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25 jobs
set to go
in stores Steevie sourcing 
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Clients ‘not 
told of social
worker’s
demotion’

MacColl
court case

A GLASGOW family made 
a special trip to Lochawe last 
week to hand over a cheque 
for £8,000 to Loch Awe Boat 
Rescue Fund.

The family of Craig Currie, 
aged 30, who died in March 
this year in a boating accident 
on the loch, and Lynsey 
Carty, daughter of William 
Carty, 47, another of the 
four victims of the tragedy, 
brought the cheque to hand 
over at the Tight Line Bar in 
Lochawe village.

Lesley-Anne Currie, 
Craig’s sister and Lynsey, 
spoke of how much Craig 
and William loved going up 
to Loch Awe from Glasgow 
as often as they could to 

It was this love of the area 
and in memory of their 
relatives that prompted the 
extended Currie family and 
Lynsey to put on their running 
shoes for the Glasgow 10K 
Run earlier this year.

‘I’m sure Craig and William 
were with us when we did it 
because there was no other 

it,’ said Lesley-Anne and 
Lynsey.

They were joined by Anne 

The Currie family and Lynsey Carty with Les Currie handing over the £8,000 they 
all raised for the Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund to Iain MacKinnon. 07_t49currie01

IN LAST week’s Oban Times 
front page story, the headline 
stated ‘Oban man gave girl 
killer heroin’. However, the 
paper would like to make it 
clear that the Crown has not 
suggested that the heroin 
Gavin MacColl admitted 
in court giving to Laura 
Williams was responsible 
for her death, therefore the 
heading was inaccurate and 
inappropriate.

The Oban Times apologises 
to Gavin MacColl for this 
error.

Currie, Craig’s mother, who 
said she had never done 
anything like it before.

Two other fund-raising 
events by the Currie family 
and their friends in Ruchill 
led to a total of £8,000 being 
raised which was handed 
over by Les Currie to Iain 
MacKinnon of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Community 
Safety Forum and a 
representative of the boat 
fund.

On top of the cheque, 
owners of The Tightline, 
Andy and Anna Price, gave 

another £310.82 to the fund, 
which came from a fund-
raising night in the pub with 
a pool and darts tournament 
and a can on the bar where 
donations have come from 

coming into the bar.
Lesley-Anne and Lynsey 

were pleased to hear that 
some of the money was 
going towards the Loch 
Awe Watch and boat support 
scheme, where so far 35 
people around the loch have 
volunteered to keep track 
of events on the loch with 

the help of packs providing 
binoculars, maps, mobile 
phones and compasses.

‘It’s a pity that there was 
not something like this 
earlier but if it prevents even 
one family going through 
what we are it will be worth 
it,’ said Lesley-Anne.

The other two men who 
drowned in the accident 
on March 21, when rescue 
attempts were hampered 
by the lack of a rescue boat 
and thick fog, were Stephen 
Carty, 42, and Thomas 
Douglas, 36.

Angler’s family gives boat rescue fund £8,000

HAVING previously been 
given a reprieve, four off-
licence stores in Argyll are 
now facing the axe under 
the administrators of First 
Quench Retailing.

The Victoria Wine shops 
will now be closed by 
December 20, depending 
on stock, with the loss of 25 
jobs, unless they are sold as 
going concerns.

Administrator KPMG 
announced in Friday the 
additional closure of 391 
stores UK-wide on top of 
around the same number last 
month.

The stores in Argyll 
are George Street, Oban, 
which has six employees; 
Lorne Street, Lochgilphead 
(seven); Argyll Street, 
Dunoon (seven); and Main 

Richard Fleming, of the 
administrator, said: ‘We 
remain hopeful that some 
of the 391 stores announced 
today might still be sold 
as going concerns before 
the closure process is 
completed.’

First Quench Retailing also 
trades as Threshers, Wine 
Rack, The Local, Haddows 
and Bottoms Up.

FUNDRAISING for a 
huge refurbishment of St 
Columba’s Cathedral costing 
upwards of £500,000 will 
get underway this week.

The A-listed Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, 
designed by architect Giles 
Gilbert Scott, on Oban’s 
Esplanade will be treated to 

‘professional attention’ to 
make it wind and watertight.

Father Donald MacKay 
said: ‘The main problem 
is our heating system –
which is old, unreliable and 
asbestos-wrapped, as we 
have discovered to our cost. 
To replace it and for it to be 

the building itself more wind 
and watertight; the ingress 
of water, especially in the 
tower, is a cause of concern 
and has to be addressed. 

‘We are hoping for 
grant aid from Historic 
Scotland, Places of Worship 
Scheme, Scottish Churches 
Architectural Heritage Trust 

and maybe others. While the 
works are going to cost us in 
the region of £500,000 our 
fundraising is ‘realistic’ in 
that we know that we cannot 
raise that immediately. 

‘We will raise what extra 

economic climate for all of 
us.’

Trad music
awards
success

VULNERABLE clients in 
Lochgilphead have been 
left reeling this week after 
discovering they may not 
have been dealing with a 

because she allowed her 
registration to lapse.

They are also angry that 
Argyll and Bute Council 
failed to inform them when 
she was subsequently 
downgraded to a social work 
assistant.

One told The Oban Times 
this week: ‘I was never told 
she wasn’t a social worker 
anymore.’ 

She  approached the paper 
after a story last month about 
former social worker, Jayne 
Unsworth and her partner, 
being evicted from her home 
in Tayvallich due to non-
payment of rent.

Debt
Ms Unsworth had refused 

to vacate the property, 
leaving her landlord, Ian 
Baines, thousands of pounds 

six months after she was due 
to move out.

Ms Unsworth’s client was 
concerned that as a social 
worker she was, by law, 
required to work within a 
strict set of guidelines. And 
that by refusing to vacate her 

be a social worker’.
Another reader revealed 

to the paper the shock 
news that Jayne Unsworth 
was not on the Scottish 

Register of Social Workers.  
Despite working as a social 

online as a practitioner 
in Lochgilphead, for the 
council, Ms Unsworth 
allowed her registration to 
lapse at the turn of the year– 
making her unable, under 
laws introduced from April 
2009, to practice as a social 
worker. 

It is understood that 
she was given a number 
of months to update her 
registration but failed to 
do so. The council then 
downgraded her to a social 
work assistant – according to 
a spokeswoman, ‘reducing 
the level’ of her ‘autonomy 
and responsibility’.

However, clients claim 
they were never informed of 
this change.

It is understood that Ms 
Unsworth quit her job in 
September or October.

This week a spokeswoman 
said that while Argyll and 
Bute Council could not 
comment on individual cases, 
there are ‘no unregistered 
social workers within Argyll 
and Bute’. 

The spokeswoman added: 
‘There can be several 
reasons why a registration 
might lapse, so each case is 
dealt with on an individual 
basis taking all relevant 
circumstances into account. 

‘However, any employee 
who allows their registration 
to lapse, for whatever reason, 

cannot continue in their job 
until their registration is 
reactivated. Instead, they 
would be downgraded to a 
social work assistant, which 
carries far less responsibility. 
‘We take our responsibilities 
to our social work clients 
extremely seriously. No-one 
works for Argyll and Bute 
Council as a social worker if 
they are unregistered.’

As to whether a staff member 

regards salary, each case is 
considered individually.’

Action
The spokeswoman also said 

there was no requirement 
to tell clients of a staff 
member being downgraded, 
‘although – depending on 
circumstances – we may 
choose to do so. Disciplinary 
action will of course be taken 
if appropriate.’

A spokeswoman for the 
Scottish Social Services 
Council (SSSC) said: ‘Jane 
Unsworth is not registered 
with the SSSC as a social 
worker, and all social workers 
practising in Scotland must 
be registered.

‘Statute states: ‘Any person 
who, with intent to deceive, 
while not registered in any 
relevant register as a social 
worker, takes or uses the title 
of social worker, or purports 
in any other way to be a 
social worker shall be guilty 
of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction to a 

THE INTRODUCTION 
of a degree course in 
classical ballet and dance 
performance in September 
has already paid dividends 
for Ballet West as it prepares 
for a tour of China.

The Taynuilt ballet school, 
founded in 1991, became 
only the second ballet 
school in the UK to offer 
the degree and this year’s 
third-year pupils will be the 

school to hold the degree 

when they graduate next 
summer.

And before the dancers 
jet off to China they will 
perform their show in Oban 
at the end of January.

Recognition
School principal Gillian 

Barton told The Oban Times 
this week: ‘The degree 
has given us international 
recognition and a lot of 
interest is coming from 
countries like China, which 
is why we are going to tour 

there from April 18 for seven 
weeks. We are also going to 
open a ballet school there.

‘The degree is attracting 
a lot of interest. We are 
pioneers in that respect but 
you would expect these 
ideas to come out of the 
city; I think some people 
are surprised the idea came 
out of a rural area like 
Taynuilt.’

Mrs Barton believes the 
ballet school’s success can 

‘Having more young 
people in a village like 
Taynuilt can only be good. 

‘They will live in the area 
and spend money here. We 
have 80 dancers auditioning 
for the school every year and 
we expect that to rise. They 
stay in bed and breakfasts 
nearby during auditions.’

The degree is being run 
in conjunction with the 
prospective University of 
the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI).

Ballet West dancer Victoria Gunning helped to launch the school’s degree course. 

Ballet school comes on in leaps and bounds 

EXCLUSIVE

Cathedral faces massive upgrading bill

Street party in
TV ‘snub’

WEST coast musicians have 
proved themselves once 
again to be the cream of the 
crop on the traditional music 
scene – by winning both the 
Live Act of the Year and the 
Scottish Folk Band of the 
Year at the annual MG Alba 
Hands up for Trad Music 
awards in Dumfries at the 
weekend.

Five-piece Bodega from 
Plockton took Folk Band 
of the Year and Lau, whose 

O’Rourke hails from Oban, 
won Live Act of the Year.

• See p13 for full story.

CONSERVATIVE MSP 
Jamie McGrigor claimed 
the highest expenses of 
all Highlands and islands 
MSPs.

 • Full story on page 11.

MSP defends
expenses

THE ORGANISER of Oban’s 
street party is ‘furious’ that BBC 
ALBA is not attending this year’s 

live show in the town.
The BBC is recording a New Year 

party from the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, using local talent, and street 
party organiser Councillor Neil 
Mackay hoped that the production 
company would make the short 

event, now in its third year.
Mr Mackay said: ‘I’m furious. 

BBC ALBA is ignoring that the 
street party is going on. I am 
annoyed because they are a funded 
from the public purse and we are a 
self-funding event – it is a complete 
slap in the face to ignore the largest 
street party on the west coast. They 

foot them!
‘While it is great for Oban to 

attract BBC ALBA and for local 
talent to get a chance to be on the 
telly, to ignore the street party is a 
complete snub. We are both looking 
for the same audiences – let’s hope 
it is a David versus Goliath victory 
for the street party.’

A spokeswoman for BBC ALBA 
declined to comment.

Inactive crofters 
and farmers should 
lose grant funding

West Highlands 
celebrate at 
Trad Music Awards

Last Chance To Get 
£££ For Xmas

Now it’s time to sell!
Gold in any form

Broken Jewellery, Rings, 
Coins, Earings & Chains

Gold is at an all time high 
and we are paying top prices
Cash paid on the spot….

Come and see us at…..
Caledonian Hotel, Oban 

(Top Deck Room)
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th December

11am to 6pm

We also buy Collectors Coins, 
Banknotes, Medals, Millitaria

If you can not make it to our venues, 
call us on this number and we can 

arrange a home visit.
Please call: 0800 954 5306 

or 07590228277.

M.A Manning Purveyors of Fine Gold
Ground Floor, 53 Hamilton Square, 

Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 5AS

LAST
TIME
THIS
YEAR
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THE JURA ferry was out 
of service for two days 
last week because lights 
at Port Askaig pier on 
Islay had failed.

Ferry crews tried to 
run as many sailings a 
possible on the two days 
before light faded but 
ASP Ship Management, 
which runs the ferry, said 
that it would have been 
dangerous to continue 

into the evening runs. 
A spokesman for ASP 
said: ‘We share the 
community’s frustration. 
We know this is a lifeline 
service and sailings are 
always cancelled for a 
good reason.’

The spokesman said 
that if there had been 
a medical emergency 
at night the ferry could 
run using the vessel’s 

searchlight and car 
headlights but added that 
it was far from an ideal 
situation.

A spokeswoman for 
Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘An electrician 
has left the lights on 
permanently until a new 
connector is procured 

will be able to operate 
throughout this time.’

Pier lights failure puts Jura ferry
out of service for two days

A PUBLIC vote has 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 
declared Finlaggan as 
the favourite name for 
Islay’s new ferry.

The ferry, which will 

spring 2011, will be the 

the route for 37 years.
Caledonian Maritime 

Assets Ltd (CMAL), the 
company which owns 

the public to vote for 
one of four shortlisted 
names: Finlaggan, 
Lochiel, Pioneer and 
Glendale.

However, many Ileachs 
were disappointed that 
Isle of Islay was not 
considered as a name and 

Islay-based councillor 
Robin Currie launched 
a petition, championing 
the name Isle of Islay. 
It was supported by 
around 400 signatures.

The name Finlaggan 
recorded nearly 600 
votes, more than 70 per 
cent of all votes cast in 
the four-week poll.

Launch
Two of the people who 

voted for Finlaggan will 
be chosen at random 
by CMAL to be special 
guests at the launch of 
the vessel in Poland 
next summer. 

CMAL chairman 
Grenville Johnston 

class ferry, as chosen by 
the people of Scotland. 

‘We look forward to 
the launch of the new 
ship in Poland next 
year, then welcoming 
Finlaggan to Islay in 
2011, a worthy addition 

Councillor Currie 
said: ‘I am happy with 
the name Finlaggan, 
as the name has Islay 
connections. What I 
wasn’t happy with was 
the way CMAL dictated 
the four names, instead 
of allowing people to 
choose their own. We 
now look forward to 
spring 2011 when it 
becomes part of the 
island’s ferry service.’

Public vote decides
name for new ship

Burst pipe closes school for a day 
A BURST water main 
meant no school for 
more than 60 children 
in an Argyll village last 
Friday.

The burst pipe at Jane 
Road, Dunbeg on Friday 
last week left Dunbeg 
Primary School and two 
residential streets in the 
village with no water 
supply for around four 
hours.

A spokeswoman for 
Argyll and Bute Council 

said: ‘The infant section 
of Dunbeg primary, which 
includes the nursery and 
collectively amounts 
to about 65 children, 
was closed because of a 
water mains failure in the 
village.

‘The infants were sent 
home as they arrived at 
school, however the older 
children were not affected 
as they were attending 
a country dancing event 
for the day.

‘Buses were available 
to take the pupils to the 
event at Atlantis Leisure 
in Oban.’

A spokesman for Scottish 
Water said: ‘The burst was 
reported at about 8am and 
we were on site by about 
8.15am. The location of 

to work on the pipe but we 
repaired it as quickly as 
possible. Normal supplies 
were restored by about 
12.15pm.’ 

THE CONSORTIUM 
behind £80 million proposals 
to redevelop Fort William 
waterfront has admitted a 
successful rival supermarket 
bid near the town could 
torpedo their plans.

Fort William Waterfront 
Limited (FWWL) is 
banking on reeling in a 
major supermarket chain 

underground car park and 
roads realignment.

But at a public meeting 
in Lochaber House last 
Thursday night the tug-of-
war between a potential retail 
hub and new superstore at 
the Blar Mhor, Camaghael, 
and the waterfront plan 
became clear.

With the Blar Mhor site 
in mind, Caol and Mallaig 
councillor Bill Clark asked 
FWWL spokesperson Charlie 
Barbour if he was prepared 
to give up the supermarket 
part of his proposals - and 

INVERLOCHY Primary School marked 
the end of the Year of Homecoming 
with a special Homecoming Highland 
Gathering in the school on Monday, St 
Andrew’s Day.

Parents came into school to join the 
children in celebrating Scotland’s 
national day.

In the morning, the whole school 
enjoyed a variety of activities including 
designing a tartan, food tasting, 

A traditional Scottish lunch was 
available from the canteen and in the 
afternoon a ceilidh was held for all 
pupils in the school and nursery. 

Isobel Campbell of the Lochaber 
Rural Education Trust hosted the event, 
while her daughter Linda and friends 
provided the accompanying Scottish 
music.

whole day as part of their Highland 
Homecoming enterprise project.

History
society
LOCHABER Local History 
Society has a varied line 
up for its meeting tonight 
(Thursday) in the Alexandra 
Hotel at 8pm.

The speakers will be 
diver John MacMillan from 
Ardtoe; Alistair MacLeod; 
Martin Briscoe; Adrian Hope 
and local worthy Kathleen 
MacPherson.

BOXING history will be 
made on Saturday night 

to represent Nether 
Lochaber ‘Claymores’ 
Amateur Boxing Club 
make their debut at the 
home show of Caol-
based Lochaber Phoenix 
Club in the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William. 

Patrick MacInnes, aged 

19, and Sam Crowe, 14, 
from Kinlochleven, have 
been training hard in 

at Lochside Garages in 
Ballachulish, regularly 
takes training runs to the 
summit of the Mamore 
mountains.

Sam, a student at 
Kinlochleven High 

School, has had an even 
bigger mountain to 
climb. Just as he began 
training he shattered his 
right knee in an accident. 
He now has metal plates 
holding his leg together, 
but his determination to 
box has put him back 
in the ring long before 
doctors thought he would 
even be off his crutches.

ENVIRONMENT minister 
Roseanna Cunningham 

Harris Tweed workers after 
criticising people wearing 
tweed garments in order to 
‘look the part’ of Victorian 
Highland lairds.

In an interview with the 
Scottish Gamekeepers’ 
Association magazine, Ms 
Cunningham said: ‘The 
reason people wear tweed is 

because it’s hard-wearing and 

can stand around and look 
scenic for the tourists. It’s 
not about the gamekeepers 
- they have to dress like 
that. I see people who have 
no major connection with 
the country wearing the 
costume, and that I shy away 
from. We all know these folk 
who get dressed up. I hate 
seeing that.’

Weaver Donald John 
MacKay, from Luskentyre 
in Harris, said: ‘It is 
unbelievable that someone 
in her position should say 
something like this, which 
is really a lot of rubbish. The 
whole industry has gained 
a reputation in the past 
year for producing stylish 
and fashionable cloth and 
garments and it looks as if 
she is ignorant of that.’

wondered if FWWL was 
pressurising planners into 
ruling out other supermarket 
locations in favour of their 
own.

Mr Barbour said: ‘We are 
not prepared to give up the 
supermarket site - it’s called 
competition.

just the same as these other 

corner for their sites.
‘We have not said anything 

refusing planning permission 
at another site.

‘There is not room in Fort 
William for another two 
supermarkets.

‘Whoever lands the 
supermarket, there will not 
be any other supermarket 

William town centre is dead - 
would putting a supermarket 
out of town help the town 
centre - I don’t think so.’

Parritch please! Inverlochy pupils Connor McNeil, Antony Hook and Sarah John try out a traditional St 
Andrew’s Day breakfast. 10_f49porage01

By STEPHEN NORRIS Councillor Clark asked: ‘If 
Blar Mhor was to come in 
would you agree that would 
threaten your proposals? 
Bear in mind that the capital 
receipts from the supermarket 
would be needed to pay for 
the land reclamation from 
the sea. Do you have anyone 
signed up yet?’

Mr Barbour replied: ‘We 
do not have anyone signed 
on the dotted line at the 
moment, but we have a year 
to do that. We would never 
divulge to you who we are 
speaking to. The lodging 
of a planning application 
[at Blar Mhor] would not 
threaten our development  
but the granting of planning 
permission would. 

‘It would require us to 
rethink the development. 
We have undertaken with 
the council to secure a 
supermarket operator for the 
site by November 2010.’ 

Planning rivals - see 
page 5.

Developers
go head to 
head with 
Fort plans

make boxing history

Inverlochy Highland Gathering fun 

PATIENTS have rubbished 
NHS Highland’s explanation 
for halting an £8,000 annual 
payment towards the 
running costs of Lochaber 
Hydrotherapy Pool.

Last week it emerged the 
NHS pulled the plug on 
its contribution because, 
according to NHS Highland 
locality general manager 
Tracy Ligema, ‘there have 
been no local [GP] referrals 
to the pool’.

But Denise Hunter, of 
Glenpane Street, Caol, 
said she and other patients 
were told by their GP or 
physiotherapist to use the 
Dolphin Pool for therapeutic 

purposes. Ms Hunter accepts 
she and other patients were 
not given a written referral, 
yet pool staff gave her a print 

do to help her condition. She 
is furious the NHS refuses to 
accept the GPs they employ 
tacitly send their patients to 

the withdrawal of funding by 
denying patients are referred 
there.

Ms Hunter told The Oban 
Times: ‘Do we now need 
to ask for a referral note to 
help prove the statistics are 
incorrect? The situation is 
too ridiculous for words. 
Has Ms Ligema ever spoken 

to any of the ‘clients’ who 
use the facility to see how 
many were recommended 
to go by NHS staff? Surely 

if the NHS worked with the 
Dolphin Pool, as both seek 
to help people with a range 
of problems. Or is that too 
sensible?’

Acting Lochaber 
Hydrotherapy Pool chairman 
Maurin MacDonald told 
The Oban Times: ‘The 
Hydrotherapy Pool has 
always been willing and 
ready to provide those 
services but we would need 
those practitioners to put 
those referrals in writing.

We can’t force the medical 
profession to do this, but if 
they did we could then re-
apply for NHS funding. 

‘We have over 200 users 
and at least 60 of those 
have been referred to us by 
the medical professions. 
Child physiotherapists also 
bring in children for local 
area schools at least once or 
twice a week and encourage 
parents to take their children 
in.

‘The hydrotherapy pool has 
always put the NHS referrals 
as a priority.’

Highland Council, 
meanwhile, is picking up 
the tab in the absence of 

NHS cash. Assistant ward 
manager Emma Tayler said: 
‘We are continuing to meet 
the shortfall. We have been 
working actively with our 
NHS colleagues to gather 
information together. At the 
moment it’s a bit sketchy. 

‘We will go away and 

facts then come back to 
the hydrotherapy pool 
committee after we establish 
what the state of play is.’

Ms Ligema said: ‘We are 
in the process of meeting 
with The Highland Council 
and the Hydrotherapy Pool 
Committee to discuss this 
matter in detail.’

Patients reject referral explanation 

Skye heritage 
centre plan
THE GLENDALE Trust on 
Skye has applied to lease the 
mothballed Borrodale School 
from Highland Council to 
create a £250,000 permanent 
heritage and cultural centre.

Trust chairman Ian 
Blackford has written to the 
education culture and sport 
committee to ask whether, 
pending a decision, the 
trust can again access the 
school to mount exhibitions 
and events in 2010 ‘to 
develop the heritage theme 
and demonstrate that we 
have robust plans that will 
generate sustained demand 
for such a facility’.

The trust will hold a public 
meeting on Wednesday 
December  9 at 7.30pm at 
the Glendale Hall to present 
the plan.

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S GIFT 
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THE ONLY 
TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY

WHICH IS LOCAL 
TO OBAN!

Available from: 
Soroba Stores, Pitt Stop, 
Dunollie Stores, 
Bridge of Awe Service Station, 
Tourist Information, 
Taynuilt Post Office Garage, 
Soroba Road Filling Station, 
Co-op, Hannah’s, 
Albany Stores, WH Smith, 
McColls, Connel Village Store, 
Benderloch Supermarket, 
Dunbeg Stores and Tesco
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The Oban Index has all the local numbers you need.
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supermarkets and the Oban Times office.

Go to the
   Index!Go to the
   Index!
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Four top
council
jobs to go

Tesco ‘not
sinking’

A NEW learning centre for 
Argyll College in Oban 
will provide more space, 
better teaching facilities and 
scope to extend the range of 
courses.

The £1.837 million project, 
funded by the Scottish 
Funding Council, European 
Regional Development 
Fund, Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise and Argyll 
College UHI, is underway 
at 2 Glengallan Road in 
Glenshellach.

Argyll College is a part 
of a network of colleges 
throughout the Highlands 
and islands providing 
university-level study with 
full-time degree courses or 
individual degree modules.

The current learning centre 
at Dunstaffnage has been 
extremely successful in 
recruiting new students – 39 
per cent more since 2006 – 
and many full-time courses 
are running as well as open 
learning and part-time day 
and evening courses.

‘The move from the 
Dunstaffnage site, where 

the college has developed 
over the past 10 years, will 
be something of a wrench 
because we know students 
and staff like the location,’ 
said Michael Breslin, 
director of Argyll College.

‘However, the new building 
at Glenshellach, with its 
state-of-the-art facilities, will 
greatly improve what we are 

able to offer the people of 
Oban and Lorn.’

The new centre will have 
improved teaching facilities 
including a fully-equipped 
kitchen and professional 
hairdressing salon, with plans 
for training horticultural 
students.

‘We are all now looking 
forward to re-locating and 

to starting a new era for the 
college within the town of 
Oban,’ said Mr Breslin.

Courses running at 
Dunstaffnage will move to 
Glenshellach in February 
2010 but the Little Learners 
Nursery is to remain at 
Dunstaffnage under the 
ownership and management 
of Argyll College.

New £1.8m learning centre will open in February

LOOK out for these young people. As this year’s intake of chanter players they may soon be playing in one of 
Oban High School’s three pipe bands. Laura Grout, Alison MacVicar, Lynne MacLean, David MacLeod, Michael 

MacKinnon and Emma Thompson are all pupils of tutor Angus MacColl. The novice group played at the
 Netherlorn Piping Society. 16_t49canter1

Novice chanter players are aiming for high notes

FOUR top jobs at Argyll 
and Bute Council will be 
scrapped, after councillors 
voted to streamline its 
management structure. 

director posts will be replaced 
by three executive directors 
working across a number 
of departments. Phase two 
will see 15 head of service 
positions re-organised into 
12. Existing staff will have 
to re-apply and go through 
interviews and tests to prove 
they are competent for the 
new posts. 

The changes are due to be 
carried out by February and 
save £370,000 a year. 

Council chief executive 
Sally Loudon, appointed 
last year, made the proposals 
and she said more changes 
further down the staff 
hierarchy could follow. 

She told a council meeting 
last week: ‘There are aspects 
of the way in which the 
council operates that require 
to change if we are to improve 
services to communities.’

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘This is an indication 
that we will not shy away 
from decisions which have 
a major impact on this 
authority if the outcome is 
likely to be better services 
and better value.’

The council also agreed 
to look at modernising its 
customer service centre and 

by staff their next meeting.

HOTELS and guesthouses in 
Argyll could be facing steep 
costs running into thousands 
of pounds to switch to a 
digital signal for televisions.

The switchover from the 
analogue signal means that 
homes and businesses will 
only be able to receive a 
digital television signal from 
October next year in some 
areas of Argyll.

Digital television will bring 
around 48 freeview channels 
to most homes instead of the 

But the switchover could 
come at a cost for some 
businesses, as Suzanne 
McPhillips of the award-
winning Dun na Mara 
guesthouse in Benderloch 
explained.

