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Fuel rise delay is 
welcome news

No walking over 
Connel Bridge

Countdown to 
‘Angel of the Year’ 
nominations 

REPORT
by

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

to nominate an unsung hero or 

The Oban Times has been 

help people and make their local 
communities a better place. 

Nominations close at 10am 
on December 5 and will be 
considered by an expert panel. 

more details online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/angel.

by walking across the Connel 
Bridge will be disappointed.

The closures are to allow the 

damaged when a lorry hit 
the bridge in September and 
repairs to the support structure. 

RET boost 
for more 
islands
Mull and Arran need better 
infrastructure claims SNP

works company became the 

an Oban Times

‘Obang’

tional news.

the company would be keen The 
Oban Times

ryone who helped to make it 

A stunning fireworks display brought the curtain down the town’s Winter Festival   Picture - Tony Hardley www.scotphoto.com

Excellent news 
for Islay because 
it will drive down 
the cost of living.
community 
councillor    
Roberta MacNeill

Council must be bolder on  
‘local homes for local families’
should be quadrupled in a bold 

passed its housing strategy and 

people. 

£3m they could build 60 homes 

economic impact as 20 houses in 

He added the allocation system 
and homelessness policies need 

also agreed £1.1m grants towards 

Helensburgh and to ban the right to 

sponsibility to look at all options 

and said a second rise planned 

nouncement that remote islands 

disruption yesterday as The Oban Times

by 30 unions. 

taking action to minimise the impact 

reduced or closed. 

child care problems as more than 70 
schools were closed to pupils. Children 

were sent home on Tuesday night and 
asked to return to school this morning.

NHS Highland said contingency plans 

announced an expansion to its 

scheme.
But islands that currently 

ter Keith Brown announced that 
RET would become a permanent 

Brown stated they would be 

Barra and Harris.

had boosted car journeys to the 
islands taking part in the pilot 

cent. 
He told The Oban Times

decades and was included in our 

islanders we are concerned with 

and back and that we are a party 

islands.

we are just working our way 

through the scheme.

the news that RET would be 
coming to Mull but expressed 

sooner.

Islay community councillor 
Roberta MacNeill said the an

boost.

seen the Machrie Hotel taken 

built so we can cope with extra 

was announced there was uproar 

Russell said the news would 

Transport Minister Keith Brown

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for a special 
Christmas Lunch or Dinner

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter
Gift ideas

Great Eilidh is a 
triple gold 
winner

Christmas
See our feature 

on page 25

Argyll Hotel to 
be down 
by Christmas

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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LAST CHANCE 

TO NOMINATE

Entrie
s m

ust b
e in

 by 

Monday 
5th

 Dece
mber

NOMINATION FORM
Nominee’s name .................................................................................
Nominee’s address .............................................................................
............................................................................................................
My nominee should win because..... 
(please submit up to 200 words on a separate sheet and attach to this form).
Your name .........................................................................................
Your address .....................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
Daytime telephone number ...............................................................
Email address....................................................................................
Send to: Pauline Clifford, The Oban Times, Angel of the Year, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  

If you know someone who really makes a difference 

nomination form provided below or online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/angel and let us know. 

All nominations will be assessed by an independent panel and the winner 
announced in The Oban Times this Christmas.

  As well as winning a trophy and the title of 
ANGEL OF THE YEAR, the winner will also receive £500.

Two runners up will each win £100. 
All nominations must be received by 10am MONDAY DECEMBER 5 2011.

Full terms and conditions are available online at www.obantimes.co.uk/angel.

RESIDENTS in two recently built housing 
developments in Fort William are settling in 
after being handed the keys to their brand 
new homes.

Lochaber Housing Association allocated 
the affordable social rented properties to 
applicants of the Highland Housing Register 
last month.  

The schemes at Achariach and Dun 
Deardail in Claggan were built on land 

formerly occupied by Fort William Fire 
Brigade and NEWCO, a local manufacturing 
company.  

The developments comprise 24 units 
for rent and six shared equity low cost 
properties, which combine rent with 
mortgage payments to provide an affordable 
path to home ownership.

Local architect David Mee designed the 
visually impressive project, which was built 

by UBC. The Scottish Government and 
the association provided over £4million to 

To mark the occasion, all residents’ names 
went into a prize draw for two festive 
hampers. Emma Sangster and retired 
couple Reginald and Margaret Turner were 
the winning recipients and thanked the 
association for providing them with new 
homes.

Caol Primary School has received its second Green Flag for its 
high standards of environmental awareness. P4 pupil and eco 

committee member Nathan Johnston told The Oban Times:
‘We’ve been picking up litter in the playground and we’ve 

planted something in the garden.’ The school’s garden has been 
tidied up with each class given its own section to look after.
Both flags have been framed and will be hung in the school 

canteen. 20_f48flag01

Teenager denies fighting  
two men at BA Club
two other men at the BA Club is due to 
stand trial at Fort William Sheriff Court on 
December 19.

Rhys Donnelly, of Tigh A Chladaich, 
Glenmallie Road, pled not guilty to 
repeatedly punching a man on the head, 
knocking him to the ground and kicking 
him on the head to his injury. 

struggling with a second man, refusing to 
desist and causing a breach of the peace. 
The alleged incidents happened on Friday 
October 28.

TWO GLASWEGIANS have denied threatening 
members of staff in a Fort William supermarket.

Steven Mitchell and Claire McQuillan, both of 

shouting and swearing at staff and acting 
aggressively towards them.

slit the throat of one staff member and smash 

windows at her house. McQuillen, aged 22, is 
accused of shouting, swearing and threatening 
violence towards the same woman. The alleged 
incidents occurred Morrisons on October 19. The 
pair were arrested at the scene and spent the night 
in custody.

They are due to stand trial at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on February 2.

Baby unit parents 
better catered for
BETTER arrangements for 
parents of babies who are 
patients in Raigmore Hospital’s 
Special Care Baby Unit (SCBU) 
have been put in place. 

Mums and dads can now stay 

on the Inverness hospital site, 
allowing them to be close by 
whilst their newborn baby is in 
the unit. 

Previously mothers were kept 
in a hospital bed and often the 
father could not be accom
modated.

SCBU clinical lead Kay 
Yeldham said the move meant 

accommodated free of charge as 
well as the mother.

The refurbishment was paid 
for out of SCBU’s endowments 
fund, which relies on donations 
made to the unit. 

URRAS Oighreachd Ghabh
sainn (The Galson Estate Trust) 
on northwest Lewis has secured 

ambitious renewable energy 
project.

The Community and Renew
able Energy Scheme (CARES) 

2.7megawatt development on 
moorland at Upper Barvas. 

Big Lottery funding is already 
in place and the trust is working 

for the remainder by the end of 
this year. 

The project at Baile an Truseil 

MP’s power cash 
cut concern
ROSS, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Charles Kennedy MP has 
voiced concerns over reductions 

solar power.
The new rules, which come 

into effect this week, mean 
anyone who installs solar panels 
will receive less cash – even if 
they signed up for the scheme 
beforehand.  Mr Kennedy said: 
‘We can’t let people slip through 
the cracks on this issue. 

‘There’s a real risk that 
people who’ve signed up for 
installation, expecting the 
higher rate, will now have the 
rug swept out from under their 
feet.’

Breach of the peace man 
admonished by sheriff
threatened members of staff in the Fort 
William Job Centre after being told he was 

admonished.
James Reade, now of 29 Scarrel Terrace, 

Castlemilk, Glasgow pled guilty to 
conducting himself in a disorderly manner 
by shouting, swearing and threatening staff 
and committing a breach of the peace on 

the peace outside Ossian’s on High Street 
on August 8 last year when he shouted, 

with two men, Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard.

Sentence was deferred for good behaviour 
in January, and after seeing a social work 
report and reading a letter from Reade’s 
partner, Sheriff Kenneth Hogg said: ‘It 
seems you have sorted yourself out. I don’t 
want to see you in court again.’

Second Green Flag for Caol

Pair deny threatening supermarket staff

New Lochaber Housing Association (LHA) tenants at Claggan, Margaret Turner, left, and Emma Sangster with daughter Lacey, right, 
receive their hampers from LHA housing officers Irene Christie and David MacLaren.

Tenants get keys to new Fort William homes

instance. A grid connection is 

UOG commercial development 
manager Lisa Maclean said: 
‘The CARES loan is vital to our 
project development and we are 
very grateful to Community En
ergy Scotland for their support 
during the application process. 
We are one step closer to seeing 
the project becoming a reality.’

The trust recruited Ms 

was appointed last month. Both 
posts were funded by the Big 
Lottery Fund and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Galson trust secures 
renewable energy loan

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
together with Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle have been awarded 

to continue their work in 
promoting the Gaelic language.

The money, which came from 
the Gaelic Language Imple
mentation Fund will be used 
to increase Gaelic in Argyll 
and Bute through a series of 
projects.

Tutors will be trained using 
the Ùlpan learning method 
though classes in Kintyre, Mid 
Argyll and Cowal and Gaelic 
conversation classes will held at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle (Islay).

There will also be a 
pilot drama club run in Islay’s 
primary schools to encourage 
Gaelic learners aged three to 12.

£12,000 boost to 
promote Gaelic

Disabled blue 
badge fees to rise
THE FEE for a blue badge 
disabled parking permit is to 

are being introduced across 
Scotland and will cost Argyll 

people entitled.  The increased 

approved at last week’s council 
executive. Anyone who applies 

their permit at the lower price.

A COMMUNITY project to 
prevent the privatisation of 
elderly care provision on Tiree 
will hold a public meeting this 
week to consult on the way 
forward.

Argyll and Bute Council will 
in February put the island’s 
Eventide Care Home out to 
tender, but Cùram Thiriodh 
hope to avert the possibility 
of a private company running 
the business by taking it into 
community ownership.

As part of that proposal, 
they propose to implement an 
‘integrated care plan’ that will 
bring together nurses, home staff 
and the ‘Care at Home’, while a 
new building will be looked at 
for the coming years.

But success will depend on the 
support of locals, they say, and a 
meeting will be held at An Talla 
next week to hear what islanders 
have to say about the project.

Dr John Holliday, who has 
been driving the project, said: 
‘We think the way forward is 
to bring together the nurses, 
the Home staff and the ‘Care 
at Home’ staff into one team 
– what we call an integrated care 
service. 

‘We also think we are going 
to need a new building in the 
next ten years. But for Cùram to 
succeed, we need the backing of 
the community.’ 

Islanders  
hold
meeting
on care 
cover
Community 
project aims to 
protect elderly care 
provision on Tiree

Dr John Holliday.
posing to move its service from 

Kentallen – but the community 
will ultimately decide what hap
pens next.

Following the closure of the 
Duror shop on Tuesday this 

ing ahead with plans to move 

yards along the A828. 
In the meantime, it is encour

aging customers in the area to 
give their views on the service 

Ltd says its proposed relocation 
presents the best solution to 

the area in the longer term. Cus
tomers will still be able to access 
the same range of products and 
services as the current service. 

Proposal to move 
Duror Post Office 
to Kentallen
Closure of village shop forces move

AN ARTIST from Bute has 
been named as a new arts 
ambassador for the county. 

Nicola Jones, who is also a 
tutor with Argyll College, has 
taken on the voluntary post, 
as part of the Voluntary Arts 
Network.

so many layers of bureaucracy 
lying between ordinary people 
and the decision makers, we all 
need somebody to speak up for 
us. Now those participating in 
the arts and crafts in Argyll and 
Bute have a designated person 
they can talk to about their 
hopes and concerns for the area, 
who will then feedback those 
concerns to people in a position 
to do something about it.’

Bute artist named 
as ambassador

Argyll and Bute 
parking amnesty
ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
announced a ‘parking amnesty’ 
to boost local Christmas 
shopping. 

will be lifted in all the county’s 
towns. 

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said it was the third year the 
scheme had been put in place 

Loch Fyne complex 
adds electric car 
charge point
THE WEST coast will be 
within reach of electric car 
drivers thanks to a new 
charging point on a major route. 

Loch Fyne Oyster Bar, in 
Cairndow on A83, has put in 
the plug, allowing diners to 
charge up for free while they 
enjoy a meal. John Meaney, 
facilities manager, said it was 

commitment to the environment 
and sustainability. It is believed 
to be only the second charging 
point in Argyll, after one was 
installed in Ford, Mid Argyll, 
earlier this year. 

Cleaner water 
ahead for Dalmally
A PROJECT to upgrade the 
disinfection system at the 
Dalmally Water Treatment 
Works (WTW) will give around 

fresher drinking water, says 
Scottish Water.

ensure the water meets the 
requirements of the Drinking 
Water Quality Regulator.

Scottish Water expects to 
have the work completed by 

Construction manager David 
Kitching said: ‘There will be 
no disruption to the supply to 
customers in the area and we 

management will be required 
because the work will be 
contained at the WTW.’

IT WAS the pub’s fault, not 
mine, a man told Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court last week. 

Stephen Blackstock, aged 
39, of 24E Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, pleaded guilty 
to assaulting an employee of a 
town centre bar on September 
16. Blackstock claimed: ‘There 
should have been a doorman 
and I wouldn’t have been 
allowed in the premises.’ 

‘So you are saying it’s their 
fault?’ asked Sheriff Ruth 

Campbeltown 
drunk blames pub

Easdale
playpark safe 
say owners

Islay patients given written 
assurances over GP cover

A COMMUNITY playpark 
with a small wind generator 
and solar panel is safe, despite 
the concerns of a parent, say its 
owners. 

Eilean Eisdeal worked with 
parents and children to install 
the eco equipment as part of its 
Green Streets project. However, 
a small wind turbine was dam
aged when stones were thrown 
at it and its blades had to be 
removed. One worried parent, 
who did not want to be named, 
contacted The Oban Times to 
say she feared youngsters could 
be injured if parts of the turbine 

there is a terrible accident wait
ing to happen.’

Keren Cafferty, chairwoman of 
the community group, acknowl
edged a parent raised objections 
to the playpark plans. She added: 
‘All of these concerns were ad
dressed. Other parents and chil
dren enjoy and make use of the 
playpark and we have received 
many positive comments.’

PATIENTS of Islay’s 
Bowmore, Port Ellen and Isle 
of Jura medical practices have 
been reassured their General 
Practitioner (GP) posts will be 

Dr Jean Knowles recently 
announced she would retire 
at the end of January next 
year and would pull out of a 
proposed takeover of Bowmore 

However, in a letter to the 
patients concerned, Argyll 
and Bute Community Health 
Partnership (CHP) said it 
would employ locum doctors 

the posts are being advertised 
and that the CHP would 
‘assume responsibility for the 
provision of health services 
until such time as these 

Statement
The written statement, 

signed by CHP general 
manager Derek Leslie, reads: 
Following discussion with the 
local GPs, it is the intention 
that the adverts for these 

continued close working and 
co-operation between the post 
holders appointed and the 

‘This will ensure ongoing 
professional support for all 
GPs and a safe and sustainable 
model for out-of-hours and 
community hospital care 

Mr Leslie also told patients 
the CHP would keep islanders 
informed and involved 

Public meeting
He was due to attend a 

public meeting on the issue, 
along with locality manager 
Christina West, on Monday 
this week in the Gaelic college, 

REPORT by 
EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk
Since it was established, 

Cùram Thiriodh has established 
a working group with the 
assistance of the Tiree Trust, 
established a limited company 
with directors and is progressing 
towards becoming a registered 
charity.

Liaising closely with the 
population on Coll, the group 
has looked at each island’s 
respective provision and is now 
writing a new business plan for 
each different way of running 
the service.

The public meeting to discuss 
community feelings towards 
Cùram Thiriodh will be held at 
An Talla on Monday December 

 By STEVEN 
FLANAGAN

the views of local customers and 
stakeholders on this proposal, 

the closing date for views to be 
submitted. Anyone with any 
comments or concerns about the 
relocation can write to Kenny 

National Consultation Team, 

8ZW. Should there be a break 
in service, three alternative Post 

Ballachulish branch, Loanfern, 
Ballachulish, PH49 4JB; Glen
coe branch, Carnoch, Glencoe, 
PH49 4HS; Port Appin branch, 

Port Appin, Appin, PA38 4DE.
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Police find 
cannabis garden
POLICE searching a house 
at Corran Brae, Oban under 
warrant discovered a cannabis 
cultivation and hydroponics 
system. A 29-year-old man will 
appear at Oban Sheriff Court 

week. 

A MOTORIST who tried to drive off with 
an over-laden trailer was stopped by police 
close to the Corran Esplanade in Oban. 

The 44-year-old man has been charged 
with reckless driving. 

A MOTORIST has been charged with driv-
ing aggressively and recklessly following 
an incident in Lora View, North Connel 
last Wednesday, November 23 at 2.30pm. 

The 32-year-old man is the subject of a 
report to the Procurator Fiscal.

AN 80-YEAR-old woman was assaulted in 
Lorn Road, Dunbeg on Sunday, November 
27. A 46-year old man was charged in 
connection with the incident.

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after 
a handbag was stolen from an unlocked 
house in Longsdale Road, Oban, between 
November 21 and 22. 

The bag’s contents included personal 
papers and a purse with a sum of money. 
Anyone with any information can contact 
Constable Danks at Oban Police. 

A WOMAN aged 28 was charged with 
conducting herself in a disorderly manner 
towards a 58-year-old woman in Miller 
Road, Oban. 

A report has been made to the Procurator 
Fiscal after the incident, at 2.30pm on 
November 22.  

A 24-YEAR-old man had his 
car seized by police after they 
stopped him on Oban’s Corran 
Esplanade and discovered he 
was driving the vehicle with 
no insurance. He has been 
reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal following the incident, on 
Tuesday, November 22. 

Oban driver has car 
seized by police

Lorn Lines

We are keen to 
crack on with this 
long-waited next 
stage.
Callum MacLeod

IT HAS been a busy week for the young Highland dancers of the 
Eilidh MacInnes School of Dance.

The dancers entertained the crowd at Oban Distillery at the 
close of the Winter Festival on Sunday.

The weekend before, the youngsters braved the damp weather 
conditions to perform at the Christmas Lights Switch-on in Sta-
tion Square.

The dancers were: Charlie Nathen, Ragen Kelly, Lucy Croarkin, 
Bronwen Davies, Amy Gibb, Karina Black, Jenna MacInnes, 
Kirsty MacInnes, Abbie MacKenzie and Aisling McGuire. 

ST COLUMBA’S Primary School, Oban will be holding an open 
evening for prospective pupils and their parents. 

August can come along for a tour, the chance to meet teachers 
and pupils, games and refreshments. 

MEMBERS of the Oban and District Classic Vehicle Club held 
their monthly meeting in the Lochnell Arms Hotel, North Connel.
A Bring and Buy Sale took place at this meeting with a range of 
items from car magazines to aircraft parts being sold to raise a 
total of £142.00 for club funds. 

19.30 at the Lochnell Arms, North Connel, and anyone interested 
is invited to attend.

THERE was a large turnout of members and visitors to Oban 
Photographic Club’s weekly meeting in the Regent Hotel Oban 
on Monday, November 21. 

Douglas May, FRPS, a past president of Edinburgh Pho-
tographic Society and current chairman of one of the Royal 
Photographic Society’s panels of judges, came along to give the 
results of the ‘Abstract’ competition. 

-
ful and constructive commentary on what an abstract should be 
and where the entries could have been bettered. 

Results 
Projected Images: 1st  Stephen Lawson who also received 

the John Douglas Trophy for the best overall image; 2nd  Jim 
Kirkpatrick; 3rd   Ronnie McKillop

Prints: 1st & 2nd  John Douglas; 3rd  Ronnie McKillop

William showing and talking about his photography.

TO MARK the 200th anniversary year of Oban’s Royal Burgh 
status, the town’s speakers club invited Oban historian Bob Mc-
Culloch to speak at its annual dinner last Thursday at Soroba 
House Hotel. Bob is pictured third from right with the club’s 

Frank Walton, president John MacLean, social secretary Cam-
eron Fletcher and educational director Eamonn Arthur.

A YOUTH group from Oban is preparing to show Argyll in its 

county. The Zoooom! group, run by H2O youth worker Ewen 
-

The Oban branch of the Salva-
tion Army is pleased with the 
response so far to its Christmas 
Toy Appeal but is keen to 
collect even more contributions 
for under-privileged children. 

People doing their Christmas 
shopping are being asked to buy 

Superdrug store in the town. 
Pictured with some of the 

already donated presents are 
Salvation Army majors John 
and Joan Swan and Superdrug 
assistant manager Dawn 
Walker. 

AN OBAN store is looking for a local charity partner to support 
during 2012. 

Each year the Original Factory Shop picks a good cause and 
staff help to raise funds throughout the year. 

nomination form, available in store, before December 5. 

A POKER competition has been held in memory of a regular 
player at Oban’s Aulay’s Bar who died earlier this year. 

The inaugural Matt Watson Cockroach Championship was held 
on November 14. Matt was a regular at poker nights every Mon-
day in Aulay’s Bar and was affectionately known as ‘Cockroach’ 
because of his ability to stay in the game against the odds. 

£300 pot going to charity. The winner, David MacPhee, chose to 
donate the prize to Yorkhill Children’s Hospital. 

Xmas toy appeal

Guesthouse gains 
four-star gold
AN OBAN guesthouse has 

achieve a four star gold award 
from VisitScotland. 

After they impressed at their 
latest inspection, Alt na Craig 
House in Glenmore Road 
joins a select group of only 
29 guesthouses in Scotland to 
reach this standard. 

‘Bloom’ raffle aids 
drug education

the battle against narcotics by 

schemes to educate children 
about the dangers of drug use.

Prizes range from £100 cash, 
donated by the MacQueen 
Brother’s Charitable Trust, bed 
and breakfast for two at the Let-

and bottles of malt from Oban 
and Tobermory distilleries.

Tickets are available from 

Street. The winners will be 
drawn by chief inspector Brian 
Auld on December 12 at noon.

THE ARGYLL Hotel will come 
down before Christmas – but a 
new hotel to be built in its place 
may not be ready until 2014.

Developers Alan and Callum 
MacLeod of Ee-Usk had previ-
ously been granted permission 
to demolish the crumbling Oban 
property, pending the granting 
of a method statement from the 
council, with a view to building 
a new hotel in its place.

But the father and son team 
claimed a condition, that stated 
a contractor for a new build had 
to be in place before demolition, 
was stalling their plans.

Last Wednesday, faced with 
a damning engineer’s report, 

which stated the structure may 
not survive a harsh winter, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s plan-
ning, protective services and 
licensing (PPSL) committee 
threw out a recommendation 

the condition. Work has begun 
this week to remove internal 

derelict hotel.
The MacLeods, who say they 

have already spent around 
£500,000 on the acquisition of 
the building and administration 
costs, admitted they feel more 

news.
Callum MacLeod told The 

Oban Times: ‘The PPSL’s deci-
sion is absolutely fantastic and 
we are keen to crack on with 

development. The hotel will be 
demolished by Christmas.

‘I think the most recent engi-
neer’s report was the turning 
point and I welcome the unani-
mous decision by councillors to 

decision.
‘The new hotel will be a 16-

month build and we can’t afford 
to be opening out of season. 
If I can’t get the foundations 
in the ground in January or 

is little chance of us starting the 
build in 2012. Timing is of the 
essence.’

The developers are planning 
to build a 64-bedroom hotel, 

built in the town for 100 years.

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee, 
whose ward covers the Argyll 
Hotel site, said: ‘I am glad 
the PPSL saw sense and gave 
permission for this dangerous 
building to come down.

‘Having seen the plans for the 

the development and believe it 

over other coastal towns in 
Scotland.’

At hearing news of the 
pending demolition, Oban 
Community Council has called 
for improvements to be made to 
Charles Street, believed to be 
the town’s oldest street, which 
lies in behind the Argyll Hotel.

Oban’s Argyll Hotel to 
be down by Christmas

Pontoon
project
edges closer

10-day winter festival proves success

Warning follows Mull eagle nest fines

Police files

CHRISTMAS came early in 
Oban with the success of the in-
augural 10-day Winter Festival.

Like the Oban 200 celebra-
tions in the summer, the event 
highlighted Oban’s community 
spirit, with most events being 
well attended. It also provided a 

an otherwise quiet time of year 
for visitors.

The festival culminated on 
Sunday in a lantern parade with 

Halls to Oban Distillery, where 
a festive market attracted hun-
dreds of locals and visitors. The 
parade was led by Oban High 
School Pipe Band and provided 
a spectacle for the hundreds 
taking part.

From there, crowds gathered 
in the town centre and along 
the Esplanade to watch the 

display.
Earlier in the week the 

much-heralded synthetic ice-
skating rink was fully booked 
for the four days it was open 
at Atlantis Leisure, the newly 
opened Dunollie House hosted 
well-attended guided walks and 
an Elves’ Treasure Hunt run by 
Stramash. Evening events such 
as the Wine Call My Bluff, 
proved popular.

But most pleasing of all for 
organisers was the willingness 
of town centre businesses to 
decorate their shop fronts and 
design window displays to help 
everyone get into the festive 
spirit.

Pamela Lockhart, one of the 
eight festival committee mem-
bers, said: ‘The shop window 

displays were better than we 
could have hoped for and we 
could not pick out the best one. 
In the end we declared Mary’s 
Meals, Purdie’s and The Pancake 
Place, as joint winners.

‘The Lantern Parade was 
fabulous and the youth market at 
the Corran Halls, where primary 
school children formed a choir, 
was a joy to see. It was so busy.

‘The whole festival was very 
much a community event and it 
was great to see everyone out 
around the town.’

As a reward for the business’s 
window display, The Pancake 
Place’s Paula May was selected 

-
play at McCaig’s Tower, which 
signalled the beginning of the 
Lantern Parade on Sunday.

Afterwards, Oban Community 
Council’s Catherine Gillies said: 
‘To have that number of people 
going through the town at this 
time of year is amazing.’ Fireworks from McCaig’s Tower signalled the start of the parade 

The festival culminated on Sunday with a lantern parade from the Corran Halls to a festive market at Oban Distillery

THE ROYAL Society for the Pro-
tection of Birds (RSPB) Scotland 
has issued a warning to those 
attempting to disturb the nesting 
white-tailed eagles on Mull after 

the offence.
Yuli Panayotov, aged 32, from 

London and Ivaylo Takev, aged 36, 
from Norwich were found guilty at 

Oban Sheriff Court last week of dis-
turbing the nest site at Killiechronan 
on May 1, 2010 by setting up a tent 
less then 100 metres from the site 
and photographing the birds.

combined total of £1,100, had 
disregarded warnings from RSPB 

approach the site. 

attraction on Mull, bringing £5m to 
the local economy every year.

said: ‘Unacceptable behaviour from 
people who think they are above the 
law and choose to disturb protected 
wildlife like the eagles will not be 
tolerated – wildlife photographers 
in particular need to take note.’ 

THE GROUP behind a plan to 
install pontoons in Oban Bay 
says it is a step closer to its 
goal this week after submitting 
a revised plan for the works to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Oban Bay Marine (OBM) was 
granted planning permission in 
November 2008 to install berths 
in the bay but resubmitted plans 
on Monday to add fuel berthing 
and space for up to 20 boats for 
winter berthing.

The updated plan would allow 

of seven berths on the inside of 
the breakwater.

OBM also plans to move the 
proposed access for pedestrians 
from the North Pier to the South 
Pier.

Meanwhile, the group has 
-

tors for the works but is in the 
process of meeting potential 
funders.

OBM has claimed that its costs 
so far are 53 per cent less than 

presented to Argyll and Bute 
Council.

AN OBAN-based outdoor 
organisation is celebrating a 
£6,000 boost from the RBS 
Communityforce Awards this 
week. 

Stramash won a public vote to 
decide the award by just three 
votes and will use the money 
to work with people living in 

-
tive, said: The award will make 
a big difference to the work of 
Stramash and will allow us to 
continue to use the outdoors to 
help change the lives of some of 
the most vulnerable in society.

‘I would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who 
voted for us.’

Stramash celebrate 
£6,000 RBS award

while

stocks
last

For more details contact 
Cakebread’s, The Old Tweedmill, 

Soroba Road, Oban
01631 565141

WWW.cakebreadsgardencentre.co.uk

Christmas Showcase
Cakebreads

Tempura and 

sushi from Itadaki 

zen - Oban’s 

new Japanese 

restaurant

PRIZE DRAW

(IN AID OF OBAN CINEMA)

£100

Cakebreads

Gift Token 

£25 voucher

Eeusk/Piazza

MANY OTHER PRIZES

Saturday
December 3rd

1pm – 6pm

• Original artworks by Nicola McInally
(RSA Exhibitor) & Alice Strange

• Jewellery by Lynn Fisher
• New stock - lots of unusual gift ideas
• Living & Cut Xmas Trees
• Jewellery and cards from 

Cheallahs Crafts 
• Crafts from Oban High School 
 Young Enterprise Team
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THE FORMER Balamory Bus has made 

Youngsters from Bunessan Primary School were the first to benefit from the Balamory Bus, now in community ownership. 

Next week  DOWN YOUR 
WAY visits Nether Lochaber with
reporter Richard Haddock.
You can contact him on 01397 703003 or 
email rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk.

Down Your Way
This week - Gigha

-

THE ANNUAL
GLENFINNAN

ARDNAMURCHAN

On the Sconser to Raasay ferry: seated from left, Carolyn Kimmel, 
Pauline Smith and Nicola Rust with senior ranger John Phillps and 

access officer Donald Kennedy.

Pupils from Iona Primary School, who have just started their 
own project about Japan, make their contribution to the Boat of 

Blessings. 

TAYNUILT

-

-

ARDCHATTAN

-

ISLAY

SC

THE 
St 

Christopher

SPEAN BRIDGE

Fergie 
Domhnallach

MOIDART
AND ACHARACLE

PLOCKTON

-

NORTH CONNEL
AND GLENDARUEL 

CM MacRae.

Rome’s Got Talent.

Appin

-

APPIN

CONNEL

PORTNAHAVEN
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Looking for the 
perfect gift?

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us on 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, available only by calling.

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAY
HOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVE*

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

Buy 3 subscriptions & get 1 free
      OR
3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter by 
direct debit, saving 30%*

      OR
Give a one year gift subscription for only £43.20 
and receive 1 issue free

1

2

3

Then choose one of two easy ways to pay:
Call 01631 568000 or Click

Argyll community looks to the future with grassroots planning

Lochaber 
enviro group 
plan campaign
Increased attendance at 
AGM proves encouraging

Caol benefit 
cheat avoids jail

Skyeman flying 
high in balloon

Kinlochleven man 
ignored drive ban

Inveraray hotel 
wins ale award

Police assaulted 
after pub incident

Journey

The Dunbeg nursery and primary school pupils who took part in the Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal. 16_t48shoebox01

The Oban Times

Roy Bridge driver banned

Successful

The Oban Times

The Oban Times

Thieves steal stainless steel

Diesel leak leads to charges

Manran play 
Sunart Centre

Social purpose 

HIE turn spotlight on  
community run enterprise
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C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

BRIQUETTES - rapid, reliable heat

The quick way to warm a cold house

01631 563271
We also supply bagged wood pellets

For booking large or small and orders
Call or email us.

01855 821 048
visit www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

We wish all our valued 
customers a merry xmas

Restaurant is now closed 
for winter holidays

Re-open on the 22nd of 
December for lunch and dinner 

featuring a festive menu
Closed on 25th & 26th December 

and the 1st of January.
Our shop will be open on Saturdays from 
10 untill 2pm and all week from the 19th 

last minute gourmet Xmas gift ideas.

HAPPINESS is as much about 
looking good as feeling fantastic, 
which is why Argyll Holistic 
Therapy has welcomed beauty 
therapist Magdalena Sadlik to 
the company.
Magdalena’s Beauty Care has 
joined Argyll Beauty Therapy as 
part of Argyll Holistic Therapy 
at Old Crofters, Soroba Road, 
bringing into one location 
everything you need to make 
you feel good.
Holistic therapist, Tracy 
Gilmour, said: ‘I think what we 

Feeling good is as much about 
spirit as it is in body. 
‘We offer a genuine way to 
improve your life.’
Magdalena says the working 
partnership has proved very 
fruitful.
‘This works well for both of us, but especially for the 
clients because from one place they can get everything 
they need to leave feeling really good about themselves,’ 
she said.
Magdalena comes into the business with over seven 

with Dermalogica on moving to Scotland, then working 
as a consultant for Clarins.
You can be sure, then, that she will be able to listen, advise 
and inform on the best treatments for you, offering a full 
range of beauty therapies and Magdalena’s trademark 
Eyebrow Artistry.
This amazing treatment lifts the eye and frames the 
face, giving you the eyebrows you’ve always dreamed 
about.

She said: ‘Having continued to train in holistic 
therapy techniques throughout the last four years, I’m 

of the clients that come here.’

Argyll Holistic Therapy can help 
you look good and feel fantastic

Tracy’s therapies include Rainbow 
Reiki, Hopi ear candling, Indian 
head massage, eastern face 
massage, crystal therapy and face 
threading.
Her techniques can help relief stress, 
boost relaxation and concentration, 
something that appeals to a broad 
spectrum of her client base.

massage particularly helpful for 
relieving stress.  We get a lot of 
school pupils coming in for therapies 
ahead of their exams and they feel it 
helps their performance.’
For more information and special 
offers, check Argyll Holistic 
Therapy’s Facebook page, or phone 
07787125579 for an appointment.
Argyll Holistic Therapy also has 
space available for use by other 
groups, speak to Tracy for details.

ARGYLL HOLISTIC THERAPY
for all your health and beauty needs

ARGYLL BEAUTY THERAPY

Open Monday – Saturday 
(evening appointments available)

Please call for Beauty 07593630916 
or for Holistic 07787125579

Old Crofters, Soroba Road, Oban, 
PA34 4HU (next to Stoddarts)

20% discount 
and monthly offers; wrinkle filler 

treatment; kundalini and laughter 
yoga; hypnotherapy; candle parties; 

group pampering nights

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

THE WEST Highlands will have 
a new police operations centre at 
Fort William within two years, 
the area’s new police chief has 
pledged.

And Area Commander for 
Lochaber, Skye and Lochalsh 
David Bushell says sharing the 
building on the Blar Mhor with 
Scottish Ambulance service 

The combined ‘blue light’ 
centre forms part of Miller 
Developments’ £50million 
phased scheme for a 70,000sqft 
Tesco superstore, other retail 
outlets and leisure facilities. A 
new Gaelic school, a relocated 
Belford Hospital and ‘3G’ sports 
pitch are also planned for the 
105-acre site.

AC Bushell said: ‘I am abso-

get the new station within the 

go ahead and the funding is 
there.

‘We are now starting to have 
meetings to decide what sort of 
things to have inside and how 

A FORT William dental surgery has been named 
the top NHS practice in the country after scoop-
ing two honours at the Dentistry Awards 2011 at 
Gleneagles Hotel last Friday.

M&S Dental Care on Glen Nevis Place was also 
named as the top overall dental practice in the 
north of Scotland.

Dental surgeon Dr Gregor Muir told The Oban 
Times he was ‘over the moon’ after receiving the 

award. He said: ‘Our calibre was good enough to 
know that we could win, but to get the best in the 
entire north was fantastic. For a general practice 
to compete at the same level as the large private 
practices is fantastic.

‘Everybody has worked so hard to achieve this, 
and it’s great to have your hard work recognised.’ 

Dr Muir said the plaques would hang in the 
surgery reception.

FORT William volunteer 
Audrey Dennison has been 
honoured for her contributions 
to Remembrance Day services in 
the town over the past 20 years.

Ms Dennison was given 
Poppyscotland’s  President’s 
Award, its highest accolade, at the 
Railway Social Club, Inverlochy, 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The charity’s president, 
Lieutenant General Sir Alistair 
Irwin, presented Ms Dennison 
with a plaque and a golden poppy 
to mark her time and efforts.

During her time helping out 
with the charity, Ms Dennison, 
a bank worker, has counted the 
contents of more than 3,000 
collecting cans single-handedly, 

A KINLOCHLEVEN woman 
has expressed delight after an 
employment tribunal ruled she 
was unfairly sacked by a Skye 
laird.

Dunvegan Castle curator in 
March by Clan MacLeod chief 
Hugh MacLeod, who gave her 
10 minutes to pack her bags 
after falsely accusing her of 
stealing a mahogany bureau and 
desk found in her lodgings in the 
castle grounds.

Mrs Byers told the Glasgow 
tribunal the furniture been gifted 
to her by the previous curator, 
Donald Stewart, when she 

CAOL Community Centre’s 
(CCC) senior citizens lunch club 
is to be opened up to people of 
all ages in an attempt to break 
even.

At a public meeting on Monday 
night, the steering group set 
up to pilot a transfer of control 
from Highland Council to 
local people told the 60-strong 
audience that without more 
business the club would struggle 
to remain self-supporting and 
prices could rise. Press secretary 
George Kerr said the success 
of the takeover depended on 
getting the entire community 
involved. He said: ‘It’s a centre 
that should be for all – for young 
people, for old people and for 
people in between. It’s not just 
about the lunch club though, it’s 
about the centre and it’s about 
the community of Caol.’

Mr Kerr suggested a sub-
committee to represent the 
views of people under the age of 
25 be set up.

Group member Linda Campbell 
said local people needed to start 
using the centre more to ensure 

She said: ‘We need functions, 
we need parties – the doors are 
open. We’ve got to keep the 
place open and we’ve got to keep 

Chairman Donnie Corbett 
announced a funding application 
to Highland LEADER had been 
made. ‘We are going to set up a 
company,’ he said. ‘We are going 

hopefully, if we can get the 
grant. If you want to be part of 
a new era for Caol Community 
Centre, the steering group would 
be pleased to hear from you.’

The group has launched 
a new website, www.
caolcommunitycentre.co.uk, to 
give updates on latest news and 
events, as well as providing a 
booking service. 

Dr Gregor Muir, right, and practice manager Jillian Bruce, centre, with other members of the 
surgery team and the two awards. 20_f48dentist01

Police pledge to
open new station 
within two years

Pledge: AC David Bushell. 
20_f48police01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

it will work. We are about to 
appoint architects, but it will 
be into the New Year before the 
Northern Joint Police Board will 
be able to announce that.’

Lochaber’s top cop said artist’s 
impressions of the new facility 
were scheduled for completion 
by January or February 2012.

He added: ‘The building will 
have the ambulance station at 
one side and ourselves at the 
other, with a shared social area.

‘It can only be a good thing 
if you can sit down in a rest 
room for half an hour with col-
leagues from another service 
- because half an hour later the 
same people could be attending 
an emergency situation, a car 
accident for example, trying to 
save life and limb.

‘Control rooms and all the 
other bits are separate because 

you cannot have ambulance staff 
mixed up in police intelligence, 
and the same goes the other way 
around.

‘That we are building a joint 
facility means that we are saving 

-
erationally. Working together in 
an informal setting always helps, 

but there’s still a question mark 
how all that comes together. We 
will have to see how that pans 
out in the next few months.’

Local councillor Donald Cam-
eron said: ‘It’s good to see joined 

class facility. Both the existing 
police and ambulance stations 
are past their sell-by date.’

Upgrading the A830/A82 
Lochybridge roundabout is 
scheduled to start in late January, 
funded through a community 

Developments. 
Work on a new roundabout at 

the Blar Mhor Industrial Estate 

the A830, the industrial estate 
and the new development will 
follow. 

Lochyside in anticipation of the 
Fort William link road being 
built some time in the future.

Highland Council granted the 
project outline approval in June. 
Miller expects a decision on 
detailed applications shortly.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK

Caol lunch 
club appeal

took up the post in 1997. Judge 
Alan Strain agreed, ruling the 
accusation of theft was simply 
a ‘smokescreen’ to sack Mrs 
Byers, who could now receive 
up to £20,000 compensation.

The 57-year-old, now working 
at the Glencoe Hotel, told 
The Oban Times: ‘I’m really 
delighted after such a long and 
harrowing ordeal. 

‘It’s been going on for nine 
months. 

‘I feel sad it’s ended this way, 
but I don’t feel anger. I just think 
back to the good times I had with 
Donald Stewart and all the other 
members of staff there.’

A spokesperson for the 
MacLeod Estate said: ‘Asking 
Mrs Byers to handover her 
keys and to leave the curator’s 

MacLeod to take, but once he 

he felt he had to act immediately 
to ensure the integrity of the 
collection.

‘The MacLeod Estate is 
naturally disappointed by the 
employment tribunal’s decision. 
However we are pleased that 
the hearing is now over and we 
wish Mrs Byers all the best for 
the future.’

Audrey receiving the plaque and a golden poppy from 
Poppyscotland president Sir Alistair Irwin. 10_f48poppy01

as well as sorting and banking 
more than £87,000 for the poppy 
collection.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
really pleased with the award. 

‘But what I do is nothing 
compared to the people who go 
out there and give their lives. I 
enjoy it really.’

Scottish Poppy Appeal area 
organiser Mark McCann 
nominated Ms Dennison for the 
award. 

He said: ‘By making separate 
counts of each tin, Audrey has 
enabled us to give individual 
thanks to those who contributed 
to the appeal in the area. It is an 
honour for us all to celebrate 
with Audrey.’

Fort William volunteer awarded 
Poppyscotland’s highest award 

Town dentist best in the country

‘Blue light’ centre to be shared with ambulance service

Kinlochleven woman’s delight   
at industrial tribunal ruling

THE ICE Factor in 
Kinlochleven will host the 2011 
Christmas Leven Festival on 
Saturday at 11am. Organiser 
Kay McDuff said: ‘It promises 
to be a great family day out.’

Leven Festival fun

service investigation is 
underway after a house on 
Canna was destroyed in a 
blaze overnight on Sunday 
into Monday morning.

Police in Fort William re-
ceived a call around 9.50pm 
on Sunday evening to say the 
New House, on the southeast 
shoreline close to the bridge 

Because of the response 
time involved and as no lives 
were at risk, it was decided 
not to deploy the Mallaig 

crew to the island. Sea con-
ditions were also extremely 
rough at time.

It is understood a woman 
got out safely from the 
burning building. Local 
sources said her partner was 

stormbound in Mallaig over 
Sunday and Monday.

Highlands and Islands Fire 
and Rescue Service area 
manager Scott Hay said the 

when reported and burnt out 
overnight. The island has no 

community response unit.
He said: ‘I can’t recall an 

incident like this on Canna. 

quite a number of years. A 
request for a full investiga-
tion to be performed has 
been made. It will be carried 

rescue service and will look 
into the cause.’  

He added: ‘We are look-
ing an opportunity to go to 
Canna to give safety advice 
on protecting homes from 

of Fort William police said 
on Monday afternoon that 
the severe weather had 
prevented investigators at-
tending the scene.

He added: ‘There are no 
suspicious circumstances at 
this time.’ 

A spokesperson for the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
the island’s owners, told 
The Oban Times: ‘We can 

on Sunday evening. 
‘Fortunately no-one 

was injured, however, the 
damage to the property is 
extensive. 

‘The trust is working with 
the tenants to provide support, 
including temporary accom-
modation, at this time.’

Probe launched 
after Canna house 
is destroyed by fire

Mixed reaction to search and            
rescue switch
A DECISION to switch helicopter search and rescue 
operations from the military to civilian contractors has 
met with a mixed response.

from RAF Lossiemouth in Moray and HMS Gannet in 
Prestwick, are to be retired by 2016.

The UK government wants the armed forces to focus on 
front-line operations.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team Leader John 
Stevenson said: ‘We don’t yet know what kind of service 
we will get with the new helicopters and what rules they 

Stornoway coastguard Jamie Ralston said the move would 
mean ‘a better service with better aircraft’.

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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Teenage piper hits 
the high notes
ROY BRIDGE teenage piper 
Sandy Cameron made a clean 
sweep of awards at two recent 
national piping competitions.

Sandy, currently in his third 
year at Dollar Academy, won 
three events at the Scottish 
Piping Society of London’s Solo 
Piping Championship, which 
attracts some of the world’s top 
solo pipers. The competition was 
held in the Kensington Confer-
ence Centre.

in every one of the categories 
in the under 18 age group 
- march, strathspey and reel; 
piobaireachd and slow air and 
jig. For his achievements, Sandy 
was awarded the Jim Caution 
Memorial Quaich by the Scot-
tish Piping Society.

Skye youngster Brighde Cham-
beul also took part in the event 

behind Sandy in the piobaire-
achd and march and strathspey 
and reel competitions.

The pair then both competed 
at the Scots Guard Association 
junior piping competition in 
Edinburgh. Sandy, who is 
tutored by Kyle of Lochalsh man 
Iain MacFadyen, won the under 
15s, strathspey and reel, piobai-
reachd and the march, as well 
as the overall award. Brighde 
came second in the under 15 
piobaireachd. 

Craig Stewart, who is respon-
sible for the pipe band at Sandy’s 
school, praised the youngster’s 
performances.

He said: ‘Sandy’s perform-

outstanding pupil and the whole 
school is delighted for his talents 
to be recognised at a national 
level.’

Woman dies after 
car lands in loch
A STORNOWAY woman has 
died after her car slid off the 
road into a loch near Horsacliet 
Lodge on the Isle of Harris.

Speech therapist Lorna 
MacDonald, aged 26, of Cross 
Street, was taken to Western 
Isles Hospital after the accident 
last Thursday afternoon, where 
she was pronounced dead. 

Police are asking for any 
witnesses to this incident to 
contact police at Stornoway on 
01851 702222.

MAJOR upgrades to a Moidart road are due to 
start in the New Year after a £900,000 contract 

carry out the work.
The work will widen the narrow single track 

A861 at Drynie Hill between Kinlochmoidart 
and Archaracle to two track carriageway, as well 
as improving the surface of the road.

The work starts on January 9 and will be car-
ried out Monday-Friday until April 4. The road 
will be closed between 10am and 12.25pm, and 

1.10pm and 3.30pm. Local councillor Michael 
Foxley said he was pleased the European Re-
gional Development Fund had responded to re-
peated requests to help fund the lifeline project. 
He said: ‘Drynie Hill presents a severe challenge 
and bottleneck for all motorists and visitors to 
Acharacle and the Ardnamurchan peninsula and 
this will improve access and make their journey 
a safer and more pleasant experience.’

Ardnamurchan Community Council chairman 
Hugh MacPherson also welcomed the work, 

saying: ‘This upgrade will provide a major boost 
for the community in the area who have had to 
negotiate this notorious sub-standard section of 
road for many long years.’

A row of Western Red Cedars trees planted 
during Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee 
celebrations will be felled during the works 
and replaced with 60 new trees to mark Queen 
Elizabeth’s 60 years on the throne. A plaque will 
be placed in the new lay-by at the top of the hill 
with details of the trees.

A FORMER Fort William 
woman has narrowly escaped 
losing her driving licence after 
hitting and badly injuring a 
motorcyclist on the A830 Road 
to the Isles.

Pauline Goodridge, who ran 
J&M Florists on the town’s 
High Street, was on a week-long 
visit to see her parents and was 
heading to the Caledonian Canal 
car park at Banavie to walk her 
dog when the accident occurred 
on July 26.

The 49-year-old was driving 
west when she attempted a right 
turn into Banavie, but as she 
pulled across the carriageway 
a motorbike travelling in the 
opposite direction crashed 
into the side of her Ford Ka, 

TRANSPORT Scotland (TS) 
gathered the views of the Fort 
William public last week as it 
considers the future of the town’s 
sleeper train service.

Possible cutbacks to the 
Caledonian Sleeper are among 
topics TS is looking at in its 
recently launched Rail 2014 

Fort William Train Station last 
week inviting comments from 
rail users on how services could 
be improved.

Lochaber councillor Brian 
Murphy took part in the 
discussions. He said rail services 
were vital for the town but a  
number of improvements could 
be made, such as more frequent 
services, more carriages for the 
services which are provided and 

Councillor Murphy said: ‘I 
hope people will respond to 
the consultation. If people are 
concerned or interested they 
should get involved.

The Oban 
Times: ‘We’re not ruling 
anything in and we’re not ruling 
anything out. 

‘We want to increase 
patronage and we want ideas 
from the public. It’s very much 
a consultation and we welcome 
any ideas people may have.’ 

The consultation booklet says 
TS is considering ‘removing or 

LOCHABER Citizens Advice 
Bureau is urging local people 
to be ‘savvy shoppers’ this 
Christmas to avoid stacking up 
debt problems in 2012.

The festive campaign comes 
as CABs across Scotland warn 
of the dangers of over-spending 
unnecessarily and falling into a 

Despite a historically low Bank 
of England interest rate of just 
0.5 per cent, loan rates on many 
credit cards stand at 20 per cent 
or more.

That means someone owing 
£10,000 must pay £2,000 per 
year, or £40 a week, simply 
to repay the interest – without 
touching the original debt.

Meanwhile, payday loan 
companies currently advertising 
on TV charge up to 1,734 per 
cent interest over a year.

offers a £50 loan over 30 days for 
£64.75, or 359 per cent APR. If 
the borrower paid back nothing 
for 12 months, the debt would 

retain its out-of-hours emergency nursing cover 
moved to the Scottish Parliament this week.

Highland MSPs Mike Mackenzie, Rhoda Grant 
and Mary Scanlon asked questions of Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing Nicola 
Sturgeon about the situation in west Ardnamurchan 
during a debate at Holyrood last Thursday.

Ms Sturgeon said she would ‘continue to look 
carefully’ at the situation. She said: ‘I have made it 
clear to both NHS Highland and SAS that I expect 

them to work closely together, and with Highland 
Council and the local community, to come up 
collaboratively with a system that provides 
resilience and high-quality health services in the 
area.’

She continued: ‘It is crucial that the health 
board, the ambulance service, the council and 
the community come together to come up with a 
model of service provision that is deliverable and 

safety and sustainability.’

Lochaber High School pupils have raised more than £1,000 for Macmillan Cancer Support Lochaber through school activities over the 
past year. The money was raised from a portion of the donations to the school’s annual ‘High School Hike’ plus the proceeds of tea 
and coffee sales at the school’s recent production of ‘Mary – A Musical Play’. Pictured are the school’s top fundraisers Matthew Cat-

tanach, S3, and Katie Hay, S1, presenting a cheque to Margaret Reid and May Dempster from the charity. Head Teacher Jim Sutherland 
said: ‘Our annual hike raises a lot of money to support extra-curricular activities in the school but it’s good to make a donation to 

charity too and Macmillan Cancer Support is certainly a worthy cause.’

throwing the biker onto the road. 
The motorcyclist suffered severe 
injuries as a result of the accident 
– a double break in her left leg, a 
broken right leg, a broken pelvis, 
a shattered wrist and a lacerated 
spleen. 

The woman was taken to 
Raigmore Hospital and Fort 
William Sheriff Court heard 
she will take 12-18 months to 
fully recover from her injuries. 
Goodridge cried in the dock as 
the injuries were read out.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said the bright setting sun meant 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Goodridge was unable to see the 
yellow and silver motorbike. He 
said: ‘At that time of day, when 
the sun is setting, it is quite 
dazzling.’

Sheriff Kenneth Hogg 
said the college lecturer had 
suffered a ‘momentary lapse of 
concentration’. 

gave her four penalty points, 
bringing her to within a point of 
losing her licence.

Goodridge, now of 80 
Bullscope Lane, Waterlooville, 
Hampshire, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention by 
turning right into the face of an 
oncoming motorbike, colliding 
with it and severely injuring the 
rider.

Driver left 
biker badly 
injured

High school boosts Macmillan coffers 

grow to £866 under the annual 
repayment rate.

Lochaber CAB manager 
Stephen Marshall said against 
this backdrop Christmas 
shopping presented ‘a particular 
challenge’ for many families.

He said: ‘Spending a few pence 
extra here and there might not 
seem like much, but it all adds 
up. Sadly, we have also found 
over the years that shoppers can 
be caught out if they don’t know 
their consumer rights – and 
mounting costs can mean some 
people start the New Year in 
debt.

‘All in all, we want to make 
sure that people in Lochaber 
have a great Christmas and New 
Year – unspoiled by the worry 
that you’ve spent too much.’

The campaign follows a CAB 
Scotland presentation on debt to 
the Scottish Parliament last week. 

