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Cash boost for 
winter festival

Pensioner � ned 
for causing crash

Biker just escapes 
losing his licence

Pledge given over police stations
A LOCAL review of police 
stations may see huge changes 
for offices in Argyll but not the 
loss of officers in specific areas.

News broke on Monday that 
Police Scotland was conducting 
a review of properties and top 
of the list were key offices in 
Argyll, including Oban, Camp-
beltown and Lochgilphead.

While officers stressed this 
was a review, MSP John Finnie 
claimed the West Coast could 
be left without any police 
stations which would lead to 
a lack of confidence in the 
police in the area.

Chief Inspector Marlene 
Baillie, area commander for 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands, said: ‘It 

is important we consider how 
our local facilities are used to 
ensure Police Scotland pro-
vides a quality service while 
considering the needs and 
demands of our communities. 

‘We are consulting with our 
local partners and commu-
nities about the future use 
of some police buildings and 
offices in Argyll as in some 
cases they may not fit the 
demands of 2016 or the needs 
of communities, and it makes 
little sense to maintain old 
and expensive buildings when 
smaller, more collaborative 
options may be available.

‘The current assessment of 
our estate locally confirms 
that many of our buildings no 

longer meet operational re-
quirements and are either too 
big, wrongly located or unsuit-
able for adaptation to deliver 
modern working practices. 

‘There are some premises 
within the area that we would 
want to retain, such as Camp-
beltown police office, but it is 
clear some buildings are not 
being used to their maximum 
potential or are not necessarily 
fit for purpose to support the 
delivery of modern policing.  

‘We are consulting with part-
ners and the local community 
on a range of opportunities 
available to us for areas such 
as Lochgilphead and Oban, 
which could include relocation 
or shared premises to support 

the delivery of joined-up ser-
vices to communities. 

‘However, for the avoidance 
of any doubt which may have 
been brought about by recent 
reports in the national media, 
we will not be closing the offices 
in either town unless we find 
suitable alternative accommo-
dation in these towns. 

‘We are committed to main-
taining a presence within local 
communities across Argyll.  
However, it is vital to have an 
estate that supports modern 
working practices and also 
supports the delivery of a local 
police service that best meets 
local needs, improves access 
to the service and reflects the 
priorities of the area.’

OBAN’S 10-day winter festival 
received a £3,500 cash boost 
from Scottish Sea Farms to cover 
the cost of street entertainment. 
The festival, from November 18-
27, contributes more than  £1m to 
the local economy. Chairwoman 
Pamela Lockhart said: ‘Sponsor-
ship support is really important 
to us, as the costs of putting on a 
good festival increase every year.’
� Brolly good idea – page four.

A SPEEDING biker who pled 
guilty to driving  at 90 miles 
per hour along the Arrivain 
straight on the A85 near Tyn-
drum narrowly avoided losing 
his licence at Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday.

Neil Grant, of East Kilbride, 
came to the attention of police 
on June 4 after he drove at 
excessive speed in the 60mph 
area. Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC 
� ned Grant £300 and gave him 
six penalty points. 

A LOCHGILPHEAD man who pled 
guilty to overtaking a car causing 
a oncoming vehicle to end up in 
a ditch was given a £400 � ne at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on Monday.

John MacPhee, 71, of 2 Dun 
Mor Avenue, Lochgilphead, said 
he made an ‘error of judgement’ 
on April 14 on the A816 near 
Knipoch.

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC said 
that while she was not taking 
away MacPhee’s licence, she 
wanted Mr MacPhee to take 
more time when driving. 

Flag returned to 
grateful owner

Dads jailed for dealing drugs
TWO middle-aged fathers from 
Oban were jailed this week for 
dealing drugs worth more than 
£1,600.

Many who knew the men as 
neighbours and friends have 
called the crime unbelievable, 
as they were not high profile 
drug users but family men who 
held down jobs and were part of 
the wider community.

Iain MacEwan, an HGV 
driver from Oban, pled guilty to 
collecting drugs in a car park in 
Bowling, near Glasgow, before 
dropping the ‘package’ in Oban. 

He was sent to prison for eight 
months on Tuesday morning. 

Co-accused Lawrie Campbell, 
52, was sentenced to seven 
months for having amphet-
amines in his possession with 
the intent to supply others.

The men appeared in Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday.

Father of three MacEwan, 44, 
of  Pinmacher, Polvinster Road, 
worked for Oban Express, and 
had been an HGV driver for 23 
years when police were alerted 
by an eyewitness who saw him 
pull into Littlemill Court in 
Bowling.

The eyewitness believed she 
had seen an illegal transaction 

and contacted the police. 
MacEwan was then witnessed 
by officers who saw him arrive 
in Oban.

He drove to Glengallan Road 
where co-accused Campbell, of 
7 Jura Road, Soroba, handed 
over a plastic bag.

The bag contained almost 
one kilogram of amphetamine. 
Campbell admitted paying £800 
for half the drugs while the other 
half would be sold on. 

MacEwan was sacked by Oban 
Express on Monday. His so-
licitor, Kevin McGinness, said 
MacEwan knew his behaviour 
was reckless and stupid. 

He also claimed MacEwan 

did not know what was in the 
package and hadn’t asked the 
man from whom he picked up 
the package.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
said she didn’t believe his evi-
dence. She said; ‘A man of your 
age is sent to pick up a package 
in Glasgow and you don’t ask 
what it is. You are just doing 
someone a favour.’

During the sentencing hear-
ing, Campbell’s defence agent,  
said he was making ‘progress’ in 
giving up a 15-year addiction to 
amphetamines.

Campbell lived with his wife 
and daughter, and he claimed 
they had no idea about his ad-

diction or his selling of amphet-
amines. His place of work wrote 
to the sheriff to say that while 
they did not know about the 
drug use in the first place, they 
had noticed an improvement in 
the storeman’s work.

Sheriff Anderson said the two 
men had failed to prove their 
behaviour had changed because 
they would not tell police the 
names of the people who sup-
plied the drugs to them.

The sheriff added: ‘I have 
thought very carefully about 
this matter. Albeit the court has 
heard about the lack of knowl-
edge of the drugs in possession, 
you both colluded to bring 

drugs into Oban. You abused 
your position to do so.

‘You both put illegal drugs 
into the supply chain.’

As they were led from the 
dock, the families of both men, 
who were in court, wept. 

After the trial, a former neigh-
bour of one of the  men said it 
was ‘absolutely unbelievable’. 
The man, who did not want to 
be named, said: ‘These were 
men we knew and worked with. 

‘They held down long-term 
jobs and to all intents and pur-
poses were good family men. 
But instead they were supplying 
dangerous drugs into the com-
munity.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A FLAG in support of Dunbeg motorcycle racer 
John McPhee that was stolen by a ‘vagrant’ has 
been returned after being found by police.

The bespoke flag was taken on Monday evening 
before the man, who is believed to be homeless and 
walking across Scotland, made a victory dance in 
front of the Dunbeg shop’s CCTV camera.

An outraged Murray Young, one of the owners 
of the shop, took to Facebook to rant about his 
missing flag that he had specially made.

He put some footage of the man online in order 
to find him and have his flag returned.

That’s when Police Constable Jade Sutherland, 
from Oban Police Station, stepped in. She picked 
up on a lead from one of the comments on the 
Dunbeg shop Facebook page.

Constable Sutherland then worked with her 
colleagues Constable Lara Noble and Detective 
Constable Alasdair Dewar, who found the man 
near to Balvicar and retrieved the flag.

The man, who has not been named by police, 
was then given an official warning for theft. He 
was also offered help and support by officers for a 
number of issues.

PC Sutherland returned the flag to Dunbeg 
Stores and into the safe hands of Mr Young and 
his colleague Willie Dunlop. Mr Young said: 
‘Great work all round.’ 
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It was a reporter 
calling from 
London, asking if 
we could see a ship 
sinking o�  Kerrera. 
Sure enough, 
there was ”

Donnie MacKinnon
former Oban man

OT

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Expat turns back time 
with colourful memories
WHO nailed a kipper under a desk at 
The Oban Times? And where did Mrs 
Macaulay’s wig fly off to? 

Donnie MacKinnon, 87, who worked 
as a clerk at The Oban Times between 
1944 and 1953, dropped in to our office 
to tell us.

‘It was a magnificent, joyful place to 
work,’ Donnie recalled. ‘Everyone was 
friends with each other. There were so 
many Donalds there that I was known as 
Bertie.’

The editor then was Mrs Flora 
Macaulay, born Flora Anne Cameron 
in 1859, who lived on the second floor 
of The Oban Times building on Corran 
Esplanade. 

‘She was 93 and still the editor when I 
emigrated to Canada,’ he remembered. 
‘She had been the oldest living editor. 
She had a partial wig on, but one day 
it fell off. There were eight or 10 of us 
looking on the beach for her wig.’ 

After it was found among the sand 
and seaweed, Mrs Macaulay gave all the 
staff a pound in gratitude.

‘She was the boss,’ Donnie continued. 
‘She was in complete control of her 
paper. She insisted on endorsing every 
cheque. Almost always she would fall 
asleep while doing it, and sometimes in 
the middle of a signature. She would be 

gently woken up and she carried on as if 
nothing had happened. 

‘No women were employed, except for 
herself. I didn’t know why. After the war, 
every man came back to the same job, no 
question about it. That was how she was.

‘There was only one telephone, in Mrs 
Macaulay’s office, and only she was 
allowed to answer it.’

One day, in 1945, Donnie said the phone 
rang and rang as Mrs Macaulay was off for 
her usual two-hour lunch – or a nap – with 

the senior of the paper’s two reporters, 
‘Coffee’ Dan MacIntosh, out chasing a 
story. 

‘You answer it, Bertie,’ ordered Mrs Ma-
caulay’s nephew, and future editor, Alan 
Cameron bravely. It was a Times reporter 
calling from London, Donnie recalled, 
asking if they could see the ship sinking 
off Kerrera. 

‘Sure enough,’ Donnie said, ‘you could 
see crew members on the launches.’ 
The Times reporter then told his entire 

newsroom to listen to Donnie’s dispatch 
from the bay.

‘I worked in the counting house,’ Don-
nie remembered. ‘I was typing invoices 
for advertisers and the subscription 
list. I would deliver mail and generally 
run errands. The press was constantly 
breaking down, and we were constantly 
late getting the paper to the station for 
John Menzies.’ 

Once The Oban Times almost lost 
its contract with the newsagent, when 
the paper missed the train at Oban, 
and Donnie was sent to catch it at Con-
nel. Their car only caught up with the 
locomotive as it was just pulling out of 
Taynuilt. ‘I had to shout: “Stop the train: 
it’s The Oban Times!”,’ Donnie recalled. 
He then had to run seven or eight heavy 
bundles of newspapers over the foot-
bridge, and the contract was saved.

Another of Donnie’s jobs, every 
Wednesday, was making the glue for 
postage, mixing up flour, alum and wa-
ter in a pail in the boiler room. Another 
day, Donnie remembered, ‘there was a 
terrible smell from the office, and it was 
getting worse. Snooky Anderson had 
apparently nailed a kipper under the 
desk one weekend and left it there, just 
to create havoc.

‘The front page was hatches, matches 
and dispatches: births, marriages and 
deaths. It would go up on the window 
every Thursday, and if people wanted 
to know more they could buy the paper. 
The big events would be a shinty match 
or a piping competition, the sheriff 
court or farming sales. The stories were 
very different.’

With no formal education and nothing 
but the skills and contacts book he 
acquired from The Oban Times, Don-
nie emigrated to Canada in 1953 aboard 
the SS Ascania, having worked extra 
hours at night as a telephone operator 
to save up enough money for the fare. 
There he worked as a commodity bro-
ker for Merrill Lynch until 1989, when 
he and his wife Thelma, whom he met in 
Canada, retired to Dunoon. Their four 
daughters all live in Canada, and six 
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children are scattered across the 
Americas.

Donnie and Thelma MacKinnon returned to Oban from Canada.

TIMESLINE
Islands event is 
hailed a success
A SPECIAL event that brought 
together Argyll and Bute’s islands 
communities was a real success. 

Around 70 people attended Is-
land Connections – organised by 
Argyll and Bute Council – which 
was held on Seil Island, to share 
best practice and learn how com-
munities are addressing issues 
that can a� ect island life.

Delegates heard from the Scot-
tish Government, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, the Scottish 
Ambulance Service, Health and 
Social Care Partnership, the Scot-
tish Futures Trust and the council.

Speakers included the Mull and 
Iona Community Trust, Argyll 
and Bute Coast and Countryside 
Trust, Bute Island Alliance, and 
Ross of Mull and Iona Community 
Transport Scheme.

All the presentations will be 
made available on the council’s 
website. 

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay

Gathering 
is up for 
top award
ARGYLL’S first dedicated 
Gaelic Gathering has been 
selected as a finalist in this 
year’s Scottish Gaelic Awards, 
organised by the Daily Record 
and Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

These awards celebrate all 
aspects of Gaelic culture, educa-
tion and language, highlighting 
the work undertaken to main-
tain growth and heritage. 

The Argyll and Bute Gaelic 
Gathering took place in Oban 
earlier this year and marked a 
milestone in the future of the 
language. More than 70 people 
attended and the event provided 
a platform for networking and 
developing Gaelic in commu-
nities, in schools and among 
businesses. 

Commenting on the awards, 
Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Robin Currie said: ‘I am delight-
ed we have reached the final of 
the Scottish Gaelic Awards. 
This is a wonderful achievement 
and one which we are very proud 
of. 

‘The Gaelic Gathering was 
a very worthwhile initiative 
which enabled various agencies 
to come together to work in 
partnership to keep the lan-
guage alive. The event marked 
an important milestone in the 
future of Gaelic in Argyll and 
Bute, and has enabled us to work 
collectively to raise the profile 
of the language. 

‘To have our hard work recog-
nised at these prestigious awards 
is extremely rewarding.’ 

The Scottish Gaelic Awards 
will take place in the Grand 
Central Hotel, Glasgow, on 
Wednesday November 16. 

Centre celebrates
THE Mactaggart Leisure Centre at Bow-
more celebrated its 25th anniversary on 
October 29 with lots of festivities.

Among the attractions were visiting 
entertainers, a surf simulator and a moon 
walker. Other activities for young swim-
ming pool users were face painting, lots 
to eat and a junior disco. The celebration 
also included a presentation recognising 
the contribution made by volunteers.

The leisure centre came about through 
outstanding community efforts and it 
was fitting that a number of the original 
committee members were present.

The facility is housed in one of Bowmore 
Distillery’s former warehouses. It also taps 
in to the waste energy from the distillery 
which heats the water in the pool. 

Following the generosity of the dis-
tillery, the committee began a tireless 
campaign to secure funding. Local estate 
owner Sir John Mactaggart and his family 
gave financial assistance and their name 
to the development. Also helping to swell 
the coffers was the then Highlands and 
Islands Development Board, Argyll and 
Bute Council and Strathclyde Regional 
Council. Private donors also provided, 
as did the late James Howat, the former 
chairman of the Bowmore Distillery 

Company who, along with his wife Chris-
tine, made good the shortfall.

Building work on the project was car-
ried out by the Woodrow Brothers and 
the £950,000 development was officially 
opened in a carnival atmosphere in the 
summer of 1991.

Since then, the facility has been extend-
ed and, as well as the swimming pool, it 
now houses a fitness studio, sauna and 
sunbed, activities room, sports shop, 
launderette and hairdressing salon.

Over the years it has not been all plain 
sailing, with the fabric needing attention 
and the quest for funding an ongoing 
problem.

The centre staff are in good heart and 
have won a number of awards, including 
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 
in 2015.

Congratulations to the centre on its 
achievement over the past quarter cen-
tury.

Ski�  race on Loch Gorm
LOCH GORM in the Kilchoman district 
is not noted for its boating activities. 

This changed last month when the 
Islay coastal rowing club held the John 
MacLellan Memorial Skiff Race on the 
largest fresh water loch on the island. 

The race commemorates Port Charlotte 
native John MacLellan, former manager 
of Kilchoman Distillery, whose untimely 
death earlier in the year greatly saddened 
his family, friends and colleagues in the 
distilling industry.

The memorial race was fittingly spon-
sored by Kilchoman Distillery, which also 
presented a silver quaich in his memory.

Receiving the trophy, along with 
other spirited prizes, was the winning 
team, the Foreshots, whose rowers were 
Aileas Colthart, Bryony Boyd, Donald 
MacPhee, Peter Craig and helmsman 
Gilbert MacLellan.

The prizes were handed over by Kilcho-
man Distillery owner Anthony Wills and 
all funds raised was donated to the John 
MacLellan Beatson Tribute Fund.

Congratulations
I WISH many further happy years to-
gether to Bowmore residents Maureen 
and John Woodrow, who celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary.

Their wedding ceremony was held at 
the Round Church on October 19, 1966, 
and carried out by the late Rev John Muir 
Watson. Congratulations to you both.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

Robin Currie: ‘delighted’.

New business comes out of its shell
AT RONNACHMORE Farm 
on Islay they are celebrating 
the first harvest of a new ingre-
dient to add to the impressive 
list of food from Argyll and the 
islands: snails.

Scott Chance and his wife 
Wendy have  brought their first 
successful crop of snails to 
harvest at their new business, 
Scotsnail, in what they believe 
is the  first commercial snail 
farm in Scotland and one of 
very few free-range growers in 
the UK.

‘We have successfully reared 
our first batch of free-range 
edible snails – the large Helix 
Aspersa Maxima, often called 
the gros gris in France, and its 
smaller relation, the petit gris,’ 
said Scott. The snails are just in 
time for selling on to restaurants 
and the general public for the 
annual French celebration of the 
release of Beaujolais Nouveau.

This is a small, sampling, 
harvest of snails and the cou-
ple hope for a bigger crop next 
year. Their fi rst attempt at 
growing snails last year proved 
to be a steep learning curve.

‘Snails are at the bottom of 
the food chain. A lot of things 
want to eat snails: frogs, mice 
and birds,’ said Scott.

He added that many growers 

use controlled indoor systems 
to get a continuous supply. 

‘I believe the meat is of poor-
er quality and is more labour 
intensive and, with humidity 
and temperature controls, is 
also expensive. Growing snails 
in a free-range paddock means 
the area can be planted up 
with a selection of greens and 
fodder to ensure the snails can 

grow and mature happily. The 
advantage over wild collection 
is the knowledge that each 
snail is young and the meat will 
be tasty and tender.’

Scott and Wendy started 
growing snails when investi-
gating farm production pos-
sibilities on a small area; they 
needed to find a product that 
could withstand the salty winds 
blowing in from the loch, be 
happy in a cooler climate and 
enjoy a lot of rain.

The distribution network 
set up to serve Islay’s seafood 
industry will give Scotsnail 
ready access to markets across 
Europe and the UK.

Scott said: ‘Snails are perfect. 
In fact, their needs are quite 
simple: good quality feed, 
moist environment and not too 
hot. 

‘The other plus is you don’t 
need a dog to round them up.’

Skye wins Tiree 
card competition

SKYE GUNN has won Tiree High 
School’s competition to design 
its o�  cial Christmas card for 
this year.

Skye’s design will be available 
to buy at the Christmas craft 
fair in the school on November 
26 along with three other 
designs (eight-card packs). 
Also for sale will be calendars 
and mugs with personalised 
designs or photographs. Go 
along on the day to have your 
photograph taken, � ll in an 
order form and the mug will 
be available in plenty time for 
Christmas. 

All proceeds go towards 
funding school trips  to reduce 
parental costs.

Skye’s design features reindeer 
bounding along.

Scott Chance 
is breeding 

snails for 
discerning 

diners.
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PREMIER Inn’s new hotel in 
Oban is expected to create 25 
new jobs and open in spring 
2018 – if it can secure per-
mission from Network Rail to 
work close to the train station.

In May, Argyll and Bute 
Council approved a plan to 
build an 81-bedroom Pre-
mier Inn in Oban, by demolish-
ing the disused bowling alley at 
56 Shore Street. 

The planning application, 
submitted by the hotel brand’s 
owner Whitbread PLC, illus-

trated a four-storey building 
of contemporary design, with a 
restaurant and bar seating 80, 
and with 90 car park spaces on 
the 0.88-acre site. 

Kevin Murray, head of ac-
quisitions for Premier Inn in 
Scotland, said: ‘We’re working 
hard to finalise the last details 
on the site before we can press 
ahead with our investment and 
plans to open a new Premier 
Inn in Oban. 

‘As soon as we have complet-
ed discussions with Network 

Rail, we will be looking to start 
the demolition and prepara-
tory work on the site which will 
pave the way for a new Premier 
Inn, around £7 million of 
investment and 25 new jobs in 
the hotel. 

‘We want to get going and 
hope to start as soon as 
possible.’

A spokesperson added: 
‘Because the regeneration site 
is close to the station, we need 
to secure specific permission 
from Network Rail to work so 

close to the station when we 
are doing the demolition. 

‘We cannot be specific on 
the timetable until we have 
finalised the permission with 
Network Rail. 

‘We had hoped to be in a 
position where we could do 
the demolition work before 
Christmas but we are going 
to be a bit later because of the 
time taken to finalise matters 
with Network Rail. 

‘Our target date for opening 
the new hotel is spring 2018.’

Premier Inn is due to open in 2018

Anger mounts over fl outing of 
planning rules for Connel house
NEW social housing in Connel 
built too close to Ann Colthart’s 
home due to a council planning 
blunder was spared demolition 
last Thursday, when councillors 
voted five to four to mitigate the 
mistake at a packed public hear-
ing in Connel Village Hall.

Ms Colthart, a retired teacher, 
noticed in May that a two-storey 
semi-detached house in the 
neighbouring St Oran’s Place 
development was going up close 
to her 14-year-old sunroom at 
Duriehill. The building was 9.3 
metres away from her property, 
when guidelines stated the win-
dow to window distance must be 
at least 18m. She said it invaded 
her privacy and caused distress.

Argyll and Bute Council 
planning officers stopped work, 
apologised and admitted two 
errors in processing Macleod 
Construction Ltd’s 2014 planning 
application. First, they relied on 
an out-of-date Ordnance Survey 
map which did not depict the sun-
room and, secondly, they did not 
undertake a site visit, contrary to 
established practice.

A planning application, submit-
ted by the Lochgilphead-based 
construction company in July 
2016, sought to mitigate the 
errors by frosting and fixing the 
glass in the ground floor, moving 
the top-floor rear windows to the 
gable end, and erecting a one-me-
tre high wall and leylandii hedge. 

But after it drew no letters of 
support and 51 objections, the 
council’s 14-strong Planning, 
Protective Services and Licens-
ing Committee (PPSL) decided 
to hold a site visit and a public 
hearing.

Nine councillors and around 
80 members of the public packed 
Connel Village Hall for the 
decision at 11.30am, when all 

heard representations by the 
planning department and Mac-
leod Construction – who both 
recommended the application for 
approval – and nine objectors, in-
cluding Ms Colthart, her friends 
and neighbours, councillors, an 
MSP and community councillors. 
There were no supporters.

Planning officer Ross Macfar-
lane argued that the mitigating 
application constituted ‘a minor 
departure from the local plan’, 
and said standards may be re-
laxed due to ‘acute angle of view’ 
and ‘a difference in ground level’. 
He added: ‘We do not consider 
demolition proportionate.’

Ms Colthart, a resident of 
Duriehill for 30 years, appealed: 
‘These proposals do not alter the 
fact plot four is far too close. The 
planners, once they realised the 
“catalogue of errors, stretching 
back over years” and arising from 
“staff changes”, have been helpful 
and professional. We all make 
mistakes. But I cannot accept 
that I and any possible occupants 
of the houses should be the ones 
to live with the consequences. If 
there’s anything positive to have 
come out of all of this, it is the 
incredible support.’

Ms Colthart’s representative, 
Maud Marshall, said ‘the appli-
cation is not a minor departure’. 
She said the council’s own 2009 
and 2015 local plan guidelines 
seek an 18m distance between 
the main windows, yet it consent-
ed to Macleod’s 2010 planning 
application to build four flats 
and 16 private houses – including 
one, plot 17, 12m away from Ms 
Colthart’s home. Eight flats and 
six semi-detached homes were 
then granted permission in 2013 
and 2014, when ‘non-compliant’ 
plots three and four were built 
just 9.35m away.

Therefore, she argued, there 
were ‘two flawed consents’, ‘two 
unmonitored departures’ from 

the local plans, ‘two notable 
errors’, and a ‘third error’, in not 
meeting a requirement to submit 
plans showing the exact position 
of all adjoining properties and 
their main windows.

Representing Connel Commu-
nity Council, Roger Ashworth 
said: ‘What has been of concern 

is the manner in which this 
development became a creeping 
programme. The rules say a dis-
tance of 12m is required between 
habitable room windows and 
gable ends or elevations with only 
non-habitable room windows. 
The main issue – that plot four 
is just too close to Duriehill – is 

not addressed by the remedial 
action.’

Michael Russell MSP submitted 
a statement: ‘It cannot be correct-
ed by the changes applied for 
and indeed they would only com-
pound the problem by constantly 
reminding Ann and her neigh-
bours of what had gone wrong 
and the refusal to set it right. I 
do hope the committee will do 
the proper, human and legally 
correct thing and ensure that this 
application is rejected and the 
properties are demolished.’

Three councillors, George 
Freeman, Neil MacIntyre and 
Gordon Blair, who all believed 
consent should be refused, and 
a fourth, vice chairman Alex 
McNaughton, voted for Mr Free-
man’s amendment to continue 
deliberation, but it was defeated 

by five councillors: chairman 
David Kinniburgh, Rory Colville, 
Alistair MacDougall, Donald 
MacMillan and James McQueen.

Mr Kinniburgh said: ‘There 
have been shortcomings with the 
planning officer and there are 
attempts to mitigate that. If the 
property were 2.7m further over, 
would it make a huge difference? 
I do not think it will.’

Ms Colthart said: ‘I am very dis-
appointed, but the hearing gave 
us the opportunity we wanted to 
put our case, which I think was 
strong and reflected the feelings 
of the community in Connel. 

‘We have right on our side. We 
need to sit down, think things 
over and decide what to do next. 
This is not over. I’d just like to 
thank again everyone who sup-
ported me.’

Supporters of Ann Colthart, inset, packed Connel Village Hall for the planning hearing.

Councillors accused of sleeping on the job
A NUMBER of councillors were accused of falling asleep dur-
ing Thursday’s packed public hearing.

One objector at the hearing, Barbara Macfarlane, told The 
Oban Times: ‘I do not believe in the validity of the decision, 
given that, during Maud Marshall’s presentation, three coun-
cillors were fast asleep.’

Another said: ‘It would help if they were awake. We pay 
these people to do this job.’ 

A third member of the public agreed: ‘It does not help when 
half of them are asleep. It shows the lack of calibre.’

Residents slam proposal for new Glenshellach homes

Decision day looms for housing plan

THE council was ‘wrong’ to 
build so many houses in Glen-
shellach and should instead 
build on the other side of Oban 
near Dunbeg, a councillor on 
the planning committee told a 
public meeting on Wednesday.

All eight local area councillors 
held a joint surgery on November 
2 in the Corran Halls to hear 
views and answer questions 
from members of the public. 
The discussion quickly focused 
on Glenshellach, where Argyll 

Community Housing Associa-
tion plans to build 24 flats and 12 
houses. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s Plan-
ning, Protective Services and Li-
cencing committee (PPSL) is due 
to decide whether to grant or re-
ject the two planning applications 
at a local hearing in the parish hall 
on Glencruitten Road on Monday 
November 14 at 11.30am

At Wednesday’s surgery, one 
audience member asked: ‘Catali-
na Avenue is getting bigger and 
bigger. Where is the traffic going 
to go to get to all these houses?’ 
Similarly, another asked: ‘Surely 

they can not be planning more 
houses until they do something 
about the road?’

Councillor Julie McKenzie 
acknowledged: ‘There are big 
problems in Glenshellach. It gets 
worse by the day. I can spend 40 
minutes driving into the town.’

Councillor Kieron Green 
observed: ‘When you look at the 
traffic in Oban, there is a bottle-
neck in the centre of Oban. The 
seafront is not up to that. It is not 
going to be a quick fix.’

A third member the public 
asked: ‘What can the council do 
about it?’

‘We are too late,’ admitted 
Councillor Neil MacIntyre, who 
sits on the PPSL. ‘They have 
messed up the park already. We 
have made the wrong decision to 
put so much this side. There is no 
room to swing a cat. 

‘We have a housing list that is 
through the roof. The council 
has to find people a house. We 
have to do something. We have 
to think outside the box. We 
cannot build in the town. We 
have to move out.

‘We cannot develop this side 
of the town any more, unless we 
build up the Dunbeg corridor. 

There is no room to go, but this 
side [Dunbeg].’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
who also sits on the PPSL, told 
the meeting there is a will to put 
houses in Dunbeg, but more infra-
structure would be needed. ‘In the 
back to front way we do things in 
this country,’ he explained, ‘we get 
the planning permission, we put in 
the houses and then we put in the 
infrastructure.’

Oban community councillor 
Ken MacColl commented: 
‘Dunbeg has exactly the same 
problem as Glenshellach: the 
traffic generators are SAMS and 

UHI at the end of the road, and I 
understand that is the block.’

Another member of the public 
said the council ‘should have a 
masterplan – but at the moment 
it is bit by bit by bit. This is the 
only town with an industrial 
park at the end of it. What pro-
fessional planner would put in an 
industrial estate on the end of a 
housing estate?’

Councillor Iain MacLean then 
appealed: ‘What we need to do 
is bring back more control to our 
area. This juggernaut of a system 
cannot be moved. We really are 
in treacle.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

A DECISION is due on 
Monday whether to build 24 
flats and 12 houses in Oban’s 
Glenshellach estate.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning committee is holding 
a local hearing in the Parish 
Church Hall on Glencruitten 
Road at 11.30am on Novem-
ber 14 to hear arguments for 
and against it granting plan-
ning consent. 

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has 
applied to build 12 more hous-
es by Hayfield, beside its four 
flats and 13 houses there, with 
six more units expected in a 
future application. The plan 
received no letters of support 
and 43 objections, mostly 
from local addresses, arguing 
the extra 18 dwellings would 
exceed the allocation set out 
in the Local Development 
Plan (LDP).

ACHA also plans to build 

24 affordable flats, in two 
three-storey blocks of 12, in its 
final phase of a development 
west of Catalina Avenue. The 
application attracted no letters 
of support and 54 objections, 
citing the site’s overdevelop-
ment, and the ‘inappropriate’ 
scale this ‘pair of sentry boxes’, 

high above other houses. So 
far 78 dwellings have been 
granted permission, bringing 
the total to 102 – above the 90 
units allocated in the LDP.

The new buildings were 
discussed at Oban Commu-
nity Council in the Rockfield 
Centre on Monday October 

31, when community council-
lor Duncan Martin deemed 
the designs ‘uninspiring’, and 
he urged ACHA to look at 
‘examples of inspiring social 
housing’.  

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
who sits on Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Planning Protective 
Services and Licencing com-
mittee (PPSL), replied: ‘If I 
did not have a house, I would 
take one – inspiring or unin-
spiring.’

Councillor Kieron Green 
agreed, arguing the develop-
ments are intended ‘to house 
people at a low cost, not to win 
awards: it is affordable housing.

‘Often people who complain 
about the view being changed 
were the first houses there 
that changed the landscape.’ 

If people wanted a good view 
in perpetuity, he advised, ‘do 
not buy a house on the edge of 
the town’.

An artist’s impression of how the development might look.

A SPATE of break-ins, 
attempted break-ins and thefts 
in Oban are not the work of a 
master criminal but someone 
who is an opportunistic thief, 
officers at Oban Police Station 
said this week. 

Four incidents over Tuesday 
and Thursday, November 1 and 
3,  saw a local business, a garden 
centre, a multi-national store 
and a taxi broken into over the 
course of one night.

While police denied the inci-
dents were a crime wave, they 
did say they were following leads 
in every case.

They have asked the public 
or any witnesses to contact 
officers if they have information 
about a theft from a premises 
at MacPherson’s Foods on Mill 
Lane between 1pm on Novem-
ber 1 and 5am on November 2.

A break-in was also attempted 
at the Argos superstore between 
6pm November 2 and 8am on 
November 3.

Attempts to gain entry to 
Cakebreads Garden Centre on 
Soroba Road were made be-
tween 5pm on November 2 and 
9.30am on November 3.

A taxi was broken into after 
10pm on November 2 and before 
8am on November 3  near to a 
premises in the Oban area. 

Area Inspector Mark Ste-
phen aid that, with the darker 
nights, there was always a risk 
of a higher increase in criminal 
activity.

Inspector Stephen said: ‘Peo-
ple have to take responsibility 
for ensuring their premises are 
secure at all times.

‘There are some very simple 
common-sense messages for 
the general public: do not leave 
homes or business premises 
open, remove keys from vehicles 
and lock your property, whether 
it is a car or an out-building.

‘Overnight, this will reduce 
the risk to people and their 
property.’

Sergeant Alan Moore added: 
‘Police are following lines of 
inquiry in response to the at-
tempted break-ins. 

‘We have increased the num-
ber of police patrols throughout 
the night.’

Anyone with information 
should contact PC Danny 
MacBeth or PC Lara Noble at 
Oban Police Station or by tele-
phoning 101.

Police 
probe 
spate of 
break-ins
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Showing enterprise 
It has been great to see how busy Oban 
and the surrounding areas have been 
this year.

As we reported recently, economically, 
the region has enjoyed a boom time, 
with tourists flocking in and the 
excellent local hospitality sector making 
the most of the upturn in fortunes.

Added to that, it’s gratifying to be able 
to inform our readers this week on the 
status of the Premier Inn planned for 
the site of the old bowling alley in Shore 
Street, Oban.

Indeed, it is a positive sign of confi-
dence in the town’s future by a major 
business. The good news is that Oban 
will be in a position to accommodate 
even more tourists once the hotel is 
open, as well as providing up to 25 new 
jobs in the town.

But the new Premier Inn is not the only 
enterprise indicating its confidence. Work 
has been continuing on the renovation of 
the Caledonian Hotel, which, hopefully, 
will be ready to open again in the spring.

And recent days have seen the 
excellent Argyll Enterprise Week, with a 
number of events held. We at The Oban 
Times have been delighted to be media 
partners and have been heavily involved.

And we have a similar role to play 

in our northern circulation area with 
Lochaber Ideas Week, promulgated by 
the district’s Chamber of Commerce 
and taking place from November 14-18.

These things don’t always blip large on 
people’s radar but they are of consid-
erable importance to all our futures 
and prosperity, and we are fortunate 
indeed that we have such dedicated local 
activists organising these events.

Decision is wrong
You would be incredibly hard of heart 
not to sympathise with Ann Colthart.

Ann is the retired teacher who com-
plained when a construction project 
saw houses being built too close to her 
home in Connel, in breach of planning 
regulations.

Last week there was genuine anger 
when Argyll and Bute Council’s planning 
committee approved the new-build, de-
spite it being the result of ‘mistakes’.

I think the planning committee has got 
it badly wrong in this instance.

Not only is Ann quite right to feel 
aggrieved – and she has pledged that the 
fight is not yet over – but the decision sets 
a dangerous precedent.

Will developers in future be able to 
turn round when mistakes have been 

made and point to this decision and say, 
quite reasonably: ‘Well, you flouted the 
planning rule in that case’?

Idea is for the chopper
Talking of letters, I love the correspond-
ence this week suggesting that MPs 
Brendan O’Hara and Ian Blackford 
should be supplied with helicopters from 
the public purse.

Brendan (Argyll and Bute) and Ian 
(Ross, Skye and Lochaber) are both 
excellent constituency MPs who repre-
sent geographically large areas, which 
include islands and remote villages. 
And the proposed boundary changes 
we reported recently would mean even 
bigger constituencies.

But I suspect that even they would balk 
at the idea of having taxpayer-funded 
choppers – and, presumably, pilots – to 
ferry them across their regions.

Get in touch
Do you have something you want to 
share? Let me know by writing to me at  
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE
Residents discuss 
one-way system
AROUND 60 people attended a 
meeting to discuss imposing a 
one-way tra�  c system on Pulpit 
Hill, Oban Community Council 
heard on Monday last week. 

When Oban South and the 
Isles councillors Roddy McCuish 
and Neil MacIntyre held a recent 
surgery, Mr McCuish said ‘more 
than 20 people came to see us’ 
about the issue. 

‘It was the people on Pulpit Hill 
who came to us.’ 

‘It is a safety issue,’ agreed their 
fellow councillor Elaine Robert-
son, a Pulpit Hill resident. 

A second meeting will be called 
to discuss the proposal.

Winter festival’s parade 
proves a brolly good idea

The winner of last year’s best-dressed shop window competition was the Kitchen Garden on George Street. Photograph: Colin Cooper Photography

FRESH from winning at the 
Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards, Oban’s Winter Festival 
committee has called for children 
and adults to get ready for its 
brolly parade and best-dressed 
shop window competition.

The festival organisers won 
the award for Best Cultural 
Event or Festival at a ceremony 
on Friday in the Kingsmills 
Hotel, Inverness, where Mull pub 
MacGochans was also named 
the friendliest bar, and the Inver 
Restaurant near Strachur was 

named Best Restaurant Experi-
ence.     

Delighted by the win, the 
Winter Festival’s chairwoman, 
Pamela Lockhart, encouraged 
shopkeepers to dress their win-
dows for this year’s competition, 
themed on ‘a taste of winter’. 
Windows will be judged by Visit 
Scotland on November 18, and 
the winning prize is a magnum 
of Champagne, sponsored by the 
Columba Hotel.

Bring your decorated umbrella 
and join in the March of the 
Brollies. The family parade, 
which will leave the Corran Halls 
at 5pm on Sunday November 27,  

will be accompanied by Oban 
High School Pipe Band. 

A fun brolly-decorating work-
shop to help people decorate 
their umbrellas will be held on 
Monday November 21 in the 
Rockfield Centre. All materials 
are free but spaces are limited, so 
to secure a space register at www.
obanwinterfestival.eventbrite.
co.uk

For those wishing to get ahead 
with Christmas shopping, the fes-
tival is hosting a feast of markets, 
starting on Saturday November 
19 with the Oban Winter Fes-
tival Scottish food and craft 
market, including live music, in 

the Oban Distillery cask and 
old milling rooms from 10am 
to 4pm. Nearby, the Victorian 
market runs from 11am to 
4.30pm at the Rockfield Centre, 
and the Argyll Animal Aid craft 
fair takes place in the Corran 
Halls from 11am to 3pm.

Sunday November 20 then sees 
a food and craft market in the 
Corran Halls from 11am to 4pm.

But who will be crowned cham-
pion of the Winter Festival’s first 
clootie dumpling competition? 
Hand your wrapped dumpling 
on a paper plate into the Corran 
Halls at 10.30am for the judging 
to start at 11am.

On the following weekend, 
Sunday November 27, the festival 
craft market fills the Corran 
Halls from noon to 4pm, and 
Oban Distillery’s food and music 
court will also offer hot food, 
Pimms, soup and music.

From Friday to Sunday, Oban 
Craft Collective presents ‘The 
Room at Christmas’, a curated 
exhibition and sale of craft by lo-
cal artists and makers, from noon 
to 5pm in the Rockfield Centre.

For more information on 
the Oban Winter Festival pro-
gramme, visit its website www.
obanfestival.com and pick up a 
copy of next week’s Oban Times.

Town works are praised
HUNDREDS gathered in 
Oban’s Station Square for the 
official opening of the newly 
renovated town centre, follow-
ing the completion of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s improve-
ment project.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
cut the ribbon, saying: ‘The 
council has invested over £2 
million in this project. It’s 
a real vote of confidence in 
Oban and I’m delighted to 
see it complete. I would like 
to thank the retailers for their 
patience over the course of 
the work and thank the local 
community and Bid4Oban for 
working with us. 

‘Transformational change is 
always disruptive but this was 
a necessity. I think everyone 
looking round today will agree 
it was time and money well 
spent.

‘Coinciding with the annual 
fireworks display, it’s great to 
see the space being used for 
what it was designed for – a 
big event which brings in lots 
of people, brings money into 

the town and creates a great 
atmosphere. This was a trial 
run of the new space and it 
passed with flying colours.’

Transport Scotland also 
provided £300,000 towards 
the project. Councillor Elaine 
Robertson said: ‘Public realm 
work is about giving a town 
confidence, giving people 
confidence, giving investors 
confidence, raising the mood 

of the area, stimulating growth 
and making people hopeful 
and ambitious for the future.

‘This project has done just 
that. Local businesses are 
already seeing the benefits of 
the scheme. 

‘I’ve received lots of positive 
feedback on the high quality of 
the finish and the convenience 
of having such an accessible 
public space.’

Egg gangs 
‘will not be 
tolerated’

Grant will 
provide street 
entertainment

MASKED groups of youths 
throwing eggs at windows are 
terrorising people in their 
homes, according to local police.

Community officer Andrew 
Simpson reported to Oban 
Community Council on October 
31 that there have been many 
incidents over previous weeks of 
masked teenagers throwing eggs 
at house windows, including in 
Pulpit Hill, Glencruitten Road, 
and St Valery Place.  

‘It has been youths hanging 
around in masks,’ PC Simpson 
reported. ‘It seems to happen 
at this time of year. They think 
they are in disguise.’ He added 
the attacks seemed ‘random’, 
and ‘not specifically targeted’. 

‘They think it is a joke, but they 
are not aware how much they 
are affecting people,’ he added. 
‘Vulnerable people are being af-
fected by it. On occasion, it can 
be elderly people or people who 
may have mental health issues.

‘They do not realise how scared 
people who live on their own 
are. The house is where they feel 
safest and they no longer feel 
safe. They have nowhere else to 
go. It can be terrifying.

‘We have caught and spoken to 
young people. It’s the teens. It’s 
for the thrill or the chase. They 
think they do no harm. They 
need to see what they are doing.  
It will not be tolerated.’

North Connel residents took to 
social media to report ‘older kids 
possibly adults dressed as clowns 
chasing the kids and scaring 
them away’ on Hallowe’en week-
end. Another reported ‘a group 
of around 20 15- or 16-year-olds 
egging the children out guising. 
There were wee groups of young 
kids sticking to certain areas 
and calling for lifts home as they 
were too scared to walk past this 
group of kids.’

THE Oban Winter Festival will 
be able to provide street enter-
tainers and a family carousel 
this year, thanks to a grant of 
£3,500 from Scottish Sea Farms.

The money is being provided 
as part of the company’s The 
Heart of the Community Fund.

Scottish Sea Farms has sup-
ported the winter festival, which 
is organised by six volunteers 
and runs from November 18-27, 
for the past three years.

Pamela Lockhart, chairwoman 
of the festival, said: ‘Sponsorship 
support is really important to us, 
as the costs of putting on a good 
festival increase every year.  

‘The help from Scottish Sea 
Farms means that we can create 
the atmosphere needed to 
create a successful event. Street-
based entertainment, such as 
the Icicle Queen stilt walkers, 
really do encourage visitors to 
come along and this has a really 
positive effect on local shops 
and restaurants. 

‘Without this funding, the 
festival was in real danger of 
feeling less inclusive and falling 
a bit flat.’ 

Community council 
meeting arranged
GLENORCHY and Innishail 
Community Council is meeting 
at Dalmally Community Centre 
on Wednesday November 16 at 
7pm. 

The meeting will include 
discussions on a number of is-
sues such as services provided 
by the council, roads and bin 
collections. 

The proposed overhead high 
voltage grid connection that 
is planned to pass through 
Dalmally will also be discussed. 

Members of the public, com-
munity groups and schools are 
welcome to attend.

Patients urged to 
have � u vaccine
PATIENTS across Argyll and Bute 
are being urged to make an 
appointment to get their � u vac-
cine, a month into the national � u 
immunisation programme.

The call comes ahead of win-
ter hitting in Scotland, as the 
virus can spread easier in colder 
temperatures. 

Go to immunisationscotland.
org.uk/� u or call NHS Inform on 
0800 22 44 88.

Oban High School Pipe Band � anks, left to right, project 
manager John MacCormick and councillors Roddy McCuish and 

Elaine Robertson.

www.westcoastrailways.co.uk
Book Online:

or Tel: 0844 850 0977 (Mon-Fri)
*Calls to this number are charged at 7p per minute plus an access charge set by your network provider.

AT CHRISTMAS!

Fort William to Glenfinnan

Fort William to Mallaig - 27th, 28th & 29th December

SANTA SPECIALS!

Fort William to Mallaig - 
JACOBITE FESTIVE EXPRESS

20th, 21st, 22nd & 23rd December - Morning and Afternoon trips
For the very first time the world famous Jacobite steam train will be joined 
by the equally famous Santa Claus. It’s fun for all the family, wonderful  
for children who will all meet Santa and receive a FREE gift and a real 
treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and  
witness winter in the Highlands like never before.

Children 6 month and under FREE

Only £19.50 Return

Adult Return £35 Child £20Adult Return £35 Child £20

Children 6 month and under FREE

Join us on the Jacobite Festive Express! This is your chance to witness the truly magnificent  
spectacle of the majestic West Highlands as you’ve never seen them before. An 84 mile round trip 
taking you past a list of extremes in your traditional carriage.  
Enjoy Christmas cheer as we steam to the fishing  
village of Mallaig. An unforgettable experience.

treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and 
witness winter in the Highlands like never before.

Limited
Seats

Available!

Book Online:

Adult Return £35 Child £20 BOOK
NOW!

Fort William to Glenfinnan
SANTA SPECIALS!SANTA SPECIALS!

Morning and Afternoon trips
For the very first time the world famous Jacobite steam train will be joined 
by the equally famous Santa Claus. It’s fun for all the family, wonderful 

and a real 
treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and 
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POLICE FILES
A 43-YEAR-OLD woman was 
arrested by o�  cers after testing 
positive for alcohol in a breath 
sample when she caught the 
attention of o�  cers who saw her 
driving in the Polvinister area 
of Oban. The woman, who was 
stopped at 5.15pm on Wednes-
day November 2, was reported 
to the procurator � scal. 

A THREE-HOUR window of 

opportunity was snapped up 
by some thieves who broke 
into a property in Dunbeg 
between 6pm and 9pm on 
October 31.

The house in Lorn Drive 
was unlocked when thieves 
entered and took a number of 
items.

Anyone with information 
about people acting suspi-
ciously in the area should 

contact PC Lara Noble on 101, 
or call into the Oban police 
o�  ce.

A 28-YEAR-OLD man is alleged 
to have been driving at a speed 
of 57mph in a 30mph through 
the village of Lochawe.

The local man was clocked by 
o�  cers on Thursday November 
3 and was later reported to the 
procurator � scal.

Inn reopening is welcomed Oban pontoons plan
FOR THE first time in eight 
years, Oban’s oldest pub, the 
Oban Inn, opened its doors to 
the public, who were waiting in 
anticipation. 

A crowd applauded when one 
of the business’s partners, Mairi 
Lynch, opened the doors at 
11am last Friday. 

The two-storey pub, which was 
first opened in 1790, stayed busy 
until closing at 1am. Manager 
Shovonne Yardley said the inn, 
which has been restored to 
how people remember it, was 
‘mobbed’.

