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A FINAL planned closure on 
the Connel Bridge takes place 
this evening, Thursday, 10pm 
to 6am. 

Scotland TranServ said the 
work is progressing well and to 
schedule. Engineers have been 
making arrangements to allow 
escorted access on foot for those 
who need to cross the bridge to 
reach work from 5am. 

A spokesman said: ‘We are 
grateful to the public for their 
patience and understanding.’

Just as one set of works is 
completed, another begins, 
with a full closure of the A82 
north of Corran Ferry between 
Friday, December 9 at 8pm 
and Monday, December 12 at 
6am while a dangerous rock is 
removed.  

Final link in Connel 
Bridge works

Barra’s 
marine areas 
row escalates
SNH refute councillor’s claims 
of chairman’s impropriety

Mr Thin does not 
own a property 
on the Isle of 
Barra.
spokesperson for 
Scottish Natural 
Heritage

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Steven Flanagan

A YOUNG chess master from Oban has 
been selected to represent his country 
for the third time for a home nations 
competition.

Liam Richmond, aged nine, of Rock-

results in recent Chess Scotland Junior 
Congress competitions and will now 
represent Scotland at under-12 level.

The youngster will travel to Liverpool 
this weekend to compete in the annual 
Liverpool Quadrangular Tournament 
against teams from Wales and the North 
and South of England.

Scotland will also enter teams in the 
under-14 and under-16 sections and to 
add to the excitement of playing for their 
country, the squads have been told they 
will be accompanied by Grandmaster 
Matthew Turner, who will be their 
coach for the weekend.

Chess master 
- aged nine

Tarbert claims Transport Scotland 
ignores village road safety concerns

Student of the Year

TARBERT and Skipness Com-
munity Council is calling for 
an independent inquiry into 
Transport Scotland’s response 
to road safety concerns.

The call comes after the com-
munity council said it could 
no longer have ‘constructive 
dialogue’ with the area manager 
of the national roads authority.

Writing to Keith Brown, 
minister for transport and 
infrastructure, the group called 
for an inquiry and set out a list 
of concerns about the A83 trunk 
road.

Bob Chicken, chairman of the 
group’s roads committee, said 
the road was a threat to ‘life and 
limb’ for both pedestrians and 
motorists alike.

He said: ‘The A83 in Tarbert 
is characterised by its steepness, 
sharp bend, complex junction 
and narrowness - two trucks 
cannot pass unless one goes 
onto the sole, narrow pavement. 
This, as well as increasingly 
heavy HGV usage, has led this 
stretch of road to become, in 
our opinion, a real hazard.’

Mr Chicken said despite 

measures, Transport Scotland 
has refused to take action.

He added:‘They never seem 
to offer solutions; they can only 
offer refusals. We have seen 
other communities with a less 

-
ing measures get them installed. 
For this reason we believe that 
we have reached the end of the 
road with Transport Scotland 
and call upon the minister to 
appoint an independent person 
or body to look into Transport 
Scotland’s response to our road 

safety concerns.’
As The Oban Times went to 

press Keith Brown’s response 

However, a spokeswoman for 
Transport Scotland said: ‘We 
take seriously our responsibili-
ties in managing and maintain-
ing the trunk road network, not 
least this stretch of the A83. We 
are, as always, ready to work 
with local communities to ad-
dress their concerns. However it 
is not always possible to action 
requests due to feasibility, suit-
ability and budget.’

THE chairman of Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) is facing 
criticism over moves to impose 
environmental designations on 
Barra and claims that he did not 
declare a vested interest.

‘Tough questions’
Island councillor Donald 

Manford told The Oban Times 
that Andrew Thin has tough 
questions to answer after he 
personally took an interest 
in attempting to impose the 
controversial Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) status on 
two marine areas off the east 
coast of the island - Sound of 
Barra and East Mingulay - de-
spite a suggestion that he owns 
a holiday home there.

Mr Manford believes Mr 
Thin’s participation was im-
proper, given the designations 
could have a major impact on 
any building work, particularly 
the development of possible re-
newable energy sources such as 
wind turbines.  

The SNP councillor has now 
written to Mr Thin - who has 
regularly visited the island 
property for years - asking him 
to explain his actions.

Mr Thin’s apparent personal 
involvement was revealed as a 
result of freedom of information 
(FOI) requests by campaign 
group, Southern Hebrides 
Against Marine Environmental 
Designations (SHAMED).

Allegations refuted
However, SNH strongly refute 

any allegations of impropriety, 
stressing that the Bruernish holi-
day home is actually owned by 
Mr Thin’s brother and two other 
parties. 

The development comes just 
as the island’s local authority, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, con-
siders a report recommending the 

council oppose the designations, 
due to questionable environmen-

economic impact.
Mr Manford said: ‘One of the 

striking things that has come out 
in the FOI is the personal interest 
Mr Thin has taken. 

‘That seems to have spurred 
a lot of interest from SNH in 
designating these sites. 

‘These designations would 
most drastically have an impact 
on the east of the island and in 

particular affect the possibility 
for renewable energy develop-
ments there. Andrew Thin owns 
a property in the area. 

‘I have written to him to ask 
if he thinks it is reasonable to 
declare an interest and why he 
didn’t in this context.’

From its headquarters in 
Inverness, a Scottish Natural 
Heritage spokesperson told The 
Oban Times it was not possible 
to speak directly to Mr Thin, but 
stated there has been no wrong-
doing. 

The spokesperson said: ‘Our 
chairman has not been involved 
in decision-making with respect 

provided to the Scottish Govern-
ment in relation to a possible 
SAC in the Sound of Barra. 

‘As with any similar contro-
versial issue, however, he has 
kept himself fully informed on 
the issues involved in order to 
be in a position to brief Scottish 
Ministers as required in his role 
as SNH chair.

‘Mr Thin does not own a prop-
erty on the Isle of Barra. 

‘He does holiday there from 
time to time in a property con-
trolled by his brother and two 
non-family members. 

‘This is, as you would expect, 
declared in his register of inter-
ests.’

Meanwhile, the SHAMED 
group have taken issue with 
another comment divulged 
under FOI requests from a 
senior manager, which they say 
suggests designations should not 
be postponed because she had 
worked on them for two years.

SNH said: ‘It is unfair to single 
out individual staff for com-
ments they have made without 
SHAMED being aware of the 
full context.’

Councillor Donald Manford
Celebrity stylist Gok Wan would be in his element sorting out Oban’s two ugly sisters, Michael Wall, left, and Roddy MacEachen, who 
were attempting to impress their Prince Charming during Spotlight Musical Theatre’s production of Cinderella. Louisa Hyde was the 
three-in-one producer, director and choreographer of the pantomime, which attracted more than 1,600 people over three days last 
week at the Corran Halls. The traditional panto – one of the best attended Spotlight pantomimes ever – also featured a comic cameo 

from Councillor Roddy McCuish, who re-enacted his apology from the ill-fated ‘Obang’ fireworks display.

Cinderella’s ugly sisters take fashion to the limit

the class after being named 
Scotland’s Colleges student 

hands full at home, but al-

College UHI’s new centre 

-

could do this I would not have 

but I had forgotten who I was 
– now I’ve found out who I am 

-

Arlene stood out for the 

SVQ Hairdressing Level 3 
and giving her limited free 

Rena MacDonald, cur-
riculum manger, said she 

said: ‘Arlene is what an ideal 

motivated and interested in 

TRAFFIC in and out of Argyll 
almost came to stand still on 
Tuesday after road closures 
on the A83 and the designated 
diversion route, the A819.

The A819 Inveraray to Dal-
mally road is the diversion route 

and Glasgow, after a landslide 
at the Rest and Be Thankful 
closed the A83 outwith daylight 
hours. But the diversion was 
closed on Tuesday afternoon 
as engineers battled to retrieve 
a loaded water tanker which 
overturned.

Working for four hours to get 
the tanker upright, the engineers 
narrowly managed to clear the 
key transport route before the 
A83 closed for the night.

Overturned tanker 
shuts A83 diversion

Marina sale looks 
‘very encouraging’
OBAN Marina Ltd could be in 
the hands of new owners early 
in the New Year, after ‘very 
encouraging’ interest from 
potential buyers. 

Kerrera was handed over to 
administrators last month after 

company Shawland Develop-
ments Ltd.  

Last week a closing date of 
December 20 was set by estate 
agents Graham and Sibbald, 
and already several formal 
expressions of interest have 
been received. 
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The Oban Times would like to say a huge 

THANK YOU 
to all those who nominated an angel for our 

Angel of the Year Competition
The competition is now closed and the winner will be announced next week

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is considering charging for 
services as it strives to meet a 
savings target of £74million by 
2015.

The authority also said fort-
nightly collections of general 
household waste are ‘likely’ in 
a possible arrangement that 
would see recyclable waste col-
lected on alternate weeks.

Tough measures 
The possible money-savers 

were revealed during a live 
webchat last week, when the 
public were given the chance 
to put their questions on next 
year’s budget directly to senior 

-
tion leader, Dick Walsh.

The cash-strapped local 

authority says it has already 

savings target it needs to meet 
by 2015, but tough measures 
were still being considered with 
another £10million to save.

Chief executive, Sally Louden, 
said ‘all services are likely to be 
affected’ as a result.

Responding to a question on 
what other options are available 
to raise additional funds, Bruce 
West, the council’s head of stra-

is considering the balance in 
terms who meets the costs of 
services - users or the taxpayer 
- but one of the key issues is 
the ability to actually recover 
any charges and we need to 
recognise practical issues.

‘We are looking at all serv-

proposals in the budget at the 
moment.’

Recycling
On waste collection, Douglas 

Hendry, executive director of 

council is more likely to do 
things like go to alternative 
types of collection. 

For example, week one, 
general; week two, recyclables 
etcetera. 

‘[It’s a] ‘greener’ approach 
too.’

Mr Hendry said recycling 
more would help ease budgetary 
pressures, as the council would 

However, Mr Walsh took a 

swipe at the Scottish Govern-
ment for continuing to impose 
its freeze on the council tax, 
saying an increase would be 
prudent.

sense when you consider all 
this that the council tax should 
be increased to protect/preserve 
services.

‘However in recent years the 
Scottish Government, as part 

made it clear by indicating that 
were we to increase the council 
tax we would face sanctions and 
penalties. 

-
quiring the council to increase 
the tax substantially to accom-
modate the penalties etcetera.’

A PHOTO of Lismore Light-
house, taken from the Mull 
ferry as it passed Duart, has 
been declared the most inspir-
ing in Scotland by a national 
photography competition.

The competition, run by 

Chilean winery Isla Negra, ran 
regional heats before selecting a 
UK winner.

This lighthouse picture 
by amateur photographer 
Simon Filsell won the Scot-
tish heat but lost out to a 

scenic shot from Blackpool 

church choir from Coventry 
spent a week singing on the 
West Coast of Scotland, and I 
fell in love with the place. 

‘During that trip, we went to 
sing a concert in Iona Abbey 
– one of the most spiritual 
places in Britain. 

‘Years later, my wife came 
for two weeks’ holiday in 
Argyll, and I was very keen 

to take her to Iona. We took a 
very early morning ferry from 
Iona, and this photo of Lismore 
lighthouse was taken from the 
ferry, as the weak northern sun 
rose from behind the mountains 
to the east.’

The prize-winning picture of Lismore Lighthouse in early moring light

Lismore in early light proves inspirational

Bills for bins ‘likely’ 
as Argyll and Bute 
strives to save money
‘All services are likely to be affected’

School trip ‘good 
practice’ advice
A SCHOOL trip to a sawmill by 
Argyll pupils has been picked 
as an example of good practice 
by the Health and Safety 
Executive. 

Having assessed the safety 
issues of visiting a working 
sawmill, the successful visit 
by four Helensburgh primary 
schools now features in the 
organisation’s advice on plan-
ning school trips. 

Argyll and Bute 
school star search
THE HUNT is on for Argyll 
and Bute’s school stars to put 
themselves forward for the 
Scottish Education Awards 
2012. 

The county has a great track 
record in the national competi-

winner last year. 
Nominations for the 17 catego-

ries, including best teacher, 
sustainable school and Gaelic 
culture award, can be made on 
www.scottisheducationawards.
co.uk. 

NORTH Argyll villagers are 
hoping to unlock their area to 
tourists and create much needed 
capacity for church and commu-
nity events with a new car park. 

Appin lies on the popular Oban 
to Fort William cycle track, with 
diverse wildlife and the stunning 
Castle Stalker. 

Appin Community Trust 
hopes a new landscaped car park 
on a site opposite the village 
hall, gifted to the community in 

visitors to stop off. 
Dr Iain MacNicol, trust mem-

dull, but it’s more than that. It’s 
going to open up the entrance to 
Appin and give us a chance to 
tell people what’s in Appin. 

‘Sadly, we have had three or 
four huge funerals in the last few 
years where there were several 
hundred cars and police had to 

big improvement to road safety 
in the village.’

Although there has been a 
dire need for more parking for 
years, the land has only recently 
zoned as suitable for community 
use.  The plan has the backing of 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Scot-
tish Water and Scottish Hydro, 
who all have an interest in the 
site. 

Last month, the community 
trust received planning permis-
sion and it is now hoping to 
attract funding for a sensitive 
transformation into parking for 
at least 50 cars amongst trees 
and interpretation boards. Sub-
ject to funding, they hope the 
new facility will be in place by 
summer 2012.  

New car 
park boost 
for Appin

A COMMUNITY-run nursery 
on Barra which last month won a 
£5,000 grant in a national com-
petition is being threatened with 
closure by its local authority.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(CnES) will this week decide 
whether or not to go to public 
consultation on a proposal to 
move the compulsory pre-school 
nursery requirement from the 
Barra Children’s Centre in 
Castlebay to the town’s primary 
school by August next year.

Behind the proposal is a 
complaint that the centre has 

However, the £5,000 granted 
to the nursery from P and G 
Champion Mums Foundation 
will help pay for renovations to 
the building, while grant funding 
is currently being sought to pay 
for three new posts to increase 
capacity.

There is frustration too that the 
council will consider spending 
money on renovating the school 
to make room for pre-school 
classes when a purpose-built 
facility already exists, while a 
public meeting on the island in 
September showed there was 
overwhelming support for the 
centre.

Local councillor, Donald Man-
ford, is backing the children’s 
centre stance and will call for 
the proposal to be thrown out 
but there remains real concern 
that the nursery, which teaches 
both English and Gaelic, could 
be closed.

Abigail Treffry, one of the 

‘We have a fantastic premises, a 
great deal of community support 
and the potential to extend the 
building and expand the services 
available on-site. 

‘This could include a plan to 
increase the accommodation 
available for pre-school educa-
tion if CnES were to give a com-
mitment to remain at the centre 
for a number of years.

‘It is therefore frustrating 
that CnES might plan to invest 
in refurbishing the primary 
department to accommodate 
the pre-school classes when 
purpose-built accommodation is 
already available.’

hope it’s not a foregone con-
clusion. I would be entirely 

provision can be delivered in the 
existing purpose built premises. 

‘While I hope the proposal 
will be thrown out, I’m never 
against a general consultation 
with people with a full and frank 
exchange of views provided the 
best interests of the children are 
served.’

Barra 
nursery 
in closure 
threat

I would be entirely 
confident that full 
service provision 
can be delivered 
in the existing 
premises.
Councillor              
Donald Manford

Village hall committee chairwoman Fiona Dickie, right, looks on 
as Elma Lennox cuts the ribbon to declare the hall open again.

Kilmore Hall re-opens

POLICE arrested a 20 year old 
man at 0.20am on Sunday after 
he was accused of conducting 
himself in a disorderly manner.

A report has been submitted 

Woman charged 
after obstructing 
paramedics

OFFICERS from Strathclyde 
Police arrested a man in Oban’s 
Stevenson Street at 2am on 
Monday in connection with an 
alleged disturbance at a nearby 
licensed premises. 

Man charged after 
pub disturbance

A 47 YEAR old woman has 
been charged with obstructing 
emergency services after alleg-
edly providing false details to 
paramedics at Hynish Crescent, 
Oban, last Thursday.

Sunday arrest for 
disorderly man

PIPERS from around the world 
will be descending on Glasgow 
in each of the next four years, as 

hosts for the World Pipe Band 
Championships until 2015. 

The Royal Scottish Pipe Band 
Association (RSPBA) made the 
announcement that ‘the Worlds’ 
will be staying in Glasgow after 
the city saw-off competition 
from Belfast. George Ussher, 

‘The bands get such a warm 
welcome and genuinely look for-
ward to competing at Glasgow 
Green - and the hospitality of a 
city which embraces piping.’

The festival attracts more than 
200 bands, and 30,000 support-
ers and spectators. 

Glasgow retains 
world piping event

THE COMMITTEE that runs 
Kilmore Village Hall has called 
on more people to use it after 
re-opening the venue following 
a £35,000 refurbishment.

Well-known Kilmore woman 
Elma Lennox cut the ribbon to 

the community came together 
outside to switch on the village’s 
Christmas lights last Saturday.

Speaking at the re-opening, 

Fiona Dickie, chairwoman of 
Kilmore Village Hall Com-

the whole community and we 
would like to see more groups 
involved, particularly youth 
groups.’

old building included renewing 
the roof, improved insulation 
and the addition of a disabled 
toilet and disabled ramp.

CHRISTMAS came early for 

a delicious Mull of Kintyre 
Cheddar Hamper in The Oban 
Times festive supplement. 

MacInness (Tobermory), Eliza-
beth Small (Lochgilphead), Mrs 
A McNab (Lochawe), Mrs C 
Valentine (Kilmore) and Mrs M 
Paisley (Fort William). 

Five hamper 
winners

CHRISTMAS was very nearly 
cancelled in Tobermory after 
the village’s Christmas tree 
went for a swim in the bay.

The tree, which was donated 
by Iggesund Forestry, became 
victim of the monsoon weather 
conditions on Mull last week.

Volunteers of the Tobermory 
Christmas Lights Committee 
found it lying in the bay last 
Monday but were able to spruce 
it up in time for the Christmas 
lights being switched on last 
Friday.

Committee chairwoman 
Andrea MacPhail explained this 
year’s search for a tree had been 

regular contributors Forestry 
Commission Scotland declined 
to donate one.

horrendous weather last week 
the volunteers were happy to put 
up the lights and put the tree up 
– twice.

‘A special thanks to my 
husband John and Dodo 
MacLean who put up all the 
decorations.’

The weather also did its best 
to spoil the lights switch-on 
last Friday, when the heavens 
opened as former Tobermory 

switch.

Tobermory’s tree 
lands in bay but 
lights must go on

A BUTE stately home has 
been named as the second best 
historic wedding venue in the 
country.  Mount Stuart was 
runner up in the best wedding 
venue and also short-listed for 
the hidden gem accolade in the 
Hudson’s Heritage Awards. 

Mount Stuart 
wedding award

A ROW about the future 
structures of Argyll and Bute 
Council has broken out after a 
resignation from a cross-party 
group to look at change. 

‘Script’
The Council’s Executive set 

up a short-term working group 
to consider how to improve 
and streamline the political 
management arrangements in 
the council. 

But last week, Helensburgh 
councillor James Robb re-
signed from the group, saying 
it was working to a ‘pre-deter-
mined script’. 

In a letter to council chief 
executive Sally Loudon, 
Councillor Robb said: ‘I had 
hoped this group would take 
a wide ranging and open-
minded approach to better 
arrangements at the Council 
that would increase member 

participation and account-
ability. That has proved not to 
be the case. 

‘The public cannot un-
derstand why on critical 
local planning decisions the 
councillors they elected to 
represent them cannot take 
part in the decision. 

‘The scrutiny arrangements 
do not allow for accountability 
to all members as there is no 
provision for members to ‘call 
in’ decisions of the Executive 
Committee for review.’ 

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said Councillor Robb’s deci-
sion to resign was ‘regrettable 
... as the issues he raises in his 
letter are amongst those being 
explored by the group.’ 

He also highlighted that 
Councillor Robb had not be 
able to attend all the group 
meetings.

LOCHGILPHEAD’S MS Centre 
is celebrating a funding boost 
which secures its physiotherapy 
service for another year. 

It was one of three charities in 
the west of Scotland winning an 
RBS Community Force Award 

Karen McCurry, centre 

have been overwhelmed with 
the support we have received 
from our community who have 
been behind us giving their 

their time in valuable voluntary 
hours since the building of the 
MS Centre to developing it into 
the award winning, community 
resource it has become today.’ 

Oban-based Stramash and 
Comunn Eachdraidh Nis in the 
Isle of Lewis were the other 
two winners in the West and 
Perthshire region, while the 
refurbishment of Campbeltown 
Picture House and Ardroy 
Outdoor Education Centre also 
got grants in the Argyll and Bar-
rhead area. 

Mid Argyll 
MS centre 
celebrates

Row over the  
way ahead leads 
to resignation
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Six-and-a-half per cent ferry fare increases hit islands without RET Cement mixer 
stolen in Dalmally

TV cameras make 
tracks for Argyll

Appin crash charge

ARGYLL is at the heart of 
BBC Television’s Country 
Tracks programme this coming 
Sunday when presenter Joe 
Crowley visits one of Scotland’s 

Armaddy Castle, south of Oban, 
and meets today’s longbow 
archers who still use the natural 
landscape to full advantage. 

The programme also explores 
the West Highland Way as it 
travels through Glencoe and Joe 
Crowley will test both his skill 
and nerve as he kayaks through 
the turbulent waters of the Falls 
of Lora, as Loch Etive tumbles 
out into the Firth of Lorne. 

The programme will be 
broadcast on Sunday, December 
11, at 11am.

AN OBAN cancer surgeon 
risks being struck off after be-
ing jailed for a £25,000 house 
insurance scam.

Ramesh Gupta, aged 50, was 
this week locked up for nine 
months following his convic-
tion at Glasgow Sheriff Court 
for attempted fraud.

Gupta is already suspended 
from Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban in relation to other 
matters.

The surgeon had taken out a 

policy two days after a burst 
-

ary last year. He then made a 
bogus claim for the damage, 
which had also spread to his 
neighbour’s property.

Sheriff Nigel Ross told the 
shamed £100,000-a-year medic 
that a prison term was the only 
appropriate sentence. 

A trial in September heard 
how a leak occurred at Gupta’s 
home in the city’s Titwood 
Road, Crossmyloof, on January 

11 last year.
Gupta - who owns a string of 

properties - then took out insur-
ance before making a claim 
a month later pretending the 
incident had just happened.

Craig and Caroline McKirdy 
– neighbours affected by 

date when the leak occurred.
Gupta claimed he had never 
tried to make a claim, but had 
just ‘alerted’ the insurance 
company to the leak.

Gupta was represented by top 
QC Gordon Jackson when he 
returned to the dock this week.

The lawyer said there was ‘a 
degree of family pressures and 

bid. Adding: ‘There are a large 
number of references from his 
medical background and they 
all speak highly of him. 

‘My understanding is that he 
will pay an enormous price for 
what he has done in terms of his 
professional career.’ 

Oban surgeon 
jailed after 
insurance scam
Nine-month jail sentence follows £25,000 attempted fraud 

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a concrete mixer 
was stolen from a building site 
in Dalmally.

The orange Belle cement 
mixer, which has a Honda 
engine, was taken sometime 
between November 12-30.  

Anyone with information 
should contact constable Iain 
Young through Oban Police 

A MAN has been charged with 
driving without due care and 
attention in connection with a 
collision which occurred near 
Appin last week.

The 40 year old allegedly col-
lided with a wall near Creagan 
Bridge.

Traffic officers will be performing random spot checks throughout Oban and Argyll during their 
winter safety campaign. 15_t49police1

First offenders’ cars will 
be forfeited warns police

Auction aims to aid widow and children at Christmas

DRINK and drug drivers in 
Argyll and Bute face having 

offence as police launch their 
zero-tolerance festive road 
safety campaign.

stopping cars on roads through-
out the county from Monday as 
they aim to reduce the shocking 
statistics that show one in seven 
fatal accidents are caused by a 
driver who is under chemical 

Many of those can be ‘next 
morning’ drivers, but police 
say they won’t be taking any 
excuses if they catch someone 
putting at risk the lives of other 
road users or pedestrians.

Oban’s Chief Inspector Brian 

Auld said: ‘This year we’ve 
extended the vehicle forfeiture 

who are either three times over 
the drink drive limit or for those 
who refuse to provide a sample.

‘This is because there are still 

‘We would hope people would 
think twice about drink driving 
because of the human impact, 
about the risk, harm and impact 
they can have on other members 
of the public and themselves. Of 
course, we hope the possibility 
of forfeiture acts as an extra 
deterrent.’

With nearly a repeat offender 
caught in Scotland every day 
for the last two years, they won’t 

escape the gaze of the police.
‘In the last two years, 702 

repeat offenders have been 
caught throughout Scotland.  
In that time, 155 vehicles have 
been forfeited, with a further 18 
orders pending,’ Inspector Auld 
said.

‘With that in mind, repeat 
offenders will face forfeiture in 
the same way. We want to make 
our roads safer.’

Motorists will also be required 
to show that their vehicles 
are road worthy, with checks 
on tyres, lights and mirrors 
performed when a vehicles is 
stopped.

The winter safety campaign 
will run until January 3 next 
year.

AN OBAN woman admitted lead-
ing police on a dramatic car chase 
through the town and over Connel 
Bridge when she appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Appearing from custody, Charlene 

just after midnight on December 3, 
starting on the A85 at Corran Espla-
nade, Oban when she failed to stop for 
police.

She further admitted driving 
between Oban, Connel and the A828 
between Connel and Ledaig without 
headlights, repeatedly crossing to the 
opposing carriageway and causing 
other drivers to take evasive action.

MacDonald continued to drive 
despite the her vehicle losing a tyre 
after repeatedly hitting the verge. 

Police deployed a spiked stop-strip 
in a bid to stop MacDonald’s car at the 
junction between the A85 and A828 
but she continued to drive on the 

MacDonald further admitted failing 
to provide breath specimens and com-
mitting all the offences while on bail.

Sentence has been deferred until 
December 13 to debate the full seizure 
of the vehicle, but an interim seizure 

Crilley successfully argued forfeiture 
of the vehicle was a valid part of the 
potential punishment.

‘Stop-strip’ fails to 
halt runaway driver 
in six-mile car chase
Car loses tyre as driver tries to escape

A MOTHER of two, who lost her partner and her 
home this year, will receive a special Christmas 
gift from friends this year.

Michelle Donn’s partner, shepherd James 
Steele, died in August this year after falling on 
Ben Cruachan while gathering sheep on the hill.

Then came another bombshell as Michelle and 

their home in Lochawe, which was tied into her 
husband’s job.

Driven by a desire to help the family this Christ-
mas, friend of the family Derek Dempster, and 
his colleague Deborah Wyton, have organised a 

in the Corran Halls next Saturday (December 17) 
between 1 – 4pm. There will be performances 
from Taynuilt Gaelic Choir, Taynuilt Swing 
Band and the Lush Puppies, added to craft stalls 
and children’s activities in the hall. Among 
numerous lots are a signed Celtic football and a 
signed Honda touring car team shirt.

Derek is overwhelmed by public support. He 
added: ‘This fundraiser won’t bring James back 

family.’ Anyone wishing to pledge prizes or 
Derek Dempster with some of the auction prizes on offer at the charity fundraiser. 16_t49auction01

FERRY fares will increase by 

only for those islands not in-
cluded in the Roads Equivalent 
Tariff (RET) scheme.

Local authorities were last 
-

tion increase for all Caledonian 

MacBrayne (CalMac) routes 
throughout the Clyde and 
Hebrides, as well as NorthLink 
ferry connections to Orkney 
and Shetland.

The news will come as a bit-
ter blow to islands like Mull, 
Lismore, Canna, Rum, Iona, 

Jura, Muck and Raasay, which 
have not been included in the 
expanded RET scheme at this 
stage but continue to struggle 
against increased living and 
business costings.

There has already been some 
suggestion that the increased 

fares are in effect paying for 
the permanent extension of 
the RET to the Western Isles, 
Coll and Tiree, but Transport 
Scotland says the move has 
been forced by cuts imposed by 
the UK Government.

A spokesperson for Transport 

Scotland said: ‘The decision 
was made in order to safeguard 
lifeline ferry services in light 
of cuts imposed on the Scottish 
Government by the UK Gov-
ernment as well as increases in 
fuel costs.’

Mandie Currie, chair of 

Lismore Community Council, 
said: ‘I think we’re all too busy 
struggling to get by to be angry 
at the increase. People are be-
ing squeezed from every angle 
and this won’t be good for the 
island.’

Meanwhile, Alan Reid, Lib-

eral Democrat MP for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘This increase, 

is a blow to ferry passengers. 
The blow will fall most heavily 
on those islands, like Mull and 

from RET.’

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for a special 
Christmastime

Lunch or Dinner

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

Closed Christmas and Boxing Day
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Lorn Lines
ARGYLL Community Housing Association (ACHA) has 

Officers from the Vehicles and Operators Services Agency 
(VOSA) joined police officers for a spot-check of commercial 
vehicles at Pennyfuir, near Oban, as part of the Strathclyde 

Police Road Safety Week. Pictured are VOSA vehicle examiner 
Graham Reid with police constables Scott Lewis, Lochgilp-

head, and Andy Barron, Oban. 16_t48vosa01
First in Scotland

committee and management 

Homer Simpson, in a kilt, was suggested as a mascot for Scottish 
Country Dancing.

Royal Scottish Country Dancing Society chairwoman Ruth Beattie, left, and chief executive Elizabeth Foster with the Dunbeg pupils who gave a presentation on how to 
encourage young pupil to take part in country dancing. 16_t48dunbeg01

-

-

-

dancing and includes it in its 

-

-

- The 
Oban Times

-

They enjoyed his speech and 

-

-

-

Speakers’ club 
meets in Oban

Faulty streetlights 
cause problems

-

-

-

-

-

Oban SWRI host 
open night

-

-

-

Forteith Foodservice 
wins national industry 
award in London

Argyll forest plan short-listed

Changing rules

-

-

-

-

Ardfern drink-
driver loses licence 
for 18 months

PLANS to upgrade the roads through Oban town 
centre have been put on hold.

Scotland TranServ had planned to carry out a 
scheduled programme of improvements from the 
northern entrance of the town to the ferry terminal 
this year.

However, speaking at the recent Local Area 
Community Planning Group in the Corran Halls, 
Oban, TranServ’s Cathel MacAskill did not give an 
alternative date for the work.

A spokesman for TranServ said: ‘The major trunk 
road scheme through Oban does not feature in the 
one year indicative programme for 2012/13.

-
peting against other priorities across the network.’

Argyll and Bute Councillor Louise Glen-Lee said: 
‘It causes me great concern that Oban’s roads, paths 
and lighting are no longer in TranServ’s plans for 
the foreseeable future.’ 
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Arrest follows 
Connel disorder

Driver of van with 
no MOT charged

Oban car driver 
had no licence

Debate on rural Scotland under independence raises more questions 

The pure-bred Charolais heifer Allanfauld Fizz which won the supreme champions title at  Smithfield for Ewan MacPherson and Sons, Mill Farm, Barcaldine

Key road 
closure 

and trade
Inveraray, Mid Argyll 
and Kintyre artery 

shut by A83 landslide

night’s performance of Cin-
derella

-

-

Left: Spotlight  chairwoman 
Morven Wright accepts the 

anniversary quaich from 
Councillor Neil Mackay.

