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Moira Barbour presents a print of her McCaig’s Tower painting 
to Ian MacInnes, left, and crew commander Colin Campbell. 

16_t50barbourpic1

A FORMER teacher, turned artist, has donated 
one of only six prints of her painting of McCaig’s 
Tower in Winter to raise money for Oban 365 at its 
Hogmanay party.

The Oban charity is again hosting its Fam-
ily Hogmanay Party in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls but is running a silent auction for the paint-
ing in the run up to the event.

The much-sought-after local painting, by Moira 
Barbour, is number three of six limited edition 
prints.

Oban 365 raised £4,500 last year for good causes 
and this year will split proceeds between Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospital, Macmillan Cancer Support 
and Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease.

A maximum of 300 tickets are available for the 
Hogmanay dance, which will be led by the Neil 
Sinclair Sound ceilidh band, and tickets are avail-
able from Orsay, Dolce Vita and D and A Munn. 

To bid for the print or obtain tickets for the party 
event, email oban365@live.co.uk or phone Ian 
MacInnes on 07778 373 759. 

Artist boosts charity fundraiserAnnual carol 
concert set to hit 
the high notes

SCOTTISH Water says it is 
working hard to make repairs 
after complaints about two of 
its Oban sites led to disgust in 
the town this week.

Residents of the Oban and 
Lorn area have inundated 
the operator with phone calls 
after foul tasting, yellow water 
started running through the taps 
last week following a failure at 
the Tullich Water Treatment 
Works (WTW) at the south end 
of the town.

Meanwhile, motorists and 
people visiting Pennyfuir 
Cemetery at the north end have 
had to endure a repulsive stench 
emanating from the Oban 
Waste Water Treatment Works, 
causing some to feel nauseous 
even when driving by.

Complaining about the tap 
water, which was still yellow as 
The Oban Times went to press, 

it wasn’t noticeable until you 

residue on pots and kettles.  
‘Scottish Water said it was 

safe to drink, but it is disgusting 
and leaves a horrible taste.’

A spokesman for the water 
operator said: ‘Scottish Water is 
making progress with its work 
to resolve an issue at Tullich 
WTW, which has affected the 
water supply to some customers 
in the area.

‘The normal taste to the water 
has been restored but the water 
is still slightly discoloured.

‘This is an aesthetic issue 
and the water is safe to drink, 
but we are working to restore 
the normal colour as soon as 
possible. Ozone generators at 
the WTW malfunctioned and 
this meant we were unable to 
remove all the colour from the 
water that we normally would.

‘One generator has been 
repaired and this has enabled us 
to restore the normal taste and 
smell. We expect the slight dis-
colouration to go when we have 

repaired the other generator.
‘Normal supplies will be 

restored to some properties be-
fore others depending on their 
location on the network.’

Work has started to eliminate 
the smell from the Pennyfuir 
site, he added.

‘This work will include an 
upgrade to the odour control 
systems. We apologise to af-
fected customers for any incon-
venience and thank them for the 
patience and understanding.’

Christmas panto brings peals of laughter - Oh yes it did!
Monsieur Atiseau (Dougie McKenzie) makes his advances towards Bette Bouffant (George Hamilton) during the laughter filled panto at Oban Picture - Kevin McGlynn

‘Yellow’ water and foul smell still causing problems in Oban

OBAN Rotary Club will host its 
annual Christmas Carol Concert 
at the Corran Halls this weekend, 
with 12 groups from around the 
community set to perform.

The Bach Choir and Orchestra 
will be joined by the likes of Se-
quence, Oban String and Oban 
Gaelic Choir in performing at the 
concert, joined by school choirs 
from across Oban and Lorn.

Musical director Norman 
Nicholson will once again take 
the helm for the festive treat, 
which starts at 3pm on Sunday.

Tickets for the concert are 
free, although proceeds from 
donations will go towards the 
Erskine Hospital and Children 
First charities.

Massive

Objectors launch website 
against firm’s ‘well timed’ 
planning application

GALES of laughter came from Oban’s 
Corran Halls at the weekend as Bend-
erloch and North Connel Drama Club 
staged its annual pantomime.

The show, held over three nights, had 
crowds packing in to see Alan McHugh’s 
Beauty and the Beast.

Dougie McKenzie (left) kept the audi-

ence shouting ‘bless you’ as he reached 
for his hankie as the insatiable sneezer 
Monsieur Atiseau.

While George Hamilton (right) took on 

the unenviable task of keeping the audi-
ence in uproar as the Panto Dame, Bette 
Bouffant – he even had hair to match.

See Page 14 for review of the show.

CAMPAIGNERS objecting to 
the establishment of £2.5mil-

Loch Etive say the proposal 
would damage one of Scotland’s 
most spectacular landscapes.

Dawnfresh has lodged a 
planning application to build 
a 14-pen rainbow trout farm 
complete with feeding barge at 
Sailean Ruadh. 

14 football pitches 
It would stretch south-east 

from Airds Point to parallel 
with the jetty opposite Muckairn 
Castle. Equivalent in size to 
three and a half football pitches 
on the surface, the mooring grid 
below the water line will occupy 
an area measuring more than 
21 hectares – approximately 
14 football pitches. Each pen 
would extend 2.51metres above 
the surface.

It would operate in addition 

Etive farms.
Representations on the appli-

cation must be with Argyll and 
Bute Council by December 27, 
but objectors have described the 
application as ‘well timed’ to 
coincide with the busy Christ-
mas period.

Locals misrepresented

Ronnie Campbell, claims the 
company is misrepresenting 
him by quoting him as in favour 
of the project when he is not, 
adding: ‘It’s in the wrong place.  
Loch Etive is famous for its 
scenery and they want to put it 
right where most people would 
see it.’

There are further concerns the 
company misled the community 
by claiming the farm would cre-
ate up to six new jobs, however 
in its own application the com-

pany say the farm would make 
six part-time posts full time.

Dawnfresh has said it is ‘sur-
prised’ to hear of the objections, 
saying none were raised during 
consultation exercises with the 
communities of Ardchattan, 
Connel and Taynuilt.

Community councils meet 
Meanwhile, the area’s three 

community councils are to 
meet in the coming weeks to 
determine their stance.

Solicitor Guy Linley-Adams, 
appointed by Keith Macmillan 

proposals, this week launched a 
new website highlighting objec-
tors’ concerns.

Among those raised are that 
the farm will harm indigenous 

proposed use of sonic scarers, 
the local habitat and will make 
areas of the loch impossible to 
navigate for ‘all but the most 

sailors’.
Mr Linley-Adams added: ‘It 

is absolutely critical those who 
do have concerns make them 
known, rather than stay silent. 

-
plications is such that planning 
permission, once granted, is 
now permanent.’

manager for Dawnfresh, said: 
‘I’m surprised because we 
have given thorough, full and 
wide community consultation, 
including two open days.  

‘None of these concerns have 
come to us.’

Mistakes by SEPA and a 
computer error at Argyll and 
Bute Council caused delays to 
the planning process, which 
is why the application is being 
considered now, he said.

Noble
collection
at auction

Good news 
for Barra 
school

SEVERAL rare items from the 
private collection of the late 
Johnny Noble of Ardkinglas 
Estate will go under the hammer 
at Bonhams today (Thursday).

-
onet of Ardkinglas, was consid-
ered an art connoisseur and had 
a sought after silver collection, 
which was passed on to his sons 
and eventually to Simon John 
‘Johnny’ Noble, who continued 
to add to it.  

Among the items to go up 
for auction in Edinburgh are a 
George III silver medal for the 
Edinburgh Amphitheatre and 
a rare George III silver Argyll, 
made by David Kerr circa 1765 
and estimated at £2,000-3,000.

The most valuable piece from 
the collection is the rare 18th-
century mother-of-pearl and 
ebony vase shape snuff mull 
estimated at £3,000-£4,000.

SCHOOL inspectors have 
given Castlebay High School 
a clean bill of health four years 
after ordering it to make several 
improvements.

Follow up reports in each of 
the past three years showed there 
had been progress in addressing 
inspectors’ concerns. 

Inspectors now say the school 
can demonstrate continued 
improvement and will not be 
subject to follow up reports.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
chair of education and children’s 
services, councillor Catriona 
Stewart, said: ‘I would like to 
pass on my best wishes to all 
the staff and pupils who have 
worked hard to bring these im-
provements about. I would also 
like to commend the department 
for their input. 

‘This is good news for Castle-
bay School, for Barra and for the 
Western Isles.’

FREE inside next week’s Oban Times
your 2013 calendar

Don’t 
miss
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A ROADS authority has been 
forced to defend the quality of 
resurfacing work in Oban town 
centre after criticism from the 
town’s community council and 
a councillor.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
claims he has been advised by an 
engineer that the work is not up 
to standard.

And a damning letter to 
Transport Scotland and Transerv 

from Oban Community Council 
secretary Duncan Martin brands 
the work ‘unacceptably poor’. 

Scotland Transerv has 
conceded the road surface 
was not the most aesthetically 
pleasing but insisted the 
materials used would potentially 
make the road surface twice as 
durable.

In its letter, Oban Community 
Council questions why the 

work was not carried out from 
the Bealach an Righ, through 
the whole of George Street and 
claims the work is of a poorer 
standard, compared with other 
recently resurfaced sections of 
road.

The community council letter 
says: ‘We were concerned to 
hear that there was as yet no 

be completed on the approach 

to Oban by resurfacing from 
Pennyfuir Cemetery to Stafford 
Street including the Bealach an 
Righ, Dunollie Road and the 
north part of George Street – 
sections of road which we would 
consider to be in even poorer 
condition than the sections now 
being resurfaced.’

The letter continues: ‘We 
would also like to comment that 
the standard of the new road 

surface, particularly southbound 
on George Street, is unacceptably 
poor.’ 

The community council also 
states the reduced programme 
of works has done nothing 
to improve street lighting, 
pavements and the overgrown 
scrub on the Bealach an Righ.

A spokesman for Scotland 
Transerv explained the road 
surface looks different ‘because 

the materials used were 
different’.

He added: ‘The material 
laid in Oban is high stone 
content, hot-rolled asphalt. It 
is fully compliant with current 
standards. The material has 

its superior durability and the 

levels.
‘The surface may look 

unusual but recent studies 
show low texture surfaces are 
advantageous in low speed areas 
as more of the tyre is in contact 
with the road, so it improves skid 
resistance.’

He said resurfacing using the 
previous type of material would 
have given the surface a life 
expectancy of eight to 12 years. 
Hot rolled asphalt should last 20 
years.

New Oban road surface comes under fire before hot tar is dry

COMMUNITY groups 
throughout Argyll are being 
urged to apply for grants to 
bolster their funds for next year.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
currently accepting applications 
to its Third Sector Grants 
scheme, which is aimed at 
supporting communities and 
vulnerable people.

Last year, a total of 130 
community groups and 
organisations across Argyll and 

available from the programme.

available to Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles supported more than 
30 groups and organisations 
including Oban Friendship Club, 
Oban and Lorn Riding for the 
Disabled Group and Isle of Mull 
Mòd Club.

Elizabeth Little, an Oban 
Friendship Club volunteer, said: 
‘Our committee would like to 
express our very sincere thanks 
to the council for the grant 
towards the cost of running 
our new Oban Friendship 
Club, which is dependent on an 
enthusiastic band of volunteer 
helpers and drivers. 

‘Our members kindly help 
with the costs by weekly 
donations but we are dependent 
on grant funding for the rest of 
our budget. 

‘It is encouraging that our 
local council has recognised our 
efforts in this generous way. The 
application process was very 
straightforward from our point 
of view and we would encourage 
other groups to apply.’

Applications forms are 
available from local area 

or can be accessed using the 
link www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
council-and-government/third-
sector-grants.

The closing date to return 
completed application forms 
for a decision at the April area 
committee meeting is Friday 
February 1 2013.

Below and right: full-time 
and retained firefighters from 
Oban put the former Rockfield 

Primary School building to 
good use when they carried 

out breathing apparatus 
training. The crews split up into 

three teams and were given 
different instructions on where 
dummy casualties were placed 
before entering the building, 
which was filled with artificial 

smoke. Station commander 
Martin Hill explained the 

change of training venue was 
because the firefighters had 
become familiar with their 
training base at Oban Fire 

Station. However, he added a 
number of them were already 

familiar with the ‘new’ training 
base, as they had been to the 
school as pupils! 16_t50fire01/02

WORLD-renowned piper Fred 
Morrison lent his ear to help 
young musicians at Oban High 
School before entertaining a 
large audience at the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls.

Mr Morrison, whose family 
hails from South Uist, helped to 
choose pipers for the school’s 
Celtic Charity Fund music 
programme at auditions last 
Wednesday afternoon.

And that evening he was 
joined by guitarist Matheu 
Watson for a Celtic concert that 
demonstrated his expertise on 
pipes and whistles.

Fred had brought his unique 
style of playing to Oban, having 
only previously performed 
at competitions, such as the 
Argyllshire Gathering.

Fred Morrison and Matheu Watson played to a packed Argyllshire Gathering Halls. 16_t50fred03

Fred Morrison, centre, and 
guitarist Matheu Watson 

helped select musicians for 
Oban High School’s new music 

programme. 16_t50fred01

Fred lends 
an ear at 
auditions

Lorn Lines
PHOENIX Cinema in Oban has issued a Bauble Appeal to help 
it decorate the huge Christmas tree that stands in its lobby.

Oban Phoenix Cinema was gifted the tree by West Coast Tool 

Fee Shaw, cinema manager, said: ‘I asked the guys if they had 
any small ones that no-one wanted but they said they would 

‘Now we have a huge tree and no decorations. We are asking 
people to donate a bauble to help decorate the tree – it might 

Anyone who wishes to donate a bauble should hand it in to 

AN OBAN store is looking for a worthwhile local charity 
to support throughout next year as part of its community 
campaign.

The Original Factory Shop has been running its Make a 
Difference campaign, which sees it team up with local good 
causes, since 2009.

The Oban shop is now on the lookout for a 2013 charity 

through the store’s fundraising efforts.
Gwen Cameron, store manager, said: ‘We’ve been raising 

funds for Oban Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre this year and 
with the partnership due to end on December 31, we’re now 
searching for a local charity to team up with in 2013.
We’re dedicated to making a difference to our local community 
and are all really looking forward to next year’s campaign.’

Any organisation wishing to apply to receive support from 

Shop’s Facebook page before Friday January 11 2013.

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP Jamie McGrigor will attend 
the Lorn Lunch Club’s festive lunch tomorrow (Friday).

The lunch, taking place at the Regent Hotel from 12.30pm, is 
open to anyone and tickets can be obtained by phoning 01631 

IDEAS for what will be going 
on in the new Atlantic Islands 
Centre on the Isle of Luing 
were put forward at a recent 
information night on the 
island.

The Isle of Luing Com-
munity Trust hosted a St 
Andrew’s Night information 
session in Cullipool Hall last 
Friday.

The evening was attended 

as Shauna Cameron, the 
centre’s architect, and Annie 
Tunnicliffe, Big Lottery 
adviser.

Organisers said that through 
an informal exchange of 
information, many interest-
ing, positive suggestions for 
activities in the centre, which 
is due to open in 18 months, 
were made.

There was a sense of 
celebration in the hall as the 
trust had received the last bit 
of funding from the European 
Regional Development Fund 
so that work on the centre 
could begin. This grant of up 

Alasdair Flemming, trust 
director, left, and Shauna 
Cameron, architect, right, 

with Emma MacLachlan and 
Fergus Ritchie. 

to the Big Lottery Fund award 

pieces of money awarded.
Isle of Luing Community 

Trust was also selling roof 
slates at the Seil Island 
Hall Craft Fair on Sunday 
December 2, so that everyone 
can own a piece of the new 
building. 

Staff and students from Oban High School dressed to impress 
as they visited Oban Phoenix Cinema to see the new James 
Bond movie. Clan Diarmid were celebrating a victory – and 

supporting the town’s cinema – as they went to see Skyfall in 
their best Bond attire. 16_t50bond01

PUPILS from Lochnell Primary School have been getting 
creative in Tesco by decorating the windows for Christmas.

The children painted winter scenes, including Santa and 
Rudolf, on the large windows in the store after being invited by 
Tesco’s better service manager Debbie Jamieson.

Staff from the school said the children loved the experience 
– one that is designed to make the store more a part of the 
community.

The opportunity was offered to all schools in the area and 
Debbie said: ‘We hope this is something the children can do 
that is arty and people can get brightened up by - no-one else in 
any other Tesco store will have this.’

Children from Lochnell Primary School decorate Tesco’s 
windows. 16_t50tesco 02

Send your news from Oban and Lorn to Euan 
Paterson at epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Council
encourages
groups
to claim 
grants

Former
pupils use 
old school 
to train

BRITAIN’S longest and toughest 
historic car rally arrived at Oban 
Airport last week for time trials 
on the runway.

Around 60 vintage cars were 
taking part in LeJog, considered 
one of the toughest events of its 
kind in Europe, where drivers 
travel from Land’s End to John 

in just three days.
The event, organised by the 

Historic Endurance Rallying 
Organisation, welcomed 

Australia, Luxembourg, Sweden, 
France and Germany.

Competitors endure a long rally 
with little rest time. Christopher 
Winter, a co-driver in a triumph 

very, very hard. 

‘Both weather and route wise it 
is very challenging.’

John Kiff, deputy clerk of the 
course, added: ‘The ice in Wales 
and this morning makes it very 
tough when you are coming over 
mountain roads. I would just like 
to thank Argyll and Bute council 
for the great welcome and co-
operation – they are brilliant.’

Over the three day period 
the cars travelled through 
Cornwall, Devon, Wales, 
Cheshire, Lancashire, North 
Yorkshire, Northumbria and 
Northumberland before crossing 
into Scotland.

In Scotland they travelled 
through East and West Lothian, 
North Lanarkshire and across the 
country via Inveraray and Oban 
then north to John O’Groats.

UK’s longest historic 
car rally comes to Oban 
Airport for night trials

ROYAL Mail is consulting on 
changing how it charges for 
parcels as it aims to reduce the 

currently exist.
Plans are afoot to reduce the 

number of bands to seven from 
April 2013. 

Royal Mail say the changes 
will make it easier for consumers 
to ‘understand and improve 

time the option to send parcels 
between one kilo and 20kgs by 
second class, with the added 
option to receive a signature on 
delivery. 

The publicly owned company 
also wants to introduce two 
broad parcel band categories, 
small parcels and medium 
parcels, bringing it in line 
with other postal operators in 
countries such as Germany, Italy 
and France. 

Further proposals include 
changes to compensations 
arrangements, which would see 
compensation for loss of damage 
of items sent untracked reduced 

Compensation limits for signed 

Royal mail     
reviews parcel 
structure

Newsdesks 
01631 568000  
01397 703003

Oban 

Music
Tanglewood 

guitars
in stock

At Oban Music 

we have a 

fantastic range 

of acoustic 

guitars in stock 

available to 

take home 

today - the ideal 

Christmas gift

50% off gig 
bags when

you buy one 
of our guitars

20 Argyll Square, Oban 
Tel: 01631 566304

jean@obanmusic.com

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

†Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget.

However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your flight exceed this budget,

we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

Sorrento, Capri

Selected departures

May - October 2013

From Glasgow airport

& the Bay of Naples

For generations, visitors have fallen in love with the 
outstanding natural beauty of the Bay of Naples, its 
unrivalled shoreline and its ancient wonders…. falling 
under the spell of romantic southern Italy.

  Return flight from Glasgow airport to Naples†

  Airport taxes & return transfer from Naples airport

to your hotel

  7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Tourist 

with dinner & breakfast.

(There is also a choice of further 3 and 4 star hotels
which are available at a supplement)

  Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the Island

of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

  Free time in Sorrento

Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the 
Island of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

8 days from £929pp

Beautiful Tuscany attracts visitors for many reasons; for 

some it is the fine art and amazing culture, for others the 

charming Medieval towns and Renaissance splendours, 

fashionable coastal towns and quiet green hills.

Experience the many Treasures of Tuscany for yourself 

during this holiday which will give you a taste of everything 

Italy’s favourite region has to offer!

†

Airport taxes & return transfer from the airport to your hotel

7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Aggravi,

Chianciano Terme with dinner & breakfast

An upgrade to the 4 star Hotel Moderno, Chianciano Terme is offered,

subject to availability, at a supplement

Overseas
Holidays 2013

Treasures of Tuscany

Included excursions to Florence, Rome,
Siena & San Gimignano and Montepulciano & Pienza

Saturday departures

4 May, 15 June & 21 September 2013

From Prestwick airport

8 days from £699pp
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LAST week’s report on expenses 
claimed by Argyll and Bute 
based MSPs erroneously stated 
Michael Russell’s total claim 
included claims for the party’s 

-

MSP’s office 
expense report 
was misleading

Photographers 
enjoy meeting
enjoyed one of the most enter-

last Monday in the company of 

lecturer, is a self taught amateur 

experiments he progressed to 

abroad with his unique style of 

included many of his in-
ternational award winning

was in his mind’s eye when 

enthusiastic applause endorsed 

welcome on Monday nights 

cinema is set to enter the 
digital age after securing all the 
funding it requires to buy new 

Oban Times, the Phoenix 

go towards buying two digital 

be placed as soon as possible, 

-
raising will continue to help 

The total project is anticipated 

Digital projectors are deemed 
-

ability of the cinema, with most 
studios no longer distributing 

Shaw, is excited for the future, 

She said: ‘We need to put in so 

the project is sustainable so we 

‘The more money we get in 
-

takes six weeks to order and 
get the projectors in place and 
we’re meeting this week to see 

It may take a bit longer though 

on the day of release, with stu-

a full week if the cinema takes 

-
tributed towards the cost of the 

Hotel Trust and Highlands and 

refurbishment will continue 

de-clutter or sell on unwanted 

Community cinema gains funding for new digital projectors

Changes to child 
benefits due

per year will come into play in 

-

charge is gradually increased to 

Wullie succeeds single-handed

More cuts 
hit school 
cleaning
Pupil health could be under 
threat by 20 per cent cut say staff

hand half way through 

his Kumite challenge 

At 41, Wullie decided 

martial arts career with 

-

He has raised more 

Talking of the break, he 
said: ‘I felt it go, I must 

point like an elbow or a 

You can still sponsor 
Wullie online at bmy- Oban black belt Wullie Rodger, left, on Saturday 

Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Atlantis Leisure on Monday 
– with special presents for the 

dads a chance to take part in 

their kids are looked after in the 

is open to any dad or granddad 

Meeting back on January 
14, the group is a partnership 

by grants from the Substance 

-

-
tact Julie MacQueen at Health 

Santa bought presents and smiles to faces during his visit to the Dad’s Group at Atlantis Leisure on Monday. 16_t50dadssanta1

Santa drops in at leisure centre with special presents

Argyll Array after energy gi-
ant, ScottishPower Renewables 
(SPR), delayed the project for a 

In March, The Oban Times 

Spanish company Iberdrola was 
to delay submitting a planning 

of Tiree by 18 months, until 

At the time, it rejected 

political pressures played a part 
in the decision, but the latest 
delay comes shortly after owner 
Iberdrola had its credit rating 

At the soonest, an application 
now won’t be submitted until at 

SPR insisted this week the lat-
est delay was purely down to a 

for the site’s challenges, but 

company’s ability and willing 

Monitoring technology

SPR told The Oban Times: ‘Dur-
ing this period the company, 

-
oper, will work alongside other 
agencies to study the results of 

‘The pause will also enable 
the company to monitor the 
industry’s progress in relation 

-

for purpose in dealing with the 
physical characteristics of this 

Tiree’s Robert Trythall, who 

Array campaign, said: ‘When 

it was the ‘jewel in the crown’ 

-

of the project are putting it in 

He said if the wind farm is 
built, it won’t be fully opera-

‘That means the so-called 

and redundant to the Scottish 

Michael Russell said SPR’s 
wish to look at new technical 

don’t think it is particularly 
problematic in terms of their 

making process and I am sure 

be heard at that stage, and will 
of course be fully entitled to 
make representations based on 

More doubts over Isle of Tiree 
off-shore wind turbine plan Jones, has been appointed as 

the Barriemore Hotel and has 
retained an interest in the town’s 

part-time BID manager role has 
been welcomed by the group’s 

said: ‘We’re delighted to be 

of directors in the work to make 

comes to us with a wealth of 
experience and skills which we 

greatly looking forward to start-
ing in my position as manager 

BID4Oban
manager named

million pound pier on Mull is 

-
nish, which will help transport 
greater quantities of timber off 

open to other timber suppliers, 

-

coming years we will transport 
many tens of thousands of 
tonnes of timber from the north 
west of Mull and the pier should 

help our business and others 

-

the economy of Mull, not just 

construction but also through 
the increased sustainability of 
forestry and any other opera-
tions which might make use of 

The pier should be operational 

of timber will be transported 

Multi-million pound pier 
at Fishnish gets underway

Seil is to be placed on the sex of-

for two years after sending 
sexually explicit material to a 

Ian Adam, 19, whose address 

admitted the offences and ap-

The court heard the girl, who 
was 15 at the time, had been so 

Defending, Heather Wilson 
said Adam was particularly 

Seil teenager put 
on sex register

and Bute schools are to be cut 
-

ings from staff that pupil health 

cleaning, catering and janitorial 
staff of the intended changes, 
with meetings to be held across 
the county next month to 
discuss with employees how the 

£42million  over  seven years
It is understood the proposals 

are part of a long-term plan to 
cut millions of pounds from 

It is thought school support 

suffer the brunt of the education 
cuts, with the authority keen to 

Plans to reduce cleaning hours 

could to come into effect ahead 

redundancies last year and the 
introduction of measures only 

A staff member who contacted 
The Oban Times in the wake of 
the latest proposal said taking 
such decisions would mean 
cleaners would not be able to 
take as much care when clean-

He said: ‘People don’t realise 
cleaning in schools has been cut 

last thing our schools need is an 

-

A spokeswoman for the 
council said: ‘Like all local 

authorities, we are faced with 

‘The proposed changes to the 
catering, cleaning and janitorial 

-
tion with staff and trade unions, 
as well as benchmarking with 

‘The process for making deci-

of factors and the impact on 

always taken into considera-

mitigate the impact on staff as 

With regards possible further 
cuts to education, the spokes-

areas of the council budget, 
including education, are under 

at this stage prior to the council 

Holiday win
Budapest after winning the top 

Jim and Joan Tolmie won two 
nights in the luxury Park Suite in 

-

Hotels and Resorts and would 

at winning this fantastic prize 

until the springtime when the 

‘We will certainly enjoy our 
stay at what looks like a most 
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Morvern Lines

THE chairman of the British 
Medical Association’s (BMA) 
Scottish Council has warned of 
‘perverse’ circumstances if an 
application to open a pharmacy 
in Killin is approved. 

Davidson’s Chemist has lodged 
an application with Forth Valley 
NHS to establish a pharmacy in 
the village after seeing statistics 
that show Killin Medical Prac-
tice has a busy GP prescription 
dispensary service.

The practice has warned it will 
be forced to close its dispensary 
if the application is approved - a 
move that would mean the loss 
of one of the practice’s three GPs 
as one of the posts is supported 
by income from the dispensary.

One of the most rural practices 
in the NHS Forth Valley area, 
it serves not just Killin but the 

-
der areas.

The BMA’s Dr Brian Keighley, 
who is also on the BMA’s general 
medical council working party, 
has described the situation as 
‘very surprising’.

A POPULAR
many years ago, was of an old woman called Jenny Cameron who 
lived alone in Glen Immairean - a lonely spot now enveloped by a 
woodland grant scheme above Killundine on the Sound of Mull. 

About 1810 a prolonged snowstorm swept across the West 
Highlands leaving the ground covered in deep snow for weeks. 

There were fears for Jenny’s life and as soon as it was possible 
a party of men set off for Glen Immairean. 

Reaching a corner in the glen from where the old lady’s house 
should have been visible, they saw nothing except huge snow-
wreaths. 

On they went expecting the worst, until they saw smoke rising. 
When they reached the old cottage nothing was visible except the 
hole in the thatched roof which acted as a chimney and even it 
was lower than the snow drift. 

They shouted down but before there was any response, a large 
fox jumped out of the hole and ran off. Soon the men were inside 
and found the old lady very much alive and well. 

They heard that the day the storm began a dog fox came down 
the chimney and curled up on the rafters enjoying the warmth 
and shelter along with the hens, which he never once touched. 

When dawn came he would go off hunting and return with a 
hare, a blackcock or a grouse almost every day and what he left 
Jenny washed, cooked and ate maintaining she had never dined 
so well in years!

This is a remarkable story which one might be inclined to 
disbelieve before hearing that it was recorded by the grandson 
of the Rev Norman Macleod (1745-1824) the Morvern minister, 
who accompanied the search party and whose name is written 
large across the annals of the parish.

Foxes have been found all over Argyll, including Morvern, 
from time immemorial. The earliest references are to be found 
in the minutes of the local authority of the time when, in 1759, 
a committee instructed the heritors - largely the principal 
landowners - to consider how best they could destroy both foxes 
and eagles because of the number of sheep they were taking. 

Little seems to have happened as nine years later they were told 
to appoint fox-hunters in every district. Foxes appear in a list of 
‘beasts of prey’ compiled in Morvern in 1794 and again in 1843 
when the Rev John Macleod, parish minister and grandson of the 
Rev Norman Macleod, already mentioned recorded that about 30 
were killed annually and went on to say ‘The fox, however, is not 
worse than he is called and is no doubt guiltless of many crimes 
laid to his charge: for just as in the household, every missing 
tea-cup is charged against that mysterious personage ‘Nobody,’ 
every missing lamb is charged against the fox, while there is no 
mention of the carelessness of the shepherd.’

There used to be two types of foxes in Morvern and elsewhere 
in the Highlands. The ‘Dhubhchasach’(black-legged) and the 
‘Madadh Ruadh’ (red dog). 

The Dubhchasach is undoubtedly today’s common fox while 
the Madadh Ruadh was the older. It had red hair down to its paws 
and was much larger in body and in leg. 

Its ears were distinctly different being smaller and much more 
rounded at the tips. They were also covered at the back with a 
mixture of red and greyish hair almost to the tips which were of 
a black border. 

The Madadh Ruadh were common in Black Mount in the 
middle of the 1860s. 

Mr Roy Newton of Loch Uisge, Kingairloch, huntsman 
extraordinaire for the Lochaber Fox Hounds who knows more 
than anyone about foxes in the Highlands today, tells me that in 
all the years he has been hunting in the area he has never seen 
any of the Madadh Ruadh, which suggests they are now extinct. 

Iain Thornber.

A ROYAL National Mòd champion 
singer from the Outer Hebrides will 
make his New York City debut this 
weekend. 

South Uist man Paul McCallum 
will join the company of the 14th 
annual ‘Pipes of Christmas’ for two 
concerts at the Madison Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in the city’s 
Upper East Side on Saturday.

Another afternoon performance 
across the Hudson River will follow 
at the Central Presbyterian Church 
in Summit, New Jersey, on Sunday.

McCallum came to the attention 
of concert producer and Clan Cur-
rie president Robert Currie at a 
ceilidh in Benbecula as part of the 
clan’s recent gathering and annual 
academic symposium. 

Mr Currie said: ‘Our clan enjoys a 
rich history in the Uists and it was a 

natural destination to hold our clan 
weekend.

‘It was an incredible delight to 
hear Paul sing at our ceilidh. 

‘The minute we heard his lovely 
tenor voice, we knew he would be 
perfect for our concert.’

Designed to bring a bit of home 
to thousands of Scots and Scottish-
Americans living in the New York 
metropolitan area, ‘Pipes of Christ-
mas’ is regularly named one of the 
city’s top ten Christmas events.

Impressive
McCallum will share the stage 

with an impressive company of 
performers including Mòd clarsach 
champion Jennifer Port, originally 
from Golspie, guitarist Steve Gibb 
originally from Inverness, Evan 
Cattanach from Kingussie and 
James Robinson, better known as 

young William Wallace in ‘Brave-
heart.’

The concerts, which are produced 
by the Clan Currie Society, present 
the music of Christmas accom-
panied by readings taken from 
the Celtic literature of Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales. 

include the National Piping Centre 
and the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland in Glasgow and the Gaelic 
College of Nova Scotia. 

One famous naming backing the 
event is stage and screen star Alan 
Cumming.

He said: ‘I am delighted that pro-
ceeds from the Pipes of Christmas 
will result in these important gifts 
which ensure that the future of 
Scottish culture is safer with these 
generous scholarships.’

AN ACCLAIMED Fort William 
musician will be presented with 
a custom-made guitar in the 
town next Wednesday night.

Chris Adams will take delivery 
of the prized Weisse Hugel 
instrument in the Ben Nevis Bar 
before playing a set featuring his 
own compositions, and covers of 
Jimmi Hendrix and Gary Moore 
classics.

The presentation comes after 
Chris’ record label DyNaMik 
landed an endorsement deal for 
him to use the guitar on his next 
album and at live gigs.

Representatives from 
Barcelona-based Weisse Hugel 

Chris and hand over the guitar.
Play

Chris, from Upper Achintore, 
will play with fellow Fort 
musicians, drummer Richard 
Balazs Szabo, who is originally 
from Hungary, and bass guitarist 
Davy Duncan, who was bassist 
with the John & Geoff Whitbread 
line up. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
event marks the endorsement, 
which is a business agreement 
between the record label and the 
guitar makers. 

‘They made the guitar specially 
for me.’

The 48-year-old told, married 
to local girl Claire and with two 
young children, put down roots 
in Lochaber after arriving from 
England eight years ago. 

Together with Davy and 
Richard, he is planning gigs in 
Aberdeen, Peterhead and Oban 
next year before a possible tour 
of the US and Canada, where 
Chris has a big fan base.

A CARAVAN parked in Ardelve, 
Lochalsh, was broken into and a 
CD player stolen.

Police said the motor home 
was parked outside Shepherds 
Cottege on Sallachy Road when 
the incident occurred sometime 
between Monday November 5 and 
Friday December 7.

Anyone with information can 
contact police on 01599 534222 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

AN OBAN nursery has been 
handed a ‘coveted’ food safety 
award thanks to the dedication 
of its workers.

Staff at 1st Steps Day Nurs-
ery, including cook Shauna 
MacKenzie, were delighted to 
receive the Eat Safe award which 
recognises excellence in food 

hygiene standards. Ann Burke, 
managing director, said: ‘We are 
really pleased to have achieved 

service and the level of support 
that we offer to families and 

facility.
‘The Eat Safe award is a 

coveted status for anyone who 
is providing food to achieve as 
it is nationally recognised and 
supported by the Food Standards 
Agency.’

The nursery was assessed by 
environmental health services 
as part of an ongoing inspection 
programme.

A Morvern fox after winter’s first major snows.

Shauna MacKenzie with some of the children from the nursery. 

He said: ‘Like many other 
rural doctors, Killin has not 
pocketed any income from 
dispensing – but have re-cycled 
it into enhanced services for pa-
tients in an isolated and sparsely 
populated area.

‘Davidson’s application is very 
surprising in such a rural area. 
If it is successful the board can 

dispensing after 60 years.
‘The patients of Killin might 

secure the services of a phar-

macist – but at the likely cost of 
losing a doctor to the area with 

level of medical services the 
practice can offer.

‘In the vast majority of Scot-
land doctors and pharmacists 
co-exist in a spirit of mutual 
respect and co-operation.  Dav-
idson’s is a large company with 
many branches and it seems 
unfortunate that this application 
could lead to the perverse effect 
of actually reducing the level of 
medical provision in the area.’

A public meeting in Killin 
earlier this month attracted 300 
people and a petition opposing 
Davidson’s application has 
already gathered more than 800 
signatures.

Dr Keighley added: ‘Since the 
regulations were changed about 
three years ago, the health board 
has to take into consideration the 
views of the local population. I 
understand that at a public meet-
ing on November 28, chaired by 
Mr Bruce Crawford MSP, much 
opposition was voiced.’

Dr Brian Keighley, chairman 
of the British Medical 

Association’s Scottish Council. 

BMA council 
chairman
joins Killin 
pharmacy
debate
The situation is ‘very surprising’

Oban nursery wins Eat Safe award

Paul McCallum from South Uist 
will be singing in New York.

Chris Adams is to be presented 
with a Weisse Hugel guitar.

Fort William 
musician 
to receive 
custom-
made guitar

National Mòd champion makes New York debut

Caravan broken into 
near Lochalsh

Oban sex offender has appeal rejected

Warning over west coast business scam

Kilchrenan calls 
for gritter rethink

A FORMER gym boss who was 
convicted of indecently assault-
ing two young women has had 
his appeal against his conviction 
refused.

Robin Morton, of 23 Balvicar, 
near Oban, was placed on proba-
tion for a year and listed on the 
sex offender’s register following 
a trial at Oban Sheriff Court 

earlier this year. The 50-year-old 
offered his victims massages 

During the massages he asked 
the girls to remove their bra 
and rubbed their breasts. They 
described the experience as 
‘pervy’.

Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 
told Morton during the trial: 

‘These witnesses had to enter 
a punishing cross-examination 
by your solicitor, which was 
lengthy, emotionally bruising 
and rigorous, yet their positions 
remained unchanged.’

Morton claimed during his 
trial that the witnesses were 
lying and called their evidence 
‘poisonous’ and ‘vindictive’.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson said 
at the time Morton had ‘over-
stepped the mark’ but was a ‘low 
risk of reoffending’.

-
The Oban 

Times that Morton’s appeal had 
been rejected, as had an appeal 
for extra time to consider the 
case.

BUSINESSES throughout the west 
coast are being warned about a 
company directory scam which 
tries to extract money using mis-
leading marketing tactics.

