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No, not Venice - Oban!
MORE TOWN CENTRE SPACES AVAILABLE THANKS TO NEW SCHEME

McCuish has 
parking cash 
in his sights

Getting a longer 
bang for bucks

Tapping into the 
power of the press

Tree felling raised 
in parliament

A POTENTIAL cash boost of 
almost £500,000 from parking 
charges has been put on hold by a 
council committee.

Meanwhile Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee is carrying 
out a parking review in Oban - 
‘one stage at a time.’

But Oban councillors are being 
asked to rise to the challenge 
of plans being drawn up by a 
Helensburgh councillor, who is 
hoping his area can keep all the 
car park cash raised there - and 
drastically reduce the time locals 
have to pay for parking.

Former council leader James 
Robb from Helensburgh asked 
members of the August policy 
and resources committee to 
consider giving revenue gained 
from parking in the four main 
towns to each of the local area 
committees to spend.

One of 17 members on the 
committee who voting against 
the plan, Oban area committee 
chairman Roddy McCuish 
argued that councillor Robb’s 
motion ‘went too far’ and he 
wanted to ‘do things a stage at a 
time.’

Councillor McCuish said: ‘I 
think we have to look closely 
in future at having a great deal 
more money staying in the area 
generating it.’

A consultation with the Oban 
community and businesses is in 
the process of being put together 
on the issue of parking.

‘I have had a lot od positive 
feedback from businesses, which 

are seeing a greater availability 
of parking spaces in the town 
centre, which is exactly the 
point  of the council taking on 
the responsibility for parking 
enforcement.’

He said the otpion of Oban 
keeping parking revenues might 
will come out in the review re-
sponses but added: ‘It would be 
daft to have a review and ignore 
it.

‘We have to be careful of set-
ting a precedent, for example if 
Helensburgh and Lomond kept 
all its council tax, that would 
greatly affect the rest of Argyll 
and Bute.

‘I wish councillor Robb well 
in his endeavour and we will 
be watching closely at how he 
achieves this.’

Councillor Robb wants to make 
parking free in Helensburgh to 
bring people back into the town 

by only charging after the first 
three hours per day. He would 
like to do this with the support 
of the Helensburgh area com-
mittee.

Councillor Robb, a former 
finance spokesman for the 
authority, said  parking fees in 
Bute and Cowal raised £66,000, 
in Mid Argyll and Kintyre raised 
£70,000, in Helensburgh and 
Lomond raise £158,000 while 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles raised 
£416,000 per year.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘ Income gen-
erated from parking is used for 
the upkeep of parking facilities 
throughout the council area.’

Robert MacLean, from Oban, 
who regularly takes his disabled 
daughter to the beach at Gana-
van has asked when some of the 
cash might be used to sort out 
that car park.

He said: ‘If money is being 
used for the upkeep of car parks 
it is high time they sorted the 
marking of bays. The way I see it 
at the moment the council don’t 
have any right to charge because 
the official notices say ‘park in 
marked bays’ - well, there aren’t 
any.’

Businessman Graham Fraser 
from Alba art and gifts shop on 
Albany Street said if charges 
were being removed elsewhere, 
they should be removed in Oban.

‘The parking charges are not 
working for many of the business-
es, they are scaring people away 
from the town. We need to either 
get rid of parking charges - or, 
thinking about giving residents a 
parking permit.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

THE SKIES above Oban 
will be lit up with a fireworks 
display on November 5, thanks 
to a business well known in the 
town.

Pyro1, the company behind 
Oban’s infamous ‘Obang’ 
when a full display was fired 
off in just one minute in 2011, 
will return to the town to de-
liver a display that should last 
a little longer.

The display, which will take 
place over Oban Bay, will also 
welcome the Scottish Rural 
Parliament to the town.

Oban councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish is encouraging people 
to come along at 7.15pm for 
a 7.30pm start and enjoined 
businesses in the town to open 
late to take advantage of the 
extra footfall.

WITH people across the West 
Highlands suffering from the 
effects of too much water, is-
landers on Coll are celebrating 
after a drinking water tap was 
reconnected. 

The tap at the middle pier 
toilets was cut off by Scottish 
Water two weeks ago, much to 
chagrin of the islanders.

Scottish Water relented after 
The Oban Times contacted it 
and the tap was turned back on 
last week, with one community 
councillor calling it ‘a victory 
for common sense’.

THE SCOTTISH Govern-
ment has been urged to ensure 
tree-felling work in the West 
Highlands does not trigger 
landslides which then lead to 
road closures.

Labour MSP Dave Stewart 
raised the issue with Trans-
port Minister Keith Brown 
on Tuesday after an incident 
on the A82 a mile north of 
Corran led to the road being 
closed for more than 30 hours.

on time, says project manager
A DELAY to the long-running 
Oban regeneration project 
should not worry residents, the 
project manager has said.

Linda Houston moved to allay 
fears that the CHORD project 
for the town centre would not 
be completed on time.

She told Oban community 
council on Monday that the 
start date for the first stage of 
work was being moved from 
October to December this 
year. 

The CHORD project has 
been accused of stalling for 
six years after the town was 
allocated £6.9million for im-
provements.

But in the past year, devel-
opments have gathered pace, 
under the stewardship of Ms 
Houston: the pedestrianisation 
of Stafford Street, the demo-
lition of the White Building 
to create a public space and 
better facilities for visitors and 
improvements to the sea front.