-

-
-

-

-
-

‘Lots of things happen in terms 

Four arrests after vandalism spree

Sharp fall in trade

-

-

As The Oban Times

monitoring of the area of the 

-

Credit union 
announce largest 
savings payout

New childcare 
helpline for       
Argyll and Bute

Police appeal as 
window smashed

Historic victory 
-

-

-

Previous Smithfield success
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

THE OWNER of Oban’s newest 
bar, MacBrayne’s, has clashed 
with ferry bosses following claims 
the name will cause confusion on 
Oban’s South Pier.

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) has sought legal advice 
following the name change at the 
former Waterfront Bar, situated 
near to the CalMac Ferry Terminal 
in Oban.

But Calum MacLachlainn, who 
co-owns MacBrayne’s Bar, says he 
will not be ‘bullied’ by the company 
and insists the name change is part 
of a necessary makeover.

Mr MacLachlainn told The 
Oban Times: ‘MacBrayne’s is not 
trademarked, yet there are 190 
businesses called Caledonian. Why 
are they picking on us?

‘I not as much upset as I am dis-
appointed that CMAL is spending 

like this and I will be speaking to 

Scottish ministers about it.
‘We will defend this vigorously 

and will not be bullied.’
A spokesman for Caledonian 

Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL) 
said: ‘As owner of the Caledonian 
MacBrayne trade mark, CMAL 
has been in contact with the owner 
of the former Waterfront Restau-
rant in Oban to highlight concerns 
about the proposed name change of 
the establishment to MacBrayne’s.

‘CMAL’s concern is that the use 
of the name could lead to a public 
misconception that the restaurant 
has a direct link to the Caledonian 
MacBrayne business and has been 
in discussions with the owner to 
resolve the matter.

‘However, as the owner has 
progressed the rebrand without 
seeking permission to use the name, 
the matter has now been passed 
to CMAL’s solicitors for further 
action.’ 

‘MacBrayne’s’ name for 
new bar sparks legal row

evening entertainment 
-

-

-

One of the event organ-

-

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
For Your Christmas Gift Inspiration

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
26a St Vincent Crescent, Glasgow G3 8LH

0141 225 8181
Email: info@mulberrybankauctions.com

Antiques and Fine Art Sale
Including a selection of Rare and 
Collectable Whisky & Wine

Saturday 10th December at 10am
Viewing Thursday 9am - 7pm and Friday 9am - 5pm

Over 600 lots including outstanding 
jewellery, silver and objet d’art, ceramics, 
interesting collectables including East 
Asian works of art, pictures and furniture

For Christmas ideas browse our fully illustrated 
catalogue on line at www.mulberrybankauctions.com
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We wish a Merry 
Christmas and a 

prosperous 2012 to 
all of our customers. 

Thank you for all your 
support. 

For online sales: 
www.isleofmullscallops.com 

For account customers: 
01688 302776 

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

BRIQUETTES - rapid, reliable heat

The quick way to warm a cold house

01631 563271
We also supply bagged wood pellets

West Highland Housing Association & Argyll 
College have new opportunities for you

• Are you unemployed?
• Are you facing the challenge of coming off incapacity benefits?
• Are you at a turning point in your life?
• Or do you just want to learn something new?

ITea & BISCUITS
Oban, Islay and Dunbeg

basic computing skills
photo storage and management

composing letters and emails
searching the Internet

(particularly suited for older people 
but all welcome!)

(subject to funding)

TASTE OF 
THE FUTURE

Oban
choose from 4 subjects

(all include STEPS to confidence classes & sessions 
based in real-life environment)

Argyll College: 01631 559 509
(Jen McFadyen)

or WHHA (Kat Higgins): 01631 566 451

Interested? 
Please contact:

Note that the ITea&Biscuits course is being 
delivered in Oban, Islay and Dunbeg; Taster of 
the Future  courses being delivered in Oban only

• CHILD CARE • CATERING •
• HAIRDRESSING• 
• HORTICULTURE• 

Oban (Argyll College) • Dunbeg • Islay (Argyll College Learning Centre)

Free informal introduction courses in a social and 
supportive environment starting late January 2012 
running for 10 weeks (4 hours a week)

• confidence 
building

• guaranteed 
interview to 
mainstream 
courses

• no exams
• childcare costs and 

special transport 
needs covered

Crew member 
airlifted to 
hospital from 
prawn boat

A CREW member was 
airlifted from a prawn boat 
between The Isle of Rum 
and Sleat on Monday after he 
became ill. 

Stornoway coastguard was 
contacted and tasked Mallaig 
lifeboat to attend the casualty, 
Mallaig man Donald Kennedy.

Two lifeboat crew, one 
a paramedic, boarded the 
Mallaig-owned Amethyst to 
assess Mr Kennedy, aged 59, 
and found him to be showing 
signs of disorientation.

Stornoway coastguard rescue 
helicopter was scrambled at 
12.20pm to take Mr Kennedy 
to the MacKinnon Memorial 
Hospital in Broadford.

Speaking to The Oban Times
through charge nurse Chrisann 
O’Halloran on Tuesday 
morning, Mr Kennedy said 
‘a big thank-you’ to all those 
involved in the rescue.

Ms O’Halloran said the 
patient’s condition was 

Dangerous 
overhanging rock 
to be removed   
this weekend

FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland says ‘we’re ready’ to 
tackle a dangerous 250-tonne 
rock overhanging the A82 near 
Fort William.

The work will close the road 

the Corran Ferry from 10pm 
tomorrow night until 6am on 
Monday. One lane is already 
shut to allow 350 bags of 
stone and tyre bales needed to 
cushion the road during rock 
removal to be stockpiled.

Project manager Alan 
Dickerson said: ‘We are all set, 
we’re raring to go and we want 
to get the job done.’

Meanwhile, Scotland Transerv 
hopes to empty roadside gulleys 
and clean signs during the 
closure. Highland Council staff 
will carry out litter picking on 

are in place via the Corran 
Ferry.

 See ‘panto hit by road 
closure’, page 4.  

MANY parts of the west Highlands were hit 

start of the week.
After a relatively balmy November, the 

pavements treacherous.
Up to four inches of snow fell on Fort 

William and six inches in Roy Bridge, but 
coastal areas saw less. Much of Skye escaped 
the worst of the weather, with northern 
parts of the island most affected. Kyleakin 

and Sleat saw little snow. Portree Primary 
School acting head Flora MacDougall told 
The Oban Times on Tuesday: ‘It’s beautiful; 
the whole playground is covered with a 
dusting of white snow. The kids are having 
a great time. 

‘They were out making snowmen 
yesterday. It’s perfect sledging weather.’

After a small amount of snow fell on 
Monday in Plockton, there was little more 
than a thick frost the next day.

Oban Times Lochalsh correspondent 
Charlie Macrae said: ‘We didn’t get very 
much snow. There’s a bit of a covering but 
the roads are still black. 

‘There was a bit of frost this morning but 
we didn’t get any snow overnight.’

All schools remained open, but a number 
of school buses were reported to have 
problems negotiating the icy roads. Northern 
Constabulary warned motorists to take extra 
caution on roads across the region.

AN ISLE of Skye crofter’s 
environmental plan to promote 
bio-diversity on his land has won 
government cash backing. 

The money will reward 
Jock Gordon of Kilmuir for 
supporting species such as 
corncrakes, hen harrier, lapwing 
and brown hare.

His project includes increasing 
‘sanctuary’ areas for rare plants 
and animals and a corncrake-
friendly hay-mowing regime.

Mr Gordon, 42, said the £4,161 

Pupils at Upper Achintore Primary enjoyed the snowy weather on Monday. 20_f49snow02

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

First winter snowfall delights pupils

from the Rural Priorities agri-
environment fund was ‘a big 
boost’ to his working croft - and 
the corncrake.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
thought if we are having the 
corncrakes, we may as well do 
this properly. The birds arrived 
in May, but we had that bad gale 
and they seemed to vanish. But 
the year before we had them all 

summer – they croaked away all 
night long.

‘And we have otters living 
down at the bottom at the shore, 
hen harriers and rare orchids 
too. I think the government 
has to realise we have very 
valuable habitats here that have 
disappeared elsewhere.

‘The money will also help 
cover the cost of running the 
machines, fencing and drainage. 

more viable.’

Mr Gordon, originally from 
Balfron in Stirlingshire and a 
former craftsman at Yarrow’s 
shipyard on the Clyde, moved to 

continued in the boat repair 
business.

Now he grows oats and hay 
for fodder and potatoes for his 
family.

He said: ‘I ended up marrying 
a local girl and got into crofting 
by default. 

‘I did that through the croft 

entrance scheme, which was a 
great way of getting younger 
people into the industry.’

The Scottish Government’s 
Rural Priorities agri-environment 
fund distributed £30.5million to 
organic farm businesses across 
the country.

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard 
Lochhead said: ‘The funding 
also clearly demonstrates our 
commitment to protecting the 

inhabit Scotland’s rural areas.’

Two injured 
after budget  
cuts blackout

Corncrakes and hen harriers help crofter Jock 
land £4,000 from government bio-diversity pot

FURIOUS South Uist people 
want their street lights switched 
back on at night after two 
Lochboisdale men were injured 
in the budget cuts blackout.

Local butcher Lawrence 
Beaton and Lochboisdale Hotel 
head chef Michael MacDonald 
both fell in the pitch dark after 
attending the same party on 
November 27.

Mr Beaton, 56, sustained 
suspected fractured ribs and 
Mr MacDonald, 24, a badly 
broken ankle. Mr MacDonald is 
currently still in Western Isles 
Hospital in Stornoway awaiting 
surgery.

Western Isles Council is 
trialling a street-light switch 
off between 12am and 6am to 
save money – but Mr Beaton, 
of Kenneth Place, says the 
comhairle’s policy is dangerous. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘When I left the house it was 
raining and crossing the road I 
could not see a thing in front of 
me.

‘I had to feel my way along the 
fence and when I bumped into it 
I hurt my ribs. There’s no way it 
would have happened if all the 
lights were still on.

‘I’m not happy about it and I 
think there’s a bigger accident 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

waiting to happen. The council 
is shelling out £7,000 on a party 
in Stornoway on Hogmanay 

it’s the Sabbath the next day. 
What’s the point of that when 
they can’t even give us lights 
here after 12am?’

Lochboisdale Hotel owner 
Calum MacAulay said Mr 
MacDonald’s friends found 
him ‘hanging on to the lamp 
post’ with a shattered ankle and 
unable to walk.

He fears his key employee 
will be off work until March 
– and warns others could suffer 
a similar fate as thousands of 
exiles return for New Year.

He told The Oban Times: ‘A lot 

of visitors will be coming over 
the next few weeks and there 
could be a lot more accidents 
when they go visiting relations. 

‘If there are no lights I don’t 
think they’ll be too happy. 
They’ll wonder what’s going on 
and think ‘what a place!’ 

‘They should review the 
times they switch the lights off 
, especially at this time of year. 
Sheet ice in the dark - my God, 
its absolutely deadly.’

He added: ‘I understand the 
need to make cuts, but surely 
the lights could be timed to go 
off at 12.30am weekdays, but 
left on at weekends when there’s 
a chance people will be out and 
about late.’

A Western Isles Council 
spokesperson said: ‘In certain 
more populated areas we are 
looking at extending the lighting 
hours. This is an issue we are 
aware of.’  

A RENEWABLE energy com-

building an unauthorised chan-
nel to its hydro station which 

Irene Power Company Limited, 
which operates the Roshven Hy-
dro Scheme, redirected the Irine 
Burn at Roshven, contributing 
to the river bursting its banks in 
August 2009. 

Water and rocks blocked 
the A861 and damaged 
nearby Roshven Farm.
The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) was 
alerted by members of the public 
to work being carried out above 
the hydro scheme in April 2010. 

channel between the Irine Burn 
and an unnamed burn. 

The channel diverted the burn 
and collected surface run-off 

water into the Irine Burn, which 
allowed extra power to be gener-
ated by the hydro scheme.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard the unauthorised channel 
was poorly engineered and 
designed. 

The damage caused by the 

£459. The £900,000 scheme was 
constructed in 2008.

The company pled guilty to 
constructing an extra channel 
for extracting water from an-
other burn without authorisation 
between January 1, 2009 and 
April 28, 2010.

Flooding
Area Procurator Fiscal Tom 

Dysart said: ‘Irene Power Com-
pany carried out work which 

the surrounding area which cost 
hundreds of pounds to repair. It 
is thanks to members of public 
that this offence was brought to 
the attention of SEPA. 

‘I hope this conviction will 
serve as a warning to other com-
panies who consider by-passing 
the regulations.’

KINLOCHLEVEN got 
into the festive spirit on 
Saturday when hundreds 
of people from across 
Lochaber enjoyed the 2011 
Christmas Leven Festival.

ice cave grotto
The event, now in its 

fourth year, saw families 

see Santa in his freezing 
ice cave grotto, a family of 
reindeer and Santa’s elves. 
Music from local band The 
Shine, Christmas stalls, 
festive fare and a tombola 
added to the occasion.

Organiser Kay McDuff 
told The Oban Times: ‘We 
made over £800 on the day 
and that goes back into 
Christmas festival funds. 

Portree, Mallaig 
Christmas fun

PORTREE High School pupils are hosting a Christmas 
Fayre this Saturday.

Organised by the pupil council, the event will feature 
performances from the school’s talented musicians, Portree 
Primary School and the local panto group. The fayre will 
run from 11am until 4pm. 

Meanwhile, Mallaig High and Mallaig and Lady Lovat 
primary school pupils are to stage a production of ‘We Will 
Rock You’. Under director Lucy Hodes and choreographer 
Vicky Horn, some ‘very impressive’ dance routines have 
been produced. 

The show at Mallaig High School on December 13, 14 
and 15 starts at 7.30pm.

John Groundwater and Brodie visit Santa in his icy grotto at 
the Kinlochleven’s Ice Factor on Saturday. 20_f49santa01

Hundreds
enjoy
Leven
Festival

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

We are also donating 
money to the baby café in 
the community centre, to 
the country dancing and 
the local English church.’

Kay added: ‘We donated 
the selection boxes we 
had left to Kinlochleven 
Primary School’s party. It 
was a great day.’ 

It pays to advertise in the Oban Times
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If you need a repeat prescription over Christmas and 
New Year, order it now and pick it up in plenty of time.

For winter health advice visit www.nhsinform.co.uk
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AN AUCTION mart trustee 
is making a public appeal for 
help after an antique piece of 
farming machinery gifted to it 
disappeared.

Efforts to track down a pedal 
powered threshing machine 
have drawn a blank after it 
went missing from Ben Nevis 
Auction Mart some time over 
the summer.

Isabel Campbell, one of six 
Lochaber Agricultural Trust 
trustees, was gifted the 100-
year old foot thresher by the 
late Alec Kennedy, a crofter 
from Blarmafoldach, near Fort 
William. After a long search, 

restorer with the skills needed 
to bring the machine back to full 
working order.

But when she took 
Abedeenshire farmer Alan 

POLICE have launched a mur-
der inquiry into the death of a 
South Uist teenager found dead 
in a derelict building in a Lewis 
township.

Liam Aitchison, aged 16, dis-
appeared on Tuesday November 
22 and his body was found in 
Steinish near Stornoway last 
Tuesday. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Kenny Anderson said a ‘major 
inquiry team’ had been set up to 
lead the investigation.

He said: ‘The response from 
the community in Stornoway to 
appeals for information has been 
very positive and I would appeal 
to anyone who may have infor-
mation in relation to this crime 
to contact the incident room at 
Stornoway Police Station. 

‘In particular, we wish to 
trace witnesses who may have 
seen three people wearing 
hooded type tops, who were 
seen walking in the Steinish vil-
lage area shortly after midnight 
on Tuesday November 22 into 
the early hours of Wednesday 
November 23.’

Liam’s family have asked any-
one with any information about 
the youngster’s death to contact 
the police. In a statement, the 
family said: ‘We would like to 
thank everyone for all the kind 
words and offers of support. 
We’d also like to thank the police 

‘Most importantly we beg you, 
if you have any information and 
have not brought it forward as 
yet we urge you - please go to 
the police. Without this help we 
can’t get peace.’

Since the summer, Liam had 
moved between Carloway on 
Lewis and his family home in 
Lochboisdale. It is believed he 
may have been living rough in 
the dilapidated building.

Anyone with any information 
should contact Stornoway Police 
Station on 01851 702222 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

A LOCHALSH toddler has 
become ‘the face’ of the 2012 
Eilean Donan Photography 
Exhibition.

Jessica Crawford was just 15 
months old when mum Lynne 
photographed her across from 
the castle on a cloudy afternoon 
in August.

The competition challenged 
photographers to produce an 
image capturing the castle’s 
standing in the local community 
in a unique way – and from 
hundreds of entries Lynne’s 
beautiful image of Jessica was 
judged the winner. 

Lynne, 34, who lives in 
Dornie, said: ‘There were some 
absolutely cracking entries from 
both professional and amateur 
photographers.’

Lynne’s mum Nina was 
delighted that little Jessica, now 
18 months, had helped show 
off her mother’s talent with a 
camera.  

Nina told The Oban Times:
‘Lynne’s doing a photography 
course online. The guy who’s 
running it really likes her stuff. 
He was quite impressed with the 
photo and has given her a bit of 
work.’

The exhibition will celebrate 
100 years since Lieutenant 
Colonel John MacRae-Gilstrap 
began to restore the castle to its 
former glory in 1911. The castle 
was re-opened in 1932 after 20 
years of hard toil.

BIG-HEARTED pupils and staff from Lochaber 
High School braved heavy showers to raise cash 
for Mary’s Meals on Friday.

Twelve members of the school’s Wee Can Club 
set up stall on Fort William High Street to sell 
homemade Christmas gifts and produce.

Pupils also made street collections and met a 
generous response from Christmas shoppers.

The money raised will go on providing locally 
sourced meals to children in countries such as 
Malawi, Haiti and tsunami-ravaged Japan. 
Backpacks full of items for use in the classroom 
and for personal hygeine will also be provided 
to pupils. The Wee Can club meets twice weekly 
at the school over lunchtime and this year chose 
Mary’s Meal’s as its target charity.

The aid organisation feeds almost 600,000 
needy children across the world, in countries 
striken by poverty, natural disasters – or both.

Learning support teachers Kirsty Mair and 
Ellen McAllister assisted the pupils.

Ms McAllister told The Oban Times: ‘The 
effort of the pupils has been inspiring. It is a 
model of community involvement and has cre-
ated a sense of thinking about others across the 
world.’

A CONTROVERSIAL carve-up 
of the Highlands into new ‘super 
constituencies’ for future UK 

‘yes’ vote in a 2014 independence 
referendum, it is being claimed.

And Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
SNP MSP Dave Thompson says the 
current row over seat boundaries 
for the Westminster poll could end 
up being meaningless.

The Boundary Commission for 
Scotland (BCS) visited Inverness 
last week to hear comments on 
creating two huge constituencies in 
the Highland Council area from the 
three existing ones.

Under the draft proposals, the 
number of Scottish MPs will fall 
from 59 to 52.

Lochaber would be spilt in two for 

and the A830 the dividing line. 
North electors would vote in the 
new Inverness and Skye seat, while 
those in the south would come 
under Argyll, Bute and Lochaber. 

Highland Council proposed 
transferring 4,040 electors in Caol 
and Corpach from the northern 
seat into the Argyll constituency to 
balance up the numbers.

Applecross and Lochcarron 
should likewise be moved from 
Inverness and Skye into the 
Caithness Sutherland and Ross and 
Cromarty, the council said.

If the BCS rejects the changes, 
the council wants the new seats’ 
names to be Argyll, Bute and 

South Lochaber, and Inverness, 
Nairn, Skye, Lochalsh and North 
Lochaber.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber Lib Dem 
MP Charles Kennedy urged BCS to 
‘reconsider’, suggesting the three 
seats currently within Highland 
Council area should be retained.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘The net 
reduction of one in our Highlands 
and Islands representation runs 
completely contrary to the stated 
aim of the review, to achieve greater 
parity and equality of constituency 
representation. By using the large 
constituency provision I fought for, 
we could retain our representation. 
I urge the Boundary Commission 
to revisit the possibility of three 
Highland seats.’

But Mr Thompson warned all the 

- could count for nothing.
He told The Oban Times: ‘The 

Boundary Commission will come 
to their conclusions by 2013 and 
any UK election after that would be 
on the new boundaries.

‘However, if the referendum 
on independence is held in 2014 
and there is a ‘yes’ vote, I expect 
negotiations for independence 
would be completed before the 
date of the next UK election in 
May 2015, in which case they [the 
UK boundaries and constituencies] 
would no longer be relevant to 
Scotland.’

January 4 2012.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Lochalsh past and future: Jessica Crawford, pictured at 15 months, with Eilean Donan Castle in the 
background Photograph: Lynne Crawford.

Gray down to the mart, the foot 
thresher could not be found.

It had been hoped the antique 
would become a popular 
attraction for local schoolchildren 
visiting the trust at An Clachan 
to learn about crofting practices 
in days gone by.

Through The Oban Times,
Ms Campbell asks anyone who 

thresher to get in touch.
She said: ‘I would like to 

know what happened to it. I was 
hoping to get it restored so the 
kids could see how the oats were 
threshed hundreds of years ago. 
It would have been good to get 
it going as a museum piece and 

Murder inquiry: Liam Aitchison.

Murder inquiry 
launched into 
teenager’s death

show them how it works. I would 
have shifted it months ago, but it 
was so heavy.

‘I have already informed the 
Kennedy family that it has gone 
missing. I was so upset about the 
whole thing.’  

Many Highland crofters relied 
on foot threshers, commonly 
manufactured in the northeast, 
to separate oats grown on in-bye 
land. 

The thresher is operated by 
a man seated on a stool and 
cycling two foot pedals, linked 
by cranks to a gear wheel, which 
spins the rotating threshing 
drum at high speed. 

Corn introduced at the front 
feeding channel and the grain 
is separated from the ears, 
dropping through to be collected 

chaff are ejected at the rear.

Wee Can Club members from Lochaber High School at their stall on High Street on Friday. 20_f49lhs01

Mart appeal 
for missing 
farm antique 

Jessica’s 
winning
smile

High school staff and pupils raise cash for Mary’s Meals

Independence ‘yes’ result would 
nullify constituency changes

RESIDENTS in Lochaber and Skye have a 
second chance to appoint local representatives in 
community council elections.

Lochaber and Glen Coe and Glen Etive both 

failed to attract enough nominees, as did 
Glendale, Broadford and Strath, Dunvegan, 
Raasay, Sleat, Skeabost and District on Skye.

The deadline for nominations is 4pm tomorrow 
(Friday).

Second chance to appoint local representatives

Looking for the 
perfect gift?
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ISLAY LETTER

Next week  DOWN YOUR
WAY visits Craignure with Chief 
Reporter Euan Paterson.
You can contact him on 01631 568000 or 
email epaterson@obantimes.co.uk.

Down Your Way
This week - Nether Lochaber

A road sweeper lorry veered off the verge of the C29 single track 
Kilchrenan to Dalavich road last Thursday. It happened at the 

same spot where a driver was killed in April 2003.

KILCHRENAN

NETHER Lochaber Senior Citizens Association is holding its 
annual Christmas lunch in the Onich Hotel on Friday December 
16.

Around 50 local residents aged 70 and over have been invited 
to the party, which starts at 1pm. 

Committee members ask anyone eligible in the area who has 
not received an invite to contact chairperson Sheila MacDonald 
on 01855 821265.

The committee fundraised throughout the year for the event. 
Activities included two baking stalls, a hugely successful crepe 

Hamper, which was made up by Christine Cameron.
The committee would like to thank all those who have 

donated home baking, money and their time over the past 12 
months.  

Special thanks to Maria and staff at the Onich Hotel who 
always make the lunch such a success.

New committee members are needed. Anyone interested 
should contact Sheila on the above number.

St Bride’s Nursery pupils read stories with Amy McDougall, 
network librarian. as part of outreach work from Kinlochleven 
Library. Ms McDougall also visits nurseries and playgroups in 

Kinlochleven, Duror and Ballachulish. The children at St Brides 
were reading some of the nominees of the Roald Dahl Funny 

Prize and giving their opinions.

NETHER Lochaber Church will play host to the popular St 
Bride’s Primary School Christmas Concert on December 14 
and 15.

Pupils from the school will perform a nativity play and sing 
Christmas carols for parents, teachers and members of the local 
community.

NETHER Lochaber village hall committee met last Friday to 
discuss local people’s views on the proposal to create a new 
multi-use community hub.

in the Onich area. 
The century-old building next to the A82 is in poor condition 

and the committee has been advised plans for a replacement on 
site would fall foul of planners.  

The church is considering knocking down its hall and 
building a new one on the site, which it owns along with the 
surrounding land. The village hall committee, faced with 
the closure of its hall, want the new facility to bring indoor 
activities in Nether Lochaber under a single roof.

The committee will hold another public meeting, probably in 
the New Year.

EASDALE branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland 
collected £1,409.67 on behalf of 
Poppy Scotland in the run up to 
Remembrance Sunday.

The collection covered 
Kilmelford, £434.45, with Seil, 
Easdale and Luing totalling 
£975.22. Members took part 
in a house-to-house collection 
and local churches, shops 
and hostelries took part. Jean 
Alexander, secretary, thanked 
everyone who contributed.

Nether Lochaber Village Hall. 20_f49hall01

EASDALE

Lucky escape for driver

Kinlochleven High School head teacher John McGilp and art teacher Helen Roberts were ‘junked’ with a bucket of green gunge for 
the recent Children in Need appeal. Pupils Millie Coleman and Bethany Hardman won a raffle for the honour of pouring the sticky 

liquid over the ‘victims’. Along with this and other activities including nail painting, paying to watch a comedy film and cake selling 
the school raised £460. Mr McGilp said: ‘That’s not bad for a pupil population of just under 150!’

Kinlochleven teachers ‘gunged’ for Children in Need

BARCALDINE
BARCALDINE Primary School 
will have a busy end of term, 
with lots of activities before the 
holidays. 

This evening, Thursday, 
they are hosting a community 
night at the Sea Life Centre, 
with stalls, refreshments and 
entertainment. 

Next week there will be a 
nativity play with a twist at St 
Modan’s Church, Benderloch. 

SCALPAY’S only shop is to 
re-open next spring after a share 
option scheme netted £15,000 
- £5,000 more than the target 
total.

The 300 islanders have been 
without a local store since 2007 
when the then owners closed it 
down. 

The building remained unsold 
for over a year, before Scalpay 
residents took the lead, setting 
up their own community 
company, which now has 259 
members.

The successful fundraising 

SCALPAY

PLOCKTON
PLOCKTON and District 
Horticultural and Arts and 
Crafts Society presented 
Gardeners’ Question Time in 
Plockton Hall on November 23 
with three panellists: Donald 
Mackintosh from Loch Duich 
Plants, Inverinate; Calina 
MacDonald from Calina’s 
Conserves, Carbost and 
Ron Johnstone from Lusan 
Landscapes, Kilmore.

An audience of more than 30 
enjoyed the evening. Wine and 
mince pies were served.

THE FOLLOWING evening, 
Plockton Historical Society 
presented a talk by Roddy 
MacLennan of Lochcarron 
on the life of a retired 
butcher. Despite the inclement 
weather more than 40 people 
attended and enjoyed Roddy’s 
anecdotes.

THE AGM of the Lochalsh 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland was held in the 
Lochalsh Hotel on November 
21. 

There was the usual 
attendance. Members stood in 
silent tribute, especially for Jock 
Healy, Alasdair Davidson, Les 
Wooley and Arthur Shaw who 
had passed away since the last 
AGM.

Treasurer Donnie Gordon 
gave his report, which showed 
that despite donations of 
£578.06 funds were low. There 
were 76 paid up members. A 
fund-raising committee was 
elected.

The branch was delighted that 
the poppy collection for the 
Earl Haig Fund was a record 
£4,505.48.

were elected: President 
- Lieutenant Commander 
Berwyn Edwards, Inverinate; 
Vice President - Hector 
Morrison, Achmore; Chairman 
- Noel Gordon, Balmacara; 
Vice Chairman - Paul Newton, 
Ardelve; Secretary - Charlie M 
MacRae, Plockton; Treasurer 
- Donnie Gordon, Balmacara; 
Representative to area meetings 
and conferences - Berwyn 
Edwards; Piping advisor - Iain 
MacFadyen, Kyle; Standard 
Bearer - Seamus Maguire, Kyle.

Committee: Major Alastair 
Stewart, Balmacara; Lieutenant 
Commander Andy Will, 
Plockton; Stuart Mackenzie, 
Achmore; Jonathan MacSween, 
Ardelve; Nina Shanks, Ardelve; 
Lloyd Burt, Kyle, and Terry 
Grant, Kyle. The branch 
will distribute 30 parcels at 
Christmas. CM MacRae.

drive has allowed the Buth 
Scalpaigh Co-operative 
to advertise for staff. It is 
anticipated that the successful 
applicants will start work by 
March or April. 

Currently islanders make a 
round trip of 14 miles over the 
bridge to Tarbert, Harris, for 
provisions.

COLONSAY
A TOP line-up of authors have 

Book Festival to be held from 
April 27 to 29. 

Alexander McCall Smith, 
creator of The No 1 Ladies 
Detective series, will be travel-
ling to the island, along with 
Sophie Cooke, Liz Lochhead, 
Margaret Elphinstone, Robin 
Laing, James Robertson and 
Kenneth Steven. 

A detailed programme is 
currently being prepared. 

RESIDENTS have the chance 

to conduct research into carbon 
capture at Ardmucknish Bay 
near Benderloch. 

The project on the cutting 
edge technology is being led 
by Dr Henrik Stahl from the 
Scottish Marine Institute at 
Dunstaffnage (SAMS). He 
will lead an investigation into 
the impact of storing carbon 

BENDERLOCH

dioxide in reservoirs below the 
seabed, particularly if there are 
leaks. 

The work centring on Ard-
mucknish Bay is due to begin in 
spring 2012, and the scientists 
are holding an information 
evening at the Victory Hall, 
Benderloch, tonight, Thursday, 
at 7.30pm. 

PLANS to erect a covered 
cycle shed in the centre of an 
Argyll village have received a 
lukewarm response from the 
community. 

Ardchattan Community 
Council is keen to encourage 
cyclists using stretches of the 
National Cycle Route 78 to stop 
off in the village of Benderloch 
and use its shops and cafe. But 
community councillors felt 
the design and scale of a bike 
shed proposed by Sustrans was 
inappropriate and over the top.  

Lewis Morrison said: ‘It 
strikes me as an inappropriate 
development – it’s more for 
attaching to the side of a 
building.’

