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WIN £1200
with this week’s Spot the Shinty Ball

Leader Ed dreams of 
a slow boat to Iona

THE FINEST VIEWS ON THE WEST COAST...

Jail for drunk 
patient who 
threatened staff
A MAN who threatened 
to shoot accident and 
emergency staff who 
were treating him at 
Lorn and Islands Hos-
pital has been jailed for 
two-and-a-half months.

Alexander Barr, aged 
48, whose address was 
given as Room 1, Solas, 
Albany Street, Oban, 
pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court to a verbal 
assault and breach of the 
peace at the hospital on 
October 13.

Police arrested the 
drunken Barr in Sta-
tion Square and took 
him to the hospital to be 
examined.

But when a nursing 
sister tried to assess him, 
he began shouting and 
swearing and said: ‘Why 
do you want my blood? 
Are you a f******g 
vampire?’

A doctor came to ex-
amine Barr and was told: 
‘I’ve got a Beretta. I’ll 
shoot you.’

Defence agent Laura 
Russell explained her 
client was disappointed 
and embarrassed to hear 
the evidence against 
him.

‘His level of intoxica-
tion was such that he has 
no recollection of events 
or the words he used. 
There was no malice 
intended and certainly 
no intention to carry 
out his threats. He was 
extremely disappointed 
to hear he treated medi-
cal professionals in this 
way’

Jailing Barr, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said: 
‘This type of behaviour 
is not acceptable at a 
hospital.  These people 
are there to help you and 
should not be subjected 
to that kind of abuse.’

ARGYLL pipers took 
the top three placings at 

Piping Championships, 

championship for solo 
players.

At Blair Castle, in 
Perthshire, on Saturday, 
Benderloch’s Angus 
MacColl won the event 
for the third time, 
adding to victories in 
1995 and 2006, and 
was followed by last 
year’s champion, Stuart 
Liddell from Inveraray, 
in second place, while 
Campbeltown’s William 

third place overall.
Angus’ victory comes 

after he led Oban High 
School Pipe Band to 
world championship 
glory and the ‘champion 
of champions’ title this 
summer.

‘This is probably my 
best year in competitive 
piping,’ said Angus. 

‘I was so proud of 
the band this year and 
it was great to win the 

The invitation event 
sees the world’s 10 best 
pipers compete in a 
March, Strathspey and 
Reel and a Piobaireachd, 
with the best aggregate 
score taking the overall 
title. Angus said: ‘I was 

pleased with how the 
two performances went 
and that’s all you can ask 
for.

‘I was delighted that 
Stuart and William were 
also in the top three. I’ve 
said so many times before 
that piping in Argyll is 
really strong; Stuart has 
done extremely well with 
Inveraray and District 
Pipe Band too.’

Angus topped the 
standings in the 
Piobaireachd, ahead of 
William, and was second 
in the March, Strathspey 
and Reel behind Stuart.

Angus also praised 
fellow competitor 
Faye Henderson, of 
Kirriemuir, who, at 
18, was the youngest 
player to compete 

championship. Faye also 
made piping history in 
Oban this summer as the 

Argyllshire Gathering 
gold medal.

On Sunday, the 
equivalent competition 

place, with Nicola 
Auchnie, Turriff heading 

Second was Maggie 
Adamson, Shetland 
followed by  Graham 
MacKenzie, Inverness.

Glenfiddich Piping Championship winner 
Angus MacColl, right, with runner-up Stuart 
Liddell.

Argyll pipers sweep 

world championships

A BLAZE at an Oban hotel was 
swiftly brought under control 

weeks at the Columba Hotel, 

male toilets during Monday 
afternoon. All residents were 
evacuated from the building to 
the North Pier car park.

damage to the male toilets and 

smoke damage to rooms above 
the entrance lobby.

Tommy Keay, Oban station 

have been much worse.
‘When we arrived on scene 

there were still two people in the 
building who were immediately 

‘We had two appliances in 
attendance at the scene. Six 

entered the building under 
the watch command of Ian 
MacInnes.

electrical fault on the ground 

for two-and-a-half hours.’
One witness said they could 

see smoke coming from the 

A spokesman for hotel owners 
McKever thanked David 

Fitzsimons, from the Regent 
Hotel, for help during the 
two incidents, but declined to 
comment further.

were called to the Columba, 

Terrace in Oban. 

a hand held extinguisher to put 

Town centre hotel rocked by second blaze

Switch to digital television passes with few problems
THE switch to digital 
television has passed without 
serious setbacks in the Torosay 
transmitter region, with almost 

no problems reported.
Digital UK say that their 

advice line was unusually quiet, 
taking about 130 calls - less 

than one per cent of the affected 
population. Engineers also 

retuning the Mull transmitter 

or any of its relays. Shops were 
busy selling digi-boxes and 
digital-ready televisions, but 
there was no great rush.

School closures ‘not a 
done deal’ parents told

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

THE decision to consult on the 
possible closure of 26 rural and island 
schools was deferred for three weeks 
at a special meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council.

to reassess facts within school closure 
proposals, in a bid to correct any 

And parents were assured: Closures 
are not a done deal.

The executive director for education, 
Cleland Sneddon, gave an absolute 
assurance to children that they will 
not be forced to travel for more than 
45 minutes to their new school. Any 
such school would immediately be 
excluded from the threat of closure. 

He also said schools would be saved 
‘if there were reasons to keep them 
open that were drawn out from the 
consultation process.’

included travel times to school, safe 
routes to school, roll numbers and 
capacity.

Campbeltown’s Councillor Donald 

Kelly, of Argyll First, said: ‘These 

How were they put forward as fact?’
Mr Sneddon responded: ‘Documents 

were compiled through consultation 
over a number of months. 

‘Yes,’ Mr Sneddon agreed, ‘There 
is additional information needed, the 
parents who have come to protest 
outside the council chambers have 
proved there are many more questions 
to be answered, but these proposals are 

More than 100 parents, children and 
other supporters protested outside 
Kilmory Castle where the meeting was 
held.

Many councillors thanked parents for 
coming, as they were able to hear their 

Councillor Neil McKay, from Oban, 
said: ‘It is interesting to be discussing 
these issues with the voices of children 
protesting about the closure of their 
schools.

that all safety aspects have been 
considered before we ask children to 
make long journeys.’

Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ McIntosh, 
from Oban, added: ‘Children from 

the Island of Luing will need to travel 
on a 38-year-old boat. It was out of 
commission last year for 15 weeks. 
When the boat is away for its MoT, 

carry only 12 passengers. 
‘This alone will take us out of the 

parameters of transporting children laid 
down by the Scottish Government.’

He also highlighted the situation at 
Barcaldine School.

‘This school is doing what it was 
designed for – teaching children to the 
highest standard. If we do not listen to 
our communities then we are failing 
our responsibilities as a council.’

Mull’s Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
said she was given assurances that the 
transport department would reassess 
routes to school. 

She said: ‘I want a guarantee that 
staff will make a physical assessment 
of the roads on Mull.’ 

Councillor Roddie McCuish, deputy 
spokesman for transport, said road 
gritting schedules had already been 
prepared for the next three years and 
changes would have cost implications, 
which had not been factored into £1.9 
million savings.

The council’s head of education, 

Carol Walker, said: ‘We transport 
children every day and safety is always 
of utmost importance.’ 

However, she also stated the council 
had no statutory obligation to provide 
transport for pre-school children. 

Council leader Dick Walsh said the 
controlling group of SNP and Alliance 
of Independent Councillors had 
decided to take an ‘agreed approach’ 
to moving forward with the school 
proposals.

Bringing a motion before the 
executive, he said: ‘It is the intention 
to carry the meeting on until November 
25.’  

He said this was in order to gather 
more information about the facts in the 
proposal documents. 

He said: ‘After speaking to parents 
we need to be sure of the plans we 
have.’

Mr Sneddon said: ‘Today has shown 
the council is listening to parents and 
communities, those who have come 
here today or those who sent one of 
many hundreds of emails received by 

Carol Walker added: ‘These closures 
are not a done deal. I would like assure 
parents of that.’

Reaction from around Argyll - page 4 • Parents’ ‘SOS’ - page 5 • Letters - page 6

Protesters turn out in force for crunch meeting

Protesters from schools in all parts of Argyll make their feelings known outside the council offices in Kilmory on Tuesday.  06_a45sch01



2 NEWS Thursday 4 November, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-

selling weekly newspaper in the 

Highlands and is distributed via 

1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Manager
Fiona MacInnes

fmacinnes@obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Euan Paterson

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Louise Lee

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Chief Reporter
Marian Miller

mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Christine McCartney

cmccartney@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Advertising

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142

Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Person
Rhona McKillop

adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Person
Fiona Bennett

fbennett@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Person
Vanda MacDonald

vmacdonald@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Edel Kenealy

ekenealy@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Person
Margaret Freytag

adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Reporter
Steven Flanagan

sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Deputy Editor
Stuart Laundy

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

THA CUID AIR A BHITH a’ bruidhinn bho chionn 
bhliadhnaichean air caomhnaidhean a ghabhadh dèanamh 
nan tigeadh Comhairlean còmhla ann an rianachd 
sheirbheisean poblaich. Ach tha luchd-poileataigs 
ionadail leisg dad den cuid cumhachd a chall, agus cha b’ 
annas mar sin nach robh gluasad sam bith air a’ chùis.

Ach mu dheireadh thall, tha Comhairlichean a’ 
tòiseachadh ri aideachadh gur dòcha gum bheil ciall 
an seo, agus tha a’ chiad iomraidhean  a’ nochdadh air 
ìre nan caomhnaidhean a dh’fhaodadh tighinn às. A rèir 
aon eisimpleir ann am meadhan Alba, tha milleanan ri 
ghleidheadh le dìreach beagan co-obrachaidh eadar 
trì Comhairlean, agus cha b’ iongnadh ged a bhiodh 
daoine a’ faighneachd carson a b’ fheudar feitheamh ri 

a chomharrachadh, gun iomradh air a chur an gnìomh! 
Tha fhios gur e dleastanas riaghaltas ionadail na dùthcha, 
mar a tha fìor dhan roinn phoblaich gu lèir, an luach as 
fhèarr fhaotainn à ionmhas; agus seirbheisean poblach a 
lìbhrigeadh aig a’ phrìs as fheàrr. Carson ma tha, a rèir 
coltais, a tha sinn uile air a bhith a’ giùlain chosgaisean 
rianachd, air na seirbheisean sin, a tha cho fìor àrd seach 
mar a dh’fhaodadh iad a bhith? Am bheil sinn air a bhith 
a’ pàigheadh fortan airson riaghladh ionadail nach eil a’ 
toirt dhuinn an luach as fhèarr aig ceann cùise?

Tha còrr air dà fhichead bliadhna bho mhol Coimisean 
Wheatley dreach ùr air riaghaltas ionadail Alba agus 
chaidh Comhairlean Sgìreil a stèidheachadh ann an 1975 
a’ cruthachadh riaghladh dà-shreath.  Naoi bliadhna 
deug an dèidh sin,  thàinig Comhairlean aon-shreath le 
gealltanas air siostam a bhiodh nas cunntachaile; nas 
èifeachdaile;  agus a bheireadh an luach a b’ fheàrr. Bha 
an saoghal air atharrachadh arsa Rùnaire na Stàite, Iain 
Lang.

Uill tha mòran air atharrachadh ann an Alba bho 
1994 cuideachd, le Riaghaltas na h-Alba fhèin mar an 
eisimpleir as fhèarr buileach. Agus theagamh gum bheil 
suidheachadh an ionmhais dol a ghluasad chùisean gu 
sùil às ùr eile air siostam riaghaltas ionadail na dùthcha. 
Carson nach biodh foghlam na h-Alba ga riaghladh à 
Dùn Eideann? Carson nach biodh ann ach aon Fheachd 
Poileas is Sheirbheis Smàlaidh a’ frithealadh Alba gu 
lèir? Deagh cheistean ’s dòcha, ach a’ coimhead air ais, 
tha e inntinneach fhaicinn nach robh aonta idir air na 
suimean mòra a chosg an t-atharrachadh mu dheireadh; 
gun ghuth air ìre nan cosnaidhean a chailleadh. 

WHY has it taken a national funding crisis for Scotland’s 
councils to recognise the potential scale of savings 
achievable from inter-authority partnerships? 

Voters might well ask whether ‘best value’ has had the 
priority it merits among elected members? This funding 
squeeze will almost certainly create new arrangements 
and economies, and there is a logical progression which 
might suggest a new local government structure in 
Scotland. Much has changed since 1994 when the single-
tier structure was introduced but it is worth remembering 
that such change costs a great deal of money and jobs!

Ailean Caimbeul  
    (Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Torosay Castle sale casts doubt over Mull Railway future
MULL Railway has hit the 
buffers. 

With uncertainty over the 
ownership of Torosay Castle, 
the railway’s operating 
group said it was ‘with some 
regret’ services have been 
suspended.

The narrow gauge railway, 
working out of Craignure, 
takes passengers on the short 
2km journey between the 
port and Torosay Castle.

Mike Bettridge, chairman 
of the board of directors, 
said: ‘The sale of the castle is 
putting the long term future 
of our railway in question, 
as we do not know whether 
there will be a destination 
for passengers to travel to in 
the future.

‘We are unable to prepare 
any meaningful timetable 
for 2011.

‘We are looking at every 
possibility for the railway. 

Islanders bid to protect 
vulnerable sand dunes
AN INNOVATIVE project to halt 
erosion at the most vulnerable area 
in the Western Isles will begin this 
weekend.

On Saturday, islanders on South 
Uist will work to reinforce dunes at 
Kilphedar in an attempt to keep the 
waves at bay before winter weather 
begins to bite.

sand dunes until marram grass 
can take hold is being piloted 

Kilphedar. 
Old nets, which can no longer be 

from a net-cleaning station on the 
island.

In addition to the launch of the 
dunes project, residents are also 
being invited to a meeting to discuss 
the next steps in tackling the impact 

of climate change on the island. The 
meeting, which is being organised 
by Oxfam Scotland, will be held at 
St Peter’s Church Hall at 6pm on 
Sunday November 7. 

It is the latest in a series of 
community meetings which have 
sought to address the impact of 
climate change in South Uist. 

The meeting will assess the 
progress at Kilphedar and will 
welcome suggestions for the next 
phase: reducing the impact at 
Smercleit.

Representatives from Coastal 
Adapt, Storas Uibhist, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Sustainable 
Uist and the Amenity Trust are all 
expected to attend. 

There will be presentations from 
Jim Boyle, of Oxfam Scotland, and 
Alasdair Allan, MSP for the Western 

Isles. Mr Allan said: ‘The impact of 
climate change in South Uist isn’t 
going away. 

‘The fact that people in South Uist 
are already taking proactive steps to 
address this issue is something that 
deserves recognition. 

‘More than that, however, it 
highlights the need to keep this 
issue on the political agenda. 

‘Over three days, I will be visiting 
sites in Kilphedar where people 
locally are taking steps themselves 
to stabilise dunes and provide 
protection from the sea. 

‘I will also meet people who have 

and get a chance to speak with 
a number of common grazings 
committees from throughout the 
island to hear their views on ways 
forward.

‘South Uist faces a major problem, 
but I think this weekend’s events 
prove it has an active community 

these.’ 
Sarah Watson, Climate Change 

Campaigner with Oxfam Scotland, 
added: ‘It’s heartening to see the 

an innovative and sustainable 
solution.

‘Small adaptations can make a 
big difference - in Scotland and 
abroad.’ 

According to research by the 
University of the West of Scotland, 
South Uist can expect warmer and 
wetter springs and autumns and 
drier summers by 2030, while the 
Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency is predicting a 37cm rise in 
sea levels by 2080.

Record numbers of barnacle geese 
recorded at Islay RSPB reserve
the skies over Loch Gruinart 
on Islay, with record numbers 
of barnacle geese dropping 
into the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
nature reserve.

Goose counts take place 
regularly at Loch Gruinart 
and staff have now recorded 
28,072 barnacle geese, much 
higher than the average 
count of around 20,000 birds 
and the highest number ever 
recorded at the reserve. 

The geese, which breed in 
Greenland, have travelled 
2,000 miles to Islay and 
may well have been waiting 
at staging points in Iceland 
for favourable winds before 
attempting the last leg of 
their journey. They came 
into the reserve in a matter 
of hours and some will have 
further to travel to their 
wintering grounds on Tiree 
or Ireland.

James How, RSPB Scotland 
senior site manager at Loch 
Gruinart, said: ‘The speed 
at which the birds arrived at 
the reserve was really quite 
staggering. We literally had 

of birds and then thousands. 
It’s an amazing spectacle 

seeing them come in and 
the sound of 28,000 geese 
all calling to each other is 
incredibly atmospheric.

‘The reason they come here 
is that they’ve got a huge 
area of grassland to feed on 
throughout the winter and 

on Loch Gruinart make a 
perfect disturbance-free 
refuge and roost site.’

Barnacle geese, known as 
‘barnies’ by birdwatchers, are 
small geese with distinctive 
black and white markings 
and a call like a yappy dog. 

They’ve been joined at 
Loch Gruinart by more than 

600 Greenland white-fronted 
geese as well as small 
numbers of pink-footed and 
Brent geese. At least six 
native Canada geese have 

that have travelled all the 
way to Islay from the United 
States rather than part of the 
introduced UK population. 

This is one of the few 
places in Britain that these 
vagrant birds can be regularly 
spotted.

Visitors to Loch Gruinart 
can witness the goose 
spectacle for themselves 
from the RSPB visitor 
centre.

Barnacle geese at Loch Gruinart. 
Picture courtesy of Michal Sur.

Agreement on Luing patient cover
ISLANDERS on Luing have 

emergency evacuations from 
the island.

The ongoing saga over 
how to remove patients out- 
of-hours was resolved when 
NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Council decided to 
reinstate the former service.

This means that the costly 
expense of scrambling an 
air ambulance will be used 
only as a last resort, with 
the Argyll and Bute ferry 

ambulance used to move 

Jamie McGrigor, 
Highlands and Islands 

ISLAY Ales has won a major 
industry award for its ‘Single 
Malt’ ale.

The Campaign for Real 

Ale awarded the best bottled 
beer prize to the business, 
which is based at Islay 
House Square, Bridgend, at 

the Ayrshire Beer Festival in 
Troon.

brewed in 2005.

‘Single malt’ ale scoops CAMRA award at Ayrshire Beer Festival

South Uist education 
specialist’s new role
A SOUTH Uist woman has 
been appointed to one of the 
most important positions in 
Gaelic education.

Mairi MacMillan will 
take up the post of  Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig’s education and 
learning director later this 
month.

Mairi, who has been 
working with Learning and 
Teaching Scotland (LTS) 
since April 2009, will lead the 
team delivering the Bòrd’s 
education policy, advise the 
Scottish Government on 
Gaelic education and work 
with local authorities and 
organisations to achieve the 
Bòrd’s aspirations. 

She succeeds Rosemary 
Ward, who left the Bòrd at the 
start of the summer to take up 
a new post with Comhairle 
nan Leabhraichean.

John Angus MacKay, 
Ceannard (Chief Executive) 
of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, said: 
‘We all know how important 
this post is in terms of Gaelic 
education and there are many 
challenges ahead, whether 
that be by encouraging 
and supporting parents or 
working with other agencies 
in all the activities which are 
so important throughout the 
Gaelic community.’

Mairi said one of her 
key aims is to build on her 
experience working with 
LTS Scotland.

‘Crucially, however, I will 
be seeking to develop our 
support mechanisms for 

parents to encourage and 
enable them to make the 
most of the opportunities 
available through Gaelic 
education.

‘Local authorities and the 
Higher Education sector are 
also key delivery agents and 
I will be working closely 
with them to maximise 
the opportunities which 
are available through the 
Curriculum for Excellence 
changes.’

In a varied career, Mairi 
has worked in special needs 
in Kent, pre-school delivery 
in Australia and with a 
number of local authorities 
throughout Scotland, 
including Argyll and Bute, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
and Aberdeen. 

She was a principal teacher 
in Condorrat Primary 
School, North Lanarkshire, 
before taking up her position 
with LTS Scotland.

New challenge - Mairi 
MacMillan.

Artists’ Macmillan boost
A TIREE artist and her son 
have been invited to supply 
paintings for the annual 
Macmillan Nurses cancer art 
exhibition which is expected 
to raise more than £100,000 
for the charity.

Their work will go on sale 
along with 700 paintings, 
sculptures, glass and 
ceramics at the 26th annual 
Macmillan 84 Committee 
Art Show which has so far 
raised more than £2million 
for cancer support.

Patricia Sharp, who 
recently opened her art 
studio and gallery at Caoles 

on Tiree to the public, and 
her son Graeme, also a 
successful Scottish artist, are 
both graduates of Glasgow 
School of Art and members 
of Paisley Art Institute. 

Prestigious
Patricia is also a member 

of the prestigious Glasgow 
Society of Women Artists.

She said: ‘It is a privilege 
to be involved once again 
with such a good cause.’

The fund-raising exhibition 
opens on November 15  and 
runs until November 27 
at M&Co in Inchinnan, 
Renfrew.

Concern that vital route 
will go ungritted again
A ROAD vital to residents 
on Mull may go untreated 
during the coming months.

There was a major outcry 
last winter when the route 
between Salen and Dervaig 
on the B8035 was left 
ungritted, leaving elderly 

access to shops, doctors or 
transport.

However, Argyll and Bute 

route will not be part of the 
regular scheme this winter.

Island councillor Gordon 
Chalmers said: ‘Last year 
there were various accidents 
which happened on Glen 
Bellart Road, between Salen 
and Dervaig, as soon as the 
frost came.

‘It would be detrimental if 
once again the road was not 

on the regular schedule for 
treatment.’

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokeswoman said: 
‘Three gritting  vehicles on 
Mull cover the Tobermory 
to Dervaig, Tobermory to 
Craignure, including the 
A884, and Craignure to 
Fionnphort routes.  Winter 
treatment on Mull will be 
carried out in line with our 
winter maintenance priority 
list.

‘The priority list is under 
review for 2010-11 and will 

maintenance schedule begins 
at the end of October. 

‘We already know the Glen 
Bellart Road will not be 
treated as part of the priority 
two route as was the case in 
previous years.’

Residents fear scheme 
would destroy spring
A DECISION on whether 
or not to approve the 
construction of two holiday 
homes on the Isle of Lismore 
will be made after a local 
hearing.

A total of 27 letters were 
submitted to Argyll and Bute 
Council objecting to the 
plans by the trustees of the 
Rev J A Fell for Port Muluag, 
which would see the ruins of 
two dwellings removed.

Locals are concerned 

religious importance 
would be destroyed by the 
construction, while the 
establishment of an access 
road would destroy an 

ancient spring known as 
Tobar na Slainte, reputed to 
have healing qualities and 
frequented for medicinal 
purposes until the mid 19th 
century.

There are also concerns 
that the character of the area 
would be damaged by the 
buildings.

The application has been 
recommended for approval 
by planners, but the 
councillors decided that the 
volume of representations 
per head of local population 
was such that the matter 
merited a local hearing.

The date of the hearing is 

Being in Craignure has made 
it an incredibly busy line. 

‘We carry more than 27,000 
visitors a year, 70 per cent of 
whom are day trippers to the 
island.

‘We have looked into 
selling our assets, which as 
a going concern are worth in 
the region of £400,000, but 
will be valued at considerable 
less if they are to be broken 
up and sold.

‘We would consider 
moving the railway 
somewhere else, but perhaps 
the train’s whistle wouldn’t 
be tolerated on Iona. We pay 
our staff, therefore a new site 
has to be somewhere that 
would attract a large number 
of visitors.’

David Adams McGilp, 
VisitScotland regional 
director, said: “We are 
extremely disappointed to 
hear of the closure of the 

Isle of Mull Railway.  The 
railway and Torosay Castle 
are key visitor attractions 
on the island and we hope a 

suitable buyer for the castle 
is found soon.’

Island councillor 
Gordon Chalmers said: 

‘This is disastrous for 
Craignure. Everything 
is complementary in the 
village.’ 

The late David James, father of the current Torosay estate owner, embraced the 
idea of the rail link to Craignure in the mid 1970s.

ConservativeMSP, has 
been at the forefront of the 
islanders’ campaign for the 
resumption of the service.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘I am 
delighted that Argyll and 
Bute Council and NHS 

able to come to an agreement 
to reinstate the former service 
for out of hours ambulance 
provision for Luing. 

‘I have long argued that 
the previous system, which 
was a common sense and 
practical approach that had 
served Luing residents well 
for 30 years, was the most 
appropriate in terms of 
patient safety and cost to the 

taxpayer. I pay tribute to my 
constituents on Luing who, 
quite rightly, have fought 
hard to see the best out-of-
hours call-out provision for 
their island. 

‘I hope that this service 
is very rarely required to 
be made use of, but I know 
it is of real comfort to my 
constituents.’

Alison Robertson, 
chairwoman of Luing 
Community Council, said: 
‘We are delighted with the 
news.

‘It is good that everyone 
has worked together to 
provide the best outcome for 
islanders.’
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Sheriff proves as 
good as his word

Visitor fired air rifle 
at Taynuilt pier

Chef fined for 
drunken assault

RCN ‘reluctantly’ 
backs ward merger

Carpet fitter 
damaged cell

Birthday bash 
ended in court

Surgery offers different kind of check up

A slow boat 
to Iona would 
suit leader  

Architect Euan Geddes was at the open day to explain his design choices for the 
European Marine Science Park. 08_t45sams01

Science park unveiled at open day
RESIDENTS in Dunbeg were shown how 
the new European Marine Science Park will 
sit within their community.

Representatives from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, the agency behind the 
development, unveiled a model of the 
complex as part of an open day last week.

Based at the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) site, the science 
park features three large business units 
sitting alongside a new teaching block, 
parallel to Dunbeg beach.

The development’s architect, services 
engineer and project manager joined 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise staff at 
the open day, staged at the SAMS centre, to 
answer questions.

Concerns included public access to 
recreational land and the beach, but architect 
Euan Geddes said the development had been 
designed to be sympathetic to the needs of 
the local community.

 ‘There will be no fences or gates on or 
around the development, allowing easy 
access to the site. 

‘There will be two new paths that lead 
directly to the beach and another that leads 
to the castle,’ he said.

He explained that the business units would 

be situated quite far apart ensuring views of 
the landscape are protected. The height of 
the business units – two-and-a-half storeys – 
has also aroused concern among residents.

Gwyneth Neal, chairwoman of Dunbeg 
Community Council, said objections had 
been made about the new complex being 
larger than the original SAMS building, 
which is one-and-a-half storeys high.

‘I think that people feel reassured that they 
will have access to the beach. However we 
are surprised at the height of the buildings,’ 
she said.

Sue Gledhill, head of transformational 
projects and partnerships at Highland and 
Islands Enterprise, said: ‘We arranged the 
event so people could come along and see 
what the development will look like in real 
terms.

‘We appreciate that local people have 
concerns over access in particular and were 
pleased to offer reassurance.’  

Construction of phase one of the science 
park, which aims to create high quality 

expanding and inward investing companies 
with a focus on marine science, marine 
energy and related support, is due to start 
next month. 

BY THE time The Oban 
Times caught up with the 
Labour Party’s new leader, 
Ed Miliband, he had been 
interviewed, for two days, 
by the great and good of 
Scottish journalism.

He had been pushed and 
cajoled on the relevancy of 
the party in Scotland saying 
‘We are only party offering 
an optimistic future for the 
nation.’

He had been asked about 
school closures in Argyll: 
‘We would defend the right of 
rural schools to remain open 
as they are a vital part of the 
countryside infrastructure.’ 

Not to mention his well-
publicised opinions on the 
spending review, devolution 
and Mr Clegg’s smoking 
habits.

So, offered 30 minutes of 
Ed’s precious time, how 
about something completely 
different?

In a bid to get beyond the 
political, we asked him 
where he would like to go 
on a Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry - and who he would 
like to take with him. 

Ed decided to take someone 
he loved, someone from 
history and someone from 
his childhood with him on a 
trip to Iona.

‘I am not an experienced 
sailor and I haven’t been to 
this part of the world before. 
But from what I have seen 
on my train journey to Oban 
it is quite outstanding. It 

would like to bring Justine 
and my family on holiday. 
She wasn’t able to come up 
to Oban with me this time as 
any minute now she is about 
to have our second baby.

‘I think Justine would like it 
here as it has it all: the peace, 

A MAN who appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court on three 
complaints has been sen-
tenced to a total of 182 days 
in prison.

Norman Lindsay, aged 48, 
whose address was given as 
23E Shuna Terrace, Oban, 
appeared in court from cus-
tody on a deferred sentence, 
having pled guilty to two 
charges of breach of the 
peace and a charge of as-
sault and obstructing police.

In sentencing Lindsay 
Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘You can’t say I didn’t tell 
you what would happen if 
you re-appeared in court.’

The sentence was back-
dated to August 23, when 
Lindsay was taken into 
custody.

A CHEF who assaulted a 
man in Oban’s Croft Road 
by repeatedly punching him 
on the head says he has no 
explanation for the offence.

Michael Duncan, aged 17, 
of 17A Glencruitten Drive, 
appeared on a deferred sen-
tence at Oban Sheriff Court 
in relation to the assault, 
committed on September 26 
last year. The court heard 
Duncan had not been of 
good behaviour during the 
deferred period, having 
committed a breach of the 
peace on January 15 this 
year. Defence agent Stephen 
Macleod said his client had 

alcohol at the time of the as-
sault and had no explanation 
for the incident.

of £450.

A 20-year-old who assaulted 
a man after being told to 
leave a party has been or-
dered to complete 63 hours 
of community service.

Simon Avni, of 5G Colon-
say Terrace, Oban, appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court on a 
deferred sentence, having 
pled guilty to the assault, 
which occurred on July 25 
last year while he was on 
bail for another offence.

Avni was told to leave a 
birthday party at Corran 
Brae when he punched the 
victim on the face, caus-
ing swelling and a bleeding 
nose. Sheriff Douglas Small 
also placed Avni on proba-
tion for a year.

Conference went 
without a hitch
POLICING the Labour 
Party Conference was trou-

The event, held in Oban 
over the weekend, brought 
more than 1,000 people to 
the town, yet no trouble.

A police spokesman said: 
‘The conference from a 
policing point of view went 
off without a hitch.’

-
aged his cell wall after be-

Torquhil Telfer, aged 24, 
of Frithard, Connel Road, 
Oban, appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on a deferred 
sentence, having pled guilty 

Oban, with co-accused Tho-
mas MacIntyre, aged 29, 
of Room 2, Solas, Albany 
Street, Oban, and to damag-
ing a cell wall by punching 
it on June 19.

MacIntyre will appear 
on a deferred sentence on 
November 15.

A VISITOR to Taynuilt 

admitting shooting an air 

the old ferry terminal in the 
village.

James McMullen, aged 
22, of 19 Madison Avenue, 
Glasgow, pled guilty at 
Oban Sheriff Court to the 
offence on July 22.

McMullen was seen shoot-
ing targets at the pier by a 

the police.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

tranquillity, the scenery and 
so many new and interesting 
things to do. 

‘We are not used to getting 
out and about on boats. It 
is certainly something we 
would like to do.’

Moving onto someone 
from his childhood to take on 
the trip, Ed said: ‘My father 
Ralf would be the person 
from my childhood I would 
have aboard the boat. David 
and I had an interesting time 
growing up with him.

‘He was forced to move 
to Britain as a refugee from 
Belgium in 1940.

‘He was a regular visitor 
to the east coast of Scotland, 
based in the Firth of Forth 
on HMS Valorous during 
the war. He served with the 
Royal Navy during the war.’ 

HMS Valorous was used 
in the D Day landings in 
France.

‘My father was a student 
of politics and went on to 
be a lecturer in the subject 
at the London School 
of Economics and at the 
Roosevelt University, 
Chigago.