Councillor Brian Murphy looks over the consultation with two 
officials from Transport Scotland. 20_f48train01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

the sleeper. It says: ‘We are also 
carrying out additional research 

looking at a number of options 
including letting the sleeper 
services as a separate franchise.’

Local councillor Michael 
Foxley said he hoped as many 
people as possible got involved 
with the discussions. He said: 
‘The more information we can 
get, the better we can represent 
the views of local people. We 
have an opportunity to build a 
better service.’

People who want to give their 

views on the future of Lochaber’s 

at www.transportscotland.gov.
uk/rail2014 or by phoning 0141 
272 7540. The consultation 
will run until February 20 
2012. People can also contact 
Councillor Murphy or Foxley 
directly with their views.

Meanwhile, Highland 
Council’s SNP group has backed 
calls for more investment in the 
sleeper. Highland MSP John 
Finnie raised the issue with 
transport minister Keith Brown 
in parliament last week.

told MSPs Scotland’s 81 CAB 
had dealt with 143,566 new debt 
issues over the past year, or 400 
per day.

He said: ‘When we last 
analysed the debts of these 
clients, we found their average 
debt was now over £20,000. But 
one in 10 of them owed more 
than £50,000. 

‘Yet they had an average net 
income of just £935 per month, 

monthly average of less than 
£400. Half were completely 
dependent on their pension or 

‘All of this means that, for 
every £1 of income, they had 
on average £28 worth of debt. 
In these circumstances, it’s no 
surprise at all that debt stress 
is a huge issue. ‘MSPs need 
to understand the crisis that 
faces many families. We need 
measures that will help those 
who are facing debt and prevent 
others from falling into the same 
trap.’

Champion piper: Sandy 
Cameron with his trophy haul 

from London.

Local views sought on 
future of rail services

Lecturer escapes losing licence

Warning over excessive  
festive period spending

Cash stolen
A QUANTITY of cash was 
stolen from a property in 
Portree sometime between 2pm 
and 5pm on Thursday. 

from 4 Cruachan Place, the 
home of an elderly gentleman, 
police said. Meanwhile, a 
vehicle parked outside a 
residential property at Carbost, 
Skye, was extensively damaged 
between 6pm on Friday 
and 9am on Sunday. Anyone 
with information or who saw 
anyone acting suspiciously 
at the time of these incidents 
can contact Portree Police on 
01478 612888 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Glass smashed
A GLASS panel on an exterior 

Place, Fort William, was 
smashed on Sunday November 

boat was removed from a 
compound at Glencoe sometime 
between 3pm on Friday 
November 18 and 11am on 
Sunday November 20. Anyone 
with knowledge of these 
incidents should contact Fort 
William Police on 01397 702361 

702000.

Voluntary Action 
Lochaber to 
receive award 
LOCHABER provost Allan 
Henderson will present 
Voluntary Action Lochaber with 
a European-standard award in 
Fort William tomorrow.

The afternoon ‘celebration of 
quality’ event in the Alexandra 
Hotel will see Councillor 
Henderson hand over the EFQM 
Committed to Excellence award 
to VAL staff.

Quest speakers will be 
Dave Bradley from Quality 
Scotland and Paul White of the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations.

Old slides on show
LOCHABER Historical Society 
welcomes well-kent postie and 
crofter Neil MacBride from 
Muirshearlich to its monthly 
meeting in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William, at 8pm tonight 
(Thursday). Neil will give a 
slide show on Old Lochaber.

Lochaber Shinty Club honoured its top performers of 2011 at its annual awards night at 
the Ben Nevis Hotel on Saturday night. Left to right: Jack Dignan, second team player of 
the year, Ryan Johnson, under 14 player of the year, Zands Ferguson, player of the year, 

Patrick Toal, under 17 player of the year, Christina MacIntyre, ladies player of the year 
and Shanna MacDonald, most improved ladies player.  Photo courtesy of The Write Image.

Living Life Guided Self-help is a free 

telephone service for people who may be 

feeling low, depressed or anxious.

To make an appointment with a self-help 

coach or for further information call

Monday to Friday 1pm to 9pm.

0800 328 9655



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. The views expressed in The Oban Times are not 
necessarily those of this newspaper.
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15 Years 

Ago The Oban Times

Those Were The Days
Thursday, December 4, 1996
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
1 Charge (7)
5 Text of Islam (5)
8 Become a member (5)
9 Covering (7)
10 One who works for the general masse

(6,7)
11 Light coloured hair (6)
12 Dismal (6)
15 Luminous electrically charged globe (
18 Four square (7)
19 Kingdom (5)
20 Assignation (5)
21 Record (3-4)

Down
1 Depleted (3,2)
2 Buffalo (7)
3 For one's own satisfaction (4-9)
4 Crop stripper (6)
5 Four sided (13)
6 Cool Indian condiment (5)
7 Occurring at the end of every day (7)
11 Young one was looked after (7)
13 Paper fun (7)
14 Land on Lake Victoria (6)
16 Carelessly (5)
17 Final putt (5)

 Got an item for our diary column? 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Times Diary

This week’s flashback photograph is of pupils of Acha School, Isle of Coll, thought to be taken in 1924. It was submitted by 95-year-old 
Sheila Clifford, nee Kennedy, who now lives in Essex and is keen to find out if any of her fellow classmates pictured are still alive. 

Not only does Sheila remember the class teacher, Miss Brodie, and the photographer, Robert Sturgeon senior, she also recalls the 
names of all her classmates and their croft houses. Her classmates were, left to right, back row: Donald Macdonald, Lonban; Alec 

MacFadyen, Ballyhaugh; Jim Irvine, Crossapol; Fergie Robertson, Acha; Duncan Gilchrist, Totamore; Robert MacKinnon; Neil Kennedy, 
Sheila’s brother who died of pleurisy while still at school; Neil MacDonald, Kilbride; John Allan MacFadyen, Ballyhaugh; Hugh 

MacKinnon, Broadhill. Middle row: Mary Bell MacRae, Tigh na Craik; Chrissie Robertson, Acha; Katie Mary MacRae; Lexie Kennedy, 
Ben Meanach; Katie Kennedy, Arinthluic; Isa Irvine, Crossapol; Jessie Kennedy, sister of Sheila, Roundhouse; Miss Brodie. Front 

row: Jimmy MacFadyen, Uig; Johnny MacFadyen, Uig; Mary Margaret Macdonald, Kilbride; Sheila Kennedy, Roundhouse; Campbell 
MacKinnon; Lexie Kennedy, Arinthluic; Duncan Macfadyen, Garden House - his father was the laird’s gardener. If you know anyone in 
the photograph, you can contact Sheila via her daughter, Liz Fletcher on 01962 868 305 or email lizfletcher@dsl.pipex.com We invite 
readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their 

prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Acha School, Isle of Coll, 1924

Bid for Eigg is rejected 

bid being rejected. 
Controversial German owner Marlin Eckhard 

Maruma has agreed to put the isle back on the 
market after failing to attract offers of more 
than £2million. 

Now, The Isle of Eigg Trust, although disap-

make a realistic bid. Undaunted by the sale of 
the island going into extra time, trust secretary 
Maggie Fyffe said: ‘This is by no way the end of 
the road for us.

‘We feel we are still in with a very good chance 
of buying the island and over the next few weeks 
we will be pulling out the stops to raise more 
money and identify sources of funding.

‘Our message to the public is to keep the dona-
tions and pledges rolling in. 

‘We are entering a critical stage of the cam-
paign and every pound counts,’ added Maggie. 
To date more than £300,000 has been raised by 

comedian Eddie Izzard is the latest donor. 
An indication of the continuing interest in the 

campaign is that £40,000 of pledges has been 
received in the last two postal deliveries to the 
island. 

Rising roll at Dalavich 
THE ROLL at Dalavich Primary School, which 
has been earmarked for closure, has increased 
from two to three. 

A mother, who was concerned about her 
daughter travelling on the bus to school in Oban 
after she was involved in an accident when she 
got off the bus in town, has changed her work-
ing hours in order to send her daughter to her 
local school. 

In the meantime, residents of the 52 houses in 
Dalavich are drumming up support for keeping 
the school open, saying that the roll is likely to 
increase even more over the next three years. 

Community spokesperson Joanna Blair told 
The Oban Times
houses in the village and four up for sale, which 
could easily lead to young families moving into 
the area. 

A decision will not be made on whether or not 
the school will be closed until December 19 at 
Argyll and Bute Council’s education commit-
tee. 

A number of parents and representatives of 
the three schools which have so far gone out to 
consultation for closure – Ardentinny, Kerrera 
and Dalavich – are likely to be present to hear 
the committee’s decision on the schools. 

80 new ferry jobs 
THE NEW Campbeltown to Northern Ireland 
ferry will create 80 jobs, according to the Argyll 
and Antrim Steam Packet Company. 

new investment to both communities. 
Starting in July 1997, the seasonal service will 

offer two round trips each day, with a crossing 
time of just under three hours. 

The service will be operated by the MV Clay-
more, which has capacity for 300 passengers 
and 50 cars, or 30 cars and two coaches. The 

Argyll and Antrim Steam Packet Company is 
a subsidiary of Sea Containers Ltd, which has 
worked closely with Argyll and the Islands En-
terprise and Moyle District Council to develop 
the new route. 

Hamish Ross, managing director of the Steam 
Packet Company, said: ‘The new Campbeltown-
Ballycastle service will become an important 
link between Ireland and Argyll and the Scot-
tish Highlands and islands. 

tourist market between the two destinations.’ 
Mr Ross has said that he expects to hold a pub-

lic meeting in Campbeltown, which will include 
a small exhibition, to explain the plans to the 
local population and invite their comments. 

DURHAM company Ebacwatercoolers is clearly determined 
to improve trade, recently announcing online that it can now 
install coolers in Bridge of Orchy. 

OBAN’S volunteer gardener, Andy MacDowall, said he went to 
buy a car recently. How would you like to pay, the dealer asked. 
He answered: ‘Reluctantly’. A sign of the times, perhaps. 

PLAYING
weekend. 

asked to put their lanterns in a bucket at the end of the parade 
to safely extinguish them. Only one problem – someone forgot 
to add the water and organisers were forced to rush into nearby 
premises for buckets of water to prevent a blaze. 

CROFTER John MacPherson, who lives on the Isle of Skye, 
liked a notice he spotted in the window of his local shop.

It read: ‘Good home wanted for year-old collie bitch. 
Understands every word you say -  but ignores it.’ 

OUR THANKS to Jean MacDonald of Lochaber who tells us 
that her eight-year old daughter was asked by a primary school 
teacher last week what the capital of Scotland was. 

After careful thought, the young girl answered ‘S’. Top marks!

OBAN High School is taking action following concerns that 
the humble Wellington boot, worn by fashion icons such as 
working farmers, foresters and even the odd rural newspaper 
reporter, is becoming just too trendy. 

The school relaxed its uniform code during last year’s 
harsh winter, but has received reports that pupils have taken 
to wearing wellies as fashion accessories. Advice has been 
issued to all pupils that the boots should only be worn in snow. 
‘Anyone who lives in the countryside and really needs wellies to 
get down to a main road’, says the school, is permitted to wear 
them to travel, but has been instructed to place them in a special 
bag on arrival. The school has told pupils: ‘Arrangements will 
be made to store them on request.’ 

TRAVIS front man Fran Healy obviously skipped a few lessons 
at diplomacy school. 

The band has been Glastonbury regulars in recent years but 
Fran does not think much of music festivals in general. Asked if 
he went to them, the honest Scot revealed: ‘No way, man. It was 
too expensive. It always seemed a bit of a middle-class day out. 
Eighty quid, come on!’

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

LEIS an sgrùdadh aig a’ Mhorair Ceartais Leveson air 
cumhachd phàipearan-naidheachd air tòiseachadh, tha cop 
mu bhus chuid de phàipearan ag innse mu dhol a-mach chuid 
eile agus mun dìol a rinn iad air daoine thall ‘s a-bhos. ‘S e 
gun teagamh cùis uamhais a th’ann cluinntinn is faicinn cho 
fìor dhàna  ‘s a chaidh cuid aca agus mar a bhrist iad a-staigh 
air saoghal pearsanta dhaoine ann an caochladh dhòighean le 
farchluais fòn nam measg sin. Ach cionnas a ràinig cùisean 
an ìre ladarnais seo? Carson a fhuair luchd-obrach phàipearan 
dheth cho fada le leithid de ghiùlan? Thachair gu ìre mhòr air 
sgàth is gun do cheadaich sinne mar mhòr-shluagh e!  

Mura biodh daoine a’ ceannach nam pàipearan sin agus cho 
measail air an seòrsa sgudail a tha cho tric annta, cha bhiodh 
an riochd sin orra agus cha bhiodh an luchd-obrach aca ris an 
dol-a-mach a th’aca.  Seasaidh a’ mhòr-chuid againn còraichean 
saorsa nam meadhanan anns an rìoghachd seo ach tha rud eadar 
ciall is cuthach agus tha na nochd mun dìth rian a th’aig cuid 

air an cuthach a chur air daoine air feadh na dùthcha!  Tha cuid 
a’ cleachdadh creideas luchd-naidheachd mun “chòir a th’aig 

iomchaidh agus tha ceist ann a-nise dè mholas an rannsachadh 
aig Leveson airson smachd a thoirt orra. 

Leis a h-uile spèis is urram dha gliocas an sgioba 
rannsachaidh, tha cunnart mòr ann gum faodadh co-dhùnadh 
tighinn à seo a nì barrachd cron na feum. Ma ghèilleas iad 

pàipearan a thaobh cuid a chuspairean agus bhiodh cunnart 
nach tigeadh cuid de dh’ana-ceartas am follais agus gun 
cailleamaid cuid de neart na saorsa às am bheil sinn cho moiteil 
agus air am bheil uimhir de luach. Gun teagamh, tha daoine 
cumanta air fulang ri linn mì-mhodh nam meadhanan agus tha 
e iomchaidh sin a cheannsal, ach tha cuid de na tha a’ gearain a’ 
cosg mhìltean gam foillseachadh fhèin ach mì-riaraichte mura 
bheil an ìomhaigh a nochdas a rèir na dh’iarradh iad! 

Tha cumhachd mòr eile againn an lùib saorsa na dùthcha 
seo agus ‘s e sin roghainn dè cheannaicheas sinn. Sin a chuir 
an News of the World fodha agus dh’fhaodamaid a leithid a 
dhèanamh a-rithist gun atharrachadh sam bith san lagh.

EVIDENCE to the Leveson Inquiry has highlighted 
unacceptable invasion of privacy by journalists abusing the 
privilege of reporting what people have a right to know. These 
practices must be curbed, but this should be done through 
responsible editorial management rather than by any new 
muzzling legislation which could prevent proper investigative 
journalism.

We rightly value our free press. We also have the enormous 
power to choose what we buy. This power closed The News of 
the World and we could use it again to demonstrate what we 
deem acceptable.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Cancel fuel         
duty increase
Sir,
You were correct to highlight the 
issue of high fuel prices in last 
week’s editorial. 

I spoke in the recent House of 
Commons debate on fuel prices 
and called on the government 
not to go ahead with the three 
pence a litre fuel duty increase 
planned for January.

In the March budget, the 
Chancellor cancelled Labour’s 
fuel duty escalator which would 
have seen the tax on fuel go up 

He cut fuel duty by one penny 
a litre at the same time.

I also warmly welcome the 
government’s plans to cut fuel 

all Scottish islands from next 
March. 

This coalition government has 
acted on fuel duty, but must go 
further and cancel January’s 
planned increase. 
Alan Reid MP, 95 Alexandra 
Parade, Dunoon.   

High school pupils’ 
unhealthy lunches  
Sir,
As we all become increasingly 
aware of the obesity and health 
problems this country is facing, 

school children are permitted 
to walk into Oban and consume 
terrible food. 

Surely we should be giving 
them a healthy school meal 
and educating them about the 
importance of nutrition? 

Instead we are allowing peer 
pressure to take over so that 
even by the age of 12, to stay in 
for a healthier school lunch is 
considered ‘uncool’. 

Every lunchtime, school 
children descend upon the fast 
food outlets, shops, garages and 
cafés within Oban town centre. 
Their behaviour is almost always 
exemplary, but I am saddened to 
witness their lunch consisting 
of such things as noodles, chips 
coated with salt, boxes of 60 
biscuits or even an aerosol can 
of cream. 

I feel very strongly that as a 
nation, and a community, we 
simply cannot afford to overlook 
this fundamental aspect of 
our children’s welfare and 
education.
Name and address supplied.

Wind farm 
objection
Sir,
I was moved by the sentimental 
magic of Brigadier John 
Macfarlane’s letter of objection 
to the proposed wind farm at the 
Kilmore end of Glen Lonan, The 
Oban Times November 16.

I wonder, where has John been 
living for the last 12 years or did 
he just drink the clear waters of 
the River Lonan and become 
intoxicated with a mythical past 
and a confused present?

Am I dreaming or are those 
really wind turbines above 
Barguillean Farm in Glen 

Ceol’s Craic at 
Celtic Connections
THE PROGRAMME for 
Celtic Connections 2012 has 
been published and, as in past 
years, Ceol’s Craic will play a 

From Thursday January 26 
to Saturday January 28 in the 

screenings, workshops, tea-
time lectures and conversation 
cafés, from 5pm.  

In addition, there will be 

workshops and late night 
music at the CCA throughout 
the time of Celtic Connections 
from Friday January 19 to 
Saturday February 4. 

Gaels Ri Cheile
LINKS with Irish Gaelic 
were further enhanced at last 
Saturday’s event with classes 
in both languages and singing 
workshops, with Gillibride  
MacMillan, taking place 
in the Learning Centre on 

The presence of students 
from Trinity College, Dublin, 
added to the event. After the 
daytime activities everyone 
moved to the Premier Inn 
for a social evening enjoyed 
by about 100 participants. 
Pupils from the Gaelic School 
provided musical entertain-
ment and with songs from 
Gillibride and music from 
the Irish friends there was no 
shortage of variety. Playing a 
leading role was 10-year-old 
Andrew Grossart who played 
the accordion for the ceilidh 
dancing and showed why he 
is a worthy champion at UK 
competitions.  

Na Mo Chuid 
Aodaich
EXCELLENT co-operation 
between Gaelic organisations 
will come to fruition on 
Saturday December 10 
when the sixth Na Mo Chuid 
Aodaich will take place in 
the Debating Chamber of 
Glasgow University Union at 
7.30pm. 

The event is in aid of the 
West of Scotland Beatson 
Centre.

Sports coaching
SPORS Glaschu, with help 
from Bord na Gaidhlig and 
Glasgow City Council, is 
offering opportunities to 
develop coaching skills in a 
variety of sports.  

is not essential, successful 
applicants would be expected 
to show a willingness to 
learn to use the language in 
a sporting environment. For 
further information or to 
receive an application form 
contact sporsglaschu@gmail.
com.

Glasgow Skye 
Association
THE ANNUAL concert of 
the Glasgow Skye will be 
held tomorrow evening in the 
Gaelic School at 7.30pm.  

The dance will take place 
in Glasgow University Union 
from 10pm to the music of 
Robert Nairn’s Band.

Successful 
ceilidhs
SO FAR this session Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association has had success-
ful ceilidh dances with more 
than 70 in attendance at both 
the October and November 
events.  

Josh Fraser, just 14 years 
old, who made his debut at 
the November ceilidh, will 
be the resident piper for the 
rest of the session and Archie 
Duncan’s Band will provide 
the music. The next ceilidh 
will be on December 10.

Diary dates
Thursday December 1:  
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual Dinner, Hilton 
Grosvenor Hotel, 7.30pm.
Christmas Carol Concert, 
National Piping Centre, in aid 
of prostate cancer research 
and featuring Bearsden Burgh 
Choir and Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir, 7pm. Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Lurach.
Friday December 2: Glasgow 
Skye Association annual 
concert and dance - see above.
Thursday December 8: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, North Sea Gas.
Friday December 9:  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh - see above.
Saturday December 10:  
Glasgow Skye Association 

Centre, 260 Bath Street, 
2.30pm. Paisley and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh dance, Elderslie 
Village Hall, 7.30pm. Na Mo 
Chuid Aodaich - see above.

Pub scene
WILLIE Cameron will be 
busy in the Park Bar where 
he will be playing on Friday 
evening and then it’s Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday. Robert 
Nairn will be in the Park Bar 
on Saturday when Donald 
MacRae will be singing. In 
the Islay Inn it will be Parting 
Glass on Friday with Penny 
Dogs on Saturday. Remember 
that both pubs have sessions 
on Thursday evenings, in the 
Park with Nicky McMeechan, 
and in the Islay Inn there is an 
open mic on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

of my imagination but perhaps 
‘Angels on the Hill’ as they were 
nicknamed by the children of 
Taynuilt in 1999?
Sam Macdonald, Taynuilt. 

Family history
Sir,
I am writing to see if any readers 
may be able to help me in my 
family history search.

I have records dating back to 
1796 when two brothers mar-
ried two sisters. I know one of 
them became Captain Roderick 
Macdonald.

During family tree research 
the tale that came out is that 
originally our family came from 
a survivor of a Spanish galleon 
that sank in the Sound of Mull.

The family, as I understand it, 
became rather large. One side 
produced four children and the 
other produced seven. 

The name of Pennygowan was 
the name that my mother chose 
for her house when she retired. 

The earliest that I have been 
able to trace back to is 1796. 
Roderick Macdonald married 
Mary MacQuarrie, then came 
Neil MacDonald who married 
Mary MacArthur and Donald 
MacArthur married Flora Mac-
Donald.

some of the history from that 
time or how do I go about it?

Another stumbling block is 
that my mother spoke Gaelic and 
I, sadly, do not. 

There may be distant relatives 
still alive in Oban or Mull. Any 
information would be greatly 
appreciated.
Michael John MacDonald, 166 
St Andrew Street, Perth, PH2 
8SA.

Following last week’s Leader concerning rising fuel costs, the 
MP for Argyll and Bute, Alan Reid, has pointed out that we 
failed to publish a press release relating to the subject that he 
issued on November 15. Our Leader of course referred to the 
high fuel costs affecting the whole of the West Highlands and 
Islands. We are happy to make clear Mr Reid’s efforts to reduce 
the burden of fuel tax.

WHILE the tourism industry based on at least some of the 
islands of the west this week celebrate an opportunity to increase 
trade thanks to reduced ferry fares for cars that come with road 
equivalent tariffs or RET, perhaps of greater impact to the overall 
economy of all west coast islands will be the announced increase 

Islanders as individuals, groups, organisations, small business-
es, and the aforementioned tourism outlets, all depend heavily on 
haulage for their everyday needs. Anything that brings down the 
cost of living on an island deserves a warm welcome.

Commercial discounts as important as RET
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January 1971

  
Cruachan, the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board’s £24m. 
Argyll showpiece, has been 

surpassing all the expectations 
of the board.  

Last year alone it reduced fuel 
costs on the Scottish electricity 
system by £1m.  Because of 
its success, a second pumped 
storage project, at Foyers, is 
under construction and sites 
are being examined for a third, 
possibly on Loch Lomond.  

February 1971

.  
MacBrayne’s plan to introduce 
Sunday sailings to Iona this 
summer has disturbed the peace 
of the Holy Isle.  Mr J.L. Wal-
ters, the owner of the island’s 
two hotels, the Argyll and the St 
Columba said: ‘Iona is 99½ per 
cent against these sailings.  It 
is a pity that the organisers did 
not consult islanders before they 
were arranged.’

April 1971

  

has been without a hall or social 
centre for dances or concerts 
since the Drill Hall was burned 
down.  But on Saturday night 
all this was changed with the 
opening of a new social centre, 

former school.

May 1971

Mr Michael Noble, Minister 
for Trade and Argyll’s MP, 
predicted a big boom in the 
tourist industry of the Western 

must be made to meet this.  
The hotel, which accom-

modates 120 people, is the 

be built in the Western Isles 
by the Highlands and Islands 

to Scottish Highland Hotels, 
Ltd.

May 1971

brigade on Friday fought one of 

71-year-old Crinan Hotel was 

Initial estimates put the 
damage at £50,000. 

July 1971

Oban was a town in shock, a 
town in mourning, this week 
after a four-death yachting 
tragedy at the weekend.  

The accident robbed the 
community of two doctors and 

August 1971

The Argyllshire Gathering is 

calendar, but this year more 
so than usual as the Gathering 
celebrates its centenary.  

being held 100 years to the day 

August 25, 1971

in a tenement block in Miller 
Road.  

town for a number of years.

1972
February 1972

One of the RNLI’s new 
inshore lifeboats is to undergo 
operational trials at Oban this 

-

be stationed there permanently.

February 1972

Industry hit, hundreds of 
workers laid off, a near-blackout 
on entertainment and social 

1971

July 1972

A new £68,000 30-bed geriatric 

Argyll, was opened at Dalintart 
Hospital, Oban, on Friday 

the chairman of the Western 
Regional Hospital Board.  The 
new unit, which was erected by 
SGA (Builders) Ltd, Glasgow, 
will replace the existing female 
ward at Dalintart.

August 1972

The announcement on Friday of 
the closure in eight weeks’ time 
of Oban wool mill, with the loss 

a town where unemployment is 
already seriously high.  

Although the closure plan was 
not made public until last week, 

Grampian Holdings, decided a 
year ago to terminate produc-
tion at their Oban factory.  

September 1972

Whisky is being produced 
in Tobermory again after a 
lapse of nearly half a century; 

re-opening of Ledaig Distillery, 

for two reasons by Sir Andrew 

the Highlands this week as the 
power shortage caused by the 
miners’ strike reached crisis 
point.  

losses as a result of the strike 
and the effects could be felt 
for many months to come in 
terms of lost orders.  With coal 
supplies almost exhausted, coal 
rationing has been introduced 

calor gas and any other form of 
heating that can be obtained.

May 1972

  
Young British tennis star 

defend his titles at this year’s 
West Highland Lawn Tennis 
Tournament being held in Oban 
on September 4-9.

June 1972

After 21 years without a 
competition success, Oban Pipe 
Band brought TWO trophies 
back to the town on Saturday.  

The band’s long years in the 
competition wilderness ended at 
the eighteenth annual cham-
pionships of the Scottish Pipe 
Band Association’s Glasgow 
and West of Scotland branch, 
held at the Seedhill Playing 

pipe band (Pipe Major Donnie 

collected the Letitia Dowds 
Shield.

June 1972

A lady who fought a lone 
battle for a new school in her 

gathering of pupils in the new 
£41,000 Clachan Primary 
School on Thursday.  And it 

campaigner, Mrs G.M. Pollok, 
Ronachan, Clachan, who has 
represented North Kintyre on 
the county council for many 
years, was chosen to open the 
new school.

Gilchrist, chairman of the 
Highland Board.  The board 
sponsored and assisted the 
project.  Sir Andrew told a 

hundreds: “This project is in 
what we consider the right line 

October 1972
  

A cable car linking Oban’s 
seafront with McCaig’s 
Tower would be a commercial 
proposition it was suggested 
at a meeting of Oban Town 

committee on Thursday.  
The idea came from Council-

lor William Hunter while the 
committee were discussing 
an historical centre for Argyll 
which it is proposed should be 
located in McCaig’s Tower.  
Pointing out that the tower 

car if one was a stranger to the 
town Councillor Hunter said a 
cable car sunning from Stafford 
Street area might be a solution.

November 1972
  

Argyll may win a share of the 
spin-off from Scotland’s oil 

The Scottish contracting 

and Sons, Ltd, has applied for 

a site at Ardyne Point, Toward.  
McAlpines propose to construct 
a new type of concrete oilrig 

construction.  
Ardtyne Point has been 

selected because of its 

attribute which led to the 
giant Murco Oil Company of 
America to propose building a 

ago.  Although there is no con-

concerned, there has been a 
rumour in Scottish industrial 
circles that McAlpines might 

with the Marathon Company, 

July 1969 - For Sale - Duror Hotel, an attractive and busy hotel which lies close to the main Oban/Fort William highway. 
Public Bar, Cocktail Bar, Residents’ Lounge Dining Room, Kitchen, 9 Double Bedrooms, 3 Staff Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Chalet consist-

ing of 3 Double Bedrooms each with Bathroom. Petrol Station with three Modern Pumps, Small Office and spacious outbuildings.

April 1969 - Skipness Castle, the late 19th century home of Mr 
and Mrs Charles Oakes, was destroyed by fire. And in rescuing 
and invalid friend who was staying with them on holiday, Mr 

Oakes lost his life.

Clyde Shipbuilders.  It has been 
suggested that so big are some 
of the proposed oilrigs that 

from Clydebank because of the 
Erskine Bridge.

November 1972

Members of the public will this 

marine biological research 
centres.  

The laboratory at Dunstaff-
nage near Oban, which is to be 

30, attracts distinguished 

world, either to study the work 
being carried out there or to 

programmes.   

April 1969 - Actress Virginia McKenna and her co-stars take 
a break on the shores of Loch Feochan near Oban during the 
filming of Ring of Bright Water, based on the book by Gavin 

Maxwell, and also co-starring Bill Travers. The film, released by 
The Rank Organisation in the United Kingdom, Australia and New 

Zealand was a global success.

January 1973

Mallaig, which not so many 
years ago was little more 
than a backwater, is today 

prosperous communities in the 
West Highlands. Mallaig has 

by intelligently exploiting the 

March 1973

A Portree public meeting of 

to buy their crofts. And it led 
to Mr James Shaw Grant, 
the chairman of the Crofters 
Commission, accepting a wager 

far in excess of £300 per acre. 
Michael Taylor, Ardchorck bet 
a bottle of whisky that the price 
would exceed the £300 mark. 
Mr Grant immediately accepted 
the bet.

April 1973

years of existence, Caol Choral 
and Dramatic Society at its 
annual general meeting last 

Rosemary Cameron, one of the 
club’s most enthusiastic and 

May 1973

Sixty-year-old Kildalton Church 
of Scotland on Islay has ceased 
to be used as a place of worship 
following a special closure 

July 1973

In the aftermath of Tuesday’s 
tragedy at the Esplanade Hotel, 
Oban, in which nine tourists 

through the hotel, praise has 

1973

their stark heroism in rescuing 
the guests and their handling of 
the situation. 

The nine who died were mem-
bers of a coach party from the 
West Country of England which 

In addition three people were 
seriously injured and taken to 

to the West Highland Hospital 
and a further 12 were treated as 
outpatients.

August 1973

Highland Games chieftain, 

extraordinary, brought Fort 

a standstill at midday on 
Saturday.

As he marched through the 
High Street on the way to 
the games, at the head of the 
military band of the Queen’s 
Own Highlanders, bewildered 
holiday motorists sat stranded 
in their cars as crowds of 
spectators swarmed all round 

of the procession.

November 1973

A party of 33 shinty players 
from Lochaber High School, 
comprising two junior and one 
senior team, returned at the 

to Dublin.

of a promise made that they 

the O’Connel’ School, Dublin, 

months ago.

December 1973

Oban Town Council are to 
take the lead in pressing the 

rationing, for extra petrol for 
holiday motorists coming to the 
Highlands.

As the fuel crisis steadily 
worsened, the council agreed at 
a meeting on Thursday to enlist 
the support of all Highland MPs 
as well as the Highland and 

They will also send a 
strongly worded letter to Mr 
Gordon Campbell, the Scottish 
Secretary, pressing their claim 
for preferential treatment.

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times - Your Community Newspaper for 150 Years - 1861 - 2011
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January 1974
Town plans whisky spree
Oban plans to put itself on the 
tourist map by holding a festival 
of whisky a meeting of the town 
council’s publicity committee 
was told on Thursday.The 
promoters, Oban and District 
Tourist Organisation, are 
already making plans for the 
festival which will run from 
September 13 to 17.

February 1974
Cut in Jura ferry link
Islanders on Jura are claiming 
that the withdrawal of a direct 
ferry service to the island could 
threaten the survival of the 
community.

Anger has arisen following 
the publication of Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s summer timetable 
which does not include a direct 
service to Jura.

March 1974
Portavadie plan
A plan to build massive oil 
rigs on a site at Portavadie on 
Loch Fyne opposite Tarbert 
seems likely to be given the 
go ahead following a public 
meeting at the nearby village of 
Tighnabruaich on Thursday.

It was clear from the meeting 
that the local population 
generally favours the proposal 
and sees in it a promise of new 
prosperity for the area.

of the development company, 
a joint British-Dutch group, 
answered a barrage of questions 
from an audience more than 
400 strong, many of them from 

Argyll.

April 1974
Council to purchase
Kilmory Castle
A recommendation that 
Kilmory Castle and grounds 
should be purchased as 
headquarters for the new Argyll 
District Council received 
overwhelming support at a 
meeting of the county council in 
Lochgilphead.

May 1974
HM Coastguard plan HQ 
move to Ganavan
Plans to move HM Coastguard’s 
district headquarters from 
Southend to Oban were revealed 
in Oban on Friday.

Lt Cmdr John Douglas, chief 
inspector, HM Coastguard, 
said that drawings for a Coastal 
Rescue HQ at Ganavan Point 
were just about to be submitted 
for planning permission.

May1974
Proposed ice rink in Oban
Oban Town Council is to 
consider building a top class ice 
rink adjacent to the £200,000 
plus municipal swimming pool 
currently under construction on 
a site at Dalrigh and expected to 
be open next year.

August 1974
Fort William Year of Destiny
1975 will be marked by three 
events of major importance to 

established as the major growth 
point in the West Highlands.

These are the completion of 
a bridge over the narrows at 
Ballachulish, the opening to a 

new relief road, not expected to 
be completed until 1977, and the 
transfer of administrative power 
to a Lochaber District Council.

October 1974
Gunna Sound drama
A dramatic sea rescue took 
place between Tiree and Coll on 
Monday when three crewmen 
were thrown overboard from 

Faithful
area. Two of the crewmen were 
saved but a third disappeared 
and is presumed drowned.

October 1974
Plane plunge at Connel
kills two
A full scale air and sea search 
was launched over the Firth of 
Lorne on Thursday afternoon 
after a twin-engined Piper 
Comanche B Aircraft was seen 
to crash into the water.

The plane had taken off from 
Connel airstrip carrying the 
pilot and one passenger.

1974

July 1973 - Just after 4am on the morning of July 24, 1973, a fire call was received from the police about a fire at the Esplanade Hotel, 
Oban. The fire station at Oban turned out two fire engines immediately and at the same time summoned assistance from Lochgilp-

head and Inveraray. When the Oban fire engines arrived at the hotel they saw flames coming from the upper floors and in the roof of 
the six-storey building. Ten people lost their lives with more than 20 others taken to local hospitals, some seriously injured.

January 1975 
Tobermory’s centenary 
Tobermory is celebrating 100 
years as a burgh this week – and 
a programme of events has got 
off to an enthusiastic start.
On Sunday, Rev Gordon 
Holroyd pointed out the irony 
of the centenary coming only 
a short time before the burgh 
goes out of existence – a case of 
a birthday without many happy 
returns.

February 1975
Western Ferries may pull out 
of Islay
Western Ferries are planning to 
withdraw their passenger – car 
ferry service between West 
Loch Tarbert and Port Askaig.  

June 1975
Opening of Fort William 
transport centre
A new transport centre – the 

– opened in Fort William on 
Monday with the transfer of 
all British Rail services. When 
complete the complex will 
include a bus station, Highlands 
and Islands Development Board 

‘superloo’ toilet facilities and a 
bookstall.

July 1975
Pulpit Hill hotel plan - ‘No’
The Secretary of State for 
Scotland last week said ‘No’ to 
a £250,000 hotel and skating/
curling rink complex on Pulpit 
Hill, Oban.

October 1975

News that Barra Assemblies 
Ltd are to close their factory 

July 1973 - Left:  Local policemen and firemen had the gruesome 
task of discovering and removing those who perished after fire 

engulfed Oban’s Esplanade Hotel.
Above: While fire crews with powerful hoses battled to control 
the flames in the upper floors of the burning hotel, ambulance 
crews and policemen joined forces with the firemen and risked 
their own lives to rescue the numerous holidaymakers who had 

been trapped or injured as the flames spread.

1975 at Castlebay has shocked the 
island.  After more than six 
years in operation, the factory, 
which at its peak employed 12 
people, is to be shut down.

November 1975
£1m contract placed for 
rebuilding of Inveraray Castle
Less than a week after a 

Castle, the Duke of Argyll 

restoration had already been 
drawn up and a contract worth 
more than £1m placed with an 

The entire roof of the castle 

or badly damaged and 40 per 
cent of the cast’s contents lost in 

height and the roof collapsed, an 
army of local volunteers cleared 
the castle of its more accessible 
valuables.

November 1975
Ex-Provosts of Oban and Fort 
William keep bridge ‘date’
A 10 year promise was kept 
on Tuesday when Ballachulish 
Bridge opened.

A former provost of Oban Mr 
-

man of Argyll and Bute District 
Council), and a former provost 
of Fort William, Mrs Margaret I 
D Murphie, met in the centre to 
exchange greetings.

At a meeting of the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club 
in Oban in 1965 Mr Spence 
and Mrs Murphie spoke in 
favour of a bridge as a means of 
strengthening the links between 
the two towns.

January 1977

Loganair created a precedent 
last week by cancelling Friday’s 

unsuitable tidal conditions on 
the Cockle Strand which serves 
as the island’s airport.

has happened since Scottish 
Airways began the service over 
thirty years ago.

February 1977
New ‘Peninsular War’ looms
Ardnamurchan was in ferment 
this week over a threatened 40 
per cent fare increase on its 
lifeline, Corran Ferry, effective 
from February 14.

In Inverness yesterday a 
recommendation went to the 
regional transport committee 
that the vehicle single rate 
should go up to £1.05 from 75p.  

February 1977
Age of the oil lamp ends for
the island of Kerrera
The age of the oil lamp will 
come to an end for Kerrera this 
month when the island is linked 

electricity supply system. 

February 1977
Oil boom off west coast
The licensing of four blocks 
for oil exploration off the 
West Coast has heightened the 
prospect of a major oil-related 
spin-off for Argyll.

Welcoming the prospect of 
an oil boost for the area Mr 
Alexander H MacPhail, the 
district councillor for Coll and 
Tiree said: ‘Oil development 
could mean a great deal to 
Tiree.  There is a good airport 

1977 on the island with a helicopter 
platform.’

March 1977
Lochawe station could reopen
Lochawe, on the Tyndrum-
Oban line, is one of nearly 
100 stations recommended 
for reopening by the Scottish 
association for Public Transport.

The association considers the 
case for Lochawe strong enough 
to warrant its inclusion in a 
short-list of 30 possible station 
openings by 1980.

March 1977
Stork didn’t wait for berth
Caledonian MacBrayne had 
another increase on Monday 
– not in fares but in the pas-
senger complement of the car 
ferry MV Arran.

The afternoon ferry arrived 
at Oban with a passenger more 
than it left Craignure, following 
a birth on board. Mother and 
baby are both well in Oban 
maternity hospital after what is 
only the second ferry birth in 
recent years.

April 1977
Rail tanker ends up in street
Firemen had to pump foam onto 
a British Rail diesel tanker on 
Monday after it crashed through 
a wall at Oban Station and 
onto the adjacent road during 
shunting operations.

The tanker was severely 
damaged and a passenger coach 
and a goods vehicle were also 
damaged.  No one was injured.

April 1977
50 sheep killed on Mull
Two rampaging dogs killed 
sheep valued at over £1,000 on 
three Mull farms during a week 

long massacre.
Both dogs were shot towards 

the end of last week after an 
extensive hunt in which nine 
armed shepherds and farmers 
took part.

April 1977
Eight ‘drop in’ at Salen

surprised when people drop in 
for coffee.  But she was taken 
aback when a party of eight 
arrived by helicopter in her 
front garden. The two army 
helicopters were forced down 

Ardnamurchan.

June 1977
Catamaran link
Western Ferries new catamaran 
service linking Oban and 
Fort William was given an 
ecstatic welcome last Friday 
by passengers on its inaugural 
journey.

The twin-hulled craft 
completed the journey in a little 
over an hour. The vessel will 
operate two return journeys a 
day from Monday to Saturday.

Vice chairman of the area 
tourist organisation, Mr 
William Henderson, Sutherland 
Hotel, said: ‘This is the best 
thing that has happened to Oban 
since the days of the cruise 
steamers.’

June 1977
Strontian ‘big game’ hunt
Villagers in Strontian will take 
to the hills tonight in search of 
the big game.

But instead of being armed 
with guns, they will be carrying 
portable TV sets. For the 
villagers plan to watch the 
international football match 

from Polloch Hill, 1,100 feet 
above the village.

a villager who is employed by 
Lochaber District Council: ‘TV 
reception is very poor.’

July 1977
Queen sees the ‘Carron giant’
Saturday was a big day in Loch 
Carron: the biggest Royal party 
seen in the West Highlands for 
a number of years came to see 
the Ninian Central platform, the 

made. The occasion brought out 
an armada of small craft from 
Plockton, Strome, Lochcarron 
and Kyle to cheer the Queen and 
members of the Royal family.

July 1977
Lora leap brings in hall cash
The weekend charity plunge 
into the Falls of Lora by James 
Paton and Ian Hamilton has 
raised at least £400 for the vil-
lage hall committees in Connel 
and Dunbeg.  Some locals are 
said to have been sceptical 
about the two men going 
through with their spectacular 
jump and are only now dipping 
into their pockets.

October 1977
Dalavich village is 25.
Dalavich, the Forestry Commis-
sion village 27 miles south east 
of Oban on the shores of Loch 
Awe, celebrated its silver jubilee 
last Saturday.  

October 1977

Fluoride is to be added to 
Strathclyde’s water supplies 

get it. The decision was taken 
at last week’s meeting of the 
Regional Council in a non-party 
vote, making Strathclyde the 

October 1977
Duror bid to restore organ

-
munity at Duror, Argyll has 
launched an appeal to restore 
the priceless organ in St 
Adamnan’s Church.

Legend has it that Handel 
played on it, and it is also 
reputed to be the oldest pedal 
organ in use in Britain. Builder 

1740’s and became the leading 
organ builder of his day.

The instrument is thought 
to have been built about 1750 

name and the date on the inside 
of the faceboard.

Oban Electrical 
Services 
Limited

19 Stevenson St, Oban PA34 5NA. 
Tel 01631 564203 Fax 01631 562387

info@oes-group.co.uk   www.oes-group.co.uk

With over four decades of experience 
and an exceptional range of skills, 
services and products, we are the 

contractor of choice for building service 
solutions across every market sector.

Congratulations to the Oban Times 
on 150 years in business

Proud to have served the west 
highlands and islands for 40 years

Part of the FES Group

1980 - Up, up and away... brothers Kenny and Murdo MacLeod about to leave 
Lochgilphead by helicopter on Friday en route to the islands where they have been 
negotiating new housing contracts

When twin brothers Murdo 
and Kenny MacLeod founded 
the parent company, M&K 
MacLeod Ltd, in 1975, it 
was as a basic house kit 
manufacturer and builder. 
Today, from its factory 
in Lochgilphead, Argyll, 

manufacture and erect 
varying styles and types of 
residential and commercial 
buildings but it also 
specialises in quarrying, 

conservatories, and the 

The Company now owns two 
quarries, a service station and 
rented accommodation, and 
is the largest timber frame 
designer and manufacturer 
in the region. MacLeod 

Construction may have been 
founded on traditional house 
building values, but it has 
successfully incorporated 
modern practices and 
remains an innovator when 
it comes to materials, 
production and management. 

MacLeod Construction 
are dedicated to providing 

apprentices and despite 
the economic downturn, 
the company continues to 
commit itself to the youth of 
Argyll.

Delighted with 150 years of success 
for the Oban Times

MacLeod Construction Ltd - Oban Times 
advertisers for 36 years 

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: sales@mkmacleod.co.uk     Tel: 01546 602989

TRAIL WEST

Stockists of Bateson Trailers
Indespension Hallmark Trailers
Spare parts for all 
makes of trailer
An Aladdin’s Cave 
for anyone who tows!
Personal service and competitive prices
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban

01631 563638
trailwest@talktalkbusiness.net

Trailer & 
Towbar Centre
Supplying trailers, tow-bars & 
spares throughout Argyll and 
Islands since 1980
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January 1978
Hit record will bring visitors 
to the wrong Mull
A hit record, plus English 
ignorance of Scottish geogra-
phy, could lead to a substantial 
tourist boost for Mull, it was 
predicted this week.

Paul McCartney’s Mull of 
Kintyre, the biggest selling 
single over Christmas, has 
already created enormous 
interest in the area it is actually 
about. But now the number of 
enquiries about the island of 
Mull is growing as a result of 
the record’s popularity south of 
the border.

Mr David Webster, the 
chairman of the Oban, Mull 
and District Tourist Organisa-
tion, said this week: ‘This is 
something that was bound 
to happen.  They hear the 
word Mull and they naturally 
associate it with the island.’

February 1978
Without power for clear-up
Fresh snow on Tuesday 
hampered clearing-up opera-
tions after the worst blizzards in 
the North for 30 years.  

The West Highlands escaped 
the worst of a snowstorm in 

90 people were stranded in 
Glencoe.  Islay and parts of 
Kintyre had a weekend without 
electricity.

March 1978
Confused start to Oban’s 
one-way system

off to a somewhat confused 
start this week although motor-
ists seem to be in agreement 
that it has not proved to be the 
‘one way’ to chaos which many 
feared it might.

March 1978
Mull air service
A daily air service to the Isle 
of Mull is to start within the 
next few weeks.  Loganair will 

base at Glasgow Airport.

May 1978
Chalets for Dalavich
A massive investment in the 
Awe district of Argyll should be 

next few weeks.
The project will involve the 

building of 44 holiday chalets 
and a community centre at the 
Forestry Commission village of 
Dalavich.

July 1978
Wolves on the loose
Police are continuing their 
enquiries into the escape of two 
timber wolves into the Argyll 
countryside last week.

The animals went missing 
from the Lunga Wildlife 
Reserve near Ardfern.  One was 
killed by a Lochgilphead police 
sergeant and the other by a farm 
manager.

September 1978
Staffa on market for £50,000
The island of Staffa, off Mull, is 
up for sale at a price of at least 
£50,000.

The present owner, Chichester 
man Alistair De Watteville, 
wishes to part with the 70 acre 

-
sion of his tourist business, 
Staffa Marine.  

October 1978
It looks like a record Mòd!
As Oban prepared for the 
12th time in its history for the 
friendly invasion of the National 
Mòd all the signs pointed to the 
busiest and best-supported Mòd 
of recent years.

Ticket sales and accom-
modation bookings tell the 
same story of Gaels making a 
record pilgrimage to the home 
of the Mòd.  Up to 20,000 are 
expected to take over the town.

November 1978
Iron curtain journey for
Isle of Mull heifers
Three Mull-bred Galloway’s 
heifers started a voyage on 
Monday which will take them to 
much harsher climes.

The three heifers, bred by 
Messrs Elwis, Erray, Tobermory 
are on their way to the Soviet 
Union – and possibly Siberia.

Their unusual destination 
is a result of a £400,000 deal 
between the British Livestock 
Corporation and the Russian 
State Farms organisation.

December 1978
Helicopter link to Fort
Fort William’s long- awaited 
helicopter link with Glasgow 

when Burnthills Aviation 

towns.

1978

The Loch Ard leaves Oban for the last time in March 1970 when 
she sailed with a load of cattle for Lismore. Under the command 
of Captain Donald MacKinnon, the ship then sailed for the Clyde 
where she was due to be sold. Built in 1955 by the Ferguson Bros. 
Port Glasgow, the Loch Ard served mainly on the Glasgow - Islay 
cargo route with intermittent spells of duty on the Outer Isles 

run.

The old village hall at Caol was demolished and set on fire by council workers in March 1970. 
Villagers had started the job the previous day by removing as much timber as they could take away. 

The old hall had become both a danger and an eyesore.

January 1979
Chopper drops drugs
An RAF helicopter made a 
life-saving dash to a remote 
Argyll farmhouse on Friday.  

It carried essential drugs to a 
61 year-old woman at snowed in 
Torinturk Farm near Kilmore.

The helicopter had just lifted 

Glencoe and was heading for 
base at RAF Leuchers when it 
was diverted to Oban.

1979

February 1979
Ski-ing to work
Avalanches, igloos and 
ski-ing are not commonplace 
in downtown Fort William, but 
they are among the sights to be 
seen over the past week.

What are thought to be the 
heaviest snowfalls for 25 years 
have caused immense problems 
for pedestrians and motorists 
alike. With Lundavra impass-
able to cars, several people have 
chosen to ski to work. A doctor 
whose car stuck in a drift made 
an emergency call on skis.

March 1979
Snow stops schooling
Children from the village of 
Polloch, near Strontian, recently 
missed almost two months 
of schooling as a result of the 
atrocious weather conditions 
experienced this winter which 
made it impossible for them to 
travel to school in Strontian.

March 1979
Duke to sell Iona
The Trustees of the 10th Duke 
of Argyll are to sell the Isle of 
Iona and part of the Ross of 
Mull.

Iona Abbey and associated 
lands are not affected by the 
sale as the eighth Duke of 
Argyll gave the abbey and 
grounds to the Church of 
Scotland in 1899.

April 1979
Raasay reverts to State Hands
The island of Raasay properties 
in the ownership of Dr John 
R Green of Sussex have been 
sold to the Highlands and 
Islands Development Board at 
the district valuer’s valuation, 
£135,000.  The surprise break-
through after years of attempted 
negotiations and threatened 
compulsory purchase against 
the absentee property-owner 
came 15 months after Doctor 
Green sold his second biggest 
property, Borrodale House, to 
the Board for £16,000.

May 1979
Easdale Island changes hands
Plans for 72 cottages, a bar and 
a restaurant on Easdale Island 
seem in doubt following the 
purchase of the island this week.

The new owner, Mr 
Christopher Nicholson (31) from 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, 
indicated yesterday that his 
early plans included establish-
ing an industrial museum based 
on the slate industry and the 
improvement of the harbour 
facilities.

June 1979
Marina scheme for Corpach
A Fort William businessman 
is planning to turn a piece of 
foreshore at Corpach into a 
yachting marina.

Plans have been lodged with 
the planning authority, High-
land Regional Council, for a 100 
berth marina near the Corpach 

1970 - A ride in on an Irish donkey cart was the treat for Mr and Mrs Peter MacIntyre from Islay who were visiting the Lamans Fair 
at Ballycastle, Co Antrim for the first time in 58 years. This time Mr MacIntyre travelled on a modern car ferry which operates daily 

between the Glens of Antrim and the Mull of Kintyre. The last time he came, he was in his bare feet and he travelled in an open boat.

Sea Lock.  The man behind the 
plans Mr John Cuthbertson, 
of Corpach Chandlers, has 
applied for outline planning 
consent.  The plans are available 
for inspection at the Divisional 

Fort William.

July 1979

controversial plan for a well 
known Argyll beauty spot.  And 
the scene is set for a legal tussle 
involving Highland Regional 
Council, a fur company and a 
group of farmers and residents.

The row has broken out over 
the setting up of a fox fur farm 
at picturesque Cuil Bay, near 
Duror.

October 1979
Early talks on RET
Consultations over the next few 

moves to help island transport 
costs, it was predicted by a 
Government Minister at a 
meeting in Islay.

Mr Malcolm Rifkind, 
Minister for Home Affairs, told 
a meeting at Bowmore that the 
Government was committed 
towards the principle of road 
equivalent tariff - that ferries 
should be treated as extensions 
of the road.

October 1979
Landslide closes Oban to  
Lochgilphead road
The Oban – Lochgilphead road 
remained closed this week after 
a section in Glen Gallain near 
Kilninver, subsided on Friday.
Meanwhile, Strathclyde 
Regional Council’s roads 
department are advising drivers 
to bypass the spot via Inveraray.

The roadway crumbled after 
heavy rain.  

November 1979
Lifeboats in storm drama
Fourteen island lifeboat men 
had remarkable escapes in the 

early hours of Sunday morning 
when their lifeboats overturned 
and righted themselves in storm 
force winds off Barra and Islay.

