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TIMESLINE
Plan for 650 new 
a� ordable homes

Oban charity is up 
for funding award

Road will be closed 
overnight for work

Predator jailed for 18 months
A MAN who had sex with a 
vulnerable teenage girl has 
been sentenced to 18 months 
behind bars. 

Angus Francis, 27, will be on 
licence for a further three years 
upon his release from prison. 

Francis, from Fort William, 
was sentenced at Dumbarton 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday. 

He appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court in September accused of 
having sex with the girl when 
she was just 14 years old. 

During the trial, the court 
heard how Francis met the girl 
at a pub in Oban in 2012. 

Giving evidence, the girl, 
now 19, said: ‘When I was 14 
I was going through a really 

hard time. I was being bullied 
at school. I didn’t have many 
friends my own age. I had two 
older friends.’

After meeting Francis, they 
kept in touch by text before 
meeting to have sex a few weeks 
later.

She added: ‘He told me I 
couldn’t tell anybody because 
it was our secret. He could 
get into trouble. I knew it was 
wrong. I felt really dirty but he 
made me feel like I was wanted, 
that somebody on this planet 
wanted me.’

They had sex again in 2013 
when the girl was just 15. 

A jury found Francis guilty 
and he was due to be sentenced 

in Dumbarton last month, but 
this was deferred for a psychiat-
ric report to be carried out. 

Yesterday, Francis’s solicitor 
confirmed he was given a clean 
bill of mental health in the as-
sessment. But the report deter-
mined that Francis did display a 
narcissistic personality. 

Speaking of the circum-
stances of the case, Sheriff 
William Gallacher said: ‘It was 
abundantly plain to me that the 
young girl was open, or at least 
susceptible, to abuse because of 
her vulnerability.

‘It may be that she was simply 
there and open to the abuse. 
She may have had a different 
perspective. 

‘That does not matter. The 
current legislation exists to 
protect children and imposes a 
responsibility on adults. 

‘It’s plain to me that you were 
aware of the circumstances of 
this young girl.’

Sheriff Gallacher said he had 
no choice but to hand out a 
lengthy sentence to Francis. 

He added: ‘It’s clear to me 
because of the gravity of the 
offences that there is scope for 
intervening in your attitudes.

‘And it is appropriate for me 
to hand out an extended sen-
tence.’

Francis was sentenced to four-
and-a-half years, of which 18 
months will be in custody.

HOPE 2 Oban has been short-
listed from 800 applicants for 
the Royal Bank of Scotland 
Skills and Opportunities fund. 
To vote for the project, go to 
http://skillsandopportunities 
fund.natwest.com/vote/vote-
in-scotland.html

Proposals are being put forward 
to the Scottish Government by 
Argyll and Bute Council to build 
up to 650 more a� ordable homes 
in the area over the next � ve 
years as part of the Argyll and 
Bute Strategic Housing Invest-
ment Plan.

  To date, 554 new a� ordable 
homes have already been built in 
the region in the past � ve years 
as part of the plan. 

This � gure exceeds the local 
housing strategy target of 550 
new a� ordable homes by 2016.

WORK to resurface a section of 
the A83 through the village of 
Lochgair has started.

The improvements on this 
section of the A83 were sched-
uled to begin on Sunday but the 
start was put back to Tuesday 
November 1. Works will take 
place overnight between 8pm 
and 7am on week nights, with no 
works scheduled to take place on 
Friday or Saturday nights. 

A road closure will be in place 
each night during working hours 
to ensure the safety of the work-
force and motorists. Local access 
will be maintained at approxi-
mately hourly intervals.

Council faces a possible 
£40m budget black hole
ARGYLL and Bute Council could 
face further cuts of up to £40 million 
over the next three years to meet an 
‘unpreced ented’ funding gap in its 
budget, according to new estimates.

A report presented to the council’s 
Policy and Resources Committee on 
August 18 estimated a funding gap for 
2017-20 of between £16.9 million in the 
best case scenario, and £33.9 million in 
the worst. It also projected a shortfall of 
between £3.4 million and £10.5 million 
from 2017-18.

Now those deficits have been 
revised upwards following analysis 
by the Fraser of Allander Institute, 
which was released in September. 

The council’s updated report, 
presented at the Policy and Re-
sources Committee meeting on 
October 27 reads: ‘They report 
that the financial outlook looks 
just as, if not more, challenging 
than we have had in the past few 
years. It predicts the average reduc-
tion in funding for ‘unprotected’ pub-
lic services, such as local government, 
could be in the range of between 2.6 
and 4.5 per cent between now and 
2020-21. 

‘The estimate of Scottish Govern-
ment funding has been updated to 
reflect a worsening position. The 
funding gap estimated over the 
three-year period 2017-18 to 2019-20 
has been revised to be between £18.2 
million and £39.9 million, with a 
gap of between £4 million and £13.1 
million in 2017-18.’

Savings have been identified in 
the council’s print management of 
£140,000 by 2018-19, and in its loans 
charges budget, with a ‘prudent 
ongoing reduction of £250,000 built 
into the estimates’. Catering and 

cleaning services were also subject to 
a savings review, which acknowledged 
there were ‘no easy wins in terms of 
generating extra revenues or reducing 
catering and cleaning costs’, with 
‘current cleaning standards [are] at 
the lower end of acceptable’.

The Scottish Government is expected 
to announce its draft budget after the 
Chancellor’s autumn statement on 
November 23. 

Oban South and the Isles councillor 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘We will not 
know what our settlement will be until 
Decem ber. There is only one thing for 
certain: budgets are going down. The 
government is following its manifesto. 
Education and health are at the top, 
but local government does not seem to 
be anywhere near the top.

‘Nothing is surer: we are going to have 
to stop things. It is imperative to find 
out what people want us to preserve, 
and what they want to stop.’ He said he 
hoped ‘people will come forward with 
suggestions to mitigate the dreadful 
situation we are in’. 

Oban, Lorn and the Isles’ coun-
cillors held an open council surgery 
on the cuts and other local issues at 
Oban’s Corran Halls on Wednesday 
evening.

Kieron Green, councillor for Oban 
North and Lorn, called a £40 million 
cut ‘unprecedented’ and ‘undeliv-
erable’, and said it would leave the 
council ‘unable to continue local gov-
ernment services as we know them. 

‘I question whether we can deliver 
£40 million worth of savings while 
continuing services people expect 
and the council is required to provide: 
bin collections, road maintenance 
– people are already complaining 
about potholes. There has to be a 
recognition it is unsustainable. Com-
munities are going to have to play a 
much bigger role in delivering these 
services.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Fancy that! Disco is a real spooktacle

ST COLUMBA’S Primary 
School in Oban had a 
spooktacular turn-out for its 
Hallowe’en disco. 

George Noble provided the 
disco, while the hall had been 

decorated with a spooky 
theme by the Parent Council. 
Best-dressed prizes went to 
Niamh Burns of primary five, 
dressed as the Marshmallow 
Princess, and Carter Camp-

bell as a pumpkin. The Early 
Years Group also shared in 
the fun, with the under-fives 
enjoying a Hallowe’en party 
with lots of lovely costumes. 

The school would like to 

thank everyone who was 
involved as all the children 
had a wonderful time. 

For more Hallowe’en 
photographs, see page 10. 

Photograph: Kevin McGlynn
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Youngsters discuss 
energy projects

Dutch students 
visit Mull � rm

Oban pub gets set 
for reopening

 YOUNG people will be involved in 
a workshop in Argyll next month 
where they can discuss how 
community-owned renewable 
energy projects in rural commu-
nities can impact their lives.

The forum for students will fo-
cus on issues such as new career 
opportunities and skills develop-
ment created by so-called green 
energy projects.

Hosted by the Rural Policy 
Centre at Scotland’s Rural College 
(SRUC), the seminar will also 
discuss to what extent young 
people are represented in energy 
decisions that a� ect their lives.

Social Impacts of Renewables 
on Young People is being held at 
the Here We Are social initiative 
in Cairndow on November 9.

Go to  http://socialimpactsre-
newables.eventbrite.co.uk.

THE ICONIC Oban Inn will open 
its doors tomorrow (Friday 
November 4) for the � rst time 
in eight years.

The newly painted and refur-
bished establishment will be 
open from 11am onwards.

The pub, which was � rst 
opened in 1790, closed in 2008 
after its parent company went 
in to administration.

THE Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) has welcomed six students 
from the Netherlands to the Isle 
of Mull to give them hands-on 
experience of the aquaculture 
industry.

Aged between 18 and 25, 
the students are spending two 
weeks on SSC’s Ulva Ferry site to 
put their learning in to practice. 
Under the guidance of SSC sta� , 
the group has been assisting with 
daily activities, including � sh 
health checks and net washing, 
gaining valuable hands-on expe-
rience.

Craig Anderson, managing 
director at SSC, said: ‘This is 
the � rst time the students have 
been exposed to an operational 
environment. We recognise the 
importance of supporting future 
talent for the industry and show-
casing the diverse opportunities 
available across the sector.’

Milton Keynes presents 
lifeboat to Tobermory
A SCALE replica of a Severn-class 
lifeboat has been presented to 
Tob ermory RNLI station.

The presentation took place on 
Tuesday October 25 when the 
chairman of the Milton Keynes 
RNLI fundraising branch Rod 
Law, along with his wife Marianne 
and granddaughter Daisy, handed 
over the 1:11th scale replica boat to 
Tobermory.

Lifelong supporter and fundraiser 
for the RNLI, Dave Howson creat-
ed this incredibly detailed replica 
lifeboat with meticulous attention 
to detail. The keen of eye, however, 
will notice one slight difference – 

the name of the model is Jessica 
Holly rather than Elizabeth Fairlie 
Ramsay, which is the name of the 
Tobermory vessel. This is due to 
the replica being named after Mr 
Howson’s granddaughter.

Sadly, Mr Howson did not finish 
the replica to the level he desired, 
with his intended engines and 
remote control systems, as he died 
following a period of ill health. 

In keeping with his wishes, he had 
asked that it should go to Tobermory 
alongside the lifeboat it was mod-
elled on.

So Rod, Marianne and Daisy 
embarked on the long trip from 

Milton Keynes up to Tobermory on 
the Isle of Mull to personally hand 
over the replica on behalf of Mr 
Howson. The trip was funded by 
the generosity of D J Soul, manag-
ing director of Souls of Olney. 

The replica will now take pride 
of place at the Tobermory RNLI 
visitor centre. 

A spokesman for Tobermory 
lifeboat station said: ‘We thank the 
family of Dave Howson and the 
Milton Keynes fundraising branch 
for this incredibly generous gift, 
which will take pride of place in 
our visitor centre for many years to 
come.’

Rod Law, his wife Marianne and granddaughter Daisy present the boat to Tobermory station and, below, Dave Howson with the model he made.

Island’s 
young 
chefs are 
hot stuff
THREE teams have now been 
selected to take part in the ‘cook 
off’ final of the 2016 Field to 
Fork competition run by Argyll 
College. 

The judges were impressed 
with the first round menu sub-
missions and have selected two 
teams from Tobermory High 
School and one from Hermit-
age Academy in Helensburgh 
who will now compete for the 
winner’s trophy and £100 prize 
money. 

The teams will prepare their 
 two-course menus for the 
judging panel in the college’s 
professional training kitchen at 
its Oban centre today (Thursday 
November 3).

The competition is being held 
as part of Argyll Enterprise 
Week and has been designed to 
encourage senior school pupils 
to explore the local food and 
hospitality industries.

Alexander McLean and Jo-
seph Mitchell from Tobermory 
High will be cooking Inverlussa 
mussels in a white wine and 
parsley sauce, served with fresh-
ly baked soda bread, followed by 
spaghetti carbonara using Isle of 
Mull bacon and smoked cheese, 
served with Glengorm herb and 
leaf salad.

Also from Tobermory, Torran 
Mealand will be making Mull 
smoked haddock with a parsley 
sauce and Glengorm onion 
mash, followed by individual 
Glengorm carrot cakes topped 
with Isle of Mull crowdie icing.

Hermitage Academy’s Grace 
Lewis, Leah MacPherson, Amy 
Ringham and Cara McQueen 
will be cooking Argyll smoked 
haddock and potato timbales 
followed by ‘Scottish bread pud-
ding gold edition’ with berries 
and cream.

Teams will be judged on their 
creative use of local food and 
their approach to seasonal 
ingredients, as well as the 
quality and presentation of their 
finished dishes.

The guest judge is Shaun 
Squires, head chef at the Manor 
House Hotel in Oban. Shaun 
will be as assisted in judging 
by Argyll College hospitality 
curriculum manager, Darlene 
Russell, professional cookery 
tutor Chris Wolfe and Universi-
ty of the Highlands and Islands 
regional skills group project 
manager Wilma Brown.

Each team member will receive 
an Argyll College apron and 
the winning team will receive a 
trophy and £100 for their school.

Swinney pledges to boost number of Gaelic speakers
‘GAELIC is a good use of pub-
lic funds,’ Scotland’s education 
minister has declared, as he set 
out the Scottish Government’s 
plans to boost the numbers 
speaking the language.

Delivering the Angus Mac leod 
memorial lecture during the 
Mòd in Stornoway, Deputy First 
Minister John Swinney gave his 
first major speech on the Gaelic 
language since assuming minis-
terial responsibility for it after 
the election in May 2016.

Mr Swinney reaffirmed the 

determination of the govern-
ment to continue to strengthen 
the language, and set out an 
agenda on education, broad-
casting, digital and economic 
development to support it.

‘Gaelic belongs in Scotland,’ 
he said. ‘It has been spoken in 
this country for well over 1,000 
years and I believe this places a 
duty and a responsibility on us 
as custodians of this heritage. 
This is not special treatment or 
favouritism or a nationalist plot. 
It is simply the steps that should 

be taken to secure a measure of 
fair treatment for our minority 
language that has been with us 
for a long time.’

The Deputy First Minister 
added: ‘Later this year, Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig will be issuing for 
consultation the next National 
Gaelic Language Plan. I will be 
working closely with the Bòrd 
on this and together we will en-
sure this document contains the 
priorities we need to pursue in 
order to make further progress 
with Gaelic in Scotland.

‘We want to see an increase 
in the numbers speaking, using 
and learning Gaelic. We want 
to see growth in the status and 
appeal of Gaelic. We want to 
encourage and support the use 
of Gaelic across Scotland. We 
will look closely at the steps 
we need to take to strengthen 
Gaelic in communities where 
it is still spoken by a large per-
centage of the population.

‘I know many of you have 
encountered this hostility to 
Gaelic. These views on Gaelic 

are just as groundless and 
unwelcome as they are inac-
curate and misleading. They 
betray a poor understanding 
of our country, its history and 
the respect we should show to 
minority communities. 

‘Gaelic is a language of daily 
use. The support for Gaelic is a 
good use of public funds. Gaelic 
offers a range of benefits to 
Scotland. It is a valuable lan-
guage to learn and it deserves 
the support of people of all po-
litical backgrounds in Scotland.’
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Lorraine shows 
she’s on the ball

Police ask for help 
from witnesses
A 28-YEAR-OLD man was seri-
ously assaulted on Glencruitten 
Road at 5.30am on October 29.

A 36-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator � s-
cal for shoplifting from Boots 
in Oban. The incident took 
place at noon on October 29. 

POLICE are also appealing for 
information regarding an act of 
vandalism in Camus Road, Dun-
beg between 6.45pm on October 
29 and 9.45am on October 30, 
when the windscreen and rear 
window of a blue Vauxhall Corsa 
were smashed. 

OBAN police say they will be 
taking any reports of egg 
throwing very seriously, 
after incidents emerged of 
distressed elderly people who 
had their windows ‘egged’.

ANYONE with any information 
about the incidents above should 
contact Oban police on 101.

A WOMAN from Oban got an 
unexpected surprise last week – 
winning £100 in The Oban Times’s 
Spot the Mòd Ball competition.

Lorraine MacLennan success-
fully found a football, which had 
been removed from the photo-
graph. One of her 20 crosses was 
positioned in the centre of the 
ball.

The shocked mother of two said 
that she never wins anything.

Editor Susan Windram, left, 
hands Lorraine her cheque.

Convenor hits out at councillor
OBAN Community Council’s 
convenor spoke out this week 
following a disagreement with a 
local councillor.

In June, Oban community 
councillors filed a complaint 
against Oban North and Lorn 
councillor Julie McKenzie, 
accusing her of breaching the 
councillors’ code of conduct. 

The complaint was sparked by 
a discussion about young people 
using Stafford Street for skate-
boarding and biking. 

Councillor McKenzie then 
posted on her official Facebook 
page on October 6: ‘The com-
plaint was made by the chair of 
Oban Community Council in ref-
erence to comments made by me 
at a community council meeting 

where I appealed to community 
councillors not to go down the 
route of criminalising the young 
people who use Stafford Street 
for skateboarding etc. 

‘I have not been in attendance at 
any meeting of Oban Community 
Council since this complaint was 
filed as private meetings were 
being conducted by community 
councillors on this subject. I 
understand that these private 
meetings have now stopped.’ 

Councillor McKenzie also 
published, for the sake of trans-
parency, council monitoring of-
ficer Douglas Hendry’s response 
to the complaint. Mr Hendry’s 
letter, containing Marri Malloy’s 
name and address, stated he 
would not pursue the complaint.

He wrote: ‘Councillor McKen-
zie is clear she advocated strongly 
for young people wishing to 

skateboard in the Oban area, 
but did not do so in an improper 
manner. I accept that position.’

The letter was still visible on 
Ms McKenzie’s Facebook page 
when Oban Community Council 
met in the Rockfield Centre on 
Monday October 31 when con-
vener Ms Malloy said: ‘I am sick 
to death of Councillor McKenzie 
putting my name and address 
on her Facebook page accusing 
me of personally reporting her 
to the council. I signed the letter 
of complaint on behalf of Oban 
Community Council (OCC) as 
convener as I was asked by mem-
bers of OCC to write this letter 
on their behalf. The complaint 
was made due to comments 
made on Councillor McKenzie’s 
Facebook page about Oban 
Community Council, which were 
both inaccurate and defamatory. 

‘The ‘ongoing private meetings’ 
which are referred to on her 
Facebook page refers to two 
meetings – both of which were 
held at the end of Oban Com-
munity Council meetings – one 
to ensure the letter I had written 
was what the members wanted, 
the second to read out the reply. 
For the avoidance of doubt, there 
are no ongoing private meetings.

‘I would like to go back to last 
year at a community planning 
meeting when the young people 
gave an excellent presentation 
on what they envisaged for a 
skatepark. There were four or 
five community councillors 
attending and we spoke to some 
of the young people and said we 
would support them, but they 
didn’t come to us for support. 

‘Now I would ask the coun-
cillors why, when a committee 

was being set up, OCC was not 
invited to attend? 

‘It seems Councillor McKen-
zie’s Facebook page is being used 
to inform the community that 
this community council is against 
young people building a skate 
park, causing ill feeling among 
people reading this page.

‘This is totally untrue: we asked 
at a community council meeting 
if a committee was being set up 
and that we would like to be a 
part of it. 

‘I would have thought Argyll 
and Bute councillors should have 
enough work to attend to, instead 
of maligning someone who works 
for the community as a volunteer.’

Councillor McKenzie res-
ponded: ‘I am eager to engage 
positively with anyone who wants 
to help the young folk move their 
skatepark project forward. At the 

end of the day, it’s about helping 
them create a self-contained 
space where they can practice 
their hobby safely.

‘It’s early days with this and I 
see my role as helping the young 
members of the group to drive 
this forward. We’re working to 
get the group constituted, then 
we’ll see if we can develop their 
ideas further and help them 
access funding.

‘That’s what I am focused on, 
rather than wasting time on 
pointless spats which achieve 
nothing and take attention away 
from the issue at hand – helping 
the youth of the town. 

‘I’ll continue using my social 
media channels as tools for com-
munity engagement and to keep 
my constituents informed about 
anything which is in the public 
interest.’

Hearing will decide 
fate of Connel house
COUNCILLORS are holding a 
public hearing in Connel Village 
Hall this morning (Thursday No-
vember 3) to decide how to solve 
a planning mistake by officers, 
which left a house being built too 
close to a pensioner’s home.

Ann Colthart’s 28sqm exten-
sion, built 14 years ago, wasn’t 
included in the plans and has 
resulted in a two-storey semi-de-
tached house on St Oran’s 
Place being built nine metres 
away from her property, when 
guidelines state it must be at least 
18 metres away.

The septuagenarian, who 
has lived there for 32 years, 
contacted planning officers in 
May, and work was halted to 
seek a solution. Argyll and Bute 
Council admitted falling short 
of its own standards, apologised 
for the situation and distress, and 
said it was seeking a remedy.

A planning application, sub-
mitted by MacLeod Construc-
tion Ltd on July 22, proposed 
‘alterations to rear fenestration, 
installation of new fenestration 
on gable elevation and erection 
of wall and hedging on NE 
boundary’. 

Last month the Planning, Pro-
tective Services and Licensing 
Committee agreed to hold a site 
visit followed by a pre-determi-
nation hearing today in Connel 
Village Hall at 11.30am today, 
when a decision will be made. 

The meeting’s minutes record 
two mistakes were made: ‘Firstly, 
the site and location plans sub-
mitted by the applicant used out 
of date Ordnance Survey data 
and did not depict a sun room 
constructed on the side elevation 
of the neighbouring proper-
ty. Secondly, a site inspection was 
not undertaken by officers.’

PEOPLE in Oban queued for more than 
an hour to give blood last week at the 
Corran Halls.

The Scottish National Blood Transfu-
sion Service was in town on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to allow Obanites to donate.

There seemed to be a lot more interest in 
donating this time around, thanks to one 
Oban mum.

Jemma Campbell gave birth to baby 
Ashton in January. He was born 14 weeks 
prematurely and had to undergo eight 
lifesaving blood transfusions.

Ashton spent the first months of his life 
in the newborn intensive care unit (NICU) 
at the Princess Royal Maternity Hospital 
in Glasgow.

Jemma posted a heartfelt plea on social 
media, which attracted hundreds of shares, 
reaching more than 11,000 people. She 
explained how important blood donations 
were to her family. 

She said: ‘I am thankful – thankful for all 
these people who have walked into giving 
blood centres all over our country.

‘They might have never walked into an 
NICU. They might not know how critical 
their gift was to Ashton.

‘In NICU, Ashton had 
eight blood transfu-
sions and each of them 
was to save his life.

‘They might not 
know that the pint of 
blood they gave saves 
premature babies’ lives, 
but I know, my family know and my friends 
know.

‘I will be thankful for all these people 
who have taken that hour to give blood for 
the rest of my life.

‘If you know someone who 
has given blood, let them 
know how critical their blood 
is in an NICU. It’s not just a 
slogan – it really is the gift of 
life.

‘A rare blood is the blood 
you go to get off the shelf that 

isn’t there.
‘So if you have felt you wanted to help us 

out in some way since our little boy came 
into the world, lend an arm. Could I please 
all ask you to give blood?’

Oban residents � ock to give blood after mum’s plea
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Winter festival 
will be a cracker 
WE AT The Oban Times were 
approached recently by Pamela 
Lockhart, one of the organisers 
of the Oban Winter Festival, to 
ask if we could help to promote 
the events being planned.

We are, of course, more than 
happy to help spread the word 
about the many activities in the 
offing, and did so last week with 
a page lead story announcing 
many of the highlights of the 
festival, and again this week 
with an account of its first cloot-
ie dumpling competition, right.

The festival is in its sixth year 
and has quickly become one of 
the highlights of the calendar 
in Argyll – and rightly so.

The small team of people 
who work hard throughout the 
year to make sure the festival 
happens are dedicated to the 
task and deserve the gratitude 
of the town and surrounding 
communities.

The programme they have 
put together for this year will 
be a cracker. Of that, I have no 
doubt.

Full details will be published 
in The Oban Times in the com-
ing weeks but anyone wishing 
to find out more can do so 
online at www.obanwinterfes-
tival.com.

Keep the dates of November 
18 to 27 clear in your diary to 
ensure you make the most of 
this excellent festival.

Waste collection 
arouses passions
WASTE collection services 
arouse more passions than 
almost any other subject, as 
has been evidenced in recent 
months after Argyll and Bute 
Council announced it was 
moving to three-weekly bin 
uplifts.

Then last week, the council 
experienced problems with its 
bin lorries, which resulted in 
many people not have their bins 
emptied at the expected time.

It also prompted comments 
on The Oban Times Facebook 
page after we published the 
story on our digital platforms.

One such comment struck 
a chord with me. Rita Hargey 
made a hugely valid point when 

she lamented the failure to 
empty the bins in Glencruitten 
Court.

Rita pointed out that there 
are many disabled people in 
that area of Oban and they ex-
perience additional problems 
because of the difficulty in 
negotiating their way around 
the bins in their wheelchairs.

Well said, Rita.
On a footnote, while people 

in Argyll and Bute are under-
standably concerned about the 
changes to waste collections, 
spare a thought for residents of 
neighbouring Stirling Council 
area. They have also had 
changes to waste collections 
this year and now must manage 
a system that involves four 
wheelie bins and one recycling 
box, with different uplift days 
and scheduling for each of the 
different bins and box.

You need a colour-coded 
spreadsheet on the kitchen wall 
to remember which bin to put 
out in which week and what 
day – never mind finding space 
for all those bins.

Drop in to our new 
Fort William o�  ce
THE Oban Times and the 
Lochaber News merged at 
the end of September in a 
deal that ensures strong local 
journalism will continue in 
the Lochaber area.

We have put a huge effort in 
to improve our coverage in the 
area – of news, people, sport 
and the issues causing concern 
in our communities. That has 
meant a significant increase in 
the number of pages dedicated 
to Lochaber in our northern 
edition.

And it has also included mov-
ing our office in Fort William 
back onto the High Street. If 
you have a story to tell us or 
concerns about any local issues, 
drop into the office where our 
team of Monica Gibson, Ellie 
Forbes and Katie Carabine will 
be delighted to talk to you.

Get in touch
WHAT do you think? Let me 
know by writing to me at  The 
Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Oban, PA34 4 HB, or by email 
to mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Some of the winter festival organising team.

Wayne and Koda with the volunteers who helped tidy the beach. 
15_tlitterpickup01

One man and his dog lead 
clean up of Oban beaches 
A MAN who is walking the 
coast of Britain picking up litter 
as he goes visited Oban earlier 
this week and organised a litter 
pick-up at the town’s beaches.

Wayne Dixon, 44, from Black-
burn in Lanacshire, set off from 
his home on February 1 to fulfil 
his 20-year dream to walk the 
coastline around the UK.

So far he has walked 1,200 
miles, raising around £4,000 for 
charities in the process.

Wayne, who walks and camps 
with his Northern Inuit dog, 
Koda, has 6,000 miles to go and 
anticipates that it may take them 
four years.

He organises a litter pick-up 
event in every town, village or 
city that he stops in and Wayne 
was joined by a few Oban volun-
teers last week who helped clean 
the town’s beaches on George 
Street and the Esplanade. 

Wayne and Koda sometimes re-
ceive free accommodation from 

businesses and kind-hearted 
individuals as they go, and Oban 
was no exception.

During their time in the town, 
they were invited to stay in the 
homes of residents via social 
media and received a free night’s 
stay in the Lancaster Hotel. 

Wayne was also invited to give 
environmental talks at both 
Dunbeg and Achaleven primary 

schools. The 44-year-old, who 
suffers from depression, has 
been a hillwalker all his life, 
ever since his dad encouraged 
him to take up the activity. 

‘My dad passed away four 
years ago,’ he said. ‘I am doing 
this for him. He left me a house, 
which I am renting out, so that’s 
my budget. 

‘I finally have a chance to do 

it; you only live once. It’s a good 
platform to raise awareness 
about things I am passionate 
about.

‘We have to start taking more 
pride. People have to get rid of 
the attitude of “I pay my taxes; 
I’m keeping someone in a job”. 
They need to be more proactive 
[in looking after the environ-
ment].

‘At the end of the day, it’s us 
who live here. It seems like it’s 
someone else’s responsibility, 
especially a place like Oban that 
relies on tourists.

‘Five years ago, I lived on a 
farm and I would walk to the 
shop and see litter. 

‘I got really annoyed to the 
point that I was thinking about 
putting up my own signs.

‘But then the penny dropped 
and I thought, “Every night I 
will pick up litter on my way to 
the shop,” and when I did the 
anger stopped and I felt a feel- 
good factor.’

Kay McDonald, town ambas-
sador, said: ‘I think what Wayne 

is doing is amazing. I wish more 
people took that responsibility. 
In fact, I wish everyone took res-
ponsibility for their own litter.

‘But the world is not like that, 
so to have people like Wayne to 
pick up the shortfall is amazing. 

‘When we do litter pick-ups in 
Oban, it’s the same people every 
week. We have a strong core 
group. 

‘There are lots of people who 
do it in a quiet way. There’s a 
gentleman in Oban who brings 
a bag when he goes out with his 
dog. 

‘Sometimes it seems over-
whelming, but people are going 
about it.

‘I think during the summer the 
litter does get bad, but during 
the winter it’s not. But our pop-
ulation doubles in the summer.

‘And it seems to be chip 
boxes, takeaway containers and 
cigarette ends – it’s disgusting 
the stuff that comes off them 
and goes into the water. I think 
people are thoughtless rather 
than deliberately bad.’

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Remedial plan of 
action agreed for 
Oban playparks

Oban gets set for 
annual � reworks 
extravaganza

A SHORT-TERM and long-term 
plan for Oban Community Play 
Park were agreed last Thursday.

All three areas have been 
closed to the public due to safety 
concerns, but the play park com-
mittee hopes they will reopen on 
Saturday November 5. 

A short-term � x will be carried 
out in the big park to deal with 
the trip hazards from where the 
� ooring has split. Fresh bark will 
be placed in the under-� ves park 
to cover the material that was 
starting to show.

In the long term, Argyll and 
Bute Council will bring in a drain-
age expert to assess the adjacent 
� eld and tennis courts. 

Wicksteed, the company that  
laid the � ooring, will � nd a long-
term � x as soon as the weather 
permits, which is unlikely to 
happen until spring. 

OBAN’S � reworks display will 
take place this Saturday (Nov-
ember 5) at the North Pier. 

The event will start at 7.30pm, 
however people are advised to 
be there for 7.15pm.

A charity stalls market which 
will be held at Oban’s Station 
Square from 4pm onwards will 
enhance the display this year.

Louis Barrow is designing a 12ft abstract stainless steel sculpture 
of McCaig’s Tower, with the help of Oban and Lorn children.

Fantastic range of 
events for festival 
CLOOTIE dumplings, Vic-
torian dress, science treasure 
hunts, the Three Wee Crows and 
a castle light show are just a few 
of the highlights at this year’s 
Oban Winter Festival, which 
starts in a fortnight.

The 10-day festival programme 
celebrating Oban’s unique cul-
ture and community begins with 
Santa’s parade and Christmas 
lights switch-on on Saturday 
November 19, when organisers 
will unveil a 12ft steel abstract 
sculpture inspired by McCaig’s 
Tower to mark this Year of Inno-
vation, Architecture and Design. 

Saturday also sees the Oban 
Winter Festival Victorian 
market at the Rockfield Centre 
from 11am to 4.30pm, sporting 
‘a magic mixture’ of 15 Victorian 
costumes fashioned by Marie 
Rowan and Gail Brack of Mary’s 
Meals in Oban. 

‘It is up-cycling at its best – 
nothing gets wasted,’ said shop 
manager Marie, adding that 
making Victorian costumes has 
become ‘a wee tradition for us. It 
is lovely to get involved. It looks 
like a panto in my house. We are 
all bonkers.’

That Saturday the final-year 
students on the Marine Science 
Degree at the Scottish Associa-
tion for Marine Science (SAMS 

UHI) also present scientific 
projects through games, quizzes, 
treasure hunts and stories during 
a festive-themed open day in 
the Ocean Explorer Centre at 
Dunstaffnage.

Visitors can get crafty by 
making their own ocean-
inspired Christmas decorations 
and gifts, as the marine science 
students provide entertainment 
through their project displays: 
it’s a fun way of exploring serious 
marine issues such as ocean 
acidification, marine plastics 
and seaweed.

A food and craft market follows 
in the Corran Halls on Sunday 
November 20 from 11am to 4pm, 
when the cham pion of the winter 
festival’s first clootie dumpling 
competition will be crowned. 
Please hand your wrapped 
dumpling on a paper plate into 
the Corran Halls at 10.30am for 
the judging to start at 11am.

The Three Wee Crows Theatre 
Company feature twice in this 
year’s winter festival, firstly 
on that Sunday evening in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
when they will perform their 
acclaimed production of Home 
Fires, Broken Sons. 

Supported by Argyll and Bute 
Council for their First World War 
commemorative programme, 
this tells of life in the towns and 
villages of the west of Scotland 
while the menfolk were fighting 

in the ‘muddy, bloody’ trenches. 
Tickets are available at the door, 
or pre-book on 01866 833 455.

Then on Saturday November 
26, the Three Wee Crows will 
join Rockfield Centre’s Heritage 
Tours re-enacting tales of life in 
Oban in the 19th century. Book-
ing is essential and can be done 
through Ticketsource.

The story of Dunollie Castle 
will be shone onto its walls 
in a light show on Tuesday 
November 22 at 7.30pm. The 
‘flamboyant’ evening of light 
displays, storytelling and music, 
called ‘Telling the Castle Story’, 
celebrates the completion the 
£257,000 conservation work to 
the south-east and south-west 
walls. The light show, which 
will be projected onto the outer 
walls of the 15th-century tower, 
has been created by a group of 
local young people aged 13 to 19 
who have been working towards 
earning a National Arts Award 
through Dunollie Museum, 

Castle and Grounds.
The young people, mentored 

by the festival committee’s Louis 
Barrow, have researched ancient 
objects from the castle and have 
created the light show based 
on their own interpretations of 
the history through a variety of 
sound recordings, illustrations 
and film. It will be accompanied 
by stories of castle chiefs and 
piping tunes inspired by the 
MacDougall Clan of Dunollie, 
as well as a complimentary pie 
and Scotch broth taster included 
in the £12 ticket price, available 
from Dunollie reception booth 
during opening hours. 

As this will be an outdoor event 
it is advised all guests attending 
wrap up warmly, and the path 
to the castle is fairly steep and 
therefore relative fitness is 
required.

For more information about 
the festival and all the events, 
visit obanwinterfestival.com/
events/

NAEH-7a
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E V E N T I D E  H O M E
A S S O C I AT I O N  LT D

61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org



Thursday 3 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS
OT

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

Oban charity needs 
public to vote for it

Success for annual 
CalMac conference

Toxin levels rise 
in Loch Striven

RNLI crew goes to 
aid of � shing boat

AN OBAN organisation is in the 
running to receive a grant of up 
to £35,000 this December.

Hope 2 Oban is one of 11 organ-
isations in Scotland that has been 
shortlisted for the Royal Bank of 
Scotland’s skills and opportuni-
ties funding.

More than 800 non-pro� t 
organisations have applied and it 
is now up to the public to deter-
mine where the money goes by 
voting for their favourites.

Voting closes tomorrow (Friday 
November 4). To � nd out more 
or to vote, visit www.skillsandop-
portunitiesfund.rbs.com.

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
environmental health team, 
working with Food Standards 
Scotland, is issuing a warning 
on raised levels of shell� sh 
toxins in Loch Striven.

These are naturally occurring 
toxins which accumulate in 
shell� sh such as mussels, 
oysters and cockles. When the 
toxins breach statutory limits, 
harvesting is not allowed.

MORE than 100 people attended 
the third annual CalMac travel 
and tourism conference this year.

The event, which was held in 
Glasgow, included guest speak-
ers such as adventurer Mark 
Beaumont, journalist and author 
Muriel Gray, and restaurateur 
Shirley Spear.

The conference helps CalMac’s 
remote tourism-related business-
es network with industry leaders.

Topics discussed included the 
need for good communication 
as an essential key to a successful 
team, and the fast and furious 
changes taking place within so-
cial media in a business context.

A 19-YEAR-OLD rugby player from Dunbeg 
has been selected to volunteer in Africa for five 
months, writes David McPhee.

Lewis McFarlane was chosen from a pool of 
applicants that spanned the world. During his 
time abroad, Lewis will work with the rugby 
charity Bhubesi Pride Foundation to help ap-
proximately 3,000 children and members of 
staff develop both their rugby and life skills.

However, the former Dunbeg Primary and 
Oban High School pupil needs to raise thou-
sands of pounds to fund his trip. 

He has set up a Just Giving page and has 
organised a number of fundraising events, in-
cluding a quiz night at Oban Lorne Rugby Club 
tomorrow, Friday November 4, from 7.30pm. 
He also plans to cycle 60 miles around Loch 
Awe the following day in order to raise money 
and awareness of the charity. 

Lewis, who has played for Oban Lorne rugby 
club since he was 13, has already racked up 
hundreds of hours of voluntary work. 

In a letter, Lewis wrote: ‘When I was 14 years 
old I approached Atlantis Leisure in Oban to 
see if I could undertake voluntary work there. 
They agreed and I carried out over 200 hours’ 
work: coaching, mentoring and motivating 
young people in various sports.’

Because of this, Lewis was selected to carry 
the baton at the Queen’s Baton Relay for the 
2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

In 2015, the teenager started a modern ap-
prenticeship (MA) with Scottish Rugby. During 
the 12-month placement, he regularly attended 
weekend training courses in Edinburgh and 
spent his time during the week visiting and 
coaching at various schools in and around 
Oban.

Lewis continued: ‘I would coach young people 
on how to play rugby, understand sportsmanship 
and rules. I also volunteered my time outside 
the MA on week nights and weekends to help 
train players who were interested in rugby.

‘I am currently saving hard, carrying out 
sponsored events and asking local companies 
to help support me in this venture. All monies 
raised will help to cover the various costs 
involved. My time in Africa will be non-profit 
and is voluntary. I intend to leave for Kenya in 
February 2017.’

Lewis’s mum, Deirdre MacFarlane, said: ‘I’m 
so excited and so proud. I’m just dead chuffed 
that he is managing to do this – not that I won’t 
get upset when he leaves and will be concerned 
when he is away. But that is what it’s all about 
– finding his feet and getting some experience.’

Lewis alongside the former Scotland rugby captain Chris Paterson.

Dunbeg teenager to spend 
months helping in Africa

A UNIQUE speed networking 
event will be taking place in 
Oban next Friday – similar 
to speed dating, but for your 
business.

This is a great opportunity 
for businessmen and women in 
Argyll to network with other 
professionals in a relaxed, 
friendly and fun environment.

Facilitated by The Oban Times, 
each entrepreneur will have 60 

seconds to deliver their ‘elevator 
pitch’, so you need to make sure 
every second counts. 

Each business will be repre-
sented by two people and once 
you have given your pitch, one 
representative will then move 
round the tables while the other 
remains seated.

Each person will have the 
chance to speak to at least one 
representative from every com-

pany during the event. The fan-
tastic opportunity takes place in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
from 1.30pm to 5pm.

If you would like to book a 
table, contact Nicky Murphy 
at The Oban Times on 01631 
568000 or email nmurphy@
obantimes.co.uk. 

You can also register online, 
v i sit w w w.obant imes.co.uk /
speednetworking.

Networking event will boost business

PM will raise 
case of Connel 
prisoner Billy
PRIME Minister Theresa May’s 
visit to India this month could 
bring ‘fresh hope’ to families 
campaigning to free Connel man 
Billy Irving, one of the ‘Chennai 
Six’ imprisoned in India. 

In 2013, the MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio’s 35-strong crew, 
which was protecting commer-
cial ships from Somali pirates 
off the African coast, were 
arrested for straying into Indian 
waters with allegedly unlicensed 
weapons. Last January a judge 
sentenced all to five years’ in jail, 
despite their pleas of innocence. 

In October, an Indian court 
was due to rule whether Billy 
and five fellow British ex-sol-
diers would be released on bail 
from Puzhal Prison in Chennai 
to appeal their convictions. 

But Billy’s fiancée, Yvonne 
MacHugh, posted on her 
change.org petition: ‘Wednesday 
October 19 should have been the 
date we finally got our men out 
of prison on bail. It should have 
been the date that the appeal 
would begin and we could look 
forward to getting our men 
home for good and when we 
could finally start to think about 
rebuilding our lives. 

‘But that would all be too 
straightforward and easy for 
a case that over the past three 
years has engulfed our lives. 
Throughout the case we have 
had the carrot dangled to within 
our grasp, only to have someone 
swoop in and take it back.

‘Prime Minister Theresa May 
travels to India in November 
and has vowed to raise our case 
during her visit. I truly hope 
she keeps her word, and believe 
she will. Mrs May has the op-
portunity to right a wrong and 
ensure the Indian government 
understands fully that it is im-
prisoning innocent men. I feel 
this visit is of huge importance 
and can bring home fresh hope 
for both the men and their 
families. This time, however, we 
need more than words. Words 
have fallen on deaf ears time 
and time again. We need action 
and we need them home.’

UK minister for Asia Alok 
Sharma met MPs of the men’s 
families on October 19. 

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara said: ‘Last week I at-
tended my sixth meeting at the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office to press them once 
again to do much, much more 
to secure Billy’s release. I had 
hoped that with the new Foreign 

Office Minister Alok Sharma in 
place there would be something 
positive to report. Unfortu-
nately, and very frustratingly, 
there was absolutely nothing 
new and although the minister 
appeared keen to engage with 
the Indian authorities, Billy and 
his shipmates appear no nearer 
a release.

‘My frustration is nothing 
compared to that of Billy and his 
fiancée Yvonne, who, time and 
again, have been led to believe 
a breakthrough was imminent 
only to be cruelly let down. With 
Christmas fast approaching, I 
and Kirsten Oswald MP, will be 
speaking to Yvonne to see what 
more we can do to keep Billy’s 
story in the public consciousness 
in order to keep the pressure 
on the UK government to do 
everything they can to secure 
Billy’s freedom.’

Yvonne thanked Mr O’Hara 
for ‘continuing to fight this 
never-ending battle’. She said: 
‘We want answers. There have 
been far too many questions 
left unanswered throughout 
the past three years. Why are 
they still there three years on? 
They’ve proven their innocence. 
They’ve been acquitted and 
every person involved can see 
that our men are innocent.’

THE Oban RNLI lifeboat was 
called to assist a � shing vessel 
to the north-west of Luing on 
Monday.

Oban’s Mora Edith MacDon-
ald launched at 2.52pm to 
assist the boat. The vessel was 
reported to be in di�  culty 
in the Sound of Luing to the 
north-west of the Grey Dogs. 

While Oban lifeboat was en 
route to the location, another 
local vessel managed to take 
the � shing boat under tow and 
head north through Fladda 
towards Cullipool on Luing.  

Oban lifeboat met the two 
vessels and stood by while the 
stricken boat was towed into 
the harbour and tied up safely 
on a mooring. 