‘He would be the only 
one with any knowledge of 
sailing so would be good to 
have on a trip to Iona. He 
would have plenty stories to 
tell our little group.

‘From history, I would like 
to take Nelson Mandela. I 
have always admired him 
and I was delighted to have 
once shaken hands with 
him.

‘A trip to Iona with him 
would be quite something. I 
would love to learn from him 

and hear of his experiences. 
Against all adversity, when 
he was in prison, he never 
once gave up on a fairer 
society – neither will I.

‘Nelson Mandela is the 
most amazing, extraordinary 

He is an inspiration to me 
– his character, spirit and 
forgiving nature. 

‘He even offered a hand of 
peace to his captors. I would 
hope to bring that to political 
life in Westminster and in 
devolved parliaments.’

Ed decided to take his 
small group to Iona where 
John Smith, a former Labour 
leader, is buried. 

He said: ‘I would like to 
experience this island. I 
have heard so much about 
it from political friends. I 
have always wanted to go 
there. Hopefully sometime 
soon we can get back for a 
peaceful holiday. I know 
John [Smith] certainly 
enjoyed the anonymity of 
being on the island as part of 
the crowd.’

Ed said he would drink 
white wine with his guests 
and, at a push, he would 
maybe serve mojitos to his 
guests as they danced on the 
White Sands of the Monks 
to the sounds of Duke 
Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald 
and maybe even some ’80s 
cheesy pop ‘as long as no 

And with that, time was up. 
It was back to the politics of 
the day as Ed was called to 
speak to BBC Breakfast on 
the future of policing. 

But before he went he said: 
‘That is the best interview I 
have done since I came into 
post.’ 

Maybe he says that to all 
the papers!

THE ROYAL College of 
Nursing has ‘reluctantly’ ac-
cepted the need for change 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban.

Plans to merge Ward A and 
the Cruachan ward at the 
complex were unveiled last 
week in a bid to cut costs.

Ros Derham, of the nurses’ 
union, said: ‘There are 
ongoing discussions about 
merging these two wards 
and the public and the 
unions have been involved 
in this. We know this is a 
worrying time for all the 
staff working on these two 
wards, but also appreciate 

when money is tight. 
‘As long as staff are fully 

engaged with any decisions 
and appropriate training and 
development is provided 
and patient care is not any 
way compromised by these 
moves, we would, reluc-
tantly, accept the need for 
some change.’

A ‘FLYING doctor’ 
service is to be rolled out 
to remote and rural parts 
of the country, following a 

successful pilot scheme in 
the west of Scotland.

The service, staffed by air 
paramedics and consultants 

who are specialists in 
emergency medicine, will 
offer on-the-spot treatment 
to critically-ill patients. 

Flying doctor service takes to the air
Bail breach arrest
A MAN who allegedly 
broke bail conditions was 
due to appear in court.

The 20-year-old was 
arrested at 9.20pm on the 
evening of October 30.

CONNEL cop Danny McBeth is offering 
residents a new way to check up on policing 
matters – by popping into the doctor’s surgery.

idea after the imminent closure of Connel 
Police Station was announced.

PC McBeth said: ‘I am going to run a police 
surgery every month in the doctor’s surgery 
and I want as many people as possible to come 
along.

‘People can pop in with any issues or 
concerns that they would like to discuss with 
me. No matter is too big or small and I would 
encourage people simply to drop by to meet 
me.

‘The date of the surgery will be changeable 
each month so everyone gets the opportunity to 
drop in to see me. The dates will be highlighted 
in The Oban Times
local shops.’

November 5, between 1 and 3pm.

Sudden deaths
POLICE dealt with two 
sudden deaths over the 
weekend.

A 47-year-old woman was 
found in the Soroba area of 
Oban on Saturday October 
30, shortly after lunchtime. 
A report has sent made to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

An 88-year-old woman 
was found on Saturday in 
Tobermory. There were no 
suspicious circumstances.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

No relief cover for stricken Jura ferry
THE JURA ferry, Eilean Dhura, should 
return to service tomorrow evening after 
being out of action for nearly a week.

The vessel, which operates a vehicle 
ferry service between Port Askaig on Islay 
and Feolin on Jura, suffered damage to a 
stern tube seal on Sunday, which required 
immediate repair.

However, bad weather meant the earliest 
the ferry could go to the Isle of Bute 
for repairs was Wednesday. ASP Ship 
Management Ltd, which runs the Eilean

Dhura
to service tomorrow (Friday) evening.

In the meantime, with no other vehicle 
ferry available, islanders have made do with 
a passenger-only service aboard The Angie.

Donald Ewen Darroch, of Jura Community 
Council, said: ‘The usual relief ferry, the 
Margaret Sinclair, has other work to attend 
to but some people seem to expect vessels 
to appear out of thin air.

‘The reality is there are few relief vessels 
on the west coast.’

PC Danny McBeth will be holding policing surgeries in Connel Surgery. 
07_t45connel1

HIS CV reads like a mechanic who has 
been there and done it all.
But at only 30 years old, Peter McGregor 
has squeezed a lifetime of experience into 
a relatively short career.
Whether he is repairing tractors, lorries, 
hydraulic systems or even U.S. Army tanks, 
the former Caterpillar engineer’s impressive 
list of previous employment means he can 

This experience that has given the Oban 

up his own business, PMG Services.

That was great and taught me a lot. Then 
I was in Germany as a supervisor for the 
U.S. Army, helping to repair their tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers.’
Peter returned to Argyll to take up a 
workshop manager post on Mull, where he 

for safety inspections.
However, it wasn’t long until he caught 

Melbourne, Australia beckoned. Here, 
he rebuilt engines for a truck and 
bus maintenance company.

‘I think I have 
had really good 
experience,’ 
said Peter. 
‘It has given 
me a background in a huge range of 
machinery, both plant and heavy goods 
vehicles.’
Another weapon in Peter’s armoury is 

field service vehicle, from which he can 

overhauls on site.
Peter’s sole employee is his father, Bob, 
a well known HGV driver with 56 years of 
experience, who does the vehicle MOTs.
Whether from his mobile service vehicle, 
or his workshop, Peter also specialises 
in diagnostics for trucks and trailers, 
including ABS and EBS faults.
‘All the places I have worked in forced me 

because there wasn’t always a spare part 
handy,’ he explained. ‘I think having 
to be a problem solver has made 
me a better mechanic and 
engineer.’

Experience matters
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ULVA FERRY SCHOOL
CAROLYNE Charrington, of Ulva Ferry Parent 
Council, said: ‘We are very concerned at the propos-
als.

‘We believe Ulva Ferry School offers the best sense 
of place for our children to be educated and we are 
undoubtedly the heart of the community, as the school is the 
only community building.

‘Children are offered a fantastic education in the school and 
the delivery of the curriculum is within easy distance of families, 
some of whom live on the island of Ulva.

‘The road children are being asked to travel upon to their receiving 
school is frequently closed and is not even routinely gritted by the 
council. It is over a high ridge of hills. Last year it was closed for a 
month.

‘The journey all children now face is a pick up at Ulva ferry, onto Burg 
then to Torloisk and then to Dervaig. On a good day that may take longer 
than an hour.

‘Our school has a growing population. Numbers have risen four fold in the last 
years.

‘The environmental assessments the council use to back up their plans seem to be 

ACHAHOISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
ACHAHOISH Primary School Parent Forum 

following the announcement that the school 
could be amalgamated with Ardrishaig primary. 

In a statement, the forum said: ‘We, the parent 
forum, refute the argument put forward in the 
proposal document to close Achahoish Primary 
School.

‘We are very disappointed with the proposal, 
especially when we have a new school which 
was purpose built.

‘We have the full support of the community 
and intend to stand against the proposal and to 

Argyll Primary Schools Bombshell

KEILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL
A STATEMENT from Keills Primary School 

been ill-considered.
The Islay school has 24 pupils and is a distance 

of 14 miles from Port Charlotte Primary School 
– the school it would amalgamate with.

A statement from Keills Parent Council, which 
met for an emergency meeting last Thursday, 
reads: ‘We are deeply concerned at the proposal 
of amalgamation between Keills and Port 
Charlotte schools. We feel this cost cutting 
exercise has not been fully considered and all 
objectives not made apparent.

‘Keills Primary School has been at the heart of 
the community for numerous years and we hope 
it will continue to be for many more.

‘Parent council members are meeting with 

solutions and we hope the council will work 
closely with us throughout the consultation 

LOCHDONHEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL
LYNNE Robertson, chairwoman of the parent 
council, said: ‘We are not very happy at all. It 
is ridiculous that we have only been given one 
week to discuss these things. 

‘Children should not be asked to travel from 
their homes in Loch Buie to Salen every day – it 
is a round trip of almost 60 miles, on roads that 

ACHALEVEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
JOHN Little, chairman of Achaleven Parent Council, said: 
‘The parents are obviously disappointed. Some are angry, but there 

is also an understanding that the council has to look at all the different 
options.

‘We have all been very happy with the education our children have 
been receiving at Achaleven. 

‘There are eight pupils at the school and while we would rather our 
school role was a bit bigger than it is, our kids are happy and getting a 

very good education.
‘Also, the prospect of sending a four-and-a-half year old on a bus 

basing them on. My initial feeling is that there are a number 
of mistakes and errors. 

parents whose children are due to start at the school.  
That will prepare us for the public meeting on 

KILCHRENAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
THIS is set to close under the plans and 
amalgamate with Taynuilt Primary School. 
Kilchrenan school currently has 10 pupils, 
projected to rise to 12 in 2011-2012, and the 
school roll includes children from Dalavich, 
which lost its own school in 1997.

Kilchrenan Parent Council was due to meet on 
Tuesday night to discuss the proposed closure.

Parent council member Cara Strachan, who 
has two children in the primary school and lives 
in Dalavich, said: ‘From my point of view there 
will be a big impact on the community if we 

move here if there was no school.
‘We are quite a distance from Taynuilt too; 

it is a 40-minute drive and the road is not 
well maintained. Last winter the children had 

ARDCHATTAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUSAN Bland, secretary, Ardchattan Primary School 

still very sad about it; despairing.

is the main issue for parents. For example, my 

do as well. Travelling to Lochnell is an 

a community venue. We will hold a 
public meeting because the school is 

BARCALDINE PRIMARY SCHOOL
JACQUI MacPherson, chairwoman of Barcaldine Parent Council, said: ‘I am actually a teacher at Acha-
leven and Ardchattan, but I speak now purely as a member of the parent council.

‘We have sent our views to our local councillors so they can bring them back to the council.
‘From what we can tell from this ridiculous document, the council is looking to close Barcaldine primarily 

23 pupils. 

Why close a school that is full, is successful and doing so well in the community?

that there will be a public meeting at Lochnell School on November 30 – why not have it somewhere 
neutral?

ARDCHONNEL PRIMARY SCHOOL
WITH no children at Ardchonnel Primary School, it has been 

mothballed for the past three years.
However, with the school set to close, any children of school 

age who move to the Lochaweside community would attend 

LUING PRIMARY SCHOOL
MHAIRI Ritchie, chairwoman of Luing Parent 
Council, said: ‘We are absolutely furious that 
Argyll and Bute Council can even contemplate 
closing Luing Primary School.

‘Many of the councillors know the fragile 
situation the islanders of Luing live in therefore 
I am absolutely appalled that they would put us 
on the list.

‘Taking children out of their island 
environment on the Cuan Ferry crossing, that 
may or may not run during the winter, is simply 
untenable. Why would councillors even consider 
doing this to children? 

‘What moral values do we as Scots have if it is 
not to preserve our way of life? It was important 
to have a school on the island 300 years ago 
– are we saying moving children off the island 

‘Removing the school will undoubtedly 
damage the social and economic viability of our 
island. Families will leave the island and will 
simply have no reason to come back.

The community council, the community trust 
and various groups and individuals from the 
island have started a letter writing and protesting 
campaign. We have spoken with our politicians 
both local and national. I hope the council will 

LUSS PRIMARY SCHOOL
MORAG Scott, chairwoman of Luss Parent 
Council, said: ‘We are not shocked by the news 
as there have been various rumours for some 
time that our village school would be on the list.

ourselves in but value the fact that we will be 
able to address the issue of the future of the 
school head on. We are looking forward to 
getting an outcome.

‘Although many parents have tried to shelter 
the news from their children, the news has 
undoubtedly passed onto them. For their sake, to 
provide some certainty, we need to know once 
and for all.

‘We have organised a public meeting as the 
whole community shares our concerns about the 
closure of the school. It is one of a few public 
buildings that remain in the village.

‘The school provides a great education for 
all children. This must be borne in mind when 
educational decisions are being taken. We are 

PARKLANDS SCHOOL
LYNN Soudan, chairwoman of Parklands Parent 
Council, said: ‘We are looking at the proposals 

needs.
‘It is very unsettling for parents and children 

that we may be forced to be moved into  a 
much bigger school that does not have the same 
specialised equipment that is needed.

‘The school has a hydrotherapy pool and good 
links to organisations outside the school, such 
as Riding for the Disabled. I would hope if there 
was any move that these opportunities for pupils 
could be continued.

‘Can the school they are being asked to go to 
cope with all the children that would be coming 
in?

‘We would like to see Parklands develop and 
its facilities used by the whole community.

‘Our children are the most vulnerable in society 
and yet again they are being asked to suffer the 
most. This is so often the case with voiceless 
people.

‘Consultations are wonderful, but I think the 
council has probably already made up their mind 

MINARD PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
SPEAKING on behalf of 
Minard Primary School Par-

‘The parent council convened 
a meeting in advance of 
the announcement because 
there was an expectation that 
Minard would be targeted for 
closure.

‘The meeting was open to 
anyone with a connection 
to the school. There was 
universal support for action 

Council restrictions on 
employees speaking against 
the proposals - including 
threats of dismissal - caused 
a lot of concern as many 
parents work for the council, 
but there were willing 
volunteers from families and 
community to support the 

SOUTHEND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
PARENTS and residents 
of Southend say the 
announcement for the 

The matter was the main 
agenda item for Southend 
Community Council last 
week when parents turned 
out in force to object to the 
proposal.

Many of the residents 
felt that without a school 
Southend could turn into a 
retirement village and put 
young families off coming to 
the area.

One parent, Robert Millar, 
said he was not happy about 
a proposal that would see his 

to travel more than 10 miles, 

each way, from where his 
family lives to Drumlemble. 
He said: ‘My daughter will 
be spending more time on a 
bus and in school a week than 
what a council worker will 

council was due to meet in 
Southend Primary last night 
(Wednesday) to set out an 

closure.

SKIPNESS PRIMARY SCHOOL
SKIPNESS Primary School only has one pupil at present, 
but the school has a remarkable record.

Skipness resident Duncan Shaw said: ‘The children 
from the village all do very well for themselves in their 

Amongst them is Daniel Greer Young who became a 
professor and a famous paediatric surgeon in Glasgow. 

The council report on the merger of the school with 
Clachan, along with Glenbarr and Rhunahaorine 

RHUNAHAORINE              
PRIMARY SCHOOL
RUTH Maxwell Macdonald, of Balure, 

of Largie, gave the land for Rhunahaorine 
Primary School back in the early 1900s, 
said: ‘I think the news is very sad. I would 

school to be built on.
‘He and his father went to school there and 

our children went there. And in the early 
days when there were school boards, they 
were involved.

school is the heart of a village.
‘The school was built where it was because 

it was a central point for all the children 
coming from the farms and houses around 
and about and up the glens; just as Glenbarr 

GLENBARR PRIMARY SCHOOL
DUNCAN Macalister, chairman of Glenbarr Primary School Parent Council, said: ‘We had a 100 
per cent turn out of parents at our meeting to discuss our response to the closure along with a lot of 
villagers who do not have children but do not want to see this school close.

it is set to rise to 20 in the next few years and we have the new development of 10 homes.
‘We oppose the closure of all rural schools. It rips the heart out of a village and it will rip the heart 

there; it is part of the DNA of Glenbarr.

Also proposed 
for closure are: 
St Kieran’s, 
Strone, Toward, 
Kilmodan,
North Bute, 
Kilcreggan, 
Glassary, 

Roseneath
primary schools.
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Lorn Lines
THE results of the ‘Open 1’ competition were an-
nounced at a meeting of Oban Photographic Club, held 
in the Regent Hotel.

There was a large turnout to hear judges Gordon 
Doughty and Jimmy Kinloch from Lochgilphead deliver 
their verdict. Results were: Projected Images: 1 Stevie 
Lawson, 2 Stuart McCracken, 3 John Douglas.

Prints: 1 Stuart McCracken, 2 Ronnie MacKillop, 3 
Eric Shaw Winner of the Quaich for best overall image 
was Stevie Lawson. Winners of both classes were given 
vouchers kindly donated by Oban Photographic Centre.

Next meeting is a digital evening with local profes-
sional photographer Cameron Harris.

Oban and District Classic Vehicle Club presented a 
cheque for £1,000 to Macmillan Nurses at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital. Club secretary Andy Barron 
and chairman Kevin Devine presented the cheque 
on October 22 to Lucy Haycock, Macmillan Clinical 
Nurse Specialist, and Christine Crisp, Cancer Care 
Co-ordinator. Also in the photograph is the club’s 
youngest ‘member’ Claudia Barron. This money was 
raised by donations received at events organised 
by the car club this year.

David Duffy and Stephen Woods of Scottish Sea 
Farms, front row, centre, present a cheque for 
£4,000 on behalf of the company to the organisers 
of tomorrow (Friday) night’s Oban Community 
Fireworks Display. The display would not have 
gone ahead without the financial backing of the 
sponsor. The event starts at 7.15pm at Mossfield 
Stadium and entry is by donation. 07_t44fire01

AT its last meeting, members of Oban Speakers Club saw 
Archie Macphail installed as president for the coming 
year.

evening Jim Fraser who, in turn, introduced speakers 
Peter Abbott who spoke on the Katyn Massacre, Donald 
Macaskill on Whisky Galore and Eamonn Arthur on The 
Roaring Game.

Their immediate critics were Roy Wood, Jim Young 
and Frank Walton.

The second half saw topics chairman Bill Leech give 
interesting and challenging subjects to John Maclean, Ian 
Fullarton, Jim Young, Martin Wilson, Cameron Fletcher 
and Donnie Graham.

Timekeeper was Tom Clegg and the evening’s 
programme was assessed by the general evaluator Alex 
Clark.The next meeting will be held in the Regent Hotel 
today (Thursday) at 8pm.

Argyll Primary Schools Bombshell  

Campaigners quick off the 
mark to ‘Save Our Schools’

REPORT 
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

COMMUNITIES affected 
by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s school closure 

against the proposed drastic 
cuts within hours of their 
announcement.

Under the proposals, 
unveiled last week, 26 
schools in the county would 
close and be amalgamated 
with other schools by the 
end of summer term 2011.

Parents whose children are 
in schools earmarked for 
closure sprang into action 
and have been backed by 
sympathetic members of 
their communities.

One of the more proactive 
parent councils has been 
Luing, which organised a 
protest outside the Corran 

day of the Scottish Labour 
Party Conference, complete 
with a prop showing the Isle 
of Luing hanging from the 
gallows.

The protesters grabbed the 
attention of Labour leader 
Ed Miliband, who said he 
was sorry to hear of the 
proposed closure.

Speaking at the protest, 
Luing Parent Council 

Protesters from Luing get their point across outside the Scottish Labour Party Conference, held in Oban’s 
Corran Halls. 07_t45luing01

chairwoman Mhairi Ritchie 
said her son, Fergus, was 
so angry at the proposed 
closure of his school that he 
wrote to the Prime Minister, 
asking him for his support.

Mhairi added: ‘The school 
closure would have a 
detrimental impact on the 

whole community. Luing 
has a community spirit 
that I have not experienced 
anywhere else and the 
school is at the heart of 
that.

‘It is not just the mums 
and dads here today; the 
whole community is behind 

us and we have been joined 
by former pupils, including 
teenagers from the high 
school who came through 
Luing Primary School.

‘People have moved their 
families to Luing because 
the reputation of the school 
is so good.’

The protesters also took 
along a petition that had, up 
until last Friday, been signed 
by more than 200 people. 
The island has a population 
of 180.

Elsewhere, villagers in 
Lochdon and Craignure on 
Mull have set up a petition 

against the proposed closure 
of Lochdonhead Primary 
School.

And Barcaldine and 
Southend primary schools 

of social networking site 
Facebook to demonstrate 
support.

At the time of going to 
press Southend had 219 
‘likes’ while Barcaldine had 
144 messages of support on 
their respective pages.

Barcaldine supporter 
Sine MacKay posted the 
comment: ‘My dad and my 
uncle went to Barcaldine 
Primary School and so did I. 

‘I really want my children 
to be the third generation of 
MacKays to be there! 

‘It would make me so 
happy to be able to walk my 
kids to school just like my 
mum did. 

‘When I was a kid, the 
school was threatened with 
closure and we all wrote to 
Maggie Thatcher, the Queen, 
the Daily Record, and the 
Director of Education and 

‘I’ll do it again if I have to. 
This proposal is madness! 

‘Why close an award-
winning primary that is one 
of the best in Argyll - even 
in the UK? 

‘We can’t let this happen!’ 
he wrote.

A DREICH day on Tuesday afternoon 

outside Argyll and Bute Council’s 
headquarters.

Parents, pupils, family, friends and 
members of the community from across 
Argyll and Bute turned out to demonstrate 
against the council’s proposals to close and 
amalgamate schools.

their way into the building cries and shouts 
echoed the car park – ‘Save Our School’.

Hannah Jones joined a large contingent 
from Glenbarr Primary School. 

Hannah, who has three young children, 
said she moved, with her husband, to the 
area purely for the rural school setting.

because I wanted to have a large family and 
for them to get a good education in a rural 
school.

‘The school roll is set to double next 
year which is one of the reasons we can’t 
understand, as parents, why Glenbarr would 
be targeted.’

Holding a ‘Save Barcaldine Primary’ 
placard, chairwoman of the school’s parent 
council, Jacqui MacPherson, explained: 
‘Barcaldine parents and pupils are here 
today to demonstrate against the council’s 
proposals because Barcaldine should not 
even be on that list.

‘It’s a small school but it’s extremely 
healthy and is the heart and soul of our 
community.’

David Callender, a parent of Lochdonhead 
on the Isle of Mull, said: ‘We just don’t want 
the council to close the school – we want to 
do everything we can to ensure our school 
does not close. 

‘The heart and soul 
of our community’

‘It’s so important to the community.’
Barry Wilson, a pensioner from Luing, 

joined parents from the island to protest 
against the proposals. 

He said: ‘The school is at the heart of the 
community and that’s the only thing that 
people will 100 per cent agree on.

‘If the school closed then it will almost 
certainly depopulate the island.’

Deirdre Henderson demonstrated on behalf 
of Southend Primary School. 

She said: ‘The school is the hub of the 
community. The young and the old get to 
mix together and that’s something you can 
only get in a rural setting.’

Eilidh Munro joined other parents from 
Ulva Primary School on the Isle of Mull. 
Mrs Munro said: ‘The school is the only 
community building on that side of the 
island.

add up. It’s outrageous that this is being 
considered.’

Keith Drynan a parent representing 
Achahoish Primary, in Mid Argyll, said: 
‘Our school is part of the community and 
that’s the way it needs to stay.’

Eilidh O’Neill, a parent from Luss Primary 
School, added: ‘If the school closed it would 
have such a massive impact on the village 
– it would become a ghost town.’

Councillors were left in 
no doubt as to the mood 
of parents when they met 
on Tuesday, as JENNY     
SUTHERLAND reports

Hannah Jones and some young campaigners trying to save Glenbarr Primary 
School from closure.  06_a45sch02

Save our school - protesters from Mull make their feelings 
known. 06_a45sch05
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A conference 
marred by spite
THE SCOTTISH Labour 
Party held their winter 
conference in Oban last 
weekend and pronounced 
themselves ‘delighted 
to be back’ despite the 
inclement weather. 

I suspect they’ll return 
again soon as the town is 
just the right size and they 
are happy to tell you that 
they enjoy coming to Oban 
where they are royally 
looked after.

It was, in general, a good 
conference. Even though 

opposition they are entitled 
to be pleased with their 
performance at the June 
General Election where 
they consolidated their 
hold on Scottish seats. 
However, if the ‘faithful’ 
expected to be inspired 
by their new leader Ed 
Miliband they were in for 
a disappointment as he 
was pedestrian compared 
to Tony Blair four years 
ago.

We did make allowances 
for  his newness and the 
anxiety which he must 
have felt as his partner 
was about to deliver their 
second child. He did get a 
standing ovation, more out 
of ‘doing the done thing’ 
than any fervour created 
by his oratory.

However, his deputy, 
Harriet Harman, normally 
the acme of political 
correctness, spoilt the 
whole atmosphere on 
Saturday morning when 
she referred to Colonsay 
native Danny Alexander, 
the Chief Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury, 
as a ‘red rodent’. This sort 
of puerile name-calling 
should be reserved to Alex 
Salmond who seems stuck 
these days for realistic 
things to say. 

Mention had been made
of Nye Bevin, the ‘father 
of the NHS’ by several 
delegates, and rightly so. 
But he made a similar faux 
pas when he referred to the 
Tory party in a harangue 
as ‘vermin’. That stuck 
to him for the rest of his 
parliamentary career. 

Ms Harman’s speech, 
even without references to 
‘red rodents’ was lack-
luster in the extreme. It 
wasn’t surprising that she 
couldn’t get away from 
Oban quick enough and 
eventually apologised for 
her ‘unfortunate remark’ 
which was brushed aside 
by Mr Alexander as an 
insult to the ten per cent of 
Scots who are red-haired, 
reminding the lady that 
rodents do serve useful 
purposes in getting rid of 
useless objects.

The best speech came the 
same afternoon from the 
Scottish Labour Leader 
Iain Gray, closely followed 
by his deputy Johann 
Lamont,originally from 
Tiree, and Jackie Baillie, 
Shadow Health Minister, 

future of the Vale of Leven  
Hospital.

For a few minutes we 
were all taken back to 
Labour conferences 
of yesteryear when a 
Unison delegate got more 
‘comrades’ into his classic 
diatribe on the poverty of 
the ‘working man’ than 
anyone else.

Vintage Jack 
McConnell
FORMER First Ministers 

to address their party 
conferences; the Right 

Honourable Jack 
McConnell didn’t try. 

Instead, he accepted 
an invitation from the
‘Scotland on Sunday’ 
newspaper to deliver 
a lecture on ‘Looking
outward or inward – after 
the economic crisis, where 
now for Scotland’s global 
management?’ 

It was sterling stuff and 
very well received. 

I want to take up one 
point he made which 

current Scottish Executive 
made of what was Jack’s 
idea originally.  

The 250th anniversary of 
the birth of our National 
Bard was to be an 
international celebration 
led from Scotland. The 
Year of Homecoming 
- the Clan Gathering was 
added by Alex Salmond 
for narrow nationalistic 
purposes and we all now 
know why it was not the 
success it should have 
been.

Indeed, he has still to 
answer to a Parliamentary 
Committee about how it 
was funded.

Jack McConnell 

learned from numerous 
Americans whom I met 
last year - that there was 
very little advertising of 
any feature of the ‘Year 
of Homecoming’ in their 
homeland. They only got 
to know about it when they 
arrived in Scotland.

He added, as a frequent 
world traveller, that British 
embassies and consulates 
now display almost no 
promotion or advertising 
for Scotland, even ‘Tartan 
Week’. 

So much for all the SNP 
talk of Scottish tourism 
being a great growth 
industry.

No Scottish input 
to Commonwealth 
Games sports 
selection
AS WE look forward to 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow, 
questioners are asking who 
chooses the sports that will 
feature there? 

I put the query to Bill 
Butler, Shadow Scottish 
Sports Minister, at the 
Labour Conference. He 
explained that they are 
chosen by the permanent 
committee and asked what 
the problem was? 

I explained that an Oban 
man had been fortunate 
enough to have been a 
member of the Scottish 
Archery team in Delhi but 
there was to be no archery 
in Glasgow, nor did it 
appear that there was to 
be any sailing or rowing 
which I felt should have a 
place especially as there 
is an international rowing 
facility in Strathclyde 
Country Park and some of 
the best sailing waters in 
the world.

I added that I and many 
others felt there were far 
too many shooting medals. 
Some of these could be 
dropped and replaced 
by the sports I have 
mentioned.

Currently hundreds 
of thousands of pounds 
are being spent creating 
a new shooting centre 
unnecessarily when the 
cost of provision for 
archery, rowing and sailing 
would be negligible.

Success breeds 
success
ATTENDANCES at the 
post Mòd ceilidh, the 
evening when Gaelic 
choirs in the Glasgow 

get together of music and 

recent years. 
But it would appear 

the success of Glasgow 
participants in Cataibh 
led to the best turnout of 
choristers and friends for 
many years.

Once again the event 
was held in Hillhead 
Sports Club and it was 
hosted by the Govanites 
with President Mairi 
MacKenzie introducing 
the singers for the evening.  
Charlie Kirkpatrick played 
accordion selections and 
unlike previous years the 
programme was sustained 
by the Mòd prizewinners 
with no need to call on any 
others from the audience. 
Several of the older 
members of Glasgow Islay 
Juniors were in attendance 
and this was a much 
appreciated bonus. 

As ever, a highlight of 
the programme was when 
the choirs combined to 
sing the prescribed pieces 
from their competitions 
with each of the 
conductors present sharing 
the duties with the baton.      

Last week I made special 
reference to the improved 
performance of the Govan 
Choir and I would like to 

in the number of choir 
members who well help 
to sustain next year’s post 
Mòd ceilidh after their 
successes in Stornoway.   

Paisley choral 
voices
FRESH from the above
post Mòd ceilidh, the three 
Glasgow choirs turned 
their attention to the Wynd 
Centre in Paisley for the 
third annual competition 
for the Provost Celia 
Lawson Trophy.  

On one of the wettest 
evenings of the year 
there was an increased 
attendance to hear 
the choirs present a 
programme of three choral 
items together with one 
item from a member or 
members from the ranks of 
the choir. 

First up were Govan 
Gaelic Choir whose extra 
item was a duet from 
Fiona Ross and Mairi
Fernandez-Ares and then 
Kirstina MacDonald, a 
member of Glasgow Islay 
Junior Gaelic Choir and 
a pupil at Sgoil Gaidhlig 
Glaschu, entertained and 
showed why she was a 
worthy winner of nine 
badges at the recent 
Royal National Mòd. The 
Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association had Eilidh 
Davies, accompanying 
herself on clarsach, and 
then Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir featured this year’s 
Mòd Gold Medallist Iain 
MacLean.

This relaxed and fun 
evening was compered by 
Angus Ferguson and at the 
end of the evening Provost 
Lawson had to decide 
which choir would win her 
trophy.  On this occasion 
it went to the Ileachs but 
the real winners were the 
audience who heard top 
class performances from 
each choir. 

Marag Supper
IF, NOT so long ago, you 
said you were going to a 
function at which black 
pudding would be the main 
item on the menu you 
would have been ridiculed 
- but how times change.

Stornoway black pudding 
is now an expensive 
delicacy in many 
restaurants and the tradition 
of Highland associations of 
having a marag supper is 
one they must be pleased to 
have continued. 

There was a good 
attendance at the Glasgow 
Skye supper recently held 
in Partick Burgh Hall. 
The audience enjoyed an 
excellent meal, songs from 
Alasdair MacArthur and 
accordion selections from 
Jonathan Campbell.

Charity concert
TRAIL West, from Tiree, 
will be playing at a charity 
concert in St Andrew’s in 
the Square on Saturday, 
November 13, at 7.30pm,
with all proceeds going to 
Action for Children.

Sympathy
I WOULD like to extend 
sympathy to the family 
of Anne MacDonald, 
widow of the late Jake 
MacDonald.

