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TIMESLINEFury as ASN staff cuts to 
remain part of consultation
FURIOUS parents of children 
with special needs laid siege to 
Kilmory Castle on Thursday 
to protest against ‘disgusting’ 
council spending cuts proposed 
by the local authority.  

The parents campaigned 
outside the building and many 
attended the meeting of Argyll 
and Bute Council, where it was 
decided a recommendation to cut 
45 per cent of Additional Support 
Needs (ASN) staff would go to 
public consultation as planned. 

The protest was organised by 
irate mothers from the Oban 
area, who are members of Argyll 
and Bute Parents Against Coun-
cil Cuts (ABPACC).

They were joined by many par-
ents from across the region.

 If cuts are approved, the equiv-
alent of 72 full-time jobs will go 
each year over the next two years, 
with 20 per cent of classroom 
assistants in both primary and 
secondary schools set to be axed 
to save £1.4 million.

The beleaguered local authori-
ty has drawn up an eye-watering 
parcel of cuts for the next two 
years, which it is to consult the 
public on from tomorrow (Fri-
day), as it attempts to claw back 
£18 million to balance the books.

Two petitions, with more than 
1,100 and 500 names on them 
respectively, calling for the cuts 
that would affect vulnerable 
children to be taken out of the 
consultation, were presented to 
council leader Dick Walsh before 
the meeting got under way. 

Two amendments were pro-
posed, one by Dunoon councillor 
Michael Breslin, asking that the 
recommendations be rejected 
and for the whole budget to be 
re-examined ‘line by line’ from 
November onwards. 

Mr Breslin formed the Reform 
Group with Vivien Dance and 
Bruce Marshall in September to 
oppose the council’s administra-
tion.
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Sandy Taylor, leader of the op-
position SNP group, proposed an 
amendment which, while it ‘not-
ed the voiced concerns of many 
elected members’, and ‘regrets 
the unnecessary angst and anx-
iety many people have suffered’, 

agreed that the savings would 
be included within the public 
consultation. It was supported by 
all the SNP councillors, as well 
as Labour’s Neil MacIntyre. 

Four councillors abstained 
from the vote and three were 
absent.  As the motion was voted 
through by the administration 
there were shouts of ‘disgusting’ 
and ‘this is shameful’ from par-
ents at the back of the council 
chamber. Many continued to vent 
their anger after the meeting was 
finished. 

Angus Files travelled from 
Oban with his autistic son, Geof-
frey, 18, to campaign against the 
cuts, bringing with them a banner 
which read: ‘Sack the man who 
failed to plan’, aimed at council 
leader Dick Walsh.

Angus said on Friday: ‘Yester-
day  marks a sad day in the histo-
ry of Argyll and Bute. Yesterday 

our rights came under fierce 
attack from the very people we 
elected to protect our rights. If 
the right to decide what services 
we need is wrongfully taken from 
us, what meaningful rights do we 
have?’

Councillor Walsh said: ‘These 
are challenging times for us, 
brought about by the reduction 
in our financial settlement from 
central government. Our costs 
and expenses don’t match our 
expenditure. 

‘We have to reduce our expend-
iture significantly. I will make 
myself personally available to 
parents caught up in this very 
difficult situation this council 
faces.

‘There are no proposals today 
to cut council services. We are 
going out there to have a con-
versation with our communities 
to consult on a whole serious of 

options.’ He pledged to consider 
the ASN issue early within the 
service choices process to avoid 
a lengthy period of uncertainty.

Vivienne Hopperton-Dunlop 
travelled from Appin to protest 
for the rights of her daughter, 
Fallon, who is autistic.  

She said: ‘I’m absolutely dis-
gusted. They say they want to 
get rid of our stress over this and 
deal with it quickly. They should 
have agreed to Michael Breslin’s 
amendment and this should nev-
er have made it to consultation. 

 ‘In two weeks we set up the 
ABPACC group and got a lot of 
support for our petition. If they 
want a fight, they will get a fight.’

The consultation will be 
available online from tomorrow 
(Friday), and in print from 
November 10 in libraries and 
customer service points until it 
finishes at the end of December. 

ANGRY: Parents came with banners to protest outside Kilmory before the meeting 15_t44parents01

PROTEST: Argyll mother Sam 
with her daughter Emily

A 48-YEAR-old man has been 
placed on the sex offenders’ 
register and given a two-year 
supervision order after send-
ing sexual text messages to a 
teenage boy.

Brian John MacLennan left 
his mobile phone number  
amidst graffiti on the wall of 
the men’s lavatory at Oban’s 
Tesco store, the town’s sheriff 
court heard on Monday; 
MacLennan had previously 
admitted sending messages 
to a 15-year-old boy who was 
on holiday in the town at the 
time and the case had been 

adjourned until Monday for 
reports.

But one of the authors of 
the reports said they believed 
MacLennan was lying to them.

The court previously heard 
the teenager found MacLen-
nan’s number and a message 
claiming that sex was available.

The boy had made first 
contact and messages were 
exchanged during a 14-hour 
period between August 11 and 
12 last year. During that time 
MacLennen sent 143 messages 
which became increasingly 
explicit; a similar number were 

sent in reply by the teenager 
until his father became aware.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
said: ‘The complainer was not 
16 and the accused knew this 
from the outset.’

On Monday, after reading 
the reports, Sheriff Anderson 
said: ‘The difficulty is that one 
of the authors of this report 
believes that he [MacLennan] 
has given false information.’

MacLennan, who lives in a 
caravan at Barranrioch Farm, 
Glencruitten, was described 
by his defence agent Laura 
McManus as ‘a very isolated in-

dividual’. She said MacLennan 
was seeing a psychiatrist, was on 
medication and was suitable for 
a supervision order.

Sheriff Anderson placed 
MacLennan on a supervision 
order for two years, ordering 
that he undertake counselling 
and cooperate fully with his 
supervision officer, mental 
health services and continue 
to seek psychiatric treatment.

‘In three months I will call 
for a review to see how all this 
is going and I cannot make it 
any clearer Mr MacLennan 
that you must co-operate fully.’

Man sent sex texts to teenage boy

Ferry 
fares fall 
thanks to 
RET
CHEAPER ferry fares on 
various CalMac routes came 
into effect on Monday, as 
the Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) was introduced. 

Islands including Mull, 
Iona, Barra, Skye, Raasay, 
Cumbrae and the Small Isles 
all benefited for the first time 
from the distance-based fare 
structure. 

The popular Oban to 
Craignure route now costs 
£16.45 one-way for a single 
passenger and vehicle, down 
from £56.65 – a 70 per cent 
saving. 

On routes to the Western 
Isles, it now costs  £13.20 for 
a single car and passenger to 
travel from Eriskay to Barra, 
down from £31.40. 

MSP for the Western Isles, 
Alasdair Allan, praised the 
reduction: ‘This is welcome 
news for the Western Isles 
and represents a substantial 
60 per cent reduction in 
costs for people using inter-
island ferry services.

‘I have continued to raise 
the issue of fares on the 
Sound of Harris and Sound 
of Barra since I was elected. 
Following the introduction 
of RET elsewhere, the in-
ter-island ferries were, mile 
for mile, more expensive 
than other ferry routes.

‘That anomaly has been 
ended, and we have ensured 
better and more affordable 
transport links between our 
islands.’

RET was first piloted in 
2008 on routes including 
Coll and Tiree. 

Other destinations in-
cluding Islay, Colonsay and 
Gigha followed in 2012 and 
Arran in October last year.

The Scottish Government 
said the price of a single pas-
senger fare on routes have 
fallen by an average of 44 per 
cent, while car fares will be 
cut by around 55 per cent.

A WOMAN has been charged 
for allegedly stealing a car in 
Connel. The 39-year-old was 
arrested in the early hours 
of Monday, October 21, after 
police were informed she had 
taken the vehicle without the 
owner’s permission from an 
address in the village. A report 
has been sent to the procurator 
fi scal. 

POLICE have charged an Oban 
man for allegedly breaching his 
bail conditions. The 39-year-
old was arrested in the Glen-
gallan area of the town in the 
afternoon of Monday, October 
21, when offi  cers found him to 
be in possession of what they 
believe was a class B drug. A 
report will now be sent to the 
procurator fi scal. 

A TEENAGER has been arrested 
for an alleged breach of the 
peace off ence in Oban. The 
16-year-old girl was arrested 
in the early hours of Sunday, 
October 25, in the Glencruitten 
area of the town. A report has 
been sent to the procurator 
fi scal. 

OBAN police are warning of the 
dangers of trespassing on the 
railway line. 

Over the last two weeks, 
offi  cers have received reports 
of youths seen on the railway in 
the Soroba area of the town. In 
one incident, a child’s bike was 
left on the line. 

Anyone with any information 
should call the British Transport 
Police on 0800 40 50 40, or 
Police Scotland on 101.

Woman accused 
of car theft 

Report sent to 
procurator fi scal 

Breach of the 
peace allegation

Railway trespass 
warning 

Cameron set to be star 
of Children in Need
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Alastair MacGregor

ACHA standards 
on rise but room 
for improvement

Benderloch’s Angus blows the judges away

ARGYLL Community Hous-
ing Association (ACHA) has 
published its 2014/15 Landlord 
Report, measuring its perfor-
mance against the standards 
set out by the Scottish Housing 
Charter.

The Scottish Housing Charter 
was introduced by the Scottish 
Government in 2012 to look 
after the interests of tenants.

The report rates the quality 
and value of the service that 
should be provided.

Improvements in ACHA’s 
performance include tenant 
satisfaction rising from 71 per 
cent to 78 per cent since 2013/4, 
and the association’s repair 
service receiving a 97.6 per cent 
satisfaction rate, up from 96.7 
for the previous year.

However, there is still room 
for improvement with regards 
to its complaints procedure. 

Stage one complaints 
responded to in full have 
increased from 85.86 per cent 
to 93.18, but this is still below 
the Scottish average of 97.82 
per cent. And while stage one 
complaints dealt with rose from 
44.44 per cent to 63.41 per cent, 
it was still well below the na-
tional average of 81.81 per cent.  

Stage two complaints, which 
are those not dealt with at stage 
one, or more complicated than 
stage one complaints, were 
dramatically lower than the na-
tional average, and have fallen 
since last year. 

In 2013/4, ACHA responded 
to stage two complaints 97.30 
per cent of the time, but that 
figure has dropped to 82.35 
per cent, more than 10 per cent 
below the national average of 
92.66 per cent. 

Stage two complaints respond-
ed to within 20 working days are 
down from 59.46 per cent last 
year to 42.86 per cent this year, 
again dramatically lower than 
the 74.59 per cent average. 

Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s 
chief executive said: ‘The asso-
ciation has not carried out a full 
tenant satisfaction survey since 
the introduction of the charter, 
so some of the satisfaction 
levels we are reporting on are 
historic.  

‘We will carry out a full tenant 
satisfaction survey to tie in with 
our next landlord report. Areas 
of improvement that we are 
able to report on include tenant 
satisfaction with their home 
when they move in. This has 
increased from a 71 per cent 
to78 per cent satisfaction rate.  

‘I am also pleased to advise 
that overall satisfaction with 
ACHA’s repairs service has 
increased from 96.7 per cent to 
97.6 per cent, compared with 
2013/14.

‘The association has a small 
number of stage two complaints 
where our performance has 
slipped in this area from last 
year in terms of response time. 
Monthly reporting measures 
have been introduced that have 
improved performance in this 
area, which will be fully reflect-
ed in next year’s figures.

‘The association is committed 
to improving our services to 
tenants and other service users, 
and the areas in the landlord 
report we need to improve on 
will be prioritised.’

Copies of the report are avail-
able at: www.acha.co.uk/press/
PDF/ACHA_Landlord_Re-
port_2014-15.pdf

Resignation

Council cutsTWO members of the Argyll 
First group – Depute Provost 
Dougie Philand and Donald 
Kelly – resigned from the coun-
cil coalition administration on 
Sunday night. The group is 
made up of five independent 
councillors . 

Councillor Philand, Argyll 
First leader, said:  ‘My main 
plea  was to work together as 
36 elected members for Argyll 
and Bute, irrespective of what 
political persuasion. I do 
believe we have very talented 
councillors, but they are just 

MULL
lines

Classic fi lm buff s know 
where they’re going... 

FILM fanatics gathered on Mull last 
weekend to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of a romantic movie which was filmed on 
the island. 

I Know Where I’m Going was released in 
1945 and follows the life of Joan Webster, 
an English woman who travels from her 
Manchester home to marry a wealthy in-
dustrialist on the fictitious Isle of Kiloran.

She meets a naval officer on Mull during 
her travels and eventually falls in love with 
him, realising money isn’t everything.

Filming on Mull included scenes at 
Carsaig Bay, Moy Castle, Duart Castle, 
Torosay Castle, the Western Isles Hotel 
and the Gulf of Corryvreckan.

The gathering was organised by Profes-
sor Robert Beveridge, formerly of Napier 
University in Edinburgh but now working 
at Sardinia’s main university. 

Around 30 people gathered at the 
Western Isles Hotel in Tobermory from 
all over Britain, as well as from France, 
Germany, the USA and Australia, with 

several sequences of the film 
having been shot there.

The commemoration began 
on Friday with the traditional 
gin and Dubonnet cocktail 
made famous by the film – 
apparently a favourite drink 
of HM The Queen. 

After a screening of the 
classic film, Professor Charles 

Barr, a specialist in the films of Michael 
Powell and Emeric Pressburger from the 
University of East Anglia, set the film 
in its context as one of Britain’s greatest 
films. Professor Barr had been respon-
sible for arranging the honorary degree 
awarded to Mr Powell by his university.

I Know Where I’m Going was entirely shot 
on location in Mull and in the Denham 
Studios. Because of a prior commitment 
on the stage in London, its leading actor, 
Roger Livesey, who played the Laird of 
Kiloran, never set foot on Mull. His scenes 
were filmed in the Denham Studios, with 
some shot on Mull with the help of a 
double. 

On Saturday, the party drove to key 
locations, such as Moy Castle at Lochbuie, 
Carsaig House, and the famous telephone 
box and pier, followed by tea and scones at 
Inniemore Lodge with Lorna and Cleodi 
Macdonald. 

On Sunday, Steve Crook, director of the 
Powell and Pressburger Appreciation So-
ciety, told the story of how he had recently 
organised a blue plaque in London outside 
the former offices of the famous director 
and screenwriter, and their company The 
Archers.

Nicolas Maclean shed light on some of 
the mysteries of the film and put its theme 

into an historical context, while Florence 
McBride and Professor Michael McBride 
of Yale University showed a film Ms 
McBride had made of the two earlier com-
memorations on Mull, in 2005 and 2010. 

Afterwards, Sir Lachlan Maclean of 
Duart and Morvern welcomed the party to 
Duart Castle, called ‘Sorne Castle’ in the 
film, and made famous by one of Petula 
Clark’s early performances. 

It was a sign of the film’s importance 
that the film writer Jeremy Arnold had 
travelled especially from Hollywood to 
take part in the commemoration, as had 
Catriona Maclaine from Tasmania, whose 
name is the same as that of one of the 
leading ladies in the film, acted by Pamela 
Brown, who plays a local woman used to 
living off the land during the war, includ-
ing skinning rabbits. 

Her line ‘money isn’t everything’ is one 
of the key messages of the film, which 
contrasts Manchester materialism and 
ambition with romance and traditional 
Highland life on Mull. 

A bonus for the film buffs was meeting 
Jimmy Robb at Lochbuie House, who re-
galed everyone with stories of the shooting 
of the film when he was a boy. 

The group visit the iconic 
red telephone box at Carsaig 
(photo courtesy of Ian Court)

Checking out Carsaig Pier, a crucial site 
for the fi lm (photo courtesy of Ian Court)
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not working together, and only 
time will tell how we get on.’

MEMBERS of Argyll and 
Bute Parents Against Council 
Cuts attended Monday’s Oban 
Community Council meeting, 
looking for further support.

A special meeting to discuss 
the proposed cuts to addition-
al support needs staff has been 
arranged for tomorrow (Fri-
day) at Soroba Community 
Centre at 7pm. All community 
councillors, local councillors 
and members of the public are 
welcome to attend. 

BENDERLOCH musician Angus Mac-
Coll was living his very own pipe dream 
at the weekend, when he was crowned 
the Glenfiddich Piping Champion for the 
fourth time. 

Angus fought off stiff competition from 
10 of the world’s most highly-acclaimed 
pipers to claim the title at Blair Castle, 
Blair Atholl on Saturday.

Now in its 42nd year, the invitational  
event is seen as piping’s ultimate accolade.

Angus, who is piping tutor at Oban 
High School, said:  ‘All competitors are 
part of a close-knit community where we 
often get to compete in various piping 
competitions.  As a result, we each know 
just how tough competing in the Glenfid-
dich Championship is going to be. 

‘Everyone has worked and competed 
hard to earn their place here, therefore to 
win amongst such talent is an incredible 
honour. I’ll be honest, it’s still sinking in.’

The Glenfiddich Piping Championship 
was established in 1974 to bring together 
the world’s finest pipers and witness some 
of the finest renditions of the ancient and 
traditional piobaireachd (the great mu-

sic) and the ceol beag (the little music).  
Competitors are invited to compete 

having won prestigious accolades at 
other piping events during the last year. 

All competitors are already champions 
before travelling to Blair Atholl, but 
competing in the Glenfiddich pits cham-
pion against champion as each piper 
competes for piping’s ultimate prize.

PIPE CHAMPION: Angus MacColl with his fourth Glenfi ddich Piping Championship win; he was previously crowned champion at the event in 1995, 2006 and 2010

Alan Reid to stand in 2016 elections
FORMER MP Alan Reid has 
been selected by the Scottish 
Liberal Democrats to fight the 
Argyll and Bute seat at next 
year’s Scottish Parliamentary 
elections. 

Mr Reid, who previously 
served as Argyll and Bute’s MP 
for 14 years, was one of many 
long-standing politicians to be 
swept away in May by the tsuna-
mi of support for the SNP, when 
he was succeeded by Brendan 
O’Hara. 

Mr Reid said: ‘I am very 
pleased that the local Liberal 

Democrats have selected me to 
contest next May’s Holyrood 
election. Following on from 
the increase in our vote and 
clear second place at last May’s 
election, the Liberal Democrats 
are best placed to challenge the 
SNP and bring about the change 
Argyll and Bute so badly needs.

‘The SNP have been in power 
far too long. Our health service 
is being starved of funds and 
failing to meet its targets.  Our 
police force is in crisis. College 
places have been slashed. The 
SNP cuts to the council budget 
will see the loss of many jobs and 
services. The roll out of super-
fast broadband is painfully slow. 

‘Argyll and Bute needs an 
experienced voice like myself 
to stand up in Holyrood and de-

mand a better deal for this con-
stituency. I will be campaigning 
on all these issues to bring about 

the change we desperately need.’
At the party’s Scottish con-

ference in Dunfermline on 
Saturday, Scottish Lib Dem 
leader, Willie Rennie MSP, con-
gratulated Mr Reid on his selec-
tion, saying: ‘Alan Reid was an 
outstanding MP for Argyll and 
Bute . The increase in his vote 
at the last election showed his 
popularity in the constituency. 
When I am in Argyll and Bute I 
always hear on the doorstep that 
he was a highly-rated local MP.

‘I am delighted that Alan has 
been selected to stand again 
and he will be a great asset to 
the Scottish Parliament and a 
champion for his constituents.’

STEVEN RAE
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Alan Reid, right, with Scottish Lib Dem leader, Willie Rennie
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TO ENDURE the pain of losing a parent 
is bad enough but having nothing to wear 
to the funeral and no food to eat would 
make it unbearable. One Oban man was 
facing this prospect, until a local charity 
stepped in to help.

As the sixth anniversary of the 
Oban Hope Kitchen approaches, Jess 
MacPhee, who is a founding member of 
the organisation, revealed some of the 
challenges the charity has to cope with 
on a regular basis. 

She said: ‘A man came in after his moth-
er, who was part of our outreach service, 
died suddenly,’ she explained. ‘He said 
he had come to us because he knew we 
would help. He had no one else to turn to; 
he had no food and no money. 

‘We were able to provide him with 
flowers for his mother’s funeral, a shirt, 
shoes, a suit and a gift for him to place 
on top of the coffin. We also gave him, 
and will continue to give him, food par-
cels. After we did this, he said he knew 
everything was going to be okay. We’re 
not just a soup kitchen, we do it all.’

Open four days a week at its premises 
in Argyll Street, Hope Kitchen, Jess 
and others involved are trying to start a 
campaign to encourage 200 Obanites to 
donate £5 per month to cover the costs 
of running the organisation. They don’t 
want people to think of it as giving £5 

away, but instead realise that they are 
helping hungry, vulnerable people to eat. 

The women say some people they meet 
are in such abject poverty they have to 
make the decision whether to ‘eat or heat’, 
because they can’t afford to do both.  

Hope Kitchen doesn’t provide money, 
so it advises people in that situation to 
put their money towards heating and it 
will provide the rest. 

Lyndsey Ross, who volunteers at Hope 
Kitchen, said: ‘I was on my own at home 

and came up at Christmas with some 
stuff and realised what they do, so I came 
back for the companionship. I love it, it’s 
like my second home.’

A special party to celebrate the sixth 
anniversary of Hope Kitchen opening 
will be held on November 4 at 7pm, at the 
kitchen, to which everyone is invited. 

To contribute or find out more about 
the work it does, go to www.hopekitchen.
org.uk or visit the kitchen during opening 
hours. 

Oban charity gives hope to 
people living on breadline

Sentence deferred on teenager 
after drunken tirade of abuse

HOPE SPRINGS: Lyndsey Ross, left, volunteer, Kathleen McArthur and Jess MacPhee 
with donated food

Cameron set to be star of 
show for Children in Need
AN APPIN teenager will make a 
television appearance on Sunday 
when he takes part in a special 
episode of .

Cameron Allen, 14, was asked 
to appear on the BBC show, 
which is being produced in con-
junction with Children in Need, 
as someone who has benefited 
from the charity.

Cameron was born with the 
rare condition osteogenesis 
imperfecta, commonly known 
as brittle bone disease, which 
means he is prone to fractures 
and uses a wheelchair.  

In the past 18 months alone, 
the Oban High School pupil has 
suffered around 70 fractures, 
including his femur and radius in 
the past week, which his mother, 
Heather, said had been a particu-
larly bad spell, 

Thanks to the generosity of 
the UK public, the Brittle Bone 
Society has received funding 
from BBC Children in Need 
since 1996, and Cameron uses a 
specialised powered wheelchair, 
which the Brittle Bone Society 
helped to fund.

The show filmed five different 
people on rambles in the UK, all 
representing a charity. The BBC 
asked the Brittle Bone Society to 
be involved in the show and they 
recommended Cameron, who 
has done a lot of work with the 
Dundee-based charity, and he 
immediately agreed. 

Cameron explained: ‘The 
ramble we went on was at Loch 
Leven in Kinross  because that 
route has full wheelchair access.

‘They did pre-filming of me 
with the Brittle Bone Society 
and also at school, when I was 
refereeing the class playing 
basketball. John Craven was 
really nice and my classmates all 
enjoyed getting filmed.

‘They also filmed my six-month-
ly treatment – one day in Oban 
and one at Yorkhill Hospital 

STEVEN RAE
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in Glasgow.’ John Craven said: 
‘Loch Leven is a beautiful place 
to visit and to have done so for 
such a good cause was an added 
bonus. Cameron did a fantastic 
job on the ramble and I can’t wait 
for everyone at home to see his 
story.’ 

The BBC arranged two surpris-
es for Cameron during the film-
ing.  His former primary school 
teacher, Gerry Boyle, appeared at 
the ramble, the first time Camer-
on has seen him since he retired 
from Appin Primary School.

The second was a special video 
message from David Suchet, the 
actor who plays the TV detective 
Poirot, who  did a special Poirot 
impersonation for him.

The appearance is one of what 
Cameron hopes will be many 
on television, as he wants to be 
a professional actor or director 
some day. He has already start-
ed his TV career, and will be 
appearing on the CBBC show 

 next year, which he filmed in 
Glasgow over the summer. 

‘My character is called Isaac, 
and appears in two episodes,’ he 
said. ‘ I applied after seeing an 
advert on the Scottish Disability 
Sport Facebook page. Filming 

 and then filming  
was totally different, because 
with  you had to be really 
exact and careful, but  
was really relaxed because it’s a 
documentary.’

Cameron is now in third year at 
high school, and drama was one 
of his first choices for subjects 
going into the new term.

A recent growth spurt has led 
to more-frequent fractures, but 
Cameron doesn’t let them get 
him down. He was delighted to 
be able to give the Brittle Bone 
Society some recognition nation-
ally and hoped the appearance 
would help to raise money for the 
charity.  The special Children in 
Need edition of 

will be on BBC One at 7pm.
A preview of Cameron’s ap-

pearance can be seen at: www.
facebook.com/officialpudsey LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!: Cameron with Countryfi le Ramble presenter John Craven

A POLISH man will be deport-
ed back to his homeland after 
serving the eight-month prison 
sentence handed down at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

In the dock was 36-year-old 
Pawel Kuznicki, who pleaded 
guilty to assaulting his former 
partner by seizing her by the 
body and pushing her. The 
offence happened in their 
home in Oban on September 
28 this year; Kuznicki had only 
been released from prison on 
August 4.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that a disagree-
ment between Kuznicki, of no 
fixed abode, and his partner 
escalated: ‘He put both hands 
on her shoulders and pushed 
her to the ground in front of 
their children, who became 
increasingly upset.’

The woman took the children 
into the kitchen and wedged a 
chair under the door handle 
to keep him from entering. 
Once he left the home they 
fled to a neighbour who 
described the children as 

being ‘in a very upset state’. 
Mr McGinty added: ‘The 
police were telephoned by the 
oldest child.’

Kuznicki was arrested and 
had been in custody since then.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said that no one had 
been injured in the incident.

‘This is part of a pattern 
that for me is just as worrying 
because one wonders where it 
will end up,’ said Sheriff Ruth 
Anderson, QC.

Mr Thornton said his client 
fully expected a prison sen-
tence: ‘He is in the process of 
being deported; he has already 
been served with papers.’

He added: ‘If not deported on 
his liberty from prison he will 
be sent to Dungavel Detention 
Centre to await deportation.’ 

Sheriff Anderson also 
imposed an non-harassment 
order, that Kuznicki keep 
away from any address where 
his former partner and their 
children might be living.

‘Though that might be aca-
demic,’ said the sheriff.

Man sentenced to eight 
months will be deported

THE break-up of his relation-
ship with his pregnant partner 
ended with a 19-year-old man 
in the dock at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday.

Drew Davidson, of 93 McK-
elvie Road, Oban, admitted 
pushing his partner and caus-
ing her to fall, and also acting 
in a threatening and abusive 
manner and breaking a window 
at the home they shared in the 
town.

The incidents happened on 
August 18 after his partner 
had told him their relationship 
was over and he had gone to 
the property to collect his 
possessions. 

He admitted he was drunk 
at the time. A neighbour had 
heard noise and called the 
police.

He told officers: ‘I smashed 
the window and I will pay for it. 
It’s ok for a woman to hit a man 

but it’s not ok for a man to hit a 
woman. I went up there to get 
my stuff and she hit me.’

Davidson denied breaching 
a bail condition imposed after 
the incident that he did not 
approach his partner; they 
were seen by police officers 
walking alongside each other 
and talking on September 4.

‘It’s just lies,’ said Davidson, a 
trainee chef. His former part-
ner also came to court to say 
that while Davidson had been 
on the street near her she did 
not realise it was him until the 
police stopped him.

‘I told police he was just 
walking down the same street 
as me,’ she said.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
found Davidson guilty and 
sentence was deferred until 
December 8, when Davidson is 
due to appear before the court 
on another matter.

Teenager admits pushing 
pregnant former partner

A TEENAGER walked into 
Oban Police Station demand-
ing to speak ‘to the highest 
ranking officer available’ and 
ended up head-butting the 
wall, the town’s sheriff court 
(pictured) heard on Monday.

Dylan Restwick, 19, who had 
been sent from Glasgow by his 
family to live in the Oban area 
near his grandmother to keep 
him out of trouble, admitted 
threatening and abusive be-
haviour, shouting and swearing 
on March 24 this year near the 
Oban ice factory and also at 
Oban Police Station.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that Restwick, 
of Greenacres, Connel, and 

three friends were drinking in 
the late afternoon near the ice 
factory; Restwick was seen to 
dump a box of empty cans and 
bottles over a wall. 

He said: ‘A woman challenged 
him to go and pick them up.’

Restwick left his friends, went 

over to the woman and began ‘a 
tirade of abuse’.

‘He got so close that she could 
feel his spit on her face as he 
delivered these abusive com-
ments at her,’ said Mr McGin-
ty, adding that Restwick’s own 
friends were shocked by his 
actions.

‘Fifteen minutes later the 
accused entered Oban Police 
Station and demanded to speak 
to the highest-ranking officer 
available. He was noted to be 
visibly intoxicated and angry,’ 
said Mr McGinty.

Restwick was taken into the 
sergeants’ room when his mo-
bile phone rang; he started to 
shout abuse into the phone. He 

repeatedly failed to calm down 
when asked and was arrested.

‘As officers took control of 
his arms, he decided to start 
head-butting a wall,’ said Mr 
McGinty.

Restwick told the officers: ‘I 
refuse to accept that charge.’

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said Restwick had 
little memory of the incident.

‘He is now ashamed of him-
self as a result of reading these 
statements,’ he said, adding 
that Restwick was now seeking 
help from the addictions team 
for his drinking.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence until No-
vember 9 for reports.
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PUPILS from Kerrera are likely 
to go to Park Primary School 
as the catchment areas for the 
island look set to be changed.

Currently children from Ker-
rera, which is less than a mile 
from Oban Bay, are in the zone 
designated to go to Rockfi eld 
Primary School at Oban Joint 
Campus on Soroba Road.

The four primary-aged pupils 
on the island currently attend 
Park, on Kerrera Terrace, as it is 
closer to the North Pier, where 
they get off  the ferry. This is the 
result of a placement request 
by parents on the island.

The Oban Lorn and the Isles 
area committee of Argyll and 
Bute Council began the process 
last week, following a request 
by Kerrera parents and the 
parent council at Park primary. 

New school plan 
for Kerrera pupils

SOUTH Uist woman Jessie 
Steele was on the ball during 
the Royal National Mòd, 
thanks to the Oban Times. 

As well as the picture spe-
cial in the newspaper during 
the two weeks of the Gaelic 
festival, giving her all the 
news about the Mòd, Jessie 
struck it lucky with the Mòd 
spot-the-ball competition, 
winning  £100.

She said: ‘It’s great news. 
I’m delighted. I’ll put it 
towards my heating this win-
ter. I play spot the shinty ball 
every week and this is the 
third time I have won – I’ve 
won  £25 twice before. 

‘I didn’t visit the Mòd, but 
I was kept up-to-date with 
the excellent coverage in the 
Oban Times.’

While the Mòd competition 
is now fi nished, the jackpot 
for the regular spot the 
shinty ball jackpot is sitting 
at £1,300.

Three’s a charm 
for winner Jessie

Oban man picks up top oyster 

THREE Argyll businesses took 
the top awards at this year’s 
Scottish Shellfish Growers 
conference competitions.

Held in Oban’s Corran Halls, 
the conference last Thursday 
and Friday, October 22-23, 
attracted an international au-
dience, with delegates coming 
from New Zealand, North 
America and Turkey.

Speaking at the event was the 
minster for the environment, 
climate change and land re-
form, Dr Aileen McLeod.

Dr McLeod, who is a MSP 
for the south of Scotland, said: 
‘The shellfish sector is very 
important to Scotland, both 
economically and socially, and 
makes a key contribution to our 
most remote rural and island 
communities, which depend 
on aquaculture as an economic 
mainstay.

‘The Scottish shellfish indus-
try reported its highest ever 
mussel production this year at 
7,683 tonnes, up 14 per cent, 
with employment levels also 
increasing by four per cent 
year-on-year. 

‘The Scottish Government 
warmly welcomes these figures 
which highlight the continued 
sustainable growth of the sector 
and indicates the significant 
further potential which exists.’

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

AN ‘IMPORTANT’ coffee  
morning raising money for peo-
ple suffering from dementia was 
held in Oban’s Glencruitten hall.