 THE audiology team at Lorn and 
Islands District General Hospital 
in Oban has been shortlisted for 
the Top Team Award in the Scot-
tish Health Awards 2016. 

The team has been thoroughly 
praised throughout the UK for 
the unique practices and services 
it provides to children and adults. 

Although the audiology team 
only came together in 2000 and 

consists of just two audiologists 
and two assistants, it covers an 
area larger than the coastline of 
France and has already secured 
its status as one of the best in the 
UK. 

There are 16 award categories in 
total and the winners will be an-
nounced at an awards ceremony 
today, Thursday November 3, in 
Edinburgh.  

HAVING already acquired a certain air of 
antiquity and a considerable reputation as 
one of the top attractions in Argyll and Bute, 
St Conan’s Kirk has made it onto Scotland’s 
top 10 buildings from the past 100 years. The 
winner will be announced at the Festival of 
Architecture finale on November 18.

Led by the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland, the Festival of 
Architecture 2016 is an engaging, inclusive 
and Scotland-wide celebration, highlight-
ing the richness and breadth of Scotland’s 
architecture and the world quality of its 
built landscape. 

The festival is a key part of Scotland’s 
Year of Innovation, Architecture and 
Design. 

For the kirk to be placed among the top 
10 buildings is an impressive achievement 

as the Scotstyle selection process was 
extremely competitive, with more than 400 
nominations received from the public. 

Nestled on the banks of the stunning Loch 
Awe, St Conan’s Kirk has been providing 
the local community and visitors with a 
most enchanting experience, steeped in a 
family’s history, displaying unconventional 
approaches to design, and magical and 
almost unbelievable stories that surprise and 
delight those of every age. 

Neither conventional, nor slavishly 
representative of any particular style of 
architecture, it is perhaps larger and more 
elaborate than the actual needs of the 
congregation.  

‘We are absolutely thrilled that St Conan’s 
Kirk has been selected as one of Scotland’s 
top 10 buildings in this high profile festival 

and its position achieved through public 
voting is testament to the positive architec-
tural impact it has to so many people,’ said 
Rosie Campbell-Preston, chairwoman of 
the Friends of St Conan’s Kirk.

The friends are an organisation established 
in 2014 with the aim of supporting the pres-
ervation of the heritage the Kirk, providing a 
focal point for the local community, develop-
ing a centre for the arts and education, and 
helping to raise funds to maintain the fabric 
of the kirk and its grounds.

The top 10 selection was decided by pub-
lic vote and now the public has been tasked 
with selecting the winner. For further 
information on how to vote for St Conan’s 
please visit www.foa2016.com/scotstyle or 
to find out more about St Conan’s Kirk, go 
to www.stconanskirk.org.uk.

ALL three of Scottish Water’s options to 
replace its failing £11 million sewage plant 
on Seil have been rejected by the island’s 
stakeholder group.

In June, Scottish Water (SW) unveiled 
two alternatives to its controversial plan to 
fix the leaking Clachan Seil Waste Water 
Works at a public information event in Seil 
Island Community Hall.

Scottish Water’s costly membrane plant, 
unable to separate run-off from heavy rain, 
has been overflowing untreated human 
waste into Balvicar Bay.

Its £1.8 million solution was to pump sew-
age from Clachan over a hill into a septic 
tank at Seaview Terrace near Ellenabeich 
and then out into a Marine Conservation 
Area (MCA), which some islanders 
deemed ‘cheap’, ‘nasty, and ‘inept’.

Scottish Water acknowledged the leak-
ing plant between Balvicar and Clachan 
had led to a breakdown in trust with the 
community, but it hoped to rebuild it 
by constructing a stakeholder group of 
representatives, listening to feedback, and 
being transparent with the evidence when 
deciding between options.

Scottish Water’s first two options, dis-
played at June’s public event, gave Seaview 
Terrace a standalone septic tank, and 
proposed replacing Clachan’s small plant 

with either a larger 135m by 50m plant, 
including above ground SAF and final set-
tlement tanks, or a greener but even larger 
200m by 40m reed bed plant. 

Both options required septic tanks and 
a final UV treatment before waste water 
would then be discharged into the sea.

The third option remained as before – to 
pump sewage from Clachan over a hill into 
a septic tank at Seaview Terrace and then 
out into the MCA. Scottish Water stated 
all the options were subject to planning 
consent, land availability, environmental 
consents, technical considerations and 
cost.

The stakeholder group – chaired by Mi-
chael Russell MSP, composed of Scottish 
Water, SEPA, an independent expert yet 
to be appointed and local councillors and 
community council representatives – then 
held a closed meeting at Seil Hall on Au-
gust 16. There the local group ‘informed 
Scottish Water that none of the three 
options currently being considered by 
them was acceptable to the community 
and further proposals were needed’, the 
minutes record.

Concerns were raised over the size of the 
first two options, as well as their impact on 
residents and the visual landscape, and any 
discharge into Easdale Bay, given the pre-
vailing wind and wash. One resident noted 
reed beds smell close up: ‘No-one wants to 
live next to it.’

Alternatives were proposed, based on 
fixing the existing Balvicar sewage plant or 
placing a reed bed on an alternative site, 
and a septic tank at Seaview Terrace.

Robert Stewart, Scottish Water’s general 
manager of wastewater service strategy, 
stressed all options, or variants of options, 
should be kept on the table for a fair and 
balanced evaluation of the evidence by an 
independent expert.

‘Following the agreement not to use the 
services of the independent expert pro-
posed by Scottish Water, the local stake-
holders were asked to redraft the brief and 
provide names of potential candidates,’ the 
minutes record.

The community representatives circulat-
ed CVs of two possible water specialists 
and, in an amended brief, expect the 
independent expert to ‘develop recommen-
dations into a new option – making the 
existing system operate as it was designed 
to do within the existing footprint’.

Mr Russell restated the community found 
none of Scottish Water’s three options ac-
ceptable, and further proposals were need-
ed. He added, the minutes continue, ‘that 
given past experience, the community de-
served more than the bare minimum. The 
CEO had stated at the first meeting that 
cost would not be the determining factor. 
SW should pursue a high quality solution 
that does not pollute the environment and 
is not in an inappropriate location.’

Islanders reject proposals 
for waste treatment plant
SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Kirk is in nation’s top 10 buildings

Lorn and Islands Hospital 
team nominated for award

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

There are still enormous benefits for everyone with solar energy. Lower bill’s, feed in 
tariff, free electricity combined with solar panels cost at an all-time low it’s a great time 
to invest.
To find out what benefits and savings you can gain call us today.  We’ll give you honest 
free advice on the best way forward for you and absolutely no pushy sales pitch.

                         Call us today and  
                              start saving tomorrow.

Solar energy is still a  
GREAT INVESTMENT  
for homeowners and businesses
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COULD YOU
BE MOVING
FASTER
ONLINE?
Fibre broadband is hare in the 
Highlands and Islands

Check and Order
www.hie.co.uk/fibrefast #Hector

Morvern at the Mòd
FOR CENTURIES Morvern has been well-known for 
its Gaelic bards and fine singers.  

It was good, therefore, to find so many people from 
the parish qualifying for this year’s Royal National 
Mòd and carrying home prizes. Heartiest congratu-
lations go to: Hector MacKechnie, Hamish Kennedy, 
Layla MacIntyre, Tilly and Verity Lawrence; Rachel 
Bolton; the Lochaline children of Mull Mod Club and 
Morvern’s Burach Choir. 

Hector MacKechnie from Savary, who won this 
year’s highly coveted An Comunn Gàidhealach’s Gold 
Medal, is a descendent of Donald MacKechnie (1836-
1908), a well-known Jura bard and singer. Donald was 
part of a distinguished circle of Celtic scholars which 
included Professor Donald Mackinnon, first holder 
of the Chair of Celtic, the University of Edinburgh; 
Alexander Carmichael, folklorist, antiquarian and ed-
itor of Carmina Gadelica and Dr Alexander Nicolson 
from Skye who was a Gaelic scholar, sheriff-substitute 
of Kirkcudbright and Greenock, and a pioneer of 
mountain climbing in Scotland. 

Donald MacKechnie, or ‘Domhnall MacEacharn’ as 
he was known on his native isle, was a frequent prize 
winner at Mòds at the turn of the 20th century. He 
composed An Sruthan, Am Bothan Beag and Bean a’ 
Chotain Ruaidh but only a few pieces of them are re-
membered. One of his best is Am Fiadh – The Deer. He 
also translated parts of the Rubaiyat – a selection of 
poems originally written in ancient Persian. Hector’s 
many friends in Morvern hope it won’t be long before 
he produces a CD. 

The Morvern contingent were fortunate in having 
Riona Whyte and her son Alasdair from Salen, Mull, 
as tutors. Both are National Mòd gold medallists 
(Stornoway 2001) and (Dunoon 2006). The shining 
accolades don’t stop there. Riona’s mother, Creina 
Jackson (nee MacGregor), took gold for her solo 
singing at the Strontian and Oban Provincial Mòds in 
1951. Now and again, Creina can still be cajoled into 
participating in local ceilidhs or leading the songs of 
praise at Kiel Church. Riona’s late father, Alastair 
Jackson, and his family came from Glen Cannel on 
Mull and Ledgrianach, Appin, before moving to 
Morvern where Alistair took Fiunary Farm next door 
to the manse – home of the most famous family of 
ministers in Scotland.  

A FEW weeks ago, in celebration of National Poetry 
Day, I gave a selection of some of my favourite local 
and national verse. 

Judging by the volume of emails I received they were 
obviously popular. Here are a few more:

The Human Race
I wish I loved the human race; I wish I loved its silly 

face;  I wish I liked the way it walks; I wish I liked the 
way it talks; and when I’m introduced to one, I wish I 
thought what jolly fun. (Sir Walter Alexander Raleigh 
1861-1922).

Northward Bound (on the deerstalker’s express)
Does your heart still beat with the old excitement 

as you wait where the Scotch expresses are? Does it 
answer still to the old indictment of a fond delight in 
the sleeping-car, as it did when the rush through the 
autumn night meant The Gate of Desire ajar? Oh! the 
years, the years, they be rusty and mothy; Oh! the flesh 
it is weak, that once was strong; but the brown burn 
under the stone falls frothy and the music it makes is a 
siren song; then the pony’ll take you as far as the bothy, 
and that’ll help you along. (Alfred Cochrane, English 
cricketer, no date).

The Distiller’s Grace
Oh Gentle Jesus so divine, who turneth water into 

wine; please forgive us mortal men, who merely turn it 
back again. (Anon)

An t’eilean Muileach - The Isle of Mull
But gone are now all these joys forever, like bubbles 

bursting on yonder river. (Dugald Macphail 1819-
1887).

The Burn
You keep me company, hospitable stream, caressing 

the moorland shoulder, or flickering from boulder to 
boulder, gambling goat-footed out of half-light into 
gleam: you keep me company, humming a tune like 
pan-pipes heard in a dream, and how many centuries 
older? I keep you company sing the pipes of dream: 
what matter if blood run colder, if man like a leaf must 
moulder? Spirit of love will abide, and sadness only 
seem. I keep you company, lover immortal, love ever 
young as a stream, and how many centuries older? 
(Written at Ardtornish, Sept 1930, Anon).

Ben Dorain
How finely swept the noble deer across the morning 

hill, while fearlessly played the fawn and doe beside 
the running rill; I heard the black and red grouse 
crow and the belling of the deer. I think those are the 
sweetest sounds that man at dawn may hear. (Duncan 
Ban MacIntyre, 1724-1812; translated from the Gaelic 
by Robert Buchanan).

A welcome to Strontian
On Highland knoll by fairy footsteps prest, 

Strontian’s portal greets the welcome guest. (Words 
above the doorway of Horsey Hall Hotel, Strontian, 
destroyed by fire in 1999. Anon).

The Start (of a hill walk)
Then he said, “In yonder forest there’s a little silver 

stream and whosoever drinks of it his youth shall never 
die”. (Alfred Noyes 1880-1958).

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Horsley Hall Hotel, Strontian.

OBAN Sea Cadets gathered 
in Taynuilt earlier this 
month to commemorate the 
Battle of Trafalgar.

The cadets met on Friday 
October 21 and constructed 

THE KILCHRENAN Inn 
has reopened after an ex-
tensive refurbishment with 
Lesley and Jordan Foster 
keen to welcome local 
residents and visitors to the 
restaurant and bar.  

Lesley has years of 
front-of-house experience 
in various establisments, 
including Loch Lomond 
Golf Club, Rockfish Res-
taurant in Bristol and Café 
Nice in Sydney. Latterly she 
was restaurant manager in 
Bernardie’s in London.  

Jordan is a qualified chef 
who has worked in some 
top restaurants around 
the world, including The 
Seahorse in Dartmouth, 
Rockpool Bar and Grill in 
Sydney, Eichhardts Private 
Hotel in Queenstown, 
Hereford Road Restaurant 
in London and St John 
Restaurant in London. 

He has also won pres-
tigious awards including 
the UK Seafood Champi-
onships Regional Winner 
2008.

A COMMIS chef at Oban’s 
Isle of Eriska Restaurant 
has been short-listed in the 
finals of the Young Chef of 
the Year 2016 award. 

Fraser Cooper from 
Glencoe, who started at 
Eriska in June 2014 aged 
16, has completed a stage at 
Scotland’s only two Miche-
lin star restaurant, Andrew 
Fairlie at Gleneagles, and 
will undertake another 
at Raymond Blanc’s two 
Michelin star restaurant, at 
the Belmond Le Manoir aux 

INVERARAY Castle welcomed its 100,000th visitor 
for the 2016 season, before it even finished on October 
31.

The Duke of Argyll and his family, along with the rest 
of the castle staff, welcomed John and Anne Butterworth 
from Bolton as the 100,000th visitor through the door. 

The Duke expressed his delight at the huge rise in vis-
itor numbers, which is a massive increase on last year’s 
numbers. ‘Not only is this excellent news for the castle 
and the rest of Inveraray,’ he said, ‘it is also indicative of 
how popular Argyll has become as a holiday destination 
for both overseas and domestic visitors.’

CHAIRMAN Niall Iain MacLean welcomed a near 
capacity crowd to the first meeting of the season of 
Inveraray and District Accordion and Fiddle Club in the 
Inveraray Inn on October 12.

Supporting players were Fyne Folk with Sally Hall, 
Jake MacKay and Alex John MacLeod on fiddles and 
Agnes Liddell on keyboard. Also giving a tune were 
Colin Sutcliffe on melodeon, Charlie Soane on fiddle, 
newcomer to Inveraray Alison Diamond, also on fiddle, 
accompanied by Jimmy MacDonald on keyboard, Pat 
Slattery on fiddle, Jake MacKay and Agnes Liddell on 
‘moothie’ and keyboard, playing some of the tracks from 
Jake’s recently released CD One Man and his Moothie. 

Guest artistes were the Nicky McMichan Trio with 
Nicky on lead accordion, Martainn Skene on second box 
and Wullie Scott on drums. They entertained with a fine 
variety of sets, with pipe marches their most popular 
choice, which was well suited to the West Coast, with 
Nicky and Martainn swapping first and second box from 
time to time. 

A vote of thanks was given to all the players for getting 
the club off to such a good start.

DANCERS from Benbec-
ula’s Lorna Laird School 
of Irish Dancing enjoyed 
success at a recent national 
competition. 

Nine dancers from 
the Uists and Benbecu-
la competed in the World 
Irish Dancing Associa-
tion British Nationals in 
Corby on October 22 and 
23. 

Competing against more 
than 400 dancers from all 
over the UK and Ireland, 
the dancers returned to the 
islands with 85 medals and 
every single dancer quali-
fied for next year’s World 
Championships in Killar-
ney, Ireland. 

The nine dancers are: 
Amelia Morrison, 8, from 
Iochdar; seven-year-olds 
Beth and Elise Morrison, 
and Olivia Peplinska, 
8, from Benbecula; Carly 

THE OCTOBER meeting of the Kilmore branch of 
the Scottish Women’s Institute was held on Wednesday 
October 12 when president Anne Ferguson welcomed 20 
members for a corners evening. 

Margaret Whitton took the cross stitch corner, Ann 
Sorley showed members how to draw and colour trees 
in pastel and Jennifer Shaw showed members linotype 
printing. Tea was served and competition winners 
announced as follows: Christmas card, any craft – 1 
Maimie Nicholson; 2 Fiona Dickie.

TAYNUILT Scottish Women’s Institute president Jessie 
Servant welcomed eight members to the first meeting of 
the new season in Taynuilt Village hall on Wednesday 
October 12. 

Speaker for the evening was Taynuilt branch member 
Alice Campbell, who demonstrated the best use of a fat 
quarter of material (used for quilting). 

A successful evening was had by all and each member 
handmade their own Christmas cards.

Competition winners were: three cheese scones – 1 
Tracey Sage; 2 Ann Sutherland; 3 Jessie MacFarlane. 
Decorated box – 1 Ann Sutherland. Hostess for the 
evening was Tracey Sage.

Taynuilt

Kilmore

TWO ARGYLL food companies, Gigha 
Halibut and Alba Smokehouse, met the 
Princess Royal recently when she opened 
Scotland’s Boat Show 2016 at Kip Marina 
on Friday.

The Gigha Halibut team of Amanda 
Anderson, marketing, Jamie Stewart, fish 
farmer, and Finlay Anderson, a pupil at 
Strachur Primary School, were running 
the award-winning company’s stall in the 
Clyde Life food and drink pavilion.

Amanda and Jamie work at Gigha 
Halibut’s hatchery at Otter Ferry; from 
there the fish are transferred to the farm 
at Gigha where they are farmed for three 
years.

HRH had to cancel a visit to Gigha Hal-

ibut earlier in the year when she suffered 
a brief period of ill health.

Karen MacDonald of Alba Smokehouse, 
Kilmore was also exhibiting in the Clyde 
Life food and drink pavilion, where the 
Princess Royal also chatted to her; staff 
from the smokehouse travel throughout 
Scotland to shows and farmers markets.

‘The princess made a point of visiting all 
the local food companies with stalls in the 
pavilion,’ said Karen.

Clyde Life food and drink pavilion also 
featured demonstrations by top Scottish 
chef Nick Nairn and ran alongside the 
company’s lifestyle pavilion featuring 
craftsmen and women and artists from 
across Scotland. 

The Princess Royal chats to Amanda, Jamie and Finlay at the Gigha Halibut 
stand. Photgraph: Joanne Simms/Clyde Life.

The Duke of Argyll, Archie, Rory and the sta�  of 
Inveraray Castle welcome John and Anne Butterworth 
from Bolton as the 100,000th visitors to the castle for 

the 2016 season.

Inveraray

Quat’Saisons, Oxfordshire.
Judges will mark Fraser 

and the other 15 finalists on 
the production of a three-
course menu for two people. 

They will be marked 
on presentation, working 
methods, professional 
techniques, culinary skills, 
hygiene and food quality.

The awards will be held at 
Bonnet Kitchen, University 
College Birmingham, on 
Monday  November 7, fol-
lowed by dinner and prize 
giving.

Glencoe

Mackay, 10, and Orfhlaith 
MacPhearson, 15, from Ben-
becula; Kayreen MacLeod, 
16, of North Uist; Laurita 
Ivanova, 16, and Mhairiann 

MacInnes, 18, both from 
Benbecula.

‘For a small school that 
doesn’t have the same 
opportunities to compete 

regularly in competi-
tion, the children did fan-
tastically well representing 
the islands at a national 
level,’ said Lorna. 

The dancing school hopes 
to secure sponsorship to 
enable them to travel to Kil-
larney for the World Cham-
pionships in April 2017. 

Lorna and the danc-
ers would like to thank 
Stòras Uibhist for their 
help with funding, Tagsa 
Uibhist for helping with 
the transport and the local 
community for their con-
tinued support at various 
fundraisers throughout the 
year. 

Lorna is extremely proud 
of her dancers and looks 
forward to the challenges 
ahead and the preparation 
needed for the run up to 
the World Championships 
next year.

LORN Organic Growers 
would like to hear from new 
or experienced gardeners 
who would be interested in  
growing vegetables in the 
covered growing space at 
the Barguillean polytun-
nels, near Taynuilt.

Anyone interested should 
contact lornorganicgrow-
ers@gmail.com.

Benbecula’s dancing stars shine

Three junior Oban Sea Cadets commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar. t45taynuilt01

a wooden cross and dis-
played the national flags.

The battle took place on 
October 21, 1805 between 
the British Royal Navy 
and the combined fleets of 

France and Spain. During 
the battle, Britain, which 
had 27 ships, lost zero, 
compared with France and 
Spain, who lost a total of 22 
out of 33.

Cadets remember battle

Young chef on shortlist

Barguillean

Kilchrenan

The new look Kilchrenan 
Inn.

Royal date for food fi rms

The successful dancers.
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Exhibition is a triumph 
of community spirit
A SLATE Islands exhibition enti-
tled, 200 years of island community: 
people, history, change and renewal,  
on the isles of Seil, Easdale and 
Luing, impressed visitors with its 
wealth of research at Seil Hall in 
Ellenabeich over the weekend of 
October 22-23.

The exhibition, organised by the 
Scottish Slate Islands Heritage 
Trust, based in the Ellenabeich 
Museum, brought together ‘a blitz 

of research’ gathered by 10 autono-
mous teams, comprising at least 25 
local volunteers.

The trust’s chairman, Michael 
Shaw, told The Oban Times before 
the event: ‘People came into the 
museum with research but we did 
not have room in our tiny museum, 
so we decided to have an exhibition. 

‘The whole project has attracted so 
much attention in the community. It 
has pulled everyone together. 

‘I hope it is going to last as a real 
legacy, and I hope we will have more 
people interested in our history and 

create a coherent plan for saving it.’
The researchers’ table displays, 

which filled the hall, included a 
survey of the slate industry buildings 
on Easdale, a history of the gardens 
at An Cala and a presentation by 
Luing History Group. 

Isobelle Smith of Balvicar exhibit-
ed stories of her island family – from 
her great-grandfather William, 
an engineer in the slate quarries, 
through her grandfather Angus, 
who kept the shop in Balvicar, and 
her uncle Billie, who ran the island’s 
bus company, transporting people, 

newspapers, bacon and even live 
calves tied up to their necks in bags.

Speaking at the exhibition, Ms 
Smith said: ‘It has been very suc-
cessful. It has stimulated the interest 
that I hoped it would. 

‘We are going to do this again 
because so many people are coming 
with memories. 

‘It is important these things get 
recorded because it is the social 
history of the island.’

If you missed the exhibition, The 
Oban Times can reveal some of the 
highlights below.

ARCHITECT Helen Glennie from 
Seil researched each life and story 
behind all the names inscribed on the 
Slate Islands’ war memorial, which 
commemorates local soldiers who died 
from Kilbrandon Parish during the 
First and Second World Wars. 

‘This has taken me two years,’ Helen 
said. ‘I did not think it would take me 
this long. Thirty-nine men lost their 
lives in the First World War: 20 per cent 
of the eligible young men. In a small 
community, 39 is an awful lot. Most of 
the men who died in the Somme have 
no known graves. They went over the 
top and were mown down and killed, 
blown to bits. I numbered them all one 
to 39 and put in all the information I 
could find. I’ve just been researching 
as much as I can online.’ 

After further extensive research in 
regimental and Oban Times archives, 
she added: ‘I’ve gone as far as I can. 
Now I need other people to help me.’

As Helen talked, a direct descendant 
of one person named on the memorial, 
Edward MacInnes, approached.

‘This is what we hoped would happen 
– people coming in and filling in the 
blanks,’ explained Ron Hetherington, 
who conceived the exhibition’s show-
piece: a full-size model of the Seil war 
memorial and, below it, a scale trench 
from the Somme.

Recalling his first meetings with Mr 
Shaw, chairman of the Scottish Slate 
Islands Heritage Trust, Ron said: ‘We 
knew Helen’s research on the war 
memorial should be the centrepiece. 

I said, “Why don’t we build a war 
memorial? Let’s recreate a First World 
War trench”. I got photographs of the 
trenches from the Somme and I just 
sketched it out and gave it to Alan.’ 

Three island men – Alan Coutts, 
George Houston and Bill Clark – set to 
work constructing the model, complete 
with hessian sandbags stuffed with 
polystyrene, silver spray-painted card-
board as corrugated iron, littered with 
spent shells, bully beef tins, cigarette 
playing cards and a fluffy toy rat.

‘My imagination ran riot, but I am 

pleased with the results,’ Ron said. 
‘Nobody refused us anything. It turned 
out exactly as I saw it in my mind’s eye.’ 

Following the exhibition, the trench 
model went on tour to the primary 
school and will be in Kilbrandon 
Church for Armistice Day on Friday 
November 11, during the 100th anniver-
sary year of the Battle of the Somme.
Organisers hope the model will then 
go on display in Oban’s War and Peace 
Museum. Helen is also writing a book 
compiling the stories of all 39 soldiers 
listed on Seil’s war memorial.

Labour of love as Helen honours 
39 men who died in world wars 

Mapping out the good times 
and bad in islands’ history

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

The Slate Islands 
exhibition, 
created by 
local volunteers, 
looking at 200 
years of island 
community: 
people, history, 
change and 
renewal on the 
islands, proved 
to be extremely 
popular.
15_T45_Seil exhibition 

intro_02_Seil Hall

Ron Hetherington and Helen Glennie at the war memorial exhibit which Helen 
spent two yeas compiling. 15_T45 Seil exhibition War Memorial_02

George MacKenzie. 15_T45_ 

Seil exhibition maps_02

Volunteers 
defend Seil 
against fear 
of French
TWO artillery companies, 
called the Easdale Volunteers, 
guarded Seil’s western shores 
for 50 years against the threat of 
French invasion, wrote Lt Col 
Tim Sinclair, a former gunner, of 
Clachan Seil.

In 1859, Britain feared it 
faced naval attack from France’s 
Emperor Napoleon III and 
within two years 161,000 had 
signed up for a volunteer corps, 
including 12 artillery companies 
in Argyll and two on Easdale: 
1st Corps the Argyll Artillery 
Volunteers, which formed on 
March 7, 1860. 

Under the command of 
Captain Angus Whyte, the 
slate quarry manager, the two 
companies drilled their artillery 
skills on four huge 32-pounder 
guns, firing cannon balls from 
Easdale’s shores 1,200m out into 
the Atlantic.  

The men of the slate quarries, 
immaculate in their blue artillery 
uniforms, then took charge of 
more powerful 64-pounder guns 
in 1891 – the barrels weighed 
three tonnes alone, heavier than 
a Range Rover – and they fired 
heavier, spinning shells twice as 
far. So skilled were the Easdale 
gunners, they won the King’s 
Cup in a contest organised by 
the Scottish National Artillery 
Association in 1905.

Lt Col Sinclair documented 
the story of one day’s artillery 
training in 1899, when the 
manager of the slate quarries, 
Major Matthew Wilson, gauged 
the range and accuracy of 
shots fired from the guns at a 
tiny floating target, a wooden 
barrel anchored in the Atlantic 
swell, bobbing 2,000m away. 
As deafening explosions pealed 
across the island, it took the 29kg 
shells just six seconds to splash 
into the sea 2km away.

Forty-eight years later, the 
Easdale gunners stood down, 
and in 1908 the volunteer force 
gave way to the Territorial Force 
– today’s Territorial Army. 

‘Gunnery was a skill the 
islanders trained hard to master,’ 
wrote Lt Col Sinclair. ‘For the 
48 years of its existence, the 
volunteer artillery never had 
to fire its guns in anger. The 
threatened invasion never took 
place. But if the Easdale gunners 
had ever been called upon to 
defend these islands from attack, 
they would have been ready.’

The exhibition featured a 
life-size model of the 64-pounder 
guns – but, while most of the 
originals were swept away by 
storms or sold for scrap, one 
iron-wheeled, oak and teak gun 
carriage and gun barrel, fired by 
this great, great-grandad’s army, 
still survives on Easdale today.

ONE exhibit displayed maps 
of Seil from circa 1600 to 
2015, researched by George 
MacKenzie of Clachan Seil, 
the retired Keeper of the 
Records of Scotland and 
Registrar General of Scot-
land.

‘These maps show how 
much change there has been 
over 400 years,’ said Mr 
MacKenzie. 

He hoped the series would 
‘show what we know about 
the community and how it 
has evolved, and encourage 
the community to see what 
documents and memories 
they have’.

The first map of Lorne and 
bordering islands was drawn 
around 1600 by Scottish 
cartographer Timothy Pont, 
and was published in his New 
Atlas by the great Amster-
dam mapmaker Joan Blaeu 
in 1654. It depicts ‘Luing 
and Seil in roughly the cor-
rect positions, though their 
distance from the mainland 
and from Kerrera are not 

accurate,’ Mr MacKenzie 
explained.

No slate quarries are 
evident on the Pont map, 
but by the time of George 
Langlands’ plan of Seil and 
Luing in 1787, the parish of 
2,000 people was producing 
millions of slates every year.

The map also shows the 
‘intended’ bridge over the 
Atlantic between Seil and 
Kilninver, which was not 
completed until 1791. The 
Langlands map also shows 
Ellenabeich, ‘the island of 

birch trees’, as a separate 
island.

One map depicting a slate 
industry in good heart was 
the Ordnance Survey’s six-
inch map of Seil in 1875. 

Mr MacKenzie explains: 
‘This is the first edition of 
the Ordnance Survey, which 
began in the south-east of 
England in the early 19th 
century but did not reach 
Argyll and Bute for several 
decades. This is our last map 
showing the big quarries 
of Easdale in action. The 
Easdale quarries are quite 
clearly seen as enormous, 
with ever-spreading aprons 
of spoil and more sophisti-
cated tramways.’ 

When the 1956 Loch Awe 
OS one-inch map arrived in 
1956, the parish’s estimated 
population sat at just 550.

Mr MacKenzie wrote: ‘The 
years from 1875 to the sur-
veying of this map had seen 
the arrival of motor cars, 
electricity and two world 
wars. The great industry of 

the Slate Islands had all but 
disappeared and the popu-
lation had dropped by about 
70 per cent.

‘None of this can really be 
read from the map. Perhaps 
the salient discovery in com-
paring the maps from 1600 
to 1956 is precisely that the 
passage of 356 years wrought 
very little change.

‘Despite the imposition of 
an enormous slate industry, 
the vast increase in popula-
tion and the building of two 
entirely new villages, the 
impact on most of Seil island 
was relatively small.

‘The compact, planned vil-
lages at Easdale and Balvic-
ar, together with the flooded 
quarries and the banks of 
slate waste, are evidence of it 
all, but most of the island re-
mains the rural, agricultural 
landscape and community it 
had been in 1787, though less 
wooded than it had been in 
1600. Were more dramatic 
and irreversible changes still 
to come?’

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315
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The new 
2017 range 

from top 
German 
Kitchen 

manufacturer 
Häcker

It’s time for the 
kitchen you’ve 
always 
wanted
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Days gone by – Oban � re station

Glasgow Letter

Social media

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

NEWS that the hospital in Oban is 
to be able to give pregnant women 
ultrasound scans once three new 
posts are � lled next year sparked a 
lot of comment.
Yvonne MacLean posted: ‘About time! 
It’s scandalous that appropriate servic-
es for pregnant women is not available 
at the moment in Oban.’
Julia Race agreed: ‘How can you have 
a maternity unit without an ultrasound 

scanner, that’s disgraceful, it’s not the 
1950s.’
Sophie Maccoll asked: ‘What hap-
pened to the ones the used to have? 
there still quali� ed ultrasound sta�  up 
there is there not?’
Katrina Morrison questioned: ‘About 
time ... Wot happened to the one they 
had tho.’
Rita Hargey added: ‘What about the CT 
Scan? It’s a costly piece of equipment...

with no experienced professional that 
knows how it work it... it just collects 
dust while we have to travel back & 
forth to the city... its a disgrace!’
Jacqueline Douglas wrote: ‘Now 
that’s good news for Oban.’
Marie Archer said: ‘Not before time!’
Susan Summers queried: ‘Why did 
they take away the one they had?’
Susan Jean posted: ‘You mean they 
don’t have one! Help!’

Gaelic road signs 
should be scrapped
Sir,
On a recent trip up to the West Coast, 
we came upon a van on the A82, south 
of Crianlarich, which had lost a front 
wheel, in a rather large pothole in the 
road, and had come to a halt nose 
down in the verge. 

The driver was unhurt and was wait-
ing beside the road for the recovery 
company. Later in the afternoon, on 
the A85, we hit a similar sized pothole 
which dislodged pipes under our 
campervan, spraying a tank full of 
diesel all over the road, and bringing 
us to a halt near Benderloch. 

We also had a wait by the roadside 
for the recovery man and, unable to 
reach our caravan site that night, had 
to slowly make our way back to North 
Ledaig Caravan Park. 

During our week’s holiday, we 
did a bit of driving around between 
Crianlarich, Oban, Fort William and 
so on, and could not help noticing the 
dual language road signs. We could 
not help noticing the signs because 
they were not very helpful and made 
navigation more difficult when you 
are strangers to the area. 

We assume that Gaelic-speaking 
locals do not even look at the signs 
as they already know their way about 
the county. These new signs must have 
cost an awful lot of money – money 
that could have been better spent 
filling in potholes, flattening bumps, 
straightening out the excessive 
number of bends and erecting crash 
barriers at danger spots.

As we mentioned, our campervan 
ground to a halt outside the village of 
Benderloch on the A828. A resident 
of the village was walking by and 
asked if we were okay, had a recovery 
company and if we had a signal for our 
mobile phones. We thanked him for 
his concern and he went on his way. 

Fifteen minutes later he returned in 
his car with warning triangles, which 
he put out on the road. He then made 
sure that we had food and water. 
Parking his car off the road, he said 
he would stay until the recovery van 
arrived as he didn’t like to think of us 
being stuck there on our own. 

Unfortunately, we did not get his 
name but, through your newspaper, 
we would like to send him our thanks. 
In a world where most people are only 
too glad to pass by on the other side, 
it was wonderful to meet a true good 
Samaritan. 

Our thanks go to him, the recovery 
man from Stag Garage, the staff at 
North Ledaig Caravan Park and the 
staff at the Bunree Caravan Club Site. 

John and Jackie Paddison,
White Craig, Drummore.

A crude boundary 
numbers game
Sir, 
The proposal from the Boundary 
Commission to reduce Scotland’s rep-
resentation at Westminster from 59 
to 53 is profoundly anti-democratic, 
particularly at a time when member-
ship of the unelected and unaccount-

able House of Lords is expanding year 
on year.

By reducing the number of High-
lands and Islands seats from five to 
four, it’s almost certain that there 
will be more members of the House 
of Lords resident in the Highlands 
and Islands than there will be elected 
MPs. 

The least we should expect is that 
while we remain part of the United 
Kingdom, Scotland’s voice continues 
to be heard and Scotland’s rural and 
island communities continue to be 
properly represented at Westminster. 

The Boundary Commission propos-
als are based on a desire to equalise 
constituencies on the basis of popula-
tion. 

It’s a crude numbers game in which 
lines have been drawn on a map 
until they get as close to the figure of 
80,000 electors they want. In so doing, 
however, the commission has taken no 
cognisance whatsoever of the history, 
geography or the topography of the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 

If this proposal goes through, ex-
cluding the Western Isles, there will 
be just three Members of Parliament 
to represent every single person living 
between the Mull of Kintyre and John 
O’Groats. 

How can the Boundary Commission 
expect just three MPs adequately 
to serve the needs of people in such 
widespread and diverse communities 
and provide them with the level of 
service they would receive if they lived 
in Glasgow or Edinburgh? 

The proposed new constituency of 
Argyll, Bute and Lochaber will stretch 
from Campbeltown to Mallaig. It will 
cover 10,000 square kilometres and 
will take in two local authority areas 
– all of Argyll and Bute and part of 
Highland Council. According to the 
AA, to travel from one end of this 
new constituency to the other by car 
could take almost seven hours – just 
slightly less than it would take to fly 
from Glasgow to New York. 

These proposal are based on 
numbers, not need. They take no 
account of our geography, our unique 
circumstances or the needs of our 
communities. 

They are definitely not in the best 
interests of the people of Argyll and 
Bute or the people of Lochaber and I 
urge everyone to make their opinion 
known during the consultation pe-
riod and hope fully, together we can 
maintain the Highlands and Islands 
representations at Westminster.

Brendan O’Hara,
MP for Argyll and Bute.
 

Cannabis cannot be 
prescribed safely
Sir,
On October 15, 2016, the SNP con-
ference backed a motion to decrim-
inalise cannabis for medical usage. 
An impassioned speech was made 
for progressive social justice which 
sought help for those in chronic pain. 
The only questioning delegate was 
jeered.

Savitex is the medicinal cannabis 
which has already been made avail-
able in Scotland for people with 

multiple sclerosis. It was sanctioned 
by the Scottish Medicines Consorti-
um despite the lack of a convincing 
evidence. 

The SNP policy to decriminalise 
cannabis for medical use in chronic 
pain would be difficult to implement. 
Surveys report 20 per cent of the 
Scottish population are in some form 
of chronic pain. Would the NHS have 
to grant licences to those judged to be 
in chronic pain?

Encouraging the smoking of decrim-
inalised cannabis plants would have 
considerable impacts on patients, 
even if the drug itself was purchased 
at the patient’s expense. Cannabis 
smoking has a powerful adverse 
effect on the lungs and causes chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease even 
more aggressive than tobacco.  

Large quantities would have to be 
smoked to alleviate the physical pain. 
The ‘free’ drug to the NHS would 
actually cost about £60 a month per 
patient in inhalers for the lungs dam-
aged by smoking cannabis. 

The SNP is always keen to learn 
from the Nordic experience in policy 
development for a healthy Scotland. 
The evidence base for the harmful 
effects of cannabis comes from a 
study of Swedish Army recruits which 
showed correlation between cannabis 
usage and later psychosis.

Cannabis-induced psychosis is very 
serious for the individuals affected for 
life and their families. Decriminalis-
ing cannabis for medical use would 
risk a massive increase in cannabis 
psychosis. 

Tobacco-based cigarettes have 
required taxes for social control. 
Organised crime has now moved into 
the supply of tax-free cigarettes as a 
response to addiction. 

If untaxed medicinal cannabis be-
came freely available, would current 
tobacco smokers switch to cheaper 
cannabis?

Future spend on NHS drugs in an 
independent Scotland would have 
to anticipate a requirement for long-
term anti-psychotics and inhalers. 

I am sure those who voted for the 
decriminalisation of cannabis for 
medical usage in SNP policy did so 
to empathise with Scottish citizens 
in chronic pain. However, the conse-
quences to the nation’s health would 
be considerable. 

Cannabis can be addictive and 
causes psychosis. It causes chronic 
lung disease in most people. There 
is no medical evidence base that it is 
an effective drug for treating chronic 
pain.

Cannabis impairs driving more sig-
nificantly than many painkillers. We 
have just managed to crack down on 
drink driving. This policy risks going 
back decades in road safety with a 
medical excuse.

NHS Scotland policies seek to 
encourage self-care and patient 
autonomy in all chronic diseases, 
including pain. However, the SNP 
policy to decriminalise cannabis for 
medical usage would only encourage 
more dependency among Scottish 
citizens and stop the development of 
personal empowerment in dealing 
with chronic pain.

Dr James Douglas, 
Seafi eld Gardens, Fort William.

Happy Hallowe’en
There are always a few scary sights 
out and about in Glasgow on a typi-
cal weekend, but last weekend was 
particularly bonkers as the streets 
were filled with people in fancy dress 
costumes for Hallowe’en. 

The ‘teuchter triangle’ (that famous 
section of the West End between the 
Park Bar, the Islay Inn and the Snaf-
fle Bit) is a scary place at the best of 
times. 

More Highlanders have been known 
to go missing for days in there than 
have ever been lost within the Bermu-
da Triangle. 

This weekend, the triangle saw its 
fair share of interesting costumes. 

Dùn Mòr, for example, dressed up 
as vampires for their gig in the Park 
Bar on Sunday night which was quite 
a surreal sight.

In my opinion, however, no costume 
this year came anywhere close to 
beating last year’s sterling effort from 
Trail West’s Seonaidh MacIntyre 
from South Uist. 

Seonaidh ingeniously played upon 
his striking resemblance to Father 
Dougal from hit television series 
Father Ted. You can look at the picture 
and argue among yourselves which 
one is Father Dougal and which one 
is Seonaidh.

The gatherings begin
The Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
annual gathering takes place this 
weekend – details are included below 
in the What’s on section. 

Singers at the concert on Friday are 

Mairi MacLennan, Catriona Mac-
Neil, Murdo Wasp MacDonald and 
Calum Alex MacMillan. 

Charles MacLeod is the accordi-
onist and Marisa MacDonald is the 
chairperson. 

Admission is £10 and children can 
get in for free. 

After the huge success of the 
first Eriskay annual gathering last 
weekend, at which a sold-out GUU 
danced to the music of Eriskay Lilt, 
the associations are looking ahead to 
a busy month of  gatherings starting 
with the Lewis and Harris, continuing 
with the Jura gathering concert, then 
the Tiree annual gathering later on in 
the month, and the Coll gathering at 
the end. 

What’s on
Thursday November 3: Glasgow 

Lewis and Harris Association 
annual dinner, Pond Hotel, 7.15pm 
for 7.30pm.
Friday November 4: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association annual 
gathering concert, Glasgow Univer-
sity Union, 7.30pm. 
Friday November 4: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association annual 
dance, Glasgow University Union, 
10.30pm-2am. 
Thursday November 17: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering concert 
in the Partick Burgh Hall.
Friday November 18: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering dance 
in Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday November 19: Gunna 
Sound in the Park Bar afternoon and 
evening.
Saturday November 19: Tide Lines 
in the Art School, Glasgow, with 
support, at 7pm. 
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.

Pub scene 
Park Bar.
Friday November 4: Nicky Mc-
Michan.
Saturday November 5: Dùn Mòr. 
Sunday November 6: Dùn Mòr. 
Islay Inn. 
Friday November 4: The Keelies.
Saturday November 5: Crooked 
Reel. 
Wednesday November 9: quiz night. 

CHAIDH na h-uiread de dh’amasan 
an coileanadh aig cèilidh ann an 
Taigh-Òsta West End anns a’ Ghear-
astan Disathairne seo chaidh. 

Bha an seòmar-cuirme làn le còrr air 
ceud gu leth ag èisteachd ri taghadh 
de shàr sheinneadairean Gàidhlig, 
agus a’ dannsa ri ceòl den ìre as fheàrr 
cuideachd. 

Dha Joyce agus Seumas Camshron 
bha an tachartas seo na dhleastanas 
a gheall iad dha Teàrlach MacColla 
nach maireann, fear a rinn uimhir thar 
iomadh bliadhna gus airgead-taice 
a thogail dha caochladh iomairtean 
eadar leasachadh na Gàidhlig agus 
carthannais slàinte. 