Jimmy Hanlon, who owns the 
Ben Lora Cafe, said: ‘Ninety-
nine per cent of people on the 
bikes are there short-term. I 
think they are missing the point 
– if it’s raining, no one gets on 
their bikes and goes anywhere. 

racks on to the railings?’
Margaret Adams said she 

found the two suggested 
locations, both visible from 

the main road, inappropriate 
too.  Community councillors 
said putting it by the end of the 
current route would be more 
sensible, though a keen cyclist 
pointed out that anyone with an 
expensive bike would not want 
to leave it out of sight. 

Sustrans was asked to put up 
the cycle shed by Argyll and 
Bute Council – as an alternative 
to cyclists parking at the 
village’s school shed. 

However, cycle parking is 
unlikely to be installed before 
the next stretch of cycle path is 
built in the village. 

MORVERN
MORVERN Community 
Council held its November 
meeting in Lochaline Village 
Hall.

Abridged draft minutes:
Chairman Iain Thornber 

made reference to the recent 
announcement of the sale of the 
Lochaline Sand Mine and of 
the part the community council 
had played in supporting and 
encouraging this latest develop-
ment in its history and of the 
welcome long-term, stable 
employment opportunities it 
would bring to the area.

Mr Miller-Craig outlined 
some of the problems relating 
to the falling roll and its effects 

The funding effect of the loss 
of 10 pupils roughly equates to 
the cost of a single member of 

because the loss of a large 
number of sixth form pupils will 
be compounded by a dispro-
portionately low intake from 
the feeder primary schools. The 
fact that numbers of children 
from Morvern are attending 
Tobermory only aggravates 
the problem. The rural head 

teachers had met the director of 
education (H Fraser) today to 
discuss common problems and 
the need to maintain breadth 
of curriculum in the context of 
small class sizes. 

Larger urban schools are sub-
sidising smaller rural schools to 
some degree in response to the 
demographic situation. Various 
innovative ways of learning 
are being explored, including 
‘Glow’ - a video-conferencing 
technology currently seen as 

sixth forms. 
Mr Miller-Craig indicated 

actual budget cuts anticipated 
were not large - thousands 
rather than tens of thousands of 
pounds. He said that cross-
boundary competition for pupils 
within the region was not a 
factor, with few pupils coming 

Lochaber, mainly because of the 
Gaelic medium element.

Questions were asked about 
the reasons for pupils being sent 
to Tobermory. There appeared 
to be no constant factor except 
a) dissatisfaction with transport 
arrangements, and b) avail-
ability of swimming on Mull.

Lengthy discussion about 
the school bus called for 

arrangements, especially when 
the gritter had not come through 
before the bus time, suggesting 
that the run should then take 

place after the road had been 
treated. 

It was also pointed out that on 
occasions when the morning 
run had been cancelled, parents 
had driven their children to 

return run in the afternoon had 
not taken place. 

It was made clear that the 
contract was for both runs, 
and the fact that one had been 
abandoned was not a reason for 
the other to be cancelled. The 
contract should be obtained 
for scrutiny and amendment if 
necessary. It was reported that 
a 4x4 has been obtained for the 
Drimnin component. It was 
also reported that the gritting 
truck driver will be living in 
Lochaline, so that the gritting 
run will start from Lochaline.

Mr Miller-Craig was asked 
what could be done to discour-
age parents from sending 
their children to Tobermory. 
The question of payment for 
cross-boundary transport was 
raised, and it appeared that this 
had been an apparent oversight 
by Highland Council which 
perpetuated an ad hoc arrange-
ment in place for children 
already attending Tobermory 
when Ardnamurchan HS was 
opened, and their siblings. This 
loophole is now being addressed 
by the respective treasurers.

Various suggestions were 
made about ways of introducing 
Lochaline pupils to AHS at 
an early stage, some of which 
are already in place, including 
a road show and an open 
invitation to Mr Adams to 
introduce pupils to the sport 
and IT facilities at the school on 
a periodic basis. An invitation 
has also been made for the 
children to avail themselves of 
AHS sporting facilities during 
the current phase of school 
building. Asked about making 
the AHS newsletter available 
to Lochaline families, this 
was agreed. The current AHS 
prospectus is being sent to 
every home and will be updated 
in February.

Other matters: A82 closures 
at Onich - because of local 
intransigence, this resurfacing 
project has been postponed 

A problem was highlighted of 
water pouring down the village 
brae after heavy rain, with 
run-offs almost all blocked, and 
large amounts of gravel being 
washed down. To be reported to 
Iain Bruce-Low. 

In bringing the last meeting 
of the present council to a close 
the chairman thanked those in 
attendance for their support. 
The outgoing council, and 
particularly the chairman, was 

diligence and hard work over 
the past three years.

A NEW reader-in-residence 
has been appointed for Western 
Isles Libraries under Creative 
Scotland’s Creative Futures 
programme.

For the next six months, Ian 
Stephen will work with library 
staff on a series of events and 
activities aimed at encouraging 
people to share a love for words, 
reading and creative writing. 

Mr Stephen was born in 
Stornoway and still lives there. 
He studied education, drama 
and literature at Aberdeen 
University, graduating with a B 
Ed (Hons) with distinction.

He worked for the coastguard 
service for many years, but has 
been a full time writer and artist 

Louis Stevenson Award in 1995. 

STORNOWAY

Ian Stephen: writer in residence. Photograph by  Mats Rehnman.

He said of his new posting: 
‘I’m very happy that the 
application with Western Isles 
Libraries has been chosen to be 
one of the Scotland-wide group 
of readers in residence projects. 

‘My aim is to complete several 
publication projects while work-
ing to raise awareness of 
different generations of writing 
from Scottish islands, so I’m 
very much looking forward to 
meeting with readers who use 
the excellent library resources 
throughout the Western Isles.’

Mr Stephen’s residency 
was launched last Thursday 
at Stornoway Library when 
the public enjoyed readings, 
storytelling and music ahead of 
the Christmas lights switch-on.

THE FINAL ladies night of 2011 was held recently at the Rural 
Education Centre at An Clachan, Torlundy, recently when 

Christmas. 
Several beautiful arrangements were produced and these were 

the ladies of the trust will teach the men how to make clootie 
dumplings for Christmas. 

All ages are invited to this very social event but booking is 
necessary, telephone 01397 703819.

The annual Christmas service will be held in the centre on 
Sunday December 18 at 3pm. The Rev Donald MacQuarrie will 
lead the service assisted by members of other churches. Afternoon 
tea will be provided and a collection made for the work of the 
charity. Everyone is welcome.

TORLUNDY

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Donald MacCuaig
HIS FAMILY and many friends 
mourn the passing of Bowmore 
resident Donald MacCuaig who 
died in the local hosptial on 
November 24, aged 87.

Donald, who was of Skye and 
Glenelg parentage, was born and 
grew up in Partick, Glasgow. 
He went to sea at an early age 
and enjoyed a varied maritime 
career during which he gained his 
master’s ticket. He also had a long 
association with MacBraynes and 
for a number of years was the chief 

MV Locheil which 
served the Islay route for more than 
three decades.

Seafaring days over, Donald 
joined the staff of the local hydro 
board and was the friendly and 
welcoming face at the power 
company’s retail outlet at Bowmore. 
He married Bella Shaw from Leorin 
in 1960 and last year the couple 
celebrated their golden wedding.

activist and chaired and performed 
at various ceilidhs and concerts. 
He was also an accomplished 

interests saw him being awarded the 
gold medal for traditional singing 
at the National Mod in Stirling in 
1987.

Donald was of the Free 
Church persuasion and was a 
regular worshipper and precentor 
at the Free church at Portnahaven 
before it closed its doors. He 

then worshipped with the local 
Baptist congregation and his well 
attended funeral service at the 
Round Church in Bowmore on 
November 28 was conducted by 
Jim MacNulty, pastor of the island’s 
Baptist congregation. Interment 
followed at Bowmore cemetery. 
Donald will long be remembered 
as a hospitable and kindly man and 
an amusing raconteur. His stories, 
particularly those which involved 
some of the characters who crewed 
the MacBrayne steamers, found a 
ready audience.

Sincere sympathy is extended to 
Bella, his daughter Mairi, son Iain, 
all the grand-children and the wider 
family at this time of separation and 
loss. Thig crioch air an t-saoghal 
ach mairidh gaol agus ceol.

Christingle at 
Bowmore
CHILDREN from across the island 
were in top form at the Christingle 
service which kicked off the 
Christmas celebrations at the Round 
Church in Bowmore.

This was an exuberant night of 
worship and fun overseen by the 
Rev Dr Rob Barlow, parish minister 
for Kilarrow linked with Kildalton 
and Oa.

Proceeds will be donated to The 
Islay and Jura Sick Children’s Fund. 
It was a happy group of young and 
not so young worshippers who 
headed home in the cold night air 
clutching their shining Christingles.

Carols at Ardberg
LOCAL Baptists Mary and James 
MacAulay will host an afternoon 
of carol singing at their home at 
the Old School, Ardbeg, on Sunday 
December 11 at 3pm.

Money raised will be donated to 
the Livingstonia Mission Hospital 
in Malawi and will be used to buy 
much-needed bedding and other 
items. Everyone is invited to go 
along and sing favourite carols 
and enjoy a plethora of mince pies 
washed down with ample supplies 
of tea and coffee.

Special birthdays
CONGRATULATIONS to Dugie 
MacDougall of Port Ellen who 
has now joined the ranks of the 
nonagenarians.

Dugie is a well-known Ileach who 
made his mark on the local soccer 
scene and the golf links at Machrie.

He was also a much sought after 
Gaelic singer at island events and 
also enjoyed great success at both 
local and National Mods. Mear 
ar naidheachd a Dhughail agus 
cum ort. Congratulations also to 
Morag Ross of Gleneigadale who 
has reached the big 70. Family and 
friends greet Morag, mine hostess 
at the seasonal Cafaidh Blasda at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile. Many 
happy returns Morag and keep the 
strawberry tarts coming!
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone 01496 810658.

01631 564050
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

FIRST Connel Brownies have earned 
themselves a special new badge for 
completing a volunteering challenge. 

The pack organised a St Andrews 
evening for friends and neighbours, 

providing entertainment, decorations and 
refreshments.  Lexie Sloan organised a 
new badge in honour of the occasion and 
the girls earned hostess, entertainer and 
speaker badges. The challenge was set by 

Eleanor MacKinnon from Argyll Voluntary 
Action. She said she was delighted at how 
the brownies responded: ‘They have just 
taken to it like ducks to water. I’m sure they 
will all be volunteering in years to come.’

Connel Brownies hosted a St Andrews evening in response to a volunteering challenge. 16_t48brownies01

TAYNUILT

Taynuilt Primary School pupils recently visited Oban Library to 
see an exhibition of contemporary children’s book illustrations 

curated by Julia Donaldson. The primary one and two pupils 
travelled in by train and were given the opportunity to view 

original illustrations of books they had been using in school. The 
children even made some illustrations of their own. 

A WHIST drive held in Taynuilt, in aid of Children in Need, has 
raised £165.

village hall. Gents: 1 John Ross, 2 Lorna MacLennan, 3 Christine 
Allan. Consolation prize went to Jim Grout from Connel. Ladies: 1 
Isobel Grout, Connel; 2 Mary Mitchell; 3 Margaret Forbes, Connel. 
Consolation prize went to Ann Sutherland.

Travelling prizes went to Jim Grout and Ivy Smart. 

The application, by Lonan Properties, was given planning 
permission in principle. There were no objections to the plans for 
the site, west of ‘Alandon’.

LOCHABER Natural History Society 
welcomed National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS) ecologist Dan Watson to its 
November meeting.

Mr Watson, who has responsibility 

on Glencoe and Ben Lawers, told 
members Glencoe is protected at 
national and European level.

remain in a favourable condition, 
regular monitoring is needed on a 

plant populations such as drooping 
saxifrage and Highland saxifrage, 

on in Britain in very small numbers. 
Often these rare alpines are only 

found on the most inaccessible ledges, 
out of reach of hungry deer and sheep 
– and ecologists!

NTS also participate in other 
national surveys such as collecting 

data for the forthcoming bird and 

Glencoe Special Area of Conservation 
boasts unusual habitats such as Alpine 
calcareous grassland, alkaline fen and, 
towards the foot of the glens, alder 
woodland. 

rare and ephemeral habitat threatened 
by warmer springs, and evidence 
suggests lying snow has decreased 

management that occur with different 

– some requiring no grazing at all 
to protect rare plants on ledges, 
others needing grazing to keep down 
growth of coarse grasses and scrub 
encroachment.

NTS has a controversial deer 
culling policy in order to control 
numbers, but this has apparently led 

to improved survival rates through the 
severe winters experienced in the last 
couple of years. Glencoe’s treasures 
are subject to many threats, and to 
date there has been mixed success in 
maintaining and/or improving both 
species populations and habitats. 
Clearly though, if NTS were to do 
nothing, these would be in a far worse 
state, and the ongoing monitoring 
effort is a very important part of 
maintaining biodiversity on the hills.

Alexander Hotel, Fort William, 
once a month throughout the winter, 
and all are welcome. The next talk, 
on Wednesday December 14, from 
society chairman and botanist Dr Ian 
Strachan, is entitled ‘Sea Pinks and 
Samphire – Saltmarsh and Shingle on 
the West Coast’. For further details 

info@glenloylodge.co.uk.

Ecologist gives talk to natural history society 

Pupils on the draw at library

CAMUSCROSS and Duisdale Initiative on Sleat has set up its 
own Facebook page to allow local residents to give their thoughts 
on the sustainable community hub being planned for the Sleat 
townships.  To log a comment got to https://www.facebook.

SLEAT

Around the Rurals
Kilmore
PRESIDENT Isabel Smith welcomed members 
of Kilmore SWRI to the November meeting in a 
lovely and bright newly refurbished hall.

After business, Isabel introduced Alice Campbell 
from Taynuilt SWRI who brought along a display 
of her beadwork. It was awesome.

She instructed members in the art of making 
earrings with lovely coloured beads. A lovely 
evening enjoyed by everyone.

The vote of thanks was given by Rhoda Thomas 
and tea was served  by Ann Ferguson and helpers.

Competition: piece of jewellery – 1 Hannah 
MacGregor; 2 Jean Timmons.

Arisaig
THE ARISAIG branch of the Scottish Womens 
Rural Institute held its monthly meeting in the 
Astley Hall on November 17.

Julie Gordon gave a talk on ‘Healthy Winter 
Living’ to ten members.

Competitions: Savoury Oatcake Topping – 1 
Margaret MacEachen; 2 June Cairns; 3 Helen 
Lamb. Interesting tea towel – 1 Vera MacDonald; 2 
Anne Cameron; 3 Daphne Heaps.

CONNEL Surgery is 
saying goodbye to practice 
manager Gail MacGregor later 
this month, after 17 years with 
Taynuilt Medical Practice. 

Gail, who is retiring at the 
end of the month, will be 
replaced by Jessica Woodhouse, 
originally from Norwich. 

The practice is also introduc
ing a new option for patients to 
make appointments online. Any 
registered patients who would 
like to use this facility should 
send their name, address and 
email details to high_uhb.tmp@
nhs.net. 

CONNEL

KILMALLIE Community 
Council (KCC) is to look into 

internet connection for the area.
Many people in the Corpach 

and Banavie area do not 
have access to a broadband 
connection. One of the possible 
solutions being looked at is 

wireless systems.
A KCC spokesperson said: 

‘KCC is encouraging residents 
to share their views and experi
ences of broadband connection 
issues through the web site and 
newsletter.’

A KILCHOAN crofter is counting his losses after 

house. A mink, known locally as ‘The Brigand’, 
is believed to be responsible for the slaughter of 
Hughie MacLachlan’s hens.

The voracious killer is thought to be the same 
animal which decimated neighbouring crofter Tom 

Traps, according to local sources, have been set.

KILCHOAN

Email your district 
news to editor@
obantimes.co.uk or 
call 01631 568000.

KILMALLIE

Connel Brownies rise to the challengeMORAR
MORAR Community Council 
held its November 7 meeting in 
Lady Lovat Primary School.

Abridged minutes:
Christmas lights have 

been checked by Alistair Neil 
MacKay.  An even older set had 
surfaced but when he plugged 
them in the transformer they 
started smoking so they have 
been binned. Eleanor Read has 
spoken to Robbie Milne and 
is returning the other set to 
Highland Council.  

She will ask about using the 
HC service and if this is too 
dear the community council 
will buy its own.

Unsafe road surface 

Mitchell of Transport Scotland 
replied that a study of the 

Lochailort is well advanced 
and all accident data known to 
the police has been examined.  
Steve Watton of Scotland 
Transerv is carrying out the 
study.

Network Rail – secretary 
contacted them regarding 
the dilapidated fencing from 
Morar Station to Kinsadel and 

towards Mallaig. She did so by 
phoning the National Helpline 
as apparently this is the fastest 
way to get action and was given 

Three members of the 
community council said that 
they had seen men working on 
the fencing.

Senior Citizens’ 
Christmas Lunch – Eleanor will 
ask the West Highland Hotel if 
it will host it.

Snow clearing – secretary 
contacted Mark Crowe regard
ing the concerns expressed but 
there is no response so far.

Road surface – is in 
poor condition with potholes 
from Morar village to Beoraid.  
Secretary will inform TEC 
Services. 

Mairi Maclean, 
chairperson, thanked Martin 
Poole, Maureen Sutherland, 

Morven Weir, all of whom are 

their attendance and work on 
the community council over the 
years.  

Also Mairi Maclean herself is 

ISLAY
SCOTTISH and Southern 
Energy (SSE) has entered a 
planning application for siting 

data recording mast between 
Ballinaby and Saligo, in a 
scenic area of the Rhinns of 
Islay. 

The proposed site lies within 

Interest and the area is also 

interest. It is believed SSE is 
planning to collect data prior to 
applying for statutory consent 

for an offshore wind farm off 
the coast of Islay. 

The proposal would be for 
the installation of a large 
development; installation 

would potentially generate 

kilometres out at sea, and be 
located 13kms offshore, within 
view of much of Islay’s western 
coastline. 

SSE expect to submit an 
application to the Scottish 
Government for this develop

A public exhibition of graph
ics and promotional materials 
was held by SSE in Bowmore 

with the aim of giving local 
people the opportunity to ask 
questions about the project at an 
early stage.

SSE has since had research 
carried out in Islay, as shown 
by their publication of reports, 
but appear not to have engaged 
further with the Islay com
munities since the time of their 

SSE provides information 
on the Islay wind proposal on 
their website at http://www.sse.
com/Islay/ProjectInformation/ 
For further information 
about the Islay windfarm 
proposal, email susan.scobie@
sse.com. 

PHILIP Maxwell, chairman 
of Islay Energy Trust, gave 
evidence to the UK House of 
Commons Scottish Affairs 
Select Committee Inquiry into 
the Crown Estate.

The committee is investigat
ing the role of the Crown Estate 
and its relationship with the 

Scottish Parliament. Giving 
oral evidence in support of 
IET’s written submission to the 
committee, Philip stressed the 
importance of local communi
ties in the planning, operation 
and economic aspects of marine 
renewables.

Evidence was also given by 
Sandy Brunton, chairman of 
Scottish Islands Federation and 
Ruchir Shah, head of policy 
department at the Scottish 
Council for Voluntary 
Organisations.  

AN ADDITIONAL Islay 
Craft Fair will be held at Ionad 
Chaluim Chille on Saturday 
December 17. 

This time the event features 
Christmas gift ideas from James 
Deane Photography, Tomás 

and Russell. 

Arctic Convoy Museum project being developed for the Wester 
Ross village.

Hurricanes over Murmansk, was part docu
mentary, part wartime footage. Organiser and project chairman 

people turned up and we ran out of chairs.’ The proposed museum 
will honour those who lost their lives on merchant ships carrying 
vital supplies to the Soviet Union during WW2. The convoys 
suffered grievous losses from enemy planes and submarines on the 
treacherous route round Norway to Murmansk.

AULTBEA

*10% Off applies to 
Christmas Gifts Including 
Fragrance, Electrical and 
Premium Cosmetics.

EXTRA
10% OFF!

8th - 11th December

www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

DUNBEG Rainbows and 
Brownies held their annual 
Holly Tea on Friday December 
2 in Dunbeg Parish Church. 

raised for Brownie funds. The 
organisers thanked all the 
parents who helped and the 
people of Dunbeg for their 
continued support. The group 
also enjoyed a Christmas trip to 
a panto on Saturday afternoon 
and will now take a break until 
the New Year. 

DUNBEG

NUAIR a  bhiodh m’ athair a’ bruidhinn air cuideigin a 
bha teann neo mosach le airgead, gu math tric chanadh 
e, “dh’fheannadh e a’ mhial nan robh e smaointinn gum 

cainnt èibhinn seo aig duine ach aige fhèin agus ‘s e dealbh 
annasach a th’ann ‘s e a’ daingneachadh cho fìor dhìon ‘s a tha 
nàdar an duine air am bheilear a’ bruidhinn. Thàinig na faclan 
nam inntinn às ùr is mi ag èisteachd ri Seòras Osborne a’ 
mìneachadh innleachdan iongantach leis am bheil Riaghaltas 

Chan eil cùisean idir fallain a thaobh beairteas na dùthcha 
agus le dearbhadh gum bheil an deàlradh beag fàis air an 
deach uimhir a dh’fhàilte a chur bho chionn beagan mhìosan 

cruaidh romhainn. A rèir an fhiosrachaidh a th’air nochdadh 

gun crìon ìre beairteis shluagh Bhreatainn faisg air ochd 

ciallachadh gum bi sinn aig an aon ìre ‘s aig an robh sinn 

an Seansailear cuideachd air aideachadh gum bi faisg air 

poblach a chailleas an dreuchdan, bho cheithir ceud mìle gu 

air an deasbad ghuineach a tha dol a thaobh peinnsean na 
roinne poblaich, tha e doirbh gun amharas a bhith agad gur e 
ionnsaigh phoilitigeach a th’ann an cuid de na tha tachairt le 
amas barrachd is barrachd de sheirbheisean a ghluasad dhan 
roinn phrìobhaidich. 

Ach bha beagan aig Osborne a thug misneachadh cuideachd. 
Chan eil an Riaghaltas dol a chur suas cìs connaidh toiseach na 

peinnsean a bhrosnachadh gus airgead mòr a thasgadh ann an 
leasachaidhean poblach air feadh na dùthcha. Beag ‘s gu bheil 
e, ‘s math e!  Agus saoilidh mise nach eil e gu diofar ciamar a 
dh’innseas an Seansailear an sgeulachd, tha e air gèilleadh gu 
ìre agus tha e a’ tuigsinn mu dheireadh gum bheil e dèanamh 
barrachd ciall airgead a chosg a’ pàigheadh dhaoine gus obair 
a dhèanamh seach cosg air taic dha daoine a tha dìomhain. 

CANCELLATION of another increase in fuel duty is good 
news in that the government is not going to take yet more from 
us. But the Chancellor’s overall message is stark and we are 
facing years of real hardship.

Pension fund investment in public works is encouraging, and 
where every aspect of our national infrastructure apparently 
requires major investment it seems logical to focus some effort 
on creating work in these sectors and boosting the economy 
and people’s morale at the same time. Better to spend on work 
rather than supporting unemployment.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

WINTRY weather arrived with 
a bang this week, but police spot 
checks in Lochearnhead showed 
some vehicles were not ready 
for the icy conditions.

Tyres were the main problem, 
with a number of drivers issued 

Community Constable An
drew Ward said: ‘It is important 
to ensure that your vehicle is 
road worthy at all times but it 
is even more important at this 

conditions can change very 

tyres are up to the job.’

LOCHEARNHEAD

TIREE High School’s Christ
mas Post Box is up and running, 
with deliveries costing 15p per 
local card delivery.

The last posting day will be 
Friday December 16. Children 

deliver the cards with the money 
raised going into the primary 
school fund.

TIREE
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20 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, December 12, 1991

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
7 Give in to (6)
8 Attacking device (6)
9 Wise men (4)
10 Abridge (4,4)
11 Render unnecessary (7)
13 Begin (3-2)
15 Disinclined (5)
16 Spaghetti film? (7)
18 Rough (8)
19 Type of dealer (4)
21 Teach (6)
22 Spanish dish (6)

Down
1 Liquid lamp type (4)
2 Manager (13)
3 Statement of gratitude (7)
4 Beau (5)
5 Propelled by hot water on water... (6,7
6 ...big trouble (3,5)
12 Gas escaping from the rear (8)
14 Proof of purchase (7)
17 Plunder for weapon! (5)
20 Draw out (4)

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. The views expressed in The Oban Times are not 
necessarily those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

This week’s flashback photograph features the top lady golfers from Glencruitten Golf Club at a prizegiving from days gone by. It was 
submitted by reader Mrs H Pearson. Back row: Christine Lind; Mary MacLean; Bunty Graham; Rena Anderson; Doreen Brown; Margaret 

Watson; Mary E MacLean and Mary C MacLean. Front: Helen Pearson; June Pearson; Jessie MacCallum and Jean Black. We invite 
readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their 

prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Prizewinning Oban lady golfers

Times Diary

GLASGOW LETTER

Alan
Cochrane

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH’S 
SCOTTISH EDITOR

How important is the countryside to Scotland and to our 
political parties? It is a question that this column has asked 
before now but to which there has never been an entirely 
satisfactory answer – except from the Scottish National Party.

Whilst this observer is not normally a friend of the Nats or of 
nationalism, there is little doubt that the SNP has shown a clean 
pair of heels to the other parties when it comes to capturing 
the rural vote. And as we enter a new year there are no signs 
whatsoever that this situation is likely to change.

I don’t in any way begrudge the SNP their success in this 
direction. They have made it their business to present themselves 
as friends of the countryside and by and large they’ve succeeded.

Devolution gave virtual total control of rural Scotland to the 
new parliament and the incoming MSPs exercised this control 
with undisguised relish right from the word ‘go’. A ban on 
fox hunting went hand-in-glove with dramatic moves on land 
reform but whereas with Labour the measures always smacked 
of outright class war, the SNP approach was much more 
considered.

This attitude stood them in very good stead after sneaking 
a narrow victory in the 2007 Holyrood elections. Richard 
Lochhead, never really seen as much more than a parliamentary 

all, as far as the countryside was concerned, is that he stayed 
there for the entire four-year term, guaranteeing a continuity and 
consistency of policy formulation.

Lochhead has concentrated, to an extent, on aiding Scotland’s 

– who have displayed a surprising sensitivity towards the 
countryside that was never evident under Labour.

It was no surprise, therefore, that Lochhead stayed in post when 
the SNP won that astonishing victory last May. And in another 
sign of a sureness of touch, in his latest venture he’s managed to 
steer a canny middle course over the vexed question of changes to 
farm tenancies.

What of the future? It’s early days, but I cannot see this situation 
changing unless there is some form of political earthquake.
For example, when Ruth Davidson, the new Tory leader, was 

spokesman, was said to have rejected a move to shadow the rural 
affairs minister. Apparently she was aghast by what was seen as 
a demotion to what her friends described as the department of 

former heartlands is absolutely vital if there is to be any Tory 
revival in Scotland and regarding the Rural Affairs Department as 
a demotion is very bad politics.

It’s true that they have two farmers, in Alex Fergusson and Sir 
Jamie McGrigor – both also Old Etonians by the way – sharing 

Cameron’s refusal – unlike the SNP – to advocate pulling out 
of the EU’s disastrous Common Fisheries Policy. Ms Davidson 
bravely says Mr Cameron isn’t her boss. Really? Let’s see how 
she deals with this one.

industry, deserve the best that our politicians can offer and, to 
be frank, neither cares overmuch which party represents their 
interests. It’s who does best for them that matters, irrespective of 
what’s gone before.

It’s astonishing how easily, yet how conclusively, the SNP 

parties muscle in during 2012? We shall see.
Labour say they’re determined to improve their appeal to rural 

Scotland. Good luck to them. But I shall let you in on a secret; 
even an anorak like this one hasn’t a clue who is Labour’s 
‘shadow’ to Richard Lochhead. Is that my fault – or theirs? 

Meeting over parking plans 
TWO multi-storey car parks could be built in 
Oban if Strathclyde Regional Council agrees to 
plans from the Chamber of Commerce. 

The car parking problem in the town may 
come to a head when Oban and Lorn Chamber 
of Commerce meets with the council to discuss 
plans. 

When the Chamber Management Committee 
met recently, chairman David Webster an-
nounced that a meting was being arranged to 
discuss their original plans for the town and the 
council’s new draft document. 

A report this week said: ‘The Chamber of 
Commerce could unashamedly take full credit 
for the Region’s Draft Consultative Document 
as it contained all the major proposals submitted 
by the Chamber.’ 

The Consultative Document from Strathclyde 
Regional Council contains improved signpost-
ing to the car parks; access to Corran Halls Car 
Parks from Dunollie Road; widening of George 
Street to the south of Stafford Street and one-

Place, George Street and Airds Place. 
The Chamber will be pressing for a multi-

Municipal Buildings in Albany Street and one 
in Tweeddale Street. 

The report added: ‘The funding need not fall 
entirely on the region as major grants are avail-
able from the EEC and other sources.’ 

Four-legged senior citizen 
heads for the hills 
CHARLIE the cross-bred donkey was no angel 
when he turned tail on the Tarbert road in a one-

His Houdini-style escape from the paddock at 
Inverneil Health Clinic near Ardrishaig would 
have pleased the great man himself when, for 
the third time, Charlie deftly untied the ropes 
on the gate and stampeded towards Tarbert via 
the A83. An entourage of willing helpers was 

made his big bid for freedom. The ensuing 
chase resulted in one of the most hilarious 
donkey derbies this side of Argyll with Oban 
Times reporters in hot pursuit. 

Several miles and many carrots later he was 
cornered, haltered and led back home, but his 
stubborn streak prevailed and only as dusk 
fell did he condescend to return to the walled 
garden at Inverneil. The camera-shy Charlie is 
32 years old in human terms, but donkeys age 
seven times as fast as people. His owner Mrs 
Betty Hutton is no stranger to such stampedes 

is the third time he has escaped this year,’ said 
Mrs Hutton. 

Public inquiry on opposition 
to Skye bridge
inquiry into opposition to the proposed Skye 
Bridge. 

To be held on January 28 1992, the inquiry 
has been welcomed by the chairman of Skye 
and Lochalsh District Council, Councillor John 
Farquhar Munro. ‘Now objectors will be given 
the chance to air their views,’ said Councillor 
Munro. Last Wednesday, a special district coun-
cil meeting was held to discuss the bridge issue. 
It was unanimously agreed to support Kyle 
Community Council in its call for the re-routing 
of the mainland approach road. Councillors feel 
a new route, which runs along the foreshore of 
the Lochalsh Hotel, should be investigated. 

Representations have been made to the 

concerns over the proposed toll structure. Coun-
cillor Munro said that an intended £5 to £6 toll 
charge for cars was unacceptable, and called for 
the structure to the reviewed. Chief Executive 
of the council, David Noble, said that concerns 
had also been expressed over the height of the 
new road and pedestrian access. 

