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INTRODUCING A NEW OIL
SERVICE INTO NORTH ARGYLL
(Ardfern, Croabh Haven, Kilmelford, Kilninver, 

Easdale, Oban, Dunbeg, Connel, Taynuilt, Loch 
Awe, Dalmally, Inveraray)

Delivery will be - minimum - twice weekly
- Tuesday and Friday

HEATING OIL, DOMESTIC FUEL, 
COOKER OIL, MARINE/

TRACTOR DIESEL AND ROAD DIESEL

Competitive and Fair rates - ALL YEAR ROUND

Minimum Order Quantity ONLY 400 Litres

Domestic & Commercial Welcome

Part of the Local Community since 1903

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Breadalbane Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NZ   Tel/Fax 01631 564443
GREAT WINTER OFFERS

NOVELLO FULL MOTION
THREE PEICE SUITE IN
CHOICE OF COLOURS 

LOTS MORE 
OFFERS IN STORE

ONLY

£1299

A GROUP of recreational divers 
who discovered the whereabouts 
of three aircraft wreckages near 
Oban Bay have got themselves 
in hot water after raising items 
from the seabed.

The group, which included 
Oban man John Beaton, says 
it unknowingly breached the 
Protection of Military Remains 
Act 1986 by removing a machine 
gun and navigation lights from 
the wreckage of a Sunderland 
Bomber, in order to identify the 

THE FIRST parade from Oban’s 
North Pier to Stafford Street on 
Saturday heralded the start of a week of 
remembrance for fallen armed services 
personnel.

Serving as a reminder of Sunday’s 
Remembrance Day parade, the event 
arranged by the Oban branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland also saw 
members of the local air, sea and army 
cadets take part in the march to the new 
Remembrance Garden.

There, crosses with messages were 
left by wellwishers and a service was 
led by Graham MacQueen MBE and 
Rev Ken Hunter, who also offered a 
short prayer.

Ian Blair-Simmonds, parade organiser, 

been done and hopefully it will be done 
every year.

‘We are coming up to 100 years next 

year since the Great War and it is very 
important people are made aware that 
this isn’t just about honouring military 
personal - it’s for everyone who lived 
through it. Everybody played their 
part.’

One of those to attend Saturday’s 
service was Peter McCuish, whose 
brother Roddy fell during the battle of 
Arnhem, 1944. Peter, the youngest of 14 
in the family, thinks the new service is 
a great way to remember him, leaving a 
cross in his honour at the garden.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, who is 
named after his uncle, said: ‘I never 
knew my uncle but I know what he did 
and I remember it every year.’

Sunday’s march will leave the Corran 
Halls at 10.15am, proceeding along the 
Esplanade to the Cenotaph, where there 
will be a brief service before a two 
minute silence.

INVESTIGATIONS are ongoing 
into how a brand new digger and 
artic lorry ended up plunging 
into the water off Tobermory 
slipway.

The accident, which saw 
ferries suspended for an entire 
day last Tuesday, happened 
while Donegal-based engineers 
Norfolk Marine were carrying 
out repair work for Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited 

Frustration over 
Tiree wind turbine 
shut down
DURING one of its most lucra-
tive periods, Tiree’s community 
wind turbine has been lying 
redundant after a power cut 
blew out vital equipment.

Tilley, which generates tens 
of thousands of pounds for 
community causes every year 
through the Tiree Community 
Development Trust, has been 
redundant since October 16 
when a voltage regulator failed. 

While SSE says it expects 
repairs to be completed this 
week, there has been growing 
frustration that the community 
is missing out.  SSE, which has 
responsibility for maintaining 
the turbine, said: ‘We will be 
working on the network again 
today and we will continue to 
liaise directly with the wind 

they can recommence genera-
tion.’

Barrier to ‘free up’ 
car park space for 
train users
A BARRIER placed at the 
entrance of Oban Railway 
Station car park is to ‘free up 
space’ for train users, according 
to ScotRail.

The equipment, which was 
installed in early October, sees 
parking free of charge for train 
passengers, whose rail tickets 
are validated before they exit.

The car park also remains 
free for 10 minutes to allow 
motorists to drop off or pick up 
passengers. But there is now a 
£3 charge for up to 24 hours of 
parking for people not using the 
train.

A ScotRail spokesman said: 
‘The barriers were installed to 
free up more parking spaces for 
customers, while still offering 
good value parking for others.

‘Before they were introduced 
last month, the car park was 
regularly full - leaving no 
space for rail users. Often this 
included people leaving cars 
there for several days on end.’

Police probe Oban 
weekend break-ins
OBAN Police are currently 
investigating whether break-
ins and thefts at two Oban 
businesses are linked.

Cash and two charity boxes 
were taken overnight between 
October 29 and 30 from the 
customer service area of 
Bossard’s Bakery. 

And between October 28 and 
30 the Seafood Temple was 
broken into and the till stolen 
from inside.

As police continue their 
enquiries, anyone with any 
information on either, or both, 
of the thefts is urged to contact 
DC Andy MacDougall on 01631 
510500.

Lucky Betty bags 
Spot the Shinty 
Ball jackpot
INVERARAY woman Betty 
Ramsay was the lucky winner 
of £700 in last week’s Oban 
Times’ Spot The Shinty Ball 
competition.

The 79 year old, who has 
been playing the game since the 
competition started, said the 
news was a ‘lovely surprise’ and 
she plans to use her winnings 
for Christmas spending.

She added: ‘I have won £25 
here and there, maybe four 
times over the years, that’s what 
keeps me going.’

UPGRADING Argyll and 
Bute’s inadequate mobile phone 
network is ‘a matter of life and 
death’ and cannot be put off any 
longer, according to the area’s 
parliamentary representatives.

Both SNP MSP Michael 
Russell and Lib Dem MP Alan 

by-side to get the investment 
required to upgrade existing 
mobile phone masts as well 
as have new ones installed 
throughout their constituency. 

Not only does the present 
situation inhibit business, 
but it impacts on tourism and 
discourages people from living 
in the area, they say.  

While the UK Government 
says it intends to spend 

Hundreds of locals ignored the chilly weather to take in a spectacular display by Pyro1 at Oban’s 
Mossfield Park on Tuesday night. It was the first time the company had returned to put on a 

November 5 show in Oban since its famous 2011 failure, which in firing all the fireworks at once 
shot Oban and Pyro1 to global fame. Thankfully, intermittent rain and chilly gusts didn’t disrupt the 

display, which was heralded a terrific success. More photos at www.obantimes.co.uk  15_t45fireworks1

£150million on eliminating some 
the country’s worst ‘not spots’, 
both politicians have called for 
the public to be involved in the 
decision-making process.

Their comments come after 
The Oban Times learned Argyll 
and Bute Council has been asked 
to respond to a consultation from 
the government’s Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport, 
which seeks to determine the 
area’s worst not-spots and the 
challenges in addressing them. 

Calling for immediate action, 
Mr Russell said: ‘The poor 
signal affects everything. 

‘It affects whether or not 
people want to live here, it 
affects tourism as people might 
not want to return to somewhere 

they can’t make phone calls and 
it affects business. It is also, at 
times, a matter of life and death 
- I have spoken to GPs who told 
me people have died because 
they couldn’t summon help.

‘I’m happy to work with Alan 
Reid, as our constituency is 
getting a raw deal. There is now 
an extraordinary digital gulf 
between Oban and Glasgow 
where, for example, I can get a 
4G signal in the city but nothing 
in Oban.

‘This has to stop.  People are 
fed up with this.  It’s been going 
on far too long. We are dealing 
with private companies and one 
of them has just had an £85billion 
windfall. This situation is wrong 
and they should be providing a 

service to their customers.’ Mr 
Reid added: ‘It is absolutely vital 
the mobile phone coverage is 
upgraded throughout Argyll and 
Bute. If tough choices have to 
be made about which areas get 
upgraded that decision should be 
taken after a public consultation 
and not with deals being stitched 
up behind closed doors.’

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokeswoman said: ‘The 
council is participating in the 

towards the National Radio Plan 

over 1,000 sites across the 
UK which have the potential 
to satisfy main criteria with 
regards to extending coverage to 
‘not spots’.’

Mobile network 
upgrade ‘a matter 
of life and death’

The machine gun removed from the seabed. 

aircraft. Responding to claims 
the dive had ‘desecrated’ a 
potential war grave, Mr Beaton 
said he only became aware of the 
error after reporting the discov-

eries off Kerrera to the Receiver 
of Wreck.

He said: ‘That particular air-
craft was in such poor condition, 
it was really just parts, so we 

lifted the items to help identify 
it.

‘With shipwrecks it is com-

of Wreck. We didn’t realise 
military aircraft had automatic 
protection.

-
asm. We are experienced divers 
who are keen on unravelling the 
history of things in the sea. 

‘But from now on we will 

be sticking to taking video 
and using other non-intrusive 
methods.’

The items have not yet been 
returned to the sea, as the divers 
are currently taking instruction 
from the Receiver of Wreck and 
related government agencies.

They also maintain the discov-
eries were important for Oban’s 
history. 

‘There are six or seven aircraft 
lost in this area, so in our efforts, 
and our ignorance, we hoped to 

Divers in hot water after raising wreck items from seabed
help to narrow this down,’ Mr 
Beaton added. 

Mr Beaton works at the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS), which had 
no connection with the dive, 
although it is carrying out its 
own research in the area.

A spokeswoman for SAMS 
said: ‘SAMS respects all pro-
tected sites and does not condone 
the illegal removal of artefacts 
from such sites.’ 

Many tributes were left at the Remembrance Garden during the 
ceremony. 15_t45rem4

(CMAL). The lorry, which 
belonged to a sub-contractor, 
was recovered later on Tuesday 
evening but specialist recovery 
equipment had to travel from 
Stirling to pull out the JCB.

This was completed late on 
Wednesday night and a dive 
survey took place the following 
morning with no damage 
visible.

A spokeswoman for CMAL 

said: ‘CMAL’s head of civil 
engineering has been in 
discussion locally with the 
skipper and port supervisor 
and they are both happy that 
access to the ferry is safe. 

‘CMAL would like to thank 
everyone for their co-operation 
and understanding during the 
recovery operation and apologise 
for the inconvenience that has 
been caused.’

Investigations continue into cause of 
digger and lorry slipway plunge

New parade heralds start of week of remembrance

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Worried About Increasing Fuel Bills?
Given the energy price increases soon to come into effect, 
we would strongly recommend that everyone check that 

they are on the best tariff for their household.

Contact your energy supplier NOW

Reducing the need for heat and getting a better deal from 
your supplier equals lower bills and a warm, happy home.

If you need any help or support with this, or for any other 
energy queries, contact ALIenergy for free, impartial advice 

on how to maximise income and save energy.  

how to make your home more comfortable.

In some cases, we can offer a free home visit. 

For advice on affordable warmth in the home, 
contact our Affordable Warmth team:

GENEROUS staff at Specsavers 
Oban grabbed their pink feather 

for a day of Breast Cancer Care 
fundraising.

The local team raised £160 for 
the cancer charity by dressing 
up in pink for the day and selling 
tea, coffee and home baking in-
store. As part of the recent Pink 
Wednesday, the George Street 
store also hosted a competition 
for entrants to guess the number 
of specs in the vase. 

Lucky winner David Brady 
received a Specsavers voucher 
to spend in store.

Ken Macdonald, director of 
Specsavers Oban, said: ‘The 
Oban staff worked exceptionally 
hard to organise the fundraising 
activities and we are grateful to 
all of our customers who made 
such generous donations.

‘It was fantastic to see the 
store transformed by the staff 

am delighted with the money 
we have raised during Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.’

A ‘SPEED dating’ event for tourism 
delegates at the Loch Melfort Hotel has been 

Argyll as a tourist destination.
Argyll and the Isles Tourism Co-operative 

held the session as it hosted the Scottish 
Destination Management Association 
(SDMA) conference, which includes well 
known companies such as  Rabbies Tours 

and McKinely Kidd, who bring hundreds of 
visitors to Scotland each year. 

These companies specialise in small to 
medium groups, which is seen as the ideal 
market for Argyll and the Isles.

One of the reasons AIT was chosen to host 

and chief executive Mike Story’s offer to 
host the ‘speed dating’ event. 

The unusual networking day allowed 
12 buyers from all over Scotland to meet 
companies from across Argyll and the Isles, 
exchange ideas and form relationships in 

SDMA chairman Robert Kidd said: ‘This 
has been a fantastic experience for all of us 
and the speed dating was brilliant. Everyone 
is going home with a better knowledge 

of the area and some great new business 
relationships.’

Mr Story added: ‘Each delegate only got 
six minutes with each other, which meant 
the local organisations had to be really 
sharp with their sales pitch. It really was 

thinking they were going to get business out 
of this, which is good for the whole area.’

A CUTE seal pup that was 
separated from his mother is re-
covering after being discovered 
on a North Connel beach being 
attacked by crows.

The pup was found by a nearby 
resident on Tuesday October 
29 when he was walking his 
dog Lloyd on the beach.  It 

- who his rescuer has named 

-  was separated from his mother 
during Monday’s high winds, 
leaving him hungry, cold and 
vulnerable.

Thankfully, the good Sa-
maritan who came across the 

staff at Barcaldine’s Sea Life 
Sanctuary, who came down to 
the beach straight away.

Floyd’s rescuer told The Oban 
Times: ‘They thought he’d been 
outside overnight and it was re-

Oban lifeboat 
launched
OBAN lifeboat launched last 
week after a concerned local 

heading into rough seas and 
strong winds south of Kerrera.

The volunteer crew of Mora 
Edith Macdonald headed out 
after CalMac’s MV Isle of 
Mull later reported a vessel in 
a position near the entrance 
to Clachan Sound in a similar 
condition which was assumed 
to be the same boat. While 
heading south a lookout was 
established and at 2.40pm on 
Wednesday the lifeboat was 
on scene in the Clachan Sound 

-
tion of the vessel was safely on 
a mooring. A person was also 
spotted near the dory. 

After informing Stornoway 
Coastguard of the dory’s 
position, Oban lifeboat was 
asked to stand down.

MORE than £1 million is needed to fund 
a hydro electric scheme on the Isle of Mull 
– with shares going on sale tomorrow (Friday 
November 8).

Green Energy Mull (GEM) shares will be 
available at £50 each. The company will build 

hydro scheme.
The company has been formed as an 

industrial and provident society that operates 
under similar rules to a co-op where all the net 

to the community. 

More than £1,100,000 – around 22,000 
shares –  needs to be raised for the scheme to 
go ahead.

Richard Thorne, one of the founder members 
of GEM, said: ‘We have a huge amount to raise 

scheme we will achieve this target.’
Shares in GEM are not like shares for a 

normal public limited company, they have a 

interest payment. 

to be purchased, but a member cannot have 

more than one vote – regardless of how many 
shares are bought.

Richard added: ‘The one member one vote 
system is seen as the fairest way that we can 
raise money from the community and ensure 
that the community retains control of the 
scheme. 

Incentives

government tax incentives that increases the 
return on investment beyond what could be 
achieved from leaving money in a bank or 
building society. 

‘There are risks though and potential 
investors should read the share prospectus 
carefully.’ There is a four per cent return on 
offer - higher than any ISA on the market and 
with government tax breaks added to this 
the returns look ‘very good’ for investors, 
according to Richard.

Based on a 36.5 per cent capacity the scheme 
should generate 1,130MWh of electricity each 
year which would result in an income of around 
£190,000 annually. 

If the share sale raises the required amount, 
it is hoped that construction can start in the 

spring and Garmony Hydro will be operational 
by the end of 2014. It will take advantage of 
government feed-in-tariffs, which pay families 
or community groups to generate renewable 
energy.

The electricity - which is fed into the National 
Grid in return for the tariffs - is only enough to 
power around 300 homes, but the group hopes 
that the scheme will pave the way for other 
similar projects in the future.

More details can be found by looking at the 
web site www.garmonyhydro.info or by calling 
Richard Thorne on 01680 812906.

KISIMUL Castle on Barra, one of Scotland’s 
most iconic castles, is to receive a £200,000 
facelift following an agreement between the 
Clan Macneil and Historic Scotland.

As part of the plan, three key projects will 

structures and overhauling  the chapel roof 
and incorporating a new timber walkway.  

earlier in the year.
Half of the money is coming from the Clan 

Macneil, which has the castle as its traditional 
home and international focal point. 

Rory Macneil, the 47th Macneil Clan chief, 
said: ‘Agreement on the conservation plan is 
a milestone in the long and varied history of 
Kisimul Castle.  It opens the door to comple-
tion of the immediate projects covered by 
the plan and long-term conservation of this 
unique structure.

‘This plan will help ensure that Kisimul 
continues to play a central, symbolic and 
economic role in Barra and Vatersay, and to 
serve as an inspiration to MacNeils around 
the world.

‘I would like to express my gratitude to 
clanspeople, whose contributions to the 
Kisimul Castle restoration fund can now be 
put to good use, and to Historic Scotland for 
its stewardship of the castle over the past 
13 years and the positive way in which it is 
engaging with the Barra and Vatersay com-
munity.’

Archaeological excavations, commissioned 
by Historic Scotland  in 2013, unearthed 
some interesting items including possible 

has the potential to discover more about the 
castle’s history, how it was used and the his-
tory of the earlier occupation of the islet on 
which the castle stands.

PUPILS from Raasay Primary 
School were guests of honour 
last Friday at the opening of the 
new £2 million ferry terminal 
at Sconser, the Skye base for 
sailings to the island.

And the youngsters had 
another bonus - the chance to 
see the new vessel MV Hallaig, 
which will operate on the lifeline 
service. The ferry boasts a 
hybrid diesel-electric propulsion 
system which could cut fuel bills 
by a quarter. 

The existing slipway was 
remodelled to accommodate the 
new boat. It was broadened and 
lengthened and features a new 
car park, marshalling area and 
waiting-room with toilets.

The opening of the terminal 
at Sconser completes the work 
on the Sconser to Raasay route 
and complements the £12 
million terminal constructed at 
Churchton Bay, Isle of Raasay, 
completed in 2010.

The works at Sconser were 
carried out by contractor 
McLaughlin and Harvey 
Ltd  under the supervision of 
Highland Council.

Investment
Councillor Graham Phillips, 

chairman of the TEC services 
committee, who presided over 
the ceremony, was  ‘delighted’ at 
the latest investment in Skye.

He said: ‘This is a much-needed 

ease parking congestion at 

parking on the busy trunk road to 
Portree by doubling the parking 
capacity. 

‘It is a real bonus that we 

HIGHLAND Council is hosting 
a major conference tomorrow 
(Friday) to launch a new 
initiative designed to achieve 
a carbon neutral Inverness in a 
low carbon Highlands by 2025.

Public, private and third sector 
organisations will attend the 
event at council headquarters 
to hear how Carbon Clever 
Highlands (CCH) will be a 
greener, cleaner future through a 
series of commitments, projects 
and actions.

Urging everyone to buy into 

MINISTER for Environment 
and Climate Change Paul 
Wheelhouse has announced the 
appointment of a new member 
of the Crofting Commission to 
represent crofters in the East 
Highlands. 

Marina Dennis replaces 
Donnie Ross, who was elected 
for the constituency following 

in March last year. Ms Dennis 
came a close second to Mr Ross 
at the count in Inverness. 

Her part-time appointment will 
run until March 31, 2017 and 
attracts annual remuneration of 
£8,453.70 for a time commitment 
of four and a half days per month.
Mr Wheelhouse said: ‘I am 
delighted that Marina has 
accepted the opportunity to act 
as a member of the Crofting 
Commission. 

‘Her previous experience 
with the Crofters Commission 
and as a crofting assessor will 
be invaluable in delivering 
the Scottish Government’s 
crofting policies and 
ensuring the commission 
is an effective regulator.
‘I am sure Marina will rise to 
the challenge of being a Crofting 
Commissioner and wish her 
every success in her new role.’
Ms Dennis lives and works on 
a family croft in Strathspey 
and has been associated with 
crofting all her life, serving as a 
director of the Scottish Crofting 
Foundation.

She also represented crofting 
interests on the board of 
governors of the MacAulay Land 
Use Research Institute and on 
the north board of the Scottish 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Nominate a     
baton bearer
SNP H-EILEANAN an Iar 
MSP Alasdair Allan has urged 
islanders to nominate a baton 
bearer to help carry the Queen’s 
Baton when it reaches the 
Western Isles on July 8 2014 
on its journey to the opening 
ceremony at the Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow. He said: 
‘Islanders can nominate those 

-
cant contribution to their local 
community, improved the lives 
of others or triumphed against 
the odds to carry the baton.’

Go to: http://glasgow2014.
com/queens-baton-relay/pass-
baton. Nominations close on 
Friday November 22.

Council leaders on 
awards shortlist
THE THREE leaders of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
Shetland Islands and Orkney 
Islands councils have been 
shortlisted in The Herald’s 
Scottish Politician of the Year 
Awards.

Angus Campbell, Gary 
Robinson and Steven Heddle 
have been listed jointly in the 
Local Politician category for 
their work on the Our Islands 
Our Future campaign. 

Share sale sparks life into Mull 
community hydro electric plan

Tourism delegates vote ‘speed dating’ event a big success

Five-week-old Floyd was found being attacked by crows on a North Connel beach but is now 
recovering at Barcaldine’s Sea Life Sanctuary.  

ally stormy the night before. The 
poor little creature was fending 
off the unwelcome attention of 
crows when I found him.

‘Initially I thought Lloyd was 
just chasing crows from the shore 
but then realised a seal pup was 

in the background.’
Caring for the pup at the Sea 

Life Sanctuary is Pete Coombes. 
He said the 14-kilo animal 
wasn’t out of the woods yet, but 
hopes were high he would make 
a full recovery.

‘He had a few wounds from 
where the birds were pecking 
at him. He is quite lively though 
and he tried to bite us, which is 
good.

‘He might not survive though. 
There’s always a danger he has an 
infection we haven’t detected.’

Nevertheless, the staff are 
embarking on a full recovery 

programme for Floyd, and have 

swift action and, crucially, not 
touching the seal himself. 

‘We’re feeding him every four 
hours and rubbing antiseptic 
into his wounds. He’ll probably 
be here about three months and 
the plan is to release him back 
into the wild. 

‘We’ll get him up to 25 kilos 
then he can go into the outdoor 
pools with our resident seals, 
where he’ll learn how to behave 
and interact with other seals, 
then we’ll release him when he’s 
at around 35-40 kilos.

‘The man who found the seal 
did exactly the right thing in 
contacting us. If anyone does 

about its wellbeing, they should 
just contact us.’

The Sea Life Sanctuary can be 
contacted on 01631 720386.

Staff from Specsavers had a ‘pink’ day for Breast Cancer Care. 

Kisimul Castle is to undergo £200,000 of repairs and archaeological work following an 
agreement between the Clan Macneil and Historic Scotland. t45kisimul1

Marina Dennis: new member 
for the East Highlands on 
the Crofting Commission. 

20_f45elections02

the scheme, council leader 
Councillor Drew Hendry said 
CCH would lever in extra 
funding and accelerate progress 
towards a low carbon lifestyle 
and economy.

He said: ‘The targets being set 
will not be easy, but achieving 

There will be less air pollution, 
we will be healthier, services will 
be more accessible, growth will 
be stimulated, we will have an 
improved infrastructure, and the 

contribution to mitigate against 
climate change.’

The Highlands is already 
leading the nation in 
implementing green energy 
schemes, winning four out of six 
national awards in the Scottish 
National Renewables Energy 
League for solar, hydro, heat 
pumps, and biomass. 

The region also has the highest 
number of community, council, 
housing association, and small 
rural business installations of 
renewables in the country.

Looking forward to a greener future

Seal pup recovering after 
beach bird attack

Specsavers staff raise cancer cash

Councillor Graham unveils the plaque at the new Sconser ferry 
terminal with pupils from Raasay Primary School. 

View to a boat: MV Hallaig from the new Sconser ferry terminal. 

have attracted funding from the 
European Regional Development 
Fund. Coming on top of the 
Raasay ferry terminal opening, 
this is another boost for the Skye 
community.’

Martin Dorchester, managing 
director of ferry operators 
CalMac, said: ‘Good pier 
infrastructure is, of course, vital 
to a successful ferry service, 

but even more important for 
the hybrids which require 
specialised connections with 
shore electricity supplies to 
function properly. 

‘This work, along with the 
work completed in Raasay a few 
years ago, means this route can 
boast some of the most modern 
pier facilities anywhere in our 
network.’

New Sconser ferry terminal opens Marina
joins
crofting
group

Kisimul Castle to get 
£200,000 facelift

Spotlight on 
ancestral tourism
TOURISM businesses in Argyll 
and the Isles are being urged 
to sign up to a free workshop 
aimed at tapping into the 
multi-million pound ancestral 
tourism market.

Run by Tourism Intelligence 
Scotland (TIS) and held at 
Kilmartin House Museum 
on November 19, businesses 
interested must register by 
Tuesday November 12. To book 
see www.Scottish-Enterprise.
com/events.

Have your say       
on wild land
WEST coast residents are being 
asked for their views on the 
area’s wild land – and how it 
could be developed.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) has launched a seven-
week consultation on a map 
showing areas of wild land 
across the country.

SNH’s Andrew Bachell said: 
‘We hope the map will help 
government, local authorities 
and developers take account 
of wild land in decisions about 
land use and development.’

Details of the consultation 
can be found at www.snh.gov.
uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/
looking-after-landscapes/
landscape-policy-and-guid-
ance/wild-land/mapping.
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TWO YOUNG South Uist 
men who brought 233 grams 
of cannabis back from London 
were cleared of drug dealing 
at Oban Sheriff Court after an 
expert witness admitted the 
quantities could have been for 
personal use.

Michael Walker, of 2 Beinn 
Mhor Cottages, Halmore, 
and Perry Mendez, of 2 Cal a 
Bhaig, Lochboisdale had denied 
possession of the class B drug 
with intent to supply.

The court heard last 
Wednesday that the two men 
were intercepted at Oban Ferry 
Terminal on August 22 this year 
by police, as they attempted to 
reach their home island.

Walker, aged 17, and Mendez, 
aged 23, each had a jar of herbal 
cannabis, one containing 103.7 
grams and the other containing 

AN OBAN barman has proven he knows 
his Riordans from his Ronaldos – becoming 

competition.
Roddy Morrison, who pulls pints in Aulay’s 

Bar, scooped £2,500 in the Pub Challenge 
app, a football quiz open to players across 
the UK.

Roddy topped the leaderboard for 
September by answering the most questions 
correctly and scoring the most points 
– proving he really knows his football.

The 36-year-old, who has been behind 
Aulay’s bar for almost nine years, said he 
was ‘chuffed’ and planned to spend his 
winnings on a holiday.

The free mobile app was designed by 
Sky to encourage viewers into their local 
Sky Sports venue to create a ‘match-day 
atmosphere’.

It also includes a season prize of £20,000 
to the person who gains the most points 
overall. ‘That is a good incentive to keep 
going,’ added Roddy.

TWO HEBRIDEAN islands 
have been designated as a 
conservation area for a rare 
type of native bee following a 
campaign by one islander to 
protect the species.

Andrew Abrahams has spent 
the past eight years convincing 
legislators that the black bee 
should be protected and his 
persistent lobbying has resulted 
in the Scottish Government 
passing the Colonsay and 
Oronsay Black Bee Conservation 

AN OBAN woman is awaiting 
trial accused of assaulting a 

punching him on the head as 
well as kicking him.

Jacinta Black, 18, is further 

arrest and shouting and swearing 
in George Street. She denies all 
charges.

Her co-accused Paul 
Carmichael, 26, pled guilty 

breach of the peace in the same 
location.

The pair, both of 10e Miller 
Road, Oban, appeared from 
custody at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday. 

Carmichael is expected to be 
sentenced on December 10, when 
Black will next appear. Her trial 
is scheduled for January 8 next 
year.

Dalmally Show.
Darren Clark, of 10 Millbrae, Bunessan, 

pled guilty to shouting, swearing, acting in 
a threatening manner and making racist and 
homophobic remarks when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

The court heard police spoke to the 17-
year-old about his behaviour and warned 
him not to go into the show dance around 

Eoin McGinty said Clark then approached 
the police constable and swore at him, 
blaming him for not being allowed into the 
dance.

Mr McGinty added: ‘He continued in this 

accused was arrested. He challenged the 

you live’ this continued all the way back to 

said: ‘Mr Clark is 17 and shouldn’t have 
been drinking at all. This night is another 
symptom of Mr Clark’s immaturity.

‘My mother is fond of a Scot’s saying 
‘when the drink is in the wits are out’. With 
the drink in, Mr Clark lost his wits on this 
occasion. He is not by nature either racist 
or homophobic but what he did was morally 
reprehensible.’

AN OBAN man has been sent 

assaulting his former partner 
during a drunken row.

James Hendry, of 5 Combie 
Court, admitted injuring the 
woman, when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week, 
by repeatedly striking her on the 
head with a loudspeaker.

The 32-year-old also pled 
guilty to punching the woman 
and placing her and another 
woman in a state of fear after 
he shouted, swore and uttered 
threats of violence at them.

Defence agent Martha Rafferty 
said both Hendry and his then 
girlfriend had been drinking 
since 10am on the morning of 
September 7 and it was the early 
hours of the following morning 
when the incident happened.

She added: ‘Mr Hendry has 
expressed great remorse. He is 
very, very embarrassed about 
it. He has little recollection of 
events.’

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘This was a disgraceful incident, 
absolutely disgusting. You were 

you assaulted [the woman].
‘You have a previous record 

which indicates you have twice 
been before this court for assault 
to injury. In all the circumstances 
I really have no alternative but to 
impose a custodial sentence.’

Man jailed 
for assaulting 
girlfriend

Pair appear 
from custody

Roddy Morrison knows his football. 

police discovered the men had 
travelled to London and paid 
£1,200 for the drugs. Mendez 
told police the drugs were for 
personal use, while Walker made 
no comment during his interview 
at Oban Police Station.

During the trial the Crown 
called on drugs expert Detective 
Constable John Hose, of Police 
Scotland’s Statement of Opinion 
(STOP) Unit. 

McGinty that the amount of 
drugs seized would suggest they 
were intended to be sold on, 
adding that the two quantities 
combined would be typical of a 
quarter kilo deal worth around 
£1,300, taking into account 
regional variations. 

He said: ‘You couldn’t buy that 
kind of deal from a guy on the 

street. No-one would carry that 
amount on them for a street deal. 
It is too much. 

‘You would have to know 
somebody who could get that 
kind of deal.’

He added: ‘I would consider 
anything over 56 grams, or two 
ounces, would be for onward 
supply.’

However, when asked by 
Sheriff Douglas Small to clarify 
his position on whether the drugs 
were for selling on, Mr Hose said 
it was possible that the quantities 
of drugs were for personal use.

At that point in proceedings, 
Mr McGinty informed the 
sheriff he was no longer seeking 
a conviction and accepted both 
pleas of not guilty.

he pled guilty at an earlier court 
date to possession of cannabis.

Preferred site 
for new school 

Roddy sure knows his Riordans from his Ronaldos

THE PREFERRED location for 
the new Oban High School is 
an area of the current site along 
with land behind the Tweed Mill, 
Dalintart and Glencruitten.

The site was named as the top 
ranked option at a full meeting 
last week of Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The proposal, along with 
the other four shortlisted 
options, will now go to a public 
consultation. 

The choice of sites has 

options. 
The other four options, which 

are not deemed to be suitable, are 
land at Glen Shellach near Argyll 
College, the existing school and 
land behind the Tweed Mill, 
Dalintart and Glencruitten and 
land near Park Primary School 
and Pennyfuir Cemetery.

Oban High School Parent 
Council was informed of the 
proposals at a meeting last 
Monday night.

Chairwoman Nicky Campbell 
said: ‘Parents feel very positive 
about the prospect of having a 
new school but the sites provide 
individual challenges. 

‘There was some discussion 
about the preferred site and pros 
and cons of each of the other 
four sites. 

‘The town is being offered the 
prospect of a new school and 

with that - I have not been aware 
of any negative opinions. It is a 
positive move for the town of 
Oban.’

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
the council’s education 
spokeswoman, added: ‘We are 
keen to hear what local people 

think about the preferred site for 
Oban’s new high school.

‘I am looking forward to 
attending the consultation 
launch on Monday November 
18, where there will be lots of 
ways for people to contribute 
their opinions. 

‘I would encourage everyone to 
come along to one of the special 
events, take time to look at the 
information that is available and 
let us know what they think.’

The launch of the consultation 
will be held in Oban High School 
on November 18 at 7pm. There 
will also be open events in the 
Corran Halls on November 21, 
22 and 23. 

The consultation closes on 
Sunday December 8 with the 
results reported to the council as 
soon as possible for a decision to 
be made. 

Oban court clears South 
Uist pair of drug dealing

Order, which comes into force 

The Order will prohibit the 
importation of any bees which 
are not ‘apis mellifera’, the pure 
and disease-free strain of black 
bee, 50,000 of which Andrew 
looks after on the island. 

Andrew, who has been keeping 
bees on Colonsay since 1976 
when he succeeded Neilly 
MacNeill, said: ‘The number one 
reason I fought for this Order 
was for genetic conservation.

‘We don’t know what is around 
the corner in terms of climate. 

‘The black bee doesn’t produce 
as much honey but it is hardy and 
can cope with the harsh weather. 
It is the bee equivalent of the 
Blackface sheep. I am delighted 
with the Scottish Government 
decision. I have been a lone voice 
for the past eight years; I have a 
pile of folders that goes from the 

‘But the more the door was 
being closed in my face and the 

more I got the run-around, the 
more I tried.’

Islands and mountains are the 
only places where native black 
bees have survived catastrophic 
events such as disease and mites, 
which wiped out 90 per cent of 

of them in 1992.  
Leading Scottish beekeeper 

Eric McArthur said the 
Colonsay and Oronsay reserve 
would become ‘a Mecca’ for 
beekeepers worldwide.

Islands win conservation status for rare type of bee
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A PENSIONER who drove his 
car a short distance between his 
home and Oban Railway Station 
has been convicted of drink 
driving.

Donald McVicar, aged 76, 
of The Cedars, Connel Road, 
Oban, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Wednesday to 
driving with 73 microgrammes 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
breath on October 16 in Oban’s 
George Street. 

A POSTER campaign used by 
Argyll and Bute Council urging 
drivers to be safe on the road 
has split opinion online - over 
whether or not it is sexist and 
insulting.

Depicting a woman being cut 

the poster states ‘If you don’t 
like this many blokes around 
your girl...take responsibility 
when driving’ - prompting some 
to say the campaign is offensive 
to both men and women.

However, many have leapt to 
the defence of the poster, which 
was printed and circulated by 
the council in 2011 but is still 
displayed by some organisa-
tions.

For the council’s part, it says 
the poster was part of a national 
campaign and is not current 
- even though some outlets still 
have it on display.

Equal rights campaign group 
EverydaySexism takes a differ-
ent view though, saying neither 
reason is an excuse for a poster 

men and women’.
It is on Twitter though that the 

debate has been rumbling most.
Liz Strange started things off, 

asking the authority: ‘What were 
you thinking?

‘Would it be okay to use rac-
ism; ‘if you don’t want black 
men breaking in then lock your 
doors?’’

Her supporters included 
Charles Riddiough, who said: 
‘Utterly insulting to men too. Do 
Argyll and Bute Council think 
I’m some sort of caveman?’

A number of people have leapt 
to the defence of the poster.  Di-
ane, whose tag is @pdatweedys, 
said: ‘Not sexism. You do know 
most car accidents are caused by 

OBAN Saints Youth Football Club (YFC) 
has been handed a cheque for £2,000 from 
the Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund to ensure 
it can continue attending away games. 

The money will be shared between the 
club’s six teams to help with travelling 
costs. Alan MacLeod, a member of the 

Oban Saints YFC committee, said it was 
important the boys were able to attend away 
games, adding: ‘There is no competitive 
league without travelling and it is good for 
their social and physical development.’

Amanda MacPhail, who is pictured handing 
the cheque over to the young footballers, 

said: ‘I’m just amazed at how organised they 
all are. It is a constant thing with them, they 
always need money for all the teams so I just 
wanted to put something in the pot.’

Alan added: ‘Amanda has been with us 
from the very start and has supported us 
every year.’ 16_t45macphail01

LOCHABER Historical 
Society members are eagerly 
anticipating a talk by Noel 
Williams on ‘Colby Camps’ 
in the Ben Nevis Hotel tonight 
(Thursday).

The local teacher, geologist, 
writer and mountaineer has 
investigated a number of hill top 
remains left from the mid 1800s 

places. 
The swallows and house martins went from the telephone 

and electricity wires weeks ago leaving the rowan trees and 

Hedgehogs have been noticeably absent from the road sides 
and gardens this autumn. Where have they gone? 

Judging by the number of sightings and road kills the badger 
population, particularly in the White Glen, is as high as it has 
been in years. Badgers are well known carnivores - could they 
be killing and eating the hedgehogs? 

In the Glengarry Estate ‘vermin’ list, 67 badgers were killed 
between Whitsunday 1837 and Whitsunday 1840. 

The Gaelic name for the badger is ‘broc’ and its den is called 
‘garaidh’, like many other wild animals it smells strongly and a 
person of dirty habits was often called a ‘broc’. Grease from the 
badger’s skin was a cure for wounds and cuts in the old days.

SINCE it re-opened, the famous Lochaline sand mine has gone 
from strength to strength. 

A massive new roof is being built over the main stockpile to 
ensure a drier product. 

There are 12 local employees producing monthly 3,000 tons of 
high grade silica sand which is shipped by sea to Runcorn. NSG 
Pilkington is the main customer but other outlets are actively 
being sought. 

The underground equipment consists of Atlas Copco double-
arm drill rigs, Volvo face-shovels and dump trucks which 
haul the sand along a horizontal tunnel to the washing-plant. 
The raw product is currently being mined to the northeast of 
Lochaline village.

THE £372 million, 114,147-ton cruise ship Costa Concordia, 
which ran aground on the Italian coastline in January 2012 

in September this year. 

as one of the largest and most daunting ever undertaken in 
maritime history, was Mark Lawrence who, along with his wife 
Annabel, own and run Lochaline Dive Centre in Lochaber.

company, ADUS Deepocean, used a combination of high-
resolution multibeam sonar and underwater laser equipment to 
survey and model the ship’s three 2.4m diameter bow-thruster 
tunnels.

These had been cleared of their thrusters and mountings by 
divers so that three massive, tubular strong points could be 
inserted as one 70-ton unit.  These were designed to take the 

was upright. It had not been possible to survey the starboard 
side of the wreck as it was face down and resting on two 
rock outcrops, which had pressed deep into the hull causing 
extensive damage. Mark, a co-founder of ADUS which has 
acquired a global reputation in the marine salvage market for its 
subsea 3D visualisations, said: ‘Seeing the Costa pulled upright 
was an amazing sight - considering she is about twice the size 
of the Titanic.’

AS I’VE mentioned before, the greatest reward for writing this 
column is hearing from so many readers worldwide. Here are 
two messages which arrived recently. 

Lines, October 17, 2013 on the topic of grants. 
He said: ‘Aye, some people won’t like this week’s column, 

but it needs to be said, all those folk hiding in corners worried 
about being black-listed if they apply for any SDRP grants if 
they so much as dare to criticise SNH and others.

male escorts, and SNH aren’t going to hear a cheep about 
them. They’d probably cause them to emigrate if they came 
wandering about in brightly coloured Gortex!’