Bha Teàrlach airson taic a thoirt 
dha Ospadal Erskine ach gu mì-fhor-
tanach thug tinneas bhuainn e mun 
deach aige air sin a dhèanamh.

Mar sin b’ e a’ chiad amas aig a’ 
chèilidh, agus mar chuimhneachan 
air Teàrlach, airgead a thogail dha 
Ospadal Erskine a th’ air a bhith 
a’ toirt aire agus cobhair fad ceud 
bliadhna a-nise dha fir agus mnathan 
a bhuineadh dha seirbheisean dìon na 
Rìoghachd. 

Tha mìle neach fo aire an ospadail 
gach bliadhna an-dràsta agus cha 

bheag an dùbhlan a th’ aig an ionad 
an £8.8 millean sa bhliadhna a tha an 
t-seirbheis sin a’ cosg aig an àm seo, a 
chruinneachadh.

Bha batal uamhasach an Somme 
a’ dol nuair a chaidh an t-ospadal 
a stèidheachadh ann an 1916 agus 
tha iomadh mìle euslainteach air 
frithealadh agus furtachd fhaotainn 
bhuaipe bhon uairsin.

Gus ciad amas na cèilidh a choilean-
adh chaidh taghadh de shàr sheinne-
adairean is luchd-ciùil fhiathachadh 
gus luchd-èisteachd a thàladh. 

Bha mòran de na seinneadairean 
sin air a bhith nan dlùth luchd-taice 
dha Teàrlach nuair a bha e fhèin cho 
dìcheallach a’ ruith chèilidhean agus 
a’ togail airgead. Bha ùidh shònraichte 
aig Teàrlach cuideachd ann a bhith 
a’ brosnachadh òigridh an lùib ciùil 
Gàidhlig agus bha e air leth iomchaidh, 
agus cuideachd na mhisneachadh mòr 
a bhith a’ cluinntinn òigridh a bha cho 
comasach a’ gabhail pàirt.

Chaidh tiogaidean na cèilidh uile an 
reic goirid an dèidh dhan cheann-la-
tha a bhith air fhoillseachadh, a’ 
dearbhadh an dà chuid an rùn a bh’ 
aig uimhir a dhaoine cuimhneachadh  
air Teàrlach, agus  cuideachd an 

cuid aithne air ìre a’ chiùil a bhiodh 
romhpa. 

Cha robh briseadh dùil aig duine 
aca agus cha chuala mi riamh uimhir 
a’ moladh tachartas mar ‘a’ chèilidh a 
b’ fheàrr’ air an robh iad riamh.

Fìor mholadh air an robh an 
taigh-òsta, an luchd-ciùil, agus an 
luchd-èisteachd uile airidh.

Bha amas aig Joyce dà mhìle not a 
thogail dha Erskine, agus aig crìoch 
na cèilidh bha faisg air dà mhìle 
gu leth cruinn is beagan fhathast ri 
thighinn. Bhiodh Teàrlach moiteil 
da-rìribh!

OVER many years the late Charlie 
MacColl raised thousands of pounds 
for Gaelic causes and other charities. 

And before his untimely passing he 
was planning a fundraising event for 
Erskine Hospital.

His close friends Joyce Mathers and 
Jimmy Cameron honoured Charlie’s 
memory by organising an outstand-
ingly successful ceilidh in Fort Wil-
liam last Saturday, raising more than 
£2.500 for Erskine. Congratulations!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A report to Argyll and Bute Council’s Policy and 
Resources Committee makes for grim reading 
this week, having been updated to show that 

the funding gap in the council’s budget is now expected 
to be ‘between £18.2 million and £39.9 million, with a 
gap of between £4 million and £13.1 million in 2017-18’.

The council will not know what money it is to receive 
from the Scottish Government until December, but re-
gardless of what the final sum is, it will mean some very 
hard choices for the council, which is caught between a 

rock and a hard  place. This is why it is important that 
Argyll residents contact their local councillor to have 
their say on services and how and where cutbacks could 
be made.

Last night Oban councillors held a surgery in the 
Corran Halls to meet concerned constituents. It is im-
portant that we all engage with the council – they work 
for us but we can’t complain about decisions they make 
if we don’t talk to them about issues and services that 
are important to us so they can make informed choices.

Several local charities bene� ted from an open day held at Oban � re station in March 1993. Senior divisional o�  cer 
David Kennedy, centre, presented cheques to, ARMS, the Handicapped Association, Oban Day Centre, Guides, and 

Soroba Youth Centre. Other cheques went to the Romanian Fire� ghters Trust and the Fire Service Benevolent Fund.

Uncanny! There have been some 
great costumes but none to beat 

Seonaidh MacIntyre who dressed as 
Father Dougal from Father Ted.
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‘LEVELS of disappointment on 
transport-related issues are at 
an unacceptable high.’

That was the message delivered 
to transport minister Humza 
Yousaf during a visit to Fort 
William this week – a message 
he said he heard ‘loud and clear’.

The minister attended a meet-
ing of Lochaber Business Forum 
on Monday afternoon to discuss 
transport problems which have 
plagued Fort William and Loch-
aber in 2016.

Hosted by Ferguson Transport 
at its depot in Corpach, the 
meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives from Shiel buses, 
BSW Timber, Mallaig harbour 
authority, A82 partnership and 
Fort William councillor Brian 
Murphy.

Chaired by the Chamber of 
Commerce, the question and 
answer meeting focused on 
all aspects of transport and 
infrastructure. In his opening 
address to the forum, Mr Yousaf 
promised to deliver a ‘safe, sus-

tainable and efficient transport 
infrastructure for Scotland’.

During what was described as 
a ‘very constructive dialogue’, 
the transport minister discussed 
gridlocked traffic in Fort Wil-
liam town centre, Network Rail 
hold-ups on commercial opera-
tions, the disruptive impact  of 
the transfer of the MV Coruisk 
from the Mallaig to Armadale 
route and A82 extension or Caol 
link road proposals.

Responding to concerns of 
under-delivery by the Scottish 
Government, raised by the 
Loch aber business community, 
Mr Yousaf said he was com-
mitted to speaking to Highland 
Council leader Margaret 
David son to offer support for an 
appraisal of the Caol link road 
to be carried out.

The transport minister said he 
would support spending on the 
A82 should the next spending 
review decide on capital stimu-
lation, claiming a share of this 
will be earmarked for the A82. 

Fort William councillor and 
chairman of the A82 partner-
ship Brian Murphy told The 

Oban Times that the meeting was 
‘reasonably encouraging, but not 
overly. We will just have to wait 
and see the outcome. I have no 
reason to be pessimistic about 
what was promised and it all 
sounded fairly positive.’

With regard to the Mallaig 
to Armadale ferry service, Mr 
Yousaf agreed to look into a 
proper solution to service the 
route. He also announced the 
freight fares review, which aims 
to deliver a ‘simple and transpar-
ent’ fare structure, would report 
soon.

Lesley Benfield, chief exec-
utive of Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce, said: ‘It is clear 
the message is getting through. 
Levels of disappointment on 
transport-related issues are 
at an unacceptable high. The 
Chamber of Commerce will con-
tinue to lobby for improvement 
and to hold those responsible for 
delivery to account. We are very 
grateful to Mr Humza Yousaf 
for attending the business forum 
and for his keen determination 
to work in the best interests of 
Lochaber.’

WORK on a £16 million joint 
school campus continues.

Pupils at Caol Primary 
School and St Columba’s 
RC Primary School, Fort 
William, moved into their 
joint campus in Caol before 
the October holidays. Work 
to demolish the former Caol 
Primary School building 
to make way for a new car 
park and drop-o�  point is 
ongoing. The expected com-
pletion date is early 2017.

NOMINATIONS are being 
sought for Fort William, Nigg 
and Shandwick and Sta�  n 
community councils.

Anyone wanting to stand 
must be on the current elector-
al register for the community 
council area or, if aged 16 or 17 
years, have completed a voter 
registration application.

Nomination forms can 
be downloaded from the 
Highland Council website.
The deadline for receiving 
nominations for all the com-
munity councils is 4pm on 
Tuesday November 15 and 
elections will take place on 
Thursday December 15.

School campus 
work continues 

Appeal for new 
council members 

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

There was a feast of Hallowe’en fun across Lochaber last week as pupils, parents and sta�  got 
into the spirit of the occasion. Among those dressing up for their special disco were Andzelina, 

Miley and Caitlin, primary three pupils at Lundavra Primary School. See page two for more 
Hallow’een photographs. 

Forum presses 
case for better 
transport links 

Hallowe’en fun and smiles

THE FORT William Coastguard team was called 
into action on Monday night (October 31) in the 
search for a vulnerable elderly man.

The man, believed to be 69 and suffering from 
dementia, had been last seen at Ardslignish, 
between Salen and Kilchoan.

The Fort William crew were joined by the Salen 

and Mallaig coastguard rescue teams, duty officer 
AC17 and Tobermory lifeboat. 

Together, they conducted a thorough search of the 
area along with police and search-and-rescue dogs.
Thankfully the team found the man quickly as 
temperatures were dropping fast. He was said to 
be in a confused state.

Rescue teams fi nd missing man

OT
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Across

1 Drop a line? (4)

3 Car socket for key (8)

9 Hill walker (7)

10 Cough up (5)

11 Add water to return food to original state 
(12)

13 Pong (6)

15 Balance (6)

17 Still paying for goods in possession (4-8)

20 Farewell, mon ami (5)

21 Grilled cheese dish (7)

22 Abroad (8)

23 Charges (4)

Down

1 Keep (8)

2 Plant used in tanning (5)

4 Move hips when dancing (6)

5 It shows who you are (8,4)

6 Moving force (7)

7 Nonexistent (4)

8 Money order without a name (5,7)

12 Banned insulation (8)

14 Imposing building (7)

16 Coypu fur (6)

18 Walk slowly (5)

19 Knockout (4)

LAST WEEK’S 
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3 Car socket for key (8)

9 Hill walker (7)

10 Cough up (5)

11 Add water to return food to original state 
(12)

13 Pong (6)

15 Balance (6)

17 Still paying for goods in possession (4-8)

20 Farewell, mon ami (5)

21 Grilled cheese dish (7)

22 Abroad (8)

23 Charges (4)

Down

1 Keep (8)

2 Plant used in tanning (5)

4 Move hips when dancing (6)

5 It shows who you are (8,4)

6 Moving force (7)

7 Nonexistent (4)

8 Money order without a name (5,7)

12 Banned insulation (8)

14 Imposing building (7)

16 Coypu fur (6)

18 Walk slowly (5)

19 Knockout (4)
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

A bottomless well 
of cultural riches
In Gaelic Scotland we have one of the richest 
musical and lyrical traditions in the world.  The 
sheer volume of material in poetry, song and 
music is astounding. Although there have been 
many essential catalysts that have allowed the 
powerful renaissance of Highland music we have 
enjoyed in recent years, it is the wealth of source 
that has allowed this to occur.  

Last weekend I was given the gift of a CD called 
Sguaban a’ Tìr an Eòrna Sheaves from the 
Land Of Barley – Traditions of Tiree. This is a 
release from Greentrax Recordngs on behalf of 
the School of Scottish Studies for their Scottish 
Tradition series. Edited by Donald Meek and 
Margaret MacKay (the giver of the gift), it 
contains 29 tracks, which are a representative 
selection of archive material recorded on Tiree 
in the fifties, sixties and seventies. 

Music, stories and song feature and are 
delivered by a range of tradition bearers. It gives 
a fantastic insight into the culture of the island 
and a view into our history directly from the 
voices of the past. Hearing these voices of men 
and women who are long dead, telling stories, 
singing songs and reciting poetry from Tiree is 
a powerful experience and is like going straight 
back in time.  

This CD gives a strong reminder of just how 
much raw material we have to work with in 
the realms of Highland music and of just how 
important music, song and poetry was in the 

lives of people in the Highlands and Islands. 
This album, while rich and varied in content, 
represents only a small fraction of the material 
that was recorded during this time. What was 
recorded was a small fraction of the repertoire 
of those who were visited, and by the time this 
field research was begun, much material had 
already been lost to past. If not for the timely 
work of the pioneering collectors such as Calum 
MacLean, John MacInnes, Eric Cregeen and 
Margaret MacKay, whose work is featured on this 
recording, so much more would have been lost to 
the changing nature of the world.

It is fantastic that this type of archive material is 
becoming widely available through recordings 
such as this and on the Tober an Dualchas 
website. Beware though. Once you start listening, 
it is impossible to stop and whole days can be lost 
in a ceilidh house of 60 years ago. 

In the modern world of constant bombardment 
of current global information and the consequent 
melting pot of contemporary cultures that we 
all experience, it is more valuable than ever to 
have access to recordings like this that we can 
continue to learn from and gain reference from. 
We are lucky to be the custodians of this gift and 
we should all respect it.

To the contributors, the collectors and the 
protectors of this material, we should be very 
grateful. They have given us an infinite well of 
cultural riches.
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competitionsOFFERS&

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 30 November 2016.

WIN 
ACCOMMODATION AT EDNAM HOUSE HOTEL AND SHOPPING VOUCHERS WORTH OVER £400 

TO SPEND IN KELSO

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
What river bank is Ednam House hotel situated on?

Win a night away in the beautiful Borders town of Kelso. Stay 
the night in Ednam House Hotel, a fabulous country house hotel 
set on the banks of the river Tweed and spend your £400 worth 
of vouchers in some of the best independent shops the Scottish 
Borders has to offer. Your vouchers include - Swans Shoes £50, 

Cloud Nine Lifestyle £50, Liba Ladies Clothing £50, A 
Hume Country Clothing £100, Borders Cookware, £50, The Mole 
House £50 and Focal Point Furniture £50.  
     Visit www.visitkelso.com for more information on all there is 
to see and do in the town and surrounding area.

WIN 
£1000 OF VOUCHERS TO SPEND ON INTERIOR 

DESIGN SERVICES OR IN STORE WITH
JEFFREYS INTERIORS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following 
question: With premises in Edinburgh and Dunkeld, 
how many designers are there at Jeffreys Interiors?

Now in its 12th year The Edinburgh Art Fair returns from 18 - 20 
November, with 65 galleries from around the UK and abroad, rep-
resenting over 500 artists brought together from all four corners 
of the globe. Scottish Field has 25 pairs of tickets to the festival 
including access to the private view on Thursday 17 November 
with drinks served from 6.30pm. This international event is an 
experience to be enjoyed by everyone with a love of the arts. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: How many years has the EAF 

been running?

WIN 
A PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE EDINBURGH ART FAIR 

AND PRIVATE VIEW

NB Competition closes on Friday 4 November

If you have never benefitted from a professional designer, here 
is your chance. Jeffreys can help you plan a bespoke interior, 
or you can treat yourself in their award-winning showrooms. 
One of seven experienced designers will discuss your plans and 
prepare a bespoke interior for you as well as help source items 
and carry out the installation.

178_sf11.indd   178 21/09/2016   17:53:15

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, 
EH5 2DL. Closing date is November 30, 2016. Entrants must be 18 or over.Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families 
are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will 
be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual 
Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.

Oban Music Society 
presents

DA VINCI 
PIANO TRIO

Playing Haydn, Debussy, 
Brahms

Sunday 6 November at 3pm
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Tickets £10 at the door

Fairtrade and 
Christmas Themed 
Market at Kilmartin 

Museum
12th and 13th November 

2016
11am to 4pm

Free Museum entry on 
these days

Contact 01546 510278

Roses of Picardy
WW1 Local stories 

and songs
St Conan’s Kirk

Lochawe
Wed 9th November

7.30pm
Tickets on door £6

Friends £5
Refreshments

HOLLY TEA
Glencruitten Parish Church Hall
Saturday 5th November 

At 2.00pm 
In aid of Multiple Sclerosis 

Therapy Centre, Oban
Donations at the door

Tea / Coffee - Hot Mince 
Pies – Shortbread

Also Home Baking stall, Bric-a-
brac, books and lots more

Please give us your support 
today

Inveraray & District
Accordion & 
Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 9th November

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes 

From Kippen
David Oswald Trio
Supporting players most 

welcome

Oban’s pre and primary school children 
celebrated Hallowe’en at Atlantis

Nicole 
and Luna 
Carson on 
the dance � oor. 
15_T45Halloween, Nicole 

and Luna Carson_1

The Halloween costumes at the party were very creative. Here’s 
Alyss MacDonald and Bethan Niel showing o�  their costumes. 

15_T45Halloween, Alyss MacDonald and Bethan Niel_10

SPOOKY Draculas, creative pump-
kins and handsome super heroes. 
On Monday October 31 the main 
sports hall at Atlantis Leisure was 
packed with Oban’s youngest gen-
eration, who were celebrating this 
year’s Hallowe’en. 

Bid4Oban had invited the children 
to an evening full of fun activities 
– and the event was, according to 
Bid4Oban’s administrator Yvonne 
MacLean, a success. 

‘I just counted 85 children – so I 

would say it’s going great. We’re 
trying to do a number of different 
activities to make sure that there’s 
something for everybody,’ Yvonne 
added. 

Among the activities were a 
bouncy castle, disco and a number 
of games. This year money was 
raised for Comann Nam Parent 
Oban, whose main aim is to pro-
mote and support the establishment 
and maintenance of education 
through the medium of Gaelic. 

Nicole 
and Luna 
Carson on 
the dance � oor. 
15_T45Halloween, Nicole 

and Luna Carson_1

Nicole 
and Luna 
Carson on 
the dance � oor. 
15_T45Halloween, Nicole 

and Luna Carson_1

The bouncy castle was one of the most popular 
activities at the Halloween party. 

15_T45Halloween_8

Christina Ochello and Chan Ochello with 
Bid4Oban administrator Yvonne MacLean.  

15_T45Halloween, R Christina Ochello M Yvone MacLean L Chan Ochello_2
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Friday 4 - Thursday 10 November 
DOCTOR STRANGE | 12A | 135 MIN
Fri: 16:30, 18:30, Sat: 14:30, 15:20, Sun: 19:15, Mon: 16:30, 
18:30, Tue: 16:30, Wed: 16:30, 18:30, Thu: 16:30
3D: Sat: 19:30, Sun: 14:15, Tue: 18:30, Thu: 18:30
When famous neurosurgeon Stephen Strange (Benedict 
Cumberbatch) su� ers career-ending injuries in a devas-
tating car crash, he seeks help in the furthest reaches of 
the world! Hoping to � nd cures for his injuries, Strange 
instead uncovers the hidden world of magic and alternate 
dimensions.

JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK | 12A | 138 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 17:00, 19:40, Sun: 16:45, 19:00, Mon, Tue: 
21:00, Wed, Thu: 19:00, 21:00
Jack Reacher must uncover the truth behind a major gov-
ernment conspiracy in order to clear his name. On the run 
as a fugitive from the law, Reacher uncovers a potential 
secret from his past that could change his life forever.

KIDS CLUB: KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS | PG | 
122 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic: Kubo lives a quiet, normal life in a small 
shore side village until a spirit from the past turns his life 
upside down by re-igniting an age-old vendetta. This 
causes all sorts of havoc as gods and monsters chase Kubo 
who, in order to survive, must locate a magical suit of 
armour once worn by his late father, a legendary Samurai 
warrior.

LITTLE MEN | PG | 105 MIN
Fri: 19:00, Sat : 17:45, Sun: 17:00, Mon, Tue: 19:00
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Award-winning drama. A new pair of best friends have 
their bond tested by their parents’ battle over a dress shop 
lease.

SILVER SCREEN - THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN | 15 | 
132 MIN
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3! Tea and cake £1.50 
Sun: 14:30
In the thriller, Rachel, who is devastated by her recent 
divorce, spends her daily commute fantasizing about the 
seemingly perfect couple who live in a house that her 
train passes every day, until one morning she sees some-
thing shocking happen there and becomes entangled in 
the mystery that unfolds. 

TROLLS | PG | 120 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 12:00, 13:15, Sun: 12:00, 12:15, Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Thu: 16:15
DreamWorks Animation’s TROLLS is an irreverent comedy 
extravaganza with incredible music! From the genius 
creators of SHREK, TROLLS stars Anna Kendrick as Poppy, 
the optimistic leader of the Trolls, and her polar opposite, 
Branch, played by Justin Timberlake. Together, this unlike-
ly pair of Trolls must embark on an adventure that takes 
them far beyond the only world they’ve ever known.

STARFISH | 15 | 115 MIN
Wed, Thu: 21:30
Drama starring Joanne Froggatt, Tom Riley and Phoebe 
Nicholls, “Star� sh” tells the story of a couple whose love 
is tested to its limit after their perfect life falls apart in a 
single moment.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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DUNOLLIE’S fourth annual Fas-
anta textile festival and fashion show 
adorned Oban with trendy tweed 
and castle chic, and a new Firth of 
Lorn scarf.

The Fasanta festival, named after 
the Gaelic for ‘fashionable’, explores 
and celebrates Scotland’s textile her-
itage, and was inspired by Dunollie 
House’s incredible collection of 200 
costumes and textiles dating back 
four centuries, unearthed in 2011. 
The three-day festival, running from 
Friday to Sunday, October 21-23, 
featured stalls, workshops, presenta-
tions and catwalk in Oban’s Corran 

Halls, and guided tours of Dunollie’s 
historic costumes. 

Talk subjects included embroi-
dered bed hangings by the National 
Museum’s textiles curator Naomi 
Tarrant, designing the new Cowal 
Tweed, and a ‘pechakuca’ (‘chit-chat’ 
in Japanese) by Ardalanish Weaving 
Mill. Workshops taught hand 
weaving, Dorset button making, and 
Catherine Gillies’s ‘wild chemistry 
lesson’ used natural dyes such as 
lungwort, madder and bramble. A 
Scottish sewing bee upcycled old 
tweed clothes from charity shops 
and modelled them on the catwalk. 

At another workshop entitled 
Sharing Yarns: Jacobean Embroi-
dery, Dorie Wilkie, lead stitcher of 
the Prestonpans Tapestry and Great 
Tapestry of Scotland, showed how to 
use her patch kits based of the rare 
17th-century bed-hanging discov-
ered in Dunollie’s attic.

Dunollie also organised a pri-
mary school project where 100 
pupils designed a character who 
might live in Dunollie Castle, such 
as jesters, knights and cooks. The 
three winning drawings, by Lucas 
McLeod, Edie Elliott and Emma 
Woodcock, were made into outfits 

and modelled at Saturday’s Fas-
anta fashion show.

Both of catwalk’s themes this year, 
trendy in tweed and castle chic, 
championed upcycled costumes. The 
Oban Scottish Women’s Institute 
won the castle chic category for their 
dresses fashioned from ties, scarves 
and crisp packets, while Barcaldine 
Textiles and Tea picked up both the 
trendy in tweed and audience choice. 
Esther Williams from the Scottish 
sewing bee won the judge’s choice, 
for modelling her man’s jacket recy-
cled into a skirt and cropped jacket.

The fashion show also displayed 

the first weave of the brand new Lorn 
Tweed. Dunollie held an open design 
competition in 2015 to develop a tex-
tile inspired by the Brooch of Lorn. 
The winning design by local artist 
Jennifer Shaw has now inspired a 
scarf, made by Oban weaver Marilyn 
Drummond, which will be known as 
the Firth of Lorn scarf and woven by 
the Dunollie Weavers’ Group. The 
pattern will then be developed into 
a Firth of Lorn tweed, ready for the 
catwalk in 2017. All ticket proceeds 
from this year’s fashion show were 
donated to the North Argyll Young 
Carers’ Centre.

THE middle of the Ari-
zona Desert: a glitch has 
been found in the space 
probe to Mars. Someone 
has forgotten to provide 
enough room for a 
human and they quickly 
need to find a creature 
small enough to fit in 
the space vehicle. Jamie, 
with his posh English 
accent and quirky ideas, 
may have the solution: a 
dog.

But not just any dog – 
the wire-haired terrier 
Pepsi, trained (in her 
spare time) by Jamie’s 
mother back in England.

Will Jamie’s outlandish 
scheme work? Can Pepsi 
be trained in time? And 
once he gets to Mars, 
what will he find? All will 
be revealed in this imag-
inative and light-hearted 
tale for children.

ISBN: 9781785544545 
(paperback)

Prices: £ 4.99 / € 5.99 / 
$ 8.95

ISBN: 9781785544552 
(hardback)

Prices: £ 10.99/ € 13.99 / 
$ 18.95

Genre: Children’s Fiction

The Dog That 
Peed on Mars
by Christine Hawe

Order direct from Christine Hawe 
and receive a 25% discount

christinehawe1943@hotmail.co.uk or 07557529125
(delivery free to local area)

15_T44_Fasanta_011_Firth of Lorn Tweed

Dress designs by Oban’s Scottish Women’s 
Institute won the castle chic award, worn by, left to 

right, Jacqueline Cullen and Claire Smalley.
15_T44_Fasanta_07_SWI

15_T44_Fasanta_04_embroidery workshop

Left to right: Esther Williams, Audrey Walton and 
Sue Baker.

15_T44_Fasanta_05_A Scottish Sewing Bee

Left to right: Lucas McLeod of Connel’s Achaleven 
Primary School’s design was worn by Liam Byers 

of Rock� eld Primary School; Dunollie’s community 
engagement o�  cer Melanie Davies made two 
of the costumes and presented the prizes; Edie 

Elliott of Rock� eld, wearing her own design ‘the 
gardener’s daughter’; Lochnell Primary School 

pupil Emma Woodcock’s maid costume was worn 
by Jessica Main of Rock� eld. 

15_T44_Fasanta_09_Primary School winning costumes and designers

Fasanta festival shows it’s right on trend

a wonderful 
overnight 
gourmet break 
for two

Exclusive Oban Times Reader 
Competition…

Competition terms and conditions: not open to any employee of Wyvex 
Media. Editor’s decision is � nal. No cash alternative. The winner will be no-
ti� ed by telephone after the closing date of Friday 24th November 2016.

For more information on the West Highland 
Hotel, Mallaig, visit www.westhighlandhotel.co.uk

At the West Highland Hotel, Mallaig
One lucky reader and their chosen guest will win 
a night stay for two people bed and breakfast with 
a delicious gourmet 4 course meal in the Terrace 
Restaurant with a glass of � zz on arrival (options 
to upgrade to a superior room for  £30 or our ‘Day 
pamper package’ for £35 including afternoon tea 
for 2 with prosecco and a 30 minute treatment each. 
Please call ahead to arrange).
Here’s what our winner can expect!
1 night stay for two people in a classic twin or dou-
ble room, delicious 3-course meal in the Terrace 
Restaurant, choice of two 30 minute treatments 
or one 1 hour treatment and a complimentary 
glass of � zz.

To enter, answer this simple question…
How many di� erent whiskies will you � nd in the 
West Whisky Bar
(clue, visit www.westhighlandhotel.co.uk for help!)

You can email your entry to: jbaird@obantimes.
co.uk (place WH Hotel in the subject heading and 
don’t forget to include your name, telephone num-
ber and home town).

Or, send us your entry on a postcard to WH Hotel 
Competition, Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA23 
4HB. Again, include your name, telephone number 
and home town.

And there’s a special o� er for all readers!
If you are not a winner, don’t despair! The West Highland 
Hotel has o� ered us an exclusive deal for our readers! 
Two night stay bed and breakfast for two with com-
plimentry gourmet 4 course meal on the 1st night for 
£95 per peron - saving over £100.  (options to up-
grade to a superior room for  £30 or our ‘Day pamper 
package’ for £35 including afternoon tea for 2 with 
prosecco and a 30 minute treatment each please call 
ahead to arrange).– quote OTWinter45 when booking
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Top literary stars head for Argyll and 
Bute as part of Scotland's Book Week

A tale of love, war and drama

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 3 – 
Thursday 10 November 2016

DIARDAOIN 3 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – 
Duncan Chisholm (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Ò Mo Dhùthaich 
/ From Uist with Love – Episode 7
20.55 Horo Gheallaidh – Celtic 
Music shorts (rpt)

21.00 Big John: Sgeulachd John 
Hartson – a battle with cancer rpt)
22.00 Mànran bho Feis na Mara – 
music from Mallaig festival (rpt)
22.30 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogadh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
(rpt)
23.30 Ceilidh @ Blas 2012 – 
Festival highlights (rpt)

DIHAOINE4 SAMHAIN
FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 BÈO | LIVE: Edinburgh v 
Leinster
21.30 Coisir Shoisgealach – the 
� rst Gaelic Gospel Choir (rpt)
22.00 Na Worlds – World Pipe 
Band Championships 2016 (rpt)
23.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Quiz 
show (rpt)
23.30 Manran bho Fèis na Mara – 

Mallaig music festival (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 5 SAMHAIN
SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 BÈO | LIVE: Scarlets v 
Glasgow
21.25 Binneas: Na Trads – Phil & 
Aly (rpt)
21.30 Alba: 1988 – the news 
making the headlines (rpt)
22.00 Ball-coise/Football: Hearts 
v St. Johnstone 
23.00 Na Worlds 2016 – World 
Pipe Band Championships 2016 (rpt)
24.00 HMS Timbertown – Lewis 
sailors interned in the Netherlands 
(rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 6 SAMHAIN
SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER
16.00 BÈO | LIVE: Women’s 
Scottish Cup Final: Glasgow City v 
Hibernian Ladies
18.10 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Slighe Anndra – the Church 
of Scotland throughout Europe (rpt)
19.55 Binneas: Na Trads – Phil & 
Aly (rpt)
20.00 Eòrpa – Current A� airs (rpt)
20.30 Ò Mo Dhùthaich – From 
Uist with Love – Episode 7 (rpt)
20.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
21.00 Gillean Grinn – the e� ect of 
WWI on Uist (rpt)
22.00 Ball-coise/Football: 
Dundee v Motherwell
23.00 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogaidh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 7 SAMHAIN
MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.10 Muir is Tìr – nature and 
wildlife (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Cuimhneachan – Songs and 
poetry about WW1 (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh: Mnathan na 
Mara – women at sea (rpt)
22.00 Port – Siorrachd Rois – 
shared musical roots in Ross-shire 
(rpt)
22.30 A’ Ghàidhealtachd 
(Highlands) – Scotland’s wild heart 
(rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Quiz 
Show (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 8 SAMHAIN
TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
18.30 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Cathy 
Ann MacPhee/Maggie MacInnes 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Alba: 1989 – the stories 
making the news (rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Country 
Music (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Women at Sea (rpt)
23.00 An Dùthaich Dhìomhair – 
Scotland’s hidden history – Episode 
3 (rpt)
23.25 Slighe Anndra – the Church 
of Scotland in Europe (rpt)
23.55 Horo Gheallaidh – Celtic 
music (rpt)

DICIADAIN 9 SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Muir is Tìr – Natural History 
(rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Eòrpa – news 
from around Europe
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd 
– Scotland’s wild heart – the 
Highlands – Episode 2
22.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn – music 
quiz (rpt)
22.30 Port – shared musical roots 
in Ross-shire (rpt)
23.00 Big John: Sgeulachd John 
Hartson – battle with cancer (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 10 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Cathy 
Ann MacPhee and Maggie MacInnes 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Radharc: The Island Where 
God Speaks Gaelic
21.00 Jock Stein rpt)
22.00 Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogadh Mhòir – Great War Diaries 
– Episode 2 (rpt)
23.30 Càirdeas Cogaidh – the 
contrasting fortunes of 2 WW1 
soldiers (rpt)

By Beth Campbell, S6, 
Oban High School

POPULATIONS of one of Scot-
land’s rarest breeding birds – the 
corncrake – have suffered a fall 
in numbers for the second year 
running. 

In total, 1,059 calling males were 
counted during RSPB Scotland’s 
annual survey. That’s a drop of 
three per cent when compared 
with 2015, and a decrease of 20 
per cent compared with 2014. 

Corncrakes are elusive, chestnut 
coloured birds that are related to 
moorhens and coots. They breed 
in Scotland during spring and 
summer before migrating back to 
Africa for winter. 

The birds are only found in a few 

isolated parts of Scotland, mainly 
on the islands and the far north-
west coast. This year, the Isle of 
Tiree was the biggest stronghold, 
with 346 calling males recorded. 

Stuart Housden, director 
of RSPB Scotland, said: ‘The 
Scottish corncrake has become 
emblematic of conservation suc-
cess in Europe. Effective financial 
support to crofters and farmers 
has enabled them to deliver what 
threatened wildlife needs, benefit-
ing nature, farming communities 
and all of us as a result.

‘Following the EU referendum 
vote, we face huge uncertainties 
regarding the future of agricul-
tural support payments. During 
this period, the fortunes of our 
corncrakes, and the high nature 

value farming and crofting 
systems that support them, stand 
as a key test for the Scottish 
Government. 

‘It is a mistake to think of 
agri-environment schemes as 
money that is an optional extra. 
It pays for investment and activity 
which is of vital importance to 
rural communities, tourism and 
our wildlife. Existing environ-
mental schemes with effective 
measures for wildlife, and the 
right payment rates to ensure 
good uptake by farmers, must 
remain in place next year and 
beyond until new arrangements 
have been developed.’

This year on the Isle of Colon-
say, 52 calling males have been 
sighted compared to 55 in 2015 

and 86 in 2014. Similarly, num-
bers have fallen from 32 to 28 on 
Iona and 102 to 84 on Islay.

An RSPB spokesperson contin-
ued: ‘Corncrakes are naturally 
quite short-lived birds and if 
habitat conditions are not good, 
we know they will quickly disap-
pear from the landscape. As they 
rarely colonise new locations, 
once they are lost from an area, 
re-colonisation can be a major 
challenge. 

‘Despite these recent declines in 
corncrake numbers, this species 
has recovered greatly since con-
servation efforts, in partnership 
with crofters and farmers, began 
in the early 1990s. At that time, 
populations had dwindled to just 
400 calling males.’

Tiree remains a stronghold for rare 
and declining corncrake population

BOOK Week is hosting hundreds of 
free events across the country this 
month from November 21 to 27. 

The programme for Scotland’s fifth 
national celebration of books and 
reading, themed this year on ‘Discov-
ery’, was announced by Scottish Book 
Trust at Edinburgh’s City Art Centre.

Some of the UK’s best-loved writ-
ers and illustrators will be visiting 
libraries in every local authority area 
to bring a programme, funded by the 
Scottish Library and Information 
Council (SLIC), that includes ap-
pearances from such bookish heavy-
weights as Will Self, Lisa McInerney, 
Jenni Fagan, Jill Mansell, Simon 
Scarrow, Isabel Greenberg, Clare 
Mackintosh, Jodi Picoult, Alexander 
McCall Smith, Liz Lochhead and 
Christopher Brookmyre.

In Argyll and Bute, Tartan crime 
king Chris Brookmyre talks about 
his latest award-winning novel, Black 
Widow, at the Cove and Kilcreggan 
Book Festival on Saturday November 
26. The same day actor Gregor Fisher 
and co-author Melanie Reid will 
reveal The Real Life Dramas of Rab C 
Nesbitt. 

That evening at Cove, former Scots 

makar Liz Lochhead will read and 
talk about her latest poetry collection. 

On Sunday November 27, Border 
writer and journalist Alistair Moffat 
charts Scottish history from earliest 
time until today at his event entitled 
The History Man. Sunday will also see 
gloriously gallus author, TV presenter 
and Munro bagger extraordinaire 
Muriel Gray bring you her entertain-
ing event, Get Gallus with Muriel Gray.

As part of the theme of discovery, a 
brand new Book Generator quiz will 
be available on the Book Week Scot-
land website, enabling participants to 
uncover the perfect book match for 
themselves or the ideal present for a 
friend. 

Those who need some inspiration 
can visit www.bookweekscotland.
com to try out the Reading Dare 
Randomiser, which might suggest 
anything from gifting a book to a 
stranger, to proposing to the person 
you love with a line from your favour-
ite poem.

For people who have an interest 
in discovering new writing talent, 
150,000 free copies of a short story 
and poem collection written by the 
people of Scotland, Secrets and Con-

TIMELESS Highland anecdotes 
told through the ‘romantic Highland 
story’ Ardnish Was Home shows love 
can ‘flourish anywhere’, writes Ellie 
Forbes.

The debut novel of Highland-born 
lad Angus MacDonald is set at the 
start of the 20th century and takes 
the reader on a compelling journey, 
from the West Coast of Scotland to 
Gallipoli and Malta.

Angus, who is from Spean Bridge, 
Fort William, was brought up in 
Glencoe, where his family owned 
the famous Clachaig Inn from 1962 
to 1980.

After leaving school at 17, Angus 
went on to become a successful busi-
nessman, but now the entrepreneur 
has added yet another string to his 
bow with this successful first novel.

Angus told The Oban Times: ‘The 
book is about a young lad brought 
up in Ardnish peninsula, between 
Arisaig and Lochailort. He goes 
off to fight in the First World War, 
where he meets a girl on the train. 
When he is injured during the war at 
Gallipoli six months later, he meets 
the girl again as she is his nurse at 
the hospital, but he doesn’t know 
this because he has lost his eyesight.’

During the tale, the couple retreat 
from the war through Turkey to 
Malta, where they marry. 

MacDonald is careful not give too 
much of the story away, but does 
note there is ‘big twist in the last few 
pages of the book’.

Angus began the book back in 
2000. It started off 16 years ago with 
him writing down anecdotes told to 

him by his father who urged him to 
turn the stories into a book.

He said: ‘I was brought up on the 
anecdotes of the Highlands. The 
stories used to be passed from 
generation to generation but now-
adays people spend their time on 
Facebook – the social history of 
times gone by are not going to be 
preserved.

‘My father is a well-known his-
torian and when I first started to 
write it in 2000 he encouraged 
me to turn it in to a book – the 
book is really a vehicle for the 
stories to be told.’ 

With the book's shocking 
ending, Angus already has the 
sequel ‘in his head’, with hopes 
for second book to follow next 
year.

fessions, will be handed out during 
the week via lib raries, bookshops and 
other outlets.

School pupils across the country can 
also get into the spirit of Book Week 
Scotland with three free picture 
books shortlisted for the Bookbug 
Picture Book Prize being gifted to 
every primary one pupil in Scotland 
in the Bookbug P1 Family Bag. Free 

bags of books, writing materials and 
counting games are also gifted to 
all primary two and primary three 
pupils.

For more information about Book 
Week Scotland 2016 and how you 
can get involved, visit www.book-
weekscotland.com, where you can 
find information about all the events 
taking place in Argyll and Bute.

Non Residential £300
Includes:
All classes and trips
Lunch and refreshments
Entrance to evening events

Booking essential:  
Nov. 25th.   
Minimum class size: 4

28/12/2016—1/1/2017 
info@ceolas.co.uk 
01878 700 154

Sgoil Chullaig in  Grogarry Lodge, South Uist.   
28th Dec – 1st Jan  
Experience the best of traditional Hebridean Hogmanay.
Tuition in:  Piping, Gaelic Song, Gaelic Language, 
Fiddle, Step Dance. Additional  local heritage and 
archaeology visits and talks..
Sgoil Chullaig   programme of classes, trips and 
evening house cèilidhs  as well a joining in the wider 
community events:   Stoneybridge Hall Ceilidh and the 
Iochdar Hall Dance with Trail West.

A tale of love, war and drama
him by his father who urged him to 

He said: ‘I was brought up on the 
anecdotes of the Highlands. The 
stories used to be passed from 
generation to generation but now-
adays people spend their time on 
Facebook – the social history of 
times gone by are not going to be 

‘My father is a well-known his-
torian and when I first started to 



COMPETITION

Could this be a 
winning code?

Your competition code

Your reference number

Keep safe and find out in 
next week’s Oban Times, 
November 10, 2016. 

In every copy of this week’s Oban 
Times there is a unique code.  
Keep this safe until next week’s 
Oban Times, November 10, when 
we will print five winning codes. 
If your code matches one of them, 
you win £50! It’s that simple.

Terms and conditions apply. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and immediate families are not eligible to enter. The editor’s decision is � nal. No cash alternative. The prize is £50 in cash for each reader with a winning code. Please allow 28 days 
for payment of cash. Digital subscribers – we do not want you to miss out! If you wish to take part, please email competitions@obantimes.co.uk to let us know your details (please provide your name, email address and contact number).

IS YOUR

CODE A 
WINNER?
SEE BELOW!

CODE A CODE A 

5 x £50 cash prizes up for grabs! zes up for grabs! zes up for grabs! 
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Ewan McLennan will play the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch. 

Picture: Paul Blakemore

AN AWARD-WINNING Scottish folk musician 
will be visiting Benderloch this month as part 
of his UK tour. 

Ewan McLennan, who received the 
BBC Radio 2 Horizon Award in 
2011, will be performing at the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch, 
on Friday November 25 
from 8pm.

The 30-year-old 
will be performing 
songs from all 
three of his studio 
albums, as well 
airing new material. 

Ewan was born in 
London but grew up 
in Edinburgh. He first 
studied classical music on 
the piano, before taking 
up the guitar. 

As he developed as an 
artist his interest in folk 
music grew and he has been 
performing music from the 
genre since 2010. 

Folk star Ewan 
plans gig at 
Benderloch

Jamie and Eilidh are 
well versed in creating 
illustrated poetry book
A 25-YEAR-OLD man from Oban has self-published his first 
poetry book, which features original artwork by his sister.

Jamie Livingstone’s book Puddle Rainbows Missed, which is 
on sale for £5, is filled with poetry that Jamie has written over 
the years. His expressions cover issues such as mental health.

The majority of the poems in the book are accompanied by 
an original piece of art created by his sister Eilidh Living-
stone, who is also a photographer.

Jamie,  who studied English at Edinburgh’s Napier University, 
said: ‘Some of the poems were written when I was 19. I used to 
write quite a lot as I walked to university and back.

‘The poetry has been there for a long time, but the book took a 
lot longer to make.’

Jamie explained that, at first, he and Eilidh had 
planned to create the books themselves by 
hand. 

‘But it took us five hours to make one,’ he 
said. ‘So, it took too long, but we got a £500 
grant that helped.’

The Oban poet originally had 100 of the 
books printed, but there are just 40 left. 

‘I just like making things,’ Jamie 
added. ‘It’s good to have something on 
your shelf that you have made. And it 
brings my sister and I together.

‘I think Iteration is my favourite 
poem. Sometimes you can find out 
things about yourself when you 
write. I was proud but now I just 
want to write another.’

Jamie splits his time between 
teaching a creative writing class at 
the charity Hope Kitchen, a literacy 
class at Shellach View Children’s 
Home and a play-writing group with 
adults with disabilities.

To purchase a copy of the book, email: 
horse_14@hotmail.co.uk.

Ewan McLennan will play the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch. 

AN AWARD-
will be visiting Benderloch this month as part 
of his UK tour. 

Ewan McLennan, who received the 
BBC Radio 2 Horizon Award in 
2011, will be performing at the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch, 
on Friday November 25 
from 8pm.

The 30-year-old 
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songs from all 
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albums, as well 
airing new material. 

Ewan was born in 
London but grew up 
in Edinburgh. He first 
studied classical music on 
the piano, before taking 
up the guitar. 