The new owners, Mairi and 
Steven Shaw, also own Oban’s 
Tartan Tavern and the Rowan-
tree Hotel. Speaking at the 
opening, Marie said the inn was 
the first business she owned in 
Oban, back in 1979. 

‘It’s really exciting to have the 
Oban Inn finally open again,’ 

she said. ‘It feels like a bit of a 
homecoming. In its day, the inn 
was one of the busiest pubs in 
Argyll, with all manner of bands 
and musicians playing there, 
including Mike Scott from the 
Waterboys in an impromptu jam 
session.’

The pub has a rich history and 
that is especially true for the 
chairman of Dunbeg Commu-
nity Council, Sean MacIntyre.

Sean first laid eyes on his 
would-be wife in the Oban 
Inn. ‘I first met Tracy in the 
Oban Inn,’ he said. ‘And I also 
asked her to marry me in there. 
Although I don’t remember it,’ 
he joked.

Speaking about its refurbish-
ment, he said: ‘It’s good for the 
town. 

‘It’s good to see that corner 
being done up instead of being 
left to rot. And there’s no doubt 

I’m not the only person with 
fond stories.’

Derek Connery, from Bid4O-
ban, said: ‘The refurbishment of 
this iconic and historic building 
has greatly improved the ap-
pearance of the town and reit-
erates what a busy vibrant town 
Oban is. I don’t think I have 
ever encountered such an air of 
excitement for a pub opening 
as this. It just underlines how 
important this is to the town.’

Councillor for Oban South and 
the Isles Roddy McCuish, said: 
‘It’s fantastic to see this iconic 
building back in use again and 
it completes the whole Stafford 
Street area. 

‘I’m absolutely delighted to 
see it busy and I believe people 
have been coming from all over 
the country to rekindle their 
memories in this wonderful 
establishment.’

Sheriff blasts drug dealing 
woman for lying to court
A FEMALE drug dealer from 
Oban was threatened with 
perjury charges while giving 
evidence during her boyfriend’s 
trial this week.

Ciaron McLuckie, 19, of 2 
Burnside Court, Oban, told 
Oban Sheriff Court on Monday 
that a man she didn’t know 
let himself into her house and 
placed a dealer’s quantity of 
drugs into a jacket hanging in 
her wardrobe before coinciden-
tally bumping into her in the 
street.

McLuckie was giving evidence 
during her boyfriend’s trial.

Early in the day she had pled 

guilty to being concerned in 
the supply of a controlled drug, 
cannabis, after a police raid on 
her house on August 21.

Police had sought a search 
warrant on August 21 for 
McLuckie’s home and the 
home of her boyfriend, Calum 
MacColl, at 11a Miller Road. 
MacColl is nine years her 
senior. 

Eoin McGinty, procurator 
fiscal, suggested to McLuckie 
that her partner was ‘using her’ 
but she claimed she had no 
knowledge of who had put the 
drugs in her home.

McLuckie further claimed 
she met a person in the street 
who told her the drugs were 
in her house. But she main-

tained she did not know who 
the person was. MacColl, who 
pled not guilty to the charges, 
regularly shouted from the 
dock that police officers were 
lying, that his girlfriend was 
naked when police arrested 
her and that witnesses were 
lying.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
warned MacColl on four 
occasions that he would be 
found in contempt of court if 
his behaviour continued.

Speaking to McLuckie as she 
gave evidence, Sheriff Ander-
son warned the young woman 
that it was ‘very serious’ to tell 
lies to a court.

She said: ‘You have already 
pled guilty and I will be sen-

tencing you so do not tell lies 
to this court.’

McLuckie claimed she had 
made a guess about how much 
cannabis was in her possession 
to within 10gms of its correct 
weight, which was not accepted 
by the sheriff. 

McLuckie said she had been 
mistaken when she told police 
officers during an interview 
that MacColl had taken some 
of the drugs for his own use. 
The same amount, she said, 
that had been taken had ended 
up in MacColl’s house.

In MacColl’s house, micro 
weighing scales, cut-up cling 
film and cash of £1,030 was 
found.

Giving evidence Police Con-

stable Danny MacBeth said 
these items were often found in 
the homes of drug dealers.

McColl was found guilty of 
being concerned in the supply 
of drugs and he and McLuckie 
will be sentenced after reports 
are completed.

Sheriff Anderson said: ‘I am 
exercising my common sense 
in this case. There is no doubt 
that MacColl was concerned in 
the supply of drugs.

‘I don’t know who advised you 
on the concocting of this story 
but it has probably gotten you 
into even more trouble.

‘There is a very simple rule 
in court – tell the truth. I have 
heard lies today. You can ex-
pect a custodial sentence.’ 

Festivities light up the night sky
HUNDREDS gathered on 
Oban’s North Pier to watch the 
spectacular fireworks set off 
from the Lighthouse Pier on 
Saturday November 5.

The display lasted quarter of 
an hour and was judged ‘the 
best ever’ by one delighted 
young fan, with the crowd 

emitting ‘oos’ and ‘ahs’ as each 
thunderous bang lit up the 
night sky.

The £5,000 cost of the fire-
works was paid for by Scottish 
Sea Farms Heart of the Com-
munity Trust – up £1,000 on its 
£4,000 contribution last year. 

Organiser Derek Connery 

thanked Scottish Sea Farms 
for ‘its very generous support 
allowing this event to take 
place at the scale it does and 
remain free for the local 
community’, and ‘the small 
but hardy band of volunteers 
manning the stalls in Station 
Square and raising more than 

£1000 for their various causes’.
He also thanked Oban FM 

for the music and countdown 
on the North Pier, the Oban 
High School Pipe Band, again 
true champions braving the 
cold, and the Oban Bay Hotel 
for spoiling Fireworx Scotland 
with free B&B.

Fireworks explode in a spectacular display above Oban Bay, but there were also bon� re night events in Dunbeg, where, inset, 
young Mhairi Inglis was selling glow sticks to children while Shirley Inglis and Breege Smyth enjoyed the fun.

A NEW berthing and maritime 
visitor facility will bring eco-
nomic benefits to Oban and the 
surrounding area for years to 
come, according to Argyll and 
Bute Council.

The proposals for the North 
Pier facility are to go out for 
public consultation, culminat-
ing with an event to be held next 
month, on Friday December 9, 
in the Corran Halls.

Anyone wishing to voice 
their opinion about the facil-
ity, which will include ‘finger 
berths’ alongside pontoon 
areas with floating breakwa-
ters, can do so by sending an 
email to kirsteen.macdonald3 
@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

At its meeting on Thursday 
October 27, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Policy and Resources 
Committee unanimously ap-
proved the business case for the 

North Pier maritime quarter. 
Councillor Ellen Morton said: 

‘The high-quality facilities rep-
resent a substantial investment in 
the Oban area by the council and 
will create 2.5 jobs. The facilities 
will act as a focal point for marine 
activity and a welcoming point 
at the North Pier for maritime 
visitors and businesses.

‘It has been estimated that 
Oban could see an additional 
5,600 boats and 22,000 people 
visiting the area when the 
berthing facility is complete. 
This is really good news. The 
new transit berthing facility will 
allow direct access to Oban and 
help generate economic benefits 
for the stunning refurbished 
town centre, the islands and the 
Argyll and Bute area.’

The maritime visitor facilities 
will have showers, toilets, chang-
ing areas and secure lockers.

Oban set 
to honour 
war dead
THIS Sunday, November 13, 
Oban will once again pay its 
respect to the area’s war dead. 

The Remembrance Sunday pa-
rade is to assemble at 10.30am 
at the Corran Parks, opposite 
the 51 HD Memorial Cairn, as 
directed by the parade master. 
The parade will set off, led by 
Oban Pipe Band, at 10.45am for 
the march to the war memorial 
on the Esplanade. 

At arrival at the memorial, 
wreath-layers fall in on the in-
structions of the parade master. 
The chairman of the Royal Brit-
ish Legion Scotland will open 
the proceedings, and will then 
call for two minutes of silence in 
memory of the fallen. 

Pipers will play a lament while 
the wreath-laying takes place. 

Patrick Stewart, the Lord-Lieu-
tenant of Argyll, will be laying 
the wreath and taking the salute. 
The Rev Iain Macfarlane will 
conclude the service with a final 
prayer and benediction. 

 There will also be a small 
ceremony tomorrow morning 
(Friday November 11) at 11am 
at the garden to mark Armistice 
Day, the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month, when the 
Great War ended. 

Last year’s parade.

Call for Islay ferry pledge
A HIGHLAND MSP has asked 
Transport Scotland to fast-track 
its plans for the development of 
the Islay ferry service.

Fergus Ewing, who is also the 
cabinet secretary for the rural 
economy, asked the question 
at a ‘ferry summit’ following 
disruption to the Islay service, 
which resulted in the MV Heb-
ridean Isles being out of action 
for 16 days.

The meeting was organised 

by MSP Michael Russell in as-
sociation with Islay Community 
Council. The aim of the meeting 
was to ensure future disruptions 
don’t result in severe loss of 
services and to look at future 
developments.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘The Scottish 
Government recognises the 
importance of the ferry link 
to the people and businesses 
of Islay.’
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Bagpipes and an anchor from 
two famous Argyll ships
ARGYLL and Bute has more than 2,000 miles of 
coastline so it’s hardly surprising it is littered with the 
remains of hundreds of shipwrecks of all ages. 

One of the most notable is the paddle steamer Comet, 
which went down in a storm in 1820. The Comet is 
probably one of the most famous ships in maritime 
history because it was the first paddle steamer to run 
commercially in Europe. 

Built in 1811 for Henry Bell of Glasgow, and named 
after a meteor which appeared during her construc-
tion, she was 45 feet long by 10 feet wide, weighed 28 
tons and was fitted with two paddle wheels although 
she was later lengthened and re-engined. 

About 4.30pm on Friday December 13, 1820 – not 
a good day for superstitious travellers – while passing 
through the treacherous Dorus Mor on her way from 
Fort William to Glasgow, the Comet was hit by a squall. 

Ten minutes later, in strong currents and near 
darkness, the little vessel was driven broadside onto 
the Craignish Point where she broke in two. There was 
no loss of life but by the following morning she was a 
total wreck. The engine was subsequently recovered, 
being used for many years to drive the machinery in a 
Glasgow coach-building works and later in a brewery. 
It was presented to the Science Museum in London 
in 1862.

Shortly after the wrecking, two men, Alan MacDou-
gall and Malcolm MacKinnon from Kinuachdrachd 
near the north end of Jura, were fishing for lobsters 
between there and Crinan when they saw a wooden 
box floating along on the ebb tide. 

They retrieved it and found that it contained part of 
a set of bagpipes which they recognised as belonging 
to the piper who was employed by Henry Bell to play 
whenever the Comet stopped to pick up passengers 
between Glasgow and Fort William and to entertain 
them as they sailed. 

It would be nice to think that Comet’s piper, whoever 
he was, stood playing on the deck as the ship went 
down just as Wallace Henry Hartley, English violinist 
and band leader, was seen doing in James Cameron’s 
1997 epic film Titanic. 

We may never know exactly what happened, but it 
seems unlikely as the pipes were not abandoned to 
the waves but tucked inside their box which must have 
bobbed to the surface – albeit less than complete.

For years the pipes were treasured by the Mackinnon 
family until they left Jura and settled elsewhere in 
Argyll. They were stored in an outhouse and gradually 
forgotten about until a few months ago when I was con-
tacted by one of Malcolm’s descendants who, knowing 
I would be interested in their history, invited me to 
look at them. 

Unfortunately, neither the pipes nor their box have 
any distinguishing marks to show who made them or 
when, but Professor Hugh Cheape, a leading scholar in 
the history of the Highlands, who has a longstanding 
academic interest in the Highland bagpipe and its 
music, culture and history, tells me they might date to 
around 1820. 

Perhaps if they are ever restored, Robert Robertson, 
my fellow Oban Times columnist, might compose a 
tune with a suitable title to commemorate their return 
to the Argyll scene?

Ian Mackinnon with the Comet bagpipes which his 
forebear rescued. Photograph: Iain Thornber.

As you read this, residents of Strontian, near the 
head of Loch Sunart, are trying to raise the necessary 
funding to lift an object belonging to another vessel 
unique in the shipping history of Argyll. 

The Floating Church of Strontian was one of the most 
extraordinary vessels ever built in Scotland. 

When the Free Church broke away from the Church 
of Scotland in 1843, the new congregation asked the 
Episcopalian landowner for a piece of land on which 
they could build a new place of worship.  He refused. 

Although it was a time of great hardship, £1,400 was 
somehow found in the area to have a floating church 
built in a Glasgow shipyard. It was launched in 1846 
and towed to Strontian by two steam tugs and moored 
offshore.

It was an impressive vessel, almost 80 feet long, 24  
feet wide and 27 feet high. It came with a pulpit and 
seating for 400 people. Worshippers walked miles to 
attend and were rowed out in boats. The hull had a 
Plimsoll line showing that for every 100 people aboard 
it sank by an inch. Ten years later, in strong winds, she 
broke free of her anchors and was washed up onto a 
nearby beach. 

There she lay continuing to provide a place of wor-
ship and a primary school until 15 years later when the 
laird relented and gave a plot of land for a stone church 
to be built. No longer needed, the floating church was 
dismantled and sold to a Clydeside scrap dealer for 
£40. 

In 2016, a local diver found one of the anchors. The 
village would like to bring alive the story of its famous 
floating church by raising and conserving it. A total 
of £6,000 is needed to meet the costs. Find out more 
about the project and how you can help by going to 
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/raise-the-anchor.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com  

CHILDREN at Oban’s 1st Steps 
Day Nursery are making an ‘over-
whelming’ donation to the needy this 
Christmas.

For 50 years the UK charity 
Blythswood Care has provided 
practical help for those in need across 
Europe, Africa and Asia. 

Every year it makes a Christmas 
shoebox appeal, asking people to 
donate shoeboxes packed with essen-

tial items such as toothbrushes, soap, 
screwdrivers, sewing kits, kitchen 
utensils, stationery and socks, and 
small luxuries like toys, sweets and 
make-up to distribute to children and 
adults in need.

This is the third year the nursery 
children have taken home gift-
wrapped shoeboxes for their fam-
ilies to pack with presents and the 
response has been ‘overwhelming’, 

said nursery manager Fiona Moloney, 
with more than 40 boxes ready for 
delivery. ‘I was very surprised,’ she 
said. ‘I had one parent who did three 
boxes because it breaks her heart to 
see families without.’

Shauna MacKenzie, the nursery’s 
cook and organiser of the Christmas 
appeal, said: ‘It teaches the children  
about people who are less well off. 
They put their own toys in.’

KILMARTIN Museum 
got its campaign to raise 
£400,000 towards a new 
extension off to a great start 
at a recent event.

More than 50 friends and 
followers attended the event 
at the museum on Friday 
October 28, when they were 
entertained by Bar None 
Community Choir in the at-
mospherically illuminated 
Glebe Cairn.

Kilmartin Glen, north of 
Lochgilphead, is held to be 
mainland Scotland’s most 
important prehistoric ritual 
landscape, boasting within a 
10-mile radius 800 historic 
monuments built over 6,000 
years. 

To showcase the area’s 
rich archaeology, Kilmar-
tin Museum opened in 
1997 in the basement of 
the village’s 18th-century 
manse, with a café and shop 
in ancillary farm buildings. 
Over the past 19 years the 
glen has yielded more and 
more treasures, outgrowing 
the original museum. 

Kilmartin’s charitable 
trust plans a major exten-
sion joining the two existing 
buildings into ‘a seamless 
museum’, including new 
exhibition, education and 
creative spaces for commu-

Children and sta�  of Oban’s 1st Steps Day Nursery � lled more than 40 shoeboxes with essential and luxury items to 
send to people in need this Christmas, all gathered in the nursery’s new extension. 15_T46_Christmas box appeal_01

Youngsters share festive cheer

MS centre hosts annual fundraiser

nity activities, a laboratory 
and gallery, and a remod-
eled shop and café with in-
creased parking to increase 
visitors and income.

The trust is confident £5.1 
million of the £6.7 million 
cost will be forthcoming 

Stephens gave a presenta-
tion about the benefits the 
redevelopment would bring 
and the tourism boost it 
will provide Kilmartin and 
Argyll. He also outlined 
some of the tangible re-
wards donors can receive, 
from guided tours around 
the new museum to bronze 
plaques inscribed with the 
donor’s name mounted in 
the new building.

Curator director Dr 
Sharon Webb MBE told 
those gathered that the new 
museum will allow the dis-
play of local artefacts such 
as the Bronze Age beaker 
pots – the oldest found in 
Britain – and the unique 
footed food vessel which 
are currently kept in the 
museum store because of a 
lack of exhibition space in 
the current gallery.

Following the presenta-
tions, there was a rare 
opportunity to view some 
of these artefacts and have 
their significance explained 
by Kilmartin Museum’s 
curatorial assistant Roddy 
Regan. 

A donors’ board was also 
presented depicting an 
image of the new museum, 
which will gradually be 
revealed as donations grow.

from large funding bodies, 
and last week it launched 
a major fundraising cam-
paign for £400,000 from 
the public and private trusts 
and foundations. 

At the launch event, trust 
chairman Gordon Gray 

Kilmartin Museum extension 
fundraising off to great start 

Above: Bar None 
Community Choir entertain 

at the fundraising event. 

Left: The new museum 
extension will house 
artefacts currently in 

storage, including this 
unique footed food vessel.

Fancy dress disco is a Hallowe’en hit

Last week St Columba’s Primary School in Oban had a fabulous turn-out for its 
Hallowe’en disco. George Noble was on the decks and the hall had been decorated 

with a spooky theme by the Parent Council. Best-dressed prizes went to Niamh Burns 
of primary � ve as the Marshmallow Princess and Carter Campbell as a pumpkin. The 
Early Years Group also shared in the fun, with the under-� ves enjoying a Hallowe’en 
party with lots of lovely costumes. The school would like to thank everyone who was 

involved as all the children had a wonderful time.

THREE high school teams came together at Argyll 
College UHI’s Oban centre on Thursday to compete in 
the ‘cook off’ final of the 2016 Field to Fork competition.

The judges were impressed with the creativity of the 
menus and the level of culinary skills exhibited by all the 
teams but ultimately team Tobermory 1 was announced 
as the winner and received £100 for its school as well as 
a trophy.

The competition, which is being held as part of Argyll 
Enterprise Week, has been designed to encourage sen-
ior school pupils to explore the local food and hospitality 
industries. 

Two teams from Tobermory High School and one from 
Helensburgh Academy prepared their two-course menus 
from locally sourced produce for the judging panel in 
the college’s professional training kitchen.

The winning team were Torran Mealand, Fraser 
Mitchell and Gosha Rybczynska who served up Mull 
smoked haddock with a parsley sauce and Glengorm 
onion mash, followed by individual Glengorm carrot 
cakes topped with Isle of Mull crowdie icing.

Guest judge Shaun Squires, head chef of the Manor 
House Hotel in Oban, said: ‘All the teams did really 
well and produced dishes which had balanced flavours 
and showed high levels of skill. The result was extremely 
close and judging was very difficult.’

PARENTS joined pupils of Easdale School for break-
fast on Thursday last week to find out about what the 
children have been learning. 

Class teacher Mairi Livingstone reported there were 
lots of healthy foods to choose from, and she thanked 
Mrs MacKechnie and Mrs MacLarty for helping to set 
up the kitchen and hall, and to Tesco for donating the 
food. 

Ms Livingstone said: ‘We gave a short presentation to 
parents on health and wellbeing, then we set off on our 
daily mile walk. Afterwards, everyone went back inside 
and had the opportunity to see maths and language 
resources and the gym was set up for adults to join in.

‘We also tested them on problem solving. We think 
that all parents and children enjoyed the morning.’

OBAN’S Multiple Sclero-
sis Therapy Centre hosted 
its annual holly tea fund-
raiser at a packed Glen-
cruitten Road Church Hall 
on Saturday November 5.

Employees from Oban 
TSB branch, whose 
customers voted it as the 
bank’s charity for 2016, 
joined MS centre volun-
teers in serving coffee, 
tea and cake to tables of 
chatting guests, amid stalls 
of home-baking. 

Centre manager Amanda 
King explained the event 
helps raise the running 
costs for providing MS 

therapy to local suffers. She 
said: ‘Our members attend 
a weekly session in our baro 
chamber, breathing medical 
oxygen to help relieve the 
symptoms of MS.

‘We are entirely self-

funding and rely on the 
generosity of the local 
community. We are grate-
ful to Oban TSB whose 
customers chose us and 
whose staff volunteered 
with us today.’

Easdale

Oban

Oban

Easdale youngsters and their parents enjoyed a health 
breakfast at the special open morning.

Fraser Mitchell, Gosha Rybczynska and Torran Mealand 
with their trophy. Photograph Kevin McGlynn

MS Centre manager Amanda King, the TSB’s Freya Rob-
erts and Karen Sim, centre assistant Nicola MacKechnie, 

and trustees Sharon Swan and Laura Sage-Gibbon.  

COULD YOU
BE MOVING
FASTER
ONLINE?
Fibre broadband is hare in the 
Highlands and Islands

Check and Order
www.hie.co.uk/fibrefast #Hector
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As part of the University 
of the Highlands and 
Islands we can deliver 
here in Argyll and 
the Isles, where the 
requirement for this 
quali� cation is ”

Fraser Durie
Principal of Argyll College UHI

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Take the first steps by contacting us today
web: argyllcollege.ac.uk
call:  01631 559 500

Oban Centre,
Glenshellach 
Business Park, 
Oban, PA34 4RY

Call us, visit our website or come down 
to your local centre to speak to our 
friendly staff and find out how we can 
help you to learn, achieve and advance 
towards your future.

Apply Now 
for our 
January

Start Courses
The PGDE is the graduate 
entry route into teaching in 
Scotland and is now available 
to students via Argyll Col-
lege UHI. Our programme 
for primary teaching is well 
established and we plan to 
introduce a programme for 
secondary school teachers in 
session 2017-18, depending 
on demand. 

The PGDE consists of 18 
weeks of study at the Argyll 
College UHI’s Oban centre, 
plus 19 weeks in profes-
sional practice in schools 
throughout Argyll and Bute. 
A Gaelic pathway is available 
for those already fluent in the 
language.

Vital practical skills
Lyndsey Collins is a current 

student and is loving the 
course. She said: ‘I initially 
thought I’d have to leave 
Oban and move back to Glas-
gow to undertake the Profes-
sional Graduate Diploma in 

Learn to teach in Argyll
If you already have 
a degree and would 
like a career in 
teaching, you might 
consider studying 
for the Professional 
Graduate Diploma 
in Education (PGDE) 
right here in Argyll 
with the University 
of the Highlands 
and Islands. 

Advertorial

Education, so when I learned 
that the course was available 
at Argyll College UHI I was 
delighted.

‘The school placements give 
an excellent context to dev-
elop teaching 
practice and 
vital practical 
skills, and 
the staff in 
schools are 
really sup-
portive.’

Course tutor 
C a r o l i n e 
Boyle added: 
‘We currently 
have students 
from all over 
Argyll who combine the uni-
versity study weeks in Oban 
with teaching practice nearer 
to their homes elsewhere in 
Argyll.

‘The balance of the course 
allows the students to learn 
from teachers in schools, and 

put into practice all they are 
studying at university. I am 
delighted to be supporting 
such a dedicated and hard 
working group of students, 
seeing them develop their 

skills, and 
gain in con-
fidence as 
the course 
progresses.’

F r a s e r 
Durie, prin-
cipal of Ar-
gyll College 
UHI, said: 
‘We are de-
lighted that 
the PGDE 
in primary 

education is becoming such 
an integral and successful 
part of our curriculum and 
we are excited about the 
prospect of introducing the 
secondary teaching option 
in the coming academic 
year. Previously, students 

would have had to leave the 
area to access this level of 
qualification. As part of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands, we can deliver 
here in Argyll and the Isles, 
where the requirement for this 
qualification is. It’s particular-
ly pleasing to have the diploma 
available with a Gaelic-medi-
um pathway thereby reflecting 
the linguistic heritage of Argyll 
and Bute.’

Information event
If you’d like to find out 

more about the PDGE, go 
along to an information event 
on Thursday December 15 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm in 
the Argyll College UHI 
Oban centre at Glenshellach 
Business Park. 

This event can also be 
attended by video link from 
any Argyll College UHI cen-
tre. Contact your local centre 
or Jen McFadyen on 01631 
559509 to book.

TIMESLINE

A DECISION to scrap home-
work at a Lochaber primary 
school will help children ‘get 
more out of classroom time – as 
that is what school is for’.

Following a trial period and 
consultation with parents, staff 
and pupils, Inverlochy Primary 
in Fort William has decided to 
go homework-free.

Children will no longer be giv-
en assignments and a deadline 
but are encouraged to spend 
time out of the classroom read-
ing books, comics and exercising 
in a bid to learn in a more ‘child-
led’ way.

The idea was tested before the 
summer holidays. In August, 
normal procedures resumed 
before a consultation was held 
prior to and during the October 
break, according to Barry 
Hutchison, a children’s author 
who has a daughter in primary 
three at Inverlochy.

Parents are understood to have 
voted 62 per cent in favour of 
the move. Pupils voted 79 per 
cent in favour, though teachers 
were split 50/50.

Mr Hutchison, pictured above, 
said he welcomed the decision 
because forced homework stresses 
parents and children. He added: 
‘Even in primary one, Mia was 
getting so much homework that 
it would sometimes take up to an 
hour and a half Monday to Thurs-
day and there was no time for 
unstructured family or fun time.’  

Mr Hutchison, who also has 
a son in S3 at Lochaber High 
School, said this kind of ap-
proach would help create more 
well-rounded people. 

He said society is ‘test mad’, 
but there is research that shows 
small amounts of homework are 
not of any benefit when it comes 
to pupils’ results and that large 
amounts of homework actually 
lead to worse performance.   

He added: ‘There was an 
argument I heard that the only 
people who would suffer from 
no homework would be people 
from poorer, more deprived 
backgrounds, but that is not the 
case.  

‘If there is no support, then 
these kids are likely not doing 
their homework anyway but they 
are getting into trouble for that 
on Friday. 

‘So, the only thing this would 
remove is the child getting into 
trouble on Friday and instead 
being told that reading Match 

magazine or going out on your 
bike is positive, which then might 
remove that sense of loathing 
going to school or resenting 
schoolwork at an early age.’

With regard to how children 
might cope with eventually 
having to hit deadlines in the 
approach to secondary school 
and further education, Mr 
Hutchison said that with his son, 
he experienced a lesser amount 
of homework in first and second 
year which gradually builds up.

Mr Hutchison added: ‘My son 
was actually getting less home-
work than my daughter who was 
in primary one at the time, to 
the extent we thought he might 
be hiding it. 

‘It wasn’t the case and, with 
exams looming, we will support 
his studies.  

‘Of course, targeted homework 
can be useful if a child is strug-
gling with a particular area but 
there are so many different ways 
of learning and I think this is a 
great decision by the school.’

The Oban Times asked the 
Highland Council if it was 
involved in the decision, how 
success could be measured and 
if it is likely other schools might 
follow suit.

A spokesperson said: ‘High-
land Council has a devolved 
school management system in 
our schools. The authority does 
not have a highland-wide ‘no 
homework’ policy in place – this 
is something that Inverlochy 
Primary School is trialling in 
their school.’

MORE than £800 has been 
raised for Mallaig pool this 
month, with several personal 
donations made towards the 
£1 million refurbishment. One 
donation was from Dr Helen 
Palmer and her daughter 
Chantelle, who donated £200 
after winning the friends of 
Mallaig swimming pool 500 
Club jackpot.

Feis na Mara donated £600. 
And the Co-op in Mallaig has 
chosen the centre as one of its 
Local Causes.

ALL ABOARD the Jacobite 
steam train as it announces a 
special Christmas appearance.

Santa Clause will join the 
famous train as it runs from 
Fort William to Glen� nnan on 
December 20, 21 and 22, and 
between Fort William and Mal-
laig on December 27, 28, and 29 
for its � rst Christmas journey.

Passengers will be greeted by 
Santa and will receive a gift as 
they board the train, which will 
be specially decorated. And for 
adults, mulled wine and mince 
pies are on o� er.

To � nd out more go to www.
westcoastrailways.co.uk.

Donors splash 
out £800 for pool

Train makes � rst 
Christmas trip

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

School scraps homework

THE McKnight family from Fort William thoroughly enjoyed bon� re night at the weekend. 
Around 500 people gathered at Lochaber Camanachd Club at the weekend to celebrate with a 
massive bon� re and a fantastic display of � reworks. A spokesperson from the Camanachd Club 

said that the proceeds from the evening will be put back into the club. ‘The money we raised 
from the cake sales will go to the junior club’s funds and the rest goes to the main club.’ 
Turn to page four to see some of our bon� re night pictures from Spean Bridge and Caol. 

Lochaber sparkles for bon� re night

Inverlochy children celebrate. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Wright Image
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Days gone by … women at the Mòd

Social media

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Marie MacInnes, who now lives in Glasgow, wrote to us to say: ‘ I refer to your preview of this year’s Royal National 
Mòd in The Oban Times dated October 13, and speci� cally to the photograph on page 18 which referred to Kenneth 

Thompson’s coo-ing women. You asked if anyone knew them.  They are, left to right, Ann MacDonald (wearing 
glasses), Mary Ann  MacKinnon, Ishbel Lamont (Mòd gold medallist), Jan Docherty and Ann MacDonald.

Tiree Gathering 
weekend approaches 
AFTER a very successful Lewis/
Harris Gathering last weekend, 
everyone is now looking forward to 
the annual Tiree Gathering weekend 
beginning with a concert on Thursday 
November 17 in the Partick Burgh 
Hall. 

Gordon Connell will be chairing 
the evening, with Ellen MacDonald, 
Calum Ross, Arthur Cormack and 
the Rowan Brothers all performing.

Trail West are providing the music 
for the dance on the Friday night. 
Gunna Sound will play in the Park 
Bar during the day and in the evening 
on the Saturday – a great tradition of 
the Tiree Gathering. 

That night, I am going to be in the art 
school playing a show with my band, 
Tide Lines. Tickets for this gig sold out 
last week, which is hugely pleasing. It is 
going to be some weekend. 

Trying to pay with 
Lochaber currency
I MADE a very Highland mistake 
the other week in a Glasgow petrol 
station. 

I was returning to the city on the 
Sunday morning after a lovely evening 
back home at the ceilidh in memory of 
Charlie MacColl. 

Having filled my car up with fuel, I 
stood in the queue waiting to pay. The 
attendant informed me that my petrol 
bill was £40. 

I was pretty certain that all I had 
were two £20 notes, so I put my hand 
in my wallet without checking, felt the 
rustle of paper between my fingers, 
lifted them out and extended them 
over the counter. 

The gentleman stared at me. Turns 
out, I had handed him my raffle tick-
ets from the ceilidh the night before.

And, believe it or not, you can’t pay 
for petrol with blue 71-75. 

Anyone putting on a ceilidh in Glas-
gow in the coming weeks must remain 
vigilant. This man might appear with 
my raffle tickets and try to win a prize.

Clydebank ceilidh 
THE next Clydebank ceilidh is in 
the Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick, on 
Friday November 11 at 7.30pm. 

The chairman for the evening will be 
Alasdair MacMillan, and the artists are 
Rhona Morrison, Satunum McIlroy, 
Norman MacKinnon and Seonaidh 
Rostant. Willie Scott is the accor-
dionist, Kirsteen Grant the accom-
panyist and Robert Wood the piper. 

What’s on
Friday November 11: Jura Gathering 
in the St Vincent Bowling Club at 

7.30pm.
Thursday November 17: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering concert 
in the Partick Burgh Hall. 
Friday November 18: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering dance 
in Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday November 19: Gunna 
Sound in the Park Bar afternoon and 
evening. 
Saturday November 19: Tide Lines in 
the art school, Glasgow, with support, 
at 7pm. 
Wednesday November 23: Ceol is 
Craic screening of documentary 
‘A Fàgail Mhiughlaigh / Leaving 
Mingulay’ in the CCA at 7pm.
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association, annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.

Pub scene
Park Bar:
Friday November 11: Deoch ’n’ 
Dorus.
Saturday November 12: Heron 
Valley.
Sunday November 13: Morino Day. 
Islay Inn:
Friday November 11: Parting Glass.
Saturday November 12: The 
Raggaels.
Wednesday November 16: quiz night. 

THE decision by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee to 
waive the rules over the construc-
tion of housing that breaches regu-
lations was widely condemned.
Jenny Low blasted: ‘This is shocking! 
They should be demolished!’
Councillor Julie McKenzie praised: 
‘Great to see the local paper covering 
Ann’s case so comprehensively – an ap-
pallingly bad decision by some of my 
colleagues on the council yesterday.’
Laura Cook raged: ‘This makes a mock-

ery of the planning process!!! Some of 
us had to follow the rules to the letter. 
This is just so very unfair, I cannot un-
derstand how it can be allowed.’
Gus Laurenson posted: ‘Just another 
example of ‘’who you know’’ as 
McLeods can do pretty much as they 
like in Argyll and Bute. Surprised Rory 
Colville had time to attend this meeting 
as he is obviously too busy to attend to 
his constituents issues!!’
Norman Martin wrote: ‘Utterly 
disgraceful treatment of a pensioner 

who has given immense service to the 
community over 40 years.’
Gill Currie said: ‘A disgrace!’
There was praise for St Conan’s Kirk, 
which was listed among the top 10 
buildings in Scotland from the past 
100 years.
Robert Scotland wrote: ‘Well worth 
a visit if you’re in the area, It’s just an 
amazing building:-)’
Joyce Downey agreed: ‘It is a beautiful 
church on the loch side worth stopping 
to visit.’

MUN ÀM A BHIOS sibh a’ leughadh 
seo bidh ceann-suidhe ùr air Stàitean 
Aonaichte Ameireagaidh, tè de na 
dùthchannan as cumhachdaiche air 
thalamh. 

Dùthaich a tha cuideachd ga meas 
fhèin mar dhachaigh saorsa agus 
deamocrasaidh, agus tè a sheasadh na 
còraichean sin air feadh an t-saoghail. 

Le còrr air trì ceud millean de 
shluagh tha in-imrich thar nam bli-
adhnaichean air fìor mheasgachadh 
cultarail a chruthachadh feadh nan 
Stàitean, ach mar a tha gu mì-fhor-
tanach fìor  ann an dùthchannan eile 
cuideachd, cha do dh’fhàg an t-eòlas 
ioma-chultarail sin Ameireagaidh 
saor bho ghràin-cinnidh. 

‘S dòcha nach b’ e annas a bh’ ann 
gun do nochd beagan den sin anns an 
iomairt ghuinich a th’ air a bhith a’ dol 
airson dreuchd a’ Chinn-suidhe thar 
nam mìosan a chaidh. 

Ann am beachd eòlaich b’ i seo an  
t-strì phoilitigeach a bu shalaiche 
agus bu nimheile a bha riamh anns 
na Stàitean Aonaichte, agus cha b’ 
iongnadh ged a bhiodh a’ mhòr-chuid 
den t-sluagh toilichte an taghadh a 
bhith seachad.  

Ach ‘s neònach gun tig sìth eadar na 

prìomh thagraichean agus cuid den 
dlùth luchd-taice, chaidh cus càinidh 
is droch-bheul a thilgeil eatarra.

An e ladarnas a th’ ann dhòmhsa 
neo do dhuine sam bith eile taobh 
a-mach nan Stàitean a bhith a’ toirt 
beachd air gnothaichean poilitigeach 
Ameireagaidh? 

Aig deireadh cùise ‘s ann aig an 
t-sluagh mhòr Ameireaganach a 
bha an co-dhùnadh ri dhèanamh, 
ged a bhiodh cuid againne ann an 
dùthchannan eile ga mheas annasach 
gur iad dithis aig an robh le chèile 
uimhir de dhroch chliù airson caoc-
hladh adhbharan a chaidh an cur air 
adhart airson na dreuchd as àirde nan 
dùthaich. 

Ach ‘s i seo cuideachd tè de na 
dreuchdan as àirde agus as cum-
hachdaiche san t-saoghal, agus sin 
an t-adhbhar dha daoine air feadh 
an t-saoghail ùidh a ghabhail anns an 
taghadh seo, agus theagamh dragh a 
ghabhail cuideachd. 

Tha mòran ann an Ameireagaidh 
air a bhith ag ràdh anns na meadhan-
an gum bheil siostam riaghlaidh na 
dùthcha aca air fàs coirbte agus gum 
bheil e cus fo smachd bhuidheann 
beag den aon teaghlaichean agus gun 

robh taghadh Dhòmhnaill Trump, a 
bha bho thaobh a-mach na buidhne 
sin, na dhearbhadh air mì-riarachas 
luchd-bhòtaidh. 

Aig àm sgrìobhaidh seo chan eil 
fios agamsa de bhuil a bhios air an 
taghadh, a rèir nan tomhas bheachd 
tha an taic dha Hillary Clinton agus 
Dòmhnall Trump an ìre mhath 
co-ionann. 

Ach chan eil teagamh nach fhaicear 
buaidh co-dhùnaidh mhuinntir Am-
eireagaidh air margaidean ionmhais 
an t-saoghail, agus gu ìre air chorei-
gin bidh buaidh aig na gluasadan sin 
oirnne uile cuideachd.

AS I WRITE opinion polls are 
placing Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump equal in the fight to win one of 
the world’s most powerful positions.

Reading this, you will know the 
outcome of what has been described 
as the bitterest presidential campaign 
in United States history, and the de-
cision of American voters will impact 
the world to some degree. 

We pray it will be for better.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Doctor was not 
‘speeding’ at 102mph
Sir,
I see that a local doctor has been fined 
and disqualified for driving at 102 
miles per hour in Glencoe (The Oban 
Times, October 13). 

In the absence of any danger – and 
there is no report of any member of 
the public being involved or affected, 
the most likely casualty being a stray 
deer and there are too many of those 
already – it is difficult to see what 
purpose this serves other than to 
deprive an already staff-strapped 
NHS of an expensively-trained and 
highly-skilled doctor.

The offence here was not speed-
ing, which is travelling at a velocity 
inappropriate to all the prevailing 
conditions, but exceeding a statutory 
speed limit. 

The problem with statutory limits 
is that people drive to them and this 
de-skills the art of controlling a vehi-
cle. There are many occasions when 
60 can be too slow, just as 30 can be 
too fast in adverse weather or traffic 
conditions. 

Annual fatalities in the UK have 
stuck at around the 1,800 mark for the 
past six years and the decrease in the 
six years prior to that is more due to 
improvements in car design and the 
protection of occupants rather than 
any enforcement activity. 

It is time the police and regulatory 
authorities realised that existing 
transport policies are not working 
and looked at alternative strategies. 
Indeed, there is an argument for the 
abolition of all speed limits and the 
promotion of better driving. 

It is estimated that if the driving 
test standard were increased to Police 
Class 2 or Institute of Advanced 
Motorists level, road casualties would 
be reduced by 75 per cent, but this is 
a politically unacceptable solution 
as the resulting loss of revenue from 
road tax, fuel duties and VAT, plus 
increased reliance on an already 
overloaded public transport system is 
too high a price for any government 
to pay.

So we are left with a compromise 
where the police are happy to hide in 
the bushes with their speed guns and 
pursue motorists for fixed penalties 
while ignoring the real issues and, in 
the process, irreparably damaging 
their reputation in the eyes of the 
public. 

The police will say, of course, that 
they do not get the money from fines 
but this is being economical with the 
truth. It is collected by central gov-
ernment but paid back to them via the 
so-called ‘safety’ partnerships, thus 
keeping police vehicles on the road 
which would otherwise have to be paid 
for out of their general subvention.

It is time that the fixed limit and 
penalty regime is consigned to the 
dustbin of history where it belongs 
and driver behaviour is assessed using 
the IAM original motto of ‘Skill with 
Responsibility’.

Only then will we see an acceptable 
attitude to road safety and a reduction 
in casualties.

Andrew Green,
Dal Ghorm House, Ardtoe. 

Corran Halls site is not 
suitable for skate park
Sir,
As a frequent visitor to the area of 
Oban in front of the Corran Halls 
which has been suggested as a possible 
location for a skate park, the sight of 
visitors and locals sitting on the grass 
always impresses me.  

I often see couples and families 
having picnics, enjoying the views 
over the sea to the Sound of Kerrara, 
Lismore, Mull and Morvern, and 
watching the parade of ferries, fishing 
boats, yachts and cruise ships passing 
through the narrows.

It is a very inappropriate site for a 
skate park, being adjacent to the war 
memorial. There is also a lovely family 
memorial in the park to the memory 
of two young fishermen who drowned 
not far from here while working. What 
would become of it?

Do we want Oban and its lovely 
bay and seafront to be turned into a 
Blackpool-type theme park?

There are plenty of opportunities 
for young folk to get involved in sport 
apart from their disruptive activities, 
such as football, rugby, angling, shinty 
and sailing, as well as all the facilities 
at Atlantis. And there is community 
work.  

If we consider skateboarding and 
BMX biking to be sport, there is 
spare ground at Atlantis between the 
children’s play area and the car park 
that could provide an area to accom-
modate the activities and bring them 
under the Atlantis sporting umbrella.

Another possible site is where there 
was a skateboarding facility between 
Mossfield and the rugby park but, un-
fortunately, this was vandalised and 
burned to the ground some years ago.

Also the proposals for the lovely 
green at the Corran Halls, lovingly 
tended colourful displays by our town 
gardeners and also adjacent to a war 
memorial would be inappropriate.

Tam Robertson,
Laurel Crescent, Oban.

Community council 
supports skate plan
Sir,
We would like to express our support 
for the group which has recently been 
established for proposed skatepark in 
Oban. 

This is a project which Oban 
Community Council has long been 
in favour of, and we look forward to 
giving this group as much support as 
we can to help get this project off the 
ground.

Andrew Vennard,
Secretary, Oban Community Council.

Provide helicopters 
for our rural MPs
Sir,
The MPs Brendan O’Hara and Ian 
Blackford are right to draw attention 
to the geographical problems arising 
from the proposed changes to par-
liamentary constituencies in western 

and northern Scotland (The Oban 
Times, October 27). 

There is, however, a need to recog-
nise that electors need representation, 
not over- or under-representation, 
and low population density brings 
its problems, particularly given the 
topography and its control over land-
based travel. 

After all, residents of Glasgow might 
feel unhappy if their MP represented 
80,000, while those of the Highlands 
each represented much fewer, unless, 
perhaps, the ocean intervenes.

For the Highlands, as significant 
an issue besides time spent travelling 
the constituencies is that individuals 
may have limited access to their MPs 
in the event that they wish to raise 
personal problems. 

This, itself, might be considered as a 
serious limitation on fair representa-
tion. Exacerbating the issue is that 
limited broadband in the Highlands 
and Islands can often preclude use of 
the internet as a means of face-to-face 
consultation. 

Given the multiple geographical 
problems, it might be considered rea-
sonable that MPs with geographically 
extensive constituencies such Argyll 
and Bute be provided with helicopter 
transport to serve their widely dis-
persed constituents.

Ian Reid,
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

Well done for holding 
o�  cials to account
Sir,
I was delighted to read that the 
Standards Commission for Scotland 
has decided in favour of Councillor 
Michael Breslin’s principled stance on 
councillors’ rights to hold council em-
ployees to account for their actions. 

A healthy democracy requires more 
than just voting every so often – it is 
also essential that we scrutinise those 
involved with government, at what-
ever level, in between elections. 

At a national level, the select com-
mittees of the House of Commons do 
excellent work in this regard. 

Cabinet ministers, civil servants, 
business leaders – in fact, anyone with 
a hand in public life – are subjected to 
incisive questioning. 

One spectacular example of his 
process has exposed the looting of 
the pension funds of thousands of 
shop workers and may result in the 
stripping of the knighthood from the 
perpetrator. 

Anyone who thinks that this is a 
bit far removed from our own quiet 
backwater in Argyll should think 
again  as our chief executive is paid 
almost as much as our prime minister, 
after all. 

I can see no reason why, however 
highly they think of themselves, our 
own local ‘high heid yins’ should not 
be similarly examined.

So thank you, Councillor Breslin, 
for sticking your head above the par-
apet on our behalf and I am delighted 
that at least one other, Councillor 
George Freeman, has spoken in his 
support. Are there any others?

Stuart White,
Struan Cottage, Minard.

ARGYLL and Bute Council has this week said it will 
likely scrap the 10 per cent discount it currently 

offers second home owners in the region.
The move will no doubt be a blow to many as there are 

a lot of second homes in the area – former family homes 
that are now used only for families returning to the 
region for holidays, or properties bought as holiday lets.

However, the move is estimated to raise £380,000 
for affordable housing in the region and that has to 

be a good thing. We need to offer decent, affordable 
homes to allow us to attract more young families to the 
region and to ensure those young people who want to 
stay can do so.

With Scottish Government funding expected to be 
cut and the council’s budget set to be under even more 
pressure, hard decisions need to be made, but this may 
be one small solution that will help the council provide 
new homes in Argyll.
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Tremors 
shake 
Argyll 
regularly
ARGYLL is being hit by an 
earthquake every 11 days, new 
statistics show.

Scotland has seen an upsurge 
in seismic activity, with scientists 
detecting 142 tremors since the 
start of 2015 – double the usual 
frequency. 

But Argyll and Lochaber are 
the nation’s hotspots, with 61 
quakes from Ardnamurchan in 
the north to Kintyre in the south. 
Since January last year, the 
island and waters of Mull have 
seen 13 earthquakes, while Islay 
has witnessed eight.

There have been four 
recorded at each of Oban, 
Strontian and Achallader.
Meanwhile, tremors have also 
been detected at, among other 
places, Dunoon, Kilmelford, 
Tarbert, Acharacle, Skipness and 
Ballachulish.

Earthquakes are caused when 
masses of rock in the planet’s 
crust move against each other, 
often along fault lines. Scotland 
has dozens of these cracks though 
they are mostly dormant. Anoth-
er reason Scotland is afflicted 
by quakes is that, 20,000 years 
ago, the country was under a 
two kilometre-thick sheet of ice.
The glaciers melted long ago 
but the earth below us is still 
readjusting with some areas – 
including Oban – rising by two 
millimetres a year while parts of 
England are sinking lower.

Those caught in a quake will 
usually only notice the earth 
moving if it registers above 1.5 on 
the Richter Scale, the measure of 
a tremor’s strength. 

Last year, the most violent in 
Scotland measured 2.4 at Dur-
ness in Sutherland, though Stron-
tian saw one of 2.2. In 2016, there 
have been three of 1.9 at Oban, 
Loch Goil and Mull. Scotland’s 
strongest recorded tremor was a 
5.2 that hit Loch Awe in 1880.

The British Geological Survey 
has more than 100 seismograph 
stations across the UK – in-
cluding one at Loch Avich, near 
Taynuilt – all ‘listening’ for 
quakes 24 hours day with the 
results collated at its Edinburgh 
data centre

WRITERS are being urged to 
attend an open mic night at the 
Grassroots Café in Oban on 
Tuesday, November 22.

The Wurdplay open mic night, 
will allow writers, poets, spoken 
word artists and anything in 
between to read out their 
writing in front of like-minded 
individuals. 

The event will start at 7pm and 
everyone is welcome. 

