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‘SCUM’ peddling so-called 
‘legal highs’ have been told 
they won’t be welcome on Mull 
as the extent of Argyll’s hidden 
drug and drink problems start to 
emerge.

Local police and councillors 
have warned people to stay away 

promising ‘euphoric’ or ‘journey’ 
experiences after ‘highs’ caused 
two people in their 20s to have a 
terrifying ordeal on the island. 

The incident occurred as new 

of 0-19 year olds admitted to 
hospital in Argyll and Bute 
because of alcohol is double 
the national average - see story, 
page 3 - and as concerns grow 
about the spread of ‘legal highs’ 
throughout Argyll.

Mull councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon has launched a stinging 
attack on anyone selling ‘legal 
highs’, saying she will have no 
hesitation in acting.

‘We will not tolerate this,’ she 
said. 

‘If anyone comes to me 
with names I would have 

A spectacular display of Fire Art created a warm atmosphere on Oban’s Esplanade ahead of a lantern parade and fireworks display 
that brought the 2013 Oban Winter Festival to its conclusion. Festival volunteers, who have been praised for their industry, paid 
tribute to thousands of people who took part in events throughout the 10 days of the festival. For more, see page 12. 16_t49festival13

OFFICERS at Kilmory will now 
be able to make £3.8 million 
worth of cuts at Argyll and Bute 
Council without consulting 
elected councillors. 

Following a decision taken by 
councillors at last Thursday’s 
meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council, only cuts that have 
a direct impact on agreed 
council policy will be put before 
councillors for approval. 

one per cent of the budget over 
the next two years through 

A DELAY in sourcing a set of 

businesswoman has been without 
a phone or internet connection 
for more than a month.

Animal feed company 
representative Caroline Ronald, 
who also runs a catering 
business from Saulmore Farm, 
near Connel, reported a fault in 
her BT line on Friday, November 
8. 

An engineer arrived the 
following Monday and told her 
a repair could be carried out 
within the week.

However the repair job was 
further delayed until December 
2 and then December 10 
because BT says it is waiting 

management company.
A frustrated Caroline said: 

‘I thought that because it was 
a business line it would be a 
priority but they [BT] don’t seem 

TWO OF Oban High School’s rugby 
heroines hold the national Queens of the 
Sevens Trophy that the school’s under-
15 sevens team won at the weekend. 

Jade Dowell, left, who scored the 

Hannah MacKenzie held aloft a much 
larger trophy following their win in 
Edinburgh on Sunday but as this was 
retained by the Scottish Rugby Union a 
much smaller trophy, similar in size to 
the famous Ashes cricket urn, made its 
way back to Oban. 

The girls didn’t let that disappoint 
them as their achievement was 
celebrated at an assembly in the school 
on Monday morning. 

 For more on the team’s win see the 
sports pages. 

Light up a Life
FRIENDS of Oban Hospice is 
inviting locals to sponsor the 
lighting of a candle in memory 
of loved ones at this year’s Light 
Up a Life event.

Each sponsor’s dedication 
will be recorded in the Light 
up a Life Book, which will 
be on display at the switch on 
ceremony to be held at the Cor-
ran Halls on Tuesday, December 
10. Thereafter, the book can be 
viewed at the library in Albany 
Street. The event is the biggest 
fundraiser for the Oban Hospice 
and the community services it 
provides, with the costs for both 
running into £65,000 per year.

CalMac warns high 
winds to batter 
west coast
FERRY operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) has issued 
a weather warning for today 
(Thursday), with high winds 
expected to batter the west 
coast.

Gusts of up to 80mph are 
anticipated in places and 
are likely to cause extreme 

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘We have had a very stormy 
start to the winter with many 
services affected by high winds 
in the last few weeks.

‘The forecast for Thursday 
morning is looking particularly 
severe and we would advise 
ferry travellers to take this into 
account when planning journeys 
in the next few days.’

Check www.calmac.co.uk for 
the latest travel information. 

SCOUTS in Oban and North 
Lorn will be hoping to raise 
much-needed funds from this 
year’s Scout Post.

The Christmas card delivery, 
which last year raised £3,000 
for Oban and Connel Scouts, is 
delivered to Oban, Barcaldine, 
Benderloch, Connel, Dunbeg 
and Kilmore. Post boxes are in 

A85 roadworks 
planned
MOTORISTS travelling 
between Tyndrum and Oban 
will be subject to a week 
of delays on the A85 from 
Monday, with a convoy to run 
during daytime resurfacing.

BEAR Scotland will be 
upgrading a stretch of road west 
of Tyndrum between 7.30am-
5pm, with the convoy limiting 

BEAR Scotland’s spokesman 
for the North West Unit, Eddie 
Ross said: ‘We would like to 
thank the public in advance 
for their co-operation and 
would encourage anyone 

Scotland website for real-time 
information before setting out 
on their journey.’

If the works cannot be carried 
out due to adverse weather 
conditions, the road will remain 
open as normal.

Fire eaters heat up Oban Winter Festival

no compunction in going to 
the police. We will not be 
encouraging scum like this 
who would bring these habits to 
Mull.’

Those two people on Mull who 
had taken legal highs were left 
fearing for their lives, with one 
cowering and believing someone 
was going to kill him. Councillor 
Devon compared the side-effects 
of the drug to that of LSD, which 
can cause a permanent psychotic 
break.

Sergeant Mark Stephen, 
Mull, said the substances can 
sometimes be deemed illegal.

He said: ‘In Tobermory, two 
young people suffered very 
distressing reactions after taking 
new ‘psychoactive substances’. 
Thankfully local people came to 
help them.

‘Taking these drugs can have 
serious health risks. One of the 
main issues with these products 
is the people buying them in 
reality have no idea what they 
are going to take. 

‘Some also contain controlled 
drugs and toxic chemicals are 

often present, so possession of 
them may actually be breaking 
the law.

‘Remember, just because 
something hasn’t yet been 
declared illegal doesn’t mean it 
is safe.’

Oban’s Acting Chief Inspector, 
Alistair Davidson, said: ‘Over 
the last year we have noticed an 
increase in these substances and 

amount of people taking a bad 
reaction to them; hallucinating, 
being aggressive and being quite 
upset.

‘It certainly doesn’t appear to 
be a pleasurable experience.’

Asked what it is doing 
to educate people about 
the dangers of legal highs, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokeswoman said it works 
‘very closely with community 
planning partners, including 
social work, health and police 
colleagues, to tackle alcohol 
and drug misuse’, adding that 
‘providing information and 
support for people of all ages is 
a major part of this’.

Concern grows 
over spread of 
‘legal highs’
Councillor launches stinging attack 
on anyone peddling substances

to care. Where has customer 
service gone?

‘I can’t believe the delay is 

need to get their act together.’
A BT spokesman said repair 

work to a cable damaged by 
lightning requires access to a 
manhole at a road junction and 

required for safety reasons.
Apologise

He added: ‘We’d like to 
apologise to Mrs Ronald for the 
delay and we have been urging 

to bring forward our order.’
The same lightning strike 

damaged an internet connection 
supplied to The Oban Times’
parent company Wyvex Media 
at North Connel. 

The repair to that connection 
was delayed because BT’s online 
support believed North Connel 
to be on an island.

leader Dick Walsh said every 
effort would be made to preserve 
services and jobs - something 
the SNP has said is near on 
impossible.   

As the previous spokesman for 

Robb said the council needs to 
save an average of £5.7 million 
over the next six years, making 
job losses and services cuts 
unavoidable. 

He said: ‘Shifting that 

no scrutiny or approval by 
councillors was one of the 
strangest decisions ever taken. 
It is a complete abdication 
of our responsibilities as the 
elected representatives of the 
communities, families and staff 
that will be hurt by these cuts.

‘It is not the kind of response 
Audit Scotland would expect to 
address its concerns about the 
council leadership, governance 
and culture.’  

The cuts will be made across 
all council departments and 

should, Mr Walsh says, prepare 
the council for operating with 
a reduced budget from 2016 
onwards.

Defending his decisions, he 
said: ‘Our focus for the next 
two years will be on preserving 
services and jobs. I am proud 
of the expertise, commitment 
and success of our employees 
in achieving savings where 
we need to and know they can 
be relied upon to meet the low 
target of one per cent savings 
across the council.’

BT customer sees 
red in light delay 

the following locations: Tesco, 
Co-op, Dunollie Shop, Oxfam, 
Hannah’s, Jacksons, Alba, 
Albany, Birchwood, Hospital 
(WRVS), Atlantis Leisure, 
Halfway House and Dunbeg 
stores.

Last posting date is Wednes-
day December 11 and posting 
boxes will be removed by 4pm.

Scout Post fundraiser

Rugby girls are 
having a ball

worth of cuts without consulting councillors
Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Newsdesk 
01631 568000
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PUPILS from Kilchrenan Primary School 
turned experts for the day at Dunollie 
Museum as they gave staff feedback on the 
exhibitions.

The seven pupils in the school visited 
Dunollie’s 1745 house last Thursday as 

by the charity Kids in Museums. Having 
learned about designing and maintaining 

the children contributed items that are 

to teddy bears. They then turned experts as 
they rated Dunollie’s own exhibits.

encouraging children into museums but 
for us it is great to see what children are 

they have told us that one of the display 
shelves is too high and commented on the 
sizes of the various texts and the colour of 
the background on display boards.’

Kilchrenan head teacher Graham Dickie 

museums and exhibitions.’

FOUNDATIONS for the new £8.5 
million museum and archive at Lews 
Castle have been laid.

Over the next few months a single 

glass and Caithness stone will 
emerge on the site of the castle’s 

demolished after World War 2.

and a special exhibitions gallery for 
local and national exhibitions.

A bright learning and community 
space within the existing sheltered 
courtyard will also feature.

Gaelic-led interpretation in the 

galleries will focus on stories of the 

Outer Hebrides. 

local people will have access at 
a single location to a network of 

and a living Gaelic culture with 
a rich oral history. Work to the 
castle’s interior will include full 
restoration of the public rooms to 
their period splendour for functions 

a new glazed roof over an inner 
courtyard featuring remnants of the 

17th century Seaforth Lodge will 
create a visitor link between the 
Castle and the museum. Councillor 

of the new museum is to signpost 
to the diverse sites and collections 
throughout the Outer Hebrides and 
to encourage visitors to explore 

collections and communities.’
Councillor Archie Campbell 

where Gaelic takes centre-stage. 
The idea is to stimulate enquiry and 
interest in the Gaelic language and 
will help to inspire a new generation 
of Gaelic speakers.’

BUDDING engineers in West 
Highlands and islands schools 
are being urged to enter a 

marine renewables experts of 
the future.

asks pupil teams to develop a 

generator to demonstrate their 
idea of a tidal energy device in 
Scottish waters. 

The prize is open to all schools 

S4-S6. 
Short-listed schools will be 

invited to test their models at 
the new FloWave facility at the 
University of Edinburgh on 

Awards will be presented at the 
Celebration of Engineering and 

with school prizes of up to £750 
and medals up for grabs.

managed by Skills Development 
Scotland (SDS) in partnership 
with SCDI’s Young Engineers 
and Science Clubs Scotland.

The closing date for registra-
tion is Friday December 20.

RESIDENTS of an Islay village 
are urging Argyll and Bute 
Council to adopt a road that has 
remained untouched for more 
than 40 years.

The potholed King Street in 
Portnahaven is populated by a 
number of elderly residents who 
have been injured by tripping or 
falling on the uneven surface.

And the guard rail protecting 
people from a 50-foot drop to the 
sea below has fallen to pieces. 

UP TO seven new posts are to be 
created in Scotland’s two biggest 
cities and the Hebrides to promote 
Gaelic among young people and 
their parents.

part-time Gaelic development 
-

burgh and Uist will be made full-
time or the equivalent.

allocated part-time development 

the language.
The language initiative builds on 

schemes in Lewis and Lochaber to 

and enthusiasm for Gaelic. 

Backers are Comunn na Gàidhlig 
-

Council and Edinburgh City 
Council.

their parents and their communi-
ties for the good of Gaelic.’

start work early in the new year.

New plans              
for Oban      
outdoor seats
NEW PLANS have been 
submitted by an Oban chip shop 
to turn a section of pavement 
between George Street and 
Queen’s Park Place into an 
outdoor seating area.

George Street Fish and Chip 

picnic benches and wind-breaks 

rejected in October over 

staff stating the increase in 

the roads on either side less 
safe.

Stewart has reduced the number 
of benches he’s proposing to 

barriers around the site.
A bin would once again make 

Stewart requesting permission 

Shawboost       
leads the
way at Gaelic 
awards
COMUNN na Gàidhlig (CnaG) 
has congratulated Shawbost 
on Lewis on winning the 

Tourism category at the recent 
inaugural Gaelic Awards at in 
Edinburgh.

Iomairt Ghàidhlig Iar Thuath 

Marina Murray and local people 
all earned praise for their efforts 
from CnaG chief executive 
Donald Macneil.

of Shawbost shows us what 
can be done in a community 
when they are provided with 
the means and there is a 
willingness for organisations 
and individuals to work together 

and the Gaelic language.’

Pupils from Kilchrenan Primary School set up their own exhibit at Dunollie Museum with the help of a light meter and thermal 
hydrometer. 15_t49dunollie01

Work to start 
on missing 
path link
in new year 

Kilchrenan pupils turn spotlight on museum

THE DREAM of creating a 
world-renowned championship 

took another step towards 
being a reality after a planning 
application was published by 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The Oban Times
revealed plans for the 18-hole 

Australian hedge fund manager 
who owns the estate. 

The plan also aims to encourage 
more shooting trips and to 
renovate the dilapidated farm 
steading and other properties in 

acre estate.

which incorporates the main 

has been described by estate 
manager Willie MacDonald as 

through different phases but this 
type of investment goes way 
beyond anything I’ve ever seen. 

employment.’

An artist’s impression of the new museum and archive extension on the site of the castle’s former glasshouses. 
Photograph by Malcolm Fraser Architects.

Islay community councillor 
and Portnahaven postmaster 
Alastair Redman welcomed news 
that the council was considering 
ways of improving the situation 
but urged the local authority to 
go the extra mile and adopt the 
crumbling road.

Injured

out that it has been 40-plus years 
since any work has been done 

that many elderly residents have 
been injured on that particular 
street and that with the remnants 
of the guard rail falling to pieces 
there is no protection from the 
rocks or in to the sea below.

and Bute mainland-based 
management recognised that 
Islay is an industrial island with 
huge productivity that needs 
much more money in its local 
roads budget.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 

looking at possible options and 
ways that the situation could be 
improved.

Islands councillors soon and 
we will also be happy to meet 
with local residents and continue 
discussions on what could be 
done.’

Council urged to go extra mile and 
adopt crumbling Portnahaven road 

course
dream takes 
step forward

Pupils urged 
to take the 
plunge in 
competition

Work starts on new £8.5m Lews 
Castle museum and archive

REPAIRS to a historic footbridge 
in Appin are underway and on 
course to be completed by the 
Hogmanay deadline.

links villagers on either side of 

too unsafe to use in its current 
state and major refurbishment is 
required to save the crumbling 
structure. 

Two years ago a sub committee 
of Appin Community Council 
mounted a fundraising campaign 
to save it.

A NEW initiative is set to 
strengthen bonds between 
groups and businesses working 
in the Gaelic language areas of 
Scotland and the north of Ire-
land.

Ceangal G wants to see a 

way from the Isle of Lewis to 
Newry in County Down and 
west to Donegal.  

The project aims to provide 
marketing and training support 
for companies working in the 

community sectors through 
an Irish and Scots Gaelic web 
portal.

Main partners include Skye’s 
Gaelic college Sabhal Mór 

-
ship cultural centre Cultúrlann 

McAdam Ó Fiaich and Údarás 

Ireland’s enterprise agency for 
the country’s Gaelic-speaking 
areas.

The ambitious pilot scheme 
took off after SMO spearheaded 
a successful funding bid for 

-
TERREG IVA Programme.

It will also provide conversion 
courses enabling Scots Gaelic 
businesses to interact with their 
Irish medium counterparts.  

A programme of exchange 
visits is planned while mentors 
will be recruited to support 

Chairman of the Ceangal G 

opportunities for enterprises to 
use language as a unique selling 
point and thereby grow their 

-

Project director is Alasdair 

speaker from Lewis and former 
MSP. He will lead a team of 
four who hail from Ireland and 
Scotland. The Scottish Govern-

Bórd na Gaidhlig and MG Alba 
are also supporting the project. 

-

to develop the Irish language 

City Council are among other 
backers.

The Jubilee Bridge repair is well underway this week. 15_t49jubilee01

link’ on a cycling and walking 
route in south Lochaber is to get 
underway in the New Year.

National cycling and walking 
charity Sustrans will oversee 
and manage construction of a 
two-kilometre segment between 
Lagnaha and Kentallen.

The new path will join up 
sections at either end and 
connect Duror with Ballachulish 

It will mean local people and 
visitors can access a continuous 

path next to the A828 and A82. 

told The Oban Times
hope to commence work on this 
project at the start of next year.

of land negotiations for one 
particular section and are 
hopeful to obtain the land in 
early 2014.

start in February and run until 
May.

people to use and enjoy in the 
summer.’

The project will include vegeta-

and drainage works. 
It is the latest in a series to build 

an unbroken cycle and walking 
route from Oban to Ballachulish 

- Sustrans Route 78.

a 400m stretch of path in 

completing the missing link 
in the village.  It is hoped that 
this work will be completed by 
Christmas.’

Foodbank      
charity looks 
to Argyll                      
and Bute
A CHARITY which helps to 
set up foodbanks across the 
UK says it is keen to establish a 
presence in Argyll and Bute.

The Trussell Trust says 
Argyll is one of only six local 
authorities in Scotland where it 

received more enquiries from 
the county than from Glasgow 
or Edinburgh.

Campbeltown and Helensburgh 
this week to discuss setting up 
foodbanks in these areas.

interest from Argyll and Bute 

yet we don’t have a presence 
there.

our radar for a long time.’

and grants were received from 
the Commonwealth Games 

Appin builder Stuart 
Carmichael recently won the 
contract to repair the bridge and 

said he was delighted with the 
progress. The retired engineer 

bridge has been phenomenal 
considering the builders are 
only two weeks into it. The 
community has been waiting 
for this for two years and it will 
make a huge difference. It will 

be safe to use.’ 

to commemorate the Diamond 

Access paths to the bridge 
were improved last year 
following funding by Argyll 

LEADER.

New bid to strenghten bonds

Appin foot bridge 
repairs on target
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THE NUMBER of young people 
admitted to hospital in Argyll 
and Bute because of alcohol is 
double the national average, it 
has been revealed.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
were told the number of young 
people aged up to 19 admitted 
to hospital in 2011 - 2012 was 
a ‘great concern’ by an NHS 

of the population dwarfed the 
national average of 123.8.

Councillors expressed concern 

Margaret Somerville, NHS 
Highland’s director of public 
health and health policy.

But a community worker in 
Oban who helps people deal with 
drug and alcohol addictions, 

surprise’ and called on every 
member of the community to 
help tackle the problem.

OBAN Phoenix Cinema has been recognised 
as one of Scotland’s best community-led 
regeneration projects after being shortlisted 
for a major award.

Representatives from the cinema travelled 
to Glasgow yesterday (Wednesday) to 
discover if they will be named a winner in 
the SURF Awards after being included in 
a shortlist of three for the community-led 
regeneration project of the year. The social 
enterprise is facing competition from East 
Renfrewshire’s Building our Future project 

to restore the St Brides Community Centre. 

Eleanor MacKinnon will be joined by 

ceremony in Glasgow’s Radisson Hotel, 

with the winners announced by Margaret 
Burgess MSP. 

Carol told The Oban Times everyone 
involved with the project was delighted to 
have been selected. ‘It’s a really prestigious 
award and the fact that we’ve been shortlisted 
for something like this is something we’re 
really proud of. They came to us and made 

released on two different websites and put 
on YouTube, so we’re really looking forward 
to it.’

giggles and smiles on Monday and Tuesday 
as special parent and toddler screenings 
were trialled. Originally intending to hold 
two screenings of Peppa Pig for the trial, 

showings due to huge demand. In total, 160 
toddlers and adults came through the doors 
in George Street to catch a glimpse at the 

bags and intimate screening room proving a 
hit with the children. 

Carol said: ‘This was just a tester but the 
interest has been massive. A lot of people 
coming say there’s a lack of things to do 
during the day in the town with the kids, 
hence the reason for coming down.’

Eleanor added: ‘The bean bags have been 
really successful and they’ve enjoyed the 
waiting area at the top of the stairs too.’

More parent and toddler screenings will 
be held in January and February next year 
while the cinema considers whether to hold 
them on a more regular basis.

AN EAST coast bias by decision 
makers has to be reined in or it 
risks destroying the west coast 

Bute councillor has warned. 
Councillor Fred Hall lambasted 

who have proposed a number 
of areas off the west coast to 

Drink driver 
banned and fined
AN OBAN hotel worker has 

from driving for 15 months after 
getting behind the wheel while 
over the drink drive limit.

Richard Hegyi, 19, of The 
Great Western Hotel, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, pled guilty to 
the offence, which took place on 

Oban, when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week. 

‘This was a stupid thing for you 
to do. Your reading is nearly 
two times over the legal limit. 
With that amount of alcohol in 
your system you were a danger 
not only to yourself but to other 
road users.’

Hegyi had 67mcgs of alcohol 
in 100mls of breath. The legal 
limit is 35mcgs.

Assault trial 
delayed until     
New Year
THE COURT case of an Oban 
man accused of an assault 
which caused his alleged victim 
severe injury has been delayed 
until February.

stand trial in front of a sheriff 
and jury on February 16 and 17 
next year. 

Mcauley, who denies the of-
fence, will next appear in Oban 

Woman admits 
being four and 
half times drink 
drive limit
AN OBAN woman is awaiting 
sentence for being in charge of 
a vehicle while more than four 
and a half times the legal drink 
drive limit.

1 The Summit, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, pled guilty to the 
offence when she appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

saw 163mcgs of alcohol in 
100mls of breath. The legal 
limit is 35mcgs.

deferred sentence for the 
preparation of social work 
reports until January 7 next 

from driving in the interim. He 
said: ‘This is one of the highest 
readings I have seen – it is four 
and a half times the legal limit.’

Man to stand trial 
on drug charges
AN OBAN man is awaiting trial 
accused of stealing a bottle of 
methadone and possessing the 
class A drug.

McKelvie Road, Oban, pled not 
guilty to both offences when he 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday.

Kelly, who was remanded in 
custody, is expected to stand 

will appear in court next on 

Nichola MacGillivray, project 
manager at the community-based 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
and addiction service OASIS, 
said: ‘It is a worrying statistic 
but it is not a great surprise.

‘I know from doing research 
that this area is generally above 
the national average for drink-
related problems.’

OASIS established a youth 
addiction service to tackle a 
problem with underage drinking 

Nichola said the service was 
‘very busy’.

‘We work closely with Oban 
High School to do preventative 
work with teenagers, raising 
awareness of alcohol abuse,’ 
she added. ‘But I think it is 
everyone’s responsibility to 
recognise if young people are 
having a problem with drinking 
and refer them to the appropriate 

presented councillors with the 
annual public health report, said: 
‘I don’t know why the area has 
such a big problem. It may be 
they [young people] think they 
can’t have a good time without 
it. It may have a lot to do with 
what social circle people are in.

‘Should we consider putting 
far more effort into preventing 
alcohol drinks appealing to 
youngsters? Should we ban 
display advertisements?’

problem stemmed deeper than 
where alcohol was purchased.

‘Brothers, sisters and friends 
buy 90 per cent of the alcohol for 
young people,’ she added. 

‘Is restricting sales the right 
way to go about it?

‘We have been changing the 
way people think about tobacco 
for 50 years. We need to change 
the way people think about 
alcohol now.’ 

From left: Brooke Barr, 2, Hollie Cameron, 2, and Gracie Campbell-Hill, 3, enjoy some popcorn during one of the trials of the new 
parent and toddler screenings on Monday, when Peppa Pig was the star of the show. 15_t49cinema2

NHS Highland 
reveals extent 
of youth drink 
problem
Argyll hospital admissions 
double the national average

Oban cinema shortlisted for top award

become Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA). Fishing is often banned 
or restricted altogether in MPA 
zones. 

Marine Scotland is currently 
seeking people’s views on 33 
proposed MPAs in Scotland.

Involved in the consultation 
is the proposed South of 

Campbeltown boats. Speaking 
about the proposal at a full 
council meeting last Thursday, 
councillor Hall said the industry 
needs ‘protected’ from decisions 
made by policy-makers with a 
bias for the east coast, adding: 

‘Can we as a council hold this 
lot to account because enough 
is enough. These decisions 
are having a negative impact 
on our area. The east coast is 
booming while the west coast is 
depopulated. They are turning 
this area into a theme park on 
how people used to live.’

Tarbert councillor John 
McAlpine added: ‘If we 
close these areas there will 

our communities. It is not a 
lucrative business and continues 
through families and through 
generations. If we lose these 

come back.’ A spokeswoman for 
the Scottish Government said: 
‘The Planning Scotland’s Seas 
consultation included 33 MPA 
proposals and these are spread 
throughout Scotland’s seas.  All 
responses to the consultation 
will be given full consideration.’

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Rock BandRock Band

Ceol an AireCeol an Aire

Amy Leigh Boyce
Oban High School

Traditional School of Music

The Pipe BandThe Pipe BandThe Pipe Band

FREE
ENTRY

Please note no glass containers will be allowed in the arena

FREE 

TICKETED 

EVENT

Gates open 7pm. Entertainment from 8pm. Family event

Tickets will be available from www.hogmanayinoban.co.uk, facebook, 
Oban Filling Station, Oban Sports Shop and Oban Tourist Information Centre
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NOMINATION FORM
Nominee’s name .................................................................................
Nominee’s address .............................................................................

............................................................................................................

My nominee should win because..... 
(please submit up to 200 words on a separate sheet and attach to this form).
Your name .........................................................................................

Your address .....................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

Daytime telephone number ...............................................................

Email address....................................................................................
Send to: The Oban Times, Angel of the Year, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  

If you know someone who really 
makes a difference in their 

community or to someone’s life then 

below and let us know.

AN OBAN man was cleared last week of 
abducting his former partner by a jury at 
Oban Sheriff Court.

Darren MacIntyre, 38, whose address was 
given on court papers as HMP Greenock, 
also had a charge of assaulting the woman 
found to be not proven.

MacIntyre admitted punching the woman 
during an incident at his home in Oban, 
causing a cut to her eyebrow and leaving her 
swollen and bruised, but said he had acted in 
self defence.

He said during evidence: ‘She kicked me, 

before I could get up she was on top of me. 
When she was on top me she was trying to 
hit me and claw me. I had my hands up so 
she couldn’t.

‘She stopped and I took my hands away 
and that was when I saw her with an ashtray 
about to strike me. I got a fright. I thought if 
she hits me with that – and the way she was 
being she would have – it could kill me. So 
I just hit her.’

The injured woman remained in MacIn-
tyre’s home until 1pm the following day as 
she couldn’t access keys to get out the prop-
erty. But the jury rejected this amounted to 
abduction as MacIntyre claimed he had lost 
the keys unintentionally while drunk.

MacIntyre was also found not guilty of 
shouting indecent remarks during the inci-
dent on September 24.

Coastal water  
alien species on 
the increase
ALIEN species in west Scotland 
coastal waters are on the 
increase with more likely to 
come, according to researchers 
at the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS).

Dr Liz Cook of the Dunbeg 
institute was involved in the 
preparation of the Non-Native 
Species report, released last 
week by the Marine Climate 
Change Impacts Partnership 
(MCCIP).

It states that alien species, 
which can cause environmental 
and economic impact, could 
not only take over where native 
species were once dominant, but 
could expand their range.

Recent decades has seen an 
exponential increase in the 
spread of non-native species 
around the world. 

Locally, this has seen the 
postponement of mussel 
farming in Loch Creran after 
soft-shell mussels started to 
overwhelm the resident species.

WEST Highland College UHI last week 
welcomed HRH The Princess Royal to Fort 
William.

Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief executive, 
together with board of management chair Dr 
Michael Foxley, college staff, students and 
invited guests gathered at the college for 
a private reception with the Royal visitor 
before she attended the University of the 
Highlands and Islands Annual Foundation 
Day celebrations at the Nevis Centre.

Ms Rohmer said: ‘We are delighted to 
have been honoured with another visit 
from HRH The Princess Royal following 

the opening of our new college building 
in Portree in September.  It’s clear that she 
has a great depth of knowledge of what our 
college centres and the University of the 
Highlands and Islands as a whole can offer 
to encourage, support and inspire learners 
who previously might have had no access to 
tertiary education. It was a most enjoyable 
event, and we were pleased to have been 
able to invite other partner organisations and 
community groups to showcase their work 
at the Nevis Centre afterwards.’

A wide variety of displays and information 

circulated prior to the annual UHI lecture 
from Richard Balharry MBE, director of 
The West Highland Coastal Trust, which 
was attended by more than 100 guests. Those 
honoured at the Nevis Centre celebration 
included singer and multi-instrumentalist 
Julie Fowlis, who HRH presented with the 
University of the Highlands and Islands 
Alumnus of the Year award. The 35-year-old 
from North Uist, who graduated from the 
university in 2011 with an MA in material 
culture and the environment, has performed 
worldwide and sang on the soundtrack of 
Disney/Pixar animated feature Brave.

STAFF at Oban’s Lorn and 
Islands Hospital have some 
silverware success they want 
everyone to hear about.

The hospital’s audiology 
department has been named 
the best in the UK, marking 
an impressive turnaround 
in service since the newly-
equipped department opened 10 
years ago.

The team in Oban recently 
picked up their trophy as the 
British Academy of Audiology’s 
Team of the Year at a gala dinner 
in Manchester Midland Hotel.

In 2000 the audiology 
department in Oban, serving 
wider Argyll, was rated as one of 
the worst in Scotland in terms of 
facilities and waiting times for 
appointments, which could be as 
long as two-and-a-half years.

Waiting times are today among 
the best in the UK - typically less 
than 10 days. 

The current department was 
opened in 2003 and in 2010 was 
voted one of the best teaching 
hospitals in Scotland. Proud 

THERE will be something a little bit 
different about Santa when he visits the 
Palace Hotel in Oban on Saturday.

Along with his traditional red and white 
suit, he will be sporting a pair of yellow
Royal National Lifeboat Institution wellies 
to show his support for Oban lifeboat.

Oban RNLI Fundraising Group has 
invited the main man to join Stormy Stan, 

the lifeboat man, at its festive fun day, which 
will run at the hotel, courtesy of the Donn 
family, from 11am - 4pm.

Children will have the chance to win extra 
cash for Christmas by entering a fancy dress 
competition, with £50 up for grabs for the 
winner, courtesy of Oban Express.

Judging will be at 2pm and all children 
must be accompanied by a responsible 

adult. Traditional teas, coffees, cakes, 
mince pies and sandwiches will be on offer, 
along with fun competitions and other 
attractions including a tombola, children’s 
lucky dip, and a home baking stall. Sprigs 
of holly, from the lifeboat station’s tree, will 
also be on sale.

Art lovers will be able to place sealed bids 
for an original oil painting of Oban’s North 

Pier which has been donated by professional 
artist Paul Taggart.

Moira Kerr, fundraising group secretary, 
said: ‘Please come along, have fun, and get 
into the Christmas spirit while helping us 
raise money to save lives at sea.’

Anyone who wants to view the painting in 
advance can do so tomorrow (Friday) from 
2pm-4pm at Oban Lifeboat Station.

HIGHLAND Council has called 
for the level of interest charged 
by pay-day loan companies to be 
capped at 60 per cent.

The move follows warnings 
from Lochaber Credit Union 
in The Oban Times, and other 
campaigners, that the poorest in 
society are being sucked into a 
spiral of debt by loan repayment 
rates of up to 4,000 per cent.

A council delegation is seeking 
a meeting with Hi Scot Credit 
Union in Stornoway to discuss 
ways to promote credit union 
membership as a pathway to 
affordable credit.

In Inverness last week, the 

committee also highlighted that 

A QUANTITY of heating oil was stolen from a property in 
Glenhinnisdal, Portree, sometime between September 11 and 
November 28. Call local police on 101.

THE WELL-KNOWN British soldier General Carton de Wiart 
famously said of the French, who let him down badly at Namos 
during the German invasion of Norway in 1940, ‘one bang and 
they’re off’. 

Much the same is being said in Morvern and Mull these days 
about Caledonian MacBrayne’s Oban to Craignure ferry which 
has missed the mail and newspaper run several times recently 
thanks to a bit of wind in the Firth of Lorn. 

No criticism is being levelled at the captain and crew but at 
the size of the vessel. ‘What is the point of having a ship large 
enough to cross the Atlantic in when it cannot leave her berth in 
winter?’ is being asked. ‘Bring back the old Lochinvar,’ is the 
universal cry from both sides of the Sound of Mull. 

The sleek, 216-ton Lochinvar was specially built by David 
MacBrayne for the Sound of Mull run and at the time had the 

Later, in 1926 and 1949, she was re-engined and converted to 
twin-screw. 

According to popular legend, the Lochinvar missed only one 
day in her 47-year career apart from occasional relieving duties 
on the Tarbert-Islay or Lochgoil routes and when a German 
U-boat was sighted in the Sound during the First World War. 

No doubt the story is apocryphal but by all accounts the 
Lochinvar did sterling service. 

Her name was a byword for reliability and her crew were 
known in virtually every household up and down the west 
coast. Captain Malcolm Black and his father, from Bunessan, 
had command from 1921. 

Malcolm Robertson, the mate, a native of Tobermory, joined 

Gaelic songs. 
Donald Kennedy, Fort William, and John McCabe looked 

after the engines. ‘Curly’ Cameron, stevedore; John Mackenzie, 
purser; Dugald MacDiarmid, quartermaster; John MacCallum 
and Douglas MacDonald, seamen; Sam Berry and John Hogg, 
stewards; Johnny Macfarlane, helmsman and Ewan Campbell, 
pantry boy, all manned the Lochinvar at some time or another. 
If I have inadvertently missed anyone perhaps a reader would 
let me know.

Although the subject of at least two complimentary songs, it 
has to be admitted that the Lochinvar was not always popular in 
Morvern. For some unknown reason Captain Black often shied 
away from coming alongside Lochaline Pier. 

Apparently if the waterfalls, known as the ‘Morvern Witches’ 
on the cliffs beyond Ardtornish Point, were being blown 
upwards, indicating a strong south west wind, there would be 
no Lochinvar that day.

The tragic loss of the Lochinvar, renamed Anzio 1, and all 
her crew off the Humber estuary in April 1966, was keenly felt 
in the many villages along the Sound of Mull which she had 
served for so long.

A CAR parked in Belford Road, Fort William, was scratched 
several times sometime between 8.30pm last Wednesday, 
November 27, and 7am the following morning. 

Call local police on 101.

Kilchoan campsite 
owners ‘chuffed’   
at nomination 
A TINY Ardnamurchan holiday 
park has emerged as one of the 
contenders for a top UK award.

Far View Campsite in 
Kilchoan has been nominated in 
the 2013 Camping and Caravan 

the year awards’ ‘best facilities’ 
category.

The site only has four pitches 
for caravans or motorhomes 
- but small would appear to be 
beautiful after holidaymakers 
praised the park.

Owners Julie and Chris 
Wilkinson, who have been 
running the business for just 
three years, were ‘chuffed’ at 
being nominated.

Julie told The Oban Times:
‘People have been very 
impressed by our toilets - Chris 
built them himself. 

‘We don’t hold out much hope 
of winning though - it’s a big 
national club.’

Winners will be announced at 
the end of the year, Julie said.

A POCKET watch belonging 
to Robert Burns, unearthed 
in a Lochaber farmhouse by 
auctioneers Lyon & Turnbull, 
has sold in Edinburgh for 
£39,650. 