Options
Mrs McPhilips said: ‘We 

have eight guest televisions 
and the options available 
to us are to either purchase 
a digibox for each TV or 
purchase new digital TVs. 

‘We have decided against 
the digibox option as it 
would involve a plethora of 
wiring and are looking at 
purchasing new TVs likely 
to cost us around £2,000. If
we go ahead with this we are 
then faced with the problem 
of disposing of our old 
TVs.’

Mrs Philips said she had 
contacted Argyll and Bute 
Council and had been 
advised that it accepts 
domestic TVs free of charge 
for recycling but businesses 
have to contact a company 
called Viridor in Perth. 

advised that it will cost £391 
for them to recycle our TVs,’ 
added Mrs Philips. 

High cost 
of TV
switch

‘I am concerned about the 
cost to us and to similar 
businesses in this area. 
The lack of an affordable, 
convenient recycling 
facility seems to be a big 

tipping.’
A spokeswoman for Argyll 

and Bute Council said that 
under the Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) regulations 
businesses must make their 
own arrangements with a 
suitable recovery company.

‘We pass on Viridor’s 
details to businesses as 
Viridor already collects 
from civic amenity sites in 
Argyll and Bute,’ said the 
spokeswoman.

‘Of course, businesses 
should also ask the 
companies from which they 
are buying their new TVs 
whether or not they take the 
old ones in return.’

Upgrade
A spokesman for Digital 

UK said: ‘Digital switchover 
itself does not require any 
equipment to be thrown away, 
however we do recognise 
that some consumers may 
use it as an opportunity to 
upgrade their TV and/or 
dispose of analogue TV 
equipment sooner than they 
would otherwise have done. 

‘As an alternative to waste 
disposal, households or 
businesses that have surplus 
or redundant working TV 
equipment could donate this 
to a local charity or recycle 
it via groups such as the 
Freecycle Network which 
has a group in Oban and 
North Argyll.’

By DAVID WALKER

DESPITE rumours among 
staff and customers Tesco 
bosses are denying there 
is any problem with the 
foundations of its store in 
Oban.

A number of people have 
contacted The Oban Times 
to tell them of problems in 
the Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate retail park where the 
store is based.

Improvements are already 
underway to repair the 
surface of the car park 
outside Lidl, Argos, Pets 
at Home and Homebase 
damaged as a result of 
drainage problems. 

A spokeswoman for Tesco 
said: ‘There has been some 

and we carried out some 
remedial works to solve the 
problem, but I can tell you 
categorically the store is not 
sinking.’

POLICE in Oban have joined a scheme 

in the store for one hour each week to 
provide crime prevention advice.

The supermarket giant says its stores 
are a natural place for police to meet the 
public as around 50,000 customers pass 
through a typical store each week.

Inspector Julie Edward said: ‘People 

on an informal basis.

Tesco in Oban between 11am and noon 
on a Saturday to provide home security 
or crime prevention advice.

regarding any concerns the community 
may have.’

initiative in Tesco in Oban. 

Police and Tesco join forces

Changeover to digital
will hit guesthouses

A NUMBER of drivers were 
caught speeding  following  
police checks at Kilninver 
at the weekend as part of 

the village primary school. 

cash has been stolen from 

following a break-in 
overnight between Sunday 
and Monday.

Oban CID are keen to hear 
from witnesses who may 
have seen anyone acting 
suspiciously during the night 
or any suspicious-looking 
vehicles.

Cash stolen
in break-in

Theft of
camera
A DIGITAL camera stolen 
from a house in Dalmally 
overnight between last 
Wednesday and Thursday 
has since been recovered.

Oban Police believe that 
the thief entered the house 
through a kitchen window 
left open by the occupants.

They are keen to speak to 
anyone in the Dalmally area 
who may have information 
on this incident. 

Speeding
offences

Ghost of a
chance

POTHOLES on the back 
road from Oban to Connel 
have been causing hundreds 
of pounds worth of damage 
to cars – including an Oban 
councillor’s.

A large hole near the access 
to Kilvaree Farm, which 

had spread almost halfway 
across the road, caused 
£1,000 worth of damage to 
one driver’s car.

He also claims that it was 
reported more than a week 

The driver, who did not 
want named, said he had 
gone into the hole in darkness 
on October 27.

‘I burst two wheels and a 
tyre and damaged my front 
bumper,’ he said.

He said he was annoyed to 
read in The Oban Times that 
the council had claimed to 
have repaired the hole within 

November 5. ‘I reported it to 
the council on October 27,’ 
he insisted.

He has received two quotes 
for the repairs to his car, 
which came in at just less 
than £1,000, but has had 
his claim rejected by the 
council.

Councillor Donald 

hit the same pothole two 
days later and damaged an 
alloy wheel on his car.

‘I reported it to the 
operational services on 
October 29,’ he said.

On October 27,  John 

owner in Oban, had driven 
down the same road and hit 
a pothole at Kilvaree in his 
BMW X5.

‘It was full of water and I 
was going dead slow but my 
back wheel hit it. It bent the 

rim of the wheel. It is £400 
for a 19-inch alloy wheel.’

put a claim into the council 
for the damage and that his 
daughter hit the same hole in 
her car the following day.

Two other drivers were 
known to have hit potholes 
near Kilvaree, bursting two 
tyres each on their vehicles, 
just over a week later on 
November 5.

The council repaired the 
hole and others along the 
road on Friday, November 6.

A spokeswoman for the 
council said that since the 
beginning of October there 
had been three incidents 
subject to insurance claims at 
Kilvaree and one at Calvine.

‘We have a record of 
a reported defect dated 
October 22 noted as ‘pothole 
Kilvaree road end’. This was 
repaired on November 6. This 

pothole, while at Kilvaree, 
must not be confused with 
the pothole subject of the 
three insurance claims.

‘This is a different pothole 
and located at the bellmouth 
access to Kilvaree. It was 
a category two defect, 
relatively small and shallow 
in nature.’

The pothole subject to 
insurance claims was 
reported verbally to the roads 
operation superintendent on 
November 5 and repaired by 
November 6.

She added that there was an 
insurance claim indicating a 
defect reported on October 
28 but the council had no 
record of who this was 
reported to.

If a fault was reported 
directly to the roads operation 
workforce or insurance claim 
section, she said it was not 
necessarily always recorded.

Back road potholes damage at least six cars

5 FREE COURSES WITH ARGYLL COLLEGE TO BE WON!
(UP TO THE VALUE OF £75)

AT THE NEW OBAN LEARNING CENTRE SITE!
JUST ANSWER THE QUESTION BELOW 

What is the address of the new Oban Learning Centre?
PLEASE SEND YOUR ANSWER BY EMAIL TO:

competition@argyllcollege.ac.uk
or post your answer to Competition, Argyll College, Dunstaffnage, PA37 1PZ

Please include your name, address and contact 
telephone number along with your answer.

The first five correct answers drawn will win the chance to attend a course of your choice 
up to a value of £75, at the new Oban Learning Centre.

A CHARITY ghost hunt will 
take place in Inveraray Jail 
on Saturday to raise money 
for Sense Scotland.

The charity, which supports 
deaf and blind people, 
is appealing for fearless 
fundraisers to take up the 
overnight challenge.

Organiser Andy Hughes 
said: ‘You’ll become a real 
life ghost hunter for the 
night and get the chance to 

substance to the claims that 
the jail is one of the most 
haunted places in Scotland.’

Anyone who wants to take 
part in the ghost hunt can 
contact Andy on 0141 429 
0294. 
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Mull Lines

To sponsor Mull Lines 
please contact Isla at
01631-568000

Oban High
School
news

Former 

remains 

A SWIMMING pool users group has been set up to 
support the work of the Craignure facility.

of the management team of the Isle of Mull Hotel 

let us know what you want – it can be anything from 

TOROSAY Castle is holding its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair on Saturday and Sunday December 
5-6 from noon until 5pm.

There will be stalls from crafty people from 
all over the island and there will be Christmas 

offer all day. For further information and stall 
availability please call Sarah James on 01680 
812421.

-

THE WEIGH and Go class is continuing at To-
bermory doctor’s surgery on Wednesday’s from 
5pm-6pm. The classes offer support and advice 
to anyone who wants to lose weight and look after 
their health.  The cost of £2 per week is given to 
local charities. 

ARGYLL Community Hous-
ing Association (ACHA) will 
be opening up its new premis-
es in Oban to the public on 

Glenshellach

Bute Council wishing to take 

term basis to ACHA in the 

Street.
Although it will mean all the 

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

we are grateful to the council 

the housing association to 
-

ments at times to suit itself 

Community housing association moves home

-

-

like his father.
Young MacColl took first encourage young pipers.

in the Army School of Piping 
-

burgh. 
Campbeltown teenager Sarah 

-

Organiser  J immy Bank 

which was one of our biggest 

-
ship – but it was two young 
people from the west coast 
who were among the winners 

Angus MacColl junior receives his trophy, for the March, Strathspey and Reel competition 
from top piper Willie McCallum.

Young piper finds success 
following family footsteps

the centre of Oban is still on 
the market with little interest 

to the local authority.

by the opening of a new 
school.

lease back to us long term; 

Hostel pupils 
raise cash for 

PUPILS of Oban High School 
who stay at Glencruiten Hos-

-

pocket money to sponsor staff 
at the hostel to come to work 

-
erything from school girls 

working at the hostel.

or an hour later.

chocolate fountain kebabs 

sale throughout the week.

The Royal Tank Regiment based at Honnington invited 
Oban Highland dancer Eilidh MacInnes to dance at the 
closing ceremony of the Edinburgh Tattoo for the 10th 
year in succession. Eilidh, who was joined by Mother-
well dancer Karen Baird, said: ‘It is always an honour 

and a privilege performing in front of thousands of 
spectators from all around the world.’

Council
climb
down on 
parking
charges
Decision on three 
Inveraray sites 
goes into reverse

them.

from seasonal charges be-

-

-

-
ing the winter months. When 

Reviewed

-

after all. 

that there was insufficient 

last February to impose all 
-

-

we apologise for the mis-

-

the scenes to clarify the 

October. 
-

change.

force against this proposal. 

touch if they are wanting to 

-

track.
-

New BMX bike track for Campbeltown

-

Beefeater.

by some male colleagues. 

Pair 
sacked for
bullying
female
Beefeater

Care concern

-

-

CALMAC is urging drivers and passengers to be 
kind to fellow travellers by cancelling bookings 
that they do not need.

A spokesman for CalMac said: ‘Customers who 
make multiple bookings but neglect to cancel 
the ones they don’t need is a recurring problem 
across the ferry network. 

‘This means that other travellers are told the 
boat they wish to use is full when it is not, causing 
unnecessary upset and inconvenience. We would 
therefore urge anyone with a booking they do 
not need to notify us as soon as possible so the 
space can be allocated to another customer.’

Reports from Craignure terminal suggest that 
a number of ferries appear to be fully booked 
on paper but when the ferry arrives there are a 
number of vacant spaces.

Ian Erskine, port manager at Craignure, said: 
‘ To give you an idea of the problem on the Oban 

Craignure Oban route in August this 
year 1683 cars, 167 commercial 

vehicles and 17 coaches failed to 
show up for their booking.’

high temperatures of South 

Leycesteria
Crocothyrsos

wet weather at the National 

the torrential rain which 

elsewhere. It seems that 

The Leycesteria Crocothyrsos or the yellow pheasant 

Arduaine Garden, near Kilmelford. 

growing time is here again.

Leycesteria
Crocothyrsos.

why this plant feels at home 
in coastal Argyll.

Leycesteria Crocothyrsos

clusters of bright yellow 

help the group.

taking one of the positions 
on the group. It is likely 

the steering committee will 

pool open into the New Year.

Information

three years. We therefore cannot properly assess the 

until January.

council if it is to remain open.

Blow for bid to save
swimming pool

enterprise competition.

to enable them to come up 

watching/tourist trip boat 
that cut carbon emissions of 

won through to the regional 

Mather MSP. 

newsletter in colour with the 

o
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Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

Bid for ban
on plastic
bags

Celebrities pledge their support to Dalmally charity

MEMBERS of Oban green 
groups have petitioned the 
Scottish government for a 
ban on plastic bags. 

More than 80 people signed 
the petition, organised by 
Sustainable Oban and the 
Oban Plastic Bag Free 
initiative.

The groups have asked 
Jim Mather, Argyll and Bute 
MSP and Scottish enterprise 
minister, to back the petition 
and promote it at Holyrood.  

Council
warns of
phone scam

THE PUPIL council at Barcaldine Primary School 
organised a pirate themed day for Children in 
Need. The children came in costume, brought a teddy 
for which they then made a pirate costume, designed 
and prepared a pirate buffet and devised and created 
games in their co-operative groups which they taught 
to each other. They all brought in a donation and 
raised £56.50 for Children in Need.

FRANK Walton was the chairman for the meeting of 
Oban Speakers Club on November 19. He introduced 
speakers Bill Leech, Roy Wood and John MacLean 
and their critics Willie Melville, Ian Fullarton and 
Donald MacAskill.

The topics session was run by Archie MacPhail 
who gave topics on various forms of transport to Jim 
Young, Jim Fraser, Willie Melville, Ian Fullarton and 
Donald MacAskill. Timekeeper was Guido Faccenda 
and the general evaluator was Eamonn Arthur.

At the annual dinner last Friday the guest speaker 
was Kathryn Wilkie.

HOTEL worker Sandra Pickles will be able to enjoy 

worked every one since coming to Oban in 1979.
Sandra only intended being in Oban for a season 

but has since clocked up three decades in two of the 
town’s hotels.

As an employee at the Park Hotel and, more recently, 
the Great Western Hotel in Oban, Sandra has become 
a well-known face in Oban but decided to retire and 
move back to her native Doncaster to be closer to her 
family.

She said: ‘I just feel like it’s time to go. I’m now 
looking forward to a quiet part-time job with no 
responsibilities and I’m particularly looking forward 

Sandra came to the Park Hotel for a season as a 
receptionist and enjoyed helping to organise weddings 
and functions.

Then in the late ’80s Shearings bought the Park Hotel 

to the Great Western Hotel.
Sandra said she would miss her colleagues more 

than anything.
‘My favourite part of the job is the staff,’ she said. 

‘You meet an incredible amount of nice and interesting 
people in this job.

‘I’ve also got a lot of friends in Oban who I will miss 
and I hope to keep in touch with them.’

years have been guests’ expectations and the higher 
proportion of foreign staff.

THERE was a large turnout of members and 
friends at Monday evening’s meeting of Oban 
Photographic Club to hear well-known local artist 
and lecturer on digital imaging, Ian Goudie, give 
a talk on Photoshop. With the advent of digital 
cameras, Photoshop and similar programmes 
have become the ‘digital dark-room’  of to-day’s 
photographers. Ian explained how to brighten 

and even how to make something appear to 
be moving even though it had originally been 
stationary!

FRAUDSTERS posing as 

Argyll residents in an attempt 
to steal their bank details.

Argyll and Bute Council 
said it is aware of the scam, 
which tells the taxpayer that 
they are due a refund on their 
council tax and that their 
bank details are required.

On one occasion the hoax 
caller claimed that their 
name was Raphal and their 

Trading Standards and the 

A council spokesman said: 
‘The council tax section 
does not ask anybody for 
their bank details when 
processing any refunds.’

PEOPLE with old photos of council houses now 
belonging to Argyll Community Housing Association 
(ACHA), are being asked to help the association out.

ACHA is moving to new premises at Glenshellach 
in Oban later this month and is on the look-out for any 
old photos of houses in the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area. The association would like to create a display 
of old photos in its reception, including houses that 
may originally have been built for forestry and hydro-
electric scheme workers.

Andy Birnie, chairman of ACHA’s Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Committee, said: ‘We want to show some 
of the history of social housing as it was across the 
whole area. There were more than 2,000 council 
houses in Oban, Lorn and on the islands, so we are 
sure many people have photos of the houses in the 
past and maybe even being built.’

If you have old photographs of ACHA houses you 

Amanda.MacKenzie@acha.co.uk to discuss sharing 
them. Full credit will be given.

CELEBRITIES including 
Emma Thompson, Duncan 
Bannatyne and Nigella 
Lawson have pledged their 
support to Dalmally charity 

their favourite mugs.
The mugs are up for grabs 

during an online charity 
auction, Mugs for Mary’s 
Meals, which started on 
Monday, and will raise money 

for the charity’s work.
Mary’s Meals (formerly 

Scottish International Relief) 
provides free school meals 

children around the world.
Serving

In Malawi, where the 
charity feeds more than 10 
per cent of the primary school 
population, each child is given 
a daily serving of likuni phala 

porridge, which is served in 
a plastic mug.

Ruth Black, one of the 
charity’s founders, said: ‘A 
mug has become something of 
a symbol of our work, which 
is why we have chosen it as 
the theme for our auction.

‘Each child is responsible 
for their own mug. I remember 
seeing one little boy who 

carried his on a string around 
his neck to make sure that he 
didn’t miss out.’  

While some celebrities 
chose to send a new mug, 
others have donated old 
favourites. Chris Tarrant 
sent a Dusty Bin mug from 
the ’70s and ’80s game 

DJ Mark Radcliffe gave one 
celebrating the Hacienda 

nightclub in Manchester.
A signed London mug was 

a gift from the mayor, Boris 
Johnson and violinist Nicola 
Benedetti donated a blue 
spotted mug. 

The Mugs for Mary’s Meals

December 9, can be found at 
http://donations.ebay.co.uk/
cha r i ty / cha r i ty. j sp?NP_

Pupils at Lochnell Primary School in Benderloch cleared out their toy cupboards in aid of Children 
in Need. Then they held a toy sale on the Wednesday before Children in Need day in the school hall 
and raised £185.10. The stallholders from P5-7 are pictured dressed up with their Pudsey bear ears.

Lochnell toy sale boosts Children in Need
PLANS in the pipeline for two years for a sports 
pitch in the village of Kilmelford have been kicked 
into touch, writes Marian Miller.

Despite efforts to reach a compromise to comply 
with Argyll and Bute Council planning policy, the 
developers behind the proposals and planners failed 
to reach agreement.

Lodged by the former Kilninver and Kilmelfort 
Community Council the application was for seven 

extension to the village hall car park.
However, it is landowner, Brackenburn Holdings 

Ltd, which hoped to build the houses in return for 
creating the play park on adjacent land.

The developers argued that, although the houses 
did not comply with current planning policies for the 

enough to allow a ‘departure’.
But head of planning Angus Gilmour said the 

proposed running costs offered by the developer 

after that it would ‘fall to the community council’ to 
maintain it. As it would not be suitable to hire out to 
other sports clubs, he said it was felt that it would not 
be a sustainable project.

Disappointed
Following the meeting, Councillor Neil Mackay 

said: ‘I am disappointed that we didn’t go for a site 
inspection and I am disappointed in the discussion 
today.

‘That is not to say the whole development is dead 

the door is not closed and I certainly hope that the 
developers along with the community council will 
go back to the drawing board and come back with a 

Nigel Mitchell, a member of the former community 
council, said: ‘We are disappointed with the planning 
refusal.

‘The developer had agreed to give the community 
the land behind the village hall. We were also to be 

years to aid the community in keeping this up.
‘This issue has gone on for more than two years 

and been very much supported by Oban councillors, 
although I have to say we felt when it was needed at 
this meeting, apart from Councillor Mackay and one 
other, their support was not in evidence.’

Pitch
battle
is lost
Housing refusal ends 

AN OBAN accident and 
emergency staff nurse 

jungle for her holidays.
But rather than exploring 

the tourist sites, Fiona 
Rowan has joined one 

centres run by Scottish-
based charity The Vine 
Trust, travelling up many 
of the tributaries of the 
Amazon offering health 
care to the indigenous 
population.

Funds

tomorrow (Friday) to 
Peru, is one of four 
medical professionals 
who has joined Peruvian 
staff on The Amazon 

tender converted into a 
medical centre visiting 
villages only accessible 

raising funds for medical 
supplies.

‘The money I am raising 
is for medicines for the 
ship because I am paying 

food and accommodation 
costs,’ Fiona told The 
Oban Times last week 
before leaving for the 
jungle.

Fiona has 28 years’ 
experience as a nurse 
and has worked in the 
community as a school 
nurse, with rough 

sleepers and homeless 
and as a harm reduction 
and addictions nurse, 
although she currently 
works at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in the A&E 
department.

She also has a diploma 
in tropical medicine and 
has dedicated a lot of her 
spare time to voluntary 
work, including Oban 
Youth Café which she 
helped to found.

Fiona is using two 
weeks of annual leave to 
help out on The Amazon 
Hope, along with another 
nurse from Glasgow, a 
trainee anaesthetist from 
England and a dentist 
from America.

Before leaving, Fiona 
had raised more than 
£800 through her web 
page on www.justgiving.

n but
was hoping for more 
donations.

Fiona Rowan.

Fiona will take
nursing skills
to the Amazon

The team at Uncommon 
Knowledge who have become 
part of a hip-hop sensation. 

16_t48uncommon01

IT IS not many companies that 
can include pop stars among 
its client base but an Oban 
company has a-list musician 
Jamie T as a fan.

The pop star from London 
used a programme on panic 
attacks from George Street-
based Uncommon Knowledge 

And the hypnotherapy module 
so inspired the aspiring star 
that he used words from the 

Prevention.
In the song, So Lonely Was 

The Ballad, the voice of Mark 
Tyrrell, the creative director, 
can be heard over a hip-hop 
beat tune.

Mark said: ‘We are not a 

household name in Oban, 
yet we run the biggest on-
line hypnotherapy and 

psychotherapy training and 
module company in the world. 

‘Having someone like Jamie T 
telling people how powerful the 
programmes we offer is good 
for the company.’

Fascinated
So good in fact that the 

company is offering someone 
from Oban who is fascinated by 
technology and the internet the 
chance to join their team. 

‘We want someone to come 
and work for us as a web 
administrator. They must 
have enthusiasm drive and an 
aptitude for technical problem 
solving,’ said Roger Elliott, 
managing director. For further 
details contact www.unk.com.

Oban knowledge useful for top musician

THE CONSERVATIVE Lorn Lunch Club opened 

in Oban with speaker Elizabeth Smith MSP. 

confronting those involved in the Scottish education 
system and put forward the Conservative plans for 
tackling them.

The St Andrew’s Day lunch is on Saturday, 
November 28 when David Torrance, author and 
broadcaster will be the speaker. The meeting is 
open to all, whatever political persuasion. Tickets 
are priced £12 and available from Sara Rutherford 

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

SAVE 
£3.50

WAS £9.99

£6.49
GILLETTE 3 piece Sport Kit

RRP £99.99

£49.99
BABYLISS Straight PRO Radiance 230

LARGESTEVER RANGE!LOWESTEVER PRICES!

RRP £21.00

£10.50
KATE EDT 30ML
(available 30th November – 6th December)

HALF
PRICE

RRP £29.00

£12.99
DVB SIGNATURE MENS EDT 50ML
(available 30th November – 6th December)

SAVE 
£16.01

WAS £5.49

£3.99
OLAY Body Gift Set

SAVE 

£1.50

WAS £5.65

£3.99
NIVEA MENS Soothing set

SAVE
£1.66

WAS £14.95

£9.99
NIVEA MENS Soothing set

SAVE
£4.96

RRP £24.99

£9.49
ORAL B Power Vitality 
D12 Sensitive

SAVE 
£15.50

HALF
PRICE
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Those Were The Days

Girl escapes fire 
after jet crashes
on farm
A SPEAN Bridge girl had a miraculous 
escape when a Harrier jump-jet crashed, 
hurtling burning wreckage into a farm 
shed at her home.

June Anne MacColl, of Redburn, 
Kilmonivaig Farm, would, only 
moments later, have been working 
in the shed which was blazing within 

But an early morning tea-break meant 
that June Anne, aged 18, was safely 
inside the family farmhouse when the 
Saturday drama unfolded, injuring the 
pilot of a £7m plane.

After her own lucky escape the plucky 
teenager turned heroine to rescue the 
family’s six sheepdogs, whose kennels 

June Anne told The Oban Times: 
‘I was making a cup of tea when it 
happened. I could have been out there. 

‘I heard this really loud bang; I went 
outside and it looks as though the whole 

June Anne’s father Archie MacColl, 
who was at the Ben Nevis Auction Mart, 
said: ‘My goodness, we were lucky, 
that girl could have been smithereens.’

Doctors fight plan
A MID Argyll GP has called government 
proposals on prescriptions an ‘absolute 
disaster’ for many patients.

Dr Neil MacDonald, of Tarbert, 
said that the proposals to restrict the 
range of certain drugs which GPs can 
provide on prescription could lead to 
the creation of a two-tier health service 
– based on people’s ability to pay.

Dr MacDonald’s views are shared by 
many of his colleagues. 

Within the last fortnight a committee 
on which he sits which represents all 
GPs in the Argyll and Clyde area has 
unanimously decided that the proposals 
should be resisted to avoid the creation 
of a two-tier service.

The government proposals stem from 
a desire to cut down on the NHS drugs 
bill.

The drugs concerned included 
sedatives, vitamins, tranquillisers, 
laxatives, cough mixtures and antacids. 

At present doctors can choose from a 
range of, for instance, sedatives or 
antacids to prescribe on the NHS. 

Under the proposals doctors could 
only prescribe on the NHS from a 
restricted list of cheaper sedatives or 
antacids.

Aros Hall
may close
A PUBLIC meeting was held in the 
Aros Hall on Monday evening to 
discuss the future of the building.

The community hall is in a bad state 
of repair and would require substantial 
funds, raised with local support, to put 
in order.

Aros Hall Committee wants local 
people to decide whether the hall 
should be upgraded for long term 
use or whether temporary measures 
should be undertaken to keep the hall 
in operation until a new wing is built 
to the school.

The school extension could be used 
as a replacement for the traditional hall 
for community events, but it is not due 
to be completed for four years.

Five-year-old Appin girl 
Isla Dunlop took part in the 
Inveraray Indoor Highland 

Dancing Competition, where 
she got two second places in the 
primary section. This was only 

Around the RuralsAround the Rurals
Federation news
THE TOBERMORY branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Institute (SWRI) celebrated 
its 80th birthday with members of other 
Mull and Tiree Federation institutes. 

The Tobermory branch also hosted the 
annual Ruralympics competition. There 
were six events: the HulaHoop Shimmy; 
Skelp the Rat; Putting and Darts; the Peg 
Race and the Shapes game.

The ladies of Tobermory had produced the 
customary sumptuous supper of which the 

by Fiona MacLean, which was cut by the 
longest-serving member of Tobermory, 
Betty MacPhail.

Federation vice chairman Cynthia 
MacFadyen presented medals to all the rural 
athletes and the trophy went to Dervaig 
Institute.

Tobermory
THE NOVEMBER meeting was held at 
Glen Iosal when the speaker for the night 
was Susan Campbell who spoke about 
Chinese traditional medicine which she had 
observed on her visit to China.

She spoke about Chi and meridians, pulses 
and needles and herbs and described how 
Chinese doctors and physiotherapists go 
about treating their patients. Unlike in 
Britain, patients have up to 10 treatments 
though no exercises are given because street 
gyms are widely available, at least in the 
cities. It was a fascinating talk.