Open mic 
night at cafe

Islands 
top social 
media 
channels
THE Isle of Mull, Kilchurn 
Castle and the Isle of Coll have 
topped the list of attractions 
in Argyll and the Isles to 
receive the most engagement 
on VisitScotland’s social media 
channels.

Images of a puffin on the Isle 
of Staffa, the floral shores of 
the Isle of Coll and the reflect-
ed ruins of Kilchurn Castle 
perched on a rocky peninsula 
overlooking Loch Awe captivat-
ed the social media world with 
more than 57,500 likes, shares, 
retweets and comments between 
them this summer.

Overall, posts about Argyll and 
the Isles across all VisitScotland 
media channels led to more than 
721,500 likes, shares, retweets 
and comments from April to 
September.

The image which caught the 
world’s attention the most was 
with ‘puffin perfection on the 
Isle of Staffa’ by visitor Marie 
Tatum which inspired com-
ments from all around the world 
and more than 38,000 likes, 
comments and shares.

VisitScotland’s social media 
channels have some of the 
largest followings and engage-
ment of any other destination 
marketing organisation globally. 
The channels provide inspira-
tional images and information 
about Scotland to inspire people 
worldwide to visit the country 
every year.  

With more than 2.3 billion 
people around the world (30 
per cent of the total population) 
using social networking sites, 
VisitScotland has a dedicated 
social media team to ensure 
destination information about 
every region of Scotland is rep-
resented.

The majority of images posted 
on VisitScotland channels are 
provided by visitors to Scotland, 
with user-generated content of 
great importance to the national 
tourism organisation.

The top post overall for the 
summer was a group of images 
posted on Facebook of the 
beaches on the Isle of Harris 
basking in the sunshine, inspir-
ing more than 310,000 shares, 
likes and comments.

VisitScotland launched its 
first ever global campaign – the 
Spirit of Scotland – in February 
this year, with a large emphasis 
on creating a social movement 
to help promote the country to 
the world. 

The #ScotSpirit social cam-
paign has been VisitScotland’s 
most successful social media 
campaign to date with nearly 
200,000 uses of the hashtag 
across all platforms and more 
than 63 million views of the 
Spirit of Scotland advert and 
mini documentaries.

Oban Live ‘in jeopardy’ 
with loss of blaise pitch
ORGANISERS have raised 
fears for the future of the Oban 
Live festival because of pending 
changes at Mossfield Stadium 
due to the new high school. 

The Oban Live music festival, 
which held its first event at 
Mossfield this year, brought 
10,000 visitors and £2million to 
the town on a non-holiday week-
end, and tickets for next year’s 
event, to be held on June 2 and 
3, are due to go on sale soon.

But Neil Mackay, joint event 
director of Oban Live, told 
a joint surgery of local area 
councillors in the Corran Halls 
on November 2 that Oban Live 
was ‘in jeopardy’ because the 
nearby blaise pitch is due to be 
grassed over for a games field.

‘If we do not have the blaise 
pitch and the car parking, the 
event is in jeopardy,’ Mr Mack-
ay said. ‘Surely there is another 
site? The solution has to come 
very shortly. We have national 
and local partnerships ready to 
go. What a tragedy if we have to 
cancel this.’

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
he explained: ‘We are finalising 
the headliners. It’s all in jeop-
ardy if we do not have the blaise 
pitch. It will be impossible to 
run it. We need parking because 
we have 6,000 folk and heavy 
vehicles with equipment.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I see Mossfield developing 
as a hub for events, rather than 
just a football or shinty pitch 
used every couple of weeks. The 
last thing I want is for Oban 
Live to be cancelled.’ 

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said if the high school could not 
use the blaise pitch, somewhere 
else would have to be found for 
pupils to play. 

She said: ‘The high school has 
to go forward having sufficient 
playing fields. It is absolutely 
part of the remit.’

Naomi Hoolahan, Oban Live’s 
head event director, said: ‘Oban 
Live has requested information 
on the removal of the red blaise 
surface from councillors and 
Argyll and Bute Council. We 
are waiting for a response. 
Once we have this information, 
our event team will look at how 
and if this will impact plans for 
Oban Live 2017.

‘It is a huge operational chal-
lenge to make Mossfield and 
the surrounding area safe and 
accessible for major events. The 

red blaise surface is essential 
not only to the Oban Live event 
but also to other key events held 
at the stadium where parking 
and access are already very lim-
ited, especially for those with 
mobility requirements.

‘Investment in any community 
asset is a great thing for the town 
and we hope that the investment 
in Mossfield will upgrade the 
current facilities and increase 
the use of the stadium for events 
of all kinds. The team are very 
excited about Oban Live 2017.’

Argyll and Bute Council said: 
‘We are investing more than 
£30 million to create a fantastic 
new high school. As part of the 
agreed design, the blaise sports 
pitch is being replaced with a 
new grass pitch, which will meet 
the needs of high school and 
community users. These agreed 

plans have been informed by a 
public consultation, and plan-
ning permission was granted 
on the basis that a grass pitch 
would be installed.’

Other events which use Moss-
field and its blaise pitch for park-
ing have also voiced concerns. 

The Camanachd Association’s 
Torquil Macleod said: ‘Moss-
field provides an excellent venue 
for major shinty events, attract-
ing thousands of spectators. As 
with any major event, car park-
ing is a significant concern. The 
Camanachd Cup final requires 
space for approximately 400 ve-
hicles. The last two Camanachd 
Cup finals in Oban have been 
compromised by the lack of 
available parking at the stadium 
due to double-booking of the 
blaise pitch, reducing vehicle 
capacity to around 100.’

Drug user gets six months

Violent man attacked partner

Plans for 20mph limit rejected

AN OBAN drug user was 
sentenced to six months in 
prison after he pled guilty to 
struggling with police officers 
and swallowing a quantity of 
drugs in a supermarket car park 
on March 25.

David MacGillivray, 39, of 9 
MacGregor Court, was said by 
police officers to be behaving 
in a ‘furtive manner’ by 
‘dodging around cars and trying 
to hide’ when he came to their 
attention.

Two police officers tried to 
apprehended MacGillivray, but 
he obstructed them, and the 
incident ended with the accused 
swallowing a small packet, 
Oban Sheriff Court heard on 
Monday.

He was taken to hospital 
and later released into police 
custody.

MacGillivray said he had held 
down a job at a local super-
market until it relocated and 
since then he had retrained 

and he was now licensed to be 
a spotter for workforces using 
heavy machinery.

Defence agent Kevin 
McGinness said MacGillivray 
had turned his life around 
and hoped to be in full-time 
employment if he was spared a 
custodial sentence.

However, Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC said MacGillivrary 
had done ‘too little and too late’ 
and would serve a six-month 
custodial sentence. 

Lewis gets on his 
bike for charity
A 19-YEAR-OLD from 
Dunbeg has cycled 60 miles 
around Loch Awe in order to 
raise money to fund his trip 
to Africa.

Lewis McFarlane was cho-
sen from a pool of applicants 
that spanned the world to 
volunteer for five months.

During his time abroad, 
Lewis will work with the 
rugby charity Bhubesi Pride 
Foundation to help approx-
imately 3,000 children and 
members of staff develop 
their rugby and life skills.

The former Dunbeg Pri-
mary and Oban High School 
pupil has so far raised £675, 
from events including his 
ride, a raffle and quiz night, 
and online donations.

Lewis left Kilchrenan at 

7.20am and finished his cycle 
at 3.10pm. His mum, Deirdre, 
said: ‘The hills coming out 
of Kilchrenan and towards 
Dalavich were very daunting 
and Lewis did struggle at 
the start but, when the sun 
eventually came up and the 
worst was over, he was much 
more positive and he finished 
with almost a smile.’

However, she added: ‘I’m 
not sure he will want to travel 
that road any time soon.’

Lewis needs to raise thou-
sands of pounds to cover his 
trip. 

He will be organising addi-
tional fundraising events in 
the future. To donate, visit 
ht tps: //mydonate.bt .com/
f undra i ser s / lew i smacfar 
lane1.

A VIOLENT man who 
assaulted his partner was 
sentenced to 13 months in 
prison this week.

The jail term was imposed 
after he pleaded guilty 
during a hearing at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday to 
seizing his partner, sending 
threatening texts and kicking 
his partner on her head.

Andrei Tsilikin, of no 
fixed abode, attacked his 

partner on more than three 
occasions, two of which were 
while he was on bail. The 
attacks took place on April 1, 
July 27 and October 10. 

Tsilikin, 33, told the court 
that he was ‘genuinely 
shocked’ to hear of the ways 
by which he had assaulted his 
partner as he was drunk at 
the time.

Defence agent Laura Mc-
Manus told Sheriff Ruth An-

derson QC that the catalysts 
for arguments between the 
couple were always alcohol 
fuelled.

While in prison on remand, 
he had been getting help to 
deal with his addiction, Mrs 
McManus explained.

Sheriff Anderson said: 
‘If you don’t do something 
about the drink you are going 
to kill yourself or someone 
else.’

Crowds � ocked to Oban Live in May this year but the hugely popular festival is now at  risk.

Attack was unprovoked
A SHOCKING and completely unprovoked attack on a young 
woman who was walking on the Railway Pier in October came to 
the attention of Oban Sheri�  Court on Monday.

The young woman, who was walking to work shortly after 
8.30am on Thursday October 13, saw the man, Donald McGillivray, 
45, approach her and she said she had instantly felt threatened 
by him.

McGillivray, who said he su� ered from mental health problems 
and that instability of medication had been behind the attack, 
kicked the young woman on the legs to bring her to the ground 
before repeatedly kicking her to the head and body before a 
passer-by stopped the assault.

McGillivray of 3-2, 19 High Street, Oban, was sentenced to 10 
months in prison.

PLANS to impose a 20mph 
limit through Oban town 
centre would bring no 
benefit, Oban community 
councillors have argued in a 
consultation.  

Instead, they said, Trans-
port Scotland should address 
the fatal accidents on rural 
roads in the region.

The Scottish Government’s 
national transport agency 
sent the consultation to Oban 
Community Council on Oc-
tober 26 asking for its views 
on ministers’ proposals to 
reduce the 30mph speed limit 
in part of Oban to 20mph.

Transport Scotland’s plans 
show a 30mph limit on the 
A85 from 30m north of 
Rowan Road along Dunollie 
Road and Corran Esplanade 
until the junction with 
Breadalbane Street, and 

then a proposed 20mph limit 
through the town centre until 
Argyll Square.

‘During the day we are 
incredibly lucky to get to that 
speed,’ remarked Councillor 
Kieron Green at Oban Com-
munity Council on October 
31. ‘There is a question-mark 
over the necessity. At night 
there is not enough traffic for 
there to be a 20mph limit. I 
question the need for it.’

Councillor Elaine Robert-
son agreed: ‘You are lucky 
if you can get up to 20mph 
in Oban most of the time,’ 
she said. ‘It is going to cause 
all sorts of confusion. It is a 
60mph limit until you reach 
the 30mph limit, and that is 
the dangerous part. Why are 
we not addressing the road 
coming in?’ 

Councillor Green suggested 

a 40mph limit on the north 
approach into Oban, similar 
to the 40mph limit going into 
Inveraray and Benderloch. 
But one member of the public 
argued the biggest problem 
lay at the Argyll Square end. 
‘They all take you to the worst 
accident blackspot: Argyll 
Square,’ he said. ‘It’s all well 
having high safety, and then a 
melting point at the end of it.’

In response to the consul-
tation, secretary Andrew 
Vennard wrote on behalf of 
Oban community council-
lors: ‘There was a general 
consensus this would not 
have any real benefits for the 
town centre. 

‘There have been a number 
of accidents on rural roads 
such as the A82, A83, A85, 
and A816 on a regular basis, 
including several fatalities.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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Across

1 Partner (6)

4 Perfect (4,2)

9 Protective facial hair (7)

10 Mature (5)

11 Elbow reinforcement (5)

12 Barricade (7)

13 Small start-up loan (11)

18 Silvery white metallic element (7)

20 Anything very small of its kind (5)

22 Poker or potato (5)

23 Wanting (7)

24 Joined by treaty (6)

25 Can be led this way (6)

Down

1 Treeless plain (6)

2 Blatant (5)

3 Cracker (7)

5 Church song (5)

6 Enormous force of water (7)

7 Nod (6)

8 Defect (11)

14 Bad feeling (3,4)

15 State (7)

16 One of the mimosa family (6)

17 Stage action on the edge (6)

19 Put forth (5)

21 Errand runner (5)
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OPEN AFTERNOON 
Find out more about life at 

Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools

Saturday 12 November, 
2pm-4pm

The Bay View Lounge
Bay Great Western Hotel, 

Corran Esplanade, Oban, 
PA34 5PP

The Mary Erskine School
Stewart’s Melville College 

The Junior School

Boarding and Day school for boys 
and girls in Edinburgh,Scotland. 

Boarding available from age 10+

Please contact us at any time.

 0131 311 1111 
 admissions@esms.org.uk 
 www.esms.org.uk

Merchant Company Education Board Schools.  
Registered Charity No. SC009747

We would be delighted to meet you there.

We welcome you to join 
us at our informal drop-in 
event where you can ask 
us any questions you may 
have about the schools 
and find out about 
Boarding life at ESMS.
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

By the time you read 
this the new ‘leader 
of the free world’ will 
have been elected. 
Everywhere on radio, 
TV or internet there 
is constant talk of the 
forthcoming American 
presidential election. 
The depths to which 
the protagonists have 
sunk is truly appalling. 

Last night I was re-
searching information 
about the hazards of 
blue light. One article 
that stood out was from 
a Trump-supporting 
doctor. The headline 
read: ‘Clinton blinds 20 
million Americans.’ He 
accused Hillary Clinton 
of causing Americans 
to go blind because 
she had promoted cli-

mate control measures 
including using LED 
and fl uorescent lamps. 
These emit high levels 
of blue light, which can 
be hazardous to the 
human eye. He argued 
this blue light was the 
main cause of macular 
degeneration which 
leads to progressive vi-
sion loss particularly in 
the elderly population. 
He spent many para-
graphs attacking Hillary 
Clinton for personally 
causing this ‘avoidable 
catastrophe’ and then 
offered a solution using 
a product he was sell-
ing for many hundreds 
of dollars per year. 

Do these new lamps 
cause eye problems? 
Many of my patients 

Blue light 
blinds millions

don’t like them. They 
have diffi culty reading 
due to the low light 
levels emitted. They 
complain of headaches 
and sore eyes which 
they did not suffer 
when using old-fash-
ioned tungsten lamps. 
Yes, they do emit blue 
light, as do computer 
screens and smart 
phones. We should 
all be using blue light 
fi lters in our glasses to 
protect against possible 
harm. 

Our diet can also 
help. Eating a diet rich 
in carotenoids (that’s 
highly pigmented foods 
such as carrots, spin-
ach and broccoli) can 
help. These can pro-
vide a degree of natural 
protection in the retina 
which helps fi lter out 
harmful blue light. Your 
optometrist can advise 
you on appropriate pro-
tection measures which 
can reduce the risk of 
macular degeneration 
caused by blue light.

A NEW exhibition about to 
open puts the focus firmly on 
Killin and the Breadalbane 
area.

Photographer David Paterson 
is currently preparing for his 
exhibition, which begins on No-
vember 26 at the Stirling Smith 
Art Gallery and Museum. 

His show, Landscape and Na-
ture in Breadalbane, consists of 
65 to 70 photographs, with the 
main emphasis on landscape 
but flora and fauna are also 
represented. The intention is to 
give a comprehensive account 
of all that Breadalbane offers. 

Breadalbane is the name of 
a medieval territory belonging 
to the Campbell and Macnab 
clans, covering modern Perth-
shire and northern Stirling-
shire, with Killin as one of its 
main power-bases. 

David deliberately puts for-
ward the proposition that the 
region stands very high in the 
ranks of Scottish landscapes, 
and competes very well with 
the more emotive names such 
as Skye, Torridon and Wester 
Ross. 

David retired to Killin in 
2003 after a long career as 
a freelance photographer. 
He has published more than 
a dozen books of landscape 
photography on subjects 
ranging from the Highlands 
to the Himalayas, and has held 
several exhibitions. 

David enjoyed a 25-year 
collaboration with the inter-
nationally-renowned garden 
artist, Ian Hamilton Finlay, 
which gave rise to more books, 
exhibitions and other publica-
tions.

His new exhibition will be 
opened by Bruce Craw-
ford MSP on Saturday 
November 26 and will 
run until Feb-
ruary 6, 2017. 

Veteran photographer to 
display his second exhibition 
at Stirling’s Smith

His new exhibition will be 
opened by Bruce Craw-
ford MSP on Saturday 
November 26 and will 
run until Feb-
ruary 6, 2017. 

at Stirling’s Smith

Photographer David Paterson, whose most recent exhibition 
will be opened on Saturday November 26 and run until 

February 6, 2017. 

‘Prehistory, Loch Tay’ by David Paterson. ‘Ancient rowan: Killin Forest’ by David Paterson. 

The Lorne’s owner Declan Curran

Cancer Research 
Committee

Oban Branch

Quiz Night
in the Masonic Hall

Albany Street
on Friday 18th November 2016

At 7.00 for 7.30pm
Quiz Master: Tony Cave

6 per team
Prizes

Admission £3.00 per person

Fairtrade and 
Christmas Themed 
Market at Kilmartin 

Museum
12th and 13th November 

2016
11am to 4pm

Free Museum entry on 
these days

Contact 01546 510278

Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 

12 November 2016
in St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban, 11am - 2.30pm

Admission £3
Baking Stall, Preserves

and Raffle
In aid of Poppy Scotland and 
St. John’s Cathedral, Oban

For those of you that 
enjoy great pub grub, in 
relaxed surroundings, 
you are probably now 
familiar with the excep-
tional ‘feast for a fiver’ 
menu at The Lorne in 
Oban, which is now 
available from 12 noon 
until 9pm. It has proven 
to be very popular with 
both locals and visitors 
due to the fantastic 
quality of food (and por-
tion size) at what seems 
like a ‘too good to be 
true’ offer. There are no 
short cuts, no gimmicks, 
just really good home-
cooked food. The feast 
for a fiver menu sits 
alongside an extensive a 
la carte menu, offering 

a huge choice of qual-
ity, freshly prepared 
food – including locally 
caught fish and seafood 
straight from the pier in 
Oban. If you love fresh 
seafood, try the Lorne 
Platter; a delicious com-
bo of Isle of Mull scal-
lops, fillet of sea bass, 
local mussels, smoked 
salmon and mackerel 
pate served with bread 
and butter, all for just 
£19.95. The tantalising 
menu includes succulent 
Highland chicken, juicy 
steaks, gourmet burgers 
and the tempting steak 
and Guinness pie to 
name just a few of the 
pub favourites. First 
class food is compli-

mented by a great range 
of beers and wines and 
an extensive Gin and 
Whisky menu, all served 
up with a lovely warm 
welcome from attentive 
staff. 

So whether it’s a pint 
of cold beer, some 
delicious seafood and a 
glass of wine or a place 
to party the night away…
the Lorne Bar has it 
covered! Head chef and 
owner Declan extends 
a warm welcome and 
invites you to see for 
yourself why The Lorne 
is fast becoming known 
as Oban’s seafood pub! 
For menus and more 
information, visit www.
thelornebaroban.co.uk

The Lorne – top food spot in the heart of Oban
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Friday 11 - Thursday 17 November 
A STREET CAT NAMED BOB | 12A | 123 MIN
Fri: 19:00, Sat: 17:15, Sun: 14:45, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 18:45
Based on the international best selling book. The true feel 
good story of how James Bowen, a busker and recovering 
drug addict, had his life transformed when he met a stray 
ginger cat.

ARRIVAL | 12A | 136 MIN
Fri: 19:00, 21:15, Sat: 14:45, 19:30, Sun: 16:45, 18:00, Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Thu: 16:15, 21:00
Parent and Baby Screening: Tue: 11:30
When mysterious spacecraft touch down across the globe, 
an elite team - lead by expert linguist Louise Banks - are 
brought together to investigate. As mankind teeters on the 
verge of global war, Banks and the team race against time for 
answers - and to � nd them, she will take a chance that could 
threaten her life, and quite possibly humanity.

BRIDGET JONES’S BABY | 15 | 145 MIN
Mon: 21:30, Wed: 19:00
The continuing adventures of British publishing executive 
Bridget Jones as she enters her 40s.

DOCTOR STRANGE | 12A | 135 MIN
Sat: 20:00, Sun: 19:15, Tue, Thu: 19:00
When famous neurosurgeon Stephen Strange (Benedict 
Cumberbatch) su� ers career-ending injuries in a devastating 
car crash, he seeks help in the furthest reaches of the world! 
Hoping to � nd cures for his injuries, Strange instead uncovers 
the hidden world of magic and alternate dimensions.

KIDS CLUB: STORKS | U | 109 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic: Storks deliver babies...or at least they 
used to. Now they deliver packages for global internet giant 
Cornerstore.com. Junior, the company’s top delivery stork, 
is about to be promoted when he accidentally activates the 
Baby Making Machine, producing an adorable and wholly 
unauthorized baby girl. Desperate to deliver this bundle 
of trouble before the boss gets wise, Junior and his friend 
Tulip, the only human on Stork Mountain, race to make their 
� rst-ever baby drop - in a wild and revealing journey that 
could make more than one family whole and restore the 
storks’ true mission in the world.

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN 
| 12A | 147 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat, Sun: 12:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:15
When Jacob discovers clues to a mystery that spans di� erent 
worlds and times, he � nds a magical place known as Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. But the mystery and 
danger deepen as he gets to know the residents and learns 
about their special powers... and their powerful enemies. Ulti-
mately, Jacob discovers that only his own special “peculiarity” 
can save his new friends.

STARFISH | 15 | 115 MIN
Wed, Thu: 21:30
Silver screening: Sun: 14:30
Award winning drama. “Star� sh” tells the story of a couple 
whose love is tested to its limit after their perfect life falls 
apart in a single moment.

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN | 15 | 132 MIN
Fri: 21:30, Mon: 19:00, Tue: 21:30
In the thriller, Rachel (Blunt), who is devastated by her recent 
divorce, spends her daily commute fantasizing about the 
seemingly perfect couple who live in a house that her train 
passes every day, until one morning she sees something 
shocking happen there and becomes entangled in the 
mystery that unfolds.

TROLLS | PG | 120 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 17:45
Poppy, the optimistic leader of the Trolls, and her polar oppo-
site, Branch. Together, this unlikely pair of Trolls must embark 
on an adventure that takes them far beyond the only world 
they’ve ever known.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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community-owned and run

18 - 27 NOVEMBER 2016
MARKETS, PIPE BANDS, FAIRGROUNDS,

REINDEER PARADE, SNOW!

ST ANDREW’S DAY EVENTS -
OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL HAGGISFEST

To celebrate Scotland’s Food and Drink, butchers 
from across Scotland go head to head to win 

the coveted Golden Haggis Award.
Public tasting and voting from 12.30pm - 3pm. Admission £2

Proceeds to Oban High School Pipe Band
WEST COAST WHISKY FESTIVAL

Classic malt whisky and chocolate tasting
TARTAN DASH, HAGGIS HURLING, CEILIDH, 

FIREWORKS AND ILLUMINATIONS FROM THE TOUR
Best views from Station Square or Stafford Street.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE, JOIN US FOR THE 
BIGGEST PARTY IN THE WEST

Festival programme now available from 
VisitScotland Oban Offi ce & shops

To celebrate Scotland’s Food and Drink, butchers etc
To mark the Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design-

The  Oban Winter Festival Sculpture
Designed by Louis Barrow, built by Freddy Lockhart 

Big Reveal 27 November

WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM
@OBANWINTERFEST

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Faigh barrachd fiosrachaidh air na cùrsaichean fo-cheum dha 
fileantaich is luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an 
cànan le caochladh chuspairean a leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na 
meadhanan agus teagasg.

Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses 
available for fluent speakers and learners of Gaelic which 
combine the language with a choice of subjects including 
traditional music, media studies and teacher education.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

‘Totem’ – survivors of clearfell near Killin by David Paterson. 

‘Summer dawn on Loch Tay’ by David Paterson. 
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THIS month will be a busy one for the 
Tobermory-based multi-arts organi-
sation Comar, with many interesting 
things in store. 

Here are three things that you 
should consider going to if you enjoy 
spicy food, poetry or dance theatre. 

Tomorrow (Friday November 11) 
at 7pm, Comar is having a café curry 
evening, with spicy treats and veggie 
curries. You can enjoy a three-course 
meal with a choice of a main dish for 
£15. There will also be a licensed bar 
with wine and beer. 

On Monday November 14 from 2pm 
to 4pm, local poets Derek Crook and 
Jan Sutch-Pickard will read from their 
new books Hanging On and A Pocket 
Full Of Crumbs, and engage in a chat 

poetry in the An Tobar Cafe. This 
event is free.

On Saturday November 19 at 7.30pm, 
at Mull Theatre, a piece of dance the-
atre will be presented. Marking the 
400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s 
death, Lady Macbeth: unsex me here, 
explores one of Shakespeare’s most 
complex women. It deals with themes 
including ambition, power, guilt, 
remorse, loss and death. 

Paralleling Shakespeare’s time, a 
cast of three male dancers all play Lady 
Macbeth, exploring the relationship 
between masculinity and femininity. 
The dance theatre will be created and 
directed by award-winning Company 
Chordelia  under artistic director 
Kally Lloyd-Jones.

As I write this week’s ar-
ticle, the world is gripped 
with excitement, trepidation 
and passion as those eligible 
across the globe are casting 
their votes in one of the 
most hotly contested, close-
ly fought and divisive ballots 
in history.  On one side, ter-
rible hair styling, excessive 
lifestyle and questionable 
attitudes towards women; on 
the other, an untidy e-mail 
trail,  a dodgy track-record 
on foreign affairs and 
inseparable links with the 
political elite.  So will it be 
Skerryvore or Mànran who 
win Live Act of the Year at 
the Trad Awards?  At least 
these bands are both worthy 
candidates for the position 

unlike the choices in the 
pantomime unfolding on 
the other side of the Atlan-
tic.  Indeed if you are not a 
fan of either of these bands 
then there are other good al-
ternatives in the category!  I 
am sure the Americans wish 
they had a few other choices 
in the presidential category!

Last week, voting for the 
MG Alba Scots Trad Music 
Awards got underway and is 
open until Friday the 18th 
of November. The climax of 
the event takes place with 
an awards night that returns 
to the Caird Hall, Dundee 
on the 3rd of December. 
With the first such event 
taking place in Edinburgh 
in 2003, these awards have 

become a major feature in 
the calendar of traditional 
music, providing a great 
opportunity to celebrate the 
industry’s achievements and 
give a platform to market the 
music of Scotland to a wider 
audience. 

There are many strands to 
the awards and every year 
they provide an exciting 
journey in finding out, 
firstly, who has been nom-
inated and then following 
the various campaigns by 
artists, bands, community 
groups and organisations to 
garner votes.  Those jousting 
to win the coveted “gongs” 
always carry this out with 
good humour and with much 
inter-nominee respect.  

The value of being nomi-
nated or winning is rightly 
considerable.  For a Commu-
nity Group, it can give rec-
ognition for years of work by 
volunteers; for a Music Tutor, 
it can give acknowledgement 
of the generosity of passing 
on skills to countless learn-
ers; for young bands, it can 
give huge encouragement 
to continue on their musical 
path; to established bands, it 
can be a very useful endorse-
ment and strong marketing 
tool and to stalwarts of the 
industry in can give much 
deserved credit for a career 
of hard work.  

One of the most important 
components of the Trad 
Awards is the appointment 

of deserving candidates to 
the Scottish Music Hall of 
Fame.  The function of this is 
to honour those whose lives 
have been spent preserving, 
championing and nurturing 
traditional music in various 
ways locally, nationally and 
internationally.  This is a 
fitting way of recognising 
those who would not dream 
of seeking the limelight for 
themselves.

As with all democratic 
affairs, the most important 
thing is to get out and vote.   
Go online and search for 
handsupfortrad and follow 
the links.  More coverage 
of the process and a feature 
on the man behind the event 
will follow.

Vote! Vote! Vote!
Comar presents an 
exciting program 
for November 2017

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

THE people of Luing commem-
orated the 80th anniversary last 
Wednesday of the tragic loss of 
15 Latvian seamen when the SS 
Helena Faulbaums was wrecked 
on the rocks of Belnahua, a near-
by isle, on October 26, 1936.

The Latvian ambassador in 
London sent red roses and a letter 
of thanks to Luing Community 
Council, which laid them at the 
gravestones and read out the 
letter to the assembled members 
of the community on the anniver-
sary on Wednesday afternoon. 
The Latvian flag was hung on 
the Cullipool flagpole in sight of 
Belnahua as a mark of respect.

The Luing History Group has an 
exhibition at the Atlantic Islands 
Centre on Luing, which tells the 
full story of the tragedy and the 
links between Latvia and Luing 
which followed. The centre’s 
café served special Latvian-style 
dishes, such as the traditional 
hunter’s stew bigos, all week. The 
exhibition will continue in future 
weeks to give everyone who wish-
es to see it a chance to do so.

Luing History Group secretary 
Zoë Fleming said: ‘The shipwreck 
of the SS Helena Faulbaums is an 
important part of Luing’s history 
and the tragic loss of these Latvian 
seamen will always be remem-
bered by the people of Luing.

‘On the night of October 26, 
1936, a severe gale was blowing 
and the ship foundered with just 
four survivors who swam and 
scrambled on to Belnahua, from 
where they were rescued next 
day by the Islay lifeboat. They 
were taken to the Crinan Hotel 

and then to a Glasgow hospital 
for treatment. The captain was 
returned to Latvia for burial but 
the other 14 men were buried to-
gether on Luing in the graveyard,’ 
she said.

‘The search for the seamen, fol-
lowed by their funeral service and 
burials on the island, was carried 
out by the community on Luing, 
and this marked the start of a 
long connection with Latvia that 
continues to this day. In 1938, the 
first visit by a group from Latvia 
brought two memorial grave-
stones and medals of honour were 
awarded by the Latvian minister 
in London to several men for their 
leadership during the rescue and 
search. Gifts of a communion 
plate and cup and a wooden 
lectern were made to Kilchattan 
Church on Luing,’ she continued.

‘By 1940, Latvia was occupied by 
the Soviet Union and no visitors 
from there could tend the graves 
but the Luing people kept their 
memories alive. A small group of 
Latvian exiles arrived in 1983 and 
this was followed in 1986 for the 
50th anniversary by a large group 
of exiles. 

‘This visit was organised by a 
Luing man and the community 
welcomed them with several 
events on the island. A small 
flotilla of boats went to the site 
of the wreck where wreaths of 
flowers were thrown into the sea. 
Since then more visits between 
Latvians and locals have been 
made, including one of the survi-
vors and his grandson revisiting 
Belnahua to tell his moving story,’ 
she concluded.

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Luing recalls tragedy 
that claimed sailors

Luing islanders laid a wreath at the memorial stone dedicated to 15 Latvian sailors 
who died on October 26, exactly 80 years ago.

The Latvian � ag � ies in commemoration on October 26, 2016, with the scene of the 
tragedy, Belnahua, behind.

A � otilla laid wreaths in the water on the 50th anniversary of 
the tragedy.

The funeral of the Latvian sailors in 1936.

Latvian visitors on the 50th anniversary in 1986.

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 10 – 
Thursday 17 November 2016

DIARDAOIN 10 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER 
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Cathy 
Ann MacPhee and Maggie MacInnes 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Radharc: The Island Where 
God Speaks Gaelic – pro� le of South 
Uist - 1971

21.00 Jock Stein rpt)
22.00 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogadh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
– Episode 2 (rpt)
23.00 Càirdeas Cogaidh – the 
contrasting fortunes of 2 WW1 
soldiers (rpt)

DIHAOINE 11 SAMHAIN
FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Dealbhairean na Dùthcha 
– a series looking at history of maps 
– Episode 1 
20.15 Binneas – Na Trads – 
pìobaireachd (rpt)
20.30 Cuimhneachan/Remem-
brance – WWI Songs and Poetry 
(rpt)
21.00 Bho Stalag gu Gulag – an 
incredible wartime journey (rpt)
22.00 Na Worlds – World Pipe 

Band Championships 2016 (rpt)
23.00 HMS Timbertown – WW1 
Lewis prisoners in the Netherlands 
(rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 12 SAMHAIN
SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 An Dùthaich Dhìomhair 
– Scotland’s hidden history – Part 4 
(rpt)
20.00 Ceilidh @ Blas Music 
Festival 2012 – music highlights 
(rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1989 – the news 
making the headlines (rpt)
21.00 Cuirm @ Celtic – The Great 
Gathering (rpt) 
21.55 A gu U: Na Thadhail 
thu? – an island journey through the 
alphabet – Episode 1 (rpt)
23.00 Dìomhairean an Lusitania 

– Secrets of the Lusitania (rpt)
24.30 Belladrum 2015 – 
Highlights (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 13 SAMHAIN
SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER
16.00 BÈO | LIVE Football – 
Livingston v The New Saints
18.10 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual praise 
and music (rpt)
20.00 Eòrpa – Current A� airs (rpt)
20.30 Radharc: The Island Where 
God Speaks Gaelic – pro� le of South 
Uist (rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Irish Country 
Music (rpt)
22.00 A gu U: Na Thadhail 
thu? – an island journey through the 
alphabet – Episode 2 (rpt)
23.00 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogaidh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
– Episode 2 (rpt)

DILUAIN 14 SAMHAIN
MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05 Muir is Tìr – nature and 
wildlife (rpt)
19.30 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Cuimhneachan – Songs and 
poetry about WW1 – Episode 2 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh: Dol 
Fodha na Grèine – an emotional 
trip to WW1 battle� elds 
22.00 Port – Siorrachd Chorcaigh 
– shared musical roots in Cork (rpt)
22.30 A’ Ghàidhealtachd 
(Highlands) – Scotland’s wild heart 
– Episode 2 (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Quiz 
Show (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 15 SAMHAIN
TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
18.30 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gaisgich na 
Stoirme ----the heroes who take on 
our extreme weather – Episode 1 
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Country 
Music (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Dol Fodha na 
Grèine – emotional trip to WW1 
battle� elds (rpt)
23.00 An Dùthaich Dhìomhair – 
Scotland’s hidden history – Episode 
4 (rpt)
23.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 16 SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Muir is Tìr – Natural History 
(rpt)
19.30 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa – news 
from around Europe
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd – 
Scotland’s wild heart – the Highlands 
– Episode 3
22.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn – music 
quiz (rpt)
22.30 Port – shared musical roots 
in Cork (rpt)
23.00     Jock Stein (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 17 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 

Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Cathy 
Ann MacPhee and Maggie MacInnes 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 
1 of the � rst Gaelic current a� airs TV 
series
21.00 Jim Baxter (rpt)
22.00 Tiree Music Festival – 
Highlights 
22.30 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogaidh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
– Episode 3
23.30 Blas 2012 – Highlights (rpt)
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ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
REGISTERED CHARITY SC013211

All enquiries to Jean on 01631 566406
www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk

REHOMING DOGS & CATS

KITTENS 
LOOKING 

FOR A GOOD 
HOME

IS YOUR

CODE A WINNER?
SEE BELOW!
CODE A WINNER?
In last week’s Oban Times, November 3, we printed a unique 
code in every single copy, five of which are worth £50 each!

If your code from last week’s paper matches any of the below, 

you win £50!
THE WINNING CODES ARE:

If you have a winning code please 
call 01631 568000. Please have your 
winning code number and reference 
number ready. Your reference number 
can be found underneath your unique 
code printed in our November 3 edition.

GOOD LUCK!

OT12723

OT29182

OT11651

OT28642

OT18107

Terms and conditions apply. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and immediate families are not eligible to enter. The editor’s decision is � nal. No 
cash alternative. The prize is £50 in cash for each reader with a winning code. Please allow 28 days for payment of cash. Digital subscribers – we 
do not want you to miss out! If you wish to take part, please email competitions@obantimes.co.uk to let us know your details (please provide 
your name, email address and contact number). Winning codes must be submitted and prizes claimed by 5pm, Wednesday, 16 November 2016.

The winners will be 
announced on Saturday 
December 3 at the Caird 
Hall in Dundee.  

Hailed as the most 
prestigious ceremony 
in the traditional music 
calendar, organisers 
Hands Up for Trad will 
hand out 16 awards to 
the best Scottish trad 
talent. 

This year’s ceremony 
will see some of the 
biggest names in Scot-
tish traditional music 
perform, including 
the Scott Wood Band, 
Songs of Separation 
and Mohsen Amini - 
who was crowned BBC 
Radio Scotland’s Young 
Traditional Musician 
2016 – and many more.  

The album of the year, 

sponsored by Birnam 
CD, is arguably one of 
the most sought-after 
awards and competition 
is stiff this year, with the 
award being contested 
by 10 nominees, includ-
ing Hamish Napier, 
Ross Ainslie and Ali 
Hutton, Jarlath Hende-
son and Dallahan.

Piping Live is up 
against Orkney Folk 
Festival in the event 
of the year category, 
sponsored by VisitScot-
land, alongside Pulse 
and Hamish feature 
film.

Blazin’ Fiddles, 
Elephant Sessions, 
Mànran, Niteworks, 
Skerryvore and Treach-
erous Orchestra make 
up the live act of the year 

shortlist, sponsored by 
Greentrax.  And Dosca, 
Top Floor Taivers, Ryan 
Young, and Tannara are 
shortlisted for up and 
coming artist of the year 
category, sponsored by 
the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland.  

Voting for the short-
listed acts will be open 
until Friday November 
18. Votes can be cast 
at https://projects.
handsupfortrad.scot /
scotstradmusicawards/
voting.  

Event founder and pro-
moter Simon Thoumire, 
said: ‘We want to say a 
huge thanks to everyone 
who has voted and we’d 
like to congratulate all 
the shortlisted nomi-
nees. Hands Up for Trad 

are dedicated to show-
casing the amazing trad 
talent in Scotland and 
we’re looking forward 
to the ceremony and 
an unmissable night of 
live music on Saturday 
December 3.’ 

Iseabail Mactaggart, 
MG Alba’s director of 
development and part-
nerships, said: ‘We’re 
delighted to see such 
exciting shortlists and 
proud that MG Alba 
is associated with, and 
nurturing, such an inno-
vative, inspiring sector, 
and that BBC Alba gives 
them the platform they 
deserve.’ 

Tickets for the awards 
ceremony are available 
from 01382 434940 or 
www.dundeebox.co.uk.

The full list is as follows.

Album of the year: 
Abyss by Talisk, Astar by 
Breabach, Brighter Still 
by Adam Holmes and The 
Embers, Hearts Broken, 
Heads Turned by Jarlath 
Henderson, Hello, Good-
bye by John McCusker, 
Matter of Time by Dalla-
han, Songs of Separation 
by Songs of Separation, 
Symbiosis by Ross Ainslie 
and Ali Hutton, The Hebri-
dean Sessions by Daimh, 
The River by Hamish 
Napier.

Club of the year: Stone-
haven Folk Club, Dundee 
Acoustic Music Club, 
Rolling Hills Folk Club, 
Mauchlin Accordion and 
Fiddle Club.

Composer of the year: 
Graham MacKenzie, 
Hamish Napier, Kris Drever, 
Freeland Barbour, Mairear-
ad Green, Joe Armstrong. 

Community project of the 
year: Merlin Academy of 
Traditional Music, Feis Rois 
Life Long Learning Project, 
Fuaran - Fèisean nan Gàid-
heal, Friends of Wighton.

Event of the year: Piping 
Live, Orkney Folk Festival, 
Pulse, Hamish Feature 
Film.

Gaelic singer of the year: 
Ellen MacDonald, Calum 
Ross, Joy Dunlop, Kaela 
Rowan.  

Instrumentalist of the 
Year: Tony McManus, Innes 

White, Mohsen Amini, Ra-
chel Newton, Craig Paton.
Live act of the year: Blazin' 
Fiddles, Elephant Ses-
sions, Mànran, Niteworks, 
Skerryvore, Treacherous 
Orchestra.  

Citty Finlayson Scots 
singer of the year: Simon 
Gall, Lori Watson, Hector 
Riddell, Shona Donaldson.

Scottish dance band of 
the year: Trail West, Sixties 
Bairns, Peter Wood Shet-
land Dance Band, Lomond 
Ceilidh Band.  

Folk band of the year: 
Rura, Rant, Barluath, Brea-
bach.

Scottish pipe band of the 
year: North Lanarkshire 

Schools Pipe Band, Police 
Scotland Fife Pipe Band, 
Johnstone Pipe Band, Stir-
ling and District Schools 
Pipe Band.

Trad music in the media: 
Scots Radio Podcast, Take 
the Floor, fRoots, Fresh 
Folk.

Music tutor of the year: 
Jim Hunter, Simon Chad-
wick, Daniel Thorpe, Mhairi 
Marwick, Lynsey Tait, 
Rachel Hair.
Up and coming artist of 
the year: Dosca, Top Floor 
Taivers, Ryan Young, Tan-
nara.

Venue of the year: The Cat 
Strand; The Reel, Orkney; 
The Glad Café; Drouthy 
Cobbler, Elgin.

NOMINATIONS have 
been unveiled for the 
2016 MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards

HE WAS voted No 1 
Entertainer of the Year 
2016 and No 1 Album 
of the Year (Cut Loose) 
at the ICMA Awards in 
RTE Earlier this year.

From Ireland, Mike 
Denver, known as 
'The Galway Boy', is 
one of Ireland's top 
entertainers, having this 
year celebrated 13 years 
in the entertainment 
scene. He is regarded as 
having the best band for 
dancing with a two and 
a half-hour high energy 
show featuring all of his 
hits.

Mike Denver is well 
aware that, for the 
people who come to 
his concerts, all they 
want is a good night of 
entertainment and that's 
what he provides.

Mike has recorded 
14 albums and four 
DVDS to date and it is 
from them he picks his 
programme for the night. 
His new album  is Cut 
Loose, which reached 
No 1 in the Irish album 
charts earlier this year, 
and he has a live DVD 
which he recorded in 

The TF in Castlebar 
and which will be out for 
release in November.

Mike and his band 
are currently in the 
middle of a very busy 
year playing concerts 
in theatres and hotels 
across the country. 

Mike's dancing 
weekend takes place 
in the McWilliam Park 
Hotel, Claremorris, on 
Friday November 25 with 
special guest Robert 
Mizzell and on Saturday 
November 26 with 
special guest Johnny 
Brady and Sunday 
afternoon dancing from 
3pm to 5pm with Mike 
Denver and his full band, 

Mike Starts his nine-
day  Scottish concert 
tour today (Thursday 
November 10) with 
special guests Gerry 
Guthrie and Caitlin. He 
will be in concert today 
at the Pavilion Theatre 
in Glasgow, tomorrow 
(Friday, November 
11) at the Queen's 
Hall in Edinburgh, on  
Saturday at the Corran 
Halls in Oban, on  
Sunday at the Whitehall 

Theatre in Dundee, 
Tuesday November 15 
at the Guild Hall in 
Preston, on Wednesday 
November 16 at the  
Easterbrook Hall in 
Dumfries, on Thursday  
and Friday, November 

17 and 18 in the 
Edencourt Theatre,  
Inverness, and finishing 
up  on Saturday 
November 19 at the 
Thainstone Centre in 
Inverurie.

Catch Mike at a 

venue near you. You 
can check out Mike on 
www.themikedenver-
band.com, on Facebook 
and Twitter @ mik-
edenvermike and Willie 
Carty's Entertainment 
Agency on 090 9741017.

The Galway Boy MIKE DENVER
Ireland comes to Oban
With his full band, comes to Corran Halls Oban this Saturday

Mike Denver
In Concert

With Special Guests 
Caitlin & 

Gerry Guthrie
Saturday 12th 

November 
Corran Hall Oban 

Tel: 01631 567333

Galway Boy
Mike Denver

With Special Guests 

Tickets on Sale now
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

FORT WILLIAM, Dingwall 
& Highland Marts Ltd, (No-
vember 4) sold 540 rams at its 
annual sale of rams.

Blackface ram lambs (101) 
averaged £351.71 and sold to 
£6,500 gross from Elmscleugh, 
Dunbar.

Blackface shearlings (276) 
averaged £238.57 and sold to 
£1,300 gross from Dalchirla, 
Muthill.

Blackface two shears (43) sold 
to £450 gross from Craig Farm, 
Straiton & Shenlarich, Lawers.

Blackface three shears (18) 
sold to £450 gross from Dalbui-
ack, Carr Bridge.

Blackface four shears (4) sold 
to £850 gross from Craig Farm, 
Straiton.

Cheviots (51) sold to £380 
gross for a two shear from 
Keppoch, Dundonnell.

Texels (13) sold to £450 gross 
for a shearling from Ardchat-
ten, Connel.

Suffolks (6) sold to £400 gross 
for a shearling from Ardchat-
ten, Connel.

Blue Faced Leicester (6) sold 
to £500 gross for a shearling 
from Crookston, Heriot.

Swale (6) sold to £220 gross 
for a shearling from Gallin 
Farm, Glenlyon.

Beltex (6) sold to £600 gross 
for a shearling from Clashnoir, 
Glenlivet. Lleyns (4) sold to 
£100 gross for a shearling from 
Whitegates, Lochgilphead.

Crosses (6) sold to £550 gross 
for a shearling from Clashnoir.

Other leading prices per head
BF ram lambs – Elmscleugh, 

£2500 & £1600, Dalchirla, 
£1100, Allanfauld, Kilsyth, 
£800;

BF shearling – East Bracklin, 
Callander, £1200, Elmscleugh, 
£900, Dalchirla, Elmscleugh & 
West Lethans, Saline, £800;

BF two shear – Craig Farm 

(twice), £400, Shenlarich 
(twice), Hillhead of Mornish, 
Glenlivet, & Fersit, Roy Bridge, 
£300, Dall Farm, Killin, 
(twice), Shenlarich, (thrice), & 
Dunruchan, Muthill, £250;

BF three shear – Woodside 
Croft, Salen, £350, Dall Farm, 
£250, Knockandhu, Tomatin, 
£200;

Chev shearling – Wood 
Cottage Croft, Tobermory, 
£300, East Bracklin, & 80 
Strathcanaird, Ullapool, £250, 
Ardoch, Cardross, (twice), 
Wood Cottage Croft (twice), 
East Durran, Castletown, 
(twice), Wester Dunnet, Thur-

so, (twice), Easter Aberchalder 
Estate, Gorthleck, £200;

Chev two shear – Keppoch 
Farm, £350, £300, £250, Wood 
Cottage Croft, Keppoch Farm, 
(thrice), & 11A Portnaguran, 
£200;

Texel shearling – Arnicle, 
Glenbarr, £320, 28 Knockbreck 
Road, Straiton & Arnicle, £300, 
Ardchatten, & 28 Knockbreck 
Road, £250;

Texel two shear – Wester 
Tullich, Ardeonaig, £400;

Suffolk shearling – Ardchat-
ten, £280, £220;

Blue Face Leicester – Crook-
ston, (four times) £300. 

Around the markets

OBAN TIMES reader Lorna 
Byrne, from Locheilside, 
Fort William,  emailed the 
newspaper this week with a 
fasincating vignette from her 
family’s farming background.