The Barra lifeboat was 
answering a distress call from 
a Danish coaster when she 
was hit from behind by a huge 
wave.  Although the 23 year-old 
lifeboat was not built as a 
self-righting vessel, she was 

bag device which saved the lives 
of the eight men crew.

The other boat to overturn 
was the Islay lifeboat, Helmut 
Schroder, which capsized 
while also on the way to aid 
the Danish coaster.  Again, 
remarkably the six man crew all 
survived.

December 1979
Causeway to Kerrera
A causeway to Kerrera is 
key to establishing Oban as a 
marine centre of international 

many hundreds of vessels.  
This is the most sensational 

proposal in a report which burst 
upon an unsuspecting district 
council committee at midday 
on Wednesday.  Consultants 
carried out the study on the 
development of water sports 
facilities jointly for the district 
council and the HIDB.

December 1979
Peat or prison
A scheme which would permit 
island courts to impose orders 
which would require offenders 
to perform unpaid community 
work – such as cutting peats for 
the elderly – instead of going to 
prison was approved on Tuesday 
by the social work committee of 
the Western Isles Council.

1980
January 1980
Old mine shaft discovered. 
Mr Malcolm Brown, 14 
Rhudal Cottages, Drum-
lemble, near Campbeltown, 
reported to police the 

Congratulations to the Oban Times - read 
by Mrs Catherine Webster and Miss Sandra 
Innes at the Falls of Lora for over 32 years

The Falls of Lora will be closed from 
11th of  December until 1st of February. 

We wish all our customers a Merry Christmas 
and look forward to seeing you in 2012

Open Log Fire * Over 100 whiskies
attractive and comfortable bistro serving excellent food

Falls of Lora Hotel
Connel Ferry, by Oban, Argyll, PA37 1PB

Tel: 01631 710483

The street value is 
unconfirmed but is unlikely 
to be less than £2 million.

April 1980
Dangerous road barriers
Following Sheriff Principal 
Dick’s determination 
recently that Argyll’s 
wooden road barriers are 
‘an obvious hazard’, which 
had contributed to a number 
of deaths, Strathclyde 
Regional Council have 
doubled their budget for 
replacing the barriers.This 
year’s budget for replacing 
barriers has been increased 
from £100,000 to £200,000.

May 1980
Village for sale
An unoccupied village, built 
at a cost of £3.3 million to 
meet the North Sea oil rush, 
is for sale.  

The development, at 
Pollphail, Loch Fyne, was 
built to house 500 workers 
from Portavadie, the £11½ 
million dry dock develop-
ment where concrete oil 
platforms were to have been 
built for oil exploration.  

However, under Scots 
law the Government did 
not have time to buy the 
land, which is still privately 
owned.  

The sale is being handled 
by Sussex Estate Agents 
Turner, Rudge and Turner.

May 1980
Drugs haul:  seven in 
court.  Unprecedented 
activity by Customs 
and Excise officers and 
Special Branch detectives to 
uncover a cannabis network 
in the West Highlands was 
still in progress yesterday.  

Cannabis valued at over 
£10m was recovered in raids 
which started on Friday 
and seven people arrested 
in simultaneous swoops 
all over Britain appeared 
in court at the Guildhall, 
London, on Tuesday.  

June 1980
New factory at Lochgilp-
head
The opening of a new 
8,000 square foot fac-
tory at Kilmory Industrial 
Estate, Lochgilphead, was 
described as ‘a landmark in 
the economic development 
of Argyll and Bute’ by 
sir Kenneth Alexander, 
chairman of the Highlands 
and Islands Development 
Board, when he performed 
the opening ceremony on 
Tuesday.  

The new premises built by 
M. and K. MacLeod, house 
kit manufactures, on a site 
leased from the Highlands 
and Islands Development 
Board, will allow the 

MacLeod twins, Murdo 
and Kenneth, to commence 
a three year expansion 
programme which they 
hope will boost their 
workforce from 55 to 90.  

June 1980
Furnace quarry blast
Houses and cars in Furnace 
were badly damaged by 
f lying chunks of granite 
on Monday after blasting 
at a local quarry, owned by 
Tilcon Ltd.  

The blast came just after 
five p.m., immediately fol-
lowing it, stones and rubble 
hailed hundreds of feet in 
the air and crashed down on 
houses, cars, caravans and 
boats on the shore.

June 1980
Alginate makes further 
cuts.  Alginate Industries, 
twice winners of the 
Queen’s Award for out-
standing exports success, 
this week announced 
further cutbacks in their 
production.  At Barcaldine, 
where there are 137 
workers on the payroll, it 
will be necessary to shed 
the equivalent of five weeks 
production On Lewis, 
North and South Uist, a 
cutback in production of 
ten weeks has been ordered. 
And in Tiree, Orkney 
and the Outer Isles, the 
traditional collection of 
tangle will be stopped.

discovery of an old mine 
shaft on the Drumlemble 
Playing fields.  It is 15 feet 
deep and a hole 5 feet in 
circumference.  

The former Drumlemble 
coal mine was situated in 
the area for many years and 
a large number of miners 
lived in the village.

January 1980
Luings to Uruguay
Twenty-three Luing heifers 
and two bulls are settling 
in well at their new home in 
Uruguay after a 5,000-mile 
trip.  

The cattle left the island 
of Luing for a lairage near 
Edinburgh on November 12.  
From there they travelled to 
Folkestone and after resting 
crossed the Channel and 
headed for Luxembourg.  
After another rest they took 
a f light to Montevideo.

February 1980
New fish hall
A fully equipped pier 
complex for Oban came 
a step nearer with the 
handover of the new fish 
marketing hall.  

The Railway Pier’s 
owners, Caledonian 
MacBrayne, entrusted the 
£30,000 building to Oban 
Port Association in a brief 
signing ceremony at the 
Fishermen’s Mission.  The 
new building was hailed 
as a great advance from 
the primitive conditions, 
which had prevailed for fish 
trading.

February 1980
Collision in the Minch. 
A bulk carrier and a trawler 
were in collision off South 
Uist last week.  

The Barron Venturer 
(108,000 tons) collided 60 
miles west of Barra Head at 
1 am.

March 1980
Tiree hit by fuel surcharge
The island of Tiree is in 
revolt over the diesel power 
surcharge being levied by 
the North of Scotland Hydro 
Electric Board.  

In a move of unprecedent-
ed toughness, Comhairle 
Thiriodh are calling on 
consumers to withhold the 
extra cash.  

Residents of islands where 
power is produced by diesel 
generator are being asked 
to pay an extra 28 per cent 
from April 1, compared to 
a mainland increase of 17.2 
per cent.

March 1980
Dalavich project
A £500,000 scheme to build 
a holiday chalet develop-
ment at Dalavich got the 
go-ahead last week, when 
the Forestry Commission 
asked for tenders for the 
project.  The scheme 
involves the construction of 
44 timber cabins, sited close 
to Dalavich.  

April 1980
£2 million Mull drugs find
The existence of huge 
quantities of the drug 
cannabis, found on a Mull 
beach, had still not been 
officially admitted.  

A top Customs investiga-
tor told The Oban Times 
that publicity could hazard 
the chances of making 
arrests, which he believed 
were close.  It was said that 
the case had ‘international 
ramifications’.  

It is clear, however, that 
at least 12 hessian sacks, 
containing brown paper and 
polythene wrapped pack-
ages of cannabis, have been 
recovered from a four mile 
stretch between Scarisdale 
and Duart Castle.  
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1980

June 1980
Colour TV for Islay 
By the end of September 
the BBC will have opened 
both television and vhf radio 
transmitters at Port Ellen and 
at Bowmore on Islay.  Each of 
these two stations will carry 
three colour television channels 
and three stereo radio channels 
and together will serve about 
3,000 residents.

June 1980
Donald Thomson dies. 
Mr Donald Thomson, who 
made outstanding contributions 

government and the Gaelic 
language, died at his home in 
Oban on Tuesday night.  He 
was 72.  

One of Oban’s best known 
residents, he was the holder 
of the OBE for services to 
Gaelic and the Fellowship 
of the Educational Institute 
of Scotland.  Mr Thomson 
was twice provost of Oban, 
on whose town council he 
served from 1954 to 1975.  He 
was president of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach from 1962 – 1965 
and convenor of its Mod. 

June 1980
The Queen in Islay
A cheerful crowd of islanders 
and holiday makers waited in 
a dull wind to see Her Majesty 
the Queen re-embark at Port 
Askaig last Saturday at the end 

As Coxswain Alastair 
Campbell introduced the 
lifeboat crew to the Queen there 
was a sudden spontaneous burst 
of cheering from the crowd.  

While all eyes had been on the 

Standard a Land Rover had 
drawn up behind.  To the delight 
of onlookers Prince Charles 
and Prince Edward stepped out 
and crossed to chat with the 
crowd while Princess Margaret, 
who was accompanied by 
Viscount Linley and Lady 
Sarah Armstrong-Jones, moved 
across the pier to listen to Keills 
School choir sing about the 
exploits of Islay hero Godred 
Crowan.  The Queen joined her 
to ask for an encore.  

June 1980
Factory for Claggan
Plans are forging ahead for a 

Fort William after planning 
restrictions were lifted from the 
developer. Now Shiel Valley 
Services hope that their new 
plant will be able to go into 
operation before the end of the 
year. 

August 1980
Plan for Oban
A blueprint for action with 
Oban as the centre described as 
the most exciting development 
in the Highlands and Islands 
since the construction of the 
Aviemore Centre was given the 

and Bute District Council’s 
Tourism, Leisure and Recrea-
tion Committee.  

They agreed to proceed with 
a water sports tourism develop-
ment strategy, which consultants 
forecast could increase annual 
tourist expenditure by £6 mil-
lion and create 1,000 new jobs in 

Argyll and Bute at the end of the 
decade.  Half of the new jobs will 
be dependent upon the creation 
of a major marine sports centre 
at Oban with associated network 
of yacht harbours, yacht stations 
and new mooring points around 
the coast of Argyll and Bute.

October 1980
Achnacroish service. 
The people of Lismore have 
voted by a large majority to 
keep their ferry service running 
between Achnacroish and Oban.  

Strathclyde Regional Council 
decided to have a postal ballot 
of islanders to discover which 
ferry service they preferred.

November 1980

make specialised electronic 
devices in their purpose-built 
factory in Skye, have now 
appointed distributors in Japan 
for their tiny transducers.  

December 1980

Oban’s new hospital will be 
built at Soroba – but plans are 
being held back by lack of 

and Clyde Health Board visiting 
Oban on Tuesday said that 
although the board were still 

a hospital in Oban, there were 

December 1980

A planning application for a 
£1¼ million development for 
a coastal quarry at Lingerbay 
in South Harris, which will 
eventually provide 15 jobs, was 
submitted on Tuesday to the 
Western Isles Council.  

This follows a public meeting 
in Leverburgh on Monday 
night when a packed hall gave 
unanimous and enthusiastic 
support for the project, which 

1978 - Oban’s crumbling South Pier is to be rebuild almost five years after a similar scheme was shelved by the town council. The new 
project will cost an estimated £360,000 with funding coming from Strathclyde regional Council’s 1978-1983 capital programme.

1978 - Edinburgh comedian Hugh Ferris entertains some of 
the former empoyees of the British Aluminium Company, Fort 
William when they were guests at the company’s social club.

1978 - Machines are at work on a £250,000 scheme to create a sports field from the former refuse 
site at An Aird, Fort William.

is to be developed by Phoenix 
Minerals Ltd of Dunblane.  
The company already have 
quarrying operations in Skye, 
Kyleakin and near Ballachulish.

January 1981
Corsons merge with Stirling
Thomas Corson and Com-

auctioneers, are integrating with 
Livestock Marts in Stirling.  

The Oban company who have 
been trading throughout Argyll 
and the Isles for over a century 

the town.  

February 1981

Parts of a Dutch military 
aircraft, which ditched over 
three weeks ago in the 
Atlantic 160 miles off Tiree are 
being found around the island’s 
coastline.  

1981

Local coastguards and police 
with the help of military aircraft 
have found sections of the plane 
which they now hope will help 
reveal the cause of the accident.

March 1981

for sand.  
A new de-magnetised sand 
product from the famous 
Lochaline Silica sand mine on 
the Sound of Mull is meeting 
with considerable success in the 
UK and for export.  

The sand marketed by Tilcon 
Limited, the nationwide quar-
rying and industrial minerals 

costs and improve quality in the 
manufacture of crystal glass.

June 1981
Gourock - Dunoon ferry  
grant withdrawn
The Government is withdraw-
ing its subsidy to Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s ferry service 
between Gourock and Dunoon; 
and in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday the Secretary of 
State for Scotland announced 
proposals for a comprehensive 
vehicle and passenger service to 
be provided by Western Ferries 
Limited.

July 1981
Clan Cameron gathering
The Clan Cameron recently 
announced that they will be 
holding a Clan Gathering at 
Achnacarry, by Fort William, 
the ancestral home of their 

Chief, Sir Donald Cameron of 
Locheil, on Saturday, August 
8.  this gathering will form part 
of the clan’s celebrations in this 
‘The Year of the Scot’.  

August 1981

One of Oban’s best-known 
hotels and entertainment spots, 
Soroba House, was largely 

hours of Friday.  
An electrical fault has been 

spread via dried moss insulation 
in the walls of the 160-year-old 

the roof.  
Fire brigade units from Oban, 

Lochgilphead and Tarbert 
fought to bring the blaze under 
control by 6.50 a.m.  

October 1981

The Western Isles Council 

Scotland to receive grants 
from the European Regional 
Development Fund at the 40% 
level.  These are provided under 
new guidelines concerning 
less favoured farming areas 
which have suffered a decline 
in population and which have 
an integrated development 
programme.

November 1981
Maternity fears
Increased fears that the policy 
of taking expecting mothers to 
the Vale of Leven Hospital is 
a move towards the closure of 
Oban Maternity Hospital have 
been voiced by Oban Commu-
nity Council.  A Health Board 
spokesman, however, has given 
an assurance that there are no 
plans to close Gleneuchar until 
a new general hospital is built.  

November 1981

closed on Friday with the loss 
of 17 jobs because of the lack 
of crabs being landed by static 

have been lost or damaged 

Some boats have lost their 

at £3,000, while others have 

their gear.  

December 1981
Ardchattan art theft
Police investigating the theft 
of paintings and silver from 
Ardchattan Priory in Argyll’s 
biggest and boldest raid for 
some years issued the descrip-
tion of a vehicle they would like 
to trace.  

Meanwhile, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Robert Campbell-Preston, 
whose home Ardchattan 
Priory is, dismissed as ‘rubbish’ 
reports that the value of the 
property stolen might reach 
£500,000.  

His own valuation of his loss 
is about £100,000.  

December 1981
Mull Railway starts

Railway have being laid.  
The little railway, of 10¼ 

gauge, will run for just over a 
mile from a terminus near the 
old pier at Craignure to a station 
within easy reach of Torosay 
Castle.  

Part of the route follows close 
to the shoreline and passengers 
will enjoy a panoramic view 
of the Sound of Mull and Loch 
Linnhe.   

1980 - New opportunities opened up for the 190 inhabitants 
of Gigha with the introduction of a new car ferry service from 
Tayinloan. One of the first vehicles to use the roll on -roll off 

service was the regional council’s Daimler

1980 - The ladies of Taynuilt WRI celebrate the institute’s 60th birthday with a party in the village 
hall. Mrs Leezie MacKenzie, Ardifuir (left) and Miss Katie Black, Achadacallen, were asked to cut the 

birthday cake

1982

January 1982
Oban men in canal drama. 
Two Oban men have survived a 
40-minute ordeal in the freezing 
waters of the Caledonian Canal.  

The incident happened when 
John McTaggart fell into the 
canal and shipmate, Kenny 
Clark dived to his rescue.  

The two men work on board 
the Calanus, the research vessel 
based at the Dunstaffnage 
Marine Laboratory.  

They had to jump from boat to 
boat to reach Calanus but ship’s 
cook Mr McTaggart slipped and 
fell through the ice.  Mr Clark 
jumped after him and held him 
out of the water by his hair.  

January 1982
Big freeze
As temperature continue to 
plummet frozen and burst pipes 
have caused massive problems 
throughout Argyll and Bute, 
with 5,000 calls about plumbing 
problems since Christmas.  

There have been 250 calls 
from Cowal, 50 from Islay, 150 
from Rothesay, over 100 from 
Campbeltown and 50 from 
Mull.   

On Monday the council were 
receiving 20 calls an hour in 
Mid Argyll.

Wildlife, walks, archaeology and great views in the forests of Argyll.

Loch Frisa on Mull is one of the best places in Europe to see the 

white-tailed sea eagles.

Knapdale Forest fantastic views from above Crinan 

Harbour to the isles of Jura & Scarba.

For more information visit our
website or call us on 01546 602518
www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland

Argyll
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January 1982
Crofters win case
The Keil crofters have 
won their fight against the 
resumption of common 
grazing at Tralee.  In a written 
judgement by the Land Court, 
the landlords’ application to 
resume the common grazings 
for mineral workings was 
dismissed on the grounds that 
the applicants had entirely 
failed to prove resumption 
was for a reasonable purpose.  
The true purpose of the 
application seemed to be to 
try to prevent crofters from 
being able to buy the land, the 
court said.

February 1982
Glensanda Quarry plan 
A plan, which could provide 
up to 120 jobs for the Morvern 
area is to go before Highland 
Regional Council.  

A coastal quarry is being 
proposed at Glensanda and the 
firm behind the move, Foster 
Yeoman Ltd of Somerset, 
say that the large, coastal 
quarry will supply stone to 
the company’s existing and 
proposed terminals in London 
and the south of England.  

The project will take about 
five years to establish, 
bringing 30 jobs in the early 
stages, building up to 60 when 
full production is reached.   

March 1982
Tiree loses main employer
Hebridean Knitwear, Tiree’s 
main employer of women, is 
to close this Friday with the 
loss of 12 jobs.  

Hebridean Knitwear has 
been in operation on Tiree 
for 12 years and moved into 
its present premises only four 
years ago.  

But the recession has 
resulted in reduced orders and 
coupled with rising costs has 
forced the East Kilbride based 
company to go into liquidation 
this week.  

April 1982
Campbeltown cheese success
An Argyll cheese company 
opened a fresh chapter in 
their success story with the 
commissioning of the most 
advanced creamery of its kind 
in Britain.  

While economic and 
market pressures have 
forced several small British 
creameries to close in the 
last decade, Campbeltown 
Creamery Ltd – formed to 
save jobs when Unigate pulled 
out of Kintyre in 1974 – have 

1981 - Firemen and police are investigating a devastating fore at Caol Community Centre which caused £250,000 worth of damage. 
The fire is thought to have started around 1.15am shortly after the end of a disco attended by more than 200 local young people

1983 - Fort William’s L:adies Circle celebrated their 21st birthday. Chairman Mrs Pat Leslie, assisted 
by Mrs Anne Austin, founder chairman, cut the cake at the Milton Hotel

1981 - Above and below - A JCB digger which crashed through a 
wall at Back Brae, Tobermory, then fell 40 feet onto the roof of an 

outbuilding was recovered after three months of head scratch-
ing. A local firm dismantled the machine and manouvered it, bit 

by bit, via a narrow lane down and onto Main Street

1983 - The Tour of Argyll cycle race was voted a resounding success. Starting at Dunoon, more than 
60 riders tackled the four-day event which took them over 317 miles via Campbeltown, Inveraray 

and Oban. After four days, there was only seven seconds between first and second place with David 
Whitehall of Greenock Cairney Sports taking the title

1983 - Jimmy Savile, chieften of Lochaber Highland Games leads the march through Fort William’s 
High Street

February 1981 - Above and below - Gales which swept the west 
coast caused considerable damage. There were reports of flood-

ing from many of Oban’s shops and offices. Oban’s Esplanade 
was not passable for cars and the Ganavan road was blocked by 
the high tide. The force of the waves on the town’s seafront did 
considerable damage to the sea wall. Many areas throughout 
the west were blacked out by power cuts as storm force winds 

brought down cables, poles and trees. 

made Campbeltown Cheddar a 
household name.

May 1982
STV appoint local director
Rev. Robin D. Buchanan-
Smith, Isle of Eriska Hotel, 
was appointed a director of 
Scottish Television at a board 
meeting of the company in 
Glasgow.  

May 1982
Oban Marine killed in 
action
A 20-year-old Oban man 
was killed in action in the 
Falklands at the weekend.  

Marine Gordon MacPherson, 
whose family stay at 22a 
Glencruitten Drive, is thought 
to have died along with 
seven others from 45 Marine 
Commando Group, Condor, 
Arbroath, during the success-
ful assaults on the heights 
surrounding Port Stanley.  
Marine MacPherson died just 
two weeks before his 21st 
birthday.

May 1982
Firefighting ferry
The Fishnish to Lochaline 
ferry performed an unusual 
role last week when its crew 
acted as fire fighters.  

Early last Tuesday evening 
Shore Cottage, Lochaline, 
went on fire, and fortunately 
the ferry was passing at the 
time.  The vessel at once 
moved into the shoreline and 
were able to put out the fire.  
Ferryman Donald Cameron 
commented: ‘We were lucky 
there was a high tide and we 
got right up to the house.  All 
the crew worked very well.’

November 1982
Inveraray seeks golf course. 
Inveraray Community Council 
have taken the initiative in an 
attempt to revive the golf club.  

The community council have 
been in touch with the Argyll 
Estates about the allocation 
of an area of ground, which 
would be suitable for a course.  

November 1982
Lochearnhead fire
The Lochearnhead Hotel, 
which was razed to the ground 
on Thursday night by fire, 
will be rebuilt to luxury 
standards over the next two 
years.  Hotel owner Mr 
Ewen Cameron, O.B.E., said 
on Monday that the hotel 
was insured for around £1½ 
million and that around £1 
million could be spent on 
renewing it.  

December 1982
Knoydart says ‘No’ to Army 
The people of Knoydart 
this week made their voice 
clear about the future of the 
Knoydart Estate, which the 
Ministry of Defence has 
expressed an interest in pur-
chasing for training purposes.  
After a meeting in the Old 
Forge Club the following 
short statement was issued: 
‘A majority of 85% of those 
present were strongly opposed 
to any Army presence on the 
Knoydart Peninsula.’

December 1982
Oban marina recommended
Consultants investigating the 
development of water sports 
in Argyll and Bute have 
recommended a marine of 
up to 300 berths between the 
piers at Oban.  

The development would 
cost an estimated five and 
a half million pounds.  The 
consultants report, which 
was welcomed by members 
of Argyll and Bute’s tourism, 
leisure and recreation com-
mittee last week, is now to be 
used as the basis for further 
public discussion involving 
Oban Community council 
and Caledonian MacBrayne 
after the views of Strathclyde 
Regional Council have been 
clarified.  

December 1982
Appin bridge considered
The Director of Architectural 
Services for Argyll and Bute 
is to investigate the cost of re-
pairing the Jubilee footbridge 
and Achosrigan Lane in 
Appin.  The footbridge carries 
a right of way across the 
estuary at the head of Loch 
Laich and was, in the days 
of the Ballachulish Railway, 
used as a shortcut by residents 
of Port Appin walking to and 
from Appin Station.  

December 1982
Kerrera fish farm plan
Plans for a major fish farm 
development on Kerrera cost-
ing upwards of £500,000 are 
likely to be submitted early in 
the New Year.  Lovat Estates 
of Beauly, who are behind the 
venture, confirmed this week 
that they hope to establish 
an inshore production unit at 
Ardentraive Farm.

1983

January 1983
Community take over shop
Kilchrenan’s chop re-opened 
on Saturday with the com-
munity as the owners.  

The majority of local fami-
lies own a share and many 
turned out to witness the 
start of the most challenging 
chapter in the Trading Post’s 
90-year history.  The tape 
was cut by the oldest native 
resident, Mrs Bella Bolton, 
whose father, Mr McCall, 
established the general store 
on its present site in the 1890s 
and ran it until the First World 
War.

February 1983
New radar station for Tiree
The Isle of Tiree is to be the 
site for a new long-range radar 
station to serve air traffic 
over Scotland and on the busy 
Western approach.  

The National Air Traffic 
Service (NATS) plan to build 
the new radar station at Ben 
Hynish. 

March 1983
Half of Jura for sale
About 20,000 acres of the 
Island of Jura will be put up 
for sale next month, when the 
Viscount Astor puts on the 
market more than half of the 
Tarbert Estate on the island.  
Lord Astor will be retaining 
one house, Tarbert Lodge and 
around 15,000 acres of land 
on Jura.

March 1983
Oban song pair do it again! 
The song writing partnership 
of an Oban minister and a 
journalist has been chosen to 
carry Scotland’s hopes in the 
Celtavision Song Contest in 
Killarney next month.  

The Rev. John MacLeod, of 
Oban Old Parish church and 
Erik Spence, chief reporter 
of The Oban Times on Friday 
won the BBC new Gaelic song 
contest – for the second time.  

May 1983
Mingary to Nova Scotia
It’s a long way from Mingary 
to Nova Scotia.  

But already plans are being 
laid to send the tiny Mingary 
School Choir to the 1985 Cape 
Breton Mod.  One of the first 
fund-raising schemes will be 
a 25-mile sponsored walk this 
Saturday from Lochailort to 
Fort William, which will be 
undertaken by six local ladies.

June 1983
Raasay House bill
A ‘horrifying’ £600,000 is the 
cost of making Raasay House 
habitable and possibility of 
total demolition looms.  

The only alternative, it 
became clear after Highlands 
and Islands Development 
senior officials met islanders 
on the island on Monday, is 
to find somebody with cash 
and commitment to buy the 
once-splendid mansion and 
restore it.

July 1983
Rhum power
The first phase of the Coire 
Dubh HydroElectric Scheme 
on the Isle of Rhum has been 
completed.  

This project was awarded 
as a £40,000 Management 
Contract to Balfour Beatty 
Construction (Scotland) by the 
Nature Conservancy Council 
in January 1983.

August 1983
Oronsay on market
The Island of Oronsay has 
been put on the market by 
Adam Bergius, a former 
chairman of Teacher’s whisky 
company, at an asking price of 
over £150,000.  Oronsay lies 
next to Colonsay at the south 
end of the Inner Hebrides and 
is about 1470 acres in size.  

September 1983
Skye fishermen in drama
Two Skye fishermen saved 
themselves by swimming 
for two hours in rough seas 
and thick mist to land on the 
remote west coast of the Isle 
of Raasay.

September 1983
Lochmaddy Hospital 
celebrated its centenary.

October 1983
Switch on for Colonsay
The island of Colonsay will 
be officially connected to 
the mainland electricity grid 
today (Thursday) by a 13.4 
miles long submarine cable.  
Performing the ‘switch on’ 
ceremony will be the MP 
for Argyll and Bute, Mr 
John MacKay, Minister for 
Health and Social Work at the 
Scottish Office.

October 1983
Fish farms sold
Several Argyll fish farms 
have been sold to the 
Norwegian company Norsk 
Hydro, which has bought 
the fish farming interests of 
Fitch Lovell PLC for about 
£1.7 million.  Farms include 
Scottish Sea Farms and the 
Golden Sea Produce opera-
tions at Ledaig,  Loch Creran, 
Kinlochspelvie, Lochaline, 
Knock and Ardkinglas.  

October 1983
Craobh Haven  plan
Argyll’s newest village 
– at present an almost virgin 
300-acre site of the Craignish 
Peninsula, south of Oban 
– was officially born this 
week.  

All Seasons Craobh 
Haven Limited, an associate 
company of a West Midlands-
based civil engineering 
and property development 

company unveiled in Glasgow 
their plans for a £15m 
integrated harbour develop-
ment providing up to 120 
permanent jobs.  

A 500-berth marina and 
a hotel are focuses of the 
development on which 
£600,000 has already been 
spent on completing the site 
preparations.  

October 1983
Bird toll still rises. 
Thousands of birds have died 
in oil around Coll and Tiree.  

Thursday’s oil spillage, 
which was dispersed by aerial 
spraying with detergent in 
an operation described as 
‘a major disaster’ for the 
Hebridean birdlife by the 
Nature Conservancy Council.  

October 1983
Sheep drowned. 
Up to a hundred sheep are 
thought to have drowned at 
Dalmally last week when the 
River Orchy burst its banks 

on Tuesday and f looded the 
fields and village. 

November 1983
RSPB buy 3,000 acres of 
Islay  
The Royal Society for The 
Protection of Birds has 
bought 3,000 acres of land 
around Loch Gruinart, Islay 
for a wild bird reserve.  

December 1983
Minch plane crash
A post mortem examination 
of the four bodies recovered 
after a private jet plane 
plunged into the sea off 
Stornoway last Thursday 
night was to be held at 
Inverness on Tuesday.  

The plane was carrying 
ten people – three couples, 
two young children and two 
pilots.  

Three of the four bodies re-
covered have been identified 
and the fourth is now believed 
to be that of a Frenchwoman, 
Madame Charlette Gimbert.

The new Atlantis gym 
has now opened!

Come and try our new top of the range 
Technogym equipment or our new 
top-notch group cycle classes with 
music that begs your legs to pedal.

www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
or contact reception for 
details. 01631 566800
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1984

January 1984
Storm damage costing Hydro 
Board more than £250,000 
The number of consumers 
without electricity following 
storms in the West Highlands, 
where Skye was the worst 
affected, had been reduced to 
a few hundred. The estimated 
cost to the Hydro Board of 
repairing the damaged supply 
network is more than £¼ mil-
lion. At one point last Tuesday 
morning, at the height of the 
bad weather, 40,000 consumers 
had power failures.

January 1984
Isles - energy exporter
The Western Isles could 
become an exporter of energy 
in 20 years’ time, provided 
wind farms are established 
throughout the area and a 
submarine cable link to the 
mainland is provided to feed the 
national grid.  

January 1984
Super quarry
The proposed quarry at 
Glensanda, on the Morven 
coast, is potentially the largest 
in Britain, with permission to 
take out 7.5 million tonnes of 
granite every year.   

February 1984
India contract for Mid Argyll
A Mid Argyll company has won 
a $1.4m contract in India.  

The Ardrishaig-based Fish 
Farm Development Group are 
set to start construction of a 
project which will provide up to 
200 jobs in the northern state of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

February 1984
Campbeltown launch.  

Campbeltown Shipyard for 

launched last Thursday from 
the yard at Trench Point, 
Campbeltown.  The 70-foot 
steel-hulled seiner/trawler was 
named Wanderer III.

March 1984

plan by the Nature Conservancy 
Council to declare the Loch 
Fada area a Site of Special 

March 1984
New hall for Ballachulish
Ballachulish Community Hall 
Association were given the 
go-ahead last Monday for the 
erection of a village hall.  

May 1984
Coll and Tiree to join grid.  
The islands of Tiree and Coll 
are to be connected to the 
national grid for electricity 
during this summer.  

June 1984
Sea water heat source
Iona Abbey on Friday became 

Western Europe to be heated by 
the use of seawater.  

July 1984
Tiree museum opens
A unique museum dedicated to 
the Skerryvore Lighthouse and 
its builder Alan Stevenson, was 
opened on Tiree on Thursday.  

Appropriately, the ceremony 
was carried out by the Duke 
of Argyll, whose fourfold 
grandfather, the 7th Duke, 
laid the foundation stone of 
Skerryvore in 1840.  

July 1984
Helicopter rescues six.  
A thrilling air/sea rescue 
featuring Campbeltown lifeboat 
and a Canadian helicopter took 
place near the Mull of Kintyre 
coastline, when the lifeboat 
received a call to go to the 
assistance of the yacht Raith.

The helicopter safely winched 
off six people, including a child, 
from the stricken yacht.

August 1984
Gaelic road signs for Skye
Bilingual road signs will soon 
be abundant enough to be com-
monplace in Skye where almost 
80 in number are to be replaced 
throughout the island by the 
roads and transport department 
of the Highland Region.

August 1984
Oban hotel shored up
In an emergency measure, 
shoring has had to be built for 
the façade of the Argyll Hotel, 
Oban, because the building was 
potentially dangerous.  

The shoring, which blocks off 

Esplanade, is to remain in place 
until at least the end of the 
summer season.

August 1984
Sannox saved
Quick action by her own crew 
and Islay Fire Brigade saved the 
MV Glen Sannox from serious 

below the car deck on Thursday 
last week.  

August 1984
Ice rink for Oban
Oban Ice Rink Company are 
to be offered ground to build 
an ice rink – provided they can 
start work within two years.    
The offer is for the ground 
between the current swimming 
pool and the bowling green.  

October 1984
Hospital services go private

used as a test case if Argyll and 
Clyde Health Board take the 
decision to contract out some of 
their catering and cleaning work 
to the private sector.  

October 1984
Big Cat in Ardfern?
There have been sightings 

cat-like animal near Ardfern.
One resident has described 

the animal as ‘some kind of cat, 
about the size of a collie dog, 
dark and with a long tail.’

November 1984
Glider pilot in eagle attack  
A golden eagle attacked a glider 

The bird was killed after hitting 
the tail of a Connel Gliding 

John Anderson.  

December 1984
Amazing escape
A Spean Bridge girl had a 
miraculous escape when a 
Harrier jump-jet crashed, 
hurtling burning wreckage into 
a farm shed at her home.  

June Anne MacColl, of 
Redburn, Kilmonivaig Farm, 
would moments later have been 
working in the shed, which was 
ablaze within seconds.

December 1984
Calgary beach up for sale. 
The popular sandy beach at 
the head of Calgary Bay in the 
north of Mull may be bought 
by Argyll and Bute District 
Council to be preserved as a 
tourist asset.  The beach and 
machair area is being offered 
for sale for £2000 by the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries for Scotland.  

1985
January 1985

Lochalsh destroyed the Pioneer 
Stores. The Saturday morning 
dawn blaze also damaged the 
Co-operative Store next door, 
which will be unable to trade 
for some time.  

January 1985
Skye-born girl is Scottish 
champion.  
Twenty-Six-year-old Karen 
MacLeod, who was born and 
spent her childhood on Skye, 

Scottish women’s cross country 
championship at Cumbernauld 

Karen who has been running 
for only three years, beat her 
international club mate, Yvonne 
Murray, into second place with 
a powerful late surge to win by 
seven seconds.

January 1985
£2m drugs case at Oban
Security was tight at Oban 
Sheriff Court for the appearance 
in private of eight men on a 
major drugs charge.  

Four of the men were held 
locally in an early-morning raid 

the St Just and four arrested in 
Liverpool were brought to Oban 
by car.  

HM Customs and Excise 
had said the previous day that 
cannabis worth up to £2m 
street value had been seized 
when the St Just was boarded at 
Pulldobhrain, Isle of Seil.

March 1985
Oyster harvest at Clachan. 
Ten per cent of the entire 
production of oysters over one 
year in Scotland is being sent 
out this week – from one farm 
at Clachan, in Kintyre.  

April 1985
Loch Lomond road
The Scottish Development 
Department have awarded 
a contract worth £5.64m to 
Tractor Shovels Limited for the 

to the A82 trunk road along 
Loch Lomondside.   Work is 
due to commence next Monday 
and expected to take two years 
to complete.

April 1985
Filming in Lochaber

starring Sean Connery is being 
shot in the Fort William area 
next month.  And Lochaber folk 
– particularly the men – will 
be grabbing a piece of the 
limelight as hundreds of extras 
are needed for the Thorn/EMI 
production of The Highlander.  

April 1985

A house at Achnacarron, 
near Kilchrenan, was totally 

morning.  The alarm was raised 

from Oban attended.  

May 1985

Construction Ltd, is to be 
included in the tender list for the 
new £10m sixth-year school at 
Linaclate in Benbecula.  It is the 
biggest contract ever issued by 
the Western Isles Council.

June 1985
Mull plane escape
Both a pilot and his aircraft 
had a remarkable escape when 
they crashed into the sea on 
the approach to Glenforsa 
aerodrome on Mull during the 
air rally at the weekend.

June 1985
Castle for sale
Kilchurn Castle is for sale – at 
an asking price of over £50,000.  

The castle is one of the best-
known and most photographed 
castles in Scotland.  

June 1985
End of era at Kilberry  
An educational history stretch-
ing back well over a century 
drew to a close on Friday with 
the last day of Kilberry Primary 
School, south of Tarbert, Argyll.  

The 113-year-old school had a 
roll of one pupil and Strathclyde 
Regional Council decided that it 
should close and children from 
the area be educated at Tarbert.

June 1985
Faulty chimneys at Fort
Major defects – which could 
cost up to a quarter of a million 
pounds to put right – have been 
discovered in the chimneys 
of council houses recently 
inspected in Lochyside, Fort 
William - 74 out of 76 houses 
inspected had ‘major faults’.

July 1985
Fire destroys lemonade works 
at Rothesay 

Rothesay premises of W & 
J Kirkhope, Aerated Water 
Manufacturers, on the night of 
Friday, July 5.  

August 1985
MacBrayne Haulage sale  

the sale of MacBrayne Haulage 
to the Turriff-based Kildonan 
Transport Ltd for £450,000.   

August 1985
Polar Bear in Benbecula  
The carcase of an animal, 
which came ashore at Cula Bay, 
Benbecula, is thought to be that 
of a polar bear.  

August 1985
Quarry in receiver’s hands. 
Glasgow-registered Kiroval 
Ltd, with quarry operations in 
the Western Isles at Lingerbay 
in Harris, at Torrin in Skye and 
at Dunblane, have gone into 
receivership.  

September 1985
From Islay to the Falklands
The Falkland Islands could 

by the Islay community.  
The manager of the 

Islay Co-operative, Mr George 
Graham, will spend a month 
setting up a similar operation in 
the Falklands before assistant 
manager, Hunter Jackson, takes 
over the running of the new 
co-operative for a year.

September 1985
Hay from Canada
Hay shipped across the North 
Atlantic could be the only 
means of survival in the coming 
winter for livestock in the West 
Highlands and Islands.  

West Highland Crofters and 
Farmers Ltd are negotiating to 
buy and have sent by sea at least 

from Canada.  

July 1987
Prince Charles in holiday mood at Fort William

Prince Charles was in true holiday mood when he dropped into 
Fort William from his summer residence at Balmoral on Tuesday.  

The Prince was a special guest of Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team and witnessed mountain rescue technique demonstrations 
in Glen Nevis during his visit.  Team leader Mr Donald Watt said: 

‘He enjoyed the day and so did we; it was good fun.  He was 
telling jokes and we were telling jokes.  He is an extremely nice 
person and made everything easy for us.  We have invited him 
back to go up Ben Nevis and he said he will make a strenuous 

effort to do so.  I insisted he should go to the top of the highest 
mountain of his future realm.’

1989 - Fishermen, lifeboatmen and islanders gathered for a special fishermen’s mass, celebrated by Fr Calum MacLellan on Barra

August 1990
Crowds follow the march through Oban on their way to the 1990 Argyllshire Gathering

June 1992
The new school at Benderloch stands above the rubble of the old demolished school building

June 1992
Pip Fairbairn, aged 7, of Morar, cut the first turf on the site of Mallaig Swimming Pool with Colin 

Sutherland, mangaging director of Mowlem who are the main contractors for the project

September 1985
Duror man at reins of 
Crofters’ Union
A Duror man has been ap-
pointed director of the Crofters’ 
Union, which is due to be 
formally launched in November.  

Dr James Hunter will be the 

new look union, which has 
undergone a major reorganisa-
tion recently. 

October 1985
New factory for Skye
A new meat processing factory 
opened in Portree on the Isle of 
Skye last week.  

November 1985
Earthquake hits west coast
An earthquake rocked the 
West Coast between Mallaig 
and Arisaig on Sunday night.   
The tremor, which gave a 3.5 
reading on the Richter scale, 
was recorded by the Edinburgh 
Geographical Society. 

November 1985
Trawlerman dies in heavy sea 
A French trawlerman died and 
another was seriously injured 
when their vessel, Pors Ar Vag
was hit by heavy seas while the 
boat was off Benbecula in the 
Western Isles.

November 1985
Corran Halls – new shock 
The decay in the structure of the 
Corran Halls in Oban is worse 
than originally thought, it was 
revealed last week.  

The halls are closed for the 
winter season this year so that 
urgent repairs can be carried 
out.  But when workmen started 
to prepare the building, they 
discovered that the problem was 
larger than expected.  

1986

January 1986
Oil slick reaches harbour  
Stornoway Pier and Harbour 

investigating a large oil slick 
which entered the harbour 
area, blackening everything in 
sight.  Harbourmaster Angus 
MacKenzie said it was the worst 
they had seen and appeared to 
be crude oil from a large tanker.

January 1986
Bakery jobs lost 
The Mothers Pride Bakery at 
Millpark, Oban, is to close at 
the beginning of next month 
with the loss of four jobs.  

January 1986
Barra Head rescue
Oban Coastguard co-ordinated 
a desperate rescue bid when the 
French trawler Magdeleine ran 
into trouble 18 miles south-west 
of Barra Head.  The trawler’s 
skipper was lost overboard 
when a huge wave engulfed the 
boat, smashing the windows of 
the wheelhouse and rendering 
all electrical equipment useless.  

April 1986
Skye watermill comes back 
into service  
A 200-year-old watermill on 
Skye will grind locally grown 
grain again to provide a unique 
tourist attraction on the island.  

Glendale watermill has been 
taken over by local business 
people William and Julia 
MacKenzie.

May 1986
Lochboisdale market
A new £150,000 livestock 
marketing facility is to be 
built at Lochboisdale in South 
Uist with assistance from the 
HIDB under the Integrated 
Development Programme for 
the Western Isles.

May 1986
Islay tragedy

were feared drowned last week 
after their boat sank eight miles 
west of the Rhinns of Islay. An 
intensive air and sea search 
failed to locate the missing men.

June 1986
New supermarket for Kintyre
Campbeltown-born foods mil-
lionaire James Gulliver was this 
week the toast of his home town 
as local housewives welcomed 

Foods, are keen to develop a 
new supermarket there.  

August 1986
Royals visit Kilchoan
The Royal Family returned 
the compliment in style 
when villagers from all over 
Ardnamurchan turned out in 
force to welcome Her Majesty 
the Queen, to Kilchoan. For the 
delighted crowd were rewarded 
with a surprise visit from the 
Duke and Duchess of York 
along with Prince Edward 
and Princess Anne’s children 
Master Peter and Miss Zara 
Phillips.  

The purpose of the Queen’s 
visit was to mark the bi-cente-
nary of the Northern Lighthouse 
Board.

September 1986
Easdale for sale
The tiny island of Easdale is for 
sale at an asking price of offers 
over £250,000.  The island is 
owned by Mr Chris Nicholson, 
a businessman who operates 
Easdale Island Shipping Line.  
September 1986
Cable car to McCaig’s Tower?
An Oban company announced 

this week that it intends to 
investigate the building of a 
cable car to ply between the 
Esplanade and McCaig’s Tower, 
in Oban.  The company – Oban 
Leisure Developments – says a 
cable car would encourage more 
visitors to come to Oban.

October 1986

Fire chiefs are to investigate 
the tragic events which led to 
two timber houses going up in 

December 1986
Boat on Mull rocks
The three-man crew of the 54-
foot crabber, Petit Poisson, took 
to a life raft when the vessel hit 
rocks at Ardmore Point off Mull 
in the early hours and sank.  

1987
January 1987
Rescue teams busy
Lochaber and Glencoe 
mountain rescue teams faced 
their busiest New Years ever, 
dealing with a catalogue of 
mountain accidents in which 
two people were killed.  Team 
members, police, helicopter 
teams and rescue dogs were out 
seven times in four days.

February 1987
Butter mountain
Pensioners throughout North 
Argyll will share in a general 
distribution of free butter to be 
made throughout Britain with 
the aim of reducing the EEC’s 
huge butter mountain.  

March 1987
£5.5m plan for Oban
Plimley Estates, a Stirling-
based developer has been 
chosen by Argyll and Bute 
District Council as the preferred 
partner for the development of 
two sites in Oban – one at the 
Railway Station and the other at 
Lochavullin.  The £5.5 million 
proposals include a hotel linked 
with an international curling 
rink; a heritage centre; tourist 
information centre, superloo 
and car parking.

May 1987
New sawmill for Corpach
Thomas Smith & Sons (Kirko-
swald) Limited announced this 
week they are to open a new 
pallet wood and fencing mill, 
creating 33 new jobs at their 
Kilmallie sawmill, based at 
Corpach, Fort William.  

May 1987

Berneray.  
The Hebrideans are chuckling 
and proud of the fact that they 
kept a Royal secret – a three day 
private visit by Prince Charles 
to give a hand with the croft 
work on the Isle of Berneray, 
population 130. The news did 
not leak out that he had spent a 
happy few days as the guest of 
a local crofter until after he had 
left by helicopter.

May 1987
Three drown in Loch Awe. 
Two men and an 11-year-old boy 

tragedy at the weekend when 

overturned in Loch Awe.

July 1987
Berneray causeway
Islanders on Berneray have 
voted by a huge majority for a 
causeway link with North Uist.  

July 1987
Wave power for Islay
Michael Spicer, Minister for 
Renewable Sources of Energy, 
has announced the construction 
of a new experimental inshore 
wave energy project on the 
Island of Islay.  

July 1987
New CalMac ferry
The State-owned Appledore-
Ferguson yard at Port Glasgow 
have landed the £8m contract 
for a Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry to serve South Uist, Barra, 
Coll and Tiree.  

September 1987
Gold in the Tyndrum hills 
An Eire company, Ennex 
International, after two years 
of prospecting at Tyndrum, 

of high quality gold have been 

on Cononish Farm, owned by 
Mr John Burton, are considered 
to be ‘as promising a strike as 
there has been in Scotland.’

September 1987
Huge military exercise
The biggest military exercise 
mounted in Britain since 
wartime will extend to Argyll 
this weekend when 2,000 
Marine Commandos swarm 
ashore on Kintyre.  In all some 
20,000 troops and 40 ships will 
take part.  

November 1987
Drowned bull trio for trial. 
The trial of three men accused 
of drowning a Department of 
Agriculture bull is to take place 
at Lochmaddy Sheriff Court in 
North Uist.  

They deny a contravention 
of the Protection of Animals, 
(Scotland) Act.  

The bull was on its way to 
service cows on the island.  

Towing the bull behind a boat 
is the traditional method to get 
animals across to the island.
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1988

February 1988
Taynuilt Station reprieve
Faced with demolition this 
spring, Taynuilt Railway Station 
has won a reprieve.  

The station has been 
designated a B-listed building 
by the Historic Buildings 
Council.  Consent from the 
Secretary of State will now be 
required before the property can 
be pulled down.  

Built in 1879, Taynuilt is the 
last of the stations built by 
the old Callander and Oban 
Railway Company still in 
operation.  The others have 
either been demolished or sold.

February 1988
Paper mill investment
The Wiggins Teape Group 
have announced a massive 
investment for their Corpach 
Paper Mill.  

In a statement the group said: 
‘Over the next two years, a total 
of £12.5 million will be invested 
in new equipment for the mill, 
which now concentrates on 
manufacturing carbonless 
paper.  

February 1988
Police trace missing sheep.  
Ten of the 90 sheep which 
disappeared from four farms in 
the Kilmichael-Glassary area 
in Mid Argyll have now been 
traced by police and returned to 
their owners.  

The sheep, which have been 
sold at Stirling Market, are 
believed to have been rustled.  

February 1988
Order for shipyard
Campbeltown Shipyard has 
clinched an important order 

vessel.  
The 8-strong Shetland 

working partnership placed the 
order after negotiations lasting 
nearly a year.  On receipt of the 
order work on the vessel, which 
is to cost £1.05m will begin 
immediately.  

February 1988
Overweight ferry
There are weight problems and 
weight problems, but for Cal-
Mac’s newest ferry, the Isle of 
Mull, the prospect of shedding 
at least 40 tonnes in eight weeks 
is no laughing matter.  

It was revealed this week that 
the new ferry, launched last 
year by Princess Alexandra, 
is 114 tonnes overweight.  The 
British Shipbuilders owned 
Appledore Ferguson yard at 
Port Glasgow have now been 
told by Caledonian MacBrayne 
that this is totally unacceptable.

March 1988

Fire last week swept a 
Forestry Commission plantation 
at Tyndrum causing many 
thousands of pounds worth of 
damage.  

Fire units from Callander, 
Stirling, Oban, Killin and 
Tyndrum itself were called 

destroyed nearly 18,000 
commercial conifers as well as 
broad-leaved species.

March 1988
Connel plane crash
Two men escaped injury last 
week after their plane crashed 
into a sheep on the runway at 

tank and causing a fuel leak at 

This week a spokesman for 
Strathclyde Regional Council, 
who owned the unlicensed 

were being looked at which 
would improve the safety of the 
runways.  These include the 
termination of the lease, which 

March 1988
Mid Argyll sports complex
A multi-million pound leisure 
complex planned for Mid-
Argyll was given the go-ahead 
last week.  

Approved in principle by the 
District Council’s planning 
committee were proposals for 
a 30-bedroom hotel, a cham-
pionship standard golf course 
and a 60-house time-share 
development to be built at 
Killinochonoch Farm, near 
Kilmartin.

April 1988
Castlebay linkspan go-ahead. 

approval for the provision of a 
linkspan at Castlebay Pier, in 
Barra.  

 It is also thought that the 
completion date is expected in 
time for the new ferry coming 
into service in May 1989.

May 1988
Record number of dancers
A record entry of over 550 
competitors from all over 
the country danced, played 
and sang their way through 
a weekend in Oban when 
temperatures soared into the 

annual Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival.  

May 1988
Seil war memorial to move
Plans are being made to move 
the Isle of Seil War Memorial 
from its present site.  

The memorial currently stands 
between the two cemeteries on 
the island, on top of a hill.  Its 
position means that it is fairly 
inaccessible and is not often 
visited by local people.

May 1988
Sunday ferry plan. 
Strong opposition is ex-
pected over a plan to introduce 
a Sunday ferry service between 
Uig and Skye and Lochmaddy.  

Mr Colin Paterson, chief 
executive of Caledonian 
MacBrayne, said this week that 
the company was considering 
such a service following 
requests from tourists and 
hoteliers.  

The Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry Pioneer will start a 
service from Mallaig to 
Castlebay, Barra on Sunday.

July 1988

Most of the 14 workers 
employed at the large Pen-
nyghael Sawmill on Mull, are 

which destroyed most of the 
plant last Thursday.  

The building was almost 

and some sources have 
estimated the damage as being 
in the region of £400,000.

August 1988
Second gold strike
A second reported gold strike 
in the Tyndrum area now raises 
the prospect that the village 
could become a mini-Klondyke 
and the centre of a huge 
commercial mining operation.  

August 1988
David rescues Goliath
It was a case of David rescuing 
Goliath on Tuesday when the 
Kylemhor, a 37ft boat skippered 
by Colin Currie, of Oban, towed 
the 200ft tanker Baysdale-H,
gross registered weight 670 
tonnes, to safety in the Sound 
of Mull.  

August 1988

Nets were slashed at Tervine 
Fish Farm, Loch Awe, recently, 
releasing £6,000 worth of 
rainbow trout into the loch.  

lost between £50-£60,000 

damage to nets. 

September 1988

A lucrative new sponsorship 
deal for shinty was struck 
yesterday (Wednesday).  

The game’s new backers will 
be salmon farming pioneers 
Marine Harvest, who will 
support the national league to 
the tune of £30,000 for an initial 
three years.  

September 1988
Ben Race runners suffer
The Ben Nevis Race claimed 18 
casualties when it went ahead in 
the worst weather conditions for 
30 years.  

Rescue services were 
stretched to the limit Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team leader 
Mr Donald Watt said adding 
that he feared, at one point, that 
there would be fatalities.  Suf-
fering mainly from hypothermia 

Fort William’s Belford Hospital.  

September 1988
£1000 reward after raid on 

A £1000 reward has been 
offered for information leading 
to the conviction of those 
responsible for last week’s raid 

about 15 miles south of Oban.  
Between midnight on Septem-

ber 6 and 8am on Wednesday 7, 
intruders at Kames Fish Farms 
Ltd released an estimated 60 
tonnes of salmon into Loch 
Melfort.  