Dervaig
VICE president Jean Scarlett welcomed 
seven members and one visitor to the 
November meeting and introduced Catriona 
Duncan from Catriona’s Hair and Beauty 
Salon.

She demonstrated two of the many 
treatments available at the salon - candling 
and chocolate therapy. Candling is an Indian 
technique which is used to alleviate problems 
associated with the sinuses and the ears. A 
hollow peppermint and grass candle was 
put into each ear of volunteer Val Thomas, 

drew a small quantity of wax out of the ear 
resulting in an improved sense of hearing.

Everyone then tried the chocolate treatment. 
Chocolate and orange balm was rubbed into 
the hands and the hands were dipped into a 

this set the wax was peeled off to reveal 
lovely soft hands. The evening ended with a 
cup of tea and a piece of Tobermory birthday 
cake.

Fionnphort
THE NOVEMBER meeting was a 
demonstration of encaustic wax card 
making from Brik Halcrow, who produced 
several lovely landscapes for members with 
apparent ease.

All the members had turns at producing 

cards, and realised that the process was 
nowhere near as straightforward as it had 
seemed. Everyone enjoyed trying their hand 
at a new craft.

Salen
MARGARET Black welcomed members 
and some guests to the November meeting. 

This began with a visit from Richie 
Henderson and Gerry Ralston from the Fire 

cheque for the senior citizens Christmas 
dinner. This was gratefully received. 

The speaker for the evening was Sarah Carty 
from Tobermory who gave a demonstration 
of Christmas decorations and everyone  
made a small decoration of dried fruit to take 
home. Sarah’s talk was both interesting and 
informative. In the competition for a sultana 

Tiree
PRESIDENT Caroline MacLean welcomed 

given by Virginia Hill.  
She showed everyone movements, positions 

and tapping to the head and body and how 
to stimulate the energy points within the 
body. She also demonstrated pressure points 
to relieve headaches, backache and letting 
go of physical and emotional problems. 
Virginia asked the group to team up in pairs 
and guided everyone through positions that 
could relieve pain and discomfort and also 
to relax and let go of all tension especially 
in the shoulders, neck and arms. 

In the competitions, Fiona Maxwell was 

Morag MacKenzie in the Favourite Cookery 
Book.

Torosay
AS WELL as enjoying the Federation 
Ruralympics evening arranged by Tobermory 
SWRI, Torosay institute have had a busy 
month.

At the end of October members enjoyed 
an evening in Oban, with a meal at Coast 
restaurant. For the main meeting, members 
learnt about an updated and rather less 
intricate form of Sugarcraft from Jeanette 
Cutlack - Christmas cakes will never be the 
same again! Thanks go to Jeanette for sharing 
her skills. The decoupage Christmas card 
competition was won by Cathie MacLean.

Kilmore
PRESIDENT Mrs I Smith welcomed 16 
members to the November meeting and 
after business introduced Lynn Fisher who 
demonstrated bead making and also brought 
lovely bead jewellery which was much 
admired.

The vote of thanks was given by Mrs A 
Sorley, thanking Lynn for giving an insight 
into the delicate work with beads.

Competitions - Favourite piece of jewellery, 
Ann Robertson and Helen Brotherston, 
joint winners with the Most Pennies for 

V Marshall.

THE FITNESS Professionals of the Year can be found in 
Oban.

Energie Fitness health club owners Robin Morton and 

from all over the UK, Europe and the Middle East. But 
the men took pole position for their philosophy and high 
number of clients. Andrew said: ‘We are really pleased 
to have our Oban club on the map. We have a great track 
record for keeping our clients and for helping them improve 

Energise but we can help people make changes in lifestyle 

Robin and Andrew were presented their prize at the Energie 
Fitness annual conference where they heard motivational 
speaker Kriss Akabusi. Andrew added: ‘It was great to hear 

best to running one of the best management companies in 
the country. It has given us so much to think about.’16_t49energie01

Party fun
THE HALLOWE’EN party 
was a great night for children 
and adults. 

The fancy dress parade, 
judged by head teacher 
Jennifer Kirkwood, started 
the evening and, although 
huge work went into all the 
costumes, there had to be 
winners and they were: Pre 

as a funky robot;  Primary 
– Katie Cook as a little green 
monster; Secondary – Flora 
Maclean as a ghost and 
Adult – Denise Willis as a 
mad clown. 

Fun and games followed, 
organised by Mary Walker 
and Sarah Campbell, and 
then ‘Dr Jennifer’ took all 
the children into the dark 
waiting room for a little 
light but gruesome  surgery 
in blindfolds. As light 
relief Hazel MacCormick 
helped everyone decorate 
Hallowe’en biscuits and, 

spooky food and drinks 
supplied by the parent 
council and were given a  

spooky party bag to take 
home. Thanks go to everyone 
who helped. 

Inspirational
concert
ISLANDERS were treated 
to an evening of top quality 
music recently from Mairi 

voice, Abby Newton - cello, 
and Kim Robertson - Celtic 
harp.

The trio, all well-known 

up for a Scottish tour which 
began in Lismore. Mairi 
has roots on the island and 
residents are fortunate to 
hear her reasonably often but 
Kim is from Wisconsin and 
Abby from New York. All 
three are classically trained 
but their music, while 
called Celtic folk, expands 
the traditions and is both 
traditionally evocative and 

excitingly modern. Kim is 
known as one of the pioneers 
in the American folk harp 
movement and Abby has 
reinstated the cello at the 
centre of Celtic folk, where 
it always belonged, she said,  
and her love of Scotland 
and the music was heard in 
every note and beat. The trio 
gave a receptive audience 
gigs, reels and airs from 
many places with music that  
was at times foot tapping, 
melancholy, very funny and 
always technically superb. 

Mairi’s singing of Ye Banks 
and Ye Braes as well as her 
own composition Smile
or Cry was unforgettable. 
Kim and Abby also played 
memorable solos.

Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Tea party 
ON NOVEMBER
Charlotte Primary School’s 

Grandparents’ Tea Party as 
part of their ‘Family’ topic.  

The children planned and 
organised this event, using 
their own ideas about what 
grandparents would enjoy, 
and about 40 grandparents 
and other special family 
members attended the party 
which everyone enjoyed.

The children acted out 
favourite nursery rhymes 
and performed highland 
dancing and ballet. The 

children learned a Scottish 
dance and had the school hall 

the Gay Gordons. Before tea 
and cakes were served, the 
children revealed messages 
they had prepared, telling 
their grandparents why they 
are so special.

Transport
forum meeting
ISLAY and Jura Transport 
Forum’s next meeting will 
be held in the Airport Lounge 
on Thursday December 10, 
10am to 3pm, including 
lunch.

The agenda includes 
Ferry User Group review 
update, new ferry name and 
Scottish Ambulance and Air 
Ambulance procurement.

for catering numbers. 
Assistance with transport 
can be arranged.  Contact 
Islay and Jura CVS on 
01496 810743 or email janet.
waterworth@ijcvs.org.uk

Christmas
fairs
‘MADE on Islay’ Craft 
Markets, Thursdays 
December 10 and 17, 11am 
to 4pm, Columba Hall, Port 
Ellen.

Christmas Market in aid of 
SPCA, Saturday December 

Hall, Port Ellen.
Islay High School 

Christmas Fair, Saturday 

in the high school.

Send your district news to            
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB 
or email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

DELIGHTED school pupils recently attended Coll Sailing 

receive trophies from their victory in September.
The trophies were donated by The Coll Hotel, Henderson 

School.

Winners: Coll Hotel Trophy competed for by single 

Cook; 3 Alex Wainwright. Island Stroes Trophy competed 
for by secondary school pupils with a primary four and 

Francis Bastow and Niambh Brady; 3 Phoebe Smith and 
Ciara Brady. Arinagour Primary School Trophy competed 

Smith; 3 Ross Cook and Cameron Wainwright. Henderson 

Olvin Smith; 3 Aileen Cook.

Coll Sailing Club’s 

Oban health 
club owners win         
top award

ARGYLL-LAW.COM
Are you in trouble with the police?
Are you facing criminal charges?
For help contact David Brookens,

a solicitor advocate with more than 
25 years courtroom experience.

Log on to Argyll-Law.com 
or Tel: 01770 700535 or 07000 333363 (07000 DEFEND)

A very warm welcome to all our customers new and old

Carpets starting from £6 sqm
Vinyls starting from £8 sqm

A WIDE SELECTION OF RUGS

BED BONANZA
DOUBLE BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £139.99 
Discounts on full homes.  Also discounted stock.

Floorshop
Unit 12, Mill Lane, Oban Tel: 01631 563316

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Across
7 Straight away (13)
8 Characteristic pattern of behaviour (8)
9 Acclaim (4)
10 Flightless bird of New Zealand (7)
12 Fold (5)
14 Squalid (5)
16 Ballroom dance (3-4)
19 Economical (4)
20 Slash (8)
22 Extra amount to pay (5-5,3)

Down
1 Long for something for oneself (4)
2 Trudge through pudding? (6)
3 Opposite meaning (7)
4 Competitor of speed (5)
5 Deadly (6)
6 Think through (8)
11 Uncultivated person (8)
13 Keep going ahead (7)
15 Unsuccessful (6)
17 Poorly made (6)
18 Seller of an area within which to promot

businesses (5)
21 Thickening agent (4)
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PLANTATION Youth Club 
in Fort William is holding a 
meeting next Thursday night 
(December 10) to encourage 
local people to join the 
committee and help children 
in the area.

The meeting, in the 
Community Hall, Young 
Place, at 7pm, is open to 
anyone who has children 

is welcome. Tea and coffee 

Youth worker Donna Calder 
said: ‘Please come along and 
show your support.’

Fort man 
bought
cigarettes
for children
A FORT William cleaner 

admitting selling cigarettes 
to a group of children.

William Alexander Wright 
claimed he was only trying 
to stop the youngsters 

public toilets he was to 
clean.

William, admitted selling the 
cigarettes to three boys aged 
between 13 and 18 between 

Procurator Fiscal Simon 
Crabb said local children 
would buy cigarettes twice a 
week from the accused. 

Defence agent Stephen 

approached to buy cigarettes 
and drink by up to 10 children 

refused, but then noticed 
the condition of the public 
toilets was deteriorating. 

‘He suspected the children 
of doing this because of his 
refusal to buy cigarettes and 
alcohol. The mistake he made 
was to agree to buy them 

a period of months. On each 
occasion the children would 
come with the exact money, 

‘It was to make his life easier 
within his employment and 

hindsight this was a foolish 
thing to do.’

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘Notwithstanding your own 

to youngsters under 18 it 
is a criminal offence and 
you knew it was a criminal 
offence.’

AN UNEMPLOYED Caol man asked a sheriff to send him 

compensation to Highland Council in May after admitting a 
breach of the peace and smashing a glass door at his home 

Appearing at Fort William Sheriff Court MacPhee, who 
represented himself, was asked by Sheriff Douglas Small 

‘I’ll do the time,’ replied MacPhee, who added he was not 

as he had missed an appointment.
Sentencing MacPhee to 14 days in prison, Sheriff Douglas 

Small told him: ‘Go and get yourself signed on and pay your 
compensation, otherwise you’ll be back here again.’

A WOMAN who caused a 40 
minute stand-off with police 
in Fort William repeatedly 
threatening to throw 
herself off a pier has been 
admonished by a sheriff.

Dalkeith, admitted causing 
a breach of the peace by 
threatening to throw herself 
into Loch Linnhe on a 
slipway near the West End 
Car Park in Fort William on 
Friday October 16 this year.

A CROFTER on Skye has 

remarkable piece of Viking 
history while digging a drain 

Cruard, Sleat, came across 
a strange object after getting 

foot deep drain through peat 

yards from his home next to 
the sea. 

partly washed away the 
bottom of the channel and 
exposed a badly corroded 
four-inch spike of iron.

Intrigued, Graeme began 

stunned as an ancient anchor 

Measuring four feet high 
and a similar distance 
from tip to tip, the artefact 
immediately attracted local 
interest and is undergoing 
dating and metallurgical 
testing.

Preliminary results show 
the anchor is at least of 

origin and could be around 
1,000 years old. 

HIGHLANDS and Islands Fire Board has appointed an 

NORTHERN Constabulary 

numbers at 800 as budget 
cuts begin to bite.

and wages are taken into 
account. Chief Constable 
Ian Latimer said recruitment 

A PORTREE store has won the prestigious 

Retailer.

accolade at a ceremony in the Manchester 
Hilton. The hardware store was established 
more than 30 years ago and now is based in 

are absolutely delighted to win this award 

award alongside major retailers shows that a 
small independent retailer based on the Isle 

focus on customer care, with a bright and 
welcoming shop, strong lighting, extra large 

for customers.
The store also earned praise for its ‘wishing 

well’, where money is collected for charities 
such as Cancer Research, Highland Hospice 
and Crossroads Care. 

admitted assaulting a 10-year-old boy 
has been remanded in custody after 
admitting breaching a probation order.

Archibald Alexander Cattanach, aged 

to probation for one year and 100 hours 

charges of breach of the peace and 
breaching bail at Glendale Road, 

year.

Court, Cattanach then failed to appear 

of assaulting a 10-year-old boy by 
seizing him by the throat, squeezing 
it, lifting him off the ground and 
repeatedly kissing him on the face on 

He also admitted a breach of his 
probation order by committing the 
offence, which he has since admitted.

said: ‘He had thought that the father 
of the child would be in court waiting 
for him. That was the main reason he 
didn’t appear. 

‘He had also been drinking the night 

Sheriff Douglas Small said: ‘Because 
you are in breach of a probation order 
which I imposed on you in October, 

breach report.’
Cattanach is due back in court later 

this month to be sentenced on all 
charges.

Man feared dad’s wrath 
after assault on boy

Graeme at the site where he found the anchor. Beinn Sgroil above Loch Hourn is the 
background.

to stay in fertile south Skye 
and many other places along 
Scotland’s northwestern 
seaboard.

Many Sleat names, such 
as Ornsay - tidal island; 

and Sasaig - south bay are 
of Norse origin. Sleat itself, 

its name to the Vikings.
Mr Mackenzie, a director 

with Camuscross and 

anchor down to the Clan 

Donald Lands Trust Museum 
of the Isles at Armadale to 

He told The Oban Times
recent geological changes 
could offer an answer as to 
why the anchor was found 
on dry land.

He said: ‘Where it was 

Woman threatened to 
throw herself off pier

from Ceilidh during which 
she threatened to jump from 
the pier. She was on a mobile 
phone shouting and insisting 
she be put in contact with a 

approach her she told him: 
‘If he takes one step closer 
I’m going in.’ 

Ceilidh, who suffers from 
post traumatic stress disorder 
following the incident, has 
since been referred to a 
psychologist.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
admonished her.

‘I’ll do the time’ says 
jobless Caol man

Left to right, Jamie Kean, boat building apprentices 
Duncan Bullivant, Gawain Ward-Lowe and David 

Bauermeister, and Mark Stockl. The boat in the 
background is a Sutherland of Shetland boat, and 

belongs to the Caithness family of Achmore.

Bata’ project at Plockton 

at Forestry Commission 
Scotland’s Lorne Forest 
Mill.

The locally grown timbers 
will be used to build and 
repair clinker built sailing 
boats, to the design that is 
unique to Plockton. 

Each year, pupil trainees 
begin to pick up their 
boatbuilding skills by 
working on an older boat 
in need of repair – which 

gets them scraping, sanding, 
painting and oiling. 

Head of technology, teacher 

absolutely delighted with 

larch planks. 
‘It’s excellent quality - 

which is what we need - and 
will really help us with the 
project.

kids to see locally sourced 
wood being used.’ 

Boatbuilding tutor Mark 
Stockl said: ‘The wood is a 
fantastic gift for the project. 
Sourcing wood of this 

quality can be really time 
consuming and costly so the 

really helps.’

with the project worked 
with Commission ranger 
Stuart Findlay to plant 300 
European larches in school 
grounds that will grow 
into mature woodland and 

of timber. 
Stuart Findlay, for the 

Ross and Skye, said: ‘We 
were delighted to supply oak 
for boat ribs to Am Bata.’ 

the high water mark. We are 
on a raised beach, so the land 
has been rising since Viking 
times. Maybe then the tide 
came right up to the point 
where I found it. 

‘The anchor was two feet 
under the peat. I hauled it out 
not realising what was at the 
end of it - but luckily it came 
out in one piece. 

was.

only with a metal handle. 
‘The top of the shaft was 

missing, because it was so 
badly corroded. I assume it 

top, but that’s gone.’
He added: ‘There is treasure 

the clan museum.’ 
In an interim report to 

the Museum of the Isles, a 
spokesperson for the Treasure 

Museums of Scotland said: 
‘At the moment our working 
presumption is that the 

and will probably be claimed 
[by the Crown].’

stopped.

to build up the number of 

Councillor Donald 
Cameron said: ‘This is a 
bleak but realistic picture 
of the way in which a 
worldwide banking scandal 

in the Highlands.’

Constabulary forced 
to make job cuts

Support
youth club 
meeting

Ancient Viking anchor 
found on Skye croft

Jans Mica Hardware staff celebrate the award.

Portree hardware store wins top award

Pupils delight as local wood 
is gifted to boat build project 

THE LARGEST trade union representing Highland Council 
staff has expressed its fury at a potential freeze on wages for 
low-paid workers.

Highland Council is facing tough budget targets as public 
sector spending is increasingly squeezed following the huge 
bail out of banks. But the union is unhappy its members 
should be penalised for bankers’ greed.

abhorrent that our employer should suggest a pay freeze for 
some of the lowest paid workers in the council when they 

Interim fire chief appointed

Union hits out at pay freeze 

Ardlamont
Estates

www.ardlamont.com

Access Ardlamont Estates via the Tarbert - Portavadie Ferry.

Christmas
Fayre Shop Open from Friday 

27th November 
Browse amongst our 
wonderful Christmas gifts 
from beautiful jewellery, 
toys and books to games 
and crafts.

11am - 5.00 pm, 
Thursday ,Friday,
Saturday, Sunday
There will be something 
for everyone.

Torch Lit 
Carriage Drives

Start on 19th December  to 23rd December

 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm 

Book early to avoid disappointment

Mince pies , hot chestnuts and mulled wine 
inclusive of the carriage drive tickets

£7 per person

Tel: 01700 811596 / 01700 811364 evenings or 
email enquiries@ardlamont.com
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MacInnes - Campbell
Ashley Macinnes and Donald Campbell 

returned to their home town of Oban for their 
marriage at Christ Church, Corran Esplanade. 
The happy couple held a reception in Oban’s 

Argyllshire Gathering Halls.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

Smart - Taylor
Patricia Ailsa Smart and Kevin Taylor were 

married at Kilmore Kirk, Oban.

Forbes - Coales
Lorraine Forbes and Stuart Coales were 

held a reception at the Cairnbaan Hotel.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

Black - Cameron
Heather Black and Russell Cameron were 
married at the Church of Scotland, Corran 

Esplanade, Oban. They held a reception at the 
Oban Bay Hotel.

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

Slack - Molsley
Maxine Slack and Keith Molsley were married 

reception in Glen Nevis.
Photograph by Highland Photos, Oban.

The Oban Times Wedding Album

Elder - Wilson
Corrina Elder and Stephen Wilson, both 
of Muirend, Glasgow, were married in 

House Hotel.
Photograph by Highland Photos, Oban.

Sim - MacLeod
married in Muckairn Church, Taynuilt, on 

September 5. The couple held a reception in 
The Royal Hotel, Oban.

Photograph by Michael Mullen.

Stafford, were married at Barcaldine Castle.
Photograph by Highland Photos, Oban.

Marshall - Mulvaney
married in the Casa Monica Hotel, St 
Augustine, Florida. On their return to 

Scotland, the couple held a reception in 
Helensburgh.

McConnochie - 
Nicolson

Lisa McConnochie, of Tobermory, Isle of 
Mull, and Ross Nicolson of Mallaig, were 

married in The Mansion House Hotel, Elgin.
Photograph by Andrew Gransden Photography, 

Buckie, Moray.

Milton - McDonald
Kirsteen Milton and Eddie McDonald, both 

of Glasdrum Avenue, Fort William, were 
married at Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church, 

Fort William, by the Rev D MacQuarrie. 
The couple held a reception at The Moorings 

Hotel, Banavie, Fort William.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Esson - Phee
Brenda Esson and William Phee, both of 
Airdrie, were married at The Ballachulish 
Hotel. The couple also held their reception 

there.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Angus - Fox
Heriot, were married at the Old Pines, Spean 
Bridge. The couple also held their reception 

there.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Lingard - Hamill
Susan Lingard and Ross Hamill, both of 

Newton Mearns, Glasgow, were married in 
Holy Trinity Church, St Andrews. Ross is 

formerly from Fort William.

Bergot - Wilson
Olga Bergot and Scott Wilson, both of Marple, 

Stockport, were married at the Ardanaiseig 
Hotel.

Photograph by Highland Photos, Oban.

Fletcher - Simpson
were married at The Cloisters, Sorrento, 

Lesley Fletcher of Oban.

Lawson - Mitchelmore
and Dougie Lawson, Kinlochleven, and Andy 

Mitchelmore, younger son of Barbara and 
the late David Mitchelmore, Edinburgh, were 

married in George Heriot’s Chapel, Edinburgh.

Send your wedding 
photos to The Editor, 

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4NL, or email        

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Arnold - Oliver
at Tarbert Church, Loch Fyne. The couple held 

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban. 

Missing - Baird
were married at Inverlochy Castle Hotel. The 

couple also held their reception there.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Craig - Kinsella
Shirley Craig and David Kinsella, of Oban, 
were married at Oban Parish Church.The 

couple held a reception in the town’s Royal 
Hotel.

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

McCall - Smith
Valerie McCall and Christopher Smith were 
married at The Manor House Hotel, Oban. 
Valerie is the daughter of Sandra and Tom 

McCall of Pulpit Drive, Oban, and Christopher 
is the son of Netta and Hugh Smith, Bowmore, 

Islay.
Photograph by Devine Images, Falkland, Fife.
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PUPILS from Portree 
High School became the 

Portree High School 

free Gaelic audio tour or a 

Uist children hear the songs of Burns

Dr Fred Freeman toured the Western Isles to promote Burns

As has been said so frequently, Gaelic is being analysed 
and researched to extinction! 

After only thirteen months BBC Alba is being reviewed 
by the BBC Trust. The trust wants reassurance that BBC 
Alba is serving its Gaelic speaking and learner audience; 
contributing to Gaelic education; and attracting a wider 
Scottish audience, and all this on a miniscule budget in 
broadcasting terms! If it is convinced then BBC Alba may 
be made available on free-view.

Since its launch an estimated third of its target Gaelic 
audience has been unable or unwilling to pay again to 
see BBC Alba, which they regard as a public service. You 
have until January 18, 2010 to let the BBC Trust know 
very clearly that you do want BBC Alba on free-view, and 
ask your MP and MSP to support you. 

Online: www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/consultations  or 
Email: trust.consultations@bbc.co.uk

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Skipper Ian Smith and crew member George Brown on board the Aubretia, which is taking part in CCTV trials 
to monitor catches and discards. 15_t15cctv02

Boat’s key fishing role

Councillor tells of hospital fears

Shortfall

worth of

GET AHEAD WITH BUSINESS GATEWAY

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support 
of associated partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks 
may vary. Text costs vary depending on your mobile operator.

Are you a budding entrepreneur looking to turn your 

business dream into a reality, or perhaps you are 

an existing business looking for ideas to take your 

venture on to the next level?

Whatever stage your business is at, Business Gateway

can provide the help and support you need to get 

things moving.  Through a combination of face to 

face advice from a Business Adviser, comprehensive 

online resources, and a range of local workshops, 

businesses across Argyll and Bute can get the support

they need to help make a success of their venture.

From business planning and fi nance to marketing, 

sales and environmental issues, the average 

businessman or woman has to consider a vast range 

of information in their day to day operations. 

But with so much to think about, where do you start?  

Business Gateway has a team of experienced local 

Business Advisers who can meet you to discuss 

your business and tailor the right support for you. 

Whether you need help creating your fi rst business 

plan, or guidance with how to take on new employees 

or expand into new markets, the advisers are there 

to help. 

Business Gateway’s website offers a wealth of 

information and provides clear signposts to the 

advice that is right for your business. To make things 

even easier, a series of interactive tools are available 

to guide you through every step of the process. 

The Business Gateway local offi ce also offers a range 

of workshops to support new and existing businesses 

in this area. Full details are available on the website 

www.bgateway.com or from the local offi ce. 

Workshops running from January 2010 include:

Business Start Up Workshop 

Helps develop your ideas into a practical and 

effective plan to launch your business.

Becoming Self Employed

This workshop will teach you to create and maintain 

records, complete forms and tax returns and give 

advice on calculations, important tax dates, liability 

and NI contributions

If you are interested in fi nding out how 

Business Gateway can help then call the local offi ce 

on 01546 605 459, visit www.bgateway.com

or call 0845 609 6611.

ADVERTORIAL

Last Chance To Get 
£££ For Xmas

Now it’s time to sell!
Gold in any form

Broken Jewellery, Rings, 
Coins, Earings & Chains

Gold is at an all time high 
and we are paying top prices
Cash paid on the spot….

Come and see us at…..
Caledonian Hotel, Oban 

(Top Deck Room)
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th December

11am to 6pm

We also buy Collectors Coins, 
Banknotes, Medals, Millitaria

If you can not make it to our venues, 
call us on this number and we can 

arrange a home visit.
Please call: 0800 954 5306 

or 07590228277.

M.A Manning Purveyors of Fine Gold
Ground Floor, 53 Hamilton Square, 

Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 5AS

LAST
TIME
THIS
YEAR
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

10 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

A pointless 
referendum
ON ST Andrews Day - 
Monday of this week - First 
Minister Alex Salmond 

the details of his Referendum 
Bill but not the vital question 
or questions that the 
legislation would carry were 
it to become an Act. 

We all know that given 
the total opposition of the 
three other parties in the 
Parliament the Bill will fall 

There is little wonder  
Mr Salmond is being told 
repeatedly to forget it and 
get on with more pressing 
business: the economy, 
unemployment, Afghanistan, 
social housing, class sizes 
and the performance, or 
otherwise, of Education 
Minister Fiona Hyslop. 

As a one-time servant of 
the Royal Bank of Scotland 
(RBS) he was employed for 
his analytical skills in risk 
taking.

Most certainly, he hasn’t 
really forgotten them but 
he refuses to apply them to 
the qustion that he should be 
addressing: with the united 
opposition of the three other 
political parties in Holyrood: 
what chance have I got of 
getting my independence 
measure through all its 
stages?

The answer is none.
Going ahead with it, what 

can he possibly hope to 
achieve? He cites the 15,000  
people who have taken part in 
his ‘National Conversation’. 

Fine, but of these 15,000 
who attended were not 
14,500 members of the 
SNP?

What could  the other 
reasons be? Divert attention 
from all the broken promises? 
Maybe raise patriotic 
fervour to force the  Unionist 
MSPs to acknowledge that 
could be some merit in 
independence?