Lorna wrote: ‘In September, 
I read the coverage of the Mull 
and Morvern Sheepdog Trials, 
and was surprised to see a 
mention of my grandfather, 
Kenneth MacAskill, who once 
farmed Lettermore in Aros. 

‘I enclose a photo of himself 
and his good trial dog, Chance.  

‘He must have won that 
new cup  [Miss Lithgow of 
Glengorm Trophy in 1928] 
shortly before vacating Let-
termore as the hill ground 
had been sold to the Forestry 
Commission.  

‘When my mother’s older 
sister, Flora, was born in 1925, 
the neighbouring farmer gave 
an Ayrshire heifer to the new 
baby, a very generous gift in 
those hard times.  

‘My grandparents were sad 
to leave Mull in 1928 when my 
mother was two years old, but 
mum cherishes this photo and 
the lovely silver trophy which 
her father had previously won 
two years running.  

‘Friends had encouraged him 
to come back and win it out-
right the next year, but by then 
he and his family had moved to 
Loch Luichart in Ross-shire.  

‘In his younger days, he had 
been a shepherd to the flock 
of sheep in the Royal Parks in 
London, dipping sheep in the 
Serpentine.  

‘His set of pipes were stolen 
in London, before he left for 
Montana along with a few 
other Skye men, to earn money 
towards farming in his own 
right.  

‘In the 1930s, he was the 
official timekeeper at the In-
verness venue of the National 
Trials and was presented with 
a gold watch for his services.’

Kenneth MacAskill, who once farmed Lettermore, and his 
good trial dog Chance.

Call for farmers to take 
part in wellbeing study
NFU SCOTLAND and rural 
charity RSABI have joined 
forces to encourage farmers, 
crofters and those working in 
the agricultural industry to take 
part in a pilot study by Univer-
sity of Glasgow.

The study is aimed at those 
working within the agricultural 
industry in Scotland who suffer 
from low mood and/or anxiety, 
and would involve taking part 
in a short online course. If the 
pilot study is successful it could 
be made readily available to 
assist those in need of support.

Previous research has indicated 
that farmers and crofters may be 
particularly vulnerable to these 
difficulties and that they may 
not want to, or be able to, access 
formal health care services for 

support. Once individuals agree 
to take part in the study, they will 
be asked to complete an initial 
questionnaire to assess their cur-
rent wellbeing. Participation will 
be fully confidential.

As a need to support those 
working in the agricultural 
industry has been identified, 
this study is being organised 
and funded by the Institute of 
Mental Health and Wellbeing at 
the University of Glasgow.

Allan Bowie, president of 
NFU Scotland, commented: 
‘We know farmers and crofters 
can work in isolated areas, 
and often can go days without 
speaking to someone. This can 
impact on health and wellbeing, 
particularly at this time of year, 
and it’s fantastic that tools 

are being researched to help 
improve accessibility to help for 
those within our industry, in an 
unobtrusive, confidential way.

‘One in four people in Scotland 
will suffer from poor mental 
health at some point in their life. 
And we know with the pressures 
that are currently facing our 
industry, and every sector, it can 
have a significant impact on how 
we feel and how we cope in the 
running of our businesses.

‘I would encourage as many 
people as possible to take 
part in this study if they fit the 
criteria, as it can only bode well 
for helping our industry to be 
the best it can be going forward, 
with suitable resources availa-
ble, no matter where you are in 
Scotland.’

Mags Granger, RSABI’s 
welfare manager, commented: 
‘We are pleased to support 
this research which will assist 
in identifying suitable support 
for those working within the 
agricultural industry here in 
Scotland.

‘We know that people in rural 
communities can sometimes ex-
perience difficult and stressful 
times, and, as a charity, RSABI 
has been working to improve 
the resources available for those 
people.

‘This research by the Univer-
sity of Glasgow is very welcome 
and it is hoped that we will get 
enough farmers and crofters, 
and people working with the 
industry, who have suffered low 
mood and/or anxiety at some 

point in their lives to come for-
ward to take part. This survey 
could result in practical help 
for farmers and crofters for the 
future.’

Harriet Bowyer, of the Insti-
tute of Health and Wellbeing 
at University of Glasgow, said: 
‘The current study is investigat-
ing the usefulness of providing 
farmers and crofters with an 
online course that teaches key 
life skills based on cognitive 
behavioural therapy.

‘Research suggests that online 
life skills training can help with 
low mood and anxiety, and that 
it works best if it is relevant to 
the people who are using it. 
That’s why this project has been 
designed specifically for farmers 
and crofters.’

Former Mull shepherd in spotlight 

IN A bid to address some of 
the challenges facing Scotland’s 
crofters, the Scottish Parlia-
ment’s Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Committee is to 
examine priorities for crofting 
law reform.

The Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Committee scru-
tinises policy proposals relating 
to rural affairs, transport and 
connectivity. 

Recognising that a significant 
amount of work has already 
been undertaken to identify 
improvements to crofting legis-
lation, the committee will hear 
evidence from organisations 
representing crofters, crofting 
law experts and the Crofting 
Commission on action which 
may help accelerate progress in 
this area. 

Convener of the committee 
Edward Mountain MSP said: 
‘Crofting brings invaluable jobs, 

produce and income to our rural 
communities, and the commit-
tee understands the Scottish 
Government will bring forward 
a crofting bill in the next few 
years. Detailed work has already 
identified issues which the pro-
posed legislation might cover, 
and the committee is working 
to complement this with its own 
review of priorities for change.’

Mr Mountain continued: 
‘Crofting issues can be complex 
and often specific to a local 
area. The committee wants to 
hear views from those with 
direct, front-line experience of 
crofting issues, and those who 
have a detailed knowledge of the 
law in this area. 

‘We have no desire to duplicate 
or go over old ground. Our 

objective is to identify the key 
priorities and establish whether 
there is any potential for deliver-
ing on some of these to quickly 
alleviate certain challenges 
faced by Scotland’s crofters.’

On completion of the review 
of crofting law priorities, the 
Rural Economy and Connec-
tivity Committee will write to 
the Scottish Government with 
recommendations for action.
 This month (November) the 
committee has been hearing evi-
dence at the Scottish Parliament 
from a range of organisations, 
including the Scottish Crofting 
Federation, National Farmers’ 
Union Scotland, Scottish Land 
and Estates, a range of crofting 
law experts and the Crofting 
Commission. It will hear final 
submissions on November 16 
and, following this, will take 
evidence from the Scottish 
Government in early December.

Parliamentary committee to look 
at priorities in crofting reform

The Rural 
Economy and 
Connectivity 
Committee 

will consider 
crofting 

law reform.
Photograph: 

Andrew Cowan/

Scottish Parliament

Farmers 
celebrated 
over climate 
change

Union talks Brexit 
with Leadsom

TWENTY-TWO farmers 
from across the UK took 
centre stage in a new report 
Delivering Britain’s Clean En-
ergy from the Land, launched 
yesterday (Wednesday No-
vember 9) and  authored by 
the UK farming unions.

The report’s launch comes 
on Farmers’ Day at the 
COP22 climate conference 
being held in Marrakech, 
Morocco, where world leaders 
are turning their attention 
to the role of agriculture in 
managing a changing climate.

The report aims to celebrate 
the work of farmers across the 
UK in tackling climate change 
by installing renewable energy 
systems on their farms and 
producing low-carbon energy.

Now legally binding, the in-
ternational Paris Agreement 
on climate change signed in 
2015 has opened the door to 
a wealth of opportunities for 
farmers to contribute to the 
low-carbon economy.

In a joint statement, the four 
UK farming union presidents 
said: ‘The farming industry 
grows the raw ingredients 
for the UK’s largest manu-
facturing sector, food and 
drink, worth £108 billion, and 
provides jobs for 3.9 million 
people, all while using its nat-
ural resources to store carbon 
and generate clean renewable 
energy. Our report showcases 
our members’ ambitions and 
practical actions to be on 
the front line of tackling the 
impact of climate change.

‘Agriculture has a unique 
role to play in the implementa-
tion of the historic 2015 Paris 
Agreement. Farmers have 
embraced a diverse selection 
of technologies at different 
scales to meet the needs of 
their business and the country.

‘They are keen to keep their 
businesses progressive and at 
the forefront of technology 
for present and future gener-
ations.’

THE IMPORTANCE of 
protecting and maintaining 
Scotland’s unique farming in-
dustry in the Brexit negotiations 
has been highlighted at NFU 
Scotland’s first meeting with the 
UK government’s Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, Andrea 
Leadsom.

At the constructive meeting, 
held at the NFUS offices near 
Edinburgh last Wednesday 
(November 2), union represent-
atives outlined the importance 
of engaging and consulting with 
all parts of the UK and all sec-
tors of the food and farming in-
dustries as the UK government 
formulates its position ahead of 
the UK’s exit from the EU.

Union office-holders highlight-
ed the importance to Scotland 
of securing a robust trade deal 
with the EU and other trading 
partners as this will profoundly 
influence future agricultural and 
rural policy in Scotland.

Representatives pressed for 
higher trading costs, customs 
controls, barriers and tariffs to 
be mitigated in any new trading 
arrangements, and sought 
reassurances that Scottish 
provenance, quality and high 
production standards will be 
protected.

The union welcomed the posi-
tive dialogue with the Secretary 
of State and will look to build on 
the discussion through further 
face-to-face meetings in the 
weeks and months ahead.

Speaking after the meeting, 
NFUS president Allan Bowie 
said: ‘We welcome the Secretary 
of State’s inaugural visit and our 
opportunity to cover a lot of 
important issues in the time we 
had with her. 

‘She is clearly aware of the 
unique challenges that our Scot-

tish industry will face in the next 
few years and we were encour-
aged by her straight talking and 
willingness to engage. We have 
confidence that she is someone 
who we can work with to capi-
talise on the opportunities that 
Brexit can bring to Scotland.

‘As a union, we look forward 
to working positively and 
constructively with her and her 
department over the coming 
weeks and months, as we enter a 
hugely important period for the 
future for our sector.

‘That engagement is crucial. 
In Scotland, agricultural 
production is just the start of a 
supply chain which underpins 
a successful food and drinks 
sector, which has grown into the 
biggest manufacturing industry 
that we have. Farming and 
crofting in Scotland not only 
produce the vital raw materials 
necessary for our food and drink 
manufacturers, but does so in a 
manner that works with nature, 
delivering huge environmental 
and biodiversity benefits.

‘It also abundantly clear the 
degree to which a profitable 
farming sector underpins the 
whole rural economy, main-
taining fragile communities in 
Scotland’s most marginal areas. 

‘That is why we were keen to 
impress on the Secretary of 
State our desire to see agri-
culture at the heart of Brexit 
negotiations. 

‘There are opportunities 
ahead for our industry that can 
be realised if we secure the 
right trading arrangements with 
Europe; prioritise the countries 
for which we want to secure new 
trade deals; ensure we continue 
to have access to employees to 
meet our labour needs and have 
a domestic agricultural policy 
that prioritises production.’
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Concerns 
increase 
over silage

NFUS is 
seeking 
president

Livestock 
worrying 
campaign

CONCERNS over the number 
of recently analysed silage sam-
ples revealing low protein levels 
has led staff from Scotland’s 
Rural College to urge farmers 
to get their silage analysed as 
soon as possible, before the 
winter feeding regime begins in 
earnest. 

Once identified, a protein 
shortfall can be easily recti-
fied, but cattle fed on silage 
with low level of protein are 
at risk of rumen digestion 
problems which, in the worst 
cases, can be fatal.

It is not clear why there is 
a drop in protein on some 
farms but the late cold spring 
and recent wet winters in 
the past couple of years 
are thought to play a part. 
Having studied the latest test 
results Perth-based nutrition-
ist Karen Stewart, from the 
college’s SAC consulting beef 
and sheep team, fears some 
results are below safe levels.

She said: ‘We are very con-
cerned that more samples this 
year have protein levels below 
the 10 per cent level which we 
would consider critical for 
most stock. In extreme cases, 
the protein level is even lower 
than last year with a few at 
only six to seven per cent. 

‘Most at risk are dry suckler 
cows, between weaning and 
calving, where straw is mixed 
in with silage they eat. In this 
situation, even silages with 
moderate protein levels, if 
they are fed with too much 
straw, will cause issues with 
the function of the animal’s 
rumen and possible rumen 
impaction.’

Even following last year’s 
warning, SAC Consulting 
Veterinary Services diag-
nosed protein deficiency as 
the cause of death of one 
or more cattle in three beef 
herds. 

Heather Stevenson, of 
SAC Consulting Veterinary 
Services, said: ‘If your silage 
is made in a pit containing 
grass from both the first and 
second cuts, remember any 
initial samples taken from 
the feeding face will be large-
ly from the second cut, which 
in our experience is more 
likely to have normal protein 
levels. 

‘So if possible take a core 
sample further into the pit, or 
another sample as soon as the 
first cut becomes obvious at 
the bottom two to three feet 
of the face.’

While the problem arises 
more often in silages made 
for beef cattle and sheep, 
some silages made for dairy 
herds are also recording 
protein levels below 10 per 
cent. Given the high protein 
requirements of a cow pro-
ducing milk, this is particu-
larly critical.

According to Ms Stewart , 
the problem can be easily 
rectified by feeding more of a 
suitable protein supplement.

NOMINATIONS are now being 
taken for the positions of NFU 
Scotland’s president and two 
vice-presidents.

The election for these key 
appointments within Scottish 
agriculture will take place at the 
union’s meeting at the Radisson 
Blu Hotel, Glasgow, on Tuesday 
February 7, 2017. The union’s 
AGM and annual dinner will be 
staged at the same venue the day 
before. 

Any NFUS member can 
be nominated for election, 
providing they are proposed 
and seconded by fellow NFUS 
members. The presidential posi-
tion is held for two years and a 
president can serve a maximum 
of two consecutive two-year 
terms. Those elected vice-pres-
ident will initially serve for two 
years before the post reverts to 
an annual election.  

Members of NFU Scotland’s 
council – a body made up from 
representatives of each of the 
union’s 73 branches – will select 
the successful candidates.

Current president Allan 
Bowie, w ho farms in Fife and 
Stirlingshire, will complete his 
first two-year term at the un-
ion’s forthcoming AGM and has 
indicated he will be standing for 
election for a second two-year 
term.

Anyone wishing to stand as 
president or vice-president 
should contact NFUS chief 
executive Scott Walker to obtain 
a proposal form, which must be 
returned by Monday December 
12. 

POLICE Scotland and its part-
ne rs have launched an autumn 
livestock worrying campaign.

The month-long initiative is 
to raise awareness among dog 
owners about the devastating 
effects of livestock worrying.

It coincides with a rise in 
livestock attacks by dogs during 
November, a time when sheep 
are brought down to low-lying 
pasture, in areas more acces-
sible by people exercising their 
dogs or by dogs that are allowed 
to roam free.

The Scottish Partnership 
Against Rural Crime, a mul-
ti-agency partnership which in-
cludes Police Scotland, National 
Farmers’ Union of Scotland and 
Scottish Land and Estates, is 
working with Scottish Natural 
Heritage to promote responsible 
dog walking.

Inspector Jane Donaldson 
said: ‘Dog must ensure they are 
under control at all times and 
avoid livestock. 

‘The Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code says dogs shouldn’t be 
taken into fields where there 
are lambs or other young farm 
animals.’

AGRISCOT, one of the pre-
mier events in UK agriculture, 
continues to develop its appeal 
to all sectors of the industry, 
both to the trade and a wide 
cross section of farmers eager 
to seek out products, services, 
advice and information for their 
farming businesses. 

The 2016 event, which takes 
place on Wednesday November 
16, will feature more than 
240 trade stands exhibiting 
a wide variety of products, 
competitions for aspiring young 
agricultural professionals, new 
products, business seminars 
and technical demonstrations 
for a variety of products and 
services covering every aspect 
of agriculture. 

Those seeking answers to the 
myriad of questions on their 

own circumstances will find 
them at the farm business event 
where the best commercial and 
technical advice is on offer. 
AgriScot continues to develop 
its appeal to all sectors of the 
industry, both to the trade 
and to a wide cross section of 
farmers eager to seek out the 
products, services, advice, and 
information necessary for their 
farming businesses. 

The Lowland Hall is the 
country’s largest winter display 
of machinery where visitors 
will be able to view the latest 
developments in farm hardware 
and technology, from the latest 
tractors to equipment for both 
arable and livestock farms. 
AgriScot now encompasses 
four exhibition halls, including 
the most recent addition, The 

Upland Hall, which helps to 
offer visitors an even greater 
range of products and services. 

Add in the competitions for 
aspiring young agricultural 
professionals, silage and new 
products, business seminars, 
technical demonstrations, it’s 
easy to see that AgriScot is 
the place to be if you are in the 
business of farming. 

The new AgriScot Scottish 
Arable Farm of the Year award, 
aims to emulate the success of 
the Scottish Dairy, Scotch Beef 
and Scottish Sheep Farm of the 
Year Competitions. 

Andrew Moir, AgriScot chair-
man, explained the thinking 
behind the new award. He 
said: ‘AgriScot is now, more 
than ever, about all sectors of 
agriculture.

‘A significant number of the 
trade stands and seminars at 
our event are hugely relevant 
to arable farmers and we have 
been attracting them in increas-
ing numbers year on year. 

‘With the ongoing success of 
our farm of the year awards for 
the three principal livestock 
sectors we felt that arable busi-
nesses were missing out. Thanks 
to sponsorship from SoilEssen-
tials and the support of AHDB 
Cereals & Oilseeds, we are able 
to announce at AgriScot that 
the inaugural Scottish Arable 
Farm of the Year competition 
will take place in 2017.’ 

AgriScot has an established 
history of sectorial and business 
competitions. Awards are made 
each year not only in the farm 
of the year competitions, but 

also for farm business skills 
exhibited by a young Scottish 
talent, the best silage crops and 
the best new product exhibit at 
AgriScot. The awards are a way 
of highlighting excellence in the 
industry and, in turn, helping 
farmers to pick up ways in which 
their own businesses might be 
improved. 

AgriScot started out as a spe-
cialist event for dairy farmers, 
and over the year has grown in 
size and scope to become the 
leading business and network-
ing event for the entire agri-
cultural industry. The one-day 
exhibition attracts farmers and 
agricultural professionals from 
across Scotland, and, thanks 
to its proximity to Edinburgh 
Airport, from all over Britain 
and beyond.

AgriScot 2016 will boast 
more than 240 trade stands

REINTRODUCED red 
kite numbers are on the rise 
throughout much of Scotland, 
with at least 283 pairs in 2015, 
but a new Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) report has 
found the population in north 
Scotland continues to grow 
more slowly than other reintro-
duced populations.

The report updates earlier 
work and suggests that illegal 
killing is still considered to be 
the main reason red kite num-
bers are not higher in north 
Scotland.

The report, commissioned by 
SNH and carried out by RSPB’s 
Centre for Conservation Sci-
ence, found that, although not 
at risk of decline, the red kite 
population in north Scotland 
continues to grow very slowly. 
There are currently around 70 

breeding pairs in north Scot-
land. The report shows that, 
had there been no illegal kill-
ing, there could have been as 
many as 1,500 pairs. However, 
it also estimates that, even with 
this mortality continuing, there 
could still be around 131 pairs 
by 2024, and in the longer term, 
there could be around 550 pairs 
by 2044, although predictions 
are less certain over a longer 
time period.

Survival rates, and the pro-
portion of illegally killed birds 
being found, were similar to the 
previous study. Of 57 dead red 
kites recovered between 2007 
and 2014, 24 (42 per cent) were 
confirmed to have been illegal-
ly killed. This compares with 
a figure of 40 per cent of re-
covered dead birds confirmed 
to have been illegally killed 

throughout the period from the 
start of the reintroduction in 
1989 up to 2006.

Most red kites being killed are 
young birds, resulting in lower 
numbers reaching the breeding 
population. As a result, the 
population growth has been 
much slower than elsewhere.

Assuming the level of perse-
cution remains unchanged, the 
study also assessed the impacts 
of a 2014 incident of illegal 
poisoning of red kites in Ross-
shire as well as potential risks 
from wind farms. The incident 
in Ross-shire, in which 16 red 
kites were found dead with 12 
subsequently confirmed to have 
been poisoned, raised fears of 
a significant impact on the kite 
population. The report found 
that when modelled as a one-off 
event, the Ross-shire incident 

had a relatively small impact in 
the short-term, but reduces the 
predicted 2024 population by 
5 per cent to 124 pairs and the 
estimated 2044 population by 7 
per cent to 513 pairs.

Environment Secretary Rose-
anna Cunningham said: ‘It is of 
course, good news that red kite 
numbers are increasing in Scot-
land. But it must be said that it 
is extremely disappointing that 
this success is being lessened 
by illegal persecution of these 
magnificent birds. I want to 
be clear that wildlife crime is 
not acceptable in a modern 
Scotland and this is why we 
are doing all we can to end the 
illegal killing of birds of prey 
and working in partnership 
with stakeholders to achieve 
that. Scotland already has the 
strongest wildlife legislation 

in the UK and earlier this 
year, we accepted proposals to 
introduce tough new maximum 
penalties for those who commit 
crimes against wildlife.

‘The Scottish Government 
has ordered a review of satellite 
tracking data – we want to make 
sure we are getting the most 
information we can on when and 
how birds are disappearing.

‘Last year, we also funded the 
free pesticide disposal scheme 
which removed over 700kg 
of illegally held poisons in 
Scotland, to allow those still in 
possession of illegal substances 
to have them removed. I’m also 
seeing some really encouraging 
best practice from the farming 
community on the responsible 
use of rodenticide, which can 
be used by wildlife criminals to 
persecute raptors.’

Red kite numbers begin to soar once again

Easycare 
Sheep

(In Lamb due March 2017)
pure easy care 
sheep for sale 

38 ewes and 3 Tups
No fl eeces to clip

Lamb on their own, 
averaging twins
No dog required
Good hard feet
Fat Lambs by 

September/October
Enquiries: Lagnaha 

Farm 01631 740282 - 
mann603@btinternet.com

Kilfinnan
Farm

Hill North Country 
Cheviot Rams

For Sale and Hire
Tel: N Robertson 

07768 506826

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie End of Season Municipal & 
Contractors Clearance Auction

10:30am Wednesday 30th November 2016 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Up To 300 Entries Expected- All types of Plant, Machinery HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, 
Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors Tools & Equipment etc.

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

All Items Subject to Arrival
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ber 14, 1916, at the Battle of the 
Somme and has no known grave. 
He is commemorated on France’s 
Vimy Memorial: the highest point 
of Vimy ridge which commemorates 
all Canadians who served their 
country in battle during the First 
World War, and particularly to 
the 60,000 who gave their lives in 
France. It also bears the names of 
11,000 Canadian servicemen who 
died in France – many of them in 
the fight for Vimy Ridge – who have 
no known grave.

Donald’s brother, Alexander Liv-
ingston, listed above his name on 
the Kilbrandon war memorial, also 
died in the First World War.

Peter Macdougall
PRIVATE Peter Alexander Mac-
dougall, 2nd Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, was born 
at Ardincaple, Seil, on June 15, 
1892. Peter’s obituary in The Oban 
Times on December 2, 1916, relates: 
‘BALVICAR – KILLED IN AC-
TION – On the 13th, Mr and Mrs 
Macdougall, Ashburton, Balvicar, 
received the sad intelligence that 
their eldest son, Peter, Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, was killed 
in action on the 28th October. Of a 
most gentle, amiable disposition 
from early childhood, private Mac-
dougall was a universal favourite.

‘Had he been spared, there was 
every reason to believe that a suc-
cessful career in his profession lay 
before him. The heartfelt sympathy 
of the whole district goes out to the 
stricken parents, sister and brother.

‘A younger brother, James, also 
of the Argylls, and who has been 
wounded in one of the recent 
attacks, and is in hospital at Havre.

‘A Callander paper says: “Infor-

mation has been received that Pri-
vate Peter Macdougall, Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, was killed 
in action in France of 28th October. 
Pte. Macdougall, who was 24 years 
of age, came from Easdale in 1906 
and attended the McLaren High 
School until 1911, when he entered 
the Callander Branch of the Bank of 
Scotland”. 

‘After successfully completing his 
apprenticeship, he was appointed 
teller at the Killin branch of the 
bank, which position he held until 
he entered the Army in the early 
months of this year. Private Mac-
dougall was a great favourite at 
school and in business and athletic 
circles, and the news of his death has 
caused general regret in Callander. 
He was a prominent football player 
and a companion of the late Lieut. 
John Ferguson in the McLaren 
High School and Callander Thistle 
football teams.’ 

 Peter Macdougall is buried among 
the 3,137 graves at the Guards’ 
Cemetery, Lesboefs, France, where 
his headstone is inscribed ‘To Mem-
ory Ever Dear.’ 

Peter Macdougall was one of the 
soldiers who were re-interred from 
a map reference from the battle-
field. Some 1,644 of the burials are 
unidentified. His brother Donald 
Macdougall also died in the First 
World War and is named on the 
Kilbrandon war memorial. Peter 
was awarded British and Victory 
Medals.

 

Kenneth 
Livingston
PIONEER Kenneth Livingston, 
51st Coy Highland Divisional Sig-
nals Royal Engineers, was born on 

July 12, 1892, in Lorn Combination 
Poor House, Oban, a twin with 
sister Isabella, to mother Isabella 
Livingston, who had six children, 
but did not marry. 

Kenneth had enlisted in the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
Territorial Force at Easdale in 
1909 when he was 16, and then was 
transferred in April 1915 to the 
51st Highland Division Signal Coy 
Royal Engineers. He was registered 
Sapper Telegraphist Field Line in 
December 1915.

He was killed in action on July 22, 
1916, at High Wood, Somme, aged 
24. The 51st Division attack at High 
Wood came under heavy machine 
gun fire, and they were forced to 
withdraw with 450 casualties. 

He is also commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial as he has no 
known grave. Kenneth was awarded 
the Victory, British and Star Medals. 
His next of kin was given as Gilbert 
May, Oban, Seil, Easdale, a farmer 
with whom he had been living.

Kenneth’s obituary in The Oban 
Times on September 2, 1916, carried 
the following poems:

In Memoriam
LIVINGSTONE – Killed in action 
in France on 22 July.

 
You are lying in a foreign land,
In a grave we shall never see;
But as long as life and memory be,
Kenneth, we’ll remember thee.
– Inserted by his sorrowing Sisters 

and Brothers
 
He was brave, loving, kind and true,
He faced the shot and shell;
Although his grave I cannot see,
He like a soldier fell.
– Inserted by Mrs Allan 

Livingstone

THE BATTLE of the Somme 
was one of the defining events of 
the First World War, writes Helen 
Glennie.

It took place between July 1 and 
November 18, 1916, on both sides 
of the River Somme in France. It 
was one of the largest battles in the 
First World War in which more than 
1,000,000 were wounded or killed.

There were huge losses of men 
on the day – July 1, 1916 – but the 
Somme offensive continued for a 
total of 141 days. Men from every 
part of Britain and across the Com-
monwealth took part.

Some 150,000 Commonwealth 
servicemen lie buried in 250 mili-
tary and 150 civilian cemeteries on 
the Somme and six memorials to the 
missing, built and cared for by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission, commemorate by name 
more than 100,000 whose graves 
are not known – a lasting reminder 
of the human cost of the fighting 
in this region throughout the First 
World War.

The Battle of the Somme left a 
deep mark on millions of families 
across the Commonwealth, in-
cluding seven men from the small 
community of the Slate Islands. It 
is important that we never forget 
what happened on the battlefields, 
and always honour the memory and 
bravery of those who served and 
those who fell.

 Private Hugh Cameron, 9th Bat-
talion the Cameronians (Scottish 
Rifles).

 Lance Corporal Archibald 
Douglas, 1st/14th London Scottish.

 Corporal Archibald McDermid 
May, 10th Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders.

 Corporal Donald Livingston, 
5th Regiment (Quebec) Canadian 
Mounted Rifles.

 Private John Livingston, 
1st/14th London Scottish.

 Pioneer Kenneth Livingston, 
51st Coy Highland Divisional Sig-
nals Royal Engineers.

 Private Peter Alexander Mac-
dougall, 2nd Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders.

Donald Livingston
CORPORAL Donald Livingston, 
5th Regiment (Quebec) Canadian 
Mounted Rifles, was born on 
October 16, 1888, in Oban, to John 
Livingston and Ann McGilvray 
of Balvicar, Seil. He emigrated to 
Canada, where he became a riveter 
before enlisting in Vancouver on 
November 7, 1914.

Donald died, aged 33, on Septem-

Robert Campbell
KILNINVER-BORN Private Rob-
ert McKelvie Campbell, 1st Battalion 
Seaforth Highlanders, died from his 
wounds on April 14, 1916, aged 26, at 
the Battle of Bait Asia and Sannaiyat 
in the Persian Gulf.

Helen Glennie records: ‘The siege 
of Kut-al-Amara, Mesopotamia, 
lasted 147 days between December 
7, 1915, and April 29, 1916. There 
were several battles that took place 
to relieve Kut Garrison. One was the 
Battle of Bait Asia and Sannaiyat 
from April 7-22, the last before the 
Kut Garrison surrendered on April 

29, 1916. After the surrender, Kut 
Garrison troops were marched to 
captivity across the desert by the 
Turks. Dead and dying were left 
where they fell. Robert has no known 
grave and is commemorated on The 
Basra Memorial, Iraq.

‘The Basra Memorial commem-
orates more than 40,000 members 

of Commonwealth forces who died 
in operations in Mesopotamia from 
autumn 1914 to August 1921, and 
whose graves are not known.’

Thirty-nine soldiers from 
the Slate Islands who fell 
in the First World War 
are honoured on the Kil-

brandon war memorial on the Isle 
of Seil.

Exactly 100 years after the Great 
War began in 2014, retired architect 
Helen Glennie of Clachan Seil 
started investigating the personal 
stories behind each of the inscribed 
names. 

Her extensive research, forensic-
ally gathered over the past two 
years, filled an entire wall at 
the Scottish Slate Islands Heritage 
Trust exhibition in Seil Hall in Oc-
tober, exhibited beside replicas of 
the war memorial and a First World 
War trench.

‘I did not think it would take this 

long,’ Helen told The Oban Times. 
‘It all started pouring out. I wanted 
to find out about their lives, their 
regiments and how they died.’ 

Helen is now compiling their 
stories into a book to be sold at 
the trust’s Ellenabeich museum in 
the new year, titled The Lost Men of 
Kilbrandon.

Helen writes: ‘There are 39 men 
listed on the memorial at Balvicar as 
having died during the First World 
War – a high proportion for this 
small parish. Four sets of brothers 
were killed, along with four cousins 
and four husbands, and there were 
16 men with no known graves. Three 
men drowned in action with U-boat 
submarines, and some died at home 
after succumbing to the dreadful 
pneumonia pandemic of September 

1918 to April 1919. In all, there are 
18 different regiments represented 
and five different vessels. Virtually 
20 per cent of the islands’ young 
men were lost.’

This year marks the 100th anni-
versary of the Battle of the Somme, 
one of war’s bloodiest battles, when 
more than 1,000,000 men were 
killed or wounded, including seven 
from Kilbrandon parish. But 2016 
also marks the centenary of two 
more First World War battles – in 
Mesopotamia and the Ypres-Salient 
in Belgium – and three more losses 
from the Slate Islands.

Below, thanks to Helen’s research, 
we remember a few, as the country 
nears Armistice Day tomorrow 
(Friday November 11) and Remem-
brance Day on Sunday.

Remembering those who gave 
their lives that we might live

The model of the Sommes trench and Seil War Memorial.

FORTY-TWO-YEAR-OLD Eas-
dale-born labourer Private John 
Livingstone, of the 7th Battalion, 
British Columbia (Vancouver) 
Canadian Infantry, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force, was shot 
while on lookout duty on July 24 in 
trenches west of The Bluff, Ypres, 
where he is buried at the Chester 
Farm Cemetery. 

His headstone is a cross which 
also bears the inscription from his 
father Donald, a slate quarrier: 
‘Until the day break and the shad-
ows flee away.’

From The Oban Times published 
an obituary of John Livingstone 

on August 26, 1916.

The Oban Times published an 
obituary of Archibald MacDonald 

on July 16, 1916.

Ypres-Salient
John Livingstone

Ypres-Salient
Archie MacDonald

KILBRANDON war memorial lists 
another name killed at Ypres: Lance 
Corporal Archibald MacDonald, 
of the 43rd Battalion, (Manitoba) 
(79th Cameron Highlanders of Can-
ada) Canadian Expeditionary Force 
(Canadian Infantry).

Helen Glennie records: ‘Archie 
was born on February 8, 1886, 
at Tober onochy, Luing. With the 
bottom falling out of the slate in-
dustry, Archibald, like others, went 
to Canada in search of work, where 
he married Mary Brown, daughter 
of the baker in Ellenabeich, in 1911 
in Manitoba. They lived in Lipton 
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, and 
had a family of three children.

‘Between April and August 1916 
the Canadian corps defended the 
southern stretches of the Ypres 
Salient. Battles at St Eloi Craters, 
Hill 62, Mount Sorrel and Sanctuary 
Wood marked the first occasion in 
which Canadian divisions engaged 
in planned offensive operations 
during the First World War. In these 
actions the Canadians reconquered 
the vital high ground positions that 
denied the Germans a commanding 
view of the town of Ypres.

‘Archie Macdonald died on June 
11, 1916, at the Battle of Mount 
Sorrel, The third battle of Ypres, 
Belgium, where he is buried at Sanc-
tuary Wood Cemetery – the centre 
of the Battle of Mount Sorrel (June 
2-13, 1916) involving the 1st and 3rd 
Canadian Divisions.’

Battle of The Somme

The Battle of Mesopotamia

The Oban Times obituary of 
Donald Livingston on 

October 28, 1916.

The Oban Times published an 
obituary for Robert Campbell on 

June 3, 1916, right.
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First Floor Furnished 
FLAT TO LET

Oban Town Centre
Partial Sea View

3 double bedrooms 
and 1 single bedroom, 

one bathroom with 
toilet, one shower 
room with toilet, 
£600 pcm + bills.  
Available from 
December 9th.

07881 418565

TO LET - 
ALBANY APTS

 Modern fl at, 1st fl oor, 
2 bedrooms, private 

parking space.
 No DSS,Smokers 

or Pets. References 
required. 

£600 p.c.m. + bills.
Landlord Reg. No. 

280079/130/21351

Tel 01852 300445

TO LET

Properties for sale / to let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

 Winter 
maintenance 
that all landlords 

should consider...
Maintenance is a 

part of life for landlords 
and letting agents. However, in the 
winter months, there are more critical 
issues that you need to be aware of 
in order to make sure your rental 
properties are prepared to deal with 
the Scottish winters. Here, we take 
a look at just a few things landlords 
might want to do this month.
Frozen pipes
Frozen pipes are commonplace, and 
can result in high repair bills. Letting 
agents can warn tenants about the 
dangers of leaving their heating 
turned off, but one of the best tips 
for landlords is to act early and install 
insulation on pipes. These sleeves are 
inexpensive and simply slide onto 
pipes to protect them from the cold. 
Window insulation
One of the biggest complaints that 

tenants will have during the winter 
period is that the property is cold, and 
that it’s costing them large amounts 
for their heating bills. The best way 
to tackle this is to minimise draughts 
in the property with an application 
of draught strips on window frames. 
These sticky strips can be bought for 
just a few pounds in most hardware 
stores, and they are easily fitted along 
the edge of windows. 
Heating maintenance
All boilers will need to be maintained 
and repaired at some time in their 
lifespan, and it can be a good idea to 
have this carried out before winter 
really sets in. 
Contact the experts at West Property 
for more helpful information and 
assistance on rental property 
maintenance for the winter or any time 
of year.  

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Ardconnel Villa, Oban

OIRO £185,000

•     Spacious Ground Floor Apartment
•     3 bedrooms & 1 study
•     1 bathroom & 1 additional WC
•     Popular Residential Area
•     Communal Garden & Private Area
•     EPC Rating D-64

3 Ardconnel Villa - A deceptively spacious three bedroom ground floor 
apartment, one of four apartments within a traditional stone villa, 
located in a popular residential area close to Oban’s many amenities 
and attractions. The apartment is accessed via a private external door, 
leading to a spacious porch featuring a colourful mosaic floor.

Struan Crescent, Tobermory

OIRO £155,000
2 Struan Crescent - A deceptively spacious 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow close to Tobermory town centre. Built 5 years ago, this low 
maintenance property boasts well proportioned rooms, driveway 
parking and generous gardens front and accommodation comprises 
porch area with large storage room, hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
family bathroom and 2 double bedrooms with built in storage.

•     Semi detached bungalow
•     2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
•     Modern property
•     Popular residential area
•     Large gardens with  
        driveway parking
•     EPC Rating - D-65

Tarbat House, Bunessan

OIRO £210,000
Tarbat House - a spacious 1 storey 4 bedroom detached 
house with far reaching views near the village of 
Bunessan. Built 12 years ago by the current owners, the 
property is currently run as a holiday let averaging 25 
weeks per year. 

•     Detached House
•     4 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
•     Far reaching views
•     Established Holiday Let
•     Low maintenance garden
•     EPC Rating - D-68

Stevenson Street, Oban

£600 PCM

•     3 bedroom � at
•     White goods supplied
•     Gas central heating
•     On street permit parking is available
•     Landlord registration   
          No.479886/130/03181
•     EPC C-74

Spacious 3 bedroom � at situated in Oban town center. 
This property comprises of 2 double bedrooms and 1 
single bedroom as well as a homely living room and 
brand new kitchen. The bathroom has both bath and 
shower facilities.The property is newly renovated and 
all furnished to a very high standard. AVAILABLE NOW

AVAILABLE FOR LET

Lorn Avenue, Oban

£425 PCM

•     1 Bed Unfurnished
•     Spacious and bright
•     Council Tax Band A
•     EPC Rating - D-56
•     Landlord Reg.
           No.212484/130/18490 

Cosy 1 bedroom unfurnished � rst � oor � at in Oban. 
This property is in a popular residential area and within 
walking distance of the town centre. It comprises 
of double bedroom, spacious lounge and modern 
shower WC room. The kitchen has lots of storage and 
a cooker installed. Double glazing and electric heating 
throughout. AVAILABLE NOW.

AVAILABLE FOR LET

Catalina Avenue, Oban

£600 PCM

•     2 Bedroom Semi Detatched
•     Small Private Garden
•     Parking facilities
•     New-build very economical
•     High standard of furnishings
•     Utilities (Electric heating)
•     EPC B- 82 0 

Modern 2 Double Bedroomed Semi-Detached in 
popular residential area. This property comprises of 
a spacious lounge, kitchen and WC downstairs and 
two double rooms plus bathroom upstairs. It will be 
available part furnished with larger furniture and white 
goods left. 

AVAILABLE FOR 12 MTHS

The Glebe, Kilmelford

£590 PCM

• Large 3 Bedroom Furnished Bungalow
• Utilities (Storage heating) 
      Council Tax (E) exclud
• Landlord registration
      476363/130/16231.
• EPC E-40
• AVAILABLE NOW!

Spacious 3 Bedroom Fully Furnished Bungalow in 
Kilmelford. This property is in a popular resedential 
area just 16 miles south of Oban. This property will be 
available for a winter let only. Downstairs it comprises 
of a large kitchen with separate dining room, a 
comfortable lounge, WC and double bedroom. 

AVAILABLE FOR 6 MTHS

Dervaig Road, Tobermory

Glencairn is a bright and spacious detached 
3 bedroom bungalow situated within its own 
private garden. The bungalow enjoys distant 
views towards the Sound of Mull and Morvern 
beyond.

£225,000

•     Spacious Detached Bungalow
•     3 Bedroom / 2 Bathroom
•     Large Private Garden
•     Completely Renovated
•     Partial sea views
•     EPC Rating - E- 48

NEW TO MARKET

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Ceol-Na-Mara, Craignure
w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

OIRO £270,000

• 4 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
• Spacious layout
• Large Garden

• Garage
• Stunning Panoramic Views
• EPC Rating - E54

•  Walking distance to ferry  
      terminal

Overview: The property comprises a porch, 
hall, large lounge, dining room, kitchen, utility 
room, family bathroom, four bedrooms and a 
shower room. Externally there is a large garden 
surrounding the house in all sides, greenhouse 
at the rear of the property, two sheds and a 
detached garage. This bungalow has well 
proportioned rooms throughout, the lounge 
is spacious and a large window enables you 
to enjoy views of Loch Linnhe and even Ben 
Nevis on a clear day. At the rear of the property 
behind the lounge is a well proportioned dining 
room and separate kitchen. The garden can 
be accessed through a back door from the 
adjacent utility room which is fi tted with built in storage. The family bathroom has both a bath 
and shower cubicle and is decorated in neutral colours. There is also a separate shower room 
located near the front of the property. All 4 bedrooms are of a reasonable size and those to the 
front enjoy stunning in unobstructed sea views. Heating is provided in the form of an oil fuelled 
fi re and by an oil-fi red boiler which sits behind the electric coal-effect fi re in the living room. 
There is double glazing throughout. Viewing is highly recommended.
Location: Ceol-Na-Mara’s elevated situation provides uninterrupted views of the Sound of 
Mull, Ardnamurchan and Loch Linnhe. The property is situated in a cluster of three bungalows, 
in an elevated and quiet position away from the main road but is within walking distance of 
Craignure Ferry terminal and the popular Isle of Mull Hotel. Close by is the main community 
hospital, garage, church and Isle of Mull Hotel which has a swimming pool and Spa complex. 
There is also a local Primary School in Lochdon.

3 BATTERY TERRACE, OBAN
£600.00 PCM    EPC D66
Fully furnished, 2-bedroom apartment 
Landlord Registration Number: 
477038/130/26001

3 LOCHANDHU, TAYNUILT
£500.00 PCM   EPC F31
Un-furnished, 2-bedroom cottage
Landlord Registration Number: 
60031/130/01240

1 BURNBANK TERRACE, OBAN
£600.00 PCM    EPC F31
Fully furnished, 2-bedroom apartment 
Landlord Registration Number: 
60031/130/01240

1E DRIMVARGIE TERRACE, 
OBAN
£475.00 PCM    EPC F30
Fully furnished, 1-bedroom apartment 
Landlord Registration Number: 
43835/130/15381

ETIVE APARTMENT, LONAN HOUSE, 
TAYNUILT, 
£400 PCM    EPC F34
Part furnished apartment, 1 bedroom
Landlord Registration Number: 
53381/130/28250

2 THE SQUARE, DUNSTAFFNAGE, 
CONNEL
£600.00 PCM    EPC G16
Un-furnished, 3-bedroom house
Landlord Registration Number: 
00264/130/08140

Let Properties

NAEA o� ers advice for sellers 
putting their property on the 
market in winter
DURING the winter, the housing market is 
renowned for being slower, with many people 
holding off on selling their property until the 
spring. However, by incorporating a few simple 
tips, sellers can make their properties look and 
feel more attractive, increasing the chance of 
receiving an offer during the  winter, says the 
National Association of Estate Agents (NAEA).
Martyn Baum, president of National Association 
of Estate Agents, said: ‘Traditionally, properties 
are harder to sell during the winter. It’s dark and 
cold, and while homes don’t look as attractive, 
we’re less inclined to be proactive and search for 
a property – and this can leave sellers feeling in a 
stalemate position, waiting for the spring to kick 
in. Your estate agent should be well equipped to 
adapt to selling  homes in these quieter periods 
but you can start by making changes as small as 
turning on a light or clearing out clutter.’
The NAEA’s top tips for those looking to sell their 
property during winter are as follows: 
First impressions count: 
The first seconds upon arriving at a property 
really impact the buyer’s decisions, so clear your 

front entrance of any winter weather damage. 
Winter can make the front garden and paths look 
dull and dirty, so ensuring these are clean and 
clear of leaves will improve the attractiveness of 
the property. 
Bright and beautiful:
Ensure your home is well lit. This means simply 
checking all the bulbs are working prior to a 
viewing and switching them on, including any 
outdoor lighting. You’ll know which lighting 
looks best in your home so work with this, 
especially when viewings run into the evening. 
During the day you can make the most of natural 
light by ensuring all blinds and curtains are fully 
open and clutter is moved out of the way.
Warm and friendly:
It’s important to make your house feel warm 
and homely. It will encourage potential buyers 
to stay longer  and  to  be  able  to  visualise  
themselves  living  in the  home.  Smell  is  also  
important  and  each  home smells different, so 
in order to not risk putting buyers off, freshen up 
your property. 
Open the windows prior to the viewing to let 
some fresh air circulate – unless it’s freezing – 
and display some freshly-cut flowers. 
The old cliché of fresh bread or roasting coffee 
really does work as well. It is also advisable to 
accentuate any features that are particularly 
important in the winter such as a fireplace, which 
can be a real selling point of a home.

How to make sure your 
home sells during the winter
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WITH winter fast approaching, motoring safety is to 
the fore. Road users should be fully prepared for the 
adverse weather of the Highlands, especially when 
planning long journeys over the festive period. 

The Highways Agency recommends checking a vehi-
cle before winter weather hits, including making sure 
the tread depth on tyres is safe, brakes work properly 
and the heating is fully functioning. Although the min-
imum tread depth on tyres required by law is 1.6mm, 
the AA recommends that motorists have no less than 
2mm, and preferably 3mm, for winter driving. 

Tyre pressures are also important. It is recommended 
that you check these at least once a week during the 
winter, ensuring that they reach the manufacturer’s 
recommended levels. These can be found in the vehi-
cle handbook or on a sticker on the inside the driver’s 
door.

Regularly check that a vehicle’s antifreeze levels are 
between the maximum and minimum. This will help 

avoid potential damage to the engine or radiators, 
which will be much more expensive to � x than the 
couple of pounds it would cost to buy antifreeze.

Keep an eye on oil levels with weekly checks. Low oil 
levels can cause signi� cant damage to an engine, as 
oil is basically the blood that passes through the car’s 
system. 

Bear in mind that most car manufacturers � ll modern 
vehicles with longer lasting antifreeze, which should 
not be mixed with traditional solutions. If unsure about 
what � uid to put into a vehicle, it is recommended 
that vehicle owners consult their local dealership or a 
quali� ed mechanic.

Flat batteries are one of the most common reasons 
for motorists to require breakdown assistance in the 
winter, making up about one-third of the total call-
outs. 

The additional use of heaters, lights and other electri-
cal components on the car all add to the strain placed 

on batteries during this period. Car batteries generally 
last no longer than � ve years, so if a battery is coming 
to the end of its life as winter approaches, it might be 
worthwhile changing it in order to avoid the inconven-
ience of a breakdown.

The Highways Agency also suggests that drivers put 
together a winter emergency kit for their car, with cru-
cial items such as warm clothing, a torch, de-icer, ice 
scrapers, shovel and boots. 

Check the latest tra�  c information and weather fore-
casts before setting out and be prepared to alter plans 
if weather conditions are particularly bad. 

It may be a case of leaving earlier or leaving a little 
later or simply planning the best places for rest stops 
along the way.

A winter service for vehicles is a must and should be 
done at least a week before any long journey. 

The better prepared a vehicle is, the smoother all the 
winter journeys. 
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TYRESAFE is reminding all drivers 
to ensure they’re keeping their 
road risks to a minimum by practis-
ing #SafeTyreChecks.