However, community council 
chairwoman Marri Malloy was 
concern at what she viewed 

as a further delay. She said: ‘I 
understood that the start date 
would be October. This delay is 
bad news because Oban people 
have waited years for this.’

Ms Houston explained the 
delay was down to ‘technicali-
ties’ encountered by designers 
on the North Pier project.

She added: ‘With Stafford 
Street - stage one of the project 
- tenders are out at the moment 
and on November 7 we will 
get copies of submissions and 
announce the contractor by the 
end of November.

‘When we know the con-

tractor we will get together to 
discuss the practicalities of 
work from December to May 
next year.’

Speaking at the community 
council meeting, Oban coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish, said he 
shared Ms Malloy’s frustration 
but said he had been reassured 
that the ‘delivery date’ of the 
project would remain the same.

The community council 
expressed gratitude to Ms 
Houston for taking the project 
to this point, adding they 
appreciated her coming to 
meetings to give updates.  

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN man Hector Macdon-
ald was forced to push the boat 
out on Tuesday morning, after 
flooding left his work lorry 
trapped in Glencruitten Road.

In a moment of inspired 
‘blue skies thinking’, he used 
a speedboat stored in his work 

yard and took to the flood water 
on Lochavullin Road, paddling 
slowly past submerged cars in 
his makeshift lifeboat, taking a 
passenger with him on the way.

High tides, torrential rain and 
overflowing rivers had caused 
chaos over the previous seven 

days, with landslides trapping 
drivers for five hours on Sunday 
night on the A82 in Lochaber.

chaos is on page three and an 
exclusive picture special on 
page 10.

Oban area committee chairman 
councillor Roddy McCuish
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MULL
lines

Island draws moth fans 

From cable to TV fame

Eat, drink and be merry

Spreading the good news

FLUTTER: Burnet Moth Symposium held on the island recently                                                               

MULL hosted the seventh International Burnet Moth Sympo-
sium recently which saw delegates travel from as far away as 
Serbia and Japan to Tobermory. 

The four-day conference, organised by Butterfly Conserva-
tion Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage, focused on just 
one family: the zygaenidae or Burnet moths. 

Research scientists and keen amateurs gathered together for 
a series of lectures and events, held at venues across the island. 
Mull is an important site for two Burnet species: the Trans-
parent Burnet moth and the localised Slender Scotch Burnet 
moth. The latter is found only on the islands of Mull, Ulva 
and Gometra. The Slender scotch is extinct as a mainland spe-
cies – though there was previously a population on Morvern. 
Following a lovely evening reception at An Tobar, delegates 
were invited to attend two days of lectures at Glengorm Castle. 

These lectures focused on Burnet species from the Americas 
and Africa, with discussion on genetics, population dynamics 
and breeding biology. Once the presentations were over, par-
ticipants enjoyed a short guided walk around the estate to view 
some of Glengorm’s slender Scotch conservation areas and 
famous Highland cattle. 

The Tobermory Distillery tour proved very popular, 
as did a trip out to the Isle of Ulva to sample delicious 
local produce and explore further Slender scotch sites. 
The final day of lectures focused on Burnet moth conservation 
in Scotland, with presentations from local conservation work-
ers and recorders at the Aros Hall. 

The organisers said they have received outstanding feedback 
from delegates concerning the beauty of Mull, the hospitality 
and islanders’ enthusiasm for their natural heritage. 

TWO Openreach engineers enjoyed their fifteen minutes of 
fame as part of a BBC Scotland television documentary.

The subsea work to lay broadband cables will feature in a 
three-part series which will be broadcast in 2015. 

The Digital Highlands and Islands project, being delivered 
by BT, is installing more than 800km of new fibre-optic cables 
on land and more than 400km of subsea cables over 20 cross-
ings to Scottish islands. The links between Tobermory and 
Kilchoan and between Duart Bay and Oban were completed 
last week. The work is part of a project led by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE), with the Scottish government, the 
UK government and BT to provide fibre broadband to 84 per 
cent of the Highlands and Islands by 2016. 

A SCOTTISH saga which sweeps across the time of St 
Columba to the Scottish independence referendum, has  been 
published in a Bulgarian newspaper. The author, who lived on 
the island of Iona for four months this summer, has brought the 
tiny Hebridean isle to thousands of  European readers.                                     

Rasho Rashkov said: ‘The best and advantageous way to get 
to know a place is not just to visit it as a tourist, but to stay for a 
reasonable period of time. 

‘That way you get to know its history, nature, culture, way 
of life and customs of the local people. And, of course, it is 
a very good way of improving your working knowledge of the 
country’s language.’

Mr Rashkov, who volunteered to work at the Bishop’s House, 
continued: ‘Actually, most Bulgarians are unfamiliar with the 
story of St.Columba and his importance to Christianity in 
Scotland. And the Scottish independence referendum is not 
well understood by the Bulgarian media and public.

‘There is no comparison between the issues thrown up during 
the referendum between Scotland and England with what’s 
going on in the other end of mainland Europe. 

‘The disorder, lawlessness and pandemonium in Ukraine, the 
fraternal civil war raging between Ukrainians and Russians, is 
in stark contrast to the tolerance, mutual respect and esteem 
shown by both sides of the independence debate. 

‘It was a debate conducted largely within the framework of 
British civilized values and behaviour.’

CABLE STARS: Openreach engineers Iain McDonald from 
Oban and Mike Beckett from Tobermory

THE ANNUAL Salen Christmas Fayre will be held on De-
cember 3 in Salen Church. 