September 1988
MV Columba’s last sail
On Saturday the ferry Columba 
sailed out of Oban for the last 
time.  

However it is not goodbye to 
the Western Isles.  Columba 
will hopefully be returning 

facelift, which will render her 

top class cruise ship.   
Hebridean Island Cruises 

are to relaunch her as the 
Hebridean Princess and hope to 
sail her on week-long cruises on 
the west coast of Scotland.

October 1988
Award for Iona
The coveted Templeton U.K. 
Project award and £3,000 has 
been awarded to the Iona Com-
munity for its missionary work 
in Scotland and its contribution 
to the ecumenical movement.  

The award of £3,000 has been 
earmarked to allow disabled 
and unemployed people to get to 
Iona and study.

November 1988
Drilling for oil off Barra
Exploratory drilling for oil off 
the Island of Barra is scheduled 
to start in 1990.  

The news was given to the 
Western Isles Islands Council’s 
Development services com-
mittee in Stornoway last week.  
Chevron are the sixth largest 
producers in the U.K. and have 
a 193 square mile licence block, 
approximately 16 miles south 
east of Castlebay.

November 1988
Aonach Mor underway
Work on the £10 million Aonach 

bring 50 new jobs to Lochaber 

month.  

stages of the formation of the 
Nevis Range Development 
Company PLC being signed, 
sealed and delivered this week.

December 1988
Coastguard ‘codswallop’
The Chief Coastguard for the 
UK this week described as 
‘codswallop’ rumours that Oban 
Coastguard Station may be 
scheduled for closure.  

Although there had been no 

was to close, recent rationalisa-
tion has already seen the demise 
of three major stations and fears 
were growing that Oban was to 
be next.

December 1988
Lights for Lochybridge

in a bid to control one of Fort 

areas it was revealed this week.  
A spokesman for the Scottish 

Development Department 

lights were to be put at the 
Road to the Isles junction at 
Lochybridge as a trial measure 
next spring.

1989

January 1989

The West Highlands suffered 

week.  
Although there were problems 
with road closures in Kintyre 
and Mid Argyll, Lochaber 
came off worst.  The area was 
plagued with a catalogue of 
disasters at the weekend.  The 
rain took an unexpected toll 

reputation for being the wettest 
place in Britain.  

A Fort William family had to 
be evacuated from their caravan 
home at Lochy Caravan Park 
when the River Lochy burst its 
banks.  In Glencoe, homes were 
hit and Lochiel Estates lost 51 
sheep worth £25 each at Strone.  

The main railway line 
between Fort William and 
Crianlarich was closed on 
Sunday and most of Monday 

track near Tulloch.  The worst 

30 years on the Spean Bridge 
to Tulloch section of the West 
Highland line closed the line at 
Monessie Gorge.

January 1989
Super Sprinter introduced
Scot rail start what they hope 
will be a new era in rail travel 
with the introduction of Super 
Sprinter trains to the Oban, Fort 
William and Mallaig lines from 
next Monday, 23 January.  

The £125 million investment 

over 100 years there will be new 
rolling stock on these lines.  

February 1989
Tobermory Bay pontoons

March 1989
Island power cable cut to cost 

Up to half a million pounds 
has been spent repairing a 
power cable linking the islands 
of Mull, Coll and Tiree, after 

severed it in the days leading up 
to Christmas.  

The islands were plunged 
into darkness without warning, 
but fortunately both Tiree and 
Coll have emergency back-up 
generator systems and supplies 
were soon resumed.  How-
ever the severity of the damage 
meant the islands have had to 
rely on generators for the past 
three months.

March 1989
Gigha for sale – at £2m-plus. 
The Edinburgh-based estate 
agents Savills announced on 
Tuesday that they had received 
instructions from the Landale 
family to put the island of Gigha 
on the market.  

The island has a population 
of 160.  

Included in the sale are the 
19th Century Achamore House, 
which is surrounded by the 
world-famous rhododendron 
and exotic shrub gardens and 
the award-winning Gigha Hotel.  

There are 39 estate cottages, 
six let farms and 1250 acres 
farmed in hand.

May 1989
Jacobite relics stolen.  
Thousands of pounds worth 
of Jacobite relics have been 
stolen from Fort William’s West 
Highland Museum.  

The thief’s haul included 
seven Jacobite miniatures of 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart, 
his aunt Louisa Maria and 
his father James.  Also taken 
were a pair of silver and amber 
candlesticks, which at one time 
belonged to James VII.  A gold 
ring which features a picture 
of General Fraser, son of Lord 
Lovat, who was beheaded after 
the ’45 rising was also stolen.

pontoons in Tobermory Bay, 
one of the most beautiful 
harbours in the Western Isles, 
has divided townspeople.  

The pontoons would cater 
for up to 30 yachts and motor 
powered vessels and range in 

to be available to visiting 
yachtsmen only.

February 1989
Landslides cut-off Lochaber
Four separate landslides struck 
at opposite ends of Lochaber 
during Monday’s torrential rain.  

A large chunk of the hillside 
collapsed on to the main Inver-
ness to Fort William Road at 
the entrance of Glengloy House, 

houses nearby.  Further up the 
road a second landslide closed 
the A82 at a second point by 
Corriegour Lodge Hotel, which 
had a ‘full house’ on Monday 
as stranded travellers sought 
refuge.

February 1989
Hurricane winds
Schools, shops and busi-
nesses closed early on Monday 
afternoon as hurricane force 
winds gusting up to 116mph 
wiped out electricity and 
telephone connections in the 
West Highlands.  

As power lines were severed, 
shops in all the town centres 
closed their doors and staff 
watched helplessly as buildings 
and cars were battered by wind, 
rain and sea.

March 1989
Store closing shock for staff
Staff at Presto’s supermarket in 
Oban, have been told the store is 
to close at the end of the month 
… by their customers.  The 
seven staff worked as normal 
last week, unaware of any deci-
sion by their management.  But 
meanwhile notices were issued 
to other George Street residents 
telling them the premises were 
to be changed into a shoe shop 

outlet’.

March 1989
Highland cattle record
Records were smashed apart 
at the Highland Cattle Society 
Sale, held in the West highland 
Auction Mart, Oban, on 
Monday.  

The champion bull at the show 
before the sale was Gaoth Tuath 
of Balmoral, a two-year-old 
yellow bull owned by the 
Queen.  

sum was paid for a Highland 
animal, with Mr Kees Hoogst-
ede of Holland paying £14,700 
for a two-year-old bull from 
Mrs Heather Corrigall.  This 
new record price nearly doubled 
the previous breed record, set 
the previous year.

March 1989
More than £1m Tiree centre
Over £1m is to be spent on a 
multi-purpose centre on Tiree 
scheduled for completion this 
time next year.  

The Oxford-based, Hebridean 
Trust, has received grants of 
£61,000 from the Highlands 
and Islands Development Board 
and a further £95,500 from the 
European Regional Develop-
ment Fund for the £1.3m project 
at Hynish.  

March 1989
Salmonella kills Skye cattle
Environmental health experts 
had this week still not positively 

salmonella outbreak, which has 
alarmed stockbreeders on Skye.  

The outbreak left an island 
crofter and his son seriously ill, 
killed two of his cattle and left 
six others badly affected.

March 1989
New jobs for Mallaig
Up to 230 new permanent jobs 
could be created in Mallaig 

multi-million pound new image.  
That is the message of hope 

contained in a detailed report, 
which has been prepared 
by independent planning 
consultants Halcrow, Fox and 
Associates.  

May of last year to complete 
an Economic Land Use and 
Environmental Improvements 
Study on the town.

permanent spiritual or welfare 
provision to be continued in the 
port.  The news this week came 

ferry crews and pier workers 
across the whole west coast, 
many of whom have been using 
the facilities all their lives.

July 1989

Fire broke out at a Marine 
Harvest base near Strontian last 
Thursday, causing extensive 
damage.  

Firemen from Fort William 

July 1989
Barra factory closes
News of the closure of 

Barra came ‘out of the blue’ to 
islanders.  As it was announced 
that 21 jobs would be lost, 
islanders were left wondering 
what had gone wrong.  After 
problems throughout the years, 
the factory’s future had seemed 
more stable in the weeks 
leading up to the closure.

September 1989
Eight drugs’ arrests
Eight people appeared at 
Uxbridge Magistrates court on 
Monday, charged with the il-
legal importation of 1.25 tonnes 
of cannabis resin.  Four of those 
appearing were arrested in the 
Oban area on Friday evening, 
after the haul was discovered on 
a vessel in the Firth of Lorn.

September 1989
Hovercraft service is set for 
Fort William.  

-
tering for up to 12 passengers at 

Fort William next year.  
Captain Keith Lawrence, who 

is currently running a hover-
craft business on the Isle of 
Man, has applied for planning 
permission to move the service 
to Loch Linnhe.

and were picked up by another 
northeast boat, The Challenger,
after half an hour.  

November 1989
Taynuilt brewery
An Argyll brewery is set to 
start production in the newly 
converted Taynuilt Railway 
station.  

November 1989
Ardnamurchan school plan
Plans for a new £2.5 million 
secondary school in Ardnamur-
chan have got the backing of 
Highland Regional Council.  

But the plans, which would 
bring at least 18 new jobs to 
Ardnamurchan, could mean 

School.

November 1989

were saved when their 65ft boat 
the Strathisla
and sank near Skerryvore.  

the engine room long enough 
for the nearest ship, a German 
coaster, to steam to the rescue 
and lift off the crew, who were 
transferred to the Barra lifeboat.

December 1989
Road blocked by rock
An Argyll road was blocked for 
several days and phone lines cut 
when a massive boulder plunged 
100 feet from a cliff face.  

The rock fall hit the Gallanach 
road, near to Kilbowie school 
hostel. One huge boulder, 
estimated to weigh over 30 
tonnes, uprooted trees and left 
a wake of destruction before 
embedding itself in the road and 
demolishing part of the roadside 
wall.  

cable, buried four feet under the 
road, was broken by the impact.

1990
February 1990
Invergarry PO takeover
Invergarry this week became 
the only community in the 
Highlands to own their Post 

which is housed in a newly 
purchased portacabin, opened 
on Monday.  

March 1990
Flooding hits Lochaber

and landslide incidents to hit 
Lochaber this century were 
recorded at the weekend.  

experienced one of the worst 
major landslides ever recorded.  
Highland Regional Council’s 
Divisional Roads Engineer Mr 
John Hutchison said: ‘We’ve 
had a few landslides over the 
past few years but never as big 
as that.  What we have here is 
the whole hillside moving.’

March 1990
Mull distillery re-opens
Islanders were this week 
celebrating the impending 
re-opening of Tobermory 
Distillery, which closed down 
10 years ago during a world 
slump in the whisky trade.  

The move will mean a boost 
for the local economy creating 
10 full-time jobs as well as 
several part-time posts.

March 1990
Rain sinks records
At Loch Linnhe last Wednesday 
an astounding 74 inches was 

per cent of the total average for 
a year.  

It has rained every day since 
December 24, a total of 89 
consecutive days.  

At a Crofter’s Union question 
and answer session last week, it 
was revealed the ‘Brahan Seer’ 
had predicted the Highlands 
would one day become too wet 
for man or beast to survive.

April 1990
Council house sales rise
Sales of council houses in 
Argyll and Bute soared to a 

year ended on March 31.  

May 1990
Genesis leave Mull
A rock group’s decision to sell 
off its vast estates on Mull has 
divided the island’s community.  

Superstar Phil Collins and 
his band Genesis are to sell the 
20,000-acre Pennyghael Estate, 
which they have owned for the 
past seven years.  

The move follows local 
criticism of the group who were 
branded by one councillor as 
‘The worst kind of absentee 
landlords.’

June 1990

Tourist-packed steam trains 

thousands of acres of forestry 
land at risk.  

As holidaymakers admire 
the world-famous scenery on 
the Road to the Isles line, the 
trains they are travelling on are 
leaving a trail of devastation 
behind them.  

June 1990
Commando Memorial to be 
improved say council
Highland Regional Council are 
to spend £300,000 on improving 
the Commando Memorial above 

Spean Bridge.  
Thousands of tourists visit 

the memorial every year and 
Lochaber Regional Councillors 
have successfully fought for 
the improvements to make the 
junction safer.

June 1990
Navy come to aid of injured 
Colonsay bull
The mercy men of the Royal 

bull to safety on Tuesday, after 
the beefy bovine proved too 
heavy for anyone else to lift.  

Showman, an eight-year-old 
bull on Colonsay was stuck for 
almost four weeks after wander-
ing into an inaccessible gulley 
and injuring his front legs.  He 
couldn’t walk out, neither could 
tractors or tracked vehicles get 
in.  Every day islanders had to 
scramble down with hay and 
water to keep him alive.

July 1990
Glenborrodale for sale. 
Ardnamurchan, owned by 
millionaire Peter de Savary, has 
gone on the market at an asking 
price of over £2.5m.  

The castle, which is being 
jointly sold by Knight Frank & 
Rutley and John Clegg & Co., is 
currently run as a top country-
house hotel.  

August 1990
Carradale aluminium scare
The water supply in an Argyll 
village has been contaminated 
with up to ten times the accept-

the chemical was put there 
by the water authority’s own 
treatment plant.  

Residents at Carradale have 
been warned not to drink or 
cook with their tap water since 
Friday and there have been fears 
of a health risk.

August 1990
Letters take the long road
Letters sent just 18 miles over 
the Ardnamurchan peninsula 
are routed through six different 

third of Scotland’s entire land 
mass.  

Lochaber MP Sir Russell 
Johnston has revealed that 
a letter posted at Lochaline 
destined for Strontian, 18 miles 

from Mull to Oban, from Oban 
to Paisley, from Paisley to Perth, 
from Perth to Fort William, 
from Fort William to Acharacle 

Strontian.  

August 1990
Island airport facelift
A half million pound facelift 
is underway at Benbecula’s 
Balivanich Airport.  

The revamp work is scheduled 
for completion early next year 
and has been prompted for an 

August 1990
Council buys a lighthouse
Highland Regional Council has 
clinched a deal which secures 
public access to Britain’s most 
westerly point.  

Property millionaire Peter 
do Savary has agreed to sell 
the Ardnamurchan lighthouse 
building and adjoining land 
to the Council, after weeks of 
negotiation.

November 1990
Fire burns down bus garage
Thousands of pounds worth 
of damage was caused when 

Bluebird’s bus garage in Oban 
at the weekend.  

The inferno gutted the garage 

the roof.  One bus was 
destroyed and a further seven 
were badly damaged.

November 1990
Whales died on west coast

the west coast of Scotland … 12 
dead sperm whales have been 
washed up on shore this year, 
far more than normal, according 
to experts who are calling for 
Government funding to help 
solve the mystery.  

December 1990
Skye garage wins award.  
The entire staff of Sutherland’s 
Garage, Broadford, is to be 

Volkswagen-Audi to receive an 

The garage is one of the small-
est VW dealers in the UK but 
was one of three outlets chosen 
from almost 400 nationwide.  
As a result of their success, all 

to Germany for the presentation 
ceremony.

December 1990
Ferries hit record high.  
Caledonian MacBrayne 
announced that they had carried 
a record six million passengers 
on their ferries this year.  

December 1990
Village for sale
The majority of the forest 
village of Eredine, on the shores 

whole or in three lots.  
Described as a ‘Unique op-

portunity to purchase the major 
portion of a West Highland 
village in a picturesque 
location’ by estate agents, the 
sale is being handled on behalf 
of the Forestry Commission.

May 1988 - Seven of the 11 school children from Arinagour Primary School, Coll along with their 
teacher Mrs Louise Oliphant, visited the control room of Strathclyde Police during a four-day visit to 

Glasgow. The children were also interviewed for Scottish Television’s main news programme.

July 1990 - Heavyweight athlete Francis Brebner  from 
Peterborough was ‘getting in the zone’ at Skye Highland Games 

held at Portree

December 1992 - Three-year old Sarah MacDonald of Oban 
watches over a Minkie whale which was landed at Oban’s South 
Pier after being caught up in creel ropes. It is believed to be the 

largest single ‘catch’ ever to have been landed at Oban

June 1989

Fire caused £100,000 damage 
to Glengarry Castle Hotel on 

have been worse had it not been 
for the quick action of staff.

June 1989
Pilot dies as aircraft hits West 
Ardnamurchan hillside.  
A pilot was killed when his 
plane crashed into a hillside 
on the West Ardnamurchan 
Peninsula.  

It had been carrying a cargo 
of lobsters from Benbecula to 
Glasgow when the accident 
happened on Friday.

June 1989
Fishermen’s Mission closes
The Fishermen’s Mission in 
Oban is to close completely 
in three weeks time and there 

September 1989 
Trout rout. 
Rainbow trout to the value of 
£70,000 have been stolen from a 

Kyles of Bute.  

property of Rothesay Seafoods.

September 1989
Princess opens holiday 
complex at Lochgoilhead
Princess Anne gave Highland 
tourism a royal shot-in-the-arm 
when she launched a new 
holiday village at Drimsynie 
Estate, Lochgoilhead.  

November 1989
Trawler lost.  
The 58’ Banffshire trawler 
Prospective sank off Barra last 
Thursday in a Force 8 gale.  

Skipper James West (28) and 
his crew of four abandoned ship. 



8 Thursday 1 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

1991
January 1991

Bishop ordained
The Right Reverend Roderick 

Wright was ordained as Bishop 
of Argyll and the Isles at a 

90-minute service, conducted 
in both English and Gaelic, in St 

Columba’s Cathedral, Oban.
The Ordination was arranged 

for a Tuesday to allow as 
many people from the Isles as 
possible to attend the service, 

with Cal-Mac providing a 
specially reduced fare to mark 

the occasion.  

January 1991
Wind turbine for Isles school
A school in the Western Isles 
is using an innovative design 
of a tried and tested method to 
provide part of its energy needs.  

The showpiece com-
munity school at Lionacleit 
on Benbecula has had a 60 
kilowatt wind turbine built to 
generate an alternative source of 
electricity.  

January 1991
New hall for Crianlarich 
The Government is to provide 
£70,000 towards the cost of 
building the new village hall at 
Crianlarich.  The total cost of 
the hall is £190,000.

January 1991
Mull dance band leader dies
Bobby MacLeod, the Scottish 
country dance band leader and 
a former provost of Tobermory, 
died at his home on the Island 
of Mull at the weekend after a 
short illness.  He was 65.

February 1991
US Navy pulls out
Dunoon and the Cowal 
Peninsula have been dealt a 
hammer blow by this week’s 
announcement that the United 
States Navy is to pull out of the 
Holy Loch.  

Locals are still reeling from 
the news and are trying to come 
to terms with its far reaching 
and devastating implications of 
at least 800 lost jobs - with one 
estimate at 60 per cent of the 
peninsula’s working population 
affected.  

The loss of the US Navycould 
mean a direct loss of £11m in 
the Dunoon economy alone.  

February 1991
Campbeltown Royal visit

Campbeltown in 33 years will 
take place in March 1 when 

extension of Jaeger’s tailoring 
factory in the town.

February 1991
New Co-op store for Oban
The Co-operative Wholesale 
Society have been granted 
permission in principle to build 
a new supermarket in Oban.

March 1991
Huge ships at Glensanda
The two largest ships ever 
to sail up Loch Linnhe were 
loaded at Foster Yeoman’s 
Glensanda Quarry.  

The 77,000 tonne-carrying 
Yeoman Burn and Yeoman 
Brook, along with their slightly 
smaller sister vessel Yeoman 
Bank, were loaded with a total 
of 176,000 tonnes of aggregate 
from the quarry in less than 
four days.  

April 1991
Fort William distillery sale
The United Distillers group are 
to put their Glenlochy Distillery 
in Fort William up for sale.  

A listed building, Glenlochy 
has closed several times in its 
90-year history.

April 1991
Arnish yard expands

company is to create 80 badly 
needed new jobs.  

Lewis Offshore’s oil 
fabrication yard at Arnish near 
Stornoway is to have nearly 
£1 million invested in it by the 
company and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.  

The 80 extra workers should 
be on the payroll by the 
summer, bringing the total 
workforce up to 250.  The yard 
keeps another 100 subcontrac-
tors busy.

May 1991

Firemen called in two heli-
copters to water bomb a forest 

afternoon.  
Seven appliances, including 

one from Inverness and two 
manned by volunteers, took 
four hours to control the blaze.  

forestry commission trees and 
50 hectares of common grazing 
above Monument Park,

December 1991
Glenspean Lodge fire.

Roybridge hotelier Mr Neal 
Smith surveys the damage to 
his hotel and has pledged to 

rebuild his Victorian shooting 
lodge which was ravaged by 

fire.  Fire swept through the up-
per storey of the 16-bedroom 
hotel destroying the roof and 
second floor.  The remainder 
of the lodge, which had been 

closed for redecoration, 
suffered extensive smoke and 

water damage. 

October 1992 - Jimmy Wilson, 71, a member of the Glasgow Hebridean Gaelic Choir demonstrates 
that ‘top of the world’ feeling after the choir won the premier choral trophy, the Lovat and 

Tullibardine Shield, at the Royal National Mòd in Oban

May 1991
4000-year old skelaton found
The crouched skeleton of a 
4000-year-old human being 
was discovered last weekend 
in a small stone grave at a new 
hospital site in Campbeltown.  

Thought to be of the early 
Bronze Age, the skeleton was 
accompanied in the grave at 
Limecraigs by a food vessel, 
which could contain traces of 
food or drink.  The dry soil 
had preserved the bones in 
remarkably good condition.

June 1991

Barcaldine sawmill – a fortnight 

premises.  
Fire brigades raced from 

Oban and Inveraray at 3.30 a.m. 
to control the blaze at Beaver 
Timber Company.  Over £5000 
of wood and 75 per cent of the 
equipment was devastated.
Joint manager John Ormiston 
said booming business meant 

building a quarter of a mile 
down the road.

August 1992
Princes Royal visits Skye

Crowds lined the streets of Skye and Lochalsh this week to give 
the Princess Royal a sample of their famous Highland hospitality.

Princess Anne flew into Kyle by helicopter to open a new, 
£300,000 swimming pool at the Douglas Park Playing Fields and 
despite pouring rain and midgies, the crowds huddled beneath 

their brollies to cheer Her Royal Highness as she unveiled a 
plaque at the pool.  

May 1992
Prince is Capercaillie fan

Prince Charles has declared himself a fan of the highland band 
Capercaillie – which could help it to break new ground.

The six piece group, whose founder members come from 
Taynuilt, put together backing music for the television documen-

tary A Prince Among Islands, in which Prince Charles lived as a 
crofter for five days on Berneray in the Western Isles.  Since then 

the Prince has been hooked on Capercaillie’s distinctive Celtic 
music and wants to buy their albums.

June 1991
Royal visit for Tiree

history when she visited the 
West Highlands.  

Family set foot on the idyllic 
island of Tiree.  The Princess 

to come to Oban in 35 years.  
She opened a £500,000 visitors’ 
centre at the 200-year-old Oban 
Distillery.

June 1991
Rhum to lose ‘h’

island will revert to the Gaelic 

will please Gaelic experts, 
who have long argues that the 

the beginning of a word.

July 1991
Inveraray steeple rebuild
Inveraray’s famous church 
steeple, demolished in 1941, is 
to be rebuilt at an estimated cost 
of £350,000.  

To raise such a huge sum, the 
church board has enlisted the 

fund-raisers, who will launch 
a fund-raising campaign in the 
autumn.
July 1991
Salmon tourist centre opens

centre opened its doors to the 
public last week.  

kind in Europe, the £500,000 
venture on Loch Feochan’s 
shores in Kilninver illustrates 
what goes on behind and on the 

August 1991
Letters 3-years late
A letter posted in Lochgilphead 
more than three years ago 
arrived at its destination in 
Oban this month.  

The letter was addressed to a 
business – which has asked to 
remain nameless – on Decem-
ber 13, 1987 and contained a 
request for a quotation.

August 1991
Islay explosion
Forty-nine windows were 
shattered and a six-year-old girl 
narrowly escaped injury in an 
early morning explosion that 
rocked the village of Port Ellen.  

It is thought a spark from a 
freezer, stored in an outbuild-
ing, ignited a leak from a 
propane gas cylinder.  

September 1991
Fort visitor centre
The £370,000 Ben Nevis 
Distillery Visitor Centre in Fort 

The centre has already 
attracted over 1500 visitors 
since its completion in July.

September 1991
Skerryvore goes electric
A lighthouse which has guided 
shipping along Scotland’s 
treacherous west coast for over 
140 years, this week became the 
latest victim of the high-tech 
1990s.  

The towering Skerryvore 
Lighthouse perched on a tiny 
cluster of rocks 12 miles south-
west of Tiree said goodbye to 
its last keeper on Sunday and 
a computer in Edinburgh took 

beacon which steers shipping 
away from the dangerous reef.

September 1991
Seven Men of Knoydart
More than 80 people gathered to 
Inverie on Saturday to witness 
the unveiling of a Cairn in 
honour of the Seven Men of 
Knoydart.  

Among those who gathered 
outside the village hall was Mr 
Archie MacDougall, one of the 
two surviving raiders who made 
an unsuccessful claim on their 
ancestral lands in 1948.

October 1991
Western Isles Council lose 
cash in bank collapse
Warning bells are ringing that 
the Western Isles Council cash 
crisis will create modern day 
clearances as young people 
leave the islands in search of 

employment.  
The council lost £23 million 

with the collapse of the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce 
International.

October 1991
Oban twins with Gorey
The town of Gorey on the 
South East coast of Eire is keen 
to restart moves to twin with 
Oban.  

An attempt to link the two 
towns was initially made in 
May 1990 when three members 
of Gorey Town Council toured 
Fort William, Dunoon and 

October 1991
20 jobs for Skye
More than 20 new jobs may be 
created on Skye if plans for a 
new heritage centre are given 
the go-ahead.  

Aros (Isle of Skye) Ltd., has 
applied for planning consent 
to build the centre at Glen 
Varrigall, near Portree.  

A total of 22 full and part-time 
jobs could be created if the plan 
gets off the ground.

October 1991

A £1.8 million ferry for the 
Iona-Fionnphort crossing 
was launched this week at St 
Monan’s Yard, Fife.  

The new Caledonian-Mac-
Brayne ferry, Loch Buie will 
carry 250 passengers and ten 
cars or one commercial vehicle.  

November 1991
Violin found at Campbeltown
A Stradivarius violin, poten-
tially worth £1 million, has been 
discovered in an old church 
cupboard.  

The violin, with a label inside 
it dating from the eighteenth 
century, was found in the 
Lorne and Lowland Church in 
Campbeltown.

November 1991
Skye mourners booked
A row has broken out on Skye 
after mourners, leaving a 
funeral service, found that they 
had been booked for parking 
outside a church.  

Eleven cars received £16 
tickets after parking on double 
yellow lines outside the Church 
of Scotland, near Portree’s main 
square.  The mourners had 
parked there, during torrential 
rain, for just 30 minutes.

December 1991

A discarded cigarette is thought 

at the Campbeltown Shipyard 
last week.  

A security guard from the 
NATO depot on the opposite 
side of the loch raised the alarm 
in the early hours of Thursday 
morning.  

Campbeltown raced to the scene 

control.

December 1991
UA to sell to supermarket

United Auctions Ltd this week 
announced that they intend 
selling the existing Oban market 
to William Low plc.  

1992
January 1992
Super quarry for Islay?
Geologists are currently 
carrying out exploration drilling 

site for a new superquarry.

February 1992
Value of whisky
The export value of whisky 
produced in the Highlands and 
Islands during 1990 – 1991 
was around £700 million, a 
new survey reveals. A total of 
12 whisky production units in 
Argyll exported whisky worth 
£70 million, while one unit on 
Skye exported whisky worth 
£5 million and one unit in 
Lochaber exported £2 million 
worth.

February 1992
Salmon stolen in Mid Argyll
100,000 young salmon valued 
at £90,000 were stolen from a 

co-ordinated operation’.  

March 1992
Stranded ship for sale

of Gigha for the last three 
months is up for sale.

A spokesman for the owners 
indicated that any offer would 
be considered and potential 
buyers would have to take on 
board the existing cargo of 400 

April 1992
Kintyre shipyard launches 
new trawler for Orkney
Top skippers from all over 

Thursday for the launch of the 
Guardian Angell – Campbel-
town Shipyard’s latest trawler.

The 87ft long ship which cost 
over £1 million has been bought 
by brothers Tom and Balfour 
Bain of Kirkwall in Orkney and 

May 1992
Glenduror quarry opposition

are organising an opposition 
group in a bid to put paid to 
plans for a superquarry on their 
doorstep.

Mr Ian Wilson, of Kentallen 
Aggregates Ltd hopes to 
develop a £60 million super-
quarry in Glenduror, between 
Kentallen and Ballachulish.

June 1992

time in Glasgow
Fort William wrote a new 
chapter in the history of shinty 
when they won Scotland’s 
premier trophy, the Glenmor-
angie Camanachd Cup, for the 

history. Fort’s top scorer, Deek 
Cameron, scored the single 
winning goal after 11 seconds. 

August 1992
New mart for Oban
The farming and business 
communities have joined forces 
to save Oban’s livestock market 
following United Auctions’ 
controversial decision to pull 
out of the town.

Following his company’s 
decision not to build a new 
auction mart in Oban, Mr John 
Cameron CBE resigned as 
Chairman of United Auctions 
(Scotland) Limited and United 
Auctions.

September 1992
Bank raid near Lochgoilhead
Two Inveraray women were 
held at gunpoint, handcuffed 
and bundled into the back of 
a van during a mobile bank 
hi-jack near Lochgoilhead.

employees were returning from 
a weekly mobile banking run in 
the village hall, Lochgoilhead at 
3.30pm last Thursday.  A four 

October 1992

Patient records were destroyed 
in a blaze which gutted the 
doctor’s surgery and dispensary 
on Colonsay.

The island’s nine volunteer 

evening’s blaze faced the 
additional danger of exploding 
oxygen tanks.  

Dr Andrew Hall-Gardiner, 
Colonsay’s only doctor, now 
faces the painstaking task of re-
writing the medical records of 
his 100 patients from memory.

October 1992
Filming in Lochaber
More than 100 Lochaber people 

Williams, at the weekend.

Human’ were on location in 
Glen Nevis, near Fort William.  

A special medieval settlement 
has been built in the Glen for 

silver screen this time next year.

December 1992
Fire hits Lochaber smelter
British Alcan’s Lochaber 
Smelter was close to being crip-

through essential electrical 
machinery.

electrical generators in the Fort 
William smelter’s power house.

December 1992
Hunt for big black cat
The hunt is on for a black 
panther-like creature rumoured 
to be prowling throughout 
Kintyre. A number of 
people claim to have seen the 
mysterious animal and reported 
sightings have gained momen-
tum in the last fortnight – this 
time near Southend, following 
earlier claims in Glenbarr and 
Largieside.

1993

April 1993
Prince backs crofting
Prince Charles wants Highland 

the European Objective One 
cash fund.  

Speaking at the Scottish 
Crofting Union annual general 
meeting in Stornoway, Prince 
Charles said that crofters should 
be given substantial funds to 

-
tions.

May 1993

Primary School, Oban, which 
caused thousands of pounds 
worth of damage, was started 
deliberately.  

The blaze broke out around 
8.15pm on Sunday and 
extensively damaged the 
timber and slate roof of the old 
bicycle shed and an adjoining 
storeroom.  

Inspector Alistair Dewar, 
of Strathclyde Police, Oban, 

having been started deliberately.

May 1993

A war hero who escaped the 
clutches of the German army, 
by speaking Gaelic, has died in 
Fort William, aged 81.  

from North Ballachulish, died 

He became famous after he was 
taken prisoner by the Germans 
during the Second World War, 
but escaped with two other 
Lochaber men while on a march 
through France.

June 1993
Where there’s Muck there’s 

Over £600,000 us being spent 
to bring a number of improve-
ments to the Isle of Muck.  

The island now boasts a new 
schoolhouse, an innovative 
wind-power scheme and a larger 
pier for the island to allow large 
vessels from Mallaig, to berth at 
the island.  

September 1993

A rescue mission has been 
mounted to save Kiells Cross 
on Islay.  

The carved stone cross shaft 
has been daubed with paint and 
is now heavily overgrown with 
lichen.  It was also leaning at 
an angle of about 20 degrees.  
A team from Historic Scotland 
was on Islay to remove the shaft 
from its socket and transport it 
to their conservation centre in 
Edinburgh.

November 1993
40-foot whale dies after being 

A 40-foot whale died within 

on the shore near Polnish Farm, 
Lochailort.  It is the third time 
this year that a sperm whale 
has been found on a beach in 
northern Britain.  Others have 
been in Shetland and Orkney.  

December 1993

The Kintyre peninsula faces 
a bleak New Year with news 
of devastating job losses at 

Machrihanish.  
From April 1 next year, 

civilian jobs will go – leaving 
local businesses to count the 
cost of an estimated £1.5 million 
drop in yearly income.  

  Argyll and Bute District 
Council’s George McMillan, 

possible Christmas present’ for 
Kintyre.
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1994

January 1994
Air ambulance stranded on 
beach ar Inveraray  
An air ambulance helicopter at-
tending a serious accident near 
Inveraray on Hogmanay, broke 
down and was left stranded on 
a beach.  

Two people, badly injured in 
the crash, seven miles north 
of the village, had to be taken 
to hospital by road after the 
air ambulance developed a 
mechanical fault.

February 1994
Salmon galore
It was a case of salmon galore at 
Minard last week.  

The storms towards the end 
of the week ripped more than a 
dozen salmon cages from their 
moorings at Quarry Point near 

were used in an effort to keep 
the cages from drifting ashore, 
but this failed and on Friday 
morning villagers awoke to 

dead salmon.  Said one resident. 
‘People were wandering about 
all over the place with carrier 

March 1994
Two drown in white water raft 
horror in River Orchy. 
A policeman and a 15-year-old 
girl died in a freak accident 
while white water rafting in the 
River Orchy on Tuesday.  

The 37-year-old man and the 
girl, the daughter of another 
policeman, were in a party 
of nine – which apparently 

from the Bellshill area and two 
outdoor activity instructors.

June 1994
Kintyre Chinook crash
As investigators began the 
Herculean task of sifting 
through the debris which is 
all that remains of the ill-fated 
Chinook, the communities in 
Kintyre and Northern Ireland 
face the heartache of trying to 
come to terms with the accident 
which claimed 29 lives.  

On board were 25 of the 
top anti-terrorist experts in 
Northern Ireland on their way to 
a conference at Fort George and 
four crew members.  

included the head of the Royal 

Branch, the head of Army 

in Northern Ireland.

September 1994
Scalpay says yes to bridge
The islanders of Scalpay in 
the Western Isles have backed 
proposals for a bridge linking 
the island of Harris.  

At a packed meeting in the 
community centre, members of 
the public backed the plans for a 
six-link bridge, with associated 
road works, which it is hoped 
will be started in spring 1995.

November 1994
Siege in Strontian.  
A man appeared in court on 
Monday after rampaging 
through the Lochaber village of 
Strontian at the weekend with a 
knife and an axe and barricad-
ing himself in a house.

November 1994
US Navy to quit local base. 
The United States Navy has 

to move out of Machrihanish, 
Kintyre.  

A spokesman for the US 
European Command in 
Germany said the Ministry of 

it was hoped to withdraw 80 
naval commandos from RAF 
Machrihanish by next spring.  
Naval Special Warfare Unit 
No. 2 has been stationed by 
Machrihanish, near Campbel-
town, since 1980.

December 1994
Oban armed robbery shock.  
Oban was reeling this week 
after what is believed to be the 

Staff at the Yorkshire Building 
Society, in George Street, were 
held at knifepoint on Thursday 
afternoon by a man who 
escaped with an undisclosed 

December 1994
Ardgour school opening

opened on Friday, some 20 
years after the site was bought 
for the venture.

July 1994
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales made a dramatic entrance to Islay, Queen of the Hebrides.  

His aircraft of the Queen’s Flight, with Prince Charles at the controls overshot the runway, after 
heavy braking on landing and tyres bursting.  Prince Charles showed no sign of being shaken 
or shocked by the accident, which he played down, as if he didn’t want to spoil the day for the 

islanders. Below -  the Prince of Wales receives a warm welcome at Islay High School 

August 1994
Oban livestock centre gets off to a flying start.  

Crofters and farmers from across Scotland flocked to be in attendance as a little bit of Highland 
history was created in Oban.  After two years of determined fundraising, Oban Livestock Centre 

became a reality by hosting its first sale in front of a packed ringside audience.  The £750,000 plus, 
complex, situated two miles south of Oban town centre, attracted a first sale entry much higher 

than the managing director, Mr Tom Wallace of Argyll Auction Company Ltd, the operators of the 
new market, had anticipated.  ‘A great day,’ claimed Mr Wallace. ‘A day that only happens to a 

privileged few once in a lifetime and one that I feel very proud to be part of.’

1995

July 1995
History as Skye Bridge links.  
A piece of Scottish history was 
made on Friday when Skye 
was permanently linked to the 

or take the odd Ice Age to two.  
Whether or not it is the 

a concrete monster squatting 
over the Kyle Akin, devouring 
the highest tolls in the land, 
remains to be seen.  

-
man of the developers Sir Alan 
Noble likes it to be known, has 

and it will probably take 20 
years to repay the cost in tolls to 
its private developers.

December 1995
Man dies in Oban town centre 

One man died and two others 
were ill in hospital on Tuesday 

in Oban town centre.

December 1995
Mull Bakery just the business. 
A bakery on Mull has won a 
prestigious business award after 
just a year in trade.  

Dawn Simpson, have been 

Trust awards for Argyll in 1995.

December 1995
Skye vet to take a back seat.  
Farmers and pet owners will 
be seeing less of Donald John 
MacLennan, the Broadford 
based vet who retired this 
month after years of sterling 
service to the community.

June 1994
Kyles Athletic’s captain David Taylor proudly holds aloft the 

Glenmorangie Camanachd Cup after his side won shinty’s Blue 
Riband trophy at the Bught Park, Inverness when they overcame 

hot favourites Fort William by three goals to one.

December 1995
Cheers! A new brewery for  the Isle of Skye.  

The Isle of Skye now has its own brewery, with the tapping of 
the first barrels by Leann an Eilein partners Angus MacRuary 

and Steve Tinney.   The two teachers from Portree High School 
unveiled Red Cuillin, their first beer at a ceilidh at Sligachan Hotel 

and it met with a very enthusiastic response.   The £90,000 Isle 
of Skye Brewery venture has been backed by Skye and Lochalsh 

Enterprise and as the SALE chairman Dr Jim Hunter said at the 
launch: ‘A lot of people say that we couldn’t organise a very basic 

social function in a brewery.  Well, they can’t say that about us 
any longer.’

August 1995
Big West Highlands welcome 
for Queen.  
Oban and the West Highlands 
turned out in force to welcome 
Her Majesty the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh on Tuesday, 
when the Monarch came to 

The crowds began to gather as 
the Royal Yacht Britannia sailed 
into Oban Bay, with numbers 
boosted by tourists.  

yacht is making one of its last 
Royal Family summer cruises 
of the Western Isles before 
being sold off.

September 1995
Corrour Estate sold
A mystery American business-

million to buy Corrour Estate at 
Rannoch Moor.  

The man, whose name has not 
been disclosed, is expected to 
tae over the 48,210-acre estate 
in November.  Corrour Estate 
attracted worldwide interest 
with agents, Strutt and Parker, 
who sent out 300 brochures.  

Access is by rail on the West 
Highland Line or a long rough 
track.  Included in the selling 
price are a seven-bedroomed 
lodge, four holiday homes, two 

former chapel.

September 1995
Lifeboat crew honoured
The crew of Campbeltown 
Lifeboat are to be honoured for 
their rescue of a man trapped 
in an air bubble after his boat 
started sinking off the south 
east coast of Kintyre in March.  

The Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution has announced that 
Lifeboat Coxswain Jim McPhee 

Vellum for outstanding work.  
Last year only six incidents 

out of a total of 6,156 RNLI 
launches attracted Vellum 
awards.

1996

January 1996

Fort William Community 

a hydrotherapy pool for the 
district at an open meeting this 
month.  

Figures show that there are 
over 850 people in the Lochaber 
area with a disability who could 

February 1996
Cash blow for sports hall 
plan.  
Atlantis Leisure is reeling from 
the disappointment this week 
of being turned down for a 
Highlands and Islands Objective 
One grant for a new sports hall 
in Oban.

April 1996
Power station for Morvern.  

project, which has given a 
west Highland estate its own 
hydro-electric scheme, was 

It is hoped that the scheme 
will help to safeguard the 
jobs of 15 estate workers at 
Ardtornish Estate, Morvern, 

plentiful assets – rain – into a 
regular source of income.

July 1996
  

Mystery still surrounds 60 kilos 
of cocaine found washed up 
on the shore of South Uist last 
week.  

Crofter Duncan MacPhee 
of West Geirnish discovered 
the drugs, with a street value 

working on the beach with his 
tractor.  The drugs were in 
packages bound by Hessian 
sacking containing several 
layers of plastic wrapping and 
are believed to have been in the 
water for some time.   

August 1996
Warning to Barra crofters.  
Crofters on Barra and Vatersay 
have been warned against 
selling land for a proposed hard 
airstrip on either island.  

Islanders last week voted in 
favour of replacing the beach 
strip at Traigh Mhor but rejected 
having a new one built adjacent 
to the present runway.

October 1996
Go-ahead for Irish ferry link. 
The dream of a ferry service 
from Kintyre to Northern 
Ireland became a reality when 
Sea Containers Ferries Scotland 
(SeaCat) announced it is to take 
on the new Campbeltown to 
Ballycastle route.

November 1996
Death of Sorley Maclean
The Gaelic-speaking world has 
lost a remarkable man with the 
death on Sunday of the poet 
Sorley Maclean, aged 85.  

His death followed a short 
illness and he leaves his wife 
Renee and daughters Ishbel 
and Mary; a third daughter 
Catriona, having died three 
years ago.

December 1996
Bid for Eigg is rejected  
Eigg islanders vowed this week 

bid being rejected.  
Controversial German owner, 

Marlin Eckhard Maruma, has 
agreed to put the isle back 
on the market after failing to 

million.  Now, the Isle of Eigg 
Trust, although disappointed, is 

to make a realistic bid.  
Undaunted by the sale of the 

island going into extra time, 
Trust Secretary, Maggie Fyffe, 
said: ‘This is by no way the 
end of the road for us.  We feel 
we are still in with a very good 
chance of buying the island and 
over the next few weeks we 
will be pulling out the stops to 
raise more money and identify 
sources of funding.

There was dancing in the streets of Oban on Saturday night and the party is still going on days after 
Oban Camanachd Club won the coveted Camanachd Association Challenge Cup for the first time 
in 58 years.  For the team, the elation of winning their chosen sport’s top accolade was perhaps to 
be expected – but what stunned the players and officials of the new Scottish champions was the 

reaction on the streets of their home town.  Unknown to the team and many of their army of loyal 
supporters, arrangements had been ‘pencilled in’ for a victorious homecoming.  Oban Pipe Band 

and Strathclyde Police’s Oban office reacted to the direct call from the touchline immediately after 
the final whistle and while the team coach headed south from Inverness hundreds of fans gathered, 

patiently waiting with an emotional and tumultuous welcome for their heroes.

Right 
July 1994

Heavyweight athlete Hamish 
Davidson generates enough 
momentum to lift himself off 

the ground as he winds up 
to throw the 56lb weight for 

distance

July 1994
The crew of the Vital Spark take a break during filming on the 
Crinan Canal, left to right, Sean Scanlan as Dougie, the mate, 

Gregor Fisher as Para Handy, Andrew Fairlie as the ship’s boy and 
Rikki Fulton as the crusty engineer Dan MacPhail

August 1994
Happy Birthday Oban Co-op

Brian MacLeod, assistant store manager, left, and John MacDon-
ald from Nevis Bakery with the Co-op birthday cake are joined 
by Peggy Bryan and Sadie Fraser from Lynn Court and Chrissie 
Upton and Mamie Colthart from Dunmar Court. The cake was 

divided between the residents of the two housing units

August 1994 - HRH Prince Charles enjoys his guided tour of 
Laphroaig Distillery during his visit to Islay

1997
February 1997
Caley takes over at Oban  
Caledonian Marts, of Stirling, 
is taking over the auctioneering 
service at Oban Livestock 
Centre as of mid-April.  

It is hoped the announcement 
will put an end to acrimonious 

following the termination of 

March 1997
Go-ahead for the Creagan 
road bridge.  

Creagan Road Bridge, the long 
campaigned for road link over 
Loch Creran, will begin this 
year.  

project will be sent out later 
this month and contractors are 
expected to start work in late 
1997 with a construction period 
of 12 months.

March 1997

last week when the ‘Helmut 

arrived at Port Askaig.  

navigation and communications 
equipment and has a range 
of 250 miles, will replace the 

been in service for 18 years.  

April 1997
Miraculous escape as 
landslide derails train.  

Oban to Glasgow was derailed 
by a landslide onto the track at 
Loch Awe.  

The train came to a halt after 
ploughing up 100 yards of 
track and demolishing a bridge 
parapet.  Inside the train were 
some very badly shaken, but 
very lucky people.

May 1997
Antiques Roadshow unearths 
Lochaber treasures. 
Lochaber hoteliers, Alistair and 
Mairi MacLeod, are hanging 
onto a painting, which Antiques 
Roadshow experts have valued 

on Thursday to discover the 
angling picture, which has pride 
of place in the Morar Hotel, was 
so valuable.  

June 1997
Following footsteps of 
Columba
President Mary Robinson 
of Ireland made what she 
described as her own pilgrim-
age when she attended last 

1400th anniversary of the death 
of St Columba, becoming the 

visit Iona.

July 1998
Momentous day for Scalpay 
It was a momentous occasion 
on Monday when Donald 
Macdonald, councillor for 
Scalpay walked across the new 

island to the Harris mainland.  

August 1997

the green light.  

in Fort William received the 
backing of councillors who 
overturned a recommendation 
to defer the decision.  

station is expected to create jobs 
with moves afoot to upgrade 
the service in Fort William 

full-time.  

August 1997
  

Flooding around historic 
-

ing it to tilt.  Worried National 

so concerned about the problem 
that a structural survey has 
been ordered.  Built in 1815, the 
monument is in tribute to the 
clansmen who fought and died 
in the cause of Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart.  
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September 1997
Highlands vote Yes Yes.  
Voters in the Highlands opted 
overwhelmingly for a Scottish 
parliament with tax raising 
powers at last week’s historic 
referendum.  

The area produced a turnout 
of over 60 per cent with 72 per 
cent agreeing with a Scottish 
parliament and 62 per cent 
agreeing it should have tax 
raising powers.

October 1997

ever turbot farm.  

run turbot farms are to be set 
up in Tayinloan and in Gigha 
in a £2.1m project, providing a 
breakthrough for the aquacul-
ture industry.  

West coast Aquaculture, part 

Aquascot Group is to establish 
units with £200,000 backing 
from Argyll and the Islands 
Enterprise.  

The project will see produc-
tion rise to around 450 tonnes a 
year by the turn of the century.  
Around 25 direct and indirect 
jobs will be created.

November 1997

Coastguards.  
A backlash against the 
government’s 1999 closure 
of Oban’s Coastguard station 
swept the West Coast this week.  

Argyll and Bute council 
is to launch a cross-party, 
Scotland-wide campaign and 
will ask transport minister 
Glenda Jackson MP to visit the 
area after she was accused of 

the subject, obviously without 
any knowledge of the West 
Highlands’ by Oban Councillor 
David Webster.

December 1997
£8 million Beinn Ghlas 
windfarm gets the green light.  
An £8 million windfarm near 
Taynuilt has won planning 
approval, despite opposition 
from local hoteliers who fear the 
development will be detrimental 
to tourism.  

September 1997
Flowers and prayers mark the passing of a Princess.  The people of the West Highlands and the Islands have been paying their respects to Diana, Princess of Wales who 
died so tragically on Sunday morning.  Across the region flags have been flying at half-mast, as Highlanders, like people throughout the United Kingdom, have tried to 

come to terms with the terrible news, which has robbed us of such a well-loved figure.

1998
January 1998
Oban’s new TIC on course for 
March
Oban should have its new 
tourist information centre 
on-line by the end of March, 

by April.

phase of the refurbishment of 
the church in Argyll Square 
was given out at the end of 
December by Argyll, the Isles, 

Trossachs Tourist Board to 

bought over the former church 
and then pub as new premises 
for Oban’s tourist information 
centre, after considering a 
number of options.

February 1998
Coll over-run by rabbits
Time is running out for the 
thousands of bunnies which are 
burrowing their way through 
the Isle of Coll.

The island has become so 
overrun with the bob-tailed 
rodents that professionals have 
been called in to deal with the 
matter.

‘It is a terrible problem, we 
are literally being over-taken by 
rabbits,’ said Angus Kennedy 
chairman of Coll Community 
Council.

March 1998
Camerons call it a day
after 80 years

-
aber Stores closed its doors 
for the last time on Saturday 
after providing a much-valued 
service to the community of 
Onich for almost 80 years.

The Cameron family have run 
the store since 1919.

March 1998
Quick, quick Susie
A young lady is climbing the 
ladder of success in her chosen 
sport of Club Karting. Susie 
Stoddart, a fourth year pupil at 
Oban High School, is a member 
of the British Women Racing 
Drivers’ Club and has been 

trains three times a week by 
swimming and using the gym.

April 1998
Return of a Clansman
A famous name will soon return 
to Oban and the isles.  

On Friday HRH The Princess 
Royal named the new £15.5 
million Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry, Clansman.

the name and continue historical 
island links.

The new ship has been built 

of Devon for the Oban to Barra 
and South Uist and Oban to Coll 
and Tiree routes. The 99 metre 
long twin screw passenger ferry 
will be able to take up to 100 
cars and carry 634 passengers, 
with its crew of 32.

May 1998
Salmon farms hit by disease

the West Highland coast are at 
the centre of an outbreak of an 
infectious disease which could 
see hundreds of thousands of 

Marine Harvest McConnell 
are having to destroy salmon at 

this week that the salmon have 
Infectious Salmon Anaemia, 
which does not effect humans.

May 1998
Landcatch looks to Chile

the creation of a joint venture in 

This new company has been 
set up to capitalise on the 
growth of the Chilean national 
market and will produce high 
quality salmon eggs in Chile.

June 1998
Oban air link
A new Oban-France air link 
has helped to cement the Auld 
Alliance – and though it will not 
provide a last minute alternative 
for local diehard World Cup 
fans, there are plans to establish 
a regular passenger service.  

touched down at Oban Airport 
with eight passengers on board, 

operating from Oban.  

July 1998
Reef plan in troubled waters

experimental lobster farm 

has met with strong opposition.
At a hostile meeting last 

and Dunstaffnage Marine 

no doubt they would not agree 
to the project, to deposit 50,000 
tonnes of concrete blocks 

of Eilean Dubh going ahead 

August 1998
Isle of Mull whale and 
dolphin centre opens

-
ing of the Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust’s visitor centre in 
Tobermory.

Watched by 200 well-wishers, 
and speaking in both Gaelic 
and English, Donnie Munro, 
former lead singer with Runrig, 
formally opened the new 
centre rented to the Trust for the 
purpose by Caroline Tisadle-

Estate, herself a keen marine 
conservationist.

September 1998
PM opens £7m Scalpay Bridge
History was made on Scalpay 
on Friday when Tony Blair 

Minister to visit the Western 
Isles.

open the island’s £7million 
bridge which connects it to 
Harris and replaces the car ferry 

Harris school pupils were 
given a holiday for the occasion 
and joined islanders to line the 
bridge.

October 1998
Ship runs aground on Kerrera
A Norwegian vessel carrying 

aground off the North West 
coast of Kerrera in the early 
hours of Monday morning.

April 1998
Work begins on Creagan Bridge. The long awaited £3.37 million redevelopment of Creagan Bridge 
has begun.  Contractors Balfour Beatty Ltd, who won the design and build contract, started work 

on the familiar landmark at Loch Creran last week. It ends a three decade wait for locals and tourists 
who have been frustrated by the delay over the promised conversion from railway to road bridge.