Anne passed away 
recently in Glasgow.

Diary dates
Thursday November 
4:  Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association Annual 
Dinner, Glasgow Pond 
Hotel, 7.30pm. Julie 
Fowlis and Salsa Celtica 
with Dermot Byrne, ABC, 
Sauchiehall Street. Doors 
open 7pm. Live at the Star, 
St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Steve Tilston.
Friday November 5:
Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association Annual 
Concert, Woodside Halls, 
7.30pm. Dance to follow 
from 10pm in Glasgow 
University Union.
Thursday November 
11: Live at the Star, St 
Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm. Gerry and Donal 
O’Connor. Chris Stout and 
Catriona MacKay, Steeple 
Hall, Kilbarchan.
Friday November 12:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick.
Saturday November 13:
Karen Matheson, Eastwood 
Park Theatre, 7.30pm. 
Paisley and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh dance, Elderslie 
Village Hall, 7.30pm. 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Christmas Fayre, Partick 
Burgh Halls, 2 to 4pm. 
Charity Concert in St 
Andrew’s in the Square 
- see above. 

Pub scene
IN THE Park Bar on Friday 
and Saturday, music will 
be provided by Calum Iain 
MacCorquodale/Malcom
Jones/Paul MacLean and 
they will be joined by 
Martin Pottinger on Friday 
and on Saturday by Islay 
MacTaggart.  

Stewart Cameron and 
Simon Moran will be 
playing on Sunday.  

In the Islay Inn it will 
be the Seven Sons on 
Friday and the Keelies on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

George Anderson of 
Clarkston, Glasgow, 

submitted this week’s 
flashback photograph 
which shows George 

guiding one of his crane 
drivers during the laying 

of foundations for the 
‘superloos’ near the 

Corran Halls, Oban, in the 
1970s. 

We invite readers 
to send in flashback 
photographs. Please 

send prints to The Oban 
Times, PO Box 1, Oban,

Argyll, PA34 4HB, or 
email editor@obantimes.

co.uk. Prints or emails 
must be accompanied by 
a caption, name, address 
and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing their 
prints returned must 

supply a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Building
near the 
Corran
Halls,
Oban, in 
the 1970s

Ridiculous plan to 
close Luing school
Sir,

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
proposal to close Luing 
Primary School which is 
the heart of a very strong 
community.  

I attended Luing Primary 
school and am now at Oban 
High School. My two elder 
sisters, father and grandfather 
all attended the school. 

I think it would be the worst 
thing to happen to Luing for 
a very long time.

I feel there are absolutely no 
plus points to this ridiculous 
proposal. Making children 
travel to Easdale everyday is 

year-old. 
What about the nursery 

children? Where do they go? 
Three and four-year-olds are 
entitled to hours of learning 
each week. 

I am sure parents would not 
be happy about their nursery 
children going across a ferry 
then possibly getting a bus 
on the other side. I also very 
much doubt Argyll and Bute 
would pay for parents to take 
their children across on the 
ferry. 

Other disadvantages are 
this would stop any young 
families with primary age 
children moving to Luing, 
which would result in an even 
greater ageing population 
than there already is. 

I would understand Argyll 
and Bute’s proposal if there 

school but there are still 16 
pupils and with three large 
family houses up for rent on 
Luing the number could go 

10 very quickly.  
Argyll and Bute Council 

should reconsider this 
ridiculous plan. A large 
percentage of  Luing’s 
population disagree with this 
proposal.
Innes McQueen, by email. 

Outrage at     
closure plans 
Sir, 
As an outraged grandparent 
of two children who will be 

affected by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s proposed school 
closures, I was amazed by 
Cleland Sneddon’s statement 
that he was expecting mixed 
reactions from parents. 

Does he really expect any 
parent to be in favour of their 
local school being closed and 
their children being bused 
for miles? 

The only reactions he 
is likely to get will be 
anger and total outrage.
Concerned grandparent, 
by email. 

Ulva Primary - a 
wonderful school
Sir,
On Thursday October 28, 
pupils at Ulva Primary School 
were awarded a Green Flag 
for their achievements as an 
Eco School. 

The next evening they held 
a Hallowe’en Party. The 
small school was packed 
with family, neighbours and 
folk from the Ulva area. 

In September, three older 
pupils sang in Gaelic at the 
Mod in Tobermory - winning 
two second prizes and a 

performing as a group and 
getting a second prize. 

At the Harvest Service on 
Ulva, the same three children 
sang and played recorder and 
violin to a packed church. 

In the spring they performed 
in a play at Mull Drama 
Festival and won two prizes. 

As they do every year they 
sang to a packed church in 
the Easter Service on Ulva. 

During the summer term, as 
in previous years, the children 
grew their own vegetables in 
the playground. Before half 
term they harvested those 
vegetables, baked bread and 
made bramble and apple 
jelly from brambles they had 
picked near the school. 

The children are integrated 
within their local community 
and have a strong sense 
of place and belonging 
- as illustrated by their 
contribution to a National 
Library of Scotland project 
producing a state of the art 
Mediascape presentation 
for visitors to the island of 
Ulva.

These are some of their day 

to day achievements and as 
well as all this, the children 
succeed at their school 
works. These children are 

strong sense of responsibility 
for their fellow pupils and 
their environment and they 
contribute an enormous 
amount to their community 
- in short, they embody the 
Curriculum of Excellence. 

On Tuesday October 26, 
the parents of the children 
received a letter from Argyll 
and Bute Council telling 
them of its proposal to close 
this wonderful school. 
Carolyne Charrington, 
Treshnish Farm, Calgary
Isle of Mull.

Stand together   
and fight 
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council is 
looking to close 26 of its 80 
schools.

In 2000, six schools 
in Argyll, including my 
children’s school, were 
threatened with closure by 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

Let me be clear there can be 
good reasons why a school 
should close down and no-
one should dispute that. 
But it should be a last resort 
for long term educational, 
economic and social reasons, 
not a response to a short term 

Once a school closes 
down it can have permanent 
and damaging effects on 
the children and the local 
community. 

I looked at the educational 

Argyll and Bute Council 
were making in 2000 and 
then submitted a petition 
to the Scottish Parliament 
based on research I did 
which showed the council’s 
claims were spurious or 
misleading.

The petition was on behalf 
of, and supported by, all six 
threatened Argyll schools 

As with its previous closure 
programmes, the council in 
2000 was trying ‘divide and 
rule’ tactics, telling us that 
only three or four of the six 
schools would close, so each 

to justify our survival.
We refused to accept this 

and we all stood together. 
This was consensual co-

operative action that Argyll 
and Bute Council could not 
understand, did not expect 
and had no idea how to deal 
with.

The Parliament then 
appointed Cathy Peattie MSP 
to investigate the petition. 
She found in favour of it and 
the Parliament’s Education 
Committee unanimously 
endorsed her report.

The council was forced, 
reluctantly, to back down 

in the face of the Peattie 
Report, but instead of 
abandoning its discredited 
programme it grudgingly 
said it had just ‘suspended’ 
closure decisions on the six 
schools.

It has waited 10 years to end 
this ‘suspension’ and start 
the programme again and 

situation as its opportunity.
It is up to each set of 

parents and local community 
to decide if their local school 

they do, they can expect more 
misleading information and 
‘divide and rule’ tactics from 
the council, setting rural 
school against rural school 
and urban communities 
against rural communities.

How each school deals with 
that is up to them. But if they 
allow this council to play 
their standard divide and 
rule game, then the chances 
are they have lost already. 
Neil Kay, Holyrood, 
Innellan, Argyll. 

Think of 
young people               
before opposing 
closures
Sir,
Having read your front page 
report on Argyll and Bute 
Council’s proposals to close 
some of Argyll and Bute’s 
smallest schools, I suggest 
communities think of the 
needs of their young people 
before opposing these 
closures.

I have taught in several 
schools, large and small, 
within the region as both a 
classroom teacher and as a 
head teacher and have seen 

enjoy when educated in 
a sizeable peer group 

both social and educational, 
that small school isolation 
can create.

Efforts have been made 
with video conferencing, 
`joint school’ days, 
combined outdoor education 
visits and other activities to 
address the issue of rural 
isolation but these measure 
do not compare with having 
a sizeable and consistent 
school population.

I back the council’s 
executive in its move to 
amalgamate small school 
populations, though not for 

Where safe transport can 
be provided, I support the 
amalgamation of small 
schools so that children can 
enjoy the fun and social 
stimulation of a classroom 
and playground with a 
variety of friends, classmates 
and teachers.
Doreen Henderson, North 
Connel.

Welcome breathing space
THE decision by Argyll and Bute Council members to 
give themselves more time to consider proposals on the 
reorganisation of primary schools is to be welcomed.

The reaction of parents - as extensively reported on our 
pages this week - was to be expected and it is to coun-
cillors’ credit that they have chosen to give themselves 
some breathing space to consider all the questions raised 
rather than plough on regardless with a six-week consul-
tation process, as had been proposed on Tuesday.

But make no mistake - this is no climbdown. The future 
of many schools remains in the balance.

It is to be hoped that when members reconvene later 
this month, they are in a better informed position to 
consider the proposals before them prior to beginning a 
public consultation process. 
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COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Local Producers 
Markets

Thursday 4 November
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 2pm
Lots to eat, buy and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
market@lorn.org.uk

www.lorncommunity.ning.com

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans 

Every Thursday >  Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House free entry 

Friday 5 November >  Jo and Colin’s Leaving Party
Markie Dans with DJ Stevo

Saturday 6 November >  Tim O’Connor 
Markie Dans

Friday 12 November >  Relentless
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 13 November > Chris Suckle 
Markie Dans

Friday 19 November >  Stretch and Archie
Markie Dans

Friday 19 November > RNLI Fundraising Ceilidh
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 20 November > Zodiac 
Markie Dans

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Really good ideas can bubble up from behind the scenes or from 

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

www.oban.org.uk - the 
definitive web guide to 
Oban that enjoys 20 
million hits per year.

Help us promote 
Oban and we’ll help you 
promote  your business.

Visit:
www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Ghoulish goings on to 
celebrate Hallowe’en

There was some devilish 
fun to be had during 
Hallowe’en.  
Pictured above are 
Barcaldine Primary 
School’s primary seven 
pupils who organised a 
day when children had to 
come to school as messy 
as they could. There 
were party games for the 
afternoon - dooking for 
apples, scary corners, 
haunted statues and 
‘gungy-feeley’ boxes. 
They spent the morning 
preparing messy cakes 
and also made a witches 
brew.
Left, the Tradewinds 
pub in Corpach staged 
its Hallowe’en party on 
Saturday night with some 
weird and wonderful 
costumes on show on 
both sides of the bar. 
Catriona Jackson, left, 
Mariann Chisholm, 
front, Martyn Cameron 
and Linda Carmichael 
certainly got into the 
spirit of things! 10_f45trade01

Below left, a great night 
was had at the Hallowe’en 
Disco at St Columba’s 
Primary School, Oban, 
with a variety of spooks 
ghosts and ghouls. A 
total of £150 was raised 
by the Parent Council. 
Enjoying the fun are Lucy 
Anderson, Mirran Wilson, 
Viki Morowska and Wika 
Domachowska.
Below, a fright night for 
Oban and Lorn Riding 
for the Disabled turned 
into ‘a brilliant party’. The 
group was given Soroba 
House Hotel party room 
and the talents of DJ 
George Noble for free. 
The group raised £270 on 
the night. 07_t45riding1

to success of 

ARGYLL’S tourism industry 
can be among the best in 
the world, according to the 
county’s MSP Jim Mather, 
the Scottish Government’s 
Minister for Enterprise, 
Energy and Tourism.

Mr Mather was speaking 
at a champagne reception at 
Ardanaiseig Hotel, near Loch 
Awe, to celebrate the hotel 
gaining the Inspector’s Choice 
status, putting it in the top 10 
per cent of UK hotels, and 
chef Gary Goldie gaining his 
third AA rosette for food.

The four-star country house 
has also been named the 
third best leisure hotel in the 
UK by Condé Nast Traveller 
magazine, making it the best 
in Scotland.

Mr Mather said: ‘Places like 
Ardanaiseig are shorthand for 
making Scotland synonymous 
with quality and demonstrate 
the blend of experience 
that can happen when you 
give great hospitality, food 
and accommodation with a 
fabulous setting. That is the 
patent of Scotland.

‘Ardanaiseig has shown that 
this area can win awards. Now 

that Scottish businesses can be 
among the best in the world.’

Mr Mather also said the 
tourism sector was in good 
health, claiming the country 

the legacy of Homecoming 
Scotland, a series of cultural 
events held last year to 

celebrate 250 years since 
Robert Burns’ birth.

from the ‘staycation’ 
phenomenon and the 
Americans are still visiting 
but we need to look at Europe 
and Asia.

‘We should be saying to 
people with a high net worth 
in these countries that life 
is not complete unless they 
have had a top end holiday in 
Scotland.’

David Adams McGilp, 
VisitScotland’s regional 
director in Argyll and Bute, 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute had 

year’s Thistle Awards, which 
is an outstanding record.

‘Today’s and tomorrow’s 

visitors expect quality; to be 
‘good’, or ‘quite good’ is no 
longer good enough. It makes 
my job a lot easier to point to 
examples like Ardanaiseig.’

Ardanaiseig Hotel manager 
Peter Webster said visitor 
numbers at the hotel had 
dropped this year but the 
awards had given the hotel the 

was doing.
He said: ‘There has been a 

drop in visitor numbers but 
not a dramatic one. We are just 
going to carry on doing what 
we are doing. The awards are 
an enormous thrill.’

Others recognised in Condé 
Nast Traveller’s 2010 Readers 
Choice Awards included the 
Isle of Skye.

AN ISLAND pub has steamed 
its way to success by being 
voted Community Pub of 
the Year by the industry’s 
watchdog.

The Puffer Bar and 
Restaurant, on Easdale, took 
the title of best community 
pub of the year at the Scottish 
Licensed Trade News Awards 
in Glasgow. 

Licensee and owner Keren 
Cafferty said: ‘This is a 
fantastic achievement not 
only for my business but for 
Easdale Island and Argyll. 
Although tourism represents a 

community pub and as an 
integral part of this tiny island, 
the team here is thrilled to have 

our community commitment 
recognised. We are also 
extremely fortunate to have a 
great young team of staff who 
share our commitment and 
passion for providing the very 
best service and continuing 
success of the business.’

The award was presented by 
Strictly Come Dancing star 
Tess Daly.

Island pub toasts awards success

by EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

David Adams McGilp, of VisitScotland, Ardanaiseig Hotel 
manager Peter Webster and Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather survey the hotel grounds. 07_t44ard01

BOOK LAUNCH

from his new book:
A LIFE ON THE LAND

A boy’s upbringing in rural Argyll

Exhibition and sale of 
handmade prints

6 and 7 November

Adults (16+) £3 Children (to 15) £2

As always, all children must be accompanied by an adult, 

Charities Christmas 
Card Sale

St John’s Cathedral

Saturday 6th November, 
2010

charities will be present

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Wednesday 10th November

Supporting players 
most welcome
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS
(Established 1964)

DONALD
MACDONALD

Manse Brae LOCHGILPHEAD

Complete 24-hour confidential 
service throughout Argyll

Confidential Service for all Denominations
Natural Funerals

Telephone
Lochgilphead 01546 602226

Mobile 07768 472953
Agents for new memorials, cleaning, 

lettering and restoration

Golden Charter prepaid 

funeral plans available

STAN LUPTON
Funeral
Directors

Mid Argyll,  Kintyre
24-hour

personal supervision

Bereavement Freephone:
0800 389 9809

Of
01880 820 995

Mobile:
07899 862 922

mail:
stan.lfd@tiscali.co.uk

Mull Funeral Services
Isle Of Mull

Complete 24 hour
Confidential service

Golden Charter Funeral Plan
Tel: 01680 812435
Mob: 07721 623854

FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)
New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials

Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations
Work carried out in any cemetery

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

email: info@stokesmemorials.co.uk

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

STOKES MEMORIALS

THE ADVERTISERS  on this 
page offer you help, advice 
and their services for those 
occasions that we would all 
rather not think about and 
pray will never happen. 
You would be surprised how many 
people see the words bereave-
ment and funerals and  turn the 
page as quickly as they can.
Please don’t
The fact that there has been 
a death in your family is bad 
enough; that it might be as a re-
sult of an accident or after a long 
illness can make it  even harder 
to bear.
Just imagine what it must be like 
for a bereaved person if they 
have no idea of their loved one’s 
wishes, or they are left with their 
affairs in chaos because there 
was no will?
Ask any solicitor, grief counsel-
lor or church minister. They will 
tell you how difficult it can be in 
these circumstances.
The actual planning of a funeral 
can be a daunting task. That is 
where a good funeral director 
comes in.
Any of the undertakers and fu-
neral directors on this page will 
offer you a service that will help 
you get through the awful, mind-
numbing grief that accompanies 
a death. 
They will take care of the details, 
leaving you to do what matters 
most: being there for your family 
at such a sad time.
When someone close to you dies 
it can trigger a wide range of 

emotions: disbelief, numbness, 
sadness, guilt, anger and depres-
sion are all common at a terrible 
time like this.
Each one of us is different and 
we all cope with things in our own 
way.
After the death of a close family 
member about a third of people 
will suffer bad health problems.
One of the hardest things  for a  
bereaved person to do is to let 
go of the past, they need to ac-
cept their loss. This is hard and 
there can be a lot of tears and 
emotional feelings but if they 
hold onto feelings and refuse 
to accept the loss they will hold 
onto the grief as well; this is partly 
where health problems arise.
That is why it is so important to 
have the best possible care and 
attention for your family at the 
time of a death and for the fu-
neral.
A funeral is not just to honour the 
person who died; it can be a com-
fort and source of strength and 
support for those who mourn.
 A good positive experience - a 
smoothly run funeral, dealing with 
the paperwork and a funeral in 
accordance with the deceased 
person’s wishes all help a grieving 
family on the road to recovery.
This is one of the most important 
advertising features The Oban 
Times publishes.
Here on this page are some of 
the  businesses which offer the 
best care and service in the 
West Highlands. We are sure 
they will be able to help your 
family.

HAMISH HOEY & SON
Funeral Directors
A Family Run Business

Serving All Denominations
& The Non Religious

24hrs a day, 7 days a week
Tel 01631 562269

37-39 Stevenson Street, Oban PA34 5NA

Help Organisations
The Child Death Helpline.

Tel: 0800 282986 or 
visit www.childdeathhelpline.org.uk

Weekdays from 10am until 1pm 
and 7pm until 10pm

Weekends from 7pm until 10pm.

Samaritans.
Tel: 08457 909090 or 

visit www.samaritans.org.uk
email: jo@samaritans.org or write to
Chris, PO Box 9090, Stirling, SK8 2SA

Cruse Bereavement Care 
Tel: 0870 167 1677 or 

visit www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk

Victim Support 
Tel:  0141 952 2095 

Monday – Thursday 10am until 2pm
or 0845 603 9213

visit www.victimsupport.org.uk

Coping with
bereavement

Mull Lines
NATURALIST and wildlife television presenter Nick 
Baker was on Mull to sample some of the remarkable 
wildlife treats being served up this autumn. 

Nick is the presenter of Channel Five’s Nick Baker’s 
Weird Creatures and started his TV career presenting 
BBC’s The Really Wild Show. This year he is one of the 
guest presenters on the new weekly series of Autumn-
watch, which has just started on BBC 2. 

Nick took time to visit two island primary schools in 
Salen and Lochdon. He spent time with the children 
in their wildlife gardens and advised them on where to 
place insect boxes and bird feeders. 

Commenting on his Twitter site he said:  ‘Scotland 

a sea eagle while in the hotel’s outdoor hot tub. Birding 
doesn’t get much better than this!’

AN ADVENTURERS’ trip to Mull was improved by the 
rain.

A delegation of visitors to Mull from the World Sum-
mit of Adventure Travel nearly missed the boat to the is-
land because of bad weather. But when the group reached 
the island, they were blown away by its many beauty 
spots. Dr Sam Jones, who was charged with taking the 
adventurers around the island, said: ‘The island was 
spectacular in the rain. We even managed a walk over 
the machair at Calgary Bay enjoying the emerald colour 

the day photographing crab pots, rusty chains and other 

the sea mist to catch a glimpse of the beam of the light-
house at Ardnamurchan Point, the most westerly point of 
mainland Britain.’

The delegates were so enchanted they nominated the 
island for a magic moment award, which Dr Jones said 
was the ‘icing on the cake’.

Oban parade celebrates 
Girlguiding centenary
GUIDES, Brownies and 
Rainbows in Oban joined 
thousands of girls and wom-
en across the country as they 
launched the next 100 years 
of guiding.

The event on October 20 
(20:10, 20/10, 2010) was 
known as ‘Vision’ and saw 
half a million girls and 
women across the UK come 
together to share one last 
Girlguiding centenary cel-
ebration and renew their 
promise at the same mo-
ment.

More than 100 Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows in 
Oban took to the town cen-
tre, along with their mums 
and dads and paraded be-
hind Oban High School Pipe 
Band to the Corran Halls, not 
only to renew their promise 
and make their commitment 
to guiding, but to enjoy the 
torch-lit event which con-

-
terns - one for each 20 years 

Mary Norris, Girlguiding 
District Commissioner, said: 
‘Although our Vision event 
marks the end of the cente-
nary year, it is not the ‘end’. 

‘Rather, this event marks 
Girlguiding’s launch pad into 
the future. The aim of Vision 
is to bring all members of 
Girlguiding UK together to 

share one moment in time. 

what the Promise means to 
each member and to explore 
our hopes and dreams for 
the future.’

Looking back over the 
past year, Mary said: ‘The 

centenary programme has 
demonstrated that Guiding 
has come a long way since 
1909 when a small group of 
young women gate-crashed 
the Boy Scout rally at Crys-
tal Palace Park in London 
and lobbied Robert Baden-

Powell for ‘something for 
the girls’. The Guides of 
Oban would like to thank all 
those people that helped to 
make the night such a suc-
cess: the Oban Lions and 
police for stewarding the 
parade; the high school pipe 

band for leading the parade; 
Sandy Rokitta for enabling 
the UK Link Up along with 
the co-operation of the Cor-
ran Halls staff and Dave
Bleazard of Outside Edge
for the management of the 

Brownies celebrate the Girlguiding Vision event in Oban, which marked the end of the organisation’s cente-
nary celebrations.

£300 fine for 
drunken tantrum
A MAN who caused distress 
to members of his family by 
striking a table and throwing 
a lighter across the room had 
a ‘tantrum’, according to his 
solicitor.

James Hendry, aged 52, 
of Room 5, Ross House, 
Oban, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday 
to refusing to leave a house 
and causing a breach of the 
peace at 7 Burnside Court, 
Oban, on August 31.

Hendry’s solicitor Stephen 
Macleod explained that his 

-
ence of alcohol at the time 
of the incident and that his 
behaviour did him no credit, 
describing it as ‘a bit of a 
tantrum’.

Sheriff Douglas Small 

Student banned 
after accident
A STUDENT who crashed 
her car on the A819, north 
of Dalmally, while over the 
legal alcohol limit has been 

Marie-Anne Hoban, aged 
19, of 26 Loanhead Cres-
cent, Motherwell, crashed at 
7am on July 5. 

Police recorded a read-
ing of 104 milligrammes of 
alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
blood.

The legal limit is 80 milli-
grammes.

pled guilty to the charge and 
was banned from driving for 

THE NEW Range Rover has been put through its paces 
on some of the toughest roads in the UK – by coming to 
the Island of Mull. 

Land Rover Monthly magazine came to the island to 
test out the car that is part of the 2011 range. Assistant 
editor Richard Streeton said: ‘I was staying with Dave
Currie at Highland Cottage and he took his older Range 
Rover and the new model and we tested them out on the 
island.’
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roofs to heat water. The 
development is made up of 

two four bedroom houses.  
During the construction, 
34 employees were directly 

employed on the site, 
through M and K MacLeod, 
including three apprentices.

Expert highlights 
loch sailing risks
THE FATAL Accident
Inquiry into the March 
deaths of four men on Loch 
Awe has heard that better 
education on the dangers 
of freshwater activities is 
required.

The evidence from Paddy 
Tomkins, the author of 
an independent review of 
the country’s water rescue 
capabilities, came during the 
last two days of evidence at 
the inquiry, heard at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Mr Tomkins was called as a 

and to advise on some of the 
points raised over the course 
of the inquiry.

His report, entitled 
Scotland’s Open Water and 
Flood Rescue Capabilities,

was commissioned by 
the Scottish Government 
to look at all aspects of 
water rescue, including the 
resources and capabilities 
of all agencies, as well as 
examining whether there is a 
need for changes in current 
operational arrangements 
between responders.

However, it was his opinion 
that people were less safety 
conscious when heading out 
on freshwater than when 
heading out to sea.

As such, better education 
is required to make people 
aware of the dangers, 
and while signs couldn’t 
realistically be placed around 
all areas of inland water in 
Scotland, he suggested that 
strategically placed signs 

would be useful. He said: 
‘The more information 
people have the better they 
can assess risk and take 
precautions to mitigate that 
risk.’

Mr Tomkins also told the 
inquiry that risk assessments 
need not be a complete 
barrier to carrying out a 
potentially hazardous rescue, 
saying that they are simply 
subjective tools to inform of 
the risk posed.

While he did examine 
the actions of all agencies 
involved in the Loch Awe
incident, he would not 

The inquiry will now break 

submissions will be made to 
the court.

SCOTTISH Labour leader 
Iain Gray took time out 
from last weekend’s party 
conference to unveil Argyll 
Community Housing 
Association’s (ACHA) new 
Oban development.

Mr Gray joined ACHA’s 
longest tenancy holder, Sarah 
MacTaggart, and youngest 
resident, 10-month-old 
Aaron Scott MacGregor, to 

and houses complex in Croft 
Road.

ACHA chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor said: ‘I 
am absolutely delighted that 
we have been able to build 
eight desperately needed 
affordable homes on this 
challenging site. They will 
contribute, for many years 
to come, in meeting housing 
need in Oban.

‘ACHA has built nearly 
100 homes in the last two 
years but with more than 

3,800 families and single 
people on housing waiting 
lists in Argyll and Bute, 
the need for a continuing 
programme of affordable, 
new-build housing is more 
vital than ever.’

Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre added: ‘It is 
imperative that home 
building stays on the political 
agenda.’

The development cost 
£1million and was built by 

and K MacLeod. Funding 
contributions came from 
the Scottish Government, 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
ACHA.

Work began on site in 
August 2009 and was 
particularly challenging 
because of peaty ground 
conditions, which involved 
the construction of additional 

from solar panels on the 

Delight as affordable homes are unveiled

Sarah MacTaggart, the longest tenant of ACHA, cuts the ribbon to officially open 
the new homes in Croft Road as 10-month-old Aaron Scott MacGregor-Anderson, 
Scottish Labour leader Iain Gray and other guests look on. 07_t45newhouse1

new synthetic pitch at 
Kinlocheven High School 
during heavy rain has 
sparked a row over who 
should pick up the tab to 
correct the problem, The
Oban Times can reveal.

surface, costed at £1million 
in a recent school newsletter, 
was hailed as ‘a real asset for 
the local community’ with 
local teams ‘queuing up’ to 
book it.

According to local sources, 
the problem centres on the 
hardcore foundation for the 
playing surface. 

When the old Kinlochleven 
school was demolished, 
waste material was used to 
underpin the pitch, which 
stands on the site of the 
building.

The material, they claim, 

become compacted, meaning 
water cannot drain away, 
even after moderate rain. To 
be effective, hardcore should 
resemble small pebbles to 
ensure good drainage.

Sports clubs have had to 
cancel matches and training 
sessions because the pitch is 
waterlogged.

The latest call-off was on 
Monday when Ballachulish 
FC had booked a training 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

10_f45pitch01

Leven Centre chairman Will Ferguson cuts a dejected figure on the flooded pitch. 
10_f45pitch01

session for 7pm. Manager 
Kenny Hazelton inspected 
the pitch with the school 
janitor at 3.30pm, but the 
surface was under water. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘The jannie came out wth 
me to inspect it, but it 

There was no chance of the 
training being on. An all-
weather pitch not coping 

unbelievable that the Jubilee 
Park in Ballachulish looks 
better than the all-weather 
pitch in Kinlochleven just 
now. There’s something 

Kinlochleven School 
Campus, including the 
synthetic pitch, was 
completed in 2008 using 

Highland Council has a 
30-year contract with Alpha
Schools (Highland) Ltd - 
joint owned by private equity 
investors 3i and HSBC 
- for the design, build and 
provision of management 
and maintenance services 
for 11 schools, including 
Kinlochleven. Morrison 

FS, a subsidiary of Anglian
Water, manages the school 
facilities.

A council spokesperson 
said the contract with Alpha

an ‘all-weather pitch’.
When it became clear the 

surface was not draining 
properly, the problem was 
formally recorded as a defect 
under the contract, but 
remedial work earlier this 
year failed. Further works 
are due to be undertaken ‘in 
the very near future’.

of the defect is a matter 
for Alpha Schools and 
its contractors. This is a 
responsibility that Alpha
Schools has accepted and 
they are working towards 
identifying the cause of the 
problem and rectifying it as 
quickly as possible. Alpha
Schools is hopeful it can be 
resolved without any major 
service impact.

‘The defect has not been 
‘signed off’ and is still 
‘live’ under the terms of 
the contract. Contractual 
penalties, in line with the 
project agreement, will be 
applied where there is a 
failure to meet the service 

Continued on Page 3.

Kinlochleven
outrage at 
£1m pitch 
Drainage problems wreak havoc with 
community ‘all-weather’ surface

Private care 
home plan 
rejected
PLANS for a controversial 
90-bed private care home 
near Fort William have 
been kicked into touch by 
planning councillors. 

Edinburgh-based Kingsgate 
Developments’ bid was 
recommended for approval 
but at Dingwall on Tuesday 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee voted 9-
2 to throw it out.

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillors 
Donald Cameron and 
Highland Council 
leader Michael Foxley 
led opposition to the 
development, earmarked 
for land next to Fort 
William Health Centre at 
Camaghael.

Councillor Cameron 
told The Oban Times the 
home’s capacity would 
require elderly people to be 
shipped in from outside the 
Highlands - with potentially 
severe implications for NHS 
services.

He said: ‘Councillors 
were concerned about over-
provision of care in the area 
and the size of the complex. 
We did not accept their 
assessment of the needs 
in the area. It would mean 
importing people in.

‘I am very pleased that 
the committee took on our 

concerns. It would be an 
industrial-type home and 
the biggest care home in the 
Highlands. Why Lochaber 
and not Inverness?’

It is unclear whether 
Kingsgate, which had already 
been granted approval for 
a 60-bed home on the same 
site, will appeal the decision. 
The company estimated 
the home would create 100 
jobs and bring £5million of 
investment into the area. 

A previous bid to build a 90-
bed facility was turned down 
in June last year. Kingsgate 
appealed to Holyrood, but 
withdrew days before the 
scheduled public inquiry and 
retailored the 90-bed home 
plan.

The latest bid drew seven 
representations from the 
public, one in favour and six 
against.

A new 30-bed council-run 
Invernevis House at Ardgour
Road, Caol, has planning 
approval, but the project was 
controversially mothballed 
in June along with four other 
proposed homes across 
the Highlands. According

SNP group leader John 
Finnie, halting the contracts 
cost Highland Council 
£2,257,000 - 11 per cent of 
the £21million total cost.THE BELHAVEN Ward 

in Fort William is to be 
relocated to the Belford 
Hospital, NHS Highland 
bosses have announced.

The move will see the 
stand-alone unit on Belford 
Road transfer into the 
hospital maternity area, 
which in turn will relocate to 
physiotherapy.