The silver pair cased watch, 
which had been valued at 
£2,500, contains a paper insert 
with bird and heart motifs and 
initials in ink from Burns’ 
wife Jean Armour. The rear 
cover is inscribed with ‘Rob T 

CHRISTMAS should be a time 
for celebration - but for women 

abuse it can be especially sad 
and traumatic. 

So once again Lochaber 
Women’s Aid is asking local 
residents and businesses to get 
in the Christmas spirit early to 
help provide service users with 
a festive food hamper.

Donations of non perishable 
food items such as tinned meats, 
tuna, dried pasta, rice, tea, 
coffee and sugar are welcome, 
as are Christmas-related treats 
such as chocolates, biscuits and 
crackers. 

Toys, games, books and crafts 
are also needed as presents for 
boys and girls from babies to 
teenagers.

LWA chair Dierdre Coull said: 
‘I hope that local people are able 
to get in the Christmas spirit 
early and support our appeal. 

generosity of Lochaber locals we 
will be able to help brighten the 
Christmas of families affected 
by domestic abuse.’

Donations of non-perishable 
food and treats can be left in the 
collection box at Caol Co-op, 
Londis Stores, Caol and Lidl 
Stores, An Aird until December 
13.

Unwrapped toys and gifts 
can be left at Toymaster on the 
High Street, Fort William, until 
Monday December 9.

Morvern Lines

IT HAS often been said to me by those who lived in Morvern 
during the Second World War, that as far as food was concerned 
they were far better off than many others in the UK. 

Fish, dairy produce, eggs, mutton, lamb, rabbits and game 
birds were plentiful and that rationing made little difference 
unless of course you were a smoker or had a sweet tooth! 

It was a sentiment nicely put by the late Miss Uilleamena 
Macrae, proprietrix of the well known Lochailort Inn, who, 

knew there was a war on in respect of her lavish entertainment, 
replied, ‘A war man?, there hasn’t been a war here since 1746.’

For those who lived and worked on one of the local estates 
there was a plentiful supply of venison. 

The late Christopher Macrae, head stalker for Mrs Mary 
Strutt on Kingairloch Estate, told me he had 17 households on 
his venison distribution list when the war began. 

In 1936 Mr and Mrs Owen Hugh Smith of Ardtornish gave 
venison to 56 households in Morvern as well as haunches 
and often whole hind carcasses to the captain and crew of the 
Lochinvar, the local GP, the Oban Stationmaster, the Morvern 
District Nurse and several providers of services and supplies. 

Others helped themselves. One evening in 1942 a marksman, 
from the window of a house near the present Lochaline Stores 
and at a range of almost 400, had a successful pot shot at a 
stag grazing on the other side of Loch Aline. There it lay until 
a party of local men rowed across to collect it under cover of 
darkness. 

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The Lochinvar discharging mail bags in Oban. 

Glenshellach
homes plan 
submitted
AN OBAN property developer 
has submitted an application for 
permission in principle to build 
four houses on land north east 
of Glenshellach Farm.

Rhugarve Limited want to 
build the houses as an extension 

Glenshellach Road.
If permitted, the potential 

development would be the 
second phase of an overall 
development that has already 
seen 12 plots which have 
already been permitted.

It would be up to each 
individual plot owner to apply 
for detailed permission.

Celebrating their national win are three members of Oban hospital’s audiology team, from left: 
technician Emma MacDonald, chief audiologist Drew Ferguson and technician Rosalyn Cook. 

15_t49audio01

chief audiologist Drew Ferguson 
said: ‘This award is a great 
achievement for us. 

‘To win an award from 
throughout the UK is really 
quite special.

‘It is also good for the entire 
hospital and we have had 
congratulations from NHS 
Highland’s chief executive and 
clinical directors.’

Derek Leslie, director of 
operations at Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership, 
said the award recognised 
the department’s ‘unstinting 
commitment to providing the 
best possible quality of service 
to patients’.

He added: ‘I am both proud and 
delighted at the success of Drew 
and the Argyll and the Isles 
audiology team in winning the 
British Academy of Audiology’s 
Team of the Year 2013.

‘All the more so during this 
time of unrelenting demand to 

and in the face of increasing need 
and demand for the service.’

Oban audiology team 
wins national award

HRH The Princess Royal is welcomed to West Highland College UHI – Fort William at the start of the University of the Highlands and 
Islands’ Foundation Day celebrations.

Santa gives it welly to raise RNLI charity cash

Found in Lochaber: Burns’ pocket watch sold for almost £40,000. 

Burns Mauchline 1786’. The 
delighted owner, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, could 
not believe it as four private 
enthusiasts kept pushing the 
price higher and higher to 
nearly £40,000. She said: ‘It had 
lain in a drawer for years and I 
am pleased that a real enthusiast 
and collector of Burns material 
has bought it.’

The buyer also wishes to 
remain anonymous.

unsolicited door-to-door selling 
of loans is an offence.

Chairman Dave Fallows said: 
‘I have very grave misgivings 
about the ease with which people 
can borrow money and the very 
high rate of interest they pay for 
the privilege.

‘I will be urging the powers 
that be to introduce legislation 
that curbs the level of interest 
payday lenders can charge for 
their loans.’

Meanwhile, the council is 
also to write to the UK and 
Scottish governments, and the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities to highlight its ‘total 
opposition’ to high-cost short-
term credit.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Women’s 
Aid in 
hamper
appeal

Jury clears 
Oban man 
of abducting 
former partner

UHI welcomes HRH The Princess Royal

Burns’ pocket watch 
sells for £40,000

Parked car scratched in Fort William

Heating oil stolen from Portree

Council calls for pay 
day loan interest cap

The deadline to receive nominations by will be announced in a future issue. 
Terms and conditions apply

  As well as winning a trophy and the title 
of ANGEL OF THE YEAR,

the winner will also receive £500.
Two runners up will each win £100. 

All nominations will be assessed by an independent panel and the winner 
announced in The Oban Times in the new year.
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A CALLANDER couple who wed in Roy Bridge 
50 years ago celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary on Saturday, celebrating a marriage 
that has spanned continents as well as countries. 

have divided much of the last half century split 
between Australia and Scotland.

Wherever they have gone though, they have 
stayed in touch with home with a copy of The Oban 
Times - with Ivor even having won our famous 
Spot the Shinty Ball competition three times.

Daughter Ailie said she was delighted to help 
celebrate the couple’s landmark celebration with 
a dinner at the Roman Camp Hotel in Callander 
on Saturday.

Ivor originally hails from Inverroy, Lochaber, 
and met his would-be wife by chance. Originally 
from Erith in Kent, she emigrated with her family 
to Australia when she was young. Returning on 
a £10 assisted package on a ship she shared with 
the Bee Gees, she arranged to go to Gairlochy 

to visit the mother of a girl she worked with in 
Australia - who in turn had asked Ivor to ‘pick up 
the Australian girl from the station’.

They later wed on November 30 at St Margaret’s 
RC Church in Roy Bridge, moving to Austalia 

having three more children; Amanda, Blair and 
Miles.

After living in Spean Bridge and Inverroy, they 
settled in Fort William until 1985, when they 
moved to their family home in Callander.

Ivor was a salesman for AMP Insurance, moving 
on to become a decorator and sign-writer.  After 
raising the family and running a bed and breakfast, 
Pat worked at Fort William’s Underwater Centre 
before going on to become an administrator at 
McLaren High School in Callander.

They have four grandchildren, Rachael, Milo, 
Theo and new addition Una, born on November 
1. 

descend on Oban Airport on Monday 

part in this year’s rally, considered one 
of the toughest classic car events in 
Europe. Drivers leave Land’s End on 

10 - a total journey of 1,400 miles.
And while last year’s event saw the 

drivers arrive after dark, the airport 
operated by Argyll and Bute Council 

will this year see drivers arrive during 
the day, giving enthusiasts an unrivalled 
opportunity to see some of the classics 
taking part. 

The council’s spokesman for 
sustainable economic growth and 
transportation Duncan MacIntyre said: 
‘There are some marvellous classic 
cars taking part, with drivers from all 
over Europe and it is a real pleasure to 
offer the facilities at Oban Airport. 

‘Everyone is welcome to come and 
cheer on the drivers.’

To qualify, cars must have been 
built before 1984. Patrick Burke, joint 

managing director of HERO said: ‘Le 

kind in Europe, possibly the world, 
ranking high in the list of ‘must-do’ 
events. 

‘The weather in early December is 
unpredictable, but year after year crews 
from all over the world continue to test 
their skills against some of the toughest 
driving conditions that Britain has to 
offer. 

‘We are delighted to be able to bring 
the route as far west as Oban, where 
the co-operation received has been 
outstanding.’

Cumming returned to his child-
hood home at the weekend to 

Cinema.
The X-Men star, who is cur-

of the US TV series The Good 
Wife, has supported the com-
munity venture to re-open the 
cinema since 2009, when he 
became the then Friends of Birks 
Cinema’s patron.

Accompanied by his husband 
Grant Shaffer, playwright Liz 
Lochhead and Scottish actor 
Ralph Riach, Cumming brought 
all the glitz and glamour of Hol-
lywood to the event, praising the 
efforts of those volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to see it the 
cinema revived.

somewhere that isn’t a metropo-
lis, it shouldn’t mean you don’t 
have access to culture.’

KINLOCHLEVEN streets 
are ablaze with festive cheer 
after a remarkable community 
fundraising effort led by local 

State-of-the-art displays have 
replaced old lights thanks to 
the Kinlochleven Community 
Christmas Light Fund. Led by 
local brigade watch manager 
Brian Spence and group 
manager Pat McElhinney, the 
dynamic group has pulled 
in more than £2,500 since it 
was set up in March. Every 

liquid electronic displays - a 
mammoth task involving around 
1,500 unpaid hours given up by 
local volunteers.

Mr McElhinney told The Oban 
Times: ‘We used 8,000 cables 
ties and 1,000 feet of rope lights  

Christmas raffle
ARISAIG Community Trust 

today (Thursday) in the Arisaig 
Land, Sea and Islands Centre 
during its ‘Christmas Cheer’ 

UPPER Achintore Regeneration 
Group (UARG) in Fort William 
is celebrating after winning three 

Highland Council community 
awards. 

Fourth year Lochaber High 
School pupil Connor Macdonald, 
from Ross Place, was honoured 
in the ‘young person making 
a contribution to improve his 
community’ category. 

Connor, 15, worked to design 
and produce an eight-page 
A5 newsletter for distribution 

households.
In his own time and without 

payment, Connor used his IT 
skills and artistic ability to 
assemble articles, photographs 
and illustrations for the 
newsletter on behalf of UARG.

of Angus Crescent, also received 

person making a difference to 
her community’ category for 
her tireless work to revitalise 
the 40-year old housing estate’s 
environment.

Finally, UARG was recognised 
in the ‘improving your 
community’ group category.

Achievements so far include an 
£11,000 public amenity area, 12 
planter barrels and a Christmas 
tree and lights.

Litter picks, a new bus shelter - 
with two more planned - footpath 
repairs, two more dog waste bins 
and effective liaison with police 
and community wardens are just 
some of the other successes.

said: ‘The group has many 
more projects planned and feels 
it is making a difference to the 
community.’

Arisaig drier 
than average                     
in November
ARISAIG had a drier than 
average November according 
to records compiled by local 
amateur meteorologist Ranald 
Coyne.

The month saw a below aver-
age 148mms, bringing rainfall 
for the year to date to 1,245mms 
- also below average.

Average daily temperature 
from 4.2 ºC to 10.5ºC, lower 
than normal, with the coldest 
night measured at -2ºC and the 
mildest day at 12ºC.

Santa to visit 
Arduaine Gardens
SANTA will be dropping by 
Arduaine Gardens next week 
to hear what’s on Christmas 
shopping lists in Oban.

Welcoming local children to 
visit him among the evergreen 
plants of the garden, Father 
Christmas will be accepting 
letters, chatting about the 
festive season and delivering a 
few laughs along the way.

Santa will be at Arduaine 
Gardens on December 14 and 
15 between noon and 4pm each 
day. 

A £3,000 donation to Oban’s Atlantis Leisure saw 
youngsters slipping and sliding last Friday night – on 

with money donated by MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust 
from the takings of the Community Charity Shop.

Graham MacQueen, of MacQueen Bros Charitable 

children and Atlantis Leisure is such a great community 
enterprise it is something the Community Charity Shop 
wishes to support.

‘The kids have a ball and it is good to see them off the 
street and in here enjoying themselves. 

‘We are really fortunate to have such a dedicated team 
of volunteers and most have been in the shop for many 
years.’

Ben Pollock, from Atlantis, added: ‘The kids are 

well. We’re really grateful for the donation.
‘There are more than 100 kids here tonight for 

Freestyle Friday – that’s what we have been averaging 
since August. It’s going really well.’

Youngsters try out the new inflatable as shop volunteers Glynis Dewar, Anne Garvin 
and Chrissie Grant look on. 16_t49inflatable01

Pat and Ivor Millen, who celebrated their golden wedding anniversary with a dinner at the Roman 
Camp Hotel, Callander, on Saturday. 

OBAN Lorne Rugby Club is 
hoping a new nursery could help 
it develop the next generation 
of players - by creating a new 

teams.
An application has been lodged 

with Argyll and Bute Council to 
allow its Glencruitten clubhouse 
to be used as a nursery during 
the day, catering for up to 24 
children.

Set to be called the Little 
Bay Nursery and welcoming 

the development won’t interfere 
with the clubhouse’s main use 
- but will be key to its ongoing 
development.

Club president Dee Bradbury 
joked that it might see the 
creation of their youngest team 
yet - but admits there will be a 
few small rugby balls for the 
kids to play with.

She said: ‘We start them young 

here! I’m sure though there 
might be some interest in the 
rugby side of things. We had 
the Care Inspectorate look at the 
Clubhouse and they’re delighted 
with it. We’ve got the parking, 
it’s not on the main road and 
we’ve got lots of grass for the 
kids to run around on. We’re 
just waiting on the planning 
permission now.’

The idea of setting up a nursery 

the club was considering how 
to make itself more resilient 

ventures.
She said: ‘We are a registered 

charity and we do run a lot of 
successful teams, but there is 

doing that. You’re £100 before 
you’ve started for a bus for away 
games.

‘We always struggle 

gives us some assistance and we 
get some sponsorship with teams 
and strips, but in straitened times 
there’s fewer people wanting to 
sponsor. 

‘We thought that, because the 
premises are empty during the 
day it would be a good way to 
use it.  Other rugby clubs have 
done it in the past and it appears 
to have worked well.  

‘Obviously, there will be the 
additional cost of heating and 
lighting but it will give us secure 

rugby more, which is what we 
want to do.

‘We have had a lot of success 
and we want more - we want to 
get the youth teams out there and 
we hope the nursery will help us 
get there.’

It is thought the nursery will 
open early next year if planning 
permission is granted.

Oban rugby 
club tackles 
new nursery 

Kinlochleven’s new Christmas lights are bringing festive cheer. 

Alan praised the efforts of the volunteers who worked tirelessly 
for years to see the Birks Cinema renovated and re-opened at the 

venue’s official opening on Saturday. 

General manager Paul Foley 
said: ‘We are very grateful to 
Alan Cumming for his support 
and delighted that he has been 
able to make the trip over to 
Scotland to formally pronounce 
us open.’

The opening marks what has 

cinema, which is proving an 
inspiration for similar commu-
nity ventures across Scotland. 
Volunteers from the Montrose 
Playhouse Project visited Aber-
feldy the previous weekend to 

brought back as a vibrant asset 
to the community.

The cinema has also been 
shortlisted in the Town Centre 
Regeneration awards, where 
it will go up against Campbel-
town’s CHORD Town Centre 
regeneration and the Stromness 
Townscape Heritage Initiative at 

- and each took several hours 

community has galvanized and 
played a massive part in ensuring 
this project succeeded. This was 
truly a community project, with 
volunteer help all the way. I 
would like everyone in Lochaber 

the village to enjoy the fantastic 
new lights in our idyllic village 
surroundings.’

He added: ‘Every penny 
donated has purchased items 
for the Christmas lights. It 
is important that we thank 
everyone who was involved, 
as without their direct support 
and help this would not have 
happened.’

Kinlochleven Community 

the lights campaign.

Remarkable campaign lights up Kinlochleven

Group
celebrates
awards
success

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

ONE OF Oban’s central pubs is set to 
be gutted and turned into a bistro bar.

The Columba Hotel has submitted 
plans to drastically renovate the 
Harbour Inn, including removing the 
existing external wall and replacing 
it with a new front with large glass 
windows.

One of the entry doors to the pub is set 

be removed, while inside the pub will 
be transformed, with the bar moving to 
the north wall from the west wall.

That will open up the bulk of the bar, 
allowing tables and booth seating to be 
installed. 

A stage at the front of the bar will 
be retained, while the entrances to the 
toilets will be opened up.  

The Grade-B listed building will also 

fascia, while the new storm doors will 
be glazed.

SGE Hotels, which owns the bar, was 
not available for comment at the time 
of going to press.  

A decision on the planning application 
isn’t expected until the new year.

City firm wins  
path contract
A £25,000 contract for a 
feasibility study to develop 
a ‘multi-use’ path between 
Connel and Tyndrum has been 

Everard.
Eight companies bid for 

the job, which will look at an 
outline path route, although no 
design work will be done.  

The distance of the proposed 
path will be approximately 31 
miles, with the path joining 
the SusTrans Fort William to 
Oban route at Connel and the 
West Highland Way via the 
Crianlarich to Tyndrum path. 

A MINING company intending 
to dig gold and silver out of the 
hills at Cononish is considering 
scaling back the project as it 
struggles to attract investment.

At its AGM in Australia last 
week, the company admitted 
access to start up funding of 

in no small part to the dramatic 
drop in the price of gold from 

Dollars) per ounce to $1,300 
over the past 12 months.

still achievable on the current 
prices, there remains little mar-
gin against further possible gold 
price weakness.

Two options are available for 
the company, one is to simply 
target the higher grade areas of 

the Cononish Hills, with studies 
indicating there are pockets of 
particularly high grade gold and 
silver deposits, while the other 
involves identifying possible 
contract treatment opportuni-
ties. Both options will require 
permission from Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park, 
however.

-

ley has further admitted there is a 
risk the mine could not go ahead. 
Not only does the company have 
to pay back a £1.5million loan, 

put the mine into production.
Meanwhile the company has 

agreed a rights issue that will 
-

pany as it continues to try and 
secure investors.

Couple’s golden wedding cheer

Newsdesks 
01631 568000
01397 703003

Plan to transform Oban pub

Fleet of ‘Lejog’ classic cars return to Argyll

Hollywood star returns home to open cinema

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust splashes in 

Company considers scaling back gold mine plan
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Down Your Way

GLENELG folk will while 
away a winter evening at the 
weekly quiz in the Glenelg Inn 
tonight (Thursday) at 8pm.

INVERGARRY Christmas 
Fair will be held in Glengarry 
Community Hall on Saturday, 
with all proceeds going to the 
Archie Foundation.

The event from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm will feature local 
entertainment, local crafts and 
produce, a children’s craft area 

MORAR Community Council held 
its November meeting in Lady Lovat 
Primary School.

Abridged minutes:
PC Shepherd - MCC is being encour-

aged to put an emergency plan and an 
emergency team in place to deal with 
scenarios such as transport links being 
blocked to Morar’s remote location. 

The CC is seeking individuals from 
the community to come forward as 
a contact person for the team. The 
volunteer would be in charge of liaising 
with the emergency services and would 
ensure the servicing runs smoothly. 
For more information and/or to express 
interest please contact chairman Bill 
Cornelius. 

PC Shepherd informed that in case of 
failure in 999 telephone system 24 hour 

police-cover will be provided locally. 
Bill Cornelius raised a question 

regarding the opening times of the 
Mallaig Police Station. This is still 
undecided.  

Correspondence - a letter from the 
War Memorial Trust raised a discus-
sion regarding the deterioration of the 
Mallaig and Morar memorial. 

The CC is looking for volunteers 
who would like to help preserve the 
landmark. Anyone interested in help-
ing please contact Bill Cornelius. 

Mallaig CC’s concerns regarding BID 
and funding possibly not reaching the 
west coast raised a discussion, as did 
concerns about the small percentage of 
‘yes’ votes required for it to go ahead. 
No conclusion was reached as the view 
of Morar businesses is not known. 

Arisaig Community Council Minutes 
and Medical Practice – Councillor 
Allan Henderson explained that the 
lack of doctors applying for posts in 
rural practices was the main concern. 
He said NHS was very supportive and 
trying its best to resolve this problem.  

A letter from Tracy Ligema, NHS 
Area Manager - West said a phased 
approach is being considered towards 
the implementation of above proposal

The NHS has collated feedback from 
doctors who expressed an interest but 
didn’t follow through with their ap-
plications. 

Barriers mentioned were out of hours 
commitment, housing and partner em-
ployment. They are to keep members 
informed and may arrange a visit to 
the CC.  

THE SKYE, Raasay and 
Lochalsh Yes campaign will 
hold a public meeting in Portree 
tonight (Thursday).

The event follows the launch 
of the Scottish Government’s 
White Paper on independence 
last week.

A short presentation from 
speaker Ian Blackford from 
Glendale will be followed by 
a question and answer session. 
Everyone is welcome to the 
meeting in Aros at 7.30pm.

Mr Blackford and Gavin 
Scott Moncreiff will address 

Columba 1400 on Monday, also 
at 7.30pm.

COMUNN Eachdraidh Shlèite 
(Sleat Local History Society) 
will hold the third event in 
its winter programme at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig next Friday, 
December 13.

‘Education in Sleat’ will 
look at schools in the parish 
in the anniversary year for the 
Sabhal Mòr and Bun Sgoile 
Shlèite. The evening, which 
begins at 7.30pm will feature an 
exhibition and short talk.

THE NOVEMBER meeting of Morar Women’s 
Rural Institute heard from Tom McClean about his 
adventures rowing and sailing to the uninhabited 
island Rockall.

Meanwhile, Isobel Morton won the competition 

second, Pauline Elwell third and Heather Simpson 
fourth. Nicky Parish won the Guy Fawkes dress up, 
with Heather Simpson second, Isobel Morton third 
and Pauline Elwell fourth.

A NEW community choir on 
the Isle of Islay will help to 
bring in the festive cheer on 
the island with a Christmas 
sing-along concert this Sunday.

The Islay Singers, formed 
in September 2013 under the 
auspices of the island’s very 
own Gareth Malone, high 
school music teacher Craig 
Weatherhogg.

The choir, open to anyone who 
likes to sing, has been working 
on four pieces of music from 
broadly classical to popular and 
Gospel. 

The concert will comprise a 
Christmas sing-a-long for both 
audience and choir as well as 
the debut of the choir’s four 
pieces. It is hoped that as well as 
being a lovely start to the festive 
season for all concerned, others 
may be tempted to  join the 
Islay Singers in the New Year.

The ‘informal’ Christmas 
concert will take place in the 
high school’s assembly hall.

A FIVE star Winter 
Wonderland Christmas Fayre 
will be at Cameron House this 
evening (Thursday).

The event will feature festive 
music, carol singers and a 
Christmas market with the best 
Scotland has to offer in food, 
drink and gifts.

There will also be a special 
children’s Christmas craft 
corner so youngsters can create 
special crafts as the adults do 
Christmas shopping. 

The fayre is on from 6pm to 
9pm.

THERE was an excellent 
turnout of members old and new 
at the November meeting of 
Killin SWRI.  

The guest speaker was 
Fiona Grant who gave a very 
interesting talk on the coffee 
business she and her husband 
have set up in Gen Lyon, Bridge 
of Balgie.  

The company sources coffee 
from various parts of the world 
and is very happy for people 
to come along and visit the 
processing plant, however, 
within a very short time it is 
expanding the business to Ab-
erfeldy but will retain the site at 
Glen Lyon.  

The competition winners 
were: Two Coffee Cup Cakes, 1
Margaret Galloway, 2 Elizabeth 
Woods, 3 Jenny Huntley.  
Coffee Cup and Saucer:  1 Sue 
Hughes, 2 May Graham, 3 
Margaret Galloway.  

The next meeting will be on 
Thursday December 5 when 
Kirsty King will talk about 
garden design and the competi-
tions are two mincemeat pies 
and a Christmas bauble.

ARDNAMURCHAN High is now a Heart Start 
school after pupils learned how to potentially save 
lives in emergency situations.

Scottish Ambulance Service CPR trainer Eilidh 
MacKenzie came in to train deputy head Simon 
Patterson, PT Support Elaine MacArthur and 
two willing sixth year pupils, Keri Gillespie and 
Michelle Wright. The new trainers are now work-

ing with S2 pupils during PSE lessons to teach 

dummies and British Heart Foundation (BHF) 
resources, techniques being taught include the 
recovery position, CPR, dealing with bleeding, 
choking, heart attack and other medical emergen-
cies. Heart Start is a BHF-sponsored programme 
which aims to teach pupils emergency life skills.

Training up for Heart Start: Ardnamurchan High School pupils are learning lifesaving techniques. 

ISLAY

SLEAT

MORAR

Pupils learn heart start lifesaving skills

GLENELG

LOCH LOMOND

Morar Community Council November meeting 

INVERGARRY

Appin and Duror

STAFF from Tyndrum’s Real 
Food Café recently travelled 
to Peterhead Fish Market as 

National Fish and Chip Awards.
Shortlisted for the Best 

Independent Foodservice 
Operator award and Young 
Fish Frier award, thanks to 
Colin McGeoch, the business 

three categories in visiting the 

what life is like further up the 
production line.

see each of the key sites within 
the chain. After meeting a 
number of the industry’s key 

chippy of their own, visiting the 
Palace Hotel in Peterhead.

Stuart Gibson, manager of the 
Real Food Café, said: ‘The trip 
was really worthwhile and a 
great opportunity for us to meet 
more people from the industry as 
well as learn about the primary 
production and what goes in to 
the whole process.

‘Seafood Scotland and The 

PORTREE

KILLIN

Real Food Café manager Stuart Gibson, back left, and fish frying 
finalist, Colin McGeoch front, second from right, join the competi-

tion’s finalists at Peterhead Fish Market ahead of January’s final.  

TYNDRUM

KILCHOAN residents are 
used to seeing all sorts of craft 
plying the waters of the Sound 
of Mull - but got something of a 
surprise recently when Danish 
Navy frigate F363 Niels Juel, 
below, came down the sound 
just before half-past eight.

The vessel is one of three 
frigates in the Iver Huitfeldt 
class built in the last 10 years. 
Photograph by Kilchoan Diary.

KILCHOAN

SPEAN Bridge native Ross 
MacGregor took his dad 
Alistair’s boxers Humphrey 
and Zippy up into the Lost 
Valley in Glencoe recently 
- and both dogs and man were 
overwhelmed by the eerieness 
of the place. 

The secret glen, also known 
by its true Gaelic name Coire 
Gabhail, was both a refuge for 
the local MacDonalds and a 
place to hide stolen cattle in 
times long past.

Ross, 33, who is now a 

Humphrey and Zippy take in the strange atmosphere in the Lost 
Valley. 

SPEAN BRIDGE

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. 
Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-opera-
tive! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think 
how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, 
owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s fifth 
biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, and is also 
one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further informa-
tion is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where 
readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. 
For example, if your child is in week one and gets the most 
votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from 
the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will be 
crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which 
round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every week 
from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, 
which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for your wee 
one every week after they appear gives them the best chance 
to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t count the 
votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. Readers will be able to vote by 
text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the 
weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 
1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You 
may also enter a child if you are a subscriber living outside 
this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon, see left, to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please 
make sure you write the name of the child, date of birth and 
a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should 
you wish your photo to be returned, please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your 
photo but please make a copy just in case. You can also enter 
online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban 
Times every week to see when your baby appears. The closing 
date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules 
and terms and conditions, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/bon-
niebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

£750
of shopping 

vouchers

up for grabs!

stockbroker in London, told 
The Oban Times: ‘It was pretty 
spooky up there the way the 
dogs just stopped and would not 
move.

‘The sat there for ages - maybe 
they saw something that I did 
not see.’

The dogs are well-known 
locally, having won the fox tail 
chase at Lochaber Agricultural 

National Fish and Chip Awards 
looked after us really well and I 
would recommend anyone who 
gets the chance to go on this trip 
to grab the fantastic opportunity 
with both hands.’

Fish fryer Colin added: ‘It was 

from the skippers of the boats 
and to hear about their opinions 
on sustainability. 

‘It was great to have a chance 
to look around one of the pelagic 
trawlers and get a feel for what it 
must be like to be at sea on one 
of these boats. 

‘The processing factories we 
were invited to visit were also 
absolutely fascinating. The set  

it was also interesting to see how 

we don’t normally use, are put to 
use.’

National Fish and Chip Awards 
on January 22.

Glencoe Primary School children enjoyed the recent Children in 
Need day with activities including a Pudsey treasure hunt, Pudsey 
skittles and covering Pudsey with spare change. The children also 

had a non-uniform day and an alternative tuck shop. 

Charity fun at Glencoe primary

AFTER undergoing a rigorous 
inspection by Education 
Scotland, Kilchattan Primary 
School on the Isle of Colonsay 

colours.
The school was judged to be 

doing well against seven out 
of the eight main criteria, such 
as ‘Learners’ Experiences’, 
‘Improvements in Performance’ 
and ‘Meeting Learning Needs’.

Against ‘Improvement 
through self-evaluation’, 
performance was judged to be 
satisfactory.

In the last year, new people 
have started in every post at the 
school, from head teacher to 
janitor. Against this back-
ground, the results achieved 
appear even more impressive.

Responding to the inspection 
report, Pauline Leppard, 
chairwoman of the parent 
council, said: ‘The inspection 

went fantastically well and it 
showed us that the school is up 
to scratch. 

‘I’m very happy with the 
outcome, which shows that 
the school is going in the right 
direction.’

Head Teacher Gillian Mac-
Kenzie, who took up the post in 
September 2012, said: ‘Overall 
the inspection was a positive 
experience - the lead inspector, 
Isabel Robb, recognised that we 
are a relatively new team and 
conducted the inspection in a 
genuinely supportive manner.

‘I feel that we are now in a 
strong position to continue to 
improve the school in line with 
the Curriculum for Excellence 
and for the children to develop 
a knowledge of themselves as 
learners.’

Staff and pupils at Kilchattan Primary School celebrate a glowing 
school inspection result. 

COLONSAY

PUPILS and teachers from 
Arinagour Primary School 
marked International Education 
Week by visiting the Project 
Trust.

Taking part in a Global 
Citizenship workshop, the 
pupils took part in a range of 
sessions and activities when 
they visited the gap-year char-
ity last week, giving them the 
chance to learn about different 
countries and languages, as 
well as speak to Project Trust 
returned volunteers about their 
experiences overseas.

P1-4 pupils enjoyed interac-
tive sessions, learning about 
the culture, language and 
geography of South Africa and 
Guyana. 

The sessions were run by 
Project Trust staff members, 
who had previously volunteered 
in the countries. 

hour working in small groups, 
researching the work Project 
Trust volunteers do whilst 
overseas. 

The pupils interviewed Project 
Trust returned volunteers in the 

a video made by a returned 
volunteer and read a letter from 
a returned volunteer. 

The pupils then had a 
workshop on presentation 
skills, before delivering group 
presentations on what they had 
learned about volunteering with 
Project Trust. 

Arinagour Primary School 
teacher Sarah McCann said: 
‘The morning was interesting, 
challenging, entertaining and 
fun. Several children would 
like to visit the countries they 
learned about and some are 
already expressing an interest in 
volunteering with Project Trust. 
We’d like to say ‘thank you 
very much’ to Project Trust for 
inviting us.’

Heloise Allan, education 

Trust, said: ‘Everyone at Project 
Trust loved hosting the primary 

COLL
school for the global citizenship 
workshop. The children are 
fantastic ambassadors of both 
the school and Coll – their 
behaviour and engagement 
with everything we did was 
outstanding.’

A NEW state-of-the-art 
collections centre at Highland 
Folk Museum in Newtonmore 

over.
‘Am Fasgadh’, meaning shelter 

in English, was the name given 
to the original Folk Museum 
established by Dr I.F. Grant.  

The building cost £3.7 million 
and will house more than 
10,000 artefacts collected since 
1935, representing facets of 
Highland life from the 1600s to 
the 1950s. It will be home to a 
research library, a conservation 

for seminars, training courses, 
meetings and education visits. 

Plans are being put in place to 
offer public tours on a regular 
basis once the building is 

Linda Kirkland, chairwoman 
of the High Life Highland 
board of directors, said: ‘I 
am delighted that this new 
building is now complete and 

cultural landscape of Strathspey 
and Badenoch, the wider 
Highlands and, in due course, of 
Scotland.’

Councillor Alasdair Christie, 
chairman of Highland Council’s 
adult and children’s services 
committee, said the Highland 
Folk Museum was ‘an excellent 
example’ of maximising the 
Highlands’ tourism potential 
while promoting its unique 
identity and heritage.

Am Fasgadh is dressed 
with larch to complement 
the surrounding woods and 
indigenous Highland trees, 
while the design references 
traditional agricultural 
buildings.

NEWTONMORE

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

LUING
A HOLLY tea held at Luing 
Primary School last Thursday 
raised more than £900 in 
the space of an hour for an 
upcoming school trip.

Crafts handmade by the pupils 
including bunting, Christmas 
ornaments, slate dominos, 
baubles and cards, were sold 
along with home baking which 
was donated by island residents. 

Stephen Glen Lee, head 
teacher of both Luing and 
Easdale primary schools, called 
it ‘an incredible success’, with 
150 people attending. 

The trip, a day out for pupils 
of both schools with Stramash 
Outdoor Centre, is paid for by 
fundraising.

THE ANNUAL Duror Primary School nativity play will take 
place in the community hall on Wednesday December 11.

Entitled A Midwife’s Crisis, the play will start at 7pm.

THE NOVEMBER meeting of 
Appin SWRI was held in Port 
Appin Hall, when President 
Linda MacLeod welcomed 
speaker for the evening, local 
artist, Midge Gourlay. 

Midge is a member of Edge, 
the Scottish textile art group, 
and works to commission and 
for exhibition. 

She specialises in embroi-
dered and woven textiles and 
members were delighted with 
images of some of her beauti-
ful pieces, many of which 
were inspired by landscapes 
in the west of Scotland and the 
south of France. 

Midge also showed the work 
of the ‘Appin Stitchers’, who 

Strath of Appin Primary School pupils with a laptop displaying 
the Kodu programme. 15_t49appin01

WHIZZ-kids at Strath of Appin Primary School have been 
designing a computer game with the help of the local authority’s 
IT staff.

Gary Clark from Argyll and Bute Council’s learning technol-
ogy team brought a visual programme called Kodu to the school 
to help the children develop their own computer game.

Children from Barcaldine Primary School joined their North 
Lorn neighbours for the technology lesson last Friday. The 
lesson helped prepare pupils for working with technology in 
their future careers and exercised their problem solving and 
logic skills.

PUPILS at Strath of Appin 
Primary School will serve 
up a winter warmer next 
Thursday when they let people 
within the community taste 
their homemade soup.

The school’s three clans will 
make three types of soup for 
invited guests, as part of their 
Healthy Living topic.

The pupils were inspired 

by a recent visit by chef Alex 
Needham who used ingredients 
donated by Breckenridge to 
show the children how to make 
a hearty soup.

Clan Linnhe will make 
minestrone soup, Clan Creran 
will make tomato, carrot and 
basil soup and Clan Laich 
will make creamy carrot and 
coriander.

completed a World War I 
panel for The Great Tapestry 
of Scotland. 

It was a most enjoy-
able evening and Midge was 
warmly thanked by Pat Wyeth 
Webb.