It is the second vessel to hit 

many weeks and both illustrate 
why Oban Coastguard station 
should not be closed in the year 
2000.

The ‘Stina’, carrying 2,200 
tonnes of sand and 2,400 
litres of diesel, ran into rocks 
just before high tide at Ruhba 

morning, carrying six people on 
board including a Norwegian 
skipper and foreign crew.
October 1998
Sports Personality of the Year
Martin Heath, the world top-ten 
ranked squash player from 

Sports Personality of the Year 
Award.

Martin, who recently 
burst into the World Series 
circuit after defeating the 
world number one, fellow Scot 
Peter Nicol of Inverurie in the 
highly prestigious Al-Ahram 
International Open Champion-
ships in Egypt.

At Saturday night’s Atlantis 

in the Argyllshire Gathering 

Halls, Oban, Martin’s father 
Ted Heath accepted The Oban 
Times Atlantis Sports Personal-
ity award from Sports Editor 

November 1998
Crofters to sell islands
Crisis hit crofters on Barra 
are selling a group of islands 
steeped in romance and 
nostalgia.

of Barra lie Mingulay, Pabbay 
and Berneray and a number of 
smaller islets in the ownership 
of the Barrahead Isles Sheep-
stock Company.  They will go 
on the market in January.

The isles are uninhabited, 
except for thousands of sea 
birds and 800 sheep belonging 
to the crofters.

December 1998
‘Argyll hub airport’
Oban Airport could be the key 
to the future economic and 
social development of Argyll, 
according to a report.

The consultation document 
has been produced by Argyll 
and Bute Council on ‘the way 
forward’ for creating an ‘Argyll 
hub airport’.

December 1998
Resounding ‘yes’ for a new
Mart in Lochaber

and will go ahead early in the 
New Year with £220,000 of 
community support behind it.

The steering team behind the 
rural complex plan announced 
on Friday that with the 
community cash in place over 
£1.2million of public money 
was now secured.

Work on the site at Aonach 
Mor will begin early in the 
new year to build phase one of 
the development, which will 
comprise a covered holding 
area, car and lorry parking and 
agricultural retail units.

1999

February
Oil slick hits Islay
Dead and dying seabirds have 
been washing up on the coast 
of Islay smothered by a mystery 
oil slick, in the worst pollution 
incident in Argyll for years.  

Now environmentalists are 
bracing themselves in case the 
slick is driven ashore by winds.  

So far 125 birds have come 
ashore along the western 

Bay, near Portnahaven and Port 
Wemyss.

March 1999
Wave power for Islay
The Rhinns of Islay is to be the 

power electricity generator.  
Wavegen, the company behind 

the project, has been awarded 

under the Scottish Renewables 
Order (SRO).  

SROs were set up to 
encourage a certain amount 
of electricity going into the 
National Grid to come from 
renewable sources.  The 

harness the power of waves 
as they crash against the land, 
has been developed following 
several years of collaboration 
with Queen’s University Belfast.

March 1999
First Argyll wind turbine.  

turbine in Argyll was completed 
on Monday.  

National Wind Power began 
building the Beinn Ghlas Wind 
Farm in August last year.  

will consist of 14 turbines each 
of 600 kW and the farm is 
expected to generate enough 
clean electricity to meet nearly 
one-quarter of the need for 

Oban, Connel, Taynuilt and the 
rural areas in between.

April 1999
Historic Scotland to care for 
Isle of Iona

Negotiations are under way 
for Historic Scotland to take 
over the care of Iona Abbey.  

This national recognition of 
the importance of the buildings, 
monuments and sites of the 
famous island would give a 
massive boost to the local 
economy.  

Iona Cathedral Trust would re-
main owners; Historic Scotland 
would take over the care of Iona 

and the Iona Community would 
remain in residence.

May 1999
Campbeltown regeneration 
project gains support
A dramatic £1 million plus 
project to breathe new life into 
Campbeltown has received the 
wholehearted support of the 
town.  

The Quarry Green Regenera-
tion Project, which was unveiled 
on Saturday and Tuesday during 
two open days in Campbeltown 

of Campbeltown Trading 
Association (CTA).

August 1999
NLB invests in Oban

million in Oban.  
The board, which looks after 

a network of 200 lighthouses 
around the Scottish coast plans 
to upgrade its Oban base, home 
of its principal ship, MV Pharos.  

The Oban depot dates from 
1904 and covers 117 lighthouses 
and almost 80 buoys, stretching 
as far south as the Isle of Man, 
with the buoys being brought 
back to Oban for refurbishment.

October 1999
Bell Ingram Scottish Series 
comes to Argyll
Argyll will play host to 
Scotland’s largest sailing event 
of the new millennium, The 

from May 25-30, 2000.  
This popular Scottish regatta 

based in Tarbert and held on the 

Fyne attracts more than 2000 
competitors annually.  

Boats from the south of 
England and Ireland will join 
those from Scotland, the north 
of England and Northern 
Ireland.

December 1999
New bishop
Catholics in Argyll and the Isles 
turned out in force this week to 
celebrate the ordination of their 
new bishop.  

The Right Reverend Ian 
Murray was ordained in Oban’s 
St Columba’s Cathedral.  

ended three years of waiting, 
following the sudden departure 
of Bishop Roddy Wright.

December 1999
Kilmory HQ upgrade
Up to a million pounds could 
be spent upgrading Argyll and 
Bute Council’s headquarters at 
Kilmory.

December 1999
Right - The dream of a small 
community on Mull became 

reality with the opening of the 
£310,000 Craignure Village 

Hall. The new hall was officially 
opened by the Honorable Mrs 

James of Torosay

July 1999
Above - Jessica Dalgleish of 

Taynuilt was invited to officially 
open the 14-turbine wind farm 
at Beinn Ghlas, which cost £7 
million. Jessica had written to 
owners National Wind Power 
saying the turbines she could 

see from her bedroom window 
looked like angels

November 1999
After a three year wait the new Catholic Bishop for Argyll and 

the Isles was announced as Ian Murray, a 66-year old priest from 
Falkirk. His ordination took place in December.

NORTH WEST MARINENORTH WEST MARINE
Offers all owners the best

mooring inspection/maintenance service
on the west coast.

Contact us to find out when we will be in your area.
Contact Tony Ratcliffe on

Telephone: 01688 302303 - Fax: 01688 302515
Mobile: 07836 366419



Thursday 1 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 11

March 2000
Council claim jobs will follow 
airport development
An investment of £3million and 
hundreds of new jobs for the 
area are on the cards if Oban 
Airport is developed.

The long awaited Oban 
Airport Study was published by 
Argyll and Bute Council this 
week. Oban Airport is presently 
unlicensed, it can be used by 

scheduled airline services until 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
grants a licence. 

April 2000
£1m for Dunstaffnage Marine
Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory has been awarded 
nearly £1m to build a new test 
centre as part of a joint research 
programme with Aberdeen 
University.

June 2000
24 hours on the West 
Highland Way for charity
Hundreds of walkers will set off 
from Glen Nevis next weekend 
on a 24 hour 54 mile hike along 
the West Highland Way to raise 
money for rural charities in 
Scotland.

Lochaber’s resident cigar 
smoking marathon man Sir 
Jimmy Savile was out helping 
to clear their route last Saturday 
with the assistance of a 
helicopter.

August 2000
Water shortage on Tiree
The worst water shortage 
in 20 years has led to West 
of Scotland Water (WoSW) 
transporting thousands of litres 
of water to Tiree.

On Friday WoSW ferried 
36,000 litres of water to the 
island, repeating the delivery on 
Saturday, to replenish supplies 
depleted by the recent dry 
weather and the high demand 
created by tourists.

On Monday the company also 
had to switch its pumps off at 
Loch Nell which is used to top 
up Loch na Gleann Bheathrach 
to supply drinking water for 
Oban and Lorn and turn on an 
emergency pump to get water 
over the weir and into the River 
Nell, which had run dry with a 

August 2000
Scallop ban faces crisis

facing another crisis after the 
reintroduction of a devastating 

West highland waters.
Still reeling from last year’s 

ban – estimated to have cost 
the industry around £10 million 

again looking at an uncertain 
future.

October 2000
Donald Dewar dies
Argyll has been paying its 
own tribute to Scotland’s First 
minister, Donald Dewar, who 
died last week.

In Lochgilphead – the town of 

on the front green was at half 
mast last week and on Wednes-
day, the day of his funeral, 
people signed the condolence 
book at Dalriada House.

October 2000
Hydro move home
Scottish Hydro-Electric is 
moving out of its purpose built 

Lochavullin Industrial estate.  
The ‘for sale’ sign will be 

going up in the next month, said 
a spokesman for the company.

Hydro-Electric only moved 

but has said that the building is 
now surplus to requirements.

October 2000
Islay pier upgrade approved
Ambitious plans to spend 
£5million on upgrading Islay’s 
Port Askaig ferry terminal 
have been recommended for 
approval.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning department hopes 
the proposals will put an end 
to vehicle congestion at the 
terminal.

December 2000
Nutkins buys abbey
Fort Augustus Abbey has 
been sold to wildlife television 
presenter Terry Nutkins after 
almost a year on the market.

It was put up for sale 
after its resident community of 
Benedictine monks dwindled 
and dispersed.

Mr Nutkins lives in Glenelg 
and runs the Lovat Arms Hotel 
in Fort Augustus.  He has lived 
in the West Highlands since the 
age of 10.  He says his company, 
Abbey Millennium Scotland, 
bought the building to give it 
back its dignity.

2001

January 2001
Oban’s bowling alley closes.  
Team Scotland Ten Pin Events 
and Management Ltd., trading 
as Pro Bowl, has gone into 
liquidation on the grounds it 
cannot pay its debts, said David 
Robb of W D Robb Accountants 
in Glasgow the provisional 
liquidator.  He said: ‘A petition 
is being presented to court for 
the winding up of the company.’

January 2001
Islay distillery bought.  

September 2000
Postman, policeman, fireman 

and undertaker, just four of the 
careers that sub postmaster 

Seamus McSporran from Gigha 
gave up when he retired last 
Friday after three decades of 
first class service. In addition 
to these duties he has been 

the island’s pier master, 
shopkeeper, ambulance 

driver, school bus and taxi 
driver, petrol pump attendant, 
registrar of births, marriages 
and deaths, insurance agent, 

rent collector and bed and 
breakfast operator.  However, 
he’s not giving up everything 
quite yet; for the next three 
months he will serve as the 

island’s postman and carry on 
a few other jobs. Seamus has 

lived on Gigha all his life except 
for two years’ national service 

with the Royal Air Force.  He 
helped out in the post office 

when he was a boy and became 
sub-postmaster in 1965.

August 2000 - There were many mixed emotions as the main building of Oban High School was 
demolished

September 2000
Villagers in Taynuilt were shocked when the  B-listed Taynuilt 

Station building was destroyed by fire. Fire investigation officers 
sifted through the remains of the Victorian timber building and 

came to the conclusion that the fire had been started deliber-
ately. The railway line between Oban and Crianlarich was closed 

due to the debris on the tracks.

January 2000
Thousands partied in the centre of Oban to welcome the new millennium. Crowds gathered to watch pipe,samba and rock bands, and 

many took part in a torchlight procession. The highlight for many was a spectacular fireworks display.

February 2001
Shocking pink happenings in Port Appin.  Shocking happenings 
have been taking place in Port Appin – shocking pink that is.  For 

overnight, after a full moon and low tide, the villagers awoke 
on Friday to find that the lighthouse they are fighting to save, 

Sgeir Bhuidhe, had turned into ‘Mr Blobby’.  From top to base it 
had been painted a vivid shocking pink, with large yellow spots.  
An on an outbuilding alongside were the words ‘save me’.  The 

whole event captured the nation’s imagination and the pink light 
featured on television, national and international press.  As a 

protest against the replacement light planned for later this year, 
it did little to impress the Northern Lighthouse Board, which 

issued a stern press release and reported the matter to the police.

March 2001
Frantic bid to keep west coast foot and mouth disease-free.  The West of Scotland attempted to 

maintain its status as a foot and mouth disease-free zone this week with disinfected matting being 
thrown across trunk road boundaries in both the Argyll and Bute and Highland Council areas.  

Although initially regarded as an agricultural problem, which last raised its ugly head in the UK in 
1967, the complexities of this most-feared of animal diseases will have far-reaching effects which 
will touch the day-to-day lives of almost each and every one of use.  All too slowly, the enormity 

of the massive threat facing the rural community from this virilant strain of a disease, which could 
decimate livestock farming as we know it, has filtered through to all sections of the general public.  

Farms and forests, crofts, mountains and moorland have become deserted as the passionate plea to 
stay out of the countryside is being heeded by an understanding majority.

April 2001
Argyll mourns Duke’s 

sudden death.  
There has been a sense of 

shock in Argyll this week after 
the sudden death on Sunday 

of the 12th Duke of Argyll, 
Ian Campbell, 26th Chief of 
Clan Campbell.  The Duke 

is believed to have suffered 
heart failure during surgery in 
hospital in London.  He was 63 

years old.

May 2001
Pollution threat averted as Swedish freighter hits rocks in Sound of Mull.  A potentially serious oil 

pollution incident has been contained thanks to swift action by coastguards and lifeboat crew.  
Initially it was believed that around 20 tonnes of fuel had leaked from a Swedish freighter, which 
ran aground in the Sound of Mull on Monday around 5.30am.  The Lysfoss went onto the rocks on 

the Morvern Peninsula near the entrance to Loch Sunart.

An independent whisky 
company, with connections to 
the Campbeltown’s distilling 
family, has brought over Islay’s 
Bruichladdich Distillery.  

Murray McDavid Ltd has 
taken three years to persuade 
Jim Beam Brands (JBB), 
a subsidiary of American 
company Fortune Brands, 
to sell the distillery and its 
maturing stock.  

Murray McDavid Ltd was 
founded by three friends 

malt whisky – Gordon Wright, 
aged 36, Mark Reynier, 38 and 
Simon Coughlin, 38.

June 2001
Jubilant Ballachulish opens 
new pavilion  
The new Jubilee Park shinty 
pavilion in Ballachulish was 
opened on Saturday after a six-
year campaign and last-minute 
fund-raising.  

Villagers, VIPs and several 
shinty teams gathered at Jubilee 
Park for the opening.  Kingussie 
even brought the Camanachd 
Cup along for the occasion.  
Jubilee Parks secretary Ian 
Brown, who led the campaign, 
later claimed: ‘The next time 
that trophy comes to Ballachul-
ish we’ll have won it!’

June 2001
Works underway on Strontian 
High School.  

the site of the new Ardnamur-
chan High School.  

Work marks the end of a 
15-year campaign to have the 
school built.  It should be open 
by August 2001 drawing pupils 
from seven primary schools in 
the Ardgour, Morvern, Sunart, 
Moidart and Ardnamurchan 
area.

June 2001
Ray Michie wins place in 
House of Lords.  
Ray Michie, Argyll and 
Bute’s MP for the last 14 years 
until she stepped down in this 
General Election, has been 
elevated to the House of Lords.  

She was nominated by her 
party, the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats and received the 
news last Thursday from 10 
Downing Street that she was 
being elevated to the Lords.  
Baroness Michie of Gallanach 
be known as Lady Michie.

Her introduction ceremony 
was a historic occasion, with 
the Baroness taking her oath 
in Gaelic, after giving it in 
English; up until this occasion 
the oath had only ever been 
taken in English and Welsh.  

June 2001
Appin celebrates new 
community shop.  
Twenty years after Appin 
Community Co-operative was 
set up with the dream of having 
its own community shop, the 

last week in Appin.  
In 1984 the community co-op-

erative bought Appin Stores and 
started trading as a community 
shop.  Co-op chairman Dr Iain 
MacNicol told the assembled 
people that the £150,000 shop 
was a legacy, which he hoped, 
would be continued by the next 
generation.

September 2001

Islay is an island at the heart of 
the history of Scotland.  

The Gaelic language has been 
spoken continuously on the 
island since the times of the 
Dalriadic Scots, through the 
period of the Lord of the Isles 
and up to the present day.  

On Tuesday Brian Wilson MP 

which will aim to further the 
development of the Gaelic 
language, culture, history and 
heritage.  

In recognition of the 

Columba, the new centre will be 
called Ionad Chalium Chille Ile, 
or the Columba Centre Islay.

October 2001
Mull celebrates Mod medal. 
Gold and silver have gone home 
to Mull with the Whyte family.  

This year’s top solo competi-
tion at the Mod, the gold medal, 
was won by a Mod veteran and 

The ladies gold medal went 
to Riona Whyte, aged 39, a 
Mod veteran, who earlier in the 
week had seen son Alasdair 
take home the silver James C 
MacPhee top solo award for 
juniors.  

The men’s honour went to 
Barra’s Archie MacLean who 
lives and works in Glasgow.  

Royal National Mod. 
‘You are looking at the most 

surprised medallist ever’, he 
said.

2002 
January 2002
Twenty jobs to go at mill
Around 20 jobs are to go in a 
major restructuring at the Arjo 
Wiggin paper mill at Corpach, 
which will also see ‘substantial 
investment’ in the mill over the 
next three years.

No details were released 
on which departments would 
be affected, but the company 

job losses.

investment in the mill will be 
in the region of £3million over 
three years.

March 2002
Islanders take over Gigha
It was party time on Gigha last 

took ownership of ‘God’s Isle’.
Willie McSporran, chairman of 
the Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust 
set up to manage the island, 

deeds and a symbolic handful 
of Gigha earth in the handover 
ceremony entitled ‘A New 
Dawn’.

April 2002
Lochawe monster sets new 
British record
Cumbrian angler Brian Rutland 
has realised a dream after 
landing a new British wild 
brown trout record with a 31lb 
12oz monster from Loch Awe.

has tackled the Argyll loch’s 

on the opening day of a new 
season.

May 2002
Wind-turbine
Factory opens in Kintyre
Scotland’s First Minister 
Jack McConnell put Kintyre 
back on the manufacturing 
map on Monday when he 
opened Vestas-Celtic Wind 
Technology’s new factory at 
Machrihanish.

In an inauguration ceremony 
watched by Vestas directors, 
politicians and members of the 
local community, Mr McCon-
nell said that the wind-turbine 
factory could be the key to 
regenerating the area’s strug-
gling economy.

June 2002
Dunbeg Primary one of the 
country’s best
Dunbeg Primary School 
celebrated the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee with a special school 
dinner on Wednesday.

Pupils were in fancy dress 
and the school dining room was 
decorated for the celebration.  

On Monday a party from the 
school will be in London to 
receive a School Curriculum 
Award.

June 2002
Duke of Argyll marries
The marriage of the 13th 
Duke of Argyll took place on 
Saturday in Gloucestershire.
Torquhil Ian Campbell, son of 
the late Duke and Iona, Duchess 
of Argyll, married Miss Eleanor 
Cadbury, daughter of Mr & Mrs 
Peter H G Cadbury.

The wedding took place at St 
Mary’s Church, Fairford, with 

assisted by the Rev Brian 
Wilkinson of Inveraray Parish 
Church.  The bride was given 
away by her father and was 
attended by Alice Palau, George 
Bruce and Laura Landale.

September 2001
Read your Oban Times any time, any place, any where - well almost!  The Oban Times has gone 

online with the launch this week of www.obantimes.co.uk. Those who are in far flung corners of the 
world can now access their Oban Times electronically and can interact direct with the news teams, 

subscribe online or view a host of photographs that didn’t make it to print.

July 2002
Fort William to get new 
medical centre
The three medical practices in 
Fort William are poised to move 
from their present premises into 
a new health centre in the town.

If the new building at An 
Aird is approved by Lochaber 
councillors, doctors at the High 
Street, Tweedale and Craig 
Nevis surgeries will work under 
one roof.   

November 2002
Kilchoan outdoor centre 
approved
The Ardnamurchan Outdoor 
Trust has been granted permis-
sion to build a three storey 
outdoor centre in Kilchoan.

December 2002
Kinlochleven ice wall
Kinlochleven is to have a 
£2.2million indoor climbing 
centre, which, it is hoped, will 
help to revive the village and 
attract thousands of visitors.

After many years of planning 

leasing was agreed between 
Kinlochleven Land Develop-
ment Trust (KLDT), and the 

Factory, which will run it.
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2003

February 2003
Funding in place for Tiree 
livestock mart
After years of effort by 
islanders on Tiree, funding is 
now in place for a livestock 
auction mart which should 
help protect the future of the 
island’s crofting and farming 
communities.

A grant of £230,507 from 
Argyll and the Islands 
Enterprise (AIE) to Tiree 
Rural Development Limited 
(TRD Ltd), which has been 
the driving force behind the 

development up and running.  

February 2003
Two new schools for Lochaber
Kinlochleven is to have a 
new high school and a new 
primary school funded by a 
Public Private Partnership 
(PPP).

Highland Council says the 
new schools in Kinlochleven 
will have the most up-to-date 

21st century’. 
The new schools will replace 

the 75-year-old campus both the 
secondary and primary schools 
share at the moment.

March 2003
£5 for a Uist hedgehog
An animal rights group is to 
offer a £5 reward to islanders on 
Uist who catch them a hedgehog 
in a plan, which Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) says, 
it’s causing it ‘concern’.

SNH is due to hold a cull of 
the Uist hedgehogs in April, but 
St Tiggywinkles in Aylesbury 
plans to set up a hedgehog 
holding centre at the former 
Uist Animal Visitor Centre and 
will be sending representatives 
to Uist this week.

April 2003
New Oban Fire station to open

open on time and on budget, and 
the Fire Master of Strathclyde 
promises it will serve Lorn and 
the Islands for years to come.

‘I do believe it is one of the 
best stations the authority has 
ever built,’ Jeff Ord said at a 
meeting with Argyll and Bute 
councillors from the Oban area.

July 2003
Oban Times buys Arran 
newspaper title
Arran’s weekly newspaper, 
The Arran Banner this week 
joins the Oban Times Group to 
become the company’s fourth 
weekly title.

August 2003
Connel Bridge 100 years old
Connel Bridge celebrates its 
centenary today (Thursday), 
with a brand new coat of paint 
making her look as good as she 
did the day she was opened.

Although there is no tangible 
commemoration of the grand 
old bridge’s 100th birthday 
yet, plans are afoot to erect a 
standing stone with a plaque as 
a permanent ‘birthday card’.

August 2003
Invergarry shocked as
Village hall collapses
The village of Invergarry was 
in shock after its village hall 

collapsed after its village hall 
collapsed on Sunday without 
warning.

The hall, situated on the side 
of the A82 Inverness road just 
past the main village, was used 
by many groups including a 
playgroup and youth club and 
was licensed to hold 200 people.

September 2003
Train delayed by whale
‘We apologise for the delay of 
the 13.20 from Oban, because of 
a whale on the line’

Forget about the wrong sort 
of snow or leaves on the rails, 
the Oban to Glasgow afternoon 
train met a dolphin on the line 
on Friday.

It was one of the more, shall 
we say, unusual calls that John 
Smith has had to deal with in 
his career with First Engineer-
ing, keeping the West Highland 
line in working order.

The call came through to 

control in Glasgow that I was to 
go to the 60-and three quarter 
mile post at Muckairn because 
there was a whale in the trees,’ 
he said.  So John, 43, from St 
Conan’s Road, Lochawe, set off.  
He was soon able to reassure 
his control room that it wasn’t 
a whale… it was a dolphin, 
but they didn’t need to contact 
Greenpeace.

The dolphin in question 
was about 15ft long, plastic, 
luminous green in colour and 

October 2003
Oban’s Argyll Hotel to get 
£1.2m facelift
The derelict Argyll Hotel on 
Oban’s waterfront is to have a 
£1.2million refurbishment to 
return it to its former glory.

The long boarded up 
26-bedroom hotel on Corran 
Esplanade is to be transformed 
into a 42-bedroom hotel with 

August 2003
As a welcome party, it would take some beating: Tobermory’s 

new Severn class lifeboat arrived on station last Thursday.
 The Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsay was lead into Tobermory Bay by the 
Anne Lewis Fraser, the Arun class she will replace. Dressed overall 
and with a piper at her bow, escorted by folk in ribs and speed 
boats she completed a circuit of Tobermory Bay as boats and 

yachts sounded their horns and crews cheered before she came 
alongside the lifeboat berth.  

restaurant and two bars by 
next summer. Food Convertors 
Limited, a hotel and farming 
family business based in Bath, 
has bought the hotel.

October 2003
Lift off for Oban airport
A major project to improve air 
services in Argyll has been 
given the thumbs up by Argyll 
and Bute Council despite 

councillors.
The council agreed at its 

meeting last week to drive 
forward the Argyll Air Services 
project by taking advantage of 
capital and revenue funding 
from Argyll and the Islands 
Enterprise.

He project involves big im-
provements to existing airstrips 
at Oban, Coll and Colonsay and 
licensing of the three airstrips to 

October 2003
Tobermory’s toddler tourism
Tobermory’s toddler tourism 
boom is to be researched by a 
University of Stirling academic.

Tobermory on the Isle 
of Mull, host to CBBC’s 
popular pre-school television 
programme Balamory, has been 

children who have persuaded 
their parents to take them to see 
where their favourite television 
characters live.

December 2003
Oban runner wins     
European Gold medal
Oban runner Susan Partridge 
won gold at the European Cross 
County Championships in 
Edinburgh on Sunday.

Susan, the youngest member 
of the six-woman winning 
team, came 32nd in the race at 
Holyrood Park.

October 2003
Perfect end to 100th Mòd

The 100th Royal National Mod didn’t want to end.
After a magical week in Oban, complete with glorious weather, 

Saturday morning saw the traditional ending of the national 
event with a mass gathering of the choirs.  Members of more than 

30 choirs joined in the procession led by Oban Pipe Band from 
the Corran Halls down George Street to Station Square.

There, under a perfect autumn sky with the backdrop of swans 
in Oban Bay and a trimaran coming into port the choirs sang, led 

by a number of the weeks’ winning conductors, including Joy 
McAllister of Taynuilt, Kenny Thomson of the GGs, the Glasgow 

Gaelic Choir and Kirsteen Grant who took the Glasgow Islay 
to Lovat and Tullibardine victory. The choirs just kept singing; 
they didn’t want to leave.  The arrival of the ferry to Mull saw 

the choirs from Argyll, Tarbert Loch Fyne, Oban and Taynuilt, go 
down to the pier to ‘sing off’ the 12.30pm sailing. The Mull Gaelic 

Choir stood on deck and sang along with them until the ship’s 
siren sounded the farewell.

2004
April 2004
Seabed mystery plane is 

The mystery of the aircraft 
found on the seabed off Oban 
has been solved in time for the 
59th anniversary of its crash.  

Photographs taken by Royal 
Navy divers have been studied 
by aviation experts at RAF 

wreck of a twin engine Catalina 

Oban’s War and Peace Museum 

great deal of background behind 
the wreck.  

The wreck was found when 
the Third Mine Countermeas-
ures Squadron was carrying out 
a coastal mapping task: divers 
from HMS Pembroke made the 
discovery.

May 2004
1,700 miles for a shinty match.  
The longest journey in shinty 
history took place last Saturday 
when the Highlanders Shinty 
Club travelled to Lochgilphead 
in Argyll to play Kilmory in 
shinty’s Bullough Cup.  

Not a quick trip down the 
road for the soldiers, as The 
Highlanders came more than 
1,700 miles from Hanover in 

Birmingham was followed by 
a dash to Edinburgh to collect 
their kit before a journey across 
Scotland to Mid Argyll.

May 2004
Family and politicians 
remember John Smith.  
Senior politicians joined 
Elizabeth Smith and her 
daughters at a memorial service 
on Iona yesterday for the late 
John Smith, former leader of the 
Labour party.  

John Smith, who died on May 
12, 1994, aged 55, after a heart 
attack, was buried on Iona at a 
cemetery called Oran, close to 
the historic Iona Abbey, where 
many former kings are reput-
edly buried.  The Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott and 
former NATO secretary-general 
Lord Robertson were at the 
memorial service in the abbey.

June 2004
Walloped wallaby may be no 
stranger to Islay.  
A wallaby found dead on the 
roadside near Islay Airport may 
not have been a new arrival and 
could have been on the island 
since October. 

Several Islay residents have 
spotted something resembling 
a wallaby on the island months 
ago and animal experts said 
the small marsupial could have 
survived winter on the west 
coast.  

The dead animal was spotted 
by drivers on the A846 Port 
Ellen to Bowmore road and 
was reported to Islay police at 
9.30am on Tuesday of last week.  
Islay police say they believe 
the animal may have been hit 
by a vehicle as ‘it suffered 
injuries compatible with a road 
accident’.

June 2004
A new chapter for Oban 
solicitor Graeme. 
Graeme Pagan did not have to 
go far to launch his memoirs on 
Tuesday, just downstairs from 

Otakar’s bookshop.  
There piled high were copies 
of Once Bitten, Twice Fined
published by Birlinn.  The title 
comes from an Oban Times  
headline reporting of a case in 
which Graeme was involved.

July 2004
Floods wreak havoc in 
Campbeltown.  
Gallons of sewage and drain 

roads, homes and businesses on 
Monday morning.  

Police closed Longrow Main, 
Bolgam and Lochend roads 

three foot deep causing chaos 
and destruction.  

September 2004

person to swim the length of 
Loch Shiel.  
Steak, chips and a pint of 
Guinness awaited Morag 
Hughes as she stepped ashore at 

successfully swum the length of 
Loch Shiel.  

The 48-year-old long-distance 
swimmer from Corpach was 
met be a welcoming party of at 

18-mile open water challenge in 
11hours 50mins and 16secs.

October 2004
Piper plays for Madonna
Performing in front of 80,000 
adoring fans of one of the 
world’s biggest pop stars.  
Touring North America and 
Europe.  

Meeting the big names from 

sport.  All in a day’s work? 
Certainly not for your 

ordinary man in the street, 
but Campbeltown piper Lorne 
Cousin lived the pop star 
lifestyle for four months this 
year when he was invited to 
play a very special part in 
Madonna’s Re-Invention world 
tour from May to September.  

March 2004
Tiree fishing fleet goes up in flames.  Police are not treating as 

suspicious a fire on the island of Tiree, which destroyed five out 
of the six-strong fishing fleet on the remote Hebridean island.  

Teams from Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire Brigade 
investigated the fire, which started in the early hours of Saturday 

morning at the remote Milton Harbour on the island, but the 
cause is still not known.  No casualties were reported and none of 

the crew from the boats were on board during the blaze.

April 2004
Best in the world for skate fishing.  The waters off Oban are 

rapidly getting a reputation for being the best in the world for 
skate fishing.  Recent outings of Laura Dawn carrying parties 
of anglers have had some staggering results.  Skipper Ronnie 

Campbell told The Oban Times that within a week anglers had 
caught skate weighing 211lb, 200lb and 193lb.  ‘To get three 
fish this size in a year would be good, to get them in a week 

is phenomenal,’ said Ronnie from Bonawe.  He has taken out 
anglers from New Zealand, Australia, America, Holland, Germany, 

Italy and Holland, on Laura Dawn.

The jet-set lifestyle he 
encountered on tour with 
Madonna was a far cry from 
Lorne’s everyday life as an 
Edinburgh solicitor, but it was 
one he took to with relish.

November 2004
Clan Macneil hands Barra 
over to nation.  
After 577 years the clan 
Macneil has relinquished 
ownership of Barra with a 
view to the local community 
eventually managing the island 
in the long term.  

Professor Ian Roderick Mac-
neil, the 46th hereditary clan 
chief, has signed over control 
of the 9,000-acre estate, which 
includes Barra and Vatersay, 
to the Scottish Executive Rural 
Affairs Department (SEERAD).

December 2004
Nevis Bakery pies prove 
world-beaters. 
Judges at a top food champion-
ships certainly had a taste for 
the pies produced by a Fort 
William bakery.  It came away 
a winner several times over.  
Nevis Bakery was named as a 
world champion at the World 
Scotch Pie Championships.

September 2004
There will be huge celebrations in Inveraray after the town’s 
shinty team became the 2004 Scottish champions after a 74-

year absence.  Inveraray Shinty Club last engraved their name 
on the Camanachd Challenge Cup in 1930 when they defeated 

Caberfeidh, also at Oban.  On Saturday, the team defeated 
Fort William 1-0 in a pulsating match at Mossfield Stadium in 
front of almost 3,000 spectators with Euan McMurdo scoring 

the only goal of the game midway through the first half.  At the 
final whistle, the Inveraray players and spectators danced with 

delight amid floods of tears as the emotion of the occasion took 
ever.

2005

April 2005
CalMac opens new ferry 
terminal at Oban
Caledonian MacBrayne’s 
(CalMac) new Oban ferry 
terminal opened for business at 
9am on Monday. 

To celebrate the occasion 
CalMac issued a free ticket 
and a bottle of champagne to 

Jordan from Hardgate, near 

customer through the door.  He 
was taking his daughter Cara 
and her friend Rhona Van Breda 
to ‘Balamory’.

April 2005
Tunnel expert heads for the 
Isle of Luing
A Norwegian engineering 
expert in building road tunnels 
has been invited to the Isle of 
Luing at the end of the month 
to assess the possibilities of a 
tunnel between the island and 
the mainland.

May 2005
Investigation into Kyle of 

Investigations are being carried 

Lochalsh on Monday evening.

stations fought for 90 minutes 
to extinguish the blaze, which 
destroyed a van and a caravan 
on land between the Church 
Road and Wemyss Place.

May 2005
Musical duo hit high note
A company formed just 18 
months ago by musical duo 
Angus MacPhail and Andrew 
Stevenson has taken the Scot-
tish Title in the Shell LiveWIRE 
Young Entrepreneurs of the 
Year contest.

Accordion player Angus, from 
Tiree and piper Andrew from 
Achnacarry, near Spean bridge, 
set up Skippinish Records to 
produce CDs for their band.

June 2005
Ribbon cut as Fort 
supermarket re-opens

opening last week of Fort 
William’s newly refurbished, 
and largest supermarket.

Morrisons opened its Fort 
William supermarket as part 
of the company’s multi-million 
pound conversion of store 
acquired following its takeover 
of Safeway last year.

August 2005
Community delight as Appin 
GP gets MBE
The communities of Appin, Port 
Appin and Lismore squeezed 
into Port Appin Hall to see their 
doctor collect his MBE.

Dr Iain MacNicol MBE has 
served the three communities 
for 25 years having taken over 
the post from his late father.  
Around 150 people saw Lord 
Lieutenant Kenneth MacKinnon 
hand over the MBE after clerk 
to the lieutenancy George 
Seaton read an extract from the 
citation.

October 2005
Oban lifeboat’s very special 
delivery
Congratulations to Rachael 
Holliday and partner Glenn 
Cato on their birth of their 
second daughter who chose to 
arrive in the world on board 
Oban lifeboat in the middle 
of the Sound of Mull early on 
Thursday morning.

October 2005
Fierce heat from tractor blaze 
burns road

the A85 on Tuesday afternoon 

itself was ablaze. The large 
tractor sank into the molten tar 
and its burned-out shell stuck 
fast once the road cooled.

November 2005
Argyll’s holiday home ratio
Argyll has 17 per cent- 5,158- of 
all Scotland’s second or holiday 
homes.

Some parts of the area, includ-
ing Mull, Tiree, Coll and North 
Lorn have more than 20 per cent 
second or holiday homes.

A survey by Communities 
Scotland has revealed the latest 

homes and their impact on rural 
communities.

November 2005
Sarah tunes up for top prize
The talents of a young Skye 

recognised with a top Scottish 
musical award.

Sarah Naylor struck the 
tight notes with judges at 

Fiddle Championship, which 
took place at Blair Castle on 
Saturday.

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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June 2006
Dangerous A82
The A82 Tyndrum to Tarbet 

dangerous routes in the UK 

The AA Motoring Trust 

UK between 1999 to 2001 and 

Safe are Britain’s Main Roads? 

June 2006
A Connel archer can now call 
himself the best in the world 

after he became the first-ever 
winner of a new longbow 
world championship title.  

Sean O’Byrne, a member of 
Lorn Longbows, shot his way 
to victory at the Wand World 
Championship on Sunday on 
the grounds of Raby Castle, 

County Durham.

June 2006
Fire destroys part of           
Fort William High Street

Coast Leisure and The Gift 

July 2006
Gondola crash

the Nevis Range ski resort on 

August 2006
Europeans come to Scotland

Most of the new migrants 
November 2006
Mull pool ‘wonderful reward’.

2006

January 2006
Two Minkie whales have been found dead on the beach at 

Killinallan, near Portnahaven, on Islay.  Although the whale is 
commonly sighted off the island it is thought to be as long as 14 

years since the last one came ashore dead.

Work has started on the new linkspan at Oban Harbour, which 
is part of the major re-development of Oban Ferry Terminal.  

Contractors George Leslie Limited of Barrhead, Glasgow, began 
construction on January 9 and hope to have the first phase, 

costing an estimated £1.3 million finished by April 14.

April 2006
Troops from across Europe turned back time when they marched 

into Spean Bridge at the weekend to re-enact a scene from 
yesteryear.  Around 40 soldiers and war veterans dressed in 
World War Two uniform, marched the seven miles from the 

former top-secret commando base at Achnacarry to the village 
train station on Saturday.  The event, which marked the 65th 

anniversary of the Commandos’ arrival in the area, was organised 
to raise money for Combined Operations Memorial in Stafford-

shire, England.

May 2006
Pupils at Taynuilt Primary School may already believe their 

lollipop man is the best, but now, thanks to their help, it’s official.  
Willie Campbell has been chosen as the Argyll and Bute and 

Inverclyde region’s Lollipop Person of the Year.

May 2006
After a 10-year restoration programme, Gylen Castle, on the Isle 
of Kerrera is open once again.  The castle, a MacDougall strong-

hold has been given a new lease of life after a 10 year restoration 
programme and it was appropriate that the present chief Madam 
Morag MacDougall of MacDougall and Dunollie, the 31st chief of 
the clan, should be present to cut the ribbon to open the castle to 
the public.  She was accompanied by her husband Richard Morley 
and by their son Robin MacDougall of MacDougall Yr of Dunollie 

and daughter Fiona, the Maid of Lorn.

May 2006
Tobermory lifeboat refloats aground 300-passenger liner.  

Tobermory Lifeboat successfully refloated a cruise ship, which 
got into difficulty but it proved a bit of a David and Goliath 

struggle.  The cruise ship, which has the capacity to carry 300 
passengers, had run aground on Calve Island in the Sound of Mull 

near the entrance to Tobermory Bay after heavy weather had 
caused her to drag her anchor during the night.  The MS Island 
Sky is a Bahamas-registered 90-metre vessel and weighs 4,200 

tonnes – but that didn’t daunt Tobermory’s Severn class lifeboat.

June 2006
Two girls from Canna can now get to school without donning 
their lifejackets.  A bridge over 100 metres of troubled waters 
has literally been rebuilt between Canna and Sanday, where 

Kathryn MacKinnon, aged 11 and her sister Caroline, eight, go to 
school from their home on Canna.  The bridge was blown down in 
hurricane-force storms last January and the girls’ father, Patrick, 

a lobster fisherman, has had to row the two across the small 
stretch of water while Highland Council and the National Trust for 
Scotland, which owns the two islands, decided who would pay for 

the new bridge to be built.

September 2006

been running for 34 years 

where they boast of destroying 

October 2006
Irish ferry plans in tatters.  

September 2006
Two men narrowly escaped injury on Saturday afternoon after a 
serious aircraft crash near Glenforsa Airfield on the east coast of 
the Isle of Mull.  The two-man Zenair aircraft was owned by Larry 

Johnson of Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire and Mike McGreavey, 
from Broughty Ferry near Dundee.  

September 2006
Oban Chocolate Company 
tasted sweet success after 

winning the Argyll and Bute 
regional final of the Prince’s 

Scottish Youth Business Trust 
(PSYBT) Business Awards.  

Helen Miller and her brother 
Kenneth were on hand to pick 
up the Royal Bank of Scotland 

sponsored award.

November 2006
The first registered fishing vessel to join the Oban fleet for 

many years was launched in Whitby.  The Star Fishing Company 
unveiled the 19 metre Star of Jura (OB 278) to company directors, 

and skipper John Scott is looking forward to taking charge of 
the scalloper, which was named by Fiona Gault.  The Oban-based 

company is delighted with its latest addition, and company 
director John MacAlister, and Jim Morrison of the boatyard 

Parkol Marine, commended their respective workforces on the 
successful build of the Star of Jura.

day after so many years of hard 

November 2006

being transferred to a housing 

November 2006
Only Abbie knows what Jack 

said.  
First Minister Jack McConnell 
met primary one pupil Abbie 

Wood as he was leav-
ing Rockfield Primary School 
in Oban.  Abbie was born 25 
weeks prematurely but has 
more than made up for time 

and had quite a story to tell the 
First Minister.  Mr McConnell 

MSP, who was a former maths 
teacher himself, gave a quick 

maths lesson to pupils and met 
pupils in the IT class.  He faced 

some tough questions from 
Rockfield primary seven pupils 
as he toured the school at the 

start of the Scottish Labour 
Party Conference in Oban.  He 
was joined in his tour by newly 
appointed Scottish Education 

Minister Hugh Henry MSP, who 
had also been to St Columba’s 

Primary School and the new 
joint campus at Soroba.

December 2006
Pope honours Inveraray man. 

December 2006
Colonsay to brew its own beer.  

2007
January 2007
First female Beefeater

September 2007
Worms in water supply

to residents who feared for 

October 2007
Earl of Wessex is Mòd guest

of Wessex was guest of honour 

dignitaries and heard songs 

then heard singing from the 

November 2007
A landslide, which closed 

the main road into Argyll on 
Sunday, was expected to still 

be causing delays as The Oban 
Times went to press this week.

Torrential rain saw 400 tons 
of rock, rubble and mud fall 
onto the A83 at the Rest and 

be Thankful at 3am on Sunday.  
A subsequent landslip on 
the underside of the road 

then took place.  No one was 
injured.

November 2007
Single status row affects 
employees of Argyll and Bute

March 2007
‘Oban High School Pipe Band was born here tonight,’ said 

Netherlorn Piping Society president Alistair Dewar after the 
band played together in public for the first time. The society 

exists to promote piping and drumming in the area and one of 
its main aims has been to form an Oban High School Pipe Band.

April 2007
A world-class windsurfing event is coming to Tiree in the autumn 

– the first time any round of the PWA Windsurfing Wave World 
Cup has been held in Britain. From October 6 – 13 some of 

the world’s top windsurfers will be coming to the Hebridean 
island, accompanied by an international following of sports and 

television journalists.

May 2007
Chris Innes from Spean Bridge is officially crowned Scotland’s 

Strongest Man after a gruelling competition in Fort William 
Chris, aged 24, finished head and shoulders above the rest of the 
competition to win the title of Strongest Man in Scotland and put 

him in contention for a place in the UK championships.

June 2007
Bull rescued by Royal Navy

June 2007
Schoolboy Alan Hunter of Benderloch has been on cloud nine 

since gaining his licence to pilot an aircraft solo – just a day after 
his 17th birthday. And as one of the country’s youngest pilots, 

he knows who he wants to take up as one of his first passengers 
– his mum, Catherine. However persuading her may prove more 

difficult than passing his test.  She is terrified of flying.

May 2007
Clash of the Ash

Clash of the Ash

July 2007
Couple escape airport terror

July 2007
Doctor is terrorist bomber?

August 2007
Gaelic goes digital

this week with the news that the 

August 2007
Seaplane service

week between February and 

Stunned tourists were caught 
up in a terrorist attempt to 

bomb Glasgow Airport at the 
end of June 2007
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2008

January 2008
Bishop Murray stands down
A letter from the Pope has 

of the Catholic Church in 

given notice to Rome that he 
is resigning from his post after 

offer his resignation so the 

The bishop’s rural 

February 2008
Young Oban Times reporter 
scoops top media award.  
Oban Times reporter Euan 

Euan, son of Taynuilt police 

Young Journalist of the Year 

A former pupil of Taynuilt 

Times in 2002 progressing 

February 2008
Pier work starts on Raasay

May 2008
‘It should never have 
happened but it did.’  

the council informing staff, 

February 2008
A82 campaign

Communities across the west Highlands are to unite behind 
a campaign to secure £90 million to upgrade the A82 along 

Loch Lomond – names as one of the most dangerous stretches 
of highway in Britain.   The campaign will be launched at the 
Drover’s Inn at Inverarnan on Monday, March 10 when MSPs, 

local authorities, road hauliers and HiTrans, the Highlands and 
Islands transport partnership will all attend to press the Scottish 
Government to make the A82 a top priority in this year’s crucial 
transport spending review.   The review, due to be announced 

in August this year, will set out the Government’s transport 
spending until 2021.   The campaign urges members of the public 
to sign an e-petition on the Scottish parliament website to force 
the government to take notice of the strong feeling in the west 

Highlands about the condition of the road.

May 2008
Sunny Tobermory has its best coat on.  

Tobermory is well known for its brightly coloured houses on its shore street but after a while the 
Argyll sunshine, wind and rain take their toll – but the paint brushes were spotted by passing 

photographer Frank Canon who saw this painter taking advantage of the spring sunshine to spruce 
up the building next to the Mishnish bar.

June 2008
Kererra plans its future

It was with hope and enthusiasm that the Isle of Kerrera 
celebrated on Thursday the launch of its community develop-

ment plan for the next ten years.   ‘We have a development plan 
but the real work starts here,’ Mark Jennison, co-ordinator told 
islanders and guests at the launch in the old school.  The plan 

outlets the 34 residents’ main targets and projects to make 
Kerrera a thriving and economically viable community of around 

60 people.

uly 2008
Oban bypass bid

June 2008

is the start of something that 

July 2008
Barge bursts into flames

Four emergency services attended a fire on board the marine engineering barge Multicat as 
an explosion and a large plume of smoke erupted from the vessel.   The Multicat, operated by 

Tobermory-based company North West Marine, caught fire around 7pm when it was moored on 
Loch Creran at the Marine Resource Centre pier at Barcaldine, near Oban, but, as The Oban Times 

went to press, it was unclear how the fire began.

August 2008

Danish company Vestas to 

October 2008

have been in place at the Rest 

another year yet before they are 

the early hours of the morning 
of October 28 last year after 
heavy rainfall initially closing 

October 2008
New bishop appointed

November 2008
Oban Bay pontoons approved 
but with conditions

December 2008
‘Woolies’ goes burst

October 2008
Hero saves family following Bridge of Orchy accident

A heroic schoolteacher brought a man back from the dead and 
saved a family from drowning inside their car after it overturned 

in floodwater near Bridge of Orchy.   Former lifeguard Tristen 
Kennett was driving behind the Turner family car last Saturday 

afternoon when it was blown off the road in horrendous weather 
conditions and overturned in four feet of water at the side of the 
A82 at Blackmount.   Without a moment’s hesitation the 26 year 

old plunged into the water, freed Joanne Turner and her two 
children from the car before freeing the unconscious Christopher 

Turner and administering cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR)

Bottom left
November 2008

Islay families evacuated
Six families were evacuated 
from their homes on Friday 
following the collapse of a 

grain silo at Port Ellen Maltings, 
on the Isle of Islay.  However, 

the clean-up job at Bay View, a 
housing development next to 
the maltings, is far from over 
and much of the hundreds of 
tonnes of grain still lies in the 
families’ gardens.   The silo at 
the maltings, which is owned 

by drinks company Diageo and 
supplies many of the island’s 

famous distilleries, collapsed at 
5.15am last Friday.  

Above 
December 2008

Teenager pulls friends from 
burning car

An Oban teenager saved the 
lives of his two friends when 

their car rolled over and 
exploded into flames.  Ian Har-
ris, aged 19, had only seconds 
to get his friends clear of the 

car before it burst into a ball of 
fire on the A816 a mile south of 

Kilmore.  He said: ‘Time went 
in slow motion as I pulled my 

concussed pal out of the car.  I 
could smell burning.’   PC Greg 
Bryce told The Oban Times: ‘it 
is amazing these three young 

men survived this incident 
almost unscathed.  They are 

incredibly fortunate.

March 2008
Balamory star comes back to Mull to open railway season.

One of the stars of the hit children’s television show, Balamory, returned to the island of Mull 
last week to a hero’s welcome.  Juliet Cadzow, who played Edie McReadie in the series filmed in 

Tobermory, was on the island to launch the 2008 season of the Isle of Mull steam railway and 
celebrate the 150th year of Torosay Castle and Gardens.

November 2008
Thousands of people gathered at Oban’s Mossfield Stadium for 
a fireworks display organised in part to discourage youngsters 

from building and setting alight numerous bonfires throughout 
the town. Organisers said that the event was a huge success and 

that plans were already in hand for next year when they aimed to 
make it even bigger.

SPECIAL DEALS AVAILABLE ON
THE NEW FREELANDER RANGE

DOORS
WINDOWS
CONSERVATORIES
CLADDING AND
ROOFLINE

All types of joinery
work, home
improvements,
repairs and
maintenance
Small building
works
Laminated flooring
Pergo flooring
Bench work
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2009

January 2009
Oban hosts biggest street party in the west

Nearly 7,000 people began 2009 dancing to the shrill of the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers at the town’s Hogmanay party. The event, 
held in Tesco car park, was hailed a resounding success by its 
organisers and by the thousands in attendance. The Red Hot 

Chilli Pipers headlined the bill and Skerryvore lived up to their 
growing reputation. Oban band The Works made a long-awaited 

comeback and the Homecoming Gaelic choir, consisting of 
singers from Oban and Taynuilt, and Oban High School Pipe 
Band, also performed. At the stroke of midnight, the crowd 

was treated to an impressive pyrotechincs display by the Oban 
Fireworks Team.

January 2009
Fire rips through Spean Bridge woollen mill

Fire partially destroyed a popular Lochaber knitwear outlet and 
exhibition centre – despite the actions of a sharp-eyed police 
officer. Six pumps and 40 firefighters attended the blaze, but 

such was the ferocity of the flames they were unable to save large 
parts of the building. Speaking to The Oban Times at the fire scene, 

Inspector Dougie Allan of Fort William Police said two officers 
were on a routine foot patrol around 2.30am when one officer 
noticed the lights on the gable end of the building flickering. 

The officer turned back for a second check, then spotted smoke 
seeping from the roof. Inspector Allan said that Scottish Hydro 

Electric cut the power to the building to aid firefighters,  this also 
resulted in the electricity supply being cut to 20 homes and the 
nearby Post Office. The A82 was closed during the height of the 
fire but reopened to a single lane around 5am and with traffic 

lights during the latter stages of the operation.

January 2009
Last load out of Lochaline 
mine after 68 years
As what is thought to be the 
last shipment from one of the 
last working mines in Scotland 
left Lochaline, hopes remain 
that the operation could be 
re-opened in the New Year. 

Members of Morvern Com-
munity Council are to meet with 
Lochaber MP Charles Kennedy 
and Highland Council deputy 
leader Michael Foxley in Janu-
ary to explore the possibility of 
a buyer coming forward. 

Community council chairman 
Iain Thornber said: ‘We are 
pursuing the possibility of 

mine.  It has been suggested 
that this is the last working 
mine in Scotland and there 
certainly can’t be many mines 
left in Scotland. It makes it all 
the more poignant if that is the 
last load to leave. But we have 
to be up-beat and we hope that a 
buyer will come forward.’
Mine operators Tarmac closed 
the mine on December 19 2008 
with the loss of 11 jobs in the 
Morvern area, despite pleas 
from enterprise minister Jim 
Mather MSP and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise to keep 
the mine open. Tarmac blame 
the closure on the slowing 
economy, rising costs and 
increased foreign competition. 

January 2009
Uist golf course dispute
The South Uist legal dispute 
between Askernish crofters 
and community landowners 
Stòras Uibhist over the validity 
of an 18-hole golf course on the 
machair has opened at Scottish 
Land Court in Edinburgh.

Seven of the eleven crofting 
members of the Askernish 
Grazings Committee contend 
that Askernish Golf Club, 
backed by Stòras Uibhist, laid 
out the course without the 
grazing committee’s consent in 
contravention of Scottish law.

