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A FIVE week old grey seal pup 
is recovering at Oban Sea Life 
Sanctuary after being left in a 
car boot for 24 hours.

Assumed abandoned 
The lively pup was found and 

lifted by a well-meaning passer 
by at Glenbarr on the Kintyre 
peninsula, who assumed it had 
been abandoned.

However, rather than phone 
the Scottish Society for the Pro-
tection of Animals (SSPCA) or 
the Sea Life Sanctuary to seek 

advice, the individual picked up 
the creature and put it in their 
car.

The SSPCA were contacted 
the following day and the pup 
was taken to the Sanctuary at 
Barcaldine, near Oban, for vital 
care.

Thankfully the pup is doing 
well and hopes are high it can 
be released back into the wild at 
the turn of the year.

Aquariaist Gareth Harriman 

health of the pup, but their own 
safety, highlighting that even a 
pup can be dangerous – even if 

‘Thankfully, he’s doing really 
well,’ said Gareth. ‘But at the 
end of the day, he’s wild and 
that’s one of the biggest reasons 
we say stand away from them if 
you see them on the beach.

‘This person picked him 
up and put him in the back of 
their car, where it was kept 
for 24 hours.  The pup would 

have been left on the beach by 
the mother who would go off 
to feed for a couple of hours 
before coming back. Once its 
come back and found her pup 
is no longer there, that’s it, they 
don’t come back looking.  

‘Also, once a pup is handled 
by a person it won’t be accepted 
by the mother.

‘For all those reasons, we tell 
people to stay away and contact 
the SSPCA or ourselves if you 
have concerns.’

Bidders will have a chance to name the rescued five week old pup and be there at his release as part of a silent auction to raise money 
for charity. 16_t46seal2

Seal pup locked in car boot for 24 hours

Rest and be 
Thankful work 
delayed - again
Legal wrangle stalls progress 
on landslide diversion route

REPORT by 
STEVEN FLANAGAN

co.uk

Another retail door closes 
on Oban’s George Street

Council claims no bill from 
‘Old Bill’ stalls payment

Tourism leader 
honoured at awards

THE OBAN TIMES is search-
ing for an Angel of the Year.

We’re asking readers to nomi-
nate individuals for our Angel 
of the Year title – and the £500 
prize that goes with it. Two run-
ners up will each receive £100.

Editorial director, Stewart 
MacKenzie, said: ‘Our Angel of 
the Year will be someone who 
embodies strong community 
spirit  and makes a vital contri-
bution to their town, village or 

For further details see page 26

DECLINING footfall to Oban’s 
George Street, inadequate cus-
tomer parking and expensive rents 
and rates forced The Pancake 
Place’s decision to close its town 
centre business next month.

Trading more than 20 years 
Angela Dunn, owner of the com-

pany, said she is deeply unhappy 
at having to close the eatery at 
95-97 George Street, which has 
been trading in the town for more 
than 20 years.

closure on December 3, but Ms 
Dunn said it was vital to protect 
the rest of the chain.

It becomes the fourth business 

in the stretch of George Street 
between the cinema and Stafford 
Street to close its doors in recent 
months. 

High rent and rates
Stead and Simpson’s shut up 

their shoe shop on Sunday, while 
Clinton Cards ceased trading 
in May – although a decision 
had been taken to close the store 
before the company went into 
liquidation.  

The Winehouse also closed its 
doors, but it is understood the 
owners plan to reopen the shop.

Explaining the decision, Ms 
Dunn said: ‘People I’ve spoken to 
from Oban say it is very expensive 

to come here.  
‘Our rent went up by more than 

rates.  

you see when you drive into Oban 

there are lots of empty shops or 
charity shops. 

‘The lack of parking doesn’t 
help either and what’s there leads 
people to the wrong end of the 
town.’

She supported the Oban BID 
movement, saying: ‘At least 
they’ll be thinking about the town 
centre.’ 

Searching for an 
Angel of the Year

AN OBAN tourism operator has been 
honoured for his services to the industry 
at this year’s Thistle Awards.

Ian Cleaver, who runs Dalmally coach 
tour company Highland Heritage, was 
presented with this year’s Silver Thistle 
Award by Mike Cantlay, chairman of 
VisitScotland.

started with a guest house in Oban after 
leaving the merchant navy. He built the 
company and now owns four hotels and 

guests on tours and has been known to 
personally provide entertainment in the 
evenings.

Mr Cantlay said: ‘This country is 
known for hospitality and an experience 
that makes all our guests feel special - Ian 
has this central to business philosophy, 
and has become a legendary ambassador 
for Scottish tourism because of it.’

FOUR months after starting a 
pilot scheme to enforce on-street 
parking restrictions, police in 
Oban have not received a penny 
for their labours – following 
a misunderstanding over an 
invoice.

Nearly 500 parking tickets 
were issued to motorists by 

the three-month pilot scheme, 

week in October this year.

this week that it is concerned it 
has received no payment from 
Argyll and Bute Council, as The 
Oban Times went to press.

But Argyll and Bute Council 
says it will pay the police the 
estimated £1,650 it owes when it 
receives an invoice.

Oban Police chief inspector 
Julie McLeish said: ‘We thought 
the method of payment had been 
agreed but that is obviously not 
the case and this will be ad-
dressed.’

for Christmas this weekend 
when the second annual Winter 
Festival gets underway.

Festive spirits are high as the 
10-day programme of events 
starts tomorrow (Friday), with 
this year’s Victorian Steam Train 
theme sure to inspire businesses 
and locals alike.

Described as ‘for the com-
munity, by the community’, last 
year’s inaugural festival was a 
huge success, helping generate 
an additional £1million for the 
local economy.

One of the organisers, Pamela 
Lockhart, said: ‘People are get-
ting excited about it and we’re 
urging everyone to come out 
and support what is a real com-
munity celebration.’

Some 65 different events and 
attractions have been arranged 
for this year’s festival.

The full Winter Festival pro-
gramme appears in our special 
Christmas pull-out on pages 14 
and 15.

Winter 
Festival
gets
underway

Ward re-opens
THE OUTBREAK of norovirus 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban looks to have halted after 
NHS Highland reported no new 
cases over the past week.

Restricted admissions to the 
affected Ward B have been 
lifted and a spokesman for NHS 
Highland said the hospital was 
operating normal visiting hours.

Five patients and several staff 
at the ward contracted the virus.

CONTINUED delays to secur-
ing the Old Military Road at the 
Rest and Be Thankful mean a 
landslide diversion route won’t 
be ready until at least February.

Legal complications over the 
purchase of the road from a pri-
vate landlord mean completion 
of the A83 bypass is now nearly 
four months behind schedule. 
Once a deal is agreed, construc-
tion is anticipated to take nine 
weeks.

‘Optimistic’
When he announced the forma-

tion of the Task Force comprising 

stakeholders in August, then in-
frastructure minister Alex Neil 
said the diversion would be open 
‘by November at the latest’.

But as landslide warning lights 
were switched on again on Tues-
day, fresh fears were expressed 
that the work will take even 
longer in the winter weather.

Now members of the Scottish 
Government’s A83 Task Force 

ability is at risk over limited 
progress and a lack of commu-

Describing Mr Neil’s initial 

statement as ‘optimistic’, Jane 
MacLeod, secretary of the Mid 
Argyll Chamber of Commerce, 
said: ‘There’s been a lot of frus-
tration, although much of the 
problem is outwith the control 
of the Task Force or Transport 
Scotland.

‘We are pressing on them that 
there appears to be a lack of 
communication. I’ve sent two or 
three emails about the diversion 
route since the Task Force’s 

out anything at all. I ended up 
having to phone.

‘They are forgetting to com-
municate with the Task Force on 
how the negotiations are going.’

While the second Task Force 
meeting on October 15 was 
seen to be positive, no date has 
yet been set for the November 
meeting.

Jane added: ‘If the next meet-
ing is organised quickly and we 
get good news on the diversion, 

it will be okay. If it drags on 
beyond the next meeting we will 

‘We have been fortunate with 
the rain so far. Other parts of 
Scotland have been very wet.

when they’re coming to Argyll is 
‘what’s happening with the Rest 
and Be Thankful’? The situation 
is damaging to everyone in 
Argyll.’

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland told The Oban Times 
it was hopeful of concluding the 
deal to purchase the Old Military 
Road in the near future, adding 
the delay has allowed extensive 
survey work to be carried out to 
aid construction.

The spokesman said: ‘Exten-
sive mitigation work at the Rest 
and Be Thankful continues. 
Transport Scotland remains 
committed to putting in place 
measures to mitigate against 
landslips on the A83. We will 
provide a further update to the 
community shortly.’

It is anticipated that a report on 
possible long-term solutions will 
be presented at the next meeting 
of the Task Force.

Young Oban musicians gain three-year 

Oban High School Pipe Band   
Picture www.scotphoto.com

OBAN High School’s music 

the tune of tens of thousands 
of pounds, thanks to one of 
the town’s Celtic supporters 
clubs.

The Celtic Charity Fund’s 
music programme will pro-
vide money over the next three 
years for four schools, three of 
which are in Glasgow.

But while looking to help a 
school outside of Glasgow  to 
help, the club’s charity fund 

came across the Oban No.1 
Celtic Supporters Club, which 
decided to channel the funds 
through Oban High.

Peter Bain, head teacher at 
Oban High School, said: ‘We 
believe we have a responsibil-
ity to ensure that all of our 
youngsters achieve the best 

‘We also believe that we 
need to nurture and develop 
their social, emotional and vo-
cational knowledge and skills 

to enable them to achieve their 
full potential throughout their 
lives. The support and invest-
ment provided from the Celtic 
Music Programme will make 
a great contribution to the 
development of a Traditional 
School of Music in Oban.’

Celtic’s Music Programme 
is supported by Celtic Charity 
Fund and a number of private 
individuals and foundations 
with substantial experience in 
educational philanthropy and 

in the music industry, with 

investment of £120,000.
Oban No.1 Celtic Sup-

porters Club president John 
MacInnes said: ‘We are proud 
and privileged to be involved 
with the Celtic charity music 
programme, successfully 
directing funding into Oban 
High School. We hope the 

will help pupils achieve their 
aspirations.’
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THE HOLLY tea, an annual 
event which raises funds for the 
Oban multiple sclerosis (MS) 
Centre, has been a roaring suc-
cess after raising approximately 
£840. 

The event saw keen bakers 
make a range of cakes and treats, 
including mince pies, which 
were served with coffee and tea. 

Despite the cold and damp 
weather, the fundraiser had 
a very good turnout. Sandra 
Owens, manager of the MS Cen-
tre, said: ‘The event has been 
running for more than 10 years 
and this year has been very suc-
cessful. The money raised will 
go to general running costs.’

Sandra added: ‘I want to say a 
big thank you to all the helpers 
and supporters that have come 
today and were coerced into 
helping.’

A card sale was also held at St 
John’s, which raised £63.

CHILDREN at an Oban nursery have been 
busy collecting Christmas gifts for people 
around the world who are less fortunate.

The youngsters at 1st Steps Day Nursery 

essential items as well as toys for the Blyths-
wood Care Shoebox Appeal.

The scheme has been organised by the 
nursery cook, Shauna MacKenzie, who 

thought it would be a ‘good idea to teach 
the children about sharing’. She said: ‘With 
Christmas coming up it is letting the chil-
dren know it is not just about toys. A lot of 
the things in the boxes are just essentials like 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. We have had a 
huge response, around 25 boxes, which all 
go on Friday.’

Shauna also organised a nursery sponsored 

walk earlier in the year which raised £700 
for Mary’s Meals. Unlike that cash, which 

will be distributed to countries in Eastern 
Europe in time for Christmas. Boxes will 
also go to India and Pakistan in January 
and February. Last year’s Blythswood Care 
Shoebox Appeal saw 119,283 shoeboxes 

Rural skills and 
youth employment 
in spotlight
A NATIONAL summit in 
Oban on rural skills and 
youth employment heard a 
hand-in-hand approach between 
business and local authority will 
help drive the local economy.

Rural affairs secretary 
Richard Lochhead said the 
example set by the Chambers of 
Commerce in Moray following 
news of RAF closures to drive 
development and recruitment 
should be used as a template for 
economic recovery.

Youth employment minister 
Angela Constance, meanwhile, 
said local government procure-
ment reform will mean more 
money spent in their region, 
helping preserve local jobs and 
develop training programmes.

THE FUNDRAISING appeal 
on Islay to help a 12-year-old 
girl go to America to receive 
cancer treatment continues with 
gusto.

More fundraising events have 
been planned in support of the 

Ciara Caskie Allan Appeal. A 
rugby ball run and a quiz night 
took place last weekend, with 
four more events planned soon. 

Brain surgery 
Ciara recently had brain 

surgery in Glasgow’s Yorkhill 

to Oklahoma for proton therapy 
to treat a brain tumour. The 
surgery lasted six hours but was 
successful. She is now recover-
ing in hospital.

A sponsored rugby ball run 

took place on November 10. 
Members of the rugby club, 
Port Ellen Football Club and 
crew members from HMS Van-
guard ran from Portnahaven to 
Port Ellen carrying the ball. In 
the evening there was a quiz 

night in the Bowmore Hotel. 
Other planned events include a 
cheese and wine evening at the 
Gaelic College, an island wide 
walk on Islay and a walk around 
Strathclyde Country Park in 
Motherwell.

Befriending week 
celebrates work 
of dedicated 
volunteers
A VOLUNTEER service is 
encouraging people to seek help 
if they are feeling lonely as part 

Befrienders in Argyll and 
Bute work with children and 
people who are feeling isolated 
or alone due to a range of issues 
such as mental health, old age, 
homelessness or disability. 

Befriending Week celebrates 
the work of trained volunteers 
who take time to chat to 
vulnerable people who need the 
service. 

Befriending co-ordinator 
Cathi Bertin said: ‘We would 
like to thank our brilliant 
volunteers for supporting many 
lonely people over the past 
year.’

The service is currently 
looking for more volunteers 
across Argyll and Bute. 

Contact cathibertin@
btconnect.com for more 
information.

Allan Dunnings, vice 
president of Oban 

Camanachd, hands over the 
keys to the club minibus 
to Lisa Anderson, Oban 

Hospice community services 
co-ordinator, after the club 
agreed to let Oban Hospice 
use the bus during the week 

for day trips, such as visits 
to the hydrotherapy centre 
in Fort William. The club’s 
committee unanimously 
backed secretary Fiona 
Livingston’s proposal to 

allow the group use of the 
bus indefinitely when not 

being used by shinty teams. 
MacQueen Bros has allowed 

the bus to be stored at its 
yard at Glengallan. 16_t45bus01

Mull timber firm 
goes for biggest 
skyline in Europe
A FORESTRY skylining 
company from Mull is about 
to receive delivery of two of 
the biggest machines in the 
European timber industry.

Calum Duffy, who owns 
Duffy Skylining, is awaiting 
the delivery of a custom-built 
skyline, used for transporting 
felled trees on a steel cable 
highline to another location. His 
new skyline will be the biggest 
in Europe. 

He is also expecting to receive 
a new timber harvester for fell-
ing and cutting trees which will 
be one of the biggest excavator 
machines in Europe. 

Calum said: ‘The outlay on 
these new machines is very 
substantial and I received no 
help from any funding bodies.

‘We travel all over the west 
coast for work and currently 
we are in Ullapool where the 
machines will be delivered to.’

He is hoping to receive his 
new machinery within the next 
two weeks. 

1st Steps Nursery youngsters with the Christmas gifts they have collected to send to people around the world less fortunate than 
themselves,. 16_t46nursery01

New cycle path to be 
completed at Barcaldine

Some of the organisers of the holly tea: Carol MacDougall, Irene Robertson 
and Liz MacKenzie. 15_t45hollytea1

MS Centre 
Holly tea 
raises £840

Shinty club shares bus with hospice

Generous youngsters share festive cheer

No let-up in Islay bid to raise treatment cash for Ciara

A NEW stretch of cycle path 
is to be built at Barcaldine as 
the charity behind building the 
route continues negotiations to 
establish a full Oban-Connel 
link.

Sustrans, the charity funded 
by Transport Scotland, hopes 

to North Ballachulish route by 
April 2015 in the wake of new 

proving popular with cyclists 
and walkers.

However, negotiations with 
some land owners are taking 
longer than expected, hindering 
construction.

Work continues to progress, 
however, with a bridge over the 
River Duror completed earlier 
this month to provide parents 
with an alternative route to the 
village’s school.

Work will start next year to 
extend the southern end of the 

Mull Lines

PUPILS at Lochdonhead Primary School have been proudly 
showing off the trophy they won at a recent tag rugby festival.

The youngsters participated in the event at Garmony on 
Saturday November 3 as part of a Mull and Iona wide schools 
golden challenge.

The winning team consisted of Ewan Robertson, Struan 
Ramage, Ewan Callander, Henry Lines and captain Charlotte 
Lines.

Charlotte said: ‘Even though the weather was very cold and 
very wet, we all really enjoyed ourselves and played extremely 
well.  

‘We would like to thank Mrs Whyte and David Callander for 
all their hard work and help with our team.’

The winning youngsters from Lochdonhead Primary School 
with their trophy. 

A beach on the Isle of Iona was illuminated last Monday night 
as residents from across the island came together to celebrate 

Guy Fawkes night. An enormous fire was lit on the beach at 
Martyrs’ Bay and some cracking fireworks lit up the starry sky 

to the delight of spectators young and old.

CHILDREN on the Isle of Iona were kept busy making props 
for a touring show that visited the island last week.

Islanders followed the tales of villagers on the Isle of Mickle 
as they discovered the Crown of Destiny, which had been on 
show in the local museum, was a fake.

The news was discovered when the display case which held 
it was damaged in a storm. However, after a vote it was agreed 
that the truth should be told - it is the crown of Scota the Bard 
of Scotland.

A ‘very entertaining’ night was had on Iona on October 30 
when storyteller Andy Cannon, along with Kirsty McDuff 
and Wendy Weatherby, took the Mull Theatre production of 
Scota-land to the village hall. 

MULL-BASED Gaelic singer-songwriter Alasdair Whyte is 

videos for a selection of his songs.                
 The contest forms a new music video category at the Gaelic 

Ardgour, have been chosen for the competition. 
Eight new songs by up-and-coming Gaelic musicians have 

also been selected.                                                     
The creation of the new songs was part of collaboration 

Taigh Oran/Songhouse. Its aim is to encourage emerging tal-
ent in Gaelic music and gives new singers and songwriters a 

music and media talent and we are very grateful for the 
-

Sustrans director John 
Lauder: ‘People want to see 

these sections completed and 
we want to do that as soon as 

we can.’
history project. 

of gathering research for a project about paintings in the 
Highlands and Islands. 

the area.  

The aim of her project is to discover stereotypes in the way 

people felt about this, as well as how people lived in the past.

gathering research before writing her project up, in Gaelic. 

New laws       
for private 
landlords

Charles Evans, an artist of 
television fame and author of 
many popular books on paint-

ing, was in the Lorn area last 
weekend. He demonstrated 
his skill with watercolour to 

Oban Art Society on Friday at 
the Lorn Resource Centre and 

on Saturday Charles held a 
workshop on acrylic painting in 
Appin. Charles kindly donated 
the two watercolours from his 

demonstration to Oban Art 
Society to raise funds in future. 

PRIVATE landlords are being 
reminded to take heed of a new 
law governing deposits which 
came into force this week.

From Tuesday, anyone who 
accepts a deposit for the lease 
of a property – either starting or 
renewing - will have to put it in 
the hands of an approved third 
party within 30 days.

Highlighting the scheme, 
Argyll and Bute Council advise 
landlords will have to provide 

-
tion including the amount of the 
deposit and the scheme where 
the money is being held until it 
requires to be repaid. 

The landlord will be asked to 
provide proof of registration 
with the council when the 
deposit is paid over. Failure to 
place the deposit or provide the 
required information will mean 
tenants can seek up to three 
times the deposit amount from 
the landlord through the courts.

One of the approved schemes, 
Letting Protection Service 
Scotland, has already held four 
events across Argyll and Bute 
over the last two months. The 
other schemes available are 
Safe Deposits Scotland and My 
Deposits Scotland. 

Landlords should contact their 

out how to place their deposits. 
Lead councillor for housing 

George Freeman said: ‘I would 
encourage private landlords to 
make sure they are up to speed 
with this new legislation.’

More information regarding 
private landlord registration can 
be found at www.argyllbute.gov.
uk/privatelandlords.

Barcaldine stretch of path to 
Dalrannoch Farm and to extend 
the southern stretch of the 
Benderloch path. 

It is hoped a complete Oban to 
Connel route will follow shortly 
afterwards. The sustainable 
transport charity’s Scottish 
director John Lauder said: ‘It’s a 
30 mile route and 20 miles of the 
path is built, so we’re two thirds 
of the way there. 

Completed 
‘Negotiations are continuing 

with landowners across the 
length of the route,’ he added.  

‘People want to see these 
sections completed and we want 
to do that as soon as we can.

‘The Oban to Connel route 
is one that is of a very cyclable 
distance, so it is one we want to 

‘We have an excellent budget 
from Transport Scotland that 
will take us through to 2015 and 
we’re still on track to have the 

However, Mr Lauder admits 
having a cycle path along the 
A85 won’t necessarily remove all 

not sure the road riders would 
really want to use our path and 
I’m not sure the path is the right 
place for them,’ he said.

‘If you’re walking the dog or 
cycling at a relatively sedate pace 
you don’t want to see a cyclist 

Feedback from the completed 
parts of the network has been 
positive, with businesses 
reporting an increase in trade as 
a result.

Favourable
He said: ‘We received some 

paths is steadily increasing and 
we’ve had some very favourable 
comments from bed and 
breakfasts and pubs, so it’s been 
very positive for the area.

‘One of the other things we’ve 
started recently is putting up 
interpretation panels along the 
route and some signs.  It’s been 
very popular.’

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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TWO MOTORISTS escaped 
serious injury after a car crash 
on the A83 near West Loch 
Tarbert on Monday. 

A lorry and car collided at the 
West Loch Shores Caravan Park 
at 11.05am but neither driver 
was hurt.

A PENSIONER was airlifted to 
hospital with a suspected back 
injury on Monday after a car 
crashnear the Ardfern junction 
on the A816 Lochgilphead to 
Oban road.

The 65-year-old woman had to 
be cut out of the car by rescue 
crews. She was taken to Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital 

Hospital for further treatment.
The accident happened at 

11am when the car veered 
off the road and onto the 
embankment near the telephone 
exchange in Ardfern. Fire and 
rescue crews from Lochgilp-
head and Tarbert attended the 
scene in addition to police.

A man travelling in the car 
was not injured during the 
incident.

Woman airlifted 
after Ardfern crash

Drivers escape 
injury near Tarbert

AN INSPIRATIONAL 11 year 
old from Appin will be part of 
a BBC Children in Need radio 
documentary to be broadcast 
tomorrow (Friday).

Cameron Allen, who suffers 
from a severe form of Brittle 
Bone Disease, will be featured 
in BBC Scotland’s Pudsey Pays 
Out programme being aired 
between 12.30pm and 1pm.

The determined Strath of 
Appin Primary pupil, who has 
to overcome regular breaks in 
his bones, has ambitions to be a 
Paralympian. Earlier this year 
he raised around £6,000 for the 
Brittle Bone Society through a 
sponsored silence.

Appin boy in radio 
documentary

THE ECHOES of the Mòd 
concert will be held in Oban 
next weekend for anyone who 
wants another chance to see 
some of this year’s Royal 
National Mòd winners in the 

The event will take place in St 
John’s Cathedral on Saturday, 
November 24 from 7pm. 

National Mòd 
echoes at Oban

TALKS between Argyll and 
Bute Council and Historic Scot-

Primary School de-listed have 

The Oban Times revealed 
in January that the authority 
wanted to de-list the Stevenson 
Street building, with no bidders 

meeting the £475,000 asking 
price.

The main building, boundary 
wall and playground shelter are 
all Grade B listed, meaning po-
tential developers would have to 
take cognisance of its character 
when redeveloping it.

While de-listing would remove 

this condition and pave the way 
for substantial development or 
demolition, Historic Scotland 
have so far refused to budge 
from the building’s protected 
status.

No formal application has yet 
been made, however.

A council source told The 

Oban Times: ‘We still want it 
de-listed but there’s no progress 
yet. Talks will continue.’

Historic Scotland said: ‘There 
has been no formal application 
to demolish the former Rock-

in discussion with Argyll and 
Bute Council about whether a 

positive future can be found for 
the building.’

Proceeds from the sale of 
the building would go into the 
authority’s education budget and 
while two bids were submitted 
for the building at the end of last 
year, their offers fell some way 
short of the council’s valuation.

Originally built in 1894, the 
school has remained dormant 
since 2007, when pupils trans-
ferred to the new Joint Primary 
Campus in Soroba.

When closed, the building 
already suffered from a leaky 
roof and a poor general state of 
repair. 

Talks over de-listing former Oban school fail to find solution

Town backing 
X Factor’s Ella

-
erson took another step towards 
winning the contest at the week-
end, thanks in part to her family 
fanbase in Oban.

The town has adopted the 16-
year-old singing sensation after 
her uncle and aunt, Andrew and 
Angie Henderson, began throw-
ing X Factor parties for friends 
and erected a banner of support 

is also one of their banners in the 
centre of town.

Andrew and Angie’s sons, An-
drew junior and Craig, also live 
in Oban and work with their dad 
at Breedon Aggregates. Another 
Breedon workmate is Andrew’s 
brother, David, who lives on 
Lismore.

Having been to see Ella sing 
live on the television show, 
where they met judge Louis 
Walsh and all the competitors, 
Andrew and Angie said their 
girl had a chance of winning 
– but urged Oban Times readers 
to support her.

Andrew said: ‘She was one of 
the bookies’ favourites but she 
needs the votes now because 
I don’t think she is getting the 
right songs to sing.

‘She is working really hard 
– about 12 to 15 hours a day. 
It has been tough but she is 
enjoying every minute of it and 
she gets on well with the other 
contestants, especially Rylan 
Clark, who has become a great 
support for her.’

Andrew says his father, Wil-
lie, was Ella’s inspiration to 
start singing and the Grimsby 
girl performed her own song, 
dedicated to her grandfather, at 

‘She is only 16 but from the age 
of four she was always singing,’ 

X Factor star Ella Henderson is the only remaining girl in the 
competition.

Andrew and Angie Henderson from Oban meet up with their 
niece, Ella, at the X-Factor live shows. 

said Andrew. ‘I remember at 
family parties we would have 
the karaoke machine out and my 
father would tell her to go and 
get her microphone. 

‘It was just one of those plastic 
ice-cream cones but there she 
would be, in her pyjamas, sing-
ing into her ‘microphone’ all 
night.

‘My father basically tutored 
her in the early years. I just 
wish he was still here to see this 
because he would have been so 
proud of her.’

Ella, who has studied at Tring 
Park School for Performing Arts 
in Hertfordshire from the age of 
11, is the only remaining girl in 
the X Factor competition.

CONFUSED Oban residents 
were left wondering if Christmas 
had been cancelled when the 
Argyll Square Christmas tree 
was erected and pulled down on 
the same day.

Not bonnie
Argyll and Bute Council said a 

new – and better – tree was due 
to be in place this week.

The tree went up in its usual 
spot in the centre of the Argyll 
Square roundabout last Thurs-
day, only to be removed by 

Argyll and Bute Council staff 
later that night.

The council said the tree, 
which came at no cost to the 
public purse, just wasn’t bonnie 
enough.

Jim Smith, head of roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘A good 
quality, healthy tree was deliv-
ered and put up in Oban.

‘However, once the tree was in 
place it became clear it did not 
look right and wasn’t balanced 
in terms of its shape.’

Oban’s not very bonnie 
Christmas tree gets chop

THE BOARD who will lead a 
business driven project to revive 
Oban’s town centre is now 
known following the appoint-
ment of directors.

Seven of the 10 places were 

directors representing the leisure 
and hospitality slots arriving on 
the board last Thursday follow-
ing an election.

The new board consists of: Al-
ister Jackson, Jackson the Butch-
ers, Andrew Spence, Homebase, 
Billy Thomson, The Sports Shop, 
David McGregor, Simmers and 
Co, Roseanne Ogden, MacPhee 
and Partners, John Forteith, 
Forteith Foodservice, and Paul 
Sloan, Digital Kangaroo and 
Oban Bay Brewery.

Elected to the board on Thurs-
day from the leisure and hos-
pitality sectors were Raymond 
Hyams from the Queen’s Hotel, 
Lindsay MacDonald from Cor-
ran House and Andrea Simpson 
from Ark Hairdressing. 

The man who chaired the BI-
D4Oban steering group to suc-
cess in establishing Scotland’s 

Graham MacQueen, is to step 
aside to concentrate on his other 
commitments. He will remain as 
chairman of the shadow board 
until Christmas.

New
BIDS
Board
named

John Forteith, who worked 
with Graham on the steering 
group, said: ‘I believe I speak on 
behalf of all of the steering group 
in acknowledging Graham’s 
huge commitment over the BID 
campaign, despite the numerous 

demands on his time. His tireless 
work to secure a positive ballot 
was without question a key fac-
tor in the successful campaign.’

With the board now appointed, 
the BID company’s attention 

manager and an events manager 
to lead projects in the town. 

scheme, which formally came 
into operation on October 
31, will generate more than 
£840,000 towards improving the 
town’s trading environment. 

BID4Oban steering 
group chairman 
steps down

GRANTS totalling £650 have helped Oban 
Youth Cafe buy a new pool table, encouraging 
more teenagers to attend the nightly group.

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust donated 
£350 to the cause, while Oban FM Cash for 
Kids granted £300.

Youth leader Lori Hannah said: ‘The pool 
table is the centrepiece of the room but the old 
one was very worn and the more serious play-
ers were starting to play elsewhere, so the new 
table has brought them back. 

‘We average around 20 members every night 
now.’

Graham MacQueen, of the charitable trust, 
described the George Street youth cafe as a 
‘hidden jewel’ in the town. 

He added: ‘The work that goes on here is 
incredible and we are happy to support it.’

Cash for Kids representative Jim Lynch, who 
also volunteers at the youth cafe, said: ‘The 
front door and the kitchen are the next things 
needing updated and the kids have already done 
fundraising for that. 

‘It is a great place where they can come 
after school to hang out with their mates or do 
homework.

‘For a relatively small investment, this table 
will give an immeasurable return.’

Oban Youth Cafe runs Monday to Saturday 
after school, opening 7.30pm – 9.30pm on 
Friday and Saturday nights. 

Donors Jim Lynch and Graham MacQueen try out the new table as Oban Youth Cafe members Carla 
Miller, Josh Marlow and Arno Redlihs look on. 16_t46pool01

Youth cafe gets funding on the table to boost membership

Emergency services 
rush in wrong direction

Bogus workmen target elderly man 

EMERGENCY service vehicles 
attending a road crash, at which 
a woman suffered spinal injuries, 
were delayed after being sent to 
the wrong location.

The road crash, involving one 
car, happened at around 10.40am 
on Monday near Barbreck Farm 
Shop on the A816 Oban to Loch-
gilphead road.

But the Scottish Ambulance 
Service, which received the 
initial call, mobilised ambu-

to Barbreck Farm Bungalow, in 
Kilchrenan – the opposite direc-
tion of the crash.

The mistake was only realised 

for Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
passed the crash near Ardfern 
and phoned the emergency 
services. Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue mobilised the Ardfern 

on the scene at 11.15am – and 
appliances from Lochgilphead 
and Tarbert. The road was closed 
until 1.25pm.

The 65-year-old casualty was 
taken to Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock.

Scottish Ambulance Service 
said: ‘Ambulances are des-
patched based on the informa-
tion available at the time.’

POLICE in Oban have issued a warning 
over bogus callers after an elderly man in 
the Soroba area of the town was targeted by 
so-called workmen.

A group of men claming to be property 
maintenance contractors visited the 78-year-
old man’s house on October 24 and told him 
he needed roof repairs and agreed payment.

They returned on November 7 to tell him 

Knowing this wasn’t the case, the man 

phoned the police. Oban Police Inspector 
Julie McLeish appealed for anyone with 
information about the workmen.

She added: ‘Our message is simple - not 
everyone is who they appear to be so don’t 
be afraid to challenge them or question 
their intentions. If they are genuine, they 
won’t mind. If anyone feels pressurised by 
workmen into getting work done on their 
homes, contact us at the time to allow us to 
investigate.’

C. Hodge Fencing

TEL: 01631 563271
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Trading As Argyll Woodfuels

Wood fuel 
Briquettes for 

It’s that simple

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for a special 
Christmas time 
Lunch or Dinner   

Overlooking the harbour 

Gallanach Road • Oban
01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com
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Morvern Lines
ASH TREES and badgers are in the national news at the 
moment and both are found throughout the Highlands. 

It is worrying to think that the devastating ash dieback disease 
(Chalara fraxinea) has now been recorded perilously close 
to Lochaber at Carrbridge and could soon reach this area if 
stringent controls are not quickly put in place. 

Ash used to be grown in great quantities on the Argyll Estates 
during the 18th and 19th centuries for use in the manufacturing 
of gunpowder at Loch Melfort and elsewhere. Thousands of ash 
trees were planted on the ducal lands in Morvern between the 
head of Loch Aline and Inniemore and on the northern shores 
of Loch Arienas and Loch Teacuis in particular. 

Their descendents, who somehow managed to survive the 

habitat. Their disappearance would have a dramatic impact on 
wild life and the environment as well as the local scenery. 

Anglia in 2009, causes leaf loss and crown dieback and can lead 
to complete tree death. It has wiped out 90 per cent of all ash 
trees in some areas of Denmark and is becoming widespread 
throughout central Europe.  There is no known cure. 

Some 100,000 trees have already been burnt in Britain to try 

imports of ash trees and brought in tight movement restrictions 
to contain the fungus but Holyrood remains worryingly silent. 
There are fears that not enough is being done in Scotland to 
protect a valuable and historical resource.

A CONTROVERSIAL scheme to reduce the badger population 
in England to control the spread of TB in cattle is being 

Various methods are being thought of from complete eradica-
tion to inoculation although how either could be achieved in a 
rural setting has not so far been explained. Fortunately there are 
no proposals to cull badgers in Scotland where TB incidence 
is low. Badgers are mentioned in the Scriptures in Exodus, 
Leviticus and Ezekiel - in the fourth chapter of Leviticus it 
occurs seven times - and their fossilised bones have been found 
in pits in Scotland along with bears and other extinct mammals. 

They don’t appear on record in Morvern until 1843 when it 
was suggested that they might be killing sheep, but as both they 
and their dens - ‘broc’ and ‘garaidh’ - feature among early local 
placenames they have obviously been present for many years.

One was killed on the summit of Ben Resipol, 2,748ft, by 
terriers during a fox hunt in April 1876 and another was caught 
at Inniemore by Mr Baxter, gamekeeper at Ardtornish who kept 
it as a pet. It weighed 20 lbs and was still alive on February 19 
1882 when it featured in The Oban Times of that date. Judging 
by the number of recent road kills along the A884, between 
Lochaline and Carnoch Bridge, badgers would appear to be on 
the increase in Morvern.

THERE was a poignant pause 
on Oban’s Esplanade at 11am 
on Sunday as one of the best 
attended Remembrance Services 
in recent memory was conducted 

The parade from the Corran 
Halls to the Esplanade 
war memorial included a 
combination of Oban Pipe Band 
and Oban High School Pipe 
Band, alongside members of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland’s 
(RBLS) Oban branch. Ross 
Manson and Archie McCulloch, 
who carried the British Legion 
colours and the Queen’s colours 
respectively, were closely 

and ex-servicemen, ranging in 
age from 19 to 93.

Among the organisations 
represented in the parade were 
the three armed forces and their 
cadets, Strathclyde Police and 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
Oban High School and HM 
Coastguard. The parade was 
followed by a procession of 
people, who lined the Esplanade 
for the duration of the service, 
and former Royal Marine, Oban 
High School teacher Frank 

in order. Parade organiser Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, a member of 
the RBLS Oban branch, said: 
‘It was a great turnout and it 
was very encouraging to see 

THE WEST Highlands fell 
silent as the fallen in two world 

commemorated at Remembrance 
Day services on Sunday.

In Fort William, around 
20 wreaths were laid at the 
war memorial in front of 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church of Scotland.

Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson led a parade including 
a 50-strong contingent of Royal 
Marines, representatives of all 
the armed services and members 
of the local branch of the Royal 
British Legion (Scotland) before 
the 11am ceremony.

A sizeable crowd crowd stood 
in silent tribute as as red poppy 
wreaths were placed, one by 

from Liverpool, who had to be 
helped from his wheelchair to 
lay the tribute. A service in the 
church followed.

Wreaths
At Spean Bridge, Councillor 

Henderson, for Highland 

among those laying wreaths at 
the Commando Memorial. The 
Rev Adrian Varwell led the 3pm 
service.

Lochaber ward manager Dot 
Ferguson told The Oban Times:
‘It went very well, there was a 
really good turn out both at Fort 
William and at the Commando 
Memorial. The weather stayed 
dry, which was very welcome.’

On the Isle of Skye, councillors 
Drew Millar Councillor and Ian 
Renwick represented the council 
at a Remembrance Day parade 

10.20am to the war memorial at 

Large crowd 
remembers 
in silence
Biggest crowd in recent times attends 
Oban Remembrance Day service

the Esplanade packed out like 
that. I think Remembrance 
Day is particularly relevant 

Many people’s sons, fathers and 
brothers are on active service in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere. It 
was also particularly poignant 
that Remembrance Day fell on a 
Sunday this year.’

Service as a Depute Lord 

Wreaths were also laid by the 
family of Oban Royal Marine 

in the Falklands 30 years ago. 

wreath for Oban Army Cadets, 

Sailors from HMS Pembroke 

Remembrance Service but 
the ship was delayed in 
Campbeltown because of engine 
problems.

Wreaths were also laid at the 
51st Highland Division cairn, 
outside the Corran Halls and at 

West Coast Motors provided a 
bus and driver to transport the 
elderly and disabled between the 
memorials.

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

REPORT by 

epaterson @obantimes.co.uk

Somerled Square. A service was 
then held at Portree Church of 
Scotland.

At Lochalsh War Memorial 
in Balmacara, Lochalsh Junior 
Pipe Band led the parade of 15 
members of the Lochalsh Branch 
of the Royal British Legion 

and Red Cross.
Bugler Douglas Strachan from 

Breakish played the last post and 
reveille, which followed the two-
minute silence.

As Plockton Music School 
director Dougie Pincock played 
a lament on the pipes, wreaths 

Legion Scotland); Lt. Cdr. Andy 
Will (Royal Navy); Richard 
Talbot (Seaforth Highlanders); 
Corporal John MacLeod from 
Balmacara (Help for Heroes) 
Flight LT Tiffany Lamont from 
Balmacara (RAF); Captain 
Lloyd Burt (local cadets); 
Ann Eadie (Red Cross) and 
Councillor Audrey Sinclair 
(Highland Council).

homily and Dr Cameron Tallach 
conducted a short service 
watched by a large crowd. 
Plockton Primary School laid 
two wreaths at Plockton war 
memorial.

Following the parade a service 

Scotland, conducted by Dr 
Tallach. A collection for the Earl 
Haig Fund raised £245.84.

Provost of Lochaber Allan Henderson places a tribute at the 
Commando Memorial in Spean Bridge on behalf of Highland 

Council.

West Highlands come 
together in tribute

Above: The parade of former 
soldiers makes its way from 

Spean Bridge up to the Com-
mando Memorial on Sunday 

afternoon.

Left: Royal British Legion 
Scotland’s Oban branch 

chairwoman Lesley Blair-
Simmonds prepares to address 
the crowd in Oban, as branch 
members Ross Manson, right, 

and Archie McCulloch carry the 
colours. 16_t46remembrance03

The Rev Ken Hunter led the Remembrance Service in Oban. 
16_t46remembrance05

Commando veteran Jim Kelly gets out of his wheelchair to lay a wreath of 
remembrance at Fort William war memorial.

The Remembrance parade in Oban stops by the 51st Highland Division memorial 
cairn outside the Corran Halls. 16_t46remembrance07

MORE than 350 young musicians 
from schools across the Highlands are 

-
gest event of the year – their annual 
showcase concerts.

The day long music festival in Os-
prey Arena at MacDonald Aviemore 
Resort on Saturday will feature 
eight different groups of performers, 
opening at 2.30pm with the Highland 
Schools Wind Band. They will be 

before the Highland Youth Big Band 
takes the stage at 3.50pm.

The festival of music continues 
with the Highland Youth Pipe Band 

at 4.30pm then the Highland Youth 
String Orchestra at 5.40pm. Tradi-
tional music group ’Snas will play at 
6.20pm, the Highland Youth Choir at 
7pm and the festival will end with the 
Highland Regional Youth Orchestra 
performing at 7.40pm. 

Highland Council music develop-

‘The musical groups give young play-
ers the experience of performing live 
and the chance to develop their skills 
beyond any opportunity available in 
individual schools. Everyone taking 
part, including the tutors, have been 
working very hard and gearing up for 

this event which is the highlight of the 
year. I hope as many people as pos-
sible take this opportunity to come 

festival will have something for eve-
ryone and is a great way to celebrate 
the talent and dedication of our young 
musicians.’

The musicians, aged 10 to 18, are 
members of eight Highland regional 
music groups organised and run by 
Highland Council. Membership for all 
groups is by invitation after an audi-
tion day held in May each year.  Some 
of the musicians are also members of 
national instrumental ensembles.

School musicians’ showcase event Caol driver who 
refused breath 
test is fined and 
banned for year
A CAOL man stopped by 
police for suspected drink 
driving refused to give a breath 
specimen without his lawyer 
present.Adam Watson, of 71 

to failing to give a breath 
specimen in Fort William Police 
Station on October 13. 

The 25-year-old offshore 

banned from driving for a year.
Scottish Hydro is a trading name of SSE Energy Supply Limited. £50 fee applies if you leave before December 2014.

Call 0800 048 3642

www.hydro.co.uk

Breathe easy.
Stay 2% under 
our standard 
unit price.
Our Fixed Discount tariff lets you stay 
below our standard unit rate for over 2 years.

So, whether our prices go up or down you’ll be 2% under our standard unit rate. And, it gets even 
better, you can enjoy our cheapest tariff available today, until December 2014. It’s a real breath 
of fresh air. Get in touch to find out more.

an important archaeological site is to be excavated near Loch 
Arienas this winter. 

The site, which is believed to be a Middle Bronze Age burial 
cairn dating from c 1400-1000 BC, is to be fully investigated 
by the Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology. A number of 
prehistoric graves in the Aline Valley at Acharn, Claggan and 

It is hoped that by using the latest technology and expertise 
the archaeologists will be able to add greatly to our knowledge 

excavated in the 1930s but as dynamite was used a good deal of 
valuable information was lost. 
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20 Argyll Square,
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01631 566304
jean@obanmusic.com

Pop in and see 
our new range of 
keyboards to suit 
all budgets and 

abilities - the perfect 
Christmas gift

Yamaha keyboards in stock

AN ARGYLL ‘ghost’ village, 
built in 1970 at a cost in excess 
of £3 million to house more 
than 500 oil platform construc-
tion workers but which then lay 
derelict for the last 35 years, has 
new owners.

