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THE DISTRAUGHT family of 
an Argyll seaman detained in an 
Indian prison for the past month 
have taken hope from a huge 
response to a petition calling for 
him to be freed.

Billy Irving, aged 33, who grew 
up in Appin and Campbeltown 
and now lives in Connel, is 
one of six British ex-soldiers 
among the 35 crewmen jailed 
after Indian authorities claimed 
their boat was carrying weapons 
illegally.

Their boat, the US-owned 
MV Seaman Guard Ohio, was 
detained at Tuticorin Port in 
southern Tamil Nadu state on 
October 18.

Billy’s girlfriend of four years, 
Yvonne MacHugh, who writes to 
him every day not knowing if he 
receives her letters, has launched 
a petition on change.org calling 
on the UK Government’s foreign 
secretary William Hague to help 
free the men.

As The Oban Times went to 

THIRD sector bodies in 
Argyll say they’re becoming 
increasingly concerned by 
a lack of clarity over claims 
independence could leave 
charities facing a £1.5billion 
funding shortfall.

Figures compiled by the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (SCVO) show 
that, between 2009-12, the 
sector’s income was around 
£4.4billion.

But unanswered questions over 
what would happen to funding 
that comes from organisations 
based in England are leaving 
charities fearing up to one third 
of potential funding streams 
could be cut off.

Among the biggest concerns is 
the future of Big Lottery, one of 
the largest funders of charitable 
and voluntary bodies across 
Scotland. Now Argyll charitable 
organisations have pleaded for 

Connel’s most enterprising youngster, Emma Hill, above, raised £723.41 for Children in Need on 
Saturday, by hosting a Pudsey-themed soup lunch.As well as organising food for villagers, the 

11-year-old Park Primary School pupil arranged a stall selling various goods to raise money for the 
charity, as well as a host of competitions - including guess the weight of the Pudsey cake. For a full 

round-up of this year’s Children in Need fundraisers, see page eight. 05_t47cinsale2

FIVE and a half years of 
holding weekly coffee 
mornings has paid off for one 
Kilmelford couple – after they 
donated almost £42,000 to 
charity.

Jean and John Bowman’s 
dedicated fundraising effort 
began after their daughter, 
Alyson, died from stomach 
cancer in 2007 aged just 33.

The couple set up the Oban 
Cherish Fund in Alyson’s 
memory, hoping to pay back 
the North Argyll Carers 
Centre (NACC) for the help 
it provided the family with 
toward the end of her life.

The money will now be 
used to provide transport for 
the cared for and their carers, 

getting people wherever they 
need to be, including hospital 
appointments, therapy sessions 
or even just a day out.

Jean said: ‘It is putting 
the money to the best use it 
possibly can be. It is like a 

and a half years to raise the 
money but we’re intending 
to continue. We’re currently 
looking for musicians to 
donate tracks as we’re hoping 
to produce a CD.’

Jean and John will also be 
auctioning off a special item of 
Downton Abbey memorabilia 
in the New Year. 

Jean added: ‘All the major 
cast members have signed 
a book wishing the Cherish 

Fund all the best. We’re hoping 
it will raise pretty pennies.’

The couple, along with fund 
supporter Ian Kerr, handed 
over a cheque for £41,735.45 to 
Morag MacLean, the manager 
at NACC.

Morag said: ‘It is a real legacy 
and we know we can put the 
money to good use. The cost 
of transport around the area 
can be prohibitive for people. 
This fund can help with that 
and support people.’

Anyone who wants more 
information can contact 
Jim Bowers, who will be 
administrating the fund, or 
Morag MacLean at North 
Argyll Carers Centre on 01631 
564422.

New tower lights 
go on show
NEW LIGHTING around 
McCaig’s Tower will be 

tomorrow (Friday) during the 
launch of the Oban Winter 
Festival. 

People will be able to see 
the dramatic effects for the 

lights will go out overnight, 
before a second switch-on takes 
place this Saturday when the 
town’s traditional Christmas 

up. The new McCaig’s Tower 
scheme has been delivered 
and funded through Argyll 
and Bute Council’s CHORD 
programme. It sees the existing 
lighting at the tower enhanced, 
with its façade changing 
colour every hour and a colour 
wash illuminating its top level 
windows. The new lighting 
scheme can change its colours 
for different events.

Bid to find new 
shop tenant
AN APPLICATION to turn two 
vacant retail premises in Oban 
into a food and drink unit has 
been lodged with Argyll and 

new tenant.
Blockbuster Video has been 

empty since the spring while 
Winehouse closed its doors last 
year, leaving a void at the top 
end of George Street. 

The owner of the shops, 

believes getting permission 
to use the premises jointly 
as a restaurant or café could 
stimulate new interest, with 
there being no demand for 
retail.

THERE are no plans to close 
any rural schools in Argyll and 
Bute, according to councillor 
Aileen Morton, the authority’s 
education spokeswoman.

a Scottish Government consul-
tation on rural education were 
published, councillor Morton 
said closures ‘were genuinely 

Redundancies 
sought at quarry
OPERATOR of Glensanda 
Quarry, Aggregate Industries 
UK, has asked for nine 
voluntary redundancies as it 
looks to make staff cuts.

The job cuts would include 
at least one post from lab 
technicians, transport work-

and secondary operators. 
Aggregate Industries agreed 
the site restructuring with 
the GMB Union and insists 
that no further redundancies 
would be made, if the quota 
was met. The company, which 
directly employs 128 staff at 
the Morvern site, denied in late 
2012 that redundancies were be-
ing considered when production 
ceased for four weeks.

Billy Irving, who could remain 
in an Indian prison for up to a 
year without charge or trial. 

Fears for Argyll 
man held in India

press, the petition had gained 
more than 5,000 signatures.

Billy, the son of former Appin 

Taynuilt Shinty Club and his 

teammates have joined friends 
in helping to spread word of the 
petition.

Yvonne admitted the support 
from friends and family had 
helped greatly but described the 
situation as a ‘nightmare’.

She said: ‘It’s so stressful 
not knowing if he’s okay. It’s 
constant. I think about him all 
the time.

‘I can’t sleep and I had Billy’s 
dad on the phone at 4am earlier 
this week; I was in tears and he 
was distraught as well.’

Trial
There have been three 

unsuccessful bail hearings and, 
under Indian law, the crewmen 
can be held without charge and 
without going to trial for a year. 

After a period of silence, 
Billy’s family has decided to 
speak out as they feel the British 
Government is not doing enough 

imprisoned. 
The ship, owned by security 

out anti-piracy operations in the 
Indian Ocean on the main trading 
route between Europe and Asia.
The company has denied 
allegations by the Indian 
Government that the ship had 
illegally procured diesel and 
was in possession of arms and 
ammunition without required 
documentation. 

Yvonne, who had expected 
to have Billy home for her 
birthday last week, said: ‘We are 

getting no information on what’s 
happening. 

‘These guys have been wrongly 
imprisoned and our government 
needs to do something to get 
them home.’

A spokesperson from the 

said it could not comment on 
ongoing investigations but 
added it was providing consular 
and was in touch with the local 
authorities.

Emma serves up £723 for Pudsey

both sides of the independence 
debate to detail their plans.  
Argyll Voluntary Action (AVA) 
chief executive Glenn Heritage 
said: ‘A lot of trusts are England-
based and have a UK-wide 
remit. Would that include an 
independent Scotland?

‘People are still having to 
surmise quite a lot - there’s too 
many unknowns.’

Philip White, a director of the 
North Argyll Carers’ Centre, is 
similarly concerned.

‘Like most charitable 

the seat of your pants most of the 
time, so things like this are a real 

do when they’re uncertain is 
tighten the purse strings,’ he 
said.

‘We need detail and there 
has been none. All we seem to 
be getting is soundbites from 
politicians and no detail.’ The 

concerns come after a recent 
SCVO survey revealed nearly 
40 per cent of third sector 
organisations are disengaged 
with the independence debate, 

alienating. 
SCVO’s director of public 

affairs, John Downie, said: 
‘Instead of more rhetoric about 
how things will be better, we 
need hard facts from Better 
Together and Yes Scotland.’

Speaking after a meeting 
with charities in Oban last 
week, David Mundell MP, the 
Conservative undersecretary 
for state, said: ‘There are a lot 
of issues about the independence 
debate the charities feel haven’t 
been satisfactorily answered. It 
is for those who are proposing 
change to set out how that will 
work.’

The SNP’s cabinet secretary 

the voluntary sector would have 
a ‘thriving’ future in Scotland, 
with a further £49million 
invested through 2013/14 and 
2014/15. 

He added: ‘We are not 
proposing any changes to the 
National Lottery, where the 
current franchise runs for a 
number of years and will not 
change. Scotland will continue 
to receive its fair share.’

Charities and volunteers left in 
limbo over referendum question

not on the agenda at all’. The 
Helensburgh-based councillor 

Council has no plans for any 
more cost cutting in the educa-
tion department, beyond that 
already agreed. She said: ‘This 
administration has no plans to 
close schools. We need to get 
an education management team 

structure in place that works but 
we have nothing else planned.’

Changes to Scottish law as a 
result of the government con-
sultation will include clarifying 
the presumption against closure 
of rural schools and imposing a 

down a school that has already 
survived a closure process.

No plans to close any Argyll rural schools

Ian Kerr and John and Jean Bowman hand over 
£41,735.45 to Jim Bowers, Morag MacLean and 

Peter Kemp from the North Argyll Carers Centre. 
16_t47cherish01

Couple’s amazing coffee cash total
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A RARE sighting near the 

found in Mediterranean waters 
is being put down to climate 
change.

near the island during autumn 

against invasive species in 
Scottish waters.

Mediterranean, but have been 
spotted more and more in the 
south and southwest of England 

Their movement is a climate 
change indicator and scientists 
would like to better understand 
its distribution in UK waters.

Scottish Natural Heritage, 
allows people to report 
freshwater and marine 
invasives.

Invasive non-native species 
such as killer shrimp and 
zebra mussels are the second 
most serious threat to global 

with non-native species costing 

WEST has once again proved 
best after triumphing in 

Scotland-wide VisitScotland 
Thistle Awards.

named best guest house/bed 
and breakfast in Scotland 

establishment to clinch the top 

A COMMUNITY-run shop 
on Barra is facing a period of 
homelessness after Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar vowed to build it 
a new home.

Buth Bharraigh has been served 
notice to quit its current home in 

While the local produce shop 
had been expecting to move 
into the vacant former Co-op 
building, the council has had 

it is chasing funding for a new-
build.

While that would be welcome, 

MacLean said the move does 

A DARNED good project 

summer will be launched in 

Challenge will be introduced 

Dunvegan Road. Donnie 
Nicolson from Row St Kilda 

Young Carers and RNLI 
Portree, the recipient 
charities involved, will 
attend.

The gathering will allow 
volunteer knitters to meet Ms 

the Row St Kilda project, 
the charities involved and, if 
needed, get help with the art 
of knitting from a pattern.

Completed socks will be 

for sale in various outlets 

To help needles start 
clicking, a basic pattern has 

website www.atlasasrts.
org.uk and local outlets, 

the Rainbow. 
Row St Kilda will see eight 

turn in an 18-foot larch skiff 

from St Kilda to Portree 
- weather permitting.

The challenge is part of 

Arts project to involve the 

Booking for the event is 

to attend but still wanting 
to knit socks should contact 
admin@atlasarts.org.uk or 
01478 617017.

TWO TEACHERS from 

been commended for their 
commitment to learning at the 

2013.
Head teacher Annie MacLean 

won the SQA Champion Award 

Catriona Henderson took the 
Appointee of the Year accolade.

The awards recognise 
individuals, schools, colleges, 
training organisations and 

Christmas card design will be 

after she was chosen as one of 
four winners of a nationwide 
competition.

Christmas Card contest as one 
of the best from hundreds of 
entries.

Strontian roadman commended
A STRONTIAN roadman has been commended for services to 

Awards at Inverness Town House.

the extra mile to keep things going, even in the most adverse 
of weather conditions. He is  also a great person to have in the 

Garden waste collection reminder
HIGHLAND householders are being reminded that brown 
bin garden waste collections will stop over December, 

In the meantime, people can use garden waste skip 

Mull Lines

Provost of Inverness Alex Graham presents Duncan Cameron with 
his award along with guest on the night, STV presenter Nicola 

McAlley. 

Duisdale success: From left are Annie Gracie, award sponsor Alan 
Harrop, Ken Gunn and TV presenter Lorraine Kelly.

Sean and Karen O’Byrne of Barcaldine’s Ardtorna with their 
Thistle Award for Scotland’s best guest house. 

Kilted Stuart MacLennan, left, and Daniel Gillespie collect their 
awards from TV presenter Lorraine Kelly and the award sponsor. 

West coast trio triumph at 
VisitScotland Thistle event

wins in the Scottish Hotel 
Awards and AA.

cultural event in the Highlands 
and Islands Tourism Awards in 

the Scottish Event Awards in 
September,

popping the champagne corks 
too. The Thistle Award as best 
small hotel comes just two weeks 

small hotel at the International 
Hotel Awards.

their delight. Karen said: ‘We 
are both honoured and delighted 
to be the recipients of such a 
host of prestigious and coveted 
awards. 

‘It gives us a great deal of 
pleasure to attract guests into this 
beautiful region of Scotland and 

guests into our home and to have 
them experience West Highland 

are just stunned to collect this 

regional award was a big enough 
shock to us, so to win the 
national award is just something 
we would have never dreamed 

that commit so much of their 

This award is testament to all 

their hard work over the past 

Duisdale Hotel co-owners 
Anne Gracie and Kenn Gunn 
are still smiling.

Anne said: ‘This has capped a 

to the skills, hard work and 
dedication of our management 
and staff as well as our total 
concentration on consistent top 

demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to learning.

Councillor Catriona Stewart, 
chairwoman of the education and 

sincere congratulations to both 
Annie and Catriona on their 
awards.

‘I am pleased that their 
dedication and commitment 

School and the SQA have been 

leave the organisation in a 

‘We won the lease for the old 
Co-operative building from 
the council in September - but 
nothing happened.  

into a new build - but we need to 

If the social enterprise is 
to move into the old Co-op 

point chasing funding for that if 

where it will be based, the 

how 2014 will look.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar was 
contacted for comment but did 
not respond at the time of going 
to press. Catriona Henderson and Annie MacLean: SQA award winners. 

commitment to learning

-

More than £1 million is needed to fund the scheme, with 

raised for the scheme to go ahead.

DEVELOPMENTS on the situation with medical services on 

-

Steve Willis retains the role of chairman with Calum 

However, the shape of MCC could change in the future as the 

manager, said MCC will need to report to the council on what 

start of meetings.

services to return to the island.

hospital in Oban in the middle of the night soon after giving 
birth.

At the moment pregnant women have to leave Mull a fortnight 

travelling to Glasgow to give birth.

several islands elsewhere.

island.

70 per cent.

Knitters urged to 
pick up needles for 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Barra left in dark 
over shop move

A trigger fish like that found 
off Mull. 

Rare fish sighting 
near Mull put 
down to climate 
change

Kiera with her prize-winning 
Christmas card.

teacher Dawn MacPhie said: 

in our area in which the lifeboat 

‘All the P4-P7s took part and 

Poole as part of her prize.

wins top card prize

Be prepared for severe weather by 
packing a few essential items to take 
with you.
Your emergency kit should include
• An ice scraper and de-icer
• A shovel for snow
• A torch and spare batteries
• Warm clothes, boots and a blanket
• Some food and a warm drink in a fl ask
• A fi rst-aid kit
• Battery jump leads
• A map for any unplanned diversions
• A fully charged mobile phone

Before travelling in bad weather 
you should
• Check the weather forecast and road 

conditions
• Decide if your journey is really 

necessary
• If it is - allow extra time
• Tell someone your destination and 

when you expect to arrive

winter weather ready
Are we ready to deal 

with the problems that 
snow, ice, storms and 

fl oods can bring?
To hear an automated 
version of our service 

disruptions call 
01546 604040

Which roads do we treat?
For our winter maintenance programme, including a full list of priority 
roads and pavements please visit our website:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/winter-weather-ready

Almost the entire road network in Argyll and Bute is looked after by the council. 
BEAR Scotland looks after the trunk roads in the area on behalf of Transport 
Scotland, the national transport body. BEAR Scotland is responsible for the A82, 
A85, A828, and the A83 as far south as Kennacraig.

Where can you report a road problem?
You can report your problem online anytime by visiting our website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/road-faults
By telephone during offi ce hours: (Monday - Friday 09:00 - 17:00)
Argyll and Bute Council: Customer Service Centre Tel. 01546 605514

If you have a problem with the A82, A85, A828 and the A83 (as far South 
as Kennacraig) contact BEAR Scotland Traffi c Customer Care Line on 0800 028 1414

Look out for a copy of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s winter weather ready leafl et 

or fi nd information online at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/winter-weather-ready

Tips for winter driving

Ice
Slow down, steer gently and use the 
highest gear you can. If you have to brake 
don’t do it sharply. Look out for other skid 
hazards like frost and wet leaves. Always 
be aware that there could be ‘black ice’. 
This is a thin coating of ice on the road 
and while not truly black it is transparent, 
so you will be able to see the road 
through it.

Snow
If your tyres won’t grip, there may be a 
salt heap or grit bin nearby. Spread salt 
or grit in front of your driving wheels and 
set off in the highest gear you can. If you 
are caught in heavy snow, wrap up warm 
and stay inside your vehicle is possible.

Fog
Use dipped headlights, keep your 
windscreen clear and drive so you 
can stop in the distance you can see. 
Use rear fog lights if visibility is less than 
100 metres.

Rain
Use dipped headlights, keep your speed 
down and keep well back from the vehicle 
in front. If you come to a fl ood, slow right 
down but keep your revs high.

Hail
Slow down and use dipped headlights. 
Beware of slush on the road after a 
hail storm
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The Scottish SEA LIFE Sanctuary
in conjunction with

‘Oban’s Winter Festival’
proudly presents

Wond
erlandWinter
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Winter
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Fun
Day

The Scottish SEA LIFE Sanctuary, Barcaldine PA37 1SE
Sunday November 24th 2013 10am - 4pm

Magician
Come and Meet Santa and Mrs Claus in their Woodland Grotto

Magician’s Magical Workshops     
Chainsaw Carving Demonstrations and Sale

Christmas Craft Market     
Face Painting

Badge Making and Clay Model Making
and much, much more . . .

only
£5entry

including a
mince pie

In aid of 
Merlin’s Magic 

Wand

THE DAUGHTER of an Oban 
woman caught in the eye of the 
storm in the Philippines has 
described how she was ‘numb 
for days’ before hearing her 
mum had survived.

to Lawaan, in Eastern Samar, 
in September planning to stay 
for a year but she had only been 
there a matter of weeks before 
Typhoon Haiyan, known in the 
Philippines as Typhoon Yolanda, 
hit.

Her daughter Margaret 
Campbell-Black was in Oban 
when she saw the storm 
approaching Lawaan on the 
news. Concerned, she phoned 
her mum but Tess told her 
everything was calm, in fact 
they had just been at the beach.

Three hours later Yolanda 
struck. 

The storm killed thousands 
of people and left millions 
more without food, water or 
electricity.

Margaret said: ‘Once I heard 
it had hit I couldn’t get in touch 
with her. 

days. I didn’t know if she was 
dead or alive.’

Tess, aged 45, survived the 
typhoon with only her home 
damaged, it needs a new roof. 
Around 95 per cent of homes 
in the region are completely 
destroyed.

Margaret added: ‘Once it 

SPORTS teams in Oban could be faced 
with two years without access to all-
weather pitches due to the construction 
of the new Oban High School.

The preferred site for the new school 
is an area of the current site along with 
land behind the Tweed Mill, Dalintart 
and Glencruitten.

As part of the plans two new all-
weather pitches would be constructed 
but the current one would be removed.

of the public consultation in Oban 
High School last Tuesday refused to 
guarantee any of the new pitches would 
be available before access to the current 
one is restricted.

Oban Saints FC secretary David 
Buchanan asked whether it would be 
possible to have the new pitches ready 

the blaize. He added: ‘Otherwise that is 
sport out of the question for 18 months 
to two years.’

Peter Bain, head teacher, Clelland 
Sneddon, Argyll and Bute Council’s 
executive director of community 
services, and Malcolm MacFadyen, 
head of facility services, agreed to put 
the proposals to the design team but 
said it would be a ‘challenge’.

Councillor Aileen Morton, education 
spokeswoman, refused to comment on 
the impact of the school and community 
having no access to an all-weather pitch 
and said it was a matter for the design 
team.

But she added: ‘A new school is really 
important for Oban and important for 
the council as well. There is a lot of 

exciting times ahead for Oban High 
School.

‘This school is lovely, it works well 
in lots of ways but has short comings 
as well. The new one will be a school 
for the future.’

Four other options for the new school, 
which are not deemed as suitable, are 
land at Glen Shellach near Argyll 
College, the existing school and land 
behind the Tweed Mill, Dalintart 
and Glencruitten and land near 
Park Primary School and Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.

There will be open events in the 
Corran Halls on November 21, 22 and 

December 8 with the results reported 
to the council as soon as possible for a 
decision to be made. 

A NEW voucher scheme from 
BID4Oban could be set to 
deliver a boost to the town centre 
- as well as making an ideal 
Christmas present for festive 
shoppers. 

The Love Oban scheme has 
been described as a win-win 
scheme for businesses, who 
can redeem vouchers at no cost 
to themselves as BID4Oban is 
absorbing the administration 
and printing fees. With 
denominations of £5, £10 and £20 
available, the vouchers are sold 
and accepted by 54 traders in the 
town currently, from pubs and 

A MAN has admitted brandishing a 
knife and threatening to stab a teenager 
after he refused to hand over his bike.

Donald Morrison, aged 21, of 1F 
Colonsay Terrace, Oban, pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court on Monday 
to robbing the 15-year-old boy on 
November 9 at Aldi car park in Oban.

Morrison had approached the victim 
and a friend and after initially being 
refused the bike, brought out a seven-
inch, red-handled kitchen knife from 
his trouser waistband, telling the 

victim: ‘I don’t want to have to stab 
you. Give me the bike.’

at this and the complainer surrendered 
the bike. 

Bike
‘The accused said his name was 

Donald, stated he was going to commit 
suicide that night and that he would 
leave the bike outside Tesco.’

Aware Morrison had left the house 
and had taken the knife, his parents 

contacted friends and the police as 

hour after the robbery police traced 
Morrison to Tesco and searched him 
but no weapon was found.

Defence solicitor Edward Thornton 
told the court his client’s mental health 
had been assessed and that he was no 
longer a threat to himself, or others.

His motion for bail, with a special 
condition of a curfew, was unopposed. 

Sentence was deferred until December 
10 for background reports.

A YOUNG father has been 
sentenced to two years in prison 
after pleading guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court to two charges 
relating to class A drugs.

is serving time in Greenock 
prison, admitted last Tuesday to 
possessing ecstasy with intent to 
supply and to being concerned 
in the supply of diamorphine 
(heroin) on September 15 this 
year.

In the early hours of that 
morning police saw MacLellan 

Ingram has been placed on a community 
payback order after embezzling £6,000 
from the company.

Oban, previously admitted the offence, 
which took place between January 1, 2012 

Sheriff Court last week for sentencing.

court the fraud happened after Hornby had 
taken over the management of one of the 

of land and estate agents.
He said: ‘It was noticed money had gone 

missing and the accused left a voicemail 
with one of his colleagues stating he could 
explain some of the discrepancy. 

‘He was invited to a disciplinary meeting 
and made admissions to taking some of 
the money.’

Defence agent Danielle Varela said 
Hornby had been unable to repay the cash 
as he had separated from his wife and was 
paying to upkeep the marital home as well 

as renting a property for himself. He is 
currently unemployed.

She added: ‘He deeply regrets his actions, 
he knows he impacted on other people and 
he is very sorry about that.’

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered Hornby 
to carry out 240 hours of unpaid work over 
the next year. 

He said: ‘This is a serious offence. 
You were in a position of trust when you 
embezzled this money.’

Bell Ingram dismissed Hornby as soon as 

in June, during a routine audit. 

of the actions and activities of a lone 
individual. 

‘No system is foolproof when a 
determined individual sets out to cause 
harm. 

‘Thankfully our rigorous internal 
procedures meant we uncovered the 
problem quickly and were able to deal 

Concern voiced 
over road closures
THE MAIN arterial routes into 
Argyll close, on average, once 
every six days, the minister 
for transport Keith Brown has 
revealed.

Answering a parliamentary 
question from Highlands and 
Islands MSP Jamie McGrigor, 
Mr Brown said that the three 
main trunk roads serving 
Argyll and Bute have been 
closed a combined 186 times in 
the previous three years. 

times between 2010 and 2012 
- meaning the road was closed 
on average once every three 
weeks.

The A82, which runs from 
Glasgow to Fort William, was 
closed 97 times for the same 
period - an average road closure 
every 11 days, while the A85, 
which runs between Perth, 
Crianlarich and Oban, closed 
46 times.

Mr McGrigor, who raised 
the parliamentary question, 
said: ‘Many constituents have 
expressed concern to me that 
the occurrence and duration of 
these closures, especially on the 

in recent years and they are 
questioning why the roads 
cannot be reopened more 
quickly as they appear to have 
been in the past.’

Fish farm 
recommended for 
approval
A PROPOSAL to build a 

has been recommended for 
approval by planners - subject 
to a local hearing.

Councillors are this week 
expected to agree to hold a 
discretionary meeting of the 
planning committee in the Lorn 
area to decide on the fate of 
Dawnfresh’s application, which 
has split the communities either 
side of the loch.

While Ardchattan Community 
Council unanimously voted 
to oppose the development 
during a well-attended public 
meeting, its Taynuilt equivalent 
decided to back the farm - but 
behind closed doors after a 
public meeting revealed mixed 
opinions.

farm is necessary to preserve 

the loch and will secure local 
jobs, opponents say it will cause 

the area’s visual amenity and 
could endanger local species 

lice and harm indigenous 
crustaceans through the use of 
chemical lice treatments.

Crash driver’s fuel 
spill claim
A DRIVER crashed through 
the island bollard on Soroba 
Road outside Oban Co-op after 
claiming to have skidded on oil 
or diesel.

The female was one of two 
people to report the spill to 
police last Saturday morning.

calmed down she went out and 
saw all these houses totally 
destroyed. She said it was the 
worst thing she had ever seen.’

But Tess’ major worry was for 
the safety of her mother who was 
in Tacloban City, usually around 
two and a half hours away.

Margaret said Tess eventually 
managed to travel some of the 
distance by motorbike before 
walking for miles without food 
or water. 

It took her nine hours to 
reach her 82-year-old mum, but 
thankfully she was safe in a 

Man brandished knife at teenager

Loving Oban: Launching the new voucher scheme at Oban’s Royal Hotel are, BID4Oban administrator Shona Neil, events manager 
Mike Rowell and the Royal Hotel’s Peter MacDougall. 15_t47giftv1

restaurants to retailers, service 

Launching as part of Oban 
Winter Festival, the vouchers 
will be available at the Royal 

BID4Oban’s Mike Rowell said 
the vouchers are a great way to 
support local business.

He added: ‘From Alba Art 
to The Wool and Needlecraft 
Centre, Love Oban vouchers can 
be exchanged for an enormous 
variety of products and services, 
for beauty treatments, meals out 
or a special piece of jewellery.

‘The scheme encompasses 

large and small businesses, so 
whoever receives Love Oban 
vouchers will be able to choose 
the gift that suits them. It also 
encourages local people to 
support local businesses and 
keep the town prospering.’

BID4Oban is keen to hear 
feedback about the scheme and 
will review how successful it 
is as time goes on, while local 
traders not already signed up are 
being urged to do so.

Mike  said: ‘Love Oban 
vouchers are not just for 
Christmas, they can also be given 
for birthdays, anniversaries and 

weddings. If you want to reward 
employees or regular customers, 
the vouchers are the ideal gift.’

BID4Oban chairman John 
Forteith added: ‘Oban has a 
wealth of great shops and by 
giving Love Oban vouchers this 
Christmas, people are opening 
up a wide range of products and 
services for their loved ones to 
choose. Best of all, the money 
stays in the local economy, 
encouraging businesses to thrive. 
The scheme is open to all levy 
payers and associate members 
and I’d encourage everyone to 
get involved.’

Just after arriving in Manila, 
Tess Campbell enjoys her first 

drink of water. t47tess1no

neighbour’s home. Tess has now 
managed to get to the safety of 
Manila, but family and friends 
are still in Lawaan without 
food, water, electricity or phone 
signal.

Margaret said Tess had gone 

the aftermath of the storm. But 
she is one of the lucky ones. 
Some families still haven’t heard 
from their loved ones.

Tess grew up in Lawaan but 
came to Oban around 14 years 
ago, working in McConechy’s 
during that time.

Margaret, aged 26, and family 
friend Ann Rowan are now 
trying to raise money to support 
the relief effort in Eastern 
Samar. Donations can be made 
in McConechy’s and Dolce Vita.

Margaret said the remoteness 
of Lawaan means it is not getting 
as much aid as areas featured on 
international media.

She added: ‘We need money 
to feed people as they have no 
food, water or medicines. The 
rest will go to rebuilding homes 
even if it just contributes towards 
materials. The community needs 
rebuilt.’

After the trauma of not 
knowing whether Tess had got 
through the storm Margaret 
said she was ‘over the moon’ to 
hear her mother’s voice for the 

heard from her,’ she said. ‘I was 
crying with joy.’

Typhoon 
trauma ends 
with ecstatic 
tears of joy
Oban woman waits five days 
to hear mother had survived

Fraud complaint 
reported 
FOLLOWING a complaint 

irregularities at a shop in Oban’s 

been reported to the procurator 

they had received a report 
from the store’s internal fraud 
investigators on November 12.

on CCTV in Oban’s George 
Street seemingly counting out 
large sums of money to another 
man and nearly an hour later 

an unmarked car was drawn 
towards MacLellan speaking to 
another man in the doorway of a 
licensed premises.

Search
Based on what they had seen, 

detained MacLellan for a search 
at Oban Police Station where they 
found 81 ecstasy tablets between 

his buttocks and, following a 
search of his home address, they 
found a bag of heroin, weighing 
9.94 grams, scales and other 
drugs paraphernalia. 

He was also in possession of 
£85 in cash.

Drugs experts from Police 
Scotland’s Statement of Opinion 
(STOP) Unit said the quantities 
found were indicative of forward 
supply.

Defence agent David Watt 
said: ‘He just wanted to get 
the sentence from the court, 

do his time in prison and get 
on with his life. He has a two-
year-old daughter and realises 
he is missing out on the most 
important period of her life.’

In sentencing, Sheriff Douglas 
Small told MacLellan: ‘I have 
said on numerous occasions 
that people dealing in drugs can 
expect to be dealt with severely 
in this court.’

MacLellan’s sentence was 
backdated to September 17, 
when he was taken into custody 
for the matter.

Stock up on shop vouchers and boost Oban

Young father jailed on drugs charges

Court sentences fraudster 
to 200 hours’ unpaid work

New school could leave sports 
teams stumped for pitch
All-weather surface could be out of action for two years
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The show’s over: Raymond Shaw, who has been with Spotlight Musical Theatre Group - formerly Oban Operatic Society - for the past 
40 years, said his final farewell to the group last Saturday, as he is moving to Glasgow. Raymond has been in many shows over this 

time, has also been chairman of the group and has taken an active role behind the scenes and front of house. He was presented with 
a picture of Oban by current chairwoman Lesley Duncan on behalf of the group and a night of reminiscence and some singing from 

those present filled the evening. 

AN OBAN woman has been 

man.

Who Pays the 
Ferryman.

Gaelic centre’s 
festival events

St Andrew’s ticket 
giveaway

Cash boost for 
Oban groups

Bike stolen from 
Fort garden

Glenfinnan
homes plan

School meal     
meat denial

The Oban Times

Former transport boss 
calls for ferry change

Roy Pedersen, whose book 
Who Pays the Ferryman casts 

a critical eye over the west 
coast’s ferry services and 

proposes ways the system can 
be modernised, saving the 

taxpayer money. 

Jean O’Brien, right, Anne Claydon-Wallace and Roddy Mainland help to clean up along the 
River Nevis on Sunday. 

Volunteers complete annual Glen Nevis clean up

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

www.highland.gov.uk

Supply Teachers Urgently Needed 
for Highland Schools...

Recently, there has been some press coverage relating to a national 
shortage of supply teachers to cover teacher absences in schools.
The Highland Council is experiencing a similar shortage, which is causing 
increasing difficulties for schools and staff in every part of Highland.

Shortages are currently being experienced in both primary and secondary schools 
and also in Gaelic Medium classes.  In order to address current shortages, and to 
increase the number of supply teachers available, the Highland Council is interested in 
hearing from teachers across all geographic areas within Highland who may be 
willing to consider joining the Highland Council supply teacher lists.  Primary and 
secondary teachers, including those able to teach through the medium of Gaelic, 
are urgently needed.

Teachers who register for supply teaching can be asked to undertake 
supply teaching at both short and advance notice in their local areas, and 

periods of supply can vary from one day to several weeks or months depending 
on the kind of absence to be covered.  Even if teachers can only make themselves 
available for one day a week, or at certain times of the year, the Highland Council 
would like to hear from them.

This may be of particular interest to teachers who are currently not working, 
and who have perhaps not worked for some years.  If necessary, training will be 
provided locally for any teachers who feel that they would benefit from this.  
Applications are welcome from all teachers, including any teachers currently living 
outside Highland but who may be available to work in Highland schools.

Anyone interested in finding out more should contact the Education, 
Culture & Sport Service Workforce Planning Team on 01463 702735/702734 
or email ECSStaffing.Teaching@highland.gov.uk  
Applications can be made on www.myjobscotland.gov.uk
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CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Faigh barrachd air na cùrsaichean fo-cheum dha
taich is chaidh na a cheang an

rean a t ta, na
meadhanan agus teagasg.

Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses
av for kers and rners of which
combine the ge with a choice of subjects

studies and teacher education.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

To be presented by | Òraid ri a toirt seachad le

Richard Balharry MBE MUniv DSc
Environmentalist
“Naturally Highlands and Islands of Scotland:  People and wildlife in one of the 
planet’s most spectacular and beautiful places.”

Tuesday 26 November from 6.15pm – 7.30pm
To be held at the Nevis Centre in Fort William 
followed by a drinks reception.
In the 2013 University of the Highlands and Islands Annual 
Lecture, environmentalist Richard Balharry MBE will extol the 
virtues of the Highlands and Islands where he has had a long 
career.   He will explore how his work has focused on the culture 
and heritage of the area and how it aims to provide young 
people with the tools, experience and confidence to be the 
decision makers of the future.

If you would like to book a place at this free event, 
please contact our events team by email events@uhi.
ac.uk or call 01463 279344.

Dimàirt 26 den t-Samhain o 6.15f – 7.30f
Ri a cumail an Ionad Nibheis sa Ghearasdan is cuirm le 
deochan na dèidh.
An Òraid Bhliadhnail Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd agus nan Eilean airson 
2013, molaidh an neach-àrainneachd Richard Balharry MBE buadhan na 
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean anns an do chuir e seachad rèis-obrach fhada.  
Sgrùdaidh e mar a bha cultar is dualchas na sgìre fo aire san obair aige agus 
mar a tha e na amas aig an obair sin na buill-acfhainn an gnàth-eòlas is            
a’ mhisneachd a thoirt do dhaoine òga a bhith air an dream a 
nì co-dhùnaidhean san àm ri teachd. 