November is typically a cold 
and wet month of the year and 
coincides with the onset of chillier 
weather, a combination which 
places high demands on the only 
safety feature of a vehicle which is 
in touch with the roads – its tyres.

Most drivers are unaware that 
each tyre’s ‘footprint’ is about the 
same size as an adult’s palm and, 
with so much literally riding on 
them, it’s essential to check they 
are in optimal condition.

‘Drivers need to remember that 
brakes, steering and all advanced 
safety systems designed to help 
avoid accidents depend on the ve-
hicle having a sure footing on the 

road – in other words, their tyres 
need to be in good condition,’ 
said Stuart Jackson, chairman of 
TyreSafe. ‘As we’re now facing an 
increasing number of cold and wet 
days, to stay safe we need to be 
even more attentive to tyre main-
tenance. Air pressure, condition 
and tread depth must be checked 
regularly, especially if you’re 
planning a break using a car laden 
with your most prized possessions 
– your family.’

Many drivers are aware that rec-
ommended tyre pressures for a ve-
hicle vary to suit the weight of the 
load it is carrying, but far too many 
are complacent and don’t take the 
time to make this important adjust-
ment before they set off with their 
families. Typically, the unladen and 
laden pressures are on a plaque 

either inside the fuel filler flap or 
in the door, but they are sure to 
be found in the handbook. Incor-
rect pressures not only increase 
wear and decrease fuel efficiency 
but also make the tyre more vul-
nerable to sudden deflation.

A tyre’s tread depth is a particu-
larly important factor in cold and 
wet conditions as the more worn it 
becomes, the longer your car will 
take to stop. 

Checking is easy and takes just a 
few minutes using the 20p test as 
the outer band of a 20p piece is 
1.6mm, which is the minimum legal 
tread depth.

To check how close you are to 
that limit, place the 20p in the 
main grooves in the centre section 
of your tyre: if you can’t see the 
outer band above the tread, then 
check at two other points across 
the width and repeat at two more 
places further round the circumfer-
ence. If you can see the 20p’s outer 
band at any point or are unsure, 
you need to get the tyres checked 
by a professional as the tyre maybe 
illegal and dangerous. If you find 
something in the grooves, like a 
stone, remove it if you are able to 
do so.

While you’re checking the tread 
depth, you should also ensure 
the tyres are in good condition, 
looking out for cracks, lumps, 
bumps or embedded objects. Tyre 
manufacturers don’t produce tyres 
with bulges or screws in them, so if 
you see anything suspiciously out 
of the ordinary, get it checked by a 
professional.

TyreSafe recommends these 
checks are done at least once a 
month and before long journeys.

Keep road safe with the 
20 pence tyre check

Unit 1 & 2a Caol Ind Est, Fort William, PH33 7PH
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902 www.kmfcars.com

Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

STOCK LIST

Vauxhall repair and servicing centre

16/16     Vauxhall Combo D Van ......................................................................................... £7,995 +vat
1.3cc, Diesel, White, 120 miles, Remote Central Locking, CD/Radio, Front Fog Lights,
 Manufactures Warranty Until June 2019

15/65     Vauxhall Mokka SE Turbo S/S 4X4 ............................................................................. £14,595
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, White, 5,700 miles, Leather Interior, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear Electric 
Windows, Electric Wing Mirrors, 6 Speed Gear Box, Parking Sensors, Cruise Control, Heated Front Seats, 
Isofix, Automatic Lights, Front Fog Lights, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until September 2018

15/65     Vauxhall Corsa SRI Eco Flex ........................................................................................ £8,495
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Grey,10,800 miles, Digital Touch Screen Radio, Bluetooth, Aux Connection, Remote 
Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Air Con, Cruise Control, Isofix, Front Fog Lights, 1 Owner, 
£30 a Year Road Tax, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until September 2018

15/65     Vauxhall Corsa SRI Eco Flex ........................................................................................ £8,495
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, White,11,300 miles, Digital Touch Screen Radio, Bluetooth, Aux Connection, Remote 
Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Air Con, Cruise Control, Isofix, Front Fog Lights, 1 Owner,
 £30 a Year Road Tax, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until September 2018

15/15     Ford Transit Connect 200 ....................................................................................£9,695 + vat
1.6cc, Diesel, White, 28,300 miles, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, CD/Radio, Bluetooth, 
Roof Bars, Ply Line, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until April 2018

14/64     Suzuki Swift SZ – L ........................................................................................................£7,695
1.2cc, 3 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Black with White Roof, 14,600 miles, CD/Radio, Bluetooth, 
Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Air Con, Alloys, Front Fog Lights, Isofix, Multi Function, 
Steering Wheel, 1 Owner, £30 a Year Road Tax, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until Sept 2017.

13/13     Vauxhall Astra Elite ....................................................................................................... £8,495
1.6cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, Silver, 17,500 miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, Front & 
Rear Electric Windows, Cruise Control, Bluetooth, Parking Sensors, Isofix Attachment, Alloys, Front Fog Lights, 
1 Owner, Fully Serviced, 1 Years MOT.

12/62    Citroen Nemo 660 LX HDI .................................................................................. £4,795 no vat
1.3cc, Diesel, Blue, 41,300 miles, Remote Central Locking, CD/Radio, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Ply Line, 
Tow Bar, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 

11/11     Renault Kangoo Expression 16v ................................................................................... £5,495
1.6cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Grey, 18,100 miles, Remote Central Locking, CD/Radio, Electric Windows & Mirrors, 
Electric Folding Mirrors, Air Con, Cruise Control, Isofix, Front Fog Lights, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 

07/07     Mini Cooper ................................................................................................................... £4,995
1.6cc, Petrol, 3 Door, Silver, 54,000 miles, Remote Central Locking, CD/Radio, Electric Windows & Mirrors, 
6 Speed Gear Box, Front Fog Lights, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 

06/06    Ford Transit Vehicle Transporter .........................................................................£5,395 + vat
2.4cc. Diesel, White, 86,500 miles, Central Locking, CD/Radio, 6 Speed Gear Box, Full Alloy Back, 
Lightweight Fold Away Ramps, Wireless 1300lb Winch, Led Roof Lights & Beacon, Fully Serviced 1 Years Mot 

MECHANICAL 
SERVICES

USED CAR SALES
CAR RENTALS

VALETING

FULL TIME CAR VALET AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
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THE ALL NEW TOYOTA C-HR.
COMING SOON.

@HBurghToyota

/HelensburghToyotaHelensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street
Helensburgh G84 8BA
Tel: 01436 672779

Register your interest at helensburgh.toyota.co.uk/c-hr

The All New Toyota C-HR is designed for 
people who aspire to live life to the full 
and expect their car to keep up. 

‘With the Toyota C-HR, we are trying to 
introduce a new value into the C-crossover 
market. But we’re not trying to make an SUV 
that’s dynamic; rather, a dynamic vehicle with 
SUV-like properties,’ Kazuhiko Isawa, chief 
designer.

From cruising across town for a meeting in the 
city to aiding life’s passions when you venture 
further a� eld, the Toyota C-HR reacts to those 
who like to work hard and play hard – it keeps 
modern lives moving. 

Combining the dynamic nature of a hatchback 
with the comforts of a � ve-door SUV, the Toyota 
C-HR has been created to make you feel at one 
with the road, so you can enjoy every journey 
seamlessly. Made for drivers by drivers, the 
Toyota C-HR gives you the perfect excuse to just 
drive. 

First, C-HR has the hallmarks you would expect 
of a sports utility vehicle – powerful body, 
chunky sill line and large footprint – but above 
the shoulder line is a contrasting, coupe-like 
cabin. It is formed by slim A-pillars and a ‘� oating’ 
roof design that slopes con� dently backwards, 
ending in a sharply-angled rear window.

Inspired by highly crafted gemstones, the 
surface treatment of C-HR is deliberately multi-
faceted, the shapes and detailing creating a 
delicate balance of precision and sensuality that 
is designed to be attractive from any angle.

Diamond motifs echo throughout the cabin, 
from the door trims and seat stitching to the 
steering wheel buttons and climate control 
switches. Even the roof lining is detailed with 
diamond-shape graphics ‘scooped’ out of the 
material to create an added sense of depth.

At eight inches across, the C-HR’s multimedia 
screen is the largest of any � tted to a Toyota and 
is mounted high in the dashboard to be in your 
immediate line of sight.  C-HR is equipped with 

the longest headlight units in the market, and 
feature a bank of sequential LED turn signals.

At night, the Toyota C-HR logo is projected on 
the � oor every time you open the driver’s door.

The C-HR’s bi-tone roof appears to � oat 
separately from the main body, morphing into 
a large skeletal-frame rear spoiler. Disguised 
door handles help the car assume a coupe-like 
style. Ready to pounce, the 18in machined-face 
alloy wheels are designed to appear as if they 
are always in motion. The LED rear lamps carry 
a distinctive boomerang-shape light signature.

Kirsteen McGuire, sales manager at 
Helensburgh Toyota , said: ‘The forthcoming 
Toyota C-HR introduces distinctive styling that 
will bring dynamism and sensuality to the 
crossover market.  Pre-order now to be among 
one of the � rst to drive away in the all new 
Toyota C-HR.’

To sign up for more information about launch 
and test driving the all new Toyota C-HR, register 
your interest at www.helensburgh.toyota/c-hr.

Aspire to live life to the full, with the Toyota C-HR

How to demist your windscreen in 
double-quick time

DEMISTING your windscreen is a necessity before setting o� , as not doing so can 
impede your vision while driving which means you will be driving illegally.  The cause 
of your car windscreen misting up is isn’t directly because of the cold air but actually 
down to water vapour in the atmosphere that occurs when your body heats the air 
inside the cabin – as does your breath – increasing the amount of moisture it can hold.  
This means when it comes into contact with your windscreen, it cools and condenses, 
forming a ‘mist’. There are a few key things to remember when attempting to clear 
your windscreen that can help you clear it in double-quick time.

1. Use the heater (correctly)

Start the heater o�  cold, then slowly increase the temperature as the air dries 
out, rather than overloading the cabin with hot, ‘wet’ air.  Try to � nd a temperature 
and humidity that’s comfortable but doesn’t mist up the cabin. Make sure your 
heater’s blast is directed at the windscreen and the windows – the warmer air (even 
on cold the air will be warmer than the ice-cold windscreen) will dry the glass a 
little through evaporation and begin to heat up the glass to stop the water vapour 
condensing on it again. Of course, if you’re not in a rush and your frozen bones need 
warmth then use the hot air to warm both you and the windscreen. It may take a little 
longer to clear fully but you will at least be a little more comfortable – just don’t move 
o�  until all glass surfaces on your car are clear. It’s dangerous and illegal if visibility is 
impeded.

2. Use the air-con (if your car has it)

If your car has air-conditioning, make sure it is switched on. Use the air-con in 
conjunction with the heater. Hot air will dry the glass a little through evaporation, but 
the air will then cool down and condense on the glass once more, so make sure the 
air-con is on to keep the atmosphere inside dry. If your windscreen is iced over, then 
the heat is obviously more necessary. But in this instance you might want to scrape 
the outside of your windscreen clear � rst.

3. If you don’t have air-con or climate control, use your windows

If you don’t have a clever climate control system, driving along with the windows 
down could actually help clear the screen faster. Of course, you should never pull 
away with your vision impaired but if your windows start to mist up during driving this 
is a worthwhile tactic for those without air-con. This helps because the dry, rushing air 
from outside can help reduce the amount of water vapour inside the car, stopping the 
screen misting up.

4. Use your climate control system (if your car has it)

If you do have a clever climate control system, utilise it. There’ll most likely be a setting 
for demisting the windscreen, which will automatically adjust the ventilation system’s 
parameters to achieve the best results.

http://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/know-how

know-how
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TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
16 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x4 Grey, 2750 Miles ..........................£14,295
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........£12,500
16 Renault Megan DYN NAV 1.5 DCi, 5Dr Blue, 1,250 Miles ................£11,495
65 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi, 4x2 Black, 300 Miles ............................£12,995
65 Dacia Logan Laureate Prime 1.5 DCi, Blue, 10,850 Miles .......£9250
65/16 Dacia Sandero Laureate, DCi, 5Dr, Black, 2,200 Miles......£9,995
15 Ford Ka Zetec, 1.3, 3 Dr, 6,000 Miles Red .............................£6,200
64 Dacia Duster Access 1.6, 4WD, White, 8,500 Miles ...............£9,250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles .......£8,250

64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles ..................£7850
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ........£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles .......................£6,750
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles...............£9,450
13 Jaguar XF Luxury, 2.2 Diesel, Auto, Blue, 15,000 Miles  ......£19,500
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ......................................£7950
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles.......£7,450
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles .................................£3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ..........................£3750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey .....................................................£3,495
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ..............£4,250

COMMERCIALS
65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles ......£13,750+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles .....£7,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

07554 571 070

RENAULT MEGANE 5 7 RANGE 1.9 DCI
6 Speed Estate. 
4 Good tyres, new 
brakes/belts, CD, 
130,000 mls, Full 
Service History, 
Very Good 
Condition for year.

£950 
ono

 07541 788098

FIAT PUNTO

54 plate,
68,000 miles, 
10 months MoT

£550or 
nearest
cash o� er

The eff ectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing recently 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix.

They looked at more than 500 econometric models,
covering a fi ve-year period and, as the table here shows, 
they found that adding newspapers dramatically 
increases the eff ectiveness of other media.

In the automotive sector they reviewed companies that 
ranged from the big spending German goliaths of the 
industry to medium sized independent carmakers.

And they discovered that by adding newspaper advertising to 
their campaigns, they cranked up their eff ectiveness by over 70%.

Increased eff ectiveness using newspapers

2.8x
Retail Automotive

1.7x
Finance
5.7x

So, whatever the size your business or budget, 
get motoring into newspapers.

For the full story and more details: 
newsworks.org.uk/eff ectiveness

How to 
improve a car’s 

performance 
by 70%

Contact 07402720027

MINI ONE
VGC, Reg 05 
97,000 mls 
with split rim 
alloys.

£1950
Connel 07876680424

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.9 MATCH TDI

5d 103 BHP 
2008 (58 reg)
Serviced 
regularly

£3,200 
ono

01866822755 (evenings)

MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR (BLACK)

05 Plate, MOT 
Sept 2017
104,400 mls, fully 
undersealed. Plus 4
spare wheels with 
tyres � tted Hella 
spotlight.

£3,500 + VAT

Graeme on 07778 329922

2002 MAN LE 8.140

7.5 ton chassis 
cab,  520,000 
kilometres, 5 
speed manual 
gearbox.
For more info 
please call

01880820372

MAZDA TRIBUTE GSI 4WD 
(LIKE FORD MAVERICK)

with towbar. Petrol, 
manual, 87,300 mls. 
New brake pads 
and discs. FSH. 
Slight scrape on
LHS. MOT June 2017

£1100
Telephone 01972 500742

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF SE

Red in colour, 
54 plate, in very 
good condition.
Mot’d until August 
2017. One careful 
owner from new.

£1500 
ono

Tel 0792
018 6507

FORD GALAXY TITANIUM X

2011, Auto, 45K, 
MOT June 17, 
Sat Nav, reversing 
camera. Includes 
Thule roof box. 

£12,200

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing, repairs and bodywork repairs

Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

VW Polo 1.2S
10 – 5 door h/back  -  93,825 miles ..........................................£3,995
VW Polo 1.0S
15 – 5 door h/back  -  10,426 miles ..........................................£8,750
VW Polo Moda 1.2
10  -  5 door h/back  -  72,392 .................................................£4,895
VW Golf S
62 – 5 door h/back  -  25,339 miles .......................................... £7,350
VX Astra 1.7 SRI Diesel
12 – 5 door h/back  -  53,211 miles ..........................................£6,345
VX Astra 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  9,671 miles ............................................£8,495
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door estate  -  11,135 miles ...........................................£8,950
Skoda Octavia SE TDI
15 – 5 dr h/back  -11,441 miles  .............................................£13,995
Seat Mii
13 – 3 dr h/back – 17,841 miles ..................................................... £4,495
Citroen C1
12 – 5 dr h/back  -  39,392 miles ..............................................£3,250
Ford Transit 17 Seater Minibus Diesel
58  -  16 passenger seats + driver seat ...........................................£7,550
Mitsubishi TD Warrior 
52 – Double Cab with Canopy  -  112,973 miles .........................£2,995
Isuzu D-Max 
64  -  King Cab Pick-up  -  23,655 miles ................. £14,495 (inc. VAT)
BMW 5 Series (520 Diesel M Sport Auto)
09 – 5 door saloon  -  110,050 miles ......................................... £7,495

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Fish Farm Technician
Dawnfresh Seafoods, Taynuilt

hijobs.net/job/44804

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

Branch Manager - Jewson 
Fort William  Full time position

As a Branch Manager you will build strong relationships with staff and 
customers as you ensure sales and productivity targets are met and the 
highest standards of service are upheld.

Leading, training and developing your team while troubleshooting any 
problems that occur, you will be closely involved in everything from 
monitoring performance to co-ordinating promotional activity. An 
inspiring leader, communicator and team builder, you will also be able 
to interpret complex information and act decisively on it. But most of all, 
you will share our 100% dedication to delivering excellent customer care.

What are the benefits?

On top of a very rewarding career with a company that will always be 
committed to your development, you can look forward to a competitive 
salary, company bonus scheme, share scheme, company pension 
scheme, life assurance, staff discounts and various flexible benefits.

To apply please send CV and covering letter to 
craigj.mcpherson@jewson.co.uk

2 x Assistant Managers
1 based in Helensburgh 1 based in Oban

Salary £23,397 - £27,526 per annum   35 hours per week

We require two Assistant Managers to support our Property Managers in 
providing a repair and maintenance service to our tenant’s homes. These posts 
will be principally office based and will involve the day to day management 
and reporting on performance, procedures and revenue. Some elements of 
property inspection may be required. We are a customer service operation and 
a degree of flexibility in duties to provide this service is required. Training will 
be given to the right candidates. These posts are permanent. 

These posts will be subject to a basic Disclosure Scotland check.  

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 25th November 2016

For further information about these posts or for an informal chat please contact 
Phil Burn on 01546 605824.

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk 

If you are unable to access the website please contact;

Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

To apply visit our website

Modern Apprentice –
Creative and Digital Media (Temporary, Full-time)
£6,715.63 Lochgilphead Ref: CTI00274
Closing date: 23 November 2016.

Driver/Pupil Escort (Part-time, Term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765 pro rata Lochgilphead Ref: CTF01118
14.75 hours per week
Closing date: 25 November 2016.

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
Part Time Vacancy

Medical Receptionist 
Port Appin Surgery

We have a Vacancy for a Receptionist at the 
Surgery. The position is part-time, all day on 
Monday and Tuesday and holiday cover on 
other days, as required, throughout the year.  
The post entails general reception duties, 
typing, medication dispensing, computer 
work, answering telephone calls and general 
office duties.  Previous experience of Medical 
Reception work desirable, but not essential.

Please forward your CV to Linda 
MacGillivray Practice Manager, Port Appin 

Surgery, Port Appin, Oban. PA38 4DE 
or e-mail linda.macgillivray@nhs.net. 

Telephone no.01631 730271.

Marine Husbandry Staff Based in our Loch Nevis Operations

Scottish Sea Farms are innovators in the farming of superior quality 
Scottish salmon, reared with unrivalled husbandry in the West Coast and 
Highlands of Scotland, Orkney and Shetland.  Recently awarded Business 
of the Year 2016 in Scotland’s Food and Drink Excellence awards, we pride 
ourselves in providing a training and personal development plan designed 
to add to the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.  

We are currently recruiting for the following positions:

Senior Marine Husbandry Staff - with Critical Equipment Specialisation

A unique role designed to undertake planned preventative maintenance 
of site equipment including generators, vessel engines, outboards, small 
plant, net cleaners, feed systems, incinerators forklifts etc. Showing 
leadership in health & safety and working with site staff to keep critical 
equipment in optimal condition. Would be ideal for an aspiring engineer 
keen to become involved in Scotland’s highly suc-cessful aquaculture 
industry. Specialist training will be provided. Applicants to be dynamic, 
meticu-lous and excellent communicators.  

Experienced Marine Husbandry Staff

You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range 
of skills including fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, 
boat handling skills, feeding system and boat maintenance whilst being 
proactive in health and safety.  Above all you should have the drive and 
ambition to fur-ther your career through training and development.  A 
formal boat qualification would be desirable. 

Trainee Farmer

Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture industry.  We are looking for ambitious individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will 
provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through your first months of 
employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick start 
your fish farming career.

All positions are full time, working a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday 
with 1:3 weekend working required on a rota system. In return, we will 
offer an attractive salary dependent on experience along with pension 
scheme, life insurance cover, occupational health support, subsidised 
gym membership and cycle to work scheme.

To find out more, please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR 
Coordinator on 01786 445521 or email recruitment@scottishseafarms.
com for an application pack.  

Closing date: Monday 21st November 2016. A current driver’s licence is 
essential.

I would like to order 2017 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£11.95
including P&P

FROM £7.95
including P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2018 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95Scottish Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2017 The  ideal gift...

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW
Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

MATHESONS FURNISHINGS
SALESPERSON

 For our Oban showroom. Sales and 
administration of household furnishings 

and floorcoverings.
For an application form please contact;

 Mathesons Furnishings
Tweedmill, Soroba Road, Oban

Tel: 01631 565195
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Islay Crab Exports Ltd of Shellfish Factory, 
Glenegedale, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 
7AS is applying to change an existing licence 
as follows: to add an operating centre to keep 
10 goods vehicle and 6 trailers at Shellfish 
Factory, Glenegedale, Port Ellen, Isle of 
Islay, PA42 7AS. Owners and occupiers of 
land (including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF 1 COMMERCIAL 

MOORING, NORTH EILEAN 
CHATHASTAIL, ISLE OF EIGG

Notice is hereby given that Selkie Explorers has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of the installation of 1 
commercial mooring at:

 Location Latitude Longitude  
   Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 North Eilean  56° 52.698’ N 006° 07.472’ W
 Chathastail,
 Isle of Eigg

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Galmisdale Pier.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, 
quoting reference: 

MCMS No. 06156
Selkie Explorers

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number

16/04508/FUL

16/04746/FUL

16/04747/PIP

16/04759/FUL

Development  Address

Am Maol, Isle of Muck, 
Mallaig

Signal Rock Cottage, Torren
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Carinbrook, Banavie, Fort 
William

Land 200M SE of Tigh Na 
Drochaid, Ardgour

Proposal Description

Change the top-net support 
structures 

Erection of extension to form self 
contained unit

Erection of house

Installation of access road

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Caroline Sinclair has 
registered their croft 1 & 
2 Ardconnel, Kilmore and 
Kilbride on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 23rd 
February 2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration 
number is C2728.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Neil Black has registered 
their croft 4 Achosragan, 
Lismore and Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 29th March 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
C2844.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS 

Mr G Napier
4 Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
0.093 ha – provide a site 
for a dwelling house
69624

Written comments 
from any member of 
the crofting community 
within the locality of the 
croft may be sent to the 
Crofting Commission by 9 
December 2016 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crof t ing.scotland.
gov.uk

CROFTING 
ROADSHOWS 2016

The Crofting Commission along with Registers 
of Scotland, Scottish Crofting Federation, 
SAC Consultancy and NFUS will be holding 
meetings on the upcoming crofting elections 
and key crofting issues in: 

FALLS OF LORA HOTEL, CONNEL – 16 
NOVEMBER  7.30 – 9pm

NEWTONMORE COMMUNITY HALL, 
NEWTONMORE – 17 NOVEMBER 7.30 – 9pm 

www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02828/PP Erection of 6 flats Beachview Benderloch Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1QP 

Sub Post Office Connel

16/02786/LIB Installation of 2 no replacement rear 
windows of the same style and finish

Kilmeny House Ballygrant 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA45 7QW 

Sub Post Office Port Askaig

16/02772/PP Erection of timber hut and separate 
composting toilet for use as recreational 
accommodation and formation of vehicular
access

Land South West Of Lower 
Kinachreachan Dalmally Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office Dalmally

16/02827/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation
of septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South Of Valley View 
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port Ellen

16/02782/PP Alterations and erection of extension Glenforsa Hotel Glenforsa 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA72 6JW 

Sub Post Office Aros Isle 
of Mull

16/02774/PPP Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses Land South Of Bankhead 
McCaig Road Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4JX 

Oban Area Office

16/02870/PP Demolition of extension and erection of 
replacement extension

14 Charlotte Street Port Ellen 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA42 7DF 

Sub Post Office Port Ellen

16/02835/PP Proposed oil depot, comprising the erection 
of 2 portable buildings, installation of 4 oil 
storage tanks, 3 arm skid and septic tank 
and erection of metal fence enclosure

Yard Oban Airport Ledaig Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1SW

Sub Post Office Connel

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
(QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION ROAD AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 
ROAD, OBAN) (SPECIAL EVENT)(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)
ORDER 2016
On Monday 7th November 2016, Argyll and Bute Council in exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 16(A) of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended, with the consent of the Scottish Ministers under Section 16B (6) of the 
said Act, made the above named Order, the effect of which will be that for a temporary period it will be unlawful for any 
person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through the 
entire lengths of Queens Park Place, Station Road and Railway Station Access Road, Oban in order to permit the switching 
on of the Christmas lights on or near those roads. 
The Order, which is necessary to facilitate the holding of the event, shall have effect when indicated by signs between
1400 hours and 1830 hours on Saturday 19th November 2016.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

NATIONAL FOREST ESTATE – 
COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER
Forest Enterprise Scotland wishes to notify Community 
and Environmental groups that it is proposing sale of 
the following property:

Type of Property:  Land 
Name:  Glen Loy
Area:  Approx.0.5 ha. 
Grid ref.:  NN 148 821 
Location:  Near Torlundy, Fort William

Enquiries to Forest Enterprise Scotland at – 
ronnie.lee@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Full details are being sent to the relevant Community 
Council and Non Government Organisations. 

www.forestry.gov.uk

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (ARROCHAR) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON 
USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2016
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffi c 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffi c on that length 
of the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road from 
its junction with Station Road, Tarbet westwards to a point about 
300 metres or thereby west of its junction with Church Road, Arrochar, 
a distance of 1.1 kilometres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the Arrochar Remembrance 
Service 2016 and to enable members of the public to participate in this 
event, will be in operation from the 13th November 2016 until the 
14th November 2016 and will only have effect in relation to such part 
or parts of the length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffi c 
signs. The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in connection 
with the placing of the required signage or vehicles being used in an 
emergency for fi re service, coastguard, ambulance or police purposes 
or to acts done with the permission or upon the direction of a police 
constable in uniform.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
The alternative routes for traffi c during the prohibition will be signposted 
should they be required. Detailed descriptions can also be obtained at 
BEAR Scotland Limited, BEAR House, Inveralmond Road, Inveralmond 
Industrial Estate, Perth, PH1 3TW.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at: http://www.transport.gov.scot/road/road-and-
traffi c-orders/north-west-traffi c-orders
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk roads visit 
www.traffi cscotland.org.uk
JJ MORAN 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (ARDRISHAIG) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 
ON USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2016
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffi c 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffi c on that length 
of the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road from 
its junction with Brae Road, Ardrishaig generally northeastwards in 
Tarbert Road and northwards in Chalmers Street to its junction with 
East Bank Road, Ardrishaig, a distance of 380 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the Ardrishaig Remembrance 
Service 2016 and to enable members of the public to participate in this 
event, will be in operation from 13th November 2016 until 14th November 
2016 and will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the 
length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffi c signs. The Order 
does not apply to vehicles while being used in connection with the 
placing of the required signage or vehicles being used in an emergency 
for fi re service, coastguard, ambulance or police purposes or to acts 
done with the permission or upon the direction of a police constable 
in uniform.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
The alternative routes for traffi c during the prohibition will be signposted 
should they be required. Detailed descriptions can also be obtained at 
BEAR Scotland Limited, BEAR House, Inveralmond Road, Inveralmond 
Industrial Estate, Perth, PH1 3TW.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at: http://www.transport.gov.scot/road/road-and-
traffi c-orders/north-west-traffi c-orders
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk roads 
visit www.traffi cscotland.org.uk
S R LEES 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
SLIPWAY CONSTRUCTION, 

OBAN COMMUNITY SLIPWAY, 
DUNGALLAN PARK, OBAN

Notice is hereby given that Oban Sailing Club has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of slipway construction at:

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Oban Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AL.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, 
quoting reference: 

06165

Oban Sailing Club

Cost

Location

Oban Community 
Slipway, 

Dungallan Park, 
Oban

£120,000

 Latitude Longitude
 Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 56° 24.676’ N 005° 29.088’ W
 56° 24.674’ N 005° 29.088’ W
 56° 24.677’ N 005° 29.114’ W
 56° 24.679’ N 005° 29.113’ W
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

WINDOW BLINDS
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SKIP HIRE

TRADE SUPPLIES

HEATING ENGINER COLLECTION & ASSEMBLY

ROOFING CONTRACTORS AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHINGS

PERSONALS

On the 15th you don’t 
look a day over 50 
Lots of love from 

Ian, Aidan, Shannon, 
Allan , Debbie, Mis’e 

and Molly  xx

Happy Birthday 
Jackie McCuish

Woman Seeking Man
I am an attractive, slim, blue eyed, blonde 
haired lady in my early 60s. I have many 

interests and would like 
to meet a genuine, 

respectable gentleman, 
aged 60-69, possibly 

for a long lasting 
relationship.

Please call:01866 833 338

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 8th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special fes-
tive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Thursday 8th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

CUDDLY KITTENS

Two months old, looking 
for a cosy home, female, 

for free, able to be 
picked up at the end of 

November
01583 421434

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BESWICK China Eagle 
Whisky flask (sealed) 
excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 01246 456063.
WADE large nursery rhyme 
model Little Tommy Tucker 
boxed,  £24 Telephone 
01246 456063.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

APPLE IPOD 2GB brand 
new Apple iPod Shuffle 
2Gb with new earbuds,  
£30 Telephone 07810 
450419.

 BABY EQUIPMENT

COT with mattress,  £30 
Telephone 01546 602132.
PUSHCHAIR lightweight,  
£15 Telephone 01546 
602132.
WOODEN HIGH CHAIR 
,  £20 Telephone 01546 
602132.

 BICYCLES

LITTLE TIKES, TODDLER 
TRICYCLE Lilac/pink on 
white. With front plaque 
and rear bucket.  Parent’s 
handle.  Good condition.  
OBAN,  £15 Telephone 
07795 180964.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DYSON Dyson  DC28CE 
only a few months old 
no longer required. Cost 
£220 will accept £150 still 
under guarantee,  £150 
Telephone 07967 907051.
KENWOOD CHEF FOOD 
MIXER with whisk attach-
ment and dough hook.  
High and low speed outlets 
to fit additional attach-
ments, £45. Kenwood at-
tachments, mincer, blender 
and juice extractor, £19.99.  
£55 for both or can sell 
separately.  Telephone 
01631 565142.

 DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREARMS
.22 CZ RIFLE with scope 
and moderator. FAC holders 
only,  £99 Telephone 07464 
240567².
BERETTA 682 GOLD E EX 
DEMO GUN ex demo gun 
£2200, Fabarm semi-auto 
Eurolyon, vgc £500, Ruger 
MK1 22-250 T8 sound mod 
£450, FAC required.  Tele-
phone 07990 886646².
STYER MANNLICHER 
270 with Swarovski 6 X 42 
scope plus Harris bipod. 
FAC holders only,  Best offer 
over £600 Telephone 07464 
240567².

 FURNITURE
BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY 
small bedside chest of three 
drawers, 23”wide,  £45 Tele-
phone 01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.
BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY 
large dressing mirror, per-
fect,  £30 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY  
chest of drawers 45” wide,  
£80 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY 
tall boy chest of drawers, 
immaculate, 38” wide,  £80 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.
BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY 
WARDROBE attractive de-
sign, in excellent condition, 
3’4”,  £100 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
BROWN LEATHER three 
seater sofa and two chairs, 

one of which reclines.  Mid 
Argyll area.  Buyer collects,  
£400 Telephone 07786 112126.
DOUBLE BED good and 
clean,  £35 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
KING SIZE BED in good 
order,  £45 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
LIGHT WOOD dinner table, 
as new,  £20 Telephone 
01631 564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
NEXT DINING ROOM 
CHAIRS  x 4  in soft brown 
leather with dark wooden 
legs,  £99 Telephone 01631 
358058.
NEXT DINING ROOM TABLE  
dark wood dining room table. 
Rectangular shape seats 4/6  
VGC matches chairs above/
below,  £99 Telephone 01631 
358058.
SINGLE BED with plenty of 
sleep in it, suit teenager,  £25 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.
STAG WARDROBE 4ft wide, 
excellent condition,  £50 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.
TWO CINTIQUE LOUVRE 
chairs,  £40 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce Hours.
WOOD FRAMED blue 
patterned 3 piece suite,  £9 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.

 GARDEN

TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX STORAGE HEAT-
ER ,  £40 Telephone 07917 
167477.

 HIGHLAND DRESS

ARGYLL KILT JACKET bottle 
green, Argyll pattern kilt 
jacket, with genuine staghorn 
buttons. New condition. 
Chest 40”, long fi tting,  £50 
Telephone 07810 450419.

ATHOLL STEWART KILT 
professionally made, medi-
um weight, Ancient Stewart 
of Atholl tartan kilt. Fair con-
dition. Waist 32”-34”. Drop 
26”,  £40 Telephone 07810 
450419.
HUNTING STEWART KILT 
professionally made, medi-
um weight, muted Hunting 
Stewart tartan kilt. Excellent 
condition. Waist 32”-34”. 
Drop 26 ½ “,  £50 Telephone 
07810 450419.
RHINO ROOF RACK three 
bar Rhino Roof Rack with 
stainless steel roller for 
Citroen Dispatch, Fiat Scudo 
or Peugeot Expert van,  £60 
Telephone 07810 450419.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

HAND KNITTED Harris wool 
socks, £5 per pair inc postage.  
Mrs MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle 
of Lewis, HS29DU
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME OFFICE
CREAM LEATHER office 
chair,  £30 Telephone 
01631 564848 Call Office 
Hours.
EXCUTIVE OFFICE DESK  
excellent condition, L150x-
W75xH72cm. 3drawers 
right, left 1 drawer + filing 
drawer. Call evening,  £70 
Telephone 01852 300154.
KNEEHOLE DESK dark 
wood with 3 drawers, as 
new,  £35 Telephone 01631 
564848 Call Office Hours.
SMALL DESK small 
computer desk, L 82cm, H 
80cm, W 58cm, excellent 
condition. Call evening,  
£35 Telephone 01852 
300154.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS CALENDARS, 

featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offices or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE UNDER £250
LIFEJACKET Adult Seago 
Classic 1802, medium, brand 
new, unused, still in packet,  
£50 Telephone 01852 300495.
SAILING MAC yellow, medi-
um, unused,  £15 Telephone 
01852 300495.

 MISCELLANEOUS
GLEN STRATHFARRAR deer 
saddle.  Telephone 01687 562188.

 PET ACCESSORIES
FLUVAL ROMA 200 Aquar-
ium and cabinet plus many 
extras,  £150 Telephone 
07444 834548.
RABBIT FOOD 15kg 
Chudleys Rabbit Royale, 
dated 17/3/17,  £10 Telephone 
01880 770219.

 POULTRY
TWO PEA CHICKENS July 
hatched,  £20 each Tele-
phone 07919 071747.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

RAFFLE TICKETS For your 
prize draw, numbered and 
perforated to your require-
ments.  From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
ELC WOODEN DOUBLE 
SIDED EASEL great condition.  

Pink, includes Chalkboard on 
one side, wipe clean magnetic 
board on the other, paper 
and paint pots.  OBAN,  £15 
Telephone 07795 180964.

 WANTED
DOLL’S HOUSE wanted old 
doll’s house with furniture if 
possible.  Telephone 01631 
566284².
JIB FURLING GEAR wanted 
secondhand light-duty jib 
furling gear suitable for sail 
12M2.  Plastima 406 or similar.  
Please contact James Knight.  
Telephone 01680 812167².

OLD SEADOG NEEDED with 
good knowledge of 40ft wood-
en sailing sloops, to advise 
and help with maintenance, 
think you fi t the bill. Costs reim-
bursed. Please write to Box No 
6728 The Oban Times, Oban 
PA34 4HB. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
Ellie Forbes
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
Katie Carabine
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

LOSS happens to everyone at some time.  
Most people expect this to happen later 
on in life, perhaps to an elderly relative, 
and loved ones have an idea that they 
are going to be faced with loss. But even 
though they know a loved one is dying, 
when it happens it comes as a great shock, 
and they are overwhelmed by unexpected 
feelings. And sometimes the loss of a 
loved one is sudden and unexpected.

Research has shown that in order to 
grieve in a healthy way, those su� ering 
bereavement need to spend time grieving 
for the person and somehow continue to 
live and to function. If a person spends 
all of his time grieving and not engaging 
with life, or all his time pushing the 
grief away, he may have trouble moving 
forward and  recovering.

Experts give several tips for those 
undergoing the bereavement process.

Talking to close family and friends, 
especially those who understand, can 
help feelings of loneliness by recounting 
memories and sharing stories that 
summed up the character of the person 

no longer with them. Such discussions 
remind everyone why the person was so 
loved in the � rst place.

In a similar vein, some may consider 
making a tribute of some kind to help pay 
their respects in a symbolic way. Finding 
ways to continue the bond with the 
deceased person can help ease grief, such 
as engaging in activities they used to do, or 
participating in an event they would have 
liked, for example, a charity walk. 

Going back to work too soon can hamper 
the bereavement process, although some 
people � nd it helpful to keep busy - as long 
as they don’t push their feelings away and 
keep them bottled up. 

� e funeral can be one of the most 
important parts of the grieving process. 
� e funeral o� ers a chance to say goodbye 
while sharing memories, experiences and 
anecdotes with friends and family - a true 
celebration of a person important to so 
many. Funeral directors will take care of 
the practical arrangements and guide the 
bereaved through the selection of � owers, 
music and order of events. It is di�  cult 

to make decisions under the weight of 
grief, and funeral home sta�  are skilled at 
assisting during this di�  cult time. 

Grief counselling can help make the 
bereavement process a bit easier.  

Sometimes it is helpful to talk to 
someone outside the circle family and 
friends. A counsellor can help make 
sense of and help to normalise feelings. 
In addition, bereavement groups can help 
one through the process by providing 
an outlet to talk about di�  cult feelings, 
while acting as a social hub for those who 
have something in common.

Coping with bereavement

Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 5NZ
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DEATHS

BERGANT - Suddenly at her 
home, 29 Balliemore, Kilmichael 
Glassary, Lochgilphead, on 
October 27, 2016, Sophie 
Bergant, née McKellar, aged 
60 years, beloved wife of 
Billy, much loved and loving 
mum of Catherine and the 
late William, adored gran to 
Sapphira, William and all the 
family, dear sister of Bobby, 
Tom, Angus, Kenny and the late 
Lachlan and a much respected 
sister-in-law, aunt and cousin to 
all the family. Funeral service 
will be held in St Margaret’s 
Church, Lochgilphead, on Friday, 
November 11, 2016 at 12.00 
noon, thereafter to Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Family flowers only 
please. Donations if desired, 
to Lochgilphead and Tarbert 
Ambulance Service Comfort Fund.
DUFF - Peacefully, in Ward 
B, Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, after a long valiant fi ght, 
on November 7, 2016, aged 64 
years, Caroline, (née Purse), 
beloved wife of Ian, sister of 
Catherine and much loved mum 
of the late Stuart. Funeral will 
take place at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban, on Monday, November 
14, 2016 at 1.00 p.m. Thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only. Retiral collection/
donations if desired, for the 
Macmillan Suite at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban and Marie Curie.
HARDWIDGE – Bob, of 
Tigh na Sorachan, Pennyghael, 
peacefully at Mull and 
Iona Community Hospital, 
Craignure on October 27, 2016, 
aged 97. Widower of Joy and 
much loved brother, father, 
father-in-law, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, uncle and 
friend. Funeral will take place 
at Bunessan Baptist Church 
on Friday November 11, at 
12 noon. Family fl owers only 
please. Retiring collection/
donations to Frontier Youth 
Trust–– one of the charities Bob 
supported for many years.

McALLISTER - Captain 
James (Tynemouth, formerly 
Hamilton). Passed away 
peacefully at home on November 
1, 2016, aged 82 years. Beloved 
husband of Williamina, much 
loved dad of Mary, Eileen and 
James, a loving father-in-law, 
devoted grandpa and great-
grandpa. James will be greatly 
missed by all his family and 
friends. Please meet for service 
at St. Mary’s R.C Church, Fort 
William on Friday November 11 
at 10.15am. Interment to follow at 
Glen Nevis Cemetery, Fort William.
McINTYRE - Peacefully at 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch, on November 6, 
2016, in her 87th year, Sheila 
McIntyre, dear sister of the late 
Hamish, much loved aunt to 
Julia, grand aunt to Ross and 
friend to many. Funeral will take 
place from Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban on 
Friday November 18 at 1.00 
pm, thereafter to Pennyfuir.
PAUL - May of Douglas Lea, 
North Connel passed away 
peacefully at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on Saturday October 
29, 2016 in her 91st year.  Much 
loved wife of John, mother to 
Charles and Iain, grandmother to 
Emma and Chris and sister to Jean, 
also a friend to many. Funeral 
service to be held on November 
14 at 1pm in St Modan’s 
Church, Benderloch. Family 
fl owers only please.
STURROCK - Bill, peacefully 
at home with his wife Ellen 
beside him, on November 2, 
2016, aged 89 years, much 
loved dad to Andrew, David, 
Fiona and Wendy. Son of the 
late Darcy and Percy Sturrock 
of Newport on Tay. Husband, 
father, brother, uncle, granddad 
and great-granddad to his 
extended family. He will be 
greatly missed. Funeral service 
on Thursday November 10 
at 12.15 p.m. at Cardross 
Crematorium, with buffet 
reception to follow at The 
Coach House Inn. All are 
welcome. Family fl owers only 

please. If desired, donations 
can be made to The Merchant 
Navy Fund and Alzheimer’s 
Scotland. There will be a local 
memorial service at St. Modan’s 
Church, Benderloch, on Friday 
November 11 2016 at 1.00 p.m.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BLACK - Jim, husband of the 
late Kirsty Black would like 
to thank all family and friends 
for their kindness and support 
during this time of sorrow. 
Heartfelt thanks to doctors 
and staff of Ward I at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital for the 
exemplary care Kirsty received 
in her fi nal weeks and also her 
many wonderful carers over 
the past eleven years, without 
whom Kirsty would not have 
been able to stay in her own 
home. Special thanks to Provost 
Nicki McNelly for her spiritual 
care and for the moving service 
at the Cathedral, also thank 
you to the organist and choir 
for their input. Many thanks to 
Moreen at the Flower basket 
for the beautiful fl owers, also 
to the Rowan Tree Hotel for 
the excellent purvey. Particular 
thanks to Catriona and the 
staff of Hamish Hoey Funeral 
Directors for their professional 
manner and assistance. The 
retiral collection in aid of 
Multiple Sclerosis Scotland 
and Alzheimer Scotland raised 
£341.19.
FREW - The family of the late 
George would like to thank all 
family, friends and neighbours 
for comforting visits, phone 
calls, cards and baking. Thanks 
also to the staff of ward B, Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, who cared 
for George in his last few days, 
especially nurse Fiona and Dr 
Isabella.  Heartfelt thanks to Dr 
Abraham and Taynuilt GP’s, 
District and Macmillan Nurses 
for loving care and attention to 
George at home throughout his 
long illness. Grateful thanks 
to Catriona MacFarlane of 
Hamish Hoey and Son Funeral 
Directors.  Sincere gratitude 

to Duncan MacDonald for 
comforting words and fi tting 
tributes at Muckairn Church 
and Kilmallie Cemetery, also to 
Alison for beautiful music and 
the Moorings Hotel, Corpach 
for the lovely purvey.  Finally, 
thanks to all who attended the 
funeral and contributed to the 
collection for the Macmillan 
Day Unit, Oban for which 
£211.65 was raised.
McLACHLAN – The family 
of the late Mary McLachlan 
wish to thank most sincerely 
all friends and relatives for 
the many expressions of love, 
sympathy and support received 
at this time. Heartfelt thanks to 
Rev Dugald Cameron for his 
support and for a most uplifting 
service to celebrate Mary’s life. 
To all who contributed beautiful 
words and music to the service 
and interment - and all who 
attended - we offer our deep 
appreciation. Mary received 
much dedicated support in her 
own home and North Argyll 
House, and we thank everyone 
sincerely who cared for her.  
Many thanks to all at D & A 
Munn for their helpfulness and 
sensitivity, The Flower Basket, 
Argyllshire Gathering, and all 
who contributed to the retiral 
collection which raised £650 for 
RNLI Oban and North Argyll 
House. 
ROSS - The family of the late 
Ian (Tubby) Ross, would like 
to thank everyone who sent 
messages of sympathy and 
paid their respects at the funeral 
service and graveside. Thank 
you to the Dr Rev Iain Barclay 
for his comforting service, 
to Duncan Gunn for effi cient 
funeral arrangements, Catriona 
MacKenzie for playing Tubby’s 
favourite tunes, Gavin Davidson 
for piping at the graveside and 
the Port Appin and Appin ladies 
for the refreshments after the 
service. Thank you to all who 
contributed so generously to 
the retiring collection, £920 has 
been donated to the Port Appin 
Lunch Club.

SMITH - The family of the 
late George Smith would like to 
thank all the relatives, friends, 
neighbours and the community 
for all their kind messages of 
sympathy and support in our 
recent sad loss of Geordie and 
for all who attended the funeral 
from near and far to pay their last 
respects. Heartfelt thanks to Rev 
Bill Hogg for his attendance and 
for the comforting and personal 
service which touched us all, to 
Ian MacInnes and the staff at 
D&A Munn for their comfort, 
help and effi ciency throughout 
the past weeks. Many thanks 
also to Alisdair MacDonald, 
accordion and Ian MacIntyre, 
piper for their excellent music. 
Grateful thanks to the Inveraray 
and Oban ambulance services, 
Doctors, nurses and staff from 
Dalmally and Taynuilt medical 
practice and Lorn and Islands 
Hospital for their professional 
care of Geordie over the years. 
Heartfelt thanks also to all the 
staff from Carers Direct for their 
dedicated care which allowed 
Geordie, his wish, to remain at 
home for all but two weeks of 
his 92 years and to the Lynn of 
Lorne Nursing Home who not 
only took such special care of 
Geordie in his fi nal weeks, but 
gave us huge support. A huge 
thank you to everyone involved 
at the Dalmally Community 
Centre for the excellent buffet. A 
retiral collection of £725.78 was 
raised for Dementia Scotland 
and North Argyll Volunteer Car 
Scheme.

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In loving memory 
of a beloved wife and mother, 
Louie who passed away 
on November 10, 2000 at 
Kilmalieu.
It doesn’t take a special day to 
bring you to our mind for days 
without a thought of you are 
always hard to fi nd.
-Your loving family, Allan, 
Catherine and Frank. Jamie and 
Claire, Amber, Iona, Katie, Cara 
and Isla.