Oban and Lorn dementia sup-
port group hosted the event on 

Saturday, October 24.
Chris Hammond, chairwoman 

of the committee, said: ‘This 
coffee morning is very impor-
tant. The money we raise is spent 
locally. We generally hold one of 

these a year to support those in 
need. I’d like to thank everyone 
for coming. Everyone has been 
so good. They not only donate, 
but bake for us. We are very 
fortunate.’

SUPPORT: Members of the committee who helped out. 15_t44coff ee01

Dementia group’s coffee morning success
MEMBERS and helpers 
of Oban’s Friendship Club 
celebrated the group’s third 
birthday with afternoon tea at 
Poppies Garden Centre, near 
the town. 

Included in the party on 
Thursday, October 22, and 
enjoying the day out was Betty 
Paxton, aged 103 years.

Marian MacPherson of Pop-
pies, with her staff, ensured the 

guests were well-catered for. 
The club also expressed its 

appreciation to Oban and Lorn 
Lions for generously donating 
funds to help pay for the out-
ing.

CELEBRATIONS: The friendship club members with Poppies staff  (Courtesy of Alex Clark)

Friendship club enjoys birthday tea

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810658.

from the Mactaggart 3rd Fund and 
the Schroder Foundation.  

Bowmore group makes a splash at awards
Leisure centre award

Pipers’ upgrade

Coff ee mornings
Remembering Fraser

Members of the Islay Pipe 
Band have plenty to blow 
about  following their pro-

motion to the dizzy heights of Grade 
2 in the pipe band hierarchy.

The band has been congratulated 
on its achievement and on its various 
competition successes during the 
current season. 

Led by Pipe Major Nigel Morris, the 
band continues to enjoy sponsorship 
from Kilchoman Distillery and also 
acknowledges the support received 

achievement. The island leisure 
centre first opened its doors in 1991 
following a concerted fundraising 
campaign by members of the com-
munity. It has expanded in that time 
and as well as the four-lane 25-metre 
swimming pool it also houses,  among 
other facilities, a sauna, fitness suite, 
tan cabin and laundry.

The Islay and Jura Community 
Enterprise was among the 187 
charities, voluntary and social 

enterprises this year to be presented 
with the Queen’s Award, which rec-
ognises voluntary services. 
It was the only group from the Argyll 
region to be honoured with this 
prestigious award.

The winning enterprise, trading as 
the Mactaggart Leisure Centre at 
Bowmore, was presented with the 
crystal award by Patrick Stewart, 
Lord Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute, 
and was received on the group ’s be-
half by enterprise chairman Donald 
Jackson. 

The Lord Lieutenant congratulat-
ed the committee and staff, who not 
only raised the money to build the fa-
cility but operate it in an imaginative 
and efficient manner. They have also 
overseen its activities expanding well 
beyond the original swimming pool 
provision.

In his acceptance speech, the 
enterprise chairman thanked all the 
volunteers and employees whose 
dedication over  many years ensured 
the continuance of the communi-
ty-owned and run leisure centre.

The Queen’s Award was set up 
in 2000 to mark the monarch’s 
golden jubilee, and earlier this year 
representatives from the islands’ 
enterprise group attended a garden 
party at Buckingham Palace, where 
they received official notice of their 

Music at this year’s Islay 
Session, which runs from 
November 6-8, will cele-

brate the life and  musical talents of 
local musician Fraser Shaw, whose 
untimely death in May of this year 
devastated his family and saddened 
all who knew this young and able 
performer and composer.   

Fraser’s compositions will be much 
to the fore during the sessions, which 
will include a tribute concert in the 
Bruichladdich village hall on Novem-
ber 7.

Other gigs will take place in the 
Port Charlotte Hotel, and featured 
artistes will include Maeve MacKin-
non, Eilidh Shaw, Ross Martin and 
Adam Sutherland. Also appearing 
will be Deoch ’n Doras and the Mav-

erick Angels, a group in which Fraser 
was heavily involved and was dear to 
his heart.

The last in the current series 
of the Round Church coffee 
mornings takes place in the 

Bowmore buffet hall on Saturday, 
October 31, beginning at 10.30am.

These monthly ‘get togethers’ have 
been well supported over the past 
months and have greatly enhanced 
the church’s fabric fund.

Those fearing caffeine withdrawal 
symptoms should take heart as a 
Christmas-themed coffee morning 
for the same cause takes place in 
the same venue on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5.

AWARD: Donald Jackson with Lord Lieutenant Patrick Stewart (Courtesy of Islay Studios)  ON THE UP: Islay Pipe Band

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: MSP Aileen McLeod, who spoke at the annual Association of Scottish Shellfi sh Growers (ASSG) conference, with association chairman Nick Lake; and 
right, Craig Archibald, Islay, who won best gigas oysters, Ian Mackay of Loch Fyne Oysters, best mussels, and Hugo Vajk, Oban, best native oysters 07_t44shellfi shwinners

John Ogden of Oban Seafood 
Hut was part of the prestigious 
judging panel that had the re-
sponsibility of determining the 
best Scottish shellfish.

He said: ‘There was some 
magnificent shellfish on offer. 
I wish I could have that level 
of shellfish all year round. The 
level is stupendous and it’s 

improving every year.’
The best mussels went to Ian 

Mackay of Loch Fyne Oysters, 
best gigas oysters went to Craig 
Archibald of Islay, and Oban 

man Hugo Vajk won best native 
oyster. Hugo said: ‘This is my 
second year in a row winning 
the event. It’s a great feeling. 

‘This is an annual event that 

we all look forward to. It’s a 
chance for us all to get together 
and share stories. 

‘The competition is friendly, 
but fierce.’

OBAN’S annual fi reworks 
spectacular gets under way 
next Thursday, the second time 
it has been held in the town 
centre. 

Organised by Bid4Oban, the 
display will be held at Oban 
Harbour, with the Northern 
Lighthouse Board allowing the 
use of the pier for setting off  
the fi reworks. 

Events and marketing man-
ager for Bid4Oban Neil Mackay 
said: ‘This is the second fi re-
work spectacular in Oban town 
centre after local businesses 
requested a switch from its 
previous location of Mossfi eld. 
Thanks to the Northern Light-
house Board for the use of the 
pier to set off  the fi reworks 
safely. The fi reworks display is 
now a mainstay event in the 
Oban calendar.’

Bid4Oban is also hosting 
a free Hallowe’en party for 
pre-school and primary school 
children at the town’s Atlantis 
leisure centre this Saturday, 
from 5pm until 6.30pm.

Fireworks set to 
light up the town
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STOLEN: The van was taken with the equipment inside

Trail West left blazing after gear and van stolen

A WELL-KNOWN west coast 
ceilidh band is having to start 
over again after its van was 
stolen with most of the band’s 
equipment still inside.

Trail West, originally from Tir-
ee, made the shock discovery on 
Thursday morning after safely 
parking the van on Wednesday 
night in Glasgow, where the 
majority of the band now live.

The band’s drummer Andrew 
Findlater discovered the van had 

vanished, along with thousands 
of pounds worth of instruments.

Andrew said: ‘I was absolutely 
distraught. It’s a horrible feeling.

‘You start to question what you 
did the night before and if this 
was actually where you parked. ’

After realising the van had 
indeed been stolen and phoning 
the police, the band posted a 
message on social media detail-
ing the theft.

Within a day the post had 
been shared more than 3,500 
times and was seen by more than 
150,000 people.

Many musicians stepped into 

the breach and offered to let 
the band borrow their gear for 
upcoming gigs.

Andrew added: ‘The support 
from the public has been fantas-
tic. 

‘An abundance of people of-
fered us their equipment. But a 
lot of ours had sentimental value.

‘Over the years the band have 
grown and we were able to buy 
better equipment. Now we’re 
going to have to build it back up 
again.’

To get in touch with the band, 
visit the Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/trailwestband

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

IN ACTION: Trail West performing on stage; the young band were left devastated after their van containing all their equipment and instruments was stolen

NHS chief denies rumours 
hospital to be downgraded
SENIOR staff members from 
NHS Highland have vehemently 
denied rumours that the Lorn 
and Islands District General 
Hospital in Oban will be down-
graded. 

The pledge came at Monday’s 
Oban Community Council 
meeting, where four members of 
the Argyll and Bute Community 
Health Partnership were invited 
along to discuss fears that the 
level of care was reducing at the 
hospital. 

Any ward amalgamations will 
only occur because of Scottish 
Government policy, which aims 
to shift care from hospital to a 
home-based setting, they said.

NHS Highland has previously 
admitted that it plans to have 
one medical unit within the hos-
pital, rather than two, with the 
one unit retaining all functions 
that exist at present, plus a four-
bed medical assesment unit. The 
health board is aiming to save 
£17 million over the next three 
years. 

Robin Creelman, non-execu-
tive director of NHS Highland, 
said: ‘I am not aware of a discus-

sion about the downgrading of 
the Lorn and The Isles Hospital, 
it will remain one of six rural 
hospitals in Scotland.

‘There will always be a balance 
of care between hospital care, 
nursing home care and care in 
the community, and hospital and 
nursing home beds are obviously 
expensive. But any resultant 
losses in beds is from the ethos 
of shifting the balance of care. 

‘No beds will be lost if there 
is clinical need for them, it will 
only be if it is safe to run a ward 
without them.’

Community councillor Lorne 
MacLeod asked if there could 

be reassurances that the budget 
would flow from hospital care 
to care in the community as the 
care shifted.

Mr Creelman said: ‘Over the 
past year, since the Scottish 
Government published its shift-
ing-the-balance-of-care plans, 
the NHS has released money 
taken up in unused beds into 
care in the community, and will 
continue to do so.’

Mr Creelman added that the 
NHS had a no ‘compulsory 
redundancy’ policy and would 
always look to avoid any staff 
losses where possible. 

Town councillors were pleased 

to hear the status of the hospital 
would not be affected. 

Roddy McCuish, chairman 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee, said: ‘We need to 
get firmly behind the hospital. 
It is a huge part of all our lives. 
I would urge people to not only 
get behind the hospital, but if 
they have worries, then ask the 
NHS.’

Mr MacLeod responded: ‘I 
don’t think to make any apol-
ogies about our scrutiny of the 
health board. It is one of the 
most important topics in our 
local community.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Charity cycling trio are hot property
THREE cyclists from Oban, who rode 
more than 100 miles in two days, have 
smashed their target and raised more 
than £2,700 for charity. 

The trio – Sophie Handley, Mairi 
Kennedy and Sandie Duffy – em-
barked on the gruelling cycle across 
Argyll and Lochaber with the goal of 
raising £1,000 for three charities close 
to their hearts; MS Society, Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation and 
Argyll Animal Aid.

The women, who all work at Oban es-
tate agents Bell Ingram, had never set 
foot in a gym or owned a bike before 
setting themselves the challenge.

They started from the Bell Ingram 
office, passing landmarks such as 
Ganavan Beach, Connel Bridge, Castle 

Stalker, Ballachulish Bridge across the 
Corran Ferry, and over to Mull and 
Craignure, before finishing up back at 
their office in Oban, 48 hours later.

Sophie said that teamwork was key 

to the three women’s success. She said: 
‘I have to be honest, because none of 
us had ever entered a gym before we 
undertook this challenge, I was initially 
a little worried, but the whole cycle 
went really well. We took it in turns 
to motivate each other, and Mairi and 
Sandie were fantastic at supporting 
me – cheering me to conquer hills that 
I never imagined I’d be able to climb.

‘There were, of course, highs and 
lows. Mull, in particular, was testing 
as we were cycling into head-on winds, 
our bodies were exhausted and the pain 
was excruciating. We have never felt as 
proud of ourselves as we did once we 
arrived at Craignure – the hours of 
training, the hills (which felt more like 
mountains), the sweat and the tears 

were all worth it for that moment.  The 
MS Society is particularly significant 
for me as my father is currently living 
with MS and epilepsy. This was my way 
of giving something back. 

‘The donations are still coming in, 
but so far we have raised an outstand-
ing £2,715. We would like to say a 
huge thank you to everyone for all the 
support. Our bikes are now officially in 
retirement.’

Claire Douglas, regional fundraiser 
for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun-
dation Scotland, said: ‘We would like to 
say a huge thank you to Sophie, Mairi 
and Sandie, and the Bell Ingram team. 
Their amazing fundraising will help 
JDRF move one step closer to finding 
the cure for Type 1 diabetes.’

PEDAL-PUSHERS: Sophie, Sandie and 
Mairi at Kilchoan, Lochaber

Have your say
Can the council aff ord to house 
20 families of Syrian refugees in 

Argyll following the news of 
proposed budget cuts?

David MacLeod, 63, Oban
‘If they can home the refu-
gees without any detriment 
to the locals who currently 
need homes then I don’t see 
anything wrong with it. And 
as long as they are proper 
refugees and not migrants.
‘I don’t think we can afford to 
house them though with the 
recent budget cuts.
‘I’d like to see some of the 
councillors take a wage cut, 
especially with the cuts sur-
rounding disabled children.’

Zoe Gregory, 44, Oban 
‘I think it’s ridiculous that 
they are housing 20 refugees 
when there are so many peo-
ple waiting for homes.
‘It’s not fair if they just come 
and get a house when people 
have been waiting years.
‘I don’t think we can afford 
it and if they get the houses, 
what happens to those who 
really need them?’

David MacVicar, 27, Oban
‘It doesn’t bother me. I’d be 
happy for them to come to 

Oban. They’re not going to 
do me any harm. They will 
probably contribute more 
than some people in Oban. 
We can’t afford to house 
them, but it needs to be done. 
The government should 
subsidise it.’

John McDonald, 54, Oban
‘I don’t have a problem with 
Argyll and Bute council 
housing refugees. I feel sorry 
for them. They are escaping 
a hell hole. I’d be happy for 
them to stay in Oban as long 
as they get involved with the 
community. There should 
be something in place – a 
liaison between them and the 
community; we don’t want 
them to feel isolated. What 
they have to endure is no way 
to treat a human being. We’re 
lucky, we live in a stable 
country.’

Ami Bairden, 25, Oban
‘I think what Argyll and Bute 
council is doing is fantastic 
and it’s what we should be 
doing. I’d be happy for them 
to live in Oban. We should 
take as many as we can.
‘We should do as much as hu-
manly possible to integrate 
them into the community.
‘We can afford it. When it’s 
a choice between human 
rights and some people not 
getting as much as they are 
currently getting, of course 
we can.
‘People need to understand 
that they are running for 
their lives.’

More than just beautiful seafood
Overlooking the Harbour 

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant
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Western Isles

MORVERN
lines
‘The stag at eve had drunk his fill,
Where danced the moon on Monan’s rill,
And deep his midnight lair had made
In lone Glenartney’s hazel shade’

SO WROTE Sir Walter Scott in his famous poem ‘The 
Lady of the Lake’. 

By the time this appears, the official red deer stag 
stalking season in Scotland will have ended for another 
year. 

Most professional stalkers still adhere to the shooting 
dates that were established generations ago for the ben-
efit of the animals – that is from July 1 to October 20 for 
stags and October 21 to February 14 for hinds.

Others kill huge numbers of stags and pregnant hinds 
out of season for the crime of nibbling a few saplings 
and bits of heather on the hills where their ancestors 
roamed since the last ice age. 

Deer and sheep have been reduced to an all-time low 
through government quangos and new age ‘conserva-
tion’ groups. They have taken with them not only many 
full time jobs but, more importantly, a uniquely Scottish 
way of life going back centuries. 

Unfortunately some landowners see wild deer as 
pound notes in fur coats and have been making money 
out of them for years without any thought for their 
long-term future or their welfare, preferring instead the 
sound of wood-lice munching in unison in government 
backed forestry blocks, than the primeval blood-stirring 
roar of the rutting stag on the open hillside. 

Scottish government ministers plan to reintroduce 
sporting rates, and who can blame them. 

Unless someone with a passion for deer and a practical 
understanding of the natural history of the land speaks 
up, within the next generation Scotland’s wild red deer 
will become as rare as the buffalo on the plains of 
America.  

Red deer are a national treasure, recognised across 
Europe and recently polled as Scotland’s most symbolic 
mammal. Hopefully one day they will return to their 
previous numbers. If not, they will become extinct and 
we will all have lost a vital asset.

I wonder how many vets know that a bone is supposed 
to exist in the heart of a deer - the only mammal to have 
one, I believe. It used to be considered a charm when 
dried and worn round the neck. Hind skins are finer 
than that of the stags and were often made into clothing 
and soft coverings.

A stag’s leap was used as an old Highland linear 
measure and was equal to 30 feet. A Gaelic saying, 
‘Fiadh e fireach, aon de na tri nheirle as nach do ghabh 
duine naire riamh’ was once popular and often quoted 
in court when the culprit was apprehended. It means ‘a 
deer from the forest, one of three thefts no man need 
ever be ashamed of’. The others were a salmon from the 
river and a tree from the wood. 

An old Celtic nonsense rhyme put into modern English 
says ‘Thrice the age of a dog, is that of a horse; thrice 
the age of a horse is that of a man; thrice the age of a 
man is that of a deer and thrice the age of a deer is that 
of an eagle’. 

VANDALS have used an air rifle or another type of 
firearm to damage several road signs on Skye, police have 
said. 

Six signs on the A87 between Glen Varragill and Druim 
Nan Cleoch have been vandalised. 

Police Scotland has asked for anyone with any 
information to telephone the non-emergency number, 
101.

A spokesman for Police Scotland also said the cost of 
replacing the signs would be ‘considerable’.

THE LOCAL authority for the Western Isles, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, has welcomed the support of Highlands 
and Islands MPs in the campaign to reinstate an Emer-
gency Towing Vessel (ETV) covering the north west of 
Scotland. 

The move comes ahead of the forthcoming UK govern-
ment spending review.

SNP MPs representing Highlands and Islands areas 
met with Robert Goodwill MP, parliamentary under 
secretary of state for transport, to make the case for the 
ETV for the West Coast.

Councillor Angus Campbell, leader of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, said: ‘It’s good to see MPs acting together for 
the Highlands and Islands and I very much welcome their 
support in the campaign to reinstate the ETV which used 
to be based in Stornoway but was cut in 2010. 

‘The absence of such a vessel puts maritime users and 
the environment at increased risk and we call on the UK 
Government to act in the interests of the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland by reintroducing a West Coast-based 
ETV.’

AN EXHIBITION of CalMac memorabilia and artefacts 
spanning 130 years has proved popular in its first summer 
on display in the Western Isles.

The collection has been running at Lochmaddy Post 
Office, North Uist, and belongs to local port assistant 
John MacDonald. 

It includes various items relating to the company’s his-
tory, such as books of MacBrayne tours from 1903-1910, 
tickets for routes around the ferry network, along with 
old crockery and serving dishes marked with the CalMac 
crest.

There is also a section about arrangements that the 
Royal Navy had with CalMac ferries for reporting enemy 
ships in the 1970s, during the Cold War.

Mr MacDonald, who has worked with CalMac for 10 
years, has been collecting his memorabilia for more than 
20 years, with the items on display only a small fraction of 
his full collection.

A MILITARY drone found on a beach in the Western 
Isles has been handed over to the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD).

The target drone was given to the rocket testing range 
department of the MoD, after the coastguard in Benbec-
ula was alerted on Thursday, October 22 to the discovery 
on North Uist. 

A member of public had come across the drone while 
out walking at Baleshare. 

The drone has since been picked up by staff at the rocket 
range in South Uist.

It is understood the drone is for training in the use of 
weaponry systems. Occasionally, military hardware does 
end up on the shore up and down the Western Isles due 
to activity at a rocket range in South Uist, which tests 
weapons. 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency urged anyone 
finding suspected military equipment or ordnance not to 
touch it and call 999. 

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MP, Angus MacNeil said he 
would be writing to the MoD following the find.

He said: ‘While we welcome the military exercise, it is 
concerning that military litter is left around afterwards. 

‘I would imagine that the MoD would have more control 
and knowledge over their equipment than this, and I 
wouldn’t like to think of a lobster boat colliding with a 
drone given its weight and size.

‘I want the MoD to be open and transparent, and to tell 
us if there is any more military equipment in our waters 
that we should be looking out for.’

Skye

Michael Thompson, head stalker, Kingairloch Estate 

There are many examples round Loch Aline and Loch 
Arienas but the finest and one of the oldest specimens  
is at Kinlochteacuis on the road to Rahoy. 

A pity today’s forest managers and agents wouldn’t roll 
up their sleeves and start shucking-in more ash for the 
next generation, even if there are no grants available.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

MAGNIFICENT SPECIMEN: an old ash tree at 
Kinlochteacuis, Morvern

The island of Jura is generally thought to mean ‘Deer 
Island’. According to Iain Mackinnon, now living at 
Kilmelford but who was born and brought up on Jura 
and is full of its stories and old lore, stags in the rut send 
challenging roars across Loch Tarbert and will often 
swim from Glenbatrick to Ruantallain to fight each oth-
er. In times gone by the Islay lairds used to send across 
to Jura for breeding hinds and calves.

Although shootable stags were scarce on the Morvern 
peninsula this year, the weather more than made up 
for their low numbers. For the first time in decades the 
hills were clear of mist and rain providing near perfect 
conditions for spying, stalking and retrieving carcases. 
The colours of the land were unprecedented with many 
instances of that strange, ethereal smoky-blue light, 
called in Gaelic ‘Duish drich and Damh’ - the stag’s 
dust – because it only occurs at the time of the rut. 

A stag falling quickly to one bullet in a vital organ is 
a reminder of Samuel Johnson who wrote: ‘Then with 
no fiery throbbing pain, no cold gradations of decay, 
death broke at once the vital chain and freed his soul 
the nearest way’.

Further down the slopes, in the valleys and straths, 
ancient ash trees have been a spectacular sight this 
year. Morvern is fortunate that a century or so ago the 
foresters among some of the estate owners must have 
planted ash, not for its timber alone but for the sheer 
pleasure and enjoyment of their vivid yellow colours in 
the evening of the year. 

A TAYNUILT man has walked more than 
100 miles and raised £2,000 for a charity 
that helped him with bereavement. 

Timothy Devaney, 45, and his partner, 
Annick Jameson, lost their twins two 
years ago and ever since Timothy has 
raised money for the charity SIMBA, 
which offers support to families dealing 
with the death of a child.

He started his expedition on October 9 
and walked from Kirkintilloch to Dunbar 
in five days, walking eight to nine hours 
per day. 

The director of Simba, Sarah Fitzsim-
mons, and Pauline MacDonald, who has 
also endured the loss of a child, joined 
him on the journey.

Timothy said: ‘I finished on the Tuesday 
and collapsed on the Wednesday.

‘It’s a tough, but incredible walk. You 
see stuff you wouldn’t see in a car. 

‘I’d just like to thank everyone that 
sponsored me. Every year, without fail, 
companies based in Oban sponsor me 
without question.

‘I’ve raised around £4,000 in the last 
two years for SIMBA, since the passing 
of my twins.’

AT THE END: Timothy Devaney with 
his son Zachary-Fyne at the end of his 

expedition 

MID ARGYLL domi-
nated the prize-list once 
again at the Inverawe 
Charity Shield fishing 
competition – with 
newly-married Archie 
MacGilp Junior taking 
the main prize on Sunday.

Archie, from Ardris-
haig, who married Jill 
last Saturday said: ‘It’s 
the first time I’ve been 
allowed out.’

His five best fish won 
the shield for heaviest 
catch, 14lb 10oz; his 
uncle Dougal MacGilp, 
of Lochgilphead, was in 
second place, with 12lb 
2oz.

The heaviest fish trophy 
went to Maurice Clark, 
Lochgilphead, weigh-
ing-in at  3lb 13oz.

The young fisherman of 
the year award was won 
by nine-year-old Anavu 
MacDougall from Oban; 
his heaviest fish weighed-
in at 3lb.

The annual fly-fishing 
competition is held at 
Inverawe Smokehouses 
and Country Park, near 
Taynuilt, and this year 21 
anglers took part, with a 
soup and sandwich lunch 
before the prize-giving 
ceremony at the Inverawe 

Tearoom and Shop, 
courtesy of the Camp-
bell-Preston family.

This year the day’s 
entry fees, donations and 
a draw raised £800 and 
goes to the charitable 
trust set up in memory of 
Laura Campbell-Preston.

‘Laura was a teacher 
and the trust sponsors 
orphans through second-
ary school education in 
Tanzania,’ said Robert 
Campbell-Preston, as he 
thanked everyone who 
made Sunday’s competi-
tion such a success.

‘In Tanzania, primary 
education is free, but 
secondary has to be paid 
for as only 20 per cent 
of the children receive 
state-funded secondary 
education.

‘Laura’s trust wants to 
support a 14-year-old girl 
called Ester through her 
last three years in second-
ary school; unfortunately 
her sponsors have hit on 
hard times and are unable 
to pay any future school 
fees. Ester is an outgoing 
girl, who loves sport, 
particularly running and 
is very conscientious, with 
good reports academical-
ly.’

Competitors at Sunday’s Inverawe Charity Shield

WINNING SMILE: young fi sherman of the year Anavu 
MacDougall

Taynuilt

ARISAIG community 
council met recently and 
among the matters dis-
cussed were:

Community emergency 
plan – winter resilience 
programme 2015 – aid to 
communities: Maureen 
McColl, community coun-
cil secretary, to check with 
ward manager Dot Fer-
guson about the grit bins 
that are already in and 
about the village. Progress 
has been made on the use 
of the Astley Hall and 
information has been sent 
to the ward manager.

A830 speed restrictions: 
the suggestions from 
Arisaig community coun-

cil, Mallaig community 
council and Councillor 
Henderson were listened 
to positively; that the 
speed limit should be re-
duced through Lochailort 
and remain unchanged 
between Lochailort and 
Glenfinnan. Addendum: 
it has been agreed not to 
reduce the speed limit 
between Lochailort and 
Glenfinnan.

Recycling bins: these 
were overflowing again 
during the summer and 
there has been no further 
progress on extra bins. If 
the clear and green bins 
are full, any colour can go 
into the brown glass bin.

Village 20mph speed 
limit:  now in place. Re-
positioning of the 20 signs 
at the west entrance of the 
village being discussed. It 
was asked if there could 
be a notice that drivers are 
entering a 20mph zone. 
This will be followed up.

Community council 
election: posters and nom-
ination papers have been 
sent out.

Service points: an access 
point is to be put in Mal-
laig Library.

Community council new 
email address: arisaigcc@
hotmail.com.

The ‘No camper van’ 
notices by the water front 

are still there, even though 
the party responsible for 
putting them up was made 
aware of complaints re-
ceived by the community 
council. 

Email from Ann Martin 
regards the path from the 
bypass to the school, which 
is overgrown. Gerry Mac-
donald will sort this out. 
Maureen McColl to check 
about the 30mph sign at 
the east end of the bypass 
and why it isn’t working.

Houses at Canon Gillies 
Place – what is happening 
with the three unfinished 
houses? Work appears to 
have halted again. To be 
followed up.

Arisaig and district community council

THE ROTARY Club of Mid Argyll has launched its 
search for Mid Argyll’s best young employee.

The award is open to people between 16 and 25 who 
work in Mid Argyll and have been in their jobs for at least 
six months. For its 2015 award, the club is looking for 
nominations from local businesses of young employees 
who have positive attitudes to work and learning, have 
achieved good relations with their work colleagues and 
are making an outstanding contribution to their company 
or organisation.

The closing date is November 6.

Mid Argyll

AN INVERARAY man is in the running 
for a national award after overcoming a 
chronic illness to become a marathon 
runner. 

Paul Honey has been shortlisted for 
Achiever of the Year by jogscotland, after 
being nominated by his fellow local run-
ners. Over the past year, Paul has been at 
almost every race in Argyll and Bute, and 
regularly travels to events across England. 
He progressed from not being able to run 
for a minute, to completing marathons. 

Head of jogscotland Billy Mitchell 
said: ‘We’re delighted to have shortlisted 
Paul for our Achiever of the Year award. 
He’s very dedicated, not only to his own 
development as a runner, but also to 
supporting other members of the group. 

‘He’s a great ambassador, sporting his 
jogscotland shirt at events all over the 
UK.’

The winner will be announced at the 
Scottish Athletics annual awards dinner 
in Glasgow on October 31. 

Paul in the running for award

2016

@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

HAVE YOU 
NOMINATED

YET?
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 20.11.15

For the full list of categories visit
www.scottishruralawards.org

ScottishField
®

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY SPONSORED BY
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A WOMAN was found guilty 
of permitting someone to use 
heroin in her home in Oban on 
Monday.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
gave Nadina Lopez, 31, now 
living in Dumfries, an absolute 
discharge.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that on February 27 Lopez was 
living in a small studio flat at 
25 Stevenson Street, Oban, 
and had opened the door of 
her flat within seconds of two 
police officers knocking and 
invited them in; they were 

conducting inquiries after a 
house-breaking in the area.

The first thing the officers 
saw was a member of her 
family sitting in an armchair, 
smoking heroin from tin foil.

‘The flat was that small it was 
almost impossible not to see 
him,’ Constable Paul McMil-
lan said.

Lopez told the court she 
had been taking a shower, 
‘dressed and walked out of the 
bathroom when she heard the 
knock at the door and opened 
it immediately’. The first she 

knew that her cousin was there 
was when she stepped out of 
the bathroom. She had not re-
alised he was taking the drug, 
though she admitted seeing 
that he had drug paraphernalia 
about him. ‘I swore at him, 
because he wasn’t allowed in 
my flat,’ she said, adding that a 
friend who had just left had let 
him in unwittingly.

Giving Lopez an absolute 
discharge, Sheriff Anderson 
said: ‘Just be very careful of 
the company you keep in the 
future.’

Woman found guilty of permitting drug 
use in her home given absolute discharge

Former pupils of Lochaber High School’s class of 1981 let their hair down at a reunion dance.
Pupils who have recently reached or are about to reach the age of 50 were invited to the dance in Fort 

William’s West End hotel last weekend. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Lochaber class of 1981 meets again

THE FUNERAL of popular 
Oban FM presenter Margaret 
McDonald, known as Maggie 
May, was held on Monday at 
Oban Parish Church. 

Margaret died last Tuesday, 
following a battle with cancer. 

Her niece, Mary Doherty, 
who lives in Ireland, spoke 
to The Oban Times and paid 
tribute to her.  She said: ‘She 
was a lady and always a ray of 
sunshine. 

‘She was diagnosed with lung 
cancer about six months ago, 

and sailed through chemo-
therapy and radiotherapy, and 
was on the mend. But around 
June, she was told it had spread 
to her liver and within four 
weeks, God called her home. 
She has left people from all 
walks of life, including family 
and friends who loved her 
dearly. She will always be in my 
thoughts and prayers. May she 
rest in peace.’ 

The presenter’s catchphrase 
sign-off from her radio show 
‘cheerie bubbles’ was well 

known in the town, with many 
using it in online tributes.  

Close friend Morvyn Bell 
said: ‘Maggie was a true and 
loyal friend. She had a terrific 
sense of humour and knew how 
to cheer you up no matter the 
situation. She was extremely 
family orientated and although 
I didn’t meet all her family, I 
felt as if I knew each and every 
one of them due to all the times 
she spoke about them. She is a 
huge loss to everyone Cheerie 
bubbles, Maggie.’

Funeral of popular radio presenter

All other days Caffi  a coff ee, teas ,scones 
and cakes  at the hotel 9am till 6pm 

Lunches and dinners in the Seafood  Bar until 
20th December then after Christmas break.

Lunches and dinners in the Hotel from 
30th December until lunchtime 2nd January.

Christmas party menu from Mid November 
until 20th December;

Stunning menu online £25  -- 10% 0ff  for bookings 
before mid November. 

Come out to Crinan and enjoy !

Winter  Hours

NOVEMBER  
SATURDAY 

AND SUNDAY  
11am till 4pm

TIMESLINE

NEXT week resurfacing 
work will take place on the 
A82 south of Corran Ferry 
between Inchree and Birch-
brae.    

The works start next 
Monday November, 2 and 
last until Friday November 
6. There will be traffi  c lights 
and a convoy system in place 
from 7.30am to 5.30pm each 
day.   

TV AUDIENCES across the UK 
watched Skipinnish lead singer 
Robert Robertson belt out 
Flower of Scotland to help the 
home nation to their shinty/
hurling win.

Robert, 21, from Fort William, 
said he was very excited at the 
prospect of singing live on 
BBC2 last Saturday at Bught 
Park, Inverness.

Robert, who writes The Oban 
Times’ Glasgow Letter, said: ‘It 
was brilliant and a massive hon-
our to be asked to sing. Plus, on 
the day, the weather held out, 
although I had a wedding that 
evening and could not stay for 
the whole game as I had to be 
back in Fort William.’