Unlikely, considering the 
plummeting of support in the 
opinion polls and the result 
of the North-East Glasgow 
by-election.

It would seem that as a 
devoted follower of Robert 
the Bruce he is mindful of 
the tale of the spider and that 
creature’s determination to 
succeed against all odds.

Fine, but Mr Salmond, we 
are living in an allegedly 
sophisticated 21st century 
society, not one which has at 
its kernel ‘might is right’. 

As I have repeatedly said, 
the SNP has to learn that 
when the ‘chips are down’ 
independence is way down 
the list of priorities of the 
ordinary Scot when he/she 
needs a job, cash in hand and 
a rising standard of living. 

None of these will come 
about through the current 
Referendum Bill. 

Move on, Mr Salmond. 
Solve the economic problems 
that bedevil us now. Don’t 
want ‘jam tomorrow’ but 
‘bread and butter’ today!

Government/
local
authorities -
together/apart
THERE is no doubt that 
the cost of a sophisticated 
education system from 
nursery classes for two-year 

places for 70-year-olds, 

never mind those who wish 
to do a second or subsequent 
PhD is almost too much for 
most of the local authorities, 
even given that government 
already hands out more than 
70 per cent of it. 

With all the unrest 
politically about dwindling 
teacher numbers and class 
size reductions it is not 
surprising that we have 
begun to hear in recent days 
that education should be 
transferred totally to be the 
responsibility of the Scottish 
Education Department. 

Local councillors would 
have no imput at all.

When quietly contemplating 
the prospect of such, lazy 
councillors may be tempted 
to say: ‘what a great idea, 
one thing less for me to 
worry about’. 

However, those who elect 
him/her might not be so 
enthusiastic as they still want 
to talk to their councillor 
when something goes awry. 

The same scenario could 

paid out by local authorities 
for what are essentially 
health matters. In particular, 
free full personal care, 
which has been a permanent 
millstone round the necks of 
councils.

It is a classic case of what 
the late Lord Glenkinglas, 
formerly Right Honourable 
Michael Noble MP, for Argyll 
and and Bute, criticised 40 
years ago when he said: 
‘One of the major problems 
of local government has 
been, and is, that parliament 
legislates for new laws to 
be implemented by councils 
but never provides enough 
revenue to enable them to do 
their new tasks effectively.’

This has been the case in 
Scotland since the attempted 
implementation of the 
Sutherland Report on support 

Such is the situation 
now that, again, there are 
demands that the funding for 
this should come from the 
government with no local 
authority involvement.

Eventually, this begs the 
question as to what would 
local government have left 
to do. 

Would it become little more 
than another community 
council - a ‘toothless talking 
shop’?

Royalty in 
Bermuda
HM THE Queen and her 
Consort have been enjoying 
excellent sunshine in 
Bermuda and now in Trinidad 
and Tobago where the heads 
of the Commonwealth are 
meeting.

Those who notice what the 
Royals are doing  must have 
gasped at the appearance 
of a strangely dressed male 
who approached the Duke 
of Edinburgh looking like 
someone who had lost his 
trousers and was forced to 
address the Royals in his 
boxer shorts!

But, no, he was in bright red 
Bermuda shorts to present 
the Duke with a pair.  

Although not so garish as 
his, the chances of seeing 
HRH accompanying the 
Queen in these are absolutely 
nil!

80th birthday 
celebrations
NO MATTER what else 
was happening in 1929, 
more than 100 prospective 
members attended a meeting 
which led to the formation of 
Govan Gaelic Choir. 

In recognition of the 
past 80 years, a birthday 
celebration dinner took place 
on Saturday November 21 in 
the Swallow Hotel, Glasgow. 
Even more than attended that 

dinner which, in true Govan 
Gaelic Choir tradition, was 
very much a fun evening. 
The guests were piped in 
by Calum Ross and then 
president Mairi MacKenzie 
- yes, Mairi is still the 
president! - welcomed 
present and past members 
and friends of the choir. 

Sadly Eoghan Brown, 
the last surviving original 
member of the choir, passed 
away just a few weeks prior 
to the dinner but it was 
pleasing that his daughters 
Margaret and Myrtle were 
present and they cut the 
birthday cake. 

After the meal Mairi and 
Archie Fraser, former Gaelic 
Reader for the choir, detailed 
some of the events of the 
past 80 years. There was a 
great pride in the success 
of the choir in the Lovat & 
Tullibardine competition, in 

to attend the Pan Celtic 
Festival in Killarney and 
also winning a BBC Top 
Choir Competition but it was 
apparent from the humorous 
reminiscing that having 
fun was always top of the 
agenda.

Archie proposed a toast to 
the choir and Calum Angus 
MacDonald, a choir member, 
gave a witty reply. 

It has not always been easy 
for the choir and just 12 
years ago they attended the 
National Mod with only 18 
members and a possibility of 
disbanding. However, with a 
core of members willing to 

in shining armour and Sandy 
Sinclair agreed to conduct 
the choir for six months. 
This became 11 years 
and in recognition of his 
stewardship of the choir, now 
that he has decided to retire, 
the youngest incumbent of 
the choir, Shona MacLennan, 
presented him with gifts 
from the choir. 

Alistair MacKenzie, who 
joined the choir in 1953, 
presented Elizabeth Sinclair 

demonstrated that he is just as 
comfortable in the speaking 
role when he thanked the 
choir for their work and their 
friendship over the years. 

The remainder of the 
evening was informal with 
performances from the 
choir and many soloists, 
past and present members 
of the choir as well as 
tunes from accordionist 
Charlie Kirkpatrick. Finlay 
MacDonald proposed the 
vote of thanks at the end of 
a most pleasant evening and 
the choir, which now has a 
healthy membership, can 
look forward to the years 
ahead.

Echoes of Oban
AFTER last year’s successful 
reintroduction in Glasgow of 
the Echoes of Oban concert, 
featuring winners from the 
Argyllshire Gathering, the 
2009 concert in the College 
of Piping proved to be 
another evening of excellent 
piping.

with many legendary 
pipers and teachers present, 

when Jim Murray opened 
proceedings with a few light 
tunes. He was followed by 
Craig Sutherland, surely one 
of Scotland’s outstanding 
talents, who won the 
MacGregor Memorial 
Trophy for under 22 year 
olds at the tender age of 
16. Craig Drummond who 
won the Silver Medal then 
delighted the audience before 
the return of Jim Murray 

As a diversion from piping, 
Robert Wallace, MC for 
the evening, showed some 
photographs from old copies 
of the Piping Times and then 
played a recording of the 
1952 Argyllshire Gathering, 
featuring Pipe Major Donald 
MacLeod.

It was then the turn of 
Alistair Dunn to show why 
he was the Gold Medal 
winner in Oban in 2009 and 
in Inverness in 2004. The 
evening was brought to a 
close by winner of the March 
Glen Brown. An interesting 
and encouraging feature of 
this concert was the young 
age of the pipers.

Ceol’s Craic
THE CHRISTMAS Night 
Out at Ceol’s Craic at the 
CCA, Sauchiehall Street on 
Saturday December 5 will 
feature Bodega, Mod Gold 
Medallist Darren MacLean 
and special guest Seasaidh 
Lexy.

Diary dates
Thursday December 3:
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Dinner, Glasgow 
Hilton, Grosvenor Hotel, 7 
for 7.30 pm. Live at the Star, 
St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Eddie Walker.
Friday December 4:
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Gathering Concert, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 7.30pm. 
Dance to Deoch ’n Dorus, 
Glasgow University Union, 
10.30pm to 2am. Glasgow 
Hospital’s Christmas Carol 
Concert, CLIC Sargent, 
Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday December 
5: Gaelic Day, Clann 
Gaidhlig, University of the 
West of Scotland. Contact 
clanngaidhlig@hotmail.
com. Bearsden Fiddler’s 
Rally, Milngavie Town 
Hall, 7pm. Telephone 
0141 956 1906 for tickets. 
Stirling Branch, An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, Lesser Albert 
Halls, Stirling, 7.30pm.  
Glasgow Mid Argyll Shinty 
Club buffet ceilidh dance, 
Hillhead Sports Club, 8pm.
Friday December 11:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceildih, Lesser Town Hall, 
7.30pm. Perth Gaelic Society 
Ceilidh, St Matthew’s Church 
Hall, Tay Street, Perth, 
7.30pm. Phoenix Choir, 
Homecoming Christmas 
Concert, Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday December 12:
Glasgow Skye Association 

St Stephen’s Church Centre, 
2.30pm.

Pub scene
THIS weekend’s music in the 
Park Bar will be provided by 
Calum Iain MacCorquodale 
on Friday and Saturday  and 
Gunna Sound on Sunday.  

A new feature in the Park 
is that there will be a Robert 
Nairn Jam Session on 
Thursday evenings.

On Friday in the Islay 
Inn it will be Gunna Sound 
with Pneumatic Drills on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

The Oban Times

Oban Distillery staff - 1963

Residents     
get their
say at last
Sir,
Just a short note to express 
my thanks to The Oban Times
and the various MSP/MPs, 

Kinlochleven residents who 
have collectively ‘persuaded’ 
Kinlochleven Community 

to at least consult with the 
community before making 
any  decision on the future 
use of the building.

versions of the events over 
the last two years, which 
have lead to the current 
divisive situation, can 
hopefully now be put to one 
side as a separate issue. The 

shows a £10,000 ‘funding 
pot’ has been allocated to 
defend an ongoing legal 
dispute. Rather worrying 
when added to a £12,000/50 
per cent raise in wages bill 
and a £30,000 drop in rental 
income for KCT in the last 
12 months.

While it is very unfortunate 
that Councillor Gormley 
has personally had to take 

for outing the KCT board 
over this protracted and 
unnecessary situation, he 
can hopefully take some 
satisfaction in that KCT has 
agreed to consult with the 
whole community rather 
than its previous select few. 
Perhaps his fellow KCT 
board members can now 
also accept that having an 
alternative view need not 
always be a terminal blow 
against the collective KCT 
board requiring resignation.

The other positive note 
is that this well publicised 
issue - courtesy of The
Oban Times - over alleged 
‘potential insider trading’ has 
raised local awareness within 
Kinlochleven residents who 
should consider taking a 
more active role in future 
development work that 
will impact on the village, 
rather than leaving it to the 
usual suspects who may not 
always have as complete 

a grasp of local opinion as 
they might think. Regardless 
of who eventually becomes 
the successful business 
occupant of the Aluminium 
Story building, at least the 
residents will now have had 
their opportunity to have 
their say on what they want. 

Road, Kinlochleven. 

Valuable 
building
Sir,
I refer to your recent series of 
reports on the acquisition of 
the Aluminum Story  - library 
building - in Kinlochleven.  

As a result of the articles, 
Kinlochleven Community 
Trust (KCT) has issued a 
letter to the public entitled 
‘Statement of facts’.

I wish to address 
certain inaccuracies therein.  
KCT states the relocation 

request from local residents 
during the 2007 ‘Margin’ 
consultation process. I  have 
all documentation pertaining 
to this consultation. The 

and list every suggestion 
made by the community.

The relocation of the post 

KCT states that the present 

many decades, is deemed 

is also misleading. The 
present building has not 

inaccessible to wheelchairs 
and prams. 

KCT describe the lengthy 
administrative process as 
the reason the building 
remains closed. This is 
semantics. There was no 
hurry to complete the 
documents as the postmaster 
was and still is not in the 
position to relocate. 

to relocate there will involve 
a lengthy consultation which 
would not begin, if at all, 
until January 2010. 

The present debate should 
not centre on the relocation 

continuing mismanagement 
of this organisation. A 

valuable building was 
handed to its then chairman 

plan. Missives were then 
changed which render the 
building unavailable for any 
other business. 

Despite knowledge that its 
preferred tenant is unable 
to occupy, KCT continue 
to reserve the building and 
rebuff other proposals.

KCT state that should 
the postmaster be unable 
to commit unconditionally 
then it will seek public 
consultation. I would 
appeal that the KCT 
read through the Margin 
consultation document, a 
process which cost the 
community more than 
£17,000. That may prevent 
any further unnecessary 
consultations, which would 
further delay this building 
being occupied. 

Kinlochleven.

Get the post 
office moved
Sir,
I am truly dismayed to 
learn that ‘The Aluminium 
Story’ in Kinlochleven has 
been closed for almost two 
years, that the development 
trust has failed to put a plan 
together for the building and 
that there has been debate 

to the site. 
It’s a prime site for 

goodness sake. Get the post 

half way thriving business 
in the village. There’s not 
even a papershop any more. 
The cafe remains closed, 
although there is a sign on 
the door for large groups, 
with a phone number. 

For goodness sake, will 
there ever be a time when 
people with Kinlochleven’s 
interests at heart will run the 
development company?

Australia.

Stacain wind 
farm
Sir, 
McCaig’s cynicism in 
describing the Stacain wind 
farm as a ‘relatively small 
wind farm’ is absurd. 

How can anyone view 14 
towers, complete with rotors, 
each reaching 110 metres as 
small?

The applicants are alleged 
to be claiming that the 
refusal, due to golden eagle 
welfare interests, ‘could 
sterilise huge tracts of land 
unnecessarily’. Another view 
might be, permission granted 
will open up even greater 
tracts of land to development 
by wind farm operators, by-

passing the welfare interests 
of golden eagles.

He should also take a view 
of all of the other ‘small’ 
wind farms vying to saturate 
the sky-line surrounding  
lovely Loch Awe. 
Name and address 

Dr Mckelvie, 
Oban
Sir,
Do any readers have any 
history of an Oban GP, Dr 
Mckelvie, circa 1870-1890, 
whose name was given to a 
local hospital.

Tributes to him on retiring 
referred to his personal 
care for his patients. Any 
help on this would be much 
appreciated.
Dr Jamie Mckelvie, The 
Medical Centre, McAulay 

Cough up
for school
Sir, 
Following the recent council 
meeting in Campbeltown I, 
along with some colleagues, 
visited the grammar school 
to see the current state of the 
building.

Unsurprisingly, as a typical 
1960s build, it suffers from 
all the faults of that era, and 
more into the bargain. Leaky 

that cannot open, stained 

dampness and old fashioned 
classroom layout. 

No wonder education 
inspectors rated the building 
as ‘unsatisfactory’. It is 

and it is to the great credit of 
staff and students that overall 
achievement is sustained in 
such an environment. 

The efforts made for 
Children in Need are 
testament to a great spirit 
within the school. 

The replacement of heating 
and electrics have improved 
matters, but ultimately the 
best solution is to build a 
new grammar school. 

Thankfully Campbeltown 
Grammar is Argyll and 
Bute’s number one education 
priority. However, with new 
secondary schools costing 
between £20-40million, and 
the council’s entire annual 
capital budget for schools, 
roads, harbours, lights, town 
centres et al being just £15m,  
the Scottish Government 
needs to step up to the mark 
and provide money. Maybe 
if the £12m cost of the SNP’s 
referendum bill that no-one 
wants was chopped that 
could be a down payment on 
a new school? 

Mulvaney.

Vital that the interests of 
public are safeguarded
HAVING an unregistered 
social worker dealing with 
vulnerable clients in Argyll 
and Bute is far from an ideal 
situation.

Social workers deal with 
some of the most vulnerable 
people in our society, from 
the elderly to at-risk young 
children. It is vital that the 
public feel reassured that 

local authorities are doing 
everything possible to 
safeguard their interests.

The laws regarding 
the monitoring of those 
registered to act as social 
workers are there for good 
reason and local authorities 
and individuals must ensure 
that they adhere to these 
rules.
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AN ENTERPRISING Argyll 
community is marshalling 
the power of internet giant 
Amazon to raise funds for 
local projects. 

Through their own 
Amazon Craignish Club, 

their friends and neighbours 

are reading, buy books 
and music and donate to 
community projects, at no 
extra cost.

Donate to community 
Luke Silvan, computer 

whiz and webmaster of 
the Craignish community 
website, said he hoped the 

simple system would reap 

‘For every click that goes 
through and results in an 
order, Amazon will give you 

donate to the community 
company without paying 
anything extra.’ 

Craignish Community 
Company will then use the 
funds to support a youth 
club, green energy and 
work for affordable housing 
on the peninsula. 

As well as accessing the 
whole of Amazon’s stock, 
there is an added local 

dimension. People can get 
reading tips from others 

out who is a fan of Bugsy 
Malone, Iain Banks or The 
Little Shop of Horrors.

‘I thought it would be quite 
novel if people can see what 
their neighbours are reading 

and listening to,’ explained 
Luke. ‘I went around and 

their top ten favourite books 
– so you can see what Joe 
Bloggs next door has got on 
his bookshelf.’ 

new web gizmo, there have 

already been a few purchases 
and Luke hopes that coming 
up to Christmas, people will 
use it to buy gifts online.

The link on the site, 
www.craignish.net, is not 
restricted to Craignish 
residents and can be used 
by anyone.

Amazon raises funds for Craignish community

CONSERVATIVE MSP 
Jamie McGrigor claimed 
the highest expenses of 
all Highlands and islands 
MSPs and was tenth highest 
among all 129 members of 
the Scottish Parliament.

Mr McGrigor, who claimed 
£43,593 for his expenses 
in the past year, above the 
MSP’s basic salary of just 
over £51,000, said that that 
the amounts relate to the 
size of the area he has to 
cover and that his claim had 
dropped by around £1,000 
this year. 

Elsewhere in the 
Highlands, constituency 
MSP for Inverness East, 
Nairn and Lochaber, the 

SNP’s Fergus Ewing, 
claimed £42,932 while Jim 
Mather, SNP member for 
Argyll and Bute claimed 
£29,688.

Of the other Highlands 
and islands list MSPs, Rob 
Gibson (SNP) claimed 
£30,034 while Dave 
Thompson (SNP) claimed 
£37,749.

Of the Labour list MSPs 
Rhoda Grant claimed 
£34,927 while Peter Peacock 
claimed  £33,654 and David 
Stewart claimed £34,363.

Mr McGrigor’s fellow 
Conservative Highlands 
and islands list MSP, Mary 
Scanlon, claimed £38,023.

Dugald Johnson of 

‘No doubt we will here the 
usual excuses,  distance 
to Holyrood, unsociable 
hours etc., but if this is such 
a hardship why not stand 
aside and let somebody else 
do the job?

‘How can Jamie McGrigor 
justify approx £900 per week 
expenses. Local businesses 
must cringe at this man’s 
excesses when it is hard 
enough just to survive in 
this economic climate.

‘How our local swimming 
pool and other good causes 

per week expenses incurred 
by Jim Mather.’

‘I am glad to see they are 
down this year because I 
have been very careful. It 
all relates to the enormous 
area I have to cover from 
Campbeltown to Shetland. 
It’s a very large mileage.’

Mr McGrigor added that 
as well as transport costs, 
accommodation, surgery 
and advertising costs were 
included in the expenses 
which are all authorised by 
parliament.

Shetland MSP Tavish 
Scott had the highest claim 
at nearly £58,000 with 
fellow Liberal Democrat 
and Caithness MSP Jamie 
Stone’s claim second highest 
at just over £50,000.

Highland MSP 
defends high 
expenses claims

KILMARTIN House 
Museum director, Dr Sharon 
Webb, has been appointed 
to a new government think-
tank, recently established 
by Scottish culture minister 
Michael Russell.

Dr Webb will sit on the 
group alongside important 

as the director of National 
Museums Scotland, Gordon 
Rintoul; the chairman of 
Culture and Sport Glasgow, 
Bailie Liz Cameron, and 
John Leighton, director 
general of National Galleries 
Scotland.

Museum provision 

museum provision across the 
whole of Scotland has been 
examined by the Scottish 
government,’ explained Dr 
Webb.

well as caring for the 
nation’s material cultural 
heritage, museums and 
galleries play a major 
role in Scotland’s cultural 
life, not to mention their 
considerable contribution to 
the economy. But they are 
often under resourced, and 
not always acknowledged 
for the work that they do.’

The idea of a Think-Tank 

museums and galleries 
summit, hosted by Michael 
Russell and held in Stirling 

in June this year.
Its members have been 

asked to consider the key 
challenges facing the 
museums sector in the 
years ahead and make 
recommendations on how 
best to articulate the sector’s 
contribution to Scottish 
society.
Internationally important 

Glen is an internationally 
important archaeological 
landscape and is fundamental 
for telling the wider story of 
Scotland. Kilmartin House 
Museum plays a vital role 
in preserving objects and 
monuments, and helping 
both locals and visitors to 

enjoy the rich archeological 
heritage of Argyll, yet we 
have often struggled for 
resources and funding. 

‘Over the past few years, 
the museum has worked 
in partnership with other 
bodies including National 
Museums Scotland, Historic 
Scotland and Argyll and Bute 
Council.  These partnerships 
have partly helped us to 
overcome the challenges 
faced by an organisation 
such as ours working in a 
rural environment. I hope to 
bring this experience to the 
Think Tank and trust that it 

the sector.’

Argyll museum 
director
appointed to 
government
think tank

Dr Sharon Webb, director of Kilmartin House 
Musuem, has been selected to sit on a new Scottish

 government think tank. 

THE DEVELOPERS 
behind Stacain Wind Farm 

appeal against the Scottish 
government’s decision to 
overturn local approval of 
their 14-turbine wind farm 
near Inveraray.

Wind Prospect and 

to the Court of Session on 
November 18 following 
the Scottish government’s 
decision in October.

The wind farm received 
local planning consent from 
Argyll and Bute Council in 
December 2007. 

But Scottish ministers 
upheld the inquiry reporter 
David Russell’s conclusion 
that permission should be 
refused because the turbines 
between Loch Awe and Loch 
Fyne would ‘introduce’ a 
risk of collision for golden 
eagles.

The turbines would be 
within an area that is under 
consideration as a special 
protection for golden eagles 
by Scottish Natural Heritage 
under the European Union 
Birds Directive.

Mr Russell said the effects 
of the proposed wind farm 
would affect the integrity of 
a special protection area and 
the effect on golden eagles 
would be unacceptable.

The appeal by the wind 
farm directors seeks to 
prevent establishing a legal 
precedent, whereby any wind 
farm planning application 
could be refused on the 
basis that it might one day 
be designated a conservation 
area under EU directives.

A spokeswoman for the 

advised that the basis of 
the Scottish government’s 
decision to overturn the local 
approval on the sole grounds 
that the site might possibly 
become a special protection 

Moreover, this decision by 
the Scottish government 

of renewable energy in 
Scotland. We therefore feel 
we have no alternative other 
than to appeal to the court.’

More than 800 people 
supported the wind farm 
application, including 
Inveraray and District and
Glenorchy and Innishail 
community councils, 
while 900 were opposed 
to it, including Avich and 
Kilchrenan Community 
Council.

Wind farm 
to appeal 
government
decision

Key challenges facing 
museums sector come 
under the spotlight

A FAMOUS Islay whisky 
trilogy has made $21,600 
at Christie’s auctioneers in 
New York.

The Bowmore 1964 
Trilogy had an asking price 
of $18,000 and included 
the newly-released Gold 
Bowmore, White Bowmore 
(released in 2008) and 
Black Bowmore (released in 
2007).

Charles Curtis of Christie’s, 

excited interest worldwide 
and was keenly pursued by 
potential buyers. 

‘We are honoured to have 
been the route to market for 
the debut of this prestigious 
spirit, and believe that this 
result demonstrates the 
strength of the nascent market 
for collectible spirits.’

Mike Keiller, chief 
executive of Morrison 

‘For the entire 1964 
Bowmore Trilogy to have 
been sold for an incredible 
price at the most prestigious 
auction house in the world 

note to end on for this unique 
collection of whisky.’ 

Islay
whisky
trilogy in 
demand in 
New York

A BID to protect some of 

haunts has been rejected by 
the Scottish parliament.

As part of the Scottish 
Marine Bill, the Scottish 
Greens wanted to give 
Scottish government ministers 
the power to designate ‘surf 
reserves’ around Scotland’s 
coastline.

However, the proposal has 
been rejected by the rural 
affairs and environment 
committee.

The move by the Greens 
would have meant well-
known surf spots like 
Machrihanish and Tiree 
being protected under the 
Bill against inappropriate 
development, poor water 
quality and restricted access.

Green MSP Robin Harper 

spots around the world 
are under threat from 
inappropriate developments, 
restricted access and poor 
water quality. We need to 
ensure Scotland’s assets 
aren’t threatened in the same 
way, and there are areas 
around Scotland’s coastline 
that should gain special 
protection as surf reserves.

‘A number of international 

been held in Scotland in 
recent years. Surfers regularly 
visit and boost the local 
economies of some of the 
most remote and vulnerable 
communities in Scotland.’

protection
rejected

PORTREE High School has 
been crowned the winners 
of this year’s BT Scotland 
National Gaelic Schools 
Debate.

The Skye team of Eilidh 
Robertson and Anna 
McMullen overcame 
tough competition from 

runners-up Eilidh Munro 
and Heather Kindness of 
Bishopbriggs Academy to 
clinch the coveted trophy 

at the Scottish parliament 

was broadcast live on BBC 
Radio nan Gaidheal. 

Pupils from 15 schools 
across Scotland took part 
in the competition – now 
in its 10th year – with heats 
throughout November.

are delighted to have won 
– we didn’t expect it at all. 

‘Our Gaelic teacher 

Eoghan Stewart is going to 
buy us a cake!’

The Bishopbriggs team of 
Eilidh Munro and Heather 
Kindness are taught by 
Catherine MacLeod, 
originally from Vatersay. 

Heather won the best 
overall speakers prize.

Portree win national Gaelic schools’ debate
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DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 2,115 sheep of all classes 
at Dingwall on Thursday when lambs increased in value and ewes 
maintained the keen rates of the last sale.

Lambs averaged £50.39 and sold to £85 twice for Beltex crosses 
from Caberfeidh, Glenurquhart, and Texels from 25 Fairmuir Road, 
Muir of Ord.

Correct ewes averaged £41.72 and sold to £96 for Texels from 25 Fair-
muir Road while broken mouth ewes sold to £40.50 twice for Cheviots 
and Blackfaces from Old Croft House, Carrbridge.

Feeding ewes averaged £50.75 and sold to £84 gross for Suffolks 
from Ankerville, Nigg while feeding sheep sold to £65 for a Texel cross 
wedder from Charleston, North Kessock.

Rams sold to £90 for a Cheviot from Tighnahinch, Alcaig.

UNITED Auctions sold 5,969 prime sheep including 
4,996 lambs averaging 163.8p (-0.39p) and 972 ewes 
and rams at Stirling last Thursday.

Beltex lambs from Luckenburn sold to £87.50 and 
199p per kilo with Texel lambs from Finmont to 
£84.50. Suffolk and Charollais lambs from Ardtornish 
sold to 182p and 178p per kilo.

Suffolk ewes from Newton of Collessie fetched £105 
with Balbaird selling Texels to £98. Wester Highgate 
sold Mules to £79.50 and Blackface to £63.

UNITED Auctions sold 
sold 299 store cattle at 
Stirling last Wednesday.

 Bullocks averaged 
160.4p  (+5.57p) and sold 
to 202.3p per kg for a 
304kg Limousin cross 
from Spouthead and £930 
for a 606kg Charolais 
cross from Hallquarter.

