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Lest we 
forget
It was a particularly 
emotional Remembrance 
Sunday Parade for 
Oban’s war veterans 
this year. Not only were 
they reminded of fallen 
comrades, but the day 
also marked the demise 
of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland Oban 
branch, of which the 
ex-servicemen were 
members. Plans are 
now under way to find 
organisers for next year’s 
parade. 07_t47rem08

 Full round-up inside

Off-shore power plan may 
signal boom time for Oban
OBAN could become the 
centre of a proposed west 
coast off-shore renewables 
energy boom – triggering 
a multi-million pound 
investment in the town’s 
harbour area.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
are currently in talks with 
the Scottish Government, 
prospective developers and 
other interested organisations 
to create the infrastructure 
required to ensure Oban 
cashes in on a huge increase 
in wind, wave and tidal 
power schemes planned for 
the next 10-15 years.

In addition to three potential 
wind farms off Kintyre, Islay 
and Tiree, documents seen 
by The Oban Times show a 
further 14 off-shore sites are 
under discussion for their 
renewable energy potential. 

The extent of the off-shore 

hundreds of miles taking in 
an area from the north west 
coast of Skye to the south 
coast of Kintyre.

One proposed wind farm, 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

20 miles west of Iona 
would cover almost 1,000 
square miles, making it 
one of the world’s biggest 

marine energy sites – with 
the potential to power all of 
Scotland’s major cities.

Oban councillor, Roddy 

Boom time - how off-shore wind, wave and tidal 
power could be harnessed.

But islanders on Tiree hit out at ‘Berlin Wall’ of turbines
FEARS that a ‘Berlin Wall’ of 
wind turbines could jeopardise 
Tiree’s burgeoning tourist trade 
has sparked a campaign to have 
the planned Argyll Array rede-
signed.

Current plans would see the ar-
ray starting 5km off the shore of 
the island and would be home to 
between 200-500 turbines, some 
up to 200 metres, or 656 feet, in 
height.

But the new group, No Tiree 
Array, says this could devastate 
the island and has called on all 

concerned parties - the Scottish 
Government, Scottish Power 
Renewables and Crown Estates 
- to shift the array’s boundaries 
another 30km away from the 
island.

The group’s spokesperson, 
Robert Trythall, said that while 
they were not against wind farms, 
they wanted the plans to be truly 
offshore and out of sight.

He said: ‘The result of this array 
would be Tiree will effectively 
have a Berlin Wall off its west 
coast.

‘What we’re saying is move it 
– it has to be at least 35km away. 

‘This is not an offshore wind 
farm – it’s an onshore one.’

Furthermore, there are concerns 
that island life could be affected 
after developer, Scottish Power 
Renewables, sent out a docu-
ment to residents earlier in the 
year claiming that new jobs could 
bring an estimated 300 new peo-

currently has a population of just 
800.

boats could be affected too, as 
Mr Trythall said he understood 
the seabed around Tiree and 
the Skerryvore area is made up 
of Lewisian Gniess, one of the 
oldest and hardest types of rock 
known, which requires explosives 
to break up.

The only solution, he said, was 
for all parties to stop, think, and 
devise a way to move the array 
further offshore.

But he’s worried that the voices 
of the island’s small population 
won’t be heard amid a national 

drive to reduce carbon emissions.
He has now called on Argyll and 

Bute SNP MSP, Jim Mather, to 
represent the community’s view 
in his role as energy and tourism 
minister.

A spokeswoman for Scottish 
Natural Heritage said: ‘Scottish 
Natural Heritage has responded 
to a scoping request on what 
to include in an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA), but we 

opinion about the impact of this 
development.’

Parents to discuss 
school closure plan
PARENTS concerned about 
possible school closures 
across Argyll have been in-
vited to a public meeting in 
Benderloch this week – and 
they’ve been asked to take 
their children.

The meeting has been 
jointly arranged by Connel 
and Ardchattan community 
councils. Comments will be 
passed to local councillors 
for their consideration ahead 
of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s meeting next Thursday 
to decide the fate of the 
26 schools earmarked for 
closure.

Iain MacDonald, chairman 
of Ardchattan Community 
Council and secretary of the 
Association of Argyll and 
Bute Community Councils, 
said: ‘The community has 
lost faith with the council 
because there’s no transpar-
ency or proper consulta-
tion. I’m pretty certain the 
consensus will be to keep all 
the schools open and I think 
that’s unrealistic.’

Four councillors have been 
invited to attend the meeting 
- Donald MacDonald, Neil 
Mackay, Duncan MacIntyre 
and Elaine Robertson. Only 
Councillor Robertson has 

The meeting, at Bender-
loch’s Victory Hall, takes 
place today (Thursday), 
from 7.30pm.

Magnus in running 
for Hero of the Year
MAGNUS MacFarlane-
Barrow, the founder of 
the charity Mary’s Meals, 

broadcaster CNN’s Hero of 
the Year this Saturday.

The Dalmally man has 

the only Brit in the running 
for the award, which will 
be presented at an award 
ceremony in the Shrine 
Auditorium, home of the 
Emmys, in Hollywood. 

• Potential medium-term 
windfarm sites

• Potential short-term 
windfarm sites

• Potential wave sites

• Potential tidal 
energy project

McCuish, said: ‘I see this as 
having as big an impact as 

to Oban - and changed the 
town for the better forever.

‘It is an opportunity to 
improve our infrastructure, 
sustain our hospital, schools 
and businesses and  offer an 
opportunity for our young 
people to live and work in 
the area.

‘Plans have to be managed 
and harnessed correctly to 
ensure that our communities 
are in a position to take 
advantage of this and to 
realise the local economic 

‘Although we cannot 
control the sea bed 
developments, we do have 
a serious opportunity to 
take charge of the on-shore 
infrastructure.

‘We will work with 
the developers and more 
importantly with all the 
communities, especially 
those this might effect the 
most, to ensure this is right.

‘Given the fact it has 
been recognised Argyll and 

resources it would be foolish 
to pass up this opportunity, 

not just for us but for future 
generations to come. 

‘In my opinion, this will 
be  the biggest economic 
boost to the west coast we 
are ever likely to see and we 
must seize the chance and 
make sure it is done properly 

communities now and for 
the future.’

Crown Estates, which 
manages the land on behalf 
of the Government, has 
already granted exclusivity 
to two developers – Scottish 
and Southern Energy and 
Scottish Power Renewables 
- but it is understood other 
potential partners will be 
sought to take forward the 
full scope of the project.

It is also understood part 
of the funding to upgrade 
Oban’s harbour area to meet 

the needs of larger vessels 
will initially be found from 
the CHORD project board. 

The board will look at all 
ways of directing cash for 
the infrastructure of the 
southern area of Oban Bay, 
including Port Beag and the 
South Pier.

Energy minister Jim 
Mather MSP has backed 
the ambitious off-shore 
proposals.

He said: ‘Given the 
potential in the area it is 
clear that there is scope and 
appetite in Oban to play a 
full part in the installation 
and maintenance of offshore 
renewables.

‘However, it is for the 
market to decide how material 
that is. What is not in doubt 
is the fact that the renewable 
energy is immense given that 
Scotland has 40 per cent of 

renewable energy potential.
‘That includes 25 per cent 

of Europe’s offshore wind 
and tidal energy and 10 
per cent of European wave 
energy potential - which the 
UK Government has recently 
estimated as being a total of 
206 gigawatts.’

I see this as 
having as big an 
impact as when 
the railway first 
came.

Councillor Roddy 
McCuish

Student aims for 
North Pole paddle
A MEDICAL student from 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull, is 
on the verge of taking part 

at rowing to the North Pole.
Jenny Reid, 19, has been 

unique global competition, 
Old Pulteney Pole Position, 

-
ber for the attempt.

This Saturday Jenny will 
battle it out against interna-
tional competitors at Eton 
Rowing Centre to win a 
place on the crew of six, 
led by renowned adventurer 
Jock Wishart. 

In August next year Jock 
will lead a 450-mile expedi-
tion from Canada through 
some of the harshest condi-
tions on earth in an attempt 
to row to the magnetic 
North Pole in a specially 
designed ‘ice boat’.

The winner will be an-
nounced at the London 
Boat Show in January.  The 
voyage is only now possible 
because of the increase in 
seasonal ice melt.

A 200-year-old monument 
to Admiral Lord Nelson, 
erected in Taynuilt follow-
ing his victory at Trafalgar, 
has been vandalised.

Nelson’s Monument was 
erected by workers at the 
village’s Bonawe Iron 
Furnace, which made can-
nonballs for the Battle of 
Trafalgar.

However, on November 6 
two members of the com-

monument and the com-
memorative plaque covered 
in cement. 

They were able to clean 
the momument before any 
lasting damage was done.

Taynuilt Community 
Council chairman Murray 
Sim said: ‘It was shock-
ing. The monument is very 
important to the village.’

Anyone with any informa-
tion about the vandalism 
should contact Oban Police 
on 01631 510 500.

Vandals target 
Nelson Monument
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THE OBAN Times’ chief reporter 
Marian Miller has moved to the 
new post of web co-ordinator 
within the company as the Wyex 
Media group develops its online 
capability.

Marian started working for The
Oban Times in 1993, and has 
been chief reporter for more than 
a decade.

She will now be responsible 
for developing all newspaper 
websites within the group, 
including The Oban Times, 
The Argyllshire Advertiser, The 
Campbeltown Courier and The
Arran Banner.

Marian said: ‘My new role will 
include bringing more photos and 
video online as well as breaking 
news from across the West 
Highlands and Islands along with 
updates on what will be in the 

papers that week.
‘I would encourage readers to 

get more involved with their paper 
via Facebook, Twitter and the 
websites and look out for exciting 
new online competitions.

‘We are also constantly looking 
at ways of using new technology 
to give readers up to the minute 
news from the area.’

Wyvex Media is also looking at 
developing technologies such text 
alerts for incidents such as road 
closures and news bulletins on our 
websites for major incidents, so 
that people in the West Highlands 
and Islands know they can get 
the best and most up-to-date 
information from its newspaper 
websites.

Senior reporter Euan Paterson 
has been promoted to the role of 
chief reporter.The Oban Times’ Marian Miller is Wyvex Media’s new web co-ordinator.

Marian appointed Oban Times’ web co-ordinator

PLANNERS in Argyll and 
Bute are to reconsider a 
planning application for a 
Craignure building after 
it was not constructed 
in accordance with its 
approved design.

The Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT) 
building, in Craignure, was 
built in a way that meant a 
window was overlooking 
another dwelling, raising 
the concerns of residents.

Siân Scott, MICT project 
manager said: ‘These 
changes were requested last 
year by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Building Control 
department, in order to 
meet the current building 
standards regulations with 

and safe access and egress 
to the building. 

‘As a result of these 
changes, a number of the 
windows on the south-east 
elevation now overlook 
the private space of the 
neighbouring property. In 
order to regulate this, the 

planning department asked 
us to submit a new planning 
application, which was 
lodged on October 21.’

Sandy Brunton, MICT 
convenor added: ‘We found 
ourselves in the awkward 
position of having complied 
with the needs of one council 
department but falling foul 
of another.

‘We did not want to 
compromise our neighbour’s 
privacy in any way and 
having taken advice from 
the planners and our design 
team, have decided that 
all windows adjacent to 
the neighbouring property 
will be either replaced 
with privacy glass or will 
be obscured with privacy 

building will be able to look 
out of any of these windows. 

Hopefully all parties can 
move swiftly to clear up this 
misunderstanding.’

James Hilder, MICT 
chief executive said: ‘The 
new planning application 
includes a number of ‘non-
material’ alterations to the 
building which we have 
made during the construction 
phase. We have installed 
sun pipes to increase the 
natural light in the centre 
of the building and we are 
using geothermal heating 
and a heat recovery system. 
This, combined with high 
spec insulation, including 
sheep’s wool, and our own 
borehole for water should 
keep our running costs and 
carbon footprint very low.

that the repositioning and 
additional window on the 

south-east elevation are 
the only material changes 
to the building in respect 
to the original planning 
application. Other changes 
listed are ‘non-material’ and 
would have been lodged 
with the planners in due 
course.’

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokeswoman said: 
‘The application is now 
valid and will be allocated 

determined in the next eight 
weeks.’

‘The council’s enforcement 

the fact that this building 
had not been constructed 
in accordance with the 
approved plans. 

‘The matter is the subject 
of a complaint to the 
council.’

New Craignure building falls 
foul of planning agreement

We found ourselves in 
the awkward poisition 
of having complied 
with the needs of one 
council department 
but falling foul of 
another.
convenor                    
Mull and Iona 
Community Trust

HE HAS a background 
putting leather on shoes, but 
Appin’s new community 

taking it off again.
PC Stuart Johnston took 

up the new post in October, 
moving in to the village 
police house with wife 
Christine and 17 year old 
daughter Natalie.

Originally from Glasgow, 
the former cobbler has 
pledged to become a major 

and is already making sure 
his face is one of the best 
known in the area.

He’s urging anyone who 
sees him to stop and have 
a chat – even if just to say 
hello. Stuart said: ‘My 
role is to engage with the 
community and the general 
public, dealing with any 

might arise.
‘I’ve been along to a few 

of the local schools and I’ve 
popped in to the doctor’s 
surgery to say hello but I’ll 

be going around getting my 
face known.

home at the end of the day. I 
live in the police house, so I 
can’t do that! It’s in my best 
interests for the community 
to be safe.’

police seven years ago at 
the age of 39, coming from 
a varied work background.

He was a painter and 
decorator for 14 years, 
acting as contracts manager 
for the last three of those.  He 
decided to go self employed 
for a few years after that, 
before taking up the family 
trade of a cobbler.

Strathclyde Police, Stuart 

community policing in the 
Bridgeton and Dalmarnock 
areas of Glasgow. Most 
recently, he was the campus 

Secondary in Riddrie, 
spending 18 months there 

before falling in love with 
Argyll and applying to move 
to Appin.

some of the major issues in 
the area.

‘Most of the problems here 
I would regard as relatively 
minor, but the people in the 
community would quite 
rightly see them as more 
serious,’ he said. ‘I think the 
major issues are with road 

spate of housebreakings, 
although the housebreakings 
seem to have stopped.

‘Because this is the main 
trunk road between Oban 
and Fort William, there can 
be issues with speed.

‘I don’t know everything 
that goes on though and 
people should feel free 
to have a chat with me if 
there’s something bothering 
them.’

Stuart also has three sons, 
a granddaughter and a 
grandson, all of whom stay 
in Glasgow.

PC Stuart Johnston, the new community police officer for the Appin area                     
15_t47appinpol2 

Appin’s new policeman          
fell in love with Argyll

VEHICLES will not be able 
to get on or off Islay should 
Port Askaig be closed during 
Port Ellen’s upgrade work 
next year. 

The CMAL-owned port 
will close for nine months 
to allow essential upgrade 
work to take place, meaning 
Port Askaig will be the 
only operational port on the 
island.

But no contingency plans 
have been drawn up to allow 
vehicular access to the island 
should Port Askaig suffer an 
unplanned closure.

Cut off
With the port currently 

closed for a period of eight 
weeks after the MV Isle of 
Arran accidentally collided 
with the linkspan, there are 
concerns that the island’s 
lifeline could effectively be 
cut off.

In a letter to Argyll and 
Bute MP Alan Reid, CMAL’s  
chief executive, Guy 
Platten, said: ‘The operator 
will be working closely with 
both CMAL and Argyll and 
Bute Council throughout the 
construction period at Port 
Ellen in order to minimise 
the disruption and to ensure 
appropriate contingency 
plans are in place.

‘For example, we have 
planned the construction 
works at Port Ellen to take 
place predominantly over 
the spring and summer 
months and we have allowed 
for emergency overnight 
berthing (although vehicles 
could not be embarked or 
disembarked) of the ferry at 
Port Ellen should that prove 
necessary.’

Caledonian MacBrayne 

they did not have any 
alternative arrangements, but 
said commuters shouldn’t 
be worried about something 
that ‘may never happen.’

A spokesman said: ‘We 
are fully aware that work 
is scheduled for Port Ellen 
which will make Port 
Askaig the sole port of 
entry for some time, but 
we would prefer not to 
cause unnecessary alarm 
by speculating on problems 
that may never happen. 

‘Everyone can be assured 
that we are acutely aware of 
our responsibility to Islay to 
provide a ferry service, and 
we will respond positively 
to any incident as it may 
arise.’

‘Totally unacceptable’ 
Also without a contingency 

plan are Argyll and Bute 
Council, although the local 
authority said: ‘We would 
do our utmost to assist 
colleagues in CalMac and 
the community on Islay if 
such a situation arose.’

Mr Reid described 
the situation as ‘totally 
unacceptable’ and has called 
for a more comprehensive 
plan to be drawn up as soon 
as possible.

He said: ‘CMAL say the 
situation is “not ideal”. This 
is a gross understatement. 

‘If a similar accident 
happens again at Port 
Askaig when Port Ellen is 
closed due to the works, no 
vehicles will be able to get 
on or off the island. 

‘This is totally unaccept-
able.’

MP says 
Islay
pier plan 

A ISLANDER who made 
a claim against pothole 
damage to his car is 
‘homebound’ until Argyll 
and Bute Council ‘take 
responsibility’ for his claim.

Brian Higginbottom, from 
the Isle of Mull, has been 

February after his car struck 
a ‘well known’ pothole on 
the A849 between Salen and 
Craignure. He claims the 
pothole caused £450 worth 
of damage to his vehicle.

No responsibility 
Brian said: ‘Everyone who 

lives on the island knows the 
pothole is there and we have 
all complained about it to 
the council. I have managed 
to dodge the potholes for 

I was running late and I hit 
the hole.

‘I couldn’t believe it. Two 
tyres were damaged.

‘I have not been able to 
use my car since as I simply 
cannot afford to replace 
the tyres. This leaves me 
homebound as my nearest 
shop is four miles away and 
I have to make do with the 
offer of lifts.

‘I contacted the Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau who believed 

I had a good case for a claim 
and helped me send off the 
letters. I waited a long time 
for a reply only to be told 
that I was not entitled to 
claim.

‘They are not willing to 
take any responsibility for 
the poor condition of the 
roads.

‘I have been back to 
measure the pothole and it is 
17 inches wide.’

Mr Higginbottom has been 
advised that he can take his 
claim to the Small Claims 
Court but he says this is a 
‘bullying tactic’ on the part 
of the council, as he cannot 
afford to take the case to 
court.

An Argyll and Bute 
Council Spokeswoman said: 
‘The council makes payment 
for damages only if we have 
been negligent. For example 
- if we know about a pothole 
and don’t take any action.

‘We carry out formal 
visual inspections on the 
road network on a regular 
basis, following which 
instructions to carry out any 
necessary works are raised.

‘If a defect appears 
between inspections, we 
cannot be held liable.’

‘Homebound’Mull man 
claims pothole damaged car

THE BRUICHLADDICH 
Distillery, on Islay, is 
planning to generate its 
own electricity - in the same 
week its Octomore bottling 
was voted the world’s best 
single malt.

Whisky guru Jim Murray 
awarded the 2011 Single 
Malt of the Year to Octomore 

guide, the Whisky Bible.
The malt is billed as the 

‘peatiest whisky in the 
world’ and is three times 
more peaty than any other 
mainstream whisky.

‘Orpheus’ outperformed 
other category winners up 
to 10 times its age. Being 

won the title of best whisky 

under 10 years.
‘This is no monstrous 

brute,’ said Jim McEwan, 
head of distilling at Islay’s 
Bruichladdich Distillery. 

velvet glove. That’s what 
you get when you combine 
massively smokey barley 
with the purest spirit around. 
It’s like nothing else on 
earth.’

Meanwhile, Bruichladdich 
has installed two anaerobic 
digester units to generate its 
own electricity. 

The system uses the 
distillery’s pot ale, the 
leftovers after distillation,
and should be power self 

time.

Bruichladdich adds power to its elbow

“Na h-atharraichean as motha ann an sochairean sòisealta 
Bhreatainn bho chaidh an stèidheachadh an toiseach fo 
mholaidhean Uilleam Beveridge!”

Sin mar a chunnaic cuid de luchd-aithris na molaidhean 
aig Iain Donnchadh Mac a’ Ghobhainn. Ma tha iad gu 
bhith onarach, tha a’ mhòr-chuid den t-sluagh mothachail 
air ana-caitheamh air ionmhas poblach bho àm gu àm 
agus as an t-seadh sin, ’s e glè bheag de dhaoine nach bi 
taiceil dha gluasad gus riaghailtean a theannachadh seach 
mar a tha iad air a bhith. Mar sin, tha sinn a’ faicinn an 
Riaghaltais a’ cur mholaidhean air adhart leis am bheil na 
prìomh phartaidhean uile ag aontachadh, ach cha  tuirt  
sin nach eil argamaidean agus còmhstri ann cuideachd.  

Tha na h-amasan leasachaidh aig an Riaghaltas a thaobh 
àireamh nan daoine a th’ air sochairean cion cosnaidh, 
neo an “dole”, an crochadh gu ìre mhòr air an  aon seòrsa 
feallsanachd  ’s  a   th’ aca a thaobh na h-eaconamaidh 
as an fharsaingeachd;  ’s e sin gum bheil an roinn 
phrìobhaidich dol a chruthachadh chothroman cosnaidh 
agus beartais.

Theagamh gum bheil iad ceart agus co-dhiù,  theagamh 
gum feum iad a dhol an geall, ach tha Ministearan air leth-

bith a shealltainn mar thaic dhan fheallsanachd seo. Chan 
eil duine a’ dol às àicheadh nach dèan obraichean feum 
dhan eaconamaidh, ach co às a tha iad dol a thighinn? 
Càite bheil an t-airgead a tha dol gan cruthachadh, mar 
a cuir an roinn-phoblaich ionmhas ùr calpa an sàs? Ach 
chan e  sin a tha am beachd Mhinistearan an Riaghaltais 
seo idir, ach gearradh a h-uile sgillinn air an amais iad 
agus barrachd is barrachd uallaich a chur air an t-sluagh 
fhèin. Mar sin,  tha ionmhas na dùthcha agus staid na h-
eaconamaidh an urra ri tomhas de chèarrachas, le airgead 
nan cìsean againne air a’ bhòrd ach gun smachd againn 
air!

Ach sin an saoghal eaconamach as am bheil sinn, agus 
chan eil dòigh air tighinn às gun chaomhnaidhean mòra 
a dhèanamh.  Bidh argamaidean a’ leantainn air càite an 
fheàrr gearradh, is dè  na dh’fhuilingeas sporan.

Ma bha riamh suidheachadh ann a bu chòir aire a thoirt 
gu cumhachd agus dleastanas bhòtaidh,  tha fhios gur seo 
e  agus bidh e inntinneach faicinn dè  thachras as  na 
taghaidhean ann am beagan is sia mìosan romhainn. 

WHAT is most worrying about government policy on the 
economy, and its proposals for welfare reform, is that it 

new employment and wealth to enable the unemployed 
to work and the economy to recover!

It seems to me that the problem that Ministers - and 
the electorate(!) - have with these policies is the total 
lack of any evidence that the private resources, and the 
manufacturing and trading opportunities, exist to allow 
this to happen.

It will be interesting to see how the economic crisis 

elections six months from now!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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Education Secretary Mike Russell learns at thing or two about playing the Ukelele from the Luing Orchestra. 16_t47russell1

EDUCATION minister Mike Russell made 
an impromptu visit to the Isle of Luing 
to give advice to parents on the Scottish 
Government’s legislation on school 
closures.

In an hour long question and answer 
session, chaired by Councillor Roddie 

McCuish, Mr Russell explained he was 
unable to comment on individual cases. 

The prospective SNP parliamentary 
candidate for Argyll and Bute told 
parents that legislation introduced by 
the government meant that any proposed 
school closure must follow a set procedure, 

which includes consultation and in some 
cases looking at all alternatives. 

government named Proposed Changes to 
your Child’s School. 

More details can be found at www.
scotland.gov.uk.

CHILDREN and parents 

today (Thursday) whether 
their school is included on a 
revised list for consultation 
on closure.

Argyll and Bute Council 
stalled a consultation process 
into the proposed closure of 
26 schools after information 
in proposal documents were 

found to be questionable.
A three week period 

of fact checking is due 
to come to an end next 
Thursday, November 25, 
but the revised report for the 
meeting could be published 
today in advance of next 
week’s council meeting 
when the whole issue will 
be discussed again.

A CALL has been made by the 
Argyll First group for the council 
meeting at which the Argyll and 
Bute school closure proposals 
will be discussed to be moved to a 
bigger venue.

At the meeting held earlier this 
month at the council chamber in 
Kilmory Castle, almost 100 people 
were left out in the cold unable to 

Donald Kelly, of Argyll First, 
said: ‘We want as many parents 
into the room to hear the debate 
about the vitally important issue 
of consultation on school closures. 
Therefore we have asked council 
leader Dick Walsh to move 
the meeting to the gym hall of 
Lochgilphead High School.’ 

Details of the meeting will be 
posted at www.obantimes.co.uk.

New report on school 
closures due for release

Argyll First demands change 
of venue for crunch meeting

Minister drops in for talks with Luing parents

Oban parade will go on 
despite legion’s demise

ON A day when the ex-
servicemen of Mull are 
remembered for the heroism, 
it was a school pupil from 
the island who was hailed 
for rescuing Tobermory’s 
Remembrance Service.

Tobermory High School 
pupil Ruaraidh Morrison 
was called into action on 
Sunday when the scheduled 
piper did not show at 
Tobermory War Memorial, 
where marine veterans of 
the Falklands, RAF, and 

attendance.
This was to be a special 

remembrance, before 
the refurbishment of the 
memorial takes place next 
year. Ruaraidh piped the 
three-wreath laying, piped 
after the dedication, and 

piped a retreat of the area.
Commandant Ken Walker 

said: ‘I have served in all 
three of the forces, and 
attended many parades, but 
this young laddie could have 
been a seasoned regimental 
piper, and he delighted all 
the comrades gathered.’

The present Earl Kitchener 
of Khartoum authorised 
one of the Yeomanry collar 
badges to be presented to 
Ruaraidh in appreciation for 
his efforts.

Commandant Walker 
added: ‘I’m quite sure 
the many names on the 
memorial would have said a 
big ‘thank you’, too.

‘He is a credit to Tobermory 
High School, and his tutor, a 
most unassuming lad with 
talent to spare.’

Ruaraidh to the rescue

For the first time ever, Royal British Legion Scotland 
colours have been paraded at the Campbeltown 
War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. The town’s 
recently formed branch of the legion helped Argyll 
and Bute Council organise this year’s parade. Twins 
Tommy and Bill Morran carried the Legion standard 
and Union Flag and Piper John McGeachy played 
Flowers of the Forest during the ceremony. All three 
were amongst a number of people on parade wearing 
Royal British Legion Glengarries. 04_c47mem11

OBAN will have a 
Remembrance Sunday 
Service next year, despite the 
town’s Royal British Legion 
Scotland branch disbanding 
following the conclusion of 
this year’s event.

Branch chairman Bert 
MacBrayne told the large 
gathering on Sunday the 
ageing legion members 
could no longer lead the 
service and parade.

However, he has since 
told The Oban Times that 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
intimated it would step in if 
no replacement group came 
forward.

He said: ‘As far as I am 
concerned, there will be 
a parade next year. I have 
arranged with Argyll and 
Bute Council to take it on 
next year. I am pleased to 
hear others have shown 
an interest in continuing 
the parade but it is a lot of 
work, as the administration 
is tightly controlled.’

As if to give the legion 

on Sunday, the sun shone, 
the rain stayed away and a 

REPORT 
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Hercules plane provided an 

Moreover, Bert said 
the attendance at the war 
memorial this year was 
the largest he had seen and 
surmised this was partly 
because of the escalating 
number of casualties in 

Marking the legion’s 
demise, Bert told those 
gathered at the war 
memorial: ‘The passing of 
time and a sharply declining 
membership means we must 
face the inevitable conclusion 
that we are not viable.

‘I would like to thank 
the people of Oban who 
have supported us over the 
years and, in particular, my 
comrades past and present. 
It is a comradeship that is 
unique to those who wore 
their country’s uniform.’

Oban High School Pipe 
Band led the march from 
the Corran Halls along 
the Esplanade to the war 
memorial to the instruction 
of parade commander Frank 
McKenna, a teacher at the 
school and a former Royal 
Marine.

Wreaths were laid by cadets 
from all the armed forces; 
Kenneth MacKinnon, Lord 

lieutenant for Argyll and Bute; Argyll 
and Bute Councillor Duncan MacIntyre; 
Scouts and Guides; the merchant navy and 
Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire 
and Rescue. Private wreaths were also laid 
by ex-servicemen.

See also letters - page 6

Support for this year’s Remembrance Sunday parade was among the biggest ever 
with large crowds lining the route.  07_t47rem06

Lest we forget - Royal Navy veteran 
James Hill, 87, lays a wreath at the war 
memorial. 07_t47remo9

Artists’ auction 
nets £4,000

WITHIN a common close 
at Colonsay Terrace, Oban, 

young men who were 
shouting and swearing.

One of the men then threw 
a bottle down the steps of the 
close, causing it to smash.

dealing with a separate 
inquiry at the time, arrested 
the men for alleged breach 
of the peace.

Trio arrested for 
breach of the peace

OBAN Police detained 22 suspects 
over last weekend following a 
number of disturbances in the town 
centre.

Sergeant Mike Wood said: ‘We 
had an extremely busy weekend for 
custodies, which is unusual at this 
time of year.’

Weekend arrests 

AN AUCTION of works 
from kind-hearted Argyll 
artists has helped raise 
nearly £4,000 for an Oban 
cancer charity.

The local branch of 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
held the sale at the Royal 
Hotel, with teachers Jack 

school, and Frank MacKenna, 
of Oban High School, 
conducting proceedings.

The event proved as 
popular as the works of art 
and a grand total of £3,800 
was raised after expenses.

The organisation’s Frances 
Grant said: ‘There was a 
huge turnout of people and 
some got real bargains as 
the quality of items being 
auctioned was exceptional.

‘We would like to thank 
not only the artists but the 
people who came to support 
the event and the Royal 
Hotel for hosting it.’ 

Dalmally duo raise 
£350 for charity
AT JUST two years of age, 
two Dalmally lads have 
raised £350 for Children 
in Need by completing a 
charity walk from Ganavan 
to Dunbeg.

Sam Martin, accompanied 
by mum Kirsty Horne, and 
Jayden Macleod with his 
mum Kirsty Macdonald, 
completed the walk on 
Monday, with their faces 
painted as Pudsey Bear. 
Kirsty said: ‘We’re so proud 
of them both.’

Science park plan in the balance
THE construction of Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise’s (HIE) 

European Marine Science Park 
in Dunstaffnage, hangs in the 
balance this week.

The future of the £7.5 million 

Rok, went into administration, 

million four-year deal with HIE 
to handle every stage of its most 

The plan at Dunstaffnage 
was to create a new laboratory 

hosting three marine science 

businesses and supporting up to 

made public in August, it was 
thought construction could have 
started in October.