JOHN MacDonald, formerly of Springbank, Tobermory, is 
interested in and has a wide knowledge of Gaelic placenames. 

John suggests that the main element in Achagavel, near the 
head of the Black Glen which featured in the column last year, 
does not refer to the farm but comes from the word ‘Gabhal’ or 
‘Gobhal’ meaning a fork or crotch. 

As so many of our place names are taken from topographical 
features it is most likely an allusion to the steep-sided ravine 
running down behind the farm from the summit of Beinn nam 
Beathrach. 

Its local name has not survived but it is visible for many miles 
- even from as far away as Appin on the south side of Loch 
Linnhe.

Iain Thornber 
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

A WOMAN has admitted 
careless driving after crashing 
her car on Achintore Road in 
Fort William.

Maurin MacDonald, of Taigh 
a Ghlinne, Blarmachfoldach, 
pled guilty to driving without 
due care and attention when 
she was returning home from 
Glasgow on July 26.

Fiscal Laura Ryan said an 

behind Ms MacDonald, 61, for 
several miles and saw her Saab 
estate car veer into the centre 
of the road a number of times 
before the incident near the 
Clan MacDuff Hotel.

Miss Ryan said: ‘Her car 
began to drift across the road 
and onto the grass verge on the 
other side. 

‘It struck a wall then came 
back across both lanes and came 
to a rest against a crash barrier.’

Defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy said MacDonald had 
swerved to avoid something on 
the road but could not steer her 
car back into her own lane.

MacDonald, who dislocated 

points.

TWO CAOL brothers are to 
stand trial on February 26 

without permission. 
Dean Lopez, 35, of 18 

MacQuarrie Court, and Leon 
Lopez, 31, of 13 MacQuarrie 
Court both pled not guilty to 

Torlundy on July 30.
The Lopez brothers are 

Morvern Lines

Sexist or not? The poster printed and distributed by Argyll and 
Bute Council as part of a national campaign. 

are also men...  
‘My point is directed advertis-

ing is directed advertising, not 
an attack on women.’

Jo Fry added: ‘I think you have 
to look at the intentions/context 
and not just be determined to be 
insulted.’

A spokeswoman for the council 
said: ‘This project was developed 
after national research showed 
young male drivers are involved 

in Scotland and are twice as 
likely as female drivers to be 
involved in car crashes.

‘We are not currently using 
these campaign resources but 
the safety message for young 
drivers is still as important as 
ever – especially on Argyll and 
Bute’s rural roads.

‘It is a UK-wide campaign 
which has been used by a number 
of councils and other agencies 
across the country and was 
designed especially to appeal to 
this particular group at risk.’

Laura Bates, founder of the 
EverydaySexism campaign 
group, said: ‘The response of the 
council entirely avoids the issue 
at hand - it doesn’t address the 
sexism of the poster at all, and 
offers irrelevant facts - the poster 
isn’t new, it was used by several 
different councils - as if these 
somehow mitigate the issue. 

‘I’m sure it was intended to be 
tongue in cheek but is actually 
quite offensive to both men and 
women and unnecessarily so. 
This is the issue the council has 
utterly failed to address.’

Do you think the poster is 
sexist? Send your views to edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk, tweet us 
@obantimes or log on to our 
Facebook page.

Fort William Justice of the Peace Court

The legal limit is 35 
microgrammes.

Defence agent Laura 
McManus explained her client, 
a retired hotelier, had gone to 
pick up his wife from the train 
and, although he had taken 
some whisky with his dinner, 
did not consider the alcohol 
would have any effect.

months.

and banned for 15 months

Fund donates £2,000 to young Oban footballers

expected to use the ‘brown trout 

A FORT William man 
drunkenly sent a text to his 
brother threatening to smash the 
windows of his house.

Paul Donaldson, of 29 
Mamore Crescent, also told 
James Donaldson a friend might 
burn down his house.

The unemployed 38-year-old 
pled guilty to sending the 
threatening messages in the 
early hours of July 24.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said the brothers had since 
reconciled and Donaldson was 
admonished.

A FORT William builder has 

the town with a trailer more than 
twice the legal weight limit.

Norman Hughes, of Tigh a Bhet, 
Fassifern Road, was transporting 
a recently purchased second-
hand tractor on Achintore Road 
when police pulled him over and 
took him to a nearby weighing 
bridge. The total weight of the 
30-year-old’s van and trailer 
was 6,980kg - well over the legal 
limit of 3,500kg.

The incident occurred on 
March 14.

A FORT William man is due 
to stand trial on January 29 
accused of breaking a toilet in a 
police holding cell by kicking it.

Iain Stewart, 54, of 17 
Camanachd Crescent, denies 
damaging or destroying 
property at Fort William Police 
Station on August 7. 

A MOTORCYCLIST caught 
travelling at 97 mph on the 

banned from driving for two 
months.

Gregory Kenyon, 62, was 
spending the weekend driving 
round the north of Scotland 
with a group of friends when he 
was clocked doing 37 mph more 
than the speed limit on May 25.

Defence lawyer Hamish 
Melrose said: ‘The rest of his 
party were ahead and he was 
trying to catch up when this 
high speed was detected.’

Kenyon, of 102 Atlas Street, 
Clayton-le-Moors, Accrington, 

AN ENGLISH man has 
admitted stealing a camera and 
a satellite navigation system 
from a car in Fort William.

Ashley Turnbull, of Hilltop 
Farm, Northallerton pled guilty 
to entering the unlocked vehicle 
on Victoria Road on August 8.

The 24-year-old also admitted 
breaking into another car on 
Bruce Place with intent to steal 
on the same day.

A second man, Harry Chown, 
24, of The Fold, Hilton House 
Farm, Darlington, also faces the 
same charges, but did not enter 
a plea.

The case against both men 
was continued until November 
28. 

A CAOL man has denied using 
a shinty stick to smash the glass 
panel on a front door of a house 
in the village.

Billie Lauder, 99 Blar Mhor 
Road, pled not guilty to 
damaging the front door of a 
house in MacMillan Place on 
May 7.

The 23-year-old is due to 
stand trial on February 26. 

A KYLEAKIN man caught 
driving at 90 mph on the 
A82 near Bridge of Orchy 
has narrowly avoided being 

David Munro, of Four Gables, 
Old Kyle Farm Road, was 
spotted by police speeding at 
Achallader on the evening of 
September 1. 

Fiscal Laura Ryan said: ‘It 
was dark at the time, with heavy 

rain and high winds.’
Fort William Justice of the 

Peace Court heard Munro, 58, 
was driving to East Kilbride 
where is he currently working.

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said: ‘He was in a rush 
to get down Loch Lomondside 
before the road closed at 10pm.’ 
Munro, who previously had six 
penalty points on his licence, 

the charge. 

A GLENCOE man has been 

penalty points after being 
caught speeding on the A82.

Calum Gatting, 22, of Morven 
Cottage, pled guilty to driving 

around 7pm on August 17.

A LOCHABER trip turned into 
a horror story for motorcyclist 
Steven King when he was 
caught driving 34 mph more 
than the speed limit on the A82.

King, of 1 Albion Street, 
Saxmundham, Suffolk, pled 
guilty to doing 94 mph near 
White Corries in Rannoch 
Moor on September 4.

Sentencing was deferred 
until November 28 for the 
40-year-old to make a personal 
appearance at Fort William 
Justice of the Peace Court. 

A LOCHALINE man reversed 
into a caravan and drove away, 
failing to leave his details or 
inform police.

Alasdair Laurie hit the 
caravan while it was parked on 
Lochaline slipway on August 
17. 

The caravan owners - who 
were inside when it was hit - 
later traced Laurie after driving 
round the village and spotting 
damage to the rear of his Land 
Rover. There were also traces 
of white paint from the caravan 

Ryan said.
When spoken to by police, 

Laurie, aged 50, admitted 
hitting the caravan but said: ‘I 
thought that if nobody got hurt 
you didn’t need to report it.’

Laurie, of 29 Torr na Faire, 

penalty points.

Opinion
split over 
safety
poster 

by pioneers of the Ordnance 
Survey, under General Colby. 
The hardy mappers camped for 
weeks on prominent hills and 
mountains to take triangulation 
measurements, which led to 
the UK being the best mapped 
country in the world. 

Everyone is welcome to hear 
Mr Williams’ talk at 8pm.

Mapping in talk spotlight

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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TOBERMORY High School (THS) has become 

Lifeboat cash 
boost

Brush up on                   
crofting skills

-

-

-

-

-

-

Residents look 
to buy Tiree

Jane Stevens, chairwoman of the Mull Otter Group, assumes the 
role of temporary mother to the eight-week-old otter cub. 

School pupils to learn through Filmclub  

The Oban Times

New life from old: Roy Bridge Primary School pupils unveil the pine tree sculpture with 
wood turner Philip Dart, back left. 20_f45roy01

Riona Whyte puts these budding young singers through their paces. Inset: 
Pinc is Purpaidh CD cover. 

Elsco Heating Ltd. supplying innovative energy saving solutions across Scotland

THEY SAY IT ’S BEEN THE BEST
SUMMER FOR SEVEN YEARS!!

.. .BUT WHAT ABOUT THIS WINTER?
NOW we have THREE ways you can stay WARM this Winter and SAVE on your heating bills!!

German Refractory Clay Core Heaters

After two years of bringing these superb electric heaters 
to Scotland demand is stronger than ever!

A remarkably cosy heat with, in our opinion, some of 
the best running costs of any heating system currently 
available.

Due to the flexibility of the system we have many 
customers who started with one and have come back 
for more!

Using a combination of convected and radiant heat, 
these slim adaptable heaters can be supplied on feet, 
on castors or can be wall mounted. Storage heater 
problems? .. An ideal replacement!

Low Low Running Costs
Superb Heat Output
5 Year Guarantee
No Maintenance Costs
Traditional Design
Total Heating Control

Infrared Heaters

These modern powerful heating units don’t take up ANY 
floor space, they can look like a mirror or a picture on 
the wall.

Incredibly efficient and economical, we have just 
negotiated an exclusive deal with manufacturers First 
Heating of the Czech Republic to bring this unique heating 
technology to you!

When these Far Infrared rays touch a surface energy is 
released in the form of heat. Perfectly safe, these heaters 
act in the same way as when we feel warmth from the 
heat of the sun.

Low Low Running Costs
Superb Heat Output
5 Year Guarantee
No Maintenance Costs
Modern Design
Total Heating Control

A mirror heater

Elsco Heating Ltd, are 
the ONLY Scottish based 
company supplying best 

quality German refractory 
clay core heaters.

Our locations in Glasgow 
and Elgin, combined with 
low overhead costs, has 

enabled us to offer a 
Scotland wide coverage 

at the best possible prices.
For top quality products 

and value for money 
contact us now.

For the third way of staying warm go to www.elsco.co.uk/firegenie
For brochure and more info go to www.elsco.co.uk or phone 01343 819676
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ADVERTORIAL

There is still time 
to save on your 
heating costs 
this Winter!
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PUPILS at Tiree High School are already getting into the festive 
spirit - by starting to prepare two Christmas plays.

As well as the traditional English Christmas play, the school’s 
Gaelic medium classes will be welcoming in Santa as only they 
know how.

The school will give information to pupils next week, but has 
asked for the support of parents to help ensure the best quality 
production.

The school said: ‘We rely heavily on the support of parents to 
help children learn their lines and the words of songs and are 
very grateful for the time and effort given to this. 

‘We may also be looking for props and costumes.’

THIS week is National Youth 
Work Week and youngsters on 
Tiree are not missing out.

On Tuesday, under 5s took 
part in a story telling event at 
Sticky Kids, while An Talla 
hosted a story telling event for 
kids aged between 5-12.  

The full charm of winter 
was enjoyed in the evening, 

session was held during the 

Down Your Way
The entertainment 

continues on Friday, with local 
youngsters shown the ropes of 
how to be a DJ. An Talla hosts 
the workshops, with 5-12-
year-olds heading along for 
4pm, and those aged 13 and 
over from 7.30pm.  Booking 
is essential for the workshops 
though and anyone interested 
in going should phone 01879 
220 074 or email sophie@
tireetrust.org.uk.

Better late than never is our 
picture of this year’s primary 

one at Keills Primary School on 
Islay, Duncan Gillies. 

THE KELP industry is making 
a comeback and islands like 
Colonsay will be crucial to 
its growth, says one Scottish 
businesswoman.

Fiona Houston of Mara 
Artisan Seaweeds made the 
claim during a presentation 
at the recent Connect with 
Colonsay Festival.

Kelping was vital to the peo-
ple of the Highlands and Islands 
in the nineteenth century, with 
more than 4,000 employed in its 
collection and preparation for 
use, either as a fertiliser or in 
the potash industry.

And Ms Houston claims kelp, 
wrack and dulse may once 
again become an important 
part of the Highland and 
Hebridean economy. Whereas, 
two centuries ago, crofters 
used to harvest it and burn it, 
selling the resulting potash for 
use in the production of glass 
and soap, nowadays seaweed is 
experiencing a renaissance as a 
foodstuff, rich as it is in iodine, 
minerals and vitamins. 

It also contains alginate, a 

DATES have been set for 
the popular Ballachulish 
panto, which this year will be a 
performance of Cinderella.

The show will be performed 
in the evenings in the village 
hall from December 9 to 21, 
with a special matinee on 
December 21.

URGENT work to refurbish 
a 180-year-old church near 
Kilchoan has got underway.

Earlier this year a majority of 
Ardnamurchan residents said 
the building was worth keeping, 
despite an estimated repair bill 
of at least £100,000.

-
bishments will see the west wall 
of the church waterproofed, and 
is expected to be completed by 
Christmas.

Further fundraising events are 
currently being planned to raise 
the money needed for the rest of 
the necessary works.

PORTREE is to play host to 
BBC Radio Scotland’s Brian 
Taylor’s Big Debate programme 
tomorrow (Friday).

The audience made up of local 
residents will get the chance to 
quiz a panel of four speakers on 
political, moral and social issues 
in the Aros Centre between 
12pm and 1pm.

TORLUNDY biomass heat 

another major success recently 
when BskyB Chairman Nick 

biomass heat cabins at Sky’s 
Livingston Campus.

The 199kW cabins will 
provide all the heat and hot 
water required by the 2,500 
staff on site and it is anticipated 
the installations will provide 
carbon savings of approximately 
500 tonnes each year - the 

Heathrow to Las Vegas, or four 
million car miles.

Welcoming the development, 
Energy minister Fergus 
Ewing said: ‘These biomass 
boilers, installed by a Scottish 
company, the biomass 
specialist HWEnergy, will 
help contribute to Scotland’s 
transition to a low carbon 
economy. 

‘Sustainable biomass 
provides huge opportunities 
for the people of Scotland 
to get jobs in construction, 
jobs in the plants and along the 
forest supply chain, as well as 
reducing  emissions and energy 
bills.’

ARISAIG and District 
Community Council met in the 
Astley Hall on October 21.

Abridged minutes:
Police report from PC Calder: 

One incident of vandalism was 
reported which had been dealt 
with.

Discussion then took place 

SMALL wind turbines have 
been installed at Scottish Water 
Waste treatment works on Skye 
and Raasay to reduce energy 
costs. 

Three Evance R9000 turbines 
are already operating at 
Broadford and another three on 
Raasay.

Three more will be installed 
at the Portree waste water treat-
ment works later this month.

It is estimated it will generate 
almost 50 per cent of the 
electricity needed to operate the 
plants.

KINLOCHLEVEN Primary 
youngsters have created a 
booklet of short walks for 
children and families in and 
around the village.

‘Don’t Forget Your Wellies’ 
was written by the P3/4/5 
class and rates each walk 

muddy they are. It contains 
maps, directions and colour 
photos of 16 different routes, 
with hand-drawn pictures and 

LOCH Lomond’s Bird of Prey 
Centre is to move to new, 
purpose-built premises - taking 
with it more than 24 species of 
raptors and owls.

Among those to move to the 
new centre at Balloch is Orla, 

female who has appeared on 
TV on several occasions, most 
recently on BBC’s Winterwatch 
Unsprung programme. 

Set in woodland and built to 
a high standard, the new centre 

the old facility, offering much 
bigger and better accommoda-
tion for the feathery residents. 

The construction of the 
facility incorporates most of the 
mature trees from the original 
site. An existing stream has 
been featured within the site, 
as has much of the surrounding 
woodland.

will take place on November 9 
at 1.30pm and will be pre-
sided by Paul Murton of BBC’s 
‘Grand Tours of Scotland’. 

For more information, see 
www.llbopc.co.uk.

PUPILS from Easdale Primary School 
enjoyed the premier showing at Oban 
Phoenix Cinema’s new £50,000 second 
screen on Tuesday.

The school’s P1-4 classes piled into the 
beanbags to watch Frankenweenie - just in 
time for Hallowe’en.

Appropriately enough, the cinema’s bright 
orange beanbags resembled pumpkins for 

screen, including Hotel Transylvania, 
another showing of Frankenweenie and 
Casper. The introduction of the second 
screen also gives the cinema greater adapt-

on release without tying up the main screen 
for a whole fortnight.

at the community-owned venture from 
release.

Funding for the new state-of-the-art 
projector was provided by Argyll and 
the Isles LEADER, the Robertson Trust, 
Argyll and Bute Council and the Health and 
Wellbeing Network.

AFTER two years, 92 
interviews, and 18 public 
events, the largest ever project 
to record the lives and stories of 
Jura folk has been completed.

The Jura Lives project, led 
by Jura Development Trust 

also collaborated with the island 
primary school.

As a result, the Jura Lives 
audio collection is now ready to 
be accessed by the public.

The project drew on a pool 
of contributors wider than the 
resident population of 197; 
people with Jura connections 

at various points in the 20th 
century, people who came from 
elsewhere to work on the island 
for a time, people who spent 
childhood holidays there, people 
who own large country estates 
there, and even a lady artist who 
lived in a cave. 

The result is a sound-archive 
containing more than 200 
different voices, and more than 
200 hours of material. The 

the oldest is 95.
Ms Carswell said: ‘Of course 

there’s no such thing as a 
comprehensive history, but 
we’ve gone about this project in 
as inclusive and democratic a 
way as we can.  

‘The accounts people have 
given are full of integrity, 
humour and resonance, and to 

INVERARAY’S Stuart 

Championship, an invitational 
competition for the world’s 10 
best pipers.

The championship, 
held recently was won by 
Edinburgh’s Iain Spiers and 
Campbeltown native Willie 
McCallum was third.

Stuart and Willie were tied 
after the piobaireachd and the 
march, Strathspey and reel 
disciplines, with the former 
being awarded overall runner-
up on piobaireachd preference. 
Benderloch’s Angus MacColl 
did not place.

Championship held the 
following day was won by an 
American, 18-year-old Maura 
Shawn Scanlin from Boone, 
North Carolina.

Easdale Primary School’s P1-4 - and a few teachers - pile in to the Oban Phoenix Cinema’s new bean bags to enjoy Frankenweenie just 
in time for Hallowe’en. 16_t44cinema1
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Fiona Houston, left and seated, shares Mara products with 
Connect with Colonsay festival-goers. 

Contributors to the Jura Lives project were invited to a party in Craighouse Village Hall. 

JURA

MACLEOD’S shop in Tiree 
will remain open into the 
new year after interest from 
a private buyer delayed the 
owners’ retirement plans.

Fiona and Iain MacLeod had 
intended to close the business 
by the end of October if a 
buyer couldn’t be found for 
the popular Crossapol shop 
- but decided to postpone that 
date to the end of January 
next year after a young family 
expressed an interest in taking 
over the store.

Fiona said: ‘There’s a bit of 
interest and we’re still hopeful 
something can be done. 

‘There’s nothing agreed yet, 
but we hope it will be.’

While the Tiree Com-
munity Development Trust 
is preparing a contingency 
plan to bring the shop into 
community ownership, it 
wouldn’t be able to buy the 
shop until well into 2014.

Both Fiona and Iain say it 
is reassuring for the island 
that the trust would take 
that precaution, but say new 

blood would be good for the 
community.

‘They’re a young couple 
with a young girl - it’d be good 
for the island and good for the 
school.’

governance manager at the 
Tiree Trust, said they will 
continue to prepare a possible 
community takeover should 
the deal fail to be agreed.

‘We have formed a steering 
group and we’re still looking 
at it,’ he said. ‘There is a 
private buyer interested now 
though and that would be seen 
as the best outcome.

‘We’ve decided to keep on 
doing the feasibility study just 
in case.’

Should the takeover fall 
through, Andy says the island 
has accepted the shop may 
close for a period. 

‘The process you have to 
go through to get funding 
etcetera means we’d be well 
into next year before we’d 
be able to make an offer. 
Hopefully we won’t have to.’

Fiona and Iain MacLeod, of I and F MacLeod, have delayed 
their retirement plans after a private buyer expressed an 

interest in taking over the Crossapol store.

Next week Down Your Way 
visits Ardfern and Kilmelford 

with reporter Faith Orr. You can 
contact Faith on 01631 568000 
or email forr@obantimes.co.uk

Walking group: The Kinlochleven youngsters who created the 
walking guide.

personal comments from each 
of the pupils.

The A6-sized booklet also 
lists tips for things to see on the 
walks as well as details of how 
the class project to create the 
guide developed. The booklet 
can be purchased from the 
school, with all proceeds going 
towards school funds.

KINLOCHLEVEN

me, having not done oral history 
before, hearing people tell it like 
it is in their own words has been 
a revelation and a great honour.

‘We had to evolve our systems 
for managing the material and 
the metadata as the collection’s 
grown, which has involved lots 
of advice from the sector and 
lots of favours from volunteers 
and suppliers, for which I am 
hugely grateful. Hopefully 
we’ve arrived at a catalogue that 
will be a strong resource for 
many years to come.’

The end of the project 
was marked by a party in 
Craighouse Village Hall last 
Saturday for 300 invited guests. 

The project was funded by the 
Heritage Lottery, Argyll and the 
Islands’ LEADER programme 

2007 – 13, and the Isle of Jura 
Development Trust. 

Extra support from Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig, the team from 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile, 
on neighbouring Islay, and 
a bilingual summer intern, 
Rosaidh Phillips from Skye, 
means that there is also a small 
but precious Gaelic language 
section of the archive.

JURA Care Centre is looking 
for funding to help with 
maintenance of an emergency 
generator, which has been 
promised by Scottish and 
Southern Energy (SSE).

The generator was sought 
following storms in February 
2012, which left the centre 
without power for nearly three 
days. SSE has granted the use 
of a permanent generator on the 
condition that a suitable site is 

found and funding for on-going 
maintenance is established.

Centre chairwoman Joan 
Richardson said: ‘SSE has been 
very co-operative and we are 
grateful for that but we need 

running costs.
‘The care centre group cannot 

pay this, so we need help from 
other sources, such as local 
landowners, or others who may 
want to contribute.

‘The NHS is going to help 
but we are waiting to hear from 
Argyll and Bute Council.’

The emergency generator 
would be installed and paid for 
by SSE at Croit à Chala. This 
will not be in place in time 
for this winter, as originally 
expected, but a temporary 
mobile generator should arrive 
shortly, to remain over the 
winter.

carbohydrate that is used to 
thicken products such as ice 
cream, jelly and salad dressing.

Michelin chefs are prepared 
to pay top dollar for a particular 
variety of seaweed, Pepper 
Dulse. In parts of the Far East, 
where waters have been 

polluted by radiation leaks from 
the Fukushima nuclear power 
station, Scottish seaweed is 
in demand; a few individuals 
in the Gaidhealtachd have 
already invested in harvesting 
machinery, China being the 
main target market.

Wind power for water plants: the three turbines spinning away 
on Raasay. 

Eddie Johnstone, project 
manager with Scottish Water’s 
energy team, said: ‘Scottish Wa-
ter is looking to take advantage 
of natural wind resources at 
some of our sites to reduce our 
energy bill and, in turn, the cost 
of providing essential services 
to our customers in Scotland. 

‘The commissioning of the 
turbines on Skye and Raasay 
follows similar schemes in the 
Western Isles and Orkney.’

RAASAY

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

regarding the review of manned 

The review, which has been 
commissioned by the Chief 
Constable of Police Scotland 
could have serious implications 
for the existing service in 
Mallaig with the reduction/ 
removal of front of house staff.  

Support for the continuation 
of Mallaig as a front line service 
has been expressed, but more 
submissions in favour of a 
continuation of the existing 
service are needed. 

Arisaig Medical Centre: 
Dr Gartshore reported on 

recruiting both permanent and 
locum GPs to the area.  

This problem is by no means 
unique to this area – many 
remote, rural communities are 

The situation here has been 
further complicated by the 
resignation of Dr Schulz, who 
will be leaving in November.

Until a locum can be found to 
replace Dr Schulz, the Arisaig 
Medical Centre will be closed 
and all appointments will take 
place in Mallaig. 

Dr Gartshore said that NHS 
Highland was still keen on the 
group practice concept, but it 
will have to be introduced more 
slowly, starting with Mallaig, 
Arisaig and the Small Isles. 

When the Arisaig Medical 
Centre is shut, the pharmacy is 
prepared to do deliveries and 
the nurses to do more home 
visits. 

Status of the community 
council: Maureen McColl 
is now a full member of the 
community council. 

This brings the number of 
councillors to four, out of the 
desired eight. Co-options will 
need to be considered. It is 
essential that more people put 
themselves forward when the 
next elections come round in 
order to secure the viability of 
the community council.

now prepared to move into the 
Spar. Public consultation started 
on October 18 and will continue 
until November 29. 

The proposed opening of the 
service will be in January 2014. 
There seems to be no provision 
for sorting the post in Arisaig 
and this will be questioned. 

have been ordered, collection 
boxes will be put in the Post 

of the week and posters will be 
put up. There is no arrangement 
for refreshments this year. 

Date of next meeting: Monday 
November 18.

LOCH LOMOND
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worth £56*

Choose 3 free super size essentials.

Available until 16 November 2013.

£6.95 delivery for Hub.

New Oban High School

Site Selection Consultation –
November 2013
We would like to hear your views on the preferred site for a new high school for Oban. 
Come along to our open events to fi nd out more and share your views. There are 
information displays at Oban High School, local primary schools, Oban Library and 
the Corran Halls. Meet the team and ask questions: 

Date Time Details

Monday
18 November

7pm Consultation launch,
Oban High School

Thursday
21 November

10am – 8pm Open Event,
Corran Halls 

Friday
22 November

11.30am – 4pm Open Event,
Corran Halls

Saturday
23 November 

10am – 1pm Open Event,
Corran Halls

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

ARMISTICE Day remem-
brance services in Skye and 
Lochaber will be among 
those taking place place 
across the Highlands and 
Islands on Sunday.

In Portree, The British 
Legion parade leaves from 
the Skye Gathering Hall at 
approximately 10.40am with 
the service starting at the 
war memorial in Somerled 
Square around 10.50am.

In Fort William, the parade 
leaves Viewforth Car Park at 
10.50am marching to The 
Parade, where wreaths will 
be laid. The salute will be 
taken by Lord Lieutenant 
Donald Cameron of Lochiel 
and Lochaber Area Com-
mittee leader Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan. 

At the Spean Bridge Com-
mando Memorial, the parade 
leaves the lay-by on the A82 
at 2.50pm, marching to the 
memorial, where the service 
begins at 3pm.

PEOPLE seeking support 
from a council scheme that 
offers 95 per cent mortgages 
are being directed to a simi-
lar initiative run by the UK 
Government.

Almost 40 people have 
enquired about Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Local 
Authority Mortgage Scheme 
(LAMS). 

It offers people capable of 
meeting mortgage payments 
but struggling to save a 
deposit for a house a help-
ing hand on to the property 
ladder.

The £3million initiative, 

adopted by a number of local 
authorities, would see the 
council pay for 20 per cent 
of the mortgage, effectively 
giving people a 95 per cent 
mortgage on the same terms 
as a 75 per cent loan.

Go-ahead
But this week the council 

would no longer go ahead as 
Lloyds Banking Group had 
withdrawn from the scheme.

Now the 38 people who 
registered an interest in 
LAMS are being referred 
to a national scheme, which 

time buyers.
Council leader Dick Walsh 

said: ‘We welcome the 
scheme and look forward 
to seeing how it performs. 
Our housing team will make 
sure that people who had 
enquired about LAMS are 
made aware of the options 
available to them.’

The £3 million funding for 
LAMS had been taken from 
the council’s reserves for the 
building of a new Campbel-
town Grammar and Dunoon 
primary joint campus; the 
money will be returned to 
that fund.

Council encourages home 
buyers to government scheme

We will 
remember them

Lochwatch gets 
charity boost
A DONATION of nearly 
£2,800 by the MacQueen 
Brothers Charitable Trust 
will help LochWatch buy 
a side-scan radar and save 
lives on Loch Awe. 

Set to be mounted to the 
patrol boat, the device will 
allow the crew to navigate 
the loch regardless of fog 
or challenging weather 
conditions which limit vis-
ibility, making it easier to 
save lives.

Mobile phone giant 
defends island service
A MOBILE phone company 
has claimed there is no dif-
ference to service to the 
islands after it switched off 
a transmitter in North Uist 
- despite a host of complaints 
from Barra.

Several Orange/EE cus-
tomers on Barra have com-
plained for weeks that their 
service has deteriorated in 
recent months, particularly 
in the north of the island, 
with many different reasons 
given by the operator as to 
why their phones haven’t 
been working.

While there was a techni-
cal problem with a mast on 
Barra, which has now been 

repaired, The Oban Times 
has learned the company 
turned off a mast on North 
Uist several weeks ago - as 
it was a ‘duplicate’ following 
the merger of Orange and 
T-Mobile in 2010.

A spokeswoman for 
Orange/EE said ‘full service 
had resumed’ on Barra fol-
lowing a repair on Friday, 
but urged customers to get 
in touch if they were still 
having problems.

It says there is ‘no evi-
dence’ that switching off the 
duplicate mast on North Uist 
has impacted coverage for 
customers within the North 
Uist region.

HEAD teachers will this 
month be asked how best 
to slash £190,000 from the 
education budget before 
Argyll and Bute councillors 

But a former school rector 
has told the local author-
ity that any plan to cut its 
education service should be 
‘kicked into the long grass’.

Councillors were previ-
ously given a preferred op-
tion to make the necessary 
savings. 

But last week at a full 
meeting of the council it 
was agreed there should be 
further consultation with 
head teachers.

Bill Crossan, former rec-

tor of Campbeltown Gram-
mar and Church of Scotland 
representative at Argyll and 
Bute Council, said: ‘Since 
September’s full council 
meeting my disquiet with 
this paper has increased. 

‘I like the idea to kick this 
into the long grass. 

‘There’s no need to decide 
this immediately.’

Consultation with head-
teachers was due to com-
mence on Tuesday and run 
until November 14.

The decision to reduce 
funding to the education 
department by £190,000 
was made at the council’s 
budget meeting in Febru-
ary. 

Teachers consulted on 
Argyll education cuts 

POLICE Scotland has been 
urged to address a shortfall 

maintain public counter service 
opening times in Mallaig.

Councillor Allan Henderson 
made the plea following a fraught 
meeting of Mallaig Community 
Council on Monday night, 
where it emerged during the 
police community engagement 

in the ferry port had dropped to 
just two.

According to Councillor 
Henderson, earlier this year 
Mallaig was served by four 

constable.
That number was subsequently 

reduced to three, then at 
Monday’s meeting it emerged 

young police constable, would 

division in Fort William.
A furious Councillor 

Henderson told The Oban Times:
‘This will mean we will have 

in the area.
‘Even worse than that, one of 

them is in there only for his four-
day shifts. I believe when he is 

A SHARP rise in the number of 
pre-school and primary school 
age children in Uig in north 
Skye has prompted calls for the 
village school to be reopened.

The school was mothballed in 
2010 against substantial local 
opposition when the roll tumbled 
after parents opted to send their 
children to Kilmuir or Portree.

But according to Kilmuir 
parent council member Seonag 
Henderson, a mini-population 
boom has stretched current 
arrangements to breaking point.

The contractor ferrying 
children from the Uig area to 
and from Kilmuir, she said, has 
had to buy a 16-seater bus to 
cope with demand. Previously, 

Ms Henderson says Kilmuir 
is full to bursting as the roll 
continues to spiral upwards, 
meaning Highland Council 
could be forced to build an extra 
classroom.

Also, the number of English 
medium pupils have jumped to 
14 - just one more and another 
teacher would have to be 
employed. There are 25  children 
in Gaelic Medium Education at 
Kilmuir, a total also likely to 
rise.

Such is the pressure, that the 
P1-3 class has been extended to 
P1-4, and the P4-7 class reduced 
to P5-7 to create enough space. 
Currently, 16 children are bussed 
from Uig to Kilmuir.

When Uig was recommended 
for closure in 2010, Ms Henderson 
was one of many suggesting a 
solution - namely, that Uig be 
retained for an English medium 
class and pre-school, while 
Kilmuir Primary would become 
a purely Gaelic medium school.

Spiderman looks a wee bit in 
awe of a phantom pirate and 

the Queen - but everyone had 
a great time at Kilmuir Primary 
School Hallowe’en party in Uig 
Community Hall last Thursday.

Children from the north end 
of Skye enjoyed fun packed 

activities and games including 
musical chairs, and dancing.

Organisers thank all who 
supported the event, which 

was held in aid of Kilmuir 
School funds. See our spooky 

West Highlands Hallowe’en 
round-up, page 11

IT WAS a day of celebration at Roy Bridge Primary 
on Friday as the school took delivery of beautifully 
crafted pens and a wooden sculpture, all fashioned 
from an old Scots pine felled by hurricane-force 
winds two years ago.

school playground for more than 100 years before 
it blew down on December 8, 2011.

Head teacher Kate MacGillivray and the local 
community were determined the special tree 

should be remembered, so professional wood 
turner Philip Dart, from Spean Bridge, was com-
missioned to produce the 18-carat gold-plated 
pens, which have barrels made from the pine.

Mr Dart also carved a stylistic sculpture using 
wood from the tree as a permanent memorial to 
the its place in village history.

Proceeds from pen sales will go towards a 
commemorative bench to be sited in the school 
playground. See full story, page 5.

AN EVENTS area in the centre 
of Fort William has taken another 
step forward after Highland 
Council awarded a contract for 
the construction and landscap-
ing of Cameron Square.

Work on the £375,000 project 
is expected to start in the next 
three to four weeks. Contractors 
P1 Solutions Limited will begin 
the main works immediately 
after the New Year.

The contract involves levelling 
Cameron Square and creating 
an amphitheatre type setting 

Roy Bridge sisters Molly, aged seven, and nine year-old Sophie Nairn from Fersit display one of the 
hand-crafted pens. 20_f45roy02

sergeants has to cover for him. It 
seems to be a complete shambles 
up there. I know the boys on the 
ground are absolutely furious 
with the way things are.’

Mallaig was also in line to 
lose its all-week public counter 
service in the police station. 

That plan has now been ditched 
in favour of a proposal to cut 
opening hours to between 9am 
and 12noon daily, but the local 
community feels that, along 

is not enough.
In a letter to Chief 

Superintendent Julian Innes of 
Highlands and Islands Division, 
Councillor Henderson said: ‘As 
councillor for ward 12 Caol and 
Mallaig, this newest proposal 
gives me no comfort whatsoever 

be a further cut in the number of 

‘As you well know the current 
force are really covering the 
whole of west Lochaber. With 
the best will in the world two 

shifts. 
‘It is also important that the 

as the Small Isles ferry does not 
arrive in until the afternoon on 
all days except Saturday, when 

He added: ‘I appreciate that 
crime has been driven down 
in the area but this is surely as 
a result of good high visibility 
policing during the past six 
months.

‘From a strategic point of view, 
Mallaig being 42 miles from 
Fort William and the focal point 
for the Small Isles and arguably 
south Skye, dictates that an 

week. 
‘I would now ask you to 

reconsider this cost driven 
proposal.’

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said a consultation process on 
public counter opening was still 
ongoing and that ‘no decision 
had yet been taken.’

He added: ‘With regard to the 

intention to reduce the number of 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Anger over 
more Mallaig 
police cuts 
Ferry port down to two officers

That, campaigners said then, 
‘would relieve accommodation 
pressure in Kilmuir Primary 
School and improve English 
medium pre-school provision in 
the area’.

Now Ms Henderson - a 
passionate advocate of Gaelic 
Medium Education and who 
has children attending Kilmuir 
- wants Highland Council to act.

She told The Oban Times:
‘They are shoving the kids into 
tiny wee classrooms at Kilmuir 
while Uig is a bigger school and 
a higher grade building. 

‘Kilmuir can’t take everybody 
- the roll is going up all the time. 
Highland Council have to look 
at this - only one or two more 
pupils and they will have to split 
the English medium class. It is 
ridiculous they have not done 
something by now.

‘Gaelic Medium Education 
should not be to the detriment 
of English medium and the easy 
answer would be to re-open 
Uig.’

She added: ‘I am a big advocate 
of Kilmuir school - it is fantastic 
- but it is not big enough.’

A council spokesperson said: 
‘The sustainable schools estate 
review (SSER) process, recently 
begun on Skye will examine all 
options. This will involve further 
consultation around local 
communities, where all views 
will be considered. 

‘The Highland Council is 

quarter of 2014.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Kilmuir Hallowe’en fun

Call to re-open 
Uig school

with new lighting, artwork and 
street furniture. Lochaber Area 
Committee leader Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan said: ‘This 
contract effectively completes 
work started in 2010 at the 
underpass and the regeneration 
of the West End.  The resulting 
increase in footfall will help to 
sustain businesses operating 
in the High Street and provide 
a much better environment for 
visitors.’

Full consultation will be carried 
out with traders and residents in 

the surrounding area to ensure 
any inconvenience is minimised 
and that access to businesses is 
maintained.

Funding for the project was 
part of the ‘shovel-ready’ alloca-
tion of £3 million awarded to The 
Highland Council from the Scot-
tish Government earlier this year. 

Work starts to re-vamp Cameron Square

Treasured tree remembered

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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Put the Fun into Fundraising !

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION
Telephone: 01631 562784

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718

8 wheel tipper hire • Supplier of quarry products and site clearances
DELIGHTED TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH CHILDREN IN NEED

SINCLAIR PLANT & CONTRACTING LTD
Tel/Fax: 01631 710762  

Email: shaun@sinclairplant.co.uk

Pleased to support 
Children in Need 2013

...a business buil t on solid foundations

Happy to 
Support 
Children 
in Need

Lochavullin Drive, Oban
www.lidl.co.uk

ALIenergy would like to wish Pudsey a 

ALIenergy are rolling out a number of new energy 
projects for 2013/14.

Watch this space!
01631 565183 / www.alienergy.org.uk

& CO.

Ainsley, Smith & Co.
Chartered Accountants

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
CHILDREN IN NEED

21 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel. 01631 567007

Email. mail@ainsleysmith.co.uk
www.ainsleysmith.co.uk

BBC Children in Need - Friday 15th November 2013

Show your spots lots!raise

LORI
Moleigh Civic Amenity Centre
Oban 
01631 569819

The GRAB Trust
Kilmory

Lochgilphead
01631 569174(Charity No SC029154) 

• Beaches & marine litter education workshops • Organised 
beach cleans • Loan of equipment to assist with clean-ups
•  Administer litter grants • Sell good quality reuse furniture

• Delivery & collection of quality donated furniture
• Bike reuse project
www.grab.org.uk

SUPPORT CHILDREN IN NEED

CREATIVE pupils at Dunbeg Primary School are joining forces 
with local businesses to help raise money for this year’s Children 
in Need Appeal.
Kind-hearted businesses taking part in our fundraising feature 

have this year been given a rebranding by children at Dunbeg - and 
the designs can be seen on this page.