A DEVASTATING fire which 
reduced a doctor’s surgery to 
rubble was not suspicious say 
fire chiefs.

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service raced to Cil Chuimein 
medical centre in Fort Au-
gustus just before midday last 
Sunday after operations con-
trol received a call at 11.50am 
reporting the fire.

Appliances from Fort Augus-
tus, Foyers, Drumnadrochit, 
and the height vehicle from 
Inverness were scrambled to 
the scene.

On arrival, crews were met 
with a well-developed fire 
which had spread into the roof 
space of the building.

Firefighters firstly entered 
the building wearing breathing 
apparatus but the heat forced 
them outside and they had to 
tackle the blaze externally. 
At the height of the fire three 
main jets were used and the 
height vehicle was used as a 
water tower.

The fire was brought under 
control by 3.09pm and the 
last appliance left the scene 

at 6.50pm. Station Manager 
Ricky Dibble, who was at the 
scene, said: ‘We managed 
to salvage some computer 
equipment, medical equipment 
and some items of sentimental 
value.

‘I would like to pass on our 
thanks to the local church 
group who opened the church 
hall to provide our crews with 
welfare facilities.’

Fire investigators will attend 
the scene in due course, but 
the blaze is not believed to be 
suspicious.

THE Lochaber owners of a 
computer-age design business 
have taken a sideways step into 
food retail, which should bring 
jobs to the Plantation area of 
Fort William.

Former police constable Hel-
en Smith and commercial diver 
Davy Duncan plan to reopen a 
boarded-up convenience store 
in Wallace Place, initially as a 
newsagents and grocers, and 
early next year the couple plan 
to add a fish and chip shop.

The pair picked up the keys 
for the shop last Sunday and 
have finalised the off-sale 
liquor licence. They intend to 
open the new shop in about 
six weeks. It will be called 
‘The Heilan Coo Convenience 
Shoppy,’ as it is on Cow Hill, 
and next spring when they add 
the fish and chip shop, it will 
be the ‘Heilan Coo Chippy’.

Previously, the shop was a 
Polish delicatessen, but it will 

THE 150th anniversary 
of Fort William’s Belford 
Hospital was marked with a 
four-day International Rural 
Medical Conference and a 
birthday party held in the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William.

Cutting the cake at 
the 150th anniversary of 
the Belford Hospital are 
retired receptionists Helen 
Blackmore, Margaret 
Robertson and Katherine 
McManus, and Dr Brian 
Tregaskis, right. 

ROUSING: Robert leads the 
singing of Flower of Scotland 

Singer honoured 
to lead his nation

Traffi  c lights and 
a convoy on A82

Plantation shop and chippy 
the right mix for jobs boost

BRIGHT FUTURE: Davy Duncan and Helen Smith outside the shop 
they hope to open soon 20_f44store01

require some renovation work.
The news comes just a week 

after the Oban Times revealed 
Fort William’s former Block-
buster store may become a 
chip shop.

The Plantation building was 
for sale and has been bought 
by Oban Ales boss, John Trew, 
who has granted Davy and 
Helen a three-year lease to see 
if they can turn it into a viable 
business.

Speaking on Tuesday, Mr 
Trew said: ‘People in the Plan-
tation are keen to have a shop 
and if they use it during the 
three-year lease it will stay – if 
not, it could become flats.

‘Davy and Helen are not 
like me, they are much more 
patient.’

About a year ago the business 
duo set up LEAP – Lochaber 
Embroidery and Printing, in 
Nevis Bank Industrial Estate. 

They use state-of-the-art 
computer-controlled equip-
ment, including a garment 
embroidery machine, 44inch 

inkjet printer capable of pro-
ducing banners and canvases, 
and a laser cutter and engraver.

In addition, they manage 
a  Facebook site named Buy, 
Sell and Swap Lochaber, with 
nearly 9,000 members, many of 
whom have sent encouraging 
comments about their latest 
venture, including some offer-
ing to work with them.

Mr Duncan, 53, said: ‘I have 
been in Fort William since 
the age of four when my dad 
moved from Glasgow to work 
in the pulp mill.

‘The Planny area really needs 
a shop as it can be a long way 
down the hill on a bad day.

‘When I lived up there it 
always had a great little shop. 
Latterly it was run as a Polish 
Deli but it was very Polish even 
down to the language spoken.’

Helen, 44, who comes from 
Aviemore, added: ‘I had to 
go down to Glasgow to take a 
licensing course to run the off 
sales part of the shop. 

‘We started LEAP as I had 

always been interested in em-
broidery, even while serving in 
the police. There we have one 
full-time employee and two 
part-time.

‘As the shop will be open 
from 7am to 10pm we will 
definitely need staff, and also 
at the chippy when it opens.

‘There are many different 
nationalities in the Planny so 
we will aim to stock a wide 
variety of food.’

The chip shop will take a 
bit longer to open as there is 
the planning process to go 
through for change of use, 
installation of an extraction 
system and some slight altera-
tions to the building.

And as if all that was 
not enough to keep them 
occupied, Helen is also a 
long-distance runner and has 
taken her mobile catering 
unit to various ultra marathon 
events, which she intends to 
continue following pleas from 
customers.

MARK DAVEY
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Fort Augustus medical Hospital 
marks 150th 
anniversary
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS

LAST 
WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Across
1 Core (6)
4 One who watches (6)
9 Used to stop bleeding (7)
10 Colourful flower? (5)
11 Narrow person in court? (5)
12 Hard wing! (7)
13 A place to go when older (7,4)
18 Old Turkish coin (7)
20 Tense (5)
22 A-list (5)
23 Double cross (3-4)
24 Caring (6)
25 The thing (6)

Down
1 End (6)
2 Cheque casher (5)
3 Fast car (3,4)
5 Dental filling (5)
6 Tungsten (7)
7 Take back (6)
8 Film auditions (6,5)
14 Radioactive metallic element (7)
15 Social gathering place (7)
16 Address (6)
17 Not being someone else (6)
19 Link (3-2)
21 Bring up (5)

THA FÀSGADH BHUIDSEAT-
AN ionmhais poblach a sìor dhol air 
adhart ’s chan eil faothachadh air 
fàire a’ chiad ghreis! 

Chan e a-mhàin gum bheil 
Riaghaltas Tòraidheach Lunnainn 
a’ cumail air adhart le poileasaidh 
ghearraidhean thar gach seirbheis, 
tha Riaghaltas na h-Alba cuideachd 
a’ cumail srian theann air Comhair-
lean na dùthcha agus bacadh air àr-
dachadh Cìs Comhairle a-nise air a 
bhith stèidhichte fad ochd bliadhna.

Dh’fhàg seo gum b’ fheudar dha na 
Comhairlean caomhnaidhean a lorg 
gach bliadhna bho thòisich an tean-
nachadh seo, agus ged a tha iad air 
cothachadh ri seo tha mòran luchd-
obrach air cosnadh a chall agus chan 
eil crìoch air na gearraidhean a tha 
fhathast rin coileanadh. 

Chan iongnadh ged a bhiodh dao-
ine a’ ceasnachadh na feallsanachd a 
th’ aig Riaghaltas na h-Alba le bhith 
a sìor theannachadh ionmhas sheirb-
heisean ionadail anns an dòigh seo. 
Tuigear gum faodadh gum biodh de 
shaill air buidseatan na dh’fhuilinge-
adh criomadh airson bliadhna neo 
dhà, ach tuigear cuideachd gun tig 
ìre far am bheil dìth ionmhais dol a 
ghoirteachadh choimhearsnachdan 

agus dol a thoirt droch bhuaidh 
air beatha dhaoine. Fad nan ciad 
bhliadhnaichean de na caomhnaid-
hean bha seirbheisean àraid leithid 
foghlam air an dìon, ach tha an t-àm 
sin a-nise seachad agus chan eil 
roghainn aig na Comhairlean ach 
tòiseachadh air gearradh air ais air 
sporain mhòra foghlaim, seirbheise-
an sòisealta, agus còmhdhail. 

Air an t-seachdain seo chaidh 
bha cuid de chomataidhean sgìreil 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd a’ 
beachdachadh air buaidh ghearraid-
hean mòra ann an seirbheisean sail-
lidh rathaidean air a’ gheamhradh 
seo tighinn. Ged a tha Buill na 
Comhairle a’ deasbad an t-suid-
heachaidh chan eil cus roghainn 
romhpa oir tha oifigich air a bhith a’ 
dol tro chosgaisean gach seirbheis le 
cìr mhìn gus caomhnaidhean a lorg. 
Agus tha buill mothachail cuideachd 
nach e pian na bliadhna seo crìoch 
cùise is Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd 
fhèin a’ sireadh còrr air £46 millean 
eile de chaomhnaidhean thar nan trì 
bliadhna bhon Ghiblean seo chaidh, 
agus tha Comhairlean eile feadh 
Alba le na h-aon seòrsa dhùbhlain. 

Bidh cuid a’ faireachadh gum 
bheil cùisean a’ dol air ais le ìre 

sheirbheisean nan  Comhairlean 
a’ lùghdachadh, agus far am bheil 
mìltean mhìltean de rathaidean 
mar a th’ aig leithid Chomhairle na 
Gàidhealtachd agus Comhairle Ear-
ra-Ghàidheal is Bòid, bithidh dragh 
a thaobh sàbhailteachd chòmhdhail 
èiginn is eile ma thèid gearradh air 
ais air sailleadh rathaidean. Bhiodh 
e doirbh do mhòran choimhears-
nachdan daoine a lorg a bhiodh 
comasach tionndadh a-mach a ghla-
nadh sneachda far rathaidean agus a 
sgaoileadh gainmheach is salann! ‘S 
fhada gu dearbh bho nach b’ fheudar 
leithid sin a dhèanamh roimhe! 

WITH councils across Sotland cut-
ting education, transport and social 
service budgets, people are under-
standably questioning the on-going 
government policy on the freezing of 
Council Tax.  

Cutting snow clearing and gritting 
has obvious risks for emergency 
and essential services, particularly 
in remote communities. Delegating 
unpleasant service cuts is not a new 
governing tactic but there is a limit 
to what people are willing to accept.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

This week’s fl ashback photograph was submitted by Andrew McKenzie of Thurso and features a class at Kinlochleven 
school in 1939. Back row, left to right: Miss Watt; A Murray; I McGregor; A McKenzie; B Robertson; J Sinclair; C Wilson; 
J Nicol; A Murray and headmaster Mr Murray. Second row: M McGillivary; A McGillivary; M Moyse; G McAlister; D 
Verander; not known; J Coull; J Hunter and B McGillivary. Third row: I McNeil; R Clark; B Divine; C Drysdale; B McMillan; 
M McDonald; D McIntosh and M Morrison. Front: not known; D Anderson; `Spanky’ McDonald; D Morrison and H 
McNaught. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for the Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints 
sent to the editor, the Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a 
stamped-addressed envelope. 

Tralee beach gate 
should be unlocked
Sir,
I recently set off for Tralee beach 
with my husband and two grandchil-
dren, but we were shocked to find the 
gate on the track to the beach was 
locked.  

I am disabled and a Blue Badge 
holder.  I have serious nerve damage, 
resulting in permanently painful feet 
and legs, amongst other things, and 
need to carefully pace how far I walk 
and stick to safer, easier pathways so 
as not to exacerbate the pain.

Another disabled lady was really 
struggling back up the path from the 
beach and told me about the letter 
in the Oban Times of October 8 
which highlighted the gate problem 
at Tralee and changes at Ganavan 
beach, Oban. 

She, too, was upset about the 
locked gate.

This is one of the few places where 
I could still manage to enjoy some 
relatively normal outdoor activity 
with my grandchildren.  

Previously, by parking at the beach, 
I managed to walk up to the play area 
with them.  

But after my recent trip, after hav-
ing to walk down the lane, I needed 
to stop and rest alone on the beach 
whilst my husband took them the 

rest of the way.  Not much fun. The 
sign at the road end of the lane states 
there is access for the disabled and 
infirm. 

Who has locked this gate and do 
they have the right to do this?

There are many other folk in my 
unenviable situation, but most places 
now ensure disabled access wherever 
possible. 

Whoever locked the gate should 
have a rethink, because it comes 
across as a very mean act, making a 
lot of people’s lives even harder than 
they are already.

Jean Bowles, North Connel.

Wonderful week for 
Royal National Mòd 

Sir
Oban was bathed in song and 
sunshine during the Royal National 
Mòd.  

What a wonderful week for the 
children and all the choirs, with 
beautiful weather every day.  

I was at the Lovat and Tullibardine 
competition in the Corran Halls. 

What a wonderful setting for all the 
choirs and, in the end, Oban came 
out victorious.  

You did us proud, you put on a 
great show and you could see the de-
termination on your faces, so keen; 
you were just brilliant.  

But there was one medal missing - 
the Gold Medal. I give it to the sun 
- a worthy winner all week during our 
Mod. Unfortunately there was one 
event where we were let down. 

The massed choirs singing at the 
Corran Halls was badly organised, 
mainly down to a lack of speakers.  
There should have been six speakers 
right round the area, not one. We 
just couldn’t hear.  

Maybe next time Oban has the 
Mod, it could be better organised.  

Never mind, you deserve all the 
praise you get and you deserve it.

Hugh MacCorquodale, Longsdale 
Terrace, Oban. 

Excellent care at Seil 
island medical centre

Sir,
Whilst on holiday in your beautiful 
part of the world, my wife had the 
misfortune to be bitten by a dog 
whilst enjoying the wonderful views 
on Seil island. 

We were recommended to go to the 
medical centre on the island where 
my wife received excellent immedi-
ate care and attention from everyone 
concerned. 

We just wanted to record our 
thanks to everyone and to show how 
fortunate we all are to have the NHS.

Tony Gilroy, west Yorkshire.

Seinn Air a’ Phìob/
Song on the Pipes
I WROTE about this concert a 
couple of weeks ago and since 
then my excitement for it has been 
building. 

It starts at 7.30pm this Thursday 
October 29, in St Andrew’s in the 
Square. 

It is described by The Big Music 
Society as ‘an evocative exploration 
of the connections between Gaelic 
song and ancient pipe music’. 

With Kenna Campbell, Allan 
MacDonald and Rona Lightfoot all 
on stage together, and a phenomenal 
band line up, it looks set to be a 
fantastic evening. 

Glasgow Lewis/Harris 
Annual Gathering

THE 128TH Lewis/Harris Annual 
Gathering concert and dance will 
take place on Friday November 6 in 
Glasgow University Union. 

I will never forget the first Lewis/
Harris dance I attended. 

My friend and I had just moved 
down to Glasgow and this was the 
first of any of the association dances 
that either of us had been to.

Clocking we were unfamiliar with 
the set up, someone decided to wind 
us up and tell us that, if we wanted 
to go to the dance, we would have 
to pretend we were from Lewis 
or Harris because only Lewis and 
Harris people were allowed in.

This, of course, is not the case at 
all, but for the first half hour or so 
of the dance, my mate went round 
speaking in a Lewis accent in case 
we were thrown out!

This year, Ainsley Hamill, Linda 
MacLeod, Iain MacKay and Alasdair 
Whyte will all take the stage for the 
7.30pm concert which will be chaired 
by Calum J Mackay MA.

The dance starts around 10.30pm 
and will be played by Heron Valley, 

whose recent music video success I 
wrote about last week. 

Tickets are £10 and can be 
purchased at the door or at The Park 
Bar. 

Children can attend the concert  
free.

Good food and music 
at marag supper

THE GLASGOW Skye had a 
successful marag supper on Friday 
October 23 in the Crawford Hall, 
with good food, good attendance 
and good music from Charlie 
Kirkpatrick, Kenny Thomson and 
Fiona Ross. 

The 150th anniversary prize 
draw was carried out by president 
Christine MacLeod, with prize 
winners being spread from Skye to 
Wales and points in between.

Glasgow Skye 
children’s cèilidh 

THE GLASGOW Skye children’s 
cèilidh will be held on Saturday 
November 7. 

This cèilidh is open to all children 
who took part in the recent national 
Mòd to perform their pieces in a 
non-competitive setting whether 
they won prizes or not. 

The event is being held in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, at 
7.30pm. Everyone is welcome.

Dinner dates

I APOLOGISE for a few recent 
mistakes in my ‘what’s on’ section. 

For the first weekend in November, 
I had the correct dates but the wrong 
days of the week. 

The Glasgow Lewis/Harris 
complementary dinner to the 
gathering chairman will be on 
Thursday November 5, their 
gathering concert and dance on 
Friday November 6 and the Glasgow 

Skye post-Mòd children’s cèilidh will 
be on Saturday November 7.

What’s on

Thursday October 29: ‘Lasag: 
Coinnich ri Ùghdar’ (Meet 
the author), Catriona Lexy 
Chaimbeul, 7pm, Gaelic Books 
Council, 32 Mansfield Street.
Thursday October 29: Seinn Air 
a’ Phìob (Song on the Pipes) by 
An Lòchran and the Big Music 
Society at St Andrews in the Square.
Friday October 30: Comunn Uibhist 
agus Bharraigh Ghlaschu (Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association), 
ceilidh dance, Crawford Hall. 
Saturday October 31: Leugh and 
Seinn le Linda, Gaelic Books 
Council, from An Lòchran and 
Comhairle nan Leabharaichean.
Thursday November 5: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association, 
complementary dinner to gathering 
chairman, Glasgow Pond Hotel. 
Friday November 6: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association (Comunn 
Leòdhais agus Na Hearradh 
Ghlaschu), annual gathering concert, 
followed by dance, in Glasgow  
University Union.
Saturday November 7: Glasgow Skye 
Association’s Post-mod Children’s 
Ceilidh, Crawford Hall.
Thursday November 19: An 
Comunn Tirisdeach (The Tiree 
Association) Annual Gathering 
Concert, Partick Burgh Halls.
Friday November 20: An Comunn 
Tirisdeach (The Tiree Association) 
Annual Gathering Dance in the 
Glasgow University Union.

Pub scene 

Park Bar: Thursday October 29: 
Session.  Friday October 30: Robert 
Robertson. Saturday October 
31: Ho-ro. Sunday November 1: 
Robert Robertson. Islay Inn: 
Friday October 30: Gunna Sound.
Saturday October 31: Penny Dogs.
Wednesday November 4: quiz.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Have your say by sending a letter 
to editor@obantimes.co.uk

When it comes to people going the extra mile, 
there are no shortage of caring, charity-mind-
ed people in Oban and the West Highlands. 

From the volunteers at Oban Hope Kitchen and the 
Dementia Support Group to the trio of cyclists who 
defied the elements to cycle 100 gruelling miles for 
their chosen causes. 

However, this week, one Appin youngster stands out 

from the others, not just for his bravery and lack of self 
pity in the face of serious health issues, but for the way 
he actively embraces life and does what he can to help 
others, particularly the Brittle Bone Society.

This week Cameron Allen will feature in a special 
BBC episode of Countryfile Ramble, which has been 
produced in conjunction with Children in Need. 

Read the full story on page 3.



Thursday 29 October, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

Hunt on for four 
alleged attackers 

TIMESLINE

Man reported to 
procurator fi scal 

Prison van crashes 
near South Laggan

A G4S van with one prisoner 
on board left the A82 road near 
South Laggan at 8.25am on 
Monday.

Police, two fi re tenders and 
an ambulance attended the 
accident. The woman driving 
the prison van suff ered minor 
injuries.

The prisoner was checked by 
ambulance staff  at the scene 
before being put in another 
van for his trip to court.

The A82 was not blocked and 
recovery services cleared the 
van later in the day.

A YOUNG string quartet of na-
tionally trained classical musicians 
are tuning up for Lochaber Music 
For All’s season opener.

Gabi Maas and Daniel Paterson 
on violin, Daniel Meszoly on viola 
and Laura Sergeant playing cello 
are known as the Sinopia Quartet.

Tonight at 7.30pm in Kilmallie 
Hall, Corpach, their music will 
feature compositions from Haydn, 
Bridge and Debussy.

Between them, the quartet 
attended some of the best 
music schools, including the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, 
Cambridge University and the 
Guildhall School of Music.

Other concerts in the series are:
Friday, November, 27 at 7.30pm 
– Drumpetello – Lochaber High 
School; Saturday January 16, 2016 
at 7.30pm – Jazz Night with the 
Bill Fleming Quartet – Ben Nevis 
Hotel; Sunday, February, 7 at  
3pm – The Andrew Massey Duo – 
Kilmallie Hall and Saturday April, 
9 at 7.30pm – Club Night – local 
musicians – Kilmallie Hall.

THE FATHER of a child 
suffering from cerebral palsy 
is to reprise his musical fund-
raising with a second album of 
19 songs.

Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman’s 
daughter Dawn cannot walk, 
talk or eat, but she is a happy 
five-year-old who requires 
many special aids to boost her 
quality of life. Bodie and his 
musical pal Stevie Brown are 
holding a gig in the recently 
completed Caol Community 
Centre to raise funds for a 
wheelchair-adapted vehicle 
for his daughter.

It is not the first time the 
construction site chef has 
used his musical talents to 
raise money for Dawn. In 

VOLUNTEERS raised more 
than £1,330 when they swung 
into action at a party to improve 
Banavie play park.

Friends of  Banavie Park’s first 
major fundraising event was a 
huge success last Saturday. 

Despite adverse weather, there 
was a good turnout for the fun-
packed afternoon of activities, 
which  brought the local com-
munity together. 

The event kicked off with a 
bang, when Steve from Drum-
fum led the kids in an amazing 
and noisy drumming workshop 
in the huge No Fuss Events sad-
dlespan tent. A kids’ ceilidh got 
everyone up dancing, leading on 
to a disco from Cheezy Beats 
with special guests Tigger and 
Buzz Lightyear. 

Also in the tent there was sto-
rytelling, face painting, a baking 
stall and some park design ideas 
on display. 

Outside in the park was a ‘cross 
the swamp’ challenge, nature 
crafts in the orchard, a fire pit 
with toasting marshmallows, 
pony rides on Shetland ponies 
Lottie and Davro, a bouncy 
castle and karaoke tent. 

Vicky Dodman, chairperson 
of Friends of Banavie Park said: 
‘Party in the Park was all about 
raising funds and awareness to 
improve the play park area. 

‘It was brilliant to see the 
whole space being used and 
enjoyed. We are now really 
excited to get going on the next 
stage of planning, designing and 
securing funding.’

Carrie Starkie, treasurer of the 
group said: ‘We raised £1,330, 
thanks to the amazing generos-
ity of Lochaber folk. 

‘So many people donated their 
time, equipment, expertise and 
enthusiasm. The list of volun-
teers is too long to give here, but 
we would like to say a particular 
thanks to Highland Council, 
No Fuss Events and Highland 
Wood Energy.’

Local Councillor Ben Thomp-
son said:  ‘It was fantastic to see 
so many happy, smiling faces at 
Party in the Park.  

‘I am excited to see this project 
develop and I would encourage 
more people to step up to get 
involved with the great work 
already being carried out by 
Friends of Banavie Park.’

TRANSFORMED: Erin Campbell has her face painted 

ON THE BEAT: having fun on the drums at Party in the Park

Banging the drum for Banavie park

POLICE are hunting four men 
who allegedly assaulted an 
18-year-old man at about 8am 
last Sunday morning near 
Moray Place, Fort William.

He was attacked in the car 
park and punched in the face 
causing him to fall and hit his 
head.

Police are appealing to 
anyone in the area at the time 
of the incident who may have 
seen anything to come forward 
or dial 101 in confi dence.

POLICE have appealed for 
information following a 
traffi  c incident on the A87 
near Cluanie at about 3.30pm 
on Friday September 18.

Police Scotland says 
that a 63-year-old man 
from Edinburgh has been 
reported to the procurator 
fi scal in connection with the 
matter.

Anyone with concerns 
about road traffi  c incidents is 
encouraged to contact Police 
Scotland on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency.

Music for All 
season starts

2012, when she was two, a 
similar gig and CD raised 
£9,000. 

The money was split between 
three hospitals – Edinburgh, 
Inverness and Aberdeen – 
which had cared for Dawn 
during the 12 operations she 
has faced since being born 
with neo-natal meningitis.

Bodie said: ‘We recorded 
the original Songs for Dawn 
three years ago. This time, 
as well as raising money for 
a wheelchair-adapted car, 10 
per cent of the proceeds will 
go to the sick children’s unit in 
Inverness.’

At the gig on Friday Novem-
ber 6, there will be a kids’ disco 
from 6pm to 7.30pm, followed 
by a band night from 8.30pm 
to 1am featuring tribute acts, 
including BC/DC, Bodie and 
Brown – with Bodie as Wiggy 

Stardust – Cileas McMaster, 
Wonderland, Rising – a Rain-
bow tribute act – and Moving 
Pictures.

Bodie said: ‘Dawn needs all 
sorts of special equipment, 
such as a specialised baby 
walker called a pony gait 
walker. She has no sense of 
balance and it helps her move 
along with her legs.

‘Dawn spends time in a 
‘Stander’, a type of standing 
frame which helps to stretch 
the tendons in her legs and 
stop her hips displacing.’

There will be a 19-track CD 
to go with the gig, which has 
been masterminded by Stevie 
Brown.

Bodie, who provided all the 
food for the builders of the 
new Caol Community Centre,  
reckons this will be the first 
event to be staged there.FUNDRAISER ON SONG: Bodie Bown with daughter Dawn. 

Charity gig’s ‘Songs for Dawn’
MARK DAVEY
fort@obantimes.co.uk

FUN FOR ALL: drumming up funds at Party in the Park 

HIGHLAND Council’s leader 
threw open the forecast budget 
deficit to a social media chat.

Councillor Margaret Davidson 
was on Highland Council’s Face-
book event page for an hour from 
5.30pm to 6.30pm on Tuesday to 
discuss budget options with the 
public.

The social media meeting was 
aimed at discovering whether 
people preferred a possible council 
tax rise to further cuts in essential 
services. Councillor Davidson said: 
‘We are currently looking at a wide 
range of proposals and ideas to save 
money and increase income. This is 
the eighth successive year the coun-
cil has frozen the council tax in line 
with every other local authority 
across Scotland. This has led to a 
reduced budget in real terms over 
the past several years. People are 
increasingly saying to me that they 
do not want to see more cuts in 
frontline services.’

This was the first of a series 
of Facebook chats Highland 
Council will hold in the next few 
weeks to find out what people 
think about a range of issues. 

Budget cut 
debate online 

Newsdesks 
01397 703003 
01631 568000

THE FOUNDER of a group 
set up in response to the 
Calais refugee crisis spoke to 
Lochaber Rotary Club about 
its work.

Liz Paul of the Lochaber 
Cal-Aid group gave an 
impassioned and heartfelt 
presentation about the crisis 
of so many people fleeing the 
conflicts in the Middle East 
and further afield.

On Tuesday last week, Liz 
explained that Cal-Aid is a 
non-political humanitarian 
group trying to respond to the 
ever deepening situation that 
is causing so many people to 
suffer.

Liz said: ‘The incident that 
galvanised me into action was 
that of three young Eritrean 
brothers, all under 15, sent by 
their parents to seek safety in 
Europe. As a mother of three 
sons myself, the thought of my 
own children having to under-
take such a perilous journey 
into the unknown stayed 
with me and I imagined how 
desperate that mother must 
have been to resort to this 

‘Cal-Aid’ group helps refugees

INSIGHT: Liz Paul, centre with Lochaber Rotary Club president 
Terry Lee, right, and Ken Johnston, rotary club public relations

terrifying action. The scale of 
this crisis is beyond compre-
hension. In 2014, conflict and 
persecution forced an average 
of 42,500 people per day to 
leave their homes and seek 
protection elsewhere. 

‘Currently it is estimated 
that there are around 4,000 
refugees in Calais, and this 
number will rise to around 
8,000 by Christmas.’

After making contact with a 
few friends across Lochaber, 
Liz received strong support to 
set up a local initiative – hence 
the creation of  ‘Lochaber 
Cal-Aid’. 

They found a group in Ed-
inburgh that could distribute 
their donations and, after 
setting up a Lochaber Cal-
Aid Facebook Page, it took 
only a few days for similar 
groups to spring up around 
the Highlands. 

Liz said: ‘We were over-
whelmed by the response and 
the offers of help, donations 
and volunteers were fantastic.’ 

Since then there have been 
some slight changes to the 

structure of the groups and 
the name has now been 
changed to ‘Re-Act Scotland.’ 

While initially the focus 
was Calais, the group will 
now distribute across Europe 
depending on where aid is 
most urgently required. In 
explaining why the majority of 
the refugees are under 18 and 
predominantly young men, 
Liz said: ‘It’s because in their 
own countries they are more 

at risk from war, conscription 
and violent attacks. They also 
have the mobility to flee.’ 

The group has collected 
clothing, shoes, tents, sleep-
ing bags, toiletries, candles, 
lighting and other basics that 
can make life more tolerable 
in refugee camps. Local busi-
nesses Campbell Hire and 
Boyd Brothers have also pro-
vided storage and transport 
support, and local woman 

Anne Tait has used her own 
lorry to deliver the first seven- 
ton load to Edinburgh. 

The group has a drop 
off point in Fort William 
High Street at the Aye2Aye 
shop next to the Hot Roast 
Company.  Liz added: ‘Our 
funding will enable them to 
make another four deliveries 
to Edinburgh. Everything 
is transient, a deluge of rain 
in Calais will destroy the 
bedding and makeshift ac-
commodation overnight. 

‘There is no end in sight to 
how long aid will be required.’

Rotary President Terry Lee 
thanked Liz for giving club 
members a real insight into 
this international tragedy.

Mr Lee said: ‘We are proud 
that our Lochaber community 
is taking such a leading role in 
supporting the refugee crisis 
– with Re-act Scotland and 
local transport contractors all 
working together to provide 
aid.’   

Club members responded 
with a spontaneous cash col-
lection and warm applause.

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ................................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode .................................................

Telephone..............................................Email ......................................................
Terms and conditions: Employees of Country Living Magazine, Wyvex Media and any agencies connected with the 
competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons will not be 
accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. 
Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide your 
email address). Closing date for entries is midnight, November 10, 2015. Tickets will be posted to the winners.

WIN!

The Country Living Magazine Christmas 
Fair is back at SECC, Glasgow from 
November 19 to 22, 2015.  Over 300 of 
the UK’s fi nest craftsmen and women 
will gather together under one roof 
to off er unique gifts, inspired ideas 
and decorations which will bring that 
magical Christmas sparkle to every 
home. Festive inspiration, demonstrations and advice will be on hand in the Cookery and Christmas Theatres 
and Craft and Create Room. Visit www.countrylivingfair.com.

The Oban Times has teamed up with the event to off er readers the chance to win one of ten pairs of tickets. 
To enter, simply answer the question below, complete the coupon and post to The Oban Times, Country Living 
Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. The closing date for entries is November 10, 2015. 

Question: Complete the title of this popular Christmas song: 

Rudolph the red nosed ___________?

tickets to Country 

Living Magazine 

Christmas Fair
10 pairs of 
tickets to 

be won!
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The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

Who is it? Scottish Slimmers Food

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Scottish Slimmers Food original recipe

Easy chicken lasagne

Scottish Slimmers are based in Aberdeen and are 
Scotland’s only home-grown slimming organisation. 
Weekly weight loss classes take place in Oban, Fort 
William and Ballachulish. If you’d like to fi nd out more, 
go to scottishslimmers.com or take this page along to 
your local class to JOIN FREE.

As winter approaches and the cold weather sets in, our 
health and weight can sometimes take a backseat. But 
you can have healthy, hearty and wholesome meals 
that will keep you warm and satisfi ed for longer with 
Scottish Slimmers. 

If you’re looking for recipes you can cook quickly, 
packed with healthy ingredients that are easy on your 
waistline, then Scottish Slimmers have got you covered 
this season!

Serves Four
16 Checks  [400 
calories]
INGREDIENTS

spray oil
350g ready-to-cook 
diced vegetables, 
e.g. onion, carrot, 
swede
500g skinned 
chicken breast, 
cubed
400g passata  
60g extra light soft 
cheese
200g baby leaf 
spinach
6 fresh lasagne sheets
1 x 470g jar light white 
lasagne sauce  
1 tbsp grated Parmesan 
freshly grated black 
pepper

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 200C, 
gas mark 6.
Lightly spray a large 
pan with oil and cook 
the vegetables over 
a medium heat for 5 
minutes. Add the chicken 
and cook, stirring, until 
browned all over.
Add the passata and 
cook for 5 minutes until 
slightly reduced, then 
stir in the soft cheese 
and spinach. Season with 
black pepper.
Transfer half of 

the mixture into a 
rectangular ovenproof 
dish and cover with 3 
sheets of lasagna. Spoon 
half the light white sauce 
over the pasta.
Pour over the rest of the 
chicken mixture and 
cover with the remaining 
pasta. Spoon the white 
sauce over the top and 
sprinkle with Parmesan.
Bake in the preheated 
oven for 25–30 minutes 
until bubbling and 
golden brown. Serve 
with No-Check salad or 
vegetables.