Anyone who would like to book a table for themselves or an 
organisation should contact Megan Whyte or Donna Dugdale 
as soon as possible.

The organisers are hoping to encourage more people to set up 
food stalls at this year’s event.

THE APPOINTMENT of a risk 
management expert to the role 
of chairman may be a prudent 
one by BID4Oban as it prepares 
to deliver an ambitious business 
plan.

The business community com-
pany has this week announced 
Graeme Bass, the senior account 
executive at Clark Thomson, will 
take over from out-going chair-
man John Forteith.

David MacGregor of Simmers 
& Co will succeed Alister Jack-
son as vice-chairman.

Mr Bass, described as an active 
board member on BID4Oban, 
has a broad view of the business 
company. The group has under-
taken a review of work completed 
to date and wants everyone in the 
town to know where it is going 
with this plan.

He said on Monday: ‘It is a 
hugely exciting time to take on 
this role. It is a tremendous honour 

to be granted the opportunity to 
take forward the work so ably 
carried out by John and Alister.

‘There have been many signif-
icant achievements by the BID 

terms of improving the physical 
environment of our open spaces, 
supporting businesses through 
providing assistance to improve 
shop fronts and encouraging 
local spend through the Love Oban 
voucher scheme.

‘Earlier this year, we delivered 
a mobile-responsive promotional 
platform via the mi-LoveOban app 
– which is free to both levy payers 
and users – and, more generally, 

has been greatly enhanced through 
marketing initiatives with partner 
organisations.’

Mr Bass, who comes with 
enormous global achievements in 
risk and insurance for both local 
and international companies, has 
settled in Oban, adding that the 
West Highlands was very close 
to his heart. ‘One of my first jobs 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Risk management executive a safe 
bet as BID4Oban changes the guard

STEADY HAND: Graeme Bass is 
the new chairman of BID4Oban

Challenge to Holyrood to 
bring jobs back to Argyll

More hours and money 
for childcare welcomed

AN MP is demanding that the 
Scottish government relocates a 
government agency to Argyll and 
Bute to help stem the flow of jobs 
out of the region.

Alan Reid, who represents Ar-
gyll and Bute, said jobs are being 
lost to the area and it is time to 
reverse the trend.  

Mr Reid said: ‘The centralisa-
tion of the police has led to the 
loss of the superintendent post 
in Lochgilphead and two chief 
inspector posts in Oban and in 
Mid Argyll and Kintyre, being 
merged into one. 

‘These were very well paid 
jobs and so the local shops lose 
the spending power of the post 
holders. Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise has lost many posts.

‘The plan to end jury trials in 
Oban and Campbeltown will see 
jobs go in these courts and will 
have implications for well-paid 
jobs in local legal firms.

‘The Council Tax freeze with-
out fully compensating the local 

authority has seen many council 
jobs go.

‘All this has been one-way 
traffic. There has been no dis-
persal of civil service jobs from 
Edinburgh or Glasgow to Argyll 
and Bute. There should be. 

‘Superfast broadband coming 
to all the towns means that a lot 
of administration work could 
be done just as well here as in 
Glasgow or Edinburgh and office 
accommodation is a lot cheaper.’

However, a Scottish government 
spokesman defended Holyrood’s 
record over the decentralisation 
of government jobs. 

He said: ‘The Lerwick decla-
ration made clear that this gov-
ernment believes in subsidiary 
and local decision making, and 
our reform of police and fire and 
rescue has brought the services 
closer to communities.

‘We are committed to im-
proving public services through 
our continuing commitment to 
enhancing performance.’

 

A renal (kidney dialysis) patient from 
Argyll will typically travel for up to 36 
hours a week to receive treatment
spend 12 hours a week on a dialysis 
machine
spend six hours a week waiting 
for transport
take 24 hours to recover from 
treatment
spend three days a week 
going to and from appoint-
ments
be unable to take up a full 
time job

Guidelines from The Renal Association state a unit should be:
less than 30 minutes from home 
within 25 miles of a person’s home

There are currently 16 travelling dialysis patients in Argyll.

There are other patients who have dialysis at home. 
This method means being on a machine all night - most 
nights. It does not work for everyone.

Health experts are predicting a boom in dialysis 
patients because of an increase in obesity and 
diabetes-related conditions.

Most people have two kidneys, about four inches long, found at the back of the body near 
the lower ribs. A healthy kidney is a fi ltering system for blood in the body - vital for life.

An Oban Times campaign

ISLAND MOTHER’S HEARTFELT PLEA TO TREAT CHILDREN NEARER TO THEIR HOMES 

‘The technology is there’
DIALYSIS for children can 
mean families having to leave 
their Argyll homes to live near a 
city hospital.

That is the story of one Mull 
couple who had to move with 
their son John, aged nine, after 
his kidney function proved so 
poor he had to return to a main-
land hospital for dialysis care.

Mum Karen Drysdale  wanted 
other parents to know just how 
devastating the disease can be 
for island families: ‘When John 

was ill we were never at home. 
My husband Greg couldn’t be 
at work on Mull and make it to 
the hospital - so it meant that we 
were living apart for most of the 
time. We didn’t have any other 
children at that time. I don’t 
know what we would have done 
if we had.

‘It made no sense for John 
and I to come up and down the 
road from Glasgow to our home 
because we simply had to turn 
right round and come straight 
back down to the hospital.