Argyll and Bute Council’s trading 

businesses are being approached 
in a way that makes it appear as 
if they already advertise with the 
directory. They are asked to correct 
paperwork but by doing this they 

are inadvertently placing an order. 
After the business has responded, 
the directory will send an invoice, 
often for hundreds of pounds. If 
the invoice isn’t paid, an intimidat-
ing letter asking for payment and 
threatening debt collection will 
usually follow.

Chairman of the Protective 
Planning Services and Licensing 
(PPSL) Committee, Councillor 
Sandy Taylor said: ‘If your business 

gets one of these calls you should 
treat it with extreme caution and do 
not assume entry into any directory 
or website is free.

‘I would ask as many local busi-
nesses as possible to look at more 

trading standards team. It is avail-
able online at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/trading-standards/scams or you 
can get a copy by phoning 01546 
605519.’ 

COMMUTERS near Kilchrenan 
have urged Argyll and Bute 
Council to look again at its win-
ter weather arrangements after a 
school bus took to treacherous 
rural roads before the gritters.

A number of motorists have 

between Taynuilt, Kilchrenan 
and Dalavaich recently, with 
several vehicles going into a spin 
at low speed.

Residents and commuters have 
also complained that grit dumps 
have not been made available on 
the route as they were last year.

Anita Goldie, of Taynuilt, 

works at the Ardanaiseig Hotel, 
said ice caused several problems 
on the route, particularly last 
Monday. I was driving down 
that road and I pulled in near the 

did a 180 degree spin. The bus 
got through, but the gritter came 
afterwards.’

The council’s head of roads, 
Jim Smith, said: ‘The B845 is a 
priority two route, which means 
it is treated between 6am and 
6pm, seven days a week when 
deemed necessary. On Monday 
December 3 and Tuesday 
December 4, bad weather meant 
the gritter was focused on 
maintaining access on the main 
bus route section of B845/C29 
to Dalavich which is on a higher 
priority treatment route. These 
other sections of the route have 
been treated as normal since 
then.’

He added that pre-treatment 
routes do not usually have salt 
bins on their full length, but 
local steep sections and blind 
bends will be replenished. 
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www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£2.99
HALF PRICE
BEAUTYCOLOGY
SOCK SET
RRP £6.00

£2.99
SAVE £2.51
GILLETTE ARCTIC ICE SET
RRP £5.50

£3.99
SAVE £2.01
NIVEA ALL ABOUT 
SMOOTHNESS SET 3 PCE
RRP £6.00

£32.00*
SAVE £6.50
1 MILLION EDT 50ML
RRP £38.50

£7.99*
SAVE £11.96
KATE EDT 30ML
RRP £19.9599

£3.69
SAVE £2.30
OLD SPICE BODY 
SET WHITE WATER
RRP £5.99

*Available 10th - 16th Dec, while Stocks Last.

A PHOTOGRAPH taken by a 
member of the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 
from the Isle of Mull has been 
projected onto the National 
Theatre in London. 

The stunning image, captured 
by Sam Jones, Tobermory’s 
volunteer lifeboat press 

Royal Photographic Society’s 
International Projected Image 

500 chosen pictures from 47 

countries. It is a picture of full 
time mechanic Jock Anderson 

Royal Navy.

into Rescue 177 helicopter and 

then returned to the lifeboat.
She added: ‘Needless to say the 

being a photographer helps 

The guys are quite used to me 
taking photos and are certainly 
no longer camera shy.’

commended by the judges in 

photographer of the year 

photographs. There is an 

the National Theatre and Sam’s 

The free exhibition runs until 
January 12 and the book from 
AA Publishing is Landscape 
Photographer of the Year: 
Collection 6.

a sheriff.

ing to arrest Cameron MacInnes 
in a car park on June 3.

MacInnes suffered a small 
cut but did not require medical 

MacInnes £315, Sheriff Noel 
McPartlin said: ‘You sustained 

injury, but you really brought it 
upon yourself by struggling.’

MacInnes, of 51 Castle Drive, 
pled guilty to restricting, 
obstructing, molesting and 

TWO SOUTH Uist campaign 
groups are making a last 
gasp bid to prove a Mallaig to 
Lochboisdale ferry link could be 
a commercial success.

Hebrides Range Task Force 
(HRTF) and the Missing Link 
have commissioned independent 

research company Scotinform 
Ltd to establish potential demand 
for the service. 

Both groups are hoping for a 
strong positive response from the 
local community to the survey, 

Monday.

establish a true picture of local 
demand and give Scottish 
Ministers the evidence they 
need to trial commercial sailings 
on the route. 

The questionnaire is the 

a series of public meetings and 
petitions.

Draft plan

the Government’s draft plan 
for Scottish ferry services, 

consultation since November 

service provision through to 

Missing Link spokesperson 
and Stòras Uibhist director 
Sarah MacEachen told The 

Oban Times: ‘We are just trying 
to get listened to. We have been 
trying to get the route included 

‘We can’t just sit back – this 

have to take it. This is all about 

proving there is a demand for 
the service.’ In 2010, HRTF 
campaigned successfully to 
save jobs at rocket ranges on 
Benbecula and South Uist. 

February to campaign for the 

South Uist makes last gasp bid to prove Mallaig-Lochboisdale link

Mull lifeboat image on London’s National Theatre
The image of Tobermory lifeboat as it appeared on the London skyline.

Leader acts 
on windfarm 
bribe rumour
‘Allegations were found to 
be completely unfounded’

Bridge of Orchy crash driver remains critical Oban man denies council van theft

Fort William 
man fined after 
struggling
with police

Oban woman 
breached
probation order

Mull man charged 
over messages

in critical condition as The Oban 
Times
vehicle collision at Bridge of 
Orchy on Friday.

The man, understood to be 

his silver Citroen C3 south on the 

A82 Ballachulish to Tyndrum 

Q3 heading north at around 
1.45pm.

for treatment after sustaining 

serious injuries as a result of the 
collision.

time of the incident. The driver 
of the Audi and his male passen
ger sustained minor injuries.

Police closed the road for 

vehicles to be recovered and for 
crash investigators to assess the 
scene. Witnesses to the incident 
are being sought by Strathclyde 

either vehicle in the lead up to 
the crash.

to breaching her probation order 

Sheriff Court on Monday.
Susannah McCuish, 35, of 5 

Combie Court, admitted failing 
to attend probation supervision 
on September 5 and October 3.

Defending, Laura McManus 
told the court McCuish had 
been suffering ‘ill health’ but 
she could have attended the 
appointments.

Sheriff John Herald deferred 
sentence until January 8. 

He said McCuish had a 
‘chequered history’. This is the 
second time the order has been 
breached.

sending abusive messages.
He has been released and 

a report submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.  

A MAN accused of stealing a 
transit van belonging to Argyll 
and Bute Council is standing 
trial at Oban Sheriff Court.

William Smith, 47, currently 
resident in Longsdale Crescent, 
Oban, denies taking the vehicle 
from the council yard in Mill 

missing on June 6 but found in 
Glencruitten the next day.

Police recovered a ‘positive 
DNA sample’ from the vehicle, 

asked Smith during an inter

vehicle.
He said: ‘He couldn’t explain 

but said he had been sleeping 

time.’ 

January 8.

ALLEGATIONS of bribery over 

ment have been running rife 
through Argyll villages.

A resident near Clachan Seil, 

farm by developer Rory Young, 
is believed to have reported the 
matter to councillors.

Strenuously denied 
The rumours alleged that 

Mr Young had been making 
donations to SNP councillors 
prior to his planning hearing in 
the hope of gaining permission. 
This is strenuously denied by 
both councillors and Mr Young. 

hearing.

and Bute Council, Roddy Mc

man of the planning committee 
Sandy Taylor.

a third party that allegations had 
been made that Rory Young had 
approached SNP councillors and 
made an offer. 

‘All SNP councillors – not just 
those on the planning committee 

of the council and the business 
manager of the committee.

to be completely unfounded and 

happy.’

place – the rumours are certainly 

not true. I’ve never bribed anyone 
in my life and have never made 
any donation to a political party 

appeal the refusal of planning 
permission for his proposed 

‘I’m still undecided over the ap
peal, I haven’t even looked at it. 

take it from there.’
No complaint 

respect of such allegations’.
And staff at the Public Stand

ards Commissioner for Scotland, 

plaints regarding councillors, 
also said no complaint had been 
received.

the road leading to Broadford 

4pm on Monday December 3 

The bike had been left next 
to trees.

Bike stolen from 
Broadford
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The youngsters responsible for delivering Christmas cards between classrooms at Lochyside RC Primary School learned how the 
professionals do it during a visit to Fort William Post Office’s sorting office last Thursday. The children were shown how parcels, cards 

and letters were arranged into different piles before being delivered to houses across Lochaber and even got to try on some of the 
postmen’s equipment. 20_f50post01

Mull Lines
A COMMUNITY trust on the Isle of Mull is to spend more 
than £10,000 establishing the training needs of residents on the 
island.

An Roth Trading, the trading subsidiary company of Mull 
and Iona Community Trust (MICT), is looking to appoint a 
consultant to carry out an island-wide ‘training needs analysis’.

The organisation is concerned that ‘access to good quality 
training opportunities on Mull and Iona are very restricted’ and 
– as a result – many islanders are unable to improve their ‘skill 
base’.

The invitation to tender for the work states: ‘Research 
completed by MICT suggests there is a gap in the provision of 
island-based training opportunities particularly in practical, 
land based skills, business and IT and for those most disadvan-
taged groups.’

The work aims to identify training opportunities for ‘younger 
people, school leavers wishing to join the job market and the 
unemployed, particularly long-term’.

The project is expected to cost no more than £11,500, with 
work beginning in late January next year and completed by the 
end of April 2013.

The report produced at the end of this period will make 
recommendations on potential training options for islanders, 
including courses and accreditation and funding.

CHILDREN from Bunessan Primary School took a trip to the 

Oban Livestock Centre by auctioneer Raymond Kennedy who 
taught them about the different breeds of sheep.

The youngsters were then given the opportunity to take turns 
being the auctioneer and buyers. They said ‘the most exciting 
part was watching the auction and trying to spot who was 
bidding’.

RESIDENTS in Tobermory will be forgiven for thinking they 

The Santa Dash, to be held on December 23, will see people of 
all ages donning their Santa suits and running around the town.

There will be routes suitable for both adults and children and 
organisers hope the day will be a social occasion as well as 
encouraging people to be active. 

Organiser Babs Whyte said: ‘We are trying to make it a fun 
community event with Christmas spirit where everyone is 
getting together being active but also socialising. It should all be 
a bit of fun.’

Babs is encouraging anyone who wants to take part in the 
event to let organisers know in advance to guarantee a Santa 
suit.

There will be drams and mince pies available after the race 
with juice for youngsters. Entrants will also receive a medal and 
the event will be supporting the Marie Curie Cancer Care group 
recently set up on Mull.

Registration is available from 11.30am outside the Lifeboat 
Station on the pier. The races start at 12.30pm. Pre-register to 
secure a Santa suit: santa@isle-of-mull.net.

SPECIAL services and carol singing events are being held all 
over Mull in the run up to Christmas.

There will be an evening carol service at 7.30pm on December 
16 in Salen and Ulva Parish Church and a service of lessons and 
carols in Kilmore Church, Dervaig, at 7pm on Christmas Eve.

Bunessan Hall will host coffee and carols on December 
15 at 7.30pm and there will be a Christmas carol service in 
Pennyghael Community Centre on December 20 at 7pm.

LADIES on the Isle of Mull that love to sing are being invited 
to join a new group starting up soon in Tobermory.

January and hope a number of ‘enthusiastic amateur singers’ 
will join.

Allison Robb, from Tobermory, is one of the ladies organising 
the new group. She said: ‘We are trying to set something up 
based on a four part harmony a capella style. The style of 
singing will include contemporary, gospel and ballads – just a 
range really.

‘The whole point of the group is trying to get enthusiastic 
amateur singers involved – just giving people that like to sing 
the opportunity to be part of a group that is not singing Gaelic 
music.

‘This is very much for the fun of it, by no means a polished 
choir but we hope to get a choir that can entertain round the 
island a bit in the long run.’

The group is now looking for a leader with the right skills. 
Allison added: ‘We are hoping someone with experience of 
leading choirs will provide us with a bit of leadership and 
direction.’

Tobermory Parish Church Hall on January 15 at 7.30pm.

The children enjoyed their visit to the mart. 

MORE than 160 primary school 
pupils from Oban and Lorn 
recently stepped out in style 
and enjoyed country dancing 
as part of St Andrew’s Day 
celebrations.

seven, along with teachers and 
helpers, gathered at Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban, for the event, 
along with several volunteer 

Pupils from Lismore Primary School wore tartan for the St 
Andrew’s Day dance. 15_t49dancing1

Pupils enjoy Scottish 
Country dancing

helpers from Oban High School. 
Music was provided on the day 
by local accordionist Michael 
Garvin. 

Sue Porter, teacher with The 
Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society Lorn (Argyll) Branch 
guided the young dancers 
through the steps, having 
already visited the schools to 
give the pupils vital preparation.

Lochyside ‘posties’ get ready to deliver

MALLAIG
MALLAIG and Morar 
Community Centre will 
play host to a special festive 
afternoon on Sunday afternoon 
from 3pm.

The day will see singing of 
Christmas carols, with some 
poems also read out on the day. 
Refreshments will be available 

LISMORE
LISMORE celebrated St 
Andrew’s night in style with 
a Scottish themed beautifully 
decorated café and an 
abundance of delicious Scottish 
food. 

Beth Campbell’s ability to 
entertain large numbers with 
seemingly very little effort is 
already well known, as is the 

able assistant Carol MacLean.
Along with the menu came 

a handout of interesting facts 
about St Andrew, the brother 
of Simon Peter and one of the 
original 12 apostles, and the 
origins of his role as the Patron 
Saint of Scotland, thought to 
date back to 733 when some 
of his relics were brought to St 
Andrews in Fife. 

The great thing about Beth’s 
dinners is that they feed your 
brain as well. In all there 
were six courses: leek and 
potato soup, salmon salad, a 
choice of roast highland Salen 
beef/chicken or roast Portobello 
mushrooms all served with 
Haggis (meat or veg) clapshot, 
mashed potato and whisky 
gravy. There was then a 
choice of clootie dumpling or 
crannachan followed by tea and 
coffee with homemade tablet. 

After dinner, the Rev 
Roderick Campbell thanked 
Beth for an excellent evening 
and spoke a few words about 
Scotland’s patron saint.    

ON THE weekend of December 

the hall by the hard working 

Lumiere. 
On Saturday evening Ken 

Loach’s ‘The Angels’ Share’,  
although a comedy, was at times 
darkly comedic with plenty 
of Glasgow grit and wit as the 

a way out of their hopeless lives. 
Being Ken Loach, he was 

making a refreshingly positive 
case for the disadvantaged.  

French, was also a comedy but 
of the madly far fetched variety 
at the opposite end of the 
comedic scale. Here the talented 
cast made magic realism 
plausible with their prodigious 
acrobatic skills.  

Lismore Lumiere is to be 
congratulated on managing to 

range of ages and tastes. 

‘Brave’ and ‘New Year’s Eve. 

ARISAIG
ARISAIG and District 
Community Council’s 
(ADCC) November meeting 
had representatives from 
Transport Scotland, Transerv, 
TEC Services of the Highland 
Council and Dave Thompson 

MSP, chairman in attendance. 
Various improvements to 

the A830 have been agreed, 

the mobile vehicle message 
boards; resurfacing of the three 
accident cluster sites with high 
friction surfacing; replacement 
of tubular rails by the sides of 
the road with heavier weight 
structures and on the bridges, 

Other issues discussed were:
Churchyard footpath 

– Alistair Stewart at Core 
Paths said they could not get 
permission from the landowner 
to enter the land with machines 
to upgrade the path. The plan 
has been put on the reserve list 
until the permission form has 
been signed.

under way, the night went well. 
Thanks to Arisaig Marina for its 
help. The Land, Sea and Islands 
Centre was opened to give 
older participants somewhere 

comfort
It was noted I Cameron 

and waste operations manager 
A Tuckwood were invited to the 
Mallaig Community Council 
meeting to discuss street 
cleaning issues. As Arisaig 
also have similar issues, it was 
decided to invite them to the 
next meeting

Request from Camusdarach 
to support objection to planning 
application. Valerie and Jade 
Stuart spoke about their 
objections to the building of 
a house next to Camusdarach 
beach. While it would be 
outside the boundary of ADCC, 

it may have an effect on the 
Curtaig Burn, which marks 
the edge of the community 
council’s area and the beach 
within it. After discussion, 
it was decided to inform 
the planning department of 
ADCC’s concerns about any 
effect on the environment that 
the access upgrade, building 
of and siting of the house may 
have

While the work done 
by TEC Services to improve 
Arisaig War Memorial was 
approved, it was felt a walkway 
would make the approach 
easier. This suggestion will be 
passed on. The next community 
council meeting will be in 
Astley Hall on January 21.

SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council met on Tuesday 
December 4.

Among the issues discussed 
were: 

Recurring problems with 

street lights have been referred 
to Transerv

The secretary is still 
exploring getting a duplicate 
key for the Highbridge Path gate 
to allow access for prams and 

is shut
The community council 

noted the current Review of 
Polling Districts and Polling 
Places, but considered that 
no change in position was 
necessary

 An award of £500 had been 
received from the Highland 

Councillors’ Discretionary 
Fund to assist with the cost of 
various Christmas parties and 
Linda Taylor was in the process 
of issuing cheques to the groups 
involved

Dominic Sargent reported 

responders, including two call 
outs on the same day

The chairman will write 
to Jan Jacob Baak to thank him 
for supplying the Christmas tree 
for Spean Bridge

The community notice 
board in Spean Bridge is 
damaged, and it was agreed to 

SPEAN BRIDGE

seek estimates for a lockable 
replacement 

Duncan Macleod reported 
that it was hoped to start the 
construction of the play park in 
about eight weeks.

The next meeting will be 
at Spean Bridge School on 
Tuesday January 8.

P6/7 PUPILS at Bun-sgoil 
Shlèite (Sleat Primary School) 
progressed their Collie and 
Mackenzie project when South 
Skye project worker Claire Flyn 
organised for Cailean MacLean 
and Gilleasbuig Ferguson to 
deliver photography, placename 
and literacy workshops in the 
school and at Aros in Portree.

The children and their 
teachers braved wet conditions 
in Glen Sligachan and were 
fortunate to get some good 
photo-taking weather in 
between the showers.   

The photographs and poems 
that the children have taken and 
written will come together after 
an art workshop with Claire 
Flyn to form artwork that will 

exhibition early next year in 
Portree.

Head teacher Gwen 
Culbertson said: ‘We are very 
grateful to Aros who at the last 

Bun-sgoil Shlèite pupils photographing the wild Cuillin.

SLEAT

minute helped us with a space 
to work in. P6/7 have been 
studying the place names and 
peaks of the Cuillins as part of 
the project. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience and the pupils 
were very inspired by the 

nature, Cailean and Gilleasbuig 
and being amongst the Cuillins.’

Sconser climber and mountain 
guide and internationally 
renowned climber Norman 
Collie made daring ascents 
of the Cuillin in the late 19th 
century.

DUROR Primary School P4-7 pupils shared their WW2 topic work 
with parents last Wednesday evening.

Afterwards they were presented with awards by Wing 
Commander Philip Rankin. Each child gave a talk on their chosen 
subject, sang WW11 songs and danced ‘The Reel of the 51st’.

when they were prisoners of war. The 51st made a heroic stand 
around Dunkirk in June 1940 to safeguard the evacuation of 
330,000 men from the beaches.

DUROR

SOUTH UIST
HOPES are high for South Uist 
in the coming New Year that 
will put the south end on course 
for a more positive economic 
future with the recent news 
being very promising in the 

GAELIC journalist and broadcaster 
Ruaraidh MacIllEathain (Roddy MacLean) 
gave a talk at Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle, 
Bowmore, on December 5.

As well as writing An Litir Bheag 
for BBC Alba/Radio nan Gaidheal as 
an exercise for Gàidhlig learners, Mr 
MacIllEathain is an engaging speaker on 

the jobs available and being developed 
where a good working knowledge of 
and ability to speak and write Gaelic is 
required were discussed. Currently, there 
is a shortfall in numbers of Gaelic teachers 
needed in schools and those who are native 
speakers are particularly welcomed.  One 
of Mr MacIllEathain’s current projects is 
concerned with the relationship between 
Gàidhlig, the landscape of the Highlands 
and Islands, and the people, both histori-
cally and in the present. 

A course on this topic is in preparation, to 
be held at Sabhal Mor Ostaig in Skye. 

The talk encouraged interesting com-
ments and questions from the audience, 
with a plea from an Islay Gaelic teacher 
for native speakers to speak with and 
encourage learners to speak as often as 
possible, not only in formal situations such 
as classes but when going about their daily 
occupations. 

THE ISLAND has entered the festive 
season with an array of plays, pantomimes 
and services in the run up to Christmas.

The annual Christingle service at St 
Kiaran’s Church, Port Charlotte, was 
celebrated on December 3. Islay High 
School’s version of ‘Sleeping Beauty’ was 
performed on December 10 and 11. On 
December 11, Cinderella and Rockerfella 
was presented at Keills Primary School. 
December 12 brought ‘Snow White’ to 
Bowmore Primary School then the follow-
ing night, Port Charlotte Primary presented 
‘Oink!’.  It was good to get a bit of fresh air 
with Islay Baptist Church’s Christmas Walk 
With Christmas Carols at the Lochside 
which took place on December 12.

Kilmeny Church Christmas Carol evening 
will take place this Sunday, December 16, 
followed by Islay High School Christmas 
Concert on Tuesday December 18 at 7.30pm 
in Islay High School’s Main Hall.

Port Ellen Primary School’s annual 
‘Carols by Candlelight’ will be held on 
Wednesday December 19.

research on a proposed seaweed 
processing factory to be 
established in Lochboisdale.

It would be near the 
proposed £10 million harbour 
infrastructure development, 
which is also hoped will be 
started next spring, including 
a road and causeway with 
good up to date facilities and a 
berthing harbour.

Further to this, hopes are 
also being expressed in many 
circles lately that CalMac, 
with Government support, 
will introduce a trial ferry run 
between Lochboisdale and 
Mallaig around Easter of 2013 
and up to October, for its initial 
year of service. The prospect 
of a local factory and work for 
young people living in the area, 
along with having a choice of 
travelling on an alternative 
route to the mainland, is very 
encouring news. All concerned 
are praying that by this time 
next year local folk will be in a 
position where they all feel their 
youth may be more inclined to 
stay locally longterm employed 
and along with Mallaig service 
an economic boost would 

future of South Uist and its 
people.  ‘A more promising and 
happier New Year shall we 
say!’ – Angus Campbell.

ISLAY

THE AULTBEA-based Russian 
Arctic Convoy Museum project 
in Wester Ross is to redouble its 
efforts to secure more private 
funding from Russia.

Russian businessman Vasily 
Anisimov has already donated 
£50,000 to establish a project 
team, while the Scottish 
Government gave £5,000 and 
other donors £11,000.

Speaking in the group’s 
December newsletter, museum 
project group chairman Francis 
Russell said: ‘Clearly, without 
the necessary funding the 
museum project will not prosper 
and we are very grateful for all 
the help we have received so far. 

‘Our main thrust to 
obtain private funding is 
being directed towards Russian 
businessmen. We are appealing 
to them and the Russian people 
so we can create a legacy for 
all the men who served in the 
Arctic Convoys, which had such 

and the course of the whole 
war.’ 

He added: ‘We have to accept 
that these potential funders are 
hard headed businessmen who 
do not want to see their money 
wasted and whilst we cannot 
guarantee that the museum 
project will be a success or even 
be completed, we are all taking 
a leap of faith, with the best 
intentions and with no thought 
of personal gain.’

Funding target for the 
museum is £2m. Possible 
funding sources include the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and 
further private sponsorship.

Another WWII Arctic 
Convoys Week is being planned 
for May 6-11 2013 featuring 
a series of events and high 

highlight will be a Veterans 
Reunion from May 8-10, which 
is being funded by the Royal 
Navy Benevolent Trust and the 
Seafarers UK. 

More than 40 veterans and 
their carers are expected to 
travel up to Loch Ewe for a 
three-night stay. 

WESTER ROSS

Send your Mull news 
to reporter Faith Orr.            

Telephone 01631 568000 
or email                          

 forr@obantimes.co.uk

ARDGOUR
A LOCHABER eatery has been 
shortlisted for the Scottish 2012 
Countryside Alliance Awards in 
Edinburgh next February.

The Boathouse Restaurant 
at Kingairloch, Ardgour, is 
nominated for the ‘local food’ 

invited to Holyrood on February 
5 2013 for the awards ceremony 
and to speak to MSPs about 
rural business. Each category 
winner will go through to the 

PLOCKTON
A COFFEE morning in 
Plockton Hotel in aid of the 
local drama club raised more 
than £400.

Meanwhile, seven inches 
of rain fell in the village in 
November. The warmest day 
was 13.5oC and the coldest was 
–1.9oC.

Our advertising deadlines over the festive perod are:
Friday 21st December (for issue dated 27th December) 
and Friday 28th December (for issue dated 3rd January)

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 
on Tuesday 25th December & Wednesday 26th December 

and Tuesday 1st January & Wednesday 2nd January
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Children at Dunbeg Primary 
School have been busy filling 
up shoeboxes to be sent off 

around the world as Christmas 
gifts. The youngsters have 
been filling boxes with es-

sential items as well as toys for 
the Blythswood Care Shoebox 
Appeal. The school takes part 
in the appeal every year with 
children of all ages, including 
nursery, taking part. A total of 
52 boxes have been filled this 
year – the most the school has 
ever collected and these will 

now be distributed to countries 
in Eastern Europe in time for 

Christmas. 16_t50dunbeg01

THE PENSIONERS’

The Oban Times

Down Your Way: Lochaline

Earmarked for demolition: the Scout hut in 
Lochaline. 

Loch Aline pontoons: big success in first full 
season. 20_f50pontoons01

The Oban 
Times

Next week Down Your Way visits Laggan

Rebus

COLONSAY

STORNOWAY



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD
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Across
1 Down with something (4)
3 The absolute (8)
9 School (7)
10 Harder to find (5)
11 Frowning upon (12)
13 Split (6)
15 Higher than a bracelet (6)
17 Encompassed by kin? (6,6)
20 Bring up (5)
21 Carrion feeder (7)
22 Guiding (8)
23 An object here (4)

Down
1 Looks out for (6,2)
2 Boorish (5)
4 Sheets or folds (6)
5 Unable to take it back (12)
6 Kind of gland (7)
7 Nobleman (4)
8 In order given (12)
12 Gradually goes up (8)
14 From Zanzibar (7)
16 From wood (6)
18 Pulverise (5)
19 "How ___!" (4)

YOURSAY
We are now inviting 

questions for Councillor 
Drew Hendry, Leader of The 

Highland Council. Submit 
your questions via The Oban 

Times’ website or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

COMING SOON

THA DLEASTANAS oirnn uile spèis agus cùram a thoirt dha 
co-chreutairean agus tha sin a’ ciallachadh spiorad na Nollaige 
a bhith ga chur an gnìomh fad na bliadhna. 

Chan eil mi a’ ciallachadh daoine a bhith gan cur fhèin ann 

urrainn gus càch a chèile a chuideachadh.
Tha Seansailear na dùthcha a’ cumail a-mach gum bheil sinn 

a’ fulang còmhla ri linn nan gearraidhean ann an ionmhas 

leth-cheud not san t-seachdain idir a’ ciallachadh an aon rud 
dha neach le milleanan sa bhanca seach teaghlach aig nach eil 
ach na chumas beò iad bho sheachdain gu seachdain. 

Agus ’s e faoineas tàireil a th’ ann a bhith a’ maoidheadh air 
daoine cosnadh a lorg gus iad fhèin a chuideachadh  nuair nach 
eil obraichean ann ri ’m faotainn. 

Tha e gu math follaiseach bho na bh’ aig Seòras Osborne 
ri ràdh gum bheil suidheachadh eaconamach na dùthcha ann 
am fìor dhroch staid fhathast agus gum bheil co-dhiù còig 
bliadhna chun an tig faothachadh air cùisean. Ged a dh’ fheuch 
an Seansailear ri sealltainn gur ann ri linn soirbheachadh na 
poileasaidh ionmhais aig an riaghaltas a bha e air chomas 
beagan airgid a chur ann am pròiseactan calpa ùr, ’s e fìrinn 
na cùise gum bheil a h-uile coltas nach eil innleachdan 
eaconamach na Co-bhanntachd ag obrachadh agus gum bheil 
iad a-nise a’ tòiseachadh ri tuigsinn nach tig fàs à fàsgadh! 

’S neònach gun tig gu siorraidh latha far an aidich riaghaltas 
gun robh partaidhean dùbhlanach ceart agus iad fhèin ceàrr  
agus chan urrainn dha na Làbaraich àicheadh gur iadsan a bha 

Ach tha amharas agam gum bheil a’ mhòr-chuid feadh na 
dùthcha a sìor chall foighidinn le luchd-poilitigs a’ slaiceadh air 
a chèile mar chlann-sgoile. 

’S e thathas ag iarraidh ach co-obrachadh a bheir leasachadh 
susbainteach air cor eaconamach na dùthcha. Bidh sin a’ cial-
lachadh cosnaidhean ùra; calpa a cheadaicheas leasachaidhean 
air goireasan agus seirbheisean poblach agus a bheir obraichean 
dha daoine seach a bhith an urra ri sochairean; agus ionmhas a 
cheadaicheas le tionnsgalan agus malairt na roinne prìobhaidich  
fàs aig an aon àm. 

Bhiodh sin cuideachd a’ ciallachadh aithne a thoirt is a 
chumail air luchd-fastaidh ionadail agus cosnaidhean leantain-
neach. 

GEORGE Osborne’s autumn statement gave a particularly 

how often he and David Cameron may tell us we are all in this 
together, the fact remains that further public sector cuts will hit 

I believe that the public are becoming increasingly 
disenchanted with political mud-slinging and are looking to 
parliament for responsible co-operative action to drive Britain’s 
economy into renewed growth. 

The vast majority of the British people can’t afford to wait 
until the next general election for a change in our economic and 
growth policies.  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

Fred Morrison/ 
Matheu Watson
NEARING completion 
of their Scottish tour, the 
College of Piping proved to 
be an excellent and intimate 
venue for Fred and Matheu’s 
Glasgow concert.  

On an evening of sub zero 
temperatures in the city the 
music generated warmth 
although Fred, unlike the 
capacity audience, seemed 
to have a problem with his 
internal thermostat! This, 
however, was a vintage Fred 
Morrison concert and he was 
ably supported by Matheu 
no matter how fast - and as 
you might imagine that was 
often very fast - the  pipes 
were played. Fred declared 
his attachment over the years 
to the college and it was 
therefore probably appropriate 
he played the Highland 
bagpipes more often than in 
some previous concerts. 

That said, his expertise on 
the reel pipes, the low whistle 
and the uillean pipes were 
also showcased in what was 
a memorable exhibition of 
traditional Highland music 
albeit with a visit to Kansas 
City thrown in.

Glasgow Skye 
Association
JUST three years short of its 
150th anniversary, Glasgow 
Skye Association held its 
annual gathering in the Gaelic 
School when the guest of 
honour was Arthur Cormack, 
no stranger to the association.  

Despite reasonable weather, 
the attendance was somewhat 
disappointing. Singers for 
the evening were Mary 
Ann Kennedy, Iseabail 
MacTaggart, Darren MacLean 
and Alasdair Whyte while 
accordion selections were 
provided by Stewart Cameron, 
of Deoch ’n Dorus, joined by 
accompanist Alan Kitchen. 

The association is unique 
in that it can call on Glasgow 
Skye Pipe Band which, 
with Pipe Major Kenneth 
MacLeod, showed why it was 
so successful at last year’s 
competitions.  

Brogan Elder, grand-
daughter of president 
Margaret Elder and her 
husband Brian, presented 
Arthur with a memento of the 
occasion. 

At  the dance in Glasgow 
University Union, which 
followed the concert, music 
was provided by Deoch 
’n Dorus, which are to be 
congratulated on winning 
‘Best Scottish Dance Band’ 
at the MG Alba Traditional 
Music Awards in Fort William 
the following evening.  

A successful Annual 
Dinner was held in Glasgow 
University Union with a main 
speech from Arthur Cormack 
followed by a toast to the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
delivered by Rosemary 
Ward, Director of the Gaelic 
Books Council, with the 
reply from Iain MacLeod. 
Finlay MacDonald and 
Seumas Campbell sustained 
the informal ceilidh which 
concluded an enjoyable 
evening. 

Royal National 
Mòd 2013 Choral 
Concert
PAISLEY Abbey was the 
venue of a choral evening 
prior to which a special Mòd 

to each future Mòd venue, was 
presented to An Comunn by 
the local council.  

In the sub zero temperatures 

technical hitch, showed some 

resistance to being raised 
or perhaps it wanted the 
choral singing of ‘Suas leis 
a Ghaidhlig’ to be extended! 
Certainly that was not the 
wish of the choristers who 
were happy to  return to the 
relative warmth of the Abbey 
for the main event of the 
evening which was chaired by 
radio and television announcer 
John Carmichael. John was 
in good form introducing 
the adult choirs from the 
immediate area - Largs 
Gaelic Choir, Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association, Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir and Govan 
Gaelic Choir, and the recently 
formed Renfrewshire Junior 
Gaelic Choral Association. 

The format of the evening 
was that each of the adult 
choirs sang two pieces with an 
additional item from the choir 
members and this resulted in 
a successful variety for the 
audience. In addition there 
was massed choir singing both 
at the start and the end of the 
evening. 

Piper Meg Buchanan 
and Craig MacFarlane, 
accordionist and graduate 
of the Traditional Course 
at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland and who also 
won the competition earlier 
this year to compose a new 
tune for Mod Phaislig, also 
contributed to a thoroughly 
enjoyable concert. 

A Gaelic Christmas 
in Paisley
HOLY Trinity and St 
Barnabas Church, Paisley, will 
be the place to be on Sunday 
December 16 at 2.30pm when 
Alison Buchanan will be 
singing traditional carols and 
there will also be a glass of 
something festive. Tickets, 
£5, are available from www.
modphaislig2013@yahoo.
co.uk. Entrance for children 
is free.

Christmas 
Storybook
AFTER the success of 

night in Glasgow Phil and 
his friends - Eddi Reader, 
Karen Matheson  and John 
McCusker - return this year 

Storybook at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday December 19 in 
the Old Fruitmarket.  

They will be joined by Kris 
Drever, Ian Carr and a group 
of jazz musicians. 

Diary dates 
Friday December 14:
Glasgow Uist and Barra  
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, 9pm to 1am.  
Clydebank and District 
Association Ceilidh, Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm
Saturday December 15:  
Glasgow Skye Association 

Centre, 2.30pm. Highlander’s 
Club Dance, Partick Burgh 
Hall, 8pm, Donnie and 
Diane’s Band.
Sunday December 16: A 
Gaelic Christmas in Paisley 
- see above.
Wednesday December 
19: Gaelic Quiz, Park Bar, 
7.30pm.
Thursday December 20: Phil 
Cunningham’s Christmas 
Songbook - see above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided 
by Scott Harvey on Friday, 
Eriskay Lilt on Saturday 
and Willie Cameron/ Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday while in 
the Islay Inn it will be Black 
Velvet on Friday and Ragaels 
on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Neil Clark of Fort William submitted this week’s flashback photograph which is of the 1932 Feochan United shinty team.  Back row, 
left to right: W Campbell; N MacAskill; S MacAskill; H Ross; A MacNaughton; J Maclean and M MacNicoll. Front: M MacInnes; J Clark; N 
Clark; A Buchanan and A Clark. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.

co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints 
returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Feochan United shinty team - 1932 

devolution and it is patently 
untrue to suggest that the SNP 
government - that enjoys a much 
higher level of public approval 
after six years of control in 
Scotland than the UK coalition 
has after two years - is focussed 
simply on the forthcoming 
referendum.

-
nance from central government, 
when people are facing wage 
restraint and spiralling living 

suggest an abandonment of long 
held social care principles, the 
Scottish government is pledged 
to retain the council tax freeze, 
the abolition of prescription 
charges, support for higher edu-
cation, apprenticeships and for 
elderly care and free bus travel. 

Charging students tuition fees 
and back door privatisation of 
the NHS, both of which appear 
to be on Mr Cochrane’s agenda, 
would do nothing to improve 
children’s education or the gen-
eral health of our people. 

Mr Cochrane’s main function 
in his day job is ‘putting a kilt’ 
on the Scottish edition of the 
Daily Telegraph. Such a role is 
surely not required for The Oban 
Times.
Kenneth MacColl.

Argyll shuns major 
tourism event  
Sir,
Many will already know that 
2013 is The Year of Natural 
Scotland.

To kick this off Scottish 
Natural Heritage organised a 
conference in Perth which my 
wife and I attended. There were 
representatives from all council 
authorities across Scotland, 
hundreds of individuals in the 
tourism industry including Cale-
donian MacBrayne, National 
Trust for Scotland, Scottish 
Enterprise and the John Muir 
Trust, both National Parks and 
dozens of individual wildlife 
businesses like my own.

When the amazing natural 
environment of Argyll and its Is-
lands is by far our most valuable 
asset and the one that puts more 
cash into the area’s coffers than 
anything else, where were the 
representatives from Argyll and 
Bute Council? 