There will be ‘a temporary 
relocation’ while work is 
carried out, NHS Highland 
says. Work will begin in 

two weeks on the relocation, 
described as ‘the staff-
preferred option’ by health 
chiefs.

The Belhaven currently 
provides cares for elderly 
patients, in many cases 
helping them to recover from 
strokes and heart attacks. 

Belhaven ward charge 
nurse Iain Macdonald said: 
‘The move into the main 
Belford Hospital building 
will maintain the existing 
level of rehabilitation service 

but more cost effectively 
and with easier access to 
doctors.

‘Ultimately this improves 
the quality and safety of care 
for patients and maintains the 
rehabilitation service which 
we are proud to provide.’

Locality general manager 
Tracy Ligema said staff had 
been concerned ‘for some 
time’ about the isolated 
nature of the Belhaven 

providing medical cover. 

Belhaven Ward moves to the Belford

Freighter rescued from heavy seas
STORNOWAY Coastguard tug Anglian Prince towed 
1,300-tonne Red Duchess into Stornoway last night 
(Wednesday) after a dramatic rescue operation.

The freighter, carrying 1,500 tonnes of coal, lost all 

around 11.15am on Tuesday.
Mallaig lifeboat reached the scene by 2pm and managed 

to get a line to the stricken vessel, but it snapped in 
the gale. The tug arrived around 6pm and had the tow 
underway by 8pm. Mallaig lifeboat returned safely to port 
at 9pm. The tug is under threat from defence cuts.

A MAN has been arrested and a report submit-
ted to the Procurator Fiscal in relation to an 
alleged assault on a woman near the shinty park 
in the An Aird area of Fort William at 8.50am 
last Thursday.

Anyone with any information is asked to con-
tact Northern Constabulary on 01463 71555; 
Fort William Police Station, 01397 702361, or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 5551111. 

Man arrested after alleged assault

ACHARACLE shotgun ace John 
MacDonald has been invited to 
attend a celebration of Scottish 
sporting success in Stirling Castle 
on November 18.

First Minister Alex Salmond will 
congratulate John on becoming 
British champion and No 1, and 
Scottish champion in clay target 
‘Olympic trap’ shooting.

John will automatically compete 
in two world cup events next year, 
in Chile and Sydney, courtesy of his 

higher, a place in the two-man 
British team for the London 2012 
Olympics awaits.

John MacDonald: date 
with First Minister. 
10_f45john01

Shotgun ace joins 
castle celebration 

SCOTTISH Government ministers 
have given the go-ahead for Highland 
Council’s shake-up of primary school 
provision in Greater Fort William – 
only 12 days after calling the proposal 
in.

The decision means the council can 
proceed with plans to close Caol, 
Fort William RC and Lochyside RC 
primaries to build two new schools 
on a joint campus on the existing Caol 

In addition, Fort William Primary 
School and Upper Achintore Primary 
School will merge on a new site. 

Ministers gave approval on condition 
the council consults on detailed plans 

nearer to the start date. Timescales for 
building the schools will not be known 
until the Scottish Government’s local 

announced later this year.
Funding for the new schools was 

approved in June.
Welcomed

Local councillors welcomed the 
speedy go-ahead. 

Councillor Michael Foxley said: ‘We 
now need to ensure that the capital is 
made available to get the schools built 
as soon as possible.’

Councillor Donald Cameron said: 

‘I welcome this opportunity to build 
a new community school in Upper 
Achintore which lacks the facilities 
you would expect to have in a large 
residential area. 

‘Everybody will surely also welcome 
the chance to develop the Achintore
Road site which is an eyesore and an 
embarrassment standing at the gateway 
to the town.’

Caol and Mallaig’s Eddie Hunter 
added: ‘I hope the new schools can be 
achieved in the agreed time scales of 

times we must continue to focus on the 
future of our children.’

Green light for new schools



Continued from Page 1.
‘Both the council and Alpha 
Schools are keen to rectify 
the problem in order that 
the local community has full 
access to, and use of, this 
facility.’

Leven Centre chairman 
Will Ferguson told The
Oban Times urgent action 
was needed. 

He said: ‘I think the time 
has come for all the different 
agencies and organisations 
to get together to resolve 
this.

a full and independent 
technical survey should be 
carried out to identify any 
problem and when this is 
completed and the results are 
in we can then look to solve 
the problem.

‘I understand there will 

but that will have to be 
borne. It is not enough to 
argue about who is to blame 
and who should bear the 
responsibility. All involved 
should work together to 
allow local communities the 
full use of these facilities.’

Alpha Schools PFI 
Concession Manager, Steve 
Winterbourne said he ‘could 
understand’ local people’s 
frustrations.

‘Alpha Schools are working 
with the builders to resolve 
the problem,’ he told The
Oban Times.

THE PARISHES of Roy Bridge, 
Spean Bridge and Invergarry held a 
celebration Mass in St Margaret’s, Roy
Bridge, on Sunday evening to mark 
the canonisation of the Blessed Mary 

Scotland’s foremost Roman Catholic 
clergyman Cardinal Keith O’Brien, 
who is celebrating 25 years as a 
cardinal, attended with Bishop of Argyll 
and the Isles Joseph Toal, Australian 

nuns and other members of the local 
clergy. The Mass was followed by the
performance in the village hall of a 
play depicting Mary’s life acted out 
by local school children and a musical 
presentation given by talented local 
artists.

A presentation was also made to 
Cardinal O’Brien in recognition of his 
anniversary and as a ‘thank you’ for 
his help and friendship to the parish 

over the years. About 40 local people, 
many of whom are related to Mary 
MacKillop, recently travelled to Rome
to witness Pope Benedict declare 
Mary a saint. Mary’s mother Flora 
MacDonald emigrated with her family 
from Glen Roy to Australia in 1840. 
Born in Melbourne in 1842, Mary went 
on to become famed for her good works 
among the needy. She will be known as 
Saint Mary of the Cross.

JIM TOLMIE, Highland Council area roads and 
community works manager, for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber has retired after 39 years service in local 
government.

Jim joined Argyll County Council as graduate 
engineer in 1971, where he was involved in design 
construction in projects covering Mull, Coll, Tiree 
and Paisley. Since 1984 he has been involved in the 
maintenance of infrastructure in the west Highlands 
including roads, water, sewerage, and burial grounds. 

also Jim’s responsibility.  

director of transport, environmental and community 
services Neil Gillies and his staff, on behalf of 

Lochaber House, Fort William on Friday. 
Asked what his plans are in retirement, Jim said he 

would be catching up on all the outdoor activities he 
hasn’t had time for, with walking and sailing top of 
the list. 

PHASE three of major works to 

road to twin track width will begin 
on November 22.

Work will take place from a point 
1km north of Portree south of the 
River Chracaig Bridge, leading north 
to the parking area north of Loch 
Fada, a distance of 5.5 kilometres. 

Temporary road closures will 
take place on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
between 11.15am to 12.45pm and 
1.30pm to 4pm from November 22 
until December 21, and then from 
January 5, 2011 until March 24, to 
enable road widening to be done.

at Loch Fada, and northbound 

junction. Vehicular access will be 
permitted as far as Torvaig from 

route via the A87 Uig road. This 
alternative is not suitable for heavy 
goods vehicles.

Highland Council thanks the A855 
road users for their co-operation and 
patience, and apologises for any 
inconvenience caused.

A GLENCOE volunteer 
has almost single handedly 
unblocked the River Coe 
to allow returning Atlantic 
salmon upstream to spawn.

The 61-year-old, who does 
not to wish to be named, has 
hauled out at least 12 trees at 
the Falls of Coe between the 
old bridge at Glencoe and 
Loch Leven.

The huge trunks, brought 
down the river during spates, 
had jammed in the falls and 
were seriously hampering 
the salmon in their struggle 
to get further up the river.

The man, a well-known 
mountaineer and a member 
of the Creag Dubh climbing 
club, enlisted the help of his 
son, who stays in Morar, to 
pull the logs free.

Since then, work to 
clear the riverbank path 
in the vicinity of choking 
rhododendrons and other 
vegetation has been ongoing 
to make the area accessible 

MP’s bid to block 
move fails
MP CHARLES Kennedy 
has lost his bid to stop 
the London Government 
creating huge new Highland 
constituencies.

The Tory-inspired ‘equal 
votes’ move is designed to 
iron out disparities beween 
the number of voters in 
Westminster seats.

Under the new set up 
– which exempts the West-
ern Isles and Orkney and 
Shetland – each constituen-
cy will have around 75,000 
voters. Mr Kennedy’s plea 

votes to 243 in the House of 
Commons on Monday.

A CAOL man has admitted 
punching a man on the head 
after a drunken argument.

Brian Tolmie, aged 21, 
of 48 Camesky Road pled 
guilty to assaulting a man 
outside Ossians Hotel, High 
Street, Fort William on May 
29.

Fort William Sheriff 

which involved two or 

THE TRIAL of a Fort William man accused of assaulting a 
woman at an address in the town has been adjourned.

an ‘essential witness’ for the crown case against Michael 
MacDonald, was ill and not able to attend court.

Appearing at Fort William Sheriff Court from custody, 
MacDonald, aged 21, of Dalriada, 71 Camaghael, denies 
seizing Lisa MacKinnon by the throat, pushing her on 
the body, restraining her on a couch and presenting and 
waving a knife at her, all to her injury, while on bail 
granted at the court on July 16.

Sheriff Douglas Small was told MacDonald had been 
held in custody for 30 days and granted him bail with 
strict conditions not to contact or attempt to contact the Ms 
MacKinnon.

The trial will be heard on December 10.

Whales out of 
danger
A POD of whales believed 
to be at risk from becoming 
stranded in Loch Carnan, 
South Uist, are back out in 
the deep ocean.

The mammals had been 
under close surveillance 
from the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and 
British Divers Marine Life 
Rescue since Wednesday, 
but local spotters reported 
no sign of the 24-strong pod 
on Saturday morning.

Winning choir 
takes to Fort stage
ATOMIC Piseag, this year’s 
ladies’ choral champions at 
the Royal National
Mòd in Caithness, will 

since their win in a
double bill at Fort William’s 
Nevis Centre next Thursday. 

The girls will be special 
guests of one of Gaeldom’s 
most illustrious
line-ups, Na Seòid - the 
male vocal collective led by 
Lochaber-based
musician and broadcaster, 
Mary Ann Kennedy.

sparks row

Cardinal Keith O’Brien and local clergy prepare to lead the mass in St Margaret’s. 10_f45card01

once more to local people. 
The community activist told 
The Oban Times the salmon 
had been ‘banging their 
noses’ against the timber as 
they tried to negotiate the 
falls, but were free to leap 
upriver.

‘There is constant visibility 
of them now,’ he said. ‘When 
you see them getting up it 
gives you a real buzz. 

blind from the Atlantic and 
a lot of them have never 
seen a waterfall, so it had to 
be cleared. They are lovely 
animals.’

The climber was out 
again on Saturday hacking 
down rhododendrons on the 
banking in the pouring rain.

‘There are a lot of women 
and kids here, so it gives 

them somewhere to walk,’ 
he said. ‘The river has been 
hidden from the public 
because it had become so 
overgrown. I don’t want 
publicity – most people 
know that’s my style.’

Glencoe Heritage Trust, 
which owns much of the 
river and its environs, are 
delighted the river is now 
more accessible – to people 
and salmon.

Director Ros MacDonald 
told The Oban Times: ‘It 
really is marvellous what 
has been done. He has done 
sterling work.

‘He has removed trees, 
some of which must have 
been there for over 50 years. 
It has certainly helped the 

to their spawning ground at 
Loch Achtriachtan.

‘Clearing the scrub from 
the back of the Bridge of 
Coe has made a major 
difference.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Jim and Joan Tolmie are presented with gifts and flowers by Neil 
Gillies.

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Major Skye 
roadworks set 
to re-start

three others, began as a 
disturbance inside the hotel. 
It spilled onto the street 
where Tolmie was caught on 
CCTV punching the man. 

police were called.
Defence solicitor Hamish 

Melrose said the disturbance 
was mostly ‘gesturing and 
to-ing and fro-ing.’

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 

Salmon in the 
swim as river 
jam is cleared

Special Mass celebrates Mary’s canonisation

Caol man fined £400 for drunken assault

Man granted bail as 
trial is adjourned

AN ISLE of Skye community 
group has become owners of a local 
reservoir they hope will generate 
hydroelectricity for sale to the 
national grid.

Camuscross and Duisdale Initiative 

of the Allt Duisdale Reservoir last 
week and will now press ahead 
with a detailed feasibility study and 
business plan.

The hydroscheme could generate 
between 25-30kwh and provide a 
regular source of income for new 
community projects.

A pipeline will have to be laid 
from the dam down to a small 
turbine house, possibly sited, after 
consultations, on Camuscross or 
Duisdale common grazings.

The business plan would look at 

for plant and estimated revenue based 
on the new Scottish Government’s 
Feed in Tariff for renewable energy 
– currently more than 40p per unit.

plant, although small-scale, would 

per annum.
CDI hopes those types of costings 

will convince funders, trusts and 

will be discussed at a drop-in 
café session in Duisdale Hall on 
November 20 from 11am to 3pm.

CDI will also canvass local opinion 
on other projects via a questionnaire, 
director Graeme MacKenzie told 
The Oban Times.

A community cafe and shop, 
possibly powered by hydroelectricity, 
is likely to feature.

‘People will be offered the chance 
to air their views on the future of the 
community and what our priorities 
should be,’ he said. 

‘It is also to tell the community 

completed. We are delighted it has 

The sale ends a fraught process 
that began in February 2009, when 
Camuscross Community Initiative 
persuaded Scottish Water to withdraw 
the reservoir from a Glasgow auction 
at the eleventh hour.

CCI won overwhelming support in 
a community ballot to buy the asset 
– but were then told the reservoir 
did not come under Camuscross 
postcodes and would have to include 
Duisdale if they wished to proceed.

The group reconstituted as CDI, 
won a second community ballot 

the reservoir, beating all deadlines 
to become only the eighth Scottish 
community body to buy land under 
the Land Reform Scotland Act 
2003.

John Booth, the brains behind 
Eigg’s renewable energy grid, was 
enthusiastic about the Sleat scheme.

He told The Oban Times: ‘If they 
feel that I could be of help to them 
they could come and visit us – or I 
would be quite happy to go across 
to Skye.’

Skye group powers 
ahead with grid plan

Roads man calls it a day after 39 years

10 NEWS Thursday 4 November, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

OT

I would like the Oban       Fort William        Edition  (Tick appropriate)
Deliver to (Name) Mr/Ms....................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
From (If different from above).............................................................................
Address..............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
I wish to pay by Cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for
I wish to pay by Credit/Debit Card. Please debit my account for £.......................
Card Number.................................................................Expiry Date...................
Start Date.........................................................Issue No.....................................
Card Verification Number (Last 3 digits on back of card).....................................
Name on card (block capitals please)..................................................................
All subscribers please Sign.................................................and Date....................

Please return to: Subscriptions Department, Wyvex Media Ltd, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll, Scotland PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000

*Subscribers should note that to keep down the cost of postage, some special supplements
may, on occasions, be excluded from the subscribers’ editions of the paper

£

To subscribe* 
complete the form 

below, call

Subscriptions on 
01631 568000
or subscribe online at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/shop

£32.00
£55.00

£58.00
£100.00

£100.00
£175.00

6 months 1 year 2 yearsPlease tick your choice
U.K........................................
Rest of World....................

£22.00
£35.00

3 months
“FORWARD TOGETHER 2”

Community Conference
Saturday 20th November 2010

10am – 3pm at Oban High School.
Your chance to hear how your views influenced the Local Area Community Action Plan.Your 
opportunity to put forward your ideas and suggestions on the key priorities for public sector 

budgeting in coming years.
Open to all community groups and community representatives in Oban, Lorn & the Isles. There is 

no charge for attending – transport and childcare support available if required.

For more information or to register contact:
Laura Macdonald or Marieke Steuben at 01631 562466 

Laura.Macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Funded by W.A.L.T

ntact:
31 562466

uk 0800 081 8989
Quoteline hours: 

Mon to Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-4pm 

adrianflux.co.uk

Megan & Grant.  Adrian Flux Sales Team.
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PUPILS from Taynuilt Primary 
School recently visited Cruachan Visitor 
Centre as part of a school project and poster 
competition.

After spending time looking round the 
exhibition, the youngsters enjoyed an 
underground tour of Cruachan Power 
Station, one of only four pumped-storage 
facilities in Britain.

They learned how the power 

station generates up to 440 MW of electricity 
during times of peak demand, using water 
from the upper reservoir on Ben Cruachan 
to drive the turbines.

School teacher Jane Shepherd felt that her
pupils had thoroughly enjoyed their visit and 
had learned a lot of useful information.

She thanked the staff at Cruachan Visitor 
Centre for helping making the visit such a 
success.

The Taynuilt pupils outside Cruachan Visitor Centre.

Primary one pupils in the picture

Upper Achintore Primary School.

Inverlochy Primary School.

Banavie Primary School.

Bun-sgoil Shleite, Sleat, Isle of Skye.

Fort William Gaelic Unit, based at Fort William RC 
Primary School.

Ballachulish Primary School.

Raasay Primary School.

Edinbane Primary School.

Elgol Primary School.

AN IMAGE of a bird sizing up a bumblebee has won Argyll 
Bird Club’s 25th anniversary photography competition.

The entry, from keen photographer Jimmy MacDonald, 
Kintyre, is entitled ‘Bad Idea’ and was taken at 
Glenramskill.

In second place was Janice Duncan from Balloch, whose 
photo of a dipper, entitled Feeding Time, was taken at 
Scammadale.

Janice also won third prize for her excellent photo of a 
calling Corncrake taken on the Ross of Mull in late May 
entitled: ‘I’m over here, can’t you hear me call?’.

There were no valid junior entries in the competition.
The prizes will be presented at the autumn meeting of 

Argyll Bird Club at the Cairnbaan Hotel on November 6. 
Any new members interested in joining are welcome. The 

meeting starts at 10am and there will be interesting talks 
given throughout the day.

Jimmy MacDonald’s winning photograph, entitled 
Bad Idea.

Second placed photograph, Feeding Time, by Janice 
Duncan.

The third placed entry by Janice Duncan, ‘I’m over 
here, can’t you hear me call?’

Taynuilt primary pupils visit Cruachan

Gaelic youth 
workshop day 
FOLLOWING its excellent 
Royal National Mòd 
performances, Còisir Òg 
Ghàidhlig Ìle ran an open 
Gaelic Workshop day and 
coffee afternoon on October 
23.

The well-attended day, to 
which all of Islay’s P6, P7 
and S1-3 pupils were invited, 
was supported by a grant 
from Bòrd Na Gàidhlig. 

The young people enjoyed 
drama sessions with Lynn 
Stewart, Gaelic singing 

ISLAY

tuition with Clare Jordan and 
conversational Gaelic with 
Libby Morris of Ballygrant. 

Adults who attended the 
coffee afternoon enjoyed 
a short performance, the 
results of the youngsters’ 
learning day.  Funds raised 
will go towards the youth 
choir’s travel to the Royal 
National Mòd in Stornoway 
in 2011.

Firework safety 

night, Bowmore Police 

visit Islay’s schools to give 

safety. A Trading Standards 

local police, will visit island 

Ladies sports
ON TUESDAY evenings 
from 5-7pm there will be a 
ladies sports session in Islay 
High School’s Games Hall. 

There were plenty fancy dress fun and games when Taynuilt Playgroup held a 
Hallowe’en Party last Thursday. The event was organised by playleader Michelle 
Rodgers and the playgroup committee. 

EIGHTY people, some from as far 

week to witness the dedication of a 
memorial to a Royal Navy destroyer 
that was wrecked on the island of 
Tiree 70 years ago with the loss of 

HMS Sturdy, while returning from 
convoy duty in the Atlantic, became 
caught up in a storm and blown off 
course.

At 4am on October 30 1940, she 
struck the reefs off Sandaig, on the 
west coast of the island, and almost 

immediately broke in two. More 
lives would have been lost had 
not local Merchant Navy skipper 
Captain Donald Sinclair signalled 
with the local postman’s torch that 
the crew should stay on board until 
daybreak and low tide. 

Tragically, Captain Sinclair was 
lost in mid-Atlantic on his next 
voyage when his vessel, the Empire 
Eland, was torpedoed.

The memorial, built by Bernard 
Smith and Sons above the beach 
where the tragedy occurred, was 

commissioned by Mike Gibson, 
whose father was the chief engineer 
on the boat. 

Mike travelled to Tiree soon after 
the accident to reclaim his father’s 
possessions and remembers the 
great kindness shown to him by the 
islanders. He was able to track down 
several crew members and their 
families and a number travelled to 
Tiree for the ceremony.

The service of dedication, led 
by the Reverends Bruce Neill and 
Peter Williams, was attended by 

Commodore Charles Stevenson for 
the Royal Navy and representatives 
of the coastguard. Tiree Pipe Band, 
led by Duncan MacLean, whose 

scene, played at the ceremony. 
Later wreaths were laid at the 

graves of those who died in Soroby 
graveyard. In the evening Mike 
Hughes gave a talk on the impact 
of the Second World War on the 
Hebrides.

The day was organised by An 
Iodhlann, Tiree’s historical centre.

Tiree dedicates memorial to lost Royal Navy destroyer

Taynuilt playgroup Hallowe’en party fun

Port Ellen Primary 
School news 
PORT Ellen Primary School 
Gaelic Choir worked hard 
preparing for this year’s 
National Mod in Caithness 
and would like to thank those 
who helped them achieve 
another successful year at 
the Mod.

The choir thanks Port 
Ellen Masonic Lodge, 
MacTaggart Third Fund, 
Ardbeg Distillery, The 
Schroder Foundation and 
Islay Festival Association 
for donations towards travel 
and accommodation. 

Without support from the 
local and wider community, 
it would have been very 

this year because of the costs 
involved.

The children were all very 
proud and excited to be 
representing their school at 
the National Mod. 

Eilidh and Anna 
Macdonald had a splendid 
competition, winning The 
Angus MacTavish Memorial 
Trophy Gold Badge for 
duet singing U13. Eilidh 

recitation age 11-12, with 
Anna in joint third. 

The choir was also 
successful winning the 
Choral Unison Rural 
Primary - Badenoch and 
Strathspey Area Trophy. 
They also came third in the 
Choral Puirt-a-beul Learner 
U13. A big thank you goes 
to Dorothy Dennis, Danka 
Ramsey, all the staff at Port 
Ellen and parents who went 
on the trip.

Glowing at           
Port Ellen
PORT Ellen has been lucky 
to have had lots of additions 
to its ICT equipment. 

Following on from the 

cameras for each class, the 
school has started to replace 
its old, outdated computer 
stock with new Macbooks 
which will enable the school 
to access all the GLOW 
capabilities.

GLOW is the national 
schools’ intranet. The school 
has managed to do this 
through lots of fund-raising 
activities, like the pantomime 
and school fair. 

The school has also been 
generously helped by the 
Schroder Foundation and 
Lord George Robertson 
of Port Ellen, who helped 
towards the cost of buying 
the new Macs. 

The school is always 
bowled over by the generous 
support it gets from the local 
and wider community and 
would like to thank everyone 
who has contributed in these 

Finally, as a result of a 
successful quiz night held in 
school last term, the school 
has raised money to buy 
a Wii for interactive fun 
learning in class.

WEST Highland 
schoolchildren are 
settling back into their 
classroooms after the 
October break – and last 
weekend’s Hallowe’en 
celebrations.

This week, we feature 
nine P1 line-ups from 
Skye and Lochaber. See 
next week’s edition of 
The Oban Times for more 
school pictures.

Back in the 
classroom
with a 
smile

Kintyre photographer 
clinches bird club title

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

AA MCINTYRE 
POULTRY

Point of Lay Pullets, 
Rhode Rock,

Isa Brown, White Star, 
Blue Ranger, Sussex 
Range, Speckledys

Housing for 2 –100 Birds
Delivery all areas
Tel 01292 591266 

0777 9311149
www.aamcintyrepoultry.co.uk

TWO NEW, AFFORDABLE,ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY WOOD FUELS

For your existing fire or stove 
Highfire Sawdust Briquettes

A lower cost alternative to coal and wood made from compressed sawdust.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone 01631 563271

If you are looking to buy a new heating system 
or convert your old one...

Brites - The ideal fuel for wood pellet stoves and boilers.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs
Texel: Beallach Na 
Gore, £120; SuffockX: 
Bruntland, Invergordon, 
£67;
TexelX: Wester Muck-
ernich, Tore, £66; 
Cheviot: 4 Culnaha Cot-
tages, Nigg, £66; Mule: 
Silverwells, Edderton, 
£62.
MeatX: Clynelish, 
Brora, £59;  CharloisX: 
Ruivard, Ardross, 
£58.50; Cross: – Wood-
side, Strathpeffer, 
(Macdonald), £58.
BeltexX: Holly Cottage, 
Clunas, £56;  Bavar-
ian Forest: Bochruben 
Farm, Torness, £54; 
ShetlandX: Bogburn 
Farm, Duncanston, £54.
Correct ewes
Cheviot: Balnakeil, 
Durness, £80; TexelX: 
Upper Gartally, £70; 
Cross: Woodside, Ard-
vannie, £66.
Broken mouth ewes
Cheviot: Slaggan Croft, 
Dingwall, £67; Suf-
folkX: Fendom Farm, 
Tain, £58; Cross: 
Craggiemore, Daviot, 
(Henderson), £54; 
Bavarian Forest: Crag-
giemore, Daviot, (Wall), 
£45.
Feeding ewes
Suffolk: Ankerville, 
Nigg, £86; Texel: 
Woodside, Muir of Tar-
radale, £85; Charmoise: 
Bindal, Portmahomack, 
£73; Cross: Ankerville, 
£71; Cheviot: 4 Culnaha 
Cottages, £69; Meat-
masterX: Clynelish, 
£57.50; Zwartbles: 
Fairmuir Road, Muir of 
Ord, £51. 
Rams
Cheviot: Clynelish, 
£210; MeatX: 
Clynelish, £150; 
Texel: Slaggan Croft, 
£125; Suffolk: Easter 
Rarichie, Fearn, £86; 
Bavarian Forest: 
Dalmagarry Estate, 

Tomatin, £66. 
Wedders
Cross: Wester Rarichie, 
Tain, £60; Bavar-
ian Forest: Corrish, 
Balnain, £54; Cheviot: 
The Barracks, Glenelg, 
£50.50.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg Ran-
nagulzion £495, East 
Buchanty 204.5p;
251-300kgs West Park 
£720, 241.6p; 
301-350kgs The Ross 
£880, 261.9p;
351-400kgs West Park 
£860, 224p; 
401-450kgs Dunalastair 
Est £770,182p.
Heifers:
Up to 250kg Borlick 
£720, 288p; 
251-300kgs West Park 
£800, 279.7p; 
301-350kgs Cameron 
£980, 295.2p; 
351-400kgs Dykehole 
£740, 185.9p; 
401-450kgs Ballathie 
Est £660, 157.9p.

PORTREE
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg: 
Glenbrittle, £270, 
158.8p; 201-250kg, 
1 Kilvaxter, Kilmuir, 
£300, 142.9p;
251-300kg: 3 Suladale, 
Skeabost Bridge, £405, 
144.6p; 301-350kg, 
Glenbrittle, £455, 
149.2p;
Heifers up to 200kg: 1 
& 2 Conon, Uig, £270, 
150p; 201-250kg, Lyn-
dale, £290, 1 Kilvaxter, 
136.6p;
251-300kg: Glenbrittle, 
£385, 128.3p;
301-350kg: Husabost, 
£505;
401-450kg: 22 Geary, 
Dunvegan, £405, Husa-
bost, 156.1p.
Breeding cattle: 
Glenbrittle, (CharoisX), 
£730;

OTM cattle: Lyndale, 
(Aberdeen Angus bull), 
£860; 3 Glen, Claigan, 
(SalersX), £560.
Other leading prices per 
kilo:
OTM cattle: Torvaig, 
Portree, (Simmental X), 
88.7p; 6 Duisdale Beag, 
Isleornsay, (LuingX), 
86.8p.
Store lambs: 
Cheviot: 4 Edinbane, 
Portree, £38.50, 14 
Hungladder, £31.50; 
Blackface: 9 Stenscholl, 

Snizort, £36.00;
Cross: 12 Kingsburgh, 
Snizort, £34.50.
Ewes:
Cheviot: South Cuid-
reach, Earlish, £44.00;
Hebridean gmr: 17 
Lochbay, Waternish, 
£37.00;
Blackface:South Scor-
rybreck Sheep Stock 
Club, and Glenconon, 
Portree, (Beaton), £30.
Feeding sheep: 
Blackface wdr: South 
Scorrybreck Sheep 
Stock Club, £49.00;
Cheviot ram: 5/6 Shead-
er, Uig, £48.00.

TIREE
United Auctions
Heifers:
Aberdeen Angus X: 
£745 and £715, Croish;  
£640, Hillcrest; £635 
and £620, Croish; £590. 
Hillcrest.
British Blue X: £700, 
Hillcrest.
Charlois X: £810, Gara-
phail; £805, £775, £750, 
£725 and £695, Drum-
aglea; £675, 4 Kilken-
neth; £670, Salum: 
£660, Parkhouse; £640, 
Drumaglea; £595, 
Salum.
Limousin X: £815, 
£795 and £785, Drum-
aglea; £780 and £775, 
4 Kilkenneth; £755, 
Parkhouse; £750, Dru-
maglea; £735, Braeside; 
£720, 4 Kilkenneth; 
£710, Mainroad; £690, 
Vaul and 4 Kilkenneth; 
£680, 4 Kilkenneth; 

£670, Salum; £660, 
Parkhouse; £655, Vaul; 
£650,
Ruaig and Drumaglea; 
£635 8 Kilmoluaig; 
£630, Braeside and 6 
Balevullin; £620, Brae-
side, Middleton Farm 
and Hillcrest; £610, 
Parkhouse and Sandaig; 
£605, Drumaglea; £590, 
Middleton Farm.
Salers X: £610, 3 Mid-
dleton; £590 Middleton 
Farm.
Simmental X: £750, 
£730, £725 and £715, 
Sandaig; £685, Loch-
phuil; £640, Druima-
saidh; £630, Braeside; 
£625, Druimasaidh; 
£620, Middleton Farm 
and Croft House; £605, 
Sandaig.
Breeding Cattle
Incalf cows: £680 and 
£585 – Hillcrest.
Cows with calves: 
£880, £850 and £780, 8 
Kilmoluaig.
OTM: £945 and £765, 
Drumaglea; £755, 10 
Balevullin; £725, Dru-
maglea; £705 and £695, 
Heylipol Farm; £685, 
Vaul; £675, Greenhill; 
£670, Hough.
OTM Cows per kilo: 
109p, Greenhill; 105p, 
Drumaglea; 103p, 
Drumaglea and 10 
Balevullin;102p, Geen-
hill and Drumaglea; 
101p, Heylipol Farm; 
100p, Middleton Farm.
Top Prices per kilo:
Bullocks:
Aberdeen Angus X: 
195p (4), Scarinish 
Farm.
British Blue X: 172p 
(2), 6 Crossapol.
Charlois X: 192p (3), 
Salum; 189p(4) and 
186p, Drumaglea.
Limousin X: 215p (2), 
207p, 205p and 196p, 
1 Kilkenneth; 194p, 
Mannal; 189p (2), 
Mainroad; 188p Salum; 
187p, Ruaig; 186p, 
Salum; 185p, Dunbeag; 
184p, Parkhouse; 183p 
(2), Garaphail; 182p, 6 
Balevullin.
Salers X: 207p, Mannal.