‘The worst period was winter 
when the ferries seemed to be 
cancelled all the time. In the end, 
we moved in with my mum in 

Stirling. It was with a truly heavy 
heart that we decided to leave 
our friends on the island.

‘That was ten years ago and I 
had hoped things in Oban might 
have changed for the better. I 
think it’s got worse. The technol-
ogy is there so how on earth can 

it be cheaper to shunt people up 
and down that long and bumpy 
road?’ Karen backs The Oban 
Times - Wilma’s Wish campaign 
for a fully-functioning dialysis 
unit in Oban.

Young John underwent a 
successful transplant operation 

shortly after his 12th birthday. 
Karen said: ‘I often think of how 
different our lives would have 
been if we had been allowed to 
stay on Mull.

‘But we can’t go back - at the 
time it was a living nightmare for 
every member of my family.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

was on the Corran Ferry as a 
deck hand,’ he said.’

His mother was a MacLean of 
the Lochaber MacLeans. He is 
no stranger to The Oban Times 
having featured on its front page 
in 1975 as a delegate to the Inter-
national Boy Scouts Jamboree in 
Norway.

Mr Forteith said: ‘I am delighted 
to announce that, after two years in 
the role, I will be handing over the 
chairmanship baton for BID4Oban 
Ltd to Graeme Bass of Clark 
Thomson. 

‘Graeme has been an extremely 
active member of the BID4Oban 
board and is hugely passionate 
about Oban’s future success. He 
brings a sound and objective style 
to the team – critical when repre-
senting such a broad spectrum of 
businesses.’

BID4Oban manager Nic Jones 

‘seamless transtion’, and praised 
Mr Forteith and Mr Jackson, who 
he said had ‘worked tirelessly’ for 
the future prosperity of Oban.

Time for marked 
improvements

Drill rig collapse 
blocks main road 

Charity kitchen to 
open doors to all

Keeping alive the 
WW1 memories 

THE councillor for Oban, 
South and the Isles, Roddy 
McCuish, has tasked Argyll 
and Bute council with review-
ing road markings in the town, 
as many are now out of date.

Councillor McCuish, chair-
man of Oban, Lorn and the 
isles area committee, pointed 
to one example of ‘historical 
markings’ being the bus park-
ing bay outside the old Rock-
field primary school, which 
was used for school buses.

He told members of Oban 
community council on Mon-
day: ‘There are a lot of histor-
ical markings that no longer 
mean anything.’

THE A83 had to be closed 
after a specialist drill rig being 
used to survey the road slipped 
from its mooring, down an 
embankment.  

BEAR Scotland closed the 
road at Strone Point for one 
hour last Thursday after the 
rig, used as part of the investi-
gation works for the proposed 
road improvements in the 
area, came loose.

Nobody was injured during 
the incident but the recovery 
work had to be undertaken 
during daylight hours to 
ensure the safety of the oper-
atives. 

Alternative routes were 
available through the A819 
from Inveraray, then the A85 
and A82.

A CHARITY that provides 
food and shelter for the most 
vulnerable people in the Oban 
area is encouraging people to 
attend its open day next week.

HOPE Kitchen is a Chris-
tian-led organisation that 
offers food, laundry services 
and computer access four 
afternoons per week.

But in order to publicise its 
work, it is opening its Argyll 
Street premises to the wider 
public next Wednesday from 
10.30am.

Throughout May to August 
this year, HOPE Kitchen 
served a hot meal to 87 differ-
ent people.

TO COMMEMORATE the 
beginning of The Great War, 
the Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
are holding a concert in the 
church, based on stories from 
the conflict.

‘Keep the Home Fires Burn-
ing’ on Friday, November 7 
will involve a variety evening 
of local story-telling and songs 
of WWI from 7pm.

There will be pipers from 
Oban high school and singing 
from Dalmally primary school. 

MORE childcare and early 
learning hours are being offered 
in Argyll and Bute following 
the rollout of new government 
legislation.

For three and four-year-olds, 
there will be an increase from 
475 to 600 hours a year for each 
family, and childminders will 
also be available at home for 
two year-olds, if their individual 
needs require it.

Argyll and Bute council is on 

the lookout for childminders, 
who may be entitled to grants of 
up to £500 to start them off on 
their career, while school leavers 
and those returning to work are 
also being encouraged. 

The council’s policy lead for 
children and families, Coun-
cillor Mary-Jean Devon, said: 
‘The increased number of hours 
provides the opportunity for pas-
sionate, patient and committed 
people to help deliver childcare.’
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C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Clipex 
Metal Post 
fencing 
Demonstrations
CONTRACTOR 
TRAINING DAY 
12TH NOVEMBER

DROP-IN 
DEMONSTRATIONS 
13TH NOVEMBER

At C. Hodge Fencing, 
Lerags, Oban
Phone 01631 563271 
to book places for training day

Clippex metal fencing

   and rock posts

SEVEN DAYS OF RELENTLESS RAIN DRIVES MOTORISTS AROUND THE BEND AS THEY ‘NAVIGATE’ THE REGION’S FLOODED HIGHWAYS

Drivers plough through deluge as 
downpour brings chaos to roads

INUNDATED: (left) a Land Rover surges through the fl ooded A85 at Dunbeg on Sunday and (right) cars paint a forlorn picture as they lie submerged in the Lochavullin car park on Tuesday morning 

THE OWNER of a removals 
and storage business that was 
ransacked by thieves says he 
has been forced to improve 
security at his site.