Where was anyone from Mull 
Community Council, our com-
munity trust, our own tourism 
marketing group Holiday Mull. 
Where was our councillor? 
Where was our MSP? 

The meeting was in a great 
venue, very well attended by all 
the right people and all had the 
chance to ask questions about 
The Year of Natural Scotland 
2013.

The fact no one from this area 
could be bothered to attend 
showed a total disregard for 
the area’s economy and its vital 
tourism industry.

In the words of Mike Cantley 
The Chairman of Visit Scotland: 

come only the two of us and 
good old CalMac from this 
entire area think so? 
David Woodhouse, Isle of Mull 
Wildlife Expeditions.

Windfarm report 
based on flawed 
research
Sir,
Your story in the November 
29 edition with reference 
to  the report  of the Scottish 
Government’s Economy, Energy 
and Tourism Committee that 
‘Windfarms will not damage  
tourism’ was misleading. 

Most of Scottish media was 
equally misleading, such that 
a cynic could conclude that 
the Scottish Government had 
been very skillful in its news 
management! 

The media generally omitted 
reporting the committee’s full 
remit which required it to address: 
targets/planning/grid and other 

and technology/communities/
renewal heat/tourism/renewable 
energy for transport.

Twelve of the committee’s 20 
sessions addressed these issues. 

12 sessions combined to run to 
over 400 pages. Less than two 

referred to tourism. 
With regards to tourism, the 

evidence the committee reviewed 
was based on selective, out-

main body of Scottish research 
is based on a 2007 sample when 
only 11 wind farms and 217 
turbines were operational.

This is in stark contract to the 
current Scottish landscape of 
1,752 operational turbines, 634 
under construction, a further 
759 consented and a further 
1,649 awaiting consent. 

The committee ignored the 
Scottish Government’s own 
research where it stated with 
regard to Caithness (three 
wind farms/36 turbines) that 
windfarms could ‘negatively 
affect tourists looking for 
scenery and tranquility’. 

The same research reviewed 
by the committee revealed that a 
Danish off shore wind farm had 

not gained approval by Danish 
Government on the grounds of 
its potential negative impact on 
tourism.

The area was Denmark’s 

area - echoes of Tiree.
Since the committee completed 

its evidence, VisitScotland has 

proposed wind farm on the 
grounds of its potential negative 
tourist impact. 

What stronger evidence 
does the Scottish Government 
require on the potential negative 
impact on tourism than its own 
research and its own national 
tourist agency objecting to a 
windfarm?
Robert Trythall, Secretary, No 
Tiree Array.

Missed
appointments
Sir,
Considering the cost of the 
NHS to all of us, we should be 
concerned that the Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) reports 
that ten per cent of Argyll and 
Bute patients failed to attend 
outpatient appointments last 
year. However, I do wonder 
whether the CHP has made any 

did not attend.
In the last three months 

I have missed two hospital 
appointments because I did not 
receive a letter notifying me. 
One was at Oban and the other at 
the Southern General, although 
I have some suspicion that the 
latter never sent a letter.

I phoned the number given 
on the subsequent appointment 
letter from Oban, headed ‘missed 
appointment’, and was given the 
details of when the appointment 
was and the date the letter was 
posted, but when I suggested that 
an e-mail might be more reliable 
the suggestion was dismissed as 
being impossible.

It might be a good idea for 
the CHP to investigate why 
patients do not attend, and also 

consider the e-mail feasibility. 
Nowadays a large proportion 
of the population must have 
email access and I am sure that 
some not over-clever software 
could automatically generate 
an email when the standard 
appointment letter is prepared. 
All the appropriate information 

computer.
Incidentally, in the last six 

months I have also failed to 
receive a bank statement and 
a credit-card bill, both items 
detailing information useful for 
identity theft!
C J Hughes. Ferry House, 
South Cuan, Oban.

Lochnell Primary 
School thanks
Sir, 
Please could you help us to 
thank everyone who so kindly 
contributed their memories and 
photographs to our display at 
our recent 20th birthday celebra-
tions.

It was great to see so many 
former, present and future pupils 
enjoying this event together.

We learned a lot about our 
school in the past and we were 

in the old days children could go 
up Beinn Lora and down to the 
beach during break times!

A very big thank you must go to 
our parent council – we couldn’t 
have done it without you.

Thank you again to everyone 
for giving us a great day to add 
to our memories of Lochnell 
Primary School.
Ben Fitton, Kate MacPherson 
and Katie Barlow on behalf of 
all pupils and staff of Lochnell 
Primary School. 

Political 
correspondent
Sir,
While at one time The Oban 
Times was seen as a radical and 
outspoken champion in High-
land topics like crofting rights 
and land reform, for long it has 
been silent on local and national 
political issues. 

I see we now have a regular 
political columnist. Now I do 
not for a moment suggest your 
readers should be doled out 
opinions that are always amena-
ble but the views of your present 
correspondent suggest that a 
Tory from Dundee, while a rare 
enough breed in itself, is not the 
most suitable choice.

I understand  the Daily 
Telegraph correspondent Alan 
Cochrane contributes to your 
sister publication, Scottish Field, 

resonance but is there not room 
for some counterweight to be 
applied when his views appear 
in The Oban Times where his 
attitudes are so out of kilter 
with the electoral priorities of 
your readership across the West 
Highlands and Islands? 

Check out the political rep-
resentation around you if you 
doubt this.

Most of the problems facing 
Scotland at present are certainly 
not attributable to 14 years of 

However, the location of such farms should be considered care-
fully, particularly on the west coast where tourism is vital to so 
many jobs and the prosperity of the area. 

Loch Etive, between the banks of Bonawe and Taynuilt, is 
the latest area to be subject to a planning application for a large 

of equipment visible above the surface of the water exceeding 
three football pitches in size, there can be no doubt it will have a 
drastic visual impact.

Loch Etive is, however, one of Scotland’s greatest natural as-

to receive increased interest thanks to Glen Etive being featured 

Common sense must prevail on an issue so important for the 
Argyll and Bute economy.
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NEWSDESK 
01631 568000

Thursday, December 17, 1992

The Oban Times 20 years ago

Last posting dates for Christmas

Four-year-old Christina Files from Oban issues a timely reminder that the last posting day for 
second class Christmas mail is tomorrow. For first class mail the last date is Monday December 21. 

MULL’S slaughterhouse could 
go to the wall because of costly 
European Community regula-
tions, a council meeting was 
told last week.

The committee which runs 
the slaughterhouse has written 

to Argyll and Bute District 
Council asking it to reinstate 
a 50 per cent subsidy for meat 
inspection charges, removed 
in 1992, and to empty its skips 
free of charge.

Council vice chairman John 

Wilson, the local member, 
warned that its closure would 
see a return to illegal ‘back 
door’ killing.

He said: ‘This slaughterhouse 
will go to the wall if we don’t 
try and help it.’

Euro regulations to axe Mull abattoir?

Fare rise threat to the isles

This year’s winner of the Newcomers Challengers Championship 
at the Esso Scottish Rally Championships, rallyist James MacGil-
livray from Pennygown on Mull, is seen receiving his award from 

Mrs Hazel Morrison, wife of Murdo Morrison, Esso Petroleum 
regional public relations manager. 

Some of the children who are taking part in the Christmas play. 

Christmas play at Waternish
HAVE you heard the one about 
the Mexican, the Chinese lady 
and the Norwegian?

They will all be playing a role 
in a Christmas play given by 
Knockbreak Primary School 
pupils at Waternish Village 

Hall. The youngsters will be 
donning the everyday attire of 
people from different countries, 
in ‘King Counts Ten’, to spread 
the true meaning of Christmas.

The story centres on foreign 
visitors who bring gifts for the 

king’s children. Including lan-
terns brought by Chinese lady 
Sarah MacLeod, oranges from 
Mexican, Donald MacLeod and 
Christmas trees from Norwe-
gian, Tim Arnold and from six 
others. 

Political harmony
STRATHCLYDE regional councillors of all 
political colours put aside their differences to get 
together to sing Christmas carols to raise money 
for Christian Aid. The all-day event took place on 
December 12 at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, 

Great Western Road, Glasgow.
The regional council group comprised of (back 

row left to right) councillors Iain Drysdale, Wil-
liam Petrie, David Crossan, (front row) Christo-
pher Mason, Helen McElhone and Iain Bell. 

CALEDONIAN MacBrayne 
(CalMac) claims that fares to 
west coast islands could rise if 
the Skye Bridge goes ahead and 

service is dismantled.
CalMac’s managing director, 

Colin Paterson, said the Kyle 
to Kyleakin service is one of 
their major sources of revenue 
and that unless the government 
increases its annual grant to 
subsidise the rest of the ferry 
network, prices could rise.

He said the service contributes 
to many of the routes which do 

not make a surplus and keeps 
costs at a reasonable level.

Mr Paterson added that though 
a private operator could run a 
ferry from Kyle to Kyleakin, 
CalMac will not be allowed to.

This is because the Scottish 
-

holders which prohibits CalMac 
from running a car ferry in 
competition with the bridge.

‘Clearly we need something to 
make up the difference in some 
way, either in increased charges 
or increased grants,’ said Mr 
Paterson.

WORK on a £320,000 project to meet a demand for new factories in 
Lochaber started this week.

Taking the controls of a mechanical digger, Lochaber District 

Industrial Estate, Corpach, where four 1,500 square foot factory 
units will be constructed.

Construction work has been brought forward because Lochaber 

demand for the units while marketing start-up premises, which are 
to be completed by the end of the monthat the Ben Nevis industrial 
estate, Claggan.

Work starts on new 
Lochaber factory unit

20 years ago

FORT William rolled out the red carpet for the MG 
Alba 2012 Scots Trad Music Awards on Saturday 
night – and Lochaber was among the honours 
as Lochaline’s Riona Whyte was announced as 
Gaelic Singer of the Year.

To loud cheers from family and friends from 
Mull, Morvern, Barra and Ardnamurchan, Riona 
took to the Nevis Centre stage to receive her award 
from Gaelic singing star Arthur Cormack.

An audience of around 600 attended the gala 
event, which was broadcast live on BBC Alba.

A delighted Riona told The Oban Times
backstage: ‘It is absolutely fabulous. My whole 
body was shaking when I was walking up that 
hall.’ The talented artist recently released her 

debut album ‘Bunachas’ (Roots) on Ardgour 
studio Watercolour’s Stòras imprint.

Watercolour’s Mary Ann Kennedy, who co-
hosted the awards said: ‘We’re really delighted 
that Riona is getting the recognition she deserves. 

‘Her album Bunachas was a joy to work and play 
on, and we hope it will give many more folk the 
chance to hear a special voice.’

Isle of Skye ‘electrad’ band Niteworks - Chris 
Nicolson and Allan MacDonald from Braes 
and Breakish boys Ruaridh Graham and Innes 
Strachan – won the Up and Coming Artist of the 
Year award. 

 See our exclusive Trad Awards photonews 
special, page 15. 

Gaelic Singer of the Year Riona Whyte: a popular winner at the MG Alba 2012 Scots Trad Music 
Awards. 20_f50trad06

Town rolls out red carpet 
for Trad Music Awards

Plockton 
Music School         
students launch 
new CD

PLOCKTON Music School 

their latest CD ‘Last Band 
Standing’ at their Christmas 
concert on Saturday.

The album features a mix of 
the old and the new in Scottish 
traditional music, chosen 
and arranged by the students 
themselves. 

The production of the centre’s 
annual CD is the focal point 
of every school year, with the 
material selected from all live 
performance arrangements.

The CD is available from 
the school or at www.
musicplockton.org.

HIGHLAND Council has 
pledged to help local people 
clear snow and ice from local 
footpaths.

Volunteers who have 
pre-registered through their 
community council will be 
provided with snow shovels 
and snow pushers, gloves and 
high-visibility vests.

Health and safety advice will 
be given and the council will 
provide both public liability 
and personal injury insurance. 
Discussions will also take 
place on best locations for salt 

A LOCHABER community 
council plans to set up a new 
company to handle potential 
earnings from a raft of micro 
hydropower schemes.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry believe the move 
could unlock a dividend from 
projects proposed for the area.  

A letter to the community 
council from Richard Sidgwick, 
chairman of local residents 
association Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes Group, 
prompted the bid.

Mr Sidgwick said he felt his 
group, who currently receive 

nearby Caig hydro scheme, 

of any new schemes in Loch 
Arkaig.

Community council chairman 
John Fotheringham told The 
Oban Times: ‘After a lively 
debate it was agreed that we 
would not object to the current 
status of the ABC Group in 
relation to the Caig hydro 
scheme, but we could not agree 
to a similar relationship for other 
developments.

‘There is a proliferation of 
proposals for micro hydro 
schemes across our area - there 
is likely to be four schemes in 

ROY BRIDGE could be set to 
lose its village shop after more 
than 50 years of trading due to a 
downturn in business from both 
tourists and locals.

The store, the last grocery 
outlet for 27 miles heading east 

opened in 1956 and was bought 
over by Lorna and Ray Weir in 
2007, who told The Oban Times 
this year has proved tougher 
than ever.

Mrs Weir said locals choosing 
to shop online with supermarkets 
such as Asda which offer home 
delivery was having a negative 
affect on the shop.

She said: ‘There’s a number 
of factors, but I think the Asda 
deliveries are one of the main 
ones.

‘People are going to use shops 
like Asda, that’s human nature, 
but there is a distinct possibility 
of closing the shop, which is 

A SURREY couple have been 
given the go-ahead for a house 
next to Morar’s ‘Local Hero’ 
beach - despite local opposition.

Highland Council’s south 
planning committee approved 
Jane and Mike Pardoe’s bid for 
the three-bedroom dwelling at 
Camusdarach sands on Tuesday.

The Pardoes were previously 
granted permission in 2006 on 
condition they improved access 
and turning at a public car park.

But landowner Angusina 
MacDonald-Lewis refused to 
sell the required land, leading 
the Pardoes to contest the key 

rather a shame. The business 
is obviously struggling at the 
moment, the winter is normally 
quiet anyway but this year is 
worse than normal. 

‘There was a downturn in 
tourists over the summer in the 
whole area, and it affects all 
local businesses, not just us.

‘In the winter we need local 
support. 

‘It’s not just a shop – it’s a focal 
point and it’s a place for people 
to meet. 

‘It would be a real shame if it 
closed, the village would lose 
part of its community.’

The Weirs put Roy Bridge 
Stores on sale last year but have 
not yet received any offers.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
chairman John Fotheringham 
said: ‘The shop is clearly 
suffering from the residents 
using delivery vans from Asda 
and Tesco. It feels like the 
supermarkets are spreading their 
tentacles further and further.’

An Asda spokesperson said: 
‘The reason we extended our 
home delivery was because the 
local community petitioned for 
it. They felt the local shop wasn’t 
offering them the best value and 
desperately wanted access to 
Asda.’

The supermarket started 
delivering to some Lochaber 
locations - including Roy Bridge 
– for a small charge in 2011, 
with vans travelling to the west 
Highlands from a store in Elgin.

Duror Stores, at the other end 
of Lochaber, closed in November 
2011 due to dwindling trade.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Roy Bridge 
village shop 
shutdown
on the cards

Loch Arkaig seeking permission 

‘We’ve taken the decision to 
set up a community company for 

‘To avoid any divisiveness 
we plan to speak to the ward 
manager and Voluntary Action 
Lochaber with a view to setting 
up the company to handle 

future.’
The community council 

recently discussed a number of 
planning applications for small-
scale power schemes, which will 
be decided imminently.

Approved
Developer Coneloch 

Renewables, along with SSE, 
has already had plans for a 90kW 

approved. 
Highland Council encourage 

companies developing new 
schemes to contribute to a 

is given to local residents 
affected by the development.

Local ward manager Dot 
Ferguson will be at the next 
community council meeting 
on January 8 to discuss setting 
up the new company. Mr 
Fotheringham said ABC Group 
will be invited to attend.

clause. Under legal challenge, 

‘robust’ and ruled it could not be 
imposed.

Ms MacDonald-Lewis told 
The Oban Times the decision 
disappointed her.

determined not to give up. If 
they get permission all the traf-

my croft.’
The application attracted 20 

letters of opposition from local 
people. The Pardoes could not 
be contacted.

Couple get go-ahead 
to build beach home 
despite local opposition

Spean group 
moves to cash 
in on hydro 
power plans

piles for use on footpaths. TEC 
services chairman Graham 
Phillips said: ‘Whilst the 

40 footpath gritting tractors, we 
just don’t have the resources to 
clear every path that is covered 
in snow and ice. 

‘Communities have let us 
know that, with our support, 
they would be keen to take on 
this task.’

Any community council 
interested should return the 
application form or contact their 

Pledge to help path clearing volunteers
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10 SESSION CARDS
Fitness Classes, Swim Pass, Adult  Gym
& Zumba.
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, 
Oban PA34 5JE
01631 566800 or 01631 565393

Get some Sparkle this Christmas at

precious things
Womenswear, Lingerie, Gift Sets and Sleepwear 
available for that Special Gift! Gift Vouchers also 
available. Up to 70% off selected stock
114 George Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 562510

QUADMANIA
Xmas Gift Vouchers available from Quadmania for a 
family member or friend – offering Quad Biking, Clay 
Target Shooting and Archery.
www.quadmaniascotland.co.uk 
Tel: 01369 810289

LORN AND ISLES 
TOURS
Let Lorn & Island Tours take the stress out of your 
shopping trip this Christmas. Trips tailored to your 
exact requirements by the awesome Keith!
Bookings and enquiries:
01631 566643
07830 535484

ROGERSON
FOOTWEAR
Try our Clearing Shop for a huge 
range of discounted footwear, 
including, slippers, boots and your 
Christmas party shoes. 
George Street, Oban 
www.rogersonshoes.com

THE
LANDSCAPING
CENTRE
Gift ideas for the Garden, Easdale slate 
garden features, handcrafted garden furniture 
+ drift wood collection.Chainsaws, log splitters 
+ accessories, garden machinery. 10 % off 
winter servicing. Gift vouchers available.
Unit I, Lochavullin Drive, Oban, 
PA34 4BW
Tel : 01631 571777

CUSHION BOX
Our wide range of designer cushions will enhance your couch 
or bed with colour and style. Please visit our website for a full 
range.
Email: sales@cushionbox.co.uk
Web: www.cushionbox.co.uk

THE BEANO
A gift subscription to Britain’s favourite comic 
celebrates  the funny side of life with laughs 
and pranks from icons Dennis the Menace and 
his hound, Gnasher! Quote BNO15 and get 15 
issues for £15!
How to order
Tel: 0800 318 846 (8am-9pm, 7 days)
www.beano.com/subscribe
Please quote: BNO15

THE SCOTS MAGAZINE
Subscribe and join the world’s most widely read 
Scottish interest magazine. It celebrates Scotland’s 

FREE gift with worth £19.99!
How to order
Tel: 0800 318 846 (8am-9pm, 7days)
www.scotsmagazine.com

TRIAL FLIGHT 
EXPERIENCE
VOUCHERS
cally – perfect for the last minute gift!
Prices from an amazing £69.99!
Highland Aviation
Tel: 01667 460361
www.highlandaviation.com

BEAUTIFUL & STUNNING 
GIFT IDEAS

arrangements. Superb holly wreaths. Deliveries through 

Flower Shop
Lochgilphead, Tel: 01546 602056

THE PEOPLE’S 
FRIEND

A subscription to the “Friend” brings regular 

serial instalments every issue, puzzles, craft, 
cookery and nostalgia as well as fascinating 

for 6 months (25 issues)+ FREE GIFT with 
your order 

How to orderTel: 0800 318 846 (8am-
9pm, 7days)

www.thepeoplesfriend.co.uk
Please quote PFLLC

THE GEM BOX
Treat someone this Christmas to a stunning 
gift from The Gem Box and recieve a 
FREE Pearl Bracelet worth £20 with every 

this advertisement. 
The Gem Box, Esplanade, Oban, 
PA34 5PT
01631 562180

Times inspire you with these fantastic last minute gift ideas, see adverts for details 
about how to purchase.

THE PUFFER BAR & RESTAURANT
Contemporary hampers featuring handmade preserves, confectionery, ales & 
liqueurs from artisan producers in Easdale Island & Argyll. From £25 inc.UK 
P&P. Local free delivery*
Please phone 01852 300022 
www.pufferhampercompany.co.uk

TRADITIONAL OAK 
SMOKED SALMON

December. Also our 
FAMOUS £25 SEAFOOD 

PLATTERS

Railway Pier, Oban.
Very competitively priced.

Phone Orders: 07881 418 565, 
07788 426695, 01631 569937

HIGHLAND TITLES
For the person who has everything, give a conservation gift with a twist. 
Purchase a Piece of the Scottish Highlands and you will ensure the land is 
protected from development. Plus the land owner can style themselves as 
Lord or Lady.
Prices start at £29.99 from www.highlandtitles.com
Telephone 01481 823938

FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE
Top Quality Local Beef, Lamb, Pork, Sausages. Plus 

Open 7 days a week until Christmas.
Barbreck Farm, By Lochgilphead
01852 500271
www.barbreckfarm.co.uk

KIERAN HEALEY 
PHOTOGRAPHY
The Perfect Christmas Gift to suit all animal lovers. Kieran 
Healey Pet Photography is a friendly and professional service 
that produces high quality memories at fantastic prices. 
Please call today on 07795 325359 
or email kieranhealeyphotography@yahoo.co.uk 
for further information. 
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A POTENTIAL teaching crisis 
in the Gaelic medium unit at 
Broadford Primary School has 
been averted after two teachers 
were recruited on a jobshare ba-
sis to cover for maternity leave.

The new staff, one from Skye 
and the other from Lewis, will 
bring their language skills to the 
classroom when pupils return 
after the New Year holidays.

Fears had been expressed that 
tuition in Gaelic for 39 pupils 
would suffer after no applicants 
for the temporary post came 
forward.

But now P1-P3 Gaelic medium 
pupils will continue to be taught 
through the language in all sub-
jects. A second Gaelic teacher 
remains in post teaching P4-7 
children. 

One parent with a child in the 
junior class, who asked not to be 
named, told The Oban Times:
‘This has come as a bit of a relief 
to be honest. At least now we are 
not going to be worrying about 
who is going to be teaching the 
children.

‘But it’s been hard recruiting 
staff and is becoming more 

contracts are not going to be giv-
ing those up to cover maternity 
leave.’

Chairman of the council’s adult 
and children’s services commit-
tee Councillor Alasdair Christie 
said: ‘Following the closing date 
for the maternity cover, the coun-
cil then actively worked with the 
head teacher to seek a solution 
to the fact that no applications 
had been received. We have 
been working together for some 
time to remedy the situation. All 

Plockton High 
School pupil off     
to Strasbourg
PLOCKTON High School sixth 
year pupil Catriona Galloway 
has been selected to take part in 
the Euroscola Project. 

Catriona will travel next 
month with 25 students from all 
over Scotland to Strasbourg.

There the Scots will work with 
other students of the same age 

programme of research, 
planning and discussion, 
culminating in a debate in the 
European Parliament.

A ROY Bridge church will be alive with 
Christmas carols and festive music for 
Lochaber Music School’s annual concert on 
Sunday.

Stars of the show will be folk group Sgoil 
Chiùil Loch Abar - Hannah MacRae, Helena 
Rose, Kirstin McAdam, Caitrin Edmond, 
Francesca Rose and Ruari Edmond - who 
won gold at this year’s Mòd in Dunoon.

The music school will perform seasonal 
orchestral, ensemble and solo pieces and will 

preview traditional music specially recorded 
for BBC Alba’s Christmas Eve service. 

Choristers will sing new music specially 
written for the concert and the string 
orchestra and handbell ringers will 
accompany the audience carols. 

Refreshments
The concert starts at 3pm in St Margaret’s 

and will be followed with home-baked 
seasonal refreshments and a fundraising 

BIG-HEARTED locals helped Kilmallie Community 
-

mas Fair at the popular venue on Saturday.
Chairman Jimmy Smith said on Monday: ‘I’d like to 

thank everybody for coming along. We have spent over 
-

ing up the toilets. We have no paid staff, just volunteers, 
and we depend on the local community’s support. We 

have so many facilities here – I think we are the only hall 
in the Highland Council area that ticks all the boxes. The 
only thing is that a lot of local people don’t know what 
we have here.’

THE FOURTH Christmas 
Leven Festival proved to be 
another success in Kinlochleven 

to the Ice Factor for a day of 
festive fun.

Attractions included the 
Caingorm Reindeer team, sales 
stalls and Santa in his North 
Pole-like ice cave. 

Speaking to The Oban Times
on Monday, orgainser Kay 

enterprise.
She said: ‘It was a brilliant 

day. We are now thinking of 
doing a Summer Leven Festival 
as well.’

She added: ‘We could not raise 
the money without the boxing 
club, which give us a room for 
our wee charity shop.’

Ms McDuff also thanked 
the Ice Factor, Kinlochleven 
Community Trust and the local 
Co-op for their support.

Community carol 
service
KILMALLIE Community 
Centre will host a community 
carol service on Sunday 
December 16.

The event, traditionally a big 

Everyone welcome.

Health secretary 
to visit 
Ardnamurchan
THE SCOTTISH Government’s 
health secretary is to visit 
Ardnamurchan on January 28 to 
discuss the ongoing out-of-
hours 999 cover in the area.

Alex Neil MSP will meet 
with representatives from the 
three local community councils 
during his visit as well as NHS 

The visit was originally 
scheduled for September but 
was postponed after Nicola 
Sturgeon was moved from 
health to become infrastructure 
secretary.

A TORLUNDY man who falsely told police 
he had killed a woman in Corpach has been 
ordered to undergo mental health treatment.

Adrian Hammond Smith, of 3 North 
Steadings, called 999 from his house on 
September 21 and made the claim, sending 

She was traced safe and well and unaware of 
Smith’s claim.

Six days later Smith knocked on his 
neighbour’s door while naked and told the 

man who answered he was a sex offender 

were called to the A82 between Torlundy 
and Nevis Range and found the 46-year-old 
standing in the northbound carriageway. 

front of a passing lorry.
Appearing at Fort William Sheriff Court 

from custody, Smith, who had no previous 
criminal convictions, pled guilty to all three 
charges.

NORTH Uist is going ‘back to the 
future’ by reviving a traditional 
craft industry to create much-
needed employment.

The island’s last spinning 
mill at Locheport ran for just a 

community enterprise Uist Wool 
is on track to open a new mill at 
Scotvein on Grimsay.  

South Uist contractor JJ 
Macdonald and Sons started 
work at the site this week, 
heralding the building’s 
completion by spring next year.

The ambitious undertaking has 
been four years in the planning 
following the establishment 
of the Uist wool development 

Its successor Uist Wool took 
over last year and has secured 

and other activities. Leader Innse 

vacancies are advertised widely 
and in situations such as Gaelic 
medium where we appreci-
ate that there is a shortage of 
personnel, we work closely with 
schools and potential candidates 
to make these posts as attractive 
as possible.’

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch, 
contacted Highland Council 
after being alerted to the situa-
tion by a constituent at his recent 
surgery in Broadford.

Praising the efforts of 
Broadford head teacher Gordon 
Wyness, he said: ‘It is thanks to 
him that the situation has been 
remedied. 

‘The uncertainty must have 
been upsetting for both the 
children and their parents. I am 
saddened that there were no 
applicants for the position and 
will be contacting Highland 
Council to see what can be done 
to resolve this in the future.’

‘I look forward to working 
together with Highland Council 
to ensure that the uncertainties 
that occurred here do not happen 
again.’

But Councillor Christie 
hit back: ‘Highland Council 
staff have been working on this 
well before Dave Thompson 
MSP got involved.’

Local councillor and Comunn 
na Gàidhlig chairman Hamish 
Fraser told The Oban Times: ‘As 
far as I am aware there was not 
a major issue and if there was it 
has been covered.’

Jimmy Smith gets into the festive spirit with Maisie Dennison and Margaret Simpson at Saturday’s Christmas Fair. 20_f50kilmallie01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Big-hearted locals back Kilmallie Hall Christmas fair

Clockwise from left: Nikki 
Glayrose, Kay McDuff, Gina 
Bruce-Low and Oban mum 

Emily Lawn with 15-month old 
daughter Amanda join Santa in 

his chilly ice cave 20_f50leven01 

Parents’ 
relief as 
teachers 
recruited
Broadford Primary School 
crisis averted as Gaelic 
teaching post is covered

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Hundreds flock to festival

CALANAS training course, 
Intermediate Wool, covers all 
stages of modern-day small-
scale woolwork production. 

The programme features 
practical work, theory and 
discussion sessions, croft visits 

Trainees visited Lewis and 
Harris to see a working spinning 
mill and met weavers and 
organisations involved in the 
current Harris Tweed revival.   

The training ensures local 
people will take up long-term 
work placements at the new 

production on the Uists for 

‘Heritage machinery’ currently 
being reconditioned in Yorkshire 

machine and a carding machine 
of even older vintage. 

A new spinner/plyer is also 
being delivered from from 
Belfast Mini Mills in Prince 
Edward Island, Canada.

Project co-ordinator Dana 
MacPhee told The Oban Times:
‘We are aiming for four full time 
equivalent jobs - which may not 
sound very much but in a small 
community like ours that is quite 

will operate throughout the year. 
Evidence from the feasibility 
study suggets there will be a 
demand. Spinning, weaving 
and knitting have become quite 
trendy. But it’s early days.’

CALANAS is supported in 
part by the European Social 
Fund and Awards for All.

Uist Wool is planning a special 
open day to mark the mill’s 
opening.

North Uist in a spin 
with new mill plan

Man must get mental health treatment

Music school’s concert high notes

Work starts on project to revive 
traditional craft industry

LOCHABER councillors 
recently made six cash awards 
from their discretionary budget:

Glengarry Community 

citizens Christmas party; Wild 
Lochaber (sub-group of OCUK) 
– contribution to Wild Lochaber 

agreed in principle; Loch-
aber Disability Access Panel 
- contribution to running costs 

Folks Association - contribution 
to Christmas lunch and summer 

Community Association - 
contribution to Christmas meal 
for elderly residents and outing 

Caol Regeneration Company 
– contribution to Lochaber 
Lunch Club Christmas Party 

Cash boost for groups
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IT WAS all smiles at Upper Achintore 
Primary School last Thursday as around 
90 P3-P7 pupils celebrated completing 
a six-week shinty training, food hygeine 
and healthy eating course.

Fort William Shinty Club chairman 
Richard Gall and Camanachd Association 

were on hand to present the children with 

Mr Gall told the pupils: ‘A lot of our 
players have come through here over 

the years I’m sure, and one I know of is 
Adam Robertson.

‘I would be delighted if any of you came 
along to our under-14 shinty training with 
Victor Smith. 

Great sport
‘One of our main jobs is to try to get a 

coach into schools regularly. Shinty is a 
great sport and we would love to see you 
taking it up. I’m sure you would enjoy it.’

Last month the Camanachd Association 
announced a three-year partnership with 

the Food Standards Agency to deliver the 
hygiene, healthy eating and activity in 
primary schools (HHEAPS) programme 
to thousands of primary pupils across 
Scotland.

shire, Inverness, Strathspey, Badenoch, 
Lochaber, Skye, Mid Argyll, Dunoon, 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen.

Other Lochaber schools involved 
included Caol and Lochyside RC.

was extremely successful when piloted 
earlier this year and we see this as an 
exciting opportunity to introduce a large 
number of youngsters to shinty and 
an important lifestyle message around 
heathly eating and exercise.’

Coaches
Top club coaches involved include 

Stuart Macintosh, Glenurquhart; Willie 
Cowie, Skye; Michael Clark, Kingussie; 

ROSS, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Charles Kennedy has welcomed 
the Chancellor George 
Osborne’s Autumn Statement 
– particularly the rise in the 
personal tax allowance and the 
cancellation of the fuel duty 
increase.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘The 
cancellation of the fuel duty 
increase will be extremely 
welcome news for the hundreds 

KISHORN Port Ltd in Wester 
Ross has made a breakthrough in 
its bid to become a major centre 
of operations for the growing 
offshore renewables sector.

The company has announced a 
lease with Trident Energy (TE), 
an independent developer of 
attachable wave energy power 
devices for oil-rigs and wind 
turbines.

From spring 2013, TE will 
test its PowerPod technology at 
sea and gather operating data to 
inform commercial designs and 
performance modelling. 

The power plants work by 
harnessing wave action to supply 
off-grid renewable electricity, 
reducing reliance on offshore 
diesel generation. 

During the Kishorn tests, the 
PowerPod prototype will be 
attached to the side of a deep-
water jetty. 

Sea conditions at Kishorn, 
a former oil-rig fabrication 
yard, are less extreme than 
the open ocean. But waves are 

TWO SKYE and Lochalsh 
businesses have been 
shortlisted for the Scottish 2012 
Countryside Alliance Awards.

The Skye Quilt Studio in 

in the ‘start-up’ category while 
the Glenelg-based Skye Ferry 
Community Interest Company 

AN ISLE of Skye gardener has 
been voted cream of the crop 
at a prestigious London awards 
ceremony.

David MacLean, head 
gardener at Dunvegan Castle 
and Gardens, won the ‘Beyond 
the Call of Duty’ accolade at 
Hudson’s Heritage Awards at 
Goldsmith’s Hall in London.

Mr MacLean received his 
award from TV chef Lloyd 
Grossman and TV broadcaster 
and writer Lucinda Lambton.

The annual event recognises 
the UK’s top heritage attractions 
and their contribution to the 
UK tourism industry across 11 
categories.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I am very 

Fort William Shinty Club chairman Richard Gall and Camanachd Association shinty development officer Russell Jones with the Upper Achintore pupils after the 
presentation. 20_f50schools01

All smiles as Upper Achintore pupils complete course

purposes, meaning costs and 
risks associated with offshore 
deployments are lower. 

TE will test different control 
systems during the trial period, 
subject to marine licence 
approval. The lease with Kishorn 
Port is for an initial period of one 
year. 

Trident Energy chief operating 

said: ‘Looking for a jetty on 
which to test our co-located 
wave technology posed two 
challenges. 

‘First, jetties are largely in 
sheltered locations. 

‘Second, most structurally 
sound jetties have other on-going 
operations. 

‘Kishorn represents a great 
solution – the site is a legacy 
from oil and gas construction in 
the 1970s and offers a substantial, 

unused deep-water jetty which is 
exposed to energetic waves from 
the southwest.

‘The management team 
at Kishorn Port have been 
extremely supportive and we 
look forward to working with 

them as we install and test our 
PowerPod technology.’

Kishorn Port Ltd director 
Alasdair Ferguson said Kishorn 
– already in the National 
Renewables Infrastructure Plan 
for Scotland – was ‘ideally 
suited’ for such projects. 

He added: ‘We see this 
agreement between KPL and 
Trident Energy as only the 
beginning. Potential projects 
and developments on site for 
the renewable energy sector 
for offshore wind, wave and 
tidal will be able to utilise the 
exceptionally deep water, berths, 
dry dock, quarry and expansive 
laydown land which Kishorn 
Port has to offer.’

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise chief executive Alex 
Paterson said: ‘This leasing 
agreement with Trident Energy 

port’s capabilities, the local skills 
and workforce and its prime 
location as a base for servicing 
the renewables market.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Ali Ferguson: signed deal. 
20_50kishorn01

David MacLean, left, receives his award from Lloyd Grossman and 
Lucinda Lambton. 

honoured to receive this award 
for our garden on the Isle of 
Skye. It was exciting and a 
bit overwhelming. I would 
like to thank Hugh MacLeod, 

Dunvegan and the many years 
of dedication from my wife 
Rosemary.’ 

Estate director Hugh MacLeod 

the entire team at Dunvegan 
Castle and Gardens are thrilled 
that David’s impressive career in 
horticulture spanning 53 years 
has been recognised in this way. 
David MacLean is a profoundly 
modest man of exceptional 
ability and this award is 
thoroughly deserved.’ 

Isle of Skye gardener cream of the crop

Trial postponed 
after witnesses 
fail to appear
THE TRIAL of a Kinlochleven 
man accused of assaulting a 
man during an incident in the 
village has been postponed after 
witnesses failed to appear.

Philip McDonagh, aged 37, 
had been due to stand trial 
for the alleged attacks, which 
occurred at a house on Foyers 
Road on August 31.

Fiscal Alison Wylie said a 
number of Crown witnesses, 
including one of the victims had 
not shown up at Fort William 
Sheriff Court for the trial last 
Wednesday. 

She added: ‘I will certainly be 
making enquires to ascertain 
the reasons for their non-
attendance.’

Philip McDonagh, of 32 
Foyers Road, denies stamping 
on the head and body of the 
man until he was unconscious 
and acting in a threatening and 
abusive manner by repeatedly 
striking a door, shouting 
aggressively and entering the 
property uninvited.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin agreed 
to postpone the trial until 

FORT William Chamber of 
Commerce (FWCC) is on track 
to achieve its target of having 
100 members by Christmas.

The group took its membership 
to 99 when it welcomed two new 

Vernon of Morvich Guest House 

Scotland, at its latest meeting.
FWCC chairman Don Hind 

congratulated Fishing Scotland 

award from VisitScotland.
The networking event in Ben 

Nevis Distillery also heard a 
presentation from Scott Donald 
of KD Partnership, who gave the 
30-plus members a fascinating 
insight into their architectural 
projects from small croft house 
conversions to large-scale 

Lochaber woman 
denies £36,000 
benefit fraud
A LOCHABER woman has 
denied fraudulently claiming 

over six years.
Anne Mustarde, of Tigh Linn, 

Kinlocheil, pled not guilty to 
pretending to have no savings 
to claim income support from 
the Department of Work and 

August 2010.
The 49-year-old is due to stand 

trial at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on February 25, with a 

13.