William are at risk from Rok’s 
move into administration, as are 

rebuilding of Raasay House, the 
£4.9m site works at the renewable 
energy manufacturing plant at 
Machrihanish and recladding 
industrial buildings at Arnish 
Point, Stornoway (£3m).

A spokeswoman for HIE said: 
‘We remain in regular contact 
with the administrator with regard 

to the future of Rok Building 
Ltd. We are also looking at each 
contract, including the Marine 
Science Park at Dunstaffnage, to 
determine the possible delivery 
options taking account of 
procurement regulations etc. 

‘We understand that Rok going 
into administration has created 

potential consequences for sub-
contractors and other creditors. 

directly affected.  
‘HIE is concerned about 

the potential impact on local 
employment and will work to 
help those individuals affected.’

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Mull Lines
State-of-art pods 
for Dalmally  
pupils’ bicycles
WHEN children from 
Dalmally School were give 
18 new bicycles from eco-
company Generation Green, 
they were a little worried 
about where to park them.

So Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil tsubmitted a funding 
application to ask for cash 
to buy cycle pods.

This week the school was 

the state-of-the-art cycle 
storage systems. 

Also receiving a grant 
were Bowmore Primary 
School, Gigha Primary 
School, Rothesay Joint 
Campus and  St. Muns 
Primary School. 

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokeswoman said: 
‘Sustrans gave £6865 and 
this funding was matched 
from the council’s Cycling, 
Walking and Safer Streets 
budget.  The total project 
cost is £18,949.’

Police warn of 
‘frosty’ car thefts
DRIVERS are being warned 
not to leave their vehicles 
running and unattended 
when they are defrosting 
their cars this winter.

Argyll Road Policing 
Inspector Hugh O’Neill 
warned that this was an 
invitation to thieves and in 
these situations insurance 
companies may not pay out 
following a theft.

He said: ‘Some people 
turn on the ignition and 
leave their cars defrosting 
but that presents an easy op-
portunity for thieves. Don’t 
give them that opportunity.’

Groups urged to 
cash in on grants
VOLUNTARY or commu-
nity groups in Argyll and 
Bute are eligible for a grant 
of up to £500 to encourage 
environmental projects.

Wee Green Grants, offered 
by Lower Clyde Greenspace 
and the Argyll and Islands 
LEADER programme, offer 
help with activities that 
encourage wildlife, support 
biodiversity and reduce 
waste. To request a grant ap-
plication form, phone Char-
lie Cairns on 01475 712464, 
or email charlie.cairns@
inverclyde.gov.uk.

No-go for Lochawe 
kirk tourism signs

ARGYLL and Bute council-
lors Provost William Petrie, 
Rhu, and Councillor Ron Si-
mon, Cowal, have been ap-
pointed to the board of Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park Authority.

Pupils jump to it and raise £3,300 for school

Park Primary School head teacher Gillian Carney led by example when her school recently hosted a sponsored Zumba dance event. Every 
child in the school took part in the event and helped to raise £3,300 for school funds. But while the children took part in one of three 
sessions, Miss Carney took part in all three sessions and still had the energy to attend her weekly Zumba class in the evening. Zumba 
instructor Magdalena Sadlik put the Park contingent through their paces. 07_t46zum01

ONE of Connel’s most 
scenic spots could be ruined 

next to the Falls of Lora 
viewpoint go ahead, it was 
claimed this week.

lights opposite the Oyster Inn 
at the A85/A828 junction, 
comes as part of a project 
by Sustrans and Transport 
Scotland to establish a cycle 
route between Campbeltown 
and Inverness via the Connel 
bridge.

However, it has already 
provoked an agitated 
response from both the 
management of the Oyster 
Inn and Connel Community 
Council, who say the move 
would be disastrous.

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

GLENORCHY and Inn-
ishail has failed in its bid to 
erect brown tourism signs 
outside St Conan’s Kirk 
– because its congrega-
tion worships there once a 
month.

VisitScotland told the 
community council that the 
Lochawe landmark, which 
attracts thousands of visitors 
every year, could not be 
classed as a historical monu-
ment. The kirk’s trustees are 
currently trying to promote 
the kirk, which is in danger 
of falling into disrepair un-
less major investment can 
be sought.

Community council sec-
retary John Kerr said: ‘It all 
seems a bit silly.’

National Park 
appointment

NEGOTIATIONS are underway to 
conclude the sale of the former Oban 
Youth Community Centre on the 
town’s Soroba Lane.

It is understood that talks between the 
Oban Youth Community Association 

stages, with the new owner set to lease 
the building out as a children’s soft 
play area.

The centre itself closed after the 
building was condemned by the Care 
Commission due to water encroaching 
the electrical system.

However, work is already underway to 
repair the leaking roof, while soft-play 
areas are classed as ‘unsupervised’ and 
therefore don’t have to be registered 
by the care commission. 

It’s believed that the deal will be 
concluded before the end of the year.

The newly repainted building that was once home to the Oban Youth Community 
Centre. It’s understood that negotiations to sell the building are nearly complete. 
15_t47commcentre1

Sale of former youth community centre under way

PUBLIC hearings for 
planning applications in 
Argyll and Bute will no 
longer automatically take 
place when more than 20 
representations are lodged 
with the local authority.

Members of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Public 
Planning and Licensing 
Committee agreed a new 
criteria-based approach after 
hearing evidence that the 

current number threshold 
protocol is being abused.

A report explained that 
the current system was 
open to manipulation and 
people were submitting 
representations for the sole 
purpose of triggering a 
hearing process. 

The new criteria system 
will assess applications 
on their individual merits 
taking into consideration 

the complexity of the case, 
its relevance to the local 
development plan, volume 
of representations received 
relative to the size of the 
community and the level of 
controversy involved.

PPSL committee that a 
public hearing should only 
take place if ‘it adds value 
to the decision making 
process.’

However the move was 
met with apprehension by 
Councillor Robin Currie 
who said he did not want 
to see these decisions made 
behind closed doors.

‘Visiting the ground is 
different to reading from 
the papers, he said. ‘I 
haven’t had a hearing where 
I haven’t learnt something 
from it.’

A total of 14 pre-

determination hearings 
have been held since the 
2006 Planning Act came 
into effect on August 3.

The steady increase in 
hearings has raised concern 

say the associated workload 
is reducing performance.

It is hoped the new 
system, which takes effect 
immediately, will result in a 

Council change planning public hearing procedure to speed-up service

BUSINESSES on Mull are bracing themselves for a 
busy spring and summer after the island was featured on 
the BBC television nature programme Autumnwatch.

Helen Dewar, visitor services team leader in the 
Craignure VisitScotland Information Centre, said: ‘So 
far we have not observed a marked increase in our foot-
fall or number of enquiries, but it has only been a few 
days since Autumnwatch was broadcast. 

‘We do expect the fantastic coverage generated by the 
programme to have an impact on enquiries and footfall 
over the coming weeks and months.’

A spokesman for  Holiday Mull, the islands accom-
modation website, said they had been inundated with 
requests for information, causing some island websites 
to have the highest recorded hits since they were set up.

at Scottish Sea Farms, Isle of Mull has been short listed 
for the BBC Farmer of the Year Award in this year’s 
BBC Food and Farming Awards. 

The award ceremony will be hosted by Radio Four’s 
Food Programme presenter Sheila Dillon and will take 
place on Wednesday, November 24, at the BBC Good 
Food Show at the Birmingham NEC. 

Joining host Sheila Dillon at the event to present 

presenter John Craven; chef James Martin; chef Angela 
Hartnett; chef, presenter and Chef’s Adopt a School 
Brian Turner; chef Mark Hix; former Blur member 
turned cheese maker Alex James; BBC Two’s An Edible 
Adventure presenter Stefan Gates; comedian and BBC 
One’s Britain’s Most Disgusting Food presenter Alex 
Riley; and Oz Clarke who will present this year’s new 
award category for Best Drinks Producer.

THE ORGANISERS of Mull Rally 2010 have been 
praised for all their hard work in putting on a successful 
event this year.

Mull Community Council has sent a letter of thanks to 
the committee. 

run Mull Rally next year.

A MEETING with all tour organisers using roads on the 
Isle of Mull is being organised.

Mull Community Council is contacting each of the 
operators in an attempt to discuss and resolve problems 
with passing places.

PARENTS from Ulva Ferry School are complaining that 
the road marked as ‘option one’ for school children is 
often an impassable road.

As you can see from this picture, taken in February 
2010, the rural school is often cut off for days. The 
‘option two’ road along the Burg on the B8073 also 
remained snow bound during a two week period. 

BLOOD donors in Oban 
and the surrounding area 
turned out in force last week 
as the Blood Transfusion 
Service came to the town’s 
Corran Halls.

During two days there 
were 307 donors, which 
pleased Joyce Campbell, the 
Blood Transfusion Service 
session manager in Oban.

Joyce added: ‘We were 
really pleased with the turn-
out from Oban, especially 
considering we were there 
for a shorter period of time 
on Wednesday.

‘We had 184 donations on 
the Thursday, which was 20 
more than we had expected.’

Blood donors
turn out in Oban

SMALL birds from colder 
climes are causing quite a stir 
around the west coast.

Russian waxwings are drawn 
to the area by berries found on 
Scottish trees which seem to 
be the birds favourite foods.

One such tree is found in the 

birds are roosting there.
The berry trees, are also 

under attack, in Station Square 
are also attracting a lot of 
attention as the waxwings strip 
the trees of berries.

Waxwings are eye-catching 
birds, about the size of a plump 
starling, but pinky-brown in 
colour with striking markings 
and ‘a punk-rocker’ crest. 

Small numbers travel to 
the UK every year from 
their breeding grounds in 

Scandinavia and Northern 
Russia.

of the birds appear in what is 
termed an ‘irruption’.  This 
mass invasion is temporary, 
and is probably caused by a 
shortage of berries in their 
winter-feeding grounds. 

RSPB Scotland’s Keith 
Morton, said: ‘People often 
get a bit of a shock when 
they see waxwings, as they 
really are quite spectacular-

looking birds. They also seem 
to be quite unconcerned about 
hanging about in busy places, 
so it’s perfectly possible 
to see them in your garden 
or even an Oban or Fort 
William supermarket car park, 
basically, anywhere that has 
berry bushes or trees.

‘Irruptions involve large 
numbers of waxwings 
appearing in the UK, 
sometimes in several waves 
over the autumn and early 
winter. If the Scottish berry 
crop is good these will stay 
and often break up into smaller 

‘We used to estimate that this 
would happen perhaps once 
every ten years but there is no 
doubt that irruptions are getting 
more frequent and involving 
larger numbers.  We don’t 

really know the reason for this, 
but one possible explanation 
might be that climate change 
has resulted in less consistent 
weather patterns, which could 
result in more unpredictable 
berry crops.  But it might just 
also be that the birds are having 
more productive breeding 
seasons – for whatever reason 
– and putting extra pressure 
on the northern berry crops so 
that they’re having to ‘irrupt’ 
from Scandinavia more often 
in search of food.’

Numbers of waxwings in 
Scotland are likely to peak 
over the next few weeks 

country heading south and 
west. However, the birds 
often appear again in the early 
spring as they make their way 
back home. 

Spectacular waxwings arrive in Scotland in search of food

Not only would the six 

the view, but they could also 
cause unnecessary additional 
congestion on a bridge that 
already sees its fair share of 

months.
Furthermore, they say 

the route itself isn’t safe, 
believing the path at 
the bridge in particular 
is not wide enough to 
accommodate both a cyclist 
and a pedestrian.

They’re now calling for 
Transport Scotland, which 
proposed the route, to 

redirect the path to go along 
the old road behind the 
Oyster Inn - emerging near 
the base of the bridge - and 
for other plans to be put in 
place for crossing Connel 
Bridge.

The general manager of 
the Oyster Inn Hotel, James 
McEachern, said the view 
of the Falls of Lora is one of 
its biggest draws. 

He added: ‘Customers 
can sit here for 45 minutes 
after their meal just staring 
outside. They comment at 
breakfast at what it must be 
like to wake up to the view 
we have.

there? It’s not worth thinking 
about.

‘It would be disastrous and 
we may as well have a hotel 
in the city centre, as it will 
cause lorries and buses to sit 
there blocking the view.

‘You don’t even need them. 
In Appin, for example, they 
just have two road signs 
warning of cyclists.

‘The fact is that there’s 
little or no thought gone into 
this,’ said Mr McEachern.  

‘They’re trying their 
hardest to get this pushed 
through before their funding 
is cut.’

Sandy Dunlop, the 
chairman of Connel 
Community Council, said: 
‘The community council 
has had a meeting with 
the Oyster Inn to discuss 

this and have since put our 
suggestions to Transport 
Scotland.

‘We have a number 
of objections and hope 
to address them with a 
meeting.’

A spokeswoman for 
Transport Scotland said: 
‘Securing the safety and 
convenience of pedestrians 
and cyclists and other 
vulnerable road users is 

priority at Connel. 
‘We are meeting with 

Connel Community Council 
to explore options for the 
National Cycle Network 
along and across the busy 
A828 and A85 trunk roads 
at the Oyster Inn.’
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Lorn Lines
OBAN Photographic Club welcomed a large turnout of 
members for its weekly meeting in the Regent Hotel, 
Oban, on Monday November 8, when the speaker was 
local professional photographer Cameron Harris, of 
Highland Photos.

Mr Harris explained how to improve digital images 
and how he goes about processing images from taking 

evening. He also showed some of his own favourite im-
ages. The next club meeting is on  November 22 when 
the results of the ‘Looking up’ competition with judge 
Philip Price will be announced. It is also the hand-in 
date for ‘the most commercially viable image’ competi-
tion, the subject of which is ‘Transport’.

IN  absence of president Archie Macphail, the vice-
president, Frank Walton, assumed the role for the recent 
meeting of Oban Speakers Club. 

Members heard about subjects as diverse as Old Fash-

Scotland from speakers Jim Young, Guido Faccenda 
and Jim Fraser. They and their critics Alex Clark, Tom 

chairman Donald Macaskill.
In the second half of the evening topics chairman Roy 

Wood gave a series of interesting and challenging top-
ics to Cameron Fletcher, Alex Clark, Tom Clegg, Bill 
Leech, Peter Abbott and John Maclean.

Timekeeper for the evening was Bill Leech and the 

The next meeting will  be tonight (November 18) in 
the Regent Hotel at 8pm.

AT  Oban and Lorn Horticultural Society AGM, 
in the Church Centre, Glencruitten Road, Oban, of-

Kirkpatrick; vice president, Fiona Morrison; secretary, 
Maimie Morrison; treasurer, Sandra Grieve.

Rhododendron Show, Saturday May 21; Annual Flower 

LORN Garden Club was delighted to welcome Jamie 
Taggert, of Linn Botanic Gardens, for its second autumn 
and winter series talk.

Jamie impressed the good-sized gathering of old and 
new club members with his fascinating insight to the 
botany of plants that are grown in Linn Botanic Gar-
dens, near Helensburgh.

Jamie also described the wide array of beautiful au-
tumn colours available for gardeners on the west coast. 
His slides included many he had collected himself from 

seed and opened a discussion of the means of seed sav-
ing and propagation so that the avid gardeners present 
could create an autumn array of colour. The evening was 
rounded off with tea and home-made cakes.

A FASHION show being held tonight, Thursday, might 
be a tonic for your wardrobe.

Pauline Cameron will launch her new business while 
raising money for Oban Parish Church. 

She says the clothes on offer are for women of all ages, 
at a cost to suit every pocket.

Pauline said she wanted to introduce the latest trends in 
fashion and fabric from a range of unique and affordable 
vintage, second hand and fairly traded sources. 

‘I decided to set up a new personal styling and shopping 

can afford,’ she said.  
‘Women of all ages are encouraged to bring friends to 

share a great night out and raise much-needed funds for 
the parish’s development fund.’ 

Spurdog conservation 
hooks dozens of anglers 
and Sunart to take part in a 
two-day spurdog tagging 
project.

boat, shore and kayaks, 

Sunart.
The event was organised 

by the Scottish Sea Anglers 
Conservation Network 
(SSACN), in association 
with the Scottish Shark 
Tagging Programme, as part 
of a campaign to protect 
the species – a type of 
small shark – and allow its 
numbers to thrive.

And while plenty of 
spurdogs were landed, many 

with tags. However, with a 
record number of anglers 
taking part, organisers 
declared it a success.

SSACN’s Jamie Soons, 
who spent the weekend at 

many were quite small.
‘However, it is not just 

about tagging – it is also 
about raising awareness and 
to get folk thinking about 
why we are out tagging in 

‘Unlike competitions, this 
was a much more social 
occasion, with many like-

minded people getting 
together to do something to 
protect the species.’

Some anglers had travelled 
from as far as the north west 

the event, and conditions 

Despite the small size of 
the spurdogs caught during 

the event, James Thorburn, 

SSACN, said valuable data 
could still be collected, even 
if they were not tagged.

As well as measuring the 
length and girth of each 
spurdog, he took clippings 
from their tails to be used in 
DNA research.

‘We caught a lot of 

juveniles and immature 
females. The data relating to 
their size will become part 
of the conservation project.

‘The clippings taken 
for DNA will be used for 
population integration work, 
which gives us an idea of 
how isolated the spurdog 
populations are from each 
other along the west coast of 

Scotland and maybe further 

The conservation network’s 
next event will be a three-
day tagging campaign on 
Loch Crinan, Mid Argyll, 
in April next year, and will 
focus on skate.  For more 
details on the conservation 
network’s campaigns, go to 
www.ssacn.org. 

by STUART LAUNDY
slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

James Thorburn, shark project officer with the Scottish Sea Anglers Conservation Network, holds up one of 
the small spurdogs caught during the two-day tagging event. 07_t47spurdog04

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

safe when she returns to her home, after it was 
broken into, a court was told.

‘That is a dreadful legacy you have left this 
woman who has recently been widowed and is  
trying to cope with that, when this happened,’ 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC told Peter Alexander 
at Campbeltown Sheriff Court as she sentenced 
him to a total of 12 months in jail.

Alexander, aged 48, whose address was 

Campbeltown, had previously admitted breaking 
into the property near Ballygrant, Islay, between 
March 25 and 28 this year.

Forensic examination at the scene pointed to 
the offence being committed by Alexander.

At an earlier hearing, the court heard that 
Alexander had smashed a window to get into 
the house and cut himself. He had forced open a 
writing desk where things had been moved about 
but nothing had been taken.

The court heard that his victim told police 

she frequently feels scared when returning home 
after being out’.

Alexander’s defence agent said his client 
‘was thoroughly disgusted with himself and he 
had been disowned by his own elderly mother 

who lived on the island’. Alexander, a chronic 
alcoholic, also admitted stealing the cash box 
from the public telephone at Campbeltown 

When it was noticed the box was missing, staff 
checked the closed circuit television tapes and 
saw Alexander take it.

it’s on camera, it’s on camera. There is not two 
of me about.’

Sheriff Anderson sent Alexander down for 
eight months for the housebreaking and another 
four months for the theft of the cash from the 
telephone.

12-month sentence for alcoholic who broke into OAP’s home

in Oban, Fort William, 
Campbeltown and 
Lochgilphead closed their 
doors for the last time on 
Wednesday when its parent 
company shut up shop.

(Retail) Ltd were told last 
week that there would be no 
repeat of earlier delays to the 
closures and they were to 
pack up the remaining stock 
for return to the suppliers.

There is now concern 
among staff about the 

future. There has been no 
indication that there will be 
any redundancy payments 
for long-term employees.

One staff member, who 
has worked at Intersport 

unsure what lies ahead. 

very little.  Nobody has 
said anything to us about 
redundancy payments, so 
we don’t know whether 
we’re likely to get anything. 
A colleague said we might 
end up having to go through 

the government to try and 
get something. We just don’t 
know what’s happening.’

Phones at Sport Centre 
(Retail) Ltd, based in 
Saltcoats, were not being 
answered at the time of 
going to press.

Children from Lismore Primary 
School took a special trip to Appin 
as part of a fun-filled week of 
activities to get them thinking 
about their lunch.

The highlight of the day was 
seeing the Pier House’s chef Derek 
MacLean cook the catch of the day 
for the youngsters.

Hazel MacComick, catering 
manager for the island school’s 
eight pupils said: ‘We had a really 
good day at the Pier House. It was 
the culmination of a week-long 
series of events to promote the fun 
of healthy eating.’
16_t47lismore1

Pupils tuck into 
week of healthy 
eating activities

and learning speakers and 
singers of the language 
together for an ecumenical 
service of praise.

Fèis Latharna’s Gaelic 
singing group has been 
invited along with pupils 
from Oban’s Gaelic medium 
unit and Oban Gaelic Choir 
plus others to participate 
in a Gaelic church service 
on Sunday November 21 

Church on Glencruitten 
Road, Oban.

share in the service.

Gaelic service

Mix-up over names 
sparks confusion
CONFUSION over trad-
ing names has lead to false 
rumours that a national live-

Commonly known as 
United Auctions, UA 
Livestock Limited operates 
marts throughout Argyll and 
Scotland. While it is in good 
health and enjoying boom-
ing trade, a different yet 
similarly known company, 

-

into administration.
That has led to some 

rumours that the auctioneers 
were in a precarious state.

Managing director of 
UA Livestock Ltd (West) 

present day United Auctions 
currently serving western 
Scotland is in very good 
shape and is not affected in 

-
ship. UA Livestock is not 

-

The only connection be-

that UA Livestock rent the 
Stirling auction house from 
the UA Group. That deal is 
currently unaffected.

Police used CS spray  
after disturbance

on a variety of charges, 
including an alleged assault, 
following an incident at 

town centre pub.
The men, aged 22, 29 and 

of the peace and failing to 
leave a licensed premises 
when asked to do so.

Vandals smash     
car windscreen
OBAN police are seeking 
information after the 
windscreen of a car, in 
Dalintart Drive, was 
smashed.

The incident occurred 
between 5.15pm last Friday 
and 1pm the following day.

Contact Oban police 

Couple bring cheer to troops in Afghanistan
AN OBAN couple are 
gathering donations of 
everyday items for soldiers 
serving in Afghanistan, with 
everything from socks to dog 
treats wanted.

Bex Beuschier and husband 
Graham, of Glencruitten, 
started collecting goods for 
a parcel after Bex’s brother, 
Andy Welsh, aged 46, a 
Lieutenant Colonel with the 
Royal Artillery, was sent to 
Helmand Province for a nine-
month tour of duty.

His regiment has been co-
located with both The Argyll  
and Southern Highland 
Fusiliers, and the 2nd 
Battallion, The Royal Regiment 
of Scotland – complete with a 
few lads from the Oban area.

But the Salisbury soldier has 

asked his sister to help with 
some basic home comforts to 
help our boys do their job.

Bex says the parcels would 
provide a big boost to morale.

‘They’re needing basic 
things, such as desk fans 
because of the heat and 
humidity, magazines, DVDs, 
even shower gel and socks. 

‘They get blisters with just 
one pair of socks, so they need 
cotton-rich socks to put on 
under their own. 

‘There can sometimes be a lot 
of hanging around too, so the 
magazines make the waiting a 
lot easier.

‘We’re even hoping to get 
some dog treats for the sniffer 

need a treat too,’ added Bex.
The troops are also looking 

such as  fresh coffee and Post-

greeting cards to send to family 
members during their tour.

Bex said the items, which 
are taken for granted here, can 
make a massive difference to 
morale on the front lines.

‘I think when they’ve got 
them before they say it’s like 
Christmas. Having these items 
makes doing the job much 
easier.’

Street, where Graham works, 
has agreed to send a two 
kilogram parcel to Afghanistan 
free of charge. If you’d like 
to donate goods to the Royal 
Artillery, you can contact 
Graham at the Albany Street 

Bex and Graham Beuschier 
hold a picture of Bex’s 
brother, Lieutenant Colonel 
Andy Welsh. 15_t46bexgra1

Trio held after 
incident in pub

CS spray to control a group 
of men who were causing 
a disturbance outside a 
licensed premises in Shore 
Street.

Police attended the scene at 
about 1am on Saturday and 

started between three men, 

The men were arrested on a 
breach of the peace charge.

Carers urged to 
give their views

to give their views about the 
services provided by Argyll 
and Bute Council, NHS 
Highland, Carers’ Centres 
and other voluntary and 
independent organisations at 
one of a series of consultation 
events.

They will be held at the Mid 
Argyll Hospital Conference 
Rooms, Lochgilphead, on 

Centre, Stewart Road, 
Campbeltown, on December 

Service Point, Jamieson 
Street, Islay, on December 

Resource Centre, Aros, Mull, 

2pm and Corran Halls Studio 

4pm.

Burnside Joiners & Builders
c/o M.R.C - Barcaldine near Oban - Argyll

In the trade for over 35 years

Tel/Fax: 01631 720789 Mob: 077191 58777
www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Fencing

Decking

Renovations

Fitted Kitchen

Summer
Houses

Wooden Cabins

Quality Sheds

Chalets

Houses

Garages

Customers are very 
welcome to call and 
look at the finished 
products.
We will be delighted to 
help you.
Distance no object!
Delivery to the islands 
Prices start from 
£495 plus vat

We also do other joinery work:

• Loft conversions • Chalets • Window Fitters 
• Sheds • Dormer Windows • Dog Kennels • Decking 
• Kit Erectors • Renovations • Kitchen’s • Cabins

ALL SHEDS

FOR
OAP’S

(offer
 val

id until c
hrist

mas 2
010

)

10%
OFF

If you buy a shed 

from us you will receive 

a FREE Planter or Bird 

House worth £30

(While stock lasts)

Garages from £1,875

HURRY B
EFORE

THE VAT JUMP!

BAGS OF 

KINDLING

 £2.50 each

BUY 3 FOR THE 

PRICE OF 2
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 
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Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of 
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West 
Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code of Conduct. The 
views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Clydebank ceildih
THE NOVEMBER
ceilidh at Clydebank had 
an interesting variety of 
Gaelic singers.

It featured two Gold 
Medallists, with just 
less than 40 years 
between their winning 
performances, and a young 
lady still at school. 

This year’s medallist, 
Iain MacLean, deputised 
at the last minute. His 
fellow medallist was Iain 
Carmichael who won 
his medal in 1961. Both 
showed they were worthy 
recipients of their awards 

evening secretary Mairi
Howieson joined Iain 
Carmichael for a duet.

member of Falkirk Junior 
Gaelic Choir and a senior 
pupil at Knightswood 
School of Music and 
Dance, sang beautifully.  

Pauline Cochrane, 
accompanied by Carol 
MacLean, also sang and 
the instrumentalist for the 
evening was accordionist 
Fiona Johnstone. 

In the absence of a 
piper, accompanist 
Kirsteen Grant played for 
community singing at the 
start of both halves of the 
concert which was chaired 
by Alasdair MacCuish.

Ceol’s Craic
THIS month’s meeting 
of the Gaelic Club will 
take place in the CCA on 
Saturday November 20 

public performance in 33 
years of the MacDonald
Sisters.

The evening will 
celebrate the recent release 
on CD of their digitally 
re-mastered complete 
recordings.

St Andrew’s Day 
celebrations
A WEEKEND of music 
and dance will be held 
in George Square on 
Saturday, November 27, 
and Sunday, November 28.  

On Saturday from 7pm 
to 10pm, the music for the 
shindig will be provided 
by bands including the 
Vatersay Boys, Face the 
West and Clanadonia 
while on Sunday the Big 
Family Ceilidh, from 4pm 
to 7pm, will feature Trail 
West and Kilter. Both 
events are free. 

St Andrew’s in the 
Square will feature Fergie 
MacDonald on Friday 
November 26 and then 
on Monday November 29 
Donald Black and guests 
will take to the stage. 
More details next week. 

Gaelic Forum
THIRTY six people 
attended the recent 
meeting of Glasgow 
Gaelic Forum to hear how 
the implementation of the 
city council’s Glasgow 
Gaelic Plan is progressing 
and to get feedback 
from the city’s Gaelic 
community.  

The audience heard 
presentations from the City 
Council and Glasgow Life. 

restrictions, it is hoped to 
proceed with initiatives 

young people. There will 
be a further meeting in six 
months.

Fred Morrison
MASTER piper Fred 
will be playing in the 

clubhouse at Hillhead 
Sports Club on Hughenden 
Road on Friday, November 
26, with doors open at 
7pm.

Local band Sanna will 
provide the support. 

Echoes of Oban
AFTER the success 
last year of this event, 
which features the piping 
prizewinners from the 
Argyllshire Gathering,  
the College of Piping, 
on Otago Street, will be 
the place to be for all 
supporters of piping on 
Saturday, November 27, 
at 7pm. 

Diary dates
Thursday November 
18: Tiree Association 
Annual Concert, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 7.30pm. Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm. Tom 
Kitchen and Gren Bartley,  
Chris Stout and Catriona 
MacKay, Tolbooth, 
Stirling, 8pm.
Friday November 
19: Tiree Association 
Annual Dance, Glasgow 
University Union, 
9pm. Uist and Barra 
Association, Annual 
Dance, Glynhill Hotel, 
Renfrew, 7.30pm. Last 
date to buy tickets for 
Comunn Taobh an Iar 
Haggis Supper, telephone 
0141 942 4495.
Saturday November 
20: Ceol’s Craic, CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street - see 
above. Highlander’s Club 
Dance, Partick Burgh 
Hall, 8pm, Donnie and 
Diane’s Band. Clann 
Gaidhlig, Gaelic Day, 
University of West of 
Scotland, Paisley, 10am 
to 4pm. Stirling branch of 
An Comunn Gaidhealach 
ceilidh, Lesser Albert Hall, 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 
25: Live at the Star, St 
Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Archie Fisher,  
Comunn Taobh an Iar, 
Haggis Supper, Ellen 
McGowan Social Club, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm.
Friday November 26:
Glasgow Sutherland 
Association, Annual 
Dinner, West of Scotland 
Rugby Club, Milngavie,
7.30pm for 8pm. Fred 
Morrison, Hillhead Sports 
Club - see above.
Saturday November 
27: Echoes of Oban, 
College of Piping, 7pm 
- see above. St Columba’s 
Church of Scotland, 
Christmas Sale, 11am to 
1pm. Karen Matheson,
Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh.  
Shindig - see above.
Sunday November 28:
Shindig - see above.

Pub scene
WITH this being the 
weekend of the Tiree 
Association’s annual 
celebrations in the city, 
musicians from the island 
will feature in both the 
Park Bar and the Islay Inn.  

In the former, Gunna 
Sound will play 
throughout the day and on 
Saturday evening as well 
as on Sunday, while in the 
Islay Inn Trail West will 
provide the music on both 
Saturday and Sunday.  