Nam bu toigh leat àite a ghleidheil aig an òraid seo, cuir fios, 
mas e do thoil e, a dh’ionnsaigh ar sgioba thachartasan tro phost 
dealain events@uhi.ac.uk no cuir fòn chun 01463 279344.

A FRENCH distiller says he will 
realise ‘a dream’ if his planning 
application for a new distillery 
on the Isle of Islay is successful.

Celtic Whisky Company owner 
Jean Donnay, who runs Glann ar 
Mor Distillery in Brittany with 
his wife, Martine, has applied for 
permission  to demolish existing 
outbuildings at Gartbreck Farm, 
near Bowmore, and build a new 
distillery.

The couple have run their 
small Bretan distillery since 
2005 but had a clear view about 
where they would like to build 
their next distillery.

Mr Donnay told The Oban 
Times: ‘Islay has to be regarded 
as the maker of whisky on the 
planet. 

‘I can’t think of a better place 
to have a distillery. Gartbreck is 
a magical site.’

If successful, the distillery 
would be the island’s ninth 
working distillery and the third 
owned by a French company.

‘People may think that is too 

Donnay. ‘But it is an example of 
the ‘Old Alliance’ - it is an old 
story.’

Mr Donnay found his idyllic 
site through sheer luck. 

Having become aware of the 
potential of the site during a trip 
to the island’s malt and music 
festival, he later saw it for sale 
online.

‘When I saw this place for sale 
I couldn’t believe it. 

‘Just two months before I had 
thought it would be a nice place 
to have a distillery. I moved very 

WITH winter closing in, 
Highland Council and energy 
company E.ON are contacting 
residents across the region to 
offer cash-saving improvements 
to help cut fuel bills.

Letters are being posted out 

areas, which include Upper 
Achintore in Fort William and 
Loch Ness ward.

Residents are urged to reply 
by Christmas so home energy 
checks can be done and, if 
required, insulation installed 
early in the new year.

The council and E.ON stress 
home owners will receive initial 
contact in writing only. No cold 
calling or door stepping will take 
place in the programme. 

Great Glen hillside 
felling continues
FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland’s hillside felling 
operations next to the A82 has 
moved up the Great Glen from 
Loch Lochy to Invermoriston.

Project manager Alex 
MacLeod said tree felling 
at Invermoriston would 
not affect the A82 but the 
harvesting works would require 
a temporary diversion on a 
section of the Great Glen Way 
to ensure public safety.

IN THE days before the Highland Council, a body called the 
Commissioners of Supply along with JPs were responsible 
for roads, ferries and bridges in Morvern from 1686 until 
1775 when a local Act transferred their responsibilities to the 
Argyllshire Road Trustees. 

The Commissioners were concerned with droving and the 
movement of black cattle as well as ferry fares, the condition of 
piers and jetties, damage to roads and crops. 

They also gave support when there were threats from outside 
the county likely to affect trade and provided help to the 
building of military roads through the provision of labour and 
materials. 

Supply in Argyll has been lost; the earliest does not begin until 
1744.  Needless to say what has survived is a tremendous source 
of local information.   Morvern features prominently in the 
minutes - here are a few examples.

1749: That one half of the inhabitants of Sunart work on the 
road from Strontian to Inversanda and the other half work in 
making a road from the head of Loch Sunart to Liddesdale.

1749: The meeting having read and considered a petition of 
Alex McLachlan, merchant in Liddesdale, craving they would 
grant their warrant and authority for executing and establishing 
a ferry at Liddesdale to transport passengers from thence to the 
opposite shore to Ellanvourich [an island near Ardnastang] and 
to Strontian. 

They recommend Mr Donald Campbell of Airds to consider 
of the expenditure or usefulness of such and of the reasonable 
freights to be exacted from passengers and to make a report 
thereof to the next general meeting.

1756: Bridges to be built on the water of Geraven [the River 
Aline below Claggan] and Clenaig [possibly Clounlaid]. 
Expense not to exceed £80 for the former and the latter, £61 
provided that the public road be carried from Glen Liddistill 
thro Clenaig to the place where the bridge is to be built.

1756: The ferry freight from Kerrera to Mull and onto Morvern 
was levied at eight shillings (Scots) for each black cow carried 
between 1 January and 1 July and ten shillings (Scots) from 1 
July to 1 January.

1759: A complaint was made by Sir Donald Campbell of Airds, 
the Duke of Argyll’s factor on Mull and Morvern, on behalf of 
himself and Angus Gregorson, tacksman of Auchnacraig who 
later took over Ardtornish Farm, about a Lieutenant Dalton who 
with a party of soldiers, press-ganged two young ferry men and 
took them to Leith. 

‘The inhabitants are now in such terror if being pressed that 

number of cattle require to be ferried.’

1759: There was a petition presented to the meeting by Mr 
Alexander McTavish [Church of Scotland minister in Morvern 
1752-1775] showing that as there being no parochial school in 
the Parish of Morvern a yearly sum of eight pounds sterling be 
granted as a salary for the schoolmaster ‘seeing the instruction 
of youth if Protestant principles is a pious and Christian work’.

1760: The meeting approve the heritors in the several divisions 
of this shire to meet in the ordinary places upon the third 
Tuesday of October next and consider of the most proper 
methods for destroying the foxes and eagles and to transmit 
their opinions to the next general meeting

1767: There was a petition given in to the meeting by Hugh 
McLean of Kingairloch showing that the water of Ardel 
[Glengalmadale] in Kingairloch which is upon the public road, 
is in rainy weather quite impassable and so dangerous that to 
the petitioners knowledge no fewer than seven persons perished 
in attempting to cross it within these few years. The cost of the 
bridge is estimated at £90.

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.
CONTRACTS for a £36.5 mil-
lion project to build three new 
primary schools in Fort William 
will be awarded by the end of 
December, Highland Council’s 
adult and children’s services 
committee was told last week.

Work on a new Fort William-
Upper Achintore primary is 
expected to get underway on 
Lundavra Road in February 
2014, while contractors will 
start on the new Gaelic school at 
Ardgour Road in Caol in March 
2014.

Construction of a new Caol-
Fort William RC-Lochyside RC 
at the existing Caol Primary 

New captain at 
Pole Star helm
A NEW captain has taken 
the helm of the Northern 
Lighthouse Board’s Oban-based 
vessel NLV Pole Star.

Neil MacLean has been with 
the organisation since 2008, 
having joined as a second 

up through the ranks. His most 
recent promotion follows the 
retirement of Captain Stuart 
Ross. 

Neil said: ‘I am delighted to 
have been promoted to master 
of the Pole Star, she is a very 
capable vessel and the work of 
the board is very different and 
interesting. 

‘I look forward to settling into 
the role and being involved in 
the challenges ahead.’

Neil trained with Clyde 
Marine, attending Glasgow 
Nautical College, before 
working for Maersk on 
container ships travelling 
worldwide. Originally from 
Stornoway, Neil now lives in 
Glasgow.

AN INSPIRATIONAL Argyll 
social worker has been named 

of the Year.
Annea Wilson, who recently 

retired from Argyll and Bute 
Council, has helped people in 
Campbeltown, Mid Argyll, Mull 
and Oban over the years.

Annea picked up the accolade 
at the Scottish Association of 
Social Workers (SASW) Mental 

Conference.
Her achievement was marked 

as she retired from the Integrated 
Community Mental Health 
Team after a career spanning 35 
years providing mental health 
services in Argyll.

Annea said: ‘The awards are an 
annual event and I was asked to 
attend, so went along not giving 
it a second thought. 

‘It was a complete surprise to 
see my colleagues there and then 
to be presented with the award.

‘Working as a mental health 

helping people recover, become 

Body of missing 
man found in car
POLICE say there are no 
suspicious circumstances to the 
death of a man found at a beauty 
spot near Crianlarich last week.

Police were called to the Falls 
of Falloch about three miles 
from Crianlarich last Tuesday 
morning after passers by saw a 
Vauxhall Astra had crashed into 
a tree at the side of the road.

found the body of a man in 
his late 40s in the car. It is 
understood to be that of a 
Glasgow man reported missing 
the night before.

Police Scotland said 
there were no suspicious 
circumstances and his family 

SCOTGOLD, the company 
aiming to establish a gold and 
silver mine at Cononish near 
Dalmally, will ask shareholders 
to approve an extension to 

the project.
Attracting investment for 

for the Australian company 
after the price of the precious 
metal dropped to around £700 
per ounce from nearly £1,100 

A LOCHABER-BASED nurse and long-distance 
swimmer is looking forward to her next big 
challenge – swimming Loch Morar from end to 
end.

Morag Hughes recently swam the 12.5-mile 

to complete the incredible feat. 
Morag, who swam the English Channel in 

2010, is also considering tackling Loch Ness, a 
gruelling 22.6 miles.

Corpach woman Morag, 57, said: ‘Loch Morar 
will be my next big one. It’s 12 miles long and, 
like Loch Maree, I don’t think it’s been swum 
before, so it will be a good one to tick off.  I’ll 
do it in August when the water will be warmer, 
and will be raising money for the restoration fund 

She added: ‘Hopefully, I won’t meet up with my 
namesake Morag, the monster they say lives in 
the loch!’

Morag’s Loch Maree swim, on August 31 raised 
funds for the Wester Ross-based social enterprise 
project Good for All, which helps adults with 
physical and learning disabilities integrate within 
their communities around Gairloch, Aultbea and 
Poolewe.

The learning disability nurse has been a keen 
swimmer all her life and tries to get in the open 
water – usually Loch Linnhe or Loch Shiel 
– once a week, even in winter. I really enjoy it,’ 
she said. ‘I get such a lot of satisfaction from the 
achievement of it all.’

Morvern Lines

Jean and Martine Donnay hope to realise a dream of running a distillery on Islay. 

quickly after that! At the moment 
I am excited, because this is a 
dream of mine, but a dream is no 
good if you don’t realise it.’

Mr Donnay spent most of his 
career in advertising in Paris 

establishing the Celtic Whisky 
Company in 1997.

He learnt about distillation 
from makers of Cognac and 
visited Scottish distilleries to 
learn about the whisky making 
process and he prides himself on 
maintaining traditional Scottish 
methods in his own distillery.

Should his Islay planning 
application be successful 
Gartbreck Distillery would 
produce a typically peaty Islay 
malt.

‘I am currently making 
whisky exactly like they made 
it in Scotland 50 years ago,’ he 
said. ‘You get lots of distilleries 
opening up all over the world but 
they don’t have the character of a 
Scotch malt.

‘Scotch whisky is like great 
classical music. You have to 
understand it to appreciate it 
but that takes time; there’s a 
complexity about it.’

Mr Donnay said he hoped to 
have the distillery running - at a 
production rate of around 55,000 
litres per year - by the summer of 
2015 but was wary of revealing 
any more detail of his plans 
with his planning application 
pending. 

‘Being open for the beginning 
of the Islay festival in 2015 is the 
target but I have to be patient and 
do it right,’ he added.

French 
distiller’s 
Islay 
dream

Captain Neil MacLean. 
16_t47polestar01

Morag Hughes completes her Loch Maree swim: now Loch Morar is her next 
target. 

Annea Wilson and Councillor Dougie Philand with her Mental 
Health Officer of the Year award. t47annea1no

School site will begin the same 
month.

the redevelopment of Lochaber 
High School will be completed 
two months ahead of schedule, 
members heard. 

The shift from June to April 
2015 should mean ‘a considerable 
reduction’ in costs associated 
with completing the £11m rede-
velopment and less disruption to 
the work of the school.

The news means the £26 
million upgrade, which began 
in 2008, will be completed ap-
proximately two years ahead of 
programme.

‘If someone calls stating they 
are from the council or E.ON 
they are not who they say they 
are,’ a council spokesperson told 
The Oban Times.

Highland Council is currently 
managing a three-year area-

programme for the Scottish 
Government which offers free 
surveys on external walls to 
see where heat is being lost and 
follow-up insulation grants.

The circular from E.ON carbon 
savings manager Jon Kirby and 
Tracey Urry, the council’s interim 
director of housing and property 
services, urges homeowners and 
landlords to contact E.ON for 
more information and to arrange 
a home energy assessment.

It states: ‘To qualify for 
improvements under this 
scheme you need to own or 
privately rent your home which 
is heated by electricity, coal or 
oil and requires either cavity or 
solid wall insulation. If you meet 
these requirements you may be 
entitled to these improvements, 
jointly funded by The Highland 
Council and E.ON.’

Highland Council leader 
Drew Hendry said: ‘This new 
three-year programme will 
provide practical measures to 
save people money, which is 
especially welcome in the face 
of rising fuel costs.’

Anyone wishing further 
information can call the E.ON 
hotline on 0800 141 2283.

right kind of house, the right 
type of employment or voluntary 
work and eventually living a 

Devoted
Council spokesman for 

adult care, Douglie Philand, 
added: ‘This award is a ringing 
endorsement for someone who 
has devoted her working life to 

providing care to people with 
mental health problems. 

‘This is a national award and a 
huge boost for the council’s adult 
care service who do such good 
work in our communities.’

The award was shared with 
Ruth Buchanan, of West Lothian 
Council community outreach 
team.

earlier this year. However, the 
company still estimates a 23 per 

price, adding the mine could be 
producing gold and silver within 

At its AGM in Perth, Australia, 
on November 28, Scotgold’s 
shareholders will be asked to 
approve a £320,000 extension 

package agreed with RMB 
Resources by issuing share 
options.

residents chance to cut fuel bills

Argyll social worker wins accolade

New bid for goldmine cash

Council ready to name 
new school contractors

Jean hopes to open new distillery 

Long-distance swimmer eyes up 
next marathon loch challenge
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Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. 
Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-opera-
tive! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think 
how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, 
owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s fifth 
biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, and is also 
one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further informa-
tion is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where 
readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. 
For example, if your child is in week one and gets the most 
votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from 
the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will be 
crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which 
round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every week 
from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, 
which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for your wee 
one every week after they appear gives them the best chance 
to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t count the 
votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. Readers will be able to vote by 
text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the 
weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 
1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You 
may also enter a child if you are a subscriber living outside 
this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon, see left, to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please 
make sure you write the name of the child, date of birth and 
a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should 
you wish your photo to be returned, please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your 
photo but please make a copy just in case. You can also enter 
online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban 
Times every week to see when your baby appears. The closing 
date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules 
and terms and conditions, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/bon-
niebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

£750
of shopping 

vouchers

up for grabs!

Down Your Way

THE RECENT community 

 to 

TIREE

Children from Strath of Appin Primary School got active at Fit4Less gym, with, from left, gym owner 
Laura Carmichael, dance teacher Magdalena Sadlik and manager John Georgeson. 15_t47appingym01

STRATH OF APPIN
LISMORE

KILCHOAN

ARISAIG

Community Council

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Got a story? 
Call our 

newsdesks: 
01631 568000
01397 703003

Banavie Primary P1 and P2 pupils had a visit from PC Cameron recently as part of their ongoing 
project about the importance of road safety. The children were asked to design their own bike 

helmet, with P1 James Smith being chosen as the winner. James won a new helmet, donated by 
Nevis Cycles. 

GLENGARRY

KILBRANDON

BRAES

UIG

KILMORE

Bill Jennison and Jenny. 

Pupils at Dalmally Primary School took part in a ‘Come as you 
please’ day last Thursday in aid of Children In Need. Pupils 

from the senior leadership team provided homemade cakes 
for sale at snack time and raised £68. 

Next week Down Your Way visits 
Kinlochleven with Northern Editor 
Stephen Norris. Contact Stephen 

on 01397 703003 or email 
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

KILLIN
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Strontian Primary School 
children joined in the fun for 

Children in Need on Friday 
when they wore pyjamas and 
took their teddies to school to 
raise money for good causes.

See our West Highlands 
Children in Need round-up, 

page 8.

Upper Achintore Primary pupils were joined by children from Fort William Primary to enjoy a performance of the panto favourite 
‘Cinderella’ by the Ayr-based group M&M Theatrical Productions. Pictured are, from left, Charleigh Adams, Rico Stogowski and Liam 

Duncan meeting the stars of the show. 20_f47panto01

CHILDREN from Caol Primary 
School Room 13, the founding 
member of the Room 13 world-
wide art studio network, briefed 
business delegates on their work 
on the opening day of Lochaber 
Ideas Week on Monday.

P7 pupils Bethany Henderson, 
Emily Campbell and Ella Smith 
told how the studio had grown 
internationally since it was es-
tablished in Caol Primary back 
in 1994.

Group treasurer Ella told the 
meeting in the Moorings Hotel at 
Banavie: ‘Lots of visitors come 
to Room 13 in Caol from around 

A BALLACHULISH pensioner 
has been placed on the sex 
offenders’ register after a sheriff 
found him guilty of sexually 
touching a 10-year-old girl 
while she was just feet from her 
mother.

James Ridgeway denied 
sexually assaulting the girl at 
the village’s tourist information 
centre on the morning of August 
19.

But the youngster told Fort 
William Sheriff Court the grey-
haired 69 year-old had touched 
her bottom.

Giving evidence via video link 
for more than an hour, the girl 
said she had been talking on the 
phone outside the centre when 
Ridgeway walked past her.

She said: ‘I gave the phone to 
my mum then he walked back 
up. Mum screamed and clapped 
her hands, I turned and screamed 
and ran round the building.’ 

THE CHAIRMAN of the 
group behind the controversial 
Lochaber Business Improvement 
District proposal has said they 
have done all they can to inform 
local people about their plans.

Business owners across the area 
have complained about receiving 
little or no information about 

THREE new 22-metre high 
wind turbines will be erected 
in North Skye after Highland 
Council gave plans the 
go-ahead.

Scottish Water’s proposals 
for the 5kW turbines next to 
the Lusta Burn near Lochbay, 
Waternish did not draw much 
favour with locals, how-
ever, with the local community 
council and the Visit Waternish 
tourism group among the four 
objectors.

They claimed the turbines 
would have a negative visual 
impact on the area, affecting 
tourism and could harm local 
wildlife such as hen harriers 
and eagles.

But during a short debate, 
Skye councillor Ian Renwick 
said he had no issue with the 
plans and Councillor Angela 
MacLean said: ‘It’s within our 
policy and I’m quite happy to 
agree to grant.’

Two similar Scottish 
Water schemes at Portree and 
Broadford have already been 
given permission, with the latter 
already operational.

A PROMINENT Lochaber Gael 
has expressed sadness at the 
ongoing decline of Gaelic in its 
traditional heartlands.

And Charlie MacColl, the 
former chairman of Meur 
Lochabair - the local branch of 
An Comunn Gàidhealach - reck-
ons little can be done to halt the 
depressing trend.

Mr MacColl spoke out after 

Census showed Skye had just 
one parish left, centred on 
Flodigarry in Trotternish, with a 
majority of Gaelic speakers.

The fall matched that of the 
whole island, where those able 
to speak the language fell from 
74 per cent 1991 to just 46 per 

cent 20 years later.
Mr MacColl told The Oban 

Times: ‘The government has 
been thumping and thumping at 
Gaelic but nothing is happening.

‘More young people seem to be 
speaking it in the cities, but it is 
just pidgin Gaelic and that’s all 
it’s going to be. 

‘Even years ago in Kilchoan 
you would speak to somebody 
in Gaelic and they would answer 
back in English. 

‘I am of the last generation 
with good Gaelic handed down 
through the old ways.’

Barvas on Lewis has propor-
tionately Scotland’s strongest 
Gaelic identity, with 64 per cent 
able to speak the language.

asked: ‘Had something happened 
that made your mum scream?’

The girl said: ‘He grabbed me 
below the trouser line.’

Mr Maciver said: ‘This might 
be embarrassing, but can you 
tell me where it was on you he 
grabbed you?’

She replied: ‘On my bum. It 
was like a pinch.’

The girl’s mother, who was 
inside the centre behind a 
window, said Ridgeway had 
looked the girl up and down 
before making a lunge towards 
her.

‘My reaction was to scream and 
bang my hands off the window 
so he wouldn’t touch her. I knew 
he was going to grab her.’

She admitted she did not 
actually see if Ridgeway touched 

the BID process. But at a Fort 
William Chamber of Commerce 
event in the Moorings Hotel, 
Banavie on Tuesday lunchtime, 
Living Lochaber chairman 
Frazer Coupland said every 
effort had been made to inform 
people about the BID.

He said: ‘Consultations, public 

information, we’ve done that. 
At each stage we’ve posted 
information out, we’ve been out, 
we’ve done public meetings, 
we’ve spoken one-to-one with 
businesses. 

‘We think the information is 
out there. 

‘Communication is a two-way 

thing, and I think there has been 
a failure on some businesses’ 
behalf to engage.’

Ballot papers have been posted 
out to all businesses in Lochaber 
with a rateable value of more 
than £2,000, who have until 
December 12 to register their 
vote.

her daughter as she could only 
see the girl from the waist up.

Ridgeway, described in court 
as a paranoid schizophrenic, 
said he had considered poking 

but changed his mind.
He said: ‘I saw she had a bare 

midriff and I thought I’d touch 
her on the back and say ‘two 
choc ices please’ because she 
was standing at a window.

‘Her mum shouted ‘don’t you 
dare touch her’ so I didn’t touch 
her at all.’

Asked by defence solicitor 
Graham Robertson why the girl 
would lie about what happened, 
Ridgeway replied: ‘Perhaps she 
likes fairy tales.’

Ridgeway, originally from 
London, admitted to police later 
that day that he had touched the 

claimed he had been appeasing 

convinced of his guilt.
However, Sheriff Noel 

McPartlin believed the girl’s 
version of events and found 
Ridgeway of Lochan Dubh, West 
Laroch, guilty of intentionally 
or recklessly touching the girl 
sexually.

Sheriff McPartlin said: ‘It 
seemed when she gave her 
evidence it was in a clear and 
straightforward manner. I have 
no reason to doubt her evidence.

‘In my view the evidence of the 
girl is backed up by the mother, 

Sentencing was deferred until 
December 18 for reports.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner 
placed on sex 
offenders’ 
register

Primary school pupils meet panto stars

Green light 
for new 
Skye wind 
turbines

Fun and games 
for Pudsey

From left, Caol Room 13 representatives Ella Smith, Bethany 
Henderson and Emily Campbell delivered an impressive pres-
entation for Lochaber Ideas Week. Artist-in-residence at Caol, 

Richard Bracken, helped the girls prepare. 20_f47ideas01 

Businesses told BID information ‘is out there’

the world. We have also had 
numerous visits from MSPs.’

Photographer Bethany said: 
‘You can create anything you 
like and not get told it’s wrong.’ 

Secretary Emily added: ‘We 
have a project manager, three 
studio monitors, two newsletter 
editors, a managing director, 
a librarian and an events man-
ager.’

Next Lochaber Ideas Week 
networking events include 
‘Around Lochaber in 80 Tables’ 
tomorrow and a concluding 
‘dinner and rewards ceremony’ 
on Saturday at the same venue. 

Caol’s creative children
Gaelic decline in traditional heartlands

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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Acharacle Primary School 
raised £350.35 on Friday, with 
the youngsters all coming to 
school dressed either in PJs, 
spots, yellow or dressed as 

dinosaurs. On a busy day the 
pupils held a talent show, 
a guess Pudsey’s birthday 
competition and a Pudsey 

cake baked by a parent was 
auctioned off for £30 to go 

towards the total. The nursery 
children had a great morning 

in their PJs and parents came in 
and joined them for cake.

Pudsey bear paid a special visit to Banavie Primary School on 
Friday, with the children greeting him dressed in spots. They 

also bought Children in Need keyrings and wristbands, as well as 
filling in Pudsey outlines with coins to raise funds.

20_f47banavie01

Caol Primary School pupils got into the fundraising spirit by 
donating £1 to Children in Need to wear their own clothes to 

school, and many of the youngsters choose to wear something 
spotty for the day. The P1 and P2s also baked cakes which they 

sold to the rest of the school at a stall. 20_f47caol01

Duror Primary School had a full day of activities for Children In 
Need. Parents baked for the cake stall, copper and silver coins 

covered Pudsey’s huge head, a guess Pudsey’s birthday competi-
tion was held and the pupils paid to pin the nose on Pudsey and 
to colour in his pictures. The youngsters also put in bids for their 

teachers to dance Irish and Scottish dances. Head teacher Marylin 
Macdonald said: ‘The amount raised so far is £94 - not bad for a 

wee school with 18 children!’

Fort William Primary School youngsters dressed in their own 
clothes to raise money for Children in Need - with some even 

coming to school in their onesies. 20_f47fw01

Lochyside RC Primary School pupils raised £250 for Children in 
Need by paying to dress up in pyjamas or something spotty. The 
youngsters also played a game of guess Pudsey’s age, got their 

faces painted and enjoyed a cake stall. 20_f47lochyside01

Above: Ardgour Primary School 
did their bit for Children In 
Need on Friday when they 

wore their pyjamas to school 
for the day – and also to their 

swimming lesson!  The children 
sold Pudsey keyrings and 

raised £82.

Carbost Primary School on Skye was joined on Children in Need 
day by Struan Primary School, whose pupils brought along cakes. 

The learning council sold Children in Need items and held a toy 
sale while other activities included a colouring competition to 
design a new teddy or pyjamas for Children in Need. Pictured 

above are the winners with their colourful creations.
Carbost has 32 pupils in P1-7, with seven pupils in the nursery. 

Struan has six pupils. Together, the children raised £200.

All 19 Elgol Primary School and five pre-school children dressed 
in pyjamas for Children in Need. The older children read stories 
to the younger ones and had hot chocolate and biscuits. In total, 

£71.55 was raised for Children in Need.

Children and staff at Kyle Primary School went to school dressed in their pyjamas, while older pupils baked cakes and held a bake 
sale. The pupils also made Children in Need ‘Bank Boxes’ and collected up loose change over the October holidays. Estimated total of 

money collected so far is more than £130.

Right: Spean Bridge Primary 
School raised £327.12 by selling 

cakes and running a talent 
competition judged by Isabel 

and Linda Campbell. Pupils 
played accordion, violin, piano, 

guitar, recorder, saxophone 
and cello as well as singing, 

staging a puppet show 
and showing off circus and 

dance skills. Prizewinners are 
pictured with the judges.

LAST week was dedicated to 
the BBC’s Children in Need 
appeal with schools, shops and 
churches across the west coast 
of Scotland raising money for 
the charity.

From pyjama parties to soup 
lunches, big-hearted residents 
of Argyll and Lochaber came 
out in force over the past week 
to donate money to the annual 
campaign.

In the last year, BBC Children 
in Need helped change the 
lives of 450,000 disadvantaged 

Youngsters at Oban’s Park Primary School were dressed for bed last Thursday to raise money 
for Children in Need. Pupils from primary one through to primary seven donned their onesies, 

pyjamas, dressing gowns and slippers – donating £1 for the privilege. The whole school, including 
the staff, got involved in the fundraising and raised £243.08. 16_t47parkps01

Oban shop Nancy Blacks raised money for Children in Need 
through a guess the number of skittles in the jar and gift card 

competition. Visitors Rachel and Paul Lintott are pictured with 
the store’s Kathleen Nicolson, who was raising money from home 

baking. 16_t47blacks01

Youngsters in Rockfield Nursery, Oban, took part in a pyjama day to raise money for Children in 
Need. They are pictured with staff members Siobhan Stephen and Rosemary McKenna. Along with 

the children in the Gaelic unit, they raised £123.84, helped by parents buying spotty cakes. 

Right: Children in the 
Gaelic unit of Oban’s Rockfield 
Nursery enjoyed a pyjama day 
to raise money for Children in 

Need. Where’s Wally? Oban High School clan leaders Kirsty Campbell, Innes MacQueen, Jamie MacGregor, 
Alasdair Jordan, Jennifer Fothergill and Alsion MacVicar dressed to impress to raise money for 

Children in Need. 16_t47ohs02

children and young people 
living in the UK.

Sir Terry Wogan, Children in 
Need life president, said: ‘Every 
year the BBC Children in Need 
Appeal night is a testament to 
the extraordinary generosity of 
the British people.’

David Ramsden, BBC 
Children in Need chief 
executive, added: ‘This year 
the appeal is really special 
with people coming together to 
raise millions of pounds to help 
children right here in the UK.’

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Argyll and Lochaber 
dig deep to raise funds
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www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£5 OFF
when you spend £30 or
more on Christmas gifts*

*Applies to Christmas gifts, premium cosmetics, 
fragrance & electrical only. Offer available 
2nd-8th Dec 2013. One voucher per transaction.

£6.99*
YOU SAVE £13.00
DVB HOMME EDT 30ML
RRP £19.99 
DVB HOMME EDT 30ML

RRP £19.99

£3.49
YOU SAVE 
£2.01
GILLETTE 2 PCE 
SETS
RRP £5.50 

ONLY 

£9.99
!D SINGING 
TOOTHBRUSH

£9.99
YOU SAVE 
£2.01
DOVE BE YOU SET
RRP £12.00

£15.99*
YOU SAVE £22.01
DKNY WOMEN EDT 50ML
RRP £38.00

£6.69
YOU SAVE 
£4.30
L’OREAL MEN 
EXPERT 
SPORT SET
RRP £10.99

*Available 18th-24th Nov
While Stocks Last

AN ARISAIG man is renewing 
his campaign against Scottish 
Water over a claim he is being 
charged for a service he already 
provides.

Ranald Coyne built a house 
in the village in 1997 and as 
a condition of planning put in 
pipes to take away rainwater 
from his roof, garage and drive 
via a holding tank to the sea.

But despite having his installed 
his own system, for 16 years 
Mr Coyne’s water rates for the 
seafront property have included 
a fee for removing surface 
water.

The amateur meteorologist 
claims he has unfairly shelled 
out around £800 in that time - an 
average of £50 annually.

Mr Coyne’s battle with the 
utility began in earnest when he 

showing the property drainage 
charge for band F was £54.34. 
Previously he had been unable 

He and wife Su were told if 
they had a water meter they 
would get an itemised bill.

The retired couple inquired 
about having one installed 
but claim they were ‘bluntly’ 
advised against the idea. On 
further investigation, they found 
installing and renting a meter 
was too expensive and agreed 
not to go ahead.

After further wrangling with 
Scottish Water, a frustrated Mr 
Coyne took legal action and 
lodged a summons against the 
utility at the small claims court 
at Fort William.

According to Mr Coyne, 
although the sheriff dismissed 
the action he made it clear the 
issue needed to be looked into 
and instructed Scottish Water’s 
lawyer to follow up the matter 
- but nothing happened.

Mr Coyne told The Oban 
Times: ‘ I have given them a few 
years but I have heard nothing 
at all.

‘The sheriff did say to the 
water board’s lawyer that it 
was wrong, but his job was to 
interpret the law as it stands. He 
said it was wrong I had to put in 
my own system and then pay for 
the service.

‘It is completely unjust that they 
are charging me for something 
which by law the planning 
authority required me to provide 
before I even started.’

He added: ‘I would like 

MORE than 200 Lochaber school pupils 
performed some spectacular routines at 
the annual Lochaber Dance Platform 
last week.

Two shows in the Nevis Centre on 
Thursday and Friday saw the children 
showcase a huge variety of styles of 
dance and costume.

Ahead of the event, 14 dancers from 

Lochaber High School choreographed 
a dance and taught it to children at 
classes in seven different primary 
schools - Banavie, Caol, Fort William 
RC, Lochyside, Inverlochy, Spean and 
Upper Achintore.   High school pupils 
put together their own routines, with 
more experienced high school pupils 
running lunchtime dance classes for 

was taught by a visiting teacher from 
Y-Dance in Glasgow, with rehearsals 
starting the Saturday before the event.  

Event organiser, High Life Highland’s 
Active Schools co-ordinator Bridget 
Thomas, said: ‘The Dance Platform 
provides a great opportunity for our 
talented high school pupils to pass on 

their dance skills whilst developing 
leadership skills. The standard this 
year was superb, with some really 
impressive routines. Huge thanks are 
due to all those involved, dancers, 
choreographers, teachers and all those 
behind the scenes without whom this 
event could not take place.’

Dance Platform guest performers 

included Ballet West, Nevis School 
of Highland Dancing, Kinlochleven 
High School, ConnXion Dance School, 
Bunsgoil Keltica Dannsa and Ben Nevis 
All-Stars. Anyone interested in taking 
part in next year’s Dance Platform can 
contact Bridget on bridget.thomas@
highlifehighland.com or 07747 762 
497.

A FORT William designer has 
been crowned Womenswear 
Designer of The Year at the 
prestigious Scottish Style 
Awards.

Judy Clark’s pieces took to the 
catwalk amid the grandeur of 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
with lace dresses and steam 
punk frock coats featuring 
pheasant feather bustles which 
wowed the crowd.

The talented 29 year-old will 
launch her commercial range in 
Milan next year having already 
had the likes of Italian Vogue 
visit her studio, making the 
designer one to watch!

Judy has been creating one 
off pieces from Scottish textiles 
such as Harris Tweed, Calzeat 
Textiles, MYB Lace and recently 
worked with Timorous Beasties’ 

COMMUNITY Energy Scotland (CES) 
has pledged to help the Scottish Islands 
Federation deliver sustainable energy 
action plans for island communities.

The move follows CES’s successful 
conference in Glasgow earlier this 
month which was attended by many 
island delegates, including Eigg 
representative Camille Dressler.

The federation is one of 13 partners in 
Project SMILEGOV, a trans-national 

European project aiming to help the 
islands of Europe become leaders 
in carbon reduction through energy 

Ms Dressler said: ‘One of the issues 
that the Scottish Islands Federation is 
keen to help with is that of hard to treat 
houses, a problem which a number 
of islands in the Orkneys have been 
successful in dealing with.’ 

or to get involved can contact the 

based Terry Hegarty at terry@scottish-
islands-federation.co.uk.’

Felix Whight, CES policy and 
innovation manager, said: ‘We believe 

overarching goals as a charity and 
membership organisation, as well as 
a number of our current priorities and 
programmes.’ 

Clachaig Inn wins 
major UK award
STAFF AND customers at 
the Clachaig Inn are raising a 
glass after the popular Glencoe 
establishment scooped a major 
UK award.

The remote outlet, a 
traditional haunt for walkers, 
climbers and bikers, was named 
best pub, cafe or restaurant of 
the year following a public poll 
for the Great Outdoors Awards 
2013. Praising the efforts of 
staff, ‘over the moon’ Clachaig 
owner Ed Daynes said: ‘Next 
spring will mark 30 years since 
the Daynes family took over at 
Clachaig. To be able to achieve 
this success after all that time 
is fantastic. We’d like to thank 
all our customers for their 
continued support.’

Leading author 
holds writing 
workshop 
ONE OF Scotland’s leading 
novelists and authors is to hold a 

Studios in Kinlochleven next 
Wednesday.

Sophie Cooke’s session with 
aspiring writers is being staged 
as part of Book Week Scotland 
2013 celebrations. Among many 
accolades, London-born Ms 
Cooke was shortlisted for the 
Saltire First Book Of The Year 
Award for her novel The Glass 
House, which was set in the 
Highlands. The workshop starts 
at 7.30pm. Everyone welcome.

AN ACTION plan to revive the fortunes of 
a remote Lochaber community is under-
way following a public consultation event 
on Saturday.

Sunart, with the village of Strontian at its 
heart, has seen its young people drift away 
and its economy decline for decades.

But now Sunart Community Company 
(SCC) is determined to reverse that trend 
and plot a new path towards a better 
future.