Music school 
students take        
to club stage
STUDENTS at Plockton 
Music School - the Centre 
For Excellence In Traditional 
Scottish Music - will be guest 
artistes at Skye Accordion and 

the New Year.
Around 10 young musicians, 

box players, will make the trip 

Royal Hotel in Portree, music 
school administrator Rhona 
Sharp said.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
in national call for 
Gaelic teachers
BÒRD na Gàidhlig is making a 
national call for Gaelic teachers 
through a 12-day advertising 
campaign.

The move represents a major 
step-up in efforts to meet 
ambitious targets laid down in 
the National Gaelic Language 
Plan 2012– 2017.

A BnaG spokesperson told 
The Oban Times: ‘We know 
we have a huge job before us to 
increase the number of teachers 
in Scottish Gaelic medium 
education if we are to meet 
those targets.’

Mary MacMillan, head of 
education and learning at 
BnaG, said: ‘Scotland aims to 
double the number of children 
going through Gaelic-medium 
education by 2017 and this 
is only achievable by also 
increasing the number of Gaelic 
teachers.’

Gaelic medium primary 
schools at Glasgow and 
Inverness are close to full 
capacity. Others are planned at 
Bonnington in Edinburgh, Fort 
William and Portree.

Broadford   
Primary School 
Christmas     
concert
BROADFORD Primary 
School will entertain the local 
community with a medley of 
song, music and rhyme at its 
Christmas concert in Broadford 
Village hall tonight (Thursday).

The evening gets underway at 
6.45pm.

Cash help for 
Highland fishing 
communities
communities are being 
encouraged to apply for 
assistance from the European 
Fisheries Fund.

The Highland Fisheries Local 
Action Group (FLAG), which 
administers the fund locally, 
has £549,392 available. 

is in decline can receive cash 
grants for schemes designed 
to help local people, groups 
and businesses develop new 
enterprises.

Any expressions of interest 

31 2013.
For more information contact 

Highland Council on 01463 
702250, visit the council 
website or email planning@
highland.gov.uk. 

Rotary Club       
carol singers hit 
the high notes
CARE home and supported 
housing residents across 
Lochaber will get a special 
Christmas treat next Wednesday 
– from Rotary Club of Lochaber 
carol singers.

The group, led by president 
Sheana Fraser, will give 
its opening performance at 
Victoria Court, Fort William, 
in late morning before singing 
at Mosspark at Caol, Invernevis 
House in Fort William and 

The singers will end its their 
with carols at the Belford 
Hospital in the evening.  

A FORT William musical group 
is planning to be back with 
a bang for next year’s festive 
season after calling off their 
popular annual panto this year 

musical director.
And if someone comes for-

ward, Christmas 2013 promises 
to be extra special for Lochaber 
Showstoppers as it celebrates its 
20th anniversary.

The group cancelled this year’s 
Christmas panto and the spring 
show planned for 2013 after 
musical director Susan Munro 
stepped down.

someone to take up the role, but 
without success.

Clare Brewer, who wrote and 
directed last year’s performance 

designs for businesses such as 
BSW at Corpach.

Mr Donald shared his thoughts 
on procurement procedures and 

system can see perfectly 
competent local businesses 
lose out to competition from 
outwith the area - businesses 
which in turn do not re-invest in 
Lochaber.

Hospitality
Bringing the meeting to a close, 

Don Hind thanked Colin Ross 
and his team for their hospitality 
and reminded members of the 
opportunity to have a tour of the 
Ben Nevis Distillery.

The December meeting of 
the chamber will take the form 
of a Christmas lunch in The 
Moorings Hotel at Banavie on 
Thursday December 20.

Chamber on target 
for 100 members

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

of ‘A Christmas Carol’, said Ms 
Munro needed a rest from the 
heavy workload. She told The 
Oban Times: ‘Susan needed a 
bit of a break, doing two shows 
back to back every year is almost 
a full time job. She might come 
back in the future though.

‘We ideally need someone 
with a range of skills and the 

of a group of people, but musical 

Ms Brewer said cancelling the 
panto was ‘a shame’, but the lack 
of a director left the group with 
little option.

miss seeing the show,’ she said. 

‘The performers and everyone 
involved are disappointed as 
well. 

‘The younger members of the 
group were pretty devastated 
- it’s their chance to get up on the 
stage and shine.

‘But having a bit of a break is 
quite a good thing. I think be-
cause of our size and location we 
maybe have a bit of a monopoly, 
so it gives others a chance and 
it means we’ll get to go and see 
some other shows, which we 
don’t normally get to do.’

She added: ‘It’s nice to be 
missed but hopefully we’ll be 
back next year. We’re hoping our 
next show will be our Christmas 
show and it would be nice to put 
on a real whizz-banger for our 
20th year.’

MP welcomes Autumn 
Statement measures

of people who wrote to me on 
this issue. 

‘When you live in a rural 
community a car is a necessity, 
not a luxury and when you 
travel tens if not hundreds of 
miles a week, a 3p rise quickly 
adds up.’

Mr Kennedy also said raising 
the personal allowance to 
£9,440 means two million Scots 
will receive a tax cut in April.

Businesses on awards shortlist
has been nominated for the 

are invited to Holyrood on 
February 5 2013 to celebrate 
their success, speak to MSPs 

out who will take the title in 
each category, propelling them 

Showstoppers plan special 
20th anniversary return 

Kishorn Port seals 
wave energy deal 

FISHERMEN on the Isle of 
Mull are furious this week after 
discovering agreements made 
with a salmon company have not 
been delivered.

-

site off Gometra were shocked to 
discover that plans agreed with 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) were not what was submit-
ted to Argyll and Bute Council 
for planning permission.

wish to be named, said there was 
a ‘big difference’ between what 
was agreed with the company 
and what they are now faced 
with. 

Such was the outcry, SSC staff 
travelled to Mull for a meeting to 
resolve a ‘number of problems’. 

Fisherman are also understood 
to be unhappy at the appeal the 
company has lodged to overturn 
the rejection of their planning 

Loch Scridain.
Nick Turnbull, secretary of the 

Mull Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Association (MAFA) said they 
had discussed with SSC how to 
‘set up better communication 
between the salmon companies 
and the community at large’.

He added: ‘Our association 
had a meeting with representa-
tives of SSC to discuss issues 
surrounding the Gometra site 
and general discussion on other 
proposed sites within Mull.

‘There is a piece of miscom-
munication regarding the exact 
siting of the salmon farm at 
Gometra. There are great hopes 
that this will be resolved in the 
near future and there is a will-
ingness for this to happen from 
all sides.’

But there are fears from those 

now ‘hold all the cards’ as they 
already have permission for this 
site.

relying on their willingness to 
resolve this problem – if they 
decide not to budge we’ve had 
it.’

A statement issued by SSC 
and agreed with MAFA says the 
two organisations ‘look forward 
to holding further joint discus-
sions’.

Mull

farmers have 
changed plans

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Photo of 
the Year 
competition
AMATEUR photographers across the West Highlands and 
Islands are being urged to get snapping with the launch 

of Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year competition.

We are looking for photographs that sum up why 
this part of the world is your favourite.

Entries will be accepted until the end of January, so there is 
plenty of time to get out and about to grab that winning image.

The most popular photographs stand a chance of 
winning fantastic prizes in the Photo of the Year 

People’s Vote and our judges’ Grand Prize categories.  
To enter, log on to www.obantimes.co.uk/poy or send a CD of 
your images to Wyvex Media, Photo of the Year, Lochavullin 

Industrial Estate, Crannog Lane, PA34 4HB.
Terms and conditions: Editor’s decision is final.  Competition is for amateur photographers only.  The winner must be willing to take 
part in publicity. Photographs not of a high enough resolution to appear in print will be disqualified. By submitting to the competition, 
including but not limited to digital video and images, mobile text messages, blogging, message boards, emails and audio submissions, 
you automatically grant Wyvex Media the royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable, exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, modify, edit, 
adapt, publish, translate, create derivative works from, distribute, perform and display such material (in whole or part) worldwide and/or 
to incorporate it in other works in any form, media, or technology now known or later developed for the full term of any rights that may 
exist in such content. Prizes are as stated, no cash alternative.  Employees of Wyvex Media and their immediate family are prohibited from 
entering. Text votes cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.

IN 1912 the Treasury commis-
sioned a report into Medical 
and Nursery Attendance in 
the Highlands and Islands of 

recommendations produced the 
most profound changes in social 
and medical wellbeing that our 
country has ever seen.  

It formed the basis of modern 
life in the Highlands and even-
tually spread  to many parts of 
the world.

FOLLOWING the defeat of 
the Jacobite army at Culloden 
1746, the old clan system was 
thoroughly disbanded leaving 
a vacuum in health and welfare 
provision in the Highlands and 
Islands.

In contrast the great cities were 
establishing centres of medical 
learning and excellence with the 

being established in 1728 and 

1791.
The statistical accounts of 

Scotland starting in 1792 and the 
Royal College of Physicians of 

Doctors (1850) highlighted the 
unsatisfactory state of welfare 
provision in the Highlands and 
Islands.

Bleak picture of poverty 
In 1845 parish councils in 

the newly reformed church of 
Scotland were encouraged to 
appoint medical men to look 
after the paupers, imbecile 
lunatics and elderly.  Although 
this provided some basis for 
medical personnel to be present 
in the Highlands, for most it was 
a meagre living.  

Dr Livingstone, an Appin 
doctor in 1850,  described a very 

ENTRIES for Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year 
competition have been flooding in, with amateur 
snappers keen to get their hands on some photo-
graphic equipment for their efforts.
We’re asking you to send us photographs that sum up why the West is the 
Best, with the focus crisply on your own ideas and concepts.
It can be anything from your favourite activity or place, the wildlife or the 
area’s people.
Entries are being accepted until the end of January and with the with frosty 
winter weather rolling in, there’s plenty of opportunity to have your skills 
showcased.
This week, we present the first of the images to impress our judges.  You 
can vote for your favourite by sending a text to 88010 using the keyword 
POY followed by the code below your favourite photograph.   
For example, if the number below your photograph is 123, your message 
would read POY 123.
Alternatively, turn to page 14 and complete the voting form. Photocopies 
will not be accepted.
To submit your own photographs for the competition, log on to our website 
at www.obantimes.co.uk/poy.
Please note that photographs must be large enough to print. 

Terms and conditions: 

Clare Bryden, Taynuilt: ‘Our 7 month old daughter’s introduction to the landscape in which she will 
grow up - Glen Lonan, Taynuilt.’ t48bryden1no

Alasdair MacDonald of West Laroch: The Pap of Glencoe at night. t47alasdairglencoe1no

Ross McNab: Scottish Sea Farm’s site at Charlotte’s Bay. t47mcnab1no Jane Knowles: Lochgilphead Sunrise. t48jknowles1no

Hazel Moran, Appin: Pine Martin in the wild Argyll, summer 2012. t49hmoranpine1no Michael Tart, Gigha: Islay ferry Finlaggan rounding the North end Of Gigha Saturday. t49mtartfin1no

Tom Campbell, Motherwell: Early morning overlooking Ailsa Craig Ayrshire/Galloway coast from 
Macharioch Shore. t49campbell1no

Wullie Rodger, 
Soroba Road, 
Oban: ‘Taken at 
the raft race on 
Gigha on the 
last Saturday of 
July this year, 
shows the best 
of community 
spirit that is 
still alive in 
this part of 
the country.’  
t48wullierodger-
gigha1no

Enlightened listening and understanding transformed the Highlands and Islands from the 
dark ages to the birthplace of a landmark and successful comprehensive health care system

Centenary of Dewar Report

-
bers of doctors and nurses, a 

deaths, low salaries, sub stand-
ard housing, poor transportation 
and reduction in the Poor Law 
relief grant.  

Another problem was the re-
luctance of doctors to take their 
young families to the Highlands 
because of poor  midwifery and 
high infant mortality rates.

-
tors were alcoholics or running 
away from problems in their 
own lives.  

Few doctors could afford 
to retire so worked until they 
died.

The recommendations ad-
dressed all the problems identi-

way.  These included an equita-
ble distribution of medical and 

nursing resources - including a 

with over 100 inhabitants - a 
living salary, accommodation 
provided, a pension scheme, 
annual leave, assistance with 
transport, encouragement to 
use new technology and system 
of supervision of services.

Support framework
A framework of support 

services was established 
– laboratories, x-rays and ‘casu-

cases.

evidence was taken in Oban 28-
31 October 1912 when 24 people 
gave evidence from South Uist, 
Mull, Ardnamurchan, Lochaber 
and Argyll, including Dr Archie 
McKay from Appin.  

Some of the key evidence 
came from Dr Roger MacNiven 

from Colonsay who was Medi-

and from Dr Lachland Grant 
of Ballachulish who presents 
a clear vision of a universal 
and comprehensive health care 
system for the Highlands and 

-

recommendations.
The report was presented to 

Parliament in early 1913 and 
accepted in full.  

The implementation was de-
layed by the Great War although 
many recommendations began 
to be implemented before the 
Highlands and Islands Medical 
Service was established in 1923 
with a grant of £42,000 and the 
principle of an essential practice 
was established which lasted 
until 2004.

The improvement in provi-

sions was immediate and began 
to generate interest in other 
parts of Britain.  

In 1933 the Cathcart Com-

Cathcart of Glasgow University 
was charged with looking at 
Scotland wide health reform.  
The Adminstrator of the 
Highlands and Islands Medi-
cal Services, Muriel Ritson, 

of the committee which also 
gave evidence to the Wartime 
Beveridge Report which lead in 
1948 to the establishment of the 
National Health Service across 
Britain.

understanding transformed the 
Highlands and Islands from the 
dark ages to the birthplace of a 
landmark and successful com-
prehensive health care system.       

Dr Iain MacNicol, Appin marks 
the centenary of a medical 
revolution within Scotland

bleak picture of poverty, unem-
ployment, alcoholism, disease 
- TB, Scarlet Fever, Diptheria -  

a wretched life as a rural doctor 
such that none would continue to 
struggle with this life if he had 
the means to leave.

desperate situation of tenants 
(crofters) and their rents and lack 
of security.  Some Skye crofters 

off the Irish coast where they 
learned of the success of the 
Irish Land League.  

When Lord MacDonald raised 
their rents in the Braes district 
of Skye, the crofters refused to 
pay and were served with evic-
tion notices from the Sheriff, 

presence with the military in the 
background.  

became known as the ‘Battle of 
the Braes’ (1882) causing great 

alarm in Westminster that the 
Highlands may join forces with 
the Irish Land League to form 
a crofters revolt.  So the Napier 
Commission was set to listen 
to crofting grievances and as a 
result proposed that the Crofting 
Commission be established.

At the beginning of the 20th 
century, a reforming Liberal 
Government  under the Premier-
ship of Hugh Campbell-Banner-
man, grandfather of the late MP 
Baroness Ray Michie, appointed 
a young Welshman, David Lloyd 
George, as President of the 
Board of Trade in 1905 and then 
in 1908 Astor appointed him as 

dubbed ‘The People’s Budget’  
proposing a National Insurance 
Scheme which was vetoed by 
the House of Lords, causing the 
Liberal Government to intro-
duce and pass the Parliament 
Act of 1911 removing the Lords 
power of veto.  Subsequently, 
the National Insurance Act was 
passed in 1911.

Sir John Alexander Dewar 
The Liberal MP for Inverness, 

Sir John Alexander Dewar, 
realised that this Act would not 
alleviate the Social Distress in 
the Highlands and Islands due 
to lack of employment - most 
people were selfemployed or 
unemployed and so were not 
covered by the Act - sparse 

geography.
In 1912 the Treasury, under 

Lloyd George, charged Sir 
John Dewar with setting up a 
commission to investigate and 
make recommendations on the 
medical and nursing attendance 
in the Highlands and Islands and 

give a report to Parliament.  
It was also deemed that at least 

one member of the Committee 
should be female – a very unu-
sual situation in 1912.

Dewar gathered together a 
remarkable group of people who 
all had working knowledge of 
conditions in the Highlands and 
Islands and a deep rooted drive 
to change them.  They were 
Kitty Webster, the Marchion-
ess of Tullibardine, Andrew 
Lindsay, Charles Orroch, Dr 
Leslie MacKenzie, Murdoch 
Beaton, Dr J.L. McVail, J Cullen 
Grierson, Dr A.C. Miller and Dr 
(of Law) J.L. Robertson.  

The scribes were led by Miss 
Tolmie, a civil servant.  

They had an initial meeting on 

and thereafter travelled about 
continuously, apart from a 
‘shooting break’ in September 
– the doctors didn’t want to give 
evidence in September when 
wealthy shooting parties were 
in the Highlands giving them a 
chance to boost their incomes 
-to Inverness, Thurso, Kirkwall, 
Fair Isle, Lerwick, Lairg, Bet-
tyhill, Rhionnich, Stornoway, 
Garrynahine (Lewis), Tarbert 
(Harris), Lochmaddy, Dunvegan 
and Portree, Kyle of Lochalsh, 
Perth and Oban.  

They listened to doctors, nurs-
es, ministers and local dignitar-
ies in public meetings before a 

A mammoth report with 
173 recommendations all 
fully indexed with evidence and 
signed off by the committee on 
24th December 1912 – just four 
months after they began their 
work.

The problems the committee 

The Highlands and Islands Medical Committee of 1912
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Christmas 
messages

DANCING ladies, French hens and turtle 
doves will all be featuring in Bunessan 
Primary School’s annual Christmas show.

The 12 Days of Christmas will be per-
formed by pupils from the school on Tuesday, 
December 18 at 7pm in Bunessan Hall.

Kate Petrie, from the school, said: ‘The 
children and staff have planned an interdis-

Bunessan Hall to ring to 
the 12 Days of Christmas

DESPITE inclement weather 
there was a good audience turn-
out to the Royal Hotel, Portree 
for the December meeting of the 
Skye Accordion and Fiddle Club 
last Thursday night.

Unfortunately the same can-
not be said for local musicians 
who were lacking in number, 
but those who did come along 
to support the club gave some 

accordionist David Morton who 
had the audience singing along 
from the start with his waltz 
selections.  

Other accordionists were John 
MacGilvary and John Cameron, 
who also played piano, and 
drumming was by Donald John 
Campbell.  

Campbell brought along two 
of her young students, Ellie 
MacPherson and Mairi MacKin-
non, and as a trio played some 
great Christmas tunes which 
had the audience singing along 
in appreciation.  

solo as did Caerina in the second 
half of the evening when she de-
lighted the audience with a great 
set of Shetland reels followed by 
the lovely slow air, ‘Quendale 
Bay’ composed by Phil Cun-
ningham after the grounding of 
the oil tanker MV Braer almost 
20 years ago.  

The Brandon McPhee Trio went down a storm in Portree

However, highlight of the 
evening was the wonderful 
professional performance of 
the guest band, The Brandon 
McPhee Trio who took the place 
by storm.

Leader on his three-row but-
ton-box, Brandon from the start 
demonstrated his musical talent 
that makes him a true champion 
and along with backing from two 
very experienced players, Man-
son Grant on piano and Robert 
Cameron on drums, worked his 

through an excellent programme 

Both Manson and Brandon 
introduced vocals to their 
programme and the trio had 
the audience singing along on 
several occasions.  

It was a tremendous evening 
from this talented trio, which 
earned them a well-deserved 
standing ovation.  

Next club night will be in The 
Royal Hotel on January 10 with 
guest artistes being the students 
of the Centre For Excellence In 
Traditional Scottish Music at 
Plockton.           - John Grundy

WITH the usual MC, Michael Garvin, playing a gig in Russia, Oban 
Accordion and Fiddle Club’s December night was ably carried out 
by committee member Freddy Mackenzie.

Guest artiste at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls last Thursday was 
Oban’s own Craig McFadyen, who was joined by second accordion 
Matthew MacLennan and Kevin McGlynn on drums.

-
cordion players, Ruaridh Morrison from Kilmore, accompanied by 
Archie Cameron, on drums. 

The other accordion players were Hector McFadyen, Claire Jordan 
and Sileas Sinclair, on melodeon James MacArthur and on drums 
Fraser MacInnes and David Cameron.

Freddy then introduced the Craig McFadyen Trio, which played 
many popular west coast and pipe tunes to the enjoyment of the 
audience who showed their appreciation. 

The Craig MacFadyen Trio, from left: Matthew 
MacLennan, Kevin McGlynn and Craig McFadyen.

16_t50accordion01

The MC for the second half was vice chair-
man Archie Cameron who went on to thank 
all the players for a very entertaining evening 
of Scottish music. 

The night ended with a rousing stramash. 
Next club night is the annual dance on 

January 11.

Brandon McPhee Trio delights at 
Skye Accordion and Fiddle Club

Craig MacFadyen brings 
popular west coast sound
to Oban box club night

• Skyfall (12A)
Daniel Craig is back as Ian Fleming’s 
James Bond 007 in Skyfall, the 23rd 
adventure in the longest-running 
film franchise of all time. In Skyfall, 
Bond’s loyalty to M (Oban Phoenix’s 
very own patron, Dame Judi Dench) 
is tested as her past comes back to 
haunt her. This is one you do not 
want to miss! Last chance to see the 
film that just keeps selling out!
• The Angel’s Share
BACK AGAIN BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
This is definitely your last chance to 
catch this outstanding film on the big 
screen in Oban, well for this year at least 
as this film just seems to keep coming 
back and wowing audiences! This bitter 
sweet comedy follows new dad Robbie, 
who having narrowly avoided jail, vows 
to turn over a new leaf. 
• End of Watch (15)
Police officers Taylor (Jake 
Gyllenhaal, SOURCE CODE) and 
Zavala (Michael Pena, CRASH) are 

partners and best friends. A night-
school student in film production, 
Taylor affixes tiny cameras to his 
and Zavala’s uniforms to record their 
daily routines, collecting material 
for a short video about the real lives 
of the LAPD. Life is good - until a 
seemingly routine vehicle check 
finds the pair stepping on the toes of 
powerful drug traffickers.
• Argo (15)
In 1979, the American embassy 
in Iran was invaded by Iranian 
revolutionaries and several 
Americans are taken hostage. 
However, six manage to escape to 
the official residence of the Canadian 
Ambassador and the CIA is eventually 
ordered to get them out of the 
country. With few options, infiltration 
expert Tony Mendez devises a daring 
plan: to create a phony Canadian 
film project looking to shoot in Iran 
and smuggle the Americans out as its 
production crew.

• Great Expectations (12A)
Young orphan Pip is given a chance to 
rise from his humble beginnings thanks 
to a mysterious benefactor. Moving 
through London’s class-ridden world 
as a gentleman, Pip uses his new-
found position to pursue the beautiful 
Estella, a spoilt heiress he’s loved since 
childhood. Yet the shocking truth behind 
this great fortune will have devastating 
consequences for everything he holds 
dear.
• Great Expectations (12A)
A retelling of the classic Dickens 
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, miser 
extraordinaire. He is held accountable 
for his dastardly ways during night-
time visitations by the Ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present, and future. 
Starring all your favourite Muppets, 
a Christmas tale to warm even the 
coldest of hearts, Muppets Christmas 
Carol will have you singing along in 
no time at all. A time-less Christmas 
tale for all the family.
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a Skyfall Thurs 13th, 18:00

The Angel’s Share Thurs 13th, 21:00

End of Watch Tues 18th, 20:30 • Wed 19th, 20:30 • Thurs 20th, 17:45

Argo Fri 14th, 18:00 , 20:30 • Sat 15th, 20:30 
Sun 16th, 20:30 • Mon 17th, 17:45

Great Expectations Sat 15th, 17:45 • Sun 16th, 15:15, 17:45
Mon 17th, 20:30 • Tues 18th, 17:45 
Wed 19th, 17:45 • Thurs 20th, 14:00, 20:15

Muppets Sat 15th, 13:30, 15:30 • Sun 16th, 13:30 • Mon 24th, 12:00
Christmas Carol
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Be Sure to check out www.obanphoenix.com for all our 

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

the performance of the school 
show and we are all thoroughly 
enjoying the process and experi-
ence.’

The evening will also include 
tea, coffee and juice provided by 
the parent teacher association 
(PTA) along with mince pies 
and cakes. The PTA Christmas 

the 100 club numbers drawn.

OBAN’s Corran Halls was full to 
capacity on December 6 and 7, as 
well as the afternoon and evening 
of Saturday December 8. But what 
could bring all these good people out 
of their houses on such cold nights, 
away from online Christmas shop-
ping and the X Factor? 

Of course, it was the Benderloch 
and North Connel Drama Club’s 
Pantomime, Beauty and the Beast, 
written by Alan McHugh. Oh - yes 
it was!

The fairy storybook of Beauty and 
the Beast (Tania Merand) expertly 
transported the audience into the vil-
lage of Granderriere (Big Bottom). 

There they met some wonder-
fully colourful characters. The most 
vivid of these being the fantastic 
Panto Dame, Bette Bouffant (George 
Hamilton) with hair to match, who 
with her bubbly daughter Bibi (Claire 
Smalley) and wayward son Bertie 
(Jenny Livingsone) run the Grander-
riere sweetshop or Bonbonerie.  

Monsieur Atiseau (Dougie McKen-
zie) – ‘bless you’ shout the audience 
– is the sneezing owner of the shop. 
The recession has hit Granderriere 
so he and his daughter Belle Atiseau 
(Pauline Cameron) have no money to 
pay the rent.

Enter the very scary and angry 
Madame de Spicable (Emma Law), 
who terrorised and spat verbal abuse 
at the audience, who loved every 
minute of it, earning some very loud 
boos back.  

Neuchateau, a grand chateau, now 

arrogant Marquis de Neuchateau 
(Finn Walton). He and his servant 
Monsieur Timide (Kevin Mills) visit 
the village to pick a bride and collect 
the rent – but he draws a blank on 
both accounts.  

The evil Madame de Spicable has a 
cunning plan to gain the chateau from 
him, she offers herself in marriage, 
but even she falls short of his high 
standard. 

Not a woman to be crossed, she 
tricks him into drinking a poison and 
curses him to life as a beast, unless 
the dull Belle Atiseau falls in love 
with him before the Spring Ball.

As the poison was ingested an amaz-
ing transformation from Marquis to 
Monster occurred – but Monsieur 

Beauty and the Beast 
packs them in at 
Corran Halls, Oban

Timide had a cunning plan to break 
the curse, make Belle come and live 
in the chateau, while her father is held 
captive there – to pay back the rent 
money owed.  

The story told how Belle gets to 
know the real ‘Beast’ and falls in love. 
Bette and Bibi, who are determined to 
help their friend Belle, also arrive at 
the chateau and are given a job in the 
kitchen.  

But just as Timide’s plan is falling 
into place, Bertie Bouffant is captured 
by Madame de Spicable, and forced to 
pull out the key stone in the chateau, 
which will bring down the chateau on 
top of everyone inside.  

A very dramatic scene of falling 
rocks, masonry and pillars then 
followed. Enter Allan ‘Winkie’ Mac-
Dougall from Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue Oban Station in his guest role 

The Beast saves Belle and her father 
from the destruction, and is injured 
himself in the disaster. Belle then 
nurses him back to health, falling in 
love with him.  

He sends her back to the village, but 
Bibi and Timide have another plan to 
get them together, so Belle and the 
Beast meet at the Spring Ball, the 
handsome Marquis is restored when 
Belle declares her love, and the wicked 
Madame de Spicable accidentally 

and even Bette and Monsieur Atiseau 
get together with a fantastic rendition 
of a well-known French love song.

A wonderful show, with no Kings, 
Queens or principal boy, but fantastic 
characters full of colour, music, banter 
and laughs.  

The pantomime was beautifully 
directed by Linda Robb, who brought 
dancers from the Atlantis Dance 
Troupe into the group, who can-can’d 
us breathless, and the Adele Askew 
School of Dance Dancers, who amazed 
the audience with their MacFunk 
– Lord of the Dance. Vicky Campbell 
skilfully crafted the costumes. 

A full range of ages in the cast 
brought maturity and youthful enthu-
siasm together to form a dynamic and 
dazzling performance, bringing the 
message to the audience – not to judge 
a book by its cover, but to look for the 
beauty inside.

F.I.C.

Belle Atiseau (Pauline Cameron) falls in love with the beast (Finn Walton) 
Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Photo ...........................................................................
Name...........................................................................
Address .......................................................................
.....................................................................................
Telephone....................................................................
Email ...........................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
Entries to be in by 12 noon Friday 8th February 2013.

entries will not be accepted. No cash alternative.

Photo of 
the Year 
competition
To cast your vote in Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year 
competition complete the form below or text 88010 
using the keyword POY followed by the code below your 
favourite photograph.
Texts cost £1 plus your standard network rate. For full details and 
terms and conditions please turn to page 13.

An Comunn Gaidhealeach  MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch) 
CÈILIDH NA NOLLAIG (a Christmas Ceilidh)
Saturday, 15 December in Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm

Mary Catherine MacNeil, Christine Johnstone & Josie Campbell, Gordon 
McKeeve, No Strings Attached, Robert Robertson, The Wee Band, James 

MacPherson, The Isla Sinclair Dancers, Fear an Taighe: Eric Smith
Admission including Members £4.00 : Children (5-16 yrs) £2 

Including Stovies and home baking
(Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

Meur Chruachain (Cruachan Branch) An Comunn Gaidhealach 
Contacts:- Secretary: Sheena McTighe, Taynuilt. Tel: 01866 822 695

Programme: Moira Dunlop,Sealladh Eite,Achaleven,Connel. Tel: 01631 710 565

Oban Shop Mobility
Station Car Park
CHRISTMAS

CHARITY SALE
December 14, 2012

12-4pm
Station Car Park, Oban

SC030304

SCOTLAND V POVERTY
A free exhibition of images and stories 

that celebrates Scotland’s strong tradition of working for global justice

FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER
CalMac upstairs departure lounge

DAY EXHIBITION 10.00am - 5.00pm
EVENING RECEPTION 6.00 - 8.00PM

on ‘International Development’
Celebrating Imani Development’s 30th anniversary.   Charity : SC040831

SOUP LUNCH
in aid of 

Oban Pipe Band 
will be held in 

Oban Pipe Band Hall
Shore Street

Saturday 15th December 
From 12 noon – 2.00pm

Admission £3.00

Oban High School
CHRISTMAS CRACKER

CONCERT
Monday 17th December 2012 

OHS Games Hall – 7pm
£4/£2 Family £10

SEASONS
GREETINGS

To all my dear 
friends and family 
wishing you Merry 
Christmas and  a 

Happy Healthy 2013
Sheila McIntyre 

‘Roag’

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Wishing friends in 
Lismore, Appin, 

Benderloch, Oban, 
Connel, Taynuilt, 

Lochawe, Dalmally have 
a good one and a few 
drams. Good health. 
James MacArthur

Merry

Christmas

and a good New 
Year to all my 
friends and 
relatives.

Rena McLennan

from Dalmally 

now Lanark
Merry Xmas and 

Happy New Year 

to all my friends 

and neighbours.

May 
MacDougall 

Merry Xmas 

and a Happy 

New Year to all 

our relations, 

friends and 
neighbours.
Geraldine and 

Sammy, Oban.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Vera and Eric 
Shaw would like 
to wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Merry

Christmas

and Happy New Year 
to all my friends and 

relatives.
From Jean Gillies, 

Taynuilt
Granny Jean

Merry

Christmas

Josie and Michael 
wish all friends

Nollaig Chreidheil 
Agus Bliadhna 

Mhath Ur
The Summit.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Jenny Robertson, 
Tomintoul, 

would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Merry

Christmas

and a Happy 
New Year to all 

family, friends and 
neighbours.

From Donnie and 
Margaret McLennan

Merry

Christmas

To all our family 
and friends.

Best Wishes James, 
Rona, Rachael, 
Kelly and Sarah.

Taynuilt, wishes all 

friends and

relatives throughout

 Argyll, Health 

and Happiness at 

2013

ARCHIE 

LAMONT 

would like to wish all 

family and friends 

a Very Peaceful 

Christmas and 

Happy New Year.  

Sending a donation 

to a charity

Catriona 

Campbell 

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Miss Helen 
MacBean wishes 
her friends and 
relatives a Very 

Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful 

New Year. 
Kincraig.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

We would like to 
wish everyone a 

Merry Xmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
CAMPBELL AND

MARGARET.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Jean Black 
(formerly of 

Dunmar Court) 
would like to wish 
her friends a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

would like to 

wish everyone 

a Peaceful 

a Happy New 

Year.

Mrs MARY 

HURST

Your what’s onguide
Friday 14th and Saturday 15th> Lindsay’s 30th
Markie Dans Birthday Party!!

Live music with Crooked Reel
on both nights and 2am closing time

Sunday 16th December > Quiz
Markie Dans

Friday 21st December> End of the World Disco party
Markie Dans with DJ Darren - open till 2am
Saturday 22nd December > Brass Monkeys
Markie Dans 2am Closing time
Sunday 23rd December  > Xmas Quiz
Markie Dans 2am closing time

Oban and Lorn Lions Club

Santa’s
Grotto

Royal Hotel, Oban
11am – 3pm

Saturday 15 & 
Saturday 22 December

Merry

Christmas

Sach and Anne  
wish all their 
friends a very 

and happy 
New Year
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DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAYHOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVEOVER*

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us 
on 0044 1631 568000 or visit 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, 
available only by calling or completing the DD form. (1st Year Only)

3 issues for £1,
30%*

or

1 issue free
or

4th subscription free

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

  Call
Complete

Click

Looking for the 
perfect gift?

1

2

3

National Piping Centre 
principal Roddy MacLeod 

was a Hall of Fame inductee. 
Roddy, who attended the 

occasion with wife Margaret, 
was born in Cumbernauld but 

has Outer Hebrides parentage. 
His mother Mary Margaret 

(Buchanan) is from Benbecula 
and his father Calum, who 

sadly died last year, hailed from 
Balallan, Lewis. 20_f50trad22

Trad music’s top 
stars honoured

Ewan Robertson of Carrbridge, Megan Henderson from Fort 
William and James Mackenzie of Back, Lewis celebrate after 

Breabach were named Folk Band of the Year. 20_f50trad01

Charlie McKerron, from 
Aviemore, is all smiles after 

Session A9 were announced as 
Live Band of the Year. 20_f50trad02

Folk singer Karine Polwart 
went down a storm. 20_f50trad03

Isle of Skye ‘electrad’ combo Niteworks won the Up and Coming Artist of the Year category. Chris Nicolson, from Braes, left, and 
Breakish boys Ruaridh Graham and Innes Strachan show just what it means. The fourth band member, Allan MacDonald from Braes, 

was unable to attend the gala night. 20_f50trad05

Arthur Cormack of Gaelic label Macmeanmna presented 
Lochaline’s Riona Whyte with the Gaelic Singer of the Year 

award. 20_f50trad07

Instrumentalist of the Year: 
acclaimed Inverness fiddler 
Duncan Chisholm. 20_f50trad08

Feis Lochabair members, from left, Doug and Ann-Marie MacRae, 
and Dougie and Deirdre Beck enjoyed their night at the Nevis 

Centre. 20_f50trad09

Gaelic choir Burach, which draws its members from Lochaline, Mull, Strontian, Barra and Kilchoan, 
were on their feet when Riona Whyte, in red, claimed the Gaelic Singer of the Year award. 20_f50trad10

Feis Rois won the Community Project of the Year category. Chief 
executive Fiona Dalgety, left, and project manager Joan Beattie 

were thrilled with the award. 20_f50trad11

Inveraray Pipe Band, Grade 1 finalists at this year’s World Pipe Band Championships in Glasgow, were among the star performers on 
the night. 20_f50trad12

Mike Whellans brought the 
house down with a sensational 

set. 20_f50trad13

Anna Massie and Mairearad Green in full 
flow. 20_f50trad14

Bogbain Farm, Inverness, claimed the Venue of the Year 
title. Marketing manager Yvonne Murray and founder Bruce 

MacGregor receive their award from Councillor Dave Fallows. 
20_f50trad17

Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson welcomes the 

Trad Awards audience to Fort 
William. 20_f50trad15

Cabinet Secretary for Culture 
and External affairs Fiona 

Hyslop opens the Trad Awards. 
20_f50trad16

Ardgour’s Mary Ann Kennedy and Tony Kearney compered the 
night superbly in Gaelic and English. 20_f50trad18

All-round entertainer Norman MacLean, right, now of Grimsay, 
North Uist, was inducted into the Hall of Fame at the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William, on Friday night. Mike and Peigi Townsend 

travelled from Grimsay with Norman for the celebrations. 
Norman will be all smiles again on December 26 – his 76th 

birthday.  20_f50trad19

Rona Wilkie entertained at the Hall of 
Fame Awards with guitarist Marit Felt. 

20_f50trad20

Hall of Fame inductee Ann Lorne Gillies 
and husband Kevin Bree before Friday’s 
night’s gala dinner. Remarkably, it is 50 

years since Ann won the Mod gold medal 
in Oban. 20_f50trad21

Fort rolls out red 
carpet for awards
IT WAS billed as the glittering 
annual showpiece for traditional 
music – and the MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards did not 
disappoint.

Broadcast live on BBC Alba 
from 9pm from the Nevis Centre 
in Fort William, the gala occa-
sion had it all - cheers, tears of 
joy and breathtaking perform-
ances.

And the West Highlands had 
plenty to celebrate as Locha-
line’s Riona Whyte was named 
Gaelic Singer of the Year and 
Skye combo Niteworks as Up 
and Coming Artist of the Year.