Pollphail, on the Cowal 
peninsula near Portavadie, was 

built to service the building 
of concrete platforms for the 

preference switched to steel 
structures and the village was 
never occupied.

to regenerate the abandoned 
25-acre site with a distillery 

or brewery, visitor centre and  
residential opportunies.

New owners Portavadie For-
estry Limited,  a sister company 
of the Tighnabruaich-based 
Argyll Forest Products Ltd, 
bought the crumbling village 
for more than £250,000 last 
week and aim to develop the 

business potential of the site 
before embarking of building 
houses.

Alan Pryde, manager of the 
Pollphail Project, said the com-
pany would seek to create its 
own alcohol brand and capital-
ise on the growth in the Scottish 
food and drink industry.

‘There has been a lot of specu-
lation about what we are doing 
but nothing has been set in 
stone,’ he said. ‘We have ideas 
that we want to achieve and I 
think the local community will 
be behind us.

‘This has been a long time 
coming, Pollphail has been in 

a complete state of disrepair for 
35 years. I would expect and 
hope the community would be 
behind us given that we will 
take an eyesore away and create 
employment. 

‘It will also help put Porta-
vadie on the map as the marina 
has done.’

Pollphail - built in 1970 at a cost in excess of £3 million to house more than 500 oil platform construction workers - but never used.

Argyll ‘ghost’ village to breath 
new life into local community

RESIDENTS and visitors to Bridge 
of Orchy face a third consecutive 
winter with a faulty water supply, as 
local frustration over a stalemate in 
negotiations with the local authority 
boil over.

The water supply system broke 
down during a hard frost in Novem-
ber 2010, leading to Argyll and Bute 
Council declaring the village’s water 
unsafe to drink.

The community says subsequent 
appeals for help to the council have 
so far been largely ignored, although 
the local authority has helped to 
improve the water quality. 

The council ceased maintaining 
the supply after closing the primary 
school in the village – its only remain-
ing property. Executive director of 
customer services, Douglas Hendry, 
has since indicated any challenge 
by the villagers over the council’s 
maintenance responsibilities would 
‘end up in court’.

Speaking at last Wednesday’s 
Glenorchy and Innishail Community 
Council meeting, a frustrated secre-
tary John Kerr said the situation had 
‘taken another step towards chaos’.

He added: ‘Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil could easily resolve this but they 
have chosen to block it.

‘I think this is going to end in legal 
action and Argyll and Bute Council 
seem quite happy to spend money on 
taking the people of Bridge of Orchy 
to court – money that could be spent 

be ashamed of themselves.
‘If court is action is required, then 

and that’s what they’ll get.’
Community councillor and Bridge 

of Orchy resident, Anne Marshall, 

said the lack of progress was a source 

solution at a public meeting with 
council representatives in Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel on November 28. 

The community council said it was 
disappointed none of the four Oban 
North and Lorn councillors attended 
last week’s meeting.

However, following the meeting, 
councillor Louise Glen Lee said: 
‘Along with the Scottish Govern-
ment and the Drinking Water Qual-
ity Regulator, considerable work has 
been carried out over the summer 
months to take forward issues raised 
about the Bridge of Orchy private 
water supply.

‘We have met with local people to 
discuss how the community can pro-
ceed with essential improvements to 
drinking water quality and quantity. 
While some progress has been made, 
we continue to work hard to prepare 
for our next meeting with the com-
munity. 

‘I certainly look forward to a 
long-term solution being found over 
the next few months. It is vitally 
important for the local community.’

Bridge of Orchy water 
row bubbles up again
Villagers willing to take court 
action over faulty water supply

Argyll and Bute 
Council could easily 
have resolved this.
John Kerr, secretary 
Glenorchy 
and Innishail        
Community Council

THOUSANDS of pounds have 
been awarded to Kilmelford 
and Kilninver Community As-
sociation (KKCA) to upgrade 
the village hall.

A grant of £9,103, to cover the 
cost of insulating and refurbish-
ing the toilets and changing room 
areas of Kilmelford Village Hall, 
has been handed out by Awards 
For All Scotland.

Toni Mitchell, chairwoman of 
KKCA said: ‘At the moment the 
two changing rooms, toilets and 
disabled toilet are all just painted 
breeze block and get bitterly cold 
in the winter.’

The improvements, due to be 
carried out in January, will build 
on work that has been done to 
insulate other parts of the build-
ing.

Toni added: ‘It is going to help 
anyone and everyone who uses 
the hall. It will also cut down on 
running costs as we won’t need 
to use so much heating.’

The hall is used by a number 
of different groups including a 
squash club, music group and 
mother and toddlers. It is also 
used for council meetings and 
during power cuts.

A number of events are held 
in the hall throughout the year. 
Kilninver Primary School hold 
functions in the hall and will be 
having a special coffee morning 
on December 14 from 10am 
until 12pm.

This Sunday, November 18 at 
5pm, sees classical and Christ-
mas music by pianist Carmen. 
There is also a Christmas craft 
fair on Sunday November 25 
from 11am to 3pm.

Another coffee morning will 
be held on Friday, December 7, 
from 10.30am to 12pm. There is 
also dancing groups, art classes 
and church functions in the vil-
lage hall. 

A recent Halloween party 
saw around 30 children in their 
best costumes with lots of 
other events throughout the year 
aimed at children. ‘You try and 
do as much for the youngsters as 
you can do,’ said Toni.

Kilmelford
hall gains 
£9,000

LOCHABER members 
of Highland Council have 
awarded Ballachulish Com-
munity Council £850 towards 

weekend.
The councillors also agreed 

to award the Jubilee Parks 
Management Trust £500 
towards safety netting at their 
latest business meeting in Fort 
William

Other recipients included 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council (£500 contribution 
to Christmas parties) and 
Locheilnet CIC (£4,000) con-
tribution to rural broadband 
project.  

A FORT Augustus tourism busi-
ness is celebrating after winning 
a coveted VisitScotland Thistle 
Award.

Morag’s Lodge claimed the 
accolade after being named 
best self-serve accommodation 
provider at a ceremony in the 
Kelvingrove Museum, Glasgow 
on Friday evening.

Amenities on offer to hikers 
and bikers at the popular four-
star hostel on Loch Ness-side 
include a licensed bar with open 

service, free use of laptops and a 
drying room.

General manager Pete Duncan 
said he was ‘extremely proud’ to 
win in what had been ‘an amaz-
ing year’.

He added: ‘Excellent customer 
service is at the core of our busi-
ness and having this recognised 
by our peers in the industry with 
a Thistle Award is incredible.’

Other winners on the night 
included Cairgorm Mountain 
and the Baxter’s Loch Ness 
Marathon.

Scott Armstrong, VisitScot-
land’s regional director for the 
Highlands, said the awards event 
help to highlight the Highlands 
as a ‘must visit, must return’ 
destination.’

Pete Duncan of Morag’s Lodge receives his award 
from VisitScotland board member Prof Russell 

Griggs and BBC Scotland news presenter Catriona 
Shearer

Top tourism award for Fort 
Augustus self-serve hotel

Fireworks grant 
for Ballachulish

PAST, present and future pupils of Lochnell Primary 
School packed into the school on Saturday for a coffee 
morning and a trip down memory lane.

The school is celebrating its 20th anniversary of the 
new building and invited former pupils and staff to join 
in the fun. Lochnell Parent Council organised a coffee 
morning, which raised nearly £1,000, and saw people 
queuing outside the school hall as they patiently waited 
for the busy tables to become available. While they 
waited, they browsed the wall displays, depicting old 
photographs and memories recorded by former pupils.

Head teacher Shirley Matheson said: ‘A lot of the 
former pupils have children at the school now. There are 
a lot of former staff members here and various people 
with links to the school.’

Generations of families that have attended Lochnell Primary School are pictured during the 20th anniversary 
celebrations. 16_t46lochnell01

Lochnell Primary School celebrates 20 years

AN UNUSUAL and ingenious 
project to design and build a 
temporary timber lighthouse on 
Tiree has enjoyed success at the 
Glasgow Institute of Architects 
Design Awards.

The live-build summer school 
‘tog project’, established by a 
team including local architecture 
practice Roots Design Workshop, 
saw the unusual lighthouse built 
at Hynish, which was used as a 
base by stone masons from Ab-
erdeen during the construction 
of Alan Stevenson’s Skerryvore 
lighthouse.

Over the course of a week in 
June, the team marked out, cut 
and assembled the timber com-
ponents by hand on site. 

This provided a unique experi-
ence for a group of individuals 
that were more adept to drawing 
than sawing timber. The com-
pleted temporary building was 
then opened to the public.

So impressed were judges at 
the awards that they named the 
project the winner of the Small 
Works category, also presenting 
the group with the Wood for 
Good award in acknowledge-
ment of the technical excellence 
of the design and innovative use 
of home-grown Scottish timber.

‘Tog’ is a Gaelic word meaning 
to ‘build’, ‘raise’, ‘educate’ and 
‘excite’. 

Micheal Holliday, an architect 
from the isle of Tiree who runs 
Roots Design Workshop and co-
founded tog studio said: ‘We set 
up the ‘Tog’ for three reasons: to 
teach designers about the practi-
cal realities of construction, to 
demonstrate the importance 
of integrating architecture and 
engineering and to create a 
beautiful structure. 

-
mer school project has gained 
this level of recognition from the 
professional community. 

‘I believe tog studio will have 
a profound impact on the way 
young designers think about 
construction, and I hope that we 
build upon this success to deliver 
a lasting legacy of contemporary 
built projects in Scotland.’

A NEW approach to tackling organised 
crime has seen Argyll and Bute Council 
and Strathclyde Police sign an information 
sharing agreement.

Sharing information
The council’s chief executive, Sally 

Loudon, and police divisional commander, 
Barry McEwan, signed up to a protocol 
that will see the authority provided with 
details of criminals and illegal activities.

It is hoped the measure will ensure no 
council contracts are awarded to anyone 

-
ised crime.

Chief superintendent McEwan said: 
‘The signing of the improved information 
sharing protocol shows that we ensure 
that scarce resources are only spent on 
legitimate companies who deserve to win 
contracts.’

Argyll and Bute Council get details of organised crime

Tiree timber 
lighthouse 
wins award

OBAN Camera Club members 
met last Monday evening when 
they competed for the Argyll 
Trophy.

The cup was gifted four years 
ago by Peter and Katy Weir of 
North Ledaig Caravan Park. The 
competition theme this year was  
harbours with the condition that 
the image must have been taken 
in Argyll. 

night were  David Willams and 
Edwina Aitken. Joint winners 
in second were Peter Cleave and 
Ronnie McKillop, with third 
place going to Gus MacKinnon. 

Oban Camera Club meets 
every Monday at 7.30pm in the 
Regent Hotel, Oban. 

New members always wel-
come.

Camera club 
members compete 
for Argyll Cup

INVERARAY will host a 
lantern parade at the end of the 
month to mark the start of the 
festive season.

Youngsters from Inveraray 
Primary School will create their 
own Christmas-themed lanterns 
ahead of the event on Friday, 
November 30.

Inveraray’s Christmas Lights 
Committee has organised the 
parade to coincide with the 
Christmas lights’ switch on.

Starting at 6.30pm the children 
will carry their lanterns from 
The Avenue car park through 
Main Street to the front green, 
where the Christmas tree lights 

Inveraray to light 
up festive season

THE SALMON farming indus-
try is demanding an apology 
from a top Scottish university 
after they issued a damning but 

farming.
The Scottish Salmon Produc-

ers’ Organisation (SSPO) rep-

in the country. They are furious 
that the university claimed sea 
lice are responsible for 39 per 
cent of wild salmon deaths.

The lead author of the univer-

that the interpretation in the 
media statement is wrong.

Professor Phil Thomas, chair-
man of SSPO, said: ‘This story 
has now been exposed as a scan-
dal – it is a major blunder by the 
University of St Andrews. The 
institution has misled the na-
tion.

‘For a prominent Scottish 
university like St Andrews to be-
have in this way is inexcusable, 
whatever its need for publicity. 
To make these wholly incorrect 

the individuals concerned and 
the institution. 

‘But worse, it erodes the 

in science and scientists, and that 
is ultimately to the detriment of 
Scotland.’ 

The SSPO is now demanding 
an apology and retraction are 
issued by the university over the 

The organisation said the vast 
majority of the data in the paper 
published is not new and has 
previously been analysed and 
reported. 

Those earlier studies show that 
effects of sea lice on the ocean 
mortality of wild salmon are 
very small, representing about 
one per cent to two per cent of 
salmon mortality.

Fish
farmers
call for 
apology

Colonsay 
broadband boost
RESIDENTS of Colonsay 
will be among six Scottish 

£5 million fund to bring next 
generation broadband to hard to 
reach rural areas.

Over the coming months, 
islanders will work with 
broadband experts to develop 
ideas for improving internet 
access through the Community 
Broadband Scotland initiative.

Colonsay residents will be 
offered technical advice and 
support and experts will provide 
business planning tips to local 
residents.
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Down Your  Way
Appin and Duror

Next week Down Your Way visits 
Kinlochleven with Northern Editor 

Stephen Norris. You can contact 
Stephen on 01397 703003 or email 

snorris@obantimes.co.uk.

FUNDING has been secured 
to upgrade the access paths 
around the Jubilee Bridge in 
Appin. 

It is hoped enough 
money will be raised to also 
reconstruct the bridge, which 
is in poor condition. 

The £95,700 raised by Argyll 
and Bute Council, Sustrans 
and LEADER will be used to 
improve the paths. Work is 
expected to start in February 
2013 for eight weeks after 
which the path will be opened. 

The council and Appin 
community council are also 
attempting to secure £150,000 
of funding for the reconstruc-
tion of the bridge. 

John Semple, lead councillor 
for Environment, Develop-
ment and Infrastructure said: 
‘The Jubilee Bridge serves 
as a link between two parts 
of Appin and it is important 
this is in the best possible 
condition so it can be properly 
enjoyed. I would love to see 
the bridge restored and am 
delighted the access paths will 

PROPOSALS to create a standard 50mph speed limit between 
Creagan and Portnacroish has received criticism from the 
Appin community.

Transport Scotland’s Speed Limit Review was a hot topic at 
Appin Community Council’s meeting last Thursday. 

While some welcome a reduction in speed at Creagan, where 
there have been recent fatal road crashes, most believe a solid 
white line, indicating no overtaking, would help alleviate the 
problem. There is also concern a 50mph speed limit through 

village from the south would quickly come across the village 
hall and the new car park.

CHILDREN at Duror Primary School will be remembering the 

Remembrance Services around the country this weekend.
The pupils have been studying the war as part of their project 

5. Each child has chosen one particular aspect of WWII to share 
with the audience.

PUPILS at Duror and Glencoe primary schools have received 
a thumbs up from a Belgian company that commissioned the 
pupils to produce portraits of their staff.

As part of the global arts project Room 13, the two schools 
were asked by the Brussels-based TBWA to produce the 
portraits and be paid for their efforts.

Marylin MacDonald, the head teacher of both schools, said: 
‘Each of the schools has produced six portraits and the feedback 
we got was that they were ‘awesome’.’

The artistic youngsters at Duror are also helping to produce 

The pupils are supported by artist Katy Spong, who lives at 
Cuil Bay.

NEXT Saturday will see the Appin community mark the 
tenth anniversary of the reconstruction of the Sgeir Bhuidhe 
Lighthouse.

Appin Historical Society is welcoming members of the 
community to the anniversary celebration in Port Appin Village 
Hall, where the famous light is situated. The event begins at 
2.30pm, when afternoon tea will be served. There will also be a 
performance from the Three Wee Crows. 

A ST Andrew’s Day event to be held in Duror will raise money 
for Argyll charity Mary’s Meals.

The primary school will be hosting a Porridge Day on 
November 30, when all the pupils will wear tartan or blue and 
white colours. Meanwhile, Duror Primary School pupils are 
gearing up to raise more money for Children in Need tomorrow 
(Friday). A very busy schedule at Duror Primary will come to 
an end on Wednesday December 12 when the children perform 
their nativity play, C.h.r.i.s.t.m.a.s spells Christmas in Duror 
Village Hall.

Appin’s Jubilee Bridge was 
decked with Union Flags for 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
this year. t46jubilee01

be improved with the funding 
already secured.’

 The bridge was built in 1897 
to commemorate the Diamond 
Jubilee of Queen Victoria and 
attracts thousands of visitors 
each year.

ANNA Stewart organised a 
successful Hallowe’en party 
in the hall with dancing to the 
Sileas Sinclair Band.  

Costumes were colourful and 
inventive and the following 
winners were chosen by 
Jenny Norgrove: Adults - Kiki 
MacColl and Stephen Plunkett 
and children - Robert Smith.

Lismore school children and 
toddlers had their own fun 
Hallowe’en Day in the school 
with pumpkin carving, a spooky 
lunch of worms, witches’ 

a party where children, parents 
and adults dressed up. Later 
in the evening, islanders got a 
chance to see these costumes 
as the children went guising 
in Port Ramsay, Clachan, 
Baligarve and Achnacroish. 

‘SALMON Fishing in the 
Yemen’ was a popular choice 
for the November outing of 
Lismore Lumiere on Friday 
November 8 as it was not only 
a feel good movie but also 
featured some spectacular 
Scottish scenery. 

On the Saturday the children 
enjoyed ‘Thomas the Tank 
Engine’ and ‘Monsters in Paris’. 

Ken Loach’s ‘The Angels’ 
Share’ is to be shown on 
December 1. 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
islanders Katy Crossan, Shona 
Wright, Sophie King, Ann 
MacLean Fleming and Ealasaid 
MacLean who all performed 
well at the Royal National Mòd 
in Dunoon. 

THIS year the primary school 
is organising the Lismore 
Christmas card and the children 
have chosen to raise money for 
Guide Dogs for the Blind and 
Crisis at Christmas. 

To be part of this eco-
friendly, charitable way to send 
greetings, sign up and leave a 
donation in the box in the shop. 
The last date for signing up is 
Saturday December 15 after 
which the card will be printed  
and distributed to every house 
on the island.

THE GARDENING group at 
Kinlochleven Primary School has 
started to develop a wooded area 
behind the school for its latest eco 
project.

The site is overgrown with shrubs 
and mature trees, the ground uneven 
and rocky.

But children from P1 to P7 will use 
the school Eco Ethos as their guide to 
make pathways through and around 

different features. The entrance 
between two large larch trees, 
featuring a trellis and honeysuckle, 
has already been built.

Next steps include making a story 
circle, a bog garden, an arbour for 
bird watching, sensory plants and a 
bug hotel. 

‘When completed there will be a 
grand opening,’ school secretary 
Morag Kemp said.

LISMORE

Kinlochleven PS gardening group: created a new eco-area next the school. 

KINLOCHLEVEN

NORTH Connel company Boat 
Electrics and Electronics Ltd 
has been named the British 
Marine Electronics Association 
(BMEA) Dealer of the Year.

Julian Coleman, founder 
and chairman of the company, 
collected the award in Novotel 
Hotel, Southampton, after 
standing out from companies 
across the UK.Fifteen engineers 

requirements from several bases 
around the UK including Oban, 
Kip, Troon and Cowes specialis-
ing in the supply, installation 
and service of marine electronic 
navigation and communication 
equipment.

KILCHOAN man Jon Haylett 
reports ferry fares between 
Kilchoan and Tobermory were 
too much for one motorist last 
Wednesday.

Mr Haylett was waiting to 
board the Raasay for a trip to 
a dentist in Mull and watched 
the tiny ferry unload its full 

But he added: ‘Only one car 
boarded on this side and the 
driver promptly drove off the 
ferry again when he was told 
the price of a return trip which, 
for his vehicle, was £66.’

KILCHOAN

MORAR
MORAR Community Council 
held its October meeting in 
Lady Lovat Primary School.

Abridged minutes: 
Dental provision and health 

care: Bill Cornelius, chairman, 
gave an update from the Arisaig 
Community Council meeting on 
September 17 at which Gregor 
Muir explained his position 
on dental provision for the 
area. He gave a description of 

negative feedback received from 
some individuals locally and 
the main obstacles to providing 
an adequately equipped 
location accessible for everyone 
including those from the Small 
Isles and Knoydart. 

The chairman and Councillor 
Eddie Hunter attended the As-
sociation of Lochaber Commu-
nity Councils (ALCC) meeting 
on September 29 to hear Joanna 
Hind, NHS Highland Lochaber 
area manager, speak on local 
health care provision.

She had tried to give 

reassurance that the Belford’s 
status as a rural general hospital 
with an acute consultant-led 
service was secure and spoke of 
consultations on medical provi-
sion taking place in Kilchoan, 
Acharacle and Strontian.

Councillor Hunter explained 

most suitable solution without 
downgrading existing services. 
The community council agreed 
vigilance is needed on all fronts 
and it is hoped a joint consulta-
tion with Arisaig, Morar and 
Mallaig will follow. 

Grit bins: Community 
Safety Action Team (Highland 
Council) is identifying sites 
‘where the provision of a grit 
bin may be of use to local 
people’ – particularly near the 
elderly/vulnerable. Following 
this, the community council 
will establish the number of 
grit bins required and the best 
location for these within the 
community.  

Any other business: BT Phone 
Box – Phil Hunkin informed the 
community council that regard-
less of numerous complaints to 
BT, the glass on the phone box 
in Morar is yet to be repaired. 
The secretary will contact BT.

ROY BRIDGE

P5-7 pupils at Roy Bridge Primary School have been busy on their 
enterprise project making jams and chutneys for local sale. The 

project proved to be great success and all jars are now sold.

PUPILS at Ardnamurchan 
High School recently enjoyed 
a talk from a top University of 
Glasgow physicist, covering 
dark matter, the Hubble 
telescope and how astronomical 
distances are measured.

Head of Physics and 
Astronomy Professor Martin 
Hendry delivered his talk called 
‘Dark energy’ at the school 
to standard grade and higher 
pupils, who asked a range of 
probing questions after the 
presentation.

The event was organised by 
the Royal Society of Edin-
burgh’s Lochaber project.

ARDNAMURCHAN

ISLAY
ACTIVE Schools and Bowmore 
Primary School invite everyone 
to take part in a Cross Country 
Challenge in aid of the Ciara 
Caskie Allan appeal. 

The run will be held in 
Bridgend Woods on Sunday 
November 18 from 12 - 3pm. 
Prizes will be awarded for 
the 1.3 kilometre junior race 
(primary 4-7 age), the 3.5 
kilometre senior race (high 
school age) and the adult race, 
also 3.5 kilometres. There will 
also be shorter races for the 
under-8s. To register phone 
Shona on 07917 073394 or email 
shona.ramsay@islay.argyll-
bute.gov.uk. 

DURING the February school 
holiday each year, Fèis Òigridh 
Ìle agus Dhiùra organises an 

GLENGARRY Church in 
Invergarry played host to a 
performance by the Edinburgh 

University Chamber 
Orchestra.

Their repertoire included 
music by Mozart, Bach and 
Dvorak, as well as an original 
composition by a band member 
called ‘Arthur’s Seat’.

Donations taken on the night 
reached £235, which will be 
shared equally between the 
orchestra and the church.

GLENGARRY

LUING
LUING’S annual Hallowe’en 
party was held in Toberonochy 
Hall on Saturday October 27 
and saw families from all over 
the island dressing up for the 
occasion.

The event, organised by the 
Luing Social Committee, saw 
everyone making a ‘great effort’ 
with their fancy dress and 
enjoying a party supper.

Games included dookin’ for 
apples, pin the spiders on the 
witches nose, what’s in the box, 
witch’s hat hoopla and try to 
bite your doughnut dipped in 
sauce off the string.  

The fun and games were 
enjoyed by all the children 
- young and old.

CEILIDH dancing lessons have 
restarted in Toberonochy Hall 

Jamie Leggett enjoyed the 
Hallowe’en party. 

on Monday nights. It costs £1.50 
a session, with a cup of tea 
provided. It is an excellent way 
to exercise and learn some new 
steps among friends.

BONFIRE night came early 
for the Isle of Luing this year 

the old disused slate quarry at 
Cullipool.

on Saturday November 3, was 
supervised by Luing Social 
Committee. As the chill set in 
people headed to Cullipool Vil-
lage Hall to enjoy a soup supper, 

total of £382 was raised on the 
night to go towards next year’s 

events organised by the social 
committee on the island.

A Taynuilt student blew away the cobwebs from his 21st birthday 
celebrations in Roy Bridge – by canoeing down the River Roy with 

his his pals the following day. Bruce Griffiths is a member of the 
canoe club at Dundee University, where he is studying mechani-

cal engineering. The third year student is pictured above with 
Elaine Paul from Bristol – who turned 21 only the week before. 
After spending two nights in a bunkhouse in Roy Bridge, the 

14-strong party canoed the River Orchy on Sunday. 20_f44canoe01

NORTH CONNEL

Julian, left, collects his award from Charlotte Bishope from 
Garmin and Derek Glibert from Raymarine. 

TIREE
A UNIQUE new training 
programme on Tiree will give 

while enjoying the full island 
experience.

Tiree Fitness will in March 
launch its new residential 
camps, aimed at providing 
a refuge from everyday life 
to ensure people concentrate 

advice and training from coach 
and Team GB tri-athlete Will 
Wright.

Based at the Hynish Centre, 
the course has been designed 
to suit people of all levels of 

Will said: ‘There’s a lot to be 
gained on a training camp like 
this. Tiree has loads to offer 
and having lived and trained on 
the island for 10 years I think 
we can provide a really positive 
experience and give people 
a kick-start to improve their 

‘The programme on Tiree 

fast track long weekend. All 
distractions and stresses can 
be left on the mainland so you 
can enjoy working out amid the 
stunning island landscape.

already. We structure sessions 
to suit all abilities. The main 
requirement is that you come 
with a willingness to do your 
best, to overcome challenges 
and to enjoy being active in 
whatever the west coast of 
Scotland decides to throw at 
you!’

Tiree Fitness will host the 

21-26.
Will said: ‘It’s not going to 

break you but it will make you 

‘Anyone can do this.’
More information on the 

residential training camps can 

co.uk.

Generous Caol Primary School pupils have donated, packed 
and wrapped Christmas presents for disadvantaged children 

and adults in Eastern Europe as part of Blysthwood Care’s shoe 
box appeal. The gifts, including cuddly toys, toiletries and 

clothes, were picked up this week and will be flown to a variety 
of countries, such as Romania, Bulgaria and Kosovo, in time for 

Christmas. 20_f45box01

CAOL

RAISING awareness of mental 
health was one of the aims at an 
open day at Blarbuie Woodland 
at the weekend.

Blarbuie Woodland 
Enterprise, in association with 
NHS Highland, set out poems in 
the woods encouraging visitors 
to think about mental health.

Hugh Fife, co-ordinator of the 
woodland enterprise said: ‘The 
day is all about encouraging 
people to enjoy the autumn 
woodland through walking and 
to be involved in and enjoy the 
creative arts.

‘Enhanced mental health and 
wellbeing is the purpose of the 
woodland enterprise but our 
other aims include caring for 
the environment.’

Patients who work with the 
woodland enterprise looking 
after the woods were also at the 
open day performing live music 
and displaying art work for sale.

The woodland enterprise 
usually host open days twice a 
year but Saturday’s event was 
part of Scottish Mental Health 
Arts and Film Festival.

The woodland was lit up at 
6pm and recorded music was 
piped through the woods for 
visitors to enjoy on their stroll. 

There was also stuffed 
animals and poems throughout 
the woodland and plant sales 
and a tombola.

BLARBUIE

Iain Fletcher entertained 
woodland visitors by playing 

his accordion. 9_t43woodland01

DALAVICH Sports and Social 
Club will host the next meeting 
of Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council.

The meeting will give updates 
on Carraig Ghael, Ardchonnel 
and Musdale wind farms, as 
well as a discussion on road 
safety, including timber haul 
routes.

The meeting will take place 
on November 20 at 7.30pm.

DALAVICH

annual Gaelic Arts Teaching 
Festival for children. The Fèis 
organisation also runs weekly 

whistle, accordion, groupwork 
and Gaelic song throughout the 
year. 

The number of participants 
attending the 2012 festival 

previous year and the festival 

concert showing all that the 
children had learned during 
the Fèis sessions, and included 

children. If you would like 

Òigridh Ìle agus Dhiùra activi-
ties or get involved in the Fèis 
work, the AGM will be held at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle on 
Wednesday November 21. SC

Primary pupils set to work 
transforming wooded area

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

BOOK WEEK
SCOTLAND
As part of the inaugural Book Week Scotland,
Argyll and Bute Council are pleased to
welcome three visiting authors:

Event: Tales of a Traveller – An Evening with Jess Smith
Location: Campbeltown Library
Date: Monday 26th November 
Time: 7.00pm

To avoid disappointment please book in the branch or on 01586 555435.

Event: Broths to Bannocks – Cooking and Baking with
Catherine Brown
Location: Oban Library
Date: Tuesday 27th November
Time: 2.00pm

To avoid disappointment please book in the branch or on 01631 571444.

Event: The Cream of Crime – An Evening with Caro Ramsay
Location: Rothesay Library
Date: Wednesday 28th November
Time: 7.30pm

To avoid disappointment please book in the branch
or on 01700 503266.

Tickets are free and refreshments will be provided.
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Lorn Lines
CLYDE Coastguard will hand 
over operations to Belfast and 
Stornoway later this month 
leaving fears for the safety of 
people in the west of Scotland.

As part of Westminster plans to 
reform the Coastguard service, 
Forth and Clyde stations were 
earmarked for closure. 

Forth closed in September 
while Clyde operations will 

be handed over to Belfast and 
Stornoway on November 20. 
Clyde Maritime Rescue and 
Co-ordination Centre (MRCC 
Clyde) at Greenock covers an 
extensive operational area.

This includes Argyll and Bute’s 
coastline from Helensburgh to 
Ardnamurchan Point taking 
in the islands of Islay, Jura, 
Colonsay, Mull, Coll and Tiree.

All staff at Clyde will have 
left their building by December 
18 at which point there will 
be no backup for Belfast and 
Stornoway. The building will 

Calum Murray, a member 
of the Coastguard and Public 
and Commercial Services 
Union (PCS) branch chairman 
said campaigns against the 

closure were heeded but no-one 
could ‘change the mind of the 
Government’. 

He said: ‘I think the problem 
was the building is on a lease 
from the Ministry of Defence and 
they were closing the building. 
The Coastguard weren’t willing 
to get another building.

‘We’re very disappointed by 
the Government since it will 

affect the safety of people on the 
west coast of Scotland. We’re 
also very concerned for the 
future of Coastguards in Belfast 
and Stornoway with additional 
workload and stress that they 
will have to take on.’

The Scottish Government 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
lodged objections to the reforms. 
Transport minister Keith Brown 

said: ‘I am dismayed that the UK 
Government are continuing with 
these cuts to Scotland’s lifeline 
coastguard services. 

‘The Westminster government 
have ignored expert and cross-
party concerns about reducing 
this emergency cover. This 
should be about putting the 
safety of our communities before 
cutting costs.’

Clyde Coastguard operations move to Belfast next week

AN OLD bottle discovered near 
Calve Island in the Sound of 
Mull has revealed a forgotten 
gem of Oban’s past.

Maclean found the bottle earlier 
this year and was so curious 
about its history he took it to 
the museum in Oban – but no-
one there knew anything of it 
origins.

The Old Fashioned Ginger 
Beer bottle, produced by 
Robertson’s of Oban, sparked 
quite a conversation on The 
Oban Times Facebook page 
when it was posted.

Locals said they had similar 
bottles, while others recalled 
the site of the factory. Estimates 

Alex Robertson and Sons 
Limited were Oban-based and 
started in Argyle Chemical 
Works in 1867, producing a 
wide range of medical and 
pharmaceutical products 
including sheep dips which 
were exported worldwide. The 
company went into voluntary 
liquidation on November 5 
1921 before amalgamating 
with M’Dougall Bros Ltd of 
Manchester on November 16 of 
the same year.

The site of the Oban factory 
covered a large area which is 
now part of Tesco’s car park. 

Duncan has now decided to 

like a wee bit of history, think 
I’ll hold onto it.’

Old bottle 

search for 
history
Mull fisherman    
finds relic        
of old Oban

The Old Fashioned Ginger Beer bottle, produced by Robertson’s 
of Oban and found in the Sound of Mull.

OBAN Lifeboat was launched last Thursday after a sailing 
yacht’s mast collapsed off Lismore lighthouse.

Clear Blue
of the lighthouse, just before 10pm.

The crew of the yacht managed to clear the damaged rigging 
with the lifeboat standing by and once the rigging was cleared 
the yacht was escorted into Dunstaffnage Marina.

A MAN who served in an Oban-based artillery division 
during the Second World War is having his war time poems 
published in a new book.  

John Jarmain, originally from Dorset, served with the 242 
Oban anti-tank Battery Royal Artillery in El Alamein and 
North Africa, where he gathered much of the inspiration for 
his poetry.

The poems, which were originally published in 1945 by 
Collins, have been edited by James Crowden, who stumbled 
across them and decided to do some research into their 
author. 

1944 and never saw his poems in print, which he had been 
sending enclosed in letters to his wife. 

released as part of the Bridgport Literary Festival in Dorset 
on Remembrance Day.

AN OBAN couple who say 
they still believe in love 

their wedding day, last week 
celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary.

Donnie and Margaret 
McLennan, who live in 
Millpark Avenue, were 
married on November 7 1952 
in the Church of Scotland 
manse in Oban. 

The Oban born pair met 
at the Christmas dance held 
at Battery Hall in 1951 and 
married less than a year later. 
Donnie, who worked as a 
labourer was 22 and Margaret 
was 17.

Margaret said: ‘It was love at 

‘In those days we didn’t 
have big weddings, but all 
the family on both sides was 
there.’

Over the course of their 
marriage they have raised four 
children together. They now 

have eight grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Asked about the secret to 
their long and happy marriage, 
she said: ‘Being there for one 
and other.’

Margaret and Donnie 
McLennan: married for 60 

years. 16_t46diamondwed01

OBAN Accordion and Fiddle Club met in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall and was again very well supported. 

Chairman Michael Garvin welcomed the audience and 
started the evening playing accordion, accompanied by 
Archie Cameron, on drums. The other accordion players 
were Hector McFadyen and Sileas Sinclair. On melodeon was 
James MacArthur with Archie Cameron, Angus MacColl 
and David Cameron on drums. Michael then introduced the 
guest artiste, Inverness-based Archie MacPhee and the Bog 
Roy Band. Archie, from Kirkhill, was on lead accordion, with 
Craig McFadyen, Oban, on second box, Jacqui MacDonald, 
Inverness, on keyboard, and George Bremner, originally from 
Skye, on drums. The band delighted the audience with a variety 
of west coast, Shetland and pipe tunes.

Guest artiste in December will be the Craig McFadyen Trio.

CHILDREN from an Oban 
pre-school had no need to go 
through passport control when 
they visited Oban airport last 
week.

Both nursery groups at the 

Happy House Christian Pre 
School explored various parts of 
the airport, including the control 
tower and a plane.  

Nursery manager Sue Rimmer 
said: ‘The nursery wish to thank 

the staff who took time to show 
the children inside the plane, 

appliance as well as giving them 
lots of souvenirs to remember 
their trip.’

Happy House Christian Pre School children next to one of the planes.       

Nursery children visit Oban airport

Rock removed from 
Stromeferry by-pass

THREE Lochaber men have 

police who were trying to carry 
out a drug search in Fort William 
town centre.

Ross Hunter and Wayne 

shouting and swearing at police 

the drug searches on a number 
of people, including Hunter’s 
younger brother Ryan.

Ryan Hunter, of 9 Camaghael 
Road, Caol, pled guilty to being 
in possession of 1.2grammes 

of cocaine, which has a street 

also admitted intentionally 

by running away before they had 

Drumfada Terrace, Corpach, pled 
guilty to resisting, obstructing, 

by shouting and swearing and 
pushing them while they were 
searching his younger brother.

Wayne Watson, of 71 
Kilmallie Road, Caol, admitted 
behaving in a threatening and 

abusive manner by shouting and 
swearing at police.

The incidents occurred on 
Middle Street on August 18.

Court.
A fourth man, Cameron 

MacInnes, aged 18, of 51 Castle 
Drive, Lochyside, was cleared 
of a charge of obstructing 

swearing and entering a car 
while police were searching it 
during the incident.

RUBBLE was due to be removed 
from next to the A890 through 
Lochalsh yesterday following 
the latest rockfall to threaten the 
lifeline route between Kyle and 
Lochcarron.

Additional barriers were being 
placed on the landslip-prone 
road ‘to permit the removal of 
small amounts of loose material’, 
Highland Council said.

The work comes after ‘a minor 
landslip’ was detected high 
above the A890 at the Strome-
ferry by-pass last Thursday, 

approximately 1km west of the 
avalanche shelter.  The council’s 
engineer, URS consulting engi-
neers, and TRAC geotechnical 
contractors carried out a detailed 
survey on Friday. 

Concrete barriers were placed 
at the bottom of the slope to pre-
vent any further debris landing 
on the road.

The road was shut for four 
months following a major rock-
fall on December 22 last year. 
Highland Council is currently 
investigating alternative routes.

Following their hard work in the Highland area 

PPI policies. In previous editions PPAC have 
brought to readers attention the shocking mis-
selling by the banks and have won back thou-
sands of £’s for those who got in touch. Kevin 

of people needing to get in touch with PPAC. 
He said, “A lot of money was originally set 
aside by the major banks and loans companies, 
approximately £9Billion, and they have now just 
added a further £1Billion!. We are aware that 

although the extra money has been 
added, the original amount is yet to 

the surface has only been scratched 
and many more people could be 
sitting on thousands unclaimed. Not 
only that but the banks continue to 
put obstacles in the way of people 
claiming back money which is right-
fully theirs. This is proved with the 
fact the Financial Ombudsman latest 

to 3000 cases per week which is 
a result of lenders refusing to pay 
out. The time for clients to use our 
experience and expertise has never 
been greater. When a client calls us 
they are allocated a Claims man-
ager who will take the claim from 

expertise we have means clients will 
be assured they will receive the very 
best service”

What do clients need to do to start 
the process? Kevin explained, “The 

us a text and we will arrange an 
appointment at your house at a time 
that is convenient. We work on a NO 
WIN NO FEE basis so clients really 
have nothing to lose”.

It seems clear the time is now to get 
your money back.

READERS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE CASH PAYOUTS !!!
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OT

A LEODHASACH has been 
chosen as the new chairman of 
Comunn na Gàidhlig (CnaG). 

Kenneth MacIver, from Back in 
Lewis, best known in Gaeldom 
as ‘Coinneach Mòr’ through 
his long-running broadcasting 
career, had previously been a 

years, representing Comhairle 
nan Eilean. 

Company directors agreed his 
experience and commitment to 
Gaelic meant Mr MacIver was 
the right man for the job.

He takes over from Inverness-
based lawyer Calum Duncan, 
who has been interim chairman 
for the last few months.

Mr MacIver said: ‘I very much 
enjoyed being involved with 
CnaG’s work over the previous 
years and I am delighted to be 
returning to the organisation. 
In taking on this responsibility, 
I have only one objective and 
that’s to do what I can to promote 
and develop Gaelic. 

‘I am well aware of the diversity 
of CnaG’s work and I’ll do my 
best to help take that forward.

‘I am also aware that I am only 
following a long line of experi-
enced people who have chaired 
the company over the years. I 
have a great deal of respect for 
them and I hope I can be just as 
committed and progressive dur-
ing my time in the role.’

Comunn na Gàidhlig is 
pledged to raise the status and 
strength of Gaelic across Scot-
land. The company is funded 
through two key contracts with 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, but with 
important support coming from 
other organisations such as the 
local authorities.

CnaG’s activities include a 
wide range of activities from 
business support, community 

SPEAN Bridge Primary School pupils have sent 
off their Blythswood Care boxes to needy children 
and adults in Eastern Europe.

The children’s special consignment, which 
included hats, scarves, gloves, toiletries, 
stationery, books, toys and sweets, was dispatched 
last Wednesday night.

The charity, based in Evanton in Ross-shire, 
sends thousands of Christmas packages from 

Scotland to countries such as Romania every 
year.

Speaking through The Oban Times, Spean head 
teacher Kate MacGillivray paid tribute to the 
huge community effort that made the donation 
possible.

She said: ‘I would like to thank all the parents, 
friends, staff and pupils of the school who 
supported us in this.’

DEVELOPERS behind plans for a 
proposed micro hydro scheme near Spean 
Bridge have been criticised for not caring 
about the local community’s views.

Developer Coneloch Renewables, along 
with Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE), 
submitted plans for a 90kW hydro plant at 

July.
Three SSE representatives attended 

a Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
meeting last Tuesday evening to discuss 
the proposal, but no-one from Coneloch 
was present.

Glencoe Boat Club members recently celebrated the club’s 40th anniversary.
Pictured at the evening event in Onich are, left to right, Peter MacLeod, founder member and guest 

speaker, commodore Christine MacFarlane Slack, vice commodore David Cooper and founder 
member Robert Watt. 

Estate donates 
new tree to    
Spean Bridge
SPEAN Bridge is to take 
delivery of a new village 
Christmas tree next week.

the tree, which will be erected 
in the village by volunteers.

Glenelg Football 
Club meeting
A MEETING will be held next 
month for anyone interested in 
joining Glenelg Football Club.

The club, which plays in Skye 
and Lochalsh Amateur Football 
League, is currently looking 
for a manager as well as a 
chairperson and treasurer. More 
players are also required.

Anyone interested should 
contact Craig Scobie on 01599 
522221.

Glencoe
drink-drive 
pensioner
banned
A GLENCOE pensioner who 
drove through the village while 
almost twice the drink drive 
limit has been banned from 

£400.
Una Mackey, of The Lodge, 

pled guilty to driving over the 
limit on the A82 near Glencoe, 

village and the police station car 
park on the morning of May 21.

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said Mackey, aged 65, 
had been drinking with friends 
the night before.

Iochdar pupils team up on 
climate change project
SOUTH Uist youngsters have teamed up 
with children from East Kilbride to create 
a booklet and CD to raise awareness about 
climate change.

Iochdar Primary School pupils and 
Mount Cameron Primary youngsters, along 
with Oxfam, have created ‘High Tide’, 
which will be distributed to schools across 
Scotland.

The project, which looks at how com-
munities around the world are protecting 
their local environment from the effects of 
climate change, was funded by the People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Iochdar head teacher Mary MacInnes: 
‘This was a valuable learning opportunity 
for our pupils.’ 

Music legends                  
top Ardgour 
concert bill
LEGENDARY piper Fred 
Morrison and award-winning 
multi-instrumentalist Matheu 
Watson are coming to Ardgour 
to headline at Watercolour 
Music’s last house concert of 
2012.

Bishopton-born Fred, whose 
father came from Gerinish in 
South Uist, has been described 
as the ‘Jimi Hendrix of the 
bagpipes’ while Matheu was 
crowned Instrumentalist of 
the Year at the 2012 Scots 
Traditional Music Awards.

The duo will take the stage on 
Sunday November 25 at 3pm.

CULTURAL and historic ties 
between the Western Isles 
and County Donegal will be 
the subject of an illustrated 
presentation an An Lanntair in 
Stornoway on Tuesday.