Tip: For a veggie version, 
omit the chicken breast 
and add some button 
mushrooms and cherry 
tomatoes plus a 400g can 
butterbeans (13 Checks, 
10g fat)

What do they do?
Local weekly slimming classes, weight 
loss progammes and recipes

Where can I find them?
Call free 0800 36-26-36 or visit 
scottishslimmers.com

Call free 0800 36-26-36 or visit scottishslimmers.com THE latest novel by Dun-
blane author Alex Nye 
has hit the bookshops.
Darker Ends is set in 
Glencoe and follows 
the dark events of 1692, 
when the leader of Clan 
Campbell authorised the 
genocide of a community 
as they slept in their beds. 

Those who survived 
– women and children 
– struggled into the 
mountains of Glencoe, 

but what happened to 
them? Did they live to tell 
the tale? 

Meanwhile, two chil-
dren wait for their par-
ents to come home while 
a storm closes in. When 
a stranger’s car crashes 
in the river and he seeks 
shelter at their inn, the 
long night darkens. All is 
not what it seems.

Parents and schools will 
welcome the release of 

Alex’s third title, as she 
is known for bringing 
Scottish history to life for 
young readers. 

Her first two books, 
Chill and Shiver, were 
very successful ghost sto-
ries set on Sheriffmuir. 
Chill won the Scottish 
Children’s Book Award 
in 2007. 

Living in Dunblane, 
Alex is delighted to be 
returning to the book 

scene, and quipped: ‘Ru-
mours of my death have 
been much exaggerated.’ 

Darker Ends is being 
launched at Glasgow’s 
Mitchell Library Thea-
tre to a large audience 
of schoolchildren at 
10.15am on Tuesday 
November 24.

Dunblane author Alex 
Nye’s latest book, Darker 

Ends, is set in Glencoe

Drosselmeyer and Clara, played by 
Joey Wright and Emily Corbett

TAYNUILT’S exciting 
young company Ballet 
West will tour a new pro-
duction of The Nutcracker 
to nine venues across Scot-
land in the new year, with 
acclaimed guest artists 
taking leading roles in the 
company.  

The tour begins with 
a home performance on 
January 22 in the Corran 
Halls in Oban and finishes 
at the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Conference Centre 
on February 20.

This will be Ballet West’s 
first visit to the Edinburgh 
International Conference 
Centre and follows a 
successful debut in the 
Clyde Auditorium at Glas-
gow’s Scottish Exhibition 
and Conference Centre 
(SECC) in 2015. 

As well as a return to the 
Glasgow SECC, other tour 
venues include: Paisley, 
Helensburgh, Livingston, 
Stirling, Inverness and 
Greenock.

The Nutcracker is a largely 
new production by Ballet 
West’s choreographer and 
artistic adviser, Daniel F 
Job, with new costumes 
and sets. 

The company will 
number up to 100 in 
the larger venues, with 
Ballet West’s associates in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow 
taking part.

The star roles of the 

Sugar Plum Fairy and her 
Prince will be danced by 
guest principals, Sara-Ma-
ria Barton and Andreas 
Battaggia.  

Sara-Maria is also Ballet 
West’s creative director 
and assistant director of 
the performing company. 

Italian-born dancer 
Andreas Battaggia danced 
the role of Paris opposite 
Sara-Maria in Ballet 
West’s Romeo and Juliet 
in 2015. He trained at La 
Scala in Milan and cur-
rently dances with Ballet 
Cymru.

The Snow King and 
Queen will be danced 
by Ballet West senior 
principal dancer and 
vice principal, Jonathan 
Barton and Ballet West 
graduate Natasha Watson, 
an award-winning dancer 
and actress, now a per-
former with the company 
and lecturer/teacher on 
HND courses. 

Uyu Hiromoto, a Japa-
nese 2015 Genée finalist, 
will be joining the school in 
January and is to dance the 
role of Dew Drop Fairy. 

Clara and the Nutcracker 
will be danced by sec-
ond-year students, Emily 
Corbitt and Oscar Ward. 
While third year student, 
Owen Morris takes the role 
of the Rat King, with Joey 
Wright as Drosselmeyer, 
Clara’s eccentric uncle. 

Oban: Corran Halls: January 22 and 23 
Paisley:  Paisley Town Hall: January 29
Helensburgh:  Tower Digital Arts Centre: January 30 
Livingston:  Howden Park Centre: February 4
Stirling:  Macrobert: February 5 and 6 
 (matinee and evening on February 6).

Inverness: Eden Court Theatre: February 11 
Glasgow:  Clyde Auditorium, SECC: February 13
Greenock: Beacon Arts Centre: February 14
Edinburgh:  Edinburgh International 
 Conference Centre: February 20 
 (matinee and evening).

Ballet West prepares for new 
Scottish tour of The Nutcracker

Alex’s 
dark tale 
is a real 
page 
turner 

The Nutcracker, played by Oscar Ward

Uwe Hiromoto will play the Dew Drop Fairy

Tour venues and dates:

This week...

Glengoyne 10-year-old
40%ABV
Approx £30.

AS A distillery, Glengoyne is 
considered unique in Scotland, 
but can often fi nd itself unfairly 
overlooked despite producing 
some of the country’s fi nest 
malts.
The only distillery in Scotland 
never to use peat smoke to dry 
its barley, Glengoyne is also 
remarkable in that its stills are 
located in the highlands, while 
the drink is matured in the 
lowlands – a feat achieved with 
the factory lying right on the 
Highland line at Drumgoyne. 
However, it can on occasion be 
unfairly left out of discussions 
over which ones are Scotland’s 
top whiskies.

A case in point is their 10-year 
-old malt. Not only is this par-
ticular tipple very pure in style, 
but it is a high-quality malt 
with subtly impressive fl avours, 
which is not only easy drinking, 
but memorable.
This is not a brash whisky; it 
won’t shout fl avour at you or be 
so vulgar as to overwhelm you. 
This is a much more subtle and 
refi ned drink which prefers to 
whisper its distinctive notes to 
you and seduce you into one 
more glass.
It would be easy to confuse 
this with being light or lacking 
character, but the Glengoyne’s 
undoubted charisma is akin to 
arriving to a party in a Jaguar 
as opposed to roaring up in a 
Humvee.  
Similarly, it does not dress itself 

up with pretence; it is to the 
point and engaging, but leaving 
enough mystery on the tongue 
to keep you wanting more.
When you fi rst open the bottle, 
your nose will immediately pick 
up honey and apple notes, with 
a subtle hint of oak suggesting 
towards bourbon barrels being 
used in the maturation.
Clean and light in colour, oak 
and baked apples strikes fi rst 
on the palate, followed by the 
sweet caress of butterscotch 
and vanilla.
Smooth and refreshing, the 
dram will fi nish with more 
hints of butter and vanilla, with 
that smooth oaky background 
providing the drink’s reassuring 
warmth.  Louise Glen 
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS
MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 

1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 

Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of 

This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 

Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise 

with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone 

with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell 

and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon 

Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 

Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with 

Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 

1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s 

Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & 

Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema,
community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

30 OCTOBER 2015 - 05 NOVEMBER 2015

CRIMSON PEAK (15) 
Fri: 22:50; Sun: 19:40; Mon, Tue: 20:15; Wed, Thu: 20:45

GHOSTBUSTERS (12A) 
Fri: 18:20; Sat: 14:45; Sun: 15:30

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 (PG)
Fri: 16:30; Sat: 11:15,12:30; Sun: 11:00; Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:15

INSIDE OUT (U) 
Sun: 11:15

MACBETH (15) 
Wed, Thu: 18:20

SPECTRE (12A) 
Fri: 18:45,21:45; Sat: 14:45,17:45,20:45; Sun: 13:15,16:15,19:15

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:30,19:30

SUFFRAGETTE (12A) 
Fri: 20:35; Sat: 17:00

THE ADDAMS FAMILY (PG)
Sat: 10:00

THE BOOK OF LIFE (U) 
Fri: 16:15; Sun: 13:30

THE EXORCIST (18) 
Sat: 21:15

THE GALLOWS (15) 
Sat: 19:15; Sun: 17:45; Mon, Tue: 18:15

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS (PG)
Sat: 13:15

SYNOPSIS

CRIMSON PEAK – 139MINS
In the aftermath of a family tragedy, an aspiring author is torn between love for her childhood 

friend and the temptation of a mysterious outsider. Trying to escape the ghosts of her past, 

she is swept away to a house that breathes, bleeds...and remembers.

GHOSTBUSTERS – 120MINS
Classic. Three unemployed parapsychology professors set up shop as a unique ghost removal service.

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 – 109MINS
The Drac pack is back for an all-new monster comedy adventure in Sony Pictures Animation’s Hotel 

Transylvania 2! Everything seems to be changing for the better at Hotel Transylvania... Dracula’s rigid 

monster-only hotel policy has fi nally relaxed, opening up its doors to human guests. But behind 

closed coffi  ns, Drac is worried that his adorable half-human, half-vampire grandson, Dennis, isn’t 

showing signs of being a vampire. So while Mavis is busy visiting her human in-laws with Johnny - 

and in for a major cultural shock of her own - “Vampa” Drac enlists his friends Frank, Murray, Wayne 

and Griffi  n to put Dennis through a “monster-in-training” boot camp.

But little do they know that Drac’s grumpy and very old, old, old school dad Vlad is about to 

pay a family visit to the hotel. And when Vlad fi nds out that his great-grandson is not a pure 

blood - and humans are now welcome at Hotel Transylvania - things are going to get batty!

INSIDE OUT – 118MINS
After a girl moves to a new home, her emotions are plunged into chaos as they compete for 

control of her mind.

MACBETH – 133MINS
Macbeth, a duke of Scotland, receives a prophecy from a trio of witches that one day he will 

become King of Scotland. Consumed by ambition and spurred to action by his wife, Macbeth 

murders his king and takes the throne for himself.

SPECTRE – 150MINS
A cryptic message from Bond’s past sends him on a trail to uncover a sinister organization. 

While M battles political forces to keep the secret service alive, Bond peels back the layers of 

deceit to reveal the terrible truth behind SPECTRE.

SUFFRAGETTE – 126MINS
A drama that tracks the story of the foot soldiers of the early feminist movement, women who were 

forced underground to pursue a dangerous game of cat and mouse with an increasingly brutal 

State. These women were not primarily from the genteel educated classes, they were working 

women who had seen peaceful protest achieve nothing. Radicalized and turning to violence as the 

only route to change, they were willing to lose everything in their fi ght for equality - their jobs, 

their homes, their children and their lives. Maud was one such foot soldier. The story of her fi ght for 

dignity is as gripping and visceral as any thriller, it is also heart-breaking and inspirational.

THE ADDAMS FAMILY (KIDS CLUB – KIDS GO FREE!) – 115MINS
Con artists plan to fl eece the eccentric family using an accomplice who claims to be their long 

lost Uncle Fester.

THE BOOK OF LIFE – 111MINS
Manolo, a young man who is torn between fulfi lling the expectations of his family and 

following his heart, embarks on an adventure that spans three fantastic worlds where he 

must face his greatest fears.

THE EXORCIST – 132MINS
When a teenage girl is possessed by a mysterious entity, her mother seeks the help of two 

priests to save her daughter.

THE GALLOWS – 99MINS
20 years after a horrifi c accident during a small town school play, students at the school 

resurrect the failed show in a misguided attempt to honor the anniversary of the tragedy - 

but soon discover that some things are better left alone.

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS – 80MINS
Classic. Jack Skellington, king of Halloween Town, discovers Christmas Town, but doesn’t quite 

understand the concept.

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD To advertise in our community noticeboard 
call 01631 568000

Advertise in the
Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

THEATRE company Grid 
Iron, Scotland’s renowned 
site-specific specialists, 
are coming to Oban’s 
Rockfield Centre next 
weekend to perform The 
Devil’s Larder, a show that 
explores the impact of food 
on human society. 

One of the company’s 
most successful and best-
loved shows, it received 
many awards, including a 
Scotsman Fringe First and 
a Herald Archangel when 
it played at the Debenhams 
store on Princes Street, 
Edinburgh during the 
Fringe 2005.

Jim Crace’s teasingly 

dark novella is the basis 
for a journey into a 
culinary underworld; an 
uncanny, uncomfortable 
examination of the envy, 
love, revenge, hypocrisy, 
loss and lust that seethe 
beneath the false calm of 
the menu, the shopping 
list and the recipe. Crace’s 
recent novel, Harvest, was 
short-listed for the 2013 
Man Booker Prize.

The production combines 
excellent performances, 
live music and a ravishing 
score to take audience on 
a gorgeous foodie journey. 
The Devil’s Larder is a 
site-responsive, prome-

nade theatre production 
which will be peformed in 
four very different venues 
on its upcoming tour of 
Scotland. 

In Edinburgh, The Devil’s 
Larder appears as part 
of the Traverse Theatre’s 
autumn season in its 
own venue, the Custom’s 
House, on Leith’s trendy 
shore, the first event in the 
building for many years. 

Selkirk’s The Haining 
provides quite a different 
context for the production, 
as does Oban’s Rockfield 
Centre, and finally The 
Melvich Hotel on the north-
ern-most coast of Scotland. 

Ben Harrison’s adapta-
tion waves a sinuous and 
treacherous path from 
narrative episode to sto-
ry-telling, from installation 
to song, with live music 
performed by David Paul 
Jones and The Poozies 
harpist Mary Macmaster. 

Grid Iron examine how 
food can act as a catalyst 
for unleashing our fears, 
desires and taboos. 

For the Festival Fringe 
in 2005, the production re-
ceived nominations in the 
Critics Awards for Theatre 
in Scotland (CATS) in the 
categories of best director, 
best ensemble, best male 

performance and best use 
of music.

The performance is 
supported by Creative 
Scotland, Scottish His-
toric Buildings Trust, the 
Touring Network and the 
Haining Charitable Trust.

The performances at the 
Rockfield Centre will be 
held on Friday November 
6, at 7.30pm, Saturday No-
vember 7, at 2pm and 6pm 
and on Sunday November 
8, at 2pm.

Tickets are £10, with the 
box office available on: 
07762 756 072, or visit: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
therockfieldcentre

Irish musician Sharon Shannon wowed an enthusiastic audience at Skipinnish on Friday night with her virtuoso two-row button box 
accordion, fl ute and fi ddle playing. Alan O’Connor, a talented musician in his own right, accompanied her on electric guitar, keyboards 
and tambourine – at one point he electrifi ed the audience by playing them all at the same time. The duo slipped seamlessly between 

traditional jigs and reels to slow airs, with some crowd-pleasing classical, blues and world music thrown in for good measure, including 
Little Bird, Coridinio, The Bungee Jumpers and Midnight Special. Shannon fi nished the show with a rousing rendition of her signature song, 

Galway Girl, before returning for an encore.

Grid Iron invite you to feast on the Devil’s Larder

Sharon Shannon The Galway 
Girl comes to Oban

Alison and Roger Richard, and Bill and 
Jan Kersel were among the nearly stand-

ing-room-only crowd 

Sheena and Kenny MacLennon are 
long time Sharon Shannon fans

Katherine Wilkie, Tom Clegg, Billy Wilkie, Alison 
MacKenzie and Kenny MacKenzie, ready to take a 

whirl with the Galway Girl

Wingin’ 
It 
concert 
date 
changed
The Wingin’ It concert 
at Victory Hall in 
Benderloch has been 
changed to Friday 
November 6 at 8pm. 
Tickets are £10 in 
advance or £12 at the 
door. Book by calling 
01631 720247.
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FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening on Tuesday, 
3 November, 2015 at 8pm

GUEST ARTISTS: Ally K MacPherson     
Railway Club Inverlochy

All Welcome
Admission £4.00 … 

Tea & Raffle Extra
IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 
ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL 
FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

‘Fable’ by The 
Flanagan Collective

1st Nov. at 4.30pm
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Tickets £9/£6/ £20 (family of 

2+2)/£5 (carer scheme*)
BYO drinks/nibbles to share

Book on: 01852 500746 or  cvh.
artsevents@gmail.com or
www.ticketsource.co.uk/

date/205647
*please contact us for more 

information

HOLLY TEA
Glencruitten Parish Church Hall

on Saturday 7th November 
at 2.00pm

in aid of Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre Oban

  Donation at door
Tea / Coffee  –  Hot Mince Pies  

–  Shortbread
Also Home Baking Stall, Bric-a-
brac, Books, Christmas Cards

and lots more 
Please give us your support today

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club
Royal Hotel 

Guest Artist:
Charlie Kirkpatrick Trio

Thursday 5th November 2015
7.30pm

Help us to celebrate the club’s 
40th Anniversary
All Welcome. £4

Oban U3A
Tuesday 3 November 2015 

at 10.30am 
Studio Theatre and café area, 

Corran Halls, Oban
A warm welcome to members 
new and old for our monthly 

coffee and chat meeting, please 
note our return to previous 

venue. Interested in joining the 
U3A? Do come along

Simply Handmade 
Craft Fair

Saturday 31st October 
11am - 3pm

The Corran Halls Oban 
FREE Entry

Locally made Arts & Crafts
Craft Demonstrations

Home Baking & 
Refreshments

Supporting Alzheimers Scotland
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Pleased to Support the 
Landscaping Centre

Inverawe Smokehouses, Taynuilt, PA35 1HU

Tel: 01866 822808

Marine Grades Fasteners and Fixings, Welding 
and Abrasive Supplies, Nails, Screws, Fixings, 
Boating/Marine Supplies, Power Tools, Hand Tools, Adhesive 
Tapes, Chemicals and thousands more….

We would like to congratulate 
The Landscaping Centre on their 10th Anniversary.

We deliver as close to us as Dumbarton, Clydebank, Drymen, Greenock, 
Helensburgh and as far as Dunoon, Oban, Inveraray to name a few.

T: 01389 733307   F: 01389 768933  www.fynepax.co.uk

As The Landscaping Centre celebrates 
10 years of serving the Oban area, owner 

Ruaraidh Neish would like to thank his ded-
icated staff  and loyal customers for helping 
grow it into the west coast’s most comprehen-
sive landscaping business. 

Ruaraidh’s foray into landscaping began at an early 
age. ‘As a kid in Ardnamurachan, I always built ponds 

and things,’ he laughs. ‘I went to college, but then got a 
job with an agricultural contractor and did some landscap-

ing, working in Glasgow for a couple of years.’
At the age of 20, Ruaraidh returned to his hometown, Oban, 

bought a digger and a lorry, and started doing gardening jobs for 
private homes. The business, Neish Contracts, soon began to grow. 

‘We went from gardening and landscaping to taking on commercial 
clients and big retail projects.’
Ruaraidh purchased Blades Garden Machinery in 2012, and with the 

launch of The Landscaping Centre in Oban, now provides a wide variety 
of services and products for businesses and homes throughout Argyll and 

beyond. No job is too big or too small for TLC – they do anything from small 
private garden maintenance to large manor homes. They are the landscaper for 

JD Wetherspoon, providing landscaping for beer gardens and fl ower baskets at pubs 
all over Scotland. TLC recently won awards for their fl oral display at Aulay’s Bar in Oban. 

2015 has been a banner year for TLC. They now off er the hottest new trend in decorative 
paving- Pattern Imprinted Concrete (PIC). PIC is the most popular decorative concrete tech-

nique in England and Ireland, and is now available exclusively in west Scotland through TLC, 
where staff  is highly trained in this intricate process. PIC is a beautiful and easy-to-maintain look 

for driveways, patios and paths, available in a variety of colours and patterns. Also new this year, 
the company is off ering Wallcrete - an advanced lightweight render process that recreates the look of 

stone, slate or brick on internal and external walls, as well as gable ends. 
TLC Shop and Workshop is onsite, off ering sales, service, repair and hire. It has a large stock of new 

and second-hand machinery, from lawnmowers and strimmers to chainsaws and brushcutters, as well as 
accessories such as oils, lubricants and chains. The friendly team in the workshop can fi x or service any small 

machinery. ‘All types of machinery can be overhauled in our workshop, winter servicing can have you ready for 
the next season,’ Ruaraidh said. ‘TLC shop also off ers supplies for gardens and estates. Some of the products we 

off er are topsoil, compost, bark, fertilisers, weed killers, hedging and trees.’
The heart of the business is landscape and garden design and maintenance, as well as tree surgery and decking. They 

can create custom designs for any taste and budget, whether a small garden or a complete property overhaul. From 
traditional country gardens to patios, from ponds to stone walls, TLC is renowned for working magic on any property. They 

can create the ultimate garden escape, with smart furniture, picnic tables, gazebos, pergolas and bespoke sheds - even a stylish 
chicken coop. 

With winter fast approaching, TLC is Argyll’s ‘go-to’ for winter servicing, so important in the Highlands. They can clean and repair 
gutters, trim trees and remove dead branches that could damage homes in wind or ice, and ensure the garden is ready for the long 

cold season ahead. TLC supplies logs, peat, kindling and gas. They have a large selection of quality Christmas trees, hand-tied holly 
wreaths, Christmas decorations and snow toys, and they off er gift vouchers. 

As Ruaraidh looks back over the past 10 years, he says his family and his staff  have been invaluable in the success of The Landscape Centre. 
And what does he enjoy most about his job? ‘The variety of work is what I love about it. I tend to thrive under pressure and every day is diff erent.’ 

Visit TLC online at tlcoban.co.uk, call on 01631 571777, or drop by the business, beside the Tesco car park in Oban.

Lonan Properties Ltd, Innishail, 
Taynuilt, PA35 1JH Tel: 01866 822181

Email: lonanpropltd@btconnect.com

Wishing 
The Landscaping 

Centre every success

Celebrating 
10 years 
of quality 
service

The Oban Times would like to congratulate 
The Landscaping Centre on their 10th Anniversary, 

and wish them all the best for the future
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WITH winter fast approaching, motoring 

safety is to the fore. Road users should be 

fully prepared for the adverse weather of 

the Highlands, especially when planning 

long journeys over the festive period. 

The Highways Agency recommends 

checking a vehicle before winter weather 

hits, including making sure the tread 

depth on tyres is safe, brakes work prop-

erly and the heating is fully functioning. 

Although the minimum tread depth on 

tyres required by law is 1.6mm, the AA 

recommends that motorists have no less 

than 2mm, and preferably 3mm, for winter 

driving. 

Tyre pressures are also important. It is 

recommended that you check these at 

least once a week during the winter, en-

suring that they reach the manufacturer’s 

recommended levels. These can be found 

in the vehicle handbook or on a sticker on 

the inside of the driver’s door.

Regularly check that a vehicle’s an-

ti-freeze levels are between the maximum 

and minimum. 

This will help avoid potential damage to 

the engine or radiators, which will be much 

more expensive to fi x than the couple of 

pounds it would cost to buy anti-freeze.

Keep an eye on oil levels with weekly 

checks. Low oil levels can cause signifi cant 

damage to an engine, as oil is basically 

the blood that passes through the car’s 

system. 

Bear in mind that most car manufacturers 

fi ll modern vehicles with longer lasting an-

ti-freeze, which should not be mixed with 

traditional solutions. If unsure about what 

fl uid to put into a vehicle, it is recommend-

ed that dvehicle owners consult their local 

dealership or a qualifi ed mechanic.

Flat batteries are one of the most com-

mon reasons for motorists to require 

breakdown assistance in the winter, 

making up about one-third of the total 

call-outs. 

The additional use of heaters, lights and 

other electrical components on the car all 

add to the strain placed on batteries dur-

ing this period. Car batteries generally last 

no longer than fi ve years, so if abattery is 

coming to the end of its life as winter ap-

proaches, it might be worthwhile chang-

ing it in order to avoid the inconvenience 

of a breakdown.

The Highway Agency also suggests that 

drivers put together a winter emergency 

kit for their car, with crucial items such as 

warm clothing, a torch, de-icer, ice scrap-

ers, shovel and boots. 

Check the latest traffi  c information and 

weather forecasts before setting out 

and be prepared to alter plans if weather 

conditions are particularly bad. It may be 

a case of leaving earlier or leaving a little 

later or simply planning the best places for 

rest stops along the way.

A winter service for vehicles is a must and 

should be done at least a week before any 

long journey. 

The better prepared a vehicle is, the 

smoother all the winter journeys. 

THE nation may be starting to shiver, but there 
is one area of decidedly hot activity – Subaru’s 
newest Scottish dealer Helensburgh Subaru.

The start of the cold spell brings increasingly 
more traffi  c through its new showroom.

As Scotland braces itself for the return of winter, 
Helensburgh Subaru Director Ernie Cowan, com-
mented: “ Growing numbers of people looking to 
fi nd out more about the Subaru Range understand 
that in slippery and icy situations there is simply 
no substitute for our Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive 
system.”

Subaru’s quick-thinking, full-time Subaru 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive transmission splits 
power 50:50 front to rear; enhancing straight-
line traction and providing sure-footed grip and 
traction through corners, whatever the weather; 
allowing the driver to make safe, swift progress, 
day in, day out.

On a typically slippery British winter road, grip is 
at a premium. But Subaru’s “Subaglue” permanent 
All-Wheel Drive – with state-of-the-art Vehicle 
Dynamics Control, intelligent Subaru Symmetrical 
All-Wheel Drive diff erentials and super-grippy 
chassis and set-up – will fi nd you traction, where 
a 2WD car would be slipping and sliding, leaving 
the driver in a panic, or worse. As a Subaru driver, 
even in hard rain, snow or icy conditions, all you 
will be aware of while you make steady progress, 
is less understeer or oversteer, as the tried-and-
tested, highly evolved Subaru Symmetrical 
All-Wheel Drive does its job reassuringly. With 
Subaru’s full-time Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel 
Drive, you can relax and drive with assurance, and 
grip – even during these coming winter days.  

To fi nd out more about the Subaru Range 
contact our Sales Team at Helensburgh Subaru. 
Telephone: 01436 672779.

Winter weather 
drives traffi  c to 
Helensburgh 
Subaru

W.D. Semple
FIND US VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS

65 Dacia Sandero Stepway Ambiance TCE, Blue, Delivery Miles ...................... £8,895
64 Renault Clio DYN, M/Nav, 1.2, 5dr, Red, 10,350 Miles ............................... £9,995
64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......................... £10,850
14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, grey, 3100 miles...................................... £11,995
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 15,250 miles ............. £12,950
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles ................................................................... £6,400
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ........................................ £13,750
13 Dacia Sandero Ambiance DCi H/b, 5dr, Blue, 18,000 Miles ........................ £6,950
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ............................ £9,450
12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles....................................... £5,750
61 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2,  T/tom, 3Dr, Black, 17,350 miles ............................. £5,995
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 58,000 miles ........... £5,750
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ........................... £6,500
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles .......................... £6,500
09 Renault Clio DYN DCi 106, 3dr Blue 57,000 miles ..................................... £3,950
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles ................................................ £3,000

COMMERCIALS

12 Renault Kangoo in White, Choice of 2 ............................................................POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles ................................£4,650+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ...............................................................£7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White ...............................................................£6,000+VAT



14 MOTORS Thursday 29 October, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

AS the country settles into 

British winter time, this 

week’s tips from the Institute 

of Advanced Motoring’s (IAM) 

head of driving standards, 

Peter Rodger, look at how to 

ensure your journey is as safe 

as possible in the dark. 

Here are some tips to see 

you through.

With morning and evening 

fog expected, it’s important 

that windows are kept clear 

of ice and frost throughout. 

Use a good quality wind-

screen washer fluid to keep 

them clean, and keep the 

reservoir topped up.

As dipped headlights will 

be in use more often it’s im-

portant to make sure they are 

working properly. 

The same applies to all 

other car lights, indicators 

and tyres too – make sure the 

tread depth is checked regu-

larly. If any of these needto 

be replaced, do so as soon as 

possible. A spare set of light 

bulbs is a very worthwhile 

investment too.

Automatic headlamp 

systems do not always put 

dipped headlamps on in 

foggy weather conditions, 

so they may need to be 

switched from an auto to 

manual setting. 

Remember, it is not neces-

sary  to wait until it’s com-

pletely dark before dipped 

headlights are switche 

on – they may be needed in 

reduced daylight conditions 

too.

Where there are no street 

lights or while driving on 

an empty stretch of road in 

seriously reduced visibility, 

switch on the car’s full beam 

to help see further ahead. 

However, don’t  use yfull 

beam during the day  –even 

in poor visibility – as there is 

a risk of dazzling other road 

users.

Look out for vulnerable 

road users in the dark 

including motorcyclists, cy-

clists and pedestrians. Take 

particular care when driving 

near schools in the late af-

ternoon or on dark mornings 

when children are travelling 

to and from school – see and 

be seen at all times.

Pedestrians are not easily 

spotted when they wear dark 

clothing. Keep your eyes 

peeled and avoid speeding 

when visibility  is reduced in 

both dark and bad weather 

conditions.

Keep an eye out for reflec-

tive road signs and cats eyes 

studs that help drivers in 

poor light. These are useful 

guides on dark roads.

Judging the speed of ve-

hicles is difficult in the dark 

– increasing the distance 

between cars is a sensible 

precaution. An inability to 

see clearly ahead means 

drivers must slow down to 

give themselves more time 

to react to a potential hazard.

Peter said: ‘It might sound 

obvious, but you cannot 

drive the same way in the 

dark as you would in day-

light – but that’s what a lot of 

people do. 

‘Make allowances for your 

own abilities in darkness; 

your eyes take time to get 

used to the dark. And be 

aware others might not be 

as careful as you, and might 

not be wearing reflective 

or bright clothing as they 

should do.  Take on the 

responsibility of looking out 

for others, and your journey 

will give you a warm glow 

inside – even if it’s chilly 

outside.’

Forward thinking from the Institute of Advanced Mot

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR 

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 

568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Unit 1 & 2a Caol Ind Est, Fort William, PH33 7PH
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com
Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL 
SERVICES

STOCK LIST
15 15 Vauxhall Astra Excite ............................................. £11,995
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, Red, 30 miles, CD/Radio Remote Central Locking, 
Electric Windows & Mirrors, Alloys, Air Con, Multi Function Steering Wheel, Cruise 
Control, Front Fog Lights, Manufactures Warranty Until July 2018

14 14 Vauxhall Corsa SXI AC.............................................£8,295
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, Grey, 6,800 miles, CD/Radio, AUX Connection, Remote 
Central Locking, Electric Windows & Mirrors, Alloy Wheels, Air Con, Multi Function 
Steering Wheel, Isofix Attachment, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until 
August  2017

13 13 VW Polo S 60 ........................................................... £7,995
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, Silver, 16.300 miles, CD/Radio, Aux Connection, Central 
Locking, Electric Windows, Isofix Attachment, Air Con, Fully Serviced, Manufactures 
Warranty Until July 2016.

12 62 Nissan Juke Acenta Premium DCI ................£11,496 Was
1.5cc, Diesel, 5 Door, Hatchback, White,  ...................................£10,995 Now
17,500 miles, Front & Rear Electric Windows, 
Reversing Camera, Sat Nav, 6 Speed Gear Box, Alloys, Air Con, Cruise Control, 7 Added 
Extras, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 
12 62 Vauxhall Meriva SE Turbo ....................................... £7,995
1.4cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, Red, 12,100 miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, 
Electric Windows & Mirrors, Air Con, Alloys, Sunroof, Parking Sensors, Cruise Control, 
Front Fog Light, Multi Function Steering Wheel, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot 

11 11 Skoda Octavia Elegance TDI CR ............................. £7,995
1.6cc, Diesel, 5 Door, Silver, 60,100 miles, CD Radio, Central Locking, Electric Windows 
& Mirrors, Cruise Control, Air Con Alloys, 1 Owner, £30 a Year Road Tax, Fully Serviced, 
1 Years Mot

10 60 Ford Focus Titanium TDCI 109 ............................... £7,695
1.6cc, Diesel, 5 Door, Estate, Blue, 44,600 miles, Central Locking, Key Free System, Sat 
Nav, Automatic Wipers & Sensors, Bluetooth, Voice Control, Air Con, Cruise Control, 
Heated Seats, £30 a Year Road Tax, Fully Serviced, 1 Years MOT

10 10 Vauxhall Insignia SRI............................................... £5,995
1.8cc, Petrol, 5 Door, Hatchback, 29,200 miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, 
Electric Windows & Mirrors, Air Con, Alloys, Cruise Control, 6 Speed Gear Box, Front Fog 
Lights, Fully Serviced, 1 Years Mot

04 04 Nissan Navara D/C DCI ..................................£3,995 +vat
2.5cc, Diesel, 4 Door, Green, 79,800 miles, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, 
CD/Radio, Canopy, Tow Bar, Fully Serviced, 1 Years MOT

Vauxhall repair and servicing centre

Pedestrians are not easily 
spotted when they wear 
dark clothing. Keep your 
eyes peeled and avoid 
speeding when 
visibility  is 
reduced in both 
dark and bad 
weather 
conditions.
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oring as the clocks go back

TYRESAFE is reminding all drivers 
to ensure they’re keeping their 
road risks to a minimum by prac-
tising #SafeTyreChecks.