Simmental X: 195p and 
183p, 2 Heylipol.
Heifers:
Charlois X: 222p, Ga-
raphail; 220p, Drum-
aglea; 217p, Garaphail; 
190p, Salum; 184p (2), 
Garaphail; 182p (2), 
Drumaglea.
Limousin X: 231p, 
Mainroad; 191p, Salum; 
184p, 4 Kilkenneth and 
Mannal; 183p (2), 1 
Kilkenneth.

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Bullocks up to 200kg 
– 5 Mill Park, Isle of 
Raasay, £360, 211.8p; 
201-250kg – South 
Cuidreach, Portree, 
£425, Brae, Strathoykel, 
192.7p;
251-300kg – Balnes-
pick, Kincraig, £610, 
203.3p;
301-350kg – Cran-
ford, £800, Limekilns, 
196.4p;
351-400kg – Invercho-
ran, Strathconon, £680, 
181.3p;
401-450kg – Rhevackin 
Farm, Kiltarlity, £780, 
185.7p;
451-500kg – Fan-
blair, Inverness, £850, 
176.4p;
501-550kg – Leidi-
chruich, Heights of 
Docharty, £780, 147.2p; 
551-600kg – Rheguile, 
Edderton, £875, 145.8p; 
over 601kg – Wester 
Balblair, £900, Castle 
Heather, 148p.
Heifers up to 200kg 
– Brae, £335, 176.3p; 
201-250kg – Limekilns, 
£370, 160.9p; 
251-300kg – Limekilns, 
£680, 189.3p; 
301-350kg – Limekilns, 
£610, 196.8p; 
351-400kg – Clury 
Farm, Dulnain Bridge, 
£630, 176.5p; 
401-450kg – Balnuran, 
Culloden Moor, £690, 
168.3p;
451-500kg – Flower-
burn House, Fortrose, 

£740, Clury Farm, 
161.2p;
501-550kg – 6 Ardin-
drain, Kiltarlity, £830, 
164.4p.
OTM cows: Fanblair, 
(LimX), £805; Wester 
Balblair, (Sim), £785; 
The Cloy, Fortrose, 
(SalX), £705.
OTM bulls: Strollamus, 
(Lim), £705; Achue, 
Spinningdale, (Char), 
£695; Tong Farm, 
(BSH), £505.
OTM cows: 6 Ardin-
drain, (LimX), 111p; 
Wester Balblair, (Sim), 
101.3p; The Cloy, 
(SalX), 94.6p.
OTM bulls: 
Auchnafearn, (AA), 
72.5p; Achue, (Char), 
70.9p; Tong Farm, 
(BSH), 59.8p.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
251-300kgs Ladywell 
£410, Hillview 147.3p; 
301-350kgs Laigh 
Alticane £600, Gilstonn 
177.7p;
351-400kgs Common 
£655, 174.1p; 
401-450kgs Low 
Drumrae £770, Montalt 
172.6p;

£900, 195.7p; 
501-550kgs Glenfernate 
£930, Bargany 175.6p; 
551-600kgs Elmscleugh 
£940, Pitlochie 167.6p; 
601-650kgs Elmscleugh 
£980, 161.7p; 
651-700kgs Halbeath 
£985, 147p.
Heifers
251-300kgs Gartentru-
ach £365, 134.2p; 
301-350kgs Graystale 
£490, Gartentruach 
148.7p;
351-400kgs Farden 
£650, Laigh Alticane 
168.5p;
401-450kgs Common 
£750, 178.1p; 
451-500kgs Bar-
gany £820, Over Kellie 
173.4p;

£850, 162.8p; 

551-600kgs Avenue-
head £820, 142.9; 
601-650kgs Plean £860, 
132.7p.
OTM Cows
Langbank of Balhaldie 
Charolais £1,115, 
140.8p; Torrax Limou-
sin £975, 141.9p and 
Meadowfoot Simmental 
£975, Mountquhannie 
134.8p;
Dumphin Aberdeen 
Angus £865, Poltalloch 
117.8p; 
Drumboy Hereford 
£835, 136.8p and 
Mountquhannie Blonde 
d’Aquitaine £835, 125p.
OTM Bulls
Hillview Simmental 
£915, Balvadock 90.7p; 
Wester Bowhouse 
Shorthorn £785, 85.8p; 
Hillview Aberdeen 
Angus £705, Lands of 
Drumhead 83.5.

FORT WILLIAM
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Store lambs: 
Cross, Kentallen, Isle of 
Mull, £59.
Cheviot, Knockie Es-
tate, £57.
Lleyn: Torlundy Farm, 
Fort William, £53.
Blackface: Blargie 
Farm, Laggan, £51.50.
Suffolk X: Arisaig 
Farms, Arisaig, £41. 
Ewes:
Blackface: Croft 6, Ach-
anellan, Roy Bridge, 
2 Achnaphubuil, Fort 
William, £50.
Cross: Ockle, Achara-
cle, £48.
Cheviot: Torlundy 
Farm, Fort William, 
£47.50.
Gimmers: Cross, 19 
Blarmacfoldach, Fort 
William, £34. 
Feeding sheep: 
Blackface: Croft 6, £47; 
Lleyn: Torlundy Farm, 
£45.50.
Cheviot: Bundalloch 
Sheep Stock Club, 
Dornie, £41.
Cross: Achadhulachra-
ich, Invergarry, £39.

UNITED Auctions 
had a catalogued entry 
of 706 cattle at their 
annual October sale at 
Tiree Auction Mart on 
Sunday.

All classes sold at 
favourable comparisons 
to principal mainland 
centres and with all 
the regular mainland 
buyers in attendance 
sellers received  values 
which met with their 
expectations.

Charolais bullocks 
from Heylipol Farm 
sold to £1,000 per head. 
Drumaglea heifers sold 
to £815 per head. Bullock 
calves from 1 Kilkenneth 
fetched 215p per kilo, 
whilst Main Road led 
the heifer calves per kilo 
at 231p. 

Cast Cows from 
Drumaglea sold to £945 
per head and Greenhill 
Cows sold to 109p per 
kilo.

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd sold 802 
store cattle, suckled 
calves and breeding 
cattle at their Oban BVD 
monitored show and sale, 
sponsored by Intervet.

Best breeding heifer 
calf was from DC Lewis, 
Drimnin, Morvern, for 
Bob Moffat, while the 
best bulling heifer came 
from Wester Colliechat, 
Callander.

Bullocks averaged 
152p (n/c) selling to 

200p per kilo for a 255 
kilo Limousin from 
M Poulton, Iochdar, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull, 
and to £660 for two 
520 kilo Limousin from 
A McCuish, Brulin, 
Tarbert. Heifers averaged 
180p (n/c) to 315p for a 
235 kilo Sim-Luing from 
H & NA MacCorkindale, 
Scammadale, Kilninver 
and to £800 for three 
360kilo Shorthorns 
from Killundine Estates, 
Morvern.

Heifers sell to 315p at 
Oban show and sale

Heylipol bullocks 
fetch £1,000 per head

Special air service to 
A HEADACHE over how to 
deliver a consignment of salmon 
pens to a remote hill loch in 
north Kintyre has been solved 
thanks to a specially chartered 
heavy-lift helicopter.

Salmon farming company 
Northern Isles Salmon Ltd 
decided to upgrade its smolt 
growing operation from ex-
seawater steel square pens at 
Loch Garasdale to circular 

pens are made from tough 
polyethylene to ensure the 
highest level of containment, 
whilst maintaining a low visual 
impact.

However, the remote location 

ruled out road transport. 
Instead, the materials for the 

2.7 tonne, 50m circumference 
pens was delivered to the nearby 
coastal site at Rhunahaorine 
Point for fabrication. 

They were then airlifted to 

the nearby hills by a Super 
Puma AS332C, chartered from 

Helirig, in around four hours.
Once all the pens were on 

site, Fusion Marine engineers 
completed the construction of a 
central access pontoon with the 
pens arranged in a four-by-four 
arrangement on either side. 

Steven Butler, of Northern 
Isles Salmon Ltd, said: ‘The 

top priority for any company and 
this is why we have invested in 

to achieving the level of 
containment required in exposed 
hill lochs.

‘Further investment has 
been made to increase net 

containment measures and 
provide Northern Isles Salmon 
with a safe and stable platform 
to grow smolts.’

Iain Forbes, of Fusion Marine, 
said: ‘This was a complicated 
logistical problem that required 
a specialised solution. The 
helicopter lift was a fantastic 
achievement that secured the 
safe delivery of the pens.’ The specially chartered Super Puma AS332C carefully lowers one of the Fusion 

Marine circular fish pens to the Northern Isles Salmon Ltd farm at Loch Garasdale.

A FREE conference for 
land managers interested in 
developing on-farm renewables 
projects will be held at 
Lochgilphead High School next 
week.

Entitled Sustainable
Communities – The Way 
Forward,
two-day conference at the joint 
campus will be chaired by 
BBC Scotland broadcaster Ken 
MacDonald, who will explore 
what makes a sustainable 
community.

The second day of the 
conference will be chaired 
by Scottish energy minister 
and Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather and will examine ways 
in which farmers, crofters, estate 
owners and land managers can 

Lucy Sumsion, the Argyll and 
islands regional manager for 
NFUS, said: ‘The conference 
has been organised at a 
weekend to give everyone the 
best opportunity to attend. 

‘The event is free with 
all refreshments and lunch 
provided.

‘If you are currently thinking 
about the options for income 
generation from renewables 
then this event is for you.’

To book a place for one or 
both days of the conference, 
which will be held between 
November 13-14, contact Neil 
Donaldson, at Big Green Tarbert 
on 01880 821504 or email 
biggreentarbert@btinternet.
com.

Green farm conference In calf Limousin realises £750
DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 
37 weaned calves and store cattle, 9 adult 
head of breeding cattle, 10 OTM cattle and 
409 store sheep of all classes at Portree on 
Monday.

Bullocks averaged 132.3p and sold to 175p 
per kilo for an 80 kilo Aberdeen Angus cross 
from Lyndale, Portree, and £590 for 520 
kilo Luing cross from Husabost, Borrodale.

Heifers averaged 128.3p and sold to 
165.6p per kilo for a pair of 305 kilo Luing 
crosses from Husabost, and £640 for a 410 
kilo Luing cross also from Husabost.

Young bulls sold to 128.1p per  kilo and 

£410 for a 320 kilo Limousin cross from 5 
Borreraig, Dunvegan.

Breeding cattle sold to £750 for an in calf 
Limousin cross from Glenbrittle, Carbost.

OTM cattle sold to 108.2p per  kilo and 
£920 for an 850 kilo Charolais cross from 
Glenbrittle.

Lambs sold to £42 per head for Crosses 
from 12 Kingsburgh, Snizort.

Ewes and gimmers sold to £50 per head 
for Cheviots gimmers from 14 Hungladder, 
Kilmuir. Feeding sheep sold to £56 per 
head for a Blackface wedder from South 
Cuidreach, Earlish.

Bumper trade reported at Fort William
DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 970 
store sheep of all classes at its Fort William 
sale on Friday, where all classes met the 
dearest trade of the season and more could 
have been sold to advantage.

Lambs averaged £37.10 per head and sold 

to £64.50 for Suffolk crosses from Blargie 
Farm, Laggan. Ewes sold to £52 for Cheviots 
from Knockie Estate, Whitebridge.

Gimmers sold to £45 for Blackfaces from 
Croft 6, Glenuig. Feeding sheep sold to £51 
for a Blackface ram from Croft 6, Glenuig.

Sure Calf show and 
sale at Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 
1,728 suckled calves at 
the Sure Calf sponsored
show and sale at Stirling on 
Monday.

Bullocks averaged 185.2p, 
a drop of £79 on the year to 
261.9p per kilo for 336 kilo 
Charlois X from The Ross 
and £880 for a 336 kilo 
CharloisX from The Ross.

Heifers averaged 165.1p, 
down £74 on the year, to 
295.2p per kilo for 332kilo 
CharloisX from Cameron 
Farm and £980 for a 332kilo 
CharloisX from Cameron 
Farm. At the show prior to 
the sale, Mr Thomson from 
West Park had the overall 
champions, with another 
of his cattle winning the 
reserve champion title.

The full results are as fol-
lows:

Champion: Mr Thomson, 
West Park £860; Reserve 
champion: Mr Thomson, 
West Park £800.

Single stot calf: 1st Mr 
Thomson,Westpark £800; 
2nd Mr Smith, Barmurrie 
£730.

Single heifer calf: 1st Mr 
Thomson, Westpark £800; 
2nd Mr McGibbon, West 
Quarter £670.

Pen of 8 stot calves: 1st 
Mr Thomson, West Park 
£700; 2nd Glenkilrie Farms 
£640.

Pen of eight heifer calves: 
1st Mr Thomson, West Park 
£620.

Champion Pen of eight 
calves: Mr Thomson West 
Park £700.

Dingwall prime 
cattle and sheep
DINGWALL Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 68 prime cat-
tle and 476 prime sheep at 
Dingwall last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 
164.3p (-0.5) and sold to 
176p per kilo for a 515kg 
Limousin cross from Fair-
muir Road, Muir of Ord. 
Prime heifers averaged 
166.7p (-1.4p) and sold 
to 178p per kilo for a 570 
kilo Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall.

New season lambs aver-
aged 152.4p (-4.5p).

Pedigree Highland Cattle for Sale
Sire : Domhnull Dubh of Glamis Castle

Black Highland Bull.
Domhnull Dubh of Beinn Aileach

D.o.B – 22/09/2007
Stock bull, presently running with our breeding 

cows. Mother and sisters can be seen. 

 Pedigree black heifers.
D.o.B. –September 2007 – June 2008

Mothers can be seen, easy calvers. 

All cattle hardy, quiet and well handled. 
Beinn Aileach is a small, closed fold of 

pedigree Highland cattle.

For further information contact
Mobile no. - 07711310959

Pedigree Hebridean 
and Shetland tups 

FOR SALE

Mid Argyll
May deliver.  

Tel: 01546 830181
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Last
Week’s 
Solution

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

BenderlochMyVillage

Across
1 How to play charades (4)
3 Gentle (8)
9 Voted person (7)
10 Silly (5)
11 Don't give a true picture of (12)
13 Boggy (6)
15 Surroundings (6)
17 Ready to fly! (5,7)
20 Examination (5)
21 Gloom (7)
22 Suitable (8)
23 Long composition (4)

Down
1 The very leasts (8)
2 Swollen gland virus (5)
4 Leaders (6)
5 Lifestyle (5,7)
6 Mediterranean aristocracy (7)
7 Bean (4)
8 Inflamation of the brain (12)
12 Dead end (3,2,3)
14 Assemble (7)
16 Compensate for (6)
18 Hurry (3,2)
19 Spanish wine (4)
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Dutch navy visits Oban 
ahead of exercise

AN INTEREST in the town’s whisky 
brought two minehunter ships from 
the Royal Netherlands Navy (RNLN) 
to Oban at the weekend.

Two ships are taking part in a joint 
maritime course (JMC) this week off 
the west Highlands with a number of 
ships from other navies invited to take 
part by the Royal Navy.

Rather than head for Faslane, 
where all the other ships taking part 

of HNLMS Willemstad, Lieutenant 
Commander Marcel Smits, and the 

HNMLS Vlaardingen decided that 
as most of their crews had been to 
Faslane before they would try to go 
somewhere else for a couple of days 
before the JMC.

Lieutenant Commander Smits said: ‘I 
found Oban on the chart and telephoned 
the harbour master at the North Pier 
and asked if it would be possible for 
two minehunters this size to come into 

Oban. The reason I choose Oban was 
because I knew the name  - because of 
the malt whisky!’

Some of the crew had already been 

had a look at the web cam and even 
told the family and friends at home 
what time they would be berthing on 
Friday so they could watch over the 
internet.

Ben Nevis
As well as exploring the town, the 

distillery and other parts of the area, 
some of the crew were hoping to get to 
Fort William to climb Ben Nevis.

While berthed at the North Pier, the 
two mine sweepers were dressed in 

of Lord Nelson’s victory and also 
sounded the ship’s horn at midday on 
Friday eight times.

Gaelic speakers should be 
proud to be bi-lingual

GAELIC is possibly experiencing its 
most successful year ever in terms of 

status and political support, a Highland 
MSP believes.

But ‘use it or lose it’ is still the 
message to be kept at the forefront 
of its current revival, Royal National 
Mòd audiences were told by MSP John 
Fraquhar Munro at Stornoway’s new 
An Lanntair arts centre.

The Liberal Democrat member for 
Ross, Skye and Inverness West said 

and pride in the language, helped by 
the new Gaelic Language Act and the 
efforts of Bord na Gaidhlig and other 
bodies such as the Mòd.

‘But ultimately, and rightly, it is the 
people themselves who have the power 
of life for Gaelic,’ he said.

Speaking in Gaelic at the opening 
of the Mòd, the MSP said there were 
causes for optimism with the Bord 
creating a national plan for Gaelic, 
public bodies being required to 
implement plans to deliver services 
through the Gaelic medium, the Gaelic 
arts and feisean movements and census 

of the language among young Gaelic 
speakers.

Dennis Hardley moved to the Benderloch area 
from Liverpool nearly 40 years ago, giving up 
his job as an airline technician to become a 
landscape photographer. He now shares his full 
time photography business with son Tony and 
photographs of their home village have since 
travelled all over the world. Now a sprightly 70, 
Dennis told reporter STEVEN FLANAGAN there’s 
nowhere else he’d rather be.

What makes Benderloch special 
for you and why did you move 
there? 

to live here. 
We actually chose it for the primary 

school for the kids, but it’s nice and 
quiet and quite near Oban.  

It’s a really nice place and the 
community is like a big family. You 
just don’t get that in the cities.  

Everyone knows each other here 
and that’s excellent, it makes it a 
nice little place. 

If you go up the hill at Beinn Lora 
and look down you see Benderloch 
in a different way – you see its 
topography, its situation, its beach 
- it’s fantastic.  

We actually thought, well if it’s a 
good enough place for people from 
all over the world to come to for 
their holidays, it’s good enough for 
us.

Obviously, you’re not indigenous 
to the area. Did you feel welcome 
in Benderloch?

I remember doing a slide show here 
and afterwards someone said to me 
‘I know you’re from Liverpool, but 
we’re very happy to have you here 
– you’re an asset to the village.’

So yes, very welcome.

How would you describe 
Benderloch to people?

Whenever I see someone from 
outside the area I say, ‘why don’t 
you come to the area?’

One of the unique things about 
Benderloch is that the kids 

go out on their bikes without a 
problem.

As I said, I came here because 
I wanted to be a landscape 
photographer. There’s so much to 
see here and that’s why I tell people 
to come here.

You’re also not far from places 
like Loch Etive, Glen Etive, Mull, 
Lismore, Kerrera – all great places.  
That’s another reason I tell people to 
come here.

Do you have a favourite scene to 
photograph in Benderloch?

so much to choose from.  One of 
the best views of the area is to go 
up Beinn Lora.  It’s one of the most 
photogenic areas of Scotland.

From up there you can see Tralee 
Bay and Mull, together with 
Benderloch.

How much has Benderloch changed 
since you moved there?

Well I’ve got a picture taken in the 

Now there’s all these houses and the 
old folks home on it.  

Apart from that, Benderloch hasn’t 
changed that much. The shop has 
changed a bit – it’s pink now.

Do you have a favourite building 
in Benderloch?

One of my favourites is the Isle 
of Eriska Hotel – which is almost 
Benderloch! 

Lots of celebrities go there and it’s 
a really nice location.

I like Barcaldine Castle too, which 
isn’t far away.

There’s also a church that’s now a 
home next to the school. It used to 
belong to a Mr Forbes who I think 
used to run a furniture store here.

It’s been said that a pictures says a 
thousands words – any stories from 
your pictures?

There was a Michael Strathearn here 
who died a few years ago but I had 

taken his picture long before he had 
died. I love people and taking pictures 
of them. I had been asked to send 
photographs through to America for 
a company that produced calendars 
with views of Scotland. 

On each page there was an inset with 
a picture of a person from each area.

Years later, after Michael died, his 
son Lachie went to California for a 
holiday and he came back to me and 

other side of the world, he gets off 

staring back at him? His dad!  
Lachie didn’t know I’d even taken 

the picture. I take pictures of people 
all the time and it throws up so many 
stories. There’s more to a picture 
than just a scene – it freezes the 
moment.

What’s the funniest story you’ve 
heard about Benderloch?

There was a woman who was 
notorious for having bad eyesight. 

One day she was driving along 
the village when she bumped into 
a pie delivery van that was stopped 
outside the village shop. 

The driver was furious and having 
a real go at the lady, who was in her 
80s.  The owner of the shop came 
out and said ‘Come on, she’s in her 
80s and there isn’t much damage.’ 
She had just broken his rear light.

The delivery man turned to her and 
said: ‘That’s not the point – she did 
the exact same thing to me yesterday 
in Oban!’

She was good natured though. 
One day she received a package by 
recorded delivery and she assumed 
that it was for me, so brought it 
round to the house we rented from 
her. 

Off she went and I went inside to 

open the box. 
Inside it was an eye!  She had one 

eye full of cataracts and the other 
was glass, so I had to return the 
package to her.
Are there any challenges facing 
Benderloch?

I’m against people buying a second 
home to be used for a holiday home. 

For example, on Tiree, there are lots 
of holiday homes there but the island 
needs the support of the community 
– not of empty houses. I wouldn’t 
want that happening here.

What annoys me is that people only 
pay half the council tax on holiday 
homes – it should be triple. 

People make a village – are there 
any characters in Benderloch that 
stand out for you?

I think so. It’s a very welcoming 
place, so there are lots of nice people.  
There are the unsung heroes too.

Steve Eccles runs a website called 
Benderloch.com and he does a power 
of work to get people into the area.

There’s also Raymond Law, 
a retired policeman, and Lewis 
Morrison at the garage. 

The reason I mention these two 
guys is that they can often be seen 

cutting the grass.  They keep the 
place tidy.

There may be other people who 
do it as well, but they’re the only 
ones I’ve seen doing it and it is 
appreciated by the village.

Autumn settles over Loch Etive in this picture from Dennis, also taken from the peak of Beinn Lora. Picture: www.scotphoto.com

Dennis Hardley, right, with his son Tony, with whom he runs his 
photography business. 15_t45myvillage1
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Offers in the 
region of 
£125,000

12 Shuna Terrace, Oban
Well presented ex local authority mid terraced 
house in a popular residential area. With lovely 
views over Oban Bay and the surrounding 
hills and within easy reach of all town centre 
facilities and amenities
Vestibule, hall, lounge, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms and 
bathroom
Double glazing
Night storage heating

Attractive rear garden
Large communal front 
garden
On street parking

West Coast property service

Dunollie, Corran Brae

Solid fuel central heating, 
double glazed throughout, 

Jacuzzi bath, 
walk in condition

£95,000
Telephone 07799137520

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers in the region of £210,000

COILLE GRIANACH 
DERVAIG, ISLE OF MULL PA75 6QR 
Well presented bungalow with attached garage approximately 
one mile from the village of Dervaig.   Occupying an elevated 
position and situated within 3 acres of ground with views to the 
surrounding countryside and overlooking the village from part 
of the garden.   At present a holiday home and self catering 
unit but would make an ideal family home. Accommodation 
comprises: vestibule, hall, lounge, kitchen, 2 bedrooms and 
bathroom. Viewing recommended.

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

FIXED PRICE:
£370,000

The Knoll, Duncraggan Road, Oban
SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED 
VILLA
STUNNING PANORAMIC 
VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY
CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE
KITCHEN/DINER
LOUNGE
FAMILY ROOM
5 BEDROOMS

BATHROOM
UTILITY ROOM
DOUBLE GLAZING (BEDROOM 
5 AND STAIR WINDOW 
- SECONDARY GLAZING)
GAS FIRED CENTRAL 
HEATING
LARGE GARDEN WITH 
FEATURE DECKED AREA

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 Fax: 0131 229 4827

FREEHOLD FOR SALE - 
OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £45,000

CAMISKY WOOD 
Spean Bridge, Inverness-shire
24.33 Hectares/60.11 Acres
A well located 
commercial conifer 
plantation with timber 
ready for felling 

situated between 
Fort William and 
Spean Bridge with 
sporting rights.Price on 

Application

CRUACHAN HOUSE
OTTER CREEK, TAYNUILT, ARGYLL

We are instructed to offer for sale this 
detached contemporary dwelling on 
the outskirts of the village of Taynuilt. 
The one and a half storey property 
is almost complete and requires all 

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the region 
of £199,000

Brightly-presented 
accommodation comprises 
vestibule, kitchen, living room, 
store, three bedrooms and 
bathroom.
Partially-completed adjoining 

byre offering further 
development potential.  
Sizeable but easily maintained 
area of garden ground.
Double glazed.  Solid fuel 

Baugh, Isle of Tiree
Lovingly restored blackhouse finished in a wonderfully 
warm and rustic style.
Beautifully situated on the island’s south coast at Baugh.

NEW
PRICE

Guide Price 
£285,000

Acha, Balvicar 
A  newly completed superior quality 
architect designed Detached House 
set in a delightful rural area with far 
reaching countryside views.

Accommodation comprises Lounge, Dining Area, 
Kitchen (client choice), 4 Bedrooms (1 with En 
Suite Shower Room), Utility Room, Bathroom, 
Cloakroom, Detached Garage, Garden with Timber 
Decking.  Double glazing, air source heating.

KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCY

Offers over 
£70,000

This lovely little mid-terrace bungalow, freshly 
decorated and in walk-in condition, is situated 
in a central but quiet area convenient for all 
local amenities.  Gas central heating and 
double glazing throughout.

• Sitting Room
• Kitchen

• Bedroom
• Bathroom

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

West Coast property service

BUSINESS FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY 

BUSINESS COVERING THE MID ARGYLL AREA.  
EXISTING CLIENT BASE, EXCELLENT TURNOVER.

SALE INCLUDES ALL EQUIPMENT, FIXTURES & 
FITTINGS AND DELIVERY VEHICLE.

PRICE £55,000
ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE TO SERIOUS PARTIES ONLY.

 CONTACT 01546 600222 FOR DETAILS.

COMMERCIAL

FULLY FURNISHED 
2 BEDROOM FLAT 
TO RENT IN OBAN,
close to centre and all 

amenities, available from 
20th November, 

£500 pcm, 6 month 
minimum lease, deposit 
and references required,

Tel 01491 872324

Charming 3-bedroom 
furnished cottage 
mid Argyll 20-min 

Tarbert/40-min 
Lochgilphead.

Garden, wood-burning 
stove, sea view. 

£525.00 pm plus rates/
utilities.

References required. 
No dss or smokers. 

textline13@gmail.com
or 0131-5511736

House for rent 
Fully furnished three 

bedroom house for rent 
in Benderloch village. 
Garden with private 

parking. Available for 
long let. References 

required. No DSS, pets 
or smokers

Contact
07900 828217

FOR RENT
3 Bed Detached 

House
Creag Bhan, 

Oban, parking
ref. required

£700
(includes C/Tax)

contact
01852300339

or 07900412251

GLENCOE 
VILLAGE

Desirable 3 bedroom, 
2 bathroom 

unfurnished house
with private garden.

£400 pcm + C/Tax.

One months deposit

6 months lease

No pets or smokers

Tel: 07899950974

TO LET

TO LET
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED
4 Bedroom House
in central Oban

Views over 
Oban Bay

£600 pcm + C/Tax

Tel: 07760 766528

TO LET
Campbeltown Town Centre

Secure yard
Fully concreted and securely fenced

For further details please call 
01586 552698 or 07788 923890

TO RENT
Recently refurbished 
two bedroom ground 
floor flat on Hillside 

Road, Campbeltown.

Fully-furnished, off 
street parking for 2 cars, 
gardens to front and rear.

Available 1st December

No pets, smokers, DSS

Contact: 07917 353866

Flat for Rent

Available for long let
No DSS

£340 per calendar month + Council Tax
Apply in writing to Box number 100, 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB 

TO LET
Modern 3 Bedroom 
Terraced Cottage.  

Close to Campbeltown.  
DG, EH, multi fuel stove 

and garden. White 
goods and furniture 

included. Would suit a 
professional couple. 

Rent £420 per month. 
Deposit £420.

07731 790240. TO LET
2 bedroom modern cottage 

4 miles from Lochgilphead
Fully furnished

No DSS
Deposit required

£380 p.c.m + bills
Telephone 01546 605226

WANTED

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

2/3 Bedroom 

Large Garden and 

Approx 1 Mile from 
Lochgilphead.

£450 PCM 
plus Utilities

No Smokers and No Pets

Tel - 07553370360

FOR SALE
LOCAL HAULAGE BUSINESS

For sale as a going concern easy to run transport business in 
an established and highly regarded company with a long and 
respected reputation for operational efficiency and a limitless 

capacity for expansion.  There is a high volume of repeat 
business.  This firm could be an excellent bolt on acquisition.

Further information available for interested parties only.

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP
(01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

FLAT TO LET 
NEAR

SPEAN BRIDGE
Part furnished, 

2 rooms, kitchen 
and bathroom, 

£250 per month.
Telephone 

01397 712227

COMMERCIAL 
PREMISES

TO LET
Former 

Amsol Garage
Shore Street, Oban

Immediate entry

Tel: 01631 564628 
after 6pm.

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

OPTION 2

OPTION 3

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £205
All adverts include 

free web listing 
until sold

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ADVERTISE
YOUR 

PROPERTY
FOR

THREE WEEKS
IN OUR NEW PROPERTY 
PAGE STARTING FROM

ONLY £205.

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £265

Prices are exclusive 

of VATOPTION 1

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £325

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

AUCTION
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ENVIRONMENT Minister 
Roseanna Cunningham has 
slammed media reports that 
Scotland’s public forests, 
including those in the West 
Highlands, could be sold off as 
‘total nonsense and wide of the 
mark’.

Ms Cunningham said the 
claims showed ‘a very clear 
misunderstanding’ that Scotland 
had been in control of its own 
forestry policy since 2003.

‘It is quite clearly a matter for 
Scottish Ministers to determine 
the future of Forestry Commission 

Scotland and the national forest 
estate in Scotland - it is certainly 
not a decision for Westminster,’ 
she said.

‘However, let me be quite clear, 
we have no plans to dispose 
of the national forest estate in 
Scotland and there is no review 
of Forestry Commission Scotland 
being undertaken. The Scottish 
Government views Scotland’s 
forests as a source of national 
pride and an important public 
asset which can help deliver 

environmental and social terms.’

LOCHABER’S only representative in 
the Delhi Commonwealth Games closing 
ceremony donned her costume once more 
last Wednesday – for a classroom project.

Jasmine Adams, from Highbridge, Spean 
Bridge, was one of 350 Scottish performers 
in the spectacular routine marking the 
handover of the Games to Glasgow in 
2014.

Enthused by the experience, Jasmine, 
a supply teacher at Inverlochy Primary 
School, came to work in her Commonwealth 
Games costume with press cuttings for her 
P7 class at to write reports on the handover 
celebrations.

‘It was a fantastic experience,’ Jasmine told 
The Oban Times. ‘I’m really enthusiastic 
about Glasgow 2014.’

Assault man     
jailed for               
nine months
A FORT William man who 
admitted assaulting two 

arrest has been sentenced to 
nine months in prison.

Paul Archibald, aged 
43, of 4 Brown Court, 
previously pled guilty to 

attempting to butt him, 
assaulting a second police 

by struggling violently with 
them.

Sentencing Archibald at 
Fort William Sheriff Court, 
Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 
said: ‘I can see no reason 
why police in Fort William 
or anywhere else should 
have to put up with this kind 
of behaviour.’

Woman had        
class A drug

£265 after being caught 
by police with 10 ecstasy 
tablets in Lochaber.

Vikki Gibson, aged 26, of 
10 Alloway Grove, Paisley, 
pled guilty to possessing 
the class A drug, worth an 
estimated £25, on June 11. 

Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard Gibson was on 
her way to the Rock Ness 
music festival when she was 
stopped by police in a lay-
by on the A82 at Stronaba 
near Spean Bridge.

Barra pensioner banned 
from driving
A BARRA pensioner whose dangerous driving caused a 
crash between him and another car has been banned from 

Donald Galbraith, aged 78, of 11 Glen, Castlebay, pled 
guilty to dangerous driving, repeatedly crossing onto the 
other side of the road, driving erratically and colliding with 
another car. 

Fort William Sheriff Court heard the incident happened 
on the A82 between Fort Augustus and South Laggan 
Locks on April 28. Galbraith and the driver of the other car 
were both injured in the crash.

THE CASE against a Fort 
William woman accused of 
running over a man in Caol 
has been continued without 
plea.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard Lindsay Scott, aged 
35, of 41 Blar Mhor Road 

SLEAT Community Trust Director Duncan MacInnes 
has completed his task of swimming in 60 lochs in Sleat 
on the Isle of Skye. 

Duncan clambered out of Loch Gauscavaig on Sunday 
having raised about £4,000 for in sponsorship for Sleat 
Community Trust – and somewhat slimmer than when 

Apart from swimming in lochs of all sizes, Duncan, 
accompanied by his wife Polly or other supporters, 
walked 60 miles across broken moorland and peat hags, 
and climbed 9,000 feet - the equivalent of 3 Cuillins.

‘I have lost about a stone this summer,’ Duncan told 
The Oban Times. ‘People have been saying I should be 
writing a book about it - but I would only direct folk to 
perhaps 10 of the lochs as pleasant and safe places to 
swim.

shows it as blue and I can get into the water, then it is a 
‘swim’. Sometimes this has been in large clear beautiful 
lochs, but once or twice it has been just a splash in a 
foot of water and three feet of mud!’

‘It has been bracing to be honest, but the easy bit was 
the swim. Walking in was the tough part – some of the 
bogs and peat hags were murderous.’

‘I almost gave up towards the end of September, 
when I still had more than 20 lochs to complete, but the 
spell of good weather and a severe talking-to from my 
motivational trainer, whom I am married to, means we 
have got them all done.’

Duncan, 60, said his venture was an amazing 
experience as he swam with the hills echoing to the 
sound of rutting stags, and shared the water with diving 
birds, newts and ducks.

At one loch he swam out to a tiny island with no 
visible marks of previous civilisations – and made 
a unilateral declaration of independence for all 
MacInneses!

All monies raised are for Sleat Community Trust to 

and garage at Armadale, which was purchased by the 
community in 2007 through a Big Lottery grant. 

KYLEAKIN Primary School roll is up to 28 after a 
family with young children moved into the area. Pupil 
numbers stood at only 23 before the summer.

Meanwhile, the P4-P7s are to hold a coffee afternoon 
and non-uniform day on November 18 in aid of 
Children in Need.

Teacher Gayle Morrison told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
going to have a wear something spotty day.’

Concern raised over 
proposed police 
station closure
CONCERNS were raised at 
Sleat Community Council 
on Tuesday night about 
the planned closure of 
Broadford police station.

Chairman Roddy Murray 
told The Oban Times the 
move, combined with a 
centralisation of local health 
services and the loss of a 
teacher from Sleat Primary 
School, was a worrying 
trend.

‘If police are stationed 
30 miles away in Kyle or 
Broadford it takes longer for 
them to get here,’ he said. 

‘I do think these services, 
which we have had for 
generations past, are 
suddenly all changing, and 
that change is affecting 
remote rural areas more 
compared to other parts.’

Skye Lines

The five piglets prepare for a final feed before their 
move to Sutherland.

Inverlochy P7 pupils Will Kyle, Hannah Bowman and Kayleigh MacMillan strike 
a pose with Delhi performer and Inverlochy supply teacher Jasmine Adams. 
10_f45inver01

A FORT William man who 
brandished a shovel at his 17-year-
old neighbour has escaped with a 
warning from the sheriff.

Thomas Lynch, aged 54, of 
6 Nevisbank Apartments, pled 
guilty to conducting himself in 
a disorderly manner, shouting, 
brandishing a poker or similar 
implement and committing a breach 

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK

of the peace on Belford Road on 
March 20. Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie described the incident as a 
‘neighbourhood dispute’. She 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
the teenager had been listening to 

door, knocked on the window and 
complained about the noise.

Lynch returned shortly afterwards 
with ‘something that looked like 
a poker’ in his hand, waving it in 

tenant. Lynch left and the police 
were contacted.

Defence agent Stephen Kennedy 
told the court the object in Lynch’s 

hand had actually been a small 
gardening shovel. 

There had been a ‘history’ 
between Lynch and his neighbour, 

problem for a number of months’ 
to his neighbours due to ‘parties, 
noise and general mess’. 

‘My client simply could not put 
up with it any longer,’ the solicitor 

said, adding that other neighbours 
had petitioned Highland Council 
asking for the teenager to be 

Sheriff Douglas Small 
admonished Lynch, saying he had 
experienced an ‘extreme degree of 
provocation’. He added: ‘I hope 
you realise you can’t take the law 
into your own hands in future.’

Duncan tackles a tiny Lochan before moving on to 
swim Loch Fada, behind.

Oykel Bridge, Sutherland.
The boost in Raasay’s livestock trade is down to Paul 

Camilli, who keeps a small herd of pigs at his South 
Arnish croft.

The 11 week-old piglets were bedded down in straw 
in the trailer and shipped over to Skye on the 10.55am 
ferry – but one piglet, Bee, was left behind because she 
was too small. Paul said: ‘I had thought of giving her 
to the buyer, but to be honest, unless removed from the 
herd and given special attention, I don’t think she’d ever 
make more than a bacon sandwich!’

The weaners were tranferred to the Sutherland buyer 
at Sconser - ‘a job that gives me recurring nightmares of 
chasing piglets up and down the A87’ – says Paul, but 
everything went like clockwork.

Latest from Raasay is that Bee is tucking into her 
apples, molasses and pellets again after pining for her 
siblings and cousins.

Man brandished shovel at 
noisy teenage neighbour
Court hears accused had experienced ‘an extreme degree of provocation’

TWO ROMANIAN brothers 
who attached ‘skimming’ 
devices to to cash machines 
in Fort William and Inverness 
in an attempt to get people’s 
account details have been 
locked up.

Andreimihai Baluta, aged 
25, c/o Prison of Inverness, 
pled guilty at Fort William 
Sheriff Court to attaching a 
the device to Royal Bank of 
Scotland cash machines on 
High Street, Fort William on 
June 19 and at Morrisons, 
Milburn Road, Inverness on 
May 21.

Andreimihai and Cosmin 
Baluta, aged 19, c/o Prison 
of Inverness, also admitted 

device to the Fort William 
RBS cash machine on June 
21 and 22.

Serious
Sentencing the brothers, 

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 
said: ‘These are serious 
offences which need to be 
dealt with seriously.’ 

He sentenced Andreimihia 
to 20 months in prison and 
Cosmin eight months in a 
young offenders’ institution.

Minister slams forestry sale rumours 
as ‘nonsense and wide of the mark’

Games dancer Jasmine steps back 
into routine for classroom project

is charged with driving 
without due care and 
attention and colliding with 
a man, knocking him to the 
ground and injuring him on 
Ardgour Road on October 
22. The case was continued 
until November 25.

Woman’s case continued without plea

Cash scam 
pair jailed

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

OT
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INVERIE Primary School 
pupils will be stars of the 
show at the village hall later 
this month.

The 10 P1-P7 children 
and three nursery pupils 
will demonstrate seashore 
games they invented as part 
of their eco-schools project 
– then invite members of the 
audience to join in.

Head teacher Eilidh 
Klemm said: ‘The children 
studied the seashore food 

Glenelg
primary pupils                     
back on stage
GLENELG Primary School 
pupils will follow up their 
success at the inter-schools 
Mòd in Plockton last 
month by performing at the 
Highland Night at Plockton 
High School on November 
11.

Head teacher Lorraine 
Smith said: ‘We will take 
our senior class along to do 
Highland dancing, Gaelic 
singing and our percussion 
band will also perform. 
It’s a great chance for the 
primary schools and the 
secondary school to get 
together.’

was held in Plockton as part 
of the Year of Homecoming 
celebrations in 2009.

Curtain up 
on Kyleakin 
Connections    
panto
KYLEAKIN Connections 
will be performing its 
Christmas Pantomime, 
Snow White and the Eight 
Dwarfs, in Kyleakin Hall, 
on November 26 and 27.

Manger Charlene 
MacLeod said: ‘We have 
performed two before to sell 
out crowds. All attenders, 
staff and volunteers take 
part and we make our own 
costumes and scenery.’

High School found out how a new award 
in science could help their careers at an 
information session at the Centre for Health 
Science, Inverness, last Friday. 

The event was organised by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and Highland 

Science Baccalaureate in schools. Charle-
ston Academy is already signed up to the 

School may follow. Principal teacher of bi-
ology Kenny MacIntyre, who led the Loch-
aber group, said: ‘I’m keen on the idea. For 
kids at the upper end it is a progression to 
university and a career in the sciences.’

Portree High School also had 15 S5 pupils 
at the event, which emphasised the key role 
science will play in Scotland’s economic 
development.

Poster prize            
for Spean 
Bridge Primary            
School pupil
A SPEAN Bridge Primary 
School pupil has come 
runner-up in a competition 
to design a poster showing 
how to conserve water. 

Heather Millar, aged 10, 
won a water- powered 
clock in the sustainable 
development competition, 
organised by Highland 
Council.

Head teacher Kate 
MacGillivray said: ‘Heather 
won a water-powered clock 
and a water butt for the 
school for us to collect our 
rainwater in.’

KINLOCHLEVEN Community Trust (KCT) 
has launched its 2011 calendar, featuring 
original photography from locals.

A competition run by the trust asking for 
people to send in photos of the village and 
the surrounding area attracted more than 80 
entrants. It is hoped sales of the calendar 
will raise £1,500 for trust activities.

said: ‘All the winning photographs are 
stunning and sales of the calendars are going 
really well.

‘Some of the new photographs will also be 
used on greeting cards which provide further 

income and we have already been asked for 
some of the winter scenes to be made into 
Christmas cards and these will be available 
to buy shortly.  

‘Once again 12 local businesses have 
sponsored the calendar by taking advertising 
space below each month and a special note 
of thanks is equally due to them for their 
support. All income raised from the sale of 
the 2011 calendar will be allocated towards 
a community project.’

Copies of the calendar are available to view 

MAKING the link between produce on the land 
and food on the plate was the theme of a joint 
school trip to Lochaber Rural Educational Trust’s 
An Clachan centre last Wednesday.

Fifty P5-P7 pupils from Strontian, Banavie 
and Lochyside primary schools took part in the 
Harvest Home event, helped by volunteers and 
teachers.

After learning about the type of foods 
traditionally grown on crofts, the children got 

cooking soup, puddings and clootie dumpling and 
making butter in the churn. 

Ali Berardelli gave an art lesson using oats, 

showed how barley is turned into beer.

the centre - and the day proved a big hit with the 
children, LRET trustee Isabel Campbell told The
Oban Times.

‘It was to let them see how things grown on the 
crofts and in the garden are brought in, cooked 

and eaten,’ she said. ‘It was all about how to be 

food.’
Carol Duncan, learning support teacher at 

Strontian have been here. The kids are absolutely 
loving it. Although there are a lot of crofts in our 
area things have changed a lot over the years and 
none of the children even know what oats were.
They were really surprised to see what went into 
their porridge every morning!’

Staff at Banavie Primary School raised nearly £70 for the ‘Wear it Pink’ breast 
cancer charity campaign by dressing up on Friday. P2/3 teacher Deirdre 
MacDonald, who organised the event, said: ‘Each teacher discussed cancer and 
breast cancer with their class at a level that was appropriate for the children. 
Hopefully this is a start of a support for this really important charity that will 
continue and grow in years to come.’ 10_f45pink01

AN UNLICENSED driver 
who crashed his car in 
Lochaber and failed to 
report it to police has been 

driving for six months.

Hector Jamieson, of 3 Old 
School Place, Pitlochry, 
wrecked his motor on the 
A830 at Bourblach Hill near 
Morar on May 22. 

He pled guilty at Fort 
William Sheriff Court to 
driving without due care 
and attention, losing control 
of the vehicle, crossing 
the road, crashing through 
a fence damaging the car 
and the fence, not reporting 
the accident to police and 
driving without a licence or 
insurance.

An off-duty ambulance 
man who was driving past 
found the car the following 
day and reported it to police, 
who were able to trace 
Jamieson as the owner.

Jamieson, aged 25, suffered 
minor injuries in the incident 
and paid £50 to repair the 
damaged fence.

Fort man   
assaulted         
father in      
drunken rage
A FORT William man who 
admitted beating up his 
father in a drunken rage 

given 240 hours community 
service.

Martyn Lawrie, aged 
21, of Room 4 An Cala, 
Fassifern Road, pled 
guilty to assaulting his 
father Robert Lawrie by 
punching him on the head 
and repeatedly kicking him 
on the body at 22 Glenpane 
Street, Caol, after a night’s 
drinking on August 6. 

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard he also admitted 
destroying a coffee table, 
a lamp and other furniture 
and personal effects and 
damaging the living room 
ceiling at the address on 
various occasions between 
August 6 and 13.

Fort William Primary School pupils really got into the ‘spirit’ of things at their 
Hallowe’en party in the school on Thursday.  Parents, staff and children enjoyed 
an evening of costumed fun and games, which included ‘pass the coffin’, ‘dress the 
mummy’ and ‘scary bumps’. A best pumpkin and best costume competition also 
featured.

THE GROUP attempting 
to buy the former Glencoe 
Hospital wants more time to 
raise £450,000 to fund the 
purchase as a new deadline 
looms.

South Lochaber Community 
Company (SLCC) was 
originally given until June 

114-year-old building, but 
was granted a six-month 
extension until December 7 
by owners NHS Highland.

With the new deadline 

SLCC spokesperson Donald 
Stewart said trustees were 
looking at a number of ways 
to raise the necessary means 
but remained unhappy at 
how long they were given to 
come up with the cash.

He told The Oban Times:
‘One thing is for certain, they 

time.  I asked NHS Highland 
for a year and they gave us 
six months. 

Banavie pupils Thomas Rapley and Victor Smith, right, peel the onions at the soup-making 
table. Alasdair Cameron from Strontian, Banavie pupil Robbie Sangster and Strontian PS 
learning support teacher Carol Duncan had an easier job with the tatties! 10_f45cook01

Lochyside Primary School pupils Ryan Henderson, Tommy Chisholm and Brandon Lopez and 
Banavie kids Isla MacEachan, Jaynie Ireland and Stephanie Hume try their hand at making 
butter. 10_f45cook02

Stag in the Snow by Allan Ferguson, one of the winning photos featured in next 
year’s calendar.

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK

Glencoe cash 
deadline plea 

‘Raising this kind of money 

now we’re in the middle of 
an economic crisis, the like 
of which I have not seen in 
my lifetime.’

SLCC is currently seeking 
more time from NHS 
Highland to get the funds in 
place.

‘We have a number of 
options going forward - 
extending the deadline is one 
of them,’ said Mr Stewart.

SLCC won 58 per cent 
community backing for 
the project last December 
in a Highland Council-run 
ballot. Plans for building 
include a community centre, 
visitor attractions, small 
business start-ups, arts and 
crafts workshops, a café 
and services for the elderly 
such as massage, alternative 

therapies, physiotherapy, 
chiropody and podiatry.

Previously quoted funding 
sources include the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and 
private foundations.

An NHS spokesperson said: 

notice from the community 
company that they need 
more time but if that is the 
case it will be referred to the 
board meeting in December. 

‘The community has 
already had almost a full 
year of exclusive right to 
place a bid which is twice the 
period laid down in the right 
to buy legislation. If we do 
decide to put it on the open 
market it won’t preclude 
the community company 
making an offer but it will 
mean there is potential for 
competition from another 
buyer.’

Hallowe’en party fun at Fort primary

‘In the pink’ for breast cancer charity

Group trying to buy former hospital 
wants more time to raise money

Fine and 
ban for 
crash driver 
who had no 
licence

Kinlochelven trust launches calendar
chain, from the seals right 
down to the algae. They 
have learned that if you 
remove one link in that 
chain, it has a knock on 
effect on the rest. You have 
to look after the little things 
as well.’

The school is working 

award and is due a visit 
from eco-inspectors soom, 
Ms Klemm told The Oban 
Times.

New award steers pupils towards science

Inverie puts the seashore in spotlight

Rural trust school 
project a recipe 
for success

TWO LOCHABER teenagers have 
denied going on a vandalism rampage 
in Caol and Lochside over the course 
of three days.

Callum Mercer, aged 18, of Glenloy 
Lodge, Banavie, and Fhianan Clyne, 
also 18, of Old Road, Glenuig, pled not 
guilty to committing a string of alleged 
offences on August 18, 23 and 26. 

The pair are accused of entering an 
insecure dwelling on Riverside Park 
and stealing a handbag containing £70 
and a mobile phone, stealing a bike and 

Riverside Park with intent to commit 
theft and damaging a garden shrub.

The men are also accused of breaking 
a stone bird bath, bending and breaking 

a metal shed door, breaking an oil 
tank pipe causing oil to spill over the 
surrounding garden, scratching the 
paintwork of a van, entering a car and 
stealing a toolbox, damaging garden 
fences and breaking the wing mirror of 
a car. 

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood set a trial 
date for November 12.

THE ANNUAL Hallowe’en 
party in Glencoe Village 
Hall proved a bit hit with 
local kids on Friday night.

The event saw about 60 
youngsters from Black Cor-
ries, Kingshouse, Ballachul-
ish and Glencoe enjoying a 
night of games and karaoke.

Winners of the fancy dress 
competition were: Under 5 
years: 1 Molly McLachlan, 
princess; 2 Jake Wilson, 

pirate; 3 Brodie Milne, 
bunny. 6-8 year olds: 1 
David Murphy, purple man; 
2 Katie Higgins, devil girl; 
3 Daniel MacRae, cyber-
man. 9-12 years: 1 Michael 
Smith, guitarist; 2 Eilidh 
Smith, red devil; 3 Jordan 
Lawrie, grim reaper.

Glencoe Heritage Trust 
thanks everyone who helped 
give the youngsters a great 
party. 

Hallowe’en party fun for youngsters

Teenagers deny three-day rampage
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Property Services Officer
Lochgilphead
Salary Grade 5 (£26,179 - £29,088) 35 hours per week

The Association is seeking to recruit a highly motivated individual to 
assist in delivering a high quality Property and Estate Management 
and Maintenance service to its tenants in the Mid Argyll area.
Candidates should hold an HNC in Housing Maintenance or a 
relevant technical skill; preferably Electrical (17th edition) or Gas Safe 
Registered, along with a full driving licence.
Full details of the duties of the post and a person specification can be 
obtained on our  website at www.acha.co.uk ;  by contacting the HR 
& Corporate Services Department, 63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, 
PA30 8DX, Tel No 01546 604095 or by emailing recruitment@acha.
co.uk
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 19th November 2010
Interviews for these posts will be held on Monday 29th November 
2010.
ACHA is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.  We 
value diversity in our workforce and welcome applications from all 
sectors of the community. 

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute 
where people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

Office Manager/Accounts Assistant
Wylie & Bisset LLP are seeking an experienced Accounts 
Assistant to manage their Oban office.

Applicants should be capable of working on their own initiative and 
possess knowledge of Accounts production and VAT.  

Salary negotiable.

Please send CV to The Staff Partner, Wylie & Bisset LLP, 
168 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TP

Closing date: 19 November 2010.
To apply visit our website

Communications Offi cer (Temporary)
£26,753 - £30,129 Lochgilphead Ref CXH00114
You’ll be a talented all-round communicator, with a background in PR, journalism or marketing, 
able to translate complicated messages into compelling stories. You’ll have a handle on new 
media, as well as the ability to work with traditional channels. You’ll be
confi dent in your ability to sell challenging ideas to a cross-section of
audiences, including your colleagues.

01546 604034

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Want to work for a Company that really values your
customer approach, teamwork and fast-fit skills? 
This is your chance to earn great rewards, benefits,
promotion prospects and be part of the UK’s leading
independent fast fit specialist. If you have an
outgoing personality, commitment to great customer
service and relevant experience, visit our website to
find out more about the following fantastic
opportunities at our branch in Fort William.

Branch Manager 
Assistant Branch Manager
Autocare Technician
MOT Tester

Apply online at
www.national.co.uk/jobs
or call 0161 429 1243
for an application form

02 NISSAN 
NAVARA 

£4100 o.n.o.

63,000 Miles
12 Mths TAX and MOT

Tel: 01631 710067 / 07900412292

£1500 o.n.o.

Just under 59,000 miles. 
Taxed until end of March 

2011, MOT until June 2011. 
Sunroof, CD Player,

Good Condition.

Telephone: 
(Arran)

07554257037

2003 (03) CITROEN 
SAXO 1.1L FORTE

£1295 o.n.o.

1.6i 5 door hatchback
Tax end Jan MOT July 
grey leather interior

Telephone: 
01770 870328

HONDA 
CIVIC

VAUXHALL MOVANO 
2.8 TDI 2.8T S.W.B

£2000 o.n.o.

80,000 Miles, Taxed until April 2011,
F.S.H, Factory fitted Tow bar and Roof rack,

One owner 

Tel: 07770542999

FORD RANGER 2.5L DIESEL
SINGLE CAB PICK UP 

£3050 o.n.o.

Load liner / towbar, 04 reg, 2WD, 62,000 miles, 1 years MOT, 
5 months tax, brakes / timing belt recently renewed, FSH, Very 

reliable, Hard working and in good condition

Tel: 01546 602429

51 plate, good 
condition but needs 

engine.

Telephone: 
01586 552698 or 

07788 923890

NISSAN
X-TRAIL 
SPORT

(PETROL)
With nearly new 
75hp outboard 

and trailer.

Telephone: 
01586 552698 

or
07788 923890

6 METRE 
RIBCRAFT

52 reg, 
1 years MOT, 
6 months tax.

Telephone: 
01586 551150

VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA

1.6 CLUB

£1,300 o.n.o. £550

1.4 16v, only 
38,000 miles, good 

condition but no 
MOT, good project 

for someone.

Telephone: 
01586 552698 or 

07788 923890

Y REG 
SKODA 
FABIA

£1550 o.v.n.o.

TOYOTA AVENSIS 
GS VVT-1

1800cc. Petrol 52 Plate
Built in Sat Nav, Climatic Con-
trol, Taxed 6 Months, MOT 10 
Months, 68,000 miles, Lovely 

car to drive

Telephone: 
07789597092

£1995 o.n.o.

LANDROVER 
DISCOVERY ES

1998, LPG, Red, 5 
months MOT, 5 months 
Tax, towbar, 3 way bike 

carrier included
Telephone: 

01866 844218 or 
0777 6165837

Bargain at £850ovno

VOLVO 
S40 1.8

2000, MOT May 2011, Taxed 
Oct, usual Volvo refinements, 

lovely condition

Telephone: 
07789 597092

£3995 o.n.o.

16v Automatic, petrol, 
30K miles, FSH, Tax, MOT 

Nov 11.

Telephone: 
07795 150479 or 

01546 870647

RENAULT SCENIC 
DYNAMIQUE 1.6

£1600

2002 model (52)
Very good condition
Only 10400 miles 
MOT August 2011 
Taxed June 2011

Telephone: 
07835 653209 or 

01866 822722

YAMAHA XT 
600 E

£1950 ono

RENAULT SCENIC
RX4 4 WHEEL DRIVE

1.9 dci, 51 reg, 6 months 
MOT, 5 months tax, 4 new 
tyres, Full electrics, Alloy 

wheels, 2 owners since new, 
76,000 miles, Twin sunroof, 

Leather interior, Good condi-
tion for year

Telephone: 
07861 465261

Scottish Sea Farms, the UK’s leading producer of farmed Atlantic salmon, 
pride ourselves in creating dynamic, competent teams across the business. 
We do this by selecting potential “superstars”, developing their skillset while 
adding confidence and depth of experience. With that in mind, we are looking 
to recruit the next generation of senior husbandry personnel for our sites in 
the Linnhe area and Isle of Mull. 

MARINE HUSBANDRYMEN
(Isle of Mull)

The ideal candidates will be experienced in the salmon farming environment, 
be able to demonstrate that they can confidently shoulder responsibility and 
are keen to progress within the Company. Exemplary fish welfare practice 
and close attention detail, coupled with strong interpersonal skills are also 
desirable qualities for these positions. The salary package starts at £18.5k + 
allowances and includes DCS pension, performance bonus and other benefits. 
In addition, subsidised accommodation may also be offered.

SENIOR MARINE HUSBANDRYMEN
(Lismore)

Candidates will have relevant experience in leading small teams within the marine 
salmon farming environment and be able to demonstrate that they are the stuff 
of future managers; totally committed to fish welfare, delivering outstanding 
biological performance and hungry for success. Applicants will have excellent 
communication skills and be computer literate. Experience of fish growth and 
reporting software is also desirable. The salary package starts at £22k + allowances 
and includes DCS pension, performance bonus and other benefits.
All applicants must possess as a minimum, a Boatmaster Licence (or equivalent) 
and hold a full UK driving licence.
If all of the above is tempting and you are seeking structured career development, 
then have an informal discussion with, and request an application pack from:
Russell Ferguson on 01786 445521 or 
email russell.ferguson@scottishseafarms.com
Closing Date: Friday 19 November 2010

SUPPORTA CARE
CARE WORKERS required to provide a quality 
care at home service to Service Users living in 
their own homes in Oban and surrounding area.  
16-20 hours per week evenings from 7.00 p.m. 
until midnight and alternate weekends 
Experience preferred but not essential as a 
comprehensive training programme is provided.   
The use of a car is an advantage. We offer 
competitive rates of pay and an enhanced 
disclosure will be requested.
We are an equal opportunities employer.
If you are interested in the either of the above 
posts please call Jacquie Mc Knight on 01631 
566506 Monday to Friday between 9.00 a.m. and 
17.00 p.m.

Temporary BT 
Phone Book 
Distributors

Wanted
0800 0182500 or 
jobs@linkdirect.

co.uk

NEWS

Anthony Nolan’s Scottish region fundraising manager, Lindsay 
MacCallum, presents John Sweeney, centre, and Ian MacInnes with a 
trophy recognising their eff orts for the leukaemia charity. 

Oban lifesavers   
honoured by 
leukaemia group 

Thistle do nicely for winners

Closing date: 19 November 2010.
To apply visit our website

Mechanical/Energy Engineering Offi cer
£31,023 - £33,943
Based in Argyll House, Dunoon Bute & Cowal Ref CTF00747

01546 604742

Home Carer
£8.57 per hour (variable hours)
Community Services - Adult Care Part Time, 
Temporary Kintyre Ref CSC66124/R

01546 604713

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs



RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
10 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, Blue, 3Dr, 300 Miles ..........................£10,250

59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 8000 miles ................£11,500

09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£15,995

58 Peugeot 308 S HDi 107 Estate, grey, 5,600 miles  .....................£10,995

08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £8,950

08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550

07 Renault Megane Senic Exp, DCI 86, Silver, 46000  .......................£6750

07 Renault Megane Extreme 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, Silver, 18000,  .....£5650

07 Renault Laguna Sport Tourer , Dci 150, 38,000miles ...................£8,500

07 Renault Clio Camus 3dr, black, 16,000 miles ..............................£4,595

06 Renault Megane 1.6 5dr, cherry red, 36,500 miles…….  .............£5,995

06 Renault Modus Dyn, black, 22,000 miles ....................................£5,550

04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650

53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82,500 miles ............................£3,450

54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Traffic, SL27 Dci ............................................ £8,950 +vat
08 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £5,650 +vat
04 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £2,500 +vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

£1650 o.n.o.

4wd W reg
1 previous owner, fsh, 

1 years mot, taxed feb 2011.
many new parts , good cond 

for year.

Telephone: 
01631 740537 or 

07917 274101

HONDA 
2.0LS CRV

£5250 o.n.o.

2006 (56), 3dr Diesel Hatch-
back, 37,000 miles, Tax and 

MOT 10/11, Air conditioning, 
Radio/CD, Central locking, 

Alloy wheels, Front fog lights, 
FSH, one year’s warranty, 

£35 road tax.

Telephone: 
07766 815606

VOLKSWAGEN 
POLO 1.4 S TDI 70

£8000 o.n.o.

S/W, Diesel, Taxed and MOT, 
Reg Dec 04, second owner, 

excellent condition, 
35,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07771 692471

LANDROVER
FREELANDER, 

TD4, SE

MOT 
FAILURES, 

CASH PAID.

Telephone: 
079495 84077
01389 721278

SCRAP
CARS

WANTED

£1200 o.n.o.

2.5, 99T ,129k, 2 owners, 
my wifes for last 9 years,very 
clean looking car, fsh, e/w, 
c/l, e/m, cd, alarm, alloys, 

tow bar,T & T until Feb.

Telephone: 
01397 772296, 
07748 901679

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA V6

£2500

56 Reg.  Very low 17,800 
miles. 1 year MOT. Electric 

windows, remote locking, air 
con. CD player and 10-disc 
changer. Taxed till end Dec.  

Very economical.  
Great little car. 

Telephone: 
01631 565925 

CHEVROLET MATIZ 
1.0L SE+

£2,750 + Vat

TRX500 FM
1300 km

1790 hours
Very Good Condition

Telephone: 
01499302922

07 HONDA 
FOREMAN

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2004 Vauxhall Corsa SXI 1.2 Ltr, 3Dr, Green,77295 Miles ....... £3300
2002 Ford Focus Zetec 1.6 Ltr, 5Dr, Blue,75884 Miles ............ £2975
2003 Vauxhall Corsa Club 1.2 Ltr, 3Dr, Blue, 48894 Miles ....... £2700
2004 Suzuki Alto GL 1.1Ltr, 5Dr, Silver, 21500 Miles ............... £2675
2003 Peugeot 206 Estate 2Ltr Diesel, 5Dr, Blue,75250 Miles . £2650
2001 Vauxhall Corsa Comfort 1Ltr, Blue,18762 Miles .............. £2595
2003 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Ltr, 5Dr, Silver, 70000 Miles ............... £1950

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

WANTED

Toyota Hilux 
4 x 4 or 4 

wheel drive, 
petrol or 

diesel, any 
condition, top 
prices paid.

Telephone 
01250 884306 

or mobile 
07885 203020

2

£2,200 o.n.o.