Following the incident last 
weekend, Graham MacQueen, 
MBE, owner of MacQueen 
Bros in Oban’s Glengallan 
Industrial Estate, warned 
fellow business owners that 
Argyll was as vulnerable to 
theft as anywhere else.

Thieves broke into the storage 
yard at MacQueen Bros and 
forced entry to around 30 
locked containers overnight 
between 2pm on Saturday and 
11.30am on Sunday.

Mr MacQueen, who is known 
for his charity work in the 
town, said: ‘Initially, I was 
horrified but it was not as bad 
as I first feared. Only about 
five per cent of our customers 
were affected. The containers 

broken into did not have our 
high security locks and it seems 
they have taken diesel, scrap 
metal and power tools.

‘We are checking our CCTV 
but maybe we needed some-
thing like this to realise that 
Argyll is not the place it was.

‘You get people wandering 
into the area, breaking into 
things. We are strengthening 
security but everyone must 
realise Argyll is as vulnerable 

as anywhere now.’ Every 
MacQueen Bros customer is 
being given a high security 
lock.

Police believe there was also 
an attempt to steal a motor 
vehicle at the yard. Oban CID 
are investigating the incident 
and are urging anyone who may 
have seen or heard anything 
suspicious in the area during 
the time the offence took place 
to get in touch on 101. 

‘Argyll is not the place it was’ says 
owner of premises targeted by thieves 

TORRENTIAL rain brought 
havoc to the West Highlands 
over the past week with land-
slides, road closures and rivers 
bursting their banks. 

Oban’s major retail park and  
industrial estate were submerged 
in several feet of water on Tues-
day morning when high tides 
and overflowing drains flooded 
Lochavullin Road and the adja-
cent Lochavullin free car park. 
Flood water lapped against the 
windows of some stricken cars. 

Despite flood warning notices 
and police tape to cordon off the 
roundabout at the Tesco super-
market, a lorry driver ploughed 
through the middle of the flood 
creating a wave which lifted 
parked cars and swept them into 
others in the car park.

Police are now checking CCTV 
images to identify the vehicle and 
driver involved in the incident.

Stores in the Lochavullin 

industrial estate were marooned  
and suffered a huge loss of 
custom as roads were closed. A 
small trickle of shoppers braved 
the elements to walk to Tesco.

Hector Macdonald, who works 
in the haulage department at 
Flit Self Drive in Oban, used a 
speedboat from his works yard 
on Glencruitten Road to paddled 
his way along Lochavullin Road 
on Tuesday morning. He said: 
‘Our trucks couldn’t get out at 
all, so taking the boat out was 
a bit of fun to pass the time. I’ll 
bet no-one has sailed along this 
street before.’

Several incidents were reported 
to police across the region, with 
landslides closing off major 
trunk roads. On Sunday morning 
a German tourist had to be res-
cued from his car when it became 
swamped in water in Glen Orchy. 
He was taken to Oban and the 
car was later recovered.

Later that morning, police 
received calls about flooding 
on the A85 at Dunbeg, at the 

Kilchrenan junction on the A85 
at Taynuilt, and later in the day 
landslides were reported in the 
Portnacroish area of Appin and 
northwards towards Lochaber.

On Monday afternoon, police 
received reports of two-and-a-
half feet of water lying on the 
A828 near Benderloch and were 
also contacted about water lying 
on the A85 at Saulmore. 

Police closed off the back road 
between Oban and Connel on 
Monday morning when it flood-
ed about a mile from Connel.

Emergency teams were sent to 
deal with landslips on the A83 
near to the ‘Rest and Be Thank-
ful’ in the early hours of Tuesday.
Estimates suggest that 800 
tonnes of material had been 
swept onto the trunk road and 
that resilience netting caught a 
further 1000 tonnes of material 
coming off the hillside.

At Glen Kinglas, north of Rest 
and Be Thankful, a landslip 
saw 20 tonnes of material being 
washed onto the trunk road 

which was cleared.The A82 south 
of Fort William was closed after 
two landslides blocked the road 
near Onich on Sunday evening, 
with 50 people travelling in 15 
vehicles, who  were stuck for 

five hours. Temporary traffic 
lights were put in place at Cor-
rycurrachan Bridge and also at 
Glenrigh to partially reopen the 
road on Monday. Meanwhile, 
Soroba Road flooded when the 

Black Lynn Burn burst its banks 
on Tuesday morning, flooding 
the lane linking Lynn Road and 
Mosspark, with one house taking 
in six inches of water. More pic-
tures on page 10.

TORRENTIAL: a landslip at Glen Kinglas closed the A83                                                Photo courtesy of BEAR Scotland
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Redundancy pay 
fears for workers

‘Erratic’ motorist 
stopped by police

Health overspend 
won’t aff ect care

STAFF at the Co-op store on 
Soroba Road, Oban will find 
out today (Thursday) whether 
they will receive redundancy 
pay when they lose their jobs.

The store is due to close after 
it was purchased by German 
retail giant Lidl last month.

A Co-op employee, who 
asked not to be named, said: 
‘All the staff received letters, 
dated October 24, telling them 
they were invited to discuss 
the ‘potential redundancy 
situation’.

‘Obviously, a few of us are 
worried by the wording of 
that, as before we were told it 
was a collective redundancy 
that all staff would get. Also, 
the union representative can’t 
make it up for the meetings so 
we will be in on our own - it’s 
ridiculous.’

The Co-op store is set to be 
demolished, with a new Lidl 
building built on the site.