Riona’s supporters jumped to 
their feet and roared approval as 
Arthur Cormack of Macmean-
mna announced the result before 
an enthusiastic audience of 600.

And the reaction was equally 
raucous when ‘electrad’ band 
Niteworks, comprising Chris 
Nicolson and Allan MacDonald 
from Braes, and Breakish boys 
Ruaridh Graham and Innes 
Strachan, scooped their honour.

Riona may a consummate per-
former, but she was still shaking 
with nerves backstage after the 
presentation. She told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is absolutely fabulous. 
I had to take deep breaths when 
I was walking up to that stage. 
I could hardly talk – I thought I 
was going to cry! My whole fam-
ily except for my son Alastair is 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

here. It is simply unbelievable 
– and for once I’m speechless.’

Niteworks were just as thrilled 
with their award. ‘This is just 
amazing,’ said Ruaridh Graham. 
‘It was great to get the nomina-

means everything to us. It great 
people are recognising us.’ 

Other winners: Album of the 
Year Cillebhride (Kilbride) 
– Kathleen MacInnes; Club of 
the Year - Falkirk Folk Club; 
Composer of the Year - Mike 
Vass; Community Project of the 
Year - Feis Rois Ceilidh Trail 
2012; Event of the Year - Scots 
Fiddle Festival; Instrumentalist 
of the Year - Duncan Chisholm; 
Live Act of the Year - Session A9; 
Scots Singer of the Year - Paul 
McKenna; Scottish Dance Band 
of the Year - Deoch ’n Dorus; 
Scottish Folk Band of the Year 
– Breabach; Pipe Band of the 
Year - George Watson’s College 
Pipes and Drums; Trad Music 
in the Media - Julie Fowlis for 
Brave; Music Tutor of the Year - 
Gillian Frame; Niteworks. Venue 
of the Year Award - Bogbain 
Farm; Services to Gaelic Music 
- Rory and Calum MacDonald 
of Runrig; Hamish Henderson 
Services to Traditional Music 
Award - Isobel Mieras.
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FARMING

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Tel: 01586 550066 / 550077  Fax: 01586 550088
109 - 119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EX

Jim Martin 
Supplies

Large selection of workwear/clothing, 
hand tools & power tools and 

much more.

HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

wanted
All classes of cattle 
and sheep including 

calves, cows and 
bulls, also in calf 

dairy heifers required. 
Whole herds of dairy 

cows bought and plain 
cows also bought.

We will buy from any 
area. Payment on 

collection.
Contact Tom Holmes 

07808 662400

£3,500 + VAT

12ft, 2 axle below. 
Cattle/Sheep gates. 

Brakes and lights just 
been serviced. Very 
good condition. A. 
Smith, Invergarry.

Telephone: 
01809 501260

IFOR WILLIAMS 
LIVESTOCK 
TRAILER

Visit our store for the latest in stylish, comfortable and practical 
country clothing and footwear for men, women and children 

from leading brands including

Step out in style!

Harbro Country Stores 
Annat, Corpach Tel 01397 772434 (Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm / Sat 9am - 12pm)

Site 14, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead Tel 01546 603804 (Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm)
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk

TOMISH TRAINING
HGV & PCV DRIVER TRAINING IN THE 

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF

COURSES INCLUDING 

LGV AND 
VAN + TRAILER (B+E)

Telephone 01463 741458
Mobile       07760 773 626

www.tomish-training.co.uk

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
01631 563271

Fencing, Handling Facilities, 
Gates, Cattle grids 

and Electric Fencing

We sell Rutland, IAE, Bateson, Tornado, 

Sentinel and top quality timber.

Phone or  See our Website

APARTMENTS
TO LET

CENTRAL OBAN
One and 2 

bedroom available

From £445 per 
calendar month
Tel: 01631 570584

TO LET
Spacious 2 bedroom 

cottage
Rural setting with own 
grounds & parking at 

Ariogan, Lerags 2 miles 
south of Oban

Both bedrooms ensuite
large lounge with wood 

with dining area, conservatory. 
Part furnished.

Suit couple, no dss, 
references required.

£560 pcm + council tax etc
phone 01631 562746

Fort William
2 storey 2 bedroom 

Terraced House
To rent immediately
Fully furnished. Front 

and rear garden. 
£550 per month plus 

council tax
Tel:07730178285

House to Let Oban
Unfurnished 2 bedroom 
house, central location, 

parking, storage heaters.  
£550 pcm plus council 

tax and bills.
Early entry.

Sorry no DSS, 
Smoking or Pets.
Tel: 07810865614

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished One 

Bedroom Flat 
in centre of 

Lochgilphead available 
for long let,

own car parking space.
£420 per month + C. Tax

Available from beginning of 
January

Tel 01546 870325
Landlord Reg. 

69297/130/02040

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

TO LET

HOUSE TO 
RENT OBAN
2 bedroom. Fully 

furnished. Off 
road parking. 

Fenced garden.
£595 pcm + CT 
(Band D) + bills

Tel 07796 198658

TO LET
Kilchrenan by 

Taynuilt
Lovely 3 bedroom 

cottage
Located by 
Loch Awe

£550 pcm + bills
No DSS

Contact 01866 833292
www.west-scotland-tourism.com/let

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 64 prime cattle and 845 prime sheep 
at Dingwall on Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 208.3p (+0.9p) and sold to 220p per kg and £1,562.00 
for a 710kg Limousin cross from Cullaird Farm, Scaniport. Prime heifers aver-
aged 211.4p (+2.2p) and sold to 224p per kg for a 605kg Limousin cross from 

OTM heifers sold to 172p per kg and £1,143.80 for a 665kg Shorthorn cross 
from Kindeace, Alness.

Lambs averaged 142.2p (-5.5p) and sold to 177.8p per kg and £80.00  for 45kg 
Suffolk crosses from Torgorm, Conon Bridge, to Fraser Brothers, Dingwall.

UNITED Auctions Stirling held their ‘strictly ladies’ sale on Monday. 
Judge Cameron Gauld placed the Texels, with the winning gimmer coming 

from Micheal Leggat, Maka, sired by Glenside Razzle Dazzle, second Cou-
brough, Hartside Farms,  with a gimmer sired by Sheedoch Perfection and third 
Kerr Jarvie, Tapanui, sired by Knock Papoose.

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual Christmas show andale 
of all classes of cattle and sheep 
at Dalmally Auction Mart on 
Saturday when  437 cattle and 
786 sheep were sold.  

A good ringside of buyers 
ensured all classes of cattle sold 
at top rates.  

Sheep sold in keeping with 
current levels.  

The show of calves was 
judged by Mr Tony Miller, High 
Gameshill, Dalry and his awards 
are as follows:  Bullock calves: 
1 M/s Anderson, Tullochan, 
Killin 
2 Mr. A J Morrison, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra, 
3 Mr. N Black, Strathlea, Ap-
pin.  
Heifer Calf:  
1 M/s Anderson, Tullochan, 
2 Mr. G I MacTaggart, Carnoch 
16, Glencoe, 
3 Mr. A J Morrison, 10 Eoli-
garry.  
Champion calf  M/s Anderson 
- Limousin heifer, 
Reserve champion  M/s Ander-
son, Limousin bullock.  

DALMALLY             
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £1240 and £1230 
– 13 Eoligarry, Barra  £1015, £985, 
£945(5) – Moleigh Grazings  £875 – 16 
Carnoch  £845(3) – Moleigh Grazings.
CharolaisX: £1215(2) – 10 Eoligarry,Barra  
£1080 – 13 Eoligarry,Barra  £955 
– Fearnoch  £900 – 4 Achosrigan  £845 
– Fearnoch.
LimousinX: £1175 – 13 Eoligarry,Barra  
£1135 – Lochuisge and Fuinary  £1015, 
£985, £975(2), £945(3) and £935(3) 
– Moleigh Grazings  £775(3) – Shen-
larich  £745 – Tullochcan  £725 and £715 
– 10 Eoligarry  £710 – Tullochcan £700 
– 13 Eoligarry.
ShorthornX: £690(4) – Moleigh Graz-
ings
SimmentalX: £985(3), £975(4), £945, 
£825(3) and £790 – Moleigh Grazings  
£725 – Craigentaggart.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: £525(9) –Machrins 
Farm,Colonsay.
CharolaisX: £915 – Fearnoch .
LimousinX: £750 – Tullochcan  £745 
– 16 Carnoch  £725(3) and £715(2) 
– Shenlarich  £700 - 4 Achosrigan  £695 

– 16 Carnoch  £675 – Shenlarich.
Luing: £755 – Garvachy
SimmentalX: £655 – Dericambus(2) and 
Shenlarich  £645 – Dericambus.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 207p – 13 Eoligarry, 
Barra  206p – Machrins Farm,Colonsay  
200p – 13 Eoligarry and Machrins 
Farm(3).

Croft, Colonsay.
CharolaisX: 235p – Blarghour Farm  
217p – Tullochmhor and Myretonhill  
204p and 203p – 10 Eoilgarry  202p 
– Brough Farm  200p – 4 Achosrigan.
LimousinX: 250p – 2 Keil Croft  233p 
– Tullochcan  223p – Kilvaree No5 
222p – Tullochcan  220p(3) – Aird Farm  
215p(6) and 213p – 10 Eoligarry,Barra  
207p and 206p – Moleigh Grazings  
205p- Sonachan Farm,13 Eoligarry and 
10 Eoligarry(2), Shenlarich(3), Kilvaree 
No5 and Tullochcan  204p and 203p(4) 
– 10 Eoligarry  202p – Aird Farm  201p 
– 13 Eoligarry.
SimmentalX: 219p(7) – Blarghour Farm  
207p – Tigh Na Cille  201p –Ashgrove.
Heifers
LimousinX: 234p,200p(4)- Tullochcan 
Farm  199p(2) – Shenlarich  198p – 10 
Eoligarry(2) and Aird Farm(2).

SimmentalX: 197p(2) – Garvachy  193p 
– Dericambus.
Cows with calves
£890 – 5 Dunganichy, South Uist  £880 
– 5 Dunganichy, South Uist.
In-calf cows
£960 – 237 Bruernish, Barra  £750 
– Craigentaggart.
Cast cows
£745 – Dalrannoch Farms, Taynuilt.

STIRLING - 
Caledonian Marts
Suckled calves
Bullocks:  
0-250kgs  £490, 213p Standingfauld; 
251-300kgs  £740 Murrayshall, 280p 
Craigievern; 
301-350kgs £690, 216p Greenwall.
Heifers:  
0-250kgs  £670, 273p Murrayshall; 
251-300kgs £580, £204p Murrayshall:
Store bullocks:  
251-300kgs  £615, 229p Balcastle; 
301-350kgs  £650, 206p Maudslie 
Mains; 
351-400kgs  £570, 148p Wester White-

401-450kgs  £810, 193p Stenhouse; 
451-500kgs  £1000, 211p Stenhouse; 

501-550kgs  £930, 175p Stenhouse:
Store Heifers:  
0-250kgs  £280, 152p Culdrain Lodge; 
251-300kgs  £470, 172p Wester Loch-
green; 
301-350kgs  £540 Maudslie Mains, 177p 
Ardgate; 
351-400kgs  £830, 213p Borlick; 
401-450kgs  £825 Wester Carmuirs, 
203p Addiewell; 
451-500kgs  £1030, 211p Addiewell; 
501-550kgs  £1100, 206p Wester Car-
muirs
Lambs 
Continental:  £54 Craigton 
Mule: £54 Greenwalls 
Suffolk: £50 Craigton 
Texel: £49 Blairlinnans 
Blackface: £44 Greenwells 
Swale: £44 Trapain
Continental (Twin): £45 Traprain 
Cheviot (Twin): £45 Auchnafree

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg  Drygate £590, 247.90p; 
251-300kgs Auchlin £690, 253.70p; 
301-350kgs Rankinston £750, 215.50p; 
351-400kgs Auchlin £870, 228.90p; 

401-450kgs Sandilands £920, Glenpark 
Farms 214.50p; 
451-500kgs Balkissock £1050, 221.10p; 
501-550kgs Coalhill £1170, 217.90p; 
551-600kgs Boydston £1260, 217.60p; 
601-650kgs Deerpark Farmers £1340, 
210.70p
651-700kgs Deerpark Farmers £1440, 
220.90p.
Heifers
Up to250kg – Bowleys £500, 200p; 
251-300kgs Auchlin £650, 222.60p; 
301-350kgs Craigo £700, Auchlin 
207.70; 
351-400kgs Glenpark Farms £830, 
207.50p; 
401-450kgs Culroy £950, 231.70p;
451-500kgs Setonhill £1180, 236p; 
501-550kgs Eastside £1120, 227.60p; 
551-600kgs East Banknock £1160, 
207.90p; 
601-650kgs Deerpark Farmers £1150, 
187.60p.
OTM cows 
Chartershall (Lim) £1370, 174p; Nether 
Dalkeith (Sal) £1250, 144p; Buskin 
(BA) £1230, 168.50p; Nairn Farms (AA) 
£1190, Roughlands 166.90p; Meikle 
Camoquhill( MO) £1150, £153.30; 
Clatequoy (Char) £1110, Torhousekie 
151.40p; Clydeside  (Sim) £1110, Black-
craig 156.70p;

UNITED Auctions sold 1020 store 
cattle and almost 6,000 sheep at Stir-
ling last Wednesday when trade for 
cattle maintained recent high rates, 
with heifers rising more than 10p per 
kilo on the previous sale.

Bullocks averaged 194.48p (+0.98p) 
and sold to 253.70p per kg for a 272kg 
Charolais cross from Auchlin and 
£1,440 for a 652kg Charolais cross 
from Deerpark.

Heifers averaged 193.50p (+10.45p) 
and sold to 236p per kg for a 500kg 
Limousin cross from Setonhill and 
£1220 for a 536kg Charolais cross 

from Eastside. 
Cast cows averaged 122.43p to 174p 

for a Limousin cross from Charter-
shall and £1370 for a Limousin cross 
from Chartershall.

Forward cattle averaged 167.37p and 
sold to 204.30p per kg for a Charolais 
cross from Springwood Lodge and 
£1560 for a Simmental cross from 
Springwood Lodge. 

Continental lambs from Ballochruin 
and Grantsbank sold to £70. 

Mule ewe lambs from Drumnessie 
sold to £66 and £55 Strathgarry, and 
more could have sold to advantage.

Champion at Oban Livestock Centre on Tuesday came from Duncan Semple, Dippen, Carradale 
with a cross Charolais. Duncan’s father Wim is pictured, centre ,with judge Jean MacKay, right, of 

Harelaw Farm, Barrhead, who later bought the champion, and Karen Love, left, representing show 
sponsors Reid and Robertson and Novartis Animal Health. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd 
sold 263 store cattle, suckled calves 
and young bulls at Millhall Market, 
Stirling on Monday when cattle of all 
classes were again dearer to that of 
two weeks ago. 

Bullock calves met the dearest 
trade at the centre this season with 
heifer calves looking a good buy in 
comparison with the bullocks.

280p per kilo
Bullock calves averaged 220.7p 

per kg and sold to 280p per kg for a 
260kg Limousin from Messrs Har-
rower, Craigievern, Balfron Station 
and to £740 for two 285kg Charolais 
from James McLaren, Murrayshall, 
Stirling.

Heifer calves averaged 175p per 
kg sold to 273p per kg and to £670 
for a 245kg Limousin from James 
McLaren, Murrayshall, Stirling.

Store bullocks averaged 191p per kg 
and sold to 229p per kg for a 255kg 
Limousin from Andrew Muirhead, 
Balcastle, Kilsyth and to £1,000 for 
two 475kg Aberdeen Angus cross 

Friesians, from Messrs Patterson & 
Sons, Stenhouse, Kirkcaldy.

Store heifers averaged 184p per kg 
and sold to 213p per kg (twice) for 
two 390kg Limousins from Marshall 
Farming Partners, Borlick, Aberfeldy 
and a 490kg Simmental from Messrs 
McFarlane, Addieswell, West Calder 
and to £1100 for four 535kg Limou-
sins from A Taylor & Sons, Wester 
Carmuirs, Larbert.

Bulls averaged 176p per kg and sold 
to 212p per kg for a 255kg Charolais 
from G McLaren, Blaircessnock, Port 
of Menteith and to £540 for the same 
animal.

Export lambs up

and feeding ewes at Stirling on 
Monday when smaller export lambs 
(26-34kgs)  showed an icrease of +£4 
on the week and more could have 
been sold to sellers advantage

Lambs sold to £63 for Texels from M 
McMillan, Balliemartin, Isle of Islay 
while  feeding ewes sold to £56 for 
Mules from J McNicol, Pendreich.

Market reports

The top priced bullock came 
from Mr. I R Morrison’s consign-
ment from 13 Eoligarry, Barra, 
when his Aberdeen Angus bul-
locks sold to £1240.  

Leading the top prices per kilo 
was Mr Angus MacColl, No2 
Keil Crofts when his Limousin 

bullocks sold to 250pence per 
kilo.  

Overall, a very satisfactory 
trade prevailed throughout the 
day’s proceedings and more 
animals could have been sold to 
seller’s advantage at this popular 
event.

Tullachan heifer is Dalmally Christmas sale champion

There was a good ringside of buyers at Dalmally on Saturday

Caledonian meets rising 
trade at Stirling sale

Heifers rise more than 10p per kilo at Stirling

Prime trade maintains level at Dingwall

Maka takes Texel title at Stirling ‘ladies night’
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Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Business

A HOTEL on the shores of Loch 
Awe is hoping to attract more 
families thanks to a feature on 
the disc release of Disney-Pix-
ar’s latest blockbuster, Brave.

Starring Billy Connolly and 

the story of Merida’s battle to 
save her mother from a terrible 
fate. Set in Scotland, the special 
feature on the disc, A Brave 
New World, reveals how Argyll 
provided inspiration for the 

New-found exposure 

the Ardanaiseig Hotel when 
carrying out their research. So 
inspired were they that Loch 
Awe can be readily recognised 

building, Kilchurn Castle.
Set to be shipped across the 

world, the hotel is keen to capi-
talise on its new-found exposure 
and boost visitor numbers to one 
of Scotland’s most spectacular 
locations. 

The new manager of the hotel, 
Marcel Wassen, said: ‘For Pixar 

to single out Ardanaiseig as 
one of the highlights of their 
research trip was special. For 
them to actually include our 
hotel in Brave was incredible. 

‘Our efforts to capitalise on 
the exposure have led to calls for 
culinary creativity and plenty 
of planning with VisitScotland. 
And that’s just the start.’

Opportunities 
Traditionally, Ardanaiseig has 

been a haven for couples but the 
hotel is keen to take full advan-
tage of the opportunities the 

Marcel said: ‘To make it a 
fairytale for little ones without 
compromising the romantic 
tranquillity that couples love, 
we’ve developed Kidsanaiseig. 

‘Kidsanaiseig is an activities 
programme for everyone from 
tots to young teens. It includes 
treasure hunts, kids-only din-
ing, a games room and a chance 
to visit Kilchurn Castle. 

‘Children can design their 
own pizza too, which will be 
whipped-up by the hotel’s Gary 

Goldie, Scotland’s 2011 Chef of 
the Year. 

‘Our aim is for parents to enjoy 
a stunning, relaxing break, with 
kids who are as animated as 
Pixar’s best-loved characters.’

It is hoped the exposure the 

resting on its laurels.
‘Brave throws the spotlight on 

Scottish heritage, not to men-
tion the unmatched beauty of 
the natural landscape,’ Marcel 
said. ‘It has rekindled interest in 
Scotland as a tourist destination 
and it’s important to exploit 
that. 

‘Working with VisitScotland 
has already led to partnerships 
with major brands like LOVE-
FiLM, exposing Ardanaiseig to 
huge audiences. 

‘We want to continue 
strengthening our ties with 
VisitScotland to attract more 
visitors to this part of the world, 

of the sites featured in a magical 

A ‘LEAP of faith’ spurred an Oban man 
into setting up his own retail business 
after being made redundant earlier this 
year.

shop in the town’s Station Square for 
seven years. While the store itself was 

– forcing Al onto the dole.
Frustrated by the situation, Al decided 

to take the bull by the horns and quickly 
moved towards establishing his own 

shop, Al’s Nuts, using the expertise and 

Opening the doors to his own shop last 

employment and while he was initially 
daunted, he’s delighted he has taken the 
step.

He said: ‘It was a leap of faith. I’ve 
never been self employed – I went to 
school, went to the Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill, then the Whisky Shop and when the 

I got that.  

‘It was slightly scary, but I’ve got a good 
support structure behind me.  My sister 
is an accountant and my former regional 
manager is giving me retail advice. 

‘It’s really not as daunting as I thought.’
To open his premises at 1 MacGregor 

Oban home – Al received good support 

Centre, who put him on to Glasgow 
company A4E.

Business Gateway gave Al a blank 
business plan to help him prepare his 

own. A4E later discussed his plan with 
him, setting him on the road.

He was then able to buy the display 

administrator and used his contacts to 
secure suppliers for his goods. 

Stocking nuts, cereals, baking products, 
confectionery and similar items, he’s 
hoping to carve out a niché in the town 
and secure a loyal customer base.

For more information, drop into the 
shop at 1 MacGregor Court or see Al’s 
website at facebook.com/AlsNuts.

Al Reffin took the plunge into opening his own business after being made redundant during the collapse of Julian Graves.  07_t50alsnuts1

Al’s is just nuts about nuts

Ardanaiseig Hotel assistant manager Anita Goldie shows off some of the scenery that inspired Disney Pixar’s vision of Scotland 
featured in Brave. 15_t50ard1

Loch Awe-side hotel ready 
for A Brave New World 
Manager aims to build on 
Argyll’s  ‘fairytale for little ones’

AN OBAN business is to expand 
to offer mobility aids, a move 
which is understood will make 
it the only retailer of the items 
operating between Inverness 
and Glasgow.

Furniture shop Matheson’s of 
Oban last week launched Tower 
Mobility, aimed at providing a 
full range of devices and items 
to assist people with disabilities 
or mobility problems.

Offering items such as scoot-
ers, wheelchairs and walking 
sticks, the new part of the busi-

the marketplace.
Matheson’s already offers 

a range of items for the home 
to assist people with mobility 

SOCIAL enterprises from across 
the UK have shown an interest in 
duplicating how Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure is run after enjoying 
national recognition.

The sports and recreation 
centre was named as Argyll and 
Bute Social Enterprise Network’s 
(ABSEN) Social Enterprise of 
the Year Award, while chairman 
Neil Matheson was named social 
entrepreneur of the year.

Atlantis Leisure was also a 
runner up in the Scottish Social 
Enterprise Awards’ Social En-
terprise of the Year category.

Mr Matheson is delighted by 
the recognition.

He said: ‘To get the ABSEN 
award as the best social enter-
prise throughout the whole of 
Argyll is pretty major and we’re 
now getting folks coming in 
to see how we’re going about 
things.

‘I’m also being asked to speak 
to national groups about how we 
operate, such is the view of our 
work.

‘Something like Atlantis is 
something that’s very special 
and doing something the com-
munity appreciates and people 
want to try and duplicate what 
we’re doing to make a difference 
to their communities.’

ARRAN Brewery plc, the hold-
ing company of the Isle of Skye 
and Isle of Arran Brewery, has 
struck a deal to make a type of 
wine – from cheese.

In purchasing the rights to 
Fallachan the company has also 
bought equipment to make the 
drink, traditionally known in 
Scotland as Blaand.

Fallachan, Gaelic for hidden 
treasure, is made from whey, a 
by-product of the cheese making 
process.  It is thought to have 
been introduced to the country 
by the Vikings long before 
whisky became the national 
drink. 

It tastes more like sherry than 
a wine or spirit and is said to go 
well with cheese.

Gerald Michaluk of the Isle 
of Arran brewery said: ‘I am 
particularly pleased to help a tra-

its way back into the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland.’ 

programme, the concept of 
export from the UK is something 
we have been considering for 
some time.

‘Earlier this year, 300m3 of 
timber was successfully sent 
from the UK as a trial, and we 
now hope to be able to continue 
to export timber to key North 
African markets such as Egypt, 
in the future.’

of timber has been sent as sea 
freight from the Fort William 
mill, and represents an exciting 
future business opportunity.’

BSW’s on-going expansion 
at the Fort William mill has 
involved an investment of £37 
million during the last three 
years. The mill is expected to be 

Atlantis
model attracts 
national
interest

Arran company to 
brew up Blaand

BSW TIMBER has revealed 
details of a major export deal 
with one of Egypt’s largest 
timber distributors.

Around 6,500m3 of kiln-dried 
sawn timber has been shipped 
to Alexandria this month from 
BSW’s Fort William mill.

The plant is adjacent to a 
specially adapted shipping 
freight facility along Loch 
Linnhe at Corpach, operated by 
Clydeboyd.

The deal is part of a continued 
UK export programme which 
has also included the loading 
of containers for Dubai from 
BSW’s mill in Dalbeattie. 

Simon Buttress, export 
manager for BSW said: ‘Timber 
is currently supplied to Egypt 
from BSW’s Latvian mill. 

Following our investment 

BSW seal 
timber deal 
with Egypt
Major export deal 

linked to Fort William

with mobility aids

LOCAL businesses are being 
urged to take advantage of the 
approaching 2014 Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games by 
tendering for public contracts.

A number of tenders are 
expected to be issued over 
the coming months, many of 
which will be at a level small to 
medium sized businesses will 

be able to meet. 
Stewart Farmer, development 

manager at the Federation of 
Small Businesses, said: ‘The 
organisers are committed to 
ensuring that the contracts are 
of a size that will make them 
feasible for many businesses. 

‘The intention, for instance, is 
the catering contract will not be 

an overall one for the games but 
that each venue may have its 
own contract or contracts with 
the clear emphasis in Scottish 
food and drink. 

Benefits
‘Likewise the utility contracts 

such as cleaning and ground 
maintenance will be put into 
venue by venue packages.’

All this should mean that lo-
-

Games. 
Any company interested 

should ensure they are regis-
tered on the Games Portal so 

for their particular speciality 
when they become available. 

Local businesses encouraged to look at 2014 Commonwealth Games contracts

THE SCOTTISH Government’s 
national campaign ‘Ready for 
Winter’ aims to help Scotland 
get ready for severe weather. 

This includes practical 
information available online at 
www.readyscotland.org to help 
businesses and individuals alike 
prepare. 

Whether you are self-employed 
or run a large business being 
prepared for severe weather can 
save you a lot of trouble.

Think about how severe 
weather may affect you and 

be ready that suit your circum-
stances and are cost effective.

Ensure you have appropriate 
insurance cover for all aspects 
of your business. Talk to staff 
about how severe weather may 
affect your business and how 
best to avoid disruption. Staff 
may be unable to get to work 
- make sure you know what to 
do to keep the business going in 
their absence and even consider 

Be prepared for all kinds of 
severe weather – if you look 
after your customers and staff 
this will build you a reputation 
for reliability and help maintain 

Whilst planning ahead can’t 
stop bad weather, it could make 
things easier to manage if the 
worst happens.

Are you ready for 
winter?

problems, from specialist chairs, 
beds and tables, and owner, Neil 
Matheson, said demand helped 
make the decision.

He said: ‘We already do lifting 
chairs and adjusting beds and a 
series of specialist tables – the 

bit of demand for these sorts of 
things. Tower Mobility will be 
relatively small to start with but 
we have an extensive range and 
can get stock in very quickly, 
within two or three days. 

‘We can offer almost the full 
catalogue of items, from mobility 
aids to products for the home.’

Tower Mobility can be found 
alongside Mathesons of Oban on 
Soroba Road.
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Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR

01397 703877 (24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC
Service & Parts

Service maintenance on all vehicles

Vauxhall Warranty

24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here

Tel: 01631 566009
cjautos@btconnect.com

Accident Repair 
Centre

General Repairs

Car & Commercial 
paint spraying

Wheel alignment

Air Con Servicing

Glengallan
Industrial Estate, 

Oban

RS used
cars

Tel: 07590 914 558 / 07733 888 392
Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 4PJ

Trade-ins welcome and Finance available

Open 7 days
Free Warranty with every car.

www.rsusedcars.co.uk

W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 VW Golf SE TSi, 5dr, Grey, 13,750 miles .................................... £13,950
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Black, Delivery Mileage..................... £8,250
11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 SE TD11, 5Dr, Grey, 10,650 miles ...................... £9,950
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 5,500 miles ......................... £8,650
60 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI Sport Tourer, Black, 11,000 miles ...... £9,500
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 9,400 miles............. £9,950
10 Peugeot 207 Sport, 1.6 Auto, 5dr, silver, 13,650 miles.................. £8,750
10 Renault Clio i-music 1.2 5dr Blue, 18,000 miles........................... £7,950
59 Renault Megane Exp 1.5 DCi 5dr Black, 12,800 miles ................. £9,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCi 105, blue, 36,000 miles......................... £9,250
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 20,000 miles ........................ £9,450
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 3dr, Red, 9,000 miles ...................................... £8,950
59 Citreon Berlingo, XTR hdi 90, Cherry Red, 31,250 miles .............. £8,250
59 Renault Modus Exp, 75, 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 5,300 miles ..................... £7,295
08 Renault Megane Dyn Auto, Estate, Black, 25,000 miles................ £6,500
56 Renault Clio Exp. 1.2, 3dr, Blue, 38,000 miles ............................. £4,350
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 50,000 miles ............................... £3,995

COMMERCIALS

11 Renault Kangoo, Silver, 6,000 miles ............................................. £8,500
08 Renault Master, SWB, white......................................................... £8,000
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver......................................... £7,000
05 Renault Master, White ................................................................. £4,000

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

2010 MULE UTILITY VEHICLE 
XUV500 MODEL 4WD

£4500 o.n.o.

High and low ratio 
gearbox.

In good condition 
throughout.

Tel: 07833900869

ISUZU TROOPER 
COMMERCIAL 4X4

£1500

Aug 2002, Diesel, 173595 miles, 
MOT July 2013, rear seats, tow bar.

Tel: 01770 600242

2007 LANDROVER DEFENDER
110 HARD TOP

£11,400 inc VAT.

Tax and MOT for 6 months.  38000 miles on light duties 
round an estate.  Good condition inside and out. Cairndow, Argyll.

Phone Glyn 07876 072656 or 
email info@ardkinglas.com

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

VAUXHALL VECTRA SRI
2.2 DIRECT

£2,300 ono

2004, Only 31,000 miles, Service history and recent service
Tax march, Mot Feb, A very clean and reliable car!

Tel: 07748947001

2010 MALAGUTI
GRIZZLY

£500 ono

50cc kids dirt bike
Excellent Condition, hardly used

Accessories available also

Tel: 01770 860529 / 07795 548205

£350

1999 RENAULT
KANGOO RXE

13900cc, runs well, 
£350 as is including 
tax and insurance till 

August 2013

Telephone: 
01852
500764

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, 
Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc. 
High mileage, non 

runners or MOT 
failure considered. 

Will travel.

Telephone: 
07864 035750

£1200 + VAT o.n.o.

1.9D, 76K miles, MOT 
July 13. Sound and 

clean. New snow tyres, 
break discs and pads. 

Ply-lined, towbar, 
roof ventilator.

Telephone: 
07768 506826

CITROEN
BERLINGO
VAN 2002 

(52)

£1100

90cc,  2006 
Very Good Condition, 

Hardly used.

Telephone: 
01546 602389 or 

07831 529549

HONDA
QUAD

A New car for  

TOYOTA RAV4
4X4 2L PETROL

£800 ono

1996, full year’s MOT, 6 months tax, new clutch, new exhaust, 
towbar. Great engine and tyres. New car reason for selling.

Tel: 07725302307

2003 LANDROVER FREELANDER
SERENGETI

£2900 o.n.o.

71,000 miles. Taxed 6 months, MOT 12 months
Very clean and reliable car

Good reason for sale

Tel: 01586 830336

£1200

51 plate
MOT until Sept 2013
Tax until March 2013

Telephone: 
07776 295182

KANGOO
1.9D VAN

STEAM POWER WASHER

£480 + VAT

FOR SALE HIGH PRESSURE STEAM CLEANER
ALL IN GOOD WORKING ORDER WITH HANDGUN AND LANCE

CONTACT: STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/MOB.07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX420 POWER STEERING

£4,650 + VAT

12 MONTHS 
OLD AND FULL 
1 YEAR HONDA 

WARRANTY
FULLY SERVICED 

WITH 4 NEW 
TYRES, 2/4 WD

EXCELLENT 
CONDITION

CONTACT: STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/MOB.07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com
www.stoddarts.co.uk
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‘GOLD SELECT’ APPROVED 
ACCIDENT REPAIRERS

Panel Beating & Spray Painting
Vehicle & Light Commercial Repairs

Courtesy Cars Available
Simon and his team would 
like to wish all drivers safe 

driving this winter
Call for your estimate 
today 01397 705566

24hour call out
7 days a week

365 days a year
Baxters Industrial Estate

Muir Of Ord

Tel: 01463 871488   Mobile: 07748 032200

Wide range of stock to 
suit all budgets. 

Independent Land Rover Specialist

West Badallan Farm, Fauldhouse EH47 9AG
Mob: 07879 897 011

Landline: 01501 770615

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi VAN
57 Reg, 08 Silver, 69K Miles, MOT June ‘13, Tax May ’13, CD 
Player, Wood Lined, Very Clean ...... £3,450.00+VAT O.N.O.

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi VAN
07 Reg, Silver, 69K Miles, MOT Jan ’14, 6 Speed,
Electric Windows, Wood Lined,
Very Clean ..................................... £3,350.00+VAT O.N.O.

BILLY ROBERTSON VAN SALES
Crannog Lane, Oban   07990 548046

VANS 4 SALE

Are you ready for safe winter motoring this year?
Come along and have a free winter safety check 

inc. Lights, Batteries, Anti freeze, Tyres.

THE BEST TYRE DEAL IN TOWN 20% OFF 4 
GENERAL TYRES OFFER ENDS 31ST JAN 2013 
Opening Times Mon - Fri 8.30am to 6.00pm  

Sat & Sun Closed

Autocare and Tyre Services
Unit 15 Kilmory Industrial Estate 

Lochgilphead Tel/Fax 01546 600040

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri 57,330 miles silver ................................................ £4,390
2006 Ford Mondeo 1.81x gold 51,230 miles ...................................................... £3,350
2005 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 est silver 61,442 miles ................................................. £3,250
2006 Vauxhall Corsa SXI 1.2Ltr Silver 3DR 77,600Miles ..................................£3,175
2004 Renault Megane 1.9 diesel black 3dr 71,000miles ...................................£2,475
2003 Vauxhall Corsa sxi 1.2ltr blue 3dr 89,000miles ........................................£2,200
2002 Ford Focus 1.6 5dr black 97,000 miles ..................................................... £1,900

VAN SALES
2006 VW It28 2.5tdi swb red 75,000 miles ..........................................£3,795+vat
2005 Renault Kangoo 1.5 dci7O white 75,500 miles mot and taxed
ready to go ........................................................................................£3,250 no vat
2006 Citreon Berlingo van 45,000 miles white............................................£2,750
2000 Renault Kangoo van red 1.9 diesel taxed and tested ...........................£995

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL: 

01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

20%

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the 
MacPherson family

10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Cruise, Epack, Met Silver..............£13,450
59 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Can Pickup, Manual, Leather, Sat Nav, Alloys, Met. Grey, 50k miles.........£11,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Sat Nav, Leather, Black ..............................£9,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life Double Cab Pick-up, Canopy, E-Pack, Air Con. Metallic Silver, 50k miles ..£8,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull, double cab pick-up, auto, canopy, leather, met grey ....................£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pickup, auto, leather, silver............................................£9,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Epack, Black, 50k miles. ...............£12,450
58 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, tow bar, Red, 50K................................£8,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Truckman canopy, cd player, towbar, red.......£6,950
02 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, double cab pickup, manual, leather, sat nav, sports canopy, black, 90K, ...............£3,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Shogun Equipe, SWB, Commercial, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Air Con. Metallic Grey 60k miles £9,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k .........................................................£7,950
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SWB Warrior, commercial auto, heated leather, multi cd, satnav, black, 90k ...£8,450
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN EQUIPE Commercial SWB, manual, e/pack alloys, tow bar, met. silver ...£6,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA, ACCENTRA, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Rear Cover, Met. Silver, 40k miles. ........£10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA, LONG WAY DOWN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Heated leather, Sunroof, Black, 70k miles. ..........£9,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black...................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA dc pick up, auto leather, sat nav, 6 speed. Canopy, black .................£8,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi exlwb dropside pick-up, alloy body ..................................................£7,950
59 FORD TRANSIT 350, Alloy drop side tipper, Electric Windows, Met Blue, 80k miles. ..........................................£8,950 
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115Hp, Double cab tipper, alloy drop side, 6 speed, towbar, Met Silver, 50k miles. ..........£8,750
59 LANDROVER 110, double cab pick up, 6-speed, manual, canopy, tow-pack, blue 40k ...........£13,950
08 LANDROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 auto commercial, cruise control, air con, met green ..........£12,950
08 VAUXHALL COMBO CTDi VAN, side door, silver, 50,000...........................................................£4,250
08 ISUZU RODEO, Denver Double Cab pick-up, manual, 3 ton tow, met red, 70k .............................. £8,950
08 ISUZU NKR, 3 LITRE, SWB, FLAT BED, Twin Wheels, 3500 kg, 4.8M long, Epack, White, 50k miles. ...............£7,950
CASE INTERNATIONAL 595, 2WD c/w Quickie Power Loader, Front Bucket, 600 Hours Only, Direct Council .........£7,950
08 VW CRAFTER 50, LWB, High top van, 5ton gross, 6 speed, Twin wheels, E-Pack, Blue, 80k miles....£9,950
05 VW LT46 MWB high top vans, 6 seats, twin rear wheels, SLD, white, direct council, 40K, choice, ....................£5,950
05 VW LT46 crew cab pickups, alloy drop side body, tool boxes, t/bar, direct council, 45K, choice, .......................£5,950
08 Mercedes Sprinter 311 CDi, MWB, fridge box van, auto, rear barn doors, Epack, white, 90K, ............................£7,950
60 RENAULT MAXITY 130 MWB BOX VAN, Side/rear doors, Epack, Met Silver, 20k miles. ...................................£10,950
06 JCB 8025ZTS TRACKED EXCAVATER, GOOD RUBBER TRACKS, SCRAPER BLADE, HAMMER PIPED, 2000 HRS. ........£10,750
08 IVECO, 50C18, LWB, High top van, twin wheels, 6 speed, SLD, built in air compressor, 110 power output, 
interal racking, white, 50k..................................................................................................................£9,950

Christmas

Spontaneous, energetic, capable

A small package that’s full of surprises, the AYGO 
takes everything that’s great about driving, and 
ditches the bad bits.
It’s nippy and responsive, but won’t keep dragging 

and can park just about anywhere, but seats four 
tall adults in complete comfort. And even though it’s 
cool and full of attitude, it’s utterly reliable, thanks to 
practically bombproof build quality and the 5-year 
Toyota warranty.
Servicing costs are low too. And because the 
manual shift version emits less than 100g/km of 
CO2, there’s no road tax to pay and with the Special 
offer available at Helensburgh Toyota the Aygo Fire 
is available from just £99 per month giving you a car 
that’s almost effortless to own.