Glasgow Skye 
Association
THIS year’s Annual Gathering 
Concert of the Glasgow Skye 
Association was held for the 

of Sgoil Ghaidhlig Ghlaschu.  
Sineag MacIntyre and 

Donald Murray were joined by 
fellow singers Riona Whyte 
and Gillebride MacMillan.  
Robert Nairn played accordion 
selections and the Phoenix 
Honda Glasgow Skye Pipe 
Band performed.  

Unfortunately for the 
audience and the artistes,  

them from the area around 
the school prior to the concert 
continued during part of the 
evening and this, together with 
noise from the heating panels, 
caused some distraction but 
with help from accompanist 
Norma MacDougall, the 
artistes coped with these 
distractions extremely well.  

Archie Robertson, president 
of the Camanachd Asso-
ciation, was chairman for the 
evening, a role for which he 
was admirably suited with his 
strong Skye connections and 
his fund of amusing stories. 
Brogan Elder, grand-daughter 
of vice president Margaret and 
Brian Elder, presented Archie 
and Marion, who accompa-
nied him, with mementoes of 
the occasion. Robert Nairn’s 
Band played at the dance in 
Glasgow University Union 
after the concert. 

As is customary, the an-
nual dinner took place on the 
Thursday evening and once 
again the Hilton Grosvenor 
was the venue. In his address, 
Archie Robertson entertained 
with amusing and interesting 
anecdotes. He talked of his 
experiences throughout his 
working life and of his travels 
within the shinty community. 

talked of present day crofting, 
a topic close to his heart now 
that he is retired and can 
spend some time in Lower 
Breakish. Committe member 
Christine MacLeod  proposed 
a toast to the guests and to 
the kindred associations and 
Malcolm Campbell, President 
of the Glasgow Islay Associa-
tion, proposed a toast to the 
Skye Association. Entertain-
ment during the evening was 
provided by Kenna Campbell, 
Seumas Campbell and Finlay 
MacDonald. 

Congratulations
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Celtic Connections which has 
been awarded the title Best 
Large Festival at a UK events 
awards ceremony in Wembley 
Arena.  

With this being known 
as the ‘Oscars’ of the event 
industry, Celtic Connection’s 

Donald Shaw said ‘We are 
absolutely delighted to win 
such a coveted award.’   

Clydebank ceilidh
TOMORROW evening, Friday 
December 10, Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association will celebrate 90 
years since the association 
was formed.  

special event Katie MacDon-
ald, who was president of the 
association for many years, 
will be guest chairperson.  
The ceilidh will be in the 
usual venue, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, at 7.30pm when a 
good attendance is expected.

Gaelic bookshop
FOR ALL readers who have 

their Christmas shopping the 

Street, Partick, will be open 
on Saturdays from 10am until 
4pm.

Tolbooth, Stirling
THE SUCCESSFUL
Christmas ceilidhs of past 
years will take place in 
the Tolbooth, Stirling, on 
Saturday December 17 at 3pm 
and then at 8pm.  

Diary dates 
Thursday December 8: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, North Sea Gas.
Friday December 9:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh - see above.
Saturday December 10:  
Glasgow Skye Association 

Centre, 260 Bath Street, 
2.30pm. Paisley and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Elderslie 
Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Friday December 16: Uist 
and Barra Ceilidh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
Partick, 9pm to 1am.
Saturday December 17:  
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm - Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band. Christmas 
Ceilidhs at Tolbooth, Stirling 
- see above.

Pub scene
MY APOLOGIES for 
publishing the wrong bands 
for both the Park Bar and the 
Islay Inn last week.  

This week’s bands will be 
as printed last week with 
Willie Cameron and Martin 
Pottinger being in the Park 
Bar on Friday and on Sunday.   
On Saturday Robert Nairn 
with Donald MacRae will be 
in the Park while in the Islay 
Inn it will be Parting Glass 
on Friday and Penny Dogs on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

THE OBAN Times Diary understands that John Smeaton 

studying aquaculture.
Following incidences of vandalism at the site in recent 

times, perhaps ‘Smeato’ the hero of the attempted bombing 
of Glasgow Airport, has been called in as an extra security 
measure.

IN INTERNATIONAL news: Congratulations are due 
to Oban’s twinned high school, Scotland High School, in 

North Carolina State Championship.
The Fighting Scots, as the team is known, beat the Indian 

Trail Porter Ridge Pirates 42-16 last Saturday, coming back 

with a perfect record, winning all 15 games.
Oban High School pupils, who visited Laurinburg in October, 

were able to watch the game live on the internet thanks to a 
link posted on Facebook by their American friends - although 
maybe they should have been tucked up in bed as the game 
didn’t start till midnight, our time! 

Aware that Oban students might be watching, the exchange 
was highlighted over the PA system during the match, much to 
the delight of everyone involved with the successful programme 
which next year celebrates 20 years.

A CALMAC employee reckons the repercussions of Oban’s 

years to come if a turn of phrase he has heard catches on.
Whilst describing a disappointing incident, his friend referred 

Sensible Argyll 
Hotel decision
Sir,
At last, a sensible decision in 
the long saga of Oban’s Argyll 
Hotel. 

Do you think we will ever be told 
how much time and how much of 
our money on salaries and other 
related expenses was wasted 
because of ridiculous demands 

Graeme Pagan, Neaveton, 
Oban. 

Keep lights
on all night
Sir,
Real problems have arisen in the 
Western Isles since the council 
decided to switch off public 
lighting in the late evening. 

People have had accidents 
- broken ankle, broken ribs and 
torn ligaments to name a few - as 
a result of this policy. 

I am also aware complaints 
have been submitted, I believe 
to Technical Services, relating 
to this matter, of which mine is 
one. 

This policy seems to prioritise 
budgeting targets above the 
health and safety of islanders, 
living in areas of relatively 
higher population, where hotels 
and bars close late and dances 
and ceilidhs end during the 

hours the lights are switched off. 
Surely it is reasonable to suggest 
that this is quite dangerous as 
well as tempting to the minority 
who may consider acts of 
criminality? 

Further, police may wish to 
secure eye witnesses in the 
unlikely event of a crime in these 
parts. How could they do that if 
the street lights were switched 
off at the time?

Some sparsely populated areas, 
such as Seallaidh a Bharraidh in 
South Uist, have retained street 
lighting throughout the night 
- yet people in Lochboisdale 
and Balivanich are in complete 
darkness between the hours of 
midnight and 6am.

What, if any, is the rationale 
behind this? Certain residents 
are restricted to their homes for 
fear of injury and criminality 
and not others. In essence, 
this is discriminatory. In 
addition, residents were not sent 
correspondence regarding this 
new initiative. 

Council budgets are a major 
issue - but to tighten the purse 
strings in this way can cause 
accidents, which in turn renders 
residents unable to work. 
Consequently, their levels of 
income falls, affecting the local 
economy. Hotels and bars are 
heavily reliant upon local trade 
in the winter months.

statistically more prevalent at 

Christmas, it is only a matter 
of time until the folly of this 
move is learnt the hard way.
Eileen Beaton, 6 Gask 
P l a c e , K n i g h t s w o o d 
Glasgow. 

Alcohol one
of the worst 
possible drugs
Sir,
I write regarding your story 

-
tion, The Oban Times, December 
1.

Wonderful for Oban in Bloom 

funding education schemes for 
children. 

However, it seems to this 
reader that the people who ac-
cepted the donation of ‘bottles of 
malt from Oban and Tobermory 

Alcohol has been, and remains, 
one of the worst possible drugs, 
claiming thousands of lives 
every year, damaging health, 
families and communities and 
causing, for example, a massive 
rise of serious liver problems, 
especially among Scotland’s and 
the UK’s binge-drinking younger 
generation. I would applaud this 
initiative wholeheartedly if the 

stay clear of any drugs. 
Margret Powell-Joss, Dunollie 
Road, Oban. 

Thanks - Mull
at its best
Sir,
A special message of thanks 
to everyone involved in 
helping me following my
car accident on the Tobermory 
road on December 2.

First, to Ian who
witnessed what happened 
and called the ambulance 
and other emergency
services including Pete and Mar-
tin, Dr Frank, Neil, Karen and
Edna on the medical team plus the 
lady whose name I don’t know for
that welcome cup of coffee I 

-
ers; Mairi for being second 
on scene and PC Young for
keeping the formalities to the 
required minimum.

My sincere apologies to every-
one who got held up; thank you for
your patience and consideration at 

the delay; I know some of you were
very concerned. 

Huge thanks to those of 
you who stopped on scene 
and/or have contacted
me with offers of help or passed on 
messages. This is something Mull
does best and it is totally heart-
warming that this happens.
Thank you all.
Jenny Reddaway, Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull. 

Seil treatment 
plant transformed
Sir,
Well done! I recently had cause 
to complain about the untidy 
state of the sewage treatment 
plant on Seil. 

I am pleased to report that 
although, of course, it is still 
poorly sited, it has undergone a 
serious tidy up and looks much 
the better for it. 

The ugly toad has been 
transformed, if not into a hand-
some prince then perhaps into a 
respectable working gentleman!
James Mellor, Innishail, 
Clachan Seil, Isle of Seil. 

Immeasurable
sacrifice
Sir,
The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Families Association 
(SSAFA) Forces Help, Argyll 
and Bute Branch, remember the 

by our servicemen, women and 
their families.

Since 2001, almost 400 mem-
bers of our Armed Forces have 
given their lives and many more 
have been horrendously injured.
But it will be a long time before 

known on all those who have 
taken part. As our soldiers, 
sailors and airmen return home, 
some will be carrying physical 
and mental scars that will last 
a lifetime.  For some, their long 
term care will fall to families 
and friends who will often 
require support themselves.

SSAFA Forces Help, Argyll 
and Bute will be here for veterans 
and their families as the effects 
of war remain a long time after 
peace has been declared. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude 
towards all those men and 
women who have served their 
nation.
Mike Richardson, , SSAFA FH 
Argyll and Bute.

AN AMBITIOUS programme of infrastructure improvements 
encompassing 80 projects throughout the length and breadth of 
the country, announced this week by the Scottish Government, 
is to be welcomed as recognition of the need for the works to be 
done.

The proposals will also give much needed impetus to the 
economy via its impact on the recruitment market, however, 
with the majority of the proposals being allocated completion 
dates in the distant future and no clear indication as to how these 
proposals will be funded, the government leave themselves open 
to criticism.

Perhaps politicians will praise the cautious approach, praise the 
commitment to such projects as the long-talked-about duelling of 
the A9, a new Forth Bridge or the Glasgow Airport rail link, but 
talk is the only cheap part of the programme and the estimated 
£60 billion bill for these long-term aims will be with us for a very 
much longer period.

The success or failure of this Scottish government will be 
measured by the ‘doing’, not the ‘saying’.

Infrastructure needed, and needed now



NO TYRE TOO BIG OR 
SMALL WE FIT THEM ALL
Wishing all drivers safe motoring this winter

ALL MAKES OF TYRES AVAILABLE
FROM ATV TO AGRICULTURAL
24 Hour Breakdown Service 
with Fully Equipped Van
Contact our friendly helpful staff 
who will be happy to help
Exhausts, Batteries, Brakes 
and Wheel Alignment

Quarry Road, Oban Tel/Fax: (01631) 570000

Thursday 8 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 11NEWS

Santarecommends...
Merry Christmas to 

all our Customers 

Limited dates still available for Christmas Meals
Festive Specials Board served daily 12 - 2.30pm

Award Winning Gary Innes playing 
on Thursday 22 December

Quiz Night every Friday
Award winning ales from Fyne Ales, Argyll.

Esplanande, Oban
Tel: 01631 566881   coastersbar@hotmail.co.uk

Top Quality Home 
Cooking & Good Selection 

of Draft Beers
A warm welcome & a 
friendly atmosphere

Showing live sports in HD

Your one stop contact for all 
your building requirements

From mobility adaptations, replacement 
windows, bathrooms and kitchens, to extensions, 

renovations and new builds
Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Tel: (01631) 570060     Fax: (01631) 570088

Office based in Oban
Local tradesmen

Reliable, Professional Service
Competitive Prices

Free Estimates
Dealt with Argyllshire 

weather for over 25 years!

Site surveys
Outline Proposals

Liaise with clients & 
builders to fulfill your 

dream home

24 Hour Breakdown 
Service

Friendly helpful staff
Competitive prices

Fabulous party 
dresses

Beautiful lingerie
Gift vouchers 

available

Relaxing treatments
Evening appointments 

available
Keep calm for 

Christmas

Exciting Christmas
Gift vouchers available

Flights from Oban
See Scotland’s best 

scenery

Unique wall art
Perfect gifts for 

someone special
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Burns Brothers Ceilidh Band
All Fingers and Thumbs
The Burns Brothers Ceilidh Band’s long 
overdue debut album features music that 
is as full of lift and clever arrangements 

John Burns (accordion), George Burns 
(accordion), Graham Crichton (drums), 

-
gall (bass guitar) feature.

Bah! Humbug
The Alternative Christmas Album
Do you twinkle like the lights on a 

usual array of festive fayre in a way that is guaranteed 

Orkney’s Live Lounge
Makaracket

-
form Live Lounge as on BBC Radio 1.

-
sible songs and had to give their own 

-
tertaining.

CD
review

BOSS
Dykelands, Camaghel, 

Fort William PH33 7NF
Tel. 01397 703819

Email. Linda@bosslochaber.co.uk

Boss for business:
Account management

VAT Returns
Payroll

Administration
Services

Experienced
Book-Keeper
Professional reliable service
using Sage Accounting System

Monthly/Quarterly
Book-Keeping,
VAT Returns, 

Management Reports
Wendy Wilson

12 Dal nam Mart
Strontian, Acharacle

Argyll PH36 4BB
Tel. 01967 402272

wwilson.bookkeeping@gmail.com
Paperwork can be collected in 

Fort William regularly

North Argyll Carers Centre Ltd
Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AL
Tel/Fax: 01631 564 422
Email: info@northargyllcarers.org.uk

Do you Care?
Do you look after someone?
Can we help you?
Why not pop in and see?

Season’s 

Greetings

to all

The friendly local online shop

01397 706060  -  admin@telepoint.co.uk

www.telepointonline.co.uk

Free, independent, impartial advice on a range of issues 

Outreach appointments available in Oban

Phone 08456 123808 for advice or to book an appointment
Scottish Charity no. SC030477

Argyll & Bute Citizens
Advice Bureau

Psychotherapy

• Consultation to organizations and staff teams

Liz McMcLure
Phone: 0795 220 6084 and/or use of drugs - contact 01631 566090 for more information

Market Street Centre, Oban , Argyll, Tel: 01631 566090

and Drugs Counselling 

MANY of us have had the 
experience of getting into 
something thinking we can 

we have bitten off more 
than we can chew. Caring 
for another on a full time 
basis is rewarding in many 
ways, but is not without its 
stresses. Sometimes when 
up against a problem, it may 
seem easier to ignore it, 
such as a persistent strain 
or injury. Whatever the is-
sue, there will usually come 
a point when a bit of profes-
sional assistance becomes 
an option to explore.   

While people are tighten-
ing their belts just now, 
there are plenty of areas 
of life were spending a little 
money pays off in terms of 
peace of mind, stress-bust-
ing and expertise. 

This is particularly true 
when faced with a new or 

WEST Highland musicians took 
home a host of prizes from this 
year’s MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards.

In particular, it was a night 
to remember for Manran, who 
picked up Album of the Year and  
celebrated an individual honour 
for Plockton-schooled lead singer 
Norrie MacIver, voted best Gaelic 
singer.

A record number of almost 
100,000 votes were cast online 
by the public ahead of the event, 
dubbed ‘the Brits of the trad scene’, 
which was presented by hosts Mary 
Ann Kennedy and Tony Kearney 
at a glittering ceremony at Perth 
Concert Hall.

Successful
The two awards crowned a 

successful year for Manran, who 
received national exposure with 
an attempt on the UK top 40 with 
Gaelic single Latha Math. 

Fort William’s Gary Innes, 
accordion player with the band, 
said: ‘We’re extremely happy, but 
shocked. 

‘We were up against some really 
stiff competition in that category, 
not least Davy Steele, who is an 
absolute legend and had released 
his 10-year anniversary album, 
Steele the Show.

West Highlands 
taste sweet 
success at Trad 
Music Awards
10 artists inducted into Scottish 
Traditional Music Hall of Fame

Isle of Seil’s Aidan O’Rourke was 
named Composer of the Year.

Manran won Album of the Year and celebrated an individual honour with lead singer Norrie 
MacIver being voted best Gaelic singer.

Isle of Tiree band Skerryvore was named Live Act of the Year, and played at the awards.

‘We are all very happy for Norrie 
as well, because he’s had such a 
good year.

‘I think the list of winners is 
a really good indication of the 
strength of the music scene on 

the west coast but it also shows 
how forthcoming people are in 
supporting these musicians. None 
of us would have won awards if 
people hadn’t voted for us.

‘There was a great atmosphere at 
the event. 

‘It’s a great night, a bit like an 

Ardnamurchan accordionist 
Robert Nairn’s stock rose further 
after claiming the award for 
Scottish Dance Band of the Year 
and Tiree’s Skerryvore was named 
Live Act of the Year, as well as 
playing at the concert.

Seil’s Aidan O’Rourke was 
named Composer of the Year, 
while the Blazin’ Fiddles’ Blazin’ 
in Beauly was voted Community 
Project of the Year.

Hall of Fame
Among 10 artists inducted into 

the Scottish Traditional Music Hall 
of Fame were Donald MacLeod, 
Islay, and Tobermory maestro 
Bobby MacLeod. 

Skye’s Arthur Cormack was 
presented with the Hamish 
Henderson Services to Traditional 
Music Award. 

The MG ALBA Scots Trad Music 
Awards aired on BBC ALBA 
on Monday and will be repeated 
tomorrow (Friday).

Our Smarties Nursery and Tweenies Creche 
– offering fun, educational activities including: 

Sand and water, construction, role play, arts and 
crafts, puzzles, songs and much much more!

government-funded for 2.5hrs a day.

Smarties Nursery

Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban PA34 5JE
Tel. 01631 565695   Smarties_nursery@btconnect.com

Help
advice, expert help with a 
tricky accounting problem 
or counselling to give you 
the time and space to deal 
with a life change. 

Professional services can 
work out much better value 
than you think and most will 
provide a no obligation 
quotation before you make a 
decision, so there is nothing 
to lose by checking exactly 
how much it will cost. 

Moreover, getting the 

those who know their busi-
ness can save you cash, as 
well as time and stress, in 
the long run.

athand

Have you experienced 
Domestic Abuse?

Lochaber
 Women’s Aid

offer sensitive support and advice to women, children 
and young people experiencing domestic abuse.

Contact us on: Telephone:  01397 705734

E-mail:  lwa@btconnect.com
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Tyndrum Gold is a limited-edition 15 year old 
Speyside Malt whisky, launched specially in 
November this year to celebrate news 
that a gold mine will be established at 

Green Welly Stop, has been limited to 600 bottles, which are being 
numbered and sold to appeal to collectors and connoisseurs alike. 

TG Comp, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  
Entries must be submitted by Monday, December 19, 2011.  

a) Tyndrum     b) Taynuilt     c) Dalmally

WIN!
A limited edition bottle of whisky!

Answer ...................................................................................................................
Name......................................................................................................................
Address ..................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
Telephone...........................................Email ..........................................................

70cl

Tyndrum 
Gold

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

Published on 15th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO 

FRIENDS FOR JUST £23

b c

ONLY £23 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel.....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

a SEASONS
GREETINGS

wish everyone 
a peaceful 

Christmas and 
a Happy 

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Thursday night > Ceilidh and Club 
til 2am, 

Saturday night > Club Night 
Skipinnish Celidh House 10.30-2am

Friday 9 December > Chris Suckle
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 10 December > Party night with Chris Suckle 
Markie Dans & Crooked Reel from 7.30pm

Friday 9th December > Pool Competition 
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel Cash Prizes, 7pm 

Saturday 10th December > Tambo Park  and
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel Open Mic Night

Fri 16 & Sat 17 December > Ceilidh Party Night
Markie Dans Cairdeas 9.30

Friday 23 December > Black Friday with Chris Suckle
Markie Dans 9.30pm - open till 2am

Sat 24 & Sun 25 December > Sandra MacBeth
Markie Dans 9.30pm - open till 2am 

Saturday 31st December > Taste of Scotland Dinner Dance
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel with Eriskay Lilt

Sunday 1st January > General Knowledge Quiz  
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 1pm

Sunday 1st January > Glue Pot Race Night
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 8pm

festive

Campbeltown Brass
Band

For almost three decades now,
Campbeltown Brass has been busy
entertaining audiences across the
country. The last few months has seen
the band record music for BBC Radio 3,
participate in Tynwald Day on the Isle of
Man, and perform all over Argyll, from
the MOK Music Festival, to Inveraray
Castle and the Lochgilphead Lantern
Parade.

In August, 14 band members from Kintyre and Mid Argyll took part in the National
Youth Brass Band summer course at St Andrews, one of the largest contingents from
any single band in the country, and the only players from Argyll. And, in November,
Campbeltown Brass Juniors were crowned Scottish Champions at the Youth
Championships in Perth.

In the current climate of Council cuts, the
part played by community based
charitable organisations, such as
Campbeltown Brass, is becoming ever
more vital. The band is now starting to set
up links with other organisations to enable
it continue to expand its support of music
making in the community.
Local enterprise MJC Music, for example,
is delighted to provide instrument repair
and tuition services for the band.

Santa’s Grotto at Arduaine Garden  
Sat 17 & Sun 18 Dec, 12noon-4pm 
Celebrate the festive season with us at the beautiful Arduaine Garden. 
Santa will be making a guest appearance plus it’s never too early for 
mulled wine and mince pies, so we’ll have plenty of those too!
Adults £6, Concessions £5. Children £3 - includes visit to Santa and a 
small gift (accompanying adults free)

Arduaine Garden
Arduaine, Oban, PA34 4XQ
Tel: 0844 493 2216

www.nts.org.uk/christmas

SOME of the best musicians 
in the Oban area have come 
together to record an album 
of 20 original songs to cel-
ebrate an anniversary and to 
help a charity.

Oban Mic, held every 
Sunday in O’Donnell’s Bar, 

on Sunday by launching the 
Oban Mic Live album. 

The double CD will be 
sold in aid of Argyll Animal 
Aid and Nordoff Robbins 
Music Therapy, a charity 
that encourages people with 
mental health problems 
to express themselves via 

music. Mel Wallace one of 
the Oban Mic organisers, 
said: ‘Everyone pooled their 
musical equipment and ex-
perience in order to provide 
a full stage set-up.

‘The standard of original 
songs and performances 
at these weekly nights is 
exceptional and has given 
the opportunity to local 
musicians to be heard, lead-
ing to many cross-genre 
collaborations.’

Indeed, the album caters 
for all tastes in live music 
from mellow acoustic 
guitars to colourful rap 

lyrics. The album was 

Mic nights during the sum-
mer and features: Rhianna 
McMahon, Danny Finnigan, 
Dave Ayling, Kevin Smith, 
Colin MacLean, Kevin ‘K9’ 
Irvine, Rory O’Byrne, Iona 
Robertson, Peter MacDou-
gall, Joseph O’Donnell, 
Lance Stewart, Ronnie 
Gibson, Gavin Eisler, Kim 
Gillies and Mel Wallace.

The CD is available to buy 
from O’Donnell’s, Oban 
Music, Creature Comforts, 
Scotch Corner, Kronks and 
Oban Veterinary Surgeons.

Oban album seeks charity funds

Lochaber Showstoppers are making final preparations for their annual festive show, 
‘A Christmas Carol’, which starts tonight (Thursday) at the Nevis Centre. The musical, 
described by director Clare Brewer as ‘not quite a panto’, tells Dickens’ classic tale of 
Ebeneezer Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim and the ghosts of Christmas past, present 
and yet to come. The impressive set for the show was designed and built by the cast 

members. The show is also on Friday and Saturday night, with a matinee performance 
on Saturday. Tickets are available from the Nevis Centre. 20_f49show01

‘A Christmas Carol’ set 
to be a showstopperA story of 

IT WAS panto time again in 
Oban last week as the packed 
Corran Halls audiences 
enjoyed Spotlight Musical 
Theatre Group’s production 
of Cinderella. 

In what is a special year 
for the production company, 
Councillor Neil Mackay 
handed over a quaich from 
Argyll and Bute Council 
after the show last Thursday 
to mark Spotlight’s 50th an-
niversary.

Cinderella’s journey from 
rags to riches was a joy 

Robertson in the title role 
impressing the crowd with 
her amazing singing voice. 

The Ugly Sisters (played 
by Roddy MacEachan 
and Michael Wall) were 

banter and a succession of 
over the top costumes. 

Stuart Smith struck a 
suitably sympathetic chord 
as the henpecked Baron 
Hardupp, forever under the 
thumb of the Baroness played 

glamour by Fiona Brydon. 
Cinderella’s handsome 
Prince was the consistently 
impressive John Robinson, 
whose singing in particular 
charmed the crowd. He 
was ably assisted by his 
right-hand man Dandini, 
played with leprechaun-like 
glee and exquisite comic 
timing by Kevin Baker.
A huge favourite too was 
Buttons (Stephen Day) who 
delighted the audience with 
his loveable persona and 
witty adlibs. 

More fun was to be had 
from the Brokers Men (and 
Lady) played for all out 
slapstick laughs by Stevo 
Finlayson, Freddie Baker 
and Eileen Barr. Bill Mat-
thews injected more hilar-
ity (and an incredible ‘Go 
Compare’ style moustache) 
as Professor Puttz, aided by 
his glamorous, pink haired
assistants (Linsey McGlone 
and Amy King). 

The ‘Magical Makeover’ 

team of Fairy Godmother 
(Frances Melville) and 
fairies (Lauren Angus 
and Rachel MacGregor) 
sprinkled their magical fairy 
dust to bring the show to its 
traditional happy ending and 
the curtain came down on a 
wonderful evening. 

The backstage crew lead 
by Geoff Miller once again 
provided clean and crisp 
scene changes and a troupe 
of those ‘backstage boys’ ap-
peared on stage during one of
Saturday night’s numbers 
dancing along the backdrop, 
though whether they were
meant to, nobody is sure. 

Artistic work for the sets 
and props was up to its 
usual high standard and 
Cinderella’s coach brought 

‘ooos’ and ‘ahhs’ as it made 
its way through the audience.
The three-in-one producer, 
director and choreographer 
Louisa Hyde should be 
rightly proud of her whole 
team.

AFTER entertaining home audiences for 
more than three decades, Campbeltown 
Brass is looking to expand across Argyll 
and create more opportunities for its musi-
cians.

The band already has a number of mem-
bers from Mid Argyll who travel twice a 
week to rehearse with the band, with others 

starting to show interest, so the move is seen 
as a natural progression by musical director, 
Jamie McVicar.

The band is working with the Scottish 
Brass Band Association so players across 

For more information about Campbeltown 
Brass visit campbeltownbrass.co.uk.

Campbeltown Brass Band upbeat about the future

INVERARAY and District 
Accordion and Fiddle club 
had a good crowd at their 
November club night, wel-
comed by chairman, Niall 
Iain MacLean. 

Fyne Folk opened proceed-
ings with Sally Hall, Duncan 
Crawford, Alex John 
MacLeod and Jake MacKay 

keyboard and Allan McIn-
tosh on accordion.  

Other local players were 
– James MacArthur on 
melodeon, Johnny Fisher 
on button-key accordion 
accompanied by Allan and 
Jimmy MacDonald on 
keyboard, Billy Buchanan 
on accordion - playing at 

accompanied by Allan and 
Jake MacKay on ‘moothie’, 
along with Agnes and Allan.

Guest artistes were Wayne 
Robertson from Perth and 
Davy Stewart from Kirrie-
muir, both on accordion. 

At the next meeting the 
ever popular MacAllister 

and Alex on accordion – will 
top the bill.

Another
great night at 
Inveraray

Nairn trio attracts big 
audience in Oban
THE ROBERT Nairn Trio, which was 
named Scottish Dance Band of the Year at 
the weekend, played the headline spot at this 
month’s Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club.

MC Freddie MacKenzie welcomed a large 
audience, many of whom had travelled a 
long distance to see the band last Thursday 
in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

First on stage was accordionist Craig Mc-
Fadyen, Oban, followed by Janet Graham, 
Cumbernauld, Colin Campbell, Oban, 
Gregor MacCormick, Appin and Ross 
MacPherson, Connel, who also played key-
board. On drums were David Cameron and 
Archie Cameron, both Oban, and playing 
melodeon was James MacArthur, Oban. 

Guest artiste Robert Nairn Trio is made up 
of Kentra’s Robert on his three-row button 
key accordion, his brother Allan on drums 
and Ross Wilson, Bunessan, on keyboard.

The trio played many west coast tunes and 
sets to the enjoyment of the audience who 
showed their appreciation for the faultless 
sound from the band. 

Robert also demonstrated his skill playing 
some tunes on his melodeon. The MC for 
the second half, Archie Cameron, Oban, 
thanked both the local and guest artistes 
for another night of excellent music. The 
evening ended with a rousing stramash. 

Next month the club welcomes the Alan 
Gardiner Scotttish Dance Band to the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls on January 13.

Accordion and fiddle fans from across 
Argyll travelled to see Oban’s special guest, 

the Robert Nairn Ceilidh Band, from left: 
Allan Nairn, Robert Nairn and Ross Wilson. 

16_t49nairn01

MEUR LOCHABAIR held 
a grand ceilidh dance in The 
West End Hotel, Fort Wil-
liam on November 26. 

Lashing rain and gale 
force winds didn’t deter the 
attendance of guest artistes 
and visitors.

The excellent Ness Me-
lodeon seven- piece band 
kept the feet tapping and 
Lochaber musician George 
Smith accompanied the 
guest singers. 

Mod gold medallists Nor-
man MacKinnon from Tiree 
and Jean MacKay provided 

Oban, Harris born singer 

Freddie MacKenzie, Mod 
gold medal winner in 1981, 

choice of songs took a tour 
of the islands. 

The Meur Lochabair com-
mittee presented him with a 
picture and his wife Mary 

The gift was an appreciation 
of his efforts - Freddie has 
supported the Fort William 
ceilidhs since his Mod win.  

Young Lochaber lad Ally 
Weir, medal winner of oral 
competitions at this year’s 
Mod in Stornoway, gave a 
very expressive rendition of 
Gaelic recitations.

THE THREAT of wintry 
weather may have contrib-
uted to the poor turnout 
for the monthly meeting of 
the Skye Accordion in the 
Royal Hotel, Portree last 
Thursday.

Accordionists Ceitidh 
Douglas and her father, Blair, 
entertained the audience in 
great style and Ceitidh then 
went on to demonstrate the 
intricacies of The Laird of 
Drumblair to her father, 
much to the amusement 
of the audience. Other lo-
cal musicians to keep the 

Skye musicians feel the frost
audience feet tapping were 

Buchan and the club’s 
youngest regular player, 11-
year-old Ellie MacPherson.  
Accordionists John Cam-
eron and John MacGilvary 
formed a trio with drummer 
Jock Davidson. Once again 
the highlight of the club 
night was the guest duo of 
button-box players, Jimmy 
and Alexander Lindsay.  