And that process got off to a sound start 
after 70 people of all ages gathered in the 
Strontian Village Hall to contribute their 
ideas on reviving Sunart’s fortunes. 

Geoff Fagan of CADISPA (Conservation 
and Development in Sparsely Populated 

producing an action plan forged in part by 
local people.  

SCC director David Barker told the 

Oban Times: ‘He said their job was not 
to tell us how to develop, but to guide us 
in discovering what we really need to do 
to improve our community. Participants 
were asked to brainstorm all the problems 
and shortcomings of the area, which were 
then grouped under categories such as 
transport, education, employment and 
housing. The objective was to name every 
problem, however major or minor, because 

He added: ‘One thing that became clear 
during the meeting was that this is a 

Sunart’s future. 
‘With CADISPA’s experience and the 

community’s views, the result should be 
a blueprint that everyone can get behind 
with enthusiasm - because it is their plan.’

CADISPA is Lottery funded.

archery club hit the bullseye in Fort William on 
Saturday.

Ten volunteers from Kinlochleven-based South 
Lochaber Bowmen, including three junior mem-
bers, packed bags at Morrisons store and collected 
an amazing £656.68 from grateful shoppers.

Club secretary Janice Gosden said the cash would 
go to the junior club to help replace and renew 
equipment and personal protection gear used at 
club nights and in competition.

Janice said: ‘I would like to thank everyone for 
their wonderful generosity.’

A CHALLENGING project to 
make safe a Lochaber bridge 

skirmish of the 1745 Jacobite 
rising has been successfully 
completed.

Ballachulish experts Geo-
Ropes attached themselves 
to safety wires so they could 
dismantle dangerous iron work 
from the crumbling areas of 
stonework on High Bridge 
across the River Spean.  

The team, who spent sev-
eral days at the site to tackle the 
work, had to cut up the old metal 
railings and carefully lower 
them to the ground. The ancient 
stone bridge is being preserved 
thanks to a grant of around 
£200,000 from the late Dr Alan 
Reece, recently named as the 
third biggest philanthropist in 
the UK.  He had walked the area 
and said it was one of the most 
wonderful places he had visited.

The money allowed a local 
footpath group to build a new 
kilometre-long path down to 

Hands up for dance! Lochaber Dance Platform at the Nevis Centre on Saturday. 

Scottish Water to stop charging 
me for this. I just want my rates 
deducted by the required amount 
and a refund for the past 16 
years. I am unhappy at paying 
for something I have already 
paid for.’

A Scottish Water spokesperson 
said the utility’s position on the 
matter had not changed since 
2008 and that Mr Coyne was 

to possibly reduce his bill.
He said: ‘’Unmeasured 

household water and waste 
water service charges have been 
based on the council tax banding 
of a property since council tax 
was introduced via the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, 
on the basis of whether or not 
a property is connected to the 
public sewer network for all or 
part of drainage requirements.

‘There is no provision or 
mechanism within our current 
scheme of charges, approved 
by our economic regulator, the 
Water Industry Commission 
for Scotland, for applying 
a reduction on unmeasured 
service charges to take account 
of the particular drainage 
arrangements he describes.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Water wars: Ranald Coyne is 
furious at paying for a service 

he already provides at his 
Arisaig home. 

Audience dazzled as curtain rises on Dance Platform

Arisaig 
man’s 
water war 
rages on

Judy Clark: Womenswear Designer of The Year. 

newest textile range. And Judy, 
the only designer still living in 
Scotland, was delighted to pick 
up the accolade.

She said: ‘I was absolutely 
thrilled to win the award. It’s a 
very prestigious title so I hope 
it will help move my business in 
the right direction. 

‘Things are going really 
well for Scottish fashion at the 
moment. 

‘Harris Tweed is hugely 
popular just now and I’m very 
proud to use so much of it in my 
work, given the unique heritage 
it has.’

Judy, who studied at Heriot 
Watt University in Galashiels 
and completed an intern-
ship under Alexander McQueen, 
works from Beaverhall Studios 
in Edinburgh.

Islands sustainable energy action pledge

High Bridge from the Spean 
Bridge Commando Memorial so 
people could have easier access 
to the area. On August 16 1745, 
11 men and a piper fooled a large 
force of government troops into 

tricking them into believing they 
were surrounded. 

Each year Jacobite group 
Na Fir Dileas, the Loyal Men,
marches to the bridge to com-
memorate the event.

From left, John Tyldsley, Sunart Community Company (SCC); Rachel Kerr, CADISPA; 
Jamie MacIntyre, SCC; Robert Dunn, SCC; Geoff Fagan, CEO CADISPA; Kylie Fagan, 
CADISPA; and Hazel Dallinger-Mills, local community consultation co-ordinator at 

Saturday’s public consultation.

Sunart revival plan underway

Club hits the bullseye 
with fundraiser

Fort designer 
wins prestigious 
Scottish crown

Work to clear High Bridge of 
dangerous iron work took 

several days. 

Dangerous iron work 
successfully dismantled
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
7 Put a stop to when putting it on (6)
8 Attendant (6)
9 One of four (4)
10 Perseverance (8)
11 Western lawman (7)
13 Singing play (5)
15 Absurd (5)
16 Hold a position of authority (7)
18 Completely (8)
19 Always (4)
21 Drink from sensitive plants? (6)
22 Band member relaxing on one (6)

Down
1 Stead (4)
2 Used to melt copper (9,4)
3 Close down (4,3)
4 Eager (5)
5 Longing (13)
6 Ragged (8)
12 Piece of torn skin on the end of a finger (8)
14 Holy cheese (7)
17 Secure a rope (5)
20 Large jug (4)

THIODHLAIC SINN seann charaid dhomh air an t-seachdain 

Bha e dà bhliadhna na bu shine na mise ach, ri linn cleamhnas 
teaghlaich ’s dòcha, stèidhich sinn càirdeas a sheas thar nam 
bliadhnaichean agus mar a thachair,  bha e na dhotair teaghlaich 

dhreuchd. 
’S e duine blàth, eirmseach a bh’ ann agus fìor lighiche 

cogaiseach dìcheallach agus cha b’ e annas a bh’ ann sluagh mòr 
fhaicinn air an tiodhlacadh. 

Ach nuair a dh’ainmich am ministear ann an òraid ealanta gun 
robh ar caraid air a bhith glè thinn bho chionn grunnd mhìosan 
agus gun do chuir e làmh na bheatha fhèin, ’s e buille chruaidh a 
bha san fhiosrachadh sin!  Saoilidh sinn gur fheudar gun robh an 
t-eòlas a bh’ aige mar lighiche ag innse dha na bha roimhe agus 

Suidheachadh doirbh brònach agus ged a tha sinn a’ 

dh’fhàg e, saoilidh sinn cuideachd gum biodh esan air mòran 
beachdachaidh a dhèanamh mun deidhinn cuideachd. Thar nam 
bliadhnaichean tha mi fhìn air caraid neo dhà a chall ri linn ’s 
gun do chuir iad às dhaibh fhèin agus ’s e dòrainn uabhasach a 
th’ ann a bhith a’ feuchainn ri leithid sin a thuigsinn. Tha sinn 
dualach a bhith a’ faighneachd dhuinn fhìn an robh cobhair a 
dh’fhaodamaid a bhith air a dhèanamh nach d’ rinn sinn. Ach 
mar a tha an seanfhacal ag radh,  cha bhi truas ach aig an duine a 
dh’fhuiling!  Faodaidh sinn èisteachd ri daoine air an robh leithid 
trom-inntinn agus gheibh sinn tomhas beag de thuigse, ach mar 
a thuirt mo sheann charaid Dòmhnall Meek mun tinneas sin, cha 
tuig duine an dorchadas ach an fheadhainn a chaidh troimhe. 

a thoirt dha daoine a tha a’ fulang le tinneas air nach eil dòchas 
leigheis. 

Chunnaic a’ mhòr-chuid againn càirdean agus eòlaich le 
tinneas leantainneach, ‘s dòcha ann an cràdh agus gun tlachd 
nam beatha tuilleadh.  

Tha am BPA Margo Dhòmhnallach a’ feuchainn a-rithist 
ri lagh a stèidheachadh ann an Alba a leigeadh le daoine gun 
dhòchas air leigheas cuideachadh fhaotainn gus crìoch laghail a 
thoirt air am beatha.

WE WERE shocked to hear, at his funeral service, that our old 
friend had taken his own life. 

Thinking about it later we assume that, as an experienced and 
talented doctor, he assessed his own illness and decided to cut 
short his own and his family’s suffering. It seems to me to be an 
act of incredible bravery but as the saying goes, only those who 
have experienced the pain can truly understand. 

Now mourning the loss of a friend, Margo MacDonald’s 
campaign seems more understandable.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Tiree Association 
Annual Gathering 
Concert
THURSDAY November 14 
was the date of the Scottish 
Politician of the Year Awards 
and it was also the date of 
the Tiree Annual Gathering 
Concert.   

Johann Lamont, leader of 
the Scottish Labour Party, 
was therefore faced with the 
dilemma of which to attend 
but she chose the latter and 
proved to be an excellent 
chairwoman. 

Many of us, as Glasgow 
Highlanders, would have 

recollections of her summer 
holiday visits to Tiree, where 
both of her parents came from, 
as the pattern seemed to be 
the same no matter the island 
involved.  

Johann looked back on 
these trips and wondered 
how today’s youngsters 
would respond if they had 
to survive for two months 
without today’s technology.  
What would they think of  
contact with the mainland 
only being possible by 
pre-arranging a time to be at 
the local telephone kiosk or of  
spending a large part of a day 
just going to see who would 
come off the ferry and the rest 
of the day telling others who 
came off the ferry?  

From the outset the artistes, 
singers Joy Dunlop, Norman 
MacKinnon and Robert 
Robertson, piper Donald 
Campbell and the Dunmore 
Ceilidh Band, all from the 
same part of Tiree, and led by 
Eilidh MacFadyen, another 
prodigy of the Tiree accordion 
playing conveyor belt, entered 
into the relaxed and happy 
atmosphere within the hall. 

The association must be 
delighted with the success of 
this its 113th annual concert 
and be further delighted 
with the news that their 
chairwoman for the evening 
did not miss out at the political 
awards as she was the winner 
of the Donald Dewar Trophy 
for Best Debater in the House.  

Congratulations to Johann 
for this recognition of her 
successful ‘spats’ with 
the First Minister and 
congratulations also for 
ensuring the success of the 
Tiree concert.

Ceol’s Craic/ Gaelic 
Language Day
TOMORROW (Friday) is 
Gaelic Language Day at 
Glasgow University when 
there will be the opportunity 
to celebrate the language and 
its culture across the campus. 

A list of stock phrases has 
been posted online and there 
is an open invitation to contact 
Fiona.Dunn@glasgow.ac.uk 
or Shona.Massona@glasgow.
ac.uk if you have anything you 
would like translated.  

From 1.10pm until 2pm there 
will be music and song in the 
University Chapel performed 
by singers Kathleen MacInnes 
and Cathy Ann MacPhee with 
accompanist Mhairi Hall.  

Later in the evening the 
university will collaborate 
with the Gaelic Club Night 
of Ceol’s Craic in the CCA 
starting at 8.30pm.  

Innes Strachan, Niteworks, 
and songwriters Ali Whyte 
and Dol Eoin MacKinnon will 
bring together new voices of 
Gaelic song with the beats 
of the Scottish electronic 
scene and they will be joined 
by renowned Edinburgh DJ, 
Dolphin Boy.  

For tickets contact the CCA  

com/Glasgow/events.  

Uist and Barra 
Association 
reminder
THE ASSOCIATION
celebrates its 125 years in 
Glasgow with a star studded 
concert in Partick Burgh Halls 
tomorrow evening (Thursday).

Seonag Monk will be in 
the chair and will be joined 
by  pipers Yvonne McHugh, 
Catriona MacNeil and Alison 
Buchanan, singers Mary 
MacLean, Archie MacLean, 
Cathy Ann MacPhee, Sineag 
MacIntyre, Maggie MacInnes, 
Linda MacLeod and Margaret 
and Donnie MacLeod. Also 
on the bill will be piper Fred 
Morrison and the Barramac 
Dance School. The concert 
starts at 7.30pm.

Tom Mitchell
IT IS with great sadness I 
intimate the passing of Tom 
Mitchell.  

Originally from the Isle of 
Skye, Tom, ably assisted by 
his wife Rachel, was a great 
supporter of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach and earlier this 
year they were presented with 
Gold Medals in recognition 
of 47 years service to the 
association.  

Ever present at the Mod, he 
was sadly missed this year in 
Paisley although in character-
istic fashion his family were 
there to help. 

Our sympathy is extended 
to Rachel and to daughter Rae 
and son Thomas, together with 
the extended family, at this 
sad time.

Diary dates
Friday November 22: Uist 
and Barra Association 125th 
Anniversary Concert - see 
above.  Gaelic Language Day 
- see above.  Ceol’s Craic, 
Oidhche na h-Oigridh, CCA 
Sauchiehall Street, 8.30pm 
- see above.
Saturday November 23:  
Echoes of Oban, College of 
Piping, Otago Street, 7pm.
Tuesday November 26:  Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 72 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Sylvia 
Barnes and Sandy Stanage.
Thursday November 28:  
Comunn an Taobh-an-Iar, 
Haggis Supper, Ellangowan 
Social Club, 7.30pm. Tickets 
must be pre-booked. Scottish 
Music Concert, Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, 
7.30pm.
Friday November 29:  Eddi 
Reader, Glagow Royal 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm. Cask 
Strength Ceilidh Band 
- Hamish Napier, John 
Somerville and Steve Fivey 
- St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm.
Saturday November 30: St 
Andrew’s Party with Phil 
Cunningham and Aly Bain, 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, 
7.30pm. St Andrew’s Day 
Concert with National Youth 
Pipe Band of Scotland, SEEC 
Auditorium, 3pm. Tolbooth, 
Stirling, 8pm - Dick Gaughan.   
Double bill concert with 
Paddy Callaghan Trio and 
Findlay Napier, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided by 
Nicky McMichan on Friday, 
the Monach Isles on Saturday 
and Trail West on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will be 
Parting Glass on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

This week’s flashback photograph, submitted by a reader, features Rockfield Primary School, Oban’s class of 1932/33. Pictured from 
from top left with their teacher Miss MacDonald are: E MacInnes; A Taylor; A MacDougall; I MacLean; A Thomson; D MacDougall; O 

Gray, J Matheson and P MacIntyre. Next row: unknown; J Watt; A MacLaren; H Matheson; W Wright; A MacDougall; D MacCulloch; D 
MacFarlane and J Hill. Next row: C MacDougall; I Watt; R Donn; J Guillane; E Slater; I MacNiven; J Buchanan and M MacAllister. Next 

row: R MacGuire; D MacLeod; A MacDougall; H MacKinnon; D MacEwan; D MacCallum; R MacGhie and H Carmichael. Front: unknown; 
A MacLennan; F MacDonald; N MacLeod; I MacIntyre; M MacMillan and S Buchanan. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a 
caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Keep up fight
for fairer 
electricity prices
Sir,
Your front page article revealing 
how Alan Reid MP has forced 
SSE to apologise for misleading a 
customer came at an appropriate 
time for me.

Because of the huge increase in 
the price of electricity imposed 
by SSE, I also tried to change 
suppliers. 

Contrary to what the SSE 
spokesman told 

, namely that ‘incorrect 
information was provided to 
THTC customers that they could 
not switch; they can switch 
provided the new supplier takes 
over both meters at the same 
time’ - THTC has two meters, I
was told that I would need to have 
a new Economy 10 or Economy 
7 meter if I wanted to switch.

This happened to me on the 
day following publication of 
the article.  

I would urge both yourselves 
and Alan Reid to continue the 
campaign to get a fair deal 
for SSE customers and warn 
others who have a THTC meter 
that they should persevere 
because they do have a right 
to change to a fairer supplier.
Name and address supplied.

The importance    
of fish farming
Sir,
I would like to add my voice to 
those who have written to your 
letters page highlighting the 

to Argyll.
Six people are employed at our 

workshop in Oban and 45 per 
cent of our business comes from 

We are just one of a wide range 

this area.  Jobs depend on the 
development of the industry and 

Loch Etive are important not just 
to Dawnfresh, but to their many 
local suppliers.

Those opposing the new farm 
should recognise the knock-on 
effect of any setback in the move 
to more sustainable farming 
at Loch Etive, which this new 
development is a step towards.

The specialist skills in Argyll 

are hugely important to the local 
economy.

This is an area that needs to 
ensure existing jobs are protected 
and do everything possible to 
bring in investment.

Taynuilt Community Council 
recognised that in their support 
for Dawnfresh and I hope Argyll 
and Bute Council will do the 
same.
Cameron MacFarlane, 
Director, Argyll Agricultural 
Engineers.

Beneficial
investment
Sir, 
As a supplier of equipment to 

Marine recognises the crucial 
role the sector plays in the local 
economy in Argyll and Bute 
and as an important driver of 
Scotland’s economy. 

The proposals being brought 
forward by Dawnfresh for a new 
farm on Loch Etive represent 
a major investment in Argyll 
and the positive impact will be 
felt by many local businesses, 
including ours.

Investment at this level is 

creating new jobs and opening 
up opportunities for young 
people to stay in the area and 
thrive.

Of course, this alone is not 

planning consent.  A range of 
other issues must be taken into 
consideration, and anyone who 
has read the detailed planning 
application and environmental 
statement submitted by 
Dawnfresh will see that they 
have been.

Compared to many other 

an extremely low impact on its 
surroundings. High standards 
are set by regulators and the 
substantial investment being 
made by Dawnfresh – including 
locally-made Fusion Marine 
pens – ensures these high 
standards are being met.

It would be a real missed 
opportunity if the Dawnfresh 
plans are not granted permission 

on progress towards higher 
standards of sustainable 
farming. 

makes to local employment skills 
should be given much greater 
recognition than is currently the 
case.
Iain Forbes, Director.

Study detail to see 
how independence 
can be achieved
Sir, 
In reference to the letter ‘Have 
I missed Something?’ in your 
edition of November 14, G W 
Stewart is trying to disguise 
a plea for a ‘no’ in next year’s 
referendum as informed 
comment, three weeks before 
publication of the White Paper 
on Independence. 

True, much of what will be 
contained in that paper may not 
be enacted by a future Scottish 
Government. It will, however, 
outline how an independent 
Scotland could be governed 
across a whole range of subjects 
including defence, pensions, 

provision. 
No-one - on any side - doubts 

Scotland can be successful. The 
White Paper will explain how 
this can be done, even in the 
event of the SNP not holding 

G W Stewart also suggests 
there will be no nationalist 
(sic) party after independence. 
I’m guessing that the SNP as 
we know it will cease to be the 
broad church it currently is, but 
its many talented politicians will 
assuredly not disappear.

I strongly believe an 
uninformed ‘no’ is a greater 
affront to democracy than any 
number of non-voters; that 
every ‘no’ amounts to support 
for the current Westminster 
government, which is settling in 
for the long haul.

Mr Stewart urges us to vote ‘no’ 
from a self-professed position of 
being uninformed. I would urge 

people to await the White Paper, 
then start to make up their minds 
ahead of September 2014. 
Gordon Chalmers, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 

High hopes for 
large referendum 
turnout
Sir,
In response to Mr G W 
Stewart,  letter  
November 14, I, too, would hope 
for a large turnout at next year’s 
referendum.

However, it is up to the 
individual whether or not to 
vote and that decision should not 
have a detrimental effect on the 
result.

We were denied devolution 
in 1979 when a ‘yes’ vote of 40 
per cent of the electorate was 
required. This will not happen 
in 2014.

The terms of the referendum 
have been agreed between 
Holyrood and Westminster.

If there is a ‘yes’ vote 
there will be a transititional 
period of perhaps two years 
for negotiations with the 
Westminster Government.

The next Holyrood election 
in May 2016 would hopefully 
elect another SNP Government, 
allowing them to continue 
negotiations.  If a Labour or 
Coalition Government were 
elected they would also have 
to continue with independence 
negotiations as voted for by the 
people of Scotland - whatever 
their own personal views might 
be. The referendum will be 
binding on all parties, for and 
against.

A ‘yes’ vote will make Scotland 
a more equal society, not London 
centric with the added bonus of 
no House of Lords.
Moira Haywood, Barcaldine.

Biggest threat to 
Golden Eagle
Sir,
It was nice to see the Golden 
Eagle voted as Scotland’s 
favourite wild animal, 

, November 14.
But it was disappointing, 

although entirely predictable, 
for Dave Sexton of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) to use the news 
to bring up the supposed threat 
to the species due to illegal 
persecution.

The biggest single threat to the 
Golden Eagles’ future survival 
lies with the introduction of its 
larger cousin, the sea eagle, and 
the impact this is already having 
on the availability of prey for 
both species. 

I have been told on several 
occasions about Sea Eagles 
harassing Golden Eagles on 

Skye and on the mainland west 
coast.

This spring, a friend on Skye 
had a Golden Eagle killing his 

encountered this problem in all 
his working life as a crofter. 

This was very possibly 
triggered by an imbalance in 
the food chain as a result of the 
presence of a pair of Sea Eagles 
in the area. 

Just a fortnight ago, high in the 
hills to the south of Drumochter, 
I watched a mature Golden Eagle 
attempting to chase an immature 
Sea Eagle from its territory. 

As the number of Sea Eagles 
increases to saturation point, 
more and more pressure is 
going to be put on our native 
Golden Eagle as they attempt to 
compete for available territories 
and prey. 

When the Golden Eagle is in 
terminal decline, just like the 
capercaillie and the Scottish 
wildcat, who will the RSPB 
blame then?
M MacNally, Invergarry. 

Fireworks display 
thanks
Sir,
We would like to thank the 
sponsors and volunteers who 
made the Oban Fireworks 
Display such a success.

Our sponsors MacQueen 
Brothers Charitable Trust, 
Bid4Oban, Oban Common Good 
Fund and a third sector grant 
provided the funds to allow the 
event to go ahead. 

The volunteers who gave 
up their own time to run the 
event deserve special praise, 
in particular Oban Lions Club 

management was a major 
contribution to the event, Oban 

crowd control, and Neil MacKay 
who helped co-ordinate and plan 
the event and was MC on the 
night.  

We are grateful to the 
emergency services, in particular 

Thanks to Oban Rugby 
Club and Soroba Community 
Association who provided food 
and souvenir retail facilities.

A big thank you also to 
the Argyll and Bute staff at 

ran smoothly and safely.
The biggest thank you however 

goes to the people of Oban who 
turned out in their hundreds to 
support the event and who on the 
night donated £2,136.60.

This sum will be used towards 
next year’s event and gives us 
the comfort that we have already 
raised 30 per cent of the cost of 
next year’s display.
Councillors Fred Hall and 
Roddy McCuish, Oban 
Fireworks Group.

COMMUNITY spirit is something that has long held together 

our landscapes and our culture.
It is easy to become blasé about the efforts of our friends, 

neighbours and colleagues when they go the extra mile for a 
cause - all for no more reward than the thanks and smiles from 
the people they help.

But sometimes even the smallest of individual efforts go a long 
way, as Jean and John Bowman of Kilmelford demonstrated 
amply this week - particularly if you keep making that effort.

The big-hearted pair started holding weekly coffee mornings 

died from stomach cancer. The aim was to repay the North Argyll 
Carers Centre for their help during the end of Alyson’s life.

Over time and several small increments averaging £145 per 
week, their Oban Cherish Fund grew. culminating in a £42,000 
boost for the charity.

It is a perfect example of how, taken together, several smaller 

of what makes the west, best. 
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TEL: 01583 505254  
www.GIGHA.ORG.UK  HOTEL@GIGHA.ORG.UK

‘SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
GOURMET EVENT’

CHRISTMAS EVE: DINNER
CHRISTMAS DAY: FESTIVE LUNCH AND 

A LIGHT SUPPER IN THE EVENING 
BOXING DAY: SUPERB GALA BREAKFAST 

AND BOXING DAY EVENING BUFFET  

ALL ACCOMMODATION ALONG WITH 
SPECIAL GOURMET EVENT MEALS AS ABOVE 
INCLUDED FOR THE NIGHTS OF 24TH, 25TH 

AND 26TH DECEMBER, 2013  
 PRICE: £60.00 PER PERSON PER NIGHT

SELF CATERING COTTAGE FOR THE THREE NIGHTS 
WITH SPECIAL GOURMET FOOD INCLUDED 

ALSO AVAILABLE. PLEASE CONTACT US

FROM 1st to 23rd DECEMBER, 2013 FESTIVE 
LUNCHES WILL BE SERVED BETWEEN 12.00 NOON 

AND 2.00 P.M. AT A COST OF £14.50.   

BOOKINGS ONLY ON 01583 505254
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WHEN you’re looking for a gift for that spe-
cial someone this Christmas, don’t even 
consider socks. Eliminate from your mind 

any thought of festive jumpers, back massager and 
onesies - bread, pie or doughnut makers. And don’t 
even think about a gift voucher.
We’ve all experienced it, receiving presents we 
rather didn’t receive; faking an appreciative smile 
when inside you’re crying. Trying discreetly to do-

nate it to the charity shop or even re-wrap 
it and give it to someone else.
So take time and consider what gifts to 
get anyone important to you - think about 
what they’d love to buy themselves but 
couldn’t justify. Something they’d never 
think of but love. Perhaps something they 
would treasure forever.
Have a look around too; speak to shopkeep-
ers in different shops and ask for advice. 
You’ll be amazed at some of the sugges-
tions that might come your way. Pick well, 
and you’ll revel in the smile you’ll receive 
on Christmas day.

A FREE GILLIAN KYLE TUNNOCK’S 
CARAMEL WAFER APRON WORTH

£24.30*

Please note: Gift is sent to the person paying for the order

Call subscriptions on 01631 568 000
Quote SF012

Gillian Kyle creates beautiful, high quality gifts, accessories and things for your home that 
proudly celebrate all that makes Scotland Scottish! All produced by skilled craftspeople 

and small businesses throughout Scotland & the UK. 
Our organic cotton ‘Caramel Wafer Wrapper’ apron is a colourful salute to the iconic foil wrapper 

of the world famous Scottish biscuit. Tunnock’s describe it as the “national treat” and 
we couldn’t agree more! 

www.gilliankyle.com

Only
£9.99
per quarter

Terms & Cond i t i ons:  Cance l l a t i on cha rges app l y  and no re f unds can be g i ven.   Fo r  UK based 
c u s to m e r s  o n l y.   T h i s  o f f e r  i s  o p e n  to  n ew s u b s c r i b e r s  o n l y  a n d  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  to  t h o s e 
renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one year only — cancellations are not possible during this period.  Whilst 
stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd to share your details with Gillian Kyle and for them 

AND RECEIVE

SUBSCRIBE TO

The Ideal 
Christmas Giftwww.theolivegardenoban.co.uk

MENU

NEW!

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
Choose any 3 
for only £8.95

2 Railway Pier, Oban, Argyll  | 01631 570 347



14 FESTIVE TIMES Thursday 21 November, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FESTIVE celebrations will be taking place 
across Scotland as Christmas and New 
Year draw closer.

local Christmas lights switch-on. These will take 

Be sure to check out Kilmartin Museum’s Fairtrade 
Christmas market on November 23 and 24.
There will also be late night shopping events 

taking place, where along with your purchases 

singers. Take a trip to Tobermory on November 29 
to join in their celebrations.

its annual Santa Sparkle in Lamlash. There will 

Sunday.

and dancing until late in the sparkling surroundings 

traditional and classical music, village hall 
Christmas parties as well as bars 

course there will be organised 
parties in venues across the 
region which companies 
are welcome to join.
When it comes to 

the time to 

as Edinburgh or Stirling. Towns and villages across 

Some to keep an eye on are Oban’s Hogmanay or 

The famous George Christmas Lights will 
be up by the end of November.

We are open every day, all year, excluding Christmas Day.

Food is served all day from 12 - 9pm. Live music every Friday and Saturday.

GREAT VALUE ACCOMMODATION, JACUZZIS, 
ROLL TOPS, OPEN FIRES IN ROOMS

Why not have a few days away before Christmas
Book your accommodation now - relax & enjoy

For more information contact
The George Hotel 

Tel: 01499 302111 or email 
info@thegeorgehotel.co.uk
www.thegeorgehotel.co.uk

Christmas Party Nights 
6 / 7 Dec and 13/ 14 Dec. 

Book your accomodation 
now – relax & enjoy

Winter deals available 
check online for details

Transport available

Battery Point, Pier Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6UF
Tel/Fax  01880 821 136   Mobile  07786 390 668

Prentice Seafoods

Suppliers of Live Shellfish to Trade and Public.
Selling Locally Caught

Lobster, Crab, Prawns, Squat Lobsters,
Scallops, Oysters, Mussels etc

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

STEAK NIGHT AT THE
TAYNUILT HOTEL

Saturday 23rd November 
Also there will be Live Music 

with Argyll Acoustic 
6pm- 9pm 

Choice of sirloin, pope’s eye and rib 
eye steaks with lots of lovely sauces 
to choose from also with a choice of 
sides. 
Also on offer we will have a mixed 
grill (pope’s eye, Cumberland sausage, 
chicken and venison haunch) which 
also comes with a choice of sauce and side options.

A la carte menu will also be available on the night.

To book a table please 
call 01866 822437

Festivities
      far and wide

Now under Melfort Village 
Management!

Open Thursday – Monday 

Monday Music Night

Thursday Curry Night (6-9pm)

Sunday Roast (12-3pm)

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
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OBAN has long been known as a summer retreat 

a west Highland getaway.
But did you know that the town is now one of the best 

winter destinations too, thanks mainly to the increasingly 
popular Oban Winter Festival.
Running from November 22 to December 1 this year, 

the festival offers the best this area has to offer 
and more.
Even Santa is getting in on the 

celebrations as he leads a rein-
deer parade through the town’s 
George Street on the opening 
weekend of the festival.
The opening ceremony to 

the third annual event will 
also feature a spectacu-
lar lights display at Mc-
Caig’s Tower, a Winter 
Wonderland performance 
by Ballet West, a food 
and drink market with local 
produce in Oban Distillery, 
dry slope skiing at Kilbowie 
Outdoor Centre much more.
Throughout the week there is 

a great mix of fun and frolics for all 
ages.
This year’s festival will also incorporate a 

variety of St Andrew’s Day events, from an afternoon 
Scottish dance show to a spectacular Oban Bay Lights 
Show, which can be viewed from the Esplanade. The 
lights show will include the projection of a huge Saltire 

across Oban Bay - onlookers will be hoping for a bit 
of drizzle for once, as the effect of the lights is more 
spectacular in the rain.
Following the lights show the Corran Halls will host a 

star-studded ceilidh featuring Oban Pipe Band, guest 
dancers and singers and ceilidh favourites Skipinnish, 
fronted by traditional music’s man of the moment Rob-

ert Robertson, winner of this year’s Mod gold 
medal.

The festival will be brought to a close 
on Sunday, December 1 when 
Oban High School Pipe Band 
leads a lantern parade from 
the Corran Halls at 5.30pm to 

a food court at Oban Distill-
ery. From there, people 
are invited to enjoy the 
Grand Finale.
Some of the other high-

lights this year include 
street markets, late-night 
shopping, a science 

weekend, roller disco, his-
tory tours, whisky tasting, a 

art demonstration.
With so much on offer in this year’s 

exciting programme, there is no excuse 
for missing out.

Take a look at the festival programme and contact 
details in this week’s Oban Times or visit obanwinterfes-
tival.com and get involved in Oban’s showpiece winter 
event!

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

For a special present 
at Christmas give a

Manor House
Gift Voucher

Overlooking the harbour
 Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

festivitiesin oban

Oban’s Station Square at Christmas time. Photo courtesy of Dennis Hardley.
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a bottle of special edition 

Oban Times whisky 

from Oban Distillery

WINWIN

AS ONE of Oban Winter Festival’s main backers, Oban 
Distillery, in association with The Oban Times, is offering 
readers a chance to win a special, engraved bottle of 
whisky.
Diageo has been a consistent backer of the festival since it 
started in 2011 and once again has played a key part in its 
planning, as well as hosting a number of its events.
To celebrate this year’s celebrations, Oban Distillery is 
offering one lucky reader the chance to win a bottle of 
14 year old malt, engraved with their own personalised 
message.
Not only would the bottle make an ideal Christmas gift, 
but it guarantees a unique way to celebrate the festival’s 
success.

To win, all you have to do is answer this simple question: 

When was Oban Distillery established? 

Simply fill in the form below and send to Whisky 
Competition, Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA37 
1SE. Entries must be submitted by 5pm on Monday, 
November 25.

Answer: ...................................................................................
Name: ......................................................................................
Address: ..................................................................................
.................................................................................................
Daytime Phone Number: ........................................................

Terms and Conditions: Entries open to over 18s only. Staff and families of Wyvex Media 
employees are prohibited from entering. No cash alternative is available. The editor’s 
decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Entries submitted after the 
deadline will not be considered. Winners must show proof of ID on collection of prize from 
The Oban Times offices.

WHISKY
COMPETITION

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
BALLET WEST WINTER WONDERLAND
Corran Halls, Oban 7.00pm. Doors open 6.30pm
FAMILY ROLLER DISCO WEEKEND
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban
Ages 5 to Adult
6pm-9.30pm
TABLE TOP SALE IN AID OF FRIENDS OF OBAN
HOSPICE
The Co-op. 10.00am-4.00pm.