Heifers averaged 156.6p 
(+4.8p) and sold to 202p 
per kg for a 396kg Limou-
sin cross from Broomhill 
and £840 for a 472kg 
Charolais cross from 
Tangytavil, Campbel-
town.

Cast cows averaged 
88.2p and sold to 122.2p 
per kg for an Aberdeen 
Angus cross cow from 
Low Gameshill and £975 
for a Simmental cross 
from Victoria.

HILL farmers are to receive 
a cash boost in January, fol-
lowing an announcement 
by the Scottish Government 
that a 19 per cent increase in 
payments under the Less Fa-
voured Area Support Scheme 
(LFASS) will take effect in 
the new year. 

An annoucement that many 

crofters and farmers will 
receive their Single Farm 
Payments (SFP) starting this 
week, has also been warmly 
welcomed.

The National Farmers Un-
ion of Scotland (NFUS) chief 
executive, James Withers 
said: ‘It is great news for 
Scottish farmers and crofters 

that the Scottish Government 
has maintained its excellent 
record in getting lifeline SFP 
out the door and into farmers’ 
bank accounts.

‘This injection of funds into 
the country’s farm businesses 
is hugely important to rural 
communities as a whole and 
helps underpin the economic 

and environmental activity 
that farming generates.’

With a further 19 per cent 
rise in the pipeline for next 
year’s LFASS, the increases 
are expected to deliver £15 
million to active farmers in 
remote rural areas. 

The economic boost fol-
lows a review of the Scot-

land Rural Development 
Programme earlier this year 
which signalled changes 
to ensure support for rural 
Scotland is targeted where 
needed most.

Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs Richard Lochhead 
said: ‘Our hill farmers oper-

-

cult economic and geograph-
ic conditions. Additional 
funding will be a welcome 
boost for them, their busi-
nesses and the families and 
communities they support.

‘Further improvements to 
farming payments can be 
expected in 2010 to ensure 
support is targeted to where 

it’s needed most. We are 
considering further changes 
to the way LFASS works. 

‘We will also continue to 
make the case for continued 
direct support for farmers 
ahead of any changes to the 
CAP, highlighting the unique 
circumstances which face 
our industry.’  

FORT WILLIAM 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg – 4 Glebe-
hill, Kilchoan, £345, 194.9p; 
201-250kg – Market Stance, Fort 
Augustus, £450, 180.7p; 
251-300kg – Burnbank, £650,Mar-
ket Stance, 199.3p; 
301-350kg – 7 Back of Keppoch, 
Arisaig, £625, 195.3p; 
351-400kg – 11A Carnoch, Glen-
coe, £655, Gorten, 182.2p; 
401-450kg – 4 Muirshearlich, Ba-
navie, £560, Gorten, 168.2p. 
Heifers up to 250kg – Insh Farm, 
Spean Bridge, £320, 150.2p; 
251-300kg – 7 Back of Keppoch, 
£430, 4 Muirshearlich, 151.1p; 
301-350kg – 17 Inveroy, £540, 
179.4p.
Cow with calf: 
AA – Craigdhu, £1000. 
In calf heifer: AA – Craigdhu, 
£1000.
Prices per kilo
OTM cattle: 
Kinlochmoidart Farm, (SimX), 
100.3p, 94.8p; Reispole Farm, 
Acharacle, (Sho) 86.7p.
OTM cattle: 

Kilmalieu, (Lim), £605, £575; 
Craigard, Banavie, (AAX), £445.
Sheep
Store lambs: 
TexelX: Blargie Farm, £67.50; 
S u f f o l k X :  B l a rg i e  F a r m , 
£65.500;
Mule: Moy Farm, Banavie, 
£64.50;
Cheviot: Dykelands, £60; 
Blackface:Mamore, Fort William, 
£56.50;
Cross: Blargie Farm, £56; 
Zwarble: 7 Ferrindonald, Sleat, 
£51.
Ewes:
Cheviot: Corriebheinn Farms, 
Portree, £52; 
SuffolkX: White House, £50; 
Cross: Croft of Clune, £43; 
Blackface: 6 Bracara, Morar, 
£40.
Feeding sheep: 
Cheviot: Blarour, £49; 
Blackface: Borlum Farm, Fort 
Augustus, £47; 
Cross: 15 Aird, Sleat, £43.
DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

Lambs:
TexX – Woodend, Killearnan, 
£74;
Cross – 13 Nether Inshes, Inver-
ness, £73; 
SuffX – Ardnagrask, Muir of 
Ord, £72; 
Chev – Heathmount, Tain, £72; 
Suff – Ashton Farm, Inverness, 
£70.50;
BeltX – Caberfeidh, £66; 
Mule – Balloan , Farr, £65.50; 
BF – Inchbae Farm, Little Garve, 
£60;
ZwaX – Achvaneran Farm, Farr, 
£58;
Meatlinc – Clynelish, Brora, 
£56.50.
Correct ewes: 
Suff – 25 Fairmuir Road, £94; 
TexX – Woodend, £76; 
Cross – 192 The Doll, Brora, 
£73;
Belt – Braes of Coulmore, North 
Kessock, £72; 
Chev – Edderton, Helmsdale, 
£71;
SuffX – 13 Nether Inshes, £68; 
Mule – Brae-edge Farm, Castle-
town, £65; 
LlyX – Corrimony, Glen Urqu-
hart, £64; 

Lleyn – Corrimony, £59; 
BF – Corrimony, £48
Feeding ewes: 
Suff – Charleston, North Kes-
sock, £79; 
TexX – Ankerville, £78; 
CHM – Greenlands, Arabella, 
£69;
Mule – Ankerville, £68; 
Chev – Charleston, £64.50; 
Tex – Greenlands, £59; 
X – 12 Laxdale, Stornoway, £47.
Feeding sheep: 
Mule – Flichity Mains, Farr, 
£55;
BF – North Raasay Sheep Stock 
Club, Raasay, £49; 
Chev – 58 Rheanbreck, Lairg, 
£49;
Lleyn – Corrimony, £47.
Rams:
Chev – Morvich, Rogart, £80; 
Tex – Charleston, £78; 
BF – Milton Farm, Aberarder, 
£70.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg  Drumardoch £330, 
136.4p;
301-350kgs – Spouthead £615, 

202.3p;
351-400kgs – East Banknock 
£795, 199.7 p; 
401-450kgs – Broomhill £825, 
194.6p;
451-500kgs – Tangytavil £850, 
178.6p;
501-550kgs – Tangytavil £875, 
167.3 p; 
551-600kgs – Derculich £910, 
161.9p;
601-650kgs Hallquarter £930, 
153.5p.
Heifers:                                                                               
301-350kgs – Dall £480, 151.4p; 
351-400kgs – Broomhill £800, 
202p;
401-450kgs – Broomhill £750, 
181.6p;
451-500kgs – Tangytavil £840, 
178p;
501-550kgs – Ormiston Mains 
£770, 153.1p; 
551-600kgs – Stoopshill £805, 
145.3p.
Cows:
Victoria (SimX) £975; Derculich 
(ContX) £865; Norrieston (Fr) 
£765; Low Gameshill (AAX) 
£755; Cowden (Lim) £735.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd., sold 49 store 
cattle, 10 adult head of breeding cattle, 11 Over 30 
Month cattle and 784 sheep of all classes at Fort 
William last Friday when all classes met a strong 
enquiry.

Bullocks averaged 170.8p and sold to 216.7p per kg 
for a pair of 300kg Charolais crosses from Burnbank, 
Glencoe, and £720 for a 428kg Limousin cross from 
Gorten, Arisaig.

Heifers averaged 159p and sold to 212.5p per kg for 
a 400kg Aberdeen Angus from Craigdhu, Banavie, 
and £1,000 for a 500kg Aberdeen Angus also from 
Craigdhu.

Young bulls averaged 156.2p and sold to 180.1p 
per kg for a pair of 211kg Limousin crosses from 17 
Inveroy, Roybridge, and £460 for a 359kg Shorthorn 
from 11A Carnoch, Glencoe.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,300 gross for an Ab-
erdeen Angus cow with a heifer calf at foot from 
Craigdhu. Over 30 Month cattle averaged 82.6p and 
sold to 106.5p per kg for a 540kg Limousin cross 
heifer from Kilmalieu, Ardgour, and £615 on four 
occasions for 649kg and 613kg Simmental cross 
heifers from Kinlochmoidart Farm, Acharacle.

Lambs averaged £36.95 per head and sold to £70 for 
Suffolk crosses from White House, Fort Augustus.

Ewes sold to £57 for Crosses from Dykelands, 
Fort William.

Feeding sheep sold to £56 twice for Cheviots from 
Dykelands and a Blackface wedder from Croft of 
Clune, Newtonmore.

Tangytavil 
Charolais
sell to £840 
at Stirling

FARMERS in Argyll are be-
ing asked to support a cam-
paign to end grant payments 
to inactive landowners and 
encourage more employment 
and environmental manage-
ment on the land.

Single Farm Payment 
The National Farmers’ Un-

ion made the case for the new 
approach to the future of the 
Single Farm Payment (SFP) 
at the ninth in a series of 12 
public meetings throughout 
Scotland.

Both national and local 
NFU delegates gave presen-
tations on the major changes 
facing the SFP, a crucial part 
of the income of the majority 
of farmers in Scotland.

Farmers were asked to 
support NFU policies which 
would press for the SFP to be 
paid only to active farmers 
and to link payments to jobs 
and environmentally friendly 
practices in agriculture. Del-
egates at the Oban meeting 
said Argyll and the Isles 
farmers could even see their 
share of the SFP rise.

The union are asking 
members for their views 
in response to the Scottish 
Government’s inquiry into 
future support for agriculture 
in Scotland.

NFU head of rural policy, 
Jonnie Hall, told the meeting 
that with shrinking budgets 
at national and European 
levels farmers had to make 
sure they get their points 
across to get a bigger share 
of a shrinking pot.

He said: ‘Change is on the 
horizon, but what sort of 
change nobody knows. 

‘We have been telling the 
Government for the past 18 
months that the SFP is not 
working because our mem-
bers say it isn’t working.

‘There is a lot of frustration 
with people still getting pay-
ment who have de-stocked or 
who have got rid of labour 
and livestock. They meet the 

compliance conditions, but is 
that farming?

‘There is a lot of political 
pressure which the indus-

defend. We have to make 
a valid case about getting 
support in future because 
we deliver quality food pro-
duction.

‘Both the European Union 
budget and the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy (CAP) are 
under review. Those budgets 
aren’t going to grow, they 
are going to contract. We are 
coming out of a recession 
and no nation has got any 
spare cash. The CAP budget 
is likely to contract.

‘Currently there is around 
£430 million coming into 
Scotland from the SFP, what 
we will get in future is any-
body’s guess. There are also 
the new EU member states 
which are now pressing for 
a greater share.

‘There are so many things 
that go along with active 
production. We have to make 
sure that employment and en-
vironmental management are 
built in and associated with 
agriculture. That is a great 
argument for saying that we 
should continue to give that 
support to agricultural activ-
ity, not inactivity.’

John Semple, vice-chair-
man of NFUS Argyll Branch, 
said that activity was the 
main subject for farmers in 
Argyll and that there was no 
future in getting a payment 
for sitting back and doing 
nothing.

‘The only way to get a big-
ger pot is to get it back from 
the non-active farmers to 
people who are actually pro-
ducing or managing land,’ 
said Mr Semple, ‘but it’s not 
what we think it’s your views 
that are most important.

‘We are looking for a mini-
mum base payment for every 
hectare which you would 
only get if you are actually 

farming. This would be at 
a very low rate perhaps £1 
per hectare. Top-ups on the 
payment would be linked to 
grazing density for sheep and 
beef cattle, we would need 
to work something out for 
dairy and for cropping, but 
that would give an enhanced 
area payment.

‘Just now there is no way 
new entrants can go in any-
where at all. We maintain 
that the SFP should stay 
with the land and have no 
tradeable value. It’s not an 
easy one for the landlord 
situation. He has to farm it 
himself or get someone to 
farm it for him.

‘Lots of places just now 
offer no employment, so 
labour units should also be 
tied in somewhere. We are in 
a very good situation in this 
area. All our farming is quite 
environmentally friendly, we 
are onto a winner with that.

‘Payment should also be 
done annually, allowing peo-
ple to increase and decrease 
activity so that they can farm 
the ground they way they 
want to farm it.’ 

David Coltart, NFUS Lorn 
Branch chairman, said: 
‘There is so much in the 
consultation it’s important 
that we get across the main 
issues that are going to be 
relevant to ourselves. 

‘One of the most important 
things for us is that we feel 
that we contribute a great 
deal.

‘A lot of the land is quite 
poor but we do produce 
what we can in, what is 

climate and we manage the 
land successfully. 

‘Without us - it will go to 
waste. We need the people 
on the land and without the 
SFP we are not going to 
be here farming and croft-
ing. It really is a mainstay 
of the majority of farmers’ 
income.’

NFU head of rural policy, Jonnie Hall, left, and John Semple, vice-chairman of NFUS Argyll Branch. 15_t49farm05

End SFP 
to inactive 
farmers say 
NFUS at Oban

Market reports

Hill farmers look forward to an LFASS cash boost in January

Glencoe bullocks 
sell to 216.7p per 
kilo at Fort William

Lambs sell to £87.50

FARMERS and crofters on the 
west coast who are concerned 
about the health and welfare of 
their breeding cows have two 
opportunities to learn from the 
experts.

Open days have been arranged 
for Fort William and Skye where 
concerns about Bovine Viral 
Diarrhoea (BVD) and Johne’s  
disease will be addressed. 

These diseases threaten cows and 
the calves they suckle, affecting 
both the welfare of the animals 

One event, on Roddy MacLeod’s 
Moy Farm, Banavie, near Fort 
William takes place at 11am on 
Friday, December 11. The other, at 
11.30am on Saturday, December 
12, is in the Broadford Hotel Skye. 
The sessions are part funded by 

the Scottish Government as part 
of its Animal Welfare Advisory 
Activity.

Scottish Agricutural College 
(SAC) specialists on BVD and 
Johne’s will be joined by local 
vets. While both conditions have 
a complicated history the speak-
ers will concentrate on simple, 
practical steps to disease control 
and eradication. They will look at 
the cost and effect of disease out-
breaks, means of disease transmis-
sion, the importance of testing and 

and embracing disease control is 
a necessary step. 

For further information please 

612 993).

Cow health open days 
for west coast farmers

Texel ewes sell to £96 as sheep 
trade remains high at Dingwall

A COUPLE OF CRACKIN’ XMAS OFFERS FROM STODDARTS
BUY OR CHANGE FOR A NEW HONDA ATV

ON EVERY NEW TRX420 AND TRX500 4X4s WE INCLUDE A GALVANISED STOCK TRAILER 
AND WE OFFER A COMPETITIVE FINANCE PACKAGE

VISIT WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

For Sale
FRENCH

MARANS COCKS
SILVER SUKKEW

COCKS
5 months old

Tel: 01880 730328
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OBAN Community Council 
is planning to provide a 
check on organisations that 
serve the town by inviting 
the decision makers to future 
meetings.

The new-look community 
council met at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital on Monday 
and newly appointed 
chairman Fred Hall 
announced plans for his 
Public Body Accountability 
plan.

Mr Hall said: ‘There are 
section of public service 
where the people making 
the decisions are not based 
in Oban, so getting them to 
explain their decisions is 
often problematic.

‘We should invite them 
to tell us what their plans 
are and how they propose 
to implement and resource 
them.

‘It occurs to me that the 
people situated in Oban are 
being asked about things 
they have no control over.’

The community council 
members agreed to come up 
with a list of organisations 
they wished to invite to the 
meetings.

Oban
Community
Council build 
accountability
plan

Last post
ROYAL Mail has announced 
its last posting dates before 
Christmas and has promised 
an extra delivery on Sunday 
December 20.

The last date for posting 
second class is December 18 

21 and the Special Delivery, 
next day guaranteed, service 
will be available until 
December 23.

Airmail last posting dates 
start from December 4, 
depending on the destination. 
There will be no collections 
or deliveries from December 
25-28.

VULNERABLE people 
on Islay claim they had 
their home help service cut 
without suitable notice from 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Service user Anne 
Redford, aged 87, from Port 
Ellen, who is a carer for her 
husband, was informed on 
October 20 that her service 
would stop on October 23. 

The day after the service 
was terminated she received 
a letter dated September 25, 

the change.
She was offered an 

alternative service from the 
private company Medico 
for £13 per hour, which she 
says she could not afford.

Anne, who suffers from 

osteoporosis and depression, 
said: ‘I was livid. I was 
asking, ‘What on earth is 
going on? Why have we 
had no warning about this?’ 
But I wasn’t getting any 
answers.’

After sustained lobbying 

Care Commission and 
councillors Anne Horn and 

Donald ‘Skye’ McIntosh, 
Anne was able to have her 
service reinstated but she 
now worries about others in 
a similar position that were 
unable to speak out.

She said: ‘I have still 
not received a written 
explanation about what has 
happened and there is no 

service. But there are more 
vulnerable people than 
me that still don’t have a 
service, which is absolutely 
shocking.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘No-
one has had their service 

did reinstate the service to 
some people temporarily to 

allow them to make suitable 
alternative arrangements. 

‘All but one of these 
service users have now 
made these arrangements, 
with support from social 
work staff. 

‘We are unable to explain 
the alleged disparity in the 
dates on the letter and the 
date they were posted. We 

were not aware of this, 
and have received no other 
comment on it. If it is the 
case that the date on the 
letter the client received 
predated the date it was 

period of time, then we can 
only apologise for this error 
and will obviously look into 
the matter.’ 

Islay residents lose council home help service ‘without notice’

WEST coast musicians 
have proved themselves 
once again to be the cream 
of the crop on the traditional 
Scottish music scene – by 
winning both the Live Act 
of the Year and the Scottish 
Folk Band of the Year at the 
annual MG Alba Hands up 
for Trad Music Awards, this 
year held in Dumfries last 
weekend.

Five-piece band Bodega, 
who met while students 
at the National Centre of 
Excellence in Traditional 
Music in Plockton, were 
selected as Scottish Folk 
Band of the Year, with the 

composer Aidan O’Rourke 
hails from Oban, winning 
the Live Act of the Year 
award.

The annual music event 
brought together the very 
best in Scottish traditional 
musical talent, celebrated 
in a gala concert featuring 
performances from 
numerous headline acts 
including Barbara Dickson, 
the Donnie Munro Band, 
Deaf Shepherd, Scottish 
Power Pipe Band, Koda and 
Skipinnish.

After the ceremony, Aidan 
O’Rourke said: ‘This prize 
has come at a great time. We 
started the year by winning 
the BBC Radio Two award 
and we are ending it by 
winning the Live Act of the 
Year award. 

‘It has been an incredibly 
busy year for the band and 
we were delighted to win.’

Oban’s Tia Files, multi 

talented musician and 
composer, of the band 
Bodega, said: ‘It is great 
news for the band. It will 
help so much to be able to 
say that we are the Scottish 
Folk Band of the Year.

‘It is very hard to make it 
in the music business but 
when you receive an award 
like this one it makes it all 
worthwhile.’

West coast musicians 
were high on the list, with 
the Highlands regularly 
featuring among the top 
prizes,  including The 
Hebridean Celtic Festival, 
held on Lewis, which 
collected the VisitScotland 
Award for Event of the Year; 
Community Project of the 
Year: Caledonian Canal 
Ceilidh Trail, Highlands; 

Composer of the Year: 
Maireread Green, Highlands; 
Gaelic Singer of the Year: 
Christine Primrose, Skye; 
Instrumentalist of the Year: 
Lauren MacColl, Highlands; 
Trad Music in the Media: 
A Gharaids, Highlands; Up 
and Coming Artist of the 
Year: Paul McKenna Band; 
Venue of the Year: Bogbain 
Farm, Highlands.

West Highlands celebrate Trad Music Awards success
‘It is very hard to make it in the music business but when you receive an award like this one it makes it all worthwhile.’ 

Peter Cameron 
GRADUATED from Georgia Institute 
of Technology, Atlanta, USA, with a 
PhD in Mechanical Engineering and 
Engineering Entrepreneurship with a 

mechanics. He is the son of Marie and 
Kim and grandson of Florence and 

Ken (KK) Cameron. He achieved his 
Masters Degree (MSME) at Georgia 

Strathclyde University. A former pupil 
of Lochaber High School and Upper 
Achintore primary, he continues post 
doctorate research in acoustics and 

dynamics in Atlanta.

Kirsty MacMillan
GRADUATED from Glasgow 

University with a degree in Veterinary 
Medicine. Kirsty, who is the daughter 
of Nicol and Rosemary MacMillan, 
grand-daughter of Mary and the late 

Nairn Hurst and the late Ina and 
Tommy MacMillan has recently taken 

up a post in Campbeltown.

Dylan McNeill
GRADUATED from Erasmus 

University, Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands, with an MSc Cum Lauda 

(Master of Science with Honours) 
in Business Administration with 

specialisation in Global Business and 
Stakeholder Management. Dylan is 
the son of John and Mariska and the 

grandson of the late Alex and Margaret 
McNeill of Frederick Crescent, Port 

Ellen, Islay. Dylan took up a post 
with PricewaterhouseCoopers in 

Amsterdam in October.

Callum J Smith
GRADUATED from the University 
of Strathclyde with a BA First Class 

Honours in Accounting, Mathematics 
and Statistics. Callum, son of Morag 

and Callum, Nant Drive, Oban, is 
a former pupil of Park primary and 

Oban high schools. He has taken up a 
post as a trainee accountant with the 

City of Edinburgh Council. 

Paul Anderson
GRADUATED from Perth College 

with an HND in Hospitality 
Management. Paul is the son of 
Marianne and Iain Frew, Luing, 
and Sean and Susan Anderson, 

Musselburgh. He is a former pupil of 

and Oban High School. Paul is now 
living and working in Glasgow.

Lorna Dairon
GRADUATED from Edinburgh 

College of Art with a BA Combined 
Studies (Art and Design). Artist Lorna 
Dairon, of Dunblane, is the daughter 

of James and Catriona Dairon, 
formerly of Oban and Connel.

Grant MacLeod
GRADUATED from Heriot Watt 
University, Edinburgh, with an 

Honours Degree in Sports Science 
with Management. He is presently 
employed as a Football (Soccer) 

Angeles with LA Galaxy USA. Grant 
is the eldest son of Duncan and Fiona 
MacLeod, Glenelg, and grandson of 

William and Mary Stoddart, Arnisdale, 
and Donald John and the late Mary 

Flora MacLeod, Glenelg. 

Ruth MacCallum
GRADUATED from Aberdeen 

University with a BSc Honours in 
Sport and Exercise Science. Ruth is 
the youngest daughter of David and 
Anne MacCallum, Banavie, and is a 
former pupil of Banavie primary and 

Lochaber high schools.

Kieran McKay
GRADUATED from Queen Margaret 
University, Edinburgh, with a BA in 
Sociology and Culture. Kieran is the 
son of Eileen and Jim McKay, and 

grand-son of Anna and the late George 
Millar, Inverness, and Sarah and the 

late John McKay, Johnstone. 

Natalie Clark
GRADUATED from Napier 

University, Edinburgh, with a 2:1 
BSc Honours in Sport and Exercise 

Science and a Second Class Honours 

Natalie is the daughter of the late 
Margaret Clark and John Cameron, 

Pottie, Isle of Mull, and grand-
daughter of Bob and Rena Clark, 

Bunessan, Mull. Natalie is currently 
completing an MSc in Psychology at 

Glasgow University.

Rebecca Smith
GRADUATED from Caledonia 

University with an Honours Degree 
in Building Surveying. Photograph 
submitted by Rebecca’s aunt, Jayne 

Paterson.

Graduations

Megan Boyle
GRADUATED from Strathclyde 

University BA Honours in Business 
Marketing. Megan is the grand-

daughter of the late Jack and Jean 
Watson, Oban.
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gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every Thursdays > Karaoke

The Woody

Saturday 5 December > Danny Carroll

The Woody

Friday 11 December > Tim O’Connor

Markie Dans

Saturday 12 December > Brass Monkeys

The Woody

Saturday 12 December > Tim O’Connor

Markie Dans

Thursday 17 December > Acoustic Session

Markie Dans (come along for a song)

Friday 18 December > Brass Monkey

The Woody

Saturday 26 December > Chunks

Markie Dans

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfield Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Saturdays > Gymnastics with Nikki

Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages 12-4pm

tel: 01631 770656 or 01355 904714 Magic Show

December > The Vatersay Boys

Various venues - www.thevatersayboys.com

Thursday 3 December > Local Producers

Victory Hall, Benderloch Christmas Fayre

December 3,4 & 5 > Spotlight Musical Theatre

Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 13 December > Aleksander Kudajczyk

St John’s Cathedral 3pm

To all my relatives 
and friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Christmas

Christmas GreetingsPublished on 
17th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
TO FRIENDS WITH YOUR PHOTO FOR 
ONLY £30 OR FOR JUST £20 YOU CAN 

SEND A FESTIVE MESSAGE USING ONE OF 
OUR SMALLER CHRISTMAS TEMPLATES.

A

C

D

ONLY £30 (inc. VAT.) OPTION A    ONLY £20 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS B,C OR D.

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel.....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

SEASONS
GREETINGS

To all friends 
and family 
from Morag 
Nicoll, Appin

SADIE 
MACINTOSH
Would like to wish 
everyone a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Good New Year

B

Merry Christmas 
to all my relatives and 
friends from Daniel.

YOUR
PHOTO
HERE!

D

CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

The annual Christmas Fair was held in Connel Village Hall in aid of funds for St Oran’s and Dunbeg Churches. 
Pictured are some of the helpers, left to right, Myra Jameson, Cathy Millar and Dorothy Hitchin. 15_t49fair01

INVERARAY and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club 
held its monthly meeting on 
November 11 in the Argyll 
Hotel, Inveraray when 
chairman Niall Iain MacLean 
welcomed a full house from ‘all 
airts and pairts’ from Strachur 
to Shetland.

Supporting artistes included 
local stalwarts Fyne Folk 
– Janette Gibson on accordion, 
Sally Hall, Alex John MacLeod, 
Duncan Crawford, Jake MacKay 

Agnes Liddell on keyboard 
and Grant MacDougall on 
drums; on accordion – Alastair 
Campbell (Arrochar) and 

– Charlie Saune (Rothesay); 
Jake MacKay on mouth organ 
and on drums, Jim Thomson 
(Lochgoilhead) and Donald 
MacLachlan (Ardrishaig).

The selections given by 

musicians was much enjoyed 

by all. Guest artistes were 
Nicol MacLaren and the 
Glencraig Scottish Dance Band 
from Blairgowrie - with Nicol 
on accordion, Gordon Howe 

keyboard and Dave Bell on 
drums.

They entertained the faithful 
to over 20 sets in what was a 
very well rehearsed programme 
- just the right tempo and 
volume - with some good craic 
in between and the audience 

showed how much they had 
enjoyed the band by their 
enthusiastic applause. 

brought a great night to a 
close.