October is typically the wettest 
month of the year and coincides 
with the onset of colder weather, 
a combination which places high 
demands on the only safety fea-
ture of a vehicle which is in touch 
with the roads – its tyres.

Most drivers are unaware that 
each tyre’s ‘footprint’ is about 
the same size as an adult’s palm 
and, with so much literally riding 
on them, it’s essential to check 
they are in optimal condition.

“Drivers need to remember 
that brakes, steering and all ad-
vanced safety systems designed 
to help avoid accidents depend 
on the vehicle having a sure 
footing on the road – in other 

words, their tyres 

need to be in good condition,” 
said Stuart Jackson, chairman of 
TyreSafe. “As we’re now facing an 
increasing number of cold and 
wet days, to stay safe we need 
to be even more attentive to 
tyre maintenance. Air pressure, 
condition and tread depth must 
be checked regularly, especially 
if you’re planning a break using a 
car laden with your most prized 
possessions – your family.”

Many drivers are aware that 
recommended tyre pressures for 
a vehicle vary to suit the weight 
of the load it is carrying, but far 
too many are complacent and 
don’t take the time to make this 
important adjustment before 
they set off  with their families. 
Typically, the unladen and laden 
pressures are on a plaque either 
inside the fuel fi ller fl ap or in the 
door shut, but they are sure to be 

f o u n d 
i n 

the handbook. Incorrect pres-
sures not only increase wear and 
decrease fuel effi  ciency but also 
make the tyre more vulnerable 
to sudden defl ation.

A tyre’s tread depth is a par-
ticularly important factor in cold 
and wet conditions as the more 
worn it becomes, the longer your 
car will take to stop. Checking is 
easy and takes just a few minutes 
using the 20p test as the outer 
band of a 20-pence piece is 
1.6mm, which is the minimum 
legal tread depth.

To check how close you are to 
that limit, place the 20p in the 
main grooves in the centre sec-
tion of your tyre: if you can’t see 
the outer band above the tread, 
then check at two other points 
across the width and repeat at 
two more places further round 
the circumference. If you can 
see the 20p’s outer band at any 
point or are unsure, you need 
to get the tyres checked by a 
professional as the tyre maybe 
illegal and dangerous. If you fi nd 
something in the grooves, like a 
stone, remove it if you are able to 
do so.

While you’re checking the tread 
depth, you should also ensure 
the tyres are in good condition, 
looking out for cracks, lumps, 
bumps or embedded objects. 
Tyre manufacturers don’t pro-
duce tyres with bulges or screws 
in them, so if you see anything 
suspiciously out of the ordinary, 
get it checked by a professional.

TyreSafe recommends these 
checks are done at least once a 
month and before long journeys.

Keep road safe with the 

20 pence tyre check
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Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

WANTED

DRIVETIMES

Telephone: William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
4x4’s, all makes and models, also 
light commercials, vans, pick-ups 
bought, high miles no problems, 

MOT or not, instant decision, same 
day payment. Contact 

Mark 

07879 660 494

WANTED

Old Series 
Landrovers 

and Defenders
Old Tractors- 
David Brown, 

Case Etc
Old Quadbikes

SAILING TIMES

The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£11.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar

£11.95

Arran Banner
  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

VW Polo Match 2011

01631 720414 / 07775 501658

48,000 miles

3door, 1.2l petrol

Full service history

Mot till Sept 2016, 

Good condition.

£4,995

Renault Laguna Estate

Tel: 07554 571070

Y Reg. 1.6 Petrol
65000 miles since new,
service history with receipts, 
6 months MOT,
4 new tyres, very good 
condition for year,
very good mechanically, 
cheap to insure.

£650 o.n.o.

Polaris Sportsman Ace ATV

Tel: 07743 864270

Bought as ex-demonstrator, 
only used a handful of times. 
Excellent condition with 
extras including winch, 
roof etc. Road legal. 
Ideal Christmas present!

£4800+VAT 
o.n.o.

MJ6OBAN on 2013 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 
Exclusiv 140hp

Tel: 07876 158328

Waterworld (dark 

blue), 21,000 miles. 

Very clean. 

£6,600

RENAULT CLIO (60)

01880 820 365

DYNAMIQUE TOM TOM 
16v (75bhp)
1149 cc   Petrol   5 door
Mileage  43,250   F.S.H.
Sat nav and air con
Metallic blue Alloy 
wheels
MOT    Till June 2016.

£4450 o.n.o.

Peugeot 107 urban

Call 07411 956 704

5 door hatchback
Petrol, very economical car.
£20 tax per year.
45,000 miles 
MOT until Sept 2016. 
(No advisories) 
Very good condition. 
Sad to sell this great 
wee car but new vehicle 
forces the sale. 

£2900 o.n.o.

Vauxhall Agila

01546 810197

5 Door Hatchback 
Blue 
Petrol car 2009
1242 CC
MOT March 2016
Mileage 36155
Great Car.

£3,500

MINI Clubman 2.0 SD Cooper S

07789172172(anytime)

5dr Sep 2013 12,700 miles Manual 
2.0L Diesel. Smart and powerful 
little car with low mileage. Black 
leather seats, Electric sunroof, 
heated front seats, media pack, 
Electric windows, Air conditioning, 
rear parking sensors, Folding 
rear seats, Alloy wheels, Power 
steering, Roof rails, Central locking, 
Alarm, Immobiliser, Driver’s 
airbags, Passenger airbags. 5 seats, 
Midnight Black metallic. 1 lady 
owner.  The Mini will be available 
after 10th November 2015. For 
serious purchaser happy to bring 
the Mini 2L to: Oban / Fort William 
/ Portree / Inverness.

£12,990

Peugeot 407 2.0 HDI SE

Call 07908 812 391

MOT till Sept 2016, 71,379 miles 35 to 

60 mpg, fog lights, electric mirrors, 

automatic headlights, alarm/immobiliser, 

bluetooth, climate control, steering wheel 

controls , cruise control, alloy wheels , full 

size spare wheel, automatic anti-glare 

rear view mirror, rain sensor wipers, side, 

front, curtain airbags, large boot space, 

mirrors fold in when locked , 2 keys, 

selling as surplus to requirements.

£3,300 ono

Volvo V70, 2.5t, Petrol, 1998

TEL 01852 200727

Good runner until timing belt 
tensioner failed. Recently fi tted with 
many new parts. To be taken away 

as is from an Oban garage
Off ers considered

BOAT MOULDS FOR SALE

Tel: 01389 762393/
07519 020358

Boat moulds for sale to make two boats,16ft sea angling 

boat also18ft deep keel sea boat. Castlebay, Isle of Barra.

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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To Let
Business opportunity for a family in a 4 

bedroom house. In a beautiful rural setting, 
with wonderful views, near Kilchrenan.

£650pcm.  Great Success this season with one 
room let on airbnb.

Landlord Reg: 266939/130/02351

Contact Frank on 07831 264806

 Maximise Your Kitchen    
 - maximise your potential!

A welcoming kitchen is one of the biggest 
attractions for potential house buyers. Whether 
you have a comfortable family oriented 
meeting place or a stylish singletons galley, the 
kitchen is most often the heart of the home.

Regardless of your budget, there are a number 
of simple ways you can maximise its attraction 
to buyers and speed up the sale of your house:

Replacing your entire kitchen to attract buyers 
is not always necessary. Often the cost of 
installing a new kitchen outweighs the value 
it will add to your asking price. Like all home 
decor, the kitchen will still be subject to 
personal taste, so if it does not appeal to your 
buyers they will refi t it upon moving in anyway.

If your kitchen is very dated, simple changes can 
make all the diff erence. Painting the cupboard 
doors, replacing handles or taps and re-
grouting the tiles can all give a new lease of life.
Clean and de-clutter! Viewers may even look 
in your cupboards so ensure shelves are 

cleaned and all contents are organised. Any 
pet bowls should go outside as potential 
buyers may not be animal lovers so could be 
put off  by the sight of half eaten pet food.

If necessary, box up items you don’t use very 
often and put them in storage. If your cupboards 
and drawers are overfl owing, buyers will assume 
there is little storage space, which can be off -
putting. Keep work surfaces as clear as possible 
to enhance the appearance of cleanliness.

Flowers or pot pourri on window sills create 
a welcoming atmosphere and add a fresh 
fragrance. Using these simple but eff ective ideas 
will ensure your kitchen looks appealing and 
entices potential buyers into a prompt decision!

WANTED
Professional male requires property 
to let in Oban or surrounding areas. 

References available.
Contact 01631 568049 

(offi  ce hours)

west coast
P R O P E R T Y
west coast
P R O P E R T Y
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Projects and Business 
Support Officer

Working with team members, you will provide support to a 
range of ALIenergy projects and functions. You will support our 
business growth by helping to develop and deliver new projects, 
secure contracts and explore new business opportunities. You 
will be a self- motivated person with lots of enthusiasm, who is 
interested in energy issues and climate change.
35 hours per week; job share considered. Location: can be 
flexible within Argyll but expected to be in our Oban offices 
frequently.
Starting salary: £18,324; Initial contract for 12 months - but may 
be extended, depending on success
Closing date: 4th November
Interviews planned: 16th November
Job packs can be downloaded from www.alienergy.org.uk
Or ring 01631 565183; email michelle@alienergy.org.uk

Argyll HomeCare
Argyll HomeCare
reliable and high quality service for those individuals 

requiring additional support or care at home.

Mid Argyll: Home Care Workers 
Full Time 

Minimum Hours Contract 
 (£8.00 per hour plus mileage)

Campbeltown: Home Care Workers
Full Time 

Minimum Hours Contract 
 (£8.00 per hour plus mileage)

as comprehensive training is provided.  Ability 
to work occasional evenings and weekends is 

essential. Car driver essential.
For further information and an application pack 

please email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
or telephone: 01546 600333

All staff are subject to PVG checks (enhanced disclosure)

D. Carmichael and Sons Ltd 
require 1 experienced CSCS 

bricklayer for immediate start in 
the Oban area.

The post is a full-time, permanent position.
Bricklayer applicants must have at least five 
years recent experience, hold a clean driver’s 
licence and have own transportation, as our 
Company is based 17 miles outside Oban.
Duties will include general building work.
If you are interested in joining a thriving, well-
established business, which provides a reliable 
and high quality service, then please email CV 
and references from previous employers to 
info@dcarmichaelandsons.co.uk

Affordable Warmth Advisor
You will help to tackle fuel poverty in Argyll by providing advice, support, 
education and mentoring to low income households on fuel budgeting; 
benefits/schemes and energy tariffs and by helping them to improve 
the energy efficiency of their homes. Duties will include home advice 
visits; training to public and voluntary sector groups; advice surgeries 
and information provision in health and social care settings. Experience 
of providing advice/support to individuals and knowledge of energy 
efficiency issues and impact of fuel poverty / cold homes on health are 
essential.

35 hours per week; flexible working; job shares and secondments 
considered.

Location: flexible, in Argyll

Salary: £24,950; contract initially for one year.

Closing date: 5pm on Thursday 12th November

Job packs available on www.alienergy.org.uk
or contact 01631 565183 
michelle@alienergy.org.uk

Closing date for all posts: 
13 November 2015.

To apply visit our website

Home Carer (Permanent Variable)
£16,880 - £18,424 pro rata  Bowman Court, Isle of Mull Ref: CMA01100
Hours as and when required by the Service

Driver/Pupil Escort (Permanent)
£15,433 - £16,340 pro rata  Oban Ref: CTF01155
11.25 hours per week, term time

Driver/Pupil Escort (Permanent)
£15,433 - £16,340 pro rata  Oban Ref: CTF01156
15 hours per week, term time

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

A rare opportunity to fulfil a 
key role in one of the Highlands 

great weekly newspapers

EDITOR

Based in Oban, the new editor will have the drive and passion 
to deliver the best weekly newspaper possible through 
an acute awareness and understanding of the readership, 
imagination, motivation and effi  cient use of the resources 
available to them.  The editor will play a major role in the 
implementation of new developments both traditional and 
digital, as the newspaper faces exciting challenges ahead.

£ Excellent + Car + BUPA + Enhanced Pension

Full driving licence is essential. 

Apply with CV and present salary to Ali Arden, 

ali@obantimes.co.uk

Small West Coast 
Argyll estate seeks 

retired, essentially fit, 
manually dexterous, 

gentleman, to 
occupy detached 

cottage in exchange 
for occasional 

assistance with 
maintenance of land 

and buildings.

Please reply to 
PO Box 13, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB

G McNaughton & Son
Lochgilphead

Experienced 360 Degree 
Excavator Operator 

Must have experience

Driving Licence essential

Tel: (01546) 602 389 during office hours
 for an application form 

or email c.v. to gmnargyll@gmail.com

FARMING

- Government 

Feed-in-Tariff 

- Made in Britain

- High wind sites 

(wind class I & II)

- Diffi  cult to access 

locations

- Tilt-up & 

Monopole towers 

(18, 22, 24, & 30m)

- Own or Rental 

options

- Remote Monitoring 

& Service

Contact us now 01302 320173
sales@harbonwindturbines.co.uk
www.harbonwindturbines.co.uk
Gordon Street |Doncaster | DN1 1RS

Made in the UK for Farms & Businesses

Lower Energy Bills

Lower Carbon Footprint

POWERING 
THE FUTURE

Honda 
quad bike

Tel: 07920114108

Honda TRX 500 FE quad bike 2012
1,055 hours

£3,500 plus vat

Team Facilitator
£24k - £26k per annum. Based in Oban. 

You will have experience in using person centred planning techniques and 
you will be able to transfer these skills to the supervision of Personalised 
Teams of Personal Assistants.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

Please contact the local office for further details or information 
on 01631 565062, email ciaran.bateman@enable.org.uk  or 
visit www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

Closing date: 15 November 2015.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

By Ewen Campbell, 
SRUC Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre farms 

manager

WELL, for once, I start on 
a positive note about the 
fantastic weather we have 
had this past month.

What a great change 
from the dreich and dismal 
summer. It has made such 
a difference to us, not just 
in terms of farm work, but 
also because we have been 
so busy with demonstra-
tion events over the past 
month. 

First of all, I spent a 
day last month talking to 

of using the automatic 
EID crate at a meeting at 
Drumtee Farm outside 
Fenwick in Ayrshire. The 
day was organised by 
colleagues from SAC Con-
sultants in Ayr and focused 
on preparation for tupping 
and winter nutrition of 
pregnant ewes. 

Then, back at our own 
farms, we had visits from 
three groups of students 
who were keen to hear 
more about our work at 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
farms. On September 17, INSIGHT: hill farming conference delegates being shown our new handling facilities

we hosted the new intake of 
SRUC MSc students for an 
afternoon. My colleague, 
Davy McCracken, spoke to 
them about the farms and 
the type of research we are 
doing here. The following 
week, we had more than 
120 freshers students from 
SRUC in Edinburgh - from 
courses covering agricul-
ture, animal science and 
environment - who stayed 
in our wigwams for four 
days as part of their west 
Highland experience.

Their last day was fo-
cused around the work at 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
that was of relevance to 
their individual courses.

Claire Morgan-Davies, 
Harriet Wishart and my-
self talked to them about 
hill farming in general and 
about our new handling 
facilities in particular, 
showing them both the 
new fank and sheep and 
cattle handling systems.

Ann McLaren explained 
to them the breeding 
research we are carrying 
out, and John Holland took 
some up the hill to talk 
about ecosystem services 
and biodiversity in the 
hills. Hopefully, this gave 

the students an overview 
of hill farming, the 
challenges that need to be 
addressed and how SRUC 
is conducting research 
into these areas. 

The week after, we also 
had a visit from agriculture 
students from SRUC’s Ayr 
campus who came with 
their lecturer, Jan Connell, 
to hear my colleague John 
Holland talk about pasture 
and grazing management 
on the farms. 

Last, but by no means 
least, we hosted a visit for 
more than 50 farmers and 
land managers attending a 
major conference in Oban 
with a focus on ‘A future 
for hill farming: it’s in your 
hands’. The conference 
was organised by NFU 
Scotland and the Argyll 
and Bute Agricultural 
Forum, with support from 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
Cairngorms National Park 
Authority, Loch Lomond 

and Trossachs National 
Park and SRUC’s Hill 
and Mountain Research 
Centre. The conference 
delegates were also shown 
our new sheep handling 
facilities and discussed 
how to make best use 
of mandatory electronic 
tagging (EID) of sheep. 
This was followed by dis-
cussions on how to reduce 
unnecessary wormer use 

be gained from the use 

of Estimated Breeding 
Values and performance 

and the approach being 
taken to build up the new 
cattle herd on the farms. 
It was a great day and it 
was really nice to speak 
to other farmers and land 
managers, sharing our ex-
periences of farming in the 
hills.  In the midst of all 
these events, I still man-
aged to do a bit of ‘proper’ 
farm work. Our lambs are 

as I write. We are feeding 
them until they reach the 
ideal weight to be sent to 
the abattoir. We are also 
building up to tupping 
time, which will start in 
November. At the mo-
ment, we are establishing 

best for tupping, as part 
of our ongoing grassland 
and grazing management 
plan. No rest for the 
wicked.
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First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
MacDougall has 
registered her Croft: 2 
Portnaluchaig (Share), 
Arisaig & Moidart, on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25 
June, 2016.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros .gov.uk /reg is te r/
home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C1529.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/03954/FUL

15/03934/FUL

15/03805/PIP

15/03748/FUL

Development  Address

Ardtoe Marine Laboratory
Ardtoe
Acharacle

Mcdonalds Restaurants Ltd
An Aird Road
Fort William

Plot 3
Former Caravan Site
Faichem
Invergarry

Land 60M West of 
Schoolhouse
Achintore Road
Fort William

Proposal Description

Small single storey extension to 
fin-fish research and production 
building

Alteration/Extensions to existing 
restaurant to incorporate a new dry 
store and additional dining area

Renewal of planning 12/03223/PIP 
for house development

Installation of 15m pole, 
telecommunications antennae, 
dishes and associated equipment 
cabinets

Argyll Community Housing 
Association & Argyll Homes For All
Between Friday 30th October and Tuesday 3rd 
November, ACHA and AHFA will have limited 

communications available due to a change in their  
IT systems.

You can continue to be make payments either 
online at www.acha.co.uk  or by using your ACHA 

rent payment card at Post Offices and other 
Paypoint outlets

Please phone our Customer Service  Centre on 
0800 028 2755 to report a repair or for an enquiry.

“Putting Our Tenants and Our Communities First”

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr Andrew William 
MacDonald has 
registered their 
Croft: 5 Stronaba, 
Kilmonivaig, on the 
Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 12 July, 
2016.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros .gov.uk /reg is te r/
home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C1689.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

D Wright
7 Clovullin, Ardgour
0.222 ha - Existing 
house site 
4.86.60810

Comments can be 
made to the Crofting 
Commission by 
any member of the 
crofting community 
within the locality of 
the land, within 28 
days of the date of 
this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW 
or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF COMMON 
GRAZINGS 

The Crofting 
Commission have 
registered the following 
Common Grazings on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Balevullin Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG193

Crossapol Special 
Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG190

Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may appeal 
to the Scottish Land 
Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 
months from the date of 
this advert and should 
be made directly to the 
Land Court.

Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros .gov.uk / reg is te r/
home

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Kareen Barker 
has registered the 
croft 11 Tighphuirst, 
Lismore & Appin, on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 15 July, 
2016.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk /regis ter/
home. The croft 
registration number is 
C1802.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
TAXI FARE REVIEW

Notice is hereby given that Argyll and Bute Council, having consulted with taxi operators licensed by the authority, propose to 
make no amendments to the maximum fares and charges for taxis operating within the jurisdiction of Argyll and Bute Council. 
It is proposed that these will be effective from 25th January 2016.

Any person wishing to lodge representations in respect of these proposals should do so by writing to the Head of Governance 
and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT, by no later than 30th November 2015.

Tariff 1 Hirings from ranks or “flag”

Hiring between 7am and 10pm

£3.00

20 pence

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)

Subsequent charge (each 176 yards or part thereof)

Tariff 2 Hirings from ranks or “flag”

Hiring between 10pm and 7am

£3.60

20 pence

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)

Subsequent charge (each 150 yards or part thereof)

Tariff 2 also applies to hirings from ranks or “flag” between 6pm and 10pm December 24th, 
6pm and 10pm December 31st and between 7am 2nd January and 7am 3rd January

Tariff 3 Hiring from ranks or “flag” between 10pm 24th December and 7am 27th December and 10pm 
31st December and 7am 2nd January

£4.20

20 pence

Initial Charge (860 yards or part thereof)

Subsequent Charge (each 120 yards or part thereof)

Soiling Charge – £100 maximum (with permission to display warning signs indicating  that there may be an additional charge 
for any potential loss of earnings suffered  as a consequence)

Waiting Time – 35 pence per minute commencement of journey, charged on a pro rate basis per second 

Taxi called by means of telephone – 30 pence additional charge

Large Mini-bus type vehicles (carrying 5 or more passengers together at their own request) –

a) Where Tariff 1 would apply – charge Tariff 2 

b) Where Tariff 2 would apply – charge Tariff 3 

c) Where Tariff 3 would apply – Surcharge £1.00 

Fee by negotiation – for all journeys commencing within but finishing outwith Argyll & Bute, in a place of the above charges, 
such fares may be charged as prior to the  acceptance of the hire, were proposed to the hirer and accepted by him/her

Ferry Fares – The hirer shall be liable for the cost of a return ferry fare for any journey involving a ferry

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02564/PP Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellinghouses 
and formation of vehicular access

Land South of Arinagour Primary 
School Carnan Road Arinagour Isle 
of Coll Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

15/02694/PP Upgrading of tennis courts Atlantis Leisure Dalriach Road Oban 
Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

15/02713/PP Erection of replacement dwellinghouse, 
detached garage and workshop

White Cottage Scoor Bunessan Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA67 6DW 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

15/02765/PP Change of use from dwellinghouse to guest 
house, alterations and erection of single 
storey rear extension

Balephetrish House U84 Hillcrest 
Road Balephetrish Isle of Tiree 
Argyll and Bute PA77 6UY

Tiree Area Office

15/02793/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and shed Land Approx 700 Metres North East 
of North Ardnaclach Farm Appin 
Argyll and Bute PA38 4BA 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

15/02823/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage, installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Land South of Kilsyth Craignure Isle 
of Mull Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/02889/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 12/01860/PPP (Site for the 
erection of 2 dwellinghouses)

Land West of The Cottars Dalmally 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 

RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02677/PP Erection of flatted development (amended 
design relative to planning permission 
reference 15/00245/PP)

Land North of Oban Congregational 
Church Tweeddale Street Oban 
Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

15/02840/LIB Internal alterations to bedroom 4 Iona Abbey Isle of Iona Argyll and 
Bute PA76 6SQ 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02478/PP Construction of run-of-river hydro scheme Ballygrant Quarry Ballygrant Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

15/02659/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage, including formation of vehicular 
access and installation of private drainage 
system

Land East of Gortanachuirn Farm 
Bruichladdich Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, AS AMENDED
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING OF A REVOCATION 
ORDER OR MODIFICATION ORDER
PLANNING PERMISSION FOR ERECTION OF 6 SEMI-DETACHED DWELLINGHOUSES 
(RENEWAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION 07/01748/DET) AT LAND NORTH EAST OF 
TIGH NA CREAG, PULPIT ROCK, OBAN, ARGYLL AND BUTE
REFERENCE NUMBER: 12/02748/PP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an order under section 65 of the Town and Country 

Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permission.

The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s 

opinion will be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.

Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a 

person appointed by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish Ministers, Planning and Architecture 

Division, Planning Decisions, 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ,  not later than 26th November 2015.

If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and 

Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 on 10th December 2015 without being confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.

Date: 29th October 2015

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
ARGYLL AND BUTE DEVELOPMENT PLAN: SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA): ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 18 (1) (C) OF THE PLANNING ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 
2006 AND UNDER SECTION 16 (2) OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2005

Argyll and Bute Council has revised the Environmental Report (Strategic Environmental Assessment) that accompanies 
the adopted Local Development Plan, to include an annex relating to draft Supplementary Guidance. 

The Environmental Report together with the draft Supplementary Guidance can be viewed at 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp 

The consultation period on the above documents has been extended and will now run until the 27th November 2015.

The documents will also be available to view in the Council Offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday. 

Please note responses must be received before 5pm on the 27th November 2015. Responses should be sent to Sheila McKenzie, 
Development and Infrastructure, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD or by emailing ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

If you require further information please telephone Sheila McKenzie on 01546 604158 or email ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

public notices

2015 AGM & Open Evening  
West Highland College, Fort William 

Tuesday 3rd November: 5.30 for 6.00pm 

 
 

 
01397 700090 

 

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR TEN

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Dougie MacLean

The man who 
shot Lincoln
Life-savers on 
two wheels
Reeling 
around the 
world

ON LIFE IN 

PERTHSHIRE

WE REVEAL THE WINNERS 
IN OUR READERS’  
WHISKY CHALLENGE

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH  

GHOST STORIES10



WINCHESTER SUITE one 
Winchester two seater sofa, 
three Winchester chairs and 
one Winchester stool, nearly 
new condition   £500 ono 
Telephone 07787 338576.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

BM 1500 POWER TRAINER 
used once   £70 ono Tele-
phone 07500 091112.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

G A R A G E / W O R K S H O P 
HEATER As new in box, 
Clarke’s 850 little devil 
garage/workshop heater 
cost £169 at screw fix   £80 
Telephone 01631 770394.
SLATE HEARTH Black slate 
hearth 122x58x5. Ideal for 
woodburner. Buyer collects   
£80 Telephone 01631 
720224.
TOWEL RADIATORS  two 
chrome radiators for central 
heating, excellent condition, 
Ardrishaig. mob 07958 
005852   £60 for both Tele-
phone 01546 606612.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PATCHWORK & QUILTING  
Good number of patchwork 
& quilting magazines, full 
with patterns & designs. Ex-
cellent conditions   £1 each 
Telephone 01852 300154.
POPULAR PATCHWORK 
A good number of popular 
patchwork magazines, full 
with designs and patterns. 
Excellent conditions   £1 
each Telephone 01852 
300154.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

KITCHEN TABLE 30” square 
pine table & 2 chairs   £25 
Telephone 01546 605374.
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HOT TUB BY 
JACUZZI,

 Takes 6 people, over 
30 jets, underwater 

light and cover lid. Mint 
condition. Argyllshire.

£4,750 ovno
07939 852361

(professional log 
cabin dismantled at 

negotiation)
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CHIMNEY SERVICESSCAFFOLDING

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PHOTOGRAPHYELECTRICAL SERVICES

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812
www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com
15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY 

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

BLINDS

STOVES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

PAINTING & DECORATING

like us on facebook
www.facebook.comobantimes

PERSONAL NOTICES

Thank you
St Johns Church Ballachulish 

would like to thank all who 
have donated to the graveyard 

fund over the last year.
Thank you from Iain MacKenzie

Happy 80th 
Birthday Nana

Lots of love 
Sophie, 

Morgan & Buster
xx   xx   xx

 BABY EQUIPMENT
EVA PERSONALISED 
MINNIE MOUSE Brand new 
Minnie Mouse pajamas with 
personalised name ‘EVA’ 
age 4-5 yrs (was sent wrong 
name)   £3 Telephone 01631 
770394.
PINK AND WHITE SCUM-
BLE BUG In as new con-
dition one careful owner, 
used indoors only, folds flat 
for storage suitable from 
12 months. RRP £30   £15  
Telephone 01631 770394.

 BICYCLES
PUMP Beto double action 
pump as new   £8 Telephone 
01631 565241.

 BUILDING / DIY
BENCH WOOD PLANES two 
9in bench wood planes also 
1 6in(Stanley) make  £20 
Telephone 01631 565241.
CABLE extension cable 
6amp hardly used  £5 Tele-
phone 01631 565241.
LADDERS  two part alumin-
ium ladder extending app 
25ft   £70 Telephone 01631 
565241.
NEW BUILD LEFT OVERS 
white powder coated steel 
loft hatch 1 hr fire rated.  As 
new never fitted.  Insulated 
and locking   £35  Telephone 
01852 500301.
TOOLS shed sale mixture of 
tools and bike bits various 
prices for quick sale   £5  
Telephone 01631565241.
TROLLY adjustable porters 
trolley 14 in x 3ft   £10 Tele-
phone 01631 565241.
VICE 3in jaw engineers 
vice    £5 Telephone 01631 
565241.

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

ISABELLA AMBASSADOR 
FULL Awning, 1000cm, vgc, 
complete, breathable ground 
sheet   £375 ono Telephone 
01631 770698 ².

 CHRISTMAS
XMAS TREES Christmas 
trees artificial three different 
sizes   £5 each Telephone 
01631 565241.

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
BAG North Face gents grey 
shoulder bag 40 x 40cm 
never used   £8 Telephone 
01631 565241.

GIRLS FULL LENGTH 
RIDING BOOTS  Full length 
- Harry Hall (as new) after 
6pm   £20 ono Telephone 
01631 570391.
HOLDALL Lowe Alpine hold-
all colour black slightly pad-
ded app 40l x 22.5w good 
condition   £8 Telephone 
01631 565241.
MANCHESTER CITY STRIP 
TOP  brand new J. Navas 
2014/15 home strip top. Age 
13-15 after 6pm   £35 ono 
Telephone 01631 570391.
WELLIES aigle wellingtons 
fits size 5-6 ladies green 
good condition   £15 Tele-
phone 01631 565241.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

HP COMPUTER in good 
condition, never used   
£99.99 Telephone 07773 
652445 or 01631 359186 ².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

CERAMIC PIG ceramic 
antique bed warmer (wally 
pig) govan no 02 written on 
it    £20 Telephone 01631 
565241.
CHISELS  set of 3 marpals 
wood chisels in holders   £10 
Telephone 01631 565241.
ELECTRIC FIRE coal effect 
electric fire with cream 
background and oak mantle 
surround   £30 Telephone 
01631 563303.
FRIDGE FREEZER Zanussi, 
85cm wide, 60cm deep, 
white, very good condition, 
call after 6pm   £20 Tele-
phone 01631 710588.
STEAM FLOOR CLEANER  
Homemaster Steam, 1 yr 
old, Ardrishaig, mob 07958 
005852   £30 Telephone 
01546 606612.
VAX DUO PRO STEAM 
CLEANER amazing steam 
cleaner do not confuse 
with cheaper steamers, on 
board tools, bottles of steam 
detergent inc. RRP £160 
new   £60 Telephone 01631 
770394.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS FOR SALE 
1 Dog, 1 Bitch, Ready Now   
Telephone 01855 841206.
PARROT  “Kookie”, 2 year 
old orange winged parrot 
comes with cage, a little shy 
but is now eating from hand, 
will come good with time, 
mob 07990 731845   £350 
Telephone 01631 564085.

WORKING COLLIE DOG  3 
years old, suitable for parks 
and rides on quad, mob 
07901 621015   Telephone 
01880 760265.

 EQUESTRIAN
BLACK COB FILLY “Lilly”, 
15 months, to make 14.2, 
15HH, chipped, wonderful 
nature in every way, live in/
out, mob 07990 731845   
£400 Telephone 01631 
564085.

 FIREARMS
AIR RIFLES(8)  including 
BSA, Webley, Feinworkbau, 
Original Model 52, ASI, 
Crossman, Daisy  Telephone 
07900 451216².