February 2009
Offshore windfarms for Tiree, 
Islay and Kintyre
Massive offshore windfarms 
could give Argyll’s west coast 
a huge jobs boost after power 
companies were given the 
go ahead to investigate three 
off-shore sites. 

ScottishPower Renewables 
will look at the largest area, off 
Tiree’s western shore, which 
could produce enough power for 
one million homes. 

Airtricity Holdings (UK) 
Ltd will explore the seabed 
off Islay’s western shore and 
another smaller site off Kintyre. 

Communities are hopeful that 
research work at the sites as 
well as the potential construc-
tion and operation of windfarms 
in the future would boost the 
local economy and create 
quality engineering jobs. 

On Islay, the community 
energy company is looking 
forward to discussions and 
co-operation with Airtricity. 
Chairman Philip Maxwell said 

island businesses have much 
to contribute. He added: ‘The 
important thing for the com-
munity is that the community 

having these big industrial 
generators close by.’

February 2009
‘Car graveyard’ near Taynuilt
A mile-long stretch of road on 
the A85 between Taynuilt and 
Connel, which sees at least one 
road accident a week, has been 
labelled ‘a graveyard for cars’.

Two corners on the road, 
one opposite the entrance to 
Muckairn House and one at 
Dalnamac, at the bottom of 
Fearnoch Hill, have become 
accident blackspots according 
to local landowners, who have 
noticed a steady rise in the 
number of accidents in the past 
10 years.

March 2009
Climbing instructor cheats 
death in Glencoe drama
A FORT William climbing 
instructor cheated death in a 
terrifying 700-foot fall down a 
Glencoe mountain.

Welshman Max Hunter was 
leading three novice climbers on 
Stob Coire nan Lochan when a 
snow cornice he was standing on 
gave way. 

He plummeted into the rock-
strewn corrie but missed every 
boulder during his near-vertical 
fall, coming to rest in soft snow.  

Eight members of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue team attended 
Mr Hunter, who was airlifted 
to the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William. 

Mr Hunter was found to have 
suffered only cuts and deep 
bruising.

Mr Hunter’s miracle escape 
happened on St David’s Day 
- Wales’ patron saint.

‘I can’t believe I’m alive,’ he 
said.

March 2009
Woman escapes Kilmore car crash with minir injuries

A YOUNG woman was declared ‘lucky to be alive’ after surviving a 
car crash that completely wrecked her vehicle and left it hanging 

over an embankment after hitting tree. The force of the impact 
threw the engine from the main body of the car. Yet incredibly, 

27-year-old Susan Hall escaped with just minor injuries.  Ms Hall 
was travelling south on the A816 at Kilmore last Thursday when 

she lost control of her Ford Focus. She had to be cut from the 
car by Oban-based firefighters – once the car was stabilised to 

prevent it falling down the embankment.

March 2009
Glencoe hospital closes its 
door for the last time
Glencoe Hospital closed its 
doors for the last time on 
Monday, bringing more than 60 
years of service to an end.

Three remaining patients 
had been transferred to nearby 

Home by 1pm, attended by 
hospital staff, many close to 
tears. Glencoe staff will work 
at the care home for a month to 
help patients settle in.  

Following the transfer, an 
open afternoon, including tours 
of the hospital and refresh-
ments, saw around 70 local 
people make their farewells. 
The building was then locked 
up and secured. 

March 2009

are now attending more road 

league table, which puts Argyll 
and Bute at the top for road 
crashes in the Strathclyde area, 
as ‘distressing’.

Commander Paul Connelly 
was addressing Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee 
last Wednesday where he also 
revealed that the county had one 

Commander Connelly said: 

collision (RTC) fatalities last 
year in Argyll and Bute

‘Argyll and Bute is at the 
top of the Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue league table for RTCs 
but we are at the bottom of the 

March 2009
Glencoe ski centre looks for 
new buyer
Glencoe ski centre has been put 
on the market in the hope a new 
owner will provide money for 
ambitious development plans.

It has enjoyed a fairly 
successful season, but Glencoe 
Mountain chairman and main 
shareholder David Campbell 
has decided it is time for a big 
investor to step in.

The ski centre, rescued from 
bankruptcy last year, has 
plans to rival Nevis Range by 
installing a gondola system 
and double visitor numbers to 
50,000.

Speaking on behalf of 
shareholders, Mr Campbell 
said: ‘The business is operating 
smoothly and there are good 
people in all the key positions. 
What is needed now is a new 
investors or owners. With 
ambition and drive they can 
take the resort forward over 
the next decade. The building 
blocks are all in place.’

Glencoe Ski Centre employs 
28 seasonal and 10 full time 
staff.

March 2009
Kintyre wind turbine jobs 
saved as Skycon move in
The 92 jobs at Vestas wind 
turbine tower factory in 
Campbeltown have been saved 
– and many more could be on 
the way.

The Oban Times understands 

Alex Salmond will make the 
announcement when he visits 
the Machrihanish plant this 
afternoon (Thursday).

The factory, crucial to the 
Kintyre economy, has been 
under threat since last August.
It now looks as if the jobs have 
been saved, and there is the 
promise of hundreds more as 
a result of Danish company 
Skycon agreeing to take over 
the plant.

Sources believe the new 
deal will see Skycon  given 

so it can expand and make 
much larger towers to  speed 
up Scotland’s move to more 
renewable energy production 
– leading up to 400 being 
employed at the site.

March 2009
Great Glen water to boost
Fort William supply
Great Glen water from above 
Fort William will soon be 
piped all the way to South 
Lochaber as a major Scottish 
Water investment programme 
nears completion.

Water from gravel beds under 

the River Lochy will be supply-
ing Ballachulish and Glencoe 
by the end of 2009, replacing 
existing sources in hills above 
the villages.

Pipe-laying works, currently 
moving along the A82 at Onich, 
will be connected to the Fort 
William supply at the south 
end of the town later this 
year, Scottish Water bosses 

The Oban Times
as they unveiled a state-of-the-

Camisky.
The new £3 million plant, 

built by Morrison Enpure 
and sited half-a-mile from 
the Lochy, houses four huge 

dangerous microbes.

March 2009
Calls for safety boat as 

Calls grew this week for a 
rescue boat to be established 
closer to Loch Awe after four 

hours of last Saturday morning. 
The four men, from Glasgow, 

perished on returning by boat 
to their campsite having visited 
Lochawe Village.

 In took 90 minutes for a 
rescue boat to be brought from 
Renfrew after the alarm was 
raised and reports say that 
rescuers could only look on 
in vain from the shore as they 
heard cries for help from the 
mist-covered loch. 

Argyll MP, Alan Reid, said 
having to bring a rescue boat 
and trained crew all the way 
from Renfrew was ‘inadequate’.

May 2009
Oban thinks big
A dramaric sculpture to rival 
Gateshead’s famous Angel of 
the North could soon com-
mand Pulpit Hill if tourism 
group Oban Forward gets the 
go-ahead.

The 50-foot high sculpture 

his net over Oban Bay.
 It would be the second highest 

piece of public art in Britain 
beaten only by the 66-ft high 
Angel.

The sculpture – visible from 
land and sea from as far away 
as Mull and Ben Nevis – would 
cost around £1 million.

‘If we get this right it would 
attract tourists from around 
the world,’ said Oban Forward 
member Callum MacLeod of 
Piazza Restaurant. ‘It is the best 
idea to come out of the town for 
a long time. It is incredibly bold 
and exciting.’

July 2009
Oops - Did someone call for a 
helicopter?
A misunderstood call threw 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
staff into a tailspin – sending a 
helicopter off to an island at a 
cost of thousands of pounds.

Instead, an ordinary ambu-
lance should have been directed 
just 250 yards away to Fladda 
Road in Oban.

 The air ambulance was 
misdirected to an empty house 
on Fladda on Luing to the 
astonishment of islanders.

 They then watched in further 
disbelief as another ambulance 
arrived, this time by ferry and 
road with another two members 
of paramedic staff. They too 
made their way to the empty 
house at number six Fladda.

June 2009
Big pull for charity
Strongman Mark Haldenby got 

engine last week to raise money 
for a local youth club.

Mark’s amazing stunt took 
place at a youth awareness day 
at Lochaber Leisure Centre 
to show Lochaber what the 
Kidz Club in Fort William’s 
Plantation area has achieved.

Mark said the idea for the 
stunt started at last year’s 
Lochaber Highland Games 
when he pulled a car. ‘Then I 
said I was going to pull a car for 
charity,’ said Mark, ‘but when I 

I opened my big mouth before I 
thought about it and said I could 

escalated from there.’

June 2009
Islay honours its emergency 
services with parade
Islay honoured its emergency 
services in a Homecoming 
Parade down Bowmore’s main 
street, which was attended by 
more than 1,500 people.

The idea for the parade fol-

lowed the tragic loss of three 
islanders, including a boy of 10, 
in a road crash last November 
that was attended by many of the 
island’s emergency services.

Organiser Jim McEwan, direc-
tor of distillation at Bruichlad-
dich Distillery, Islay, said: 
‘These men, often called out of 
their warm beds on treacher-
ously stormy nights, are brave 
indeed.

‘Not only do they risk their 
lives but they have a fairly 
high chance of knowing that 
the emergency they are about 
to assist will probably involve 
someone they know. They do it, 
God knows not for the money, 
but out of duty.’

Lord George Robertson, 
ex-secretary general of NATO, 
led the procession with Islay’s 
distillery managers and workers, 
followed by the island’s youth 
groups.

-
more Square, where Skerryvore 
performed for the crowd.

The event tied in with the 
island’s week-long annual Malt 
and Music Festival.

June 2009
Young Mull soldier laid to rest
A ‘unique and courageous’ Mull 
soldier was laid to rest at Suie 
Cemetery, Bunessan this week 
– in one of the biggest funerals 
the island has seen.

An estimated 500 people 
spilled out of the small church 
at Creich. Mourners, young 
and old, were housed in two 
marquees, the village hall and 
still many more stood on the 
roadside and listened. 

The funeral procession 
of Private Robert ‘Robbie’ 
McLaren arrived from 
Afghanistan on the early ferry 
from Oban on Monday morning 

like the heavens were crying,’ 
an elderly Mull lady observed 
quietly.

The Rev Donald Prentice and 
Rev Roddy Campbell talked of 
the boy who attended Bunessan 
School and Oban High School, 
and how he tried his hand at 
being an electrician before 
setting out for the army where 
he was an outstanding recruit 
– a young man with ‘sparkle 
and humour’.

He was sent to Afghanistan 

Lieutenant Colonel Stephen 
Cartwright said: ‘Private Robert 
McLaren was cruelly taken 
from us after only four weeks 
of active service in The Black 
Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland.’ 
July 2003
Three lost as scallop boat 
sinks near Ardnamurchan
An investigation will try to 
uncover why a scallop dredger 
with four crew aboard capsized 
off the west coast this week 
with the loss of three lives.

A fourth member of the 
crew of the Cumbrian-based 
scallop dredger, Aquila, which 
overturned near Bo Fascadale, 
one and a half miles north 
of Ardnamurchan Point on 
Monday at around 5.30pm, was 
picked up by a nearby yacht and 
is recovering from his ordeal. 

July 2009
Laura is Miss Mòd
A NORTH Connel woman has 

for more than 30 years after she 
was chosen from entrants at the 

Laura MacCuish, aged 22, 
went along to the ceilidh at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
with a friend and only decided 
to enter the competition on the 
night.So it was with some shock 
that Laura accepted the Miss 
Oban Mod 2009 sash,  a prize 
of £250 and tickets to see The 
Vatersay Boys during Royal Na-
tional Mod week (October 9-17).

July 2009
Have-a-go hero has his 
honeymoon on Islay
Glasgow Airport hero John 
Smeaton and his American wife 
Christy MacPhedran spent their 
honeymoon last week on the Isle 
of Islay. The couple were mar-
ried at Balgonie Castle in Fife on 
July 18.

Former baggage handler Mr 
Smeaton became a national 
hero in 2007 after taking on two 
bombers who had driven a burn-

into Glasgow Airport.

August 2009
Heavt rain causes road chaos
Heavy rain turned north Argyll 
into an accident blackspot last 
week with six people injured 

accidents.
Six road crashes in North 

Argyll at the weekend alone fol-
lowed 12 crashes the preceding 
week. Two of the injured people 
required helicopter airlifts to 
Glasgow’s Southern General 
Hospital.

This week police are urging 
drivers to take care on the roads 
after the spate of accidents 
which they say were caused by 
the heavy rain.

September 2009
Three-in-a- row for Fort
FORT William’s three-in-a-row Camanachd Cup winners enjoyed 
a heroes’ welcome back in Lochaber after their historic win over 

After a tremendous night of camaraderie with their erstwhile 
opponents the shinty kings returned to Fort William for two days 
of celebrations. After a Saturday night party at An Aird, the team 
toured town hostelries on Sunday, ending up in ‘their normal late 
night haunts’, manager Drew McNeil told The Oban Times.

minutes to cancel out Fort’s 3-0 advantage, only for talisman James 
Clark to score with only three minutes left and win the cup.

October 2009
Mòd faces ‘increase’ problem
The Mòd has a big problem 
– but it is good news for the 
future of the Gaelic language.

There are so many children 
wanting to take part in the Mòd 
this year that the rules may have 
to be changed so that everyone 
can take part.

It is all down to an upturn 
in parents choosing Gaelic 
education for their youngsters. 

 Mòd organisers are aware 
that the way the competitions 
are organised may soon have to 
be changed.

November 2009
Piper lifts top award
Inveraray piper Stuart Liddell 
has won the ultimate accolade 
in piping, taking the prestigious 

December 2009
Oban Saints presented with 
national sports’ award
The passion for football in the 
Oban area has been rewarded 
with a prestigious national 
sporting award.

Oban Saints Football Club won 
the coveted Local Club of the 
Year award, sponsored by the 
Sunday Mail and Sportscotland, 
at the Scottish Sports Awards in 
Glasgow. 

Representatives of Oban Saints 
- David Buchanan, Iain Jackson, 
Iain Alexander and Thomas 
Sharp attended the black tie 
awards ceremony in the Hilton 
Hotel, hosted by STV presenters 
Stephen Jardine and Ali Douglas 
and attended by 500 people.

The Saints representatives 
were in top class company and 
the likes of Sir Alex Ferguson, 
Catriona Matthew, John Hig-
gins, Dario Franchitti and Andy 
Murray were all vying for the 
Sports Personality of the Year 
Award. 

December 2009
Morvern to change postcode
MORVERN residents have been 
handed a welcome Christmas 
present after Royal Mail an-
nounced it is proposing to change 
the local area postcode.

Campaigners have been battling 
for years to end mixups in their 
postal deliveries and last month 
won the support of the Scottish 
Parliament public petitions com-

The area shares its current 
PA34 postcode with Oban and 
has witnessed years of bizarre 
incidents involving misdirected 
mail and goods.

washing machines intended for 
Morvern have been delivered to 
addresses in Oban by mistake. 

December 2009
Argyll Square, Oban is caught in a colourful Christmas spin by the 

camera skills of well known local photographer Dennis Hardley
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Whatever the weather,
we’ll be working to

keep your gas fl owing

Remember, if you smell gas, call the 
National Gas Emergency number, 

0800 111 999*

* All calls are recorded and may be monitored

2010
January 2010
Reporter of the Year Award
Readers of The Oban Times 

amongst the winners in this 
year’s prestigious Highlands 
and Islands Media Awards.

Reporter Louise Lee 
won the coveted Jim Love 
Memorial Trophy, awarded 
to the most outstanding 
reporter during 2009.  
Louise started as a junior 
reporter with the newspaper 
in August 2008 after study-
ing journalism at Stirling 
University as a mature 
student and Gordon Fyfe, 
chairman of the judging 
panel, commented that he 
found her work ‘excellent’. 

Editorial director Stewart 
MacKenzie said: ‘It is 
extraordinary that she has 
won this prized award at her 

January 2010
Clunk- click - locked out 
your own nick!
RED-FACED island police 
were forced to let a drink-
drive suspect go - after they 
found themselves locked out 
of their own police station.

arrested a driver in 
Tobermory - but when 
the driver was escorted to 
the island’s only alcohol 
testing station at Craignure 

police station locked and the 
keys could not be found.

With the nearest intoxom-
eter in Oban, an hour away 
by ferry and no return ferry 

-
ers had no alternative other 
than to offer a warning.
March 2010
Coldest for 50 years
LOCHABER has been at 
the forefront of Scotland’s 
coldest winter for 50 years, 
local weather records have 

During December, 
January and February, the 
average temperature near 
Spean Bridge for each 
month was never above 
freezing. And over the 
course of one night last 
month Fort William had 16 
inches of snow.

March 2010

a Skye medical equipment 

week after the entire staff of 
11 and the managing direc-
tor were made redundant.

Gaeltec Ltd, on the Isle 
of Skye had built up an 
international clientele for 
miniature pressure sensors, 
which it manufactures and 
designs for various medical 

to call in administrators 
Grant Thornton after failing 
to reach agreement with 
Her Majesty’s Revenue 
and Customs over £28,000 
arrears in national insurance 
(NI) contributions. 

The move provides 
a narrow window of 

for the dynamic company, 

liquidation the loss of 11 
high-grade jobs would 
represent a big blow to 
Skye’s economy. 

April 2010
Mull singer in New York
A Tobermory singer is tak-
ing a bite of the Big Apple 
during Scotland Week.

Kirsty Netta Mackinnon 
will lead celebrations in 
New York with movie 
star Alan Cumming OBE. 
Kirsty was chosen by the 
Royal Scottish Academy 
of Music and Drama to 
perform at the twelfth 
annual Scotland Week 
festival in New York. 
April 2010
Tiree’s ‘Tilley’ turns 

A community-owned 
island wind turbine has 
generated £17,000 for the 
local economy in just over 
a month.

The Tiree wind 
turbine, named ‘Tilley’, was 
formally handed over to its 
owner, the Tiree commu-
nity, last Saturday, along 
with £17,000 in revenue 
raised from just over one 
month’s production. 

June 2010 
Train crash at Loch Awe

‘Bravery’ and ‘teamwork’ were just two of the words used to describe the actions of passengers and staff on the 
6.20pm Glasgow to Oban train, which derailed on Sunday night. Just before 9pm the train struck a boulder that had 
fallen on the line near the Falls of Cruachan, flipping the front carriage off the track. Only the second carriage, which 
acted as an anchor, and a clutch of trees prevented the first carriage rolling 50 feet down the embankment onto the 

A85 road or into Loch Awe, below.  But while flames surged from a ruptured fuel tank heroic passengers and ScotRail 
staff helped each other to safety, although passengers in each carriage believed that those in the other carriage had 

been killed. Initial reports came through that the train was on fire with up to 50 injured and fatalities on board but 
every passenger walked from the wreckage, some with minor injuries.  Hospitals as far away as Dundee had been put 

on standby, as the extent of injured passengers remained unclear.

July 2009
Blast rocks Loch Linnhe

A 97,000-tonne cargo ship blazed for almost 24 hours after a conveyor belt on the MV 
Yeoman Bontrup at Glensanda Quarry, Morvern, on Loch Linnhe caught fire.

Exploding oxy-acetylene cylinders were heard and felt 15 miles away as witnesses saw 
flames shoot 800ft in the air. Fire crews from across the West Highlands were called 
into action on Friday afternoon with a helicopter, barge and the superquarry’s own 

ferry taking fire crews and equipment from as far as Inverness, Fort William, Oban and 
Strontian to the blazing vessel. It is understood that the fire may have started on the 

conveyor used to take stone off the Bahamas-registered ship but rapidly spread to the 
superstructure.

July 2010
St Conans Kirk needs 
public support
Trustees of a popular 
and iconic Argyll tourist 
attraction are facing a 

bill and fear it will close 
without public support.

The 19th century St 
Conan’s Kirk in Lochawe 

the history of Lorn and 
Argyll but is also famed for 
its stunning architecture, 
is a popular venue for 
weddings and is visited by 
thousands of tourists every 
year. However, structural 
frailties are emerging and 
the trustees have initially 
estimated refurbishment 
costs of more than 
£1million. 
August 2010

FEARS are growing that 

scheme for Lochyside and 
Caol could be put back 
years because of govern-
ment spending cuts.

Three years ago consult-

of the settlements as having 
a greater than one in 200 

in any given year, recom-
mending a defensive wall 
be built along three miles 
of the River Lochy’s right 
bank and the Loch Linnhe 
shoreline to protect homes 
nearby.  

August 2010
Young pipers win world 
novice juvenile title
The shrill of world cham-
pionship-winning pipes 
blared out across Oban Bay 
at midnight on Saturday to 
mark the triumphant return 
of Oban High School pipe 
band.

On their return from 
winning the novice juvenile 
grade at the World Pipe 
Band Championships at 
Glasgow Green, the band, 
led by Pipe Major Angus 
MacColl, stepped off the 
bus at Station Square to 
play their title-winning 
tunes. The music attracted 
Saturday night revellers 
and nearby residents, who 
joined friends and family in 
celebration.

Formed only four years 
ago with six pipers, the band 
is only the second to bring 
a world title back to Oban 
- Oban Pipe Band won the 
same category in 1974.

September 2010

An 18-year-old law student 

to win a gold medal for solo 
piping at the Argyllshire 
Gathering.

Faye Henderson’s 
victory in the international 
competition captured the 
imagination of everyone at 
the piping competitions in 
the Corran Halls, Oban, and 
at Oban Highland Games 
the following day.

The Aberdeen University 
student played one of the 
more challenging pieces to 
choose from, The Lament to 
Donald Duaghal MacKay, 
and nearly did not compete 

for the competition. 
September 2010
Public back Oban 
pontoons proposal
Members of the public 
have given the strongest 
indication yet that they want 
a marina in the centre of 
Oban. 

At a public meeting of 
Oban Bay Marine (OBM) 
on Monday those present 
voted unanimously in 
favour a yacht facility 
in Oban. Early signs are 
that there are a number of 
funding streams and private 
sector backing to get the 
project underway in the 
shortest possible time. The 
meeting heard that Crown 
Estates have put their cards 
on the table and are willing 
to look at extra funding.  

September 2010
A82 upgrade gets go ahead
An £11million plan to 
upgrade the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock has been tabled by the 
Transport Scotland. 

The Scottish Government’s 
Transport Minister Stewart 
Stevenson last week an-
nounced draft road orders for 
the work had been published 

-
nals and upgrade the section 
of road to re-introduce free 

Subject to the successful 
completion of statutory pro-
cedures the scheme could be 

2011

October 2010
Prince Charles supports Gaelic in Caithness

member of An Comunn Gàidhealach as he delivered a 
rousing speech in support of Gaelic and the Royal National 
Mòd.

The heir to the throne visited the Mòd by helicopter last 
Thursday to present the two gold medals in Thurso High 
School’s games hall.

Before handing over the top solo singing prize to 
Connel’s Joy Dunlop and Glasgow’s Ian G MacLean, who 
is originally from Skye, The Duke of Rothesay said: ‘The 
Mod exists to promote the Gaelic language and culture and 
we owe a great deal of gratitude to An Comunn Gàid-
healach for the enormous effort that goes into organising 
this most important annual festival.’

He also backed An Comunn’s decision to base a Mod in 
Caithness, saying: ‘The argument has been made that the 
language has no direct relevance to this part of the world 
[Caithness]. 

‘I would suggest that Gaelic belongs to all the people of 
a nation, whether or not they are directly involved in it. 

happening in the whole of Scotland.’
During the speech The Duke of Rothesay tried a few 

phrases in Gaelic and received a cheer by ending his speech 
with ‘Suas leis a’ Ghaidhlig’, a motto for the language 
meaning, ‘Raise the standard for Gaelic’

October 2010
Fire hits Isle of Mull 
slaughterhouse
Mull slaughterhouse will 
be closed until next year 

the building on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Three engines from 
Strathclyde Fire and 

Half of the building 
was destroyed, but the 
chairman of the com-
munity co-operative that 
owns the slaughterhouse, 
Tom Nelson, has already 
pledged that it will be 
rebuilt.

February 2011
University for Oban
Oban became a univer-
sity town this week after 
a historic announcement 

of the Highland and Islands’ 
(UHI) Millennium Institute 
has gained university status.  

by the Privy Council on 
Wednesday and brings the 

specialist institutions and re-
search centres spread across 
the Highlands and Islands, 
including Argyll College, 
which has a campus in Oban, 
and the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) 
in Dunbeg.

February 2011

- eventually!
A Christmas card posted 

2010 took eight weeks to 
travel to the recipients - who 
live a few hundred yards 
away.

Julie and Neil MacQueen 
on the Isle of Luing were 
delighted to receive a 
Christmas card from friends 
Peter, Fumiko and Musashi 
Miller - and a paw print 
from Rusky the dog. 

However, the card was 
delivered about 60 days 
after it was posted  within 
sight of their home.  

March 2011
Message in a bottle
A message in a bottle was 
dredged from the sea 76 
years to the day it was 
thrown into the Sound of 
Mull from a Caledonian 
MacBrayne vessel.

The bottle was dredged 

April 2011

Oban’s Pheonix Cinema is 
one step closer to belonging 
to the community after the 
bank which owns the build-
ing agreed a purchase price 
with the steering group.

Nailbiting negotiations 
with Santander ended in a 
deal suitable to all parties.

to be hammered out and it 
will be a few months until the 
community group brokering 
the deal takes possession of 
the former Highland Theatre 
building, the bank deal was 
described as ‘great news’.

May 2011

ravage West Highlands

police chiefs say suspected 
arsonists are putting lives at 

parts of the West Highlands 
over the past week.

Tinder box conditions and 
strong easterly winds fanned 
blazes around Fort William, 
Shiel Bridge, Torridon, 

leaving huge swathes of 
heather moorland and trees 
in ashes.

Welcome rains expected 
will come too late for 
blackened hillsides but 
the hunt is just beginning 

Highlands and Islands Fire 
and Rescue Service Lochaber 
area manager, Martin Haigh, 
told The Oban Times lives 
were being put at risk.

He said: ‘There is no 
doubt there was malicious 
intent. We have had nine 

from Plantation and four 

Hill into Glen Nevis. People 
are either being very careless 
– or malicious.

from the sea by west coast 
scallop boat the Dawn Maid,
which sails out of Oban. A 
note inside gave the date of 

-
tle was pulled out from the 
depths on March 10, 2011.

Allan ‘Winker’ MacLean, 
from Isle of Mull Scallops, 
who operates the Dawn 
Maid said: ‘It is a bit spooky 
that the message should be 
found on the same day - 76 
years apart.

May 2011
Storms lash west coast

Gusts of up to 100mph battered the west coast and 
islands leaving thousands of homes and businesses 

without power and drivers stranded for hours. Age-old 
trees were uprooted and ancient walls failed to stand 
the test of time. Traffic was brought to a standstill in 
many areas including Oban, Dalmally, Lochgilphead, 

Campbeltown, Bridge of Orchy and beyond.  One man, 
aged 36, lost his life when a tree crashed through the 

window of his van near Balloch. Police area commander 
Brian Auld said: ‘We received 30 reports of fallen trees 

at various locations including Bridge of Orchy, Dalmally, 
Taynuilt, Dunbeg, Barcaldine, Benderloch and Fearnoch. 

All roads north were blocked at one point.

July 2011
Bi-centenary celebrations
In sunshine, Her Royal 
Highness The Princess 
Royal enjoyed a day in 
Oban helping to celebrate 
the town’s 200th an-
niversary.

As part of the bicentenary 
celebrations, Princess Anne, 
made a series of presenta-
tions and cut the town’s 
birthday cake. She was 
relaxed in her surroundings 
- laughing at jokes and 
enjoying a familiar face 
or two in the crowds that 

August 2011
Pipe band success
There were celebrations 
galore throughout Oban 
as the town’s pipers struck 
gold at the World Pipe Band 
Championships in Glasgow.

band has risen through the 
ranks to become renowned 
for its strength of playing. 

Pipe Major Euan Dewar 
said:  ‘At the start of the sea-
son we were in a lower grade 
but the band has grown in 
strength with every competi-
tion it has taken part in.’

November 2011

Racing driver Susie 
Stoddart is used to covering 
her good looks with 

and full-face helmet. But the 
28-year old looked stunning 
in a traditional wedding 
dress when she tied the knot 
with former racer Christian 

Susie and Toto enjoy 
celebrity status as a couple 
in both Germany and in 
Toto’s native Austria.

November 2011
-

wide internet hit
It was meant to be a half hour 
extravaganza of light and 
sound, but instead Oban’s 

-
play became the town’s most 
explosive marketing tool.

shot into the air at once, 
thanks to a technical glitch.

However, since The Oban 
Times’ video of the 50-

it has been picked up by 
news networks across the 
world, featuring on the likes 
of Good Morning America, 
ABC Eyewitness News, 
NBC’s Today programme 
and Australia’s NineNews.
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GARDEN CENTRE
BRIDGE of AWE, TAYNUILT PA35 1HT
TEL/FAX: 01866 822149

CORACHIE CLEMATIS

CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAIRS

SATURDAY 3RD & 
SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER 

12noon – 4pm
IT’S ALL UNDER COVER 

LOCALLY HANDMADE CRAFTS & GIFTS
CHILDREN’S PONY RIDES – 

WEATHER DEPENDENT OF COURSE!

30% OFF ALL CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS AND DECORATIONS

HOT & COLD REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

REAL XMAS TREES IN STOCK

Gift ideas
Christmas

Great

Now stocking
Ibanez guitars

20 Argyll Square, Oban tel: 01631 566304
Email: jean@obanmusic.com  www.obanmusic.com

www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

*PRICES APPLY 28TH NOV - 4TH 
DEC WHILE STOCKS LAST

£10.00
HALF PRICE
ACADEMY OF 
COLOUR LOOK 
BOOK
RRP: £20.00

£4.49
SAVE £2.00
NIVEA PREPARE TO 
ENERGISE BAG
RRP: £6.49

£6.50*
SAVE £9.24
CELINE DION BELONG 
30 ML EDT
RRP £15.74

£18.00
SAVE £10.00
JOOP HOMME 75ML AFTERSHAVE
RRP £28.00

£30.00
SAVE £10.00
REVLON MIRROR 
TOUCH CONTROL
WAS: £40.00

OR 2 
FOR 
£15

£10.00
HALF PRICE
VIDAL SASSOON DRYER 
CLASSIC 2000W 5818UK
WAS £20.00

We wish a Merry 
Christmas and a 

prosperous 2012 to 
all of our customers. 

Thank you for all your 
support. 

For online sales: 
www.isleofmullscallops.com 

For account customers: 
01688 302776 
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CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

Published on 15th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO 

FRIENDS FOR JUST £23

b c

ONLY £23 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel.....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

Local Origins Rural Network 

Local Producers 

Christmas
Fayre

Thursday 1st December
Victory Hall, Benderloch

10am to 3pm
5.30pm to 8pm

LOTS TO EAT AND DO
01631 720223

market@lorn.org.uk
lorncommunity.ning.com

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Thursday night > Ceilidh and Club 
til 2am, 

Saturday night > Club Night with DJ’s Stuart  
Skipinnish Celidh House and Mark,10.30-2am

Friday 2 December > Tim O Connor 
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 3 December > Tim O Connor 
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 9 December > Chris Suckle
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 10 December > Party night with Chris Suckle 
Markie Dans & Crooked Reel from 7.30pm

Saturday 3rd December > Pub Quiz Championship 
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel £2.50 per player 

Friday 9th December > Pool Competition 
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel Cash Prizes, 7pm 

Saturday 10th December > Tambo Park  and
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel Open Mic Night 

Saturday 31st December > Taste of Scotland 
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel Dinner Dance 

Sunday 1st January > General Knowledge Quiz  
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 1pm

Sunday 1st January > Glue Pot Race Night
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 8pm

festive

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Join us for Christmas family fun in Fearnoch Forest
Make your own Christmas tree decorations and 

Christmas wreaths, explore one of our forest trails, 
meet Santa and get your face painted.

Saturday 10th December, 11am until 2pm.
Fearnoch Forest Car park (between Connel and Taynuilt)

All children under 16yrs to be accompanied by an adult.
Wear warm clothes and sensible footwear.

Free Event suitable for all the family. Dogs on leads welcome.
No booking required

GET FESTIVE
In the forest

Any enquiries please contact: 01546 602518 
or e-mail: westargyll@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

www.forestry.gov.uk/christmas

From the city to 
the school room
Colin MacIntyre released 

the pseudonym of Mull 
Historical Society.

But his latest offering, 
City Awakenings, which 

airing on Mull next Tuesday, 
is expected to be a return to 
a more familiar sound, and 
surroundings.

Former school
Adding to the familiarity 

surrounding this much-an-
ticipated performance, Colin 
will perform in his former 
primary school classroom in 
An Tobar.

He explained: ‘I can’t wait 
to go back home. I’ll be 
bringing a full band with me 
and some of the local girls 
will be singing with me.

‘The room we’re perform-
ing in is my old classroom 

there!’

Water and Island albums 
under his own name, Colin 
will release City Awaken-
ings under the banner of 
Mull Historial Society, such 
are the similarities to the 
sounds of his debut album, 

a gold disc and national 
acclaim.

‘A few people around me 

new album and they reckon 
it sounds like Mull Histori-
cal Society for 2012.

‘As I was recording the 
new album it just sounded 
like it should be a Mull 
Historical Society record.

‘Loss was released 10 
years ago but certain things 

with that album and it seems 
like the right time to go back 
to that.

‘Besides, there is no real 
Mull Historical Society any 
more; they changed their 
name to Mull Historical and 
Archaeological Society.’

Loss, ‘Watching Xanadu’ 

was included on the nough-
ties shortlist in the recent 
STV series, Scotland’s 
Greatest Album, an ac-
colade Colin admits he was 

In contrast to his rural 
upbringing Colin’s latest 
offering is inspired by the 
bright lights of the city 

Lights, recalls memories of 
urban surroundings, from a 
childhood car journey to the 
mainland with his parents 

Mary’s Meals
It has been a busy year for 

the Muileach, who has also 
taken on a role as London 
co-ordinator for the Dal-
mally-based charity Mary’s 
Meals.

school meal to more than 
500,000 children across the 

to entice more of them to 
attend school.

Colin is spreading the 
word in the capital to attract 
more support, has organised 
a fundraising concert and 

with Capercaillie’s Donald 
Shaw, a former schoolmate 
of charity founder Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

City Awakenings will be 
released on January 23.

Mull Historical Society’s 
Colin MacIntyre will debut 
work from his latest album 

at a gig on Mull this week in 
familiar surroundings. 

Dance groups excel in sell-out show
Dancers from the Atlantis Dance Group were putting in the hours rehearsing ahead of their big show in Oban at the 
weekend. On Saturday, the Corran Halls welcomed ballet, street and Highland dancers for the Atlantis Dance Show, 

which was a sell-out event. The group put on a spectacular exhibition of contemporary and classical dance. 15_t47dance5

THE MAIN hall at 

Traditional country dance 
footed primary school pupils 
at the annual Lorn schools 
Scottish country dance to 
celebrate St Andrew’s Day.

The P5 - 7 pupils, along 
with their teachers and help-
ers represented Ardchattan, 
Barcaldine, Dalmally, 
Dunbeg, Easdale, Lismore, 
Lochnell, Luing, Park, St 
Columba’s, Strath of Appin 
and Taynuilt schools

Music for the dancing 
was by Oban accordionist 

Porter, teacher with The 
Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society (RSCDS) 
Lorn (Argyll) Branch, 

a reminder of their dance 
instructions.

-

Schools Co-ordinator for 
Primary Schools in the Lorn 
Area and Mrs Porter and was 
the accumulation of sessions 

was the introduction of 12 
senior pupils from Oban 
High School to assist in the 
dancing as part of a scheme 
to enhance their leadership 
skills.

Also present were Royal 
Scottish Country Dance 
Society chairwoman Ruth 
Beattie, chairman-elect John 

Pupils from primary schools throughout Lorn were put through their paces at the 
Scottish country dance in Atlantis Leisure. 16_t48dance01

Rotary Club of Oban Charter Dinner

The Rotary Club of Oban held its 62nd Charter Dinner recently at the Oban Bay Hotel, 
attended by 59 people. Guest speaker Alex Lochrie described himself as an artist 

and author, but it was his experiences as a member of the Foreign Legion, where he 
served in several of the world’s trouble spots, including the first Gulf War, that kept his 
audience spellbound. Pictured is the top table - Back Row Paul Brian (President, Rotary 

Club of Lochaber), Andy Less (Assistant Governor, District 1230), Ronnie Neil, Alex 
Lochrie (Guest Speaker), Sandy Taylor (President, Rotary Club of Mid Argyll). Front Row 

Mrs Liz Lees, Mrs Helen Brian, Ken Oxland, Mrs Lynda Oxland, Mrs Shona Neil (President, 
Oban Inner Wheel). 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender?

Gateway Group
Sat 3 Dec, 2-4pm

Oban Fire Station, Soroba Road
Friendly, supportive 

wee group,
new members welcome!

Contact Katrina:
07760 701 308

argyllandbute@waverleycare.org

Want to learn British 
Sign Language?

Come along to Deaf Action’s FREE 
taster session in the Church Centre, 

Glencuritten Road, Oban.
Tuesday 6th December 10.30-12pm
No prior knowledge or experience 

necessary
Contact Debbie Campbell

on 01838 200 841 
or argyllandbute@deafaction.org

For more information or to book 
your place

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
Seil Island Hall

Sunday, December 4
11am – 4pm

Need some Christmas 
Shopping ideas?

Many Festive Stalls to choose from!
Tea, Coffee, Home-Baking and Light 

Lunches available all day
Organised by Easdale 
School Parent Council 

& Seil Hall

Free Church of Scotland
Oban Free High Church

Coffee Morning 
& Baking Stall

Saturday 3rd December at 
10am – noon

In the Church Hall, 

Entry by donation
All welcome

In aid of church funds

Spotlight Musical Theatre Group

Cinderella
a pantomime by Graham Barraclough

1st, 2nd & 3rd December 7.30pm
Saturday Matinee 2.00pm

Christmas Craft Fair
Kilmartin House Museum
Saturday 3rd and Sunday 

4th December
11am to 4pm
Local crafts

Children’s activities
Lunches and refreshments

www.kilmartin.org for details

The friends of Crarae 
present

a Carol Concert
The Corran Singers
Furnace Village Hall 

Thursday 8th December 
7.30pm

Seasonal punch and mince 

Tickets £5 at the door 
Children free if accompanied by an adult

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

AGGIE
Very sweet and loves being fussed.  

Used to other dogs.
Please  contact Jean on 01631 566406
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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I AM TRYING TO TRACE 
STUART WILSON

I believe Stuart’s father is a farmer in 
The Oban Times coverage. Stuart worked 

for the Environment Agency in Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire.

I need Stuart’s help with information he 
has to help with my planning application to 

Gloucester County Council.
Any help would be most appreciated.

Michael Howells, Colethrop Court Farm, 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/03802/FUL

11/04129/PIP

11/04185/FUL

11/04212/FUL

11/04227/FUL

11/04259/FUL

11/04264/PIP

Development Address

Land 80m South West of
Heatherbank
Strontian
Acharacle

Land 90m NE of Ardlarach
Letterfinlay
Spean Bridge

Tigh Beag
Arisaig

The Falconry
Morar
Mallaig

Rhu-Mor
2 Duror
Appin

Land 15m North of 
Camusantallen Cottages
Arisaig

9 Seaview Grazings
Strontian
Acharacle

Proposal Description

Renewal of planning
consent (08/00254/
OUTLO)

Erection of house (amended 
access to 11/00567/PIP)

Demolition of wooden 
house and erection of new 
house

Extensions to house

Alterations & extension 
to house

Erection of house

Erection of house - renewal 
of 08/00458/OUTLO

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Three quarters of an acre of 
woodland at Croabh Haven, Argyll.  

An open space protection area 
subject to a Tree Preservation Order.

Interested parties should contact 
Messrs. Macpherson Maguire 

Cook, Solicitors, 19 Waterloo Street, 
Glasgow G2 6BP (Ref: AHM/KM) 
0141-221 6913 for further details.

From 1 April 2012, NHS Highland and The Highland 
Council are bringing staff together into integrated teams to 
work with children and families and with people who use 
community care services.

HOW WILL THIS HELP PEOPLE WHO USE SERVICES?
Integrated teams can make decisions more quickly, allowing 

have one person responsible for arranging and coordinating 
the services you use. The service will adapt to meet changing 
needs.

FIND OUT MORE
An update on the development of planning for integration 
will be given at a public meeting in:

Ben Nevis Hotel 
North Road, Fort William 
7 December 2011 at 7pm

All Welcome

Tel: 01463 706751 
Email: p4i@highlandlife.net

www.highlandlife.net/p4i 

Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure)

(Scotland) Regulations 2008
Planning Application

Pre-Application Consultation
BSW Timber is conducting pre-application consultation on the 

following development proposal:
K2 Sawmill at Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William PH33 7AP

Further information can be obtained from:- 
Mr Andy Rogers, BSW Timber, Corpach, Fort William PH33 7NH

Tel: 01397 772 455 (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm)
A public consultation will be held at:-

The Moorings Hotel
Wednesday 7th December 2011, 4pm – 8pm 

& Treslaig Hall 
Monday 12th December 2011, 4pm – 8pm

Anyone wishing to comment on the proposal should do so by writing to:- 
Mr Scott Donald

Kearney Donald Partnership, Hillside House, Belford Road
Fort William, PH33 6BT by 4th January 2012

PLEASE NOTE – No application has been submitted to the 
Highland Council in relation to this proposal.  Any comments made 

to the prospective applicant at this time are not representations 
to the Council and would not be considered as part of any future 
application.  If the prospective applicant subsequently submits a 

formal application for planning permission there will be an opportunity 
to make representations on that application to the Council.

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold prime cattle 
and prime sheep at its 
Stornoway Christmas Show 
and Sale kindly sponsored 
by the Lewis and Harris 
Cattle Group and judged by 
R Smith Butcher of Francis 
Street, Stornoway.

Overall champion, reserve 

by D M MacLeod Esq, 1 
Gress, Back, Isle of Lewis, 

coming from A M Ferguson 

wick, Stornoway.
Prime bullocks averaged 

244.2p and sold to 260p 
per kg and £1,469.00 for a 
565kg Charolais cross from 
D M MacLeod, 1 Gress, 
Back.

Prime heifers averaged 
197.4p and sold to 250p per 

kg and £1,475.00 for a 590kg 
Charolais cross also from D 
M MacLeod, 1 Gress.

The champion pen of 

Blackface lambs, second 

of Continental cross lambs 

Continental cross lambs all 
came from Mrs A MacKay, 
1 Eordale, Ness, Isle of 
Lewis.

Reserve champion pen of 

of Continental cross lambs 
came from A MacIver Esq, 
15 Vatisker, Isle of Lewis 

Blackface lambs was from 
D J Murray Esq, 7B Shader 
Point, Isle of Lewis.

Prime bullocks averaged 
244.2p and sold to 260p per 
kg and £1,469.00.

Prime heifers averaged 
197.4p and sold to 250p per 

kg and £1,475.00.
Lambs averaged 178.8p 

and sold to 227.3p per kg 

faces from 1 Eordale, Ness, 
Isle of Lewis.

Vatisker, Isle of Lewis sold 
to £85, 204.8p; Cross lambs 
from 8 Swainbost, Ness to 
£83, 182.4p and Blacfaces 
from 30A Aiginish, Isle of 
Lewis to £74, and to 181.6p 
per kilo 7B Shader, Point.

STORNOWAY 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks 
up to 200kg – 3 Hushinish, Isle 
of Harris, £380, 194.9p; 

of Lewis, £500, 46 Borve, 
Barvas, 153.5p; 

Ness, £570, 203.2p; 

of Lewis, £600, 178.0p; 

Barvas, £510, 129.8p; 

Bernera, £740, 161.2p.
Heifers 
up to 200kg – 1 Obbe Road, 
£360, 7 Tobson, Bernera, 
180.9p; 

214.0p; 

Isle of Lewis, £500, 12 Lionel, 
182.5p; 

134.1p; 

Isle of Lewis, £390, 108.6p; 

Ness, £670, 153.0p.
OTM cows:
Lionel, (AAX), £500; 6 
Garyvard, Isle of Lewis, 
(ShoX), £390.
Sheep
Store lambs: 
Cheviot: 9 East Street, 
Stornoway, £51; 
Blackface: 20 Habost, Ness, 
£50; 
Cross: 21 Coll, Back, £45; 
SuffolkX: 9 East Street, 
Stornoway, £45; 

£45.
Ewes: 

Stornoway, £51; 
Blackface: West View, £48; 

Lewis, £47.
Rams: 
Suffolk: Ropework Park, £120; 
Blackface: The Cottage, 
Garrynahine, £120; 
Cheviot:47 Back, Isle of Lewis, 
£110; 

Feeding sheep: 
Blackface: 37 Arnol, £57.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd  sold 46 store 
cattle, two breeding cattle 

tle, plus 515 store sheep at 
Stornoway last week when a 

all sold very well and sheep 
of all classes met a very 
strong demand.

Bullocks averaged 161.3p 
and sold to 225.2p per kg for 
500kg Charolais cross from 
2A Back, Isle of Lewis and 
£840 for 530kg Aberdeen 
Angus cross from 100 Cross 
Skigersta Road, Point, Isle of 
Lewis.

Heifers averaged 150.9p 
and sold to 225.0p per kg for 
a 160kg Limousin crosses 

burgh, and £800 for a 657kg 
Charolais from 100 Cross 
Skigersta Road. 

for a Charolais cross from 42 
South Bragar, Barvas. 

OTM cows sold to 108p 
per kg for a 463kg Aberdeen 
Angus cross cow from 
Lionel, Ness, and £540 for 
a 649kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from 22 Ballantrushal, 
Isle of Lewis.  

Lambs sold to £130 for 
Suffolks from Ropework 
Park, Stornoway.

faces from 3 Ardhasaig, Isle 
of Harris. 

Gimmers sold to £40 for 
Blackfaces from West View, 
Tarbert.

Rams sold to £140 for a 
Cheviot from Ropework 
Park.

Feeding sheep sold to 
£59 for Blackfaces from 37 
Arnol, Isle of Lewis.

ing 5540 lambs averaging 

and 1504 ewes and rams at 
Stirling last Thursday.

Alticane sold to £112 and 
to 229p per kilo Craigend, 
while Suffolks from South 
Brownhill sold to £98 and 

more.

ders sold Charollais lambs 
to £94.50 and 210p per 
kilo Mains of Struie, while 

Markethill sold Mules to 
£87 while Dunruchan had 
Blackfaces to £86.

Ewes sold to £139 for 

Kilkeddan sold Bluefaced 
Leicesters to £108.50.

Rams from Carriston 

folks from Balminnoch to 
£132.50.

Prime rates 
slip back on 
the week

Suffolk
lambs  sell 
to £130 at 
Stornoway

Back bullock is Isle of Lewis Christmas sale champion

VITAL discussions over the 
future of the Jura Passenger 

Promise
The announcement comes 

cil urged the government to 

the struggling ferry service, 
which has been described 
as a ‘lifeline’ to islanders.

The service, which runs 

lich throughout the summer 
is the only direct link 
between the island and the 
mainland.

Argyll and Bute Council 
gave the Jura Passenger 

payment of £24,000 in June 
to safeguard the passenger 
only service this summer. 

the ferry in summer 2012. 

ing held earlier this year, 
the council said MSPs had 
suggested the government 
would fund the service in 
2012.

Robin Currie, Argyll and 
Bute Council’s spokesman 
for island affairs, said: ‘At 
that meeting, there was a 

very strong message given 
from the MSPs that if the 

tion of the Jura Passenger 
Ferry in 2011, the Scottish 
Government would help 
with the funding in future 
years.

‘This is a vital service, 
which is a lifeline to the 
Jura community. 

‘The council kept its side 

money to ensure that the 

spite the fact that all those 
involved acknowledge that 
funding this service is not a 

matter for the council.’

funding for the service, 
Keith Brown, Minister for 
Housing and Transport, 
said: ‘I am sympathetic to 
strengthening Jura’s ferry 
service and I plan to discuss 
this with Argyll and Bute 
Council. 

‘Proposals regarding this 
service and others will be 
clear in the draft Ferries 

cation before Christmas.’
Welcoming the news, Rob 

ment Trust said he was 
hopeful the minister would 

sustain the service for the 

mented.
‘It is the only strategic 

route that we have between 
Jura and the mainland 
and it has proved itself for 
the amount of subsidy it 
requires. 

‘We have found that for 
every £1 of subsidy the Jura 

Mr Darroch said. 
‘What we are talking 

about here is £35,000; it’s 
a very small subsidy for a 
ferry service.’

Jura passenger ferry service may have a future 
as Minister for Transport confi rms fund meeting

Oban’s Dunmar Court has 
been brightened up thanks 

gardener.  
Andy MacDowall has 

planted 93 metres of raised 

climbing rose. 

munity support assistant 
at Dunmar Court, said 
residents are delighted to 
have the bed planted with 
low maintenance, beautiful 
shrubs and plants. ‘It’s in a 
nice courtyard where they 
can sit and enjoy the sun 
and we have enough money 
left over to buy some garden 
furniture,’ she said. 

The work was made 
possible by grants from 
MacQueen’s Charitable 

nity Housing Association. 
‘Thanks very much for 

ity,’ Anne added. ‘Without 
them, it just wouldn’t have 
been possible.’ 

Andy MacDowall said he 

had a number of helpers, 
including Kinlochlaich 
and Cakebreads Garden 
Centres, which provided 
discount plants, and David 
Black, Oban’s hospital 
gardener. He added: ‘It is 
nice to see all the residents 
having a place where they 
can go out and sit and enjoy 
themselves.’

ENGINEERS are still 
investigating an incident 
that closed the A85 between 
Oban and Dunbeg for nine 

day.
Motorists contacted Oban 

police after they noticed 
the surface of the road was 
blistering following heavy 
rainfall. The road was shut to 

an inspection and remained 
closed until 8am on Sunday 
morning. 

A spokesman for Scotland 
TranServ, which maintains 
the road and carried out 

stretch of road, said: ‘While 
the root cause of the incident 
is still under investigation 
the weather appears to have 

A85 closed for 
nine hours as 
weather aff ects 
road surface

Andy MacDowall with Ruth MacDonald and Anne Ferguson, of Dunmar Court, receiving a cheque from Anne MacDon-
ald, a volunteer at MacQueen’s Community Charity Shop 15_t48dunmar01

Oban sheltered housing residents

Two arrests 
after texts
arrested by Oban police for 

sages to a woman. 

iff Court last Wednesday.
Meanwhile, in an unrelated 

arrested and charged on 
November 21, for sending 

messages to a woman. 
He appeared from custody 

at Oban Sheriff Court last 
Tuesday, November 22. 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02160/PP Erection of wind turbine (46.9 metres high) 
and formation of temporary access track.

Land South of Ardteatle 
Cottage Dalmally 
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AT

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

11/02170/PP Construction of 2.5m wide tarmacadam foot/
cycle path including installation of access 
control bollard and dropped kerbs and erection 
of stock-proof fencing, safety handrail and 
cycle shelter.

Dalmally Community 
Centre Dalmally 
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AX

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

11/02273/PP Siting of chalet for ancillary accommodation 
(Retrospective).

Glenforsa Hotel Glenforsa 
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA72 6JW

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

11/02278/PP Change of use of footway to removable 
patio area

Cuan Mor 60 George Street 
Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5SD

Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

11/02209/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with attached 
muniments room, installation of septic tank 
and formation of new vehicular access

Land South West of 
Barcaldine Castle
Benderloch Oban Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

11/02261/PP Erection of two storey extension. Bishops House Isle of Iona 
Argyll and Bute PA76 6SJ

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

11/02201/PP Change of use from Class 4 Business to Class 1 
Shop and Class 6 Storage or Distribution

2 Colonsay Business Units 
Dunoran Scalasaig Isle of 
Colonsay Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

11/02282/PP Erection of extension to existing sunroom. Claverhouse Glenegedale
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA42 7AS 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.  
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS, 1985
NOTICE is hereby given that the Audited Financial Statements of Argyll and Bute Council for the year to 31st March 2011 
together with the Audit Certificate, is available for public inspection during ordinary business hours at the undernoted 
main offices and libraries of the Council.
The annual accounts can also be viewed on the Argyll & Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Copies of the Financial Statements will be available to any interested persons on application to the Head of Strategic 
Finance, Argyll & Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Sally Loudon, Chief Executive
Offices of the Council:
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; Dalriada House, Lochgilphead; Hill Street, 
Dunoon; Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Rothesay; Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh; 
Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours).