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER
ARGYLL ANIMAL AID CRAFT FAYRE
Corran Halls Oban 11.00am – 3.00pm
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL FOOD & DRINK MARKET
Oban Distillery Cask Room
10.00am – 4.00pm
Watch out for the Oban Express Music Bus touring 
the town!!
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL VICTORIAN MARKET
Caledonian Hotel, Station Square, Oban
2.00pm – 6.00pm
ARCHAEOLOGY FAMILY FUN DAY
Dunollie House, Ganavan Road, Oban
1.00pm – 4.00pm
WINTER FILM EXTRAVAGANZA
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Ice Age Four – Continental Drift 1.00pm
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 3.30pm
Watch Out for Coolio during the festival!!
DISCOVER LIGHT: FUN SCIENCE & CRAFT 
WEEKEND
Ocean Explorer Centre, Dunbeg
10.00am – 4.00pm
FAMILY ROLLER DISCO WEEKEND
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban
10.00am – 4.00pm
REINDEER PARADE
Santa & his Reindeer leave the Corran Halls at 5.00pm 
to Station Square.
Christmas Lights Switch On 6.00pm in Station Square

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER
WINTER WONDERLAND FUN DAY
Sealife Centre, Barcaldine, by Oban
Roni’s Chainsaw Art carving demonstration
10.00am – 5.00pm – last admission at 4.00pm
DISCOVER LIGHT: FUN SCIENCE 
& CRAFT WEEKEND
Ocean Explorer Centre, Dunbeg
10.00am – 4.00pm
FAMILY ROLLER DISCO WEEKEND
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban
10.00am – 4.00pm

WINTER FILM EXTRAVAGANZA
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Happy Feet 2 12.30pm
FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEAS
Great Western Hotel
4.00pm

MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER
CHRISTMAS AT KITCHEN GARDEN
Kitchen Garden, George Street, Oban
7.00pm
FURAN (OBAN GAELIC CENTRE) BLASAD
GÀIDHLIG
(A wee taste of Scottish Gaelic)
Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls Oban
7.00pm – doors open 6.30pm
WHISKY FRINGE @ SLOAN’S BAR
Railway Pier Oban
7.30pm

TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER
CHRISTMAS AT KITCHEN GARDEN
Kitchen Garden, George Street, Oban
7.00pm
SINCLAIR SCHOOL OF DANCE SHOW
Corran Halls, Oban
7.00pm – doors open 6.45pm
FURAN (OBAN GAELIC CENTRE) BLASAD SEINN
GÀIDHLIG (SING GAELIC)
Non Gaelic Speakers Welcome!
Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls Oban
7.00pm – doors open 6.30pm

WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER
FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEAS
Great Western Hotel
4.00pm
FURAN (OBAN GAELIC CENTRE) BLASAD SEINN
GÀIDHLIG (SING GAELIC)
Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls Oban
7.00pm – doors open 6.30pm
CHRISTMAS FLOWERING ARRANGING 
DEMONSTRATION
by Stalks & Stems of Glasgow
Argyllshire Gathering Hall, Breadalbane Street
Oban
7.30pm – doors open 7.00pm
PURDIES OF OBAN CHARITY NIGHT
George Street, Oban
Samples/Massage/Music/Special Offers/Drinks and 
Nibbles
7.00pm till 9.00pm
MR MUSTHAVA MOUSTACHE COMPETITION
Spruce, 2 John Street, Oban
Winner Announced 7.30pm

THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER
Late night shopping – special offers
in shops
COCKTAIL MASTERCLASS
Rowantree Lounge Bar, George Street, Oban
7.00pm
FURAN (OBAN GAELIC CENTRE)FURAN FARPAIS
– CHEIST GAIDHLIG
(Gaelic Quiz)
Studio Theatre, Corran Halls Oban
7.00pm – doors open 6.30pm
KIDS TAKE OVER THE MUSEUM DAY (TAKEOVER
DAY SCOTLAND)
Dunollie House, Ganavan Road, Oban
11.00am till 4.00pm
CHOCOLATE BINGO & BAD JUMPER EVENING
Oban Chocolate Factory, Esplanade Oban
7.00pm – 9.00pm

FRIDAY 29th NOVEMBER
POLSKI FLING
St.Columba’s Cathedral Hall, Oban, 8.00pm
THREE WEE CROWS THEATRE COMPANY
Performance in St. John’s Cathedral, Oban.
“Cast the Grey Eye”
MUSICIAN SHOWCASE
Corran Halls Studio Theatre
8.00pm – doors open 7.30pm
OBAN IN WARTIME AND IN PEACETIME
A talk and slideshow by Bob McCulloch and Charlie 
Drummond
Glencruitten Church Hall 7.30pm

SATURDAY 30th NOVEMBER
JAZZ BAR BIG BAND
Skipinnish Ceilidh House, George Street, Oban
8.30pm till 11.00pm. Doors open 8.00pm

Watch Out for Coolio during the Festival!
ST. ANDREW’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL WHISKY PRODUCTS 
MARKET
Oban Distillery Cask Room & Visitor Centre
10.00am – 4.00pm
ATLANTIS ST ANDREW’S DANCE SHOW
Corran Halls Oban, 2.00pm
ST ANDREW’S DAY SPRINT
5K Esplanade to Ganavan & back to War Memorial
Race starts at 12 noon – assemble at War Memorial
WINTER FILM EXTRAVAGANZA
Oban Phoenix Cinema
March of the Penguins 12.00pm
Polar Express 2.30pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2013
VISIT WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS  AT WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM/EVENTS

Oban’s Christmas tree in Argyll Square. Photo courtesy of Dennis Hardley.
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ISLE OF LISMORE MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
The Heritage Centre, Isle of Lismore
Prompt arrival at 6.30pm
PIRATES AHOY!
Dunollie House, Ganavan Road, Oban.
1.00pm – 4.00pm
THE OBAN BAY LIGHT SHOWS
Witness the spectacle of the largest Saltire ever seen 
on the West Coast. Then see Oban Bay and McCaig’s 
Tower light up as part of a display of light, music and 
sounds. Assemble 6.45 SHARP at Corran Halls, 
Esplanade or anywhere with views of both Kerrera and 
McCaig’s Tower.
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL & OBAN PIPE BAND ST. 
ANDREW’S CEILIDH DANCE
Corran Halls, Esplanade Oban.
8.00pm – Doors Open 7.30pm
ST ANDREW’S HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR
2.30pm and 4.00pm
Meet at the Clock Tower Station Square, Oban

SUNDAY 1st DECEMBER
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL CHILDREN’S MARKET & 
CRAFT MARKET
Corran Halls, Esplanade, Oban
12noon – 4.00pm
VICTORIAN AFTERNOON TEAS
Corran Halls Studio Theatre
12noon – 4.00pm
WINTER FILM EXTRAVAGANZA
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Frosty the Snowman 1.00pm
The Little Mermaid 2.30pm
FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEAS
Great Western Hotel. 4.00pm
FIRE ART
4.30pm
Grass Area adjacent to Corran Halls, Esplanade Oban.
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL LANTERN PARADE
Gather at the Corran Halls
Parade leaves at 5.00pm
OBAN DISTILLERY
Food Court, Live Music & Snow from 5.00pm
Auld Lang Syne 6.45pm
FIREWORKS & LIGHTS ON ESPLANADE
The Oban Winter Festival draws to a close with the 
Finale Light-Show and Firework Display, at 7pm.
The Festival Finale will feature a specially 
commissioned soundscape of music, poetry and 
ambience.

Last year’s Winter Festival Finale Fireworks. Photo courtesy of Dennis Hardley.

festivities in oban
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festivities in oban

WIN!
A Christmas hamper

£500!
worth Courtesy of Tesco, Oban. 

Collect token three today

The Oban Times is giving 
readers the chance to 
win a fantastic Christmas 
hamper worth a 
whopping £500! 

The hamper includes 
a Hudl, a Finest flower 
arrangement a bottle 
of Finest champagne, a 
bottle of Finest wine, a 
Finest fresh turkey, Finest 
frozen roast potatoes/
parsnips, a Finest frozen 
dessert, a Finest meal 
deal for 2 and a selection 

of Xmas Finest products 
(mince pies, nuts, stolen 
cake, sauce, stuffings 
etc.)

This could be a helping 
hand towards your 
Christmas shopping 
or a present to yourself 
for being good this 
year.  Just imagine 
being able to put 
even more Christmas 
presents under the tree 
for your friends and 
family to enjoy.

To enter, simply collect five tokens 
Token four will be printed next week 
Full details on how to send in your tokens 
in The Oban Times, December 5. 

TOKEN
THREE

Including 
  a Hudl

 Photo courtesy of Dennis Hardley.
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christmas in lochaber

• Dog Grooming
• Hand Stripping 
• Clipping
• Nail Trimming 
• Ear Cleaning
• Bathing 
• DIY Dog Wash
• Friendly Professional Service

Tel: 01397 700 100
7 Lochy Crescent, Inverlochy

Fort William, PH33 6NG

Scrub-a-dub Dogs

LUNCH CLUB
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at 
Caol Community Centre

All ages welcome

COMMUNITY CAFE
ALADDIN’S CAVE

(You can find us opposite Caol Post Office, 
Glenloy Street, Caol)

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • 
Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm

Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask 
for Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

L.A.D.’S FULLY ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORT AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS

The Rotary Club of Lochaber, supported by Ferguson 
Transport (Spean Bridge) Ltd, invite you to our  

Christmas  Festival
 and

CRAFT AND FOOD 
PRODUCERS FAIR

at the Nevis Centre, An Aird, Fort William
Saturday 30 November 2013

10.30am to 4pm

Celtic Circle at the Parade at 11am

batik, furniture, candles, gift tags, portrait photography, slate 

jewellery, range of textile goods, books, skincare products, 

baubles, bouncy castle, bodyzorbing, glitter tattoos, face 

Spòrs Nollaig

Seisean Spòrsail airson pàrantan is cloinne 

WITH just over 30 shopping days 
left until Christmas, there’s 
plenty happening in and 

around Lochaber this festive season 
to keep locals and visitors of all ages 
entertained.
With preparations gathering pace for the big 

day, hotels and restaurants across 
the area have a number of deals 
throughout the festive period to 
keep you occupied, although 
booking early is advised to 
avoid disappointment.
The festive lights on Fort 

William High Street 
are set for a Monday 
December 2 switch 

launching the start 
of the yuletide 
season in the 
town, brightening 
up the town and 
bringing a bit of 

Christmas cheer to the locals.
Santa and his reindeer will be making their 

annual visit to Fort William on Saturday 
November 30 before he heads back to the 
North Pole to get his presents ready for 
delivery on Christmas Eve.
Gift buying will be top of most people’s 

Christmas agendas, and there are 
plenty of options in and around 
Fort William for someone looking 
for that special gift for a loved 

one.
A number of retailers in 

the area have special 
Christmas deals 

available, and fairs 
and sales being 
held in Lochaber 

mean you 
won’t have to 
look far to get 
some special 
Christmas gifts.
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FORECASTERS are already 
predicting a chilly winter for 
2013 and with last week’s 

gusts, there’s no reason to think 
that won’t be the case.
Heating bills are already 

creeping up as the chilly mornings 
and dark nights mean more time 
indoors - but there’s no need to 
spend a fortune on keeping the 
cold at bay this Christmas.
There’s the age-old solution 

of put on another jumper, while 
girls might prefer to don a onesie 

for a gift, not to mentioning a pair 
of winter socks...

But there are more practical 
- and more fashionable - ways 
to keep your home warm this 
Christmas, without breaking the 
bank.
Check now to see if you have 

enough insulation in your loft, 
perhaps put a tin-foil sheet or 

your radiators and ensure you’re 
not wasting heat by leaving 
windows open in heated rooms.
Draft excluders are a great way 

to keep rooms cosy too. 
And if all else fails, you can always 

warm your hands round a freshly 
lit Christmas pud.

STRUGGLING WITH FUEL BILLS 
THIS WINTER?

Contact ALIenergy for free advice, support 

measures. 

email enquiries@alienergy.org.uk or phone
01631 565183 

EVERYONE has somebody 
in their life that they just 
don’t know what to get for 

Christmas.
Thankfully the internet can 

provide a solution for even the 
hardest people to buy for.
There is a full range of unique, 

quirky and unusual gifts just wait-
ing to be explored and search 
engines such as Google provide 
inspiration for truly original gifts.
Try searching unique gifts and 

to name a star and even a brandy 
glass shaped like a pipe which 
comes in its very own gift box - 
we bet you’d never have thought 
of that!
There is also more mainstream 

gifts available online such as a full 
range of jewellery. Why not treat 
your loved one to a new watch.
You could book days out includ-

rides or even supercar driving. 
Many of these can be found on 
daily deal websites for fantastic 
prices.
What the internet is especially 

good at offering though is the op-
portunity to personalise gifts. You 
can have unique cards, special 
messages on mugs and t-shirts 
and engraving on almost anything.
You can also order original 

pieces of art, have a favourite 
photo put on canvas or book a 
surprise trip away. For creative 
types you even get wallpaper that 
you colour in yourself.
The internet is also a haven for 

animal lovers – with videos of 
cute kittens slowly taking over 
online channels. And the same 
goes for online gifts, you can buy 
unusual presents including pug 
money banks, cat clocks and 
tiger eggcups. 

• Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating 
• Oil Fired • Natural Gas • LPG 

• Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied & fitted 
• Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens 

• Joiner & Electrical work • New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512 Mobile: 07774 480 393

Email: boydnjl@supanet.com
16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Cosy for      
Christmas

INTRODUCING A NEW OIL SERVICE INTO NORTH ARGYLL
(Ardfern, Croabh Haven, Kilmelford, Kilninver, Easdale, Oban, Dunbeg, 

Connel, Taynuilt, Loch Awe, Dalmally, Inveraray)

Delivery will be - minimum - twice weekly - Tuesday and Friday

HEATING OIL, DOMESTIC FUEL, COOKER OIL, MARINE/
TRACTOR DIESEL AND ROAD DIESEL

Competitive and Fair rates 
- ALL YEAR ROUND

Minimum Order Quantity 
ONLY 500 Litres

Domestic & Commercial 
Welcome

Part of the Local Community since 1903

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Tel: (01586) 
552020 (24hrs)
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THE ISLANDS are gearing up for the start 
of the Christmas rush, and with only 
five weekends left until Santa pays his 

Christmas Eve visit to deliver presents and the 
thoughts of many people will be turning to their 
Christmas shopping.
There’s plenty of options for gift buying across 

the Hebrides, with national chains sitting side-
by-side with local shops to provide a wide 
range of popular and one-of-a-kind presents to 
choose from.
A number of island breaks are available for the 

big day, with people from across the country 
keen to spend their festive period in some of 
the most spectacular scenery Scotland has to 
offer.
And if the thought of cooking meal after meal 

throughout the Yuletide period is too much, a 
number of award winning eateries are on hand 
for you to choose from. 
Of course snow can never be guaranteed, but 

visitors may well be able to spend part of their 
festive break walking in a winter wonderland 
amongst the mountains on Skye or the sandy 
beaches to be found on North and South Uist.
And of course, music will play a big part in 

any Christmas celebrations on the island as 
locals wish each other Nollaig Chridheil agus 
Bliadhna Mhath Ur.

christmas
islandson   the



NHBC REGISTERED
HOUSE BUILDER

John MacKinnon
Building Contractor

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories

Oban Railway Station

Opening Hours Mon-Sat 07.15 - 18.00, Sunday 10.45 - 18.00
Newspapers, Magazines, Sandwiches, Hot Beverages, Soft Drinks, Confection-

ery & Tobacco. Also available microwavable Bacon and Cheese Muffins
Tel: 01631 565451

For more information on Train Times and a direct train through to Edinburgh 
please visit www.NationalRail.co.uk

NEWSAGENTS

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

All types of work carried out, tuning, maintenance and valuations 
on pianos, harpsichords and small chamber organs.

Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner

CAMERON AUTO REPAIRS
I N V E R A R A Y

0 1 4 9 9  3 0 2 9 9 5
enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork and paint spraying on cars, 
vans, plant and commercial vehicles of all sizes

Scott Cummings
GARDENING
All garden work undertaken.
Pruning, hedges cut back, weeding, paths 
and walls repaired and small cement and 
concreting jobs.
Log Splitting
No job too big or small
£10 per hour

Telephone 07599982819

GET READY FOR SAFE WINTER MOTORING THIS YEAR 
WITH A WINTER SAFETY CHECK
Mot’s, Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

Unit 6, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566502/566470

The company operates from their custom built temperature controlled premises 
enabling a cold chain system from production to delivery.
Oban Sandwich Company supply many local retail outlets with their excellent hand 
made sandwiches, rolls, baguettes, wraps, pies, sausage rolls and savouries. We offer 

supply sandwiches for business meetings, staff training and commercial functions.

all enquiries welcome

Mill Lane, Lochavullin, Oban Argyll PA34 4PL

LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home 

this Christmas
Call 01631 564744 or 

0800 915 8380
Seven seater & wheelchair access available

LORI
Moleigh Civic Amenity Centre, Oban 
01631 569819

The GRAB Trust
Kilmory, Lochgilphead

01631 569174(Charity No SC029154) 

• Beaches & marine litter education workshops • Organised beach cleans 
• Loan of equipment to assist with clean-ups

•  Administer litter grants • Sell good quality reuse furniture
• Delivery & collection of quality donated furniture • Bike reuse project

www.grab.org.uk

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation for companies, sole traders and 
partnerships, charities, income and corporation tax, 
VAT & payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

LOCAL SAWMILL

LOOKING FOR STANDING HARDWOOD, ESPECIALLY OAK

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144  or 07918601567
PO BOX 9576, Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
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Accountants Bágh Spoke Accounting

c Computer services D Drainage e Electrician

f Fish and chips G Gifts h Hair and beauty

i Incredible range j Joiners k Keep in tune this Christmas

l Local business advice m Market n New year’s resolution

O Oban Sandwich Company p Papers q Quality tyres

r Riding stables s Snow clearance t Taxi service

u Unbeatable value v Vehicle sales and garage services w Wood sawmill

x eXcellent service y Your plant hire specialist
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THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 

BITE BACK
WHY I HATE
COUNTRYFILE   

FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE

PETER MCRABBIT: 

BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

Claire Macdonald’s 

Christmas recipes

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 

OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

31/10/2013   10:59:24

DECEMBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Christmas fare

OFC-OBC_SFWS.indd   1

FREE INSIDE
Festive

Food & Drink 
supplement

Claire Macdonald’s Christmas recipes
Dunblane Dreaming - Judy Murray on 
why her home town is special
Jack Vettriano: Our 
greatest living artist?
From Peebles to the 
Whitehouse

of unbeatable 
Xmas Gift ideas
of unbnof unno
32pages

POET and writer Norman Bis-
sell is renowned for his work as a 
teacher, a lecturer and as a trade 
unionist. 

But it wasn’t until his retire-
ment that the career he’s best 
known for, in his home village 
of Cullipool, really took off.

Alongside a hugely successful 
book of poetry; Slate, Sea and 
Sky, he has gone on to co-direct 

various articles, reviews, poetry, 
performance poetry and inter-
pretive signage. 

in the pipeline, there is still no 
sign of slowing down for the 

Yet, it was a long road to full-
time writing.

Norman explains: ‘My writing 
really began at the University of 
Glasgow when I was studying 
philosophy and history in the 
1960s. As a child, growing up in 
Partick, I was always conscious 
of what was happening around 

observing things.’

Living in the Moment
Poet Norman Bissell

Norman speaking at the Belladrum Festival.

The lighthouse from Luing, a scene that inspired Norman to come and live on the island.

the social impact of poetry and 
writing.

Norman explained, ‘a discussion 

talk until the early hours.’ 
Norman describes an exciting 

time for poetry and ideas.
‘The group introduced me 

to the American Beats, the 
Russian Revolutionary writers, 

and Henry Thoreau, who said 
you shouldn’t waste your life on 
minor things.

‘This is where I learned about 
having a zest for living and an 
understanding of how to live 

the moment and seizing the day. 
It inspired me.

‘It has stayed with me, in fact it 
-

ing in the Moment.’
After university, writing took 

a back seat as Norman married, 
raised his family and became a 
principal teacher of history. Af-

ter 20 years of teaching, he took 
-

tute of Scotland (EIS) advising 
and representing many teachers 
in the former Strathclyde area.

His work involved Norman in a 
different kind of writing: articles 
and speeches. His stalwart work 
helped to introduce legislation 
that would, amongst other things, 
reduce the number of children in 
composite classes - legislation 
that still exists today.

Norman said: ‘Education in 
the 1980s was going through dif-

to the union that we changed 

education.’
Near the end of his 16-year 

union career, Norman suffered 

cancer.
‘I was off work for a long time, 

and in the end I was ready to 
retire.

‘Retirement gave me the time 
to write. I see it as writing 

wanted to move to the coast. 
His parents had met at a dance 
in Dunoon and he was drawn to 
Argyll. 

‘I travelled all round the area 
looking for a place that was for 
me,’ he said.

‘One particular time I was 
staying at a bed and breakfast on 
Seil and I visited Toberonochy 

sheltered, peaceful place. I then 
went to Blackmill Bay and met, 
by coincidence, an old friend. I 
saw this as a good omen.

‘I drove round to Cullipool. 
The sky was blue and the light 
was twinkling away on the white 
Fladda lighthouse. I fell in love 
with the place right then. 

‘In 1999 I found the house I 
live in now.’

Norman’s book, Slate, Sea 

involved with. 

out if he has been awarded a 
Scottish BAFTA for his co-

documentary about life in Scot-

continues to inspire Norman. 
He said: ‘For a long time I had 

an idea for what I thought would 

I had not found a way of doing 
anything with it.’

In April 2011 Creative Scot-
land called for ideas for feature 

submitted, three features were 
selected for script development 
with a producer.

One was Norman’s. 
‘I’ve been working on the 

script ever since. It is inspired by 
real events in this area.’

Norman is also writing a 
memoir. He explains: ‘It’s about 
the shock of being told I had 
prostate cancer.

‘The summer I was told, I had 
a holiday booked in Norway. 

a decision about whether or not 
to have an operation.

‘I decided to have the proce-
dure and it seemed to work, so 
being told some time later that 

the cancer had come back was 

diagnosis. I’ve learned that liv-
ing in the moment is what’s 
important and not living in the 
future or in the past.’

Norman feels as though he is 
‘almost in the clear’. 

‘It’s all under control,’ he adds. 
‘There is life after cancer.

those 20 years there was some-
thing missing in my life I wanted 

Norman is leading two guided 
walks about the heritage of Oban 

Saturday, November 30. 
He is also reading his new 

music by Aidan O’Rourke in the 

around a very busy volunteering 
schedule, which includes the 

developing the Atlantic Islands 
Centre on the island.

expert is to give a keynote ad-

Highlands and Islands’ natural 
resources can be managed for 

Richard Balharry MBE will 
deliver the University of the 
Highlands and Islands’ annual 
lecture, ‘Naturally Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland’, at the 

university’s Foundation Day next 
Tuesday. Mr Balharry will draw 
on experiences from his work on 
Highland estates and his roles at 
the Red Deer Commission and 
Scottish Natural Heritage. 

Mr Balharry said: ‘I plan to tell 
a story that will extol the virtues 
of the Highlands and Islands 
where I have had the privilege of 
having a career working for and 

in this incredible landscape.’
The free lecture will take place 

-
liam, from 6pm to 8pm. To book 
a place, contact the university. 

The Foundation Day, being 

Highland College UHI, will 
celebrate the achievements of 
the organisation’s students, staff 
and supporters.

Environmental expert to give lecture 
on using Highlands’ resources Dutch military truck crash 

delays Pulpit Rock works
A DUTCH military truck carry-
ing a ‘large quantity’ of fuel was 

last week after crashing near the 
Pulpit Rock roadworks.

Transport Scotland has 

happened a mile and a half south 

ongoing roadworks on the A82 
between Crianlarich and Tarbet, 
after delaying piling works and 
forcing an early evening closure 
of the road.

The single male driver of the 

truck, a member of the Neth-
erlands’ armed services, was 
unhurt as a result of the accident, 
however there were concerns the 
truck’s load would spill into the 
loch and a recovery operation 
couldn’t start until specialist 
equipment was brought on 
scene. 

All machinery on site for 
the roadworks also had to be 
removed until the vehicle was 
rescued.

That meant as well as caus-
ing an early closure, the road 
reopened late, with the vehicle 

not safely pulled back onto all 
four wheels until 6.10am.

Oban’s Chief Inspector, 
Alastair Davidson, said: ‘There 

in the vehicle and that’s what 
caused problems in getting it 
recovered.  

‘There was a danger of it 
spilling into the loch so we had 
to wait for a suitable recovery 
vehicle.’

It is understood the driver and 
vehicle were in the area as part 
of an exercise at the Faslane 
Naval Base. 

Transport Scotland has said 
that while only one night of 
planned roadworks was affected, 
the crash disrupted preparation 
work for the piling, which means 
it has to be done again. 

That means an additional 
four nights of closure from 
today (Thursday) until Monday, 
November 25. As previously, 
the road will close at 10pm and 
reopen at 6am.

The Dutch Ministry of Defence 
was contacted for comment but 
did not respond at the time of 
going to press. 

Island delight at council care commitment

THE OBAN branch of the Bank 
of Scotland has been invaded by 
23 children and staff from the 
Soroba Young Family Group as 
the youngsters look to support 
their playgroup.

The children were in the branch 

The children and staff of Soroba Young Family Group pictured at the Bank of Scotland Oban branch. 

to cast their vote in the Bank of 
Scotland Community Fund on 

Soroba Young Family Group 
could win £3,000 for the ‘0-3 
Room’ if it receives the most 
votes in the ballot.

Nursery staff would like to 

its driver, as well as the staff at 
the Bank of Scotland for helping 
with the visit.

been successful on Monday.

Bank could help Oban playgroup cash in 

of Oban Bay for harbour users is 
to be prepared after a cruise ship 
ran aground earlier this year.

Caledonian Maritime Assets 

Bute Council to develop an Oban 
Bay Harbour Management Plan.

The move follows a recent 
meeting between the three 
organisations where ‘unanimous 
support’ was given for consider-
ing what options are available 
to improve the bay – which has 

ever.

a passenger vessel and a recogni-
tion that Oban Bay is becoming 
a busier harbour discussions 
have been taking place between 

Bute Council as to how safety 
may be improved for all users of 
the bay.’

-
woman, added: ‘This plan will 

Oban Bay by improving safety.’
As none of the bodies have the 

capacity to carry out the work 
in-house, contractors have been 

developing the plan. 
The deadline for the submis-

sion of tenders is December 3 
and the contract is expected to 
be awarded by December 16.

FERRY operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) has been 
named Best Ferry Company for 
the fourth year in a row.

ferry operators to the title in the 
Guardian and Observer Travel 
Awards.

The accolade, which is the re-
sult of an annual poll of readers 
who are asked to rate the quality 
of service they received on their 
holidays across the world, is 
CalMac’s fourth award in 2013. 

Martin Dorchester, managing 
director, said: ‘It is always ter-

dedication of our staff recognised 
in this way, but truly amazing to 
have held the title for four years 
and proof that our success is no 

He added: ‘The timing of all 
these awards could not be bet-
ter as we prepare to bid for the 
next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services contract. 

‘They clearly send out the 
message to any potential com-
petitors, the government that 
will award the contract, our 
customers, staff and stakehold-
ers, that CalMac is a force to be 
reckoned with and we are doing 
everything we can to retain the 
contract for 2016.’

Four in a row 
for CalMac

Oban Bay 
harbour
plan to be 
prepared

leader Angus Campbell has been 

Politician of the Year with the 
leaders of Orkney and Shetland 
councils.

Councillor Campbell won the 
award in The Herald’s Scottish 
Politician of the Year Awards 
2013 with Shetland’s Gary 
Robinson and Steven Heddle of 
Orkney.

Leader’s award

Fort car park and 
trail closure
THE BRAVEHEART car 
park and forest trails near Fort 

(Thursday) and tomorrow for 
timber operations. 

Both car park and walks will 
re-open to the public this week-
end before closing again from 
Monday to Friday next week to 
allow work to be completed.  

operation on the glen road from 
November 21-28.

-
lighted’ this week after Argyll 
and Bute Council agreed to 
their demands for provision of 
residential care.

Bowman Court, currently op-
-

ing Association and registered 

taken over by Argyll and Bute 
Council following complaints 
that there was no provision for 
high dependency care.

Robb, the council’s head of adult 
care, attended a meeting with lo-
cal and community councillors 
and residents’ relatives last week 
to discuss the facility, part of the 
Mull Progressive Care Centre 
(PCC).

Mike Shilson, a member of the 
Mull PCC Steering Group, said: 

from Mr Robb that he’s going 

Court for high dependency care. 
‘The relatives were very critical 

of what happened. Mr Robb got 
embarrassed. He reprimanded 
his staff for the way it had been 
done.’

A manager is also to be ap-
pointed to take over the running 
of the whole building, including 
the Mull and Iona Community 
Hospital. 

Devon said: ‘I’m absolutely de-

lighted. If we don’t get Bowman 
Court right now, we’ll never get 
it right. 

‘The staff are absolutely fan-
tastic and by getting this sorted 
we are taking on board all their 
issues. 

‘I think the families went 
away from the meeting feeling 

by Mr Robb’s promises. 
Mr Robb could not be con-

tacted for comment.
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THURSDAY - November 21
9am, Ramblers Scotland Duror walk, meet Fort William Woollen Mill or Oban’s 
Longsdale Road car park 8.15am or Ballachulish tourist info at 8.40am.
10am, Antique valuation day, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
7.30pm, We Are Northern Lights, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
8pm, Oban Music Club, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - November 22
Oban Winter Festival various events.
6pm, Late night shopping, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
7.30pm, Indepen-dance, Appin Hall.
7.30pm, Oban Art Society, Lorn Resource Centre, Oban.
8pm, More Sky Than We Need, Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull.
8pm, Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
8.30pm, The Indians, BA Club, Fort William.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY – November 23
Oban Winter Festival various events.
10am, Coffee morning, church hall, Oban Free Church, Rockfield Road, Oban.
11am, Christmas fayre, Corran Halls, Oban.
2pm, Open day, St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe.
8pm, More Sky Than We Need, Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern.
8pm, Power the Amps, Paparazzi, Oban.
9pm, Mel and Friends, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY – November 24
Oban Winter Festival various events.
8.10am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Nevis walk, meet Oban Longsdale Road car park, 
N Ballachulish PS at 9am or Fort William Woollen Mill at 9.30am.
10am, Christmas party, Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine.
11am, Christmas craft fair, Easdale Island Community Hall.
2.30pm, Christmas market, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY – November 25
Oban Winter Festival various events.

TUESDAY – November 26
Oban Winter Festival various events.
6pm, Lesley Riddoch talk, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
8.30pm, Young traditional musicians of the year finalists, An Tobar, Tobermory, 
Mull.

WEDNESDAY – November 27
Oban Winter Festival various events.
11am, Introduction to Archives, Lochaber Archive Centre, West Highland College, 
Fort William.
7pm, Paula O’Brien psychic medium, Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort William.
9pm, Pub quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THURSDAY – November 28
Oban Winter Festival various events.
10am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Gloy walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 
8.10am, N Ballachulish PS at 9am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 9.20am or Spean 
Bridge Woollen Mill at 9.40am.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
8pm, Oban Music Club, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY – November 29
Oban Winter Festival various events.
6pm, Late night festive shopping and Christmas lights switch on, Tobermory, Mull.
8pm, Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
8pm, Seven Psychopaths, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY – November 30
Oban Winter Festival various events.
9am, Strained wire fencing course, Baliscate, Tobermory, Mull.
10am, Ramblers Scotland Kingairloch walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park 
at 8am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.45am or Corran Ferry slipway for 9.15am 
sailing.
11am, St Oran’s and Dunbeg Church Christmas fayre, Connel Village Hall.
2pm, Imagined North, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
9pm, Mel and Friends, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY – December 1
Oban Winter Festival various events.
2pm, Producers’ market, Craignure Hall, Mull.
2.30pm, Alba Brass, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Ireland’s No 1
Showband

THE INDIANS
Appearing Live In BA 

Club, Fort William
On Fri 22nd Nov

Doors Open 8.30pm  
Admission £12
Tickets On Sale
From Club or 

Tel 01463 221268

Local Origins Rural Network
COMMUNITY 

PRODUCERS MARKET
Thurs. 21st November

Victory Hall,
Benderloch

10 am to 2 pm
LOTS TO EAT, BUY & DO

Support local at Christmas
01631 720223

market@lorn.org.uk
facebook.com/lornargyll

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Fashion show 
wows Oban High 
School crowd
A FASHION show rocked Oban 
High School last week as various 
acts took to the assembly hall 
stage.

The production by one of the 
school’s two Young Enterprise 
groups, Hotmass, was hosted 
by senior pupil Alasdair Jordan 
and featured both male and 
female models, as well as a host 
of music groups including Oban 
High’s traditional music group, 
local band Crane and women’s 
choir Sequence, led by Janet 
Fergusson.

The night kicked off with the 
girls, Ella MacDonald, Lauren 

Angus, Maeve Hannigan and 
Caitlin Taylor taking to the 
catwalk in clothes sourced from 
Peacock.

As the boys, Kyle Ormiston, 
Rhys Cooke, Allan Colthart and 
Gregor Brydon strutted down 
the runway in the Guise Clothing 
collection, humour was added to 
the show with dance moves for 
the audience. 

Hotmass’ own collection of 
tie-dye t-shirts, which were 
designed and made by member 
Samara Croft, premiered on 

the runway and were sold from 
stalls around the hall. Torquil 
Fergusson, managing director, 
said: ‘It was a frantic night 
backstage but there was a very 
mellow ambience in the crowd. 
All the time and effort we put 
into it paid off.’

Cards displaying pictures of 
the local area, which were made 
by Sgioba Alba, the second 
Young Enterprise group, were 
also sold at the event.

The tie-dye t-shirts sold out 
on the night, but the group plans 
to make more and possibly sell 
them in some local shops.

Caitlin Taylor struts her stuff on the catwalk. 
15_t47fashion01

Left: Tie-dye models, 
from left, were Maeve 
Hannigan, Allan 
Colthart, Rhys Cooke 
and Ella MacDonald. 
15_t47fashion05

Allan Colthart and 
Maeve Hannigan 
model Hotmass’ 
tie-dye t-shirts. 

15_t47fashion04

FANS of the Katie Morag series 
of books are set for an unprec-
edented insight into her life, 
when creator Mairi Hedderwick 
reads her favourite tale to the 
nation.

The Coll-based author and 
illustrator will be broadcast live 
over the internet reading her 
favourite Katie Morag tale as 
part of Book Week Scotland on 
November 28, with viewers let 
in to see how the character was 
brought to life for television. 
Mairi will also talk about how 
the landscape of Coll and Argyll 
helps inspire the character and 
her remarkable tales.

Part of the free Authors Live 
event, run by the Scottish Book 
Trust and BBC Scotland Learn-
ing, it is suitable for children 
aged four to seven and will be 
streamed live from the BBC 
Commonwealth Class website 
to schools across the world from 
11am. 

Mairi will also take part in 
an online question and answer 
session on the website after the 
event.  

Mairi said: ‘This is a great 
thing that Scottish Book Trust 
is doing and I am looking 
forward to sharing Katie Morag 
stories with children all over the 

is a great wee ambassador for 

the Highlands and islands of 
Scotland.’

A graduate of Edinburgh Col-
lege of Art, Mairi Hedderwick 
was a teacher before she started 
illustrating children’s books, 
with her most popular character, 
Katie Morag, created in 1984. 

Katie Morag’s home on the 

Struay is not a million sea miles 
away from her author’s life-long 
association with the Isle of Coll.

Mairi has also written and 
illustrated many other books for 
children and adults, all with the 
backdrop of the Highlands and 
islands. 

She was awarded an honorary 
degree from Stirling University 
in 2003 in recognition of her out-
standing contribution to writing 
and illustration in Scotland, 
especially for children.

Jasmine Fassl, head of schools 
at Scottish Book Trust, said: 

-
tish islands, sea and landscapes, 
Katie Morag is a much-loved 
Scottish ambassador.

‘And her creator, Mairi Hed-
derwick, is a literary treasure, 

a central pillar of Scotland’s 
national celebration of books 
and reading.’

To see the broadcast log on to 
www.bbc.co.uk/authorslive.

Katie Morag 
author to read 
to the nation A festive, fundraising fayre at St John’s Cathedral on Saturday 

helped raise money for the church and Diabetes UK - as well as 
helping people with their early Christmas shopping.

A series of stalls was complemented by the sale of cakes and 
refreshments at the downstairs cafeteria, with the winter warmers 
the perfect remedy for the wet, chilly weather.

Organiser Irene Main, left, is pictured helping in the kitchen 
with fellow volunteers Elise Matheson and Margaret Topping. 

15_t47stjohn1

St John’s Cathedral 
fundraiser proves to be 
a great success

CANCER Research UK was the benefactor of a well-attended quiz 
night at Oban’s Masonic Lodge on Friday.

Quizmaster Tony Cave was once again on the mic as he set the 
teams about the task of trying to get as many questions correct as 
possible, all for a host of prizes.

The real winner was charity though, with £300 raised.

Pictured with quizmaster Tony are volunteers Jessie MacFarlane 
and Donna Graham.  15_t47quiz1

Quiz night raises £300 
for Cancer Research

Scotland, clan warfare in Duna-
verty and a grey-eyed stranger 
who appeared mysteriously on 
the shores of Southend will be 
told by the Three Wee Crows 
Theatre Company, which brings 
legend to life.