 FURNITURE
CHAIRS director chairs fold 
up for easy storage good 
condition   £10 Telephone 
01631 565241.
DINING CHAIRS set of four 
Ercol chairs, dark wood, 
excellent condition, for the 
set   £99 Telephone 01631 
570998.
DINING TABLE AND 
CHAIRS  Dark oak dining 
room table and six chairs, 
excellent condition  £99 ono. 
Telephone 01586 553373 or 
07743 190404
DOUBLE BED MATTRESS 
Memory foam double bed 
mattress.  Dreamworld 
supreme. Very Good condi-
tion   £35 Telephone 01631 
730086.
FUTON BED 6’ double bed 
turns into settee, multi-
coloured, v. good condition, 
Ardnamurchan   £99 Tele-
phone 01967 431634.
MIRROR Mirror wooden, 
surround is 3 cm thick size 
is 65 cm x 50cm in good 
condition   £10 Telephone 
01631 565241.
NAVY LEATHER 2 PIECE 
SUITE 1 x 3 seater couch, 1 
x 2 seater couch, both With 
recliners. Can be viewed. 
Buyer uplifts   £400 Tele-
phone 01631 570219 ².
PINE HI FI UNIT  with glazed 
door   £25 Telephone 01546 
605374.
PINE WARDOBE  double 
door pine wardrobe with 
drawers   £30 Telephone 
01631 563303.
TWO CORNER UNIT two Er-
col dark oak corner units with 
2 shelves and closed cup-
board doors £45 each   £90 
Telephone 01631563303.

 HOME OFFICE
EXECUTIVE DESK Exec-
utive office desk measures 
750x800x1500mm, 3draw-
ers right side, 1 drawer +file 
drawer left side. Excellent 
condition   £60 Telephone 
01852 300154.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BRASS DOOR HANDLE 
solid brass Victorian bath-
room door handle with lock 
set, boxed and new   £20 
Telephone 01631 720369.
HOOVER DISHWASHER  
10 place setting dishwasher. 
Works perfectly but not 
required after moving house. 
Offers invited   £25 Tele-
phone 07552 655651.
HOTPOINT TUMBLE DRIER 
Tumble drier no longer 
required after moving house, 
works perfectly. Offers invit-
ed   £25 Telephone 07552 
55651.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS PRO CURL New 
in Box as seen on TV.Cost 
£120 in Argos Would make 
an excellent Xmas gift   £80 
Telephone 01631 770394.

PAIR OF CASES Bought for 
£46 to use as cabin bags on 

once so in excellent condition, 
55.5 x 37.5 x 19, Oban   £25 
Telephone 07990 720713.
WELLIES wellies size 38 Aigle 
make good condition used 
twice   £15 Telephone 01631 
565241.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk, 

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

INFLATABLE DINGHY 2.7 

condition, with oars   £99 
Telephone 01852 500765.

ing, complete with harness   
£20 each Telephone 01852 
500765.
OUTBOARD BOAT ENGINE 
4hp Seagull long shaft, good 
running order   £60 Telephone 
07756 583067.

 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER + extras 
+ charger.  Not used for 2 years   
£250 ono Telephone 01499 
302097.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CAJON DRUM ADJUSTABLE 
SNARE Handmade Cajon. 
9 mm Birch Ply sides,5mm 
face. Responsive sound. Dark 

Easy snare mechanism   £95 
Telephone 01852 200209.
PINK 3/4 VIOLIN after 6pm   
£70 ono Telephone 01631 
570391.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CAMPING TABLES alumin-
ium camping folding tables 
3ft x 2ft  ex condition   £10 
Telephone 01631 565241.
COMPASS silva 15t the rang-
er compass in ex condition   
£12 Telephone 01631 565241.
COOL BOX cool box good 
size blue in colour good cond   
£10 Telephone 01631 565241.
OUTDOOR TRAMPOLINE  
15FT A 15ft outdoor trampo-
line in good condition. Call for 
more details   £30 Telephone 
01852 200209.
RUCKSACK Karrimor hot 
ice ks -60ht rucksack used 
twice bt in ex condition   £20 
Telephone 01631 565241.
SET OF LADIES GOLF 
CLUBS “Golden Bear” with 
bag, all in very good condition, 
comprising of woods 1, 3 and 
5 with covers, eight irons and 
putter   £95 ono Telephone 
01586 553054.
SKI BOOTS Ladies Salomen 
ski boots Size 4/5   £25 Tele-
phone 01546 605374.
SKI BOOTS gents ski boots 
size 8   £25 Telephone 01546 
605374.
STOVE hi gear butane stone 
stove  with cylinder good for 
camping  small size good con-
dition   £8 Telephone 01631 
565241.
WADING STAFF AND BOOTS 

shoes size 7-8 shoes are in 
good condition with studs on 
heels   £5 Telephone 01631 
565241.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

INKJET PHOTO PAPER 100 
x A4 high gloss premium inkjet 
photo paper   £4 Telephone 
01546 605374.

 TOYS AND GAMES
SCALEXTRICS TRACK 
WITH 2 CARS A lot of 
Scalextrics track with 2 cars in 
good condition. Call for more 
information   £40 Telephone 
01852 200209.

 WANTED
4 STROKE ENGINES lawn-
mowers etc, condition not 
important, for engineering 
students training purposes    
Telephone 07555 703747 ².
WANTED CANOES open Ca-
nadian canoes, any condition 
considered, after 6pm call 
Telephone 01631 562498 ².

KITCHEN 
CONTENTS 
FOR SALE

All units in light oak 
and include:

One shelved base 
corner unit, two shelved 
double base units, one 
four drawer base unit, 

one shelved narrow 
base unit, one shelved 
sink unit with sink and 

drainer, one double wall 
shelved glass unit, two 

double wall shelved 
units, two single wall 

shelved units, one 
wall corner shelved 
unit, built in fridge 

and freezer, one gas 
hob, one electric oven 
and grill, one built in 
extractor fan and unit 
and three worktops.

Open to offers
For more details or to 
view, telephone 07500 
091112 (Campbeltown).
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www.facebook.comobantimes

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Advertising  executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk
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Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter

Steven Rae
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter

Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Amanda Crawford
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 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead
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Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all 
publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall 
be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund 
or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 

paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 

termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MEMORIALS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATIONS

Thought for the week
IT was one of the most amazing 
nature programmes I have ever 
seen.
It was about butterflies. 
I have seen many superb pho-
tography shots of these beautiful 
creatures, but I had never ac-
tually witnessed the wonder of 
their ‘new birth’.
This programme enabled us to 
be midwives at this most won-
derful moment.
The caterpillar was a rather 
ungainly creature hampered 
by a cumbersome body that 
weighed him down. But when 

the time was right he began to 
spin a cocoon around himself, 
and once he was cradled in this, 
the most spectacular event took 
place.
With violent shaking the 
chrysalis burst open, and from it 
emerged the most glorious fully 
formed butterfly.
With his molecules rearranged 
in the same body, he had met-
amorphosed into something 
totally different, yet the same.
The commentator said, ‘He has 
no need of this old body now’.
We often use the analogy of 

the butterfly to speak of resur-
rection into new life, and how 
appropriate this image is.
‘When the time is right’, we 
know that we too have to let go 
of our earthly body, which also 
may be cumbersome and weigh 
us down. We cannot know what 
our new body will be like. It will 
certainly be different. It will not 
be constrained by the limitations 
of this world.
Yet we may well be a bit afraid of 
this concept of ‘new birth’.
We are often afraid of the 
unknown and like to cling to the 

familiar things of life.
Yet in our first birth we left the 
safety and silence of our moth-
er’s womb, to be shaken into a 
different world. We left a world 
which held us and cradled us and 
nourished us for a world that was 
quite different.
We learned to live in this world 
and indeed grew to like it.
Why should we fear our new 
birth, especially when we look at 
a butterfly.                    

              
                With Marilyn Shedden

Georgina & Katrina Durie
Congratualtions to twin sisters Katrina and Georgina Durie who both graduated from Glasgow University. 

Katrina graduated with a BSc in Psychology and Georgina with an MA (Hons) in Celtic Studies and English 
Language. Katrina and Georgina are the daughters of Andy and Karen Durie and former pupils of Tobermory 

High and Salen Primary School.

The  ideal gift...
Scottish 

Calendars 2016

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Total £

Calendar

£11.95

Arran Banner
  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

Obituary - Margaret McDonald

MARGARET MCDONALD: 
Known as Maggie May, 
whose funeral was on 

Monday

THE FUNERAL of pop-
ular Oban FM presenter 
Margaret McDonald, known 
as Maggie May, was held on 
Monday at Oban’s Parish 
Church. 

Margaret died last Tuesday, 
following a battle with can-
cer. 

Her niece, Mary Doherty, 
who lives in Ireland, spoke 
to the Oban Times and paid 
tribute to her. 

She said: ‘I lived in Oban 
many years ago and moved 
to Glasgow where I spent 
many a year with my auntie 
Margaret. She was a lady and 
always a ray of sunshine. 

‘I moved over here to Ire-
land and she moved back to 

Oban.
‘She was diagnosed with 

lung cancer about six months 
ago, and sailed through 
chemotherapy and radiother-
apy and was on the mend. 

‘But recently, around June, 
she was told the dreaded 
news it had spread to her 
liver and within four weeks, 
God called her home.

‘She has left people from 
all walks of life, including 
family and friends who loved 
her dearly. She will always be 
in my thoughts and prayers. 
May she rest in peace.’ 

The presenter’s catch-
phrase sign-off from her 
radio show, ‘cheerie bubbles’ 
was well known in the town, 

RUBY WEDDING

MACKINNON - David to 
Eileen (née Shanley), at 
Onich Parish Church by Rev 
James Kerr on November 
1, 1975. Present Address: 
Marine House, Onich.

DEATHS

BAIN - Peacefully, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on October 21, 2015, 
aged 84 years, Evelyn, of 
Aros Close, Oban, (formerly 
of Douglas, Dundee), wife 
of the late Andrew Bain, 
mother to Muriel, Myra and 
Andrew. Funeral will take 
place at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 
on Friday, October 30, 2015 
at 1.00 p.m. Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Rest in 
peace.
BAKER - Peacefully at 
Victoria Hospital, Rothesay, 
on Saturday, October 24, 
2015, John, formerly of 
Ballygrant, Islay, loving 
husband of Margaret, dearly 
loved dad of Catrina, Derek 
and Aileen. Funeral service 
will be held in Kilmorich 
Parish Church, Cairndow on 
Thursday, October 29 at 12 
noon, interment thereafter at 
Kilmorich Cemetery. Family 

desired to Prostrate Scotland. 
CRUICKSHANKS - Sadly, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on  October  
26, 2015, Geraldine, daughter 
of the late Donald and Maud 
Cruickshanks and loving 
partner of the late Sammy.
GALLERY - Dunstan 
Gallery BSc(Hons)
FBDO MCOptom  (Islay’s 
Optometrist) Peacefully at 
Islay Hospital Dunstan (Dud) 
aged  64yrs  beloved  husband 
of Trish and dearly loved 
father of John, Kirsty and 
late  Kevin and much loved 
brother, brother in law and 
uncle to all the family. Funeral 
Service to be held in St John’s 
church Port Ellen on Tuesday 
the 3rd November at 11.30am 
and thereafter to Kilnaughton 
Cemetery all family and 
friends respectfully invited. 
Deeply missed by all family 
and friends.
MUIR - Peacefully on 
Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
at home, with her family 
by her side, aged 74, Isabel 
Muir.  Beloved wife of Alan, 
a loving mother, nana and 
great nana.  Funeral Service 
will be held at 12 noon on 
Monday, November 2, 2015 
at Inverness Crematorium.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACLEOD - As husband 
and family of the late Dr 
Sheena Macleod (née 
Ross), we wish to thank all 
those who have expressed 
sympathy on our recent 

bereavement, by letter, email, 
condolence card, or phone call, 
or just by speaking to us in 
Tesco or in the street, for their 
kind words concerning Sheena 
which have been a great source 
of strength to us. We would 
also like to thank everyone 
who supported us by attending 
Sheena’s funeral at St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban at Cardross 
Crematorium, or at both; also 
those who, although unable to 
be present , assured us that they 
would be thinking of us at the 
time or by being in their local 
churches to remember her and 
pray for her; also thank Provost 
Nicki McNelly of St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban for conducting 
the services at St John’s and 
at the Crematorium and for 
many other kinds of help and 
support; the Revd Ian Walter, 
for help and support; and Mr 
Norman Nicholson, organist, 
and the choir of St John’s, for 
their high standard of music 
at the funeral. We would like 
also to thank doctors and 
nurses in attendance at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
during Sheena’s last hours; 
and Catriona MacFarlane and 
other staff of Hamish Hoey and 
Son, Funeral Directors, who 
lifted much of the work and 
worry of running the funeral 
off the family’s shoulders. 
We also wish to acknowledge 
kind donations at the Retiring 
Collection, which raised £167 
for St John’s Cathedral.

MEMORIAMS

AITCHISON - In loving 
memory of William, a dear 
brother and uncle who passed 
away October 30, 2014.
The many things you did for us
In your kind and loving way
Give us memories to treasure
As we think of you each day.
- Betty, Mallaig and Rona, 
Peter and Mairi, Rothesay.
BROWN - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
husband, father, father-in-law 
and grandfather, Jimmy who 
passed away on November 1, 
2006.
Everyday in some small way,
Memories of you come our 
way,
Though absent, you are always 
near,
Still missed, loved and always 
dear.
- From Mary and family, 
Invercoe, Glencoe.
HILL - In loving memory of 
a beloved husband, father and 
devoted seanair, John who died 
on October 29, 2013. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Babs and family
MACLACHLAN - Precious 
memories of a loving dad and 
grampa Ian, who died October 
29, 1990.
Missed and remembered 
always.
- Christine, Alasdair and family, 
Blairgowrie and Muir of Ord

MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker) who 
died October 29, 2009.
A dearly loved husband, dad 
and granpa. Sadly missed.
Love always 
- Petra, Duncan and family 
xxx
SMITH - Loving thoughts of 
my husband David who died 
November 1, 2005.
A memory is a keepsake of 
time that lives forever in the 
heart.
- Floey
WELSH - In loving memory 
of our mum, nana and great-
nana, Jessie who died October 
27, 2005.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
- The Welsh family

BISHOP John Keenan from the diocese of Paisley came to Dalmally 
to say a special Mass celebrating Craig Lodge’s 25th anniversary. 
Calum and Mary Anne MacFarlane-Barrow turned their guest house 
into a retreat centre after a pilgrimage experience to Medjugorje.

A community has since grown up around Craig Lodge that runs 
the retreats and works with families and young people.  They have 
a particular outreach to the young people of the diocese of Argyll 
and the Isles and take a group each year on pilgrimage to Iona.

BISHOP John Keenan from the diocese of Paisley

with many using it in online 
tributes.  

Close friend Morvyn Bell 
contacted the Oban Times 
to pay her respects, saying: 
‘Maggie was a true and loyal 
friend who will be sorely 
missed by all who knew her.

‘She had a terrific sense 
of humour and knew how 
to cheer you up no matter 
what the situation. She was 
extremely family orientated 
and although I didn’t meet 
all her family, I felt as if I 
knew each and every one of 
them due to all the times she 
spoke about them. She is a 
huge loss to everyone as she 
was such a great character. 
Cheerie bubbles, Maggie.’

Special Mass Celebrating Craig 
Lodge’s 25th Anniversary



22 SPORT Thursday 29 October, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Shinty

Football

Shawlands       1
Oban Saints       6
SAFL Premier Division

Shinty

Shawlands hit for six by super Saints

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1300
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

D Brown
Hamilton Drive
Erskine

T Kirsop
Ballachullish

SAINTS’ rich vein of form con-
tinued last Saturday with an em-
phatic 6-1 away league win over 
Shawlands FP at the excellent 
facilities at Lochinch Police Club 

PENALTY KING: Saints skipper Donnie Campbell scores his second spot kick of the day
Photos and match report: Derek Black

in Pollok Country Park. Heavy 
over night rain forced a switch 
of playing surface from grass to 
4G. However, the new artificial 
surface was top quality with the 
added bonus of substantial width, 
which Saints would use to good 
advantage throughout the match. 
 Manager Alex Craik’s plans 
received a set-back on the eve 

of the match with illness forcing 
Martin Bonar out of the squad, 
Allan Mackay withdrew for fam-
ily reasons and Keith Millar was 
on holiday. However, Alex was 
able to name the same starting 
11 which knocked East Kilbride 
Rolls Royce out of the West 
of Scotland Cup last week and 
still have Ross Maitland, Shaun 
MacIver, Dougal Graham and 
himself on the bench.

The D & K Lafferty-sponsored 
Oban side started strongly 
with Donnie Campbell forcing 
Shawlands goalkeeper and team 
captain Anthony Curran to palm 
a stinging drive round his right 
hand post in the first minute. 
From the resulting corner, Cur-
ran punched clear but only as far 
as Scott Maitland who fired in 
a low shot narrowly wide of the 
keeper’s left hand post. 

The movement and interplay of 
the Saints front three of Lewis 
Cameron, Dean Smith and Craig 
MacEwan was already posing 
problems for the Shawlands 
defence, which sat deep also 
allowing space for Donnie 
Campbell and Willie Gemmell to 
push forward from midfield. 

The Saints passing opened 
up the Shawlands defence time 
after time and it was only going 
to be a matter of time before they 
opened the scoring.

The visitors eventually made the 
breakthrough in the 36th minute 
when Lewis Cameron and Dean 
Smith linked up on the edge 
of the Shawlands box to slip in 
Donnie Campbell for a tidy right 

foot finish past the hopelessly 
exposed keeper Curran.

The lead was extended just 
three minutes later when David 
McArthur made a terrific run 
up the right wing and delivered a 
dangerous low cross to the near 
post where Craig MacEwan was 
quickest to react, guiding the ball 
past the despairing dive of the 
Shawlands keeper and into the 
bottom corner of the net.

Saints ended a dominant first 
half performance with another 
Donnie Campbell shot in time 
added on for stoppages, which 
keeper Curran saved comforta-
bly.

Manager Alex Craik sent out 
the same 11 to start the second 
half looking for an early goal to 
kill the game and warning them 
that complacency would be the 
biggest threat to their lead.

Shawlands adopted a higher 
defensive line in the second half 
which had the desired effect of 
keeping the Saints attack at bay 
for the first 10 minutes with the 

game going through a relatively 
quiet spell. 

Dean Smith tried his luck with 
a shot from the edge of the box 
which was deflected behind 
for a corner. Lewis Cameron’s 
outswinger from the right was 
punched clear by the Shawlands 
keeper but the ball was quickly 
returned by Paul Kerr.

Penalty kick
Paul picked out Dean Smith 

who turned neatly on the edge of 
the box but his progress was ar-
rested just inside the area giving 
referee Stuart Cormack an easy 
decision to award a penalty kick.

Donnie Campbell accepted the 
responsibility for the spot kick 
and calmly sent Anthony Curran 
the wrong way to give Saints a 
56th minute three-goal lead.

A sloppy pass from Thomas Mc-
Culloch almost gave Shawlands 
an unlikely foothold in the game 
but after making a good intercep-
tion, Kevin Mooney steered his 
shot wide of target, much to the 
relief of the Saints keeper. 

The Oban side scored the goal 
of the match in the 67th minute. 
Good pressing in midfield by 
Willie Gemmell won possession 
inside the Shawlands half. Willie 
then strode purposefully forward 
and picked out Donnie Campbell 
on the edge of the Shawlands box. 
Donnie took a touch to his right 
opening up space for him to curl 
a delightful right foot shot into 
the postage stamp corner past the 
stationary keeper for his second 
consecutive hat-trick.

Manager Craik rang the changes 
shortly afterwards withdrawing 
Dean Smith, Lewis Cameron and 
David McArthur, and replacing 
them with Shaun MacIver, Ross 
Maitland and Dougal Graham 
who was making his first com-
petitive outing of the season after 
recovering from injury.

Two minutes later Shaun 
MacIver made his first telling 
contribution, bursting into the 
Shawlands box before being cyn-
ically brought down by a heavy 
challenge by goalkeeper Curran. 

‘The passing and running off  the ball was excellent’

Mr McCormack immediately 
pointed to the spot and while 
Shaun recieved treatment for his 
injuries issued a yellow card to 
the Shawlands keeper. Donnie 
Campbell comfortably converted 
his second penalty kick of the 
game to make the score 6-0 to 
the visitors.

Despite the warning, compla-
cency finally cost Saints a clean 
sheet in the 84th minute when 
Mark Watt pounced on a loose 
ball in midfield and, catching 
central defensive pair Jamie Gra-
ham and Dene Cassells square, 
rounded Thomas McCulloch to 
give the home side a consolation 
goal.

Recovering from this minor set 
back, Saints went in search of a 
seventh goal but were denied 
right at the death when a cheeky 
Craig MacEwan back header 
from a Ross Maitland cross was 
headed off the line by Paul Mc-
Gowan.

The match, which had started 
in heavy rain and ended in bright 
sunshine, was brought to an end 
by referee McCormack whose 
task was made easy by both sides 
who played the match in good 
spirit throughout.

Manager Alex Craik said: ‘I 
thought we played some good 
football today. The passing and 
running off the ball was excellent. 
The boys are working hard for 
each other and it’s now starting 
to pay dividends.’

BROTHERS IN BEARDS: Oban Saints defender Jamie Graham and
Shawlands striker Kevin Mooney show off  their impressive facial 

hair during last Saturday’s match at Lochinch

WITH most of the sport in Oban 
being cancelled as a result of 
bad weather, the rain stayed off 
just long enough for Oban Saints 
Under 16s to put seven goals past 
Milngavie.

The youngsters defeated their 
East Dumbartonshire opposition 
7 -2 on the community pitch at 
Oban High School in a league 
match last Saturday.

Saints opened the scoring 
through Bepe Lopez, but their 
lead didn’t last long because of 
an error of judgement from Oban 
goalkeeper Cammy MacMillan, 
gifting a chance for the Milngav-
ie striker which he could not miss 
making the score 1 -1.

Saints came back into the game 
and started to dominate posses-
sion.

Lewis Buchanan capitalised on 
a loose ball in the opposition’s 
box and, with a first time strike, 
slotted the ball into the bottom 
corner to regain the lead.

Ruaridh Horne then scored in 
spectacular fashion, acrobatical-
ly plucking the ball out of the air, 
with an overhead kick securing 
a two-goal cushion for the Oban 
side.

Saints made it four just before 

half time. After defending a 
corner, they broke on the counter 
attack. Lewis Buchanan made 
a clever run that was perfectly 
picked out by Craig Easton and, 
with only the keeper to beat, 
Lewis rolled the ball into the 
back of the net to make the half 
time score 4-1.

It was the visitors who scored 
the first goal of the second half 
to make it 4 -2, but their joy didn’t 
last long. After they cleared from 
a corner, the ball fell kindly for  
Lewis Buchanan who completed 
his hat- trick with a 20-yard first 
time volley that whistled passed 
the helpless goalkeeper.

Lewis McPhee made it six for 
Saints after he successfully got 
on the end of a Lewis Buchanan 
cross.

Then Kenny MacDonald got 
the last of the goals when he ran 
past two defenders and thumped 
the ball into the back of the 
net, leaving the keeper with no 
chance.

Milngavie were reduced to 10 
men in the closing minutes when 
one of their players was shown 
the red card for foul and abusive 
language towards the referee.

The game finished 7- 2 in favour 
of Saints.

Youth footballOban Saints       7
Milngavie       2
DFDL - Under 16s

HAT-TRICK HERO: Lewis Buchanan, left, volleys the ball home

ON THE BALL: Saints Under 14 striker Aidan MacPhee powers his 
way forward during last Saturday’s 2-1 win over Dumbarton

United at the community pitch at Oban High School

OBAN Camanachd return to 
league business this Saturday  
after the international break 
when Kingussie are the visitors 
to Mossfield Stadium.
 A win for either team would 
ensure premier division status. 
For the loser there is the scenario 
of having to play-off against Kil-
mallie to see who plays in the top 
flight next season.
 The Oban side is still without 
Craig MacMillan, Keith MacMil-
lan and Andrew ‘Papa’ McCuish 
for this important fixture,  
although they welcome back 
Daniel Cameron who was part of 
the successful international team 
which beat Ireland last weekend.
 Camanachd go into this game 
on a good run of form and are 
confident of achieving the win 
that would see them retain their 
premiership status.
 For Kingussie, this is an unu-
sual position to be in for a club 
that had dominated shinty for 

so many years. They have never 
played outside of the top division.
 Oban Camanachd team man-
ager Ian Hay commented: ‘The 
importance of the game cannot 
be overstated for both clubs. We 
look forward to the game as we 
are in good form but we will not 
underestimate Kingussie who 
have a proud record in the game.’

Repeat
 The last time the teams met at 
Kingussie, the Oban side won 2-1 
to secure the points so a repeat 
of that result is what the red and 
blacks will be looking for.
 The game at Mossfield throws-
up at 2pm.
 The three fixtures scheduled for 
South Division One last weekend 
were postponed because of 
unplayable pitches which meant 
Lochside Rovers, Oban Cama-
nachd’s second team, still remain 
top of the league, two points clear 
of Bute. But the islanders have a 
game in hand and a better goal 

difference making them favour-
ites for the title.
 Lochside’s remaining fixture is 
away to Glenorchy, while Bute 
play Strachur at home and end 
with an away game against Oban 
Celtic who, on their day, are a 
match for any team making for an 
interesting finish to the season.
 Lochside Rovers manager Ga-
reth Evans was honoured at the 
annual Marine Harvest shinty 
awards in Inverness last Friday 
evening. Gareth was named 
South Division One Manager of 
the Year.
 He said: ‘We’ve had a great 
season so far, winning the J C 
Cameron Trophy, reaching the 
final of the Sutherland Cup and 
are still in with a shout of winning 
the league
 ‘I am delighted to have been 
given this award which I share 
with everyone at the club. I would 
especially like to thank my team 
coach David McCuish for all 
his help this season. He’s been 
immense.’ 
 However, there was disappoint-
ment when the youth develop-
ment system at the club was not 
recognised at this year’s Marine 
Harvest Awards.
 A club spokesman said: ‘We 
have two really good teams at 
under 14 and under 17 level, and 
have enjoyed a fair bit of success 
so are disappointed that this was 
not recognised. However, we will 
continue to develop these young 
players and hopefully they will 
progress to play for Lochside and 
then Oban Camanachd at the top 
level of the game.’ 

CONGRATULATIONS: Steven Bracken of Marine Harvest presents 
Oban Celtic’s Daniel Madej with the South Division One player of 
the Year award.  As Lochside Rovers manager Gareth Evans was 

unable to be at the ceremony, Daniel also picked up his Manager 
of the Year award 

SCOTLAND shinty captain 
John Barr was presented with 
the inaugural Donald Campbell 
Memorial Kilt Pin by Michael 
Campbell.

Donald Campbell was born 
at Kiltarlity in 1927 and played 
shinty, as his father and uncles 
did, first for the junior team at 
Glenconvinth School and then at 
Tomnacross School.

He played for Lovat junior team 
and progressed to the senior team 
playing in the 1953 era which 

saw Lovat Shinty Club sweep 
the boards by way of trophies.  
He also served as treasurer and 
secretary of the  Camanachd  
Association.  He held a lifelong 
passion for shinty and for his 
team Lovat.

This hand-crafted silver kilt 
pin is donated by his son Michael 
Campbell in his memory and is 
awarded to the captain of the 
Scotland senior team.

HONOUR: Michael Campbell hands over the Donald Campbell 
Memorial Kilt Pin to Scotland captain John Barr
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Fixtures 

Results

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts 
Skye  12     11      1        0      58      10      23
Kilmallie 12      9       1        2      51      16      19     
Glasgow MA 12      6       1        5      25      23      13
Caberfeidh 12      4       3        5      29      22      11
Beauly  12      5       1        6      29      31      11 
Inverness 12      2       2        8      17      32       6 
Ballachulish 12      0       1       11      4       79       1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P        W        D         L       F       A      Pts      
Fort William 16      13        1        2      59      27      27
Newtonmore 15      10        4        1      73      22      24 
Kingussie 16       8         4        4      55      29      20
Glenurquhart 16       8         2        6      27      34      18
Strathglass 15       7         3        5      42      38      17  
Beauly  16       6         2        8      27      34      14 
Kinlochshiel 16       4         4        8      25      54      12
Lovat  16       3         1       12     22      55      7
Lochcarron 16       1         1       14     24      61      3

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D        L        F         A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 17     15       0        2       68       21      30 
Bute  16     13       2        1       66        8       28 
Oban Celtic 16     11       1        4       52       25      23
Inveraray 18     10       2        6       40       33      22
Aberdour 18      7        1       10       27       38      15
Kyles Athletic 17      7        1        9       34       51      15
Taynuilt  18      6        2      10       31       49      14
Glenorchy 17      4        3       10      21       56      9* 
Stachur  17      3        3       11      24       48      5*
Kilmory  18      1         3        14       17        51       3*

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
  P       W      D        L        F        A      Pts
Skye  18     15       2        1        73      19      32
Glengarry 18     10       2        6        60      35      22
Lochaber 18     11       0        7        66      22      21*
Aberdeen Uni 18      9        3        6        62      39      21
Caberfeidh 18      9        2        7        57      42      19* 
Kilmallie 18    10        0        8        40      41      17* 
Boleskine 18      8        1        9        53      61      16*
Lewis  18      7        0      11        35      69      14 
Inverness 18      3        2      13        20      81       8
Strathspey 18      2        0      16        18      65       3*

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                P       W      D       L        F       A      Pts
Col Glen  14      10      2        2       52      19      22
Tayforth  14       10       1         3        58       30       20*
Glasgow MA 14       7       2        5       52      26      15*
Bute  14       7       0        7       35      45      12* 
Oban Lorn 14       6       0        8       29      36      11* 
Glenorchy 14       4       2        8       21      38       9* 
Ballachulish 13       4       2        7       16      39       5* 
Aberdour 13       2       1      10       20      50       3

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty 
news and views

and photographs

Marine Harvest Premiership
  P       W        D        L       F        A     Pts
Newtonmore 16     15       0        1      57      12      30
Kyles Athletic 16     11       2        3      54      22      24
Glenurquhart 18      9        4        5      39      34      22
Lochaber 18      7        3        8      34      44      17
Lovat  18      6        4        8      38      38      16
Kinlochshiel 18      6        4        8      30      44      16
Fort William 18      6        3        9      27      41      15  
Kingussie 17      5        3        9      24      33      13
Oban Camanachd 15      4        4        7      20      26      12
Inveraray  17      2        3      12      19      45       7  
 

*points adjustment

*points adjustment

*points adjustment

Shinty/hurling

Successful day for the Scots in 
Inverness

Scotland                            24
Ireland                               14
Shinty/Hurling

Marine Harvest
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland 3 – 15 (24) 
Ireland 2-8 (14)

Marine Harvest Under 21 
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland    1 – 3 (6)      
Ireland 5 – 10 (25)
     
Marine Harvest
Shinty Camogie Challenge
Scotland 5 – 4 (19)  
Kildare 0-1 (1)

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute P - P Strachur  
Unplayable field
Glenorchy P - P Lochside Rovers 
Unplayable field

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish P - P Aberdour 
Unplayable field

Saturday October 31
Marine Harvest Premiership
Newtonmore v Kyles Athletic 
Deek Cameron
Oban Camanachd v Kingussie 
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass v Newtonmore  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glenorchy v Lochside Rovers 
Lachie Wood
Kyles Athletic v Oban Celtic 
Alan Harrison

Saturday October 31
Marine Harvest National 
Under 17 League – London 

Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore 
Archie Ritchie - 12pm
at Castle Leod, Strathpeffer

Throw ups 2.30pm unless stated

SCOTLAND manager Ronald 
Ross was delighted to build on the 
Scots’ home victory of 2014 in the 
Marine Harvest International, 
with an impressive 24-14 win over 
Ireland’s hurlers on Saturday.

In front of around 2,000 sup-
porters at Bught Park, Inverness, 
Ross’ players stuck manfully to 
the game-plan and enjoyed a 
comfortable victory over Jeffrey 
Lynsey’s senior men.

As ever, the green and whites 
will be hopeful of a reversal on 
home soil and the Scottish play-
ers will be mindful of the second 
international at Croke Park in 
Dublin on November 21. 

However, after a solid and 
eye-catching performance, na-
tional coach Ross says the Scots 
deserve to travel with confidence.

‘The first half performance was 
as good as we’ve had for Scot-
land. We played some really good 
shinty. We wanted to make home 
advantage count and we did. It 
was nice to collect the trophy. 