Lidl will transfer existing 
staff from its current store in 
Lochavullin Drive, with con-
struction and opening dates 
for the new store still to be 
confirmed.

A STUDENT has had his car 
seized and faces various road 
traffic charges after police no-
ticed him driving erratically.

Police officers watched the 
26-year-old Edinburgh man 
driving on the A85 at Dunbeg 
last Saturday and stopped him 
at around 5pm.

As well as being reported 
for various driving offences, 
the student also allegedly held 
a false international driving 
permit. 

A POWERFUL watchdog has 
criticised NHS Highland for 
borrowing £2.5million from 
the Scottish government.

Medical chiefs have tried 
to reassure the public that 
patient care would not be 
compromised after reports of 
a huge budget overspend at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

BARCALDINE-based business 
Renewables Now released a 
startling statistic this week: their 
customers are qualifying for 
more than £1.25m of income so 
far, from the government Re-
newable Heat Incentive scheme 
(RHI). The RHI scheme pays 
homeowners to use renewable 
heating systems such as heat 
pumps and pellet boilers to heat 
their homes.

Will Currie,  managing director 
of Renewables Now, is amazed at 
how much income is being gen-
erated since the scheme opened 
in April this year. ‘Last week we 
looked at the fi gures we have on 
fi le here and I was stunned at the 
amount of money our customers 
are benefi tting from to date. This 
is just the start of the scheme. 
We have a lot more installations 

in the pipeline.’  The RHI is eff ec-
tively a reward for people who 
replace their current heating 
appliances with a renewable 
heating system. 

This reduces their CO2 output 
and assists the government in 
reaching its 2020 carbon reduc-
tion targets. Once a qualifying 
renewable heating system is 
installed the owner of the new 
system is entitled to register for 
seven years of quarterly pay-
ments via the RHI scheme. 

‘I’ve replaced my oil boiler with 
a pellet boiler,’ said one custom-
er.  ‘I’m now receiving £3,200 
per year for the next seven years 
and my fuel is costing me about 
£1,200. Over the seven years it’ll 
pay for my fuel and the installa-
tion costs, so eff ectively its free.’ 

Backing up the UK wide RHI 

scheme is a Scottish govern-
ment interest free loan of up 
to £10,000 to assist with the 
installation costs and this 
level of support shows the 
government’s commitment to 
supporting domestic renewable 
heating. Renewables Now 
customers, who have installed 
biomass boilers are receiving on 
average, an annual income of 
£2,318,  for ground source heat 
pumps £2,510 and for air source 
heat pump customers £868 per 
year. These are signifi cant sums 
and uptake of the scheme is 
growing rapidly.

The Department of Energy and 
climate Change (DECC), expects 
the scheme to be open to appli-
cants until March 2021 although 
tariff s for new entrants are likely 
to reduce over this period.

Renewables Now Director 
Ann Rowan says demand is very 
high:  ‘Not a lot of people have 
heard about the RHI scheme 
since it started, but those who 
have, are keen to benefi t from it. 
Our numbers of enquiries have 
soared as word of this fantastic 
opportunity spreads. We really 
need more installers to meet the 
demand. I don’t think there is a 
better way to invest your money 
at the moment.’

This windfall of £1.25 million 
is only going to increase and 
you can become part of it, so 
come along to  the Renewables 
Technology Showcase this Sat-
urday November 1 at Oban high 
school and talk to Renewables 
Now and Home Energy Scotland 
to discover what the RHI can do 
for you. 

Argyll home owners cash in on £1.25m 
windfall - ‘A lot more to come’ 

ADVERTORIAL



4 NEWS Thursday 30 October, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

THE NEWLY-elected SNP 
councillor for the Oban North 
and Lorn ward has called for 
cross-party co-operation in 
the wake of the independence 
referendum.

Iain Stewart MacLean, North 
Connel, won the Argyll and Bute 
council by-election at stage four 
of the count when independent 
candidate Stephanie Irvine, 
Connel, was last to be eliminat-
ed.

Returning officer Sally Louden 
announced the result just after 
midnight on Friday, declaring 
there was a turnout of 33.07 
per cent (2,664 votes) with 25 
rejected papers. The turnout was 
an increase of 249 ballots from 
the previous by-election in July 
when the late John MacGregor 
was elected to the ward.

Following the result, councillor 
MacLean, who previously ran 
for election in ward four, Oban 
South and the Isles, said: ‘Thank 
you very much everyone. It’s 
been a long, hard battle.

‘As you know, I stood in ward 
four and had a tremendous team 
behind me who have fought for 
months and months. 

‘We have now extended that 
team beyond the SNP family and 
we have an alliance of others who 
are supporting us, and that’s why 
we came to victory today.

‘We want to extend that beyond 
the SNP to co-operate with those 
who would like to see improve-
ment for Scotland.’

New Oban and Lorn councillor reaches 
out across political divide to all parties

BY-ELECTION SUCCESS: Iain Stewart MacLean (left) wins the Oban North and Lorn ward - the candidates are shown the results (right).                   16_t44byelection2 (left)

Councillor MacLean received 
1,090 first preference votes, 
compared to 629 for Mrs Irvine, 
530 for Labour candidate Kei-
ron Green, Oban, and 415 for 
Andrew Vennard, Oban, of the 
Conservatives.

Councillor MacLean added: 
‘We need to reach out to the 

people who voted ‘No’ [in the 
independence referendum], who 
are maybe disappointed by the 
promises that were made and are 
wavering at the moment. 