Next club night will be in 
the Royal Hotel, Portree on 
January 5 with The Sileas 
Sinclair Trio.

HOLLY TEA
Sat 10th Dec 

10.am til 12.00
at the school campus           

Festive Fun
Father Christmas

Homebaking

A Fundraising

Oban Pipe Band Hall
Shore Street

Sat. 10th December

ALL WELCOME

Oban & Lorn Lions Club

SANTAS GROTTO
In the Royal Hotel, Oban

10am – 3pm
Entry by Donation

O.A.S.I.S

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER
THURSDAY 22ND DECEMBER

OPEN TO FAMILY MEMBERS WHO REQUIRE SUPPORT 
OR ADVICE ABOUT THE IMPACT OF ILLICIT SUBSTANCES

OR ALCOHOL ON LOVED ONES
11 STAFFORD STREET, OBAN • 01631 571348

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club
Argyll Hotel, Inveraray 

Wednesday 14th 
December

Guest Artistes
From Campbeltown

Supporting players most welcome

Dunollie, The 1745 House
Kitchen Ceilidh

Poetry, Music & Mulled Wine
Friday 9th December 

at 7.30pm

The Friends of Crarae 
present a

CAROL CONCERT
by

THE CORRAN SINGERS
FURNACE VILLAGE 

HALL
Thursday 8th December

7.30 pm
Seasonal punch & mince 

Tickets £5.00 at the door
Children free if 

accompanied by an adult

Steven Osborne (piano)
2.30pm  Sunday 11 

December 2011

The Rotary Club of Oban
Christmas Celebration 

Corran Halls

Christmas songs 
and readings 

All local musicians

Local Origins Rural Network 

Local Producers 

Christmas
Fayre

Victory Hall, Benderloch
10am to 7pm

community ceilidh after 
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

01631 720223
market@lorn.org.uk

lorncommunity.ning.com
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A FORMER London broker 
has swapped the bustle of a city 

garage in a remote part of Islay 
-

cial trading website.
Alasdair Woodman set up 

TradeRebate.com in March this 
year and has been busy building 

Kilnaughton, near Port Ellen.
TraderRebate.com brings 

online marketplace for cash-
back.

The website refunds its 
members a portion of all trading 
charges paid to its participating 

takes less than a minute to make 
a claim. 

Alasdair explained: ‘Like a 

through the website, introduce 
customers to brokers and get Alasdair Woodman is building his business from his panoramic 

office on Islay.

AFTER just two seasons 
in business, Alt Na Craig 
Guesthouse in Oban is swiftly 
becoming regarded as one of 
the best in Scotland. 

Set in more than three acres of 
wooded garden, the stone-built 

Victorian turreted house, origi-
nally commissioned in 1865, 
has been refurbished to become 
a luxury boutique-style guest-
house and has recently been 
awarded the prestigious 4-star 

Owner Ina MacArthur said 
she was proud to be the only 
4-star guesthouse in the town 

joining a small group of only 
29 guesthouses in the whole of 
Scotland. 

Ina said: ‘We are delighted to 

4-star Gold Award is the icing 
on the cake.

‘We decided to come to Oban 

birthplace, it is also a great 

course come for a holiday. 
‘There is just so much to do 

and see in the area that the 
only complaint we get from our 
guests is that they wished they 

As well as their recent award, 
the striking guest house with its 

Dunollie Castle and the Firth of 
Lorne,  has been featured in The 

Luxury Oban guesthouse receives 4-star gold status from VisitScotland

City trader swaps 
London for an 
island life online 

AREAS for potential offshore 

coast could be greatly expanded 

scoping study. 
A report published last week 

by Marine Scotland Science 

production. 

heritage and industrial con-

concludes huge chunks of Scot-
tish Territorial Waters between 

-

It expands current areas 
-

ment, including south of the 

shore, north west of Coll and 
south of Kintyre as well as a new 

potential zone south of Islay. 
Energy Minister Fergus Ewing 

also announced a new £5 million 
fund for offshore research and 

-
rope-wide conference on wind 

Scotland as a world leader in 

new jobs. Offshore wind could 

and indirect jobs in Scotland 

billion pounds for our economy, 

Commissioner, said the report 
was a milestone for offshore 

Report highlights 

wind power potential

AN ARGYLL scientist has led 
an international paper into the 

into one of the most important 
chemicals. 

-
cidentally in 1811 by French 

burning seaweed and is now 
used in computer screens, x-ray 
images and mobile phones. 

Professor Frithjof Küpper of 
the Scottish Marine Institute at 
Dunstaffnage, has co-ordinated 
a group of 11 scientists to pro-

research into iodine, published 
last week in a German journal 
Angewandte Chemie.

Argyll scientist 
has iodine history 
paper published

MSP backs youth 
employment plan
HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
Mike MacKenzie has welcomed 

dedicated Youth Employment 

The funding will help Scot-

work or education to secure a 
strong workforce of the future.

Details of the ministerial post 

be outlined before Parliament 
breaks for recess.

The Highlands and Islands 
MSP said: ‘This is a fantastic 
announcement from the First 
Minister that will help get our 
16-19 year olds back into work, 
education or training.

to promote skills and work for 16 
to 24-year-olds and to ensure not 

After 30 years since starting in business in Fort William, Nevis Bakery marked the occasion with a reunion of staff past and present, including staff from their restaurant 
the Harvester, which used to be in Fort William’s High Street. The firm has two shops, one in Oban and Fort William, and a bakery at Annat, which sends products all 

over the UK.

that takes place as a result of 
the introduction. The difference 

Alasdair said he sees this model 

potential customers and hopes to 

an otherwise saturated sector.

up to 47 per cent of the trading 
charges that they pay to these 

and CFD trading with futures 
options and other products to 
follow shortly.

-

could not be more different.

onto a beach instead of another 

‘The difference with my new website 

is I give cash back to the customers.’

THE CRIANLARICH Hotel has 

of independently-owned hotels, 

hotel will continue to remain 
independently owned and man-

Ventures.
Andrea Paton said: ‘We are 

absolutely thrilled to be part of 

personality will certainly put 
us on the map and help us grow 
both our leisure and business 
customer base. 

system meaning that guests are 
able to book into the hotel from 

Western Crianlarich Hotel is a 
fantastic addition to our portfo-
lio. 

‘With a great location and 
warm, welcoming staff, we look 
forward to bringing more world-

Crianlarich Hotel 
joins Best Western

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

WEST Highland Gas Oban 
depot is taking on the harsh 
weather and economic climates 
in equal measure as it gears up 
for winter by employing four 
new people.

Sandra Elliott and George 

sales and administration support 
to Ailsa MacEwan, the accounts 

gas, cookers, heaters, accesso-
ries and other energy products.  

Alex Watkins, the new area 

It will help ensure we are able 

West Highland Gas 

Ready for the big chill: West Highland Gas employees, from left: 
Alex Watkins, Debbie Dunsmore, Sandra Elliott, George Currie 

and Ailsa MacEwan.

weather, and there is always a 

phone to handle questions or 

West Highland Gas has been 

in Fort William, Mull, Oban, 
Lochgilphead, Campbeltown 
and Dunoon, selling a full range 
of gas for homes to hotels.

John MacLachlan, managing 
director, said: ‘We are delighted 
to be able to offer three new jobs 
in this harsh economic climate.

‘It will make certain that both 
our regular customers and new 
ones can rest assured that their 

DUNGALLAN Country 

guesthouse – has been put on 
the market with an asking price 
of £1m.

The former hotel, on Gallanach 

two-star hotel but since then its 
accreditation rose following a 

Graeme Smith, who is handling 
the sale at Christie and Co, said: 
‘Dungallan Country House is 
presented in outstanding condi-
tion, both internally and exter-

location on Gallanach Road 

Owners Mike and Marion 

operate the property along with 
one full-time member of staff 
and the business currently trades 

The 11-bedroom property, 
which has retained its licence 
from when it was a hotel, sits 
within three acres of gardens.

-
ning permission for a two-storey 
dwelling accessed directly from 

negotiation and has a guide price 

Country
house on 
the market

ISLAY                          
United Auctions
Bullocks

£755(2)  Octomore  £655 Knocklearach  

Scarrabus.

ShorthornX: £745(4)  Octomore.
Simmental X: £925 and £745(2)  
Corrary.
Heifers

Uiskentuie  £695; Lorgba  £655; 
Cattadale.

Uiskentuie.
Charolais X: £935  Uiskentuie  £675(6)  

Uiskentuie and Woodend  £715(3) and 

Simmental X: £795(2) and £715(3)  

In-calf heifers

Prices per kilo
Bullocks

Charolais X: 264p(5) and 241p  
Ardtalla Estate  222p(7) and 219p(2) 
and 215p  Knocklearach  214p(4) and 

248p(5)  Kintra  248p(3)  Kilbride  

Ardtalla Estate  239p  Kintra and 
Knocklearach(5)  234p(2)  Kintra  232p  

Smaladh(9)  227p(2) Woodend  225p(2)  

Ronnachmore  213p  Woodend  212p(3)  

Frederick Crescent.
Heifers
Charolais X: 228p(5)  Ardtalla Estate 

LimousinX: 228p(4)  Kintra  226p(5) 
and 223p(11)  Kilbride  216p(3)  

DINGWALL             
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs:

SuffolkX: Tillieglens, £81; 

£79; 

of Ord, £67; 
CharollaisX: Carnoch, Errogie, £63.
Ewes:

Mule: Achlone, Shebster, £98; 

of Ord, £96; 

SuffolkX: Cambusmore Estate, 
Dornoch, £79; 
Cross: Little Kildrummie, £78; 

ShetlandX: Little Kildrummie, £56.
Rams:

£92; 

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks;

Heifers;

194.7p; 

OTM Cows;

Dowally 132.2p; East Dowally (Lim) 
£1125, Dunalastair Est 159.6p; 

Sheep 
Lambs

Ewes

DINGWALL and Highland 

at Dingwall on Thursday when 
lambs again met the dearest 
trade of the season, while ewes 
maintained recent keen rates.

crosses from Tillieglens, Dun-

sold to £111 for a pen of Texels 
from Little Kildrummie, Nairn.

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual Christmas sale of 487 of 

cattle at Islay Auction Mart last 
Saturday.  

An excellent entry of mainly 

to a packed ringside of buyers 
and all stock was cleared at 

satisfactory rates.  

per kilo which recorded a rise 

pence per kilo.  Heifers sold to 

of £134.41 per head and 52.49 

pence per kilo.  
The top price per head for 

bullocks came from Uiskentuie 
when Aberdeen Angus crosses 

sold the top priced heifers when 
their Limousin crosses sold to 

Leading the top call per kilo 

was Ardtalla Estate when a 
pen of their Charolais bullock 

same home shared the top per 
kilo with Kintra at 228pence for 
Charolais and Limousin crosses 

The top 12 consignments per 
kilo for bullocks and heifers 

were:  Kintra (23) 233p; Kilbride 

Knocklearach (53) 215p; Mans-

Uiskentuie Aberdeen Angus bullocks lead                 
United Auctions’ Islay Christmas sale at £1,180

Market reports

Sheep rates stay high 
at Dingwall sale

New ATV’s always in stock
Used Selection
Honda TRX 500 2007............................ £3,400 + VAT
Honda TRX 450 2002............................ £2,300 + VAT
Yamaha Grizzly 450  2008 .................... £3,500 + VAT
Yamaha Bruin 350 2006 ........................ £1,900 + VAT
All above machines full serviced and guaranteed
Kiddies Quads Santa Selection
New Quadzilla Buzz 50cc...................... £950 inc VAT
New Quadzilla Ram 100cc ................... £1,300 inc VAT

Used
Apache Army 100cc elec start/rev .............£680 inc VAT
Apache in red 100cc elec start  .................£600 inc VAT
Yamaha Breeze 125cc elec start/rev  .....£1,100 inc VAT
Yamaha PW 80 2 wheels, immaculate  .....£980 inc VAT
All above machines ready to go

Telephone for details to Lachie or Liam
01631 720380 email-keilengines@gmail.com

KEIL ENGINE SERVICES
December

specials

on heated 

handle bar 

grips.

Qu

Sales * 

Servicing 

* Repairs * 

Insurance Work

To All Makes of 

Quads
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Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfirth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

Small business checklist

This month:

· Prepare to submit your 
Self Assessment Tax 
Return if you are a sole 
trader or a partnership.  
The deadline for online 
submissions is 31 January 
2012

· Get ready for winter 
conditions – whether you 
are based in business 
premises or are out on the 
road, make contingency 
plans for bad weather

· Consider whether a 
seasonal promotion could 
help boost your business

· If winter is the quiet 
season for your business, 
use the time for mainte-
nance, developing market-
ing plans, stock-taking or 
reviewing your suppliers

·
under the ‘VAT Initiative’ 
campaign you need to send 
your VAT registration form 
by December 31 to take 
advantage of a reduced 
penalty

Need help? 
Business Gateway offers 
support and advice. Contact 

01546 605459

SUCCESSFUL Oban-based 
lingerie retailer Precious Things 
recently embarked on a shop re-
furbishment programme which 
will also see its product range 
extended to include women’s 
clothing for the 30-plus age 
group. 

Owner Deirdre Sharkey set up 
the business in George Street 

three years ago. She has since 
built a wide and loyal client base, 
including locals and visitors and 

-
ness.  Having listened to her cus-

the new range of smart casual 
clothing will be well received. 
Her aim is to stock affordable 
brands not previously available 

in Oban. Deirdre will complete 
the refurbishment work and re-
open in time for the Christmas 
shopping rush. 

Party wear 
‘I’ve got some party wear in 

for the Christmas season. It is 
great to be able to meet our cus-
tomers’ demands and I am very 
grateful to Business Gateway for 

helping me on this journey,’ she 
explained. 

Deirdre has taken advantage of 
a range of support from Business 
Gateway, including attending the 
two day start-up workshop and 
working with a business adviser, 
Nicky Archibald. 

‘Business Gateway helped 

‘The workshop made me aware 
of all the things you have to 
think about when setting up in 
business. It has also been very 
helpful having a single point 
of contact and someone to run 
things past.’

Through her Business Gate-
way advisor, Deirdre was also 
put in touch with the Scottish 

Chambers of Commerce Busi-
ness Mentoring Scheme. 

‘My business mentor had very 
relevant experience and knowl-
edge of the retail sector and was 

issues such as use of space and 
stock,’ she said. 

For more information contact 
Deirdre on 01631 562510.

paper tax return already passed, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway is reminding 
anyone in self-employment that 
the deadline for self-assessment 
online submissions is midnight 
on January 31 2012. 

Normally anyone registered as 
self employed with HM Revenue 
& Customs (HMRC) will need 
to complete a tax return to tell 
HMRC about their income and 
capital gains or to claim tax 
allowances or reliefs. 

‘The local Business Gateway 
team is on hand to offer advice 
on completing self-assessment 
online,’ explained Councillor 
Neil Mackay, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s spokesperson for 
enterprise, energy, culture and 
tourism. 

‘There are many advantages 

return online instead of by 
paper, including automatic 
calculations, faster processing 
and later deadlines.’

bgateway.com or contact the 

Precious Things set to sparkle with refurbished outlet

Self-assessment
deadline approaching 
for the self-employed

Councillor Neil Mackay,     
Argyll and Bute Council’s 

spokesperson for enterprise. 

A COUPLE who ran a succesful 
restaurant and bar business in 
Fort Augustus have become 
the new owners of the iconic 
Creagan Inn, Appin.

Liz and Allan Crichton plan to 
open the week before Christmas 
after agreeing a joint funding 
package with Bank of Scotland.

The Crichtons ran the highly 
acclaimed restaurant/bar The 
Bothy for 11 years but sold the 
business six years ago. The 

sailing enthusiasts voyaged from 
Loch Ness to the South of France 
then went on to live on Portugal’s 
Silver Coast.

But homesickness – and a 
desire to be back with their 
family – saw them return to 
Scotland and start searching for 
a business venture that would 
suit their talents and found the 
Creagan Inn, which had been 
closed for a year.

‘Creagan Inn has endless 

possibilities,’ says Liz. ‘We 
know we have an important, 
year-round role to play in the 
community but we will look to 
the tourist season as well.

Accommodation
‘With the new Oban to Fort 

William Cycle Route passing 
our door and two important dive 
sites nearby, we like to think 
our accommodation will be in 
demand as well.’

When the couple bought the 

Creagan Inn, the new Facebook 

Plans are in hand to construct 
a wall and transform the open-
plan restaurant bar into a ‘Real-
Ale’ pub and separate restaurant 
divided by a feature stone wall 
and wood-burning stove.

Liz added: ‘I’d like to thank 
Hamish and his team at the 
Bank of Scotland for making 
this possible.’

Liz Crichton of the Creagan Inn and Hamish Malcolm, Bank of Scotland, celebrate the takeover of the Creagan Inn.

Lochside inn under new ownership
Couple look to the future with Creagan Inn investment

A LOCHABER pub has been 
named ‘best micro business’ 
at an environmental awards 
ceremony in Edinburgh.

Glenuig Inn scooped the 
honour at the Vision in Business 
for the Environment of Scotland 
(VIBES) Awards. The judges 
said they were impressed by 
the company’s ‘innovation, 
dedication and support for 
sustainable practices’. It uses 
100 per cent renewable energy 
sources and has introduced other 
green measures.

Glenuig Inn director Steve 
Macfarlane said: ‘It is an honour 
to win a VIBES Award in the 
micro business category. This 
is great recognition for our 
commitment to developing an 
exemplar small green business. 

‘We believe that environmental 

mutually dependent and aim to 
build on these achievements by 
further expanding our green 
credentials.’

‘Green’ award for 
Glenuig Inn

THE WORLDWIDE reputation 
and ‘sanctity’ of Harris Tweed’s 
Orb trade mark and  the year-
round work it provides was 
heralded at a seminar to mark 
Orb’s centenary. 

But there was also concern 
raised by Harris Tweed Hebrides 
chairman Brian Wilson at the 
recent Shawbost seminar over 
the lack of indigenous weav-
ers among the younger island 
population. 

At the seminar, organised by 
the Islands Book Trust on behalf 
of the Harris Tweed Authority, 
Mr Wilson said: ‘We must be not 
only the champagne of fabrics 
but also the vintage Margaux, 
pursued by the aspirational 
around the world for rarity as 
well as quality.’

He said the current 
mantra to customers was 
‘order early to ensure supply’.
But he also warned: ‘Qual-
ity, provenance and skills would 
probably not have been enough 
to save Harris Tweed if it was 
not for one crucial factor - the 

-
ded in legislation which means 
that Harris Tweed can only be 
produced here. 

‘If it was legally possible to 
produce something called Har-
ris Tweed elsewhere, whether 
on the mainland of Scotland or 
in the cheap labour economies 
of the textiles universe, then 
that would have happened long 

ago and these islands would 
have been left protesting vainly 
that ours was the only genuine 
article.

‘So the most important key to 
securing the industry’s future is 
very straightforward - nobody 
must seek to meddle with the 
legislation or in any other way 
undermine the sanctity of the 
trade mark which it embodies.’

Mr Wilson described the 

minor miracle of Parliamentary 
navigation’, which would never 
be repeated, whether at West-
minster or Holyrood.

On a less positive note, Mr 
Wilson said that his biggest 
long-term concern was about 
where the weavers of the future 
were going to come from.

‘With penny numbers 
of children entering the 
rural schools in traditional 
crofter-weaver communities, 
there is going to be no indig-
enous labour force of the future.
And just as Harris Tweed is inte-
gral to the local economy, so also 
it is a deeply enmeshed part of 
the Gaelic, crofting culture. But 
without a fresh supply of recruits 
who are products of that culture, 

20 years from now is bound to 
be very different from what it 

wider problem of perpetual out-
migration largely due to lack of 
economic opportunity.’

Centenary
of the Orb 
celebrated
Harris Tweed trademark      
recognised throughout world

Harris Tweed’s Orb trade mark has become a guarantee of quality.

James Wink, an apprentice engineer at BSW Timber’s Fort William 
mill, has been named Apprentice of the Year by Inverness College 

UHI. The 20-year-old from Corpach collected the accolade after 
excelling in his first year on the job. BSW maintenance manager 
Graham Lawrie said: ‘By supporting people like James, BSW can 

ensure that we have a burgeoning team which will help meet the 
challenges of the industry and continue to grow year-on-year.’

VISITSCOTLAND has an-
nounced major changes to 
the Scottish Thistle Awards 
following a widespread consul-
tation exercise with the tourism 
industry.

The changes include creating 
a new regional format, as well 

format.
VisitScotland will now run 

four localised Scottish Thistle 
Award celebrations, which will 
take place between April and 
May 2012.

These events will see local 
tourism businesses compete 
in 12 categories, winning the 
chance to move forward to the 
main national event in November 

2012.  The regional award areas 
will be: Highland and Islands; 
North East; South/Central East 
and South/Central West with the 
winners of each progressing to 

Malcolm Roughead, chief 
executive of VisitScotland, 

Thistle Awards have led the 
way in terms of recognising the 
brilliant tourism organisations 
and businesses that this country 
has to offer. The new format will 
allow us to reach all regions in 
Scotland.’

Entries opened on November 
15 and further details can be 
found at scottishthistleawards.
co.uk.

Tourism awards change

ARGYLL builders MacLeod 
Construction is marking 30 years of 
apprenticeships by vowing to continue 
to invest in the area’s future.

company has taken on 100 to 150 
young apprentices, a large portion 

average, approximately 10 per cent of 
the company’s workforce is likely to 
be in some form of apprenticeship or 
training.

With 20 such people currently on 
their books, that commitment to the 
community is as strong as ever.

The business celebrated its 30-year 
apprenticeships milestone with its 
newest construction partner, Bield 
Housing Association. Five Macleod 

site at Glenshellach in Oban.
Kenny MacLeod, joint managing 

director of the family business, is 
also chairman of the Argyll Training 

Group. He said: ‘As a successful local 
business we are 100 per cent committed 
to putting investment back into the 
community where we are based and to 
supporting its young people. 

‘Our modern apprenticeships are at 
the heart of this commitment.

‘Our apprenticeships are about 
encouraging sustainable communities, 
enabling our young people to stay in 
the area by offering them skills and 
employment.’

Admirable
Robert Cameron, development 

manger with Bield Housing 
Association, said: ‘We warmly 
congratulate MacLeod Construction 
on 30 years of apprenticeships. It is an 
admirable record. 

‘We share their commitment to 
investment in the local community, 
and at Bield we are pleased to support 
the employment of local people on our 
development projects.’

The company’s apprentices, wearing blue helmets, take part in the celebrations at the Bield 
construction site at Glenshellach in Oban. From left: Ross Addison, David Barnett, Darren MacPhee, 

Kenny MacLeod, James MacMillan, Robert Cameron from Bield Housing Association, James 
MacMillan, Gregor Cameron, George Prosser and Derek Black. 15_t47macleodc1

Investing in apprenticeships for 30 years
‘Our apprenticeships are about encouraging 

sustainable communities’ - Kenny MacLeod
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Are looking to recruit an Electrician to carry 
out Electrical Installation’s, Maintenance work 

and Periodic inspecting in compliance with 
17th Edition regulations

For Further information please contact us on 
01397 702722 or send CV to 

info@macraildandsmith.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/04005/FUL

11/04199/FUL

11/04216/FUL

11/04283/FUL

11/04360/FUL

Development Address

Fort William Community 
Clinic
Glen Nevis Place
Fort William
PH33 6DA

Benlochy Cottage
76 Camaghael
Fort William
PH33 7NF

Salen Cottage
Salen
Acharacle
PH36 4JN

Crioch
Duror
Appin
PA38 4DA

Former Reservoir Site
560m South West of 
Inverskilavulin
Glenloy
Banavie
Fort William

Proposal Description

Construction of shed and 
woodchip boiler

Application under Section 
42 to vary Condition No 
1 of Planning Permission 
11/01067/FUL

Extension to cottage

Extension to house

Erection of 7 holiday 
cottages and 1 managers 
house/holiday cottage

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

OFFICE STAFF
Highland Heritage Coach Tours Ltd

Require Reservations Staff for their busy

Evenings. Live-in or out.

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY
Tel: - 01838200444

TRAIN TO BE A VOLUNTEER 
COUPLE COUNSELLOR

We are seeking candidates to take 
Relationships Scotland’s Certificate in Couple 

Counselling, which starts in March 2012. 
You should have an existing counselling qualification, 

and counselling experience. 

For more information, and an application 
pack contact 01852 300514 or info@

argyllcouplecounselling.org

Relationships Scotland-Couple Counselling Argyll 
is the operating name of Argyll Couple Counselling 

SCO23995 Reg. Office 8 High Street, Oban

CROFTERS COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NAN 

CROITEARAN
DECROFTING DIRECTIONS 

ISSUED

0.294 ha 
4.86.35552

fence within 4 months of 

-

by each successive owner or 

against a  decision to the Scot-

of the date of this advert.

‘Largest selling weekly 
newspaper in the Highlands’

Media Sales 
Executive

The Oban Times Group are seeking to recruit a Media sales 
Executive to join our experienced sales team. Applicants 
should be lively, enthusiastic, good communicators and 
committed to customer satisfaction. The successful candidate 
will work across a variety of publications and products. 
Ongoing in house training will be given as required.

A full driving licence is essential as you may not necessarily 
be office based but could have the opportunity to travel 
throughout Argyll and surrounding areas in one of our 
company vehicles.
We offer an excellent basic salary along with commission, 
generous annual holiday entitlement, company pension 
scheme, life assurance and private medical insurance. 
If you are looking for a career with a well established company 
and have the above attributes – we want to hear from you.
Please apply by e-mail with a full C.V including contact details 
to: ali@obantimes.co.uk
Closing date: Wednesday, 21st December, 2011

Farm Manager
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is 
the largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine 

and Ireland.

-

-

Thursday 22nd December 2011, to:

dawnfresh.co.uk

The Underwater 
Centre, Fort William

Requires a 
TRAINEE DIVE SUPPORT 

TECHNICIAN
Must be Time Served 

Mechanic/Fitter

the Human Resources 
Department

Crannog Concept Limited
Marine Walk

Carmichael Way, 
Fort William PH33 6FF

Tel: 01397 707120 or e-mail  
HR@theunderwatercentre.co.uk

The Creagan Inn, Appin are 
re-opening and are looking for 

cheerful & helpful staff to work 
with amazing new friendly owners! 

We need bar, waiting & kitchen staff 
for full time & part time positions. 

Interviews this weekend!

Marine Husbandry Vacancies
Bloody Bay, Isle of Mull

Scottish Sea Farms is a leading aquaculture company producing high 
quality Atlantic salmon for specific UK and international markets. We operate 
a unique training and personal development programme designed to add 
to the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression. The following 
opportunities exist for enthusiastic, self motivated individuals that hold a 
clean UK driving licence.

Senior Husbandry:
The successful candidate will have over 3 years practical experience and will 
be able to demonstrate competence across a range of farming disciplines 
including: health and safety awareness, fish health assessment, cage and 
moorings maintenance, feeding optimisation and skilled seamanship. You 
will have the drive to succeed, a well-developed sense of pride and the ability 
to inspire others. Gifted communication skills are essential, as is a proactive 
ability to guide correct decision-making. You will be enthusiastic, honest and 
transparent in approach.
This position is salaried with a 1:3 weekend working rota.  Boatmasters and 
a driving licence are compulsory. Salary and conditions will be attractive, 
reflecting the skill and experience of the successful applicant. 

Husbandry Staff:
You’ll have at least 2 years fish farming experience and be able to bring 
relevant skills e.g. boat handling, fish health, moorings, appetite assessment 
etc. You may be already working with other marine species or within a 
freshwater environment. Above all you’ll be keen to improve your career 
by taking greater responsibility and being rewarded accordingly.  Salary: 
dependent upon experience and qualifications.
Both positions are based at our Bloody Bay site on the Isle of Mull, which 
has seen recent investment with a centralised feeding barge and state of the 
art camera and oxygen monitoring system.  Assistance with accommodation 
may be available for the successful candidates
If you would like to know more please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 
or email Claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com to obtain an application pack.
Closing date: Wednesday 21st December 2011

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02166/PP Erection of wind turbine (46.9 metres high) 
and formation of temporary access track.

Land North East of Barvullin 
Farm East Lochaweside 
Dalmally Argyll and Bute 
PA33 1BW

Sub Post Office Dalmally

11/02306/PP Improvements to existing access to serve 
new  dwellinghouse (approved under 
planning consent Ref: 10/00761/PP)

Land East of Fasgadh  
Kirkton Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

11/02365/PP Alterations and extension Windrush Caolis Isle of Tiree 
Argyll and Bute PA77 6TT

Tiree Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01863/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse. Plot 1 Avonvogie Bowmore 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

11/01865/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse. Plot 2 Avonvogie Bowmore 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01381/PP Installation of replacement windows and 
painting of window sills (retrospective)

11 Main Street Port 
Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA48 7TX 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

11/01384/LIB Installation of replacement windows and 
painting of window sills (retrospective)

11 Main Street Port 
Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA48 7TX 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

R A Clement

& Business Advisors

Andy Newiss

Scan this code for details

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Benderloch by Oban
Well Established Business

FOR LEASE
HAWTHORN RESTAURANT / 

COFFEE SHOP

• Prime Location
• 50 Covers
• Fully Equipped
• Full Premises Licence
• Extended Seating
• Car Parking

For more information please call
01631 720452

FURNISHED
1 BEDROOMED 

FLAT
C E N T R A L  O B A N

MINIMUM 6 MONTHS LET

NO DSS.REFERENCES AND 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED. 

TEL 07789914001

PLOT FOR SALE
With outline planning

0.1 hectare. 
Electric and water on site. 

Access road in place.
Rural location, 2.5 miles from Oban.

Tel: 01631 770223 or 07884324911

£540 o.n.o.

1999
MOT and Taxed

Telephone: 
07826 469149

MERCEDES
SPRINTER 208D

FORD FOCUS TDCI 1.8 
ZETEC DIESEL

£6300 o.n.o.

CLIMATE PACK, 2007 57’ PLATE, 3DR, METALLIC BLUE, 38k 
MILES, FSH, TAX AND MOT’D 1 YEAR, ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, 

HEATED QUICKCLEAR WINDSCREEN, EXCELLENT CONDITION

Tel: 07920 116297

£7000

2litre, 57 Plate
34000 Miles

12 months MOT 
6 months road tax

Immaculate condition.

Contact
01688 302287

FORD FOCUS 
TITANIUM TDCI

WANTED ALL 
TYPES OF 4 X 4 

VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, 

anything considered.  
We also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone 
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

2

RENAULT 
ESPACE

£2200 o.n.o.

03 Renault Espace gear box, 2lt, 7 seater, MOT’d 
and taxed, drives like new, good condition.

Tel: 07515105472

£3000

3 litre, Turbo Diesel, 
Commercial,

Taxed and MOT, 
79,000 miles, 

all terrain tyres, tidy vehicle.

Telephone: 
01631 822331 
07502 386811

ISUZU
TROOPER

FIAT SCUDO COMF 90M 
JET SWB

£ 4000 o.n.o.