Children in Need, which this year will be held on November 15, 
is currently supporting more than 2,600 projects across the UK 
all year round.

An exciting array of the biggest names in music, comedy and 
entertainment are coming together this month for the annual 
appeal. 
Sir Terry Wogan, Tess Daly, Fearne Cotton, Zoe Ball and Nick 

Grimshaw play host to an array of stars, as they join in to help raise 
money for disadvantaged children and young people across the UK.
Amongst those lending a hand are One Direction, Doctor Who, 

Harry Hill, and cast of Call The Midwife. 
British sporting legends Torvill and Dean will be taking to the Strictly 

Come Dancing ballroom, dancing head-to-head in a bid to win the 
glitterball Pudsey trophy.  
The cast of EastEnders will put on a special performance featur-

ing a plethora of dance styles from Bollywood to ballroom, live 
in Albert Square.  
Sir Terry Wogan, Life President, says: ‘Every year the BBC 

Children in Need Appeal night is a testament to the extraordi-
nary generosity of the British people.’
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MORE than 100 people attended 
the launch of a biography on a 
legendary Ballachulish doctor in 
the village on Saturday.

Dr Lachlan Grant of 
Ballachulish: Talent and 
Tenacity traces the life of the 
remarkable medic who practised 
in Ballachulish and Kinlochleven 
from 1900 to 1945.

Author Dr Roddy Macleod 
signed copies of his landmark 
work on Dr Grant, who 
distinguished himself in 
medicine and went on to become 
a tireless campaigner for social, 
medical, political and land 
reform.

Skye-born Dr Macleod, 
who himself was the GP in 
Ballachulish from 1977 to 2003,  
spent 30 years researching the 
book . The direct descendants 
of Dr Grant, and of the Clark 
family, his in-laws, were 
present  at the hugely successful 

Boats can fish      
for longer
boats will be better off in terms 
of days at sea in 2013 than they 
have been since 2009, a meeting 
in Stornoway has heard.  

The good news that the 
minimum allocation for any 
vessel has been increased 
to 130 days emerged at the 
Outer Hebrides Fisheries Joint 
Consultative Committee (JCC) 
gathering on Friday.  

have been allocated 100 per 
cent of their effort track record 

effort now based in hours at sea 
rather than days. The committee 
also backed moves to develop 
a high-value, small scale Outer 

and support onshore processing 
and employment.

HIGHLAND Council could 
share new Inverness premises 
with the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS), NHS 
Highland and Police Scotland 
under radical proposals put 
forward by Highland Council 
leader Drew Hendry.

Councillor Hendry has 
presented the ambitious plan to 
Scottish Fire Board chairman 

Mountain bike 
stolen
A MAN’S specialised mountain 
bike was stolen from the rear 
of the Crannog Restaurant in 
Fort William sometime between 
October 14 to 19. It is black in 
colour. 

Anyone with information 
should contact local police on 

01397 702000.

A GLENCOE dentist has drilled 
his last tooth after 37 years in 
the profession - 35 of which were 
spent in Lochaber.

And as he retired last week 
from the Glencoe surgery he 
established back in 1995, John 
Roy was looking forward to a 

as his career had been.
Staff from the surgery’s new 

owners, Fort William-based 
M&S Dental Care, presented 
Mr Roy with a farewell cake and 
wished him all the best for the 
future - one without cavities or 

Mr Roy told The Oban Times:
‘I have had many happy years 
working in the area and made 
many friends. I looked on my 
patients as being my huge 
extended family. I’m going to 
spend more time in my garden - 
and more time on my three-acre 

Volunteer appeal
LOCHABER Together for 
Cancer Research UK has issued 
a call for volunteers to join the 
group.

In a public appeal, spokesman 
Adam Ramsey said: ‘Without 
you we cannot continue to raise 
awareness and funds for Cancer 
Research UK.’

For more information 
visit http://lochabertogether.
co.uk/2013/08/we-need-your-
help/, call Adam On 07887 
706100 or email info@
lochabertogether.co.uk.

Team award for 
ScotRail staff
SCOTRAIL staff who work on 
the Caledonian Sleeper have 
been named the train operator’s 
2013 Team of the Year.

They were honoured at the 
company’s second annual Your 
Recognition Awards Ball in 
Glasgow following a ballot of 
the company’s 4,700 staff. The 
service runs from Fort William, 
Inverness and Aberdeen to 
London Euston.

of the autumn have prompted 
Scottish Water to remind west 
Highland customers to protect 
homes and businesses and 
prepare for winter.

The utility company has come 
up with the slogan ‘protect your 
pipes - be prepared’ to get the 
message across.

Back, left to right, dental nurses Aileen Green and Joanne MacLeod, dentists Hamish Isaac and Rachel Short, patient liaison Gillian 
Matheson, practice manager Jillian Bruce and M&S Dental Care director and principal clinician Gregor Muir. Front, dental nurse 

Rachel MacIntyre helps John Roy put his feet up. 20_f45dentist01

croft in Glencoe village. I also 
want to help out Alastair and Ros 
MacDonald at Glencoe Heritage 
Trust and I’ll have more time 
with the grandchildren.’ 

He added: ‘I’ll being doing a lot 
of enjoying myself - and getting 
back to work on classic cars.’

M&S Dental Care took over 
at Glencoe on September 27, 
and since then Mr Roy has been 
helping out in what has been a 
smooth transition period.

Two new dentists are now 
working in Glencoe under 
M&S Dental Care director and 
principal clinician Gregor Muir.

Hamish Isaac moved from the 
Shore Street practice in Oban, 
while Rachel Short has moved 
from Edinburgh. 

Rachel, who worked both at 

Glasgow and Edinburgh after 
graduating three years ago from 
Dundee Dental School, said: ‘I 
am really excited to be here. It is 
such a beautiful place to live in 
and everyone has been fantastic, 
and the patients have been lovely. 
I am  looking forward to meting 
more of them.’

Mr Muir said: ‘It is great having 
two capable people to take over 
the reins from John, not least 

attract talented people to come 
to this area. It is an honour to 
take John’s place and we will do 
him justice by maintaining the 
standards of care he provided 
here.’ He added: ‘Hopefully 
within 12 to 18 months we will 
have an extra surgery in here.’

Other plans for Glencoe include 
an orthodontics clinic two days a 
week to cut down patients’ travel 
time, Mr Muir said.

Pat Watters. Other other bodies 
such as the Scottish Ambulance 
Service and Scottish Water 
could also be housed in the 
new hub, with each having 
their own control centre. The 
move would aim to provide the 
SFRS with their third strategic 
control room for Scotland and 

collaboratively.

Regional community 
manager Joanna Peebles said: 
‘Customers who take action 
now to heat, insulate and protect 
their properties can avoid this 
considerable headache and 
heartache. The message is very 
much that we want to work with 
our customers to ensure we are 
all prepared.’

Professor James Hunter, author Dr Roderick Macleod, Ms 
Lucy Emslie, who typed the manuscript, and Lady Kingarth at 

Saturday’s book launch. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

occasion at the Isles of Glencoe 
Hotel. The event was chaired 
by Kevin Byrne, the proprietor 
of Colonsay-based publishers 

House of Lochar.
Professor Jim Hunter CBE, who 

wrote the preface to the book, 

in seeing the biography now in 
circulation. He said it would 

knowledge of this notable doctor 
and his tireless campaigning for 
medical, social and land reform, 
and the creation of employment 
and industry throughout the 
Highlands. 

Professor Hunter was followed 
by Dr Macleod, who gave a 
summary of Dr Grant’s life, his 
family and his friends and his 
life-long vision of a national 
medical service that served the 
whole country equally. 

Dr Macleod said he hoped the 
book would stimulate interest 
in Dr Grant and go to ‘redress 

arisen - with his proper place in 
national history ‘restored and 
secured’. 

The audience were treated 
to the reading of a passage 
from the book by the editor, 

Lady Kingarth, before Dr 
Grant’s great-grandson Lorne 
MacLennan read a message 
to the gathering from Sheena 
Roddan, Dr Grant’s sole 
surviving daughter, who was 
too frail to attend. He expressed 
the whole family’s gratitude 
to Dr Macleod for all his hard 
work and research in producing 
the book. To emotional cheers 
from the audience, Susan 
MacLennan, Dr Grant’s 
grand-daughter, presented Dr 
Macleod with an engraved 
solid silver desk clock that had
once been Dr Grant’s possession, 
saying it was given as a ‘small 
token’ of the high esteem in 
which Dr Macleod was held by 
her entire family. After a brisk 
sales run, the author kept up a 
very busy book-signing session 
to round off a very special day.
Copies can be purchased through 
House of Lochar.

Dentist retires 
after 37 years
Staff bid fond farewell to John

Large crowd gathers in Ballachulish to celebrate 
launch of legendary village doctor’s biography 

Council leader’s ambitious plan to  
share new Inverness premises

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Reminder to prepare for winter

WIN!
A Christmas hamper

£500!
worth Courtesy of Tesco, Oban. 

Start collecting 
tokens today

The Oban Times is giving 
readers the chance to 
win a fantastic Christmas 
hamper worth a 
whopping £500! 

This could be a helping 
hand towards your 
Christmas 
shopping or 
a present to 
yourself for 
being good 
this year.  Just 
imagine being 

able to put even more 
Christmas presents under 
the tree for your friends 
and family to 
enjoy.

To enter, simply collect five tokens – here is token one. Token two will be printed 
next week, November 14 and so on. Full details on how to send 
in your tokens in The Oban Times, December 5. 

TOKEN
ONE

D
EC

EM
B

ER
 2013

DECEMBER 2013

THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 

BITE BACK
WHY I HATE
COUNTRYFILE   

FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE

PETER MCRABBIT: 

BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

Claire Macdonald’s 

Christmas recipes

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 

OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

31/10/2013   10:59:24

DECEMBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Christmas fare

OFC-OBC_SFWS.indd   1

FREE INSIDE
Festive

Food & Drink 
supplement

Claire Macdonald’s Christmas recipes
Dunblane Dreaming - Judy Murray on 
why her home town is special
Jack Vettriano: Our 
greatest living artist?
From Peebles to the 
Whitehouse

of unbeatable 
Xmas Gift ideas
of unbnof unno
32pages



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors 
in print. 

-
tor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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N D Y L L YSCOTS

Official magazine of  the Standing Council of  Scottish Chiefs

H e r i t a g e     M a g a z i n e

12/09/2013   15:48:11

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

BHA BUAIDH nan caochladh ghearraidhean aig an riaghaltas 
thar nam beagan bhliadhnaichean a chaidh do-sheachanta 
dhan a’ mhòr-chuid de shluagh na dùthcha agus chan eil e na 
iongnadh sam bith a-nise gum bheil cosgais bith-beò na phrìomh 
chuspair ann an saoghal poilitigs. Theagamh gur còir dha 
luchd-poilitigs a bhith a’ cumail aire air leithid sin co-dhiù, ach 
le sgeulachdan a sìor nochdadh mun chunnart anns am bheil 
feadhainn a dh’fheumas taghadh eadar blàths agus biadh, tha 
Ministearan riaghaltais agus ceannardan nam partaidhean uile 
a’ fàs frionasach.  Tha mòran aca a’ fàs gu math mì-chofhurtail 
is na daoine a chuir dhan Phàrlamaid iad a-nise a’ faighneachd 
dè tha iad dol a dhèanamh gus earbsa a ghleidheadh!  Agus ged 
a tha e nàdarra dha na partaidhean dùbhlanach a’ choire a chur 
air an riaghaltas agus dhan riaghaltas argamaid gur e an dìleab 
a dh’fhàg na Làbaraich agus staid eaconamaidh an t-saoghail is 
coireach dhan t-suidheachadh, chan eil seachnadh air gum bheil 
daoine a’ fulang agus gum faodadh dìoghaltas nochdadh aig an 
ath thaghadh coitcheann! 

‘S iad cosgaisean connaidh as duilghe oir cha tèid aig daoine 
air a bhith beò às aonais teas, agus cha ghluais gnìomhachas na 
dùthcha gun chumhachd ola is dealain.  Gu ìre, ‘s ann ri linn 
chò-dhùnaidhean riaghaltais a thàinig sinn gu bhith an eisimeil 
sia buidhnean mòra airson ar cuid connaidh dachaigh agus tha 
prìsean a sìor èirigh fhad ’s a tha teachd-a-steach an t-sluaigh 
gun fhàs sam bith.  Ach dè ghabhas dèanamh ma dheidhinn?

Tha e doirbh fhaicinn ciamar a rachadh aig riaghaltas sam 
bith air na prìsean aig na buidhnean mòra sin a chuingealachadh 
nas lugha na bheirte an t-seirbheis fo làn-smachd an riaghaltais, 
agus ‘s e fìor dhroch eachdraidh a th’ aig seirbheisean fo 
shealbh na stàite san rìoghachd seo. Cha shaoil mi gum biodh 

a dh’fheuchainn ri leithid de phoileasaidh a reic. Ged nach do 
làimhsich  luchd-stiùiridh aonaidhean luchd-obrach cùisean idir 
dòigheil ann an Inbhir Ghràinnse bho chionn ghoirid, chunnacas 
cho fìor dhaingeann ‘s a bha Ineos.  Le tionnsgalan ann  an 
dùthchannan air feadh an t-saoghail bha iad comasach agus 
làn-dheònach an t-ionad seo a dhùnadh mur a faigheadh iad na 
dh’iarr iad de chaomhnaidhean ann an cosgaisean luchd-obrach. 
Bheil seo uile a’ ciallachadh gum bheil sluagh na dùthcha gu 
bhith fo shàil chompanaidhean  mòra bho seo a-mach is gun 
dòigh aig riaghaltas neo eile air an cuid sannt a cheannsachadh?  
‘S dòcha gur e sin dìleab do-sheachanta calpachas!   

frequently and inevitably leads to acquisition of competitors, or 
to merging with them.  Either way the outcome is often one of 
market monopoly and even when there are several suppliers, as 
with the big six energy companies, consumers are helpless.

Perhaps this is the unavoidable outcome of any capitalist system 

corporations.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris 
Association
HAVING held its annual 
concert for many years in 
the Woodside Halls, the 
committee of the Lewis and 
Harris decided this year to 
move to Glasgow University 
Union and it must be fairly 

successful. 
Recently refurbished, the 

hall allowed for a happy 
ceilidh atmosphere, one 
which was ably assisted by 
chairman for the evening 
John MacLeod, President of 
An Comunn Gaidheadlach, 
who also gave a short address 
in which he emphasised his 
positive hopes for the Gaelic 
language.  

John’s wife Christine was 
presented with a memento of 
the occasion by young Mairi 
MacLeod whose parents have 
Ness/Lochs connections. 
Unfortunately Isobel Ann 
Martin was unwell and 
therefore unable to sing but 
the association had ready-
made substitutes in Joannie 
Morrison and Calum Angus 
MacDonald, both winners of 
their respective Traditional 
Gold Medals at the recent 
National Mod in Paisley. 

They joined the other 
programmed singers Sineag 
MacIntyre, James Graham 
and Iain MacKay to ensure the 
audience was treated to a feast 
of different Gaelic songs.  

The Lewis and Harris 
pipers this year were Ross 
MacKay, who plays with the 
Scottish Power Pipe Band, 
and Alasdair Paterson. As 
well as playing the pipes, 
Alasdair played selections on 
the keyboard and he skilfully 
provided accompaniment for 
the singers when required. 

During Celtic Connections 
2014 he will take part in the 
Final of the Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year playing 
the keyboard.  

As is customary at this 
annual gathering, the 
presentation of Cuach 
Comunn Leodhais agus na 
Hearadh Glaschu takes place 
and on this occasion the 
worthy recipient was Annie 
MacSween from Ness. 

Formerly a Gaelic teacher, 
Annie worked in many areas 
dealing with the promotion 
of the Gaelic language and 
has been for many years at 
the forefront of the successful 
community work in her native 
district where she is still 
heavily involved in Comunn 
Eachdraidh Nis (Ness 
Historical Society) which 
moved into its new premises 
in Cross School in 2011.  

Guest chairman John 
MacLeod gave an interesting 
talk at the annual dinner in 
the Glasgow Pond Hotel the 
previous evening with Charles 
Renwick, president of the 
Jura Association, replying 
to the toast to the kindred 
associations, a toast eloquently 
delivered by Donald MacInnes 
whose family came from 
Scarp and who was, prior 
to retirement, Gaelic’s 
representative in Brussels. 

Ross MacKay was also the 
piper at the dinner where 
the ceilidh was sustained by 
Mary MacLean and Kenneth 
Nicolson. 

An extra pleasing feature 
of the Lewis and Harris 
celebrations was the 
exceptional success of the 
dance with young band Ceol 
an Aire, from Oban, a major 
hit with the dancers.  

Post Mod Ceilidh
WITH the competitive nature 
of the Royal National Mod 
well in the past, the three 
Glasgow Gaelic choirs held 
their traditional Post-mod 
ceilidh in the Crawford Hall in 
Partick, appropriately, in this 
their year of triumph, hosted 
by Govan Gaelic Choir.  

Glasgow competitors had 
much success in Paisley and 
compere for the evening, 
Calum Angus MacDonald, 
president of the host choir, 

was spoilt for choice of singers 
to sustain the ceilidh. 

In what was a particularly 
enjoyable and happy event the 
singers were Janet Campbell,  
Donald Iain Brown, Ruaridh 
MacIntyre, Sheena Walker, 
Joannie Morrison, Kirsteen 
Grant, Fiona Ross and 
the winners of both the 
Traditional Medal for men and 
the Men’s Gold Medal, Calum 
Angus and Robert Robertson 
respectively.  

Stars of the show, though, 
were youngsters Andrew and 
Maria Monk who delighted 
everyone with their relating of 

places in Paisley and which 
featured in the BBC Alba Mod 
programmes.  

A frequent item performed 
by members of the Govan 
Choir has, for some years, 
been the song ‘The Govan 
were Last’ but this was 
updated and Kirsteen Grant 
sang her version ‘The Govan 

and amusement of everyone,  
particularly the ‘Govanites’. 

Tiree Association
WITH the same format 
as recent years, the Tiree 
Association will hold its 
annual concert on Thursday 
November 14 in Partick 
Burgh Hall at 7.30pm with 
the dance taking place the 
following evening in Glasgow 
University Union.  

The concert will be chaired 
by Johann Lamont and will 
feature pipers Donald and 
John Campbell, accordionist 
Eilidh McFadyen and 
singers Joy Dunlop, Norman 
MacKinnon and Robert 
Robertson as well as Dunmore 
Ceilidh Band. Skipinnish will 
be playing at the dance which 
starts at 9pm. 

Christmas sale
The annual sale and coffee 
morning organised by the 
Guild at St Columba’s Church, 
St Vincent Street, will take 
place on Saturday November 
16 from 11am-1pm with all the 
usual stalls. Cost £2.

Diary dates
Friday November 8:  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm. Tolbooth, 
Stirling - Roddy Hart and 
Lonesome Fire.
Saturday November 9:  
Glasgow Skye Association 
Children’s Post Mod Ceilidh, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
7.30pm.  Tolbooth, Stirling, 
Mr McFall’s Chamber. 
Elderslie Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Sunday November 10: Aly 
Bain, Moller and Bruce 
Molsky, Oran Mor.
Tuesday November 12: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 
72, Waterloo Street, 8pm -  
Showcase. Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm - Arled Andersen Trio.
Wednesday November 
13: Perth Concert  Hall, 
Capercaille, 7.30pm.
Thursday November 14:  
Tiree Association Gathering 
Concert - see above
Friday November 15:
Tiree Association Dance 
- see above. Uist and Barra 
Association Annual Dinner 
Dance, Glynhill Hotel, 
Renfrew,  7.30pm-12.30am.  
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm 
- Breabach.
Saturday November 16: St 
Columba’s Guild sale and 
coffee morning - see above

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be provided 
by Crooked Reel on Friday 
and Ragaels on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar it will 
be Trail West on Friday, 
Eriskay Lilt on Saturday and 
on Sunday there will be a day 
of accordion music from 2pm 
onwards.  A further addition 
is that in the Park Bar this 
evening (Thursday) there will 
be a piping competition. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Reader Johnn MacFarlane submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows Taynuilt members of the Argylls ready for the 
8th Army in North Africa. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing 

prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Taynuilt men ready for 8th Army in North Africa

Come clean
on CHORD
Sir,
I’m afraid I lost all interest in 
CHORD soon after the idea was 
broached.  

It may be a good idea but 
unfortunately it seems not to 
have come any further than the 
idea stage.

All the hyperbole, talk of arcs, 
hubs, de-trunking - the mind 
boggles at the possibilities in that 
word - and shovel ready public 
works serve only to convince 
me that the council was wise 
to forbid (discourage) Linda 
Houston from expanding on the 
proposals [through the columns 
of The Oban Times].

Perhaps because she might 
have been obliged to say ‘sorry 
folks we’re still at the proposal 
stage’.

I may be wrong but I think 
secrets should be kept only when 
the whole truth could cause 
national panic.  

An asteroid, a threat of attack 
from the Outer Hebrides? 

That would be good reason not 
to tell The Oban Times about 
the anti-submarine boom across 
Oban Bay - well-disguised as a 

With respect, I suggest the 
CHORD committee tell us in 
plain English how far they are 
forward. 

Manufactured press releases 
belong in the West Wing!
George Doyle, 41 Ellenabeich, 
Easdale, Oban.

Start working 
together to realise 
potential
Sir,
It is sad to see a once proud local 
authority so heavily condemned 
by such an august body as the 
Accounts Commission.

As The Oban Times said last 
week, this must be a loud wake 
up call to the councillors and 

Bute folk.
There have been many 

disgraceful decisions taken, be it 
school closures, Gaelic priority 
road signs when most road users, 

language is English
Little or no fresh thinking ever 

emerges from Lochgilphead. 
The straight jacket of a long 

outdated socialistic ethos seems 
still to be paramount in all 
thinking. 

Colin C Maclean, 61 Hillpark 
Avenue, Edinburgh.

Ten reasons             
to reject    
Lochaber BID
Sir,
As the campaign for a NO vote 
on the Lochaber BID (Business 
Improvement District) has not 
had access to more than £40,000 

of public money to promote its 
campaign I would like to give 10 
reasons to vote against.

1 Most businesses in Lochaber 
have not been consulted on the 
content of the Lochaber BID 
business plan.

2 The BID Business Plan 
is neither focussed nor 
measurable.

3 Ask yourself the question: 
‘Would my bank manager give 
me £1.8 million based on the 
Lochaber BID Business plan?’.

4 Five of the eleven members 
of the BID Steering Group are 
not legally liable  to pay the BID 
levy.

5 The 12 directors of the new 
BID company are not known 
and will not be known until after 
the vote to approve the BID.

6 The, as yet unknown, 
directors can change the business 
plan after the new company is 
formed with no reference to the 
900 members of the company.

7 Out of the annual levy of 
£360,000, £140,000 will be 
spent on salaries, administration 
and Chamber of Commerce 
fees leaving only £220,000 for 
projects.

8 The Steering Group have 
overspent the £40,000 they 
were given to develop and 
communicate the BID business 

their managing £1.8 million?
9 If the BID is approved, 

Highland Council will pay over 
£60,000 of your money on their 

years. Is this the best use of tax 
payers money?

10 You will be legally required 
to pay the BID levy even if 
you vote NO and the BID is 
approved.

I look forward to the Lochaber 
BID Steering group challenging 
any of the above points and 
would welcome a public debate 
with any or all of the steering 
group.
Stewart Maclean, Highland 
Portfolio Limited, Fort 
William.

‘Yes’ vote an 
investment in     
the future
Sir,
Businesses have started voting 
on a Business Improvement 
District (BID) for Lochaber that 
will bring almost £2m of funding 
into the area.

Around 1,000 businesses have 

decide on whether they want to 
establish the BID, a partnership 
between the private and public 
sectors designed to improve a 
local area in line with business 
need. If approved, the Lochaber 
BID will be the largest in the 
UK.

Businesses which have 
a rateable value of at least 
£2,000 will be able to vote on 
the BID which, over a period 

through a levy, to deliver key 
projects. With match funding 

more than double.   

The business plan, which has 
been available for businesses to 
view online since October 17, 
sets the agenda for the delivery of 
key marketing and infrastructure 
projects across Lochaber over 

Voting papers, along with the 
BID Business Plan, have been 
posted out to every eligible 
business in the area and the 
vote will stay open until 5pm on 
Wednesday, December 12.

This is a real opportunity 
for local businesses to help 
themselves and raise a dedicated 
source of funding, which will 
be channelled into projects that 
support business growth and 
survival.

It is likely that funding that has 
been made available to Lochaber 
businesses in the past will be 
reduced.  

Creating a BID will empower 
local companies, allowing them 
to direct funding to initiatives 

to their business, while also 
supplying services over and 
above those delivered by the 
council.

If the BID is successfully voted 

exciting time to run a business in 
Lochaber.  

Having a BID will represent 
an investment in all of our 
futures, and will create a better 
environment in which local 
companies can thrive.
Frazer Coupland, chairman, 
Living Lochaber.

Congratulations   
to Argyll and Bute 
Mod winners
Sir,
I would like to congratulate the 
winning competitors of the 2013 
Mod who were representing 
Argyll and Bute. 

There was an incredible 

amount of places won by 
competitors from throughout 
the constituency. The Mod is a 
great way to spread the national 
language, to celebrate our 
culture and heritage. 

I applaud all those who have 
participated and who give 
their time teaching the young 
competitors of the future.
Michael Russell MSP. 

Oban Railway 
Station barrier 
concern
Sir,
The barrier that has been put in 
place at Oban Railway Station is 
causing concern with business 
owners located within that area. 

Some of the points that have 
been raised from the local 

decline in trade since the barrier 
has been put in place.

To my knowledge no planing 
permission was applied for, also 
the barrier is a good 200 yards 
from the main car park. 

The charge is £3 for parking 
after 10 minutes to eight hours 
plus. 

I’ve also learned that the 
carpark holds 38 parking spaces 
and once the 38 spaces are full 
the barrier stops letting more 
vehicles in. 

As you can understand local 
tradesmen - plumbers, joiners, 
electricians - that use the CalMac 
ferries to travel to work leave 
their vehicles in the carpark all 
day resulting in the barrier not 
working when the carpark is at 
full capacity. 

been trading from this position 
for 95 years has seen a decline in 
trade from some of his customers 

his business without a car.
Sean MacIntyre, Oban 
Community Council.

Will the public really decide?
as the preferred option for the new Oban High School.

The local authority highlighted this preferred option of the 
current site, alongside land behind the Tweed Mill, Dalintart 
and Glencruitten, ahead of four others on a shortlist of sites in a 
report to councillors last week.

The report has been welcomed by both councillors and the Oban 

But in the interests of accountability the council has put the 
suggestions out to consultation to allow parents to comment 
on the recommendation and the other sites, which have been 
deemed less suitable by the authority: Glen Shellach near Argyll 
College, the existing school and land behind the Tweed Mill, 
Dalintart and Glencruitten and land near Park Primary School 
and Pennyfuir Cemetery.

The council should not be criticised for being open and trans-
parent on this issue but what happens if the answer they get from 
parents is not the answer they want?

Across
1 Park place? (6)
4 Online or on water (6)
9 Picked up (7)
10 Assail (5)
11 Score (5)
12 Sluggishness (7)
13 Analytical (11)
18 A shorter stud pin (7)
20 Doctor, not a good one (5)
22 Money in the bank! (5)
23 Picture to add on a computer (4,3)
24 Scope (6)
25 Shellfish (6)

Down
1 Source of lead... (6)
2 ...to change, chemically (5)
3 Report (7)
5 City living (5)
6 A pipe (7)
7 Turning club? (6)
8 Teenage years (11)
14 Matching tops (7)
15 Seeking information (7)
16 Abrasion (6)
17 Moves on wheels (6)
19 Pretense (3-2)
21 Change (5)
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Bun-Sgoil Shleite (Sleat Primary School) on Skye celebrated Hallowe’en with a party in the school hall last Thursday. 

Children from Appin and Duror had fun dressing up and playing at the Croileagan na h-Apainn 
Hallowe’en party in Appin Village Hall. The Gaelic playgroup is usually held at Kinlochlaich Garden 

Centre in Appin. 15_t45appinplay01

ZOMBIES, crocodiles, 
skeletons - and a fridge - were 
some of the horrors haunting 
Connel Village Hall last 
Thursday. 

Egged on by the scary 
weather, the Hallowe’en party 
arranged by Connel Children’s 

Fort William RC Primary School kids dressed up in green for 
Hallowe’en to help raise funds for two flagpoles to be erected 
in the playground for their Eco-schools green flags. Games in 

the hall included ‘Spooky Revenge’ and ‘Squash the Pumpkin’. 
20_f45hallow01

Fort William Primary pupils enjoyed a spooky party to celebrate Hallowe’en. The youngsters also 
got a glimpse of their futures thanks to a mystery fortune teller in the school hall.

10_f45halloween01

Lochyside RC Primary School got into the spooky spirit last Thursday when pupils dressed up for 
their Hallowe’en parade, along with school staff and nuns Sister Diane and Sister June, who judged 
the competition. Front, left to right, ‘guisers’ Sister Diane, head teacher Violet Smith, dining room 
assistant Katherine-Ann Munro, Sister June and P3/4 teacher Kathryn Hannay line up for The Oban 

Times. 20_f45lochy01

Inverlochy nursery kids enjoyed their Hallowe’en party last Thursday. Pirate Pauline Disher helped 
ensure the children had a great time. 20_f45inver01

The Hulk, Spiderman, Superman and witches were among those turning up for the P1 afternoon 
Hallowe’en party at Banavie Primary School last Thursday. 20_f45ban01

Caitlin Lamont won high 
school kids’ best outfit with 

her zombie bride costume at 
Glenelg’s Hallowe’een party in 
the village hall on Friday night.

A great night was had by 
all with dooking for apples, 

treacle scone and lolly in the 
flour. Other spooky attractions 

included a witches’ grotto 
where the children were served 

clootie dumpling and slime 
custard. The night finished off 

with a fireworks’ display. 
Glenelg Gala Committee 

organised the event for local 
children.

Youngsters at Oban’s 1st Steps Nursery had a spooky afternoon last Friday as they dressed up for the annual Hallowe’en party.
Witches, pirates and Frankenstein were joined by a host of superheroes to dunk for sweets in flour, jelly and custard as well as 

enjoying plenty of party games. 16_t45steps01

These youngsters enjoyed dooking for apples in Tobermory’s 
Aros Hall last Saturday night. 

Youngsters in Salen on Mull enjoyed their annual fancy dress 
party organised by the local branch of the Scottish Women’s 

Rural Institute. See Mull Lines for full results. 

Hallowe’en fun and games

A bright yellow Minion was one of the more original entries to 
the carved pumpkin competition at Connel’s Hallowe’en party. 

15_t45connelp4

Three-and-a-half-year-old crocodile Breagh and little sister Iona 
MacLean, a one-and-a-half-year-old monster, flank clockwork 

doll, eight-year-old Eva Joss. 15_t45connelp2

Double trouble: Four-year-old twins Lucas, left, and Zara McLeod 
show off their costumes with grandparents Standa Jansa, left, 
and Iva Jansova, who were visiting their family from the Czech 

Republic. 15_t45connelp1

Brains! These three brothers were a heart stopping sight, with 
zombie Angus Scott, 11, scary skeleton Fraser, 5, and... fridge, 
Murray, 9, one of the most original set of costumes on show. 

15_t45connelp3

Christmas Party group was a 
parade of all things terrifying, 
with prizes offered for the best 
costumes and pumpkins. It 
made for a ghastly night - and 
set the mood nicely for a night 
of guising to the tune of a 
thundery storm.

Colourful Connel guisers 
gather at village hall

Little Amelia shone as 
a unicorn at Tobermory 

Croileagan’s Hallowe’en party. 

Dennis Hardley
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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The ideal gift
for Christmas



family or friends the same rule applies 
– restaurants book up rapidly in the run 
up to Christmas so be sure to reserve 
your table to avoid disappointment.

Getting to and from any events you’re 
attending is also something you’ll 

need to consider. Book taxis in 
advance to make sure you’re not 
left standing is a must. 

IT IS never too early to book vital services 
you’ll need for the festive period. With 
Christmas only 48 days away, now is the 

time to get your preparations in order.

Whether you’re staying at home for the big 
day or heading off to be near family and 
friends or just for a break, you should 
start booking everything you’ll 
need as soon as possible.

If you want to look your best 
over Christmas and New Year book 
your hairdresser appointment now – slots 
fill up really quickly throughout November 
and December.

Equally, if you want to get your nails or 
other beauty treatment done in time for 
the festivities book your appointment as 
soon as possible.

If you’re heading out for a meal with 

Book now for
Christmas
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Of course you might fancy travelling in a 
bit more style – you could book transport 
such as a limo or a hummer as a festive treat. 
Be sure to stock up on champagne for the 
journey too.

If you have children and want to head out 
over the festive period book a babysitter 
now – demand is at its peak over Christmas 
and New Year.

If you’re not staying at home for the 
festivities be sure and book any transport 
and accommodation you’ll require, 
including ferries and trains – especially if 
you want a reserved seat. If you’re driving 
a long distance to be with loved ones you 
might want to consider booking your car 
into the garage for a winter check-up.

Don’t forget about your pets either, if you 
are not taking them with you be sure to 
book them into kennels or arrange a pet 

sitter.

Of course if you’re staying at home and 
preparing a festive feast for the family you’ll 

need to remember to get your turkey 
order into the butcher soon. 

Remember to inform any other 
small producers of your orders for 

things like chutneys or cakes as soon as 
possible too.

The famous George Christmas Lights will 
be up by the end of November.

We are open every day, all year, excluding Christmas Day.

Food is served all day from 12 - 9pm. Live music every Friday and Saturday.

GREAT VALUE ACCOMMODATION, JACUZZIS, 
ROLL TOPS, OPEN FIRES IN ROOMS

Why not have a few days away before Christmas
Book your accommodation now - relax & enjoy

For more information contact
The George Hotel 

Tel: 01499 302111 or email 
info@thegeorgehotel.co.uk
www.thegeorgehotel.co.uk

Christmas Party Nights 
6 / 7 Dec, 13/ 14 Dec and 

20/21 Dec. 

Winter deals available 
check online for details

Transport available
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Performers at last week’s Netherlorn Piping Society recital, from left: Stuart Campbell, Bronwen 
Davies, Ally MacLean, Angus MacColl, Kate MacPherson and James Divers 15_t45piping01

-

-

-

-

Above left: The Blues Broth-
ers, AKA Elwood and Jake, AKA 
Ross Stewart and Findlay Clark 

who had everyone up and 
dancing at Easdale Rocks on 

Saturday night.

Above right: Alasdair Rob-
ertson, keyboards and Sandy 
Smart, bass, of Mudslide who 

played at Easdale Rocks on 
Saturday night. The Antics and 

Lush Puppies were the other 
bands taking part.

Left: Matthew Ramsay of the 
Fishermen’s Mission asked 

everyone to raise their glasses 
in memory of Scot.

Angus makes solo debut

Easdale rocks in 
memory of ‘dear friend’ 
Scot MacAlister

-

- -

Accordionist Neil Sinclair calls the tune as sponsors of this year’s Oban Family Hogmanay Party met 
at Oban Community Fire Station. Firefighters, from left, Colin Campbell, station commander Martin 

Hill and Ian MacInnes are joined by Kerrie MacPhail of Kerrie’s Tyres and Walker Owens of Oban 
Express. 16_t45hogmanay01

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

Judges Paul Sloan, Ashley Lockhart and Gordon McNab with the winners from Saturday’s competition; with instruments is the Oban High School Traditional Band and 
second from the right is Amy Leigh Boyce. 15_t45opknocks2

Talented acts will now perform at Hogmanay

Models stepped out in line last weekend in aid of Oban’s Air Cadets as the town’s M&Co clothes and 
home store hosted a fashion show. Money raised will go towards training equipment for the cadets.
More than 100 people attended the event, which the store supplied the clothes for. Sales assistant 
Vikki Robertson said: ‘It was a very good night, the kids loved it.’ The squadron meets in the Cadet 

Hall on Wednesday nights from 7pm.
Carley Mackay with her 14-month-old sister Chloe Black. Photo by Kevin McGlynn.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THURSDAY – November 7
8.20am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Orchy walk, meet Fort William Woollen Mill, 
Ballachulish tourist info at 8.45am or Oban’s Longsdale car park at 9.15am.
10am, LORN market, Kintaline Farm, Benderloch.
6pm, Kartina Zembla exhibition opening, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
7.30pm, Echoes of the Mod, Skipinnish, Oban.
8pm, Ben Rivers Two Years at Sea, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY – November 8
Kartina Zembla/Picture Land exhibition opens, An Tobar, Tobermory.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY – November 9
10am, Produce market, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
11am, Christmas Fayre, Congregational Church, Oban.
11am, RNLI Christmas sale, Pennyghael Hall, Mull.
12pm, Soup lunch, Oban Pipe Band Hall, Shore Street, Oban.
2pm, Vintage tea party, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
7.30pm, Erik Bloomer talk, Skipinnish, Oban.
7.30pm, Family whist drive, Salen Church, Mull.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY – November 10
7.40am, Ramblers Scotland Glenfinnan walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park, 
North Ballachulish PS at 8.30am or Fort William Woollen Mill at 9am.
10am, WWII memorial plaque dedication, Appin Church.
10.15am, Royal British Legion Scotland parade, starts from Corran Halls.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY – November 11
7.30pm, Royal British Legion Scotland meeting, Royal Hotel, Oban.

TUESDAY – November 12
7pm, Badminton club, Atlantis Leisure, Oban.
7.15pm, Scottish Country Dancing, Baptist Church Hall, Oban.
7.30pm, Mull Community Council, Craignure Village Hall, Mull.

WEDNESDAY – November 13
11am, Introduction to Archives, Lochaber Archive Centre, West Highland College, Fort 
William.
7pm, Cinema AGM, Oban Phoenix Cinema.
8pm Inveraray Accordion & Fiddle Club, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.
9pm, Pub quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THURSDAY – November 14
9.30am, Maximising your tender score, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.
10.15am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Orchy walk, meet Fort William Woollen Mill at 9am, 
Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 9.20am or Glencoe Village car park at 9.30am.
1pm, Value add and innovation, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
8pm, Oban Music Club, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY – November 15
Christmas shopping trip to Stirling, organised by Salen and Ulva Parish Church, Mull.
7pm, Kenneth Steven, Oban Library.
8pm, Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY – November 16
10am, Charities Christmas card sale, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
10.15am, Ramblers Scotland Acharacle walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 
8am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.45am or Corran Ferry slipway for 9.15am sailing.
11am, Craft Sale, Great Western Hotel, Oban.
7.30pm, Lifeboat, Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull.
7.30pm Ceilidh Dance, Mingarry Hall.
8pm, Allan Taylor, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
9pm, Mel and Friends, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

IN A rip roaring opening night 
the four-day Skye Swing Jazz 
Festival in Sleat’s Gaelic col-
lege Sabhal Mòr Ostaig began 
with some of the UK’s best 
young Jazz musicians hosted 
by renowned trombonist Rick 
Taylor.