Next week promises to be 
another crowd puller when 
the MacAllister Brothers,  two 

Archie – now recognised as 

and Alex, on accordion and 
keyboard – are at the club.

Glencraig Scottish Dance Band entertains at Inveraray

A WATERCOLOUR painting entitled The Bridge 
near Dalmally will be expected to reach £7,000 - 
£10,000 when it is auctioned at Christies, London, 
on December 16.

The painting, by Myles Birkett Foster, was probably 

of Painters in Watercolour in the winter of 1886. 
Harriet Drummond, head of drawings and 
watercolours at Christie’s, said: ‘This is a typical 
work by him in that it has a landscape, children and 
animals, a subject he did particularly well.’

Although from London, Birket Foster showed 
Scottish watercolours at the Royal Water-colour 
Society in almost every year of his 39 years as an 
exhibitor there. 

He stayed at a specially converted cottage at 
Pitlochry, near the Grampian mountains, where he 
worked on watercolours commissioned from him by 
dealers, such as the series executed for the Messrs. 
Tooth in 1869.

However, he travelled the country in search of 
picturesque landscapes.

The watercolour of The Bridge near Dalmally by 
Myles Birkett Foster

Dalmally
watercolour
comes under 
the hammer

THE LOCAL Origins Rural Network has a feast 
of local produce to serve up today (Thursday) and 
December 17 in Benderloch’s Victory Hall.

The Christmas fayres will see the usual Thursdays 
local producers’ market head indoors and extend its 
opening hours into the evening.

Both fayres will be on from 10am-3pm and 5.30pm-
8pm and will include seafoods, preserves, pies, sweets, 
Christmas puddings, mince pies, crafts, decorations 
and jewellery as well as cookery demonstrations.

Local food network 
moves indoors for 
Christmas fayres

Book sale raises 
funds for The 
Cherish Fund (Oban)
CAFÉ and gift shop The Giving Tree, in Craobh 
Haven held a book sale to raise funds for The Cherish 
Fund (Oban).

The sale raised over £320 towards funds to provide 
a comfy bus for terminally ill patients.   The shop will 
continue to sell second hand books for this worthwhile 
cause leading up to the Christmas holidays. 

Pictured below are Katie and Rowan, students from 
Oban and Lochgilphead High Schools, who helped at 
the book sale.

A Christmas Fair was held in aid of funds for 
Oban Congregational Church. Teas and coffees 
were available and there were Christmas cards 

on sale. Pictured are some of the ladies from 
the congregation who helped organise the fair.  

15_t49tea01

Nicol MacLaren and the Glencraig Scottish Dance Band from Blairgowrie entertained at Inveraray

VOLUNTEERS and dedicated supporters 
of the institution that is the coffee morning 
were out in force recently to support the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust.

Information on the work of the wildlife 
trust was on display with members of the 
trust, including local chairman Maurice 
Wilkins on hand to answer questions from 
an interested public.

The trust has two reserves in the 
area, Shian Reserve at South Shian and 
Ballachuan Hazel Wood Reserve in Seil 

and is involved in the beaver trial project 
in Knapdale. Mr Wilkins said that he would 
like to try and dispel some of the myths 
and misconceptions surrounding beavers.

‘For instance, beavers will not stray into 
people’s gardens and take their trees down. 
Beavers rarely stray more than 150 metres 
from water,’ he said.

He was keen for people to learn more 
about the SWT’s work, as well as the 
beavers, and as a relatively new chairman 
hoped to encourage those with a love of 

wildlife to become members.
The coffee morning raised £318 which 

will go towards the trust’s work.
‘Our thanks go to all those who 

volunteered their time to make the event a 
success and who brought in home baking, 

Garden Centre, Creature Comforts, 
Millstone Wholefoods,  Homebase, 
McDougall’s Home Hardware and Pets 
at Home for their kind donations for the 

Scottish Wildlife Trust host coffee morning

Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival

Soup Lunches
Saturday 5th December

12 - 2pm
Connel Church Hall
Live Scottish Music

All welcome

O.L.D.S. Club
Oban & lorn District Seniors Club

Christmas Dinner
To make your reservation call 

Monday 14th 
December 2009

1800hrs for 1900hrs
Oban Bay Hotel Esplanade, Oban

Admission free!!!

Strath of Appin Primary School Fundraising

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
& TABLE TOP SALE

6th of DECEMBER
APPIN VILLAGE HALL

Between 1PM AND 4PM
Raffle, homebaking, bottle stall & much more!

soup, sandwiches, teas and coffees

To book a table phone
Verity on 07966795554 

or Anna on 07796107699

Craignish Village Hall,
Ardfern.

CHRISTMAS FAIR,
12.00 - 3.00pm

Sunday 6th December.
Local farm produce, 

crafts and cards.
Entry £1 includes free drink.
Children’s Workshops £3.

Saturday 5th 
December

Holly Tea
Teas, Coffee, Homebaking

10am – 12.00
Santa’s Grotto
Bouncy Castle

Barcaldine Community Association
WINTER QUIZ

Friday 4th December 7.30pm
Sea Life Centre Restaurant

Bring your own bottle – we’ll 
supply the glasses!

£3 per person
Teams of up to 6

Raffle and Home Baking
A BCA Fundraising Event

Seil Christmas Craft Fair
Seil Island Hall

Sunday 6th December
11am – 4pm

wide range of crafts ideal for 
Christmas gifts, childrens activities 

– cards and decoration making, light 
lunches, tea, coffee and home baking.

Organised by Easdale School and 
Seil Hall Sports and Amenities Group

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club 

Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 9th December

at 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

From Campbeltown
The MacAllister Brothers

Supporting players most welcome

Curtain up 7.30pm (Matinee @ 2.00pm on 5th)

Corran Halls Oban 
3rd - 5th December 
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Local
Producers
Christmas

Fayre
Thursday 3 December
Victory Hall, Benderloch,

10 am to 3 pm
5.30 pm - 8.00pm
LOTS TO BUY,
EAT AND DO

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Your professional prospects are highlighted and this may see you 
having an important interview or travelling to conduct a presentation. 
However, once more the way people see or perceive you is going 

honest and doors can open. Call now for more astral advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
A grounded approach to the practical considerations of Christmas will 
help to ward off looming pressures or overblown expectations. If you 
have children, you may need to gently manage theirs, particularly if 
cash is indeed tight. Yet if you too have been experiencing a sense 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
Mercury moves, sits alongside Pluto, and in turn angles sharply 
with Saturn. If there are hidden resentments bubbling under the 
surface, this suggests that they can come out. However, with Venus 
offering sage support and healing harmony, much can be solved by 
meeting in the middle. Are you also being tempted by larger than life 
characters? Call me for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
An intense discussion may not necessarily provide the feedback 
that you hope. In fact, the more you push things, the more the 

consensus. What you can do; is not only express your feelings, but 
acknowledge that others do not have to see things the same way. 
Agree to disagree! Call your prediction line for more…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

week you decide to declare your intentions. Yet because there can 
be quite a bit of nervous tension and excitement, try not to get too 

personality can certainly show out; why let a perfectionist streak get 
in the way? Call now for your love scope in full…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525
In love and relationships, think of security rather than glamour 
and attractiveness. Whilst these sexier qualities are important, 
and should not be discounted, in terms of longevity and solidness, 
keeping your feet on the ground and having a sensible outlook can 
see you do well. Creatively, your ideas can be good, but need to be 
carefully calculated. Call for your love scope in full…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
Your ruling planet helps to offset an awkward Full Moon, as it 
angles superbly well to stern Saturn. The Moon could see you be 
a bit gushy and try too hard, but if you can slow down, say what 
you mean and mean what you say, you can overcome the potential 
for misunderstandings and mix-ups. Your thinking about home and 
family can also change now. Call now for more news…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
Good relationships are as important at work as they are personally. 
Try not to underestimate this fact. Someone may not say a lot to 

from learning new skills, this can be an excellent week to check out 
course availability. Call me for more news and advice…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528
If someone challenges you, rather than taking umbrage, understand 
what has got their ire up. It may be that a grievance has been building 
up on the back burner. Charm can be an awesome way of smoothing 
things over, but you need to mean it. Solo? As Venus arrives in your 
sign, a makeover and a friendship can link to draw some sultry magic 
your way. Call me now for more…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
Memories can be stirred, but endings are possible too Capricorn. 
However, what can take a giant step forwards is a project or hope 
which have been treading water. If you need to have meetings, you 
can punch across your ideas with real conviction. Yet at home, watch 

false pride. Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
Your popularity can be high, but to keep it there you need to think 
about the small details. Your sensitivity can be much appreciated. 

unique self, but Mercury and Pluto caution you not to take your eye 
off any politics. Call now for more news and advice…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
Family members can grumble if work demands take you away from 

to understand that you have a personal life. Yet some very profound 
bonds are in the process of being forged. And these associations can 
provide tremendous encouragement and support. An old friendship 
can however, wither. Call for more…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

MORE than 200 pupils 
from ten primary schools in 
Oban and Lorn gathered at 
Atlantis Leisure Centre for a 
St Andrew’s Day of Dance.

The event, now in its 
third year, saw pupils from 

from Achaleven, Barcaldine, 
Dalmally, Dunbeg, Easdale, 

Lismore, Lochnell, Luing, 
Park and Taynuilt enjoy 
dancing to the music of 
Sileas Sinclair.

The event is organised by 
volunteer Sue Porter who 
attended every school for 
a country dancing session 
before the big day.

Dale Kupris, local co-

ordinator for Active Schools 
said: ‘Sue is an absolute asset 
as a volunteer. It is her sheer 
determination that has made 
sure this event has gotten off 
the ground.

‘It is great to see so many 
children gathered together 
to participate in country 
dancing.’

Pupils from the ten schools who took part in the day of dance to celebrate                
St Andrew’s Day. 16_t49dance1

Ten schools gather for Day of Dance

OBAN High School 
celebrated St Andrew’s Day 
on Monday with a varied 
programme of events in front 
of an invited audience in the 
school’s sports hall.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Jim Mather joined local 
councillors and primary and 
secondary school pupils at 
the event organised by the 
school’s senior leadership 
team.

Mr Mather was welcomed 
outside by Oban High School 
Pipe Band and head teacher 
Peter Bain. 

Quiz
The large gathering in 

the hall was then welcomed 
by the four members of the 
senior pupil leadership team 
and Ewen Munro, Hope 2 
Oban, held a quick quiz on 
who St Andrew was.

Four senior pupils, who 

AN EXCELLENT evening of 
entertainment was held in the 
Argyll Hotel last Saturday in 
honour of Scotland’s patron 
saint St Andrew. The event 
concluded Inveraray Burns 
Club’s celebrations for the Year 
of Homecoming. 

Two toasts were proposed, the 

by Colin Stevenson and the 
second to Inveraray by John 
Patrick. More than 60 members 

and guests attended, including 
Rev Louis Bezuidenhout and 
his wife who were attending the 

After an excellent dinner 
there was a display of piping 
talent from Laura MacMillan 
of Inveraray Pipe Band and 
humour and song from Alastair 
Chrystal in his own inimitable 
style.  Club secretary Kenny 
Stark added additional humour 
with recitations and the rest 

of the evening’s music was 
provided by local country band 
Fyne Folk with songs from Jane 
MacKay and Alison Duncan.

President Jim McMillan 
brought the evening to a close 
with a rousing chorus of ‘The 
Star of Rabbie Burns’ and ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’ sung with gusto by 
the entire crowd.

The next club evening is 
the annual Burns Supper on 
January 23.

Inveraray Burns Club president Jim McMillan, left, with Elsie Bezuidenhout, Yvonne 
Black, Colin Stevenson, principal speaker for the evening, Pamela Stark and Margaret 

Anne Wilson. 08_a49inv01

Excellent evening for Burns club

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim Mather and Oban High School head 
teacher Peter Bain with Oban High School Pipe Band at the school’s 

St Andrews day celebrations. 07_t49standrews01

Senior pupils, who won a competition to come up with a Scottish pledge of allegiance, reveal 
07_t49standrews02

won a competition within 
the school to come up 
with a Scottish pledge of 
allegiance, recited it with the 

pupils before Oban High 
School Gaelic Choir sang 
two songs.

There followed dancing, 

on the clarsach and piano, 
poem readings and even a 
comedy sketch before the 
choir rounded off events.

MSP joins guests for Oban High School’s programme of events

MEMBERS of Soroba Young 
Family Group are pictured 
enjoying a St Andrew’s day 
celebration.

Children from the nursery and 
reception group attended and 
enjoyed Scottish dancing, and 
entertainment was provided by 
Oban High School students in 
the form of pipes, drums and 

Highland dancers. The party 
was held in Glencruitten Church 
Centre and members from Jack 
and Jill Toddlers were invited to 
come and enjoy the music too.

The children had a great time 
and enjoyed a snack of oatcakes 
and shortbread, and took part in 
a large gathering for Auld Lang 
Syne at the end of the party.

CHILDREN from Happy House Christian Day Nursery were joined by dancer 
Kirsty MacLean, piper Niall Jordon, accordionist Scott Sinclair and dancer Lucy 

Croarkin to celebrate St Andrew’s Day. The High School pupils entertained the pre-
school children with various Scottish lilts and jigs before they danced to the music. 

16_t49st.and04

Unique twist for Lochmaddy School
LOCHMADDY School’s 
St Andrew’s ceilidh had a 
unique twist this year.

The 12  pupils enjoyed 
a collaboration with 
music students from Lews 
Castle College Benbecula 
campus to create a musical 
entertainment  for their 
parents and community 
based around an old folk 
story.

The story was set to 
music by Peter Cooper on 
piano, Suzanne Simpson 
on violin, Loriana Pauli 
on tin whistle and tutor 
Anna Wendy Stevenson on 
violin.

Peter Cooper enjoyed his collaboration with Lochmaddy 
Primary School. He is pictured with, from left, AnnaWendy 

Stevenson, Loriana Pauli ands Suzanne Simpson.

St Andrews’s Day celebrations

FESTIVE
DEADLINES

MONDAY 21st DECEMBER 12noon FOR THE ISSUE OF THURSDAY DECEMBER 24th
MONDAY 28th DECEMBER 12noon FOR THE ISSUE OF THURSDAY DECEMBER 31st

PLEASE NOTE – Our offices will be closed on Thursday 24th & Friday 25th December and Thursday 31st December & Friday 1st January

OBANOO

homecoming 2009 - the final fling

2009Hogmanay

HOGMANAY TICKETS
TO BE WON BY 4 

OBAN TIMES READERS
This is your chance to win tickets to see the 
Hogmanay Homecoming 2009 Final Fling

WE HAVE 4 PAIRS OF
TICKETS TO GIVE AWAY

Just answer this simple question

Donnie Munro is a former member of 
Runrig, he sang a song entitled

Dance called ................ ?

Send your entry along with your name, 
address and contact telephone number to:

Oban Hogmanay Competition
The Oban Times

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Closing date for all entries
Monday 21st December at 12 noon

Aleksander Kudajczyk
plays

Chopin and Rachmaninov
‘Absolute bliss - brilliant’
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Sunday 13th December, 2009 at 3pm
Tickets £10/8 Child £2 from Oban Music

Tel 01631 566304 or on door
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Skipport
Due to the re-opening of Marine Harvest’s existing Seawater site at Skipport in 

South Uist, we are seeking to fill the following posts: 

Farm Manager – Salary (£25,543 - £41,436 p.a.) 
The successful candidate will be expected to help drive and implement best practice and operational excellence to satisfy 
the high quality product and environmental standards demanded by our customers. Principle responsibilities will include 
feed & stock management, harvest & grading planning, asset management, people resource, performance and HSEQ 
management.

Potential candidates should have at least three years practical knowledge and experience of fish farming and will have held 
a supervisory position for at least two years.  Initiative, the ability to motivate others, good organisation skills, computer 
literacy, a strong desire and proven ability to achieve results without close supervision are some of the necessary skills 
required for this post.

Trainee Manager – Salary dependent on experience
Applications are invited from individuals who are genuinely interested in developing their career within the organisation.  
Potential candidates should have at least two to three years practical knowledge and experience of fish farming. 
Leadership combined with strong inter-personal, planning and computer skills as well as a proven ability to achieve 
results without close supervision are some of the necessary skills required for this post.   

The successful candidate will be expected to train initially at the Company’s site at Skipport with the potential to move 
to the Company’s new open sea sites around Barra. In addition they will be expected to attend the necessary training 
courses to gain sufficient knowledge on feed & stock management, harvest & grading planning, asset management, 
performance and HSEQ management.

3 Farm Technicians – Salary - £15,508 - £19,675 p.a.
The successful applicant will be required to carry out a variety of duties including feeding, net changing and other general 
farm tasks, and be willing to work flexibly to meet the demands of the job. The position will require working a 40 hour 
week on any five out of seven days. 

Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive approach to this type of work and who feel comfortable 
working over water.  Experience is certainly an advantage although training will be provided.  

In return the successful candidates will benefit from an attractive benefits package commensurate with experience.  
Accommodation may also be available.

If you feel you have the necessary skills for any of the above posts, please submit an application in writing with details 
of relevant experience, by the closing date of Friday 15th January 2010 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT. Product Quality Manager 

& Quality Systems Manager
An exciting opportunity has arisen for the appointment of a Product Quality 
Manager and a Quality Systems Manager within Marine Harvest’s Quality 
Department, based in Fort William. 

The primary focus of the Product Quality Manager role will be to manage 
fish quality through the value chain from pre-harvest to customer processing/
delivery and provide a closer link between departments for all harvesting and 
product quality areas. 

Principle responsibilities of this role will include; operational management 
of product quality during harvesting, transportation and processing stages; 
customer interface providing pro-active resolution to any issues that are 
highlighted. The successful candidate will be results focused and be expected 
to actively manage cross-departmental communication and interaction 
related to product quality. They will also take an active role in setting up and 
managing targeted fish quality R&D projects as directed by the Technical 
Services Manager. 

Applicants will preferably, but not necessarily, be qualified to degree level 
or equivalent and have a minimum of 2 years experience in a similar role.  
Strong interpersonal, communication and analytical skills as well as the 
ability to manage and motivate a team are some of the attributes required for 
this post. Applicants must also possess a high degree of computer literacy.

The primary focus of the Quality Systems Manager role will be to manage 
all company quality standards & key customer specifications including 
sampling programmes with responsibilities for food safety elements such 
as HACCP. The principle responsibility of this role will be to provide audit 
support to key business operational departments

Applicants will preferably be qualified to HNC level or equivalent and have a 
minimum of 2 years experience in a similar role.  Effective communication, 
analytical and problem solving skills are requirements for this post as well as 
enthusiasm and a desire to succeed.

In return, Marine Harvest offers a competitive salary and benefits package 
along with the opportunity to work in an area that offers a high quality of life. 

If you would like to be considered for one of these roles, please apply in 
writing to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business Resource 
Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT by closing date 
of Friday 18th December 2009.

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on matters
relating to the natural heritage. The natural
environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and quality
of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable
management and to encourage people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

Site Condition Monitoring Officer
Starting salary £19,338
Dunoon, Lochgilphead, Oban or Stirling
Temporary until 16 June 2010, with possibility of extension
to 16 October 2010
(Ref: 071-071)
You will assist with the planning of the Site Condition Monitoring (SCM)
programme in Argyll & Stirling, as well as carrying out an agreed programme
of SCM and to enter condition monitoring reports onto the database. Also,
you will assist in the management of external contractors carrying out SCM
and prepare monitoring reports and enter data onto the database for sites
using the information gathered by contractors. You will advise Area Officers
as appropriate on the land management requirement of sites.
You will have a degree or equivalent in a natural science subject or relevant
experience, an understanding of the ecology and management of habitats
and species and knowledge of environmental legislation and policy in
Scotland as well as field naturalist skills.
You will also have experience of team working and working on own initiative,
with good IT skills, good communication skills, both verbal and written. 
full driving licence or other means of transportation to remote rural sites
is also required.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: Friday 18 December 2009.

snhjobs.co.uk

Female* Team Leader

Female* Support Workers

We have a number of full time, part time and bank  positions.
*The above post is restricted to women only under Section 7(2) (b) 
of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.

For further information and to apply please visit 
 or contact  on 

 or on
CHOICES CARE is an equal opportunities employer. 
An enhanced Disclosure Scotland check is required for these posts. CHOICES

CARE

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer of high quality Scottish 
salmon. The company is engaged in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic 
salmon and are a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture industry. We are 
committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting 
a responsible environmental policy.

HR ASSISTANT– (Ref: HRASS/O1)
The ideal candidate must be able to demonstrate the ability to work within a small team, 

well as being comfortable dealing with people at all levels. Having good interpersonal 
skills, along with the ability to manage your own workload effectively, with well developed 
IT skills in Word, Excel and Outlook along with strong written and verbal communication skills 
are the essential key skills for this post.
The role will involve supporting the day to day running of the HR department which will 
include an involvement of a wide range of HR Administration duties including assisting 
with maintaining the HR Data Base updating personnel information, Training & Devel-
opment within the company. In addition to providing support in response to day to day 
HR enquiries, assisting with everything from the new starter process through to recruit-
ment including sourcing references and involvement with Grievance and Disciplinary 
matters. The successful candidate will play a vital role in ensuring good practice is maintained 
and adhered to at all times. 

HR service are essential.

Core working hours are Monday to Friday 8.00am – 5.00pm, with 1 hour lunch.

entry into the Company pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean driving 
licence is also essential. 
For an application form please contact:

E-mail:veronica.anderson@lighthousecaledonia.com

Closing date: 18th December 2009. 
To apply visit our website

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

Driver
£16,417 - £17,961 Islay Ref: OSR00410/R2

Janitor/Cleaner
£6.92 per hour Mid-Argyll, Kintyre & Islay Ref: OSF20231
Small Isles Primary School, Jura, Part Time, 10 hours per week

Cleaner
£6.32 per hour 
Bowmore Primary School, Term Time, 12:30 hours per week   

Islay Ref: OSF20190/R1
Campbeltown Nursery, Part Time, 10hrs per week 

Campbeltown Ref: OSF20752

School Crossing Patroller
£6.32 per hour Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: OSR00226/R4
Based at Achaleven Primary School, Connel, 
Part Time, 17:30 hours per week

 01546 604625

LORN MEDICAL 
CENTRE

We are looking for someone with 
good communication skills to join our 
Administration Team for (up to) 37.5 

hours per week
Please apply in writing to:

Mairi Dunnings, Practice Manager, Lorn Medical 
Centre, Soroba Road, Oban.  PA34 4HE

For further information, 
please phone 01631 563175.

Closing date for applications 18 December 2009

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd

Due to an increase in our workload for 2010 

we have the following vacancies

Driver for 7.5 tonne Lorry
Shuttering Joiner

Skilled Labour 
(Experience in concrete work/pipeline installation)

Excavator Operator
Dumper driver

Please apply in writing stating previous experience

FAO Donald MacDonald
D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Biodiesel Co-ordinator
(Campbeltown)

£17,500 per annum, 35 hours weekly
(Fixed-term contract until end March 2011)

Responsible for establishing and operating a biodiesel plant for Kintyre Recycling , 

including the supply chain of waste oil for processing.

The main activities will be:

• To produce vehicle fuel from waste cooking oil

• To support employed trainees in biodiesel production

• To raise awareness and liase with wider community on benefits of non fossil fuel

• To monitor effectiveness of plant and fuel produced

This project is supported by the Climate Challenge Fund.

Please send CV with covering letter to:

Amanda Card, Kintyre Recycling , 67 Glebe Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6LR.
For copy of job description and further info call Amanda on 01586 553858
Admin.krl@btconnect.com
Closing date 17th December, Interviews 5th 
January
We are an equal opportunities employer.

Cleaning
Operative

Required for 
prestigious

retail outlet in 
Lochgilphead

5.30am - 8.00am, 2/7 
days, £7.50p/h

I would like the Oban       Fort William        Edition  (Tick appropriate)
Deliver to (Name) Mr/Ms....................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
From (If different from above).............................................................................
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.......................................................................................Postcode......................
I wish to pay by Cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for
I wish to pay by Credit/Debit Card. Please debit my account for £.......................
Card Number.................................................................Expiry Date...................
Start Date.........................................................Issue No.....................................
Card Verification Number (Last 3 digits on back of card).....................................
Name on card (block capitals please)..................................................................
All subscribers please Sign.................................................and Date....................

Please return to: Subscriptions Department, Wyvex Media Ltd, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll, Scotland PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000

*Subscribers should note that to keep down the cost of postage, some special supplements
may, on occasions, be excluded from the subscribers’ editions of the paper

£

To subscribe* complete the form below, 

call Subscriptions on 01631 568000
or subscribe online at www.obantimes.co.uk/shop

£32.00
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£58.00
£100.00
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Bringing you the latest news and events 
wherever you are, the whole year round.
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The following decrofting Di-
rections have been granted:

Part croft

South Corran, Kilmallie
Direction dated 24 November 
2009 granted to Mrs Sarah 
M C MacKintosh.  Area ext to 
0.23 ha.
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of completion 
of the proposed development.
Case Number:4.86.18374

South Corran, Kilmallie
Direction dated 24 November 
2009 granted to Mrs Sarah 
M C MacKintosh.  Area ext to 
0.35 ha. 
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of completion 
of the proposed development.
Case Number:4.86.18374

South Corran, Kilmallie
Direction dated 24 November 
2009 granted to Mrs Sarah 
M C MacKintosh.  Area ext to 
0.26 ha. 
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of completion 
of the proposed development.
Case Number:4.86.18374

76 Camaghael, Kilmallie
Direction dated 24 November 
2009 granted to Mrs Patricia 
M MacNiven.  Area ext to 0.2 
ha.
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of completion 
of the proposed development.
Case Number: 4.86.18468

The granting of these Direc-
tions may be appealed to the 
Scottish Land Court, within 
42 days from the date of this 
advert.  Information on how 
to appeal is available from the 
Crofters Commission.

The following decroft-
ing Directions have been 
granted:

Croft House Site and 
Garden Ground

6 Bohuntin, Kilmonivaig
Direction dated 24 No-
vember 2009 granted to 
Miss Ishbel A Campbell.  
Area ext to 0.3244 ha.
Conditions:  Purchase of 
the site within 5 years.  
Complete enclosure of 
the site with a stockproof 
fence or barrier within 4 
months of purchase.
Case Number:  
4.85.20465

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holi-
days) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GOR-
DON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00347/MSCLO

09/00433/FULLO

Development Address

Land 70m South of
40 Ardgour Road
Caol, Fort William

Tigh A Ghlinne
Banavie
Fort William
PH33 7PD

Proposal Description

Erection of care home for 
the elderly

Extension to house

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Caol Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
MOORING: DALLENS BAY, LOCH LINNHE

Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended 
by section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to install a 
single point mooring in Dallens Bay, Loch Linnhe at the follow-
ing location:

 Description Latitude Longitude
 Mooring 56 34.841N 05 22.817W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Ballachulish Post Office, Loan Fern, Ballachulish, PH49 4JB.

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the ap-
plication should be made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 
Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 
within 28 days of the date of this notice quoting reference: 

2SPC\3\5\160

Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Farms Office, Blar Mhor, Fort 
William.