On Friday it will be 
Eriskay Lilt in the Park 
Bar and Seven Sons in the 
Islay Inn. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

Reader Mrs MacIntyre submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows members of Oban
Congregational Church Badminton Club at their dance in 1959. Back row, left to right: Donnie MacIntyre; 

Willie Hay; Margaret Pollok; Jackie McCallum; unknown; Betty McPhee; Donnie McPhee; unknown; unknown. 
Front: unknown; Morag MacIntyre; Jessie McCallum; Ann Boyd and Marie Sheely. We invite readers to send 
in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 

number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban badminton club dance - 1959

Act now to 
save Oban            
Armistice
Parade
Sir,
It was with shock and great 
sadness I was told at the war 
memorial on Sunday that this 
was the last Armistice parade 
for Oban and surrounding 
areas because of a lack of 
funds and lack of members 
at the Royal British Legion.

On the return from the 
memorial, I got talking 
to several ex-servicemen, 
shall we say the younger 
age group like me, and they 
were just as shocked to hear 
the news. 

There seems to be an 
overall lack of awareness 
about this within the ex-
servicemen and women in 
our community - I include 
myself in this. 

This needs to be remedied 
as soon as possible to save 
what is a very important 
day in our calendars, and 
to ensure our children 

have been made to allow 
them the freedoms we all 
take so much for granted.

The legion in Oban has 
done a fantastic job and I feel 
with the help of us who are 
of the younger generation of 
the armed services it would 
be possible to continue this 
important tradition and keep 
the legion going.

So all you ex-servicemen 
\women and all those 
who wish to support this 
honourable cause, please 
contact me on chris_
rydings@yahoo.co.uk.

I will arrange a location and 
set up a meeting to discuss 
this and hopefully ensure 
that, if possible, we continue 
to honour this day for those 
with whom we have served 
with and for those who have 

Chris Rydings, address 
supplied.

Free use of      
Corran Halls
Sir, 
I was surprised at the article 
in your November 11 edition 
highlighting the hire of the 
Corran Halls was free for the 
Labour Party. 

This, I believe, is not an 
unusual practice. 

Councils, in the face of 
competition, make the 
decision of a free hire and 
thus accrue commercial 

in the low season. 
This was the second 

occasion the Scottish Labour 
Party conferenced in Oban. 
They must have remembered 
the professionalism and 

which was once again 
evident.

The publicity for Oban, 
locally and nationally, will 

organisations will take note 
and make Oban a regular 
conference centre. 
K MacIntyre, 5 Laggan 
Road, Oban. 

Don’t close Ulva 
Primary School
Sir,
I am writing to you as a 
parent of  ex-pupils of Ulva 
Primary School on the island 
of Mull.

I was also chairperson 
on the school board the 

proposed for closure. I am 
deeply concerned about the 
journey Argyll and Bute 
Council is proposing for 
children in this school. It is 
suggested that Ulva pupils 
travel over the Torloisk to 
Dervaig hill road.  This road 
is regularly blocked in winter 
and the alternative is to use 
the Torloisk to  Dervaig via 
Calgary road. 

This journey is more 
than 45 minutes, taken 

The hill road was closed 
for nearly a month last year 
and the alternative route 
was also closed. When do 
the council start treating 
journeys as dangerous 
for young children? What 
happens when snow starts 
to fall in the afternoon and 
the roads block? Where do 
the children stay? The roads 
mentioned are not gritted 
and according to the council 
will not be gritted this winter. 
There is no phone signal on 
the hill road, and on a major 
part of the Calgary road.

This school is the focal 
point of the community. It is 
the only place that everyone 
can meet. There is now a 
vibrant young population 
in this area, encouraged to 
live there because of the 
school. Closing this school 

Same underlying 
problems in West 
Highlands
THE FRENCH have 
a phrase for it which 
translated says: ‘The more 
there is change, the more 
we remain the same’. 

This came to mind when 
we were reminded in last 
week’s issue that The Oban 
Times will be celebrating 
its 150th birthday next year 
and I began to think about 
what the state of Scotland, 
and the West Highlands 
in particular, was at that 
time, compared to what it is 
currently. 

It was as great surprise 
when I came to the 
conclusion that, despite 
all the progress we should 
have made, we still have 
the underlying problems 
that were common even 
then.

We still have young 
people who would like 
to return home after 

employment.
Of course we have The 

University of the Highlands 
and Islands Millennium
Institute - hopefully soon 
to be the University of 
the Highlands and Islands 
- and the European Bio-
Diversity Laboratory at the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science complex at 
Dunstaffnage. 

The former enables those 
who don’t want to leave 
the area to acquire degree 

offers a marvellous range 
of jobs for those with 

However, there is still 

we have age balanced 
communities with a range 
of employment that will 
attract those who, in turn, 
will be the leaders of the 
future.

Looking back to 1851, 
Oban itself had grown 
rapidly through the coming 
of steam ships from the 
Clyde and, later, the 
railway. 

There was the tourist 
craze of travelling to the 
Inner and Outer Hebrides 
to see how backward and 
quaint the natives were and 
how they were dominated 
by cruel, harsh lairds who 
were wont to drive them 
from their crofts to make 
way for sheep. 

This threat was ever-
present in large parts of the 
West Highlands and, many 
families did accept that 
being dumped in Canada, 
the United States, Australia 
or New Zealand could be to 
their advantage. 

As far as the lairds were 
concerned there were, and 
always will be, ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ among them, 
but few were as ‘bad’ as 
some modern, politically 
motivated historians have 
pictured them.

In the middle of the 19th 
century there wasn’t a 
comprehensive education 
programme to teach even 
the ‘three Rs’.

What there was depended 
on the churches, especially 
the Episcopalians, who 
provided schools at places 
such as Ballachulish and 
should be given recognition 
for it. 

Contrast that with today’s 
campaign in Argyll and 
Bute where the local 
authority seems to have 
the most convoluted 
reasons for wanting to 
close primary schools in 
particular.

Close a school - 
end a community
I MAKE no apology for 
returning to the current 
proposals to close a 
number of primary 
schools, including some 
which are perfectly 
acceptable as their current 
and future rolls do not 
seem to justify their 
continuance and there are 
alternative facilities within 
a reasonable distance.

Remember tots of three 
years of age going to pre-
school classes are entitled 
to the same consideration 
as those who have to be 
transported by law.

I was lucky enough 
to visit Luing Primary 
School at the weekend 
in the company of Mike
Russell who made it very 
clear he was not there as 
the Scottish Education 
Minister as he cannot
interfere with the local 

But he did explain 
what processes have to 
be completed before the 
school can be closed, as 
did Councillor Roddy 
MacCuish.

I can say without fear of 
contradiction that Luing 
Primary School is one of 

and forward-thinking head 
teacher. 

It would be a travesty 
of everything good in 
primary education if this 
school were to close. 

Likewise, Barcaldine 
Primary School where its 
sole fault seems to be the 
fact it is very successful 
and forward thinking but 
has just the right number 
-24 - to be transferred 
to Lochnell Primary 
School where there are 24 
vacancies.

At the end of the day, 
if all were to be closed it 
would mean a saving of 
just £2 million, leaving the 

education budget - such 
are the magnitude of the 
cuts this council claims it 
has to make. 

Watch out everyone 
involved in social work 
and elderly care - you are 
next.

A life on the land 
- ‘Up The Airy 
Mountain’
WORRIED about what to 
give  a friend or relative 
for Christmas? 

Your problem can be 
solved by buying Ian 
Weir’s ‘Up The Airy 
Mountain’ which tells 
the story of a ‘boy’s 
upbringing in rural Argyll’. 

It is wonderfully and 
humorously written.

It is only 108 pages long 
but as I read it I could hear 
Ian telling his stories  in 
his inimitable way: many 
laughs but great sensitivity 
where misfortune or death  
comes unexpectedly.

It has an excellent 
foreword by Peter 
MacLeod with an 
endorsement by Charles 
Kennedy MP and costs 
less than a tenner. 

It is obtainable at many 
outlets in Oban and 
district as well as from 
Oban’s biggest bookshop.                                                                                           

will rip the heart out and be 
the death of yet another rural 
community.
Pamela MacColl, Glen-
gorm.

Unrealistic journey 
for young pupils
Sir,
I write regarding the proposed 
closure of Lochdonhead 
Primary School on the Isle 
of Mull.

We have four children 
based in Lochbuie. If the 
school closes, Argyll and 
Bute Council expects them 
to travel to Salen daily, a 
journey that will take more 
than one hour each way but 
that the council thinks is 
possible within 45 minutes.

cannot manage their own 
seatbelts. Then the bus will 
pick up two further children 
in Lochbuie who again will 
need their seatbelts checked 
so we are now 10 minutes 
into the journey.

There is now a distance of 
24.6 miles to travel, 7.7 miles 

roads on which the council’s 
transport manager suggests 
a speed of 27mph, therefore 
taking 17 minutes. The rest 
of the journey is on an A 
road where the speed limit 
is 50mph so will take 20 
minutes - a total journey 
time of 47 minutes. 

But the bus will need to 
pick up a further 10 children 
between Lochbuie and Salen 
– adding further time to this 
journey.  I have also omitted 

The council is only allowing 
one minute per child per 
pick up. That does not work 
in practice.  This journey 
is not achievable within 45 
minutes. We did this journey 
in a car last week. It took 48 
minutes from the road end in 
Lochbuie to the Salen Hotel 
without any stops.

Lochbuie and Croggan 
will become no go areas 
for anyone wishing to live 
there as a family.  Argyll 
and Bute Council is killing 
off yet another rural area of 
Scotland.  I suggest it looks 

inaccurate.
Sarah Leggett, mother of 
Charlotte and Henry, and
Flora Corbett, mother 
of Harry and Grace, due 
to start school in August 
2011.

Wind farm would 
blight community
Sir, 
I was disappointed by your 
article last week on the 
meeting in Seil Island Hall 
on November 3.

There was standing room 
only at the meeting, where 
nearly 100 local residents 
voiced their concerns about 
Rory Young’s proposal 

to erect 11 256 foot wind 
turbines, which will loom 
over our community and 
blight a noted beauty spot 
vital to tourism.

Your article does not 
mention that some turbines 
will be within 500 metres 
of homes. I understand that 
this is to become illegal in 
England under legislation 
going through Parliament.

Alas, not so in Scotland. 
As far as I know Mr Young
was not at the meeting. If 
he was, he did not make 

no-one to whom he made 
the offer of transporting us 
to a wind farm. Also, the 
quietest turbines suitable for 
this landscape will still have 
noise impact. Perhaps your 
newspaper could ask Mr
Young how many millions 
he expects to make from the 
turbines? And whether he 
himself will be living where 
you can see and hear them? 
Eileen Colston, Clachan 
Seil.

Future use of The 
White Building
Sir,
A great many of us within 
Argyll and Bute are 
aware and appreciative of 
the enormous work and 
commitment undertaken by 
our elected councillors.

The mud slingers should 
stand out from behind 
the parapet. The current 
councillors would probably 
vote for them - then stand 
back!

The volunteers who run The 
Community Charity Shop in 
The White Building, North 
Pier, Oban, wish to thank the 
local area committee for the 
free use of this council-owned 
building over the past year. 

good organisations in our 
community.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
now put The White Building 
on the market, once more.  
Our councillors have made 
it very clear they are fully 
aware of the importance of 
this asset in both enterprise 
and community use terms.

MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust has initiated a survey 
of the local population to 
identify the most popular 
future use for this building.  
Once completed, the results 
of the survey will made 
public and will hopefully 
be of value in the decision 
making process.

To have your say on the 
White Building collect 
a survey form from The 
Community Charity Shop 
or visit www.surveymonkey.
com/s/3S3RFM5.
Graham MacQueen, 
Garry MacEwan and 
Linda Fraser, Trustees, 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust. 

Powering ahead?
WHATEVER one’s views on the pro’s and cons of 
renewable energy, if development of the scale being 
suggested off the west coast goes ahead, Oban must be in 
the best position to take advantage of any spin-offs.

The shear scale of the wind, wave and tidal projects 
being mooted behind closed doors could prove a 
substantial boon to the town - but only if it is in a position 
to capitalise.

Improving infrastructure around the town is an absolute 
must if the boom times really do materialise.

These proposals have yet to leave the drawing board 
and it will be interesting to monitor their progress during 
the coming weeks, months and years - and the impact 
they have on Oban.
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CHILDREN at Achaleven Primary School rolled up their 
sleeves to give their Rainbow Garden a facelift, with a little 
help from Homebase, Oban, which donated paint to the 
school.

The pupils also visited Cruachan Power Station as part 
of their environmental Ttpic and were taken on a tour by 
former Taynuilt policeman Davy Paterson. 

The school has had support from the GRAB Trust and 
ALIenenrgy as part of the topic. The children now plan to 
challenge their parents, friends and the local community to 
a Beat the Experts afternoon on November 26.

THE SALEN branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Rural
Institute (SWRI) recently 
held its annual fancy dress 
party.

Master of ceremonies was 
John Coyle, the judges were 
Ian Worton and Charlotte 
Renton and the music 
was provided by Sandy 
MacAuley. 

Winners: Under Fives, 
Original – 1 Jenny and Ellen
Paterson, Mickey Girls; 
2 Lily and Clara Howitt,
Cowgirls; 3 Ella MacRae,
Mickey. Picturesque – 1 Mia 
Proud, Puss in Boots; 2 Ella
MacLean, Pumpkin Girl; 3 
Noah Gawthorpe, Knight. 
Topical – 1 Dominic Hill,
Pumpkin.

– 1 Shannon Tangy, Smartie; 
2 Luke Grieves, Pirate; 
3 Tanika and Matthew 
Hayman, Hansel and Gretel. 
Topical – 1 Ewan MacVicar, 
Ghost; 2 Amy Brown, Devil
Mask; 3 Toby Gawthorpe, 
Witch.

Age nine to 13, Original 

– 1 Arran Paterson and Mia 
Proud; 2 Scott Paterson, 
Harry Hill; 3 Claire Tilley, 
Kellogs. Picturesque – 1 
Scott Thompson, Dr Who; 2 
Poppy Sedquick, Forgotten 
Doll; 3 Ben Smith, Gilly. 
Topical – 1 Daisy Segquick, 
Witch with Hat; 2 Kyle 
Braid, Axe man.

Age 14 and over, Original 
– 1 Maggie, Rhona, Sheila 
and Mairi, wheelchair 
and wheelbarrow; 2 Carol 
Darroch, Girl Guide; 3 
Mickey and Charlotte Duffy, 
Mother Earth. Picturesque 
– 1 Tangye Johns, Vampire; 
2 Eileen Slorach, Purple 
Withc; 3 Kerry Wilde, 
Witch. Topical – 1 Jennifer 
Howitt, buildere; 2 Helen
Dewar, Oompa Lumpa; 3 
Orla MacLennan, Pumpkin.

John Coyle led the children 
in games and dances and tea 
was served by SWRI ladies 
and their helpers. A good 

Thanks go to everyone who 
attended and to all those who 
helped on the night. 

Around the Rurals
Salen hosts annual fancy dress party

Lochyside RC Primary School’s new primary one pupils smile for the camera.

Caol Primary School’s new primary one pupils are settling into school life.

WEST Highland schoolchildren are 
getting into the swing of life in the 
classroom.

This week, we feature more 
photographs of primary one pupils from 
Skye and Lochaber. 

Primary one pupils in the picture

Broadford Primary School’s new primary one pupils.

Happy smiles from the new primary one pupils at 
Kyle Primary School.

A SUCCESSFUL fund-raiser 
in Taynuilt Village Hall saw 
bridge players raise £193 for 
Children in Need.

Card master Lesley Servant 
dealt for seven tables on 
Friday November 5 for the 
club’s monthly fund-raiser.

Gents winners: Florence 
Anderson, Ezra Cameron, 
Alice Campbell and John 
Ross with the consolation 
prize going to Christine 
Allen. Gents travelling prize 
was won by Wendy Forbes.

Ladies winners were: Katy 
Clayton, Morag Robertson,
Alison Boyce and Connie 
McNeil with the consultation 
prize going to Jean Gillies. 
Ladies travelling prize went 
to Lily Wilson.

The next meeting, to which 
everyone is welcome, is 
on Saturday December 4 at 
7.30pm in Taynuilt Village 
Hall.

Plockton weather
DURING October, six inches 
of rain fell on Plockton. 

The highest temperature 
was 20°C and the lowest 
was 0°C.

Bonfire and 
fireworks
ON NOVEMBER 5, on a 
lovely evening, one of the 
largest crowds at an event in 
Plockton enjoyed the annual 

Celebrating 
Scottish island 
culture
A YEAR of events and 
activities to showcase 
Scotland’s islands’ vibrant 
cultures and creativity, 
natural environment and 
quality produce will get 
underway in April 2011. 

Scotland’s Islands, a new 
collaborative marketing 

Bonfire night
AROUND 100 people 
responded to Beth 
Campbell’s invitation to  

café.
As well as the impressive 

soup, stovies, haggis pies, 
tea and coffee on offer. 

The weather was excellent 
which meant standing on 
the café balcony for the 

possible and enjoyable.

School meals week
LISMORE Primary School 
took part in Britain’s National
School Meals Week which 
ran daily from November 8 
to 12. 

All the events were 
organised by Lismore’s 
energetic and enterprising 
school cook  Hazel
MacCormick.  On Monday it 
was Britain’s Biggest School 
Lunch when parents and 
guests were invited to join 
the children for a delicious 
school dinner of lasagne, 
several varieties of salad, 
bread rolls and a chocolate 
and ice-cream desert. 

In welcoming guests and 
thanking Hazel, head teacher 
Catherine Davies explained 
Hazel had used no fewer than 
14 fruits and vegetables.

After the food, the children 
heard a talk from Pauline 
Cameron from Oban 
- a Fairtrade town - on 
how Fairtrade helped the 
producers of foods eaten 
every day.  The children then 
took part in a blindfold test 
to see if they could recognise 
common Fairtrade foods. 

To round off the day, a 
name the baby competition, 
featuring children and 
guests, proved remarkably 
hard in many cases, but not 
for winner Laura Cook who 
won  a box of  chocolates. 

All the week’s events 
were designed to be fun, to 
promote healthy eating and 
exercise and to teach the 
children about many aspects 
of food. 

On Tuesday the children 
made pizzas and smoothies 
and on Wednesday a dance 
teacher from Atlantis Leisure
gave a hip hop class showing 
how exercise can not only 
be fun but also done with 

ENVIRONMENTALLY-fr iendly 
children from Ulva Primary School 

for their efforts to improve their 
surroundings.

An inspector from the Eco-Schools
programme, which runs the award 
scheme, was shown around the school 
and its grounds by the three older 
pupils.

The youngsters’ work combining 
maths and Eco Schools was highlighted 
and the inspector enjoyed reading 
about visits to Staffa and Lunga and 

seeing  about a trip to Iona. She was 
particularly interested to hear of the 
school’s work with the National Library
of Scotland and VisitScotland, creating 
Mediascapes featuring the island of 
Ulva.

Following the visit, the school was 
awarded a Green Flag and pupils plan 

the playground. The school will be re-
assessed in 2012 when it hopes to earn 
a second Green Flag.

The Eco-Schools programme is an 
international initiative designed to 

encourage action for the environment. 
It accredits schools with a commitment 
to continuously improve their 
environmental performance. The aim 
of the Eco-Schools programme is to 
make environmental awareness and 
action an intrinsic part of school life for 
both pupils and staff and to engage the 
wider community. 

The scheme encourages schools to 
reduce litter and waste, reduce energy 

of travelling to and from school and 
promote healthy lifestyles.

Ulva Primary School pupils with their Green Flag.  

LISMORE

Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Pauline Cameron gives Lismore children a Fairtrade 
food blindfold test.

no equipment. Thursday 
November 11 was an apt 
day to remember when and 
why school meals were 
introduced in the 1940s, and 
islanders who had earlier 
worked in school catering 
were invited to lunch and to 
talk about how school food 
has changed over the years. 

ISLAY

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

initiative, will raise the 

community and economic 
development and strengthen 
links between the islands 
and mainland cultural 
organisations.

Scotland’s Islands has 
been developed through a 
partnership of the six local 
authorities with island 
communities – Argyll and 
Bute, Highland, North
Ayrshire, Orkney, Shetland 
and Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar (Western Isles).

The project team will 
be chaired by Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar. Other 
stakeholders include 
Highlands and Islands
Enterprise, Event Scotland, 
VisitScotland and Awards 
for All.

Head of Economic
Development at Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar and Project 
Leader Joe MacPhee said: 
‘We are very excited about 
this collaborative initiative 
between the islands. By 
working in partnership we 

as modern communities 
which are wonderful 
places to visit, live and do 
business.’ 

Funding for the year-long 
programme of events, up to 
approximately £1.8m, will 
support events and activities 

events and an Awards for All 
programme.

Dr Elizabeth 
Buchanan,
1952 – 2010
DR TINA Buchanan, who 
was a GP at the Rhinns
practice during the 1990s 
and subsequently moved to 
work as a doctor in London,
died on October 29 at home 
after a long struggle with 
cancer. 

Her partner Bob and sisters 
Nellie and Christine were 
with her in her London
home. Tina will be fondly 
and respectfully remembered 
by patients, colleagues and 
friends as a most caring and 
supportive doctor, who was 
greatly missed when she left 
Islay to continue her career 
in London.

KYLE OF LOCHLASH

Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

took place on the island 
opposite the car park. 

It was organised by 
Plockton Bowling Club 
which sold food and drink.

Historical society
PLOCKTON Historical
Society presented a talk in 
Plockton Hall on October 28 
by Ian Kennedy, president 
of Strathclyde Historical
Postcards Society.

About 30 people enjoyed 
viewing postcards tracing the 
history of highland villages.

Ian was introduced and 
thanked by society secretary 
Robert Kennedy.

Classes under way
WINTER evening classes 
and activities are well under 
way in Plockton.

Among the classes on 
offer in the village hall are 
hockey, bowling, badminton, 
football, Gaelic, woodwork, 

Community council
PLOCKTON and District
Community Council met in 

Plockton Hall on Tuesday 
October 26.

Among the items discussed 
were:
Police matters: The removal 
of more than 20 car aerials 
recently was condemned 
as mindless vandalism and 
the police who were present 
appealed for any information 
to help them trace the 
culprits.
Roads: Station Road,
Harbour Street and the road 
from Plockton to Drumbuie
are all badly in need of 
improvement.
Plockton railway station:
Litter is still a problem but 
ScotRail has promised to 
provide some seating soon.
Loch Lundie: Scottish 
Water had promised to meet 
the community council, 
according to J F Munro 
MSP in September, but the 
community council had never 

this effect.
Housing: The community 
council has requested a
meeting with the housing 
association and the roads 
department regarding the 

Children at Achaleven Primary School paint their 
Rainbow Garden wall.

Rainbow garden gets facelift

access to Burnside housing.
A reply from the roads 
department is still awaited.
Village notice boards:
New notice boards are being 
bought for Plockton Stores 
and the village hall.
Disposal of cardboard 
boxes: This is proving to be 
a problem for local shops 
and hotels.
Kyle line: The community 
council agreed to donate 
£100 towards the new 
brochure of Friends of the 
Kyle Railway Line.
Scottish Association of 
Community Councils:
It was agreed to join this 
organisation at the request of 
their treasurer Les Morgan.
Ward forum: The next ward 
forum meeting will take 
place in Plockton Hall on the 
afternoon of November 29.

Sarah Bowyer of NHS
Highland will attend the next 
community council meeting 
on December 14 in Plockton 
Hall.

Taynuilt bridge 
players raise 
£193 for Children              
in Need

SCALPAY

Your correspondent 
is D Morrison: 
01859 540217
Wind farms
WIND FARMS are to be 
discussed for the Western 
Isles.

Before now people on the 
isles have been varied in their 
opinion as to their success in 
generating electricity.

Some take the view wind 
farms have a detrimental 
effect on the beauty of the 
landscape and others that it 
could affect bird life. 

They thought the noise 
of the rotating blades 
could chase the birds from 
communities.

Fishing
A FEW days back, one of 
the local boats had set a drift 
net in home seas to catch 
herring, but it drew nothing. 

Mackerel is scarce; perhaps 
it has migrated from home 
waters.

Creel boats are out in 
their usual home waters. 

to receive their catches of 
crabs, prawns, lobster and 
large brown crabs. 

every lull in the weather, or 
when the winds are not too 
strong.

At the same time, creelers 
say catches are light at the 
moment.

Farming
BLACK-FACE sheep are 

mostly reared in the Western 
Isles for mutton supplies. 

But consideration is 
given by sheep owners 
to breed cheviot sheep to 
produce wool for tweed 
manufacturers.

Grocers
THE WEEKLY grocers 
is doing its rounds on 
Thursdays as usual.

At Tarbert
NEWSPAPERS can be 
bought from the newsagent 
there.

For motorists, fuel can be 
bought from the oil depots 
near to the Harris Hotel and 
the Maskill Oil Merchant at 
Ardhasaig.

Peat banks
THERE are many remains of 
old peat banks in the Hebrides
since many islanders stopped 

Coal and electricity seemed 
to take over and fewer peat 
cutters than ever can be seen 
on the moorland.

Bridge
BEFORE a bridge was 
erected between Scalpay 
and Kyles on Harris, it was a 
ferry vessel plying between 
the two.

The terminal the ferry used 
for the crossing is still there 
but out of use.

off the side of the pier for 

Lobsters
THE OLD way locally for 
storing lobsters at one time 

was a pond built with stones 
as an enclosure.

This was a regular routine 
before the market sales.

Whaling
station
IN NORTH Harris there is a 
place at Bun abhainn eatora 
where a whaling station was 
operable years back.

A chimney stack is still 
there to mark the very place 
where whaling took place.
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a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Local Origins Rural Network 

Children in Need
Producers Market

Thursday 18 November
Victory Hall, Benderloch

10am to 2pm
Lots to eat, buy and do

All fundraising ideas and
community stalls welcome

01631 720223
market@lorn.org.uk

www.lorncommunity.ning.com

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans 

Every Thursday >  Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House free entry 

Friday 19 November >  Stretch and Archie
Markie Dans

Friday 19 November > RNLI Fundraising Ceilidh
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 20 November > Zodiac 
Markie Dans

Friday 26 November > Iasg (Stewart and Angus)
Markie Dans Live Band

Saturday 27 November > Wallace
Markie Dans

Friday 03 December > Country and Western
Skipinnish Ceilidh House Party Night

Friday 10 December > Gunna Sound
Skipinnish Ceilidh House (with DJs)

Saturday 11 December > Dodgy Ground
Skipinnish Ceilidh House (with DJs)

Argyll Animal Aid

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Sat. November 20th
Corran Halls, Oban

11am – 3pm
Come and buy your unique Christmas presents 

from a variety of craft stalls.
Come and support your favourite charity.
Holly Tea with scrumptious home baking.

Reg charity Sc013211

Oban Bach Choir 
and Orchestra
Haydn: ‘Nelson’

Mass
Arne: Judith

(extracts)
St. John’s Cathedral, Oban
Saturday, November 20th 

2010 at 7.30pm
Seat with programme

(obtainable at the door)
£7 Concessions £5

Oban Gaelic Choir
A FRESH  BLÀS

Saturday Nov. 20th at 7.30pm
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 

Oban
With Rachel Walker, Taynuilt 

prim. School Gaelic Choir
And many more

Tickets £8., £5 (conc) £20 family.
Avail. At Oban Music, Connel 

Scottish Wildlife Trust
Evening talk

By Frithjof Kuetter
With video

Sams Marine Lab., Dunbeg
Thursday 18th Nov

7.30pm
Refreshments available. 

All welcome

An Comunn Gaidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan Branch)

CEILIDH
Saturday, 20 November in Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm

Piper Euan MacCrimmon

Kerrie Finlay, Gold Medalist; Jean Mackay, Gold Medalist; Philip Todd;

Maurice Duncan – fiddle; Robert Robertson – accordion; Toni Russell Dancers

Fear an Taighe: Cameron Fletcher

Admission £3 £2 for Members & Children 5-16 yrs

Including Tea                    A Warm Welcome Extended to All

(Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

COWAL FIDDLE
WORKSHOP

(and friends)

Annual
Concert

Queen’s Hall Dunoon
21st November 2010

£7.00 Adults £3.00 children
under 5’s Free

Home Baking & Teas

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE CAMERON 
COLLECTION

the photographs of Christian 
Cameron of Inverailort, 

one of Scotland’s foremost 
woman photographers:

IAIN THORNBER
Saturday 20 November 2.30pm
Port Appin Hall. ALL WELCOME!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Taynuilt 
Christmas

Craft Fayre
Saturday 27th November

10 – 12.30pm
Local crafts, refreshments.

Playgroup craft table, 
face painting

Tel: Lucy 01866 822192

the NOMADS tent 
will be in the cafe 
at Kilmartin House 

Museum until 30th 
November 2010.
Beautiful selection of 

ethically sourced goods to 
view every day from 11am 

to 4pm.
www.kilmartin.org 

01546 510278

St Andrew’s Night 
Supper and Ceilidh
In Craignish Village Hall, 

Ardfern
Friday 26th November

7pm for 7.30pm
Music by Peter Sinclair and Friends

Tickets £12.50 each
Proceeds to Craignish Parish 

Church Fabric Fund
Contact Ishbel MacNicol

01852 500277

EXHIBITION
Christmas Card Design

Competition 2010
 Lorn Primary Schools

Selected Entries and Winners
St John’s Cathedral, George 

Street, Oban
22 Nov. – 5 Dec.

Entry Free
Sponsored by Rotary Club of Oban and 
Home-Start Lorn and MacQueen Bros. 

Charitable Trust.

  KILNINVER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Presents

“FAMILY FUN CEILIDH 
FOR A FIVER”

Skipinnish Ceilidh House
Wednesday November 24th 

@ 7.30pm
All Children Ceilidh, Oban High 

School Pipe Band, Sheila Sinclair & 
Friends Highland Dancers and other 

local children performing
Call 01852 316236

O.L.D.S.
Oban & Lorn District Senior Club

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Monday 13th Dec.

Oban Bay Hotel
Esplanade, Oban

6pm for 7pm
Admission FREE

Numbers are limited, call 01631 

Also to arrange transport.
Santa Claus will be there!!

O.L.D.S.
Oban & Lorn District Senior Club

CEILIDH
Everyone Welcome

Wednesday 24th Nov. 2010
7.30pm - 9.30pm

At Lynn Court, Oban
Tea, Coffee, Sandwiches & Cakes

Admission FREE
To arrange transport 
call 01631 564848 

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Puppies!
6 puppies ready to go on 12th December. Jack 
Russell crosses, probably going to be medium 

size. 4 girls, 2 boys.
Further information from Jean Sutherland on 

01631 566406 after 8pm.
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Leisure correspondent
Louise Lee    

llee@obantimes.co.uk    01631 568023

YOUNG people from local Fèis Cèilidh Trails are to 
appear with some very special guests in village halls 

Weekend celebrations across the Highlands.
The family cèilidhs, backed by Scotland’s Winter 

Festivals, Highland Council and the hugely successful 
Fèis movement, will feature traditional music and 
song and local food and drink – with free entry for 
children under 12. 