In a venue bedecked with 
Hallowe’en decorations, 
Jambone, the Sage Gateshead’s 
10-piece youth ensemble, got 
last Thursday night off to a 
lively start with pieces from 
the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s with a 
highlight being the premiere of 
a composition written especially 
for the occasion by Rick Taylor. 

In the second half the audience 
was treated to a phenomenal and 
all too short set, by Young Scot-
tish Jazz Musician of the Year, 
percussionist Corrie Dick, and 
his trio, featuring award win-
ning trumpeter Laura Jurd. 

Looney Tunes
The Stu Brown Sextet enter-

tained on Friday night when 
the audience was treated to the 
wonderful tunes of American 
composer and band leader Ray-
mond Scott. Known to millions 
as the music of more than 120 
classic Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig, 
Daffy Duck and other Warner 
Bros Looney Tunes and Merrie 
Melodies animated shorts, Scott 

music took the radio audience 

of America by storm in the late 
’30s. 

Stu Brown (drums), Mario 
Caribe (double bass), Tom 
Gibbs (piano), Brian Molley 
(saxophone), Martin Kershaw 
(clarinet) and Tom McNiven 
(trumpet) more than achieved 
Scott’s demands for superb 
dexterity to delight the crowd 
with something quite out of the 
ordinary and exceptionally well 
played. 

After weeks of planning and 
preparation, Broadford Hall was 
transformed on Saturday night 
to become the home for a 1940’s 
Big Band Dance. 

Big band
Going through an entrance of 

-
ting, stepping into the hall was 
a leap back in time with mirror 
balls, bunting and a 16-piece 
Big Band on the stage made 

jazz musicians and led by the 
indomitable Rick Taylor. 

After six weeks of jive lessons 
in the build up to the night, led 
by Lorayne McLucas of Skye 

packed and at times, with an 
array of great costumes and 
wonderful hairstyles, travel in 
time didn’t seem to be such an 
impossibility. 

The Bevvy Sisters, with the 
harmonies of the Andrews 

Sisters added an extra special 
bit of magic to the night along 
with local singers Craig Steele 
and,taking a break from the 

A time to wind down and recover 
came on Sunday with a lunch 
where diners were serenaded by 
Skye musicians Esme Wallace 
on keyboard and Craig Steele 
crooning melodies from the ’,0s 
and ’40s.

Quartet
Then against the backdrop 

of Broadford Bay and the 
snowcapped mountains beyond, 
Brian Molley introduced his 
quartet, made up of Molley on 
Saxophone, Mario Caribe on 
double bass, Tom Gibbs on pi-
ano, and Stu Brown on drums. 

Performing pieces from their 
new album launched earlier in 
the week it was a great way to 
bring a phenomenal festival to 
a close. 

After the resounding success 
of the inaugural weekend, 
Skye’s second Swing Jazz 
Festival is already in the diary, 
this time with a hint of the Pro-
hibition era, gangsters’ molls 
and speakeasys. Keep an eye on 
www.seall.co.uk for details. 

The Skye Swing Jazz Festival 
is the brainchild of Pam Al-
lan and Rick Taylor of FOTS 
Records in partnership with 
SEALL (Skye Events for All). 

Craig Steele and Lorayne McLucas with the Rick Taylor Big Band.

Local Sleat girls Eilidh Gillies and Mairead Hamilton came with period hairstyles for the Skye Swing 
Jazz Festival.

Skye gets into the 
swing of things 
at Jazz Festival

INVERARAY and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club 
got its new season off to a 

audience and members, with 
chairman Niall Iain MacLean 
presiding over an enjoyable 
night.

Resident band Fyne Folk 
opened proceedings with an 
entertaining set, supported 
by a host of local musicians, 
before the Addie Harper Trio 
from Wick took to the stage 
for a lively and enjoyable set.

MacAllister to join them for 
some Shetland reels - sending 
the audience wild.

Next week the club 
welcomes back the Nicky 
McMichan Trio from Loch-
maben.

Fun and frolics at Inveraray 

The Addie Harper Trio: from left, drummer Alan Crawford, Addie and his mother Isobel, who plays 
keyboard.

Andy and Catherine Bloy, pictured with Rudolph, were helping people get into the Christmas spirit 
on Saturday with their Calgary Crafts stall Hand Crafted Fayre in the Corran Halls.

Hosted by Dawn Randle, the event helped to raise money for Oban Toy Cupboard as well as 
showcase the work of local producers.  15_t45crafty1

Local producers’ work 
showcased at crafters fayre

A Holly Tea helped to raise nearly £900 for Oban’s MS Centre on Saturday, with supporters crowding 
in to the Glencruitten Church Centre to try the tasty treats on offer.

From left, MS Centre manager Sandra Owens, helped by volunteers Liz Mackenzie, Cathleen Ward 
and Janice Alcorn, a centre founder, serving tea and cakes to sisters Molly, 3,  and Abbi MacKenzie, 

5, with cousin Aimee Didcock, 6.  15_t45holly1 

Holly Tea raises funds 
for Oban MS Centre

MORE than 100 people crowd-
ed in to St John’s Cathedral in 
Oban on Sunday afternoon for 
an enthralling concert by the 
Tim Kliphuis Trio.

joined by Nigel Clark of Hue 
and Cry fame on guitar and 
Roy Percy on double-bass, the 
group arrived in Oban having 
just received the International 
Jazz Award by the Scottish 

Jazz Federation - and it 
showed. 

The innovative improvisa-
tory abilities of the musicians 
had everyone spellbound as 
they were treated to variations 
on works from Vivaldi to Brit-
ten, with a little Grapelli and 
Piazzolla thrown in. 

-
terwoven with traditional jazz 
styles applied to well-known 

classical works such as parts 
of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and 
Pachelbel’s Cannon - gave a 
new twist to these well-loved 
repertory works. 

And it wasn’t just the music 
which enthralled. Each of the 
players demonstrated fantastic 

that would leave any musician, 
whether classical, jazz or folk, 
in awe. 

Tim Kliphuis, Roy Percy and Nigel Clark put on a stunning performance at St John’s Cathedral on 
Sunday. 07_t45concert1

Tim Kliphuis 
Trio delight at St 
John’s Cathedral
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• Thor  2: The Dark World (12A)
Marvel’s “Thor: The Dark World” 
continues the big screen adventures of 
Thor, as he battles to save Earth and 
all of the Nine Realms from a shadowy 
enemy that predates the universe 
itself. Set in the aftermath of Marvel’s 
“Avengers” Thor fights to restore order 
across the cosmos…but an ancient race 
led by the vengeful Malekith returns to 
plunge the universe back into darkness. 
Faced with an enemy that even Odin 
and Asgard cannot withstand, Thor 
must embark on his most perilous and 
personal journey yet, one that will 

reunite him with Jane Foster and force 
him to sacrifice everything to save us all. 
This is another must see for any Marvel 
Comic fan.

• Blue Jasmine (12A)
Screen 2
Jasmine French used to be on the top of 
the heap as a New York socialite, but now 
is returning to her estranged sister in 
San Francisco utterly ruined. As Jasmine 
struggles with her haunting memories of 
a privileged past bearing dark realities 
she ignored, she tries to recover in her 
present. Unfortunately, it all proves a 
losing battle as Jasmine’s narcissistic 

hang-ups and their consequences begin 
to overwhelm her. In doing so, her old 
pretensions and new deceits begin to 
foul up everyone’s lives, especially her 
own.

• One Chance (12A)
From the director of The Devil Wears 
Prada and The Weinstein Company 
comes One Chance starring BAFTA and 
Tony award winning comedy actor James 
Corden as Britain’s Got Talent winner 
Paul Potts. A life-affirming, British film 
is about a shy, small town Welsh boy 
who, with a flip of the coin, changed his 
life forever.
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COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Oban Shop Mobility

Craft 
Sale

November 16th, 
11-3pm

Great Western 
Hotel

OBAN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 9th November

11am -4 pm
Tea, Coffee, Sales Stalls 
including Christmas Gifts, 
Crafts, Baking and much 

more
Visit by Santa

All proceeds to church funds.

Soup Lunch
In aid of

OBAN PIPE BAND
Oban Pipe Band Hall

Shore Street
Saturday 9th November

12 noon – 2.00pm
Admission: £3.00

Ireland’s No 1 
Showband

THE INDIANS
Appearing Live In BA 

Club, Fort William
On Fri 22nd Nov

Doors Open 8.30pm  
Admission £12
Tickets On Sale
From Club or 

Tel 01463 221268

SECRETS from the abyss were lit up in spectacular colour 
on Saturday as Dunbeg’s Ocean Explorer Centre hosted a 
fascinating family fun day.

Focusing on creatures who create their own light, such as 

can be some of the most awe-inspiring places on earth.

interesting specimen jars containing beasts from the deep-
est recesses of the sea.

Saturday.

-

age groups from under eight years and upwards.
day.’

It’s all smiles for the intermediate and premier trophy winners in Glengarry Community Hall.

Five-year-old Mia Campbell, Oban, gets to grips with an anglerfish and some spidercrabs. Talking her through the 
collection is Natalie Hicks from the Scottish Association for Marine Science, and Lauren Ault, from the Ocean Explorer 

Centre. 15_t45sams1

POET and writer Kenneth 

this month to read poetry from 

A song Among the Stone.

Free poetry 
event in Oban

PEOPLE in the Highlands 
and islands are being 

Christmas jumpers in a bid 

On Friday December 

hold its annual Christ-

mas Jumper Day when 

the world better with a 
sweater’ and wear their 
woollies in exchange for a 

Children’s head of Scot-

-

we’re the best country in 

Christmas Jumper Day.
‘We’re encouraging 

people to dig out their 
traditional Christmas 
jumpers, decorate one or 

the day. We hope lots of 
people in the Highlands 

again this year.’

Look out your woollies for 
charity’s Christmas Jumper Day 

A NOVEL set in Oban and 
written by a Connel author 
has been shortlisted as one 

Warner, has been added to 

by author and literary critic 

journey Scottish writing 

years.

-

boyfriend dead. The story 

starring Samantha Morton.

-

to the nationwide celebra-

writing.
Mr Kelly wanted the list 

some hidden gems of Scot-
tish literature.

to colleagues at Scottish 
-

ance in compiling this list, 

idiosyncratic, the famous 
and the unjustly forgotten 
and which will hopefully 

Morvern Callar 
shortlisted for 
prestigious 
Scottish award

NATIONAL Geographic’s 

part of a fundraiser for the 
RNLI.

The American profes-
sional white-water paddler 

-
gating Ellesmere Island, 

This year he completed a 

During his most recent 
expedition, he was joined 
by three companions in 

-
scended into a glacier-fed 

on traditional Inuit-style 

tidal rapids, portages, 
snowstorms and polar 
bears.

Goegre Street, on Saturday, 

Explorer of the 
Year to present 
talk in Oban

A FREE GILLIAN KYLE TUNNOCK’S 
CARAMEL WAFER APRON WORTH

£24.30*

Please note: Gift is sent to the person paying for the order

Call subscriptions on 01631 568 000
Quote SF012

Gillian Kyle creates beautiful, high quality gifts, accessories and things for your home that 
proudly celebrate all that makes Scotland Scottish! All produced by skilled craftspeople 

and small businesses throughout Scotland & the UK. 
Our organic cotton ‘Caramel Wafer Wrapper’ apron is a colourful salute to the iconic foil wrapper 

of the world famous Scottish biscuit. Tunnock’s describe it as the “national treat” and 
we couldn’t agree more! 

www.gilliankyle.com

Only
£9.99
per quarter

Terms & Cond i t i ons:  Cance l l a t i on cha rges app l y  and no re f unds can be g i ven.   Fo r  UK based 
c u s to m e r s  o n l y.   T h i s  o f f e r  i s  o p e n  to  n ew s u b s c r i b e r s  o n l y  a n d  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  to  t h o s e 
renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one year only — cancellations are not possible during this period.  Whilst 
stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd to share your details with Gillian Kyle and for them 

AND RECEIVE

SUBSCRIBE TO

The Ideal 
Christmas Gift

Ocean Explorer 
Centre hosts 
family fun day

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Argyll Hotel, 
Inveraray

Wednesday 13th 
November at 8.00pm

Guest Artistes
From Lochmaben

Nicky McMichan Trio
Supporting players

most welcome

Comunn Gàidhealach
an Òban

ECHOES OF THE
MOD CEILIDH
Mod Prizewinners
Skipinnish Ceilidh 

House
Saturday 9 November 

at 7.30pm

Local Origins Rural Network
COMMUNITY 

PRODUCERS MARKET
Thurs. 7th November

Kintaline Farm,
Benderloch

10 am to 2 pm
winter early closing!

LOTS TO BUY, EAT & SEE
Support local this 

Christmas
01631 720223

facebook.com/lornargyll
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COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

Phone: 01397 703986
Mob: 07428 702128

Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com
19 rowan drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
FORT WILLIAM

Operating in Highlands area including Small Isles
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING

Complete design. 

Bathroom Suites, Shower Suites, Wetwall 
and Tiling, Hot and Cold Water Services, 
Replacement Cylinders, Unvented Hot 
Water Cylinders, Showers, Drainage, 

Gutter & Down Pipes Lead Works.

CENTRAL HEATING
Supply and install, repair. Oil Fired Boilers, 

Solid Fuel, Wood Burning Stoves. 
Ground Source Heat Pumps, Solar 

Panels, Electric Boilers, Central Heating 
Electrics, Radiator Replacements, Oil 

Tanks, Boiler Servicing, Boiler Breakdowns.

24 hour call out - Quick response
Nic Eic approved. 

Highly recommended
Free estimates

Follow on Facebook

T: 01397 708844 M: 07901 710740
Unit 4 Sheraton Retail Park, Fort William
Email: classichome@tiscali.co.uk

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • UPVC Double Glazing & Doors
• Ceramic Tiles • Plumbing & Heating

ALL SUPPLIED, INSTALLED & FULLY GUARANTEED

Classic Home
Improvements
SHOWROOM

Green Homes Cashback Scheme
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ence, but being able to keep your 
home warm all day in darkest 
January while the storms rage 
outside without worrying about 
the bill is a luxury you’ll not tire of 
enjoying.
Furthermore solar panels and 

small wind turbines can help you 
reduce your electricity bill. Both 
can generate electricity, but solar 
panels can also be used to heat 
water, reducing your reliance on 
the grid to fill a warm bath.
There are several other options 

too. Biomass boilers are a mod-
ern take on burning logs in the 
fireplace. The technology isn’t 
significantly advanced, but its sim-
plicity is its biggest asset. Throw 
a couple of logs in or woodchips 
- not to mention peat or other 

combustibles - and the system 
will pump hot air throughout your 
house for hours, all while keeping 
you away from the ever-increasing 
price of oil.
While these systems sometimes 

cost some money to install, they 
provide massive savings long-term 
- something that appeals more 
and more while the big energy 
companies continue to impose 
hefty annual price increases.  
Put simply, that means more 

money in your pocket to redeco-
rate, buy a new car, go on holiday 
or invest in even more technology 
to take you off the grid.  
It is very appealing, but late 

adopters should beware as the 
government incentives won’t be 
there forever.
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A
FTER much waiting, it 
has finally arrived. The 
clocks have gone back, 
the darker nights are 

here and we’ve already had our 
first frost.  
While the west coast’s sunsets 

are worthy of a special trip out-
doors, we’ll be spending much 
more time inside until the first 
spring chickens start to hatch - so 
what better time to give it a fresh, 
new look?
It can be a daunting prospect, 

but once you start making small 
changes to your home, you’ll be 
surprised by how quickly even the 
smallest of alterations can make 
a huge impact on your enjoyment 
of your rooms.
Take the lounge for example. 

Sometimes, something as simple 
as new curtains or a change in 
flooring can completely transform 
not just the look but the feel of 
your home. A change in colour 
can make it feel warmer, more 
relaxed or even just different.  
Of course, you could be more 

dramatic. Going from carpet to 
wooden flooring, buying a new 
sofa, new wallpaper of even 
completely redecorating would 
be a great way to give your room 
a ‘new home’ feel.  
But why stop there? Changing 

the hallway means no matter 
which part of the house you’re 
in, you’re always passing through 
somewhere different. You might 
not spend much time in it, but 
you’ll notice the difference straight 
away and it’ll feel fresh every time 
you pass through it. 
The same goes for the bathroom.  

You’ll be surprised at how much 
time you spend there and so giv-
ing it a lick of paint, or upgrading 
the facilities can make a world of 
difference.
For the more ambitious, you may 

even consider altering the layout 
of your house. While building an 
extension might be better left for 
the dryer weather, the interior of 
your house is ripe for alteration 
almost all year round. 
Knocking through a wall or even 

installing an extra partition could 
change the whole feel of your 
house, add an extra room or 
open up a more expansive living 
space. 
Not only can this add to the 

value of your home, it can give it 
the fresh lease of life that ensures 
you remain happy in your home 
for many years to come.
You could do all this yourself, but 

don’t be surprised if your friends 
and family grow beards waiting 
for you to finish the job, particu-
larly if it involves more elaborate 
renovations.
Yes, you might save a few 

pounds, but in the long-run it 
might be negligible - particularly 
if something needs done again or 
isn’t quite right. Getting in the pro-
fessionals can not only save you a 
few quid, but you can be assured 
the work will be done quickly 
enough that the dust hasn’t just 
settled, but been swept away by 
the time the bagpipes bring in the 
New Year.
So why not take an objective 

look at your home and see if you 
can turn something tired into 
something terrific.

On the Instructions of MacLeod Construction Limited, Lochgilphead 

Heatherbank
Cairnbaan, by Lochgilphead, Argyll
Last few remaining, immaculately-presented end and mid-terraced,
two-bedroom houses in the picturesque hamlet of Cairnbaan. 

Eligible for assistance under the ‘Help to Buy’ (Scotland) Scheme (terms 
and conditions apply). Available to purchase with a deposit of just £7,000.

Recently completed by MacLeod Construction Limited and with full 
NHBC Guarantee.

Attractive views towards the Crinan Canal and surrounding    
countryside.

The spacious accommodation comprises: Lounge, dining/kitchen, 
WC, two double bedrooms (master en-suite) and bathroom.

Double glazed throughout.  Modern electric heating.
Private gardens and designated off street parking.

EPC Rating – C (77)

Fixed Price from £140,000

01631 566 122
bellingram.co.uk

Help to Buy (Scotland) is also available at the following MacLeod Construction Limited sites:

Glenshellach, Oban Glassary Wood, by Lochgilphead
Castleton, Lochgilphead Kilmartin, by Lochgilphead
Fernoch Crescent, Lochgilphead Dalintober, Campbeltown
Baddens, Lochgilphead Erines, by Tarbert

BLOCKED 
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, 
installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & Groundworks

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of
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3 Ellenabeich, Easdale, By Oban
Charming cottage in picturesque conservation village

 Immaculate condition, renovated to a high standard
Deceptively spacious, double glazing, wood burning 

    stove + electric heating
 Lounge, Double Bedroom, Newly Installed Kitchen, 

    Bathroom & Private Garden
EPC Rating D62
Offers in the region of £160,000

Drumriggend, Drummore Road, Oban
Substantial detached family home situated on fringe of town
Operated as a successful B&B since 1985

 Exceptionally well maintained & in complete walk-in condition
3 spacious guest bedrooms (All with En-Suite), Guest Lounge, 

       Guest Dining Room
 Porch, Hall, Kitchen, Study, Large separate owners Lounge, 

       Double Bedroom & Bathroom
Private drive for 4 cars, Easily maintained garden

 EPC Rating E50
Offers in the region of £300,000

1 The Village, Bunessan, Isle of Mull
Upper flat situated in heart of village
Superb coastal views
Fully double glazed, electric heating & open fire
Hall, Lounge, Bedroom, Kitchen, Bathroom
Compact garden, garden shed
EPC Rating D57
Offers in the region of £70,000

Flat 3, 5 Craigard Road, Oban
Traditional Grade C(s) listed flat within Oban Town Centre
Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom, Double Bedroom
Fully double glazed, Electric heating
Shared drying green, On street parking available nearby
EPC Rating F30
Fixed Price £53,000

Plot 2, Achnacairn, North Connel, By Oban
Attractive building plot in desirable location
Plot extends to 0.432 acres (1750m2)
Detailed planning consent for substantial 4 bed

    detached home & detached garage
Views across Loch Etive to Ben Cruachan

 Nearby to local amenities & services
Guide Price £140,000

Summerhill, Crannaig A Mhinister, Oban
Well presented family home in sought after location
Wonderful views to the Islands of Kerrera and Mull
Lounge, Kitchen, Utility Room, Dining room 

 4 Bedrooms, 5th Bedroom/Office, Study, 2 W.C’s, Bathroom
Full Double Glazing, Total Control Electric Heating
Large Garden, Shed, Driveway

 EPC rating F27 
 Offers in the region of £250,000

Amalor, Ceum Dun Righ, Benderloch, By Oban
 An attractive spacious detached bungalow situated in coastal village
 Close to village services and within easy commuting distance of Oban
 Hall, Lounge/Dining Area, Kitchen, 3 Double Bedrooms, Bathroom
 Fully double glazed, Oil central heating, Floored loft
Gardens to front and rear with raised patio area & private driveway
EPC Rating D62

Offers in the region of £190,000

Kilmoluag, Appin, Argyll
 Traditional stone built detached property 
 Outstanding uninterrupted views to Loch Laich & Castle Stalker
 Fully double glazed, Electric heating
 Vestibule, Hall, Spacious Lounge, Sunroom, Kitchen
 3 Bedrooms, Dining Room/4th Bedroom, Bathroom & Toilet
Sizeable garden grounds, Garden shed/store, Private parking
EPC Rating G4
Fixed Price £249,000

20 Stevenson Street, Oban
Centrally located flat in Oban town centre
Private entrance door, Fully double glazed, Gas central heating
Spacious Lounge/Open plan Kitchen, Hall
2 Double Bedrooms, Bathroom
EPC Rating E50
Offers in the region of £99,500

1 Cruachan Buildings, Lochawe, Argyll
  Spacious flat situated on outskirts of Lochawe Village
 Good state of maintenance and neutral decoration

  Fully double glazed, Electric heating + Open fire in lounge
  Large Lounge, Double Bedroom, Dining Kitchen, Bathroom
  Garden, Coal Shed, Garden Shed, Residents private car park
  EPC Rating D57

Offers in the region of £78,000

Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents
22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT

Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459
www.andersonbanks.co.ukANDERSONBANKS

For full listings of all of our properties for sale and for rent (Oban & Western Isles) see www.andersonbanks.co.uk  and www.zoopla.co.uk.    
Like and Follow us on Facebook for new properties and news.

Quayside Engineering & Welding Workshop
approx 57 Square Metres

3 phase electric, Double door access,
Available early December

Please contact Tarbert Harbour Authority
01880 820344

To Let
Coroghan, Duror, Appin, PA38 4BW
3 Bedroom detached Bungalow
Oil central heating, Double Glazing
Large woodland garden
£650pcm
EPC Band F (26)
Private landlord registration 379361/270/0550

For enquiries contact: Rebecca Boswell on 01397 702433
e: rebecca.boswell@bidwells.co.uk

Fort William
Single room 

office in office 
complex, shared 

facilities, suit 
professional.

Parking available. 
Telephone 

07850127671

FOR SALE
Isle of Seil

Charming, detached family cottage. 
Three bedrooms, waterfront location, 

spacious gardens, ample parking. EPC F
Offers over £280,00

gillianturner@heatherleacottage.co.uk

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Lagnagarach, Campbeltown
Detached 4 bedroom property 
with large garage/outbuilding 
and yard.

Offers in the region 
of £178,000

• Lounge
• Sitting Room
• Kitchen
• Dining Room
• Four Bedrooms

• Bathroom
• Shower Room
• Conservatory
• EPC: E

TO LET
Unfurnished or furnished

3/4 bedroom house
7 miles from Tarbert

Central heating, open fire, 
garden

sorry no pets
for further details 
01880 820 654
EPC Band E

Landlord reg: 21317/130/06160

West Coast
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
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Farming

Brotherton 
Zwartbles

Registered and MV 
accredited Gimmers 
& unrelated Rams.

From proven 
show stock.

Tel: 
01506 873982

FISH FARMER
GOES

For more information visit:
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/digital

Fish Farmer is the UK’s leading aquaculture magazine, this 
highly-regarded magazine has been serving the aquaculture 
industry for 30 years and enjoys a worldwide distribution.

SAVEOVER
35%

ONLY £44 PER YEAR
SUBSCRIBE

ONLINE

Subscribe to an online version of Fish Farmer 
magazine for one year and save over 35%

- USER FRIENDLY NAVIGATION -

* DON’T WAIT FOR YOUR ISSUE ANY LONGER! 
* GET ACCESS AS SOON AS IT IS PROVIDED!

16www.fishfarmer-magazine.com www.fishfarmer-magazine.com16

Hungary for success

CASTING AN EYE ON EASTERN EUROPE

Hungarian Aquaculture

T
otal annual aquaculture production in Hungary 
varies between 14,000 and 16,000 tons. As in 
most Central and Eastern European countries, 
pond culture is the most important subsector, 

with a yearly production of 12-14,000 tons, accounting
for 85-90 per cent of the volume. 

Changes in annual production mainly come from the 
fact that most pond farmers use traditional low intensity
(extensive or semi-intensive) technologies, characterised
by strong reliance on natural food production, thus yearly 
harvests are subject to weather conditions. 

be the oldest in Europe, dating back to Medieval times, 
and is considered a cultural heritage in certain regions 

earthen enclosures and cereals are applied as supplemen-
tary feed to natural food, contributing to 30-60% of the
biomass gain, depending on the level of farming intensity. 

TIBOR FELEDI, GERGO GYALOG, ANDRAS

RÓNYAI AND LASZLO VÁRADI 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES,

AQUACULTURE AND IRRIGATION (HAKI), 

SZARVAS, HUNGARY

Combined
extensive

and intensive 
systems are 
increasingly

popular

Fish yields range from 500-1,000 kg ha-1 year-1 in 
extensive technologies to 1,000 – 2,000 kg ha-1 year-
1 in semi-intensive technologies. These plankton and 
cereal-based traditional technologies do not allow the 
production of valuable predatory species – 95-98% of 
the biomass gain originates from the growth of common 

polyculture. Although this way of farming can be regarded 
as a resource-saving, environmental-friendly production, 
numerous factors have challenged its economical sustain-

carps (demand shifting toward predators) and increasing

low-intensity technologies. 
However, two distinct pond culture development 

models show themselves adaptable to survive: (i) creating 
a multifunctional farming model and generating income 
from angling, bird watching and tourism; (ii) applying
intensive technologies that rely almost exclusively on for-
mulated feeds (in combination with of the use of smaller

Probably, as always, the best path to follow lies between 
the extremes: integration of certain elements of the 
two models creates a good opportunity for combined
extensive systems.

Intensive tank aquaculture accounts for a yearly produc-
tion of 2,000 tons in Hungary (10-15% of total aquac-
ulture). Flow-through systems using geothermal water

Clarias gariepinus X
Heterobranchus bidorsalis) farming, producing some 1,800 
tons yearly. The production of this species is a success

started in 1984 and nowadays Hungary is the second
n

farming in recirculation systems (RASs) is practised in 
5-6 farms, producing 50-80 tons of meat and 2-3 tons of 

Hungary, three farms produce some 30-60 tons of trout 
annually. Barramundi is produced in RAS and European 

Silurus glanis) is produced in cages in one farm.

R&D AND INNOVATION

Hungary is one of the most active participants in R&D 
projects of the EU’s 6th and 7th Framework Programs, 

mainly through the activity of the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation (HAKI). HAKI is an 
important participant in EU projects, with components

gies and the breeding of productive and disease-resistant
common carp varieties – such as Sustainaqua, Aquamax 
and Eurocarp. In Hungary, just like in other Eastern Euro-
pean countries, the great challenge is how to make con-

the increasing competition for freshwater resources and 
the changing market needs. 

As a result of these recent R&D projects, new systems 
and technologies are available for practical application. In 
combined intensive and extensive (CIE) systems high val-
ue species are produced intensively in a small production 
unit, while the excess nutrients of the intensive system

SUCCESS
Hungary for

Opposite page:
paddlefish have great 
potential. Clockwise
from top left: the 
recirculation system at 
HAKI; selecting carp 
broodstock; producing 
African catfish using 
geothermal water; a 
striped bass hybrid
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Stirling scientists tackle global sea lice problem

TACKLING SEA LICE AT THE INSTITUTE OF AQUACULTURE

Sea lice

Stirling research 

ROUND UP

Historically
hatchery-

reared wrasse 
have been less

effective

S
ea lice are naturally occurring obligate crusta-
cean ectoparasites of salmon that continue to be 
one of the most costly a
issues for the salmon farming industry, with

Scotland alone spending over £30 million per year on 
mitigation. Despite the continued focus of the aquacul-
ture industry on the use of integrated pest management, 
alternative approaches are urgently required. 

The Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) is at the forefront of 
the battle against sea lice, with research projects on all
main strategies, including the deployment of c
the development of a vaccine, studies on host/parasite
resistance designed to identify the parasite’s weak spots
and the screening/development of novel products to re-
duce sea lice burdens. Professor Herve Migaud, Director
of Research at the IoA, commented: ‘These projects dem-
onstrate the leading  position occupied by the Institute in 
supporting the Scottish aquaculture sector and underline 
our strong commitment to solving current problems in 
sustainable aquaculture in the UK and worldwide.’

WRASSE - A BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

The cohabitation of cultured native cleaner-wrasse 
species with salmon stocks is widely considered as one 
of the most environmentally friendly and sustainable solu-
tions to pest management. This sustainability is nonethe-
less only achievable if the wrasse are farmed rather than
wild-caught. The farming of wrasse is currently in its rela-
tive infancy, with limited knowledge of their reproductive 
physiology, spawning behaviour, larval development and
general performance in captivity. Leading Scottish salmon 
producers, Marine Harvest Scotland (MHS) and Scottish 
Sea Farms Ltd (SSF), and scientists from the Institute of 
Aquaculture (IoA) Reproduction & Genetics team have 
been recently awarded co-funding of £2.1m from the
Technology Strategy Board to support their collaborative 
wrasse initiative. John Webster, Technical Director of the 
SSPO, says: ‘We are delighted that Scottish salmon farm-
ing has attracted TSB funding for a project designed to
further improve the industry’s sustainability. The prospect
of biological control of sea lice through the use of cleaner 
wrasse is exciting and promising.’ The project started in 
January 2012 with the aim of developing the technolo-
gies to breed and grow commercially viable numbers of
wrasse in tanks and to deploy in the salmon industry. 

B e in aquaculture 
ventures and in the use of wrasse as a biological control 
against sea lice, the industrial partners are currently run-
ning a dedicated wrasse hatchery in University of Stirling
premises at Machrihanish (formerly Machrihanish Marine
Farm Ltd), presently holding over 1000 ballan wrasse
broodstock under different light and temperature re-
gimes. The project is supported by two dedicated IoA sci-
entists: Bridie Grant (PhD student) and Dr Eric Leclercq 
(Post-Doctoral Research scientist) under the supervision
of Professor Herve Migaud and Dr Andrew Davie.

Achievements in 2012 include: improved spawning quan-
tity
testing of custom-designed wrasse diets (in collaboration

iour and wild wrasse population dynamic and genetics. 
One of the most important

lice from salmon.
The delousing  is 

well documented across Scotland and Norway. However, 
this is not the case of their hatchery counterparts that
have been reared on dry pellets. A preliminary trial at 
Machrihanish Marine Environmental Research Laboratory 
(MERL) assessed the performance of cohabiting hatch-
ery-reared ballan wrasse (c30g in weight) in delousing
Atlantic salmon (c150g in weight). The experiment tested 
two wrasse/salmon ratios (6% or 12% wrasse by number)
with 50 salmon (± 7.5 lice / salmon). 

The trial proved to be highly successful, with the total
sea lice burden being reduced by 86% and 98% (6% and 
12% treatments, respectively) following 40h of cohabita-
tion with both gravid female and adult/pre-adult stages
preyed upon (Figure 1). 

VACCINE – A NEW WEAPON IN THE WAR

One alternative to the use of therapeutic medicines 

viding long-term protection. Such a vaccine would

Figure 1

Opposite: Wrasse 
broodstock at 
Machrihanish wrasse 
hatchery (P Featherstone)
Above: Male and female
sealice (W Roy)
Figure 1: Average sea-
lice count per salmon
(15 salmon assessed /
treatment / tank) at the 
start of the experiment
(0h) and following 40h 
of cohabitation with 6%
or 12% ballan wrasse
(30g, hatchery-origin) in 
600 L tanks at a water
temperature of 13.5°C
(Migaud H and Leclercq E)
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PDNorvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps

reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease

caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV). 

– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 

Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 

Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk
12/09/2013   12:47:46

Grougfoot 
Texel rams 

for sale, also 
some in lamb 

gimmers.

Telephone
07770

693716.

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 27th November, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Further entries invited
All types of plant, machinery, agri-equipment 
vehicles, HGV’s, tools, cabins, trailers, and  
equipment welcome. In this Auction, items 
to include: plant, equipment and vehicles 
direct from councils, liquidators, farmers, 
national plant hire companies and contractors
Call Auctions on 01821 642940 or visit our 
website for full catalogue and further information

Pollution, Poaching, 
Muck & Money 
– Are You Complying?

SAC Consulting is a division of Scotland’s Rural College
Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, 
Education and Consulting

C. Hodge Fencing
Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
IAE and Bateman 

ring feeders, 
troughs, handling 
equipment, gates 

and cattlegrids 

Delivered or collected

All kinds of 
fencing - artic 
loads or 1 post

Top quality wire 
and timber

It was a packed ringside for Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd’s annual tup sale at the Rural Complex, Fort William last Friday. 
20_f45auction03

United Auctions 
Tiree
UNITED Auctions held their Annual Sale 
of 668 all classes Cattle at Tiree Auction 
Mart on Saturday, when Croish AA Bul-
locks sold to £1,315 and Heylipol Char 
Heifers to 323pence per kilo.

All classes met with a sound trade with 
sale averages rising by £112 per head or 
42pence per kilo on the corresponding 
sale last year.  

Bullocks sold to a top of £13,15 per 
head for Angus Crosses from Mr Lam-
ont, Croish and to 279pence per kilo for 
Limousin Crosses from M/s MacKinnon, 
Vaul.  Heifers sold to £1,205 per head for 
Charolais Crosses from Miss C I MacKin-
non, 4 Kilkenneth and to 323pence per 
kilo, also Charolais Crosses, this time 
from Mr A J MacLean, Heylipol Farm.

Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks:AAx: £1315 – Croish : £1245 

– Parkhouse : £1245(2), £1185 & £1165 
– Croish : £1100 (5) – 3 Kirkapol : £1095 
– Mainroad : £1065(2) – Croish : £1055(2) 
& £1035(2) – Parkhouse : £1000(3) 
– 3 Kirkapol : £995 – Heylipol Farm & 
Mainroad.

BSHx: £1155, £1055 & £1035 – Croish. 
BRBx: £1005 – Mainroad.

CHARx: £1275 & £1235 – Braeside : 
£1175 – Drumaglea : £1135(2) – Heylipol 
Farm : £1130 & £1120 – Salum : £1075 
– Parkhouse : £1065 & £1035(2) – Hey-
lipol Farm : £1025 – Garaphail : £950 
– Salum  : £915 – Heylipol Farm. HERx: 
£965 – 6 Crossapol.

LIMx: £1330 – 2 Kenovay : £1290 
– Salum : £1275 – Hillcrest : £1265 – 4 
Kilkenneth : £1205 – 6 Barrapol : £1155 
– Braeside : £1145 – Mainroad : £1135 
– 4 Kilkenneth : £1135(4) – 6 Barrapol : 
£1125 – 4 Kilkenneth : £1095 – 6 Barrapol 
: £1085 – Braeside : £1075 – 9 Barrapol 
& 6 Barrapol : £1065 – 4 Kilkenneth : 
£1045 – 6 Barrapol : £1035 – Sandaig : 
£1015(4) – Sandaig : £995 – 6 Barrapol 
: £985 – Sandaig : £965 (2) – 6 Barrapol 
: £960 – Ruaig : £955 – Braeside : £950 
– Salum : £945 – 9 Barrapol(3), Sandaig 
& 6 Barrapol : £935 – 1 Kilkenneth : 
£930 – Ruaig : £905 – 9 Barrapol : £900 
– Hillcrest.

SALx: £1150 – Druimasaidh : £1095 & 
£985 – Drumaglea : £905 – Lochphuil.

SIMx: £1125 – Lochphuil : £1110 
– 4 Kilkenneth : £1085 – 6 Crossapol : 
£1080(4) – Druimasaidh : £1045 – 6 Bar-
rapol : £1015 – Lochphuil & 4 Kilkenneth 
: £985 – Braeside : £930 – Druimasaidh.   

Heifers: AAx: £1180, £910(2) & £900 
– Croish : £895(3) – Heylipol Farm. 
BSHx: £940 – Croish : £935 – Middleton 
Farm : £925 & £805(2) – Croish.

CHARx: £1205 – 4 Kilkenneth : £1085, 
£1060, £1045, £1005 & £995 – Heylipol 
Farm : £900 – Garaphail : £870 & £860(3) 
– Salum : £815 – Garaphail : £805 – Dru-
maglea : £800 – Heylipol Farm.

LIMx: £1095 – 4 Kilkenneth : £1055 & 

AN EVENT on preventing 
agricultural pollution will be 
run by SAC Consulting at Oban 
Livestock Centre next Thursday 
from 1pm to 4pm.

SAC Consulting, a division 
of Scotland’s Rural College 
(SRUC), say that where there is 
heavy rain, there will often be 
run off, and while it is vital to 
minimise diffuse pollution for 
environmental reasons, run off 
can also result in key nutrients 
being lost from the soil, some-
thing farmers and crofters are 
keen to avoid.

A key part of the day will be 
advice on good soil management 
which will help farmers save 
money, target their fertiliser use 
and ensure compliance with the 
General Binding Rules. Issues 
such as poaching and water 
course management will also be 
tackled with guidance on reed 
beds and the alternative water-
ing systems which SRUC are 
currently trialling.

Senior consultant Bill Crooks 
will look at practical tips on 

ISLE of Skye farmers and 
crofters are to get the chance to 
make the best of their grassland 
as bills for feed, fertilisers and 
other inputs continue to rise.

Two free events planned for 
November 9 and November 16 
will focus on improving grass-
land quality.

Organised  by staff from the 

part of Scotland’s Rural College, 
the event will offer technical 
advice on issues such as weed 
control, pasture renovation and 
environmental concerns such as 
the survival of bumblebees. 

Practical demonstrations of 
sprayer and fertiliser spreader 
calibration and the machinery 
exhibition supplied by McLaren 
Tractors are likely to be of most 
interest. 

The organisers are grateful for 
the help of Inverinate Estates 
and Robert Montgomery of 
Waternish in hosting the infor-
mation days. 