Helensburgh Toyota have a limited number of Aygo 
Fire 1.0 5 Doors available, which include air-con-
ditioning, with a choice of colours in a non-metallic 

main features that make the Aygo Fire stand out are 
6 spoke 14” alloy wheels, rear privacy glass, LED 
daytime running lights and front fog lamps. MP3 
connection is available on the Aygo with an Aux 

Helensburgh Toyota is independently owned. They 
are currently No1 in Scotland for customer satisfac-
tion and pride themselves in giving their customers 

out more about the Aygo Fire offers they have, 
contact the sales team on 01436 672779 or email 
im@helensburgh.toyota.co.uk. Or Like them on 
Facebook.
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PROPOSED LET 
OF A CROFT

British Alcan Aluminium 
PLC is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for 
consent to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at Railway 
Croft, Kilmallie to Mr D.A 
Rodgers of 20 Lochy Road, 
Inverlochy, Fort William.
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from 
the date of publication of 
the advert.  Please note that 
any comments you provide 
are part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

A chance of a lifetime
Would you like to become 

a Trainee Reporter?
Our policy is to give encouragement 

and opportunity to local young people.

a bright, alert school leaver to work 
as a Trainee Reporter.

If you can offer us:
> A bright, lively, outgoing personality
> An enquiring mind and an interest in 

people
> Can write literate English
> Are interested in photography
> Can drive or are learning to drive

We will offer you:
> Full training
> Salary whilst training
> Good working conditions in a modern 

this job and why you think you would be 
suitable
Please write or email to: Ali Arden, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, 
Argyll PA34 4HB
aarden@obantimes.co.uk

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 

Purpose, Case number
Miss M M Watt
12 & 13 Upper Inveroy, 
Kilmonivaig
0.020 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.41563

Miss M M Watt
12 & 13 Upper Inveroy, 
Kilmonivaig
0.091 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.41572

Comments can be made to 

community within the locality 

Glen House, Leachkin Road, 

DECROFTING
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Reason, Conditions, Case 
number
Mr R MacColl
Portnacroish, Lismore & 
Appin

house
4.86.40933

Conditions:

(1) Purchase area within 

direction.

dwellinghouse.

the proposed development 
completion.

maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 

this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the Service Point, Lochaber House, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EL and
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days

12/04370/FUL East of Sylvestris
Tulloch, Roy Bridge

Formation of new
forestry access bellmouth
on to A86

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a 

small team selling advertising and features for our well established, 
award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and 

maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant will benefit 

from on-going training, first class support, job stability and the opportunity to 

work for a professional company that believes in rewarding success and effort.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: 

ali@obantimes.co.uk 

SCOTLAND 
V

POVERTY
A free exhibition of images and stories that 

working for global justice
FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER

CalMac upstairs departure lounge

DAY EXHIBITION 10.00am 5.00pm

EVENING RECEPTION 6.00 8.00pm

Closing date : 11th January 2013.
To apply visit our website

Gaelic Centre Administrator
(Temporary, Part time)
£19,271 - £20,457 pro rata Corran Halls, Oban Ref: CME36000

21 hours per week

Catering Manager (Part time)
£15,125 - £16,031 Kilchattan Primary School Ref: CTF00509

20 hours per week

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Stuart Cannon trading as Kames Fish 

4XA.

near the operating centre (s) who believe that 

386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 

Representors must at the same time send a 

guide to Making Representations is available 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02404/PP Installation of two 150mm twinwall 
flue systems

Crofters Yard 46C Combie Street Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4HS 

Oban Area Office

12/02420/PP Erection of 22 dwellings (comprising 
12 flats and 10 dwellinghouses) and 
associated infrastructure.

Land To East Of Morvern Drive 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02479/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage, installation of sewage treatment 
plant and formation of vehicular access

Land North Of East Kames Kilmelford 
Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

12/02640/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and holiday 
let chalet (renewal of planning 
permission reference 09/01564/PP)

Plot 1 Deerview Taynuilt Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02525/PP Formation of timber handling and 
loading site including hard standing 
timber stacking area, rock causeway 
with floating pier marine system and 
formation of vehicular access (increase 
in stacking area to loading facility 
in relation to planning permission 
11/01402/PP) - Retrospective

Land North East of Pennycross Cottage 
Pennyghael Isle af Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle 
of Mull

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02260/PP Demolition of existing garage and 
erection of replacement garage with 
plant room and staff accommodation 
above and alterations and extensions 
to existing dwellinghouse

Jura House Craighouse Isle of Jura 
Argyll and Bute PA60 7XY

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

12/02261/LIB Demolition of existing garage and 
erection of replacement garage with 
plant room and staff accommodation 
above and alterations and extensions 
to existing dwellinghouse

Jura House Craighouse Isle of Jura 
Argyll and Bute PA60 7XY

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: EDUCATION
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 1980
CHOICE OF SCHOOL
It is customary for children to attend their local school; however, parents may make a written request to place their 
child in any school under the management of the education authority. Such a request is referred to as a placing request.

Information concerning the authority’s schools and the procedures to be followed in making placing requests is available 
at every school and at the Education Offices, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ (Tel: 01369 708560). 
This information is also available for inspection or reference at public libraries. Information in relation to any particular 
school is available at that school.

Placing requests for session beginning August 2013 should be sent to the Director of Community Services, Education 
Offices, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ (Tel: 01369 708560) by 15 March 2013 for primary and 
secondary schools.

Gaelic Medium Education

Gaelic Medium Education is available in the following schools:- Bowmore Primary School, Islay; Tiree Primary School, 
Tiree; Salen Primary School, Mull; Rockfield Primary School, Oban; Strath of Appin Primary School, By Oban and 
Sandbank Primary School, Dunoon. For further information on Gaelic Medium Education please contact Donald 
MacLeod, Education Officer, donald.macleod@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Parents who are interested in such provision are advised to register at the Gaelic Medium School in their area in accordance 
with the advertisement on registration of children which will be published week commencing 31 December 2012.

Parents of children due to commence attendance at school in August 2013, whether or not they wish to make a placing 
request, should proceed in accordance with the advertisement on registration of children which will be published week 
commencing 31December 2012.

CLELAND SNEDDON, Executive Director - Community Service

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

MAM Contracting 
Ltd, Crieff

shuttering joiners, 

construction workers 

energy projects.
No agency enquiries.

Please telephone 
01764 654703

NEIL MCGOUGAN 
(BUILDERS) LTD

WORKING FOREMAN 
REQUIRED

THE APPOINTED PERSON WILL BE 
ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE EFFECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP AND BE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE SUPERVISION AND 
CO-ORDINATION OF SITE PERSONNEL 

AND SUB-CONTRACTORS, QUALITY 
CONTROL AND THE SMOOTH 

RUNNING OF PROJECTS.
A THOUROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
IS ESSENTIAL, ALSO THE ABILITY 

TO SET GOALS AND MANAGE TIME 
EFFECTIVELY.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT 
01631 570060 OR EMAIL 

info@neilmcgougan.co.uk

Junior to work within our busy admin 

be a good communicator who can 

work on their own initiative. To apply 

Macdonald on 01855 811224 or email 

Network Carradale Ltd
Equipment hire and 

maintenance technician

the ability to work unsupervised.  You will have basic 
computer skills.  A mechanical aptitude is desirable 
though not essential as you will receive training on bike 
maintenance leading toCytech accreditation.
Initially your work will be seasonal starting February 2013.
Applications to The Secretary, NCL, 
White Gables, Carradale, PA28 6QG  by 
4th January 2013.

RECRUITMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

drain problems

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL

LTD

1st Choice Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

tyre services
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home hardware

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

stoves

carports

PERSONALS

All types of work carried out, tuning, 
maintenance and valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small chamber organs.
Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied & 

fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Opening Hours

Mon - Fri : 5pm – 11pm
Sat          : 4pm – 11pm

(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE)
Telephone 30 minutes in advance

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, CHILDRENS MENU, 
BAKED POTATOES, KEBABS

Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN
01397 701078

sky installations

 trading as 
ICD Tree Services Ltd

Tel: 01880 820583   
Mob: 07788816701

Scrub Clearing
Tree Felling

Tree Surgery
Forestry Spraying

Chipping
Stump Grinding 

Rhododendron Cutting
Fencing

Tractor Hire

tree services

FIREWOOD
Delivered in 
cubic metre 

bags.
£40 per bag.

Discount for 4 
or more bags.
07747 016900 or 
07920 116297.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

blinds

local sawmill

LOCAL SAWMILL

TELEPHONE:

FIREWOOD
Hardwood Split Logs for sale 

£50.00 per ½ tonne, 
£95.00 per tonne

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

CHARLES II WINE 

OAK PLANTER WITH 

AUDIO EQUIPMENT
SOUND SYSTEM 

BABY EQUIPMENT
BUGABOO BEE 

DOUBLE BUGGY 

BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES
BMW BOOT LINER 

ROOF RACK & FITTINGS 

S7 OBAN Cherished 
number on Retention 

inves tment /Chr i s tmas 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

DRESSES three teenage 

431243.
HUNTER ARGYLL 

original bag. Ideal Xmas 

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

GUITAR HERO 

Drums, one guitar and 3 

be delivered in the Oban 

X-ROCKER GAMING 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE - FREEZER 

DOMESTIC PETS
H U N G A R I A N 

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES 

ready to go to good homes.  

LABRADOR PUPPIES 

 FIREARMS
AIR RIFLE BSA 

 FIREWOOD
C O M P R E S S E D 
SAWDUST FIREBLOX 

 FURNITURE

BED BRAND NEW double 

sliding doors, adjustable 

IKEA PAX WARDROBE 
2 available, 2 X 1 metre, 

LEATHER RECLINER 

SOFA BED - SINGLE 

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

WEIDER BODY WORKS 

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

television HD ready,  

 HOME FURNISHINGS

Belgravia antique brass 

 HOME OFFICE
BLUE METAL A4 FILING 

 JEWELLERY AND 
WATCHES

RENNIE MACINTOSH 
COLLECTION silver rose 

RENNIE MACINTOSH 

design in velvet lined 

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

KITCHEN WORKTOP 

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

COMPETITIOR WEIGHT 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 

MISCELLANEOUS
LARGE WINKLES 1/2 

MOUNTED DEER 

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CHILD’S ACOUSTIC 

Can be delivered in the 

ELECTRIC GUITAR 

along drums, very good 

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

BOYS SKI HELMET by 

CHILDS SKI BOOTS 

GIRLS SKI HELMET by 

JUNIOR/ CHILD’S SKIS, 

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

C O L O U R 
PHOTOCOPYING A4/A3, 

individually or by the 

 TOYS AND GAMES

NEST Playset, ideal Xmas 

WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD 

neighbours, and 

at this sad time.

Oban Youth Moto X Prize Giving
We would like to thank everyone that supported 

the Club this year with their donations for the 

Royal Hotel for putting up with us, and of course 
to all our wonderful riders who support and help 

out at the club throughout the year.
We owe you all a great big thank you.



BIRTHS
ANDERSON – Congratulations 
to Katy and Ali, on the birth 
of their beautiful son, Jack. 
Born on November 28, 2012. 
Grandson to Maggie Anderson 
and also to Ann and the late 
Willie Buchanan. First great 
grandchild of Molly Buchanan 
(Morar) and Ian Wilkinson 
(Glasgow). A happy new 
addition to the family.

MACGILLIVRAY – At 
Raigmore Hospital on 
December 5, 2012 to Alison 
(nee Harvey) and Grahame a 
precious daughter, Isla Elaine. 
A gorgeous granddaughter 
for Irene, Bill, Dougie and 
Catherine. ‘May gods blessing 
surround you each day’
MILLER - Scott and Emily 
(nee Dayton). The precious 
gift of a daughter Eilidh Sarita 
born in Eugene, Oregon on 
December 10, 2012.
ROBERTSON - Keith and 
Nina (Nee Tatarkowska) are 
delighted to announce the 
arrival of Ruaridh Alexander, 
on November 6 at the Southern 
General, Glasgow. 1st 
Grandchild for Andrew and 
June, Montrose, and 5th for 
Les and Maggie, Crossford, 
Lanarkshire. Keith is the eldest 
grandson of the late Annabel and 
Sandy MacLennan, formerly 
Cnoc-na-sith, Connel.

DEATHS
ALCORN - Peacefully, in 
the loving care of Ward ‘A’, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on December 10, 2012, 

Oban, beloved wife of the late 
John, much loved mother of 
Janice and Duncan, cherished 
granny to Jennifer and a loving 
sister.  Funeral will take place 
at The Church of Scotland, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban on 
Thursday, 13th December 
at 1.30 p.m.  Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.  Family 

desired, to M. S. Therapy 
Centre, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban.
BARR – William McKinlay 
Barr, MRCVS (Veterinary 
Surgeon), peacefully, at Mid 
Argyll Hospital on Friday, 
December 7, 2012, in his 89th 
year, of Duisdale, Lochgilphead.  
Funeral service will be held 
at Glassary Parish Church, 
Kilmichael, by Lochgilphead, 
on Friday, December 14 
at 12 noon.  All welcome.  
Family Flowers only please.  
Donations, if desired, to RNLI.  
Cremation service will take 
place at Inverness Crematorium 
on Monday, December 17 at 
1.30pm.  
CAMERON - Muriel 
(née Hewlett), Edinburgh, 
died in her 98th year, on 
December 8, 2012 at the 

Wife of the late Robert Blair 
Cameron M.B.E, mother of 
Keith who predeceased her 
in 1975, Alan and Sally and 
mother-in-law to two Annes. 
Grandmother of Ewan, Rory, 
Duncan and Olivia and great-
grandmother of Alexander, 
Lizzie, William, Max and 
Hamish. A private cremation 
will be followed by a service 
of thanksgiving for her life at 
1pm on Saturday, December 
15th  at St Mary’s Church, 
Dalmahoy, Kirknewton, 
EH27 8EB, to which all are 

only but donations if desired 
made to Great Ormond Street 
Hospital, London, WC1N 
3JH.
HENDRY – On December 6, 
2012, peacefully at Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, Duncan 
Hendry, formerly of Inveraray 

beloved husband of Anna and 
much loved father of Allan, 
Janice and Gregor, father-in-
law of Richard, Gale and May 
Louise, dear brother of Allan 
and a dearly loved papa and 
great papa.  Funeral service 
at Inveraray Parish Church, 
(today) Thursday, December 
13 at 12 noon, interment 
thereafter at Glen Shira 
Cemetery, to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 

only please, collection if 
desired for church and British 
Legion.
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MEMORIALS

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Friday 14 Dec 2012

Holy Cross, Portnacroish, 
Appin

Carol Service in Appin 
Parish Church ..............18.00
Sunday 16 December 2012

Advent 3
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion ........08.00
Sung Eucharist .............10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki McNelly Provost

(01631) 562323
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ........ 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............10.00
Advance Notice

Friday 21 Dec 2012 
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols ...........................19.30

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 16th December 

2012
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

BOWMAN - BOYD
Jacqueline and Alexander, both of Duisky Fort William, 

were married earlier this year in Kenmare, Ireland.

SHARKEY – MACCORQUODALE
Deirdre and Iain celebrated their wedding with 

family and friends at the Phoenicia Hotel, Malta 
on October 4, 2012.

MACDONALD -  Suddenly but 
peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 9, 2012, aged 72, 
Hector James MacDonald, 
beloved husband of Alda, 
wonderful dad to Christine, Liz, 
Caroline and John, dear father-
in-law to Andy, Gary and Dolina 
and a much loved grampa to 
Kenneth, Daniel, Karina and 
Andrew.  Our family will never 
be the same again.
MACNAUGHTON – 
Peacefully, after a long illness, 
borne bravely, at the Mid Argyll 
Hospital, on December 10, 2012, 
with her family by her side, Mary 
Margaret MacNaughton, née 
Cameron, of 5 Orchard Park, 
Ardrishaig, beloved wife of the 
late Ian, much loved mum of 
Mairie, Catherine, Kirsty and the 
late Fiona and adored nannie of 
George, Lucas, Cameron, Eilidh, 
Ruaraidh, Colin, Ryan and Cara.  
A much respected mother-in-
law.  A dear sister of Morag.  A 
good neighbour and dear friend 
to many.  Funeral service will be 
held in Ardrishaig Parish Church 
on Saturday, December 15 at 
9.00am, followed by a service 
and interment at Acharacle Parish 
Church at 2.00pm.  Flowers 
or donations, if desired, to MS 
Centre, Mid Argyll. 
MCGILL - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban on 
Monday December 10, 2012, in 
his 84th year, Archibald McGill, 
beloved husband to Joan, a dear 
father & grandfather.  Funeral 
will take place from Church of 
Scotland, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban on Friday 14th December 
at 1 pm, thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.  Retiring collection / 
donations if desired for Alzheimer 
Scotland, Action on Dementia. 
SCOFIELD - It is with 
great regret that her family 
announce that Sarah died at 
home in Langamull, Calgary, 
on December 4, 2012. Beloved 
daughter of the late Paul and 

of Martin and aunt of Robin and 
Rachel. Sarah’s funeral will be at 
Dervaig Church at 12.30pm on 
Thursday, December 13th and 
she will be buried in Calgary 
graveyard.
WYNNE - Marion, 84, died at the 
family home at St Andrews East, 
Fassifern Road, Fort William on 
Saturday, December 8, 2012. 
Wife of the late Ian Wynne, of 
Wynne the Butchers. Much loved 
mother of Patricia, Margaret, 
Thomas, Anne, Rosemary, Helen, 
Marion and Gillian, grandmother 
of 25 grandchildren and great 
grandmother. Funeral will be 
held in St Mary’s Church, Fort 
William on Thursday, December 
13 at 12 noon.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BUTLER - Liz, Les, Steven and 
families would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their support and kindness, 
many cards, telephone calls and 
expressions of sympathy shown 
to them at this sad time.  Thanks 
also to everyone involved in 
George’s care over the last few 
years, too many to mention.  
Special thanks to the Lynne of 
Lorn for their care and kindness 
to us all over the past four years. 
They truly are angels.  To Rev 
Dugald Cameron for the lovely 
service, thanks to the Rowantree 
Hotel and every one who attended 
the Church and graveside on such 
an awful day.  A big thank you to 
Catriona and family for funeral 
arrangements.  The total collected 
for the Residents comfort 
fund was £232.62.  Thank you 
everyone.
CAMERON - The family of 
the late John Cameron (Rookie), 
wish to thank family and friends 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy received, Belford 
Hospital for the care they gave 

Nurses, Tweeddale Practice, 4Btn 
Highlanders for their attendance, 
Railway Club for the nice tea, 
Mike McFall and staff for funeral 
arrangements, the lovely service 
by Rev Adrian Varwell and all 
who paid their last respects. The 
sum of £500 was raised and split 
between Macmillan Nurses and 
Renal Unit Belford Hospital.
CAMERON - The family of the 
late Jane H Cameron (Sheena) 
(née Wilkieson), would like to 
thank all neighbours, friends 
and relations for their cards and 
kind wishes on their sad loss, 
W.T. Fraser and son for Funeral 
arrangements also Rev Fiona 
Smith (Ness Bank Church) for 
her comforting service. Thank 
You All
CUMMING – Ian and family 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for the 
kind expressions of sympathy 
at this sad time. Thanks to the 
staff of Ward B at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban for the 
care and attention provided over 
the last few weeks. Also the 
community team and all at Lorn 
Medical Centre for facilitating 
Molly’s home visits. A special 
thank you to Susan MacAskill 
and Josie Tidser for the support, 
time and affection they showed 
to mum which is very much 
appreciated by all the family. To 
Hamish Hoey and Sons for their 

funeral arrangements, Budding 
Blooms Florist’s, Renfrew for 

James MacNeil for a comforting 
service. To all those who travelled 
to St Columba’s Cathedral and 

to Pennyfuir Cemetery to pay 
their last respects and to the 
Oban Bay Hotel for welcoming 
refreshments.
DONNELLY – Katie Ann on 
December 3, 2012. Catherine, 
Donald and our respective 
families would like to thank 
everyone for their kindness, 

calls. Special thanks go to 
carers and the North Argyll 
Eventide Home. Gratitude goes 
to the Rev. Christopher MacRae 
for his heartfelt and moving 
service. Also to Mike McFall for 
providing funeral arrangements. 
Thanks also to everyone who 
contributed to the collection for 
Alzheimer Scotland. The sum 
raised was £400 which will be 
split between Fort William and 
Oban branches. 
MCARTHUR – The family of 

like to thank all friends and 
family for coming to the funeral. 
Special thanks to Rev Kenneth 
Ross for his comforting service, 
staff of Luing Ferry and staff 
at Mount Pleasant care home, 
Old Kilpatrick who looked 

Grateful thanks to Clydebank 
Funeral Services for their 
professionalism.
MCKERRELL – (Isle of Seil) 
- The McKerrell family and 
Margaret wish to thank relatives 
and friends for the cards and letters 
of sympathy received following 
the death of Billy their father and 
friend. Thanks to Rev Dr Ross 
for his comforting service and to 
those who attended the service 
and graveside at Kilbrandon 
Church. Special thanks to the staff 
of Eader Glinn, to the Macmillan 
nursing team and to Easdale and 
Lorn Medical Practices for their 
care and attention. Also thanks 
to Hamish Hoey & Son for the 
funeral arrangements.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dear brothers 
Hugh, died December 13, 
2011 and Jack (John), died 
November 4, 2010, also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before and after.
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Allan, John Alex, Cathie, 
Margaret, Mary, Jimmy and 
all families.
CAMERON – In memory 
of my beloved husband and 
father Lachlan Cameron, also 
loved ones departed before 
and since.
Time will pass and fade away
Happy memories will always 
stay
- Mary and Margaret.
GIBSON – Special memories 
of my dear mum Jenny, who 
passed away on December 12, 
2003.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always, forgetting 
you never
- Your daughter Kathleen, son-
in-law Sandy xx
GIBSON – In loving memory 
of my dear mother Jenny who 
died December 12, 2003.
 - Always remembered Jimmy
GIBSON – Loving memories 
of a dear mother, granny and 
great granny, Jenny, died 
December 12, 2003. Also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before.
Sadly missed along life’s way
- Tommy, Nellie and family
HAY - Happy memories of 
Robert a precious son, brother 
and uncle who was taken from 
us so tragically December 13, 
1998 aged 23 years.
A smile we will always 
remember,
A voice we will always recall,
A memory we will always 
treasure,
Robert you were dear to us 
all.
Greatly missed. 
-Mum and Dad, Kate and 
family, and Elaine and family.
MACARTHUR - Treasured 
memories of Duncan, who 
died December 13, 2004.  
A much loved husband, father 
and papa.
It does not take a special day
To bring you to our minds
As days without a thought of 
you 

- Betty and family in Islay and 
USA
MACINNES – In loving 
memory of a special father, 
father-in-law and papa Donald 
(Ginty), who passed away on 
December 18, 2011.
There is no words to say, 
How much we miss you 
everyday
Always in our thoughts
- Allan, Rachel, Derek and 
Morven xxxx
We love and miss you papa
- Robert, Ellie, Ryan and 
Claire xxxx
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of a dearly loved 
brother, brother-in-law, and 
uncle, Donald (Ginty), who 
passed away on December 18, 
2011, also loved ones gone 
before.
Always in our thoughts.
-  Malcolm, Sheena and 
family.
MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory Joe McCombie a 
loving husband, dad and 
granddad, who passed away 
December 11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts
-Wilma and family Oban and 
Glasgow. 

MACINTYRE – In memory 
of our beloved parents, Duncan 
died December 19, 1981 and 
Betsy, April 16, 1988. Also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before and after.
Memories are like threads of 
gold,
They never tarnish or grow old
- Inserted by the family late of 
Kilvaree Farm, Connel, Argyll
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of our mother Rose, 
who died December 15, 2011.
When thoughts go back as they 
often do,
We treasure the memories we 
have of you
- From John, Sandra and 
Maggie.
MACLEAN -In loving memory 
of Rose,
a special mother, granny and 
great-granny,
passed peacefully on December 
15, 2011.
We talk about you often, of the 
things you’d say and do
We have so many memories
But wish we still had you.
With love and fond memories.
- Moira, Billy and family.
Love and miss you.
-  Flora and family.
MACQUARRIE – In loving 
memory of our dear mum and 
grandma, Agnes, who died 
December 14, 2008 and our 
dear father and grandad, Donald 
John, who died May 21, 1989. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Simon, Ishbel, 
Kirsteen and Kevin Dumbarton.
MACQUARRIE – In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Agnes, who died December 14, 
2008. Also remembering our 
dear father Donald John, who 
died at Ormsaig, Locheport, 
May 21, 1989, and loved ones 
gone before.
No longer in our lives to share.
But in our hearts you are always 
there.
- Inserted by their loving 
daughter Ann and son-in-law 
Cameron, Erksine 
MCKINNEY – In loving 
memory of Marjorie a dear 
sister, who died December 15, 
2003.
You will never be forgotten
-Jessie, Pat and boys.
Marjorie – miss you so much
- James, Sandra and family.
MCKINNEY – In loving 
memory of Marjory, who died 
December 15, 2003.
When thoughts go back, 
As they often do,
We treasure the memories we 
have of you.
Love always – Drew, Anne and 
Liam
RICHMOND – In loving 
memory of our dear father and 
grandfather, John Richmond, 9 
Lismore Crescent, Oban, who 
passed away on December 13, 
1973.
He was so caring and content,
Loved and admired wherever he 
went.
Always thoughtful, willing and 
kind,
Such beautiful memories he left 
behind
Precious memories woven in 
gold,
Those are the thoughts we 
tenderly hold.
Deep in our hearts his memory 
is kept,
To love to cherish and never 
forget
- Inserted by his ever loving son 
Victor, daughter-in-law Anne, 
grandchildren Yvonne and John, 
Bermuda.
RODGER - In memory of a 
special sister and aunt Elsie, 
who died December 19, 2010.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Ken, Christine, Karen, Chris, 
Linda and Alan.
SANDISON - In memory of 
our precious son Liam.
Two little hands are resting
A loving heart is still
A little son we loved so much
Is waiting for us just over the 
hill
We love and miss you always 
Liam
- Mum, Dad, Aaron and 
Cameron.
SANDISON - In loving memory 
our dear grandson, Liam, who 
died December 10, 2006.
Wishing today as we wished 
before
That God could have spared you 
many years more
In our heart your memory is 
kept
To love, to cherish and never 
forget.
- Love Gran and Granda xx.
SANDISON - In loving memory 
of our darling grandson, Liam, 
sadly taken on December 10, 
2006.
The gates of heaven opened that 
day
A shining star was on its way
A special place was waiting 
above
For our darling Liam
Who everyone loved
Love you forever Liam.
- Granda and Granny, Claggan.
xx
SANDISON - Those we love 
don’t go away
They walk beside us everyday
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
Still loved, still missed, but very 
dear.
Love and miss you always 
Liam.
- Auntie Linda, Uncle Angie, 
Sean and Lisa.xxxx 
STEWART – In loving 
memory of our dear parents and 
grandparents, Ann Campbell, 
passed away on December 12 
1982 and Angus Alexander, 
passed away on October 7, 
1994.
Loved and remembered 
everyday
-Angus, Nancy, Rena and 
families, Bowmore, Islay and 
Montreal, Canada.

MACCOLL
 Duncan and Rose (Guite) 
are over the moon with the 

gorgeous daughter, Charlotte 
Elizabeth Margaret. Born 

December 6, 2012 at Royal 
Alexandra Hospital.

Tiny hands and adorable feet, 
our darling daughter is so 

sweet.

ADVENT is a time of waiting, not the kind 

in boredom, not the fearful waiting for 
unwelcome news, not the numbed waiting of 
the grieving at the bedside of the dying – but 
the attentive waiting as we live each mo-
ment fully. Like the waiting of pregnancy, 
which we call ‘expecting’, Advent is a time 
of waiting expectantly, a time to prepare 

for Christmas. These preparations will be 
many and varied. Decorating the house, and 
checking the Christmas tree lights; writing 
and posting (or emailing) cards, letters and 
presents; buying and wrapping those gifts; 
buying and preparing all the food; and so 
much more. But all this activity can lead to 
short tempers and frazzled nerves. A good 
antidote to this is to take time to prepare 

ourselves spiritually as well as physically. 
Taking a short time every day to be still and 
think about the reason for the season, Jesus, 
Immanuel. When we remember the awe-
some event that we celebrate at Christmas, 
that unique moment in time when God, the 
One and Only, came to live ‘with us’, our 

EM.

Thought for the Week

Children of St John’s RC Church 
in Caol recently received their 

confirmation from Bishop 
Joseph Toal of Argyll and the 
Isles. Also pictured with the 
children are Father Roddy 

MacAulay and their teachers at 
Lochyside RC Primary School. 

IT IS thought to be more than 30 years since 
the isle of Kerrera last hosted a Christmas 
service – on Sunday, Kilmore and Oban 
Parish Church travelled over to put that 
right.

Nearly 30 members of the congregation 
took to the Kerrera ferry on Oban’s North 

Pier for the special Christmas service led by 
the Rev Dugald Cameron at the Waypoint 
Bar and Grill.

They were joined by more than 30 locals, 
who came together to enjoy home baking and 
mulled wine after the service. The locals also 
provided the music and a warm welcome for 

the festive crowd. Rev Cameron said: ‘Karen 
Keys at Ardintrive Farm is the person who 
got everyone together on the island, we think 

‘It was a nice event and it let people see 
the religious connections between the island 
and the mainland.’

Rev Dugald Cameron leads the small party from Kilmore and Oban Parish Church to Kerrera aboard the Nessie Hunter on Sunday. 
16_t50kerrera1
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POOL

COACHING WORKSHOP

Project director    
in the pipeline

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£900

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

L Wilson
Ardfur, Taynuilt

D MacMillan
Ardpatrick Place, Lochgilphead

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

THE CLAREDON played host 
to the Gluepot on Wednesday 
evening in a re-arranged clash to 

players with the Claredon being 

in the singles which proved to be 

the Gluepot fought valiantly 

 On Thursday, Lancaster B 
travelled out to face giant-killers 

Having just returned to the top 
of the table, the North Connel 
venue was the last place the 

their quick play, inevitably the 

before this one reached its 

Ironically it was their senior 
counterparts, Lancaster A,

despatching the Kelvin with 
relative ease although a special 

Oban pool 
teams on cup 

duty this week
their quest to avoid the wooden 

intensify the pressure after their 
victory over the Lochavullin, 
closely followed by the Cellar 

against Markie Dans B, although 

  With the scores quickly being 
distributed via phones around 

in the Lochnell had the initiative 

 Top of the pile
With the chasing pack awaiting 
a slip-up and fully aware of other 
results, the Lancaster B showed 
why as the half-way point of the 

lead the way taking all three 

turns to the Oban Filling Station 
Cup which is now at the quarter-

as the league disbands for its 

The Oban Pool League would 

players will have their own 

The decision was taken to 

players to continue to grow and 

Results: Claredon 6, Gluepot 
4; Markie Dans A 7, Lochavullin 
3; Lancaster A 8, Kelvin 2; 
Lochnell 4, Lancaster B 4; Cellar 

OFS Cup Quarter Finals 
13/12/12: Markie Dans A v 
Claredon; Cellar v Lochnell; 
Gluepot v Lochavullin; 

League Table
                                P         Pts

Lancaster B 8           14
Markie Dans A 8           13
The Cellar 8           12
Lancaster A 8           10
The Lochavullin 8            9
The Lochnell 8            7
The Claredon 8            7
The Gluepot 8            3
Markie Dans B 8            3
The Kelvin           8            2

Some of the Oban Saints coaches who attended the Positive Coaching Scotland workshop at the Corran Halls - Robbie Johnson, Jamie
Graham, Martin Rae, Argyll and Bute Council Football Develiopment Officer, David Buchanan and Peter Bain.

Saints take a positive route to coaching

TOBERMORY Golf Club Juniors recently held 

Pictured above are the trophy winners along 

-

The junior section would like to place on record 
its sincere thanks to MESS, The Isle of Mull 
Lions and the Lagavullin Fundraisers for their 
generous donations which allow the juniors to 

JUNIOR GOLF

their annual prizegiving

Oban Saints Football Club re-

workshop in Argyll and Bute 
of a new initiative that is being 

Positive Coaching Scotland 

youth sport so sport can trans-

Positive Coaching Scotland’s 
vision is a football culture in 
Scotland where young players 
are developed in a positive, 

learn to win through effort and 
where valuable life lessons are 

dren they work with by teaching 

skills through football, learning 

all costs’ and that yes they want 
to win but through applying 
concerted effort to achieve set 

Stuart Grieve, Positive 
Coaching Scotland Football 

attitude in children and by work-
ing with parents, club leaders 

TOP KEELBOAT at Oban Sailing 
Club for the 2012 season was Billy 

crystal rosebowl at the club’s annual 
prizegiving dinner dance in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls in 

with Tierney Carter who took runner-

results and Tierney lifted the ScotWest 
Windows Trophy for the best Laser 

Refrigeration Trophy for the best 

aggregates with Fiona McLean 

Winning the Ladies keelboat Cup 

Strachan taking the Crews Cup, also in 

Sherwin) 10 Blueberry of Lorne 

Keys 8 Chris Dowd 9 Ben Carter 10 
John and Rebecca Forbes 11 Finn 

and Laura Shellcock 16 Fergus 

Keelboat winners at Oban Sailing Club.

Dinghy winners.

JUNIOR GOLF

Prizes handed out at 
Oban Sailing Club

FORMER Kyles Athletic player 

Ally, who played for Kyles 
Athletic in the 1950s and 1960s, 

The funeral will take place in 

SHINTY

Death of former 
Kyles stalwart

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

Club: Winter League Week 5 
- 1 Neil Johnston 34pts; 2 Iain 
MacCuaig 31pts; 3 Ruaraidh 

LOCHABER Sports Associa-

a project director in the New 
Year to advance plans to create 
an indoor training facility in 

LSA chairperson Jane 

INDOOR TRAINING

QUAD bike racing brothers Scott and Lorne 

-
ship and second in the Scottish Quad Bike 

-

go into a corner, the other bikers don’t give 

racing, but he soon got the hang of it and it 

The new season starts in March and 
they’re both keen to build on this season’s 

Scott, left, and Lorne Sinclair with the trophies they lifted during a great racing year for
the brothers. 15_t50sinclair1

Silverware for the Sinclairs

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Positive Coaching Scotland 

the tools to develop happy, suc-

players to win, just not at all 

workshops are key to the success 

-

workshop were treated to a 
interactive Double Goal Coach 
workshop where they were given 
appropriate tools to help the chil-

the values of effort, respect and a 

-
ing with Argyll and Bute Coun-

workshop in Oban is the start 
of the process to engage with 

in Scotland where young players 
are developed in a positive, safe 

win through effort and develop 

-
ing or Twitter - @ScottishFA_
PCS
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v North Kelvin United; 
Under 14s v Helensburgh; 
Newmains Hammers v Under 
15s; Under 16s - no game. All 
matches postponed.
On Sunday the Under 14s took 

on the Under 13s in a friendly 
match with the older boys 
winning an entertaining game 
5-2.

Under 13s no game; Under 
14s v Dumbarton Riverside; 
Newmains Hammers v Under 
15s; Lenzie Colts v Under 16s. 

Saints back 
on track with 
impressive win 
against OBU
‘We played some excellent football 
and deserve to be in the next round’

FOOTBALL

Lewis Cameron fires home Saints’ fourth goal against Port Glasgow OBU during last Saturday’s Jimmy Marshall Trophy match held at 
the Oban Community Pitch. Photograph by Stephen Lawson.

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
1st Round

Oban Saints 4
Port Glasgow OBU 1

PORT GLASOW Old Boys 
Union were the visitors to Oban 
for this Jimmy Marshall Trophy 

bank team were no match for 
a Saints’ side who dominated 

whistle.
For the second week in a row 

the game had to be switched 
to the all weather 3G pitch at 
Oban High School as both the 
grass parks at Glencruitten and 

solid. 
The home side wanted to 

improve on the previous week’s 
performance against Sandys 
in the Scottish Cup which fell 
well below the standards the 
players have set this season and 
the boys certainly turned on the 
style against their Port Glasgow 
opponents.