In ‘Atlantic Gaels’, well-
known writer and broadcaster 
Aidan O’Hara will outline how 
people in both places are of the 
same stock and speak the same 
language, and how close trading 
links, inter-marriage and cultural 
contacts have strengthened and 
sustained relationships on both 
sides of the sea. Music, song and 
dance also play a vital part in 
that shared heritage.

Disabled Ramblers win 
grant to buy scooters
SKYE and Lochalsh Disabled Ramblers has 
secured a £9,932 grant from Awards for All 
for mobility scooters. 

The electric-powered trikes can travel 
over forestry tracks, gradients and rough 
surfaces. The cash will also cover a three-
year maintenance package and breakdown 
cover.

Local MSP Dave Thompson con-
gratulated group secretary Nicola Rust 
on securing the grant. He said: ‘This is a 
fantastic initiative that helps to promote 
a healthy lifestyle for everyone in the 
community, especially those with mobility 
issues who might otherwise struggle to see 
our beautiful scenery.’

PLOCKTON and District Community Council 
will hold its next meeting on November 27 at 
7.30pm in Plockton Hall.

Business from the last meeting on October 29 
included:

Police present at the meeting urged Plockton 
residents to lock their doors following thefts from 
houses which were unlocked.

Burnside - improvements to the access have 
been made but more streetlights are required. 
Hopefully funding from the safer routes to school 
could be used.

Railway fencing at Duirinish - despite 
repeated requests this has still not been repaired.

Roads - various improvements were outlined, 
in particular Harbour Street and Station Road.
New roads engineer Sandy MacVarish would be 

Planning application - The Community 

Council decided to object to an application by the 
Church of Scotland for two semi-detached houses 
in the paddock opposite the primary school.   

Railway station - Plockton High School 
pupils have adopted the station and a ceremony 
with a plaque will be held in the New Year.

Highland Council budget consultation 
- the community council did not have a 
representative at a meeting in Lochcarron which 
was poorly attended, but has completed several 
questionnaires.

Fish farm south of Airigh-drishaig 
- the community council was pleased that this 
application had been refused.

WEATHER in Plockton: During October there 
was 6.5 inches of rain, the wettest month since 
January. Warmest day was 17.3°C and coldest 
0.4°C. CM MacRae

Lottery backs 
community
company             
with grant
MORVERN Community 
Development Company 
(MCDC) in Lochaline has its 
own vehicle after receiving 
£9,965 from the Big Lottery 
Awards for All fund.

The cash has paid for a new 
Polaris Ranger 4x4 to manage 
waste disposal and recycling at 
Loch Aline marina.

Lilia Dobrokhodova told The 
Oban Times: ‘It is for our waste 
management and recycling 
project for the pontoons. 
Obviously when people come 
ashore they have got a bit of 
rubbish. 

‘We try to encourage them 
to separate it so we can take it 
down to the recycling point in 
the village.’ 

The project forms part of the 
company’s expansion of shore 
facilities to service the 20-berth 
pontoon development.

Foundation 
flushed with 
success
THE KNOYDART Foundation 

receiving almost £10,000 from 
The Big Lottery’s Awards for 
All programme.

The £9,682 grant will go 
towards installing a composting 
toilet for visitors to beaches on 
the community-owned estate.

foundation’s commitment to 
renewable energy - it will be 

Community hits out at 
hydro plan developers

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

The community council is in favour 
of the development - but does not like 
Coneloch’s plan to run around four 
kilometres of electricity poles through 
scenic Glen Gloy to connect the scheme 
to the national grid.

Community council chairman John 
Fotheringham said: ‘The developers chose 
not to come tonight. They are clearly not 
interested in us.

‘We were happy to approve the hydro 
scheme. 

‘But we want them to bury the lines 
underground to preserve the integrity 
of the glen. No-one lives up there - it’s 
all holiday homes.  There’s no power, 
but they knew that from the beginning. 
There’s no good reason to spoil our glen.’

SSE commercial manager Donald 
MacKinnon told the meeting: ‘When we 
put an offer out to a customer, we always 
give them the least cost option. 

‘A straight line of poles is normally 
the cheapest option. Undergrounding 
is normally around four times more 
expensive. Our regulated licence is to 
give the least cost option, but in a lot of 

Project manager Ivan Murphy said the 
project was at a ‘very early stage’ and 
that plans would likely change.

He said: ‘Because it’s a rural area there’s 
a lot of rock there, so the cheapest option 
for the customer is an overhead line. 

‘We do our best to hide things from 
people and we will do everything we can 
to reduce the visual impact.’

Community councillor Sandy Edmond 
said: ‘SSE will take the cheapest straight 
line option and any change will only 
come through the planning process with 
Highland Council.’

Boat club celebrates 40 years

work and working with young 
people.

CnaG chief executive Donald 
MacNeill said: ‘Everyone at 
CnaG has welcomed the news 
that ‘Coinneach Mòr’ is going to 
return to the board and that he’s 
taken on the chairman’s role. 

‘Like everyone else, we know 
Coinneach well, and we know 
that he is supportive and com-
mitted to Gaelic. There is no 
doubt that there are challenges 
ahead, but with support from the 
board, and the new chairman, 
we are optimistic we can deal 
with these.

‘There is also no doubt that 
we are making a difference, that 

the future and that together with 
government and all our partners, 
we are creating the conditions 
for further progress.’

Writer and broadcaster Aidan 
O’Hara: coming to Stornoway.

Aidan’s illustrated presentation 
will include stories of times 
when Donegal exported whisky 
to island folk, who in turn came 
over with barley, corn, herrings 
and ponies. 

Mercenary warriors from the 
Outer Isles known as gallóglaigh 
in Gaelic and gallowglasses 
in English were attached 
to powerful Donegal clans 
– among them the O’Donnell 
and O’Doherty families – and 
eventually settled in Ireland. 
Like so many natives of the 
county, O’Hara has gallóglaigh 
blood in his veins with ancestors 
including MacColla (Coll), 

MacSuibhne (Sweeney) and 
MacRuairí (MacRory and 
Rogers). He is a native of the 
Inishowen peninsula in Donegal 
and as a boy spent his holidays 
with an older married sister on 
the northernmost part of the 
peninsula, where Islay and the 
Paps of Jura are clearly visible to 
the northeast. 

From his earliest years he was 
not only aware of the proximity 
of Scotland but was familiar 
with the distinct accents of its 
people, visitors from Glasgow 
and the Lowlands, many of them 
children of Donegal people who 
had emigrated to Scotland. 

‘Coinneach Mòr’: new chairman 
of Comunn na Gàidhlig.

Plockton Community Council

The Spean Bridge youngsters get ready to send away their boxes to Eastern Europe. 

Spate of thefts prompts police warning

Writer examines Atlantic links

Primary pupils share festive cheer

Leodhasach   
Kenneth takes 
over at helm 
of Comunn   
na Gàidhlig

Former abbey 
wins top award

Police files
TOOLS were stolen from a van 
in Kinlochleven after thieves 
broke into the vehicle sometime 
between 4pm on November 
1 and 8.20am the following 
morning.

TOOLS were taken from an 
unlocked garage at a house 
in Brecklet in Ballachulish 
sometime between 5pm last 
Thursday and 7am last Friday.

THIEVES stole a gents 

stairs at the rear of Field and 
Trek store, High Street, Fort 
William, sometime between 
1pm and 6pm last Friday.

 Anyone with information on 
these incidents should contact 
Fort William police on 01397 
702361.

POLICE in Lochaber are warning 
the public to ensure garages and 
vehicles are properly secured after 
a spate of thefts in recent days.

Premises in Ballachulish and 
Kinlochleven were among those 
targeted with tools and equipment 
stolen. 

PC Ian Fraser, community safety 

Station, is happy to offer advice on 
guarding against thieves.

He said: ‘In all but one of these, 
the vehicles and garages have been 
left insecure. 

‘Please ensure you secure your 
vehicles and garages and sheds to 
stop opportunist thieves having 
easy access to stealing your 
possessions. 

Store
‘Further to this, if you are able 

to remove any valuable items from 
within any vehicles and store within 

your house or secure garage please 
do so as thieves are more reluctant 
to force entry to buildings than they 
are to a vehicle.

‘If you have no option but to leave 
items within your vehicle then 
please ensure they are out of sight, 
and note down the make model and 
serial number of your expensive 
tools in order that these details can 
be passed to the police should they 
be stolen. 

‘There is a far better chance of the 
tools being returned to you if they 

He added: ‘Please consider 
purchasing one of the many products 
available which can permanently 
mark your tools from a simple 
permanent UV marker to more 
sophisticated but still affordable 
irremovable marker products which 
identify the property as yours and 
yours alone.’

ONCE its cloistered stillness 
echoed to the chants of monks in 
holy reverie. 

But now the former St Ben-
edict’s Abbey in Fort Augustus 
has a new incarnation – a prize-
winning property development.

Forres-based LDN architects 
designed the transformation 
of the A-listed building on the 
shores of Loch Ness into more 
than 90 luxury apartments for 
owners, The Highland Club. 
And at the Highlands and Islands 
Architecture and Design Awards 
in Strathpeffer on Friday night, 
the redevelopment won the ‘Best 
New Life for Old Buildings’ 
title. 

The abbey, completed in 1880 
on the site of a dismantled 
Hanoverian fort, had been 
empty since 1999 when the last 
remaining 10 monks moved out 
after the abbey heritage centre 
closed.An ambitous bid to de-
velop the former ecclesiastical 
centre as a major tourist attrac-
tion subsequently foundered. 
The building was then sold to 
the The Highland Club, part 
of property development com-
pany The Santon Group, which 
specialises in conversions of 
listed buildings. Judging panel 
chairman Andrew Wright said 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

of the abbey conversion: ‘The 
judging panel recognised the 
sheer scale of ambition of the 
project using a site which it had 
been widely believed offered no 
obvious solutions. The archi-
tects have demonstrated great 
skill in adapting spaces without 
destroying the inherent beauty 
of the principal spaces such as 
the cloisters and the library.’

Comedian and radio chat show 
host Fred MacAulay presented 
the awards at a dinner in the 
Strathpeffer Spa Pavilion.

Other winners included High-
land Council and Skye architects 
Dualchas, who shared the open 
award for their designs of Milton 
of Leys Primary School and a 
house at Boreraig in Duirinish, 
Skye, respectively. Dualchas’ 
Boreraig house also won the 
‘best use of timber’ category.

based Rural Design Architects, 
won the placemaking award 
for its 24-home development at 
Burnside, Plockton, for Lochalsh 
and Skye Housing Association.

Inverness Architectural As-
sociation has run the awards 
biennially since 2008.
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a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN
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ATLANTIS Leisure, Oban 
has scooped two major social 
enterprise awards in an Argyll-
wide competition.

The centre was named Argyll 
and Bute Social Enterprise 
Network’s (ABSEN) Social 
Enterprise of the Year Award, 
while chairman Neil Matheson 
was named social entrepreneur 
of the year.

Stramash and its chief 
executive Niall Urquhart and 
Kintyre Recycling and man-
ager Amanda Card were also 
highly commended. 

A Dragons’ Den competition 
held during ABSEN’s annual 
conference in Dunoon saw To-
bermory Harbour Association 

with joint second going to 
Oban Phoenix Cinema and the 
Walking Theatre Company.

the children helped by Argyll charity 
Mary’s Meals across the world has been 
screened in Oban’s Phoenix Cinema to 
great acclaim.

Child 31 captures the work of the Dal-
mally-based charity in Malawi, Kenya and 
India, where it provides a school meal for 
children in a bid to encourage attendance.

Saturday, one woman said: ‘I’m an emo-
tional wreck after that but it really shows 
the good being done by Mary’s Meals in 
these countries.

The charity’s shop manager in Oban, 
Marie Rowan said she had received ‘great 

amounting to £125 were also collected at 
the free-of-charge event.

Meanwhile, staff and students at Argyll 
College have donated almost £6,000 over 
the past year in support of the Mary’s 
Meals school feeding programme at 
Weakama Primary School, Bomi County, 
Liberia.

Argyll College has committed a percent-
age of the income earned from hairdress-
ing, catering, commercial courses and 
nursery provision across its 15 centres to 
support the primary school.

Weakama Primary School, which cur-
rently has 341 children enrolled, has no 
other outside support, apart from Mary’s 
Meals.

Mary’s Meals volunteer Michele MacLennan, trustee Graeme Pagan and shop 
manager Marie Rowan pictured at the screening of Child 31. 16_t46marysmeals01

Film brings focus on Mary’s Meals

Double award win 
for Atlantis

Lochaber pupils in 
discussion forum
FORTY Lochaber High pupils 
took part in a Royal Society of 
Edinburgh (RSE) annual dis-
cussion forum for Scottish 
secondary schools - and met a 
gold medal athlete. 

Guest of honour was world 
paratriathlon champion Jane 
Egan, who spoke about her 
sporting experiences since 
being diagnosed with the neu-
rological condition Complex 
Regional Pain Syndrome.

OT

PUPILS from Lochaber High 
School’s wind band, swing band 
and the Lochaber Schools Pipe 
Band staged a concert for the 
Commando Veterans Associa-
tion (CVA) in the school hall 
on Friday as one of a number of 
events to mark Remembrance 
Day. 

The concert featured a variety 
of music and culminated with 

LOCHABER is to get a taste of 
the big city tourism trade next 
summer – with an open top bus 
set to run in the area.

Stagecoach plans to run the 
double-decker bus on a trial 
basis over the summer months 
after a similar scheme in 
Orkney this year proved popular 
with tourists and locals. 

Memorial
The Orkney bus takes visitors 

past local landmarks such as 
Scara Brae and the Standing 
Stones of Stenness, and one 
possible route for the Lochaber 
version would see the bus 
travel from Glen Nevis to the 
Commando Memorial near 
Spean Bridge, passing by Ben 
Nevis and Aonach Mor.

The Oban Times it hopes 
to introduce the service for 
tourists and local people, but 
said the plans have not yet been 

A spokeswoman for 
Stagecoach in the Highlands 
said: ‘We are currently planning 
our summer routes and hope to 
include a tour route in Lochaber 
area using an open top bus. 

Options
‘We are constantly looking 

at ways to encourage greener, 
smarter travel and to provide 
a range of travel options for 
tourists so we are keen to 
replicate the popularity of our 
open top tour route in Orkney. 

‘Full details of our routes for 
next year will be published in 
due course.’

Glen Nevis end-of-
season litter-pick

THE FRIENDS of Nevis are 
holding their end-of-season 
litter-pick in Glen Nevis near 
Fort William on Sunday from 
10.30am to 3.30pm.

The Nevis Partnership will 

Ponds at Nevis Bridge, Fort 
William, immediately after the 
litter-pick.

RUMOURS that JD Wether-
spoons have pulled out of a deal 
to open a pub in Fort William 
have been scotched by develop-
ers.

Ashford Property has devel-
oped the former Grand Hotel 
into a retail and leisure complex, 
with Wetherspoons announced 
as one of the occupants a 
number of months ago. But with 
construction complete and most 
of the other properties in the 
new £6.5million building now 
occupied, the site of the new 
pub remains empty. Ashford 
director Andrew Smith told The 
Oban Times Wetherspoons were 
still very much involved and 
had signed a long-term lease. 
He said: ‘Wetherspoons have 
a 30-year lease - they can’t just 
pull out. But we don’t have an 
opening date set yet. Nobody 
else could occupy or sub-let the 
property without approaching 
us, and that hasn’t happened. 

‘Wetherspoons are a bit differ-
ent to most retailers in that they 
don’t start setting up until the 
property has been handed over.’

Meanwhile, two other proper-
ties in the development are now 
open, a Travelodge and Super-
drug, while Cotswold Outdoor is 
to open next Wednesday.

Ashford is still looking for a 
company to take over the one 
remaining vacant property. Mr 
Smith said: ‘No deal’s been done 
but we’ve had various people 
interested.’

Top musicians: Rebecca Shearer, left, and Amy Cameron are 
presented with the shield and certificates by Geoff Murray, 

national secretary CVA and Stan ‘Scotty’ Scott, CVA chairman. 

Pub pullout 
rumours
scotched by 
developers

Lochaber school 
bands stage concert 
for veterans

Open top 
bus for 
Lochaber
tourists

AN ARISAIG father is to take 
to the stage in full 1970s glam 
rock dress to raise money for the 
three hospitals which have kept 
his young daughter alive.

Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman will 
perform a repertoire of David 
Bowie classics dressed as Ziggy 
Stardust with local musician 
Steve Brown in the Astley Hall 
this Friday.

The money raised on the night 
will go to the hospitals which 
have treated Bodie’s two-year-
old daughter Dawn since she 
was born – Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, Edinburgh’s Royal 
Hospital for Sick Kids and Ab-

Dawn was born with a host 
of health problems including a 
cleft palate and meningitis and 
requires regular medical care.

Earlier in the year, Bodie 
recorded a ‘Songs for Dawn’ Budding Bowie: Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman with his daughter Dawn.

CD of Bowie covers with Mr 
Brown, who also performs in the 
award-winning wedding band 
Wonderland.

Bodie told The Oban Times
Dawn was still unable to walk or 
talk, but she has responded well 
to medical treatment.

He said: ‘It’s very, very slow 
progress, but she’s trying to 
speak now and she’s getting a 
bit of hand-eye co-ordination. 
The hospital services have been 
really, really great.

‘Making the CD was one of 
the most fun things I’ve done in 
years. 

‘It’s just sad I had to do it 
because Dawn was ill.’

Bodie has plenty experience 
of performing on stage, but 

in recent times that has been 
restricted to the odd karaoke 
performance.

‘I was in bands when I was 
younger,’ he said, ‘but this is the 

like this in years. It’s going to be 
a hoot.’

Bodie, who works as head chef 
at the Old Library restaurant he 
runs with his wife Maryann, said 
£6,000 has already been raised 
through CD sales and donations, 
and he hopes the charity night 
can push the total even higher.

People attending the event, 
which has a 1970s theme, are en-
couraged to come in fancy dress 

Buffet is included in the entry 

by local businesses.
The event gets underway at 

7pm.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

the wind band and the pipe 
band playing a joint version of 
‘Highland Cathedral’.

Every year, in memory of their 
founder Vic Ralph, the CVA 
presents the Commando Shield 
to the musician of the year from 
each band. This year it was won 
by Rebecca Shearer from the 
pipe band and Amy Cameron 
from the wind band. See page 4.

Dad rocks 
out as Bowie 
to raise 
hospital cash
Arisaig man takes to stage to thank 
doctors for saving daughter’s life

EXCLUSIVE
 By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

THE CORRAN Ferry service 
across Loch Linnhe was at 
risk of being halted last month 
because of a potential equipment 
failure on the stand-by vessel, it 
has emerged.

The MV Maid of Glencoul
encountered problems with a 
steering head during the three-
week period the main ferry, the 
MV Corran, was undergoing its 

warned members that if steering 
on the 37-year-old vessel broke 
down, the service would cease.

The MV Corran is now back 
working the route with the MV 

Maid of Glencoul moored nearby 
as backup. Today in Inverness, 
transport, environmental and 
community services committee 
councillors will discuss the 
issue. Fort William and Ard-
namurchan councillor Andrew 
Baxter will argue immediate 
action is needed. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘The advice we 

Maid of Glencoul was the spare 
steering head has a problem. The 

crew were unable to make any 
repairs and parts could not be 
sourced anywhere worldwide.

‘We were advised there was a 
distinct possibility the steering 
would fail. We were also told that 
if there was a malfunction on the 
replacement ferry, the service 
would cease immediately until 
the MV Corran returned from 

steering problems in previous 
years, I feel we need to be mak-
ing decisions now - not next 
October.’ He added: ‘If the ferry 
was not running it would virtu-
ally shut down the peninsula.’

Crisis talks on Corran Ferry service
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YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Times Diary

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
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Across
1 One who rules as a representative of the 

monarch (7)
5 Add (3,2)
8 Store for future use (3-2)
9 Level out (7)
10 Area of forces (8,5)
11 Indulge (6)
12 Eyepiece (6)
15 Egotistical (4-9)
18 Measure of sound (7)
19 Blue hue (5)
20 Social class based on heredity or wealth 

(5)
21 A river in Canada, a town in S Alberta or 

an animal in Europe! (3,4)

Down
1 The soft palate (5)
2 A freezing mixture (7)
3 Blameworthy (13)
4 Young ambitious city-dweller (6)
5 Roundabout (7,6)
6 Place away from here (5)
7 Booty (7)
11 Study after a doctor's degree (7)
13 Unoccupied (7)
14 One who dresses others fashionably (6)
16 Place (5)
17 Gloomy (5)

GED CHUAL’ thu Sgeul gun dreach, na aithris e! Ged 
dh’èignichear an seanfhacal, cha bhreugadair e!  Dà sheanfha-
cal a th’ air gu ìre an dearbhadh ceàrr dhan BhBC thar nam 
beagan sheachdainean a chaidh. 

An toiseach, ged a bha mòran amharas agus fathann a’ dol mu 
Jimmy Savile, chaidh co-dhùnadh gun naidheachd a chraoladh 
agus cha b’ iongnadh ged a bhiodh na meadhanan eile a’ 
glaodhaich nuair a nochd an fhìrinn ma dheidhinn an duine. 

Aig a’ char as fheàrr, shaoil iad gun deach co-dhùnadh a 
ghabhail air sgàth ‘s nach robh dearbhadh gu leòr aca ann am 
beachd an fhir-deasachaidh, ach aig a’ char as miosa, shaoil 
cuid gun robhas a’ feuchainn ri sgeulachd a chleith gus cliù a’ 
BhBC fhèin a dhìon. 

Ach dh’fhaodadh cuideachd nach robh anns na thachair ach 
aineolas agus nan robh sin fìor, theagamh gur e as draghaile 
buileach dha buidheann aig an robh uimhir de chliù ann an 
saoghal naidheachdan ris  a’ BhBC.

Cha robh dol às aig stiùirichean na buidhne ach gluasadan 
follaiseach a ghabhail gus smachd a thoirt air deasachadh 
a’ phrògraim agus bha e cha mhòr do-chreidsinneach gun 
tachradh butarrais eile taobh a-staigh chola-deug.  An turas seo, 
chaidh sgeulachd a chraoladh far nach deach dearbhadh gun 
robh i fìor agus tha e soilleir gun robh dòigh gu math sìmplidh 
aca an sgeul a dhearbhadh le dealbh a shealltainn dhan fhear a 
thug dhaibh an sgeulachd. 

An robh luchd-deasachaidh a’ phrògraim an turas seo airson 
a bhith cinnteach nach seachnadh iad sgeul dhuilich mar a rinn 
iad roimhe?  Neo an robh iad airson dearbhadh nach robh am 
prògram air dad dhe chuid faobhar a chall a dh’aindeoin mar a 
bh’ air tachairt le sgeulachd Savile?  

Ge b’ e dè an t-adhbhar, rinn iad mearachd mhòr a rinn 
masladh dhan BhBC agus chan eil farmad aig duine ciallach 
sam bith ris an fheadhainn air am bheil uallach a’ bhuidheann a 
stiùireadh às a’ chath-làraich seo.  Agus tha feum air ughdarras 
a nochdadh gun dàil.

Aig an aon àm, tha tomhas de cho-fhaireachadh agam ris an 
luchd-naidheachd a tha a’ dèanamh dìcheall gus seirbheis làidir 
a chumail ri luchd-amhairc is èisteachd agus na pàipearan gam 
feannadh air gach taobh. Ach tha cuid dhiubh sin iad fhèin 
a’ call rian saoilidh mi, le sgeulachdan farsaing nach gabh 
dearbhadh. 

Na can ach beagan, ach can gu math e! Agus bi cinnteach 
gum bheil e fìor!
EXTRAORDINARY editorial decisions on Newsnight have 
caused the BBC serious embarrassment and threatened its 
status as a news broadcaster.

I sympathise with those dedicated journalists who work hard 
to maintain high standards of impartiality and truth for which 
the Corporation is rightly famous. 

Whatever the facts behind these unfortunate decisions, it is 
vital for the BBC’s reputation and for the morale of its entire 
staff that decisive and effective leadership is immediately 
demonstrated to ensure that authoritative editorial control is 
restored. 

Educating, entertaining and informing the public is a serious 
duty.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by reader Argyll McLetchie of Hants and features the Oban High 
School shinty team of 1966. The photograph was taken by the late Greig Anderson who, along with fellow teacher D 
McLean, ran the team. The team is pictured at Spean Bridge where the Oban team defeated Inverness Academy 3 - 1 
to win the MacBean Cup. Back row, left to right: D MacFarlane; C (Coke) Macdonald; L MacLeod; J Devine; A Barnett; 

and J MacFarlane (Squashy). Front: P Sloss; S Cameron; A MacDougall, captain; A McLetchie; R Cornelius and M Sloss. 
Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must 

be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Oban High School shinty team - 1966

Ceol’s Craic
CEOL’S Craic, the social hub 
and platform for contemporary 
Gaelic culture in Glasgow, 
will be hosting the Lochies 
plus a new generation of 
talent paying tribute to them 
at the near next event in the 
CCA, Sauchiehall Street, on 
Saturday November 24.  

The evening programme 
will start at 7pm when piper 
Roddy MacLeod, Principal of 
the National Piping Centre, 
will welcome guests. Then 
at 7.30pm Tom MacIver, a 
friend of the band, will hold a 
question and answer session. 
This will be followed by a 
performance from Gaelic 
university students. 

Prior to the Lochies taking 
to the stage at 9.30pm, Calum 
Alex MacMillan and Ian 
MacInnes will give their 
own musical tribute to their 
father’s band and there will 
also be a performance from 
Mairi Morrison and Alasdair 
Roberts. 

Clydebank   
ceilidh
ONE COULD be mistaken 
for thinking is was ladies’ 
night at the recent Clydebank 
Ceilidh in Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, but the boys were 
there as well contributing to 
the instrumental part of the 
evening.  

The singers were Catherine 
Tinney, Mary C Maclean and 
Nicola Pearson and Betty 
Campbell, from Cardross, 
gave humorous recitations.  
Accordionist Iain Smith, of 
Trail West, was in ter-

Wood. On this occasion the 
accompanist was Gordon 
Kinniburgh and, appearing 

Jean Lester was in the chair.

Church service
A PIECE of history will take 
place this coming Sunday 
in St Columba Church of 
Scotland when the 9th 
Battalion of HLI, now known 
as the ‘Highlanders’, will be 
bringing their new standard to 
be blessed.  

Interestingly, it has come to 
light that the battalion left for 
action in the First World War 
after a service in St Columba’s 
and this has added an extra 
dimension to the forthcoming 
service. The service will be at 
11.30am on Sunday November 
18 and will be conducted in 
both Gaelic and English. 

Tiree reminder
THE ANNUAL concert of the 
Tiree Association will take 
place this evening (Thursday) 
in Partick Burgh Halls when 
the singers will be Amanda 
Millen, Catriona Watt, Gordon 
McKeeve and Alasdair Whyte 
with accordionist Iain Smith 
and pipers Donald and John 
Campbell.  

The dance to the music of 
Trail West will take place in 
Glasgow Unversity Union on 
Friday evening.

Bardic Supper
WESTBURN Church Hall, 
Nelson Street, Greenock, 

will be the venue, at 7.30pm, 
for the annual Bardic Supper 
organised by Clann Gaidhlig.  

Gillebride MacMillan will 
talk about the bardach of 
Domhnall Ruadh Phaislig, the 
Paisley Bard, and will sing 
some of his work with most 
of the talk being in English.  
Places must be pre-booked by 

clanngaidhlig.org.

Bearsden
Fiddlers rally
BEARSDEN Fiddlers will 
be holding their annual rally 
in Milngavie Town Hall on 
Saturday December 1. 

More details at a later date.

Diary                 
dates
Thursday November 15:  
Glasgow Tiree Association 
Annual Concert - see above.  
Eddi Reader, Glasgow 
Concert Hall. Live at the Star, 
St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Allan Taylor.
Friday November 16:  
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association Annual Dinner 
Dance, Glynhill Hotel, 
7.30pm. Eddi Reader, Perth 
Concert Hall. Glasgow Tiree 
Association Annual Dance 
- see above.
Saturday November 17:
Guild Annual Christmas 
Sale, St Columba Church of 
Scotland, St Vincent Street, 
11am to 1pm. Highlander’s 
Club Ceilidh Dance, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm, Mhairi  
Coutt’s Band.
Sunday November 18: Bruce 
MacGregor, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm. Service in St 
Columba Church of Scotland 
- see above.
Wednesday November 
21: Gaelic Quiz, Park Bar, 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 22: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Thea Gilmore 
and support. Comunn an 
Taobh an Iar Haggis Supper, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie. Fred Morrison, 
WRI Hall, Drummond Hall, 
Comrie.
Friday November 23: Fund 
raising ceilidh dance, St 
Andrew’s in the Square: 
- Annasach Ceilidh Band.
Saturday November 24:
Ceol’s Craic - see above.  
Echoes of Oban, College 
of Piping, 7.30pm. Clann 
Gaidhlig, annual Bardic 
Supper - see above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be played by 
Robert Robertson and his 
band on both Friday and  
Sunday and on Saturday it 
will be Gunna Sound who will 
be playing in the afternoon as 
well as the evening as part of 
the Tiree ‘hangover’.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Black Velvet on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday.  

The accordion day last 
weekend in the Park Bar 
raised nearly £400 for Erskine 
Hospital.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

HOPE Kitchen’s 
meal handouts
not the answer 
Sir,
The article ‘HOPE Kitchen’s dis-
may...’ in The Oban Times of No-
vember 8 does the group’s cause 
no credit and shows a total lack 
of understanding of the sterling 
work of the Co-op, Tescos and 
Argyll and Bute Council which 
have more established history 
in helping the marginalised in 
Oban.  

Many Oban people are ask-
ing, what is the aim of HOPE 
Kitchen, other than giving meals 
to those they deem homeless? 
The organisations in Oban that 
deal with homelessness will 

To say this organisation is en-
tirely self funded is not accurate 
as I have attended the area com-
mittee meetings and know HOPE 
Kitchen got a £1,100 grant and at 
the last meeting the councillors 
awarded them £600. The council 
must be commended

There are pensioners in Oban 
left with the stark choice be-
tween heat or meat. They have 
brought up families, served in 
wars, worked all their lives and 
did not become intentionally 
homeless. They get nothing to 
the extent that HOPE Kitchen 
got off the local authority coun-
cil taxpayers.  

Councillors have responded 
correctly to this ‘charity’. They 
must monitor it. If they don’t they 
will be complicit in developing a 
small Oban underclass that will 
grow in this period of austerity. 

I suggest the way forward 
may be encouraging courses on 
cooking and budgeting.

I am pleased Tesco and the 
Co-op contribute to Fareshares 
because the poverty gap be-
tween the rich and poor is on the 
increase. The contribution by 
Fareshares is helping to establish 
food co-ops in deprived areas 
to help the elderly and young 
families who are in the economic 
margins. My past underclass 
background and my experience 
of poverty is one that I would 
not wish on anyone and I make 
every effort to help anyone in the 
sharp end by offering my time as 
a hand-up and not a handout.
Larry Nugent, pensioner. 

Monsters Ball 
thanks
Sir,
As reported last week, it is with 
disappointment that we have 
decided to cancel the Monsters 
Ball for the foreseeable future 
but we would like to thank all 
those who have helped make 
it such an enjoyable event to 
organise and be a part of over 
the past six years.

The Corran Halls has been 

Louie, Stevo and all the staff 
and management who have put 
a tremendous amount of work 
towards making it all happen 
each year.

We would also like to thank 
Skinny, Harry, Dave, James, 
Stuart, Fergie and Callum. With-
out their efforts, before and after 
the event each year, it would not 
have become the success it did.

everyone who has attended over 
the last six years.

The effort that everyone put 
into their costumes each year 

was astounding and really means 
a lot to us.

Hopefully one day the event 
will return.
Mark Gowdie and Bryan 
Livingston.

Spend CHORD 
money on bus 
shelters
Sir,
I write to you in the hope that 
some of the Oban CHORD 
money will be spent on seats for 
bus shelters, in particular in the 
shelters for buses going to Con-
nel, North Connel, Benderloch 
and Appin from Station Square, 
Oban.

I use these shelters when stay-
ing at North Connel on holiday 
four times a year.

One cannot use the seats in 
Station Square if it is a wet, 
stormy day.

I am sure passengers would 
welcome this upgrading.
Mabel Munro Rowan, Edin-
burgh, President, Edinburgh 
Argyll Association.

More false claims 
on wind energy
Sir,
Yet again we have a represen-
tative of the wind industry 
attempting to deceive the public 
- The Oban Times November 1 
- by perpetuating the myth of 
CO2 savings achieved by this 
technology.

John Morgan, director of 
Green Power Carraig Ghealis, is 
quoted, in the same story as he 
refutes the company cannot af-

as claiming Scotland’s renew-
ables capacity displaced more 
than eight million tons of CO2 
during 2011.  

Mr Morgan knows full well his 
use of the word ‘capacity’ allows 
him to throw in this misleading 
number of eight million tons. 
He also knows the average 
wind turbine operates at nearer 
20 per cent of capacity, so the 
saving in CO2 emissions could 
‘theoretically’ be nearer to 1.6 
million tons. I say ‘theoretically’ 
because by the time the CO2 
emissions attributable to the 
construction and installation of 
the turbines and access roads 
are factored in, any savings are 
miniscule.

Mr Morgan also knows that 
account needs to be taken of the 
CO2 emitted by the conventional 
means of generation which need 
to be on permanent standby as 
back-up, because we cannot rely 
on the wind to blow when we 
need it. Therefore, wind energy 
makes no meaningful contribu-
tion to the displacement of CO2.

Furthermore, Scotland’s 
contribution to global anthro-
pogenic CO2 emissions is only 
about 0.02 per cent, so if we 
produced none at all it would 

global context and therefore on 
global warming.

It is essential for his company’s 
-

tinues to peddle the myths and 
deceptions of their industry so 
that they can continue to feast on 
the absurd renewables subsidies 
which we all pay for. Meanwhile 
our government prevents it from 
acting to stop this madness 
and the environmental groups, 
which have been duped by false 
claims like that above, continue 
to support it.
Alan Thomson, Strontian.

Right to allow 
freedom of speech
Sir,
I, like everyone else, have my 
opinions on the politics of the 
Gaelic language resurgence.

Thankfully, however, I am not 
about to subject your readers to 
my constantly evolving views on 
the subject. 

I am writing to express my un-
easiness at the attitude towards 
freedom of speech expressed 
by one Gaelic supporter in your 
letters page last week. 

I applaud The Oban Times for 
allowing all parties to express 
their views and to trust in the 
readers’ own judgement as 
to their validity. I hope the 
paper opts to take the hit on Mr 
MacNeacail’s 79p. 
Wendy Douglas.

Gaelic well worth 
the money
Sir
I refer to A Rodger’s letter 
‘Why waste money on a dying 
language’ in The Oban Times of 
November 1.  

I am happy Mr Rodger recog-

National Mòd, not only in terms 
of the way in which it supports 
Scotland’s culture but by the 
proven economic contribution it 
makes each year. 

Mr Rodger questions the ‘vol-
umes of money being spent by 
the government’ on the Gaelic 
language. Perhaps he would be 
surprised to learn that presently, 
only 0.08 per cent of the Scottish 
budget is spent on Gaelic each 

of that goes to education, and 
would be spent on education in 
any case.  

that there are more than 90,000 
people in Scotland which have 
some ability in the language. 
The same information shows 
that, out of the 353 electoral 
wards in Scotland, there are 
no wards in which there are no 
Gaelic speakers.

Mr Rodger also describes 
Gaelic as a ‘useless language’. I 
would like to know how he came 
to this conclusion. 

There are currently upwards 
of 1,000 people in employment 
where Gaelic is used in the 
workplace.

Educating children through 
the medium of Gaelic not only 

of bilingualism, but also confers 
on them proven educational ben-

to grow with over 400 children 
going into Gaelic-medium edu-
cation each year – these numbers 
will swell greatly when the 
dedicated Gaelic schools in 
Edinburgh, Fort William and 
Portree open within the coming 
years. Since the launch of the 
Gaelic television channel, BBC 
ALBA, 500,000 people each 
month tune into the variety of 
programmes being broadcast.

Research published by The 
Scottish Government last year, 
Attitudes Towards the Gaelic 
Language, showed that 81 per 
cent of Scotland’s population 
want Scotland to retain its Gaelic 
identity. Useless?
J A MacKay OBE, Ceannard, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. 

War memorial 
grants
Sir,
There cannot be many towns 
and villages that do not have a 
war memorial to the fallen of the 
First World War. 

Of the 128,000 Scots estimated 
to have been killed between 1914 
and 1918 - in proportion the 
highest death toll of any Allied 
nation – thousands came from 
the Highlands and Islands where 
their names are to be found on 
numerous plaques, gravestones 
and monuments scattered 
throughout the area.

After almost a century, some of 
these memorials require costly 
conservation and repair which is 
often beyond the means of many 
small and remote communities. 

The War Memorials Trust 
administers three grant schemes 
funded by The Wolfson 
Foundation, English Heritage 
and Historic Scotland for the 
conservation and repair of all 
war memorials in the UK. 

The trust’s objectives are to 
monitor the condition of war 
memorials and to encourage 
protection and conservation 
through grant schemes where 
appropriate. 

If you think your community 
war memorial may be eligible 
for a grant or if you simply wish 

of the trust and how to access 
expert advice, go to www.
warmemorials.org/grants and 
download the relevant applica-
tion documents.
Iain Thornber, Knock House, 
Morvern.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Pictures, it is said, 
speak louder 
than words.

With that, Diary
refers you to this 
photograph from 
a recent collision 
between a tram 

and a bus in 
Dublin.  

Quote of the week: ‘Sometimes I lie awake at night and ask, 
‘where have I gone wrong? Then a voice says to me, ‘This is 
going to take more than one night.’ Charles M Schulz.

Environmental charity Keep Scotland Beautiful is aiming to 
recruit one million volunteers for a Scottish clean-up campaign 
in the run-up to the Commonwealth Games and the Ryder Cup 
in 2014.

Clean Up Scotland starts in 2013 and will run until the end of 
2014. Volunteers are urged to take to the countryside to clear 

cars. Keep Scotland Beautiful chief executive Derek Robertson 
said that litter was not just a visual blight, but was something 
which affected society, health and the economy. He has called 
on individuals, groups and businesses to get involved and make 
a difference with the aim of creating zero tolerance toward the 
dumping of litter in Scotland.

While there is no doubt that littering is a national problem there 
is a worry that volunteers are being utilised to reduce the burden 
on local authority budgets. A longer-term solution to litter will 
only come from education and changing attitudes.

Supporters or substitutes?
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Christmas Market

Santa’s grotto, mulled wine, homemade mince pies,
arts, crafts, boutique clothing and local designers,
family activities and much more.

Bring this ad with you to the market to receive 10% off
clothing in the Marina Shop. Plus receive a £20 dining
voucher when you spend over £100 in store.
Quote ‘ObanT’ when shopping.

8th & 9th December 2012 from10am-4pm

+44 (0)1700 811075
info@portavadiemarina.com 

portavadiemarina.com

A WILD GIFT

Help us protect wild places. Give 

someone special the gift of membership 

this christmas. 

The John Muir Trust is the UK’s biggest 

wild land conservation charity.

www.johnmuirtrust.org

visit our wild nature 

collection at the online 

shop for inspiring cards and 

presents.
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Come along to our winter festival late opening night on 
Thursday 22nd November for chocolate making demonstrations, 

live music and 10% off chocolate shop purchases*
Take part in our Christmas Jumper competition on the night with 

prizes for the best/worst festive pullover!

www.obanchocolate.co.uk
* 10% off applies to all chocolate purchases from the chocolate shop over £10. 

Excludes non-chocolate products and café purchases.

Oban Chocolate Company, 
         where indulgence is compulsory!

The Oban Chocolate Company, a small, family run business, have been making 
professional, handmade chocolates and wedding cakes since 2003.
Freshly made on the premises every day, 
we have a spectacular array of over 60 
different types of hand-made chocolates 
- choose from hand dipped marzipans or 

New for 2012 is our range of artisan 
chocolate bars with pistachio & rose, 
crunchy espresso beans or caramelised 

and thoughtful little gifts.

100 George Street, Oban

Right here on your high street:
Designer labels at affordable prices!

For that exclusive look without costing a fortune, come 
and browse through our range of designer and top end 

fashion clothing and accessories.

Opening Friday 16th November at 12 noon
Open till 8pm during Oban Winter Festival Week

Find us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/offtherailsoban

hardback 9781906134655  £20.00
‘. . . a very beautiful tribute to Scotland’s Clydesdale horse’

richly illustrated throughout

FOR OTHER GREAT GIFT IDEAS SEE WEBSITE

A R G Y L L P U B L I S H I N G

Argyll Publishing, Glendaruel, Argyll PA22 3AE Scotland
tel 01369 820229

www.argyllpublishing.co.uk

IT’S TIME
TO...

CALL OR TEXT 07867 913689
TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

For every £20

spent on Christmas 

Gift Vouchers 

Receive an 

extra £5

10% OFFyour next beauty treatment with this voucher

SKINCARE
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AA WHYTE & SONS
Builders & Plumbers

Registered Gas & Oil Installers
For all your domestic 

& commercial plumbing 
& heating requirements

Tel: 01855 811438 / 347
Mob: 07979904224 / 

07855813166
Inverwallace, Ballachulish, PH49 4JR

ARE YOU ready for winter? 
Would you know what to do 
if the power went off, your 
pipes burst or you smelled 
gas?
Every winter in the UK, 
almost 30,000 deaths are 
linked to the cold weather so 
being prepared for the worst 
that winter weather can bring 
is important.
Making a household plan and 
collecting items as part of an 
emergency kit can make all the 
difference when things go wrong.
A battery powered radio will help 
you stay in touch with the news 
following a power failure. Keep 
mobile phones and laptop comput-
ers fully charged.
A non-mains powered landline 
telephone will help you stay in 
touch during any disruptions to 
your power supply.
Keep plenty of food and bottled 
water in the house, especially if 

supply of food that doesn’t require 
cooking will keep you going during 
a power outage.
You should also keep a handy 
supply of candles and matches to 
throw some light on your house if 
the lights go out.
Power cuts and loss of other 
utilities including gas, water and 
telephones can happen during the 
winter - just when we need them 
the most.
You should know where your stop 
valve is and how to turn off your 
water and electricity supply at the 
mains.
Keeping warm is also essential for 
good health in winter. Keep your 
home at the right temperature, 
18 to 21°C or 65 to 70°F, to stay 
healthy while keeping bills low.
You should also wrap up warm, both 
inside and out. It is a good idea to 
wear layers of clothing and if possi-
ble, stay inside during a cold period 
if you have health problems.
If you are worried about the cost 
of heating your home this winter 
investigate what help you could 

get. Winter fuel payments of up 
to £300 are available if you were 
born on or before July 5, 1951.
Cold weather payments may be 
available to you if you receive 

who is disabled or under the age 

Even if you’re going away keep 
your heating on at a low tem-
perature to help prevent pipes 

from freezing.

in touch with family and friends 
– particularly if you have been 
stuck in the house for a few days 
– lift the phone.
You should also check up on 
elderly relatives or neighbours 
who might need help, it could 
even help you get a warm feel-
ing on the inside.