£990 – Heylipol Farm : £955(2) – Park-
house : £945 – Vaul : £925 – Braeside : 
£900 – 12 Balevullin : £885 – Ardmay 
: £865 – 7 Kilkenneth & Sandaig : 
£855 – Middleton Farm & 1 Kenovay 
: £845 – Braeside & 4 Kilkenneth : 
£840 – Salum : £835 – 12 Balevullin & 
Hillcrest(5) : £825 & £815 – 4 Kilkenneth 
: £805 – Mainroad : £800 – Middleton 
Farm, Vaul & 10 Balevullin.

SALx: £855(11) – Middleton Farm : 
£825 – Drumaglea. SIMx: £985, £925 & 
895 – Lochphuil : £855 – Middleton Farm 
& Lochphuil.

Cows: £885 – Middleton Farm : £835 
– Heylipol Farm.

Top prices per kilo: Bullocks: AAx: 
249p(2), 237p(4) & 236p(2) – Parkhouse 
: 235p(5) – Scarinish Farm : 232p – Hey-
lipol Farm : 231p(2) – Parkhouse : 230p 
– Hillcrest : 225p(4) – 3 Kirkapol : 224p 
– Parkhouse : 224p(5) – 3 Kirkapol.

BSHx: 212p – Croish. CHARx: 267p & 
264p – Salum : 261p – Ardmay : 260p(2) 
: Garaphail : 259p – Salum : 256p – Ga-
raphail : 255p & 252p – Salum : 252p(2) 
– Ardmay : 249p(3) – Drumaglea : 248p 
– Garaphail : 238p & 237p(2) – Heylipol 
Farm : 237p – Salum : 230p – Ardmay : 
229p – Heylipol Farm & Parkhouse : 224p 
– Braeside : 223p(2) – Heylipol Farm : 
221p – Garaphail : 220p – Drumaglea.

HERx: 220p – 7 Kilkenneth. LIMx: 
279p(2) – Vaul : 265p(3) – Parkhouse : 
262p(2) – 10 Balevullin : 261p – Main-
road(2), Ruaig & Mannal House : 261p, 
260p(2), 258p(3) & 255p(2) – Mannal 
House : 254p – Parkhouse : 253p – 10 
Balevullin : 252p – 1 Kilkenneth : 251p 
– Salum : 249p – Garaphail(5) & 6 
Balevullin : 247p – Crofthouse : 246p(4) 
– Hillcrest : 245p & 243p – Salum : 
243p(4) – Whitehouse : 242p – Parkhouse 
: 242p(4) – 1 Kilkenneth : 241p – Ruaig, 
10 Balevullin & 8 Balevullin(2) : 240p 
– Hillcrest(3) & Garaphail : 239p – Ru-
aig(2) & 1 Kilkenneth : 237p – Garaphail 
: 236p – Vaul(3) & 4 Kilkenneth : 235p 
– 6 Balevullin : 234p – Ardmay(2) & 
Drumaglea : 233p – Vaul(2) & Braeside 
: 233p(2) – Mainroad. 

SALx: 252p – Drumaglea : 234p(5) – 6 
Crossapol : 233p(2) – Drumaglea : 232p 
– 6 Crossapol(2) & Drumaglea : 231p(11) 
& 228p(2) – Scarinish Farm : 223p(2) – 6 
Crossapol.

SIMx: 259p – Dunbeag : 248p – Green-
hill : 244p – Lochphuil : 241p – Dunbeag 
: 238p – Braeside : 233p(2) – 2 Heylipol 
: 232p – Crofthouse : 231p – Lochphuil 
& Greenhill : 228p – Lochphuil  : 227p 
– Dunbeag & 6 Barrapol : 226p – 2 
Heylipol : 222p(2) – Lochphuil : 220p – 2 
Heylipol.

Heifers: AAx: 225p(2) – Parkhouse. 
CHARx: 323p – Heylipol Farm : 290p 
– Garaphail : 279p – Salum : 270p – Dru-
maglea & Garaphail : 266p(2) – Salum 
:259p(3) – Drumaglea : 248p – Ardmay 
& Salum(3) : 239p(2) – Garaphail : 
237p, 230p & 227p – Ardmay : 223p – 4 
Kilkenneth : 220p(2) – Garaphail.

LIMx: 272p – Heylipol Farm : 269p 
– Drumaglea : 256p – 10 Balevullin 
: 248p – Vaul : 245p – Mannal House : 
232p – Drumaglea : 230p – Heylipol 
Farm & Ardmay : 226p – Braeside & 
4 Kilkenneth : 223p – 4 Kilkenneth & 
Mainroad(3) : 221p – Vaul(5), Whitehouse 
& 8 Balevullin(2) : 220p – Mannal House  
& 10 Balevullin(4).

SALx: 234p – Drumaglea : 221p(7) 
– Scarinish Farm : 220p(2) – 6 Cros-
sapol.

United Auctions 
Dalmally
UNITED Auctions held their annual 
show and sale of suckled calves at Dal-
mally Auction Mart on Saturday, October 
19, when  all classes met with a spirited 
demand.

Bullocks sold to £1,400 per head for 
Charolais Crosses from Lephinkill and to 
366pence per kilo for Limousin Crosses 
from Tom-na-coille and to level out at 
£706.26 per head or 256pence per kilo 
recording a rise of £134.14 per head or 
51.8 pence per kilo on the year.  

Heifers sold to £980 per head for 
Simmental Crosses from Pitcastle Estate 
and to 355pence per kilo for Shorthorn 
Crosses from Balnahard, Colonsay 
and to level out at £600.22 per head or 
234.5pence per kilo recording a rise of 
£116.34 per head or 46.3pence per kilo 
on the year.  Pre Sale judging was in the 
hands of Mr M Barclay, St. Murry Farm, 
Ayr and the following were his awards.

Bullocks other than Spring Born: 1: 
Lephinkill - £1400 to M/s Watson, Banff.  
2: Lephinkill - £1350 to M/s Watson.  3: 
Bragleenmore - £1050 to M/s Watson.  
Heifers other than Spring Born: 1: Lep-
hinkill - £935 to M/s Mailer, Ladylands.  
Spring Born Bullocks:  1: Kilwhipnach 
- £920 to M/s Watt, Cairntack.  2 : Lep-
hinkill - £980 to Mr Low, Pittenkerrie.  3: 
Lephinkill - £930 to M/s Mailer.  Spring 
Born Heifers:  1: Lephinkill - £860 to Mr 
I Woodhead, York.  Shepherd’s Calf:  1: 
W Lewis c/o Barguillean - £845 to M/s 
Morrison, Cornhill.  2: W Lewis - £910 
to M/s Mackie, Banff.  3: A Stewart 
c/o Barguillean - £800 to M/s Morrison.  
Champion Calf:  Kilwhipnach - £920 to 
M/s Watt.  Reserve Champion: Lephinkill 
- £860 to Mr I Woodhead.

Principal lots and prices: 
Top prices per head: Bullocks: AAx: 

£895(2) & £865 – Dall Farm. BSHx: 
£1010 – Bragleenmore (Alan MacFadyen) 
: £870 – Ashgrove.

BRBx: £810(2)- Kilwhipnach. CHARx: 
£1400, £1350 & £1300 – Lephinkill : 
£1050 & £1040(3) – Bragleenmore : 
£1040(2) - Bragleenbeg : £1010(4) & 
£980(4) – Bragleenmore : £980 – Lep-
hinkill : £980(2) – Bragleenbeg : £960 
– Bragleenmore : £945 – Arileod, Coll : 
£910 – Bragleenmore(3) & Bragleenbeg 
: £890(2) – Lephinkill : £875(12) – Eder-
line Estate : £850 – Dunans.

LIMx: £1340 & £1170 – Lephinkill : 
£1040 – Kilwhipnach : £1020 – Dunans 
: £1010 – Auchgoyle : £990 – Ledcharrie 
: £970(2) – Auchgoyle : £950 – Barguil-
lean : £945(3) – Tom Na Coille : £940(5) 
– Craignafeoch : £930 – Auchgoyle(2) 
& Lephinkill(2) : £920 – Kilwhipnach 
: £910 – Barguillean : £895(2) – Dall : 
£890 – Barguillean : £885 – Musdale 
Farm : £880 – Craigmore & Lephinkill 
: £870 – Craig Farm & Kilwhipnach : 
£865 – Dunans : £860 – Tombuie, Led-
charrie(2) & Craignafeoch(2) : £850(2) 
– Barguillean. LUING: £800 – Brough. 
SHx: £720 – Arileod. SIMx: £1075,£1035 
& £1025 – Feringa Farming,Coll : £945 
– Pitcastle Estate & Duallin(2) : £920 
– Tiretigan Farm : £915 – Tiraghoil,Mull 
: £905 – Dall(2) & Duncroisk : £900 

– Dunans : £880 – Barguillean Farm : 
£870 – Pitcastle Estate : £860 – Brough 
: £850 – Taraphocain Farm & Dunans. 
Heifers: AAx: £660(2) – Barndromin.

BSHx: £790 – Stronmagachan : 
£650 – Ashgrove. CHARx: £935(4) 
– Lephinkill : £890 – Bragleenmore & 
Bragleenbeg : £860 – Lephinkill : £800 
– Bragleenmore(4) & Dunans(2) : £785 
– Ballygown Farm.

LIMx: £875 – 2 Keil Crofts : £865 
– Craigmore : £845 – Lephinkill : £840(2) 
– Ledcharrie : £830(2) – Barguillean 
Farm : £810(6) – Ledcharrie.

SALx: £730(2) – Ruaig, Tiree.
SHx: £760 – Balnahard,Colonsay.
SIMx: £980 & £950 – Pitcastle Estate 

: £915 – Feringa Farming,Coll : £900 
– Pitcastle Estate : £875 – Tiraghoil,Mull 
: £850 – Tiretigan Farm : £800 – Pitcastle 
Estate.

Top prices per kilo: 
Bullocks: AAx: 264p(4) & 258p 

– Kiloran Farmers,Colonsay : 248p(8) & 
245p(3) – Barndromin : 244p(2) – Kiloran 
Farmers : 241p(6) – Glenaros Farm,Mull 
: 232p(2) – Kiloran Farmers : 231p & 
225p(2) – Dall Farm.

BSHx: 278p(3) & 258p(3) – Stron-
magachan : 248p(5) & 239p(3) – Castles 
Estate : 236p(2) – Stronmagachan : 
234p(5) – Castles Estate.

BRBx: 279p(2) – Kilwhipnach : 258p 
– Tullochmhor. CHARx: 343p(12) – Ed-
erline Estate : 324p(6) – Ballygown Farm 
: 323p(10) – Ederline Estate : 304p(6) 
– Colintraive Farm : 301p(10) & 298p(12) 
– Ederline Estate : 295p(3) – Tullochmhor 
: 291p – Dunans : 289p(2) – Ballygown 
Farm : 285p(2) – Bragleenbeg : 284p & 
281p(2) – Tullochmhor : 275p – Dunans 
: 273p – Bragleenmore(3) & Bragleen-
beg(2) : 263p – Couston Farm : 261p(5) 
– Colintraive Farm : 260p – Arileod 
Farm Coll(2), Bragleenmore & Achane-
lid Farming Co : 253p – Arileod(3) & 
Lephinkill : 249p – Bragleenmore(7) 
& Bragleenbeg(2) : 248p – Lephinkill : 
247p – Arileod & Bragleenmore(Alan 
MacFadyen) : 242p – Arileod Farm : 240p 
– Bragleenmore & Lephinkill Farm.

LIMx: 366p(3) – Tom Na Coille : 
300p(5) – Glenshellach : 299p – Kilwhip-
nach :295p(3) – Boreland Farms : 294p & 
292p(2) – Craigmore : 289p – Balantyre 
Farm : 288p(3), 282p(4) & 280p(4) – Bore-
land Farms : 279p – Feringa Farming,Coll 
& Kilwhipnach(4) : 278p – Keilator Farm, 
Garvie(6), Glenshellach(3) & Craigmore 
: 276p – Tom Na Coille & Glenshellach : 
275p – Tiraghoil,Mull : 273p – Balantyre 
Farm : 272p(7) – Tiraghoil,Mull : 272p(2) 
– Feringa Farm,Coll : 271p – Musdale 
Farm : 270p – Kilwhipnach : 269p(6) 
– Brenchoille Farm : 268p – Lochuisge(7), 
Achallader(2) & Brenchoille(4) : 267p 
– Glenfalloch, Garvie(3) & Lephinkill(2) 
: 265p – Balantyre Farm : 264p(2) 
– Achallader : 263p – Tiraghoil, Clachan 
Farm(2) & Brenchoille : 262p – Cuilaine : 
261p – Lochuisge & Feringa Farming,Coll 
: 258p – Garvie(2), Glenshelloch, 
Ledcharrie & Craignafeoch : 257p 
– Tiraghoil(2) & Feringa Farming,Coll : 
256p(4) – Clachan Farm : 255p(3) – Auch 
Estate : 254p – Lochuisge, Craigmore(3), 
Feringa Farming, Musdale Farm(2) & 
Ledcharrie(3) : 253p – Garvie Farm(3), 
Barguillean Farm(2) & Balantyre Farm(4) 
: 252p – Glenfalloch, Fingals View, Craig 
Farm(2), Achallader & Brenchoille Farm 
: 251p(2) – Craignafeoch : 250p – Craig 
Farm. LUINGx: 257p – Kiloran Farm-

ers(5) & Balnahard(2),Colonsay : 253p 
– Pitcastle Estate.

SALx: 288p, 273p(3), 266p(2) & 
265p(2) – Balantyre Farm : 256p – Tul-
lochmhor Farm : 253p – Balantyre Farm.

SHx: 278p – Stronmagachan : 257p(5), 
255p(9) – Balnahard,Colonsay.

SIMx: 310p(6) – Glenfalloch : 293p(11) 
– Keilator Farm : 291p – Dunans : 290p(4) 
– Glenfalloch : 288p – Tiraghoil,Mull(2) 

: 284p & 281p – Barachander Farm : 
277p(8) – Tiraghoil,Mull : 276p(4) – Pit-
castle Estate : 273p – Craig Farm : 270p 
– Tiretigan Farm : 269p – Keilator(3) & 
Barachander : 268p – Tiretigan(4) & Tigh 
Na Cille, Kirkton : 266p – Dunans(7) 
& Barguillean(5) : 263p(2) – Duncroisk 
: 262p(3) – Duallin : 261p(5) – Keilator 
Farm : 260p – Tiretigan Farm : 259p(4) 
– Pitcastle Estate : 258p – Duncroisk(2)
,Garvachy(2), Tiraghoil(3) & Ashgrove : 
257p – Craig Farm(3) & Auch Estate(2) 
: 256p(2) – Brenchoille Farm : 255p(2) 
– Keilator Farm : 254p – Airds Croft : 
253p – Pitcastle Estate : 252p – Glenfal-
loch, Craig Farm(3) & Brenchoille 
Farm(4) : 251p – Dall Farm, Tiretigan 
Farm(2), Duncroisk & Barguillean Farm 
: 250p – Craig Farm(3), Musdale Farm & 
Barachander Farm.

Heifers:  AAx: 236p(3) – Kiloran 
Farmers,Colonsay.

BSHx: 295p & 281p(3) – Stron-
magachan. CHARx: 312p – Lephinkill 
Farm : 283p(14), 281p(12) & 280p(10) 
– Ederline Estate : 267p(9) – Ballygown 
Farm : 266p(3) – Lephinkill Farm : 263p 
– Tullochmhor : 261p – Colintraive Farm 
: 259p(3) – Tullochmhor : 258p(4) – Dun-
ans : 257p(2) – Ballygown Farm : 251p 
– Ederline Estate : 248p(3) – Tullochmhor 
: 245p – Bragleenmore & Bragleenbeg : 
244p – Bragleenmore(4) & Lephinkill(4) 
: 240p(4) – Colintraive Farm.

LIMx: 324p & 276p(2) – Feringa 
Farming,Coll : 263p – Keilator Farm : 
262p – Auch Estate : 260p – Glenshellach 
: 259p – Tom Na Coille : 255p(3) – Gar-
vie Farm : 251p(4) – Boreland Farms 
: 250p – Fingals View & Balantyre 
Farm(3) : 249p(2) – Pitcastle Estate : 
248p – Feringa Farming,Coll : 247p 
– Glenshellach(2) & Feringa Farming(2) 
: 244p – Tom Na Coille, Craigmore(2) & 
Boreland Farms(6) : 243p – Lochuisge(6) 
& Glenshellach(2) : 242p – Tom Na 
Coille, Feringa Farming(3), Ledchar-
rie Farm(9) & Balantyre Farm : 241p 
– Tiraghoil Farm(4), Glenshellach(2) 
& Tombuie : 240p – Glenshellach(3) 
& Ledcharrie Farm. LUINGx: 245p 
– Balnahard,Colonsay. SHx: 355p, 
245p(3) & 243p – Balnahard,Colonsay. 
SIMx: 318p – Keilator Farm : 309p 

273p – Stroneskar Farm : 266p(2) – Auch 
Estate : 262p(3) – Barachander Farm : 

: 249p – Feringa Farming,Coll : 248p 
– Keilator, Pitcastle Estate & Ashgrove : 
245p – Pitcastle Estate(5) & Auch Estate : 
244p  – Glenfalloch(3), Keilator Farm(2) 
& Garvachy(2) : 240p – Tiretigan & 
Duallin(2).

United Auctions 
Islay
UNITED Auctions held a sale of 2,876 
Lambs and Sheep and 237 all classes of 
Cattle at Islay Auction Mart, where all 

classes of lambs sold to a good ringside of 
buyers and to average £57.52 per head or 
1.66pence per kilo against £50 per head 
or 1.42pence per kilo at the correspond-
ing sale last year.  

Lambs sold to top of £72.50 per head 
for Suffolk Crosses from Starchmill and 
to 209pence per kilo for Texel Crosses 
from Balaclava.  A pen of Texel Cross 
Feeding Ewes from Dunlossit Farming, 
Keills sold to £85.50.   

All classes of cattle also met with 
a spirited demand, with the bullocks 
averaging £768 per head or 257pence per 
kilo as against £607 per head or 201pence 
per kilo at the same sale last year whilst 
the heifers averaged £669 per head and 
236pence per kilo against £570 per head 
or 184pence per kilo last year.  

Bullocks sold to a top of £1,000 per 
head for Limousin Cross from Lossit 
and to 331pence per kilo for Charolais 
Crosses from Cruach (Brown).  

Heifers sold to a top of £975 per head 
for Limousin Crosses from Mulindry 
and to 278pence per kilo for Charolais 
Crosses from Cruach.

Principal Lots And Prices:
Top Prices Per Head
Bullocks: 
AAx: £775 – Kelsay
BLONDx: £955,£945(4), £875(3), 

£865(7) – Ardnave.
CHARx: £895(2) – Cruach(Brown) : 

£845 – Ballimartin : £835(3) – Ballinaby : 
-

LIMx: £1000 – Lossit : £965 – Kintra(3) 
and Ardnave : £925 – Ardnave : £855 
– Kintra(2) and Ardnave : £845 – Balli-
martin and Ardnave : £835(3) – Ardnave. 
SHx: £745 – Pairc A Chlassan. SIMx: 
£965 – Ballinaby

BRBx: £935 – Ardnave.
Heifers:  BLONDx: £865, £845(3), 

£815(4), £805 – Ardnave.
CHARx: £725 – Ballinaby : £705(3) 

– Ballimartin. LIMx: £975, £935, 
£895(2), £885 and £855 – Mulindry : 
£855 – Kintra : £835 – Mulindry : £825 
and £815 – Ardnave.

SIMx: £725 – Ballinaby.
Top Prices Per Kilo: 
Bullocks: BLONDx: 277p, 256p, 

255p(4), 250p, 244p, 242p(3) – Ardnave.
CHARx: 331p – Cruach (Brown) : 

-

– Cruach(Brown) : 287p(2) – Dunlossit 
Estate Knocklearach.

LIMx: 297p – Cruach (Brown) : 295p, 
293p(4) and 292p – Kinnabus Farm : 289p 
– Ardnave : 282p and 280p(3) – Kinnabus 
Farm.

Heifers: 
BLONDx: 243p, 242p(2) and 241p(4) 

– Ardnave Farm.
CHARx: 278p(3) and 260p(6) 

– Cruach(Brown) : 259p – 9 Manse-

– Ballimartin : 254p(6) and 249p(6) 
– Dunlossit Knocklearach.

LIMx: 260p(2) – Kinnabus Farm : 244p 
and 241p – Ardnave : 240p – Dunlossit 
Knocklearach.

Sheep: 
Lambs: SUFFx: £72.50 – Starchmill : 

£69.00 – Uiskentuie : £68.50 – Starchmill 
: £67.00 – Ardbeg : £64.50 – Island and 
Kilchiaran: £62.50 – Coull, Ballimartin 
and Kindrochaid : £60.00 – Island.

TEXx: £69.50 – Balaclava : £69.00 

Market
reports

– Dunlossit Keills : £66.00 – Balaclava 
: £65.50 – Torrabus : £64.00 – Dunlos-
sit Keills : £63.50 – Kinnabus Farm, 
Ballinaby, Lossit and Leorin : £62.50 
– Ardfarnal and Ardbeg : £61.50 – Tor-
rabus : £60.50 – Balaclava.

CHARx: £56.50 – Builanuilt.
CHEV: £66.50 – 44 Stanalane.
CROSS: £63.50 – Lossit : £58.50 

– Duich.
MULE: £61.50 – Conisby and Kindro-

chaid : £60.50 – Starchmill.
BF: £60.50 – Lossit : £58.50 –Uisken-

tuie and Leorin : £55.50 – Lossit : 
£55.00 – Coull : £54.00 – Ardfarnal 
and Ballinaby : £51.50 – Blackpark, 
Dunlossit Ceanacroic and Duich : £50.50 
– Blackpark.

Ewes: TEXx: £85.50 – Dunlossit Keills 
: £66.50 – Ardbeg : £61.50 – Dunlossit 
Keills. CROSS: £56.50 – Ballachlaven.

BF: £44.50 – Dunlossit Keills.
CHEVx: £73.00 – Coull.
Wedders: £69.00 – Octofad : £56.50 

– Finnlaggan. Top prices per kilo: 
Lambs:  SUFFx: 183p – 14 Westend and 

Kindrochaid : 175p - 14 Westend : 174p 
- Octofad : 170p - Ardbeg :  169p – Coull 
and Pairc A Chlassan : 167p – Octofad : 
165p – Island and Kilchiaran.

TEXx: 209p – Balaclava : 206p 
– Dunlossit Keills : 200p – Balaclava 
: 181p – Kinnabus Farm : 174p – Bala-
clava : 173p – Dunlossit Keills : 170p – 19 
Gartness Cottages.

CHEV: 190p – Kilbride.
CROSS: 174p – Ballinaby : 173p 

– Ardmenish.
MULE: 177p – Kindrochaid : 171p 

– Finlaggan.
BF: 164p – Dunlossit Keills : 160p 

– Finlaggan  : 158p – Blackpark :  156p 
– Dunlossit Ceannacroic : 155p – Ard-
menish : 153p – Kinnabus Farm : 152p 
– Pairc A Chlaasan : 151p – Blackpark 
and Duich. 

Caledonian Marts 
Oban
CALEDONIAN Marts had forward 2,223 
store and feeding sheep at its Oban sale 
last Tuesday, when all classes of lamb 
sold sharper by £2 or £3, with feeding 
ewes sharper by £5. 

Store Lambs sold to £70 for Sulffolk x 
lambs from J Wilson, Drumvore.

Ewes sold to £70 for Texel x from D 
Cameron, Inion.

Ewe Lambs sold to £50 for Cheviots 
from Shuna Farms, Isle of Shuna.

Riggs sold to £70 for Texels from M 
Campbell, Airds.

Leading Prices:  Lambs:  Chev- £68 
Ballygrundle, Tex- £67.50 Balnagowan; 
Cont- £67 Airds; Tex x- £66 Achnacree-
more; Bel- £64  Achnacone; Mule- £64 
Drumvore; Suff- £63.50  Drimnin Estate; 
BF- £55 Scammadale; BF x- £54  Airds

Leading prices:  Ewes:  Tex- £67 
Brulin; Chev- £63 Fidden; Mule- £62  
Balnagowan; Chev x- £58 Shuna Farms; 
HB- £57 Glenaros; BF- £40 Glenaros

Leading prices:  Ewe Lambs:  BF- £47 
Calgarry; BFx- £44 Homestead; Chev- 
£42 Quinich

Leading prices:  Riggs:  Chev- £64 
Tullich Croft; X- £49  Ardlarach; BF- £47 
Inion

Caledonian Marts 
Islay
CALEDONIAN Marts had forward 186 
calves, 25 cows and 282 sheep at its 
annual Autumn Sale on Islay last month, 

where Islay calves sold to £1,000.
All classes of cattle sharper on the year 

with many islanders saying the dearest 
trade ever seen on Islay with many main-
land buyers short of requirements.

Bullock Calves averaged £700.19 
selling to £1,000 for a Char from Gareth 
Porter, Carrabus.

Heifer Calves averaged £605.61 selling 
to £780 for a Lim from M McMillan, 
Balliemartin.

Leading Prices:  Bullock Calves: Lim 
- £900 Balliemartin, £780 Ballulive, £780 
Achnaclach, £750 Ardtalla: Char - £715 
Ardtalla: Sim - £700 Ardtalla, Long 
- £495 Daill.

Heifer Calves:  Lim - £750 Achnaclach, 
£750 Balliemartin, £540 Ardtalla; Char 
- £620 Ardtalla; AA - £520 Daill; £490 
– Ardtalla.

Bulls: Char - £700 Carrabus; Charx 
- £620 Ardtalla.

OTM Cows: Char - £1000 Carrabus; 
Shor - £800 Carrabus; Sim - £520 Ard-
talla; Luing - £450 Carrabus; BG - £420 
Ardtalla.

Cows with Calves at Foot:  Short 
- £1100 Carrabus; Lim - £1000 Carrabus; 
Gall - £800 Carrabus.

In Calf Cows:  Char  - £850 Carrabus. 
Store Lambs: Suff - £62 Balliemartin; 
Tex - £59 Carrabus; Cont - £51 Persabus.

Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Fort William
DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 
475 rams at its annual Fort William ram 
sale on Friday. 

Blackface ram lambs sold to £3,000 
gross from Elmscleugh, Dunbar.

Blackface shearlings sold to £2600 
gross from Elmscleugh.

Blackface two shears sold to £400 
gross thrice from Craig Farm, Straiton, 
Knockdon Farm, Straiton and Orchilmore 
Farm, Killiecrankie.

Blackface three shears sold to £700 
gross from Wood Cottage Croft, Tober-
mory.

Blackface four shears sold to £220 gross 
from Ben Alder Estate, Dalwhinnie.

Cheviots sold to £600 gross for a three 
shear from Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge.

Texels sold to £380 gross twice for 
shearlings from Achnaba, Oban, and 
Newton of Crathie, Ballater.

Suffolks sold to £450 gross for a shear-
ling from Newton of Crathie.

Swaledales sold to £280 gross for a 
shearling from Newton of Crathie.

Blue Faced Leicesters sold to £420 
gross for a shearling from Crookston, 
Heriot.

Beltex sold to £250 gross for a shearling 
from Ardoch, Cardross.

Lleyns sold to £280 gross for a shear-
ling from Kirkton Farm, Crianlarich.

Crosses sold to £380 gross for a Beltex 
cross shearling from Balmaglaster.

Other leading prices per head:
BF ram lambs: Elmscleugh, £2000, 

£1200, £1050.
BF shearling: Balrazzie, Ballantrae, 

£1800, Craig Farm, £1700, Clashnoir, 
Glenlivet, £1000.

BF two shear: Knockdon, and Braes of 
Ardeonaig, Killin, £350.

BF three shear: Balrazzie, £650, 
Knockandhu, Tomatin, £400.

Chev shearling: Ardoch Farm, £320.
Chev two shear: Keppoch Farm, Dun-

donnell, £450, £420, £400.
Texel shearling: East Bracklin, Cal-

lander, £350, 3 Glenrath, Peebles, £300.

collecting dirty water and reduc-
ing diffuse pollution before his 
colleague, area manager Niall 
Campbell, leads a walk around 
the centre’s waste management 
facilities and talks about best 
practice in handling, and getting 

and slurry. At current fertiliser 
prices cattle slurry has a typical 
value of around £4.50 per cubic 

be made if it is properly applied.
Peter Wright from the Scot-

tish Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA) will tackle the 
general binding rules, provid-
ing an update on key changes, 
advising on how best to avoid 
breaking the regulations and 
discussing future issues that are 
relevant to livestock farming.

This event is funded by the 
Scottish Government as part 
of its Veterinary and Advisory 
Service. There will be bacon 
rolls on arrival, so to help with  
catering contact 01631 5630093 
or frbsoban@sac.co.uk to book.

Help with preventing 
agricultural pollution

Following arrival at 10.45am, 
both events will get underway at 
11am with lunch provided. 

While the events are free it 
would help with catering ar-
rangements if those planning to 
attend register with the Portree 

Sutherland had an additional 
message for farmers and croft-
ers following last month’s 
announcement by the Scottish 
Government that Rural Support 
Schemes will continue in 2014 

Common Agricultural Policy 
reforms is sorted out.

She said: ‘The good news 
is that the Crofting Counties 
Agricultural Grants (Scotland) 
Scheme or CCAGS will con-
tinue. The bad news is that the 
drainage element will end soon. 

‘We are advising anyone 
considering drainage work to 
submit their applications before 
November 15 to allow time for 
the appropriate approvals.’

Making the best of grassland



YAMAHA TW 125 
MOTORCYCLE

£750 o.n.o.

1999 model, taxed and MOTd 2014 (July), 16,000 miles

Tel: 07713 793970
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

MOTORS AND 
DRIVE TIMES

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS

F

A

W

WANTED

R.A.D Import Export

Wanted all 4 x 4’s 
including commercial 
vans, pick-ups, diesel 

cars, Ivor Williams 
tipping trailers, motor 
homes and caravans, 
any age or condition, 

immediate payment on 
collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 
vehicle,

Landrover, 
Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

£4,995

VW
GOLF GTI

2L, 2005, 110,000 miles, 10 
months MOT, heated leather 

seats, 3 door, 6 disc CD 
changer, good condition.

Telephone: 
07789 644527 

or 01586 551467

£750 o.n.o.

RENAULT
SCENIC

1.4, 16 valve, 
Petrol, Hatchback, 2002, 

Blue, 110,000 miles 
MOT July 2014, V.G.C.

Telephone: 
01499 302396

HERWA 18 

£4,750

Complete with trailer and 50hp outboard

Tel: 0776 155998

53 PLATE
VOLKSWAGEN LT28

£1500

S.W.B 10 months M.O.T and 4 months Tax
101,000 miles, new timing belt and pulley

lined out in back 

Telephone: 07708 878647

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2006 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.3 Diesel, 5dr, Silver 86,000 miles ............... £2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.2,  dr, Silver 61,000 miles ........................... £2,750
2005 Fiat Panda, 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 40,000 miles .................................. £2,675
2006 Vauxhall 1ltr, 3dr, Black, 87,000 miles .......................................£1,850
2003 Renault Senic, 1.3 Petrol, 5dr, Green, 38,000 miles .................£1,750
2002 Vauxhall Astra, 1.4 ls, 5dr, Grey, 89,000 miles  ........................£1,275
2002 Chrysler pt Cruiser, 2 ltr, Red, 64,000 miles, t&t Customer Property  ..£1,250

VAN SALES
............

.............
MOTO X Bikes

........£850 each

SHELLFISH SPECIALPLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk

001_ff09.indd   1

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
•BRIGHTER pages full of 

essential information

•RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

•NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

TOMISH TRAINING
LGV DRIVER TRAINING IN THE 

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF

COURSES INCLUDING

LGV AND 
VAN + TRAILER (B+E)

T: 01463 741458 M: 07760 773 626
email: tom@tomish-training.co.uk

www.tomish-training.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes



TEMPORARY DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
TO DELIVER THE BT PHONE BOOK IN FORT WILLIAM, MALLAIG,

KYLE, PORTREE, ULLAPOOL, AVIEMORE, BONAR BRIDGE, MILTON,
LAIRG, HELMSDALE, WICK, WATTEN, OBAN, SPEAN BRIDGE, 

SKYE, LEWIS AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
GOOD RATES OF PAY AND FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS

YOU WILL NEED A CAR TO TRANSPORT YOUR DIRECTORIES
CALL 0844 742 1333

www.bookaroute.com
Text BTISLANDSN to 07786 208008

Support Workers 
(CS01154)
Lochgilphead

We have part-time and sessional opportunities 
in Lochgilphead to support 2 individuals with 
physical and learning disabilities to remain in their 
own home.  A mixture of day, evening and weekend 
work will be required for 24 hour supported living.

Care UK can offer you great staff benefits including full 
training, holiday pay and discounts from well-known 
retailers.

Apply online www.careuk.com/careers or call 
the Recruitment Team on 0141 556 3294
Closing date for applications is 15 November 2013

TRAINEE HARVESTING 
MANAGERS 

With timber processing facilities at Troon, Windymains and Fermoy, 
Glennon Brothers are one of the leading sawmilling groups in the UK 
and Ireland. Forestry is at the very heart of our business and we can now 
offer genuine career opportunities for Trainee Harvesting Managers to 
join our forestry team.    
Reporting directly to the Forestry Manager, applications are sought 
from well-motivated individuals who are eager to learn and keen to 
develop their career with a very progressive and dynamic business. You 
should have a genuine interest in timber harvesting operations and be 
passionate about taking on new challenges. Extensive travel throughout 
the country will be required and it is imperative that you are flexible, 
hard-working and open to change at very short notice.   
With a forestry qualification and/or some relevant harvesting experience, 
the ideal candidates will have good communication skills and the ability 
to engage with people at all levels. Basic I.T. skills and a full driving 
licence are also essential.
Terms and conditions will be commensurate with skills and experience.  
To apply, please email with covering letter and CV to:
harvesting@glennonbrothers.co.uk
Closing date for all applications will be 30th November 2013. 
All applications will be treated with the strictest of confidence.

Source Supplies Inc currently 
has a vacant space for the post 

of a online bookkeeper and 
a storekeeper. Applicant can 
work from anywhere to earn 

extra money. 
For more info, contact-

sales@sourcesupply.biz

David Macbrayne Ltd
Appointment of a Non-Executive Director
Scottish Ministers are looking for a Non-Executive Director to join the Board of David 
MacBrayne Ltd (DML), the company that oversees the services provided by CalMac Ferries 
and Argyll Ferries in the West of Scotland. If you feel you could contribute and have 
knowledge and professional experience of fi nance and procurement, please visit 
www.appointed-for-scotland.org

Closing date for applications is Tuesday, 19 November 2013.

Appointed on merit; committed to diversity and equality.

JIM MARTIN SUPPLIES
CAMPBELTOWN

SALES REPRESENTATIVE: ARGYLL & ISLES
Jim Martin Supplies is an Agricultural company that covers 
the West Coast of Scotland selling and promoting feeding, 

minerals and animal health.
The ideal candidate will be based in the Argyll & Bute area.
You must have strong selling skills, be computer literate and 

have the vision, drive and other personal qualities necessary to 
make a real contribution to the business.  A good knowledge 
in agricultural and an S.Q.P licence in animal health would be 

advantageous.
Hours may be flexible and the job involves a large amount of 
travelling each day, for which a driving licence is essential.
The successful applicant will be offered a challenging and 
rewarding position with an attractive package, company 

vehicle and mobile phone.
For more information please contact the office on 01586 

550066 or send your CV and covering letter to:                
James C. Martin, Jim Martin Supplies, 109-119 Longrow

Campbeltown, PA28 6EX
Closing date for applications: 25th November 2013.
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Nursery Practitioner required for a 
well established Oban Nursery

This is an excellent opportunity for a highly motivated 
and experienced childcare professional to develop their 

role in an established and exciting nursery.

We offer a competitive salary and holiday allowance, 
welcome applications from all sectors of the community 

and are an equal opportunity employer.

We are also looking to 
employ a Nursery Apprentice

Contact Ann or Fiona on 01631 567491 or 
manager.firststeps@yahoo.co.uk and we look forward to 
welcoming you as part of our happy team.

All applicants subject to a 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
(Scotland) Act 2007 check

Project Officer
You will deliver the Renewable Energy – opportunities for fishing 
communities in Argyll project, covering Campbeltown/Carradale/

Tarbert; Islay/Jura; Mull/Iona; Tiree/Coll and Oban/Luing.
Experienced in training or skills development; knowledgeable about 

renewable energy and with understanding and awareness of the 
fishing industry, you will work with fishing communities to help them to 

develop skills/qualifications and diversify their businesses.
35 hours per week; part time/ job shares considered; location: flexible 

within Argyll. 
Salary: £24,509 FTE. Fixed term contract until March 2015 

but with possibility of further employment.
Closing date: 5pm on Thursday 21st November.

Further information or job packs: 
www.alienergy.org.uk; 01631 565183 or mandie@alienergy.org.uk 

This project is funded by EFF Axis 4

Argyll HomeCare
Argyll HomeCare provides a professional, 

or care at home.
Mid Argyll: Home Care Workers

Full, part time & weekend –

Campbeltown: Home Care Workers
Full, part time & weekend –

vehicle is desirable.
For further information and an application pack 

please email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
or telephone: 01546 600333

All staff are subject to PVG checks (enhanced disclosure)

MIXER DRIVER

Closing date unless otherwise
stated: 22 November 2013.
To apply visit our website

Employability Manager
£39,765 - £43,487 Campbeltown (desirable) Ref: DVE00164

Systems Admin - Development Team 
(Temporary)
£23,961 - £26,187 Lochgilphead Ref: CXH00214

Local Tax Assistant (Temporary)
£15,804 - £17,264 Campbeltown Ref: CTC00184

Assistant Cook (Temporary)
£15,279 - £16,186 Eadar Glinn, Oban Ref: CMA00775
20 hours per week

Janitor/Caretaker
£15,279 - £16,186 Salen Primary School Ref: CME35272
25 hours per week

Cleaner (Part time)
£12,385 - £13,157 Campbeltown Grammar School Ref: CTF00853
11 hours per week

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Night Care Workers

CrossReach is one of Scotland’s largest voluntary social work organisations,
offering care and counselling. At , we 
provide specialist dementia care that incorporates the principles of 
privacy, choice, dignity, independence, rights and fulfilment and which 
encourages people to regain and retain the skills of living.

Making a real difference to people’s lives, you’ll work as part of a team 
providing 24-hour cover spanning all aspects of the daily routine. You 
will work on a rolling rota system including weekends.

We offer a comprehensive benefits package, including a generous 
holiday allowance. Applicants are required to have a Christian 
commitment and be able to uphold our Christian Ethos, which is an 
Occupational Requirement in terms of the Equality Act 2010. This post is 
subject to PVG Scheme Membership. 

For more information and to apply visit  or call 
01586 552568. Closing date: 21st November 2013.
CrossReach is the Social Care arm of the Church of Scotland - a charity registered 
in Scotland SC011353.

RECRUITMENT

AN OBAN man has been 
recognised for his tireless 
conservation work, taking home 
an RSPB Species Champion 
Award.