Saints started well, passing the 
ball across the defence, making 
the visitors work hard to try and 

chance of the game fell to OBU’s 
Ally Harvey, but his effort went 
past the post.

The home side opened the 
scoring in the 11th minute when 
Dene Cassells broke clear from 
his defensive duties, strode 
forward and sent a great ball 
through for Ross Maitland who 
curled a great left foot shot past 
the despairing dive of OBU 
netminder Mark Turner. Saints 

increased their lead two minutes 
later and this is one the OBU 
keeper will want to forget as he 
let Willie Gemmell’s free kick 
slip under his body and into the 
net.

However, the Oban lads shot 
themselves in the foot in the 16th 
minute when Paul Kerr and Ross 
Maitland made a complete hash 
of a throw-in on the halfway 
line. The ball ended up going 
over the head of Willie Gemmell 
and fell to Dougie Brown who 
spotted Daniel Cassells off his 
line and the Port Glasgow striker 

This was a really poor goal for 
Saints to lose after dominating 

match.
Credit to the local lads though 

they kept playing the same 
way, knocking the ball about 

lead was restored in the 22nd 
minute when Willie Gemmell 
picked up the ball deep in his 
own half before passing to Ross 
Maitland who in turn played the 
ball inside to Myles McAuley. 
He then laid it off to Craig 
MacEwan who wasted no time 
in drilling the ball high into the 
net to make the score 3-1.

Just on the half time whistle 
Donald Campbell, who had a 
quiet game by his standards, 
played a good ball through to 
Keith Millar, but the Saints 
skipper failed to control the ball 
properly and a good opportunity 
was missed.

Referee Jimmy Litster from 
Lochgilphead, who handled a 
sporting game well, blew his 
whistle for half time with Saints 
good value for their 3-1 lead.

The second half was much 

dominating possession, but if 
you had to be over critical the 
passing was a wee bit slow and 
becoming predictable but credit 
to OBU, they were defending in 

for the Saints attack.
Having been outplayed for 

most of the game Port Glasgow 
made an effort to get more 
men forward, but the home 
defence looked pretty solid, well 

Saints manager Iain Jackson 
used the second half to give his 

of game time and two of them 
- Lewis Cameron and Mattie 
Rippon - had a clever interchange 

was unlucky to see his shot 
scream over the bar. Minutes 

effort then keeper Mark Turner 
made a good save from a Keith 
Millar rocket as Saints piled on 
the pressure.

good afternoon’s performance 
with a goal in the 83rd minute 
when Willie Gemmell fed the 
ball through to Lewis Cameron 
who raced clear before thumping 
a well placed drive past Mark 

4-1.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

happy with the performance. 
He said: ‘We passed the ball 
about well, although on a few 
occasions we tried to play an 
impossible 40 yarder when there 
was a man in space a few feet 
away. However, that is probably 
being over critical. We played 

deserve to be in the hat for the 
second round draw.

‘We’re on a great run just now, 
we’ve played 14 league and cup 
games since the start of the 
season winning 13 and losing 
just the one so let’s hope we can 
keep up the good work going 
into the festive break’.

This Saturday Saints get back 
to league duty when they travel 

THE sports hall athletics pro-
gramme is underway once again 
in Argyll this winter.  

This form of indoor athletics 
has been promoted locally since 
1994 and Mid Argyll Athletic 
Club, in co-operation with all 
the local athletic clubs, are 
organising four area competi-

to be held in Oban at the end of 
February.

Specialist equipment is used 
for various running, jumping and 
throwing events in small arenas 
and this version of athletics 

halls giving youngsters a taste 
of athletics in a warm and dry 
atmosphere. 

The successful promotion of 
the competitions is dependant on 
the co-operation from schools 
with most of the schools in the 
district contacted in advance of 
the local area competitions in 
the hope teachers will encourage 
pupils to take part. 

have already been held on Mull 
and at Lochgilphead. 

The local  competition for the 
Oban area will be held this Sat-
urday, December 15, at Atlantis 
Leisure. 

Successful athletes from 
Saturday’s competition will be 
invited to compete at the Argyll 

in Oban on Saturday February 
23. 

Boys and girls entering the 
Oban competition this Saturday 
at Atlantis are reminded events 
start at 12.30pm with entries on 
the day from 12noon. 

There will be an entry fee of 

£2 for each competitor or £5 for 
families of three or more taking 
part.

Age groups are: under 9, under 
11, under 13, under 15 and under 
17 for boys and girls. 

For all age categories it will be 
age as on September 1 2012. 

Awards will be made to the top 
athletes in each age category and 
everyone taking part will receive 
a medal.  

PUPILS from Dal-
mally Primary School joined 
thousands of other children 
from schools across Scotland 
at Glasgow’s new Emirates 
Arena on Thursday to take part 
in BADMINTONscotland’s 
annual Scottish International 
Play Badminton carnivals.

Those attending the event 
participated in two, hour-long 
sessions, taking part in a range 
of activities and receiving 
coaching in the basics of the 
game.

And the children were in for 
a special treat as Olympians 
Imogen Bankier and Susan 
Egelstaff, who represented 
Team GB at London 2012 in the 
summer, stopped in to lend a 
helping hand.

Feathers fly at 
Emirates Arena

BADMINTON

ATHLETICS

Glencruitten Golf Club’s 
junior prizewinners for 2012: S 
MacLeod - Bridgend Trophy; D
MacMillan - Johnston 
Trophy, Young Trophy, 
Cameron Trophy and Treasury 
Cup;  F Sinclair - J Mac-
Callum Trophy. F MacFarlane 
- Monthly medal; R MacIntyre 
- Leicester Shield and 
MacDonald Cup;  A MacCuish 
- Liddell Trophy; S Murphy 
- Trust Quaich. The juniors 
are about to start a winter 
coaching programme with the 
club’s resident professional 
Terry Burgoyne. 

Junior
winners at 
Glencruitten
Golf Club

Sports hall athletics get underway

to take on Rolls Royce East 
Kilbride. The match will be 
played at The Murray with a 2pm 
kick-off. Referee in charge is 
Darren Murray from Glasgow. 

Saints await the draw for 

Amateur Cup which takes place 
tonight (Thursday).

Club secretary David Buchanan 
said: ‘There are still a lot of good 
teams in the draw and all we 
are looking for at this stage is a 
home tie which would give us an 
opportunity to progress to the 
last 32 of the competition.’

Ross Maitland opened the 
scoring for Saints.

GOLF

Rugby called off

LAST Saturday’s West Division  
3 rugby match between Oban 
Lorne and Millbrae had to 
be called off when the pitch 
at Glencruitten was declared 
unplayable due to a frozen pitch.

THE DRAW for the 2013 Ar-
temis Macaulay Cup will take 
place on Saturday December 15 
at 6pm live on Oban FM. 

To listen live click on to www.
obanfm.net.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup draw live        
on Oban FM

SHINTY

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light, easterly
 Temperatures -1C to 1ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 13, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  05.13 4.1 11.30 0.7 17.31      4.1        23.54     0.7  
Fri  05.57 4.2 12.21 0.6 18.15      4.1        **.**        *.*
Sat  00.40 0.6 06.41 4.3 13.10      0.7        18.58      4.0
Sun  01.26 0.6 07.26 4.2 13.58      0.8        19.41     3.8
Mon  02.13 0.7 08.11 4.0 14.46 1.0         20.24     3.6
Tues  03.00 0.9 08.58 3.8 15.35 1.2 21.08     3.4
Wed  03.49 1.1 09.48 3.6 16.25 1.5 21.56      3.1
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

4

5

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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FORT William rolled out the red carpet for the MG 
Alba 2012 Scots Trad Music Awards on Saturday 
night – and Lochaber was among the honours 
as Lochaline’s Riona Whyte was announced as 
Gaelic Singer of the Year.

To loud cheers from family and friends from 
Mull, Morvern, Barra and Ardnamurchan, Riona 
took to the Nevis Centre stage to receive her award 
from Gaelic singing star Arthur Cormack.

An audience of around 600 attended the gala 
event, which was broadcast live on BBC Alba.

A delighted Riona told The Oban Times
backstage: ‘It is absolutely fabulous. My whole 
body was shaking when I was walking up that 
hall.’ The talented artist recently released her 

debut album ‘Bunachas’ (Roots) on Ardgour 
studio Watercolour’s Stòras imprint.

Watercolour’s Mary Ann Kennedy, who co-
hosted the awards said: ‘We’re really delighted 
that Riona is getting the recognition she deserves. 

‘Her album Bunachas was a joy to work and play 
on, and we hope it will give many more folk the 
chance to hear a special voice.’

Isle of Skye ‘electrad’ band Niteworks - Chris 
Nicolson and Allan MacDonald from Braes 
and Breakish boys Ruaridh Graham and Innes 
Strachan – won the Up and Coming Artist of the 
Year award. 

 See our exclusive Trad Awards photonews 
special, page 15. 

Gaelic Singer of the Year Riona Whyte: a popular winner at the MG Alba 2012 Scots Trad Music 
Awards. 20_f50trad06

Town rolls out red carpet 
for Trad Music Awards

HIGHLAND Council has 
pledged to help local people 
clear snow and ice from local 
footpaths.

Volunteers who have 
pre-registered through their 
community council will be 
provided with snow shovels 
and snow pushers, gloves and 
high-visibility vests.

Health and safety advice will 
be given and the council will 
provide both public liability 
and personal injury insurance. 
Discussions will also take 
place on best locations for salt 

A LOCHABER community 
council plans to set up a new 
company to handle potential 
earnings from a raft of micro 
hydropower schemes.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry believe the move 
could unlock a dividend from 
projects proposed for the area.  

A letter to the community 
council from Richard Sidgwick, 
chairman of local residents 
association Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes Group, 
prompted the bid.

Mr Sidgwick said he felt his 
group, who currently receive 

nearby Caig hydro scheme, 

of any new schemes in Loch 
Arkaig.

Community council chairman 
John Fotheringham told The 
Oban Times: ‘After a lively 
debate it was agreed that we 
would not object to the current 
status of the ABC Group in 
relation to the Caig hydro 
scheme, but we could not agree 
to a similar relationship for other 
developments.

‘There is a proliferation of 
proposals for micro hydro 
schemes across our area - there 
is likely to be four schemes in 

ROY BRIDGE could be set to 
lose its village shop after more 
than 50 years of trading due to a 
downturn in business from both 
tourists and locals.

The store, the last grocery 
outlet for 27 miles heading east 

opened in 1956 and was bought 
over by Lorna and Ray Weir in 
2007, who told The Oban Times 
this year has proved tougher 
than ever.

Mrs Weir said locals choosing 
to shop online with supermarkets 
such as Asda which offer home 
delivery was having a negative 
affect on the shop.

She said: ‘There’s a number 
of factors, but I think the Asda 
deliveries are one of the main 
ones.

‘People are going to use shops 
like Asda, that’s human nature, 
but there is a distinct possibility 
of closing the shop, which is 

A SURREY couple have been 
given the go-ahead for a house 
next to Morar’s ‘Local Hero’ 
beach - despite local opposition.

Highland Council’s south 
planning committee approved 
Jane and Mike Pardoe’s bid for 
the three-bedroom dwelling at 
Camusdarach sands on Tuesday.

The Pardoes were previously 
granted permission in 2006 on 
condition they improved access 
and turning at a public car park.

But landowner Angusina 
MacDonald-Lewis refused to 
sell the required land, leading 
the Pardoes to contest the key 

rather a shame. The business 
is obviously struggling at the 
moment, the winter is normally 
quiet anyway but this year is 
worse than normal. 

‘There was a downturn in 
tourists over the summer in the 
whole area, and it affects all 
local businesses, not just us.

‘In the winter we need local 
support. 

‘It’s not just a shop – it’s a focal 
point and it’s a place for people 
to meet. 

‘It would be a real shame if it 
closed, the village would lose 
part of its community.’

The Weirs put Roy Bridge 
Stores on sale last year but have 
not yet received any offers.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
chairman John Fotheringham 
said: ‘The shop is clearly 
suffering from the residents 
using delivery vans from Asda 
and Tesco. It feels like the 
supermarkets are spreading their 
tentacles further and further.’

An Asda spokesperson said: 
‘The reason we extended our 
home delivery was because the 
local community petitioned for 
it. They felt the local shop wasn’t 
offering them the best value and 
desperately wanted access to 
Asda.’

The supermarket started 
delivering to some Lochaber 
locations - including Roy Bridge 
– for a small charge in 2011, 
with vans travelling to the west 
Highlands from a store in Elgin.

Duror Stores, at the other end 
of Lochaber, closed in November 
2011 due to dwindling trade.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Roy Bridge 
village shop 
shutdown
on the cards

Loch Arkaig seeking permission 

‘We’ve taken the decision to 
set up a community company for 

‘To avoid any divisiveness 
we plan to speak to the ward 
manager and Voluntary Action 
Lochaber with a view to setting 
up the company to handle 

future.’
The community council 

recently discussed a number of 
planning applications for small-
scale power schemes, which will 
be decided imminently.

Approved
Developer Coneloch 

Renewables, along with SSE, 
has already had plans for a 90kW 

approved. 
Highland Council encourage 

companies developing new 
schemes to contribute to a 

is given to local residents 
affected by the development.

Local ward manager Dot 
Ferguson will be at the next 
community council meeting 
on January 8 to discuss setting 
up the new company. Mr 
Fotheringham said ABC Group 
will be invited to attend.

clause. Under legal challenge, 

‘robust’ and ruled it could not be 
imposed.

Ms MacDonald-Lewis told 
The Oban Times the decision 
disappointed her.

determined not to give up. If 
they get permission all the traf-

my croft.’
The application attracted 20 

letters of opposition from local 
people. The Pardoes could not 
be contacted.

Couple get go-ahead 
to build beach home 
despite local opposition

Spean group 
moves to cash 
in on hydro 
power plans

piles for use on footpaths. TEC 
services chairman Graham 
Phillips said: ‘Whilst the 

40 footpath gritting tractors, we 
just don’t have the resources to 
clear every path that is covered 
in snow and ice. 

‘Communities have let us 
know that, with our support, 
they would be keen to take on 
this task.’

Any community council 
interested should return the 
application form or contact their 

Pledge to help path clearing volunteers

FURIOUS Kinlochleven High mums 
and dads are accusing Highland 
Council of  ‘abandoning’ the school 
following the departure of head 
teacher John McGilp on secondment 
to Thurso High in October.

The parent council claims 

to ensure standards don’t drop and 
pupils lose no teaching time has not 
materialised. 

They are particularly incensed that 
acting head teacher Gordon Milne 
is still expected to teach chemistry 
classes and tout around for staff to 
cover vacancies – including his own 
position.

Chairman Stewart Borland told 

The Oban Times: ‘We have had 
quite a time of it. We are by the 
rage at the way Mr Gilp’s departure 
was handled – now we need staff to 
ensure the children get their lessons. 
They are calling in anybody they 
can to cover classes.

‘The poor ones who are working 
towards exams – how can you do 
this to them? This could be having 
an impact on the rest of their lives 
and careers.

‘At an emergency meeting we 
were promised admin support and 
that quality assurance guys would 
be in to help – but that has just not 
happened.’

Parent Moira Hartley added: ‘It 

really feels like the staff are just 
being left to their own devices. While 
in the short term, long hours and lots 
of extra effort might get the school 
and teaching time by, in the longer 
term the situation is untenable.

‘The more drafted in ‘temps’ we 
end up with – just covering classes 
rather than teaching classes - the 
more chance there is of this situation 
having a negative impact on the 
children’s futures. Kinlochleven 

administration support - now.’
Local councillor Andrew Baxter 

told The Oban Times: ‘I am trying 
to get answers to the questions the 
parent council have asked, and that 

promises that additional help from 
the education department would be 
forthcoming actually happen. 

‘From what I can gather at the 
moment that has not been the case. 
It is plainly wrong that the acting 
head teacher is having to scrabble 

there are enough bureaucrats and 
administrators at Highland Council 
to do that job.’

The Oban Times understands a PE 
teacher and one other staff member 
is leaving - providing Mr Milne with 
a further recruitment headache.

Highland Council had not provided 
a comment as The Oban Times went 
to press.

Parents’ fury at Kinlochleven High staffing 
levels following head teacher’s departure

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Quake shakes 
Lochaber
PARTS of Lochaber were 
shaken by an earthquake at 
7.22pm on Tuesday night. 

The tremor measured 1.6 on 
the Richter scale, according to 
the British Geological Survey.

Effects were felt in Spean 
Bridge and Roy Bridge with 
several residents running 
outside to check what the 
noise was. Achnabobane man 
Andrew Bootman was one of 
those who felt the quake. He 
told The Oban Times: ‘It was 
like thunder – there were a 
couple of loud rumbles. There 
was no damage as such.’

Earth tremors are fairly 
frequent in Lochaber, which lies 
at the southern end of the Great 
Glen fault. The quake occurred 
at a depth of 7kms.  
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IT WAS all smiles at Upper Achintore 
Primary School last Thursday as around 
90 P3-P7 pupils celebrated completing 
a six-week shinty training, food hygeine 
and healthy eating course.

Fort William Shinty Club chairman 
Richard Gall and Camanachd Association 

were on hand to present the children with 

Mr Gall told the pupils: ‘A lot of our 
players have come through here over 

the years I’m sure, and one I know of is 
Adam Robertson.

‘I would be delighted if any of you came 
along to our under-14 shinty training with 
Victor Smith. 

Great sport
‘One of our main jobs is to try to get a 

coach into schools regularly. Shinty is a 
great sport and we would love to see you 
taking it up. I’m sure you would enjoy it.’

Last month the Camanachd Association 
announced a three-year partnership with 

the Food Standards Agency to deliver the 
hygiene, healthy eating and activity in 
primary schools (HHEAPS) programme 
to thousands of primary pupils across 
Scotland.

shire, Inverness, Strathspey, Badenoch, 
Lochaber, Skye, Mid Argyll, Dunoon, 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen.

Other Lochaber schools involved 
included Caol and Lochyside RC.

was extremely successful when piloted 
earlier this year and we see this as an 
exciting opportunity to introduce a large 
number of youngsters to shinty and 
an important lifestyle message around 
heathly eating and exercise.’

Coaches
Top club coaches involved include 

Stuart Macintosh, Glenurquhart; Willie 
Cowie, Skye; Michael Clark, Kingussie; 

ROSS, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Charles Kennedy has welcomed 
the Chancellor George 
Osborne’s Autumn Statement 
– particularly the rise in the 
personal tax allowance and the 
cancellation of the fuel duty 
increase.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘The 
cancellation of the fuel duty 
increase will be extremely 
welcome news for the hundreds 

KISHORN Port Ltd in Wester 
Ross has made a breakthrough in 
its bid to become a major centre 
of operations for the growing 
offshore renewables sector.

The company has announced a 
lease with Trident Energy (TE), 
an independent developer of 
attachable wave energy power 
devices for oil-rigs and wind 
turbines.

From spring 2013, TE will 
test its PowerPod technology at 
sea and gather operating data to 
inform commercial designs and 
performance modelling. 

The power plants work by 
harnessing wave action to supply 
off-grid renewable electricity, 
reducing reliance on offshore 
diesel generation. 

During the Kishorn tests, the 
PowerPod prototype will be 
attached to the side of a deep-
water jetty. 

Sea conditions at Kishorn, 
a former oil-rig fabrication 
yard, are less extreme than 
the open ocean. But waves are 

TWO SKYE and Lochalsh 
businesses have been 
shortlisted for the Scottish 2012 
Countryside Alliance Awards.

The Skye Quilt Studio in 

in the ‘start-up’ category while 
the Glenelg-based Skye Ferry 
Community Interest Company 

AN ISLE of Skye gardener has 
been voted cream of the crop 
at a prestigious London awards 
ceremony.

David MacLean, head 
gardener at Dunvegan Castle 
and Gardens, won the ‘Beyond 
the Call of Duty’ accolade at 
Hudson’s Heritage Awards at 
Goldsmith’s Hall in London.

Mr MacLean received his 
award from TV chef Lloyd 
Grossman and TV broadcaster 
and writer Lucinda Lambton.

The annual event recognises 
the UK’s top heritage attractions 
and their contribution to the 
UK tourism industry across 11 
categories.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I am very 

Fort William Shinty Club chairman Richard Gall and Camanachd Association shinty development officer Russell Jones with the Upper Achintore pupils after the 
presentation. 20_f50schools01

All smiles as Upper Achintore pupils complete course

purposes, meaning costs and 
risks associated with offshore 
deployments are lower. 

TE will test different control 
systems during the trial period, 
subject to marine licence 
approval. The lease with Kishorn 
Port is for an initial period of one 
year. 

Trident Energy chief operating 

said: ‘Looking for a jetty on 
which to test our co-located 
wave technology posed two 
challenges. 

‘First, jetties are largely in 
sheltered locations. 

‘Second, most structurally 
sound jetties have other on-going 
operations. 

‘Kishorn represents a great 
solution – the site is a legacy 
from oil and gas construction in 
the 1970s and offers a substantial, 

unused deep-water jetty which is 
exposed to energetic waves from 
the southwest.

‘The management team 
at Kishorn Port have been 
extremely supportive and we 
look forward to working with 

them as we install and test our 
PowerPod technology.’

Kishorn Port Ltd director 
Alasdair Ferguson said Kishorn 
– already in the National 
Renewables Infrastructure Plan 
for Scotland – was ‘ideally 
suited’ for such projects. 

He added: ‘We see this 
agreement between KPL and 
Trident Energy as only the 
beginning. Potential projects 
and developments on site for 
the renewable energy sector 
for offshore wind, wave and 
tidal will be able to utilise the 
exceptionally deep water, berths, 
dry dock, quarry and expansive 
laydown land which Kishorn 
Port has to offer.’

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise chief executive Alex 
Paterson said: ‘This leasing 
agreement with Trident Energy 

port’s capabilities, the local skills 
and workforce and its prime 
location as a base for servicing 
the renewables market.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Ali Ferguson: signed deal. 
20_50kishorn01

David MacLean, left, receives his award from Lloyd Grossman and 
Lucinda Lambton. 

honoured to receive this award 
for our garden on the Isle of 
Skye. It was exciting and a 
bit overwhelming. I would 
like to thank Hugh MacLeod, 

Dunvegan and the many years 
of dedication from my wife 
Rosemary.’ 

Estate director Hugh MacLeod 

the entire team at Dunvegan 
Castle and Gardens are thrilled 
that David’s impressive career in 
horticulture spanning 53 years 
has been recognised in this way. 
David MacLean is a profoundly 
modest man of exceptional 
ability and this award is 
thoroughly deserved.’ 

Isle of Skye gardener cream of the crop

Trial postponed 
after witnesses 
fail to appear
THE TRIAL of a Kinlochleven 
man accused of assaulting a 
man during an incident in the 
village has been postponed after 
witnesses failed to appear.

Philip McDonagh, aged 37, 
had been due to stand trial 
for the alleged attacks, which 
occurred at a house on Foyers 
Road on August 31.

Fiscal Alison Wylie said a 
number of Crown witnesses, 
including one of the victims had 
not shown up at Fort William 
Sheriff Court for the trial last 
Wednesday. 

She added: ‘I will certainly be 
making enquires to ascertain 
the reasons for their non-
attendance.’

Philip McDonagh, of 32 
Foyers Road, denies stamping 
on the head and body of the 
man until he was unconscious 
and acting in a threatening and 
abusive manner by repeatedly 
striking a door, shouting 
aggressively and entering the 
property uninvited.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin agreed 
to postpone the trial until 

FORT William Chamber of 
Commerce (FWCC) is on track 
to achieve its target of having 
100 members by Christmas.

The group took its membership 
to 99 when it welcomed two new 

Vernon of Morvich Guest House 

Scotland, at its latest meeting.
FWCC chairman Don Hind 

congratulated Fishing Scotland 

award from VisitScotland.
The networking event in Ben 

Nevis Distillery also heard a 
presentation from Scott Donald 
of KD Partnership, who gave the 
30-plus members a fascinating 
insight into their architectural 
projects from small croft house 
conversions to large-scale 

Lochaber woman 
denies £36,000 
benefit fraud
A LOCHABER woman has 
denied fraudulently claiming 

over six years.
Anne Mustarde, of Tigh Linn, 

Kinlocheil, pled not guilty to 
pretending to have no savings 
to claim income support from 
the Department of Work and 

August 2010.
The 49-year-old is due to stand 

trial at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on February 25, with a 

13.

Music school 
students take        
to club stage
STUDENTS at Plockton 
Music School - the Centre 
For Excellence In Traditional 
Scottish Music - will be guest 
artistes at Skye Accordion and 

the New Year.
Around 10 young musicians, 

box players, will make the trip 

Royal Hotel in Portree, music 
school administrator Rhona 
Sharp said.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
in national call for 
Gaelic teachers
BÒRD na Gàidhlig is making a 
national call for Gaelic teachers 
through a 12-day advertising 
campaign.

The move represents a major 
step-up in efforts to meet 
ambitious targets laid down in 
the National Gaelic Language 
Plan 2012– 2017.

A BnaG spokesperson told 
The Oban Times: ‘We know 
we have a huge job before us to 
increase the number of teachers 
in Scottish Gaelic medium 
education if we are to meet 
those targets.’

Mary MacMillan, head of 
education and learning at 
BnaG, said: ‘Scotland aims to 
double the number of children 
going through Gaelic-medium 
education by 2017 and this 
is only achievable by also 
increasing the number of Gaelic 
teachers.’

Gaelic medium primary 
schools at Glasgow and 
Inverness are close to full 
capacity. Others are planned at 
Bonnington in Edinburgh, Fort 
William and Portree.

Broadford   
Primary School 
Christmas     
concert
BROADFORD Primary 
School will entertain the local 
community with a medley of 
song, music and rhyme at its 
Christmas concert in Broadford 
Village hall tonight (Thursday).

The evening gets underway at 
6.45pm.

Cash help for 
Highland fishing 
communities
communities are being 
encouraged to apply for 
assistance from the European 
Fisheries Fund.

The Highland Fisheries Local 
Action Group (FLAG), which 
administers the fund locally, 
has £549,392 available. 

is in decline can receive cash 
grants for schemes designed 
to help local people, groups 
and businesses develop new 
enterprises.

Any expressions of interest 

31 2013.
For more information contact 

Highland Council on 01463 
702250, visit the council 
website or email planning@
highland.gov.uk. 

Rotary Club       
carol singers hit 
the high notes
CARE home and supported 
housing residents across 
Lochaber will get a special 
Christmas treat next Wednesday 
– from Rotary Club of Lochaber 
carol singers.

The group, led by president 
Sheana Fraser, will give 
its opening performance at 
Victoria Court, Fort William, 
in late morning before singing 
at Mosspark at Caol, Invernevis 
House in Fort William and 

The singers will end its their 
with carols at the Belford 
Hospital in the evening.  

A FORT William musical group 
is planning to be back with 
a bang for next year’s festive 
season after calling off their 
popular annual panto this year 

musical director.
And if someone comes for-

ward, Christmas 2013 promises 
to be extra special for Lochaber 
Showstoppers as it celebrates its 
20th anniversary.

The group cancelled this year’s 
Christmas panto and the spring 
show planned for 2013 after 
musical director Susan Munro 
stepped down.

someone to take up the role, but 
without success.

Clare Brewer, who wrote and 
directed last year’s performance 

designs for businesses such as 
BSW at Corpach.

Mr Donald shared his thoughts 
on procurement procedures and 

system can see perfectly 
competent local businesses 
lose out to competition from 
outwith the area - businesses 
which in turn do not re-invest in 
Lochaber.

Hospitality
Bringing the meeting to a close, 

Don Hind thanked Colin Ross 
and his team for their hospitality 
and reminded members of the 
opportunity to have a tour of the 
Ben Nevis Distillery.

The December meeting of 
the chamber will take the form 
of a Christmas lunch in The 
Moorings Hotel at Banavie on 
Thursday December 20.

Chamber on target 
for 100 members

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

of ‘A Christmas Carol’, said Ms 
Munro needed a rest from the 
heavy workload. She told The 
Oban Times: ‘Susan needed a 
bit of a break, doing two shows 
back to back every year is almost 
a full time job. She might come 
back in the future though.

‘We ideally need someone 
with a range of skills and the 

of a group of people, but musical 

Ms Brewer said cancelling the 
panto was ‘a shame’, but the lack 
of a director left the group with 
little option.

miss seeing the show,’ she said. 

‘The performers and everyone 
involved are disappointed as 
well. 

‘The younger members of the 
group were pretty devastated 
- it’s their chance to get up on the 
stage and shine.

‘But having a bit of a break is 
quite a good thing. I think be-
cause of our size and location we 
maybe have a bit of a monopoly, 
so it gives others a chance and 
it means we’ll get to go and see 
some other shows, which we 
don’t normally get to do.’

She added: ‘It’s nice to be 
missed but hopefully we’ll be 
back next year. We’re hoping our 
next show will be our Christmas 
show and it would be nice to put 
on a real whizz-banger for our 
20th year.’

MP welcomes Autumn 
Statement measures

of people who wrote to me on 
this issue. 

‘When you live in a rural 
community a car is a necessity, 
not a luxury and when you 
travel tens if not hundreds of 
miles a week, a 3p rise quickly 
adds up.’

Mr Kennedy also said raising 
the personal allowance to 
£9,440 means two million Scots 
will receive a tax cut in April.

Businesses on awards shortlist
has been nominated for the 

are invited to Holyrood on 
February 5 2013 to celebrate 
their success, speak to MSPs 

out who will take the title in 
each category, propelling them 

Showstoppers plan special 
20th anniversary return 

Oban 

Music
Tanglewood 

guitars
in stock

At Oban Music 

we have a 

fantastic range 

of acoustic 

guitars in stock 

available to 

take home 

today - the ideal 

Christmas gift

50% off gig 
bags when

you buy one 
of our guitars

20 Argyll Square, Oban 
Tel: 01631 566304

jean@obanmusic.com

Kishorn Port seals 
wave energy deal 

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

†Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget.

However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your flight exceed this budget,

we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

Sorrento, Capri

Selected departures

May - October 2013

From Glasgow airport

& the Bay of Naples

For generations, visitors have fallen in love with the 
outstanding natural beauty of the Bay of Naples, its 
unrivalled shoreline and its ancient wonders…. falling 
under the spell of romantic southern Italy.

  Return flight from Glasgow airport to Naples†

  Airport taxes & return transfer from Naples airport

to your hotel

  7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Tourist 

with dinner & breakfast.

(There is also a choice of further 3 and 4 star hotels
which are available at a supplement)

  Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the Island

of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

  Free time in Sorrento

Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the 
Island of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

8 days from £929pp

Beautiful Tuscany attracts visitors for many reasons; for 

some it is the fine art and amazing culture, for others the 

charming Medieval towns and Renaissance splendours, 

fashionable coastal towns and quiet green hills.

Experience the many Treasures of Tuscany for yourself 

during this holiday which will give you a taste of everything 

Italy’s favourite region has to offer!

†

Airport taxes & return transfer from the airport to your hotel

7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Aggravi,

Chianciano Terme with dinner & breakfast

An upgrade to the 4 star Hotel Moderno, Chianciano Terme is offered,

subject to availability, at a supplement

Overseas
Holidays 2013

Treasures of Tuscany

Included excursions to Florence, Rome,
Siena & San Gimignano and Montepulciano & Pienza

Saturday departures

4 May, 15 June & 21 September 2013

From Prestwick airport

8 days from £699pp
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A POTENTIAL teaching crisis 
in the Gaelic medium unit at 
Broadford Primary School has 
been averted after two teachers 
were recruited on a jobshare ba-
sis to cover for maternity leave.

The new staff, one from Skye 
and the other from Lewis, will 
bring their language skills to the 
classroom when pupils return 
after the New Year holidays.

Fears had been expressed that 
tuition in Gaelic for 39 pupils 
would suffer after no applicants 
for the temporary post came 
forward.

But now P1-P3 Gaelic medium 
pupils will continue to be taught 
through the language in all sub-
jects. A second Gaelic teacher 
remains in post teaching P4-7 
children. 

One parent with a child in the 
junior class, who asked not to be 
named, told The Oban Times:
‘This has come as a bit of a relief 
to be honest. At least now we are 
not going to be worrying about 
who is going to be teaching the 
children.

‘But it’s been hard recruiting 
staff and is becoming more 

contracts are not going to be giv-
ing those up to cover maternity 
leave.’

Chairman of the council’s adult 
and children’s services commit-
tee Councillor Alasdair Christie 
said: ‘Following the closing date 
for the maternity cover, the coun-
cil then actively worked with the 
head teacher to seek a solution 
to the fact that no applications 
had been received. We have 
been working together for some 
time to remedy the situation. All 

Plockton High 
School pupil off     
to Strasbourg
PLOCKTON High School sixth 
year pupil Catriona Galloway 
has been selected to take part in 
the Euroscola Project. 

Catriona will travel next 
month with 25 students from all 
over Scotland to Strasbourg.

There the Scots will work with 
other students of the same age 

programme of research, 
planning and discussion, 
culminating in a debate in the 
European Parliament.

A ROY Bridge church will be alive with 
Christmas carols and festive music for 
Lochaber Music School’s annual concert on 
Sunday.

Stars of the show will be folk group Sgoil 
Chiùil Loch Abar - Hannah MacRae, Helena 
Rose, Kirstin McAdam, Caitrin Edmond, 
Francesca Rose and Ruari Edmond - who 
won gold at this year’s Mòd in Dunoon.

The music school will perform seasonal 
orchestral, ensemble and solo pieces and will 

preview traditional music specially recorded 
for BBC Alba’s Christmas Eve service. 

Choristers will sing new music specially 
written for the concert and the string 
orchestra and handbell ringers will 
accompany the audience carols. 

Refreshments
The concert starts at 3pm in St Margaret’s 

and will be followed with home-baked 
seasonal refreshments and a fundraising 

BIG-HEARTED locals helped Kilmallie Community 
-

mas Fair at the popular venue on Saturday.
Chairman Jimmy Smith said on Monday: ‘I’d like to 

thank everybody for coming along. We have spent over 
-

ing up the toilets. We have no paid staff, just volunteers, 
and we depend on the local community’s support. We 

have so many facilities here – I think we are the only hall 
in the Highland Council area that ticks all the boxes. The 
only thing is that a lot of local people don’t know what 
we have here.’

THE FOURTH Christmas 
Leven Festival proved to be 
another success in Kinlochleven 

to the Ice Factor for a day of 
festive fun.

Attractions included the 
Caingorm Reindeer team, sales 
stalls and Santa in his North 
Pole-like ice cave. 

Speaking to The Oban Times
on Monday, orgainser Kay 

enterprise.
She said: ‘It was a brilliant 

day. We are now thinking of 
doing a Summer Leven Festival 
as well.’

She added: ‘We could not raise 
the money without the boxing 
club, which give us a room for 
our wee charity shop.’

Ms McDuff also thanked 
the Ice Factor, Kinlochleven 
Community Trust and the local 
Co-op for their support.

Community carol 
service
KILMALLIE Community 
Centre will host a community 
carol service on Sunday 
December 16.

The event, traditionally a big 

Everyone welcome.

Health secretary 
to visit 
Ardnamurchan
THE SCOTTISH Government’s 
health secretary is to visit 
Ardnamurchan on January 28 to 
discuss the ongoing out-of-
hours 999 cover in the area.

Alex Neil MSP will meet 
with representatives from the 
three local community councils 
during his visit as well as NHS 

The visit was originally 
scheduled for September but 
was postponed after Nicola 
Sturgeon was moved from 
health to become infrastructure 
secretary.

A TORLUNDY man who falsely told police 
he had killed a woman in Corpach has been 
ordered to undergo mental health treatment.

Adrian Hammond Smith, of 3 North 
Steadings, called 999 from his house on 
September 21 and made the claim, sending 

She was traced safe and well and unaware of 
Smith’s claim.

Six days later Smith knocked on his 
neighbour’s door while naked and told the 

man who answered he was a sex offender 

were called to the A82 between Torlundy 
and Nevis Range and found the 46-year-old 
standing in the northbound carriageway. 

front of a passing lorry.
Appearing at Fort William Sheriff Court 

from custody, Smith, who had no previous 
criminal convictions, pled guilty to all three 
charges.

NORTH Uist is going ‘back to the 
future’ by reviving a traditional 
craft industry to create much-
needed employment.

The island’s last spinning 
mill at Locheport ran for just a 

community enterprise Uist Wool 
is on track to open a new mill at 
Scotvein on Grimsay.  

South Uist contractor JJ 
Macdonald and Sons started 
work at the site this week, 
heralding the building’s 
completion by spring next year.

The ambitious undertaking has 
been four years in the planning 
following the establishment 
of the Uist wool development 

Its successor Uist Wool took 
over last year and has secured 

and other activities. Leader Innse 

vacancies are advertised widely 
and in situations such as Gaelic 
medium where we appreci-
ate that there is a shortage of 
personnel, we work closely with 
schools and potential candidates 
to make these posts as attractive 
as possible.’

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch, 
contacted Highland Council 
after being alerted to the situa-
tion by a constituent at his recent 
surgery in Broadford.

Praising the efforts of 
Broadford head teacher Gordon 
Wyness, he said: ‘It is thanks to 
him that the situation has been 
remedied. 

‘The uncertainty must have 
been upsetting for both the 
children and their parents. I am 
saddened that there were no 
applicants for the position and 
will be contacting Highland 
Council to see what can be done 
to resolve this in the future.’