CAMERON - Louie, a dear
sister, sister-in-law, aunt and 
great-aunt who passed away at 
Kilmalieu on November 10, 2000.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day.
- MacKechnie family at Fort
William, Oban, Killin and Balfron
DRUMMOND - In loving 
memory of my daughter 
Mary McGhee who died on 
November 9, 2012.
Sadly missed and never 
forgotten.
- Dad and Jane
DUNCAN - Treasured memories 
of my beloved husband, 
Howard, who was called to rest 
on November 12, 2001.
Too deep in my heart for 
death to divide
Each day of my life you walk by 
my side.
- Love always Chrissie x
LOVE - In loving memory 
of a much loved husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
grampa Bob, who passed 
away on November 10, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Anne, Elizabeth and family
MACKAY – In loving memory 
of our dearest parents, Bertie 
who died on November 11, 
1989 and Agnes who died on 
January 29, 2011.
Always in our thoughts. Also 
remembering Uncle Jack, who 
died on November 17, 1993.
- The MacKay and Gillies 
families, Oban and Lochgilphead
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of David, our 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle who  died a year ago, 
November 9, 2015. 
Taken from us so suddenly, 
always in our thoughts.
Never forgotten.
- Marion, Stephen and 
Michael, Michael and Leann x
MACNICOL - In loving 
memory of Ishbel M 
MacNicol, February 27, 
1945 - November 14, 2013. 
With love we remember you 
Love is a smile, a tear and a touch
Love says little but means 

so much
Love is forever and we give 
it to you
From your family who 
thought the world of you
- Hamish and family
MITCHELL - In loving 
memory of Kathleen Mitchell, 
who died November 11, 2012.
Kathleen for all you were to us 
in life and all the joy you brought
Your memory is with us in 
every single thought 
The pain I felt losing you will 
never go away
But knowing you are in my 
heart helps me through each day
When you were here I always 
felt that nothing could go wrong 
But you’re still my inspiration 
and your memory keeps me strong
And though my heart is heavy 
its also full of love 
And that’s enough to comfort 
me while you’re in Heaven above.
You’re forever in our hearts.
- Stewart, Diane, Greg and 
Tracey
PARKINSON – Treasured 
memories of a dear dad and pop 
Arthur (Scouse) who passed 
away on November 12, 1990.
There’s a place in our hearts 
no-one can fill 
We miss you dad and 
always will
Never forgotten x
- Peggy, Alistair and family
PEARSON – Precious 
memories of our devoted 
son Garry, taken from us so 
tragically on November 13, 
1999, aged 22 years. So much 
has changed since you’ve 
been gone
Through ups and downs our 
lives move on
But as time rolls by one thing 
remains true
We treasure the memories we 
have of you
In our hearts and thoughts 
always
- Mum, Dad and all the family 
xxx
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Angling

Glencruitten golfer sets his sights 
on turning professional next year
SCOTTISH Amateur Golfer of 
the Year Robert MacIntyre will 
spend one more season as an 
amateur before testing himself 
on the professional circuit.

Robert was awarded the 
prestigious amateur of the year 
accolade after having ‘his best 
year on the course’, finishing 
the season as the leading Scot 
in the world amateur golf rank-
ings. He is currently in 11th 
place.

The left-handed player’s year 
got off to a flying start when 
he won the Scottish Champion 
of Champions tournament 
at Leven Golfing Society. 
The 20-year-old carried this 
momentum in to the highly re-
garded British Amateur Cham-
pionship but unfortunately 
the Glencruitten golfer had to 

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Robert hopes to turn professional next year. Glencruitten Golf Club’s Robert MacIntyre - Scottish Amateur Golfer of the Year.

THE ANNUAL Inverawe an-
gling competition raised more 
money than ever for charity.

A total of 17 competitors, 
mainly from Argyll but with 
others from as far away as Jed-
burgh and Stirling, took part on 
the Hydro and Inverawe lochs.

Lochgilphead anglers have 
always been to the fore in the 
event, but this year the honours 
went back to Oban with Brian 
Todd winning the Inverawe 

Dugald MacGilp with his big � sh. 

Dugald MacGilp, Brian Todd, Robert Campbell-Preston, Michael Slaven and Allan Hendry. 

Angling competition 
nets charity haul

Oban’s Brian Todd, winner of the heaviest catch. Youngest competitor Anaru MacDougall from Oban and Willie Hamilton at the weigh-in. 

Fisheries Shield with the heavi-
est bag of 17lbs 3ozs, followed 
by Allan Hendry of Inveraray 
with 16lbs 3ozs and Dugald 
MacGilp of Lochgilphead with 
15lbs 10ozs.

The Inverawe Challenge 
Shield for heaviest fish was won 
by Michael Slaven, Arrochar 
Tearoom, with a weight of 6lbs 
9ozs. 

This year his prize included a 
bottle of Talisker malt whisky, 

donated by Andrew MacDou-
gall in memory of Ross Binnie 
of Oban, a keen angler, contes-
tant and friend of the Inverawe 
competition.

Boxes of hand-tied flies 
created by Gavin MacLean of 
Ganavan Sands were the most 
popular prizes in the raffle.

During Sunday’s event, 59 fish 
were caught with a total weight 
of 137lbs 13ozs.

‘We have raised more than 
£800 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. The raffle alone 
raised more than £300,’ said 
Robert Campbell-Preston, of 
Inverawe, who hosts the event.

settle for second place. ‘That 
was a disappointment,’ said 
Robert. ‘You see the boy that I 
played getting all the invites to 
the masters and the European 
tour events.

‘It’s hard to take, but it was 
probably a good thing. It would 
have been a year too early for 
me to win that because it’s a 
life-changing tournament if 
you win it.’

After this competition, 
Robert travelled to Estonia to 
play in the European individual 
tournament, where he finished 
fourth.

‘I didn’t have a practice round 
or anything,’ said Robert. 
‘Everyone’s clubs didn’t arrive 
and I had withdrawn. Then the 
clubs arrived and they phoned 
me up saying you’re back in the 
tournament so get to the golf 
course, with all the Scottish 
guys teeing off last together.’

Robert then went on to repre-
sent his country in France, be-
fore representing Great Britain 
and Ireland in the St Andrew’s 
Trophy competition.

The Great Britain and Ireland 
team retained the trophy, but 
this was an event the Oban man 
would like to forget.

‘It wasn’t a good week,’ he 
said. ‘I played the first round in 
the doubles and got beat, then 
got beat in my singles, then got 
dropped for the doubles the 
next day.’

Robert did get a ‘vital half’ on 
the second last match, however.

‘But we retained the trophy,’ 
he added. ‘Positives.’

Robert, who is now able to 
laugh about the St Andrews 
competition, then flew out to 
America to compete in the US 
Amateur Championship.

He said: ‘I went there with Ali 
MacLean. He was caddying for 
me. It was brilliant. We stayed 
with a host family. It’s probably 
the best-run event I have ever 
been at.’

But the event didn’t go to plan 
and the former Scottish ama-
teur champion was knocked out 
in the second round.

‘It’s huge as well,’ he added. 
‘If you’re going to win one, 
that’s the one to win.’

The jet-setting Oban golfer 
finished his season in Mexico 
where he competed for Scot-
land in the world amateur 
championships. He and an-
other two Scots flew out and 
were leading the competition 
after the first day of play. But 
the trio fell away towards the 
end. Robert said: ‘We finished 
in the top 15, when we should 
really be top five, so it wasn’t a 
great week.’

It was during this tournament 
he found out he had been cho-
sen as Scottish Amateur of the 
Year. ‘It was nice,’ he said. ‘You 
compete all year for yourself 
and then you get told you’re 
amateur of the year, which goes 
on world rankings, so it shows 
that your good weeks have been 
very good and your poor weeks 

have not been horrendous to be 
able to get the ranking points.’

The Scottish amateur of the 
year is planning on ‘going pro’ 
this time next year but before 
he does, he will have to secure 
a number of sponsors.

Speaking about turning 
professional, he said: ‘It’s some-
thing I have always wanted to 
do ever since I got seriously 
into the golf. Probably when I 
was about 11 I thought ‘right, I 
want to do this’. I decided then 
I had to stop playing shinty.

‘It’s just another step. I think 
some people do over compli-
cate it, but you’re just going to 
play, and you’re going to get 
paid if you do it well. You are 
just playing a golf course.’

Robert will fly out to Orlando 
at the end of this month with 
the Scottish golf team to take 
part in a training camp before 
flying to Australia in January 
for the first ranking event of 
the season.

But before the season starts, 
there’s work to be done, he 
said. ‘I’ve got to work more. 
‘This season was my worst tee 
to green ball striking but it was 
my best year on the course. 

‘This year I am going to try 
and do that better and compete 
in the big amateur events again 
and hopefully walk away with 
one of them.’

Glencruitten Golf Club secre-
tary David Finlayson said: ‘It’s 
difficult to put it into words. 
He’s been an outstanding am-
bassador for Glencruitten Golf 
Club and to Scottish golf.

‘Winning the Scottish 
amateur championship is 
phenomenal for someone from 
quite a small club. Winning the 
Scottish Amateur of the Year 
is very impressive. It’s been 
very good for Glencruitten 
and for Argyll and Bute. He’s 
promoting Glencruitten and 
promoting golf in Scotland. 

‘In five years, you can see him 
making it to the professional 
ranks. He’s definitely got the 
potential to get there and I 
think he will achieve it.’ 
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Mountain biking

Oban Primary League football team Madrid 2006s at training with new footballs won through a Scottish FA West 
Region competition. The team are coached by Allan MacDonald and Alex Craik.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3950
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Cameron
Braelea
Spean Bridge

F McCormick
Catalina Drive
Oban

Oban Primary League team Blue Brazil 2007s in their new strip kindly sponsored by Fiuran Property. The team are 
coached by Keith Millar, Jim Muir and Alasdair Crowe.

FORT William’s No Fuss 
Events hosted the UK 24-hour 
Mountain Bike Championships 
as part of their Relentless 
Exposure 24 event at Nevis 
Range.
  Matthew Jones is the new Brit-
ish champion, covering 29 laps 
of the 11km course of flowing 
single-track on a mixture of 
man-made and natural trails 
combined with some stinger 
climbs.

Having pushed the bounda-
ries of the UK’s 24-hour moun-
tain bike racing scene with the 
World Endurance Mountain 
Bike Organisation Champion-
ships in 2014, Relentless 24 has 
showcased some of the most 
exciting endurance racing in 
Scotland and, looking at the 
start list, there was no doubt the 
2016 event, on October 29 and 
30, was going to be a thriller. 

The event attracted the crème 
de la crème of the UK’s moun-
tain bike endurance talent and, 

with a field of almost 100 solo 
riders, it is clear interest in 
24-hour racing in the country is 
alive and kicking.

The Outdoor Capital of the 
UK – Fort William and Loch-
aber – and the riding at Nevis 
Range has a world-renowned 
reputation and with the recent 
announcement that No Fuss 
would again host the World 
24-Hours Championships in 
2018, riders knew claiming the 
2016 British crown would be 
the perfect line in the sand.

The atmosphere on Saturday 
morning was amazing. Riders 
were clearly excited by the 
course choice, one more than 
worthy of the championship 
status. 

The fact that every rider had 
trackside pits and that the 
weather gods appeared to be 
playing ball meant there was 
time to concentrate on the finer 
details, including tyre choices 
and nutrition plans. 

For the top riders, the 11km 
course of tough terrain, flow-
ing single-track on a mixture 

of man-made and natural 
trails and stinger climbs was 
all that lay between them and 
the coveted UK championship 
jerseys. That and the fact they 
had to complete 24 hours on 
their bike.

It was clear from the outset 
racing was going to be fierce 
and at the four-hour stage of 
the race there was a little over 
four minutes separating the top 
10 riders. 

At eight hours, that was 
extended to a very close 15 
minutes. 

There were whisperings of 
concerns around the pit area 
‘they’ll never sustain this’ and 
‘who is going to crack first’. 

Matthew Jones, Michael 
McCutcheon and Peter Nadin 
were the eventual top three so-
los, with Matthew completing 
29 laps in a time of 24 hours 
and 10 minutes. Michael was 15 
minutes behind after an aston-
ishing 29 laps, a little under the 
200-mile mark. 

In the ladies’ race, Lee 
Craigie and Sally Buckworth 
tussled all day and night with 
Lee taking the victory with a 
creditable 23 laps.

In the team categories, it was 
Stefan Macina and Bob Addey 
from Aurelius Cycles who took 
the men’s pairs with 32 laps and 
the girls from Sandy Wallace 
Cycles taking the win with 23 
laps. 

The quads and the eights 
categories were dominated by 
the boys and girls from Dunoon 
with the Benmore winning 
the eights and Team Pin it Ya 
Fairy taking the fours with a 
monstrous 32 laps.

Russ Baker one of the WEM-
BO organisers and president of 
Mountain Bike Australia, was 
at the event over the weekend 
and is looking forward to re-
turning to the Outdoor Capital 
in 2018 for the World Solos 
Championship.

Frazer Coupland from No 
Fuss Events said: ‘The standard 
of racing over the weekend has 
been exceptional. 

‘We have been delighted with 
the numbers who attended and 
as usual the team at Nevis range 
are a pleasure to work with.’

Next year’s Relentless Ex-
posure 24 is scheduled for the 
weekend of October 28 and 29.

Action from the UK 24-hour mountain biking championships in 
Fort William. Photograph: Paddy Cuthbert at littlehousemedia

A RUN of serious injuries had 
left the Mull squad short of 
players for their away game to 
Clydesdale RFC.  

With only seven players trav-
elling down the road, an appeal 
was made to the wider Mull 
diaspora. 

Five answered the call so, 
along with stand-in coach David 
Downham, a Mull team of 13 
took the field at the Alexander 
Hamilton memorial park. 

Clydesdale kicked off and, al-
though the sun was shining, the 
biting Ayrshire wind reminded 
the players it was November.  

Almost immediately Mull 
scored a try, but it was dis-
allowed by referee Duncan 
McCabe. This was one of four 
tries he would strike off for the 
Muileachs.  

Mull continued to dominate 
the start and quickly found 
themselves up 0-17.  

Two similar tries from Tony 
Haunschmidt, taking the ball 
off the ruck and conducting 
his trademark charge through 
the opposition, set Mull for the 
game.  

Mull kicker Sean Black 
converted both in the windy 

conditions and a penalty im-
mediately after to add another 
three points.  This strong start 
was a welcome change as recent 
games had seen the boys in 
black and white struggling to 
find their feet in the first 10 to 
15 minutes.

A welcome return from An-
gus Cowe saw him rewarded 
with a try.  

After Clydesdale fumbled a 
kick, Stuart Crichton won the 
ball and a quick pass led to the 
try. 

The home side began to hit 
back and, using their greater 
numbers, managed to score.  
Captain Craig O’Donnell led 
from the front, however, and 
replied with another try for 
the islanders to make the score 
5-27. 

The pack had been perform-
ing well in the first half and 
would continue throughout the 
game against a much heavier 
and more experienced opposi-
tion. 

The second row saw the 
return of Oban’s Kyle Kennedy, 

helping the efforts in the 
scrums. 

The start of the second half 
saw Clydesdale start to take 
advantage of their extra two 
men and it was a try for both 
teams pretty early on – Tony 
Haunschmidt completing his 
hat-trick.  

Sean Black then completed a 
great solo run to score between 
the posts and duly converted to 
make it 5-34 at half time.  

It was then Kilchoan’s Ross 
Rankin’s turn to get on the 
score sheet, with a pick and go 
off a ruck.  

Once again, the numbers 
started to tell as Clydesdale got 
another two tries and the score 
was now 17-48.  

Mull held the pressure and 
Haunschmidt managed his 
fourth of the day with a set 
move off a lineout and a pass 
from Black, leading to a 50-me-
tre sprint to score.  

Two unconverted tries from 
Clydesdale followed shortly 
after making the score 27-55. 

Mull could have added to 
their tally with the last move 
of the game as Stuart Crichton 
knocked the ball on, frustrat-
ingly inches from the try line. 

The result topped off a great 
weekend for Mull rugby as both 
the mini-rugby and under-14 
teams were in action at Glen-
cruitten.  

Sorley MacLaughlin and 
Murdo MacLennan were 
also drafted in to help Oban 
under-18s in their journey to 
Newton Stuart.  

Murdo has just received his 
Argyll and Bute coaching 
award. The 16-year-old has 
already been coaching for five 
years. 

Making his debut as coach at 
the weekend, David Downham 
said: ‘The effort put in by the 13 
players was simply unbelieva-
ble. It was an excellent example 
of the spirit that epitomises 
Mull rugby.’ 

Birthday boy Finlay Maclaren, 
who plays in the second row, 
added: ‘It was great to get 
another win under the belt as a 
result of the huge effort of the 
13 men on the field. It wasn’t 
pretty at times but it’s another 
five points on the league total 
and lifts us to second place.’ 

Mull’s next fixture is away 
to Lanark in the BT West 
Regional Bowl on Saturday 
November 19.

Fort William hosts top 
UK 24-hour marathon  

Rugby

Depleted Mull squad performs well
Mull enjoyed victory away to Clydesdale at the weekend despite only � elding 13 players.
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Marine Harvest National Division  
                                     P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts 
Kilmallie 14     11      3        0      51      14      25
Glasgow MA 14      9       3        2      49      18      21     
Inveraray 14      8       3        3      43      25      19
Beauly  14      7       3        4      53      26      17
Caberfeidh 14      6       2        6      30      29      14 
Bute  14      1       5        8      13      37       7
Inverness 14      2       2       10     27      47       6 
Ballachulish 14      1       1       12     11      81       3 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P        W        D        L       F       A      Pts      
Newtonmore 16      15       0        1      82      21      30 
Strathglass 16      11        2        3      64      29       24 
Kingussie 15       9         2        4      45      28       20
Glenurquhart 16       7         1        8      29      43       20
Skye  16       6        1        9      31      38       13
Beauly  16       5         2        9      28      47       12 
Kinlochshiel 16       5         1      10      32      29       11
Fort William 16       5         0      11     25     53       10
Lovat  15      3         1     11      19     67        7

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D        L        F         A      Pts
Oban Celtic 14     11       1       2       76       11      23 
Aberdour 14      7        3       4       30       24      17 
Lochside Rovers 14      7        2       5        40       31      16
Taynuilt  14      4        4       6        21       38      12
Col Glen  14      4        4       6        21       39      12
Kyles Athletic 14      4        3       7        28       40      11
Glenorchy 14      4        2       8        14       26      10
Inveraray 14      4        3       7       21       42       9 

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
   P      W      D       L        F        A      Pts
Aberdeen Uni 17     17       0        0      105      11      36*
Lochcarron 15     12      1        2        49      21       29*
Caberfeidh 17     10      3        4        60      35       25*
Glengarry 16      7       1        8        43      43       19*
Lochaber 13      7       1        5        37      44       19* 
Kilmallie 13      7       0        6        43      45       18* 
Boleskine 15      5       2        8       24      40       12
Inverness 17      3       1      13        31      65        7 
Lewis  17      2       1      14       24      66        7*
Strathspey 16      3       0      13       22      68        6

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                 P       W      D       L       F       A      Pts
Tayforth  12      11      1        0       71       8      23
Kilmory   8        6       1        1       65       7      21*
Oban Lorn 10       5       0        5       16      23     12*
Glasgow MA 10       5       1        4       30      31     11* 
Bute  10       3       1        6       10      46       7* 
Aberdour 10       2       0        8       12      36       6* 
Dunoon  12       2       0      10       16      39       6* 
Aberdour 14       2       2      10       10      63       4

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty 
news and views

and photographs

Marine Harvest Premiership
   P      W       D      L      F       A     Pts
Newtonmore 18     16       2        0      74      15      34
Kyles Athletic 18     10       5        3      52      23      25
Oban Camanachd 18     11       3        4      35      25      25
Kinlochshiel 18     10       3        5      40     26      23
Kingussie 18      6        3        9      27     35      15
Glenurquhart 18      6        3        9      26     41      15     
Lovat  18      7        1      10      29     45      15
Lochaber 18      4        6        8      27     42      14  
Skye  18      2        8        8      19     38      12
Fort William 18      0        2      16      15    54       2  

*points adjustment

*points adjustment

League tables ... league tables ... league tables ... league tables ... league tables ... 
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Last gasp goal wins London Shield 
for Oban Camanachd under 17s
 WITH the 2016 shinty season 
drawing to a close, Oban 
Camanachd U17 came out on 
top as Scotland’s top two youth 
sides met to contest the Marine 
Harvest London Shield in 
Newtonmore. 
2016 London Shield Final 
Skye Camanachd U17 2 
Oban Camanachd U17 3
A last-gasp Daniel MacVicar 
goal gave Oban Camanachd 
U17 a dramatic 3-2 victory over 
Skye Camanachd U17 to win 
the Marine Harvest London 
Shield at the Eilan on Saturday 
November 5. 

Wet weather in Badenoch 
the previous day forced an 
8am Saturday morning pitch 
inspection. 

However, with Lovat’s Balgate 
ground on standby, the Eilan 
was ruled playable so both sets 
of squads and supporters made 
their way to youth shinty’s 
national showpiece.   

Both teams went into the final 
after winning their respective 
area trophies – Skye the Mac-
Tavish Juvenile Cup and Oban 
Camanachd the MacQuiston 
Cup. 

Skye reached the final after 
finishing runners-up to Beauly 
in the North League section. 
They went on to defeat Fort 
William in the semi-final.  

Oban Camanachd’s route to 
the final saw them finish second 
to Fort William in the South 
League. They beat Beauly in 
their semi-final at Canal Parks 
a week earlier.     

Skye Camanachd youth coach 
Davie Pringle was without the 
injured Angus MacDonald, 
who had a broken thumb, 
although MacDonald travelled 
with the squad. They had Scot-
land U21 player John Gillies in 
their side, as well as fellow first-
team player James Pringle.

Oban Camanachd youth 
coaches David MacCuish, Scott 
Buchanan and George Easton 
had a full squad to choose from 
and they also had a Scotland 
U21 cap in their ranks as Dan-
iel MacVicar started up front. 

There was also a place for first-
team squad player Ross Mac-
Millan, while Lewis Buchanan 
had already proved to be a goal 
threat in this competition.

It was a perishing day in New-
tonmore and Oban Camanachd 
played with a strong wind in 
their favour in the first half. 

Oban Camanachd took the 
lead on 10 minutes when Lewis 
Buchanan got onto the ball on 
the edge of the ‘D’ and sent a 
strike on his left side into the 
top corner of the net to make 
it 1-0. 

Ruaraidh MacLeod drew 
Skye level on 17 minutes. The 
ball was played through to the 
edge of the ‘D’ where MacLeod 
gathered possession and fin-
ished well on his back-hand, 

sending the ball past on-rushing 
keeper Brian Logan to make it 
1-1. 

The Oban side went back 
in front on 22 minutes when 
Daniel MacCuish won pos-
session and ran down the left 
wing down before tucking a low 
shot past Skye keeper Murphy 
Henderson to make it 2-1.  

With just seconds of the first 
40 minutes remaining, Skye 
drew level for a second time. 
Great work from Ross Gordon 
set up a chance for Ruaraidh 
MacLeod and, from 15 yards 
out, he fired the ball into the 
top corner of the net, giving the 
keeper no chance, to make it 
2-2 at the interval.  

Oban Camanachd had per-
haps edged a fairly even first 
half, but Skye now had the 
elements in their favour. 

Oban Camanachd made a 
change at the break, introduc-
ing Daniel Sloss, who still plays 
with their U14s. 

Skye started the second 
period well with forward Ross 
Gordon seeing a shot saved 

by Brian Logan. At the other 
end, Daniel MacVicar, who was 
policed throughout by John 
Gillies, had a couple of chances 
to put his side in front for a 
third time but was unable to 
take them. 

Indeed, MacVicar was given 
a chance from the penalty spot 
midway through the second 
half when referee Deek Cam-
eron penalised Skye goalie 
Murphy Henderson for a kick 
inside the ‘D’ but the Oban full 
forward sent the spot-hit wide.

The next goal was going to be 
crucial and Oban keeper Brian 
Logan made a magnificent save 
with 10 minutes remaining, 
tipping a Stewart Taylor shot 
over the bar to keep his team 
on level terms. 

With extra time looming, and 
just seconds of the regulation 
80 minutes remaining, Oban 
Camanachd conjured up a 
dramatic winner. 

Daniel MacVicar took the 
ball in a central position and, 
from just behind penalty spot, 
his looping effort dropped into 

the top corner of the net to 
spark the Oban celebrations 
with barely enough time to 
restart the game. 

It just wasn’t Skye’s day and, 
following a bruising encounter, 
defender James Morrison and 
forward Ruairidh MacLeod 
required hospital visits for 
hand injuries with Morrison 
later confirmed to have 
suffered a hairline fracture. 
Calum Robertson was also in 
the wars and needed stitches 
after taking a blow to the shin. 

Oban Camanachd captain 
Ross MacMillan climbed 
the steps at the Newtonmore 
clubhouse to be presented with 
the London Shield by John 
Angus Gillies from sponsors 
Marine Harvest, who is also a 
Camanachd Association grade 
one referee.

Reflecting on the win, Oban 
Camanachd youth coach David 
MacCuish said: ‘It was a tough 
end to end game

‘At 2-2, you felt the next goal 
was going to be the winner and 
the eventual outcome could 
have gone either way. It was 
keenly contested throughout 
and, in the end, the break of the 
ball went our way. It’s a shame 
someone had to lose.’ 

MacCuish reflected on how 
often the same Oban and Skye 
youngsters have faced each 
other in recent years. 

He said: ‘The same boys have 
been playing against each other 
for a few years now. They’ve 
battled it out in a couple of 
MacMaster cup finals while 
they were at U14 level and it’s 
really good to see so many now 
coming through the ranks at 
U17 level. Both sets of players 
were again a credit to the game 
and to their own clubs during 
the final on Saturday.’  

When asked about his own 
players, MacCuish said: ‘We’ve 
been coaching these young boys 
for several years now. It’s been 
a pleasure to work with them. 

They are at training every week 
and that’s good to see.’ 

MacCuish is optimistic about 
the future. ‘We want to have a 
conveyor belt of talent at Oban 
Camanachd,’ he said. 

‘Steven Sloss is doing a great 
job with the U14s and there are 
good players coming through 
from there to the U17s. 

‘We will lose five players at 
the end of this year as they will 
be too old for next year’s U17 
squad but what we hope for 
with all the players is that they 
keep at it and progress to play 
for Gareth Evans at Lochside 
and then, hopefully, for the 
Oban Camanachd first team. 

‘We’ve already seen Daniel 
MacVicar and Ross MacMillan 
get their chance in the senior 
side. 

‘Other younger players see 
that so it’s great encouragement 
for them all and our first-team 
manager Iain Hay will give the 
youngsters a chance if they 
show they are good enough. 

‘With the first team doing so 
well in the league and getting 
to the Camanachd Cup final, 
things are on the up and it’s all 
about keeping the momentum 
going throughout the club.’

Skye Camanachd U17 from: 
Murphy Henderson, Ross 
Nicolson, Jamie Gillies, Jack 
Henderson, Connor Gilpin, 
Sam MacPhee, John Gillies, 
Martin Pringle, James Prin-
gle, Mark MacQueen, Ross 
Gordon, Ruaraidh MacLeod, 
Stewart Taylor, Calum Rob-
ertson, Ryan Macaskill, James 
Morrison, Angus MacDonald 

Oban Camanachd U17 from: 
Brian Logan, Craig Kirk-
patrick, Craig Easton, Ross 
MacMillan, Lewis MacPhee, 
Ruaraidh Horne, Euan Ma-
cLellan, Scott Robertson, Dan-
iel MacVicar, Craig MacMil-
lan, Daniel MacCuish, Lewis 
Buchannan, Daniel Sloss, Euan 
Logan, Cammy MacMillan 

Match referee: Deek Cameron.

The victorious Oban Camanachd under 17 team celebrate their London Shield success.

Mark MacQueen, Skye, and Ross MacMillan, Oban.

Oban’s Daniel MacVicar with John Gillies, Skye.

Oban captain Ross MacMillan receives the London Shield from 
John Angus Gillies of Marine Harvest. 

Calum Robertson, Skye, tries to hold o�  Daniel Sloss, Oban.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2   
Kilmallie P-P Strathspey 
Strahspey unable to field a 
team, points to Kilmallie

Marine Harvest
National Under 17
– London Shield Final
Skye 2 v 3 Oban Camanachd

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2   
Lochaber v Kilmallie
Willie MacDonald - 1.30pm
Women’s Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 playoff
Lovat Ladies v Glengarry 
Ladies, Bught Park, 1pm.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie w/o v 
Strathspey Camanachd
THE KILMALLIE second 
team were given a walkover 
when Strathspey Camanachd 
were unable to raise a team for 
their 1.30pm throw up at Canal 
Parks. 

Kilmallie remain sixth in the 
league, while Strathspey finish 
the season at the bottom of the 
table.

The Kilmallie seconds round 
off their season this coming 
Saturday when they are sched-
uled to make the short trip to 
Spean Bridge to play the Loch-
aber seconds who are a point 
ahead of them in the table. 
Throw up is at 1.30pm. 

Women’s shinty
Marine Harvest North 
Division 2
Strathglass 6 
Lovat 3
LOVAT missed out on the 
chance to win the Marine Har-
vest North Division 2 title when 
they lost 6-3 to Strathglass in 
their 1pm throw up at Cannich 
on Sunday October 30. 

Scottish international Laura 
Gallacher led the Lovat charge 
with a hat-trick.

Chloe MacLeod matched 
Gallacher’s goal haul for the 
home side and two from Char-
lotte Graham and a Donna 
MacKenzie strike gave Strath-
glass a 6-3 win.

The defeat leaves Lovat level 
with Glengarry at the top of the 
table – both on 16 points from 
their 10 league fixtures played 
– so they will now play off to 
decide the championship and 
who wins promotion to Marine 
Harvest National Division 1.

The play-off takes place at 
Bught Park, Inverness, on 
Sunday November 13. Throw 
up is at 1pm. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Lorn 0 
Ardnamurchan 6
ARDNAMURCHAN beat 
Lorn 6-0 at Mossfield on Sun-
day October 30.

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 2 player of the year Eilidh 
Ross gave Ardnamurchan the 
lead with a goal in the opening 
minute. 

Joanne Ford added a second 
on 20 minutes with Annie 
MacDonald making it 3-0 on 
34 minutes.

A Kate Bradley brace on 53 
and 55 minutes put the visitors 
out of sight and Eilidh Ross, 
who started the scoring, also 
finished it with a 58th minute 
effort to make it 6-0.

The win brings to an end 
Ardna murchan’s most success-
ful season so far. 

Management 
changes already 
under way
WITH the 2016 shinty season 
coming to a close, there will be 
some high profile managerial 
changes with at least three of 
this year’s Marine Harvest 
Premiership sides looking for 
new management teams ahead 
of next season. 
Jones and Anderson step 
down at Kingussie
KINGUSSIE have already 
confirmed that co-managers 
Russell Jones and Davie An-
derson have stepped down.

Their last game in charge 
was a goal-less draw with Kyles 
Athletic at Tighnabruaich a 
fortnight ago which secured the 
team a fifth place finish in the 
league. 

The highpoint of Jones and 
Anderson’s tenure came in 
2014 when they beat Glenur-
quhart 4-0 at the Bught Park to 
lift the Camanachd Cup.

They now feel the time is right 
for a new manager with new 
ideas to take the club forward.

Their replacement will be 
decided at the club’s annual 
general meeting at the end of 
November.

Both Russell Jones and Davie 

Anderson will continue their 
association with Kingussie 
where Russell is president and 
Davie is a committee member.  
Skye Camanachd boss 
MacLeod leaves post
THERE will also be a change 
at Skye Camanachd where first 
team manager John MacLeod 
has also decided to stand down. 

MacLeod took the helm at 
Skye Camanachd in 2014 when 
the team had reached a low 
ebb, dropping to shinty’s third 
tier. 

They went on to win the Ma-
rine Harvest North Division 1 
title in his first season in charge 
before going on to defeat Ma-
rine Harvest South Division 1 
winners Ballachulish to gain 
promotion. 

MacLeod’s side also lifted 
Balliemore Cup that season, 
again overcoming Ballachulish, 
as well as reaching the Cama-
nachd Cup semi-finals before 
losing out to Glenurquhart.

Skye’s main objective in 2015 
was to win promotion from 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division and they did just that, 
only dropping one point in the 
process of clinching the title, 
to earn top-flight status for the 
first time since 2002.

Skye’s first season in shinty’s 
top division ultimately ended 
in relegation. However, the is-
landers competed well, winning 
two and drawing eight of their 
18 fixtures. The mid-table was 
incredibly tight with only three 
points separating fifth-placed 
Kingussie and ninth-placed 
Skye Camanachd.

MacLeod informed his 
players after the defeat to New-
tonmore in their final fixture 
of the season last weekend that 
he would be standing down 
and he also informed the club’s 
committee of his decision. 

Skye Camanachd chairman 
Douglas MacDougall said: ‘We 
are disappointed to see John go 
but totally respect his decision 
which, in fairness, was always 
based on a three-year manage-
ment plan where he indicated 
he would step down after that 
period. 

‘The club is indebted to 
John for his commitment to 
youth and senior shinty over 
several years and it is obvious 
we have many individuals 
throughout several teams who 
are better players because of 
his endeavours. 

‘We also have our club name 
on numerous trophies and have 
had a taste of premiership shin-
ty, which is a standard we will 
return to. 

‘There are very few who will 
understand the amount of 
work that goes into planning 
for a game and the amount of 
time taken up with calls and 
messages. 

‘The club would also like 
to thank John’s wife Dorothy 
for her patience and support. 
We wish John all the best for 
the future and no doubt will 
see him as an eager and vocal 
supporter on the sidelines next 
season.’

Skye Camanachd’s annual 
general meeting takes place in 
early December. 

The task of sourcing a new 
manager is delegated to the 
club’s committee though and 
they hope to have MacLeod’s 
replacement in post at the 
earliest opportunity.
All change at the Glen
GLENURQUHART become 
the third Marine Harvest 
Premiership side to begin the 
hunt for a new management 
team after co-managers Billy 
MacLean and Dave Menzies 
ended their tenure at the Blair-
beg club. 

The duo spent three years in 
what was their second period in 
charge. 

They led the club to RBS 
MacTavish Cup success in 2015 
when they beat Newtonmore 
3-1 in the final. 

Player unavailability and 
injuries left the team battling 
in the lower half of the league 
for most of this season but a 
late rally, taking four out of 
their last six points, saw them 
climb to a credible sixth-placed 
finish. 

With the club’s annual general 
meeting scheduled for this 
week, Glenurquhart hope to 

make a speedy announcement 
on the managerial vacancy.    
Lewis Camanachd confi rms 
new management team  
LEWIS Camanachd manager 
Duncan MacIntyre has named 
his management team for the 
2017 shinty season.

Influential midfielder Paul 
Duke will captain the side 
while Peter Gomez will be 
vice-captain. 

Ally Lamont continues 
as fitness coach while John 
Macaskill will be the assistant 
shinty coach and first aider.

In other changes, Eoghan 
Stewart has ended his associ-
ation with Lewis Camanachd 
after 10 years in the fold while 
top scorer Will Church has 
announced his retirement.

Lovat Shinty     
Club plans new 
pavilion
LOVAT Shinty Club have em-
barked on an ambitious project 
to build a new sports pavilion at 
their Balgate pitch. 

The new building will provide 
male and female changing 
rooms for the club’s youth and 
adult shinty teams and be used 
regularly by the community.

It will incorporate treatment 
rooms designed to be used by 
physiotherapists and NHS staff 
as well as social areas for the 
local school and other consti-
tuted groups who operate in the 
community. 

With the local village hall 
oversubscribed, the demand 
for an additional community 
facility is high.

The project ties in with Lovat’s 
development plan which aims 
to increase the number of 
youth members at the club. 
With a ladies’ team now playing 
regularly, the new pavilion will 
also resolve issues arising from 
the current limited changing 
facilities. 

Lovat have support from 
sportscotland and the Rob-
ertson Trust and, together 
with the club’s own funds and 
donations, they already have a 
large contribution towards the 
cost of the project. They are not 
quite there yet and are appeal-
ing for donations for a project 
which means so much to the 
shinty club and the community 
as a whole. 

The club have set up a club-
house project crowdfunder. 
Donations have already started 
to come in and pledges can 
be made at the following 
link  http://www.crowdfunder. 
c o . u k / l o v a t - s h i n t y - c l u b 
-new-pavilion/

University squads 
are named
THE SCOTTISH University 
squads have been named for 
the 2016 shinty/hurling camo-
gie meetings with their Queens 
University counterparts in 
Belfast this weekend.

A strong Scottish men’s squad 
contains a number of current 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
players, including Kingussie’s 
Rory MacKeachan and Calum 
Grant, Fort William’s Calum 
Shepherd, Ross MacRae and 
Cammy Keith from Kyles 
Athletic and Skye Camanachd 
pair Will Cowie and James 
Pringle. There’s also a place 
for Glasgow Mid Argyll’s top 
scorer Craig Anderson. 

A strong women’s squad will 
also make the trip. It features 
Skye goalie Sarah Jane Fergu-
son, who will share the goal-
keeping duties with Aberdour’s 
Taryn Neilson. 

Also included are Glasgow 
Mid Argyll’s Rachel Mc-
Cafferty, Aberdour’s Katie 
Booth, Morgan Redpath from 
Strathglass, as well as Megan 
Ralph, Rona Stewart, Rhona 
McIntyre and Zoe Reid from 
Badenoch and Strathspey. 

The Scots have played 
against tough opposition over 
the past few years, including 
the British University GAA, 
Ulster University, Offaly select 
and the Waterford Institute of 
Technology. 

Scotland shinty/hurling 
squad from: Alex Dunnings, 
Edinburgh University; An-
drew Morrison, Strathclyde;

SKYE Camanachd stalwart Donnie Martin 
has been recognised for his coaching with the 
‘Lifetime Coaching Achievement of the Year’ 
award at the 2016 Highland Coaching Awards. 

The awards, which were held at Inverness 
Leisure Centre on Saturday October 22, are 
run by High Life Highland in partnership with 
sportscotland to recognise the outstanding 
contribution and significant impact made by 
local coaches. 

These coaches enable quality sport and 
physical activity opportunities to happen in 
communities across the Highlands. 

Donnie has been involved with Skye Cama-
nachd for more than 40 years as player, youth 
coach, second team manager, first team man-
ager, goal judge, referee, committee member 
and chairman, as well as taking a leading role 
in Skye Camanachd Social Club. 

He was a player from his school days and 
continued to play for the island club into his 
forties, even through a period when he was 
working away from home. 

He has not only inspired generations of play-
ers over the years but he continues to do so as 
he currently coaches primary school children 
in north Skye. 

He is an example through his dedication to 
the club and the community.

He spends every spare hour at the Skye 
Camanachd clubhouse – both inside and out 
– maintaining the pitch, cutting the grass and 
lining the pitch for matches throughout the 
season.

Shinty is a big part of life in Skye and Donnie 
has been instrumental in ensuring the club, 
which was formed in 1892, continues to grow 
and thrive. The award is deserved recognition 
for someone who is well respected throughout 
Scotland’s shinty community. 

An impressive 65 nominations were made 
overall, the most Highland has ever received. 

The full list of winners is: Young Persons 
Coach of the Year – Kelsey Christie, Thurso; 
Young Coach of the Year – Harry MacKay, 
Rogart; Community Coach of the Year 
– Liz Smith, Nethy Bridge; Development 
Performance Coach of the Year – Dun-
can Flockhart, Inverness; High Performance 
Coach of the Year – Gavin Laird, Inverness; 
Disability Coach of the Year – Stephen Meeks, 
Inverness; Young Volunteer of the Year 
– Sarah MacLennan, Megan Stewart and 
Jade Douglass, Invergarry; Technical Of-
ficial of the Year – Ken Ross, Inverness;
Volunteer of the Year – Stephan Walker, Nairn;
Lifetime Coaching Achievement of the Year – 
Donnie Martin , Skye.

THE CAMANACHD As-
sociation is promoting the 
latest round of shinty coaching 
courses, which includes a UK 
Coaching Certificate Level 2 
course in Oban.

The course, which includes 
practical and theory sessions 
designed to help experienced 
coaches in charge of U17 and 
senior squads, takes place over 
three days – Saturday Decem-
ber 10, Sunday December 11 
and Sunday January 14. All 
three sessions will take place at 
Oban High School. 

There will also be a coaching 
session assessment at the 
coaches’ club/school. 

Each candidate will receive a 
resource manual and copies of 
the rules of shinty. The course 
fee is £240 but funding to 
cover the majority of the cost 
is available from sportscotland 
and local sports councils.

Euan McMurdo, regional 
development officer (west), 
can be contacted for further 
information.  

As well as the Oban sessions, 
a foundation course will take 
place at Craigmonie Centre, 
Drumnadrochit, on Saturday 
November 19. 

This course is designed to 
teach any adult aged over 16 
with limited experience of the 
game the basic ‘how to coach’ 
and ‘what to coach’ techniques 
which are fundamental to skills 
development in the game of 
shinty.

This course will run for one 
day from 9.30am to 4pm and 
costs £30. Katie Drain, region-
al development officer (north), 
is the main point of contact.   

Also, a UK Coaching Certifi-
cate Level 2 course, the same as 
the Oban event, will take place 
at Drumnadrochit on Saturday 
December 3 and Sunday 4 
December. 

Applications forms for all 
courses are available from 
the Camanachd Association 
or from their official website 
and should be returned to the 
appropriate organiser.  

Skye’s Donnie Martin, centre, receiving his lifetime achievement award.

Calum Grant, Heriot Watt;
Calum Morrison, Strathclyde;
Calum Shepherd, Strathclyde; 
Cameron McCue, Glasgow 
School of Art; Cammy Keith, 
Glasgow Caledonian; Craig 
Anderson, West College; David 
MacLean, Glasgow University;
Finlay MacMillan, Strathclyde;
Hamish Anderson, Napier; Jack 
Berg, Edinburgh University;
James Pringle, Heriot Watt; 
Nathan Whear, Edinburgh 
University; Rory MacKeachan, 
UHI; Ross MacRae, Strath-

Shinty 
coaching 
courses

Skye stalwart honoured 
with coaching award 

clyde; Ryan Harrison, Glasgow 
Caledonian; Sandy Elrick, Ed-
inburgh University; Scott Mac-
Lachlan, Glasgow College; and
Will Cowie, Stirling.

Scotland shinty/camogie 
squad from: Amy Harris, Strath-
clyde; Aoife Tangney, RGU;
Caitlin Kirk, Stirling University;
Catriona Stark, Strathclyde; 
Dawn Ryan, RGU; Donna 
MacKenzie,  Glasgow Univer-
sity; Gillian Brown, Aberdeen 
University; Isla MacKay, 
Edinburgh University; Ka-

tie Booth, RGU; Kayleigh 
Doran, Glasgow University;
Margaret Jane Malcolm, 
RGU; Megan Ralph, Glas-
gow Caledonian; Morgan 
Redpath, Edinburgh College;
Rachel McCafferty, Strath-
clyde; Rhona McIntyre, 
Edinburgh University; Rhona 
Stewart, RGU; Sarah Jane Fer-
guson, Sabhal Mor Ostaig, UHI;
Sarah Pocock, Napier Univer-
sity; Taryn Neilson, RGU, and
Zoe Reid, City of Glasgow 
College.

OBAN Camanachd Club 
completed a remarkable season 
on Saturday when their Under 
17 team won the National 
Marine Harvest London Shield 
Final defeating Skye 3 - 2 at the 
Eilean, Newtonmore.  

With the senior team finish-
ing second equal in the premier 
league as well as reaching the 
Scottish Cup final and with 
team manager Ian Hay voted 
premiership league manager 
of the year, season 2016 proved 
to be one of the best in recent 
years.  

Lochside Rovers, the club’s 
reserve side, finished third in 
South Division 1, finishing the 
top reserve side in the league 

made up of one-team clubs 
and reserve sides. The club’s 
under 14 team just missed out 
in the national Ken MacMaster 
competition, beaten 3-2 in the 
semi-final by Kyles Athletic in 
what was regarded as one of the 
best games played at this level.  

It has been a long, hard 
season for both under 14s 
and under 17s, who play most 
of their games against north 
opposition.  

For team coaches Stephen 
Sloss and Brian Logan, at 
under 14 level, and David 
MacCuish, Scott Buchanan 
and George Easton, at under 
17, the season has produced a 
wealth of talent that will stand 

the club in good stead for years 
to come.  For Lochside Rovers, 
after reaching the Sutherland 
Cup final and losing South 
Division 1 on goal difference in 
2015, this season was a period 
of consolidation with team 
manager Gareth Evans bring-
ing in several players from the 
successful under 17 group to 
play regularly at this level. 

And with Daniel MacVicar 
and Ross MacMillan firmly 
established in the senior set-up, 
the club is in a healthy position 
to kick on next season. Ulti-
mately, it is Oban Camanachd 
who will benefit from the youth 
set-up and, hopefully, have an-
other successful season in 2017.  

National win caps great 
season for Oban club

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Sport
Scottish AFL  
results and 
� xtures
Football
LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, third 
round – Balerno Athletic 3, 
Lochgilphead Red Star 1; FC 
Clydebank 1, Oban Saints 
3; Kinrossie Caledonian 1, 
Dunoon 8. Jimmy Marshall 
Cup, second round – Houston 
5, Tarbert 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division – Drumchapel 
Colts v Oban Saints; Campbel-
town Pupils, no game; Premier 
Division One – Dunoon v Alba 
Thistle; Premier Division 2A 
– Carlton YM v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Premier Division 
2B – Duntocher v Tarbert. 

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results – 
Aston Villa 8 Under-13s 0; 
Carolside SC 3, Under-14s 
0; Under-15s 5, Newmains 
Hammers 1. Scoring for Saints 
were Euan Finlay (2), Aaron 
MacKay, Craig Miller and 
Cameron Clark. Under-16s, no 
game. Under-17s, no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Helensburgh v Under-13s; 
Under-14s v Cadocs HS; 
Dumbarton Riverside v 
Under-15s; Under-16s v Port 
Glasgow Juniors; Under-17s v 
Broomhill. 

Football

Injury-hit Saints struggle but 
still march on in Scottish Cup

Matty Kelly and Willie Gemmell congratulate Fraser MacFarlane after he scored Saints second goal in 
last Saturday’s Scottish Cup tie against FC Clydebank. Photos and match report: Derek Black
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 10, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)
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Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.14 3.1 07.52 1.7 14.42 3.6 20.37 1.5
Fri 03.03 3.3 08.56 1.4 15.26 3.8 21.29 1.2
Sat 03.42 3.6 09.48 1.1 16.06 4.1 22.15 0.9
Sun 04.19 3.9 10.36 0.8 16.46 4.3 22.59 0.6
Mon 04.57 4.1 11.23 0.6 17.26 4.4 23.41 0.5
Tues 05.37 4.2 12.09 0.5 18.06 4.4  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.24 0.4 06.18 4.2 12.56 0.5 18.47 4.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8
9

8

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Light north westerly winds
 Temperatures 3°C to 7ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperature 8°C

Weekend Light rain forecast
Outlook Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Brian Mackay takes on Clydebank’s Kevin McInally.