On Friday November 26, Fèis Rois Cèilidh Trail 
will be joined in Poolewe by the ‘one-woman 
cèilidh’ Rona Lightfoot who just last week won the 
prestigious Balvenie Medal for services to piping.

Eadarainn to her credit, was inducted as a member 
of the Scots Trad Music Hall of Fame in November 
2009.

On the same night, in Dunvegan Hall, Fèis an 
Earraich will be joined by another Scots Trad Music 
Hall of Fame inductee, Kenna Campbell, originally 
from the Skye, but now resident in Glasgow. 

Kenna is a Mòd Gold Medallist who has released an 
album entitled Guth a Shnìomhas and who teaches 
on the RSAMD Traditional Music course. 

Completing the line-up in Dunvegan will be Cherry 
on the Cream, featuring hot young Skye piper Angus 
Nicolson who recently released his debut album - 

 - to critical acclaim.
Hospitality

Roy Bridge Village Hall is the venue for the Lochaber 
Cèilidh, also on November 26. Fèis Lochabair will 
team up with Fèis Latharna, from Oban, and Gaelic 
singer Margaret MacLellan Ford, a double Mòd Gold 
Medallist from Ardnamurchan in a hall famed for its 
hospitality.

On Saturday November 27, Farr Hall, near Inverness, 
will host its annual St Andrew’s Night celebrations 

After that, at 8pm, Gaelic singing group 
Canntaireachd from Inverness will join the Caledonian 
Canal Cèilidh Trail and The Broch Inspectors - Hugh 
Marwick, Irene Fraser and Malcolm Jones of Runrig 

Completing the weekend, on Sunday November 28, 
Fèis Spè will host a Cèilidh in Nethybridge Hall.

Their Cèilidh Trail group will join up with young 
Trad in the Park musicians, well-known pianist 

the weekend of cèilidhs across the Highlands.
The cèilidhs are being organised by Fèisean nan 

Gàidheal, the umbrella organisation for the Fèis 
movement which supports tuition for more than 
13,000 young people annually. 

Chief executive Arthur Cormack said: ‘It is 
important that St Andrew’s celebrations include 
traditional Scottish music and with the young people 
from various Fèisean, alongside some very special 
guests, these should be nights to remember.’

St Andrew’s weekend 
celebrations lined up

SKIPINNISH Ceilidh House 
is being transported half way 
round the world - for one 
night only.

Angus MacPhail and 
Andrew Simpson will be 
performing for the British 
Ambassador to the gulf state 
of Oman.

Angus said: ‘We were 
out there for the British 
Ambassador earlier this 
year and we were asked to 
go back for a Burns Night 
Dance.

‘There will around 700 
people at the ceilidh. There 
is a big ex-pat community in 
Oman and if the last gig was 
anything to go by it will be a 
great night.

‘We are taking Fergie 
MacIver and some young 
musicians who worked in 
the ceilidh house over the 
summer.’

A little bit of Oban 
heads off to Oman

Three battle it 
out to become              
the Face of 2011
THREE local girls will go 
head-to-head at a photo-
shoot in Glasgow this week-
end in a bid to become the 
Face of Rutherfords 2011.

The Oban hair and beauty 
salon said that such was 
the standard of entry from 
both males and females that 
deciding on a shortlist was 

The owner of Rutherfords, 
Pamela Mackay, said: ‘We 
were totally overwhelmed 
and taken aback with the 
response to the Face of Ru-
therford’s competition.

because, quite frankly, a lot 
of really good looking girls 
entered.’

The lucky girls to go 

Mairi Campbell, aged 22, 
Taynuilt, Isla Hannigan, 16, 
Taynuilt, and Hazel Hughes, 
18, from Oban.

Pamela said: ‘All these 
girls are going to Glasgow 
on Sunday for a profes-
sional photoshoot. 

‘The person who takes the 
best photo will win.’

The winner’s photograph 
will appear in Rutherfords 
window and in the salon’s 
advertising campaign next 
year.

A MID Argyll Museum is looking 
to expand its premises in a bid to 
accommodate its growing collection 
of archaeological artefacts.

Kilmartin House Museum has been 
open to the public for 13 years and 
is beginning to outgrow its buildings 
– especially in terms of space to 
accommodate schools, as well as its 
growing amount of artefacts. 

currently be displayed because of 
a lack of space and other visitor 

services also need improved.  To help 
solve these problems, the museum 
has gained funding from LEADER, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
and Museums Galleries Scotland to 
carry out an options appraisal and 
development study.

Jura Consultants, working with 
Malcolm Fraser architects, have been 
commissioned to consider whether 
the existing buildings and site can 
accommodate the future needs of the 
museum.

These include development of an 
enlarged exhibition space, education 
and workshop facilities, a larger 
collections store and a better visitor 
route through the site. 

A spokeswoman for the museum 
said: ‘The aim is to create a facility 
worthy of the internationally 
important archaeological landscape 
which the museum interprets.’ 

Part of Jura Consultants’ remit will 
be to carry out consultations with 
local people, stakeholders and other 

interested parties by the end of this 
year.

Joanne Orr of Museums Galleries 
Scotland said: ‘Museums Galleries 
Scotland is happy to help fund a study 
which we hope will bring long-term 

and their local community. 
‘The outcomes of the study will 

help the museum to make informed 
decisions and plan how they develop 
it to allow more and more people to 
enjoy their collections.’

Museum looks to expand due to growing collection

Author Sam blows in 
with wind farm drama
A 10-YEAR-old girl seeks sanctuary 
in Oban’s Waterstones book shop 
and Oban Mart burns down – all part 
of the plot in author Sam Wilding’s 
latest novel, Windscape.

The Alexandria writer, known for 
his Denthan Series books, was at 
Oban High School on Monday to 
speak to second year pupils about 
being an author.

He was also promoting his latest 
work, which is initially set in Harris 
but includes references to places on 
the Uists, Benbecula and in Oban.

The book addresses the highly 
controversial topic of wind farms and, 
despite all the research undertaken to 
pen a novel on the subject, Sam says 
he is undecided on whether they are a 
help or a hinderence to the country.

‘I started writing a story about wind 
farms after I read some newspaper 

a dummy wind farm,’ said Sam. ‘I set 
the story in Harris because I had been 
before and I liked it, but it wasn’t 

until I visited the island after writing 
the book that I realised there’s a storm 
about wind farms there too.’

The plot centres round the young 
lead character, Jenny MacLeod, who 
lives with her father on a Harris farm. 
Struggling for money, they agree to 
allow a wind farm to be built on their 
land.

However, Jenny’s father succumbs 
to a heart attack when dealing with 
anti-wind farm protesters and is 
hospitalised in the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital. As the plot unravels, Jenny 
discovers a cover up by the wind farm 
company and travels to Paisley, with 
the help of a Polish boy, to tell her 
father.

Oban High School librarian Lynsay 
Black said: ‘The second year pupils 
are doing a project on wind farms 
and Sam was recommended to us 
by Waterstones as he has spoken at 
schools before. The book also deals 
with other important issues such as 
bullying and racism.’ Sam Wilding with Oban High School pupils. 16_t47sam01

Ian’s Appin childhood is 
recalled in his first book
AT THE grand old age of 76, Appin’s Ian Weir 

his upbringing in rural Argyll.
Published by Appin Historical Society, A Life 

on the Land is a compilation of stories from 
Ian’s youth, between the years of 1939 and 
1945.

The stories originally featured in a magazine 
and were quite popular until they were 
discontinued some time ago.

book, covering every aspect of life in war-time 
Appin.

Ian said: ‘The stories are told through the 
eyes of a child. They cover the war, trips away 
– which were rare with the shortage of fuel - 
and accounts of the home guard. 

‘For example, as a child, I remember watching 
the home guard drilling at Appin hall, using 

stuff.
‘One of the stories in the book is about a trip 

to Strathpeffer. It was right beside the Highland 
Hotel and I was told by my parents to send 
a letter home every day so they knew I was 
okay.

‘I sent letters saying how many soldiers there 
were and about the tanks in the convoys that 
were there,’ he added. 

‘When I got home my parents said there would 
be trouble because I didn’t write home!

‘Then, one day, they all arrived at once in a 
parcel. They had all been censored, so it just 
shows the government were opening every 
letter.’

A Life on the Land is on sale now and available 
from the Appin Community Co-operative store, 
Waterstones in Oban and other bookshops.

Ian Weir, left, pictured at the launch of A Life on the 
Land at Port Appin Village Hall with Appin Historical 
Society’s Iain McNicol, who edited the book. 15_

t46appinbook1

Keep up to date 
online - log on 
to www.oban-

times.co.uk

Crème de la Cream 
Afternoon Tea

2pm – 4pm
Glencruitten Church 

Centre
Saturday 27th November
Admission by Donation

Tea, sandwiches, scones, 
jam, cream, pancakes & 

scrumptious cakes.
Everything afternoon tea should be 
With love from The Toy Cupboard



A LOCHGILPHEAD man 
has denied attempting to 
push a mother of six from 
his moving car during an 
argument.

Graeme Robert 
McLennan, aged 39, of 19 
Duntrune Place, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead, pleaded not 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
to a charge that, on the Salen 
to Craignure road on Mull, 
on January 31 2007, he 
assaulted his former partner 
while driving his 4x4 
vehicle towards Craignure.

It’s alleged that McLennan 
unfastened the 44-year-
old’s seatbelt, opened the 
front passenger door and 
pushed her in an attempt to 
force her from his Vauxhall 
Frontera.

Three of the complainer’s 
children – then aged one, 
four and 15 – were in the 
rear passenger seats during 
the alleged incident.

trial, the complainer and 
her daughter, now aged 18, 
gave evidence via video-
link and had their addresses 
withheld from the court.

The complainer said she 
had been in a relationship 
with McLennan for four 
years and was, at the time of 
the alleged incident, living 
with the accused and three 
of her children at a house in 
Salen.

On the day of the incident, 
she decided her 15-year-
old daughter was to stay in 
Oban for a few days with 
a friend. She had already 
left to get the bus when 
McLennan arrived home 
early from work.

An argument broke out and 
McLennan put the younger 
children in his car, with the 
complainer following. 

He then picked up the 15-
year-old from a phone box 
and started driving towards 
Craignure ferry port.

The woman, who had 
started to cry, said: ‘Graeme 
was shouting at all of us and 
he was arguing. He opened 
the door, released my 
seatbelt and tried to push 
me out while the vehicle 
was actually going.

‘He said he was going to 
kill me.’

She said that she only 
managed to remain in the 
car because she held on to 
the seat and tried to pull 
her door shut with her left 
hand. The 15-year-old, who 
was sitting in the middle 
rear passenger seat, leaned 
forward and hit McLennan 
on the shoulder to stop him, 
she said.

‘Then he drove across to 
the other side of the road 
saying that if he couldn’t 
get rid of me, he’d get rid of 
all of us.

‘I shouted at him and told 
him not to be so stupid.’

McLennan eventually 

stopped the car at Craignure 
ferry terminal. The 
complainer and her children 
got out, while McLennan 
threw their bags onto the 
road and drove off.

but the complainer told 
neither about the incident.

Asked why, she said: 
‘Because I was scared and I 
wanted to get off the island 
and make sure the children 
were safe.

‘Graeme also had it drilled 
into me that nobody would 
ever believe anything I 
would say.’

The woman eventually 
went to police in December 
2009, shortly after the 
relationship broke down.

Giving evidence, the 
complainer’s daughter said 
an argument was already 
under way when she was 
picked up.

She sat between her 
two siblings and before 

McLennan attempted to 
push her mother out of the 
car, he had threatened to 
drive into the sea.

Describing the alleged 
attempt to push her mother 
from the car, she said: ‘He 
pushed her leg and she went 
out a wee bit. 

‘I just remember hitting 
him in the arm and shoulder 
and telling him to stop. It 
scared me … I thought she 
was going to fall out of the 
car.’

Defence agent Mark Moir 
queried the daughter over 
the statement she gave 
to police last December, 
putting to her that she had 
made parts of her account 
up to help her mum. She 
said that wasn’t the case.

Asked why she didn’t 
tell the police when they 
met them at Craignure, 
the daughter said: ‘I can’t 
remember.’

The trial continues.

Driver ‘tried to push mother from moving car’

STAFF and visitors at Oban’s 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
are up to date with the latest 
hand washing techniques 
after an awareness day in the 

hospital. Susan Cameron, 
infection control nurse, 
said: ‘More than 80 people 
attended the exhibition with 
many taking part in a hand 

hygiene quiz. Lorn and 
Islands Hospital has a zero 
tolerance for hand hygiene 
compliance and consistently 
meets audit targets for this.’

Hand hygiene was high on the agenda at an awareness day in the hospital. 
07_t45handwash1

Hospital comes clean over hand hygiene
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John pictured in Bangkok six weeks before his accident in Australia.

Charity cyclist seriously 
injured in road accident
A SKYE man cycling round 
the world to raise money for 
local good causes has been 
seriously injured in a road 
accident in Australia.

John Gilbertson, a director 
at Isle of Skye Smokehouse 
in Broadford, suffered bro-
ken ribs, spine damage and 
a severe head injury when he 
fell from his bike at Byron 
Bay in northern New South 
Wales last Friday.

John, aged 62, is currently 
recovering at the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital in Bris-
bane but is likely to be out of 
the saddle for some consider-
able time. 

out to Australia last weekend, 
and Michael, from Sydney, 
are with him at the hospi-
tal. John’s daughter Rachel, 
a primary school teacher in 
Glasgow, is keeping constant 
contact by phone.

John has already raised 
thousands of pounds for 

Crossroads Skye and Mac-
millan Cancer Support 
through his Cycle4Skye 
initiative. Kyleakin Con-
nections and Broadford and 
Strath Community Company 

Cycle4Skye spokesper-
son Ann Partington told The
Oban Times: ‘The doctors 
have examined John and they 
think there is no lasting dam-
age, but he will be in hospital 
for quite a while.

‘This has come as quite a 
shock to everybody – there’s 
been a lot of people phoning 
to ask how he is.’

John, who left Skye on July 
2 and arrived in Australia 
via France, Italy, Dubai, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand, has re-
ceived donations from Skye 
exiles along the way.

It is unclear whether he will 
be able to complete the New 
Zealand, South America and 
North America stages of his 
journey.

A CAOL great grandmother is 
being denied a permanent nursing 
home place because there are no 
beds available locally, says her 
family.

Flora Mathers until recently was 
cared for night and day by daughter 
Joyce Mathers and grandson, 
former Fort William vice chairman 
Derek MacGillivray, in her 

became too much and Mrs Mathers, 
who turns 90 on December 23, was 

placed in a Mallaig home and then 
moved to a temporary respite bed in 
Mosspark. Council-run Invernevis 
House is full.

Joyce told The Oban Times: ‘ It’s 
not just ourselves, other people are 
in the same situation. 

‘It is heartbreaking for the old people 
getting shunted from place to place.
‘There are no beds and they are 
trying to close Invernevis down.’

Highland Council was unable to 
provide a comment.

No local care home bed for great grandmother

COMMUNITIES across Lochaber 
fell silent on Remembrance Sunday 
as a mark of respect for those who 
have fought and died for their 
country.

A dry and bright Sunday saw 

memorial services held across 
the area, which were attended by 
war veterans, local people and 
councillors. Crowds lined the streets 
of Fort William town centre on 
Sunday morning to watch a march of 

young cadets, Royal British Legion 
Scotland members and Royal 
Marines. This was followed by a 
solemn wreath laying ceremony at 
the war memorial in the parade.

The annual memorial service at the 

Commando Memorial near Spean 
Bridge attracted crowds of around 
300 people as well as representatives 
from the armed forces.

 See page 15 for more from Fort 
William and Spean Bridge.

MALLAIG Harbour has published 
ambitious plans to transform the 

west coast yachting destination.
Funding for the £800,000 marina 

has been secured and Ayr-based 
contractors Shoreworks began 
removing berths and dredging the 
inner harbour on Monday.

Further work will continue over 
the winter on a pontoon system 
providing up to 45 dedicated yacht 
berths, up to 20 small boat berths, 

and up to 20 additional yacht berths 
by rafting. Other features include a 
bridge/walkway from the pontoons 
to the shore, swing moorings to 
accommodate visiting yachts at 
busy periods and a hoist for people 
of limited mobility. 

Earlier plans for a slipway at East 
Bay have been amended in favour 
of a new landing point near the old 
Lifeboat steps on the inner bay south 
shore.

Rock to create the landing point 

will be obtained locally via Nevis 
Estate and in doing so the road access 
to Mallaig Vaig will be improved. 
Completion date for the marina is 
May next year.

Local agencies and Sail West, a 
marine tourism initiative that involves 
a range of partner organisations 
from Ireland and Scotland, gave the 
marina their full backing.

Harbour secretary Robert 
MacMillan said: ‘The estimated 
cost of the project is just shy of 

£800,000 and we are indebted to 
the Sail West project, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and The Highland 

Without them the development could 
not go ahead.’

Highland Council leader Michael 
Foxley said the project would 
provide ‘a major boost’ to the local 
economy.

European Regional Development 
Fund.

Nursery sale talks 
key to future
THE FUTURE of a popular 
Fort William nursery 
depends on the outcome of 
negotiations to sell it to the 
Nevis Centre.

The Phoenix Nursery, 
which is currently based 
in the centre, employs 
seven people and around 
60 children regularly use 
the service. Owner Janice 
Cantwell has decided to 
sell the business and says if 
talks with the Nevis Centre 
are not successful, the 
nursery may shut down. 

Ms Cantwell told The
Oban Times: ‘The absolute 
worst-case scenario is we 
close the nursery, but I don’t 
think it will come to that. I 
think I should know by the 
end of the week. She added: 

reasons.’
A Nevis Centre 

talks are ongoing 
with Phoenix Nursery 
management on a possible 
sale.

A LOCHABER church’s 
plan to build a car park in a 
grassy area in Caol is facing 
a storm of protest from local 
residents.

Kilmallie Free Church 
on Glenpane Street wants 
planning permission to use 
a 600 square metre area of 
land across from the church 
between Erracht Drive and 
Loch Linnhe to create 18 to 
20 car parking spaces.

Local residents have 
lodged 23 complaints 
against the application, 
which goes before Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber Planning 
Committee on December 14. 
The plan is in conjunction 
with a separate plan to 
expand the church building 
that was approved by the 
planning committee in 
September.

The complainers maintain 
the disputed area is one 
of the few green spaces in 
Caol and should be free for 
everyone to use. 

In their submissions 
to Highland Council the 
objectors question the need 
for extra parking spaces. 

Submissions include: ‘It 
seems utterly ridiculous to 
ruin such nice areas with car 
parking when there is ample 
car parking in the village’, 
‘the location and sheer 
size of the car park would 
mar a beautiful green area’ 
and ‘the council should be 
ashamed of themselves for 
even considering this’.

One objector, Linda 
McGhee of Glenpane Street, 
told The Oban Times: ‘It 
feels like we have no power 
and no say in it at all.’ 

Jobs go as Mallaig 
boatyard closes
A MALLAIG boatyard is to 
close with the loss of seven 
jobs, it emerged this week.

Owners Crannog Concept 
Ltd blamed the decision to 
close Mallaig Boatbuilding 
and Engineering on ‘ever 
increasing maintenance 
costs’ and ‘increasing com-
petition from larger yards’. 

A spokesperson said 

shrunk from 80 to 14 in 15 
years. He said: ‘We have 
striven to secure the future 
of everyone involved with 
the boatyard in Mallaig. 
This decision has not been 
taken lightly and follows 
lengthy discussions with a 
number of parties aimed at 
securing the future of the 
business and its employees.’

Mrs McGhee told planners: 
‘This is a well-used and 
well-loved part of the Caol 
shoreline. A lot of people just 
love to sit on the bench that 
has been there for years and 
admire the beautiful views. 
The proposed car park at the 
shore would spoil views that 
are second to none.’

Mrs McGhee’s 16-year-old 
daughter Chloe also opposes 
the development. 

She stated in her 
submission: ‘I have played 
on the green since I was 

was allowed to go by myself, 
as my mum knew I would 
be safe. Mum never let us 
play in the church ground 
as a mark of respect, so why 
has the church not got the 
same respect for us and our 
feelings?’ 

Church minister the 
Reverend Chris MacRae 
said expanding the church 
is necessary as they need 

and the extension required 
provision of extra parking 
spaces.

He told The Oban Times:
‘We are well aware of the 
beauty of the area we are in, 
and we wouldn’t want to do 
anything to spoil that. We 
believe this will enhance the 
area. We need the car park 
to allow us to continue our 
work. The church is part of 
the community and we think 

community.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Unholy
row over 
car park

Paying respect: representatives from the armed forces were among those at the service at the Commando Memorial, Spean Bridge. 
10_f47spean02

Communities fall silent in their hundreds to honour war dead
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Caol teenager    
spat at                
police officer
A CAOL teenager who spat 

drunken night out has been 
put on probation for one 
year.

Hayleigh Dilly, aged 18, 
of 93 Blar Mhor Road, 
had previously admitted 

by spitting at him and 
conducting herself in a 
disorderly manner, shouting, 
swearing and making racist 
comments and committing 
a breach of the peace on 
September 5.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie told Fort William 
Sheriff court police had 
tried to get Dilly in to their 
car to take her home after 
they found her alone on 
Middle Street Fort William 
‘considerably under the 

Defending, Hamish 
Melrose said Dilly had little 
recollection of the night. 

drinks with friends earlier 
in the night and believes her 
drink may have been spiked.

Lochaber
men admit
running
over car
TWO LOCHABER men 
have admitted causing 
£600 of damage to a car in 
Kinlochleven by running 
over the top of it.

Ruairidh Neilly, aged 
17, of 15 Brown Terrace, 
Kinlochleven and Graham 
Fraser, aged 22, of 62 
Kennedy Road, Fort 
William pled guilty to 
wilfully or recklessly 
damaging property 
belonging to another on 
June 14. 

The pair, who were both 
on probation at the time of 
the incident, ran over the 
boot and bonnet of the car, 
damaging the paintwork and 
denting the boot and bonnet, 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard.

Sheriff Paul Crozier 
adjourned sentencing until 
December 9 for reports.

THE TRIAL of a man who denies violently assaulting his 
then-partner will be held at Fort William Sheriff Court on 
January 26. 

Raymond MacDonald, aged 47, of Masie Bank, Birch 
Tangle, Auchengower Park, Shore Road, Helensburgh, is 
accused of assaulting the woman by stamping on her back, 
seizing her by the body and pulling her down the stairs all 
to her severe injury at 27 Banff Crescent, Fort William, on 
February 13.

has been banned from 
driving for 20 months and 

trying to park his car while 
being more than two times 
over the legal alcohol limit.

Kenneth Douglas, aged 26, 
of 12B Linnhe Buildings, 
pled guilty to driving whilst 
drunk on Linnhe Road, Fort 
William on 19 August.

After a night out drinking 
with his father and brother, 
Douglas went back to his car 
to get his mobile phone, Fort 
William Sheriff Court heard. 
He then drove his car a short 
distance to Linnhe Road 
where he had seen a parking 
space closer to his house. 
A passer-by saw Douglas 
bump into a stationary car 
whilst trying to park and told 
police, who went to Linnhe 
Road and found Douglas 
walking towards his front 
door with car keys in his 
hand.

Sentencing, Sheriff John 

into account the short 

THE FOURTH annual 
Oidhche Ghaidhealach/
Highland Night at Plockton 
High School proved to be 
another massive hit last 
Thursday evening.

S1 and S2 pupils joined 
children from local primary 
schools to serve up a hugely 
entertaining theatrical and 
musical programme for the 
sell-out audience.

Home economics pupils 
laid on dumpling and 
shortbread at the interval and 

HIGHLAND Council picked up three 
prizes in the Inverness Architectural 
Association (IAA) Awards ceremony in 
Strathpeffer on Friday evening.

In the six categories, the council 
scooped IAA best new building for the 
Highland Archive Centre, Inverness 
(LDN Architects) and the open award for 
innovative use of timber for Acharacle 
Primary School (Gaia Architects).

In the new life for old buildings 
category, the council were awarded a 
commendation for the Horizon Centre, 
Thurso, (Highland Council architects). 

Highland Council leader, Councillor 
Michael Foxley said: ‘These awards 
are real credit to Highland Council, 

KINLOCHLEVEN Community Trust 
(KCT) has praised the local community 
for donating daffodil bulbs and cash for 
the 2010 Marie Curie Annual Appeal.

The bulbs will allow further planting 
on the Marie Curie Field of Hope at 
Lochaber Crescent and the new village 
square.

said: ‘I want to express my appreciation 

our Marie Curie Field of Hope and for the 
time given by local volunteers to plant the 
bulbs.

‘All support for this worthwhile cause is 
much appreciated and we look forward to 

KYLEAKIN residents are a step closer 

following the sudden closure of the hosted 
branch in the Castle Moil restaurant on 
November 4.

temporary hosted service from the former 

last year. The new service, provided by 
the subpostmistress from Broadford, will 

operate on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 

options for the Kyleakin community.
Further details of the proposed service and 

shortly.
Field change advisor Kenny Lamont said

were being reviewed to provide a service in 

Mingulay special area plan  
CONSULTATIONS on a proposal to 
designate a marine area east of Mingulay, 
the second southernmost island in the 
Western Isles, as a Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) began on Monday.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is 
carrying out the 14-week exercise on 
behalf of the Scottish Government.

Local people will be asked to comment 

designating waters round reefs habouring 
coldwater coral and sponges as the East 
Mingulay SAC.

Fishermen on Barra and elsewhere 
strongly oppose the move but SNH claims 

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Councillor Brian Murphy, Fassfern Estate manager Stuart Wilkie, Provost of Lochaber Allan Henderson and 
Ferguson Transport transport manager Michael Oliver look on as the tree is installed. 10_f47tree01

MALLAIG port and its 

devastating blow from 
European Commission 
proposals to cut the west 
coast prawn quota by 15 per 
cent from next year.

The hard-pressed industry 
is already facing tough times 
because of weak demand 
and low prices.

Upcoming quota talks 
between EU member states 
in Brussels will also discuss 
proposals to cut west coast 
haddock and cod quotas 
by 25 and 50 per cent 
respectively. 

has undergone a savage 
contraction in recent years 
compared to its continental 
counterparts.

Now local industry 
observers believe if 
the swingeing cuts are 
implemented it could mean 
the end of the line for many 

Former Mallaig prawn 
boat skipper Pimmy 
MacLean told The Oban 
Times the latest punitive 
recommendations ignore 

to sustain stocks – and the 
mood of Mallaig and west 
coast skippers was bleak.

‘It seems everybody has 

of the young lads here are 
not bothering about the 

to the rigs in the North Sea 
instead. If this continues 
the crews are not going to 

LOCAL councillors Brian Murphy and 
Lochaber Provost Allan Henderson 
were up early on Tuesday morning to 

Christmas tree on The Parade. 
After a short delay to locate a key 

for the manhole cover, the 25-foot 
lodgepole pine was dropped into place.  
The 24-year-old tree, donated by 
Fassfern Estate and Scottish Woodlands 
Ltd, was transported free of charge by 
Ferguson Transport. Once decorated, 

the tree will form the centrepiece for the 
Christmas lights switch on celebrations 
at The Parade on December 1 at 6pm.
The event is being held in association 

campaign.

be there and those skills 

worried people down at that 

Fort William-based prawn 
processors Sco-Fro Lochaber 
Ltd and Highland Fastnet 
used to be major buyers at 
Mallaig, but the shortage of 
produce meant they were 
now seldom seen and were 
sourcing east coast prawns 
instead, Mr MacLean said.

said. ‘We had only three tons 

whole of last month.

come away with this. I can 

as they say. If you are not 

He added: ‘Clearly, 
somebody does not know 
what they are doing. But I 
have a sneaking feeling they 

Scottish MEP Struan 
Stevenson, senior vice 
president of the European 

committee, said the latest 
quota proposals were a 

The Common Fisheries 

and allows a million tonnes 

dumped dead back into the 
sea annually.

A BUS driver has admitted his 
careless driving caused a pedestrian 

accident at Morrisons petrol station 
forecourt in Fort William on June 
17.

Edward Hunter, aged 43, of 13 
Elsher Road, Llanbryde, Elgin, pled 
guilty to driving without due care 
and attention and losing control of 
his coach, whereby it collided with 
Gordon Neil, mounted the kerb and 
came to rest in shrubbery, trapping 
Mr Neil underneath to his severe 
injury. 

Hunter had originally denied the 
charge but changed his plea days 
before the trial was due to be held.

Fort William Sheriff Court heard 
Hunter was waiting in his coach 
at the entrance to the petrol station 
when fellow bus driver Mr Neil 
knocked on his window. 

Hunter and Mr Neil had a 
conversation through the window to 
co-ordinate both buses getting into 

caught by the front wheel, pulling 
him under the bus. Procurator Fiscal 
Alison Wylie said the bus ‘took some 

airbags to lift the coach clear of the 
badly injured man.

The court heard Mr Neil, who is 
still in a wheelchair undergoing 
treatment, suffered extensive injuries 
to his left leg and fractures to both 
his feet, and his left leg may need to 
be amputated.

Defence agent Hamish Melrose 
told the court before becoming a 
coach driver Hunter had worked for 
the RAF for many years, including 
four tours of Iraq and one tour of 
Afghanistan. He also told the court 

Hunter did not know why the bus 
had moved off so suddenly, saying: 

Mr Melrose proposed the gear 
stick might have slipped into manual 
instead of automatic.

Sentencing Hunter, Sheriff John 
Rafferty said: ‘What is not in doubt 
is you have performed an important 
element of public service in the 
theatre of war. However, the onus is 
extremely high on someone driving 
a bus to take more consideration of 

his driving licence with seven 
points.

Christmas tree arrives in Fort William

Bus driver’s actions caused 
pedestrian serious injuries 

Fishermen
facing big 
quota cut

Man accused of Fort William assault

Plockton High pupils take a bow after their performance.

an art exhibition taken from 

in the evening, which was 
professionally compered by 
Niall Arnott and Ellen Welch 
of S2.

Head teacher Duncan 
Ferguson said the occasion 
was ‘an excellent educational 

associated primaries and 
60 S1/2 pupils. He told The
Oban Times: ‘We are grateful 
to our local primaries – 

Auchtertyre, Glenelg, Kyle, 
Lochcarron and Plockton 
– who joined our pupils to 
entertain a packed hall. 