Competition results 

- Myra MacDougall; silver 
- Ella Gunn; red - Carina 
Sinclair, Debbie Dunlop 
and Chrissie Malone; blue 
- Ellen MacCorquodale; green 
- Barbara Carmichael and 
Jessie MacKenzie.

Amusing draught 
excluder: Gold - Brenda 
MacLeod; silver - Barbara 
Carmichael.

Next week Down Your Way visits 
Tyndrum and Crianlarich with reporter 

Steven Flanagan. Contact Steven on 
01631 568000 or email                               

 sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk
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INTRODUCING A NEW OIL
SERVICE INTO NORTH ARGYLL
(Ardfern, Croabh Haven, Kilmelford, Kilninver, 

Easdale, Oban, Dunbeg, Connel, Taynuilt, Loch 
Awe, Dalmally, Inveraray)

Delivery will be - minimum - twice weekly
- Tuesday and Friday

HEATING OIL, DOMESTIC FUEL, 
COOKER OIL, MARINE/

TRACTOR DIESEL AND ROAD DIESEL

Competitive and Fair rates - ALL YEAR ROUND

Minimum Order Quantity ONLY 500 Litres

Domestic & Commercial Welcome

Part of the Local Community since 1903

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Don’t be stuck 
this Christmas

ORDER
NOW

DEC
EM

BER 2013

THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 

BITE BACK
WHY I HATE
COUNTRYFILE   

FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE

PETER MCRABBIT: 

BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 

OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

31/10/2013   10:59:24

DECEMBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Christmas fare

OFC-OBC_SFWS.indd   1

FREE INSIDE
Festive

Food & Drink 
supplement

Claire Macdonald’s Christmas recipes
Dunblane Dreaming - Judy Murray on 
why her home town is special
Jack Vettriano: Our 
greatest living artist?
From Peebles to the 
Whitehouse

Xmas Gift ideas

32pages

OT

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Let us spoil you!
LOCH MELFORT HOTEL

01852 200 233
Visit us on  www.lochmelfort.co.uk

SPECTACULAR CHRISTMAS LUNCH

WINNER
Scottish
Hoteliers

of the Year 
2013

MEMBERS of the Oban 
Faculty of Solicitors 
marked the group’s 125th 
anniversary with a lunch at 
the Manor House Hotel.

anniversary celebration 

since the 100th in 1988, 
when only three women 
were in attendance. 

Women
This year nearly half of 

those at the lunch, which 
included sheriff clerk 

staff and paralegals, were 
women.

Solicitor Kath McMahon, 
who will become the 

after the AGM in January, 
said: ‘There has been a lot 

of change since the 100th 
anniversary. 

‘I saw three women in 
the photograph taken at 
the 100th anniversary and 
there are a lot more than 
that today.’

Oban Faculty marks 125th anniversary
Members of the Oban Faculty of Solicitors attended an anniversary lunch in the Manor House. 15_t49faculty01

BASKING Shark Scotland, 
which runs out of Oban, has 
been listed by Lonely Planet 
as the best eco-friendly 
shark diving experience in 
the world.

Run by marine biologist 
Shane Wasik, the company 
takes advantage of the west 
coast’s unrivalled habitat for 
basking sharks, the second 

whale sharks, with hundreds 
of the creatures gathering off 
the coast of Coll and Tiree in 
the summer.

The company could be set 
for a boom in divers next 
year after the listing in the 
Lonely Planet Traveller 
magazine, seen as one of 

the most - in the tourism 
market.

Taking account of those 
operators that best look after 
the fragile habitat sharks live 
in, Basking Shark Scotland 
beat rivals based in South 
Africa, the Galapagos, 
Belize and Fiji.

Shane said he was surprised 
by the accolade, which came 
‘like a bolt out of the blue’.

‘We’re pretty happy about 
it,’ he said. ‘That was just 

had quite a mix of people 
already; from America, 
Germany, Australia, New 
Zealand, Belgium, France 
- as well as England and 
Ireland. We have people 

Lonely Planet 
names basking 
shark tour as 
world’s best

ENERGETIC fundraisers 
for the new Scout and Guide 
hall in Tobermory have 
passed the half way mark on 
their 1,000km target.

A total of 580km has so far 
been covered in 10km runs, 
including some in Glasgow, 
Inverness and Aviemore 
- and even one in Florida.

Lynne MacLeod, a leader 
with Tobermory Guides, 
said: ‘We have raised £650 
with money still coming in.

‘A big thank you to all our 
runners who are still train-
ing in the cold mornings 
throughout the winter.

the spring starting from 
the hall and we hope that 
we will have lots of people 
joining us.’

The group’s next fund-
raiser is a Christmas fair 
tomorrow (Friday) from 
6pm until 8pm in the hall. 

There will be lots of local 
crafts and produce along 
with music from the Mull 
Young Musicans and free 
mince pies and mulled 
wine. 

A total of £100,000 is 
needed to build the new hall, 
which will be named Lord 
and Lady Baden Powell 
Centenary Hall.

Runners pass halfway 
in 1,000km fundraiser

PEOPLE with health condi-
tions in the Highlands are 

vaccination - with fewer 
than half of vulnerable peo-
ple failing to have their shot 
this year. 

Scotland’s Chief Medical 

-
cination uptake since the 
campaign started on October 

number of people have yet to 
be vaccinated in the High-
lands NHS area, including: 
51 per cent of people under 
65 with health problems such 
as asthma and diabetes, 62 
per cent of pregnant women, 
61 per cent of two and three 
year olds.

is important for individuals 
with conditions such as 
asthma, diabetes, cystic 

and liver problems, as well 
as those suffering from 
lowered immunity. Pregnant 
women are also urged 
to get vaccinated. These 
groups can be hit harder 

serious complications, even 

healthy.
Sir Harry said: ‘Flu strikes 

suddenly and it’s important 
to be prepared. If you 
have a long-term medical 
condition, the best way to 
protect yourself is to get the 
vaccine. It is not too late for 
those who have not received 

out more information about 

Inform on 0800 22 44 88 or 
log on towww.immunisa-
tionscotland.org.uk.

Flu vaccine 
plea to 
vulnerable
patients

-
lands and Islands consumers paying 
over the odds for delivery of goods 
bought online.

Retailers and carriers have come 

deliveries to rural areas already disad-

vantaged by high living costs.    
But now new guidelines have been 

issued to reinforce the message that 
delivery pricing policies should not 
discriminate against customers living 
in remote locations.

However, the guidelines, launched 

by enterprise minister Fergus Ewing 
In Inverness on Friday, have no legal 
force and are purely voluntary.

The move follows the creation of 

with Scottish Government watchdog 
Consumer Futures earlier this year.

Ewing delivers promising news for rural customers

NEWSDESK
Oban 01631 568000 

Fort William 01397 703003

A MALLAIG man has claimed 
he was the victim of a vicious 
early morning assault in the 

a broken jaw and bruised ribs. 
Gregor MacIntyre said he was 

hospitalised after being attacked 

drinking in the nearby Clachan 
Inn with family and friends.

Sean Robertson all laid into him, 
he told Fort William Sheriff 
Court.

‘Two of the boys grabbed me 
and pulled me to the ground and 
started kicking me repeatedly,’ 
he said.

‘I was lying on my back with 
my arms up to protect my face. 
I kept telling them ‘get off me’. 
My brother [Ewan] came in and 
pulled them off me.’

Mr MacIntyre denied any 
‘interaction’ with the accused in 
the pub beforehand.

‘The only time I seen them 
was when I went to the bar for a 
drink,’ he said.

But under cross-examination 
from Gerry Sweeney, defending 

‘go outside’ so he could ‘have a 
quiet word’ with him after a row 

THERE were mixed feelings 
in Roy Bridge on Tuesday 

opened following the retiral of 
sub-postmaster Chris Bond last 
month.

The branch, housed in Roy 
Bridge Village Hall, had been 
closed for around a week and 
is now being run as an outreach 
service by Sandy and Manjit 

PARENTS, pupils and staff at Banavie 
Primary School enjoyed an afternoon of 
music, songs, poems and dance to celebrate 

And the ceilidh in the school hall 

went down a storm thanks to a varied 
programme of entertainment organised by 
P4/5 enterprise group 2013. Tasks included 
going round all classes to ask them to do a 
‘turn’, asking the lunch ladies to prepare 

traditional Scottish fare, learning Gaelic and 
presenting a St Andrew’s assembly. Among 
the songs performed were ‘Ye Canne Shove 
Yer Grannie Aff a Bus’, The Skye Boat Song 
and ‘My Maw’s a Millionaire’.

over a spilt drink. That earned 
him a reprimand from Sheriff 
Noel McPartlin, who stopped 
proceedings to warn him: ‘I 
could charge you with contempt 

sentenced to jail.’
Mr Sweeney then challenged 

everyone here to believe that? 
You wanted to hit him didn’t 
you? You wanted to thump him. 
You thought you could take him 
outside where nobody could 
see you and take advantage of a 
drunk man.’

‘What does that have to do with 
it? It’s got nothing to do with the 
case,’ said Mr MacIntyre, who 
became agitated. 

‘Answer the question,’ Mr 
Sweeney said. 

‘I’m not answering it, I’m not 
answering any more of your 
questions,’ said the witness, who 
was now reduced to tears.

The sheriff warned the witness: 
‘You brought this case to us. It 
is not your decision what can 
or can’t be asked. If a question 
is not allowed, I’ll make that 
decision.’ 

Earlier in the proceedings, Mr 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON

MacIntyre told how his father 
Hugh was assaulted down the 
hill at East Bay shortly after the 

He said: ‘Sammy Sean hit my 

Samuel Sean Robertson, 20, 
of 11 Gordon Brown Place, 

Fionn Fraoch, Fank Brae, deny 
assaulting Gregor MacIntyre by 
repeatedly kicking him on the 
head and body, all to his severe 
injury, on September 9 last year. 

Robertson also denies 
assaulting Mr MacIntyre by 
pushing him on the body and 
tripping him up.

He further denies punching 
Gregor’s father Hugh MacIntyre 
repeatedly on the head at East 
Bay, Mallaig. 

He has lodged a special plea of 
self defence that Mr MacIntyre 
assaulted him.

Blaven View, denies assaulting 
Gregor’s brother Ewan 
MacIntyre by punching him on 
the head.

A fourth man, Fort William 
footballer and Oban butcher 
Sean Grant, 23, earlier admitted 
punching Gregor MacIntyre, his 
cousin, on the head at East Bay.

The case was continued to 
February 7. Sentence was 
deferred on Grant until then.

Banavie St Andrew’s Day Ceilidh stars: from left, Lewis Sangster, Jamie MacDonald, Max Kelly, Ryan MacLeod, Caitlin MacGillivray, Ben 
MacDonald and Roslyn Campbell. 20_f49ban01

Sheriff court 
hears Mallaig 
assault claims
Man claims ‘boys grabbed me’

Paterson of Inverlochy Post 

The outlet, which under Mr 

a week from 9am to 12pm, will 
now open for just two hours, from 
2pm to 4pm every Tuesday.

Local resident Mhairi Ross 
welcomed the re-opening - but 
warned the curtailed times could 
pose problems. 

She told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
disappointing it’s open for such a 
short space of time. 

‘It is very restrictive for folk. 
One afternoon a week is hardly 
very handy, especially for 
collecting parcels.’ 

Services

range of services would be 
available with the addition of 

Change facilities.

the longer term and establishing 
this hosted service presents the 
best possible solution as it will 
allow us to restore access to 

Bridge area.’

Climber boosts 
Glencoe rescue 
team funds 
GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team (GMRT) has received 
another funding boost 
following the theft of expensive 
equipment last month.

Fife climbing enthusiast 
Steve Miller hopes to raise 
£1,000 from sales of calendars 
featuring his Border collie 
Blaze in Glencoe’s mountains.

GMRT member Linda 
MacEwan said: ‘It’s the public 
donations and funds raised by 
amazing people like Steve that 
ensures we have enough to 
allow us to continue to provide 
this vital service.’ 

 See new Glencoe team base 
planned, page 3.

FORT WILLIAM-based 
Music Shed Community Choir 
will lead a carol service at St 
Andrews Church Hall in the 
town next Tuesday at 6.30pm to 

CROFTERS are being warned 
to be on their guard against 
paying out unnecessary fees 
to ‘professional advisors’ 
offering assistance with croft 
registration.

Scottish Crofting Federation 
(SCF) members have reported 

claiming registration is now a 
compulsory legal requirement 
after the voluntary period 

The concert follows a 
performance of Christmas 
carols at Kilmonivaig Church in 
Spean Bridge on Tuesday night 
proceeds from which will go to 
Lochaber Food Bank.

ended on November 30. But 

stressed lodging mapped croft 
boundaries with the Crofting 
Commission remained voluntary 
- unless changes of use were 
planned. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘We thought we should 
put out a warning that there is 
no need to employ professionals. 
Companies touting for business, 
who imply that their services 

are urgently needed, are being 
disingenuous. Only if you apply 
to the Crofting Commission to 
do anything - to assign, develop 
your croft or decroft for a house 
site for example, do you need to 
provide a statement showing the 
boundaries of your croft.

‘Only if you make such an 
application does it becomes a 
‘trigger event’ for compulsory 
registration - yet we are 

informed people are being told 

must have a map drawn and 
submitted.’

He added: ‘We are very much 
aware the cost of registration is 
falling on tenants and occupiers 
rather than on estate landlords.

‘We have been speaking to 
the Registers of Scotland and if 
crofters contact them, for a small 
fee they will be sent a portion of 

an OS map on which the can 
draw their croft boundaries.’

Mr Flyn said ‘in most cases’ 
crofters can mark their own 
boundaries on a map supplied by 
RoS and there was no necessity 
to employ anyone to do this. 

‘Problems can be avoided 
by crofters talking to their 
neighbours and preferably 
drawing maps as a community,’ 
he said.

Lochaber nurse 
takes the helm of 
patients group

A LOCHABER nurse has 
emerged as the co-ordinator 
for Patients First Scotland 
-   a group of medical personnel 
dedicated to highlighting risks 
to patient care and safety inside 
the NHS. 

Annie Norman, a staff nurse 
at Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, was at the Scottish 
Parliament last Wednesday to 
raise awareness of the group’s 
activities. 

Health Secretary Alex Neil, 
MSPs, representatives from the 
Royal College of Nursing, the 
British Medical Association 
and the General Medical 
Council also attended the event, 
co-hosted by Skye, Lochaber 

Thomson.
Ms Norman, from Spean 

Bridge, told The Oban Times:
‘Whilst this is a national 
campaign to support all those 
raising concerns about risks 
to patient care and safety it is 
something that is at the heart of 
all good patient care wherever 
you are nursing.’ 

Mr Thomson said: ‘This is 
a very special organisation 
which will help to deal with the 
problems of whistle-blowing 
and bullying in NHS Scotland.

‘Annie Norman is to be 
commended in coming to the 
fore to help develop Patients 
First in Scotland as it is not 
easy putting your head above 
the parapet to deal with such 
matters.’ 

The UK-wide Patients First 
campaign developed after the 
death of Baby P in 2007. 
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And a weekend in a wigwam!Two large whiskiesThree naan breads

Four tasty mealsFive spray tansSix scarves of tartan

Seven sirloins sizzlingEight drills a-drillingNine ladies painting

Ten chefs a-cookingEleven ceilidh dancers

the 12 days of Christmas

STEAK NIGHT AT THE
TAYNUILT HOTEL

Saturday 14th November 
Also there will be Live Music with Argyll Acoustic 

6pm- 9pm 
Choice of sirloin, pope’s eye 
and rib eye steaks with lots of 
lovely sauces to choose from 
also with a choice of sides. 
Also on offer we will have 
a mixed grill (pope’s eye, 
Cumberland sausage and 
chicken) which also comes 
with a choice of sauce and side 
options.

A la carte menu will also be 
available on the night. To book  please call 01866 822437

CRINAN HOTEL 
HIGHLAND HOGMANAY

30th December - 2nd January
Join us at Crinan Hotel

for a Three Day House Party
Good food (langoustines landed at our slipway), Ceilidh band, Fiddle band, 

and of course, a Piper. Champagne Reception!
Boat trip to blow away the old year and amazing Scottish scenery!

Non Residents - Lunches in Seafood Bar from 12.00 - 2.30pm
and 

Hogmanay Dinner in the Westward Restaurant, Champagne Reception,  
Ceilidh Band (dress a touch of tartan)

New Years Day Dinner in the Westward Restaurant, fiddle music by 
Archie McAllister (dress a touch more tartan)

Reservations: 01546 830 261
reservations@crinanhotel.com

www.crinanhotel.com

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love sent to me........
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WIN!
A Christmas hamper

£500!
worth Courtesy of Tesco, Oban. 

Collect token five today

The Oban Times is giving 
readers the chance to win a 
fantastic Christmas hamper 
worth a whopping £500! 

The hamper includes a Hudl, a 
Finest flower arrangement, a 
bottle of Finest champagne, a 
bottle of Finest wine, a Finest 
fresh turkey, Finest frozen roast 
potatoes/parsnips, a Finest 
frozen dessert, a Finest meal 
deal for 2 and a selection of 
Xmas Finest products.

To enter, simply send us your 
five tokens that we have 
printed in The Oban Times, 
answer this easy question, 
complete the entry form 
below and post it to 
The Oban Times, Tesco 
Hamper Comp, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
Entries must be received 
by Wednesday, December 
11, 2013.

TOKEN
FIVE

Including 
  a Hudl

QUESTION: Which famous Christmas reindeer had a red nose? 
a) Prancer b) Rudolph c) Dasher

ANSWER............................................................................................

Name.................................................................................................

Address.............................................................................................

Postcode......................................

Email .................................................................................................

Tel.................................................

The Oban Times would like to send you special offers and details of our forthcoming promotions. 
 If you would prefer not to receive information from us please tick here 

Remember to include 
all 5 of your tokens 

with your entry

OT

www.nts.org.uk/christmas

Meet Santa at Arduaine Garden 

M

EET SANTA

NTS EVENT

CHRISTMAS festivities started in style in 
Fort William on Saturday with The Rotary 
Club of Lochaber Christmas Festival in the 
Nevis Centre. 

The main event included a 74-stall designer 

busker’s corner and activity displays.
Santa’s sleigh with little elves, Fort William 

girls Charlize Barron from Inverlochy  and 

Margaret Cummings from Achintore Road, 
made their arrival at 11am.

Rotary president John Rosie said: ‘It 
was a very successful day and started the 
Christmas season in the best way.

Support
‘I would like to thank everyone for their 

support, including Ferguson Transport 
(Spean Bridge) Ltd, the main sponsor of 

the day, Highland Council for supporting 
the club throughout the event and Lochaber 
Housing Association for helping with costs.

He added: ‘The event attracted a large 
crowd and we hope to do the same next 
year.’

Well over £2,000 was raised on the day, 
all of which will be used to support local 
charities and worthwhile causes.

GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team was left shell-shocked 
when almost £12,000 of 
vital equipment was stolen last 
month.

But the cynical thefts prompted 
a re-think - and now a new 
extension to the team’s base in 
Glencoe village could be up and 
running by Easter.

The move will mean vehicles 
and vital kit will be housed in 
one building - only yards from 
Glencoe Police Station.

The extension will cost around 
£45,000 and GMRT is now in 
the process of trying to raise 
money by applying for funding 
from various bodies.

The team had been using a 
remote former ambulance depot 
next the old Glencoe Hospital for 
storage until the thefts.

Its location - in secluded 
woodland a mile away from base 
- allowed thieves to steal a quad 
bike, radios and other gear over 
two successive nights.

Meanwhile, donations - mostly 
from local people and businesses 

were presented with their awards 
in the pub at the foot of Ben Nevis 
on Friday.

The informal celebration at 
the Ben Nevis Inn concluded 
the Outdoor Capital of the 
UK’s inaugural Lochaber Ideas 
Week, which aimed to boost 
entrepreneurship and business in 
the area.

Overall winner of the 
competition - inspired by BBC’s 
Dragon’s Den - was ‘Fuze 
Ceremonies’, a humanist wedding 
planning company set up by 
Arisaig-based Ann Widdop.

£1,000 cash, £1,000 worth of 
website design and hosting 

from LamontDesign, Fort 
William Chamber of Commerce 
membership and business 
mentoring from Business Gateway.
Gourmet Guides, established 
by West Highland College UHI 
adventure tourism management 
student Kieran Laureston, earned 
£1,000 from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise. 

Cheese Weasels Cuisine, 
conceived by four Lochaber High 
School pupils as a novel approach 

Blog: An Appetite for Lochaber’ 
- set up by Fort William woman 
Morag Aitken to promote the area 
as more than just an ‘extreme’ 
sports destination - were also 
commended.

have poured in, team leader John 
Grieve told The Oban Times.

He said: ‘We have never had a 
lot of support from companies 
before apart from local busi-
nesses having charity boxes 
- most of our funding has come 
in from outside. But now we 
have proper money coming in, 
because it upset local people that 
somebody nicked vital equip-
ment. It has really struck a chord.
People have been coming up and 
saying ‘here’s £25’ - we must 
have taken in between £5,000 
and £6,000. That will just about 
cover the insurance shortfall for 
what we lost and we are already 
looking a getting a new quad 
bike.’

He added: ‘We are going ahead 
with a planning application to 
the council for a new extension 
to the building so we can have 
everything in the one area and 
not rely on a remote garage.

‘We could have these lodged 
within two weeks. We are look-
ing at a seven or eight week build 
and if everything goes alright we 
should have it ready for Easter.

‘The extension will have a 
garage that will take one of 
our four-wheel-drive vehicles 
and two quad bikes. It will also 

give us a lot of extra storage. It 
will make a lot of sense having 
everything under one roof.’

Highland Titles Charitable 
Trust for Scotland, which man-
ages woodland estates in Loch-
aber and Appin, gave £1,000 
towards the cash target.

Spokesperson Stewart Borland 
said: ‘I couldn’t believe it when I 
read the report of the robbery in 
The Oban Times – it’s like steal-
ing from a pensioner or a hospital 
– why would anybody do that? 
The vital work these guys carry 
out all year and in all weathers 
deserves not just our respect but 
our support and we’re happy to 
make this donation to them. I 
hope more follow suit.’

Santa’s little elves Margaret Cummings and Charlize Barron head off for the Nevis Centre with their boss. 

Mallaig
plan wins 
public
backing

John Grieve: heartened by 
support. 20_f49rescue01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Rescue team to 
expand base in 
wake of theft

Braving the Ben Nevis hill path after the presentation are: from left, Will Rowland (Outdoor 
Capital of the UK), Leslie Benfield ( Fort William Chamber of Commerce,), Kieran Laureston 
(Gourmet Guides), Liz Graham (LamontDesign), Morag Aitken (Mo’s Blog), Frazer Coupland 

(Outdoor Capital), Alice Cant (Cheese Weasels Cuisine), Alison Gainsford (HIE) and Jodie Fraser 
(Fuze Ceremonies). 20_f49ideas01

Santa helps spread Christmas festival cheer

head to the hills

MORE than 100 people packed 
into Mallaig High School on 
Monday night to voice support 
for Sir Cameron Mackintosh’s 
development plans for East Bay. 

The public meeting followed 
controversy over the theatre 
impresario’s proposal to 
demolish Mallaig’s old village 
hall and replace it with a 
crannog-style building.

If approved by Highland 
Council, it would feature toilets 
and showers for Mallaig marina, 
two residential units and a retail 
space with a food and drink 
sales area - including a hot food 
take away. 

Local food outlets fearing 
a loss of trade and residents 
worried about loss of car parking 
and sea views objected on the 
council website.

But that sparked a furious 
backlash on social media from 
people worried Sir Cameron 
would walk away.

And on a show of hands at the 
end of Monday’s meeting there 
appeared to be a unanimous 
backing for the £750,000 
scheme.

Charlie King, vice chairman of 
the Mallaig Harbour Authority 
said the turnout was ‘great’ for 
a place like Mallaig.

He told The Oban Times: ‘As a 
member of the Mallaig Harbour 
Authority we need development 
for the marina. It will also 
undoubtedly enhance the area as 
a whole.

‘The parking issue is a bit of a 
red herring as we believe there 
will only be two parking spaces 
lost, instead of the 10 or 15 that 
has been talked about.’

A surge of support for Sir 
Cameron, 66, on social media 
saw one campaign gather 700 

Administrators celebrated the 
outcome of the meeting posting: 
‘What a fantastic result and to 
end with a unanimous ‘in favour’ 
vote was brilliant.’

Last week, Sir Cameron’s 
spokesperson Andrew Aitchison 
sought to allay fears by stating 
‘a village bakery’ would occupy 
the hot food area and would not 
compete with local businesses.

The plan will be heard by 
Highland Council next year.

Fisherman saved from 
sinking boat in nick of time  
saved in the nick of time when 
his boat sank in Broadford bay 
on Tuesday afternoon.

Kyle lifeboat arrived at the 
scene minutes after the Laura 
K disappeared below the waves 

Iain MacKinnon’s vessel the 
Jamiain.

Lifeboat launch operations 
manager Ross McKerlich said: 
‘Iain went to his assistance and 
the lad literally stepped on to 

Iain’s boat just as his own sank 
beneath him. It was as close as 
that. It was good to see he was 
wearing a lifejacket.’

Mr MacKinnon said Mr 
Weldon had neither a survival 
suit nor life raft. He told The 
Oban Times: I was only a mile 
away and I gathered he was in 
trouble and when I got close I 
realised he was in big trouble. 
He was ready to go in the water 
- but he didn’t even get his feet 
wet and walked straight on to my 
boat. He is a very lucky chap.’
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It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
1 Irreligious (7)
5 Begin (5)
8 Leave-taking (9)
9 Nod, maybe on the pool table (3)
10 Reprogrammable chip (5)
12 Place for bales (7)
13 With which to create clothes using needle 

and thread (6,7)
15 Small canine breed (7)
17 Entrance (5)
19 Garland (3)
20 Two faced person (9)
22 Inflexible (5)
23 Scared (7)

Down
1 Privately owned film company (5)
2 Burst (3)
3 Crew member (7)
4 One from the Caribbean (5,8)
5 Down at heel (5)
6 Relating to a writer (9)
7 Where to watch acts (7)
11 Using again in an altered form (9)
13 One who stays... (7)
14 ...or moves up a hill (7)
16 Fix firmly (5)
18 Standing (5)
21 Also (3)

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by Duncan Beaton of Furnace and Houston, Renfrewshire, and features Furnace 
Primary School pupils on return from their summer holidays in August 1958. Duncan was ecouraged to contribute following the 

recent publication of a photo of Rockfield Primary School pupils from the 1930s. Duncan said: ‘Congratulations on this week’s 
‘flashback’ photograph. It is important that not only images, but also names, are captured before memories disappear.’ Pictured above 
are, back row, left to right: Duncan Beaton, John Crawford, Pat Cooper, Allan MacDonald, Iain Turner, Donald Blue, Neil Currie, David 
Sinclair, Walter MacAllister, Alan Smylie. Front row, left to right: Marion Stewart, Trevor Arnold, Sandra Smylie, Harry Martin, Evelyn 

Cooper and Michael Sinclair. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone 
wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Furnace Primary School - 1958

Disaster if fish 
shop closes
Sir,
It would be a disaster if D Watts, 

forced to close because of the 
new barrier at the station.  

I agree there is a parking 
problem, but there is a parking 
problem all over Oban. I am 
always irritated when I see four 

reserved for ScotRail staff, 

Futhermore, the free time 
allowed by the barrier is 
ridiculously short.  For someone 
coming from out of town, to drop 
off or pick up passengers, time 
has to be allowed for hold-ups 
on the way, and it’s not unknown 
for the train to be late.  

The nearest parking place is a 
hundred yards away, if you can 
get in there.

People do try to get to the 
station in good time to catch 
trains.  I frequently see a crowd 
standing waiting in the rain to be 
allowed into the waiting train. 

It gives the  impression that 
ScotRail doesn’t give a damn for 
its passengers or anyone else.
David Foster, Clachan Seil. 

Despair over lack 
of addresses
Sir,
The Oban Times of November 
21 contained about 50 per cent of 
the space taken with advertising 
for Christmas spending.

Nothing wrong with that; it is 
all grist to your mill and your 
advertisers hope that it will add 
to theirs also.

However, I despair of about 50 
per cent of these who pay good 
money to have their enticements 
published in the hope we will pay 
good money to avail ourselves of 
their offerings.

They give no indication of 
their address and seem to rely 
purely on telephone numbers or, 
in some cases, web pages.

Maybe I am part of a 
disappearing breed who likes to 
know where the establishment 
is in order that I might visit it 
and purchase some of the goods 
on offer, without having to 

are located, which is off-putting 
for a start.

On a good proportion of the 
remaining adverts where they 
deign to give an address of 
where they are operating from, 
this is done in very small type 
almost as an afterthought.

It would be interesting to know 
what the thinking is behind this 
paucity of information. 

If I want my advert to attract 
customers, I would endeavour 
to ensure there was no obstacle 
in the path to my door and that 
its whereabouts was highly 
featured.
Jim Cunningham, by email.

Mathematics don’t 
add up on Gaelic
Sir,
With reference to all the 
propaganda about Gaelic we 
read and hear of every day, the 
fact is that the mathematics do 
not add up.

At present the statistics for 
Gaelic and Gaelic viewing on 
TV are skewed with a large 
percentage being alien to the 
language.

John MacLeod of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach at the Mod this year 
said Gaelic needs a home. What?
Gaelic already has/or at least had 
a home in the Hebrides until the 

1970s when Gaelic stewardship 
was hi-jacked by ex-college boys 
who began propaganda through 
radio, TV and other outlets.

When they threw the bathwater 
out the baby was left high and 
dry - that is the people that kept 
the language alive as a duty and 
not for paid employment.

It would far better to spend the 
millions that is presently spent 
on TV, radio and academic jobs, 
and the various boards to share 
those millions, on indigenous 
families and parents to have 
more children.

The only other way I see is to 
let Gaelic die gracefully instead 
of it being on a drip, which 
can only end up in producing a 
mongrel language without any 
true culture.
Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir, 
Gearraidh-na Monaidh, 
Uibhist -a Deas.

Referendum: a 
new UK beckons
Sir,
In the The Oban Times of 
November 14, G W Stewart from 
Clachan Seil gave his views on 
the referendum in September 
next year.

I can completely understand 
him when he suggests to vote 
‘no’ because it is not clear where 
‘Scotland’s journey’ would lead 
afterwards. That’s the crucial 
point of the present discussion 
from my point of view. 

Currently there is a huge gap of 
information on the matter which 

very quickly - otherwise the 
discussion can’t be constructive 
and doesn’t bring the voters, 

guidance they urgently need. I 
think the referendum will be a 
meaningful democratic act in the 
everyday life of most Scottish 
people. It will form the decisive 
background for speeding up the 
devolution process in the UK or 
not. 

So what would a strong ‘yes’ 
in the referendum mean? In 
Germany many people associate 
a ‘yes’ vote with Scotland 
leaving the UK immediately. 
They are also afraid this could 
weaken the EU as a whole.

I personally think it could - but 
it needn’t happen. I’m convinced 

of further steps to make Scotland 
independent from the UK in a 
new way. 

Many things have to be 
thought over on the way to 

all economic requirements like 
the maintenance of employment 
and international economic 
relations. There are also a lot of 
social requirements. 

The main task in that respect, 
in my opinion, would be: Can the 
living conditions of the Scottish 
people be improved or not? No 
Scots, I think, would accept if 
they would get worse.

That’s why I think the 
referendum will be the beginning 
of building up a new UK.
Johannes Rauch, Germany.

Debate worthy of 
endless discussion
Sir,
In reply to the November 24 letter 
from Mr Stewart, I would say 
that the profound nature of this 
country of Scotland becoming 
independent is worthy of endless 
discussion and hopefully 
consequent enlightenment of the 
population concerned. 

There are at least a dozen 
books by seasoned independent 
authors shedding clear light 

upon the many concerns arising 
from independence. 

I suggest he and many others 
search out these publications 
and begin to understand that 
the problems have options and 
answers that do allow Scotland 

country alongside such similarly 
populated European countries as 
Denmark, Norway and Finland, 
each of which are surely playing 
their full roles in the world.

The situation is not ‘a pig in 
a poke’. The information is out 
there to be considered without 
the politics, and it would indeed 
be grossly missing the point 
if we miss this opportunity to 
realise an enlightened vote for 
yes to independence. 

Day one of independence is the 
moment we start forming our 
country from within Scotland 
for Scotland.
Kenneth Maclean.

Suprise over pidgin 
Gaelic comment
Sir,
On Radio nan Gaidheal  recently, 
Kenneth MacIver interviewed 
the teams which have reached 

National Gaelic debating 
competition. 

It was impossible not to 
be impressed by these eight 

girls; two from Glasgow and six 
from the islands. 

At the end of the programme 
MacIver and Morag MacDonald 

and purity of their Gaelic. A
high quality debate, worthy 
of its setting in the Scottish 
parliament, seems assured.

It was therefore a little 
surprising to read, later that day, 
that my friend Charlie MacColl 
feels that the young only speak 
pidgin Gaelic. This echoes the 
constant complaints that one 
hears from English language 

sentences ending in prepositions, 
text-speak etc. 

It may no longer be the English 
of Chaucer or Shakespeare but 
somehow the language manages 
to survive and I think Gaelic 
will too. 
Ronald Cameron, Banavie, 
Fort William.

Far too much   
spent on Gaelic
Sir,
I am not a great fan of the Gaelic 
road signs that cause confusion 
and frustration to non Gaelic 
speakers.

The prominence of 
the unpronounceable directions 
in Gaelic, more often twice 
as long and never less than 

to encourage tourism and just 
adds to travellers’ problems and 
confusion.

But when I read in a 
national paper that the Scottish 
Government’s Education 
Secretary Mike Russell was 
reported as ‘hailing a slow down 
in the rate of decline in the number 

of Gaelic speakers in the last 

58,000 or only 1.2 per cent of the 
population’ my incredulity was 
stretched to breaking point.

The article went on to record 
that the investment by the SNP 
government in supporting the 
Gaelic language is said to exceed 
£400 million.

That is  an unbelievable £6,896 
per Gaelic speaker - who 
may or may not understand 
those confusing road signs.  This 
really beggars belief.

I believe in encouraging and 
supporting the Gaelic language, 
to a degree. But £400 million 
- no. May we be saved from 

Government and bring some 
proportion to the spending of 
our taxes.

Not to mention the millions of 
our pounds being used to promote 
a break-up of our historic UK 

is totally against.
Hamish MacDougall, Appin.

Reindeer parade a 
great success
Sir, 
We would like to thank everyone 
who made the Reindeer Parade 
in Oban on Saturday November 
23 a great success. 

The weather was kind to the 
event and the crowd must have 
been one of the largest yet. 

BID4Oban organised the 
event and thanks are due to 
David Findlayson and Oban 
Winter Festival who used their 
experience to help us along. 

Oban and Lorn Lions, The 
Rotary Club of Oban, Police 
Scotland and The Red Cross 
were also invaluable in ensuring 
the event went smoothly and 
safely. 

Thanks are due to the 
performers on the night, Oban 
Pipe Band, the Eilidh MacInnes 
School of Dance and Spotlight 
Musical Theatre Group, all ably 
compered by Roddy McCuish. 
Music, stage and lights were 
provided by Oban FM, Oban 
Express and Tool and Equipment 
Hire, with assistance from 
Oban Electrical Services and 
Louis Barrow. The council did 
a marvellous job of setting up 
the Christmas lights which were 
switched on by two of the Rotary 
Christmas card design winners, 
Sam Rowley and Alice Needham 
from Lochnell Primary School. 
The two younger winners, 
Isabella MacLean and Ceitidh 
Garvin, greatly enjoyed their 
trip with Santa and his reindeer. 
Santa would like to thank Lidl 
for supplying the sweets that 
were enjoyed by the children.