Clive Craik picked up the 
accolade at the RSPB’s Nature 
of Scotland Awards ceremony 
in Edinburgh’s Grand Sheraton 
Hotel at the end of October.

His prize was in recognition 
of his project, Saving West of 
Scotland Common Terns and the 
South Shian Tern Rafts.

Mr Craik’s seabird 
conservation project has grown 
steadily since it began in 1996. 
Four mussel rafts in Loch Creran 
have been converted for use 
by nesting terns and now hold 
one of the largest tern colonies 
in the British Isles - 600 pairs 

young in 2012. 
Fences keep the terns safe 

from their two most destructive 
predators, mink and otter. 

Funding for paddle 
steamer Waverley
THE WAVERLEY Paddle 
Steamer which brings thousands 
of passengers to Argyll every 
year has been awarded a three-
year funding package from 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The operating company, 
Waverly Excursions Ltd, will 

deal, unanimously agreed by 
councillors at last Thursday’s 
full meeting of the council. 

The Waverley brought 
26,173 people to Argyll and 
Bute between 2010 and 2012, 
contributing in excess of £1 
million to the economy.

The class of 1990 of Lochaber High School, who are all aged around 40 now, celebrated with a 
school reunion in the Alcan Social Club Fort William. The ex-pupils came from all parts of the 

country and enjoyed the evening with a disco and buffet - and a lot of reminiscing.

the town’s hotels.
Allan Morrison, 30, of 84 Station Road, Kelty, pled guilty to the 

offences when he appeared from custody at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday. The court heard Morrison was in Oban to celebrate his 
birthday with his partner when he became threatening and abusive 
in the Oban Bay Hotel.

BID4Oban backs 
Reindeer Parade
THIS year’s Reindeer 
Parade in Oban, to be held on 
November 23, will be funded by 
BID4Oban.

The annual event, which sees 
the town’s Christmas lights 
switched on, was previously 
paid for by the now disbanded 
Oban Town Centre Traders 
Association.

Following the same format 
as previous years, the parade 
through the town centre will 

dancers as well as Santa and his 
reindeer.

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
denied it only has one lighting 
engineer after taking several 
weeks to repairs lights on Oban’s 
Soroba Road.

Audrey Campbell, who 
lives on the road, repeatedly 
complained to the council about 
the lack of lighting for large 
chunks of October, saying it was 
particularly problematic given 
the amount of dog dirt on the 
street. 

However, she was told by the 
council there was only ‘one 
person who does lighting’ and 
they were working elsewhere.

Tuesday night, the council say 
it is quick at repairing lighting 
problems.

Digital age helps 
charity
MOVING into the digital age 
has helped an Oban charity 
reach a far younger audience.

The MacQueen Brothers 
Charitable Trust launched its 
Facebook page last week and 
already the online presence has 
resulted in an increased interest 
in some of the items up for sale.

Graham MacQueen, who 
runs the charity, is delighted by 
the response so far. ‘We post 
up things we have for sale and 
that’s bringing in a different 
person to the shop. Traditionally 
a lot of the visitors to the shop 
are a bit more mature, and have 
time during the day to come 
down. Younger people are 
coming in and buying things 
now because they’ve seen what 
we have online.’

Search MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust on Facebook to 

MAINTENANCE and cleaning 
has been carried out on Oban’s 
drainage system this week 

rain.
The move follows three days 

of torrential rain during which 
police were called out to manage 

were spraying water back out on 
to the road.

Motorists pushed their cars 
-

bouts on Lochavullin Road 
as the drainage system was 
overwhelmed.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 

pumping system at Lochavullin 
had been found to need main-
tenance after being inspected 
and this had been arranged for 
this week. She said a ‘drainage 
and gully cleaning operation’ 
was also due to take place this 

Lochaber High School class of 1990 reunite

Visitor fined £400 after disturbance

A spokeswoman said: ‘It’s 
not the case that there is only 
one engineer for the whole 
area – we have a small team 
who cover Argyll and Bute 
and are currently recruiting an 
additional technician. For some 

sub-contractors to assist.
‘Ninety-six per cent of all 

lighting complaints are repaired 

It added: ‘Dog fouling is an 
issue across Argyll and Bute and 
one that we take very seriously.

you see someone leaving their 
dog’s mess behind, giving the 
type of dog, the location, the 
time and any other information 
that may help.’

week, adding: ‘All drainage 
grills where open watercourses 
enter piped systems throughout 
Oban have been checked on a 
daily basis since the commence-
ment of this recent pattern of 

bad weather. Debris is regularly 
removed from the grills and col-
lected for disposal as part of a 
cyclic programme of works.’

Motorists travelling out of 
town on the Bealach-an-Righ 

were faced with a gushing 
drain last Thursday, with police 

The drainage channels on 
Dunollie Road are situated in 

responsibility of BEAR Scot-

team were called to the incident 
but stood down as it was a burst 
water main. Water continued to 
spout from the drain throughout 
the weekend.

A spokesman for Scottish 
Water added: ‘Scottish Water’s 
network was running at full 

rainfall in the Oban area. 

areas that was linked to our in-

that was not related to Scottish 
Water’s infrastructure.’

Argyll and Bute 
Council denies single 
light engineer claim

Deluge forces drain repairs and cleaning

Dr Clive Craik receiving his award of RSPB Species Champion from 
Euan McIlwraith of BBC Landward. Photo by Simon Williams Photography. 

A car struggles through the flooding on Lochavullin Road. 
16_t45flood2

The project was also nominated 
in the Innovation Award.

Those who picked up runner up 
prizes at the ceremony include 

Snapberry, a collaboration 
between Lochgilphead High 
School and SNH, in the 
Community Initiative category.

Snapberry uses photography 
to connect local school students 
with the natural landscape of 
Argyll. 

Runner up in the Innovation 
Award was the Scottish 

reintroduction of a mammal 
species anywhere in the UK. 

Inspiring
Dave Sexton, RSPB’s Mull 

of Natural Scotland, it was 
inspiring to hear about so many 
superb projects and people 
trying to have a positive impact 
on the natural world. 

and winners with links to the 
west coast of Scotland illustrates 
yet again what a stunning part of 
the world we’re lucky enough to 
live and work in.’

Oban man wins conservation award



SALARY DEPENDING ON SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE
We employ around 130 people from Campbeltown and 
the Kintyre area all of whom are dedicated to providing 
a high quality service to our valued clients.
Due to continued and anticipated growth, we are 
currently recruiting an experienced Maintenance 
Supervisor.
Reporting to the Maintenance Manager, you will carry 
out maintenance throughout the site, leading by 
example in all aspects of electrical and mechanical 
maintenance. Essential Criteria - 
• Skilled in electrical and mechanical maintenance
• Experienced in assisting in planning and 
implementing preventative maintenance plan
• Ability to read technical drawings and manuals
• Experience in supervisory or equivalent role
• Ability to communicate with people throughout the 
company
In addition to the above the ideal candidate will be 
motivated, professional and above all else, flexible in 
their approach to shift work.
To apply, please visit the careers section of our website 
or email your CV to hr@windtowersscotland.com, 
closing date is Friday 15 November 2013.

MAINTENANCE 
SUPERVISOR

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Notice is hereby given that Iona Housing Partnership 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of construction of a sea outfall at 
Port Na Muinntir:

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be in-
spected at Iona Post Office.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environ-
mental issues in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/C1662
Iona Housing Partnership

Cost
Location

Port Na 
Muinntir, Iona

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56° 19.965’N

Longitude
Co-ordinates

006° 23.252’W

£20000

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding
public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/03891/FUL South West of Kinloch
House, Morvern, Oban

Erection of run-of-river hydro
scheme with intake, buried
penstock, powerhouse,
tailrace & outfall

13/03995/PIP House Plot 2 South of
Coilleras, Wilson Way
Banavie, Fort William

Erection of house (renewal
of 06/00279/OUTLO &
10/03878/PIP)

13/03994/PIP House Plot 1 South of
Coilleras, Wilson Way
Banavie, Fort William

Demolition of existing
house and erection of new
house (renewal of
06/00278/OUTLO &
10/03879/PIP)

13/03996/PIP House Plot 3 South of
Coilleras, Wilson Way
Banavie, Fort William

Erection of house (renewal
of 06/00280/OUTLO &
10/03880/PIP)

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING DIRECTION 

ISSUED
Name, Croft, Extent/Reason, 
Conditions, Case number

Mrs J L MacFadyen
Cnoc Cul Phail, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.334 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.44323
Conditions: 3(a) & 4

Conditions

(1) Purchase area within 5 
years of the date of direction.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

Multifunctional Operator 
Temp 18 Month Contract
Full-time – 37 hours per week
Based: Mull
£14,685 - £23,145 (Band E) Post Ref: 4174

You would be required to undertake the following duties as part of the role

• Ensure all health and safety procedures are adhered to including risk assessments, 
permit to work etc

• To operate and maintain the source to tap infrastructure including calibrating 
monitors, tank levels, chlorine levels, valve operations and network maintenance 
etc. Including Service reservoirs monitoring and sampling. Operate and monitor 
all Waste Water assets in area.

• To check and record the quality of water for colour, pH, chlorine, aluminium, 
phosphate, etc. This will include effl uent from Waste Treatment Works to meet 
SEPA consents.

• To deal with customers on a front line basis to ensure resolution of quality and 
supply problems and water/waste. 

• To participate in daily plant checks and inspections of reservoirs, dams.

• To monitor network leakage and carry out repairs

• To monitor and maintain waste water pumping stations and Treatment Works,

• To ensure all information is accurately and timeously recorded for audit purposes.

• To participate in emergency cover and out of hours working to deal with all 
infrastructure problems on a standby rota system.

For further information please contact Martin Dunne on 
Martin.Dunne@scottishwater.co.uk

Please visit www.scottishwater.co.uk current vacancies section for full details on how 
to apply.

Closing date for receipt of applications is Wednesday 13 November 2013.

Trainee Sales and 
Marketing Person

Based in the Oban Branch to attain a modern 
apprenticeship and 1st Class opportunity to join 
a successful Local company.
In first instance apply in writing to;

HIGHLAND FASTENERS LTD.
Craig Darbyshire, 23-25 Stevenson Street, Oban
PA34 5NA             e-mail sales@highlandfasteners.com

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021Business
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Taxi Drivers 
Wanted

Full or part-time

Oban Taxis

Telephone 
01631 564888

Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your
local office on  or visit 

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

RECRUITMENT

The Scottish Government has announced that the date of the 
independence referendum will be 18 September 2014.

The Scottish Independence Referendum (Franchise) Act provides 
that the franchise will be extended so that those who are either 16 
or 17 years of age on the day of the referendum will be entitled to 
vote in the referendum if they would otherwise be entitled to be 

included in the register of local government electors.

The 2013 canvass will provide the basis for the 
registers to be used at the referendum

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS 
ANNUAL CANVASS

Electoral Registration Forms will be posted to every residential 
property in Argyll & Bute during the month of November, listing the 

registration details held by the Electoral Registration Officer.
Each residential property will be sent two forms: an annual 

canvass form and a young voter registration form.

Register by Freephone      , Internet      or by
Mobile Phone Text Message

Residents will be given the opportunity to use FREEPHONE, 
INTERNET and MOBILE PHONE TEXT MESSAGE to confirm their 

electoral roll details.
Details of how to do this will be on the Registration Forms.
All services will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 

throughout the canvass period and can be used by households 
where the names of the electors at the address remain 

UNCHANGED from the information contained in the forms.
It is hoped that these convenient choices for making the return will 

be of particular benefit to the housebound, people living in rural 
areas and of course busy households wanting to save time.

If there are any ELECTOR NAME CHANGES required to the details 
appearing on the Registration Forms, amendments should be 

made accordingly, and the forms must be returned by POST in the 
pre-paid envelope provided.

David C Thomson
Electoral Registration Officer

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the 
following Common 
Grazings on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Acharacle East Common 
Grazings, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart

Registration Number: CG33

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.
uk/register/home

THE GROUP leading efforts to 
bring new tourists into Argyll 
says it is determined to build 
on the foundations it has laid 
after the departure of one of its 
founders and driving forces.

Mike Story has left the Argyll 
and Isles Tourism Co-operative 
(AITC), where he helped create 
an organisation seen as an 
exemplar model of partnership 
working throughout Scotland, 
after four and a half years to 
pursue other projects.

Carron Tobin, AITC’s project 
manager who has worked closely 
with Mr Story throughout that 
time, will remain in place as the 
group moves into a new phase of 
its development.

Funding for AITC’s current 
projects is now coming to an end 
and the organisation is currently 
seeking new funds to take 
forward a ‘sustainable model for 
partnership working’.

ATLANTIS Leisure’s reputation 
as one of the world’s most 

saw a delegation from Finland 
visit the Oban leisure centre last 
week.

Residents in Oulu in the north 
of the country have started to 
look at social enterprise as a 
means to provide facilities for 
their communities after seeing 
how institutions such as Atlantis 
can inspire and empower rural 
areas.

Leading the delegation of 
25 was Anne Bland, who said 
Atlantis was the best example 
of a social enterprise the group 
had seen.

‘We want to develop social 
enterprise and there’s people 
from rural community as well as 
business with us,’ she said.

‘We have similar issues of 

departure, an AITC 
spokeswoman said: ‘Mike has 
been invaluable in establishing 
AITC. We are most grateful for 
his vast efforts on our behalf.  
Mike has worked tirelessly 
to help establish the fact that 
working together for the 
sustainable future of tourism is 
the only sensible way forward.  
Great strides have been made as 
a result of Mike’s involvement. 

‘The AITC board wishes to 
thank Mike for his contribution 
and we wish him every success 
in his future activities.

‘Helping to put Argyll and 
the Isles on the map and all the 
early days’ hard work will come 
to fruition if the momentum 
can be maintained and future 
funding secured for the ongoing 
development of tourism in 
Argyll and the Isles.’

Mr Story said he was proud 

of his achievements with the 
organisation, but said he was 
looking forward to organising 
the Homecoming Flotilla 
next year, as well as working 
on publicising next year’s 
Commonwealth Games.

‘It has been a real blast creating 
AITC and Stronger Together. 
The difference between how 
tourism was perceived in Argyll 
and Bute when I started all 
this and how it is seen now is 
amazing. 

‘After travelling over 80,000 
miles by road, rail, ferry and 
plane I have an even deeper love 
of the area than before, but it’s 
time to move on and pay some 
attention to my own businesses. 

‘I would like to wish my 
comrade in arms Carron Tobin 
all the very best going forwards.
Her behind the scenes work is 
a huge part of the success of 
Argyll and the Isles.’

Crossing the ‘Finnish’ line: delegates from Oulu travelled to Oban last week to discover how Atlantis Leisure has developed into a 
successful, well supported social enterprise. 16_t46atlantfin1

an aging population and the 

area and we are looking at 
perhaps doing things differently.

‘There is such a good 
community spirit here and what 

I think is important is it is not 
about the money, it’s about the 
social value and wealth this 
delivers to the community.’

Welcoming the delegation was 
Atlantis director Nick Wesley, 

who said they were delighted to 
help.

Great
‘It’s great to share our 

experiences and maybe some best 
practices we have discovered.  

Group pledges to 
carry on good work 

The same things won’t work 
everywhere, but some of what 
we’ve learned may be of help.’

It is hoped the visit will result 
in new links between Oban and 
Oulu in the future.

Finland
looks to 
Atlantis for 
inspiration

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01769/PP Erection of 2 dwellinghouses and formation of 
new access

Site South West Of 25 
Kenmore Cottages Bonawe 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/01954/PP Construction of run of river hydroelectric scheme Eas Dauimh Hydro 
Inverlochy Nr Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute PA33 1BB

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/02129/PP Conversion of existing balcony to create internal 
space, alterations to external finishes and access 
arrangements

The Waterfront Restaurant 
Railway Pier Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 4LW

Oban Area Office

13/02138/PP Erection of substation to serve turbines approved 
under planning permission reference 13/00612/PP

Land North West Of Barran 
Caltunn Cottage Oban 
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

13/02253/PPP Site for proposed kayaker’s facilities including 
conversion of workshop to bunkhouse, erection of 
pod style timber tents and toilet/shower/laundry 
facilities, formation of parking provision and 
installation of septic tank and formation of three 
house plots

Land North East Of Cuan 
House Cuan Ferry Isle Of 
Seil Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

13/02338/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of new 
vehicular access and installation of septic tank

Land South Of The Coalree 
Kenovay Isle Of Tiree

Tiree Area Office

13/02373/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (renewal of planning 
permission 10/01724/PP)

Site North East Of Ormsaig 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/02417/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access

Land North Of Greenbank 
Moss Isle Of Tiree

Tiree Area Office

13/02421/PP Erection of 1 no 225kw wind turbine (49.5 metres 
high to blade tip)

Land East Of Camas Nan 
Gall Toberonochy Isle Of 
Luing Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

13/02465/PP Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and erection 
of replacement dwellinghouse

Eileann Liath Caolis Isle Of 
Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77

Tiree Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk Written comments for
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote
the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02329/PP Formation of entrance door and window opening Caledonian Macbrayne Ltd 
Scalasaig Isle Of Colonsay 
Argyll And Bute PA61 7YW

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors
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blinds

mobility

stationery

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oak

skipper/yachtmaster courses

Caol K9 Training 
Lochaber’s Number 1 Dog

Training and Walking Service

Visit our website www.caolk9.com for full
details of our service. Contact Euan

Tel: 07971 853390  Email: e566@btinternet.com

Basic Training
Obedience Training
Agility Training 
Puppy Training
Dog Walking

Dog Day / Night 
Care
Home Visits
Dog Transport

pet services

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

JUG AND BOWL large 
Wedgwood washstand 
jug and bowl, white 
with blue, green & gold 
rope effect pattern on 
rim,  good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
606880.
KITCHEN CHAIR Old 
oak armless turned back 
and legs with cross bars. 
Ideal in country kitchen. 
Can send photos, and 
more available,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 720369.
LARGE COLLECTION
OF RECORDS about 50 
LPs and 20 45s. Some
pop some classical 
some Scottish. Rather
dusty,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720751.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BATH cream 
bath with separate top 
& tail basin. Oban Area,  
£7 Telephone 07564 
004237.
BABY SEAT BOUNCER
Fisher-price rainforest 
bouncer with various 
tunes, lights, vibration 
mode and movable 
animals. Good condition,  
£20 Telephone 07564 
004237.
LINDAM DOOR
BOUNCER baby door 
bouncer, padded seat 
and adjustable straps. 
Machine washable, good 
condition,  £7 Telephone 
07564 004237.
MAXI-COSI TOBY CAR
SEAT- GROUP for child 
9-18 kg (9mths-3.5 yrs) 
in superb condition. Cov-
ers are removable and 
have been laundered 
inc instruction booklet,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
710009.

BUILDING / DIY
“LADDERAX” ADJUST-
ABLE SHELVING
darkwood, 5 x 105cm, 3 
x 90cm.  Plus lockable 
cabinet,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07765 503085 
Oban.

 CHRISTMAS
OUTDOOR ROPE
LIGHTS large set of mu-
ticoloured lights showing 
Santa and his sleigh. 
Indoor/outdoor. Over 3 
foot wide. Perfect work-
ing order,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

LADIES FEATHER AND
DOWN COAT by Mango, 
with zip fastening through 
front, black, size small, 
never worn, unwanted 
present,  £45 Telephone 
07809 678443.
OVERALLS poly/cot-
ton contractors navy 
blue overalls 3 pairs 
116cm/46”,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 566224.
OVERALLS navy blue 
contractors cotton over-
alls 116cm/46” 2 pairs,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
566224.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

COMPUTER LAPTOP 
Acer, £80ono Telephone 
01631 570112 after 
6pm.
PC WORKSTATION
/ DESK brand new 
with sliding keyboard 
shelf and lower shelf. 
Top 600mm x 480mm 
x 750mm high. Com-
mercial quality, beach & 
strong frame,  £35 Tel-
ephone 01631 770698.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BEKO FRIDGE FREEZ-
ER WHITE excellent 
condition width 55cm. 
Fridge 80cm tall at bot-
tom, freezer 55cm tall 
on top. Collect from Bar-
caldine,  £49 Telephone 
01631 720751.

HAND HELD STEAM
CLEANER 1200W per-
fect for cleaning grease 
and grime or for steam-
ing away creases. As
new, still in box, 4 attach-
ments,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720751.
KRUPS NESPRESSO
COFFEE MACHINE
perfect working order,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
567043.
MICROWAVE OVEN
“Sharp” R959, jet con-
nection and grill, 900w,  
£40 Telephone 07765 
503085 Oban.
TABLETOP FREEZER
compact,  in excellent 
condition. Measures 50 
x50 x50cm. Collect Bar-
caldine,  £35 Telephone 
01631 720751.
TEBA ELECTRIC
COOKER 50cm wide, 
60cm deep cooker.,4 
hotplates and single 
oven with integral grill. 
Very good condition. 
Collect from Barcaldine,  
£49 Telephone 01631 
720751.
TRICITY BENDIX
COOKER 4 ring electric 
cooker, very good condi-
tion. Buyer to collect 7 
Dunmar Court, Oban,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
564458.

DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN WIREHAIRED
POINTER PUPS good 
working Pedigree, KC
Registered, 2 solid liver 
dogs left in litter, born 
on the 19/8/13, ready to 
go now,  £450ono Tel-
ephone 07584 053518.
YELLOW LABRADOR
PUPS one dog/one 
bitch KC registered hips 
and eye score excel-
lent. Working/extremely 
biddable pets. Ready
now.  Telephone  01880 
770745 Kilberry.

 FARMING
EQUIPMENT

TRACTOR REAR TYRE
12.4 - 28,  £25 Telephone 
01631 720414.

 FURNITURE
ANTIQUE OAK WASH-
STAND Black marble 
top,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 606880.
CHAIRWORKS RE-
CLINER CHAIR beautiful 
cream coloured leather-
ette chair on round black 
metal base. Swivels and 
reclines, excellent condi-
tion,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720751.
CHEST OF DRAWERS
Antique oak 3 large 
drawer chest good con-
dition,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 606880.
DISPLAY UNIT Ikea
glass sides and door, 
3 shelves, 300 x 300 ht 
1700,  £15ono Telephone 
07765 503085 Oban.
TELEVISION TABLE 3 
glass shelves, ht 50cm 
l70cm w50cm,  £12ono 
Telephone 07765 
503085 Oban.
VICTORIAN MA-
HOGANY DRESSING
Table, oval tilting mirror, 

2 trinket drawers, 2 large 
and 2 small drawers,  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
606880.

GARDEN MACHINERY
COUNTAX LAWN
MOWER for spares or 
repair, is in working order 
may require some TLC,  
£49.99 Telephone 07880 
720052.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

CROSS TRAINER  un-
wanted gift, used for 10 
mins, perfect condition,  
£150 Telephone 07880 
720052.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

heater, as new,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01866 844271.

LINER FOR MULTI-
FUEL STOVE approx 
3.5 Meters 150mm 316 
grade Multifuel chimney 
liner. New, surplus to 
requirements. Cost £34 
metre. Phone after 6pm,  
£49 Telephone 01631 
710521.
T PIPE & CAP  FOR
MULTI FUEL  stove, 
150mm 90 Degree Tee 
and cap,  other odd bits 
surplus to requirement, 
call after 6pm,  £49 Tel-
ephone 01631 710521.

HIGHLAND DRESS
KILT OUTFIT(S) Hand 
made 16oz heavy 
weight Ancient Mac-
Donald 13oz medium 
weight hunting muted 
Cameron of Locheil 

Prince Charlie black 
jacket and 3 button 
w/coat 46”, shoes size 
8 plus other items 
excellent condition,  
£500ono Telephone 
01475 630460 or 07961 
543705.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
SILENTNIGHT MIRA-
COIL DOUBLE mat-
tress, spare room use 
only, very clean.  Well 
sprung and supportive,  
£49.99 Telephone 07500 
716262.

HOME OFFICE
SWIVEL OFFICE CHAIR
cream designer with 
arms, heavy duty gas el-
evation satin and chrome 
spider base, seat 42w x 
40d x 58h. Cost £90 ex 
con,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 720369.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATH MIXER TAPS
SINGLE LEVER chrome, 
wall mounted ceramic. 
Brand new boxed, 
shower hose connection,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
770698.
KITCHEN CUPBOARD
DOORS as new condi-
tion high gloss kitchen 
cupboards and draw 
fronts light cream colour,  
doors in std sizes price 
each,  £8 Telephone 
07814 105042.

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

CAMPING EQUIPMENT 
-

proof rug, pans, cutlery 
etc, cool bag, mains ex-
tension cable, 7 months 
usage,  £25 Telephone 
01631 710548.
GOBI HI GEAR 4 four 
man tent, detachable 
sleeping area, 4.5ml x 
2.8mw x 2mh, only 7 
months old, good condi-
tion,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 710548.
REGATTA DOUBLE
AIR BED (small repair) 
with heavy duty pump, 
7 months old,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 710548.
WICKER PICNIC HAM-
PER brand new with 
tags. Dark brown wicker 
basket,  4 piece white 
ceramic mugs and plates 
and full 4 piece cutlery 
set,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720751.

LIVESTOCK
2 CHAR X TUPS Lis-
more.  Telephone 07801 
371225.
PULLETS Black Rock
laying pullets.  Telephone 
07776 150764 Oban.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 

of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling,
Fort William, Glencoe,
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso,
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum
and Eigg, Shetland,
Glentrool and Dryburgh.
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

MARINE
JOBE MENS SHORTIE
WETSUIT XL ideal for 
canoeing or windsurf-
ing. As new, black and 
grey with yellow inserts,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
720751.

MISCELLANEOUS
BRASS LETTERBOX

bargain,  £25 Telephone 
01631 720369.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ACCORDION 72 
Bass(Galotta) in very 
good condition and case,  
£250 Telephone 01631 
570112 after 6pm.
GUITARS two acoustic 
guitars £20 each also 
Yamaha FG365S acous-
tic guitar in solid case,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
566466.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

F R A N K
THOMAS”CARGO” MO-
TORCYCLE luggage, 
soft throwover panniers, 
£15 magnetic tank bag 
£20. Both excellent con-
dition.  Telephone 07500 
716262.
GOLF BAG Ping vgc,  
£30 ono Telephone 
01631 562148.
GOLF CLUBS left hand 
Ram driver 10.5° FX 
Series, £25 and Ram
No 3 15° FX7, as new 
£20  Telephone 01631 
562148.

 PET ACCESSORIES
PLASTIC DOG BEDS
two large plastic dog 
beds,  £8 Telephone 
01631 566466.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
OLYMPUS X15 CAM-
ERA compact size about 
10cm by 5cm. 8megapix-
els, black and silver, with 
charger and Lowepro
case. Perfect condition, 
ideal gift,  £30 Telephone 
01631 720751.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

COLOUR PHOTO-
COPYING A4/A3, single/
double sided, reduce/
enlarge, from originals, 

A4 copies from 25p. Call
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
ENVELOPES Wide 
range of sizes and col-
ours, sold individually 
or by the box. Contact
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
VARIETY OF BOXED
GAMES including Tetrus 
Tower 3D, Blokus, Trivial 
Pursuit, Risk and many 
more. £3 each or all for 
£20.  Telephone 01631 
720751.

PhotographicOrders
Any photograph printed with a code in the caption 

can be ordered from any of our offices
Only those photogrpahs shown with codes are the property of Wyvex Media and therefore eligible for this offer.

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

 WANTED
LIGHTERS - OLD AND
NEW cigarette lighters 
wanted. Cash paid.  Tel-
ephone 01866 844 220.
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636

PERSONALS

Love from all the 
family xxx

Happy 21st birthday
NIALL JORDAN!

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 

materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or 
in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 

or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

Morven Nisbet graduated in BSc (Hons) Forensic 
Psychobiology at Abertay University.  She was a 

pupil at Dunbeg Primary and Oban High School.
She is the daughter of Elizabeth and Richard Nisbet 
and granddaughter of Jean and the late Hay Nisbet.

Rosie Stevenson graduated with an HNC in Sound 
Production from Argyll College UHI.  Rosie would 

like to thank all her staff, past and present at 
Connel Village Store for their help and support 

during her studies.

GRADUATIONS

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 10 November 2013

Remembrance Day
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion.....................08.00
Sung Eucharist..........................10.15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist..........................11.00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist..........................09.30

CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTHS
MACLEAN - BRAID
- Joanne and Danny are 
delighted to announce the safe 
arrival of their daughter Aella, 
on October 14, 2013. A sister 
for Aaron and Aidan.

ENGAGEMENTS
MR R.W. DUNDAS - MISS 
S.E.GARNIER -  The 
engagement is announced 
between Ralph, son of the late 
Mr Alexander Dundas and Mrs 
Alexander Dundas, of Appin, 
Argyll, and Sophia, second 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Jimmy Garnier, of Bishop’s 
Castle, Shropshire.

MARRIAGES

DIAMOND WEDDING
MACFADYEN – WATT
– Angus and Marion were 
married on November 6, 1953 
at Kilmore Parish Church 
by Rev Ian Carmichael.  
Congratulations from Mary, 
Angus and families.

DEATHS
BARR – Lynn(Sneddon).
Beloved daughter of Tommy 
Barr, her dad, sadly passed 
away on October 26, 2013.
CAMPBELL –  (Oban/
Aberdeen). Peacefully 
at Roxburghe House on 
Thursday, October 31, 2013, 
Margaret (née Donn) retired 
nurse.  Beloved wife of 
Edwin, daughter of Annie 
and the late William Donn, 
sister of William, Lloyd and 
James.  A private interment 
will be followed by a service 
of thanksgiving at Deeside 
Christian Fellowship, 
Milltimber on Thursday, 
November 7, at 12 noon 
to which all friends are 
respectfully invited.  Family 

HAMILTON – Williamina 
(née McAllister), daughter 
of William and Margaret 
McAllister late of Port Ellen, 
Isle of Islay. After a short illness 
at the Prince and Princess of 
Wales Hospice on Saturday, 
November 2, 2013, Ina dearly 
loved wife of the late George, 
much loved mum of Alison 
and Alastair, devoted gran of 
Rachel, Ewan and Fraser, also 
a treasured sister, sister-in-law  
and aunt of all.  Ina will be 
sadly missed by all who loved 
and knew her.  Funeral Service 
on Monday, November 11 at 
Linn Crematorium, Lainshaw 
Drive, commencing 11am 
to which all are respectfully 

Donations if so desired to 
Prince & Princess of Wales 
Hospice, Carlton Place.
JAMES - Pat of Dervaig , 
passed away peacefully after 
a short illness at Mull and 
Iona Community Hospital 
on November, 2, aged 91.
Beloved wife of the late “Jim” 
James, much loved mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother.
Funeral service at Dervaig 
Parish Church on Friday,  
November  8, at 12.00 pm.

MACDONALD - Passed away 
peacefully at Lorn & Islands 
Hospital, Oban on October 26, 
2013, in his 79th year, Arthur 
beloved son of the late Donald 
and Agnes, loving brother of 
Mary, and a much loved uncle 
and grand uncle who will be 
remembered always and sadly 
missed.  A funeral service took 
place at Pennyfuir Cemetery 
on Monday, November 4.
MORTON - At Mid-Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead on 
October 30, 2013, in his 83rd 
year, Iain Morton, McCracken 
Court, Lochgilphead, formerly 
of Dunamara, Benderloch, 
beloved son of the late Jack 
and Sarah Morton, brother to 
the late Mae MacInnes and 
brother-in-law to Angus and 
uncle to John, Colin and Isobel.
Funeral service will be held 
at Ardchattan Kirk, Achnaba 
on Thursday, November 7 at 

please. Retiring Collection / 
donations if desired for Chest, 
Heart & Stroke Scotland.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BLACK-The family of Donald 
Black, Lismore wish to thank 
everyone for their kindness, 
support, cards, phone calls 
and visits following their sad 
loss. Our sincere thanks to 
all Donald’s carers, everyone 
in the Port Appin surgery, 
medical staff at RAH Paisley 
and Lorn & Islands District 

Hospital Oban. Thanks to Rev 
Robert Brooks for the heartfelt 
and comforting service at 
Lismore Parish Church and 
to Rev Roddy MacLeod 
for his Gaelic blessing. We 
would like to thank all those 
who attended the service and 
internment. Thanks to D & A 
Munn and Archie McGillivray 

funeral arrangements and 
to those who voluntarily 
assisted with transport on the 
island. Thanks to Beth and 
her team for the excellent tea 
and refreshments. The retiral 
collection for ABCD raised 
£773.15. Mòran taing dhuibh 
uile.
CAMPBELL - Leanne, Alex, 
Sarah and Joe wish to thank 
all relatives and friends for the 
kind expressions of sympathy 
extended to them by way of 
cards, letters, telephone calls 
and visits following their loss 
of Peter, a loving husband, 
son and brother. Special 
thanks to the cadets of 1730 
(Lochaber) Squadron and 
161 (1st Highland) Squadron 
for their involvement in the 
service and to our friend Rev 
Christopher MacRae for his 
compassionate support and 
comforting service, to Scott 
Greenlees and all at John 

and sympathetic handling of 
the funeral arrangements and 
to the Moorings Hotel for 
the catering. Sincere thanks 
to everyone who paid their 
last respects at the church 
and graveside and generously 
donated £1,931 towards 
National Association for 
Bikers with a Disability.
HILL - Babs and family 
wish to thank their friends, 
neighbours and family for 
their kindness and support 
upon John’s death.  Special 
thanks goes to the staff of The 
Lynn of Lorne Nursing Home 
and the doctors of Connel 
Surgery for their excellent care 
and true kindness afforded to 
John and the family during his 
long illness. Grateful thanks 
to Catriona and Hamish 
Hoey’s staff for their care 

John’s funeral.  The Royal 
Hotel staff for their hospitality 
and everyone who gave so 
generously to Alzheimer’s 
Scotland in memory of John.
MACGILLIVRAY - Joy 
would like to sincerely 
thank everyone for the kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
all the support after the loss 
of mum.  Special thanks to the 
Lynn of Lorne, all at the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William, Drs 
and district nurses at Connel 
Surgery, Catriona MacFarlane 

funeral arrangements and 
Mr Donald MacKinnon for 
a comforting service. Finally 
to all who showed their last 
respects at the church and 
graveside who contributed 
to Macmillan Cancer Care 
collection which amounted to 
£400. Many thanks to all.
SIMS - The family of the late 
Jessie Sims would like to thank 
all family and friends for all 
the expressions of sympathy 
and support on the death of 
Jessie. Also the doctors, nurses 
and care staff of The Lynne 
Of Lorne Nursing Home for 
looking after Jessie for the 
past two years.  Special thanks 
to Father James MacNeil for 
his comforting service.  Also 

and sensitive handling of the 
funeral arrangements and 
The Kings Knoll Hotel for 
refreshments and everyone 
who came to the church and 
graveside.
WHYTE - James Speirs 
1/10/13. Elizabeth and family 
would like to thank everyone 
who helped us through the 
sudden loss of our beloved 
Jim. The retiral collection 
raised £375 for the Belford 
Combined Assessment Unit.
WILSON - Donald, Joe, 
Eileen and families would 
like to thank everyone for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy on the loss of their 
mum Margaret.  Special 
thanks to Fr Andrew Barrett 
and Fr Roddy McAuley for 
the beautiful service also to 
May MacConnacher for the 

Forsyth for playing the 
organ so beautifully. Our 
sincere gratitude to our local 
doctors and all the medical 
staff in Belford Hospital and 
Raigmore. To the staff in 

loving care given to mum in 
her latter weeks. To Michelle 
MacPhee her Macmillan 
nurse for being so caring and 
always going beyond the call 
of duty. To Mike McFall for 

service and to the Laroch 
Bar for the lovely funeral 
tea. Final thanks to everyone 
from far and near who came 
to say goodbye to mum. The 
sum of £473.48 from the 
retiral collection is to be split 
between Macmillan Cancer 

Resident’s Fund.

MEMORIAMS
BLACK - In loving memory 
of a much loved husband Ivan, 
died November 8, 2012.
Time slips by and life goes on
But from my heart you’re 
never gone
I think about you always 
I talk about you too
I have so memories
But I wish I still had you
Love you always.
- Liz.
Dad - we love and miss you 
always dad.
- Vonny and Stevie.
Dad - Forever in my heart.
- Allan.
Grandad  - Love and miss you.
- Christopher and Kayla.xx
BOYD – Cherished memories 
of Nan, who passed away 
November 9, 2012.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Alasdair and family Oban, 
Aberdeen and Elgin.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of a beloved wife and 
mother, Louie, who passed 
away on November 10, 2000 at 
Kilmalieu.
Deep are the memories and 
precious they stay
No passing of time will ever 
take them away.
- Your loving family Allan, 
Catherine and Frank, Jamie 
and Claire, Amber, Iona, Katie, 
Cara and Isla.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Louie, a dear 
sister, sister-in-law, aunt and 
great-aunt who passed away 
at Kilmalieu on November 10, 
2000.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- MacKechnie family at Fort 
William, Oban, Killin and 
Balfron.
CAMPBELL - Gus. Loving 
memories of a great husband, 
dad and grampa, passed away 
November 4, 2012.
Sorely missed and remembered  
everyday
Loved always.
- Helen, Morven, Doug, 
Callum, Katie, Lorna, Gavin, 
Fiona, Fraser, Isla, Naomi, 
Gregor, Andrew, Laura, Anaru, 
Peter, Sandra, Duncan, Joanne, 
Elizabeth, Barry and Lucy.
DRUMMOND – In loving 
memory of my beloved 
daughter Mary who died on 
November 9, 2012.
Sorely missed.
- Dad and Jane.
DUNCAN - In loving memory 
of my darling husband 
Howard, who was called to rest 
November 12, 2001.
Yet though the tide still beats 
the shore
And time drifts into years
My thoughts return to you each 
day
With love and silent tears.
- Love always Chrissie x.
GALBRAITH - For Neil: they 
say “time heals”. It does not.
Since you died on November 
6, seven years ago, the pain 
gets worse each day.
- From Jill.
LOVE - In loving memory of 
a much loved husband, father, 
father-in-law and grandpa Bob, 
who passed away November 
10, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Anne and family.
MACDOWALL – In loving 
memory of Rena, a dear 
wife, mother, mother-in-law 
and grandmother, who died 
November 9, 2010.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Andrew and all the family.
MACKAY – In loving 
memory of Bertie, who died on 
November 11, 1989.
Fondly remembered every day.
Also remembering his brother 
Jack who died on November 
17, 1993.
- The MacKay families, Oban 
and Lochgilphead.
McQUARRIE - In memory 
of our beloved daughter and 
sister Rhoda, who passed away 
November 8, 2012.
We treasure all our memories
The things we shared together
And in our hearts the love we 
shared will be with us forever.
- Mum, Dad and Donna.

O’HARA - CLARK
Neil and Jennie were 
married in Oban on 

Saturday, October 19, 2013, 
in the company of close 

family and friends. A special 
intimate day was had by 

all. Heartfelt thanks to the 
Manor House Hotel.

PARKINSON - Treasured 
memories of a dear dad and 
pop, Arthur (Scouse), who 
passed away on November 12 
1990.
Softly the leaves
Of memories fall,
Gently with love,
We gather them all.
- Peggy, Alistair and family.
WHITEHEAD - In loving 
memory of our beloved dad 
Walter Whitehead, died 
November 8, 2006.
You gave us many things in 
life
Gifts both great and small
But most of all you gave us 
love
The greatest gift of all
Loved and missed always.
- Inserted by Christine, 
Alistair, Elizabeth, Michael, 
Fiona and families.
WILL - Precious memories 
of Jason, died November 7, 
1998.
Sadly missed.
- Love from all the family.