Feis
Latharna

A.G.M
Glencruitten Church 

Centre, Oban
Saturday 19th 

December at 1pm

Oban Lorn & Isles Locality 
Public Partnership Forum
(Forum for local health services)

Are you interested in health services in this area?
Come and be involved.

Lecture Theatre, Lorn & Islands Hospital
December 7th 2009, 6:30 pm.
Video Conference Facilities available

Topics in the agenda include :-

Updates on developments within the Locality

Working with Grieving

Support for Parkinson’s Disease

North Argyll Carer’s Centre – what we do

For more information or to arrange a video conference 
please contact Anne MacDougall on 
anne.macdougall@nhs.net or telephone 
01631 788942

Proposed Let of a 
Grazing Share(s)
Mr Donald Campbell is
applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to let the grazing share(s) 
in the Banavie, Corpach, 
Camaghael & Lochyside 
common grazings pertaining 
to the croft/*holding at 1/2
117 Corpach (c/7043) and 
115 Caol (c/14523) to the
Parish of Kilmallie.

Mr Calum Dennison is
applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to let the grazing share(s) 
in the Banavie, Corpach, 
Camaghael & Lochyside 
common grazings pertaining 
to the croft/*holding at 17
Badabry (c/4517) and 11
Corpach (c/20434) to the
Parish of Kilmallie.

If you have any objection to 
the above proposals, you 
may submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Castle 
Wynd, Inverness, IV2 3EQ 
by 31 December 2009,
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting.  A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

OPERATIONAL SERVICES
(VARIOUS STREETS, OBAN) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 
OF TRAFFIC/PEDESTRIANS) (HOGMANAY CELEBRATION) ORDER 2009
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended, which will prohibit vehicles and or pedestrians on various roads as detailed in the Schedule hereto on the 
occasion of a Hogmanay Street Party on or near those roads.
The Order, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be in operation between 1800 hours on 
31st December 2009 and 1000 hours on 1st January 2010.

SCHEDULE 1
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC
PROHIBITION OF PEDESTRIANS
(with the exception of emergency services vehiclesb and authorised vehicles)
Name of Road Extent of Closure
Lochavullin Drive The entire length
Lochside Street The entire length

SCHEDULE 2
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC
 (with the exception of emergency services vehicles and authorised vehicles)
Name of Road Extent of Closure
Lochavullin Road From its junction with Lynn Road to its junction with Lochside Street.
Market Street The entire length

SCHEDULE 3
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 
(with the exception of emergency services vehicles) 
Name of Road Extent of Closure
 Soroba Lane The entire length 

SCHEDULE 4
PROHIBITION OF PEDESTRIANS
Name of Road Extent of Closure
Gibraltar Street  From a point 16 metres or thereby from Argyll Square A816 

to the boundary with Tesco’s Car Park.

Andrew R Law, Director of Operational Services, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215 or e mail – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689 or e mail  – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.
uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788 882200 or by e mail – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 or by e mail – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS, 1985
NOTICE is hereby given that the certified Accounts of Argyll and Bute Council for the year to 31st March, 2009 
together with the Audit Certificate, is available for public inspection during ordinary business hours at the 
undernoted main offices and libraries of the Council.
The annual accounts can also be viewed on the Argyll & Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Copies of the Annual Accounts will be available to any interested persons on application to the Head of Strategic 
Finance, Argyll & Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Sally Loudon, Chief Executive 
Offices of the Council:
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; Dalriada House, Lochgilphead; 
Hill Street, Dunoon; Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Rothesay; Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, 
Helensburgh; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours).
Libraries of the Council:
Argyll Street, Dunoon; Aqualibrium, Campbeltown; Albany Street, Oban; Moat Centre, Rothesay; Barmore Road, 
Tarbert; West King Street, Helensburgh; Burgh Hall, Cove;  Main Street, Cardross;   Primary School, Garelochhead; 
Primary School, Rosneath; Highland Avenue, Sandbank.

N.B. Please check with individual libraries for opening hours.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

SSMEI Drop In Sessions
The Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment Initiative (SSMEI) is holding 
public drop in sessions for consultation on the Draft Sound of Mull Marine 
Spatial Plan. Dates and locations of these meetings are as follows:

Lochaline - Village Hall 7th December 3:00pm to 8:00pm

Kilchoan - Community Centre 8th December 3:00pm to 8:00pm

Tobermory - Aros Hall 9th December 3:00pm to 8:00pm

Craignure – Village Hall 10th December 3:00pm to 8:00pm

Further details on the SSMEI Sound of Mull project including the consultation 
can be found at:

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ssmeisoundofmull Lochaber Council on 
Alcohol invites you to our

Annual General 
Meeting
Wednesday, 

December 9th 2009
at 7.30pm

Lochaber Council 

Caol Shopping Centre, Caol 
All Welcome!

Constituency Tour
Meet your local MP

Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his 
Constituency Tour on the following date:

Saturday 5 December 2009
Kilchrenan - 10.00am - 10.30am
Dalavich - 11.30am - 12.00noon
For an appointment 
please call 01369 704840

West Coast Property Guide
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET FOR SALEWANTED COMMERCIAL

Professional
Female 

required for 
house share 
in rural area. 

Must like 
cats and dogs. 

Contact
07578091370

2 Bedroom Furnished First 
Floor Flat to let, central Oban. 
£500.00 per month with £500 deposit, plus 

Council Tax and utility bills.
No smokers, pets or DSS.

References Essential.

3 Bedroom furnished house.
£550.00 per month with £550 deposit, plus

Council Tax and Utility bills.
No smokers, pets or DSS.

References required.
Contact: Stevenson Kennedy, Solicitors, 

Linndhu House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban.
01631 562317 or linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

For Sale
Attractive shoreline one bedroom Terraced Cottage.
Fabulous views over Shuna Sound. Comprising, bedroom, 
lounge, kitchen extension, bathroom with shower, fully 
lined and insulated loft. Timber shed and small brick out 
building. Oban 20 miles, frequent ferry service. 

Offers over £125,000 
for further details call 01852 314120

ISLE OF 
LUING

FOR SALE
/ TO LET

T 01224 572661
www.fgburnett.co.uk

For further information contact 
Kevin Jackson DD 01224 597538

Retail Unit and site with Development 
potential. Could be sub-divided: 
160.4sq.m. (1726sq.ft.)

MAIN STREET, MALLAIG

Outskirts of Kinlochleven
3 BEDROOM 

HOUSE TO RENT
Two bathrooms, 
fully carpeted

white goods in kitchen
gardens and oil C/H
£700 pcm + Bills

Tel: 01855 831900 or 
07909963667

Land Wanted in Taynuilt
Family looking for land 
for self build project.

Any size plot considered. 
We are not developers or builders.

01642 357171
andrew@thequinces.net

Contemporary unfurnished detached 
house for rent in North Connel

4 double bedrooms all ensuite, large open plan living 
dining area, large kitchen with double patio doors, 

garden shed, oil central heating
£750 pcm + council tax + bills

no DSS, no smokers, no pets

Please contact 07967 826 875 (daytime) 
or 01631 730 209 (evenings)

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

FOR  SALE/LET
No 18 The Glebe, 
Kilmelford, Argyll, 

Most deceiving 
modern detached 
bungalow on two 
levels.  Ideal family 
home situated in very 
pleasant surroundings approx 14 miles south of Oban.

Accommodation comprises:-  Utility Room, Kitchen, 
Hall, four Bedrooms, WC, Sitting Room, Bathroom, 
Linen Cupboard/Office.

Oil fired Central Heating with solid fuel fire in Sitting 
Room.

DG throughout.

FLAT TO LET
MAY SELL

Oban Town Centre
1 Bedroom

Furnished/Unfurnished
References required

Available immediately
Further details

Tel. 07799332880 
or 01838 200 342 
(leave message)

TO LET

Central Oban
£550 pcm 
+ utilities
Dep. & Ref. 

Required
Tel: 07941137539

North Argyll House
BEALACH AN RIGH, OBAN
Care home for the elderly

Registered with the Care Commission

We have vacancies for 
respite/long term care.

Qualified staff to provide high quality 24 hour care.
For further information or brochure please 
contact Manager Morag A Telfor or log onto 

www.northargyllhouse.org
Tel 01631 562168

Desirable properties,
desired by the UK’s leading
holiday rental agency.
From stately manor houses to the
quaintest country cottages, if you’ve
got an impressive property that
would benefit from local expertise, a
nationwide reputation and our
superb track record of occupancy,
then you can afford to be choosy and
select the UK’s leading letting agency.

0845 268 0556
www.letmycottage.co.uk
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles ................................£8,150

58 Renault Laguna H/B 2.0 litre, EXP DCi, green, 16,800 miles ......£11,995

58 Renault Laguna Sport Tourer 1.5 EXP DCi110, cherry red, 13,000 miles
 ...................................................................................................£12,495

07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750

07 Renault Megane Expression 1.9DCi Saloon, 22k miles, gold ........£8,250

56 Renault Clio Campus Sport, 3 door, silver, 22,500 miles ..............£5,450

06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles ...............£6,350

06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650

54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles ............................£4,850

04 Renault Clio Dyn DCi 65, 3dr, blue, 46,000 miles .......................£4,350

52 Vauxhall Vectra LS 1.8, 5dr hatchback, 55k miles, blue ...............£2,650

01 Renault Clio Grande, 1.2, 3 door, blue ........................................£2,250

05 Fiat Ulysse Dyn JTD, seven seater, blue ................................. £7,295

COMMERCIALS

04 Peugeot Expert .....................................................................£4500+vat

X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

USED SALES
Cars
09/09 ford focus 2.5t RS , 305 bhp, 2500 miles in ultimate green, beat the waiting list .£26,500
08/08 ford focus 1.6 tdci, 4 door , black , ffsh, under warranty, 24000miles £35 road tax .£9000
05/55 mercedes c320 cdi avantgarde sport pack, 4 door, black, fmbsh, 1 owner , 33k miles £11,500
05/55 volkswagen passat 2.0 tdi sport 140 bhp, silver, fvwsh, 4 door, new model ............£6995
05/55 volkswagen passat 1.9 tdi 105 bhp, blue, fvsh, 4 door, new model, 55 mpg ...........£4995

 ...£27,000
07/07 skoda octavia 1.9 tdi , 4 door, silver, f.s.h very clean, 55 mpg (customers car) ......£5495             

Commercials
07/07 ford transit 260 swb, 2.2 tdci 85 bhp, silver, new towbar, 50k, f.s.h .........................£6995
0/03 ford transit connect t230 lx ,lwb, shr,white, f.s.h, removable rear seats ....................£2995
06/06 mercedes vito 111cdi traveliner, 9 seater, silver ...................................................£10,750
07/07 hino 32 ton gross tipper lorry, 410 bhp,air horns, sunvisor,tested ........................£20,000
99/t man 7.5 ton tipper lorry 1 years mot & 1 years tax .....................................................£2995

Cheap diesel
2001 51 Volkswagen Golf TDi estate, red, high miles, FSH, 1 years MOT ......................£1,900

www.fortwilliamcarhire.com
SELF DRIVE, SALES, SERVICE
Unit 2b Caol Ind Est, Adgour Rd Caol Fort William PH33 7JE
TEL (01397) 70 15 15  MOBILE 07599 70 15 15
FINANCE AVAILABLE PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTATION

BURNBANK GARAGE

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6JD. 
Tel: 01586 554480   Fax: 01586 551414
Mob: 07788923890
Email:  burnbank_garage@btconnect.com

58 Vauxhall 1.8 Insignia SRI, black, 16,000m ............................£13995 (due in)
58 Vauxhall 1.6 Meriva Automatic, black, 3,000m .....................................£9995
06 Vauxhall 1.6 Zafira Active, blue,  ....................................................... OFFERS
56 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Style Climate, blue, 19,000m .......................................£6675
05 Toyota Yaris 1.3, black, 42,000m ........................................................£4995
54 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 club, ultra blue, 42,000m ........................................£5995
54 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 SRI Turbo, black, 62,000m .....................................£6685
04 Vauxhall Vectra 2.0 DTI Club, blue, 84,000m .......................................£3995
52 Ford Fiesta 1.3, Flight, Silver, 87,000m ................................................£1995
06 Vauxhall Astra 1.3 cDTI  club estate 68000M  .................................£6695.00
03 Vauxhall Vectra 2.0 c DTI LS estate 65000M  ..................................£4495.00
51 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 DTI Club high miles, Excellent Condition  ............£1895.00
Commercials
07 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3, White, 25,000m ....................................................£4995
54 Vauxhall Combo Van, red, 77,000m .....................................................£3200
54 Vauxhall Vivaro 1.9, red, tow bar, 58,000m ..........................................£4495
03 Ford Transit Double Cab Tipper, 125,000m ..........................................£4995
55 Ford Transit L.W.B. High Roof, Good as new, immaculate, 52000m ....................£7495
4x4
06 Nissan Xtrail Avontuna DCI, Silver, 45,000m ......................................£11995
Mitsubishi SWB, One Year MOT, New Clutch Fitted ....................................£1495
58 Nissan Qashqai Tekna DCI 19000M  ...............................................£1599.00

CAR SALES

S&S Services Subaru 
SPECIAL DEALS

Tel: 01292 880080/880440JUST ARRIVED
09 59 Nissan Navara Tekna D/Cab ................£17.995 +vat
08 08  Aventura 7 Seater ..........£19,495
08 08 Lexus IS 220D saloon ...................................£13,495
07 07 Renault Clio 1.4 3 door ....................................£6495
06 56 Isuzu 3 Litre TD Denver Max Auto  .....£10,495 +vat
04 54 Jeep Cherokee CRD Sport .............................£6,495
02 52 Toyota Corolla 5 door, T3, VVTi .....................£3,695

Legacy Range 

Diesel

VAUXHALL ASTRA 
SRI

£7000
55 plate, 1.8SRI, 48,000 miles, taxed until January 2010, 

MOT September 2010, 4 brand new tyres, 17” alloys, 
excellent condition throughout.

Tel: 01631 566008 or 07789034457

£3500 no VAT

Fully restored, square axle, 
new bonnet, wings, starter, battery, 

all lights working, no cab.

Telephone: 
07833 151430 or 07828 55275

MASSEY FERGUSON 
135

2

£3,000 no VAT.

1982, approx 55hp, fully glazed cab, Grays 
loader with bucket, very good condition.

Telephone: 
07833 151430 or 07828 552795.

FORD
4610

2

£7500 (no time wasters)

VOLKSWAGEN TOURAN

55 reg 1.9 TDI PD 5D 
7 seater mileage 41k. 
Comes with roof box.

Telephone: 
07826497053
01631 569499

2

£4300

As new, 
only 200 miles, 
08 plate, taxed.

Telephone: 
07771 666140 or 
01855 831900.

YAMAHA 660 TENERE

2

£3995 + VAT

02 VAUXHALL MOVANO
LWB, maxi roof,

1 years test.

Telephone: 
01586 554480 or 

07788 923890
2

£4995 + VAT

03 FORD TRANSIT CREW CAB TIPPER
1 years test.

Telephone: 
01586 554480 or 

07788 923890

2

2.5TD VW CLUBMAN 
AUTO SLEEPER

£24,500 o.n.o.
2000 x reg , low mileage, 11,700 miles, sought after monocoque body, beautiful con-
dition throughout, 4 berth, separate shower room, oven, fridge, roof rack, Fiamma 

Cycle Rack, tow bar, freestanding awning.Taxed/ MOT March 2010.
More info and viewing 

01688 302048 or 07879 458497 2

£800 o.n.o.

KAWASAKI KMX 125
Good condition.  To many 
new bits to list, spare tail 
pipe and seat.  All lights 
and number plates for 

putting back on the road.

Telephone: 
01680 812119 

(after 6pm) 2

THE BOAT STORE
3M RIB WHITE, ARIMAR WITH 
LAUNCHING TROLLEY AND 
9.9HP SUZUKI 2 STROKE 

OUTBOARD, ALL IN GOOD 
CONDITION, 

£1450 o.n.o. 

Other small boats, 
end of seasons bargains.

The Boat Store, Lower Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 5PJ.  

Telephone 01631 565005/07766110747
2

RED BAY 7.5M
Totally refurbished, 

Yamaha diesel engine, 
new stern leg wrap 

around wheelhouse.
Further details 

telephone 01586 554480 
/ 01586 552698 (evenings) 

/ 077889 23890 
(mobile)

2

2004 NISSAN NAVARA 
2.5D PICK UP

£4,600 ono
46,000 miles, alloys, snugtop, ew, em, climate control , 

rcl, service history, MOT April 2010, tax July 2010
immaculate condition

Tel: 01583431362 or 07814 767813

£2650

VAUXHALL VECTRA SXI
53 Plate, 50,000 Miles, 

Full Service History
1 Year MOT, Alloys, Air 
Con, CD Player, Good 

Condition

Telephone: 
07887616916or
01880740295

£625 ovno

L REG 93 VW GOLF 1.4L
3 door, manual, lowered alloys. Mot 
Nov. 2010. Tax Jan 2010. Average 
mileage, above average condition. 

Recent major service.

Telephone: 
07979 068176 or 

07826 352373 
(Lochgilphead)

£2,750 ono

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.2 SRI 150
Taxed Jan 2010, MOT 

Aug 2010, 42,500 miles

Telephone: 
07765115211

£1650 o.n.o.

MITSUBISHI CARISMA SPORT GDI
W reg, ABS, clima, electric 

front windows,
very good con., 1890cc 

petrol

Telephone: 
07747573451

£990 ono

RENAULT LAGUNA
X reg, mileage 79,090, 

MOT Dec 2010, tax 
March 2010, good order

Telephone: 
01852 314311

WHITE RENAULT 
EXTRA VAN

£650
1.9 diesel, one years MOT, 34,400 miles

Tel: 07769717153

L200 Diamond double cab pick up, auto, leather, canopy 

Shogun SWB, Equipe commercial, full spec, e/pack, alloys, air con, black, 40k  £12,950
Diamond, double cab, auto, sat nav, leather, black, canopy,  £11,950

, double cab, auto, sat nav, leather, black,  £11,450
Warrior, double cab pick up, full spec, e/pack, alloys, silver £9,950
Trojan double cab pick up, full leather canopy, black £7,650

 L200 single cab, 4WD, pick up, black, 40k £7,950
 Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k £6,950

L200 Trojan double cab pick up, leather, silver, 30k £8,950
L200 DID double cab pick –up, silver, canopy £7,950

L200, double cab pick –up, met. blue, 20k, choice £6,950
 L200 single cab pick up, black, liner, 40k £5,950

07 FORD Ranger, single cab pick up, 4WD, new shape, silver, canopy,  £8,450
56 FORD Ranger Thunder, double cab pick up, grey, canopy, leather,  £7,450
06 FORD Ranger,  double cab pick up, silver, canopy, air con, 40k,  £6,450
06 FORD 
55 FORD    £5,950
05 FORD Ranger Super cab pick up, 4WD, canopy, 35k,  £5,950
04 FORD Transit 2.4LWB, high top van, white, towbar, 30k, £4,950

DSL
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

‘She obeyed not the voice;
 she received not 

correction;
she trusted not in the Lord;
she drew not near to her 

God.’
YOU ARE KNOWN 

UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners,
Builders

& Funeral 
Directors
Breadalbane
Street, Oban
Telephone

01631 562562
or

01631 562203

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

Are you ready 
for the digital 
switch over?
Contact Clarks 

Satellite Solutions
for all your aerial and 

satellite repair and 
installation needs

Tel: 07564119146
Email: clarksds@hotmail.com

•TELEVISION SERVICES

FOR SALE
Delicious

Hebridean
Lamb

Whole or half animals
Can deliver

Telephone:
01631 740248

• HEBRIDEAN LAMB

Dad

Beth and Aidan xx

There is a man 

Congratulations to you

We are going to 

And it is on Saturday

Congratulations Haybo

Tammy

Darren x x

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
W H A R F E D A L E 

BABY EQUIPMENT

CAR SEAT FOR BOY OR 

night.

TRAVEL PLAYMAT and 

BICYCLES

BOOKS

magazines, in very good 

BUILDING / DIY

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

nights

Adams.  Furry inside, inside 
hood and round sleeves, 1-
1½. Too small so never been 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN
14HH BAY MARE  13 year 

share, good to box, shoe and 

 FIREARMS

semi-auto, 3in Mag M-C, 

 FREE AND SWAP

 FURNITURE

seater settees and one 

CHILDS BEDSIDE 

CHILDS WARDROB 

 GENERATORS

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

and CD, hardly used. Buyer 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

LIVESTOCK

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

home or abroad. Order on-line 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

strong sissel legs, sturdy build, 

 PHOTOGRAPHY

CAMERA Samsung Vega 

quartz, date, remote, manual 

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TICKETS FOR SALE

 TOYS AND GAMES

WANTED

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

PERSONALS

•FIREWOOD

SPLIT

LOGS
£75 per weighed ton 

Ideal Christmas 
Present

Free delivery 
Oban area.

Telephone 
07881418565

or 07788426695
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THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Remember Someone Special
‘ Light up a Life’ 2009

Friends of Oban Hospice once again invite you to remember
someone special by sponsoring the Hospice lights for the trees sited
at the Corran Hall’s Gardens, Oban. Each sponsor’s dedication will
be recorded in our 2009 Light up a Life Book, which will be on
display in the Corran Halls at the ‘ Switch On’ Ceremony to be
held on Tuesday 8th December 2009 at 7 30pm to which you are
cordially invited. We look forward to welcoming you.

‘ Light up a Life’ 2009
Name: (Mr.Mrs,Miss.Ms) .................................................................

Postcode: ...................................... Tel: ...........................................

I wish to support Light up a Life and enclose a donation of:
£....................................................

In memory of (name) ....................................................................

Dedication: .....................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
(maximum of twenty words)

Please return your form by December 4th 2009 to:
Friends of Oban Hospice,
c/o ABCR, 120 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Friends of Oban Hospice’

Please tick the box if you require a receipt for your donation

Gift Aid Declaration
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and wish Friends of Oban
Hospice to benefit from Gift Aid on my donation of

£....................................................

Full name ..................................... Dated .......................................

Address ...........................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Tel .................................................

The Oban Times Caravan will be in Tesco’s car park from Mon.
30th Nov. till Sat. 5th Dec. from 10am till 3.30pm
you may return your forms/donations to there if you wish. Friends
of Oban Hospice Christmas cards will also be on sale. This will offer
an opportunity to receive further information on Oban Hospice.

www.argyllcommunities.org/obanhospice.

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 6 December 2009

Advent 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15

Sunday School & Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Norman MacCallum, 
Provost

(01631) 562323

Kilbrandon Kirk
Holy Eucharist ............. 15.15

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 6th December 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 6th December

Oban High School 
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

John 14, verse 6

‘I am the Way the Truth 
and the Life. No one can 
come to the Father except 
by me.’

So said the Lord Jesus 
Christ 2,000 years ago 
when He was here on 
earth.

The incarnate Son 
of God is therefore 
unique, so the pluralistic 
argument that He is only 
one of many ways to God 
is false.

It is not like the 
supermarket with the 

consumer society having 
freedom of choice.

The explicit and 
implicit language of the 
Bible also states that 
there is salvation in no 
one else by whom we can 
be saved for: ‘There is no 
other name under heaven 
given among mortals by 
which we can and must 
be saved’. Acts 4 verse 
12.

The Gospel of God 
concerning His Son is 
therefore not negotiable.
Outside of Christ there 
is no salvation for 

individuals, nor will 
there ever be healing for 
a broken sinful society, 
except through the 
application of the true 
Gospel in the power of 
the Holy Spirit of God.

Many so-called 
evangelical leaders 
simply assume the 
message of the Cross, 
but do not lay any great 
emphasis on it.

We are currently being 
asked who was or is the 
greatest Scot. For me the 
greatest personality of 
all times and all history 

is the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is the Son of God and 
the Son of Man and His 
greatness will be shown 
to all in a coming day.

Everything He ever 
said or did is of unique 
and immeasurable value 
for us all.

Of no other man can 
this be said, dead or 
alive, and there is no 
middle ground that can 
be stood on.

You either accept Jesus 
Christ or reject Him.

J.A. Elliot

AT AN inaugural 
meeting of the newly-
formed North Argyll 
Archaeological Society, 
held in the Burgh 
Courtroom, Oban, on 1 
February 1963, Margaret 
Kay was elected to the 
committee as secretary.

She remained a 
committee member for 
the rest of her life, at 

as chairwoman and in 
1999, mostly as a token 
of the pivotal role she 
had played in all aspects 
of the society’s activities, 
she was elected to the 
specially created post 
of president. Apart from 
her family, archaeology, 

was her main interest.
Margaret, who died on 

November 26 aged 90, 
was born in Manchester 
in 1918 and became an 
orthoptist. During the 
Manchester blitz she 
joined the Civil Nursing 
Reserve.

While working in 
Chester, Margaret met 
Garth and they were 
married in 1944. Holidays 
exploring Scotland on 

them to Oban.

She, her husband Garth, 
together with their 14-
month-old son Alasdair, 
moved to Oban in 1948 
when Garth secured a 
post as chemistry teacher 
at Oban High School.
They built their own 
house themselves on 
a cliff top site in Oban 
with stunning views over 
Kererra and beyond.

Brigid was born in 1951, 
the year they moved into 
the new house.

Their second daughter 
Cath was born in 1955.

Flint
Margaret’s interest in 

prehistory was triggered 
at primary school by a 

Later, on family holidays, 
she visited Roman ruins, 
churches and castles 
whenever possible. In 
Oban, in the 1950s, she 
attended lectures on 
prehistory organised by 
Eric Cregeen. Her interest 
and enthusiasm aroused, 
she attended more 
lectures in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow and joined 
occasional weekend and 
summer schools. She was 
always grateful to Garth 
for taking over the family 

duties at these times.
Immediately after the 

formation of the society, 
the keener members 

surveys and the results 
were plotted on large-
scale Ordnance Survey 
maps, Margaret having 
been appointed as a local 
recorder for the Ordnance 
Survey.

The results were 
submitted also to The 
Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland 
in a series of annual 
reports and proved useful 
when surveyors from the 
Royal Commission came 
to Lorn in the late 1960s 
to continue the work for 
the Inventory of Ancient 
Monuments of Argyll.

Now that experts were 
on hand to advise, there 
was a chance for Margaret 
and a few others to learn 
some of the techniques 
of excavation in practice.
She found that she 
enjoyed nothing better.

The little group 
formed what became 
known as The Ladies 
of Lorn and excavated, 
whenever opportunity 
arose, with professional 

archaeologists in 
Morvern, Kintyre, 
Mid-Argyll, Cowal, 
Perthshire, Caithness and 
Sutherland.  Margaret 
often camped in a small 
camper van on these 
expeditions.

Nearer to home she 
was involved with 
the excavations at 
the Neolithic sites at 
Raschoille cave, in 1985-
86 and Cardingmill Bay 
in 1988, both in Oban.
This was one of her last 
digs, but the excitement 
and interest would have 
been tempered by Garth’s 
death in 1987.