This was a great community 
event, with everyone giving 
freely of their time and 
professional expertise to produce 
a memorable evening for the 
whole town. We’d like to thank 
everyone who attended and, of 
course, Santa and his reindeer.
The BID4Oban team, Mike 
Rowell, BID Events Manager, 
Oban.

’S E NA DH’FHUILING mi de thàmailt a thug mo bhàrdachd 
beò!  

Thàinig na briathran sin aig Màiri Mhòr nan Òran thugam 
is beagan feirge gam ghluasad fhìn gus sgrìobhadh às ùr air 
cuspair a bh’ agam air an t-samhradh seo chaidh.  Thug mi 
tarraing an uairsin air cho uabhasach ‘s a bha e a bhith a’ 
faicinn na mìltean feadh na dùthcha an eisimeil carthannais 
gus an teaghlaichean a bhiathadh gach latha. Faisg air seachdad 
bliadhna an dèidh deireadh an Dàrna Cogaidh agus tha 
coimhearsnachd Bhreatann a rèir coltais air a sgaradh às ùr 
eadar feadhainn aig am bheil beartas agus feadhainn a tha ann 
am bochdainn.  

Ged nach eil duine nach aontaicheadh gum bheil leasachadh 
air suidheachadh eaconamaidh na dùthcha deatamach, aig an 
aon àm tha fhios gur e masladh do-chreidsinneach a th’ ann 
gum bheil a rèir coltais an àireamh a dh’fheumas dìon bho 
ghort a’ dol am meud gach latha. 

Beagan is trì seachdainean bhon a bha an rìoghachd a’ 
cuimhneachadh air na dh’ìobair am beatha ann an cogaidhean 
gus còraichean saorsa a dhìon, tha sinn a’ faicinn mòr-shluagh 
na dùthcha gan coiteachadh gus tiodhlacan bìdh a thoirt dha 
carthannais a tha a’ strì gus daoine a bhiathadh. Cha do thachair 
a leithid bho àm an dàrna cogaidh thathas ag innse dhuinn 
agus ma tha sin fìor, nach bu chòir dhan Riaghaltas a bhith air 
an dearg nàrachadh!  Seo am Prìomhaire a tha cho measail air 
a bhith ag innse dhuinn gum bheil sinn uile a’ fulang còmhla 
chun an tèid staid an ionmhais a chothromachadh, ach chan 
eil cunnart sam bith gun tig airsan taghadh a dhèanamh eadar 
biadh is connadh.  Le mòr-chuid de bhuill an Riaghaltais gu 
math beairteach ’s e mo bheachd nach eil dòigh air an tuig 
iad suidheachadh dhaoine a th’ ann am fìor bhochdainn. Tha 
seanfhacal ag ràdh nach bi truas ach aig an neach a dh’fhuiling 
agus tha amharas agam gum bheil sin cuideachd fìor a thaobh 
bochdainn agus acras. Ged nach eil mise beairteach, tha mi 
toilichte a ràdh nach eil mi ann am bochdainn agus nach eil 
gainne bìdh orm, agus tha mi ’n dòchas gur ann mar sin a tha 
sibhse uile a tha a’ leughadh seo cuideachd.  

Aig àm den bhliadhna far am bheil e mar chleachdadh a 
bhith a’ tabhann thiodhlacan dha càirdean is caraidean nach bu 
mhath cuideachd rudeigin a thoirt seachad dha feadhainn nach 
aithne dhuinn idir ach a tha feumach air taic. Bha uair ann nuair 
a bhiodh Gàidheil a’ deasachadh àite-suidhe a bharrachd aig 
bòrd bìdh agus a’ cur ma seach “cuid a’ choigrich”, agus chan 
eil teagamh agam nach eil spiorad an fhialaidheachd sin làidir 
nar measg fhathast.  Nach math sin!

IT IS shameful that dependency on food-banks in Britain is 
now at such a level that the public are being asked to donate 
food. We will give, but surely Government’s management 
responsibility includes eradication of poverty and starvation!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Project Trust overseas placements
IN THE article titled ‘Student in race against time’ published 
on October 31, we incorrectly stated that only seven Project 
Trust volunteers were offered an overseas volunteering 
placement from 32.  

In fact, 28 were offered overseas placements. Apologies for 
the error. 

Traditional 
students’   concert
FOR YEARS I have attended 
concerts in the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 
to hear students of the 
Traditional Music Course 
and each time I have left in 
total awe of the quality of 
musicianship shown by the 
youngsters.  

The recent concert, in which 
each of the year groups took 
it in turn to perform, was 
perhaps the best yet and was 
certainly the best attended as 
the auditorium was nearly full. 

This concert had it all, 
starting each half with a 
piping solo from one of the 
older students, and then 
showcasing just about the 
full array of traditional 
instruments including voice 
although, interestingly, no 
Gaelic songs on this occasion. 
From a whistle duet to a full 
‘stramash’, the audience was 
treated to a wide range of 
tunes from Scott Skinner 
through to the students’ own  
compositions, all played with 
authority and expertise.  

One is left to wonder what 
else there is to teach the 
students, such is the standard 
of their playing!  I can fully 
recommend these concerts 
which are relatively cheap 
so keep a watch in the Diary 
Dates.  

Reminder
THE ANNUAL Gathering 
Concert and Dance of the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
will take place tomorrow 
evening (Friday) in Glasgow 
University Union, the concert 
at 7.30pm and the dance 
at 10.30pm.  Singers at the 
concert will be Ainsley 
Hamill, Joy Dunlop, Norman 
MacKinnon and Donald Iain 
Brown with accompanist Alan 
Kitchen. Musical items will 
be provided by accordionist 
Stuart Cameron and the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Pipe Band. Deoch ’n Dorus 
will be playing at the dance.

Stirling ceilidh
ENTERTAINMENT at 
the monthly ceilidh on 
Saturday December 7 will 
be Fuaimeach - Aberfeldy 
Gaelic Choir Quartet, Fiona 
MacIntosh and the Cluaran 
Dancers. Dr Innes Smith will 
be the piper.

Awards for Gaelic 
new writers
TWO AWARDS of £2,000, 
together with opportunities 
for professional training, are 
being made available for new 
writers who have not had work 
previously published. 

Applications must be in by 
noon on Friday December 13.  
For more information contact 
www.gaelicbooks.org.

Vacancy
THE GAELIC Books Council, 

sales and marketing vacancy 
for which applications must 
be submitted by Friday 
December 13.  

For more information 
contact Rosemary Ward, 
rosemary@gaelicbooks.org. 

Barluath
BARLUATH is a young 
innovative Glasgow band 
formed in 2010 and they will 
be performing at a concert in 
Victoria Halls, Helensburgh, 
at 7.30pm on Saturday 
December 7.  

who met while studying at 
the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland, are Ainsley Hamill, 
vocals; Alistair Iain Paterson, 
piano and keyboard; Edward 
Seaman, pipes, whistle and 
bouzouki; Colin Greeves, 
pipes and whistles; and Eilidh 

Danny Kyle Award at Celtic 
Connections, the band play 
a mix of traditional music 
from Scotland, Ireland and 
America.

Yorkhill children’s 
concert
THE THIRD Annual 
Charity Concert for Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospital will 
take place this year in 
the City Halls on Sunday 
December 15 at 7pm when the 
programme will be sustained 
by the Military Wives, 
The Scottish Police Choir, 
Kirkintilloch Brass Band and 
the Kirkintilloch Male Voice 
Choir.  

The concert will be 
compered by BBC’s Jackie 
Bird.

Tolbooth,   
Stirling
ON SATURDAY December 
14,  the Tolbooth in Stirling 
will be the venue for 
Christmas Ceilidhs.  

afternoon, and popular with 
families of all ages, is already 
sold out but at the time of 
going to press tickets are still 
available for the evening. 

Music will be provided 
by Brian McAlpine and 
his international ceilidh 
collective. 

Diary dates
Thursday December 5:  
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Dinner, Glasgow 
University Union, 7pm for 
7.30pm.
Friday December 6: Glasgow 
Skye Association Annual 
Concert and Dance - see 
above. Clic Sargent Christmas 
Concert, Royal Concert Hall, 
7.30pm.
Saturday December 7: An 
Comunn Stirling Branch 
Ceilidh, Lesser Albert Hall, 
7.30pm-see above. Barluath 
- see above.
Tuesday December 10:
Glasgow Gaelic Society, Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Glaschu, 7.30pm
Friday December 13:  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.  Vatersay 
Boys, Glasgow Barrowlands, 
8pm. Glasgow Phoenix Choir 
Concert, Royal Concert Hall, 
7.30pm.
Saturday December 14:  
Glasgow Skye Association 

Centre, 260, Bath Street, 
2.30pm. Vatersay Boys, 
Glasgow Barrowland, 8pm.  
Tolbooth, Stirling Christmas 
Ceilidhs - see above.

Sunday December 15:
Yorkhill Children’s Charity 
Concert - see above

Pub scene
In the Islay Inn this weekend 
the music will be provided by 
Gunna Sound on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar it will 
be Malky MacLellan’s Ceilidh 
Band on Friday and Robert 
Robertson on both Saturday 
and Sunday.

Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Drugs are everyone’s problem
SUBSTANCE abuse can take on many forms, whether it is the 
legal highs that are worrying the authorities on the Isle of Mull or 
the alcohol that is putting our young teenagers in hospital.

Whenever the issue is raised there is general agreement that 
something needs to be done. It usually ends with the fabled 
cliche ‘they should do something about that’.

But who are ‘they’? Is it easier to turn a blind eye to substance 
abuse often happening right under your nose, if ‘they’ are doing 
something about it?

Would it not be better if ‘we’ all did our bit to raise awareness 
of this subject that is a taboo for so many?   
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Just like Santa, we will be 

working throughout Christmas 

to ensure that you are fully 

operational. If you require our 

emergency drain clearance 

service then please contact 

us anytime 24/7 on 

freephone 0800 0282 300

Visit Fly Scenic Scotland 

at Oban Airport and join 

our Pilots/Tour Guides 

on a flight of discovery 

over the fantastic 

sights of Argyll.

BLOCKED
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, 
installations and repairs

Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & Groundworks
24 hour emergency call outs 
available through Christmas 

and New Year

A R G Y L L P U B L I S H I N G

www.argyllpublishing.co.uk
order by phone on 01369 820229
email argyll.publishing@virgin.net

Argyll Publishing, Glendaruel, Argyll PA22 3AE

£9.99 pbk 112pp;  150+pics

great gifts!

Amazon
reader

reviews:
[Hillman Imp]

‘a lucky find
– excellent

book’

‘fantastic
photos and
informative’

‘nice concise
history, easy
to read and
lots of pics’

£25 hbk 320pp; illustr. &
maps

REV UP FOR XMAS

AT STODDARTS

 2 WHEELERS

NEW HONDA CRF110 E/START.............................. £1799
NEW HONDA CRF125 E/START.............................. £1999
USED YAMAHA TTR125 E/START........................... £1150

 QUADS

NEW BUZZ 50 3YEARS UP ........................................£990
NEW R100 E/START REVERSE..............................£1,350
USED APACHE 100 ....................................................£690
BUGGIE 2 SEATER 8-12 YRS.................................£1,550

FOR FURTHER DETAILS: WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK
TEL. 01631 564176/07799692072

JUST ARRIVED 

THE HONDA 

CRF110 AND 

CRF125

OFF ROADERS!!!

QUADS,

BUGGIES, BIKES 

FOR ALL AGES 

AND SIZES

HELMETS 

CLOTHING ALL 

IN STOCK

Good range of used 

motorcycles in stock. We 

only stock machines in 

good and above condition. 

Santa definitely 

recommends.

Spend a minimum of £10 

in our Gift shop & enjoy a 

complimentary mince pie 

and cup of coffee in the 

Shower of Herring!

New company to Oban, who 

provide a quality service and 

ongoing support regarding all 

aspects of renewable heating. 

Come and see our new centre 

for yourself.

Santa LOVES Segways 

– how else do the Elves 

speed around my toy 

workshop all year? 

Discover the “Segway 

Smile” for yourself!!

Festive fun 
and frolics and 

delicious food and 
drink all day

Argyll Publishing is local 
and reaches the world 

with original books 
carefully compiled. Their 
list is packed with great 
gifts for Christmas and 

any other time.
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The grand finale of the Atlantis St Andrew’s Dance Show in the Corran Halls on Saturday. 16_t49festival04

Festive spirit comes 
to Oban with a bang

McCaig’s Tower was transformed into a lantern as part of Oban 
Winter Festival. 07_t49festival17

Pupils of Lochnell Primary School were selling their handmade wreaths in the children’s market on 
Sunday. Youngsters from the whole school were involved in making the crafts and funds raised will 

go to the school. 16_t49festival09

Oban Sea Cadets were raising money at the fair in the Corran Halls on Sunday, with a guess the 
weight of the hamper game. The funds will be used to buy equipment and sponsor cadets to go on 

courses. 16_t49festival10

Ahoy there matey! Ruby Smith and Lucy Blue, both six, and Rufus 
Smith, aged five, show what it takes to be a pirate at Dunollie’s 

pirate day on Saturday, where dozens of youngsters discovered 
pirate heritage. 16_t49festival03

Holly Cutherbertson, aged two, and big sister Rosie, four, from 
Dunbeg, didn’t let the rain put them off enjoying the teacups. 

16_t49festival05

Coolio tried his hand at butchery during Oban Winter Festival, 
helping Iain Darling sell his wares at Oban Distillery. 16_t49festival02

A spectacular grand finale fireworks display over Oban Bay. 
Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Susie Lurie, Sue Baker, Frances Melville, Ann Marie Gallacher and Margaret Cooper served up 
Victorian teas in the Corran Halls on Sunday. Funds raised will go to the MS Centre. In the back-

ground busy baking were Sharon Pirie, Isla Glen and Sharon Dickison. 16_t49festival11

Last Friday’s Polski Fling in St Columba’s Cathedral brought together a mix of Scottish and Polish 
cultures. Pictured is Agnieszka Kupczak and sons Franek and Stas’ with event organiser Beata 

Povey, all in Polish national dress. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Ceilidh band Skipinnish got the crowd going at Saturday night’s dance in the Corran Halls. 
16_t49festival06

Above: Two-year-old Quinn 
Mackechnie was delighted with 
the results of her face painting 
at the market in Oban Distillery 

on Saturday. 16_t49festival01

The lantern parade saw thousands head down George Street 
before fireworks over Oban Bay closed this year’s Oban Winter 

Festival. 16_t49festival15

Oban Chocolate Company got into the swing of the winter 
festival with chocolate bingo and a bad jumper evening last 
week. The charity event saw Lillian Wren, Henry Dawson and 

Anna Maughan dressed to impress. 16_t49jumper01

A fire art demonstration took place on the green in front of 
Markie Dan’s on Sunday. Photograph by Stephen Lawson.

RESIDENTS, community lead-
ers and businesses have come 
together to praise Oban Winter 
Festival’s volunteer committee 
following a highly successful 
10-day event.

an entertaining programme of 
events from November 22 to 
December 1 provided something 
for everyone. 

And the St Andrew’s Day 

conclusion of the festival gave 
credibility to Oban’s claim to be 
a destination for Scots who want 
to celebrate the patron saint.

The festival, which brought 

thousands of people into the 
town centre during parades, 

-
nated by a committee of only 
seven people who had to balance 
the festival with their own pro-
fessional commitments during 

Festival committee member 

whole thing was just great and 
I was delighted with how well 
attended everything was. It 
brought families together and 
got people joining in as a com-
munity.

well attended and helped to raise 
a lot of money for Oban Pipe 
Band.

community choir was excellent 
and it has decided to carry on. 
That is a legacy of the festival 
that we’re proud of.’

Fellow committee member 

way Edinburgh is a destination 
for Hogmanay, Oban could be 
the destination for St Andrew’s 
Day.

to Oban with the help of Vis-
itScotland, Event Scotland and 
BID4Oban. Everything is on the 
table for next year.’

Oban councillor Roddy Mc-

committee and an army of vol-
unteers enough, putting together 
a fantastic festival over the last 

their part putting on many 
attractions and turning out to 
support in huge numbers.

Oban.’

PhotographicOrders
Any photograph printed with a code in the caption 

can be ordered from any of our offices
Only those photogrpahs shown with codes are the property of Wyvex Media and therefore eligible for this offer.

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Are you worried about yourself or someone you care about?

Monday to Friday 11am – 5pm
Appointments can also be arranged 

outside these hours.

2 Duvetscleaned
for the price of one

Oban Quality Laundry & Dry Cleaners
Closed 25 & 26 December

and 1 & 2 January
We wish all our customers 

a Merry Christmas
Stevenson Street, Oban

01631 563554

Phone: 01397 703986 Mob: 07428 702128
Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com

19 Rowan Drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

Plumbing & Heating Engineers FORT WILLIAM
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING AND CENTRAL HEATING

24 hour call out - Quick response • Nic Eic approved. 
Highly recommended • Free estimates • Follow on Facebook

LOCAL SAWMILL

 OAK,  ELM AND EUROPEAN LARCH

LOOKING FOR STANDING HARDWOOD, ESPECIALLY OAK

TELEPHONE: 01631 569937  •   07881 418565

Oban Railway Station

Opening Hours Mon-Sat 07.15 - 18.00

Closed 25-26th Dec and 1st, 2nd, 3rd,4th and 5th
Newspapers, Magazines, Sandwiches, Hot Beverages, 

Soft Drinks, Confectionery & Tobacco. 

Tel: 01631 565451

NEWSAGENTS

GET READY FOR SAFE WINTER MOTORING THIS YEAR
WITH A WINTER SAFETY CHECK
Mot’s, Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

Unit 6, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566502/566470

5 Stafford Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 563721
Email: admin@morhambro.co.uk

All types of work carried out, tuning, maintenance and valuations 
on pianos, harpsichords and small chamber organs.

Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner
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THURSDAY – December 5
8am, Ramblers Scotland Loch Sunart walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road 
car park, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.45am or Corran Farry slipway for 
9.15am sailing.
10am, LORN Christmas fayre, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
5.30pm, Christmas shopping evening, Nancy Black’s, Oban.
7pm, Oban Camanachd AGM, Royal Hotel, Oban.
7.30pm, Sleeping Beauty, Corran Halls, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY – December 6
6pm, Christmas fair, Scout Hall, Tobermory, Mull.
7.30pm, Sleeping Beauty, Corran Halls, Oban.
8pm, Christmas cocktail party, Paparazzi, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
7.30pm, Liz Chapman demonstration, Oban Art Society, Lorn Resource 
Centre, Oban.

SATURDAY – December 7
10am, Soroba Young Family Group table top sale, Glencruitten Church 
Centre, Oban.
10am, Open weekend, Inverawe Smokery, Taynuilt.
10.30am, Christmas fun, St Andrew’s Church Hall, Fort William.
11am, Oban Lifeboat’s Festive Fun Day, Palace Hotel, Oban. 
12pm, Winter Wonderland, Stramash Outdoor Nursery, Ganavan, Oban.
2pm, Sleeping Beauty, Corran Halls, Oban.
Lunga Snow Ball, Lunga House, by Craobh Haven.
7.30pm, Sleeping Beauty, Corran Halls, Oban.
8pm, Christmas cocktail party, Paparazzi, Oban.
10pm, Signal Fires, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY – December 8
8.40am, Ramblers Scotland Glenfinnan walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale 
Road car park, N Ballachulish PS at 9.30am or Fort William Woollen Mill 
at 10am.
10am, Open weekend, Inverawe Smokery, Taynuilt.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

TUESDAY – December 10
7.30pm, Light up a Life switch on, Corran Halls, Oban.

WEDNESDAY – December 11
5.30pm, Christmas evening, Inverawe Smokery, Taynuilt.
9pm, Pub quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
8pm, Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.

THURSDAY – December 12
7.30am, Ramblers Scotland Glencoe walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road 
car park, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8am or Glencoe Village car park at 
8.50am.
Typhoon Haiyan/Yolanda fundraiser, Corran Halls, Oban.
Corran Singers, Furnace Village Hall, Furnace.
Christmas party night, Skipinnish, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY – December 13
Christmas party night, Skipinnish, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

BLENDED whisky is becoming more and more 
commonplace, not just on the shelves but in 
our drinks cabinets; with premium brands com-
manding as much respect as a carefully matured 
malt.
Whereas once a blend 
was sometimes unfairly 
considered the poorer 
cousin, now it is seen 
simply as another op-
tion for the connoisseur 
thanks in no small part 

on offer.
Monkey Shoulder 
stands out on the shelf 
thanks in no small part 
to its striking bottle and 
label, but it is perhaps 
sometimes overlooked with the price not to far 
off some more familiar malts.
But this is a perfect example of a blended malt 
that stands alongside single malts, providing a 
very satisfying and unique dram without parch-
ing the throat.
Blended by William Grant from single malts 
made at its distilleries in Dufftown, The Balvenie, 

On the nose, you’ll pick up notes of vanilla, pears 
and sultanas, followed by a warm, satisfying puff 
of sawdust and honey. You might even pick up a 
hint of cocoa but the warm consistency of malt 
will leave you keen to take in another breath.

deliver a creamy, malty hit with more hints of fruit, 
cloves and butterscotch. Smooth and satisfying, 
you might even pick up hints of oak, apricot and 

into oranges and cloves, with creamy vanilla and 
oak lingering on the tail.
You cannot help but be impressed by the char-
acteristics of the this blend which may be named 
Monkey Shoulder, but certainly stands side by 
side - if not slight above - many of the single 

Monkey Shoulder
40% ABV
Approx £25.

Dr Anne Lorne Gillies was guest speaker at the Rotary Club’s Charter Dinner at the Royal Hotel November 22. Top table, from left, back row: John 
Rosie, Rotary Club of Lochaber president; John McArthur; Alan Johnston; Dave Morris, Rotary Club of Campbeltown president; Richard Lees, District 

Governor; Kevin Breen. Front row: Elizabeth Rosie, Jane McArthur, Rotary Club of Mid Argyll president; Jenny Morris, Dr Anne Lorne Gillies, Nan 
Johnston, Jocelyn Lees.

TALENTED dancers from 
the Ballet West Company 
is to open its Swan Lake 
winter in Oban before 
performing in another 12 
venues across the country.

The tour opens in Oban 
on January 24 and run until 
March 1.

The cast will be led by 
principal dancers Sara 
Maria Smith and Jonathan 
Barton.

They are joined by Nata-
sha Watson, the 17-year-old 

Ballet West student who 
was awarded a bronze 
medal in the Genée Inter-
national Ballet Competition 
in Glasgow in September.

Other Ballet West students 

competition will be appear-
ing in the production.

The 60-strong cast will 
be joined by guest artists 
working alongside stu-
dents from Ballet West’s 
professional dance training 
school.

Talented cast to perform 
Swan Lake in the New Year

BROTHERS Marco and Elio Robertson strut their stuff 
on the catwalk at a fashion show held last Friday in 

support of Marie Curie Cancer Care. The show, which also 
highlighted M and Co’s Christmas collection, was held in 

the company’s Oban store. Picture by Kevin McGlynn.

A LOCHABER band has 
celebrated 20 years in 
showbusiness with a memo-
rable gig  at the Ironworks in 
Inverness.  

Wonderland - comprising 
guitarist and singer Steve 
Brown from Arisaig, lead 
singer Claire Innes from 
Fort William and three 
backing singers - performed 

on the night along with an 
Elvis tribute, a Rush Tribute 
and John Coletta.

Also on the bill were 
Maeve O’Boyle, The Man 
From Del Monte and See-
ing Red – Steve’s original 
rock band from Edinburgh 
reformed for the one-off 
performance.

Steve told The Oban 

Times: ‘A huge thank you to 
everyone who travelled far 
and wide to make the night a 
great success – all the musi-
cians, friends and family, 
fellow wedding suppliers. 

‘Everyone on stage that 
night played an absolute 
blinder but Seeing Red 
singer, Angie Townsend, 
stole the show with an out-

standing performance.’
Steve dedicated the whole 

night to Angie, who is cur-
rently battling cancer, and 
encouraged everyone to 
donate to his chosen charity 
- Maggie’s Cancer Caring 
Centre, Edinburgh. 

A DVD is being made of 

same charity.

Claire said: ‘We love our 
job and to celebrate our 
anniversary with so many 
family and friends was just 
wonderful.’

Wonderland are the only 
band to win both a Scot-
tish Wedding Award and 
a VOWS Award – Voted 
Outstanding Wedding Sup-
plier.

Steve and Claire.

Lochaber band celebrate 
20 years in business

THE PEOPLE of Sleat and 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (SMO) 
celebrated four decades of 
friendship and ties with 

a community ceilidh and 
dance in Duisdale Hall on 
Saturday night 

Local musicians and 

singers, along with SMO 
students entertained at ‘40 
Bliadhna a’ Fàs’ (40 Years 
of Growth) for the event, 

which earned rave reviews 
all round.

Camuscross and Duisdale 
Initiative (CDI) organised 

the gig, with all ticket 
proceeds going to the ini-
tiative and the SMO student 
association.

Sabhal Mor music students on stage at Duisdale Hall on Saturday night.

Rave reviews for community ceilidh in Sleat

AN AUTHOR who over-
came hundreds of objec-
tions to become one of the 
country’s leading crime 
writers has told budding 
writers in Oban to persevere 
with their ambitions.

Frank Muir, from Lenzie, 
was speaking at an event in 
Oban Library last Thursday 
as part of Book Week Scot-
land. It was a year to the day 
since a similar presentation 
in Fort William.

The novelist, famous for 
penning four novels based 
on lead character DCI 
Andy Gilchrist, has sold 
books throughout the UK 
and the US but admitted he 
struggled to get published.

He said: ‘I’m a civil en-

gineer to trade but writing 
was something I always 
wanted to do but I never 
had the courage to do it.

‘I woke up one morning 
in 1989 and decided I was 
going to start writing. By 

published in 2007 I was still 
working as an engineer, I 
had written 1.15m words 
and stopped counting after 
the 400th rejection.

‘I chucked in my job in 
2011 and I’m still trying to 
achieve the dream of mak-
ing a living out of writing!’

Mr Muir also used the 
opportunity to promote 
his latest offering of his St 
Andrew’s-based detective 
series, Life for a Life.

Author Frank Muir with his latest book.

A HOST of new cycling 
routes could be developed 
throughout Argyll and the 
west Highlands after more 
funding was secured for 
‘active travel’ links.

SUSTrans Scotland has 
written to the Highlands and 
Islands Transport Partner-
ship (HiTrans) to advise of 
an additional £20million of 
match funding being made 
available for cycling projects 
covering the 2014/15 and 
2015/16 years.

SUSTrans has now written 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
and Highland Council to ad-
vise of the fund and its chief 
executive, John Lauder, is 

anticipating a series of ap-
plications.

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
Council and Highland 
Council have been ex-
tremely good at accessing 
funds from this and I’d be 
expecting them to do the 
same again.

‘We have invited them 
to come up with some bids 
based on people walking 
and cycling on a day-to-day 
basis.

‘The funds are available 
for 50 per cent of the work 
and needs to be match 
funded.’

Meanwhile, funding for 
the wider Oban-Inverness 

cycle path is secure and not 
affected by the extra cash.  
Mr Lauder is expecting the 
full path network to be open 
by 2015, adding that work is 

present between Oban and 
Fort William.

Negotiations to complete 
the Benderloch-Ledaig sec-
tion of the path are moving 
forward, with a core path 
planning application ex-
pected for the caravan park 
section of the route.

Negotiations with others 
are continuing, he said, 
adding: ‘That’s progressing 
well. We have until June 
2015 so there’s time yet.’

Author encourages Oban 
writers during Book Week

Possibility of new cycle routes 
throughout Argyll
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• The Counselor (18)
Legendary filmmaker Ridley Scott and 
Pulitzer Prize winning author Cormac 
McCarthy (No Country for Old Men) have 
joined forces in the motion picture thriller 
The Counselor, starring Michael Fassbender, 
Penélope Cruz, Cameron Diaz, Javier 
Bardem, and Brad Pitt. McCarthy, making his 
screenwriting debut and Scott interweave the 
author’s characteristic wit and dark humour 
with a nightmarish scenario, in which a 
respected lawyer’s one-time dalliance with 
an illegal business deal spirals out of control.
• The Hunger Games Part 2: 
Catching Fire (12A)
Katniss Everdeen has returned home safe 
after winning the 74th Annual Hunger 
Games along with fellow tribute Peeta 
Mellark. Winning means that they must 
turn around and leave their family and close 
friends, embarking on a “Victor’s Tour” of 
the districts.
• Free Birds (U) 
Owen Wilson and Woody Harrelson voice 
this hilarious comedy about two turkeys 
from opposite sides of the tracks who must 
put aside their differences and team up to 
travel back in time to change the course of 
history - and get turkey off the holiday menu 
for good. This is another excellent film from 
Wilson and Harrelson and another fun film 
for all the family!

Customer Choice Week
• Lord Of The Rings Trilogy (12)
Follow Frodo Baggins, Samwise and friends 

as they travel to Mount Doom to destroy The 
One Ring. With help from Gandalf, Leoglas, 
and Aragon the young Hobbits must face 
terrible challenges and tests of their frendship 
as they complete their ardus task and start to 
retun home to the Shire.
• Don Jon (18)
Jon Martello (Joseph Gordon-Levitt) objectifies 
everything in his life: his apartment, his car, 
his family, his church, and, of course, women. 
His buddies even call him Don Jon because 
of his ability to pull “10s” every weekend 
without fail. Yet even the finest flings don’t 
compare to the transcendent bliss he achieves 
alone in front of the computer watching 
pornography. Dissatisfied, he embarks on 
a journey to find a more gratifying sex life, 
but ends up learning larger lessons of life 
and love through relationships with two very 
different women.
• Shawshank Redemption (15)
Refered to as one of the greatest movies 
of all time ‘The Shawshank Redemption’ 
starring Morgan Freeman and Tim Robbins 
follows a young and successful banker called 
Andy Dufresne whose life changes drastically 
when he is convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment for the murder of his wife and 
her lover. Set in the 1940’s, the film shows 
how Andy, with the help of his friend Red, the 
prison entrepreneur, turns out to be a most 
unconventional prisoner.
• The Godfather (18)
Another classic film, the story begins as “Don” 
Vito Corleone, the head of a New York Mafia 
“family”, oversees his daughter’s wedding 

with his wife Wendy. His beloved son Michael 
has just come home from the war, but does 
not intend to become part of his father’s 
business. Through Michael’s life the nature of 
the family business becomes clear.
• To Kill A Mocking Bird (PG)
Atticus Finch is a lawyer in a racially divided 
Alabama town in the 1930s. He soon finds 
that not only must he defend a young black 
man against the charges brought against 
him, he must also defend his children against 
prejudice.
• Die Hard (18)
The first of many ‘Die Hard’ tells the story of 
New York City Detective John McClane (Bruce 
Willis). A group of terrorists, led by Hans 
Gruber (Alan Rickman) is holding everyone 
in the Nakatomi Plaza building hostage. 
With no way of anyone getting in or out, it’s 
up to McClane to stop them all.
• The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (12A)
In the first of another trilogy a younger and 
more reluctant Hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, sets 
out on an “unexpected journey” to the Lonely 
Mountain with a spirited group of Dwarves to 
reclaim their stolen mountain home from a 
dragon named Smaug.
• The Selfish Giant (15)
A contemporary fable about 13 year old Arbor 
(Conner Chapman) and his best friend Swifty 
(Shaun Thomas). Excluded from school and 
outsiders in their own neighbourhood, the 
two boys meet Kitten (Sean Gilder), a local 
scrapdealer - the Selfish Giant.
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The Hunger Games Part 2: Catching Fire Thurs 5th 21:00
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CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

Published on 12th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO 

FRIENDS FOR JUST £23.

ONLY £23 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

20 words maximum
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY

*NAME......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel.....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICKABOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all my relatives, 

friends and 
neighbours

from John Smith, 
Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS
to all my relatives 

and friends 
from John Smith, 

Oban

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

to all my 
relatives and 
friends from 
John Smith, 

Oban

Local Origins Rural Network
COMMUNITY 
PRODUCERS 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Thurs. 5th December

Victory Hall, Benderloch
10 am to 5.30 pm

LOTS TO EAT, BUY & DO
Support local at 

Christmas
01631 720223

market@lorn.org.uk
facebook.com/lornargyll

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Oban Art Society
Talk/Demonstration

By Liz Chapman
My Journey Through Art

Friday 6th December 
The Lorn Resource Centre

Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Visitors Welcome

Oban Lifeboat fundraisers present...
Festive fun for all the family

THE PALACE HOTEL, OBAN
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7th 11am- 4pm

Meet Santa and Stormy Stan - the lifeboat man!
TOMBOLA * FUN COMPETITIONS * HOME BAKING STALL TEAS, 

COFFEES,SANDWICHES, CAKES AND MINCE PIES
Children’s lucky dip and Fancy Dress Competition (Judging 2pm)
£50 prize for winner kindly donated by Oban Express. Children

to be accompanied by an adult please. See you there!

Friends of Crarae present
a CAROL CONCERT

by THE CORRAN SINGERS
FURNACE VILLAGE HALL

Thursday 12th December
7.30pm

Seasonal punch & mince pies;

Tickets £5.00 at the door
children free if accompanied

by an adult
Reg. Charity no. SC033244

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

 Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 11th 

December
at 8.00pm

Guest Artistes
From Acharacle

Robert Nairn Trio
Supporting players most 

welcome

ROTARY CLUB OF OBAN
Annual Carol Concert

Sunday 15th December
at the Corran Halls, Oban 3 p.m.

Local Primary Schools, Oban Gaelic Choir,
Spotlight Theatre, Oban High School,

Norman Nicholson and Bach Orchestra
Collection in aid of Erskine Hospital and Children First

PRIMARY school pupils from across Lorn got into the
spirit of St Andrew’s Day with some Scottish country
dancing in Atlantis Leisure.

Around 120 pupils from Dunbeg, Lismore, Lochnell,
St Columba’s and Appin took part last Thursday in the

event, which was organised by Active Schools and the
Royal Scottish Country Dancing Society (RSCDS)
Lorn Argyll branch.

Scottish country dance teacher Sue Porter, from Oban,
held taster sessions in the schools in the lead up to the

event to make sure the pupils were all sure-footed.
Oban accordion player Michael Garvin played the

music for the sets, while RSCDS members Sandra
Grieve and Maureen Gilmour and Oban High School
sports leaders helped on the day.

The dancers in full flow. 15_t49dance01

PART of the Winter Festival saw two local acts take
to the stage as part of a musicians showcase on Friday
night. First up was local band the Lush Puppies who

performed some well known covers in their own unique
style. They were followed by local musicians Finlay
Wells and Elissa Conway who performed original

songs mostly written by Elissa. Both acts were warmly
received by the audience in the Studio Theatre at the
Corran Halls.

The Lush Puppies.

Local musicians take to the stage in Oban

THE INVERARAY and
District Accordion and Fid-
dle Club held its November
meeting in the usual venue
of the Argyll Hotel.

Guest artistes were the
Nicky McMichan Trio
with Nicky on accordion,
Ian Anderson on keyboard
and Shona MacPherson on
drums.

Nicky is a well kent face
around the clubs and they
entertained the audience

with a marvellous selection
of more than 20 sets, many
of them Nicky’s favourite
pipe marches.

Supporting players were
– Fyne Folk, with Nick
MacFarlane on accordion,
Sally Hall and Jake MacKay

-
dell on keyboard; James
MacArthur on melodeon;
on accordion Jimmy Dun-
can, Johnny Fisher, Janet
Graham, Alex MacKinnon

-
dle Charlie Saune; Jimmy
MacDonald and Muriel
Smith on keyboard; Donald
MacLachlan on drums and
Jake MacKay on ‘moothie’.

Chairman Niall Iain
MacLean, thanked all the
artistes for another great
night’s music.

Next week the club
welcomes back the Robert
Nairn Trio from Acharacle.

The Nicky McMichan Trio. 