1.6 Diesel (With Crew Seats ), 57,000 Miles, Dark Blue   
Tax Until 28th Feb 2012, Mot Until 8th June 2012 

Contact: 01546 602226 for details

AUDI A3 DIESEL SPORTBACK 2.0 
TDI QUATTRO SPORT 5DR

£8000 o.n.o.

Mauritius Blue (metallic), 55 Reg, 1 owner, F.A.S.H, 70,000 miles, 
45-50 m.p.g, Audi’s Quattro all wheel drive provides safe winter driving!
ABS/EBD, DIS, Front Fog Lights, 17” 9 spoke alloy wheels & almost new 

tyres, Alcantara leather interior (immaculate), Audi Open Sk, BOSE 
sound system, Cruise control, MOT June 2012, Tax Aug 2012

Tel: 01546 850276 (after 2pm)

0800 081 8989

4 Bedroom Bungalow, Blarmafoldach, 
Fort William

A rural family property with 3 double rooms and 
a single/study room, plus utility with WC, kitchen/
diner, lounge, sun room and bathroom. The 
property is double glazed and a newly installed 
oil boiler provides central heating in addition to 

garden shed and log storage shelter. The property 
has excellent views to Ben Nevis and Mamore 
Hills.  Rent:£625p.c.m. For further information 
please contact Bidwells. Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

LARGE FLAT 
TO LET

CAMPBELTOWN

Four bedroom 
with gas central 

Telephone 
07540 399569

COMMERCIAL

SHOWROOM AND
STORE UNIT

TO LET
Adjacent to 

Hazelbank Motors
Contact Iain for further details

Tel: 07795 972665

TO LET

£1200 o.n.o.

Diesel, 1422cc. First Regis-
tered 2001. 5 Door. MOT until 

March 2012. Many extras.
Available 

Fort William/Oban area.

Iain Thornber
01967 421651 

(Mobile 07796412026)

VW POLO S 
TDI.

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

20%

58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, cruise, black, 25K £12,950
08 MITSUBISHI SHOGAN, SWB, commercial, 3.2dib, manual, alloys, e-pack, met.grey, 58k £12,950
57 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, double cab pick up, manual, leather, 20-inch alloys, black, 28K £11,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR double cab pick up, black, 49K  £10,750
58 MITSUBISHI L200, 4 Life, single cab pickup, epack, air cond, black 40k £9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Ifor Williams Canopy, Silver, 42k,  £8,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950
05 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, double cab pick up, alloys, E-pack, met.black, 80k £5,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW plus, double cab pickup, manual, leather, sunroof, black 30k £13,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, double cab pick up, manual, leather, black, 25K £13,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, Double Cab pickup. Sat. Nav, 6 speed, full spec. leather, black £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW king cab pick up, 6 speed, alloys, silver,  £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, double cab pickup, manual, epack, silver, 50k £10,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black £10,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA D 22, double cab pick up, canopy, manual, met. Silver, 28K £10,450
57 NISSAN NAVARA Outlaw, King Cab Pick-up manual, canopy, alloys, met red £8,450
06 NISSAN PATHFINDER, 5 door Commercial 4WD, rear seats, manual, E/pack, Alloys, white, 80k, Direct NHS £8,750
08 FORD RANGER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, 3 tonne tow, E/pack, Air Con, 60k miles  £8,450
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCI LWB High top van, panel lined, SLD, white £6,950
06 FORD TRANSIT 350, double cab pick up, palfinger crane, tool box, white, choice of 3 £6,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, alloy drop side pick up, fitted tool boxes, white, 55k, choice of 4 from  £4,950
59 LANDROVER 110 double cab pickup, 6 speed, canopy, tow-pack, blue  40k £14,950
59 LANDROVER 110, double cab pick up, 6-speed, manual, canopy, tow-pack, blue 40k £14,950
08 LANDROVER 90, truck cab pick up, canvas canopy, 6 speed, green, 40K £10,950
06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k,  £7,950
08 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTI 115 van 6 speed, remote locking, white 60K £5,950
58 VOLKSWAGON PASSAT, 3.2 4 motion, 4WD, auto, triptronic, leather, sat nav, silver, 60K  NO VAT £8,450
57 VW CRAFTER, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £7,450
54 VOLKSWAGON TRANSPORTER shuttle bus, SWB, twin side doors, E-pack, white, direct nhf £6,950
08 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY VAN SWB, Sidedoor ply lined, white £4,750
08 TOYOTA HILUX, single cab pick up, 4wd, manual, truckman canopy, E-pack, met. Silver £8,950
02 ISUZU single cab pickup, 2.5, 4 wd, Ivor Williams canopy, epack, met grey 39k £4,750
53 ISUZU DF Mega Double Cab Pick-up 2.5 T/D Manual, Side Bars, A-Bar, rear cover, met gold, 60k £4,250
00 JCB 408, articulated loadall, Q hitch bucket, good tyres, direct council, 1,800 hrs £17,950

CAR OF THE WEEK
Subaru WRX STi
WAS £28,995.00 NOW £24,995.00
Plasma blue  300BHP EX Demo.

£1050 o.n.o.

MITSUBISHI PAJERO, 1993 (K),
2.5 INTERCOOLER TURBO DIESEL, 3 DOOR, 

4x4, AUTOMATIC, BLUE OVER SILVER,
MOT JULY 2012. TAX MAY 2012

ALLOYS WITH NEW GENERAL GRABBER 
TYRES, POWER STEERING, CHROME BULL BAR 

WITH SPOTLIGHTS, CLOTH INTERIOR WITH 
HEAD RESTRAINTS AND ARM REST CONSOLE, 
CENTRAL LOCKING, REAR HEATED SCREEN, 

REAR WASH WIPE,  TOWBAR.

Tel: 07917014628

GET READY 
FOR SNOW

£1800

Only 2 former keepers
10,800 kilomoters
MOT August 2012 

Tax July 2012 
Red and Black

Good standard condition.

Contact
07979 272549

KAWASAKI ZX6R
2000

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

£3250

2004, MOT June, Tax May, 
67,000 miles, FSH, full 

leather heated seats and roof 
box included.

Telephone: 
01880 740250

LANDROVER
FREELANDER V6 HSE

£1000

Off road childrens quad 
bike, liquid cooled, au-

tomatic, electric and kick 
start, white, used once.

Telephone: 
07900 273898

QUADZILLA
PRO-SHARK 100S

£800

100cc, liquid cooled, 
automatic, kick start, 
good running order.

Telephone: 
07900 273898

QUADZILLA PRO-
SHARK TYPE ‘R’

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 
CLIMATE

£4400

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC REG’D 29/09/07 ONLY 11,488 MILES.
V.G.C.TAXED TILL END AUGUST ‘12, M.O.T.’D TILL 29/09/12

CONTACT: 01631 564176/
07799692072 MOBILE

MOTORS/DRIVETIMES

ONE
BEDROOM 

FIRST
FLOOR FLAT
Quiet location in 
Campbeltown

£222 pcm
Tel: 

07711 073175

£725 o.n.o.

Good condition.

Telephone: 
07919 366116 

(Kinlochleven)

2002, GAS GAS, 
70CC TRIAL BIKE

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

funeral directors

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

window blinds

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

cleaning

plumbing & heating

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1250

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

S Mitchell
Lundy Road, Fort William

D Harvey
Hillfoot Terrace, Tarbert

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.
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 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

BABY EQUIPMENT

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND
ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREARMS

 FIREWOOD

 FURNITURE

grain and brass handles, 
traditional style in good 

TWO BROWN 

soon. Sell single or 

shelves, rail and mirror, 

 GARDEN

tools, moving soon, so you 

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

 JEWELLERY AND
WATCHES

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

MAIL ORDER

MARINE UNDER £250

MISCELLANEOUS

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TICKETS FOR SALE

 TOYS AND GAMES

extending existing sets.   

 WANTED



Thursday 8 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS,
LOCHABER AND 
LORN MEETING.
Meeting for Worship 

on the Second Sunday 
of each month.

11am at Port Appin 
Public Hall.

All welcome.
Bring and share meal 

afterwards.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 11 December 2011

Advent 3
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Annunciation
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Mattins ......................... 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 11 December 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

MACINTYRE - DEWAR
Sandra MacIntyre and Euan Dewar were married at 

the Church of Scotland, Corran Esplanade on 
October 29th 2011.

They celebrated their marriage with a large number of 
family & friends at Skippnish Ceilidh House.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban

PRONK - MACLEAN
Esther Pronk and Roderick Maclean were 

November 30th 2011.
The happy couple then travelled to Oban for a 

Wedding Blessing at St Johns Cathedral.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban

MACDONALD - BIRRELL
Domhnall Iain & Lisa were married in 

St Clements Church, Isle  of Harris
on the 16th September.

The reception was held at Rodel Hotel.
A perfect day, surrounded by family & close friends.

BIRTHS
DIDCOCK – Graham and 
Julie neé MacKenzie, are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Ryan Scott, 
on November 21, 2011. 
A beautiful wee brother 

Libby and Ivan. Thanks 
to all at Oban Maternity 
Unit, especially Kirsteen 
McKellar and Gillian 
O’brian.

DEATHS
CHANCE – Ted in his 
75th year peacefully at 
home on the Isle of Seil, 
on Wednesday, November 
30, 2011 with his adoring 
partner Louise, at his side.  
A scientist until the end, 
Ted donated his body to 
medical research.  There 
will be a humanist service 
to celebrate his life on 
Monday, December 12 
at 12 noon in Seil Island 
Hall, Ellenabeich.  All 
welcome.  Please wear 
something bright.
CRAIK - Peacefully 
on November 2, 2011, 
Alexander (Sandy), 
Dunoon, died at Inverclyde 
Hospital, formerly 
Dalmally and Oban. Much 
loved husband, father, 
grandfather and great 
grandfather.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENT

ROSS - Elizabeth would 
like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
all their kind support in 
her sudden and sad loss of 
George. Heartfelt thanks 
to Gwyneth and Martin in 
their efforts to help George 
and Davie Douggan, 
Paramedic and Ambulance 
Technicians. To all at 
the Belford Hospital and 
Police. Thanking Rev 
Dr Malcolm Kinnear 
for a very comforting 
service, Davie Corrigan 
for his tribute and shared 
memories, Mike McFall 

funeral arrangements. To 
all who travelled to pay 
their respects to George. 
Maria and staff at Onich 
Hotel for catering. The 
sum of £1,537.35 retiring 
collection for R.N.L.I.

IN MEMORIAM
BUNTING - In loving 
memory of my mother 
Jessie, who died December 
11, 1980, my stepfather 
Willie, died February 10, 
2003 and brother Arthur, 
died October 30, 2001.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Alasdair and family 
Tiree.

BELL – In loving memory 
of our dad John, who 
passed away on December 
12, 2004 also remembering 
our mum Betty, who passed 
away on July 21, 2002.
Sorely missed
Inserted by John and 
Morvyn.
GORDON - In loving 
memory of a much loved 
husband, father and 
grandad, David Francis, 
who sadly passed away 
December 9, 2010.
Missed every day.
- Jenny, Angela, Keira, 
David and Beacham 
family.
GIBSON – Loving 
memories of a dear mother, 
granny and great granny 
Jenny, died December 12, 
2003, also loved ones gone 
before.
Always loved and 
remembered
Tommy, Nellie and family.
KENNEDY - Treasured 
memories of our dearly 
loved mum, granny and 
great granny Eva, who 
passed away December 6, 
2003.

your grave
May wither and decay
But our love for you 
Who sleeps beneath
Will never fade away.
- Love Emily, Ken, Kathleen, 
Roddy, Iain, Louise, Bruce, 
Marie, Jenna and Norman.
MACCALLUM – Cher-
ished memories of Jackie 
a dear husband, father and 
grandfather who passed 
away on December 9, 1993.
Always in our thoughts
MACEACHEN - In loving 
memory of Alister, dear 
husband, father and papa, 
died December 8, 1998. 
R.I.P.
Beautiful memories
Silently kept
Of one we will love and 
never forget.
- Margaret, Michael, 
Pauline, Craig and Scott.
MACINTOSH – In loving 
memory of my wife, mum 
and gran Morag who died 
November 27, 1979.
Always remembered.
- Inserted by her husband 
Ewen and family, Isle of 
Barra.
MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of my dear father, 
Hugh MacIntyre, who 
passed away on December 
9, 1970.  R.I.P.
I lost a father with a heart of 
gold
Few of his like this world 
could hold
For those left behind he did 
his best
God grant him now eternal 
rest.
- Inserted by his loving 
daughter, Flora

MACINTYRE – In 
memory of Joe McCombie, 
a loving husband, dad and 
granddad, who passed 
away December 11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts
Will never fade away
Love and miss you
Wilma and family, Oban 
and Glasgow.
MACINTYRE - 
(McCombie). In loving 
memory of Joe a dear son 
brother, brother-in- law and 
uncle, who died December 
11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts.
- Bert and family.
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny Mary Stewart, 
passed away December 4, 
2008.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- All the family.
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of our mum and 
granny Angela (Angye), 
who passed away suddenly 
on December 13, 2010 and 
our dad and granda John 
(Jocka), who passed away 
on December 2, 2003.
Loved and remembered 
every day
Sorely missed.
- John, Rosie, Julie, Ronnie, 
Nicola, Toni and Craig.
MACQUARRIE -  In 
loving memory of our 
dearly beloved  mum, 
Agnes who died December 
14, 2008 and our dear 
father Donald John, who 
died May 21,1989.
Our hearts till ache in 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you mum
No one will ever know.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann and son-in-
law Cameron, Erskine.
MACQUARRIE - In 
loving memory of our dear 
mum and grandma, Agnes, 
who died  December 14, 
2008 and our dear father 
and grandad, Donald John, 
who died  May 21, 1989. 
Always in our thoughts
- Inserted by Simon, 
Ishbel, Kirsteen and Kevin, 
Dumbarton
ROBERTSON – 
10th Anniversary
In loving memory of our 
dear mum Josie, who 
passed away December 8, 
2001.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day
Sandra and Morag

SANDISON - In memory 
of our precious son Liam.
We are sad within our 
memory
Lonely are our hearts 
today
For the one we loved so 
dearly
Has forever been called 
away
We think of him in silence
No eye can see us weep
But many silent tears are 
shed
When others are asleep
Until we meet again wee 
man
We love and miss you 
always.
- Mum, Dad, Aaron and 
Cameron.
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of our darling 
grandson, Liam, sadly 
taken from us on December 
10, 2006, age 4 years.
You left us precious 
memories
That make us laugh and 
cry
But the love you planted in 
our hearts
No millionaire can buy
Love and miss you forever.
- Granda and Granny 
Sandison, Claggan.xx
SANDISON - In loving 
memory our dear grandson, 
Liam, who died December 
10, 2006.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s the pain of losing you
That never goes away
Till we meet again Liam.
- Love Gran and Granda 
xx.
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of our nephew and 
cousin, Liam, who sadly 
passed away December 10, 
2006
A thousand words won’t 
bring you back
We know because we’ve 
tried
Neither will a million tears
We know because we’ve 
cried
Forever in our hearts.
- Love Auntie Linda, Uncle 
Angie, Sean and Lisa.xxxx 
SMITH - Precious 
memories of our beloved 
mother Jessie, who died 
December 5, 1992.
Never a day passes when 
you are not in our thoughts 
and in our hearts
Loving you always.
- From your daughters 
Amina, Janet, Mary and 
their families xxx.

Ardchattan Kirk celebrated 120 years combined service by three 
elders. Archie Buchannan, Donnie Campbell and Malcolm Mac-

donald were ordained Elders of the Parish on Sunday November 
27 1971 at the church.  They are pictured, with Minister Rev Jeff  
McCormick and session clerk Mrs Ann MacLeod, at the front of 

Ardchattan Kirk, which itself reached an important milestone this 
year, having been open for worship for 175 years. 

The youngsters of Ardchattan churches 
did their bit for Children in Need on 

November 27. The group held a soup lunch 
and cake bake, which they organised in 
North Connel Hall. The event was held 

after the joint Sunday Service and was well 
supported, raising £163 for the charity. 

Children of St Mary’s RC Church in Fort William after receiving the sacrament of 
confi rmation from Bishop Joseph Toal of the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles.

Members of Oban No.1 Celtic Supporters’ Club presented a cheque for £1,000 to Dalmally-based charity Mary’s Meals. Mary’s Meals representative 
Kathy Wylie said the money would enable the charity to feed 100 children at school for one year in Malawi. The cash was raised at the club’s recent 
annual charity race night. The evening was sponsored by Phoenix Honda and the top prize of a micro-light fl ight with Oban Air Sports was won by 

Mary MacKinnon of Clan Trees. The sponsor’s prize was won by Roddy’s Garage.

OBAN’S North Argyll Carers’ Centre 
this week marked the success of its 
market stalls by hosting a special 
Christmas sale at its Albany Street 
premises.

The charity’s stalls have proven 
popular since they started at the Lorn 
Market 18 months ago, stocking items 

seeing their products sell has.
It is now hoped funding can be found 

to keep the stall - which has popped up 
at agricultural shows across Argyll, 
Mull and at the Taynuilt Games in 
recent months - going for at least a 
further year.

Carers’ Centre manager Ruth Moody 

said: ‘We need approximately £20,000 
to keep the stalls going. Our funding 
from LEADER is due to expire, but we 
are keen to continue the stalls.

‘At the moment, we are supporting 
a huge number of carers and this is 
something that can be extremely help-
ful for them.

‘We are hoping to expand the scheme 
and create a workshop on Mull. Money 
is also needed to buy materials for the 
stall, as we can’t have the carers spend-
ing their own money on that.’

Market stall co-ordinator Mairi Fleck 

stall.
‘It really makes a huge difference to 

people,’ she said. ‘It is great the way it 

supports carers emotionally, and they 
have really banded together because 
of this.

‘People generally undervalue the 
things they produce themselves, but 
when they see them selling they get a 

Local councillor Louise Glen-Lee 
has been a long time supporter of the 
stall and hopes the Carers’ Centre can 
get funding to continue the initiative.

She said: ‘I’ve seen these stalls when 
I visit the markets and go round the 
fairs and it really empowers people.

‘This was actually quite a big risk 
for the centre because it was new and 
innovative.  It has more than proved its 
worth.’

Market stall co-ordinator Mairi Fleck, centre, shows off  some of the stall’s goods to councillor Louise Glen-Lee, left, and 
carer centre manager Ruth Moody. 15_t49carers1

Club race night raises £1,000 for Mary’s Meals

Three Ardchattan elders 
clock up 120 years’ 
combined service

Carers centre marks success of stalls

Church children 
do their bit for 
Children in Need

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

OT

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v Lenzie postponed; Under 
14s v Goldenhill postponed ; 
Under 15s no game; Under 16s 
2, Ardencaple 0. Netting for 
Saints were Allan MacPhee and 
Rhuiradh Cain. 

13s v Blair Thistle; Clyde Valley 
v Under 14s; EDFC United v 
Under 15s; Baljaffray Thistle v 
Under 16s. 

Saints’ youths - 
results and fixtures

RESULTS from Oban Pool 
League: Lancaster A 3, 
Claredon 6; Lochavullin 6, 
Markie Dans B 3; Cellar 9, 
Backpackers 0; Markie Dans A 
5, Lancaster B 4.

B; Backpackers v Markie Dans 
A; Markie Dans B v Cellar; 
Lancaster A v Lochavullin. 
Team                  P  W  L Pts
Cellar  5   4   1   8 
Claredon  5   4   1   8
Lancaster A 5   4   1   8
Markie Dans A 5   3   2   6
Lancaster B 5   2   3   4  
Lochavullin 5   2   3   4
Markie Dans B 5   1   4   2
Backpackers 5   0   5   0

POOL

INDOOR FOOTBALL
Over 35s league

Rugby match 
ends in chaos

Close encounters 
of a pool kind

Players from both sides became involved 
in a mass brawl after the full time whistle

DARTS

FOOTBALL

Saints’ Scottish Cup 
game rained off

OBAN Saints Scottish Amateur 
Cup 4th round tie away to 
Dynamo East Kilbride last 
Saturday was called off  due to 
the heavy rain which made the 
playing surface at Brancumhall 
unplayable.
The match has been relisted 

for this Saturday, kick-off 2pm 
with referee George Allen from 
Johnstone in charge.
The winners of the Myre 

Athletic v Saints West of 
Scotland 3rd round tie have 
been given a home game in the 
4th round against one of the 
‘big guns’ of amateur football, 

RUGBY

INDOOR SHINTY

Team           P  W   D   L Pts
Taynuilt             3    3    0    0    9    
Emergency        2    2    0    0    6    
Trialists             1    1    0    0    3
WCM          1    0    0    0    3
Teachers            2    1    0    1    3   
Spartak          3    1    0    2    3
Seil                    1    0    0    1    0 
Hydro                3    0    0    3    0
STC                   2    0    0    2    0 

LATEST scores: Seil 2, 
Taynuilt 3; Sail Trim Coach 
2, Trialists 12; Hydro 5, 
Spartak 6.

League postions at Friday 
2 December 

UNDEFEATED Oban High 
School has won the third annual 
Scottish Schools Homecoming 
Challenge Shield.

This year’s event, held at Oban 
High, proved to be the best 
attended yet with seven teams 
taking part.

Oban senior pupils welcomed 
Portree, Inverkiething, Ding-
wall, Lochgilphead, Lochaber, 
Douglas/Boclair to a glorious 
winter’s day at their school. 

After an action-packed four 
hours of shinty it was the host 
team that came out on top, drop-

matches. 
An undefeated Portree came 

runners-up two points behind, 

OBAN Otters swimming club 
brought their season to an end 
with a swimming gala, at Atlan-
tis Leisure, and a prizegiving, at 
the Argyllshire Gathering, last 
week.

The winners were as follows: Ma-
cLean Cup – Evie Turner; MacKay Cup 
– Ellis Hunter; Spence Shield – Grace 

C League results:
Salen Sharks 0, Ben Lora 1; S. Grass-

Rovers 4,  Rock 0; S Sharks 3, Dunollie 
1; S Grasshoppers 1, Appin 2; Ben Lora 
0, Park Sparks 1; S Sharks 0, Rovers 1; 
S Grasshoppers 0 Rockets 2; Dunollie 0, 
Appin 1; S. Sharks 1, Rockets 0; S Grass-
hoppers 0, Rovers 4; Ben Lora 4 Dunollie 
0; S Sharks 2, Park Sparks 0; S Grasshop-
pers 1, Dunollie 1; Ben Lora  0, Rovers 
0; S Sharks 5, Appin 0;  S Grasshoppers 
0, Ben Lora 3; Rockets  0, Park Sparks 5; 
S Grasshoppers 1, S Sharks 1; Dunollie 
0; Rovers 3; Appin Rockets 0;  Dunollie 
0, Park Sparks 4; Ben Lora 2, Appin 0; 
Rovers 1; Park Sparks 1; Ben Lora 1, 
Rockets 0; Appin   0, Rovers 6;  Rockets 
1,  Dunollie 2; Park Sparks 2, Appin 0.

Positions at December 4
‘A’ League (P7 and under) P     W    D      L      F      A      Pts                    
Rockfield 9      8      1      0      26      2       26
Lochnell   9      4      3      2      17      9       20      
St Columba’s  9      1      3      5        8    22       14
Rockfield Rapids  9      1      1      7        9    27       13

‘B’ League (Development) P     W    D      L      F      A      Pts
Taynuilt   6      5      1      0      14      1       17
Park   6      4      1      1        9      5       15
Achadh Na Creige  6      1      0      5        5    12         8
St Columbas  6      1      0      5        4    14         8

‘C’ League (P5 and under) P     W    D     L       F     A      Pts
Ben Lora  14   11     2      1       23     1       38   
Park Sparkies  14   10     3      1       22     3       37
Rockfield Rovers  14   10     2      2       28     4       36
Salen Sharks  14     4     3      7       12     9       25
Dunollie   14     4     3      7         7    22      25
Rockfield Rockets  14     4     2      8         6    24      24
Appin   14     2     3      9         3    21      21
Salen Grass  14     0     4     10        3    20      18

B League results:
Taynulit 2, St Columba’s 0; ANC 1, Park 
2;  Park 2, St Columba’s 0; Taynuilt 1, 
ANC 0; ANC 1, St Columba’s 2;  Taynuilt 
3,   Park 0.

A League results:
St Columba 3,Rapids 3; Lochnell 0, 

Rapids 0; St Columba’s 1, Lochnell 5; St 
Columba’s 2 Rapids 1; Lochnell 1, Rock-

St Columba’s 0, Lochnell 0.

Positions as of 2nd Dec
Team           P   W   L   F   A  Pts
Aulays A    3    3    0  20   7    6
Balmoral     3    1    2  13  14   2
Golf Club    2    1    1  12    6   2
Claredon     2    1    1    7   11   2
Aulays B     2   0     2    2   16   0
Competition results: Open 

Doubles Winners :- D Martin / 
C MacCallum Runners up     :- A 
MacNeil / K Carmichael
Open Singles Winner :- D Wal-

lace ( Aulays A ) Runners up :- S 
MacLennan ( Golf Club )

Oban darts league

Scottish Schools Homecoming Challenge Shield winners, Oban 
High School. 

SCHOOL SHINTY
with Lochaber picking up third 
place. 

Andrea James, Active Schools 
co-ordinator at Oban High 
School, was on hand to present 
medals to all the pupils playing 
on the day and the trophy to 
Oban captain Malcolm Clark.

The South of Scotland Schools 
Camanachd Association thanked 
all the teams for making the trip 
and also Diarmid MacMillan for 
giving up his time to referee the 
games, to Active-schools’ Jil-
lian Gibson and Andrea James 
for their help on the day and to 
Oban High School for hosting 
the event.

Oban come out on top

Primary

Oban High School Community Pitch on Sunday, 
with high winds, hail, snow, rain and sunshine all 
making an appearance.

When the football got underway the parents and 
coaches were entertained by Saints 02 and the 
youngsters of Pumas with Saints winning through 

The Pumas bounced back with a win over 
Wasps, in which Connor Moore (2) and Ross 
Campbell were the scorers.

The Pumas were also involved in the two best 
games of the day: They held on to win 2-1 against 

draw.

-

scoring through Jude Bain, who went on to claim a 
hat trick, and Cameron Clark who smashed home 

match against Jags ended goalless.

Lochnell’s Stewart MacAllister in full flow on his way to scoring a fine solo goal. 16_t49footy01

Tralee enjoyed a win against the Wasps with 
Stuart Black grabbing one of the goals but despite 
a hat trick from Ryan Henrickson against the 
All Stars they were on the wrong side of a 6-4 
scoreline, with Andy Ritchie and Beppe Lopez 
amongst their scorers. The All Stars had earlier 
been beaten by Lochnell who had a strong squad 
on the day and had Stewart MacAllister and Sean 

his range.

McLean hit three hat tricks and Hill went one bet-
ter in the match with Wasps, scoring four.

task which saw Finbar Dunn, Liam Tanno and 

scoring twice in the match against Tralee.
The youngest teams of the junior league once 

development.

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Youngsters beat the weather

West Division Two
Oban Lorne 3

Lenzie 19
OBAN Lorne’s home tie against 
rivals Lenzie descended into 
chaos after the full time whistle 
at Glencruitten when players 
from both sides became em-
broiled in a mass brawl.

First aiders had to patch up 
their players following the melee, 
which happened as the full-time 
whistle sounded.

Despite a hard game, which 
was played at a high intensity, 

A concerned Oban Lorne 
president Dee Bradbury said: 
‘Any infringements or acts of 
disorder will be subject to an 
internal investigation by the 
club.

‘There may also be further 
sanctions by the Scottish Rugby 
Union.’

Oban offered little attacking 

minutes with wingers Allan 
Wright and Fergus Matheson 

mere spectators for much of the 
game.

Oban made a good start to the 
match and seemed to be in con-
trol during most phases of play. 
Without creating any chances 
of note, the men in green were 
awarded an early penalty that 
was comfortably converted by 
Angus MacCallum to give a 3-0 
lead.

The home side were dealt a 
blow shortly after with second 
row Jamie MacMillan taken off 
injured and he was replaced by 

Connor Ferris. Lenzie started 
to get into the game and scored 
following a 5-metre scrum. 

Oban were dealt a further 
setback when prop Connor Kerr 
was taken off with an ankle 
injury. This meant that Corrie 
Louw was moved forward into 
the front row, with Andy Mac-
Dougall switching to No. 8 and 
Gary MacEwan coming into the 
game off the bench. 

Lenzie started to dominate the 
match, while Oban struggled 
with a poor scrum and were 
undone with several handling 
errors and indiscipline at the 
breakdown. The away side 
stretched their lead to 12-3 with 
another try before halftime. 

Both teams played out an un-
eventful but hard fought second 
half to the game.

Lenzie scored their third and 

through a dominating 40 min-
utes.

Oban failed to create any scor-
ing chances of note, something 
that will concern coach Corrie 
Louw. The men in green have 
now only scored 13 points in 
their last three league matches.

sitting in ninth place in West 
Division Two and welcome 
Wigtownshire to Glencruitten 

a must win game.

TWO YOUTHS from Oban 
Lorne RFC have been selected 
for representative district sides.
Angus MacCallum, aged 17, 
who plays centre/stand off for 

for the under-18 Glasgow side, 
having already represented them 
last season in the U17 squad.

Bradbury, who now attends 

Merchiston Castle School in 
Edinburgh, has been selected for 
the Edinburgh under-18 squad, 
having previously represented 
Glasgow last year.

-
sentative squads, both players 
will be in action on December 18 

Caledonia at 1pm and Edinburgh 
play the Borders at 3pm. 

Selectors will be present at 
both matches and will select the 
under-18 Scotland squad from 
the players on show. 

The under-18 Scotland squad 
play England and Wales at home 
in March and away to Ireland 
in Dublin. They will also spend 
10 days in Madrid in April at 
the FIRA European Champion-
ships.

Youths selected for district squads

SWIMMINGThompson; Hutchison Cup – Jordan 
MacKay; Achnacreebeg Trophy – Ro-

Fergus Lawson; MacKinnon Cup – Ella 
MacKechnie; McCracken Cup – Hugo 
Stahl; Tyndrum Cup – Eve Beaton; 
Bank of Scotland Cup – Jack Fletcher; 
Intermediate Shield – Fiona MacLean; 
Iona Shop Trophy – James MacIntyre; 
Gateway Cup – Emma Thompson; 

Forteith Cup – Lorna Thompson; 
Hunter Cup – Patrick MacKinnon; 
Beaver Timber Shield (girls) – Lorna 
Thompson; Beaver Timber Shield 
(boys) – Patrick MacKinnon. The new 
season will begin on January 12, 2012. 
16_t49otters01

Oban Otters hand out the prizes

TOBERMORY High School hosted 72 young 
athletes last Saturday for the Mull contest of Sports 
Hall Athletics.

Athletes from Mull Harriers, based in Bunessan, 
made up almost a third of the total entry and won 
four out of the 11 individual titles.

Abbie Catto from Bunessan Primary was argu-
ably the top athlete on the day dominating the 
under-9 age group winning all her events. 