AS PART of the Year of Faith in the Catholic church, four denomina-
tional schools in Argyll and Bute collaborated on a project to create 
the children’s year of faith prayer.

Pupils at St Columba’s in Oban, St Andrew’s in Rothesay, St Mun’s 
in Dunoon and St Joseph’s in Helensburgh created the prayer for and 
with each other.

their section of the prayer and a culmination of the work was put 
together in video form by one of the parents of St. Joseph’s School.

A CAOL chippie has raised hun-
dreds of pounds for Macmillan 
Nurses - at a home baking stall.

Sammy’s Fish and Chip Shop  
proprietor Sammy Cameron was 
persuaded by his staff, daughters 
Lynne and Myleen, to organise 
the stall in aid of breast cancer 
research.

A sum of £744.40 was raised 
from produce including Sam-

my’s limited edition doughnuts.
A previous home baking drive 

raised £123.41.
Anne Mulhern, treasurer of 

local group Lochaber Together, 
which supports Cancer Research 
UK, said the cash total of £867.81 

She added: ‘Thank you all for 
your support.’

Mr Cameron said: ‘If you don’t 

know anyone affected by cancer 
you are a very lucky person. If 
I had a £1 for every person that 
said pink suited me our total for 
the night would have been in the 
thousands.’

Next Lochaber Together events 
are a race night in the Ben Nevis 
Bar on Saturday from 9pm and a 
car boot sale in Caol Community 
Centre on November 24.

RESIDENTS on the west coast of Scotland are 
being urged by older people’s charity, Royal 
Voluntary Service, to look after their neighbours 
this winter.

According to new research pensioners across 
Scotland are facing a bleak winter with little or no 
neighbourly contact and almost a quarter of over 

know their nearest neighbours.
And 14 per cent say they either couldn’t or 

weren’t sure if they could call on their neighbours 
for help in an emergency with some saying it’s 
because they hardly know them or that they didn’t 
think their neighbours would be willing to help.

Royal Voluntary Service wants to buck the trend 
of ‘keeping yourself to yourself’ and is calling on 
the public to carry out simple acts of kindness to 

support older neighbours or to become one of its 
Good Neighbour volunteers.

David McCullough, Royal Voluntary Service 
chief executive, said: ‘It takes a small change to 
make a big difference to the lives of older people 
who may not see anyone other than their neigh-
bours for days on end.

-
tion and loneliness can set in, which can have a 
serious impact on health and wellbeing.’

Royal Voluntary Service provides a Good 
Neighbours service which helps older people get 
out of the house, do some shopping, see friends or 
run errands.

Neighbour, visit royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or 
call 0845 600 5885.

Sammy Cameron, Mylene MacDonald and Lynne Nairn present Anne Mulhern, of Lochaber 
Together,  with the cheque.

Fundraising daughters are 
a chip off the old block

Be good neighbours this winter

AN OBAN teenager received the 
plaudits of Argyll’s MSP after 
racking up nearly 600 hours of 
volunteering in just 10 months.

At 18, Ryan Cook is already 
one of the most active members 
of the community, receiving two 
Saltire Awards from Argyll Vol-
untary Action (AVA) last week 
in recognition of his consider-
able efforts.

The Oban High School pupil 
and air cadet puts his hours 
down to his enjoyment for 

-
ferent groups - and says he is 
determined to keep at it.  

Asked how he attained so many 
hours volunteering in such a 
short space of time, he said: ‘Ba-
sically, the teacher would come 
and say I have this opportunity 
does anyone want to help and I’d 
put my hand straight up.  

‘It’s so rewarding being able to 
help other people, it makes such 
a difference, particularly when 
helping children with disabilities 
or from different backgrounds.’

For his efforts, he received two 
Saltire Awards from Argyll Vol-
untary Action, one marking his 
500 hours and a Summit Award, 
for outstanding contribution to 
volunteering.

Presenting the award, MSP 
Michael Russell said: ‘Ryan 
seems to have been involved in 
almost every organisation and he 
really is doing something special 
for the community.

‘He is a great example of the 
caring, motivated and conscien-
tious young people which make 
our communities and indeed our 
country so special.’

Glen Heritage, AVA chief 
executive, said: ‘He really is a 
model for other young people to 
see what he has achieved and he 
is an exceptional ambassador for 
the Saltire Awards.’

Glen Heritage of AVA and Michael Russell MSP present Ryan 
Cook, centre, with his Saltire Awards for clocking up nearly 600 

hours of volunteering in just 10 months. 16_t45avapic1

Teenager recognised as top volunteer

Argyll schools join year of faith prayer

Slideshow memories for Oban SWRI
OBAN SWRI were taken back in time with an ‘Old Oban’ slideshow 
during the October meeting, followed by a Bohemian Tea.

Bob McCulloch and Charlie Drummond showed a variety of slides 
of Oban dating from the 1900s to the 1970s, including shots of a 
youthful Queen Elizabeth II visiting the town on a wet and wild 
August day.

It was a busy night, with treble the usual number of attendees.
Thanks to Kay McDonald for the vintage china and to Catherine 

members for their delicious home baking.
Elchris MacFarlane was awarded a trophy for the most points in 

the monthly crafting competitions for the previous year.
Lyndsay Elliott, SWRI member and Oban Community Playpark’s 

squares completed for the ‘yarn-bombing’ project that is underway 
to decorate the playpark outside Atlantis Leisure with colourful 
stitched items. The Oban SWRI is inviting people to a Christmas 
Cracker evening on Tuesday, November 26, in Oban Guide Hall.

WEDDING

CAMPBELL - MCCARTHY
Sarah Louise Campbell BVMS RCVS, formerly of 
Campbeltown married William McCarthy BVMS 
RCVS at St Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr on August 
16, 2013.  They are now settled in Kirkcudbright.
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POOL

No luck for 
Athletic as 
champions 
win in Oban
‘We need more commitment from our 
main stays and experienced players ’

FOOTBALL

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£500

We have a winner!
Congratulations to B Ramsay, 
Chalmers Court, Inveraray
who has won the jackpot of £700

YOUNG Mara Lyon of 
Craignish Boat Club has just 
won a place in the National 
Junior Topper Sailing Squad. 
Alongside other Scottish sailors 
Angus Lawson, Calum Rosie 
and Anna Sturrock, the young-
sters will attend seven training 
weekends in England over the 
coming year. 

David Lyon, Scottish Topper 
Class Association Representa-
tive, said: ‘RYA Scotland and 
the National Scottish Coach 
Duncan Hepplewhite have 
done a tremendous job in get-
ting the young sailors to this 
level of competition and to 
have so many Scottish sailors in 
National Squads this year is a 
great achievement. It is down to 
all their hard work and training 
throughout the year.’ 

Delighted
SailingFast is delighted to 

have been invited to sponsor 
the Scottish Topper Traveller 
Series which will become the 
SailingFast Scottish Topper 

Traveller Series in 2014.
David Lyon added: ‘As Duncan 

coaches the Scottish topper squad 
and Emma is often supporting 
the events with their chandlery 
services, it made SailingFast the 
perfect sponsorship partner.’

Fantastic
Emma Hepplewhite, manager 

of SailingFast, said: ‘On the back 
of the fantastic Scottish Topper 
success with six Scottish sailors 
invited to the RYA GBR squad, 
we jumped at the opportunity to 
strengthen our relationship with 
the Scottish Topper Fleet. We’re 
delighted to have put together 
prizes for the 2013 series and 
to become the title sponsor in 
2014.’

She said: ‘SailingFast look 
forward to the dates being an-
nounced for the 2014 series and 
also to keeping you on the water 
whatever the weather throws at 
you.’

SAILING

Young Craignish sailor wins place in national squad

Mara Lyon in action

Mud, mud, glorious mud!
FOOTBALL

THIS was the sight that greeted 
Oban Saints last Saturday when 
they arrived at Peter Brownlie 
Park in Cambuslang for their 
Scottish Amateur League 
premier division game against 
Castlemilk.
After a quick pitch inspection 

referee Michael Auld had no 
option but to call the game off.
Saints secretary David Bucha-

nan said it was just one of those 
unfortunate things: ‘Castlemilk 
had checked the park in the 
morning and phoned to say 
everything was ok, but torrential 
rain started falling  late morning 
and by kick-off time there was 
no chance the game could go 
ahead.’
The Oban side will be hoping it 

stays dry for their Fosters Scot-
tish Amateur Cup 3rd round tie 
against Rosyth this Saturday.
The game will be played at 

Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off. 

West of Scotland AFL
Oban Athletic 2

Niaroo 5
Oban Athletic hosted league 
champions Niaroo on Saturday 
at the Oban Community Pitch, 
and will feel disappointed to 
go down 5-2 to the unbeaten 
Glasgow side.
Athletic opened the scoring 

from a well worked move 
involving Dougal Graham and 
Paul Carmichael, with the latter 
slotting home from 12 yards to 
the joy of the home support.
This was to be short-lived as a 

10-minute spell resulted in three 
Niaroo goals, two of which were 
very unfortunate on the part of 

the home side, with an own goal 
and a horrible ricochet epitomis-
ing the recent luck of Athletic.
Niaroo scored straight after the 

restart to effectively end the con-
test but Athletic again responded 
with a brilliant solo effort from 
Scott Maitland, nutmegging his 

into the top corner. 
The home support then got 

right behind their team and 
spurred them on to create plenty 
of chances, which should have  
been scored.
 However, the league leaders 

solo goal from the left hand side 
bringing the match to a close.

Manager Calum Fox said: ‘The 
effort was there, the lads took the 
instructions on board and had a 
right go at Niaroo. However I 
said to the boys that they have 
the same 16 players every week, 
and that builds partnerships, on 
the other hand we have used 
nearly 30 with players coming in 
and out every week.
 ‘We need more commitment 
from our main stays and experi-
enced players for us to progress. 
Overall though, I’m happy with 
the team.’
Athletic are home to Corkerhill 

in the league cup on Saturday.
Connel’s John McPhee will be hoping to keep up his recent good form in this weekend’s Valencia Gand Prix in Ricardo Tormo, Cheste. John finished in an excellent 

seventh place in the Japanese Grand Prix two weeks ago.  Photo: Bonnie Lane CanBe Images

IT WAS a month of medals for 
the youngsters of Oban Otters 
swimming club during October 
with gold, silver and bronze all 
to be seen.

Four members of the squad 
entered the Hamilton Graded 
Meet on October 5 in races 
ranging from 50m to 100m. At 
this meet they took home three 
medals, bronze, silver and gold 
for girls 10 to 11 years old in 

and 100m breaststroke. There 
were also personal bests (PBs) 
for many of the swimmers.

Newest members
On October 20 two of the 

squad’s newest members 
represented Oban Otters at the 
Milngavie and Bearsden Mini 
Graded Meet. They set some 

Taynuilt Shinty Club’s prize winners this season are, from left, Ryan Gillies named young player of 
the year, George Reid took home the award for players’ player and Ewan Neilson was handed the 

trophy for manager’s player. 

good times, achieving PBs in 
over half their races.

Six medals
October 26 and 27 at the Alloa 

take home six medals including 
three bronze, one silver and two 
gold in the 200IM girls 11 to 12 
years old, 100IM boys 11 to 12 
years old, 50m freestyle boys 11 
to 12 years old, 50m backstroke 
girls 11 to 12 years old, 400m 
freestyle boys 11 to 12 years old 

years old.
There were also many good 

times set, resulting in quite a few 
PBs, which they all worked very 
hard to achieve.

SWIMMING

October proves to be 
a month of medals
for Oban Otters

Part of the flooded playing surface.

WITH THE league leaders The 
Lancaster ‘A’ having to bring 
forward their clash by 24 hours 
because of a Halloween party 
in Markie Dans it presented the 
front runners an opportunity to 
apply the pressure.

Unfortunately for Markie 
Dans ‘B’ they duly obliged as a 
rampant Lancaster swept aside 
their latest opponents to cement 
their position at the summit of 
the league table.

Undefeated
On the scheduled Thursday 

night Markie Dans ‘A’ visited a 
previously undefeated Claredon 
side knowing only a victory 

their old rivals.
If Markies were feeling the 

pressure they certainly disguised 
it well as they proved simply too 

much for their hosts and join The 
Lancaster at the top, separated 
only by game difference.

Reigning champions The 
Cellar also remain undefeated 
after routing The Gluepot but sit 
two points adrift courtesy of a 
postponed match in week two.

Odds-on
Alarmingly for the rest is the 

fact ‘The Big Three’ have al-
ready opened up a gap and look 
odds-on to disappear into the 
distance over the coming weeks.

The Lochnell now lead the 

off a plucky Kelvin side, closely 
followed by The Lancaster ‘B’ 
who did just enough to merit the 
points over The Outreach.

The Lochavullin entertain 
league sponsors The Creagan 

Inn and jump up four places in 
the league standings in the proc-
ess after a one sided affair.

Week four results: Markie 
Dans ‘B’ 2-8 Lancaster ‘A’; 
The Claredon 2-8 Markie Dans 
‘A’; The Lochavullin 9-1 The 
Creagan Inn; The Lochnell 
6-4 The Kelvin; The Gluepot 1-
9 The Cellar; The Outreach 4-6 
Lancaster ‘B’.

Fixtures

7): Markie Dans ‘A’ v The 
Lochavullin; The Creagan Inn 
v The Gluepot; The Cellar v 
The Lochnell; The Kelvin v 
Lancaster ‘A’; The Outreach v 
The Claredon; Lancaster ‘B’ v 
Markie Dans ‘B’.

Scary stuff as Lancaster
maul Markie Dans
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Results

Despite putting on a 
spirited display Scots 
lose out to the Irish

THE 2013 Marine Harvest 
National Shinty Awards winners 
were announced at a ceremony 
and dinner in Inverness last 
Friday night.

The awards were presented 
by Marine Harvest’s Managing 
Director Alan Sutherland.

The winners were as follows:
Marine Harvest Coach of the 
Year - Paul John MacKintosh, 
Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest Player of 
the Year - Norman Campbell, 
Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest Club of the 
Year - Newtonmore.

League Coaches & Player 
Awards: Orion Group Premier-
ship Coach of The Year - Paul 
John MacKintosh, Newton-
more.

Marine Harvest South Division 
1 Coach of The Year - George 
Hay, Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Marine Harvest North Division 
1 Coach of The Year - Stephen 

Results 2 November 

Marine Harvest Shinty
Camogie Challenge
Scotland 3 - 4 (13)  
Dublin County 2 – 5 (11)

Marine Harvest Under 21 
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland 2 – 4 (10)  
Ireland 4 – 9 (21)
  
Marine Harvest
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland 0 – 14 (14)  
Ireland 1 – 15 (18)

Scotland Under 21 goalkeeper Robert Dunnings defending his goal from Ireland’s Brian Corcoran with 18, Michael MacKenzie Lovat 
and 17, Stephen Quirke looking on. Ireland won the game 21-10. Photo: Donald Cameron.

IRELAND claimed a narrow 
18-14 victory against Scotland 
at Bught Park on Saturday and, 
in doing so, secured the 2013 
Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurling 
International Series trophy.

Leading 24-18, and by 3-1 in 

at Croke Park, John Meyler’s 
men completed the task at a wet 
Bught Park.

Gutsy display
Nevertheless, Scotland again 

put in a spirited and gutsy display 
to cement the progress which has 
been made since the disappoint-
ment of Ennis in 2012.

‘I think everyone can see 

we are getting closer,’ said 
National Coach Drew McNeil 
afterwards.

‘I am proud of the players. 
They couldn’t really have 
given us much more over the two 
games and it was good to see the 
crowd getting into the game here 
in Inverness.

‘We did really well in the 

and I am a bit disappointed we 
couldn’t keep the ball up the 
Irish end in the second period to 
keep the pressure on.

‘However, there were lots of 
positives and lots to build on.’

In what must be a rare occur-

rence, Scotland out-hit Ireland in 
the opening half and led 11-10 at 
the break.

Pivotal to the scoreline was 
Lovat’s Kevin Bartlett whose 
strike rate for two point hits from 
the ground was 5 out of 7.

Buoyed
Those 10 points buoyed the 

home side, with Glen MacKin-
tosh getting away from the Irish 
defence to launch a single point 
over the posts on the stroke of 
half-time.

Ireland had captain Neil Mc-
Manus to thank for their distance 
hits in the opening period; the 

up onto his hurley to launch four 
single points over the posts.

Richie Hogan, back in the 
Irish side after missing leg one, 
claimed three single point strikes 
over the bar in open play, with 
Cahir Healy, Gareth Johnson 
and Darragh O’Connell doing 
likewise.

It was looking good for Scot-
land, with the series still very 
much alive.

The timing of Ireland’s goal - 
the only three-point interjection 
in the game - was cruel, though, 
as the home side chased second 
half goals.

The Irish forwards neatly 

-
selves before Patrick Maher 
of Tipperaray shot past Stuart 
MacDonald.

Bartlett leveled things again 
with another excellent ground 
hit but the visitors slowly began 
to turn the screw.

Stretch
Single pointers from McManus 

(3) and a strike each from Hogan 
and Johnson saw them stretch in 
front.

Connor Cormack of Beauly, 
impressive throughout, got a 
point for his efforts but it could 
not stop the Irish winning the 
match and the series.

‘I am proud of the players. They couldn’t really
have given us much more over the two games’

Marine Harvest National Shinty Awards
MacLean & Ian Morrison, 
Beauly.

Marine Harvest South Division 
2 Coach of The Year - Roddy 
MacColl, Kyles Athletic.

Marine Harvest North Division 
2 Coach of The Year - Graeme 
MacMillan, Lovat.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 3 Coach of The Year - Ali 
Ferguson, Lochaber.

Marine Harvest Award - Pre-
miership Player of The Year 
- Donald Irvine, Kyles Athletic.

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 1 Player of The Year - Iain 
McDonald, Bute.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 1 Player of The Year - Liam 
MacDonald, Kilmallie.

Marine Harvest North Division 
2 Player of The Year - Callum 
Stewart, Newtonmore.

Marine Harvest North Division 
3 Player of The Year - Pat Toal, 
Lochaber.

Marine Harvest South Division 

2 Player of The Year - Donald 
Wilson, Ballachulish.

Women’s Awards: Women’s 
Camanachd Association Marine 
Harvest Volunteer of the Year 
- Gemma Bell, Lovat.

Women’s Marine Harvest 
North Div 2 Team of the Year 
- Lochaber / Skye.

Women’s Marine Harvest 
South Div 2 Team of the Year 
- Dunadd.

Women’s Marine Harvest 
National Div 1 Team of the Year 
- Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Women’s Marine Harvest 
North Div 2 Player of the Year 
- Helen Lamond (Skye) & Hazel 
Hunter (Strathglass).

Women’s Marine Harvest 
South Div 2 Player of the Year 
- Megan Yuill (Dunadd).

Women’s Marine Harvest 
National Div 1 Player of the 
Year - Elizabeth MacGregor 
(Badenoch & Strathspey).

Youth Awards: Marine Har-

vest Youth Coach of the Year 
- Michael Ritchie, Newtonmore.

Under 14 Player of the Year 
- Scott MacLachlan, Inveraray.           

Under 17 Player of the Year 
- Arran MacPhee, Fort William.

Under 21 Player of the Year 
- Finlay MacMillan, Glasgow 
Mid Argyll.

Donella Crawford Award for 
Youth & Schools - Kerr Craw-
ford, Kyles Athletic.

Volunteer: William Paterson 
Salver Volunteer of the Year 
- Peter Gow, Inverness.

Referees: The Johnny ‘Ach’ 
MacRae Quaich Referee of the 
Year – Derek ‘Deek’ Cameron, 
Fort William.

Emerging Referee of the Year 
- John MacGregor, Taynuilt.

Fairplay: Fair Play Award 1 
Team Club - Lewis Camanachd.

Fair Play Award 2 Team Club 
- Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Media: Media Award - Neil 
Paterson.

Left: Oban Camanachd’s Gary Lord in action for Scotland Under 
21s against the hurlers from Ireland.

Above: Dublin’s Michelle Kelly with Scotland’s Katy Smith, 
during the Shinty/Camogie Challenge Match. Scotland 

won a tight game 13-11.

Scotland’s Shaun Nicolson moves in on Ireland’s Eoin Price.

Grim determination from Scotland’s Donald Irvine, as he goes in to tackle Derek MacNicholas.

The Scotland squad along with their coaches stand together for the National Anthem before the game against Ireland held at the Bught Park, Inverness, last weekend.

Lee Bain ignores the attentions of an Irish hurley. 
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Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 10ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 7, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.49   0.8 07.44 3.9 14.17       0.9        20.00     3.7
Fri  02.38 0.9 08.33 3.7 15.12       1.1        20.50     3.4     
Sat  03.33 1.1 09.31 3.5 16.14       1.3        21.51      3.1
Sun  04.38 1.3 10.49 3.3 17.24       1.5        23.20     2.9
Mon  05.52 1.4 12.46 3.3 18.42 1.6          **.**        *.*
Tues       01.27       2.9 07.11 1.5 14.00 3.4 19.58      1.5
Wed  02.40   3.1 08.25 1.4 14.56 3.6 21.01       1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

9
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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GOLF

YOUTH FOOTBALL
SATURDAY’S results - Blair 
Thistle 8, Under 13s 4. Neting 
for Saints were - Scot Mossman, 
Kier MacLean and Cameron 
Hill (2). Under 14s no game. 
Under 15s 4, Wishaw Central 
3 (after extra time). Scoring for 
Saints were Arik MacKechnie 
(2) and Liam Higgins (2). Al-
lander 5, Under 17s 3. On target 
for Saints were Zak Straub, DJ 
Orr and Stephen McMullan.

13s no game; Under 14s no 
game; Milngavie v Under 15s; 
Under 17s v Helensburgh.   

FOOTBALL
-

tish Amateur Cup 1st round 
- Tarbert v Yoker, postponed; 
West of Scotland Cup, 2nd 
round - Colville Park 10, 
Dunoon Athletic 1 ; Dunoon 1, 
Maryhill Black Star 6; Premier 
Division - Castlemilk v Oban 
Saints, postponed; Premier 
Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils 4, Paisley 4; Premier 
Division Two - Lochgilphead 
Red Star v Glencastle Sparta, 
postponed.

Amateur Cup 1st round 
- Yoker v Tarbert; 3rd round 
- Clermiston Star v Dunoon; 
Glenmuir Thistle v Camp-
beltown Pupils; Oban Saints 
v Rosyth; Premier Division 
Two -  Dunoon Athleic v Port 
Glasgow United; Goldenhill v 
Lochgilphead Red Star.    

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

Wolff and 
Coulthard 
team up in 
the Race of 
Champions

MOTOR RACING

RESULTS of Medal played 3 
November 1st  A.Holyoake 76  
- 6 = 70      2nd  N.Johnston 91 
–9 = 82   3rd  B.O’Neil 98 –12 
=86   C.S.S.74

Islay Golf ClubScotland’s Finlay Macrae has to deal with this challenge from Ireland’s Conor Woods durig the shinty/hurling international played at 
the Bught Park, Inverness last weekend. For more photographs and match report see page 25.

International honours for Oban rugby players

OBAN LORNE were dealt a blow towards 
their West Division 2 promotion campaign 
on Saturday with the postponement of their 

the Glencruitten pitch being waterlogged.
The Greenmachine could have moved up 

to second place with a win that would have 
looked likely with a strong squad to choose 
from and the struggling league form of visi-
tors Cumbernuald.

  Oban have no game this coming 

WHILE many home grown 
athletes prepare for the Com-
monwealth Games in Glasgow 
next year, Scots Susie Wolff 
and David Coulthard have been 

of the biggest competitions in 
motorsport, Race of Champions, 
which takes place in Bangkok on 
14-15 December.
  They will be up against some 
of the best drivers in the world 
including F1 great Michael 
Schumacher, Le Mans legend 
Tom Kristensen, four-time 
V8 Supercar champion Jamie 
Whincup and new World Rally 
Champion Sébastien Ogier. 

Held every year since 1988, 
the Race Of Champions brings 
together the world’s greatest 
drivers from motor sport’s main 
disciplines – including Formula 
1, World Rally, Le Mans, Mo-
toGP, Nascar, IndyCar, touring 
cars and the X-Games – and sets 
them free to battle head-to-head 
in identical machinery.

Oban-born Susie will be the 

part in the competition.  Susie 
became a development driver 
for Williams in April 2012 and 
for the seven years previous to 
this raced in Germany’s DTM 
touring car series.  She was the 
subject of a critically acclaimed 
documentary earlier this year, 

DRIVEN – The Fastest Woman 
in the World – which was written 
and directed by her brother David 
Stoddart – and documented her 
journey to being the only female 
in F1.

in and out of the different cars is 
going to be the real challenge. 
You need to make sure your car 
control is as good as it can be 
because you don’t have time to 
get a proper feeling for the car, 
you just get in and go.’

David Coulthard enjoyed a 
glittering Formula 1 career, tak-
ing 13 grand prix victories and 

-

times in over a decade at the top. 
He has since spent three years in 
Germany’s DTM championship 
– racing against Wolff – but last 
year he retired from full-time 
competition to focus on his other 
interests including his F1 com-
mentary for BBC television.

-
gree at the Race Of Champions, 
reaching the Grand Final at 
London’s Wembley Stadium in 
2008. 

pleasure to take part in the Race 
of Champions – and this time 
will be no exception with my 
new team-mate Susie. Our paths 
have already crossed on the 
track in the DTM and now we 
have a chance to race together 
for Team GB, or should that be 
Team Scotland.’

have been invited to represent 
Team GB at the Race Of Cham-

in the competition doesn’t bring 
any added pressure. I’m out there 
to simply do my best as a racing 
driver. I know David from our 
time in DTM together and rate 
him highly.  Any driver would 
love to be invited to compete in 
the Race of Champions; we’ll 
be up against drivers who are at 
the top of their game, so I know 
it’s not going to be easy, but I’m 
relishing the challenge. 

and you can see how close it 

hundredths of a second. Jumping 

Susie Wolff

Saturday because of the Scotland v Japan 
International. 

The next game for the Greenmachine is 
away to Loch Lomond with the next sched-
ule home game taking place on the 30th 
of November at home to in-form McLaren 
which Oban have already beaten 10-7 in the 

Training continues for the 1st XV over the 
winter on a Tuesday and Thursday evening 
from 7-9pm, all new players are welcome.

Oban Lorne ladies’ match at home to 
Morgan was also postponed. The ladies’ 
team  are away to Dundee University this 
Sunday.

Oban Lorne/Oban High U15s took on 
Hamilton College in a friendly game at 
Oban High School on Saturday. The game 
ended 24-12 to the visitors.

RUGBY

Weather wipes out weekend rugby

DALMALLY Golf Club (both 
Ladies and Gents Sections) has 
had a very successful year with 
all competitions well supported.  

The season culminated with 
the annual prizegiving.  The 
course was in good condition 
despite the dreadful weather all 
week, so the planned nine-hole 
competition took place, then 
there was a complimentary 
buffet lunch in the club house, 
followed by the Prize Giving.

-

Heather Clement; Four Seasons Salver, 

Brown/Ann Colthart; Two clubs and a 

Prizegiving held at Dalmally Golf Club

Ann Hay.

Des McNulty & Ian Richards; Doubles 

& Gary Wilson;  Matchplay Champion-
-

gal & Martin O’Keefe, William and Mar-
tin qualify for Belhaven National Club 

Tommy Gibson, Tommy beat Jim Living-

Martin O’Keefe; Ralph Boon Trophy(at 

McGillenvey; Cowan Cup(Midweek 

-

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow; Gold 

-

GOLF
Dalmally Golf Club prizewinners.

THREE Oban Lorne players 
have been given the chance to 
represent their country follow-
ing successful trials for Scotland 
teams.

Magnus Bradbury, Scotland 
18s; Donna Smith, Scotland 
Women; and Abigail Evans, 
Scotland Under-20 Women 
this week had their call-ups 

For Donna and Abigail, the real 
hard work starts as they look to 
cement a squad place.

Magnus, a former Scotland 
youth captain, is already on the 
national team’s radar as a mem-
ber of Edinburgh Rugby’s Elite 
Development Programme. 

He will play for Scotland 
against Australia Schools on 
Sunday, December 8 at Myre-

side, Edinburgh.
All-round athlete Donna has 

been knocking at the door of 
Scotland Women for some time.

She performed well at the open 
trials where her talent could be 
recognised, as selectors only 
previously watched Premiership 
games and Donna was subse-
quently penalised for remaining 
loyal to Oban Lorne, who play 

in National League One. The 
women’s team plans to play se-

allow head coach Jules Maxton 
to make her selection for the Six 
Nations Games in 2014.

Abigail has recently made the 
transition from Oban Lorne 
RFC to Premiership club Hill-
head Jordanhill to develop her 
game and skills. There will be 
two international matches with 
the U20s, full details still to be 

Oban Lorne president Dee 

endorsement of our partnership 
with Oban Lorne RFC and Oban 
High School and we are very 
pleased about this. We continue 
to promote rugby from mini 
level with a view that one day, 
like these players, you could 

country.’

RUGBY

Magnus Bradbury Donna Smith Abigail Evans
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&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

* Indoor Pool * Gymnasium * Sauna * Sports Massage

* Includes FREE Fitness Assessment and Programme 

* PLUS...a FREE Personal Training Session (not compulsory)

* PLUS...Spinning and Aqua Classes  

Carn Dearg House, 
North Road, Fort William PH33 6PP

Tel. 01397 706481

consultation is FREE so please 
contact us for an appointment

Also at
21 Argyll Square

Tel. 01631 567007
www.ainsleysmith.co.uk

Ainsley, Smith & Co.
Chartered Accountants

NOW OPEN

• Accountancy Services
• New Business 

  Advice and Support
• Taxation Services
• Payroll
• Book Keeping
• Charity Accounts 

    and Assistance

POLICE Scotland has been 
urged to address a shortfall 

maintain public counter service 
opening times in Mallaig.

Councillor Allan Henderson 
made the plea following a fraught 
meeting of Mallaig Community 
Council on Monday night, 
where it emerged during the 
police community engagement 

in the ferry port had dropped to 
just two.

According to Councillor 
Henderson, earlier this year 
Mallaig was served by four 

constable.
That number was subsequently 

reduced to three, then at 
Monday’s meeting it emerged 

young police constable, would 

division in Fort William.
A furious Councillor 

Henderson told The Oban Times:
‘This will mean we will have 

in the area.
‘Even worse than that, one of 

them is in there only for his four-
day shifts. I believe when he is 

A SHARP rise in the number of 
pre-school and primary school 
age children in Uig in north 
Skye has prompted calls for the 
village school to be reopened.

The school was mothballed in 
2010 against substantial local 
opposition when the roll tumbled 
after parents opted to send their 
children to Kilmuir or Portree.

But according to Kilmuir 
parent council member Seonag 
Henderson, a mini-population 
boom has stretched current 
arrangements to breaking point.

The contractor ferrying 
children from the Uig area to 
and from Kilmuir, she said, has 
had to buy a 16-seater bus to 
cope with demand. Previously, 

Ms Henderson says Kilmuir 
is full to bursting as the roll 
continues to spiral upwards, 
meaning Highland Council 
could be forced to build an extra 
classroom.

Also, the number of English 
medium pupils have jumped to 
14 - just one more and another 
teacher would have to be 
employed. There are 25  children 
in Gaelic Medium Education at 
Kilmuir, a total also likely to 
rise.

Such is the pressure, that the 
P1-3 class has been extended to 
P1-4, and the P4-7 class reduced 
to P5-7 to create enough space. 
Currently, 16 children are bussed 
from Uig to Kilmuir.

When Uig was recommended 
for closure in 2010, Ms Henderson 
was one of many suggesting a 
solution - namely, that Uig be 
retained for an English medium 
class and pre-school, while 
Kilmuir Primary would become 
a purely Gaelic medium school.

Spiderman looks a wee bit in 
awe of a phantom pirate and 

the Queen - but everyone had 
a great time at Kilmuir Primary 
School Hallowe’en party in Uig 
Community Hall last Thursday.

Children from the north end 
of Skye enjoyed fun packed 

activities and games including 
musical chairs, and dancing.

Organisers thank all who 
supported the event, which 

was held in aid of Kilmuir 
School funds. See our spooky 

West Highlands Hallowe’en 
round-up, page 11

their duties last Saturday to clean up the town’s 
war memorial at Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish 
Church ahead of next Sunday’s Remembrance 
Day service.

Group manager Pat McElhinney told The Oban 
Times during the clean-up: ‘I was in the Royal 
Navy and deployed to the Falklands and the Gulf 
in my time.  ‘I think it’s very important to pay 

IT WAS a day of celebration at Roy Bridge Primary 
on Friday as the school took delivery of beautifully 
crafted pens and a wooden sculpture, all fashioned 
from an old Scots pine felled by hurricane-force 
winds two years ago.

school playground for more than 100 years before 
it blew down on December 8, 2011.

Head teacher Kate MacGillivray and the local 
community were determined the special tree 

should be remembered, so professional wood 
turner Philip Dart, from Spean Bridge, was com-
missioned to produce the 18-carat gold-plated 
pens, which have barrels made from the pine.

Mr Dart also carved a stylistic sculpture using 
wood from the tree as a permanent memorial to 
the its place in village history.

Proceeds from pen sales will go towards a 
commemorative bench to be sited in the school 
playground. See full story, page 5.

AN EVENTS area in the centre 
of Fort William has taken another 
step forward after Highland 
Council awarded a contract for 
the construction and landscap-
ing of Cameron Square.

Work on the £375,000 project 
is expected to start in the next 
three to four weeks. Contractors 
P1 Solutions Limited will begin 
the main works immediately 
after the New Year.

The contract involves levelling 
Cameron Square and creating 
an amphitheatre type setting 

Roy Bridge sisters Molly, aged seven, and nine year-old Sophie Nairn from Fersit display one of the 
hand-crafted pens. 20_f45roy02

sergeants has to cover for him. It 
seems to be a complete shambles 
up there. I know the boys on the 
ground are absolutely furious 
with the way things are.’

Mallaig was also in line to 
lose its all-week public counter 
service in the police station. 

That plan has now been ditched 
in favour of a proposal to cut 
opening hours to between 9am 
and 12noon daily, but the local 
community feels that, along 

is not enough.
In a letter to Chief 

Superintendent Julian Innes of 
Highlands and Islands Division, 
Councillor Henderson said: ‘As 
councillor for ward 12 Caol and 
Mallaig, this newest proposal 
gives me no comfort whatsoever 

be a further cut in the number of 

‘As you well know the current 
force are really covering the 
whole of west Lochaber. With 
the best will in the world two 

shifts. 
‘It is also important that the 

as the Small Isles ferry does not 
arrive in until the afternoon on 
all days except Saturday, when 

He added: ‘I appreciate that 
crime has been driven down 
in the area but this is surely as 
a result of good high visibility 
policing during the past six 
months.

‘From a strategic point of view, 
Mallaig being 42 miles from 
Fort William and the focal point 
for the Small Isles and arguably 
south Skye, dictates that an 

week. 
‘I would now ask you to 

reconsider this cost driven 
proposal.’

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said a consultation process on 
public counter opening was still 
ongoing and that ‘no decision 
had yet been taken.’

He added: ‘With regard to the 

intention to reduce the number of 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Anger over 
more Mallaig 
police cuts 
Ferry port down to two officers

That, campaigners said then, 
‘would relieve accommodation 
pressure in Kilmuir Primary 
School and improve English 
medium pre-school provision in 
the area’.

Now Ms Henderson - a 
passionate advocate of Gaelic 
Medium Education and who 
has children attending Kilmuir 
- wants Highland Council to act.

She told The Oban Times:
‘They are shoving the kids into 
tiny wee classrooms at Kilmuir 
while Uig is a bigger school and 
a higher grade building. 

‘Kilmuir can’t take everybody 
- the roll is going up all the time. 
Highland Council have to look 
at this - only one or two more 
pupils and they will have to split 
the English medium class. It is 
ridiculous they have not done 
something by now.

‘Gaelic Medium Education 
should not be to the detriment 
of English medium and the easy 
answer would be to re-open 
Uig.’

She added: ‘I am a big advocate 
of Kilmuir school - it is fantastic 
- but it is not big enough.’

A council spokesperson said: 
‘The sustainable schools estate 
review (SSER) process, recently 
begun on Skye will examine all 
options. This will involve further 
consultation around local 
communities, where all views 
will be considered. 

‘The Highland Council is 

quarter of 2014.’

From left, James Porter of Royal British Legion 
Scotland Fort William branch and Bruce 

James of Royal British Legion Scotland, join 
Fort William firefighters Marty MacKenna 

(up the ladder), Lochaber group manager Pat 
McElhinney, Fraser MacDonald, watch manager 

Chris Findlay and Alan Knox at the war 
memorial. Also pictured is James’ son Lorne. 

20_f45fire01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Kilmuir Hallowe’en fun

Call to re-open 
Uig school

with new lighting, artwork and 
street furniture. Lochaber Area 
Committee leader Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan said: ‘This 
contract effectively completes 
work started in 2010 at the 
underpass and the regeneration 
of the West End.  The resulting 
increase in footfall will help to 
sustain businesses operating 
in the High Street and provide 
a much better environment for 
visitors.’

Full consultation will be carried 
out with traders and residents in 

the surrounding area to ensure 
any inconvenience is minimised 
and that access to businesses is 
maintained.

Funding for the project was 
part of the ‘shovel-ready’ alloca-
tion of £3 million awarded to The 
Highland Council from the Scot-
tish Government earlier this year. 

Work starts to re-vamp Cameron Square

Treasured tree remembered

Our crews felt that getting the memorial ready 
for next Sunday was a small way of saying thank 
you to the men and woman who have made the 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service will be holding 
a Remembrance weekend charity night at the Ben 
Nevis Hotel in Fort William on Saturday.

Entertainment includes local band The Shine 
playing live, a disco and a free buffet. 

Other events will feature throughout the night.
All proceeds will go towards the Scottish 

Burned Children Club (SBCC) and Help for 

has been raised locally for the for SBCC.
Tickets for the night are priced at £5. 
Anyone wishing support the fundraiser can 

contact Pauline Ferguson at Fort William Fire 

tickets.

spruce up town’s war memorial
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MORE than 100 people attended 
the launch of a biography on a 
legendary Ballachulish doctor in 
the village on Saturday.

Dr Lachlan Grant of 
Ballachulish: Talent and 
Tenacity traces the life of the 
remarkable medic who practised 
in Ballachulish and Kinlochleven 
from 1900 to 1945.

Author Dr Roddy Macleod 
signed copies of his landmark 
work on Dr Grant, who 
distinguished himself in 
medicine and went on to become 
a tireless campaigner for social, 
medical, political and land 
reform.

Skye-born Dr Macleod, 
who himself was the GP in 
Ballachulish from 1977 to 2003,  
spent 30 years researching the 
book . The direct descendants 
of Dr Grant, and of the Clark 
family, his in-laws, were 
present  at the hugely successful 

Boats can fish      
for longer
boats will be better off in terms 
of days at sea in 2013 than they 
have been since 2009, a meeting 
in Stornoway has heard.  