Lorn primary pupils get into the
swing of St Andrew’s Day

Nicky McMichan Trio entertain
at Inveraray’s Accordion and
Fiddle Club monthly meeting
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Planning 
your
retirement?

Funeral Planning

IF YOU’RE heading towards 
retirement soon you’ll be all too 
aware there is more to consider 

than your leaving party.

You need to look at how best to deal with 
your pension, what you’re going to do with 
all your free time and, most importantly, 

When people hit retirement many start to 
think about updating wills, it is vital these 
are kept current as situations change over 

Your children will have grown up, loved ones 
mentioned may no longer be with you and 

Making a Will is the only way to ensure your 

ensures your estate and assets are dealt with 
as you wish and ensures your instructions 

you should ensure you’re looked after for the 

Putting in place a plan for your pension 

there are many good advisors in the Argyll 

Keeping healthy into your old age is 
also important and it is never too late 

and programmes aimed at the older 

Of course you could stay healthy on the 
golf course or while busy in your garden, 

just a couple of ideas that will also help 

unexpectedly then you might want to 

give a few hours over to a charity shop or 
perhaps organising fundraising events or 
providing companionship for others in the 

Of course, you can consider all of that 
once you come back from the Caribbean 

While it may seem too soon to think about it, it may be an idea 

-

A funeral plan also ensures your own personal wishes can be taken 

STRUGGLING WITH FUEL BILLS 
THIS WINTER?

email enquiries@alienergy.org.uk or phone
01631 565183 
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NEW
Valtra A83H 88hp LP 12x12 power-shuttle c/w loader ..................................................................£38,299+VAT
Zetor Major 80 12x12 synchro-shuttle c/w loader ..........................................................................£28,499+VAT
Kioti RX6010 16x16 synchro shuttle 60hp 4wd c/w loader .............................................................£24,889+VAT
Polaris Ranger 400 2 seat 4x4 ATV.......................................................................................... from £6,899+VAT
Glendale 20ft cattle feed trailer, 5t axle & flotation tyres ................................................................£1,750+VAT
Glendale sheep feed trailer, top cover for low waste...........................................................................£850+VAT

DEMO
Valtra N113H5 120hp power-shuttle, Trima 2t loader 2013 ..........................................................£53,988+VAT
Valtra N103H5 110hp power-shuttle, Valtra 1.5t loader 2013.......................................................£47,998+VAT
Polaris Diesel Ranger with hard cab and heater 2012 model ..........................................................£9,995+VAT

USED
Valtra T162eV 175hp 50k front links 3700hrs 2010 model............................................................£43,995+VAT
Valtra T180 185hp 50k front links 6350hrs 2005 model................................................................£22,995+VAT
Valtra 8550 200hp 50k gearbox, no suspension 2002 model .................. .....................................£13,895+VAT
Carraro 3800HST 38hp 4wd tractor reverse drive, 1995 model ............... .......................................£7,887+VAT

Strathpeffer Road, Dingwall, IV15 9QF
Tel: 01349 867521 • Fax: 01349 866738 • Parts 01349 867210 • Sales Mob: 07775 584565

Email: sales@mclarentractors.co.uk

Please check out our website for used machinery offers:
www.mclarentractors.co.uk

Farming

TO LET
Fort William
2 bed Flat, Fully 

Furnished
£500pcm

No DSS, Pets or 
Smokers

Tel: 01397 772861- Day
01397 772468 - Eve
Reg No: 01055/270/10080

EPC: D

TO LET - KAMES, TIGHNABRUAICH
Fully furnished 2 bedroom semi-

detached house, recently modernised, 
fully double glazed, new roof, fully 

fitted kitchen with under floor heating, 
integrated washing machine and free 
standing fridge freezer, large garden 

to front and rear, 
£400 pcm + council tax and bills.  
EPC rate pending.  Landlord registration 

number 344055/130/14141.
References required.  

Telephone 
07880 006308 or 01631 564053.

West Coast property service

Glasgow - West End
3 bedroomed semi-detached with garage, mono bloc 
driveway and front and back gardens, full insulation 
applied recently along with kitchen and bathroom totally 
renewed.  Turn key condition.  Home report available 
giving market value, £200,000. 

Please reply by telephone 07788417919 or Box No 92, 
The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB.

West Coast property service

Three double bedroom 
mid-terrace in Caol, Fort William
Large back garden, close to 
all amenities, electric central 
heating, few minutes drive from 
Fort William, EPC F (24)

Tel: 01397 703130

Offers in region of £100,000

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

FOR SALE
UPPER FLOOR OFFICES, POLTALLOCH STREET, 
LOCHGILPHEAD
Offers in the region of £75,000 are invited.
Closing date is 12.30pm Friday 28th February 2014.
For further information contact: The Estates Office, Facility Services, 
Blairvadach, Shandon G84 8ND. Tel: 01436 658957 or email 
propertysales-lettings@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TO LET

VERY POPULAR 
SANDWICH FRANCHISE

FOR SALE,
Airds Place, Oban.

Telephone 
Libby or Stacey
01631 563998

TIREE’S Joseph Williams has been named 
the winner of the AgriScot Business 
Skills competition, triumphing over tough 
competition.

Joseph, a student at the Scottish Agricultural 

put through their paces by judges over a 
number of months.  After proving himself as 
one of the most promising young agricultural 
workers in the country, he impressed at the 

spent 45 minutes looking at enterprises on 
farms and answering challenging questions 
from the host farmer and judge. 

to assess and evaluate one of the new 
products being launched at AgriScot, in 
addition to answering questions on business 
management skills and topical agri-business 
issues. Speaking of his win, Joseph said: ‘The 
whole process of the competition has been so 

pleased to have won but even if I hadn’t, I 
have gained so much. I almost didn’t enter 
but was encouraged by a lecturer at Ayr 

has really been boosted and my CV has no 

the contacts that the competition has enabled 
me to build up. I would strongly recommend 

Sponsor Peter Gillard of Biocell Agri 

years have been remarkable in one way or 
another but Joseph and his abilities really 
stand out. Many congratulations to him, as 

improve their economic viability 
under a project supported by the 
Duke of Rothesay.

the Scottish Government will 
help secure the future of facilities 

Lewis, and North Uist. 
The Sustaining Island Abattoirs 

in Scotland project comes 
after groundwork done by the 

how to sustain abattoirs in remote 
locations.

told The Oban Times the support 
package with an equivalent value 
of £300,000 over three years would 
come in two stages - working up 
robust business plans with each 
abattoir then funding support to 
lever in more investment for capital 
projects such as chilling facilities.

He said: ‘Hopefully this will 
provide the right package for 
the facilities to get them more 
sustainable in future.’

The initiative is being delivered 
in partnership with each abattoir 
by the Scottish Agricultural 

and Scottish Business in the 

It aims to provide funds for 
improvements, business mentoring, 
and advice on developing market 
opportunities.

Support for staff training and 
apprenticeships, together with 
marketing initiatives to drive 
sustainable throughput, also forms 
part of the package. 

abattoirs, an estimated 20 per 
cent of all farm businesses - 2,162 
holdings on the islands - will 

people will be offered improved 
skills and job opportunities. 

Future
Prince Charles said: ‘It is 

my strong belief that with the 
generous assistance of the Scottish 
Government, these businesses can 
not only have a sustainable future, 
but can at last help capture the 
increased consumer demand for 

traceable, authentic and quality 
UK meat.’

Rural affairs secretary Richard 
Lochhead said: ‘The islands are 
important part of Scotland’s rich 
and diverse cultural identify and 
livestock farming plays a full 
part in underpinning the local 
economy. 

‘The meat processing is an 
integral part of this and I am 
delighted to match the support 
being provided by the Duke of 
Rothesay to assist the plants secure 
a viable future in the long term.’

Caledonian Marts 
Oban

Tuesday, when store lambs sold to a top 
of £69 for a Beltic from G Brechin, Upper 
Largie, Kilmartin. 

Mrs McCallum, Achna-Bheinn, Lochgilp-
head.

Leading prices per head:  
Lambs:  Suff: £68 Upper Largie, Kil-

martin, £64 Achnacreebeg, North Connel,  
£63  Torbhlaren, Lochgilphead, £62.50 
Ballimackillichan, Lismore.  

-
dachy, Connel,  £60 Burnside, Isle of Mull.  
Bel: £60 Acharonich, Ardfern, £56.50 
Upper Largie, Kilmartin.  

Chev: £59 Ballimackillichan, Lismore, 
£63 Brulin, Tarbert,  £52 Achadaphail, Isle 
of Mull, £51  Cailaich, Isle of Mull, 

Ardfern, £53 Ardachy, Connel, £50 Aird, 

£42 Invernahyle.
-

Suff: £54 Achna-Bheinn, £52 Achenreir, 
Barcaldine.  Chev: £48 Slaterich, Kerrera, 
£47 Ardnacross, Isle of Mull, £45 Quinish 
and Stalker Cottage, Isle of Mull.  

Mule: £48 Seaview, Appin,  £47 Pulpit, 

Glenaros, Mull,  £40 Kilbride, Balvicar,  
£35 Leachive Tayvallich. 

Caledonian Marts 
Stirling
November 26, had on offer 1855 Prime 
Lambs and 1178 Cast Ewes and Tups.

Leading Prices – p per kilo and £ per head 

& £74 Mains of Burnbank.
Also forward were Cast Ewes & Tups 

£3.18 on the week and sold to a top of £55 for 

-

United Auctions Islay
UNITED Auctions held their annual 
Christmas Sale of all classes of cattle at 
Islay Auction Mart on Saturday, when a 
catalogued entry of 552 head was easily 
cleared to a good following of buyers. 

Bullocks sold to average £743 per head 
or 235pence per kilo as against £613 or 
196pence last year.  

Heifers sold to average £686 per head 
or 233pence per kilo against £507 and 
182pence last year.  

Bullocks from Uiskentuie sold to £1,160 
per head for Limousin crosses and Kintra 
led the prices per kilo in this section when 
their Limousin Crosses sold at 305pence.  
Gartacharra led the prices per head for 
Heifers when their Charolais crosses sold 
to £1160 and again Kintra led the prices per 
kilo in this section with Limousin crosses 
at 280pence. Principal lots and prices: Top 

& £1,150 – Uiskentuie : £1,110 – Kilchiaran 

£1,010 – Eskinish : £1000 – Ballychattrig-
-

£820 – Balaclava & Dunlossit Knocklear-

£890 & £800 – Cladville.

-

Top prices per kilo:

-

-

– Woodend & Dunlossit Knocklearach : 
-

– Smaladh : 260p – Carrabus, Dunlossit 

– Island : 225p – Cladville.

-

-

-

& 243p - Knocklearach         

A SUCKLED calf from the Isle of Islay 
has been sold for a record £3,100 at the 

Bob Cunninghame, from Neriby, said 
his April-born Limousin heifer calf, 
Ciara, was the best calf he had ever 
had but admitted he was ‘absolutely 
stunned’ by the price tag.

Ciara won the suckled calf cham-
pionship before being sold to Aileen 
Ritchie, Tamala, Whitecairns.

The win made sure the class trophy 

returned to Islay, having been won the 
previous year by Eoin Brown, RSPB 
Aoradh.

Bob paid tribute to the late Ewen 
MacPherson, Benderloch, who encour-
aged him to show cattle.

Caledonian Marts auctioneer John 
Kyle, who sold the calf, said: ‘It is a 
record price for the suckled calf section 
by a long way. I don’t think we have 
ever sold anything above £2,000 in that 
section.

‘It was a big surprise, not least for 
Bob himself. It is a very, very good calf 

The 300kg calf is out of a home-bred 
Limousin cross and sired by Spittleton 
Drew, which cost 12,000 guineas. 

Limousin heifer from Wilson Peters, 

Jimmy Mulholland, Midtoun, for 
£4,700.

AS THE row over the 
distribution of Common 

payments continues, the Scottish 

it be given responsibility for 
distributing farm subsidies.

Scottish farmers are up in 
arms over the UK Government’s 
decision not to give Scotland 
the lion’s share of the EU uplift 
payments, despite the fact the 
payment is only received because 
of Scotland’s geography.

Now the SWT claims it should 

of money’, saying it should be 
diverted from direct subsidies to 
farmers and moved into schemes 

businesses and farmers’.
The trust says it would also 

like to see substantial uplifts 
in money going into agri-
environment schemes and for 
the so-called ‘greening’ of direct 
subsidies to be meaningfully 
implemented in Scotland.

Living landscapes policy 

Boost for island abattoirs 
as support is put in place

Tiree’s Joseph Williams has been named the overall winner of the 
AgriScot Business Skills competition. 

Wilson, said: ‘The outcomes of 
this consultation are vital for 
protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment and, if done 
correctly, could help declining 
birds numbers in species such 
as curlew, lapwing and kestrel to 
recover.

‘Greener farming practices 
will also have a positive effect 
on  Scotland’s ecosystems 
which deliver free services 
such as clean drinking water, 
healthy soils, carbon storage 
and sustainable food production, 
upon which Scotland’s people 
and the economy rely.

‘This is a chance for the cabinet 
secretary for rural affairs and 
environment, Richard Lochhead 
MSP, to give the Scottish 
agriculture sector a clear steer in 
the greener direction it needs to 
be taking in order to secure the 
long term sustainability of the 
industry and  to ensure that our 
widely praised food and drinks 
industry stays clean, green 
and healthy in the competitive 
international market.’

Tiree’s Joseph 
wins business 
skills award

Scottish Wildlife 
Trust’s farm 
subsidy plea

Islay suckled calf sold for record price
Newsdesk 01631 568000

Market reports

TO LET
Appin, Argyll area

4 bedroom, unfurnished 
farmhouse, on private 
estate with garden area 

around
Sorry no DSS, Smokers 

or Pets, References 
required

Tel 07970 916181
Landlord registration 

82119/130/15350
EPC Pending

TO LET - Oban

Close to all amenities, Parking

£475 pcm 
+ Council Tax and 
Bills - Excludes TV 

Licence
Fully furnished

Contact:
07789860721

Landlord Reg: 102853/130/09430
EPC: Pending

FLAT TO LET 
OBAN

Modern 2 Bedroom 
Ground Floor Flat.

£600 per calendar month 
plus Council Tax
No DSS, No pets, 

Non smoking.
Tel. 07850 084748 

Landlord Reg. 381954/130/26481 
(Pending)
EPC: C

FLAT TO LET
Dunollie, OBAN

1 Bedroom, ground floor 
with garden, unfurnished, 

storage heating, 
available now, 

£450pcm + bills
Sorry No DSS or pets
References required

Tel 07874 956014
Landlord Reg. 376501/130/13381

EPC: E

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



18 BUSINESS Thursday 5 December, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Housekeeper wanted – Lochaber (Spean Bridge area)
 Looking for responsible housekeeper to maintain a beautiful, private residence 

on a traditional Highland estate. The perfect candidate would be required to 
clean and cook for the owner when in residence. Ability to drive essential.

Regular duties would include cleaning on a daily basis, cooking duties, 
managing house provisions/shopping, and working within the Estate team.

and hours would depend on the candidate. 
There is also potential for accommodation to be provided.

Applicants should provide a CV to Bidwells, 
Carn Dearg House, North Road Fort William, PH33 6PP

Farms Manager
Loch Etive, nr Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the largest 
Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and Freshwater 
farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.

As Farms Manager you will be responsible for the day to day planning, 

with the Seawater Area Manager, the successful candidate will already be 
a Site Manager within the aquaculture industry, or an experienced Assistant 

Depending on experience, we offer a salary package circa £45k plus 

4.5kg.  This tonnage is expected to double within the next 2-3 years with the 

production in a separate geographic region.

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV to 

Marine Husbandry Vacancies
Isle of Mull

equipment and lead the industry in the biological control of sealice. We 

to enable rapid career progression. 

inexperienced candidates would also be considered for fast-track 
progression. Candidates must also be prepared to represent the Company 

including entry into the company’s pension scheme, occupational health 
programme, gym membership and cycle to work scheme.  Salary is 

bonus after 2 years.

Closing date for applications is Friday 20 December 2013. 

Farm Technician
Glenfinnan

Salary £17,454 – £22,144 plus overtime
We are currently looking for a Farm Technician to work at our 
freshwater farm at Glenfinnan. 
This interesting and varied role is focused upon all aspects of 
successful smolt production from the fry stage, prior to their 
transportation to our sea water farms.  Applications would be 
particularly welcome from individuals who have some experience 
in freshwater farming operations but this is not essential as full 
training and support will be provided.  
The position is based on a 40 hour week on any five out of seven 
days and the post holder would be expected to undertake over-
time as required in order to accommodate the needs of the 
business.  A full, clean driving licence is also essential.
If you would like to be considered for this 
role, please submit an application in writing 
with details of relevant experience, no later 
than 12th December 2013 to: Vicky Ferguson, 
Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 
7PT.

Female* Personal Support Worker
Part Time. 22  hours per week; £7.20 per hour ( £14,601.60 pro rata) Ref: OF623/150
* Qualifies under paragraph 1, schedule 9 of the Equality Act 2010

We are looking for a female Personal Support Worker to work in the Mid Argyll area .You will be 
working as part of the supported living and flexible services team within Mid Argyll and two of the 
people you will be supporting have described who they are looking for in a Personal Support Worker.
The first lady is a happy, fun and funny girly person with a good sense of humour. She is very 
bubbly and friendly and described as kind and helpful. She is a smart thinker, confident and a good 
worker who gets involved with others. She enjoys going out with friends and getting involved in 
activities. She particularly enjoys having girly sessions, cooking and baking, singing and dancing and 
playing games. She has a keen interest in fashion and likes to shop for clothes as well as groceries 
as she likes to keep fit and healthy. She likes to play games, enjoys singing and dancing and visits 
her local pub. 
She is looking for someone who is a good communicator, easy to talk to, good with others and can 
offer reassurance and make sure everything is ok. She would like someone who is fun or funny with 
a good personality who likes to make people happy. You should also be a good listener who takes 
on board what people say and be good at dealing with difficult situations. 
The other lady is good fun and enjoys various activities such as arts and crafts, sports such 
as swimming, walking, going to the pub for a game of pool, bingo, boccia and cooking. She is 
looking for someone who will take part in these activities with her and enjoy local in events in her 
community and possibly holidays. She is looking for someone she can talk to and will understand 
things from her perspective. She would like someone who is outgoing, a good problem solver, a 
good time keeper and someone who she is going to have fun with.
Both ladies like being out and about in the community and on day trips and being very sociable,   
this will include support with day to day tasks whilst ensuring their independence with such tasks is 
promoted and maintained as this is very important to both ladies. Both ladies would like someone 
who helps in their home and with daily living skills, including personal care, medication, day to day 
planning, managing finances and housework.
You will be supporting the ladies described above and possibly other people that we have 
identified you as a good match with. To be suitable for this role you must have a positive 
and flexible outlook to your work, and be able to work on your own and as part of a team.  An 
understanding and sharing of person-centred values is key to supporting both individuals to plan 
and work towards their outcomes. Flexibility is required as the hours of work vary and include 
evening, weekends and sleepovers. Experience is desirable although not essential, only the right 
attitude and values are essential.
Enable Scotland is committed to improving the lives of people with learning disabilities. We want 
to employ people who are prepared to make a difference in people’s lives and are willing to adapt 
to change to continually meet the needs of the people we support. 
We provide an extensive training programme, combined with a commitment to create career 
development opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive terms and conditions, 
including a contributory pension scheme.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

MID ARGYLL 

To apply please visit www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk
For any further information about this post, please contact 
stevie.sheard@enable.org.uk quoting post reference OF623/150. 
Closing Date:  Monday 16th December 2013.
We particularly welcome applications from disabled candidates and make our forms available in alternative 
formats. ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

HR MANAGER
MACHRIHANISH, NR CAMPBELTOWN

SALARY DEPENDING ON SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE
From our world class manufacturing facility site at Machrihanish, on the west 
coast of Scotland, we provide “ready to install” tower solutions for the onshore 
and offshore wind energy market.
We employ around 130 people from Campbeltown and the Kintyre area all of 
whom are dedicated to providing a high quality service to our valued clients.
Due to an internal restructure, we have an exciting opportunity for an experienced 
HR Manager.
Reporting to the Finance Manager, you will be responsible for providing 
advice, guidance and direction to managers and colleagues relating to Human 
Resources and Recruitment.  You will also be responsible for leading on the 
creation and implementation of HR policies and procedures.
You will be CIPD qualified or have equivalent experience.  Ideally, you will have 
experience of working in the manufacturing or engineering sector and exposure 
to working in a unionised environment.

To apply, send your CV and covering letter to hr@windtowersscotland.com, 
closing date is Friday 20th December 2013.

For further information, please visit our website 
www.windtowersscotland.com/careers

RECRUITMENT

2ND ENGINEER OFFICER
For service onboard their Lighthouse Tenders on a fixed manning rota – 28 days 
duty followed by 28 days leave.
The Northern Lighthouse Board – www.nlb.org.uk is the General Lighthouse 
Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man, responsible for the provision and 
management of marine aids to navigation – lighthouses, buoys, beacons 
and a precision satellite-based navigation service. 
Minimum qualification is a valid STCW95 Chief Engineer’s Motor Certificate 
of Competency, Class III/2 or Chief Engineer’s III/3 with endorsement up to 
6000 kW.  This is due to the requirement to deputise for the Chief Engineer 
on occasion. An electrical qualification would be an advantage, as would 
experience of diesel/electric powered vessels.  The successful candidate will 
require a valid unrestricted MCA Medical Certificate (ENG 1).
Flexibility and good interpersonal skills are essential, as is the ability to 
communicate at all levels.
The current pay band for a 2nd Engineer is £36,996 per year rising to £40,368 
per year depending on skills and experience.  Benefits package includes 
occupational sick pay scheme and career average occupational pension 
scheme.
For further details and an application pack please e-mail jobs@nlb.org.uk 
or write to: The HR Adviser, Northern Lighthouse Board, 84 George Street, 
EDINBURGH, EH2 3DA. Tel No 0131 473 3123 .CLOSING DATE Friday 3rd 
January 2014

AN ISLAND brewery has 
launched a crowd funding ini-
tiative which it hopes will raise 
£4 million.

And for as little as £80, the 
cost of a single share, anyone 
can be part of what the brewery 
is calling ‘the craft brewing 
revolution’. 

The share scheme has been 
launched by The Arran Brew-
ery on the Isle of Arran.

Managing director Gerald 
Michaluk said: ‘These are 
ambitious plans from an ambi-
tious company and we hope the 
people of Arran will get behind 

THE CHIEF executive of 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) is to leave the company 
in early 2014 after six years at 
the helm.

Guy Platten, who will take up 

at the UK Chamber of Shipping, 
said leading staff at CMAL 
had been a ‘privilege’ and the 
company was now established 
as a ‘key player’ in Scotland.

He added: ‘I am passionate 
about the contribution shipping 
makes to the islands, supporting 
thousands of skilled jobs and 
billions in the economy. 

‘The opportunity to lead the 
trade body that represents the 
industry to promote and help 
build on this is an exciting one.

‘I know I leave behind a talented 
and highly capable group of 
individuals, who will continue 
to strengthen CMAL’s role and 
I look forward to continuing to 
work with my CMAL colleagues 
in my new role.’

Launch
During his time at CMAL Mr 

Platten oversaw the launch of the 

roll-off diesel electric passenger 
and vehicle hybrid ferry in 

December 2012, followed by the 
second vessel of its class in May 
this year.

He has also commissioned 
the replacement Stornoway 
to Ullapool ferry, alongside 

harbour infrastructure at a 
number of ports, including Port 
Ellen on Islay.

Grenville Johnston, CMAL 
chairman, said: ‘The board and 
all the staff at CMAL would like 
to thank Guy for his hard work 
and commitment over the past 
six years. We are sad to see him 
leaving.

‘Guy’s contribution to 
the organisation has been 
immeasurable, leading us from 
our beginnings to the strong, 
solid position we are now in.

‘He has led an experienced 
management team, who will 
continue to build on his work.

‘We wish Guy every success 
and we look forward to doing 
business with him in his new 
role.’

The recruitment search for 
a new chief executive begins 
immediately and it is hoped to 

Platten leaves.

CMAL chief 
executive to 
leave after six 
years at helm

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

£80 will get you a share of 
island beer company

us in large numbers. Anyone 
who drinks our beer could 
make their money back in a 
year in discount vouchers.’

Mr Michaluk will issue up to 
50,000 new ‘B’ shares in his 
company, representing 4.76 
per cent of its share capital and 
valuing the business at about 
£80 million. 

Upgrade
He will use the cash to 

upgrade its brewery on Arran, 
develop two new breweries on 
the mainland – the Forth & 
Clyde Brewery and the Loch 
Earn Brewery, open Scotland’s 

micro-distillery and bottling 
plant on the site of the former 
Rosebank distillery in Falkirk, 
create a brewing school and a 
chain of beer bistros and craft 
beer bars. 

In return, shareholders will 
receive discount vouchers for 

at its guesthouse on Arran and 
the Drummond Hotel on Loch 
Earn.

Arran Brewery is following in 
the footsteps of Brewdog, which 
used crowdfunding to shift its 
brewery from Fraserburgh to 

Ellon and open an international 
chain of bars.

Meanwhile, the brewer has 
temporarily taken over the 
Pierhead Tavern in Lamlash on 
Arran while the owners look 
for a new tenant.

The pub, which closed several 
weeks ago, faced being sold off 
by owners Punch Taverns until 
the brewery stepped in.

It plans to stock the bar with 
its own range of beer and Isle 
of Arran whisky, including the 
Hofbrau lager from Germany 
which it distributes in Scot-
land as well as Isle of Arran 

whisky. A limited food range 
will also be on offer including 
stovies and hot dogs and there 
will hopefully be some folk 
music.

Step in
Mr Michaluk, said: ‘With so 

many community pubs clos-
ing and being lost forever, we 
decided to step in.

hand the impact that the closure 
of the Cameronia had on the 
tourist business in Whiting 
Bay, we were determined not to 
see this happen in Lamlash, so 
as no one else has come forward 

we had to step in and ensure we 
keep this one open. We will run 

to take it over, probably in the 
summer.

A spokeswoman for Punch 
Taverns said: ‘We are delighted 
to be working with Arran 
Brewery and protecting local 
jobs.’

And the brewery is pressing 
ahead with plans to open a pub 
in Glasgow to be called Arran 
on Hope Street by February, but 
in a new premises after it ran 

the original site.

SALMON farming in Argyll and 
Bute saw a £5million investment 
in the area last year, according 
to the industry body the Scottish 
Salmon Producers Organisation 
(SSPO).

The SSPO has said there are 
486 people currently employed 
by the industry in Argyll and 
Bute, adding that a trade deal 
with the World Association 
of Chef’s Societies (WACS) 
last year is helping grow the 
product’s reputation.

Such is the success of the deal, 
it says, that many prominent and 
international chefs are picking 

farmed salmon as their preferred 
ingredient. 

It adds that since the deal 
was agreed, 10million WACS 
members worldwide have been 
encouraged to use Scottish 
salmon in their restaurants. 

Gissur Gudmundsson, presi-
dent of WACS, said: ‘As chefs, 
using good ingredients is always 
very important to us. 

‘In this day and age, ingredi-
ents that are produced in a sus-
tainable manner play an equally 
important role and Scotland is 
well known for its pioneering 

and farming.’ Scottish farmed 
salmon was used exclusively 
by more than 100 world-class 
chefs in the 2012-14 Chefs 
Global Challenge, and Scotland 
welcomed some of the most 
prestigious chefs from All Japan 
Chefs Association (AJCA) to ex-
perience the unique environment 
salmon are reared - with several 
visiting Argyll and Lochaber to 

Closer to home, Scottish 
farmed salmon was the star of 
this year’s dinner menu at the 
annual Scottish Chefs Confer-
ence.Scottish salmon is in high demand with chefs worldwide.

Demand from international 
chefs boosts Scottish salmon
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Administration & Finance Officer
For Maternity Cover of up to one year for 

‘Survive and Thrive’

This work supports a multi-agency approach to assist 
those who have experienced domestic abuse and their 
children to become a survivor. 

AVA works closely with partners of the Against Domestic 
Abuse Partnership.

The project is funded by Big Lottery (Scotland) Fund 
This full time post of 35 hours per week requires an 
excellent communicator, organised and efficient with 
empathetic manner and an understanding of the issues 
who will also work to support the ADA Partnership.

For information pack and application form please email:  
kathleen@argyllvoluntaryaction.org.uk or telephone 
01631-564839.

Based in Oban or Campbeltown

The post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act

Posts will be open to women only. (Exempt under the 
Equality Act 2010 Schedule 9, Part 1) CV’s will not be 
accepted.

Closing date: Monday 16th December 2013. 
Interview date will be January 2014.

Argyll Voluntary Action.  Charity no. SC029947. Company no. 277345

Proposed Assignation 
of  Grazings Shares

Mr Alexander Stewart 
MacLeod, is applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign two of 
the deemed croft grazings 
share(s) that previously 
pertained to the croft at  17 
Upper Scotstown to Mr John 
MacDonald of Tigh na Feidh, 
Anaheilt, Strontian, Fort 
William

If you have an interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in 
writing or some other perma-
nent form to the Crofting Com-
mission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW (e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 28 
days from the date of publica-
tion of the advert.

Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would 
also be released under a Free-
dom of Information enquiry.

Proposed Division 
of a Croft by Owner-

occupier Crofter
Mr Alexander Stewart 
MacLeod is applying to 
divide the croft at  17 Upper 
Scotstown,  Strontian into 
two new crofts.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

Proposed 
Assignation of a 

Grazings Share(s)
Angus MacDonald is applying 
to the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
grazing share(s) pertaining 
to the croft at Druimdhu, 
Bunnacaimbe, Arisaig, to 
John David Fisher, of Tioram, 
Morar, Mallaig, PH40 4PB.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

Capable, cheerful office manager/
administrator required for fast 
paced, dynamic organisation.
Excellent PR and computer skills essential.

Full time position Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm.
Please send CV to balletwest@btconnect.com

Ballet West, Taynuilt. Tel: 01866 822641
CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

Mr M R MacEachen
1 Toigal, Arisaig & Moidart
0.202 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.46283

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTIONS 
ISSUED

Name, Croft, Extent/Reason, 
Conditions, Case number

C N Kennedy
2 Arinagour, Coll
0.088 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.45659
Conditions: 2(a) & 3 

C N Kennedy
2 Arinagour, Coll
0.034 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.45659
Conditions: 1, 2(b) & 3 

Conditions

(1) Purchase area within 5 
years of the date of direction.
(2) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) acquisition
(3) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

Farming Opportunity
An opportunity for an experienced, enthusiastic 
stockman, wishing to participate and take that extra 
bit of responsibility for running a farm.
Attractive financial package, comes with good three 
bedroom centrally heated house. Great prospects 
in the farming industry for a young enthusiastic 
stockman.

Stock 1000+ ewes and 100+ hill cows.
Apply with CV and references to:

Ewan Findlay, Daill Farm, Bridgend, Islay. 
Tel: 01496 810 266

training will be given, attention to detail, literacy and numeracy 

Please apply with CV and covering letter to Maggi Embelton, 

ACCOUNTS 
ADMINISTRATOR

LOCHGILPHEAD MEDICAL CENTRE
We have a vacancy at 

Lochgilphead Medical Centre 
for a part-time receptionist

This post would be for 20 hours weekly preferably 
working afternoons with a starting hourly rate of £7.13.  
The successful applicant should have good IT skills. 
Previous experience is desirable but not essential. 
For further information or for an application 
form, please contact Muriel McKenzie, Practice 
Manager on 01546 462002.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

13/03304/PIP Land 25m NW of
Camus-Na-Ha, Annat View,
Corpach, Fort William

Erection of new house,
stopping up existing access
and formation of new
shared access (renewal of
10/03001/PIP)

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/04052/FUL Land to North East of
Grianan, Spean Bridge

Proposed dwelling house
at plot no. 10 Spean Bridge
- amended design

13/04157/MSC 17 West Tirindrish
Spean Bridge

Erection of house

RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICES

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Port Assistant (2 positions)
Rate of Pay £9.00 per hour Ref 548-SB
40 hours per week
Oban Ferry Terminal

Applications are invited for the position of Port Assistant based at the Oban Ferry Terminal.

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day responsibilities. 
Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of passenger/vehicle tickets, 
cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working as shift and weekend work will be involved. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care.

The successful candidate must be able to commute to the Oban Ferry Terminal on a daily basis. 

If you are interested in this position, please respond by emailing your CV quoting reference number 
548-SB no later than 13 December 2013 to: vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk, or mail to

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Proposed Division of a Croft 
by Owner-occupier Crofter

Mr & Mrs S MacLean are 
applying to divide the croft at 
4 Murlaggan, Kilmonivaig into 
2 new crofts.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (email 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

Lorn Agricultural Society

AGM
Will be held on Thursday 19th 

December at 8.00pm
The Kings Knoll Hotel, 
Bealach an Righ, Oban 

All Welcome

Duncan Maccormick and 
Linda Macgillivray have 

registered their croft, 
2 Upper Scotstown in the 
parish of Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart on the Crofting 

Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 

may appeal to the 
Scottish Land Court by 

15  August 2014. 
Details of the registration 

can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 
21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATION2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02276/PP Formation of vehicular access, fencing/gate and 
hardstanding in connection with provision of 
replacement septic tank and outfall

Septic Tank West of Shuna
View Port Appin
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/02637/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West Of Tigh Na Crois
Portnacroish Appin
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/02690/PP Erection of decking (retrospective) Stonevilla Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute PA35 1JW

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/02691/PP Change of use from sports club (Class 11) to 
sports club and day nursery (Class 10 and 11)

Glencruitten Clubhouse 
Glencruitten Drive Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4PU 

Oban Area Office

13/02692/PP Change of use of pavement to form outdoor 
seating area

Pavement North of
17 George Street Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5RU

Oban Area Office

13/02713/PP Change of use from hotel (Class 7) to 
dwellinghouse (Class 9) and erection of timber 
garage

Lerags House Lerags Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4SE

Oban Area Office

13/02742/PP Alterations to facade Columba Hotel North Pier 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02743/LIB Internal alterations and alterations to facade Columba Hotel North Pier
Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS, 1985
NOTICE is hereby given that the Audited Financial Statements of Argyll and Bute Council for the year to 31st March 2013 
together with the Audit Certificate, is available for public inspection during ordinary business hours at the undernoted 
main offices and libraries of the Council.
The Financial Statements can also be viewed on the Argyll & Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Copies of the Financial Statements will be available to any interested persons on application to the Head of Strategic 
Finance, Argyll & Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 

Sally Loudon
Chief Executive

Offices of the Council:
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; Dalriada House, Lochgilphead; Hill Street, 
Dunoon; Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Rothesay; Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh; 
Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours).

Libraries of the Council:
Lochgilphead Library, Manse Brae, Argyll Street, Dunoon; Aqualibrium, Campbeltown; Albany Street, Oban; Moat Centre, 
Rothesay; Barmore Road, Tarbert; West King Street, Helensburgh; Main Street, Cardross; Primary School, Rosneath; 
Highland Avenue, Sandbank.
N.B. Please check with individual libraries for opening hours.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

HALF PRICE
digital 
edition of 
The Oban Times
details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

to expand its business in the year 

Scotland has allowed the 
Campbell family to upgrade their 

assisting with the purchase of 

been providing haulage and 
transport services throughout 
the UK for 80 years from its 

J Campbell currently provide 
haulage services for a range of 
Scottish based companies and 

The business was founded by 

Mallaig youngsters braved a panel of local business experts to pitch their ideas for a new product at a Highland-wide Dragon’s 
Den-style competition. And the pupils - whose company is called AnchorMe - came away from the Young Enterprise event with £60 

and some valuable advice on how to move their idea forward before an upcoming Christmas trade fair next month. YE Highlands and 
Moray Board chairwoman Linda Thomas said the dragons were ‘particularly impressed’ with the product ideas and presentations on 

the day.