‘Thanks to parents and 
the local community for 
their support of this super 
night when we were abler 
to celebrate all aspects of 
Highland culture culminating 
in a massed ensemble of all 
the pupils singing ‘Flower 

do h-uile duine a ghabh pàirt 

Fisherman tried 
to park car while          
over drink           
drive limit

Kinlochleven boosts 
Field of Hope

Highland Council 
builds on success

Kyleakin a step closer to getting 

Highland Night hits all the right 
notes at Plockton High School

Does Your Business Need Funding to Grow?
If your existing business has growth ambitions then talk to Business Gateway. Our 
experienced advisers can help you develop your growth plans and signpost relevant 
sources of funding, all in total confidence. 
Growth grants available up to £3,000
If your business is already trading over the VAT threshold and has plans to increase turnover 
significantly, you could be eligible for Argyll and Bute Council’s Competitive Business Growth 
grant of up to £3,000. 
To find out more, contact Business Gateway on 01546 605459 or email 
business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Cakebreads Home & Garden is an extension of 
Cakebreads Garden Centre (only 100 metres away) 
and much more.  The new premises has given George 
and his team at Cakebreads the opportunity to develop 
and expand their current range of indoor goods and 
also be able to introduce more unusual products.
Something a little different?  How about carved wooden statues, 
Teak ball stools, Root benches, Swing benches, Bug lanterns, 
Mushroom lanterns, Fish lanterns, Lady statues, Cherub statues, 
Horse bells, Cow bells, Fire place screens, and Dragon candle 
holders are just some of the more unusual home and gift ideas 
new to Cakebreads.

All general garden centre goods can also be found at Cakebreads 
Home and Garden Centre, Composts, Weed killers, Fertilisers, Tools, 
and Bird feeds.

Cakebreads Home and Garden centre are also 
very pleased to say that they are now stocking 
the top quality Alexander Rose Furniture Range.
COME ALONG AND SEE FOR YOURSELF

Home & Garden

SPECIAL OPENING OFFER 
(while stocks last)

FISKARS MEDIUM ANVIL PRUNER
WAS £17.99

OPENING
OFFER ONLY 

£5.99

SPECIAL OPENING OFFER 
(while stocks last)

50 FATBALL TUBS

BUY ONE FOR £8.99 
GETS ONE FREE!!

OPEN 7 DAYS 

FROM NOVEMBER 21ST

OPEN 7 DAYS 

FROM NOVEMBER 21ST

NOW
 

OPEN

NOW
 

OPEN

Cakebreads Home & Garden Centre Tel: 01631 358193 Cakebreads Garden Centre Tel: 01631 565141

THE TRADITIONAL 
Echoes of the Mòd Ceilidh, 
held in Oban every year 
to celebrate Argyll’s best 
performers from the annual 
festival, has been cancelled 
this year.

its inception around 20 
years ago that the concert 
will not go ahead, despite 
organisers changing the date 
of the event twice.

Traditionally three weeks 
after the Royal National 
Mòd, the Echoes of the Mòd 
was moved from November 
6 to November 15 to avoid 
a clash with another concert 
in the town.

However most of the 
performers were unavailable 
for that date and another 
proposed date of December 
4 was ruled out as it clashed 
with the Scottish Traditional 
Music Awards.

Organiser Agnes MacLean 
said: ‘Sadly, we have had 
to cancel the concert but 
we already have the date, 
November 12, set for next 
year.’

Oban’s Mòd echoes 
concert cancelled

AMERICAN Jerry McCaig 
has travelled all over the 
world but he was saving a trip 
to Oban’s McCaig’s Tower 
for a special occasion.

That occasion presented 
itself when he decided to ask 
his girlfriend, Sarah Moses, 
30, to marry him during the 

Scotland.
On a visit to his namesake 

landmark last Saturday, 
Jerry popped the question 

Fergus Gillanders, from 
Kilmelford, who was 
playing the romantic tune, 
Lochanside. Little did Sarah 

know that Fergus was in on 
the surprise.

‘I thought he just played 
for people who visited the 
tower and I was telling Jerry 
to make sure we gave him a 
tip,’ she said.

playing when I noticed Jerry 
down on one knee. I just 
said ‘yes’ before he got the 

Scotland was under the 
guise of a long weekend 
break for Jerry, a 41-year-
old software designer, to 
increase his air miles.

Jerry told The Oban 

Times: ‘I always wanted 
to come to Scotland and to 
see McCaig’s Tower but 
I wanted to save it for a 
special occasion.

‘I have been to 30 countries 
with my work but I have 
never seen anything as 
beautiful as Scotland. The 
drive up from Glasgow was 
unbelievable.

‘We haven’t had enough 
time to see everything but 

Following their 
engagement the couple took 
a boat trip down the Sound 
of Kerrera to see Gylen and 
Dunollie castles.

Detroit’s Jerry McCaig and Sarah Moses got engaged at McCaig’s Tower in Oban. 
07_t47mccaig-04

American McCaig comes 
‘home’ to pop the question

AN INABILITY to ‘walk 
away’ has led to a man 
being jailed for six-and-a- 
half months.

Thomas Russell MacIntyre, 
29, who gave his address 
as Flat 9, 26 Main Street, 
Campbeltown, appeared 
from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday on 
two separate complaints. He 
admitted that, on October 
16, at Dunollie Road, Oban, 
he assaulted a man by 

punching him in the face, 
and did so while on bail.

He also previously 
admitted that on June 19, 
2010, he conducted himself 
in a disorderly manner 

George Street and breaching 
the peace while on bail from 
Dunoon Sheriff Court.

The court heard that the 
most recent offence was as a 
result of a chance encounter 
with the victim.

With regard to the previous 
offence, a defence agent 
acting for MacIntyre said 

him. He told the court: ‘My 
client has a reputation and 
people seem keen to seek 
him out and see what he’s 
made of.’

The agent added that 
MacIntyre seemed unable to 
walk away from challenges, 
leading to a considerable 
criminal record.

MacIntyre had seven 
probation orders against 
him.

Sheriff Eric Brown 
sentenced MacIntyre to 
11 weeks for the offence 
in June, reduced from 13 
weeks for the timing of his 
plea, and 15 weeks for the 
assault in October, reduced 
from 17 weeks.

The sentences, backdated 
to October 18, are to be 
served concurrently.

Six months in jail for man 
unable to ‘walk away’

TWO FORMER Oban 

retired to sunnier climes, 
came back to mark the end 
of their careers with former 
colleagues.

Paul Burns, 51, and Tom 
Hill, 50, celebrated their 
retirement at Oban Bay Hotel 
last Friday with colleagues, 
friends and family.

The pair worked in 
Glasgow’s city centre 
together before moving to 
Oban, at different times, and 
both met their wives while 
living in the Lorn area.

Former constable Tom, 
who now lives south of 
Alicante, Spain, said: ‘I 

was walking the dog on the 
beach in Benderloch, where 
I lived, when an attractive 
woman came towards me. 
The dog went to her and, to 
my horror, lifted its leg. 

‘I said: ‘That’s it, you’ll 
have to marry me now’ 
– and I did, in Benderloch 

‘Her name is Beverley, so 
I quickly became known as 
Beverley Hill’s Cop!’

However, Tom’s nickname 
‘Mr Bump’ was more apt, 
as he admits he was always 
injuring himself.

Paul, a former sergeant, 
transferred to Oban 14 years 
ago, the longest he has lived 

anywhere.
He now lives in Guia, 

outside Albufeira, in 
Portugal but recalls his 
time in Argyll with great 
fondness.

‘From the moment I 
arrived in Oban people 
were friendly towards me,’ 
he said.

‘I even miss some of the 
‘bad guys’ I dealt because I 
always treated people fairly 
and I think they respected 
that.

‘I would put a guy in the 
cells one night and the next 
day in the pub he would buy 
me a pint. 

‘That’s quite rare.’

Oban policemen mark retirement

Retired police officers Paul Burns and Tom Hill get ‘lifted’ by former colleagues at 
a retirement party in Oban Bay Hotel. 07_t47paul01

Campbeltown man admits two Oban assaults while on bail

A NEW support service has 
been launched to help those 
with mental health issues in 
the Uists and Benbecula.

Run by care charity Tagsa 
Uibhist (TU), the Mental 
Health and Wellbeing 
Outreach Project aims to 

to individuals and their 
families and carers.

a gap left after funding was 
withdrawn from work being 
done on the islands by the 
mental health and wellbeing 
charity, Penumbra.

TU outreach worker 
Sheila MacDonald said: 
‘We recognise that people 
with mental health issues 
here in the Uists can be 
quite isolated. There is 
still a stigma associated 
with mental health issues, 
although one in four people 
in the UK can expect to 
suffer from such problems at 
some point in their lives.

‘We have funding in place 
now from various agencies 
for a support service for 18 
months.

‘The service is not only 
aimed at people with mental 
health issues, but those 
suffering from anxiety, 
stress, depression and 
general emotional ups and 
downs.’

New support 
service on 
the Uists

Deadline looms
for views on future     
of Loch Etive
THE deadline is looming for 
anyone wishing to comment 
on draft proposals for how 
the coastal area of Loch 
Etive should be managed 

The aim of the draft Loch 
Etive Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management Plan 
for 2011-16 is to provide 
guidelines for future 
developments and use of the 
loch and its surrounding area 
west of the Connel narrows 
to include Ardmucknish Bay 
and Dunstaffnage Bay.

Details of the draft plan  
are available online at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/lochetive.

Anyone who wishes to 
make their views known and 
hasn’t already done so should 
submit them by tormorrow, 
Friday, November 19.

Among suggestions put 
forward for the loch is to use 
its unique position as a site 
for small scale tidal power 
production.



WITH no electricity bills and a farm of near 4,000 acres 
being powered by a single turbine, Mary and Joe Turner of 

DANNY SUMSION & PENNY CRISP  :  WARMCEL SPECIALISTS

www.altinsol.co.uk     altinsol@btinternet.com

TEL: 01499 600 130   MOB: 07703 577069

Argyll based approved installers for 
Warmcel Insulation Products.

Ideal for timber frame, Lofts and 

We can top up your existing loft insulation.
Contact us for a quote or survey.

ALIenergy 
RENEWABLE ENERGY SERVICES

• Free Impartial Advice
• Also: Pre-feasibility studies
• Planning and consents applications
• Subcontract work for land agents
•
•

ALIenergy are a charitable organisation offering 
related energy advice and services throughout 
Scotland.

Call us now on 01631 565183 

Do you want a warmer home this winter?
The South Kintyre Development Trust (SKDT) Community Powerdown project 
can help you to reduce your energy bills and insulate your home this winter.
Thanks to the Scottish Governments programme to tackle climate change 
everyone is entitled to cheap insulation for their home. Those who are eligible 
could have loft and cavity wall insulation done for free. 
We can also assist with any enquiries regarding renewable energy, from grants to 
what technology is right for your property.  All our advice services are independent 
and free of charge.

South Kintyre Development Trust
3 Harvey’s Lane

Argyll
T:  
W:  
E:
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As the only Micro-

Scheme (MCS) 
accredited installer for 
both heat pumps and 
solar thermal in the 
Argyll area, there’s no 

if you are considering 
saving money on your 
domestic bills at the 
same time as protecting 
the environment.

Run by Will Currie, the 

prides itself on being able 
to offer unbiased advice 
and ensures every person 
who comes through their 
door receives the same 
unrivalled service. 

That means making sure 
each customer explores 
every available option 
- even if that means 
making no installation 
whatsoever.

offers complete peace of 
mind, as the company has 
to adhere to a strict code 

Renewables Now also 
goes further than that 
though and subscribes 
to the REAL consumer 
code, an assurance 
scheme covering every 
aspect of the customer 
experience, including 
marketing, selection 
and quality of goods, 
standard of installation, 
guarantees, after-sales, 
and problem resolution.

SAVING YOU MONEY
So when Will says that 

installing a renewable 
energy source at your 
home or small business 
will save and possibly 
even make you money 
- especially when the 
incentive tariffs are 
taken into account - you 
can rest assured that his 
advice is reliable.

those incentives is the 
new Feed in Tariffs (FITs).  
Under this scheme, the 
owner of any approved 
green energy source 
that generates electricity 
receives a premium for 

specialises in installing green-energy sources, is 
now able to offer access to lucrative incentive 

tariffs after receiving MCS accreditation.

Danfoss Heat Pumps UK

Danfoss Heat Pumps UK
3 Parkwood Business Park, Parkwood Road, Sheffield, S3 8AL

For more information call us now on 0114 270 3900

www.uk.heatpumps.danfoss.com

Danfoss Heat Pumps UK offer an unrivalled combination of knowledge and hands on 

experience making our heat pumps some of the best on the market.   Our products are 

rigorously tested and developed making them both user friendly and easy to maintain.     

 Full range of MCS accredited air and ground source heat pumps

 Provides both heating and hot water efficiently

 Tried and tested technology

OUR HEAT PUMPS QUALIFY FOR CERT FUNDING

the power they produce, 
with even higher rates 
paid for electricity 
pumped back onto the 
national grid.

The Energy Saving 
Trust estimates a house 
with solar PV panels, as 
sold and installed by 
Renewables Now, could 
earn about £800 per 
year, as well as cutting 
£120 from its electricity 
bill.

Slightly less well known 
yet but just as rewarding 
is the new RENEWABLE
HEAT INCENTIVE (RHI).
Set to be fully introduced 
in June next year, the RHI  
applies to heat producing 
renewable technologies 
such as heat pumps, solar 
thermal and biomass. 
The RHI should cover 
installations completed 
after July 15, 2009.

of the RHI are such that 
a standard domestic 
renewable heating 
system could generate 
an annual income of 
more than £800 per 
year. Combine the two 
technologies and the 

The RHI fund of 
£860 million will be 
administered by regulator 
Ofgem and paid for by 
the Treasury. The annual 
payments are set to 
last between 15 and 25 
years depending on the 
tariff and type of system 
used.

With both incentive 
schemes, the sooner 
you sign up the greater 

the time to investigate 
installing a renewable 
energy source.

With that in mind, what 
sources are available?

Renewables Now 
specialise in, but don’t 
limit themselves to, heat 
pumps and solar thermal 
technologies.

Heat pumps are 
among the most 

energy sources, with up 
to 4 Kilowatts of heat 
produced for every 1 
Kilowatt of electricity 

400 per cent. Disregarding 
the RHI scheme, that 
could mean a 75 per 
cent reduction in running 
costs alone.

CLEAN, QUIET
AND EFFICIENT

Utilising clean, pollution 
free heat from either the 
surrounding air, water or 
heat in the ground, heat 
pumps offer a realistic 
way to cut reliance on 
domestic fossil fuels. Heat 
pumps are clean, quiet 

full heating and hot 

customers’ homes.
Solar thermal panels 

work by converting 
energy from the sun into 
heat for your hot water 
tank.

Because they work on 
radiation, rather than 
direct sun light, the 
system works all year 
round, though you’ll 
need to heat the water 
further with a boiler or 

immersion heater during 
the winter months. 
Before any RHI income, 
an average solar system 
could save up to £85 per 
year in water heating 
costs.**

And because 
Renewables Now 
are Kingspan Solar 
Accredited installers, 
warranties from the 
range are extended from 

BIOMASS SYSTEMS
Renewables Now 

also deal with biomass 
systems, such as boilers 
and stoves which can 
heat your home in the 
same way as your old 
boiler. Typically, they 
operate by burning 
wood chips or pellets, 
but other crops are 

purpose of burning. A 
good reliable supply of 
biomass fuels is available 
throughout Scotland.

Expanding on their 
solar panel service, 
Renewables Now also 
offer PhotoVoltaic (PV) 
panels, which generate 
electricity and are 
eligible for FITs. 

The PV panels can 
save about a tonne of 
CO2 a year. A 2.2 kWp 
system can generate 
around 40% per cent 
of a household’s yearly 
electricity needs.** 

So, with domestic fuel, 
electricity and gas prices 
sharply increasing every 
year, there’s no better 
time to see how much 
you can save.

Best off all, there’s no 
cost for a chat, for a site 
assessment or a quote 
from Renewables Now - 
so there’s no reason not 
to enquire today.

Furthermore, for the 
construction industry, 
Renewables Now offer 
a testing service for air 
tightness. 

Insulation has 

that, in modern builds 
particularly, the 
proportion of energy lost 
to draughts is, in some 
cases, around half the 
building’s heat loss.

With building 
regulations set to require 
all new-build homes to 
meet a certain level of 
air tightness, it’s vital to 

how your construction 
methods perform under 
pressure - start testing 
now.

State of the art evacuated tube install.

To get in touch with 
Renewables Now, log 
on to the website at 
www.renewablesnow.
co.uk or phone 
01631 720188.

renewables:

incentive tariffs
• Cut reliance on 

increasingly costly 
fossil fuels

• Help protect the 
* Ground Source Heat Pump Association 2008
** Energy Saving Trust 2010

Case Study
Karen Webster, of Barcaldine, opted 

found it?
‘It has been absolutely fantastic and 

and it has been so reliable – not a 

‘We know people that have had 

were roasting.

would be happy to speak to anyone 

t. 0845 301 3121 w. www.ecolivinguk.com

We assess the most appropriate micro-
renewable energy solution for your needs 
and your property, from a broad range of
tried and tested systems including:

£500 CASH BACK 
on Complete Heating 
& Hot Water Solution 

£500 CASH BACK
For all customers
purchasing an air
source heat pump pack
from Ecoliving before
31st December 2010.

FREE ESTIMATES 
FUNDING (FiT & RHI) AVAILABLE



14 PROPERTY/FARMING Thursday 18 November 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

West Coast property service

NO 2 BALIGARVE
Isle of Lismore, Argyll PA34 5UL

Set within approx a quarter of an 
acre, this well presented detached 
cottage is centrally situated within 
the Island of Lismore and contains 
living room, kitchen, bathroom 
and bedroom with additional attic 
accommodation (loft ladder).

Double glazing, central heating, 
stone built barn and garden shed

Offers in the region of £170,000
To view contact Mrs E Kilmurray 

Telephone 01631 760 260
Mobile 07760 260 008

Home report at www.packdetails.com

PROFESSIONAL 
WORKING FEMALE, 

NON SMOKER 
REQUIRES PROPERTY 

TO RENT. 
Minimum of 2 

bedrooms, must be 

unfurnished, house 

preferred.

In Oban or 

surrounding area. 

Tel: 07825712079

West Coast property service

OFFERS OVER 
- £250,000

DAISY COTTAGE 
BIG BRAE, TARBERT, 
ARGYLL 

• 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, reception room, 
kitchen, conservatory, 
cloakroom, upstairs
bathroom, porch.

• Stone outbuilding with 
attached greenhouse, 
several woodsheds.

Stone built - Late Victorian 
detached house with extensive garden. 
A beautiful family home.

For more detailed information:
www.daisycottagetarbert.co.uk

Tel: 01880 820 656
Email: tyleredward@hotmail.com

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 Fax: 0131 229 4827

FREEHOLD FOR SALE - 
OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £45,000

CAMISKY WOOD 
Spean Bridge, Inverness-shire
24.33 Hectares/60.11 Acres
A well located 
commercial conifer 
plantation with timber 
ready for felling 

situated between 
Fort William and 
Spean Bridge with 
sporting rights.

WANTED

TO LET
2 bedroom, 

furnished house 
in Ballachulish.
No DSS or Smokers

£485.00 pcm plus 
Council Tax and Bills
Tel. 07776027025

To Let
Two bedroom 

house,
Inverlochy,
£500 pcm 

plus all bills.
Telephone

01852 300536.

FLAT TO LET ARDRISHAIG
Quiet location
Fully furnished

3 bedroom
No DSS, No pets, No smoking

References preferred
Terms negotiable

Telephone 07788 829992

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished one bedroom flat in the centre of Lochgilphead

Available for long let
Own car parking space

No DSS
References required

£420p.c.m + Council Tax
Apply in writing to Box Number 150 Argyllshire Advertiser, 

Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbsproperty.co.uk  Tel: 01586 553737 

Offers over 
£220,000

Oakdene, Meall Mhor, 
by Tarbert 
Three bedroom detached bungalow occupying an 
elevated position between Tarbert and Ardrishaig, 
affording tremendous views across Loch Fyne.   
• Vestibule
• Hall
• Cloakroom
• Large sitting room 
• Breakfasting Room
• Kitchen

• Three Bedrooms
• Family Bathroom

• Double Glazing
• Extensive garden ground
• Double garage

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbsproperty.co.uk  Tel: 01586 553737 

Offers over 
£150,000

1 Holyrood Court, 
St. John Street, Campbeltown 
Overlooking Stewart Green and within a few minutes 
walk from the town centre this detached villa offers 
generously proportioned family accommodation at a 
very attractive asking price. 
• Hallway
• Cloakroom 
• Lounge 
• Dining room/Bedroom 4
• Dining kitchen

• 3 bedrooms (master en-suite) 
• Family bathroom 
• Full DG & electric heating
• Off-street parking to the rear 
of the property

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbsproperty.co.uk  Tel: 01586 553737 

Fixed Price 
of £89,000

107 Ralston Road, 
Campbeltown 
Situated within a popular part of town this is a very 
spacious semi detached dwelling house having a 
splendid outlook to the south towards Bengullion.
• Entrance vestibule
• Hall
• Well proportioned sitting room
• Dining kitchen
• 3 Spacious double bedrooms

• Shower room 
• Gas CH & full DG
• Easily maintained garden 
grounds

• Off street parking

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbsproperty.co.uk  Tel: 01586 553737 

Offers over 
£139,750

Only being offered at this asking 
price until 1st December 2010

Amulree, 3 Knockscalbert Way, 
Campbeltown 
Detached Bungalow occupying a splendid, elevated 
site which provides superb, panoramic south facing 
views over the town, loch and harbour.  
• Hallway
• Large sitting room
• Kitchen
• Two bedrooms (1 of these 
was formerly 2 bedrooms)

• Bathroom

• Full DG & electric heating
• Front and rear gardens
• Detached garage
• Planning permission for a 
large basement extension.

TO LET

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ISLAY  United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £67.50 and £67  
Eorrabus, £66.80  Kilchiaran, 
£62Duich, £61 Kilchiaran, £60 
Duich, £59.50  Craigfad, £57.50
Uiskentuie and Craigfad, £57 
Pairc A Chlassan.
TexelX: £70.50  6 Bayview, 
£69 and £66 Carrabus, £63.50
Mulindry, £63 Gartloist, £62.50  
Kinnabus ; £61.50  Conisby (I 
MacPherson), £60 Gartloist, 
£59.50  Lossit, £58.50  Conisby (I 
MacPherson), Torrabus and Duich, 
£58 Duich, £57.50 Gartbreck and 
Dunlossit Estate.
Cross: £64.50  Coille Farm, £62 
Ballimartin and Lossit, £58 Rock-
side Farms.
Mule: £56.50  Conisby (I 
MacPherson)
Blackface: £61 Kilchiaran, £55 
Duich, £54.50  Cultoon and Lossit  
£45.50  Dunlossit Estate and Scar-
rabus Farm, £44 Ballychattrigan.
Ewes
TexelX: £71.50  6 Bayview, 
£57.50  Carrabus
Cross: £58.50  Conisby (I 
MacPherson), £51.50  Scarrabus, 
£51 Kinnabus.
Blackface: £45.50  Kilchiaran and 
Dunlossit Estate.
Prices per kilo
Lambs
SuffolkX:161p  Ardtalla Estate, 
160p and 157p Craigfad, 154p 
Pairc A Chlassan.
TexelX: 169p Dunlossit Estate, 
158p  Gartloist, 157p  Lossit, 156p  
Tormisdale Croft.
Cross:153p  Scarrabus Farm.

Mule: 146p  Conisby (I MacPher-
son).
Blackface: 148p  Scarrabus, 
147p  Lossit, 145p Duich, 
142p  Ballychattrigan. 

LOCHMADDY        
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks
201-250kg  20 Baleshare, £430, 
172p;
251-300kg  10 Borve, Berneray, 
£460, 20 Baleshare, 156.4p; 
301-350kg  220 Stoneybridge, 
£480, 164.2p; 
351-400kg  220 Stoneybridge, 
£530, 143.2p.
Heifers
201-250kg  20 Baleshare, £400, 
160p;
251-300kg  8 West Gerinish, 
Lochboisdale £430, 150.9p; 
301-350kg – 2 Hosta, £560, 8 
West Gerinish, 167.2p.
Cow with heifer calf: Druim Tor-
rach, 17 Hougharry, £580.
Sheep
Store lambs: 
Cheviot:  Aird, 9 Illeray, £56; 
Cross – 3 Knockintorran, Bay-
head, £52; 
Suffolk: 20 Tigharry, £50; Suf-
folkX: Dunskellar, Sollas £46; 
Blackface: 76 Ardnamonie, 
Eochdar, £43; 
TexelX: 14 Tuzo Close, Ballivan-
nich, £40. 
Ewes & gimmers: 
Cheviot ewe: 24 Liniclate, Ben-
becula, £60; 

Blackface gimmer – 19 Liniclate, 
Benbecula £48; TexelX ewe: 4 
Tigharry, £43; 
Cross:7 Balranald Lochmaddy £41
Feeding sheep & rams: 
Suffolk ram – 11 Sollas, Loch-
maddy, £70; 
Suffolk wedder  20 Tigharry, £56; 
SuffolkX wedder 4 Tigharry, £48; 
Cheviot wedder 13 Balemore,£44; 
B/face wedder 10 Rushgarry £41

DINGWALL  Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs:
Texel: Woodside, £130; Cheviot: 
Culnaha, Nigg, £68.50; 
TexelX: Nether Inshes, Inverness, 
£67;
SuffolkX: Castle Grant Home 
Farm, Grantown on Spey £67; 
Cross: Ebost, Struan £65; 
CharmoiseX:  Castle Grant Home 
Farm, £59; 
Mule – Rhevackin Farm, Kiltarlity 
£56;
Blackface: 2 Camusterrach, Ap-
plecross £55.
Ewe lambs: 
Texel:  Teanluick; Beauly £72; 
TexelX : Pollowick, Cromdale, 
£69.50;
Cheviot: Sibster Burn, Halkirk 
£62;
SuffolkX – Strath of Pitcalnie, 
Nigg £54.
Correct ewes:
Charollais – Invercharron, Ardgay, 
£87;
Cheviot: Cuilaneilan, Kinlochewe 
£85;
Suffolk: Strath of Pitcalnie, £82; 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
Ltd., sold 3,421 sheep of all classes 
at Dingwall when a good show of 
lambs met with a dearer trade then the 
last sale, smaller lambs were slightly 
easier in price. Prime and feeding 
ewes also sold well, breeding ewes 
met a keen demand and were short of 
requirement.

Lambs averaged £47.12 and sold to 
£155 for a Texel from Woodside, Muir 
of Tarradale. 

Correct ewes and gimmers 

averaged £42.41 and sold to £122 for 
Cheviot gimmers from Cuilaneilan, 
Kinlochewe. Broken mouth ewes 
averaged £40.36 and sold to £73 for 
a Suffolk cross from Invercannich, 
Beauly. 

Feeding ewes averaged £49.53 
and sold to £91 for a Cheviot from 
Stronchrubie, Lairg.

Rams sold to £400 for a Texel from 
Veltigar, Orkney.

Feeding sheep sold to £70 for Cheviot 
wedders from Linnie, Tore.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 38 weaned calves and store cattle, 
three breeding cattle and 492 store sheep at Lochmaddy last Wednesday when 
sheep met a strong demand, while cattle proved more hesitant.

Bullocks sold to 173.9p per kg for a 230kg Limousin cross from 20 Baleshare, 
Lochmaddy and £550 for a 335kg Charolais cross from 220 Stoneybridge, 
Lochboisdale. Heifers sold to 177.8p per kg for a 315kg Limousin cross from 2 
Hosta, Tigharry and £600 for a 475kg Limousin cross from Bagh Na Craoibhe, 
Lochmaddy. Breeding cattle sold to £600 for an in-calf Simmental cross from 1 
Balranald, Lochmaddy. 

Lambs sold to £200 per head for a Suffolk from Sidinish, Locheport.  Ewes 
and gimmers sold to £70 per head for Cheviot gimmers from 19 Liniclate, 
Benbecula.Feeding sheep and rams sold to £110 for a Texel ram from 7 Balemore, 
Bayhead.

UNITED Auctions held their annual 
mid November sale of all classes lambs 
and sheep at Islay Auction Mart when  
1,964 sheep of all classes were sold.

Trade continued at similar levels to 

earlier sales.
The sale was led by Texel crosses 

from No 6 Bayview at £70.50 and 
the same home sold feeding ewes to 
£71.50.

Market reports

Feeding ewes in demand at Dingwall sheep sale

Cattle trade proves hesitant at Lochmaddy

Bayview Texels fetch £70.50 at Islay sale
Flurries of winter snow came to lower ground in the west this week

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

SUFFOLK AND 
CHEVIOT TUPS 

FOR SALE, 
SURPLUS TO 

REQUIREMENT. 
A Smith, 

Aberchalder
01809 501260

Marshall muck 
spreader, 5½ 
cubic yards, 

model type 5.5, 
good condition, 

offers when 
seen.

Telephone 
01866 833292

C. Hodge Fencing
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts.

Timber and Metal Gates, Cattlegrids
Sleepers, Rails and Timbers

Raised Beds
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced

Telephone: 01631 563271

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes
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Skye and Lochalsh Lines

THE LOCHALSH branch of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland held its Armistice Day parade and service on 
Sunday on what was a lovely dry, sunny morning.

About 20 members paraded and assembled with the 
colours at the Lochalsh war memorial, led by 19 pipers 
and drummers of the Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band led by 
Niall Stewart.

Also on the parade were members of the Kyle cadets 

ambulance and the local Red Cross.
Parade commander was Lt Cdr Andy Will MBE from 

Plockton and the salute was taken by WO II Donnie 
Shanks from Ardelve.

The colour party comprised Seamus Maguire, Alec 
Murray and Paul Newton. Bugler was Douglas Strachan 
from Breakish, who played the last post and reveille 
following the two-minute silence.

The Lochalsh branch were sorry that president Jock 
Healy (Drumbuie) and committee member Alasdair 
Davidson (Glenelg) were unable to take part in the 
parade.

Declan Gilmartin from Kyle played a lament on the 
pipes and wreaths were laid on behalf of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland by WO Donnie Shanks; on 
behalf of the Lochalsh branch of the Legion by Alec 
Murray, on behalf on the Royal Navy by Andy Will; on 
behalf of the Seaforth Highlanders by Alastair Macrae 
from Glenshiel; on behalf of the cadets by Lloyd Burt 
and on behalf of the Red Cross by Ann Eadie.

A wreath was also laid later on behalf of Highland 
Council. Donnie Gordon narrated the homily and Rev 
John Murdo MacDonald conducted a short service. 
Wreaths were also laid at the Plockton and Glenelg war 
memorials. Following the parade, a service was held 
in Lochalsh Church of Scotland conducted by Rev J M 
Macdonald. A collection was taken for the Earl Haig 
fund and tea and biscuits were served afterwards in the 
church hall.

Plockton Primary School pupils also laid wreaths 
at the Plockton war memorial on Armistice Day last 
Thursday. 

Skye’s Marcus 
McAdam was highly 
commended by judges 
at The Landscape 
Photographers of the 
Year Awards for his 
image ‘Ice Steps’.
His photo, taken on 
Skye, will join the other 
winners in an exhibition 
at the National Theatre 
in London for eight 
weeks from November 
22.