STATIC CARAVAN 
WILLERBY

28’ x 10’

Telephone: 
01631 720380 day 
or 01631 720322 

after 6pm

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

FORD
59 Ford Mondeo 2.2 TDCi Titanium X Sport Black 1 owner Sat Nav Huge Spec only 11,000 Miles ...............................£18,495
58 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Titanium Panther Black Only 22,000 Miles 1 Owner Half Leather Climate Control Cruise Control  ...£16,995
10 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S Grey Alloys 120ps Remote /Locking ...............................................................................................£11,995
09 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 5dr £20 Road Tax Heated Windscreen A/C ..................................................................£10,995
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Titanium 5dr Blue  A/C Privacy Glass Auto Headlights Alloys ......................................................................£9,995
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr Blue Heated Windscreen Alloys Spoiler A/C ...................................................................................£8,995
58 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 3dr Silver New Shape 1 Owner Only 3,849 Miles Immaculate ..........................................................£7,495
08 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Choice of 2 Remote C/Locking E/Windows Only 17,000 Miles ...................................................£6,995
57 Ford Focus 1.8 Style 5dr Grey A/C E/Windows CD Player Remote C/Locking.........................................................................£6,995
59 Ford Ka 1.2 Studio Sea Grey Only 1 owner Only 838 miles!! £30 Road Tax.............................................................................£6,595
58 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr Silver Privacy Glass A/C Alloys CD Player Remote C/Locking ..................................................£6,495
07 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec Silver 1 Owner Only 17,826 Miles Alloys A/C ......................................................................................£6,495
08 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Blue E/Windows ABS Remote C/Locking ......................................................................................£5,995
54 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Flame 3dr Black A/C Roof Spoiler Alloys CD Player .......................................................................................£4,495
54 Ford KA 1.3 Blue Power Steering Low Mileage Excellent First Car Cheap Insurance ...................................................................£2,995

COMMERCIALS
07 Ford Ranger 2.5 TDCi Thunder Super Cab Tow Bar Load Liner Leather .................................................................£9,995+VAT
56 Ford Transit 2.2 TDCi 110 280 White Tow Bar Fully Lined ........................................................................................£6,995+VAT

OTHER MAKES
57 Nissan Qashqai Acenta 1.5 DCi Only 27,000 Miles 1 Owner 6 speed Gearbox Immaculate Car ...............................£12,495
05 Subaru Impreza 2.0 WRX Grey Very low mileage Only 28,000 miles ...................................................................................£7,995
04 Audi 1.8T Sport Avant (190) Blue Leather/Alacantara Interior 6 Speed Gearbox Climate Control Roof Rails........................ £6,995
52 BMW 330 Clubsport Coupe Blue Stunning Rare Car TV Full Leather Sat Nav Climate Control .........................................£6,495
58 Hyundai i10 1.2 Comfort 5dr Grey 1 Owner Only 9,000 Miles £35 Road Tax 5 Year Warranty ..........................................£6,495
06 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9 CDTi Exclusive Blue 6 Speed Cruise Control A/C Low Mileage ....................................................£5,995
02 Mazda MX5 1.8 Sport Convertible Only 19,000 Miles Leather Hard Top ........................................................................£5,995

Found your 
favourite model? 

Then drive over to our 
NEW website for the 

perfect pictures
www.bennevismotors.co.uk

£2495 secures

VW GOLF 
2001(51)

A stunning 5dr 1.9 SE TDi 
with tax and mot till Jan 2011 
timing belt changed 2 weeks 
ago as a precaution really 
nice condition throughout 

123000mls. first to view will 
buy.

Telephone: 
07788993809

£1600

HONDA FOURTRACK 
QUAD

250cc, Low miles, 
low hours, VGC

Telephone: 
01770 600810
07979 416372

PEL-JOB EB12.4 
MINI DIGGER

£3800

Pel-Job EB12.4 Mini digger 
with 3 buckets good 

working order 
£3800

MF80 power loader with 
grape & bucket. CW spools, 
hoses & brackets bolts to fit 
135,165,265 etc. £1000

Tel: 01855 821568 or 
07889959500

WANTED
Landrover 90 or 110, new or old 

models, also Toyota Hilux and 
Land Cruiser, Range Rover and 

all Japanese models, high miles, 
damaged, anything considered, 
motorhomes and caravanettes 

also required.
Contact James 07866 590583 

or 07966 293996.

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440

FORESTER IMPREZA
John Spicer will be in Oban on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th if there is any specific model you would like to arrange to test drive that weekend please contact him now to discuss your requirements

OUTBACK LEGACY

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

18 MOTORS Thursday 4 November, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk



Thursday 4 November, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19PUBLIC NOTICES

A Public Hearing will 
be held by the Crofters 
Commission into the 
application by Shaun 
Bate for consent to create 
a croft at Pine Lodge, 
Kilmory and Kilbride, 
Argyll.
The Hearing will take 
place in Cameron House, 
Albany Street, Oban on 
Tuesday, 23 November 
2010 at 2pm and anyone 
interested may attend.  
A statement of the facts 
and relevant issues may 
be obtained by writing to 
the Crofters Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Inverness IV3 8NW by 17 
November 2010 quoting 
the reference number 
5.01.21242

The following decrofting 
Directions have been 
granted:
Part Croft
70 & 71 Camaghael, 
Kilmallie
Direction dated 26 
October 2010 granted 
to Mrs Sheila Cameron.  
Area ext to 0.110 ha.
Conditions:  1. Purchase 
within 5 years.  2. The land 
is used for a house site.  
3. Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stockproof 
fence within 4 months 
of completion of the 
proposed development.  
4. Maintenance of the 
fence by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
Case Number: 
4.86.23938
70 & 71 Camaghael, 
Kilmallie
Direction dated 26 
October 2010 granted 
to Mrs Sheila Cameron.  
Area ext to 0.103 ha.
Conditions:  1. Purchase 
within 5 years.  2. The land 
is used for a house site.  
3. Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stockproof 
fence within 4 months 
of completion of the 
proposed development.  
4. Maintenance of the 
fence by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
Case Number: 
4.86.24137
The granting of these 
Directions may be 
appealed to the Scottish 
Land Court, within 42 
days from the date of 
this advert.  Information 
on how to appeal is 
available from the Crofters 
Commission.

Graeme W
MacCorquodale has 
applied to decroft part 
of the croft at Ardtur, 
Lismore & Appin 
extending to 0.0396 ha.  
Ref:  4.86.27756
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.
uk,  by 22 November 
2010 quoting the above 
case number.  
If you are interested in 
obtaining the tenancy of 
this croft, should it become 
available, please make 
your interest known to the 
Crofters Commission at 
the above address by the 
date shown above. 
Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of 
Information inquiry.

Malcolm MacLugash has 
applied to decroft part 
of the croft at Lyrabus 
Moor, Kilarrow & Kilmeny 
extending to 0.140 ha for 
the purpose of providing 
a site for a dwellinghouse.  
Ref:  4.86.27738
Iain MacDougall has 
applied to decroft part of 
the croft at 10 Maolbuidhe, 
Creich, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon extending to 
0.323 ha for the purpose 
of providing a site for a 
dwellinghouse.  Case 
number:  4.86.27477
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments 
on the proposals in 
writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.
uk,, by 22 November 
2010 quoting the above 
case number.  
Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of 
Information inquiry.

Crofters Commission 
Surgery
Robin Currie (Argyll 
Commissioner)
will be visiting the Isle of 
Tiree on Wednesday 10 
November 2010
Robin Currie and Joan 
MacPherson (staff 
member) will be at 
the CHGS Office, The 
Business Centre (Unit 3), 
Crossapol (to discuss any 
crofting matters) between
12.30 pm and 13:30 pm

www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland

Expression of Interest
Woodland Weddings
The Forestry Commission Scotland,
Lochaber Forest District is interested
in issuing a permission for a third
party to organise “Woodland
Weddings” at the Caig Waterfalls
picnic site, by Clunes. Any persons
interested in this opportunity should
contact the Forestry Commission,
Lochaber Forest District no later than
Friday 19th November 2010.   
For further details contact Front
Office Staff, Forestry Commission,
Lochaber Forest District, 
Torlundy By Fort William PH33 6SW.
Tel: 01397 702184, 
fax: 01397 700179, e-mail:
lochaber.district@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Proposed Division of a 
Croft Tenancy
Walter Williams is applying 

to divide the croft 4/5 at 

Craiggan, Uragaig, Isle of 

Colonsay into two new 

crofts.

*The purpose of the 

application is to assign a 

new croft extending to 

2.2 ha, to Jean Dorothy 

Thomson of 37 Morrison’s 

Croft Crescent, Aberdeen

*The purpose of the 

application is to renounce 

my tenancy of the new 

croft, extending to 2.2 ha.

*The application includes 

the division of the croft 

grazings rights in the 

Uragaig Common Grazings.

If you are a crofter, 

shareholder or owner of a 

croft in the township or if the 

Commission consider that 

you have a direct interest 

in this application, you may 

submit comments on the 

proposal in writing or other 

permanent form to the 

Crofters Commission, Great 

Glen House, Leachkin Road, 

Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: 

info@crofterscommission.

org.uk) by 2nd December 

2010.

Please note that any 

comments you provide are 

part of an open process 

and will be made available 

to interested parties.  Your 

comments would also be 

released under a Freedom 

of Information inquiry.  

Frivolous, vexatious or 

unreasonable comments 

cannot be accepted.

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 25/11/2010.

•Ref No: 10/01724/PP
Applicant: Mr Christopher Ogilby-Wood
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Site North East Of Ormsaig Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6QA
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01733/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs I Weir
Proposal: Change of use from vacant land to extend and refurbish existing caravan park to facilitate additional 7 no. 
caravans.
Site Address: Creaganlea Appin Argyll And Bute PA38 4BQ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01743/PP
Applicant: Eaglestack Limited
Proposal: Alterations and extension to steading to form 7no. dwelling houses and 5 no. holiday houses
Site Address: The Steading Kilmelford Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Kilmelford

•Ref No: 10/01779/PP
Applicant: Mr G Cowan  And Mrs H MacLean Cowan
Proposal: Alterations and extension to dwelling house
Site Address: Gareloch Kiel Crofts Benderloch Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QS
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers 
Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/01411/PP
Applicant: Mr Stuart Anderson
Proposal: Demolition of shop and erection of new dwelling house and detached car port.
Site Address: 146 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7BD
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/publicaccess

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215 or email – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)  Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on 
Tel 01688 302689 or e mail  – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 

Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788 882200 or by email – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 or by email – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/04219/FUL

10/04223/FUL

10/04273/FUL

10/04277/PIP

10/04304/FUL

10/04333/FUL

10/04385/PIP

Development Address

Kennedy Road, Bruce Place, 
Wallace Place, Douglas 
Place, Young Place, 
Braemore Place, Shaw 
Place, Henderson Row
Plantation
Fort William

Land 60m West of Tigh 
Aisling
Banavie
Fort William

The Granite House
74 High Street
Fort William

Land to South West of 
The Rowans
Bohuntin
Roy Bridge

Land 100m North West of 
Birch Cottage
Banavie
Fort William

55m North West of Unit 9
Annat Point Industrial 
Estate
Corpach
Fort William

Land 100m South of Tigh 
Nam Beithe
Braeroy Road
Roy Bridge

Proposal Description

Installation of air source 
heating units

Erection of house (Plot 3)

Alterations and change 
of use

Erection of house (renewal 
of 07/00157/OUTLO)

Erection of proposed 
dwelling house & letting 
unit

Erection of storage building

Erection of house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

North Argyll 
Volunteer Car Scheme

Registered Charity SCO37509

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 30th November 2010 at 12 noon

Oban Congregational Church Hall

Gaelic group on 
lookout for two 
new directors

NEWS

GAELIC development 
group Comunn na Gàidhlig 
(CnaG) is looking for two 
new members for its board 
of directors.

The organisation, 
which has worked in 
the development of the 
language for 25 years, is 
looking for someone with 
business skills who would 
help run youth projects.

CnaG chief executive 
Donald MacNeill said: 
‘We know there are people 
working in the various 
communities with excellent 
and relevant skills, and who 
are supportive of Gaelic 
and the development work 
currently being done.’ 

Overseas interest 
in plea for family  
to move to Canna
AN ADVERT looking for 
a family to move to Canna 
has received an international 
response.

Some 22 applicants, 
including one from 
Bulgaria, expessed an 
interest in moving into the 
unoccupied three-bedroom 
MacIsaac’s Cottage, 
a traditional dwelling 
undergoing renovation.

The island, owned by the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
has a permanent population 
of only 21, including four 
children who attend the 
local primary school.

Jilted man threw 
ex-girlfriend’s 
belongings out
A MAN who threw his 
girlfriend’s belongings out 

at Oban Sheriff Court this 
week.

of 2 Gilmore Buildings, 
Oban, admitted that, on 
July 30, 2010, at his home 
address, he did shout, 
throw belongings out of 
the window on to the street 
below, and breach the peace, 
and did so while on bail.

he pled guilty without the 
need of a trial.

Business is booming for youngsters

PUPILS AT Sgoil Eirisgeidh have been proving their business credentials by selling vegetables, The Eriskay children 
have raised £479.20 by selling the vegetables grown in the school eco-garden at a special farmers market. Parents and 
community members attended the farmers’ market, organised by the school as part of its eco-week celebrations.
The school is currently awaiting assessment for its second green flag.

AN Oban man was this week 
found guilty of endangering 
his friend’s life by moving his 
unconscious body next to a 
cliff edge – over which he later 

Lee John Campbell, 23, c/o 
35 High Street, Oban, denied 
that, on September 13, 2009, 
he moved a heavily intoxicated 
Michael MacDougall to within 
a foot of the edge of Gillies 
Rock, Soroba.

had consumed half of vodka 
before he lay down to sleep, 
later rolled over and tumbled 

down the cliff, suffering 
serious head injuries. 

However, Sheriff Douglas 

culpably and recklessly. 
He said: ‘Culpable and 

reckless behaviour is where 
the accused must have acted 
with an utter disregard for his 
conduct, so I have to deal with 
an objective test.

‘What I have to decide is 
whether or not Mr Campbell’s 
actions were such as to impose 

or life of Mr MacDougall.

‘(One witness) spoke of 
how the complainer was very 
drunk. He said “The position 
he was moved into was stupid. 
Looking back it was not safe.” 

‘(Another witness) said that 
Mr MacDougall was moved 
from a safe position to an 
unsafe position. He felt bad 
about it for ages.

reasonable doubt that he was 
moved by the accused, who 
acted culpably and recklessly.  

Sentence has been deferred 
until November 23 for reports.

The court had previously 
heard that MacDougall was so 
drunk he had no memory of 
the event.

He said: ‘My last memory was 
lying down at the edge, facing 
out to sea. The next memory is 
waking up in the hospital on 
the Monday morning. I was in 
the hospital until Wednesday 
afternoon.’

He said there was no 
animosity between himself 
and Campbell.

Asked if he had any serious 
injuries, he replied: ‘No, but I 
now have a fear of heights.’

Man moved drunk 
friend to cliff’s edge

Got a story? Call our newsroom on 01631 568000



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
  Covering Glasgow, 

Argyll and the Islands

We provide a friendly and reliable service to all our customers

• Rewiring & New Builds
• Commercial & Industrial Installations
• Periodic Inspection & Testing
• Portable Appliance Testing
• Electric Heating Installations
• Lighting & Emergency Lighting
• Fire Alarm Installations

• Door Entry Systems
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Service & Maintenance
• Hazardous Areas Installations
• Trace Heating Installations
• Data Network Installations
• Industrial Electrical Automation

PERSONALS

LOCAL SAWMILL
CUTTING TIMBER TO

YOUR SPECIFICATION
mainly hardwoods air 

dried in stock including 
OAK AND ELM 

Beams, planks and lintels kiln dried to order

01631 569937
07881 418565

•TIMBER

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

20%
    D

iscount on all

       
 Oban Orders  

Until 3
0.11.10

Roofline
Roof Coating

Re-Roofing
Re Felting

• ROOFING SPECIALIST
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Are these the thoughts, 

The Lord Jesus Christ

“All day long I have 
stretched forth my hands 

to a disobedient 
and gainsaying people”

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

Golden Wedding 
Anniversary

Norman and Morann Donald, 

Columba’s Cathedral, Oban.
Congratulations and love 

Jim McLuckie

Wishing you a
long and happy

Retirement.
With love from
all the family.

Happy 18th 
Birthday John

All Our Love Mum, Dad, 
Lisa and Martin xxx

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY COT/MATTRESS 

M & P deluxe mattress and 

F I S H E R P R I C E 

HIGH CHAIR 3 in 1 blue 

MACLAREN TECHNO 

MAMAS & PAPAS CAR 

MOTHERCARE BABY 

SILVER CROSS CAR 

months, hardly used, ideal 

 BUILDING / DIY
NEW DELONGHI 

insulated stainless steel 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

DVD box set, SEALED,  

RAB C NESBITT Seasons 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

LADIES COWBOY 

LADIES WELLINGTON 

SHORT WELLIES/

WEDDING DRESS ivory, 

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

MINI FREEZER White 

R A N G E M A S T E R 

grill, large oven, one smaller 

TABLE TOP FRIDGE in 

WASHING MACHINE 

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN
14.1HH BAY COB 
GELDING,  4 years, quiet 

 FURNITURE

Hours.

Italian leather suite in navy 

3 SEATER SETTEE 

BEDROOM FITMENT 

Hours.
CHAIRS three substantial, 

DRESSING TABLE Light 

Hours.
HIGH SLEEPER BED 

under bed storage, hardly 

JOHN LEWIS 3 IN 1 BED 

PINE BENCH Pine 

PINE CONSOLE TABLE 

REID CREAM LEATHER 
SOFA AND ARMCHAIR 

SMALL TABLE square 

Hours.
SWEET DREAMS SINGLE 

SWEET DREAMS 

Hours.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
HEDGE TRIMMER B & 

RALLY RIDE ON MOWER 

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

OIL FILLED RADIATOR 

PANEL HEATERS Various 

 HIGHLAND DRESS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

DIMPLEX LADDER 
TOWEL RAIL only a 

ELECTRIC SHOWER 

Hours.

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

 LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MOBILITY
ELAP ROTATING CAR 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

HEXAGONAL FISH 

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PARTY INVITES 
Customised to suit any style 

 TOYS AND GAMES

 WANTED

ATTENTION
ALL READERS
If you have supplied 
photographs for a 
personal message 
or announcement 

and haven’t collected 
them then we would 
urge you to do so as 

soon as possible
Due to the volume of 

photographs we receive 
each week we can not keep 
them forever. If you believe 
us to be in possesion of any 

photographs belonging to you 
then please collect them by 

1st December 2010 otherwise 
they will be destroyed. 

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 7 November 2010

3 before Advent
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, 
Gruline, Mull

Holy Communion ......11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 7 November 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 7 November 2010

Oban High School
Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

McKIERNAN – STEELE – Diane McKiernan and Alan 
Steele were married at the Royal Hotel, Oban on August 
28, 2010.  Diane is the daughter of Pauline and the late 
Jim McKiernan and Alan is the son of the late Ian and 

Margaret Steele.

BIRTHS
CAMERON – John and 
Brenda are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival 
of there son Logan Johnny 
on  October 24, 2010.  A 
wee brother for Daniel 
and Michaela Cameron.  
Grandson for Rena and the 
late Johnny Cameron and 
Marion and Danny Sweeny.  
GRAHAM – HARRIS 
– Jen and Mat are delighted 
to announce the arrival of 
Mary Nicole on October 2, 
2010.  First grandchild for 
Ann and Andy Barlow and 
Sue and Alan Harris and 
fourth great-granddaughter 
for Jessie and the late Ian 
MacLaren.  Thanks to 
all staff at the Simpsons, 
Edinburgh.
WINDHAM-WRIGHT
- Thor and Rita are delighted 
to announce the arrival of 
their beautiful son  Orion 
Michael Windham-Wright, 
on October 27, 2010.
Grandson of Mike (Oban) 
and Sue W-W (Sidmouth, 
Devon) and Eva-Marta 
and Zoltan Tokozi (Gyor, 
Hungary).

DIAMOND WEDDING 
MACDONALD -
Congratulations on  November 
7, Jimmy and Susie 
MacDonald on your 60th 
anniversary with love from 
all the family.

DEATHS
CHURCH - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on October 
26, 2010, after a short illness, 
in his 66th year, Bernard 
Clive, beloved husband 
of Ruth. Deeply missed.
Funeral service at Kilmore 
Church on Friday November 
5 at 12 noon, thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 

collection / donations 
if desired for Cardio 
Respiratory Fund, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.
CHRISTIE – Peacefully in 

October 26, 2010, Patricia 
(née Macpherson), formerly 
of Auchlyne Farm, Killin.  
A beloved wife to the late 
Gilbert, a loving mum 
to Stewart and Jane and 
mother-in-law to Duncan.  A 
much loved Gran to Siobhan 
and Andrew.
MACLEAN - Suddenly at 
home on October 30, 2010, 
aged 47 years, Maggie, a 
dear mum, daughter, sister 
and auntie. Sadly missed.
McGUINNESS - Suddenly 
at his home, 1 Knapdale 
Terrace, Ardrishaig, on  
November 1, 2010, Alasdair 
McGuinness ( Ginty) , aged 
52 years. Cherished partner 
of Heather; beloved father of 
Gordon and Hannah; Dear 
Son of the late Henry and 
Madge, late of Slockavullin, 
Kilmartin, and brother of the 
late Eric and Ron. A dear 
uncle and cousin to all the 
family. A good neighbour 
and friend to many. Funeral 
service will be held in 
Ardrishaig Parish on Friday  
November 5, at 1pm, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 

only. Donations, if desired, 
to Macmillan Nurses and 
Cancer Research.
McPHEE - Suddenly, at the 

on Tuesday, October 26, 
2010, Elizabeth Margaret, 
(Betty), nee Black, 11 
Longsdale Terrace, Oban, 
loving wife of the late 
Donald, (Donnie), dear 
mother of Linda, mother-in-
law to Pat and devoted gran 
of Patrick and Eamonn.  You 
will be in our hearts always 
with cherished memories.
MITCHELL - Peacefully at 
home on October 31, 2010, 
aged 67 years, Peter, beloved 
husband of Mary, father to 
Wendy and Christopher, 
a dear brother and uncle.
Funeral will take place 
from the Baptist Church, 
Albany Street, Oban on 
Monday 8 November at 11 
am. Thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.
STEWART - Suddenly on 
October 25, 2010, in his 80th 
year, Tommy Stewart of 
Dalavich, beloved husband 
of the late Mary Ann 
MacEachen, dear brother of 
Margaret, Fiona and Rhona 
and a much loved uncle.
STORR - Olwen Mavis, 
peacefully on October 29, 
2010. Beloved wife of the 
late Harry Popely, adored 
Mum of Anthony and Lesley, 
much-loved, doting Gran of 
Paul, John, Maria and Emma 
and precious Mum-in-law 
of Lucia and Alistair. Our 
treasured memories will be 
cherished forever. Sorely 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BEACHAM - The family of 
the late Margaret, would like 
to thank Walter and Martin, 
Liz Tangney and staff of 
A&E, Belford Hospital and 
PC Sean Brooke. Special 
thanks to Mike McFall 
for his compassion and 
professionalism, Rev D 
MacQuarrie for comforting 
service, our family and 
friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support on the sudden 
loss of their mum and to all 

who paid their respects at the 
church and graveside. The 
sum of £955 was raised  for 
Rachel House.
MACINNES – Ruairidh, 
Heather, Violet, Marina and 
Hazel  would like to thank 
all friends, relatives and 
neighbours for cards, letters, 

support following the tragic 
loss of Roddy.  Thanks 
also to Rev R Begg, Rev 
A Lamb and John Fraser.  
Also to John Gillies and 
Davy Corrigan for their kind 
words and Iain MacMaster 
for moving music in church.  
Thanks to Frances MacLean, 
Maria George and helpers for 
catering, Angela Hardman, 
organist, Angela Simpson 
and Helen Lamb for church 

services and Dr Gartshore for 
his professional guidance.  
Thanks also to pipers Oonie 
and Hector Henderson, to 
Bobby Corson for funeral 
arrangements.  Finally, 
thanks to all who attended 
the church and graveside.  
The sum of £1200 was 
donated to Friends of the 
Belford Hospital.
MATHERS – The family 
of the late Freddy wish to 
thank friends and family 
for their cards, phone calls, 

sympathy received, also 
Margo, the CPN and Jim, 
his support worker.  Also 
Ewen MacLennan and Alec 
Calston for their kind and 
helpful assistance.  Thanks 
also to the Rev Corbett and 
the Rev Douglas McKeddie 
for the lovely warm service 
and Fay and staff, Caol 
Community Centre for their 
professional and caring 
services after the funeral.   
Finally, thanks to all those 
who attended the church and 
graveside.
WATT – Alasdair Watt and 
his family would like to 
thank everyone who cared 
for Frances during her long 
illness.  Special thanks go to 
Hillary Brown ad Dr Fiona 
MacLennan who showed 
great care and attention 
throughout, as did all of the 
Marie Curie nurses who were 
involved.  The staff at Lorn 
Medical Centre were also 
generous with there kindness 
at all times.  There was a 
large turnout for the funeral 
in extremely inclement 
weather and the very many 
cards that Alasdair received 
were of great comfort and 
support to him.  Frances 

known in Oban, the town 
she adopted as her home.  
She was originally from the 
North East of England and 

She will be remembered as 
being a loving wife, a good 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.  A total 
of £313.72 was raised for 
Macmillan Nurses and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Marjory, of Elmbank, 
Acharacle who passed away 
on November 8, 1995.
Sadly missed and always 
remembered.
- William
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of my parents Angus 
and Mary who passed away 
on June 2, 1992, and May 15, 
1993.  Also my brother Colin 
on June 26, 1995 and Philip 
on November 9, 2007.
- From Duncan, 
Kinlochleven 
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of Louie, a dear 
sister, sister-in-law, aunt and 
great-aunt who passed away 
at Kilmalieu on November 
10, 2000.
Sadly missed.
- MacKechnie family at Fort 
William, Oban, Killin and 
Balfron.
CRAIG – Malcolm 
MacKinnon Craig (Malkie).  
In loving memory of a dear 
husband and dad.
It’s been three years and we 
still miss and love you very 
much.
Love Lorraine and Douglas.
CRAIG – In loving memory 
of Malkie, who passed away 
on November 4, 2007.
Sadly missed
From brothers Douglas, 
Johnnie and Isobel and 
family.
CRAIK – Treasured 
memories of our dearest 
parents, brother Robert and 
sister Nancy.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts.
Sadly missed
Chrissie and Charlotte
DUNCAN – (Spider) In 
loving memory of Thomas 
(Spider) Duncan, who died 
November 8, 2009
Forever in our hearts and 
thoughts
Always remembered
Love Joan, Allan and 
Michael.
GALBRAITH – Neil 
Galbraith died on 7 
November, 2006.  Time does 
not heal.  You are missed as 
much as ever. Jo
GALBRAITH - Neil, who 
passed away November 7, 
2006 
You live on forever in our 
hearts
Gathering sheep
Calling to your dog,
On yon distant hillside.

JOHNSTONE – Precious 
memories of Edola Carmina, 
beloved wife and mother, 
died November 5, 1995.
There’s always another 
tomorrow
To help end our sorrow’s
 Sad may our hearts be
But there’s always another 
horizon
Beyond the one we see.
Always thinking of you
Loving husband Ronald, 
daughter Teresa and son 
Stephen.
Natives of  Iochdar, South 
Uist 
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of a special mum 
and mother-in-law Isa, who 
passed away on November 
8, 2008
Peaceful be thy rest dear 
Mum
It is sweet to breathe thy 
name
As in life we loved you 
dearly
So in death we do the same.
Catherine and Billy, 
Kilmacolm
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of our dear gran Isa, 
who passed away November 
8, 2008.
Forever in our hearts
Alison and Andrew, 
Kilmacolm.
MACKINNON – Treasured 
memories of a dear sister, 
sister-in-law and aunt  Fiona, 
who died on November 8, 
1993.
Memories keep you ever 
near
As time unfolds another 
year.
Catherine, Billy, Alison and 
Andrew, Kilmacolm
MACLEAN – Maureen 
2/11/04.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you.
Sorely missed.
- Karen and family.
MCARTHUR - Precious 
memories of our beloved 
parents,grandparents and 
great-grandparents Alasdair 
who passed away on the 
October 28, 2009, and Rose, 
who passed away on the 
November 7, 2007.
Always in our thoughts, 
Loved and remembered 
every day.
Inserted by Elizabeth, 
Mark and family, Oban 
and Taynuilt, Margaret and 
Paul, Glasgow and Roselyn, 
Stewart and Family, 
Edinburgh and Los Angeles.
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of James our dear 
brother, brother in law 
and uncle who died on the 
November 1, 2007.
Forever missed and 
remembered 
with our love 
Betty, Iain and Family
WILL – Precious memories 
of Jason died November 7, 
1998.
Sadly missed.
- Love from all the family.
WINNING - In loving 
memory of my husband, 
John, tragically killed on 
November 3, 2000, a much 
loved husband, dad and 
granda.
A big smile, a caring heart 

We miss you now and always 
will.
- Inserted by his wife Ann 
and family.

PLANS which could have 
seen land around Kilmel-
ford and Kilninver Village 
Hall designated as an area 
of potential development 
have been put on hold.

The issue was raised 
at the latest meeting of 
Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Community Council, at 
which landowner Nick 
Tilly had indicated he was 
proposing to re-submit an 

2009 to Argyll and Bute 
Council to develop the 
area.

However, following the 
council meeting based Mr 
Tilly contacted chairman 
Nigel Mitchell stating: 
‘We have taken on board 
comments in relation to the 
apathy in the community, 
together with your view 
that it would be wiser to 
not re-submit at this time, 
but that it should be left 
for a period, whilst further 
discussions are held in re-
lation to the Local Devel-
opment Plan.

‘Taking all of the circum-
stances into account, we 
have decided that in ac-
cordance with your views, 
at the present time we will 
not re-submit the applica-
tion,’ he said.

Village hall plan 
put on back burner

XPLORERS, also known as 
the Kilninver and Kilmel-
ford Outreach Group, is 

-
sary with the addition four 
new volunteers.

Rachel Ross, Alex Tweedy 
and supergrans Isabel Smith 
and Margaret Mosley have 
joined the children’s organi-
sation. The Xplorers, who 

each month in Kilmelford 
church, explore the Chris-
tian faith in an accessible 
and enjoyable way.

Younger members enjoy 
bible stories and creative 
activities while the senior 
group discusses different 
aspects of Christianity and 
its relevance for today’s 
world.

Jenny Moody, one of the 
founding volunteers, said: 
‘I am very heartened by the 
number of people who have 
volunteered to help with the 
group. And a special thanks 
goes to the young mums in 
the village: without their 
help and support we’d never 
have been able to include as 
many folk in these special 
Sunday afternoons as we 
have done.’

The Xplorers meet again 
on Sunday November 7 at 
4pm.

Church group’s   
first anniversary

THE MODERATOR of the 
General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland ad-
dressed a gathering of more 
than 300 people in Fort 
William on Saturday at the 
Church of Scotland Guild’s 
annual regional meeting.

The Duncansburgh MacIn-
tosh Church event included 
artistic performances, 
worship and speakers and 
showcased various projects 
that loyal Guild members 
support.

Keynote speakers in-
cluded the Moderator, Right 
Reverend John Christie 
and Mary Miller – wife of 
former Moderator, the Very 
Reverend John Miller.

Mr Christie has previously 
served as an interim minis-
ter at Arisaig and Mallaig.

The guild announced they 
have broken the £250,000 
fundraising barrier for their 
six nominated partnership 
projects.

Fiona Punton, the guild’s 

‘The funds raised for 
projects is a practical ex-
ample of the important and 
vital role members play in 
their local communities and 
through the national move-
ment.

‘The leadership team is 
thrilled to be in Fort Wil-
liam to bring a taste of the 
annual meeting to those 
in more remote areas - we 
are all part of this great 
movement which is such an 
important part of the wider 
church.’

Moderator visits 
guild meeting

TWELVE Oban and Lorn youngsters have earned their silver and 
bronze certificates in the Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme. The 
young people completed voluntary work, learnt a skill, developed 
in sport and completed a two to three day expedition to earn their 
accolade. Duke of Edinburgh group leader Fiona Kincaid said: 
‘This has been a year-long commitment and a lot of hard work for 
these young people.’
Pictured above, Holly Pallas, Murray Peden, Andrew Strange, 
Thomas Spence, Nancy Long, Zoe Thomson, Ben Carter and 
Patrick MacKinnon proudly show off certificates for Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Awards. 08_t45duke03

Left, Jonathon Sayer, Alasdair Hoon, Louisa Stage and Kirsty 
Pallas were thrilled to received their Duke of Edinburgh Silver 
Awards. 08_t45duke02

Youngsters’ Duke of Edinburgh award success

A NEW RNLI fundraising group has 
been formed in Oban to bring in cash 
for the charity that saves lives at sea.

a ceilidh on Friday, November 19, 
when headline act Skipinnish will 
play, along with a host of talented 
musicians.