The highly-acclaimed drama 
group will perform in St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban on Friday, 
November 29.

The performance is in as-
sociation with Oban’s Winter 
Festival.

The Three Crows. t47crows1no

CRIME novel fans will be able 
to meet author Frank Muir at 
an event in Oban Library next 
Thursday evening. 

Mr Muir is a crime novelist 
from Glasgow, author of the DCI 
Andy Gilchrist series.

The event is jointly funded 
by Argyll and Bute Council 
and Creative Scotland’s Live 
Literature programme, which 

Crime novelist 
visiting fans at 
Oban Library

is managed by Scottish Book 
Trust. 

The scheme exists to bring 
-

wrights, poets, storytellers 
and their work to every corner 
of Scottish society including 
schools, libraries, writers groups, 
additional support needs organi-
sations, community groups and 
literary organisations. 

WRITER and broadcaster 
Lesley Riddoch will be leading 
a discussion on ‘What Scotland 
Needs to Flourish’ next Tuesday 
on the Isle of Mull.

The event, held in An Roth, 
Craignure on November 26 at 

6pm, will also see Ms Riddoch 
discuss her new hard-hitting 
book, Blossom.

The evening is part of a series 
of events Ms Riddoch has been 
taking part in all over the coun-
try.

Discussions to ‘Blossom’ 
on the Isle of Mull

The Three Wee Crows are 
fast developing into one of 
Scotland’s most interesting and 
innovative theatre companies.

Reaching out from rural Ar-
gyll, their passionate, moving, 
humorous and entertaining per-
formances have been lighting 
up theatres, festivals, libraries 
and landscapes throughout 
Scotland.

They have performed in the 
Scottish Parliament, Mull’s 
Duart Castle and the bloody 
rock of Dunaverty, Kintyre.

ORGANISERS of a craft fair 
held to raise money for disabled 
access charity Oban Shopmobil-
ity has vowed to change venue 
after a poor turnout to a sale on 
Saturday.

Judith Dougans said she was 

Judith Dougans sold a series of hand-made crafts at the Oban 
Shopmobility Craft Sale on Saturday. 15_t47shopmobility1

disappointed by the lack of 
numbers to the sale at the Great 
Western Hotel on Saturday, 
which has no disabled access.

Despite the low turnout, it is 
thought the event helped raise 
nearly £200 for the charity.

Craft fair to change venue 
after low turnout

Three Wee Crows will 
bring legends to life

REPORT by 
EMMA STORR
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• Cloudy With A Chance Of 
Meatballs 2 (U) 
After the disastrous food storm 
in the first film, Flint and his 
friends are forced to leave the 
town. When Flint discovers that 
his machine now creates mutant 
food beasts like living pickles, 
hungry tacodiles, shrimpanzees 
and apple pie-thons, he and his 
friends must return to save the 
world.
• Captain Philips (12A)
Captain Phillips is a multi-layered 
examination of the 2009 hijacking 
of the U.S. container ship Maersk 
Alabama by a crew of Somali 
pirates.
• Brief Encounter (PG)
After a chance meeting on a train 
platform, a married doctor (Trevor 
Howard) and a suburban housewife 
(Celia Johnson) enter into a muted 
but passionate, ultimately doomed, 
love affair. 
• Philomena (12A)
Falling pregnant as a teenager in 
Ireland in 1952, Philomena was 

sent to the convent of Roscrea to be 
looked after as a “fallen woman”. 
When her baby was only a toddler, 
he was taken away by the nuns for 
adoption in America. Philomena 
spent the next fifty years searching 
for him but with no success. Then 
she met Martin Sixsmith, a world-
weary political journalist who 
happened to be intrigued by her 
story. 
• Gravity 3D (12A)
Dr. Ryan Stone (Sandra Bullock) 
is a brilliant medical engineer 
on her first shuttle mission, with 
veteran astronaut Matt Kowalsky 
(George Clooney) in command 
of his last flight before retiring. 
But on a seemingly routine 
spacewalk, disaster strikes. The 
shuttle is destroyed, leaving Stone 
and Kowalsky completely alone. 
The only way home may be to 
go further out into the terrifying 
expanse of space.
Winter Festival
• Ice Age: Continental Drift 
(U)

When Scrat accidentally provokes a 
continental cataclysm with a storm, 
Manny is separated from Ellie and 
Peaches on an iceberg with Diego, 
Sid and Granny but he promises 
that he will find a way to return 
home.
• Rudolph The Red Nosed 
Reindeer (U)  
Sam the snowman tells us the story 
of a young red-nosed reindeer 
who, after being ousted from the 
reindeer games because of his 
beaming honker, finds a whole 
island of misfit toys. Rudoph vows 
to see if he can get Santa to help 
the toys, and he goes back to the 
North Pole on Christmas Eve.
• Happy Feet 2 3D (U)
Mumble the penguin has a problem: 
his son Erik, who is reluctant to 
dance, encounters The Mighty Sven, 
a penguin who can fly! Things get 
worse for Mumble when the world 
is shaken by powerful forces, 
causing him to bring together the 
penguin nations and their allies to 
set things right.

Ob
an

 P
ho

en
ix

 C
in

em
a

Cloudy With A Chance   Thursday 21st 18.00 (3D)
Of Meatballs 2
Captain Philips  Thursday 21st 20:30
Brief Encounter  Thursday 21st 14.00
Philomena Friday 22nd 18:00

Saturday 23rd 18:00
Sunday 24th 16:00
Monday 25th 20:30
Tuesday 26th 18:00
Wednesday 27th 20:30
Thursday 28th 18:00

Gravity 3D Friday 22nd 20:30 3D
Saturday 23rd 20:30 3D
Sunday 24th 18:30
Monday 25th 18:00 3D
Tuesday 26th 20:30 3D
Wednesday 27th 18:00
Thursday 28th 20:30 3D

Ice Age: Continental Drift  Saturday 23rd 13:00
Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer Saturday 23rd 15:30
Happy Feet 2 Sunday 24th 12:30 3D
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ST CONAN’S KIRK
OPEN DAY AND 

CALL FOR HELP
Saturday 23rd November 

2013
14.00 till 16.30 in the Kirk

We need more help!
For info., call 01838 200298
Tea, Coffee and Cakes will 

be available

Argyll Animal Aid
Registered charity SC013211

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 23rd November.  

11am to 3pm.  Corran Halls, Oban.
Craft stalls with beautiful and unusual gifts. 

Charity stalls.
Holly tea with home baking.

TAYNUILT 
PLAYGROUP

CHRISTMAS 
CRAFT FAIR

Taynuilt Village Hall
Sunday 24th November 

1-4pm
Tea, Coffee, Mince pies 

and Mulled Wine

Jean Johnson 
(clarinet)

& Steven Osborne 
(piano)

5pm Sunday 24 
November 2013 at 

Crear, Kilberry
Soup, cakes and 

sandwiches will be served 
and the bar will be open

Advance tickets only: £20
School children free entry

T 01880 770 369

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
OBAN ART SOCIETY

Talk by Sian MacQueen on 
My way of Painting

with Acrylic
Friday 22nd November

The Lorn Resource Centre, 
Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Visitors very welcome

St Orans & Dunbeg 
Church

CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE

Connel Village Hall
On Sat 30th November

11.00am to 3.00pm
Coffee & Tea
Soup Lunch
Lots to Buy

EASDALE ISLAND
COMMUNITY HALL
Sunday 24 November

11am to 4pm
Christmas Craft Fair

Free Entry
All locally made arts

and crafts
Soup, Teas, Home Baking 

and Face Painting
Info 01852 300093

Arts.admin@easdale.org

OBAN FREE CHURCH
COFFEE 

MORNING
In the Church Hall

Baking Stall

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

£6.95 delivery for Hub.

O.L.D.S. Club
Oban & Lorn District Seniors Club

Christmas Dinner
Thanks to kind donations made by:- The Crerar Hotels Trust, 

MacQueen Bros. Charitable Trust and Oban Rotary Club
To make your reservations call Oban 564848 (Office hours)

To leave your name, address and telephone number. Numbers are Limited!!!
Monday 16th December 2013,  6pm for 7pm

Oban Bay Hotel, Esplanade, Oban
Admission free!!!

For those who cannot manage along to the dinner on their own, 
transport can be arranged call:- Oban 564848 (office hours).

Transport home will be provided for ALL by Oban Rotary Club Members

AN IMPRESSIVE line-up 
took to the stage at last Sat-
urday’s ceilidh in Taynuilt 
Village Hall. 

Young Oban piper Aaron 
Hossain started off the 
proceedings with some 
rousing tunes while 13 year 
old Katie MacPherson  from 
Eilidh MacInnes Dancers 
gave excellent displays of 
Highland dancing, demon-
strating why she became 
the Argyll champion at this 
year’s Cowal Games.

The audience enjoyed 
a selection of tunes from 

No Strings Attached. Well 
known local accordionist 
Hector McFadyen, sporting 
an unfamiliar ‘Movember’ 
moustache, was kept busy 
throughout the evening.

Soloists Donna Dugdale, 
Philip Todd and Colin 
Fisher have enjoyed success 
at recent National Mods and 
all three produced excellent 
singing performances. 

Fear an Taighe was the 
popular and witty Don-
nie ‘Maroot’ Macleod, 

Glasgow, a familiar face at 
Mods, who kept the ceilidh 

Accordionist Hector 
McFadyen was sporting his 

‘Movember’ moustache 
at the Taynuilt ceilidh. 

t47tayceilidh1no

TALES of time spent with 
Bob Marley and the Wail-
ers, Bruce Springsteen and 
Francoise Hardy were as 
engrossing as the music 
when Allan Taylor played 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall.

Holding an intimate 
audience enraptured 
throughout his perform-
ance on Saturday, the 
veteran singer-songwriter 
put on a show of acoustic 
mastery, playing some of 
his most loved songs from 
the past, as well as some 

from his new repertoire.
Taylor, who played Oban 

on one previous occasion 
and is one of the world’s 
foremost folk musicians, 
told The Oban Times of 
his delight on returning 
to the area and of touring 
Scotland as a whole.

‘Scotland is very impor-

was Scottish and so it 
follows so is my second.  

‘I’ve played Oban once 
before but it’s hard not to 
want to come back with 

landscapes like this,’ he 
said.

Among the Brighton-
born singer’s set list on 
Saturday was new song Let 
the Music Flow, together 
with favourites such as 
Roll on the Day and New 
York in the 70s. 

Playing without the aid of 
-

cate and warm set received  
a rousing reception, with 
the audience joining in 
during some of his more 
well known numbers.

Allan Taylor playing at Benderloch’s Victory Hall on Saturday night. 07_t47allantaylor1

Lesley Riddoch Book Tour:

“Blossom”
Skippinish Ceilidh House

Wednesday 27th November.

Free Admission.

Donations to MS Therapy Centre.

Tea’s and Coffee available.

Debating session on Scotland’s future.

The latest rehearsal for 
Cinderella - this year’s 
Christmas panto at Balla-
chulish - proved to be a 
barrel of laughs on Sunday 
night - oh yes it did!

Above, Drew MacFar-
lane-Slack and Tam Mc-

Clymont - soon to become 
the very ugly sisters - give 
Nairn MacArthur, who 
will play ‘Velcro’ - a mod-
ern day Buttons - a piece 
of their mind.

Tickets for the show will 
go on sale at the village 

tourist information centre 
and Co-op from December 
1. 

Three 7.30pm perform-
ances are scheduled over 
December 19-21, with 
a 2pm matinee on the 
Saturday. 

Ross Couper, right, of world renowned folk group the Peatbog Faeries joined multi-
award winning guitarist and flautist Tom Oakes, innovative Swedish guitarist Mattias 

Pérez and Shetland fiddler Kevin Henderson at the Shetland Fiddlers double-bill at 
the Aros Centre in Portree on Saturday night. 

Veteran singer-songwriter 
performs acoustic 
masterclass in Benderloch

Picture by Glencoe Photography.

Ballachulish Panto rehearsals 
come to an end with more 
than a giggle

A ‘Movember’ moustache 
and talented line-up makes 
for great Taynuilt ceilidh



26 MOTORS Thursday 21 November, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

MOTORS AND 
DRIVE TIMES

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2006 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.3 Diesel, 5dr, Silver 86,000 miles ............... £2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.2,  dr, Silver 61,000 miles ........................... £2,750
2005 Fiat Panda, 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 40,000 miles .................................. £2,675
2006 Vauxhall 1ltr, 3dr, Black, 87,000 miles .......................................£1,850
2003 Renault Senic, 1.3 Petrol, 5dr, Green, 38,000 miles .................£1,750
2002 Vauxhall Astra, 1.4 ls, 5dr, Grey, 89,000 miles  ........................£1,275
2002 Chrysler pt Cruiser, 2 ltr, Red, 64,000 miles, t&t Customer Property  ..£1,250

VAN SALES
............

.............
MOTO X Bikes

........£850 each

LANDROVER COUNTY 
DEFENDER 200 TDI

£6750 o.n.o.

98000 Miles, MOT Aug 14, TAX March 14
Excellent original condition, recently fully serviced, 

cam belt etc.

Tel: 01546 830205

MAZDA 3 TS, 1.6 PETROL, 
5 DOOR HATCHBACK, FEB 2006.

£2950

One owner, FSH, only 46k miles, blue metallic paint, alloys. 
Detachable towbar, TAX/MOT to MARCH/APRIL ‘14. Newly serviced. 
Well equipped, comfortable & very reliable car in excellent condition.

Tel: 01631 564452 (Oban)

£375

Kazuma Falcon 90cc
For Ages 5-8.

Perfect Condition.
Only 1 year old.

Telephone: 
07501 471315

CHILDREN’S
QUAD BIKE

90CC
WANTED

R.A.D Import Export

Wanted all 4 x 4’s 
including commercial 
vans, pick-ups, diesel 

cars, Ivor Williams 
tipping trailers, motor 
homes and caravans, 
any age or condition, 

immediate payment on 
collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020 £2750

VGC, used for 
recreational

use only, 
new tyres.

Telephone: 
07501 471315

(Connel)

HONDA FOREMAN
TOWBAR

4 X 4 QUAD

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 

Landrover 90 or 

110, Mitsubishi, 

Toyota etc, any 

4x4 considered, 

any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 

WE WONT BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE FINANCE 
SETTLED, INSTANT 
COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED
URGENTLY

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

£8300 o.n.o.

1.6, Manual, Petrol,
 58 Plate, 51,500 mileage,

 MOT until October 14,
 serviced -November 13. V.G.C.

Contact
07749 147296/

john_campbell67@
hotmail.co.uk

AUDI A3 5 DOOR
HATCHBACK

£9,600 o.n.o.

2008. 3ltr, 240bhp, 
Auto. Tax & MOT until
April. Full Audi history.
Good condition inside

& out.

Telephone: 
01880 820812

AUDI A4 S LINE
QUATTRO TDI

£3300 o.v.n.o.

08 reg, 
1.3 Multijet diesel, 

65+ mpg.

Telephone: 
01583 431389 or 

07535 087192

FIAT 
PANDA

MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS
CAMERON 

AUTO REPAIRS
I N V E R A R A Y

01499 302995

plant and commercial vehicles 

C

W

Apologies, we will not 
be in the area this weekend. 
If you do need any assistance 

please call John on 
07831 808702.

S

to order 
visit

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 
01371 851 868

2014 Calendars

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Arran Banner
Isle of Arran

Oban Times
West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
Miniature
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

Scottish Field
Large

£10.95
inc. worldwide 

postage£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

The ideal gift for Christmas

CASE INTERNATIONAL
895 XL

4WD Complete with Loader 
1993 Fair condition for year

Tel: 01681 705216 After 6pm (Mull) 

£5200 o.n.o.

57 Renault Master 
MM33 DCI 120, 

White, 23,000 miles. 
MOT till Nov ‘14, 

6 Month Road Tax. 
Good condition.

Telephone: 
07765815982

VAN FOR 
SALE

£950 o.n.o.

1100cc, 53 reg,
11 months MOT, 8 months Tax, 45,000 

miles since new, service history, 2 owners, 
4 new tyres, new brakes/discs all round, 

very good condition for year, good on 
fuel, cheap to tax and insure.

Telephone: 
07788 505224

VAUXHALL AGILA
ENJOY 16V

£5750 o.n.o.

2008, Black, 7 seats, 
4 new tyres & exhaust, fsh, 

73k miles. 
Tax & MOT Feb 2014. 

Good condition.

Telephone: 
01546 870357

VOLKSWAGEN
SHARAN 1.9 TDI S 
115 5DR TIP AUTO
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Farming

FOR RENT 
£500pcm

2 Bedroom 
unfurnished spacious 

ground floor flat.
3a Mill Park Terrace
Soroba Road, Oban

Available early December, 
no DSS or pets. 

References required
Tel 01852 300475

LL Reg: 03150/130/13550
EPC: Band E

Three bedroom 
semi-detached house, 

Achlonan, Taynuilt, 
EPC D, 

Offers over £140,000  

Telephone 
07775741628.

TO LET
Mossfield 
Avenue

3 bed furnished 
ground floor flat 

with garden, £600 
pc, + bills, sorry 
no DSS or pets.  

Contact 
07767657219

West Coast property service

Three double bedroom 
mid-terrace in Caol, Fort William
Large back garden, close to 
all amenities, electric central 
heating, few minutes drive from 
Fort William, EPC F (24)

Tel: 01397 703130

Offers in region of £100,000

TO LET

COTTAGE / 
CROFT
MUCH 

WANTED
FOR RENT OVER 
WINTER PERIOD

All properties 
considered

Tel. 07990 605259

WANTED

Y
PROPERTY

West Coast
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

SHELLFISH SPECIALPLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk

001_ff09.indd   1

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
•BRIGHTER pages full of 

essential information

•RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

•NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

SCOTLAND’S farmers are 
getting a ‘fair deal’ on CAP 
payments, according to Con-
servative under secretary for 
state, David Mundell MP.

There is anger that 
Scotland did not receive a 
greater share of the ‘uplift’ 
European farming payments 
given to the UK since Scot-
land’s unique geography is 
the reason the country gets 
the uplift. Instead, Scotland 
shared a UK-wide 12.6 per 
cent cut to its payments.

NFU Scotland and the 
Scottish Crofting Federation 
have been quick to express 
their disappointment at the 
deal, a sentiment echoed by 
the Scottish Government, 
which enjoyed cross-party 

agreement on the matter.
But speaking shortly  after 

visiting Oban last week, Mr 
Mundell rejected claims the 
decision was unfair.

‘I think this was a fair deal 
and the best deal that could 
be negotiated, taking into 
account the rest of the UK,’ 
he said.

Whole picture
‘At the moment, although 

Scotland is a lower payment 
per hectare it is a high per 
farm figure.

‘We have to look at the 
whole picture and the reality 
is that if people think the 
alternative is independence 
there’s no guarantee what the 
terms will be then.’

Put to him that the decision 

was an ‘own goal’ given the 
Conservatives’ traditional 
strong support from the farm-
ing community, Mr Mundell 
said: ‘There’s a lot of what 
the Scottish Government 
is doing that is seeking to 
distract from starting to have 
to make some very difficult 
decisions about distributing 
money around Scotland. 

Fair deal
‘They can’t keep telling 

everyone they can have eve-
rything they want.

‘This is a fair deal for the 
whole of the UK. These 
are difficult decisions that 
require negotiation.’

He added: ‘I don’t believe 
people in Scotland or Argyll 
and Bute are buttoned up 

the back, They don’t believe 
these claims they can have 
everything.’  

Completely wrong
Last week, Argyll and Bute 

SNP MSP Michael Russell 
said the decision was ‘com-
pletely wrong’, adding: ‘The 
EU allocated the budget to 
our member state government 
in order to rectify the situa-
tion we have in Scotland.  

‘Scotland’s farmers are 
entitled to this money 
- yet secretary of state for 
environment, food and rural 
affairs Owen Paterson says 
the allocation is ‘fair’. 

Farmers across Argyll and 
Bute and wider Scotland will 
be disappointed by this.’

FRESH calls have been made 
to the Scottish Government 
to ensure the new Scottish 
Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP) is up and running on 
time.

Jamie McGrigor, Highlands 
and Islands Conservative MSP 
and the Scottish Conservative 
environment spokesman, 
made the call at the Scottish 
Parliament last week, when 
he questioned the cabinet 
secretary for rural affairs, Ri-
chard Lochhead, following his 
Parliamentary statement on the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
Budget Allocation. 

Mr McGrigor further asked 
for clarity on what help the 

programme will give crofters, 
adding: ‘Assuming the Scottish 
Government can take respon-
sibility for any challenge that 
comes from Europe in relation 
to increasing coupled payments 
to 10 per cent, how does the 
cabinet secretary envisage that 
being split between the beef and 
sheep sectors?’

Mr Lochhead said: ‘On 
preparation for the new rural 
development programme, we 
will launch a consultation in a 
few weeks’ time. 

‘I have already put on record 
our desire for the programme to 
be a lot simpler and a lot more 
focused, and we want to learn 
the lessons from the existing 

rural development programme, 
which at times has been too bu-
reaucratic and has not provided 
the right support to the right 
people, albeit that overall it has 
been very successful.’

Crucial
He added that it was ‘crucial’ 

support options contained in 
the programme were practi-
cal, simple and user friendly, 
while suggesting there was an 
argument for coupled payments 
supporting the beef sector.

Speaking afterwards Mr 
McGrigor, who is also convener 
of the Parliament’s cross-party 
group on crofting, said: ‘It is 
vital that the new SRDP system 
is put in place as soon as pos-

sible and we do not experience 
the delays which disadvantaged 
Scottish farmers and crofters in 
the run up to the setting up of 
the current scheme in 2007.

‘It is also crucial that the sup-
port options contained within 
the programme are practical, 
simple and user-friendly so 
that farmers and crofters in my 
region of the Highlands and 

‘I would encourage farmers 
and crofters in my region to 
participate in the consultations 
on the new SRDP, and indeed 
on pillar one funding also, that 
the Scottish Government has 
committed to undertaking in 
the weeks ahead.’

United Auctions 
Islay
UNITED Auctions held a sale 
of 1,786 all classes lambs and 
sheep at Islay Auction Mart on 
Thursday, when all classes sold 
at keen rates and to average 
£51.97 per head as against 
£40.40 at the corresponding 
sale last year.  

Callum MacTaggart, Jnr, of 
Lyrabus Farm led the day’s 
prices per head when his pen 
of Suffolk Cross lambs sold at 
£82.50 and Coille Farm led the 
prices per kilo when their Suf-
folk and Cross Bred Lambs sold 
to 192pence per kilo.  

Feeding Ewes from Carrabus 
sold to £72.50.

Principal Lots and Prices:
Top Prices Per Head:
Lambs: SUFFx:
£82.50 – Lyrabus Farm : £63.50 

– Coull : £61.50 – Starchmill, 
Coille, Uiskentuie & Ardnave : 
£60.50 – Kintra.

TEXx: £74.50 – Mulindry : 
£73.00 & £65.50 – 7 Claddach : 
£64.50 – Lossit : £62.50 – Coull 
: £62.00 – Gartloist : £61.00 
– Leorin : £60.50 – Mulindry.

BELTx: £67.50 – Kilchiaran.
CHEVx: £61.50 – Ballivicar : 

£61.00 – Coull : £60.50 – Coil-
labus.

CROSS: £60.50 – Coille 
Farm.

BF: £68.00 – Lyrabus : £60.50 
– Kilchiaran : £56.50 – Leorin : 
£53.50 – Lossit : £52.00 – Bal-

lychattrigan.
Ewes: SUFFx: £62.50 

– Coull.
TEXx: £72.50 – Carrabus 

: £71.00 – Dunlossit Keills : 
£69.50 – Carrabus : £64.50 
– Mulindry : £61.50 – Gart-
loist.

CHEVx: £54.50 – Lossit.
CROSS: £59.50 – Gartloist : 

£55.00 – Uiskentuie.
MULE: £54.50 – Mulindry.
BF: £47.50 & £42.00  – Car-

rabus.
Wedders: TEXx: £60.50 

– Coull.
CROSS: £60.50 – Coull
BF: £44.50 – Coull
Top prices per kilo
Lambs: SUFFx: 192p, 183p & 

180p – Coille Farm.
TEXx: 189p- Coull : 186p 

– Mulindry.
CHEVx: 173p- Dhoidmhairi & 

Ballychattrigan.
CROSS: 192p – Coille Farm : 

188p – Portantruan.
BF: 188p – Ardnave.

United Auctions 
Stirling
UNITED Auctions had forward 
388 breeding cattle at its Stirling 
sale last Wednesday.

Bulls: Blakestown Charolais 
(ChaX) £5000; Westerhill 
(ChaX) £3000

Bulling heifers: Castlehill 
(AA) £1030

In calf heifers: South Ardittie 
(SimX) £1450; Castlehill (AA) 

VETS from Scotland’s Rural College are reminding farm-
ers to beware of pneumonia in young stock. 

Respiratory disease in cattle affects animal welfare and 
-

tivity, costly treatment and possible deaths. Experience 
shows the greatest risk is in the months of December and 
January, directly after cattle are housed.  Farmers should 
have a control strategy in place now.

The disease tends to strike animals under one year of 
age. According to SRUC experts by the time one or two 
animals are showing obvious signs of respiratory infec-
tion many others in the group will be going through the 
less eye catching, early phase of the disease.

‘Bovine Respiratory Disease or BRD is caused by many 
different things,’ says SRUC veterinary investigation 

-

tion, stress, viruses or lungworms can lead to damage the 
respiratory tract and act as ‘door openers’ for follow-up 
infections by bacteria, which normally don’t harm the 
animal but take the opportunity to run riot. We would 
urge farmers to talk to their vets about control plans.’

Antibiotics can treat the condition but, with increasing 
fears over antibiotic resistance, this should be regarded 

prevention rather then cure.
‘Stress can play a big factor so jobs like dehorning 

should be done before the animals come in. Once the 
cattle are inside try to keep them in the same groups and 
avoid remixing or overstocking. 

‘Remember the change of diet can sometimes upset 
them and make them vulnerable to secondary infection. 
Of course the buildings should have good ventilation and 

McGrigor calls for clarity on 
Rural Development Programme

Farmers getting a 
‘fair deal’ on CAP

Scotland’s only Conservative MP, David Mundell, says CAP payments are fair, despite widespread criticism.

Conservative MP says settlement had 
to ‘take into account the rest of UK’

Livestock farmers urged to be 
aware of peneumonia risk 

£1250; Girnal Farm (BP) 
£1250

In calf cows: Westerhill 
(BP) £1550; Westerhill 
(ChaX) £1450; Westerhill 
(SimX) £1400; Hender-
ston (SalersX) £1400; 
Westerhill (LimX) £1350; 
Winterhill (ChaX) £1350; 
South Ardittie (ContX) 
£1250

Cows and bull calves: 
Wester Whitecastle (BP) 
£2000; Wester Whitecas-

tle (LimX) £1950; Wester 
Whitecastle (LimX) 
£1900; South Ardittie 
(ContX) £1900; South 
Ardittie (SimX) £1850; 
Barnhill Estate (BG) 
£1450

Cows and heifer calves: 
Glenpark Farm (LimX) 
£2250; South Ardittie 
(ContX) £1800; Hender-
ston (SimX) £1700; South 
Ardittie (BP) £1650; Barn-
hill Estate (BG) £1110

Market reports

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Muirshearlich 
Common Grazing
Appointment of 

Grazing Committee
District of Kilmallie.

As part of the Muirs-
hearlich Sheep Stock 
Club AGM a meeting 
of shareholders for the 
above Common Grazing 
will be held for the pur-
pose of electing a new 
Grazing Committee.
7.30pm,  5th December, 
2013 at  Corie Nan Ru-
nan, 13 Muirshearlich, 
Banavie, Fort William. 
PH33 7PB

Proposed Assignation 
of a Grazings Share(s)
Mr Alexander Stewart Ma-
cLeod is applying to the Croft-
ing Commission for consent 
to assign one of the deemed 
croft grazings share(s), that 
previously pertained to the       
croft at 17 Upper Scotstown, 
Strontian, to Mr Donald Ewen 
MacDonald of The Old School 
House, Clovulin, Ardgour, By 
Fort William.

If you have an interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in 
writing or some other perma-
nent form to the Crofting Com-
mission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW (e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 28 
days from the date of publica-
tion of the advert.

Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would 
also be released under a Free-
dom of Information enquiry.

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Arivegaig Common Grazings, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart

Registration Number: CG31

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 months 
from the date of this advert 
and should be made directly 
to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at
the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
13/03383/PIP Site 65M South West

of 1 Torr An Eas,
Glenfinnan

Erection of house (plot 3) -
Renewal of 10/03005/PIP

13/03384/PIP Site 140M North West
of 1 Torr An Eas,
Glenfinnan

Erection of house (plot 2)
Renewal of 10/03004/PIP

13/03385/PIP Site 90M North West
of 1 Torr An Eas,
Glenfinnan

Erection of house (plot 1)
Renewal of 10/03003/PIP

13/04042/FUL 30M South East of Low
Cottage, Acharacle

Conversion of byre to
house (amended access to
11/02245/FUL)

13/04183/PIP Adjacent to Glen Cottage
Lower Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Erection of house

Time period for comments is 14 days

The Old Smokehouse

Fusion Marine Ltd is well established 
as one of the leading manufacturers of 
high quality equipment for marine and 
freshwater environments all over the 
world, particularly in the fish farming 
industries. The company is expanding 
sales in new markets and we have the 
following vacancies.

Office/Accounts Administrator 
We require a full time experienced Administrator to run our busy office at the 
Marine Resource Centre, Barcaldine.   
The candidate must be highly computer literate with a sound knowledge of the 
SAGE accounting system, well organised and have excellent communication 
skills.
Please contact us for a full list of duties. 

Internal Sales
We are offering a new opportunity for a forward thinking, enthusiastic person 
who can manage and improve our sales growth.
Applications are invited from candidates who have experience in a busy sales 
office and have the ability to support the technical sales team. A full driving 
licence is essential for this position.
Please contact us for a full list of duties.

Salary for both positions is dependent on experience.
Hours of work: Mon – Fri 8.30am to 5.00pm
Please apply by sending a covering letter, stating the position you are interested 
in and enclose a current C.V. 
All applications to: Mrs E Divers
Fusion Marine Ltd. The M.R.C., Barcaldine PA37 1SE
Or email:edivers@fusionmarine.com 
Closing date: Monday 2nd December 2013

We require an individual with a Pleasant 
and Professional Manner to take on the 
role of Accounts Assistant in our small 
but busy office.
Duties would include some book-keeping, with 
a knowledge of Sage being advantageous but 
not essential as training will be given, along with 
good Administration Skills.  Hours will be part time 
and flexible with the possibility of increasing in 
the future.  Salary offered will depend on level of 
experience.

Please apply with CV and covering letter to:
Fiona Stephenson, John MacAlister (Oban) Limited,
No 6 South Pier, Gallanach Road, Oban PA34  4LS

Or by email to  fiona@jmacoban.co.uk
Closing Date for Applications: 29.11.2013

Midton Acrylics Ltd
Lochgilphead

Customer Accounts Supervisor
We are looking for the right person to assist us with
the account management of our expanding customer
base. The successful applicant should possess excellent
communication skills and be comfortable with multi-
tasking in a fast moving environment. Good numeracy
skills and experience of working in a sales environment

or another business discipline) is preferred but not
essential. Full in-house training will be given.
Starting salary is £19-21000 (plus potential bonuses).

Applications (covering letter and C.V.)
should be submitted to;

neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk
(Formore information and/or an informal chat,

contact Neil on 01546602182 or email;
neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk)

Closing Date for applications is the 6th of December.

Assistant 
Administrator

You will work with our Administrator to deliver 
all office functions for our small team.

21 hours per week; £7.45/hour; 6 month contract, 
may be made permanent 

Closing date: 5pm on Monday 2nd December.
Further information or job packs: 

www.alienergy.org.uk; 01631 565183 
or mandie@alienergy.org.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

13/01976/PP Construction of above ground pipe bridge Pennygowan Bridge (South East of 
Glenforsa Hotel) Glenforsa Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

13/02418/PP Erection of extension Port Appin Surgery Port Appin 
Appin Argyll and Bute PA38 4DE 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/02455/PP Erection of 8 flats Land East Of Dunraineach Connel 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1PH 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

13/02472/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse (renewal of 
planning permission 10/00690/PP).

Land West of St James Church 
Ardbrecknish Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/02516/PP Use of land for siting of 3 pre-fabricated 
holiday let lodges, installation of septic 
tank and formation of new vehicular 
access

2 Eorabus Croft Ardtun Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA67 6DH

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle 
of Mull

13/02529/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
08/02095/DET - Improvement of existing 
access

Junction at Airds Bay Road and the 
A85(T) Airds Bay Taynuilt Argyll and 
Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/02543/PP Formation of hardstanding area 
associatedwith waste transfer station 
approved under application reference 
11/02323/PP

Soroba Quarry Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4SD 

Oban Area 
Office

13/02564/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new access

Land South West of Kentallen Farm 
Aros Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA72 6JS 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

13/02554/LIB Internal alterations and replacement of 
window with door

Lerags House Lerags Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4SE 

Oban Area 
Office

13/02609/PP Installation of replacement window to the 
east elevation.

The Clydesdale Bank 20 Main Street 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (C47 GLENGORM ROAD, ISLE OF MULL) 
(WEIGHT RESTRICTION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2013
On Monday 18th November 2013, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order in terms of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on 6th January 2014, amends the existing weight restrictions on the C47 
Glengorm Road. The authorised weight limit will change from 18T to 33T between the Council Waste Disposal Site and 
the entrance to the access road at Ardmore Forest. 
A copy of the Order and plan relative thereto are available for inspection during normal working hours Monday to Friday 
inclusive at the following offices:-
(i) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is 
not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of 
that Act or any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks 
from 22nd November 2013, apply to the Court of Session for this purpose. 

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD PA31 8RD

SURGERY NOTICES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 6th December in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.
He can also be contacted by by e mail – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Glen-Lee will be holding a surgery in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban on Monday 2nd December 
from 4.00pm to 5.00pm. If you wish to make an appointment, please contact Karen Rodger on 01546 604209. 
Councillor Glen-Lee can also be contacted by phone – Tel: 01631 567 955 or by email – louise.glen-lee@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Temporary Winter 
Patrol Driver – 
Inveraray and Killin Depots

BEAR Scotland is responsible for the management and maintenance of the Trunk Roads in 
the North West, North East and South East of  Scotland. The following vacancies have arisen:

Temporary vacancies have arisen for a Winter Patrol Driver for immediate start until 
31st March 2014. The successful candidates will carry out patrol duties on a night shift 
basis on several routes of  the trunk road network. Candidates should possess a current 
LGV C licence and be prepared to carry out road maintenance duties. 

You can apply at our website: www.bearscot.com/careers/ alternatively, please 
contact Gareth Hutchinson for an application form and job description at 
recruitment@bearscotland.co.uk or 01738 448600. 

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 29th November 2013.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
•BRIGHTER pages full of 

essential information

•RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

•NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

FISH FARMER
GOES

For more information visit:
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/digital

Fish Farmer is the UK’s leading aquaculture magazine, this 
highly-regarded magazine has been serving the aquaculture 
industry for 30 years and enjoys a worldwide distribution.