RAASAY Hall has won the top prize at this year’s 
Inverness Architectural Association (IAA) Awards.

At a prestigious ceremony in Strathpeffer on Friday 
night, the community project, created by Sleat-
based Dualchas Building Design, beat all-comers to 
be judged the best building in the Highlands in the 
open competition. IAA president Calum Maclean said: 
‘Raasay Hall is a very worthy winner. It is a building 
of exceptional quality and would easily hold good 
comparison on the international architecture scene.’

Dualchas practice principal Mary Arnold Forster 
said the award came as ‘a real shock’ but was ‘hugely 
appreciated’. She added: ‘I would also like to pay 
tribute to Roland Stiven of the hall committee who 
consistently backed the architects in our approach and 
who, like us, was determined that the quality of the 
building should not be compromised. It is a testament 
to the people of Raasay that they have managed to not 
only raise the funds for the community hall but also that 
they have turned it into a real cultural hub.’

Dualchas also won the award New Life for an Old 
Building, for Burnside, in Elgol, beating all other 

Raasay Hall has also been shortlisted for the Andrew 
Doolan Award for Architecture. At £25,000 this is the 
richest prize in British architecture and is to recognise 
outstanding buildings in Scotland. The winner will be 
announced tomorrow in Edinburgh.

Dualchas is currently working on a new community 
hall for the Isle of Muck, which they hope will match 
the success of Raasay. 

THE ISLE of Skye Pipe Band is to perform at the 
Festival of Lights in Portree next month.

The event, which is being organised by Highland 
Hospice, will take place on December 3. The pipe band 
will lead a parade of hundreds of locals who will carry 
lanterns through the town. After the parade, the town’s 

Pipe Major Peter MacDonald told The Oban Times the
band was looking forward to playing the festival again 
after taking part last year. He said: ‘Last year hundreds 
of children and their parents took part. It was great to 
see so many kids following us with their lanterns. We 
felt a bit like pied pipers!’

THE CENTRE of Fort 
William fell silent at 11am 
on Remembrance Sunday as 
hundreds of people gathered 
to pay tribute to those who lost 
their lives in the two world 

War veterans, councillors 
and representatives from the 
armed forces were among 
those paying their respects at 
sombre ceremony.

Large crowds watched 
the procession, including a 
contingent from the Royal 
Marines, march down the 
town’s High Street to the war 
memorial on The Parade, 
where wreaths were laid in 
the solemn silence. 

Amongst those placing 
wreaths were Provost Allan 
Henderson, local people 
who had lost friends and 
relatives in battle and war 
veterans, many of whom 
were visibly moved as they 
remembered their fallen 
comrades. Following the 
ceremony, a service was 
held in Duncansburgh Parish 
Church.

On Sunday afternoon, 

Forty World War II veterans 
gathered in Fort William on 
Saturday for the dedication of 
a memorial to the commandos 
who trained in the area. The 
former soldiers marched down 
High Street before the unveiling 
of the ‘Commandos in Lochaber’ 
memorial, which was unveiled 
by Clan Cameron chief Donald 
Cameron of Locheil. The stone, 
commissioned by the Commando 
Veterans Association, recognises 
warm welcome given to the 
commandos by the people of 
Lochaber.

workers who died in the world wars was 
rededicated at a Lochaber museum on 
Monday.

The West Highland Museum, Fort William, 
will be the new home for the plaque which 
was created in 1919. It has been without a 
home since 2008 when the Fort William 

MacBride gave a short history of the plaque, 

and said he was happy it will be on display 
for the public. 

He said: ‘I’m very pleased to see it gifted 
to the West Highland Museum where it can 
be properly viewed.’

Father Donald MacKinnon and Rev 
Donald MacQuarrie blessed and rededicated 
the plaque. A minute silence was then held, 
after which Mr MacBride’s nephew Connal 
played ‘Flowers of the Forest’ on the 
bagpipes.

Raasay Hall: its innovative design proved a winner.

Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band lead the Armistice Day 
parade at Plockton.

Provost Allan Henderson takes a salute from the march on Fort William High 
Street. 10_f47poppy02

Jimmy Smith of the Fort 
William Branch of the 
Royal British Legion 
Scotland lays a wreath 
at Fort William War 
Memorial. 10_f47poppy05

People of Lochaber came out in force for the service at the Commando Memorial, 
Spean Bridge. 10_f47spean01

Local dignitaries line up to pay their respects at Fort 
William. 10_f47provost01

Lochaber remembers
hundreds more gathered at 
the Commando Memorial 
near Spean Bridge to pay 
their respects to Britain’s 
war dead.

Parish minister Rev Donald 
MacQuarrie led what was 
one of the largest memorial 
services in the area. 
Lochaber Schools Wind 
Band and Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band provided music 
for the service, which started 
at 3pm as the sun began to 
set on a cold but dry day. 

After a roll of honour listing 
the names of British soldiers 
killed in the last year, a 
minute’s silence was held. A 
number of wreaths were laid 
on the memorial as a lone 
piper played a lament.

During the service, Rev 
MacQuarrie paid tribute to 
the large number of people 
the ceremony attracts each 
year, saying: ‘A lot of people 
thought that as the years 
went by, the numbers would 
dwindle. But every year it 
seems more and more people 
come here to be part of the 
service.’

Hundreds fall silent     
at war memorial

Ex-postman Neil MacBride with the re-dedicated plaque. 10_f47plaque01

Veterans gather to dedicate memorial

Raasay Hall wins prestigious prize

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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THE NEVIS Partnership has begun work 

Pupils at Banavie Primary School were recently treated to a lively performance of ‘Peter 
Pan’. The panto was performed by Ayr-based company M&M Theatrical Productions which 
puts on shows across the Highlands. Pictured are the cast with some of the children who 
enjoyed the show.

‘Moment of 
madness’ leads      
to £450 fine

Speeding biker                
escapes ban

Assault trial

Man accused of 
driving at more 
than 100mph

Man denies having 
offensive weapon

Members of the Nevis Partnership, who are completing improvements to a 
popular route up Ben Nevis.

working group (Fort 

More cash to 
help keep young    
people active

Pupils’ cartoon 
character     
adopted as water 
mascot

the

A82 through the town was 

to work with our existing 

note that this is not in the 

Lindsay, left, and Leah receive their awards at the 
annual concert last Friday.

Drink drive joiner banned 
from roads for 18 months

Councillor Iain Ross with 
the poster.

drank

Lochaber High School pupils honoured

0800 081 8989
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Oban Electrical Services Ltd
19 Stevenson Street, Oban PA34 5NA

Requires

General Tradesman/Handy Man

Please Apply in writing to S Dunlop MD

Have vacancies for 
360° Plant Operators

Please apply in writing or by email 
stating previous experience to

Donald MacDonald
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email address 
donald@damacdonald.co.uk

Census Enumerators (around 5800)

Location: Throughout Scotland

£750 (Part-time equivalent – approx 75 hours over a 9 week period)

28 February - 29 April 2011

The census is vital to developing an understanding of our population – its size, ethnicity,

health and housing. The next census will take place in March 2011.

What we need are people who can help us carry out this project – who can help 

us build a clear and comprehensive picture of the people of Scotland.

You will be responsible for the delivery, collection and collation of census household

questionnaires. You will also follow-up any households who have not returned 

a questionnaire and provide assistance to the public on the doorstep. Most of your duties

can be done outside normal working hours.

You should have access to a motor vehicle.

Applications must be submitted online at www.gro-scotland.gov.uk where you
will also find a job profile and further information about the posts. If, after
visiting our website, you require any further information, please e-mail us at:
censushr@gro-scotland.gsi.gov.uk or call 0131 314 4347.

Closing date: Friday 3 December 2010.

As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all suitably qualified people

and aim to employ a diverse workforce which reflects the people of Scotland.

General Register Office
for

S C O T L A N D
information about Scotland’s people

SUPPORT WORKER VACANCIES
FULL TIME, PART TIME AND BANK AVAILABLE

Starting Salary £13,625 (Full Time, 37.5 hours)
Bank Staff £6.98 Per Hour     Sleepover £30.90 Per Night

The successful applicants will support service users in all aspects 
of daily living, in a person centred way specific to their needs.

We support a wide range of people with very different needs and aspirations, 
hence we require a wide range of support workers to meet these needs.

All applications will be considered, so if you think this is for you please apply. 
Full training will be given and you will be supported by an experienced manager. 

For an application pack, or to find out more about what we do, 
contact us on 01631 571311 or adminoban@affinitytrust.org.

All appointments will be subject to an enhanced disclosure check.

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading producer of high quality Scottish 
salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 
operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy. We are looking 
for a Marine Site(s) Manager to join our farming team on the Isle of Gigha.

Marine Site(s) Manager 
(Ref MSM/Gigha/10/V/1)

(Salary £32,000 - £35,000 depending on experience)

The ideal candidate will be highly experienced in marine fish farming with 
practical knowledge and management experience within fish husbandry. 
They will be an enthusiastic, self motivated individual with excellent proven 
leadership and management skills. The successful candidate must be able 
to demonstrate a sound understanding of required industry husbandry prac-
tices including automated feeding systems, feed management, biological, 
welfare and containment, all aspects of general fish health and environmental 
awareness. They should have strong skills in stock management, personnel 
management, support staff development and the promotion of health and 
safety within the workplace. In addition, the candidate should have strong 
planning, organisational and communication skills with an understanding of 
associated software systems. 

Boat handling and forklift certificates desirable.
A full, clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 
In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
The Scottish Salmon Company, HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, 
Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 435
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 26th November, 2010

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading producer of high quality Scottish 
salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 
operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for a:  

HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER HAS/CW/10/C1
(Salary £27,000 to £30,000 per annum dependant 

on experience, based on a 40 hour week)

1 post located within our Cairndow Office in Argyll (but with a degree of flexibility 
to travel to Company sites, located mainly on the West Coast of Scotland).

The ideal candidate will be an enthusiastic, self motivated individual with excellent 
time management and communication skills (written and oral), be numerate and 
IT literate, with good prioritising abilities. They must be able to work well under 
pressure, independently and within a variety of teams within the company. Ideally, 
but not essentially, educated to a degree standard, however being in possession 
of a NEBOSH general certificate would be the minimum requirement.  

The successful candidate will be responsible for the development and 
ongoing maintenance of the company’s Health and Safety systems, 
promoting a positive Health and Safety culture, ensuring sound working 
practices / operating procedures are implemented. They will undertake and 
maintain an appropriate catalogue of Risk Assessments and Safe Working 
Methods, design and deliver tool box talks and training sessions alongside 
maintaining records and statistics of accidents and incidents in the workplace 
and producing reports for same. They will be required to carry out Health and 
Safety audits and inspections, helping to establish a calendar of activities. 

A full, clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
The Scottish Salmon Company, HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, 
Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 435
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 3rd December, 2010 
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high 
quality Scottish salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal 
welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental 
policy.

We are currently recruiting for a Marine Operative post to be located at 
Stronachullin, Argyll on a contract for 12 months.

Marine Operative – (Ref: MO/CW/10/3/C)
(Salary £15,221.75 based on 40 hours per week)

Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate prior 
experience in working within small, focused teams. Day to day duties will include 
fish welfare, sampling, grading and moving of the fish, site maintenance, net 
changing and boat handling. Previous aquaculture experience is desirable for 
this post; the company can offer further development and training opportunities 
through in-house training and also by external training providers. Preference will 
also be given to those candidates who can offer transferable, related skills and 
qualifications. 

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package 
including entry into the Company pension scheme after the qualifying period. A 
full, clean driving licence is also essential.  

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, The Scottish Salmon Company Ltd, Ardkinglas Estate, 
Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH. Tel. No. 01499 600 435
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday 26th November, 2010 
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

Job Search
Care taking couple 

seek an Island 
environment in 

relation to property or 
estate security from 

spring 2011.
E-mail

willy.b.ell@live.co.uk
01387 380158

PARTS PERSON REQUIRED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL 

MACHINERY DEALERS 
PARTS DEPARTMENT

Apply in writing to:

Glenside Tractors
Millknowe, Campbeltown, PA28 6NJ

Practice/Business
Manager

TAYNUILT MEDICAL 
PRACTICE, ARGYLL

Retirement vacancy exists for a motivated team leader 
capable of dealing with all aspects of management and 
strategy. Essential attributes include an ability to work 

and enthusiasm. 
Ideally you will have senior management experience 

essential.
Full details on www.taynuiltmedical.co.uk

For more information 
email gail.macgregor@nhs.net

or phone Gail MacGregor, Surgery, Connel 
01631 710 229

Closing date: 3 December 2010.
To apply visit our website

Employability Support Assistant
£17,610 - £18,723 Dunoon Ref: DSE02038T
Support to enable sustainable employment, Temporary

Senior Janitor
£317.09 per week Oban Ref: OSF20290/R1
Oban High School, Temporary

Driver/Escort
£7.84 per hour Campbeltown Ref: CSE66250/R2
Part Time, Term Time, 12 hours per week

Cleaner
£6.36 per hour Campbeltown Ref: OSF20391/R
Area Social Work Offi ce, Campbeltown, Part Time, 
9:50 hours per week

Catering Assistant 
£6.18 per hour Oban Ref: OSF21023T
Term Time, Maternity Cover, 20 hours per week

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Hjaltland Seafarms are recruiting for the following post:

FARM AREA MANAGER
The Company:
Hjaltland Seafarms are a leading producer of quality Scottish farmed salmon, with a proven 

track record of achievement.  We have an opening for a dynamic and dedicated area manager 

to supervise the running of a cluster of sites within the Shetland Islands.

The Role:
The successful candidate will be required to plan, organise and supervise the day to day running 

of a cluster of salmon farms based in Shetland.  You will report to the Farm Management Team 

based in Lerwick, Shetland who will provide you with the necessary support services to allow 

you to concentrate on the main tasks of man management and fi sh husbandry.

Requirements:
The successful candidate will have a proven track record of high achievement within the 

salmon farming sector.  Strong management and communication skills are required for 

this post, as are basic computing skills.  Excellent fi nancial remuneration is available for the 

successful candidate.  If you feel you have the necessary talent and commitment to apply for 

this position, please send an up-to-date CV to:

Julie Buchan,
Hjaltland Seafarms,
Gremista,
Lerwick,
ZE1 0PX.
01595 741 800
Or Email: Julie@shetlandproducts.co.uk

Closing date for application is Friday 5th December 2010.

Oban Depot
Tipper / Mixer Driver

Mull Depot
A combined position involving 
delivery of gas and servicing 

of portable toilets
Phone for application form 

on 01631 566370 or e-mail 
susan@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk

been formed between police and 
councils to ensure criminals do 
not win public sector contracts.
                   Information

with Argyll and Bute, North 

Lanarkshire councils has formed 

Assistant Chief Constable 

too long, criminals have managed 

hand with local authorities and 
other public bodies to make sure 
that we deprive these criminals of 
the thing that they crave the most 

Police will provide Argyll and 
Bute procurement teams with 

used to launder money and are run 

by, or associated with criminals.

Governance and Law, Charles 

police intelligence regarding the 
involvement of individuals or 
groups in organised crime ensures 
that Argyll and Bute Council will 
have all the necessary information 
to hand when making decisions 
on awarding contracts, as well as 
in respect of the licensing of taxi 
operators and licensed premises.’

Partnership aims to 
protect public sector
contracts from crime

Equestrian students from Argyll were presented with North Highland College (NHC) Certifi cates 
having successfully completed a two-year part time course in Equestrian Skills practical and 
theory at the Thurso-based college. 16_t42horse1

as much funding into the area 
than it costs to employ them.

the local authority in response to a 
claim by the TaxPayers’ Alliance 

and an unnecessary drain on the 
public purse.

But the council say the two staff 

for money.
A spokeswoman for the council 

funding from European sources 
for Argyll and Bute.

European service as part of the 
baseline for the service review of 

brought into the area.

policy and funding regimes at the 

of Argyll and Bute.

conducting a review to identify 
opportunities for alternative 
service delivery, performance 

said the spokeswoman. 

outcome of those reviews.  While 
we need to make savings, we also 

we can attract the maximum 
amount of external funding for 

and Bute.’

that there is a huge net gain to 

the grants received far outstrip the 
cost of hiring them. 

problem. It is inherently wasteful 
to have taxpayers’ money spent 
pursuing taxpayers’ money on 
such a scale.

incorporated this role into others 
– other local authorities should be 
willing to emulate this in lieu of 
scrapping the posts entirely.’

Argyll’s European posts worth their weight?
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/04344/FUL

10/04438/FUL

10/04496/FUL

10/04515/LBC

10/04520/MSC

10/04524/FUL

10/04530/FUL

10/04542/FUL

10/04543/FUL

10/04549/FUL

10/04561/PIP

10/04574/LBC

Development Address

Kilmallie Hall
Corpach
Fort William

Dalmore Cottage
Sanna
Kilchoan
Acharacle

Land 90m West of Braeside 
Cottage
Achdalieu
Fort William

Glenborrodale Castle
Glenborrodale
Acharacle

Land 165m East of Bothan 
Nan Greag
Glenuig

Rooftrees
Kentallen
Appin

Site 110m North East of 
Corran Beag
Onich
Fort William

Allt A’Mhuillin
Laroch Beag
Ballachulish

5 Lochaber Crescent
Kinlochmore
Kinlochleven

Premier Travel Inn
Airds Way
Fort William

Land 25m East of Allt 
Garbh
Spean Bridge

Dunbeg House
North Ballachulish
Onich
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of Bio Mass Boiler

Extension to house

Erection of house

Alterations to 2 existing 
flats and additional flat in 
existing stable building

Erection of house and 
temporary construction 
access

Erection of 2 kennels

Removal of condition 4 of 
10/02775/FUL to allow 
commercial letting of 
basement unit

Proposed garage

Proposed alterations and 
extension

Proposed extension to 
the Premier Inn Hotel 
to provide an additional 
42 bedrooms with 
associated car parking and 
landscaping

Erection of house

Amendment to 09/00454/
LBCLO to include relocation 
of kitchen, utility and study

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SCIENTIFIC SURVEY: LOCH ETIVE
Notice is hereby given that James Thorburn, on behalf of the Scottish Sea Angling 

Conservation Network, has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 

Government, under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by 

section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out a scientifi c survey in Loch 

Etive by means of 2 moorings, each with a hydrophone station attached:

Description Latitude Longitude

 Mooring A 56 27.366N 05 24.733W

 Mooring B 56 27.481N 05 24.538W 

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Scottish Natural 

Heritage, Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AE. 

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application should be 

made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, Area 2G 

North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of this notice 

quoting reference: 

2SPC\4\5\13

James Thorburn, Scottish Natural Heritage, Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 AND THE 
ACQUISITION OF LAND (AUTHORISATION PROCEDURE) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1947.
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL, LAND AT SHUNA TERRACE, SOROBA, OBAN, 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2007.
1. Notice is hereby given that the Scottish Ministers in exercise of the powers conferred by paragraph 4(2) of the First 

Schedule to the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) (Scotland) Act 1947 and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf have confirmed with modifications the Argyll and Bute Council, Land at Shuna Terrace, Soroba, 
Oban, Compulsory Purchase Order 2007 submitted by the Argyll and Bute Council (hereinafter referred to as “the 
acquiring authority”).

2. The Order as confirmed provides for the purchase for the purpose of securing the carrying out of development, 
redevelopment or improvement of the land described in the Schedule hereto and is delineated and coloured red on the 
map signed and sealed with reference to the Order and marked “Map referred to in the Argyll and Bute Council, Land 
at Shuna Terrace, Soroba, Oban, Compulsory Purchase Order 2007. 

3. A copy of the Order as confirmed and of the map referred to therein have been deposited at Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Area Office, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll and may be seen there without payment of fee between the hours 
of 9.00 am and 5.00 pm on business days.

4. The Order as confirmed becomes operative on 18 November 2010 being the date on which this notice is first published; 
but a person aggrieved by the Order may, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 15 of the First Schedule to the 
Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) (Scotland) Act 1947 as extended by Section 60 of the Land Compensation 
(Scotland) Act 1973, by application to the Court of Session within 6 weeks from that date, question its validity on the 
grounds (i) that the authorisation granted by the Order is not empowered to be granted or (ii) that the applicant’s 
interests have been substantially prejudiced by failure to comply with any statutory requirement relating to the Order.

5. The acquiring authority may acquire the land to which this notice relates by making a General Vesting Declaration 
under Section 195 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.  Such a declaration shall not be executed 
before the end of the period of two months beginning with the date of the first publication of this notice except with 
the consent of every occupier of the land affected.  The effect of the making of such a declaration is to vest the land 
in the acquiring authority at the end of the appropriate period and is more fully explained in Form 8 (statement to be 
included in Form 4 when a General Vesting Declaration is to be made) contained in the Compulsory Purchase of Land 
(Scotland) Regulations 2003.  A copy of the said Regulations has also been deposited and may be seen as aforesaid.

Persons entitled to claim compensation in respect of any interest in the land are invited to give information with respect 
to their name and address and the land and their interest therein on the prescribed form, a copy of which will be sent by 
the acquiring authority on application to the Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8RT.

Charles George Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8RT

Date: 12 November 2010

SCHEDULE
Land comprised in the Order as confirmed.
ALL and WHOLE that plot or area of land at Shuna Terrace, Soroba, Oban in the County of Argyll, lying generally on or 
towards the North north west of those blocks of flatted dwellinghouses known as and forming numbers 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23 and 24 Shuna Terrace, Soroba, Oban, extending to 3,589.35 square metres or thereby Metric Measure and bounded as 
follows:- On or towards the north north west and on or towards the north by a boundary fence separating the said plot 
or area of land from the Oban-Helensburgh Railway line along which it extends a total distance of 144 metres or thereby, 
On or towards the North east by open ground along which it extends 3.1 metres or thereby, Generally on or towards the 
South east by the subjects forming numbers 18-24 Shuna Terrace, Soroba, Oban along which it extends (1st) 52 metres or 
thereby measuring along the north north western edge of a footpath, (2nd) 6.9 metres or thereby measuring partly along 
the west south western edge of a footpath and partly along the west south western face of a retaining wall, (3rd) 34 
metres or thereby measuring along the north north western edge of a kerb, (4th) 1.6 metres or thereby measuring along 
the east north eastern edge of a footpath, (5th) 12 metres or thereby and 17.5 metres or thereby measuring respectively 
along the north western and north north western edges of a footpath, (6th) 3 metres or thereby measuring along the 
face of a wall, (7th) 18 metres or thereby by a fence and (8th) 2 metres or thereby and 7 metres or thereby measuring 
respectively along the east north eastern and north north western edges of a flight of steps, And generally on or towards 
the west south west by other ground at Soroba, Oban along which it extends (1st) 5.5 metres or thereby measuring along 
the north eastern edge of a flight of steps, (2nd) 6 metres or thereby across a roadway and (3rd) 23.5 metres or thereby 
measuring partly across a footpath and partly along the east north eastern edge of an access path, all as the said plot or 
area of land is shown delineated in red and coloured red on the map annexed and executed as relative to the Argyll and 
Bute Council, Land at Shuna Terrace, Soroba, Oban, Compulsory Purchase Order 2007, but always excepting therefrom all 
rights of property, exclusive, common, mutual or otherwise, in and to the whole or any part or parts of the said plot or 
area of land now vested in Argyll and Bute Council.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the 
location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 09/12/2010

•Ref No: 10/01747/AMSC
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Bryce
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South Of Church Of Scotland Manse Craighouse Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below and by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to Lorn House 
Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/01487/PP
Applicant: Edward Towers Roberts
Proposal: Erection of 5 dwellinghouses with detached garages
Site Address: Land East Of Cleigh Mill Kilmore Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4XT
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the 
location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 09/12/2010

•Ref No: 10/01331/PP
Applicant: Ms B Roth
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse.
Site Address: The Old Mill Torloisk Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA74 6NH
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig

•Ref No: 10/01651/PP
Applicant: Paul William Toon
Proposal: Change of use from creche (Class 10) to soft play cafe (Class 11).
Site Address: Former Youth Club Soroba Lane Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4HX
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01682/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs D.M. Fairbairn
Proposal: Erection of single 15kw wind turbine
Site Address: Land 200m North West Of Crossapol House Isle Of Coll Argyll And Bute PA78 6TB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll

•Ref No: 10/01787/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs George E M Seaton
Proposal: Erection of a garage (amendment to planning consent 08/01448/DET).
Site Address: Burnlea Glenmore Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4ND
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No:10/01907/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G McPherson
Proposal: Erection of 2.5 metre high timber fence forming enclosed plant sales area, provision 
of 2 disabled parking spaces, upgrade existing access within site and landscaping works (part 
retrospective)
Site Address: Poppies Saulmore Shore Dunbeg Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1PX
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dunbeg

•Ref No: 10/01918/PP
Applicant: Mr Iain MacEwan
Proposal: Erection of side extension.
Site Address: 64 Lorn Road Dunbeg Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QQ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dunbeg
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An 
extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a 
public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published 
on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to 
the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, BAD-DARAICH, TOBERMORY, ISLE OF 
MULL, ARGYLL, TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 08/09
Take notice that the above Authority in terms of the powers conferred upon them by Section 161 
of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has confirmed the above Tree Preservation 
Order which took effect on 28th September 2010, without modification.
A Certified Copy of the said Tree Preservation Order and map, as confirmed, have been deposited at Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll and may be 
inspected during normal working hours for a period of 28 days from the date of this advertisement.

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law

FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR SITES AT:
• GANAVAN SANDS CAR PARK, OBAN • McCAIGS TOWER, OBAN
• CORRAN HALLS, OBAN • PULPIT HILL, OBAN
Offers are invited for each individual site or for a combination of some or all of the sites.  Offers over £125 per week are 
invited for the Ganavan Sands Car Park site, offers over £50 per week for the Corran Halls site, offers over £25 per week 
for the McCaigs Tower site and offers over £25 per week for the Pulpit Hill site.
Closing date for offers is Friday 14th January 2011

For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh, G84 8ND
Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

The following decrofting 
Directions have been 
granted:
Part Croft
1 Braefoot, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
Direction dated 10 
November 2010 granted 
to Mrs Deborah J Philip.  
Area ext to 0.157 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land 
is used for a house site.  
2. Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stockproof 
fence within 4 months 
of completion of the 
proposed development.  
3. Maintenance of the 
fence by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
Case Number: 
4.86.27543
The granting of this 
Direction may be 
appealed to the Scottish 
Land Court, within 42 
days from the date of 
this advert.  Information 
on how to appeal is 
available from the Crofters 
Commission.

The Executor of the late 
Peter Birrell has applied 
to decroft part of the 
croft at Pt 45/46 Banavie 
Kilmallie extending to 
0.208 ha for the purpose 
of providing a site for a 
dwelling house.  Case 
number:  4.86.27999
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk,, by 3 December 
2010 quoting the above 
case number.  
Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of 
Information inquiry.

APPLICATIONS TO 
CREATE A NEW CROFT
Mrs Elizabeth Henderson 
and Mrs Helen Clarke,
owners of Craigmore, 
Gruline, Isle of Mull are 
applying to create a new 
croft.
If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 3 December 
2010 quoting 5.01.28247.  
Please specify your interest 
in the application and your 
reasons for objecting.  A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant.

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SINGLE MOORING: LOCH SUNART
Notice is hereby given that Simon Topham has applied to the 

Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 

34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by section 

36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, in respect of a new 

single mooring located off  the northern shore of Loch Sunart 

at Resipole:

 Description Latitude Longitude

 Mooring 56 42.660N 05 44.012W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 

Ardnamurchan Library, Sunart Centre, Strontian, Argyll.

 Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the 

application should be made in writing to:

 Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 

Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

within 28 days of the date of this notice quoting reference: 

 2SPC\2\5\423

 Dr Simon Topham, Archies Croft , Resipole , Strontian , Argyll

DINGWALL and 
Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 129 adult head 
of breeding cattle at 
Dingwall last Monday 
when quality younger 
units sold well and were 
short of requirements.

Bulling heifers sold to 
£950 for a Simmental 
from Blackford Farm, 
Croy.

Heifers with bull 
calves sold to £950 for 
a Shorthorn cross from 
Birchwood, Dornoch 
while heifers with heifer 
calves sold to £1,500 for 
a Simmental cross from 
Aberchalder, Invergarry. 

Cows with bull calves 
sold to £1,350 for a 
Blonde D’Aquitaine 
cross from Upper 
Bogrow, Edderton 
while cows with heifer 
calves sold to £1,000 
for an Aberdeen Angus 
cross also from Upper 
Bogrow.

In calf heifers sold to 
£980 for a Luing cross 
from Culmill, Kiltarlity 
while in calf cows 
sold to £1,320 for a 
Belgian Blue cross from 
Aberchalder. 

Bulls sold to £950 for 
a Aberdeen Angus from 
Drumgask, Laggan.

Quality
breeding
cattle in 
demand at 
Dingwall

BUSINESSES supporting an 
Oban primary school will soon 
be wearing a badge of honour.

thank you to all its supporters 
by letting them tell other people 
that they care.

said: ‘We wanted to say a very 
big thank you to everybody who 
has supported us this year and 
we have given local businesses 
of Oban our school badge to 
display in their window.  

School in turn would ask friends 
and family to acknowledge the 

support these businesses have 
made.

‘Oban is a small town with 
a very big heart and this year 
has shown us, no matter how 
small or large the business their 
contributions show how much 
they care about the community 
they are part of. 

‘Donations of goods and gifts 
from local shops, hairdressers 
and hotels, restaurants and 
supermarkets have enabled us 
to host our two main fundraising 

events have meant that we 
are able to help with school 
trips, classroom materials, a 
large donation towards the 

new climbing wall as well as 
Christmas festivities and a visit 
from the travelling zoo. 

‘Donations toward the school 
library system and indoor 
activity games are among the 
goals achieved in just one year.

school and the support for the 
children is fantastic. 

‘Communities like Oban need 
to invest in each other to grow 
strong.

to our fundraising events is put 
directly back into the heart of 
Oban creates a strong foundation 
along with support and structure 
of a great school we encourage 
our children to feel inspired and 
valued within their community.’

Members of Rockfi eld PTA present staff  from Trinity Hair Salon with their badge. 16_t47badge1

Oban primary school supporters 
recognised with a badge of honour

Loch Awe was shocked 
when her friend died a 
few days before a gig to 

the illness the friend was 
suffering from.

fundraiser involving four 
up-and-coming bands 
from the area after being 
inspired to do so when 
her best friend Sharon 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.

only diagnosed with 
cancer at the beginning 
of October this year. We 
knew it was serious but 
I was devastated to learn 
that she had died earlier 
this week.

‘I thought about putting 
off the party but the staff 
at Brander Lodge have 
been very supportive 
– giving us the venue for 

that I decided that Sharon 
would have loved a party 
like this and we should 
just go ahead.’

that her friend was not at 
the party as she would 
have really enjoyed it.