Libraries of the Council:
Lochgilphead Library, Manse Brae, Argyll Street, Dunoon; Aqualibrium, Campbeltown; Albany Street, Oban; Moat Centre, 
Rothesay; Barmore Road, Tarbert; West King Street, Helensburgh; Main Street, Cardross; Primary School, Rosneath; 
Highland Avenue, Sandbank.
N.B. Please check with individual libraries for opening hours

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 302083 or on her mobile 07912 949 073.  
She can also be contacted by email on mary-jean.devon@arygll-bute.gov.uk 
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689  
or email – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk



Buyers should note where standardised 
silhouettes are used they do not accurately 

represent the vehicle being sold
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W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Red, Delivery Mileage.........................£9,295
58 Renault Laguna Exp DCI 150 Black, 21,000 miles ..........................£8,750
61 Renault Twingo Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Silver, Delivery Mileage ..................£7,995
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, Delivery Mileage ...................£9,695
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.2 TCE Estate, Black, 15,000 miles ....................£9,850
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles ..........................£9,650
58 Peugeot Partner Tepee, 1.6 hdi, Grey, 9,700 miles .........................£9,250
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 33,000 miles......................£8,750
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 19,000 Miles ...........................................£7,950
07 Renault Megane HB GT DCI 150 5 Dr, Black, 23,500 miles .......................£6,750
59 Renault Twingo GT TCE 100, 3dr, Blue, 27,500 miles.....................£6,750
10 plate Peugeot Partner Origin 1.4 Silver, 21,000 miles .....................£6,650
57 Renault Megane Exp. GTi 106 Estate, Silver, 35,000 miles..............£5,950
08 Renault Kangoo Exp. 1.2, Silver, 43,000 miles................................£5,850
08 Renault Clio Freeway, 3Dr HB, Blue, 8300 miles............................£5,750
58 Toyota Aygo, 5dr, Silver, 42,500 miles ............................................£5,495
07 Renault Clio Exp., 1.4, 3Dr, Red 47,000 miles ...............................£4,995
56 Renault Megane Dyn 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, silver ...........................£4,250
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ..................................£4,750
54 Renault Megane Estate 1.9 DCi, Blue, 76,000 miles.......................£3,500

COMMERCIALS

09 Renault Kangoo, new shape, white ......................................... £6750+vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver................................. £8,000 + vat
54 Mitsubishi L200 Warrior, LWB, club cart pick up, 74,000 miles .......£5,850
54 Ford Transit, 2.0 Diesel, SWB HR, 49,000 miles................... £4,000 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

www.bennevismotors.co.uk
Check out our website for full list of used cars available to buy.

10 Ford Deffstyle Camper Van 
7 Berth Massive Spec Shower TV Only 7,000 Miles .............................................................................£26,950
08 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec 
Panther Black 1 Owner Heated Windscreen Alloys...............................................................................£14,995
58 V.W Golf 2.0 GTi 
5dr Black Full Leather Golf R Wheels Only 26,000 Miles Stunning.....................................................£13,995
08 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi Ghia 
Panther Black 1 Owner 7 Seats................................................................................................................£13,995
59 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 
5dr Silver 1 Owner Only 13,000 Miles £30 Road Tax ! ......................................................................... £11,495
59 Ford Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 
5dr Panther Black 1 Owner Only 20,000 Miles Immaculate ................................................................£10,995
57 Ford Mondeo 2.3 Auto Ghia 
Silver Full Leather 1 Owner Stunning Car 28,000 Miles.......................................................................£10,495
58 Ford Focus 1.6 Titanium Estate 
1 Owner Privacy Glass Only 26,000 Miles Alloys....................................................................................£8,495
58 Ford Focus Estate 1.8 TDCi Zetec 
1 Owner Alloys Heated Windscreen CD Player A/C.................................................................................£7,995
04 Audi TT 1.8 Turbo Quattro 
185 Black Heated Seats Alloys Low Mileage Stunning Condition......................................................... £7,495
57 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Sporthatch SXi 
CD Alloys A/C Only 39,000 Miles...............................................................................................................£6,495
07 Ford C-Max 1.8 LX 
Red Electric Windows Remote Central Locking A/C...............................................................................£4,995
07 VW Passat 2.0 TDi 
4dr Silver 1 Owner Alloys A/C CD Player Great Economy......................................................................£4,995
54 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Finesse 
5dr Silver Central Locking Power Steering CD player.............................................................................£3,495
02 VW Polo 1.2 
5dr Blue Power Steering Only 51,000 Miles Immaculate.......................................................................£3,295

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2005 VAUXHALL ASTRA CDTI 1.9 5DR GREY 81,000 MILES .......... £4,600
2004 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 3DR BLUE 73,346 MILES........................... £2,975
2004 FORD FIESTA LX 1.25 3DR BLUE 72,400 .................................. £2,875
2003 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 5DR BLUE 76,000 MILES .................. £2,650
2003 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 CLUB 3DR BLUE 46,000 MILES ....... £2,495
2001 VAUXHALL ASTRA LS 1.4 5DR SILVER .................................... £1,550
2001 VAUXHALL ASTRA EST 1.6 103,000 MILES TO CLEAR ............ £795
MOT0 X BIKE KXF 250 2005 READY TO RACE ................................. £1,650

FORD FOCUS TDCI 1.8 
ZETEC DIESEL

£6300 o.n.o.

CLIMATE PACK, 2007 57’ PLATE, 3DR, METALLIC BLUE, 38k 
MILES, FSH, TAX AND MOT’D 1 YEAR, ALLOYS, CD PLAYER, 

HEATED QUICKCLEAR WINDSCREEN, EXCELLENT CONDITION

Tel: 07920 116297

£800

(99 model) Trail bike
Excellent runner, 

Tax & MOT till October 2012
Good condition for age, very economical

Electric start, new battery.
Set of full off-road tyres/wheels available

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

302646

HONDA XLR 
200R

£750 o.n.o.

T Reg
3 door hatchback
1 year Mot and 

Insurance.
Telephone: 

01770 (Arran) 
820239

PEUGEOT
106

AUDI A3 S LINE TDI
QUATTRO

£10995 o.n.o.

5 door hatchback, 2litre diesel in metalic blue
first registered 12/12/07, 1 owner from new

31000 miles, Full years MOT TAXED till Jan 12

Contact 07979867870 Glencoe

RENAULT
ESPACE

£2600 o.n.o.

2lt, 7 seater, MOT’d and taxed, 
drives like new, good condition.

Tel: 07515105472

FIAT SCUDO VAN 
2005

£3000 o.n.o.

Diesel, 61,000 miles, Taxed 31st March 2012, 
Mot October 2012, Tow bar, Wood lined, 2 seats in rear, 

Can be removed, Very useful.

Tel: 01880 740287 / 07786 986896

£1800

Only 2 former keepers
10,800 kilomoters
MOT August 2012 

Tax July 2012 
Red and Black

Good standard condition.

Contact
07979 272549

KAWASAKI ZX6R
2000

£7000

2litre, 57 Plate
34000 Miles

12 months MOT 
6 months road tax

Immaculate condition.

Contact
01688 302287

FORD FOCUS 
TITANIUM TDCI

FIAT 500L, 1972

£6000

This is a beautiful wee car, which is 39 years old, thus it’s becoming quite a collector’s Item. 
I have been the proud owner for more than 6 years. The Car has a sunroof everything works 

well. Full MOT road tax exempt, lovely little car runs like a dream, good inside and out.  Tyres 
are in good condition, had some new parts fitted in the engine 2 years ago, which is in perfect 

condition. The car is in good overall condition, although there are some minor blemishes because 
he is 39 year old car.  You are also welcome to view this car by appointment.

Tel: 07787324792

£2300 o.n.o.

85,000 miles, 
sat nav, alloys, 

7 months tax & MOT,
07 plate, black, 5dr.

Telephone: 
01631 565 482

VECTRA 1.8i
16V SRI

CITROEN C4 1.6, 16V
VTR COUPE

£2450

2005 (05 reg), Coupe, 70,100 miles, Manual, 1.6L, Petrol
70,000 miles, Citroen C4, 1. 6 vtr in excellent condition with cruise control, speed limiter, air con 
+ + + taxed until April 2012 and M.O.T’d until September 2012. 3 Door Coupe, Grey, Petrol, 
Manual, PAS, Trip computer, Service indicator, Side airbags, Immobiliser, Solid Paint. A lovely car 

and great to drive. Only selling as self-employment requires that I buy a van.
Tel: 01967 421683 or 07711550960

email: mcmont53@gmail.com

£850 o.n.o.

X reg (2000 model), 5 door 
petrol, tow bar fitted, run 
daily, service history, tidy 
motor for year, taxed and 

tested Feb 2012.

Telephone: 
01866 833243 or 

07976 553272

CITROEN XSARA
PICASSO 1600CC SX

WANTED ALL 
TYPES OF 4 X 4 

VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, 

anything considered.  
We also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone 
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

2

£2500

2004
Excellent condition inside 

and out
Low mileage, 43k.

Taxed and Mot

Telephone: 
01770 830219

ASTRA ESTATE
1.7L DIESEL

£3395 o.n.o.

56reg, 
only 16,250 miles

First to view will buy.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran)

700466

PEUGEOT 206 SW
1.4 VERVE

£1250 – Priced to sell…

1 years MOT
6 month TAX

110k miles – recent full service
Too many new parts to mention

Superb work horse in great condition

Contact
Mark/Russell 01770 

700308 / 602

PEUGEOT PARTNER
HDI 52 PLATE

£1700 + VAT

1997, one owner, 
great condition for age, 

only 80,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01586 551196 or 

01586 552024

TOYOTA
HILUX 4X4

Top of the Range
Sat nav,air con,cd auto 

changer.
2001, Taxed and Motd

Seven seater
Good clean condition

Telephone: 
07500 786612

TOYOTA PREVIA
CDX VVTI AUTO

£2500 o.n.o.

£1400

Diesel, 5-Door, 2001, 
Metallic Blue, 115000 miles, 

MOT Feb 2012, Tax June 
2012.  Super Runner, Airbags 

and Power Steering etc.

Contact
Susie on 

01631 720114

FORD FOCUS,
1.8 TDi

TOYOTA HIACE 280 
SWB 2005

£4400

ONE OWNER,ONLY 52,100 MILES. 
M.O.T. TILL JULY 2012, TAXED TILL JUNE 2012

CONTACT: 01631 564176 OR 
07799692072

£1600 o.v.n.o.

04 plate 
Taxed and Mot’d. 
Good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 730617

FORD MONDEO
ZETEC

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes



Thursday 1 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 29RECRUITMENT/PROPERTY

Are looking to recruit an Electrician to carry 
out Electrical Installation’s, Maintenance work 

and Periodic inspecting in compliance with 
17th Edition regulations

For Further information please contact us on 
01397 702722 or send CV to 

info@macraildandsmith.co.uk

The Special EU Programmes 
Body is the Managing Authority 
for the European Union’s 
INTERREG IVA Programme.

PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR
Fixed Term Appointment until September 2013 (with 
the possibility of extension)
Salary £19,203 - £22,126 pro rata per annum

We are seeking an enthusiastic individual who will 
provide administrative support to the Inter-regional 
EU-funded ‘INIS Hydro’ (Ireland, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland) Project.  The ideal candidate will be an admin-
istrator who has worked in a similar environment with 
good communication and interpersonal skills.  You will 

and be able to work to deadlines.

This post is four days per week.

CONTRACTS ADMINISTRATOR
Fixed Term Appointment until September 2013 (with 
the possibility of extension)
Salary £19,203 - £22,126 pro rata per annum

We are seeking an enthusiastic individual who enjoys a 
challenge. The successful candidate will provide support 
on our projects.  The ideal candidate will be a contracts 
administrator who has worked in a similar environment 
with good communication and interpersonal skills.  You 
will have general accounting and contract management 
skills and be able to work to deadlines.

This post is one day per week.

If you are interested in either of the above posts please 
contact Human Resources on 01631 559000 or email 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications is 
12pm Thursday 15th December 2011

Interviews will be held on Monday 19th December 2011

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), 
has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

Forest Craftsperson
Isle of Mull
£18,445 - £19,880 
To apply, please visit our website
www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

0131 314 6573 or
louise.burnett@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

Closing date: Monday 12 December 2011.
No recruitment agencies please.
We are committed to providing equal opportunities 
for all sectors of our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

Earn substantial 
income by working 

scheduled time.
Job comes with 
allowances and other 

can make your dreams 
come true. Must be 

If you are interested 
and need more 
information, contact us 
via richyward1470@
gmail.com

Hatchery Technician
Meridian Salmon Group is the largest supplier of salmon eggs 
and smolts in the UK.
We are looking to recruit a hatchery technician to join our 
small team, based mainly at Cairndow in Argyll, but you will 
be expected to work at our other sites when required.  There 
will also be a requirement to spend some days at sea on board 
boats for smolt delivery
You will preferably have hatchery experience and be prepared to 
participate in the one-in-four week on-call/ weekend rota during 
which time you will have to be resident in the village (on-call 
accommodation can be provided).
A flexible approach to working hours is necessary. Some technical 
knowledge would be an advantage, but not essential.  A driving 
licence is essential to this post. 
The successful candidate will receive an excellent remuneration 
package which includes on-call allowance, a generous pension 
scheme and target-driven bonus.
Please send your applications in writing to:
Violet McDougall, Lakeland Smolt Ltd, Tigh MhicLeoid, 
3 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8JL
Email: violet.mcdougall@meridiansalmon.com

Published by The Oban Times Group 
Applications are invited for the post of:

JUNIOR
REPORTER

Based in Lochgilphead
We want to hear from you if you have: 

•  The appropriate experience and qualifi cation 

in journalism

•  Shorthand  

•  Ambition and enthusiasm 

•  Talent, self motivation and commitment 

•  A full current driving licence

•  Knowledge of Argyll an advantage

We off er a good, competitive salary, excellent benefi ts 

and great working conditions. Please apply by email 

with full C.V. and contact details to: 

personnel@obantimes.co.uk

The Highlands’ Biggest Selling 
Weekly Newspaper

We want to hear from you if you have: 

• The appropriate experience and qualifi cation in 

 journalism

• Shorthand  

• Ambition and enthusiasm 

• Talent, self motivation and commitment 

• A full current driving licence

• Knowledge of the West Highlands and Argyll 

 an advantage

We off er a good, competitive salary, excellent 

benefi ts and great working conditions. Please 

apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 

personnel@obantimes.co.uk

Applications are invited for the post of:

QUALIFIED 
REPORTER

Based in Oban 

G McNaughton & Son
Lochgilphead

HGV Mechanic required 
for busy workshop

Must be able to work well on own 
initiative and as part of a team

Please call or email for further details
Telephone 01546 602389 

email janet@gmcnaughtonandson.co.uk

Closing date: 16 December 2011.
To apply visit our website

Catering Assistant 
£6.96 per hour Oban Ref: CTF00919
10 hrs per week
Oban Primary Campus

01546 604048

Driver Escort
£7.84 per hour Mull Ref: CTF00951
Temporary 7.5 hrs per week

01546 604048

Reserve School Crossing Patroller
£6.36 per hour Campbeltown Ref: DVR00151
Variable hours

01546 604048

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

With over 5,000 employees across the UK and Europe, Aggregate Industries are a 
leading force in the supply of construction materials to the UK and Europe.

As a Coxswain, you will be required to operate our passenger boats transporting 
personnel to and from Glensanda, crew the Rose of Lorne supply barge and operate 
or crew line boats during ship berthing. In addition you will assist with maintenance, 
depot duties and must have a positive, safety conscious approach to your work. 
The role requires a Boat Masters Licence with passenger endorsement, or equivalent. 

Visit www.aggregate.com/Employment/Current-Job-Vacancies for full details and 
to apply online, please quote reference number 004824.

Closing date: 22 December 2011. 

A Sunday Times Best Green Company 2010.

We believe in Equal Opportunities for all employees.

Coxswain
Glensanda Quarry, Oban                       Attractive salary & benefits package

TWO BEDROOM 

GROUND FLOOR 

FLAT IN A GOOD 

TENEMENT 

AVAILABLE IN 

DECEMBER.
Campbeltown 

£300 pcm; references 

and deposit required.  

Phone 01848 200364

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

COTTAGE FOR RENT
at Morar’s Silver 

Sands. 2 bedrooms; 
furnished; available 

for short or long-term 
rental. £500/month. 
References will be 

required.
Contact

tougalneil@aol.co.uk
for further details/
photographs etc.

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers over 
£45,000

Ground Floor Flat, Roy Place, 
29 High Street, Campbeltown

substantial three storey tenement building 
convenient for all local amenities.
Two garages, stores, potting shed and 
large area of  garden ground included.

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

• Two public rooms
• Galley Kitchen
• Two bedrooms

• Box Room
• Bathroom

West Coast property service

12 Barochan Place, Campbeltown

own back and front door.

Good sized lounge, kitchen/diner, 
double bedroom and shower 
room.

time buyers.
Fixed price 

£85,000

Please call 01586 550480 after 7pm.

LARGE FLAT 
TO LET

CAMPBELTOWN

Four bedroom 
with gas central 

Telephone 
07540 399569

TO LET, 28ft x 22ft 
Industrial Unit,

Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban,
Quick entry available

 Tel 07746186436

COMMERCIAL

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

(maternity cover – 9 months)
Salary £19,203 - £22,126

We are seeking someone with excellent organisational and planning 
skills, who can lead others through the administration maze.  The main 
purpose of the job will be to provide the Academic Registry function 
for SAMS, an Academic Partner of the University of the Highlands and 
Islands (UHI).  Key aspects of the role include the administration of 
student information systems, dealing with student-related issues, or-
ganisation of recruitment events, and provision of general administrative 
support for education activities.

For further information and to apply for this position online, go to:  
www.smi.ac.uk  Alternatively, please write to: Human Resources, 

for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or 
e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk

Closing date: 12pm Thursday 15th December 2011
Interviews will be held on Tuesday 20th December 2011

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal 
opportunities policy and welcomes applications from all sections of the 

community.

SHOWROOM AND
STORE UNIT

TO LET
Adjacent to 

Hazelbank Motors
Contact Iain for further details

Tel: 07795 972665

TO LET

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

We are currently seeking to appoint a Group Duty Manager to provide 
a high standard of customer care and management for the Argyll 
Hostels Group. 
The Group Duty Manager will support the Group Manager in the day to 
day running of Oban Hostel and the Argyll Group, including deputising 
for the Group Manager during their absence, overseeing the varied 
operational requirements of the Hostel whilst assuring the highest 
standards of customer service, hygiene and safety standards. Suitable 
candidates will be committed to providing outstanding customer service, 
strong leadership and supervisory skills, excellent communication skills 
and commercial awareness.  Experience in a similar role within hospitality, 
tourism or service industry, as well as good understanding of Health and 
Safety at work, catering experience and IT literacy will be essential. Travel 
and overnight stays will be expected to the hostels within the Group.
Full information of this position, job description and application form 
are available on our website. Please visit www.hostellingscotland.com 
and forward your application form, noting your current salary/salary 
expectation, with covering letter to Argyll Group Manager, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5AF or argyllgroupmanager@syha.org.uk.    
Closing date is 12/Dec/11.  
Interviews held early January 2012.
SYHA has a commitment to Equal Opportunities and Diversity.
Scottish Youth Hostels Association (also known as SYHA Hostelling 
Scotland) is a registered Scottish charity, No. SC013138 and a 
company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland, No. SC310841, 
Registered Office 7 Glebe Crescent, Stirling FK8  2JA. 

Job Title: Argyll Group Duty 
Manager  (REF: OBAN16711)
Contract: Permanent 
Accommodation: Live-in 
accommodation can be considered 
(note:  there will be a small weekly fee).
Location: Oban Youth Hostel, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, PA34
Hours per week: 40 hours a week 
with varying shifts.



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

Ruaraidh Neish: 07821 582742
Ricky Duffy: 07923 223668
Email: tree.monkeys@yahoo.co.uk

All aspects of tree work...
• Felling
• Pruning
• Dismantling
• Windblown
• Tree Removal

Fully Certified and Insured

tree surgeons

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

window blinds

plumbing & heating

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1200

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

V MacArthur
6 Dalrigh, Oban

D Smith
Port Charlotte, Islay

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.
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BABY EQUIPMENT
BATH, BOWL N MAT brand 

MAMA & PAPA BABY BATH 

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

CAR ACCESSORIES

CARAVAN EQUIPMENT

CATERING EQUIPMENT

CD’S, DVD’S AND 
VIDEOS

CHRISTMAS

indoor and outdoor use.  Never 

CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

and 3 x t-shirts, all Thomas the 

COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

months old, hardly used, 

DOMESTIC PETS

EQUESTRIAN

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

grain and brass handles, 
traditional style in good 

no  mattress.  One year old and 

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

, regulator ,gas bottle, hardly 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS

HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

layers, very quiet, delivery to 

MAIL ORDER

MARINE UNDER £250

MISCELLANEOUS

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

PET ACCESSORIES

POWER TOOLS

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

TICKETS FOR SALE

TOYS AND GAMES

 WANTED

WJS
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Tel: 07920 111400 or 01852 300077
email:wilhelmsander@btinternet.com

Project Management • General Building
Groundworks • Drainage • Mini Digger Hire

construction services

carpentry & joinery



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 4 December 2011

Advent 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 4 December 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

GRADUATIONS

Paula Brook
Graduated from Langside College with an HNC in 

Social Care.

Christine Kennedy Adams RGN, Dip(High) Nursing 
(Adult) graduated with a Bachelor of Science Nursing 
Studies, from the University of the West of Scotland.  
Christine is employed by NHS Highland at the Lorn 

and Islands Hospital, Oban.

Sound Production at Argyll College UHI.  Rosie runs 

to thank all her staff for their support and hard work 
that allowed her to attend college for 5 months earlier 

this year. 

Mammie Cameron, Inion Farm, By Oban, graduated 

a Bachelor of Nursing with Distinction in Adult 
Nursing. Former pupil of Ardchattan Primary and 
Oban High School. Daughter of Donald and Kate.

Amanda Morrison graduated from Oatridge College 
with a HNC in Agriculture.  Amanda is the daughter 

of Neil and Lorraine Morrison, Isle of Mull.  She 
is a former pupil of Lochdon Head Primary and 

Tobermory High School. Amanda is now employed 
by Harbro Ltd.

DEATHS
CANN - Peacefully at 
the Gilbert Bain Hospital, 
Shetland, in his 67th 

son of Agnes Robertson 
(38 Glencruitten Drive).
A cremation service will 
take place at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Thursday  
December 1, 2011 at 
2pm where all friends are 
welcome.  Will be sorely 
missed.
CLAYTON-MITCHELL 
-  Jessica  ( Mackenzie of 
Roshven and Ardnish) died 
peacefully surrounded by 
her family on Monday, 
November 21, 2011 after a 
short illness. Beloved wife 
of Jason, loving mother of 
Simon, Penny and Hilary. 
Dearest grandmother of 
Sophie, Bella, Sandy, Susie 
and Emily. The Funeral 
Service will be held on 
Monday, December 5, at 11 
a.m. at St Modoc’s Church, 
George Street, Doune 
FK16  6BZ.
MACKENZIE      –  
Peacefully at Inverclyde 
Royal Hospital on Thursday 
November 24, 2011, Kate 
(Catherine), beloved 
daughter of the late Alex 
and Mary, dearly loved 
sister of Morag, sister-
in-law of Callum, loving 
cousin of Lorraine and 
beloved aunty of Alasdair, 
Connor and Coll.  Will be 
sadly missed by all family 
and friends.  The Funeral 
Service will be held in 
The High Kirk, Dunoon, 
on Friday, December 2, at 
1.15pm and thereafter to 
Greenock Crematorium 
at 3.00pm, to which all 
are respectfully invited.  

but donations, if desired, to 
Bowel Cancer UK.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

MACKECHNIE – Betty, 
David, Agnes, Marina 
and families would like to 
thanks relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
love and support given to 
us on the sudden death of 
Iain (Jura). Thanks for all 
the kind wishes, telephone 

cards. Thanks to Rev 
Dugald Cameron for a 
lovely service and everyone 
who attended the church 
and graveside. To Ian 
MacInnes Jnr and Ian Snr. 
of D&A Munn for caring 

the funeral arrangements, 
the Royal Hotel for 
catering and our thanks to 
Angus McColl Jnr. (Piper) 
for playing so well for Jura. 
A retiral collection in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
raised £375.59.
SIM - The family of the 
late Ian Pickard Sim, 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to Rev 
Jerome O’Brien for his 
most comforting service 
and to the elders who 
attended from Polmont Old 
Parish Church, thank you 
to Thomas Sneddon funeral 
directors for courteous and 
professional arrangements, 
the Park Hotel for catering 
and to all who paid their 
last respects at Falkirk 
Crematorium. The retiral 
collection raised £236.90 
in aid of the Children’s 
Hospice Association, 
Scotland. With grateful 
thanks.
TATTERSALL – Joe and 
Maureen Barr would like to 
thank Father MacNeil for 
his personal and heartfelt 
service for John, along 
with Hamish Hoey and Son 
for their professionalism 

and all the staff at Eader 
Glinn who made his last 
months so enjoyable, also 
a special thanks to Aulay 
and Mary Dunn, for their 
generous hospitality on 
the day, as well as their 
kindness throughout John’s 
life. Finally, thank you to 
all friends and family who 
offered their support.

IN MEMORIAM
DEVINE – In loving 
memory of William Anthony 
Devine, died November 29, 
2005, a loving father, father-
in-law and grandfather.
Kevin, Margaret and girls
FORTEITH – Loving 
memories of Iain, who died 
on December 3, 2002.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every 
day.
- With love, Janice and the 
children
GILLIES -In loving 
memory of Graeme, who 
died on December 3, 2006.
Too young to die
Too precious to lose 
It wasn’t our wish
We could not choose.
- With love Dad, Mam, 
Scott and Sarah, Kevin and 
Sarah and Ross.
KENNEDY – In loving 
memory of a much loved 
sister, auntie, and friend to 
many Anne Kennedy who 
left us on December 2, 
2010.
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
Your love beyond words
And missed beyond 
measure
- Michael, Angela, Michael 
and Meghan
KERR - Cherished 
memories of my dear 
husband, John, who died 
December 1, 2004. 
Remembered with love.
- Mary, Fort William.
MACCOLL – Cherished 
memories of John, Big Jock, 
much loved and loving 
husband, dad, dad-in-law 
and granddad who died 
November 30, 2010.
It doesn’t take a special day 
To call you to our minds
A day without a thought of 
you

Remembered fondly and 
sorely missed each day.
- Kathie, Elspeth, Iain and 
families.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my beloved 
mother Marybell, who 
passed away December 1, 
2008.
Sadly missed
Always remembered
In my thoughts at all times
With such fond memories 
that will last forever.
- Your loving son, Angus.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our mum and 
granny, Meg (Millar) 
Macdonald, who passed 
away  December 4, 2010 
and our dad, Donald Alick 
(Moy) Macdonald, who 
passed away  October 20, 
2003.  
Always in our thoughts.   
- Alasdair, John, Mairi, 
Sandra and families.
MACDOUGALL - Colin 
Rowan. 
A dear husband, dad and 
papa
To hear your voice, to see 
your smile
To sit and talk with you 
awhile
To be together in the same 
old way
Would be our dearest wish 
today
To us you were someone 
special
Someone set apart
Your memory will live 
forever
Engraved within our hearts
Love and miss you always
- Lesley, David, Donny, 
Holly, Kimberley and 
Cheyenne xxx..

MACDOUGALL - Colin 
Sadly missed along life’s 
way
Quietly remembered 
everyday
No longer in our life to 
share
But in our hearts you’re 
always there.
Always in my thoughts 
son
Love and miss you.
- Maw xx.
MACDOUGALL - Colin 
Your presence I miss dear 
brother
Your memory I will 
treasure forever
Loving you always
Forgetting you never
Miss and love you
- From Bob xx.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of Duncan 
who died December 5, 
2009. Fond memories 
of a very special person. 
Always in our hearts.
 - All the family x
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of Alasdair, 
husband and stepfather, 
who died December 5, 
2009.
Always in our thoughts.
- Janet, Cameron and 
Margaret.
MACQUEEN – In loving 
memory of our dear dad 
Colin, who was lost at sea 
November 30, 1990.
Always loved
Always remembered.
- Yvonne, Richard and 
Michael
McINNES –
Remembering our friend 
Ina taken from us on 
November 28, 2010.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by Wilma and 
boys.
MURRAY - In loving 
memory of George, who 
died November 30, 2001, 
loving husband, father, 
grandfather and great 
grandfather.
Gone but not forgotten
Always in our thoughts.
- Love Kathy and all the 
family.
O’BRIEN - In loving 
memory of Valerie, a 
special mum and granny. 
A year has passed, loved 
and remembered every 
day. Sorely missed.
-  Love Laurence, Olivia 
and Amelie.
O’BRIEN – Precious 
memories of Valerie, who 
passed away on December 
4, 2010.
A loving wife, mother and 
granny
You always had a smile to 
share
Time to give and time to 
care
A loving nature kind and 
true
Is the way we will 
remember you
Sorely missed
Billy and Louise
TIMMS – Treasured 
memories of our dearly 
loved mum and nana 
Shena, who passed away 
November 30, 1971
And also remembering all 
other loved ones.

your grave
May wither and decay
But our love for you who 
sleeps beneath
Will never fade away
Love Catherine, Lachie 
and family.

Lochaber Christmas Fair 
raises £1,010
A LOCHABER congregation has raised a 

Proceeds from the St Paul’s Episcopal 
Church Christmas Fair in Kinlochleven 
totalled £1,010.

A POIGNANT and historic 
Remembrance Service in Tobermory 
saw a re-dedication of the village’s 
war memorial.

The war memorial was originally 
dedicated in 1921 but needed much 
refurbishment. 

The ceremonial task was carried 
out by Miss Rachel Teggart, who had 
family names on the memorial and is 
the grand-daughter of the woman who 
originally helped to dedicate the war 
memorial 90 years previously.

Also in attendance were members of 
569 Squadron Frontiersman Yeomanry 
Volunteers, ex-servicemen and 
women, aided by The Royal  British 
Legion Scotland standard bearers.

Around 50 members of the public 

attended, and it was re-dedicated 
by Rev Linda Pollock. Colonel Ken 
Walker gave the address, the Ode 
of Remembrance was conducted by 
Major Peter Campbell and ‘Do not 
stand at my grave and weep’ was 
delivered by Captain Jim McWilliam.

Veteran Danny Lamont, aged 90, of 
Tobermory laid the wreath, assisted by 
Donna Hutchinson and James Molloy. 
The wreath on behalf of the Merchant 
Navy was laid by John Weir.

Brigade Pipe Sergeant Ruaridh 
Morrison played the lament and 
retreat, praise was led by Janet 
Campbell and prayers by Donald 
Kirsop.

The Western Isles Hotel catered for 
the guests afterwards.

Tiree artist Patricia Sharp was hard at work 
in her island gallery prior to sending her 

paintings of sea and land to the Macmillan 
annual cancer art charity show in Glasgow.

AN ARGYLL minister has spoken of one of 
the ‘proudest moments’ in his career after 10 
teenagers from his parish joined the church 
at the same time.

The youngsters from the village of Appin 
marked their membership with a special 
service on Sunday at Appin Parish Church, 
which they conducted.

Church minister, Dr Rev Roderick Camp-
bell, gave the sermon. Rev Campbell, who 
has been a minister for 36 years, told The 
Oban Times: ‘They all made a statement of 
faith, which was quite powerful. It was one 
of the proudest moments in my career. It 
used to be common for teenagers to join the 
church but since the early 1980s it has fallen 
out of sway and I have not had as big a group 
as this joining since the 1970s.’

The youngsters have all attended church 
from a young age and have bonded over 
recent tragedies faced by the community.

Rev Campbell said: ‘They are a good 
group that care about each other and their 
community. Appin has gone through a lot 
of pain and sadness with young deaths and 
unexpected deaths and this group has sup-
ported each other through that. The future of 
Appin is bright if we can keep young people 

They are the future of the church, which will 
become what they conceive it to be.’

One of the new church members, 16-
year-old Alan Carmichael, said: ‘We have 
all been going to church since we were 
very young and have taken part in family 
services. The service on Sunday just made 

Rev Roderick Campbell with Appin’s newest – and youngest – church members.

Ex servicemen and women and representatives of the Squadron Frontiersman Yeomanry 
Volunteers and Royal  British Legion Scotland were at the Tobermory War Memorial re-dedication.

Oban Pipe Band, assisted by the High School Pipe Band, led the Remembrance Day Parade to the 
town’s war memorial. 16_t46rem15

Iain Hurst, Pipe Major of Oban 
Pipe Band, led the parade and 
performed the piper’s lament, 
Flowers of the Forest. 16_t46rem16

Historic Remembrance Day 
Service sees Tobermory’s 
war memorial re-dedicated

Minister’s 
pride as ten 
teenagers 
join church



Sport
Page 32

YOUTH FOOTBALL

OT

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v Antonine postponed; 
Under 14s 2, Kilpatrick 1. Saints 
scorers were Stuart Maclean 
and an own goal. Strathaven 
Dynamo 7, Under 15s 1. Netting 
for Saints was DJ Orr. Under 
16s no game.

13s v Lenzie; Under 14s v 
Goldenhill; Under 15s no game; 
Under 16s v Ardencaple. 

Saints’ youths - 
results and fixtures

ORIENTEERING

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Over 35s league

Sports Hall
Athletics
awarded
£2,000 grant
First competition takes place
at Tobermory on Saturday

Oban Over-35s League results:
Hydro 0, Teachers 2; Emer-
gency 6, Spartak 2.

FOOTBALL

Oban Saints on 
Scottish Cup duty

OBAN Saints are on cup 
duty this Saturday when they 
travel to take on Dynamo East 
Kilbride in the 4th round of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup. The 
game will be played at the John 
Wright Sports Centre with a 
2pm kick-off. Referee is George 
Allen from Johnstone.
Saints have reached the last 

eight of the competition twice 
in the last few years, so they 
will be hoping for another good 
run in the national tournament, 
which had an entry of over 700 
teams this season.
Saints manager Iain Jackson 

said ‘We don’t know much 
about the East Kilbride team, 
but we’re playing well at the 
moment and scoring plenty 
of goals, so hopefully we can 
progress to the 5th round.
The West of Scotland Cup 

3rd round tie between Myre 
Athletic and Saints due to be 
played at Howatshaws Park, 
in Dumbarton last Saturday 
was called off  after a pitch 
inspection found the playing 
surface to be waterlogged.

A YOUNG orienteer has won 
the British Schools Orienteering 
Championships to follow up 
success in district and Scottish 
events this year.

Triple gold medal winner 
Eilidh Shearer from Taynuilt 
Primary School recently won the 
UK title at Linlithgow.

Earlier in the season Eilidh 
won her age class in the Lorn 
and Isles schools competition in 
May then followed it up in June 
by winning her age class at the 
Scottish schools competition in 
Perth. 

At the UK event, she formed 

Eilidh Shearer with her UK gold medal.

formed part of a team of 10 
pupils from Taynuilt Primary. 
The P6/7 boys, Alasdair Lilley, 
Harry McKechnie and Ewan 
Shearer won bronze in the P6/7 
team event. 

Also at the event were a team 
from Oban High School who 
also did well at the weekend 
with Callum Hunter and Emma 
Baird both taking third place 
in the Scottish School Sprint 
Championships, which were 
held alongside the British School 
event.

Eilidh is a triple gold 
medal winner

ALTHOUGH the older players 

Football League found their 

atrocious weather conditions on 
Sunday, the juniors had a ball in 
the warm and dry indoor hall at 
Atlantis Leisure.

This week all eight teams were 
well represented and it is evident 
that the youngsters are improv-
ing every week.

For Swifts 1 and 2 Marcus 
Lane scored an outstanding goal 

from long distance direct from 
a throw in and Ewen McFadyen 
demonstrated his passing skills 
by continually playing and pass-

For Spartak 1 and 2, Cooper 
MacIntyre continued his scoring 
form and provided plenty of 
chances for his team mates, 
Declan Thompson had a great 
day shooting on goal whenever 
the opportunity presented itself 
and scoring most of them. 

For Ben Lora 1 and 2 Murray 

Scott scored a hat trick, showing 
the one he got in training this 

Binnie was in a class of her own 

Finally for Chaos Saints 1
and 2, Gabriel Tidser stood out 
for his long range shooting and 
Aiden MacDonald showed off 
his outstanding tackling tech-
niques in defence. 

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Youngsters beat the weather

Weather
Thursday Sunshine and showers.
 Winds moderate, west, south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC
Friday Sunny.
 Winds light, east, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.
Weekend Rain.
Outlook Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 1, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.42 1.3 09.39 3.5 16.20 1.7 21.44    3.1
Fri  04.34 1.5 10.38 3.3 17.16 1.8         22.45   2.9
Sat  05.33 1.7 12.02 3.2 18.19       1.9        **.**       *.*
Sun  00.24 2.9 06.41 1.8 13.31       3.2       19.26     1.9
Mon  01.47 2.9 07.58 1.8 14.27 3.3 20.27     1.8
Tues  02.38 3.1 09.05 1.8 15.10 3.4 21.16     1.7
Wed  03.20 3.3 09.55 1.7 15.48 3.5 21.57     1.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

4

5

FRIDAY

7

Oban Saints’ Under 14s took on Kilpatrick in the second round of the Regional Cup at the Oban Community Pitch last Saturday in 
horrendous weather conditions. The Oban lads battled against the elements to record a fine  2-1 win thanks to a Stuart MacLean 

strike and an own goal. Pictured is Martin MacPherson taking on two Kilpatrick defenders. 16_t48footy01

AFTER receiving a grant of 
£2,000 Argyll Sports Hall 
Athletics has announced this 
season’s series of indoor compe-
titions to be held throughout the 
county over the winter.

The grant received this week 

from Communities 2014 Lottery 
Grants.

Mull and Morvern area is being 
held at Tobermory High School 

of four area events being held 
in Argyll this winter and is 
promoted jointly by Argyll and 
Bute Local Athletics Partnership 
and Mull Athletic Club. Quali-

will be invited to take part in 
the Argyll Sports Hall Athletics 

25, 2012 at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban with successful athletes 
from the Campbeltown, Oban, 
Lochgilphead and Mull contests 
taking part. 

is at Lochgilphead on Sunday, 
January 15 followed on Saturday, 
January 21 by the Oban event at 
Atlantis Leisure. 

The Kintyre contest will take 
place at Campbeltown Grammar 
School on Sunday, January 29. 

Youngsters are reminded that 
the Tobermory contest on Satur-

day starts at 10.30am for the Un-
der-7, Under-9 and Under-11 age 
groups with entries taken from 
10am. The Under-13, Under-15 
and Under-17s start at 2pm with 
entries from 1.30pm.

second and third overall in each 
age category and an overall tro-
phy for the best primary school. 

Age is taken as on September 
1, 2011 and an entry fee of £2 per 
competitor will be levied.

The organisers introduced an 
Under-7 category at Mull for the 

apply again. 
Instead of the normal seven 

events the under-7 boys and 

There will be no under-7 compe-
tition at the Argyll Final, as Mull 
is the only venue where under-7s 
will take part.

LOCHABER Athletic Club’s 
annual Ben Lora Race at 
Benderloch was preceded by 
some improved  weather early 
morning, but some wild squalls 
ensured the course was ‘moist’ 

James Tullie of Shettleston 
Harriers had an outstanding run 
in the sloppy conditions to win 
and smash Andrew Wright’s 
2008 record by almost a minute. 

Colin Donnelly  kept him 

on the now notorious descent to 
break clear and win by nearly 
two minutes from the Lochaber 
man, with Stephen Rawlison 
not far behind Donnelly at the 

First 40+ veteran was Tim 

spell of form, who came in at 
just a shade under 28 minutes.

Nicola Meekin had another 

seconds short of her own record, 
which was set last year in more 
favourable conditions. 

Amanda Blackhall was second 

veteran, while Julia Connor was 
third in her 51st hill race this year.
Well done to all, especially Ron-

nie Turner and Hazel Whiston, 
-

ish. Thanks also to the McGuires 
and Heinz for marshaling.

Results (Lochaber AC unless stated):
James Tullie (Shettleston) 25:50; Colin Don-
nelly 27:34; Stephen Rawlinson (Tayside) 
27:46; Tim Brand 27:59; Craig Mitchell 
(Shettleston) 28:22; Peter Devenport (Bel-
lahouston) 28:59; Donald Paterson 29:09; 
John Hepburn 29:12; Ben Thompson 29:20; 
John Binnie 29:37; Micheal Bossard 29:38; 
Chris Bell u/a 30:17; Nicola Meekin 30:27; 
Andy Dale 30:30; Ali Kennedy 30:54; 
Pete Ward 31:19; Steve Macdonald 31:28; 
Stephen Whiston (Mid Argyll Tri) 32:40; 
Niall MacBeath 33:07; Dan Watson (Tayside) 
33:11; Mathew Martin 33:13; Gordon Binnie 
u/a 34:05; Trevor Shaw (Tayside) 34:06; 
Jonathan Weir u/a 34:10; Amanda Blackhall 
34:14; Ronnie Turner 34:44; Angus Bowman 
(Lomond) 34:57; Sean Bens u/a 35:26; John 
Dale (Mid Argyll Tri) 35:46; Julia Connor 
(Moorfoot) 36:01; Lyndsey Shaw 36:04; 
Graham MacNab 36:09; Andy Newis u/a 

36:14; Tom Wilding u/a 37:49; Jo McGuire 
(Westerlands CCC) 38:19; Fiona Thompson 
38:22; Herbie Maclean (Tayside) 38:25; 
Susan J Ross 38:46; Nick Charlton u/a 38:53; 
Phil Thompson 38:54; Julie Corner 39:03; 
Andrew Cameron 39:08; Jim Hamilton 
39:12; Lucy Prinns 39:27; Robert Dairon u/a 
39:30; Emma Pearce 39:50; Victoria Leiper 
u/a 39:58; Helen Karlsson u/a 40:12; Richard 
Gatehouse (Lomond) 40:30; Ken MacDou-
gall (Tinto HR) 40:58; Kyla Orr u/a 41:32: 

Sharon Morgan 41:41; Rebeca Helliwell 
(Mid Argyll Tri) 41:49; Dave Ford 42:01; 
Jean Bowman (Lomond) 43:00; Jonathan 
Hart 43:48; Angie Kennedy (Jog Scot) 
45:09; Suzanne Duncan (Jog Scot) 45:26; 
Marie MacCallum (Jog Scot) 45:35; Andrew 
Finniemore (Jog Scot) 45:53; Aileen Duncan 
46:53; Kate Foster (Tayside) 48:23; Claire 
Treasurer 50:48; Margret R MacPhee 51:24; 
Pamela Hamilton (Jog Scot) 51:30; June 
Watt 55:52; Hazel Whiston (Mid Argyll Tri) 
56:49.

STUART Scott has been named 
players’ player of the year and 
manager’s player of the year at 
Taynuilt Shinty Club’s end of 
season prizegiving at the Taynu-
ilt Hotel.

The forward scored important 
goals for the South Division 
One club, helping the team to 
fourth position in the table and 
unprecedented cup runs. Daniel 
Macdonald won young player of 

ATHLETICS

SHINTY

Taynuilt Shinty Club holds prizegiving

the year, while youngster Fraser 
Macmillan was presented with a 
polo shirt by the club, as a nod of 
appreciation for his commitment 
to training and enthusiasm for 
the club and the sport. Coaches 
Davie Thomson and Fraser 
Inglis were given a golf day out 
to King’s Barn.

ATHLETICS

‘Moist’ conditions to say the 
least for Ben Lora Race
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THE WEST Highlands will have 
a new police operations centre at 
Fort William within two years, 
the area’s new police chief has 
pledged.

And Area Commander for 
Lochaber, Skye and Lochalsh 
David Bushell says sharing the 
building on the Blar Mhor with 
Scottish Ambulance service 

The combined ‘blue light’ 
centre forms part of Miller 
Developments’ £50million 
phased scheme for a 70,000sqft 
Tesco superstore, other retail 
outlets and leisure facilities. A 
new Gaelic school, a relocated 
Belford Hospital and ‘3G’ sports 
pitch are also planned for the 
105-acre site.

AC Bushell said: ‘I am abso-

get the new station within the 

go ahead and the funding is 
there.

‘We are now starting to have 
meetings to decide what sort of 
things to have inside and how 

A FORT William dental surgery has been named 
the top NHS practice in the country after scoop-
ing two honours at the Dentistry Awards 2011 at 
Gleneagles Hotel last Friday.

M&S Dental Care on Glen Nevis Place was also 
named as the top overall dental practice in the 
north of Scotland.

Dental surgeon Dr Gregor Muir told The Oban 
Times he was ‘over the moon’ after receiving the 

award. He said: ‘Our calibre was good enough to 
know that we could win, but to get the best in the 
entire north was fantastic. For a general practice 
to compete at the same level as the large private 
practices is fantastic.

‘Everybody has worked so hard to achieve this, 
and it’s great to have your hard work recognised.’ 

Dr Muir said the plaques would hang in the 
surgery reception.

investigation is underway after a 
house on Canna was destroyed in 
a blaze overnight on Sunday into 
Monday morning.

Police in Fort William received 
a call around 9.50pm on Sunday 
evening to say the New House, on 
the southeast shoreline close to the 

Because of the response time 
involved and as no lives were at 
risk, it was decided not to deploy 
the Mallaig lifeboat to ferry the 

conditions were also extremely 
rough at time.

It is understood a woman got out 
safely from the burning building. 
Local sources said her partner 

was stormbound in Mallaig over 
Sunday and Monday.

Highlands and Islands Fire and 
Rescue Service area manager 

developed’ when reported and 
burnt out overnight. The island 

community response unit.
He said: ‘I can’t recall an incident 

its kind in quite a number of years. 
A request for a full investigation 
to be performed has been made. 
It will be carried out by police and 

look into the cause.’  
He added: ‘We are looking an 

opportunity to go to Canna to give 
safety advice on protecting homes 

of Fort William police said on 
Monday afternoon that the severe 
weather had prevented investiga-
tors attending the scene.

He added: ‘There are no suspi-
cious circumstances at this time.’ 

A spokesperson for the National 
Trust for Scotland, the island’s 
owners, told The Oban Times: ‘We 

-

evening. 
‘Fortunately no-one was injured, 

however, the damage to the prop-
erty is extensive. 

‘The trust is working with the 
tenants to provide support, includ-
ing temporary accommodation, at 
this time.’

FORT William volunteer 
Audrey Dennison has been 
honoured for her contributions 
to Remembrance Day services in 
the town over the past 20 years.

Ms Dennison was given 
Poppyscotland’s  President’s 
Award, its highest accolade, at the 
Railway Social Club, Inverlochy, 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The charity’s president, 
Lieutenant General Sir Alistair 
Irwin, presented Ms Dennison 
with a plaque and a golden poppy 
to mark her time and efforts.

During her time helping out 
with the charity, Ms Dennison, 
a bank worker, has counted the 
contents of more than 3,000 
collecting cans single-handedly, 

A KINLOCHLEVEN woman 
has expressed delight after an 
employment tribunal ruled she 
was unfairly sacked by a Skye 
laird.

Dunvegan Castle curator in 
March by Clan MacLeod chief 
Hugh MacLeod, who gave her 
10 minutes to pack her bags 
after falsely accusing her of 
stealing a mahogany bureau and 
desk found in her lodgings in the 
castle grounds.

Mrs Byers told the Glasgow 
tribunal the furniture been gifted 
to her by the previous curator, 
Donald Stewart, when she 

CAOL Community Centre’s 
(CCC) senior citizens lunch club 
is to be opened up to people of 
all ages in an attempt to break 
even.

At a public meeting on Monday 
night, the steering group set 
up to pilot a transfer of control 
from Highland Council to 
local people told the 60-strong 
audience that without more 
business the club would struggle 
to remain self-supporting and 
prices could rise. Press secretary 
George Kerr said the success 
of the takeover depended on 
getting the entire community 
involved. He said: ‘It’s a centre 
that should be for all – for young 
people, for old people and for 
people in between. It’s not just 
about the lunch club though, it’s 
about the centre and it’s about 
the community of Caol.’

Mr Kerr suggested a sub-
committee to represent the 
views of people under the age of 
25 be set up.

Group member Linda Campbell 
said local people needed to start 
using the centre more to ensure 

She said: ‘We need functions, 
we need parties – the doors are 
open. We’ve got to keep the 
place open and we’ve got to keep 

Chairman Donnie Corbett 
announced a funding application 
to Highland LEADER had been 
made. ‘We are going to set up a 
company,’ he said. ‘We are going 

hopefully, if we can get the 
grant. If you want to be part of 
a new era for Caol Community 
Centre, the steering group would 
be pleased to hear from you.’

The group has launched 
a new website, www.
caolcommunitycentre.co.uk, to 
give updates on latest news and 
events, as well as providing a 
booking service. 

Dr Gregor Muir, right, and practice manager Jillian Bruce, centre, with other members of the 
surgery team and the two awards. 20_f48dentist01

Police pledge to
open new station 
within two years

Pledge: AC David Bushell. 
20_f48police01
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it will work. We are about to 
appoint architects, but it will 
be into the New Year before the 
Northern Joint Police Board will 
be able to announce that.’

Lochaber’s top cop said artist’s 
impressions of the new facility 
were scheduled for completion 
by January or February 2012.

He added: ‘The building will 
have the ambulance station at 
one side and ourselves at the 
other, with a shared social area.

‘It can only be a good thing 
if you can sit down in a rest 
room for half an hour with col-
leagues from another service 
- because half an hour later the 
same people could be attending 
an emergency situation, a car 
accident for example, trying to 
save life and limb.

‘Control rooms and all the 
other bits are separate because 

you cannot have ambulance staff 
mixed up in police intelligence, 
and the same goes the other way 
around.

‘That we are building a joint 
facility means that we are saving 

-
erationally. Working together in 
an informal setting always helps, 

but there’s still a question mark 
how all that comes together. We 
will have to see how that pans 
out in the next few months.’

Local councillor Donald Cam-
eron said: ‘It’s good to see joined 

class facility. Both the existing 
police and ambulance stations 
are past their sell-by date.’

Upgrading the A830/A82 
Lochybridge roundabout is 
scheduled to start in late January, 
funded through a community 

Developments. 
Work on a new roundabout at 

the Blar Mhor Industrial Estate 

the A830, the industrial estate 
and the new development will 
follow. 

Lochyside in anticipation of the 
Fort William link road being 
built some time in the future.

Highland Council granted the 
project outline approval in June. 
Miller expects a decision on 
detailed applications shortly.

EXCLUSIVE
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Caol lunch 
club appeal

took up the post in 1997. Judge 
Alan Strain agreed, ruling the 
accusation of theft was simply 
a ‘smokescreen’ to sack Mrs 
Byers, who could now receive 
up to £20,000 compensation.

The 57-year-old, now working 
at the Glencoe Hotel, told 
The Oban Times: ‘I’m really 
delighted after such a long and 
harrowing ordeal. 

‘It’s been going on for nine 
months. 

‘I feel sad it’s ended this way, 
but I don’t feel anger. I just think 
back to the good times I had with 
Donald Stewart and all the other 
members of staff there.’

A spokesperson for the 
MacLeod Estate said: ‘Asking 
Mrs Byers to handover her 
keys and to leave the curator’s 

MacLeod to take, but once he 

he felt he had to act immediately 
to ensure the integrity of the 
collection.