NEW  released by 

Scotland’s slowest when dealing 
with business rate revaluation 

resolve as of September 30 this 

youngster at Easdale Primary 
School has continued running a 

shining business after head 

successful but other pupils have 

slates, which were sold at the 

-

residents have been calling the 
school in the hope of getting an 

up the opportunity to fundraise 
by turning their school into 
a cafe during English school 

raised around £200 to date and 

hope to continue with their 
Campbell remains very much 
a family business with both 

recent investment and his growth 

year for the company as we’ve 
expanded our client services 

instrumental in ensuring we 
continue to deliver a reliable 
service for our clients and has 
also enabled us to attract new 

hope to continue to grow the 

Scotland’s participation in the 

offers a range of affordable 

example of a local business that 

in growth that we’re witnessing 
in a variety of industries in 

has a wealth of experience in 
developing local enterprises 
and is committed to ensuring 
rural businesses receive the 

‘This deal comes at the end of 

to local businesses across the 

it expects all appeals to be con-

-

-
verclyde and Perth and Kinross 

but only by only a single per 

other authority in Scotland 
which didn’t manage to resolve 

-

has improved its resolution rate 

53 per cent of appeals had been 

-

ing, some have been referred to 

complexity, with the remainder 

representatives over a number of 
months and these appeals will 
be resolved either by negotiation 
or at hearings during November 

appropriate to go into detail on 

Shoe shine 

of the class 
Finance deal 
allows haulier 
to expand 
Bank lending lets business upgrade 
fleet and buy two new vehicles

Youngsters pitch ideas to business experts

-

become part of the company’s 

recent addition of branches in 
-

while all staff will be transferred 

Grafton GB takes 
over MGM Timber
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TOYOTA HILUX 
TWIN CAB

£5250 no VAT

2.5L Diesel 280VX, 04 plate, 87000 miles MOT till Sept 2014, 
Tax till May 2014, Witter tow bar and electrics. Fantastic, reliable 

truck ideal for the coming winter weather...

Tel: 01688 400566

KIA PICANTO ICE 1.1 
AUTOMATIC

£4000 o.v.n.o.

57 registration, one owner, 
tax and MOT one year, 10,000 miles

Tel: 01631 710388

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

KIA PICANTO ZAPP,
999CC

£2450 o.n.o.

September 2006, silver 5 door hatchback excellent 
condition,  only 17,000 miles, MOT to Oct 2014/taxed.

Tel: 0141 334 3208 or 
mobile 07850 534735

QUAD
FOR SALE

£1250 o.n.o.

Quadzilla Ram 100, brand new, 
black, full manufacturers warranty, suit 7-12 year old.

Tel: 01631 720322 after 6pm or 
07769516134

20%

60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k..........................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ......................................£11,950
59 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, E-pack, Alloys, Black .....................................£10,450
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Red, 58k .............................................£10,450
10 MITSUBISHI L200 4 Work, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, 4wd, Truck man Canopy, To Bar, Red, 57k .................... £9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, Alloy Mountain Top, Met Silver, Choice ............ £6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black.......................................................£5,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ..............NO VAT £6,450
10 NISSAN NAVARA ACENTA 190HP, DB Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Black....................................................... £9,750
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black....................................... £8,750
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles .................NO VAT  £5,750
59 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2 Double Cab Pickup. Manual, Canopy, E-Pack, Met Green, 25k .........................................£10,750
09 TOYOTA HILUX Invincible, 3 ltr, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Canopy, Good Rich Tyres, Black ............£10,950
11 FORD RANGER, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Manual, Truckman Canopy, 3 Ton Tow, Black .................................... £9,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................... £8,950
11 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 TDCi, 15 Seater Minibus, 6 speed, Epack, White .......................................................£10,750
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................... £7,450
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K ................................................ £7,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Crew Van, 6seats, E Pack, CD, SLD, White ................................................................ £5,950 
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White ........................................................ £6,850
57 FORD TRANSIT, 350, MWB, Single Cab, Drop Side Tipper, To Bar, White, 60K .................................................... £7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White ......................................... £7,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White ....................................NO VAT £5,750
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red ............................................... £4,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ................................................. £9,450
10 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, MWB, Crew Van, 6 speed, SLD, Epack, White................................................. £8,950
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White ............................ £8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White ................................ £9,950
08 VW CRAFTER CR35 TDi Crew Cab Tipper, 6 speed, Epack, Towbar, Green, 49k miles ........................................ £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER Combi Van 1.9 TDI, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White ................................................................... £7,950
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue ......................................... £5,750
08 VAUXHALL VIVARO, 2700 SWB Van, SLD, E-Pack, Roof rack, White, 60k .......................................................... £6,450
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice ........................... £4,250
60 RENAULT KANGOO ML19DCi, SWB, Van, Manual, SLD, Sat Nav, CD, White, NO VAT. ........................................ £5,250
54 JCB 528-70 Telehandler, Q. Fit Hitch, One Council Owner 4,000 hours ..............................................................£14,950

MOTORING 
CLASSIFIEDS

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CAMERON 
AUTO REPAIRS

I N V E R A R A Y

01499 302995

plant and commercial vehicles 

C

J.A

ALUMINIUM
CATAMARAN

£20k NO VAT.

Hull, Deck & W/House for completion. 
Easily driven design, has O.B. Pods, High Freeboard and offset wheelhouse. Windows and door 

fitted, rails made up. Some welding and final fit out req.  Email: corralok@aol.co.uk

Tel: 01475 568286   Mob: 074191 22404

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 

Landrover 90 or 

110, Mitsubishi, 

Toyota etc, any 

4x4 considered, 

any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

IFOR WILLIAMS
LIVESTOCK TRAILER

£2600

12ft long, 7ft high with horse partitions, 
suit 2 of 16 hand horses with cattle partitions and 

sheep deck with easy load ramp.

Tel: 01688 302941 eve.

£3600 no VAT

54 Plate
93,000 miles

MOT till Oct 2014
Tax till Feb 2014
Recently serviced.

Telephone: 
01546 603855

FORD
RANGER

£7000

2.5 Diesel, 57 plate,
MOT till 31st October 2014,

Full Service History,
Many extras, must be seen.

Telephone: 
01546 602601 / 
07990 516306

VOLVO V70 
SE-LUX D5

£995

02 Plate, 
3 door hatchback, 

petrol,
MOT and Taxed.

Telephone: 
07717 717728

(Fort William)

CITROEN
SAXO 1.1 
DESIRE

AUDI TT 2.0T FSI
QUATTRO SPORT

£18,000 o.n.o.

Coupe 3d 1984cc S tronic, 2010, 14,500 miles, blue, petrol,
automatic, MOT Sept 14, one previous owner, excellent 
condition, very reluctant sale due to relocation abroad,

may consider trade in.

Contact Tony 01292 312901

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2006 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.3 Diesel, 5dr, Silver 86,000 miles .....£2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.2  dr, Silver 61,000 miles ..................£2,750
2005 Fiat Panda, 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 40,000 miles ........................£2,675
2006 Vauxhall 1ltr, 3dr, Black, 87,000 miles ...........................£1,850
2004 Saab 95 2.3t blue 103,000 miles customers cars ...£1,275 ono
2002 Vauxhall Astra, 1.4 ls, 5dr, Grey, 89,000 miles  .............£1,275
2002 Chrysler pt Cruiser, 2 ltr, Red, 64,000 miles, t&t Customer Property ....£1,250 ono

VAN SALES
2008 Vauxhall Combo Van, 1.3 CDTi, Diesel, White, 
78,000 miles, ............................................................£3,275 NO VAT

30’ FREEWARD MARINE

£8,500

9.1m x3m x 1.3m draft Gardner 5LW - 78bhp. 
Lying ashore Greenock.

Tel 01475 721281 (Mon-Fri Office Hours)
Mobile 07770 543381

AUDI A4 AVANT
2.0LT TDI DIESEL, S/LINE SPECIAL EDITION

£17,750 o.n.o.

Stop/Start, Tow Bar, Special Order Paint, Sepang Blue, First Reg March 2010, 
Current MOT, Immaculate Condition, 23,000 miles(approx), one owner from new.

Showroom Price £18,995 SAVE £1245
Tel: 01631 710402 (after 7pm)

N.B Number plate 
not included in sale

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 

WE WONT BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE FINANCE 
SETTLED, INSTANT 
COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED
URGENTLY

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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blinds

mobility

health and wellbeing

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

contractors

kitchens & bathrooms

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oak

Caol K9 Training 
Lochaber’s Number 1 Dog

Training and Walking Service

Visit our website www.caolk9.com for full
details of our service. Contact Euan

Tel: 07971 853390  Email: e566@btinternet.com

Basic Training
Obedience Training
Agility Training 
Puppy Training
Dog Walking

Dog Day / Night 
Care
Home Visits
Dog Transport

pet services

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

DENNIS FIRE ENGINE 
Oban Fire Brigade, 
1955 die-cast model 
by Vanguards, boxed,  
£10 Telephone 00631 
564578.

BABY EQUIPMENT
ELECTRIC BREAST-
PUMP Medela Swing, 
excellent condition 
& a very good price. 
rrp £129.99. 2 phase 
breastpump, comfort-

The best on market,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
730606².
FISHER PRICE FLUT-
TERBYE DREAMS in 
great condition, from a 
pet free and non smok-
ing home, comes with 
new batteries,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 571069.
MAXI COSI FAMILYFIX 
CAR SEAT Base, vgc,  

£45 Telephone 01586 
553661.
MAXI COSI PEBBLE 
STAGE 0 Car Seat, 
vgc, black inc all acces-
sories and raincover,  
£49.99 Telephone 01586 
553661.
SILVER CROSS VEN-
TURA CAR SEAT in 
great condition, from a 
pet free and non smok-
ing home, charcoal 
colour, with instructions,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
571069.
TOMY DISNEY BABY 
COT MOBILE Pooh & 
Friends Swing Time 
Mobile, suitable for 0+, 
Excellent condition. 
Plays 3 relaxing & 3 
entertaining melodies,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
730606².
V TECH FIRST STEPS 
Baby Walker, push along 
pink 6 - 30 months, boxed 
as new,  £15 Telephone 
07795 180964.
WHITE GLIDER CRIB 
good condition,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01686 553661.

BICYCLES
ELECTRIC BIKE - CY-
CLAMATIC POW little 
used,  45km range 24V 
lithium-ion battery 17” 
adjustable frame 7 speed 
quick change Shimano 
gears still under war-
ranty,  £495 Telephone 
07810 898931.
GIRLS BICYCLE Raleigh 
Diva Suit age 8-13 as 
new,  £40 Telephone 
01855 831383.
KIDS BIKE WITH STA-
BILISERS  very small, 
black and red child’s 
bike.  A 12” frame would 
suit a 2 or 3 year old.  
Great bike for learning 
to cycle,  £30 Telephone 
01631 710110.

BUILDING / DIY
DOUBLE GARAGE 
DOOR dark brown, 
brand new ‘Up and Over’ 
approx 3960 x 1980,  
£1100ono Telephone 
07769 516134.
SCREW DRIVER KIT 
Cougar cordless/re-
chargeable 118 piece 
kit, complete in hard 
carry case.  All types 
& sizes of screwdriver 
heads. Standard/Phil-
l ips/Hex/extensions/
socket set incl charger. 
Perfect Xmas present,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
571106.
STEEL STORAGE 
CABINET 15 drawer, 
in very good condition.  
38” wide and 16” deep.  
Ideal for garage or shed,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
FORD KUGA TOWBAR 
Thule swan neck tow 
bar Ford Kuga 08 - 12, 
good condition,  £48 Tel-
ephone 01631 564300.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

BLACK SAFETY 
SHOES size 8, boxed 
and unused, bargain,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.
GENTS SHOWER 
PROOF JACKET Brand 
new farmer style jacket 
lined inside size small, 
an absolute bargain,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720382.

LADIES BLACK LEATH-
ER JACKET three-quar-
ter length with belt, lovely 
soft black leather, size 
14, in beautiful condition 
and hardly ever worn,  
£20 Telephone 07920 
487939.
LADIES WHITE DUFFLE 

style coat previously 
worn but in good condi-
tion. Perfect for this cold 
weather!  £10 Telephone 
01631 720382.
PURE SHEEPSKIN 
WAISTCOAT ladies size 
10, by Monsoon, never 
worn,  £30 Telephone 
07795 180964.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

WI-FI COLOUR PHOTO 
PRINTER Canon Pixma 
MP495 high resolution 
photo quality printer 
with Wi-Fi connectiv-
ity and built in scanner,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
711929.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE as new under 
guarantee,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01855 831383.

INTEGRAL FRIDGE 
FREEZER full length 
fridge freezer, good or-
der,  £49.99 Telephone 
07810 898931.
KENWOOD NEW YORK 
SMOOTHIE  Maker 
1500ml jug with tap, 
pulse and 2 speed op-
tion. Virtually unused,  
£20 Telephone 01852 
200256.

DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS good 
working parents 2 x 
black & white dog pups 
born 26/9/13,  £80 
each Telephone 07919 
313264 anytime or 01838 
400255 evenings.
PUDELPOINTER PUPS 
(Poodlepointer) rare 
German breed, two 
for sale, pick of litter, 
superb family gun dogs, 
upland game, waterfowl, 
falconry and stocking, 
vacs and vet checked, 
ready to go.  See www.
p u d e l p o i n t e r - c a p a .
com Telephone 01505 
612925.
REGISTERED COLLIE 
PUPS Black & White 1 
dog and 1 bitch parents 
eye and  DNA tested 
and chipped,  £300 Tel-
ephone 01397 712607 
after 6pm/Mobile 07780 
697320² anytime.

 FIREARMS
4 GUN CABINET steel 
cabinet with internal 
shelf.  Two 6 lever locks, 

£49.99 Telephone 01546 
830226.
CLAY TARGETS Box 
containing 148 Hepworth 
Clays,  £10 Telephone 
01546 830226.

 FURNITURE
4 X LIGHT WOOD 
and metal dining 
chairs. Buyer collects 
(Ardrishaig),  £49.99 
Telephone 07763 
120193.
BED BRAND NEW 
DOUBLE DIVAN com-
plete with 10” deep, 
luxury Orthopaedic 
mattress. Never used / 
still wrapped. Can de-
liver. Cost £399 will ac-
cept,  £150 Telephone 
07881 848038.
BROWN LEATHER 3 
SEATER SETTEE re-
cliner, very good condi-
tion,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 720240.
SOLID, LIGHT WOOD 
drop leaf table. 
(Heavy), buyer collects 
(Ardrishaig),  £49.99 
Telephone 07763 
120193.

GARDEN
GARDEN TABLE AND 
CHAIRS aluminium 
table (700 dia) and 3 
no. aluminium, chairs, 
buyer collects, call Mark,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
358653.

GREENHOUSE Halls 
make, 5’6” by 7’6”, buyer 
removes from site - help 
available,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 710508.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

JOHNNY G SPINNER 
Exercise Bike, Cost £350 
new, hardly used, buyer 
collects (Ardrishaig),  
£49.99 Telephone 07763 
120193.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

RADIATOR Ultraheat ver-
-

diator 1800 x 500. Perfect 
condition,  £49 Telephone 
01852 200256.
RADIATORS 2 Ultraheat 

-
diators 600 x 800. Perfect 
condition, two for  £49 Tel-
ephone 01852 200256.
RADIATORS 6 steel 
radiators, single and 
double panel, in good 
condition with mounting 
brackets,  £49 Telephone 
01852 200256.
WALL PANEL RADIA-
TORS 3 x 2Kw Dimplex 
wall radiators and 1x 
750w, buyer collects, call 
Mark,  £40 Telephone 
01631 358653.
WALL RADIATORS 5 x 
2Kw Dimplex wall radia-
tors, buyer collects, call 
Mark,  £49 Telephone 
01631 358653.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Pink & 
Baby Blue colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Con-
tact Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
3 LIGHT CEILING PEN-
DANT large ceiling light, 
painted metal verdigris 
effect, no shades, drop 
85cm x dia.58cm,  call 
Mark,  £10 each Tel-
ephone 01631 358653.
BLIND brand new and 
boxed deep pink, black-
out, plain. Very pretty for 

65.7cm wide x 115cm 
drop,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720369.
CHANDELIER 3 LIGHT 
brass effect 3 light 
chandelier, in excellent 
condition. Supplied with 

£12 Telephone 07920 
487939.
LIGHTING 5 x brass wall 
picture lights (600mm), 
buyer collects, call Mark,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
358653.
TV STAND 3 SHELF new 
condition, top shelf wood 
effect and 2 smoked 
glass with chrome legs. 
Strong, good quality and 
compact. Cost £50 new,  
£25 Telephone 07920 
487939.
DELUXE INDIAN

THROW for sofa or 
double bed. brand new, 
never used, bright and 
cheerful with striking 
design. Perfect present, 
cost £24.50, £12.50 Tel-
ephone 07786 327141.

HOME OFFICE
OFFICE CHAIR cream 
swivel chair,  brand new, 
cost over £80 not needed 
can send photos,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 720369.
WRITING DESK 4 draw-
er, beech effect writing 
desk (150 x 70 cm) and 

blue fabric, buyer collects. 
Call Mark,  £15 Telephone 
01631 358653.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATH MIXER TAPS 
SINGLE LEVER chrome, 
wall mounted, ceramic 
disc. Brand new boxed, 
shower hose connection, 

£20 each.  Telephone 
01631 770698.
VINTAGE BUTCHERS 
TROLLEY vintage style 
wooden kitchen trolley 
950 x 450 x 810 mm.  
On casters, has worktop, 
wine rack, towel rail and 2 
drawers,  £40 Telephone 
01631 711929.

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

HI-GEAR ATAKAMA 5 
Berth Tent, still in bag, 
unused,  buyer collects 
(Ardrishaig),  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07763 120193.

LIVESTOCK
BLACK ROCK PULLETS 
AND LAYERS Black 
Rock pullets and lay-
ers, genuine, free range 
reared, ready to go. Big 

Sale of Ex Display Poultry 
/ Waterfowl housing, 30% 
off all equipment, books, 
etc., Kintaline Farm, 
Benderloch  farm@
kintaline.co.uk  Telephone 
01631 720223².
BABY RABBITS FOR 
SALE. £15 a pair. 
Tel. 01631 710051 or 
07887560117

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk 

MARINE UNDER £250
BRIT IMP ENGINE small 
marine 4 stroke petrol 
engine and gearbox c/w 
Siba dynastart. For res-
toration,  £49 Telephone 
01852 200256.

MISCELLANEOUS
WHEELIE BINS 240 lts 
wheelie bins, 2 available, 
buyer collects, call Mark,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
358653.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO ACCORDION 
Scandalli  96 Base,  
excellent condition,  
£800ono Telephone 
01631 569692.
LINE6 LD400 bass amp. 
Great condition. £200 Tel 
07900048362 (Oban)

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

WETSUIT Marlin Pro 
Mesh Men’s shorty wet-
suit,  size large. Never 
used, black and red,  
£22 Telephone 01852 
200256.

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep your 
important documents safe 
from dust, dirt, tears and 
creases. A4-£2, A3-£3. 
Contact Krisp Print  Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES Custom-
ised to suit any style or 
occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 
& envelopes for £28.00. 
From Krisp Print Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

TOYS AND GAMES
CAR PLAYMAT brand 
new and packed. Ideal 
Xmas present for boys,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720369
CHILDS IRONING 
BOARD a beautiful 
wooden ironing board 
complete with iron. Perfect 
Christmas present for any 
little one,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720382.
DOLLS WARDROBE a 
beautiful wooden dolls 
wardrobe including some 
clothes. Perfect for any 
little girl’s Christmas,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720382.
WOODEN DOLLS HIGH 
CHAIR this is a beautiful 
wooden dolls high chair 
in immaculate condi-
tion. Perfect for a little 
ones Christmas present,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720382.

 WANTED
GALVANISED CORRU-
GATED ROOFING for 
DIY project. Telephone 
01586 810483².
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 
or 07787 991636.

Photography

stationery

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

tree services
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

Yvonne Sutherland, daughter of Charlotte and the late 
David Sutherland, Fingal Road, Killin, grand-daughter 
of the late David and Marjory Sutherland, Bunaltchan, 

Strontian and niece of Helen and Alan Cairns, Lochyside, 
Fort William, and George and Joan Bickerton, 

Craigname, Killin, graduated with  First Class Honours 
in Social Services.

Miss Holly Stafford, daughter of Andrew and Julie 
Stafford, Nottingham, great grand-daughter of the late 
David and Marjory Sutherland, Bunaltchan, Strontian, 

grand-daughter of George and Joan Bickerton, 
Craigname, Killin and grand-niece of Helen and Alan 
Cairns, Lochyside and Charlotte and the late David 

Sutherland, Killin, graduated with First Class Honours 
Degree in School Teaching

GRADUATIONS

MEMORIALS

BIRTHS

DEATHS
ANDERSON - (Bieldside). 
Very Peacefully at his home, on 
Tuesday December 3, 2013, Dr 
George Anderson, aged 88 years 
(formerly of The Macaulay 
Institute) beloved husband of 
the late Jeanette, dearly loved 
father of Graham, Colin and 
Jackie, a wonderful father-in-
law and adored grampa. Sadly 
missed.
BURGAR - Peacefully on 
November 27 at Lorn & Islands 
Hospital, Oban, William 
Frederick (Fred), beloved 
husband of Annie, dear dad of 
John, Stanley, Eric and Sylvia 
and a much loved grandad.
CAMPBELL - Very peacefully, 
at home on Saturday, November 
30, 2013 in her 107th year, 
Jean (née Connell), beloved 
wife of the late Bill Campbell, 
much loved mother to Bill 
and Peter and dear sister of 
Betty Paxton. Funeral will take 
place at Ardchattan Kirk on 
Friday, December 6 at 1.00 pm, 
thereafter to Achnaba Cemetery. 
All friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.
CAMPBELL -  (née 
McDougall ). Catherine Passed 
away after a short illness on 
Sunday December 1, 2013 
in the Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow, Catherine 
of Aldochley, Luss, beloved 
wife of the late Iain Campell 
of Toberonochy, Isle of Luing. 
Devoted mum to Ishbel and 
Lorna, much loved and will be 
sadly missed by all who knew 
her. Funeral service to be held 
in Craigton Crematorium, 
Berryknowes Road on Monday  
December 9, 2013 at 10.30am 
to which all friends are 
respectfully invited.
FERGUSON - Peacefully at 
Lorn & Islands Hospital, Oban 
on Friday, November 29, 2013, 
in her 85th year, Joan Veronica 
(née McDougall), much loved 
mum to Joan, Morag and Alex, 
mother-in-law to John, dear gran 
to Linda and Iain and great-gran 
to Cara and Evan.  Sadly missed 
by all who knew her.
MACCALLUM - Christabel 
(formerly of Spean Bridge and 
Kennedy Court, Caol), passed 
away peacefully in Moss Park 
Care Home on November 
29, 2013 after a short illness. 
Funeral service will take place 
today (Thursday), December 
5 at 11am in Caol Church of  
Scotland. Enquiries to John 
McLellan & Co, Funeral 
Directors, Tel 01397 702128.
MACDOUGALL - Peacefully 
at home surrounded by his 
loving family on Sunday, 
December 1, 2013, Donald 
MacDougall, beloved husband 
of Aileen, dear father of Allan, 
Karen and Graham, much 
loved and missed grandfather.  
Funeral service at St Cumin’s 
RC Church, Morar on Tuesday, 
December 10, 2013 at 1.30pm, 
thereafter to Beoraid Cemetery.  

Enquiries to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors.  Tel 01397 
702128.
McDONALD - Peacefully, 
on  November 30, 2013, at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, with his loving family 
by his side, in his 79th year, 
John (Ian) McDonald, 2 Gylen 
Close, Oban, beloved husband 
of Lily, much loved father to 
William, Graham and Lynn, 
much respected father-in-law 
and loving granda to all of his 
precious grandchildren.
McDOWALL - Peacefully 
at home on November 27, 
2013, aged 81, Jessie Stewart 
McDowall, beloved wife of the 
late Jimmy, a much loved mum, 
gran, great-gran and friend to 
many.  Sadly missed.
McISAAC - Peacefully, at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, on 
November 27, 2013, Duncan 
McIsaac, in his 83rd year, 
6 Glenbarr Cottages, dearly 
beloved husband of Mary, 
much loved father of Ian, 
loving grandfather of Gavin, 
Alexander and Jamie and great-
grandfather of Victor.  Home is 
the sailor.  Funeral private.
McKECHNIE - At the Lynn of 
Lorne Care Home, on Saturday, 
November 30, in her 85th 
year, Agnes Ness McKechnie, 
(Nancy), beloved mum of 
Fiona, mother-in-law to Alex 
and a much loved sister of Willie 
and Donald.  Very sadly missed.  
Funeral service to be held on 
Friday, December 6, at Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban at 1.p.m.

McLAREN - Peacefully, at 
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, 
on  December 1, 2013, in 
her 91st year, Janet Dorothy, 
(née Davidson), 50 Achlonan, 
Taynuilt, formerly of Craig 
Farm, Dalmally, wife of the 
late James McLaren and mum 
to Donald, Lorna, Ishbel and 
Alastair and a much loved 
granny and great granny.  
Funeral will take place on 
Monday, December 9, 2013, 
from Dalmally Parish Church 
at 11.00 a.m. thereafter to 
Balqhuidder Cemetery for 
interment at 1.30 p.m.  Family 

donations will be taken for 
Dalmally Church Funds.
McLEAN - Suddenly but 
peacefully with family at 
his side at Islay Hospital on 
November 26, 2013, Donald 
Milloy McLean (Don), aged 
67 years, loving husband 
of Margaret (née Fletcher), 
younger son of the late Duncan 
(Pate) and Jeannie McLean of 
Campbeltown. Sorely missed.
PARFITT - Peacefully, on  
November 26, 2013, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, Margaret, of 7 Dalriach 
Court, Oban.  There will 
be a Cremation Service at 
Clydebank Crematorium North 
Dalnottar, on Thursday (today), 
December 5, at 1.30pm.
SINCLAIR - Suddenly at her 
home, 19 Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig, with her family 
by her side, (Margaret) Louisa 
Sinclair, (née MacAulay), aged 
48 years, loving wife of Ross, 
much loved and adored mum 
of Adele and Scott, cherished 
daughter of John and the late 
Ann and beloved sister of 
Sheena and Hector. A much 
loved daughter-in-law, sister-
in-law, aunt and cousin to all 
the family. A good neighbour, 
dear friend and much admired 
work colleague to many.  
Funeral service will be held in 
Ardrishaig Parish Church, on 
Monday, December 9, 2013 
at 12.00 noon, thereafter to 
Achnabreac Cemetery.  Flowers 
or donations, if desired, to 
Ardrishaig Church Funds and 
local ambulance service.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
DUFFIELD - Judith, Graham 
and Susan would like to thank 
everyone who kindly sent cards 
and letters after Clarks sudden 
passing.  The support of friends 
and family is most comforting 
at this sad time.  Your shared 
memories remind us of our 
happy times in Taynuilt.
MACNICOL - Hamish and 
family would like to thank all 
family, friends, neighbours 
and colleagues for their 
overwhelming kind expressions 
of sympathy and support 
following the recent sad loss of 
Ishbel. Heartfelt thanks to Dr. 
A. Ward and staff at Mid Argyll 
Hospital, ambulancemen 
and all at ICU RAH for 
excellent care and attention.
To D. McDonald and staff for 
funeral arrangements and The 
Smiddy for catering. To Rev. 
Dr Ken Ross and Rev. Roddy 
MacLeod for spiritual  comfort 
and uplifting service.

MEMORIAMS
BARR (MRCVS) -  In lov-
ing memory of our dear father 
Willie, who died December 7, 
2012.
Sadly missed.
- Alison and Mairi.
DONNELLY - Katie Ann (née 
Morrison ). In loving memory 
of our dear mum and granny, 
who passed away December 3, 
2012. Remembering also with 
love our dad Donnie Donnelly 
(2002) and our late brother 
John Donnelly (1984).
Forever in our thoughts.
- Cath, John and family and the 
Donnellys.
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of Graeme, who died on De-
cember 3, 2006.
Precious memories always 
near
Keep you close each passing 
year.
- With love Dad, Mam, Scott, 
Kevin, Sarah and baby Cam-
eron, Ross and Asha.
GORDON -  David. Passed 
away December 9, 2010.
Missed every day.
- Jenny, Angela, Keira and 
David.
KENNEDY - In loving mem-
ory of our sister Anne, who 
passed away on December 2, 
2010.
Sadly missed
Always remembered.
- Kennedy family.
LAMBERT - In loving mem-
ory of my dear wife Joey, who 
died December 6, 2003.
The heartache.
- Jimmy x
MACEACHEN - In loving 
memory of Alister, dear hus-
band, father and papa, died De-
cember 8, 1998. RIP.
Together in the same old way
Would be our dearest wish to-
day.
- Margaret, Michael, Pauline 
and boys.
MACGILLIVRAY - In loving 
memory of Duncan, who died 
December 5, 2009. 
Treasured memories of a very 
special person
Always in our hearts.
- All the family x  

MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear father 
Hugh MacIntyre, who passed 
away December 9, 1970. RIP.
The years pass by
But memories stay
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Inserted by his loving daugh-
ter Flora.
MACPHEE - Treasured mem-
ories of our dear parents and 
grandparents, John (Jocka), 
who died on December 2, 2003 
and Angela (Angye), who died 
on December 11, 2010.
No tears, no verse, no words 
can say how much we miss 
you both
Love always.
- John and Rosie, Julie and 
Ronnie, Nicola, Toni and 
Craig. xx
O’BRIEN – Treasured memo-
ries of Valerie, a loving wife, 
mum and grandmother who 
died on December 4, 2010.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Billy and Louise.
O’BRIEN - In loving memory 
of Valerie, a special mum and 
granny. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
Sorely missed.
- Love Laurence, Olivia and 
Amelie and Lucia.
ROBB - In loving memory of 
our dear dad Duncan, who died 
December 7, 2012.
Forever loved and missed, al-
ways in our thoughts.
- David and Fiona
SINCLAIR - In memory of a 
dear wife (mein schatz) Carol 
T Sinclair, muti and granny.
Loved and missed very much.
- Inserted by her loving and de-
voted husband Charles, daugh-
ter Carolann, son-in-law Mark 
and grandchildren xx.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 8 December 2013

Advent 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion .....................08.00
Sung Eucharist ..........................10.15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

Holy Cross, Portnacroish, Appin
Evensong ..............................18.00

A cordial welcome to people 
from any church or none

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........................11.00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........................09.30

CHURCH NOTICES

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

REILLY - Alan and Linda 
are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their son 

Evan Robert at RAH Paisley 
on November 29, 2013.  A 
wee brother for Cara and 

Joan MacAlister and Bill 
and Kathleen Reilly.  Thanks 

to all staff at the RAH.   

Obituary

JOHN Mauchline was a col-
league of mine for more than 30 
years when we both worked at 
the Dunstaffnage Marine Labo-
ratory of the Scottish Marine 
Biological Association, now the 
Scottish Marine Institute of the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS). 

He was an international author-
ity on three groups of crustacea. 
These are mainly small shrimp-
like animals usually found near 
the water surface in the so-called 
pelagic zone. 

They play a very important role 
in the food web, being the main 
source of food for many species 

-
haps the best known are krill, the 
food of many whales species. 

The importance of krill as a 
source of food may be judged by 
biomass estimates showing that 
the populations can exceed 100 
million tonnes in the Southern 
Ocean. 

John was born in Central 
Scotland at Motherwell in 
Lanarkshire and attended school 
in Glasgow before entering 
Glasgow University in 1951 to 
study Zoology. The professor at 
that time was Sir Maurice Yonge 
F.R.S., F.R.S.Edin. who had a 

career, in particular as supervi-
sor for his Ph.D on the biology of 
the euphausiid Meganyctiphanes 
norvegica (one of the species of 
krill).

John’s link with Glasgow was a 
strong one. His father Reverend 
John Mauchline was professor 
of Old Testament language and 
principal of Trinity College, 
Glasgow. 

Latterly John was brought 
up in the University Square, 
mainly occupied by the profes-
sorate, and so must have been 

distinguished neighbours.
After the completion of his 

Ph.D he was appointed research 
biologist at the Atomic Energy 
Authority works at Windscale, 

Cumbria. 
There he monitored the disper-

sion of radioactive isotopes 

In 1962 he joined the staff 
of the Millport Laboratory, 
later transferring with many 
colleagues to the new site at 
Dunstaffnage, near Oban. 

He remained there from 1967 
to 1995. On his retirement he 
retained facilities in the labora-
tory and continued his research 
for several years.

Such dedication to his work 

was typical; John was well-
known for his strong, and 
enviable, work ethic, perhaps 
strengthened by his upbringing 

During his career he published 
some 100 papers on the ecology 
of pelagic crustacea. The steady 

-
spersed with magisterial reviews 
of major crustacean groups in 
the journal Advances in Marine 
Biology. 

These reviews established 
John as a world authority on 
crustacean biology. His original 
research covered a wide range 
of interests: anatomy, growth, 
feeding, development and repro-
duction. 

Later, with J.D.M. Gordon, he 
studied bathypelagic (deep wa-
ter) crustacea as a food source 

retained an interest in the fate of 
radioactive waste in sea water, 

in sediments and in animals.

achievements led to the award of 
the Doctor of Science degree by 
Glasgow University in 1972 and 
election to F.R.S.Edin. in 1982. 

He was promoted to senior 

1979, a promotion on merit 
beyond the top career grade and 
a recognition of his contribution 
to marine biology. 

He was visiting professor at 
the University of Tokyo in 1976 
and always maintained a close 
collaboration with Japanese 
researchers. For many years he 
was UK editor of the journal 
Marine Biology.

John always seemed to maintain 
a low key approach to life, but 
this belied his phenomenal abil-
ity to collate massive amounts of 
data and put them into digestible 
form. For example, his review 
on calanoid copepods (a group 
of small shrimps) refers to some 
2,300 publications.

He had several interests outside 

he had inherited some artistic 
genes since he was a skilful 
wood turner and painter in water 
colours. He was also a keen but 
not so skilful golfer!

He married his wife, Isobel, 

the Glasgow University library 
reading room, where the sexes 
were kept separate. Later, they 
both moved for a while to Ab-
erdeen. The marriage resulted 
in three children, a son and two 
daughters. 

Professor John Blaxter

John Mauchline (July 1, 1933 - July 22, 2013)

John Mauchline.

More than 30 children from the parishes of Fort William, Caol, Morar, Ballachulish and Roy Bridge gathered at St Mary’s R.C. Church in 
Fort William on Sunday to be confirmed by Bishop Joseph Toal of Argyll and the Isles in front of a packed congregation. 

Facial hair was very much in fashion as the Movember craze swept the country and Argyll folk were 
involved as ever. Staff from the Oban office of the Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate, 
formerly the Department of Agriculture, raised £1,500 for the Movember charity by growing a 

moustache for the month of November. The 10 who took part were inspired by colleagues who 
have been affected by cancer. The Movember charity raises money and awareness for prostate and 

testicular cancer and mental health causes. 15_t49movember01
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 FOOTBALLFriendly Match
Scotland 5

SAFL Select 1
OBAN Saints had four players 
in the SAFL Select team which 
took on the Scotland amateur 
international side at Colville 
Park, Motherwell last Sunday.

Marc MacCallum, Donnie 
Campbell, Myles McAuley and 
Lewis Cameron all impressed 
for the SAFL side although they 
eventually lost the game 5-1. 

The select boys were severely 
punished in the second half for 
some sloppy defending against 
their Amateur International 
opponents.

The game started so well for 
the SAFL who dominated for al-

the lead after Ally McCabe’s free 
kick was parried into the path of 

Ryan Halpin who dispatched the 
rebound high into the net.