Her idea paid off as 
the music performed by 

Castor, Saw Mill Jackson 

locals rushing to get on 

£519.42.

Right: 
Revellers 
at the Wear 
it Pink 
night held 
in Brander 
Lodge 
to raise 
money 
for Cancer 
Research.
07_t45pink1

cash for 
cancer care
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£400

FOR SCRAP ONLY, 
Fridge 9’ x 7’ wide, 

tow away.

Telephone: 
07899 896608

RENAULT 
FRIDGE VAN TOP HAT 25

£4500

Cold Mould Teak
2x outboards 4hp, 8hp (20hrs)

Tender, Sails, Mooring.

Tel: 01631 570632 or 07887 481781

4WD POWERED BARROW GALV. 
TIPPING SKIP

£1675 inc VAT

Takes 250kg, Honda engine, just 28” wide, great for building 
sites, landscaping, etc. Unused. Free delivery in mainland Argyll. 
Accessories available (extra £) include snow plough, flatbed, side 

extensions, tow hitch.

Tel: Andy on 01546 886275 (Minard)
£1000

CW spools, hoses & 
brackets, bolts to fit 
135,165,265 etc.

Telephone: 
01855 821568 or 

07889 959500

MF80
POWER

LOADER, 
WITH GRAPE 

& BUCKET

£3950

4WD estate, 2.5 diesel, leather seats, 
recent brake overhaul and suspension 

upgradetowbar, tyres all good, MOT Jan, 
taxed end Jan, in excellent running order, 

but now surplus to requirements.

Call for full details. 
01546 886275 

(Minard)

2000 AUDI 
ALLROAD

£2200

Blue, X Reg. 2001, 71200 
miles, 5 door, petrol, 5 

months tax, 12 months MOT, 
CD, Central locking, FSH, 

good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 710448

SUBARU IMPREZA 
1.6 TS AWD

WANTED 
TOYOTA 
HILUX

4 X 4 OR 
W WHEEL 

DRIVE

Petrol or diesel, 
any condition, 
top prices paid

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

08 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, roll bars, shutter cover, black, 60k.  £11,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick up, leather, black, 47k  £11,750
57 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, parking sensors, grey £11,250
08 MITSUBISHI L200Warrior double cab pick up, black  £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Elegance double cab pick up auto full spec, leather, 40k  £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, manual, e-pack, alloys, black, 26k £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up, manual, full leather, sat nav, e-pack, alloys, black,  £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double cab pick up, Manual, New shape, Met grey £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up Truckman canopy, white  £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up, leather, sports top, black £6,950
01 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double cab pick up, Canopy, Tow bar, Met blue/silver, 50,000 £3,950
07 NISSAN Navara Aventura, Double cab pick up, Manual, Sat nav, Heated leather, Black,40k £12,950 no vat
57 NISSAN Navara Sport, Double cab pickup, E pack, Alloys, Black, 34k  £10,450
07 NISSAN Navara, double cab pick-up, manual e-pack, 6 speed, canopy, silver, 60k £8,950
54 NISSAN Navara, king cab pick up, manual, e-pack, alloys, canopy, met. Blue, 70k £5,950
53 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, Double cab pick up, Canopy, Alloys, A/c, Cd, Silver, 70k £5,750
07 FORD Ranger, Double cab pickup, 3 ton tow, E pack, White, 24k  £8,750
07 FORD Ranger, Single cab pickup, 4wd, 3 ton tow, mat blue, 50k  £7,950
59 FORD Transit T280s 115 Trend Limited Edition, Sat Nav,Dvd,Cd,Side Step, A Bar, Silver 17k  £p.o.a
08 FORD Transit 350 TDCi tipper pick-up, white  £9,450
57 FORD Transit 350 crew cab tipper, tow bar, white, 60k £8,950
07 FORD Transit 350 TDCI  LWB  Hightop White 60K £6,950
04 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 LWB, crew cab tipper, alloy body, crane £5,950
55 FORD Transit 280 85 SWB Van, white, 50k, choice  £4,950
07 VW Transporter T30 LWB Pickup, Purpose built alloy body, Tool lockers, White, 30k £8,950
57 VAUXHALL Astra van club model, e/pck 6 speed, cd, met silver, 60k £5,950
06 VAUXHALL Combo van, CDTI, side door, air con, e-pack, blue, 25k  £4,650
55 MERCEDES 311 CDI 12 Seat Mini Bus, mwb, high roof, sld, 60k, white £5,950
98 NEW HOLLAND  95 wheeled excavator, 4 in 1 bucket, 4 wd, 4000 hrs, very clean £12,950
05 NEW HOLLAND TC21 compact tractor, 4wd hst mid mount mower + grass collector 350 hrs  £7,950
IVOR WILLIAMS 14ft Tri-Axel Stock Trailer, Full sheep decks and division gate, Very tidy  £2,950
IVOR WILLIAMS 10ft allow body to suit Ford Transit, alloy gates & division  £1,750

17.5%

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 8000 miles ................£11,500

59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 11,000 miles...................£9,950

09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£15,995

08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £8,950

08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550

07 Renault Megane Senic Exp, DCI 86, Silver, 46000  ......................£6,750

07 Renault Megane Extreme 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, Silver, 18000,  ....£5,650

07 Renault Laguna Sport Tourer , Dci 150, 38,000miles ...................£8,500

06 Renault Modus Dyn, black, 22,000 miles ....................................£5,550

58 Peugeot 308 S HDi 107 Estate, grey, 5,600 miles  .....................£10,995

57 Honda Civic SE Vtec, 1.8, 5Dr, Silver, 44,000 miles ....................£8,995

53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82,500 miles ............................£3,450

04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£3,250

04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650

54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350

52 Vauxhall Agila Club, 1.2, 5Dr, Blue, 45,000 miles .......................£1,950

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Traffic, SL27 Dci ............................................ £8,950 +vat
08 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £5,650 +vat
04 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £2,500 +vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

£2000 o.n.o.

2002.  93K miles
Taxed Feb 2011

MOT August 2011
Electric windows

Air con. Good runner.

Telephone: 
07968584123

(Arran)

NISSAN ALMERA 
TWISTER 1.5L

£2300 o.n.o.

52 reg 
40,000 miles, 
Tax and MOT,

Roof rack
 Lined inside.

Telephone: 
07795 548204 or 

01770 (Arran) 860529

TRANSIT
VAN MAZDA 6

£5750 o.n.o.

2007 reg
Diesel

Under 40,000 miles

Tel: 01546 603030

£1750 o.n.o.

51 reg, 280, Long wheel 
base, 2.4td, Duratorq auto, 
Wood lined, 4 good tyres, 

7 months MOT, 5 months tax, 
67,000 miles since new, 

2 owners, Good condition for 
year, Very good on fuel.

Telephone: 
07795 341113

FORD
TRANSIT

52 reg, 
1 years MOT, 
6 months tax.

Telephone: 
01586 551150

VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA

1.6 CLUB

£1,300 o.n.o.£3995 o.n.o.

16v Automatic, petrol, 
30K miles, FSH, Tax, MOT 

Nov 11.

Telephone: 
07795 150479 or 

01546 870647

RENAULT SCENIC 
DYNAMIQUE 1.6

£6250 o.n.o.

Brand new alloy body.
55 reg  80,000 miles

taxed and Mot’d,
good condition.

Telephone: 
07500 786612

FORD TRANSIT 
LWB BEAVERTAIL

£7500 o.n.o.

Automatic
110,000 miles

Full leather interior
MOT 1 Year.

Telephone: 
01770 600242

(Arran)

BMW
320D

HONDA CIVIC TYPE R 
2.0

£5000

2002 model, Nighthawk Black, 62,000 miles, MOT May 2011, 
Taxed 6 months, K&N Airfilter, Magnaflow exhaust, Usual Type R 

specs, Very good condition inside and out, Reliable and fast.

Tel: 07765 524248

£2000

58K. 11 months MOT.
5 months Tax. 

FSH. 

Telephone: 
07778 879964 or

01688 302287

CITROEN
SAXO VTR

£2950

2005, MOT April 2011, 
Tax July 2011, 59,000 miles.

Good Condition.

Telephone: 
01866 822465.

VAUXHALL
COMBO 1.3CDTI VAN

Vector Sport, 2005 reg.,Tax & MOT 
March, Green with Parchment 
leather, many extras, vgc, fsh, 
91k miles, good runner and 

economical.
£4000 o.n.o.

Telephone: 
01631 710176 or 

07857 447547

SAAB 9-3

HONDA CIVIC TYPE R 
2.0L

£5500

2003, 70,000 miles
Tax February 28, 2011

MOT February 18, 2011

Tel: 01880 820138 / 07767 800794

Suzuki Alto GL 1.1
£2675.00
2004, 21,500 miles
Full Service & New MOT At Time Of Purchase

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

CAR OF THE WEEK

£2,950 +VAT

06 reg,  very good 
condition, tax and MOT, 
wood lined in rear, side 

loading door, white, 
55,00 miles.

Telephone: 
07747 016900

RENAULT 
KANGOO VAN

£890

MOT May, taxed 
March, really good 
condition, metallic 

green.

Telephone: 
07789597092

FORD FOCUS 
GHIA 1999

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440

John Spicer will be in Oban on 
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th if 
there is any specific model you 
would like to arrange to test drive 
that weekend please contact him 
now to discuss your requirements

Isuzu Rodeo Denver
Special edition
only £14,990 plus VAT
Our special edition comes as standard 
Isuzu Rodeo Denver plus A towbar
with single electrics, an over-rail 
bedliner and rubbermats.

Order your new vehicle before the end 
of December 2010

beat the vat rise

£1795 o.n.o.

49000 Miles.
Excellent condition 

MOT and TAX.

Telephone: 
Day – 07707 858050

After 6 – 
01631 710145

CLIO EXPRESSION 
1.2

RINKER
FESTIVA 20FT

£9000

Mercruiser 4.3 petrol
Tel: 01546 870601

HONDA CIVIC 16i
V TEC SE

£3500 no offers

2004, 66,000 miles, 6 months tax, 12 month MOT
4 brand new firestone tyres

Excellent condition

Tel: 01880 820 138 / 07767 800794

RENAULT MEGANE 
DYNAMIQUE

£4250 o.n.o.

2005, 1.9 dci (120),  71,000, Black, 
5 door hatch back, Alloys, Good condition.

Telephone: 
01546 850339 / 07900 677962



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
  Covering Glasgow, 

Argyll and the Islands

We provide a friendly and reliable service to all our customers

• Rewiring & New Builds
• Commercial & Industrial Installations
• Periodic Inspection & Testing
• Portable Appliance Testing
• Electric Heating Installations
• Lighting & Emergency Lighting
• Fire Alarm Installations

• Door Entry Systems
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Service & Maintenance
• Hazardous Areas Installations
• Trace Heating Installations
• Data Network Installations
• Industrial Electrical Automation

LOCAL SAWMILL
CUTTING TIMBER TO

YOUR SPECIFICATION
mainly hardwoods air 

dried in stock including 
OAK AND ASH 

Beams, planks and lintels kiln dried to order

FIREWOOD / SPLIT LOGS

01631 569937
07881 418565

•TIMBER

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com
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2,3 or 4+ Day Intensive Driving Course 
in Kyle of Lochalsh.
Grade 5 Instructor with 25 years experience.
Easy, relaxed and stress free driving tuition.

•DRIVING SCHOOL

PERSONALS

The Lord Jesus says 

is against me.’

WORDS BY THE WAYSIDE
“Behold, my servants shall 

sing for joy of heart, 
but ye shall cry for sorrow 
of heart, and shall howl for 

vexation of spirit”

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

To Dochie and Sue Cameron 
(nee Fryer), Kilchoan

Married in St Mary’s Church, 
Eastham, Cheshire on November 

21, 1970
With our love Justin, Jennifer, 

Sally-Ann, Gus, Connie and Rosie xx

Happy Ruby Wedding Anniversary

Happy 18th 
Birthday Ben

Love from Mum 
and Kenny

memorable day.

Kieran Denis Healey
21/11/89

Tons of love

Gang x

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

 BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT 

sound baby monitor, great 

PLAYMAT hardly used, ex 

to ride next to mum on a 

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

,
½HP, 11” Throat on stand, 

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

Never been used, suitable 

 DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREWOOD

 FURNITURE

Hours.

 GARDEN

FLYMO TYPE

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

you about this bargain, ideal 

head absolute bargain, good 

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

 LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER

OBAN TIMES WEST 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MOBILITY

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

A3, single/double sided, 

 TOYS AND GAMES

mum, dad, brother, sister, 

 TRAILERS

WANTED

Student Player, 34 strings 
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 21 November 2010

Christ the King
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

No Service
St Columba, 

Gruline, Mull
Mattins .......................11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ...........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 21 November 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 21 November 2010

Oban High School
Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

McCullough - McWhirter
On the 14th August 2010, Crieff Hydro Hotel

Kieran, eldest son of Frankie and Peggy, Ballynahinch, 
Northern Ireland to Linda, daughter of Agnes, Clachan 

and Graham, Isle of Colonsay

WEDDINGS

Being Catholic
Are you...

Catholic faith?

Married to a Catholic or a parent of 
Catholic children?

A Catholic who has lapsed and 

SUNDAY 21 NOVEMBER
3 – 4PM

BIRTH

ENGAGEMENTS
MACFARLANE  - 
STEVENSON - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement 
of Andrew, grandson of the 
late Catherine and Donald, 
Airds Croft, Taynuilt and 
Fiona, Motherwell. A 
schoolgirl’s dream come 
true.

DEATH 
CAMERON - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on 
November 15, 2010, after 
a short illness, aged 69 
years, Angus, 52 Achlonan, 
Taynuilt, beloved husband 
of Janet (McIldowie) and 
father to Alasdair and 
grampa to Niamh, Sorely 
and Finlay.  Funeral at Perth 
Crematorium on November 

only, donations if desired 
to Macmillan Cancer 
Support.
KERR – Raymond, 
suddenly at Raigmore 
Hospital on Saturday 
November 13, 2010, 
beloved son, daddy, brother 
and uncle. Funeral will 
take place in St Columba’s 
Church, Mallaig on 
Friday November 19 at 
1pm thereafter to Beoraid 
Cemetery, Morar. Family 

donations if desired may 
be made in church for the 
Chest, Heart and Stroke 
Scotland.
MACASKILL – Peacefully 
at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley on 
Tuesday November 9, 
2010. John, in his 95th year, 
originally of Eoligarry, 
Barra, a much loved father 
of Shona.
MACDOWALL - 
Peacefully, after a long 
illness bravely borne, 
Rena aged 84 years 
died on November 9, 
2010. Beloved wife of 
Andrew, loving mother 
of Patrick, Andrew and 
Kirsty and a grandmother 
of eight grand children. 
Gad ionndrainn gu mór.
MATHESON – Mollie, 
aged 83 years, 11 Glenview, 
Dalmally, died peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on 
Wednesday November 10, 
2010. Dearly loved sister 
to John and the late Jimmy, 
Josie and Kenny and a dear 
sister-in-law and auntie. 
Sadly missed.
PATERSON - Suddenly, 
but peacefully at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on  November 13, 2010, 
aged 81 years, Sheila, 
beloved wife of Colin and 
much loved mother of 
Angus and Hamish.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CHRISTIE – Stewart, 
Jane, Duncan and family 
would like to thank most 
sincerely family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
many kind expressions 
of sympathy, beautiful 

during their recent sad loss. 
Thanks to Dr De Laat and 
staff district nurses and the 
Rev John Lincoln, a special 
thanks to Andrew and 
Ross Anderson for their 

funeral arrangements and 
to all those who paid their 
last respects and gave so 
generously to the Falls of 
Dochart Retirement Home, 
Killin.
MACDONALD - The 
family of the late Allan 
MacDonald would like 
to thank friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
Rev D Kelliss for his 
comforting service, organist 
Ann MacInnes, undertaker 
Ewen MacLennan of J 
MacLellan & Co and to all 
who paid their last respects 
at Ardgour Church and 
Cemetery. Thanks also 
to Ardgour Hotel for the 
excellent catering. The sum 
of £147.83 will be donated 
to the Highland Hospice.
REID – Catriona and 
family would like to thank 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for cards, phone 

of sympathy and emotional 
support following the 
untimely death of Leslie.  
Thanks to Management 
and colleagues at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital for 
their support.  Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his comforting 
service, Mr Moncrieff 
organist and Tommy 
McCrindle for piping 

at the church.  Catriona 
of Hamish Hoey for her 
professional and sensitive 
support in arranging the 
funeral.  The Royal Hotel 
for catering arrangements.  
Finally thanks to all who 
attended the church and 
the graveside.  Amount 
collected for Oban Hospice 
£369.74.  God Bless

MEMORIAMS 
BLAIR – Remembering 
today and always my dear 
husband Robert.  Died 
November 19, 1989.
- Katie.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of a very dear 
husband, father and 
grandfather, Angus, died 
18 November 1994.
Too special to forget
 - Rosemary, Ann Marie, 
Catriona, Angus, Elaine, 
Liam, Stewart, Sophie and 
Alex.
DAVIS - Gavin Lee, 
November 17, 2000.
Ten years have gone since 
you were taken away
We sit and wonder what 
words can say to let you 
know how we feel today
But there are none Gav, 
only we love and miss you 
more as time goes on
Because to us you were 
such a wonderful son.
- Love and kisses Mum and 
Dad. xxx
DAVIS - Gavin, a dearly 
loved brother taken on 
November 17, 2000.
Time may pass and fade 
away
But memories of you will 
always stay.
- Love always Sheri and 
Martin.xxx
Uncle Gavin
Just to show that I 
remember.
-  Love from Tyler. xxx
DAVIS – Gavin.  Dearest 
cousin Gav you will always 
be alive in our hearts.
- Love Deb.
FERGUSON – In loving 
memory of my dear son, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle Donald, who died on 
November 17, 2008.
Today, tomorrow, our 
whole life through
We will always love and 
remember you.
Loving mother Jessie and 
family, Barra.
HENDERSON - In 
loving memory of my dear 
husband, Iain, who died 
November 22, 2002.
Silent thoughts 
Memories dear
As time unfolds another 
year.
- Isabel.
KEITH – Cherished 
memories of Neil, a 
loving husband, father and 
grandpa.
Remembered always.
- Mary
MACINTYRE – Treasured 
memories of beloved 
parents, parents-in-law and 
grandparents, Archibald 
(Baldy) and Mary (Boyd) 
whose anniversaries occur 
at this time.  
Always in our thoughts 
 - from Iain, Jane, Caroline 
and Boyd, Edinburgh 
MACINTYRE – Precious 
memories of my beloved 
parents Mary MacIntyre 
(neé Boyd ), who died on 
November 16, 2005 and 
Archie MacIntyre (Baldy), 
who died on December 17, 
1989.
Too special to ever forget.
- Love Betty
MACINTYRE – Precious 
memories of my beloved 
parents, grandparents and 
great grandparents, Mary 
MacIntyre (neé Boyd), 
who died on  November 16, 
2005 and Archie MacIntyre 
(Baldy), who died on 
December 17, 1989.
- Susan, Jim and family.
Gad Ionndrainn Gad 
Cuimhnachadh

MACKAY – Treasured 
memories of Christine a 
much loved wife, mum and 
nana, who passed away on 
November 18, 2006.
To live in the hearts of 
those we leave behind is 
not to die.
Sorely missed, Donnie, 
Donna, Finlay, Rebecca 
and families.
MACKAY – Loving 
memories of Christine, 
died November 18, 2006
Love you and miss you.
- Mum, Rebecca and sister 
Elizabeth xxxx
Auntie, memories never 
fade
You are with us always.
- Nicola, John, Thomas 
and families x
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of Eddie, father 
and grandfather, who died 
November 22, 1968. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Family, Inverary and 
Canada.
MCLENNAN - Treasured 
memories of Kenny, a 
devoted husband, father 
and senair who died 
November 17, 2003.
Life is not measured by the 
years that you live,
But by the things you do 
and the love that you give
As you were Kenny you 
will always be,
Someone special in our 
memory
Smile and remember
-Rena and family
MORREN - In loving 
memory of a dear 
brother and uncle, John 
(Ian) Morren, who died 
November 20, 2007.
Always remembered.
- Ellen and family, Ron 
and Bess.
RICHMOND – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Agnes 
Richmond (neé Paterson), 
9 Lismore Crescent, Oban, 
who passed away on 
November 21, 1984.
Time may hide the 
sadness
Like the smiles that hide 
the tears
But memories hold you 
close to us
Despite the passing years.
Time goes on without you
And the days turn into 
years
Each moment holds a 
memory
And many silent tears.
Sometimes it seems a 
lifetime
Sometimes just a day
But in our hearts and in our 
thoughts
You are never far away.
Inserted by her ever loving 
son Victor, daughter-in-law 
Anne and grandchildren 
Yvonne and John, 
Bermuda.
STORMONTH - In loving 
memory of our dearest 
Marshall, who died on 
November 18, 1993
Always and ever in our 
thoughts.
- Mum, Islay, Murray, Mull 
and Aileen, Carnwarth.
TRAYNOR – Precious 
memories of my dear 
husband John, who passed 
away November 22, 1994
Time passes, memories 
stay
As near and dear as 
yesterday.
- Love always Jessie.
TRAYNOR – Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
father and papa, John.
No matter how our lives 
have changed
No matter what we do
A special place within our 
hearts
Is always kept for you
- Love Violet, Janette, 
Jennifer and families.
WRIGHT –
Happy Birthday Dad.
Hope you are having a 
party up there.
Miss you too much.
- Love Deb

AULD – PREISS
Jacqueline and Darryn are 
pleased to announce with 
great delight the birth of 

their daughter Lucy, born at 
RAH Paisley on November 
8, 2010.  First grandchild 
for Iain and Joan (Oban) 

Irene and the late Richard 
(Johnstone). Beautiful wee 
cousin for Lewis.  Grateful 

thanks to all at the RAH 
Paisley who cared for 
Jacqueline and Lucy.

Pictured at the St John’s Cathedral Charity Sale last Saturday are, from left, organiser Irene Main, Barbara Topping and 
Christine Marlow. The event raised £816.50 for North Argyll Carers and Help for Heroes. 07_t47sale01

Sales raises £800 for two good causes

Teresa, centre, with her medal, and sister-in-law Ann, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles Joseph Toal, 
Father Joseph Calleja. Teresa’s brother John, right, holds her certifi cate from the Pope.

A MORAR woman has been 
honoured by the Pope for her 50 
years of service to church and 
community.

At morning Mass in Our Lady 
and St Cumin’s, Teresa MacKenzie 
was conferred with the ‘Bene 
merenti’ (well deserved) medal 

Pope Benedict for her dedicated 
work in Morar and Mallaig.

The Most Reverend Joseph 
Toal, Bishop of Argyll and the 

Isles, made the presentation with 
Teresa’s sister Kathleen, from 
Paisley, and brother John and 
his wife Ann, from Dollar, in 
attendance.

Local parish priest, Fr Joe 
Calleja, put Teresa’s name 
forward because he felt that her 
years of service since 1959 should 
be recognised.

‘For many years when she had 
no car she would walk to the 
parish house in Morar in the rain 

or wind to do her duty towards the 
parish,’ he said.

Parish priests and curates 
Teresa has worked with over the 
years include Angus MacQueen 
(1954-59), John MacLean (1959-
62), James Galbraith (1962-68), 
Edward Murphy (1966-68), 
Ewen MacInnes (1968-91), John 
A. MacNeil (1991-93), James 
MacNeil (1993-95), Michael 
Hutson (1995-2001) and Fr 
Calleja (2001-).

Teresa honoured for long service to parish

EXACTLY a week ago it was 
Armistice Day. Last Sunday many 
gathered round War Memorials 
to honour those who died in two 
world wars and the many wars 
since.

Why do we have Remembrance 
Sunday every year? Because the 
giving of life is the most precious 
gift someone can offer another. 
These men and women died in the 
service of their country, so that 
we who remain might enjoy real 
freedom rather than have to live 

under a cruel regime.
Compared to the crowds 

gathering around the war 
memorials of this country, how 

our churches every Easter Sunday 
stack up? Yet they, too, are 
remembering a life laid down on 
their behalf – a life not of some 
unknown soldier or indeed of an 
eminent military commander, but 
the Lord of Life Himself.

Jesus said of himself: ‘I am come 
that they might have life, and have 

it in all its fullness.’ (John 10:10)
He achieved this fullness of life 

for every one of us by voluntarily 
laying down His life on the 
Cross. It wasn’t the case that the 
authorities got the better of him, 
he deliberately chose the way of 
the Cross for himself. 

Do war memorial services leave 
us unmoved? So why is it that 
we pay so little regard to an even 

Dr ERIC MORGAN

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

AN OBAN couple celebrated their recent 
golden wedding anniversary with a dance at 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls.
Alex Sharp, a postman in the area for 44 years, 
and his wife Marion, who worked in school 
kitchens at Rockfi eld and St Columba’s in Oban, 
celebrated with family and friends as Michael 
Garvin’s dance band played.
The couple, who were married on September 
29 1960, have a son, Thomas, and a daughter, 
Linda, and have two grandchildren.
Marion, who met her husband when she was 
16, said: ‘There’s no secret to a long lasting 
marriage. Alex is just a good and kind man and 
I couldn’t imagine my life without him.’

Couple step out in 
style to mark golden 
wedding anniversary

Currying favour in 
national contest
AN INDIAN restaurant on 
Barra is celebrating after 
coming fourth in a national 
curry competition.

Café Kisimul was nomi-
nated for the Newby Teas 

MP, Angus MacNeil, and 
despite chefs Rohal and 
Pauline Bari wowing 
celebrity judges Ainsley 
Harriott and Celebrity Mas-
terchef winner, actress Lisa 
Faulkner, they just missed 
out on the top title.

competition, organised by a 
group of curry loving MPs, 
was held at the House of 
Commons last week and 
Café Kisimul was the sole 

The restaurant was nomi-
nated for the award by Mr 
MacNeil thanks not only 
to its exceptional cooking, 
but because of a dedication 
to customer service that 
sees curries delivered to its 
neighbouring island – nearly 
four hours away.

Every week, up to 30 cur-
ries are carefully put into 
insulated containers with 
reheating instructions and 
sent to Coll via the ferry. 

They leave at 3.15pm, ar-
riving at around 7.10pm, to 
the delight of food lovers.

A record entry of 74 res-
taurants were nominated for 

£250 raised for 
Appin kids’ parties
A WHIST drive organised 
by Appin SWRI on Friday 
raised £250 towards the 
children’s Christmas parties 
held every year in the vil-
lage.

President Doreen Evans 
introduced Alan MacKenzie 
as card master for the night.

There were eleven tables 
and winners were: 1st La-
dies - Christine Jackson; 1st 
Gents - Ian MacCormick; 
2nd Ladies - Jean Robert-
son; 2nd Gents - Margaret 
Ross.

Consolation Prize: Ladies 
- Davina Plank, Gents 
- Moira Thomson. Travel-
ling Prize: Ladies - Myra 
MacDougall; Gents - Eddie 
Campbell. Longest sitter in 
one place: Moira Thomson.

MG
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Revenge
of the Irish

Split League Challenge fever grips Oban Express primary football

SHINTY-HURLING

SHINTY

Saints and Greenock serve up a cracker

New scoring criteria 
gives visitors 5-4 victory

Newtonmore’s Scott Campbell goes in for the challenge.

IRELAND delivered the 
response Scotland feared on 
Saturday to win their second 
shinty/hurling international 
in a row in Inverness and 
take the Marine Harvest 
Quaich across the sea.

Joe Dooley’s men travelled 
to the Highland capital 
aware that, under the new 
points system, Scotland led 
the series 3-1.

Drew McNeil’s charges 
recorded an excellent 22-
21 victory at Croke Park a 
fortnight ago and looked to 
have done the donkey work. 
However, Ireland had other 
ideas and, ultimately, it was 
their captain Tommy Walsh 
holding aloft the trophy at 
the Bught Park.

Inception

its inception that the annual 
mixed rules game had been 

played on a home and away 
basis.
The experiment was hailed 

a success and negotiations 
are underway between 
shinty’s Camanachd Asso-
ciation and the GAA to 

Politics aside, Scotland will 
be looking for a resurgence 
following two years of 
painful Irish triumph.

For the 1,500 people who 

clash, there must have been 
the feeling that things could 
have been different.
The loss of inspirational 

captain Ronald Ross with 
a serious ankle ligament 

period was a severe blow to 
the Scots, with Ross already 

There were several occas-
ions in the second half 

Ireland’s goal would have 
been dispatched by a striker 
the quality of Scotland’s 

Outcome
Had some of the potential 

two point hits over the 
uprights also been executed 
instead of falling wide, the 
outcome could have been 

16 scoreline.
Sadly, it is all hindsight and 

McNeil and his coaching 
staff will now be devising a 

in Scotland’s favour. Ireland, 
vanquished in Dublin were 
hot in Inverness.

Shane Dooley, the Irish 
manager’s son, was the 
architect-in-chief of all that 
was good about Ireland’s play.
His repertoire included goals, 
as well as distance hits, and 
his 10-point haul makes him 
as close to the perfect modern 
shinty/hurling player that it 

is possible to be. Scotland 
did well to shackle Irish 
All-Stars Walsh and Gareth 
‘Magic’ Johnston but they 
had no antidote to Dooley.

by the 12 minute mark but 
Dooley had taken four to 
keep Ireland in contention. 

Gary Innes saw Paul 

goalmouth to touch a certain 
goal over the posts for one 
point and Fort William’s 
John MacDonald clipped 
a two point strike over the 
uprights.
 Stubborn Ireland, though, 

came back to draw level 
at 8-8 at the interval with a 
Neil McManus goal and a 
Willie Hyland point. 

Out of Sight
In the second half, they 

found space all too freely.
Johnston (4), McManus (2), 
Dooley (6) and Brendan 

Murtagh put them out of 
sight. Scotland’s strikes 
came from MacDonald (3) 
and Innes (5).
The new scoring criteria 

made it 5-4 to Ireland over 
the two legs. All things 
considered, Scotland could 
have little argument.

Two-goal striker Craig MacEwan takes on Greenock defender Chris McAllister.

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 3

Greenock HSFP 1
OLD RIVALS Greenock 
High School FP were the 
visitors to Glencruitten in 
this Premier Division league 
clash and what an excellent 
game of football it turned 
out to be for the good crowd 
of spectators who turned up  
to watch.

After the recent heavy rain, 
an 8am pitch inspection 
was organised for Saturday 
morning, just to make sure 
the pitch was playable. 
Glencruitten passed the test 
so the game was on.

Manager Iain Jackson 
made a couple of changes 
from the last game, bringing 
Willie Gemmell and Myles 

FOOTBALL
with Dene Cassells taking 
over defensvie duties from 
Jamie Graham who was 
unavailble.

The visitors got off to a good 
start and had Saints pinned 
back in the early stages with 
some slick passing from 
Andy Hannah, Stuart Jack 
and Gary Louchran, with the 

Jack, but he blasted his effort 
over the bar.