Elana Cameron won the under-7 category for 

places in the under-7 age group with Iain MacCal-
lum winning ahead of Adrian Lawson and James 
Edmundson.

Bunessan triumphed again in the boys under-9 
contest, with Sam Burns only a half point ahead of 
Jamie MacGillvray.

Tobermory Primary dominated in both boys and 
girls contests in the under-11 category through 
Fraser Mitchell and Molly Reade.

Charlotte Peacock was under-13 champion win-

from Salen and Ross MacCrone from Tobermory 
had a close contest in the boys under-13 section, 
with Scott winning overall. Cullen McClymont, 
Craignure was the boys’ under-17 champion and 
Sian Henderson from Salen was the girls’ winner. 
Natalie McDowall, Tobermory won the under 15s.

Bunessan dominates Mull athletics

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds strong, west, south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 10ºC
Friday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds strong, north westerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 6ºC.
Weekend Sunny intervals.
Outlook Winds moderate, westerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 4ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 8, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.00 3.5 10.35 1.6 16.26 3.7 22.35    1.4
Fri  04.38 3.7 11.19 1.5 17.05 3.8         23.12   1.2
Sat  05.15 3.8 11.44 1.4 17.42       3.9        23.49    1.1
Sun  05.51 3.9 12.20 1.4 18.18       3.9         **.**      *.*
Mon  00.25 1.1 06.25 3.9 12.57 1.4 18.51     3.8
Tues  01.01 1.1 06.59 3.9 13.33 1.4 19.24     3.7
Wed  01.37 1.1 07.34 3.9 14.09 1.4 19.59     3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6
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33
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Still time to buy that wonderful 
new bed before Christmas.

Our New Showroom will also be open on 28th, 29th & 30th December

ORDER EARLY 
TO AVOID THE 
WINTER RUSH

SCOTLAND’S
INDEPENDENT
OIL SUPPLIER

Free Top Up Scheme
Interest Free Payment Plan
Fuel Collection Points
Reliable Local Service

For Delivery Throughout 
Scotland....

CALL FREE NOW ON
0800 224 224

www.highlandfuels.co.uk
Office Open from 8am Mon-Fri

Dont miss 
 NEXT WEEK
    your FREE calendar

Crew member 
airlifted to 
hospital from 
prawn boat
A CREW member was airlifted 
from a prawn boat between 
The Isle of Rum and Sleat on 
Monday after he became ill. 

Stornoway coastguard was 
contacted and tasked Mallaig 
lifeboat to attend the casualty, 
Mallaig man Donald Kennedy.

Two lifeboat crew, one 
a paramedic, boarded the 
Mallaig-owned Amethyst to 
assess Mr Kennedy, aged 59, 
and found him to be showing 
signs of disorientation.

Stornoway coastguard rescue 
helicopter was scrambled at 
12.20pm to take Mr Kennedy 
to the MacKinnon Memorial 
Hospital in Broadford.

Speaking to The Oban Times
through charge nurse Chrisann 
O’Halloran on Tuesday 
morning, Mr Kennedy said 
‘a big thank-you’ to all those 
involved in the rescue.

Ms O’Halloran said the 
patient’s condition was 
‘satisfactory’. 

Dangerous 
overhanging rock 
to be removed   
this weekend
FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland says ‘we’re ready’ to 
tackle a dangerous 250-tonne 
rock overhanging the A82 near 
Fort William.

The work will close the road 

the Corran Ferry from 10pm 
tomorrow night until 6am on 
Monday. One lane is already 
shut to allow 350 bags of 
stone and tyre bales needed to 
cushion the road during rock 
removal to be stockpiled.

Project manager Alan 
Dickerson said: ‘We are all set, 
we’re raring to go and we want 
to get the job done.’

Meanwhile, Scotland Transerv 
hopes to empty roadside gulleys 
and clean signs during the 
closure. Highland Council staff 
will carry out litter picking on 

are in place via the Corran 
Ferry.

 See ‘panto hit by road 
closure’, page 4.  

MANY parts of the west Highlands were hit 

start of the week.
After a relatively balmy November, the 

pavements treacherous.
Up to four inches of snow fell on Fort 

William and six inches in Roy Bridge, but 
coastal areas saw less. Much of Skye escaped 
the worst of the weather, with northern 
parts of the island most affected. Kyleakin 

and Sleat saw little snow. Portree Primary 
School acting head Flora MacDougall told 
The Oban Times on Tuesday: ‘It’s beautiful; 
the whole playground is covered with a 
dusting of white snow. The kids are having 
a great time. 

‘They were out making snowmen 
yesterday. It’s perfect sledging weather.’

After a small amount of snow fell on 
Monday in Plockton, there was little more 
than a thick frost the next day.

Oban Times Lochalsh correspondent 
Charlie Macrae said: ‘We didn’t get very 
much snow. There’s a bit of a covering but 
the roads are still black. 

‘There was a bit of frost this morning but 
we didn’t get any snow overnight.’

All schools remained open, but a number 
of school buses were reported to have 
problems negotiating the icy roads. Northern 
Constabulary warned motorists to take extra 
caution on roads across the region.

AN ISLE of Skye crofter’s 
environmental plan to promote 
bio-diversity on his land has won 
government cash backing. 

The money will reward 
Jock Gordon of Kilmuir for 
supporting species such as 
corncrakes, hen harrier, lapwing 
and brown hare.

His project includes increasing 
‘sanctuary’ areas for rare plants 
and animals and a corncrake-
friendly hay-mowing regime.

Mr Gordon, 42, said the £4,161 

KINLOCHLEVEN got into the festive 
spirit on Saturday when hundreds of 
people from across Lochaber enjoyed 
the 2011 Christmas Leven Festival.

The event, now in its fourth year, saw 

Santa in his freezing ice cave grotto, a 
family of reindeer and Santa’s elves. 
Music from local band The Shine, 
Christmas stalls, festive fare and a 
tombola added to the occasion.

Organiser Kay McDuff told The Oban 
Times: ‘We made over £800 on the day 
and that goes back into Christmas festi-
val funds. We are also donating money 
to the baby café in the community cen-
tre, to the country dancing and the local 
English church.’

Kay added: ‘We donated the selection 
boxes we had left to Kinlochleven Pri-
mary School’s party. It was a great day.’ 

Portree, Mallaig 
Christmas fun
PORTREE High School pupils 
are hosting a Christmas Fayre 
this Saturday.

Organised by the pupil 
council, the event will feature 
performances from the school’s 
talented musicians, Portree 
Primary School and the local 
panto group. The fayre will run 
from 11am until 4pm. 

Meanwhile, Mallaig High 
and Mallaig and Lady Lovat 
primary school pupils are to 
stage a production of ‘We Will 
Rock You’. Under director Lucy 
Hodes and choreographer Vicky 
Horn, some ‘very impressive’ 
dance routines have been 
produced. 

The show at Mallaig High 
School on December 13, 14 and 
15 starts at 7.30pm.

Pupils at Upper Achintore Primary enjoyed the snowy weather on Monday. 20_f49snow02

Sheena Mitchell and John Groundwater took their children Archie and 
Brodie to see Santa in his icy grotto at the Kinlochleven’s Ice Factor on 

Saturday. 20_f49santa01

Hundreds enjoy 
Leven Festival

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

First winter snowfall delights pupils

from the Rural Priorities agri-
environment fund was ‘a big 
boost’ to his working croft - and 
the corncrake.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
thought if we are having the 
corncrakes, we may as well do 
this properly. The birds arrived 
in May, but we had that bad gale 
and they seemed to vanish. But 
the year before we had them all 

summer – they croaked away all 
night long.

‘And we have otters living 
down at the bottom at the shore, 
hen harriers and rare orchids 
too. I think the government 
has to realise we have very 
valuable habitats here that have 
disappeared elsewhere.

‘The money will also help 
cover the cost of running the 
machines, fencing and drainage. 

more viable.’

Mr Gordon, originally from 
Balfron in Stirlingshire and a 
former craftsman at Yarrow’s 
shipyard on the Clyde, moved to 

continued in the boat repair 
business.

Now he grows oats and hay 
for fodder and potatoes for his 
family.

He said: ‘I ended up marrying 
a local girl and got into crofting 
by default. 

‘I did that through the croft 

entrance scheme, which was a 
great way of getting younger 
people into the industry.’

The Scottish Government’s 
Rural Priorities agri-environment 
fund distributed £30.5million to 
organic farm businesses across 
the country.

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard 
Lochhead said: ‘The funding 
also clearly demonstrates our 
commitment to protecting the 

inhabit Scotland’s rural areas.’

Two injured 
after budget  
cuts blackout

Corncrakes and hen harriers help crofter Jock 
land £4,000 from government bio-diversity pot

FURIOUS South Uist people 
want their street lights switched 
back on at night after two 
Lochboisdale men were injured 
in the budget cuts blackout.

Local butcher Lawrence 
Beaton and Lochboisdale Hotel 
head chef Michael MacDonald 
both fell in the pitch dark after 
attending the same party on 
November 27.

Mr Beaton, 56, sustained 
suspected fractured ribs and 
Mr MacDonald, 24, a badly 
broken ankle. Mr MacDonald is 
currently still in Western Isles 
Hospital in Stornoway awaiting 
surgery.

Western Isles Council is 
trialling a street-light switch 
off between 12am and 6am to 
save money – but Mr Beaton, 
of Kenneth Place, says the 
comhairle’s policy is dangerous. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘When I left the house it was 
raining and crossing the road I 
could not see a thing in front of 
me.

‘I had to feel my way along the 
fence and when I bumped into it 
I hurt my ribs. There’s no way it 
would have happened if all the 
lights were still on.

‘I’m not happy about it and I 
think there’s a bigger accident 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

waiting to happen. The council 
is shelling out £7,000 on a party 
in Stornoway on Hogmanay 

it’s the Sabbath the next day. 
What’s the point of that when 
they can’t even give us lights 
here after 12am?’

Lochboisdale Hotel owner 
Calum MacAulay said Mr 
MacDonald’s friends found 
him ‘hanging on to the lamp 
post’ with a shattered ankle and 
unable to walk.

He fears his key employee 
will be off work until March 
– and warns others could suffer 
a similar fate as thousands of 
exiles return for New Year.

He told The Oban Times: ‘A lot 

of visitors will be coming over 
the next few weeks and there 
could be a lot more accidents 
when they go visiting relations. 

‘If there are no lights I don’t 
think they’ll be too happy. 
They’ll wonder what’s going on 
and think ‘what a place!’ 

‘They should review the 
times they switch the lights off 
, especially at this time of year. 
Sheet ice in the dark - my God, 
its absolutely deadly.’

He added: ‘I understand the 
need to make cuts, but surely 
the lights could be timed to go 
off at 12.30am weekdays, but 
left on at weekends when there’s 
a chance people will be out and 
about late.’

A Western Isles Council 
spokesperson said: ‘In certain 
more populated areas we are 
looking at extending the lighting 
hours. This is an issue we are 
aware of.’  

A RENEWABLE energy com-

building an unauthorised chan-
nel to its hydro station which 

Irene Power Company Limited, 
which operates the Roshven Hy-
dro Scheme, redirected the Irine 
Burn at Roshven, contributing 
to the river bursting its banks in 
August 2009. 

Water and rocks blocked 
the A861 and damaged 
nearby Roshven Farm.
The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) was 
alerted by members of the public 
to work being carried out above 
the hydro scheme in April 2010. 

channel between the Irine Burn 
and an unnamed burn. 

The channel diverted the burn 
and collected surface run-off 

water into the Irine Burn, which 
allowed extra power to be gener-
ated by the hydro scheme.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard the unauthorised channel 
was poorly engineered and 
designed. 

The damage caused by the 

£459. The £900,000 scheme was 
constructed in 2008.

The company pled guilty to 
constructing an extra channel 
for extracting water from an-
other burn without authorisation 
between January 1, 2009 and 
April 28, 2010.

Flooding
Area Procurator Fiscal Tom 

Dysart said: ‘Irene Power Com-
pany carried out work which 

the surrounding area which cost 
hundreds of pounds to repair. It 
is thanks to members of public 
that this offence was brought to 
the attention of SEPA. 

‘I hope this conviction will 
serve as a warning to other com-
panies who consider by-passing 
the regulations.’

See our new feature on page 12
recommends...

Local services and trades

ALSO 

INSIDE Santa
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AN AUCTION mart trustee 
is making a public appeal for 
help after an antique piece of 
farming machinery gifted to it 
disappeared.

Efforts to track down a pedal 
powered threshing machine 
have drawn a blank after it 
went missing from Ben Nevis 
Auction Mart some time over 
the summer.

Isabel Campbell, one of six 
Lochaber Agricultural Trust 
trustees, was gifted the 100-
year old foot thresher by the 
late Alec Kennedy, a crofter 
from Blarmafoldach, near Fort 
William. After a long search, 

restorer with the skills needed 
to bring the machine back to full 
working order.

But when she took 
Abedeenshire farmer Alan 

POLICE have launched a mur-
der inquiry into the death of a 
South Uist teenager found dead 
in a derelict building in a Lewis 
township.

Liam Aitchison, aged 16, dis-
appeared on Tuesday November 
22 and his body was found in 
Steinish near Stornoway last 
Tuesday. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Kenny Anderson said a ‘major 
inquiry team’ had been set up to 
lead the investigation.

He said: ‘The response from 
the community in Stornoway to 
appeals for information has been 
very positive and I would appeal 
to anyone who may have infor-
mation in relation to this crime 
to contact the incident room at 
Stornoway Police Station. 

‘In particular, we wish to 
trace witnesses who may have 
seen three people wearing 
hooded type tops, who were 
seen walking in the Steinish vil-
lage area shortly after midnight 
on Tuesday November 22 into 
the early hours of Wednesday 
November 23.’

Liam’s family have asked any-
one with any information about 
the youngster’s death to contact 
the police. In a statement, the 
family said: ‘We would like to 
thank everyone for all the kind 
words and offers of support. 
We’d also like to thank the police 

‘Most importantly we beg you, 
if you have any information and 
have not brought it forward as 
yet we urge you - please go to 
the police. Without this help we 
can’t get peace.’

Since the summer, Liam had 
moved between Carloway on 
Lewis and his family home in 
Lochboisdale. It is believed he 
may have been living rough in 
the dilapidated building.

Anyone with any information 
should contact Stornoway Police 
Station on 01851 702222 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

A LOCHALSH toddler has 
become ‘the face’ of the 2012 
Eilean Donan Photography 
Exhibition.

Jessica Crawford was just 15 
months old when mum Lynne 
photographed her across from 
the castle on a cloudy afternoon 
in August.

The competition challenged 
photographers to produce an 
image capturing the castle’s 
standing in the local community 
in a unique way – and from 
hundreds of entries Lynne’s 
beautiful image of Jessica was 
judged the winner. 

Lynne, 34, who lives in 
Dornie, said: ‘There were some 
absolutely cracking entries from 
both professional and amateur 
photographers.’

Lynne’s mum Nina was 
delighted that little Jessica, now 
18 months, had helped show 
off her mother’s talent with a 
camera.  

Nina told The Oban Times:
‘Lynne’s doing a photography 
course online. The guy who’s 
running it really likes her stuff. 
He was quite impressed with the 
photo and has given her a bit of 
work.’

The exhibition will celebrate 
100 years since Lieutenant 
Colonel John MacRae-Gilstrap 
began to restore the castle to its 
former glory in 1911. The castle 
was re-opened in 1932 after 20 
years of hard toil.

BIG-HEARTED pupils and staff from Lochaber 
High School braved heavy showers to raise cash 
for Mary’s Meals on Friday.

Twelve members of the school’s Wee Can Club 
set up stall on Fort William High Street to sell 
homemade Christmas gifts and produce.

Pupils also made street collections and met a 
generous response from Christmas shoppers.

The money raised will go on providing locally 
sourced meals to children in countries such as 
Malawi, Haiti and tsunami-ravaged Japan. 
Backpacks full of items for use in the classroom 
and for personal hygeine will also be provided 
to pupils. The Wee Can club meets twice weekly 
at the school over lunchtime and this year chose 
Mary’s Meal’s as its target charity.

The aid organisation feeds almost 600,000 
needy children across the world, in countries 
striken by poverty, natural disasters – or both.

Learning support teachers Kirsty Mair and 
Ellen McAllister assisted the pupils.

Ms McAllister told The Oban Times: ‘The 
effort of the pupils has been inspiring. It is a 
model of community involvement and has cre-
ated a sense of thinking about others across the 
world.’

A CONTROVERSIAL carve-up 
of the Highlands into new ‘super 
constituencies’ for future UK 

‘yes’ vote in a 2014 independence 
referendum, it is being claimed.

And Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
SNP MSP Dave Thompson says the 
current row over seat boundaries 
for the Westminster poll could end 
up being meaningless.

The Boundary Commission for 
Scotland (BCS) visited Inverness 
last week to hear comments on 
creating two huge constituencies in 
the Highland Council area from the 
three existing ones.

Under the draft proposals, the 
number of Scottish MPs will fall 
from 59 to 52.

Lochaber would be spilt in two for 

and the A830 the dividing line. 
North electors would vote in the 
new Inverness and Skye seat, while 
those in the south would come 
under Argyll, Bute and Lochaber. 

Highland Council proposed 
transferring 4,040 electors in Caol 
and Corpach from the northern 
seat into the Argyll constituency to 
balance up the numbers.

Applecross and Lochcarron 
should likewise be moved from 
Inverness and Skye into the 
Caithness Sutherland and Ross and 
Cromarty, the council said.

If the BCS rejects the changes, 
the council wants the new seats’ 
names to be Argyll, Bute and 

South Lochaber, and Inverness, 
Nairn, Skye, Lochalsh and North 
Lochaber.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber Lib Dem 
MP Charles Kennedy urged BCS to 
‘reconsider’, suggesting the three 
seats currently within Highland 
Council area should be retained.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘The net 
reduction of one in our Highlands 
and Islands representation runs 
completely contrary to the stated 
aim of the review, to achieve greater 
parity and equality of constituency 
representation. By using the large 
constituency provision I fought for, 
we could retain our representation. 
I urge the Boundary Commission 
to revisit the possibility of three 
Highland seats.’

But Mr Thompson warned all the 

- could count for nothing.
He told The Oban Times: ‘The 

Boundary Commission will come 
to their conclusions by 2013 and 
any UK election after that would be 
on the new boundaries.

‘However, if the referendum 
on independence is held in 2014 
and there is a ‘yes’ vote, I expect 
negotiations for independence 
would be completed before the 
date of the next UK election in 
May 2015, in which case they [the 
UK boundaries and constituencies] 
would no longer be relevant to 
Scotland.’

January 4 2012.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Lochalsh past and future: Jessica Crawford, pictured at 15 months, with Eilean Donan Castle in the 
background Photograph: Lynne Crawford.

Gray down to the mart, the foot 
thresher could not be found.

It had been hoped the antique 
would become a popular 
attraction for local schoolchildren 
visiting the trust at An Clachan 
to learn about crofting practices 
in days gone by.

Through The Oban Times,
Ms Campbell asks anyone who 

thresher to get in touch.
She said: ‘I would like to 

know what happened to it. I was 
hoping to get it restored so the 
kids could see how the oats were 
threshed hundreds of years ago. 
It would have been good to get 
it going as a museum piece and 

Murder inquiry: Liam Aitchison.

Murder inquiry 
launched into 
teenager’s death

show them how it works. I would 
have shifted it months ago, but it 
was so heavy.

‘I have already informed the 
Kennedy family that it has gone 
missing. I was so upset about the 
whole thing.’  

Many Highland crofters relied 
on foot threshers, commonly 
manufactured in the northeast, 
to separate oats grown on in-bye 
land. 

The thresher is operated by 
a man seated on a stool and 
cycling two foot pedals, linked 
by cranks to a gear wheel, which 
spins the rotating threshing 
drum at high speed. 

Corn introduced at the front 
feeding channel and the grain 
is separated from the ears, 
dropping through to be collected 

chaff are ejected at the rear.

Wee Can Club members from Lochaber High School at their stall on High Street on Friday. 20_f49lhs01

Mart appeal 
for missing 
farm antique 

Jessica’s 
winning
smile

High school staff and pupils raise cash for Mary’s Meals

Independence ‘yes’ result would 
nullify constituency changes

RESIDENTS in Lochaber and Skye have a 
second chance to appoint local representatives in 
community council elections.

Lochaber and Glen Coe and Glen Etive both 

failed to attract enough nominees, as did 
Glendale, Broadford and Strath, Dunvegan, 
Raasay, Sleat, Skeabost and District on Skye.

The deadline for nominations is 4pm tomorrow 
(Friday).

Second chance to appoint local representatives

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for a special 
Christmastime

Lunch or Dinner

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

Closed Christmas and Boxing Day
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Friday 9th December >    Malcolm Jones
Skipinnish Ceilidh House & Calum Iain MacCorquodale

9pm till 2am £6 entry
Tuesday 13th December > Cabaireachd Abaireachd
Skipinnish Ceilidh House Gaelic chat, 

songs & tunes.
 7pm till 9pm free entry

Saturday 17th December > ZENWING PUPPETS
WINTER WONDERLAND WORKSHOP

11am – 1pm
The Story of Father Christmas

2pm – 3pm
Sunart Centre, Strontian   8pm. sunartcentre.org

Do you have an event or live music on?
Do you want your advert to be read by 

12,586 weekly readers?
Call Fiona on 01631 568000 for more information

Source Jicreg data as at 01/01/2011

FW

AUTUMN in central Lochaber was the 
wettest and warmest for years, records have 
shown.

At Achnabobane near Spean Bridge, 
amateur meteorologist Andrew Bootman 
measured an eye-watering 965mms – or 38 
inches of rainfall – over September, October 
and November.

The total – more than three feet of rain 
- was 38.3 per cent above the average since 
2002, when Mr Bootman began taking 
measurements.

Average temperature over the three months 
was 10.6C (51.5F), a full 2C (3.6F) above 
what would have been expected.

Mr Bootman picked out November as 
being particularly exceptional. In 2011 the 
average temperature was a balmy 8.8C (47.8) 
– an incredible 3.35C (6F) higher than the 
norm. By comparison, in November 2010 
mean temperatures measured 2.2C (36F), 
3.2C (6F) below average – and 6.6C (11F) 
colder than this year.

Mr Bootman told The Oban Times: ‘It 
has been very wet and very mild. However, 
looking out my window just now there’s 
snow on the Grey Corries so I think 
December will see a change – as long as it’s 
not like last year!’

THE VILLAGE shop in Roy Bridge has 
been put up for sale as the owners plan a 
move away from the area.

Raymond and Lorna Weir, originally from 
East Kilbride, bought Roy Bridge Stores 
four years ago and told The Oban Times
they were considering moving back to the 
central belt.

Mr Weir said: ‘We’re looking at long-term 
possibly moving to be closer to family so 
we’ve put the shop on the market to see what 
happens. Until then it’s business as usual. 
We’re in no rush to sell.’

Mr Weir also said they wanted the business 
to continue as a shop after any sale. He said: 
‘We’ve done a lot of work and spent a lot of 
money on it and we’ve got a lot of positive 
feedback from the public. We’re very keen to 
see the work we’ve done continued on. The 
shop is vital for the village.’

Local priest Father Tom Wynne said: ‘It 
is the ardent wish of most people that who-
ever buys the shop, the village will continue 

and kindness that it has experienced over the 
years since Raymond bought the business.’

Cow rescued     
from bog
AN UNFORTUNATE west 
Ardnamurchan cow had to be 
rescued after getting stuck in a 
bog during stormy weather last 
week.

Local resident Janice Rodger 
raised the alarm and Hughie 
MacLachlan was able to rescue 
his animal with help from his 
brother Titch, his sisters Rosie 
and Nan and a small digger.

THIS weekend’s A82 closure has 
been called ‘unfortunate’ by the 
director of a Fort William panto 
which could see attendance 

Lochaber Showstoppers 
director Clare Brewer told The 
Oban Times they were expecting 
the closure to have an impact on 
the number of people from south 
Lochaber attending the show.

‘A Christmas Carol’ starts 
tonight (Thursday), with further 
performances on Friday and 
Saturday evening and a matinee 
on Saturday.

Ms Brewer said: ‘It’s 
unfortunate. We plan things 
a year in advance so we had 
no idea this would happen. 

Pupils at Lochyside RC Primary finished up their class project on Malawi with a day of sporting activity and a competition to design 
their own trainers. The children were allowed to wear their own trainers to school in exchange for a £1 donation to the newly-formed 

‘Rights Respecting Schools Group’ charity. The money raised will go towards training people in Malawi with work skills such as 
joinery, plumbing and painting.

Countryfile star 
guest speaker 
at Fort William 
fundraiser
ADAM Henson, TV star of 

is coming to Fort William on 
Friday May 11 2012 to be the 
guest speaker at a fundraising 
dinner being organised by 
Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust. 

The event will be held in Caol 
Community Centre and will 

ceilidh dance. 
Local school children will 

have the opportunity to meet 
Adam in the Rural Education 
Centre at An Clachan in the 
afternoon between 2pm and 
4pm. For further information on 
tickets contact Isabel or Linda 
on 01397 703819. Corporate 
tables are welcome.

City campus       
cash boost
INVERNESS College UHI has 
been given the green light to 
invest nearly £51million in a 
state-of-the-art campus for the 
city.

Support from the Scottish 
Funding Council will bring 
together students and staff 
currently at the college’s Long-
man and Midmills campuses 
to a new site at Beechwood, 

institution’s estate.
Education secretary Michael 

Russell said the new campus 
would provide ‘considerable 

students and the local economy.

THE WEST Highlands public 
is being invited to submit 
comments on Highland Council’s 
second Gaelic Language Plan for 
2012-16.

The Gaelic committee appeal 
follows public meetings at 
eight venues across the region, 
including Portree, Fort William 
and Dingwall.

Chairman Hamish Fraser 

P4 pupil Heather Nicolson celebrates with her Lady Lovat Primary schoolmates after she saw her design being made into a Christmas 
card at the printers for Lochaber Housing Association. Heather’s winter scene was picked as the best of dozens of entries from 

Lochaber primary schools and will feature on cards being sent out to more than 600 tenants. Heather was presented with a framed 
copy of her design and a gift by LHA staff members Irene Christie and Alistair Kennedy.   Heather said: ‘My prizes were super. My 

picture is up on my living room wall so that everyone can see it.’ Chief Executive Blair Allan thanked all the schools who took part and 
especially thanked Printsmith for welcoming the children into their workshop.

Panto hit by 
road closure        

We’ve already had a few people 
phoning to ask us what the times 
are for the show. 

‘We’re advising people to come 
along on the Thursday night. 
The Friday and Saturday nights 
will mean a long trip for people, 
although we do have a matinee 
on Saturday afternoon.’

She added: ‘Ballachulish 
hastits own panto on Saturday 
and we’re happy to share our 
audience with them. Hopefully 
the people in Fort William will 
come out and support us.’

Meanwhile, Stagecoach 

service between Fort William 
and Kinlochleven will not run 
during the works.

The last 44 bus service from 
Fort William to Kinlochleven 
will be at 8pm tomorrow 
(Friday)   December 9 and from 
Kinlochleven to Fort William 
at 8.55pm. The road is due to 
re-open on Monday, with the 

at 6.34am and Kinlochleven at 
7.33am. Steve Walker, managing 
director of Stagecoach in the 
Highlands, said: ‘We apologise 
for any inconvenience caused 
by this closure, which is outwith 
Stagecoach’s control.’

Forestry Commission Scotland 
will remove a 250-tonne 
overhanging rock one mile north 
of Corran Ferry between 10pm 
on Friday and 6am Monday.

Lady Lovat pupil designs winning Christmas card

Sports day marks end of Lochyside Malawi project

Roy Bridge village shop for sale

Group expects work will have 
impact on audience numbers 

Wet and warm 
autumn

thanked those who attended and 
urged anyone unable to attend 
the meetings to make their views 
known by 5pm on Wednesday 
January 4, the closing date for 
the consultation.

Committee

to the Gaelic committee on 
March 8. 

The full Highland Council will 

5 before submitting it to Bòrd na 

Comments can be made 
online at the council’s website 
at www.highland.gov.uk/
gaeliclanguageplan by e-mail 
to gaelic@highland.gov.uk or 
by post to Gaelic Development 
Manager, The Highland Council, 
Town House, Inverness, IV1 IJJ.

Police appeal 
for witnesses to   
three car collision 
on Skye

Have your say on Gaelic Language Plan

Bid to ensure fair share of national jobs
POLICE in Skye are continuing 
to appeal for witnesses to a road 

Rigg, Isle of Skye, on Friday. 
The accident, which occurred 

around 12.30pm, involved 
three vehicles and saw two 
people being taken to the Dr 
MacKinnon Memorial Hospital 
in Broadford for treatment. 

PC Dan Goodwin told The 
Oban Times: ‘There was 
substantial damage to two of the 
vehicles.’ 

Contact Portree Police Station 
on 01478 612888.

PLANS have been lodged with Highland 
Council for seven holiday cottages and 
a manager’s house/holiday cottage in a 
remote Lochaber glen.

Mr J P Mainardi, of Inverskilavulin, 

Glenloy, wants to build the development on 
a former reservoir site 560ms southwest of 
Inverskilavulin, near Banavie.

Agents are D Kelly Design, of High 
Street, Fort William.

HIGHLAND Council has wel-
comed Scottish and Southern 
Energy plans to set up a new 
Scotland Sustainable Energy 
Fund that could be worth more 
than £90 million over 25 years.

The Highlands stand to gain 
-
-

tion capacity from wind turbines 
installed should rise from from 
£2,500 per annum to £5,000. 

More good news is that the 
fund will be available for 

A MOVE for a concerted cam-
paign to ensure the Highlands 
claims its share of jobs from 
Scotland’s new national emer-
gency services is underway.

The unity call came in a let-
ter from Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch MSP Dave Thompson 
to Highland, Orkney, Shetland 
and Western Isles councils chief 
executives and coveners of the 

-
ing the area.

Mr Thompson suggests a meet-
ing to agree a collective strategy 
on making a bid for the north to 

Plans lodged for holiday cottages on former reservoir

organisations promoting skills 
development, community energy 
schemes and improving the built 
and natural environment. 

Council leader Michael Foxley 
said: ‘This is very welcome news 
indeed. We have consistently 
argued for a minimum of £5,000 
per annum for each megawatt of 
generation capacity and the set-

recognises this threshold. 
‘We are also pleased that SSE 

are willing to sit down with key 

stakeholders, such as the council, 

the fund is distributed with the 

for local communities, enhanc-
ing the skills of local workers, 
through training, creating jobs 
and seeing real improvements to 
the fabric of our local communi-
ties.’

The commitment will cover 
all new onshore wind farms 
constructed in Scotland from 
January 1 2012. 

Council welcomes new energy fund

host some backroom functions 
of the new single Scottish police 

Mr Thompson said: ‘We must 
guard against an assumption 

for the new national police and 

from the HQ in Tulliallan.It is 
important that we get organised 
quickly to allow us the best 
chance to submit a successful 
bid for some of this work to be 
carried out in the Highlands and 
Islands.  After all, if the new 
national services are launched 

with this work already happen-
ing elsewhere, it would be far 

for them to be relocated. That 
is why it is so important that we 
have an early united and coher-
ent approach to presenting a case 
for these functions to be spread 
around Scotland.’