As he developed as an 
artist his interest in folk 
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‘But it took us five hours to make one,’ he 
said. ‘So, it took too long, but we got a £500 

The Oban poet originally had 100 of the 
books printed, but there are just 40 left. 

‘I just like making things,’ Jamie 
added. ‘It’s good to have something on 
your shelf that you have made. And it 

is my favourite 
poem. Sometimes you can find out 

the charity Hope Kitchen, a literacy 
class at Shellach View Children’s 
Home and a play-writing group with 

To purchase a copy of the book, email: 

Jamie Livingstone 
shows o�  his � rst 

poetry book. 
15_t44JamiePoet01.
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Soroba Road,Oban, PA34 4HE
www.lidl.co.uk

Happy to support  
Children in Need

p

proud to support children in need
(and budding local artists)

send & save with us this xmas

Untitled-1   1 26/10/2016   10:56:09

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718

8 wheel tipper hire •  Supplier of quarry products and site clearance

DELIGHTED TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH CHILDREN IN NEED

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144
www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
PO BOX 9576, Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

cathibertin@btconnect.com

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?

Partially Funded Through 
Children In Need

Put the Fun into Fundraising !

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION
Telephone: 01631 562784

The Iona Shop

Happy to Support Children in Need

2 Queens Park Place, Oban
Tel: 01631 562 071  www.iona.co.uk

Lliam Bateman
Alexander Butler

ALIenergy would like to wish Pudsey a 
warm, energy effi cient day.

ALIenergy are rolling out a number of new energy 
projects for 2016/17.
Watch this space!

01631 565183 / www.alienergy.org.uk

Sophie Hall
& Reagn

Cody Jackson 
McCulloch

Joshua Lane

Marcus Durkin

Innes Fraser Ewan Dowd

Amy Campbell
Alicja Pofelska

Calum MacMillan
& John Turnbull

Cooper 

Marc 
Robertson

Catriona 
MacFarline

Georgia Hogg
Anushree Das

Nicola MacNiven
Sarah MacIntyre

BBC Children in Need has raised more than £790 
million to help the lives of young people and 
disabled children around the UK since it started 
in 1980.  And each year The Oban Times asks a 
local school to nominate a class to draw pictures 
of local businesses which feature on our Children 
in Need page, with 20 per cent of the advertising 
proceeds donated to the charity event.

This year the P6/P7 class at Park Primary School drew 
the fantastic pictures below and we would like to thank 
them and the businesses featured for supporting 
Children in Need. This year Children in Need is asking 
people across the UK to get fundraising and Do Your 
Thing! A galaxy of famous faces have come together 
to support the fundraising campaign, including 
Matt Baker, Alex Jones, Anita Rani, Judy Murray, 

Ore Oduba, Alfi e Deyes, Zoella and Sara Cox. The 
celebrities are asking the nation to ‘Do Your Thing’ 
Graham Norton will host this year’s appeal show. The 
comedian and chat-show host said it was a “huge 
privilege” to join the presenting team. “This year we’d 
love to raise as much money as we possibly can in 
honour of the late Sir Terry Wogan,” he said.
Backing the classic British tea party, Peter Andre is 
calling on fundraisers all across the UK to do their 
thing by having coffee and cake with friends. He 
commented: “I can’t wait to see the nation do their 
thing for BBC Children in Need. So stick on your apron, 
do some baking and get together with your buddies for 
coffee and cake! Together we can raise stacks of cash 
and help change the lives of disadvantaged children 
and young people around the UK.”

In support of Children In Need

Ryan James 
Hill

Matthew 
Pollock

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH

t: 01631 562525
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ

t: 01369 706198 
f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721

www.argyll� nancial.co.uk
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DRASTIC funding cuts to third 
sector organisations have been 
blocked pending a special meet-
ing of the Highland Council.

Members of the council’s 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services committee (ECAS) 
voted 11 to eight at a meeting 
last Wednesday (October 26), 
to approve cuts which would see 
total council funding for third 
sector groups slashed by 45 per 
cent during the 2017/18 financial 
year.

But councillors effectively 
blocked the cuts after tabling a 
motion last Thursday which stat-

FUNDRAISING for next 
year’s Royal National Mod in 
Lochaber began in earnest at a 
dance near Fort William.

Held in Caol Community 
Centre on Friday October 
28, Trail West entertained a 
crowd of 170 people who, ac-
cording to organisers ‘danced 
the night away’.

Moira Robertson, a member 
of the Mod committee, said: 
‘It was a fantastic night.  We 
raised £1,294 plus £4,774 from 
our grand raffle which is bril-
liant.  There was a real mix of 
people who came along from 
aged 18 to almost 80 and they 
never left the dance floor.’

The committee hopes to 
raise more than £10,000 for 

next year’s festival and al-
though they have already held 
smaller events, the official 
fundraising launch on Friday 
was a huge step towards their 
target.

Moira added that among 
other plans, the committee 
has organised bag packing 
in Morrisons supermarket 
on Sunday December 18 and 
there will be a dance in the 
Nevis Centre on March 4 2017 
featuring Mànran.

When asked about con-
cerns over significant cuts to 
funding of the Nevis Centre, 
which is to host the 2017 Mod, 
Moira said: ‘We can’t afford to 
worry, we have to just carry on 
regardless.’

THE ROAD from Fort William 
to Glasgow was partially 
closed for more than two 
hours on Monday night (Oc-
tober 31) after an HGV went 
o�  the road.

The road near Rannoch 
Moor was down to one 
lane while the incident was 
attended to by recovery 
vehicles.

A BEAR Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘A lorry came 
o�  the road just north of the 
Black Mount at 4.55pm. 

‘The road operated with 
one lane until the lorry was 
recovered at 7.30pm.

‘Some minor delays were 
reported.’

PEOPLE out and about in Fort 
William last Friday afternoon 
thought bon� re night had 
come early after a ‘huge explo-
sion’ was reported.

The bang, which was ‘heard 
and felt’ particularly between 
Spean Bridge and Onich but 
also in the town centre, was 
� ghter jets breaking the sound 
barrier as they responded to 
reports of an unresponsive 
aircraft.

A spokesperson for the Royal 
Air Force said: ‘Quick reaction 
alert Typhoon aircraft were 
launched from RAF Coningsby 
and RAF Lossiemouth to iden-
tify an unresponsive civilian 
aircraft.

‘The Typhoon aircraft were 
authorised to transit at super-
sonic speed for operational 
reasons. 

‘Any inconvenience caused 
to local residents is regretted. 

‘Communications were 
re-established and the aircraft 
was safely escorted by the 
Lossiemouth aircraft to Prest-
wick airport.’

TIMESLINE
Fighter jets boom 
out over Lochaber 

Minor delays as 
lorry leaves road 

Drastic spending cuts on hold as 
councillors call ‘special meeting’

Some members of Fort William’s 
Royal National Mod committee at 

the o�  cial launch of their fundrais-
ing. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan.

ed that ‘a special meeting of the 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services Committee should be 
held as soon as possible to de-
termine funding for third sector 
culture and leisure services and 
that comprehensive paperwork 
is made available to complete 
the process with appropriate 
evaluation criteria’.

The special meeting is likely to 
be held next Thursday (Novem-
ber 10). 

The council previously agreed 
a five per cent reduction in 
funding for third sector culture 
and leisure services at a meeting 
in December 2014, to be imple-
mented in the 2016/17 financial 
year.

It was then recommended the 
council make further cuts of 45 
per cent over the next two years.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: 
‘I am delighted the SNP and 
others have submitted a motion 
to block the cuts proposed by the 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services Committee until they 
are considered in more detail at 
a special meeting.

‘The scale of the reductions, 
with some of them at 80 per cent 
of the budget, is massive.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson told The Oban 
Times: ‘These cuts to third 
sector groups have rightly been 
postponed until councillors 

have a clearer view of the meth-
odology that has been applied to 
them. I’d be delighted if every 
third sector group could get full 
funding – that’s almost certainly 
not going to happen.

‘However, to try to limit the 
impact, our independent admin-
istration is proposing to put back 
into the budget a very significant 
sum of money to support these 
groups. This extra money will 
support employment and sustain 
important community assets, 
such as the Nevis Centre, which 
employs over 20 people and is 
the West Highland’s main con-
cert and festival venue.’

As reported in The Oban Times 
last week, the Nevis Centre was 

set to see its funding cut by 
£30,000.

The council had also agreed 
that funding to groups such 
as Youth Highland, the Boys 
Brigade and the Scouts would 
drop from £79,834 in 2016/17 to 
£13,435 in 2018/19 – a drastic cut 
of 83 per cent. 

Similarly, the allocation for 
village halls was reduced from 
£152,000 to £50,000 – a reduc-
tion of more than two-thirds. 

Ms Forbes added: ‘It is impor-
tant all avenues and alternatives 
are explored so that organisa-
tions and village halls in Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch don’t 
face such brutal cuts.’

The Highland Council said 

that the cuts were ‘planned such 
a way to give all the organisa-
tions as much notice as possible 
over three years to prepare for 
the reductions and plan accord-
ingly’.

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of ECAS said: ‘The 
council has tried to give groups 
the maximum amount of time 
possible to prepare for the 
future. Unfortunately there will 
now continue to be a degree 
of uncertainty until we know 
the outcome of this motion of 
amendment.’

Other Lochaber community 
groups facing funding cuts 
include Lochaber Music School 
and Room 13.

Dance boosts Mod 
funds by £1,294

TICKETS TO SEE 
MIKE DENVER - 

 GALWAY BOY
THE 

CORRAN 
HALLS ON 
SATURDAY 

12TH 
NOVEMBER.

We are giving away 6 pairs of tickets this 
week and next week!
To be in with a chance of winning, tell us:
Which county in Ireland does Mike hail from?
Email pclifford@obantimes.co.uk with your answer, remembering 
to include your name, address and telephone number.

The first 6 correct entries received will each win a pair of tickets to the show on the 12th 
November. Closing date Thursday 10th November. Winners will be notified by telephone and 
email. Editor’s decision is final. No cash alternative.

WINWIN
E X C L U S I V E  C O M P E T I T I O N
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

B RIAN INKSTER has been 
shortlisted for Solicitor of 
the Year at the Law Awards 
of Scotland. 

The nomination recognises 
his endeavours in crofting 
law over the past year, in 
particular his campaign 
against the Crofting 
Commission over the 
sacking of three common 
grazings committees. 

Mr Inkster said: ‘I am 
honoured to be one of only 
three solicitors in Scotland 
shortlisted for this award. 

‘Hopefully, it will help to 
highlight further the plight 
of the ordinary crofter. 

‘There is still much more 
that the Scottish Govern-
ment needs to do to restore 
confidence in the Crofting 
Commission and I will be 
making my views known on 
that in the coming months.’

Inksters Solicitors, which 
has offices in Portree, 
Inverness, Wick, Forfar 
and Glasgow, has also been 
shortlisted for Litigation 
Firm of the Year and its 
trainee solicitor, Alistair 
Sloan, for Trainee of the 
Year.

The winners will be 
announced on November 24 
at a dinner at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Glasgow.

UNITED AUCTIONS held a 
special sale of all classes sheep 
and lambs at Dalmally Auction 
Mart on Friday October 28.  A 
total of 3,159 head of all classes 
were sold. Lambs, consisting 
mainly of third draws sold to 
average £32.11 or 118 pence per 
kilo. Lambs sold to a top of £70 
for Texel Crosses from Dunnans 
and 173 pence per kilo for  Texel 
Crosses from Barguillean.  Ewes 
from Gallanch Farm sold to £56 
for Blackface whilst Blackface 
Gimmers from Duncroisk sold to 
£68.  Brackley Parks (McArthur) 
sold Texel Rams to £300.

PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
SUFFx:
£50.00 – Garraron & Melfort 

Farms.
TEXx:
£70.00 – Dunans : £59.00 – 

Ormsary Farmers.
CROSS
£53.00 – An Doire Bheag : 

£50.00 – Ormsary Farmers.
BF
£50.00 – Ormsary Farmers : 

£47.50 – Duncroisk.
EWES
TEXx:
£52.00 – Brackley.
CHEVx:
£44.00 – Lochdochart
CROSS
£47.50 – Homefield, Colonsay : 

£46.00 – Glenshellach.
BF
£45.00 – Gallanach Farms : 

£44.00 – Raera : £40.00 – Dall 
Farm.

CHEVx:
£56.00 – Gallanach Farms
GIMMERS
BF
£68.00 – Duncroisk.
RAMS
TEX
£300 – Brackley Parks : £280 – 

Barguillean.
LLEYN
£160 – Craig Farm.

AUTUMN is now in full swing, 
with the leaves turning and 
the vibrant colours adorning 
the hillside above the farm 
steading. 

This has also been the recent 
temporary home for a huge 
� ock of � eldfares that have 
now stripped many of the 
rowan trees of their berries. 

We’ve had a great spell of 
weather in October and the 
grass is still very lush. 

We have been busy moving 
the sheep around to make 
sure we use the grass as best 
we can. 

To help us improve our 
grassland management, we 
have been measuring the 
sward height of our � elds 
every two weeks using a QMS 
measuring stick. 

When the sward height 
drops below a certain level, 
we move the sheep to another 
� eld where there is still plenty 
of grass available. 

This has been quite a lot 
of work but it should be 
worthwhile, especially as we 
want to make sure there is still 
plenty of grass available come 
tupping time, in a couple of 
weeks.

Speaking of grass and fod-
der, we managed to make 400 
bales of silage for the cows 
this year, compared to only 

By Ewen Campbell, SRUC’s Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre research farms manager

around 100 last year. Although 
there is plenty of bulk, the quality 
is not great, because of the wet 
weather back in the summer. 

The silage is a bit soggy, and 
the analysis showed a low dry 
matter content. The cows will still 
bene� t from eating it this winter, 
but it won’t be as good as we had 
hoped. 

All of these grassland issues 
were discussed at our Farmers’ 
Grassland Group meeting earlier 
in the month. 

Our usual group of farmers 
came to Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
to discuss grassland manage-
ment, silage quality, bracken 
control and soil nutrients, as well 
as our plans for next year. 

We had some stimulating dis-
cussions, and we’ll meet again in 
March. 

On the sheep front, in the past 
couple of months all the ewes 
have been brought in for stock 
draw, which allows us to pull o�  
the poorer animals to sell (those 
with bad mouths or udders) and 
to ensure that those we keep are 
healthy and � t for breeding. 

We have also sent this year’s 
female lambs (hoggs) for ‘win-
tering’ to farms with better grass. 
They were sent to two di� erent 
farms, one near Airdrie and the 
other near Buckie. 

They will come home next April 
and remain on the hill, before be-

ing mated next autumn. We have 
also sent our � rst batch of lambs 
to slaughter in Bridge of Allan. 

A total of 55 lambs were sent 
and their con� rmation scores 
were very good, although some 
were a bit heavy. 

As with last month, we also had 
a � urry of visitors to the farms. 
We’ve had a group of 10 Chinese 
academics from Hainan Univer-

sity, accompanied by a lecturer 
from the University of the West of 
Scotland. 

Their interests covered agricul-
ture, farm/agriculture diversi� ca-
tion, remote and rural enterprise 
initiatives and aquaculture. 

It was a very stimulating visit 
and they were impressed by our 
facilities, especially the animal 
handling set-up. 

A week later, more visitors 
came, this time from a bit closer 
to home. 

Six researchers from Teagasc 
(the Irish Agriculture and Food 
Development Authority) based 
in Galway and Cork came to us on 
a fact-� nding mission. 

They were all sheep specialists, 
working with farmers on their 
network programme. They were 

very keen to see the parallels 
between our Scottish situa-
tion and the Irish one. 

They already have some 
technology on their research 
farms, but were very interest-
ed in our research on EID, la-
bour savings and our genetic 
results for the blackface.

Once again, quite a lot to 
report for this month.

Autumn e� orts to improve grassland management include 
fortnightly sward height measurement and sheep movement

TOP PRICES PER KILO
SUFFx:
152p – Saorphin Farm.
TEXx:
173p – Barguillean : 167p – 

Ormsary Farmers.
CHEVx:
156p – Lochdochart.
CROSS
144p – Brenchoille
BF
146p – Dunans : 143p – Ormsary 

Farmers.

CALEDONIAN MARTS LTD 
sold 205 head of cattle and 253 
sheep at its annual autumn sale on 
Islay on Friday October 21.

A feature of the sale was the 
consignment of 102 calves from 
Ardtalla Estates of which they 
presented a pen of 27 Charolais X 
Heifers sold in one lot which made 
£530, purchased by Ken Webb, 
Cheadle Farm, Cheshire.

With a great ringside of new 
buyers to this sale, more cattle 
could have been sold to sellers 
advantage.

Top price of the day went to 
M McMillan, Balliemartin for 
a pair of Lim x Bullocks at £800 
purchased by M/s Orr, Wester 
Walston, Carnwath.

Heifers were also topped by M 
McMillan for a pen of 10 Lim x 
purchased by J Gilvear & Sons, 
Graystale, Stirling at £680.

Cows sold to a top of £750 for 
a AAX from E Findlay, Daill 
purchased by J Gilvear and Sons, 
Graystale.

Leading prices: Bullocks
Char £700 Ardtalla Estates
Sim £600 Ardtalla Estates
Lim £730 & £710 Balliemartin
Lim £710 Ballulive
Lim £660 Auchnaclach
AA £630 & £590 Daill
AA £500 Auchnaclach
Overall average for 110 Bullocks 

sold £624 (-£25 on the year)
Heifers
Char £530 Ardtalla Estates
Sim £460 Ardtalla Estates

Lim £580 Ballulive
Lim £580 Auchnaclach
AA £520 Daill
Overall average or 84 Heifers 

sold £507 (-£36 on the year)
Cows
Highland £430 Ardtalla Estates
Sim £520 Ardtalla Estates
Shorthorn £400 Ardtalla Estates
Lim £420 Ardtalla Estates
Lambs
Tex £59 Balliemartin
Cross £52 Beach Avenue
Chev £48 Ballivicar
Tex X £45 Persabus
Ewes
Tex £51 Persabus
Tex X £47 Balliemartin
BF £33 Persabus

CALEDONIAN MARTS LTD 
sold 622 suckled calves, store and 
OTM Cattle on Tuesday October 
25 in Oban. 

Bullock calves averaged 
217ppkg, selling to 319p from 
Firm of Ardencaple & Scam-
madale and to £720 twice from the 
same home.

Heifers averaged 231ppkg, 
selling to 378ppk g from Clachan 
Farms, Duachy, Kilninver and to 
£960 for the same beast. 

In Calf Heifers averaged £889, 
selling to £1850 for a Simmental 
from I MacColl, Mid Farm, Isle 

of Lismore. Cows with Calves at 
Foot averaged £703.75, selling to 
£1400 from Frackersaig Farms, 
Isle of Lismore. 

Bulling Heifers averaged 
£725.79, selling to £950 from 
MD & SA Clarke, Williamwood, 
Lockerbie. 

Other Leading Prices:-
Heifer Calves per Head
£900 + £880 Scammadale
£850 Killundine
£840 Carloonan
£820 Ardlarach, Isle of Luing
£800 Saulmore, Scammadale, 

Ardlarach, Isle of Luing and 
Killundine

£780 Clachan 
£750 Ardlarach, Isle of Luing
Heifer Calves ppkg
358p Scammadale
336p Carloonan
319p Scammadale
315p Saulmore
313p Wester Coilechat and 

Scammadale
310p Scammadale
309p Ardlarach, Isle of Luing
308p Clachan
306p Saulmore
304p + 301p Scammadale
301p Ardlarach (Isle of Luing)
298p Clachan 
295p Scammadale
293p Drumachar & Scammadale
292p Saulmore

290p Ardlarach, Isle of Luing & 
Saulmore

286p Pennygown, Isle of Mull
283p Ardlarach, Isle of Luing
280p Scammadale, Ardlarach, 

Isle of Luing and Southlynch
Bullock Calves per Head
£670 Iochdar
£660 Scammadale
£650 16 Vatersay, Isle of Barra
£620 5 Vatersay, Isle of Barra
£610 11 Uidh, Isle of Barra, 

Ballymeanoch, 239 Bruernish, 
Isle of Barra, and 1 Vatersay, Isle 
of Barra

£600 Glenorchy, 3 Vatersay, Isle 
of Barra, Aird and Scammadale

Bullock Calves ppkg
308p Scammadale
267p Burnside
255p Scammadale
249p Iochdar
243p Stillaig
236p Scammadale
232p No 3 Vatersay & Kilma-

ronaig
230p Stillaig
In Calf Heifers
£1800 Mid Farm, Isle of Lismore
£1700 Inverahyle
£1600 Mid Farm, Isle of Lismore
£1550 Stroneskar and Mid Farm, 

Isle of Lismore
£1500 Pennygown, Isle of Mull 

& Inverahyle
£1450 Ardriona & Mid Farm 

(Isle of Lismore)
£1400 Aardriona
£1350 Stroneskar
£1300 Inverahyle & Stroneskar
£1200 Stroneskar & Achnacree-

bay
Bulling Heifers
£920 Williamwood
£900 Drumachar
£880 Williamwood (twice)
£850 Auchnacraig, Isle of Mull)

UNITED AUCTIONS held its 
annual late autumn sale of all 
classes cattle at Tiree Auction 
Mart on Saturday October 29.  
Some 554 head of cattle were sold.  

Bullocks sold to average £680.90 
per head or 218.58 pence per kilo.  

Heifers sold to average £589 per 
head or 203.87 pence per kilo. 
(Last year’s averages – Bullocks 
£688.35 or 213.38 per kilo and 
Heifers £619.34 or 207.72 Per 
kilo).  Bullocks sold to a top of 
£1130 per head for Limousin 
Crosses from Whitehouse (D 
Hayes) and to 286 pence per kilo, 
also for Limousin Crosses from 
10 Balevullin & Ruaig.  Heifers 
from Heylipol Farm sold to £1110 
whilst  Mannal led the kilo prices 
in this section at 334 pence.  In the 
breeding section, Bulling Heifers 
from Drumaglea sold to £1,300 
for Salers.

PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS
AAx:
£960 – Whitehouse (D Hayes) 

: £920(3) – Mainroad : £820(2) – 
Middleton Farm.

BRBx:
£820 – Middleton Farm.
CHARx:
£850 – Salum : £840 – Garaphail.
HERx:
£890(2) – Middleton Farm.
LIMx:
£1130 – Whitehouse (D Hayes) 

: £1030 – Whitehouse : £1020 – 6 
Barrapol : £1000 – 9 Barrapol & 
Salum : £990 – Whitehouse(D 
Hayes) : £980(2) – Salum : £960 
& £950 – 9 Barrapol : £910 – Dru-
maglea : £890(2) – 9 Barrapol : 
£870(4) – Drumasaidh : £850 – 5 
Barrapol & 9 Barrapol(2).

SALx:
£1120 – 6 Crossapol : £1050 – Dru-

maglea : £1030 – Whitehouse(D 
Hayes) : £1000 – Ardeas : £900 – 3A 
Caolis : £870(2) – Drumaglea : £860 
– Ardeas : £850(3) – Middleton 
Farm.

SHx:
£980 – Middleton Farm.
SIMx:
£980 – Sandaig : £840 – Lochphuil.

HEIFERS
BSHx:

Around the markets
£830 & £800 – Croish.
BRBx:
£710 – Ruaig.
CHARx:
£840 – Heylipol Farm : £830 & 

£790 – Salum.
LIMx:
£1110 – Heylipol Farm : £1060 – 

Mannal : £1050 – Lochside : £980 
– Sandaig : £920 – Salum : £870 & 
£850 – Drumaglea.

SALx:
£810(3) – Middleton Farm : 

£810(2) – Ardeas : £780 – Middle-
ton Farm.

SHx:
£810 – Middleton Farm.
SIMx:
£860 – Lochphuil : £850 – San-

daig.

TOP PRICES PER KILO
BULLOCKS
AAx:
236p(2) – Whitehouse : 228p(3) 

– Hillcrest.
BRBx:
286p & 242p(3) – Ruaig.
CHARx:
251p – Garaphail : 250p(3) – 

Salum : 246p, 242p & 239p(2) 
– Garaphail.

HERx:
200p – Middleton Farm.
LIMx:
286p – 10 Balevullin : 281p – 6 

Barrapol : 281p(2) – Vaul : 278p – 
1 Kilkenneth : 276p(5) – Hillcrest 
: 262p – 8 Balevullin : 258p(4) – 
Parkhouse : 256p(4) – Garaphail 
: 255p(2) – 2 Heylipol : 253p – 1 
Kilkenneth : 252p – 6 Barrapol 
: 250p – Parkhouse : 250p(2) 
– 6 Barrapol : 245p(2) – Vaul : 
243p(4) – Hillcrest : 243p(3) – 
Mannal : 242p – 10 Balevullin(3), 
Crofthouse & Mannal(2) : 241p(2) 
– 6 Barrapol : 240p – Mannal.

SALx:
261p(3) – Drumaglea : 254p(2) 

& 251p(3) – 6 Crossapol.
SIMx:
273p – Lochphuil : 260p(2) – 

Ruaig : 256p & 242p – Lochphuil.

Crofting 
lawyer on 
awards 
shortlist

Irish sheep specialists during their visit to the SRUC on a fact-� nding mission. 

Pictured are 27 Charolais X Heifers sold at Ardtalla Estates and 
bought by Ken Webb of Cheadle Farm, Cheshire, at £530.

Tel: 07747 600410

TUNSTALL TRACTORS LTD
Teagle 8100, Straw 
chopper, silage feeder, 
Elec Con, in as new
condition, done V 
little work, big saving 
on new price
£11,800

Kilfinnan
Farm

Hill North Country 
Cheviot Rams

For Sale and Hire
Tel: N Robertson 

07768 506826

AA BULL for 
sale, 2½ year 
old, Linburn 
Evant, good 

stockgetter. Tel. 
01687 450645.



LATEST research from the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders’ long-running series on 
attitudes to housing tenure confirms that 
home-ownership remains firmly in place 
as the nation's overwhelming preference 
and aspiration – and not purely for financial 
reasons.

Some 72 per cent of adults want to be home-
owners in two years, and 80 per cent hope to 
own in 10 years, broadly in line with the 30-
year average sentiment.

But the report by CML chief economist Bob 
Pannell, based on a survey undertaken on 
behalf of the CML by YouGov in late June and 
early July, also reveals some less predictable 
findings. These include how people perceive 
part-ownership, and who they think should be 
helping young people who face affordability 
hurdles.

In particular, the research confirms that partial 
home-ownership (through shared ownership 
or shared equity) is regarded as a good idea 
by around half of all respondents – around 
five times the proportion who see it as a 
bad idea. More people see part-ownership 
as a stepping stone to full ownership than 
as a permanent tenure in its own right. This 
finding comes hot on the heels of another 
CML research report: Shared ownership: ugly 
sister or Cinderella?, which considers how the 
shared ownership market can develop.

In addition, a majority of people – regardless 
of their own circumstances – feel that it is 
harder than it has ever been for young people 
to buy their own home. If those who believe it 
is ‘very difficult’ are included, the proportion 
rises to 85 per cent.

And 75 per cent believe action is necessary to 
help first-time buyers. Predominantly, people 
see the government as having a responsibility, 
but mortgage lenders, house builders and 
local authorities are also widely regarded as 
having a role.

In terms of the specific measures favoured by 
those advocating action, special incentives 
to save for deposits were favoured by more 
than half and topped the list, closely followed 
by introducing subsidies for all first-time 
buyers. Over a third favoured the measures 
of abolishing stamp duty, reintroducing 
mortgage interest tax relief and requiring 
developers to discount prices of some new 
homes, among others.

In his foreword to the report, CML director 
general Paul Smee observes: ‘Like all good 
research, the findings give rise to some 
searching questions for the industry and 
government – not least, how far it is possible 
to balance the tension between aspiration 
and achievability, which continues to be a 
feature of the UK’s relationship with home-
ownership? And should tenure neutrality be 
the ultimate policy aspiration?

The research also found that:

People see the value of home-ownership 
as not purely financial. In fact, the two most 
popular reasons for valuing home-ownership 
are seen as having the freedom to do what you 
want, and knowing that once the mortgage 
is repaid, the property is yours. Seeing the 
property as an investment or an asset, or a 
mortgage as cheaper than renting, are cited 
less strongly.

Virtually no existing home-owners wish to 
have a different tenure in the future.

Private tenants generally appear to view 
their position as a temporary state. Some 56 
per cent of private renters would like to own 
within the next two years, and 71 per cent 
aspire to own within 10 years. Only 26 per 
cent of existing private tenants would prefer 
to be renting in two years, and 15 per cent in 
10 years.

Sentiment is not the same among social 
tenants – 57 per cent of social tenants still 
want to be living in social housing in two 
years, and 46 per cent in 10 years.

Among those who want to be home-owners 
but are not currently, there is a substantial 
majority who do not feel confident that they 
will achieve that aspiration. Less than a quarter 
of those who are not currently home-owners, 
but want to be in two years, believe it is likely.

The disparity between hope and expectation 
is particularly marked among younger age 
groups – fewer than half of those aged 18-24 
who want to be home-owners in 10 years 
think it likely that they actually will be.
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2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 www.johnclegg.co.uk

FREEHOLD FOR SALE IN 4 LOTS OR AS A WHOLE 
A compact, easily managed sporting and amenity estate, 

located in spectacular scenery on the West Coast of Scotland.

Lots from £5,000 to £225,000. 
Offers over £275,000 for the whole.

CARSAIG ESTATE, Tayvallich, Argyll
125.44 Hectares / 309.96 Acres

The Property Shop, 24/26 Longrow South, Campbeltown
Tel: 01586 553737     www.sbsproperty.co.uk    Email: sales@sbsproperty.co.uk

Also at  Colchester Square, Lochgilphead  Tel: 01546 602903

  FORMER  KRISP PRINT OFFICE AND WORKSHOP  
CAMPBELTOWN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £40,000
Having had to move their expanding 
business to a larger premises the 
former Krisp Print OFFICE & 
WORKSHOP is now being offered 
to the market for sale. The property 
has an excellent trading situation 
being only a few moments walking 
distance from the centre of the 
town. Measuring approximately 92 
sqm the premises could certainly be 
used for a wide variety of commercial uses, provided the necessary local 
authority consents are obtained. Divided into two main areas, the reception/ 
offi ce area has two wall mounted electric heaters, several power points and 
a telephone point. The main workshop is huge and extremely bright having 
a three large north west facing windows overlooking the rear courtyard 
which has a large portacabin belonging exclusively to the property.
An excellent opportunity to acquire a substantial building with diverse 
possibilities.

Properties for sale / to let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

 5 Reasons to list 
your property 
before Christmas...

As the nights 
grow longer 

and the days cold-
er, many home-own-

ers think that they should 
delay getting their house on the market until the 
spring. Other owners with properties not yet sold, 
withdraw their property from the market. But are 
they right? Are they perhaps missing out on the 
opportunity to get their property to shine (and 
sell) at a time when there is less competition?
Homes may appear to sell better in the spring, 
however in more recent times most town areas are 
no longer affected as much by seasonal demand.

Be ready for the rush

By listing your property before the Christmas peri-
od, you will be ready for the New Year rush if you 
don’t manage the sell by Christmas. Historically, 
the property market experiences a rush of new 
instructions at the beginning of the New Year. By 
marketing your property before this time you will 
give your property better exposure. Additionally, 
there will be no waiting for valuations or good 
weather to take photos, no waiting for signing 
details off, no waiting for Home Reports to be 
complete all of which can delay going to market, 
missing out on valuable advertising time.

New Year Fever

Many people make big life decisions at the start 
of a new year - finally deciding to buy a house, 
down-sizing, up-sizing, take a new job, deciding 

to buy that holiday home they have always want-
ed, moving granny/grandpa closer to other family 
members, change of area; all these decisions are 
common at the start of the year. What better time 
to have your property on the market and visible to 
these individuals?

Internet traffic hits its peak

Internet traffic is up on the winter nights as peo-
ple spend more time inside their homes due to the 
dark, damp weather. With the majority of buyers 
beginning their search online this is a great time to 
have your property on the market. Internet traffic 
hits its peak during the winter months. 1.6 Million 
people looked at Rightmove between Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day last year. It seems that once 
the presents have been opened and the dinner 
consumed people seem to go searching for that 
dream home, using their new toys (ipads, laptops, 
mobile devices etc).

Strengthen your buying position

Sell your property now and you will be in an ex-
cellent position to negotiate the purchase of your 
next house in the spring.

We don’t close when it gets cold!

We are still working throughout December up 
until 23rd December 2016 and monitor enquiries 
throughout the Christmas and New Year holidays. 
Our offices will be open after the break on 4th Jan-
uary 2017, so we can hit the ground running and 
dealing with any enquiries.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Moray Place, Fort William

£650 PCM

• 3 bedroom � at, unfurnished
• Desirable location
• Double glazed & Electric heating
• Shared parking to front
• Council Tax Band C
• Landlord registration: 478762/270/19321
• EPC Rating - F38
• AVAILABLE NOW

Unfurnished 3 bedroom � at in highly desirable 
residental area of Fort William with stunning views 
out towards Loch Linnhe. Within walking distance 
of town centre and Lundavra primary school. 
Recently refurbished to a good standard with 
neutral decor throughout.

Grange Road, Fort William

£600 PCM

• 2 bedroom � at
• Fully furnished + White goods included
• Desirable location
• Double glazed & Electric heating
• On street parking
• Council Tax Band C
• Landlord registration: 478762/270/19321
• EPC Rating - D65

Furnished 2 bedroom � at in highly desirable residental 
area of Fort William. Within walking distance of 
town centre and Lundavra primary school. Recently 
refurbished to a good standard with neutral decor 
throughout. The property consists of hall, 2 double 
bedrooms, lounge, modern kitchen & bathroom.

Main Street, Connel

£750 PCM

• Unfurnished With White Goods
• Three Bedroom House
• Rent excludes Utilites (Oil Heating) 

and Council Tax
• Deposit (1M Rent) and References Required.
• 385018/130/18641
• EPC Rating - F32
• AVAILABLE NOVEMBER FOR LONG LET

Stunning 3 bedroom traditional family home 
in Connel with sea views. This property will be 
unfurnished with white goods and has parking and 
large garden facilities. The room arrangement is; two 
double bedrooms and a study upstairs with a third 
double bedroom downstairs. 

Rock� eld Road, Tobermory

£480 PCM

• 3 Bedroom Unfurnished
• 461950/130/18261
• Council Tax (Band C).
• Deposit (1m Rent) and 

References Required.
• EPC Rating - C69
• AVAILABLE NOW !

3 Bedroom unfurnished, excellent family sized 
property within reach of Tobermory town centre. 
The ground � oor � at has a lounge, kitchen/diner, 3 
double bedrooms and a family bathroom. The kitchen 
bene� ts from excellent storage and its size allows 
space for a kitchen table and chairs. 

A’challtuinn, Tobermory

OIRO £215,000

• Spacious detached bungalow
• 4 Bedrooms / 1 Bathrooms
• Quiet and private situation in Tobermory
• Sheltered private garden
• Excellent family home or potential 

holiday rental
• EPC Rating - C70

A’challtuinn o� ers an opportunity to purchase a 
spacious family home in a popular residential area in 
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. Situated in a generous 
plot the property comprises a bright and spacious 
lounge, dining area, kitchen, 4 bedrooms and a 
bathroom (with separate shower and bath).

Falls Crescent, Connel

A modern and spacious detached house located 
in the popular village of Connel in Argyll. The 
property o� ers bright and spacious rooms, 
practical layout and partial views over Loch Etive 
and the hills beyond. 

£300,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

Struthan, Salen, Isle of Mull

OIEO £225,000
Struthan is a delightful detached 4 bedroom cottage situated in a 
generous garden in the village of Salen, on the Isle of Mull. Originally 
a traditional cottage this property has been renovated and extended 
to provide a spacious family home. The single storey property 
comprises a spacious lounge diner, kitchen, family bathroom, 1 single 
and 3 double bedrooms.

• Detached Cottage
• 4 Bed / 1 Bath
• Extended Traditional Cottage
• Large Garden
• Detached Garage
• Close to village centre
• EPC Rating - D67

The Steading, Camas Inas, Acharacle

OIRO £380,000
The Steading - This spacious loch side three bedroom 
extended steading complete with mooring, set in 
approx. 2.5 acres with panoramic views across Loch 
Sunart. Originally an old byre dating back to the 1800s 
the property has been extended and modernised to 
create a spacious and practical home.

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Loch side location with 

mooring
• Stunning views
• Set in approx. 2.5 acres
• EPC Rating - E48

One bedroom 
fl at to rent 
in Taynuilt. 
£425 p.c.m.

Presently 
unfurnished but 
can be furnished 

if required. 
01866 822447

TO LET - 
ALBANY APTS

 Modern fl at, 1st fl oor, 
2 bedrooms, private 

parking space.
 No DSS,Smokers 

or Pets. References 
required. 

£600 p.c.m. + bills.
Landlord Reg. No. 

280079/130/21351

Tel 01852 300445

CML research shows 80 per cent of 
people aspire to own a home in 10 years

bellingram.co.uk

TIGH GAEL 
KILCHRENAN
A wonderfully 
situated 
detached 
property on 
the shores of 
Loch Awe with 
spectacular 
views and private 
shore frontage. 

GUIDE PRICE 
£425,000

TO LET
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Call  today on 

07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 
free collection anywhere. Land Rover 

Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 
Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, 
Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 

Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles 
or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly new 
or old, any conditions from perfect to 

written o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

01631 564022 / 07710 060021

VAUXHALL COMBO VAN
Reg Jan 2010, 
MoT Jan 2017
41,000 mls, 
Gd Cond

£2,800
+vat

Contact 01880820372

04 MAZDA TRIBUTE GSI 4WD
With towbar. Petrol, 
manual, 87250 
miles. MOT June 
2017. New front 
brake pads/ discs. 
FSH. Slight scrape 
on LHS.
£1,300

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

07554 571 070

RENAULT MEGANE 5 7 RANGE 1.9 DCI

6 Speed Estate. 
4 Gd tyers, new 
brakes/belts, 
CD, 130,000 mls
FSH, V Gd Con
for year.
£950 
ono

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section

Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT DUE?

Your car is in 
good hands at...

MOT TESTING, SERVICING & REPAIRS
TYRES & EXHAUSTS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF CARS, 4X4’S VANS

NEW 
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

Tel 01546 603842

FIAT DUCATO BESSACARR E625
2.8TD, 2,000 
W reg.
46,000 miles, 
MOT June 17,
towbar.
£15,200 
ono

Tel 01631 720599

BURSTNER LEVANTO A530
Motorhome
2007, 19,800 
miles, one 
owner. MoT 
Aug 2017.
£25,000 
ono

 07541 788098

FIAT PUNTO

54 plate,
68,000 miles, 
10 months MoT

£550
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES
MAKE safety your priority when changing a wheel 
at the roadside, says GEM.

Road safety and breakdown recovery provider 
GEM Motoring Assist is supporting Tyre Safety 
Month with the fi fth in a series of simple safety 
reminders. This week GEM is advising motorists 
to make safety their priority if they need to deal 
with a fl at tyre.

GEM road safety offi cer Neil Worth commented:  
‘Needing to deal with a fl at tyre is inconvenient and 
quite possibly dangerous, depending on where 
you have had to stop. So before you start looking 
for the spare, take a good look at the location and 
weigh up the potential risks involved. If you are at 
all concerned, call your recovery operator who will 
send a trained professional to assist you.

‘If you decide that you’re confi dent and capable 
of completing the job yourself, ensure you can 
see and be seen, so put on a refl ective jacket. 
Have gloves handy, too, as tyres tend to be pretty 
mucky. A torch is also a very useful tool.

‘Check that there is a safe area for any 
passengers with you, as they cannot stay in the 
car while you’re changing a wheel. Once again, if 
you are concerned about safety, try to ensure you 
park in a safe place and call for assistance.’

Making a good job of changing a tyre comes from 
experience and familiarity with the equipment and 
processes. GEM encourages drivers to consult 
their owner’s manual to ensure they know where 

to fi nd the equipment carried, the locking wheel 
nut if appropriate and where to attach the lifting 
jack.

Neil concluded: ‘The chances are your spare 
wheel will be one of those small, thin ones that 
are designed for use at speeds of up to 50mph, 
so ensure you replace it with a proper size tyre 
as soon as possible. Of course, the majority of 
cars these days are sold without a spare wheel, 
so you will need to use the puncture repair kits 
that’s carried instead.’

GEM’s safety tips for dealing with a fl at tyre 
at the roadside:
•  Switch on your hazard warning lights.
•  Make sure the ground is level and secure 

before jacking your car.
•  If it’s safe, place a warning triangle to alert 

other drivers to the hazard your vehicle 
might be causing.

•  Check at least one of the other wheels.
•  Follow the steps laid out for your car in the 

owner’s handbook.
•  Don’t attempt to change a tyre (or carry 

out any other repair, however simple) on 
a motorway hard shoulder. Always call for 
professional breakdown assistance.

Follow GEM on Twitter @MotoringAssist for the 
latest industry news.

GEM supports Tyre Safety Month 2016

BRITISH-BASED, bespoke, luxury sports 
car maker David Brown Automotive, has 
released ‘best of British’ images of three 
of its latest production-specifi cation 
Speedback GTs in patriotic red, white and 
blue exterior paint fi nishes. Take a look at 
the photoshoot behind-the-scenes here. 

David Brown Automotive has come a 
long way since revealing the Speedback 
GT prototype in 2014. 

The latest images show production-
specifi cation cars numbered 003, 004 
and 005, in colours that resemble those 
of the Union fl ag, and which celebrate 
the company’s growth and continued 
development as a proud, British 
automotive manufacturer.

At present, fi ve cars have been sold, 
built and delivered to their new owners, 
with more cars being built. The company 
currently has the capacity to produce 
six to 10 cars each year with plans to 
increase this in the very near future.

David Brown Automotive uses a 
combination of engineering, state-of- 
the-art technology and traditional coach-

building manufacturing techniques to 
build each car, which comprises 142 
panels and highly sophisticated systems 
and electronics. Through these specialist, 
low-volume manufacturing processes, the 
Coventry-based sports car manufacturer 
is redefi ning modern coachbuilding, to 
build fully engineered, limited-edition, 
bespoke automobiles made from hand- 
formed aluminium with entirely hand-
crafted interiors, each specially commis-
sioned by the customer.

Each and every Speedback GT has 
a completely unique colour, which is 
developed by the company for each 
owner and specially created for each 
individual car. The cars pictured, painted 
in Ruby Tuesday, Blue Moon and White 
Knight, are painstakingly prepared, 
painted and lacquered over a period of 
eight weeks each, fi nished to achieve a 
rich, deep and fl awless fi nish. 

The unique colour and depth of car 
number 004 benefi ts from an incredible 
14 different layers of paint to achieve its 
dazzling fi nish.