Handy emergency telephone numbers:
National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999
Scottish Gas 0800 048 0202
Scottish Power 0845 272 7999
Scottish Hydro Electric 0800 300 999
Scottish Water 0845 601 8855
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16th November 
Leaping Waters 

Switch On
5.00pm

Black Lynn Burn
Airds Crescent

Ballet West 7.00pm 
Corran Halls Oban

Art Auction 
Preview 7.00pm Auction 

7.30pm Regent Hotel

Pipe Band 
Family Ceilidh 8.00pm 
– 1.00am Argyllshire

Gathering Hall

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
6.00pm Harry Potter & 

The Philosopher’s Stone

Skylight Express 
Roller Skating

1.00pm – 6.00pm
6 x 45 minute sessions

Atlantis Leisure
Dalriach Road

War & Peace Museum 
10.00am – 4.00pm

OPEN DAILY
Next to Regent Hotel

17th November 
Dry Ski Slope/

Gorge Walking/Cycling
9.30am – 12.30pm
1.30pm – 4.30pm
Kilbowie Outdoor

Centre Gallanach Rd

Food & Drink Market 
10.30am - 4.00pm Oban 

Distillery
Admission Free: Food 

& Drink from Argyll 
Childrens’ Entertainer

Victorian Market 2.00pm 
– 7.00pm Caledonian 

Hotel

Mulled Wine 3.00pm 
– 5.00pm Ranald Hotel

Stevenson Street

Reindeer Parade 5.00pm 
Leaving Corran Halls

Christmas Lights
Switch On

6.00pm Station Square

Skylight Express
Roller Skating

10.00am – 6.00pm
8 x 45 minute sessions

Atlantis Leisure
Dalriach Road

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
1.00pm Happy Feet

3.00pm Little Women

Comedy Club Presents
HAL CRUTTENDEN & 

Guests
7.30pm Corran Halls

18th November 
Sea Life Centre

Winter Wonderland
with Live Woodcarving

10.00am –
5.00pm

Sea Life Centre,
Barcaldine

Cream Teas &
Carriage Rides

11.30am – 3.00pm 
Dunollie

1745 House
Castle Grounds Tours +
Victorian Travel & School

Exhibition
1.00pm & 3.00pm

£3.00
Dunollie
House

Cook-along-with kids
By Alex Needham
3.00pm – 5.00pm

Waterfront
Restaurant

Skylight Express
Roller Skating

10.00am – 6.00pm
8 x 45 minute sessions

Atlantis Leisure
Dalriach Road

S1 – S3 only Friday 
Freestyle

Check Prices with 
Atlantis

7.00pm – 9.30pm Atlantis 
Leisure

Dalriach Road

Brass Band Concert 
12noon – 3.00pm Oban 

Phoenix
Cinema

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
3.30pm Polar Express

19th November 
Gaelic Book Bug Session

Winter Journey/
Cuairt Gheamhraidh
10.00 am – 12noon 

Undercroft,
Glencruitten

Church Centre

Victorian Puddings
Workshop

2.00pm Dunollie
1745 House

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
7.00pm The 39 Steps

SAMS Student Lecture 
7.00pm SAMS Dunstaff-

nage

Sequence Choir in 
Concert
7.00pm

Corran Halls
Studio Theatre

Kitchen Garden
Christmas Canapes

7.00pm Kitchen Garden
George Street

Art Competition
Exhibition of Entries

& other local art
Daily

Atlantis and/or
Corran Halls
See Website

SEQUENCE CHOIR 
and Friends in Concert

The Studio Theatre, Corran Halls, Oban
November 19 at 7.00pm

Tickets available from The Pink Shop, Benderloch & Oban Music Shop
Adult £5 Child Free

GEORGE STREET, OBAN  |  TEL: 01631 565855

WWW.OBANBAYFISHANDCHIPS.COM

*GET A FREE MARGHERITA PIZZA 
WITH ANY PIZZA ORDERED

Valid from 18th - 24th November

Come and visit us... right in the centre of Town!

Tel: 01631 563736

FREE TEA
OR COFFEE

with any Sit-down 
Supper during the 

Winter Festival

George Street, Oban

Benderloch & North Connel Drama Club
Present the panto…

6th, 7th & 8th December
Evenings 7.30pm.   Saturday matinee 2.30pm

Tickets £10/£7. Family Ticket £28
Reserved seating

Beauty
AND
THE BEAST

OBAN WINTER 
FESTIVAL

Reindeer visit for Oban Parade
REINDEER will 
once again take 
Santa and his sleigh 
through Oban on 
Saturday to help of-

festive season for 
the Christmas lights 
switch on.
Starting at 5pm, 
the evening of fes-
tive fun starts at 
the Corran Halls, 
when the reindeer 
take Santa and his 
special helpers 
Finlay Blackadder 
of Lochnell Primary 
School and Catriona 
MacFarlane, Park 
Primary, who won 
the junior section 

of the Rotary Club’s 
primary school 
Christmas Card 
competition to ride 
on the sleigh.
The Reindeer Parade 
will make its way 
down George Street 
and around Station 
Square with Santa’s 
Special Segways 
joining the entou-
rage, before arriving 
at its Station Square 
destination.
The Eilidh MacInnes 
school of dance, 
Spotlight and 
Benderloch Drama 
Club will provide 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 
while Oban FM will 

provide the music.
A Victorian market 
and other stalls will 
welcome the gather-
ing crowd, before 
Erin MacKinnon 

Rhuaridh Shores 
from Park Primary 
- the senior win-
ners of the primary 
schools’ competi-
tion - will switch on 
the new Christmas 
lights at 6pm.
Meanwhile, Christ-
mas Cards from the 
Rotary competition 
will be displayed in 
the former Clinton 
Cards shop in 
George Street.

Special seasonal cinema at Phoenix
A SPECIAL series 

special discounted 
tickets will provide a 
timely winter warm-
er, thanks to Oban 
Phoenix Cinema’s 
Winter Festival pro-
gramme.
Organised to cel-
ebrate the season, 

specially selected to 
bring festive magic 
to the season in a 

deliver.
The selection ranges 
from timeless 
classics like Gone 
with the Wind and 
The 39 Steps, kids 
favourites like The 

Snowman and Polar 
Express. 
It even extends right 
through to modern 
day greats people 
may have missed 
while the Phoenix 
was closed, such as 
Sherlock Holmes: A 
Game of Shadows.
The showings offer 
the perfect way to 
shelter from the cold 

isn’t your thing, fear 
not. The cinema is 

movie related event 
on Sunday, from 
1pm. The ArtsQwest 
ensemble show will 
help raise money 
for the continuing 

renewal of the cin-
ema, with proceeds 
going towards the 
cost of a new digital 
projector as well as 
the renovation of its 
second screen.
Curious onlookers 
can attend from 
noon for a glance 
around the picture 
house’s hidden 
corridors, with the 
social enterprise 
holding an open day 
for a unique ‘behind 
the scenes’ look at 
how it works.
For more informa-
tion, drop into the 
George Street cin-
ema or phone 01631 
562 905.
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OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY

CONCERT
SUNDAY 25TH NOVEMBER

ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 3.0 P.M.

THE AMICI CELLO TRIO
Full details on obanmusicsociety.org

Non members welcome – 
tickets £10 (£8) Children  Free

GET FESTIVE 
IN THE 

F   REST
Make your own Christmas wreath and tree 

decorations, explore one of  our trails, 
meet Santa and get your face painted 

Saturday December 8th - 11am until 2pm
Fearnoch Forest car park 
(between Connel and Taynuilt)

Free event, no booking required

For further information please contact 
West Argyll Forest District

Tel: 01546 602518
joanne.maclean@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway 

Station
Opening Hours 

Mon-Sat 
07.15-18.10

Part of the 
Oban Winter 

FestivalAtlantis Roller Express
Come along and skate in our winter wonderland with Dj George Noble.
Fantastic fun no matter what your age, and great exercise too. 
Friday 16th - Sunday 18th November at Atlantis Leisure.

Age 5+

£3.50 for an hour using Atlantis’s new skates or £2 for an hour using 
your own skates (rubber wheels only)
Family £10 (2 adults 2 children or 1 adult 3 children)
add softplay or swimming for £1.50

Friday 16th 1pm - 6pm     Saturday 17th 10am - 6pm and 7pm - 9pm
Sunday 18th 10am - 6pm

20th November 
Children’s Lantern 
Workshop 4.00pm 

– 7.00pm Corran Halls

SAMS Student Lecture 
7.00pm SAMS
Dunstaffnage

War & Peace Museum 
10.00am – 4.00pm

OPEN DAILY
Next to Regent Hotel

Cocktail Masterclass 
7.00pm Sloan’s Railway 

Pier
Ticket: £10

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
8.30pm Gangs of 

New York

21st November 
Music Workshops

Bruce MacGregor Fiddle 
Masterclass – details from 

Corran Halls

Xmas Floral Art
Demonstration

7.30pm Argyllshire
Gathering Hall

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
8.30pm The First Great 

Train Robbery

BRUCE MACGREGOR
in Concert

7.30pm Corran Halls

22nd November 
Music Workshop

John Spillane Song Writ-
ing Workshop – details on 

website

Book Bug Session
Winter Journey

9.30am &
11.30am

Oban Library

Gaelic Carols by
Candlelight

7.30pm Dunollie
1745 House

Oban Chocolate 
Factory Open till 9.00pm 

Esplanade Oban

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
Festival Price: Adults £5 

Children £4
1.00pm Gone With the 

Wind
5.30pm Sherlock Holmes 

–
A Game of Shadows

8.00pm Gone With the 
Wind

JOHN SPILLANE
In Concert

7.30pm Corran Halls

23rd November 
SAMS Lecture

By Dr. Henrik Stahl
7.30pm SAMS
Dunstaffnage

Vintage Fashion Show
In Aid of Cancer Research

7.30pm Glencruitten 
Church
Centre

Ghost Walk 7.00pm 
Dunollie House

BIG FAT ELECTRIC
CEILIDH

8.00pm Corran Halls

24th November 
War & Peace Museum 

10.00am – 4.00pm Next to 
Regent Hotel

Animal Aid Craft Fair 
11.00am – 3.00pm Corran 

Halls

25th November 
Carousel Rides

Pods on the Path
Food in the Woods

Corran Halls
Car Park

Dry Ski Slope/
Gorge Walking/Cycling

9.30am – 12.30pm
1.30pm – 4.30pm
Kilbowie Outdoor

Centre Gallanach Rd

COMEDY CLUB
EXTRAVAGANZA

7.30pm Corran Halls

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
1.00pm Polar Express
3.00pm The Railway 

Children

Children’s Market 
12.00pm – 4.00pm Corran 

Halls

Victorian Afternoon
Teas

Studio Theatre
Corran Halls

Oban Music Society
Armichi Cello Trio
3.00pm St John’s 

Cathedral
George Street

Cream Teas &
Carriage Rides

11.30am – 3.00pm 
Dunollie

1745 House
Castle Grounds Tours +

Victorian Travel &
School Exhibition
1.00pm & 3.00pm

£3.00
Dunollie
House

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
1.00pm & 2.00pm The 

Snowman
3.00pm & 4.00pm The 

Snowman
5.00pm The Snowman

Carousel Rides
Pods on the Path

Food in the Woods
Corran Halls

Car Park

Fire Art
4.30pm Outside 

Corran Halls

Lantern Parade 5.00pm 
Leaving Corran Halls

To Oban Distillery

Food Court, Entertain-
ment

Indoor & Outdoor Stage
and SNOW!!!

From
4.00pm

Oban Distillery

Auld Lang Syne 6.30pm 
Oban Distillery

GRAND FINALE 7.00pm 
Esplanade

FIREWORKS – LIGHTS 
AND MUSIC

Due to safety issues, the venue for the Fire Art 
has been changed to outside the Corran Halls 
and will take place at 4.30pm. This has resulted 
in slight time changes for the Lantern Parade 
& Auld Lang Syne.
Times for events are as above and not as 
printed in the original programme.
Please Note: The Food Court, Entertainment 
Indoor & Outdoor stage and Snow!! Is at Dis-
tillery and not at the Corran Halls Car Park.

PROGRAMME
OF EVENTS

2012
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New store in Fort William

For all your outdoor clothing 
and equipment needs

COTSWOLDOUTDOOR.COM 24HR 0844 557 7755 BUY ONLINE. COLLECT IN STORE.
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A82

A82

A82

FA
SS

IFE
RN RD

FA
SS

IFE
RN R

D

DUDLEY RD

PARADE RD

CAMERON RD

D

ALMA RD

VICTORIA RD

KENNEDY RD

MACFARLANE WAY

FR
ASE

R SQ
UARE

M
ID

DLE
 ST

ST
ATIO

N SQ
UARE

WE ARE HERE

FORT WILLIAM

BELFORD
HOSPITAL

WEST HIGHLAND
MUSEUM

Cotswold Outdoor
Fort William
102 High Street, 
Fort William
PH33 6AD

FREE GOODY BAG*
(worth over £100 RRP)

For the first 100 customers in store on Wednesday 21st November

*Only valid to the first 100 customers in the Cotswold Outdoor Fort William 
store on Wednesday 21st November 2012. Only one goody bag per customer. 
Subject to availability. For the first 100 customers only.

Gift buying will 
be top of most 
people’s Christ-
mas agendas, 
and there are 
plenty of options 

in and around 
Fort William for 
someone looking 
for that special 
gift for a loved 
one.

Brue
Highlanders

Tel: 01851 840 377
office@bruehighlanders.co.uk

www.bruehighlanders.co.uk

Finest Pedigree 
Highland Beef, 
freshly cut, vacuum 
packed, labelled, 
boxed and delivered 
(by mid-December)
directly to your address 
UK-wide.

CAOL CUTS 

HAIR DESIGN

All your party hair 
ups and colour 
services for xmas.
Call Caol cuts 01397 702629  
joyce.fraser@talk21.com

Montana
3 + 2 Seater

Only
£999

NEW TEN
10,000 SQ FT 
STORE NOW OPEN

Unit 3, Caol Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

Malton solid Oak Sideboard £299

Fiona recliner

Only £149
Limited stock!

WITH JUST under 40 
shopping days left until 
Christmas, prepara-
tions in Lochaber are 
gathering pace for the 
big day.
The festive lights on 
Fort William High Street 
are set to be turned on 

launching the start of 
the yuletide season in 
the town, brightening up 
the town and bringing a 
bit of Christmas cheer 
to the locals.

A number of 
retailers in the 
area have special 
Christmas deals 
available, and 
the town’s high 
street is currently 
on the up, hav-
ing seen several 
new premises 
open in recent 
months. Another 
major national 
retailer is set to 
open next week, 
with Cotswold 
Outdoor due to 
start trading on 
Wednesday, giv-
ing Lochaber folk 
plenty of time to 
get some Christ-
mas goodies.
Telepoint offers 
the latest in 
electronic goods 
for the family 
member who has 
to have the most 
up to date equip-
ment, while the 
technophobes 

might prefer to 
receive a piece 
of furniture from 
Blackridge in 
Caol.
Everyone wants 
to look their best 
for the special 
occasion, or 
perhaps the work 
Christmas night 
out, so consider 
taking a trip to 
h a i r d r e s s e r s 
such as Caol 
Cuts for a new 
cut or style.
And if the thought 
of cooking 
meal after meal 
throughout the 
festive period is 
too much, Domi-
nos Pizza will be 
on hand. The na-
tional chain will 
be again visiting 
the town after two 
previous visits 
earlier this year 
proved popular 
with locals.

Santa arrives at An Aird Fort 
William last year
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The famous George Christmas Lights will 
be up by the end of November.

We are open every day, all year, excluding Christmas Day.

Food is served all day from 12 - 9pm. Live music every Friday and Saturday.

GREAT VALUE ACCOMMODATION, JACUZZIS, 
ROLL TOPS, OPEN FIRES IN ROOMS

Why not have a few days away before Christmas
Book your accommodation now - relax & enjoy

For more information contact

The George Hotel 

Tel: 01499 302111 or email 
info@thegeorgehotel.co.uk
www.thegeorgehotel.co.uk

Christmas Party Nights 
7 / 8 Dec and 14/ 15 Dec. 

Book your accomodation 
now – relax & enjoy

Winter deals available 
check online for details

Transport available

Eden Deli  Inveraray
Gift Hampers are made to order
Choose from our wide range of 

 Fine Foods, Cheeses, Artisan Coffees
& Handmade Scottish Pottery

Homemade & Famously Good
Roast Lamb Pies, Steak Pies

Sausage & Haggis Rolls & Quiche

Deli Sandwiches & Freshly Ground Coffee
Home Baked Glazed Hams to order

Gift Vouchers available

3 Main Street East, Inveraray, Argyll PA32 8TP 
Tel: 01499 302262

LOCH MELFORT HOTEL
01852 200 233

Visit us on  www.lochmelfort.co.uk

WINNER
Small

Country
Hotel of the 
Year 2012

SPECTACULAR CHRISTMAS LUNCH
3 course classic lunch £35.00pp
5 course gourmet lunch £55.00pp

Let us 
    spoil you!

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

Climate
Control

Christmas
gift ideas…

Rare Reindeer skins £30 OFF
Sheepskin rugs from £39
Sheepskin Gloves £5 OFF
Sheepskin Boots £20 OFF
Chamois leathers ONLY £8.95
Sheepskin insoles ONLY £2.95

Cross the Atlantic 
Bridge to Seil 

Island and visit 

Huge range of 
winter hats, 

handbags, purses 
and wallets 

plus a sparkly 
selection of 

jewellery and 
gemstones

www.highlandarts.co.uk
01852 300273

10% OFF
with this 

advert
(excludes sale items)

JUMP ON THE 
BUS AND 

COME AND 
SEE US!

SERIOUSLY SCOTTISH

Route B844 

Come and taste our Festive
Favourites, Shortbread and our 

world Famous Butter Tablet
Teas & Coffees available

Open daily 10am-4pm

Visit the creative exhibition of C John Taylors 
over 50 years of his lifetime works

ARGYLL residents 
in search of the per-
fect food, hospitality 
and gifts over the 
festive season need 
not look beyond 
their doorstep.
A range of high-end, 
artisan foods is avail-
able across Argyll from 
Winston Church Hill’s 
renowned venison to 
the legendary smoked 

salmon from Inverawe 
Smokehouse to Fyne 
Preserves’ chutneys, 
jams and marmalades.
Whether searching for 

for Christmas lunch or 
a gift, all companies 
are creating gift bas-
kets and hampers.
And if you would like 
a little bit of everything 
Inveraray’s Eden Deli 
is creating a variety of 
hampers with different 

foods. Hampers can 
me made to order and 
can include foods such 
as cheeses, artisan 
coffees, pies, haggis 
rolls and quiche.
For people hoping to 
relax over Christmas 
and leave the cooking 
to someone else, The 

George Hotel and 
Loch Melfort Hotel will 
be on hand to cater to 
your every need, whilst 
Loch Lomond’s Inver-
beg Inn has recently 
launched a popular 
gastro pub.
As the home of great 
Scottish art, Argyll 

also offers locals the 
chance to buy a unique 
piece of art as a gift this 
Christmas. Highland 
Arts on the isle of Seil 
has a range of works 

the beauty of the area, 
alongside traditional 
Scottish gifts including 

tartan goods.
Meanwhile people 
in search of the per-
fect decorations for 
Christmas must pay a 
visit to The Christmas 
Drove in Inveraray – a 
true treasure trove of 
Christmas decorations 
and ornaments.
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Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating
Oil Fired • Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel

Complete Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512
Mobile: 07774 480 393

Email: boydnjl@supanet.com
16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Carpet Services OBAN
Top Quality Carpets and Vinyl !

Roll Remnants !
Unbeatable Choice !

The Best Service !
Tel: 01631 563684

Email: carpetservoban@btconnect.com

Donald Files 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Telephone 01631 565043
Mobile 077327 32447

LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home 

this Christmas
Call 01631 564744 or 

0800 915 8380
Seven seater & wheelchair access available

Proud to have served the West 
Highlands and Islands for 40 years
With over four decades of experience and an exceptional range of skills, 
services and products, we are the contractor of choice for building service 
solutions across every market sector.
www.oes-group.co.uk   info@oes-group.co.uk
24 Hour call out service across the festive season

GET READY FOR SAFE WINTER MOTORING THIS YEAR 
WITH A WINTER SAFETY CHECK
Mot’s, Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

Unit 6, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban. Tel: 01631 566502/566470

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

GROUNDWORKS • BUILDING • ALL TYPES OF JOINERY
STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE WORK

STOVES SUPPLIED & FITTED

24 HOUR CALL OUT
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Closed 25 & 26 December
and 1 & 2 January

We wish all our customers 
a Merry Christmas

Stevenson Street, Oban
01631 563554

Duvets cleaned for Christmas, 2nd one half price

Oban Quality Laundry & Dry Cleaners

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144  or 07918601567
PO BOX 9576, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

62 George Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5SD. Tel: 01631 571221
• Specialist Coffees for Christmas

A range of Christmas cakes and hampers now available

LOCAL SAWMILL

OAK,  ELM AND EUROPEAN LARCH

1/2
TELEPHONE: 01631 569937  •   07881 418565

LOOKING FOR STANDING HARDWOOD, ESPECIALLY OAK

TEL: 07787 125579   •  Email: argyllholistic@hotmail.co.uk
2 Old Crofters, Combie Street, Town Centre, Oban PA34 4HN

Massage & Beauty
Gift Vouchers available

November/December Special Offer
Buy 1 £30.00 Voucher

& get a 2nd HALF PRICE
Christmas Pamper Packages

FOR ALL YOUR 
CHRISTMAS ADVERTISING 

PLEASE CALL 
01631 568000

A-Z OF ESSENTIAL christmas SERVICES
Argyll Holistic Therapy Beds Chair Covers

Dry Cleaning Electricians Firewood

Garage Services Heating & Plumbing Italian Café

Joinery Keith Brimelow Laser Alignment

Makeover New Year’s Resolution Oban Electrical Services

Plumbing & Heating Quality Tyres Renovations

Shetland Sheep Taxis Unbeatable Choice

VAT Returns Weight Loss eXpert Sky Installer

Your Loved Ones Zero Waste
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MOTORISTS on the A82 have been 
given a pre-Christmas boost with 

said: ‘The work programme has gone 

-

-

-

drop-in sessions tomorrow (Friday) 

Catherine Johnston was 

MacPhee and 
Partners win 
customer       
service award

-

-

The Oban Times

Internet first        
for tiny Isle of 
Lewis village

brings broadband to remote 

Businesses

generation broadband to hard to 

broadband experts over the 

Lotto winner 
pockets £400

Thief jailed for 
nine weeks

yesterday as part of a nationwide 

eat and how it gets from sea to 

Caol man guilty of 
restaurant theft

-

Woodland Trust’s Jillian Donnachie helping Spean Bridge pupil Katie Bridges, P5, plant one of the 
first Scots pine saplings at the Corrour Diamond Jubilee Wood. 

of Work and Pensions she was 

had not been aware of the 

Woman not guilty of 

Portree Primary School pupils get up close with some ocean delicacies on Tuesday. 

-

-

-

Newsdesk     
01631

568000

All clear signal for drivers as A82 
traffic lights are removed early

-

-

-

-

-

Photo of 
the Year 
competition

AMATEUR photographers across the West Highlands and 
Islands are being urged to get snapping with the launch 

of Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year competition.

We are looking for photographs that sum up why 
this part of the world is your favourite.

It can be anything, from your favourite place or activity to a 
picturesque sunset or local wildlife.

Entries will be accepted until the end of January, so there is 
plenty of time to get out and about to grab that winning image.

Each week, we’ll run a selection of the best photographs and 
even if you’re not taking part, you can vote for your favourite.

The most popular photographs stand a chance of 
winning fantastic prizes in the Photo of the Year 

People’s Vote and our judges’ Grand Prize categories.  
To enter, log on to www.obantimes.co.uk/poy or send a CD of 
your images to Wyvex Media, Photo of the Year, Lochavullin 

Industrial Estate, Crannog Lane, PA34 4HB.

Terms and conditions: Editor’s decision is final.  Competition is for amateur photographers only.  The winner must be willing to take 
part in publicity. Photographs not of a high enough resolution to appear in print will be disqualified. By submitting to the competition, 
including but not limited to digital video and images, mobile text messages, blogging, message boards, emails and audio submissions, 
you automatically grant Wyvex Media the royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable, exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, modify, edit, 
adapt, publish, translate, create derivative works from, distribute, perform and display such material (in whole or part) worldwide and/or 
to incorporate it in other works in any form, media, or technology now known or later developed for the full term of any rights that may 
exist in such content. Prizes are as stated, no cash alternative.  Employees of Wyvex Media and their immediate family are prohibited from 
entering. Text votes cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.
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• On The Road (15)
Based on Jack Kerouc’s beloved American 
Beat novel, On The Road is the story of Sal 
Paradise (Sam Riley), an aspiring New 
York writer, and Dean Moriarty (Garrett 
Hedlund), a devastatingly charming ex-
con, married to the very liberated and 
seductive Marylou (Kirsten Stewart). 
• Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone (PG)
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
is the first film in the Harry Potter series 
based on the novels by J.K. Rowling. Come 
in out of the cold as Winter Festival Film 
tickets are just £5/£4!
• Happy Feet (U)
This is the story of a little penguin named 
Mumble who has a terrible singing voice! 
However, Mumble has an astute talent 
for something that none of the penguins 
had ever seen before: tap dancing. Come 
in out of the cold as Winter Festival Film 
tickets are just £5/£4!
• Little Women (1994) (U)
With their father away fighting in the 
Civil War, Jo, Meg, Beth and Amy grow up 
with their mother in somewhat reduced 
circumstances. They are a close family 

who inevitably have their squabbles and 
tragedies. Ideal for the family to watch just 
before the Reindeer parade starts at the 
Winter Festival! Come in out of the cold as 
Winter Festival Film tickets are just £5/£4!
• The Polar Express (U)
Santa Claus does not exist. Or does he? For 
one doubting boy, an astonishing event 
occurs. Late on Christmas Eve night, he 
lies in bed hoping to hear the sound of 
reindeer bells from Santa’s sleigh. When 
to his surprise, a steam engine’s roar and 
whistle can be heard outside his window. 
• Looper (15)
In 2074, when the mob wants to get 
rid of someone, the target is sent 30 
years into the past, where a hired gun 
awaits. Someone like Joe, who one day 
learns the mob wants to ‘close the loop’ 
by transporting back Joe’s future self. 
TotalFilm called it the best film of the year 
2012 stating you’ll immediately want to 
go back and see it again! This years The 
Matrix, prepare yourselves for the ride.
• The 39 Steps (PG)
A man in London tries to help a 
counterespionage agent. But when the 
agent is killed and he stands accused, he 

must go on the run to both save himself 
and also stop a spy ring trying to steal top 
secret information.  Come in out of the 
cold as Winter Festival Film tickets are 
just £5/£4
• Gangs of New York (18)
1863. America was born in the streets. 
Amsterdam Vallon (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
returns to the Five Points district of New 
York to seek vengeance. Come in out of 
the cold as Winter Festival Film tickets are 
just £5/£4
• The First Great Train Robbery (15)
In 1855, Edward Pierce (Sean Connery) 
plans to do something that has never been 
done - rob a moving train. Come in out 
of the cold as Winter Festival Film tickets 
are just £5/£4
• Gone with the Wind (PG)
Come in out of the cold as Winter Festival 
Film tickets are just £5/£4
• Sherlock Holmes: A Game Of 
Shadows (12A)
Sherlock Holmes (Robert Downey Jr) has 
always been the smartest man in the 
room...until now. Come in out of the cold 
as Winter Festival Film tickets are just 
£5/£4
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a On The Road Thurs 15th, 18:00, 20:30 • Fri 16th, 21:00
Harry Potter Fri 16th, 18:00
and the Philosopher’s Stone
Happy Feet Sat 17th, 13:00
Little Women Sat 17th, 15:00
The Polar Express Sun 18th, 15:30 • Sat 24th, 13:00
Looper Sat 17th, 18:00, 20:30 • Sun 18th, 18:00

Mon 19th, 21:00 Tues 20th, 18:00 • Wed 21st, 18:00
The 39 Steps Mon 19th, 19:00
Gangs of New York Tues 20th, 20:30
The First Great Wed 21st, 20:30
Train Robbery
Gone with the Wind Thurs 22nd, 13:00, 20:00
Sherlock Holmes: Thurs 22nd, 17:30
A Game Of Shadows

Te
l: 

01
63

1 
56

29
05

 w
w

w
.o

ba
np

ho
en

ix
.c

om
0
8
7
1
9
 0

2
5
7
5
2Be sure to visit 

www.obanphoenix.com 
and check the Coming Soon 

section for all our Winter 
Festival events including our 

very special Brass Concert on 
Sunday 18th at 1pm!!! 

Tickets going fast.

For more great off ers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplements apply on the breaks including hotel accommodation. Subject to availability.

†Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget.

However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your flight exceed this budget,

we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

Overseas
Holidays 2013

Beautiful Tuscany attracts visitors for many reasons; for some 

it is the fi ne art and amazing culture, for others the charming 

Medieval towns and Renaissance splendours, fashionable 

coastal towns and quiet green hills. Experience the many 

Treasures of Tuscany for yourself during this holiday which will 

give you a taste of everything Italy’s favourite region has to off er!

†

Airport taxes & return transfer from the airport to your hotel

7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Aggravi, Chianciano Terme with dinner & breakfast

An upgrade to the 4 star Hotel Moderno, Chianciano Terme is off ered, subject to availability, at a supplement

Treasures of Tuscany

Included excursions to Florence, Rome,
Siena & San Gimignano and Montepulciano & Pienza

Saturday departures

4 May, 15 June & 21 September 2013

8 days from£699pp

8 days from£854pp

Cyprus Jewel of the Eastern Mediterranean

Glasgow †

Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel

with dinner & breakfast.

An upgrade to the 4 star Cyprotel Cypria Maris Beach hotel, Paphos
is off ered, subject to availability, at a supplement

Admission to the Cathedral of St. John and the

Byzantine Museum in Nicosia

Wednesday departures

15 May, 12 June, 11 September & 2 October 2013

from Glasgow airport

Included excursions to the Troodos Mountains 

Andalucian Capitals
Thursday departures

6 & 31 June, 19 September and 17 October 2013

from Glasgow airport

Just across the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco, Andalucia is simply

one of the most beautiful and unspoilt corners of Europe. 

Included excursions to Cordoba, Granada 

& Seville

†

Airport taxes & return transfer from the airport to your hotel

6 nights stay at the 4 star Hotel Antequera Golf, Antequera

with dinner & breakfast

A guided tour of the Great Mosque of Cordoba (Mezquita)

7 days from£749pp

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

what’s onguide
Friday 16th November> Cheesy Floor Fillers
Markie Dans with DJ Stevo, 9.30pm
Saturday 17th November> Latest Dance Tunes
Markie Dans with DJ Darren, 9.30pm
Friday 23rd November> Disco
Markie Dans with DJ Darren, 9.30pm
Saturday 24th November> Tim OConnor
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Friday 30th November> ST Andrews Movember Party
Markie Dans with Chris Suckle, 9.30pm APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

invite you to the 10th 
Anniversary Celebrations
of the reconstruction of the 
Sgeir Bhuidhe Lighthouse
 Saturday 17 November 

 Port Appin Village Hall 2.30pm
Entertainment

by the Three Wee Crows
and Moira Thomson

Afternoon tea
All welcome!

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Argyll Animal Aid
Reg Charity SC 013211

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 24th November

Corran Halls, Oban
11am – 3pm

Craft and charity stalls
Many unusual Christmas gifts and cards

Bric-a-brac
Teas and home baking

Oban Congregational Church

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 17th November

11am – 4pm
In the Church Hall

Tea/Coffee/Home Baking & Soup
Sales stalls in the large hall (next to the church)

Christmas gifts, crafts, greetings cards, toys, games, 
cakes, plants, face painting, tombola, santa

All proceeds to church funds

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)

ceilidh
in TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL SATURDAY, 

17th November 2012 at 7.45 p.m.
Singers - Alasdair Whyte, Robert Robertson, Gilliain MacDonald.

Iain MacAskill (accordion), Merle Harbron (Fiddle).
 Piper - Kimberley Campbell, The Eilidh MacInnes Dancers

Fear an Taighe: Robin Banks
Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children  £2.00 

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Echoes of 
the Mod
Cèilidh

Featuring Mod Prize-winners
St. John’s Cathedral

Saturday, 24th November 
at 7.00 p.m.

Kilninver & Kilmelford
Christmas Fayre
On Sunday 25th November

11.00am – 3.00pm
In the Village Hall,

Degnish Road, Kilmelford
£2.00 Entrance includes

Tea/Coffee & Cake
Children admitted FREE!!

Santa’s Grotto / Local Craft Stalls
Children’s Toy Stalls / Lucky Dip
Christmas Gifts / Home Baking

St Orans & Dunbeg 
Church

Christmas
Fayre

In Connel Village Hall
On

Saturday 24th November
11.00am to 3pm

Coffee & Tea, Soup 
Lunch, Lots to Buy

Oban Pipe Band
Family Ceilidh/Dance

Achnaba
Friday 16th November
From 8.00pm – 1.00am

In the 
Argyllshire Gathering 

Hall

November
m 8.00pm – 1.00am

In the 
Argyllshire GCancelled due to lack of ticket 

sales  Refunds at Music Shop

One entry per purchased copy. The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. 
This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families.  This competition is open to readers of 
other Wyvex Media publications. The £500 vouchers can only be spent in Lidl stores in Fort William and Oban, Scotland. 

WIN £500 

OF Lidl 

vouchers

Collect token 
three today

Christmas
is coming!
To celebrate, The Oban Times is 
giving readers the chance to 
win £500 worth of shopping 
vouchers to spend at Lidl in 
Oban or Fort William this Christmas.

Just imagine the perfect Christmas party this festive season without 
having to spend a penny on food and drink.

Lidl is proud to serve the communities of Oban and 
Fort William and has built up a solid reputation for 
offering excellent quality products and superb value 
for money. Both stores receive a fresh delivery every 
day – 7 days a week. You can also rest assured that 
you will only be charged the exact same low prices 
as charged in every other Lidl store in Scotland.

Token four will be printed next week, and so on.  
Full details on how to send in your tokens in The Oban Times, November 29.

TOKEN
THREE

Easdale launch
for ‘chart art’
PAINTINGS based on nautical 
charts from the west of Scotland 
will be launched on Easdale 
Island at the end of the month.

Gerry Goldwyre has created a 
sequence of paintings based on 
nautical charts of the area, from 
Crinan to Tobermory and all 
points in between. 

The exhibition of the paintings 
will open in The Bothy Gallery, 
Easdale Island, on Saturday 
November 24 at 2.30pm.

Gerry’s previous ‘chart art’ 
has been hugely popular and 
the new works will delight 
everyone with an interest in the 
sea and the dramatic scenery of 
this part of Argyll. In addition, 
Gerry has painted a group of 
watercolour seascapes local to 
the island and a new print of his 
Campbeltown Loch picture has 
been produced. Jan Fraser of 
The Bothy Gallery is ‘thrilled’ 
to be able to show these 

Gallery opened in July and has 

stocking work by several artists 
including Alex Mac Rae, Sue 
Biazotti and Adam and Paul 
Kennedy.

LIBRARIES throughout Argyll 
will be taking part in a week-long 
celebration of literature at the end of 
the month.

Book Week Scotland will take place 
from November 26 to December 
2 and see Oban and Campbeltown 

Libraries included in events. Broths to 
Bannocks, Cooking and Baking with 
Catherine Brown will be in Oban 
on November 27 at 2pm while Tales 
of a Traveller, an Evening with Jess 
Smith, will be in Campbeltown on 
November 26 at 7pm.

OBAN Music Society will host a concert by the 
Amici Cello Trio in St John’s Cathedral on Sunday 
November 25 at 3pm.

The Amici Cello Trio was established in 2001 
when the three cellists were studying at the 
RSAMD together.  Fiona, Helen and Sonia come 
from Kilmarnock, Aberdeen and Edinburgh 

the cello section at NYOS when still at school.
Still comprising the three original members, 

the trio has sustained a successful chamber music 
career balanced with other professional and 
personal interests.  

Scotland with a short extract of a new version of 
Peter and the Wolf with Jamie Macdougall. This 
was part of the Aberdeen International Youth 
Festival of which the group was resident chamber 
ensemble.  

The trio is also in demand as educationalists and 

has designed various school workshop packages.  
The members of the trio frequently work to expand 
the repertoire for the group, sourcing interesting 
works and arranging/transcribing for the 
unusual combination of three celli.  Future plans 
include the creation of a commercial recording, 
commissioning new works and looking after the 
young families that all three members will soon 
have. 

The programme will contain works by a wide 
range of composers including Beethoven, Handel, 
Vivaldi as well as some traditional Scottish 
melodies arranged by the group themselves.

The concert is supported by Enterprise Music 
Scotland and non members of Oban Music Society 
are very welcome. Tickets can be purchased at the 
door. 

The society is keen to encourage school children 
to attend their concerts and entrance for them is 
free.

MORE than 60 works of art mainly 
from local artists will go up for auction 
this weekend as part of a fundraiser for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Hosted by the Regent Hotel this 
Friday, the Oban and Argyll branch of 
the charity will present works from the 
likes of Ian Gowdie and Bob McCul-
lough. One of the star attractions will 
be a charcoal picture of Oban’s most 

iconic shop Chalmers, as drawn by 
James Leitch in the 1960s. The picture 
was donated by the daughter of the late 
‘Jimmy’ Leitch after reading about the 
auction in The Oban Times.

Group secretary Kate Turner said: 
‘She was in tears because it was the 
last of her dad’s work. It shows how 
much she thinks of the cause.’ 

Doors open at 7pm.

Singer back on 
debut stage
A YOUNG singer will perform 

Oban’s Corran Halls - the stage 

years ago.
Elissa Conway, from Oban, 

will support the Bruce 
MacGregor Trio in Oban next 
Wednesday night and will 
perform material from her debut 
EP Just a Dream.

The performance will be an 
emotional return home for the 
Edinburgh Napier University 
popular music graduate who 

stage as an eight-year-old with 
Argyll Youth Theatre.

Elissa said she was excited 
about the performance. ‘I am 
really looking forward to it but 
I am quite nervous at the same 
time,’ said the 22-year old, who 
now lives in Edinburgh. ‘It’s my 

feels perfect to start my career 

SCOTTISH Ballet is coming to Lochaber 
tomorrow (Friday) with exciting free events 
planned for all ages.

The four-day ‘Find your Feet’ programme 
will focus on creative dance, ballet tech-
nique, music, costume and design.

Each event will involve collaboration with 
local organisations, venues, community 
leaders, schools and nurseries as well as rec-
reational groups.

Highlights include a special free per-
formance of First Encounter by third year 
students from the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland’s modern mallet course, created in 
association with Scottish Ballet.

The dynamic new work, by exciting young 
choreographer Chris Marney, will be per-
formed in Lochaber High School tomorrow 
evening at 7pm.

Young people from Fort William pri-
mary schools will feature in an exciting 
Nutcracker Flash Dance Mob in The Parade 
from 12.30pm on Saturday, while an ‘arm-
chair ballet event’ has been laid on specially 
for residents at Moss Park nursing home in 
Caol. 

‘Find Your Feet’ kicks off tomorrow with 
informal ‘Wee Mice’ sessions for parents 
and children aged 18 months to three years in 
Spean Bridge Community Hall at 10am and 
Kilmallie Community Centre at 1.30pm.

Other Friday workshops will be held at 
Lochaber High, Kinlochleven Primary and 
Kinlochleven High. Banavie, Upper Achin-
tore, Inverlochy, Caol and Fort William 
primaries will get a visit from the company 
on Monday. 

Catherine Cassidy, Scottish Ballet associ-
ate education director, hopes the tour will 
leave a lasting legacy with local residents.

She said: ‘The ‘Find your Feet’ project is 

some of the areas we are visiting and I’m 
really excited about the energy and feedback 
we’ve received before we’ve even arrived.’

Full programme information at www.scot-
tishballet.co.uk/education/fort-william.

Elissa Conway. 

The Amici Cello Trio.

Kate Turner with some of the works of art to be auctioned at this 
week’s Macmillan charity auction. 16_t46artauction2

Book Week Scotland in Oban and Campbeltown

Oban art auction fundraiser

Scottish Ballet 
brings fun events 
to Lochaber

Music society hosts concert 
by talented Amici Cello Trio

LORN GARDEN CLUB
‘Climate Change’

talk by Dr Sheena Wurthmann
- can gardeners make a 

difference?
at St. John’s Cathedral Hall, 

Oban
Tuesday November 20, 

7.15pm for 7.30pm
(entrance from lane at rear)

All very welcome.

AS PART of the Oban Winter 
Festival, Oban Comedy Club  
are putting on a number of 
shows throughout the week, 
starting with Hal Cruttenden 
on Saturday, November 17. 

Hal Cruttenden is one of 
the top comedians working 
in the UK today. Recent 
television appearances 
include ‘Michael McIntyre’s 
Comedy Roadshow’ and 
‘The Royal Variety Per-
formance’. On Wednesday 

tunes and beautiful Gaelic 
and Scots songs by The 
Bruce McGregor Trio. In a 

upheaval, a time-out with 
John Spillane on Thursday 

evening is enough to ease 
the load a bit on anyone. 

The man and his music 
are pure magic. Saturday,  
November 24 in the Corran 
Halls will be a top night of 
comedy as some of the top 
names in Scottish stand up 
appear in one action packed 
night. 

A total of six comedians, 
Gary Little Bruce Morton, 
Stu Who?, Scott Gibson, 
Chris Forbes - who sup-
ported Kevin Bridges - and 
Darren Connell will deliver 
a fast paced show.

There will also be com-
edy and music  Masterclass 
Workshops available 
throughout the week.

Oban Comedy Club joins in the 
Christmas spirit at Winter Fest
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

MASSEY FERGUSON
575

£3750 o.n.o.

Good condition, everything works as should. Ideal 
tractor for a small holding.

Please phone 07759931446
HOPKINS GRID SALES

(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 
Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF

Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 
hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

NEW
Valtra A93H 101hp 12x12 power-shuttle c/w loader......................................................................£35,299+VAT
Zetor 100hp 4wd tractor with loader & fork...................................................................................£31,789+VAT
Kioti RX60 16x16 synchro shuttle 60hp 4wd c/w loader .................................................................£24,189+VAT
Kioti DK551 55hp 4wd 12x12 shuttle c/w loader............................................................................£18,995+VAT
Polaris Sportsman 400 4x4 ATV .......................................................................................................£4,399+VAT
Polaris 550XP Demo ATV 40hp 4x4..................................................................................................£4,899+VAT
Polaris Ranger 400 2 seat 4x4 ATV from..........................................................................................£6,699+VAT
Polaris Ranger Diesel, 3 seats and hard cab with doors.................................................................£11,998+VAT

USED
Zetor Proxima 8441 88hp, 1500kg loader, 1060hrs 2007 model ............. .....................................£20,988+VAT
Zetor Proxima 8441 88hp, 1500kg loader, 1600hrs 2006 model ............. .....................................£19,995+VAT
Zetor Proxima 7441 78hp, 1500kg loader, 2400hrs 2006 model ............. .....................................£18,995+VAT
John Deere 6510 Premium 115hp 4wd 4300hrs 1999 model .................. .....................................£16,495+VAT
Carraro TC8400 60hp 4wd Alpine tractor 600hrs, 2007 model ................ .......................................£9,995+VAT
Ausa M50D diesel ATV 3 seats , semicab, tipping bed, 2010 .................... .......................................£6,295+VAT

Strathpeffer Road, Dingwall, IV15 9QF
Tel: 01349 867521 • Fax: 01349 866738 • Parts 01349 867210 • Sales Mob: 07775 584565

Email: sales@mclarentractors.co.uk

Please check out our website for used machinery offers:
www.mclarentractors.co.uk

Tel: 01586 550066 / 550077  Fax: 01586 550088
109 - 119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EX

Jim Martin 
Supplies

Large selection of workwear/clothing, 
hand tools & power tools and 

much more.