Testing
The home team gradually 

hauled themselves back 
into the game with Donald 
Campbell testing out 
Jonas Andersen on three 
occasions, the last one 
resulting in a great save from 
the Norwegian keeper who 
punched Donald’s net bound 
rocket over the bar.

Two penalty claims in as 

many minutes, one from 
each team, were waved away 
by referee Doolan and to his 
credit he looked to be correct 
on both counts.

There was some excellent  
football getting played by 
both teams with no quarter 
being asked or given. The 

and fast, but the mutual 
respect the clubs and players 
have for each other meant 
that there was never any 
chance of the game getting 
out of control.

Mick McColgan had a 
good chance for the visitors 
as the half wore on but he 
blasted his effort over the 
bar, then Tim Woodcock 
made a great save blocking 
Andy Hannah’s  effort when 
he was clean through.

The deadlock was event-

ually broken a minute before 
the half time break when 
some good play resulted in 
Craig MacEwan waltzing 
past two defenders before 
curling a great shot past the 
outstretched hands of the 
Greenock keeper to give his 
side a narrow 1-0 lead at the 
interval.

The home team got off to a 

minute. Dene Cassells and 
Paul Carmichael combined 
to set up Donald Campbell 
who sent a great cross into 
the box for Craig MacEwan 
who slotted the ball home 
from six yards.

This goal stunned the Tail 
o’ the Bank side and they 
came storming back into the 
game. Tim Woodcock had 
to make another brave save 
to deny the eager Greenock 
front men.

The visitors pulled a goal 
back in the 68th minute 
when Alex Craik was 
unlucky to give away a hand 
ball at the edge of the box. 
Andy Hannah took the free 
kick and burried the ball low 
down at Tim Woodcock’s 
right hand post - game on.

Setback
Credit to the home side 

they never let this setback 
affect them and they kept 
pushing forward at every 
opportunity.

Paul Carmichael and 
Donald Campbell both 
brought out good saves from 
the Greenock netminder as 
the Oban side pushed for 
another goal.

The homesters did increase 
their advantage in the 
74th minute when Myles 
McAuley, who had a great 

corner from the right which 
the Greenock defence failed 
to clear and Paul Carmichael 
was on hand to thump the 
ball high into the net to make 
the score 3-1.

The visitors came roaring 
back into the game and Saints 
had keeper Tim Woodcock 
to thank for a great diving 
save low down to his right 
hand side.

Riveting

was riveting stuff as both 
teams went at it hammer 
and tongs, but both defences 
looked pretty solid

Saints almost netted a fourth 

a Willie Gemmell free kick  
crashed off the crossbar with 
the keeper beaten.

Referee Robert Doolan, 
from Greenock, who handled 
the game well, then blew 
for full time and it was the 
home side who celebrated a 

excellent game of football.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

delighted with his team. He 
said: ‘This was a big game 
for us. I thought the lads were 
tremendous today against a 
very good Greenock team. 

‘It was a great game, 
played in the right spirit 
which is a credit to both sets 
of players.

‘We rode our luck at times, 
but in the end I thought we 
fully deserved to get all three 
points.’ 

Saints are sponsored by 
AMP Electrical Services, 
Keyline Builders Merchants 
and Aulay’s Bar.

The team have with no 
game scheduled for this 
Saturday

SCOTTISH football favourites Chic Young, 
Craig Burley and Billy Dodds brought the 
Clydesdale SPL Trophy to Oban as part of 
the bank’s SPL Roadshow. 

Verbal Jousting
An audience of about 120 invited guests, 

who are customers of the Clydesdale’s 
Oban branch, were treated to an evening 
of banter and verbal jousting as pundits 
Burley and Dodds tore into footage of the 

Some of the guests with panellists Billy Dodds, Craig Burley and Chic Young. 
07_t47spl02

Celebrities at Oban roadshow
previous weekend’s action before taking a 
question and answer session. 

The evening was well hosted by BBC sports 
reporter Chic Young, who was the butt of a 
few jokes, himself. Afterwards, guests took 
the opportunity to have their photograph 
taken with the SPL Trophy and the special 
guests for the evening. 

OBAN Celtic Shinty Club 

footballing namesakes after 
appearing in the matchday 
programme on the day the 
football team dismantled 
Aberdeen 9-0.

Tens of thousands of Celtic 
Football Club fans will have 
read about the shinty club’s 
history and current state as 
they waited for the football 
to kick off.

Celtic FC’s programmes 

Oban Celtic feature in
Glasgow Celtic programme

feature a different Celitc 
team each week from any 
kind of sport.

Davy Hamilton of Oban 
Celtic said: ‘The club has 
been up and coming for the 
last few years and it is nice 
to be recognised.’

History
The feature looks at the 

history of the club and an 
overview of the season just 

But things could have been 

so different for the Oban 
club, which was formed 
in the 1920s because there 
were too many players in the 
town for its only team, Oban 
Camanachd.

When it came to naming 
the new Oban team, only 
the toss of a coin decided 
whether it would be Celtic 
or Rangers.

FOOTBALL

 PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALLTHE OBAN Express Primary Football League met in 
freezing temperatures but bright sunshine at the community 
pitch on Sunday for its split league challenge.

The format of the competition allows the top and bottom 
teams of their respective leagues to compete against teams 
of equal standing to promote close competition.

The P1s and P2s continued with their indoor ‘fun fours’ 
programme and the usual goal fest ensued with all the kids 
once more enjoying the chance to play against other teams 
after a week of training. New P1 team Spartak looked 
resplendent in their new red and yellow strips and certainly 
stood out from the crowd.

The junior league was split into two sections with the lower 
section containing the very evenly matched Pumas, Galaxy 
and Saints U8s, all of whom had recorded favourable results 
against one another during the league competition.

The section opened with an evenly matched game between 
Galaxy and Pumas, which was settled with Alik Aleinokov 
netting the winner for Galaxy. Pumas picked themselves off 

The U8s then played Galaxy and some staunch defending 
from Innes MacMillan and Ross Campbell combined to 
break down the Galaxy attacks with the result ending in a 
stalemate.

With each team playing twice the Pumas and Galaxy met 
again but the result went the opposite way in a storming 
game that raged from end to end. Galaxy went in front 
through Ellis Hunter but the Pumas started to push them 
back and got a well-deserved equaliser when Connor Moore 
played a one two with Lewis Budge before smashing the 
ball home. Pumas were on the ascendancy and deservedly 

the eventual winner. 
Pumas met the U8s with a chance to win the section but 

the Saints team held out for a draw, mainly thanks to some 
resolute defending from Kirsty MacArthur. However, the 
draw was enough for Pumas to win the tournament.

In the other half of the junior section, Saints U9s, 
Lochgilphead and Benderloch competed for the prize but 
both Benderloch and Lochgilphead suffered late call offs 
leaving them with depleted sides and dented their hopes.

Nonetheless the section still had to be won and the opening 
match saw Benderloch narrowly beat Lochgilphead. 
Lochgilphead also lost to the U9s, who had scorers Lennon 
Campbell and Lewis Campbell to thank for their comeback 
from a goal down. The U9s defeated all comers to win the 
section with ease with Euan Logan, Jude Bain and Aiden 
MacPhee getting their names on the score sheet.

Over in the seniors, league champions Lochgilphead 
Warriors opened the day with a 3-0 win against league 
runners up Stoddarts, thanks to goals from Cammy Simpson, 

Both Oban Saints and Saints Boys met next and cancelled 
one another out for long periods before Danny McCuish 
popped up with a late winner for the Boys. The Boys stayed 
on and then put Stoddarts to the sword with goals from 
Craig Easton and Martin Rennie.

Warriors took an early lead in their match with Oban Saints 
when Ciaran McPhee drove a loose ball into the top corner 
despite the best efforts of Saints goalkeeper Innes Dairon 
and held on for the precious win to set up a decider with 
Saints Boys.

The decider was won by a single Warriors goal, courtesy 

Oban Saints restored some pride on the day when Ben 
Coates scored the only goal of the game against Stoddarts 
when he headed home from a corner.

The lower section of the seniors looked a tasty prospect 

Lochnell and Lochgilphead Wolves.

game and settled for a share of the points. Thistle looked 

to be stealing a march on the group when they went two 
up at Lochnell thanks to goals from Scott Mossman and 

back and draw level through Stewart McAllister and Angus 
McTaggart for the second draw in the section.

despite Appin’s Dean Turner scoring a hat trick. Lochnell 
stayed hot on their heels, however, when Michael Struthers 
scored the only goal of the game against Wolves.

Thistle recorded two successive draws against Wolves 
and Appin, which dented their ambitions but the youngsters 
can be very proud of their achievements on the day despite 
losing to Stoddy Boys. Lochnell went on to defeat Appin to 
set up a decider against Stoddy Boys.

The decider was an excellent match and it was the Stoddy 
Boys who triumphed, thanks to a double from Keegan 
McPhee.

Immediate past president and previous chairman of the 
league Stuart Gibson was on hand to present the medals to 
the winners with Ross Barclay (Pumas), Euan Logan and 
Jude Bain (Saints U9s), Ciaran McPhee (Warriors) and 
Keegan McPhee (Stoddy Boys) collecting the trophies.
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1300

Spot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
W MacNeil, Balvicar Road, Oban and P McCuaig, Harbour Street, Tarbert

Competition

Fort back in action
FOOTBALL

Winter season
SHINTY

Lochaber U17s are spot on in 
London

LOCHABER Athletic Club 
junior Calum Fraser set a 
new course record of 9mins 
6secs in the Under 15 boys 
race at the Canal Bank Junior 
Winter League on Sunday.

Sean Munro was second in 
in 10.01 and Joseph Tangney 
third in 10.13.

Isla Mackay just missed the 
girls course record winning 
the Under 15 girls race in 
10.33, with Eilidh Moynihan 
second (12.01) and Hanna 
Dougan third (18.23). 

Bruce MacLean won the 
Under 13 boys race just 
ahead of brother Ewan, 
while Stephen Dent was 
third and Rosa Gibson won 
the Under 13 girls race.

Ruairdh Shaw had an 
excellent run in the Under 
11 boys race to win ahead 

LOCHABER primary 
children will get their winter 
shinty season underway 
with a tournament in the 
Nevis Centre on Friday.

All the primary schools 
in and around Fort William 
are expected to enter at 
least one team for the 
primary 5 and under round-
robin event, with up to 60 
children getting involved. 
Organiser Nicola MacKay 
said: ‘It’ll be good to get 
them swinging their sticks 
again after their summer 
holidays.’

LOCHABER Athletic Club 
had a great turn out for the 

the season, the Canal Bank, 
on Sunday.

Alan Ross (unattached) 

of 24mins 20 secs closely 
followed by John Binnie 
(LAC) in 24 mins 23 secs.

Third was Mark Shaw 
(LAC) in 25:13 and next 

(LAC) in 25:23. 
Ryan Stewart (LAC) had 

ever winter league race, 
coming home in 26:09, 
while Alan Smith (Deeside) 

veteran home in 26:25. Dave 

male veteran in 29:41. 
Sarah Byrne (LAC) 

followed Nicola Meekin 
as second woman over the 
line in 28:54, with Nix 

RAMPANT Caol put nine 
past bottom side Pogon on 
Sunday to move within two 
points of top spot in the Ali 
Young Winter League. 

Unbeaten Livercaol kept 

being held to a 2-2 draw by 
Lochaber Leisure. In a high 
scoring weekend, Goon 
Squad defeated Achintore 
FC 3-0 and Funky Five won 
4-1 against All Trades. 

Meanwhile, Crazy Crofter 

of the season with a 1-0 win 
against Ballachulish and 
NGTW and HW Energy 
played out a 0-0 draw.

Fixtures for Sunday 
November 21: Crazy 
Crofter vs Caol; Funky Five 
vs Ballachulish; Achintore 
FC vs HW Energy; NGTW 
vs Livercaol; Lochaber 
Leisure vs Pogon; All 
Trades vs Goon Squad.

LOCHABER U17 have 
added the London Shield 
to their trophy haul for the 
season after defeating Skye 
Camanachd U17 on penalties 

Braeview Park, Beauly on 
Saturday.

With a good crowd of 
supporters of both sides and 
interested locals lining the 
park,

Skye made a bright start 
with Will Cowie forcing a 
save from Lochaber keeper 
Callum MacDonald in the 
opening seconds. 

But Lochaber quickly 
got up to speed and Stuart 
Callison twice went close 

then Skye opened the scoring 
through Jordan Murchison. 

There seemed little danger 
when Murchison collected a 
pass 15 yards from goal but 
the youngster turned his man 

high into the top corner.
Skye continued to press, 

but Lochaber managed to 
draw level after 25 minutes 
after a great passing move 
down the left wing, which 
saw the ball moved from 
defence to attack for centre 
Scott Knox to slot home past 
Iain MacLeod. A minute into 
the second half Skye thought 
they had retaken the lead, 
but Chris MacLennan’s goal 
was ruled out for offside.

LOCHABER Camanachd 
player Sean Nicolson has 
a full smile again after 
losing three front teeth in 
the Scotland-Ireland Marine 
Harvest Shinty/Hurling 
International match at Bught 
Park on Saturday.

A swinging hurley caught 
Sean in the mouth and 
knocked his teeth clean out 
by the roots.

Sean was taken to 
Raigmore Hospital where 
the teeth, which had been 
placed in a glass of milk 
following the incident, were 
successfully reattached.

 Sarah, Alan and Jack Hamilton were presented with their Shark 5 certificates by Olympian 
Joanne Jackson.

FORT WILLIAM FC will 
be looking to get back on 
track this weekend against 
Brora Rangers after last 
week’s match against 
Deveronvale was called off 
due to heavy rain.

Fort, who have picked up 
just one point from eight 
away games so far, will be 
hoping for a result against 
fourth bottom side Brora. A 
win could see the Lochaber 
side move off the bottom of 

this season.

The Railway Bowling Club held their annual dinner dance 
and prize giving ceremony at the Railway Social Club on 
Saturday night. Pictured are ladies champion Helen Ross, 
club champion Gogs Hamilton and gents champion William 
Clark. Gogs also won the nominated pairs with partner L. 
Kennedy, E. Downs and A. Maclean won the balloted pairs 
and mixed pair champions were E. Downs and A. Boyle. W. 
Gibbons won the Two Bowl, E. Downs was named senior 
champion and W. Gibbons and A. Boyle won the 
president’s prize. 

FOOTBALL

Indoor football

Smile please Sean!
SHINTY

The Canal Bank Race gets underway on Sunday: a big field of almost 70 runners took part. 

Forster third in 29:44. Elma 

female veteran in 36:51. 
The club gave special 

mention to the Jog Scotland 
runners who did very well 

in 31:32 and Suzanne 
Duncan in 36:14.

LAC’s Aileen Duncan said: 
‘Well done to everyone. 
We’re looking forward 
to next week’s race, the 
Drumfada Chase.’
Results:
(Lochaber Athletics Club unless 
otherwise stated):

1, Alan Ross 24 minutes 20 
seconds M - Unattached; 2, John 
Binnie 24:23 MV40; 3, Mark Shaw 
25:13 MV40; 4, Nicola Meekin 

M; 6, Ryan Stewart 26:09 M; 7, 
Alan Smith 26:25 MV50 - Deeside; 
8, John Grant (Oban) 26:41 M; 9, 
Andy Craig 26:50 MV40; 10, Niall 
MacBeath 27:03 MV40; 11, Pele 
Munro 27:06 MV40; 12, Owen 
Bass 27:16 MV40 - Deeside; 13, 
Ali Kennedy 27:20 MV40; 14, Paul 

MacLean 27:43 M; 15, Tark Gunn 
27:44 M; 16, Ronnie Turner 27:45 
MV40; 17, Donald Paterson 27:52 
M; 18, Bruce Davie 28:04 MV40; 
19, Graham MacNab 28:32 MV40; 
20, Bert Bindels 28:37 MV60; 21, 
Sarah Byrne 28:54 F; 22, David 
Duncan 29:10 MV50; 23, Andrew 
Cameron 29:17 MV40; 24, Damien 
Forster 29:21 MV40; 25, Geoff 
Skrone 29.36 MV40 Unattached; 
26, Dave Tomlinson 29:41 MV60; 
27, Nix Forster 29:44 FV40; 
28, Scott Langan 29:58 M LAC 
Under 23; 29, Eric Gillies 29:59 
MV40; 30, Lyndsay Shaw 30.07 
F; 31, Colin Denny 30:15 MV40; 
32, Brian Campbell 30:18 MV40; 
33, Manny Gorman (Maisie) 
30:29 MV40 - Westies; 34, Wilma 
Moynihan 31:09 FV40; 35, Richie 
Collins 31:22 MV40; 36, Elaine 

Susan-Jane Ross 31:45 FV40; 38, 
Bill Scott 31:55 MV50; 39, Teresa 
McKay 32:12 FV40; 40, Mick Tighe 
32:14 MV60; 41, Emma Pearce 
32:21 FV40; 42, John Hynd 32:25 
MV50; 43, Ursula Bass 32:33 FV40 

MV60; 45, Jo Ness 32:55 FV40; 46, 
Andrew Finniemore 32:57 MV50; 
47, John O’Niall 32:59 MV40; 48, 
John Grant (Fort William) 33:00 
MV40; 49, Ernie Orr 33:20 MV60; 
50, John Dougan 33:40 MV50; 
51, Caroline Cassidy 33:47 F; 52, 
Kirsty Ross 33:50 F; 53, Biff Gow 
33:58 FV40; 54, Dougie Gibson 
34:09 MV40; 55, David Ford 
34:38 MV60; 56, Karen Gibson 
34:40 FV40; 57, Kathy Tighe 35:55 
FV40; 58, Suzanne Duncan 36:14 
FV40 - Jog Scotland; 59, Margaret 
Rose MacPhee 36:46 FV40; 60, 
Joanna Hynd 36:46 FV40; 61, 
Elma Murdoch 36:51 FV60; 62, 
Gavin Rankin 38:30 MU23; 63, 
Pamela Hamilton 38:49 FV40; 64, 

65, Christine Dougan 39:29 FV40; 
66, Elvire Feeney 40:56 FV40; 67, 
June Watt 41:55 FV40; 68, Teresa 
Kennedy 47:33 FV40; Dawn Main-

Wendy Lev 47:33 F - Jog Scotland; 

Scotland.

Lochaber then had their 
best spell and pressured the 
Skye goal for 15 straight 
minutes, but Skye defence 

Both sides had chances 
towards the end of an even 
second half, with Pat Toal 
going close for Lochaber and 
keeper Callum MacDonald 
pulling off a brilliant save 
to his right from a Chris 
MacLennan shot.

the winner and the game went 
into extra time, which was as 
close as the second half had 
been. Skye survived some 
pressure from a Lochaber 
corner in the closing seconds 
before the match went to the 
inevitable penalty shoot-out.

Successful
Lochaber keeper Mac-

Donald saved twice as 
Skye failed to score, whilst 
successful spot hits from Pat 
Toal and Scott Knox were 
enough to take the London 
Shield to Spean Bridge.

Lochaber captain Danny 
Delaney was presented with 
the trophy at the end of the 
game and the team proudly 
displayed their trophy at 
halftime of the Marine 
Harvest shinty/hurling 
international in Inverness.

Delighted Lochaber coach 
Michael Delaney paid tribute 
to his young players for 
overcoming a very talented 

Skye team. He said: ‘It 
was a very even game right 
through and it could have 
gone either way. Both teams 
looked dangerous on the 
break and it’s fair to say our 
keeper Callum MacDonald 
was more tested than theirs.

‘The boys were delighted 
because they got beat by 
Skye on penalties at the 

competition last year. 

going into the penalties. 
Callum did a great job in 
saving two and Pat Toal and 
Scott Knox put theirs away 
well.’

The victory rounds off a 
successful season for the 
Lochaber youngsters as they 
add the London Shield title 
to the MacTavish Juvenile 
Cup, Strathdearn Sixes 
and MacAulay Association 
Sixes, which they won 
earlier in the season.

Lochaber Camanachd 
will return to Taynuilt this 
Saturday to defend the
JC Memorial Trophy against 
Oban Camanachd.The annual 
trophy match will be refereed 
by Billy Wotherspoon and the
throw up is scheduled for 
1.30pm.The match is played 
in memory of former Taynuilt 
and Oban Camanachd shinty 
player John ‘JC’ Cameron.

Good turnout for Canal Bank Race
ATHLETICS

‘It was a very even game’
SHINTY

THREE young Lochaber 
swimmers travelled to 
Invergordon Leisure Centre 
on Sunday to take part in 
an All Stars training session 
with Olympian Joanne 
Jackson, top coaches and 
sports specialists.

Twins Alan and Jack 
Hamilton, aged nine, and 

sister Sarah, aged 11, who 
are from Inverlochy, swim 
regularly at Lochaber 
Leisure centre and jumped 
at the chance to meet one of 
Britain’s top swimmers.

Certificates
Joanne presented the trio 

with Shark 5 swimming 

launching the Scottish 
Swimming Learn to Swim 
initiative in the Highlands.

The Highland Council’s 
Swimming Development 

‘delighted’ that Joanne and 
the All Stars team were able 
to join young swimmers for 

of brother Lachie and Keir 
Gibson was just behind in 
third. The day before saw a 
number of Lochaber athletes 
competing at the Elgin Cross 
Country.

following his win at the 

Lochaber, Isla MacKay had 
a fantastic second place, 
Bruce MacLean was 12th, 
David Rodgers was third 

with Dawn Scott fourth lady 
home.

This weekend is the Druim 
Fada Chase starting at 11am, 
registration at Annat, race 
start at Outward Bound 
Locheil.

ATHLETICS

Calum sets a new junior 
winter league record
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FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

GOLF

Oban Pool League
POOL

WEEKEND  results: Under 
13s 9 Dumbarton United 
Black 1. Saints goalscorers 
were Jamie MacPherson 
(5), Ally Maclean (2), Ross 
MacMillan (2). This Sunday 
the boys travel away to 
Goldenhill.

Under 14s 11, Helensburgh  
0. Netting for Saints were 
Jamie Easton (4); Connor 
Howe (2), Duggie Tyrell-
Bunge, Stewart Twort, 
Duggie MacLeod, Calum 
MacLean and Zak Straub.
The boys are away to 

Lenzie Colts Thistle on 
Saturday. 

Under 15s 5,Westerton 
United 1. Saints goalscorers 
were Rory Bruce, Aidan 
Campbell, Coll MacKenzie, 
Liam MacEachan and 
Shaun McIvor. This Sunday 
the Under 15s travel to take 
on the Westernton for the 
second time in two weeks. 
The Under 16s v Largs 

Colts game was postponed. 
This Saturday the team are 
at home to Helensburgh.

  P  W  L  Pts
Lancaster B 5   5   0  10
Lancaster A 4   4   0   8
Kelvin  5   4   1   8
Clardeon  5   3   2   6
Lochnell  5   3   2   6
Cellar Bar 4   2   2   4
Markie Dans A 4   2   2   4
Lochavullin 5   1   4   2
Harbour  5   1   4   2
Golf Club 4   0   4   0
Markie Dans B 4   0   4   0

FRIDAY

9

6

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Thursday

Cloudy with light rain
Winds moderate east south easterly

Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC
Friday

Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly

Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Sunny intervals
Winds light easterly. 

Temperatures 1ºC to 6ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tides

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, November 18, 2010
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 03.18 3.3 09.45 1.6 15.41 3.6 21.52 1.5
Fri 03.54 3.5 10.16 1.5 16.17 3.8 22.27 1.3                 
Sat 04.29 3.6 10.50 1.4 16.53 3.9 23.02 1.2
Sun 05.03 3.8 11.24 1.3 17.29 3.9 23.37 1.0
Mon 05.36 3.9 12.00 1.2 18.02 3.9 **.** *.*
Tues 00.12 1.0 06.09 3.9 12.38 1.2 18.36 3.9
Wed 00.50 1.0 06.44 3.9 13.17 1.2 19.12 3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

9

Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

An action-packed sports awards
‘The feedback from people who
were there was very positive’

SPORTS AWARDS

AN ALL-action awards 
ceremony on Sunday 
brought the 2010 Oban and 
Lorn Sports Festival to an 
exciting conclusion.

The biennial event, 
organised by Atlantis 
Leisure, started on Thursday 
and carried on through the 
weekend featuring a wide 
variety of sports, making full 
use of the leisure centre, for 
pre-school age up to adults.

In a change of format, 
the awards ceremony took 
the form of a more family-
friendly and dramatic 
occasion with lights and 
music complementing 
interviews by Stuart Fraser 
and Campbell Cameron and 
sporting demonstrations. 

International athletes 
Susan Partridge (running), 
Pippa Handley (cycling) and 
Kyle Dods (archery) were 
all interviewed, but their 
question and answer sessions 
were far from conventional; 
Pippa and Susan spoke while 
on cycling and treadmill 
machines, respectively, 
and Kyle punctuated his 
interview with an impressive 
display of archery, which 
included shooting a tennis 
ball off a manequin’s head.

There was also Zumba 

dancing, a gymnastics 
display by young Caitlin 
Taylor, racing twins Neville 
and Daniel Parrott drove 
into the hall on their karts 
and Benderloch’s downhill 

mountain biker Ben Cathro 
stunned the audience by 
descending the tiered seating 
before ‘bunny-hopping’ onto 
the stage.

The ceremony had 
previously been held on a 
Saturday night in the form 
of a sportsmen’s dinner, 
however, chairman of the 
sports festival committee, 
Dave Bleazard, was clear 
about which format he 
preferred.

‘I think this year’s event 
worked a lot better. The 
demonstrations made a 
difference and the feedback 
I got from people who were 
there was very positive.’

The evening’s top award, 
Sports Personality of the 
Year, was given to Oban 

who had earlier won Sports 
Administrator of the Year. 
Dee helps to organise both 
Oban Netball Club and Oban 
Lorne Ladies Rugby Club 
and is also involved with 
athletics in the town.

Dee, who won Coach of 
the Year and was part of the 
ladies rugby team that won 
Team of the Year and the 
overall award in 2008, said: 
‘I actually got a fright when 
they announced I had won 
Sports Personality of the 
Year. I really didn’t expect 
it but I am elated to have 
won.’

Dee’s rugby-playing 
son, Magnus, was one of 
the shortlisted candidates 
in the hotly contested 
junior sportsman category, 
which was won by Connel 
motorcyclist John McPhee. 
John was not able to attend 
the event, as he was racing 
in the Valencia round of the 

Spanish 125 Championship, 
but his mother, Margaret, 
collected the quaich on his 
behalf.

The junior sportswoman 
category was won by 
swimmer Abigail Evans, an 
all-rounder who also excels 
at athletics and rugby.

Mull Rugby Football Club’s 
Gerry Ralston was named 

Coach of the Year and the 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award, which is presented 
to an athlete who has moved 
away from the area to pursue 
their career, was presented to 
long-distance runner Susan 
Partridge.

The Team of the Year 
prize was given to Scottish 
Amateur Football League 

Premier Division champions 
Oban Saints and two of 
Argyll’s representatives at 
this year’s Commonwealth 
Games, Kyle Dods and Pippa 
Handley, won the sportsman 
and sportswoman categories, 
respectively.

In his closing remarks, 

Atlantis Leisure chairman 
Roy Clunie congratulated 
the festival committee and 
pledged to host an even 
bigger and ‘glitzier’ event in 
2012 – the year Britain hosts 
the Olympic Games and 
Atlantis Leisure celebrates 
its 20th anniversary.

RUGBY

Under 16s lose out

THE ARGYLL Argyll and 
Bute U16s rugby team 
lost away from home to 
Uddingston on Sunday, 
going down 24-19 in what 
was effectively a league 
decider, as both teams were 
undefeated.

match being played of the 
reformed Argyll and Bute 
RFC senior team in a home 
friendly match against a 
Greenock Wanderers XV. 
The opposition are currently 
placed second in National 
League One. Kick off is 
1pm at Glencruitten.

RUGBY

Etive Vikings win

ETIVE Vikings Rugby Club 
competed at the Dalriada 
Gathering in Cowal on 
November 7, with both the 
primary 4/5 and Primary 
6/7 teams winning their 
tournaments.

Over 35s football
FOOTBALL

OVER-35s League results: 
Emergency 3 Hydro 
2; Taynuilt 9 Teachers 
5; Taynuilt 3 Clan Trees 
0; Owen Sails 2 Trialists 
4; Teachers 3 West Coast 
Massive 3. 

THE annual prizegiving at 
Tobermory Golf Club took 
place in the clubhouse on 
Saturday, attended by most 
of the season’s winners, 
pictured.

Hat-trick
 Club champion Graham 
Davidson completed a 

hat-trick of back-to-back 
victories and Margaret 
Ingram who, in a remarkable 
summer, lifted all six ladies’ 
monthly medals as well as 
the ladies championship.

Prizewinners at Tobermory
GOLF

Alastair MacLean scores his team’s fifth goal 
on Sunday as Oban Saints under-13s defeated 
Dumbarton United Black 9-1 07_t47jun01

Nine-in-a-row for Saints

November results from Islay Golf Club
NOVEMBER Medal: 1 
Arthur Holyoake, 74 less 
6 net 68; 2 Sandy Peters, 
75 less 5 net 70; 3 Donald 
Logan, 93 less 20 net 73; 
Css 72.

Winter League: 1 Donald 
Logan, 41 pts; 2 Angus 
MacAulay, 39 pts; 3 Graeme 
Hamilton, 39 pts; Css 69. 

Top catch

HARRY Fowler is pictured 
with the shield for the 
heaviest catch at Inverawe’s 
Annual Charity Fishing 
Competition, held on 
November 7, after hooking a 
3lb 10oz catch. The Inverawe 
Shield for the heaviest bag 

Brian Todd with 13lb 2oz.
Second place went to 

Dougald McGilp with a 
catch of 11lb 13oz and Harry 
Fowler took third place with 
an 11lb 6oz bag.
 The proceeds of the day 
will be divided between the 
North Argyll Carers Centre 
and the Laura Campbell-
Preston Charitable Trust. 

FISHING

Harry Fowler with the shield for the heaviest catch.
Photo: John Douglas

Oban police officer Dee Bradbury with the Sports Personality of the Year and the Administrator of the Year
awards. 07_t47fest31

Junior Sportswoman of 
the Year Abigail Evans. 
07_t47fest15

Oban Saints secretary David Buchanan, left, and 
manager Iain Jackson with the Team of the Year prize. 
07_t47fest26

Sportswoman of the Year, cyclist Pippa Handley, and 
Sportsman of the Year, Oban archer Kyle Dods, both 
competed at this year’s Commonwealth Games . 
07_t47fest26

Margaret McPhee picked 
up the Young Sportsman 
of the Year prize for her 
son, John. 07_t47fest17

Outstanding Achievement Award winner Susan 
Partridge collects her trophy from Sergeant Mike 
Wood of Strathclyde Police, which sponsored the 
prize. 07_t47fest18 

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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