SAVEOVER
35%

ONLY £44 PER YEAR
SUBSCRIBE

ONLINE

Subscribe to an online version of Fish Farmer 
magazine for one year and save over 35%

- USER FRIENDLY NAVIGATION -

* DON’T WAIT FOR YOUR ISSUE ANY LONGER! 
* GET ACCESS AS SOON AS IT IS PROVIDED!
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Hungary for success

CASTING AN EYE ON EASTERN EUROPE

Hungarian Aquaculture

T
otal annual aquaculture production in Hungary 
varies between 14,000 and 16,000 tons. As in 
most Central and Eastern European countries, 
pond culture is the most important subsector, 

with a yearly production of 12-14,000 tons, accounting
for 85-90 per cent of the volume. 

Changes in annual production mainly come from the
fact that most pond farmers use traditional low intensity
(extensive or semi-intensive) technologies, characterised
by strong reliance on natural food production, thus yearly 
harvests are subject to weather conditions. 

be the oldest in Europe, dating back to Medieval times, 
and is considered a cultural heritage in certain regions 

earthen enclosures and cereals are applied as supplemen-
tary feed to natural food, contributing to 30-60% of the
biomass gain, depending on the level of farming intensity.

TIBOR FELEDI, GERGO GYALOG, ANDRAS

RÓNYAI AND LASZLO VÁRADI

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES,

AQUACULTURE AND IRRIGATION (HAKI),

SZARVAS, HUNGARY

Combined
extensive

and intensive 
systems are 
increasingly

popular

Fish yields range from 500-1,000 kg ha-1 year-1 in 
extensive technologies to 1,000 – 2,000 kg ha-1 year-
1 in semi-intensive technologies. These plankton and 
cereal-based traditional technologies do not allow the 
production of valuable predatory species – 95-98% of
the biomass gain originates from the growth of common 

polyculture. Although this way of farming can be regarded 
as a resource-saving, environmental-friendly production, 
numerous factors have challenged its economical sustain-

carps (demand shifting toward predators) and increasing

low-intensity technologies. 
However, two distinct pond culture development

models show themselves adaptable to survive: (i) creating
a multifunctional farming model and generating income
from angling, bird watching and tourism; (ii) applying
intensive technologies that rely almost exclusively on for-
mulated feeds (in combination with of the use of smaller

Probably, as always, the best path to follow lies between 
the extremes: integration of certain elements of the
two models creates a good opportunity for combined
extensive systems.

Intensive tank aquaculture accounts for a yearly produc-
tion of 2,000 tons in Hungary (10-15% of total aquac-
ulture). Flow-through systems using geothermal water

Clarias gariepinus X
Heterobranchus bidorsalis) farming, producing some 1,800
tons yearly. The production of this species is a success

started in 1984 and nowadays Hungary is the second
n

farming in recirculation systems (RASs) is practised in 
5-6 farms, producing 50-80 tons of meat and 2-3 tons of 

Hungary, three farms produce some 30-60 tons of trout 
annually. Barramundi is produced in RAS and European 

Silurus glanis) is produced in cages in one farm.

R&D AND INNOVATION

Hungary is one of the most active participants in R&D 
projects of the EU’s 6th and 7th Framework Programs, 

mainly through the activity of the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation (HAKI). HAKI is an 
important participant in EU projects, with components

gies and the breeding of productive and disease-resistant
common carp varieties – such as Sustainaqua, Aquamax
and Eurocarp. In Hungary, just like in other Eastern Euro-
pean countries, the great challenge is how to make con-

the increasing competition for freshwater resources and 
the changing market needs. 

As a result of these recent R&D projects, new systems 
and technologies are available for practical application. In 
combined intensive and extensive (CIE) systems high val-
ue species are produced intensively in a small production 
unit, while the excess nutrients of the intensive system

SUCCESS
Hungary for

Opposite page:
paddlefish have great 
potential. Clockwise
from top left: the
recirculation system at 
HAKI; selecting carp
broodstock; producing 
African catfish using
geothermal water; a 
striped bass hybrid

THE C E t t i lli f i ti d t i f
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Stirling scientists tackle global sea lice problem

TACKLING SEA LICE AT THE INSTITUTE OF AQUACULTURE

Sea lice

Stirling research 

ROUND UP

Historically
hatchery-

reared wrasse
have been less

effective

S
ea lice are naturally occurring obligate crusta-
cean ectoparasites of salmon that continue to be
one of the most costly a
issues for the salmon farming industry, with

Scotland alone spending over £30 million per year on
mitigation. Despite the continued focus of the aquacul-
ture industry on the use of integrated pest management,
alternative approaches are urgently required.

The Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) is at the forefront of
the battle against sea lice, with research projects on all
main strategies, including the deployment of c
the development of a vaccine, studies on host/parasite
resistance designed to identify the parasite’s weak spots
and the screening/development of novel products to re-
duce sea lice burdens. Professor Herve Migaud, Director
of Research at the IoA, commented:‘These projects dem-
onstrate the leading position occupied by the Institute in 
supporting the Scottish aquaculture sector and underline
our strong commitment to solving current problems in 
sustainable aquaculture in the UK and worldwide.’

WRASSE - A BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

The cohabitation of cultured native cleaner-wrasse
species with salmon stocks is widely considered as one
of the most environmentally friendly and sustainable solu-
tions to pest management.This sustainability is nonethe-
less only achievable if the wrasse are farmed rather than
wild-caught.The farming of wrasse is currently in its rela-
tive infancy, with limited knowledge of their reproductive
physiology, spawning behaviour, larval development and
general performance in captivity. Leading Scottish salmon
producers, Marine Harvest Scotland (MHS) and Scottish
Sea Farms Ltd (SSF), and scientists from the Institute of
Aquaculture (IoA) Reproduction & Genetics team have
been recently awarded co-funding of £2.1m from the
Technology Strategy Board to support their collaborative
wrasse initiative. John Webster,Technical Director of the
SSPO, says:‘We are delighted that Scottish salmon farm-
ing has attracted TSB funding for a project designed to
further improve the industry’s sustainability. The prospect
of biological control of sea lice through the use of cleaner
wrasse is exciting and promising.’ The project started in
January 2012 with the aim of developing the technolo-
gies to breed and grow commercially viable numbers of
wrasse in tanks and to deploy in the salmon industry.

B e in aquaculture
ventures and in the use of wrasse as a biological control
against sea lice, the industrial partners are currently run-
ning a dedicated wrasse hatchery in University of Stirling
premises at Machrihanish (formerly Machrihanish Marine
Farm Ltd), presently holding over 1000 ballan wrasse
broodstock under different light and temperature re-
gimes.The project is supported by two dedicated IoA sci-
entists: Bridie Grant (PhD student) and Dr Eric Leclercq
(Post-Doctoral Research scientist) under the supervision
of Professor Herve Migaud and Dr Andrew Davie.

Achievements in 2012 include: improved spawning quan-
tity
testing of custom-designed wrasse diets (in collaboration

iour and wild wrasse population dynamic and genetics.
One of the most important

lice from salmon.
The delousing is

well documented across Scotland and Norway. However, 
this is not the case of their hatchery counterparts that
have been reared on dry pellets. A preliminary trial at
Machrihanish Marine Environmental Research Laboratory
(MERL) assessed the performance of cohabiting hatch-
ery-reared ballan wrasse (c30g in weight) in delousing
Atlantic salmon (c150g in weight).The experiment tested
two wrasse/salmon ratios (6% or 12% wrasse by number)
with 50 salmon (± 7.5 lice / salmon).

The trial proved to be highly successful, with the total
sea lice burden being reduced by 86% and 98% (6% and 
12% treatments, respectively) following 40h of cohabita-
tion with both gravid female and adult/pre-adult stages
preyed upon (Figure 1).

VACCINE – A NEW WEAPON IN THE WAR

One alternative to the use of therapeutic medicines

viding long-term protection. Such a vaccine would

Figure 1

Opposite: Wrasse
broodstock at 
Machrihanish wrasse
hatchery (P Featherstone)
Above: Male and female
sealice (W Roy)
Figure 1: Average sea-
lice count per salmon
(15 salmon assessed /
treatment / tank) at the
start of the experiment
(0h) and following 40h
of cohabitation with 6%
or 12% ballan wrasse
(30g, hatchery-origin) in 
600 L tanks at a water
temperature of 13.5°C
(Migaud H and Leclercq E)
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COMPACT PDNorvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps

reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease

caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).

– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible
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All positions up for 

re-election

A position has 
arisen to train as an 

apprentice baker.
National rates apply.

Full training 
will be given.

Apply in the first 
instance to Alec Russell.

01586 553 635
argyllbakeries@

hotmail.co.uk
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stovesmarine surveyor

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form below 
and post it to any of our offices (details below)
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors
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Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 
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in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 
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stationery

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

contractors ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

MACBRAYNES BED-
FORD DUPLE Vega Bus 
die cast model by Efe.  
Boxed, excellent unused 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 564578.
MACBRAYNES BED-
FORD TK platform trailer 
and container die cast 
model by Corgi Classics, 
boxed, excellent unused 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01631 564578.
MODEL FOR SALE Cor-
gi boxed gift set includes 
Guy Arab Double Decker, 
Leyland PSI Coach, £35 
post free, Telephone 
01369 706726.
MODEL FOR SALE 
Classix Austin K2 Van 
Kemps Biscuits, £8 post 
free,  Telephone 01369 
706726.

BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD’S BED small 
white metal frame child’s 
bed, 58x28x12”. Mat-
tress and 2 mattress 
protectors included. 
Suit toddler as 1st bed,  
£40 Telephone 01546 
602876 or 600103.
TWIN BUGGY red twin 
buggy, used twice, 
excellent condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
563675.

BICYCLES
PEUGEOT BOY MOUN-
TAIN BIKE 20 inches 
wheel, 6 speed, new 
tyres and recently serv-
iced,  £25 Telephone 
01244 639184.

BUILDING / DIY
BOSCH PEX 400 AE 
electronic multi-sander,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
710352.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

FIVE PACKS OF POP 
RIVETS various sizes 
100 in each pack.  Bar-

packs. Telephone 01631 
564578.

 CDS, DVDS AND
VIDEOS

2 CD RACKS in dark 
wood,  £20 each Tel-
ephone 01631 710352.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

BEAUTIFUL LADIES 
SPARKLY  Sandals size 
5.5 black and silver jew-
elled strappy sandals. 
In excellent condition 
and original box. Per-

£15. Telephone 01631 
720382.
HAND KNITTED HAR-
RIS wool socks.  Mrs 
MacKay, 17 Achmore, 
Isle of Lewis HS32 9DU.
HIMALAYAN BLACK 
SAFETY SHOES size 
8 unused, still in box,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

PC WORKSTATION 
/ DESK brand new 
Smeade 60FH. 60cmx-
48cmx75cm high. High 
quality strong silver 
frame, casters, beech 
top and shelves. Good 
for Christmas,  £35 Tel-
ephone 01631 770698.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

ESPRESSO/CAPPU-
CINO MAKER coffee 
maker and milk frother in 
full working order. Coun-
ter top model. Connel,  
£25 Telephone 07915 
671041.
MICROWAVE OVEN 
800W microwave with 
grill. Auto menu can cook 
by food type and weight. 
Connel,  £25 Telephone 
07915 671041.
PADDED SMALL ironing 
board,  £5 Telephone 

Hours.

DOMESTIC PETS
JACK RUSSELL PUP-

PIES two black, white 
and tan girls, ready to 
go any time,  £250 Tel-
ephone 01880 740671.

 FURNITURE
1950’S DRESSING 
TABLE,   £10 Telephone 

Hours.
DARK WOOD DEMI 
LUNE hall table,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

DOUBLE DIVAN BED,   
£30 Telephone 01631 

FOUR BLUE VELOUR 
stacking chairs,  £8 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

GLASS FRONTED 
CORNER cabinet, ma-
hogany,  £10 Telephone 

Hours.
IKEA POANG ARM-
CHAIRS two armchairs 
beech frame, blue fabric. 
Good condition. Connel,  
£49 Telephone 07915 
671041.
MODERN SMOKED 
GLASS TOPPED dinner 
table and four stacking 
chairs,  £25 Telephone 

Hours.
PINE DOUBLE HEAD-
BOARD,  £15 Telephone 

Hours.
PINE KITCHEN CHAIR,  
£10 Telephone 01631 

PINE RECTANGULAR 
TV UNIT with drawer,  
£20 Telephone 01631 

SET OF 4 DINING 
CHAIRS,   £8 Telephone 

Hours.
SINGLE DIVAN BED,  
£10 Telephone 01631 

SINGLE FOLDING BED 
ideal for Christmas visi-

metal frame and mat-
tress,  £15 Telephone 
01631 570222.
SINGLE WARDROBE 
with top box,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

SMALL PINE DRESSER,   
£40 Telephone 01631 

SOFA BUNK BED child/
young teen bunk bed 
with pull out sofabed. 
Pink trim - metal frame 
plus good quality single 
memory foam mattress,  
£150 Telephone 01631 
720601.
TALL MODERN DIS-
PLAY CABINET tall 
slim unit light oak colour 
200cm h 40cm d 51cm 
w glass display at top, 
cupboard with shelf at 
bottom vgc,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07868 481242.
TRADITIONAL OAK 
FINISH DESK with green 
leather inlay.  Excellent 
condition,  £200ono Tel-
ephone 07771 637154 
Oban.
TWO MODERN STOOLS 
,  £2 Telephone 01631 

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

CARL LEWIS Airwalker 
Fitness Machine, vgc, 
can deliver,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01546 886292.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

DUAL BURNING 
STOVE sit into normal 

fuel,  £49.99 Telephone 
01885 821431.
ELECTRIC FIRE Adam 

coal effect with living 

can be viewed on Argos 
site used as focal point,  
£49.99 Telephone 01369 
701854.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 

per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
BRAND NEW CARPET 
12ftx3” long (3.75meters)
x3ftx7”wide(1.05meters) 
Ruby Red self colouring 
carpet new condition,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720559.
BRAND NEW TABTOP 
CURTAINS pair of cot-
ton curtains pale blue 
in colour from Ikea 
size 145x300xcm or 
(57x118”). Perfect for 
a boys room,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 720382.
BRASS TRAY on stand,  
£15 Telephone 01631 

CURTAINS 1 pair of 
lined green curtains 
with pencil pleat. Size 
88”wx90”drop. In good 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 720382.
DELUXE INDIAN 
THROW for sofa or 
double bed.  brand new, 
never used, bright and 
cheerful with striking 
design.  Perfect present, 
cost £24.50,  £17 Tel-
ephone 07786 327141.
FULLY LINED CUR-
TAINS pair of green 
pencil pleat curtains size 
64”wx90”drop In good 
condition,  £39.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 720382.
MAGAZINE RACK ,  
£5 Telephone 01631 

MIRROR with square, 
dark brown surround,  
£8 Telephone 01631 
570222.
OAK FRAMED FIRE 
SCREEN,  £12 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

ROOM DIVIDER/ dress-
ing privacy screen, lovely 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 565915.
TWO LARGE CAR-
PETS 7m x 4m, cream 
and beige, never used, 
cost £1450, will accept 
£270, Telephone 07551 
083367.

HOME OFFICE
BRILLIANT WORK STA-
TION computer desk,  
£20 Telephone 01631 

FOUR DRAWER METAL 
FILING  cabinet,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

SWIVEL OFFICE 
CHAIR,  £12 Telephone 

Hours.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATH MIXER TAPS 
SINGLE LEVER chrome, 
wall mounted, ceramic 
disc. Brand new boxed, 
shower hose connection, 

£20.00 each, Telephone 
01631 770698.

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

DART BOARD (Win-
mau bristle) and darts,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
710352.

LOST AND FOUND
LOST A CHUNKY PEN-

black petals in Oban/Fort 
William, possible main 
street leading up to 
Discount Footwear shop 
Oban, or Fort William 
main street to car park 
on front.  Reward for 
information.  Telephone 
01464 821958 or 07584 
687947.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 

for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

MARINE
PRAWN PARLOUR 
POTS 1 year old, vgc, 
£20 + VAT, 2 Hanging 
Trawl Blocks and 1 
Gunwhale Roller, vgc, 
£40 each Telephone 
07717 471736.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CASIO KEYBOARD 
CT-657 good condition, 
complete with black Me-
ridian keyboard stand,  
£45 Telephone 01852 
200209.
DRUMKIT Boston, black 
full size adult 5 piece 
drum kit, great condition,  
£48 Telephone 01852 
200209.
FIDDLE ¾ size Rain-

metalic pink in colour, 
comes with case, bow, 
chin + shoulder rest,  
£49.99 Telephone 07500 
703927.
FIDDLE 4/4 size Rain-

red. Comes with case, 
bow, chin + shoulder 
rests,  £49.99 Telephone 
07500 703927.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

GIRL’S SKI JACKET & 
SALOPETTE age 13 
- 14 from Next. Dark pink 
jacket and black salo-
pettes. Very good con-
dition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 570222.
LADIES SALOPETTES 
ski suit etc,  £25 Tel-
ephone 07833 604038.
SKI BOOTS ladies size 
6,  £45 Telephone 07833 
604038.
SKIS POLES & GOG-
GLES,  £45 Telephone 
07833 604038.
SNOWBOARD BOOTS 
size 5 snowboarders 
boots, very good condi-
tion,  £10 Telephone 
01631 570222.

PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CAGE for medium 
size dog never used 
complete with tray, folds 

£25 Telephone 01369 
701854.
DOG CRATE medium 
size - very good condition 
- with removable plastic 
tray,  £25 Telephone 
01631 570222.
SMALL CAT TREE 
scratch posts with bed 
and swinging toy, choco-
late brown in colour, 
suit small cat or kitten,  
£12.50 Telephone 07500 
703927.

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATION-
ERY Design and printing 
of letterheads, comp slips 
and cards, for a hassle 
free service contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
WEDDING STATION-
ERY Ranges to suit all 
tastes, custom designs 
from your ideas, paper 
and card for those mak-
ing their own. Contact 
Krisp Print.Telephone 
01586 554975.

TOYS AND GAMES
PRAM Wicker dolls pram 
with pink gingham trim 
hood and blanket. Suit 
3-5 year old.,  £15 Tel-
ephone 07715105816.
WOODEN DOLLS 
WARDROBE a beautiful 
wooden dolls wardrobe 

HAPPY 6Oth 

RAYMOND
MCINTOSH

Love from your girls
Clair & Trudi

Happy 21st Birthday
John MacKinnon

08.11.92

Love from Mum, Dad
and all the family xxx

in excellent condition 
would make a fantastic 
Xmas pressie,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01631 720382.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636
WANTED GOOD QUAL-
ITY 6ft X 3ft folding pool 
table. Telephone 01852 
500226.

PERSONALS

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
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Sean Edwards, Eldest Son of Richard and Sophie 
Edwards of Grange Road, Fort William graduated 
from Strathclyde University with a Masters Degree 

in Advanced Architectural design. 
Sean was a former pupil of Inverlochy Primary 

school and Lochaber High school. In completing his 
studies Sean has secured an Architectural position 

at a prominent Scottish Architects based in Glasgow.

Grant Symmers graduated with an HNC in Game 
Keeping with Wildlife Management from North 
Highland College, Thurso. He is a former pupil 

at Kinlochleven High School and is now working 
at Balnacoil Estate, Brora. Grant is the son of 

Maureen and Stuart Symmers.
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SCOTTISH
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ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 24 November 2013

Christ the King
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion.....................08.00
Sung Eucharist..........................10.15

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist..........................11.00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist..........................09.30

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS
MACLACHLAN - Peacefully 
on Thursday November 7, 
2013 at Islay Hospital, Olive 
MacLachlan (née Watts) aged 
87. Wife of the late Neil and 
mother of Neil, Janet and the 
late David. Sadly missed.
MACNICOL - Suddenly, at 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley on November 14, 
2013, with her family by her 
side, Ishbel MacNicol, née 
Galbraith, in her 69th year, 
of Glenview, Turnalt Farm, 
Barbreck, by Lochgilphead, 
beloved wife of Hamish, 
much loved mother of Donald 
and Lesley, much respected 
mother-in-law of Heather 
and Brian, loving granny of 
Lewis, Morven, Fraser, Shona 
and Iona and a dear sister of 
Douglas and Agnes.  A good 
neighbour, dear friend and 
former work colleague to many.  
Funeral service will be held 
in Craignish Parish Church, 
Ardfern, on Friday, November 
22 at 12.00 noon, thereafter to 
Kilvaree Cemetery.  Family 

if desired, to ICU, RAH Paisley 
and Craignish Parish Church 
Funds.
MCARTHUR - Suddenly after 
a short illness on November 15, 
2013, Donald aged 65 years, 
eldest son of the late John 
and Mary McArthur (Lossit, 
Portnahaven, Islay). Cremation 
will take place at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday 
November 22, 2013 at 12.15.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
JAMES – Michael, John, 
Jenifer and their families 
would like to thank everyone 
for their support on the loss of 
their mother, Pat James. The 
care and attention given by the 
doctors and staff at the Mull 
and Iona Community Hospital 
was exemplary, and the support 
at her funeral of so many who 
knew her was much appreciated.
We must also thank Rev Johnny 
Paton for conducting such a 
beautiful service, and to Billy 
McClymont for handling the 
arrangements so professionally.
From the retiral collection and 
a family donation, £200 has 
now been sent to the Stroke 
Association.
MACDONALD – Mary 
Turnbull and family wish to 
thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad loss of Arthur.  
Special thanks to Donald 
MacKinnon for his personal 
graveside service and to all those 
who attended.  Thanks to D & 

caring funeral arrangements, 
to Moreen Gracie for her 

and to the Rowantree Hotel for 
their catering services.
RILEY - Gemma, Jamie, Betty, 
Irene, Cathrine and Pauline 
would like to thank everyone 

visits and kindness following 
the loss of their beloved dad 
and brother, Frankie. A special 
thanks to Dr Douglas and all 
the nurses at Tweedale Surgery.
Thank you to Rev. R. Corbett 
for his comforting service and 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
and staff at Caol Community 
Centre. A heartfelt thank you 
to everyone who attended and 
giving generous donations to 
the British Lung Foundation 
Scotland. £723 was raised.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Nancy, who passed 
away on November 20, 2010.
Dearly loved wife, mum, 
mother-in-law, and granny.
No tears, no words, no verse 
can say
How much we miss you every 
day
- Iain, Iain, Fiona and families
GUNN - Duncan.  November 
24, 2004. Dear father, sadly 
missed and in our thoughts 
every day.

- Andrew and Susan
HENDERSON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Iain who died November 22, 
2002.
A smile I will always
remember
A voice I will always recall
A memory I will always
treasure
Of the one who was dear to all
Sadly missed.
- Isabel
MACKAY- In loving memory 
of Eddie, father and grandfather 
who died November 22,  1968.
Always in our thoughts
- Families Inveraray and 
Canada.
MACKECHNIE - Gilbert.
Passed away November 17, 
2012, age 96.
Dad - Everlasting happy 
memories of you.
- Love always Gilbert and Iona 
xx
MACKECHNIE - Gilbert.
One year has passed, but not a 
day goes by without thinking of 
you. Love and miss you always 
Papa.
- Iain, Lindsay, Quinn and 
Georgie xxxx
MACKECHNIE - Gilbert.
Even though I’m sad every day 
that you’re no longer here, I’m 
forever happy that you were 
our Papa.
Loved and missed always.
- Jan, Mark, Nadia and Joe 
xxxx
MACKECHNIE - In loving 
memory of Iain, a dearly loved 
husband, dad, grandad and 
great-grandad who died on 
November 20, 2011.
It’s two years now since we lost 
you
And every day we miss you 
more
No matter where life takes us
We will have you with us
In our precious memories
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
- Betty, David, Agnes, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren xx.
A warm smile, a kind touch
These are things we miss so 
much
More and more every single 
day
Such a caring man, what more 
can we say
A contagious laugh, sharing a 
joke or two
Tesco is much quieter now, 
what will we do?
You were the soul of a family 
who are incomplete
For anyone who knew you, 
well that was their treat.
Sorely missed and our hearts 
ache always, 
not a day goes by we don’t 
think of you and wish you were 
here.
Forever in our hearts my 
beloved dad and our papa
- Marina, Cameron and Emma 
xxxx
McARTHUR
Treasured memories of our 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother who passed away 
on November 22, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Sheena, Rachel, Craig, Carol, 
Matthew, Aaron and Katie.
MAY - Precious memories of 
our dearest mum and granny 
Cathie, who died November 
23, 2006.
We’ve so many precious 
memories
To cherish our whole life 
through
Each one of them reminders
Of how much we still miss 
you.
- With Love Steven, Norman, 
Karen, Sandra, Chris, Caitlin 
and Erin xx
MORREN – In loving memory 
of a dear brother and uncle, 
John(Ian) Morren who died 
November 20, 2007.
Always remembered.
- Ellen and family and Ron.
NICOL - Treasured  memories 
of a beloved son, Gavin 
William, who passed away 
November 23, 2010.
Forever in our hearts.
- Mum and Jimmy.

Seori Blair Ormiston, Barcaldine, graduated with 
a HND in Sports Coaching with Development 

from North Glasgow College. Seori is the son of 
Eilid and John, and grandson of Moira Cousins, 
N. Connel and Carole and John, Glasgow and is 
a former pupil of Barcaldine Primary and Oban 

High School. Seori now works as a white water raft 
and kayak guide in the Spanish Pyrenees.

RICHMOND – In loving 
memory of our dear mother and 
grandmother, Agnes Richmond 
(née Paterson) 9 Lismore 
Crescent, Oban, who passed 
away on November 21, 1984.
Your gentle heart would grieve 
to know
How slowly time doth heal
The wound it dealt us with your 
death
A pain we’ll always feel 
Till memory fades and life 
departs
You’ll live forever in our 
hearts
Time takes away the edge of 
grief
But memory turns back every 
leaf.
- Inserted by her ever loving son 
Victor, daughter-in-law Anne 
and grandchildren Yvonne and 
John, Bermuda.
TRAYNOR - Treasured 
memories of a dearly loved 
father, father-in-law and 
papa John, who passed away 
November 22, 1994.
Always and forever in our 
hearts and thoughts.
- Violet, Iain, Janette, Jennifer 
and family.

God has truly been good to His 
people! 

He has given us more than we 
ever deserved.

Think of it! He provided a 
means of salvation that will save 
the vilest sinner.

He has given us so many pre-
cious promises. When a person 
is saved, they are given spiritual 
gifts so that God can use them in 

Much to celebrate in Appin

APPIN Parish Church had much to 
celebrate at its service on Sunday, when 
the Appin Guild took centre stage.

The Appin Guild marked its 125th 
anniversary last year and during the 
national Guild Week (November 17 - 24) 
took the opportunity to celebrate its 
members’ long service.

Rev Roderick Campbell praised the 
women for their work as he handed 

service.
Jessie MacKenzie has served the Guild 

for 53 years, while Chrissie MacNeill 
and Chrissie Malone have clocked up 45 
and 44 years respectively.

The other awards to be handed out 
were: Margaret Ross, 40 years; Ellen 
MacCorquodale, 34 years; Madge Rid-
det, 30 years; Shirley Dunlop, 25 years; 
Joan Loro, 25 years; Helen Currie, 25 
years; Linda MacLeod, 24 years; Brenda 

MacLeod and Kate Shepton, 21 years.  
Rev Campbell also praised the work 

of local contractors SE Carmichael for 

at the church.
Funding of £16,000 from the General 

Trustees of the Church of Scotland and 
£10,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
helped to pay for the work.

Money has also been allocated to 
upcoming roof repairs.

On Sunday there was a deication of a 
stitched collage of Appin Through the 
Seasons, designed by Fiona Hunter and 
co-ordinated by Pat Wyeth Webb.

A number of women from the church 
were involved in creating the collage, 
which took three months to make and 
now hangs in the church.

The current church building will be 
redecorated for its 125th anniversary in 
2015.

Members of Appin Guild with Rev Roderick Campbell. 16_t47guild01

Fiona Hunter, left, and Pat Wyeth Webb with the 
Appin collage. 16_t47guild02

Obituary

THE ISLAND of Lismore and 
the whole Gaelic community 
have been saddened by the news 
of Donald Black’s death. One 
of the island’s best known and 
loved inhabitants, he contributed 
greatly to community life.

Donald was born to Archie and 
Rachel Black, the youngest of 
three children; May predeceased 
him this year and Duncan, who 
lives in Kintyre, completed the 
crofting family on Lismore.

Maternal grandmother, Mary 
MacDonald, and her elder 
brother also lived in the croft 
house and had a profound 

depth of knowledge of the Gaelic 
language.

Donald’s whole formal educa-
tion was at nearby Baligrundle 
Primary School as, unlike 
his siblings, he failed to get a 
bursary to allow him to attend 
the high school. Before he was 
11 the Second World War had 
started and life changed on Lis-
more, as everywhere evacuees 
arrived from the Clydebank 
bombings and diluted the Gaelic 
in the school. Many troops were 
stationed on the island, one of 
whom, Eddy Kelly, introduced 
Donald to painting and draw-
ing, which he contiued to enjoy 
throughout his life.

At the end of the war Donald 
discovered he was a very talented 
athlete and entered the 100, 200 

Highland games staged after the 
war at Taynuilt in 1946 - being 
placed in all races and winning 
the 400 yards.

An illustrious 11-year career on 
the Highland games circuit only 

while on holiday in Greece at 62 
years of age and over 20 years 

Donald  Black (November 14, 1928 to October 21, 2013)

older than any other competitor!
Donald was set to join the 

police in Manchester when his 
father died suddenly in 1952, so 
he stayed to manage the croft.

He supplemented his income 
by working on the island’s roads.

In 1959 Donald married Roma 
Nelson, a Glasgow nurse with 
Lismore roots, and so began 54 
years of happy marriage, pro-

Gilleasbuig and Rachel and 

who gave Donald so much pleas-
ure in later life.

After the family grew up Roma 
did some nursing on Lismore, 
ably supported by Donald who 
accompanied her on night visits 
carrying a torch, lifting stretch-
ers, holding drip bottles, driving 
and often lightening the situation 
with his cheery presence.

As Donald reached retirement 
he turned increasingly to his 
interest and love of Gaelic. At 
60 he started to write a regular 
Gaelic column in The Oban 
Times and set about writing a 
book of Tales of Lismore, in 
Gaelic and English, beautifully 

illustrated by himself, which 
was eventually completed and 
published by CADISPA in 2006.

The great dream of Donald’s 
life was to create a Gaelic Herit-
age Centre on Lismore.

Shortly after retiring he, along 
with several others, established 
the Commam Eachdraidh with 
the intention of eventually build-
ing a permanent heritage centre.

Lismore was increasingly 
recognised as an important focus 
of Gaelic culture and language 
and Donald was in great demand 
on radio and television where 
his deep, clear diction and end-
less interesting tales created a 
lasting impression of a deeply 
knowledgeable man.

Amongst all this activity the 
family had some very hard times.
Firstly, youngest daughter Rachel 
had a very serious road accident 
leaving her unconscious for days 
and scarred for life. Donald and 
Roma came through this awful 
period with compassion and 
dignity supported by their strong 
religious conviction (Donald was 
an elder since 1987 and session 
clerk). Whilst endlessly support-

ive they have also had the cour-
age to allow Rachel to lead her 
own life. Then, in 2000, Donald 
had a critical illness from which 
he made a complete recovery.

Duncan MacGregor and fam-
ily generously donated a large 
piece of land to the Comman 
Eachdraidh to allow a permanent 
heritage centre to be built. This 
allowed fundraising and grant 
applications to proceed with 
conviction and on March 17, 
2007 the heritage centre was 
opened by Mrs Angela Yeo-
man, having been designed by 
Shauna Cameron, built by Stuart 
Carmichael with Tony Perkins, 

Donald was the proud chairman 
on that auspicious occassion.

Donald was a natural storyteller 
with an immense fund of knowl-
edge and interesting stories that 
entranced friends and strangers 
alike. He particularly loved to 
tell his grandchildren stories and 
they loved to hear them. He was 
proud of them all.

The last year has seen Donald’s 
health deteriorate and Roma and 
the family lovingly cared for him 
at home until he had to have an 
operation from which he seemed 
to be recovering well when he 
suffered a severe heart attack 
and died three days later with his 
family aroud him.

Donald Black has left a huge 
legacy - his book ‘Sgeul No 
Dha as as Lios’, The Comman 
Eachdraidh Lios Mor, beautiful 
paintings and his family.

He is survived by Roma, 
his wife, Duncan, his brother, 
children, Morag, Gillesbuig and 
Rachel, in-laws Klaus and Norma 
and grandchildren Eoghan, Sara, 
Colin, Alexander and Charlotte.  

IM

Donald Black with his wife, Roma.

Thought for the week

His kingdom work.
Much more could be said about 

this matter, but I think it is plain 
to see that God has been good to 
us! 

Yet, as I was thinking about 
these things, I came to realise 
that the greatest gift the Lord 
has ever given to His people is 
His love! 

The love of God for His people 

is everlasting. His love is what 
motivated Him to send Jesus to 
die on the cross.

In fact, the greatest evidence of 
the love of God is the death of 
Christ on the cross. God’s great-
est gift to us is His love.

Now, He did not stop by just 
giving His love to us. He has 
also placed His love in us.

Jesus said that the world would 

know we were His disciples 
by the love we have one for 
another.

-
acteristic mentioned concerning 
the Fruit of the Spirit.

Not only did He love us, but He 
has also caused us to love! We 
need to love like Jesus so we can 
reach our world.

Bill Harvey

God’s greatest gift to his church
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Pool teams on 
Oban Filling 
Station Cup duty

FOOTBALL

POOL

Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup
3rd Round

Oban Saints 6
Rosyth 1

Rosyth were the visitors to 
Glencruitten for this Scottish 
Amateur Cup 3rd round tie, 
which ended with three players 
being sent off as referee Derek 
Park from Motherwell bran-
dished red cards in what was 
never a dirty game.

Tackles were going in thick 
and fast, but you wouldn’t expect 
anything else in a hard fought 
Scottish Cup tie.

The home side took the lead in 
the 10th minute when a mistake 
in the Rosyth defence gave Allan 
MacKay a chance and the Saints 
marksmen made no mistake 
drilling the ball home past visit-
ing goalkeeper Bryan Kenny.

Saints were playing some good 
football, with Donnie Campbell, 
Myles McAuley and Paul Kerr 

-

However, with 10 minutes to go 
until half time Saints were dealt 
a blow when Mattie Rippon was 
shown the red card by the referee 
for foul and abusive language.

The game exploded into life 
just on the half time whistle 
when Rosyth equalised. 

An Alex Craik clearance 
was charged down and Stuart 
Ritchie’s net-bound shot was 
brilliantly saved by Daniel 
Cassells, but the big keeper 
was unlucky as the rebound fell 
kindly for James O’Donnell who 
knocked the ball home from six 

Six of the best 
as Saints sink 
Rosyth in 
Scottish Cup

yards, much to the delight of the 
Fife contingent.

However, the visitors were 
brought back down to earth with 
a bump 60 seconds later when 
Marc MacCallum took off from 
the half way line beat three or 
four Rosyth defenders before 
making his way into the box and 
was impeded just before he was 
about to pull the trigger - a stone 
wall penalty.

To make matters worse for the 
visitors defender Conor Drury 
was shown the red card for pre-
venting a goal scoring opportu-
nity. Allan MacKay stepped up 
and blasted the ball home from 
the spot to give Saints a 2-1 half 
time lead.

Hard graft
With both teams down to 10 

men it was going to be hard graft 
for the remaining players, but 

to show as the half wore on and 
it was no surprise when Craig 
MacEwan, who had a good 

his marker before hammering 
the ball high into the net past a 
helpless keeper.