This goal was no more than 
Halpin deserved as he was a 
thorn in the side of the interna-

half. He combined well with his 
strike partner Lewis Cameron.

Just before half time Scotland 
equalised after being gifted an 
opportunity by the otherwise su-
perbly organised SAFL defence.

Both managers rang the 
changes at half time with the se-
lect’s Sandy Buchan making six 
changes and this certainly made 
a big difference as his team were 
nowhere near as good as they 

The game turned the inter-

a well worked goal and then 
another gift from the SAFL 

defence. 
There was little chance of 

a comeback from the visitors 

although Donnie Campbell had 
a net-bound shot blocked. The 
class of the international side 
told later in the game when they 
knocked a couple of goals near 
the end to put a gloss on the 
scoreline. 

strikers was tremendous with 
Colville Park’s Div McKay scor-
ing a hat trick.

SAFL select manager Sandy 
Buchan was disappointed with 

half display.
He said: ‘We outplayed them 

half, and were by far the better 
team, but I made changes at half 
time to make sure all the boys 
got at least 45 minutes.

‘However, their class told in the 
end although the 5-1 scoreline 

Scotland boss Bruce McNaught 
was very complimentary in his 
appraisal of the SAFL Select and 

the toughest his squad have en-
countered so far this season. He 
and his assistant Gary Hamilton 
will now be keeping a close eye 
on the SAFL squad before pick-
ing the team for the European 
Regions Championship in June. 

Scotland have been drawn in 
Group B alongside Slovenia, 
Greece and San Marino.

Oban players impress Scotland manager

The Scottish Amateur League Select squad pictured before the match against Scotland. Photo John Rodgers, SAFA,

Saints prove 
too strong for 
Aberdeen
opponents 

FOOTBALLFoster Scottish Amateur Cup
Fourth Round
Oban Saints 6

Ellon 0
ABERDEENSHIRE side Ellon 
made the long journey south 
to Oban to take on Saints in 
the fourth round of the Fosters 
Scottish Amateur Cup, but 
unfortunately they travelled a 
long distance for nothing as they 
were on the wrong end of a 6-0 
scoreline and had no real answer 

who played some good football 
on the day.

The local side were without 
Mattie Rippon, Colin Carswell 
and Jamie Graham for this 
match, so Dene Cassells, Roy 
McLuckie and Sonin Kurishita 
came into the squad.

fell to Saints in the 10th minute 
when Lewis Cameron found 
Allan MacKay in the clear, but 
the striker volleyed the ball high 
over the bar.

bottom corner of the net.
The game was held up shortly 

after this when an Ellon sup-
porter collapsed at the side of the 
pitch. The ambulance was called 
and the gentleman was taken to 
hospital, but thankfully he was 
allowed out after treatment.

 Saints would like to thank one 
of their own supporters - Alex 
Carmichael - for his help in con-
tacting the ambulance service.

After a break of some 10 
minutes the game restarted 
and it was the home side who 

A minute later Dene Cassells 
made a good run from defence 
and fed the ball through to Don-
nie Campbell, but Ellon keeper 

save.
The home side had been 

pressing, but the Aberdeen boys 
looked dangerous on the break.

However, the deadlock was 
broken in the ninth minute when 
Marc MacCallum sent Craig 
MacEwan clear on the left. Craig 
found the perfect cross into the 
box for Myles McAuley who 
forced the ball home from close 
range.

Fluffed
Allan MacKay should have put 

Saints further ahead when he 
was clean through with only the 
keeper to beat, but somehow he 

striker was having one of those 
afternoons when little was going 
right, but credit to him he never 
let his head go down and kept 
plugging away.

Ellon fought their way back 
into the game and were looking 
dangerous and it took a great 
save from Saints netminder 
Daniel Cassells touching a pile-
driver over the bar to stop them 
from getting on level terms.

The home side increased their 
lead in the 36th minute when 
Myles McAuley and Craig 
MacEwan combined on the left 
before Craig sent a great cross 
into the box for Lewis Cameron 
to head the ball home.

Half time arrived with Saints 
good value for their two-goal 
lead with the next goal going to 
be vital. If Ellon scored then it 
would give them some encour-
agement, but if Saints scored 
it would be game over. Donnie 
Campbell killed the game off as 
a contest six minutes after the 
restart with a great drive that 
whizzed past the keeper result-
ing in the ball nestling in the 

were knocking the ball about 

the back.
Saints increased their lead 

in the 66th minute when Allan 
MacKay played Ross Maitland 
in and the wee man wasted no 
time in despatching the ball past 
a helpless keeper.

Ellon looked a dispirited side 
now, but credit to them they 
never gave up although they 

the home team who were play-
ing some excellent possession 

football. Two further goals from 
Craig MacEwan in the 69th and 
73rd minutes sealed an impres-
sive 6-0 win for the home side.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted. He said: ‘We scored 

half and probably should have 
had another two or three.

‘Ellon came back into the 
game for spells during the half 
but some of the possession 
football we played in the second 
45 minutes was excellent and 
we fully deserve to progress to 

Saints are at home again on 
Saturday, this time in the third 
round of the West of Scotland 
Cup. Their opponents are high 

Glasgow Harp. This could 

as Harp are one of the top teams 
in the Caley League.

The game will be at Glen-
cruitten with a 1.30pm kick-off 
with extra time and penalties, 
if required, to see who goes 
through to the next round.

Ross Maitland gets to the ball before Ellon defender Fraser Thomson before thumping it past keeper Greig Cumming. 07_t49saints02

Inverlochy primary children are keeping fit and active by running laps round the school playing 
fields as part of health and well-being week. All pupils will make a note of the distance completed 
until the total reaches the equivalent of a marathon - just over 26 miles. Above, P2 kids set off to 

add a few more miles towards the target. 20_f48inverlochy01  

THE annual Fraser MacPhee 
shinty tournament will be 
held in Lochaber High School 
games hall tomorrow night 
(Friday) at 6pm. The six-a-side 
round robin competition has a 
provisional start list of seven 
primary school-age teams - Fort 
William RC, Lochyside RC, 
Ardnamurchan, Ballachulish, 
Caol, Inverlochy and Lochaber.  
Glengarry may also enter.

Fraser MacPhee 
shinty tournament

Islay Golf Club

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

GOLF

LAST weekend’s results: 
Antonine 7, Under 13s 3. 
Saints goalscorers were Scott 
Mossman (2), and Rory Dowd.
Under 14s 0, Westerton 5. Under 
15s 5, Ardencaple 3. On target 
for Saints were Evan MacLellan 
(2), Arik McKechnie, Ross 
MacMillan and Liam Higgins. 
Cowie United 2, Under 17s 3. 
Scoring for Saints were Stephen 
McMullen, Rhys Cooke and 
Alan Buchanan.

13s v Ardencaple; Under 14s no 
game; Antonine v Under 15s; 

OVER  35s
Over 35s results

RESULTS of the Medal 
played Sunday 1 December 
- 1  J Docherty 85 – 19 = 66; 
2 K Johnston 76 – 9 = 67; 3 C 
Holyoake 73 - 5 =68.

OBAN Over-35 League results -
Sail Trim Coach 0, Teachers 3; 
Emergency 0, D&K Lafferty 1.

THE FIRST annual Finlay Mor-
rison Cup, an open singles darts 
championship, took place in the 
Tigh an Truish Inn, Clachan 
Seil.

The tournament, held last 
Saturday, had 53 entrants who 
helped to remember Finlay 
Morrison, a well loved character 
on the Isle of Seil, who died in 
March 2012. 

The event has been formed 
in his memory and any monies 
raised will be distributed to lo-
cal charities on the island. 

fought out in the latter stages 
with Neill Belshaw coming 
through to beat Ian Wyllie in an 

Findlay Clark claimed third 
spot by beating Tim Bowles in 
the third place play-off.

Top Lady went to Jo Campbell, 

stage, and top checkout was 
scored by Ian Wyllie (106).

DARTS

The arrows fly at 
Tigh an Truish Inn

SCHOOL SHINTY

OBAN Tennis Club decided 

season on Sunday when the 
women’s doubles champions 
faced off in the mixed doubles 

with Eddie Kenny, was on the 
opposite - and winning - side 
of the net from doubles partner 
Melissa Oates, playing with Ron 
Cordeiro in the mixed doubles 

The busy Oban tennis schedule 
has gone into winter in order to 

continuing to play outside the 
traditional tennis months. Inez Cordeiro, left, with ladies doubles partner Melissa Oates. 

TENNIS

Oban Tennis 
club finish off 
the season 
with mixed
doubles final

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£700

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

D Parlett, Linlithgow, West Lothian

H Pearson, Dalintart Drive, Oban



Sport

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong West north westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 9ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 4ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 5, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.51   0.1 06.52 4.2 13.19       0.7        19.08     4.0
Fri  01.38 0.6 07.37 4.1 14.09       0.8        19.53     3.8     
Sat  02.27 0.7 08.26 3.9 15.01       1.0        20.41      3.3
Sun  03.19 0.9 09.19 3.7 15.57       1.2        21.34     3.3
Mon  04.16 1.1 10.22 3.5 16.57 1.4         22.40     3.1
Tues       05.19       1.3 11.50 3.3 18.04 1.6 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.12   2.9 06.30 1.5 13.19 3.3 19.14       1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

3

4

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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LAST Saturday’s results: 
Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup 
4th Round - Campbeltown 
Pupils 3, Carradale 1; Oban 
Saints 6, Ellon 0; Premier 
Division One - Dunoon 2, 
Paisley 1; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 5, 
Dunoon Athletic 2; Division 1A 
- Tarbert 1, Inverkip Thistle 2.

of Scotland Cup 3rd round 
- Oban Saints v Glasgow Harp; 
Premier Division One - Paisley 
v Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division Two - Port Glasgow 
United v Dunoon Athletic; Divi-
sion 1A - Tarbert v Drumchapel 
Amateur Colts 

FOOTBALL

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fixtures Cardross 2

Oban Athletic 1
OBAN Athletic travelled to 
Cardross for this league encoun-
ter with only 12 players and it 
cost them dear as they ended 
up on the wrong end of a 2-1 
scoreline

by the visitors who had created 
chances through Scott Maitland 
and Martin Bonar and could 
both feel that they should have 
done better with the goal at their 
mercy.

A new centre half pairing 
of Iain Macinnes and David 
MacPhee coped well with every-
thing Cardross were throwing at 
them but Athletic were punished 
for not making the most of their 

Cardross opened the scoring 

Depleted Athletic lose at Cardross
on the hour when their burly 

a shot past Ben Pollock.
This was quickly followed by a 

soft spot kick as Iain MacInnes 
challenged for the ball. The 
Cardross striker retained pos-
session and had his shot blocked 
only for the referee to bring the 
game back for a penalty which 
was converted.

Lifeline

Athletic were thrown a lifeline 
when Dean Smith was brought 

Maitland converted but all in 

frustration.

the second half it was frighten-
ing. The effort was there but 
the discipline to be effective in 

of running without any thought 
and we needed changes but I had 
no one to call on as half of our 
squad were unavailable, most 

‘It’s frustrating, as we are go-
ing backwards but credit to the 
lads who travelled on Saturday. 
A few new players is what we 
require but that’s easier said than 
done.

weekend and will be looking 
to atone for what can only be 
described as a feeble defeat.

‘No one said it would be easy 
so we have to take the rough with 
the smooth and pull together as a 
club.’

 FOOTBALL

Oban Lorne 24
McLaren 13

OBAN Lorne gave their promo-
tion hopes a massive boost 
with a hard-fought win against 
McLaren RFC in front of a vocal 
home support.

The visitors from Callander lay 
just one point behind Oban be-
fore the match, giving The Green 
Machine a massive incentive to 
take the points in their quest to 
secure consecutive promotions 

But afterwards player-coach 
Corrie Louw admitted there was 
a touch of regret that his side did 
not secure the bonus point that 
would have put them on the coat 
tails of the league leaders. 

It was clear from the beginning 
of the match that the home side 
would use the tried and tested 
tactics of accurate kicking from 

scrum.
This soon put the visitors un-

der pressure and McLaren were 
penalised at the breakdown, 
gifting Oban a good chance to 
put points on the board. Craig 

momentum soon turned against 
the home side however. 

Green Machine grind out vital victory

A rampaging Calum MacLachlan breaks the McLaren defensive 
line. 15_t49rugby01 

 RUGBY

OBAN Celtic under-17s lifted 
the Richy Crossland Cup after 

-
chulish Shinty Club.

The cup, which was played 
for at the all-weather pitch in 
Kinlochleven last Saturday, is 
donated by the family of Richy, 
a former player who died in July 
2011 after battling cancer.

Oban Celtic captain Iain Mac-
Farlane was presented with the 
cup by Richy’s mother Cona and 

There were two groups, in 
group A Oban Celtic topped 
the table with Inveraray close 
runners up. Ballachulish A 
and Milngavie completed their 
group. 

Inverness and Ballachulish B. Cona Crossland presents the Richy Crossland Cup to Oban Celtic captain Iain MacFarlane.

Celtic defeat Inveraray to win Richy Crossland Cup
YOUTH SHINTYKyles Athletic lost to Oban 

and Inveraray won the second 

match too many with the Oban 

team winning 1-0.
Fraser MacMillan of Oban 

Celtic was chosen as player of 
the tournament by a panel of 
judges that watched the games 
throughout the day.

Ballachulish Shinty Club 
thanked all the teams and 
coaches and Grant MacKenzie 
for refereeing all day.

Camanachd 
Association AGM
THE Camanachd Association 
Annual General Meeting took 
place on Friday 29 November, 

Representatives from 22 
member Clubs and Associa-
tions were in attendance, with 
a further eight represented 

strength on the night was 30 
members.

There were two special 
resolutions put forward by the 
board to voting member clubs 
and associations by the CA 
board. These motions require 
not less than three quarters 
of the members present (in 

progress, i.e. a minimum of 23 
votes in support:

1. President’s term: Moving 
the date of the AGM to the last 
Friday in November created 
a short-term inconsistency 
with the term of the current 
president and the process 
surrounding the election of 

this problem the board of the 
Camanachd Association, with 
legal advice from Harper 

the president’s current term 
by seven months to November 
2014.  Support for this was 

and was therefore approved.
 2. Pilot schemes: In recogni-

by members following the pilot 
of rolling substitutes during 
the 2011 playing season, the 

to pilot possible rule changes 
within competitions for a 
limited period, prior to a formal 
vote of members via a special 
resolution at a general meeting.  
This received the support of 
only 17 members and was 
therefore not approved.

Other votes taken on the 

were: The Camanachd Referees 
Association proposed increas-
ing their match fee from £30 to 
£40.  They did not receive the 
required 50 per cent support for 
this from voters and therefore it 
was not approved. 

The entry fee for National 
Division One was approved at 
£65 per team.

There were three directors 
positions up for election; Jim 
Barr, Callum Duff and Daniel 
Palombo.  All three were ap-
proved as directors.

Donnie MacNiven from 

was approved as a Camanachd 
Association Member of Honour.The team pictured after winning the title of Queens of the Sevens.  

A GROUP of rugby girls have 
become the pride of Oban after 
winning the National Girls Sev-
ens in Edinburgh against more 

Oban High School’s under-15 
girls were named Queens of 
the Sevens at Broughton Rugby 

-

The girls had entered the 
national sevens tournament in 
the schools section, which ran 

competition and an ‘emerging 
teams’ section.

The Oban squad had to win a 
regional competition just to be 
entered in to the schools cup but 

with convincing wins against 

The proud Oban High School under-15 girls sevens team pictured outside the school. 15_t49rugbygirls03

Oban High 
School girls 
are Queens
of  the Sevens

GIRLS’ RUGBY
on their way to winning the 
National Schools Sevens title. 

Sevens section and favourites 
for the overall title.

At full time the scoreline was 
locked at two tries apiece. The 
game then went to sudden death 
and after a fantastic team effort, 
Jade Dowell scored the winning 
try to give the Oban girls an-
other national title to be named 
Queens of the Sevens.

Active Schools co-ordinator 
Karen MacCorquodale, who 
helps run the team, said: ‘This is 
a major achievement for the girls 
and for the school.

Boroughmuir, Auchterarder 
and St Columba’s High School, 
losing only one game to eventual 

Stuart Davies, George Ham-
ilton, Ryan Cooke and Gordon 
Shearer helped to coach the 
teams, who were backed by a 

with just the schools title but 

just shows how talented this 
team is.

‘They showed great determina-
tion and bravery and their titles 
are just reward for the hours 
they put in at training. They are 
a great bunch of girls and a joy to 
work with.’

The schools under-15 ‘B’ 
squad were entered in to the 
competition for emerging teams 

considering it was some players’ 

group and enjoyed wins against 

travelling support.
Oban High School’s under-15s 

in the Brewin Dolphin Cup. 

tie against Auchterarder, who 
shared the trophy with Langholm 
last season.

McLaren, who are known for 
their toughness, began to take 
the game to Oban. Some missed 
tackles and basic handling errors 
gifted McLaren some space, al-
lowing them to run in a soft try. 

to give the visitors a four-point 
advantage.

Going behind seemed to be a 
wake-up call for the slumbering 
giant Green Machine pack as 
their physicality soon became 
the key to regaining control of 
the match. Tommy Sutherland’s 

causing his opposite number 
problems as Oban came back 
into the game.

Eventually the familiar sight of 
South African Louw controlling 
the ball deftly at the back of the 
scrum allowed the home side, 

of the game. 

second conversion, Oban led 
10-7 over their opponents. 

But as Oban were gaining mo-
mentum, Oban’s Cammy Smith 
was unfortunate to be given a 
yellow card after an altercation 
with a McLaren player. The twin 
had reacted after brother Struan 
seemed to be the victim of an 
off-the-ball incident.

As the second half opened, 
Lorne went down to 13 men 
as Calum MacLachlan was 
penalised for an alleged shoulder 
charge. McLaren kicked success-
fully from the penalty, levelling 
the scores but the stretched Oban 

with continued domination at 
the scrum, The Green Machine 
could sense that victory was 
within their grasp. As they 
heaped on the pressure, the ball 
eventually bobbled free across 
the line, only to be pounced 

upon by scrum half Graham 
MacEachan.

Struan Smith then capitalised 
on a mistake by the visiting 
scrum half to blast through the 

match.

successfully to complete the 
scoring. 

Oban Lorne travel to second-
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A MALLAIG man has claimed 
he was the victim of a vicious 
early morning assault in the 

a broken jaw and bruised ribs. 
Gregor MacIntyre said he was 

hospitalised after being attacked 
in an alley off Davie’s Brae after 
drinking in the nearby Clachan 
Inn with family and friends.

Mallaig men Donnie Dempster, 
Lewis MacDonald and Samuel 
Sean Robertson all laid into him, 
he told Fort William Sheriff 
Court.

‘Two of the boys grabbed me 
and pulled me to the ground and 
started kicking me repeatedly,’ 
he said.

‘I was lying on my back with 
my arms up to protect my face. 
I kept telling them ‘get off me’. 
My brother [Ewan] came in and 
pulled them off me.’

Mr MacIntyre denied any 
‘interaction’ with the accused in 
the pub beforehand.

‘The only time I seen them 
was when I went to the bar for a 
drink,’ he said.

But under cross-examination 
from Gerry Sweeney, defending 
MacDonald, Mr MacIntyre 
admitted telling MacDonald to 
‘go outside’ so he could ‘have a 
quiet word’ with him after a row 

THERE were mixed feelings 
in Roy Bridge on Tuesday 

opened following the retiral of 
sub-postmaster Chris Bond last 
month.

The branch, housed in Roy 
Bridge Village Hall, had been 
closed for around a week and 
is now being run as an outreach 
service by Sandy and Manjit 

Kai’s design is best 
games badge
A PORTREE Primary School 
boy has won a national contest 
to design the Commonwealth 
Games badge for Scouts 
Scotland.

P4 pupil Kai Purdy, who is a 
Beaver with the organisation, 
took top prize in the Scottish 
Scouting Commonwealth 
Legacy competition.

Kai’s imaginative winning 
entry could now be worn on the 
shirt of every Scout in Scotland.

Head teacher John Finlayson 
said of the eight year-old’s 
success: ‘I think it is a fantastic 
achievement and everyone is 
pleased and excited that Kai’s 
design will be worn by all the 
cubs, beavers and scouts in 
Scotland in 2014.’

PARENTS, pupils and staff at Banavie 
Primary School enjoyed an afternoon of 
music, songs, poems and dance to celebrate 
St Andrew’s Day on Friday.

And the ceilidh in the school hall 

went down a storm thanks to a varied 
programme of entertainment organised by 
P4/5 enterprise group 2013. Tasks included 
going round all classes to ask them to do a 
‘turn’, asking the lunch ladies to prepare 

traditional Scottish fare, learning Gaelic and 
presenting a St Andrew’s assembly. Among 
the songs performed were ‘Ye Canne Shove 
Yer Grannie Aff a Bus’, The Skye Boat Song 
and ‘My Maw’s a Millionaire’.

over a spilt drink. That earned 
him a reprimand from Sheriff 
Noel McPartlin, who stopped 
proceedings to warn him: ‘I 
could charge you with contempt 

sentenced to jail.’
Mr Sweeney then challenged 

Mr MacIntyre: ‘Do you expect 
everyone here to believe that? 
You wanted to hit him didn’t 
you? You wanted to thump him. 
You thought you could take him 
outside where nobody could 
see you and take advantage of a 
drunk man.’

‘What does that have to do with 
it? It’s got nothing to do with the 
case,’ said Mr MacIntyre, who 
became agitated. 

‘Answer the question,’ Mr 
Sweeney said. 

‘I’m not answering it, I’m not 
answering any more of your 
questions,’ said the witness, who 
was now reduced to tears.

The sheriff warned the witness: 
‘You brought this case to us. It 
is not your decision what can 
or can’t be asked. If a question 
is not allowed, I’ll make that 
decision.’ 

Earlier in the proceedings, Mr 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON

MacIntyre told how his father 
Hugh was assaulted down the 
hill at East Bay shortly after the 
Davie’s Brae altercation.

He said: ‘Sammy Sean hit my 

Samuel Sean Robertson, 20, 
of 11 Gordon Brown Place, 
and Lewis MacDonald, 21, of 
Fionn Fraoch, Fank Brae, deny 
assaulting Gregor MacIntyre by 
repeatedly kicking him on the 
head and body, all to his severe 
injury, on September 9 last year. 

Robertson also denies 
assaulting Mr MacIntyre by 
pushing him on the body and 
tripping him up.

He further denies punching 
Gregor’s father Hugh MacIntyre 
repeatedly on the head at East 
Bay, Mallaig. 

He has lodged a special plea of 
self defence that Mr MacIntyre 
assaulted him.

Donnie Dempster, 19, of 10 
Blaven View, denies assaulting 
Gregor’s brother Ewan 
MacIntyre by punching him on 
the head.

A fourth man, Fort William 
footballer and Oban butcher 
Sean Grant, 23, earlier admitted 
punching Gregor MacIntyre, his 
cousin, on the head at East Bay.

The case was continued to 
February 7. Sentence was 
deferred on Grant until then.

Banavie St Andrew’s Day Ceilidh stars: from left, Lewis Sangster, Jamie MacDonald, Max Kelly, Ryan MacLeod, Caitlin MacGillivray, Ben 
MacDonald and Roslyn Campbell. 20_f49ban01

Sheriff court 
hears Mallaig 
assault claims
Man claims ‘boys grabbed me’

Pupils hit all the right notes on St Andrew’s Day

Artistic talent: Portree Primary School Kai Purdy shows off his winning 
design. 

Paterson of Inverlochy Post 

The outlet, which under Mr 

a week from 9am to 12pm, will 
now open for just two hours, from 
2pm to 4pm every Tuesday.

Local resident Mhairi Ross 
welcomed the re-opening - but 
warned the curtailed times could 
pose problems. 

She told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
disappointing it’s open for such a 
short space of time. 

‘It is very restrictive for folk. 
One afternoon a week is hardly 
very handy, especially for 
collecting parcels.’ 

Services

range of services would be 
available with the addition of 

Euro On Demand Bureau de 
Change facilities.

Field change advisor David 
Duff said: ‘Our priority is to 

the longer term and establishing 
this hosted service presents the 
best possible solution as it will 
allow us to restore access to 

Bridge area.’

Climber boosts 
Glencoe rescue 
team funds 
GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team (GMRT) has received 
another funding boost 
following the theft of expensive 
equipment last month.

Fife climbing enthusiast 
Steve Miller hopes to raise 
£1,000 from sales of calendars 
featuring his Border collie 
Blaze in Glencoe’s mountains.

GMRT member Linda 
MacEwan said: ‘It’s the public 
donations and funds raised by 
amazing people like Steve that 
ensures we have enough to 
allow us to continue to provide 
this vital service.’ 

 See new Glencoe team base 
planned, page 3.

Festive fun and frolics 
at group fundraiser

FORT WILLIAM-based 
Music Shed Community Choir 
will lead a carol service at St 
Andrews Church Hall in the 
town next Tuesday at 6.30pm to 
celebrate World Choral Day.

UPPER Achintore Regeneration Group 
in Fort William is holding its annual 
Christmas fundraiser in the local 
primary school tonight (Thursday).

Starting with a concert and carol 
singing with Lochaber Wind Band 
at 6.30pm, the event will then move 
into the school for a craft and food 
fair in the school hall, with snacks and 

‘Up the Hill’ group chairperson Jackie 
Carswell said: ‘This is the perfect place 
to start your Christmas shopping and 
support your local community. 

‘We’re looking for an even bigger 
turnout than last year when more than 
300 attended. Everyone is welcome, and 
entry is free.’

Upper Achintore’s Christmas tree was 

to be lit after Highland Council staff 
installed the lights last Friday.

CROFTERS are being warned 
to be on their guard against 
paying out unnecessary fees 
to ‘professional advisors’ 
offering assistance with croft 
registration.

Scottish Crofting Federation 
(SCF) members have reported 

claiming registration is now a 
compulsory legal requirement 
after the voluntary period 

The concert follows a 
performance of Christmas 
carols at Kilmonivaig Church in 
Spean Bridge on Tuesday night 
proceeds from which will go to 
Lochaber Food Bank.

ended on November 30. But 
SCF chairman Derek Flyn 
stressed lodging mapped croft 
boundaries with the Crofting 
Commission remained voluntary 
- unless changes of use were 
planned. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘We thought we should 
put out a warning that there is 
no need to employ professionals. 
Companies touting for business, 
who imply that their services 

are urgently needed, are being 
disingenuous. Only if you apply 
to the Crofting Commission to 
do anything - to assign, develop 
your croft or decroft for a house 
site for example, do you need to 
provide a statement showing the 
boundaries of your croft.

‘Only if you make such an 
application does it becomes a 
‘trigger event’ for compulsory 
registration - yet we are 

informed people are being told 
as from December 1 all crofters 
must have a map drawn and 
submitted.’

He added: ‘We are very much 
aware the cost of registration is 
falling on tenants and occupiers 
rather than on estate landlords.

‘We have been speaking to 
the Registers of Scotland and if 
crofters contact them, for a small 
fee they will be sent a portion of 

an OS map on which the can 
draw their croft boundaries.’

Mr Flyn said ‘in most cases’ 
crofters can mark their own 
boundaries on a map supplied by 
RoS and there was no necessity 
to employ anyone to do this. 

‘Problems can be avoided 
by crofters talking to their 
neighbours and preferably 
drawing maps as a community,’ 
he said.

World Choral Day carol service

Lochaber nurse 
takes the helm of 
patients group
A LOCHABER nurse has 
emerged as the co-ordinator 
for Patients First Scotland 
-   a group of medical personnel 
dedicated to highlighting risks 
to patient care and safety inside 
the NHS. 

Annie Norman, a staff nurse 
at Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, was at the Scottish 
Parliament last Wednesday to 
raise awareness of the group’s 
activities. 

Health Secretary Alex Neil, 
MSPs, representatives from the 
Royal College of Nursing, the 
British Medical Association 
and the General Medical 
Council also attended the event, 
co-hosted by Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch MSP Dave 
Thomson.

Ms Norman, from Spean 
Bridge, told The Oban Times:
‘Whilst this is a national 
campaign to support all those 
raising concerns about risks 
to patient care and safety it is 
something that is at the heart of 
all good patient care wherever 
you are nursing.’ 

Mr Thomson said: ‘This is 
a very special organisation 
which will help to deal with the 
problems of whistle-blowing 
and bullying in NHS Scotland.

‘Annie Norman is to be 
commended in coming to the 
fore to help develop Patients 
First in Scotland as it is not 
easy putting your head above 
the parapet to deal with such 
matters.’ 

The UK-wide Patients First 
campaign developed after the 
death of Baby P in 2007. 
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CHRISTMAS festivities started in style in 
Fort William on Saturday with The Rotary 
Club of Lochaber Christmas Festival in the 
Nevis Centre. 

The main event included a 74-stall designer 

busker’s corner and activity displays.
Santa’s sleigh with little elves, Fort William 

girls Charlize Barron from Inverlochy  and 

Margaret Cummings from Achintore Road, 
made their arrival at 11am.

Rotary president John Rosie said: ‘It 
was a very successful day and started the 
Christmas season in the best way.

Support
‘I would like to thank everyone for their 

support, including Ferguson Transport 
(Spean Bridge) Ltd, the main sponsor of 

the day, Highland Council for supporting 
the club throughout the event and Lochaber 
Housing Association for helping with costs.

He added: ‘The event attracted a large 
crowd and we hope to do the same next 
year.’

Well over £2,000 was raised on the day, 
all of which will be used to support local 
charities and worthwhile causes.

GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team was left shell-shocked 
when almost £12,000 of 
vital equipment was stolen last 
month.

But the cynical thefts prompted 
a re-think - and now a new 
extension to the team’s base in 
Glencoe village could be up and 
running by Easter.

The move will mean vehicles 
and vital kit will be housed in 
one building - only yards from 
Glencoe Police Station.

The extension will cost around 
£45,000 and GMRT is now in 
the process of trying to raise 
money by applying for funding 
from various bodies.

The team had been using a 
remote former ambulance depot 
next the old Glencoe Hospital for 
storage until the thefts.

Its location - in secluded 
woodland a mile away from base 
- allowed thieves to steal a quad 
bike, radios and other gear over 
two successive nights.

Meanwhile, donations - mostly 
from local people and businesses 

were presented with their awards 
in the pub at the foot of Ben Nevis 
on Friday.

The informal celebration at 
the Ben Nevis Inn concluded 
the Outdoor Capital of the 
UK’s inaugural Lochaber Ideas 
Week, which aimed to boost 
entrepreneurship and business in 
the area.

Overall winner of the 
competition - inspired by BBC’s 
Dragon’s Den - was ‘Fuze 
Ceremonies’, a humanist wedding 
planning company set up by 
Arisaig-based Ann Widdop.

£1,000 cash, £1,000 worth of 
website design and hosting 

from LamontDesign, Fort 
William Chamber of Commerce 
membership and business 
mentoring from Business Gateway.
Gourmet Guides, established 
by West Highland College UHI 
adventure tourism management 
student Kieran Laureston, earned 
£1,000 from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise. 

Cheese Weasels Cuisine, 
conceived by four Lochaber High 
School pupils as a novel approach 

Blog: An Appetite for Lochaber’ 
- set up by Fort William woman 
Morag Aitken to promote the area 
as more than just an ‘extreme’ 
sports destination - were also 
commended.

have poured in, team leader John 
Grieve told The Oban Times.

He said: ‘We have never had a 
lot of support from companies 
before apart from local busi-
nesses having charity boxes 
- most of our funding has come 
in from outside. But now we 
have proper money coming in, 
because it upset local people that 
somebody nicked vital equip-
ment. It has really struck a chord.
People have been coming up and 
saying ‘here’s £25’ - we must 
have taken in between £5,000 
and £6,000. That will just about 
cover the insurance shortfall for 
what we lost and we are already 
looking a getting a new quad 
bike.’

He added: ‘We are going ahead 
with a planning application to 
the council for a new extension 
to the building so we can have 
everything in the one area and 
not rely on a remote garage.

‘We could have these lodged 
within two weeks. We are look-
ing at a seven or eight week build 
and if everything goes alright we 
should have it ready for Easter.

‘The extension will have a 
garage that will take one of 
our four-wheel-drive vehicles 
and two quad bikes. It will also 

give us a lot of extra storage. It 
will make a lot of sense having 
everything under one roof.’

Highland Titles Charitable 
Trust for Scotland, which man-
ages woodland estates in Loch-
aber and Appin, gave £1,000 
towards the cash target.

Spokesperson Stewart Borland 
said: ‘I couldn’t believe it when I 
read the report of the robbery in 
The Oban Times – it’s like steal-
ing from a pensioner or a hospital 
– why would anybody do that? 
The vital work these guys carry 
out all year and in all weathers 
deserves not just our respect but 
our support and we’re happy to 
make this donation to them. I 
hope more follow suit.’

Santa’s little elves Margaret Cummings and Charlize Barron head off for the Nevis Centre with their boss. 

Mallaig
plan wins 
public
backing

John Grieve: heartened by 
support. 20_f49rescue01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Rescue team to 
expand base in 
wake of theft

Braving the Ben Nevis hill path after the presentation are: from left, Will Rowland (Outdoor 
Capital of the UK), Leslie Benfield ( Fort William Chamber of Commerce,), Kieran Laureston 
(Gourmet Guides), Liz Graham (LamontDesign), Morag Aitken (Mo’s Blog), Frazer Coupland 

(Outdoor Capital), Alice Cant (Cheese Weasels Cuisine), Alison Gainsford (HIE) and Jodie Fraser 
(Fuze Ceremonies). 20_f49ideas01

Santa helps spread Christmas festival cheer

head to the hills

MORE than 100 people packed 
into Mallaig High School on 
Monday night to voice support 
for Sir Cameron Mackintosh’s 
development plans for East Bay. 

The public meeting followed 
controversy over the theatre 
impresario’s proposal to 
demolish Mallaig’s old village 
hall and replace it with a 
crannog-style building.

If approved by Highland 
Council, it would feature toilets 
and showers for Mallaig marina, 
two residential units and a retail 
space with a food and drink 
sales area - including a hot food 
take away. 

Local food outlets fearing 
a loss of trade and residents 
worried about loss of car parking 
and sea views objected on the 
council website.

But that sparked a furious 
backlash on social media from 
people worried Sir Cameron 
would walk away.

And on a show of hands at the 
end of Monday’s meeting there 
appeared to be a unanimous 
backing for the £750,000 
scheme.

Charlie King, vice chairman of 
the Mallaig Harbour Authority 
said the turnout was ‘great’ for 
a place like Mallaig.

He told The Oban Times: ‘As a 
member of the Mallaig Harbour 
Authority we need development 
for the marina. It will also 
undoubtedly enhance the area as 
a whole.

‘The parking issue is a bit of a 
red herring as we believe there 
will only be two parking spaces 
lost, instead of the 10 or 15 that 
has been talked about.’

A surge of support for Sir 
Cameron, 66, on social media 
saw one campaign gather 700 

Administrators celebrated the 
outcome of the meeting posting: 
‘What a fantastic result and to 
end with a unanimous ‘in favour’ 
vote was brilliant.’

Last week, Sir Cameron’s 
spokesperson Andrew Aitchison 
sought to allay fears by stating 
‘a village bakery’ would occupy 
the hot food area and would not 
compete with local businesses.

The plan will be heard by 
Highland Council next year.

Fisherman saved from 
sinking boat in nick of time  

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Station Square, Oban
8:00pm

Rock BandRock Band

Ceol an AireCeol an Aire

Amy Leigh Boyce
Oban High School

Traditional School of Music

The Pipe BandThe Pipe BandThe Pipe Band

FREE
ENTRY

Please note no glass containers will be allowed in the arena

FREE 

TICKETED 

EVENT

Gates open 7pm. Entertainment from 8pm. Family event

Tickets will be available from www.hogmanayinoban.co.uk, facebook, 
Oban Filling Station, Oban Sports Shop and Oban Tourist Information Centre

saved in the nick of time when 
his boat sank in Broadford bay 
on Tuesday afternoon.