The line-up will include Oban High 
School Pipe Band, Taynuilt Gaelic 
Choir, James and Nicola Rosie, 
David and Audrey Paterson, Peter 
Sinclair  and Rosie Stevenson.

Cash from ticket sales will be 
split between the RNLI and another 
worthy cause, Tiree Pipe Band, 
which faces high costs travelling to 
events off the island.

George Berry, chairman of the 
RNLI’s Oban Fundraising Group, 
said: ‘We are indebted to all the 
musicians who are giving their 
services completely free of charge 
and also to Skipinnish Ceilidh House 

for letting us have the venue free.
‘We are also extremely grateful 

to the many businesses who have 

holding on the night.’
Appealing to the public to support 

the ceilidh, Mr Berry said: ‘Oban is 
home to one of the busiest lifeboats 
in Scotland, so it is only right that we 
should try and help the RNLI to keep 
up the excellent work that it does.’

Committee members, elected at the 

Berry (Chairman); Ann Matheson 
(Secretary); Les Stewart (Treasurer); 
Moira Kerr (Minute Secretary); 
Heather Smith (Box Secretary); 
Caroline Berry, Emma Boyle, Katy 
Docherty, Mamie MacKinnon, Linda 
Maclean, Eleanor Wilson and Jo 
Woolnough.

Anyone interested in joining the 
group should contact Ann Matheson 
on 01631 566603.

RNLI fundraising group sets sail

REVEREND Robert Brooks presented Moira MacIntosh with a cake 
and bottle of wine for her 80th birthday at Kilchrenan Church.
Moira celebrated her birthday with the congregations of Kilchrenan, 
Dalavich and Muckairn Churches at a special songs of praise service 
on Sunday. t45moira01no

Church celebrates with Moira

Legion branch signs 
REMEMBRANCE Day 2010, 
will see the Oban branch of the 
Royal British Legion parade 
through the town for the very 
last time.

Decades after its formation, 
the Oban branch will fold 
immediately after the most 
important day in the legion’s 
calendar.  As that day approaches 
chairman of the Oban branch, 
Robert MacBrayne, has been 

greatest achievements.
‘I think the restoration 

of the war memorial is a 
particular highlight,’ said Mr 
MacBrayne.

In 1997 The Oban Times 
joined forces with the British 
Legion and launched a 
campaign to raise awareness 
and money to restore the war 
memorial, originally built in 
1923.

Mr MacBrayne said: ‘The 

success of the campaign was 
really down to voluntary 
organisations and individuals 
who donated their time, money 
and expertise to complete a 
total refurbishment.’

The legion’s hard work was 
recognised the following year 
when it was awarded the title 
of the best-kept war memorial 
without a garden in Scotland.

It was also mentioned in 
Derek Boorman’s A Century of 
Remembrance - one hundred 
outstanding British war 
memorials, published in 2005.

On a more personal note Mr 
MacBrayne said the memorial 
plaque for the men in the 
merchant navy, who fought in 
the Battle of the Atlantic, was 
particularly special.

‘They never got the 
recognition they deserved,’ he 
said.

‘If it wasn’t for the battle 

of the Atlantic this country 
would not have survived.  I 
am pleased the plaque is in 
the Caledonian MacBrayne 
terminal where thousands of 
people see it each year.’

The Oban branch’s annual 
poppy collection has been a 
resounding success with funds 
raised doubling in the last 
nine years. In 2009 more than 
£9,000 was raised in Oban.

Mr MacBrayne said: ‘The 
generosity of people in this 

area knows no bounds, its 
exceptional.

watching people put their 
money into the cans.’

The 2010 Remembrance 
parade will leave from the 
Corran Halls at 10.30am on 
Sunday November 14.

Members of the British 
Legion, Lord Lieutenant 
Kenneth MacKinnon and 
Oban High School Pipe Band 
will take part in the ceremony.

Illuminating experience
GIANT caterpillars and 
enormous snails are set to 
illuminate Lochgilphead this 
weekend.

As well as brightly lit 

larger-than-life pictures of 
wildlife, taken by fourth 

year Lochgilphead High 
School  pupils, will be 
projected onto the side of a 
building in Colchester Square 
from 5.30pm on Saturday, 
November 6, as part of the 
annual Lantern Procession and 
Fireworks display.
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ON SUNDAY at Oban High School, the Oban Express 
Primary Football League again gathered with the youngest 
teams of the junior league meeting indoors for the remainder 
of the year to play fun fours.

Swifts, Ben Lora and the eager newcomers Spartak each 
had two teams playing each other with no results taken. An 
enjoyable day was had by all and with play non stop the 

and participation.
The rest of the teams in the Junior section continued their 

spirit in front of a big crowd of spectators.
Benderloch kicked of the day with a good win over Pumas, 

but then went on to lose to Lochgilphead in a cracking hard 
fought tie with chances at both ends.

Lochgilphead then beat Pumas 1-0 and also won a close 
encounter with Saints U8s by the same scoreline. The U8s 
held out until late in the second half thanks to some great 
defending from Euan Morgan and Calum Robertson. Laura 

driving the U8s forward.
The U8s and Galaxy then put on a great game with goals 

Camogie-Shinty
International
Ireland 6-9

Scotland 2-2
IRELAND retained the 
Camogie-Shinty Inter-
national thanks to a 
determined performance at 

Saturday morning.

McSorley was the hat-
trick heroine as in perfect 
weather conditions the hosts 
never looked troubled in 
this encounter with an early 

Scotland were dealt a major 

half-time, with the loss of 
key forward Fiona Mathie 
with the game held up for 
over 15 minutes, after she 
sustained a neck injury.

It was the only disappointing 
incident, from an otherwise 
open game which was played 
with great spirit and passion.
Mathie is the sister of 
Scotland coach Andy Mathie 

has been relishing the role.
‘It was a gut-wrenching 

IT WAS a case of ‘Scotland 

on Saturday night, as Drew 

for a deserved one-point 
victory.

The starter before the main 
course of the International 
Rules between Ireland and 
Australia, this small ball 
clash was certainly a keenly 
contested encounter with the 
game hanging in the balance 
until the full-time whistle.

TWO CONVINCING wins have set Oban Lorne Ladies 

campaign.
On Sunday the girls travelled to Lochinch, Glasgow to 

face Lismore. 
Early tries saw the ladies settle in to the match quickly 

and rack up a stunning 76 points, conceding only 10 in 
reply. 

Donna Smith grabbed six tries and eight conversions 
and other scorers for the team included Fiona Steele, 
Audrey Barr, Ailie Howat, Jennifer MacLennan and 

the club.
The previous weekend Oban Lorne entertained 

Edinburgh University 2nds at home and taught the 
students a harsh lesson, winning 67-10.

Donna Smith started and ended the scoring with an 
incredible seven tries and six conversions. Other tries 
came from Karen MacCorquodale, Audrey Barr and 
Jennifer MacPhee, scoring on her Oban Lorne debut.

The ladies now have the challenge of hosting Stirling 
County this Sunday. Kick off is at 2pm.

U21 Shinty-Hurling 
International
Ireland 3-6

Scotland 1-3
A HAT-TRICK of third-
quarter goals paved the way 
for an Ireland victory in the 
Under 21 Shinty-Hurling 
International on Saturday at 

This game was on a knife-
edge throughout the opening 
half, until three goals inside 
13 minutes of the restart 
paved the way for an Irish 
win.

to the net on two occasions, 
and from there on Ireland 
never looked back.

In ideal conditions, the 

the visitors in the opening 30 
minutes.

Ireland required strong 
displays from Laois 
goalkeeper Eoin Reilly at 
the back, and also defenders 
Cormac Donnelly of Antrim 
and Waterford All-Star Noel 
Connors.

‘Scotland
the Brave’

Tight at the top in Oban Express Primary School Football League

SHINTY-HURLING

It was a determined 
performance from an eager 

charges braved a six-point 

fall short by just a point at 
the end.

With Ireland claiming 

encounter at Inverness by 
just a goal, and the Scots 
taking a one-point win at 

Nowlan Park, Kilkenny 12 
months previously this game 
was always going to see 
little between the sides after 
70 minutes plus of action.

This game followed that 
script, with Scotland holding 
a 2-7 to 2-5 interval lead 
despite a promising start by 
the hosts.

Ireland led by 1-3 to 0-1 
after just eight and a half 

goal.

and Patrick Horgan of Cork 
also provided early scores, 
but the sides were tied at 1-

with Scottish veteran Ronald 
Ross, Finlay MacRae and 
Shaun Nicolson among 
those keeping the visitors in 
touch.

followed with MacRae and 
captain Gary Innes netting 
three-pointers to push 

the 32nd minute.
However, Dooley bagged a 

second goal and also added a 

points at the interval.
Ronald Ross slotted over 

two two-pointers within 
eight minutes of the restart 
to see his side take a six-
point lead, but Ireland still 
had plenty to offer.

Neil McManus was in 
superb form with Arron 

performing strongly, while 

and Paul McCormack of 
Armagh also tried hard when 
introduced.

John Rowney and team 
captain Tommy Walsh of 
Kilkenny helped score four 

hosts, but they just fell short 

point arriving deep into 
injury-time.

Scotland captain Gary Innes 
was thrilled to take victory in 
the 82,500 capacity stadium.

He said after the game: ‘We 
are very delighted to beat 
Ireland here in the home of 

achievement for us.
‘The goals were vital, we 

managed to get ahead but 
Ireland kept coming back 
strongly. As these games 
always go there is only one 
or two points at most in it at 

Scotland’s Norman Campbell challenges Shane Dooley.

Gary Innes, who suffered a broken nose during the 
match, remonstrates with the referee. 

Captain Gary Innes, Paul Gow  and Norman Campbell look pleased with the one-
point Scotland victory at full time.

Gary believes his side will 
face another stiff test for the 
second leg in Inverness.

‘I think having a one-
point lead means nothing, 
especially against such a 
strong Irish team as well.

‘We will have to go back 
and regroup and look at our 
tactics as well and see what 

The teams head to Bught 
Park, Inverness for the 
second leg on November 

decided on aggregate scores 

Scotland team: S Mac-
kintosh; N Campbell, J Barr; 
N MacDonald, D Rodger, 
I McDonald; C Bamber, N 
MacPhee (0-1), G Innes (1-
2, 1 65); F Macrae (1-3, 1 
65), J MacDonald (0-3, 1f), 
R MacDonald; G Irvine, R 
Ross (0-6, 3f). Interchange 
Subs: S Campbell, A Corrigan, 
S Nicolson (0-1), P Gow, P 
MacKay.

the only thing missing in a 0-0 draw. Innes MacMillan 
was outstanding, working his socks of for the U8s as was 

but was denied by a top class save from Innes Horne.
Galaxy and the U8s both then had to play an in-form 

Saints U9s team and the U9s scored early in both games 
to win comfortably. The U9s also beat Pumas to give them 
maximum points.

campaign with the young teams again playing fun fours 
indoors.

Tight Affair
The senior section is proving to be a very tight affair with 

three teams seperated by a single point at the top of the table 

Lochgilphead Warriors started top ahead of Stoddarts on 
goal difference with the Saints Boys only that solitary point 
behind.

The Warriors enhanced their position at the top with a 
heavy win over Appin and followed that with a 2-0 score 
line against Stoddy Boys. Second placed Stoddarts kept 

against Thistle when they went behind to a Rory Dowd goal 
however they rallied and went on to win the match.

The next match between Saints Boys and Stoddarts would 
obviously have an impact on the outcome of the league and 

Disaster was to follow however when Evan McLellan 
collapsed in agony after going over on his ankle. The 

was quickly on the scene to dispatch poor Evan to hospital 
where a fracture was diagnosed and a cast applied. The 
league wishes Evan a speedy recovery.

After this mishap the match was called to a halt and 

Stoddarts felt they were in the right frame of mind to play 
their last match which was also a crucial encounter against 
the Warriors and it was the boys from Lochgilphead who 
triumphed thanks to two late goals fron Kieram Moors.

Saints Boys kept on the march with a Martin Rennie header 
from a corner secured the two points over Lochnell and also 
went on to beat Appin.

wins over Tralee, Wolves and Stoddy Boys with Zander 
Kilmurry and Ben Coates amonst their scorers.

frog them in the league with Keegan McPhee and Finlay 

position by defeating Appin.
The game of the day was an unlikely encounter between 

Thistle and Tralee with Scott Mossman opening the scoring 
only for Tralee to draw level through Scott Rowley.  It was 
going to take something special to break the deadlock and it 

drive into the corner for the winer.
  Thistle capped a great day for them with a single goal 

win over Lochnell thanks to Ryan Woodrow and the young 
lads are showing that they are not being intimidated by their 
elders following their step up from the juniors this season.

championship.

PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Three quick goals kill

Scotland pressed hard for 
scores, but to no avail as 
Ireland showed a little bit 
more eagerness in front of 
the posts.

Murray of Laois bagged 
points in the opening 23 

score was worth the wait as 

in injury time to ensure a 1-0 
to 0-2 interval lead.

Ireland were goal-hungry 
on the restart, and left their 
opponents with little change 

smashed home goals.
Little support

captain Michael Rodger 
tried his utmost for the 
visitors, but the Fort William 
player was for the most part 
ploughing his own furrow, 
with little support from his 
colleagues.

lone second half scores, 

their way to back-to-back 
wins, with Reilly lifting 
silverware after the game.

Scotland captain Michael 

defeat, and a fourth personal 
defeat as he bowed out of the 
Under-21 grade.

‘I have played for the last 
four years without a victory 

said.

really in the game, and the 
goal just before half-time 
brought us back into it.

‘In the second half the Irish 
had the wind and there was 
some big hitting from the 
goalkeeper. They were a bit 

Scotland team: S 
MacDonald; D Grieve, 
S Stewart; D Howie, R 
Kennedy, O Fraser; A 
MacIntosh, M Rodger (0-
3, 1 65), R MacLeod; T 
Whyte (1-0), S MacMillen, J 
MacPherson; S MacDonald, 
L MacDonald. Interchange 
subs: J Macrae, C Millar, R 
Borthwick, C Finlayson.

Derek Cameron. 

SHINTY-HURLING

said. ‘I took over as coach 
half-way through the season 
and there has been a massive 
learning curve for myself, 

any more from the girls.
‘Our sport is only ten 

years old, but every year it 
is going from strength to 
strength. Hopefully over the 
next couple of years we will 
have stronger teams coming 

0 after 20 minutes, with 

the early damage.
Scotland were placed under 

huge pressure defensively 
and indeed the visitors would 
have trailed by a lot more, 
but for the stern work by 
their goalkeeper Elizabeth 
McGregor among others.

Following the long lapse 

Scotland upped their game 
and got just rewards when 

Jeanette McGregor smashed 
the ball to the net on the 
resumption.

But, Ireland once again dug 
deep as the hosts claimed a 
3-7 to 1-0 interval lead.

opening 12-minutes of the 
second half, with no scores 
conceded.

However, McSorley 
claimed her hat-trick soon 

power Ireland to a 16-point 

Katy Smith pressed hard 
for a Scottish response, 

save in the Irish goalmouth.
However, McKenna 

leaked a goal soon after 
with Jane Nicol bagging a 
three-pointer. But this was 
a mere blip in an otherwise 
dominant second half display 

as a 53rd minute goal from 

a comfortable win.

Goal-hungry Irish too
good for the Scots

CAMOGIE-SHINTYRUGBY

Lorne Ladies rack 
up the points

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Find us on 

facebook

Narrow one-point win 
gives Scots advantage



Thursday 4 November, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 23SPORT
OT

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1200

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
N McCuaig, Callum Court, Perth and R Morrison, Nelson Road, Oban

FOOTBALL

Indoor football

FOOTBALL

Cairngorm Charmer
DUATHLON

Tight at the top
TEN PIN BOWLING

Chris is new
heavyweight
champion

BOXING

Big hitters: new Scottish novice heavyweight 
champion Chris Donnelly, right, and Artem 
Jevstijejiek. Both were victorious at the Scottish 
novice championships. 10_f45box01

LIVERCAOL jumped to the 
top of the Ali Young winter 
league at the Nevis Centre 
with a 4-1 win over HW 
Energy, displacing rivals 
Caol and All Trades who 
fought out a tough 1-1 draw.

Goon Squad improved 
their position with a 3-0 
victory over Lochaber 
Leisure, while Ballachulish 
also moved up the table 
after overcoming Pogon 
3-1.

NGTW and Funky Five 
shared the points in a 1-1 
draw and Achintore moved 
off the bottom with a 5-0 
thumping of Crazy Crofter.

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School is riding the crest 
of a wave after three pupils 
gained selection to the 
Scottish national sailing 
squad.

Ballachulish brother and 
sister Erin and Ruaridh 
Mills, and Ryan MacIntyre, 
also from Balluchulish, 
competed in regattas all over 
the UK to earn their places.

The skilled youngsters 
travelled as fas a Weymouth 
in Dorset, Hayling Island 
near Portsmouth and 
Pwllheli in Wales to pursue 
their dream.

Venues
Closer to home, Scottish 

venues included Loch 
Lomond, Largs, Annandale 

A FATHER and son 
originally from Clovullin, 
Adgour, won the fastest 
local team title at the 
recent Cairngorm 
Charmer duathlon event at 
Cairmgorm Mountain.

Mike and Scott Dixon 
completed the tough 
mountain bike and hill 
running sections in a course 
record time of 2.30.50, only 
nine minutes behind overall 
winners, Ross Nixon and 
Donald MacDonald from 
Inverness.

Mike, 47 and Scott, 16, 
now live in Aviemore.  
Mike’s mum Jessie, from 
Clovullin, said: ‘I think it’s 
great. They did so well.’

FORT WILLIAM make the 
long trip north to Wick this 
weekend looking to repair 
the damage, partly self-

6-0 reverse at league leaders 
Turriff.

The Claggan Park men will 
be without Mark Gillespie, 
red-carded early in the 
second half of what was a 
torrid day for Fort, while 
Sean Ellis and Michael 
Gillespie’s presence could 
be in doubt after both picked 

Strathspey 3
Lochaber 29

A HALFTIME roasting from 
coach Charlie Donaldson 
shook up lethargic Lochaber 

half display and run out 
convincing winners.

The heavyweight Strathspey 
pack had the better of a tight 

failed to produce the goods 
when it mattered most.

The early war of attrition 
suited Strathspey better and 
the scoreboard remained 
untroubled for at least 20 
minutes - although there 
were penalty attempts and 
good chances spurned. 

Responded

ched a penalty, but 
Lochaber responded almost 

play from Ben Thomas 
and pack-leader Ali Revitt 
saw Tristan Sanders break 
the line to supply full back 
David Harvey to score his 

was duly converted. 
A Lochaber penalty saw the 

THE WINTER league of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling league at 
the Nevis Centre has four 
teams with the maximum 

division after week one.
Alleycats, Council, Will-

O-Bees and Rotavators 
share the top spot, while in 
the handicap division only 
Alleycats and Council have 
maximum points.

Top bowler was John 
Weller of the Alleycats with 
a two game score of 294, 
closely followed by Pam 
Weller - also of Alleycats.

Sailing for Scotland: Ruaridh Mills, Erin Mills and Ryan MacIntyre with some of 
their trophies. 10_f45sailors01

Riding along on 
the crest of a wave

and Dalgety Bay.
The trio sail in different 

a two-woman ‘420’, Ryan in 
a ‘Topper’ and Ruaridh in an 
‘Optimist’.

Candidates for the squad 
were judged on commitment 
as well as ability - and 
the Lochaber youngsters 
certainly showed plenty of 
that, giving up at least 20 
weekends since April to 
compete in events hundreds 
of miles from home. One, at 
Weymouth, involved over 
1,000 miles of travelling 

from Lochaber and back.
‘Some morning we had to 

get up at 4am to go to sailing 
events,’ Erin said.

Erin and Ruaridh’s mum 
Jill, Commodore at Glencoe 
Boat Club, has provided 
a steady hand on the tiller 
as she watched the young 

Potential
She said: ‘From not being 

able to sail to becoming 
some of the best young 
sailors in Scotland is some 
going. They are now being 
classed as potential Olympic 
hopefuls’.

Kinlochleven High School 
has had pupils in the national 
sailing squad. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

LOCHABER Phoenix ABC’s 
Chris Donnelly is the new 
novice Scottish heavyweight 
champion after overcoming 
three tough opponents at the 
Time Capsule in Coatbridge 
last weekend.

The 20 year-old stopped 
his man in round two of 

Novice Championships 

against Garnock Valley 

man who broke his jaw at 
the last boxing show at the 
Nevis Centre.

Wood knocked out his 
opponent Sean McGuire in 

they were not disappointed 
as two of the biggest hitters 
in the country got down to 
work.

Upper Hand
Soon it became clear, 

though, that the Lochaber 
man had the upper hand and, 
according to coach Niall 

Clark proceeded ‘to box 
Wood’s ears off’ to score a 

tough affair, but Chris 
prevailed against Neil 
Danskin of Dundee ABC 
to gain the verdict by some 

eye and and a bleeding nose 
in the process.

‘His opponent suffered 
the same type of injuries 

Niall said. ‘Chris had a 

level.’ Light welterweight 
Artem Jevstijejiek, aged 
only 16, looks a tremendous 

bout, showing great ringcraft 

box conservatively to the 

Postponed
However, shortage of 

could feature on the bill of 
Saturday’s boxing show at 
the Nevis Centre, sponsored 

Hotel.
‘We are just waiting to 

hear whether we have the 
go-ahead or not,’ Niall said. 
‘There are some tiered seats 
left for the show, but they are 
going fast and we are hoping 
for a sell out. Both Artem and 
Chris will be on the bill with 
other local boxers. We are 
staging at least 10 bouts and 
it promises to be a fantastic 
night.’

NETHER Lochaber ABC 
entered three boxers into 

last weekend - the Scottish 
Novice Championships, 
held in The Time Caspsule, 
Coatbridge.

Withdrawn
However, middleweight 

Nathan McDade from 
Kinlochleven was given 
less than 48 hours notice 
that he was the only entrant 
in his age group (18) and so 
he was withdrawn from the 
competition.

Silver medal for Kieran

Silver medal winner: 
Kieran Sweeney.

 This was hugely frustrating 
as McDade had been training 
hard for this opportunity. 

Billy Kinnear from Glencoe 
was one of four super 
heavyweights in action, but 
unfortunately did not make 

The club’s youngest en-
trant, Kieran Sweeney (16) 
from Ballachulish, fought in 
the youth light heavyweight 
division.

Blasted
He blasted his way through 

out his opponent, Lee Brogan 
from Bronx ABC.  

Sweeney faced Cameron 
Holliday from Elgin ABC 

Holliday had fought one less 
bout than Sweeney in order 
to reach that stage.

end but the decision went 
to Holliday. However, 
Kieran brings home a silver 
medal and the admiration 
of many of the coaches in 
attendance.

BOXING

Charlie was not a happy man 
and gave his troops laldy. 

The ‘team talk’ did the 
trick and Lochaber started 
the second half at a canter, 
playing to their strengths 
and generally rattling the 
Strathspey side. 

More good work from 
Lochaber’s pack was utilised 
by the backs to put Tristan 

his brace, and apart from 
some short lapses Lochaber 
took control of the game 
with Strathspey unable to 
escape from their own half 
and showing little invention 
in their play. 

Ali Revitt scored a 
trademark battering ram try 
after good pressure from all 
the Lochaber players, and 
Sanders second saw Lochaber 
gain the all important bonus 
point to seal the game with a 

Man of the match was Ben 
Thomas, although the second 
half put forward a number of 
players for this honour.

BOXING

Good win for Lochaber

up knocks in a disappointing 
display by the Lochaber 
men.

Manager Calum MacLean 
is under no illusions that 
prising points from Wick on 
their own territory will be no 

with a squad depleted by 
injury and suspension.

Goal Trail
Top of Fort’s wish list will 

be to hit the goal trail again, 

in the league since their 2-

1 home win against fellow 
strugglers Strathspey Thistle 
way back on September 18.

Since then a disappointing 
Scottish Cup exit against 
Golspie and three 
league reverses against 
Lossiemouth, Huntly and 
Turriff have dampened hopes 
that last season’s impressive 
charge over the closing 
weeks can be built on in this 
campaign.

Taking on the league leaders 
was always going to be a tall 

order, but to concede two 
soft goals inside 12 minutes 
was tantamount to suicide 
against a fast-moving Turriff 
side.

Bright spots were few 
and far between and but 
for Lewandowski Fort’s 
defeat could have been even 
heavier. 

A win at Wick could spring 
Fort clear of bottom spot.

Fort look to bounce back against Wick
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FOOTBALL

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

Oban Pool League
POOL

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
   P  W  D  L    F     A  Pts
Kilpatrick  6   5   1   0   16     6   16
Oban Saints  7   4   2   1   23   11   14
Greenock HSFP  6   4   2   0   11     6   14
St Josephs  7   4   0   3   13   17   12 
Arkleston  4   2   1   1   11     9     7
Thorn Athletic  6   2   1   3   10   14     7
Castlemilk  6   1   1   4     7   14     4
Aikenhead Thistle  3   0   2   1     3     4     2
Inverclyde  6   0   2   4   10   17     2
Cambria   5   0   0   5     3     9     0

FRIDAY

9

15

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Thursday
Heavy rain

Winds moderate north north easterly
Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC

Friday
Heavy rain showers

 Winds moderate northerly
Temperatures 2ºC to 10ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Sunny periods and scattered showers

Winds moderate northerly. 
Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tides

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, November 4, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 04.33 3.7 09.57 0.8 16.11 4.1 22.38 0.9
Fri 04.38 3.9 10.45 0.7 16.50 4.2 23.18 0.8                 
Sat 05.14 4.1 11.31 0.6 17.28 4.2 23.57 0.7
Sun 05.52 4.2 12.15 0.7 18.06 4.1 **.** *.*
Mon 00.36 0.8 06.29 4.1 12.59 0.8 18.42 3.9
Tues 01.16 0.9 07.08 4.0 13.42 1.0 19.19 3.7
Wed 01.57 1.1 07.48 3.9 14.26 1.3 19.56 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

RESULTS from last 
weekend: Under 13s no 
game. Under 14s 8,  North 
Kelvin United 0. Saints 
goalscorers were Zak Straub 
(2), Calum MacLean (2), 
Douglas Tyrell-Bunge, 
Fraser MacFarlane, and 
Innes MacColl.  Under 15s 
5, Ardencaple 7. Netting for 
Saints were Ruaridh Cain 
(3), Liam MacEachan and 
Aidan Campbell. Under 16s 
0, Ardencaple 6.

Regional Cup - Alva Swifts 
v Under 13s; Under 14s v 
East End Thistle; League 
- Thistle Youth v Under 15s; 
Regional Cup - Ardencaple 
v Under 16s.

  P  W  L  Pts
Lancaster B 3   3   0   6
Claredon  3   3   0   6
Kelvin  3   3   0   6
Lancaster A 2   2   0   4
Cellar Bar 3   1   2   2
Lochnell  3   1   2   2
Lochavullin 3   1   2   2
Markie Dans A 2   1   1   2
Golf Club 3   0   3   0
Harbour  3   0   3   0
Markie Dans B 2   0   2   0

Saints deliver all three
points against Milk men
Glasgow visitors make Saints 
work for a hard-fought victory

Scottish Amateur League 
Premier Division 
Oban Saints 2
Castlemilk 1

CASTLEMILK were the 
visitors to Glencruitten Park 
on Saturday and they played 
their part in what turned out 

football.
The heavy rain on Friday 

caused some concern for the 
Oban club, but they were 

be okay on the Saturday 
morning and the game would 
go ahead and this indeed was 

THERE was no senior 
rugby match last weekend 

was postponed due to the 
pitch being waterlogged.

This weekend the team 
are in action at home to 
Uddingston, ko 2pm.

before a three-week break 

to Scotland’s Autumn 

Captain Struan Smith 
will be hoping to keep the 
encouraging sequence of 
wins going and move the 
team up to 4th place in the 
league.

The revamped Argyll and 

Greenock Wanderers is now 
scheduled to take place 
in Oban on Saturday 20 
November. 

The ladies team defeated 
Lismore in Edinburgh 78-
12.

Rugby rained off
RUGBY

Winter League week two: 1 
John Macintyre Jnr 40 pts; 
2 Arthur Holyoake 38pts; 3 
Ruaraidh Macintyre 38pts. 
Css71. Magic 2s - Callum 
Davey.

Overall Winter League 
after week two: 1 Ruaraidh 
Macintyre 73pts; 2 John 
Macintyre Jnr 69pts; 3 
Angus MacAulay 67pts.

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

FOOTBALL

A timely tackle by a Castlemilk defender stops Chris Graham as he bursts into the 
penalty box. t45saints01

Oban Saints Football Club and the Scottish Football Association hosted a coach in-service session for Quality Mark clubs at Oban Community Pitch on Monday night in atrocious weather 
conditions.  Around 40 coaches from the club, along with coaches from Lochgilphead Soccer Centre, were put through their paces by the SFA’s Danny Bisland, former Celtic winger Brian 
McLaughlin and Argyll and Bute football development officer Martin Rae. Children from the club’s youth teams acted as ‘runners’ for the evening.

the case. The playing surface 
was in remarkable condition 
considering the heavy rain, 
so a big thanks goes to the 
ground staff for getting the 
ptich playable.

Good start
Saints got off to a good 

start with Chris Graham 
testing out Milk keeper 

minute of the match, but the 
young keeper did well to 
touch the ball over the bar 

The home side created 
a good chance in the 

16th minute when Craog 
MacEwan got on the end 
of an Allan MacKay head 

over the bar. A minute later 
a Chris Graham shot was 
cleared off his own line by 

keep the scoreline blank.
The home side took the 

lead in the 19th minute 
with a route one goal. Tim 
Woodcock launched a big 
kick up the park which was 
met by Ross Maitland who 
fed the ball on to Allan 
MacKay who in turn cleverly 
chipped the keeper from 16 
yards - a well taken goal.

Saints had more of the 
territorial advantage as the 
half drew to a close and 
Craig MacEwan and Allan 
MacKay both came close. 
There was no further scoring 
with the home team having a 
narrow 1-0 advantage at the 
interval.

The second half was barely 

a minute old when the home 
side increased their lead and 
it was a superb solo goal 
from Donald Campbell. He 
danced past three defenders 

shot past keeper James 
McKennalt low down at his 
left hand post to make the 
score 2-0.

Dispelled
Any thoughts the Oban 

boys had that Castlemilk 
might fold after this setback 
were quickly dispelled as the 
Glasgow side took the game 
to Saints and deservedly 
pulled a goal back in the 
64th minute when Ross 
Nicol rose unchallenged at 
the back post to head home 
a corner.

The homesters, who had 
been in control of the game 
looked a bit nervous after 
this reversal and they have 
Myles McAuley to thank for 
keeping their slender lead 
intact as he headed a goal-

bound effort off the line.
Castlemilk were never out 

of the match and Saints had 
to defend well to keep their 
eager forwards at bay. The 
visitors almost got caught 
pushing forward to try and 
get an equaliser. Twice 
Saints broke forward at pace 
but Myles McAuley and 
Donald Campbell couldn’t 

take advantage of good 
scoring opportunites.

Time ran out for the 
Glasgow side and it was a 
happy and slightly relieved 
home team that celebrated a 
narrow 2-1 win when referee 
Jim Pearson, who handled 
the game well, blew for full 
time.

Manager Iain Jackson was 

delighted to get all three 
points. He said: ‘We played 
much better last week and 
lost so I was delighted to get 
all three points.

Saints have no league 
game this weekend, but they 
hope  to organise a match 
between themselves to give 
all their 24-man squad a 
good workout.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 175
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 175
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 175
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