The home side were on top 
now, with Rosyth restricted to 
sporadic forays up front which 
never really bothered the Saints 
back-line or goalkeeper too 
much.

The Oban team went further 
ahead in the 63rd minute when 
Craig MacEwan raced clear 
before cleverly dinking the ball 
over the keeper for a well taken 
goal.

With the game over as a contest 

Saints turned on the style with 
some good possession football 
with Donnie Campbell netting a 

past the despairing keeper.
Donnie was brought crashing 

to the ground minutes later in 
the box which looked like a 
stone-wall penalty but the referee 
waved away the claims, then  the 
whistler made the same decision 
a couple of minutes later when 
Lewis Cameron was upended in 
the box much to the disbelief of 
the home support.

Rosyth’s day, which had been 
bad enough, got even worse 
when defender Craig Fraser was 
shown his second yellow card of 
the match which left the visitors 

with nine men.
Saints’ put the icing on the 

cake of a good afternoon’s per-
formance when Dene Cassells 
squeezed the ball home from 

score 6-1.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

pleased with his team. He said: 
‘We played well, the passing and 
workrate was good and we were 
well worth our win.

‘It was unfortunate Mattie got 
sent off as he’s being playing re-
ally well, but I’m sure he’ll learn 
from his mistake and won’t do it 
again.

‘Another plus was that I man-
aged to get all the subs on for 
a good amount of game time 
which is important.’

West of Scotland League
Oban Athletic 6
Helensburgh 2

OBAN Athletic took to Moss-

they hosted Helensburgh in a 
West of Scotland premier league 
match, and ran out comfortable 
6-2 winners.

From the outset Athletic were 
in the ascendancy with the wind 
at their backs and opened the 
scoring after 15 minutes when 
some good wide play from Scott 
Maitland and Stephen Kelly 
worked an opening for Kris 
Gilles to curl home from 12 
yards.

Gillies had the ball in the net 
minutes later with an exquisite 

In the second half Gillies 
secured his hat-trick, volleying 
home from eight yards to ef-
fectively kill the game.

Credit to Helensburgh, they 
never gave up and scored two 
goals just after the hour from 
set pieces to cause a little bit of 
anxiety amongst the home side 
but as the wind died down so did 
Helensburgh’s hopes as a Dean 
Smith shot was parried by the 
’Burgh keeper into the path of 
Maitland who couldn’t miss.

Dean Smith rounded off an 
impressive performance by 
grabbing the sixth goal, twisting 
and turning to leave several 
players in his wake before slot-
ting home to end the match.

chip, only for referee Jimmy 
Litster, who had a good game, to 
rule the goal out for offside.

This did not deter the home 
side who continued to dominate 
and soon found the back of the 
net again with Gillies slotting 
home from 12 yards.

Hammering
The third quickly followed be-

fore half time with the in-form 
Paul Carmichael hammering 
home after the Helensburgh de-
fence struggled to clear a Sean 
Ford corner.

Athletic lost stand-in keeper 
Martin Rae at half time with 
a calf strain and had to call on 

in between the sticks.

Manager Calum Fox said: ‘We 
were delighted to be using Moss-

Oban High School school is far 
too expensive to use week in, 
week out.

‘The grass pitch was perfect for 
us and if it wasn’t for the windy 
conditions, I feel the win would 
have been more convincing. 

‘We were delighted to use all 
the subs and hopefully keep the 
squad happy and it’s food for 
thought for the next couple of 
games.’

Athletic have no game this 
weekend.

Impressive performance from Oban Athletic

FOOTBALL

Marc MacCallum is brought down in the box for a penalty kick. Insert: Allan MacKay makes not mistake from the spot.

As a reward for a successful season members of Oban Saints 2002s travelled to Hampden Park last 
Friday evening to watch the Scotland v USA friendly match. A group of players from Spartak also 

attended the match.

WEEK six of the Oban Pool 
League saw eight sides square 

Oban Filling Station Cup.
Four lucky teams received 

byes straight through to the 

Claredon, Markie Dans ‘B’ 
and last season’s cup holders 
Markie Dans ‘A’. 

This left four spots available 

The Cellar’s clash with The 
Outreach was brought forward 
to last Tuesday and as expected 
the Cellar ran out comfortable 
winners to book their place in 
the next round.

Last Thursday, the Lancaster 

passage through, easing to 
victory over new recruits the 
Creagan Inn. This was a tough 
draw for the league sponsors 
especially as an undefeated 
Lancaster ‘A’ were determined 
to put in a performance to 
make up for a sluggish start the 
previous week. 

Joining them in the draw is 
the current Shoot-Out Shield 
winners, Lochnell, who eventu-
ally saw off Foley’s Bar. 

This was a sore loss for 
Foley’s, who led proceedings 
going into the doubles for the 
second consecutive week but 
for the second consecutive 
week somehow managed to 
grab defeat from the jaws of 
victory. 

Cup specialists Lochnell will 
not fear anyone in the upcom-
ing draw and could pose a 
serious threat in the cup format. 

Completing the draw is 
the Lancaster ‘B’ who came 
through an epic battle against 
the Lochavullin. The marathon 
match continued into the early 
hours.

Week six results: Outreach 
0-6 Cellar; Lancaster A 6-1 
Creagan Inn; Lochavullin 4-6 
Lancaster B; Foleys Bar 4-6 
Lochnell.

-
ber 21: Gluepot v Markie Dans 
A; Lochnell v Creagan Inn; 
Lancaster A v Cellar; Markie 
Dans B v Kelvin; Outreach 
v Lochavullin; Claredon v 
Lancaster B.

Far left, Patrick Campbell-Preston, managing director, Inverawe 
Smokehouses who presented the prizes, with the winners: Sandy 
MacDonald, Kilmichael; Archie MacGilp Jnr, Ardrishaig; Roy Clark, 

Lochgilphead and Archie MacGilp Snr, Ardrishaig. 
Photo: Romano Capocci. 

THE INVERAWE Charity 
Shield and all the day’s honours 
went to Mid Argyll on Sunday.

-
petition was held at the popular 
venue at Inverawe Smokehouses 
and Country Park, near Taynuilt, 
with 20 anglers taking part.

Pegs were drawn at 9am for 

and sandwich lunch before 
the weigh-in and prizegiving 
ceremony at the Inverawe 
Smokehouse Tearoom, courtesy 

of the Campbell-Preston family.
Archie MacGilp junior, of 

Ardrishaig, won both shields for 
the heaviest catch and heaviest 

was joint third. 
The day’s entry fees, donations 

and a draw, which included 

by Gavin MacLean of Burnside, 
Clackmannanshire, raised £700 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.

FLY FISHING

heads to Mid Argyll

Ben Findlay of Oban Lorne makes a charge forward during 
the Dalriada rugby tournament at Glencruitten on Saturday. 

07_t46dalrugb1

OBAN Lorne hosted the third 
Mini Rugby Dalriada tourna-
ment of the season on Saturday 
morning at Glencruitten.

The Dalriada competition 
is held throughout the season 
with tournaments held at vari-
ous venues, with players from 
Oban, Etive Vikings, Mull, Mid 
Argyll, Lochaber and Kintyre 
all competing.

The aim of the festivals is to 
create competitive games for 
mini rugby players in the region 

while promoting fair play and 
fun.

Despite the wind and the rain, 
players from Mid Argyll, Etive 
Vikings and Lochaber travelled 
to Glencruitten for the festival. 
Etive were the winners at each 
age group with close competi-
tion from the rest of the teams.

The Dalriada programme now 
takes a break over winter and 
will return in March 2014.

YOUTH RUGBY

Rain fails to dampen the 
spirits of rugby youngsters

TWO-TIME national boys 
champion in 2013, Robert 
MacIntyre, has joined an elite 
group of Scottish amateurs on 
a training camp in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE).

The 17-year-old Oban golfer, 
who plays out of Glencruitten 
Golf Club, is among the 10-man 
group who departed for a warm 
weather training camp this 
week.

The intensive training trip 
– the majority of which is 
funded by long-standing 
Scottish Golf Union sponsor 
Aberdeen Asset Management, 
Johann Rupert’s Alfred 
Dunhill Links Foundation and 
sportscotland – involves more 
than three weeks of work on 
strength and conditioning, 
psychology and practice.

Building on three previous 
successful training trips to 
the UAE, the players departed 
on Monday and return on 
December 12.

Training will take place at 
The Els Club, Dubai and two 
venues in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain 
and Yas Links.

Scottish Golf Performance 
Manager Steve Paulding said: 
‘Our warm weather training 
programme continues to evolve 
and provides an opportunity for 

extended period.’

GOLF

Elite training camp 
for Oban golfer

THE ACHIEVEMENTS of 
squash and tennis players in the 
Oban area were recognised at a 
prizegiving dinner dance.

Held in the Oban Bay Hotel on 
Saturday night, the Oban Squash 
and Tennis Club event saw Peter 
Strange awarded the squash 
player of the year title.

Among the other trophies to be 
presented were the Gents Open 

Club serves up successful dinner dance
(squash) title to Neil Fraser and 
the Female Open winner to 
Nicola Morgan.

The Oban men’s team, spon-
sored by Simmers and Co. and 
Oban Filling Station,  had earlier 
in the day secured victory over 
Fort William in their inter-town 
league, and their rivals accepted 
an invitation from organisers 
Colin MacNiven and Jackie 

Kersley to attend the dinner 
dance.

Tennis awards were given out 
to gents and ladies singles win-
ners Gregor Brydon and Susie 
Hutcheson, as well as ladies 
doubles winners Melissa Oatts 
and Inez Cordeiro.

SQUASH AND TENNIS

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£600

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

A McGleish, Firth Court, Oban

M Fletcher, Creran Gardens, Oban



Sport

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 5ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 21, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.32   1.2 07.18 3.9 14.03       1.6        19.41     3.7
Fri  02.10 1.3 07.53 3.8 14.41       1.8        20.19     3.5     
Sat  02.51 1.5 08.31 3.6 15.24       1.9        20.58      3.3
Sun  03.34 1.7 09.13 3.5 16.14       2.1        21.44     3.1
Mon  04.22 1.8 10.02 3.3 17.16 2.2         22.46     3.0
Tues       05.17       1.9 11.17 3.2 18.26 2.2 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.37   3.0 06.17 1.9 12.45 3.2 19.36       2.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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5

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

7
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FOOTBALL

KARATE

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

One man’s plan 
for Oban to 
have Olympic 
champion 

LAST weekend’s results-  
Ardencaple 2, Under 14s 2. 
Scoring for Saints were Martin 
Rennie and Craig Easton; Under 
15s 8, Dumbarton Riverside 0. 
On target for Saits were Evan 
MacLellan (2), Ross MacMillan 
(2), Liam Higgins, Zander 
Kilmurray, Hector MacDonald 
and Fergus Lawson. Under 17s 
0 v Allender Colts 2. 

- Under 13s v Clydebank; Under 
14s v Drumchapel United; 
Under 15s v Goldenhill; Cowie 
United v Under 17s.

LAST Saturday’s results: Scot-
tish Amateur Cup 2nd round 
replay - Tarbert v Yoker post-
poned; 3rd round - Oban Saints 
6, Rosyth 1; West of Scotland 
Cup 3rd round - Lochgilphead 

AN OBAN karate instructor 
who has started competing again 
after a gap of 20 years says he 
wants to train a future Olympic 
champion.

Robert Neil, who turned 52 on 
Tuesday, was schooled in Oban’s 
successful Argyll Shukokai 
Karate Club of the 1980s under 
Nicky Connolly and competed 
in numerous Scottish champion-
ships.

By returning to combat compe-
tition he aims to learn what has 
changed since he last fought, in 
order to train the champions of 
the future at his own Shotokan-
style Oban Kar@e Club.

-
petitor, Robert now believes he 

his new-found understanding of 
the modern-day tournaments 
to coach the champions of the 
future.

‘I mainly came back to karate 
because I have two boys of my 

wanted them to learn,’ Robert 
said. ‘Oban always seems to 
produce good martial artists 

Karate instructor Robert Neil, who has made a prizewinning comeback to competition, with his 
students. 15_t47karate01

and I hope that one day a Scot-
tish, British, European, or even 
Olympic champion can come 
from here - I’ll train them for 
that; if they are willing to put in 
the work I can take them all the 
way.’

Robert returned to competi-

20 years last month, surprising 
everyone - apart from himself 
- by picking up a silver and two 
bronze medals at the Scottish 
Karate Alliance (SKA) Open 
Championship in Dundee.

where Robert won bronze in the 
veteran class and another bronze 
in the main team event.

At the SKA Open International 
event in Ayr he fought much 
younger men in the 18-plus age 

losing to world champion David 
Carter, Troon.

‘We competed a lot under 
Nicky Connolly in the 1980s and 
the organisers at the open cham-
pionship knew what I had done 
in the past, so they didn’t want to 

put me in the veteran category,’ 
said Robert, who reached the 

-
ning on the cycle path near his 
Benderloch home.

-
ing in the main competition and 
I caught out the younger guys 
with a few old skills that they 
wouldn’t have been used to.

‘I’ll only get away with that 
once and they’ll be gunning for 

United Karate-Do Federation 
(WUKF), which is currently 
striving for Olympic status in 
2020. By teaching this style of 
karate, Robert hopes to pave 
the way for Oban students to 
compete at Olympic standard.

Robert, who runs his own traf-

to compete at the Scottish Open 
in February.

His club, for all ages, trains 
every Tuesday from 7pm at 
Oban Scout Hall.

Oban instructor competes
again after 20 years

Red Star 5, Cambuslang United 
1.

Scottish Cup 2nd round replay 
- Tarbert v Yoker; Jimmy Mar-
shall Cup 1st round - Dunoon 

Athletic v Dunoon; Oban Saints 
v Shawlands; Inverclyde v 
Campbeltown Pupils.    

FOOTBALL

Home draw for 
Saints in Scottish 
Amateur Cup

OBAN Saints have been given 
a home draw in the 4th round 
of the Fosters Scottish Amateur 
Cup.
Ellon from Aberdeenshire 

will be the visitors to Oban on 
Saturday, December 7.
The Oban side have a good 

record in the national  competi-
tion, reaching the last eight 
twice in recent seasons.

RBS West Division 2
Loch Lomond 0
Oban Lorne 31

OBAN Lorne stayed in the hunt 
for a promotion place after a 
thumping 31-0 away win at Loch 
Lomond, the scene of Oban 

previous season.
Bonhill was where the Green 

Machine lifted the West Re-
gional Bowl on the route to glory 

In the league match last Satur-

Daniel Hoey and Fergus Moore 

appearance from the bench.
With the wind behind them 

played out a kick-and-chase 
game plan but the home side 
did not account for the power-
ful Oban back three of Struan 
Smith, Connor Ferris and Cal-
lum MacLachlan, who formed a 
solid defensive unit and counter-
attacked with purpose.

The trio helped Oban build a 
14-0 lead at halftime, with a try 
apiece from twins Cammy and 
Struan Smith. Stand-off Craig 
Wright converted both scores.

After the break Oban Lorne 

performance with two further 
tries from Connor Ferris and 
Craig Wright, plus a successful 
penalty kick from the latter.

Cammy Smith rounded off the 
scoring by touching down his 

Try scorer Cammy Smith breaks through the leaky Loch Lomond defence. Photo: Stephen Lawson. 

Green Machine turn on the power
try of the day.

Loch Lomond’s only scoring 
opportunity of the day came late 

-
gall was sin-binned but the hosts 
failed to make their numerical 
advantage count.

Substitutes Daniel Hoey and 

Fergus Moore came on for the 

MacQueen.
The win sees Oban rise to third 

place in the league. 

to fourth placed McLaren on 

Saturday, November 30 at 2pm.
 The club’s 2014 calendar 

is now on sale from the rugby 
clubhouse, Oban Sports Shop, 
Jackson Bros. Butchers and 
MacQueen Bros.

RUGBY

SHINTY

Shinty Heroes joins 
Celtic Connections

THE BLAS Festival’s ‘Shinty’s 
Heroes – Curaidhean na 
Camanachd’ has been added 
to the 2014 Celtic Connections 
programme and will take 
place at The Mitchell Library 
Theatre in Glasgow on Sunday, 
February 2, 2014.

The show, which was origi-
nally performed on the evening 
before this year’s Scottish 
Hydro Camanachd Cup Final, 
paid tribute, through music and 
pictures, to those shinty heroes 
who were involved in the Great 
War, many of whom paid the 

Artists involved included 
Gary Innes, Fergie MacDonald 
and Duncan Chisholm and the 
event was hosted by shinty 
historian and journalist Hugh 
Dan MacLennan.

For more information, visit 
www.celticconnections.com.

Sandy Keyes in action for North Argyll Schools Under-18s.  Photo: Kevin McGlynn 

Young rugby 
lads struggle 
in home 
matches

RUGBY
ARGYLL’S junior rugby teams 
have been in action during the 
past week but there was little to 
cheer from the two results.

On Sunday the Argyll Un-
der-15s went down 39 - 15 to 
Strathaven at Glencruitten in the 
Under-15 North Glasgow League 
Division Two.

Last Thursday, North Argyll 
Schools Under-18s fared little 
better, losing 24-12 to Boclair 
Academy in their group match 
in the Brewin Dolphin Scottish 
Schools Bowl.

They will be hoping for a bet-
ter performance when they take 

week. 



The following 
pages are  from 
the Fort William 

(Northern) Edition 
of The Oban Times.

The Oban Times prints two editions of the 
paper. There is the main edition as well as the 

Fort William (Northern) Edition.

Sometimes pages that appear in the 
Fort William edition do not appear in the

 main edition (and vice versa).

As an electronic subscriber you get the main 
edition plus the pages that appear in the 

Northern edition.
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

Carn Dearg House, 
North Road, Fort William PH33 6PP

Tel. 01397 706481

consultation is FREE so please 
contact us for an appointment

Also at
21 Argyll Square

Tel. 01631 567007
www.ainsleysmith.co.uk

Ainsley, Smith & Co.
Chartered Accountants

NOW OPEN

• Accountancy Services
• New Business 

  Advice and Support
• Taxation Services
• Payroll
• Book Keeping
• Charity Accounts 

    and Assistance

Don’t Forget!
Brown Bin

You can still 
make

use of Recycling Centres 
for garden waste. 

For further info contact :
01349 886603

recycle@highland.gov.uk
www.highland.gov.uk/recycle

Collections
STOP

Monday 3rd Mar 2014
BEGIN :
Friday 29th Nov 2013

Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR 01397 703877 (24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC • Service & Parts
• Service maintenance on all vehicles
• Vauxhall Warranty
• 24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here

LOCHABER Credit Union (LCU) is warning 
cash-strapped consumers against falling into the 
clutches of payday loan companies as the festive 
season approaches.

Borrowers, says the Fort William-based agency, 
should not to be tempted by the offer of ready 
money and run the risk of falling into crippling 
arrears. Instead, LCU says saving weekly or 
monthly, even a little, can earn people automatic 
credit union membership and affordable repay-
ment rates of under 27 per cent annually.

That compares with punitive interest charges 

if repayment deadlines are missed. First Minister 
Alex Salmond recently announced plans to pro-
tect consumers, pledging payday lenders would 
be subject to tougher regulation in an independ-
ent Scotland. And LCU’s call follows the launch 
this week of the Scottish Government ‘12 Days 
of Debtmas’ campaign aimed at vulnerable bor-
rowers.

Speaking this week to The Oban Times, LCU 
co-ordinator Cheryl MacFarlane highlighted the 

case of one individual looking for cash to settle 
an out-of-control payday loan.

She told The Oban Times: ‘The person thought 
they could just borrow the money from us straight 
away but I had to explain you have to be a member 
and saver with us for 10 weeks. That was no good 
to them because they could not afford to save and 
pay off the increasing interest at the same time. 
It’s sad, because the initial loan was only £300 
and if they had saved £10 with us for 10 weeks 
they could have borrowed that money.’ She 
added: ‘You do not have to be working to get a 
loan. Anyone saving £10 a week with us from 
January 1 could apply for a loan of £1,500 in time 
for Christmas. Even if we can’t do anything about 
this year, people can start 2014 with a New Year 
resolution to join their credit union.’

debt charity Step Change show that clients in the 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch constituency have 
the second-highest average payday loan debt in 
Scotland - £2,418 compared with £1,398 nation-
wide. Highlands and Islands MSP Rhoda Grant, 

who has launched her own ‘Debtbusters’ anti-

‘tragic news’. She said: ‘In some instances people 
are taking out payday loans in order to pay off the 
credit card that was used for the basics last month. 

families and individuals grows and this will push 
more people into debt. This is why it is crucial to 
make people aware of alternative lenders such as 
the Hi-Scot credit union who are able to provide 
loans at much lower interest rates than the legal 
loan sharks.’

And Citizens Advice Scotland are now helping 
100 people a week with payday loan problems 
- one third more than last year. Chief executive 
Margaret Lynch said: ‘To people who might be 
considering taking out a loan we say: Be very 
careful about what lender you use. Payday loans 
might seem convenient today, but they can lead 
you deep into debt.’

Lochaber Credit Union can phone 01397 700746 
or e-mail lochabercreditunion@btinternet.com.

Strontian Primary School 
children joined in the fun for 

Children in Need on Friday 
when they wore pyjamas and 
took their teddies to school to 
raise money for good causes.

See our West Highlands 
Children in Need round-up, 

page 8.

Upper Achintore Primary pupils were joined by children from Fort William Primary to enjoy a performance of the panto favourite 
‘Cinderella’ by the Ayr-based group M&M Theatrical Productions. Pictured are, from left, Charleigh Adams, Rico Stogowski and Liam 

Duncan meeting the stars of the show. 20_f47panto01

CHILDREN from Caol Primary 
School Room 13, the founding 
member of the Room 13 world-
wide art studio network, briefed 
business delegates on their work 
on the opening day of Lochaber 
Ideas Week on Monday.

P7 pupils Bethany Henderson, 
Emily Campbell and Ella Smith 
told how the studio had grown 
internationally since it was es-
tablished in Caol Primary back 
in 1994.

Group treasurer Ella told the 
meeting in the Moorings Hotel at 
Banavie: ‘Lots of visitors come 
to Room 13 in Caol from around 

A BALLACHULISH pensioner 
has been placed on the sex 
offenders’ register after a sheriff 
found him guilty of sexually 
touching a 10-year-old girl 
while she was just feet from her 
mother.

James Ridgeway denied 
sexually assaulting the girl at 
the village’s tourist information 
centre on the morning of August 
19.

But the youngster told Fort 
William Sheriff Court the grey-
haired 69 year-old had touched 
her bottom.

Giving evidence via video link 
for more than an hour, the girl 
said she had been talking on the 
phone outside the centre when 
Ridgeway walked past her.

She said: ‘I gave the phone to 
my mum then he walked back 
up. Mum screamed and clapped 
her hands, I turned and screamed 
and ran round the building.’ 

THE CHAIRMAN of the 
group behind the controversial 
Lochaber Business Improvement 
District proposal has said they 
have done all they can to inform 
local people about their plans.

Business owners across the area 
have complained about receiving 
little or no information about 

THREE new 22-metre high 
wind turbines will be erected 
in North Skye after Highland 
Council gave plans the 
go-ahead.

Scottish Water’s proposals 
for the 5kW turbines next to 
the Lusta Burn near Lochbay, 
Waternish did not draw much 
favour with locals, how-
ever, with the local community 
council and the Visit Waternish 
tourism group among the four 
objectors.

They claimed the turbines 
would have a negative visual 
impact on the area, affecting 
tourism and could harm local 
wildlife such as hen harriers 
and eagles.

But during a short debate, 
Skye councillor Ian Renwick 
said he had no issue with the 
plans and Councillor Angela 
MacLean said: ‘It’s within our 
policy and I’m quite happy to 
agree to grant.’

Two similar Scottish 
Water schemes at Portree and 
Broadford have already been 
given permission, with the latter 
already operational.

A PROMINENT Lochaber Gael 
has expressed sadness at the 
ongoing decline of Gaelic in its 
traditional heartlands.

And Charlie MacColl, the 
former chairman of Meur 
Lochabair - the local branch of 
An Comunn Gàidhealach - reck-
ons little can be done to halt the 
depressing trend.

Mr MacColl spoke out after 

Census showed Skye had just 
one parish left, centred on 
Flodigarry in Trotternish, with a 
majority of Gaelic speakers.

The fall matched that of the 
whole island, where those able 
to speak the language fell from 
74 per cent 1991 to just 46 per 

cent 20 years later.
Mr MacColl told The Oban 

Times: ‘The government has 
been thumping and thumping at 
Gaelic but nothing is happening.

‘More young people seem to be 
speaking it in the cities, but it is 
just pidgin Gaelic and that’s all 
it’s going to be. 

‘Even years ago in Kilchoan 
you would speak to somebody 
in Gaelic and they would answer 
back in English. 

‘I am of the last generation 
with good Gaelic handed down 
through the old ways.’

Barvas on Lewis has propor-
tionately Scotland’s strongest 
Gaelic identity, with 64 per cent 
able to speak the language.

asked: ‘Had something happened 
that made your mum scream?’

The girl said: ‘He grabbed me 
below the trouser line.’

Mr Maciver said: ‘This might 
be embarrassing, but can you 
tell me where it was on you he 
grabbed you?’

She replied: ‘On my bum. It 
was like a pinch.’

The girl’s mother, who was 
inside the centre behind a 
window, said Ridgeway had 
looked the girl up and down 
before making a lunge towards 
her.

‘My reaction was to scream and 
bang my hands off the window 
so he wouldn’t touch her. I knew 
he was going to grab her.’

She admitted she did not 
actually see if Ridgeway touched 

the BID process. But at a Fort 
William Chamber of Commerce 
event in the Moorings Hotel, 
Banavie on Tuesday lunchtime, 
Living Lochaber chairman 
Frazer Coupland said every 
effort had been made to inform 
people about the BID.

He said: ‘Consultations, public 

information, we’ve done that. 
At each stage we’ve posted 
information out, we’ve been out, 
we’ve done public meetings, 
we’ve spoken one-to-one with 
businesses. 

‘We think the information is 
out there. 

‘Communication is a two-way 

thing, and I think there has been 
a failure on some businesses’ 
behalf to engage.’

Ballot papers have been posted 
out to all businesses in Lochaber 
with a rateable value of more 
than £2,000, who have until 
December 12 to register their 
vote.

her daughter as she could only 
see the girl from the waist up.

Ridgeway, described in court 
as a paranoid schizophrenic, 
said he had considered poking 

but changed his mind.
He said: ‘I saw she had a bare 

midriff and I thought I’d touch 
her on the back and say ‘two 
choc ices please’ because she 
was standing at a window.

‘Her mum shouted ‘don’t you 
dare touch her’ so I didn’t touch 
her at all.’

Asked by defence solicitor 
Graham Robertson why the girl 
would lie about what happened, 
Ridgeway replied: ‘Perhaps she 
likes fairy tales.’

Ridgeway, originally from 
London, admitted to police later 
that day that he had touched the 

claimed he had been appeasing 

convinced of his guilt.
However, Sheriff Noel 

McPartlin believed the girl’s 
version of events and found 
Ridgeway of Lochan Dubh, West 
Laroch, guilty of intentionally 
or recklessly touching the girl 
sexually.

Sheriff McPartlin said: ‘It 
seemed when she gave her 
evidence it was in a clear and 
straightforward manner. I have 
no reason to doubt her evidence.

‘In my view the evidence of the 
girl is backed up by the mother, 

Sentencing was deferred until 
December 18 for reports.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner 
placed on sex 
offenders’ 
register

Primary school pupils meet panto stars

Green light 
for new 
Skye wind 
turbines

Fun and games 
for Pudsey

From left, Caol Room 13 representatives Ella Smith, Bethany 
Henderson and Emily Campbell delivered an impressive pres-
entation for Lochaber Ideas Week. Artist-in-residence at Caol, 

Richard Bracken, helped the girls prepare. 20_f47ideas01 

Businesses told BID information ‘is out there’

Credit union warning over payday loan companies

the world. We have also had 
numerous visits from MSPs.’

Photographer Bethany said: 
‘You can create anything you 
like and not get told it’s wrong.’ 

Secretary Emily added: ‘We 
have a project manager, three 
studio monitors, two newsletter 
editors, a managing director, 
a librarian and an events man-
ager.’

Next Lochaber Ideas Week 
networking events include 
‘Around Lochaber in 80 Tables’ 
tomorrow and a concluding 
‘dinner and rewards ceremony’ 
on Saturday at the same venue. 

Caol’s creative children
Gaelic decline in traditional heartlands
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Fun
Day

Winter

Wond
erland

The Scottish SEA LIFE Sanctuary
in conjunction with

‘Oban’s Winter Festival’
proudly presents

Wond
erlandWinter

Fun
Day

Winter

Wond
erland

Fun
Day

The Scottish SEA LIFE Sanctuary, Barcaldine PA37 1SE
Sunday November 24th 2013 10am - 4pm

Magician
Come and Meet Santa and Mrs Claus in their Woodland Grotto

Magician’s Magical Workshops     
Chainsaw Carving Demonstrations and Sale

Christmas Craft Market     
Face Painting

Badge Making and Clay Model Making
and much, much more . . .

only
£5entry

including a
mince pie

In aid of 
Merlin’s Magic 

Wand

AN ARISAIG man is renewing 
his campaign against Scottish 
Water over a claim he is being 
charged for a service he already 
provides.

Ranald Coyne built a house 
in the village in 1997 and as 
a condition of planning put in 
pipes to take away rainwater 
from his roof, garage and drive 
via a holding tank to the sea.

But despite having his installed 
his own system, for 16 years 
Mr Coyne’s water rates for the 
seafront property have included 
a fee for removing surface 
water.

The amateur meteorologist 
claims he has unfairly shelled 
out around £800 in that time - an 
average of £50 annually.

Mr Coyne’s battle with the 
utility began in earnest when he 

showing the property drainage 
charge for band F was £54.34. 
Previously he had been unable 

He and wife Su were told if 
they had a water meter they 
would get an itemised bill.

The retired couple inquired 
about having one installed 
but claim they were ‘bluntly’ 
advised against the idea. On 
further investigation, they found 
installing and renting a meter 
was too expensive and agreed 
not to go ahead.

After further wrangling with 
Scottish Water, a frustrated Mr 
Coyne took legal action and 
lodged a summons against the 
utility at the small claims court 
at Fort William.

According to Mr Coyne, 
although the sheriff dismissed 
the action he made it clear the 
issue needed to be looked into 
and instructed Scottish Water’s 
lawyer to follow up the matter 
- but nothing happened.

Mr Coyne told The Oban 
Times: ‘ I have given them a few 
years but I have heard nothing 
at all.

‘The sheriff did say to the 
water board’s lawyer that it 
was wrong, but his job was to 
interpret the law as it stands. He 
said it was wrong I had to put in 
my own system and then pay for 
the service.

‘It is completely unjust that they 
are charging me for something 
which by law the planning 
authority required me to provide 
before I even started.’

He added: ‘I would like 

MORE than 200 Lochaber school pupils 
performed some spectacular routines at 
the annual Lochaber Dance Platform 
last week.

Two shows in the Nevis Centre on 
Thursday and Friday saw the children 
showcase a huge variety of styles of 
dance and costume.

Ahead of the event, 14 dancers from 

Lochaber High School choreographed 
a dance and taught it to children at 
classes in seven different primary 
schools - Banavie, Caol, Fort William 
RC, Lochyside, Inverlochy, Spean and 
Upper Achintore.   High school pupils 
put together their own routines, with 
more experienced high school pupils 
running lunchtime dance classes for 

was taught by a visiting teacher from 
Y-Dance in Glasgow, with rehearsals 
starting the Saturday before the event.  

Event organiser, High Life Highland’s 
Active Schools co-ordinator Bridget 
Thomas, said: ‘The Dance Platform 
provides a great opportunity for our 
talented high school pupils to pass on 

their dance skills whilst developing 
leadership skills. The standard this 
year was superb, with some really 
impressive routines. Huge thanks are 
due to all those involved, dancers, 
choreographers, teachers and all those 
behind the scenes without whom this 
event could not take place.’

Dance Platform guest performers 

included Ballet West, Nevis School 
of Highland Dancing, Kinlochleven 
High School, ConnXion Dance School, 
Bunsgoil Keltica Dannsa and Ben Nevis 
All-Stars. Anyone interested in taking 
part in next year’s Dance Platform can 
contact Bridget on bridget.thomas@
highlifehighland.com or 07747 762 
497.

A FORT William designer has 
been crowned Womenswear 
Designer of The Year at the 
prestigious Scottish Style 
Awards.

Judy Clark’s pieces took to the 
catwalk amid the grandeur of 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
with lace dresses and steam 
punk frock coats featuring 
pheasant feather bustles which 
wowed the crowd.

The talented 29 year-old will 
launch her commercial range in 
Milan next year having already 
had the likes of Italian Vogue 
visit her studio, making the 
designer one to watch!

Judy has been creating one 
off pieces from Scottish textiles 
such as Harris Tweed, Calzeat 
Textiles, MYB Lace and recently 
worked with Timorous Beasties’ 

COMMUNITY Energy Scotland (CES) 
has pledged to help the Scottish Islands 
Federation deliver sustainable energy 
action plans for island communities.

The move follows CES’s successful 
conference in Glasgow earlier this 
month which was attended by many 
island delegates, including Eigg 
representative Camille Dressler.

The federation is one of 13 partners in 
Project SMILEGOV, a trans-national 

European project aiming to help the 
islands of Europe become leaders 
in carbon reduction through energy 

Ms Dressler said: ‘One of the issues 
that the Scottish Islands Federation is 
keen to help with is that of hard to treat 
houses, a problem which a number 
of islands in the Orkneys have been 
successful in dealing with.’ 

or to get involved can contact the 

based Terry Hegarty at terry@scottish-
islands-federation.co.uk.’

Felix Whight, CES policy and 
innovation manager, said: ‘We believe 

overarching goals as a charity and 
membership organisation, as well as 
a number of our current priorities and 
programmes.’ 

Clachaig Inn wins 
major UK award
STAFF AND customers at 
the Clachaig Inn are raising a 
glass after the popular Glencoe 
establishment scooped a major 
UK award.

The remote outlet, a 
traditional haunt for walkers, 
climbers and bikers, was named 
best pub, cafe or restaurant of 
the year following a public poll 
for the Great Outdoors Awards 
2013. Praising the efforts of 
staff, ‘over the moon’ Clachaig 
owner Ed Daynes said: ‘Next 
spring will mark 30 years since 
the Daynes family took over at 
Clachaig. To be able to achieve 
this success after all that time 
is fantastic. We’d like to thank 
all our customers for their 
continued support.’

Leading author 
holds writing 
workshop 
ONE OF Scotland’s leading 
novelists and authors is to hold a 

Studios in Kinlochleven next 
Wednesday.

Sophie Cooke’s session with 
aspiring writers is being staged 
as part of Book Week Scotland 
2013 celebrations. Among many 
accolades, London-born Ms 
Cooke was shortlisted for the 
Saltire First Book Of The Year 
Award for her novel The Glass 
House, which was set in the 
Highlands. The workshop starts 
at 7.30pm. Everyone welcome.

AN ACTION plan to revive the fortunes of 
a remote Lochaber community is under-
way following a public consultation event 
on Saturday.

Sunart, with the village of Strontian at its 
heart, has seen its young people drift away 
and its economy decline for decades.

But now Sunart Community Company 
(SCC) is determined to reverse that trend 
and plot a new path towards a better 
future.