The good news that the 
minimum allocation for any 
vessel has been increased 
to 130 days emerged at the 
Outer Hebrides Fisheries Joint 
Consultative Committee (JCC) 
gathering on Friday.  

have been allocated 100 per 
cent of their effort track record 

effort now based in hours at sea 
rather than days. The committee 
also backed moves to develop 
a high-value, small scale Outer 

and support onshore processing 
and employment.

HIGHLAND Council could 
share new Inverness premises 
with the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS), NHS 
Highland and Police Scotland 
under radical proposals put 
forward by Highland Council 
leader Drew Hendry.

Councillor Hendry has 
presented the ambitious plan to 
Scottish Fire Board chairman 

Mountain bike 
stolen
A MAN’S specialised mountain 
bike was stolen from the rear 
of the Crannog Restaurant in 
Fort William sometime between 
October 14 to 19. It is black in 
colour. 

Anyone with information 
should contact local police on 

01397 702000.

A GLENCOE dentist has drilled 
his last tooth after 37 years in 
the profession - 35 of which were 
spent in Lochaber.

And as he retired last week 
from the Glencoe surgery he 
established back in 1995, John 
Roy was looking forward to a 

as his career had been.
Staff from the surgery’s new 

owners, Fort William-based 
M&S Dental Care, presented 
Mr Roy with a farewell cake and 
wished him all the best for the 
future - one without cavities or 

Mr Roy told The Oban Times:
‘I have had many happy years 
working in the area and made 
many friends. I looked on my 
patients as being my huge 
extended family. I’m going to 
spend more time in my garden - 
and more time on my three-acre 

Volunteer appeal
LOCHABER Together for 
Cancer Research UK has issued 
a call for volunteers to join the 
group.

In a public appeal, spokesman 
Adam Ramsey said: ‘Without 
you we cannot continue to raise 
awareness and funds for Cancer 
Research UK.’

For more information 
visit http://lochabertogether.
co.uk/2013/08/we-need-your-
help/, call Adam On 07887 
706100 or email info@
lochabertogether.co.uk.

Team award for 
ScotRail staff
SCOTRAIL staff who work on 
the Caledonian Sleeper have 
been named the train operator’s 
2013 Team of the Year.

They were honoured at the 
company’s second annual Your 
Recognition Awards Ball in 
Glasgow following a ballot of 
the company’s 4,700 staff. The 
service runs from Fort William, 
Inverness and Aberdeen to 
London Euston.

of the autumn have prompted 
Scottish Water to remind west 
Highland customers to protect 
homes and businesses and 
prepare for winter.

The utility company has come 
up with the slogan ‘protect your 
pipes - be prepared’ to get the 
message across.

Back, left to right, dental nurses Aileen Green and Joanne MacLeod, dentists Hamish Isaac and Rachel Short, patient liaison Gillian 
Matheson, practice manager Jillian Bruce and M&S Dental Care director and principal clinician Gregor Muir. Front, dental nurse 

Rachel MacIntyre helps John Roy put his feet up. 20_f45dentist01

croft in Glencoe village. I also 
want to help out Alastair and Ros 
MacDonald at Glencoe Heritage 
Trust and I’ll have more time 
with the grandchildren.’ 

He added: ‘I’ll being doing a lot 
of enjoying myself - and getting 
back to work on classic cars.’

M&S Dental Care took over 
at Glencoe on September 27, 
and since then Mr Roy has been 
helping out in what has been a 
smooth transition period.

Two new dentists are now 
working in Glencoe under 
M&S Dental Care director and 
principal clinician Gregor Muir.

Hamish Isaac moved from the 
Shore Street practice in Oban, 
while Rachel Short has moved 
from Edinburgh. 

Rachel, who worked both at 

Glasgow and Edinburgh after 
graduating three years ago from 
Dundee Dental School, said: ‘I 
am really excited to be here. It is 
such a beautiful place to live in 
and everyone has been fantastic, 
and the patients have been lovely. 
I am  looking forward to meting 
more of them.’

Mr Muir said: ‘It is great having 
two capable people to take over 
the reins from John, not least 

attract talented people to come 
to this area. It is an honour to 
take John’s place and we will do 
him justice by maintaining the 
standards of care he provided 
here.’ He added: ‘Hopefully 
within 12 to 18 months we will 
have an extra surgery in here.’

Other plans for Glencoe include 
an orthodontics clinic two days a 
week to cut down patients’ travel 
time, Mr Muir said.

Pat Watters. Other other bodies 
such as the Scottish Ambulance 
Service and Scottish Water 
could also be housed in the 
new hub, with each having 
their own control centre. The 
move would aim to provide the 
SFRS with their third strategic 
control room for Scotland and 

collaboratively.

Regional community 
manager Joanna Peebles said: 
‘Customers who take action 
now to heat, insulate and protect 
their properties can avoid this 
considerable headache and 
heartache. The message is very 
much that we want to work with 
our customers to ensure we are 
all prepared.’

Professor James Hunter, author Dr Roderick Macleod, Ms 
Lucy Emslie, who typed the manuscript, and Lady Kingarth at 

Saturday’s book launch. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

occasion at the Isles of Glencoe 
Hotel. The event was chaired 
by Kevin Byrne, the proprietor 
of Colonsay-based publishers 

House of Lochar.
Professor Jim Hunter CBE, who 

wrote the preface to the book, 

in seeing the biography now in 
circulation. He said it would 

knowledge of this notable doctor 
and his tireless campaigning for 
medical, social and land reform, 
and the creation of employment 
and industry throughout the 
Highlands. 

Professor Hunter was followed 
by Dr Macleod, who gave a 
summary of Dr Grant’s life, his 
family and his friends and his 
life-long vision of a national 
medical service that served the 
whole country equally. 

Dr Macleod said he hoped the 
book would stimulate interest 
in Dr Grant and go to ‘redress 

arisen - with his proper place in 
national history ‘restored and 
secured’. 

The audience were treated 
to the reading of a passage 
from the book by the editor, 

Lady Kingarth, before Dr 
Grant’s great-grandson Lorne 
MacLennan read a message 
to the gathering from Sheena 
Roddan, Dr Grant’s sole 
surviving daughter, who was 
too frail to attend. He expressed 
the whole family’s gratitude 
to Dr Macleod for all his hard 
work and research in producing 
the book. To emotional cheers 
from the audience, Susan 
MacLennan, Dr Grant’s 
grand-daughter, presented Dr 
Macleod with an engraved 
solid silver desk clock that had
once been Dr Grant’s possession, 
saying it was given as a ‘small 
token’ of the high esteem in 
which Dr Macleod was held by 
her entire family. After a brisk 
sales run, the author kept up a 
very busy book-signing session 
to round off a very special day.
Copies can be purchased through 
House of Lochar.

Dentist retires 
after 37 years
Staff bid fond farewell to John

Large crowd gathers in Ballachulish to celebrate 
launch of legendary village doctor’s biography 

Council leader’s ambitious plan to  
share new Inverness premises

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Reminder to prepare for winter
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worth £56*

Choose 3 free super size essentials.

Available until 16 November 2013.

£6.95 delivery for Hub.

New Oban High School

Site Selection Consultation –
November 2013
We would like to hear your views on the preferred site for a new high school for Oban. 
Come along to our open events to fi nd out more and share your views. There are 
information displays at Oban High School, local primary schools, Oban Library and 
the Corran Halls. Meet the team and ask questions: 

Date Time Details

Monday
18 November

7pm Consultation launch,
Oban High School

Thursday
21 November

10am – 8pm Open Event,
Corran Halls 

Friday
22 November

11.30am – 4pm Open Event,
Corran Halls

Saturday
23 November 

10am – 1pm Open Event,
Corran Halls

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

ARMISTICE Day remem-
brance services in Skye and 
Lochaber will be among 
those taking place place 
across the Highlands and 
Islands on Sunday.

In Portree, The British 
Legion parade leaves from 
the Skye Gathering Hall at 
approximately 10.40am with 
the service starting at the 
war memorial in Somerled 
Square around 10.50am.

In Fort William, the parade 
leaves Viewforth Car Park at 
10.50am marching to The 
Parade, where wreaths will 
be laid. The salute will be 
taken by Lord Lieutenant 
Donald Cameron of Lochiel 
and Lochaber Area Com-
mittee leader Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan. 

At the Spean Bridge Com-
mando Memorial, the parade 
leaves the lay-by on the A82 
at 2.50pm, marching to the 
memorial, where the service 
begins at 3pm.

PEOPLE seeking support 
from a council scheme that 
offers 95 per cent mortgages 
are being directed to a simi-
lar initiative run by the UK 
Government.

Almost 40 people have 
enquired about Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Local 
Authority Mortgage Scheme 
(LAMS). 

It offers people capable of 
meeting mortgage payments 
but struggling to save a 
deposit for a house a help-
ing hand on to the property 
ladder.

The £3million initiative, 

adopted by a number of local 
authorities, would see the 
council pay for 20 per cent 
of the mortgage, effectively 
giving people a 95 per cent 
mortgage on the same terms 
as a 75 per cent loan.

Go-ahead
But this week the council 

would no longer go ahead as 
Lloyds Banking Group had 
withdrawn from the scheme.

Now the 38 people who 
registered an interest in 
LAMS are being referred 
to a national scheme, which 

time buyers.
Council leader Dick Walsh 

said: ‘We welcome the 
scheme and look forward 
to seeing how it performs. 
Our housing team will make 
sure that people who had 
enquired about LAMS are 
made aware of the options 
available to them.’

The £3 million funding for 
LAMS had been taken from 
the council’s reserves for the 
building of a new Campbel-
town Grammar and Dunoon 
primary joint campus; the 
money will be returned to 
that fund.

Council encourages home 
buyers to government scheme

We will 
remember them

Lochwatch gets 
charity boost
A DONATION of nearly 
£2,800 by the MacQueen 
Brothers Charitable Trust 
will help LochWatch buy 
a side-scan radar and save 
lives on Loch Awe. 

Set to be mounted to the 
patrol boat, the device will 
allow the crew to navigate 
the loch regardless of fog 
or challenging weather 
conditions which limit vis-
ibility, making it easier to 
save lives.

Mobile phone giant 
defends island service
A MOBILE phone company 
has claimed there is no dif-
ference to service to the 
islands after it switched off 
a transmitter in North Uist 
- despite a host of complaints 
from Barra.

Several Orange/EE cus-
tomers on Barra have com-
plained for weeks that their 
service has deteriorated in 
recent months, particularly 
in the north of the island, 
with many different reasons 
given by the operator as to 
why their phones haven’t 
been working.

While there was a techni-
cal problem with a mast on 
Barra, which has now been 

repaired, The Oban Times 
has learned the company 
turned off a mast on North 
Uist several weeks ago - as 
it was a ‘duplicate’ following 
the merger of Orange and 
T-Mobile in 2010.

A spokeswoman for 
Orange/EE said ‘full service 
had resumed’ on Barra fol-
lowing a repair on Friday, 
but urged customers to get 
in touch if they were still 
having problems.

It says there is ‘no evi-
dence’ that switching off the 
duplicate mast on North Uist 
has impacted coverage for 
customers within the North 
Uist region.

HEAD teachers will this 
month be asked how best 
to slash £190,000 from the 
education budget before 
Argyll and Bute councillors 

But a former school rector 
has told the local author-
ity that any plan to cut its 
education service should be 
‘kicked into the long grass’.

Councillors were previ-
ously given a preferred op-
tion to make the necessary 
savings. 

But last week at a full 
meeting of the council it 
was agreed there should be 
further consultation with 
head teachers.

Bill Crossan, former rec-

tor of Campbeltown Gram-
mar and Church of Scotland 
representative at Argyll and 
Bute Council, said: ‘Since 
September’s full council 
meeting my disquiet with 
this paper has increased. 

‘I like the idea to kick this 
into the long grass. 

‘There’s no need to decide 
this immediately.’

Consultation with head-
teachers was due to com-
mence on Tuesday and run 
until November 14.

The decision to reduce 
funding to the education 
department by £190,000 
was made at the council’s 
budget meeting in Febru-
ary. 

Teachers consulted on 
Argyll education cuts 

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

A GROUP of recreational divers 
who discovered the whereabouts 
of three aircraft wreckages near 
Oban Bay have got themselves 
in hot water after raising items 
from the seabed.

The group, which included 
Oban man John Beaton, says 
it unknowingly breached the 
Protection of Military Remains 
Act 1986 by removing a machine 
gun and navigation lights from 
the wreckage of a Sunderland 
Bomber, in order to identify the 

INVESTIGATIONS are ongoing 
into how a brand new digger and 
artic lorry ended up plunging 
into the water off Tobermory 
slipway.

The accident, which saw 
ferries suspended for an entire 
day last Tuesday, happened 
while Donegal-based engineers 
Norfolk Marine were carrying 
out repair work for Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited 

Frustration over 
Tiree wind turbine 
shut down
DURING one of its most lucra-
tive periods, Tiree’s community 
wind turbine has been lying 
redundant after a power cut 
blew out vital equipment.

Tilley, which generates tens 
of thousands of pounds for 
community causes every year 
through the Tiree Community 
Development Trust, has been 
redundant since October 16 
when a voltage regulator failed. 

While SSE says it expects 
repairs to be completed this 
week, there has been growing 
frustration that the community 
is missing out.  SSE, which has 
responsibility for maintaining 
the turbine, said: ‘We will be 
working on the network again 
today and we will continue to 
liaise directly with the wind 

they can recommence genera-
tion.’

Barrier to ‘free up’ 
car park space for 
train users
A BARRIER placed at the 
entrance of Oban Railway 
Station car park is to ‘free up 
space’ for train users, according 
to ScotRail.

The equipment, which was 
installed in early October, sees 
parking free of charge for train 
passengers, whose rail tickets 
are validated before they exit.

The car park also remains 
free for 10 minutes to allow 
motorists to drop off or pick up 
passengers. But there is now a 
£3 charge for up to 24 hours of 
parking for people not using the 
train.

A ScotRail spokesman said: 
‘The barriers were installed to 
free up more parking spaces for 
customers, while still offering 
good value parking for others.

‘Before they were introduced 
last month, the car park was 
regularly full - leaving no 
space for rail users. Often this 
included people leaving cars 
there for several days on end.’

Police probe Oban 
weekend break-ins
OBAN Police are currently 
investigating whether break-
ins and thefts at two Oban 
businesses are linked.

Cash and two charity boxes 
were taken overnight between 
October 29 and 30 from the 
customer service area of 
Bossard’s Bakery. 

And between October 28 and 
30 the Seafood Temple was 
broken into and the till stolen 
from inside.

As police continue their 
enquiries, anyone with any 
information on either, or both, 
of the thefts is urged to contact 
DC Andy MacDougall on 01631 
510500.

Lucky Betty bags 
Spot the Shinty 
Ball jackpot
INVERARAY woman Betty 
Ramsay was the lucky winner 
of £700 in last week’s Oban 
Times’ Spot The Shinty Ball 
competition.

The 79 year old, who has 
been playing the game since the 
competition started, said the 
news was a ‘lovely surprise’ and 
she plans to use her winnings 
for Christmas spending.

She added: ‘I have won £25 
here and there, maybe four 
times over the years, that’s what 
keeps me going.’

UPGRADING Argyll and 
Bute’s inadequate mobile phone 
network is ‘a matter of life and 
death’ and cannot be put off any 
longer, according to the area’s 
parliamentary representatives.

Both SNP MSP Michael 
Russell and Lib Dem MP Alan 

by-side to get the investment 
required to upgrade existing 
mobile phone masts as well 
as have new ones installed 
throughout their constituency. 

Not only does the present 
situation inhibit business, 
but it impacts on tourism and 
discourages people from living 
in the area, they say.  

While the UK Government 
says it intends to spend 

Hundreds of locals ignored the chilly weather to take in a spectacular display by Pyro1 at Oban’s 
Mossfield Park on Tuesday night. It was the first time the company had returned to put on a 

November 5 show in Oban since its famous 2011 failure, which in firing all the fireworks at once 
shot Oban and Pyro1 to global fame. Thankfully, intermittent rain and chilly gusts didn’t disrupt the 

display, which was heralded a terrific success. More photos at www.obantimes.co.uk  15_t45fireworks1

£150million on eliminating some 
the country’s worst ‘not spots’, 
both politicians have called for 
the public to be involved in the 
decision-making process.

Their comments come after 
The Oban Times learned Argyll 
and Bute Council has been asked 
to respond to a consultation from 
the government’s Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport, 
which seeks to determine the 
area’s worst not-spots and the 
challenges in addressing them. 

Calling for immediate action, 
Mr Russell said: ‘The poor 
signal affects everything. 

‘It affects whether or not 
people want to live here, it 
affects tourism as people might 
not want to return to somewhere 

they can’t make phone calls and 
it affects business. It is also, at 
times, a matter of life and death 
- I have spoken to GPs who told 
me people have died because 
they couldn’t summon help.

‘I’m happy to work with Alan 
Reid, as our constituency is 
getting a raw deal. There is now 
an extraordinary digital gulf 
between Oban and Glasgow 
where, for example, I can get a 
4G signal in the city but nothing 
in Oban.

‘This has to stop.  People are 
fed up with this.  It’s been going 
on far too long. We are dealing 
with private companies and one 
of them has just had an £85billion 
windfall. This situation is wrong 
and they should be providing a 

service to their customers.’ Mr 
Reid added: ‘It is absolutely vital 
the mobile phone coverage is 
upgraded throughout Argyll and 
Bute. If tough choices have to 
be made about which areas get 
upgraded that decision should be 
taken after a public consultation 
and not with deals being stitched 
up behind closed doors.’

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokeswoman said: ‘The 
council is participating in the 

towards the National Radio Plan 

over 1,000 sites across the 
UK which have the potential 
to satisfy main criteria with 
regards to extending coverage to 
‘not spots’.’

Mobile network 
upgrade ‘a matter 
of life and death’

The machine gun removed from the seabed. 

aircraft. Responding to claims 
the dive had ‘desecrated’ a 
potential war grave, Mr Beaton 
said he only became aware of the 
error after reporting the discov-

eries off Kerrera to the Receiver 
of Wreck.

He said: ‘That particular air-
craft was in such poor condition, 
it was really just parts, so we 

lifted the items to help identify 
it.

‘With shipwrecks it is com-

of Wreck. We didn’t realise 
military aircraft had automatic 
protection.

-
asm. We are experienced divers 
who are keen on unravelling the 
history of things in the sea. 

‘But from now on we will 

be sticking to taking video 
and using other non-intrusive 
methods.’

The items have not yet been 
returned to the sea, as the divers 
are currently taking instruction 
from the Receiver of Wreck and 
related government agencies.

They also maintain the discov-
eries were important for Oban’s 
history. 

‘There are six or seven aircraft 
lost in this area, so in our efforts, 
and our ignorance, we hoped to 

Divers in hot water after raising wreck items from seabed
help to narrow this down,’ Mr 
Beaton added. 

Mr Beaton works at the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS), which had 
no connection with the dive, 
although it is carrying out its 
own research in the area.

A spokeswoman for SAMS 
said: ‘SAMS respects all pro-
tected sites and does not condone 
the illegal removal of artefacts 
from such sites.’ 

(CMAL). The lorry, which 
belonged to a sub-contractor, 
was recovered later on Tuesday 
evening but specialist recovery 
equipment had to travel from 
Stirling to pull out the JCB.

This was completed late on 
Wednesday night and a dive 
survey took place the following 
morning with no damage 
visible.

A spokeswoman for CMAL 

said: ‘CMAL’s head of civil 
engineering has been in 
discussion locally with the 
skipper and port supervisor 
and they are both happy that 
access to the ferry is safe. 

‘CMAL would like to thank 
everyone for their co-operation 
and understanding during the 
recovery operation and apologise 
for the inconvenience that has 
been caused.’

Investigations continue into cause of 
digger and lorry slipway plunge

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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TWO YOUNG South Uist 
men who brought 233 grams 
of cannabis back from London 
were cleared of drug dealing 
at Oban Sheriff Court after an 
expert witness admitted the 
quantities could have been for 
personal use.

Michael Walker, of 2 Beinn 
Mhor Cottages, Halmore, 
and Perry Mendez, of 2 Cal a 
Bhaig, Lochboisdale had denied 
possession of the class B drug 
with intent to supply.

The court heard last 
Wednesday that the two men 
were intercepted at Oban Ferry 
Terminal on August 22 this year 
by police, as they attempted to 
reach their home island.

Walker, aged 17, and Mendez, 
aged 23, each had a jar of herbal 
cannabis, one containing 103.7 
grams and the other containing 

AN OBAN barman has proven he knows 
his Riordans from his Ronaldos – becoming 

competition.
Roddy Morrison, who pulls pints in Aulay’s 

Bar, scooped £2,500 in the Pub Challenge 
app, a football quiz open to players across 
the UK.

Roddy topped the leaderboard for 
September by answering the most questions 
correctly and scoring the most points 
– proving he really knows his football.

The 36-year-old, who has been behind 
Aulay’s bar for almost nine years, said he 
was ‘chuffed’ and planned to spend his 
winnings on a holiday.

The free mobile app was designed by 
Sky to encourage viewers into their local 
Sky Sports venue to create a ‘match-day 
atmosphere’.

It also includes a season prize of £20,000 
to the person who gains the most points 
overall. ‘That is a good incentive to keep 
going,’ added Roddy.

TWO HEBRIDEAN islands 
have been designated as a 
conservation area for a rare 
type of native bee following a 
campaign by one islander to 
protect the species.

Andrew Abrahams has spent 
the past eight years convincing 
legislators that the black bee 
should be protected and his 
persistent lobbying has resulted 
in the Scottish Government 
passing the Colonsay and 
Oronsay Black Bee Conservation 

AN OBAN woman is awaiting 
trial accused of assaulting a 

punching him on the head as 
well as kicking him.

Jacinta Black, 18, is further 

arrest and shouting and swearing 
in George Street. She denies all 
charges.

Her co-accused Paul 
Carmichael, 26, pled guilty 

breach of the peace in the same 
location.

The pair, both of 10e Miller 
Road, Oban, appeared from 
custody at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday. 

Carmichael is expected to be 
sentenced on December 10, when 
Black will next appear. Her trial 
is scheduled for January 8 next 
year.

Dalmally Show.
Darren Clark, of 10 Millbrae, Bunessan, 

pled guilty to shouting, swearing, acting in 
a threatening manner and making racist and 
homophobic remarks when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

The court heard police spoke to the 17-
year-old about his behaviour and warned 
him not to go into the show dance around 

Eoin McGinty said Clark then approached 
the police constable and swore at him, 
blaming him for not being allowed into the 
dance.

Mr McGinty added: ‘He continued in this 

accused was arrested. He challenged the 

you live’ this continued all the way back to 

said: ‘Mr Clark is 17 and shouldn’t have 
been drinking at all. This night is another 
symptom of Mr Clark’s immaturity.

‘My mother is fond of a Scot’s saying 
‘when the drink is in the wits are out’. With 
the drink in, Mr Clark lost his wits on this 
occasion. He is not by nature either racist 
or homophobic but what he did was morally 
reprehensible.’

AN OBAN man has been sent 

assaulting his former partner 
during a drunken row.

James Hendry, of 5 Combie 
Court, admitted injuring the 
woman, when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week, 
by repeatedly striking her on the 
head with a loudspeaker.

The 32-year-old also pled 
guilty to punching the woman 
and placing her and another 
woman in a state of fear after 
he shouted, swore and uttered 
threats of violence at them.

Defence agent Martha Rafferty 
said both Hendry and his then 
girlfriend had been drinking 
since 10am on the morning of 
September 7 and it was the early 
hours of the following morning 
when the incident happened.

She added: ‘Mr Hendry has 
expressed great remorse. He is 
very, very embarrassed about 
it. He has little recollection of 
events.’

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘This was a disgraceful incident, 
absolutely disgusting. You were 

you assaulted [the woman].
‘You have a previous record 

which indicates you have twice 
been before this court for assault 
to injury. In all the circumstances 
I really have no alternative but to 
impose a custodial sentence.’

Man jailed 
for assaulting 
girlfriend

Pair appear 
from custody

Roddy Morrison knows his football. 

police discovered the men had 
travelled to London and paid 
£1,200 for the drugs. Mendez 
told police the drugs were for 
personal use, while Walker made 
no comment during his interview 
at Oban Police Station.

During the trial the Crown 
called on drugs expert Detective 
Constable John Hose, of Police 
Scotland’s Statement of Opinion 
(STOP) Unit. 

McGinty that the amount of 
drugs seized would suggest they 
were intended to be sold on, 
adding that the two quantities 
combined would be typical of a 
quarter kilo deal worth around 
£1,300, taking into account 
regional variations. 

He said: ‘You couldn’t buy that 
kind of deal from a guy on the 

street. No-one would carry that 
amount on them for a street deal. 
It is too much. 

‘You would have to know 
somebody who could get that 
kind of deal.’

He added: ‘I would consider 
anything over 56 grams, or two 
ounces, would be for onward 
supply.’

However, when asked by 
Sheriff Douglas Small to clarify 
his position on whether the drugs 
were for selling on, Mr Hose said 
it was possible that the quantities 
of drugs were for personal use.

At that point in proceedings, 
Mr McGinty informed the 
sheriff he was no longer seeking 
a conviction and accepted both 
pleas of not guilty.

he pled guilty at an earlier court 
date to possession of cannabis.

Preferred site 
for new school 

Roddy sure knows his Riordans from his Ronaldos

THE PREFERRED location for 
the new Oban High School is 
an area of the current site along 
with land behind the Tweed Mill, 
Dalintart and Glencruitten.

The site was named as the top 
ranked option at a full meeting 
last week of Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The proposal, along with 
the other four shortlisted 
options, will now go to a public 
consultation. 

The choice of sites has 

options. 
The other four options, which 

are not deemed to be suitable, are 
land at Glen Shellach near Argyll 
College, the existing school and 
land behind the Tweed Mill, 
Dalintart and Glencruitten and 
land near Park Primary School 
and Pennyfuir Cemetery.

Oban High School Parent 
Council was informed of the 
proposals at a meeting last 
Monday night.

Chairwoman Nicky Campbell 
said: ‘Parents feel very positive 
about the prospect of having a 
new school but the sites provide 
individual challenges. 

‘There was some discussion 
about the preferred site and pros 
and cons of each of the other 
four sites. 

‘The town is being offered the 
prospect of a new school and 

with that - I have not been aware 
of any negative opinions. It is a 
positive move for the town of 
Oban.’

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
the council’s education 
spokeswoman, added: ‘We are 
keen to hear what local people 

think about the preferred site for 
Oban’s new high school.

‘I am looking forward to 
attending the consultation 
launch on Monday November 
18, where there will be lots of 
ways for people to contribute 
their opinions. 

‘I would encourage everyone to 
come along to one of the special 
events, take time to look at the 
information that is available and 
let us know what they think.’

The launch of the consultation 
will be held in Oban High School 
on November 18 at 7pm. There 
will also be open events in the 
Corran Halls on November 21, 
22 and 23. 

The consultation closes on 
Sunday December 8 with the 
results reported to the council as 
soon as possible for a decision to 
be made. 

Oban court clears South 
Uist pair of drug dealing

Order, which comes into force 

The Order will prohibit the 
importation of any bees which 
are not ‘apis mellifera’, the pure 
and disease-free strain of black 
bee, 50,000 of which Andrew 
looks after on the island. 

Andrew, who has been keeping 
bees on Colonsay since 1976 
when he succeeded Neilly 
MacNeill, said: ‘The number one 
reason I fought for this Order 
was for genetic conservation.

‘We don’t know what is around 
the corner in terms of climate. 

‘The black bee doesn’t produce 
as much honey but it is hardy and 
can cope with the harsh weather. 
It is the bee equivalent of the 
Blackface sheep. I am delighted 
with the Scottish Government 
decision. I have been a lone voice 
for the past eight years; I have a 
pile of folders that goes from the 

‘But the more the door was 
being closed in my face and the 

more I got the run-around, the 
more I tried.’

Islands and mountains are the 
only places where native black 
bees have survived catastrophic 
events such as disease and mites, 
which wiped out 90 per cent of 

of them in 1992.  
Leading Scottish beekeeper 

Eric McArthur said the 
Colonsay and Oronsay reserve 
would become ‘a Mecca’ for 
beekeepers worldwide.

Islands win conservation status for rare type of bee

WIN!
A Christmas hamper

£500!
worth Courtesy of Tesco, Oban. 

Start collecting 
tokens today

The Oban Times is giving 
readers the chance to 
win a fantastic Christmas 
hamper worth a 
whopping £500! 

This could be a helping 
hand towards your 
Christmas 
shopping or 
a present to 
yourself for 
being good 
this year.  Just 
imagine being 

able to put even more 
Christmas presents under 
the tree for your friends 
and family to 
enjoy.

To enter, simply collect five tokens – here is token one. Token two will be printed 
next week, November 14 and so on. Full details on how to send 
in your tokens in The Oban Times, December 5. 

TOKEN
ONE
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DECEMBER 2013

THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 

BITE BACK
WHY I HATE
COUNTRYFILE   

FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE

PETER MCRABBIT: 

BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

Claire Macdonald’s 

Christmas recipes

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 

OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

31/10/2013   10:59:24

DECEMBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Christmas fare

OFC-OBC_SFWS.indd   1

FREE INSIDE
Festive

Food & Drink 
supplement

Claire Macdonald’s Christmas recipes
Dunblane Dreaming - Judy Murray on 
why her home town is special
Jack Vettriano: Our 
greatest living artist?
From Peebles to the 
Whitehouse

of unbeatable 
Xmas Gift ideas
of unbnof unno
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INDOOR FOOTBALL

SHOOTING

Leisure stay on top 
of Ali Young League

‘Back country 
gathering’ at 
Nevis Range

SKIING

get their

FOOTBALL

Big shots at 
Glenfinnan

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

GLENFINNAN Gun Club held 
its autumn shoot on Saturday 
with heavy rain prevailing 
throughout. There was a turnout 
of 21 guns.

Trophy winners: First compe-
tition, John MacLeod Memorial 
Shield - Willie Wilson; second 
competition, Duncan Stoddart 
Memorial Quaich - Donald 
MacCuish; Local Shield, David 
MacDonald Shield - Andrew 
MacLeod; High Gun for 
the day, Joe MacLeod Cup 
- Donald MacCuish; ladies 
prize, McDonald Brothers 
bouquet - Jean Mathewson.

Amanda Henderson gets to work on the ‘smoothie bike’ as LSA directors 
Christine Falconer, Jane Blanchard and Alastair MacIntyre lend support. 

20_f45lsa02

Graeme Bamber, centre, and Amanda Blackhall, behind, take up position near the front of the field heading over the road bridge at 
Old Inverlochy Castle. 

LOCHABER Leisure remain 
three points clear at the top of 
the Ali Young indoor football 
league after a 4-2 win over With 

Nevis Centre on Sunday night.
Goon Squad kept up the chase 

in second spot courtesy of their 
3-0 defeat of Caol Cosmos, 
Portowcy move up to third 
following an 8-4 victory over 
The Janis B Team.

Caol United slipped to fourth 
after they could only draw 3-3 
with  AFC Distillery.

win of the season by beating 
Ali Young 3-0 in the bottom of 
the table clash, while Kentallen 
came out on top in the south 
Lochaber derby with a 4-1 win 
over Ballachulish.

Team           Pts
Lochaber Leisure           15
Goon Squad           12
Portowcy           12
Caol United           11
The Janis B Team            9
AFC Distillery            8
Ballachulish            6
Caol Cosmos            6
Kentallen            6
HWE Energy            3
With Ourselves            3
Ali Young            0

-
aber Building Supplies ten-pin 
bowling competition at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William Alleycats 
remain the leaders in the scratch 
division with 23 points. 

Rock and Bowl are in second 
place on 20 points with Bandits 
in third place on 19 points. 

Second and third place teams 
Rock and Bowl & Bandits played 
each other this week and shared 
the points with Bandits running 
out 3-2 winners. 

In the handicap division Ban-
dits are the new leaders on 20.5 
points after beating previous 
leaders Rock and Bowl 5-0 who 
now drop to third place with 
16 points. Alleycats move into 
second place on 18 points.

The top individual scratch 

ever pre-season ‘back country 
gathering’ on St Andrew’s Day.

The November 30 event 
will bring in experts to lead 
workshops on ski-ing off piste 
and accessing back country 
terrain, as well as on techniques 
and gear.

Sessions on transceivers 
and avalanche rescue, as well 
as basic rope work will also 
feature.

Presenters will include 
Graham Moss of the Scottish 
Avalanche Information Service, 

Range Snowsports School and 
Kenny Biggin, whose new 
book, Scottish Offpiste Skiing 
& Snowboarding: Nevis Range 
and Ben Nevis, is due to be 
published later this month.

FORT WILLIAM take on 
Inverurie Locos in high spirits 

the season to jump off the bot-
tom of the Highland League.

The priceless 3-2 away victory 
at Keith has worked wonders 
for team morale - and now Fort 
boss Danny Conlon can’t wait 
to see how his side performs at 

Locos.

provide a stern test - but Conlon 
is sure his troops will be up to 

boosting exploits.
He told The Oban Times: 

game. But we will take great 

hopefully we will have a slightly 
stronger squad as Iain MacLen-
nan and Gordy McCarroll will 
be back.

‘Keith was a massive win. We 
have been a bit unlucky this sea-
son - especially in away games. 

A GLENCOE climber scaled the heights in the men’s 
dry-tooling competition at the inaugural Festival of Ice 
at the Ice Factor in Kinlochleven on Saturday.

Ewan Rodgers claimed third place by clambering up 
the vertical wall by hooking his ice axe on resin holds 
in a similar way to outdoor winter climbing on rock 
and ice.

or out. The competition had 60 top-notch entrants from 
all over the UK, from professional climbers to lesser 
known winter warriors. 

Ice Factor spokesperson Conor McCarthy said: ‘All 
in all the event was a great success and so far the week-
end has raised close to £2,000 for the charity Climbers 
Against Cancer. 

‘We are hoping to run it again next year and are look-
ing to make it bigger and better. It was a great weekend 
which was enjoyed by competitors and spectators 
alike.’

We could have picked up points 
at Rothes and Huntly and were 
extremely disappointed not to. 

was the best I had seen us play-
ing, but on Saturday everything 
just fell into place.

‘We received a lot of negative 
stuff after the Wick result on 
social media - and I was disap-
pointed with that because it was 
all from people who did not 
know the full story.

‘We changed the system 
slightly at Keith because we 
were missing Mackie (Iain Ma-
cLellan] and Gordy and brought 
in Duncan Campbell, who is 
Oban-based. 

‘He has not played a lot of 

he is working really hard on his 

option up front.’
On the minus side, Conlon will 

be missing Sean Grant through 
work commitments for the 
Locos game, with Darren Quigg 
another possible absentee for the 
same reason. Skye-based Jack 
Robson will also be out through 
injury.

Conlon added: ‘We are a 
side that is a work in progress 
and hopefully we can go on to 
strengthen the squad, which will 
make a massive difference.

‘Success breeds success - more 
people want to come and watch 
us, more players want to play for 
you and more sponsors want to 
support you.’

Against Keith, Fort were on 
the wrong end of a harsh penalty 
decision early on but keeper Rob-
bie Donaldson ensured justice 
was done when he saved Andy 
MacAskill’s spot-kick.

Keith took the lead on 22 
minutes through an unfortunate 
own goal by Fort centre half 

visitors levelled through Duncan 
Campbell and the burly forward 
made 2-1 on 65 minutes to kindle 

McCulloch equalised for Keith 
but the Fort would not be denied 
and Iain Foggo grabbed the win-
ner to earn his side a deserved 
three points.

‘We received a lot of negative stuff 
after the Wick result on social media 
- and I was disappointed in that’ JOHN BINNIE and Amanda Blackhall 

-
letic Club (LAC) man and woman home in 
Eddie’s Half Marathon on Sunday.

John completed the winding, undulating 
course round Fort William in a time of 1hr 
24m 15s to take seventh place overall in a 

LOCHABER Sports Association found a 
novel way to raise cash for its youth support 
fund last week - making fruit smoothies by 
pedal power.

The special ‘smoothie bike’ provoked curi-
ous stares in Morrisons’ foyer in Fort William 
- but it did the trick in churning out tasty fruit 
cocktails.

LSA committee directors Jane Blanchard, 
Christine Falconer and Alastair MacIntyre, 
along with West Highland Wheelers’ cyclist 
Amanda Henderson also boosted the strug-

a throw.
The cash drive follows last week’s report in 

The Oban Times that the fund was facing clo-
sure unless more volunteers come forward.

Ms Blanchard said the fund was ‘broke’  
because it had supported so many sporting 
youngsters over the years.

She also warned it would be a ‘tragedy’ if 
the grant scheme could no longer help around 

in 1hr 34m 03s for sixth place in the wom-

17th overall in 1hr 28m 22s.
Robert Gilroy of Ronhill Cambuslang 

Harriers broke the tape to win in 1hr 09m 
21s, over a minute ahead of Benjamin 
Hukins of the same club.

Sarah Leibnitz of Inverness Harriers AAC 
won the women’s event in a time of 1hr 24m 

58s. The race is run annually in memory of 
Fort William taxi driver Eddie Campbell, 
who competed in the Ben Nevis Race no 
fewer than 44 times from 1952, winning 
three times, until his life was tragically cut 
short by cancer in 1996.

ATHLETICS

‘Smoothie bike’ raises the cash

20 young people under 25 annually with kit, 
training and travel costs.

She told The Oban Times: ‘The money is 
raised by the community for the community, 

a member of Lochaber Sports Association to 
gain from it.

‘It is available to all young people aged 
under 25 in Lochaber, but what we really need 
is a couple of local businesses to support this 
fund each year. That is the only way we can 
continue it in the long term.

healthy workforce in the future.’
She added: ‘The fund covers every sport 

from shinty to ski-ing, from sailing to boxing 
and everything in between.’

LSA raised £300 on the day and got two new 
volunteers for future projects.

YOUTH SUPPORT FUND

game this week came from Pam 
Weller of Alleycats with 169. 

Pam also had the top two-
game scratch series of 317. 
The top handicap game of 227 
was bowled by Gary Cowan of 
Likely Lads. Gary also had the 
top two-game handicap series 
of 428.

Alleycats had the highest 
scratch team game of 600 and 
the highest two-game scratch 
team series of 1095. 

The highest scratch average 
is now held by Pam Weller (Al-
leycats) on 158 followed by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) on 155 
and Stewart Duncan (Rock and 
Bowl) on 148.

Alleycats stay on top
TEN PIN BOWLING

Ewan Rodgers in action at the Ice Factor on Saturday.

CLIMBING

Lochaber athletes do well in half marathon

Ice and easy does in at Kinlochleven

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 10ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 7, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.49   0.8 07.44 3.9 14.17       0.9        20.00     3.7
Fri  02.38 0.9 08.33 3.7 15.12       1.1        20.50     3.4     
Sat  03.33 1.1 09.31 3.5 16.14       1.3        21.51      3.1
Sun  04.38 1.3 10.49 3.3 17.24       1.5        23.20     2.9
Mon  05.52 1.4 12.46 3.3 18.42 1.6          **.**        *.*
Tues       01.27       2.9 07.11 1.5 14.00 3.4 19.58      1.5
Wed  02.40   3.1 08.25 1.4 14.56 3.6 21.01       1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

9

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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