‘The good thing is that we now 
have a month before the next 
game. We can re-group and work 
towards that. Ireland will want 
to make up for the result, but 
the players showed what they 
are capable of. Man for man, I 
thought we did very well and we 
had no failures. The players de-
serve to feel confident after that 
performance.’

The autumn sun was streaming 
across Bught Park when the sen-
ior side took the field, with mixed 
blessings for the Scots prior to 
the headline game. Stuart Reid’s 
senior women built on their 
recent shinty/camogie success 
with an impressive 19-1 defeat of 
a Kildare camogie select. Garry 
Reid’s Under 21s didn’t enjoy 
the same fortune in the Under 
21 international, falling 25-6 to 
a highly skilful and fast Ireland 
side.

After that, it was all about the 
senior contest and the match 
started in typical frenetic fashion, 
with neither side keen to concede 
any advantage.

Kevin Bartlett started what 

THE 2015 Marine Harvest National Shinty 
Award winners were announced on Friday 
October 23 at a ceremony and dinner in the 
Drumossie Hotel, Inverness. 

The awards were presented by Marine Harvest’s 
business support manager Steve Bracken.

Winners were: Coach of the Year - John 
MacRitchie, Lovat Shinty Club; Player of the 
Year - Grant Irvine, Kyles Athletic; Club of the 
Year 2015 - Skye Camanachd.

League coaches and player awards: 
Premiership Coach of the Year - Paul John 
MacKintosh, Newtonmore; National Division 
Coach of the Year - John MacLeod, Skye; South 
Division 1 Coach of the Year  - Gareth Evans, 
Lochside Rovers; North Division 1 Coach of 
the Year - Cammy MacDonald, Newtonmore; 
South Division 2 Coach of the Year - Jimmy 
Edgar, Col Glen; North Division 2 Coach of the 
Year - Davie Pringle, Skye; Premiership Player 
of the Year - Glen MacKintosh, Newtonmore; 
National Division Player of the Year - Jordan 
Murchison, Skye; South Division 1 Player of 
the Year - Daniel Madej, Oban Celtic; North 
Division 1 Player of the Year - Callum Stewart, 
Newtonmore; South Division 2 Player of the 
Year - Finlay Stark, Tayforth; North Division 2 

Player of The Year - Steven Cameron, Glengarry.
Women’s Awards: Volunteer of the Year – 

Marion Gillies, Skye; Development League 
Team of the Year 2015 - Fort William; National 
Division 2 Team of the Year - Ardnamurchan;  
National Division 1 Team of the Year - Glasgow 
Mid Argyll; Development League Player of the 
Year - Hannah Johnson, Inverness; National 
Division 2 Player of the Year - Morgan Redpath, 
Strathglass;  National Division 1 Player of the 
Year 2015 - Emma Gordon, Skye

Youth Awards: Coach of the Year - Victor Smith 
and Ali Clark, Fort William; Under 14 Player of 
the Year - Ryan Boyle, Fort William;  Under 17 
Player of the Year - Danny Kelly, Lovat; Under 21 
Player of the Year - Fraser Heath, Glenurquhart;  
Donella Crawford Award for Youth and Schools 
- Graeme MacDiarmid, Glasgow Kelvin. 
Volunteer:  William Paterson Salver Volunteer 
of the Year - Helen MacLennan, Glenurquhart.
Referees: The Johnny ‘Ach’ MacRae Quaich 
Referee of the Year - Deek Cameron, Fort 
William;  Emerging Referee of the Year - Willie 
MacDonald, Fort William.

Fairplay Award - 1 Team Club - Lewis 
Camanachd; Two Team Club - Kyles Athletic.

Media: Media Award – Press & Journal.

went on to become a pattern of 
well executed two-point hits from 
the ground, in five minutes.  His 
Irish counterpart, Zane Keenan 
of Laios, was equally as accurate.  
In total, Lovat forward Bartlett 
hit 10 points from ground hits, 
helping the Scots build a 22-4 
lead at the interval that ultimate-
ly proved unassailable.

Keenan’s hitting was just as 
noteworthy. He amassed all 
Ireland’s first half points and 
went on to further success in the 
second half. Nevertheless, the 
opening period was all about 
Scotland. Sandwiched between 
Bartlett’s hits and a single point 
strike from Liam MacDonald of 
Kilmallie were three vital goals 
and a two-pointer from Newton-
more’s Steven MacDonald.

Glen Mackintosh, who the night 
before received the Marine Har-
vest Premiership Player of the 
Year award, struck a three-point 
goal with an excellent flashed 
shot.  Eoin Reilly had little hope 
of stopping the effort and he 
also watched Liam MacDonald’s 
similar strike whistle past him. 

New cap Fraser Heath’s goal 
perhaps didn’t have the venom 
of the first two, but it was every 
bit as important as the dark blues 

left the field for the break with an 
18 point advantage.

The Scottish management knew 
Ireland would fight back and 
two goals from Shane Nolan, 
combined with the accuracy of 
Keenan’s hitting (four points), 
made things less comfortable.  
However, with Bartlett again 
grabbing two points over the 
posts, the Scots saw out the match 
and no one in Bught Park could 
have argued with the final result.

Scotland will now be hoping 
they can push the Irish hard at 
Croke Park on November 21 as 
they seek their first ‘double’ win 
in five years.

Marine Harvest National Shinty 
Award winners announced

WELL DONE GIRLS: Scotland defeated Kildare 19-1 in a shinty/
camogie challenge match in Inverness last Saturday. Our photo 
shows Scotland’s Paige MacDonald in action Photo: Donald Cameron

DOWN AND OUT: Scotland Under 21 captain Daniel Madej lies 
prostrate on the ground as his teammate Gary McKerracher clears 
his lines during the game against Ireland. Garry Reid’s boys had no 
answer to the slick-moving Irish side who ran out comfortable 25-6 

winners in an entertaining game at the Bught Park.  

MEATY CHALLENGE: Scotland’s Grant Irvine in a challenge for the 
ball with Ireland’s Mickey Burke

EYES ON THE BALL: Ireland’s David McInerney fends off  Scotland’s Daniel Cameron

HAPPY MAN: a hint of a smile 
from Scotland manager Ronald 
Ross after collecting his medal

Ireland U21s too good for Scotland

CLASH OF THE ASH: Ireland’s Mickey Burke and Scotland’s Roddy 
Macdonald fi ght for the ball during last Saturday’s match

WINNERS: a delighted Scotland squad with the Marine Harvest Quaich after their 24-14 win over Ireland at the Bught Park, Inverness, last 
Saturday Photos: Neil Paterson

‘The players deserve
to feel confi dent after
that performance’
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 29 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.28 0.4 06.20 4.2 12.57 0.5 18.47 4.2
Fri 01.10 0.5 07.00 4.1 13.42 0.7 19.27 4.0
Sat 01.52 0.7 07.40 3.9 14.28 0.9 20.07 3.7
Sun 02.37 0.9 08.21 3.7 15.16 1.3 20.50 3.4
Mon 03.25 1.2 09.07 3.4 16.10 1.3 21.41 3.1
Tues 04.19 1.5 10.04 3.2 17.15 1.8 23.04 2.8
Wed 05.20 1.7 11.36 3.0 18.45 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16 12

11

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 11ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 12ºC.

No Scottish Cup tie 
for Oban Saints
on Saturday

Youth football

Saints youths’ 
results and fi xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s 6,Kilbowie Union 3. Scoring 
for Saints were Connor Moore 
(5) and Adam Munro. Under 
14s 2, Dumbarton United 1; On 
target for Saints were Cameron 
Clark and Aaron McKay. Under 
15s v Broomhill postponed; 
Under 16s 7 v Milngavie 2. On 
target for Saints were Lewis 
Buchanan (3) Bepe Lopez, 
Ruraidh Horne, Lewis MacPhee 
and Kenny MacDonald; Under 
19s no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s v Kilpatrick Reds; 
Inverkeithing Hillfield Swifts v 
Under 14s; Ardencaple v Under 
15s; Under 16s v Busby; Leith 
Athletic v Under 19s.

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils 0, Inverclyde 3; Shawlands 
FP 1, Oban Saints 6; Premier 
Division One - Dunoon 2, Kings 
Park Rangers 4; Lochgilphead 
Red Star, no game; Premier 
Division Two - Tarbert 1, Hill-
ington 1; Division One - Dunoon 
Athletic 4, Whitehill FP 5.
 Saturday’s fixtures: Scottish 
Amateur Cup, third round - 
Campbeltown Pupils v Balgonie 
Scotia; Premier Division One 
- Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Neilston; Premier Division Two - 
Tarbert, no game. 

Badminton

Rugby

OBAN Saints’ senior team was 
due to take on Central Scottish 
League side Condorrat Club in 
the third round of the Scottish 
Amateur Cup on Saturday but 
unfortunately the Cumbernauld 
side has folded because of a lack 
of players so Saints will progress 
to the fourth round without 
kicking a ball.
 Saints club secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘This is disap-
pointing as we would rather have 
played the game. With most of 
the other teams in our league 
playing in the Scottish Cup, we 
are trying to re-arrange a league 
game against Finnart.’

Football

OBAN Lorne’s West Division 
1 match with Lenzie RFC was 
postponed on Saturday because 
of a waterlogged pitch at Glen-
cruitten.
 Saturday morning’s 8am pitch 
inspection deemed the surface 
unplayable and the fixture will be 
rearranged for a later date.

This was a blow for the Green 
Machine which boasted a strong 
squad for the game and were hop-
ing to get back to winning ways 
after last weeks loss to Annan in 
the West Regional Shield.

The team currently sit seventh 
in the league with two wins from 
three matches.

However, Oban have games in 
hand on the teams above them 
and will be hoping to embark on 
a good winning run to close the 
gap on the teams at the top  of the 
table.

This Saturday, Oban Lorne host 
Helensburgh in an Argyll and  
Bute derby at Glencruitten. The 
teams have not met in league ac-
tion for four years when Helens-
burgh recorded two convincing 
wins.

Oban will be hoping for a posi-
tive result this time around. Kick 
off is at 11.30am as the visitors 
requested an early start. The 

clubhouse will be open for the 
Rugby World Cup final at 4pm 
followed by a club Hallowe’en 
party at 7.30pm. Everyone wel-
come.

 Argyll and Bute RFC
Along with Oban’s fixture, the 
West Division 4 match between 
Argyll and Bute and Glasgow 
East was also off because of the 
weekend’s weather.

Argyll had a full squad of 22 
players available for the game 
against the league’s bottom 
placed team. Argyll travel to 
Lochinch in Glasgow on Saturday 
to take on Police Scotland RFC.

Oban Lorne Ladies
Oban Lorne Ladies National 
Division 1 match against Aber-
deenshire was also called off on 
Sunday as a result of a water-
logged pitch. 

The Oban side sit mid table in 
National Division 1 with two wins 
from four games. Oban are away 
to Kirkcaldy this Sunday.

Mini Rugby
Oban Lorne Mini Rugby restarts 
this Wednesday night from 6-7pm 
at Glencruitten. Training is open 
for all P4-7 players. Oban Lorne 

Minis will be hosting an Argyll 
and Bute Dalriada Festival on 
Sunday at Glencruitten from 
12 noon. Etive Vikings, Mull, 
Lochaber and Mid Argyll are all 
expected to attend.

Under 16s
Oban’s U16 rugby team is back 
in action with two games this 
week. First up is an away trip 
to league leaders Birkmyre on 
Thursday October 29 followed by 
a home game to Stewartry RFC 
on Sunday.
 The Under 16’s have won all of 
their league games so far this 
season and will be looking to 
continue the good run of form 
with this week’s games.

T4 School Conference
Oban High School will welcome 
Williamwood High School on 
Wednesday for the latest T4 
Schools fixtures at S1 & S2.
 This will be the third of four 
fixtures for the teams in the new 
SRU setup. Oban high has two 
further matches remaining in the 
setup against Hyndland Academy 
and Shawlands Academy.

Waterlogged pitch forces rugby matches to be called off

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE: Glencruitten rugby pitch was fl ooded last weekend after heavy over-
night rain on Friday meaning three matches had to be called off 

A YOUNG sportsman from 
Taynuilt has made a name for 
himself on the badminton circuit 
this season, already winning 
gold, silver and bronze medals.

Harry Mobey, 15, picked up a 
bronze medal in the under 17s 
singles event in York, where 
he competed against 140 other 
competitors. 

Harry and his doubles partner, 
Aidan Delaney, from Glasgow, 
earned themselves a silver medal 
in the under 17s mixed event 
at the Glasgow championships 
this month as well as a gold in 
the under 19s mixed doubles in 
Grangemouth. 

This season Harry will 
compete in five senior tourna-
ments throughout Scotland and 
will travel around the UK and 
compete in Europe for his under 
17s and under 19s events. 

Gold, silver and 
bronze for Harry

CONNEL’S John McPhee - still 
suffering from the after effects of 
his heavy Saturday free practice 
crash - finished the hot and sultry 
Malaysian Grand Prix Moto3 
race at Sepang in tenth place.

The Saxoprint-RTG rider, who 
started 12th, was in the mix with 
the front runners, riding as high 
as eighth, until lap six when Ka-
rel Hanika high-sided directly in 
front of him.

With nowhere to go, the Scot 
ended up clipping the Czech’s 
bike, damaging his own in the 
process.

Next time around he was down 
in tenth, four seconds in arrears 
of race leader Romano Fenati, 
with team-mate Alexis Masbou 
closing in behind.

With seven laps to go, the gap 
between the pair was down from 
1.3 seconds to just three-tenths 
of a second as McPhee put up 
a futile fight to hang on ahead. 
Masbou swept past easily to set 
off in pursuit of erstwhile title 
challenger Enea Bastianini in 
ninth, while McPhee struggled to 
keep up in 11th.

That became tenth with three 
laps to go when sixth-placed 
Francesco Bagnaia crashed 
handing the pair a place apiece. 
The RSF-backed rider eventually 
finished three seconds in arrears 
of ninth-placed Masbou.

John said: ‘I knew the moment I 
DELIGHTED: Scotland captain John Barr holds aloft the Marine Harvest Quaich after Scotland’s 24-14 win over Ireland at the Bught 
Park, Inverness, last Saturday in the annual shinty/hurling international. See Page 21 for full match report and more photographs

Motorcycling

hit Karel’s bike that I had a prob-
lem. It was a fair old thud, after 
which it felt like the front tyre 
had lost some pressure. There 
was a fair bit of judder from the 
front as well.

‘Not unexpectedly, the faster I 
went the worse it got.

‘I rode my hardest though with 
what I had but struggled to get 
back to the pace I started the race 
with. So, while tenth was okay 
under the circumstances, I can’t 
help but feel pretty disappointed 
because, but for the collision, 
I honestly believe I’d have got a 
much better result.’

Red Bull Ajo’s title challenger 
Miguel Oliveira took the win 
- his fifth of the season - with a 
last corner move on team-mate 
Brad Binder while long-time 
points-leader Danny Kent fin-
ished seventh.

The Leopard Racing rider 
lost out on the chance to clinch 
the title for the third year in a 
row after running wide while 
challenging Niccolo Antonelli for 
fifth at the final turn.

The place would have made him 
the first British world champion 
since 1977 when Barry Sheene 
claimed his second 500cc crown.

Oliveira’s win - ahead of Binder 
and Jorge Navarro - takes the 
championship battle down to 
the wire at the season’s finale in 
Valencia in a fortnight’s time.

Kent retains his lead with 253 
points, 24 clear of the Portuguese 
with a maximum of 25 to be 
fought for in Spain.

The maths mean that even if 
Oliveira wins the final race, Kent 
can still claim the title if he scores 
two points or more. If Oliveira is 
to snatch the championship from 
his rival’s grasp, he must win and 
hope Kent finishes 15th or lower.

McPhee retains 11th place in 
the standings with the chance to 
break into the top 10 at the final 
round.

John McPhee

Scotland
the Brave
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NEXT week resurfacing 
work will take place on the 
A82 south of Corran Ferry 
between Inchree and Birch-
brae.    

The works start next 
Monday, November 2, and 
last until Friday November 
6. There will be traffi  c lights 
and a convoy system in place 
from 7.30am to 5.30pm each 
day.   

TV AUDIENCES across the UK 
watched Skipinnish lead singer 
Robert Robertson belt out 
Flower of Scotland to help the 
home nation to their shinty/
hurling win.

Robert, 21, from Fort William, 
said he was very excited at the 
prospect of singing live on 
BBC2 last Saturday at Bught 
Park, Inverness.

Robert, who writes The Oban 
Times’ Glasgow Letter, said: ‘It 
was brilliant and a massive hon-
our to be asked to sing. Plus, on 
the day, the weather held out, 
although I had a wedding that 
evening and could not stay for 
the whole game as I had to be 
back in Fort William.’

A DEVASTATING fire which 
reduced a doctor’s surgery to 
rubble was not suspicious say 
fire chiefs.

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service raced to Cil Chuimein 
medical centre in Fort Au-
gustus just before midday last 
Sunday after operations con-
trol received a call at 11.50am 
reporting the fire.

Appliances from Fort Augus-
tus, Foyers, Drumnadrochit, 
and the height vehicle from 
Inverness were scrambled to 
the scene.

On arrival, crews were met 
with a well-developed fire 
which had spread into the roof 
space of the building.

Firefighters firstly entered 
the building wearing breathing 
apparatus but the heat forced 
them outside and they had to 
tackle the blaze externally. 
At the height of the fire three 
main jets were used and the 
height vehicle was used as a 
water tower.

The fire was brought under 
control by 3.09pm and the 
last appliance left the scene 

at 6.50pm. Station Manager 
Ricky Dibble, who was at the 
scene, said: ‘We managed 
to salvage some computer 
equipment, medical equipment 
and some items of sentimental 
value.

‘I would like to pass on our 
thanks to the local church 
group who opened the church 
hall to provide our crews with 
welfare facilities.’

Fire investigators will attend 
the scene in due course, but 
the blaze is not believed to be 
suspicious.

THE Lochaber owners of a 
computer-age design business 
have taken a sideways step into 
food retail, which should bring 
jobs to the Plantation area of 
Fort William.

Former police constable Hel-
en Smith and commercial diver 
Davy Duncan plan to reopen a 
boarded-up convenience store 
in Wallace Place, initially as a 
newsagents and grocers, and 
early next year the couple plan 
to add a fish and chip shop.

The pair picked up the keys 
for the shop last Sunday and 
have finalised the off-sale 
liquor licence. They intend to 
open the new shop in about 
six weeks. It will be called 
‘The Heilan Coo Convenience 
Shoppy,’ as it is on Cow Hill, 
and next spring when they add 
the fish and chip shop, it will 
be the ‘Heilan Coo Chippy’.

Previously, the shop was a 

THE 150th anniversary 
of Fort William’s Belford 
Hospital was marked with a 
four-day International Rural 
Medical Conference and a 
birthday party held in the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William.

Cutting the cake at 
the 150th anniversary of 
the Belford Hospital are 
retired receptionists Helen 
Blackmore, Margaret 
Robertson and Katherine 
McManus, and Dr Brian 
Tregaskis, right. 

ROUSING: Robert leads the 
singing of Flower of Scotland 

Singer honoured 
to lead his nation

Traffi  c lights and 
a convoy on A82

Objections to council’s school plan

Plantation shop and chippy 
the right mix for jobs boost

BRIGHT FUTURE: Davy Duncan and Helen Smith outside the shop 
they hope to open soon 20_f44store01

Polish delicatessen, but it will 
require some renovation work.

The news comes just a week 
after the Oban Times revealed 
Fort William’s former Block-
buster store may become a 
chip shop.

The Plantation building was 
for sale and has been bought 
by Oban Ales boss, John Trew, 
who has granted Davy and 
Helen a three-year lease to see 
if they can turn it into a viable 
business.

Speaking on Tuesday, Mr 
Trew said: ‘People in the Plan-
tation are keen to have a shop 
and if they use it during the 
three-year lease it will stay – if 
not, it could become flats.

‘Davy and Helen are not 
like me, they are much more 
patient.’

About a year ago the business 
duo set up LEAP – Lochaber 
Embroidery and Printing, in 
Nevis Bank Industrial Estate. 

They use state-of-the-art 
computer-controlled equip-
ment, including a garment 

embroidery machine, 44inch 
inkjet printer capable of pro-
ducing banners and canvases, 
and a laser cutter and engraver.

In addition, they manage 
a  Facebook site named Buy, 
Sell and Swap Lochaber, with 
nearly 9,000 members, many of 
whom have sent encouraging 
comments about their latest 
venture, including some offer-
ing to work with them.

Mr Duncan, 53, said: ‘I have 
been in Fort William since 
the age of four when my dad 
moved from Glasgow to work 
in the pulp mill.

‘The Planny area really needs 
a shop as it can be a long way 
down the hill on a bad day.

‘When I lived up there it 
always had a great little shop. 
Latterly it was run as a Polish 
Deli but it was very Polish even 
down to the language spoken.’

Helen, 44, who comes from 
Aviemore, added: ‘I had to 
go down to Glasgow to take a 
licensing course to run the off 
sales part of the shop. 

‘We started LEAP as I had 
always been interested in em-
broidery, even while serving in 
the police. There we have one 
full-time employee and two 
part-time.

‘As the shop will be open 
from 7am to 10pm we will 
definitely need staff, and also 
at the chippy when it opens.

‘There are many different 
nationalities in the Planny so 
we will aim to stock a wide 
variety of food.’

The chip shop will take a 
bit longer to open as there is 
the planning process to go 
through for change of use, 
installation of an extraction 
system and some slight altera-
tions to the building.

And as if all that was 
not enough to keep them 
occupied, Helen is also a 
long-distance runner and has 
taken her mobile catering 
unit to various ultra marathon 
events, which she intends to 
continue following pleas from 
customers.

MARK DAVEY
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Fort Augustus medical 

A FORT William councillor says the 
project board for the town’s derelict 
secondary school has ‘institutional 
deafness’.

Councillor Brian Murphy, who repre-
sents Fort William and Ardnamurchan, 
accepts that, by speaking out, he will 
not be part of the planning process for 
the scheme to turn the former school in 
Achintore Road into council offices.

Last week, Highland council an-
nounced it had secured £270,000 from 
Historic Environment Scotland for its 
plan to breathe new life into the school, 
which has been rotting for at least a 
quarter of a century.

Mr Murphy said: ‘When it was pro-
posed as a possible site for relocating 
and rationalising our present office 
accommodation in Fort William I was 

delighted. Unfortunately because the 
council officials will not listen to, and 
take proper account of, the views of the 
community, our staff, and local council-
lors, it has now turned into a bad news.’ 

He said the project board has invited 
three other public body partners to 
share the office accommodation without 
any discussion with local members. 

The concerns raised by councillors 
and staff are in relation to the removal 
of space originally allocated for High-
land Council staff and which is now to 
be offered to the three partners. 

Mr Murphy said: ‘This will adversely 
affect the working conditions of our own 
staff. Also, in spite of local councillors’ 
wishes that the layout of the site be 
‘future proofed’ for possible expansion, 
that has been ignored, leaving a situ-

ation where in a few years extra office 
space may be needed. I have concerns 
about the design, materials and siting 
of the extension, which in my view is 
going to look like an overgrown shed. 
The board seem to be afflicted with an 
institutional deafness and unwillingness 
to engage with any views that conflict 
with their own.’ 

Fort William Community Council 
(FWCC) discussed the plans at a 
meeting last Tuesday and issued a 
statement of objections. The statement 
said: ‘While it is an open secret that at 
least three other public sector agencies 
are being mooted for allocation of office 
space within this current scheme, it does 
not merit a mention in the planning 
application. Does this invalidate the 
planning application?’ 

Hospital 
marks 150th 
anniversary

WIN!Father’s charity gig to
raise funds for Dawn 
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Hunt on for four 
alleged attackers 

TIMESLINE

Man reported to 
procurator fi scal 

Prison van crashes 
near South Laggan

A G4S van with one prisoner 
on board left the A82 road near 
South Laggan at 8.25am on 
Monday.

Police, two fi re tenders and 
an ambulance attended the 
accident. The woman driving 
the prison van suff ered minor 
injuries.

The prisoner was checked by 
ambulance staff  at the scene 
before being put in another 
van for his trip to court.

The A82 was not blocked and 
recovery services cleared the 
van later in the day.

A YOUNG string quartet of na-
tionally trained classical musicians 
are tuning up for Lochaber Music 
For All’s season opener.

Gabi Maas and Daniel Paterson 
on violin, Daniel Meszoly on viola 
and Laura Sergeant playing cello 
are known as the Sinopia Quartet.

Tonight at 7.30pm in Kilmallie 
Hall, Corpach, their music will 
feature compositions from Haydn, 
Bridge and Debussy.

Between them, the quartet 
attended some of the best 
music schools, including the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, 
Cambridge University and the 
Guildhall School of Music.

Other concerts in the series are:
Friday, November, 27 at 7.30pm 
– Drumpetello – Lochaber High 
School; Saturday January 16, 2016 
at 7.30pm – Jazz Night with the 
Bill Fleming Quartet – Ben Nevis 
Hotel; Sunday, February, 7 at  
3pm – The Andrew Massey Duo – 
Kilmallie Hall and Saturday April, 
9 at 7.30pm – Club Night – local 
musicians – Kilmallie Hall.

THE FATHER of a child 
suffering from cerebral palsy 
is to reprise his musical fund-
raising with a second album of 
19 songs.

Robert ‘Bodie’ Bowman’s 
daughter Dawn cannot walk, 
talk or eat, but she is a happy 
five-year-old who requires 
many special aids to boost her 
quality of life. Bodie and his 
musical pal Stevie Brown are 
holding a gig in the recently 
completed Caol Community 
Centre to raise funds for a 
wheelchair-adapted vehicle 
for his daughter.

It is not the first time the 
construction site chef has 
used his musical talents to 
raise money for Dawn. In 

VOLUNTEERS raised more 
than £1,330 when they swung 
into action at a party to improve 
Banavie play park.

Friends of  Banavie Park’s first 
major fundraising event was a 
huge success last Saturday. 

Despite adverse weather, there 
was a good turnout for the fun-
packed afternoon of activities, 
which  brought the local com-
munity together. 

The event kicked off with a 
bang, when Steve from Drum-
fum led the kids in an amazing 
and noisy drumming workshop 
in the huge No Fuss Events sad-
dlespan tent. A kids’ ceilidh got 
everyone up dancing, leading on 
to a disco from Cheezy Beats 
with special guests Tigger and 
Buzz Lightyear. 

Also in the tent there was sto-
rytelling, face painting, a baking 
stall and some park design ideas 
on display. 

Outside in the park was a ‘cross 
the swamp’ challenge, nature 
crafts in the orchard, a fire pit 
with toasting marshmallows, 
pony rides on Shetland ponies 
Lottie and Davro, a bouncy 
castle and karaoke tent. 

Vicky Dodman, chairperson 
of Friends of Banavie Park said: 
‘Party in the Park was all about 
raising funds and awareness to 
improve the play park area. 

‘It was brilliant to see the 
whole space being used and 
enjoyed. We are now really 
excited to get going on the next 
stage of planning, designing and 
securing funding.’

Carrie Starkie, treasurer of the 
group said: ‘We raised £1,330, 
thanks to the amazing generos-
ity of Lochaber folk. 

‘So many people donated their 
time, equipment, expertise and 
enthusiasm. The list of volun-
teers is too long to give here, but 
we would like to say a particular 
thanks to Highland Council, 
No Fuss Events and Highland 
Wood Energy.’

Local Councillor Ben Thomp-
son said:  ‘It was fantastic to see 
so many happy, smiling faces at 
Party in the Park.  

‘I am excited to see this project 
develop and I would encourage 
more people to step up to get 
involved with the great work 
already being carried out by 
Friends of Banavie Park.’

TRANSFORMED: Erin Campbell has her face painted 

ON THE BEAT: having fun on the drums at Party in the Park

Banging the drum for Banavie park

POLICE are hunting four men 
who allegedly assaulted an 
18-year-old man at about 8am 
last Sunday morning near 
Moray Place, Fort William.

He was attacked in the car 
park and punched in the face 
causing him to fall and hit his 
head.

Police are appealing to 
anyone in the area at the time 
of the incident who may have 
seen anything to come forward 
or dial 101 in confi dence.

POLICE have appealed for 
information following a 
traffi  c incident on the A87 
near Cluanie at about 3.30pm 
on Friday September 18.

Police Scotland says 
that a 63-year-old man 
from Edinburgh has been 
reported to the procurator 
fi scal in connection with the 
matter.

Anyone with concerns 
about road traffi  c incidents is 
encouraged to contact Police 
Scotland on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency.

Music for All 
season starts

2012, when she was two, a 
similar gig and CD raised 
£9,000. 

The money was split between 
three hospitals – Edinburgh, 
Inverness and Aberdeen – 
which had cared for Dawn 
during the 12 operations she 
has faced since being born 
with neo-natal meningitis.

Bodie said: ‘We recorded 
the original Songs for Dawn 
three years ago. This time, 
as well as raising money for 
a wheelchair-adapted car, 10 
per cent of the proceeds will 
go to the sick children’s unit in 
Inverness.’

At the gig on Friday Novem-
ber 6, there will be a kids’ disco 
from 6pm to 7.30pm, followed 
by a band night from 8.30pm 
to 1am featuring tribute acts, 
including BC/DC, Bodie and 
Brown – with Bodie as Wiggy 

Stardust – Cileas McMaster, 
Wonderland, Rising – a Rain-
bow tribute act – and Moving 
Pictures.

Bodie said: ‘Dawn needs all 
sorts of special equipment, 
such as a specialised baby 
walker called a pony gait 
walker. She has no sense of 
balance and it helps her move 
along with her legs.

‘Dawn spends time in a 
‘Stander’, a type of standing 
frame which helps to stretch 
the tendons in her legs and 
stop her hips displacing.’

There will be a 19-track CD 
to go with the gig, which has 
been masterminded by Stevie 
Brown.

Bodie, who provided all the 
food for the builders of the 
new Caol Community Centre,  
reckons this will be the first 
event to be staged there.FUNDRAISER ON SONG: Bodie Bown with daughter Dawn. 

Charity gig’s ‘Songs for Dawn’
MARK DAVEY
fort@obantimes.co.uk

FUN FOR ALL: drumming up funds at Party in the Park 

HIGHLAND Council’s leader 
threw open the forecast budget 
deficit to a social media chat.

Councillor Margaret Davidson 
was on Highland Council’s Face-
book event page for an hour from 
5.30pm to 6.30pm on Tuesday to 
discuss budget options with the 
public.

The social media meeting was 
aimed at discovering whether 
people preferred a possible council 
tax rise to further cuts in essential 
services. Councillor Davidson said: 
‘We are currently looking at a wide 
range of proposals and ideas to save 
money and increase income. This is 
the eighth successive year the coun-
cil has frozen the council tax in line 
with every other local authority 
across Scotland. This has led to a 
reduced budget in real terms over 
the past several years. People are 
increasingly saying to me that they 
do not want to see more cuts in 
frontline services.’

This was the first of a series 
of Facebook chats Highland 
Council will hold in the next few 
weeks to find out what people 
think about a range of issues. 

Budget cut 
debate online 

Newsdesks 
01397 703003 
01631 568000

THE FOUNDER of a group 
set up in response to the 
Calais refugee crisis spoke to 
Lochaber Rotary Club about 
its work.

Liz Paul of the Lochaber 
Cal-Aid group gave an 
impassioned and heartfelt 
presentation about the crisis 
of so many people fleeing the 
conflicts in the Middle East 
and further afield.

On Tuesday last week, Liz 
explained that Cal-Aid is a 
non-political humanitarian 
group trying to respond to the 
ever deepening situation that 
is causing so many people to 
suffer.

Liz said: ‘The incident that 
galvanised me into action was 
that of three young Eritrean 
brothers, all under 15, sent by 
their parents to seek safety in 
Europe. As a mother of three 
sons myself, the thought of my 
own children having to under-
take such a perilous journey 
into the unknown stayed 
with me and I imagined how 
desperate that mother must 
have been to resort to this 

‘Cal-Aid’ group helps refugees

INSIGHT: Liz Paul, centre with Lochaber Rotary Club president 
Terry Lee, right, and Ken Johnston, rotary club public relations

terrifying action. The scale of 
this crisis is beyond compre-
hension. In 2014, conflict and 
persecution forced an average 
of 42,500 people per day to 
leave their homes and seek 
protection elsewhere. 

‘Currently it is estimated 
that there are around 4,000 
refugees in Calais, and this 
number will rise to around 
8,000 by Christmas.’