Wit
Margaret had an acerbic 

wit and sometimes a 
caustic way of expressing 
herself, particularly 
when she encountered 
hypocrisy or pomposity.

She was indefatigable 
in her attention to 
the wellbeing and 
smooth running of the 
archaeological society.
The society, now the 
Lorn Archaeological and 
Historical Society, would 
not have survived for 47 
years to be the successful 
organisation it now is 
without Margaret Kay.

The Right Reverend Bishop Joseph Toal is pictured above with children of St Mary’s RC Church 

THERE will be no excuse 
for poor spelling in school 
after a generous donation 
from Oban Rotary Club 
to primary schools.

A national initiative to 
give schools a  dictionary 
appealed to the local club 
so this year it bought 

Thought for the week

The only way

Obituary Margaret Kay 1918-2009

No excuses for poor spelling!

Oban Rotary Club members hand over the dictionaries to pupils. 16_t49diction01

almost 100 dictionaries 
to be distributed to pupils 
in Oban.

Books
Handing over the books 

Black is club president 
David Mitchell with 
Ronnie Neil and Ken 

Oxland. Children from 
Oban’s primary schools, 

Columba’s, collected the 
books: Lewis Thomas, 
Kieran Hendry, Sophie 
Campbell, Kirsty 
MacInnes and Heather 
MacKenzie.

Tagsa Uibhist 
sets up trading 
company
TAGSA Uibhist, best 
known for its services 
in support of the elderly 
and vulnerable, has set 
up a trading company to 
generate vital income to 
enable it to carry on its 
care work.

The Benbecula-based 
charity has for the past 10 

and transport facilities 
for those with physical 
and mental challenges.

But the charity faces 
ever-dwindling funding 
and took the decision to 
set up a trading arm to 

to set up a handyperson 
service, open to all to 
use, but with priority for 
the elderly.

BIRTHS
WHYTE – Gavin and 
Patricia (neé MacDonald) 
are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their 
beautiful daughter, 
Sarah Rose, on Saturday, 
November 28, 2009. Many 
thanks to the midwifery 
department at Belford 
Hospital, Fort William 
and Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness.
WRAGG -  Iain and 
Stephanie (neé Burns) are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Emily Rose, 
on November 19, 2009, 
at  R.A.H. Paisley. First 
grandchild for Charlie 
and Kay and a trebling of 
granny’s’ little troubles’ 
for Rosemary.

DEATHS
BROWN - Alexander 
(Alasdair) aged 66 years.
Peacefully at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on November 25, 
2009. Beloved husband 
of Sandra, much loved 
father of David, Graham 
and Paul. Loving grandpa 
of Lewis, Rio, Toby and 
Karis. A dear brother of 
Adam and the late George, 
father-in-law of Jo, Alison 
and Louise, son-in-law of 
Elizabeth and brother-in- 
law of Anne. Much loved 
and sadly missed.
KAY - Peacefully at Lorn  
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
on November 26, 2009, 
Margaret Kay, formerly of 
Streonshalh, Pulpit Rock, 
Oban, loving wife of the 
late Garth, dear mother of 
Alasdair, Brigid and Cath 
and a much loved Gran.  A 
celebration of Margaret’s 
life will be held at Perth 
Crematorium on December 
3, at 12.30pm.  There will 
be a retiring collection for 
Action Aid.
LOGAN – Peacefully at 
home on Sunday, November 
29, with her family by her 
side, Catherine (Katie) 
beloved wife of the late 
John, dearly loved mother 
of Callum, Jessie, Donald 
and the late Elizabeth.  
Funeral service to be 
held at St John’s Church, 
Port Ellen, on Saturday, 
December 5, at 11.30am 
thereafter to Kilnaughton 
Cemetery, Islay.  
MACINTYRE – 
Peacefully, at Lynn of 
Lorne Nursing Home on 
Friday November 27, 
2009, Mary MacIntyre 
(neé MacInnes), of 6 
Corran Brae, Oban, loving 
wife of the late Donnie and 
mother of Linda and Carol.
Proud granny to her seven 
grandchildren.
MILNE – The Milne 
family sadly announce the 
death of Brian at home in 
Tiree on November 28, 
2009 a much loved and 
loving husband, father, 
brother and son.  Brian 
served Mid Argyll and 
Tiree as an art teacher for 
more than 30 years.  We 
will miss you.
ROSS (Plockton) -  Died 
on  November 28, 2009 in 
Broadford Hospital, Isle-
of-Skye. Lorna, beloved 
wife of the late Danny.
Graveside internment at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery Oban 
on Friday December 4, at 

letters please.If desired 
donations to Kyle Nurses 
Equipment Fund.

A C K N O W L E D G E -
MENTS

ERRIDGE – Colin and 
Caroline would like to 
thank family and friends 
for their support and 
kindness following their 
recent sad loss.  They 

would especially like to 
thank all staff of Ward A 
at the Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital 
for the care and kindness 
shown to them and their 
late mother.  A collection 
of £365.96 was raised in 
aid of Cancer Research 
UK and Macmillan Cancer 
Support.
MACLEAN – The nieces 
and nephews of the late 
Chet, would like to thank 
everyone for all their 
support during their sad 
loss. Sincere thanks to 
Rev Alan Lamb for his 
comforting service and to 
Mike McFall for funeral 
arrangements. Special 
thanks to everyone at 
Mallaig Health Centre and 
the MacKintosh Centre for 
the loving care our aunt 
received during her stay 
in Mallaig. The retiral 
collection of £303 will 
be donated to Mallaig for 
medical equipment.
SPINK – Elspeth, Mary and 
the family of the late Jessie 
(Livingstone) Spink would 
like to thank Dr Fattah and 
staff of Wards B and C, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
especially Carol, for their 
dedicated care during 
Jessie’s last few weeks.
Grateful thanks to the 
Rev. Dugald Cameron for 
a comforting and uplifting 
service, and to Catriona 
and staff at Hamish 

funeral arrangements. We 

provided by The Manor 
House Hotel, and the 

Moreen Gracie, special 
thanks to Rosemary, Iain 
and Margaret for being 
there in everyway. Finally, 
we thank family, friends 
and neighbours near and 
far for their support and 
attendance at church and 
graveside. The retiring 
collection for Cancer 
Research (UK) Scotland 
raised £302.
‘Yet still the blood is strong, 
the heart is Highland’

IN MEMORIAMS
BARRON – Treasured 
memories of a wonderful 
mum, Margaret (nee 
Coull), died December 3, 
2008.
My heart still aches in 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you mum
No one will ever know
If I could have one life 
time wish
One dream that could 
come true
I’d ask with all my heart 
for yesterday and you.
- Jean.
BARRON – In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law and granny, 
Margaret (nee Coull), died 
December 3, 2008.
We miss her love and 
cheery ways
With her we spent our 
happiest days
In memory we see her the 
same
As long as we live
We’ll cherish her name.
- Rosemary and family.
FLEMING – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Peggy who died December 
6, 2005 and remembering 
also our dear father Malkie 
who died November 3, 
1992.   RIP
- Ann, Andrew and 
families.  
GILLIES - In loving 
memory of our dear son 
and brother, Graeme, who 
died tragically in Goa, on 
December 3, 2006.
No matter how our lives 
have changed
No matter what we do
We’ll never forget those 
precious years
The ones we shared with 
you.
Sadly missed.
- Dad, Mam, Scott and 
Sarah, Kevin and Ross.
KENNEDY – In loving 
memory of a wonderful 
mum, granny and nana, 
Eva, who passed away on 
December 6, 2003.
Gentle and kind
Devoted and true
One in a million
Dear mother that was you
Deep in our hearts
Your memory is kept
To love and cherish
And never forget
Love and miss you always.
- Emily and Ken, Kathleen 
and Roddy, Iain and 
Louise, Bruce and Mairi, 
Jenna and Norman.
LOGINOV – Treasured 
memories of Michael, 
a much loved husband, 
father and papa, who died 
December 3, 2006.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Joey, Michael, Anne and 
family.
MACCALLUM – In 
loving memory of Elaine, 
December 5, 2006.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Dougie and family
MACDOUGALL -  In 
loving memory of Annie 
our dear mother, Granny 
and Great-Gran who 
passed away on  December 
3, 2008.
Time goes by and life goes 
on
But in our hearts you are 
never gone
Always remembered.
- Alistair, Christine and 
families

MACDOUGALL – 
Annie.  In loving memory 
of our dear gran and wee 
granny Annie MacDougall 
who died on December 3, 
2008.
To us you were so special 
So good, kind and true
Precious are the memories
That we hold of you.
- Inserted by Margaret-
Ann, Wayne, Fiona, Bill 
and Jack.
MACEACHEN – In 
loving memory of Alister, 
dear husband, father and 
papa, died December 8, 
1998. RIP.
A lonely cry
A silent tear
Forever wishing
You were here.
- Margaret, Michael, 
Pauline, Craig and Scott.
MACFADYEN - In loving 
memory of Neil our dear 
son, brother, brother-in-
law, uncle and granduncle.
Also his friends Dugald 
and Jamie Mactaggart who 
were all so tragically taken 
from us on December 2, 
2008.
NAR CUIMHNE GACH 
LATHA
- Donald, Isabel and 
families, Islay.
MACKENZIE – In loving 
memory of Archie, much 
loved dad and grandad, 
who died December 7, 
1998.
Sadly missed.
- Peter, Donna, Isla and 
Kelly.
MACINNES – 
Remembering dear Ray 
who died November 28, 
2006.
Memories will keep you 
close forever.
- Love Sheila, John and 
family xxx.
MACQUEEN – Our dear 
dad, Colin, lost at sea 
November 30, 1990.
Loving you is easy
We do it everyday
Missing you is the 
heartache
That never goes away.
- Love you always, Yvonne, 
Richard and Michael x.
W O T H E R S P O O N
– Cherished memories of 
my husband and our dad 
Kenny, who was tragically 
killed on December 7, 
1989.
The years may come
The years may go
We could never forget how 
we loved you so
With each day we 
remember anew
Those precious years we 
spent with you.
- Love Margaret, Kenneth 
and Cheryl.



Shinty leagues
Premier Division
Newtonmore
Kingussie
Fort William 
Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic 
Oban Camanachd 
Inveraray
Lochaber
Bute
Glenorchy

18 13 4 1 68 20   30 
17 12 4 1 77 27   28
18   9 2 7 39 31   20
18   8 3 7 35 38   19 
17   8 4 5 48 38   18 
17   8 2 7 30 35   18
17   6 110 39 51  13 
17   5 3 9 25 46   13
16   3 310 21 39    9
18   1 2 1513 71    4 

Results
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Shinty

Shinty fixtures
Shinty

Shinty

Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Inveraray 4 

Glenurquhart 0
(played at Inveraray)

Shinty

INVERARAY’s relegation 
fears are over after they 
rose above Lochaber on 
the Premier Division table 
thanks to goals from their 
‘man from down under’.

Euan McMurdo returned 
from the Antipodes to the 
cold reality of life near the 
foot of the Premier table and 

as he raced to a hat-trick 
against a barely recognisable 
Glenurquhart team at a soft 
and slippery Winterton on 
Saturday.

Lochaber now have to 

the escape route from the 
relegation zone by copying 
Inveraray and gaining two 
points from their remaining 

Inveraray could now be the 
team that do Lochaber a 
favour.

With several youngsters 
getting a run-out in an 

McMurdo’s pace took 
him through their more 

after 20 minutes to open 
the scoring and keep Aray’s 
Premier hopes very much 
alive.

Nine minutes later 
only a great save denied 
Grant Griffen as Inveraray 
increased the heat and it was 
only a matter of time before 
the home side added more 
goals.

A long diagonal pass 
from defender Andrew 

McKinlay at the back post 
and he slotted home Aray’s 
second.

Perhaps the home crowd 

repeatedly getting stuck 

SHINTY could utilise 

according to the Camanachd 
Association (CA).

Following consideration of 

latest Third Generation (3G) 

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Inveraray 4 Glenurquhart 0
Kyles Athletic 5 Bute 2

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Inveraray v Bute
Graham Cameron
Kyles Athletic v Kingussie 
Charles Young

All throw-ups at 1.30pm

board of the CA agreed that 
they would be acceptable for 
the playing of all levels of 
shinty. 

Such surfaces have 

international football by 
FIFA and the IRB for rugby.  

The board state that natural 
grass would remain the 

preferred and usual surface 

‘shinty turf’ would be an 
acceptable alternative in the 
areas where regular play was 
not possible for climatic or 
other conditions. 

It is not anticipated that 
shinty clubs would be able to 

provide such a new facility 
independently. Scotland’s 
national strategy for sport 
envisages the quality outdoor 
facilities of the future being 
provided largely by the 
sharing of school and other 
community resources. 

of the board’s decision is 
that communities would be 
able to pursue the inclusion 
of a full size ‘shinty turf’ 
pitch within any proposed 
community/sporting project 
in their area.

president said: ‘Approving 
the use of ‘shinty turf’ is 

be some time before a new 
full size facility becomes a 

few years three or four were 

way to reducing the problems 

caused by our increasingly 
wetter weather.’ 

Fort William and Scotland 

involves the testing and 
accrediting of the latest 
sports surfaces said: ‘I look 

a full sized pitch. 

‘This acceptance of the 
latest synthetic surfaces 

decision. With an increasing 
number of potential ‘shinty 
turf pitches’ being installed 

particularly in primary and 
secondary schools.’

MacKinlay came closest 
to a killer third goal in the 
40th minute - until the ball 
disappeared from view and 
another chance was gone.

Gary MacPherson crafted 
the space for a powerful shot 
into the side netting at the 
start of the second-half but 
when Euan McMurdo found 
the back of the Glen net one 
minute later it was in bizarre 
fashion.

lob from 30 yards dipped 
suddenly and ghosted in 
under the visitor’s crossbar. 

With John Barr working 

overtime to steady Glen’s 
increasingly pressurised 

task easier as they persisted 
with an over-elaborate style 

that didn’t allow the ball to 
run. Grant Griffen tried to 
dribble through the Glen rear 

ball became bogged and he 

McMurdo went in search of 

skidded wide with the keeper 

the crossbar but he took full 
advantage of a tiring defence 

into the net.

proved inches away as David 
MacPherson ran in from the 
left but clipped the ball just 

had achieved not only the 

goal difference that lifted 
them to league safety above 
Lochaber.

Bute failed to follow 
Inveraray up the table when 
they lost to Kyles. 

This now leaves the 
island team with a very 
clear mandate - two points 

starting this Saturday - 

by an away tie against Oban 
Camanachd.

Any fears that near-
neighbours Kyles might be 
less than competitive against 
Bute at Dunoon Stadium 
proved unfounded as Mathew 
MacColl weighed-in with a 

from Fraser MacDonald and 

early salvation.
Bute scored through 

but it was never enough 
against a commanding Kyles 
team which will now fully 
focus on their bid to derail 
Kingussie’s championship 
ambitions this coming 
Saturday. 

Much has been said on the 
sidelines regarding league 
and cup meetings between 
these two this season - and 
Kyles will aim to settle the 

two points for Kingussie will 
do to take the Premier title 
away from Newtonmore.

McMurdo hat-trick 
lifts Inveraray into 
league safety zone

17-t49inv01
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HIGHLAND Hockey District 
performed outstandingly at the 
national U16/18 boys’ interdistrict 
tournament at Peffermill National 
Hockey Academy in Edinburgh last 
weekend.

Following a selection process 
open to youngsters throughout the 
Highlands a squad was formed 

Inverness.

with their coach Gavin Allan the boys 

against strong opposition from the 
other established Scottish regional 

and West.

commended the young Highlanders 

all matches. 
Gavin said: ‘The boys represented 

both on and off the pitch and 
achieved some of the best results 

Hockey

Highland boys teams have seen at 
national events in recent years.’

Treasurer Mary Rudd said: ‘This 
trip was made much easier for us 

support given by the Highland 
Council and area sports councils. 
We are thrilled to have had the 
backing of local concerns to support 
Highland sport.’

Talented
The boys have now been invited 

to attend a further regional training/
selection day from which the most 
talented players may progress to the 
Scottish U16 development squad. 

Squad manager Miles Fuller said: 
‘I believe this represents a turning 
point in the recognition of talent in 
young Highland hockey players by 
the national selectors and with the 

and coaches and sponsors it is hoped 
that the district can grow to support 
participants in future.’

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£600

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
T Kirsop, Brudair, North Ballachullish and C MacDonald, Mary-Burgh Court, Fort William
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
There will be periods of light rain and showers 

throughout the day. Winds light to moderate 
north-westerly. Temperatures -1ºC to 8ºC

Friday
Forecast to be bright and sunny throughout the day. 

Winds moderate north-easterly.Temperatures 0ºC to 4ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

A mixture of sunny intervals and cloudy periods. Winds 
moderate south-easterly. 
Temperatures 4ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, December 3, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.47 4.0 12.17 0.9 18.18 4.0 **.** *.*
Fri 00.29 0.7 06.29 4.0 13.05 0.9 19.00 3.9                 
Sat 01.16 0.7 07.14 4.0 13.55 1.0 19.45 3.7
Sun 02.03 0.8 08.01 3.9 14.48 1.1 20.33 3.5
Mon 02.54 0.9 08.52 3.8 15.45 1.3 21.26 3.3
Tues 03.49 1.0 09.49 3.6 16.47 1.5 22.31 3.1
Wed 04.48 1.2 10.58 3.4 17.56 1.6 23.58 3.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

ON THE eve of the return 
of one of the most popular 
competitions for young 
athletes in Argyll it has been 
revealed that youngsters 
from the area are missing 
out on the chance of Scottish 
championship medals 
because of a dispute within 
the sport in Scotland.

The sports governing 
body, Scottish Athletics 
(SA), has withdrawn 
support and funding from 
not only the SportsHall 
competitions, which return 
to Oban this Saturday, but 
have also withdrawn support 
for national and district 
competitions at under 13 
level.

Argyll athletes 
missing out on 
medal chances
Discontent in Scottish athletics affects youth development

Athletics
This year there will be four 

SportsHall heats in Argyll 
but there will be no regional 
or national competitions 
in Scotland as SA does not 

long-term development of 
young athletes.

Events
That means that the UK 

events will go ahead without 
the participation of young 
athletes from north of the 
border.

To replace the under 13s 
championships Scottish 
Athletics say they have set up 
a ‘Superteams’ competition 
which involves teams of 

boys and girls competing 
in long jump, javelin and 
running events.

Argyll athletics coach Bill 
MacCallum said that young 
athletes in the area are 
missing out on the chance 
to represent their district 
and nation and the lack of 
incentive could lead them to 
give up the sport altogether.

Mr MacCallum said: 
‘We haven’t just lost the 
SportsHall initiative in which 
we were doing well, we have 
lost competitions for under 
13s at national and district 
level. There are some kids 
in Argyll who have missed 
out this year who could have 
been in the medals at the 
Scottish championships.

‘The sport is suffering 
because of that. The kids don’t 
have the same motivation. It 
was a big thing to be part of 
the Argyll teams and to go 
on to national level. We are 
realising it more now when 
it’s missing. There is no 
incentive this year for Argyll 
teams to go to regional or 

Instead, Bill MacCallum 
is hoping to set up an 
inter-district competition 
involving Perth and Kinross 
and Dumbartonshire in 
March.

‘The Scottish Athletics 
policy doesn’t make 
any sense,’ added Mr 
MacCallum, ‘early 
developers could be future 
Commonwealth champions. 
If they don’t have incentives 
at under 13 level they might 
not continue in the sport. I 
think it’s completely wrong, 

they should be introducing 
competitions at under 11 
level.

‘There is a lot of discontent 
in the sport, some of the 
major clubs in Scotland are 

other issues. The sport has 
never been in such a bad 
state.’

After heats in Campbeltown 
last week SportsHall returns 
to Oban’s Atlantis Leisure on 
Saturday. The competition is 
one of four similar events 
promoted by Mid Argyll 
Athletic Club this winter and 
supported by all the athletic 
clubs in Argyll.  

Heats
Further heats in 

Lochgilphead on January 
16, 2010 and Tobermory 
on January 30 will lead to 
an Argyll Final at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban in February 
next year

Competitors are reminded 
that the Oban contest starts 
at 12.30pm and entries will 
be taken on the day from 
noon at Atlantis Leisure.  

Age groups start from 
under nine and under 11 up 
to under 17  and there will 
be awards for the top three 
overall in each age group 
for both boys and girls. 
Successful athletes will 
qualify to compete in the 
Argyll Final.

A spokeswoman for 
Scottish Athletics said that it 
was ‘no longer responding’  
on the matter. 

‘I understand that a number 
of responses have been given 
to clubs in the area over the 
past three years, and those 
responses remain valid,’ said 
the spokeswoman.

Eastern promise for young 
Isle of Mull rally driver
YOUNG Isle of Mull rally 
ace John MacCrone has won 
the 2009 Hankook Scottish 
Rally Championship Junior 
Prize Drive, which will 
see him compete in an 
international event in China 
next year.

The 20-year-old, who 
learned of his success at 
the SRC awards ceremony 
in Glasgow, said he was 

winning.
John said it was the 

dream to drive a top spec 4 
wheel-drive car, adding that 

John MacCrone, left, with  Scottish Rally Club chairman Campbell Roy.

Motorsport

his Chinese trip would be the 

the UK.
Season

It caps a remarkable 
season for the apprentice 
joiner from Dervaig who 
has also won the Scottish 
Junior Championship, the 
SRC Class 3 title, and the 
1.6 class in the Ecosse 205 
Challenge at the wheel of his 
Peugeot 205 GTi.

He has been accompanied 
throughout the season by 
his co-driving uncle and 

Ulva Ferry resident Peter 
MacCrone. The prize 
followed a season-long 

judges which focused on 
all aspects of modern-day 
rallying.

Hankook motorsports 
manager Mike Patterson 
said: ‘We have been 
truly impressed with the 
standard of drivers, which 
has exceeded all of our 
expectations.’

Mull driver Craig 
Rutherford was awarded 
with the SRC junior 
championship in Class 2.

Men in green 
to turn around 
away record

Rugby

Winter league 
storms back 
into action

Football

return to league action 
following the completion of 
the autumn internationals 

at Cumnock in Ayrshire on 
Saturday. 

The team will not need 
reminding that they have 

season and now would be an 
excellent time to turn this 
around.

Cumnock are currently 
one place above Oban in 
West Division One and have 
a very lively back division 
including a Scotland 
international under-18 
centre.

Oban will need to put in 
a big defensive effort as 
Cumnock always seem to 
get a few points on the board 
at home. 

Winter League week 4
1 Michael Kelly           39pts
2 Robert Shaw             38pts
3 Iain MacCuaig          37pts

League resumes
Pool

Oban Darts League

Galley of Lorn
Aulays Bar
Golf Club
Lochnell
Claredon
Cuil Fail

P  Pts
4    8
4    6
3    4
4    2
3    2
4    0

Islay club results
Golf

LOCH B beat Cellar Bar and 
Kelvindale beat Lancaster 
in the Oban Filling Station 
Pool League Cup.

Gluepot and Lochnell also 
go through to the second 
round.

The normal league games 
resume tonight (Thursday) 
with the Balmoral team 
having withdrawn.

6-a-side League

Spartak
Seil
Emergency
Trialists
Clan Trees
Taynuilt
Owen Sails
Hydro
Teachers

P  Pts
2    6
3    6
1    3
1    3
1    3
2    3
2    0
2    0
2    0

Six-a-sides
return

Football

Results: Seil 4 Taynuilt 7; 
Emergency 13 Teachers 3; Owen 
Sails 0 Trialists 3; Hydro 0 Seil 6; 
Owen Sails 3 Spartak 7; Spartak 7 
Taynuilt 5; Clan Trees 3 Hydro 2; 
Seil 3 Teachers 0

Saints win table 
top clash

Saints FC in running 
for top club award
OBAN Saints are on a shortlist of three for 
the Sportscotland Local Club of the Year 
Award at the Hilton Hotel in Glasgow, tonight 
(Thursday).
Four club representatives, David Buchanan, 

Iain Jackson, Iain Alexander and Thomas 
Sharp will attend the ceremony, the highlights 

evening at 9pm.
On Saturday Saints under 13s beat 

Baljaffrey v U-13s and Alba Thistle v U-19s. 

Umbro Scottish Amateur League 
Premier Division
Oban Saints 4

Greenock HSFP 1

THIS top of the table clash between 
Saints and Greenock HSFP turned 
out to be an entertaining game for the 
spectators as these two teams put on a 
show that was a credit to the Scottish 
Amateur League.

The game was switched to the 
Community Pitch at Oban High School 
after the heavy rain that had fallen all 
week made the grass at Glencruitten 
unplayable.

The game was played at a 100 miles 
an hour with plenty meaty tackles 
going in thick and fast but referee John 
Scott, who had a good match, never 
allowed things to get out of hand.

The home side took the lead in the 
16th minute when Sean Ford played 

Donald beat his marker and cut inside 

came out with all guns blazing at 
the start of the second half and had 
Saints pinned back for long spells 
and deservedly equalised in the 54th 
minute.

Saints replaced Sean Ford and Ross 
Maitland with the bigger and stronger 
Willie Gemmell and Myles McAuley 
and this certainly changed the pattern 
of the game with Willie setting up 
some great chances and the strong 
running from Myles always a threat to 
the Greenock back line.

Helpless
In the 72nd minute Asen found space 

in the Greenock box and bulleted a 
header past the helpless Willie Swan 
to put Saints 2-1in front.

Five minutes later Saints took a 3-1 
lead with an Asen goal which looked 
to be offside. Sub Craig MacEwan 
added a fourth soon afterwards.

Saints manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted to get full points from a 

He said: ‘It was a great game, plenty 
of good football, plenty of passion, 
played by two good teams. 

us a wee bit, and Greenock will be a 
bit unhappy about the third goal, but 
that’s football. 

‘We defended really well when we 
had to and scored four goals into the 
bargain.’

This Saturday Saints are back on 
Scottish Cup duty with a home game 
against West of Scotland Premier 
League side Broomhill in the 4th 
round. The game will be played at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-off. Asen Gaydardzhiev.

Football

FootballThe Oban Express primary 
football league stormed back 
into action on Sunday with 

in the seniors winter league 
at the high school pitch.

The Cobras started off 
where they left off in the last 
campaign with three wins 
over Appin, Stoddy Boys 
and more importantly the 
Warriors from Lochgilphead, 
runners up last time round in 
the league.

The Warriors got back on 
winning ways with a victory 
over Tralee.

Draw

match Lochnell beat Oban 
Saints  and Appin to sit 
proudly second.

Stoddarts thought they 
had secured the three points 
against Oban Saints when 
Ally Cameron opened the 
scoring but with time running 
out Innes Dairon popped up 
with an equaliser.

Saints went down to their 
younger counterparts, Saints 
Boys,  who went on to win at 
Stoddy Boys and sit third.

Stoddy Boys enjoyed their 
best ever start to a campaign 
when Owen Neilson scored 
the only goal of the game in 
their match with Stoddarts 
and then matched that result 
against Tralee to sit at the 
heady heights of joint third.

Next week the juniors start 
their own winter league at 
Atlantis Leisure.

4

4

1
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