‘I’m so proud of the team who have 
achieved so much in such a short space 
of time,’ said company founder David 
Brown. 

‘It’s an amazing feeling to be delivering 
production-specifi cation vehicles to their 
delighted new owners. 

It was a fantastic coincidence to have 
three cars in red, white and blue fi nished 
and together at the same time for the 
photoshoot and just epitomises that 
David Brown Automotive really does 
represent the best of British automotive 
craftsmanship too.’

The end of 2016 and beginning of 2017 
hold some exciting announcements 
for the company in terms of a new, 
state-of-the-art build facility as well as 
announcements for future models.

Priced at £495,000 exclusive of taxes, 
Speedback GT promises exceptional 
performance and handling, hosting a 
5.0-litre V8 supercharged engine with 
510bhp and 461ft lb of torque, hitting 
0-60mph in 4.6 seconds with a top speed 
of 155mph (limited).

David Brown automotive fl ies the fl ag with 
speedback GTS in Red, White & Blue
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Bar staff  wanted
With Bar Rio, Oban

hijobs.net/job/43469

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

Trainee Reporter
Here at Wyvex Media, publisher of The Oban Times, the west 

Highland’s best-selling weekly newspaper, we pride ourselves on 
producing quality grassroots journalism.

Our weekly paid-for newspaper, the Campbeltown Courier has 
an opportunity for a bright, passionate and hungry young trainee 

reporter to join our busy team.
Based at our Campbeltown office, the person we are looking for 
will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, including shorthand, 

be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, 
understand the importance of fostering great contacts and 

knowing their patch, and be capable of working on their own 
initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper, they will be expected to take 
occasional pictures on the job, as well as contribute to our social 

media channels.
In return for all this we offer a competitive salary, great 

experience and training, as well as private health care and an 
enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus a covering letter and 
some examples of your work to: Alison Arden - ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Lomond & Argyll Advocacy Service has been working hard 
to strengthen the voice of people who use health and  

community care services since 2000. We have recently 
secured funding to develop independent advocacy for  

people with long-term health conditions across Argyll & Bute 
and are seeking to recruit: 

 

Independent Advocacy Workers (5 posts) 
 

All posts are part-time, ranging from 16 to 20 hours per 
week, and are based in: Dunoon, Oban, Lochgilphead, 

Campbeltown and Helensburgh 
 

Salary Scale AP3: £21,457 to £23,546 (pro-rata) 
 

All posts are initially funded until March 2019 
 

For a recruitment pack please telephone:  

(01389) 726543 or email: admin@laas.org.uk 
 

Closing date for return of applications 18th November 2016 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of The Scottish  
Government via ALLIANCE Scotland 

 Lomond  &  Argyll 
  Advocacy Service 

 
TRANSPORT 
MANAGER 

CPC HOLDER 
FOR HIRE

Helping with your 
transport requirements
CPC Holder for 32 years
Loyal, trustworthy and 

reliable 
Full time or part time to 

suit your needs
Call 07742 968 661

Closing date for all posts: 
18 November 2016.

To apply visit our website

Domestic Assistant (Permanent, part-time)
£14,044 - £15,356 (pro-rata)  Ardrishaig Ref: CMA00576

Pupil Escort (Permanent, part-time, term-time)
£14,044 - £15,356 (pro-rata)  Lochgilphead Ref: CTF00665

Driver/Pupil Escort (Permanent, part-time, term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765 (pro-rata)  Campbeltown Ref: CTF00969

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
Branch Manager - Jewson 

Fort William  Full time position

As a Branch Manager you will build strong relationships with staff and 
customers as you ensure sales and productivity targets are met and the 
highest standards of service are upheld.

Leading, training and developing your team while troubleshooting any 
problems that occur, you will be closely involved in everything from 
monitoring performance to co-ordinating promotional activity. An 
inspiring leader, communicator and team builder, you will also be able 
to interpret complex information and act decisively on it. But most of all, 
you will share our 100% dedication to delivering excellent customer care.

What are the benefits?

On top of a very rewarding career with a company that will always be 
committed to your development, you can look forward to a competitive 
salary, company bonus scheme, share scheme, company pension 
scheme, life assurance, staff discounts and various flexible benefits.

To apply please send CV and covering letter to 
craigj.mcpherson@jewson.co.uk

FERGUSON TRANSPORT 
& SHIPPING

GROUP MARKETING 
COORDINATOR

We are currently recruiting a full time Group Marketing Coordinator based at 
Corpach, Fort William. This post is ideally suited for an experienced marketing 
person or a marketing graduate with a minimum 2+ years experience in a busy 
marketing office environment.

Full driving licence is essential. Competent in appropriate IT skills particularly, 
Microsoft Publisher, PowerPoint and Word Press. Closing date 14th November 2016.

If you would like to apply for this position 
please contact Human Resources

Integrated Freight Facility, Annat, Corpach, 
PH33 7NN T: 01397 773840 E: hr@fergusontransport.co.uk

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER
2 POSTS (ONE BASED IN  KINTYRE ONE BASED IN 

MID-ARGYLL)
Salary Scale: Grade 6

£29,840 - £37,300 
Fyne Homes Ltd is a charitable, community based Registered Social 
Landlord owning and managing 1500 homes in Bute, Cowal, Mid-Argyll 
and Kintyre.  Fyne Homes is also a registered Property Factor providing 
factoring services to around 400 homes and has active development and 
capital investment programmes.

We are currently recruiting for 2 Technical Services Officers to join our team. 
One will be based at our Campbeltown office and cover the Kintyre area, 
the other will be based at Lochgilphead and will cover the Mid – Argyll area .

Reporting to the Technical Services Manager, you will provide an effective 
and efficient property management service as part of a team within Fyne 
Homes and work closely with the contractors delivering services under 
our Framework Agreements.  Key tasks include day to day management 
of reactive, cyclical and capital investment programmes.

It is desirable that applicants either hold or are studying towards a rel-
evant professional qualification or can demonstrate equivalent working 
knowledge and experience in the property maintenance/building sector.

The hours of work are 35 hours per week.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from

Fyne Homes Ltd
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay
Isle of Bute, PA20 0AP
Tel:  0345 607 7117
e-mail:  postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk to download a pack.

NO AGENCIES PLEASE

Closing Date: Noon on Thursday 10th November 2016
Interview Date: 22 November 2016
Fyne Homes believes in promoting equality and diversity

Registered Scottish Charity 
number SC009152
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MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
CONCRETE REPAIR WORKS TO BERTHING PIER, 

NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BOARD OBAN DEPOT, OBAN

Notice is hereby given that Northern Lighthouse Board (per 
AECOM) has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, 
in respect of concrete repair works at:

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Oban Library, 77 Albany Street, PA34 4AL, Oban
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
MCMS No. 06173
Northern Lighthouse Board (per AECOM)

Cost

Location

Northern Lighthouse 
Board Oban Depot, Oban

£250,000

 Latitude Longitude
 Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 56° 24.714’ N 005° 28.896’ W
 56° 24.704’ N 005° 28.854’ W
 56° 24.710’ N 005° 28.899’ W
 56° 24.699’ N 005° 28.858’ W
 56° 24.705’ N 005° 28.881’ W
 56° 24.704’ N 005° 28.877’ W
 56° 24.703’ N 005° 28.882’ W
 56° 24.703’ N 005° 28.879’ W

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number

16/04508/FUL

16/04746/FUL

16/04747/PIP

16/04759/FUL

Development  Address

Am Maol, Isle of Muck, 
Mallaig

Signal Rock Cottage, Torren
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Carinbrook, Banavie, Fort 
William

Land 200M SE of Tigh Na 
Drochaid, Ardgour

Proposal Description

Change the top-net support 
structures 

Erection of extension to form self 
contained unit

Erection of house

Installation of access road

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

First Registration 
of a Croft

Joan MacGillivray has 
registered her croft, 56, 
58 & 59 Banavie, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by June 9, 
2017
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number 
isC3084

Proposed Short Lease 
of a Croft

Ivy Hancock and Geoffrey 
Goulding are applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to let the whole 
croft at 1 Portnaluchaig on 
a short term lease to Joyce 
Wilkinson of Invercaimbe, 
Arisaig for 5 years.

If you consider you have 
a relevant interest in this 
application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing to the 
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or email info@
crof ting.scotland.gov.uk 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert. 

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

Argyll & Bute Council
MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

THE MARINE LICENSING (PRE-APPLICATION 
CONSULTATION) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013
Notice is hereby given that Argyll & Bute Council, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT, plans to hold a pre-application 
consultation event regarding a proposed licensable marine activity 
at North Pier, Oban. The activity consists of the construction of a 
Transit Berthing Facility which will include the installation of finger 
berths and alongside pontoon areas with floating breakwaters.
Further information, can be obtained concerning the proposed 
works from:

Kirsteen Macdonald
Regeneration Project Manager, Argyll & Bute Council, 
Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8SY

The pre-application consultation event will be held at (from 09:30 
to 17:30) on (09/12/2016 at:

Studio Theatre, Corran Halls, Number 54, The Esplanade, 
Oban PA 34 5AB

Persons wishing to provide comments on the proposed Transit 
Berthing Facility can do so by writing to the prospective applicant 
at:
kirsteen.macdonald3@argyll-bute.gov.uk,
Or by post to
Regeneration Project Manager, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 
8SY, not later than 09/12/2016
Comments should be dated and should clearly state the name 
(in block capitals) and full return email or postal address of those 
making comment. Comments made to the prospective applicant 
are not representations to the Scottish Ministers. If Argyll & Bute 
Council submits an application for a marine licence to the Scottish 
Ministers, an opportunity will be given for representations to be 
made to the Scottish Ministers on the application.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during 
their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02780/PP Installation of 9 metres high lattice 
telecommunications tower (overall structure 
height 11.5 metres) and associated works

Land South East Of Achafolla 
Cottage Isle Of Luing Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4TZ 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

16/02733/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of new 
vehicular access, installation of septic tank and 
air source heat pump

Land North West Of 
Glenegedale Lotts Port Ellen 
Isle Of Islay 

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

16/02869/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 13/02259/PPP (Site for the erection
of a dwellinghouse)

Land North West Of Mulldubh 
Upper Kilchattan Isle Of 
Colonsay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

16/02861/PP Erection of house of multiple occupation, 
installation of sewage treatment plant, air 
source heat pump and formation of vehicular 
access

Land East Of Nant Farm 
Ichrachan Taynuilt Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02758/PP Change of use of land from vacant field to 
form car park

Land North West Of Muckairn 
Church Of Scotland School 
Brae Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 
PA35 1JE 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02521/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
13/01645/PP (Erection of 9 Dwellings)

Portnahaven Boatyard King 
Street Portnahaven Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA47 7SP

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 4th November 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 1.30pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 567854.

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 18th November 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban 
from 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 562444.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

I would like to order 2017 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£11.95
including P&P

FROM £7.95
including P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2018 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95Scottish Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2017 The  ideal gift...

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW
Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
David Melville trading as Argyll Renewable Energy Limited of The 
Old Saw Mill, Loch Dochart, Crianlarich, FK20 8QS is applying for a 
licence to use The Old Saw Mill, Loch Dochart, Crianlarich, FK20 8QS 
as an operating centre for 2 goods vehicle and 1 trailer. Owners and 
occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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S CHIMNEY SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

WINDOW BLINDS BUSINESS CARDS

22 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 3 November, 2016

SKIP HIRE

TRADE SUPPLIES

COLLECTION & ASSEMBLY

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

PERSONALS

From all the family
     Jean MacFarlane

              Kilmore

Happy 95th 
birthday

     Jean MacFarlane
              Kilmore

Recently bereaved lady with many 
interests looking for a friend/companion in 
a well spoken and educated gentleman in 

similar situation to share 
Christmas and New Year. 
Age 69 - 80, car driver, 

non smoker, light 
drinker. Could meet 
soon and chat about 

venue. Apply Box No 
6729, The Oban Times, 

Oban, PA34 4HB

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 8th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special fes-
tive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Thursday 8th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

 BABY EQUIPMENT
2X MOTHERCARE BUNCH 
CHAIR red, both excellent condition   
£10 Telephone 01852 314021.
MACLAREN TRIUMPH PUSH-
CHAIR Very good condition. 
With brand new rain cover. Navy 
blue   £35 Telephone 01852 314021.

 BICYCLES
ADULT KENTEX CLASSIC TRICYCLE  
in good condition   £160 ono 
Telephone 01324 715 118 or 
01631 710 650 ².
VINTAGE CLASSIC BICYCLE  
gents, rod brakes, new tyres, 
good condition   £70 Telephone 
01631 720036.

 BUILDING / DIY
2 STEP UP platforms   £30 
Telephone 01631 563330.
2 STEP UP platform   £20 Tele-
phone 01631 563330.
ACRYLIC EGGSHELL dark 
green  £15 x 5 litre   Telephone 
01631 563330.
BUTINOX CLEAR SATIN joinery 
fi nish 1x10 litre   £60 Telephone  
01631 563330.
BUTINOX GREEN 1 x 6 litre   
£50  Telephone  01631 563330.
BUTINOX NO 2 dark brown, 1 x 2.5li-
tre   £25 Telephone  01631 563330.
BUTINOX NO 3 Java teak, 1 x 10li-
tre   £90 Telephone  01631 563330.
BUTINOX NO 3 Nut Brown, 1 x 2.5 
litre   £25 Telephone  01631 563330.
GLASS PAINT 1 x 5l dark red   
£15  Telephone 01631 563330.
GLOSS PAINT 1 x 5l, dark green   
£15 Telephone 01631 563330.
GLOSS PAINT 1 x 5l magnolia   
£15 Telephone 01631 563330.
MAHOGANY INTERNAL 
DOORS 3 X 15 panel glazed 
mahogany internal doors. Size 
762 mm X 1981 mm   £45 
Telephone 07876 515114.
PAIR STEPS 9 treads   £20 
Telephone 01631 563330.
PROFESSIONAL WALLPAPER  
Steamer   £75 Telephone  01631 
563330.
WATER BASED undercoat 
white  £18 x 5 litre  Telephone  
01631 563330.
WATER BASED GLOSS white, 
£18 x 5 litre  Telephone  01631 
563330.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CORSA WHEEL TRIMS 
genuine trims to fi t 185/65R 15, 
Lochgilphead   £10 Telephone 
07899 673782.

ROOF BARS Peugeot partner 
combi 2004 roof bars good condition   
£30 Telephone 07546 511807.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

LANDROVER FREELANDER 
3DR, 2.0L diesel, W reg, for 
spares or repair, no MOT   £200 
Telephone 01583 421436 ².

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

HAND KNITTED Harris wool 
socks, £5 per pair inc postage.  
Mrs MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle 
of Lewis, HS29DU
FLY LONDON BOOTS Mes 2 
ladies leather boots, camel, as 
new, size 4 (37)   £45 Telephone 
07809 678443.
G-STAR WOMEN lightweight, 
quilted slimfi t Whistler hooded 
coat in dark blue, new, size small   
£50 Telephone 07809 678443.
HIGH VIS JACKET and waistcoat   
£15 Telephone 01631 563330.
JOULES LADIES JACKET  
Holthorpe feather and down 
padded jacket, dark blue, size 
10, never worn, as new   £45 
Telephone 07809 678443.
RAB LADIES JACKET Microl-
ight Alpine lightweight down 
jacket, black, as new, size 10   
£95 Telephone 07809 678443.
WHITE BIB AND BRACE 
overalls   £10 Telephone 01631 
563330.
WHITE BOILER SUIT 48” chest   
£15 Telephone 01631 563330.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DYSON BALL VACUUM 
CLEANER DC24, lightweight, 
good condition   £60 Telephone 
01499 500621.
HEATED HOSTESS TRAY   
Including warming compartment 
& serving dishes, in as new 
condition   £50 Telephone 07934 
491712.
HOOVER  Dyson, upright 
hoover, excellent condition, all 
attachments and instruction 
manual   £60 Telephone 01546 
602253.

 DOMESTIC PETS
2 SPRINGER SPANIEL PUP-
PIES male, ten weeks old, from 
health checked parents, KC 
registered, microchipped, vet 
checked.  Argyllshire area, ready 

now   £550 each Telephone 
01546 603650 ².
COLLIE BITCH young collie 
bitch, started working   Tele-
phone 07825 038955 ².

SIBERIAN HUSKY Pure breed 
10 months bitch, fully vaccinated 
and micro-chipped, genuine 
reason for reluctant sale, ex-
perienced dog owner preferred   
£500ono Telephone 01688 
302356 ².

 FIREARMS
.22 CZ RIFLE  with scope and 
moderator. FAC holders only   
£99 Telephone 07464 240567.
BERETTA 682 GOLD E EX DEMO 
GUN ex demo gun £2200, 
Fabarm semi-auto Eurolyon, 
vgc £500, Ruger MK1 22-250 T8 
sound mod £450, FAC required 
Telephone 07990 886646.
LANBER 12G O/U  Lanber 
12g game gun, multichoke, 
chokes, key and bag included. 
Also Baikal fi xed choke (3/4 and 
full) £150, FAC required   £300 
Telephone 07402 302408 ².
STYER MANNLICHER 270 with 
Swarovski 6 X 42 scope plus 
Harris bipod. FAC holders only  
Best offer over £600 Telephone 
07464 240567.

 FURNITURE
CREAM FABRIC SOFA  Very 
good condition, very little usage. 
Height 81.5cm Length 206cm 
Depth96.5cm Photo available on-
line   £99 Telephone 07749 839086.
SET OF 4 MODERN DINING 
CHAIRS BRAND NEW, solid 
light oak legs with teal uphol-
stery, cost £360.00. Barcaldine   
£95 Telephone 07714 259616.
SINGLE BEDS  2 nesting sin-
gle beds. Metal frames, sprung 
mattresses. 6’6” x 2’6” very 
good condition   £25 Telephone 
01855 821279.
TWO SEATER SOFA brown 
leather, excellent condition   £50 
Telephone 07717 887742.

 GARDEN
TOP SOIL loaded into your trailer 
or tipper lorry   FREE Telephone 
01631 564848 Call Offi ce Hours.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

WALL FIRE with white pebbles 
and remote control, 520w x 660w. 
4 years old excellent condition.  
Same as Argos page 896   £40 
ono Telephone 01631 563272.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD  
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

DVD PLAYER Technica, new, 
unboxed, buyer uplift, mob 
07468 171310   £10 Telephone 
01631 564002.
MISSION SPEAKERS two (20” 
high), plus fl oor stands, buyer 
uplift, mob 07468 171310    £60  
Telephone 01631 564002.
SOUND SYSTEM Samsung 
Surround, buyer uplift, mob 
07468 171310   £20 Telephone 
01631 564002.
TELEVISION JVC 32” TV, buyer 
uplift, mob 07468 171310    £20 
Telephone 01631 564002.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
3-PIECE SUITE  Light brown 
suite, fl oral motif cushions. 
3-seater settee, 2 armchairs, fi re 
safety labels. Good cond, photos 
avail (Connel)   £99 Telephone 
07592 761213.
CURTAINS X 2 EYELET RING-
TOP   Modern stripe called blue 
mix 64 in drop 54 in wide 50%cot 
50% poly lining same. Used in No 
Smoking house. Can email pic   
£15 Telephone 07714 753206.

 HOME OFFICE
3 IN 1 TOUCH SCREEN PRINT-
ER HP printer, scanner, copier with 
new unopened black & colour ink 
cartridges.  Full working order   £30   
Telephone 07747 427023.
PRINTER  Lexmark, printer, scan-
ner, and photocopier, excellent 
condition with instruction booklet   
£20 Telephone 01546 602253.
PRINTER CARTRIDGES Two 
colour and two black HP ink car-

tridges along with free HP working 
printer. £40 or nearest offer   £40 
Telephone 01631 567188.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

SUITCASES 2 suitcases suitable 
for cabin luggage with wheels and 
handles, 55x40x20cm  £7 each    
Telephone 07810 577109.
VANGO RUCKSACK vango sher-
pa 50-10 rucksack good condition   
£25 Telephone 07546 511807.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography of 
some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 

of Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized calen-
dar. Places include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, Campbel-
town, Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BESTWAY HYDROFORCE 
WAVELITE 2 Bestway2 seat, 

Infl atable Kayak, with paddles. 
Brand new boxed   £50 Telephone 
01852 314021.

 PET ACCESSORIES
RABBIT FOOD 15kg  Chudleys 
Rabbit Royale, dated 17/3/17   
£10 Telephone 01880 770219.

 WANTED
DOLL’S HOUSE wanted old 
doll’s house with furniture if pos-
sible   Telephone 01631 566284.
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS looking 
for household items.  Electric 
cooker, microwave, hoover, 
dining table, wardrobe etc. Rea-
sonably priced. Campbeltown 
area, jprouse96@gmail.com   
Telephone 07926 384677 ².
JIB FURLING GEAR wanted 
secondhand light-duty jib furling 

gear suitable for sail 12M2.  
Plastima 406 or similar.  Please 
contact James Knight   Tele-
phone 01680 812167.
OLD SEADOG NEEDED with 
good knowledge of 40ft wooden 
sailing sloops, to advise and 
help with maintenance, think 
you fi t the bill. Costs reimbursed. 
Please write to Box No 6728 The 
Oban Times, Oban PA34 4HB

 WORKWEAR
STIHL CHAINSAW BOOTS 
stihl, class 2, rubber chainsaw 
boots, size 43, very little wear   
£25 Telephone 07546 511807.

CUDDLY KITTENS

Two months old, looking 
for a cosy home, female, 

for free, able to be 
picked up at the end of 

November
01583 421434

Emmy Dam 
Donaldson

We would like to thank all 
our friends and family for 
the overwhelming support 

since the sad passing of our 
beautiful mother, daughter 

and sister Emmy Dam 
Donaldson on October 7, 

2016. With love Ferm, Koni, 
Ian, Tordis and Nicky.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

MACLEOD - SEATTER
Joe and Sèonaid MacLeod, Shielfoot, Acharacle are 

delighted to announce the marriage of  their son Craig to 
Beth, daughter of Joyce Muir and Iain Seatter, Orkney on 

June 4, 2016 in Kirkwall. Craig is the grandson of Jenny and 
the late Alan MacPherson, Ardtoe.

WEDDING

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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Moderator Designate for Church of 
Scotland General Assembly 2017-18 
announced as Rev Derek Browning
A MINISTER who played 
a key role in establishing the 
Church of Scotland’s biggest 
annual open-air festival 
has been named as the next 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly.

The Rev Dr Derek 
Browning, who says the 
5,000 people who attend the 
Heart and Soul festival in 
Edinburgh’s Princes Street 
Gardens each May receive a 
fantastic glimpse into the work 
carried out by the church, will 
take over the role in May 2017.

The 54-year-old, who has 
served Morningside Parish 
Church in Edinburgh since 
2001, said: ‘Being nominated 
as moderator is the greatest 
honour the Church of 
Scotland can bestow. It is a 
huge privilege.’

Dr Browning, who 
graduated with the degree 
of Doctor of Ministry at 
Princeton Theological 
Seminary in the United States 
in 1997, will succeed the 
Right Rev Dr Russell Barr 
as the Church of Scotland’s 
ambassador at home and 
abroad.

He read history at Corpus 
Christi College in Oxford, 
and opted to train for the 
ministry ahead of pursuing 
other graduate career options 
such as working for the BBC 
in London and the oil giant 
Shell.

Dr Browning, who is also a 
graduate of St Mary’s College 
in St Andrews, was ordained 
at Cupar Old Parish Church 
in Fife in 1987. 

‘I was in my early 20s when 
I felt a call not only to be a 
Christian, but to become a 
minister,’ he said.

‘For some people this is a 
gradual realisation, but for 
me it was a sudden awakening 
that I couldn’t put off until I 
had dealt with the questions 
it posed, and explored the 
possibility. 

‘My ministry afterwards has 
stuck with those two themes: 
dealing with questions and 
exploring possibilities.’

Dr Browning said the 
church is evolving. ‘Structures 
and organi sations around us 
continue to change, but the 
big questions about who we 
are, why we are here and what 
must we do and be are the 
ones people continue to ask,’ 
he added.

‘These are challenging times 
for people of faith and for the 
church.

‘An American colleague 
said recently, “The church 
isn’t dying, it’s re-forming”.

‘Re-forming is a costly and 
unsettling process but a fit-for-
purpose 21st-century church 
must have the resilience and 
the flexibility to be unashamed 
of its faith in Jesus Christ, and 
practical in its living out of 
that faith.’

Dr Browning, who enjoys 
cooking, the performing arts, 
cinema and theatre in his 
spare time, has served in the 
church in several capacities in 
St Andrews and Edinburgh 
presbyteries and also at a 
national level.

He is currently the convener 
of the General Assembly’s 
business committee, which 
also has responsibility for the 
Heart and Soul event.

Dr Browning, who has 
contributed to BBC Radio 
Two’s ‘Pause for Thought’ 
programme, said: ‘The theme 

for Heart and Soul 2017 is 
Word of Life and this rich 
and layered theme speaks 
to me about many things 
but inclusion is one of those 
words of life. The issue of 
social inclusion is a key one in 
society and the church.’

Dr Browning, a former 
pupil of North Berwick High 
School, said he believes social 
inclusion is clearly a ‘gospel 
issue’ and hopes to use his 
time as moderator to highlight 
ongoing work carried out by 
churches that support people 
on the margins of society.

‘People find themselves 
excluded for all sorts of 
reasons and the church must 
play a role in bridging the 
gaps between individuals, 
communities and nations,’ he 
added.

‘The church has much to 
offer and has much to learn. 
Jesus was often found not 
only at the heart and centre of 
things but also on the fringes 
and the margins and that is 
where the church must be.’

Dr Browning said the church 
must recognise that society is 
changing and must respond 
accordingly.

‘The challenge facing 
the church is bound to 
going to where there is 
vulnerability and need and 
offering welcome, hope and 
acceptance.

‘I believe in a ministry 
of presence and chap-
laincies in hospitals and 
the armed forces, univer-
sities and schools, workplace 
chaplaincies and chaplaincies 
to groups on the fringes of 
society, taking the work of 
the church outwards to where 
people are.’

WARDROP - ARENDT 
Albert and Helen Wardrop have pleasure in announcing 
the recent marriage of their daughter Susanne to Mr Iain 

Arendt at Grange Manor Hotel, Grangemouth.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Thought for the week

BLISSFUL sleep! What would we do 
without it? Dead to the world. Our 
troubles forgotten. Anything can be 
happening, and we are not aware 
of it. And that’s the point. Sleep is 
great, but there are times we need to 
have our wits about us. 

These words were originally written 
to Christians, but they could be for 
any of us. Are we conscious of our 
relationship with God or just drift 
along? Have we forgotten how Christ 
helped us to see things differently? 
How he gave us hope, and led us into 
a better lifestyle? Do we press on, or 
have we slipped back? Do we love 
him or forget him? Do we care about 
what he can do for the people around 
us? Would we be glad or ashamed if 

he returned today? Living with him, 
or dead to the world? 

The alarm goes off. It’s dark; we 
wonder where we are and what’s 
happening. Perhaps we wake up 
to spiritual confusion. But one of 
the best things about the gospel is 
that Christ never makes demands 
without offering his help. ‘Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.’ He never turns away a sincere 
questioner. So let’s believe he is a real 
person. Speak to him, knowing he is 
hearing and will give us an answer. 
Read his words in the Bible, and he 
‘will shine on you.’

Archie McPhail

‘Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.’ (Ephesians 5:14)

GOLDEN WEDDING

BYRNE - CROFTON - 
At St Mary and St Finnan, 
Glenfi nnan by the late Bishop 
Colin MacPherson on October 
19, 1966, Lawrie to Ellen.

DEATHS

BOLTON - Allan (Ginger). 
Died peacefully at home with 
his family on October 28, 
2016. Wonderful and much 
loved dad to four daughters 
Aileen, Barbara, Fiona, and 
Susan, and married for many 
years to their mum, Sandra, 
with whom he remained close 
friends. Beloved son of the late 
Joe and Etta, loving brother 
to Joe, Duncan, Susan and 
the late William, dear father-
in-law, brother-in-law and 
uncle to nephews and nieces 
at home and abroad. Funeral/
remembrance service on 
Tuesday,  November 8 at The 
West End Hotel at 12 noon for 
anyone who would like to pay 
respects / join us in celebrating 
his life (colourful attire 
welcome) thereafter to Glen 
Nevis Cemetery. His daughters 
would be very glad to hear 
from anyone with photos or 
stories they can share about 
him (please send to Barbara.
bolton@gmail.com).
CAIRNS - Peacefully at 
Campbeltown Hospital on 
October 25, 2016, Duncan 
MacDonald Cairns in his 
86th year, Lochside, Moss 
Road, Campbeltown. Dearly 
beloved husband of Maura, 
much loved father of Shirli 
(Szwak), Neil, Bobby, James, 
Maria and the late Mary. Dear 
father-in-law of Rhona and 
friend of Iain. Loving granda 
and great-granda, brother and 
uncle. He will be sadly missed. 
Funeral service was held 
in Campbeltown on Friday, 
October 28 and commital at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Monday, October 31, 2016.
COOK - Peacefully at home 
with her family by her side, 
on November 1, 2016, aged 
66 years, Rosalyn, beloved 
wife of John, much loved 
mum of Mark, Paul & 
Gillian, a dear mother-in-
law and granny.
FREW - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on October 26, 2016, in his 
71st year, George, beloved 
husband of Jessie, loving 
dad of Iain and Jimmy and a 
dear father-in-law, grandpa 
and brother. Funeral will 
take place from Muckairn 
Parish Church, Taynuilt on 
Friday, November 4, 2016 at 
10.00am. Interment will take 
place at Kilmallie Cemetery, 

Corpach at 1.00 pm. Family 
fl owers only, please. Retiring 
collection/donations if desired 
for Macmillan Day Unit, Oban.
MACDOUGALL - 
Peacefully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on October 
26, 2016, Duncan, dear 
husband of Christine, much 
loved dad of Duncan, Finlay 
and Christine, father-in-law to 
Stuart and Gemma. Treasured 
papa to Amanda, Laura, Colin, 
James, Alastair, Eve, Aimee, 
great-papa to baby Arleigh. 
Dear brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle and a great friend to 
many. Funeral service on 
Monday, November 7 at 1pm 
in the Corran Halls, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir. Family fl owers 
only please. Donations if 
desired for Oban and Lorn 
Dementia Support Group. 
PAYNE - Edwin Cornelius 
(Eddie) on October 21, 
2016, peacefully at home in 
Oban, Scotland, previously 
50 years in Santa Barbara, 
California, beloved husband 
of the late Maureen, a very 
special uncle, great-uncle 
and friend, will be sorely 
missed. Funeral service at 
Cardross Creamatorium 
(today) Thursday November 
3 at 3.15pm. Karen, Edwin 
and family would sincerely 
like to thank Heather 
MacKinnon, Nicola and 
Ruth for their tender care 
and consideration, Connel 
surgery, district nurses and 
Marie Curie nurses, all in 
Ward B and Ward I, Dr 
Clark and all the girls in 
the Macmillan Ward. Thank 
you to Michael and his 
team on the Knapdale Ward, 
Lochgilphead, who not only 
took special care of Eddie 
but gave us huge support. A 
special thank you to Dr Fattah 
for his care, compassion and 
professionalism throughout 
the diffi cult times. We will 
always be grateful that Eddie 
managed to stay at home. 
R.I.P Eddie. A memory is a 
keepsake of time that lives 
forever in the heart.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GRAHAM - The family 
of the late Donnie Graham 
would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks to all the truly 
dedicated professionals who 
cared for him over the past 
months and so enabled him to 
remain in his own home until 
the end. They also thank their 
many friends and relatives 
for so many tokens of love 
and sympathy. Many thanks 
to Ian MacInnes and the 
staff of D&A Munn for their 
helpfulness and effi ciency 

as well as to the staff at the 
Royal Hotel. Heartfelt thanks 
to the Rev James Beaton 
for the moving service of 
thanksgiving. They also very 
much appreciated the many 
friends who came to Donnie’s 
funeral service. A retiral 
collection raised the sum of 
£1249 for A.B.C.D, Oban.
JOHNSTONE - The family 
of the late Ena Johnstone 
would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
their many kind expressions 
of sympathy received 
following our recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to Father 
James MacNeil for a beautiful 
mass and spiritual comfort. 
Grateful thanks to Catriona 
MacFarlane at Hamish Hoey 
Funeral Directors. Many 
thanks to the staff at the 
Rowantree Hotel. The sum 
of £456.00 was raised for St 
Columba’s Cathedral Fund.
TURNER -  The family of 
the late Irene Turner wish 
to thank sincerely friends, 
relatives and the community 
for their kindness, sympathy 
and support during this time 
of sadness. Heartfelt  thanks 
to the staff of the Belford  
Hospital for looking after  
Irene during her recent 
illness. Thanks to the Rev 
R Corbett for his support 
and particular thanks to 
Scott at John McLellan 
Funeral Directors for 
kindness and effi ciency. A 
retiral collection of £568.87 
was raised for the Belford 
Hospital funds.

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In memory of a 
loving wife and mother Christine, 
who died November 7, 2015.
Miss you always and love you forever
- Inserted by her husband Ian and 
sons, Daniel, Jamie and Lewis
CLARK - In loving memory 
of a special mum, Maureen, 
who died November 8, 2014.
Always in our thoughts
- Susan, Stephen and Michael

DONALDSON - In loving 
memory of our mother Mary 
(Maisie) Donaldson on 
November 5, 2011. 
Its been fi ve years since you 
were taken away from us and 
never a day goes by when you 
are not in our thoughts
You left a hole in our lives 
when you were taken from us 
but a warm glow in our hearts 
when we think of you
We love you and miss you 
every day but your legacy 
lives on in your children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren
Gone but never forgotten.
- From the Donaldson family
GRANT - John Duncan 
(Iain). Treasured memories of 
our much loved brother, who 
passed on November 4, 2008.
You are in our thoughts every 
day and we miss you x
- Love Margaret, Neil, Donald 
and families
PARKER - In memory of a dear 
husband Malcolm Parker, who 
died on November 3, 2015.
You left me so soon, no words 
or farewells
But in your heart you loved me 
and I loved you
Memories you gave will not fade
Sleep well, I love you for ever more
- Irene xx
PROSSER - In loving 
memory of James, a dear 
brother, uncle and great-uncle, 
who died November 1, 2007.
Missing you always.  Remembered 
forever with love.
- Betty and all the family
WHITEHEAD - In loving 
memory of our beloved dad 
Walter Whitehead, died 
November 11, 2006.
You gave us many things in life
Gifts both great and small
But most of all you gave us love 
The greatest gift of all
Love and missed always.
- Christine, Alistair, Elizabeth, 
Michael, Fiona and family.
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Rugby

Argyll and Bute                 10
Lanark                                20     
BT West Division 4

THE 30th annual Tiree Wave 
Classic took place last week 
and it ‘had it all’. 

The event, which was founded 
in 1986, is the longest running 
windsurfing event in the world. 

The event started on Saturday 
October 15 and finished a week 
later on October 22. 

As well as the main competi-

Winner of the professional section at the Tiree Wave Classis was Phil Horrocks.  Photograph: Richard Whitson.

Tiree surfer Tristan Levie pulling o�  a push-loop during the AMS double elimination � nal.
Photograph: Richard Whitson. 

Tiree Wave Classic is the world’s 
longest running windsurfi ng event

tions, there was a youth camp 
running alongside the event.

Phil Horrocks, who was the 
overall professional winner 
of the 2016 classic, posted on 
social media after the event. 

He said: ‘A great week at the 
30th Tiree Wave Classic. Some 
top drawer sailing and super 
fun conditions, mixed in with 

beautiful weather and surfing 
rounding it off nicely. We had 
it all.

‘Really happy with how it all 
went. There was some great 
sailing from everyone.’

Results of the Tiree Wave 
Classic were: Professionals - 1 
Phil Horrocks; 2 Andy ‘Bubble’ 
Chambers; 3 Chris ‘Muzza’ 

Murray. Amateurs - 1 Louis 
Morris; 2 Tristan Levie;  3 Jack 
Pettit. Ladies - 1 Sarah Bibby;  
2 Blue Martin; 3 Jenna Pettit. 
Masters - 1 Justin Denington; 2 
Graham Pettit; 3 John Maclaw-
rence.

Windsur� ng

Spectators get a bird’s eye view of the action. Photograph: Timmy Vowles.

Surfers in action at Balephuil.

William Angus of Tiree’s Wild Diamond Watersports is one of the 
organisers of the Wave Classic. Photograph: Timmy Vowles.Andy ‘Bubble’ Chambers in action. Photograph: Malcolm Steel.

Under-18s
OBAN’S U-18 fixture away to Cartha Queens 
Park was postponed on Saturday at the agreement 
of both clubs. This Saturday the U-18s make the 
long trip to take on Newton Stewart RFC looking 
to avenge a 47-7 home defeat from the first game 
of the season

Under-16s
OBAN’S U-16 side put in a strong performance 
on Sunday to defeat Cambuslang in the North 
U-16 league.
 With the score narrow at 7-0 at the break, Oban 
eased ahead in the second half to record a well- 
deserved 24-10 win against a well-organised 
Cambuslang team. 
 The Oban side have improved vastly since the 
start of the season mainly because of the high 
number of fixtures fulfilled. Between club and 
school games, the team have played 10 matches 
since August.

This Sunday the U-16s are again in home action 
as they welcome Hillhead Jordanhill to Glen-
cruitten.

Under-14 and Under- 13s
The Oban U-14 and U-13 sides hosted Garnock 

RFC at Glencruitten on Sunday. Oban won the 
game 48-26 with the game being split into thirds 
to allow all available players game time.
 Scrum half Kenni Gray and front row Dougie 
MacDonald were the stand-outs for Oban in an 
entertaining game.

This week both the U-13s and U-14s are away 
from home.

School rugby
OBAN High School will be hosting S1, S2 
and S3/4 teams from Eastwood Academy on 
Friday November 4 in the mid week T4 Schools 
Conference. The games kick off at 12.30pm at 
Glencruitten.

Mini rugby
OBAN’S Mini Rugby section is hosting an Argyll 
and Bute Mini Rugby Festival this Saturday.
 Etive Vikings, Mull, Mid Argyll and Lochaber 
have all been invited. Games kick off at noon at 
Glencruitten.

Oban’s Mini Rugby training has moved back 
indoors for this term.

Training is held every Wednesday evening from 
6-7pm at Atlantis Leisure, Oban.

New players are more than welcome to go along 
and give rugby a try.

ARGYLL and Bute welcomed 
second-placed Lanark Rugby 
Football Club to Glencruitten 
on Saturday. 

The game was played on the 
Glen 3 pitch, the first fixture 
played there this season after 
Oban Lorne donated sand to 
make the pitch safe.

The home side fielded a 
strong side of 19 players includ-
ing 17-year-olds Daniel Speirs 
and Alex Houston who would 
make their senior rugby debuts.

Lanark had lots of possession 
in the opening exchanges of the 
match but could not break free 
from their own half coming 
up against some powerful 
Argyll defence. The visitors did 
eventually make some gain in 
territory and were awarded a Youth rugby round-up

Argyll lose out to Lanark at Glen 3
five-metre scrum after a biz-
zare decision from the referee 
who claimed the ball had been 
taken out of the dead ball area 
by an Argyll player when, in 
fact, the player in question was 
several metres within the pitch.

With Lanark’s scrummaging 
power aided by the natural 
slope to the Glen 3 pitch, the 
visitors recycled possession well 
and eventually scored beneath  
the posts for an early 7-0 lead.

Argyll refused to let this dent 
their confidence and stormed 
back into the game after 
securing possession from the 
resulting kick-off. 

The hosts narrowed the lead 
with a well taken penalty kick 
from scrum half Niall MacFar-
lane.

Both teams were falling foul 
of the referee’s whistle at the 
breakdown with the game 
stopping almost every couple of 

phases of play for an infringe-
ment. Lanark held most of the 
possession in the first half as 
Argyll struggled to keep the 
ball for long enough to mount 
any serious attacks.

Argyll’s tiring defence was 
breached allowing the visitors 
another five-metre scrum.  
After being held up on one oc-
casion, the visitors scored from 
their second attacking play to 
extend their lead to 12-3.

At half-time Argyll knew 
they had been competing well 
in most areas of the match but 
would need to secure more 
possession in the second half to 
get back into the game.

Argyll did improve in the 
last 40 minutes with good 
runs coming from prop Daniel 
Kemp, winger Alex Jobin and 
centre David Thurman. 

Lanark increased their lead 
mid way into the half with an-

other try and a penalty taking 
the score to 20-3. 

Despite trailing 20-3, Argyll 
refused to give up and dom-
inated the last 10 minutes of 
the match. Eventually Argyll 
scored the try their efforts 
deserved with Ben McNiven 
touching down with two min-
utes remaining leaving the final 
score 20-10 in Lanark’s favour.

Argyll were pleased with 
their overall performance in 
the game, particularly their 
second half showing. Much 
improvement is required at the 
breakdown and the lineouts.

Shawlands RFC welcome 
Argyll and Bute to Dumbreck 
in Glasgow this Saturday for 
the second meeting between 
the teams this season. 

Argyll will be looking for 
revenge after a narrow home 
defeat to the same opposition 
early in the season.

OBAN Lorne welcomed Allan 
Glens to Glencruitten last 
Saturday looking to overturn 
a 30-15 defeat suffered away 
from home to Glens earlier in 
the season.
 The Green Machine fielded 
a strong side for the game with 
captain Craig Wright back in 
the side after recovering from 
injury. There was also a first 
home appearance from prop 
Rhys Brodie.

Oban found themselves in 

Oban Lorne   12         
Allan Glens       24                            
BT West Division 1

control of the game and led 
12-5 at halftime. The visitors 
hit back aided by a man-of-the 
match performance from their 
outside centre who ran in three 
second half tries against the 
run of play to win 24-12.

This was the most disappoint-
ing outcome of any Oban Lorne 
fixture this season, particularly 
because the match was played 
at home. Despite recent wins 
against Helensburgh and Car-
rick, the Green Machne find 
themselves languishing near 
the foot of the league table with 
only Argyll rivals Helensburgh 
and Ayrshire side Irvine be-
neath them. Although the team 

find themselves in the lower 
reaches of the league, things 
can change quickly in what is a 
close, competitive league.

Oban travel to face league 
leaders East Kilbride this Sat-
urday for a re-match of the first 
league game of the season when 
EK won 13-8 at Glencruitten.

With seven league places 
between the teams, Oban are 
still confident of claiming a 
result against a side which has 
stuttered in recent weeks.

Kick off is 2pm in East Kil-
bride.

Defeat sees Lorne languish 
near foot of the table

A scrum during the Under 16s 24-10 win over Cambuslang.
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Moto3

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Athletics

Run for the community, 
by the community

# Did you 
know?

ATLANTIS Leisure offers 
personal training. Kirsty 
Summers is one of our fantastic 
personal trainers. 