Kyle lifeboat arrived at the 
scene minutes after the Laura 
K disappeared below the waves 

Iain MacKinnon’s vessel the 
Jamiain.

Lifeboat launch operations 
manager Ross McKerlich said: 
‘Iain went to his assistance and 
the lad literally stepped on to 

Iain’s boat just as his own sank 
beneath him. It was as close as 
that. It was good to see he was 
wearing a lifejacket.’

Mr MacKinnon said Mr 
Weldon had neither a survival 
suit nor life raft. He told The 
Oban Times: I was only a mile 
away and I gathered he was in 
trouble and when I got close I 
realised he was in big trouble. 
He was ready to go in the water 
- but he didn’t even get his feet 
wet and walked straight on to my 
boat. He is a very lucky chap.’
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INTRODUCING A NEW OIL
SERVICE INTO NORTH ARGYLL
(Ardfern, Croabh Haven, Kilmelford, Kilninver, 

Easdale, Oban, Dunbeg, Connel, Taynuilt, Loch 
Awe, Dalmally, Inveraray)

Delivery will be - minimum - twice weekly
- Tuesday and Friday

HEATING OIL, DOMESTIC FUEL, 
COOKER OIL, MARINE/

TRACTOR DIESEL AND ROAD DIESEL

Competitive and Fair rates - ALL YEAR ROUND

Minimum Order Quantity ONLY 500 Litres

Domestic & Commercial Welcome

Part of the Local Community since 1903

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Don’t be stuck 
this Christmas

ORDER
NOW

DEC
EM

BER 2013

THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 

BITE BACK
WHY I HATE
COUNTRYFILE   

FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE

PETER MCRABBIT: 

BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 

OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

31/10/2013   10:59:24

DECEMBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Christmas fare

OFC-OBC_SFWS.indd   1

FREE INSIDE
Festive

Food & Drink 
supplement

Claire Macdonald’s Christmas recipes
Dunblane Dreaming - Judy Murray on 
why her home town is special
Jack Vettriano: Our 
greatest living artist?
From Peebles to the 
Whitehouse

Xmas Gift ideas

32pages

FW

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Let us spoil you!
LOCH MELFORT HOTEL

01852 200 233
Visit us on  www.lochmelfort.co.uk

SPECTACULAR CHRISTMAS LUNCH

WINNER
Scottish
Hoteliers

of the Year 
2013

MEMBERS of the Oban 
Faculty of Solicitors 
marked the group’s 125th 
anniversary with a lunch at 
the Manor House Hotel.

anniversary celebration 

since the 100th in 1988, 
when only three women 
were in attendance. 

Women
This year nearly half of 

those at the lunch, which 
included sheriff clerk 

staff and paralegals, were 
women.

Solicitor Kath McMahon, 
who will become the 

after the AGM in January, 
said: ‘There has been a lot 

of change since the 100th 
anniversary. 

‘I saw three women in 
the photograph taken at 
the 100th anniversary and 
there are a lot more than 
that today.’

Oban Faculty marks 125th anniversary
Members of the Oban Faculty of Solicitors attended an anniversary lunch in the Manor House. 15_t49faculty01

BASKING Shark Scotland, 
which runs out of Oban, has 
been listed by Lonely Planet 
as the best eco-friendly 
shark diving experience in 
the world.

Run by marine biologist 
Shane Wasik, the company 
takes advantage of the west 
coast’s unrivalled habitat for 
basking sharks, the second 

whale sharks, with hundreds 
of the creatures gathering off 
the coast of Coll and Tiree in 
the summer.

The company could be set 
for a boom in divers next 
year after the listing in the 
Lonely Planet Traveller 
magazine, seen as one of 

the most - in the tourism 
market.

Taking account of those 
operators that best look after 
the fragile habitat sharks live 
in, Basking Shark Scotland 
beat rivals based in South 
Africa, the Galapagos, 
Belize and Fiji.

Shane said he was surprised 
by the accolade, which came 
‘like a bolt out of the blue’.

‘We’re pretty happy about 
it,’ he said. ‘That was just 

had quite a mix of people 
already; from America, 
Germany, Australia, New 
Zealand, Belgium, France 
- as well as England and 
Ireland. We have people 

Lonely Planet 
names basking 
shark tour as 
world’s best

ENERGETIC fundraisers 
for the new Scout and Guide 
hall in Tobermory have 
passed the half way mark on 
their 1,000km target.

A total of 580km has so far 
been covered in 10km runs, 
including some in Glasgow, 
Inverness and Aviemore 
- and even one in Florida.

Lynne MacLeod, a leader 
with Tobermory Guides, 
said: ‘We have raised £650 
with money still coming in.

‘A big thank you to all our 
runners who are still train-
ing in the cold mornings 
throughout the winter.

the spring starting from 
the hall and we hope that 
we will have lots of people 
joining us.’

The group’s next fund-
raiser is a Christmas fair 
tomorrow (Friday) from 
6pm until 8pm in the hall. 

There will be lots of local 
crafts and produce along 
with music from the Mull 
Young Musicans and free 
mince pies and mulled 
wine. 

A total of £100,000 is 
needed to build the new hall, 
which will be named Lord 
and Lady Baden Powell 
Centenary Hall.

Runners pass halfway 
in 1,000km fundraiser

PEOPLE with health condi-
tions in the Highlands are 

vaccination - with fewer 
than half of vulnerable peo-
ple failing to have their shot 
this year. 

Scotland’s Chief Medical 

-
cination uptake since the 
campaign started on October 

number of people have yet to 
be vaccinated in the High-
lands NHS area, including: 
51 per cent of people under 
65 with health problems such 
as asthma and diabetes, 62 
per cent of pregnant women, 
61 per cent of two and three 
year olds.

is important for individuals 
with conditions such as 
asthma, diabetes, cystic 

and liver problems, as well 
as those suffering from 
lowered immunity. Pregnant 
women are also urged 
to get vaccinated. These 
groups can be hit harder 

serious complications, even 

healthy.
Sir Harry said: ‘Flu strikes 

suddenly and it’s important 
to be prepared. If you 
have a long-term medical 
condition, the best way to 
protect yourself is to get the 
vaccine. It is not too late for 
those who have not received 

out more information about 

Inform on 0800 22 44 88 or 
log on towww.immunisa-
tionscotland.org.uk.

Flu vaccine 
plea to 
vulnerable
patients

-
lands and Islands consumers paying 
over the odds for delivery of goods 
bought online.

Retailers and carriers have come 

deliveries to rural areas already disad-

vantaged by high living costs.    
But now new guidelines have been 

issued to reinforce the message that 
delivery pricing policies should not 
discriminate against customers living 
in remote locations.

However, the guidelines, launched 

by enterprise minister Fergus Ewing 
In Inverness on Friday, have no legal 
force and are purely voluntary.

The move follows the creation of 

with Scottish Government watchdog 
Consumer Futures earlier this year.

Ewing delivers promising news for rural customers

‘SCUM’ peddling so-called 
‘legal highs’ have been told 
they won’t be welcome on Mull 
as the extent of Argyll’s hidden 
drug and drink problems start to 
emerge.

Local police and councillors 
have warned people to stay away 

promising ‘euphoric’ or ‘journey’ 
experiences after ‘highs’ caused 
two people in their 20s to have a 
terrifying ordeal on the island. 

The incident occurred as new 

of 0-19 year olds admitted to 
hospital in Argyll and Bute 
because of alcohol is double 
the national average - see story, 
page 3 - and as concerns grow 
about the spread of ‘legal highs’ 
throughout Argyll.

Mull councillor Mary-Jean 

attack on anyone selling ‘legal 
highs’, saying she will have no 
hesitation in acting.

‘We will not tolerate this,’ she 
said. 

‘If anyone comes to me 
with names I would have 

A spectacular display of Fire Art created a warm atmosphere on Oban’s Esplanade ahead of a lantern parade and fireworks display 
that brought the 2013 Oban Winter Festival to its conclusion. Festival volunteers, who have been praised for their industry, paid 
tribute to thousands of people who took part in events throughout the 10 days of the festival. For more, see page 12. 16_t49festival13

OFFICERS at Kilmory will now 
be able to make £3.8 million 
worth of cuts at Argyll and Bute 
Council without consulting 
elected councillors. 

Following a decision taken by 
councillors at last Thursday’s 
meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council, only cuts that have 
a direct impact on agreed 
council policy will be put before 
councillors for approval. 

one per cent of the budget over 
the next two years through 

businesswoman has been without 
a phone or internet connection 
for more than a month.

Animal feed company 
representative Caroline Ronald, 
who also runs a catering 
business from Saulmore Farm, 
near Connel, reported a fault in 
her BT line on Friday, November 
8. 

An engineer arrived the 
following Monday and told her 
a repair could be carried out 
within the week.

However the repair job was 

because BT says it is waiting 

management company.
A frustrated Caroline said: 

‘I thought that because it was 
a business line it would be a 
priority but they [BT] don’t seem 

Light up a Life
inviting locals to sponsor the 
lighting of a candle in memory 
of loved ones at this year’s Light 
Up a Life event.

Each sponsor’s dedication 
will be recorded in the Light 
up a Life Book, which will 
be on display at the switch on 
ceremony to be held at the Cor-

10. Thereafter, the book can be 
viewed at the library in Albany 
Street. The event is the biggest 
fundraiser for the Oban Hospice 
and the community services it 
provides, with the costs for both 
running into £65,000 per year.

CalMac warns high 
winds to batter 
west coast
FERRY operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) has issued 
a weather warning for today 
(Thursday), with high winds 
expected to batter the west 
coast.

Gusts of up to 80mph are 
anticipated in places and 
are likely to cause extreme 

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘We have had a very stormy 
start to the winter with many 
services affected by high winds 
in the last few weeks.

‘The forecast for Thursday 
morning is looking particularly 
severe and we would advise 
ferry travellers to take this into 
account when planning journeys 
in the next few days.’

Check www.calmac.co.uk for 
the latest travel information. 

SCOUTS in Oban and North 
Lorn will be hoping to raise 
much-needed funds from this 
year’s Scout Post.

The Christmas card delivery, 
which last year raised £3,000 
for Oban and Connel Scouts, is 
delivered to Oban, Barcaldine, 

and Kilmore. Post boxes are in 

A85 roadworks 
planned
MOTORISTS travelling 
between Tyndrum and Oban 
will be subject to a week 
of delays on the A85 from 
Monday, with a convoy to run 
during daytime resurfacing.

BEAR Scotland will be 
upgrading a stretch of road west 
of Tyndrum between 7.30am-
5pm, with the convoy limiting 

BEAR Scotland’s spokesman 
for the North West Unit, Eddie 
Ross said: ‘We would like to 
thank the public in advance 
for their co-operation and 
would encourage anyone 

Scotland website for real-time 
information before setting out 
on their journey.’

If the works cannot be carried 
out due to adverse weather 
conditions, the road will remain 
open as normal.

Fire eaters heat up Oban Winter Festival

no compunction in going to 
the police. We will not be 
encouraging scum like this 
who would bring these habits to 
Mull.’

Those two people on Mull who 
had taken legal highs were left 
fearing for their lives, with one 
cowering and believing someone 
was going to kill him. Councillor 

can cause a permanent psychotic 
break.

Sergeant Mark Stephen, 
Mull, said the substances can 
sometimes be deemed illegal.

He said: ‘In Tobermory, two 
young people suffered very 
distressing reactions after taking 
new ‘psychoactive substances’. 
Thankfully local people came to 
help them.

‘Taking these drugs can have 
serious health risks. One of the 
main issues with these products 
is the people buying them in 
reality have no idea what they 
are going to take. 

‘Some also contain controlled 
drugs and toxic chemicals are 

often present, so possession of 
them may actually be breaking 
the law.

‘Remember, just because 
something hasn’t yet been 
declared illegal doesn’t mean it 
is safe.’

Oban’s Acting Chief Inspector, 

the last year we have noticed an 
increase in these substances and 

amount of people taking a bad 
reaction to them; hallucinating, 
being aggressive and being quite 
upset.

‘It certainly doesn’t appear to 
be a pleasurable experience.’

Asked what it is doing 
to educate people about 
the dangers of legal highs, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokeswoman said it works 
‘very closely with community 
planning partners, including 
social work, health and police 
colleagues, to tackle alcohol 
and drug misuse’, adding that 
‘providing information and 
support for people of all ages is 
a major part of this’.

Concern grows 
over spread of 
‘legal highs’
Councillor launches stinging attack 
on anyone peddling substances

to care. Where has customer 
service gone?

‘I can’t believe the delay is 

need to get their act together.’
A BT spokesman said repair 

work to a cable damaged by 
lightning requires access to a 
manhole at a road junction and 

required for safety reasons.
Apologise

He added: ‘We’d like to 
apologise to Mrs Ronald for the 
delay and we have been urging 

to bring forward our order.’
The same lightning strike 

damaged an internet connection 
supplied to The Oban Times’
parent company Wyvex Media 
at North Connel. 

The repair to that connection 
was delayed because BT’s online 
support believed North Connel 
to be on an island.

effort would be made to preserve 
services and jobs - something 
the SNP has said is near on 
impossible.   

As the previous spokesman for 

Robb said the council needs to 
save an average of £5.7 million 
over the next six years, making 
job losses and services cuts 
unavoidable. 

He said: ‘Shifting that 

no scrutiny or approval by 
councillors was one of the 
strangest decisions ever taken. 
It is a complete abdication 
of our responsibilities as the 
elected representatives of the 
communities, families and staff 
that will be hurt by these cuts.

‘It is not the kind of response 
Audit Scotland would expect to 
address its concerns about the 
council leadership, governance 
and culture.’  

The cuts will be made across 
all council departments and 

should, Mr Walsh says, prepare 
the council for operating with 
a reduced budget from 2016 
onwards.

said: ‘Our focus for the next 
two years will be on preserving 
services and jobs. I am proud 
of the expertise, commitment 
and success of our employees 
in achieving savings where 
we need to and know they can 
be relied upon to meet the low 
target of one per cent savings 
across the council.’

BT customer sees 
red in light delay 

the following locations: Tesco, 

Hannah’s, Jacksons, Alba, 
Albany, Birchwood, Hospital 
(WRVS), Atlantis Leisure, 

stores.
Last posting date is Wednes-

boxes will be removed by 4pm.

Scout Post fundraiser

worth of cuts without consulting councillors
Newsdesk 

01397 703003

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to the Oban Times 
digital edition and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital
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THE NUMBER of young people 
admitted to hospital in Argyll 
and Bute because of alcohol is 
double the national average, it 
has been revealed.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
were told the number of young 
people aged up to 19 admitted 
to hospital in 2011 - 2012 was 
a ‘great concern’ by an NHS 

of the population dwarfed the 
national average of 123.8.

Councillors expressed concern 

Margaret Somerville, NHS 
Highland’s director of public 
health and health policy.

But a community worker in 
Oban who helps people deal with 
drug and alcohol addictions, 

surprise’ and called on every 
member of the community to 
help tackle the problem.

OBAN Phoenix Cinema has been recognised 
as one of Scotland’s best community-led 
regeneration projects after being shortlisted 
for a major award.

Representatives from the cinema travelled 
to Glasgow yesterday (Wednesday) to 
discover if they will be named a winner in 
the SURF Awards after being included in 
a shortlist of three for the community-led 
regeneration project of the year. The social 
enterprise is facing competition from East 
Renfrewshire’s Building our Future project 

to restore the St Brides Community Centre. 

Eleanor MacKinnon will be joined by 

ceremony in Glasgow’s Radisson Hotel, 

with the winners announced by Margaret 
Burgess MSP. 

Carol told The Oban Times everyone 
involved with the project was delighted to 
have been selected. ‘It’s a really prestigious 
award and the fact that we’ve been shortlisted 
for something like this is something we’re 
really proud of. They came to us and made 

released on two different websites and put 
on YouTube, so we’re really looking forward 
to it.’

giggles and smiles on Monday and Tuesday 
as special parent and toddler screenings 
were trialled. Originally intending to hold 
two screenings of Peppa Pig for the trial, 

showings due to huge demand. In total, 160 
toddlers and adults came through the doors 
in George Street to catch a glimpse at the 

bags and intimate screening room proving a 
hit with the children. 

Carol said: ‘This was just a tester but the 
interest has been massive. A lot of people 
coming say there’s a lack of things to do 
during the day in the town with the kids, 
hence the reason for coming down.’

Eleanor added: ‘The bean bags have been 
really successful and they’ve enjoyed the 
waiting area at the top of the stairs too.’

More parent and toddler screenings will 
be held in January and February next year 
while the cinema considers whether to hold 
them on a more regular basis.

AN EAST coast bias by decision 
makers has to be reined in or it 
risks destroying the west coast 

Bute councillor has warned. 
Councillor Fred Hall lambasted 

who have proposed a number 
of areas off the west coast to 

Drink driver 
banned and fined
AN OBAN hotel worker has 

from driving for 15 months after 
getting behind the wheel while 
over the drink drive limit.

Richard Hegyi, 19, of The 
Great Western Hotel, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, pled guilty to 
the offence, which took place on 

Oban, when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week. 

‘This was a stupid thing for you 
to do. Your reading is nearly 
two times over the legal limit. 
With that amount of alcohol in 
your system you were a danger 
not only to yourself but to other 
road users.’

Hegyi had 67mcgs of alcohol 
in 100mls of breath. The legal 
limit is 35mcgs.

Assault trial 
delayed until     
New Year
THE COURT case of an Oban 
man accused of an assault 
which caused his alleged victim 
severe injury has been delayed 
until February.

stand trial in front of a sheriff 
and jury on February 16 and 17 
next year. 

Mcauley, who denies the of-
fence, will next appear in Oban 

Woman admits 
being four and 
half times drink 
drive limit
AN OBAN woman is awaiting 
sentence for being in charge of 
a vehicle while more than four 
and a half times the legal drink 
drive limit.

1 The Summit, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, pled guilty to the 
offence when she appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

saw 163mcgs of alcohol in 
100mls of breath. The legal 
limit is 35mcgs.

deferred sentence for the 
preparation of social work 
reports until January 7 next 

from driving in the interim. He 
said: ‘This is one of the highest 
readings I have seen – it is four 
and a half times the legal limit.’

Man to stand trial 
on drug charges
AN OBAN man is awaiting trial 
accused of stealing a bottle of 
methadone and possessing the 
class A drug.

McKelvie Road, Oban, pled not 
guilty to both offences when he 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday.

Kelly, who was remanded in 
custody, is expected to stand 

will appear in court next on 

Nichola MacGillivray, project 
manager at the community-based 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
and addiction service OASIS, 
said: ‘It is a worrying statistic 
but it is not a great surprise.

‘I know from doing research 
that this area is generally above 
the national average for drink-
related problems.’

OASIS established a youth 
addiction service to tackle a 
problem with underage drinking 

Nichola said the service was 
‘very busy’.

‘We work closely with Oban 
High School to do preventative 
work with teenagers, raising 
awareness of alcohol abuse,’ 
she added. ‘But I think it is 
everyone’s responsibility to 
recognise if young people are 
having a problem with drinking 
and refer them to the appropriate 

presented councillors with the 
annual public health report, said: 
‘I don’t know why the area has 
such a big problem. It may be 
they [young people] think they 
can’t have a good time without 
it. It may have a lot to do with 
what social circle people are in.

‘Should we consider putting 
far more effort into preventing 
alcohol drinks appealing to 
youngsters? Should we ban 
display advertisements?’

problem stemmed deeper than 
where alcohol was purchased.

‘Brothers, sisters and friends 
buy 90 per cent of the alcohol for 
young people,’ she added. 

‘Is restricting sales the right 
way to go about it?

‘We have been changing the 
way people think about tobacco 
for 50 years. We need to change 
the way people think about 
alcohol now.’ 

From left: Brooke Barr, 2, Hollie Cameron, 2, and Gracie Campbell-Hill, 3, enjoy some popcorn during one of the trials of the new 
parent and toddler screenings on Monday, when Peppa Pig was the star of the show. 15_t49cinema2

NHS Highland 
reveals extent 
of youth drink 
problem
Argyll hospital admissions 
double the national average

Oban cinema shortlisted for top award

become Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA). Fishing is often banned 
or restricted altogether in MPA 
zones. 

Marine Scotland is currently 
seeking people’s views on 33 
proposed MPAs in Scotland.

Involved in the consultation 
is the proposed South of 

Campbeltown boats. Speaking 
about the proposal at a full 
council meeting last Thursday, 
councillor Hall said the industry 
needs ‘protected’ from decisions 
made by policy-makers with a 
bias for the east coast, adding: 

‘Can we as a council hold this 
lot to account because enough 
is enough. These decisions 
are having a negative impact 
on our area. The east coast is 
booming while the west coast is 
depopulated. They are turning 
this area into a theme park on 
how people used to live.’

Tarbert councillor John 
McAlpine added: ‘If we 
close these areas there will 

our communities. It is not a 
lucrative business and continues 
through families and through 
generations. If we lose these 

come back.’ A spokeswoman for 
the Scottish Government said: 
‘The Planning Scotland’s Seas 
consultation included 33 MPA 
proposals and these are spread 
throughout Scotland’s seas.  All 
responses to the consultation 
will be given full consideration.’

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

WIN!
A Christmas hamper

£500!
worth Courtesy of Tesco, Oban. 

Collect token five today

The Oban Times is giving 
readers the chance to win a 
fantastic Christmas hamper 
worth a whopping £500! 

The hamper includes a Hudl, a 
Finest flower arrangement, a 
bottle of Finest champagne, a 
bottle of Finest wine, a Finest 
fresh turkey, Finest frozen roast 
potatoes/parsnips, a Finest 
frozen dessert, a Finest meal 
deal for 2 and a selection of 
Xmas Finest products.

To enter, simply send us your 
five tokens that we have 
printed in The Oban Times, 
answer this easy question, 
complete the entry form 
below and post it to 
The Oban Times, Tesco 
Hamper Comp, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
Entries must be received 
by Wednesday, December 
11, 2013.

TOKEN
FIVE

Including 
  a Hudl

QUESTION: Which famous Christmas reindeer had a red nose? 
a) Prancer b) Rudolph c) Dasher

ANSWER............................................................................................

Name.................................................................................................

Address.............................................................................................

Postcode......................................

Email .................................................................................................

Tel.................................................

The Oban Times would like to send you special offers and details of our forthcoming promotions. 
 If you would prefer not to receive information from us please tick here 

Remember to include 
all 5 of your tokens 

with your entry

www.nts.org.uk/christmas

Meet Santa at Arduaine Garden 

M

EET SANTA

NTS EVENT
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TEN PIN BOWLING

SQUASH

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Plumbline lose 
out to Fraser 
Appliances

FOOTBALL

RUGBY

BOXING

Fort gear up 
for ‘massive’
Rothes clash

AFTER week nine of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
ten-pin bowling competition 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William Alleycats remain the 
leaders in the scratch division 
with 41 points. 

Bandits move into second 
place with 34 points with Rock 
and Bowl slipping to third place 
on 30 points. 

In the handicap division 
Bandits stretched their lead at 
the top with 38.5 points after 
beating Likely Lads 5-0. Al-
leycats remain in second place 
with 31 points and Council in 
third place with 26 points. 

The top two individual scratch 
games this week both came 
from members of the Council 
team with Brian Stewart rolling 
186 and Dave Cameron rolling 
177. 

Brian also had the top 
two-game scratch series of the 
week with 320 whilst Dave had 
the top handicap game of 248 
and the top two-game game 
handicap series of 455.

Council had the top team 
scratch team game of 593, the 
top scratch two-game series 
of 1156 and the top two-game 
handicap team series of 1624. 
Bandits had the top handicap 
game of 829.

The highest scratch average is 
held by Pam Weller (Alleycats) 
on 161 followed by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) on 157. 
Stewart Duncan (Rock and 
Bowl) remains next on 144.

TWO LOCHABER Phoenix 
-

tion at Aberdeen last Thursday 
in a show hosted by Kincorth 
Boxing Club.

Dan Nixon faced the host club’s 
Owen Baird and the Lochaber 
12 year-old kept himself out of 
danger with some lovely boxing 

The clever tactics earned Nixon 
the round and in the second out-
jabbed Baird despite being the 
shorter boxer.

Nixon introduced yet another 
facet to his game in the last when 
he switched some of his attacks 
to the body and together with 
that ever present jab he edged 
this session also to earn a unani-
mous decision.

Docherty said: ‘Dan has had a 
couple of reverses recently which 
can happen in a young boxer’s 
education but he has not let it 
get him down. He has knuckled 
down in training determined to 
improve and the results were in 
evidence tonight.’

FORT WILLIAM doctor Findlay 
Wild set a new course record of 
1hr 25mins 58secs in Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Larigmor Race 
on Sunday, November 24, beat-
ing Davie Rogers time set in 
2004.

The 13.8 mile course started at 
Mamore Lodge in Kinlochleven 
following the West Highland 

centre in Fort William.
In total there were 48 runners 

enjoying clear and bright weather 
conditions. Steadier runners took 
up the popular option of starting 
30 mins early.

Congratulations to everyone 
for their running achievement, 

FORT WILLIAM face their 
most important match of the 
season so far when they line up 
against fellow strugglers Rothes 
at Claggan Park.

And if Danny Conlon’s men 
can pull off a priceless win they 
will leapfrog their visitors at 
the wrong end of the Highland 
League.

The Fort have propped up the 
table for weeks - and to hand 
that unenviable distinction to 
Saturday’s opponents would do 
wonders for home morale.

Conlon was disappointed with 
the overall performance in last 
weekend’s 0-5 defeat at Turriff.

But he knows his side may 
never have a better chance of 
grabbing all three points by 

LOCHABER Plumbline played 
Fraser Appliances in the HISA 
Premier Squash League on 
Thursday. 

First on court was Bruce Ma-
clean against Scott Fraser, who 

but Bruce, Lochaber’s youngest 
team player, stormed back 
winning the next three games 
with excellent line and length 
down the back hand wall. 

Next David McKay played 
Sean Kelly. David was unlucky 

-
ing game ball. Sean improved 
as the match proceeded winning 
3-0. 

In the third match 
Archie McGillivray played Dan 

game but Dan found his length 
in the next three games and 
went on to win 3-1 

Andrew MacMaster was 
last on court and played 
Fraser MacDonald. Andrew was 

second games losing both in tie 
breaks.  Fraser won 3-0. 

The match result reversed 
Lochaber Plumbline’s early 
season win over Fraser Ap-
pliances who ended up 10 – 4 
winners.

Lochaber 60 
Stornoway 5

spot in RBS Caledonia League 
Division 2 North when they 
recorded their second bonus 
point victory in a row with an 
emphatic win over Stornoway 
on Saturday.

an early scare, with Stornoway 
beginning the game strongly to 
attack the home team’s line in 
the search for points.

However, an error allowed 
Lochaber to clear their lines 

Larter raced down the wing to 
score in the corner to open the 

25 years on: left to right, Colin Donaldson (former vice-captain 1988), Gary Hendrie, Ron Cameron 
(former president), Norman MacKinnon (former prop), Alistair MacKinnon (current president). 

FORT WILLIAM Football Club has scored 

Underwater Centre pledged to support the club 
once again.

The Highland League team was previously 
endorsed by the local subsea training and tri-
als facility in 2009 and 2010. The players will 
receive new strips under the one-year sponsor-
ship deal.

The company’s managing director and owner 
Finlay Finlayson, and his wife Lorna, are strong 
supporters of the team.

Mr Finlayson said: ‘As a business which has 
existed in Fort William for over 40 years, The 
Underwater Centre likes to support what goes 
on in its local community.

‘Fort William FC is an important part of our 
community, bringing together people of all 

ages from throughout the area each week to 
watch the games.’

The deal has another link - Fort Striker Iain 
MacLellan, 20, works at The Underwater Cen-
tre as an assistant life support technician.

Mr Finlayson said: ‘We are also very proud of 
the fact that Iain plays for the team while also 
working at the centre - he is an asset to both. 
Football, and any team sport for that matter, 
plays an important role in developing essential 
skills for the workplace including teamwork, 
communication and time management.’

Fort William chairman Ronnie MacLean 
said: ‘Fort William FC relies very much on the 
support of its local community, so to receive 
sponsorship from a business which has such an 
important role in the area, as well as the global 
oil and gas arena,  is very much appreciated.’

GOON Squad continued their 
good form to stay top of the Ali 
Young indoor football league on 
goal difference after round nine 

Sunday night.
The leaders overcame The Ja-

nis B Team 7-4 while Portowcy 
matched the leaders’ points total 
with a 3-0 walkover win against 
no-show Mallaig, who slipped to 
last place.

Caol United jumped up to 
third with a narrow 5-4 win over 
HWEnergy, while Caol Cosmos 
improved their standing with a 
13-2 thumping of Ballachulish.

AFC Distillery shocked Lo-

and With Ourselves are off the 
bottom of the table after a 3-0 
walkover win against Kentallen.

Team            Pts
Goon Squad           24
Portowcy           24
Caol United           19
Lochaber Leisure           18
AFC Distillery           17
Caol Cosmos           12
The Janis B Team           14
Ballachulish           12
HWE Energy            6
Kentallen            6
With Ourselves            6
Mallaig             3

He told The Oban Times: 
‘The game is massive for us. I 
have said before we have been 
unlucky against the teams down 
around us and it would really 
help us turn a corner if we can 
get the points on the table on 
Saturday.

‘We have not picked up points 
against these sides away from 
home and we have to reverse 
that.

‘A win would close the gap 
between us and the three or four 
teams above us and would give 
us a boost going into the double 
header against Clach.’

The bad news for Conlon is that 

is out, while defender Darren 
Quigg is a doubt after sustaining 
a calf injury against Turriff.

On the plus side, bustling cen-
tre forward Duncan Campbell 
returns to the squad along will 
fellow striker Iain MacLellan 

and right back Sean Grant.
At Turriff, Fort were never 

really in the hunt although they 
gave a good account of them-
selves for 20 minutes after ship-
ping a goal inside three minutes 
when McGowan netted.

Conlon said: ‘We had a few 
half chances in the wee spell 
although you could see the gulf 
between the sides, there’s no 
doubt about that.

‘It was disappointing - al-
though we did go up there with 
a weakened squad. We only had 
three on the bench and two of 
them were carrying knocks.’

Allan and Cumming made at 
3-0 by half time before Herd 
then Harris netted to complete 
the scoring on the hour mark. 
Doughty defending from the 
Fort kept Turriff at bay for the 

home side’s account. Conditions 
were dull at Black Parks and 
Stornoway had arrived late, 
which pushed the kick-off back 
by 15 minutes. 

But Lochaber were anything 
but tardy with ball in hand and 
following Larter’s try Chris 
Simpson and Conor Taylor both 
crossed the whitewash, as did 
Innes Ireland.

The second half continued in 
the same fashion, with backs and 
forwards combining well to play 
impressive rugby. 

Lochaber’s set piece was also 
working to full effect – Rory 
Mackay winning a number of 
scrums against the head to set-up 

LOCHABER Rugby Club 

celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of its clubhouse at Banavie on 
Saturday night.

And among those enjoying 
the occasion were members of 

the local Co-optimists team 
who played against a Scotland 
international select back in 1988 
to mark the opening of the club’s 
new home.

Club secretary Pauline Donald-
son told The Oban Times: ‘Ten 

players from the team managed 
to make it. It was a great night 
for them all. The Lochaber team 
of 1988 all got presented with 

RUGBY

Club secures sponsorship from Underwater Centre

waves of attacks by the players 
in black and gold. Simpson and 
Ireland both scored again, whilst 
Taylor scored a hat-trick for 

Vice-Captain Jack Baxter also 
got on the scoresheet with a 
strong driving run from inside 

and scored a try after a lapse in 
concentration by the Fort Wil-
liam team.

The win brings Lochaber level 
on points with Ross Sutherland. 
This week they face RAF Lossie 
away with every chance of re-
cording another impressive win.

Goon Squad hold 
on to top spot

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Finlay Wild: won Lairig Mor in 
record time. 10_f49race05

and getting a long course ‘under 
their belts’ to help their training 
for further winter league Races. 

It was nice to see visiting 
runners from Glasgow, Deeside 
and Inverness.

Other notable runs were a 

Lawrence Ramsa, who Loch-
aber Athletic Club are keen to 
recruit!

Elsewhere, Margaret Rose 
MacPhee took seven minutes off 
her previous best Larigmor Race 
time and Diane Baum took the 
women’s race in 1:43:01. Thanks 
to all the marshals.

Top 20 (Lochaber AC unless 
stated): 1 Finlay Wild 1:25:58; 
2 Michael Bossard 1:28:25; 3 
Lawrence Ramsay (unattached) 
1:35:54; 4 Allan Ross 1:35:56; 5 
Ryan

Mckenzie (Highland Hill 
Runners) 1:37:55; 6 John Binnie 
1:38:40; 7 Christopher

Darling (unattached) 1:39:11; 8 
Nick Mardell (Deeside Runners) 
1:39:23; 9 Steve

MacDonald 1:39:31; 10 James 
Crozier (Lomond) 1:42:18; 11 
Russell Owen (Highland Hill 
Runners) 1:42:50; 12 Diane Baum 
1:43:01; 13 Jon Gay 1:43:51; 14 
Stewart Wilson (Inverness Har-
riers) 1:44:28; 15 Ali Kennedy 
1:46:24; 16 Paul MacGillivray 
(unattached) 1:48:02; 17 Allan 
Lamont 1:49:16; 18 Amanda 
Blackhall 1:53:42; 19 Helen 
Leggett 1:56:28; 20 Jim Stalker 
1:56:49.

ATHLETICS

Wild and wonderful as 
Finlay sets new record

Phoenix 
boxers are 
a big hit in 
Aberdeen

Igor Sliwinski: victorious in 
Aberdeen. 10_f49box06

Seventeen year-old light wel-
terweight Igor Sliwinski faced 
another Kincorth boxer in 19 
year-old Clay Davidson who has 
a reputation as a strong , rough 
boxer who is a handful for 
anyone. 

Sliwinski turned in an almost 
faultless performance to show 
the crowd how to tame an ag-
gressive boxer right from the 
opening bell.

Davidson found his forward 
momentum stopped with jabs 
before he had even got started 
and in the second the Lochaber 
boxer upped his game even more, 
unleashing powerful hooks to 
either side every time Davidson 
brought his hands high. 

Knowing his only chance of 

round Davidson came out like 
a man possessed only to be met 
by a volley of different shots 
as Sliwinski simply refused to 
concede the centre of the ring. 

The unanimous decision in 
favour of Sliwinski was over-
whelming. 

Steve Docherty said: ‘Igor has 
always trained hard but now that 
he is getting older he has started 
to mature a little and is taking on 
board little lessons we pass on 
for boxing and life which means 
he is developing as a boxer and 
person. We couldn’t be more 
pleased with him at the moment.

Council team 
members on a roll

The Oban Times
best for sports

news and views

Lochaber trounce islanders at Banavie

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong West north westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 9ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 4ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 5, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.51   0.1 06.52 4.2 13.19       0.7        19.08     4.0
Fri  01.38 0.6 07.37 4.1 14.09       0.8        19.53     3.8     
Sat  02.27 0.7 08.26 3.9 15.01       1.0        20.41      3.3
Sun  03.19 0.9 09.19 3.7 15.57       1.2        21.34     3.3
Mon  04.16 1.1 10.22 3.5 16.57 1.4         22.40     3.1
Tues       05.19       1.3 11.50 3.3 18.04 1.6 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.12   2.9 06.30 1.5 13.19 3.3 19.14       1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

3

4

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

10

Three try hero Connor Taylor was too much for Stornoway to handle. 

‘A win would close the gap between us 
and the three or four teams above us’ 
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