FARMING

LOCHMADDY         
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks 
201-250kg – 20 Baleshare £410, 200.0p; 
251-300kg – 20 Baleshare, £650, 219.2p; 
301-350kg – No 1 Kilaulay, Lochboisdale, 
£600, 7 Paiblesgarry, Lochmaddy, 187.3p; 
401-450kg – 6 Claddach Kyles, Loch-
maddy, £700, 4 Claddach Kyles, 168.2p.
Heifers 
201-250kg – 20 Baleshare, £500, 2.00p; 
251-300kg – 6 Claddach Kyles, £510, 20 
Baleshare, 200.0p; 
301-350kg – 6 Claddach Kyles, £510. 
Lambs: 
SuffolkX: 1 Ahmore, £50; 
Cross: 22 & 10 Balemore, Bayhead, £50; 
Blackface: 9 Illeary, Lochmaddy, £50 
TexelX: 15 Liniclate, Creagorry, £48; 
SuffolkX: Dunskellar, Sollas, £47; 
Cheviot: 2 Sollas, Lochmaddy, £42.
Ewes: 
Cheviot: 9 Illeary, £43; 
Blackface: 9 Illeary, £39; 
Cross: 12 Sollas, Lochmaddy, £35; 
Suffolk:15 Liniclate, £32.
Gimmers: 
Cheviot: Corriebheinn, £90; 
TexelX: 3 Claddach, £62; 
Blackface: 20 Knockintorran, Bayhead, 
£60; 
Cross: 13 Knockintorran, Paiblesgarry, 
£50.
Rams: 
Suffolk: 2 Claddach, £240; 
SuffolkX: Sidinish, Locheport, £80; 
Cheviot: 11 Locheport, North Uist, £80; 
Blackface: Sidinish, £80.

LOCHBOISDALE   
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £68 18 West Gerinish
CheviotX £50.50 – 8 Torlum.
Cross: £50 76 Ardnamonie
Blackface: £50 76 Ardnamonie
Rams
£210 – 393 Garrynamonie
Gummers
£85.00 – 5 Dunganichy
Blackface wedders
£68.00, £58.00 & £55.00  - Ormiclate & 
Bornish SSC 
Ewes
Blackface: £55.00 – 2 Balivanich : £41.00 
– 11 Howmore
Cross: £40.00 – Ormiclate & 3 Bunavullin
Cheviot: £40.00 – MacSweens 
Dunganichy

LOCHBOISDALE       
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: £725 – 342 North 
Boisdale £715 – 5 Milton and 344 North 
Boisdale  £710 -9 Milton  £700 – 328 North 
Boisdale  £675 – 7 Frobost and 342 North 
Boisdale(2)  £670 (2) – 348 North Boisdale  
£665 – 325 North Boisdale  £650 – 253 
Daliburgh  £635 and £605 – Hopewell 
Cottage  £600 – 342 North Boisdale and 
123 Craigston (Barra).
Charolais X: £905 – 15 Ormiclate.
Limousin X: £1070, £1030 and £990 – 103 
Carnan £985 – 101 Carnan  £970 – 103 
Carnan  £940 and £930 – 101 Carnan  £915 
– 1 Airidhmhuillin  £885 – MacSween’s 
Dunganichy £880 – 19 West Gerinish  £845 
– 61 Bualuachrach and 1 Ormiclate  £835 
– 1 Airdhmhuillin  £825 – Drimore Farm  
£820 – 21 Griminish £815 – 100 Carnan  
£800 – 9 Milton  £790 – 12 Ormiclate  £775 
– MacSweens Dunganichy £755 – Drimore 
Farm and Aird Illery  £750 – 1 Ormiclate  
£745 – 20 West Gerinish, 1 Airidhmhuillin 
and Aird Illery  £735 – 61 Bualuchrach and 
Drimore Farm(2)  £730 – 19 West Gerinish 
and 12 Ormiclate  £725 – 1 Drinisdale and 
15 Ormiclate  £720 – 19 West Gerinish  
£715 – 1 Ormiclate, 14 West Gerinish,7 
Eoligarry and Aird Illery  £710 – 6 West 
Gerinish  £705 – 1 Ormiclate(2), 14 West 
Gerinish, 6 Ormiclate, 19 West Gerinish, 12 
Ormiclate, 15 Ormiclate and Aird Illery(2)  
£700 – 3 West Gerinish, 5 Dunmor(3), 9 
Milton and 11 west Gerinish.
LuingX: £610 117 Craigston,Barra.
ShorthornX: £1075  221 Stoneybridge.
Simmental X: £825 – 348 North Boisdale  
£785 – 15 Ormiclate  £740 – 2 Drimisdale  
£725 – 200 Stoneybridge  £710 – 426 North 
Lochboisdale  £695(2) and £685(3) – 8 
Milton  £665 – 12 Caolis, Vatersay  £665 
and £655(3) – 8 Milton.  
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: £560 -328 Northbois-
dale.
ShorthornX: £500 – 3 Milton.
Charolais X: £1010 and £900 – Drimore 
Farm .
Limousin X: £865(2) and £745 – 103 Car-
nan  £715 – MacSweens Dunganichy  £700 
– Aird Illery  £690 – 103 Carnan  £685 and 
£665 – 1 Ormiclate  £645 – 15 Ormiclate  
£635 – 103 Carnan and 1 Airidhmhuillin  
£620 – 1 Airidhmhuillin £615 – 5 Dunmor  
£600(2) – 5 Drimisdale.
SalerX: £810 – Drimore Farm.
ShorthornX: £730 – 44 Linique 
Simmental X: £570 – 426 North Lochbois-
dale.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 227p – 5 Milton  206p 
– 12 Ormiclate.
Limousin X: 243p – 103 Carnan  240p- 6 
Ormiclate  236p – 11 West Gerinish  233p 
– 5 Dunmor and 1 Airidhmhuillin  231p 
– 14 West Gerinish and 20 West Gerinish  
230p – 5 Dunmor and Drimore Farm(3)  

229p – 5 Dunmor, 101 Carnan and Drimore 
Farm 226p – 1 Drimisdale,1 Airidhmhuil-
lin and Aird Illery  225p and 222p – 1 
Airidhmhuillin  220p – 14 West Gerinish  
219p – MacSweens Dunganichy and 9 
Milton 218p – Aird Illery, 8 Milton and 3 
Ormiclate  216p – Drimore Farm  215p – 1 
Drimisdale, 4 Nunton and Aird Illery  214p 
– 6 Ormiclate, 12 Ormiclate and Aird Illery  
213p – 1 Drimisdale and 20 West Gerinish  
212p – MacSweens Dunganichy  211p – 6 
West Gerinish  209p – 12 Ormiclate  208p 
– 6 West Gerinish  103 Carnan(2) and 20 
West Gerinish  207p – Aird Illery  206p 
– 19 West Gerinish  205p – 9 Milton, 19 
West Gerinish, 1 Drimisdale, 12 Ormiclate 
and Aird Illery  204p – 7 Eoligarry(Barra) 
and Aird Illery  203p – 6 West Gerinish, 9 
Milton, 1 Airidhmhuillin and 11 West Ger-
inish  202p – 85 Borve(Barra), Aird Illery 
and 3 Ormiclate  201p – 1 Ormiclate and 19  
West Gerinish  200p – 439 Lochboisdale, 1 
Drimisdale, 101 Carnan, Drimore Farm(2), 
9/10 Drimisdale and 21 Griminish.
LuingX: 218p – 117 Craigston,Barra.
ShorthornX: 217p – 9 Bornish  212p – 202 
Stoneybridge.
Simmental X: 218p – 12 Caolis, Vatersay  
217p and 208p – 1 Vatersay  201p – 8 
Milton(2) and 200 Stoneybridge.
Heifers
Limousin X: 222p – 5 Drimisdale  214p(2) 
– 103 Carnan  207p – 5 Drimisdale  200p 
– 3 Ormiclate.
Breeding cattle
Cows with calves
£1040 – 325 North Boisdale
Cast cows
£1070 – 15 Ormiclate  £1040 – 5 West 
Kilbride  £1000 – 328 North Boisdale and 
15 Ormiclate.
Cows per kilo
146p – 348 North Boisdale  145p and 126p 
-328 North Boisdale  127p and 125p – 15 
Ormiclate  123p – 5 Frobost  122p – Aird 
Illery  121p – 3 Ormiclate. 

DALMALLY                    
United Auctions
Bullocks
LimousinX £730  Carie Farm £535,£520 
and £515(3)  Kingairloch Estate.
SimmentalX £590  Balindore
Heifers
LimousinX £620  Carie Farm  £440  Kin-
gairloch Estate.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
LimousinX 214p(3), 211p and 194p(2)  
Kingairloch Estate.
Aberdeen AngusX 194p(2)  Carie Farm.
Breeding cattle
In calf heifers
SimmentalX £1150 and £1100  Duncroisk  
£1080  Dall Farm  £1020(2)  Duncroisk.
Aberdeen AngusX £880  Braes of Ardeon-
aig and Succoth Ardeonaig
ShorthornX £840 and £820  Braes of 
Ardeonaig
Cows with calves
£820 and £800 – Morenish.
Sheep
Lambs
Cross £41 Barbreck Farm
Blackface £39. Blarghour Farm  £35. 
Couston Farm Co
Ewes
£38.  White Gates   £35.Barachander Farm  
£33.  Knock-Dhu
Rams
Blackface 
Ram lamb £150 and £90  Balliemeanoch 
Farm

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Bullocks 
201-250kg – Lochdhu, Nairn, £510, 
239.4p; 
251-300kg – Clury Farm, £900, Lochdhu, 
291.4p; 
301-350kg – Lochdhu, £870, 277.1p; 
351-400kg – LocHalfBreduie, Newton-
more, £865, 226.4p; 
401-450kg – Wester Fearn, Ardgay, £870, 
200p; 
451-500kg – Balintraid, £1,000, 207.5p; 
501-550kg – Wester Fearn, £1,010, Hilton, 
186.6p; 
551-600kg – Hilton, £1015, 181.3p.
Heifers 
up to 200kg – Erchite, Dores, £330, 
188.6p; 
201-250kg – West Syall, Ardgay, £480, 
220.2p; 
251-300kg – Lochdhu, £690, 239.5p; 
301-350kg – Clury Farm, £700, 202.9p; 
351-400kg – Rychraggan, Drumnadrochit, 
£655, GartHalfBredeg, Gorthleck, 173p; 
401-450kg – Nottingham Mains, £810, 
195.2p; 
451-500kg – Burnside Croft, Strathpeffer, 
£875, Rychraggan, 180p; 
501-550kg – Achlain Estate, £950, 184.6p.
In-calf cow 
Simmental X: – 9 Calgarry, Ardvasar, 
£720, CharollaisX – 27 Mains, Bernisdale, 
£700, Limousin X: – 2 Erbusaig, Kyle of 
Lochalsh, £660.
OTM feeding cows Kindeace, (Limousin 
X:), £1,010; Balintraid, (Aberdeen Angus 
X:), £990; Corrimony, (twice) (Limousin 
X: and Aberdeen Angus X:), Lower 
Gartally, Lewiston, (ShoX), Inchindown, 
Invergordon, (Simmental X:), £890.
OTM bullocks and heifers Woodside, Muir 
of Tarradale, (Lim hfr), £970; Rheanbreck, 
Lairg, (Limousin X: hfr), and 3 Peingown 
Kilmuir, (Simmental X: hfr), £910; Grain-
ish, Aviemore, (Aberdeen Angus X: hfr), 
£710.

OTM bulls 8 Swainbost, Isle of Lewis, 
(AA), £610.
Other leading prices per kg
OTM feeding cows Kindeace, (Limousin 
X:), 141.3p; Lower Gartally, (ShoX), 
126.2p; Corrimony, (Aberdeen Angus X:), 
121.9p.
OTM bullocks and heifers 3 Peingown, 
(Simmental X: hfr), 159.6p; Woodside, 
(Lim hfr), 139.6p; Grainish, (Aberdeen 
Angus X: hfr), 102.9p.
OTM bulls 8 Swainbost, (AA), 64.9p.

DINGWALL        
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs 
Texel Wester Moy, Urray, £90, Boblainy, 
£52; 
SuffolkX  Ardnagrask, Muir of Ord, 
£65, Bogmore, Duncanston, £63.50, 15 
Balnadelson, Lairg, £48.50; 
TexelX Achtuie, Drumnadrochit, £66, 
Ardnagrask, £62.50, 13 Upper Dounreay, 
Thurso, £62; 
Cheviot Ballone, Abriachan, £59, Cul-
maily, Lairg, £52, Castle Grant, £51; 

Lower Gaich, Dulnain Bridge, £51; 
Cross Achtuie, £50, Corrish, Balnain, £46, 
Millness Croft, Corrimony, £45; 
Blackface 5/6 Sheader, Uig, £37.50, 2 
Totescore, Isle of Skye, £36; 
CharollaisX Bogmore, Duncanston, 
£55.50; 
Charmoise Ballone, £54.50.
Gimmers 
SuffolkX  Bogburn, Duncanston, £68; 
Swale Cawdor Estate, Nairn, £67; 
Cheviot  Bogburn, £66; 
Cross Bogburn, £62; 
Blackface  Glenvicaskill, Struan, £50. 
Ewes 
SuffolkX  Bogburn, £82, Cambusmore 
Estate, Dornoch, £64, Glaich Na Goire, 
Kiltarlity, £60; 
Blackface Wester Raddery, Fortrose, £78; 
Cheviot  Cambusmore Estate, £76, Bog-
burn, £70, Ardchronie, Ardgay, £69; 
Texel  Wester Raddery, £74, Carnich, 
Gruids, £54; 
TexelX Milton, Boat of Garten, £71, 18 
Camultmuir, Kiltarlity and Balintraid, 
Delny, £50, Ardnagrask, £40; 
Blackface  Peinmore, Portree, £65, Laggan 
of Clachaig, Nethybridge, £56, Bogburn, 
£50; 
Beltex  Wester Raddery, £56;
HalfBred Bogburn, £56; 
Cross Laggan of Clachaig, £51, Bogburn, 
£50, Carnich, £40. 
Rams 
Blackface Newton of Crathie, Ballater, 
£400; 
Texel Newton of Crathie, £350, Veltigar, 
Orkney, £320, Wester Raddery and New-
ton of Crathie, £150; 
Suffolk Newton of Crathie, £300, Stony-
ford, Tarland, £280; 
Beltex Achtuie, £200, 18 Camultmuir, 
Kiltarlity, £70; 
Cheviot 185 Migdale, Bonar Bridge, £180, 
Ericht, Milton of Drimmie and 7 Kiner-
ras, Kiltarlity, £150, Ardchronie, Clachan 
Farm, Inverbroom and Cambusmore 
Estate, £120; 
Charollais Millquoy, Stenness, £100; 
Lleyn Achtuie, £80; 
Blackface  11 Diabaig, Torridon, £80. 
Wedders 
Mule Kentallen, Aros, £46; 
Cheviot 15 Balnadelson, £38; 
Blackface  3 Peingown, £36; 
Cross 5/6 Sheader, £35.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks; 
Up to 250kg – Graystale £600, 246p 
251-300kgs High Wexford £620, 216p; 
301-350kgs  Fullarton £770, Sorn Mains 
224.60p; 
351-400kgs Croftintygan £870, Drumlochy 
220.40p; 
401-450kgs Ballechan £970, 220.30p; 
451-500kgs Elmscleugh  £1120, 223.60p; 
501-550kgs Hangingshaw £1150, 211.40p; 
551-600kgs Wester Keillor £1160, 
196.80p; 
601-650kgs Oatridge £1150, 191.80p; 
651-700kgs Oatridge £1180, 172.50p 
Heifers
Up to250kg Ballathie £500, 213.70p; 
251-300kgs Braeside of Lindores 
£610;207.50p 
301-350kgs Kipperoch £710, 205.20p; 
351-400kgs Riccarton £810, 214.30p; 
401-450kgs Ballechin £920, 222.20p; 
451-500kgs Broomhill £1000, Little Pink-
erton 209.70p; 
501-550kgs Mid Lodge £1050, 205.10p; 
551-600kgs Mid Lodge £1130, 197.60p; 
601-650kgs Oatridge £1160, 186.20p.
Cows; 
Little Inch (CH) £1390, Burnbrae 159.50p; 
Gateside (Lim) £1370, 196.80p; Schi-
vas Est (AA) £1300, Holm Byre 161.20p; 
Hangingside (BB) £1165, 149p; Norrieston 
(HF) £1150, 147.40; Emerline (Sal) £1095, 
Remoy 150.60p; Milton (Sim) £1090, 
Balmonth 144.40p; Fingask (BS) £1085, 
Quixwood 155p
OTM Bulls; 
Gateside (Lim) £1290, Hillview 137.20p; 
New Bigging House (AA) £1290, 141.10p; 
Hillview (Sim) £1065, Silverbirch 109p
Sheep 
Craigannet (TexX) £58; Ballintuim (TexX) 
£57.50; Harperstone (TexX) £57; Ball-
inkinrain (BelX) £65; South Moorhouse 
(CharX) £61; Langfauld (CharX) £55.50; 
Bridge (Mule) £41; Luss Ests (SuffX) 
£56.20; Merkins (BF) £53; Knowehead 
(BF) £39; Kirkton & Ardtalnaig (BF) £36

UNITED  Auctions held a sale 
of all classes of cattle and Sheep 
at Dalmally Auction Mart last 
Saturday.  

A mixed show of sheep sold in 
keeping with current levels.  

Cattle of all classes maintained 
recent rates and all was stock 
was easily cleared.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 386 weaned calves and store cattle 
plus 12 breeding cattle and 77 over 30 
month cattle at Dingwall on Wednesday 
when kilo averages were less due to the 
mixed show of weathered cattle whilst 
quality kinds were short of require-
ments

Stot calves averaged 205.4p and sold 
to 310.3p per kilo and £900 for a 290kg 
Limousin cross from Clury Farm, 
Dulnain Bridge.

Heifer calves averaged 185.4p and 
sold to 266.7p per kilo for a Limousin 
cross from Dunmaglass Estate, Dores, 
and £700 for a 345kg Limousin cross 
from Clury Farm.

Store bullocks averaged 187.3p and 

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual late autumn sale of all 
classes of cattle at Lochboisdale 
Auction Mart when 449 head 
was sold.  

Bullocks sold to £1075 for 
Shorthorn crosses from No221 
Stoneybridge and to 243pence 
per kilo for Limousin cross from 
No103 Carnan.  

The bullocks averaged £633.13 
per head or 190pence per kilo 
against £603.69 or 185pence last 
year.  

Heifers sold to £1010 for 
Charolais crosses from Drimore 
Farm and to 222pence per 
kilo for Limouson cross from 
No5 Drimisdale.  The heifers 
averaged £483.33 per head 
and 173pence per kilo against 
£470.80 or 157pence last year.  

The entry of stock comprised 
of more native breeds this year 

especially hairier types.  
All classes of cows were keenly 

bid for.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd had 565 store cattle and suckled 
calves, plus 640 store lambs and 376 
feeding sheep at Stirling on Monday 
when cattle proved short of buyers’ 
requirements.

Arran
Bullock calves averaged 213p and 

sold to 248.5p per kg for a 330kg 
Limousin from Hamish Mundell, 
Craigton, Fintry and to £855 for a 
390kg Charolais from F Cook & 
Sons, Sliddery Moor, Isle of Arran.

Heifer calves averaged 189p per 
kg and sold to 222.4p per kilo for 
six 290kg Charolais from F Cook & 

Sons, Sliddery Moor, Isle of Arran 
and to £710 for a 335kg Charolais 
again from Sliddery Moor.

Store bullocks averaged 189p and 
sold to 246.2p per kg for a 390kg 
Limousin from Jamie Napier, Pow-

530kg Limousin from Messrs Boyd, 
Dechmont, Cambuslang.

Store heifers averaged 184p per kg 
and sold to 229.5p per kg for a 475kg 
Limousin from Jamie Napier, Pow-

535kg Limousin from Trustees of the 
Late Robert Wotherspoon, Holybush 
Cottage, Slamannan.

In the native bred section bullocks 
sold to £1025 for a 520kg Aberdeen 
Angus from W N McLaren, Blair-
gorts, Buchlyvie while heifers sold to 
£980 for two 500kg Aberdeen Angus’ 
again from Blairgorts Shorthorn bul-
locks sold to £890 for six 490kg from 
Rainheath Ltd, Parboath, Luthrie, 
Cupar, while Luing heifers sold to 
£850 for three 440kg from J Gilvear 
and Sons, Graystale, Stirling.

Lambs sold to £57 for Texels from 
D E Robertson, Cosyden, while ewes 
sold to £50 (twice) for crosses from 
J Gray, Craigmad Farm and Suffolks 
from D Graham, Hillend Farm.

UNITED Auctions held their last sheep 
sale for this year at Lochboisdale Auc-
tion Mart when 806 head was sold.  

All classes sold to a good ringside 
of mainland buyers and realized rates 
comparing favorably to current main-
land values.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 33 weaned 
calves and store cattle plus 593 
store sheep of all classes at 
Lochmaddy last Friday.

Bullocks averaged 193.2p and 
sold to 228.1p per kg for a 285kg 
Limousin cross from 20 Bale-
share, Lochmaddy and £740 for 
a 440kg Limousin cross from 4 
Claddach Kyles, Lochmaddy.

Heifers averaged 184.4p 
and sold to 203.6p per kg for 
a 275kg Limousin cross from 
Templeside, Carinish and £560 

for the same animal and also 
for a 280kg Limousin cross 20 
Baleshare.

Lambs sold to £54 for a Suffolk 
from 1 Ahmore, Lochmaddy. 

Gimmers sold to £95 for a pen 
of Cheviots from Corriebheinn 
Farms, Portree. Ewes sold to 
£49 for a pen of Texel crosses 
from 3 Claddach, Kirkibost.

Feeding sheep sold to £44 for 
Cheviot wedders from Blashaval 
Cottage, Lochmaddy.

Rams sold to £380 for a Texel 
from 7 Middlequarter, Sollas.

Lochboisdale sale 
shows rise on year

Gimmers sell to £95 at Lochmaddy

Island calves dominate Caledonian sale

Cattle clear easily 
at Dalmally sale

Lochboisdale sheep sale

sold to 207.7p per kilo for a pen of 482kg 
Aberdeen Angus crosses from Balin-
traid, Delny, and £1,020 for a 565kg 
Simmental cross from Hilton, Tain.

Store heifers averaged 170.6p and sold 
to 195.2p per kilo for a 415kg Charolais 
cross from Nottingham Mains, Lath-
eron, and £1,015 for a 550kg Limousin 
cross from Achlain Estate, Glenmoris-
ton.

Breeding cattle sold to £800 for a Lim-
ousin cross cow with a Limousin cross 
bullock calf at foot from Fornighty, 
Lethen.

OTM feeding cows averaged 108.1p 
and sold to 144.2p per kg for a 645kg 
Limousin cross from Corrimony, 
Glenurquhart, and £1,010 for a 760kg 
Limousin cross from Corrimony, and a 
715kg Limousin cross from Kindeace, 
Alness.

OTM clean bullocks and heifers aver-
aged 134.6p and sold to 170.7p per kg 
and £1,050 for a 615kg Limousin heifer 
from Achlain Estates.

OTM bulls averaged 91.5p and sold to 
115.2p per kg and £1,210 for a 1,050kg 
Limousin from Blairnafade, Nairn

Quality cattle in short supply at Dingwall

TOMISH TRAINING
HGV & PCV DRIVER TRAINING IN THE 

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF

COURSES INCLUDING

LGV AND
VAN + TRAILER (B+E)

Telephone 01463 741458
Mobile       07760 773 626

www.tomish-training.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF A PRIVATE MOORING: 

SOUTH SHIAN, LOCH CRERAN
Notice is hereby given that Mr Richard has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, in respect of the installation of a private mooring at:
Description Latitude Longitude
Location Co-ordinates Coordinates
South Shian, Loch Creran 56º31.030’N 05º23.916’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Ledaig

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues 
in respect of the application should be made in writing to: Licensing 
Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or by 
e-mail: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference:

SOROBA TRAINING CIC
Company No: SC373500

I, David N Kaye of Crawfords Accountants
LLP, Stanton House 41 Blackfriars Road
Salford Manchester M3 7DB, hereby give
notice pursuant to Rule 4.19 of the Insolvency
Rules (Scotland) 1986 that I was appointed
liquidator of the above named company on
29/10/2012. A Liquidation Committee was not
formed. I do not intend to summon another
meeting to establish a Liquidation Committee
unless requested to do so by one tenth, in

hereby given that the creditors of the above
named company which is being voluntarily
wound up, are required, on or before
30/11/2012 to prove their debts by sending to
the undersigned, David N Kaye of Crawfords
Accountants LLP, Stanton House 41
Blackfriars Road Salford Manchester M3 7DB,
the liquidator of the company, written
statements of the amounts they claim to be
due to them from the company and, if so
requested, to provide such further details or
produce such documentary evidence as may
appear to the liquidator to be necessary. A
creditor who has not proved this debt before
the declaration of any dividend is not entitled
to disturb, by reason that he has not
participated in it, the distribution of that
dividend or any other dividend declared
before his debt was proved.
DAVID N KAYE, Liquidator

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/04150/FUL Alltshellach Hotel
North Ballachulish
Onich, Fort William

Erection of Biomass
Heating Cabin

Time period for comments is 14 days

12/04206/S42 Tigh A Chladaich
Glenmallie Road
Caol
Fort William

Application under Section
42 to develop land without
compliance with condition
1 previously attached to
planning permission ref.
04/00506/FULLO for the
change of use of garage to
garage with integral
residential flat

12/04236/FUL Caberfeidh
Lochyside, Fort William

Extension to house

12/04291/FUL Land 65M East of Ephesus
Roshven, Glenuig

Erection of house

CROFTING
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING
APPLICATION 

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
Mr & Mrs G W Fulford
1 Stronaba, Kilmonivaig
0.0246 ha - Existing house 
site
4.86.40613

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

FORT William manager 
Danny Conlon expects to have 
a near full strength squad for 
this Saturday’s trip to Buckie 
Thistle.

But heavy rain in Lochaber 
has meant the players have been 
unable to train at Claggan Park 
this week, with Conlon having 

short notice.

and trained on the all-weather 
pitch on Lochaber High School, 
but Conlon told The Oban 
Times that was not a long-term 
solution.

He said: ‘For us to train at 
the all-weather pitch costs us 
£60, so there’s no way we could 
afford to do that three times 
a week. It’s one of the biggest 
issues for us, not having a set 
training schedule.’

Fort’s home game against 
Cove Rangers last weekend 
was postponed after torrential 

according to Conlon.
Buckie have had a mixed 

start to the season after a new 
manager was installed in the 
summer, along with a number 
of new players. They currently 
sit 11th, with 16 points from 10 
games.

Conlon said: ‘Having the 
weekend off meant a little bit of 
extra rest for one or two players, 
so I’m hopeful I’ll have close to 
a full strength squad.

‘Last season they weren’t as 
big and strong as some of the 
other teams. We’re going up 
there expecting it to be as hard 
as the game against Forres.’

Railway Bowling Club members enjoyed their annual trophy presentations 
and dinner dance recently. The gents singles champions at the Inverlochy 

club this year was Innes Woods, while Agnes Boyle picked up the trophy for 
ladies singles champion. 

NEARLY 60 runners turned 
up for Lochaber Athletic Club’s 

league season on Sunday, the 
Canal Bank Race.

Two local youngsters, Callum 
Fraser and Craig MacLean, gave 
overall winner Craig Mitchell of 
Shettleston Harriers a run for his 

had ideal conditions and a slight 
change to the race route, keeping 
runners off the road.

MacLean was in the lead until 
halfway, when Fraser took over. 

LOCHABER Leisure have a 
narrow lead over Achintore FC 
after the latest round of games 
in the Ali Young indoor football 
league at the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

Lochaber Leisure were pushed 
all the way by a stubborn AA 
Young side looking for their 

took a narrow 5-4 victory.
Achintore failed to win for the 

3-3 with HWEnergy No Stars. 
The Goon Squad leapfrogged 

Ballachulish into third place 
after a 4-0 win against the south 
Lochaber side.

All Blacks 5-3, while Old 

win of the season, beating 
Portowcy 4-0.

Fort William travel 
to take on Buckie

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Ali Young League

A number of youngsters took part in the juniors race.

Runners get the 
winter league season 
underway at the start 
line of the Canal Bank 

race at Banavie.

But after the tunnel section, Mitchell re-

Fraser eventually ended up in second place 

Manny Gorman of Westies impressed for 

while John Binnie of LAC was the second 

ATHLETICS

Local 
youngsters 
give overall 
winner a 
run for his 
money

Prizewinners from the Highlands and Islands Squash Association Championships.

A NUMBER of Lochaber 
squash players found success 
at the Highlands and Islands 
Squash Association (HISA) 
Championships at Lochaber 
Leisure Centre in Fort William 
last weekend.

Lochaber players took on 
competitors from across the 
Highlands over two days of 
competition, with Liz Merry, 
Bruce MacLean and Chris 
Walker all becoming divisional 
champions.

Walker came from two games 
down to defeat Donald Durrand 
in division three, while Bruce 
MacLean won division four. Liz 
Merry saw off Norma Gregory 

The Premier Division saw an 
extremely high level all play, 
with Lochaber’s Bruce Love, 
Alan Love and Stuart Cameron 
all just missing out on a place in 

MacKay retained his title.
Tournament organiser Allan 

MacKay thanked all those who 
had worked to make the event a 
success, particularly the Leisure 
Centre staff and sponsors 
Premier Inn and Brown’s Res-
taurant. HISA Chairman Dave 
Clem thanked Allan for his great 
effort in running the event.      

SQUASH

Lochaber players do well

and one second.
Nicola Meekin was the fast-

est female runner on the day, 

Club mate Amanda Blackhall 
was second in 33 minutes and 55 
seconds, with Lucy Prins, LAC, 

LAC’s Aileen Duncan said: 
‘Many thanks to the marshals, 
these races could not happen 
without them.

Also well done to the handful 
of Jog Scotland runners who did 
very well.’

The next winter league race is 
the Drumfada Chase this Sunday 
at 11am.

Fort William Golf 
Club prizegiving
FORT William Golf Club cel-
ebrated the top play from the last 
year at their annual prizegiving 
ceremony on Saturday, with 
club champion Duncan Rodger 
presented with the Connachie 
Cup.

Players and club members 
gathered at the club for the 
celebrations, and enjoyed dinner 
and drinks afterwards.

Among the prizewinners 
were Rosemary MacIntyre, 
who picked up the ladies club 
championship trophy, and 
Frank Sweeney, who won the 
senior club championship. Scott 
MacEachan picked up the Rum-
ney Cup after winning the scrath 
match play club championship.
Prize winners:
Connachie cup (men’s club champion-
ship) Duncan Rodger; Rumney Cup 
(scratch match-play club championship) 
Scott MacEachan; Hugh Macintyre 
Trophy (handicap match-play club 
championship) Dougie Duncan; Lochy 

Bar (men’s club championship handicaps 

Bank Challenge Cup (knockout match-
play handicap)  Steven Jamieson; 
Royal Bank Cup (two rounds stroke play, 
scratch) Duncan Rodger; Maciver Cup 
(two rounds stroke play, handicap) Kenny 
Gillespie; Jimmy Bruce Memorial Tro-
phy (greensome knockout, handicap) Cal 
Brown and Mark MacDonald; Scottish 
Pulp And Paper Mills knockout match 
play (handicap) Brian Gillespie; Mairi 
Macintyre Rose Bowl (order of merit, 
scratch) Steven Jamieson; Young Trophy 
(order of merit, handicap) Steven Jamie-
son; Bank Of Scotland Tray (four ball 
match-play, handicap) Dougie Duncan 
and Alex Stewart.
Senior Club Championship - Frank 
Sweeney; Senior four ball (four ball 
match-play, handicap, over 50’s) John 
Cameron and James Duncan; Wolverton 

- James Ross; Captain’s Prize - David 
MacGillvray; Vice Captain’s Prize - Wil-
liam Duncan; Ben Nevis Motors (gross) 
Steven Jamieson; Ben Nevis Motors (net) 

Frank Sweeney; John Soutar Order Of 
Merit Trophy - Toby Richardson; Super 
Seniors - Andrew Brown; British Alcan 
Shotgun Foursome - Ken Jerram and 
Toby Richardson; Famous Grouse - Brian 
Stewart and Neil Young; Craig Paterson 
Memorial Trophy - David MacGillivray.
Ladies – Elliot Trophy (club champion-
ship) Rosie Macintyre; Clydesdale Bank 
Trophy (bronze division club champion-
ship) Ann Lovattl; MacNab Cup (singles, 
handicap) Iona Cameron; E.W.B. Howie 
trophy (three best net scores) Helen 
Brian; E. Cameron trophy (stableford) 
Rosie MacIntyre; West Highland Oil 
Tray (ladies outing) Linda Gillespie; 
Wolverton Cup (ladies summer eclectic) 
Kathleen Leitch; Mungo Cup (ladies 
winter eclectic) Rosie MacIntyre; Budget 
Rent-A-Car - Ann Lovatt; Roseburn 
Trophy (winter stableford singles) 

merit - Rosie MacIntyre; Alex Fairlie Cup 
(mixed foursome matchplay, handicap) 
Kay Jerram and Paul Brian; Moorings 
Hotel Cup (ladies greensome knockout) 
Kim Topping and Ann Lovatt.

GOLF

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02109/PP Erection of conservatory (retrospective) Rudha Na Cloiche Corran
Esplanade Oban
Argyll and Bute PA34 5AQ

Oban Area Office

12/02152/PP Installation of dormer window, erection 
of garage and formation of new 
vehicular access 

1 Roundhouse Isle of Coll
Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

12/02339/PP Erection of replacement conservatory 
roof and windows using existing 
conservatory base 

Staffa North Connel Oban
Argyll and Bute PA37 1RD

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02346/PP Change of use from existing storage 
building to storage of shellfish (in holding 
tanks) and small scale shellfish processing 

The Pier
Ardmor Road Salen
Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute PA72 6JL

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

12/02358/PP Erection of external metal staircase, 
formation of new doorway and 
repositioning of gabion baskets

Police Station
Albany Street Oban
Argyll and Bute PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

12/02362/PPP Site for the erection of two 
dwellinghouses

Garden Ground of Jarew
Fishnish Craignure
Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute PA65 6BA

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

12/02365/PP Alterations and extension to 
dwellinghouse.

Fionnallt Lochawe Dalmally
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AH

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

12/02377/PP Demolition of existing workshop/store 
and erection of replacement garage/
workshop 

Woodhall Appin
Argyll and Bute PA38 4BA 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02396/PP Installation of ground mounted 
photovoltaic solar panels 

Mount Stuart
Glenshellach Road Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 4QJ

Oban Area Office

12/02405/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse, detached 
garage and installation of a septic tank 
(amendment to planning permission 
12/01431/PP - minor amendment 
to positioning of dwellinghouse and 
garage)

Land at Ardteatle Dalmally
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

12/02442/PP Alterations to dwellinghouse including 
formation of separate apartment

Creag Mor Taynuilt
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/02465/PP Formation of vehicular access (part 
retrospective)

Land West of Craig Lora
Edendonich Dalmally
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AS

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02297/PP Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and 
erection of replacement dwellinghouse

Dwellinghouse
East of The Sheiling Mannal
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6UB

Tiree Area Office

12/02353/LIB Erection of external metal staircase, 
formation of new doorway, repositioning 
of gabion baskets and internal alterations

Police Station
Albany Street Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

12/02375/PP Erection of first floor balcony over existing 
flat roof 

Flat 1 Post Office
Main Street Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute
PA75 6NT

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02376/LIB Erection of first floor balcony over existing 
flat roof 

Flat 1 Post Office
Main Street Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6NT

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02427/PP Erection of detached garage Ulva Cottage
Western Road Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6PR

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/01919/PP Erection of 10 metre high anemometer 
mast for a period of 3 years

Land North East of
Ardlussa House
Ardlussa Isle of Jura
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

12/02316/PP Erection of greenkeeper’s shed, installation 
of sewage treatment plant and formation 
of new access track from existing hotel drive

Islay Golf Club Port Ellen
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA42 7AN

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02315/PP Erection of 60 metre high anemometer 
mast for temporary period of 6 years 

Land South East of Rhinns
of Islay Lighthouse Orsay 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

12/02441/PP Change of use of part of former school 
building to form 2 dwellinghouses 

The Old School
School Street
Port Ellen Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
andRegulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

OT

The Oban 
Phoenix Cinema

Cuan Mor Brewery Bar.

New Members 
welcome.
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Carers Direct Limited 
are an independent provider 
specialising in care at home.

We are looking for Carers to work in the 
Oban Area.
Rate of pay from £7.80/hour – variable hours.

Alternate weekends essential. Car driver essential
SVQ 2 preferred, training provided.
Application forms from 01631 569 550.
Registered with Scottish Care Commission. 
Applications subject to PVG Scheme vetting.

have a vacancy for an experienced

Plant Operator 
Please apply in writing or by email stating 

previous experience
FAO Donald MacDonald

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email:- donald@damacdonald.co.uk

Kintyre Area
Full/part time 

Shepherd/ GFW
Experience with 
cattle required, 
must have own 

dogs.
3 Bedroom house 

available
Tel: 07771777989 
or 01880820914 

after 6pm

THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSES

require an

ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN

The Northern Lighthouse Board – www.nlb.org.uk - is the General Lighthouse 
Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man, established by statute to provide, 
maintain and inspect marine aids to navigation throughout its waters.

Based in Oban but travelling to any of the lighthouses within Scotland & 
the Isle of Man, with the requirement to stay at remote locations for periods 
up to 12 days at time, the successful candidate will be offered a wide 
range of technical challenges working in a team carrying out maintenance 

electrical equipment. 

Preference will be given to those who can successfully work as part of a 
team and have experience of, (or who can demonstrate the capability of 
developing skills in), some or all of the following: Maintenance and fault-

solar power generation, PSTN and radio data-communications, instrument 
calibration, PLC diagnostics/documentation, wiring skills to the current 
IEE wiring regulations. As a minimum, a relevant HNC, or equivalent, is 
required.

Salary range is £21,396 (Recruitment Level) per annum to £28,524 plus a 
consolidated overtime allowance of £3,744 per year and a generous career 
average occupational pension scheme. 

For further details and an application pack (closing date Friday 7th December 
2012) please e-mail jobs@nlb.org.uk or write to: - HR Advisor, Northern 
Lighthouse Board, 84 George Street, EDINBURGH, EH2 3DA. 

The Gem Box
Sales Assistant Required

Full time position
Apply in writing to

The Manageress, The Gem Box, Oban PA34 5PT

Service Manager
Based in Lochgilphead. Salary Scale: £23,232 - £25,717 per annum pro rata. (24 hours per week).
Crossroads Caring Scotland – Dalriada and the Isles requires an experienced practitioner in community 
care who also has the management skills to develop and co-ordinate our Respite and Care at Home service 
in Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles.  
You will have a commitment to supporting carers and to developing and delivering quality services that meet 
registration standards and Crossroads standards, along with the ability to manage a dispersed staff team.
For an informal discussion about the post contact Cameron MacVicar, Regional Manager on 0141 226 37938.

An application pack is available from: Crossroads Caring Scotland, 24 George Square, 
Glasgow G2 1EG. Tel: 0141 226 3793, email: info@crossroads-scotland.co.uk or at: 
www.crossroads-scotland.co.uk Closing date:  Friday 30th November 2012.
Crossroads Caring Scotland is an equal opportunities employer. Crossroads Caring Scotland is a registered charity SC013081.

Dalr iada and 
the Is les

Business Development Assistant
Salary £19,526-£22,476

Fixed term appointment for two years

We are looking for an individual with excellent 
organisational and planning skills to join the SAMS 
Business Team who operate SRSL, a commercial 
company that is part of the “SAMS Group”.

The main purpose of the job will be to support 
SRSL business development activities and provide 
administrative assistance to the Managing Director 
directly. Key aspects of the role include, information 
management, coordinating meetings, arranging travel 
and liaising with staff and external customers, as well 
as assisting in the production of commercial tenders 
where necessary.

The post is based at SAMS and would suit someone 
who is pro-active, with the ability to multi-task and who 
enjoys a challenge.

For further information and to apply for this position 
online, go to: www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, 
please write to: Human Resources, Business 
Development Assistant, (Job Ref D19/12.TS), The 
Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish 
Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday
30th November 2012
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities 

policy and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Argyll HomeCare
Argyll HomeCare
reliable and high quality service for those individuals 

requiring additional support or care at home.

Campbeltown: Home Care Workers
Permanent Full & Part time – 

guaranteed minimum 15 hours per week 
(£7.56 per hour plus mileage)

Care experience is desirable but not essential as 
comprehensive training is provided.  Ability to work 

occasional evenings and weekends is essential.
A full driving licence and access to a vehicle is desir-

able.  Previous applicants are invited to re-apply. 
For further information and an application pack 

please email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
or telephone: 01546 600333

Closing date: 30th November 2012

All staff are subject to PVG checks (enhanced disclosure)

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. The main focus 
is Supported Living – supporting people to lead their lives, access services and 
achieve their hopes and dreams. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
Suzzanne Mawer, HR Department,

The Scottish Salmon Company Ltd,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow,

Argyll PA26 8BH
Tel: +44 (0) 1499 600 435 / 415

Email: suzzanne.mawer@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: 5pm Friday 23 November 2012

Visit our website www.scottishsalmon.com

The Scottish Salmon Company is the leading independent producer 
of superior Scottish salmon.
We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 
operations and promoting a responsible environment policy.

net changing and boat handling.

Applicants should be enthusiastic, outgoing, highly motivated, and 
dedicated individuals with good communication and IT skills. They 
should enjoy working in an outdoor environment which at times can 
be challenging. They should be able to operate well as part of a small 

not essential, as the company will also offer further development 

Applicants must hold a full clean driving licence and preference will 
be given to candidates who live on the Isle of Gigha.

Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, with 
weekend working required on a rota basis. Overtime is paid at 
enhanced rates.

package including entry into the Company Pension Scheme. 