‘The MacLeod Estate is 
naturally disappointed by the 
employment tribunal’s decision. 
However we are pleased that 
the hearing is now over and we 
wish Mrs Byers all the best for 
the future.’

Audrey receiving the plaque and a golden poppy from 
Poppyscotland president Sir Alistair Irwin. 10_f48poppy01

as well as sorting and banking 
more than £87,000 for the poppy 
collection.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
really pleased with the award. 

‘But what I do is nothing 
compared to the people who go 
out there and give their lives. I 
enjoy it really.’

Scottish Poppy Appeal area 
organiser Mark McCann 
nominated Ms Dennison for the 
award. 

He said: ‘By making separate 
counts of each tin, Audrey has 
enabled us to give individual 
thanks to those who contributed 
to the appeal in the area. It is an 
honour for us all to celebrate 
with Audrey.’

Fort William volunteer awarded 
Poppyscotland’s highest award 

Town dentist best in the country

‘Blue light’ centre to be shared with ambulance service

Kinlochleven woman’s delight   
at industrial tribunal ruling

Probe launched after CannaMixed reaction                
to search and            
rescue switch
A DECISION to switch helicopter 
search and rescue operations from the 
military to civilian contractors has met 
with a mixed response.

Ageing Sea King helicopters, 

Lossiemouth in Moray and HMS 
Gannet in Prestwick, are to be retired 
by 2016.

The UK government wants the armed 
forces to focus on front-line operations.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team 
Leader John Stevenson said: ‘We don’t 
yet know what kind of service we will 
get with the new helicopters and what 

ordination centre manager at Stornoway 
coastguard Jamie Ralston said the move 
would mean ‘a better service with better 
aircraft’.

THE ICE Factor in 
Kinlochleven will host the 2011 
Christmas Leven Festival on 
Saturday at 11am. Organiser 
Kay McDuff said: ‘It promises 
to be a great family day out.’

Leven Festival fun

FARM AND HOUSEHOLD STORES

Millburn Road, Inverness T: 01463 222765
E: info@fhstores.co.uk 
W: www.fhstores.co.uk

£1 voucher must be redeemed against 
purchases before 29th February 2012. 

£1 vouchers cannot be redeemed during our 
annual sale Tuesday 27th December 2011 

to Saturday 14th January 2012.

FH

From the 1st December to the 
24th December 2011 earn a 

£1 voucher for every £10 spent 
(excluding account sales). 

F t

CHRISTMAS 
VOUCHER 

OFFER
SAVE WHEN YOU 
SPEND AT FARM 
& HOUSEHOLD
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Teenage piper hits 
the high notes
ROY BRIDGE teenage piper 
Sandy Cameron made a clean 
sweep of awards at two recent 
national piping competitions.

Sandy, currently in his third 
year at Dollar Academy, won 
three events at the Scottish 
Piping Society of London’s Solo 
Piping Championship, which 
attracts some of the world’s top 
solo pipers. The competition was 
held in the Kensington Confer-
ence Centre.

in every one of the categories 
in the under 18 age group 
- march, strathspey and reel; 
piobaireachd and slow air and 
jig. For his achievements, Sandy 
was awarded the Jim Caution 
Memorial Quaich by the Scot-
tish Piping Society.

Skye youngster Brighde Cham-
beul also took part in the event 

behind Sandy in the piobaire-
achd and march and strathspey 
and reel competitions.

The pair then both competed 
at the Scots Guard Association 
junior piping competition in 
Edinburgh. Sandy, who is 
tutored by Kyle of Lochalsh man 
Iain MacFadyen, won the under 
15s, strathspey and reel, piobai-
reachd and the march, as well 
as the overall award. Brighde 
came second in the under 15 
piobaireachd. 

Craig Stewart, who is respon-
sible for the pipe band at Sandy’s 
school, praised the youngster’s 
performances.

He said: ‘Sandy’s perform-

outstanding pupil and the whole 
school is delighted for his talents 
to be recognised at a national 
level.’

Woman dies after 
car lands in loch
A STORNOWAY woman has 
died after her car slid off the 
road into a loch near Horsacliet 
Lodge on the Isle of Harris.

Speech therapist Lorna 
MacDonald, aged 26, of Cross 
Street, was taken to Western 
Isles Hospital after the accident 
last Thursday afternoon, where 
she was pronounced dead. 

Police are asking for any 
witnesses to this incident to 
contact police at Stornoway on 
01851 702222.

MAJOR upgrades to a Moidart road are due to 
start in the New Year after a £900,000 contract 

carry out the work.
The work will widen the narrow single track 

A861 at Drynie Hill between Kinlochmoidart 
and Archaracle to two track carriageway, as well 
as improving the surface of the road.

The work starts on January 9 and will be car-
ried out Monday-Friday until April 4. The road 
will be closed between 10am and 12.25pm, and 

1.10pm and 3.30pm. Local councillor Michael 
Foxley said he was pleased the European Re-
gional Development Fund had responded to re-
peated requests to help fund the lifeline project. 
He said: ‘Drynie Hill presents a severe challenge 
and bottleneck for all motorists and visitors to 
Acharacle and the Ardnamurchan peninsula and 
this will improve access and make their journey 
a safer and more pleasant experience.’

Ardnamurchan Community Council chairman 
Hugh MacPherson also welcomed the work, 

saying: ‘This upgrade will provide a major boost 
for the community in the area who have had to 
negotiate this notorious sub-standard section of 
road for many long years.’

A row of Western Red Cedars trees planted 
during Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee 
celebrations will be felled during the works 
and replaced with 60 new trees to mark Queen 
Elizabeth’s 60 years on the throne. A plaque will 
be placed in the new lay-by at the top of the hill 
with details of the trees.

A FORMER Fort William 
woman has narrowly escaped 
losing her driving licence after 
hitting and badly injuring a 
motorcyclist on the A830 Road 
to the Isles.

Pauline Goodridge, who ran 
J&M Florists on the town’s 
High Street, was on a week-long 
visit to see her parents and was 
heading to the Caledonian Canal 
car park at Banavie to walk her 
dog when the accident occurred 
on July 26.

The 49-year-old was driving 
west when she attempted a right 
turn into Banavie, but as she 
pulled across the carriageway 
a motorbike travelling in the 
opposite direction crashed 
into the side of her Ford Ka, 

TRANSPORT Scotland (TS) 
gathered the views of the Fort 
William public last week as it 
considers the future of the town’s 
sleeper train service.

Possible cutbacks to the 
Caledonian Sleeper are among 
topics TS is looking at in its 
recently launched Rail 2014 

Fort William Train Station last 
week inviting comments from 
rail users on how services could 
be improved.

Lochaber councillor Brian 
Murphy took part in the 
discussions. He said rail services 
were vital for the town but a  
number of improvements could 
be made, such as more frequent 
services, more carriages for the 
services which are provided and 

Councillor Murphy said: ‘I 
hope people will respond to 
the consultation. If people are 
concerned or interested they 
should get involved.

The Oban 
Times: ‘We’re not ruling 
anything in and we’re not ruling 
anything out. 

‘We want to increase 
patronage and we want ideas 
from the public. It’s very much 
a consultation and we welcome 
any ideas people may have.’ 

The consultation booklet says 
TS is considering ‘removing or 

LOCHABER Citizens Advice 
Bureau is urging local people 
to be ‘savvy shoppers’ this 
Christmas to avoid stacking up 
debt problems in 2012.

The festive campaign comes 
as CABs across Scotland warn 
of the dangers of over-spending 
unnecessarily and falling into a 

Despite a historically low Bank 
of England interest rate of just 
0.5 per cent, loan rates on many 
credit cards stand at 20 per cent 
or more.

That means someone owing 
£10,000 must pay £2,000 per 
year, or £40 a week, simply 
to repay the interest – without 
touching the original debt.

Meanwhile, payday loan 
companies currently advertising 
on TV charge up to 1,734 per 
cent interest over a year.

offers a £50 loan over 30 days for 
£64.75, or 359 per cent APR. If 
the borrower paid back nothing 
for 12 months, the debt would 

retain its out-of-hours emergency nursing cover 
moved to the Scottish Parliament this week.

Highland MSPs Mike Mackenzie, Rhoda Grant 
and Mary Scanlon asked questions of Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing Nicola 
Sturgeon about the situation in west Ardnamurchan 
during a debate at Holyrood last Thursday.

Ms Sturgeon said she would ‘continue to look 
carefully’ at the situation. She said: ‘I have made it 
clear to both NHS Highland and SAS that I expect 

them to work closely together, and with Highland 
Council and the local community, to come up 
collaboratively with a system that provides 
resilience and high-quality health services in the 
area.’

She continued: ‘It is crucial that the health 
board, the ambulance service, the council and 
the community come together to come up with a 
model of service provision that is deliverable and 

safety and sustainability.’

Lochaber High School pupils have raised more than £1,000 for Macmillan Cancer Support Lochaber through school activities over the 
past year. The money was raised from a portion of the donations to the school’s annual ‘High School Hike’ plus the proceeds of tea 
and coffee sales at the school’s recent production of ‘Mary – A Musical Play’. Pictured are the school’s top fundraisers Matthew Cat-

tanach, S3, and Katie Hay, S1, presenting a cheque to Margaret Reid and May Dempster from the charity. Head Teacher Jim Sutherland 
said: ‘Our annual hike raises a lot of money to support extra-curricular activities in the school but it’s good to make a donation to 

charity too and Macmillan Cancer Support is certainly a worthy cause.’

throwing the biker onto the road. 
The motorcyclist suffered severe 
injuries as a result of the accident 
– a double break in her left leg, a 
broken right leg, a broken pelvis, 
a shattered wrist and a lacerated 
spleen. 

The woman was taken to 
Raigmore Hospital and Fort 
William Sheriff Court heard 
she will take 12-18 months to 
fully recover from her injuries. 
Goodridge cried in the dock as 
the injuries were read out.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said the bright setting sun meant 
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Goodridge was unable to see the 
yellow and silver motorbike. He 
said: ‘At that time of day, when 
the sun is setting, it is quite 
dazzling.’

Sheriff Kenneth Hogg 
said the college lecturer had 
suffered a ‘momentary lapse of 
concentration’. 

gave her four penalty points, 
bringing her to within a point of 
losing her licence.

Goodridge, now of 80 
Bullscope Lane, Waterlooville, 
Hampshire, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention by 
turning right into the face of an 
oncoming motorbike, colliding 
with it and severely injuring the 
rider.

Driver left 
biker badly 
injured

High school boosts Macmillan coffers 

grow to £866 under the annual 
repayment rate.

Lochaber CAB manager 
Stephen Marshall said against 
this backdrop Christmas 
shopping presented ‘a particular 
challenge’ for many families.

He said: ‘Spending a few pence 
extra here and there might not 
seem like much, but it all adds 
up. Sadly, we have also found 
over the years that shoppers can 
be caught out if they don’t know 
their consumer rights – and 
mounting costs can mean some 
people start the New Year in 
debt.

‘All in all, we want to make 
sure that people in Lochaber 
have a great Christmas and New 
Year – unspoiled by the worry 
that you’ve spent too much.’

The campaign follows a CAB 
Scotland presentation on debt to 
the Scottish Parliament last week. 

Councillor Brian Murphy looks over the consultation with two 
officials from Transport Scotland. 20_f48train01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

the sleeper. It says: ‘We are also 
carrying out additional research 

looking at a number of options 
including letting the sleeper 
services as a separate franchise.’

Local councillor Michael 
Foxley said he hoped as many 
people as possible got involved 
with the discussions. He said: 
‘The more information we can 
get, the better we can represent 
the views of local people. We 
have an opportunity to build a 
better service.’

People who want to give their 

views on the future of Lochaber’s 

at www.transportscotland.gov.
uk/rail2014 or by phoning 0141 
272 7540. The consultation 
will run until February 20 
2012. People can also contact 
Councillor Murphy or Foxley 
directly with their views.

Meanwhile, Highland 
Council’s SNP group has backed 
calls for more investment in the 
sleeper. Highland MSP John 
Finnie raised the issue with 
transport minister Keith Brown 
in parliament last week.

told MSPs Scotland’s 81 CAB 
had dealt with 143,566 new debt 
issues over the past year, or 400 
per day.

He said: ‘When we last 
analysed the debts of these 
clients, we found their average 
debt was now over £20,000. But 
one in 10 of them owed more 
than £50,000. 

‘Yet they had an average net 
income of just £935 per month, 

monthly average of less than 
£400. Half were completely 
dependent on their pension or 

‘All of this means that, for 
every £1 of income, they had 
on average £28 worth of debt. 
In these circumstances, it’s no 
surprise at all that debt stress 
is a huge issue. ‘MSPs need 
to understand the crisis that 
faces many families. We need 
measures that will help those 
who are facing debt and prevent 
others from falling into the same 
trap.’

Champion piper: Sandy 
Cameron with his trophy haul 

from London.

Local views sought on 
future of rail services

Lecturer escapes losing licence

Warning over excessive  
festive period spending

Cash stolen
A QUANTITY of cash was 
stolen from a property in 
Portree sometime between 2pm 
and 5pm on Thursday. 

from 4 Cruachan Place, the 
home of an elderly gentleman, 
police said. Meanwhile, a 
vehicle parked outside a 
residential property at Carbost, 
Skye, was extensively damaged 
between 6pm on Friday 
and 9am on Sunday. Anyone 
with information or who saw 
anyone acting suspiciously 
at the time of these incidents 
can contact Portree Police on 
01478 612888 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Glass smashed
A GLASS panel on an exterior 

Place, Fort William, was 
smashed on Sunday November 

boat was removed from a 
compound at Glencoe sometime 
between 3pm on Friday 
November 18 and 11am on 
Sunday November 20. Anyone 
with knowledge of these 
incidents should contact Fort 
William Police on 01397 702361 

702000.

Voluntary Action 
Lochaber to 
receive award 
LOCHABER provost Allan 
Henderson will present 
Voluntary Action Lochaber with 
a European-standard award in 
Fort William tomorrow.

The afternoon ‘celebration of 
quality’ event in the Alexandra 
Hotel will see Councillor 
Henderson hand over the EFQM 
Committed to Excellence award 
to VAL staff.

Quest speakers will be 
Dave Bradley from Quality 
Scotland and Paul White of the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations.

Old slides on show
LOCHABER Historical Society 
welcomes well-kent postie and 
crofter Neil MacBride from 
Muirshearlich to its monthly 
meeting in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William, at 8pm tonight 
(Thursday). Neil will give a 
slide show on Old Lochaber.

Lochaber Shinty Club honoured its top performers of 2011 at its annual awards night at 
the Ben Nevis Hotel on Saturday night. Left to right: Jack Dignan, second team player of 
the year, Ryan Johnson, under 14 player of the year, Zands Ferguson, player of the year, 

Patrick Toal, under 17 player of the year, Christina MacIntyre, ladies player of the year 
and Shanna MacDonald, most improved ladies player.  Photo courtesy of The Write Image.

while

stocks
last

For more details contact 
Cakebread’s, The Old Tweedmill, 

Soroba Road, Oban
01631 565141

WWW.cakebreadsgardencentre.co.uk

Christmas Showcase
Cakebreads

Tempura and 

sushi from Itadaki 

zen - Oban’s 

new Japanese 

restaurant

PRIZE DRAW

(IN AID OF OBAN CINEMA)

£100

Cakebreads

Gift Token 

£25 voucher

Eeusk/Piazza

MANY OTHER PRIZES

Saturday
December 3rd

1pm – 6pm

• Original artworks by Nicola McInally
(RSA Exhibitor) & Alice Strange

• Jewellery by Lynn Fisher
• New stock - lots of unusual gift ideas
• Living & Cut Xmas Trees
• Jewellery and cards from 

Cheallahs Crafts 
• Crafts from Oban High School 
 Young Enterprise Team
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C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

BRIQUETTES - rapid, reliable heat

The quick way to warm a cold house

01631 563271
We also supply bagged wood pellets

For booking large or small and orders
Call or email us.

01855 821 048
visit www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

We wish all our valued 
customers a merry xmas

Restaurant is now closed 
for winter holidays

Re-open on the 22nd of 
December for lunch and dinner 

featuring a festive menu
Closed on 25th & 26th December 

and the 1st of January.
Our shop will be open on Saturdays from 
10 untill 2pm and all week from the 19th 

last minute gourmet Xmas gift ideas.

HAPPINESS is as much about 
looking good as feeling fantastic, 
which is why Argyll Holistic 
Therapy has welcomed beauty 
therapist Magdalena Sadlik to 
the company.
Magdalena’s Beauty Care has 
joined Argyll Beauty Therapy as 
part of Argyll Holistic Therapy 
at Old Crofters, Soroba Road, 
bringing into one location 
everything you need to make 
you feel good.
Holistic therapist, Tracy 
Gilmour, said: ‘I think what we 

Feeling good is as much about 
spirit as it is in body. 
‘We offer a genuine way to 
improve your life.’
Magdalena says the working 
partnership has proved very 
fruitful.
‘This works well for both of us, but especially for the 
clients because from one place they can get everything 
they need to leave feeling really good about themselves,’ 
she said.
Magdalena comes into the business with over seven 

with Dermalogica on moving to Scotland, then working 
as a consultant for Clarins.
You can be sure, then, that she will be able to listen, advise 
and inform on the best treatments for you, offering a full 
range of beauty therapies and Magdalena’s trademark 
Eyebrow Artistry.
This amazing treatment lifts the eye and frames the 
face, giving you the eyebrows you’ve always dreamed 
about.

She said: ‘Having continued to train in holistic 
therapy techniques throughout the last four years, I’m 

of the clients that come here.’

Argyll Holistic Therapy can help 
you look good and feel fantastic

Tracy’s therapies include Rainbow 
Reiki, Hopi ear candling, Indian 
head massage, eastern face 
massage, crystal therapy and face 
threading.
Her techniques can help relief stress, 
boost relaxation and concentration, 
something that appeals to a broad 
spectrum of her client base.

massage particularly helpful for 
relieving stress.  We get a lot of 
school pupils coming in for therapies 
ahead of their exams and they feel it 
helps their performance.’
For more information and special 
offers, check Argyll Holistic 
Therapy’s Facebook page, or phone 
07787125579 for an appointment.
Argyll Holistic Therapy also has 
space available for use by other 
groups, speak to Tracy for details.

ARGYLL HOLISTIC THERAPY
for all your health and beauty needs

ARGYLL BEAUTY THERAPY

Open Monday – Saturday 
(evening appointments available)

Please call for Beauty 07593630916 
or for Holistic 07787125579

Old Crofters, Soroba Road, Oban, 
PA34 4HU (next to Stoddarts)

20% discount 
and monthly offers; wrinkle filler 

treatment; kundalini and laughter 
yoga; hypnotherapy; candle parties; 

group pampering nights

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Friday 2nd December >   Late open music venue
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 10pm - 2am £3 entry
Friday 2nd December >   Clubnight with DJ Connor
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 10pm - 2am £5 entry 
Tuesday 6th December > Gaelic Conversation Group
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 7 - 9pm, all welcome

Speak Gaelic in an informal setting, FREE
Friday 2nd December >  MANRAN
Sunart Centre, Strontian   8pm. sunartcentre.org
Saturday 17th December > ZENWING PUPPETS

WINTER WONDERLAND WORKSHOP
11am – 1pm

The Story of Father Christmas
2pm – 3pm

Sunart Centre, Strontian   8pm. sunartcentre.org

Do you have an event or live music on?

12,586 weekly readers?

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Fuel rise delay is 
welcome news

No walking over 
Connel Bridge

Countdown to 
‘Angel of the Year’ 
nominations 

REPORT
by

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

to nominate an unsung hero or 

Year Award. 
The Oban Times has been 

stories of charity workers, full-
time carers, nurses, neighbours 
and volunteers who go above 
and beyond the call of duty to 
help people and make their local 
communities a better place. 

Nominations close at 10am 
on December 5 and will be 
considered by an expert panel. 

See the form on page two 
of this week’s paper and 
more details online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/angel.

ANYONE hoping to get 
around next week’s closures 
by walking across the Connel 
Bridge will be disappointed.

There will be access for 
neither pedestrians nor vehicles 
from 10pm to 6am between 
Sunday, December 4 and 
Friday, December 9. 

The closures are to allow the 
replacement of cross beams 
damaged when a lorry hit 
the bridge in September and 
repairs to the support structure. 

Access for emergency 
services will be maintained.  

RET boost 
for more 
islands
Mull and Arran need better 
infrastructure claims SNP

WITH a crowd lining Oban Bay 
and photographers and televi-
sion cameras from around the 
country positioned at vantage 
points around the town, Pyro1 

display to end the town’s Winter 
Festival.

-
works company became the 
most famous in the world after 
an Oban Times video of their 

4 went viral on YouTube and is 
approaching 900,000 views.

‘Obang’
The one-minute ‘Obang’, as 

it has become known, saw all 

off at once and the resulting 
video footage made interna-
tional news.

As a gesture to the town Pyro1 
produced a free-of-charge and 

Sunday over Oban Bay.
Martin Allen of Pyro1 said 

the company would be keen 
to come back for next year’s 
display, adding that they hope 

when they visit China next Feb-

available.
The much-anticipated event 

on Sunday brought people from 

hotels. Cafes stayed open late to 
welcome in customers from the 
busy streets. Oban Fireworks 
Committee chairman, Council-

lor Roddy McCuish, told The 
Oban Times: ‘The feedback 
I got from Sunday was that it 
was so impressive people want 
it over the bay every year. For 
that to work we would have 
to devise a way of getting the 
money in before the event.

‘I would like to thank eve-
ryone who helped to make it 
happen, especially the Northern 
Lighthouse Board, who moved 
their ship so we could set off 

A stunning fireworks display brought the curtain down the town’s Winter Festival   Picture - Tony Hardley www.scotphoto.com

Excellent news 
for Islay because 
it will drive down 
the cost of living.
community 
councillor    
Roberta MacNeill

MOTORISTS and politicians 
have welcomed the postpone-
ment of a rise in fuel duty 
planned for January until 
August 2012.  

Chancellor George Osborne 
announced the move in 
Tuesday’s Autumn Statement 
and said a second rise planned 
for August would now be 
cancelled, resulting in a total 
increase of 3p per litre. 

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid said: ‘The postponement 
of the January fuel duty 
increase and the cancellation of 
the August one is great news for 
a rural constituency like Argyll 
and Bute.’

It follows last week’s an-
nouncement that remote islands 

discount in fuel duty. 

MORE Hebridean islands are to 

after the Scottish Government 
announced an expansion to its 
Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) 
scheme.

But islands that currently 
suffer from problems with in-
frastructure, such as Arran and 
Mull, will have to wait at least 
three years for cheaper travel.

On Tuesday Transport Minis-
ter Keith Brown announced that 
RET would become a permanent 
feature on the Western Isles, Coll 
and Tiree, following a four-year 
pilot scheme on these islands, 

Commercial vehicles longer 

but will instead receive a 25 per 
cent discount on fares. 

An RET pilot scheme will 
be introduced to the islands of 
Islay, Colonsay and Gigha from 
October 2012, and to Arran from 
October 2014.

No date has been given for 
the introduction of the scheme 
to other islands, although Mr 
Brown stated they would be 
included ‘within the term of this 
Parliament’. They include: Mull, 
Iona, Lismore, Raasay, Skye, 
Small Isles and the Sounds of 
Barra and Harris.

Mr Brown said RET, which 
prices ferry journeys at the 
equivalent journey by road, 
had boosted car journeys to the 
islands taking part in the pilot 
scheme by an average of 31 per 
cent. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘RET 
has been an SNP policy for 
decades and was included in our 
manifesto, so we didn’t have to 

win the argument over funding.
‘This announcement shows 

islanders we are concerned with 
the cost of travel to the mainland 
and back and that we are a party 
for the whole of Scotland.’

Asked to explain the delay to 
islands like Mull and Arran, 
Mr Brown replied: ‘There are 
different conditions for different 
islands.

‘We are not picking on Mull, 
we are just working our way 

through the scheme.
‘Mull currently has a huge 

tourism demand and we have 
found that RET can increase de-
mand by about 40 per cent. Mull 
also has infrastructure problems 
and it would be counter-produc-
tive to immediately put RET 
into a place that didn’t have the 
required infrastructure.’

Mull-based SNP councillor 
Mary Jean Devon welcomed 
the news that RET would be 
coming to Mull but expressed 
disappointment it wouldn’t come 
sooner.

‘It’s a bit like someone saying, 
‘I’ll buy you a drink, but the pubs 
are shut just now’,’ she added.

Islay community councillor 
Roberta MacNeill said the an-
nouncement was well timed, as 

boost.
‘This is excellent news for 

Islay because it will drive down 
the cost of living. We have also 
seen the Machrie Hotel taken 
over and the new Islay Hotel 
built so we can cope with extra 
visitors.

‘When the original pilot scheme 
was announced there was uproar 
that we were not included, so 
today’s announcement will be 
widely welcomed.’ 

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell said the news would 
make a huge difference to Ar-
gyll’s island communities, add-
ing: ‘Larger companies already 
enjoy discounts not available to 

the regular van of messages and 
orders going, for example, to 
Colonsay, will be able to reduce 
prices for something as basic as 
bringing the shopping.’

Transport Minister Keith Brown

Council must be bolder 
on  ‘local homes for 
local families’

One-day strike bites 
in Argyll

CASH for rural social 
housing should be quad-
rupled in a bold move to 
tackle Argyll’s chronic 
shortage of affordable 
homes.

As Argyll and Bute 
Council passed its housing 
strategy and set up a rural 
housing fund of £750,000, 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 
called for dramatic action to 
cut a waiting list of almost 
4,000 people. 

‘It’s a dire situation – 90 
per cent of the representa-
tions I get are about hous-
ing,’ he said. ‘I welcome the 
release of these funds, but 
for £3m they could build 60 
homes instead of 15.

‘If you build three or four 
houses on the Isle of Coll, 
it has the same economic 

impact as 20 houses in 
Helensburgh.’ 

He added the allocation 
system and homelessness 
policies need to be looked 
at, if necessary in the 

Argyll’s needs. He said: 
‘What’s the point in bring-
ing four houses to Coll and 
having to give two of them 
to homeless families, when 
you have local families liv-
ing in caravans? You need 
local connection points, 
local homes for local fami-
lies. I know the council’s 
hands are tied by legislation 
- but sometimes you have to 
challenge the legislation.’

The council’s new rural 
housing fund will initially 
target Tiree, Iona, Ardfern, 
Strachur, Port Ellen and 

Succoth.  The executive 
also agreed £1.1m grants 
towards housing in Dunbeg, 
Dalmally and Helensburgh 
and to ban the right to 
buy for most of Lorn, Mid 
Argyll and a number of 
islands. 

Councillor Robin Cur-
rie, housing spokesman, 
acknowledged the ‘acute 
shortage of affordable 
housing’. He said: ‘We have 
a responsibility to look at all 
options to try and increase 
the supply of affordable 
homes. In setting up this 
new fund, the council has 
proved it is willing to take 
a lead in encouraging the 
development of new afford-
able homes to sustain some 
of our most remote and 
fragile rural communities.’

SCHOOLS, street cleaning, libraries and day care centres 
were all facing disruption yesterday as The Oban Times
went to press, as a result of strike action by 30 unions. 

Argyll and Bute Council said it was taking action to 
minimise the impact of strikes, though most services were 
reduced or closed. 

Working parents were faced with child care problems 
as more than 70 schools were closed to pupils. Children 
in school hostels at Dunoon and Oban were sent home on 
Tuesday night and asked to return to school this morning.

NHS Highland said contingency plans would ensure core 
services, like cancer treatment and maternity, would be 
provided and emergency cover would be unaffected. 
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Police find 
cannabis garden
POLICE searching a house 
at Corran Brae, Oban under 
warrant discovered a cannabis 
cultivation and hydroponics 
system. A 29-year-old man will 
appear at Oban Sheriff Court 

week. 

A MOTORIST who tried to drive off with 
an over-laden trailer was stopped by police 
close to the Corran Esplanade in Oban. 

The 44-year-old man has been charged 
with reckless driving. 

A MOTORIST has been charged with driv-
ing aggressively and recklessly following 
an incident in Lora View, North Connel 
last Wednesday, November 23 at 2.30pm. 

The 32-year-old man is the subject of a 
report to the Procurator Fiscal.

AN 80-YEAR-old woman was assaulted in 
Lorn Road, Dunbeg on Sunday, November 
27. A 46-year old man was charged in 
connection with the incident.

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after 
a handbag was stolen from an unlocked 
house in Longsdale Road, Oban, between 
November 21 and 22. 

The bag’s contents included personal 
papers and a purse with a sum of money. 
Anyone with any information can contact 
Constable Danks at Oban Police. 

A WOMAN aged 28 was charged with 
conducting herself in a disorderly manner 
towards a 58-year-old woman in Miller 
Road, Oban. 

A report has been made to the Procurator 
Fiscal after the incident, at 2.30pm on 
November 22.  

A 24-YEAR-old man had his 
car seized by police after they 
stopped him on Oban’s Corran 
Esplanade and discovered he 
was driving the vehicle with 
no insurance. He has been 
reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal following the incident, on 
Tuesday, November 22. 

Oban driver has car 
seized by police

Lorn Lines

We are keen to 
crack on with this 
long-waited next 
stage.
Callum MacLeod

IT HAS been a busy week for the young Highland dancers of the 
Eilidh MacInnes School of Dance.

The dancers entertained the crowd at Oban Distillery at the 
close of the Winter Festival on Sunday.

The weekend before, the youngsters braved the damp weather 
conditions to perform at the Christmas Lights Switch-on in Sta-
tion Square.

The dancers were: Charlie Nathen, Ragen Kelly, Lucy Croarkin, 
Bronwen Davies, Amy Gibb, Karina Black, Jenna MacInnes, 
Kirsty MacInnes, Abbie MacKenzie and Aisling McGuire. 

ST COLUMBA’S Primary School, Oban will be holding an open 
evening for prospective pupils and their parents. 

August can come along for a tour, the chance to meet teachers 
and pupils, games and refreshments. 

MEMBERS of the Oban and District Classic Vehicle Club held 
their monthly meeting in the Lochnell Arms Hotel, North Connel.
A Bring and Buy Sale took place at this meeting with a range of 
items from car magazines to aircraft parts being sold to raise a 
total of £142.00 for club funds. 

19.30 at the Lochnell Arms, North Connel, and anyone interested 
is invited to attend.

THERE was a large turnout of members and visitors to Oban 
Photographic Club’s weekly meeting in the Regent Hotel Oban 
on Monday, November 21. 

Douglas May, FRPS, a past president of Edinburgh Pho-
tographic Society and current chairman of one of the Royal 
Photographic Society’s panels of judges, came along to give the 
results of the ‘Abstract’ competition. 

-
ful and constructive commentary on what an abstract should be 
and where the entries could have been bettered. 

Results 
Projected Images: 1st  Stephen Lawson who also received 

the John Douglas Trophy for the best overall image; 2nd  Jim 
Kirkpatrick; 3rd   Ronnie McKillop

Prints: 1st & 2nd  John Douglas; 3rd  Ronnie McKillop

William showing and talking about his photography.

TO MARK the 200th anniversary year of Oban’s Royal Burgh 
status, the town’s speakers club invited Oban historian Bob Mc-
Culloch to speak at its annual dinner last Thursday at Soroba 
House Hotel. Bob is pictured third from right with the club’s 

Frank Walton, president John MacLean, social secretary Cam-
eron Fletcher and educational director Eamonn Arthur.

A YOUTH group from Oban is preparing to show Argyll in its 

county. The Zoooom! group, run by H2O youth worker Ewen 
-

The Oban branch of the Salva-
tion Army is pleased with the 
response so far to its Christmas 
Toy Appeal but is keen to 
collect even more contributions 
for under-privileged children. 

People doing their Christmas 
shopping are being asked to buy 

Superdrug store in the town. 
Pictured with some of the 

already donated presents are 
Salvation Army majors John 
and Joan Swan and Superdrug 
assistant manager Dawn 
Walker. 

AN OBAN store is looking for a local charity partner to support 
during 2012. 

Each year the Original Factory Shop picks a good cause and 
staff help to raise funds throughout the year. 

nomination form, available in store, before December 5. 

A POKER competition has been held in memory of a regular 
player at Oban’s Aulay’s Bar who died earlier this year. 

The inaugural Matt Watson Cockroach Championship was held 
on November 14. Matt was a regular at poker nights every Mon-
day in Aulay’s Bar and was affectionately known as ‘Cockroach’ 
because of his ability to stay in the game against the odds. 

£300 pot going to charity. The winner, David MacPhee, chose to 
donate the prize to Yorkhill Children’s Hospital. 

Xmas toy appeal

Guesthouse gains 
four-star gold
AN OBAN guesthouse has 

achieve a four star gold award 
from VisitScotland. 

After they impressed at their 
latest inspection, Alt na Craig 
House in Glenmore Road 
joins a select group of only 
29 guesthouses in Scotland to 
reach this standard. 

‘Bloom’ raffle aids 
drug education

the battle against narcotics by 

schemes to educate children 
about the dangers of drug use.

Prizes range from £100 cash, 
donated by the MacQueen 
Brother’s Charitable Trust, bed 
and breakfast for two at the Let-

and bottles of malt from Oban 
and Tobermory distilleries.

Tickets are available from 

Street. The winners will be 
drawn by chief inspector Brian 
Auld on December 12 at noon.

THE ARGYLL Hotel will come 
down before Christmas – but a 
new hotel to be built in its place 
may not be ready until 2014.

Developers Alan and Callum 
MacLeod of Ee-Usk had previ-
ously been granted permission 
to demolish the crumbling Oban 
property, pending the granting 
of a method statement from the 
council, with a view to building 
a new hotel in its place.

But the father and son team 
claimed a condition, that stated 
a contractor for a new build had 
to be in place before demolition, 
was stalling their plans.

Last Wednesday, faced with 
a damning engineer’s report, 

which stated the structure may 
not survive a harsh winter, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s plan-
ning, protective services and 
licensing (PPSL) committee 
threw out a recommendation 

the condition. Work has begun 
this week to remove internal 

derelict hotel.
The MacLeods, who say they 

have already spent around 
£500,000 on the acquisition of 
the building and administration 
costs, admitted they feel more 

news.
Callum MacLeod told The 

Oban Times: ‘The PPSL’s deci-
sion is absolutely fantastic and 
we are keen to crack on with 

development. The hotel will be 
demolished by Christmas.

‘I think the most recent engi-
neer’s report was the turning 
point and I welcome the unani-
mous decision by councillors to 

decision.
‘The new hotel will be a 16-

month build and we can’t afford 
to be opening out of season. 
If I can’t get the foundations 
in the ground in January or 

is little chance of us starting the 
build in 2012. Timing is of the 
essence.’

The developers are planning 
to build a 64-bedroom hotel, 

built in the town for 100 years.

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee, 
whose ward covers the Argyll 
Hotel site, said: ‘I am glad 
the PPSL saw sense and gave 
permission for this dangerous 
building to come down.

‘Having seen the plans for the 

the development and believe it 

over other coastal towns in 
Scotland.’

At hearing news of the 
pending demolition, Oban 
Community Council has called 
for improvements to be made to 
Charles Street, believed to be 
the town’s oldest street, which 
lies in behind the Argyll Hotel.

Oban’s Argyll Hotel to 
be down by Christmas

Pontoon
project
edges closer

10-day winter festival proves success

Warning follows Mull eagle nest fines

Police files

CHRISTMAS came early in 
Oban with the success of the in-
augural 10-day Winter Festival.

Like the Oban 200 celebra-
tions in the summer, the event 
highlighted Oban’s community 
spirit, with most events being 
well attended. It also provided a 

an otherwise quiet time of year 
for visitors.

The festival culminated on 
Sunday in a lantern parade with 

Halls to Oban Distillery, where 
a festive market attracted hun-
dreds of locals and visitors. The 
parade was led by Oban High 
School Pipe Band and provided 
a spectacle for the hundreds 
taking part.

From there, crowds gathered 
in the town centre and along 
the Esplanade to watch the 

display.
Earlier in the week the 

much-heralded synthetic ice-
skating rink was fully booked 
for the four days it was open 
at Atlantis Leisure, the newly 
opened Dunollie House hosted 
well-attended guided walks and 
an Elves’ Treasure Hunt run by 
Stramash. Evening events such 
as the Wine Call My Bluff, 
proved popular.

But most pleasing of all for 
organisers was the willingness 
of town centre businesses to 
decorate their shop fronts and 
design window displays to help 
everyone get into the festive 
spirit.

Pamela Lockhart, one of the 
eight festival committee mem-
bers, said: ‘The shop window 

displays were better than we 
could have hoped for and we 
could not pick out the best one. 
In the end we declared Mary’s 
Meals, Purdie’s and The Pancake 
Place, as joint winners.

‘The Lantern Parade was 
fabulous and the youth market at 
the Corran Halls, where primary 
school children formed a choir, 
was a joy to see. It was so busy.

‘The whole festival was very 
much a community event and it 
was great to see everyone out 
around the town.’

As a reward for the business’s 
window display, The Pancake 
Place’s Paula May was selected 

-
play at McCaig’s Tower, which 
signalled the beginning of the 
Lantern Parade on Sunday.

Afterwards, Oban Community 
Council’s Catherine Gillies said: 
‘To have that number of people 
going through the town at this 
time of year is amazing.’ Fireworks from McCaig’s Tower signalled the start of the parade 

The festival culminated on Sunday with a lantern parade from the Corran Halls to a festive market at Oban Distillery

THE ROYAL Society for the Pro-
tection of Birds (RSPB) Scotland 
has issued a warning to those 
attempting to disturb the nesting 
white-tailed eagles on Mull after 

the offence.
Yuli Panayotov, aged 32, from 

London and Ivaylo Takev, aged 36, 
from Norwich were found guilty at 

Oban Sheriff Court last week of dis-
turbing the nest site at Killiechronan 
on May 1, 2010 by setting up a tent 
less then 100 metres from the site 
and photographing the birds.

combined total of £1,100, had 
disregarded warnings from RSPB 

approach the site. 

attraction on Mull, bringing £5m to 
the local economy every year.

said: ‘Unacceptable behaviour from 
people who think they are above the 
law and choose to disturb protected 
wildlife like the eagles will not be 
tolerated – wildlife photographers 
in particular need to take note.’ 

THE GROUP behind a plan to 
install pontoons in Oban Bay 
says it is a step closer to its 
goal this week after submitting 
a revised plan for the works to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Oban Bay Marine (OBM) was 
granted planning permission in 
November 2008 to install berths 
in the bay but resubmitted plans 
on Monday to add fuel berthing 
and space for up to 20 boats for 
winter berthing.

The updated plan would allow 

of seven berths on the inside of 
the breakwater.

OBM also plans to move the 
proposed access for pedestrians 
from the North Pier to the South 
Pier.

Meanwhile, the group has 
-

tors for the works but is in the 
process of meeting potential 
funders.

OBM has claimed that its costs 
so far are 53 per cent less than 

presented to Argyll and Bute 
Council.

AN OBAN-based outdoor 
organisation is celebrating a 
£6,000 boost from the RBS 
Communityforce Awards this 
week. 

Stramash won a public vote to 
decide the award by just three 
votes and will use the money 
to work with people living in 

-
tive, said: The award will make 
a big difference to the work of 
Stramash and will allow us to 
continue to use the outdoors to 
help change the lives of some of 
the most vulnerable in society.

‘I would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who 
voted for us.’

Stramash celebrate 
£6,000 RBS award

Living Life Guided Self-help is a free 

telephone service for people who may be 

feeling low, depressed or anxious.

To make an appointment with a self-help 

coach or for further information call

Monday to Friday 1pm to 9pm.

0800 328 9655
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ATHLETICS SHINTY

Glenurquhart lift 
London Shield

TEN PIN BOWLING

SKIING

INDOOR FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Fort will need to be 
in top gear as they 
face the Mechanics

A NEW shinty documen-
tary series, ‘Caman: Shinty’, 
begins on BBC ALBA tonight 
(Thursday). 

Over six half-hour 
programmes, cameras gain 
exclusive access behind 
the scenes to some of the 
shinty community’s best-known 
characters.

Sarring in the series are 
Fort William’s Niall McPhee 
and captain Duncan Rodger, 
Duncan’s uncle, Ian ‘Sunshine’ 
Rodger, Inveraray’s David 
Macpherson and Eddie Tembo 
of Glenurquhart.

Scottish women’s internation-
alist Lisa Norman and cousins 
Thomas and Ryan Borthwick of 
Kingussie also feature.

‘Caman:Shinty’ will be shown 
for the next six Thursdays at 
8.30pm.

FORT WILLIAM face one of 
their toughest tests of the season 
so far when runaway league 
leaders Forres Mechanics visit 
Claggan Park this Saturday.

Fort have tightened up at the 
back in recent weeks, only 
letting in 10 goals in their last 
six matches, but they will have 
to cope without centre back 
and captain Andy Martin, who 
misses the game after picking 
up a red card against Huntly 
last weekend which his manager 

 Lochaber Yacht Club held its annual awards presentation and dinner at the clubhouse on Achintore 
Road, Fort William on Saturday night. Club commodore Jim Shearer and his wife Moira presented 

the prizes to the winners, pictured above. Trophy winners included: Martin Wolfenden (Endeavour 
Trophy); Paul Biggin (Vice Commodore’s Cup); Brian Holgate (G.A. Faulkner Trophy); Ryan McIntyre 

(Mirror Points Series Trophy; Brian Fallows (Black Rock Trophy). 

CHAIR LIFTS to the slopes at 
Nevis Range have been over-
hauled in prepartion for the new 
ski season.

Welcome
Safety checks on tows on the 

Goose, Warrens, Quad and Bra-

James Tullie and Nicola Meekin: winners of the Ben Lora Race. 

GLENURQUHART youngsters 
lifted the Marine Harvest Under 
17 London Shield after edging 

Saturday.
The Drumnadrochit side 

opened the scoring at Balgate, 
Kiltarlity with 15 minutes 
on the clock through Conor 
Golabeck. But ‘Sheil hit back, 
with Aedan MacRae’s shot’s 
beating the keeper just before 
the half time whistle. 

But The Glen kept going and 
got their reward in the 57th

minute when Daniel MacIntosh 
struck to put his side into the 
lead. They were able to hold 
out for the rest of the match and 
pick up the trophy.

AFTER week of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling league Alleycats 
remain in top spot in the scratch 
division with 18 points. 

Council and Ardtoe/Nevis 
Radio stay in joint second just 
one point behind. Underdogs 
lead the handicap division with 
15 points with Alleycats one 
point behind in second place 
and Rotavators in third a further 
point back. Council drop from 

5-0.
The highest team games of the 

week went to Alleycats with 647 
scratch, 829 handicap, both 
being season highs. Alleycats 
also had the highest two game 
scratch total of 1281 which 
again is the season high.

There were a number of 
noteworthy individual efforts 
this week. The best scratch 
games came from Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with 195, Tommy 
McKnight (Alleycats) with 177, 
Laura Brown (Underdogs) with 
176 and Tony Whitelocke 
(Alleycats) with 175. Pam 
Weller’s handicap game of 241 
was the week’s best and her two 
game scratch series of 355 is the 
season high.

Currently the top 
averages are from Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 
164 followed by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) on 150 and Colin 
Pinkett (Council) on 147.

THERE were no winners again 
in the Fort William FC lotto 
draw on Saturday. Numbers 
were 1–02–17. The jackpot goes 
up to £1,000 this week.

LOCHABER Leisure main-
tained their place at the top of 
the Ali Young Premier League 
by thrashing fourth-placed 
Ballachulish 7-0 at the Nevis 
Centre on Sunday night.

Second-placed Goon Squad 
kept up the pressure by edging 
out HWEnergy 6-5, while TNF 
United moved into third after 
beating The Granite House 4-1.

Steaua Sookabreast came 
out on top of the day’s highest 
scoring game, with their 6-5 
win over Achintore FC moving 
them to sixth. Stroke City beat 
AA Young 5-2.

Bayern Bru’s struggles at the 
bottom continued as they lost a 
close game with Livercaol 5-3.

Lochaber Leisure 
lead the league

SHINTY

New documentary 
on BBC Alba

Banned: Captain Andy Martin will sit out this weekend’s game 
after being sent off against Huntly. 20_f48football01

Danny Conlon described as ‘a 
bit harsh’.

The two teams played at Mos-
set Park in August with the home 
side running out 4-0 winners, 
although the game was closer 
than the scoreline suggests.

Physical
Fort manager Conlon told The 

Oban Times: ‘They are going re-
ally well, its going to be a tough 
game. They are a big, physical 
side, and we’ll be thinking about 
that when we pick our team.

‘I’m looking forward to it. 
Everyone is expecting us to lose, 
but we’re going to go out there 
and give it a go.’

The game at Huntly last 
weekend was played in poor 
conditions, with strong winds 

Sean Ellis had an early chance 
but saw his shot saved before 
Russell Guild’s 20-yard strike 
gave Huntly the lead. Fort keeper 
Stewart Grey made a number of 

keep the score at 1-0 going into 
the break.

Fort’s Darren Quigg had a 
chance at the start of the second 
half but put his header narrowly 
wide.

Andy Martin then gave away 
a penalty and was booked for 

kicking the ball away in anger. 
David Booth scored from the 
spot to make it 2-0.

Second Yellow
Martin was shown a second 

yellow 10 minutes from time 
after a challenge from behind 
on the halfway line, and after 
Michael Ellis missed a good 

2-0 to the home side.
Conlon said: ‘The conditions 

were poor, but we didn’t play 
very well. I think for the last 20 
minutes we were the better side 
but the conditions spoiled it.’

‘They are a big physical side and we will be 
thinking about that when we pick or team’

Lochaber Yacht Club hand out the prizes

LOTTERY

No winnersGetting ready for the new skiing season

veheart runs are complete as the 
resort gears up to welcome thou-
sands of skiers. Mild weather to 
date has meant any snow on the 
mountain has not lasted.

LOCHABER Athletic Club’s 
annual Ben Lora Race at 
Benderloch was preceded by 
some improved  weather early 
morning, but some wild squalls 
ensured the course was ‘moist’ 

James Tullie of Shettleston 
Harriers had an outstanding run 
in the sloppy conditions to win 
and smash Andrew Wright’s 
2008 record by almost a minute. 

Colin Donnelly  kept him 

on the now notorious descent to 
break clear and win by nearly 
two minutes from the Lochaber 
man, with Stephen Rawlison 
not far behind Donnelly at the 

Enjoying
First 40+ veteran was Tim 

spell of form, who came in at 
just a shade under 28 minutes.

Nicola Meekin had another 

seconds short of her own record, 

which was set last year in more 
favourable conditions. 

Amanda Blackhall was second 

veteran, while Julia Connor was 
third in her 51st hill race this year.
Well done to all, especially Ron-
nie Turner and Hazel Whiston 

-
ish. Thanks also to the McGuires 
and Heinz for marshaling.

Results (Lochaber AC unless stated):
James Tullie (Shettleston) 25:50; 

Colin Donnelly 27:34; Stephen Rawlin-
son (Tayside) 27:46; Tim Brand 27:59; 
Craig Mitchell (Shettleston) 28:22; Peter 
Devenport (Bellahouston) 28:59; Donald 
Paterson 29:09; John Hepburn 29:12; 
Ben Thompson 29:20; John Binnie 29:37; 
Micheal Bossard 29:38; Chris Bell u/a 
30:17; Nicola Meekin 30:27; Andy Dale 
30:30; Ali Kennedy 30:54; Pete Ward 
31:19; Steve Macdonald 31:28; Stephen 
Whiston (Mid Argyll Tri) 32:40; Niall 
MacBeath 33:07; Dan Watson (Tayside) 
33:11; Mathew Martin 33:13; Gordon 
Binnie u/a 34:05; Trevor Shaw (Tayside) 
34:06; Jonathan Weir u/a 34:10; Amanda 
Blackhall 34:14; Ronnie Turner 34:44; 
Angus Bowman (Lomond) 34:57; Sean 
Bens u/a 35:26; John Dale (Mid Argyll 
Tri) 35:46; Julia Connor (Moorfoot) 
36:01; Lyndsey Shaw 36:04; Graham 
MacNab 36:09; Andy Newis u/a 36:14; 
Tom Wilding u/a 37:49; Jo McGuire 
(Westerlands CCC) 38:19; Fiona Thomp-
son 38:22; Herbie Maclean (Tayside) 
38:25; Susan J Ross 38:46; Nick Charlton 
u/a 38:53; Phil Thompson 38:54; Julie 
Corner 39:03; Andrew Cameron 39:08; 
Jim Hamilton 39:12; Lucy Prinns 39:27; 
Robert Dairon u/a 39:30; Emma Pearce 
39:50; Victoria Leiper u/a 39:58; Helen 
Karlsson u/a 40:12; Richard Gatehouse 
(Lomond) 40:30; Ken MacDougall 
(Tinto HR) 40:58; Kyla Orr u/a 41:32: 

Sharon Morgan 41:41; Rebeca Hel-
liwell (Mid Argyll Tri) 41:49; Dave Ford 
42:01; Jean Bowman (Lomond) 43:00; 
Jonathan Hart 43:48; Angie Kennedy 
(Jog Scot) 45:09; Suzanne Duncan (Jog 
Scot) 45:26; Marie MacCallum (Jog 
Scot) 45:35; Andrew Finniemore (Jog 
Scot) 45:53; Aileen Duncan 46:53; Kate 
Foster (Tayside) 48:23; Claire Treas-
urer 50:48; Margret R MacPhee 51:24; 
Pamela Hamilton (Jog Scot) 51:30; June 
Watt 55:52; Hazel Whiston (Mid Argyll 
Tri) 56:49.

‘Moist’ conditions for 
annual Ben Lora Race

ATHLETICS

Silver medal for 
Lochaber’s Isla

Alleycats stay top

Weather
Thursday Sunshine and showers.
 Winds moderate, west, south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC
Friday Sunny.
 Winds light, east, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.
Weekend Rain.
Outlook Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 1, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.42 1.3 09.39 3.5 16.20 1.7 21.44    3.1
Fri  04.34 1.5 10.38 3.3 17.16 1.8         22.45   2.9
Sat  05.33 1.7 12.02 3.2 18.19       1.9        **.**       *.*
Sun  00.24 2.9 06.41 1.8 13.31       3.2       19.26     1.9
Mon  01.47 2.9 07.58 1.8 14.27 3.3 20.27     1.8
Tues  02.38 3.1 09.05 1.8 15.10 3.4 21.16     1.7
Wed  03.20 3.3 09.55 1.7 15.48 3.5 21.57     1.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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7

LOCHABER Athletic Club 
junior Isla Mackay ran superbly 
to win a silver medal at the 
North District cross-country 
championships in the under-17 
women section at the weekend.

Over a hilly, undulating 
course Isla was level with Inver-
ness schoolgirl international 

400 metres behind. 
Mhairi drew away in the 

closing stages but Isla held on 

seconds behind.
In the under-17 mens race, 

Calum Fraser from South 

the Lochaber boy closed the 
gap on Scottish international 
Sean Chalmers from Inverness, 

strongly and claim a well-de-
served bronze medal, splitting 
the winning Inverness team. 

Lochaber’s Joseph Tangney 
also ran well and moved up 
several places in the second 

MacLean also continues to 
improve and ran a well-judged 
race to take 11th place to 
complete the Lochaber team 
counters. 

Lochaber took the team silver 
medal by several points over 

Lochaber team medal in this 
competition for 12 years.

FOURTEEN year-old Chris 
Bradley of Lochaber Phoenix 
ABC did his country proud in 
an international against Ireland 
at Motherwell last weekend.

In his second bout for 
Scotland, Chris faced Calvin 
Turner and again impressed to 
go into the last just two points 
behind.

He came out all guns blazing 
to try and pull the win out of 

Chris and Scotland just failed 
get the verdict. Chris will 
box for Scotland again in an 
international against England 
in Manchester on Saturday.

BOXING

Chris just pipped in 
international bout

Isla Mackay on her way to a 
silver medal. 
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