And that process got off to a sound start 
after 70 people of all ages gathered in the 
Strontian Village Hall to contribute their 
ideas on reviving Sunart’s fortunes. 

Geoff Fagan of CADISPA (Conservation 
and Development in Sparsely Populated 

producing an action plan forged in part by 
local people.  

SCC director David Barker told the 

Oban Times: ‘He said their job was not 
to tell us how to develop, but to guide us 
in discovering what we really need to do 
to improve our community. Participants 
were asked to brainstorm all the problems 
and shortcomings of the area, which were 
then grouped under categories such as 
transport, education, employment and 
housing. The objective was to name every 
problem, however major or minor, because 

He added: ‘One thing that became clear 
during the meeting was that this is a 

Sunart’s future. 
‘With CADISPA’s experience and the 

community’s views, the result should be 
a blueprint that everyone can get behind 
with enthusiasm - because it is their plan.’

CADISPA is Lottery funded.

archery club hit the bullseye in Fort William on 
Saturday.

Ten volunteers from Kinlochleven-based South 
Lochaber Bowmen, including three junior mem-
bers, packed bags at Morrisons store and collected 
an amazing £656.68 from grateful shoppers.

Club secretary Janice Gosden said the cash would 
go to the junior club to help replace and renew 
equipment and personal protection gear used at 
club nights and in competition.

Janice said: ‘I would like to thank everyone for 
their wonderful generosity.’

A CHALLENGING project to 
make safe a Lochaber bridge 

skirmish of the 1745 Jacobite 
rising has been successfully 
completed.

Ballachulish experts Geo-
Ropes attached themselves 
to safety wires so they could 
dismantle dangerous iron work 
from the crumbling areas of 
stonework on High Bridge 
across the River Spean.  

The team, who spent sev-
eral days at the site to tackle the 
work, had to cut up the old metal 
railings and carefully lower 
them to the ground. The ancient 
stone bridge is being preserved 
thanks to a grant of around 
£200,000 from the late Dr Alan 
Reece, recently named as the 
third biggest philanthropist in 
the UK.  He had walked the area 
and said it was one of the most 
wonderful places he had visited.

The money allowed a local 
footpath group to build a new 
kilometre-long path down to 

Hands up for dance! Lochaber Dance Platform at the Nevis Centre on Saturday. 

Scottish Water to stop charging 
me for this. I just want my rates 
deducted by the required amount 
and a refund for the past 16 
years. I am unhappy at paying 
for something I have already 
paid for.’

A Scottish Water spokesperson 
said the utility’s position on the 
matter had not changed since 
2008 and that Mr Coyne was 

to possibly reduce his bill.
He said: ‘’Unmeasured 

household water and waste 
water service charges have been 
based on the council tax banding 
of a property since council tax 
was introduced via the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, 
on the basis of whether or not 
a property is connected to the 
public sewer network for all or 
part of drainage requirements.

‘There is no provision or 
mechanism within our current 
scheme of charges, approved 
by our economic regulator, the 
Water Industry Commission 
for Scotland, for applying 
a reduction on unmeasured 
service charges to take account 
of the particular drainage 
arrangements he describes.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Water wars: Ranald Coyne is 
furious at paying for a service 

he already provides at his 
Arisaig home. 

Audience dazzled as curtain rises on Dance Platform

Arisaig 
man’s 
water war 
rages on

Judy Clark: Womenswear Designer of The Year. 

newest textile range. And Judy, 
the only designer still living in 
Scotland, was delighted to pick 
up the accolade.

She said: ‘I was absolutely 
thrilled to win the award. It’s a 
very prestigious title so I hope 
it will help move my business in 
the right direction. 

‘Things are going really 
well for Scottish fashion at the 
moment. 

‘Harris Tweed is hugely 
popular just now and I’m very 
proud to use so much of it in my 
work, given the unique heritage 
it has.’

Judy, who studied at Heriot 
Watt University in Galashiels 
and completed an intern-
ship under Alexander McQueen, 
works from Beaverhall Studios 
in Edinburgh.

Islands sustainable energy action pledge

High Bridge from the Spean 
Bridge Commando Memorial so 
people could have easier access 
to the area. On August 16 1745, 
11 men and a piper fooled a large 
force of government troops into 

tricking them into believing they 
were surrounded. 

Each year Jacobite group 
Na Fir Dileas, the Loyal Men,
marches to the bridge to com-
memorate the event.

From left, John Tyldsley, Sunart Community Company (SCC); Rachel Kerr, CADISPA; 
Jamie MacIntyre, SCC; Robert Dunn, SCC; Geoff Fagan, CEO CADISPA; Kylie Fagan, 
CADISPA; and Hazel Dallinger-Mills, local community consultation co-ordinator at 

Saturday’s public consultation.

Sunart revival plan underway

Club hits the bullseye 
with fundraiser

Fort designer 
wins prestigious 
Scottish crown

Work to clear High Bridge of 
dangerous iron work took 

several days. 

Dangerous iron work 
successfully dismantled
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THE DISTRAUGHT family of 
an Argyll seaman detained in an 
Indian prison for the past month 
have taken hope from a huge 
response to a petition calling for 
him to be freed.

Billy Irving, aged 33, who grew 
up in Appin and Campbeltown 
and now lives in Connel, is 
one of six British ex-soldiers 
among the 35 crewmen jailed 
after Indian authorities claimed 
their boat was carrying weapons 
illegally.

Their boat, the US-owned 
MV Seaman Guard Ohio, was 
detained at Tuticorin Port in 
southern Tamil Nadu state on 
October 18.

Billy’s girlfriend of four years, 
Yvonne MacHugh, who writes to 
him every day not knowing if he 
receives her letters, has launched 
a petition on change.org calling 
on the UK Government’s foreign 
secretary William Hague to help 
free the men.

As The Oban Times went to 

THIRD sector bodies in 
Argyll say they’re becoming 
increasingly concerned by 
a lack of clarity over claims 
independence could leave 
charities facing a £1.5billion 
funding shortfall.

Figures compiled by the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (SCVO) show 
that, between 2009-12, the 
sector’s income was around 
£4.4billion.

But unanswered questions over 
what would happen to funding 
that comes from organisations 
based in England are leaving 
charities fearing up to one third 
of potential funding streams 
could be cut off.

Among the biggest concerns is 
the future of Big Lottery, one of 
the largest funders of charitable 
and voluntary bodies across 
Scotland. Now Argyll charitable 
organisations have pleaded for 

Connel’s most enterprising youngster, Emma Hill, above, raised £723.41 for Children in Need on 
Saturday, by hosting a Pudsey-themed soup lunch.As well as organising food for villagers, the 

11-year-old Park Primary School pupil arranged a stall selling various goods to raise money for the 
charity, as well as a host of competitions - including guess the weight of the Pudsey cake. For a full 

round-up of this year’s Children in Need fundraisers, see page eight. 05_t47cinsale2

New tower lights 
go on show
NEW LIGHTING around 
McCaig’s Tower will be 

tomorrow (Friday) during the 
launch of the Oban Winter 
Festival. 

People will be able to see 
the dramatic effects for the 

lights will go out overnight, 
before a second switch-on takes 
place this Saturday when the 
town’s traditional Christmas 

up. The new McCaig’s Tower 
scheme has been delivered 
and funded through Argyll 
and Bute Council’s CHORD 
programme. It sees the existing 
lighting at the tower enhanced, 
with its façade changing 
colour every hour and a colour 
wash illuminating its top level 
windows. The new lighting 
scheme can change its colours 
for different events.

Bid to find new 
shop tenant
AN APPLICATION to turn two 
vacant retail premises in Oban 
into a food and drink unit has 
been lodged with Argyll and 

new tenant.
Blockbuster Video has been 

empty since the spring while 
Winehouse closed its doors last 
year, leaving a void at the top 
end of George Street. 

The owner of the shops, 

believes getting permission 
to use the premises jointly 
as a restaurant or café could 
stimulate new interest, with 
there being no demand for 
retail.

THERE are no plans to close 
any rural schools in Argyll and 
Bute, according to councillor 
Aileen Morton, the authority’s 
education spokeswoman.

a Scottish Government consul-
tation on rural education were 
published, councillor Morton 
said closures ‘were genuinely 

Redundancies 
sought at quarry
OPERATOR of Glensanda 
Quarry, Aggregate Industries 
UK, has asked for nine 
voluntary redundancies as it 
looks to make staff cuts.

The job cuts would include at 
least one post from lab techni-
cians, transport workshop, plant 

operators. Aggregate Industries 
agreed the site restructuring 
with the GMB Union and insists 
that no further redundancies 
would be made, if the quota 
was met. The company, which 
directly employs 128 staff at 
the Morvern site, denied in late 
2012 that redundancies were be-
ing considered when production 
ceased for four weeks.

Billy Irving, who could remain 
in an Indian prison for up to a 
year without charge or trial. 

Fears for Argyll 
man held in India

press, the petition had gained 
more than 5,000 signatures.

Billy, the son of former Appin 

Taynuilt Shinty Club and his 

teammates have joined friends 
in helping to spread word of the 
petition.

Yvonne admitted the support 
from friends and family had 
helped greatly but described the 
situation as a ‘nightmare’.

She said: ‘It’s so stressful 
not knowing if he’s okay. It’s 
constant. I think about him all 
the time.

‘I can’t sleep and I had Billy’s 
dad on the phone at 4am earlier 
this week; I was in tears and he 
was distraught as well.’

Trial
There have been three 

unsuccessful bail hearings and, 
under Indian law, the crewmen 
can be held without charge and 
without going to trial for a year. 

After a period of silence, 
Billy’s family has decided to 
speak out as they feel the British 
Government is not doing enough 

imprisoned. 
The ship, owned by security 

out anti-piracy operations in the 
Indian Ocean on the main trading 
route between Europe and Asia.
The company has denied 
allegations by the Indian 
Government that the ship had 
illegally procured diesel and 
was in possession of arms and 
ammunition without required 
documentation. 

Yvonne, who had expected 
to have Billy home for her 
birthday last week, said: ‘We are 

getting no information on what’s 
happening. 

‘These guys have been wrongly 
imprisoned and our government 
needs to do something to get 
them home.’

A spokesperson from the 

said it could not comment on 
ongoing investigations but 
added it was providing consular 
and was in touch with the local 
authorities.

Emma serves up £723 for Pudsey

both sides of the independence 
debate to detail their plans.  
Argyll Voluntary Action (AVA) 
chief executive Glenn Heritage 
said: ‘A lot of trusts are England-
based and have a UK-wide 
remit. Would that include an 
independent Scotland?

‘People are still having to 
surmise quite a lot - there’s too 
many unknowns.’

Philip White, a director of the 
North Argyll Carers’ Centre, is 
similarly concerned.

‘Like most charitable 

the seat of your pants most of the 
time, so things like this are a real 

do when they’re uncertain is 
tighten the purse strings,’ he 
said.

‘We need detail and there 
has been none. All we seem to 
be getting is soundbites from 
politicians and no detail.’ The 

concerns come after a recent 
SCVO survey revealed nearly 
40 per cent of third sector 
organisations are disengaged 
with the independence debate, 

alienating. 
SCVO’s director of public 

‘Instead of more rhetoric about 
how things will be better, we 
need hard facts from Better 
Together and Yes Scotland.’

Speaking after a meeting 
with charities in Oban last 
week, David Mundell MP, the 
Conservative undersecretary 
for state, said: ‘There are a lot 
of issues about the independence 
debate the charities feel haven’t 
been satisfactorily answered. It 
is for those who are proposing 
change to set out how that will 
work.’

The SNP’s cabinet secretary 

the voluntary sector would have 
a ‘thriving’ future in Scotland, 
with a further £49million 
invested through 2013/14 and 
2014/15. 

He added: ‘We are not 
proposing any changes to the 
National Lottery, where the 
current franchise runs for a 
number of years and will not 
change. Scotland will continue 
to receive its fair share.’

Charities and volunteers left in 
limbo over referendum question

not on the agenda at all’. The 
Helensburgh-based councillor 

Council has no plans for any 
more cost cutting in the educa-
tion department, beyond that 
already agreed. She said: ‘This 
administration has no plans to 
close schools. We need to get 
an education management team 

structure in place that works but 
we have nothing else planned.’

Changes to Scottish law as a 
result of the government con-
sultation will include clarifying 
the presumption against closure 
of rural schools and imposing a 

down a school that has already 
survived a closure process.

No plans to close any Argyll rural schools NEWSDESKS
FORT WILLIAM
01397 703003

OBAN
01631 568000
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www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£5 OFF
when you spend £30 or
more on Christmas gifts*

*Applies to Christmas gifts, premium cosmetics, 
fragrance & electrical only. Offer available 
2nd-8th Dec 2013. One voucher per transaction.

£6.99*
YOU SAVE £13.00
DVB HOMME EDT 30ML
RRP £19.99 
DVB HOMME EDT 30ML

RRP £19.99

£3.49
YOU SAVE 
£2.01
GILLETTE 2 PCE 
SETS
RRP £5.50 

ONLY 

£9.99
!D SINGING 
TOOTHBRUSH

£9.99
YOU SAVE 
£2.01
DOVE BE YOU SET
RRP £12.00

£15.99*
YOU SAVE £22.01
DKNY WOMEN EDT 50ML
RRP £38.00

£6.69
YOU SAVE 
£4.30
L’OREAL MEN 
EXPERT 
SPORT SET
RRP £10.99

*Available 18th-24th Nov
While Stocks Last

THE DAUGHTER of an Oban 
woman caught in the eye of the 
storm in the Philippines has 
described how she was ‘numb 
for days’ before hearing her 
mum had survived.

to Lawaan, in Eastern Samar, 
in September planning to stay 
for a year but she had only been 
there a matter of weeks before 
Typhoon Haiyan, known in the 
Philippines as Typhoon Yolanda, 
hit.

Her daughter Margaret 
Campbell-Black was in Oban 
when she saw the storm 
approaching Lawaan on the 
news. Concerned, she phoned 
her mum but Tess told her 
everything was calm, in fact 
they had just been at the beach.

Three hours later Yolanda 
struck. 

The storm killed thousands 
of people and left millions 
more without food, water or 
electricity.

Margaret said: ‘Once I heard 
it had hit I couldn’t get in touch 
with her. 

days. I didn’t know if she was 
dead or alive.’

Tess, aged 45, survived the 
typhoon with only her home 
damaged, it needs a new roof. 
Around 95 per cent of homes 
in the region are completely 
destroyed.

Margaret added: ‘Once it 

SPORTS teams in Oban could be faced 
with two years without access to all-
weather pitches due to the construction 
of the new Oban High School.

The preferred site for the new school 
is an area of the current site along with 
land behind the Tweed Mill, Dalintart 
and Glencruitten.

As part of the plans two new all-
weather pitches would be constructed 
but the current one would be removed.

of the public consultation in Oban 
High School last Tuesday refused to 
guarantee any of the new pitches would 
be available before access to the current 
one is restricted.

Oban Saints FC secretary David 
Buchanan asked whether it would be 
possible to have the new pitches ready 

the blaize. He added: ‘Otherwise that is 
sport out of the question for 18 months 
to two years.’

Peter Bain, head teacher, Clelland 
Sneddon, Argyll and Bute Council’s 
executive director of community 
services, and Malcolm MacFadyen, 
head of facility services, agreed to put 
the proposals to the design team but 
said it would be a ‘challenge’.

Councillor Aileen Morton, education 
spokeswoman, refused to comment on 
the impact of the school and community 
having no access to an all-weather pitch 
and said it was a matter for the design 
team.

But she added: ‘A new school is really 
important for Oban and important for 
the council as well. There is a lot of 

exciting times ahead for Oban High 
School.

‘This school is lovely, it works well 
in lots of ways but has short comings 
as well. The new one will be a school 
for the future.’

Four other options for the new school, 
which are not deemed as suitable, are 
land at Glen Shellach near Argyll 
College, the existing school and land 
behind the Tweed Mill, Dalintart 
and Glencruitten and land near 
Park Primary School and Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.

There will be open events in the 
Corran Halls on November 21, 22 and 

December 8 with the results reported 
to the council as soon as possible for a 
decision to be made. 

A NEW voucher scheme from 
BID4Oban could be set to 
deliver a boost to the town centre 
- as well as making an ideal 
Christmas present for festive 
shoppers. 

The Love Oban scheme has 
been described as a win-win 
scheme for businesses, who 
can redeem vouchers at no cost 
to themselves as BID4Oban is 
absorbing the administration 
and printing fees. With 
denominations of £5, £10 and £20 
available, the vouchers are sold 
and accepted by 54 traders in the 
town currently, from pubs and 

A MAN has admitted brandishing a 
knife and threatening to stab a teenager 
after he refused to hand over his bike.

Donald Morrison, aged 21, of 1F 
Colonsay Terrace, Oban, pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court on Monday 
to robbing the 15-year-old boy on 
November 9 at Aldi car park in Oban.

Morrison had approached the victim 
and a friend and after initially being 
refused the bike, brought out a seven-
inch, red-handled kitchen knife from 
his trouser waistband, telling the 

victim: ‘I don’t want to have to stab 
you. Give me the bike.’

at this and the complainer surrendered 
the bike. 

Bike
‘The accused said his name was 

Donald, stated he was going to commit 
suicide that night and that he would 
leave the bike outside Tesco.’

Aware Morrison had left the house 
and had taken the knife, his parents 

contacted friends and the police as 

hour after the robbery police traced 
Morrison to Tesco and searched him 
but no weapon was found.

Defence solicitor Edward Thornton 
told the court his client’s mental health 
had been assessed and that he was no 
longer a threat to himself, or others.

His motion for bail, with a special 
condition of a curfew, was unopposed. 

Sentence was deferred until December 
10 for background reports.

A YOUNG father has been 
sentenced to two years in prison 
after pleading guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court to two charges 
relating to class A drugs.

is serving time in Greenock 
prison, admitted last Tuesday to 
possessing ecstasy with intent to 
supply and to being concerned 
in the supply of diamorphine 
(heroin) on September 15 this 
year.

In the early hours of that 
morning police saw MacLellan 

Ingram has been placed on a community 
payback order after embezzling £6,000 
from the company.

Oban, previously admitted the offence, 
which took place between January 1, 2012 

Sheriff Court last week for sentencing.

court the fraud happened after Hornby had 
taken over the management of one of the 

of land and estate agents.
He said: ‘It was noticed money had gone 

missing and the accused left a voicemail 
with one of his colleagues stating he could 
explain some of the discrepancy. 

‘He was invited to a disciplinary meeting 
and made admissions to taking some of 
the money.’

Defence agent Danielle Varela said 
Hornby had been unable to repay the cash 
as he had separated from his wife and was 
paying to upkeep the marital home as well 

as renting a property for himself. He is 
currently unemployed.

She added: ‘He deeply regrets his actions, 
he knows he impacted on other people and 
he is very sorry about that.’

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered Hornby 
to carry out 240 hours of unpaid work over 
the next year. 

He said: ‘This is a serious offence. 
You were in a position of trust when you 
embezzled this money.’

Bell Ingram dismissed Hornby as soon as 

in June, during a routine audit. 

of the actions and activities of a lone 
individual. 

‘No system is foolproof when a 
determined individual sets out to cause 
harm. 

‘Thankfully our rigorous internal 
procedures meant we uncovered the 
problem quickly and were able to deal 

Concern voiced 
over road closures
THE MAIN arterial routes into 
Argyll close, on average, once 
every six days, the minister 
for transport Keith Brown has 
revealed.

Answering a parliamentary 
question from Highlands and 
Islands MSP Jamie McGrigor, 
Mr Brown said that the three 
main trunk roads serving 
Argyll and Bute have been 
closed a combined 186 times in 
the previous three years. 

times between 2010 and 2012 
- meaning the road was closed 
on average once every three 
weeks.

The A82, which runs from 
Glasgow to Fort William, was 
closed 97 times for the same 
period - an average road closure 
every 11 days, while the A85, 
which runs between Perth, 
Crianlarich and Oban, closed 
46 times.

Mr McGrigor, who raised 
the parliamentary question, 
said: ‘Many constituents have 
expressed concern to me that 
the occurrence and duration of 
these closures, especially on the 

in recent years and they are 
questioning why the roads 
cannot be reopened more 
quickly as they appear to have 
been in the past.’

Fish farm 
recommended for 
approval
A PROPOSAL to build a 

has been recommended for 
approval by planners - subject 
to a local hearing.

Councillors are this week 
expected to agree to hold a 
discretionary meeting of the 
planning committee in the Lorn 
area to decide on the fate of 
Dawnfresh’s application, which 
has split the communities either 
side of the loch.

While Ardchattan Community 
Council unanimously voted 
to oppose the development 
during a well-attended public 
meeting, its Taynuilt equivalent 
decided to back the farm - but 
behind closed doors after a 
public meeting revealed mixed 
opinions.

farm is necessary to preserve 

the loch and will secure local 
jobs, opponents say it will cause 

the area’s visual amenity and 
could endanger local species 

lice and harm indigenous 
crustaceans through the use of 
chemical lice treatments.

Crash driver’s fuel 
spill claim
A DRIVER crashed through 
the island bollard on Soroba 
Road outside Oban Co-op after 
claiming to have skidded on oil 
or diesel.

The female was one of two 
people to report the spill to 
police last Saturday morning.

calmed down she went out and 
saw all these houses totally 
destroyed. She said it was the 
worst thing she had ever seen.’

But Tess’ major worry was for 
the safety of her mother who was 
in Tacloban City, usually around 
two and a half hours away.

Margaret said Tess eventually 
managed to travel some of the 
distance by motorbike before 
walking for miles without food 
or water. 

It took her nine hours to 
reach her 82-year-old mum, but 
thankfully she was safe in a 

Man brandished knife at teenager

Loving Oban: Launching the new voucher scheme at Oban’s Royal Hotel are, BID4Oban administrator Shona Neil, events manager 
Mike Rowell and the Royal Hotel’s Peter MacDougall. 15_t47giftv1

restaurants to retailers, service 

Launching as part of Oban 
Winter Festival, the vouchers 
will be available at the Royal 

BID4Oban’s Mike Rowell said 
the vouchers are a great way to 
support local business.

He added: ‘From Alba Art 
to The Wool and Needlecraft 
Centre, Love Oban vouchers can 
be exchanged for an enormous 
variety of products and services, 
for beauty treatments, meals out 
or a special piece of jewellery.

‘The scheme encompasses 

large and small businesses, so 
whoever receives Love Oban 
vouchers will be able to choose 
the gift that suits them. It also 
encourages local people to 
support local businesses and 
keep the town prospering.’

BID4Oban is keen to hear 
feedback about the scheme and 
will review how successful it 
is as time goes on, while local 
traders not already signed up are 
being urged to do so.

Mike  said: ‘Love Oban 
vouchers are not just for 
Christmas, they can also be given 
for birthdays, anniversaries and 

weddings. If you want to reward 
employees or regular customers, 
the vouchers are the ideal gift.’

BID4Oban chairman John 
Forteith added: ‘Oban has a 
wealth of great shops and by 
giving Love Oban vouchers this 
Christmas, people are opening 
up a wide range of products and 
services for their loved ones to 
choose. Best of all, the money 
stays in the local economy, 
encouraging businesses to thrive. 
The scheme is open to all levy 
payers and associate members 
and I’d encourage everyone to 
get involved.’

Just after arriving in Manila, 
Tess Campbell enjoys her first 

drink of water. t47tess1no

neighbour’s home. Tess has now 
managed to get to the safety of 
Manila, but family and friends 
are still in Lawaan without 
food, water, electricity or phone 
signal.

Margaret said Tess had gone 

the aftermath of the storm. But 
she is one of the lucky ones. 
Some families still haven’t heard 
from their loved ones.

Tess grew up in Lawaan but 
came to Oban around 14 years 
ago, working in McConechy’s 
during that time.

Margaret, aged 26, and family 
friend Ann Rowan are now 
trying to raise money to support 
the relief effort in Eastern 
Samar. Donations can be made 
in McConechy’s and Dolce Vita.

Margaret said the remoteness 
of Lawaan means it is not getting 
as much aid as areas featured on 
international media.

She added: ‘We need money 
to feed people as they have no 
food, water or medicines. The 
rest will go to rebuilding homes 
even if it just contributes towards 
materials. The community needs 
rebuilt.’

After the trauma of not 
knowing whether Tess had got 
through the storm Margaret 
said she was ‘over the moon’ to 
hear her mother’s voice for the 

heard from her,’ she said. ‘I was 
crying with joy.’

Typhoon 
trauma ends 
with ecstatic 
tears of joy
Oban woman waits five days 
to hear mother had survived

Fraud complaint 
reported 
FOLLOWING a complaint 

irregularities at a shop in Oban’s 

been reported to the procurator 

they had received a report 
from the store’s internal fraud 
investigators on November 12.

on CCTV in Oban’s George 
Street seemingly counting out 
large sums of money to another 
man and nearly an hour later 

an unmarked car was drawn 
towards MacLellan speaking to 
another man in the doorway of a 
licensed premises.

Search
Based on what they had seen, 

detained MacLellan for a search 
at Oban Police Station where they 
found 81 ecstasy tablets between 

his buttocks and, following a 
search of his home address, they 
found a bag of heroin, weighing 
9.94 grams, scales and other 
drugs paraphernalia. 

He was also in possession of 
£85 in cash.

Drugs experts from Police 
Scotland’s Statement of Opinion 
(STOP) Unit said the quantities 
found were indicative of forward 
supply.

Defence agent David Watt 
said: ‘He just wanted to get 
the sentence from the court, 

do his time in prison and get 
on with his life. He has a two-
year-old daughter and realises 
he is missing out on the most 
important period of her life.’

In sentencing, Sheriff Douglas 
Small told MacLellan: ‘I have 
said on numerous occasions 
that people dealing in drugs can 
expect to be dealt with severely 
in this court.’

MacLellan’s sentence was 
backdated to September 17, 
when he was taken into custody 
for the matter.

Stock up on shop vouchers and boost Oban

Young father jailed on drugs charges

Court sentences fraudster 
to 200 hours’ unpaid work

New school could leave sports 
teams stumped for pitch
All-weather surface could be out of action for two years
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SHINTY

Members wanted

Claymores 
nominated for 
national award

Glen looking for a 
new manager

RUGBY

FOOTBALL

RAF to pay a visit

‘I don’t think the sending 
offs made a huge difference’

SHINTY

FORT William will be looking to 
bounce back from last weekend’s 
disappointing loss to Strathspey 
Thistle when they welcome 
Deveronvale to Claggan Park 
this Saturday.

Manager Danny Conlon said 
he was expecting a tough game 
against the Banff side, but that 
he was hoping to improve on 
his team’s dismal home form, 
with Fort’s last home league win 
coming on January 19.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘Deveronvale are blowing hot 
and cold at the moment. They are 
a good side and they’ve brought 
in some players but I think they 
will be a bit disappointed with 
how their season has gone.

‘They’ll try and play a wee bit. 
They’ve got a fair bit of pace 
up top and they’ve got two big 
centre backs who can cause 
problems at set pieces.

‘Our home form has been really 
poor so we need to do something 
about that.

‘We had two trialists last week, 
one at left back and one at centre 
back, and they both did well. 
Hopefully they’ll both be joining 
us. I think on paper at least, this 
is the strongest squad we’ve had 
in my three years in charge.’

Duncan Campbell will miss 
the game while fellow forward 
Gordy MacCarroll is doubtful.

Despite being sent off against 
Strathspey Sean Grant and 
Michael Gillespie will be avail-

GOON Squad have moved to 
the top of the Ali Young indoor 
football league after the latest 

Centre on Sunday night.
The new leaders defeated 

AFC Distillery 4-3, while the 
team they knocked off the top 
Lochaber Leisure slip to third 
after losing 3-2 to Caol United.

Portowcy continued their 
good form with a 4-1 win over 
Ballachulish to move into 
second place.

Mallaig, who have replaced 
the Ali Young team, found 
immediate success with a 3-0 
win over Kentallen to move 
off the foot of the table. They 
have been replaced by With 
Ourselves, who lost 3-1 to HWE 
Energy.

In the night’s other game Caol 
Cosmos defeated The Janis B 
Team 6-4.

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s 
game against Aberdeenshire 
second XV was postponed 
on Saturday after heavy 
rain on Friday left the pitch 
at Inverlochy’s Black Parks 
waterlogged and unplayable.

Lochaber will host RAF 
Lossiemouth at home this 
weekend, with the match getting 
underway at the earlier time of 
12.30pm.

The game was originally due 
to be played on September 7 
but was postponed after Lossie 

Lochaber, who have slipped 
to sixth place, will be looking 
to make up ground on the teams 
above them.

A KINLOCHLEVEN boxing 
coach has said he is ‘over the 

club has been nominated for a 
national award.

The Claymores Boxing Club 

the year’ category at the Sunday 
Mail and sportscotland Scottish 
Sports Awards in Glasgow’s 
Thistle Hotel on December 5.

Coach Martin Glenesk 
told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
absolutely delighted, over the 
moon. We didn’t know anything 
about it, we were nominated 
by the local high school head 
teacher John McGilp.

‘We’re the most rural club in 
Scotland and we cover a huge 
area, and just the exposure from 
this will be massive for us.’

The awards will be hosted by 
Sky Sports’ Jim White.

AFTER seven weeks of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies ten 
pin bowling competition at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William 
Alleycats remain the leaders 
in the scratch division with 33 
points after beating previous 
second placed team Bandits 5-0. 

Rock and Bowl move into 
second place with 25 points 
with Bandits slipping to third 
place on 24 points. 

In the handicap division Ban-
dits stay on top with 28.5 points 
after beating second place team 
Alleycats 3-2. Alleycats remain 
in second place with 25 points 
and Council move into third 
place with 19 points. 

The top individual scratch 
game this week came from Tony 
Whitelocke of Alleycats with 
183. Other games of note were 
180 from Pam Weller, Alleycats, 
175 from Graham McColl, 
Likely Lads, and 171 from 
Bandits’ William Clark. 

Graham McColl had the top 
handicap game of 243, while 
Pam Weller had the top two 
game scratch series of 339 and 
Derek Fraser, British Legion 
Scotland, had the top two game 
handicap series of 447.

Alleycats rolled the highest 
scratch team game of 594 and 
the highest scratch two game 
series of 1,176. Bandits rolled 
the highest handicap game of 
818 and the highest two game 
handicap team series of 1,575.

Pictured left to right - Rebecca Stafford, Lachlan Campbell, Finlay MacDonald, Martin Johnstone, 
Calum Fraser and Missy Cameron. 

FORT WILLIAM Table Tennis 
Club is welcoming anyone inter-
ested it taking up or returning 
to the game now that the winter 
season is underway.

Chairman Jim Hinchley said 
sessions can be booked with a 

He added: ‘This season we 
have some great things planned 
like mixed doubles, the all 
comers singles knock-out 
and the very popular singles 
handicap.’

Club nights are Mondays at 
the Nevis Centre from 6.30pm 
to 9pm. Call Jim on 01397 
708827.

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
Mike MacKenzie will be the 
VIP guest at Lochaber Sports 
Association annual awards night 
at the Lochaber Rubgy Club 
clubhouse at Banavie tomorrow 
night.

Former Scotland rugby captain 
Rob Wainwright will be guest 
speaker at the event, which gets 
underway at 7pm.

Fort William Golf Club held their end of season prizegiving on Saturday night, with a large number of trophies handed out.   

GLENURQUHART have 
started the search for a new 
manager after Drew MacNeil 
quit before the club’s AGM last 
week.

The Scotland boss joined 
the Drumnadrochit club 
as co-manager with Fraser 
MacKenzie at the start of the 
2012 season.

The pair helped Glenurquhart 

trophy when they lifted the 
Macaulay Cup last year, and 
narrowly missed out on adding 
the MacTavish Cup this season, 
losing to on penalties to Lovat.

MacKenzie left his post in 
August after being banned for 

swearing at a referee.

Finlay Wild crossing the finish line 20_f47race02

Two off 
as Fort 
lose to 
Thistle

able, with their suspensions not 
kicking in until next weekend.

The bottom of the table clash 
against Strathspey ended in 
frustration for Fort, despite an 
encouraging performance.

but were denied by a combination 
of the crossbar and an inspired 
performance from Strathspey 
keeper Steven Martin.

Gillespie was given a second 
yellow card after an hour, 
with the home side scoring 15 
minutes later through Matteusz 
Bobrowski.

Grant was also given his 
second yellow for dissent in the 
90th minute as Fort pressed hard 
for an equaliser.

particular, gave him ‘something 
to build on’.  

He said: ‘It was a game of two 

keeper made two or three really 
good saves and we hit the wood-
work. We were on top but we just 
couldn’t put them away.

‘I was disappointed with the 
referee’s performance, it was 
stop, stop, stop all game. There 
was nothing really nasty in the 
game but you wouldn’t believe 
the number of free kicks, and I 
felt both the sending offs were a 
bit harsh.

‘But I’m not blaming the ref-
eree for the result, I don’t think 
the sending offs made a huge 
difference. They were slightly 
better than us in the second 
half.’

LOCHABER Camanachd wrapped up a success-
ful year with a prize giving ceremony in Fort 
William’s West End Hotel on Saturday night.

Martin Johnstone was named the Spean Bridge 

Lachlan Campbell won the supporters’ player of 
the year.

Ladies player of the year was Missy Cameron 
with Rebecca Stafford named most improved 
ladies player.

Calum Fraser picked up the under 17s player of 

Lochaber Camanachd hand out the prizes

the year award, with Finlay MacDonald named 
top under 14s player.

After winning promotion to the Orion Group 

But after the arrival of new manager Robert 
Johnstone, Lochaber embarked on a run of six 

Awards night

A FIELD of nearly 70 runners took 
part in the slightly-altered Druim 
Fada Chase near Corpach on Sunday 
morning.

The route - changed last week due to 
fallen trees - wound seven and a half 
miles around the Loch Eil forestry, 

miles up to 370 metres before descend-
ing down to end at Annat.

And it was home runner Finlay Wild 
who took the win in the winter league 
event, coming home well ahead of the 

minutes and 48 seconds.
Second place was taken by Michael 

Druim Fada Chase winner Finlay Wild (centre) celebrates with second placed 
Michael Bossard (left) and third placed Craig Mattocks

20_f47race01

Bossard, also of Lochaber Athletic 
Club, in a time of 49m 42s, with Craig 
Mattocks of Carnethy taking third in 
49m 55s.

Baum of LAC in 54m 37s, with club 
mate Sarah MacKenzie second in 
57m 24s. Carnethy’s Kate Jenkins 
was third in 57m 48s.

LAC’s Laura Barbour said: ‘A big 
thank you to all who turned out and 
hope the high numbers continue 
through the winter league.’

ATHLETICS

Wild winner of 
Druim Fada Chase

TABLE TENNIS

TEN PIN BOWLING

Tony proves that 
he’s up to scratch

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Goon Squad take 
over at the top

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 5ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 21, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.32   1.2 07.18 3.9 14.03       1.6        19.41     3.7
Fri  02.10 1.3 07.53 3.8 14.41       1.8        20.19     3.5     
Sat  02.51 1.5 08.31 3.6 15.24       1.9        20.58      3.3
Sun  03.34 1.7 09.13 3.5 16.14       2.1        21.44     3.1
Mon  04.22 1.8 10.02 3.3 17.16 2.2         22.46     3.0
Tues       05.17       1.9 11.17 3.2 18.26 2.2 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.37   3.0 06.17 1.9 12.45 3.2 19.36       2.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

4
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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