‘We need to see if we can do 
something else for Scotland.

‘Locally, I’d like the eight coun-
cillors to come together. I know 

them all and will certainly work 
to do that. Roddy McCuish, who 
has just become chairman of the 
local area committee, I feel has 
that feeling too.

‘On that basis, if we can work 
together, cross-party, then we 
can hopefully provide policies 
that will meet to improve our 

needs locally, then we can ad-
dress issues for Argyll.’

The other candidates thanked 
their campaign teams and the 
staff who helped at the count, 
with Mr Vennard adding that 
he thought Mr MacLean would 
make a good councillor for the 
ward. The Oban North and Lorn 

ward takes in the majority of 
Oban and extends to Kilmelford, 
Appin and Bridge of Orchy.

Councillor MacLean joins 
fellow SNP member Iain Angus 
MacDonald and independent 
councillors Elaine Robertson 
and Duncan MacIntyre in the 
ward.

STEVEN RAE
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Health minister talks on rural issues

Hybrid ferries not cheap option

MEDICAL MATTERS:  From left, Dr Richard Wilson, Michael Russell MSP, Pauline Jespersen, Alex Neil MP and Dr Erik Jespersen   17_t44surgery1

SCOTTISH cabinet secretary for 
health and well-being, Alex Neil, 
was in Oban last week to discuss 
rural healthcare and provisions 
in Argyll and Bute.

Mr Neil, MSP for Airdrie and 
Shotts, visited the Lorn Medical 

Centre on Thursday to meet Mi-
chael Russell MSP for Argyll and 
Bute and staff at the practice.

Dr Richard Wilson, Dr Erik 
Jespersen and nursing team 
leader and prescriber Pauline 
Jespersen joined the politicians 

to discuss challenges faced at the 
medical practice such as budget 
allocations, access to services 
and patient transport.

That evening he met with 
Glenorchy and Inishail com-
munity council convenor Kate 

Craig and Conservative and 
Unionist MSP for the Highlands 
and Islands Jamie McGrigor, to 
discuss concerns regarding GP 
recruitment, budgets and surgery 
hours raised at a recent meeting 
held in Dalmally Village hall. 

Get Set 4 Autism project 
to tackle isolation issues

FUNDING for children living 
with autism in Argyll will see 
more than half a million pounds 
invested into a vital service.

Autism Argyll has successfully 
secured cash from Investing in 
Communities which means that 
more than 200 families in the 
area will be supported.

Welcoming the cash, Alison 
Leask from Autism Argyll said: 
‘This generous funding grant is 
fantastic news. We know about 
the sense of isolation which exists 
locally amongst many families 
who have children with autism.

‘Contact with both profession-
als and other families who are 
experiencing similar challenges 
can be rare and, as a result, many 
currently feel like they are left to 
cope alone.  

‘Get Set 4 Autism aims to 
overcome these issues and be 
empowering for parents, offering 
the guidance and support that 
their family needs to flourish.’

Autism is a lifelong, develop-
ment condition that affects the 
way a person communicates, 
interacts and processes informa-
tion. Some people will have more 
subtle difficulties, where others 
will have complex needs requir-
ing more intensive support. 

The £548,622 Investing in 
Communities grant awarded to 
the five-year ‘Get Set 4 Autism’ 
initiative, will help in providing 
post-diagnosis support to fam-

ilies with children up to the age 
of 18 years who are on the autism 
spectrum.  

Delivered in partnership with 
Autism Scotland, the project 
aims to help reduce feelings of 
isolation which can be height-
ened by families living with 
autism in rural areas. It will pro-
mote a greater understanding of 
autism, improve communication 
between parents and profes-
sionals and ultimately equip 
parents with the information and 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

practical skills to enable them to 
support their child better. 

Charlene Tait, director of 
development at Scottish Autism 
,said: ‘We are delighted with this 
substantial funding grant from 
the Big Lottery which will enable 
us to establish this new initiative. 

‘Families living in rural areas 
have it particularly tough simply 
as it is much harder to access 
resources and support.’

Generous 
funding 
grant is 
fantastic 
news   ”

Alison Leask
Autism Argyll

HYBRID ferries purchased by the 
Scottish government cost three times 
that of a ‘normal’ ferry because of 
their dual fuel capacity, according to 
an independent ferry operator.

And Gordon Ross of Western 
Ferries claims the battery and 
fuel-powered vessels will only save 
£19,000 per year in diesel costs.

But CMAL, the Scottish govern-
ment-owned company which owns 
the CalMac ferries, says it is leading 
the way in innovative ferry design.

Western Ferries, based in Dunoon, 
recently paid £4 million for a ferry to 
run on the Dunoon-Gourock route 
which will take 40 cars and 200 
passengers while the recently com-
missioned third hybrid ferry costing 
£12.3 million will carry 20 cars and 
150 passengers.

Mr Ross, whose vessel was built 
at Cammel Laird, said: ‘The driver 
for us in getting a new vessel was to 
reduce our tonnage. In turn this will 
make us much more fuel efficient.’

Professor Alf Baird of Edinburgh 
Napier University has criticised the 
Scottish government for procuring 
the hybrid ferries saying they are ‘a 

dog’s breakfast’ with ‘10 to 15 tonnes 
of battery on these ferries. For ships 
designed to carry such small num-
bers that is a lot of deadweight’.