After making contact with a 
few friends across Lochaber, 
Liz received strong support to 
set up a local initiative – hence 
the creation of  ‘Lochaber 
Cal-Aid’. 

They found a group in Ed-
inburgh that could distribute 
their donations and, after 
setting up a Lochaber Cal-
Aid Facebook Page, it took 
only a few days for similar 
groups to spring up around 
the Highlands. 

Liz said: ‘We were over-
whelmed by the response and 
the offers of help, donations 
and volunteers were fantastic.’ 

Since then there have been 
some slight changes to the 

structure of the groups and 
the name has now been 
changed to ‘Re-Act Scotland.’ 

While initially the focus 
was Calais, the group will 
now distribute across Europe 
depending on where aid is 
most urgently required. In 
explaining why the majority of 
the refugees are under 18 and 
predominantly young men, 
Liz said: ‘It’s because in their 
own countries they are more 

at risk from war, conscription 
and violent attacks. They also 
have the mobility to flee.’ 

The group has collected 
clothing, shoes, tents, sleep-
ing bags, toiletries, candles, 
lighting and other basics that 
can make life more tolerable 
in refugee camps. Local busi-
nesses Campbell Hire and 
Boyd Brothers have also pro-
vided storage and transport 
support, and local woman 

Anne Tait has used her own 
lorry to deliver the first seven- 
ton load to Edinburgh. 

The group has a drop 
off point in Fort William 
High Street at the Aye2Aye 
shop next to the Hot Roast 
Company.  Liz added: ‘Our 
funding will enable them to 
make another four deliveries 
to Edinburgh. Everything 
is transient, a deluge of rain 
in Calais will destroy the 
bedding and makeshift ac-
commodation overnight. 

‘There is no end in sight to 
how long aid will be required.’

Rotary President Terry Lee 
thanked Liz for giving club 
members a real insight into 
this international tragedy.

Mr Lee said: ‘We are proud 
that our Lochaber community 
is taking such a leading role in 
supporting the refugee crisis 
– with Re-act Scotland and 
local transport contractors all 
working together to provide 
aid.’   

Club members responded 
with a spontaneous cash col-
lection and warm applause.
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A WOMAN was found guilty 
of permitting someone to use 
heroin in her home in Oban on 
Monday.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
gave Nadina Lopez, 31, now 
living in Dumfries, an absolute 
discharge.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that on February 27 Lopez was 
living in a small studio flat at 
25 Stevenson Street, Oban, 
and had opened the door of 
her flat within seconds of two 
police officers knocking and 
invited them in; they were 

conducting inquiries after a 
house-breaking in the area.

The first thing the officers 
saw was a member of her 
family sitting in an armchair, 
smoking heroin from tin foil.

‘The flat was that small it was 
almost impossible not to see 
him,’ Constable Paul McMil-
lan said.

Lopez told the court she 
had been taking a shower, 
‘dressed and walked out of the 
bathroom when she heard the 
knock at the door and opened 
it immediately’. The first she 

knew that her cousin was there 
was when she stepped out of 
the bathroom. She had not re-
alised he was taking the drug, 
though she admitted seeing 
that he had drug paraphernalia 
about him. ‘I swore at him, 
because he wasn’t allowed in 
my flat,’ she said, adding that a 
friend who had just left had let 
him in unwittingly.

Giving Lopez an absolute 
discharge, Sheriff Anderson 
said: ‘Just be very careful of 
the company you keep in the 
future.’

Woman found guilty of permitting drug 
use in her home given absolute discharge

Former pupils of Lochaber High School’s class of 1981 let their hair down at a reunion dance.
Pupils who have recently reached or are about to reach the age of 50 were invited to the dance in Fort 

William’s West End hotel last weekend. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Lochaber class of 1981 meets again

THE FUNERAL of popular 
Oban FM presenter Margaret 
McDonald, known as Maggie 
May, was held on Monday at 
Oban Parish Church. 

Margaret died last Tuesday, 
following a battle with cancer. 

Her niece, Mary Doherty, 
who lives in Ireland, spoke 
to The Oban Times and paid 
tribute to her.  She said: ‘She 
was a lady and always a ray of 
sunshine. 

‘She was diagnosed with lung 
cancer about six months ago, 

and sailed through chemo-
therapy and radiotherapy, and 
was on the mend. But around 
June, she was told it had spread 
to her liver and within four 
weeks, God called her home. 
She has left people from all 
walks of life, including family 
and friends who loved her 
dearly. She will always be in my 
thoughts and prayers. May she 
rest in peace.’ 

The presenter’s catchphrase 
sign-off from her radio show 
‘cheerie bubbles’ was well 

known in the town, with many 
using it in online tributes.  

Close friend Morvyn Bell 
said: ‘Maggie was a true and 
loyal friend. She had a terrific 
sense of humour and knew how 
to cheer you up no matter the 
situation. She was extremely 
family orientated and although 
I didn’t meet all her family, I 
felt as if I knew each and every 
one of them due to all the times 
she spoke about them. She is a 
huge loss to everyone Cheerie 
bubbles, Maggie.’

Funeral of popular radio presenter

All other days Caffi  a coff ee, teas ,scones 
and cakes  at the hotel 9am till 6pm 

Lunches and dinners in the Seafood  Bar until 
20th December then after Christmas break.

Lunches and dinners in the Hotel from 
30th December until lunchtime 2nd January.

Christmas party menu from Mid November 
until 20th December;

Stunning menu online £25  -- 10% 0ff  for bookings 
before mid November. 

Come out to Crinan and enjoy !

Winter  Hours

NOVEMBER  
SATURDAY 

AND SUNDAY  
11am till 4pm

TIMESLINEFury as ASN staff cuts to 
remain part of consultation
FURIOUS parents of children 
with special needs laid siege to 
Kilmory Castle on Thursday 
to protest against ‘disgusting’ 
council spending cuts proposed 
by the local authority.  

The parents campaigned 
outside the building and many 
attended the meeting of Argyll 
and Bute Council, where it was 
decided a recommendation to cut 
45 per cent of Additional Support 
Needs (ASN) staff would go to 
public consultation as planned. 

The protest was organised by 
irate mothers from the Oban 
area, who are members of Argyll 
and Bute Parents Against Coun-
cil Cuts (ABPACC).

They were joined by many par-
ents from across the region.

 If cuts are approved, the equiv-
alent of 72 full-time jobs will go 
each year over the next two years, 
with 20 per cent of classroom 
assistants in both primary and 
secondary schools set to be axed 
to save £1.4 million.

The beleaguered local authori-
ty has drawn up an eye-watering 
parcel of cuts for the next two 
years, which it is to consult the 
public on from tomorrow (Fri-
day), as it attempts to claw back 
£18 million to balance the books.

Two petitions, with more than 
1,100 and 500 names on them 
respectively, calling for the cuts 
that would affect vulnerable 
children to be taken out of the 
consultation, were presented to 
council leader Dick Walsh before 
the meeting got under way. 

Two amendments were pro-
posed, one by Dunoon councillor 
Michael Breslin, asking that the 
recommendations be rejected 
and for the whole budget to be 
re-examined ‘line by line’ from 
November onwards. 

Mr Breslin formed the Reform 
Group with Vivien Dance and 
Bruce Marshall in September to 
oppose the council’s administration.

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Sandy Taylor, leader of the op-
position SNP group, proposed an 
amendment which, while it ‘not-
ed the voiced concerns of many 
elected members’, and ‘regrets 
the unnecessary angst and anx-
iety many people have suffered’, 

agreed that the savings would 
be included within the public 
consultation. It was supported by 
all the SNP councillors, as well 
as Labour’s Neil MacIntyre. 

Four councillors abstained 
from the vote and three were 
absent.  As the motion was voted 
through by the administration 
there were shouts of ‘disgusting’ 
and ‘this is shameful’ from par-
ents at the back of the council 
chamber. Many continued to vent 
their anger after the meeting was 
finished. 

Angus Files travelled from 
Oban with his autistic son, Geof-
frey, 18, to campaign against the 
cuts, bringing with them a banner 
which read: ‘Sack the man who 
failed to plan’, aimed at council 
leader Dick Walsh.

Angus said on Friday: ‘Yester-
day  marks a sad day in the histo-
ry of Argyll and Bute. Yesterday 

our rights came under fierce 
attack from the very people we 
elected to protect our rights. If 
the right to decide what services 
we need is wrongfully taken from 
us, what meaningful rights do we 
have?’

Councillor Walsh said: ‘These 
are challenging times for us, 
brought about by the reduction 
in our financial settlement from 
central government. Our costs 
and expenses don’t match our 
expenditure. 

‘We have to reduce our expend-
iture significantly. I will make 
myself personally available to 
parents caught up in this very 
difficult situation this council 
faces.

‘There are no proposals today 
to cut council services. We are 
going out there to have a con-
versation with our communities 
to consult on a whole serious of 

options.’ He pledged to consider 
the ASN issue early within the 
service choices process to avoid 
a lengthy period of uncertainty.

Vivienne Hopperton-Dunlop 
travelled from Appin to protest 
for the rights of her daughter, 
Fallon, who is autistic.  

She said: ‘I’m absolutely dis-
gusted. They say they want to 
get rid of our stress over this and 
deal with it quickly. They should 
have agreed to Michael Breslin’s 
amendment and this should nev-
er have made it to consultation. 

 ‘In two weeks we set up the 
ABPACC group and got a lot of 
support for our petition. If they 
want a fight, they will get a fight.’

The consultation will be 
available online from tomorrow 
(Friday), and in print from 
November 10 in libraries and 
customer service points until it 
finishes at the end of December. 

ANGRY: Parents came with banners to protest outside Kilmory before the meeting 15_t44parents01

PROTEST: Argyll mother Sam 
with her daughter Emily

Ferry 
fares fall 
thanks to 
RET
CHEAPER ferry fares on 
various CalMac routes came 
into effect on Monday, as 
the Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) was introduced. 

Islands including Mull, 
Iona, Barra, Skye, Raasay, 
Cumbrae and the Small Isles 
all benefited for the first time 
from the distance-based fare 
structure. 

The popular Oban to 
Craignure route now costs 
£16.45 one-way for a single 
passenger and vehicle, down 
from £56.65 – a 70 per cent 
saving. 

On routes to the Western 
Isles, it now costs  £13.20 for 
a single car and passenger to 
travel from Eriskay to Barra, 
down from £31.40. 

MSP for the Western Isles, 
Alasdair Allan, praised the 
reduction: ‘This is welcome 
news for the Western Isles 
and represents a substantial 
60 per cent reduction in 
costs for people using inter-
island ferry services.

‘I have continued to raise 
the issue of fares on the 
Sound of Harris and Sound 
of Barra since I was elected. 
Following the introduction 
of RET elsewhere, the in-
ter-island ferries were, mile 
for mile, more expensive 
than other ferry routes.

‘That anomaly has been 
ended, and we have ensured 
better and more affordable 
transport links between our 
islands.’

RET was first piloted in 
2008 on routes including 
Coll and Tiree. 

Other destinations in-
cluding Islay, Colonsay and 
Gigha followed in 2012 and 
Arran in October last year.

The Scottish Government 
said the price of a single pas-
senger fare on routes have 
fallen by an average of 44 per 
cent, while car fares will be 
cut by around 55 per cent.

A WOMAN has been charged 
for allegedly stealing a car in 
Connel. The 39-year-old was 
arrested in the early hours 
of Monday, October 21, after 
police were informed she had 
taken the vehicle without the 
owner’s permission from an 
address in the village. A report 
has been sent to the procurator 
fi scal. 

POLICE have charged an Oban 
man for allegedly breaching his 
bail conditions. The 39-year-
old was arrested in the Glen-
gallan area of the town in the 
afternoon of Monday, October 
21, when offi  cers found him to 
be in possession of what they 
believe was a class B drug. A 
report will now be sent to the 
procurator fi scal. 

A TEENAGER has been arrested 
for an alleged breach of the 
peace off ence in Oban. The 
16-year-old girl was arrested 
in the early hours of Sunday, 
October 25, in the Glencruitten 
area of the town. A report has 
been sent to the procurator 
fi scal. 
OBAN police are warning of the 

dangers of trespassing on the 
railway line. 

Over the last two weeks, 
offi  cers have received reports 
of youths seen on the railway in 
the Soroba area of the town. In 
one incident, a child’s bike was 
left on the line. 

Anyone with any information 
should call the British Transport 
Police on 0800 40 50 40, or 
Police Scotland on 101.

Woman accused 
of car theft 

Report sent to 
procurator fi scal 

Breach of the 
peace allegation

Railway trespass 
warning 
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TO ENDURE the pain of losing a parent 
is bad enough but having nothing to wear 
to the funeral and no food to eat would 
make it unbearable. One Oban man was 
facing this prospect, until a local charity 
stepped in to help.

As the sixth anniversary of the 
Oban Hope Kitchen approaches, Jess 
MacPhee, who is a founding member of 
the organisation, revealed some of the 
challenges the charity has to cope with 
on a regular basis. 

She said: ‘A man came in after his moth-
er, who was part of our outreach service, 
died suddenly,’ she explained. ‘He said 
he had come to us because he knew we 
would help. He had no one else to turn to; 
he had no food and no money. 

‘We were able to provide him with 
flowers for his mother’s funeral, a shirt, 
shoes, a suit and a gift for him to place 
on top of the coffin. We also gave him, 
and will continue to give him, food par-
cels. After we did this, he said he knew 
everything was going to be okay. We’re 
not just a soup kitchen, we do it all.’

Open four days a week at its premises 
in Argyll Street, Hope Kitchen, Jess 
and others involved are trying to start a 
campaign to encourage 200 Obanites to 
donate £5 per month to cover the costs 
of running the organisation. They don’t 
want people to think of it as giving £5 

away, but instead realise that they are 
helping hungry, vulnerable people to eat. 

The women say some people they meet 
are in such abject poverty they have to 
make the decision whether to ‘eat or heat’, 
because they can’t afford to do both.  

Hope Kitchen doesn’t provide money, 
so it advises people in that situation to 
put their money towards heating and it 
will provide the rest. 

Lyndsey Ross, who volunteers at Hope 
Kitchen, said: ‘I was on my own at home 

and came up at Christmas with some 
stuff and realised what they do, so I came 
back for the companionship. I love it, it’s 
like my second home.’

A special party to celebrate the sixth 
anniversary of Hope Kitchen opening 
will be held on November 4 at 7pm, at the 
kitchen, to which everyone is invited. 

To contribute or find out more about 
the work it does, go to www.hopekitchen.
org.uk or visit the kitchen during opening 
hours. 

Oban charity gives hope to 
people living on breadline

Sentence deferred on teenager 
after drunken tirade of abuse

HOPE SPRINGS: Lyndsey Ross, left, volunteer, Kathleen McArthur and Jess MacPhee 
with donated food

Cameron set to be star of 
show for Children in Need
AN APPIN teenager will make a 
television appearance on Sunday 
when he takes part in a special 
episode of .

Cameron Allen, 14, was asked 
to appear on the BBC show, 
which is being produced in con-
junction with Children in Need, 
as someone who has benefited 
from the charity.

Cameron was born with the 
rare condition osteogenesis 
imperfecta, commonly known 
as brittle bone disease, which 
means he is prone to fractures 
and uses a wheelchair.  

In the past 18 months alone, 
the Oban High School pupil has 
suffered around 70 fractures, 
including his femur and radius in 
the past week, which his mother, 
Heather, said had been a particu-
larly bad spell, 

Thanks to the generosity of 
the UK public, the Brittle Bone 
Society has received funding 
from BBC Children in Need 
since 1996, and Cameron uses a 
specialised powered wheelchair, 
which the Brittle Bone Society 
helped to fund.

The show filmed five different 
people on rambles in the UK, all 
representing a charity. The BBC 
asked the Brittle Bone Society to 
be involved in the show and they 
recommended Cameron, who 
has done a lot of work with the 
Dundee-based charity, and he 
immediately agreed. 

Cameron explained: ‘The 
ramble we went on was at Loch 
Leven in Kinross  because that 
route has full wheelchair access.

‘They did pre-filming of me 
with the Brittle Bone Society 
and also at school, when I was 
refereeing the class playing 
basketball. John Craven was 
really nice and my classmates all 
enjoyed getting filmed.

‘They also filmed my six-month-
ly treatment – one day in Oban 
and one at Yorkhill Hospital 

STEVEN RAE
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in Glasgow.’ John Craven said: 
‘Loch Leven is a beautiful place 
to visit and to have done so for 
such a good cause was an added 
bonus. Cameron did a fantastic 
job on the ramble and I can’t wait 
for everyone at home to see his 
story.’ 

The BBC arranged two surpris-
es for Cameron during the film-
ing.  His former primary school 
teacher, Gerry Boyle, appeared at 
the ramble, the first time Camer-
on has seen him since he retired 
from Appin Primary School.

The second was a special video 
message from David Suchet, the 
actor who plays the TV detective 
Poirot, who  did a special Poirot 
impersonation for him.

The appearance is one of what 
Cameron hopes will be many 
on television, as he wants to be 
a professional actor or director 
some day. He has already start-
ed his TV career, and will be 
appearing on the CBBC show 

 next year, which he filmed in 
Glasgow over the summer. 

‘My character is called Isaac, 
and appears in two episodes,’ he 
said. ‘ I applied after seeing an 
advert on the Scottish Disability 
Sport Facebook page. Filming 

 and then filming  
was totally different, because 
with  you had to be really 
exact and careful, but  
was really relaxed because it’s a 
documentary.’

Cameron is now in third year at 
high school, and drama was one 
of his first choices for subjects 
going into the new term.

A recent growth spurt has led 
to more-frequent fractures, but 
Cameron doesn’t let them get 
him down. He was delighted to 
be able to give the Brittle Bone 
Society some recognition nation-
ally and hoped the appearance 
would help to raise money for the 
charity.  The special Children in 
Need edition of 

will be on BBC One at 7pm.
A preview of Cameron’s ap-

pearance can be seen at: www.
facebook.com/officialpudsey LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!: Cameron with Countryfi le Ramble presenter John Craven

A POLISH man will be deport-
ed back to his homeland after 
serving the eight-month prison 
sentence handed down at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

In the dock was 36-year-old 
Pawel Kuznicki, who pleaded 
guilty to assaulting his former 
partner by seizing her by the 
body and pushing her. The 
offence happened in their 
home in Oban on September 
28 this year; Kuznicki had only 
been released from prison on 
August 4.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that a disagree-
ment between Kuznicki, of no 
fixed abode, and his partner 
escalated: ‘He put both hands 
on her shoulders and pushed 
her to the ground in front of 
their children, who became 
increasingly upset.’

The woman took the children 
into the kitchen and wedged a 
chair under the door handle 
to keep him from entering. 
Once he left the home they 
fled to a neighbour who 
described the children as 

being ‘in a very upset state’. 
Mr McGinty added: ‘The 
police were telephoned by the 
oldest child.’

Kuznicki was arrested and 
had been in custody since then.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said that no one had 
been injured in the incident.

‘This is part of a pattern 
that for me is just as worrying 
because one wonders where it 
will end up,’ said Sheriff Ruth 
Anderson, QC.

Mr Thornton said his client 
fully expected a prison sen-
tence: ‘He is in the process of 
being deported; he has already 
been served with papers.’

He added: ‘If not deported on 
his liberty from prison he will 
be sent to Dungavel Detention 
Centre to await deportation.’ 

Sheriff Anderson also 
imposed an non-harassment 
order, that Kuznicki keep 
away from any address where 
his former partner and their 
children might be living.

‘Though that might be aca-
demic,’ said the sheriff.

Man sentenced to eight 
months will be deported

THE break-up of his relation-
ship with his pregnant partner 
ended with a 19-year-old man 
in the dock at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday.

Drew Davidson, of 93 McK-
elvie Road, Oban, admitted 
pushing his partner and caus-
ing her to fall, and also acting 
in a threatening and abusive 
manner and breaking a window 
at the home they shared in the 
town.

The incidents happened on 
August 18 after his partner 
had told him their relationship 
was over and he had gone to 
the property to collect his 
possessions. 

He admitted he was drunk 
at the time. A neighbour had 
heard noise and called the 
police.

He told officers: ‘I smashed 
the window and I will pay for it. 
It’s ok for a woman to hit a man 

but it’s not ok for a man to hit a 
woman. I went up there to get 
my stuff and she hit me.’

Davidson denied breaching 
a bail condition imposed after 
the incident that he did not 
approach his partner; they 
were seen by police officers 
walking alongside each other 
and talking on September 4.

‘It’s just lies,’ said Davidson, a 
trainee chef. His former part-
ner also came to court to say 
that while Davidson had been 
on the street near her she did 
not realise it was him until the 
police stopped him.

‘I told police he was just 
walking down the same street 
as me,’ she said.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
found Davidson guilty and 
sentence was deferred until 
December 8, when Davidson is 
due to appear before the court 
on another matter.

Teenager admits pushing 
pregnant former partner

A TEENAGER walked into 
Oban Police Station demand-
ing to speak ‘to the highest 
ranking officer available’ and 
ended up head-butting the 
wall, the town’s sheriff court 
(pictured) heard on Monday.

Dylan Restwick, 19, who had 
been sent from Glasgow by his 
family to live in the Oban area 
near his grandmother to keep 
him out of trouble, admitted 
threatening and abusive be-
haviour, shouting and swearing 
on March 24 this year near the 
Oban ice factory and also at 
Oban Police Station.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that Restwick, 
of Greenacres, Connel, and 

three friends were drinking in 
the late afternoon near the ice 
factory; Restwick was seen to 
dump a box of empty cans and 
bottles over a wall. 

He said: ‘A woman challenged 
him to go and pick them up.’

Restwick left his friends, went 

over to the woman and began ‘a 
tirade of abuse’.

‘He got so close that she could 
feel his spit on her face as he 
delivered these abusive com-
ments at her,’ said Mr McGin-
ty, adding that Restwick’s own 
friends were shocked by his 
actions.

‘Fifteen minutes later the 
accused entered Oban Police 
Station and demanded to speak 
to the highest-ranking officer 
available. He was noted to be 
visibly intoxicated and angry,’ 
said Mr McGinty.

Restwick was taken into the 
sergeants’ room when his mo-
bile phone rang; he started to 
shout abuse into the phone. He 

repeatedly failed to calm down 
when asked and was arrested.

‘As officers took control of 
his arms, he decided to start 
head-butting a wall,’ said Mr 
McGinty.

Restwick told the officers: ‘I 
refuse to accept that charge.’

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said Restwick had 
little memory of the incident.

‘He is now ashamed of him-
self as a result of reading these 
statements,’ he said, adding 
that Restwick was now seeking 
help from the addictions team 
for his drinking.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence until No-
vember 9 for reports.

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ................................................................
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...............................................................Postcode .................................................

Telephone..............................................Email ......................................................
Terms and conditions: Employees of Country Living Magazine, Wyvex Media and any agencies connected with the 
competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons will not be 
accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. 
Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide your 
email address). Closing date for entries is midnight, November 10, 2015. Tickets will be posted to the winners.

WIN!

The Country Living Magazine Christmas 
Fair is back at SECC, Glasgow from 
November 19 to 22, 2015.  Over 300 of 
the UK’s fi nest craftsmen and women 
will gather together under one roof 
to off er unique gifts, inspired ideas 
and decorations which will bring that 
magical Christmas sparkle to every 
home. Festive inspiration, demonstrations and advice will be on hand in the Cookery and Christmas Theatres 
and Craft and Create Room. Visit www.countrylivingfair.com.

The Oban Times has teamed up with the event to off er readers the chance to win one of ten pairs of tickets. 
To enter, simply answer the question below, complete the coupon and post to The Oban Times, Country Living 
Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. The closing date for entries is November 10, 2015. 

Question: Complete the title of this popular Christmas song: 

Rudolph the red nosed ___________?

tickets to Country 

Living Magazine 

Christmas Fair
10 pairs of 
tickets to 

be won!
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A PAIR of young Lochaber 
boxers punched their way to gold 
medals at the Scottish Novice 
Boxing Championships.

At the recent tournament in 
Ravenscraig, Ewan Easson, 14, 
took the  Scottish Schoolboy 
Novice title, and a gold medal, 
after a tough match against 
the unbeaten reigning Scottish 
Elite champion. Lee Bruce, 17, 
collected Lochaber Phoenix’s 
second gold and became Scottish 
Novice Middleweight champion 
when he also took on an unde-
feated  opponent. 

The Scottish Novice Boxing 
Championships are designed 
for boxers at the start of their 
career. The entry qualifications 
are that any boxer cannot have 
participated in more than six 
contests before the start of the 
competition.

Easson, who was undefeated 
coming into this tournament was 
faced with a proverbial mountain 
to climb in his final when he 
boxed fellow undefeated Ryan 
Haney of Viewpark . 

What made this especially dif-

Torrential rain 
halts weekend 
sport in Lochaber

THE new table tennis season 
is open and the Fort William 
club is looking for people of 
all abilities to come and volley 
shots.

Club members say it is great 
fun and a good way to get some 
exercise in a nice easygoing 
atmosphere where it is possible 
to meet new friends of all ages.

The club plays every Monday 
at the Nevis Centre from 6.45pm 
to 9pm.

A WEEKEND washout wiped 
much sport off the calendar in 
Lochaber last weekend.

Torrential rain caused the Fort 
William FC Scottish Cup 2nd 
round match against in-form 
Cove Rangers, due to be played 
on Saturday, to be postponed.

A victory in that match, 
rescheduled for Saturday this 
week, might see Fort go through 
to the third round of the Scottish 
Cup for the first time in their 
history.

Across on Skye, the golf course 
was too water logged for play and 
the matches have been forced 
back to the coming weekend, the 
last of the season.

For Lochaber Rugby Club, 
it was not the weather, but the 
inability of Shetland Rugby Club 
to field a team which caused 
a cancellation of the match 
between the two sides.

Table tennis aces 
serve up for the 
winter season

Glorious gold medals for Lochaber 
Phoenix boxers

BATTLING BOXER: Ewan 
Easson, right, with the 

Scottish Elite Champion 
Ryan Haney, who he 

beat in the fi nal  

ficult is that Haney was not only 
unbeaten but was the reigning 
Scottish Elite Champion which 
is almost unheard of after so few 
bouts. Easson has shown such a 
talent for the sport he has barely 
lost a round in his contests. He 
immediately showed why the 
Lochaber camp hold him in such 
high regard by taking the centre 
of the ring and forcing Haney 
onto the back foot. 

Easson attacked in combina-
tion continuously, always making 
sure to land the last punch of 
every exchange. 

Battled
Haney knew he had to change 

things in the second round and 
tried to force Easson backwards 
but his opponent realised he 
could not let this happen. This 
resulted in some of the fiercest 
exchanges of the contest as both 
boxers battled for control of the 
strategic position of ring centre. 

The round finished with 
Easson again in the ascendency 
but he knew Haney would throw 
everything at him in the third 
round.

Haney came out strong in the 
last but Easson was now com-
pletely in his groove and con-
tinuously varied his attacking 
combinations and refused to 
give ground to his illustrious 
opponent. 

While this was an incredibly 
skilled and intense match, the 
Lochaber camp was confident 
Easson had done enough and 
the unanimous decision in his 
favour was well deserved. It looks 
like this may be just the first of 
many titles.

Youth middleweight boxer Lee 
Bruce was another Lochaber 
boxer with a stiff task in front 
of him when he boxed another 
undefeated opponent, Murray 
Scott, of the famed Lochend 
club from Edinburgh. 

Bruce is a Lochaber boxer who 
holds no respect for reputations 
and showed that success in box-
ing is also about discipline as well 
as any physical attributes. 

Scott had a very tight 
guard and possessed great 
strength so Lee used the 
strengths he possesses, which was 
an advantage in speed of foot and 
hand. 

Combination
He proceeded to throw in 

combination through the middle 
and then turn Scott at every 
opportunity making the Lochend 
boxer constantly readjust his feet.       

In the second round Scott 
worked the body as often as he 
could trying to slow his fleet 
footed opponent. 

Bruce continued to change 
angles but always well away from 
the ropes to avoid being caught 
where he would reduce his defen-
sive capabilities. 

He made sure to fire straight 
shots in threes and fours. Both 
boxers were working at a hectic 
pace and the crowd were en-
thralled by the spectacle. 

The last round saw the boxers 
work to almost a standstill and in 
the seconds Bruce finally came 
to a stop the two traded furious 
hooks until the final bell in a fit-
ting climax to a fantastic contest. 

Bruce was awarded the decision 
and the title. He is another local 
boxer with the potential to go far.

Senior middleweight Mark 
Gillespie unfortunately lost 

his semi-final on the Saturday 
against James Flaherty of Ban-
nockburn. 

Each round was fought on 
a familiar vein with Gillespie  
skirting the outside of the ring 
and Flaherty pressing forwards. 
Both boxers landed a similar 
amount of punches but the judges 
favoured the more aggressive 
work of the Bannockburn boxer. 

Valuable lesson
This was a bout that was quite 

easily within the reaches of the 
more talented Gillespie if he had 
worked a bit more but it was a 
valuable lesson to take on board 
for the future.    

This weekend Cameron Whyte, 
13, travels to Russia as part of the 
Scottish Schoolboy squad taking 
part in the European Champion-
ships.

It is a 10-day long competition 
and with only seven boxers se-
lected out of the entire country 
it is a credit to Whyte that he 
has put himself in this position 
through talent, desire and hard 
work, training regularly at the 
Scottish high performance centre 
in Glasgow as well as the Loch-
aber Phoenix gym. 

He trained at the Lochaber 
gym from Monday to Thursday 
this week putting the finishing 
touches to his training camp hav-
ing spent the previous four days 
in Glasgow training three times 
a day.  

JUST CHAMPION: An emotional Ewan Easson is declared the winner at the end of his bout

GOLDEN BOY: Lee Bruce after winning his gold medal

A FORT William strongman lift-
ed a motorbike and bikini-clad 
model at the same time in a 
battle of brawn at the European 
Strongest man finals.

Carpet fitter Jeremy Vickers’ 
strongarm tactics saw him finish 
6th of  the 14 muscle-ripped men 
from across Europe at the event 
held in Belfast.

Training partner, mechanic 
Gary Robertson, 34, also man-
aged a creditable 10th in the 
tough but light-hearted competi-
tion held earlier in the month.

Vickers, 28, said: ‘The Euro-
pean 90kg body weight final was 
sponsored by Ducati and for one 
section of the competition we had 
to lift a ‘Monster’ motorcycle, 
which has a dry weight of 167kg, 
with a bikini-clad model sitting 
on the saddle.STRONGMEN: Jeremy Vickers and Gary Robertson lift a car axle with four wheels and tyres 20_f44strong02

‘There were also Atlas stones 
to lift and a Conan’s wheel which 
has a motorbike on the end and 
is rotated around your body. In 
another part of the competition 
there was a 275kg dead lift.’

Vickers is no stranger to major 
competitions having won the 
Scottish Strongest man title four 
years in a row. This year Robert-
son, who has only been training 
for four years, came third in that 
event.

Vickers, who is recovering from 
two hernia operations, said: 
‘For the past four years we have 
trained at a unit on the Nevis 
Bank Industrial Estate with two 
other guys.

‘We practise with as much 
weight as possible, for instance, 
moving big tyres and running 
while carrying beer kegs filled 

with sand. The European cham-
pionships were won by a man 
from Italy and there was an Eng-
lishman ahead of me but at least I 
beat the Welsh and Irish entries.’

Robertson entered the Expo 
at the SECC in Glasgow and 
finished fourth in the 105kg body 
weight section this year despite 
only weighing in at 90kg.

The pair are both due to go 
to Norway at the end of next 
month to take part in the World’s 
Strongest Man competition.

Robertson, who is married with 
a step daughter, said: ‘Our wives 
think we are both mental.’

Vickers agreed and said: ‘My 
mum and sisters cannot watch me 
weightlifting.’

Weightlifting

‘We practise with as much weight as possible’

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 29 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.28 0.4 06.20 4.2 12.57 0.5 18.47 4.2
Fri 01.10 0.5 07.00 4.1 13.42 0.7 19.27 4.0
Sat 01.52 0.7 07.40 3.9 14.28 0.9 20.07 3.7
Sun 02.37 0.9 08.21 3.7 15.16 1.3 20.50 3.4
Mon 03.25 1.2 09.07 3.4 16.10 1.3 21.41 3.1
Tues 04.19 1.5 10.04 3.2 17.15 1.8 23.04 2.8
Wed 05.20 1.7 11.36 3.0 18.45 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16 12

11

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 11ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 12ºC.
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