Kirsty believes that improved 
health brings a positive attitude 
and increased confidence. 

With 15 years of fitness and 
sports knowledge to help you 
achieve your goals, she will use 
her experience to keep your 
training varied and interesting.

Kirsty currently works with 
a huge variety of clients from 
fitness fanatics to Healthy Op-
tions clients just starting their 
fitness journey (even at age of 
70 or more). 

All you need to bring is posi-
tivity and commitment – the re-
sults are guaranteed to follow.

• Level 3 Personal Trainer
• Level GP referral
• Level 2 Exercise to Music
• Level 2 Swimming
Check out Kirsty’s Work Out 

of the Week on our Atlantis’ 
YouTube channel.

To book an appointment or for 
more information email kirsty.
summers@atlantisleisure.co.uk.

AdvertorialJohn McPhee leaves hospital 
after horror crash

STORNOWAY Running and 
Athletics Club (SRAC) was 
‘up and running’ again as part 
of Mod nan Eilean’s Royal 
National Mod week.

For more than 100 years, 
An Comunn Gàidhealach has 
followed its motto of Ar Ca-
nain ’s ar Ceol - our language 
and our music. In advance of 
an Comunn’s week-long cele-
bration of the Gaeltacht’s rich 
heritage, SRAC ran from Oban 
to Stornoway. 
 Ten SRAC runners, lead by 
stalwarts Tony Robson and 
Jim Bruce and Calbost Harrier 
Norrie MacKay, ran the 162 
miles carrying a message from 
last year’s hosts Oban to be 
read at the opening ceremony 
in An Lantair, Stornoway.

Tony, Jim and Norrie were 

FOLLOWING his recent acci-
dent in the Australian Moto3 
Grand Prix at Phillip Island, 
Connel’s John McPhee was 
taken to the St Kilda Alfred 
Hospital in Melbourne.

Following tests at the hospi-

John’s Racing Steps Foundation team-mate Albert Arenas visited him in the medical centre at the 
Phillip Island race circuit after the accident. 

tal, doctors found that both of 
his lungs had been perforated 
in the crash and at present he 
has lost around 40 per cent of 
their function. 

John has been told his lungs 
will heal naturally but it will 

take some weeks for them to be 
back to normal.

He can exercise gently to help 
their healing and has a further 
appointment to check progress.

John also broke his right 
thumb in the accident and this 

has now been operated on.  As 
a result of his perforated lungs, 
John will not be able to fly for 
another month or so which 
leaves him stranded in Aus-
tralia until they heal and the 
trapped air between the lungs 
and chest wall dissipates.

John’s parents Alasdair and 
Margaret have flown over to be 
with him.

He is staying positive, but is 
naturally frustrated his recov-
ery will take some time. He will 
not only miss the last two races 
this year, just when his crew had 
got his Peugeot bike perform-
ing at its best, but may now be 
excluded from end-of-season 
tests to prepare for next year.

‘I’m very comfortable,’ said 
John, ‘and the staff at the Phil-
ip Island circuit, the clinical 
mobile unit and at the hospital 
were fantastic.

‘Considering the bang I had, 
I don’t feel that bad and now 
I just want to get back to full 
fitness as soon as possible.’

He was releasd from hospital 
at the weekend.

John thanks everyone for 
their messages of support on 
Facebook and Twitter. 

‘It means a great deal to me,’ 
he said.

Convener of Oban’s local committee for last year’s Royal National Mod, Duncan
 Macdonald, � fth from the left, hands over the scroll to members of Stornoway Running 

Club before their 162-mile run from Oban to Stornoway.

Make your way to Stornoway
taking part in their third Mod 
Relay, the only runners to have 
completed all three events. As 
their limbs slow with age, they 
were delighted to have club 
speedster Norman Ferguson 
and international member Ger-
ald Kalchauer, who travelled 
from Linz, Austria, running 
with the team.

The previous relays have been 
the 153 miles between Thurso 
and Stornoway - the long way 
- in 2011 and the road between 
Perth and Stornoway, all 190 
miles of it, in 2005.

The team collects donations 
en route and when passing 
Dalwhinnie Distillery during 
the 2005 run the team was 
gifted a bottle of malt from the 
distillery.

The following relay of 2011 

had pre-arranged stops at Old 
Pultney, Clynlish and Balblair 
distilleries and the bottles were 
auctioned for the cause. Keep-
ing with tradition, the team 
popped into Oban Distillery 
at the start of this year’s event. 
En route, the team visited Ben 
Nevis and Glen Ord Distill-
eries. Their contributions are 
appreciated and will be added 
to the other money collected.

The team running to promote 
the 125th Royal National Mod 
in Lewis was raising funds for 
the RNLI and Macmillan Can-
cer Support. Donations can be 
made through SRAC members 
or by donating to its Just Giving 
page.

Prizewinners at Taynuilt Golf Club. David Howie and Anne MacCalman were this year’s club champions.

John McPhee after the operation on his broken thumb.

Oban Saints Under 17s travelled to play their counterparts at Fort William FC last Sunday. The game was played on the 
all-weather pitch at Lochaber High School with the Oban boys turning in a � ne performance winning 3-0 thanks

to goals from Daniel MacCuish (2) and Craig Easton. Photograph: Mark Rydings.
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tape your 
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3900
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

I Wilson
Aonachan Gdns
Spean Bridge

I Sandison
Claggan
Fort William

Personal trainer 
Kirsty Summers
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine Harvest Premiership - Final Table
                    P       W      D      L       F      A       Pts
Newtonmore  18      16      2       0      74     15      34
Kyles Athletic  18      10      5       3      52     23      25    
Oban Camanachd  18      11      3       4      35     25      25
Kinlochshiel  18      10      3       5      40     26      23
Kingussie  18       6       3       9      27     35      15  
Glenurquhart  18       6       3       9      26     41      15
Lovat   18       7       1      10     29     45      15  
Lochaber  18       4       6       8      27     42      14  
Skye   18       2       8       8      19     38      12 
Fort William  18       0       2      16     15     54       2

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

THERE were contrasting for-
tunes at the Eilan as Newton-
more celebrated their seventh 
successive title triumph whilst 
Skye Camanachd dropped 
down to the Marine Harvest 
National Division following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
October 29.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 4 
Skye Camanachd 1
Newtonmore celebrated a sev-
enth successive title success fol-
lowing a 4-1 win over a spirited 
Skye Camanachd side, a result 
which means the islanders will 
play Marine Harvest National 
Division shinty next season. 

With all of Newtonmore’s 
previous six title presentations 
taking place away from the 
Eilan, this was a rare chance for 
Paul John MacKintosh’s side to 
celebrate their league success 
with their home support. 

After a year in shinty’s top 
flight, Skye knew their best 
hope of beating the drop was 
to win the game by two clear 
goals. That unlikely outcome 
would have relegated Lochaber. 
Indeed, any Skye win coupled 
with a heavy Kingussie loss at 
Tighnabruaich would also have 
saved John MacLeod’s side, but 
that seemed an even less likely 
outcome. 

Newtonmore had Glen 
MacKintosh, Norman Camp-
bell, Drew MacDonald, Iain 
Robinson and Jamie Robinson 
back after they missed the 2-2 
draw with Kyles Athletic at the 
Eilan a fortnight earlier. The 
first four started on the bench, 
with Jamie Robinson taking 
up a place in the heart of the 
midfield. Liam Mullender was 
suspended. 

Skye boss John MacLeod 
was without Danny Morrison 
who was on holiday, whilst Iain 
Nicolson was working. There 
were call-ups for brothers Ally 
‘Spod’ MacLeod and Iain Ma-
cLeod and both started on the 
bench. 

There was a chance for the 
home side when Evan Menzies 
pounced on a defensive slip in 
the opening minute, but he was 
unable to score. 

Seven in a row for ’More but Skye 
relegated to National Division

Newtonmore captain Steven Macdonald receives the Marine Harvest Trophy from Steve 
Bracken, Marine Harvest support manager.

Newtonmore - 2016 Marine Harvest Premiership Champions.
Photos: Neil Paterson

Newtonmore won their seventh championship in a row this year and pictured are the six players 
who have picked up all seven winners’ medals.  Back: Andy MacKintosh, Jamie Robinson and Paul 

MacArthur. Front: Norman Campbell, Steven MacDonald and Glen MacKintosh.

Skye made a bright start to 
the game and, with their centre 
line winning the early midfield 
battle, they provided plenty 
balls for their forward line and 
they had a couple of chances to 
break the deadlock.  

It was Newtonmore who took 
the lead on 18 minutes though  
when Evan Menzies controlled 
the ball around 20 yards from 
goal before turning and smash-
ing a shoulder-high shot into 
the net to make it 1-0.

Fraser MacKintosh added a 
second just five minutes later 
when he used all of his 6 foot 5 
inch frame to stretch and take 
down a ball from the left at the 
edge of the ‘D’ and was allowed 
time to flick the ball home on 
his left side. 

Although a Jamie Robinson 
shot from 40 yards out came 
back off the Skye crossbar on 
27 minutes, Skye were always 
in the game and pulled a goal 
back on 36 minutes. Jordan 
Murchison turned to get past 
Andy MacKintosh near the 
corner flag on the Skye left. 
It seemed too tight an angle 
to score but Murchison sent a 
rasping shot high into the net 
from a ridiculous angle. 

Skye pressed to level the game 
but were restricted to shots 
from distance so Newtonmore 
took their 2-1 lead into the 
break. The home side could 
have been further ahead had 
it not been for some amazing 
saves from Skye goalie Jamie 
Gannon. 

’More flexed their muscles at 
the interval with Glen MacK-
intosh, Norman Campbell 
and Drew MacDonald coming 
on in place of Conor Jones, 
Jamie Robinson and David 
Fraser. MacKintosh went to 
full forward with Evan Menzies 
moving onto the wing. 

Skye suffered an injury blow 
soon after the re-start when 
Kenny Campbell took a blow 
to the face following a tussle 
with Andy MacKintosh. As 
Campbell was being treated 
pitchside, with Iain Murray 
on in his place, Newtonmore 
extended their lead. Fraser 
MacKintosh stopped the ball in 
space following a corner from 
the left and made it 3-1 with a 
powerful drive from 15 yards. 

Evan Menzies’ first-half 

strike meant both he and Glen 
MacKintosh were on 24 goals 
apiece for the season.

Between them, the ’More duo 
have notched a combined goals 
haul which exceeds the overall 
efforts of all other clubs other 
than Kyles Athletic. Both had 
chances during the remainder 
of the game to finish outright 
top scorer for the senior team.

Menzies came close on 52 
minutes when he hit a cross 
from Fraser MacKintosh off 
the face of the post. 

Skye made a second change 
after an hour with Ally ‘Spod’ 
MacLeod introduced in place 
of Ally ‘Cleodi’ MacLeod and 
the substitute had a chance to 

score but was unable to con-
nect.

Skye had long-range efforts 
from Jordan Murchison and 
Will Cowie saved comfortably 
by ’More keeper Owen Fraser.

Skye’s final switch saw Iain 
MacLeod take over from the 
tiring Chris MacLennan with 
20 minutes remaining. James 
Pringle was brought back to 
wing centre with MacLeod 
filling in up front.

As the match moved into the 
final 10 minutes, Glen MacK-
intosh struck the post after 
getting onto a Chris Sellar ball. 

Evan Menzies then unself-
ishly set up his strike partner 
Glen MacKintosh, but the ball 
wouldn’t sit for him and the 
chance was gone. Menzies then 
gathered a ball at pace inside 
the ‘D’ but seemed to hesitate, 
thinking he was offside.  

Fraser MacKintosh complet-
ed his hat-trick seven minutes 
from time when he took an 
Evan Menzies cross into the ‘D’ 
before slipping the ball past the 
keeper from around eight yards 
to make it 4-1.

Fraser MacKintosh made a 
big contribution to the Newton-
more cause whilst the excellent 
Rory Kennedy, who started at 
buckshee back but then spent 
most of the match at full back, 
was a top performer in defence. 

Ally MacDonald had a fine 
game in defence for Skye with 
Gilleasbuig MacDonald and 
Will Cowie also catching the 
eye. 

The defeat consigns Skye to 
shinty’s second tier next sea-
son. They have just fallen short 
in a tight mid-division where 
only three points separate fifth 
-placed Kingussie and Skye in 
ninth spot. 

Skye will lick their wounds 
and aim to come back stronger 
for the experience.  

It was a particularly special 
occasion for Andy MacK-
intosh, Jamie Robinson, 
Paul MacArthur, Norman 
Campbell, Steven MacDonald 
and Glen MacKintosh as they 
have been involved in all seven 
Newtonmore title successes. 
Whether all six players will be 
in the ’More playing squad that 

goes for eight-in-a-row next 
season remains to be seen.  

With Camanachd Association 
president Jim Barr and chief 
operating officer Torquil 
MacLeod present, Steve 
Bracken from sponsors Marine 
Harvest, who are about to 
enter their 30th year backing 
shinty, presented the Marine 
Harvest Premiership trophy to 
Newtonmore captain Steven 
MacDonald. 

Newtonmore have completed 
their league programme un-
beaten only dropping points in 
two draws with second-placed 
Kyles Athletic. Newtonmore 
add the Marine Harvest 
Premiership trophy to the 
Camanachd Cup and RBS 
MacTavish won earlier in the 
season. The Artemis Macaulay 
Cup was the one that got away. 
Their reserve team brought 
home the Marine Harvest 
North Division 1 title and the 
Aberdein Considine Suther-
land Cup; all in all earning 
Newtonmore an undisputed 
2016 Marine Harvest Club of 
the Year award.    

Kyles Athletic 0 
Kingussie 0
Kyles Athletic and Kingussie 
shared the points in a 0-0 draw 
at Tighnabruaich. 

Kyles Athletic were without 
Callum Miller, Donald Irvine, 
Dunkie Kerr and long-term 
injury victim Grant Irvine.

Kingussie welcomed Ryan 
Borthwick back into their side 
for the first time since May and 
he started at buckshee back. 
Roddy Young kept his place in 
the side and started up front. 
Fellow 16-year-olds Ruaridh 
Anderson and Alexander Mi-
chie were on the bench.

This was a good encounter 
given the difficult underfoot 
conditions which made for a 
wet, heavy and slippery pitch.

It was a decent day overhead 
though and both teams put on 
a good show without being able 
to break the deadlock. Keepers 
John Whyte and Craig Dawson 
both made a number of good 
saves with Whyte perhaps just 
the busier of the two.   

The draw confirms Kyles 
Athletic’s status as top division 
runners up whilst Kingussie 
climb to finish fifth in the 
league. This was also a last 
game in charge at Kingussie for 
co-managers Russell Jones and 
Davie Anderson. 

The highpoint of their tenure 
came in 2014 when they beat 
Glenurquhart 4-0 to lift the 
Camanachd Cup. 

They now feel the team 
should be doing better than it 
has over the last couple of years 
so the time is right for someone 
else to come in and take things 
forward. Their replacement 
will decided at the club’s annu-
al general meeting at the end of 
November. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Taynuilt 1 
Inveraray 2
The Inveraray second team 
came from a goal down to beat 
Taynuilt 2-1 at Taynuilt Sports 
Field.

Mark Bergant gave Taynuilt 
the lead with the only goal of 
the first half on 12 minutes.

Inveraray drew level shortly 
after the restart when Niall 
Shaw scored.

The winning goal came on the 
hour mark when David Robert-
son netted to give the visitors a 
2-1 win.  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie W/O v 
Boleskine

The Kilmallie second team 
were given a walk-over when 
Boleskine were unable to raise 
a team for their meeting at 
Canal Parks.

The Kilmallie colts still have 
matches remaining and are 
scheduled to meet Strathspey 
Camanachd at Canal Parks this 
coming weekend and the Loch-
aber seconds at Spean Bridge a 
week later. 

London Shield  
semi � nal
Beauly U-17 0 
Oban Camanachd U-17 4
FOUR second-half goals from 
Oban Camanachd U-17 hot-
shot Daniel MacVicar sent his 
side into the London Shield 
final as they defeated Beauly 
U17 4-0 at Canal Parks.

Oban Camanachd enjoyed 
most of the first half pressure 
but some good defending from 
Beauly meant it was scoreless at 
the turnaround. 

Oban Camanachd got the 
goal they deserved on 50 min-
utes with Daniel MacVicar on 
target.

When MacVicar got his sec-
ond on the hour mark, Beauly’s 
frustration showed and Lee 
Dunbar was red carded by 
referee Ronnie Campbell with 
others fortunate not to join him 
on the sidelines. 

Daniel MacVicar went on to 
take his personal tally to four 
goals with efforts on 73 and 
75 minutes to give his side an 
unassailable 4-0 win.

Oban Camanachd will now 
play Skye Camanachd in what 
is sure to be a cracking London 
Shield Final this Saturday, 
November 5.

At the time of going to press, 
the final was scheduled for the 
Eilan, Newtonmore, with a 
1.30pm throw-up. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Marine Harvest Premiership
Newtonmore 4-1 Skye
Kyles Athletic 0-0 Kingussie

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Taynuilt 1-1 Inveraray

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Kilmallie P-P Boleskine
Boleskine unable to fi eld a team, 
points to Kilmallie

Marine Harvest Under-17
London Shield semi fi nal
Beauly 0 v 4 Oban Camanachd

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2   
Kilmallie v Strathspey  
Scott McNeil - 1.30pm

Marine Harvest National 
Under 17 – London Shield 
Final
Skye v Oban Camanachd
Throw up 1.30pm at
Newtonmore)

NOW THE dust has settled 
on this year’s Marine Harvest 
shinty/hurling/camogie inter-
nationals, the three Scotland 
head coaches have given The 
Oban Times their perspective 
on their respective matches. 

In the previous three senior 
internationals between the 
Scots and the Irish, the losing 
team scored 14 points each 
time. This year, however, al-
though the Scots reached the 14 
point mark, a defiant, defensive 
display helped them to a 14-5 
victory at the Bught Park on 
Saturday October 22. 

Scotland head coach Ronald 
Ross knows that his squad had 
to work hard to lift the Marine 
Harvest Quaich. 

‘We dug it out,’ he said. ‘To 
win the match is always the 
most important thing and 
we put a lot of effort into our 
preparations. Fitness levels are 
so important and we were push-
ing forward right until the end 
of the game. Our fitness didn’t 
tail off towards the end of the 
match as it has sometimes done 
in the past. We based a lot of 
our preparation on fitness and 
drills so that we were best pre-
pared for what was coming. We 
had 90 minutes of hard training 
at the Wednesday sessions in 
the four weeks ahead of the 
game plus, of course, Sunday 
sessions. That’s a big commit-
ment for guys who are also 
playing and training with their 
club sides. It shows the players’ 
motivation and their keenness 
to bridge the gap from before.’     

That old Scottish stereotype 
for being miserly may or may 
not be deserved but it certainly 
applied to the home defence 
who gave nothing away. There 
was a tactical battle on the 
touchline and the Scotland 
defenders were given specific 
jobs to do and they stuck to 
their tasks without exception. 
Ireland forward Shane Dooley 
was identified as a danger-man 
given his previous displays in 
this fixture. He scored three 
goals and three points when 
the Irish beat Scotland 51-23 in 
Ennis in 2012. He also scored 
three times in Inverness in 2010 
and he netted the year before 
too. 

One of shinty’s classiest 

Action from the recent shinty/hurling international hled at Bught Park, Inverness. Ireland’s Danny 
Cullen and Scotland’s Roddy Macdonald. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Scotland seniors
set benchmark

Ronald Ross - international managerial record
2016 – Scotland (0-14) 14-5 (0-5) Ireland - Bught Park, Inverness
2015 – Scotland (3-15) 24-14 (2-8) Ireland - Bught Park
2015 – Ireland (2-10) 16-14 (2-8) Scotland – Croke Park
2014 – Scotland (3-14) 23-14 (2-8) Ireland – Bught Park
2014 – Ireland (2-18) 24-8 (0-8) Scotland – Pairc Esler, Newry
2013 - Scotland U21 (2-4) 10-21 (4-9) Ireland U21 – Bught Park
2012 - Ireland U21 (3-8) 23-19 (2-9) Scotland U21 - Ennis 

players, Newtonmore’s Rory 
Kennedy, was given the 
responsibility of marking the 
Offaly hitman and other than 
one point over the bar from a 
ridiculously wide attempt on 
the Irish left, Dooley’s threat 
was nullified. Ronald said: 
‘Rory was asked to ensure 
Shane Dooley wasn’t allowed to 
be as effective as he had been 
in previous games and he stuck 
to that task superbly. We were 
solid defensively overall. Steven 
MacDonald, Finlay MacRae, 
Lee Bain and Andy MacKin-
tosh all did their jobs. They 
closed the space down to allow 
Ireland very few chances and 
when they did get a couple of 
shots at goal, our keeper Stuart 
MacDonald was in great form.’   

With four new caps all playing 
their part in the triumph, 
Ross believes the continuous 
evolution of the squad as an 
important factor. ‘There is 
always a need to freshen up 
the team each year. The door 
is always open for any player 
to break through into the 
squad. The four debutants are 
all young and they all did well. 
Andy MacKintosh was sound 
defensively and he has lots of 
pace. Thomas Borthwick also 
adapted well. He didn’t get as 
much time on the ball as he’s 
used to but he will be better for 
this experience. Lorne Dickie 
and Greg Matheson both came 
off the bench and offered 
something different. Lorne 
is completely new to shinty/
hurling but he competed well 
at wing centre. Greg has played 
before and, even although he’s 
not fully fit, he almost scored 
near the end. It may have been 
a first game for the seniors for 
these guys but I’m sure it won’t 
be their last.”  

Once the dust had settled on 
the game, some murmurings of 
discontent from the Irish camp 
started to reach these shores.

Ireland boss Jeffrey Lynskey 
accepted his players had failed 
to convert a number of oppor-
tunities. The number of Irish 
wides reached double figures 
whilst they were also wasteful 
from frees. 

He was also quoted as saying 
that the Irish had conceded too 
much ground to Scotland under 

the agreed cross-code rules, 
particularly in relation to dead-
balls. He highlighted Scotland’s 
ability to score two points from 
a free on the ground, whilst his 
side picks up just a point from 
the traditional lifting the ball 
and hitting it over the bar. He 
also questioned the rule which 
forces the Irish keeper to play 
a goal-hit - or puck-out - from 
a golf tee on the ground rather 
than the lift and hit motion. 

The Irish hurlers have a proud 
tradition and they don’t like 

and David Reidy answered the 
call but this last-minute change 
of personnel was far from ideal.    

The Ireland squad were con-
vincing winners against their 
U21s counterparts when they 
met in preparation to face the 
Scots which emphasises the 
step up required to reach senior 
level.  

It must be said the Ireland 
camp acknowledged that Scot-
land deserved to win the game. 
However there is no doubt 
Ireland will come back stronger 
in 2017. 

There was already talk after 
the final whistle of which Ire-
land U21 players could make 
the step up to the senior side 
next year and the three or four 
top tier players will be carefully 
selected to ensure they can 
quickly adapt to the rigours of 
this contest.   

Ronald Ross accepted this is 
an area where the Irish have 
some difficulty. ‘Ireland have to 
identify players who are suited 
to the shinty/hurling rules. You 
will get some hurlers who use 
their hands a lot; this will be 
a big part of their game. Well, 
these players clearly aren’t 
going to be suited to what 
we have where the use of the 
hand isn’t allowed. Ireland are 
getting very good at doing this 
as although catching the ball 
and kicking the ball comes very 
naturally to the hurlers, it never 
happened in the game this 
year. They have cut out such 
silly mistakes. They have taken 
several strides forward, making 
our task all the more difficult.’   

There was criticism that the 
absence of any goals scored 
in the game made for a lesser 
spectacle than in recent years. 
‘It’s not as if both sides weren’t 
trying to score, said Ronald.

‘They closed us down at every 
opportunity when we broke 
forward and we did the same 
to them. In the end it came 
down to who took the one and 
two-point opportunities and 
you have to take your chances. 
We did that. For me, this is new 
a benchmark. We’ve always set 
out to continue to take our per-
formances to a new level and I 
believe we’ve done that.’ 

The backdrop to the clash, 
which was broadcast live on 
BBC2 Scotland, was a crowd 
of just under 2,000, shinty’s 
biggest attendance bar the 
Camanachd Cup Final, whilst 
there was a bulging sponsors’ 
hospitality tent which empha-
sised the support there is for 
this fixture. The Bught Park 
pitch was in really good condi-
tion and the short grass aided 
the home team’s chances.  

Ronald had little to say on his 
own future as Scotland boss. 
‘I’ll take my time to reflect as 
I do every year,’ he said. ‘It’s far 
too early to think about next 
year and there’s still a number 
of arrangements to be put in 
place such as where the game 
will be played. 

‘The Camanachd Association 
has a representative committee 
which deals with such matters 
and I’ll speak to them first 
before anyone else regarding 
my own position as that is the 
right thing to do.’

With Scotland’s recent suc-
cess setting a high benchmark 
– three successive wins at the 
Bught Park - and a wounded 
Irish squad now seeking 
revenge, the 2017 encounter is 
sure to be as keenly contested 
as ever.  

More to come 
from under 21s
SCOTLAND U21 head coach 
Allan MacRae believes there is 
more to come from his young 
squad following their 30-17 
defeat to Ireland U21 at the 
Bught Park, Inverness.

The Irish have mainly had the 
upper-hand in this fixture with 
Garry Reid’s win in Ireland a 
couple of years ago a rare Scot-
tish success. This year’s visiting 
squad was strong and included 
Tipperary trio Andrew Coffey, 
Tom Fox and Barry Heffernan. 

Allan MacRae was pleased 
with his squad’s display, com-
menting, ‘I was delighted with 
the commitment and effort giv-
en by all our players. Our young 
team competed well against a 
talented and skilful Irish squad 
who were boosted by their three 
top flight Tipperary players.’

Ireland had built up a 19-9 
lead in the game before Scot-
land staged a second half fight-
back which took them back to 
19-17. Allan said: ‘The way in 
which we fought back to within 
two points in the second half 
showed character and, at that 
stage, the result hinged on a 

couple of missed frees from us.’
The Scotland squad was one 

of the youngest in recent years 
which augers well for forthcom-
ing international meetings.

Allan added: ‘We included six 
players aged 18 years or under 
so the future looks bright and 
everything bodes well for the 
game next year.’ 

Women stay on 
learning curve 
A 12-2 reverse against Dublin 
meant Scotland women’s head 
coach Stuart Reid tasted in-
ternational defeat for the first 
time in four years and it’s not 
an experience he enjoyed. 

The Scots have measured 
their progress by playing 
against stronger Irish opposi-
tion each year but this year’s 
Dublin squad was to prove to 
be their stiffest test for a num-
ber of years. 

Stuart said: ‘We are disap-
pointed to have lost as the 
ladies put in a tremendous 
amount of work, both tech-
nically and physically, in the 
lead up to the game. This was 
the first time any of our players 
had been exposed to the top 
level of camogie and it took us 
a while to adjust to the speed 
and physicality of the Dublin 
players. Once we did that, we 
acquitted ourselves very well 
and I couldn’t fault any of 
them for effort or desire and 
I thought our defence, in par-
ticular was, outstanding under 
serious pressure. 

‘We only scored two points 
though which is nowhere near 
enough to win a game so we can 
have no complaints about being 
beaten as Dublin thoroughly 
deserved their win.’ 

Stuart sees the game as being 
part of a progression which 
will help the development the 
ladies game in the long run and 
his side will be better for the 
experience. Our performances 
over the past few years, and the 
progression of women’s shinty, 

losing. Fair play to them for 
that, but some of the complaints 
raised are dubious. The dead 
ball rules were introduced with 
Irish support as they wished to 
develop their players’ ground 
hurling skills. Ireland also get 
two points for a free played 
from the ground and some of 
their players have mastered this 
skill. The goal-hits seemed to 
pose little difficulty with keeper 
Eoin Reilly regularly striking 
the ball into the Scotland half. 

Ireland were also unhappy 
about David Reidy’s disallowed 
goal although television re-
plays supported referee Innes 
Wood’s decision to rule out the 
effort for offside. 

These complaints are all signs 
of Scotland’s progression in this 
fixture as they seemed much 
less relevant when our Celtic 
cousins were securing success 
on the pitch. 

The Irish pre-match plans 
were disrupted when Tipperary 
icons John McGrath and Noel 
McGrath were late call-offs. 
They were announced in the 
original squad but their Gaelic 
football commitments for their 
club side went on longer than 
expected. Irish boss Lynskey 
went after a number of high 
profile replacements – includ-
ing Richie Horgan and Seamus 
Callanan – but although they 
were keen, they were unable 
to make the trip at such short 
notice. Clare duo Cian Dillon 

shows this is the level we need 
to be operating at regularly to 
progress as a sport. The more 
we can test ourselves against 
the best, the better we will be 
and we will be using everything 
we have learnt this year to help 
progress the women’s game 
in general and to prepare 
ourselves better for next year’s 
return match in Dublin.’ 

Scotland head coach
Ronald Ross.

Oban Bowling Club ended its 2016 season with a prizegiving evening, including cheese and wine.  
The ladies and gents champions, pictured above, were Helen MacLean

and Robert Dairon.

Quad bike racingCONNEL’S Lorne Sinclair decided to 
step away from the British quad racing 
scene this year, deciding Ireland was 
the place to hone his racing skills in his 
first year in adult racing.

This involved two championships 
over 16 rounds and some shared rounds 
starting in March and finishing at the 
International MX track in Desertmar-
tin in September.

Lorne continued his form which 
brought him the 2015 250cc British 
championship, with two victories in 
the opening rounds on his new Canam 
quad which had been bought early in 
the year.

The quad has a unique design by Justin 
Reid of Justwin Racing. It is a Canam 
race quad adapted to take a Kawasaki 
kxf450 mx engine. Lorne was assisted 
by top mechanic Tommy Muldoon all 
season.

Racing was definitely fast and furious 
with Lorne progressing throughout the 
year with several wins and a shared 
number of thirds and seconds, leaving 
him the task of finishing his last race in 
seventh or better for the overall win.

Double up for Lorne in Ireland

Lorne Sinclair gets ready for action.

The weather was horrendous with tor-
rential rain all evening prior to the race 
leaving the track very soft and muddy. 
Lorne had a reasonable start, slotting 
into seventh then moving to fifth by the 
halfway point. 

Passing was almost impossible 
because of the weather which meant 
following slower riders.

This eventually blocked up his radi-
ator causing the bike to overheat and 
stop two laps from the end with a head 
gasket issue.

Remarkably the bike started, getting 
Lorne across the line to clinch both 
titles.

Lorne, in his first adult season has 
clinched the Irish Clubman Champio-
ship and the Ulster Support Champi-
onship. Next season  he is going to  be 
moving up to the premier class in the 
British championship including British 
under 21 and Premier Ulster Champi-
onship. This is an elite group of riders 
which will be a massive step up for the 
young Connel rider.
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Oban Saints                       3
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 3, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.34 1.3 07.21 3.9 13.44 1.4 19.26 3.8
Fri 02.03 1.4 07.53 3.8 14.16 1.6 19.55 3.6
Sat 02.32 1.6 08.28 3.6 14.52 1.8 20.29 3.4
Sun 03.08 1.8 09.10 3.4 15.42 1.9 21.13 3.2
Mon 04.02 1.9 10.07 3.2 16.54 2.0 22.16 3.0
Tues 05.19 2.0 11.37 3.2 18.16 2.0 23.59 2.9
Wed 06.38 1.9 13.46 3.3 19.33 1.8  **.** *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8
9

8

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC.
Friday Sunny with the odd light rain shower
 Winds light north north westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 8ºC.

Football

Scottish AFL  
results and � xtures
Football
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Drumchapel 
Colts v Campbeltown Pupils, 
postponed; Oban Saints 3, East 
Kilbride 0; Premier Division 
One - Dunoon 2, East Kilbride 
RR 2; Premier Division 
2A - Lochgilphead Red Star 
no game; Premier Division 
2B - Tarbert 2, Claremont 4.
This weekend’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, third 
round -  Balerno Athletic v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; FC 
Clydebank v Oban Saints; Kin-
rossie Caledonian v Dunoon. 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, second 
round - Houston v Tarbert.  

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: Dum-
barton Riverside 2, Under 13s 
3. Saints scorers were Fergus 
MacIntyre; Liam Campbell and 
Innes MacDonald. Under 14s 
4, Giffnock Reds 5. Connor 
Moore (3) and James Beaton 
were the Saints marksmen. 
Bargeddie Colts 0, v Under 
15s 1; On target for Saints was 
Aaron McKay. Under 16s no 
game;  Fort William 0, Under 
17s 3. Scoring for Saints were 
Daniel MacCuish (2) and Craig 
Easton.
 Next weekend’s fixtures - As-
ton Villa v Under 13s; Carolside 
SC v Under 14s; Under 15s v 
Newmains Hammers; Under 
16s no game; Stenhousemuir v 
Under 17s.

Football

Impressive display as Saints beat 
last year’s league champions

ISLE OF Mull RFC once again 
came from behind to secure a 
victory over Shawlands RFC, in 
a show stopping performance 
that left the crowd at Garmony 
thoroughly entertained.  Their 
last three games against the 
Southsiders had seen extremely 
strong performances from Mull, 
but never coming away with a 
result - the boys in black in white 
were determined to change this 
run of results.  

Mull were fresh from the 
success of two back to back wins 
over their neighbours Argyll, 
but were beginning to count the 
cost of the season  with a large 
amount of injuries - they still 
managed to muster a squad of 
19 however.

The earlier kick off time of 
2pm saw Mull immediately 
under pressure. A converted 
penalty and a try, after a lack of 
concentration in the Muileach’s 
defence saw them trailing 0-10.

As in the previous week’s 
game, Mull weathered the storm 
and picked themselves up.  A 
big tackle from captain Craig 
O’Donnell started a move that 
put the pressure on Shawlands 
- some wizardry from Merlin Kilchoan’s Ross Rankin is tackled by a Shawlands defender.

Lawrence gave the crowd a 
superb try, 5-10.

Lochbuie’s Lawrence then 
went on to score again just before 
half time.  The Mull forwards 
secured ball after ball, drawing 
in the Shawlands players.  A 
break soon ensued, with great 
passing involving on-form Sean 
Black, skipper Craig O’Donnell 
and Knock’s Jaimie MacLean 
gave Lawrence the opportunity 
to sneak over the line.  With An-
drew MacLeannan’s conversion, 
this put the Islanders 12-10 up at 
half time.  

Comeback
A long overdue comeback 

from Salen’s Crawford Whyte to 
the Mull side saw him rewarded 
with a try after 55 minute.

Mull now started to dominate 
the second half.  The tide had 
turned in the scrummaging also 
– the Mull pack had found their 
feet and were beginning to win 
the majority of the scrums.

Coach Fergus Whyte’s running 
and support drills paid off as 
Merlin completed his hat trick 
after a pick and drive from Sean 
Black, who had made another 
impressive run.

Mull’s final try came with 10 

minutes to go.  After a break 
up the left wing, some superb 
interplay between Crawford 
Whyte, Craig O’Donnell and 
Sean Black saw Black score the 
try and convert – Mull were 31-
10 up.  

Shawlands never gave up 
however, and scored a try in 
the dying minutes of the game.  
Final score 31-15 to Mull. 

A jubilant team captain Craig 
O’Donnell said: ‘An absolutely 
phenomenal performance today 
from the Mull team, once again 
we made it hard for ourselves 
at the start of the game, but to 
turn it round like we did was just 
brilliant.

All credit to Shawlands who 
were a tough opposition and 
never gave up.  We will have a 
little celebration tonight then 
focus on training next week and 
Saturday’s game’.

Mull remain in third place as 
second place Lanark kept up the 
pressure by beating Argyll. The 
Muileach’s next game sees them 
travel to Clydesdale RFC this 
Saturday.    

Isle of Mull come from behind to defeat Shawlands

Home draw for 
Saints in West of 
Scotland Cup

OBAN Saints have been given 
a home draw in the third round 
of the Alona Hotel-sponsored 
West of Scotland Amateur Cup.  
 The Oban side were paired 
with Ayrshire League second 
division outfit Auchinleck 
Bosswell. 
 The tie is scheduled to take 
place at Glencruitten on 
Saturday November 19, kicking 
off at 1.30pm.
 The Oban lads were not as 
lucky in the Jimmy Marshall 
Cup when they were drawn 
away from home to Port 
Glasgow OBU. A date for this 
match has still to be set. 

Donald Campbell slams home the penalty that made the score 3-0. 

Scott Maitland, far left, looks on as he sees his header hit the back of the net to put his team 2-0 in front.

OBAN Saints moved to the top 
of the SAFL Premier Division 
after an empathic victory over 
last year’s league champions 
East Kilbride at Glencruitten 
last Saturday.

Three second half goals were 
enough to secure all three 
points for the Oban side and 
secure their second clean sheet 
in as many games.

The manager was forced into 
two changes from the previous 
Saturday’s 8-0 win over Peter-
shall Villa. Craig Campbell 
and Matty Kelly dropped 
out through injury, so David 
McArthur and Jamie Graham 
took over the full back berths. 
Making a welcome return to 
the squad was Donald Campbell 
who has been unavailable for 
the last few games and Ross 
Maitland who had recovered 
from ’flu.

Dene Cassells was first to get 
the home fans cheering when he 
intercepted a pass, intended for 
Bob Thanda, deep in his own 
half. He charged up the pitch 
and slipped the ball to Willie 
Gemmell but East Kilbride’s 

defence were well set up and 
cleared the danger.

A slack pass from David 
McArthur fell to East Kilbride’s 
captain Gavin Thomson who 
played a low pass to Johnny 
Diack on the edge of the Saints 
box but Marc MacCallum made 
it dificult for the East Kilbride 
striker to get a shot on target.

Cassells then intercepted the 
ball in the middle of the park, 
before passing to Jamie Graham 
who fired in a great cross with 
Craig MacEwan just inches away 
from making contact.

Saints continued to apply 
pressure to the East Kilbride 
defence and a direct run from 
Brian McKay allowed him to cut 
the ball back to Scott Maitland, 
who was positioned on the edge 
of the box, but Maitland couldn’t 
keep his shot down and it sailed 
over the bar.

East Kilbride left back 
Thomson skipped past Willie 
Gemmell and played the ball to 
Diack, who played a great first 
time pass into the path of Jamie 
Innes, but his effort on goal was 
blocked and Marc MacCallum 
was on hand to mop up and clear 
the ball over his own crossbar. 

Saints surged upfield in the 31st 
minute and MacEwan played 
the ball through to MacKay who 

was clear through on goal but 
he shot straight at East Kilbride 
keeper Ross Meldrum and a 
great chance was missed. 

A Willie Gemmell free kick 
from the centre circle found the 
head of Paul Carmichael who 
jostled his way to the front post 
but the Saints’ striker’s effort 
didn’t trouble keeper Meldrum. 

In the 39th minute, MacEwan 
and Carmichael combined to 
send MacKay through but the 
Saints front man over-ran the 

ball and his tame effort was 
collected by keeper Meldrum

The visitors had the first 
opportunity of the second half.  
Lee Ferguson played a deep 
cross into the box that found 
Thanda who connected well 
forcing a diving save from Mc-
Culloch.

Rattled 
A dazzling run from MacEwan 

led to the first goal of the after-
noon. He turned his man inside 
out before hitting a shot that 
left Meldrum with no chance. 
His effort rattled off the inside 
of the post but a well positioned 
Scott Maitland was on hand to 
head the ball into the back of the 
net from six yards. 

Saints increased their lead 
when Donald Campbell, who 
had come on for Brian MacKay, 
intercepted the ball in the East 
Kilbride half. He passed to 
MacEwan, who drilled the ball 
low towards the goal. His shot 
was blocked but again it fell 
kindly for Maitland who headed 

the ball into the back of the net 
for his second goal of the match. 

East Kilbride’s Ross Campbell 
created a rare second-half 
opportunity to get his side back 
into the match. He took the ball 
down on the edge of the box and 
stuck a well-hit half volley but 
his shot went straight at keeper 
McCulloch.

Carmichael thought he had 
sealed the points for Saints. A 
long goal kick from McCulloch 
bounced into the path of Mait-
land, who flicked the ball over 
the top to Campbell in the box, 
which was intercepted, but the 
defender’s header spun wide to  
Carmichael who rattled the ball 
in to the top corner of the net. 

But referee Jimmy Litster, who 
had a good game, had already 
blown for offside.

This was Carmichael’s last 
contribution as he gave way to 
Dean Smith. 

Smith made an immediate 
impact. The ball was played to 
him in the box but as he turned 

he was brought down by keeper 
Meldrum, leaving the referee no 
option but to point to the spot.

Campbell stepped up and 
drilled the ball home to make it 
three goals and three points for 
Saints.

With the points in the bag, 
MacEwan was replaced by 
Fraser McFarlane and Gemmell 
made way for Ross Maitland. 

After the game, manager Alex 
Craik said: ‘It was a great all 
-round team performance. It’s a 
good result against a team that 
have won five league titles in a 
row. I’m very happy. It’s good 
to get a clean sheet into the 
bargain.’

Saints travel to face FC Clyde-
bank this Saturday in the third 
round of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup. The game will take place 
at Thorn Park, Bearsden, with a 
2pm kick-off. Referee in charge 
is Michael Auld.

OBAN Saints under-16 midfield-
er Sol Smith has been selected 
to play for Scotland’s Central 
Region under-16 development 
squad this season.

Sol, who is also the vice captain 
of Oban Saints, had to take part 
two trial sessions before being 
selected for the team.

His dad was over the moon 
about the news. ‘He deserves it,’ 
he said. ‘He’s been working very 
hard. Football means everything 
to him.’

Youth football

Saints youngster 
Sol picked for 
regional squad
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‘LEVELS of disappointment on 
transport-related issues are at 
an unacceptable high.’

That was the message delivered 
to transport minister Humza 
Yousaf during a visit to Fort 
William this week – a message 
he said he heard ‘loud and clear’.

The minister attended a meet-
ing of Lochaber Business Forum 
on Monday afternoon to discuss 
transport problems which have 
plagued Fort William and Loch-
aber in 2016.

Hosted by Ferguson Transport 
at its depot in Corpach, the 
meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives from Shiel buses, 
BSW Timber, Mallaig harbour 
authority, A82 partnership and 
Fort William councillor Brian 
Murphy.

Chaired by the Chamber of 
Commerce, the question and 
answer meeting focused on 
all aspects of transport and 
infrastructure. In his opening 
address to the forum, Mr Yousaf 
promised to deliver a ‘safe, sus-

tainable and efficient transport 
infrastructure for Scotland’.

During what was described as 
a ‘very constructive dialogue’, 
the transport minister discussed 
gridlocked traffic in Fort Wil-
liam town centre, Network Rail 
hold-ups on commercial opera-
tions, the disruptive impact  of 
the transfer of the MV Coruisk 
from the Mallaig to Armadale 
route and A82 extension or Caol 
link road proposals.