OBAN Saints booked their 
place in the Scottish Amateur 
Cup fourth round draw with a 
hard-fought third round victory 
over FC Clydebank in Bearsden 
last Saturday. 
 Despite the date, there was 
no fireworks in a very sporting 
contest which saw Saints bang 
in three goals to see them safely 
through to the next round.
 With nine players missing for 
various reasons, and several 
others nursing injuries, manager 
Alex Craik had his selection op-
tions severely curtailed. Despite 
a badly bruised right foot, Jamie 
Graham once again lined up at 
left back alongside Dene Cas-
sells, captain Marc Maccallum 
and David McArthur, who made 
up the back four.
 Injury concerns for Paul Kerr 
and Brian Mackay were bravely 
brushed aside as they joined 
Willie Gemmell in midfield. Up 
front, Dean Smith led the line 
flanked by Ross Maitland and 
Craig MacEwan. In goal was 
Thomas McCulloch, looking 
for a third consecutive clean 
sheet. Lack of numbers once 
again forced the gaffer to name 
himself on the bench where he 
had youngsters Matthew Kelly 
and Fraser MacFarlane for 
company.

Saints skipper Maccallum 
won the toss of referee Michael 
Auld’s coin and elected to switch 
ends, giving the opposition the 
problem of dealing with the 
bright low sun in the first half.

FC Clydebank                    1
Oban Saints                     3
Scotish Cup – third round

The Bankies kicked off on the 
large grass surface which was 
in good condition despite some 
recent heavy rain.

Saints settled into their passing 
game early without being able to 
find any penetration. Bankies 
danger man Kevin McInally 
gave an early indication of the 
threat he would pose on the 
right wing, forcing Marc Mac-
callum into a block to concede 
a fifth-minute corner kick which 
Thomas McCulloch did well to 
hold under pressure from Gavin 
Mcqueen. 

McCulloch was in action again 
two minutes later making a 
comfortable save from a Mark 
Bird effort who didn’t quite 
make the connection he would 
have liked with a low shot from 
25 yards.

Craig MacEwan returned the 
compliment at the other end, 
cutting inside from the left 
after being picked out by Willie 
Gemmell only to miscue a weak 
effort straight at Lewis Wood in 
the Bankies goal.

Saints looked ready now to pick 
up the tempo with Dean Smith 
slipping a good ball into the box 
for Craig MacEwan to run on 
to. However, Craig couldn’t get 
the ball under control quickly 
enough and was closed down by 
the Bankies defence. 

Dene Cassells sent Jamie Gra-
ham tearing up the left wing in 
the ninth minute but there was 
no takers for Jamie’s dangerous 
cut-back.

A patient 12th-minute passing 
move started by Paul Kerr inside 
his own half led to another cut-
back from Jamie Graham on the 
left which this time found Brian 

Mackay inside the Bankies box. 
Mackay made space for a shot 
but saw his effort blocked by 
the combined efforts of Kyle 
Cruickshank, Martin Fleming 
and Andrew Weir. 

David McArthur moved 
forward to join the attack for 
a 14th minute corner after 
good work on the left by Dean 
Smith. McArthur was able to 
get his head on Ross Maitland’s 
in-swinger from the left but 
couldn’t generate the power to 
beat Lewis Wood, who made a 
simple catch. 

Saints continued to ask most 
of the first-half questions but 
remained unable to put the 
Bankies goal under serious 
threat.

Saints made the breakthrough 
in the 38th minute when David 
McArthur made a good inter-
ception on the halfway line, 
launching a swift Saints counter 
attack. McArthur played the 
ball up to Craig MacEwan on 
the right, who held the ball up 
well before rolling it back to 
Brian Mackay. Mackay then 
threaded a defence-splitting 
pass for Dean Smith who ran 
in behind the Bankies defence 
to slot the ball past the exposed 
Lewis Wood.

Saints survived one further 
scare before ending the half one 
goal to the good. Andrew Camp-
bell robbed Marc Maccallum on 
the left and raced in to fire in 
a dangerous low ball across the 
face of goal which Dene Cassells 
did well to cut out before it could 
reach Allan Sillars.

Jamie Graham found himself 
unable to continue and was re-
placed for the start of the second 
half by Matthew Kelly, who took 
up the right back berth which he 
had filled so well against Peters-
hall Villa two weeks previously. 
David McArthur moved across 
to fill the left back slot vacated 
by Jamie.

Ross Maitland thought he had 
doubled the Saints lead in the 
46th minute when his deflected 
shot from 20 yards left Lewis 
Wood hopelessly wrong-footed 
but the ball slipped inches wide 
of the base of Wood’s left hand 
post. 

In the 52nd minute, Kevin 
McInally easily tricked his way 
past David McArthur and only 
an excellent save from Thomas 
McCulloch, diving full length 
to his right, preserved the Saints 
lead.

The home side had their tails 
up now and had a disjointed 
Saints pinned back in their own 
half. A measured pass from 
Gavin Mcqueen sent Allan Sil-
lars through on goal, pursued by 
Dene Cassells who was relieved 
to see Thomas McCulloch slid-
ing out to smother the ball at the 
feet of the Bankies striker.

Failure to clear their lines 

properly heaped more pressure 
on the Saints defence in the 
67th minute with a weak headed 
clearance from Ross Maitland 
landing at the feet of Mark 
Bird, who failed to test Thomas 
McCulloch, sending a snatched 
effort wide of target.

With manager Alex Craik 
threatening to burst a blood 
vessel on the touchline, Saints fi-
nally started to get back into the 
game and launched a swift coun-
ter-attack from a Dene Cassells 
interception on the halfway line. 
Brian Mackay raced forward 
and had his net-bound effort 
turned behind by a timely block 
from Kyle Cruickshank. 

Craig MacEwan and Dean 
Smith carved out a 74th-minute 
chance with Dean’s cut back 
from the deadball line agonis-
ingly out of reach for Craig 
racing in at the near post.

Ross Maitland was extremely 
unfortunate to be given offside 
from what appeared to be a 
perfectly-timed run to beat the 
Bankies offside trap. Willie 
Gemmell continued his protests 
too long for Mr Auld’s liking, 
earning him the only yellow card 
of the match.

With 10 minutes remaining, 
manager Craik made his second 
change, introducing Fraser Mac-
Farlane to replace Dean Smith. 
This proved to be an inspired 
decision by the Saints gaffer 
as young Fraser pounced on a 
loose ball in the Bankies box in 
the 83rd minute to fire Saints 
into a two-goal lead. A frantic 
few minutes ensued as the game 
entered its closing stages. 

Allan Sillars threatened to 
burst into the Saints box but was 
halted by an excellent sliding 
challenge from Marc Maccallum 
at the expense of a corner. Kevin 
McInally and Andrew Campbell 
worked a quick short corner kick 
routine which caught the Saints 
defence completely unawares 
with Campbell advancing along 
the goal line and cutting the ball 
back to Ross Hollinsworth, who 
hooked the ball into the net past 
the bemused Thomas McCull-
och to make the score 2-1.

From the restart, Willie Gem-
mell spotted Lewis Wood off 
his goal line and attempted to 
lob the keeper from the halfway 
line, only narrowly failing to hit 
the target. 

Saints kept the pressure on 
from Wood’s goalkick with Bri-
an Mackay drawing a desperate 
tackle from Kyle Cruickshank 
to prevent the Saints man from 
breaking through on goal. Willie 
Gemmell lined up the free kick 
20 yards from goal and slightly 
left of centre. Unable to find the 
target with any of his previous 
efforts from open play, Willie 
made absolutely no mistake with 
the deadball, placing it perfectly 
into the postage stamp corner 
beyond the despairing dive of 
Lewis Wood.

Manager Alex Craik then 
joined the action replacing Bri-
an Mackay in his third and final 
change. The gaffer took up an 
unfamiliar position in the Saints 
midfield to help his charges see 
out the final two minutes plus 
the additional three allowed by 
referee Auld.

 Saints survived one final scare 
when Gavin Mcqueen skipped 
past Alex Craik and sent a 
looping shot over the head of 
Thomas McCulloch onto the 
top of the crossbar and behind 
for a goalkick. Mr Auld, who 
had a good game made easy by 
both sets of players, decided he 
had seen enough and blew for 
full-time.

While lacking the fluency of 
the previous weekend’s win 
over reigning Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier Divi-
sion champions East Kilbride 
FC, the Oban lads worked hard 
for this victory over an improv-
ing FC Clydebank side who 
can now concentrate fully on 
their Central Scottish Amateur 
Football League Divsion 1A 
campaign.

Manager Alex Craik was 
delighted with the result but 
not with the performance of his 
team. He said: ‘To be brutally 
honest, we were pretty poor 
today. There seemed to be a 
lack of urgency about the team. 
It looked like we were playing 
a pre-season friendly. We can’t 
be turning in performances like 
that against better opposition 
or we would get absolutely 
murdered.’

The manager will be hoping 
to have more players back for 
this Saturday’s game which is a 
return to league business with 
a first trip to face Drumchapel 
Amateurs Colts at Glenhead 
Park, Duntocher.

‘We can’t be turning in performances 
like that against better opposition or 
we would get absolutely murdered’

OBAN Lorne RFC hosted the 
latest Argyll and Bute Mini 
Rugby Dalriada Festival at 
Glencruitten on Saturday. 

Weather conditions were 
perfect for the event and would 
allow for some fantastic running 
rugby.

Teams in attendance were 
hosts Oban Lorne, Etive Vikings 
from Taynuilt, Mid Argyll, Isle 
of Mull and Highland visitors 
Lochaber.

The festivals are split into 
two age groups – P4/5 and 
P6/7 – with matches refereed 
by rugby development officer 
Allan Wright and SRU modern 
apprentice at Oban High School 
Ellie MacNiven.

Etive Vikings won all of their 
games at the P4/5 age group with 
strong opposition from Oban’s 
squad. 

The Vikings were also victori-
ous at the P6/7 age group where 
they competed well with second 
placed Mid Argyll.

This was the best attended 
festival of the season so far with 
encouraging numbers attending 
from all participating clubs. It is 
hoped teams from Kintyre, Bute 
and Islay will start to contribute 
towards festivals in the near 
future.

Mini rugby

Oban mini 
festival 
success

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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A DECISION to scrap home-
work at a Lochaber primary 
school will help children ‘get 
more out of classroom time – as 
that is what school is for’.

Following a trial period and 
consultation with parents, staff 
and pupils, Inverlochy Primary 
in Fort William has decided to 
go homework-free.

Children will no longer be giv-
en assignments and a deadline 
but are encouraged to spend 
time out of the classroom read-
ing books, comics and exercising 
in a bid to learn in a more ‘child-
led’ way.

The idea was tested before the 
summer holidays. In August, 
normal procedures resumed 
before a consultation was held 
prior to and during the October 
break, according to Barry 
Hutchison, a children’s author 
who has a daughter in primary 
three at Inverlochy.

Parents are understood to have 
voted 62 per cent in favour of 
the move. Pupils voted 79 per 
cent in favour, though teachers 
were split 50/50.

Mr Hutchison, pictured above, 
said he welcomed the decision 
because forced homework stresses 
parents and children. He added: 
‘Even in primary one, Mia was 
getting so much homework that 
it would sometimes take up to an 
hour and a half Monday to Thurs-
day and there was no time for 
unstructured family or fun time.’  

Mr Hutchison, who also has 
a son in S3 at Lochaber High 
School, said this kind of ap-
proach would help create more 
well-rounded people. 

He said society is ‘test mad’, 
but there is research that shows 
small amounts of homework are 
not of any benefit when it comes 
to pupils’ results and that large 
amounts of homework actually 
lead to worse performance.   

He added: ‘There was an 
argument I heard that the only 
people who would suffer from 
no homework would be people 
from poorer, more deprived 
backgrounds, but that is not the 
case.  

‘If there is no support, then 
these kids are likely not doing 
their homework anyway but they 
are getting into trouble for that 
on Friday. 

‘So, the only thing this would 
remove is the child getting into 
trouble on Friday and instead 
being told that reading Match 

magazine or going out on your 
bike is positive, which then might 
remove that sense of loathing 
going to school or resenting 
schoolwork at an early age.’

With regard to how children 
might cope with eventually 
having to hit deadlines in the 
approach to secondary school 
and further education, Mr 
Hutchison said that with his son, 
he experienced a lesser amount 
of homework in first and second 
year which gradually builds up.

Mr Hutchison added: ‘My son 
was actually getting less home-
work than my daughter who was 
in primary one at the time, to 
the extent we thought he might 
be hiding it. 

‘It wasn’t the case and, with 
exams looming, we will support 
his studies.  

‘Of course, targeted homework 
can be useful if a child is strug-
gling with a particular area but 
there are so many different ways 
of learning and I think this is a 
great decision by the school.’

The Oban Times asked the 
Highland Council if it was 
involved in the decision, how 
success could be measured and 
if it is likely other schools might 
follow suit.

A spokesperson said: ‘High-
land Council has a devolved 
school management system in 
our schools. The authority does 
not have a highland-wide ‘no 
homework’ policy in place – this 
is something that Inverlochy 
Primary School is trialling in 
their school.’

MORE than £800 has been 
raised for Mallaig pool this 
month, with several personal 
donations made towards the 
£1 million refurbishment. One 
donation was from Dr Helen 
Palmer and her daughter 
Chantelle, who donated £200 
after winning the friends of 
Mallaig swimming pool 500 
Club jackpot.

Feis na Mara donated £600. 
And the Co-op in Mallaig has 
chosen the centre as one of its 
Local Causes.

ALL ABOARD the Jacobite 
steam train as it announces a 
special Christmas appearance.

Santa Clause will join the 
famous train as it runs from 
Fort William to Glen� nnan on 
December 20, 21 and 22, and 
between Fort William and Mal-
laig on December 27, 28, and 29 
for its � rst Christmas journey.

Passengers will be greeted by 
Santa and will receive a gift as 
they board the train, which will 
be specially decorated. And for 
adults, mulled wine and mince 
pies are on o� er.

To � nd out more go to www.
westcoastrailways.co.uk.

Donors splash 
out £800 for pool

Train makes � rst 
Christmas trip

FORT WILLIAM mothers have taken 
to social media to warn of hand, foot and 
mouth disease possibly ‘making the rounds’.

One mum posted on Facebook to let oth-
ers know her child had been infected with 
the virus, urging mums to keep an eye out 
for symptoms. 

Dr James Douglas, from Tweeddale Med-
ical Practice in Fort William, confirmed it 
was the time of year that ‘mini outbreaks’ 
could occur. 

He said: ‘Hand, foot and mouth is like any 
other virus – it can spread quickly, but it’s 
nothing to be concerned about if your child 
becomes infected.’

Symptoms of the disease usually begin 
with painful red blisters on the inside of the 
mouth, and are followed by a rash on the 
hands and soles of the feet.

Another Fort William mum told The Oban 

Times she knew a few children who had 
brought it back after being on holiday in 
Turkey. 

Following reports of an outbreak of the 
disease in both Fort William and Mallaig, a 
spokesperson for NHS Highland said: ‘We 
haven’t been contacted by anyone reporting 
an increase in cases in either of these areas. 
However, hand, foot and mouth disease 
(HFMD) is a very common infection 
caused by a virus.

‘Every two or three years there does seem 
to be an increase in cases. Outbreaks of the 
infection can occur in nurseries, playgroups 
and schools due to young children having 
lots of contact with one another.’

Dr Douglas added that the strongest 
prescription he would offer to children 
would be Calpol, as it is a viral infection 
which antibiotics would not help. He said: 

‘It normally works its way out of the child’s 
system and doesn’t cause any particular 
harm. A little bit of common sense if it is go-
ing about would just be to ensure your child 
is washing their hands frequently, and not 
sharing cups or bottles with someone who is 
infected. Really the same advise we would 
give to people to avoid a common cold.’

He added that adults were ‘unlikely to get 
hand, foot and mouth’ but this was the time 
that people tend to see it appear.

The NHS Highland spokesperson 
added: ‘The blisters usually last for seven 
to 10 days. People can become infected at 
any time, but it is most common in children 
under 10.

‘The infection is spread by direct contact 
with saliva, fluid from the blisters and nose 
and throat discharges. The most important 
preventive measure is good hygiene.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

School scraps homework

Mums reassured over disease outbreak

THE McKnight family from Fort William thoroughly enjoyed bon� re night at the weekend. 
Around 500 people gathered at Lochaber Camanachd Club at the weekend to celebrate with a 
massive bon� re and a fantastic display of � reworks. A spokesperson from the Camanachd Club 

said that the proceeds from the evening will be put back into the club. ‘The money we raised 
from the cake sales will go to the junior club’s funds and the rest goes to the main club.’ 
Turn to page four to see some of our bon� re night pictures from Spean Bridge and Caol. 

Lochaber sparkles for bon� re night

Inverlochy children celebrate. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Wright Image

Latha Fosglaidh airson 
Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig
Open Afternoon for Gaelic 

Medium Education in Lochaber
Disathairne 3mh Dùbhlachd

Saturday 3rd December
1pm to 3pm

Interested in fi nding out more about the 
benefi ts of bilingual education? 

Call in to our informal open afternoon for more 
information and have a tour around our lovely 

new school and fi nd out what we can offer!  
Information stalls will include a range of 

organisations connected to Gaelic that can support:
Nursery, Primary and Secondary Gaelic Provision in Lochaber, 
Cròleagan Grianach (Gaelic Playgroup), SMO (Gaelic College  
- Skye), Fèisean nan Gàidheal, Comunn na Gàidhlig, Bòrd na 

Gàidhlig, Stòrlann, Gaelic Books Council

Lots of activities for children including bouncy 
castle, messy play, beat the goalie, music/dance 

session, cafe and bottle stall, live music 
 Like and share our Facebook event 

and invite your friends along.

For more information please 
contact us on 01397709720 
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Organisations are 
in the money

Accident closes A82 
near Corran Ferry

Manran are up for 
trad music award

FORT William and Ardnamurchan 
ward discretionary funds were 
approved last week.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
received £1,000 toward commu-
nity Christmas parties and Loch-
aber Music Festival got £1,000 
towards next year’s costs.

Ballachulish Community Coun-
cil was also awarded £1,200 and 
Lochaber leisure centre swim 
team received £250. 

TRAD-ROCK band Mànran 
have been nominated for Live 
Act of the Year at the MG Alba 
Trad Music awards.

Mànran accordionist Gary 
Innes said on social media he 
was ‘delighted’ with the nom-
ination.

Go to www.projects.hands 
upfortrad.scot/scotstradmusic 
awards/voting/ to cast your 
vote. 

Hands up for Trad will be 
hosting the 14th awards cere-
mony on December 3 at the 
Caird Hall in Dundee.

A ROAD tra�  c accident occurred 
on the A82 near Corran Ferry 
and caused the road to close.
The incident, which involved 
three vehicles was described 
by police as minor, happened 
around noon last Thursday 
(November 3).   The road was 
closed while recovery vehicles 
were in attendance but was fully 
reopened around 1.30pm.

Recovery vehicles attend the 
accident. ABrightside Photography

A RURAL community has taken charge 
of its power supply thanks to a £13,390 
grant from an energy giant.

The small port of Uig, in the north-east 
of the Isle of Skye, will now be able to 
weather winter storms without the loss 
of power after taking up delivery of two 
brand new generators.

The Uig Community Trust secured the 
generators through a grant from Scottish 
and Southern Electricity Networks’ 
Community Resilience Fund, which of-
fers support to projects up to a maximum 
of £20,000.

One generator is to be placed at the 

community-owned Uig filling station and 
shop, with the other inside the village 
hall. 

Chairwomen of the trust Seonag Hen-
derson, who is also a member of the hall 
committee, said: ‘We get power-cuts in 
Uig almost every year during the winter 
and some have lasted for three days.

‘Many of the houses here are heated by 
electricity and when the power goes out 
people cannot keep warm, let alone cook, 
and they cannot get food or fuel.

‘Having our own generator will mean 
we can bring the community together in 
the village hall, which has recently been 

donated a new kitchen by Howden’s in 
Portree, and we can keep the shop and 
fuel pumps working.’

Uig Community Council and Uig 
Community Hall Committee will fund 
the installation of the generators and the 
trust expects they will be of great benefit 
to the community.

A spokesperson from SSE Networks 
said: ‘We are proud to help power the 
community of Uig in preparation for 
winter and hope the generators provided 
through the fund will help the com-
munity be more resilient in times of bad 
weather.’

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar has warned that a delay in 
progress of wind technology for 
remote islands is putting ‘the 
future of a new islands industry 
at huge and unacceptable risk’.

The council has said that the 
Western Isles stands to ‘lose 
out on the huge opportunities 
of the renewables industry’ if a 
lack of assistance from the UK 
government continues.

Western Isles Council, which 
has worked closely with both 
UK and Scottish governments 
to prove the case for island wind, 
says it will generate electricity at 
a ‘significantly lower cost’ than 
nuclear and offshore wind.

But despite government sup-
port for the remote islands wind 
technology, the council has said 
it is ‘hugely disappointing that 
the UK government, having 
accepted the arguments and 
established the technology 
category, has not moved forward 
to the next stage of the process’.

Three of the islands’ leaders 
have written to Greg Clark, 
Secretary of State for business, 
energy and industrial strategy, 
expressing concern about ‘the 
effects of continued uncertainty 
on support for large-scale re-
newable energy projects’.

The council said that plans to 
exploit the islands’ ‘considerable 
renewable energy potential’ 
have been curbed by the lack of 
an electricity export connection, 
an interconnector between the 
islands and the National Grid. It 
added that there are ‘a number 
of steps which require to be un-
dertaken before this can happen 
although it is hoped that the 
interconnector will be in place 
by 2021’.

Comhairle leader Angus 
Campbell said: ‘The importance 
of generating electricity from 
large-scale renewable projects 
cannot be underestimated. There 
are considerable benefits to 
the islands, including cheaper 
electricity, opportunities for the 
islands supply chain, new jobs, 
apprenticeships and revenue 
benefits for our communities.’ 

Uig Community Trust chairwoman Seonag Henderson with husband Ian outside the village’s � lling station, where one of the 
new generators will be installed. Picture: Sara Bain

Hamish Fraser and Calum MacLeod are overjoyed at the Wednesday’s decision. Inset: Kate Forbes outside the Broadford air� eld in Ashaig. Pictures: Sara Bain

Villagers take control of power

Community could be split
SPEAN BRIDGE Commu-
nity Council is canvassing for 
opinion on proposed bound-
ary changes which would see 
the its area split between two 
constituencies.

At the community council’s 
November meeting last week, 
chairman John Fotheringham 
explained that the new pro-
posals show the majority of 
the community council would 
be in the Skye and Inverness 

constituency, with Corrour Es-
tate and Loch Treig in Argyll, 
Bute, and Lochaber.

He said: ‘The boundaries are 
already somewhat confusing. 
As explained last year, our 
community council area is in 
both wards 12 and 22.

‘For parliamentary elec-
tions, whether Scottish or UK, 
the whole of our area is at 
present in the same constit-
uency, but Highland Council 

elections follows the ward 
boundaries. This will mean, 
in the Highland Council 
elections, those living in Cor-
rour will have Kinlochleven as 
their polling station – a wholly 
impractical option.’

After a short debate, it was 
agreed that the opinion of the 
community would be sought 
and the proposal would be 
considered again in Decem-
ber. 

Licensing change
THE Immigration Act 2016 will 
soon change the way taxi drivers 
are licensed.

Under the provision of the 
act which comes into force on 
December 1, the Highland Council 
will only be able to grant a taxi 
driver or private hire car (PHC) 
licence to those who pass a check 
to verify they are not disquali� ed 
for immigration status reasons.

Applicants for licences will need to 
attend their nearest licensing o�  ce 
with original documents showing 
the right to work in the UK.

Fears for 
islands 
industry

Reopening Skye airport is 
a proposal set for take off
PLANS for the return of a regu-
lar airline service on Skye – which 
could boost the area’s economy 
by almost £47 million – were 
given the green light last week.

At Highland Council’s Plan-
ning, Development and Infra-
structure Committee meeting 
on Wednesday, councillors ap-
proved a 104-page business plan 
to reopen the Broadford Airfield 
in Ashaig and committed up to 
£30,000 over the next two years 
to deal with the critical aspects of 
taking the project forward.

Councillors were told estimated 
passenger numbers between Glas-
gow and Skye every year could be 

as high as 23,800 and that operat-
ing a 19-seat Twin Otter aircraft 
would be the best value option.

The report also revealed the 
£39.7 million and £46.8 million 
benefit of a regular scheduled 
service to the economies of 
the island and the wider com-
munities of Lochalsh and Wester 
Ross would outweigh the £39.7  
million to £46.8 million costs of 
redevelopment over 30 years.

MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch Kate Forbes said: ‘I 
am really excited about the pros-
pect of reopening the airport on 
Skye. We’ve already got the basic 
infrastructure there and now sev-
eral commissioned reports have 
confirmed the enormous benefits 
of direct flights to Skye.’

Highlands and Islands Labour 
MSP David Stewart said that a 
new airport would encourage 
economic growth to the area and 
called for the Scottish Govern-
ment to support the project.

He said: ‘The development of 
the Ashaig airfield in Skye is to 
be welcomed and long overdue.’

Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, and long-
term airport campaigner, said: 
‘I am delighted at this decision 
and that the report demonstrated 
there is a real need for a regular 
air service to Skye and a strong 
business case for developing the 
airport. 

‘It is time that Skye was con-
nected by air to the rest of the 
world.’

Councillor for Skye and Raasay 
Hamish Fraser said the council’s 
next step is to lobby the Scottish 
Government and its partners to 
make the project – which could 
be opened in two years – a reality.

He said: ‘The big issue is to get 
the service up and running and 
then see what further infrastruc-
ture is needed to keep it going. 

‘An inter-island service, or 
island-hopping approach, could 
make the project even more 
viable.’

Chairman of Broadford and 
Strath community council 
Calum MacLeod said the sheer 
volume of visitors to the region 
called for an alternative and 
faster form of transport to be 
introduced. 

He said: ‘No-one could fore-
see the phenomenon that has 
happened to Skye over the past 
few years in terms of volume of 
tourists and traffic, and we now 
have a very strong business case 
for a regular air service.

‘We have had a very busy 
summer with a lot of traffic on 
the roads. An alternative form 
of transport will open the island 
up to more people and provide 
opportunities to explore it in 
different ways than by car.

‘The drive from the central 
belt to Skye can take anything 
between four and six hours, 
depending on the traffic and road 
conditions. 

‘The same journey by air would 
take about an hour.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk
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Bid launched to raise church anchor 
A COMMUNITY company is 
hoping to bring the story of a 
floating church back to life by 
raising its last remaining relic.

Sunart Community Company 
is trying to collect £6,000 
towards the cost of raising and 
conserving the anchor and chain 
of the Sunart floating church.  

It is believed the church was 
constructed when the Free 
Church broke from the Church 
of Scotland in 1843. 

It was believed every trace of 
the floating church had been 
removed for salvage until local 
diver John MacMillan found 
one of the original ‘mushroom’ 
anchors earlier this year.

A crowdfunding page has now 
been created and fundraising 
events have been planned 
with the end goal of display-
ing the preserved artefact 
in the village of Strontian.
To support the campaign, visit 
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
raise-the-anchor.

For more on this story, turn to 
Morvern Lines on page six.

Worshippers from Morven 
walked to Liddesdale Bay on 
the opposite side of the loch 

and crossed by rowing boat to 
reach the vessel, which came 
with a vestry, a pulpit and a 

precentor’s desk.

POLICE
FILES
A PARKED car was struck by a 
moving vehicle on Saturday Oc-
tober 22 in the car park outside 
Sammy’s � sh and chip shop in 
Caol. Police are appealing for 
information about the vehicle 
which struck the parked car.

THE jet wash and vacuum 
at Onich � lling station have 
been damaged and money has 
been stolen. Police believe the 
incident happened between 
9.30pm on Sunday October 
30 and 9.30am on Monday 
October 31.

TWO Fort William shops were 
robbed last month. Two men 
stole items from Semi Chem 
and Boots on Fort William High 
Street on Monday October 31. 
The � rst male is described as 
being in his ‘late twenties to 
early thirties, thin with sharp 
facial features, brown hair, wear-
ing a navy jacket and jeans and 
carrying a rucksack’. Police say 
the second male ‘is in his � fties 
with black hair, wearing a black 
jacket, black jogging trousers 
with a luminous yellow/green 
tammy hat’. The men were last 
seen near Tesco Metro, High 
Street, Fort William.

COPPER piping was stolen 
from the Nevis Range hydro 
project between 6pm on 
Friday October 28 and 4pm on 
Monday October 31.

YOUTHS have been seen enter-
ing the old Lochyside RC Primary 
School building. Police are look-
ing to identify the group, who 
were seen at the premises on 
Monday October 31 at 7.45pm, 
to ‘provide safety advice regard-
ing entering a disused building’.

THERE was a break-in at 
Letter� nlay Food last month. 
Items were stolen from the 
company’s outside shed at An-
nat Industrial Estate between 
5pm on Monday October 31 
and 7am on Tuesday Novem-
ber 1. Police are appealing for 
information.

TWO vehicles, which were 
parked in a car park at Moray 
Place, sustained damaged 
between Friday October 28 
and Monday October 31. Police 
would like to hear from anyone 
who may have information on 
how the damage was caused.

ON THE evening of Sunday 
October 30, two vehicles in 
the Moorings Hotel car park, 
Banavie, were damaged. A 
Subaru Forrester and a 
Volkswagen Scirocco sus-
tained damage caused by an 
unknown vehicle.

Anyone with information relat-
ing to any of these incidents is 
asked to call the police in Fort 
William on 101.

£5,000 fi ne for Marine Harvest
A HEALTH and safety defect 
was said to have ‘slipped 
through the net’ by one of Scot-
land’s largest salmon producers 
as it was fined £5,000 for an 
accident at its Glenfinnan site.

Marine Harvest Scotland 
Limited was handed the penalty 
in Fort William Sheriff Court 
in relation to an accident which 
took place on August 2015 
involving Heather Pickard.  

William Glen and Steve 
Bracken attended on behalf of 
Marine Harvest on Tuesday  
(October 8) as the company 
accepted responsibility for 
failing to ensure relevant health 

and safety measures were taken 
at Salmon Bay on Loch Sheil 
between September 17, 2014, 
and August 17, 2015.

In particular, the company 
failed to prevent access to 
dangerous parts of machinery 
– namely a sluice valve of a 
hopper which connects to a fish 
feeder.  

It was this failure which lead 
to Heather Pickard suffering 
severe injury and permanent 
disfigure as her hand was pulled 
into a valve which had not been 
isolated or guarded.   

Ms Pickard had placed a bag 
used to collect calibration sam-
ples onto the hopper when the 
‘terrible accident’ happened. 

In reference to photographs 

and information which had been 
provided to him in advance of 
the hearing,  Sheriff William 
Taylor said: ‘What troubled me 
the most was that the isolator 
was not in reach and that the 
mesh was too narrow.  

‘What was required was wider 
mesh, and a safety guard was 
not there because it was widely 
shot to one side as it had so 
many defects.’

The company’s defence lawyer 
agreed with the sheriff and said 
that, up until the accident, the 
employees at Glenfinnan did 
not appreciate the guard and 
that there was an expectation 
that nothing would happen as a 
result of moving it – that there 
would be no danger.

The court also heard that 
the manager was required to 
have monthly health and safety 
meetings and that this was re-
flected by way of bonuses, that 
monthly audits took place, and 
yet, in hindsight, this ‘glaringly 
obvious defect’ went unnoticed.  

The solicitor added that the 
company described this as 
wholly regrettable and that the 
defect had ‘slipped through the 
net’.

Ms Pickard chose not to 
attend the hearing but the court 
heard she had returned to work 
in February of this year, that 
she and her colleagues had been 
offered counselling following 
the accident courtesy of Marine 
Harvest which had also or-

ganised physiotherapy for her.  
Furthermore, she had received 
full pay and bonuses while she 
was recovering and had been 
promised to be redeployed if 
she was unable to go back to her 
former position at the same pay 
but thankfully this had not been 
necessary.

The company had taken 
measures to ensure the defects 
were fixed immediately after 
the incident and that despite 
its size, Marine Harvest had 
previously enjoyed 50 years of 
good trading and that this was 
its first offence.

In summing up, Sheriff Taylor 
said: ‘According to the investi-
gation the accident was foresee-
able in the circumstances and 

ought to have been foreseen.’
The £5,000 fine given was 

reduced from £7,500 due to 
the early plea and reaction by 
Marine Harvest which was 
described to have behaved 
responsibly since the accident.

In a statement given to The 
Oban Times, Ben Hadfield, 
Marine Harvest Scotland man-
aging director, said: ‘We are ex-
tremely sorry this accident ever 
happened and have put in place 
various measures to prevent 
something like this happening 
again.  

‘Heather is back at her work 
and her resilience in making a 
good recovery and her deter-
mination to return to work has 
been remarkable.’

A LOCHABER woman who 
received a British Empire Medal 
(BEM) in the Queen’s birthday 
honours earlier this year has been 
presented with her award.

Jean Robinson, who has been serv-
ing the community of Lochaline for 
almost 30 years, running the snack 
bar on the old pier, received notice 
of her BEM on June 1.

The 71-year-old was not given the 
medal until the end of last month, 
when she was presented with it by 
Donald Cameron, Lord Lieutenant 
of Lochiel on October 29.

Putting 
history in 
the frame
A DISPLAY of photographs 
and memories were on show 
in Kinlochleven to mark a 
special anniversary and to help 
provide a little support for 
the elderly during the winter 
months.

The Kinlochleven Salvation 
Army has been in the area for 
90 years. 

Historic school and party 
photographs were collected 
and collated, and community 
members were invited to take 
a walk down memory lane last 
week. 

Janet McIntyre is leader 
of the Kinlochleven branch. 
She said: ‘It’s been super. We 
moved into this hall about 
three years ago but we’ve had 
visitors from Fort William, 
Ballachulish and Glencoe 
throughout the week. It’s been 
so popular we’ve decided to 
open an extra day so people 
who are working can come 
and see. 

‘We had a lot of visitors from 
Abbeyfield, which was lovely 
as you could see the pictures 

sparked memories. During 
the summer people can get 
out and about more easily 
but when the winter comes 

it is very easy to stay in and 
that’s when depression can set 
in. Inviting people to these 
displays may not be much but 

it gets them out the door and 
then we can tell them about 
our coffee mornings or music 
evenings. 

‘First and foremost, we are 
a church, so it is important 
to us to help look after our 
community members.’

To find out more about 
Salvation Army events 
visit: http://www.salvation 
army.org.uk/kinlochleven.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Jean is presented with royal honourRaasay cheers whisky, fi re and song

THE ISLE of Raasay has been 
celebrating whisky, fire and 
song.

The community event kicked 
off last Saturday with an 
architectural tour of the Isle 
of Raasay Distillery site by 
ABIR architect and Raasay 
resident Olli Blair, followed 

by a tour of Raasay House to 
celebrate 2016 Scotland’s Year 
of Innovation, Architecture 
and Design.

Olli spoke about how other 
buildings on the island and the 
landscape of the island itself 
had informed the distillery 
design.

Children on the island then 
took part in an architecture 
cake competition, making 
baked items in the shape of 
some of the island’s buildings.

In the evening, around 50 
people marched through the 
pitch black and bitter cold with 
flaming torches to the bonfire 

site outside the boathouse. 
Then into the night the boat-
house bar served Plockton 
Brewery beer and Raasay 
House warmed everyone up 
with a supper of stovies and 
soup with all proceeds from 
the bar and food going towards 
upkeep of the boathouse. 

People take part in the torch procession on the Isle of Raasay. Photograph Scott Mooney
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TIMESLINE
Fund will help to 
� ght fuel poverty

Council acts over 
animal legislation

FAMILIES across the Highlands 
are set to bene� t from almost 
£300,000 of additional funding 
to keep their homes warm this 
winter.

The Scottish Government has 
announced that housing associ-
ations and the Highland Council 
will be given a share of a £9 
million fund to help improve the 
housing of those most in need.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, Loch-
aber and Badenoch, said: ‘The 
Scottish Government has made 
tackling fuel poverty a priority – 
and this funding for Highland is 
further evidence of that.

‘The £295,500 will go some way 
to helping Highland Council and 
housing associations tackle fuel 
poverty and ensure that some of 
the most vulnerable households 
in Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
are able to heat their homes.’ 

THE CHAIRMAN of the High-
land Council’s community 
services committee is set to 
raise concerns over existing 
legislation for the licensing of 
animal establishments.

Fort William councillor Allan 
Henderson will raise the issue 
with the Scottish Government. 
He said: ‘A number of the Acts 
are very old and are clearly not 
� t for purpose, as is currently be-
ing demonstrated by the many 
di�  culties our environmental 
health team are experiencing. 

‘A number of the Acts do not 
contain powers that would 
be expected in any modern 
licensing legislation such as 
the powers for the council to 
suspend or revoke a licence.’

LOCHABER Chamber of Commerce 
is part of a worldwide movement that is 
centuries old.

The organisation traces its roots 
back to 1599 in the Mediterranean 
port city of Marseilles, when a ‘bureau 
de commerce’ was founded to promote 
the interests of the local maritime 
industry.  

Officially recognised by the French 
king Henry IV in April 1600, Marseilles 
holds the honour of the establishment of 
the first Chamber of Commerce.

The Chambers of Commerce move-
ment expanded across Europe over the 
subsequent century, but it was not until 

1783 when the world’s first Anglophone 
Chamber of Commerce was established 
in Glasgow. 

The 19th century saw the growth of 
the Chamber of Commerce movement 
throughout the rest of Scotland.

The model adopted by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce originated in 

Scotland, and has been replicated in the 
USA and across the globe. The common 
thread is of businesses coming together 
to find a common voice to speak to 
government and other stakeholders to 
promote business interests and to work 
for their communities. 

Chambers of Commerce are entirely 
independent and their activities are 
driven by their members.

To find out more about becoming 
a member of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, contact membership and 
events officer Fiona McCormick on 
01397 705765 or by email to member-
ship@lochaberchamber.co.uk. 

WHAT’S ON
FORT WILLIAM Then and Now – a 
historical and cultural tour of 
the town will be delivered again 
next week with a touch a humour 
from two locals. 

The event will take place in 
the West End Hotel, and runs 
from 7.30pm until 9.30pm, with 
time for a question-and-answer 
session. The visuals will be 
screened by Bill Cameron with an 
accompanying commentary by 
Ian Abernethy. 

Admission is £6, £4 for conces-
sions, which includes co� ee and 
cake at the interval. This is the 
second presentation from the 
duo after a successful � rst show-
ing last month which attracted 52 
people. A share of the proceeds 
will be donated to local charities. 

INVERGARRY’S annual Christ-
mas craft fair will be held on 
Saturday November 19 in 
Glengarry Community Hall 
from 10.30am to 3.30pm.

Craft producers from up and 
down the Great Glen area will 
be selling cakes, jewellery, 
wooden crafts, cards, candles, 
ceramics and more. 

There will be a children’s fes-
tive treasure hunt, sponsored 
by the Glengarry Trust, plus 
seasonal entertainment from 
local singers.

The cafe will be open for 
refreshments from 10am.

For further information, call 
01809 501246.

THE West Highland museum 
is inviting people to celebrate 
the publication of Ardnish Was 
Home by Lochaber author Angus 
MacDonald. 

The event will take place at the 
museum in Cameron Square on 
Thursday November 17, between 
6pm and 8pm.

To book a place, contact Col-
leen on colleen@westhighland-
museum.org.uk or drop in to the 
museum.

THE November meeting of 
the Inverlochy and Torlundy 
Community Council will be on 
November 15.

It will be held at the Braxi 
Hall, Inverlochy, at 7pm. Mem-
bers of the public are welcome. 

Lochaber goes up in fl ames!
Fireworks take place at the Lochaber Camanachd club in Spean Bridge.

The Spiers family from Roybridge enjoyed Saturday’s � reworks. The Anderson family from Roybridge.

The � reworks display and bon� re along Caol foreshore on Saturday were spectacular.

GUY FAWKES night went off 
with a bang in Fort William 
last weekend with a spectacular 
display of fireworks across the 
town.

Bonfires were lit and fireworks 
set off in both Spean Bridge and 
Caol on Saturday night, with lots 
for families to enjoy. 

The Lochaber Camanachd 
Club held a fine display in Spean 
Bridge where the community 
turned out in force to watch.

And in Caol people gathered 
on the shore to watch fireworks 
light up the sky over Loch Eil.

The Oban Times team was out 
on Saturday night capturing 
some of the best bits.

Motorists 
warned of 
roadworks

Have your 
say on issues

RESURFACING works on the 
A82 North of Fort William have 
started this week and will take 
up to three weeks to complete.

Motorists are being warned 
that work to a 1.4km stretch of 
road immediately north of the 
Loch Lochy straight were pro-
grammed to start on Monday.
Forming part of a £370,000 in-
vestment by Transport Scotland, 
the project will be split into two 
phases.

From November 7 until to-
morrow (Friday November 11), 
phase one will be carried out 
between 7am and 7pm each day 
under a convoy system.

The second phase will be 
undertaken overnight between 
Sunday November 13 and Friday 
November 25. This will involve 
an overnight road closure, with 
traffic being allowed to pass 
through the site on roughly an 
hourly basis.

THE Lochaber Community 
Planning Partnership is holding 
its second market place event 
this month. The meeting will 
give people a chance to have 
their say on what matters most 
in terms of services, facilities 
and concerns. It will be held on 
November 22 from 4pm-6pm at 
the Astley hall in Arisaig.

www.westcoastrailways.co.uk
Book Online:

or Tel: 0844 850 0977 (Mon-Fri)
*Calls to this number are charged at 7p per minute plus an access charge set by your network provider.

AT CHRISTMAS!

Fort William to Glenfinnan

Fort William to Mallaig - 27th, 28th & 29th December

SANTA SPECIALS!

Fort William to Mallaig - 
JACOBITE FESTIVE EXPRESS

20th, 21st, 22nd & 23rd December - Morning and Afternoon trips
For the very first time the world famous Jacobite steam train will be joined 
by the equally famous Santa Claus. It’s fun for all the family, wonderful  
for children who will all meet Santa and receive a FREE gift and a real 
treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and  
witness winter in the Highlands like never before.

Children 6 month and under FREE

Only £19.50 Return

Adult Return £35 Child £20Adult Return £35 Child £20

Children 6 month and under FREE

Join us on the Jacobite Festive Express! This is your chance to witness the truly magnificent  
spectacle of the majestic West Highlands as you’ve never seen them before. An 84 mile round trip 
taking you past a list of extremes in your traditional carriage.  
Enjoy Christmas cheer as we steam to the fishing  
village of Mallaig. An unforgettable experience.

treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and 
witness winter in the Highlands like never before.

Limited
Seats

Available!

Book Online:

Adult Return £35 Child £20 BOOK
NOW!

Fort William to Glenfinnan
SANTA SPECIALS!SANTA SPECIALS!

Morning and Afternoon trips
For the very first time the world famous Jacobite steam train will be joined 
by the equally famous Santa Claus. It’s fun for all the family, wonderful 

and a real 
treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and treat for grownups who will enjoy Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and 
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Pontoons extension goes out to consultation

Repairs are completed to footpath

A £750,000 extension to Fort William’s 
pontoons could bring ‘huge’ economic 
benefits to the town.

The Fort William Marina and Shore-
line Company (FWMSC) laid out excit-
ing new plans for a marina development 
at a public consultation last Friday.

Plans, which include an 80m extension 

north of the existing pontoons, would 
also see around 20 berths for short-stay 
use, and facilities for a seaplane.

Secretary of the FWMSC Sarah Ken-
nedy said that Loch Lomond seaplanes 
had expressed interest in flying to Fort 
William for scenic tours, but also on a 
more regular basis.

Mrs Kennedy said: ‘It’s four hours by 
train to Glasgow and two and a half by 
bus, so for people to be able to fly there 
in an hour would be incredible.’

The FWMSC hopes to obtain a marina 
and dredging licence next year which will 
help in its bid to get the £750,000 funding 
required. Mrs Kennedy added: ‘Right 

now James [Sarah’s husband] is £1,200 
out of pocket. We used our money to get 
this development off the ground because 
we are so passionate about it.’

FWMSC will be looking to obtain rev-
enue from HIE and community asset 
funds, among other funding avenues it 
is yet to explore.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Residents urged to stand 
for community council
A VETERAN Fort William 
community councillor who 
served for more than 20 years 
has spoken of her disap-
pointment at the absence of 
a community council in the 
Highlands’ largest town.

As the Highland Council 
makes a last-ditch attempt to 
attract new blood to revive Fort 
William Community Council, 
previous members have been 
talking to The Oban Times.

Elections for Fort William 
Community Council, which 
folded earlier this year after 
what members described as a 
‘feeling of not being listened 
to’ and a struggle to recruit 
new members, will be held on 
Tuesday November 15.

A Highland Council spokesper-
son said the community council 
would ‘go into abeyance’ if no 
new members were elected.

Patricia Jordan, who resigned 
in January after 23 years as both 
chairwoman and secretary, said: 
‘I think it is disappointing that 
a town the size of Fort Wil-
liam is one of the areas in the 
Highlands that does not have a 
community council. 

‘I resigned in January this year 
after 23 years – far too long – 
and was saddened that we could 
not recruit more new members 
as we do have a very vibrant 
community with a lot going on.’

Patricia noted the many suc-
cesses of the community coun-
cil and its influence on planning 
and major developments, such 
as the new Belford Hospital. 

She said: ‘Fort William 

com munity council was in-
strumental in setting up the 
partnership of Fort William and 
area community councils (CC), 
which included Inverlochy and 
Torlundy, Caol and Kilmallie 
CCs, to ensure we were all 
looking at a bigger picture in 
the interest of all the commu-
nities. This does not work if 
you do not have representation 
from Fort William, especially 
when it comes to planning and 
development issues.’

Failure to elect new members 
has led the Highland Council to 
hold further nominations. 

Alex Farquhar, who was 
also a member of the Fort 
William CC for nine years, said 
there were two reasons a com-
munity council still hadn’t been 
formed. He said: ‘First, there 
was no effort made to publish 

the election for a new commu-
nity council a few months ago 
and I think it’s happened again 
this time. And, secondly, people 
aren’t sure what the effects of 
being a member really are or 
how much attention officials 
will really pay. People struggle 
to believe that what they do will 
have much effect.

‘That’s the reason the commu-
nity council folded. There was a 
general feeling nothing we did 
was listened to in Inverness.’

 However, Alex confirmed 
he would be putting his name 
forward for election again this 
year stressing the importance of 
the group’s role. He added: ‘The 
town needs a group of people to 
look at what the council is doing 
and monitor proposals. Without 
people looking at what it [the 
council] is doing, there is a dan-

ger things will happen without 
people knowing what’s going 
on, a danger that proposals 
about our town are put in place 
by Inverness and local people 
don’t know anything about it.’

Patricia also offered a helping 
hand to new members. She said: 
‘If people are put off by what 
they think is too difficult, then 
training, advice and support is 
available from Highland Coun-
cil and I would be more than 
happy to assist a new commu-
nity council in the transitional 
stages. Fort William needs a 
community council.’ 