Trainee Dental Nurse
required, No Experience

necessary, immediate start,
Please send CV to Argyll Square 

Dental Practice, 
21 Argyll Square, Oban, PA34 4AT

OR E-mail: 
argyllsqdentalpractice@gmail.com

Concrete Technician/Batcher

Long let spacious, 
four-bedroom,
2 bathroom, 
gas centrally 
heated flat.

Partially furnished and 
in excellent decorative 

order.  Available for 
rent in Oban.

Please phone 
01631 562649 evenings

HOUSE
TO LET

BENDERLOCH
3 bedrooms, 
unfurnished,

£600 pcm plus 
council tax and bills.

Telephone 
01631 720597 

after 6pm

CORPACH
Cottage to Let

Semi Detached Cottage, 
adjacent to Caledonian 
Canal, part furnished, 

4 bedrooms, living 
room, separate dining/

kitchen, shower room, 2nd 
shower room/bathroom, 
D/G, electric C/H., rent 
£650pcm, available end 

December. View Telephone 
07703 134618 

TO LET 3 BEDROOM 
HOUSE

Unfurnished, on out-
skirts of Kinlochleven, 

one en-suite, oil heating, 
back and front gardens, 

£625pcm + bills.  
For more information 

contact 07909963667 or 
email levenhomes@

btinternet.com

11 The Greens,
2 bedroom 

furnished apartment, 
no dss, £600 pcm 

plus one months 
deposit plus bills.  

Telephone 
07766811082.

TO LET WANTED
3 Bedroom 

Cottage to Let, 
on croft, Isle of 
Seil. Available 
unfurnished.

£500 pcm + bills.

Tel. 01852 300316 
or

07778 375657

Disappointing summer?
There’s never been a better time to let 
your holiday cottage with cottages4you.

Market-leading £multi million advertising
Dedicated local support from a Regional Manager
Free grading and business review

Call now for more information: 0845 268 9451
or visit: www.cottages4you.co.uk/owners

FLAT TO LET
Two bedroom 
furnished flat 
Ballachulish

Available immediatley. 
Long or short let available

Rent  pcm + 
Council Tax

Two months refundable 
deposit required in advance.

Contact Karena on 01855 
821202 / 07815543430

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Closing date: 30 November 2012.
To apply visit our website

Janitor/Cleaner (Part time)
£13,427 - £16,031 (pro rata) Tayvallich Primary School Ref: CME35232

7.5 hours per week.

Apprentice Mechanic
£12,270 - £19,793 Lochgilphead Ref: DVR00773

Enthusiastic, reliable individual required within the Fleet Section, 

Lochgilphead, to undertake an apprenticeship in vehicle mechanics.

Apprentice Mechanic
£12,270 - £19,793 Oban Ref: DVR00774

Enthusiastic, reliable individual required within the Fleet Section, 

Oban, to undertake an apprenticeship in vehicle mechanics,

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
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RS used
cars

Tel: 07590 914 558 / 07733 888 392
Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 4PJ

Trade-ins welcome and Finance available

Open 7 days
Free Warranty with every car.

www.rsusedcars.co.uk

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

If you are looking for a new car or 4x4, 
please call or check

Lomond Car Centre, Tel: 01389 765666
www.lomondcarcentre.co.uk

Lomond Auto Centre, Tel: 01389 756655
www.lomondautocentre.co.uk

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

W.D. Semple
Visit our NEW website to view a more comprehensive range of 
vehicles on offer
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 VW Golf SE TSi, 5dr, Grey, 13,750 miles .................................... £13,950
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Black, Delivery Mileage..................... £8,250
11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 SE TD11, 5Dr, Grey, 10,650 miles ...................... £9,950
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 5,500 miles ......................... £8,650
60 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI Sport Tourer, Black, 11,000 miles ...... £9,500
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 9,400 miles............. £9,950
10 Peugeot 207 Sport, 1.6 Auto, 5dr, silver, 13,650 miles.................. £8,750
10 Renault Clio i-music 1.2 5dr Blue, 18,000 miles........................... £8,450
59 Renault Megane Exp 1.5 DCi 5dr Black, 12,800 miles ................. £9,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCi 105, silver, 28,000 miles ........................ £9,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 18,000 miles ........................ £9,650
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 5dr, Red, 11,000 miles .................................... £8,950
59 Citreon Berlingo, XTR hdi 90, Cherry Red, 31,250 miles .............. £8,250
59 Renault Modus Exp, 75, 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 5,300 miles ..................... £7,295
09 Peugeot 308 SDT, Silver, 5dr hatchback ....................................... £6,500
08 Renault Megane Dyn Auto, Estate, Black, 25,000 miles................ £6,500
56 Renault Clio Exp. 1.2, 3dr, Blue, 38,000 miles ............................. £4,350
06 Renault Clio Dyn 1.4, 5dr, Black, 24,000 miles ............................ £4,750
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 50,000 miles ............................... £3,995
04 Mazda 2S 5dr, Red, 48,000 miles ................................................ £2,650

COMMERCIALS
11 Renault Kangoo, Silver, 6,000 miles ............................................. £8,500
08 Renault Master, SWB, white......................................................... £8,000
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver......................................... £7,000
05 Renault Master, White ................................................................. £4,000

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri 57,330 miles silver .........................................£4,390
2005 Ford Fiesta 1.25 studio 5dr black 28,000 miles .................................£3,700
2006 Ford Mondeo 1.81~g old 51,230 miles ...............................................£3,350
2005 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 est silver 61,442 miles ..........................................£3,250
2006 Vauxhall Corsa SXI 1.2Ltr Silver 3dr 77,600 miles ............................ £3,175
2004 Renault Megane 1.9 diesel black 3dr 71,000 miles ...........................£2,475
2003 Vauxhall Corsa sxi 1.2ltr blue 3dr 89,000 miles ................................ £2,400
2002 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 club black 7 seater 81,000 miles .......................£1,950

VAN SALES
2006 vw It28 2.5tdi swb red 75,000 miles .....................................£3,795+vat
2007 citreon berlingo 600 xtr+hdi 66,000 miles 4 seater green ....£3,750+vat

VOLVO V50 
2008 (58)

£9950 o.n.o.

2.0D SE Lux, 49k miles, barents blue, winter pack with active bi-
Xenon headlights, upgraded sound system, autofolding mirrors, 

fdsh, tax/MOT 9/13.

Tel: 01631 710279

MITSUBISHI DELICA 
2.5 T.D.  4 X 4

£5750 o.n.o.

Excellent condition. MOT. Taxed.
61,000 miles. Reimo Pop Top. 

Professional Van Tech conversion.

Tel: 07810 481987

£8995 o.v.n.o.

2.5D Automatic, 34,000 miles 
Tax and MOT

Full 4x4, Leather interior,
Twin Elec & towbar, 

CD changer.

Telephone: 
07553 988382

MITSUBISHI L200 
ANIMAL 2007

£1795 o.n.o.

2002, 2.2 turbo diesel, in 
good order, MOT June 2013, 

Tax April 2013, 
all new brakes etc.

Telephone:
01880 740502 or 

07878 363854

MERCEDES
VITO VAN

£2850 o.n.o.

28800 miles Tax 6 mths - 
Full years Mot. 

F.S.H. V.G.C. 1 previous 
owner.

Telephone: 
07590036192

56 CLIO 1.2 
SPORT

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN
SPORT 2.5

£4000 o.n.o.

2006. MOT till September 2013, Taxed till February 2013.

Tel: 01546 602673

£5500

59 plate, full service history, 
30,700 miles,

MOT and Tax one year, 
Two years manufacturers 

warranty remaining.

Telephone: 
01546 600444

HYUNDAI
i30

2005 MITSUBISHI L200
4X4 DOUBLE CAB

£3750

2.5 diesel six months Mot & Tax.
Two previous owners good condition any inspection welcome.

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07876614456

16’ ARRAN BOAT WITH 
CUDDY

£2750

16’ Arran boat with cuddy with 8hp Evanrude 
2 stroke outboard and galvanised road trailer, 

all in good condition.

Tel: 01631 720414

£16,600

Black, 14,000mls, 
immaculate condition. 

Years tax
p/x possible.

Telephone: 
01586 551197

2010 / VOLKSWAGEN
GOLF 2.0 DIESEL GT WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Daihatsus,
any 4 x 4, also 

considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures.
 Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020.

WANTED

All Types of Diggers, 
Mini Diggers, JCBs
3CXs, Also MF and 

CASE, Any Condition, 
Any Age

Telephone: 
01250 884306
07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4’s and light 

commercials, Ford, 
Mercedes, Toyota 

etc.  Finance settled, 
company clearances 

welcome,
high miles, non 

runners considered, 
cash buyer.

Telephone 
07734304924

WANTED FOR 
EXPORT

Landcruisers,
Hilux, also 2 
w/d Vauxhall 

Bravos, any 4 x4 
considered old or 
new, running or 
not, immediate 

payment on 
collection.

Telephone 
07703 490572

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

TOYOTA HILUX
D4D

HL2 single cab. 30000Km. 
07 plate. Private use. 

New canopy. Tax and MOT.

Tel: 0786 7508673

FIAT PUNTO
ACTIVE 1.2

£2500 o.n.o.

5 Door Blue 56 plate
60,000 miles

One years MOT, 6mths Road Tax

Tel: 07726434707

CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
HOMES FOR SALE!

£8500

In excellent condition extras available. Price £8500 each Must be 
taken of site View on www.invercoe.co.uk. 2 bedrooms.

Enquries 01855 811210
Willerby Richmond 28x12 2006 caravans

£4000 o.n.o.

Road legal (‘09 reg)
Heated hanldlebars, 

Towball, Pillion.
Current SORN, no MOT.

Telephone: 
01499500616

CANAM MAX 650CC
QUAD (AUTO)

£1750 o.n.o.

53 reg, 2 ltr Turbo Diesel, 
130,000 miles with ¾ service 

history.  12 months MOT.  
Metallic blue, alloy wheels, 
full leather, full elec pack,

very good on fuel, 
comfortable car.

Telephone: 
0744 7367942

JAGUAR
X-TYPE

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

drain problems

Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

1st Choice Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

wanted

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds stoves

tree services

FIREWOOD
Delivered in 
cubic metre 

bags.
£40 per bag.

Discount for 4 
or more bags.
07747 016900 or 
07920 116297.

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

HARDY FISHING
TACKLE

Old and Modern
Also other makes of 

old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com

Aerial installations

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
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 BABY EQUIPMENT

reasonably light, adjustable 

 BICYCLES

 BRIC-A-BRAC

 BUILDING / DIY

CAR ACCESSORIES

CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

used & no longer needed.  

DOMESTIC PETS

months. Only to good home 

 EQUESTRIAN

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

stainless steel table used in 

 FIREWOOD

 FURNITURE
, Blue 

GARDEN

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

shelves and brushed silver 

older style television. 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

beds. Modern style 

 HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

MAIL ORDER

MARINE

MISCELLANEOUS

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

individual, a treasured 

 TOYS AND GAMES

WANTED

PERSONALS

STUART
16.11.91

With love from

home hardware
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Follow us on 

facebook

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 18 November 2012

Trinity 24
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Choral Mattins.............10.15
Parish Eucharist ........... 11.30

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki NcNelly Provost

(01631) 562323
Holy Cross, Portnacroish,

Appin
Holy Communion......18.00
A cordial welcome to people 

from any church or none
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 18 November 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

MARRIAGES

DEATHS
BLACK – Ivan formerly of 
Crianlarich. Very Suddenly 
at Edinburgh Royal 

8,  2012. Ivan, beloved 
husband of Elizabeth ( née 
McLauchlan), father of 
Chris, Veronica, Allan and 
Derek, grandad of Scott, 
Christopher, Kayla, Dylan 
and Codey. Funeral service 
at Falkirk Crematorium on 
Saturday   November 17, 
2012 at 10am to which all 
friends are invited. Family 

collection will be taken after 
the service in aid of CHAS.
Will be sadly missed.
BOYD – Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on 
Friday, November 9, 2012, 
Annie (Nan), beloved wife 
of Alasdair, dearest mum 
of Anne and Donald and a 
much loved mother-in-law, 
granny and great-granny.
CAMERON - Suddenly 
at Raigmore Hospital 
Inverness on November 
13, 2012, Sheena Cameron, 
Kentallen, Appin, aged 82 
Years. Dearly loved wife 
to Peter, loving mother to 
Dugie and Donald, mother-
in-law to Fiona, cherished 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. Sadly missed 
by all. Funeral service on 
Thursday  November 22, 
at 2:30pm, in Inverness 
Crematorium. All welcome 
to attend, arrangements by 
William T. Fraser and son, 
Culduthel Road, Inverness.
CLASBY – Peacefully, 
while surrounded by his 
family and friends, at home 
on November 8, 2012, 
Allan Clasby, aged 76 
years.  Funeral service will 
be held in Duror Church 
of Scotland on Friday, 
November 16, 2012 at 12 
noon, thereafter to Duror 
cemetery.  All welcome to 

please, donations if desired, 
to Macmillan and Marie 
Curie Nurses may be given 
at the service.  Arrangements 
by John McLellan & Co, 
Fort William.  Tel 01397 
702128.
DRUMMOND - Mary, 
(née McGhee), Castle 
Road, Dunbeg, passed away 
suddenly, but peacefully, at 

on Friday, November 9, 
2012, much loved wife of 
Craig and darling mummy 
to Michael and Calum, 
dearly loved daughter, 
daughter-in-law, sister, 
sister-in-law and aunt.  
Mary will be very sorely 
missed.
GIBSON – Peacefully at 
home in Islay on November 
10, 2012, with family by her 
side, Rose, aged 91 years, 
beloved wife of late Hugh 
and much loved mother of 
Joy and Ailsa, loving nana 
and great-nana.  Interred 
in Bowmore Cemetery.  
Donations may be sent to 
Erskine Hospital and Poppy 
Scotland.
LOMAX – William James.  
Peacefully at Mearnskirk 
House on Friday, November 
9, 2012, Willie, aged 96 
(formerly of South Uist), 
much loved brother of 
Anne Hurd and the late 
Chrissie, Mary and Fred.  
R.I.P.  Reception into St 
Gabriels Church, Merrylee, 
on Thursday, November 22, 
2012 at 9.55am followed by 
Requiem Mass, thereafter 
to Linn Crematorium, 
Glasgow.
LOVE - Peacefully, at 

Glasgow, on November 
10, 2012, in his 80th year, 
Robert, (Bob), beloved 
husband of Anne Campbell, 
Ballygown Farm, Oban 
and Aucharua Cottage, 
Southend, Campbeltown, 
much loved father of 
Elizabeth and father-in-law 
of David, devoted grandpa 
of Ruairi and Emma and 
brother of Janet, Willie and 
the late Jimmy.  Will be 
sadly missed by all.  Funeral 
service will take place at 
The Church of Scotland, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 
on Monday, November 19, 
at 1.30 p.m.  All family and 
friends respectfully invited.  

collection/donations will be 
taken for Ward ‘B’, Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
and Southend Surgery.
MACEACHEN – 
Peacefully at the Uist 
and Barra Hospital on 
October 31 2012, Alistair 
(affectionately known as 
Tom) 6 Howbeg, South 
Uist. Beloved husband of 
the late Annabel. A much 
loved brother, brother-in-
law and uncle. Friend to 
many who will be sadly 
missed. RIP

MACPHEE – Peacefully 
at home after a long illness 
on November 13, 2012, 
John, formerly of Glencoe, 
beloved husband of the 
late Ethel, much loved dad 
of Hugh.  Sorely missed 
father-in-law, granddad and 
great-granddad.  For funeral 
arrangements contact Co-
operative Funeralcare on 
01324 623788.
MATHER – Peacefully 
at Ardenlee Care Home, 
Dunoon, on November 
10, 2012, William (Bill), 
formerly of The Auld 
Smiddy, Cairndow, in 
his 100th year, beloved 
husband of the late Cathie, 
a much loved father, father-
in-law, granddad, great-
grandad, uncle, cousin 
and a friend to many.  The 
Funeral Service will be 
held on Friday, November 
16, 2012 at Kilmorich 
Parish Church, Cairndow 
at 11.30am and thereafter 
to Kilmorich Churchyard, 
to which all friends and 
family are respectfully 

only, but retiral collection 
in aid of Kilmorich Parish 
Church, if desired.
MITCHELL – Kathleen.  
With dignity passed away 
peacefully with close 
family lovingly beside her 
on November 11, 2012, at 
Southern General Hospital.  
Kathleen, of Lundy Road, 
Inverlochy, beloved wife 
of Stewart, dearly adored 
mother of Diane, Greig 
and Tracy, loving sister of 
Eileen, Peter, John, Alex 
and Jacqueline.  Funeral 
service on Saturday, 
November 17, at 12 noon at 
St Mary’s RC Church, Fort 
William to which all family 
and friends are invited, 
followed by internment 
at Glen Nevis Cemetery 
and thereafter reception 
at Alexandra Hotel, Fort 
William.  Donations in aid 
of Belford Hospital and 
Neuro ITU Unit and S.G.H
may be given at retiral from 
the church.
TICKELL - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on  
November 9, 2012, Janet, 
3 Branksome Park, Oban, 
(formerly of Lochaline, 
Morvern), beloved wife of 
the late Jimmy and adored 
mother, mother-in-law 
and granny.  Funeral will 
take place at Kiel Church, 
Lochaline, on Tuesday, 
November 20, at 1.30 p.m.  

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

FENTON – Lucita would 
like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness, telephone 
calls, cards, letters, cakes 

David’s death. It was very 
comforting to have your 
support and kind words.
Thanks to the doctors and 
nurses at Connel Surgery 
and on Ward B Lorn and 
Islands Hospital. David 
was very precious to me 
and your excellent care was 
much appreciated. Finally 
a big thank you to Munns 
Funeral Directors, Rev 
Cringles and Rhona Dunn 
for making a painful day 
more bearable, and to all 
who attended the service at 
St. Orans. Thank you all.
FILES – The family of the 
late Tom Files would like to 
thank all family, neighbours 
and friends for the many 
cards and telephone calls 
received.  Thanks to 
ambulance crew, nursing 
staff and doctors of the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Rev Dugald Cameron, 
Hamish Hoey and Sons, 
Royal Hotel and to all 
who attended church and 
graveside.  Total donations 
for Oban War and Peace 
Museum £343.41.
GODSMAN – The family 
of the late Catherine 
Godsman would like to 
thank family and friends for 
their kindness and support 
following the sad loss of 
their mother and to all who 
attended the service and 
graveside.  Grateful thanks 
to Rev Richard Corbett, 
Rev David White and Rev 
Gordon Mair and to Fay 
and staff for the catering.  
The family would like to 
sincerely thank the staff at 
Moss Park Nursing Home 
for their loving care of 
Cath and to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors for their 
guidance and support.  
Donations received 
amounted to £450 to be 
divided between Moss 
Park Residents Fund and 
Dementia Research.
MACAULAY – Jennifer 
and Margaret would like 
to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy, many cards and 
support at their mother’s 
funeral. Many thanks to the 
Reverend Robert Brookes 
who conducted the service 
of celebration of her life with 
dignity and compassion.
Gratitude to the staff in 
Glassary Ward for the care 
and dedication shown to 
her in her last few weeks.
Thanks also to Munns 
Funeral Directors for their 

arrangement of the funeral.

McCULLOCH – The 
family of the late Catherine 
McCulloch wish to thank 
the medical and nursing 
staff of Lorn and Islands 
Hospital and Lorn Medical 
Centre for their care.  The 
Choir for singing with such 
feeling the hymns chosen 
by Catherine.  Also the 
many friends who sent 
messages of sympathy 
and attended the service 
sensitively conducted by 
the Rev Dugald Cameron.  
Also Hamish Hoey and Son 
and all who donated to the 
retiring collection for the 
British Heart Foundation to 
the sum of £640.
MORRISON – The family 
of the late Neil Morrison, 
wish to thank all who 
came from near and far 
to pay their respects at 
Torosay Parish Church 
and at Suidhe. The sum of 
£950.00 was raised for the 
Macmillan Nurses. Thanks 
to everyone who sent cards 
and letters of comfort 
and support. Thanks to 
Strathclyde Police for 
providing the escort to 
Bunessan, to the serving 

the  Guard of Honour, to 

for being pall bearers, 
and to PC Neil Walker 
for piping at the church 
and Suidhe. Our thanks 
to Cathie MacLean for a 
lovely, personal, service.
Also Sandy MacAuley for 
accordion music, Sarah 
MacAuley for singing, Iain 
MacKay for reading the 
poem, Donald MacGillivray 
for the tribute,  Ian Howell 
for organ music , the other 
church elders who assisted  
and to Ruairidh Morrison 
who piped his grandfather 
from the church. We 
wish to thank Caledonian 
Macbrayne for services 
rendered especially the 
crew of the M.V. Isle of 
Mull. Our thanks also go 
to the Doctors and staff at 
the surgery in Salen, who 
looked after Neil in a caring 
and professional way, and 
to the staff at Dunaros.
Our thanks also to Arlene 
and Ishbel, at Craignure 
and Linda at Bunessan 
for providing food and 
refreshments. Lastly our 
thanks to Hamish Hoey for 
their excellent services.
SMITH - Calum and 
family would like to 
express their heartfelt 
thanks to everyone for their 
messages of sympathy and 
overwhelming kindness 
following the sad loss of 
Angi. Special thanks to 
Rev Chris MacRae for 
his comforting service 
and Mike McFall Funeral 
Directors. Grateful thanks 
to the Doctors and District 
Nurses of Glen Mor 
Medical Practice and also 
Macmillan and Marie 
Curie Nurses for their care 
and support. Thanks also to 
MacDonald Bros and the 
BA Club. Sincere thanks 
to all who came from near 
and far to attend the funeral 
and the extremely generous 
sum of £2010 raised for 
Lochaber Cancer and 
Palliative Care and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care showed 
to us how much Angi will 
be missed by so many.
WYLIE – The family of the 
late Margaret Wylie who 
passed away on October 15, 
2012, would like to thank 
Rev Cringles of St Orans 
and all who attended service 
and graveside, Connel 
doctors and nurses, all 
from Care + , neighbours, 
friends, Hamish Hoey for 
funeral arrangements, Falls 
of Lora.  All who donated 
to Oban Dementia Group 
(£399.87).

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of a very dear 
husband, father and 
grandfather Angus 
Cameron, died November 
18, 1994.
Fondly remembered.
- Rosemary and all the 
family
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of Nancy who 
passed away on November 
20, 2010. Dearly loved 
wife, mum, mother-in-law, 
and granny.
Remembering you is easy, 
We do it everyday, 
It’s just the pain of losing 
you, that never goes away.
- Iain, Iain, Fiona and 
families
CANN – In loving memory 
of my dear brother David 
who passed away November 
17, 2011.
Sadly missed.
- Jimmy, Jessie Robertson 
and family
DAVIS – Gavin Lee 
17/11/2000
We laugh we cry but still 
wonder why Gavin.
Love and miss you so much, 
thinking of you always.
- All our love Mum and Dad 
xxx
DAVIS – Gavin a dearly 
loved brother taken on 
November 17, 2000.
Time may pass and fade 
away
But memories of you will 
always stay
- Love always Sheri and 
Martin xxx
Uncle Gavin.
Just to show I still 
remember.
- Love from Tyler xxx

McKAY-McKAY
At The Royal 

Hotel,Oban, on 
November 3, 2012, 
Gerry, son of Danny 
and the late Barbara, 
Glasgow,to Lorna, 

daughter of Stephen and 
Ellinor, Bridge-of-Allan.

DUNLOP – In loving 
memory of Madge  who 
passed away November 13, 
2006.
Death leaves a heartache no 
one can heal
love leaves a memory no 
one can steal
Love and remembered
 – Mum x
Those who mean the most 
to us 
are never really gone
for in our thoughts & hearts
their memory lives on.
-Love always David & 
Vivienne xx
Gentle Jesus up above
please give granny all our 
love
we miss you Granny 
Madge.
- Love Isla, Iona & Fallon 
xxx
EMSLIE – In remembrance 
of my beloved wife Anne, 
who was taken away on 
November 16, 2002.
We never part from those we 
love
No distance can divide
In memory’s garden day by 
day
We still walk by your side.
- Hamish.
EMSLIE – Remembering 
with love and gratitude our 
mother, mother-in-law and 
granny Anne who passed on 
November 16, 2002.
A light is from our household 
gone
A voice we love is stilled
A place is vacant in our 
home

- Your family.
FORBES – Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband Harry, died 
November 15, 2007.
I miss you more than anyone 
knows
As time goes by the 
emptiness grows 
The tears I weep are wiped 
away
But the ache in my heart is 
here to stay.
Love always.
 - Joan
GILLIES – Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
father Duncan Gillies 
who died 25 years ago on 
November 14, 1987.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Maureen
LOCKHART - Cecil died 
November 9, 2011. In loving 
memory of a dearly loved 
son, brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle.
 Loved and missed every 
day.
-  From his mum Violet, and 
all the Lockhart family at 
home and away.
LOCKHART – Loving 
memory of Cecil. Brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle.
- Ian, Dolly and Families xx
MACINTYRE – Treasured 
memories of my dear parents, 
Mary Elizabeth (nee Boyd), 
who died on November 16 
2005 and Archie (Baldy) 
died December 17 1989.
We loved you then 
We love you now
And will forever more.
- Susan, Jim and family.
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of beloved 
parents, parents-in-law and 
grandparents Archibald 
(Baldy) and Mary (Nee 
Boyd) whose anniversaries 
occur at this time ‘not a day 
passes’.
- Iain, Jane, Caroline and 
Boyd, Oban and Edinburgh.

MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dearly loved 
parents Mary Elizabeth (Nee 
Boyd) who died November 
16, 2005 and Archie (Baldy) 
died December 17, 1989
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart
Too special to ever forget
Love always.
- Betty
MACKAY – Precious 
memories of Christine, a 
special wife, mother and 
nana, who passed away on 
November 18 2006.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Donnie, Donna, Finlay, 
Rebecca and Families
MACLEAN – In memory 
of my loving husband, dad, 
grandad, and great grandad, 
Duncan who passed away 
November 13 2011.
To hear your voice
To see you smile
To sit and talk to you awhile
To be together in the same 
old way
Would be our dearest wish 
today.
- Your loving wife Rita and 
family xx
MACLEAN – Fond 
memories of Duncan
A loving son-in-law and 
brother-in-law.
- Tiree, Dalmally and Oban.
McLENNAN – Treasured 
memories of Kenny a 
devoted husband, father and 
Seniar who died November 
17, 2003.
Life is not measured by the 
years that you live,
But the things you do and 
the love that you give,
As you were Kenny you will 
always be,
Some one precious in our 
memory.
Smile and remember.
- Rena and family.
McINTOSH – Donald 
(Skye) died November 18, 
2011.
Not a day goes by
The pain of losing you will 
never go away.
- His loving wife Wilma, son 
William, daughter Sonia and 
Victoria and daughter-in-law 
Jay and his grandchildren.
MORREN - In loving 
memory of a dear brother and 
uncle, John (Ian) Morren, 
who died November 20, 
2007.
Always remembered.
- Ellen and family and Ron.
PEARSON – Proud and 
precious memories of our son 
Garry who was taken from 
us so tragically November 
13, 1999 aged 22 years.
For we who sadly miss him,
As is dawns another year,
Memories linger within our 
hearts,
Reminiscence keeps him 
near,
In our hearts and thoughts 
always.
- Mum, Dad and family xxx
STORMONTH – In loving 
memory of our dearest 
Marshall who died on 
November 18, 1993. (For 
ever in our thoughts).
- Mum, Murray, Aileen.

Left to right: Josh Layton, Jane Layton with baby Ishbel Layton, Beth Layton, Pete 
Walker, Reverend Roderick Campbell, Emma, Mary and Lewis Walker, Sandra Bruce, 

Mark Brown, Hazel MacCormick and John MacCormick .

LISMORE Parish Church was packed on 
Sunday, October 28 when the Reverend 
Roderick Campbell conducted three 
christenings and welcomed eight new 
members into the congregation.

Emma and seven-year old Lewis Walker 
and baby Ishbel Layton.

The new church members are Jane and 
David Layton, Pete and Mary Walker, 
Sandra Bruce, Mark Brown, and Hazel 
and John MacCormick.

Lismore adds to congregation

A NEW year is just around the corner, 
signalling the start of The Oban Times’ 
search for our Angel of the Year.

Each area has at least one unsung hero 
who goes that extra mile for their com-
munity, often for no reward.

We’re asking readers to nominate those 
individuals for our Angel of the Year title 
– and the £500 prize that goes with it. Two 
runners up will each receive £100.

Editorial director, Stewart MacKenzie, 
said: ‘The West Highlands and Islands are 
known for their strong community spirit 
and togetherness.  Our Angel of the Year 
will be someone who embodies that spirit 
and makes a vital contribution to their 

Last year’s Angel of the Year award was 
shared by Kilmichael Glassary sisters 

Helen McCuaig and Lizzie Scott. The pair 

Glassary Primary School, where they at-
tended as children, as well as a number of 
local charities.

To nominate someone for the award, 
simply explain in 200 words why you 

the coupon on this paper and send it, with 
your nomination, to The Oban Times, 
Angel of the Year, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Alternatively, you can complete your 
nomination online – simply log on to 
www.obantimes.co.uk/angel.

All nominations must be received by 
10am on Monday, December 10 and will 
be assessed by an independent panel of 
judges.

The Oban Times is 
searching for an angel

THERE is a large picture 
hanging in Westminster Abbey 
pinned to a column in the north 
west transept, having the Latin 
name of the `Lux Mondi’ (The 
Light of the World’.

wearing a long white robe with 
a crown made of thorns on his 
head and carrying a lighted 
lantern in his hand.

He is knocking on an old door 
with rusty hinges covered in 
ivy and weeds which has obvi-
ously been kept closed for many 
years.

The unseen owner of the 
house had yet to respond to the 
continuous knocking.

It is a graphic picture depicting 
the lives of so many who have 
heard of Jesus Christ by ear but 
have so far refused to open the 
door to their own lives and al-
lowed him to enter. Those many 
who have welcomed him in have 
found for themselves a wonder-
ful and transforming friend who 
not only sticks much closer than 
a brother but is with them in 

trials of every day life as well as 
days of love and laughter.

It only needs a determined pull 
on the door of your own heart to 
let in the Light of the World and 
to possess a friend and a saviour 
you cannot afford to be without.

John Bartholomew.

Thought
for the 
Week

GRADUATIONS

Graham Cook graduated from University of Lincoln 
with a BSc (Hons) in Animal Behaviour Science.
Graham is the younger son of Terry and the late 

Catherine Cook London,  and a grandson of Katie Ann 
and the late John Morrison Longsdale Crescent, Oban.

WEDDINGS

SMITH – CAMPBELL
Susan Smith and John Campbell both of Telford Place, 

Claggan, married in St Mary’s, Fort William.
Photo by Kenny Ferguson Photography.

FISH – CAIRNS
Deborah Fish and Martin Cairns, both from Fort 

William, were married on the 7th September 2012 at 
Glenspean Lodge.

Photography: Kirsteen Bell Photography.

NOMINATION FORM

Nominee’s name.................................................................................

Nominee’s address.............................................................................
............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

My nominee should win because..... 
(please submit up to 200 words on a separate sheet and attach to this form).

Your name .........................................................................................
Your address .....................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
Daytime telephone number ...............................................................
Email address ....................................................................................

Send to: The Oban Times, Angel of the Year, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  

Do you know an unsung hero 
who deserves recognition?

Nominate someone special today for 
The Oban Times ANGEL OF THE YEAR award

If you know someone who really makes a difference in their community 

or online at www.obantimes.co.uk/angel and let us know.

All nominations will be assessed by an independent panel and the winner 
announced in The Oban Times this Christmas.

  As well as winning a trophy and the title of 
ANGEL OF THE YEAR, the winner will also receive £500.

Two runners up will each win £100. 
All nominations must be received by 10am MONDAY DECEMBER 10 2012.

Full terms and conditions are available online at www.obantimes.co.uk/angel.
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Oban Saints teach 
former pupils
a scoring lesson
Hamilton were struggling to cope with Donald 
Campbell who was in great form up front for Saints

FOOTBALL

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£700

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

L MacDonald
Tayvallich, Lochgilphead

T Kirsop
North Ballachulish

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup
3rd Round

Hamilton FPs 3
Oban Saints 5

SAINTS travelled to the superb 
new 4G pitch at Hamilton 
Palace Sports Ground to take 
on Hamilton Academy Former 
Pupils in the 3rd round of the 
Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup 
and the Oban lads will be happy 
and relieved to get through this 

draw for the 4th round.
Hamilton are presently sitting 

second top of the Caledonian 
League First Division, so Saints 
knew they would be in for a 
tough afternoon, but thanks to 
goals from Craig MacEwan, 
Paul Kerr and a superb hat-trick 
from Donald Campbell the Oban 

round.
The visitors created a great 

chance as early as the second 
minute, and if Ross Maitland 
had been a wee bit more com-
mitted then he would surely have 
scored when he was put through 
by Keith Millar.

Swerved
The Oban side did open the 

scoring in the 9th minute when a 
clever throw from keeper Daniel 
Cassells found Donald Camp-
bell, who cut inside full back 

shot that swerved past the FPs 
keeper Euan Gray.

Hamilton were stung by this 
reversal and came storming back 
into the game and the Saints goal 
led a charmed life on a couple 

acrossed the goalmouth.
Diagonal

Saints were quite content to 
let the home side have the ball 
in their own half and then close 
them down as they neared the 
half way line. The Hamilton 
central defenders kept pinging 
long diagonal balls forward, 
which was causing the visitors 
some problems, but once they 
got this ploy sorted out Saints 
looked reasonably comfortable 
at the back.

The Oban side increased their 
lead in the 17th minute when 
Daniel Cassells launched a long 
kick forward which deceived 
the Hamilton defence. Donald 
Campbell got to the ball wide 
on the left, beat his marker then 
curled a great right foot shot high 
into the top corner of the net - a 
cracking goal.

Hamilton came roaring back 
and Saints were giving away 
some needless free kicks in 
dangerous positions with players 
diving into tackles instead of 

standing on their feet 
Myles McAuley had a good 

chance when he made a great 
run into the Hamilton penalty 
area, but his left foot shot was 
easily saved by the FP netminder 
Euan Gray.

The visitors weathered some 
home team pressure before they 

a great corner from the right for 
Craig MacEwan to outjump the 
home defence to head the ball 
high into the net to make the 
score 3-0.

Saints should have been on 
easy street now, but they allowed 
Hamilton back into the game in 
the 44th minute when Jordan 
Marshall was allowed to run 
from a deep position past a cou-
ple of despairing tackles before 
he thumped a great right foot 
drive past the helpless Daniel 
Cassells to make the interval 
score 3-1.

This was a poor goal for Saints 
to give away so close to half 
time.

The second half started at a 
cracking pace with the teams 
going at each other right from 
the off and both defences had to 
be on top form to deny a couple 
of half chances at either end.

The home side were struggling 

to cope with Donald Campbell 
who was in great form up front 
for the visitors and it was no 
surprise when he and Eddie 
Swift combined for Donald to 
send an inch-perfect ball inside 
the Hamilton full back for Paul 
Kerr who slotted the ball home 
to make the score 4-1.

66th minute and it was that man 
Campbell who was at it again 
when he tormented the home 

past the keeper.
Contrived

The game should have been 
dead and buried now, but the 
Saints defence contrived to 
shoot themsleves in the foot, not 
once, but twice, which made the 
closing minutes of the game a lot 
less comfortable than it should 
have been.

Dene Cassells was adjudged to 
have brought down Ross Holton 

Brown from Prestwick pointing 
to the penalty spot despite strong 
protests from the Oban defend-
ers. Henry Stevenson stepped 
up and drilled the ball home to 
give the home side a glimmer of 
hope.

Donald Campbell netted a hat-trick as Oban Saints defeated Hamilton FPs 5-3 in the 3rd round of 
the Scottish Cup last Saturday. Photo: John MacTavish

At the other end Alan Miller 
had a great chance to put Saints 
back on easy street but he shot 
past the post when it looked 
easier to score.

Hamilton scored their third goal 
when they were awarded a free 
kick 25 yards out after another 
reckless Saints tackle. Jordan 
Marshall stepped up and curled 
a well placed free kick round the 
Saints wall and into the bottom 
corner of the net past the despair-
ing dive of Daniel Cassells.

It was a nervous few minutes 
for the Saints management team 
on the sidelines as Hamilton 
pushed forward as the game 
drew to a close, but thankfully 
the defence regained their com-
posure and it was a very happy 
and relieved contingent that 

Preventable
Manager Iain Jackson was 

delighted at the result. He said: 
‘We played at lot of good foot-

goals, but I was disappointed at 

the goals we lost - all three were 
preventable. However, we beat a 
good Hamilton side and are in 
the hat for the 4th round draw, so 
I suppose at the end of the day 
that’s all that matters.’

Saints are on their travels again 
this Saturday when they make 
the journey to Ayrshire to take 

round of the West of Scotland 
Cup. The game, which has to 

played at Beechgrove Park, with 
a 1.30pm kick-off .

Scottish Amateur football results and fixtures
LAST weekend’s results: Scottish Amateur 
Cup, 3rd round - Campbeltown Pupils 1, 
Rossvale 0; Hamilton FP 3, Oban Saints 5; 
Dunoon 1, Corkerhill 2; West of Scotland 
Cup, 2nd round - Cardross 3, Tarbert 1; 
Division 1B - Millerston Thistle v Loch-
gilphead Red Star, postponed.

-
teur Cup, 3rd round - Dunoon Athletic 
v Star Hearts; West of Scotland Cup, 1st 

INDOOR FOOTBALL

PLOCKTON Small Boat Sailing Club held 
its end of season function in Plockton Hall 
on Saturday, October 27.

Some 60 members enjoyed an evening of 
food, dancing and a quiz. Fiona MacKenzie 
presented the end of season regatta trophies. 

MacKenzie.

Saorsa Trophy winner Christopher Townend, with second placed Grace 
Claxton, right, and Sarah Robertson, who was third. 

Winners of the Saorsa Centreboard Trophy 
for young sailors, races for which are held 
every week throughout the summer, were: 1, 

Sarah Robertson. 

SAILING

Prizegiving at Plockton

RESULTS from the Islay 
Winter League games played 
Sunday 11th November: 1 
Lachlan Gairns;  2 Colin 
Robertson; 3 Robert Shaw.

GOLF

Islay Golf Club

ALL CAMANACHD Asso-
ciation members are invited to 
attend a Season Review meeting 

William on the afternoon of 
Saturday 1st December 2012.
  The main purpose of this 
meeting is to provide a forum 
for open discussion around 
Byelaw 1 (Rules of Play) and to 
consider any possible amend-
ments for introduction prior to 
the start of the 2013 playing 
season.
  The meeting will also provide 
an important update on the 
progress of the Competitions 
Review Group and an opportu-
nity for you to have your say on 
the future shape of shinty.

Further information and 
reminders will be issued to 
Clubs and Associations shortly 
regarding both the Season 
Review and General Meeting 
however should you require 

a matter, please contact Astie 
Cameron on 01463 715931.

SHINTY

Season Review and 
General Meeting

round - Mauchine United v Oban Saints; 
West of Scotland Cup, 3rd round - Har-
mony Row v Dunoon; Coronation Cup, 
1st round - Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Millerston Thistle; Premier Division Two 
- Glencastle Sparta v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Division 1A - Tarbert v East Kilbride. 

FOOTBALL

WITH most teams having the 
good fortune of a bye in The 
Oban Filling Station Cup the 

clash between Markie Dans ‘A’ 
and The Lancaster ‘B’ with the 
Claredon awaiting the winner in 

‘B’ went into the clash looking 
to put their humbling at the 
hands of their ‘A’ team behind 
them and were buoyed by the 
fact three consecutive wins had 
seen them lead the champion-
ship race previously.  However, 
despite having to come from 
behind twice it was the current 
league leaders Markie Dans ‘A’ 

stage and again will have home 
advantage.

The Kelvin hosted Markie 

tie and on current form would 
have been considered favourites.  
In what proved to be a great old 
fashioned cup-tie, neither team 
could get a stranglehold and this 
one went right to the wire before 
past winners Markie Dans ‘B’ 
booked their place in the quar-
ters against the Lancaster ‘A’.

The re-sheduled league match 

Atlantis Leisure 5-a-side 
League: Oban High School 7, 
OES A 0; Stoddarts T & T 2, 
Atlantis 3; The Oban Times 16, 
Glenorchy 1; Carpet Fitters 18, 
OES B 0; RM Builders 23, The 
Royal Hotel 2.  
Team           P  W   D  L  Pts
Oban Times       3    3    0    0    9    
Carpet Fitters    2    2    0    0    6
Oban HS            2    2    0   0    6
RM Builders     1    1    0    0    3
Stobbarts T&T  2    1    0    1    3
Atlantis             1    1    0    0    3
Glenorchy         3    1    0    2    3   
OES ‘B’          3    1    0    2    3
Handy Men       2    0    0    2    0
Royal Hotel       2    0    0    2    0
OES ‘A’             3    0    0    3    0

Oban Times are 
table toppers

involving the Lochavullin and 
Lochnell from week one went 
ahead last week and once again 
if anyone needs a reminder how 
evenly matched teams are this 
year then this is it. Lochnell had 
victory in their sights but then 
had to rally to secure the point 
by winning the last doubles 
match and utimately a draw was 
just about right.

Results:  League - Lochavullin 
5, Lochnell 5. OFS Cup - Markie 
Dans A 6, Lancaster B 3; Kelvin 
4, Markie Dans B 5

Cellar; Claredon v Lochavul-
lin; Markie Dans B v Lochnell; 
Kelvin v Lancaster B; Gluepot v 
Markie Dans A
                   P          Pts
Markie Dans A 4            7
Lancaster A 4            6
Lancaster B         4            6
Cellar           4            6
Lochavullin 4            5
Claredon      4            3    
Lochnell      4            3
Kelvin         4            2
Gluepot      4            2
Markie Dans B 4            0

POOL

Pool teams contest the 
Oban Filling Station Cup

Local scaffolder 
scales new heights

POKER
PETER Gould travelled to the 
Alea Casino in Glasgow as 

Oban’s Aulay’s Bar Poker 
League to compete in the 
APAT Scottish Amateur Poker 
Championship.
Peter cut a swathe through the 

two of the event.
Twenty-seven players returned 

to the second day and Peter 
continued his good form to 

nine. He marched on to claim 
the runners-up spot complete 
with silver medal and a 

It was an even more impres-
sive feat considering this was 

casino.
Aulay’s Bar Poker League 

runs every Monday night at 
8pm. Players of any standard 
are welcome.

THE WEST coast and islands 
region of the Eightball Pool Fed-

tour event of 2012 in the new 
venue of the Lancaster Hotel. 

There was a lot to play for, 
including a 2013 Scotland 
International Squad place, eight 
squad trial places and the title of 

After the previous event it 

was to come with both Geo 
Adam and Jim Muir sitting with 
183 ranking points.

But a very impressive per-
formance by Geo at the Scottish 
singles meant all he had to do 
was turn up to secure his 2013 
Scotland squad place. 