Responding to concerns of 
under-delivery by the Scottish 
Government, raised by the 
Loch aber business community, 
Mr Yousaf said he was com-
mitted to speaking to Highland 
Council leader Margaret 
David son to offer support for an 
appraisal of the Caol link road 
to be carried out.

The transport minister said he 
would support spending on the 
A82 should the next spending 
review decide on capital stimu-
lation, claiming a share of this 
will be earmarked for the A82. 

Fort William councillor and 
chairman of the A82 partner-
ship Brian Murphy told The 

Oban Times that the meeting was 
‘reasonably encouraging, but not 
overly. We will just have to wait 
and see the outcome. I have no 
reason to be pessimistic about 
what was promised and it all 
sounded fairly positive.’

With regard to the Mallaig 
to Armadale ferry service, Mr 
Yousaf agreed to look into a 
proper solution to service the 
route. He also announced the 
freight fares review, which aims 
to deliver a ‘simple and transpar-
ent’ fare structure, would report 
soon.

Lesley Benfield, chief exec-
utive of Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce, said: ‘It is clear 
the message is getting through. 
Levels of disappointment on 
transport-related issues are 
at an unacceptable high. The 
Chamber of Commerce will con-
tinue to lobby for improvement 
and to hold those responsible for 
delivery to account. We are very 
grateful to Mr Humza Yousaf 
for attending the business forum 
and for his keen determination 
to work in the best interests of 
Lochaber.’

WORK on a £16 million joint 
school campus continues.

Pupils at Caol Primary 
School and St Columba’s 
RC Primary School, Fort 
William, moved into their 
joint campus in Caol before 
the October holidays. Work 
to demolish the former Caol 
Primary School building 
to make way for a new car 
park and drop-o�  point is 
ongoing. The expected com-
pletion date is early 2017.

NOMINATIONS are being 
sought for Fort William, Nigg 
and Shandwick and Sta�  n 
community councils.

Anyone wanting to stand 
must be on the current elector-
al register for the community 
council area or, if aged 16 or 17 
years, have completed a voter 
registration application.

Nomination forms can 
be downloaded from the 
Highland Council website.
The deadline for receiving 
nominations for all the com-
munity councils is 4pm on 
Tuesday November 15 and 
elections will take place on 
Thursday December 15.

School campus 
work continues 

Appeal for new 
council members 

AFTER an absence of more than seven 
months, a new resident sheriff may soon 
be in town.

An advert was posted on the judicial 
appointment board’s (JAB) website on 
October 26 inviting applications from 
people wishing to be considered for the 
role at Fort William Sheriff Court. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson held the 
position from February 2014 but has not 
presided over a case since May this year.

There has been uncertainty as to 
whether Mr Davidson would return to 
Fort William following his retirement 
in May and in the meantime cases have 
been heard by temporary, visiting or 
retired sheriffs. 

The Oban Times contacted JAB to find 
out why the position had been vacant for 

so long and was told a review had been 
carried out following Sheriff Davidson’s 
retirement and it was now deemed bene-
ficial to recruit for a full-time sheriff at 
Fort William so the post holder could 
also cover other courts in the Highlands.

A JAB spokesperson told The Oban 
Times: ‘Fort William Sheriff Court has 
been and continues to be covered by 
sheriffs from other courts, part-time 
sheriffs and retired sheriffs with no 
disruption to court business. 

‘Any costs associated with the deploy-
ment of part-time sheriffs will be neutral 
given the salary savings created by the 
resident sheriff vacancy.’

The sheriff clerk from Fort William 
court said he and his fellow staff have 
done their best to make sure things have 

been running smoothly. He added: ‘We 
have worked hard to ensure no adverse 
effects on anyone who has to come to 
court, and we have been told by various 
people that that has been the case, which 
is good to hear.  

‘We look forward to having a new resi-
dent sheriff if and when it happens.’

The JAB site is also inviting applica-
tions from people wishing to work 70 per 
cent of a full-time equivalent post based 
in Oban. 

The spokesperson added: ‘The courts 
in Oban and Campbeltown have been 
covered by a retired sheriff, Sheriff 
Anderson, since October 2014. 

‘We are now advertising for a new sher-
iff to succeed her when she steps down 
next year.’ 

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

There was a feast of Hallowe’en fun across Lochaber last week as pupils, parents and sta�  got 
into the spirit of the occasion. Among those dressing up for their special disco were Andzelina, 

Miley and Caitlin, primary three pupils at Lundavra Primary School. See page two for more 
Hallow’een photographs. 

Forum presses 
case for better 
transport links 

Search on for new resident sheriff

Hallowe’en fun and smiles

THE FORT William Coastguard team was called 
into action on Monday night (October 31) in the 
search for a vulnerable elderly man.

The man, believed to be 69 and suffering from 
dementia, had been last seen at Ardslignish, 
between Salen and Kilchoan.

The Fort William crew were joined by the Salen 

and Mallaig coastguard rescue teams, duty officer 
AC17 and Tobermory lifeboat. 

Together, they conducted a thorough search of the 
area along with police and search-and-rescue dogs.
Thankfully the team found the man quickly as 
temperatures were dropping fast. He was said to 
be in a confused state.

Rescue teams fi nd missing man
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THERE was something spooky in the air at schools in Lochaber 
as children and adults soaked up the Hallowe’en spirit.

With pumpkins, parades and parties, youngsters were trans-
formed into monsters, skeletons, cartoon characters and super-
heroes. 

Lundavra, Inverlochy and Banavie primary schools held discos 
last Thursday (October 27), Inverlochy Primary enjoyed a cos-
tume parade on Friday, the Gaelic School got into costume on 
Monday and a joint disco took place at the new Caol Campus for 
Caol Primary and St Columba’s pupils.

A CRUISE company and master 
have been handed � nes 
totalling £8,000 following an 
accident on the Caledonian 
Canal in which a crew member 
lost part of her leg.

Jacobite Cruises Limited ad-
mitted charges brought under 
the Health and Safety at Work 
Act after Aurelia Thabert was 
badly injured in the incident in 
June 2012.

Ms Thabert, then aged 
25, was working as a crew 
member onboard the Jacobite 
Queen. She was attempting to 
release a rope from the side of 
the lock when her right foot 
became entangled in a bight 
of the rope. The incident hap-
pened in Dochgarroch Locks.

At the Sheri�  Court of Gram-
pian Highland and Islands on 
October 27, Jacobite Cruises 
Limited was � ned £6,000, re-
duced from £9,000 for a guilty 
plea. 

Andrew Paul Lach was � ned 
£2,000, reduced from £3,000 
for a guilty plea.

THE HIGHLAND Council has 
endorsed a new Community 
Care at Home Development 
Fund.

A fund of £10,000 has been 
made available to support 
the development which 
has been described as ‘an 
innovative approach to de-
veloping community based 
care at home services.’

The council, and subse-
quently the NHS, has experi-
enced di�  culty in recruiting 
people in the past to provide 
care at home services in 
rural communities.

It hopes this new model 
will help provide home care 
services to remote areas of 
the Highlands.

FERRY operator CalMac has 
been named as Scottish living 
wage champion for 2016.

In 2015 CalMac became 
the � rst UK ferry company 
to achieve the living wage 
accreditation and remains the 
only one today.

CalMac’s managing director, 
Martin Dorchester, said: ‘We 
are extremely proud to receive 
this award.

‘Gaining Living Wage Foun-
dation accreditation was very 
important to us.’

Cruise company 
and master � ned 

Community care 
at home fund 

CalMac is living 
wage champion 

Pupils enjoy Hallowe’en fun and games 
Blood, bones, and smiles at the Caol Campus Hallowe’en party. Inverlochy teachers get in on the act. A mummy joined in the Inverlochy Hallow’een parade.

A prince � ew into Caol 
Campus on his magic carpet.

Costume judging at Banavie Primary School’s Hallowe’en disco.

A ‘super’ out� t at the Caol 
Campus Hallowe’en event.

Scarily good costumes at the Caol Campus Hallowe’en 
celebrations.

Pumpkins and lots of surprises as Gaelic School pupils get into costume.

Lundavra Primary School pupils enjoy all the fun and games of 
their Hallowe’en disco.

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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DRASTIC funding cuts to third 
sector organisations have been 
blocked pending a special meet-
ing of the Highland Council.

Members of the council’s 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services committee (ECAS) 
voted 11 to eight at a meeting 
last Wednesday (October 26), 
to approve cuts which would see 
total council funding for third 
sector groups slashed by 45 per 
cent during the 2017/18 financial 
year.

But councillors effectively 
blocked the cuts after tabling a 
motion last Thursday which stat-

FUNDRAISING for next 
year’s Royal National Mod in 
Lochaber began in earnest at a 
dance near Fort William.

Held in Caol Community 
Centre on Friday October 
28, Trail West entertained a 
crowd of 170 people who, ac-
cording to organisers ‘danced 
the night away’.

Moira Robertson, a member 
of the Mod committee, said: 
‘It was a fantastic night.  We 
raised £1,294 plus £4,774 from 
our grand raffle which is bril-
liant.  There was a real mix of 
people who came along from 
aged 18 to almost 80 and they 
never left the dance floor.’

The committee hopes to 
raise more than £10,000 for 

next year’s festival and al-
though they have already held 
smaller events, the official 
fundraising launch on Friday 
was a huge step towards their 
target.

Moira added that among 
other plans, the committee 
has organised bag packing 
in Morrisons supermarket 
on Sunday December 18 and 
there will be a dance in the 
Nevis Centre on March 4 2017 
featuring Mànran.

When asked about con-
cerns over significant cuts to 
funding of the Nevis Centre, 
which is to host the 2017 Mod, 
Moira said: ‘We can’t afford to 
worry, we have to just carry on 
regardless.’

THE ROAD from Fort William 
to Glasgow was partially 
closed for more than two 
hours on Monday night (Oc-
tober 31) after an HGV went 
o�  the road.

The road near Rannoch 
Moor was down to one 
lane while the incident was 
attended to by recovery 
vehicles.

A BEAR Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘A lorry came 
o�  the road just north of the 
Black Mount at 4.55pm. 

‘The road operated with 
one lane until the lorry was 
recovered at 7.30pm.

‘Some minor delays were 
reported.’

PEOPLE out and about in Fort 
William last Friday afternoon 
thought bon� re night had 
come early after a ‘huge explo-
sion’ was reported.

The bang, which was ‘heard 
and felt’ particularly between 
Spean Bridge and Onich but 
also in the town centre, was 
� ghter jets breaking the sound 
barrier as they responded to 
reports of an unresponsive 
aircraft.

A spokesperson for the Royal 
Air Force said: ‘Quick reaction 
alert Typhoon aircraft were 
launched from RAF Coningsby 
and RAF Lossiemouth to iden-
tify an unresponsive civilian 
aircraft.

‘The Typhoon aircraft were 
authorised to transit at super-
sonic speed for operational 
reasons. 

‘Any inconvenience caused 
to local residents is regretted. 

‘Communications were 
re-established and the aircraft 
was safely escorted by the 
Lossiemouth aircraft to Prest-
wick airport.’

TIMESLINE
Fighter jets boom 
out over Lochaber 

Minor delays as 
lorry leaves road 

Drastic spending cuts on hold as 
councillors call ‘special meeting’

Some members of Fort William’s 
Royal National Mod committee at 

the o�  cial launch of their fundrais-
ing. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan.

ed that ‘a special meeting of the 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services Committee should be 
held as soon as possible to de-
termine funding for third sector 
culture and leisure services and 
that comprehensive paperwork 
is made available to complete 
the process with appropriate 
evaluation criteria’.

The special meeting is likely to 
be held next Thursday (Novem-
ber 10). 

The council previously agreed 
a five per cent reduction in 
funding for third sector culture 
and leisure services at a meeting 
in December 2014, to be imple-
mented in the 2016/17 financial 
year.

It was then recommended the 
council make further cuts of 45 
per cent over the next two years.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: 
‘I am delighted the SNP and 
others have submitted a motion 
to block the cuts proposed by the 
Education, Children and Adult 
Services Committee until they 
are considered in more detail at 
a special meeting.

‘The scale of the reductions, 
with some of them at 80 per cent 
of the budget, is massive.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson told The Oban 
Times: ‘These cuts to third 
sector groups have rightly been 
postponed until councillors 

have a clearer view of the meth-
odology that has been applied to 
them. I’d be delighted if every 
third sector group could get full 
funding – that’s almost certainly 
not going to happen.

‘However, to try to limit the 
impact, our independent admin-
istration is proposing to put back 
into the budget a very significant 
sum of money to support these 
groups. This extra money will 
support employment and sustain 
important community assets, 
such as the Nevis Centre, which 
employs over 20 people and is 
the West Highland’s main con-
cert and festival venue.’

As reported in The Oban Times 
last week, the Nevis Centre was 

set to see its funding cut by 
£30,000.

The council had also agreed 
that funding to groups such 
as Youth Highland, the Boys 
Brigade and the Scouts would 
drop from £79,834 in 2016/17 to 
£13,435 in 2018/19 – a drastic cut 
of 83 per cent. 

Similarly, the allocation for 
village halls was reduced from 
£152,000 to £50,000 – a reduc-
tion of more than two-thirds. 

Ms Forbes added: ‘It is impor-
tant all avenues and alternatives 
are explored so that organisa-
tions and village halls in Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch don’t 
face such brutal cuts.’

The Highland Council said 

that the cuts were ‘planned such 
a way to give all the organisa-
tions as much notice as possible 
over three years to prepare for 
the reductions and plan accord-
ingly’.

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of ECAS said: ‘The 
council has tried to give groups 
the maximum amount of time 
possible to prepare for the 
future. Unfortunately there will 
now continue to be a degree 
of uncertainty until we know 
the outcome of this motion of 
amendment.’

Other Lochaber community 
groups facing funding cuts 
include Lochaber Music School 
and Room 13.

Dance boosts Mod 
funds by £1,294
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PRIZEWINNERS in this year’s 
Caol in Bloom awards were:

Best block: 85 and 87 Kilmallie 
Road, Mrs M MColl (85) and 
Mrs H Campbell (87). 

Best Street: Ardgour Road. 
Best Ornamental Garden – 1 
Mr and Mrs Taylor, 60 Blar 
Mhor Road; 2 Mrs P Brady, 21 
Castle Drive; 3 Mr and Mrs R 
MacIsaac, 27 Blar Mhor Road.

Best Vegetable Garden – 1 
Ms Faye Haughton, 28 Ardgour 
Road; 2 Mr and Mrs T Banks, 
50 Glenkingie Street; 3 Mr Alan 
Smith, 12 Fern Court. 

Best Overall Garden – 1 Mr 
and Mrs I Houston, 63 Kil-

STAFF and students at the West 
Highland college celebrated 
their annual graduation ceremo-
ny in Fort William last week.

More than 350 guests gathered 
at the Nevis Centre last Friday 
to celebrate and hear addresses 
from guest speakers Ken Bruce, 
of BBC Radio 2, and Robert 
Robertson, lead singer of Scot-
tish band, Tide Lines.

Friday’s ceremony began with 
an academic procession led by 
Professor Clive Mulholland, 
principal and vice chancellor of 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands, the college’s own 
principal and chief executive 
Lydia Rohmer, members of the 
board of management, staff and 
other guests lead by Piper Raj 
Smith from Inverlochy.

The Mace was carried by 
bearer Jessie Gourlay from Fort 
William. 

Born and bred in Lochaber, 
Jessie was the popular choice 
for this year’s mace bearer, after 
working for the college for the 
last three years.

Made from silver and wood the 
mace is used at all graduation 
events to represent the ‘beauty 
of the area’.

‘The ornamentation symbolis-
es sand and beaches, water and 
air, while the lower mount is 
adorned with three 18ct yellow 
gold wires depicting hills and 
mountains.’ it was said. 

Twenty-three-year-old Rachel 
Bradley was named the West 
Highland College UHI Higher 
Education Student of the Year.

Rachel who is originally 
from Carlisle, but lives in Fort 
William, has just embarked on 
the fourth year of her degree in 
tourism management and was 
nominated for the award by her 
lecturer, Matt Groves.

Mr Groves said: ‘Rachel has 

MORE than £11,000 was 
raised at a charity event as 
local people and business folk 
congregated to support a Fort 
William museum.

A total of 123 people attend-
ed the special dinner last Sat-
urday night in the Moorings 
Hotel.  

Organised by the committee 
of the West Highland Mu-
seum, the funds were raised 
through games, a raffle and an 
‘incredible’ auction which saw 
bidders compete for fishing 
packages, Range Rover expe-
riences and exclusive whisky.

Colleen Barker, who has 
managed the museum for 
more than five years, said she 
organised the event to help 
cover the building’s running 
and unexpected costs.  

She explained: ‘The idea for 
the event came about when in 
the first week of this financial 

year our boiler packed in. 
That was a bill of £5,000 so 
my aim was to cover that but 
we ended up doubling that and 
a bit more.   The atmosphere 
on the night was tremendous.  
We had live music and I think 
everyone enjoyed themselves. 
I can’t thank people enough 
who helped out. The generos-
ity of not just local businesses 
but local people has been 
wonderful.’

John Hutchison explained 
the independent museum 
has relied more heavily on 
fundraising and visitors to 
keep it afloat in recent years 
as support from grants has 
diminished.

He added: ‘We went for free 
admission four or five years 
ago so the number of visitors 
is good but Colleen and the 
committee do a wonderful job 
of keeping things ticking over.’

mallie Road; 2 Mr J Fraser, 20 
MacMillan Place; 3 Mr and Mrs 
J Cameron, 52 Castle Drive. 

Best Easy Care Garden: 1 Mr 
and Mrs R Mathers, 85 Blar 
Mhor Road; 2 Mr and Mrs 
MacAllister, 7 Mossfield Drive; 
3 22 Glen Nevis Road. 

Hanging Baskets: 1 Mrs J 
Gourley, 12 Ardgour Road; 2 
Mr and Mrs Maclean, 115 Kil-
mallie Road; 3 Mr J Mathers, 1 
MacMillan Place.

Best Commercial Premises: 
Ben View Lodges – Mr and Mrs 
R Thomas. Highly Commended 
Gardens 10. Commended Gar-
dens 20.

Graduation cheer at 
college celebrations

Jessie Gourlay had the honour 
of carrying the UHI Mace into 

the graduation ceremony. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

demonstrated consistently high 
academic standards and always 
shows a keen spirit of inquiry.’

Speaking about her achieve-
ment, Rachel said: ‘I am thrilled 
to have received this award and 
would like to thank the college 
for the nomination and their 
belief in my ability to succeed.

‘Fort William has been a 
fantastic place to study and the 
Highlands provide both aes-
thetic inspiration for, and relief 
from, my studies.’

Craig Muir 44, from the Isle of 
Skye, also achieved high acco-
lade after being named further 
education student of the year.

Craig began his studies just 
last year after enrolling on the 
crofting and countryside skills 
course in Broadford. 

Having no formal qualification 
before starting, five children 
and grandchildren, Craig said: 
‘I plan to continue my studies 
in horticulture to allow me to 
set up my own business in the 
future. It’s been a great course 
for me and I have recommended 
it to others – a friend has even 
enrolled for this year.’

Guest speaker at the West Highland Museum fundraising dinner 
Mairi Hedderwick, second right, with museum representatives 
Iain Peter MacDonald, left, Colleen Barker and John Hutchison. 

Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Higher Education Student of the Year Rachel Bradley is presented 
with her award by guest speaker Ken Bruce.

College principal and chief executive of West Highland College 
UHI, Lydia Rohmer, and chairman of the West Highland College 

UHI John Hutchison presents the Further Education Student of the 
Year award to Craig Muir, from Broadford.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Caol garden winners 
bloom at prizegiving

Dinner raises £11,000 
for Fort museum funds

THE HIGHLAND Council has 
completed a recruitment drive 
for apprentice mechanics.

More than 250 applications 
were received and nine new 
apprentices have started their 
four-year training programme.

The apprentices will be based 
in Wick, Brora, Inverness, Skye, 
Aviemore and Fort William.   

Councillor Allan Henderson, 
chairman of the Highland 
Council’s Community Services 
Committee, congratulated 
the successful candidates and 
wished them well in their new 
roles.  Kai Campbell and Kyle 
Dempster have started their 
apprenticeship in Fort William 
and Calum MacLeod has be-
gun training in Skye.

FRIENDS of Glen Nevis will 
hold its autumn litter pick 
and curling ponds tidy up on 
Sunday November 20 from 
10.30am to 3.30pm.

Anyone willing to help 
should meet at the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre (Woollen Mill) 
at 10.30am. Equipment and 
lunch will be provided. Contact 
Joy on 01397 772459, Susan on 
01397 701088 or email info@
friendsofnevis.co.uk

PLANS for the extension to 
Fort William’s pontoons  will 
go on show to the public to-
morrow (Friday November 4)

Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company Limited 
is hosting the event at the 
Lime Tree between 2pm and 
8pm.

A SALE of used ski gear will be 
held at the Auction Mart on 
Nevis Range Road on Saturday 
November 19.  

Anyone with items to sell 
should arrive from 9am, 
with the sale open between 
11.30am and 2.30pm. All un-
sold kit must be removed by 
3.30pm.  A small percentage 
of the sale price will go the 
Scottish Ski Club Lochaber 
Section funds. Call Gregor 
Muir on 07710 721800 for more 
information.

LOCHABER Piping Society 
will be holding its piping re-
cital on Saturday November 
12 at 7.30pm at Ben Nevis 
Distillery. Admission £4, 
children free. 

INNSEAGAN Hotel is hosting a 
Stand up to Cancer event on 
Saturday November 12.

Anyone going along should 
wear their wackiest slippers 
to be in with a chance to win 
a prize. The night kicks o�  at 
7.30pm with live music, bu� et 
and ra�  e. 

CAOL in Bloom will hold its 
annual general meeting on 
Tuesday November 15 in 
Caol Community Centre at 
7.30pm. Everyone welcome.

WHAT’S ON

Young mechanics 
take up new jobs 

NAEH-7a

North Argyll
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61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org
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A REMOTE Highland 
school with just eight pupils 
has found a new teacher after 
a social media appeal went 
international.

Laura Marriner will move 
from Hampshire to the small-
est and southernmost island 
of the small isles in Lochaber 
to take up her post as the 
isle of Muck’s new primary 
teacher.

Laura, husband Dean and 
their two young sons Charlie 
and Atticus will move to the 
island, with Laura starting at 
the school in November.

Laura said she is ‘really 
looking forward to getting 
started in the classroom at 
Muck primary and can’t wait 
to meet the children and their 
parents.

She continued: ‘My husband 
and I hope our family will 
settle into community island 
life as swiftly as possible. We 
are strongly supportive of sus-
tainable living and trust this 

A NEW bridge and path are 
being built at Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre.  

Work on the bridge at the 
Highland Council-owned centre 
was due to start last Monday, 
October 31, and will see the old 
structure being replaced with a 
new crossing across the river.

The existing bridge at the youth 
hostel will also be upgraded and 
the riverside path between the 
visitor centre and youth hostel 
will be upgraded. 

The project is being delivered 
by Highland Council, Nevis 
Landscape Partnership and is 
funded by Highland Council, 
Heritage Lottery Fund, High-
lands and Islands Enterprises, 
Scottish Rural Development 
Programme and Sport Scotland.

Dingwall-based consulting en-
gineers, Wallace Stone, worked 
with Highland Council and 
other stakeholders to develop 
designs for the bridge.

Councillor Audrey Sinclair of 
the planning committee said: 
‘These improvements will ena-
ble a far wider range of visitors 
to enjoy the lower-level scenery 
and splendour of the glen and at 
the same time  provide essential 
safety information and guidance 
for anyone climbing higher in 
the Nevis Range. 

In addition to investment in 
the bridge, the Highland Coun-
cil is also contributing £35,000 
to refurbish the visitor centre 
to provide new, informative dis-
plays with vital mountain safety 
information for those venturing 
to the summit of Ben Nevis. 

During construction work, 
diversions will be in place to 
maintain access to Ben Nevis. 
The youth hostel bridge will be 
closed until Friday December 2. 
The riverside path will be closed 
between until February 7 next 
year, with access via Achintee 
remaining open at all times.

TIMESLINE

Laura Marriner, husband Dean and their two young sons 
Charlie and Atticus are moving to Muck.

Remote island turns to social media to land new teacher
Path reopens 
after rockfall 

Grass cutting cost 
under scrutiny   

Coast project in 
society spotlight

‘EMOTIONALLY exhausting’, ‘thought 
provoking’, ‘gripping’ and ‘powerful’ –
some of the words used to describe a per-
formance in Lochaber created to address 
gender inequality and domestic abuse.

Hosted by Lochaber Women’s Aid 
(LWA) at the railway club on October 25, 
Nel Whiting from Scottish Women’s Aid 
and play-write Naomi Breeze touched on 
these sensitive issues.

After a few words from Loraine Revitt of 
LWA, Nel discussed how domestic abuse 
may not necessarily involve violence, and 
that the way we look at it or frame the 
issue can effect the success of services put 
in place to help. 

Nel, who also lectures police officers and 
social workers on the subject, introduced 
the topic of ‘coercive control’ where a 
person’s freedom to go about their every 
day life is limited in an abusive and often 
degrading manner. 

She also shared aspects of her own 

‘survival story’ to the 80-strong crowd of 
mostly women.

Naomi then took to the stage to perform 
a one-woman show named Kaleidoscope, 
a compilation of harrowing ordeals ex-
perienced by various women Naomi has 
spoken to during her research.

After the play, LWA asked the audience 
to write down their thoughts on it to help 
gauge how effective the play had been.

Anita Maclean said the group was 
overwhelmed by the attendance and the 
response. As part of their efforts to sup-
port women and families who are victims 
of domestic abuse, the group recently 
launched a new website which she said has 
already received a boost since the event 
took place.

Lorraine Revitt, added: ‘The website 
went live a week ago and we have already 
noticed an increase in the number of visits 
to the new website since the performance 
of Kaleidoscope.’

Works starts 
on new Glen 
Nevis bridge 
and path

Members of the Lochaber Women’s Aid board, left to right, Chetna Grimshaw, 
Sasha Sutherland, Dierdre Coull, Karen MacInnes, Christine Donnelly and Liz 

Fotheringham look at their new website. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Event highlights domestic abuse

GRASS-CUTTING services 
across the Highlands are 
being reviewed.

The current cost of pro-
viding these services is 
£2.393million, included in 
an overall grounds High-
land Council maintenance 
budget of £4.2million.

Following an agreement 
on August 18, a paper is 
set to go to the Highland 
Council’s community service 
committee today (Thursday 
November 3) recommend-
ing changes. Options 
being looked at are in-house 
provision, full privatisation 
and a mixed service. It has 
already been agreed grass 
cutting in Skye and Lochalsh 
will be delivered in-house.

LOCHABER Natural History 
Society’s next meeting will 
be a talk entitled The Co-Coast 
Project by Dr Hannah Grist of 
the Scottish Association of 
Marine Science.

The meeting will be held 
on Monday November 14 at 
7.30pm in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William. For further infor-
mation contact Ian Strachan 
on 01397 712566 or Jon Mercer  
on 01397 712700.

A PUBLIC walkway closed by a 
landslide near Fort William has 
reopened.

Work began on October 10 to 
remove debris from the slopes 
and footpath of Steall Gorge, 
Glen Nevis, following a signi-
rockfall in mid September.

Contractors will continue to 
work on the path until Novem-
ber 18.

will prove useful in a small 
island community where we 
hope to make a positive con-
tribution.’

Chairman of the Highland 
Council’s Education, Chil-
dren and Adult Services 
committee councillor Drew 
Millar congratulated Mrs 
Marriner on her appointment.

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
welcome Laura to Muck. I am 
sure she will enjoy her time 

teaching here and will receive 
all the support required 
from head teacher Andrew 
Murray.’

The Highland Council was 
helped by the school’s parent 
council to recruit a new 
teacher for the school through 
social media, which attracted 
attention from around the 
globe.

Mr Millar added: ‘Highland 
Council is also grateful for 
Muck parent council’s sup-
port through its social media 
appeal. 

Parent council chairman 
Mark Johnson welcomed 
Laura to Muck and said: ‘On 
behalf of all the parents, we 
are happy to welcome Laura 
and her family to Muck. 

‘The parent council is look-
ing forward to working with 
Laura and supporting her in 
her work. 

‘We are also grateful to 
everyone from far and wide 
who helped with our search.’

We are happy 
to welcome 
Laura and 
her family to 
Muck ”

Mark Johnson
Parent Council chairman

AN ENERGY firm donated a day’s 
labour to a Lochaber community 
trust to provide them with renewa-
ble heating.

Staff from HWEnergy worked 
hard last Friday to link the com-
pany’s biomass boiler to Lochaber 
Rural Education Trust’s (LRET) 
building. LRET organises activities, 
for thousands of people but with 
no heating system and the winter 
fast approaching, conditions in its 
building were becoming a growing 
concern.

Moira Hartley, LRET manager, 
said: ‘We are very proud of our 
achievements but one issue that 
lets us down is the lack of heating 
within our premises. As an interim 

measure we have been using port-
able gas heaters which do not offer 
adequate heating and are not cost 
effective. We are extremely grateful 
to HWEnergy for providing the 
professional support we desperately 
require which will allow us to have 
a more welcoming cosy building and 
be more environmentally friendly.’

HWEnergy added that by sup-
plying heat to the LRET building 
more income will be generated by 
its own biomass boiler in the form 
of Renewable Heat Initiative (RHI) 
payments from the government. 
Income from these payments are 
ring-fenced for a community fund 
which provides grants to projects 
and groups in the area.

THE ISLE of Raasay will 
be jumping this weekend as 
it celebrates whisky, fire and 
song.

Organisers say the annual 
community event will be a 
fun-filled couple of days of 
live music, whisky drinking, 
architectural tours, architec-
ture-inspired cake building 
and torch-lit processions.

The party will begin tomor-
row (Friday November 4) with 
islanders and visitors dusting 
off their vocal cords in a lively 
open-mic night at Raasay 
House.

On Saturday November 5, 
to mark Scotland’s Year Of 
Innovation, Architecture 
and Design, the architects be-
hind R&B Distillers’ Raasay 
distillery – ABIR architects 
– will be leading guests on 
architectural tours of Raasay, 
starting at 10am. 

This will be followed by an 
architectural-themed cake 
competition at noon in which 
the creator of the most im-
pressive baked structure will 
be win a voucher for lunch at 
Raasay House. Highlight of 
the weekend will be a bonfire 
at R&B Distillers’ Raasay 
Distillery followed by a torch-
lit procession across the island 
to the boathouse-turned-bar 
for hot snacks, whisky drink-
ing and live music.

A SMALL festival with big 
ambitions took place last 
weekend.

For the first time, the Fort 
William Mountain Festival 
delivered a ‘MiniFest’ in as-
sociation with West Highland 
College UHI. 

The event, at the Nevis 

Centre last Friday October 
28, was an opportunity to see 
world-class adventure films 
with the audience being treat-
ed to a range of films from 
the ‘Best of Banff’ archives.

The event was a precursor 
for the main festival which 
will be held from Wednesday 

February 15 to Sunday Feb-
ruary 19, 2017.  

Organisers say the festival 
programme will be up on its 
website soon. For further de-
tails email info@mountain-
festival.co.uk. Tickets go on 
sale on Saturday November 
12.

The team pulled together to take part in the Biomass SOS challenge.
Sta�  at HWEnergy spent a day moving equipment into 

place to provide LRET with renewable heating.

Staff put energy into helping trust with heating 

Whisky, 
fi re and 
song on 
Raasay

Mary Gillespie, festival supporter, with festival committee members Dave Wrigglesworth and 
Tina Davenport, right, and Eilid Ormiston of Lochaber College UHI. Photograph: Iain Feguson, The Write Image. 

Curtain rises on fi rst mini 
mountain festival event

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

There are still enormous benefits for everyone with solar energy. Lower bill’s, feed in 
tariff, free electricity combined with solar panels cost at an all-time low it’s a great time 
to invest.
To find out what benefits and savings you can gain call us today.  We’ll give you honest 
free advice on the best way forward for you and absolutely no pushy sales pitch.

                         Call us today and  
                              start saving tomorrow.

Solar energy is still a  
GREAT INVESTMENT  
for homeowners and businesses
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COULD YOU
BE MOVING
FASTER
ONLINE?
Fibre broadband is hare in the 
Highlands and Islands

Check and Order
www.hie.co.uk/fibrefast #Hector

THREE Invergarry Primary School pupils have been 
named young volunteers of the year at the Highland 
coaching awards.

Sarah MacLennan, Megan Stewart and Jade Douglas 
are dance volunteers at the school and completed their 
level one and two dance leadership courses earlier this 
year.

A High Life Highland spokeswomen said: ‘They have 
built up so much confidence leading the dance sessions 
in Invergarry. They have between 10 and 15 boys and 
girls participating in each session. 

‘This has had a big impact in Invergarry with the pri-
mary school being so small. It allows the children to get 
active and have fun in their local area. Without Sarah, 
Megan and Jade volunteering their time, there wouldn’t 
be any after school activities in the area.’

TWO teachers from Kinlochleven High School, Mi-
chelle Du Preez and Chloe Putton, have successfully 
taken part in the Stonewall Scotland School Champions 
programme, aimed at creating a safe and welcoming 
learning environment for pupils of all backgrounds.

Homophobic, biphobic and transphobic (HBT) 
language and bullying is widespread in UK schools, 
affecting young people’s well-being as well as their 
attendance and attainment. A third of gay pupils expe-
rience bullying which leads them to change their future 
educational plans and three in five say it harms their 
academic performance. 

‘Quite apart from this being the right thing to do, 
research shows that secondary schools which take an 
active, positive approach to tackling HBT language 
and bullying get the best results.’ Said Mrs Machin, 
head teacher at Kinlochleven High School. ‘Celebrating 
difference and tackling bullying helps to promote an 
environment for students that is conducive to optimal 
learning and development. I am very proud of my staff 
for taking this on board and working together to make 
sure that this does not happen at Kinlochleven High.’

A NORTH Uist group has been granted £60,000 to help 
it set up a new community centre.

Grimsay community association has been awarded the 
funding from the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Communi-
ty Capital Grant Fund (CCGF).

Councillor Alasdair Macleod, chairman of the sus-
tainable development committee, said: ‘The Comhairle 
has supported a further CCGF project which delivers 
community economic growth and creates income gen-
eration opportunities for small businesses locally with 
additional cultural and social benefit.’

The new centre will provide community services and 
amenities and serve as a social and cultural hub for the 
whole of North Uist.

Pupils from Kinlochleven and Mallaig High Schools learned about running a business at workshops organised by 
Catherine MacDonald of Business Dynamics in the Council Chambers, Lochaber House, on Wednesday October 27. The 
event also helped the young adults in their preparations for a forthcoming schools’ enterprise competition. Workshop 
speakers included Alasdair Miles of Highland Wood Energy, Mary Riddoch of Highlands and Islands Social Enterprise 

Zone,  Frazer Copeland of No Fuss events and Heather Negus of Nevis Range. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

AN ENERGY advice ser-
vice has welcomed a report 
highlighting the need for 
rural Scotland to be made 
a priority when tackling fuel 
poverty.

According to Lochalsh 
and Skye Housing Asso-
ciation (LSHA)’s energy 
advice service, fuel bills 
in areas such as Skye 
are regularly £1,000 a 
year higher than Scottish 

Lochalsh and Skye

North Uist

Lochaber students get down to business

Chloe Putton and Michelle Du Preez completed the 
Stonewall Scotland School Champions training.

North Uist

Kinlochleven

WESTERN Isles council is calling for action to deal 
with population decline in the Outer Hebrides.

Projections in 2014 showed a 13.7 per cent decline in 
population, taking the number of people living in the 
Outer Hebrides from 27,250 in 2014 to 23,515 in 2039.  

It is estimated there will be a 28 per cent decline in the 
0-15 year age group, the largest decline in Scotland, a 21 
per cent decline in the working age population and an 11 
per cent increase in those of pensionable age.

The projections come as the Comhairle is preparing 
for a population conference involving community 
planning partners on Monday November 7 and Tuesday 
November 8.

Comhairle leader Angus Campbell said: ‘Population 
decline is the biggest threat facing our islands and action 
must be taken to stop and reverse the decline.’

SKIERS and snowboarders 
in Scotland and Iceland are 
to benefit from a ‘ground 
breaking’ deal.

Delegates from the 
North Atlantic Ski Areas’ 
Association (NASAA) 
have agreed season ticket 
holders in each country will 
benefit from free skiing or 
snowboarding at the other 
country’s resorts.

The accord was deter-
mined at the sixth biennial 
conference, based at Glen-
shee and The Lecht, by 
representatives of the nine 
Icelandic and five Scottish 
snowsports areas.

The result is that anyone 
buying a season ticket 
from CairnGorm Moun-
tain, Glencoe Mountain, 
Glenshee, Nevis Range or 
The Lecht, or who has pur-
chased an all-area season 
pass from Ski-Scotland, can 
enjoy free uplift at any Ice-

North Uist

The incentive has been described as ‘fresh terrain’ for 
snow sport enthusiasts from both Scotland and Iceland

Photograph: SnowScotland/Steve McKenna.

Ground-breaking deal for skiers 

landic ski area by showing 
their season pass.

Heather Negus, chair-
woman of Ski-Scotland, 
said: ‘We believe this is 
the first international 
agreement between all 
snowsports areas in two 
countries. While there is 

cross-border co-operation 
between individual ski areas 
elsewhere, what makes this 
unique is that it includes 
every lift at every resort in 
Scotland and Iceland.’

The announcement of the 
agreement came just days 
after Scotland’s First Min-

ister signed a memorandum 
of understanding between 
Scotland and Iceland 
formalising the working 
relationship between Vis-
itScotland and the Icelandic 
Tourist Board in sharing 
information to their mutual 
benefit.

Malcolm Roughead, chief 
executive of VisitScotland, 
added: ‘Both Scotland and 
Iceland are small countries 
that punch well above their 
weight on the global tour-
ism stage.

‘The agreement at the 
North Atlantic Ski Areas’ 
Association conference is 
another great example of 
innovative partnership work 
between the two nations 
and we look forward to 
welcoming many Icelandic 
snowsports enthusiasts to 
Scotland’s stunning moun-
tain resorts in the coming 
months and years.’

Morvern at the Mòd
FOR CENTURIES Morvern has been well-known for 
its Gaelic bards and fine singers.  

It was good, therefore, to find so many people from 
the parish qualifying for this year’s Royal National 
Mòd and carrying home prizes. Heartiest congratu-
lations go to: Hector MacKechnie, Hamish Kennedy, 
Layla MacIntyre, Tilly and Verity Lawrence; Rachel 
Bolton; the Lochaline children of Mull Mod Club and 
Morvern’s Burach Choir. 

Hector MacKechnie from Savary, who won this 
year’s highly coveted An Comunn Gàidhealach’s Gold 
Medal, is a descendent of Donald MacKechnie (1836-
1908), a well-known Jura bard and singer. Donald was 
part of a distinguished circle of Celtic scholars which 
included Professor Donald Mackinnon, first holder 
of the Chair of Celtic, the University of Edinburgh; 
Alexander Carmichael, folklorist, antiquarian and ed-
itor of Carmina Gadelica and Dr Alexander Nicolson 
from Skye who was a Gaelic scholar, sheriff-substitute 
of Kirkcudbright and Greenock, and a pioneer of 
mountain climbing in Scotland. 

Donald MacKechnie, or ‘Domhnall MacEacharn’ as 
he was known on his native isle, was a frequent prize 
winner at Mòds at the turn of the 20th century. He 
composed An Sruthan, Am Bothan Beag and Bean a’ 
Chotain Ruaidh but only a few pieces of them are re-
membered. One of his best is Am Fiadh – The Deer. He 
also translated parts of the Rubaiyat – a selection of 
poems originally written in ancient Persian. Hector’s 
many friends in Morvern hope it won’t be long before 
he produces a CD. 

The Morvern contingent were fortunate in having 
Riona Whyte and her son Alasdair from Salen, Mull, 
as tutors. Both are National Mòd gold medallists 
(Stornoway 2001) and (Dunoon 2006). The shining 
accolades don’t stop there. Riona’s mother, Creina 
Jackson (nee MacGregor), took gold for her solo 
singing at the Strontian and Oban Provincial Mòds in 
1951. Now and again, Creina can still be cajoled into 
participating in local ceilidhs or leading the songs of 
praise at Kiel Church. Riona’s late father, Alastair 
Jackson, and his family came from Glen Cannel on 
Mull and Ledgrianach, Appin, before moving to 
Morvern where Alistair took Fiunary Farm next door 
to the manse – home of the most famous family of 
ministers in Scotland.  

A FEW weeks ago, in celebration of National Poetry 
Day, I gave a selection of some of my favourite local 
and national verse. 

Judging by the volume of emails I received they were 
obviously popular. Here are a few more:

The Human Race
I wish I loved the human race; I wish I loved its silly 

face;  I wish I liked the way it walks; I wish I liked the 
way it talks; and when I’m introduced to one, I wish I 
thought what jolly fun. (Sir Walter Alexander Raleigh 
1861-1922).

Northward Bound (on the deerstalker’s express)
Does your heart still beat with the old excitement 

as you wait where the Scotch expresses are? Does it 
answer still to the old indictment of a fond delight in 
the sleeping-car, as it did when the rush through the 
autumn night meant The Gate of Desire ajar? Oh! the 
years, the years, they be rusty and mothy; Oh! the flesh 
it is weak, that once was strong; but the brown burn 
under the stone falls frothy and the music it makes is a 
siren song; then the pony’ll take you as far as the bothy, 
and that’ll help you along. (Alfred Cochrane, English 
cricketer, no date).

The Distiller’s Grace
Oh Gentle Jesus so divine, who turneth water into 

wine; please forgive us mortal men, who merely turn it 
back again. (Anon)

An t’eilean Muileach - The Isle of Mull
But gone are now all these joys forever, like bubbles 

bursting on yonder river. (Dugald Macphail 1819-
1887).

The Burn
You keep me company, hospitable stream, caressing 

the moorland shoulder, or flickering from boulder to 
boulder, gambling goat-footed out of half-light into 
gleam: you keep me company, humming a tune like 
pan-pipes heard in a dream, and how many centuries 
older? I keep you company sing the pipes of dream: 
what matter if blood run colder, if man like a leaf must 
moulder? Spirit of love will abide, and sadness only 
seem. I keep you company, lover immortal, love ever 
young as a stream, and how many centuries older? 
(Written at Ardtornish, Sept 1930, Anon).

Ben Dorain
How finely swept the noble deer across the morning 

hill, while fearlessly played the fawn and doe beside 
the running rill; I heard the black and red grouse 
crow and the belling of the deer. I think those are the 
sweetest sounds that man at dawn may hear. (Duncan 
Ban MacIntyre, 1724-1812; translated from the Gaelic 
by Robert Buchanan).