To become a member of Fort 
William Community Council, 
download a nomination form 
from the council’s website. The 
deadline is 4pm on November 
15 and elections will take place 
on December 15.

REPAIRS to a well-known 
path in Skye have been 
completed.

Staff from tour company 
Rabbie’s Trail Burners Ltd 
carried out ‘badly-needed’ re-
pairs on the famous Quiraing 
route in Staffin.

The popular Hollywood 
film location is visited by 
thousands each year and 
the upgrade should allow 
the path to cope with an 

increase in visitor numbers.
Filming for the latest 

Transformers film, The Last 
Night, took place at the loca-
tion earlier this year.

Staff, who are normally 
behind the wheel of small 
white touring coaches, spent 
two days working on the 
route.

Donald Kennedy, High-
land Council’s Skye access 
officer, said: ‘Visitor num-

bers are now three times 
what they were 20 years 
ago when the path was first 
repaired. 

‘To cope with these in-
creased numbers, the Rab-
bie’s volunteers undertook 
strenuous work transporting 
path material and boulders, 
doubling the width of the 
surface and stone culverts.

‘Large boulder shifting was 
also required to stone-line the 

outside edge of the path and 
this will greatly increase its 
durability.’

Repairs began on the path 
following a ‘tie-up’ between 
Rabbie’s and the Staffin 
Community Trust (SCT).

SCT chairman Donald 
MacDonald said: ‘We are 
delighted that this new 
partnership project has now 
started and welcome the sup-
port received from Rabbie’s.’

Skye access o�  cer Donald Kennedy with Rabbie’s sta�  and, 
inset, Quiraing is a popular location for Hollywood � lms.

James Kennedy, his wife Sarah, Norrie MacLean of the FWMSC and Sue Keen from Fort William Town Team help answer questions about the pontoon extension. 
Inset: the plans for the latest phase of Fort William’s pontoons.

A CONFISCATION order against a man 
found guilty of human trafficking is set to be 
resolved early next year.

Shamsul Arefin is currently serving a pris-
on sentence after being found guilty of eight 
offences under the Asylum and Immigration 
(Treatment of Claimants etc) Act 2004 in 
Fort William Sheriff Court in July 2015.  

Among the charges, Arefin, who was the 
owner and operator of a hotel, was found to 
have arranged or facilitated the arrival of 
four men into the UK with ‘intent to exploit’ 
them.

The offences occurred between November 
2008 and May 2010 at the Stewart Hotel, 
Duror, and elsewhere in the UK and Bang-
ladesh.  

On July 24, 2015, Arefin who was 41 and 
married with a young child, was sentenced 
to three years’ imprisonment.  According to 
the court judgements, the sheriff took into 
consideration a delay which had occurred 
since the crime took place but also the fact 
that the exploitation involved obtaining 
almost £70,000 from the complainers and a 
requirement that they work for something in 
the region of £100 per week.  

Further, the fact that Arefin’s previous 
convictions include an assault upon his wife 
from 2007 and two sexual assaults upon hotel 
employees, who had come from abroad, in 
2013, was also said to have some bearing on 
his punishment.

An appeal was lodged by Arefin on March 
16, 2016, which was refused.

Arefin’s case called at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on Monday  November 7 where a con-
fiscation order for the proceeds of crime was 
discussed. It was heard that Arefin’s date of 
release is the ‘end of December or beginning 
of January’ and that Arefin should appear in 
court on February 1 and on March 29, 2017, 
when matters are to be resolved.

Confi scation 
order against 
traffi cker



Bagpipes and an anchor from 
two famous Argyll ships
ARGYLL and Bute has more than 2,000 miles of 
coastline so it’s hardly surprising it is littered with the 
remains of hundreds of shipwrecks of all ages. 

One of the most notable is the paddle steamer Comet, 
which went down in a storm in 1820. The Comet is 
probably one of the most famous ships in maritime 
history because it was the first paddle steamer to run 
commercially in Europe. 

Built in 1811 for Henry Bell of Glasgow, and named 
after a meteor which appeared during her construc-
tion, she was 45 feet long by 10 feet wide, weighed 28 
tons and was fitted with two paddle wheels although 
she was later lengthened and re-engined. 

About 4.30pm on Friday December 13, 1820 – not 
a good day for superstitious travellers – while passing 
through the treacherous Dorus Mor on her way from 
Fort William to Glasgow, the Comet was hit by a squall. 

Ten minutes later, in strong currents and near 
darkness, the little vessel was driven broadside onto 
the Craignish Point where she broke in two. There was 
no loss of life but by the following morning she was a 
total wreck. The engine was subsequently recovered, 
being used for many years to drive the machinery in a 
Glasgow coach-building works and later in a brewery. 
It was presented to the Science Museum in London 
in 1862.

Shortly after the wrecking, two men, Alan MacDou-
gall and Malcolm MacKinnon from Kinuachdrachd 
near the north end of Jura, were fishing for lobsters 
between there and Crinan when they saw a wooden 
box floating along on the ebb tide. 

They retrieved it and found that it contained part of 
a set of bagpipes which they recognised as belonging 
to the piper who was employed by Henry Bell to play 
whenever the Comet stopped to pick up passengers 
between Glasgow and Fort William and to entertain 
them as they sailed. 

It would be nice to think that Comet’s piper, whoever 
he was, stood playing on the deck as the ship went 
down just as Wallace Henry Hartley, English violinist 
and band leader, was seen doing in James Cameron’s 
1997 epic film Titanic. 

We may never know exactly what happened, but it 
seems unlikely as the pipes were not abandoned to 
the waves but tucked inside their box which must have 
bobbed to the surface – albeit less than complete.

For years the pipes were treasured by the Mackinnon 
family until they left Jura and settled elsewhere in 
Argyll. They were stored in an outhouse and gradually 
forgotten about until a few months ago when I was con-
tacted by one of Malcolm’s descendants who, knowing 
I would be interested in their history, invited me to 
look at them. 

Unfortunately, neither the pipes nor their box have 
any distinguishing marks to show who made them or 
when, but Professor Hugh Cheape, a leading scholar in 
the history of the Highlands, who has a longstanding 
academic interest in the Highland bagpipe and its 
music, culture and history, tells me they might date to 
around 1820. 

Perhaps if they are ever restored, Robert Robertson, 
my fellow Oban Times columnist, might compose a 
tune with a suitable title to commemorate their return 
to the Argyll scene?

As you read this, residents of Strontian, near the 
head of Loch Sunart, are trying to raise the necessary 
funding to lift an object belonging to another vessel 
unique in the shipping history of Argyll. 

The Floating Church of Strontian was one of the most 
extraordinary vessels ever built in Scotland. 

When the Free Church broke away from the Church 
of Scotland in 1843, the new congregation asked the 
Episcopalian landowner for a piece of land on which 
they could build a new place of worship.  He refused. 

Although it was a time of great hardship, £1,400 was 
somehow found in the area to have a floating church 
built in a Glasgow shipyard. It was launched in 1846 
and towed to Strontian by two steam tugs and moored 
offshore.

It was an impressive vessel, almost 80 feet long, 24  
feet wide and 27 feet high. It came with a pulpit and 
seating for 400 people. Worshippers walked miles to 
attend and were rowed out in boats. The hull had a 
Plimsoll line showing that for every 100 people aboard 
it sank by an inch. Ten years later, in strong winds, she 
broke free of her anchors and was washed up onto a 
nearby beach. 

There she lay continuing to provide a place of wor-
ship and a primary school until 15 years later when the 
laird relented and gave a plot of land for a stone church 
to be built. No longer needed, the floating church was 
dismantled and sold to a Clydeside scrap dealer for 
£40. 

In 2016, a local diver found one of the anchors. The 
village would like to bring alive the story of its famous 
floating church by raising and conserving it. A total 
of £6,000 is needed to meet the costs. Find out more 
about the project and how you can help by going to 
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/raise-the-anchor.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com  
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TWO KINLOCHLEVEN High School 
teachers have taken part in the Stonewall 
Scotland School Champions programme, 
which aims to create ‘a safe and welcom-
ing learning environment for pupils of all 
backgrounds’.

Michelle Du Preez and Chloe Putton 
volunteered for the event which tackles 
homophobic, biphobic and transphobic 
(HBT) language and bullying, which is 
said to be widespread in UK schools af-
fecting young people’s ‘well-being as well 
as their attendance and attainment’.

Kinlochleven head teacher Rebecca 
Machin said: ‘Apart from this being the 

right thing to do, research shows that 
secondary schools which take an active, 
positive approach to tackling HBT lan-
guage and bullying get the best results.

‘Celebrating difference and tackling 
bullying helps to promote an environment 
for students that is conducive to optimal 
learning and development. 

‘We know that bullying of all kinds can 
have a profoundly damaging impact on 
young people’s secondary school expe-
rience. I am very proud of my staff for 
taking this on board and working together 
to make sure that this does not happen at 
Kinlochleven High.’

LOCHABER Community Wind 
Band raised £450 for Parkinson UK – 
Lochaber support group at a concert 
in Kilmallie Community Centre.

The well-attended event on Sunday 
October 30 featured a varity of ar-
rangements, including Celtic Dances, 
Mambo No.5 and the Duke Ellington 

composition It don’t Mean a Thing. 
Tea and home baking was enjoyed at 
the interval before a raffle was drawn 
and the programme resumed with 
Rocky by Bill Conti.

A band spokesman said: ‘The wind 
band thanks the audience, those who 
helped out at the concert and the 

generosity of people who contributed 
to the raffle. 

‘The wind band is always on the look-
out for new players of brass, woodwind 
and percussion instruments. Contact 
us through our Facebook page or 
telephone 07809 258759 for more 
information.’

PLOCKTON play area committee held a Hallowe’en 
disco in Plockton Hall on Friday October 28. 

Thirty-three children attended the event which raised 
£165 for play area funds.  

The following morning, the children’s party committee 
held a coffee morning in Plockton hall which raised 
£530.

THE SECOND annual Plockton clean-up was held on 
Saturday October 29.

Children from the primary school helped with the tidy 
up filling three skips.

A PLOCKTON couple celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary last month.

Mr and Mrs Gerry Henderson from the Haven Hotel 
celebrated the milestone by inviting villagers to a func-
tion in the Plockton Hall.  

Addie Harper and his band from Wick supplied the 
music and there was an excellent buffet.

PLOCKTON and District Community Council met in 
Plockton Hall on Monday October 10.

The main item discussed was roads. It was also noted 
work in Harbour Street had not been completed and 
that Innes Street and the Airstrip Road need urgent 
attention.  

PLOCKTON Small Boat Sailing Club ended the sum-
mer season with its annual general meeting.

Twenty members attended the meeting in Plockton 
Hall. Treasurer Ian Taylor submitted a ‘satisfactory 
report’ and noted 17 more members had joined the club.

Nine office-bearers were appointed and eight commit-
tee members elected.

Robin Smith was selected as commodore. Robin’s 
father and two brothers were previously commodores at 
the club.

Other appointments were: vice commodore Ruth 
Scott; treasurer Ian Taylor; racing and sailing secretary 
Alexander Mackenzie; main instructor Tristan Southall;  
timekeeper Sarah Bruce; welfare officer Fiona Macken-
zie and social secretary Islay Macrae.

Secretary will be Neil Macrae, whose father held the 
position from 1969-1987.

Next year’s regatta fortnight will be held from July 24 
to August 5.

LAST month Plockton saw only 1.5 inches of rain which 
equalled the amount in June.

There were 19 dry days with temperatures reaching 
18°C on the warmest days and 2°C on the coldest.

AN ENTERPRISING effort by 
Banavie Primary School pupils raised 
£500 for charity.

Primary six pupils hosted a coffee 
morning at the school late last month 
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

The students sent out invitations 
to friends and family and asked the 
whole school to contribute home-bak-
ing. 

The youngsters also helped serve 
at the event, with boys wearing bow 

ties and girls wearing handcrafted 
headdresses.  

A school spokesperson said: ‘It’s 
amazing what you can do with a bit of 
card and a little bit of lace.  It was a 
great effort all round.’

A HALLOWE’EN party was brought back from the 
brink thanks to community support.

Glencoe Heritage Trust (GHT) was asked to start 
organising parties in 2002. Under the watchful eyes of 
the late Lucy McColl and her sister, the late Cathy Mc-
Coll, and friends, the events proved popular with some 
attracting as many as 100 children from nearby villages.  
This year however, the celebration was in jeopardy 
because of a double booking.

Rosalin MacDonald, trust secretary, explained: ‘As 
GHT wished to give something back to the community 
which supported them, we agreed, although it was new 
territory for us. 

‘With the help of Sandra MacMillan, Ballachulish, 
we began an annual event in Glencoe village hall which 
continued until this year when we tried to book the hall 
but were informed it was already booked. We quickly 
contacted Ballachulish Hall Committee who kindly 
offered their hall for the event. 

‘Mums and dads from Glencoe and Ballachulish deco-
rated the hall and organised music.’

Sixty-five children attended the party, now in its 14th 
year, and a raffle raised £150 which will go towards next 
year’s event.

AN ENTERPRISING group of 
students is fundraising to give a retro 
caravan a little bit of love.

Run by pupils from Kinlochleven 
High School, Kinlochlovin’ is a social 
enterprise and registered charity 
offering support to vulnerable and 
disadvantaged youngsters in the 

school’s catchment area. The pupils 
have set up their own enterprise 
groups to help raise money to support 
additional extra curricular activities 
such as Duke of Edinburgh. The 
group makes numerous products such 
as soaps, candles and postcards which 
they currently sell within the school 

but they are keen to get out more in 
the local community and have set up a 
crowdfunding page so they can spruce 
up their caravan and set it up as a 
mobile shop.   

To support Kinlochlovin’ visit 
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/kin-
lochlovin-mobile-shop.

MORVERN
lines

Ian Mackinnon with the Comet bagpipes which his 
forebear rescued. Photograph: Iain Thornber.

Banavie Primary School pupils prepare for their co� ee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. Photograph: ABrightside 

Photography.

John Whyte conducts the wind band at their charity concert. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Plockton

Glencoe

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Banavie coffee morning boosts cancer charity

Michelle Du Preez and Chloe Putton who took part in the Stonewall Scotland School 
Champions programme.

Two teachers are real champions

Band’s fundraising concert raises the right notes 

Pupils’ appeal to get caravan shop on the road

COULD YOU
BE MOVING
FASTER
ONLINE?
Fibre broadband is hare in the 
Highlands and Islands

Check and Order
www.hie.co.uk/fibrefast #Hector
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As part of the University 
of the Highlands and 
Islands we can deliver 
here in Argyll and 
the Isles, where the 
requirement for this 
quali� cation is ”

Fraser Durie
Principal of Argyll College UHI

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Take the first steps by contacting us today
web: argyllcollege.ac.uk
call:  01631 559 500

Oban Centre,
Glenshellach 
Business Park, 
Oban, PA34 4RY

Call us, visit our website or come down 
to your local centre to speak to our 
friendly staff and find out how we can 
help you to learn, achieve and advance 
towards your future.

Apply Now 
for our 
January

Start Courses
The PGDE is the graduate 
entry route into teaching in 
Scotland and is now available 
to students via Argyll Col-
lege UHI. Our programme 
for primary teaching is well 
established and we plan to 
introduce a programme for 
secondary school teachers in 
session 2017-18, depending 
on demand. 

The PGDE consists of 18 
weeks of study at the Argyll 
College UHI’s Oban centre, 
plus 19 weeks in profes-
sional practice in schools 
throughout Argyll and Bute. 
A Gaelic pathway is available 
for those already fluent in the 
language.

Vital practical skills
Lyndsey Collins is a current 

student and is loving the 
course. She said: ‘I initially 
thought I’d have to leave 
Oban and move back to Glas-
gow to undertake the Profes-
sional Graduate Diploma in 

Learn to teach in Argyll
If you already have 
a degree and would 
like a career in 
teaching, you might 
consider studying 
for the Professional 
Graduate Diploma 
in Education (PGDE) 
right here in Argyll 
with the University 
of the Highlands 
and Islands. 

Advertorial

Education, so when I learned 
that the course was available 
at Argyll College UHI I was 
delighted.

‘The school placements give 
an excellent context to dev-
elop teaching 
practice and 
vital practical 
skills, and 
the staff in 
schools are 
really sup-
portive.’

Course tutor 
C a r o l i n e 
Boyle added: 
‘We currently 
have students 
from all over 
Argyll who combine the uni-
versity study weeks in Oban 
with teaching practice nearer 
to their homes elsewhere in 
Argyll.

‘The balance of the course 
allows the students to learn 
from teachers in schools, and 

put into practice all they are 
studying at university. I am 
delighted to be supporting 
such a dedicated and hard 
working group of students, 
seeing them develop their 

skills, and 
gain in con-
fidence as 
the course 
progresses.’

F r a s e r 
Durie, prin-
cipal of Ar-
gyll College 
UHI, said: 
‘We are de-
lighted that 
the PGDE 
in primary 

education is becoming such 
an integral and successful 
part of our curriculum and 
we are excited about the 
prospect of introducing the 
secondary teaching option 
in the coming academic 
year. Previously, students 

would have had to leave the 
area to access this level of 
qualification. As part of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands, we can deliver 
here in Argyll and the Isles, 
where the requirement for this 
qualification is. It’s particular-
ly pleasing to have the diploma 
available with a Gaelic-medi-
um pathway thereby reflecting 
the linguistic heritage of Argyll 
and Bute.’

Information event
If you’d like to find out 

more about the PDGE, go 
along to an information event 
on Thursday December 15 
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm in 
the Argyll College UHI 
Oban centre at Glenshellach 
Business Park. 

This event can also be 
attended by video link from 
any Argyll College UHI cen-
tre. Contact your local centre 
or Jen McFadyen on 01631 
559509 to book.

Cash boost for 
winter festival

Pensioner � ned 
for causing crash

Biker just escapes 
losing his licence

OBAN’S 10-day winter festival 
received a £3,500 cash boost 
from Scottish Sea Farms to cover 
the cost of street entertainment. 
The festival, from November 18-
27, contributes more than  £1m to 
the local economy. Chairwoman 
Pamela Lockhart said: ‘Sponsor-
ship support is really important 
to us, as the costs of putting on a 
good festival increase every year.’

A SPEEDING biker who pled 
guilty to driving  at 90 miles 
per hour along the Arrivain 
straight on the A85 near Tyn-
drum narrowly avoided losing 
his licence at Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday.

Neil Grant, of East Kilbride, 
came to the attention of police 
on June 4 after he drove at 
excessive speed in the 60mph 
area. Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC 
� ned Grant £300 and gave him 
six penalty points. 

A LOCHGILPHEAD man who pled 
guilty to overtaking a car causing 
a oncoming vehicle to end up in 
a ditch was given a £400 � ne at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on Monday.

John MacPhee, 71, of 2 Dun 
Mor Avenue, Lochgilphead, said 
he made an ‘error of judgement’ 
on April 14 on the A816 near 
Knipoch.

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC said 
that while she was not taking 
away MacPhee’s licence, she 
wanted Mr MacPhee to take 
more time when driving. 

Flag returned to 
grateful owner

Dads jailed for dealing drugs
TWO middle-aged fathers from 
Oban were jailed this week for 
dealing drugs worth more than 
£1,600.

Many who knew the men as 
neighbours and friends have 
called the crime unbelievable, 
as they were not high profile 
drug users but family men who 
held down jobs and were part of 
the wider community.

Iain MacEwan, an HGV 
driver from Oban, pled guilty to 
collecting drugs in a car park in 
Bowling, near Glasgow, before 
dropping the ‘package’ in Oban. 

He was sent to prison for eight 
months on Tuesday morning. 

Co-accused Lawrie Campbell, 
52, was sentenced to seven 
months for having amphet-
amines in his possession with 
the intent to supply others.

The men appeared in Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday.

Father of three MacEwan, 44, 
of  Pinmacher, Polvinster Road, 
worked for Oban Express, and 
had been an HGV driver for 23 
years when police were alerted 
by an eyewitness who saw him 
pull into Littlemill Court in 
Bowling.

The eyewitness believed she 
had seen an illegal transaction 

and contacted the police. 
MacEwan was then witnessed 
by officers who saw him arrive 
in Oban.

He drove to Glengallan Road 
where co-accused Campbell, of 
7 Jura Road, Soroba, handed 
over a plastic bag.

The bag contained almost 
one kilogram of amphetamine. 
Campbell admitted paying £800 
for half the drugs while the other 
half would be sold on. 

MacEwan was sacked by Oban 
Express on Monday. His so-
licitor, Kevin McGinness, said 
MacEwan knew his behaviour 
was reckless and stupid. 

He also claimed MacEwan 

did not know what was in the 
package and hadn’t asked the 
man from whom he picked up 
the package.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
said she didn’t believe his evi-
dence. She said; ‘A man of your 
age is sent to pick up a package 
in Glasgow and you don’t ask 
what it is. You are just doing 
someone a favour.’

During the sentencing hear-
ing, Campbell’s defence agent,  
said he was making ‘progress’ in 
giving up a 15-year addiction to 
amphetamines.

Campbell lived with his wife 
and daughter, and he claimed 
they had no idea about his ad-

diction or his selling of amphet-
amines. His place of work wrote 
to the sheriff to say that while 
they did not know about the 
drug use in the first place, they 
had noticed an improvement in 
the storeman’s work.

Sheriff Anderson said the two 
men had failed to prove their 
behaviour had changed because 
they would not tell police the 
names of the people who sup-
plied the drugs to them.

The sheriff added: ‘I have 
thought very carefully about 
this matter. Albeit the court has 
heard about the lack of knowl-
edge of the drugs in possession, 
you both colluded to bring 

drugs into Oban. You abused 
your position to do so.

‘You both put illegal drugs 
into the supply chain.’

As they were led from the 
dock, the families of both men, 
who were in court, wept. 

After the trial, a former neigh-
bour of one of the  men said it 
was ‘absolutely unbelievable’. 
The man, who did not want to 
be named, said: ‘These were 
men we knew and worked with. 

‘They held down long-term 
jobs and to all intents and pur-
poses were good family men. 
But instead they were supplying 
dangerous drugs into the com-
munity.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A FLAG in support of Dunbeg motorcycle racer 
John McPhee that was stolen by a ‘vagrant’ has 
been returned after being found by police.

The bespoke flag was taken on Monday evening 
before the man, who is believed to be homeless and 
walking across Scotland, made a victory dance in 
front of the Dunbeg shop’s CCTV camera.

An outraged Murray Young, one of the owners 
of the shop, took to Facebook to rant about his 
missing flag that he had specially made.

He put some footage of the man online in order 
to find him and have his flag returned.

That’s when Police Constable Jade Sutherland, 
from Oban Police Station, stepped in. She picked 
up on a lead from one of the comments on the 
Dunbeg shop Facebook page.

Constable Sutherland then worked with her 
colleagues Constable Lara Noble and Detective 
Constable Alasdair Dewar, who found the man 
near to Balvicar and retrieved the flag.

The man, who has not been named by police, 
was then given an official warning for theft. He 
was also offered help and support by officers for a 
number of issues.

PC Sutherland returned the flag to Dunbeg 
Stores and into the safe hands of Mr Young and 
his colleague Willie Dunlop. Mr Young said: 
‘Great work all round.’ 

TIMESLINE
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Days gone by … women at the Mòd

Social media

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Marie MacInnes, who now lives in Glasgow, wrote to us to say: ‘ I refer to your preview of this year’s Royal National 
Mòd in The Oban Times dated October 13, and speci� cally to the photograph on page 18 which referred to Kenneth 

Thompson’s coo-ing women. You asked if anyone knew them.  They are, left to right, Ann MacDonald (wearing 
glasses), Mary Ann  MacKinnon, Ishbel Lamont (Mòd gold medallist), Jan Docherty and Ann MacDonald.

Tiree Gathering 
weekend approaches 
AFTER a very successful Lewis/
Harris Gathering last weekend, 
everyone is now looking forward to 
the annual Tiree Gathering weekend 
beginning with a concert on Thursday 
November 17 in the Partick Burgh 
Hall. 

Gordon Connell will be chairing 
the evening, with Ellen MacDonald, 
Calum Ross, Arthur Cormack and 
the Rowan Brothers all performing.

Trail West are providing the music 
for the dance on the Friday night. 
Gunna Sound will play in the Park 
Bar during the day and in the evening 
on the Saturday – a great tradition of 
the Tiree Gathering. 

That night, I am going to be in the art 
school playing a show with my band, 
Tide Lines. Tickets for this gig sold out 
last week, which is hugely pleasing. It is 
going to be some weekend. 

Trying to pay with 
Lochaber currency
I MADE a very Highland mistake 
the other week in a Glasgow petrol 
station. 

I was returning to the city on the 
Sunday morning after a lovely evening 
back home at the ceilidh in memory of 
Charlie MacColl. 

Having filled my car up with fuel, I 
stood in the queue waiting to pay. The 
attendant informed me that my petrol 
bill was £40. 

I was pretty certain that all I had 
were two £20 notes, so I put my hand 
in my wallet without checking, felt the 
rustle of paper between my fingers, 
lifted them out and extended them 
over the counter. 

The gentleman stared at me. Turns 
out, I had handed him my raffle tick-
ets from the ceilidh the night before.

And, believe it or not, you can’t pay 
for petrol with blue 71-75. 

Anyone putting on a ceilidh in Glas-
gow in the coming weeks must remain 
vigilant. This man might appear with 
my raffle tickets and try to win a prize.

Clydebank ceilidh 
THE next Clydebank ceilidh is in 
the Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick, on 
Friday November 11 at 7.30pm. 

The chairman for the evening will be 
Alasdair MacMillan, and the artists are 
Rhona Morrison, Satunum McIlroy, 
Norman MacKinnon and Seonaidh 
Rostant. Willie Scott is the accor-
dionist, Kirsteen Grant the accom-
panyist and Robert Wood the piper. 

What’s on
Friday November 11: Jura Gathering 
in the St Vincent Bowling Club at 

7.30pm.
Thursday November 17: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering concert 
in the Partick Burgh Hall. 
Friday November 18: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering dance 
in Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday November 19: Gunna 
Sound in the Park Bar afternoon and 
evening. 
Saturday November 19: Tide Lines in 
the art school, Glasgow, with support, 
at 7pm. 
Wednesday November 23: Ceol is 
Craic screening of documentary 
‘A Fàgail Mhiughlaigh / Leaving 
Mingulay’ in the CCA at 7pm.
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association, annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.

Pub scene
Park Bar:
Friday November 11: Deoch ’n’ 
Dorus.
Saturday November 12: Heron 
Valley.
Sunday November 13: Morino Day. 
Islay Inn:
Friday November 11: Parting Glass.
Saturday November 12: The 
Raggaels.
Wednesday November 16: quiz night. 

THE decision by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee to 
waive the rules over the construc-
tion of housing that breaches regu-
lations was widely condemned.
Jenny Low blasted: ‘This is shocking! 
They should be demolished!’
Councillor Julie McKenzie praised: 
‘Great to see the local paper covering 
Ann’s case so comprehensively – an ap-
pallingly bad decision by some of my 
colleagues on the council yesterday.’
Laura Cook raged: ‘This makes a mock-

ery of the planning process!!! Some of 
us had to follow the rules to the letter. 
This is just so very unfair, I cannot un-
derstand how it can be allowed.’
Gus Laurenson posted: ‘Just another 
example of ‘’who you know’’ as 
McLeods can do pretty much as they 
like in Argyll and Bute. Surprised Rory 
Colville had time to attend this meeting 
as he is obviously too busy to attend to 
his constituents issues!!’
Norman Martin wrote: ‘Utterly 
disgraceful treatment of a pensioner 

who has given immense service to the 
community over 40 years.’
Gill Currie said: ‘A disgrace!’
There was praise for St Conan’s Kirk, 
which was listed among the top 10 
buildings in Scotland from the past 
100 years.
Robert Scotland wrote: ‘Well worth 
a visit if you’re in the area, It’s just an 
amazing building:-)’
Joyce Downey agreed: ‘It is a beautiful 
church on the loch side worth stopping 
to visit.’

MUN ÀM A BHIOS sibh a’ leughadh 
seo bidh ceann-suidhe ùr air Stàitean 
Aonaichte Ameireagaidh, tè de na 
dùthchannan as cumhachdaiche air 
thalamh. 

Dùthaich a tha cuideachd ga meas 
fhèin mar dhachaigh saorsa agus 
deamocrasaidh, agus tè a sheasadh na 
còraichean sin air feadh an t-saoghail. 

Le còrr air trì ceud millean de 
shluagh tha in-imrich thar nam bli-
adhnaichean air fìor mheasgachadh 
cultarail a chruthachadh feadh nan 
Stàitean, ach mar a tha gu mì-fhor-
tanach fìor  ann an dùthchannan eile 
cuideachd, cha do dh’fhàg an t-eòlas 
ioma-chultarail sin Ameireagaidh 
saor bho ghràin-cinnidh. 

‘S dòcha nach b’ e annas a bh’ ann 
gun do nochd beagan den sin anns an 
iomairt ghuinich a th’ air a bhith a’ dol 
airson dreuchd a’ Chinn-suidhe thar 
nam mìosan a chaidh. 

Ann am beachd eòlaich b’ i seo an  
t-strì phoilitigeach a bu shalaiche 
agus bu nimheile a bha riamh anns 
na Stàitean Aonaichte, agus cha b’ 
iongnadh ged a bhiodh a’ mhòr-chuid 
den t-sluagh toilichte an taghadh a 
bhith seachad.  

Ach ‘s neònach gun tig sìth eadar na 

prìomh thagraichean agus cuid den 
dlùth luchd-taice, chaidh cus càinidh 
is droch-bheul a thilgeil eatarra.

An e ladarnas a th’ ann dhòmhsa 
neo do dhuine sam bith eile taobh 
a-mach nan Stàitean a bhith a’ toirt 
beachd air gnothaichean poilitigeach 
Ameireagaidh? 

Aig deireadh cùise ‘s ann aig an 
t-sluagh mhòr Ameireaganach a 
bha an co-dhùnadh ri dhèanamh, 
ged a bhiodh cuid againne ann an 
dùthchannan eile ga mheas annasach 
gur iad dithis aig an robh le chèile 
uimhir de dhroch chliù airson caoc-
hladh adhbharan a chaidh an cur air 
adhart airson na dreuchd as àirde nan 
dùthaich. 

Ach ‘s i seo cuideachd tè de na 
dreuchdan as àirde agus as cum-
hachdaiche san t-saoghal, agus sin 
an t-adhbhar dha daoine air feadh 
an t-saoghail ùidh a ghabhail anns an 
taghadh seo, agus theagamh dragh a 
ghabhail cuideachd. 

Tha mòran ann an Ameireagaidh 
air a bhith ag ràdh anns na meadhan-
an gum bheil siostam riaghlaidh na 
dùthcha aca air fàs coirbte agus gum 
bheil e cus fo smachd bhuidheann 
beag den aon teaghlaichean agus gun 

robh taghadh Dhòmhnaill Trump, a 
bha bho thaobh a-mach na buidhne 
sin, na dhearbhadh air mì-riarachas 
luchd-bhòtaidh. 

Aig àm sgrìobhaidh seo chan eil 
fios agamsa de bhuil a bhios air an 
taghadh, a rèir nan tomhas bheachd 
tha an taic dha Hillary Clinton agus 
Dòmhnall Trump an ìre mhath 
co-ionann. 

Ach chan eil teagamh nach fhaicear 
buaidh co-dhùnaidh mhuinntir Am-
eireagaidh air margaidean ionmhais 
an t-saoghail, agus gu ìre air chorei-
gin bidh buaidh aig na gluasadan sin 
oirnne uile cuideachd.

AS I WRITE opinion polls are 
placing Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump equal in the fight to win one of 
the world’s most powerful positions.

Reading this, you will know the 
outcome of what has been described 
as the bitterest presidential campaign 
in United States history, and the de-
cision of American voters will impact 
the world to some degree. 

We pray it will be for better.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Doctor was not 
‘speeding’ at 102mph
Sir,
I see that a local doctor has been fined 
and disqualified for driving at 102 
miles per hour in Glencoe (The Oban 
Times, October 13). 

In the absence of any danger – and 
there is no report of any member of 
the public being involved or affected, 
the most likely casualty being a stray 
deer and there are too many of those 
already – it is difficult to see what 
purpose this serves other than to 
deprive an already staff-strapped 
NHS of an expensively-trained and 
highly-skilled doctor.

The offence here was not speed-
ing, which is travelling at a velocity 
inappropriate to all the prevailing 
conditions, but exceeding a statutory 
speed limit. 

The problem with statutory limits 
is that people drive to them and this 
de-skills the art of controlling a vehi-
cle. There are many occasions when 
60 can be too slow, just as 30 can be 
too fast in adverse weather or traffic 
conditions. 

Annual fatalities in the UK have 
stuck at around the 1,800 mark for the 
past six years and the decrease in the 
six years prior to that is more due to 
improvements in car design and the 
protection of occupants rather than 
any enforcement activity. 

It is time the police and regulatory 
authorities realised that existing 
transport policies are not working 
and looked at alternative strategies. 
Indeed, there is an argument for the 
abolition of all speed limits and the 
promotion of better driving. 

It is estimated that if the driving 
test standard were increased to Police 
Class 2 or Institute of Advanced 
Motorists level, road casualties would 
be reduced by 75 per cent, but this is 
a politically unacceptable solution 
as the resulting loss of revenue from 
road tax, fuel duties and VAT, plus 
increased reliance on an already 
overloaded public transport system is 
too high a price for any government 
to pay.

So we are left with a compromise 
where the police are happy to hide in 
the bushes with their speed guns and 
pursue motorists for fixed penalties 
while ignoring the real issues and, in 
the process, irreparably damaging 
their reputation in the eyes of the 
public. 

The police will say, of course, that 
they do not get the money from fines 
but this is being economical with the 
truth. It is collected by central gov-
ernment but paid back to them via the 
so-called ‘safety’ partnerships, thus 
keeping police vehicles on the road 
which would otherwise have to be paid 
for out of their general subvention.

It is time that the fixed limit and 
penalty regime is consigned to the 
dustbin of history where it belongs 
and driver behaviour is assessed using 
the IAM original motto of ‘Skill with 
Responsibility’.

Only then will we see an acceptable 
attitude to road safety and a reduction 
in casualties.

Andrew Green,
Dal Ghorm House, Ardtoe. 

Corran Halls site is not 
suitable for skate park
Sir,
As a frequent visitor to the area of 
Oban in front of the Corran Halls 
which has been suggested as a possible 
location for a skate park, the sight of 
visitors and locals sitting on the grass 
always impresses me.  

I often see couples and families 
having picnics, enjoying the views 
over the sea to the Sound of Kerrara, 
Lismore, Mull and Morvern, and 
watching the parade of ferries, fishing 
boats, yachts and cruise ships passing 
through the narrows.

It is a very inappropriate site for a 
skate park, being adjacent to the war 
memorial. There is also a lovely family 
memorial in the park to the memory 
of two young fishermen who drowned 
not far from here while working. What 
would become of it?

Do we want Oban and its lovely 
bay and seafront to be turned into a 
Blackpool-type theme park?

There are plenty of opportunities 
for young folk to get involved in sport 
apart from their disruptive activities, 
such as football, rugby, angling, shinty 
and sailing, as well as all the facilities 
at Atlantis. And there is community 
work.  

If we consider skateboarding and 
BMX biking to be sport, there is 
spare ground at Atlantis between the 
children’s play area and the car park 
that could provide an area to accom-
modate the activities and bring them 
under the Atlantis sporting umbrella.

Another possible site is where there 
was a skateboarding facility between 
Mossfield and the rugby park but, un-
fortunately, this was vandalised and 
burned to the ground some years ago.

Also the proposals for the lovely 
green at the Corran Halls, lovingly 
tended colourful displays by our town 
gardeners and also adjacent to a war 
memorial would be inappropriate.

Tam Robertson,
Laurel Crescent, Oban.

Community council 
supports skate plan
Sir,
We would like to express our support 
for the group which has recently been 
established for proposed skatepark in 
Oban. 

This is a project which Oban 
Community Council has long been 
in favour of, and we look forward to 
giving this group as much support as 
we can to help get this project off the 
ground.

Andrew Vennard,
Secretary, Oban Community Council.

Provide helicopters 
for our rural MPs
Sir,
The MPs Brendan O’Hara and Ian 
Blackford are right to draw attention 
to the geographical problems arising 
from the proposed changes to par-
liamentary constituencies in western 

and northern Scotland (The Oban 
Times, October 27). 

There is, however, a need to recog-
nise that electors need representation, 
not over- or under-representation, 
and low population density brings 
its problems, particularly given the 
topography and its control over land-
based travel. 

After all, residents of Glasgow might 
feel unhappy if their MP represented 
80,000, while those of the Highlands 
each represented much fewer, unless, 
perhaps, the ocean intervenes.

For the Highlands, as significant 
an issue besides time spent travelling 
the constituencies is that individuals 
may have limited access to their MPs 
in the event that they wish to raise 
personal problems. 

This, itself, might be considered as a 
serious limitation on fair representa-
tion. Exacerbating the issue is that 
limited broadband in the Highlands 
and Islands can often preclude use of 
the internet as a means of face-to-face 
consultation. 

Given the multiple geographical 
problems, it might be considered rea-
sonable that MPs with geographically 
extensive constituencies such Argyll 
and Bute be provided with helicopter 
transport to serve their widely dis-
persed constituents.

Ian Reid,
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

Well done for holding 
o�  cials to account
Sir,
I was delighted to read that the 
Standards Commission for Scotland 
has decided in favour of Councillor 
Michael Breslin’s principled stance on 
councillors’ rights to hold council em-
ployees to account for their actions. 

A healthy democracy requires more 
than just voting every so often – it is 
also essential that we scrutinise those 
involved with government, at what-
ever level, in between elections. 

At a national level, the select com-
mittees of the House of Commons do 
excellent work in this regard. 

Cabinet ministers, civil servants, 
business leaders – in fact, anyone with 
a hand in public life – are subjected to 
incisive questioning. 

One spectacular example of his 
process has exposed the looting of 
the pension funds of thousands of 
shop workers and may result in the 
stripping of the knighthood from the 
perpetrator. 

Anyone who thinks that this is a 
bit far removed from our own quiet 
backwater in Argyll should think 
again  as our chief executive is paid 
almost as much as our prime minister, 
after all. 

I can see no reason why, however 
highly they think of themselves, our 
own local ‘high heid yins’ should not 
be similarly examined.

So thank you, Councillor Breslin, 
for sticking your head above the par-
apet on our behalf and I am delighted 
that at least one other, Councillor 
George Freeman, has spoken in his 
support. Are there any others?

Stuart White,
Struan Cottage, Minard.

IT IS heartening to report today that elections are 
scheduled to take place that hopefully will allow a new 

Fort William Community Council to be constituted.
However, for that to happen, it is essential that 

community-minded individuals step forward to offer 
themselves as candidates.

As we report today, the community council foundered  
earlier this year because of frustrations felt by its 

members and an inability to recruit or retain people 
prepared to serve.

Fort William clearly has a vibrant community and 
so we would urge everyone in the Fort William area 
who cares about the town and its environs to consider 
putting themselves up for election.

The position is voluntary but the rewards to be had 
would be considerable and much appreciated.
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Sport

Football

Ten pin bowlingTHE FIRST matches have been 
played in Fort William’s 10-pin 
bowling league.

After week one, teams 
Alleycats and The Shambowls 
are at the top of the scratch 
division with the maximum five 
points, while British Legion 
Fort William are in third with 
three points.

In the handicap division, 
Alleycats are the only team with 
the maximum of five points, 
closely followed by British 
Legion and The Shambowls, 
both on three points.

Individually, the best game 
in week one came from Pam 

Inverurie Locos 3 
Fort William 0 

FORT William performed 
‘admirably’ in the first half of 
their game against Inverurie at 
the weekend but were defeated 
in the end by the home side.

The Fort looked to be going in 
level at the break but the home 
side took the lead on the stroke THE ANNUAL Eddie’s 

half-marathon, organised by 
Lochaber Athletics Club, was 
held on November 6 and attract-
ed a field of 121 runners for the 
13.1-mile course, which takes 
in the scenic Caledonian Canal 
from Banavie to Moy.

Dumbarton Athletic Club’s 
James McLaughlin and Peter 
Currie set the early pace, with 
John Yells of Lochaber fol-

THE THIRD Haldenby 
Strongman Classic event has 
raised more than £2,000 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

The challenge, which was held 
last Saturday, is named after 
strongman Mark Haldenby, who 
sadly died last year after losing 
his battle with cancer.

Mark attended the event the 
first time it was run, helping 
to raise money for the cancer 
charity, but this was the first 
year without him.

Mark’s wife, Caz, Haldenby 
and daughters Jorja, Ebony 
and Priya were on hand during 
Saturday’s event and handed 

THE LOCHABER welfare 
league could be set to end after 
60 years.

The once-popular football 
league, which used to have two 
divisions, has dwindled this 
season with six teams starting 
but only four finishing.

Fort William Under-17s and 
champions Caol United pulled 
out during the season leaving 
Mallaig, Ballachulish, Nevis 
Range and Tekkerslovakia to 
finish the depleted season. 

Ronald Wegner, league 
organiser, said: ‘Despite teams 
only playing once a week from 
April to August and the league 
subsidising the cost of playing 
parks, there seems a lack of 
interest and commitment from 

BALLACHULISH shinty 
lotto numbers this week (No-
vember 6) were 8, 17 and 20.

No winners again this week, 
so it goes to a £600 draw next 
week.

The numbers for Sunday 
night’s draw of the Caol Com-
munity Centre bingo were 5, 7 
and 11. No winners, so up to 
£300 for next Sunday’s draw.

Caol Regeneration lotto 
numbers for November 3 
were 5, 7 and 19. There were 
no winners so today’s draw 
(November 10) has an £800 
jackpot.

Winning numbers in the 
Fort William Golf Club lotto 
draw on November 3 were 1, 
7 and 14. 

There was no winner so 
£700 is available in today’s 
draw (November 10). 

The annual Eddie’s half-marathon took place on Sunday where runners took o�  from Lochaber High School.

lowing close behind in his first 
half-marathon. 

Despite an excellent perfor-
mance completing the course 
in one hour, 18 minutes and 18 
seconds, John couldn’t match 
the experience of the two Dum-
barton runners with McLaughlin 
crossing the line first in one hour, 
16 minutes and 41 seconds and 
Currie just behind in one hour, 16 
minutes and 57 seconds.

In the ladies’ race, it was again 
Dumbarton setting the pace 
with Lindsey Currie dominating 
from the start and cruising to 
victory in one hour, 27 minutes, 
five seconds. Amanda Blackhall 
of Lochaber claimed second in 
one hour, 34 minutes, 18 sec-
onds after a sprint finish which 
saw Amanda just edge out Rit-
chie Collins in a thrilling finish. 
Nicola Flynn of Falkirk Victoria 

Harriers took third in one hour, 
37 minutes, two seconds.

Ben Smith of Motherwell 
Amateur Athletic Club was first 
male veteran 40 and Tim Brand 
of Lochaber took the male vet-
eran 50 prize. Tomoyo Fujiwara 
was first female veteran 40 and 
Lucy Prins of Lochaber first 
female veteran 50.

William Goldie added to the 
prizes for Dumbarton with 

the male veteran 60 prize and 
Pamela Bridge, unattached, 
took female veteran 60.

Colin Tipping from Strathearn 
Harriers showed age is no barrier 
taking the male veteran 70 prize 
in two hours, seven minutes.

Lochaber AC thank all the 
marshals and helpers who make 
the race possible and Ben Nevis 
Distillery for their continued 
support donating prizes.

On the run in Eddie’s half-marathon 

Glen Fell tussles with Loco’s Neil McLean. Photograph: Brianbat 
Photography © 2016 Brian Battensby

of half-time through Andy 
Hunter. And then a quickfire 
double from Joe McCabe early 
in the second half saw the win 
and points secured.

The Fort will travel to Dudg-
eon Park to face Brora Rangers 
this Saturday, November 12.

Ronald Wegner and Angus MacKay, process planning manager for 
Marine Harvest, present Mallaig captain Neil Cameron with the 

trophy.

players wanting to play 11-a-side 
football . 

‘The chances of Lochaber 
producing any more top class 
players seem remote and it is 
feared this year could be the 
last welfare league. It has always 
been popular in the past.’

This year’s worthy league 
winners were Mallaig FC, who 
won the 2016 welfare league 
after suffering only one defeat 
all season.

The club were also crowned 
champions of the John Baird, 
Uisdean MacDonald and Adrian 
Duthie cups.

Mallaig’s Andy Cunningham 
was the league’s player of the 
year and Ross Douglas top 
scorer.

Winners at Saturday’s event, left to right: Aysha Azzoug, Ewan Choi, Eben van Wyke, Caitlyne Riley, 
Ewan Massie, Allan McCallum, Stuart Whyte, Gary Robertson and Shauna Moar with, front, the 

Haldenby family, Caz, Priya, Jorjia and Ebony.  Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

out the trophies to the day’s 
winners.

Strongman and friend of 
Mark, Stuart Whyte, told The 
Oban Times: ‘We asked Caz if 
she wanted us to hold the event 
again this year and she was 
delighted that we wanted to. 
I think they all really enjoyed 
themselves.’

Four events took place on 
Saturday for both competing 
strongmen and strongwomen to 
take part in – Viking press, tyre 
flip, deadlift for reps and atlas 
stones. There was also a display 
from Fort William cheerleaders 
Ben Nevis All Stars.

Lottery 
jackpots 
increase

Weller of Alleycats with 192. 
Pam also had the handicap 
game of 222 and the top two 
game scratch series with 326.

The top two game handicap 
series was tied with Pam and 
Tony Whitelocke (Alleycats) 
both rolling 384.

The best team scores of the 
week were all taken by Alleycats 
with a scratch game of 615, 
handicap game of 775, two game 
scratch series of 1,197 and two 
game handicap series of 1,517.

Bowlers return to league  

Fears over league future

Strongman Classic 
raises charity cash 

The Fort William table tennis league has begun again. Practice for the new season kicked o�  recently at the Nevis Centre and the club 
is on the lookout for new members. There are six tables available for practice and league matches which take place on Monday nights 
between 6.45pm and 9pm. A spokesman for the club told The Oban Times: ‘New members are always welcome, and you don’t need to 

be an expert as coaching is given to beginners.’ To � nd out more, go to the club’s website http://tabletennisfortwilliam.org.uk.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 10, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)
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Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.14 3.1 07.52 1.7 14.42 3.6 20.37 1.5
Fri 03.03 3.3 08.56 1.4 15.26 3.8 21.29 1.2
Sat 03.42 3.6 09.48 1.1 16.06 4.1 22.15 0.9
Sun 04.19 3.9 10.36 0.8 16.46 4.3 22.59 0.6
Mon 04.57 4.1 11.23 0.6 17.26 4.4 23.41 0.5
Tues 05.37 4.2 12.09 0.5 18.06 4.4  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.24 0.4 06.18 4.2 12.56 0.5 18.47 4.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8
9

8

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Light north westerly winds
 Temperatures 3°C to 7ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperature 8°C

Weekend Light rain forecast
Outlook Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.