This was just as well with a 

against Scottish internationalist 
Laura Ann Sneddon, Oban, in 

from Markie Dan’s against John 
Telfer, who was one of three 
players from the Lancaster to 

dominated the match at 5 - 0. 
Barry Clark almost man-

aged the same scoreline in the 

Ann Sneddon only managing to 
take one frame from her former 
teammate. 

- 0 down but came back to 5 

decider to become West of 
Scotland Singles Champion.

McDonald congratulated those 

Geo Adam, Barry Clark, John 
Telfer, Peter MacDougall, 
Andrew Duncan, Paul Shevlin, 
Andy MacDonald, Mark Purdie 
and an eighth player still to be 

Andy Brown, Ian Blair and 

for the senior trials and Laura 
Ann Sneddon secured her place 
on the ladies team for the third 
year running.

POOL

International pool 
places up for grabs

Having a ball at Oban sports festival
THE FIRST ever Highland Invitational Basketball 
Tournament to be held in Oban was one of the 
main events at last week’s Oban and Lorn Sports 
Festival at Atlantis Leisure.

The four-day event, sponsored by ABCD, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Rotary Club of Oban and Mac-
Queen Bros Charitable Trust, began last Thursday 
when more than 200 nursery children descended 
on the leisure centre. On the Friday, it was the 
turn of primary school pupils, who took part in 

a variety of come-and-try sessions, including vol-
leyball, netball and table tennis.

On Saturday, archery and shinty matches 
preceded the basketball tournament, hosted by 
Oban Towers, which included Elgin, Gairloch 

budding athletes took part in a Record Breakers 
competition.

A sports awards evening will take place in the 
spring.

Oban Towers basketball team wore new strips sponsored by Comfy Scotland, an online guide to 
self-catering accommodation in Oban and Glasgow. 16_t46towers01
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Cup, 3rd round 
- Antonine v Under 13s, 
postponed. League games 
Drumchapel United 1, Under 
14s 3. On target for Saints were 
Jay Cooper (2) and Lomond 
MacPherson. Goldenhill 
4, Under 15s 0; Allander 
3,  Under 16s 1. Rhys Cooke 
was the Saints’ marksman. 
Regional Cup - St Conval’s v 
Under 17s, postponed.

-
tish Cup, 3rd round - Antonine 
v Under 13s. League games 
- Milngavie v Under 14s; Under 
15s v Clydebank; Under 16s 
v Allander. Regional Cup - St 
Conval’s v Under 17s.     

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and rain showers
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 15, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.07 0.6 06.06 4.2 12.30      0.5        18.23     4.2  
Fri  00.51 0.6 06.49 4.2 13.18 0.6         19.06    4.0
Sat  01.38 0.6 07.34 4.1 14.08      0.8        19.51      3.7
Sun  02.26 0.8 08.23 3.9 15.01      1.0        20.38     3.4
Mon  03.19 1.0 09.17 3.6 15.57 1.3 21.32      3.1
Tues  04.16 1.3 10.24 3.4 16.59 1.5 22.44     2.9
Wed  05.21 1.4 12.04 3.3 18.09 1.7 **.**      *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12

Murphy clan 

GOLF

‘I think golf is a challenging game and

I keep playing to try and improve’

RUNNERS took part in two 
races as part of this year’s Oban 
and Lorn Sports Festival, run by 
Atlantis Leisure. 

-
ganza included two road races 
over 5km and 10km on Sunday.

Runners for both events 
assembled on Corran Esplanade 
opposite the Corran Halls, 
before heading out towards 
Ganavan.

The 5k runners turned around 
close to Little Ganavan and 

10k runners continued on to 
Ganavan and onto the cycle 
path towards Dunbeg.  Ap-

Dunbeg gate the runners turned 
around, retracing the route back 
to Atlantis.

Alastair Hall and Eric Walton, 
both super vets (MV50), 

10k event in times of 43.48 and 
46.15 respectively.

Ardrishaig’s Richard Barrie in 
47.02. Deirdre MacAulay was 

of 51.33. Karen Forgrieve and 
Isabella Perriot were second 
and third in 53.48 and 53.53 
respectively.

5k race was Adam Wilson in 
a time of 22.50 followed in 
second place by his father Neil 
Wilson 23.10.

The women’s 5K was sup-
ported by a number of runners 
from Jog Scotland. First and 
second were Morag MacNicol 
and Chritine Jesson in times of 
28.25 and 29.21.

Super vets lead
the way in 10k

ATHLETICS

AN 83-year-old golfer, who has 
been a member at the Glencruit-
ten course for 48 years, has 
welcomed the fourth generation 
of his family to the club.

Pat Murphy, who has suffered 
a heart attack and was diagnosed 
with diabetes last year, is the old-
est club member by 10 years but 
still manages to play up to two 
rounds in one day – and shows 
no signs of slowing down.

He is now also golf coach to 
his great grandson, 12-year-old 
Andrew Ritchie, who has just 
taken up the sport.

Regularly
Andrew’s membership means 

members playing regularly at 
Glencruitten, including Pat’s 
son and daughter, Philip Murphy 
and Diane Colewell, and Philip’s 
14-year-old son, Steven.

Philip, who was club champion 
in 1994 and 2000, said: ‘Dad 
will play 14 holes on a Friday 
morning with the older club 
members, then meet up with me 
and some of my friends later in 
the day to play another 18 holes. 
He’s incredible.

‘He’ll play up to four days a 
week and just recently won the 
club’s Family Trophy alongside 
Diane.’

Longevity
Asked about the secret of 

his longevity, Pat replied: ‘My 
electric trolley! I got it after my 
heart attack.

‘I think golf is a challenging 
game, so I keep playing to try 
and improve.’

Pat, who moved to Oban from 
Banavie in 1962, said he only 
started playing golf at the age of 
35 after getting caught snigger-

ing at a struggling golfer on the 

‘I was in the old West Highland 
Hospital but they let me come 
down to the golf course for a 
walk and I watched someone duff 

‘I had a wee laugh to myself 
but the club pro, Dougie Ireland, 
heard me and told me it wasn’t as 
easy a game as I thought.

‘I gave it a try and really liked 
it and, having played shinty 
before, I had reasonable hand-
to-eye co-ordination.’

Pat, who also takes part in 
archery three times a week, now 
plays off a golf handicap of 14 
but has been as low as seven.

He has worked in Oban as 
a barber and on the telephone 

Pat Murphy pictured at Glencruitten Golf Club with his golfing family members, from left: Diane 
Colewell, Steven Murphy, Philip Murphy and Andrew Ritchie. 16_t46pat01 Fraser Robertson. 

A YOUNG rugby fan from Mull 
will this weekend take to the 

-
land’s mascot for their match 
against South Africa.

Fraser Robertson is a keen 
Isle of Mull Rugby Football 
Club mini player who plays for 
the island’s P4/P5 team. 

The Salen Primary School pu-
pil, who lives at Glengorm, will 
be accompanied by his father, 
Angus, and mother, Jennifer, as 
well as his and brother and sister, 
Euan and Islay, who have been 
heard practising The Flower of 
Scotland by neighbours a mile 
away. 

Not only will Fraser be sup-
ported by his immediate fam-

travel in numbers to support him 
and Scotland. 

Fraser to lead out his heroes 
against the Springboks

RUGBY

THE CAUSE of John McPhee’s 
four-race run of disappointing 

pinpointed and put to rights 

Valencia this morning - but the 

race CV.
Defective

The RSF-backed rider, whose 
inability to rack up a points-pay-

defective front forks, ended the 
season on the sidelines after 

McPhee’s bad luck continues 
despite bike breakthrough

John McPhee moves to overtake on a corner. Photo: Bonnie Lane/CanBe Images

dropping his bike in the wet on 
lap nine.

Relieved to discover the un-
derlying reason for his lengthy 
barren run, the Connel racer had 
turned in a promising perform-
ance, climbing from 29th to 13th 
before hitting the deck in the wet 
with 15 laps to go.

He had battled with handling 
issues on his KRP-built and 
engineered chassis since taking 

Masbou at Caretta Technology 

at Aragon in September.

to the bottom of the problem,’ 
said the 18 year old. ‘But the race 
wasn’t entirely problem-free.

‘Clearly we didn’t have enough 

the conditions. But on top of that 

race after my crash in qualifying 
and it had a totally different ac-
tion to the one I’m used to.

‘There was also a minor gear-

the bike to jump out of gear. But 
I don’t want to sound as if I’m 

the day it was me who dropped 
the bike and I take the blame for 
that.’

John steps up to a full season 

German squad in 2013, where 
he will be partnered by 2012 
Caretta team-mate Miller. 

MOTORCYCLING

A FORMER Oban man has had a surprise win at the 
British Judo Masters in Northern Ireland.

Drew Thomson achieved black belt standard in the 
sport and regularly competed in his 20s and 30s all over 
the UK.

However, having only taken up the sport again last year, 
he shocked everyone, including himself, by winning the 

-
tion as a veteran.

Drew said: ‘It was a real surprise to win but I am abso-
lutely delighted.’

Drew and his wife, Frances, also attended a grand ball 
to mark 60 years of judo in Northern Ireland.

Comeback kid Drew 
wins gold as veteran

Drew Thomson on top of the podium.

A FUND has been made avail-
able to shinty clubs that support 
youth participation.

The Camanachd Association’s 
Scottish Hydro Youth Develop-
ment Fund is now open for ap-
plications with a share of £5,000 
available to shinty clubs across 
Scotland.

For more information visit 
www.shinty.com.  

Deadline for applications is 
Friday February 1, 2013.

SHINTY

£5,000 shinty fund
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PUPILS from Lochaber High 
School’s wind band, swing band 
and the Lochaber Schools Pipe 
Band staged a concert for the 
Commando Veterans Associa-
tion (CVA) in the school hall 
on Friday as one of a number of 
events to mark Remembrance 
Day. 

The concert featured a variety 
of music and culminated with 

LOCHABER is to get a taste of 
the big city tourism trade next 
summer – with an open top bus 
set to run in the area.

Stagecoach plans to run the 
double-decker bus on a trial 
basis over the summer months 
after a similar scheme in 
Orkney this year proved popular 
with tourists and locals. 

Memorial
The Orkney bus takes visitors 

past local landmarks such as 
Scara Brae and the Standing 
Stones of Stenness, and one 
possible route for the Lochaber 
version would see the bus 
travel from Glen Nevis to the 
Commando Memorial near 
Spean Bridge, passing by Ben 
Nevis and Aonach Mor.

The Oban Times it hopes 
to introduce the service for 
tourists and local people, but 
said the plans have not yet been 

A spokeswoman for 
Stagecoach in the Highlands 
said: ‘We are currently planning 
our summer routes and hope to 
include a tour route in Lochaber 
area using an open top bus. 

Options
‘We are constantly looking 

at ways to encourage greener, 
smarter travel and to provide 
a range of travel options for 
tourists so we are keen to 
replicate the popularity of our 
open top tour route in Orkney. 

‘Full details of our routes for 
next year will be published in 
due course.’

Glen Nevis end-of-
season litter-pick
THE FRIENDS of Nevis are 
holding their end-of-season 
litter-pick in Glen Nevis near 
Fort William on Sunday from 
10.30am to 3.30pm.

The Nevis Partnership will 

Ponds at Nevis Bridge, Fort 
William, immediately after the 
litter-pick.

RUMOURS that JD Wether-
spoons have pulled out of a deal 
to open a pub in Fort William 
have been scotched by develop-
ers.

Ashford Property has devel-
oped the former Grand Hotel 
into a retail and leisure complex, 
with Wetherspoons announced 
as one of the occupants a 
number of months ago. But with 
construction complete and most 
of the other properties in the 
new £6.5million building now 
occupied, the site of the new 
pub remains empty. Ashford 
director Andrew Smith told The 
Oban Times Wetherspoons were 
still very much involved and 
had signed a long-term lease. 
He said: ‘Wetherspoons have 
a 30-year lease - they can’t just 
pull out. But we don’t have an 
opening date set yet. Nobody 
else could occupy or sub-let the 
property without approaching 
us, and that hasn’t happened. 

‘Wetherspoons are a bit differ-
ent to most retailers in that they 
don’t start setting up until the 
property has been handed over.’

Meanwhile, two other proper-
ties in the development are now 
open, a Travelodge and Super-
drug, while Cotswold Outdoor is 
to open next Wednesday.

Ashford is still looking for a 
company to take over the one 
remaining vacant property. Mr 
Smith said: ‘No deal’s been done 
but we’ve had various people 
interested.’

next week if its ash trees remain free from a 
devastating wind-borne fungal disease.  

So far the closest reported cases of Chalara ash 
dieback have been in Carrbridge in Strathspey.

But some results from a rapid action survey by 
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) of 2,730 
ash tree sites across Scotland have still to be 
assessed.

Samples were taken from 150 sites – with 
the most suspect given the highest priority for 
laboratory testing. 

Those found last week that ash trees at 14 
locations in Scotland were affected by Chalara, 
mostly saplings on small plantations in the south 
and east possibly grown from infected foreign 
seed.

Only two sites – at Kinghorn on Fife and 
Eyemouth in Berwickshire – involve mature 

Top musicians: Rebecca Shearer, left, and Amy Cameron are 
presented with the shield and certificates by Geoff Murray, 

national secretary CVA and Stan ‘Scotty’ Scott, CVA chairman. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

trees in their natural surroundings. An FCS 
spokesperson told The Oban Times on Tuesday 
that samples of  ‘low to medium’ concern were 
now undergoing analysis.

from West Highland sites.
He said: ‘We are still waiting for test results to 

come through. We are hoping to have those by the 
end of this week or early next week. Most of the 
sites with ash dieback are at new plantings mostly 
in the south, so at the moment we are cautiously 
optimistic that we won’t get too many more.’

Meanwhile, a summit was being held at 
Holyrood on Tuesday to discuss how best to stop 
the disease spreading. 

Forestry groups, landowners’organisations and 

conservation bodies were all represented. The 
Scottish government does not believe eradicating 
the disease is achieveable given its spread so far 
across the UK.

One option is to grow young trees from native 
seed resistant to Chalara ash dieback, which is 
only infectious during summer.

Scottish environment minister Paul Wheelhouse 
said wholesale destruction of ash woodlands was 
not a solution.

He said: ‘Mature trees can survive infection for 
a considerable number of years and experience in 
Europe indicates that those with genetic resistance 
to the disease will survive. 

‘We will be working very hard to identify those 
trees that do possess a genetic resistance to the 
fungus and these will be invaluable as stock from 
which we can develop a supply of resistant trees 
for restocking our woodlands.’

West Highlands poised to fight ash dieback 
disease if tests find fungus has spread in

Pub pullout 
rumours
scotched by 
developers

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Lochaber school 
bands stage concert 
for veterans

Open top 
bus for 
Lochaber
tourists

AN ARISAIG father is to take 
to the stage in full 1970s glam 
rock dress to raise money for the 
three hospitals which have kept 
his young daughter alive.

Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman will 
perform a repertoire of David 
Bowie classics dressed as Ziggy 
Stardust with local musician 
Steve Brown in the Astley Hall 
this Friday.

The money raised on the night 
will go to the hospitals which 
have treated Bodie’s two-year-
old daughter Dawn since she 
was born – Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, Edinburgh’s Royal 
Hospital for Sick Kids and Ab-

Dawn was born with a host 
of health problems including a 
cleft palate and meningitis and 
requires regular medical care.

Earlier in the year, Bodie 
recorded a ‘Songs for Dawn’ Budding Bowie: Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman with his daughter Dawn.

CD of Bowie covers with Mr 
Brown, who also performs in the 
award-winning wedding band 
Wonderland.

Bodie told The Oban Times
Dawn was still unable to walk or 
talk, but she has responded well 
to medical treatment.

He said: ‘It’s very, very slow 
progress, but she’s trying to 
speak now and she’s getting a 
bit of hand-eye co-ordination. 
The hospital services have been 
really, really great.

‘Making the CD was one of 
the most fun things I’ve done in 
years. 

‘It’s just sad I had to do it 
because Dawn was ill.’

Bodie has plenty experience 
of performing on stage, but 

in recent times that has been 
restricted to the odd karaoke 
performance.

‘I was in bands when I was 
younger,’ he said, ‘but this is the 

like this in years. It’s going to be 
a hoot.’

Bodie, who works as head chef 
at the Old Library restaurant he 
runs with his wife Maryann, said 
£6,000 has already been raised 
through CD sales and donations, 
and he hopes the charity night 
can push the total even higher.

People attending the event, 
which has a 1970s theme, are en-
couraged to come in fancy dress 
with prizes for best dressed. 
Buffet is included in the entry 

with outstanding prizes donated 
by local businesses.

The event gets underway at 
7pm.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

the wind band and the pipe 
band playing a joint version of 
‘Highland Cathedral’.

Every year, in memory of their 
founder Vic Ralph, the CVA 
presents the Commando Shield 
to the musician of the year from 
each band. This year it was won 
by Rebecca Shearer from the 
pipe band and Amy Cameron 
from the wind band. See page 4.

Dad rocks 
out as Bowie 
to raise 
hospital cash
Arisaig man takes to stage to thank 
doctors for saving daughter’s life

EXCLUSIVE
 By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

THE CORRAN Ferry service 
across Loch Linnhe was at 
risk of being halted last month 
because of a potential equipment 
failure on the stand-by vessel, it 
has emerged.

The MV Maid of Glencoul
encountered problems with a 
steering head during the three-
week period the main ferry, the 
MV Corran, was undergoing its 

warned members that if steering 
on the 37-year-old vessel broke 
down, the service would cease.

The MV Corran is now back 
working the route with the MV 

Maid of Glencoul moored nearby 
as backup. Today in Inverness, 
transport, environmental and 
community services committee 
councillors will discuss the 
issue. Fort William and Ard-
namurchan councillor Andrew 
Baxter will argue immediate 
action is needed. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘The advice we 

Maid of Glencoul was the spare 
steering head has a problem. The 

crew were unable to make any 
repairs and parts could not be 
sourced anywhere worldwide.

‘We were advised there was a 
distinct possibility the steering 
would fail. We were also told that 
if there was a malfunction on the 
replacement ferry, the service 
would cease immediately until 
the MV Corran returned from 

steering problems in previous 
years, I feel we need to be mak-
ing decisions now - not next 
October.’ He added: ‘If the ferry 
was not running it would virtu-
ally shut down the peninsula.’

Crisis talks on Corran Ferry service

Kilcamb
Lodge Hotel & Restaurant

Romantic Loch View Restaurant

Dinner is served from 7.00pm to 8.30pm daily

Traditional
SUNDAY LUNCH

£15.50 for 3 courses

Families welcome



2 NEWS Thursday 15 November, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FW

A LEODHASACH has been 
chosen as the new chairman of 
Comunn na Gàidhlig (CnaG). 

Kenneth MacIver, from Back in 
Lewis, best known in Gaeldom 
as ‘Coinneach Mòr’ through 
his long-running broadcasting 
career, had previously been a 

years, representing Comhairle 
nan Eilean. 

Company directors agreed his 
experience and commitment to 
Gaelic meant Mr MacIver was 
the right man for the job.

He takes over from Inverness-
based lawyer Calum Duncan, 
who has been interim chairman 
for the last few months.

Mr MacIver said: ‘I very much 
enjoyed being involved with 
CnaG’s work over the previous 
years and I am delighted to be 
returning to the organisation. 
In taking on this responsibility, 
I have only one objective and 
that’s to do what I can to promote 
and develop Gaelic. 

‘I am well aware of the diversity 
of CnaG’s work and I’ll do my 
best to help take that forward.

‘I am also aware that I am only 
following a long line of experi-
enced people who have chaired 
the company over the years. I 
have a great deal of respect for 
them and I hope I can be just as 
committed and progressive dur-
ing my time in the role.’

Comunn na Gàidhlig is 
pledged to raise the status and 
strength of Gaelic across Scot-
land. The company is funded 
through two key contracts with 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, but with 
important support coming from 
other organisations such as the 
local authorities.

CnaG’s activities include a 
wide range of activities from 
business support, community 

SPEAN Bridge Primary School pupils have sent 
off their Blythswood Care boxes to needy children 
and adults in Eastern Europe.

The children’s special consignment, which 
included hats, scarves, gloves, toiletries, 
stationery, books, toys and sweets, was dispatched 
last Wednesday night.

The charity, based in Evanton in Ross-shire, 
sends thousands of Christmas packages from 

Scotland to countries such as Romania every 
year.

Speaking through The Oban Times, Spean head 
teacher Kate MacGillivray paid tribute to the 
huge community effort that made the donation 
possible.

She said: ‘I would like to thank all the parents, 
friends, staff and pupils of the school who 
supported us in this.’

DEVELOPERS behind plans for a 
proposed micro hydro scheme near Spean 
Bridge have been criticised for not caring 
about the local community’s views.

Developer Coneloch Renewables, along 
with Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE), 
submitted plans for a 90kW hydro plant at 

July.
Three SSE representatives attended 

a Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
meeting last Tuesday evening to discuss 
the proposal, but no-one from Coneloch 
was present.

Glencoe Boat Club members recently celebrated the club’s 40th anniversary.
Pictured at the evening event in Onich are, left to right, Peter MacLeod, founder member and guest 

speaker, commodore Christine MacFarlane Slack, vice commodore David Cooper and founder 
member Robert Watt. 

Estate donates 
new tree to    
Spean Bridge
SPEAN Bridge is to take 
delivery of a new village 
Christmas tree next week.

the tree, which will be erected 
in the village by volunteers.

Glenelg Football 
Club meeting
A MEETING will be held next 
month for anyone interested in 
joining Glenelg Football Club.

The club, which plays in Skye 
and Lochalsh Amateur Football 
League, is currently looking 
for a manager as well as a 
chairperson and treasurer. More 
players are also required.

Anyone interested should 
contact Craig Scobie on 01599 
522221.

Glencoe
drink-drive 
pensioner
banned
A GLENCOE pensioner who 
drove through the village while 
almost twice the drink drive 
limit has been banned from 

£400.
Una Mackey, of The Lodge, 

pled guilty to driving over the 
limit on the A82 near Glencoe, 

village and the police station car 
park on the morning of May 21.

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said Mackey, aged 65, 
had been drinking with friends 
the night before.

Iochdar pupils team up on 
climate change project
SOUTH Uist youngsters have teamed up 
with children from East Kilbride to create 
a booklet and CD to raise awareness about 
climate change.

Iochdar Primary School pupils and 
Mount Cameron Primary youngsters, along 
with Oxfam, have created ‘High Tide’, 
which will be distributed to schools across 
Scotland.

The project, which looks at how com-
munities around the world are protecting 
their local environment from the effects of 
climate change, was funded by the People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Iochdar head teacher Mary MacInnes: 
‘This was a valuable learning opportunity 
for our pupils.’ 

Music legends                  
top Ardgour 
concert bill
LEGENDARY piper Fred 
Morrison and award-winning 
multi-instrumentalist Matheu 
Watson are coming to Ardgour 
to headline at Watercolour 
Music’s last house concert of 
2012.

Bishopton-born Fred, whose 
father came from Gerinish in 
South Uist, has been described 
as the ‘Jimi Hendrix of the 
bagpipes’ while Matheu was 
crowned Instrumentalist of 
the Year at the 2012 Scots 
Traditional Music Awards.

The duo will take the stage on 
Sunday November 25 at 3pm.

CULTURAL and historic ties 
between the Western Isles 
and County Donegal will be 
the subject of an illustrated 
presentation an An Lanntair in 
Stornoway on Tuesday.

In ‘Atlantic Gaels’, well-
known writer and broadcaster 
Aidan O’Hara will outline how 
people in both places are of the 
same stock and speak the same 
language, and how close trading 
links, inter-marriage and cultural 
contacts have strengthened and 
sustained relationships on both 
sides of the sea. Music, song and 
dance also play a vital part in 
that shared heritage.

Disabled Ramblers win 
grant to buy scooters
SKYE and Lochalsh Disabled Ramblers has 
secured a £9,932 grant from Awards for All 
for mobility scooters. 

The electric-powered trikes can travel 
over forestry tracks, gradients and rough 
surfaces. The cash will also cover a three-
year maintenance package and breakdown 
cover.

Local MSP Dave Thompson con-
gratulated group secretary Nicola Rust 
on securing the grant. He said: ‘This is a 
fantastic initiative that helps to promote 
a healthy lifestyle for everyone in the 
community, especially those with mobility 
issues who might otherwise struggle to see 
our beautiful scenery.’

PLOCKTON and District Community Council 
will hold its next meeting on November 27 at 
7.30pm in Plockton Hall.

Business from the last meeting on October 29 
included:

Police present at the meeting urged Plockton 
residents to lock their doors following thefts from 
houses which were unlocked.

Burnside - improvements to the access have 
been made but more streetlights are required. 
Hopefully funding from the safer routes to school 
could be used.

Railway fencing at Duirinish - despite 
repeated requests this has still not been repaired.

Roads - various improvements were outlined, 
in particular Harbour Street and Station Road.
New roads engineer Sandy MacVarish would be 

Planning application - The Community 

Council decided to object to an application by the 
Church of Scotland for two semi-detached houses 
in the paddock opposite the primary school.   

Railway station - Plockton High School 
pupils have adopted the station and a ceremony 
with a plaque will be held in the New Year.

Highland Council budget consultation 
- the community council did not have a 
representative at a meeting in Lochcarron which 
was poorly attended, but has completed several 
questionnaires.

Fish farm south of Airigh-drishaig 
- the community council was pleased that this 
application had been refused.

WEATHER in Plockton: During October there 
was 6.5 inches of rain, the wettest month since 
January. Warmest day was 17.3°C and coldest 
0.4°C. CM MacRae

Lottery backs 
community
company             
with grant
MORVERN Community 
Development Company 
(MCDC) in Lochaline has its 
own vehicle after receiving 
£9,965 from the Big Lottery 
Awards for All fund.

The cash has paid for a new 
Polaris Ranger 4x4 to manage 
waste disposal and recycling at 
Loch Aline marina.

Lilia Dobrokhodova told The 
Oban Times: ‘It is for our waste 
management and recycling 
project for the pontoons. 
Obviously when people come 
ashore they have got a bit of 
rubbish. 

‘We try to encourage them 
to separate it so we can take it 
down to the recycling point in 
the village.’ 

The project forms part of the 
company’s expansion of shore 
facilities to service the 20-berth 
pontoon development.

Foundation 
flushed with 
success
THE KNOYDART Foundation 

receiving almost £10,000 from 
The Big Lottery’s Awards for 
All programme.

The £9,682 grant will go 
towards installing a composting 
toilet for visitors to beaches on 
the community-owned estate.

foundation’s commitment to 
renewable energy - it will be 

Community hits out at 
hydro plan developers

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

The community council is in favour 
of the development - but does not like 
Coneloch’s plan to run around four 
kilometres of electricity poles through 
scenic Glen Gloy to connect the scheme 
to the national grid.

Community council chairman John 
Fotheringham said: ‘The developers chose 
not to come tonight. They are clearly not 
interested in us.

‘We were happy to approve the hydro 
scheme. 

‘But we want them to bury the lines 
underground to preserve the integrity 
of the glen. No-one lives up there - it’s 
all holiday homes.  There’s no power, 
but they knew that from the beginning. 
There’s no good reason to spoil our glen.’

SSE commercial manager Donald 
MacKinnon told the meeting: ‘When we 
put an offer out to a customer, we always 
give them the least cost option. 

‘A straight line of poles is normally 
the cheapest option. Undergrounding 
is normally around four times more 
expensive. Our regulated licence is to 
give the least cost option, but in a lot of 

Project manager Ivan Murphy said the 
project was at a ‘very early stage’ and 
that plans would likely change.

He said: ‘Because it’s a rural area there’s 
a lot of rock there, so the cheapest option 
for the customer is an overhead line. 

‘We do our best to hide things from 
people and we will do everything we can 
to reduce the visual impact.’

Community councillor Sandy Edmond 
said: ‘SSE will take the cheapest straight 
line option and any change will only 
come through the planning process with 
Highland Council.’

Boat club celebrates 40 years

work and working with young 
people.

CnaG chief executive Donald 
MacNeill said: ‘Everyone at 
CnaG has welcomed the news 
that ‘Coinneach Mòr’ is going to 
return to the board and that he’s 
taken on the chairman’s role. 

‘Like everyone else, we know 
Coinneach well, and we know 
that he is supportive and com-
mitted to Gaelic. There is no 
doubt that there are challenges 
ahead, but with support from the 
board, and the new chairman, 
we are optimistic we can deal 
with these.

‘There is also no doubt that 
we are making a difference, that 

the future and that together with 
government and all our partners, 
we are creating the conditions 
for further progress.’

Writer and broadcaster Aidan 
O’Hara: coming to Stornoway.

Aidan’s illustrated presentation 
will include stories of times 
when Donegal exported whisky 
to island folk, who in turn came 
over with barley, corn, herrings 
and ponies. 

Mercenary warriors from the 
Outer Isles known as gallóglaigh 
in Gaelic and gallowglasses 
in English were attached 
to powerful Donegal clans 
– among them the O’Donnell 
and O’Doherty families – and 
eventually settled in Ireland. 
Like so many natives of the 
county, O’Hara has gallóglaigh 
blood in his veins with ancestors 
including MacColla (Coll), 

MacSuibhne (Sweeney) and 
MacRuairí (MacRory and 
Rogers). He is a native of the 
Inishowen peninsula in Donegal 
and as a boy spent his holidays 
with an older married sister on 
the northernmost part of the 
peninsula, where Islay and the 
Paps of Jura are clearly visible to 
the northeast. 

From his earliest years he was 
not only aware of the proximity 
of Scotland but was familiar 
with the distinct accents of its 
people, visitors from Glasgow 
and the Lowlands, many of them 
children of Donegal people who 
had emigrated to Scotland. 

‘Coinneach Mòr’: new chairman 
of Comunn na Gàidhlig.

Plockton Community Council

The Spean Bridge youngsters get ready to send away their boxes to Eastern Europe. 

Spate of thefts prompts police warning

Writer examines Atlantic links

Primary pupils share festive cheer

Leodhasach   
Kenneth takes 
over at helm 
of Comunn   
na Gàidhlig

Former abbey 
wins top award

Police files
TOOLS were stolen from a van 
in Kinlochleven after thieves 
broke into the vehicle sometime 
between 4pm on November 
1 and 8.20am the following 
morning.

TOOLS were taken from an 
unlocked garage at a house 
in Brecklet in Ballachulish 
sometime between 5pm last 
Thursday and 7am last Friday.

THIEVES stole a gents 

stairs at the rear of Field and 
Trek store, High Street, Fort 
William, sometime between 
1pm and 6pm last Friday.

 Anyone with information on 
these incidents should contact 
Fort William police on 01397 
702361.

POLICE in Lochaber are warning 
the public to ensure garages and 
vehicles are properly secured after 
a spate of thefts in recent days.

Premises in Ballachulish and 
Kinlochleven were among those 
targeted with tools and equipment 
stolen. 

PC Ian Fraser, community safety 

Station, is happy to offer advice on 
guarding against thieves.

He said: ‘In all but one of these, 
the vehicles and garages have been 
left insecure. 

‘Please ensure you secure your 
vehicles and garages and sheds to 
stop opportunist thieves having 
easy access to stealing your 
possessions. 

Store
‘Further to this, if you are able 

to remove any valuable items from 
within any vehicles and store within 

your house or secure garage please 
do so as thieves are more reluctant 
to force entry to buildings than they 
are to a vehicle.

‘If you have no option but to leave 
items within your vehicle then 
please ensure they are out of sight, 
and note down the make model and 
serial number of your expensive 
tools in order that these details can 
be passed to the police should they 
be stolen. 

‘There is a far better chance of the 
tools being returned to you if they 

He added: ‘Please consider 
purchasing one of the many products 
available which can permanently 
mark your tools from a simple 
permanent UV marker to more 
sophisticated but still affordable 
irremovable marker products which 
identify the property as yours and 
yours alone.’

ONCE its cloistered stillness 
echoed to the chants of monks in 
holy reverie. 

But now the former St Ben-
edict’s Abbey in Fort Augustus 
has a new incarnation – a prize-
winning property development.

Forres-based LDN architects 
designed the transformation 
of the A-listed building on the 
shores of Loch Ness into more 
than 90 luxury apartments for 
owners, The Highland Club. 
And at the Highlands and Islands 
Architecture and Design Awards 
in Strathpeffer on Friday night, 
the redevelopment won the ‘Best 
New Life for Old Buildings’ 
title. 

The abbey, completed in 1880 
on the site of a dismantled 
Hanoverian fort, had been 
empty since 1999 when the last 
remaining 10 monks moved out 
after the abbey heritage centre 
closed.An ambitous bid to de-
velop the former ecclesiastical 
centre as a major tourist attrac-
tion subsequently foundered. 
The building was then sold to 
the The Highland Club, part 
of property development com-
pany The Santon Group, which 
specialises in conversions of 
listed buildings. Judging panel 
chairman Andrew Wright said 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

of the abbey conversion: ‘The 
judging panel recognised the 
sheer scale of ambition of the 
project using a site which it had 
been widely believed offered no 
obvious solutions. The archi-
tects have demonstrated great 
skill in adapting spaces without 
destroying the inherent beauty 
of the principal spaces such as 
the cloisters and the library.’

Comedian and radio chat show 
host Fred MacAulay presented 
the awards at a dinner in the 
Strathpeffer Spa Pavilion.

Other winners included High-
land Council and Skye architects 
Dualchas, who shared the open 
award for their designs of Milton 
of Leys Primary School and a 
house at Boreraig in Duirinish, 
Skye, respectively. Dualchas’ 
Boreraig house also won the 
‘best use of timber’ category.

based Rural Design Architects, 
won the placemaking award 
for its 24-home development at 
Burnside, Plockton, for Lochalsh 
and Skye Housing Association.

Inverness Architectural As-
sociation has run the awards 
biennially since 2008.

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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MOTORISTS on the A82 have been 
given a pre-Christmas boost with 

said: ‘The work programme has gone 

-

-

-

drop-in sessions tomorrow (Friday) 

Catherine Johnston was 

MacPhee and 
Partners win 
customer       
service award

-

-

The Oban Times

Internet first        
for tiny Isle of 
Lewis village

brings broadband to remote 

Businesses

generation broadband to hard to 

broadband experts over the 

Lotto winner 
pockets £400

Thief jailed for 
nine weeks

yesterday as part of a nationwide 

eat and how it gets from sea to 

Caol man guilty of 
restaurant theft

-

Woodland Trust’s Jillian Donnachie helping Spean Bridge pupil Katie Bridges, P5, plant one of the 
first Scots pine saplings at the Corrour Diamond Jubilee Wood. 

of Work and Pensions she was 

had not been aware of the 

Woman not guilty of 

Portree Primary School pupils get up close with some ocean delicacies on Tuesday. 

-

-

-

Newsdesk     
01397

703003

All clear signal for drivers as A82 
traffic lights are removed early

-

-

-

-

-

C. Hodge Fencing

TEL: 01631 563271
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Trading As Argyll Woodfuels

Wood fuel 
Briquettes for 

It’s that simple

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for a special 
Christmas time 
Lunch or Dinner   

Overlooking the harbour 

Gallanach Road • Oban
01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com
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THE HOLLY tea, an annual 
event which raises funds for the 
Oban multiple sclerosis (MS) 
Centre, has been a roaring suc-
cess after raising approximately 
£840. 

The event saw keen bakers 
make a range of cakes and treats, 
including mince pies, which 
were served with coffee and tea. 

Despite the cold and damp 
weather, the fundraiser had 
a very good turnout. Sandra 
Owens, manager of the MS Cen-
tre, said: ‘The event has been 
running for more than 10 years 
and this year has been very suc-
cessful. The money raised will 
go to general running costs.’

Sandra added: ‘I want to say a 
big thank you to all the helpers 
and supporters that have come 
today and were coerced into 
helping.’

A card sale was also held at St 
John’s, which raised £63.

CHILDREN at an Oban nursery have been 
busy collecting Christmas gifts for people 
around the world who are less fortunate.

The youngsters at 1st Steps Day Nursery 

essential items as well as toys for the Blyths-
wood Care Shoebox Appeal.

The scheme has been organised by the 
nursery cook, Shauna MacKenzie, who 

thought it would be a ‘good idea to teach 
the children about sharing’. She said: ‘With 
Christmas coming up it is letting the chil-
dren know it is not just about toys. A lot of 
the things in the boxes are just essentials like 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. We have had a 
huge response, around 25 boxes, which all 
go on Friday.’

Shauna also organised a nursery sponsored 

walk earlier in the year which raised £700 
for Mary’s Meals. Unlike that cash, which 

will be distributed to countries in Eastern 
Europe in time for Christmas. Boxes will 
also go to India and Pakistan in January 
and February. Last year’s Blythswood Care 
Shoebox Appeal saw 119,283 shoeboxes 

Rural skills and 
youth employment 
in spotlight
A NATIONAL summit in 
Oban on rural skills and 
youth employment heard a 
hand-in-hand approach between 
business and local authority will 
help drive the local economy.

Rural affairs secretary 
Richard Lochhead said the 
example set by the Chambers of 
Commerce in Moray following 
news of RAF closures to drive 
development and recruitment 
should be used as a template for 
economic recovery.

Youth employment minister 
Angela Constance, meanwhile, 
said local government procure-
ment reform will mean more 
money spent in their region, 
helping preserve local jobs and 
develop training programmes.

THE FUNDRAISING appeal 
on Islay to help a 12-year-old 
girl go to America to receive 
cancer treatment continues with 
gusto.

More fundraising events have 
been planned in support of the 

Ciara Caskie Allan Appeal. A 
rugby ball run and a quiz night 
took place last weekend, with 
four more events planned soon. 

Brain surgery 
Ciara recently had brain 

surgery in Glasgow’s Yorkhill 

to Oklahoma for proton therapy 
to treat a brain tumour. The 
surgery lasted six hours but was 
successful. She is now recover-
ing in hospital.

A sponsored rugby ball run 

took place on November 10. 
Members of the rugby club, 
Port Ellen Football Club and 
crew members from HMS Van-
guard ran from Portnahaven to 
Port Ellen carrying the ball. In 
the evening there was a quiz 

night in the Bowmore Hotel. 
Other planned events include a 
cheese and wine evening at the 
Gaelic College, an island wide 
walk on Islay and a walk around 
Strathclyde Country Park in 
Motherwell.

Befriending week 
celebrates work 
of dedicated 
volunteers
A VOLUNTEER service is 
encouraging people to seek help 
if they are feeling lonely as part 

Befrienders in Argyll and 
Bute work with children and 
people who are feeling isolated 
or alone due to a range of issues 
such as mental health, old age, 
homelessness or disability. 

Befriending Week celebrates 
the work of trained volunteers 
who take time to chat to 
vulnerable people who need the 
service. 

Befriending co-ordinator 
Cathi Bertin said: ‘We would 
like to thank our brilliant 
volunteers for supporting many 
lonely people over the past 
year.’

The service is currently 
looking for more volunteers 
across Argyll and Bute. 

Contact cathibertin@
btconnect.com for more 
information.

Allan Dunnings, vice 
president of Oban 

Camanachd, hands over the 
keys to the club minibus 
to Lisa Anderson, Oban 

Hospice community services 
co-ordinator, after the club 
agreed to let Oban Hospice 
use the bus during the week 

for day trips, such as visits 
to the hydrotherapy centre 
in Fort William. The club’s 
committee unanimously 
backed secretary Fiona 
Livingston’s proposal to 

allow the group use of the 
bus indefinitely when not 

being used by shinty teams. 
MacQueen Bros has allowed 

the bus to be stored at its 
yard at Glengallan. 16_t45bus01

Mull timber firm 
goes for biggest 
skyline in Europe
A FORESTRY skylining 
company from Mull is about 
to receive delivery of two of 
the biggest machines in the 
European timber industry.

Calum Duffy, who owns 
Duffy Skylining, is awaiting 
the delivery of a custom-built 
skyline, used for transporting 
felled trees on a steel cable 
highline to another location. His 
new skyline will be the biggest 
in Europe. 

He is also expecting to receive 
a new timber harvester for fell-
ing and cutting trees which will 
be one of the biggest excavator 
machines in Europe. 

Calum said: ‘The outlay on 
these new machines is very 
substantial and I received no 
help from any funding bodies.

‘We travel all over the west 
coast for work and currently 
we are in Ullapool where the 
machines will be delivered to.’

He is hoping to receive his 
new machinery within the next 
two weeks. 

1st Steps Nursery youngsters with the Christmas gifts they have collected to send to people around the world less fortunate than 
themselves,. 16_t46nursery01

New cycle path to be 
completed at Barcaldine

Some of the organisers of the holly tea: Carol MacDougall, Irene Robertson 
and Liz MacKenzie. 15_t45hollytea1

MS Centre 
Holly tea 
raises £840

Shinty club shares bus with hospice

Generous youngsters share festive cheer

No let-up in Islay bid to raise treatment cash for Ciara

A NEW stretch of cycle path 
is to be built at Barcaldine as 
the charity behind building the 
route continues negotiations to 
establish a full Oban-Connel 
link.

Sustrans, the charity funded 
by Transport Scotland, hopes 

to North Ballachulish route by 
April 2015 in the wake of new 

proving popular with cyclists 
and walkers.

However, negotiations with 
some land owners are taking 
longer than expected, hindering 
construction.

Work continues to progress, 
however, with a bridge over the 
River Duror completed earlier 
this month to provide parents 
with an alternative route to the 
village’s school.

Work will start next year to 
extend the southern end of the 

Mull Lines

PUPILS at Lochdonhead Primary School have been proudly 
showing off the trophy they won at a recent tag rugby festival.

The youngsters participated in the event at Garmony on 
Saturday November 3 as part of a Mull and Iona wide schools 
golden challenge.

The winning team consisted of Ewan Robertson, Struan 
Ramage, Ewan Callander, Henry Lines and captain Charlotte 
Lines.

Charlotte said: ‘Even though the weather was very cold and 
very wet, we all really enjoyed ourselves and played extremely 
well.  

‘We would like to thank Mrs Whyte and David Callander for 
all their hard work and help with our team.’

The winning youngsters from Lochdonhead Primary School 
with their trophy. 

A beach on the Isle of Iona was illuminated last Monday night 
as residents from across the island came together to celebrate 

Guy Fawkes night. An enormous fire was lit on the beach at 
Martyrs’ Bay and some cracking fireworks lit up the starry sky 

to the delight of spectators young and old.

CHILDREN on the Isle of Iona were kept busy making props 
for a touring show that visited the island last week.

Islanders followed the tales of villagers on the Isle of Mickle 
as they discovered the Crown of Destiny, which had been on 
show in the local museum, was a fake.

The news was discovered when the display case which held 
it was damaged in a storm. However, after a vote it was agreed 
that the truth should be told - it is the crown of Scota the Bard 
of Scotland.

A ‘very entertaining’ night was had on Iona on October 30 
when storyteller Andy Cannon, along with Kirsty McDuff 
and Wendy Weatherby, took the Mull Theatre production of 
Scota-land to the village hall. 