A welcome to Strontian
On Highland knoll by fairy footsteps prest, 

Strontian’s portal greets the welcome guest. (Words 
above the doorway of Horsey Hall Hotel, Strontian, 
destroyed by fire in 1999. Anon).

The Start (of a hill walk)
Then he said, “In yonder forest there’s a little silver 

stream and whosoever drinks of it his youth shall never 
die”. (Alfred Noyes 1880-1958).

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Horsley Hall Hotel, Strontian.

TOURISM awards in the 
Highlands are targeting 
growth after confirming 
three new sponsors.

The Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards (HITA) 
have announced Caledoni-
an Sleeper, Scottish Canals 
and Inverness-based whole-

averages. It was therefore 
encouraged that the report 
by the Scottish Rural Fuel 
Poverty Task Force stressed 
geography should not be 
a barrier to households 
achieving affordable 
warmth and that remedial 
actions and support should 
be prioritised to the most 
vulnerable households.

Donnie MacKay, who was 
part of the task force and 

is energy advice manager 
for LSHA, said for too long 
the focus has been on the 
‘easy wins’, such as cavity 
wall and loft insulation 
and that it is time to focus 
efforts on more challenging 
properties, otherwise there 
will never be an end to fuel 
poverty.

He added: ‘Remote rural 
Scotland has twice the 
percentage of households 

in fuel poverty as urban 
Scotland and that should 
shame us all. 

‘In the year that fuel 
poverty is meant to have 
been eradicated, it should 
be a sharp reminder to local 
and national government 
that, in terms of accessing 
the basic human right of 
affordable warmth, we 
have a divided country with 
divided opportunities.’

saler Booker have all signed 
up as supporters of the 2016 
awards.

Craig Ewan, chairman 
of HITA, said: ‘The latest 
sponsors are key businesses 
in the Highlands and Is-
lands. 

‘We are delighted they are 

on board and have added 
to the growing number of 
companies supporting and 
developing the awards.’

The free-to-enter awards, 
held in association with 
SSE, were launched in 
March.  

In July it was announced 

the competition had reached 
new heights with a record 
203 entries – up more than 
15 per cent on last year’s 
previous peak figure

The event will culminate 
in a grand final at the King-
smills Hotel in Inverness 
tomorrow (November 4).

Highlands and Islands

A KILMALLIE-BASED group created 
to share their love of music is looking 
forward to its next event.

Creel was set up by Kilmallie residents 
keen to see more live acts coming to play 
in the area.  

Founded by Susie Calderan and Mandy 
Ketchin, Creel hosted its first gig this 
summer. Creel hopes to build on its initial 
success by welcoming ‘Wildings’, as a trio 
of young women hailing from the far-flung 
corners of Orkney, Northumberland and 
Skye, to Caol Community Centre on No-

vember 11. Susie and Mandy said: ‘Creel’s 
first gig, the Corn Potato String Band, 
was such a success. It was great to see so 
many people having such a good night en-
joying live acoustic music in a small local 
venue. We’re trying to make sure there’s 
plenty of variety in our events. Wildings 
promises to deliver different music, but 
just as exciting.’

To find out more, join the Creel mailing 
list, share ideas or book tickets for Wild-
ings, contact Creel at creelevents@gmail.
com

Live music group hits the 
right notes with Caol gig

Wildings will play Caol Community Centre on Friday November 11.
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

NEWS that the hospital in Oban is 
to be able to give pregnant women 
ultrasound scans once three new 
posts are � lled next year sparked a 
lot of comment.
Yvonne MacLean posted: ‘About time! 
It’s scandalous that appropriate servic-
es for pregnant women is not available 
at the moment in Oban.’
Julia Race agreed: ‘How can you have 
a maternity unit without an ultrasound 

scanner, that’s disgraceful, it’s not the 
1950s.’
Sophie Maccoll asked: ‘What hap-
pened to the ones the used to have? 
there still quali� ed ultrasound sta�  up 
there is there not?’
Katrina Morrison questioned: ‘About 
time ... Wot happened to the one they 
had tho.’
Rita Hargey added: ‘What about the CT 
Scan? It’s a costly piece of equipment...

with no experienced professional that 
knows how it work it... it just collects 
dust while we have to travel back & 
forth to the city... its a disgrace!’
Jacqueline Douglas wrote: ‘Now 
that’s good news for Oban.’
Marie Archer said: ‘Not before time!’
Susan Summers queried: ‘Why did 
they take away the one they had?’
Susan Jean posted: ‘You mean they 
don’t have one! Help!’

Gaelic road signs 
should be scrapped
Sir,
On a recent trip up to the West Coast, 
we came upon a van on the A82, south 
of Crianlarich, which had lost a front 
wheel, in a rather large pothole in the 
road, and had come to a halt nose 
down in the verge. 

The driver was unhurt and was wait-
ing beside the road for the recovery 
company. Later in the afternoon, on 
the A85, we hit a similar sized pothole 
which dislodged pipes under our 
campervan, spraying a tank full of 
diesel all over the road, and bringing 
us to a halt near Benderloch. 

We also had a wait by the roadside 
for the recovery man and, unable to 
reach our caravan site that night, had 
to slowly make our way back to North 
Ledaig Caravan Park. 

During our week’s holiday, we 
did a bit of driving around between 
Crianlarich, Oban, Fort William and 
so on, and could not help noticing the 
dual language road signs. We could 
not help noticing the signs because 
they were not very helpful and made 
navigation more difficult when you 
are strangers to the area. 

We assume that Gaelic-speaking 
locals do not even look at the signs 
as they already know their way about 
the county. These new signs must have 
cost an awful lot of money – money 
that could have been better spent 
filling in potholes, flattening bumps, 
straightening out the excessive 
number of bends and erecting crash 
barriers at danger spots.

As we mentioned, our campervan 
ground to a halt outside the village of 
Benderloch on the A828. A resident 
of the village was walking by and 
asked if we were okay, had a recovery 
company and if we had a signal for our 
mobile phones. We thanked him for 
his concern and he went on his way. 

Fifteen minutes later he returned in 
his car with warning triangles, which 
he put out on the road. He then made 
sure that we had food and water. 
Parking his car off the road, he said 
he would stay until the recovery van 
arrived as he didn’t like to think of us 
being stuck there on our own. 

Unfortunately, we did not get his 
name but, through your newspaper, 
we would like to send him our thanks. 
In a world where most people are only 
too glad to pass by on the other side, 
it was wonderful to meet a true good 
Samaritan. 

Our thanks go to him, the recovery 
man from Stag Garage, the staff at 
North Ledaig Caravan Park and the 
staff at the Bunree Caravan Club Site. 

John and Jackie Paddison,
White Craig, Drummore.

A crude boundary 
numbers game
Sir, 
The proposal from the Boundary 
Commission to reduce Scotland’s rep-
resentation at Westminster from 59 
to 53 is profoundly anti-democratic, 
particularly at a time when member-
ship of the unelected and unaccount-

able House of Lords is expanding year 
on year.

By reducing the number of High-
lands and Islands seats from five to 
four, it’s almost certain that there 
will be more members of the House 
of Lords resident in the Highlands 
and Islands than there will be elected 
MPs. 

The least we should expect is that 
while we remain part of the United 
Kingdom, Scotland’s voice continues 
to be heard and Scotland’s rural and 
island communities continue to be 
properly represented at Westminster. 

The Boundary Commission propos-
als are based on a desire to equalise 
constituencies on the basis of popula-
tion. 

It’s a crude numbers game in which 
lines have been drawn on a map 
until they get as close to the figure of 
80,000 electors they want. In so doing, 
however, the commission has taken no 
cognisance whatsoever of the history, 
geography or the topography of the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 

If this proposal goes through, ex-
cluding the Western Isles, there will 
be just three Members of Parliament 
to represent every single person living 
between the Mull of Kintyre and John 
O’Groats. 

How can the Boundary Commission 
expect just three MPs adequately 
to serve the needs of people in such 
widespread and diverse communities 
and provide them with the level of 
service they would receive if they lived 
in Glasgow or Edinburgh? 

The proposed new constituency of 
Argyll, Bute and Lochaber will stretch 
from Campbeltown to Mallaig. It will 
cover 10,000 square kilometres and 
will take in two local authority areas 
– all of Argyll and Bute and part of 
Highland Council. According to the 
AA, to travel from one end of this 
new constituency to the other by car 
could take almost seven hours – just 
slightly less than it would take to fly 
from Glasgow to New York. 

These proposal are based on 
numbers, not need. They take no 
account of our geography, our unique 
circumstances or the needs of our 
communities. 

They are definitely not in the best 
interests of the people of Argyll and 
Bute or the people of Lochaber and I 
urge everyone to make their opinion 
known during the consultation pe-
riod and hope fully, together we can 
maintain the Highlands and Islands 
representations at Westminster.

Brendan O’Hara,
MP for Argyll and Bute.
 

Cannabis cannot be 
prescribed safely
Sir,
On October 15, 2016, the SNP con-
ference backed a motion to decrim-
inalise cannabis for medical usage. 
An impassioned speech was made 
for progressive social justice which 
sought help for those in chronic pain. 
The only questioning delegate was 
jeered.

Savitex is the medicinal cannabis 
which has already been made avail-
able in Scotland for people with 

multiple sclerosis. It was sanctioned 
by the Scottish Medicines Consorti-
um despite the lack of a convincing 
evidence. 

The SNP policy to decriminalise 
cannabis for medical use in chronic 
pain would be difficult to implement. 
Surveys report 20 per cent of the 
Scottish population are in some form 
of chronic pain. Would the NHS have 
to grant licences to those judged to be 
in chronic pain?

Encouraging the smoking of decrim-
inalised cannabis plants would have 
considerable impacts on patients, 
even if the drug itself was purchased 
at the patient’s expense. Cannabis 
smoking has a powerful adverse 
effect on the lungs and causes chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease even 
more aggressive than tobacco.  

Large quantities would have to be 
smoked to alleviate the physical pain. 
The ‘free’ drug to the NHS would 
actually cost about £60 a month per 
patient in inhalers for the lungs dam-
aged by smoking cannabis. 

The SNP is always keen to learn 
from the Nordic experience in policy 
development for a healthy Scotland. 
The evidence base for the harmful 
effects of cannabis comes from a 
study of Swedish Army recruits which 
showed correlation between cannabis 
usage and later psychosis.

Cannabis-induced psychosis is very 
serious for the individuals affected for 
life and their families. Decriminalis-
ing cannabis for medical use would 
risk a massive increase in cannabis 
psychosis. 

Tobacco-based cigarettes have 
required taxes for social control. 
Organised crime has now moved into 
the supply of tax-free cigarettes as a 
response to addiction. 

If untaxed medicinal cannabis be-
came freely available, would current 
tobacco smokers switch to cheaper 
cannabis?

Future spend on NHS drugs in an 
independent Scotland would have 
to anticipate a requirement for long-
term anti-psychotics and inhalers. 

I am sure those who voted for the 
decriminalisation of cannabis for 
medical usage in SNP policy did so 
to empathise with Scottish citizens 
in chronic pain. However, the conse-
quences to the nation’s health would 
be considerable. 

Cannabis can be addictive and 
causes psychosis. It causes chronic 
lung disease in most people. There 
is no medical evidence base that it is 
an effective drug for treating chronic 
pain.

Cannabis impairs driving more sig-
nificantly than many painkillers. We 
have just managed to crack down on 
drink driving. This policy risks going 
back decades in road safety with a 
medical excuse.

NHS Scotland policies seek to 
encourage self-care and patient 
autonomy in all chronic diseases, 
including pain. However, the SNP 
policy to decriminalise cannabis for 
medical usage would only encourage 
more dependency among Scottish 
citizens and stop the development of 
personal empowerment in dealing 
with chronic pain.

Dr James Douglas, 
Seafi eld Gardens, Fort William.

Happy Hallowe’en
There are always a few scary sights 
out and about in Glasgow on a typi-
cal weekend, but last weekend was 
particularly bonkers as the streets 
were filled with people in fancy dress 
costumes for Hallowe’en. 

The ‘teuchter triangle’ (that famous 
section of the West End between the 
Park Bar, the Islay Inn and the Snaf-
fle Bit) is a scary place at the best of 
times. 

More Highlanders have been known 
to go missing for days in there than 
have ever been lost within the Bermu-
da Triangle. 

This weekend, the triangle saw its 
fair share of interesting costumes. 

Dùn Mòr, for example, dressed up 
as vampires for their gig in the Park 
Bar on Sunday night which was quite 
a surreal sight.

In my opinion, however, no costume 
this year came anywhere close to 
beating last year’s sterling effort from 
Trail West’s Seonaidh MacIntyre 
from South Uist. 

Seonaidh ingeniously played upon 
his striking resemblance to Father 
Dougal from hit television series 
Father Ted. You can look at the picture 
and argue among yourselves which 
one is Father Dougal and which one 
is Seonaidh.

The gatherings begin
The Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
annual gathering takes place this 
weekend – details are included below 
in the What’s on section. 

Singers at the concert on Friday are 

Mairi MacLennan, Catriona Mac-
Neil, Murdo Wasp MacDonald and 
Calum Alex MacMillan. 

Charles MacLeod is the accordi-
onist and Marisa MacDonald is the 
chairperson. 

Admission is £10 and children can 
get in for free. 

After the huge success of the 
first Eriskay annual gathering last 
weekend, at which a sold-out GUU 
danced to the music of Eriskay Lilt, 
the associations are looking ahead to 
a busy month of  gatherings starting 
with the Lewis and Harris, continuing 
with the Jura gathering concert, then 
the Tiree annual gathering later on in 
the month, and the Coll gathering at 
the end. 

What’s on
Thursday November 3: Glasgow 

Lewis and Harris Association 
annual dinner, Pond Hotel, 7.15pm 
for 7.30pm.
Friday November 4: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association annual 
gathering concert, Glasgow Univer-
sity Union, 7.30pm. 
Friday November 4: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association annual 
dance, Glasgow University Union, 
10.30pm-2am. 
Thursday November 17: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering concert 
in the Partick Burgh Hall.
Friday November 18: The Tiree 
Association annual gathering dance 
in Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday November 19: Gunna 
Sound in the Park Bar afternoon and 
evening.
Saturday November 19: Tide Lines 
in the Art School, Glasgow, with 
support, at 7pm. 
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.

Pub scene 
Park Bar.
Friday November 4: Nicky Mc-
Michan.
Saturday November 5: Dùn Mòr. 
Sunday November 6: Dùn Mòr. 
Islay Inn. 
Friday November 4: The Keelies.
Saturday November 5: Crooked 
Reel. 
Wednesday November 9: quiz night. 

CHAIDH na h-uiread de dh’amasan 
an coileanadh aig cèilidh ann an 
Taigh-Òsta West End anns a’ Ghear-
astan Disathairne seo chaidh. 

Bha an seòmar-cuirme làn le còrr air 
ceud gu leth ag èisteachd ri taghadh 
de shàr sheinneadairean Gàidhlig, 
agus a’ dannsa ri ceòl den ìre as fheàrr 
cuideachd. 

Dha Joyce agus Seumas Camshron 
bha an tachartas seo na dhleastanas 
a gheall iad dha Teàrlach MacColla 
nach maireann, fear a rinn uimhir thar 
iomadh bliadhna gus airgead-taice 
a thogail dha caochladh iomairtean 
eadar leasachadh na Gàidhlig agus 
carthannais slàinte. 

Bha Teàrlach airson taic a thoirt 
dha Ospadal Erskine ach gu mì-fhor-
tanach thug tinneas bhuainn e mun 
deach aige air sin a dhèanamh.

Mar sin b’ e a’ chiad amas aig a’ 
chèilidh, agus mar chuimhneachan 
air Teàrlach, airgead a thogail dha 
Ospadal Erskine a th’ air a bhith 
a’ toirt aire agus cobhair fad ceud 
bliadhna a-nise dha fir agus mnathan 
a bhuineadh dha seirbheisean dìon na 
Rìoghachd. 

Tha mìle neach fo aire an ospadail 
gach bliadhna an-dràsta agus cha 

bheag an dùbhlan a th’ aig an ionad 
an £8.8 millean sa bhliadhna a tha an 
t-seirbheis sin a’ cosg aig an àm seo, a 
chruinneachadh.

Bha batal uamhasach an Somme 
a’ dol nuair a chaidh an t-ospadal 
a stèidheachadh ann an 1916 agus 
tha iomadh mìle euslainteach air 
frithealadh agus furtachd fhaotainn 
bhuaipe bhon uairsin.

Gus ciad amas na cèilidh a choilean-
adh chaidh taghadh de shàr sheinne-
adairean is luchd-ciùil fhiathachadh 
gus luchd-èisteachd a thàladh. 

Bha mòran de na seinneadairean 
sin air a bhith nan dlùth luchd-taice 
dha Teàrlach nuair a bha e fhèin cho 
dìcheallach a’ ruith chèilidhean agus 
a’ togail airgead. Bha ùidh shònraichte 
aig Teàrlach cuideachd ann a bhith 
a’ brosnachadh òigridh an lùib ciùil 
Gàidhlig agus bha e air leth iomchaidh, 
agus cuideachd na mhisneachadh mòr 
a bhith a’ cluinntinn òigridh a bha cho 
comasach a’ gabhail pàirt.

Chaidh tiogaidean na cèilidh uile an 
reic goirid an dèidh dhan cheann-la-
tha a bhith air fhoillseachadh, a’ 
dearbhadh an dà chuid an rùn a bh’ 
aig uimhir a dhaoine cuimhneachadh  
air Teàrlach, agus  cuideachd an 

cuid aithne air ìre a’ chiùil a bhiodh 
romhpa. 

Cha robh briseadh dùil aig duine 
aca agus cha chuala mi riamh uimhir 
a’ moladh tachartas mar ‘a’ chèilidh a 
b’ fheàrr’ air an robh iad riamh.

Fìor mholadh air an robh an 
taigh-òsta, an luchd-ciùil, agus an 
luchd-èisteachd uile airidh.

Bha amas aig Joyce dà mhìle not a 
thogail dha Erskine, agus aig crìoch 
na cèilidh bha faisg air dà mhìle 
gu leth cruinn is beagan fhathast ri 
thighinn. Bhiodh Teàrlach moiteil 
da-rìribh!

OVER many years the late Charlie 
MacColl raised thousands of pounds 
for Gaelic causes and other charities. 

And before his untimely passing he 
was planning a fundraising event for 
Erskine Hospital.

His close friends Joyce Mathers and 
Jimmy Cameron honoured Charlie’s 
memory by organising an outstand-
ingly successful ceilidh in Fort Wil-
liam last Saturday, raising more than 
£2.500 for Erskine. Congratulations!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There has been considerable – and understandable – 
frustration over transport matters in the Lochaber 

area. The concern is not limited to any single issue but 
covers the whole remit of transport, including roads, 
rail services and ferries.

As a result, we must seek to take positives from the 
visit by the transport minister, Humza Yousaf, to Fort 
William this week. Mr Yousaf’s presence at a transport 
forum was welcome and he seems to have engaged well 
with the other stakeholders. Mr Yousaf appears to have 

been commendably honest – yet also realistic – in his 
assessment of the problems affecting Lochaber and the 
likelihood of solutions and money being found. 

There is, unfortunately, no quick fix to the many 
transport-related shortcomings. As ever, these problems 
will require funding, and Mr Yousaf was open about the 
difficulties he faces in finding money. However, trans-
port is crucial to the Lochaber economy and we urge 
the Scottish Government to do all it can to improve our 
transport links.

Several local charities bene� ted from an open day held at Oban � re station in March 1993. Senior divisional o�  cer 
David Kennedy, centre, presented cheques to, ARMS, the Handicapped Association, Oban Day Centre, Guides, and 

Soroba Youth Centre. Other cheques went to the Romanian Fire� ghters Trust and the Fire Service Benevolent Fund.

Uncanny! There have been some 
great costumes but none to beat 

Seonaidh MacIntyre who dressed as 
Father Dougal from Father Ted.
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Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P
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£7.95
including P&P
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NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of stunning 
calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethers-
fi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY
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TIMESLINE
Plan for 650 new 
a� ordable homes

Oban charity is up 
for funding award

Road will be closed 
overnight for work

HOPE 2 Oban has been short-
listed from 800 applicants for 
the Royal Bank of Scotland 
Skills and Opportunities fund. 
To vote for the project, go to 
http://skillsandopportunities 
fund.natwest.com/vote/vote-
in-scotland.html

Proposals are being put forward 
to the Scottish Government by 
Argyll and Bute Council to build 
up to 650 more a� ordable homes 
in the area over the next � ve 
years as part of the Argyll and 
Bute Strategic Housing Invest-
ment Plan.

  To date, 554 new a� ordable 
homes have already been built in 
the region in the past � ve years 
as part of the plan. 

This � gure exceeds the local 
housing strategy target of 550 
new a� ordable homes by 2016.

WORK to resurface a section of 
the A83 through the village of 
Lochgair has started.

The improvements on this 
section of the A83 were sched-
uled to begin on Sunday but the 
start was put back to Tuesday 
November 1. Works will take 
place overnight between 8pm 
and 7am on week nights, with no 
works scheduled to take place on 
Friday or Saturday nights. 

A road closure will be in place 
each night during working hours 
to ensure the safety of the work-
force and motorists. Local access 
will be maintained at approxi-
mately hourly intervals.

Council faces a possible 
£40m budget black hole
ARGYLL and Bute Council could 
face further cuts of up to £40 million 
over the next three years to meet an 
‘unpreced ented’ funding gap in its 
budget, according to new estimates.

A report presented to the council’s 
Policy and Resources Committee on 
August 18 estimated a funding gap for 
2017-20 of between £16.9 million in the 
best case scenario, and £33.9 million in 
the worst. It also projected a shortfall of 
between £3.4 million and £10.5 million 
from 2017-18.

Now those deficits have been 
revised upwards following analysis 
by the Fraser of Allander Institute, 
which was released in September. 

The council’s updated report, 
presented at the Policy and Re-
sources Committee meeting on 
October 27 reads: ‘They report 
that the financial outlook looks 
just as, if not more, challenging 
than we have had in the past few 
years. It predicts the average reduc-
tion in funding for ‘unprotected’ pub-
lic services, such as local government, 
could be in the range of between 2.6 
and 4.5 per cent between now and 
2020-21. 

‘The estimate of Scottish Govern-
ment funding has been updated to 
reflect a worsening position. The 
funding gap estimated over the 
three-year period 2017-18 to 2019-20 
has been revised to be between £18.2 
million and £39.9 million, with a 
gap of between £4 million and £13.1 
million in 2017-18.’

Savings have been identified in 
the council’s print management of 
£140,000 by 2018-19, and in its loans 
charges budget, with a ‘prudent 
ongoing reduction of £250,000 built 
into the estimates’. Catering and 

cleaning services were also subject to 
a savings review, which acknowledged 
there were ‘no easy wins in terms of 
generating extra revenues or reducing 
catering and cleaning costs’, with 
‘current cleaning standards [are] at 
the lower end of acceptable’.

The Scottish Government is expected 
to announce its draft budget after the 
Chancellor’s autumn statement on 
November 23. 

Oban South and the Isles councillor 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘We will not 
know what our settlement will be until 
Decem ber. There is only one thing for 
certain: budgets are going down. The 
government is following its manifesto. 
Education and health are at the top, 
but local government does not seem to 
be anywhere near the top.

‘Nothing is surer: we are going to have 
to stop things. It is imperative to find 
out what people want us to preserve, 
and what they want to stop.’ He said he 
hoped ‘people will come forward with 
suggestions to mitigate the dreadful 
situation we are in’. 

Oban, Lorn and the Isles’ coun-
cillors held an open council surgery 
on the cuts and other local issues at 
Oban’s Corran Halls on Wednesday 
evening.

Kieron Green, councillor for Oban 
North and Lorn, called a £40 million 
cut ‘unprecedented’ and ‘undeliv-
erable’, and said it would leave the 
council ‘unable to continue local gov-
ernment services as we know them. 

‘I question whether we can deliver 
£40 million worth of savings while 
continuing services people expect 
and the council is required to provide: 
bin collections, road maintenance 
– people are already complaining 
about potholes. There has to be a 
recognition it is unsustainable. Com-
munities are going to have to play a 
much bigger role in delivering these 
services.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Fancy that! Disco is a real spooktacle

ST COLUMBA’S Primary 
School in Oban had a 
spooktacular turn-out for its 
Hallowe’en disco. 

George Noble provided the 
disco, while the hall had been 

decorated with a spooky 
theme by the Parent Council. 
Best-dressed prizes went to 
Niamh Burns of primary five, 
dressed as the Marshmallow 
Princess, and Carter Camp-

bell as a pumpkin. The Early 
Years Group also shared in 
the fun, with the under-fives 
enjoying a Hallowe’en party 
with lots of lovely costumes. 

The school would like to 

thank everyone who was 
involved as all the children 
had a wonderful time. 

For more Hallowe’en 
photographs, see page 10. 

Photograph: Kevin McGlynn



Thursday 3 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 15NEWS
FW

TICKETS TO SEE 
MIKE DENVER - 

 GALWAY BOY
THE 

CORRAN 
HALLS ON 
SATURDAY 

12TH 
NOVEMBER.

We are giving away 6 pairs of tickets this 
week and next week!
To be in with a chance of winning, tell us:
Which county in Ireland does Mike hail from?
Email pclifford@obantimes.co.uk with your answer, remembering 
to include your name, address and telephone number.

The first 6 correct entries received will each win a pair of tickets to the show on the 12th 
November. Closing date Thursday 10th November. Winners will be notified by telephone and 
email. Editor’s decision is final. No cash alternative.

WINWIN
E X C L U S I V E  C O M P E T I T I O N

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

Lorraine shows 
she’s on the ball

Police ask for help 
from witnesses
A 28-YEAR-OLD man was seri-
ously assaulted on Glencruitten 
Road at 5.30am on October 29.

A 36-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator � s-
cal for shoplifting from Boots 
in Oban. The incident took 
place at noon on October 29. 

POLICE are also appealing for 
information regarding an act of 
vandalism in Camus Road, Dun-
beg between 6.45pm on October 
29 and 9.45am on October 30, 
when the windscreen and rear 
window of a blue Vauxhall Corsa 
were smashed. 

OBAN police say they will be 
taking any reports of egg 
throwing very seriously, 
after incidents emerged of 
distressed elderly people who 
had their windows ‘egged’.

ANYONE with any information 
about the incidents above should 
contact Oban police on 101.

A WOMAN from Oban got an 
unexpected surprise last week – 
winning £100 in The Oban Times’s 
Spot the Mòd Ball competition.

Lorraine MacLennan success-
fully found a football, which had 
been removed from the photo-
graph. One of her 20 crosses was 
positioned in the centre of the 
ball.

The shocked mother of two said 
that she never wins anything.

Editor Susan Windram, left, 
hands Lorraine her cheque.

Convenor hits out at councillor
OBAN Community Council’s 
convenor spoke out this week 
following a disagreement with a 
local councillor.

In June, Oban community 
councillors filed a complaint 
against Oban North and Lorn 
councillor Julie McKenzie, 
accusing her of breaching the 
councillors’ code of conduct. 

The complaint was sparked by 
a discussion about young people 
using Stafford Street for skate-
boarding and biking. 

Councillor McKenzie then 
posted on her official Facebook 
page on October 6: ‘The com-
plaint was made by the chair of 
Oban Community Council in ref-
erence to comments made by me 
at a community council meeting 

where I appealed to community 
councillors not to go down the 
route of criminalising the young 
people who use Stafford Street 
for skateboarding etc. 

‘I have not been in attendance at 
any meeting of Oban Community 
Council since this complaint was 
filed as private meetings were 
being conducted by community 
councillors on this subject. I 
understand that these private 
meetings have now stopped.’ 

Councillor McKenzie also 
published, for the sake of trans-
parency, council monitoring of-
ficer Douglas Hendry’s response 
to the complaint. Mr Hendry’s 
letter, containing Marri Malloy’s 
name and address, stated he 
would not pursue the complaint.

He wrote: ‘Councillor McKen-
zie is clear she advocated strongly 
for young people wishing to 

skateboard in the Oban area, 
but did not do so in an improper 
manner. I accept that position.’

The letter was still visible on 
Ms McKenzie’s Facebook page 
when Oban Community Council 
met in the Rockfield Centre on 
Monday October 31 when con-
vener Ms Malloy said: ‘I am sick 
to death of Councillor McKenzie 
putting my name and address 
on her Facebook page accusing 
me of personally reporting her 
to the council. I signed the letter 
of complaint on behalf of Oban 
Community Council (OCC) as 
convener as I was asked by mem-
bers of OCC to write this letter 
on their behalf. The complaint 
was made due to comments 
made on Councillor McKenzie’s 
Facebook page about Oban 
Community Council, which were 
both inaccurate and defamatory. 

‘The ‘ongoing private meetings’ 
which are referred to on her 
Facebook page refers to two 
meetings – both of which were 
held at the end of Oban Com-
munity Council meetings – one 
to ensure the letter I had written 
was what the members wanted, 
the second to read out the reply. 
For the avoidance of doubt, there 
are no ongoing private meetings.

‘I would like to go back to last 
year at a community planning 
meeting when the young people 
gave an excellent presentation 
on what they envisaged for a 
skatepark. There were four or 
five community councillors 
attending and we spoke to some 
of the young people and said we 
would support them, but they 
didn’t come to us for support. 

‘Now I would ask the coun-
cillors why, when a committee 

was being set up, OCC was not 
invited to attend? 

‘It seems Councillor McKen-
zie’s Facebook page is being used 
to inform the community that 
this community council is against 
young people building a skate 
park, causing ill feeling among 
people reading this page.

‘This is totally untrue: we asked 
at a community council meeting 
if a committee was being set up 
and that we would like to be a 
part of it. 

‘I would have thought Argyll 
and Bute councillors should have 
enough work to attend to, instead 
of maligning someone who works 
for the community as a volunteer.’

Councillor McKenzie res-
ponded: ‘I am eager to engage 
positively with anyone who wants 
to help the young folk move their 
skatepark project forward. At the 

end of the day, it’s about helping 
them create a self-contained 
space where they can practice 
their hobby safely.

‘It’s early days with this and I 
see my role as helping the young 
members of the group to drive 
this forward. We’re working to 
get the group constituted, then 
we’ll see if we can develop their 
ideas further and help them 
access funding.

‘That’s what I am focused on, 
rather than wasting time on 
pointless spats which achieve 
nothing and take attention away 
from the issue at hand – helping 
the youth of the town. 

‘I’ll continue using my social 
media channels as tools for com-
munity engagement and to keep 
my constituents informed about 
anything which is in the public 
interest.’

Hearing will decide 
fate of Connel house
COUNCILLORS are holding a 
public hearing in Connel Village 
Hall this morning (Thursday No-
vember 3) to decide how to solve 
a planning mistake by officers, 
which left a house being built too 
close to a pensioner’s home.

Ann Colthart’s 28sqm exten-
sion, built 14 years ago, wasn’t 
included in the plans and has 
resulted in a two-storey semi-de-
tached house on St Oran’s 
Place being built nine metres 
away from her property, when 
guidelines state it must be at least 
18 metres away.

The septuagenarian, who 
has lived there for 32 years, 
contacted planning officers in 
May, and work was halted to 
seek a solution. Argyll and Bute 
Council admitted falling short 
of its own standards, apologised 
for the situation and distress, and 
said it was seeking a remedy.

A planning application, sub-
mitted by MacLeod Construc-
tion Ltd on July 22, proposed 
‘alterations to rear fenestration, 
installation of new fenestration 
on gable elevation and erection 
of wall and hedging on NE 
boundary’. 

Last month the Planning, Pro-
tective Services and Licensing 
Committee agreed to hold a site 
visit followed by a pre-determi-
nation hearing today in Connel 
Village Hall at 11.30am today, 
when a decision will be made. 

The meeting’s minutes record 
two mistakes were made: ‘Firstly, 
the site and location plans sub-
mitted by the applicant used out 
of date Ordnance Survey data 
and did not depict a sun room 
constructed on the side elevation 
of the neighbouring proper-
ty. Secondly, a site inspection was 
not undertaken by officers.’

PEOPLE in Oban queued for more than 
an hour to give blood last week at the 
Corran Halls.

The Scottish National Blood Transfu-
sion Service was in town on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to allow Obanites to donate.

There seemed to be a lot more interest in 
donating this time around, thanks to one 
Oban mum.

Jemma Campbell gave birth to baby 
Ashton in January. He was born 14 weeks 
prematurely and had to undergo eight 
lifesaving blood transfusions.

Ashton spent the first months of his life 
in the newborn intensive care unit (NICU) 
at the Princess Royal Maternity Hospital 
in Glasgow.

Jemma posted a heartfelt plea on social 
media, which attracted hundreds of shares, 
reaching more than 11,000 people. She 
explained how important blood donations 
were to her family. 

She said: ‘I am thankful – thankful for all 
these people who have walked into giving 
blood centres all over our country.

‘They might have never walked into an 
NICU. They might not know how critical 
their gift was to Ashton.

‘In NICU, Ashton had 
eight blood transfu-
sions and each of them 
was to save his life.

‘They might not 
know that the pint of 
blood they gave saves 
premature babies’ lives, 
but I know, my family know and my friends 
know.

‘I will be thankful for all these people 
who have taken that hour to give blood for 
the rest of my life.

‘If you know someone who 
has given blood, let them 
know how critical their blood 
is in an NICU. It’s not just a 
slogan – it really is the gift of 
life.

‘A rare blood is the blood 
you go to get off the shelf that 

isn’t there.
‘So if you have felt you wanted to help us 

out in some way since our little boy came 
into the world, lend an arm. Could I please 
all ask you to give blood?’

Oban residents � ock to give blood after mum’s plea
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Sport

Cycling

Fort William                  2
Huntly                   5
Highland League

Indoor football

Cricket

Disappointing day at the offi ce for 
Fort William

Football

NEAR perfect weather con-
ditions - light winds, cool tem-
peratures and no rain - greeted 
the 19 riders taking part in this 
year’s  annual West Highland 
Wheelers race from Fort Au-
gustus to Fort William.

Despite the unusually pleasant 
conditions causing some last 
minute dilemmas about what to 
wear, hopes were high for some 
good times.

This proved to be the case as 
the race was won by Stephen 
Dent in one hour, 38 minutes - 
18 minutes faster than last year’s 
winning time.

Stephen had a great battle with 

THERE was another disap-
pointing result for Fort William 
at the weekend as they lost 5-2 at 
home to Huntly.

The home side again paid the 
price for not taking some of 
their many chances at Satur-
day’s match.

Fort scorer Scottie Davidson 
prepares to put his � rst goal 
away unhindered by Huntly’s 
Sean Croll.
Photo:  Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

MORE than 100 players have already 
signed up to this year’s indoor winter 
football league in the Nevis Centre.  

Sammy’s Fish and Chip shop in Caol has 
agreed to sponsor the 2016 competition 
which will now be known as Sammy’s 
Indoor Winter League. 

Sponsorship money has already been 
used to buy new nets, balls, a trophy and 
medals for the winners. 

Co-ordinator Robert MacMillan said: 

Sammy’s indoor football league gets under way
‘It’s great to have a local company helping 
towards the running costs and more than 
100 players will benefit from it this year.’

The first matches kicked off in the Nevis 
Centre last Sunday evening with The 
Goon Squad, Inverlochy United, HWE, 
Fiorentina Turner, The Young Team. Nev-
is Range, The Stoaters, Doghouse Thistle 
Ballatasaray and Portowcy making their 
debut in the new league. 

Games will be played weekly and more 

information can be found on the league’s 
Facebook page. 

Week 1 results - Goon Squad 7, Bal-
latasaray 5; Fiorentina Turner 8, The  
Young Team; Inverlochy 3, HWE 1; 
Portocwy 14, Nevis Range 5, Stoaters 2, 
Doghouse Thistle 12.

Ex-Nairn County player Rob-
bie Duncanson was the star man 
for the visitors helping himself 
to four goals.

Fort’s cause was not helped by 
the dismissal of keeper David 
Harrison who was replaced by 
veteran Jimmy Paterson before 
Ross Still got the fifth.

Fort’s top scorer Scottie 
Davidson then fired home two 
‘stunners’ to take his tally for 

the season so far to an impres-
sive 10.

Next up is a trip to Inverurie 
Locos, followed by visits to Bro-
ra Rangers and Fraserburgh, 
before the Fort’s next home 
game against Buckie Thistle on 
Saturday December 3.

Fort William’s under-17 team 
took on Oban Saints’ under-17s 
in a friendly match on the 3G 
pitch at Lochaber High School 
last Sunday morning.

The visitors impressed with a 
first class performance winning 
3-0 thanks to two goals from 
Daniel MacCuish and the other 
from Craig Easton.

A sporting encounter was 
well handled by referee Deek 
Cameron.

The teams hope to organise 
another game in Oban.

Stephen wins Fort to Fort race
Donald Patterson who pushed 
him hard all the way to the 
finish line a mere seven seconds 
behind. Third place was taken 
by James Shirley who claimed 
he should get a special prize 
for being the first person on a 
mountain bike to cross the line. 

Despite building up a respect-
able early lead, Gary MacDon-
ald unfortunately punctured 
on the infamous descent down 
towards Balmaglaster and had 
to withdraw from the race.

First lady home was Nix 
Forster, who beat her time from 
last year by 27 minutes. Second 
lady home was Gill Barnes who 

beat her time from last year 
by an even more impressive 32 
minutes.

Thanks go to everyone who 
helped with the race organi-
sation - Jacqui, Dave, Daniel, 
Cory, Nicola, Paul, Andy and 
Marian.

Special thanks must also go 
to Nevis Range for allowing the 
club to use its pick-up truck as a 
sweeper vehicle. 

Entry fees from the race are 
being donated to mountain 
rescue team funds.

Morgan Lawrence.

Morgan’s
a big hit
A BALLACHULISH boxer 
‘gave as good as he got’ when he 
competed at the Scottish Novice 
Championship.

Morgan Lawrence, of Clay-
mores Amateur Boxing Club, 
Kinlochleven, fought at the nov-
ice championships on October 
22 in Motherwell.

The schoolboy fought in the 
46kgs category against Callam 
Slater from Doomhamers Box-
ing Club, Dumfries. 

Callum is the current Western 
District schoolboy champion 
and with lots of experience 
under his belt it was a tough 
contest for Lochaber’s Morgan.

A club spokesperson said:  
‘Morgan gave as good as he 
got throughout a thrilling bout. 
He never took a step back and 
showed good movement and 
technical skill. 

‘Unfortunately the Doonham-
ers lad was just too strong and 
experienced for Morgan and he 
took the judges decision at the 
end of the three rounds.’ 

Boxing

Fort William Cricket Club on 
the lookout for new members
FORT William Cricket Club 
has said it is ‘determined to 
improve year on year’ as the 
team start preparations for the 
2017 season.

Cricket has been played in Fort 
William since the 19th century 
and the present club, which was 
founded in 2005, currently plays 
in the North of Scotland Cricket 
Association Senior League.

Pleased
The club finished sixth in the 

league in 2016, winning six 
matches and loosing eight. Club 
captain Charles Luxton said: 

‘I’m especially pleased with the 
way we’ve played against the 
strongest teams in the league. 
We can give anyone a game on 
the day.’

A club spokesman said: ‘We 
are determined to improve year 
on year and that means prepar-
ing now for the 2017 season. If 
you enjoy cricket, or just want 
to have a go, come along to our 
practice sessions at Lochaber 
High School on Tuesday eve-
nings from 5.30pm until 7pm. 

‘All ages are welcome, whether 
you are new to the sport or 

haven’t played for years. We 
are grateful for the support of 
Lochaber Active Schools and 
High Life Highland in making 
this possible.’

Awards
The club’s annual general 

meeting and awards presenta-
tion will be on Friday December 
9 at 6.30pm at Lochaber Rugby 
Club’s Banavie clubhouse. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 3, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.34 1.3 07.21 3.9 13.44 1.4 19.26 3.8
Fri 02.03 1.4 07.53 3.8 14.16 1.6 19.55 3.6
Sat 02.32 1.6 08.28 3.6 14.52 1.8 20.29 3.4
Sun 03.08 1.8 09.10 3.4 15.42 1.9 21.13 3.2
Mon 04.02 1.9 10.07 3.2 16.54 2.0 22.16 3.0
Tues 05.19 2.0 11.37 3.2 18.16 2.0 23.59 2.9
Wed 06.38 1.9 13.46 3.3 19.33 1.8  **.** *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8
9

8

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC.
Friday Sunny with the odd light rain shower
 Winds light north north westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 8ºC.

 The new Lochaber Supplies ten-pin bowling league began on Monday with � ve teams
taking part.

Heavy away defeat for Lochaber 
RAF Lossiemouth          87
Lochaber                        10
BT Caledonia 2NW

LOCHABER travelled to an 
unbeaten  RAF Lossiemouth 
on Saturday where they would 
be looking to get something af-
ter loosing so narrowly at home 
in the last minutes of the game.

Lossiemouth came racing out 
of the blocks right from the 
kick-off and it wasn’t long till 
they stretched the Lochaber 
defence to score in the corner. 

The visitors hit straight back 
from the restart with a penalty 
from Ryan Davies, but it wasn’t 
long till Lossiemouth were back 
on the score sheet. 

The home side continued 
to pressurise the Lochaber 
defence with a great offloading 
attack.

The Lochaber defence held 
strong through the middle, 

forcing Lossiemouth to stretch 
the defence to score out wide.

Lochaber were unable to 
hold on to possession for any 
real length of time but showed 
promise of a dangerous attack 
with ball in hand.

Collapsed scrum
In the second half, with most 

of the forwards still on the 
ground from a collapsed scrum, 
the backs had the ball in hand. 
A well-worked move in the cen-
tres allowed the ball to get out 
to fullback Findlay Ireland who 
put in a wee chip and chase over 
the defence and raced away to 
score in the corner with Ryan 
Davies slotting the conversion 
from the side line to keep his 
100 per cent kicking record 
intact. 

Lochaber gained confidence 
from the try and were now 
managing to get some time on 
the ball. Lochaber had been 

pressurising the Lossiemouth 
line for several minutes when 
Ryan Davies went for a gap 
under the posts. Unfortunately, 
the gap closed with two players 
taking him down. Davies’s knee 
was injured in the tackle.

 Lossiemouth cleared their line 
from the scrum but Lochaber, 
now down to 14 men, continued 
to come back at them but were 
unable to find a way through the 
defence.

Lossiemouth soon started to 
control the possession of the 
ball and were able to once again 
stretch the defence to score. 

In the end Lossiemouth won 
the game 87-10. Lochaber are 
on the road again this weekend 
where they will take on Ross 
Sutherland at 2pm at the Naval 
Grounds, Invergordon.

Rugby