‘I look forward to working 
together with Highland Council 
to ensure that the uncertainties 
that occurred here do not happen 
again.’

But Councillor Christie 
hit back: ‘Highland Council 
staff have been working on this 
well before Dave Thompson 
MSP got involved.’

Local councillor and Comunn 
na Gàidhlig chairman Hamish 
Fraser told The Oban Times: ‘As 
far as I am aware there was not 
a major issue and if there was it 
has been covered.’

Jimmy Smith gets into the festive spirit with Maisie Dennison and Margaret Simpson at Saturday’s Christmas Fair. 20_f50kilmallie01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Big-hearted locals back Kilmallie Hall Christmas fair

Clockwise from left: Nikki 
Glayrose, Kay McDuff, Gina 
Bruce-Low and Oban mum 

Emily Lawn with 15-month old 
daughter Amanda join Santa in 

his chilly ice cave 20_f50leven01 

Parents’ 
relief as 
teachers 
recruited
Broadford Primary School 
crisis averted as Gaelic 
teaching post is covered

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Hundreds flock to festival

CALANAS training course, 
Intermediate Wool, covers all 
stages of modern-day small-
scale woolwork production. 

The programme features 
practical work, theory and 
discussion sessions, croft visits 

Trainees visited Lewis and 
Harris to see a working spinning 
mill and met weavers and 
organisations involved in the 
current Harris Tweed revival.   

The training ensures local 
people will take up long-term 
work placements at the new 

production on the Uists for 

‘Heritage machinery’ currently 
being reconditioned in Yorkshire 

machine and a carding machine 
of even older vintage. 

A new spinner/plyer is also 
being delivered from from 
Belfast Mini Mills in Prince 
Edward Island, Canada.

Project co-ordinator Dana 
MacPhee told The Oban Times:
‘We are aiming for four full time 
equivalent jobs - which may not 
sound very much but in a small 
community like ours that is quite 

will operate throughout the year. 
Evidence from the feasibility 
study suggets there will be a 
demand. Spinning, weaving 
and knitting have become quite 
trendy. But it’s early days.’

CALANAS is supported in 
part by the European Social 
Fund and Awards for All.

Uist Wool is planning a special 
open day to mark the mill’s 
opening.

North Uist in a spin 
with new mill plan

Man must get mental health treatment

Music school’s concert high notes

Work starts on project to revive 
traditional craft industry

LOCHABER councillors 
recently made six cash awards 
from their discretionary budget:

Glengarry Community 

citizens Christmas party; Wild 
Lochaber (sub-group of OCUK) 
– contribution to Wild Lochaber 

agreed in principle; Loch-
aber Disability Access Panel 
- contribution to running costs 

Folks Association - contribution 
to Christmas lunch and summer 

Community Association - 
contribution to Christmas meal 
for elderly residents and outing 

Caol Regeneration Company 
– contribution to Lochaber 
Lunch Club Christmas Party 

Cash boost for groups
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SCOTTISH Water says it is 
working hard to make repairs 
after complaints about two of 
its Oban sites led to disgust in 
the town this week.

Residents of the Oban and 
Lorn area have inundated 
the operator with phone calls 
after foul tasting, yellow water 
started running through the taps 
last week following a failure at 
the Tullich Water Treatment 
Works (WTW) at the south end 
of the town.

Meanwhile, motorists and 
people visiting Pennyfuir 
Cemetery at the north end have 
had to endure a repulsive stench 
emanating from the Oban 
Waste Water Treatment Works, 
causing some to feel nauseous 
even when driving by.

Complaining about the tap 
water, which was still yellow as 
The Oban Times went to press, 

it wasn’t noticeable until you 

residue on pots and kettles.  
‘Scottish Water said it was 

safe to drink, but it is disgusting 
and leaves a horrible taste.’

A spokesman for the water 
operator said: ‘Scottish Water is 
making progress with its work 
to resolve an issue at Tullich 
WTW, which has affected the 
water supply to some customers 
in the area.

‘The normal taste to the water 
has been restored but the water 
is still slightly discoloured.

‘This is an aesthetic issue 
and the water is safe to drink, 
but we are working to restore 
the normal colour as soon as 
possible. Ozone generators at 
the WTW malfunctioned and 
this meant we were unable to 
remove all the colour from the 
water that we normally would.

‘One generator has been 
repaired and this has enabled us 
to restore the normal taste and 
smell. We expect the slight dis-
colouration to go when we have 

repaired the other generator.
‘Normal supplies will be 

restored to some properties be-
fore others depending on their 
location on the network.’

Work has started to eliminate 
the smell from the Pennyfuir 
site, he added.

‘This work will include an 
upgrade to the odour control 
systems. We apologise to af-
fected customers for any incon-
venience and thank them for the 
patience and understanding.’

Christmas panto brings peals of laughter - Oh yes it did!
Monsieur Atiseau (Dougie McKenzie) makes his advances towards Bette Bouffant (George Hamilton) during the laughter filled panto at Oban Picture - Kevin McGlynn

‘Yellow’ water and foul smell still causing problems in Oban

Massive

Objectors launch website 
against firm’s ‘well timed’ 
planning application

GALES of laughter came from Oban’s 
Corran Halls at the weekend as Bend-
erloch and North Connel Drama Club 
staged its annual pantomime.

The show, held over three nights, had 
crowds packing in to see Alan McHugh’s 
Beauty and the Beast.

Dougie McKenzie (left) kept the audi-

ence shouting ‘bless you’ as he reached 
for his hankie as the insatiable sneezer 
Monsieur Atiseau.

While George Hamilton (right) took on 

the unenviable task of keeping the audi-
ence in uproar as the Panto Dame, Bette 
Bouffant – he even had hair to match.

See Page 14 for review of the show.

CAMPAIGNERS objecting to 
the establishment of £2.5mil-

Loch Etive say the proposal 
would damage one of Scotland’s 
most spectacular landscapes.

Dawnfresh has lodged a 
planning application to build 
a 14-pen rainbow trout farm 
complete with feeding barge at 
Sailean Ruadh. 

14 football pitches 
It would stretch south-east 

from Airds Point to parallel 
with the jetty opposite Muckairn 
Castle. Equivalent in size to 
three and a half football pitches 
on the surface, the mooring grid 
below the water line will occupy 
an area measuring more than 
21 hectares – approximately 
14 football pitches. Each pen 
would extend 2.51metres above 
the surface.

It would operate in addition 

Etive farms.
Representations on the appli-

cation must be with Argyll and 
Bute Council by December 27, 
but objectors have described the 
application as ‘well timed’ to 
coincide with the busy Christ-
mas period.

Locals misrepresented

Ronnie Campbell, claims the 
company is misrepresenting 
him by quoting him as in favour 
of the project when he is not, 
adding: ‘It’s in the wrong place.  
Loch Etive is famous for its 
scenery and they want to put it 
right where most people would 
see it.’

There are further concerns the 
company misled the community 
by claiming the farm would cre-
ate up to six new jobs, however 
in its own application the com-

pany say the farm would make 
six part-time posts full time.

Dawnfresh has said it is ‘sur-
prised’ to hear of the objections, 
saying none were raised during 
consultation exercises with the 
communities of Ardchattan, 
Connel and Taynuilt.

Community councils meet 
Meanwhile, the area’s three 

community councils are to 
meet in the coming weeks to 
determine their stance.

Solicitor Guy Linley-Adams, 
appointed by Keith Macmillan 

proposals, this week launched a 
new website highlighting objec-
tors’ concerns.

Among those raised are that 
the farm will harm indigenous 

proposed use of sonic scarers, 
the local habitat and will make 
areas of the loch impossible to 
navigate for ‘all but the most 

sailors’.
Mr Linley-Adams added: ‘It 

is absolutely critical those who 
do have concerns make them 
known, rather than stay silent. 

-
plications is such that planning 
permission, once granted, is 
now permanent.’

manager for Dawnfresh, said: 
‘I’m surprised because we 
have given thorough, full and 
wide community consultation, 
including two open days.  

‘None of these concerns have 
come to us.’

Mistakes by SEPA and a 
computer error at Argyll and 
Bute Council caused delays to 
the planning process, which 
is why the application is being 
considered now, he said.

Noble
collection
at auction

Good news 
for Barra 
school

SEVERAL rare items from the 
private collection of the late 
Johnny Noble of Ardkinglas 
Estate will go under the hammer 
at Bonhams today (Thursday).

-
onet of Ardkinglas, was consid-
ered an art connoisseur and had 
a sought after silver collection, 
which was passed on to his sons 
and eventually to Simon John 
‘Johnny’ Noble, who continued 
to add to it.  

Among the items to go up 
for auction in Edinburgh are a 
George III silver medal for the 
Edinburgh Amphitheatre and 
a rare George III silver Argyll, 
made by David Kerr circa 1765 
and estimated at £2,000-3,000.

The most valuable piece from 
the collection is the rare 18th-
century mother-of-pearl and 
ebony vase shape snuff mull 
estimated at £3,000-£4,000.

SCHOOL inspectors have 
given Castlebay High School 
a clean bill of health four years 
after ordering it to make several 
improvements.

Follow up reports in each of 
the past three years showed there 
had been progress in addressing 
inspectors’ concerns. 

Inspectors now say the school 
can demonstrate continued 
improvement and will not be 
subject to follow up reports.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
chair of education and children’s 
services, councillor Catriona 
Stewart, said: ‘I would like to 
pass on my best wishes to all 
the staff and pupils who have 
worked hard to bring these im-
provements about. I would also 
like to commend the department 
for their input. 

‘This is good news for Castle-
bay School, for Barra and for the 
Western Isles.’

OT

The Oban Times 20 years ago

Last posting dates for Christmas

Four-year-old Christina Files from Oban issues a timely reminder that the last posting day for 
second class Christmas mail is tomorrow. For first class mail the last date is Monday December 21. 

MULL’S slaughterhouse could 
go to the wall because of costly 
European Community regula-
tions, a council meeting was 
told last week.

The committee which runs 
the slaughterhouse has written 

to Argyll and Bute District 
Council asking it to reinstate 
a 50 per cent subsidy for meat 
inspection charges, removed 
in 1992, and to empty its skips 
free of charge.

Council vice chairman John 

Wilson, the local member, 
warned that its closure would 
see a return to illegal ‘back 
door’ killing.

He said: ‘This slaughterhouse 
will go to the wall if we don’t 
try and help it.’

Euro regulations to axe Mull abattoir?

Fare rise threat to the isles

This year’s winner of the Newcomers Challengers Championship 
at the Esso Scottish Rally Championships, rallyist James MacGil-
livray from Pennygown on Mull, is seen receiving his award from 

Mrs Hazel Morrison, wife of Murdo Morrison, Esso Petroleum 
regional public relations manager. 

Some of the children who are taking part in the Christmas play. 

Christmas play at Waternish
HAVE you heard the one about 
the Mexican, the Chinese lady 
and the Norwegian?

They will all be playing a role 
in a Christmas play given by 
Knockbreak Primary School 
pupils at Waternish Village 

Hall. The youngsters will be 
donning the everyday attire of 
people from different countries, 
in ‘King Counts Ten’, to spread 
the true meaning of Christmas.

The story centres on foreign 
visitors who bring gifts for the 

king’s children. Including lan-
terns brought by Chinese lady 
Sarah MacLeod, oranges from 
Mexican, Donald MacLeod and 
Christmas trees from Norwe-
gian, Tim Arnold and from six 
others. 

Political harmony
STRATHCLYDE regional councillors of all 
political colours put aside their differences to get 
together to sing Christmas carols to raise money 
for Christian Aid. The all-day event took place on 
December 12 at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, 

Great Western Road, Glasgow.
The regional council group comprised of (back 

row left to right) councillors Iain Drysdale, Wil-
liam Petrie, David Crossan, (front row) Christo-
pher Mason, Helen McElhone and Iain Bell. 

CALEDONIAN MacBrayne 
(CalMac) claims that fares to 
west coast islands could rise if 
the Skye Bridge goes ahead and 

service is dismantled.
CalMac’s managing director, 

Colin Paterson, said the Kyle 
to Kyleakin service is one of 
their major sources of revenue 
and that unless the government 
increases its annual grant to 
subsidise the rest of the ferry 
network, prices could rise.

He said the service contributes 
to many of the routes which do 

not make a surplus and keeps 
costs at a reasonable level.

Mr Paterson added that though 
a private operator could run a 
ferry from Kyle to Kyleakin, 
CalMac will not be allowed to.

This is because the Scottish 
-

holders which prohibits CalMac 
from running a car ferry in 
competition with the bridge.

‘Clearly we need something to 
make up the difference in some 
way, either in increased charges 
or increased grants,’ said Mr 
Paterson.

WORK on a £320,000 project to meet a demand for new factories in 
Lochaber started this week.

Taking the controls of a mechanical digger, Lochaber District 

Industrial Estate, Corpach, where four 1,500 square foot factory 
units will be constructed.

Construction work has been brought forward because Lochaber 

demand for the units while marketing start-up premises, which are 
to be completed by the end of the monthat the Ben Nevis industrial 
estate, Claggan.

Work starts on new 
Lochaber factory unit

20 years ago
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LAST week’s report on expenses 
claimed by Argyll and Bute 
based MSPs erroneously stated 
Michael Russell’s total claim 
included claims for the party’s 

-

MSP’s office 
expense report 
was misleading

Photographers 
enjoy meeting
enjoyed one of the most enter-

last Monday in the company of 

lecturer, is a self taught amateur 

experiments he progressed to 

abroad with his unique style of 

included many of his in-
ternational award winning

was in his mind’s eye when 

enthusiastic applause endorsed 

welcome on Monday nights 

cinema is set to enter the 
digital age after securing all the 
funding it requires to buy new 

Oban Times, the Phoenix 

go towards buying two digital 

be placed as soon as possible, 

-
raising will continue to help 

The total project is anticipated 

Digital projectors are deemed 
-

ability of the cinema, with most 
studios no longer distributing 

Shaw, is excited for the future, 

She said: ‘We need to put in so 

the project is sustainable so we 

‘The more money we get in 
-

takes six weeks to order and 
get the projectors in place and 
we’re meeting this week to see 

It may take a bit longer though 

on the day of release, with stu-

a full week if the cinema takes 

-
tributed towards the cost of the 

Hotel Trust and Highlands and 

refurbishment will continue 

de-clutter or sell on unwanted 

Community cinema gains funding for new digital projectors

Changes to child 
benefits due

per year will come into play in 

-

charge is gradually increased to 

Wullie succeeds single-handed

More cuts 
hit school 
cleaning
Pupil health could be under 
threat by 20 per cent cut say staff

hand half way through 

his Kumite challenge 

At 41, Wullie decided 

martial arts career with 

-

He has raised more 

Talking of the break, he 
said: ‘I felt it go, I must 

point like an elbow or a 

You can still sponsor 
Wullie online at bmy- Oban black belt Wullie Rodger, left, on Saturday 

Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Atlantis Leisure on Monday 
– with special presents for the 

dads a chance to take part in 

their kids are looked after in the 

is open to any dad or granddad 

Meeting back on January 
14, the group is a partnership 

by grants from the Substance 

-

-
tact Julie MacQueen at Health 

Santa bought presents and smiles to faces during his visit to the Dad’s Group at Atlantis Leisure on Monday. 16_t50dadssanta1

Santa drops in at leisure centre with special presents

Argyll Array after energy gi-
ant, ScottishPower Renewables 
(SPR), delayed the project for a 

In March, The Oban Times 

Spanish company Iberdrola was 
to delay submitting a planning 

of Tiree by 18 months, until 

At the time, it rejected 

political pressures played a part 
in the decision, but the latest 
delay comes shortly after owner 
Iberdrola had its credit rating 

At the soonest, an application 
now won’t be submitted until at 

SPR insisted this week the lat-
est delay was purely down to a 

for the site’s challenges, but 

company’s ability and willing 

Monitoring technology

SPR told The Oban Times: ‘Dur-
ing this period the company, 

-
oper, will work alongside other 
agencies to study the results of 

‘The pause will also enable 
the company to monitor the 
industry’s progress in relation 

-

for purpose in dealing with the 
physical characteristics of this 

Tiree’s Robert Trythall, who 

Array campaign, said: ‘When 

it was the ‘jewel in the crown’ 

-

of the project are putting it in 

He said if the wind farm is 
built, it won’t be fully opera-

‘That means the so-called 

and redundant to the Scottish 

Michael Russell said SPR’s 
wish to look at new technical 

don’t think it is particularly 
problematic in terms of their 

making process and I am sure 

be heard at that stage, and will 
of course be fully entitled to 
make representations based on 

More doubts over Isle of Tiree 
off-shore wind turbine plan Jones, has been appointed as 

the Barriemore Hotel and has 
retained an interest in the town’s 

part-time BID manager role has 
been welcomed by the group’s 

said: ‘We’re delighted to be 

of directors in the work to make 

comes to us with a wealth of 
experience and skills which we 

greatly looking forward to start-
ing in my position as manager 

BID4Oban
manager named

million pound pier on Mull is 

-
nish, which will help transport 
greater quantities of timber off 

open to other timber suppliers, 

-

coming years we will transport 
many tens of thousands of 
tonnes of timber from the north 
west of Mull and the pier should 

help our business and others 

-

the economy of Mull, not just 

construction but also through 
the increased sustainability of 
forestry and any other opera-
tions which might make use of 

The pier should be operational 

of timber will be transported 

Multi-million pound pier 
at Fishnish gets underway

Seil is to be placed on the sex of-

for two years after sending 
sexually explicit material to a 

Ian Adam, 19, whose address 

admitted the offences and ap-

The court heard the girl, who 
was 15 at the time, had been so 

Defending, Heather Wilson 
said Adam was particularly 

Seil teenager put 
on sex register

and Bute schools are to be cut 
-

ings from staff that pupil health 

cleaning, catering and janitorial 
staff of the intended changes, 
with meetings to be held across 
the county next month to 
discuss with employees how the 

£42million  over  seven years
It is understood the proposals 

are part of a long-term plan to 
cut millions of pounds from 

It is thought school support 

suffer the brunt of the education 
cuts, with the authority keen to 

Plans to reduce cleaning hours 

could to come into effect ahead 

redundancies last year and the 
introduction of measures only 

A staff member who contacted 
The Oban Times in the wake of 
the latest proposal said taking 
such decisions would mean 
cleaners would not be able to 
take as much care when clean-

He said: ‘People don’t realise 
cleaning in schools has been cut 

last thing our schools need is an 

-

A spokeswoman for the 
council said: ‘Like all local 

authorities, we are faced with 

‘The proposed changes to the 
catering, cleaning and janitorial 

-
tion with staff and trade unions, 
as well as benchmarking with 

‘The process for making deci-

of factors and the impact on 

always taken into considera-

mitigate the impact on staff as 

With regards possible further 
cuts to education, the spokes-

areas of the council budget, 
including education, are under 

at this stage prior to the council 

Holiday win
Budapest after winning the top 

Jim and Joan Tolmie won two 
nights in the luxury Park Suite in 

-

Hotels and Resorts and would 

at winning this fantastic prize 

until the springtime when the 

‘We will certainly enjoy our 
stay at what looks like a most 
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A ROADS authority has been 
forced to defend the quality of 
resurfacing work in Oban town 
centre after criticism from the 
town’s community council and 
a councillor.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
claims he has been advised by an 
engineer that the work is not up 
to standard.

And a damning letter to 
Transport Scotland and Transerv 

from Oban Community Council 
secretary Duncan Martin brands 
the work ‘unacceptably poor’. 

Scotland Transerv has 
conceded the road surface 
was not the most aesthetically 
pleasing but insisted the 
materials used would potentially 
make the road surface twice as 
durable.

In its letter, Oban Community 
Council questions why the 

work was not carried out from 
the Bealach an Righ, through 
the whole of George Street and 
claims the work is of a poorer 
standard, compared with other 
recently resurfaced sections of 
road.

The community council letter 
says: ‘We were concerned to 
hear that there was as yet no 

be completed on the approach 

to Oban by resurfacing from 
Pennyfuir Cemetery to Stafford 
Street including the Bealach an 
Righ, Dunollie Road and the 
north part of George Street – 
sections of road which we would 
consider to be in even poorer 
condition than the sections now 
being resurfaced.’

The letter continues: ‘We 
would also like to comment that 
the standard of the new road 

surface, particularly southbound 
on George Street, is unacceptably 
poor.’ 

The community council also 
states the reduced programme 
of works has done nothing 
to improve street lighting, 
pavements and the overgrown 
scrub on the Bealach an Righ.

A spokesman for Scotland 
Transerv explained the road 
surface looks different ‘because 

the materials used were 
different’.

He added: ‘The material 
laid in Oban is high stone 
content, hot-rolled asphalt. It 
is fully compliant with current 
standards. The material has 

its superior durability and the 

levels.
‘The surface may look 

unusual but recent studies 
show low texture surfaces are 
advantageous in low speed areas 
as more of the tyre is in contact 
with the road, so it improves skid 
resistance.’

He said resurfacing using the 
previous type of material would 
have given the surface a life 
expectancy of eight to 12 years. 
Hot rolled asphalt should last 20 
years.

New Oban road surface comes under fire before hot tar is dry

COMMUNITY groups 
throughout Argyll are being 
urged to apply for grants to 
bolster their funds for next year.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
currently accepting applications 
to its Third Sector Grants 
scheme, which is aimed at 
supporting communities and 
vulnerable people.

Last year, a total of 130 
community groups and 
organisations across Argyll and 

available from the programme.

available to Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles supported more than 
30 groups and organisations 
including Oban Friendship Club, 
Oban and Lorn Riding for the 
Disabled Group and Isle of Mull 
Mòd Club.

Elizabeth Little, an Oban 
Friendship Club volunteer, said: 
‘Our committee would like to 
express our very sincere thanks 
to the council for the grant 
towards the cost of running 
our new Oban Friendship 
Club, which is dependent on an 
enthusiastic band of volunteer 
helpers and drivers. 

‘Our members kindly help 
with the costs by weekly 
donations but we are dependent 
on grant funding for the rest of 
our budget. 

‘It is encouraging that our 
local council has recognised our 
efforts in this generous way. The 
application process was very 
straightforward from our point 
of view and we would encourage 
other groups to apply.’

Applications forms are 
available from local area 

or can be accessed using the 
link www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
council-and-government/third-
sector-grants.

The closing date to return 
completed application forms 
for a decision at the April area 
committee meeting is Friday 
February 1 2013.

Below and right: full-time 
and retained firefighters from 
Oban put the former Rockfield 

Primary School building to 
good use when they carried 

out breathing apparatus 
training. The crews split up into 

three teams and were given 
different instructions on where 
dummy casualties were placed 
before entering the building, 
which was filled with artificial 

smoke. Station commander 
Martin Hill explained the 

change of training venue was 
because the firefighters had 
become familiar with their 
training base at Oban Fire 

Station. However, he added a 
number of them were already 

familiar with the ‘new’ training 
base, as they had been to the 
school as pupils! 16_t50fire01/02

WORLD-renowned piper Fred 
Morrison lent his ear to help 
young musicians at Oban High 
School before entertaining a 
large audience at the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls.

Mr Morrison, whose family 
hails from South Uist, helped to 
choose pipers for the school’s 
Celtic Charity Fund music 
programme at auditions last 
Wednesday afternoon.

And that evening he was 
joined by guitarist Matheu 
Watson for a Celtic concert that 
demonstrated his expertise on 
pipes and whistles.

Fred had brought his unique 
style of playing to Oban, having 
only previously performed 
at competitions, such as the 
Argyllshire Gathering.

Fred Morrison and Matheu Watson played to a packed Argyllshire Gathering Halls. 16_t50fred03

Fred Morrison, centre, and 
guitarist Matheu Watson 

helped select musicians for 
Oban High School’s new music 

programme. 16_t50fred01

Fred lends 
an ear at 
auditions

Lorn Lines
PHOENIX Cinema in Oban has issued a Bauble Appeal to help 
it decorate the huge Christmas tree that stands in its lobby.

Oban Phoenix Cinema was gifted the tree by West Coast Tool 

Fee Shaw, cinema manager, said: ‘I asked the guys if they had 
any small ones that no-one wanted but they said they would 

‘Now we have a huge tree and no decorations. We are asking 
people to donate a bauble to help decorate the tree – it might 

Anyone who wishes to donate a bauble should hand it in to 

AN OBAN store is looking for a worthwhile local charity 
to support throughout next year as part of its community 
campaign.

The Original Factory Shop has been running its Make a 
Difference campaign, which sees it team up with local good 
causes, since 2009.

The Oban shop is now on the lookout for a 2013 charity 

through the store’s fundraising efforts.
Gwen Cameron, store manager, said: ‘We’ve been raising 

funds for Oban Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre this year and 
with the partnership due to end on December 31, we’re now 
searching for a local charity to team up with in 2013.
We’re dedicated to making a difference to our local community 
and are all really looking forward to next year’s campaign.’

Any organisation wishing to apply to receive support from 

Shop’s Facebook page before Friday January 11 2013.

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP Jamie McGrigor will attend 
the Lorn Lunch Club’s festive lunch tomorrow (Friday).

The lunch, taking place at the Regent Hotel from 12.30pm, is 
open to anyone and tickets can be obtained by phoning 01631 

IDEAS for what will be going 
on in the new Atlantic Islands 
Centre on the Isle of Luing 
were put forward at a recent 
information night on the 
island.

The Isle of Luing Com-
munity Trust hosted a St 
Andrew’s Night information 
session in Cullipool Hall last 
Friday.

The evening was attended 

as Shauna Cameron, the 
centre’s architect, and Annie 
Tunnicliffe, Big Lottery 
adviser.

Organisers said that through 
an informal exchange of 
information, many interest-
ing, positive suggestions for 
activities in the centre, which 
is due to open in 18 months, 
were made.

There was a sense of 
celebration in the hall as the 
trust had received the last bit 
of funding from the European 
Regional Development Fund 
so that work on the centre 
could begin. This grant of up 

Alasdair Flemming, trust 
director, left, and Shauna 
Cameron, architect, right, 

with Emma MacLachlan and 
Fergus Ritchie. 

to the Big Lottery Fund award 

pieces of money awarded.
Isle of Luing Community 

Trust was also selling roof 
slates at the Seil Island 
Hall Craft Fair on Sunday 
December 2, so that everyone 
can own a piece of the new 
building. 

Staff and students from Oban High School dressed to impress 
as they visited Oban Phoenix Cinema to see the new James 
Bond movie. Clan Diarmid were celebrating a victory – and 

supporting the town’s cinema – as they went to see Skyfall in 
their best Bond attire. 16_t50bond01

PUPILS from Lochnell Primary School have been getting 
creative in Tesco by decorating the windows for Christmas.

The children painted winter scenes, including Santa and 
Rudolf, on the large windows in the store after being invited by 
Tesco’s better service manager Debbie Jamieson.

Staff from the school said the children loved the experience 
– one that is designed to make the store more a part of the 
community.

The opportunity was offered to all schools in the area and 
Debbie said: ‘We hope this is something the children can do 
that is arty and people can get brightened up by - no-one else in 
any other Tesco store will have this.’

Children from Lochnell Primary School decorate Tesco’s 
windows. 16_t50tesco 02

Send your news from Oban and Lorn to Euan 
Paterson at epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Council
encourages
groups
to claim 
grants

Former
pupils use 
old school 
to train

BRITAIN’S longest and toughest 
historic car rally arrived at Oban 
Airport last week for time trials 
on the runway.

Around 60 vintage cars were 
taking part in LeJog, considered 
one of the toughest events of its 
kind in Europe, where drivers 
travel from Land’s End to John 

in just three days.
The event, organised by the 

Historic Endurance Rallying 
Organisation, welcomed 

Australia, Luxembourg, Sweden, 
France and Germany.

Competitors endure a long rally 
with little rest time. Christopher 
Winter, a co-driver in a triumph 

very, very hard. 

‘Both weather and route wise it 
is very challenging.’

John Kiff, deputy clerk of the 
course, added: ‘The ice in Wales 
and this morning makes it very 
tough when you are coming over 
mountain roads. I would just like 
to thank Argyll and Bute council 
for the great welcome and co-
operation – they are brilliant.’

Over the three day period 
the cars travelled through 
Cornwall, Devon, Wales, 
Cheshire, Lancashire, North 
Yorkshire, Northumbria and 
Northumberland before crossing 
into Scotland.

In Scotland they travelled 
through East and West Lothian, 
North Lanarkshire and across the 
country via Inveraray and Oban 
then north to John O’Groats.

UK’s longest historic 
car rally comes to Oban 
Airport for night trials

ROYAL Mail is consulting on 
changing how it charges for 
parcels as it aims to reduce the 

currently exist.
Plans are afoot to reduce the 

number of bands to seven from 
April 2013. 

Royal Mail say the changes 
will make it easier for consumers 
to ‘understand and improve 

time the option to send parcels 
between one kilo and 20kgs by 
second class, with the added 
option to receive a signature on 
delivery. 

The publicly owned company 
also wants to introduce two 
broad parcel band categories, 
small parcels and medium 
parcels, bringing it in line 
with other postal operators in 
countries such as Germany, Italy 
and France. 

Further proposals include 
changes to compensations 
arrangements, which would see 
compensation for loss of damage 
of items sent untracked reduced 

Compensation limits for signed 

Royal mail     
reviews parcel 
structure

Newsdesks 
01631 568000  
01397 703003

FISHERMEN on the Isle of 
Mull are furious this week after 
discovering agreements made 
with a salmon company have not 
been delivered.

-

site off Gometra were shocked to 
discover that plans agreed with 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) were not what was submit-
ted to Argyll and Bute Council 
for planning permission.

wish to be named, said there was 
a ‘big difference’ between what 
was agreed with the company 
and what they are now faced 
with. 

Such was the outcry, SSC staff 
travelled to Mull for a meeting to 
resolve a ‘number of problems’. 

Fisherman are also understood 
to be unhappy at the appeal the 
company has lodged to overturn 
the rejection of their planning 

Loch Scridain.
Nick Turnbull, secretary of the 

Mull Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Association (MAFA) said they 
had discussed with SSC how to 
‘set up better communication 
between the salmon companies 
and the community at large’.

He added: ‘Our association 
had a meeting with representa-
tives of SSC to discuss issues 
surrounding the Gometra site 
and general discussion on other 
proposed sites within Mull.

‘There is a piece of miscom-
munication regarding the exact 
siting of the salmon farm at 
Gometra. There are great hopes 
that this will be resolved in the 
near future and there is a will-
ingness for this to happen from 
all sides.’

But there are fears from those 

now ‘hold all the cards’ as they 
already have permission for this 
site.

relying on their willingness to 
resolve this problem – if they 
decide not to budge we’ve had 
it.’

A statement issued by SSC 
and agreed with MAFA says the 
two organisations ‘look forward 
to holding further joint discus-
sions’.

Mull

farmers have 
changed plans

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Fort face a tough 
trip to Nairn

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

LOTTERY

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk
FORT William head to Moray 
to take on Nairn County this 

team players missing.

keeper Iain MacLeod will both 
miss the game, along with long-
term absentee Andy Martin. 

Manager Danny Conlon 
told The Oban Times he 
expects Nairn to provide tough 
opposition.

He said: ‘They are a good 
footballing side, and they seem 
to be as good as, if not better, 
than last season.

‘They’ve got two good players 
up front – their movement and 

Nairn currently sit eighth in 
the Highland League but have 
games in hand on all the teams 
above them, while Fort are four 
points adrift at the bottom.

Danny Conlon: pitch is a ‘major 
worry.’

£500 is up for grabs in this 
weekend’s Fort William 
Football Club lotto draw after 
no one won the cash prize last 
week. The lotto numbers last 
week were 05-06-14.

incredible 15-2 victory against 
AA Young at the Nevis Centre 
on Sunday night to keep the 
pressure up on the Ali Young 
indoor football league leaders.

points behind leaders Achintore 
FC who ran out 7-1 winners 
against Portowcy for the second 
time in seven days. Lochaber 
Leisure are two points behind in 
second place after a narrow 2-1 
over Ballachulish.

Meanwhile, a high-scoring 
encounter saw HW Energy No 
Stars pick up their third win of 
the season as they defeated Caol 
FC 5-4, and All Blacks won 6-3 
against Old Codgers.

LOCHABER Rugby Club will 
be hoping for improved pitch 
conditions for this Saturday’s 
scheduled trip to the northeast 

Medics.
Lochaber’s game against 
Aberdeenshire second XV last 
Saturday was postponed for the 
second weekend in a row after 
freezing temperatures left the 
pitch unplayable again.

The Banavie side, who have 

games this season, have only 
played once since the start of 
October due to international 
breaks and call offs for weather. 

The lack of action has seen 
them slip from second to sixth 
in RBS Caledonia Regional 
League division two north.

WEST Highland Wheelers 
latest winter league race at 
Spean Bridge was postponed on 
Sunday due to ice on the track.

The club are hoping to run 
the event again this Sunday, 
weather permitting.

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Goon Squad keep 
up the pressure

RUGBY

Rugby boys hope 
for better weather

CYCLING
Race frozen off

Jackpot rollover

THE POOR state of the surface at Fort William FC’s Claggan Park 
has been thrown back into the spotlight after another weekend of 
cancellations and postponements.

Fort William’s game against Fraserburgh was called off due to the 
pitch being unplayable - the fourth time the surface has put paid to 
the match schedule already this season.

The under 17s’ game against Clachnacuddin on Sunday was also 
cancelled. The youth side have only played once at Claggan this 

total of 10 home games cancelled due to the pitch over the past two 
seasons.

Fort manager Danny Conlon told The Oban Times the pitch was a 

He said: ‘There’s no easy answer, and it certainly doesn’t make my 

all sport in the area.
‘Kids want to play games, and regular football is the only way you 

think football could go into decline in this area.’
Youth coach John Matheson told The Oban Times the lack of 

matches was frustrating for everyone involved.
He said: ‘The youth in Fort William are not getting enough foot-

ball, and there’s other sports available for them in their late teens to 
get game time. It’s frustrating for them and you can see why they 
might turn to other sports.

be there in a few years when those boys get older and there’s not 
enough youth coming through. I don’t see it getting any better.

games. It’s a big ask when you keeping asking them to give up their 
entire Sunday to travel to the likes of Wick and Brora. It’s very dif-

them down continually.’
Matheson added: ‘We asked the Highland League for home games 

games, so we’re getting no help from that level either.’

‘There’s no easy answer, and it certainly doesn’t make my 
job any easier having to put up with all these cancellations’

Nathan McDade preparing to throw another punch during his bout with Scottish Novice
Championships finalist Ross Houston.

The Claymores - (left to right) John MacDuff, Callum Clement, Martin Glenesk, Caitlin MacCaffrey, 
Cian MacPhee, Mikey MacLean, Ben Wilson, Nathan McDade, and Colin Thomson.

Scottish national champion Callum Clement, of Tyndrum, was in 
action during the home show.

Igor Sliwinski put on an impressive display during his points win against Josh Dunlop.

Kinlochleven show 
proves to be a big 
hit with boxing fans 

KINLOCHLEVEN played host 
to a night of spectacular box-

Four Kinlochleven-based 
boxers took part in Claymores 
ABC’s show as well as young 
prospects from the club’s Ama-
teur Boxing Academy.

light-heavyweight Nathan Mc-
Dade take on Ross Houston from 
the Highland Boxing Academy.

McDade kept a healthy dis-
tance early on, only stepping in 

-
ing out of range. 

Scored heavily
McDade dodged Houston’s 

shots throughout and scored 
heavily with his own blows to 
both body and head.

decision to the home boxer, as 

well as the ‘Bout of the Night’ 
trophy.

Ben Wilson, 14, of Kinlochlev-

took a while to warm up and let 

Single point
Wilson came back strongly 

single point.
Cian MacPhee, of Ballachul-

ish, put on a convincing display 
to beat Tony Bartle, of Forsyths 
ABC in Hamilton. 

The 14 year-old dominated 
every round to win a well-de-
served unanimous decision from 

Callum Clement, 15 of Tyn-
drum, took part in an exhibition 
after his opponent pulled out.

Four youngsters - Ally Banks, 
13, of Onich, Mikey McLean, 13, 
of Kinlochleven, Caitlin McCaf-

Kelly, 14, of Forsyths ABC – put 
on a skills show.

Female fighter
Caitlin created a bit of history 

in a Lochaber show.

Igor Sliwinski, 16, took a unani-
mous points victory against Josh 
Dunlop of Elgin ABC.

Sliwinski’s sustained body-
work left Dunlop struggling to 
mount any attacks of his own.

-
nesk said: ‘All of our boxers put 

proud of them all. 
‘I would like to thank everyone 

who took time out of their busy 
lives to help put on this show - if 
you didn’t do what you do then 
these boxers wouldn’t be able to 
show you what they can do.’

‘All of our fighters put on a fine display
and I am very proud of them all’

BOXING

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light, easterly
 Temperatures -1C to 1ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 13, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  05.13 4.1 11.30 0.7 17.31      4.1        23.54     0.7  
Fri  05.57 4.2 12.21 0.6 18.15      4.1        **.**        *.*
Sat  00.40 0.6 06.41 4.3 13.10      0.7        18.58      4.0
Sun  01.26 0.6 07.26 4.2 13.58      0.8        19.41     3.8
Mon  02.13 0.7 08.11 4.0 14.46 1.0         20.24     3.6
Tues  03.00 0.9 08.58 3.8 15.35 1.2 21.08     3.4
Wed  03.49 1.1 09.48 3.6 16.25 1.5 21.56      3.1
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

4

5

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

19
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