MULL-BASED Gaelic singer-songwriter Alasdair Whyte is 

videos for a selection of his songs.                
 The contest forms a new music video category at the Gaelic 

Ardgour, have been chosen for the competition. 
Eight new songs by up-and-coming Gaelic musicians have 

also been selected.                                                     
The creation of the new songs was part of collaboration 

Taigh Oran/Songhouse. Its aim is to encourage emerging tal-
ent in Gaelic music and gives new singers and songwriters a 

music and media talent and we are very grateful for the 
-

Sustrans director John 
Lauder: ‘People want to see 

these sections completed and 
we want to do that as soon as 

we can.’
history project. 

of gathering research for a project about paintings in the 
Highlands and Islands. 

the area.  

The aim of her project is to discover stereotypes in the way 

people felt about this, as well as how people lived in the past.

gathering research before writing her project up, in Gaelic. 

New laws       
for private 
landlords

Charles Evans, an artist of 
television fame and author of 
many popular books on paint-

ing, was in the Lorn area last 
weekend. He demonstrated 
his skill with watercolour to 

Oban Art Society on Friday at 
the Lorn Resource Centre and 

on Saturday Charles held a 
workshop on acrylic painting in 
Appin. Charles kindly donated 
the two watercolours from his 

demonstration to Oban Art 
Society to raise funds in future. 

PRIVATE landlords are being 
reminded to take heed of a new 
law governing deposits which 
came into force this week.

From Tuesday, anyone who 
accepts a deposit for the lease 
of a property – either starting or 
renewing - will have to put it in 
the hands of an approved third 
party within 30 days.

Highlighting the scheme, 
Argyll and Bute Council advise 
landlords will have to provide 

-
tion including the amount of the 
deposit and the scheme where 
the money is being held until it 
requires to be repaid. 

The landlord will be asked to 
provide proof of registration 
with the council when the 
deposit is paid over. Failure to 
place the deposit or provide the 
required information will mean 
tenants can seek up to three 
times the deposit amount from 
the landlord through the courts.

One of the approved schemes, 
Letting Protection Service 
Scotland, has already held four 
events across Argyll and Bute 
over the last two months. The 
other schemes available are 
Safe Deposits Scotland and My 
Deposits Scotland. 

Landlords should contact their 

out how to place their deposits. 
Lead councillor for housing 

George Freeman said: ‘I would 
encourage private landlords to 
make sure they are up to speed 
with this new legislation.’

More information regarding 
private landlord registration can 
be found at www.argyllbute.gov.
uk/privatelandlords.
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a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

Barcaldine stretch of path to 
Dalrannoch Farm and to extend 
the southern stretch of the 
Benderloch path. 

It is hoped a complete Oban to 
Connel route will follow shortly 
afterwards. The sustainable 
transport charity’s Scottish 
director John Lauder said: ‘It’s a 
30 mile route and 20 miles of the 
path is built, so we’re two thirds 
of the way there. 

Completed 
‘Negotiations are continuing 

with landowners across the 
length of the route,’ he added.  

‘People want to see these 
sections completed and we want 
to do that as soon as we can.

‘The Oban to Connel route 
is one that is of a very cyclable 
distance, so it is one we want to 

‘We have an excellent budget 
from Transport Scotland that 
will take us through to 2015 and 
we’re still on track to have the 

However, Mr Lauder admits 
having a cycle path along the 
A85 won’t necessarily remove all 

not sure the road riders would 
really want to use our path and 
I’m not sure the path is the right 
place for them,’ he said.

‘If you’re walking the dog or 
cycling at a relatively sedate pace 
you don’t want to see a cyclist 

Feedback from the completed 
parts of the network has been 
positive, with businesses 
reporting an increase in trade as 
a result.

Favourable
He said: ‘We received some 

paths is steadily increasing and 
we’ve had some very favourable 
comments from bed and 
breakfasts and pubs, so it’s been 
very positive for the area.

‘One of the other things we’ve 
started recently is putting up 
interpretation panels along the 
route and some signs.  It’s been 
very popular.’
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ATLANTIS Leisure, Oban 
has scooped two major social 
enterprise awards in an Argyll-
wide competition.

The centre was named Argyll 
and Bute Social Enterprise 
Network’s (ABSEN) Social 
Enterprise of the Year Award, 
while chairman Neil Matheson 
was named social entrepreneur 
of the year.

Stramash and its chief 
executive Niall Urquhart and 
Kintyre Recycling and man-
ager Amanda Card were also 
highly commended. 

A Dragons’ Den competition 
held during ABSEN’s annual 
conference in Dunoon saw To-
bermory Harbour Association 

with joint second going to 
Oban Phoenix Cinema and the 
Walking Theatre Company.

the children helped by Argyll charity 
Mary’s Meals across the world has been 
screened in Oban’s Phoenix Cinema to 
great acclaim.

Child 31 captures the work of the Dal-
mally-based charity in Malawi, Kenya and 
India, where it provides a school meal for 
children in a bid to encourage attendance.

Saturday, one woman said: ‘I’m an emo-
tional wreck after that but it really shows 
the good being done by Mary’s Meals in 
these countries.

The charity’s shop manager in Oban, 
Marie Rowan said she had received ‘great 

amounting to £125 were also collected at 
the free-of-charge event.

Meanwhile, staff and students at Argyll 
College have donated almost £6,000 over 
the past year in support of the Mary’s 
Meals school feeding programme at 
Weakama Primary School, Bomi County, 
Liberia.

Argyll College has committed a percent-
age of the income earned from hairdress-
ing, catering, commercial courses and 
nursery provision across its 15 centres to 
support the primary school.

Weakama Primary School, which cur-
rently has 341 children enrolled, has no 
other outside support, apart from Mary’s 
Meals.

Mary’s Meals volunteer Michele MacLennan, trustee Graeme Pagan and shop 
manager Marie Rowan pictured at the screening of Child 31. 16_t46marysmeals01

Film brings focus on Mary’s Meals

Double award win 
for Atlantis

Lochaber pupils in 
discussion forum
FORTY Lochaber High pupils 
took part in a Royal Society of 
Edinburgh (RSE) annual dis-
cussion forum for Scottish 
secondary schools - and met a 
gold medal athlete. 

Guest of honour was world 
paratriathlon champion Jane 
Egan, who spoke about her 
sporting experiences since 
being diagnosed with the neu-
rological condition Complex 
Regional Pain Syndrome.

FW

A FIVE week old grey seal pup 
is recovering at Oban Sea Life 
Sanctuary after being left in a 
car boot for 24 hours.

Assumed abandoned 
The lively pup was found and 

lifted by a well-meaning passer 
by at Glenbarr on the Kintyre 
peninsula, who assumed it had 
been abandoned.

However, rather than phone 
the Scottish Society for the Pro-
tection of Animals (SSPCA) or 
the Sea Life Sanctuary to seek 

advice, the individual picked up 
the creature and put it in their 
car.

The SSPCA were contacted 
the following day and the pup 
was taken to the Sanctuary at 
Barcaldine, near Oban, for vital 
care.

Thankfully the pup is doing 
well and hopes are high it can 
be released back into the wild at 
the turn of the year.

Aquariaist Gareth Harriman 

health of the pup, but their own 
safety, highlighting that even a 
pup can be dangerous – even if 

‘Thankfully, he’s doing really 
well,’ said Gareth. ‘But at the 
end of the day, he’s wild and 
that’s one of the biggest reasons 
we say stand away from them if 
you see them on the beach.

‘This person picked him 
up and put him in the back of 
their car, where it was kept 
for 24 hours.  The pup would 

have been left on the beach by 
the mother who would go off 
to feed for a couple of hours 
before coming back. Once its 
come back and found her pup 
is no longer there, that’s it, they 
don’t come back looking.  

‘Also, once a pup is handled 
by a person it won’t be accepted 
by the mother.

‘For all those reasons, we tell 
people to stay away and contact 
the SSPCA or ourselves if you 
have concerns.’

Bidders will have a chance to name the rescued five week old pup and be there at his release as part of a silent auction to raise money 
for charity. 16_t46seal2

THE pup is currently un-named but 
the Sea Life Sanctuary is holding a 
special silent auction to both name him 
and be there when he’s released with 
Seafari Adventures.

Funds raised by the auction will 
go towards Merlin’s Magic Wand, a 
charity which provides days out and 
memorable experiences for disabled 
and disadvantaged children.

Bids will be accepted at the Sanctu-
ary during this Sunday’s fun day, or 
emailed to craig.connor@merlinenter-
tainments.biz or posted to The Sea Life 
Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, PA37 
1SE.  Winners announced next week.

Seal pup locked in car boot for 24 hours

Your chance to name 
rescued pup

Rest and be 
Thankful work 
delayed - again
Legal wrangle stalls progress 
on landslide diversion route

REPORT by 
STEVEN FLANAGAN

co.uk

Another door closes on George St Council claims no bill from 
‘Old Bill’ stalls payment

THE OBAN TIMES is search-
ing for an Angel of the Year.

We’re asking readers to nomi-
nate individuals for our Angel 
of the Year title – and the £500 

-
ners up will each receive £100.

Editorial director, Stewart 

the Year will be someone who 
embodies strong community 
spirit  and makes a vital contri-
bution to their town, village or 

For further details see page 26

DECLINING footfall to Oban’s George 
Street, inadequate customer parking 
and expensive rents and rates forced 
The Pancake Place’s decision to close 
its town centre business next month.

Closing after more than 20 years 
Angela Dunn, owner of the company, 

said she is deeply unhappy at having to 
close the eatery at 95-97 George Street, 
which has been trading in the town for 
more than 20 years.

Ten jobs will go as a result of the 
closure on December 3, but Ms Dunn 
said it was vital to protect the rest of the 
chain.

It becomes the fourth business in the 
stretch of George Street between the 
cinema and Stafford Street to close its 
doors in recent months. 

Stead and Simpson’s shut up their 
shoe shop on Sunday, while Clinton 
Cards ceased trading in May – although 
a decision had been taken to close the 
store before the company went into 
liquidation.  

The Winehouse also closed its doors, 
but it is understood the owners plan to 
reopen the shop.

Explaining the decision, Ms Dunn 
said: ‘People I’ve spoken to from Oban 

say it is very expensive to come here.  
‘Our rent went up by more than 50 per 

cent just after we bought the business 

Poor first impression 

see when you drive into Oban and your 

empty shops or charity shops. 
‘The lack of parking doesn’t help 

either and what’s there leads people to 
the wrong end of the town.’

She supported the Oban BID move-
ment, saying: ‘At least they’ll be think-
ing about the town centre.’ 

Searching for an 
Angel of the Year

FOUR months after starting a 
pilot scheme to enforce on-street 
parking restrictions, police in 
Oban have not received a penny 
for their labours – following 
a misunderstanding over an 
invoice.

Nearly 500 parking tickets 
were issued to motorists by 

the three-month pilot scheme, 

week in October this year.

this week that it is concerned it 
has received no payment from 
Argyll and Bute Council, as The 
Oban Times went to press.

But Argyll and Bute Council 
says it will pay the police the 
estimated £1,650 it owes when it 
receives an invoice.

Oban Police chief inspector 
Julie McLeish said: ‘We thought 
the method of payment had been 
agreed but that is obviously not 
the case and this will be ad-
dressed.’

for Christmas this weekend 
when the second annual Winter 
Festival gets underway.

Festive spirits are high as the 
10-day programme of events 
starts tomorrow (Friday), with 
this year’s Victorian Steam Train 
theme sure to inspire businesses 
and locals alike.

Described as ‘for the com-
munity, by the community’, last 
year’s inaugural festival was a 
huge success, helping generate 
an additional £1million for the 
local economy.

One of the organisers, Pamela 
Lockhart, said: ‘People are get-
ting excited about it and we’re 
urging everyone to come out 
and support what is a real com-
munity celebration.’

Some 65 different events and 
attractions have been arranged 
for this year’s festival.

The full Winter Festival pro-
gramme appears in our special 
Christmas pull-out on pages 14 
and 15.

Winter 
Festival
gets
underway

Ward re-opens
THE OUTBREAK of norovirus 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban looks to have halted after 
NHS Highland reported no new 
cases over the past week.

Restricted admissions to the 
affected Ward B have been 
lifted and a spokesman for NHS 
Highland said the hospital was 
operating normal visiting hours.

Five patients and several staff 
at the ward contracted the virus.

CONTINUED delays to secur-
ing the Old Military Road at the 
Rest and Be Thankful mean a 
landslide diversion route won’t 
be ready until at least February.

Legal complications over the 
purchase of the road from a pri-
vate landlord mean completion 
of the A83 bypass is now nearly 
four months behind schedule. 
Once a deal is agreed, construc-
tion is anticipated to take nine 
weeks.

‘Optimistic’
When he announced the forma-

tion of the Task Force comprising 

stakeholders in August, then in-
frastructure minister Alex Neil 
said the diversion would be open 
‘by November at the latest’.

But as landslide warning lights 
were switched on again on Tues-
day, fresh fears were expressed 
that the work will take even 
longer in the winter weather.

Now members of the Scottish 
Government’s A83 Task Force 

ability is at risk over limited 
progress and a lack of commu-

Describing Mr Neil’s initial 

statement as ‘optimistic’, Jane 
MacLeod, secretary of the Mid 
Argyll Chamber of Commerce, 
said: ‘There’s been a lot of frus-
tration, although much of the 
problem is outwith the control 
of the Task Force or Transport 
Scotland.

‘We are pressing on them that 
there appears to be a lack of 
communication. I’ve sent two or 
three emails about the diversion 
route since the Task Force’s 

out anything at all. I ended up 
having to phone.

‘They are forgetting to com-
municate with the Task Force on 
how the negotiations are going.’

While the second Task Force 
meeting on October 15 was 
seen to be positive, no date has 
yet been set for the November 
meeting.

Jane added: ‘If the next meet-
ing is organised quickly and we 
get good news on the diversion, 

it will be okay. If it drags on 
beyond the next meeting we will 

‘We have been fortunate with 
the rain so far. Other parts of 
Scotland have been very wet.

when they’re coming to Argyll is 
‘what’s happening with the Rest 
and Be Thankful’? The situation 
is damaging to everyone in 
Argyll.’

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland told The Oban Times 
it was hopeful of concluding the 
deal to purchase the Old Military 
Road in the near future, adding 
the delay has allowed extensive 
survey work to be carried out to 
aid construction.

The spokesman said: ‘Exten-
sive mitigation work at the Rest 
and Be Thankful continues. 
Transport Scotland remains 
committed to putting in place 
measures to mitigate against 
landslips on the A83. We will 
provide a further update to the 
community shortly.’

It is anticipated that a report on 
possible long-term solutions will 
be presented at the next meeting 
of the Task Force.

NEWSDESK 
01397 703003



Thursday 15 November, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19NEWS
FW

TWO MOTORISTS escaped 
serious injury after a car crash 
on the A83 near West Loch 
Tarbert on Monday. 

A lorry and car collided at the 
West Loch Shores Caravan Park 
at 11.05am but neither driver 
was hurt.

A PENSIONER was airlifted to 
hospital with a suspected back 
injury on Monday after a car 
crashnear the Ardfern junction 
on the A816 Lochgilphead to 
Oban road.

The 65-year-old woman had to 
be cut out of the car by rescue 
crews. She was taken to Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital 

Hospital for further treatment.
The accident happened at 

11am when the car veered 
off the road and onto the 
embankment near the telephone 
exchange in Ardfern. Fire and 
rescue crews from Lochgilp-
head and Tarbert attended the 
scene in addition to police.

A man travelling in the car 
was not injured during the 
incident.

Woman airlifted 
after Ardfern crash

Drivers escape 
injury near Tarbert

AN INSPIRATIONAL 11 year 
old from Appin will be part of 
a BBC Children in Need radio 
documentary to be broadcast 
tomorrow (Friday).

Cameron Allen, who suffers 
from a severe form of Brittle 
Bone Disease, will be featured 
in BBC Scotland’s Pudsey Pays 
Out programme being aired 
between 12.30pm and 1pm.

The determined Strath of 
Appin Primary pupil, who has 
to overcome regular breaks in 
his bones, has ambitions to be a 
Paralympian. Earlier this year 
he raised around £6,000 for the 
Brittle Bone Society through a 
sponsored silence.

Appin boy in radio 
documentary

THE ECHOES of the Mòd 
concert will be held in Oban 
next weekend for anyone who 
wants another chance to see 
some of this year’s Royal 
National Mòd winners in the 

The event will take place in St 
John’s Cathedral on Saturday, 
November 24 from 7pm. 

National Mòd 
echoes at Oban

TALKS between Argyll and 
Bute Council and Historic Scot-

Primary School de-listed have 

The Oban Times revealed 
in January that the authority 
wanted to de-list the Stevenson 
Street building, with no bidders 

meeting the £475,000 asking 
price.

The main building, boundary 
wall and playground shelter are 
all Grade B listed, meaning po-
tential developers would have to 
take cognisance of its character 
when redeveloping it.

While de-listing would remove 

this condition and pave the way 
for substantial development or 
demolition, Historic Scotland 
have so far refused to budge 
from the building’s protected 
status.

No formal application has yet 
been made, however.

A council source told The 

Oban Times: ‘We still want it 
de-listed but there’s no progress 
yet. Talks will continue.’

Historic Scotland said: ‘There 
has been no formal application 
to demolish the former Rock-

in discussion with Argyll and 
Bute Council about whether a 

positive future can be found for 
the building.’

Proceeds from the sale of 
the building would go into the 
authority’s education budget and 
while two bids were submitted 
for the building at the end of last 
year, their offers fell some way 
short of the council’s valuation.

Originally built in 1894, the 
school has remained dormant 
since 2007, when pupils trans-
ferred to the new Joint Primary 
Campus in Soroba.

When closed, the building 
already suffered from a leaky 
roof and a poor general state of 
repair. 

Talks over de-listing former Oban school fail to find solution

Town backing 
X Factor’s Ella

-
erson took another step towards 
winning the contest at the week-
end, thanks in part to her family 
fanbase in Oban.

The town has adopted the 16-
year-old singing sensation after 
her uncle and aunt, Andrew and 
Angie Henderson, began throw-
ing X Factor parties for friends 
and erected a banner of support 

is also one of their banners in the 
centre of town.

Andrew and Angie’s sons, An-
drew junior and Craig, also live 
in Oban and work with their dad 
at Breedon Aggregates. Another 
Breedon workmate is Andrew’s 
brother, David, who lives on 
Lismore.

Having been to see Ella sing 
live on the television show, 
where they met judge Louis 
Walsh and all the competitors, 
Andrew and Angie said their 
girl had a chance of winning 
– but urged Oban Times readers 
to support her.

Andrew said: ‘She was one of 
the bookies’ favourites but she 
needs the votes now because 
I don’t think she is getting the 
right songs to sing.

‘She is working really hard 
– about 12 to 15 hours a day. 
It has been tough but she is 
enjoying every minute of it and 
she gets on well with the other 
contestants, especially Rylan 
Clark, who has become a great 
support for her.’

Andrew says his father, Wil-
lie, was Ella’s inspiration to 
start singing and the Grimsby 
girl performed her own song, 
dedicated to her grandfather, at 

‘She is only 16 but from the age 
of four she was always singing,’ 

X Factor star Ella Henderson is the only remaining girl in the 
competition.

Andrew and Angie Henderson from Oban meet up with their 
niece, Ella, at the X-Factor live shows. 

said Andrew. ‘I remember at 
family parties we would have 
the karaoke machine out and my 
father would tell her to go and 
get her microphone. 

‘It was just one of those plastic 
ice-cream cones but there she 
would be, in her pyjamas, sing-
ing into her ‘microphone’ all 
night.

‘My father basically tutored 
her in the early years. I just 
wish he was still here to see this 
because he would have been so 
proud of her.’

Ella, who has studied at Tring 
Park School for Performing Arts 
in Hertfordshire from the age of 
11, is the only remaining girl in 
the X Factor competition.

CONFUSED Oban residents 
were left wondering if Christmas 
had been cancelled when the 
Argyll Square Christmas tree 
was erected and pulled down on 
the same day.

Not bonnie
Argyll and Bute Council said a 

new – and better – tree was due 
to be in place this week.

The tree went up in its usual 
spot in the centre of the Argyll 
Square roundabout last Thurs-
day, only to be removed by 

Argyll and Bute Council staff 
later that night.

The council said the tree, 
which came at no cost to the 
public purse, just wasn’t bonnie 
enough.

Jim Smith, head of roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘A good 
quality, healthy tree was deliv-
ered and put up in Oban.

‘However, once the tree was in 
place it became clear it did not 
look right and wasn’t balanced 
in terms of its shape.’

Oban’s not very bonnie 
Christmas tree gets chop

THE BOARD who will lead a 
business driven project to revive 
Oban’s town centre is now 
known following the appoint-
ment of directors.

Seven of the 10 places were 

directors representing the leisure 
and hospitality slots arriving on 
the board last Thursday follow-
ing an election.

The new board consists of: Al-
ister Jackson, Jackson the Butch-
ers, Andrew Spence, Homebase, 
Billy Thomson, The Sports Shop, 
David McGregor, Simmers and 
Co, Roseanne Ogden, MacPhee 
and Partners, John Forteith, 
Forteith Foodservice, and Paul 
Sloan, Digital Kangaroo and 
Oban Bay Brewery.

Elected to the board on Thurs-
day from the leisure and hos-
pitality sectors were Raymond 
Hyams from the Queen’s Hotel, 
Lindsay MacDonald from Cor-
ran House and Andrea Simpson 
from Ark Hairdressing. 

The man who chaired the BI-
D4Oban steering group to suc-
cess in establishing Scotland’s 

Graham MacQueen, is to step 
aside to concentrate on his other 
commitments. He will remain as 
chairman of the shadow board 
until Christmas.

New
BIDS
Board
named

John Forteith, who worked 
with Graham on the steering 
group, said: ‘I believe I speak on 
behalf of all of the steering group 
in acknowledging Graham’s 
huge commitment over the BID 
campaign, despite the numerous 

demands on his time. His tireless 
work to secure a positive ballot 
was without question a key fac-
tor in the successful campaign.’

With the board now appointed, 
the BID company’s attention 

manager and an events manager 
to lead projects in the town. 

scheme, which formally came 
into operation on October 
31, will generate more than 
£840,000 towards improving the 
town’s trading environment. 

BID4Oban steering 
group chairman 
steps down

GRANTS totalling £650 have helped Oban 
Youth Cafe buy a new pool table, encouraging 
more teenagers to attend the nightly group.

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust donated 
£350 to the cause, while Oban FM Cash for 
Kids granted £300.

Youth leader Lori Hannah said: ‘The pool 
table is the centrepiece of the room but the old 
one was very worn and the more serious play-
ers were starting to play elsewhere, so the new 
table has brought them back. 

‘We average around 20 members every night 
now.’

Graham MacQueen, of the charitable trust, 
described the George Street youth cafe as a 
‘hidden jewel’ in the town. 

He added: ‘The work that goes on here is 
incredible and we are happy to support it.’

Cash for Kids representative Jim Lynch, who 
also volunteers at the youth cafe, said: ‘The 
front door and the kitchen are the next things 
needing updated and the kids have already done 
fundraising for that. 

‘It is a great place where they can come 
after school to hang out with their mates or do 
homework.

‘For a relatively small investment, this table 
will give an immeasurable return.’

Oban Youth Cafe runs Monday to Saturday 
after school, opening 7.30pm – 9.30pm on 
Friday and Saturday nights. 

Donors Jim Lynch and Graham MacQueen try out the new table as Oban Youth Cafe members Carla 
Miller, Josh Marlow and Arno Redlihs look on. 16_t46pool01

Youth cafe gets funding on the table to boost membership

Emergency services 
rush in wrong direction

Bogus workmen target elderly man 

EMERGENCY service vehicles 
attending a road crash, at which 
a woman suffered spinal injuries, 
were delayed after being sent to 
the wrong location.

The road crash, involving one 
car, happened at around 10.40am 
on Monday near Barbreck Farm 
Shop on the A816 Oban to Loch-
gilphead road.

But the Scottish Ambulance 
Service, which received the 
initial call, mobilised ambu-

to Barbreck Farm Bungalow, in 
Kilchrenan – the opposite direc-
tion of the crash.

The mistake was only realised 

for Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
passed the crash near Ardfern 
and phoned the emergency 
services. Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue mobilised the Ardfern 

on the scene at 11.15am – and 
appliances from Lochgilphead 
and Tarbert. The road was closed 
until 1.25pm.

The 65-year-old casualty was 
taken to Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock.

Scottish Ambulance Service 
said: ‘Ambulances are des-
patched based on the informa-
tion available at the time.’

POLICE in Oban have issued a warning 
over bogus callers after an elderly man in 
the Soroba area of the town was targeted by 
so-called workmen.

A group of men claming to be property 
maintenance contractors visited the 78-year-
old man’s house on October 24 and told him 
he needed roof repairs and agreed payment.

They returned on November 7 to tell him 

Knowing this wasn’t the case, the man 

phoned the police. Oban Police Inspector 
Julie McLeish appealed for anyone with 
information about the workmen.

She added: ‘Our message is simple - not 
everyone is who they appear to be so don’t 
be afraid to challenge them or question 
their intentions. If they are genuine, they 
won’t mind. If anyone feels pressurised by 
workmen into getting work done on their 
homes, contact us at the time to allow us to 
investigate.’

Photo of 
the Year 
competition

AMATEUR photographers across the West Highlands and 
Islands are being urged to get snapping with the launch 

of Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year competition.

We are looking for photographs that sum up why 
this part of the world is your favourite.

It can be anything, from your favourite place or activity to a 
picturesque sunset or local wildlife.

Entries will be accepted until the end of January, so there is 
plenty of time to get out and about to grab that winning image.

Each week, we’ll run a selection of the best photographs and 
even if you’re not taking part, you can vote for your favourite.

The most popular photographs stand a chance of 
winning fantastic prizes in the Photo of the Year 

People’s Vote and our judges’ Grand Prize categories.  
To enter, log on to www.obantimes.co.uk/poy or send a CD of 
your images to Wyvex Media, Photo of the Year, Lochavullin 

Industrial Estate, Crannog Lane, PA34 4HB.

Terms and conditions: Editor’s decision is final.  Competition is for amateur photographers only.  The winner must be willing to take 
part in publicity. Photographs not of a high enough resolution to appear in print will be disqualified. By submitting to the competition, 
including but not limited to digital video and images, mobile text messages, blogging, message boards, emails and audio submissions, 
you automatically grant Wyvex Media the royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable, exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, modify, edit, 
adapt, publish, translate, create derivative works from, distribute, perform and display such material (in whole or part) worldwide and/or 
to incorporate it in other works in any form, media, or technology now known or later developed for the full term of any rights that may 
exist in such content. Prizes are as stated, no cash alternative.  Employees of Wyvex Media and their immediate family are prohibited from 
entering. Text votes cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.
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MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF A PRIVATE MOORING: 

SOUTH SHIAN, LOCH CRERAN
Notice is hereby given that Mr Richard has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, in respect of the installation of a private mooring at:
Description Latitude Longitude
Location Co-ordinates Coordinates
South Shian, Loch Creran 56º31.030’N 05º23.916’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Ledaig

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues 
in respect of the application should be made in writing to: Licensing 
Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or by 
e-mail: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference:

SOROBA TRAINING CIC
Company No: SC373500

I, David N Kaye of Crawfords Accountants
LLP, Stanton House 41 Blackfriars Road
Salford Manchester M3 7DB, hereby give
notice pursuant to Rule 4.19 of the Insolvency
Rules (Scotland) 1986 that I was appointed
liquidator of the above named company on
29/10/2012. A Liquidation Committee was not
formed. I do not intend to summon another
meeting to establish a Liquidation Committee
unless requested to do so by one tenth, in

hereby given that the creditors of the above
named company which is being voluntarily
wound up, are required, on or before
30/11/2012 to prove their debts by sending to
the undersigned, David N Kaye of Crawfords
Accountants LLP, Stanton House 41
Blackfriars Road Salford Manchester M3 7DB,
the liquidator of the company, written
statements of the amounts they claim to be
due to them from the company and, if so
requested, to provide such further details or
produce such documentary evidence as may
appear to the liquidator to be necessary. A
creditor who has not proved this debt before
the declaration of any dividend is not entitled
to disturb, by reason that he has not
participated in it, the distribution of that
dividend or any other dividend declared
before his debt was proved.
DAVID N KAYE, Liquidator

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/04150/FUL Alltshellach Hotel
North Ballachulish
Onich, Fort William

Erection of Biomass
Heating Cabin

Time period for comments is 14 days

12/04206/S42 Tigh A Chladaich
Glenmallie Road
Caol
Fort William

Application under Section
42 to develop land without
compliance with condition
1 previously attached to
planning permission ref.
04/00506/FULLO for the
change of use of garage to
garage with integral
residential flat

12/04236/FUL Caberfeidh
Lochyside, Fort William

Extension to house

12/04291/FUL Land 65M East of Ephesus
Roshven, Glenuig

Erection of house

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

THE CAUSE of John McPhee’s four-race 
run of disappointing Grand Prix results 

Defective

down to defective front forks, ended the 
season on the sidelines after dropping his 

-

McPhee’s bad luck continues 
despite bike breakthrough

John McPhee moves to overtake on a corner. Photo: Bonnie Lane/CanBe Images

the Connel racer had turned in a 
promising performance, climb-
ing from 29th to 13th before 
hitting the deck in the wet with 

He had battled with handling 
issues on his KRP-built and 
engineered chassis since taking 
over from the injured Alexis 

to the bottom of the problem,’ 

-

‘There was also a minor gear-
box problem which was causing 

I don’t want to sound as if I’m 

the bike and I take the blame for 

John steps up to a full season 
of Grand Prix racing with the 

MOTORCYCLING

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Cup, 3rd round - Antonine 

games Drumchapel United 1, 

Cup, 3rd round - Antonine v Under 

RUNNERS took part in two 

-
ganza included two road races 

Runners for both events 
assembled on Corran Esplanade 
opposite the Corran Halls, 
before heading out towards 

The 5k runners turned around 
close to Little Ganavan and 

-

Dunbeg gate the runners turned 
around, retracing the route back 

Alastair Hall and Eric Walton, 

Isabella Perriot were second 

5k race was Adam Wilson in 

The women’s 5K was sup-

second were Morag MacNicol 
and Chritine Jesson in times of 

Super vets lead
the way in 10k

ATHLETICS

GOLF

‘I think golf is a challenging game and

I keep playing to try and improve’

member at the Glencruitten course for 48 

-
tack and was diagnosed with diabetes last 

He is now also golf coach to his great 

Regularly

Glencruitten, including Pat’s son and daugh-

Philip, who was club champion in 1994 

members, then meet up with me and some 

Longevity

‘I think golf is a challenging game, so I 

the age of 35 after getting caught snigger-

‘I was in the old West Highland Hospital 

for a walk and I watched someone duff their 

pro, Dougie Ireland, heard me and told me it 

generation to Glencruitten

Pat Murphy pictured at Glencruitten Golf Club with his golfing 
family members, from left: Diane Colewell, Steven Murphy, Philip 

Murphy and Andrew Ritchie. 16_t46pat01

Pat, who also takes part in a barber and on the telephone 

A FUND has been made avail-

The Camanachd Association’s 
-

ment Fund is now open for ap-

For more information visit 

Deadline for applications is 

SHINTY

£5,000 shinty fund

Drew Thomson achieved black 
belt standard in the sport and 

Masters event on September 

Drew said: ‘It was a real sur-

Drew and his wife, Frances, 
also attended a grand ball to 

-

Drew Thomson on top of the podium.

will this weekend take to the 
-

land’s mascot for their match 

Fraser Robertson is a keen 

RUGBY

-
pil, who lives at Glengorm, will 

Angus, and mother, Jennifer, as 
well as his and brother and sister, 

heard practising The Flower of 
in numbers to support him and 

JUDO

Judo Masters win 
for Oban man

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02109/PP Erection of conservatory (retrospective) Rudha Na Cloiche Corran
Esplanade Oban
Argyll and Bute PA34 5AQ

Oban Area Office

12/02152/PP Installation of dormer window, erection 
of garage and formation of new 
vehicular access 

1 Roundhouse Isle of Coll
Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

12/02339/PP Erection of replacement conservatory 
roof and windows using existing 
conservatory base 

Staffa North Connel Oban
Argyll and Bute PA37 1RD

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02346/PP Change of use from existing storage 
building to storage of shellfish (in holding 
tanks) and small scale shellfish processing 

The Pier
Ardmor Road Salen
Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute PA72 6JL

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

12/02358/PP Erection of external metal staircase, 
formation of new doorway and 
repositioning of gabion baskets

Police Station
Albany Street Oban
Argyll and Bute PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

12/02362/PPP Site for the erection of two 
dwellinghouses

Garden Ground of Jarew
Fishnish Craignure
Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute PA65 6BA

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

12/02365/PP Alterations and extension to 
dwellinghouse.

Fionnallt Lochawe Dalmally
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AH

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

12/02377/PP Demolition of existing workshop/store 
and erection of replacement garage/
workshop 

Woodhall Appin
Argyll and Bute PA38 4BA 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02396/PP Installation of ground mounted 
photovoltaic solar panels 

Mount Stuart
Glenshellach Road Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 4QJ

Oban Area Office

12/02405/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse, detached 
garage and installation of a septic tank 
(amendment to planning permission 
12/01431/PP - minor amendment 
to positioning of dwellinghouse and 
garage)

Land at Ardteatle Dalmally
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

12/02442/PP Alterations to dwellinghouse including 
formation of separate apartment

Creag Mor Taynuilt
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/02465/PP Formation of vehicular access (part 
retrospective)

Land West of Craig Lora
Edendonich Dalmally
Argyll and Bute PA33 1AS

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02297/PP Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and 
erection of replacement dwellinghouse

Dwellinghouse
East of The Sheiling Mannal
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6UB

Tiree Area Office

12/02353/LIB Erection of external metal staircase, 
formation of new doorway, repositioning 
of gabion baskets and internal alterations

Police Station
Albany Street Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

12/02375/PP Erection of first floor balcony over existing 
flat roof 

Flat 1 Post Office
Main Street Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute
PA75 6NT

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02376/LIB Erection of first floor balcony over existing 
flat roof 

Flat 1 Post Office
Main Street Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6NT

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02427/PP Erection of detached garage Ulva Cottage
Western Road Tobermory
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6PR

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/01919/PP Erection of 10 metre high anemometer 
mast for a period of 3 years

Land North East of
Ardlussa House
Ardlussa Isle of Jura
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

12/02316/PP Erection of greenkeeper’s shed, installation 
of sewage treatment plant and formation 
of new access track from existing hotel drive

Islay Golf Club Port Ellen
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA42 7AN

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02315/PP Erection of 60 metre high anemometer 
mast for temporary period of 6 years 

Land South East of Rhinns
of Islay Lighthouse Orsay 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

12/02441/PP Change of use of part of former school 
building to form 2 dwellinghouses 

The Old School
School Street
Port Ellen Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
andRegulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

FW

CROFTING
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING
APPLICATION 

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
Mr & Mrs G W Fulford
1 Stronaba, Kilmonivaig
0.0246 ha - Existing house 
site
4.86.40613

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

The Oban 
Phoenix Cinema

Cuan Mor Brewery Bar.

New Members 
welcome.



Sport
Page 28
FW

FORT William manager 
Danny Conlon expects to have 
a near full strength squad for 
this Saturday’s trip to Buckie 
Thistle.

But heavy rain in Lochaber 
has meant the players have been 
unable to train at Claggan Park 
this week, with Conlon having 

short notice.

and trained on the all-weather 
pitch on Lochaber High School, 
but Conlon told The Oban 
Times that was not a long-term 
solution.

He said: ‘For us to train at 
the all-weather pitch costs us 
£60, so there’s no way we could 
afford to do that three times 
a week. It’s one of the biggest 
issues for us, not having a set 
training schedule.’

Fort’s home game against 
Cove Rangers last weekend 
was postponed after torrential 

according to Conlon.
Buckie have had a mixed 

start to the season after a new 
manager was installed in the 
summer, along with a number 
of new players. They currently 
sit 11th, with 16 points from 10 
games.

Conlon said: ‘Having the 
weekend off meant a little bit of 
extra rest for one or two players, 
so I’m hopeful I’ll have close to 
a full strength squad.

‘Last season they weren’t as 
big and strong as some of the 
other teams. We’re going up 
there expecting it to be as hard 
as the game against Forres.’

Railway Bowling Club members enjoyed their annual trophy 
presentations and dinner dance recently. The gents singles 

champions at the Inverlochy club this year was Innes Woods, while 
Agnes Boyle picked up the trophy for ladies singles champion. 

Prizewinners from the Highlands and Islands Squash Association Championships.

The top players from 2012 at Fort William Golf Club with their trophies.

NEARLY 60 runners turned 
up for Lochaber Athletic Club’s 

season on Sunday, the Canal 
Bank Race.

Two local youngsters, Callum 
Fraser and Craig MacLean, gave 
overall winner Craig Mitchell of 
Shettleston Harriers a run for his 

had ideal conditions and a slight 
change to the race route, keeping 
runners off the road.

Reclaimed
MacLean was in the lead until 

halfway, when Fraser took over. 
But after the tunnel section, 
Mitchell reclaimed the lead to 

seconds.
Fraser eventually ended up in 

in sixth place overall with a time 

minutes.

LOCHABER Leisure have a 
narrow lead over Achintore FC 
after the latest round of games 
in the Ali Young indoor football 
league at the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

Lochaber Leisure were pushed 
all the way by a stubborn AA 
Young side looking for their 

Achintore failed to win for the 

The Goon Squad leapfrogged 
Ballachulish into third place 

Lochaber side.

win of the season, beating 

Fort William travel 
to take on Buckie

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Ali Young League

Fort William
Golf Club 
hand out
the prizes
FORT William Golf Club cele-
brated the top play from the last 
year at their annual prizegiving 
ceremony on Saturday, with 
club champion Duncan Rodger 
presented with the Connachie 
Cup.

Players and club members 
gathered at the club for the cel-
ebrations, and enjoyed dinner 
and drinks afterwards.

Among the prizewinners 
were Rosemary MacIntyre, 
who picked up the ladies club 
championship trophy, and 
Frank Sweeney, who won the 
senior club championship. 
Scott MacEachan picked up the 
Rumney Cup after winning the 
scrath match play club champi-
onship.

Prize winners: Connachie 
cup (men’s club championship) 
Duncan Rodger; Rumney 
Cup (scratch match-play 
club championship) Scott 
MacEachan; Hugh Macintyre 
Trophy (handicap match-play 
club championship) Dougie 
Duncan; Lochy Bar (men’s club 

Ronald Macdonald; Clydesdale 
Bank Challenge Cup (knockout 
match-play handicap)  Steven 

Jamieson; Royal Bank Cup (two 
rounds stroke play, scratch) Dun-
can Rodger; Maciver Cup (two 
rounds stroke play, handicap) 
Kenny Gillespie; Jimmy Bruce 
Memorial Trophy (greensome 
knockout, handicap) Cal Brown 
and Mark MacDonald; Scottish 
Pulp And Paper Mills knockout 
match play (handicap) Brian 
Gillespie; Mairi Macintyre Rose 
Bowl (order of merit, scratch) 
Steven Jamieson; Young Trophy 
(order of merit, handicap) Steven 
Jamieson; Bank Of Scotland 
Tray (four ball match-play, 
handicap) Dougie Duncan and 
Alex Stewart.

Senior Club Championship - 
Frank Sweeney; Senior four ball 
(four ball match-play, handicap, 
over 50’s) John Cameron and 
James Duncan; Wolverton Tro-

- James Ross; Captain’s Prize 
- David MacGillvray; Vice Cap-
tain’s Prize - William Duncan; 
Ben Nevis Motors (gross) Ste-
ven Jamieson; Ben Nevis Mo-
tors (net) Frank Sweeney; John 
Soutar Order Of Merit Trophy 
- Toby Richardson; Super Sen-
iors - Andrew Brown; British 
Alcan Shotgun Foursome - Ken 

Jerram and Toby Richardson; 
Famous Grouse - Brian Stewart 
and Neil Young; Craig Paterson 
Memorial Trophy - David 
MacGillivray.

Ladies – Elliot Trophy (club 
championship) Rosie Macin-
tyre; Clydesdale Bank Trophy 
(bronze division club champi-
onship) Ann Lovattl; MacNab 
Cup (singles, handicap) Iona 
Cameron; E.W.B. Howie trophy 
(three best net scores) Helen 
Brian; E. Cameron trophy (sta-
bleford) Rosie MacIntyre; West 
Highland Oil Tray (ladies out-
ing) Linda Gillespie; Wolverton 
Cup (ladies summer eclectic) 
Kathleen Leitch; Mungo Cup 
(ladies winter eclectic) Rosie 
MacIntyre; Budget Rent-A-Car 
- Ann Lovatt; Roseburn Trophy 
(winter stableford singles) Rosie 

of merit - Rosie MacIntyre; Alex 
Fairlie Cup (mixed foursome 
matchplay, handicap) Kay Jer-
ram and Paul Brian; Moorings 
Hotel Cup (ladies greensome 
knockout) Kim Topping and 
Ann Lovatt.

GOLF

A NUMBER of Lochaber 
squash players found success 
at the Highlands and Islands 
Squash Association (HISA) 
Championships at Lochaber 
Leisure Centre in Fort William 
last weekend.

Lochaber players took on 
competitors from across the 
Highlands over two days of 
competition, with Liz Merry, 
Bruce MacLean and Chris 
Walker all becoming divisional 
champions.

Walker came from two games 
down to defeat Donald Durrand 
in division three, while Bruce 
MacLean won division four. Liz 
Merry saw off Norma Gregory 

The Premier Division saw an 
extremely high level all play, 
with Lochaber’s Bruce Love, 
Alan Love and Stuart Cameron 
all just missing out on a place in 

MacKay retained his title.
Tournament organiser Allan 

MacKay thanked all those who 
had worked to make the event a 
success, particularly the Leisure 
Centre staff and sponsors 
Premier Inn and Brown’s Res-
taurant. HISA Chairman Dave 
Clem thanked Allan for his great 
effort in running the event.      

SQUASH

Lochaber players do well

A number of youngsters took part in the juniors race.

Runners get the winter league 
season underway at the start 
line of the Canal Bank race at 

Banavie.

Manny Gorman of Westies 

5 seconds, while John Binnie 
of LAC was the second quickest 

second.
Nicola Meekin was the fast-

est female runner on the day, 

Club mate Amanda Blackhall 

seconds, with Lucy Prins, LAC, 

LAC’s Aileen Duncan said: 
‘Many thanks to the marshals, 
these races could not happen 
without them. Also well done 
to the handful of Jog Scotland 
runners who did very well.’

The next winter league race is 
the Drumfada Chase this Sunday 
at 11am.

ATHLETICS

Local 
youngsters 
give overall 
winner a 
run for his 
money

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and rain showers
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 15, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.07 0.6 06.06 4.2 12.30      0.5        18.23     4.2  
Fri  00.51 0.6 06.49 4.2 13.18 0.6         19.06    4.0
Sat  01.38 0.6 07.34 4.1 14.08      0.8        19.51      3.7
Sun  02.26 0.8 08.23 3.9 15.01      1.0        20.38     3.4
Mon  03.19 1.0 09.17 3.6 15.57 1.3 21.32      3.1
Tues  04.16 1.3 10.24 3.4 16.59 1.5 22.44     2.9
Wed  05.21 1.4 12.04 3.3 18.09 1.7 **.**      *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12
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