Justice Secretary Kenny Ma-
cAskill pledged in parliament 
that jobs in human resources, 

-
mation and communications 
technology could be spread 
around Scotland.
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STRIKING Lochaber public sector workers are hoping 
last week’s mass walk-out will force the UK Government 
to ‘show some sense’ over pension reforms.

Union members took to the streets of Fort William last 
week as part of nationwide protests against proposals 
which would see workers more than ten years short of 
pensionable age working longer, contributing more and, 
potentially, receiving less when they retire.

Pickets were on duty outside Lochaber High School, 
Belford Hospital, the council’s TEC Services depot at 
Carr’s Corner and Lochaber Leisure Centre.

A Unison Scotland spokesperson told The Oban 
Times: ‘There is no more strike action planned at the 
moment. We hope that the strength of feeling shown last 
Wednesday will be enough to persuade the government 
to show some sense and stop trying to make public sector 
workers pay what is in effect an extra tax through their 
pensions to bail out the banks. We urge the government 
to enter serious negotiations.’

A group of around 40 striking workers met outside 

the High Street and along the A82 bypass, attracting 

During the strike, all schools across the Highlands 
were closed, routine operations at Belford Hospital and 
Broadford Hospital were postponed and the Corran Ferry 
did not run. Council service points at Broadford, Kyle, 
Portree and Fort William were all closed for the day and 
refuse collections in Lochaber and Skye were cancelled. 
Lochaber Leisure Centre was open for a short time in 
the afternoon and Fort William’s Montrose Centre for 
adults with learning disabilities was also open.

FIRST-TIME drink drivers 

taken away for sale or destroyed 
under a tough new forfeiture 
scheme. 

That’s the uncompromising 
message from Northern 
Constabulary as its four-week 
festive safety campaign got 
underway on Monday. 

Since 2009, police have had 

a warrant issued by the court 
for drivers caught drink or 
drug driving for a second or 
subsequent time.

found to be more than three 
times the legal limit, and those 
refusing to provide a sample 
for analysis without reasonable 
excuse, also risk having their 
vehicles sold or scrapped. A 
criminal record, a substantial 

will be automatic.
The move, part of the 

Association of the Chief Police 

crackdown, will be backed up by 
increased patrols. 

Head of the force’s road 

A LORRY driver who hit a 
trailer while making his way 
through roadworks in Rannoch 
Moor and left the scene without 
exchanging details has been 

points.
Prosecutor Alison Wylie told 

Fort William Sheriff Court 
Wishaw man Peter Flannery 
was stopped on the A82 at White 

lights and, after waiting around 

on. Flannery clipped the back of 
the trailer he was trying to pass 
and was stopped by a workman, 

A CAOL learner driver has been banned 
from obtaining a full licence for six months 
after driving a car alone and without the 
owner’s knowledge.

Craig Tolmie, of 48 Camesky Road, pled 

guilty to taking the car without the owner’s 
consent from Torlundy Road on November 

Torlundy Road and North Road, without 

‘L’ plates.

unpaid work, Sheriff David Hall said: ‘This 
was a stupid thing for you to do.’

THERE were no winners again in the Fort William FC lotto draw 

this week.

THE PARENTS of a Lochaber 
toddler who died from cancer 
have made an emotional return 
to the hospital where he fought 
for life.

Corpach couple Allan and 
Tanya Ross visited the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children 
in Edinburgh at the weekend 
to make a special Christmas 
delivery of gifts from their 
charity, STAR for Harris.

Five television/DVD combos, 
electronic reading materials, 
games consoles and music 
resources were donated to make 
life for children undergoing long 
and punishing chemotherapy 
a little more bearable. And a 
weekly music therapy iniative, 
also funded by the charity, is 
scheduled to start in January for 

TIME AND tide wait for no 
man, English chronicler Chaucer 
wrote – now a Knoydart resident 

proverb to the test.

herself in exactly the same place 
on the beach outside her Inverie 
home, at exactly the same time 
every day for a year.

The demanding schedule for 
Stay the Same, 

means Sam can’t leave home for 

This weekend she’ll risk a 
shopping trip to Fort William 
– but only if sea conditions allow 
the return ferry trip to Mallaig.

on the summer solstice this 

minutes of silent footage on June 

‘a bit more experimental than I 
am used to’.

She told The Oban Times:
‘So far there’s been nothing 
so important that I can’t work 
around – if you are going to do 
something like this, you can’t do 
it by halves.

‘Obviously, if I needed to go to 
hospital or if a family member 
got sick I would have to leave 
– and if I started going bonkers I 
would stop.

‘I stand in silence for ten 
minutes every day in all weathers, 
sometimes it’s really windy. It is 
about our relationship with time, 
nature and place - people want 
to live a faster and faster pace 
of life and yet at the same time 
want to slow down the aging 
process.

minutes long – some days 

Workers in Fort William showed their anger with government plans for public sector pensions. 20_f49strike01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

NHS PHYSIOTHERAPIST Samantha Arch was 
among those taking part in Wednesday’s protests. Ms 
Arch, who is based at Fort William Health Centre at 
Camaghael, said the new pension deal would leave her 
working later and receiving a smaller pay out.

She said: ‘They are asking me to contribute more 
and more to my pension and retire even later. They are 

and they are affected more by this. Most of them will 
have taken career breaks or would have worked part 
time for a period, and that means they’ve paid less into 
their pensions.’

oncology patients on the ward 
and at an associated drop-in 
centre.  Tanya told The Oban 
Times: ‘When Harris was on 
the ward, he continued to meet 
milestones even though he 
was so ill and undergoing such 
gruelling treatment. We credit 
this partly to the many toys and 
resources we had for him so 
this inspired us to use some of 
the money raised for ‘STAR for 
Harris’ to provide a range of toys 
and activities for children being 
treated for cancer right now.

‘The televisions are a necessity 
on an oncology ward where 
many children are attached to 
various drips and infusions 

Christmas gift: Allan and Tanya Ross present nurses Donna and Rachel with the children’s resources.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Gifts bring cheer 
to toddler’s ward

and therefore unable to wander 
around freely or are simply too 
ill to leave their bed.

‘We were delighted as we 
were met on the ward by two 
of Harris’s favourite nurses 
- Donna and Rachel.’ She added: 
‘We also have a delivery of a 
television/DVD combo and 
a wide range of DVDs being 
delivered to Clic Villa this week 
by Harris’s friend and ward 
buddy, Victoria, aged four. She 

leukaemia.
‘Clic Villa is the Clic Sargent 

house where we stayed with 

in Edinburgh, so was our city 
home.’

The charity has also started 
funding similar resources for 

Stephen Carruthers: unhappy at government 
proposals. 20_f49strike03

LOCHABER High School English teacher Stephen 

the UK government’s pensions reform package.  
Mr Carruthers warned the new proposals could 

adversely affect schools.
He told The Oban Times: ‘I’m here because the 

government’s cuts in education are already starting to 
have an affect on pupils in Lochaber. The new pension 

teachers in future. 

contributions and receiving considerably less, as well as 

Sam Firth: filming every day on the shore at Inverie. Photograph by 
Jim Manthorpe.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

might only have a few seconds. 
Hopefully you will see the tide 
going out and coming back and 
the light changing through the 
seasons.’

Stay the Same is Sam’s third 

ID, which won several awards 
internationally. 

Reaction to the UK Film 
Council and Creative Scotland-

been one of the most interesting 
things about it. 

‘People are used to me being 
off the wall already, but everyone 

is,’ she said.
‘I have had strangers tell me 

how they feel about aging and 
death and I am pretty sure most 
of the locals think I am bonkers. 

‘A lot of my friends are worried 

but on a day to day basis I am 

She added: ‘I think in your late 
thirties you become increasingly 
aware of your own aging and the 
limitations of time, especially as 
a woman. Up until recently I was 
living like I had forever - which 
of course none of us do.’

Sam is not the only one 
working on the theme - she has 
found the local postie’s dad has 
been taking photos of the same 
gate every week for more than 
20 years.

Mallaig Primary School next 

sure she is back home in time to 

Samantha Arch: pensions ‘not gold-plated’. 20_f49strike02

Police get tough 
on drink drivers

Mass walk-out of 
Lochaber public 
service workers 

but drove off after discussions 
became ‘heated’.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said his client had been told he 
could move on by a workman and 
was ‘unaware’ of any collision at 
the time.

Drive, Coltness, pled guilty 
to driving without due care 
and attention, colliding with a 

on June 9. 

leaving the scene of an accident 
without giving his details.

for hitting trailer children going into isolation– 
their most intense cycle of 
chemotherapy. 

boy called Gregor who is about 
to go through a bone marrow 
transplant at Yorkhill Hospital, 
Glasgow,’ said Tanya.

Harris died last year from 
an aggressive brain tumour 

(Supporting Treatment and 
Awareness Raising) highlights 
the vital need for early diagnosis 
of life-threatening cancers in 
young children and helps fund 
treatment.

The charity has already gifted 

nav’ instrumentation used in 
brain surgery to the RHSCE.

policing unit Inspector Derek 
Paterson issued a stark warning 
to persistent and high tariff 
offenders.

He said: ‘On conviction their 
vehicle is forfeited, then sold 
or destroyed. It is hoped the 
added consequences will act as a 
deterrent and further discourage 
those intending to drive whilst 

drugs. And in a new move this 
year we will be carrying out 
static checks on roads morning, 
noon and night and therefore the 
likelihood and consequences of 
getting caught has never been 
higher.

‘I would therefore ask members 
of the public to report those who 

or drugs irrespective or whether 
they are family, friends or work 
colleagues. They are all risking 
lives and we will deal robustly 
with anyone committing such a 
serious offence.’

He added: ‘Our communities 

concern and this is clear to us 
given the support we receive.’

Lotto jackpot rises to £1,100
Learner driver banned from obtaining full licence for six months

Newsdesk 01397 703003

Unusual film 
about time puts 
ancient proverb 
to the test

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
For Your Christmas Gift Inspiration

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
26a St Vincent Crescent, Glasgow G3 8LH

0141 225 8181
Email: info@mulberrybankauctions.com

Antiques and Fine Art Sale
Including a selection of Rare and 
Collectable Whisky & Wine

Saturday 10th December at 10am
Viewing Thursday 9am - 7pm and Friday 9am - 5pm

Over 600 lots including outstanding 
jewellery, silver and objet d’art, ceramics, 
interesting collectables including East 
Asian works of art, pictures and furniture

For Christmas ideas browse our fully illustrated 
catalogue on line at www.mulberrybankauctions.com
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We wish a Merry 
Christmas and a 

prosperous 2012 to 
all of our customers. 

Thank you for all your 
support. 

For online sales: 
www.isleofmullscallops.com 

For account customers: 
01688 302776 

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

BRIQUETTES - rapid, reliable heat

The quick way to warm a cold house

01631 563271
We also supply bagged wood pellets

West Highland Housing Association & Argyll 
College have new opportunities for you

• Are you unemployed?
• Are you facing the challenge of coming off incapacity benefits?
• Are you at a turning point in your life?
• Or do you just want to learn something new?

ITea & BISCUITS
Oban, Islay and Dunbeg

basic computing skills
photo storage and management

composing letters and emails
searching the Internet

(particularly suited for older people 
but all welcome!)

(subject to funding)

TASTE OF 
THE FUTURE

Oban
choose from 4 subjects

(all include STEPS to confidence classes & sessions 
based in real-life environment)

Argyll College: 01631 559 509
(Jen McFadyen)

or WHHA (Kat Higgins): 01631 566 451

Interested? 
Please contact:

Note that the ITea&Biscuits course is being 
delivered in Oban, Islay and Dunbeg; Taster of 
the Future  courses being delivered in Oban only

• CHILD CARE • CATERING •
• HAIRDRESSING• 
• HORTICULTURE• 

Oban (Argyll College) • Dunbeg • Islay (Argyll College Learning Centre)

Free informal introduction courses in a social and 
supportive environment starting late January 2012 
running for 10 weeks (4 hours a week)

• confidence 
building

• guaranteed 
interview to 
mainstream 
courses

• no exams
• childcare costs and 

special transport 
needs covered

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

It pays to advertise in the Oban Times

A FINAL planned closure on 
the Connel Bridge takes place 
this evening, Thursday, 10pm 
to 6am. 

Scotland TranServ said the 
work is progressing well and to 
schedule. Engineers have been 
making arrangements to allow 
escorted access on foot for those 
who need to cross the bridge to 
reach work from 5am. 

A spokesman said: ‘We are 
grateful to the public for their 
patience and understanding.’

Just as one set of works is 
completed, another begins, 
with a full closure of the A82 
north of Corran Ferry between 
Friday, December 9 at 8pm 
and Monday, December 12 at 
6am while a dangerous rock is 
removed.  

Final link in Connel 
Bridge works

Barra’s 
marine areas 
row escalates
SNH refute councillor’s claims 
of chairman’s impropriety

Mr Thin does not 
own a property 
on the Isle of 
Barra.
spokesperson for 
Scottish Natural 
Heritage

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Steven Flanagan

Tarbert claims Transport Scotland 
ignores village road safety concerns
TARBERT and Skipness Com-
munity Council is calling for 
an independent inquiry into 
Transport Scotland’s response 
to road safety concerns.

The call comes after the com-
munity council said it could 
no longer have ‘constructive 
dialogue’ with the area manager 
of the national roads authority.

Writing to Keith Brown, 
minister for transport and 
infrastructure, the group called 
for an inquiry and set out a list 
of concerns about the A83 trunk 
road.

Bob Chicken, chairman of the 
group’s roads committee, said 
the road was a threat to ‘life and 
limb’ for both pedestrians and 
motorists alike.

He said: ‘The A83 in Tarbert 
is characterised by its steepness, 
sharp bend, complex junction 
and narrowness - two trucks 
cannot pass unless one goes 
onto the sole, narrow pavement. 
This, as well as increasingly 
heavy HGV usage, has led this 
stretch of road to become, in 
our opinion, a real hazard.’

Mr Chicken said despite 

measures, Transport Scotland 
has refused to take action.

He added:‘They never seem 
to offer solutions; they can only 
offer refusals. We have seen 
other communities with a less 

-
ing measures get them installed. 
For this reason we believe that 
we have reached the end of the 
road with Transport Scotland 
and call upon the minister to 
appoint an independent person 
or body to look into Transport 
Scotland’s response to our road 

safety concerns.’
As The Oban Times went to 

press Keith Brown’s response 

However, a spokeswoman for 
Transport Scotland said: ‘We 
take seriously our responsibili-
ties in managing and maintain-
ing the trunk road network, not 
least this stretch of the A83. We 
are, as always, ready to work 
with local communities to ad-
dress their concerns. However it 
is not always possible to action 
requests due to feasibility, suit-
ability and budget.’

THE chairman of Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) is facing 
criticism over moves to impose 
environmental designations on 
Barra and claims that he did not 
declare a vested interest.

‘Tough questions’
Island councillor Donald 

Manford told The Oban Times 
that Andrew Thin has tough 
questions to answer after he 
personally took an interest 
in attempting to impose the 
controversial Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) status on 
two marine areas off the east 
coast of the island - Sound of 
Barra and East Mingulay - de-
spite a suggestion that he owns 
a holiday home there.

Mr Manford believes Mr 
Thin’s participation was im-
proper, given the designations 
could have a major impact on 
any building work, particularly 
the development of possible re-
newable energy sources such as 
wind turbines.  

The SNP councillor has now 
written to Mr Thin - who has 
regularly visited the island 
property for years - asking him 
to explain his actions.

Mr Thin’s apparent personal 
involvement was revealed as a 
result of freedom of information 
(FOI) requests by campaign 
group, Southern Hebrides 
Against Marine Environmental 
Designations (SHAMED).

Allegations refuted
However, SNH strongly refute 

any allegations of impropriety, 
stressing that the Bruernish holi-
day home is actually owned by 
Mr Thin’s brother and two other 
parties. 

The development comes just 
as the island’s local authority, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, con-
siders a report recommending the 

council oppose the designations, 
due to questionable environmen-

economic impact.
Mr Manford said: ‘One of the 

striking things that has come out 
in the FOI is the personal interest 
Mr Thin has taken. 

‘That seems to have spurred 
a lot of interest from SNH in 
designating these sites. 

‘These designations would 
most drastically have an impact 
on the east of the island and in 

particular affect the possibility 
for renewable energy develop-
ments there. Andrew Thin owns 
a property in the area. 

‘I have written to him to ask 
if he thinks it is reasonable to 
declare an interest and why he 
didn’t in this context.’

From its headquarters in 
Inverness, a Scottish Natural 
Heritage spokesperson told The 
Oban Times it was not possible 
to speak directly to Mr Thin, but 
stated there has been no wrong-
doing. 

The spokesperson said: ‘Our 
chairman has not been involved 
in decision-making with respect 

provided to the Scottish Govern-
ment in relation to a possible 
SAC in the Sound of Barra. 

‘As with any similar contro-
versial issue, however, he has 
kept himself fully informed on 
the issues involved in order to 
be in a position to brief Scottish 
Ministers as required in his role 
as SNH chair.

‘Mr Thin does not own a prop-
erty on the Isle of Barra. 

‘He does holiday there from 
time to time in a property con-
trolled by his brother and two 
non-family members. 

‘This is, as you would expect, 
declared in his register of inter-
ests.’

Meanwhile, the SHAMED 
group have taken issue with 
another comment divulged 
under FOI requests from a 
senior manager, which they say 
suggests designations should not 
be postponed because she had 
worked on them for two years.

SNH said: ‘It is unfair to single 
out individual staff for com-
ments they have made without 
SHAMED being aware of the 
full context.’

Councillor Donald Manford
Celebrity stylist Gok Wan would be in his element sorting out Oban’s two ugly sisters, Michael Wall, left, and Roddy MacEachen, who 
were attempting to impress their Prince Charming during Spotlight Musical Theatre’s production of Cinderella. Louisa Hyde was the 
three-in-one producer, director and choreographer of the pantomime, which attracted more than 1,600 people over three days last 
week at the Corran Halls. The traditional panto – one of the best attended Spotlight pantomimes ever – also featured a comic cameo 

from Councillor Roddy McCuish, who re-enacted his apology from the ill-fated ‘Obang’ fireworks display.

Cinderella’s ugly sisters take fashion to the limit

TRAFFIC in and out of Argyll 
almost came to stand still on 
Tuesday after road closures 
on the A83 and the designated 
diversion route, the A819.

The A819 Inveraray to Dal-
mally road is the diversion route 

and Glasgow, after a landslide 
at the Rest and Be Thankful 
closed the A83 outwith daylight 
hours. But the diversion was 
closed on Tuesday afternoon 
as engineers battled to retrieve 
a loaded water tanker which 
overturned.

Working for four hours to get 
the tanker upright, the engineers 
narrowly managed to clear the 
key transport route before the 
A83 closed for the night.

Overturned tanker 
shuts A83 diversion

Marina sale looks 
‘very encouraging’
OBAN Marina Ltd could be in 
the hands of new owners early 
in the New Year, after ‘very 
encouraging’ interest from 
potential buyers. 

Kerrera was handed over to 
administrators last month after 

company Shawland Develop-
ments Ltd.  

Last week a closing date of 
December 20 was set by estate 
agents Graham and Sibbald, 
and already several formal 
expressions of interest have 
been received. 

A YOUNG chess master 
from Oban has been 
selected to represent his 
country for the third time 
for a home nations compe-
tition.

Liam Richmond, aged 
nine, of Rockfield Primary 
School has had strong 

Chess master 
- aged nine is Student of 

the Year
of the class after being 
named Scotland’s Colleges 

hands full at home, but al-
-

a training salon, Arlene 

-

I would not have been able 

mum, but I had forgotten 
who I was – now I’ve found 
out who I am again and 

Arlene stood out for the 

Level 3 and giving her 

Rena MacDonald, cur-
riculum manger, said she 

an ideal student should 

interested in others as well 

results in recent Chess 
Scotland Junior Congress 
competitions and will 
now represent Scotland at 
under-12 level.

Annual Liverpool 
Quadrangular 
Tournament

The youngster will travel 
to Liverpool this weekend 
to compete in the annual 
Liverpool Quadrangular 
Tournament against teams 
from Wales and the North 
and South of England.

Scotland will also enter 
teams in the under-14 and 
under-16 sections and to 
add to the excitement of 
playing for their country, 
the squads have been told 
they will be accompanied 
by Grandmaster Matthew 
Turner, who will be their 
coach for the weekend.
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Six-and-a-half per cent ferry fare increases hit islands without RET Cement mixer 
stolen in Dalmally

TV cameras make 
tracks for Argyll

Appin crash charge

ARGYLL is at the heart of 
BBC Television’s Country 
Tracks programme this coming 
Sunday when presenter Joe 
Crowley visits one of Scotland’s 

Armaddy Castle, south of Oban, 
and meets today’s longbow 
archers who still use the natural 
landscape to full advantage. 

The programme also explores 
the West Highland Way as it 
travels through Glencoe and Joe 
Crowley will test both his skill 
and nerve as he kayaks through 
the turbulent waters of the Falls 
of Lora, as Loch Etive tumbles 
out into the Firth of Lorne. 

The programme will be 
broadcast on Sunday, December 
11, at 11am.

AN OBAN cancer surgeon 
risks being struck off after be-
ing jailed for a £25,000 house 
insurance scam.

Ramesh Gupta, aged 50, was 
this week locked up for nine 
months following his convic-
tion at Glasgow Sheriff Court 
for attempted fraud.

Gupta is already suspended 
from Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban in relation to other 
matters.

The surgeon had taken out a 

policy two days after a burst 
-

ary last year. He then made a 
bogus claim for the damage, 
which had also spread to his 
neighbour’s property.

Sheriff Nigel Ross told the 
shamed £100,000-a-year medic 
that a prison term was the only 
appropriate sentence. 

A trial in September heard 
how a leak occurred at Gupta’s 
home in the city’s Titwood 
Road, Crossmyloof, on January 

11 last year.
Gupta - who owns a string of 

properties - then took out insur-
ance before making a claim 
a month later pretending the 
incident had just happened.

Craig and Caroline McKirdy 
– neighbours affected by 

date when the leak occurred.
Gupta claimed he had never 
tried to make a claim, but had 
just ‘alerted’ the insurance 
company to the leak.

Gupta was represented by top 
QC Gordon Jackson when he 
returned to the dock this week.

The lawyer said there was ‘a 
degree of family pressures and 

bid. Adding: ‘There are a large 
number of references from his 
medical background and they 
all speak highly of him. 

‘My understanding is that he 
will pay an enormous price for 
what he has done in terms of his 
professional career.’ 

Oban surgeon 
jailed after 
insurance scam
Nine-month jail sentence follows £25,000 attempted fraud 

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a concrete mixer 
was stolen from a building site 
in Dalmally.

The orange Belle cement 
mixer, which has a Honda 
engine, was taken sometime 
between November 12-30.  

Anyone with information 
should contact constable Iain 
Young through Oban Police 

A MAN has been charged with 
driving without due care and 
attention in connection with a 
collision which occurred near 
Appin last week.

The 40 year old allegedly col-
lided with a wall near Creagan 
Bridge.

Traffic officers will be performing random spot checks throughout Oban and Argyll during their 
winter safety campaign. 15_t49police1

First offenders’ cars will 
be forfeited warns police

Auction aims to aid widow and children at Christmas

DRINK and drug drivers in 
Argyll and Bute face having 

offence as police launch their 
zero-tolerance festive road 
safety campaign.

stopping cars on roads through-
out the county from Monday as 
they aim to reduce the shocking 
statistics that show one in seven 
fatal accidents are caused by a 
driver who is under chemical 

Many of those can be ‘next 
morning’ drivers, but police 
say they won’t be taking any 
excuses if they catch someone 
putting at risk the lives of other 
road users or pedestrians.

Oban’s Chief Inspector Brian 

Auld said: ‘This year we’ve 
extended the vehicle forfeiture 

who are either three times over 
the drink drive limit or for those 
who refuse to provide a sample.

‘This is because there are still 

‘We would hope people would 
think twice about drink driving 
because of the human impact, 
about the risk, harm and impact 
they can have on other members 
of the public and themselves. Of 
course, we hope the possibility 
of forfeiture acts as an extra 
deterrent.’

With nearly a repeat offender 
caught in Scotland every day 
for the last two years, they won’t 

escape the gaze of the police.
‘In the last two years, 702 

repeat offenders have been 
caught throughout Scotland.  
In that time, 155 vehicles have 
been forfeited, with a further 18 
orders pending,’ Inspector Auld 
said.

‘With that in mind, repeat 
offenders will face forfeiture in 
the same way. We want to make 
our roads safer.’

Motorists will also be required 
to show that their vehicles 
are road worthy, with checks 
on tyres, lights and mirrors 
performed when a vehicles is 
stopped.

The winter safety campaign 
will run until January 3 next 
year.

AN OBAN woman admitted lead-
ing police on a dramatic car chase 
through the town and over Connel 
Bridge when she appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Appearing from custody, Charlene 

just after midnight on December 3, 
starting on the A85 at Corran Espla-
nade, Oban when she failed to stop for 
police.

She further admitted driving 
between Oban, Connel and the A828 
between Connel and Ledaig without 
headlights, repeatedly crossing to the 
opposing carriageway and causing 
other drivers to take evasive action.

MacDonald continued to drive 
despite the her vehicle losing a tyre 
after repeatedly hitting the verge. 

Police deployed a spiked stop-strip 
in a bid to stop MacDonald’s car at the 
junction between the A85 and A828 
but she continued to drive on the 

MacDonald further admitted failing 
to provide breath specimens and com-
mitting all the offences while on bail.

Sentence has been deferred until 
December 13 to debate the full seizure 
of the vehicle, but an interim seizure 

Crilley successfully argued forfeiture 
of the vehicle was a valid part of the 
potential punishment.

‘Stop-strip’ fails to 
halt runaway driver 
in six-mile car chase
Car loses tyre as driver tries to escape

A MOTHER of two, who lost her partner and her 
home this year, will receive a special Christmas 
gift from friends this year.

Michelle Donn’s partner, shepherd James 
Steele, died in August this year after falling on 
Ben Cruachan while gathering sheep on the hill.

Then came another bombshell as Michelle and 

their home in Lochawe, which was tied into her 
husband’s job.

Driven by a desire to help the family this Christ-
mas, friend of the family Derek Dempster, and 
his colleague Deborah Wyton, have organised a 

in the Corran Halls next Saturday (December 17) 
between 1 – 4pm. There will be performances 
from Taynuilt Gaelic Choir, Taynuilt Swing 
Band and the Lush Puppies, added to craft stalls 
and children’s activities in the hall. Among 
numerous lots are a signed Celtic football and a 
signed Honda touring car team shirt.

Derek is overwhelmed by public support. He 
added: ‘This fundraiser won’t bring James back 

family.’ Anyone wishing to pledge prizes or 
Derek Dempster with some of the auction prizes on offer at the charity fundraiser. 16_t49auction01

FERRY fares will increase by 

only for those islands not in-
cluded in the Roads Equivalent 
Tariff (RET) scheme.

Local authorities were last 
-

tion increase for all Caledonian 

MacBrayne (CalMac) routes 
throughout the Clyde and 
Hebrides, as well as NorthLink 
ferry connections to Orkney 
and Shetland.

The news will come as a bit-
ter blow to islands like Mull, 
Lismore, Canna, Rum, Iona, 

Jura, Muck and Raasay, which 
have not been included in the 
expanded RET scheme at this 
stage but continue to struggle 
against increased living and 
business costings.

There has already been some 
suggestion that the increased 

fares are in effect paying for 
the permanent extension of 
the RET to the Western Isles, 
Coll and Tiree, but Transport 
Scotland says the move has 
been forced by cuts imposed by 
the UK Government.

A spokesperson for Transport 

Scotland said: ‘The decision 
was made in order to safeguard 
lifeline ferry services in light 
of cuts imposed on the Scottish 
Government by the UK Gov-
ernment as well as increases in 
fuel costs.’

Mandie Currie, chair of 

Lismore Community Council, 
said: ‘I think we’re all too busy 
struggling to get by to be angry 
at the increase. People are be-
ing squeezed from every angle 
and this won’t be good for the 
island.’

Meanwhile, Alan Reid, Lib-

eral Democrat MP for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘This increase, 

is a blow to ferry passengers. 
The blow will fall most heavily 
on those islands, like Mull and 

from RET.’

If you need a repeat prescription over Christmas and 
New Year, order it now and pick it up in plenty of time.

For winter health advice visit www.nhsinform.co.uk

Looking for the 
perfect gift?

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us on 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, available only by calling.

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAY
HOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVE*

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

Buy 3 subscriptions & get 1 free
      OR
3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter by 
direct debit, saving 30%*

      OR
Give a one year gift subscription for only £43.20 
and receive 1 issue free

1

2

3

Then choose one of two easy ways to pay:
Call 01631 568000 or Click
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SPORTS ASSOCIATION

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

BADMINTON

RUGBY

Alleycats bowl 
them overInternational success for young

Phoenix boxer

Ben wins as top three 

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds strong, west, south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 10ºC
Friday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds strong, north westerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 6ºC.
Weekend Sunny intervals.
Outlook Winds moderate, westerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 4ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 8, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.00 3.5 10.35 1.6 16.26 3.7 22.35    1.4
Fri  04.38 3.7 11.19 1.5 17.05 3.8         23.12   1.2
Sat  05.15 3.8 11.44 1.4 17.42       3.9        23.49    1.1
Sun  05.51 3.9 12.20 1.4 18.18       3.9         **.**      *.*
Mon  00.25 1.1 06.25 3.9 12.57 1.4 18.51     3.8
Tues  01.01 1.1 06.59 3.9 13.33 1.4 19.24     3.7
Wed  01.37 1.1 07.34 3.9 14.09 1.4 19.59     3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

33

Pride of Scotland: Chris Bradley won a bout for his country against England on Sunday. 20_f49box01

LOCHABER’S skiing season 

winter this week.
The two ski resorts in the 

Marketing manager Heather 

5-0.

-

on 150.

Aberdeen Wanderers 66, 
Lochaber 12.

Bare Minimum

to take on Formartine

-

game.

we’re away from home.’

-

-

-

The Plateau Poma run at Glencoe had a good covering of snow at the start of the week. 

-

-

is here.’
-

the moment. -

to pay them off.’

SKIING

-

-

th

-

staff.

-

 Lochaber Primary Schools Badminton Championships winners, left to right: Taylor Rodgers 
(Invergarry), Jamie MacDonald (Spean Bridge), Emily Haine (Upper Achintore), Keir Gibson (Fort 

William RC), Lachie Shaw (Fort William RC) and Ruaridh Cant (Upper Achintore). 20_f49bad02

-

-

FOOTBALL

Late Flourish

-

of the game.
-

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
-

-

-

Phoenix gym this season on top 

-

ABC.

Connor Stewart. 
-

-

-

an agonising point short.

BOXING

Fort face a tough
game at Formartine

-

-
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