A Transport Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘This new vessel will be fuel ef-
ficient and have lower maintenance 
costs, whilst ensuring a quality 

service for passengers. 
‘These low emission hybrid ferries, 

built in Scotland, are helping to con-
tribute to the Scottish government’s 
targets on cutting climate change 
emissions, with initial operational 
experience indicating around a 28 
per cent fuel saving and an associ-

ated reduction in carbon emissions.’
The new CalMac vessel is expected 

to be launched in spring 2016, before 
entering service in the autumn. 

Its hybrid system will combine 
traditional diesel power with electric 
battery power to reduce fuel con-
sumption and carbon emissions. 

CMAL criticised for commissioning ferries that it is claimed will not produce big savings

LOUISE LEE
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HYBRID CRITICISM: Tarbert to Portavadie’s MV Lochinvar, one of the controversial hybrid ferries   Photo courtesy CML

Spanish tiles will 
roof slate island’s 
history centre 

John Muir Trust 
to repair popular 
Cuillins path 

A CONTROVERSIAL 
decision will see foreign tiles 
used on an island building 
celebrating the history of the 
west Highlands’ slate industry.

In a decision called ‘incom-
prehensible’ by disgruntled 
islanders, Argyll and Bute 
council’s planning committee  
agreed to changing a planning 
condition  to allow Spanish 
slates to be used.

At the eleventh hour, a local 
builder had offered 30,000 
west Highland slate tiles to 
the contractor - but it is under-
stood he was turned down.

A spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute council said: ‘At the 
meeting of the planning, pro-
tective services and licensing 
committee (PPSL) members 
agreed to allow the use of a 
slate known as CUPA Heavy 3 
to roof the brand new Atlantic 
Islands Centre on Luing.  

‘Although this slate is not 
indigenous to the area, it is a 
good match for Luing slate 
and the village itself already 
contains a number of buildings 
with different slates. 

‘We feel that the use of this 
slate fits nicely with the histor-
ic environment of the island 
and is acceptable for this new 
build.’

An islander, who did not want 
to be named, said: ‘It is so silly 
that the island is renowned for 
roofing the world and we can’t 
even put our tiles on our own 
building.’

Putting older folk 
fi rst leads team 
to awards fi nal
LOCHABER’S healthcare 
team has been shortlisted for 
a national award for its work 
with older people in the area.

The district group for NHS 
Highland has made it to the fi-
nal of the Scottish Healthcare 
Awards in the ‘integrated care 
for older people’ category af-
ter being nominated by retired 
Lochaber GP Michael Foxley 
and a doctor from Raigmore 
Hospital in Inverness. 

The team was picked for its 
work integrating health and 
social care in the region.

In a statement  about the 
group, judges said: ‘We believe 
the team deserves an award 
for the culmination of years 
of work which is all geared 
towards helping older people 
to live safely at home and be as 
independent as possible.

‘This team has taken the 
unique opportunity to really 
put the person at the heart of 
service delivery. They have 
been able to deliver the care 
and support to service users 
when they needed it most and 
where they wanted it most.

‘And they have had the 
courage to shine a light where 
there has been a lack of care 
and taken decisive action.’

Lochaber district team 
will be up against five other 
groups and individuals for the 
award and the winner will be 
announced at a ceremony in 
Edinburgh on November 6. 

NHS Highland chief ex-
ecutive, Elaine Mead, said: 
‘The Lochaber district team 
deserves all the credit it can 
get for its energy, commitment 
and drive and I wish it well. 
To have reached this stage of 
such a prestigious and highly 
competitive award scheme is a 
great tribute to them.’

A FOOTPATH to one of 
Skye’s most spectacular sum-
mits is to benefit from £50,000 
of repairs. 

The 3.8km walkway from 
Loch Slapin to the top of Blà 
Bheinn, on the Cuillin range, 
is popular with walkers and 
mountain climbers. 

This, combined with ex-
posure to bad weather, has 
caused the path to crumble 
apart, which could be danger-
ous to users. 

Thanks to winning a £24,000 
grant and donations from sup-
porters, the John Muir Trust 
has commissioned repair work 
at the site. 

Chris Goodman, footpath 
manager for the John Muir 
Trust, said: ‘Blà Bheinn, which 
guards the entrance to the 
Black Cuillin, is one of the 
most magnificent mountains 
in Scotland, with awe-inspir-
ing views across land, loch and 
sea. We encourage people to 
take to the hills and explore, 
so the way we deal with these 
kinds of problems is to try and 
keep upland footpaths in a 
robust condition.’
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A COACH operator has claimed 
‘over zealous’ parking wardens 
may harm Oban’s tourism indus-
try.

This was the view of tour bus 
manager Andy Kelly after his 
driver received a parking ticket 
as he helped infirm passengers 
into an Oban hotel.

The coach, owned by W and 
H Motors in West Sussex, was 
parked in the bus stop opposite 
the Regent Hotel on the Corran 
Esplanade for 15 minutes on 
October 8, following a day trip to 
Mull with tourists from England.

Now, Andy Kelly is telling his 

drivers to stand their ground and 
refuse to move their vehicles for 
24 hours if they receive a parking 
ticket in similar circumstances.

He said: ‘I’m disgusted that the 
warden would do stuff like that 
to coach drivers and companies 
who are trying to do their jobs 
and help passengers, especially 
elderly and infirm people.

‘In England, if our drivers are 
dropping off, the wardens have 
a bit of common sense, but this 
guy gave the driver no grace 
whatsoever, he just slapped the 
ticket on.

‘At the end of the day, the war-
den has observed what they’re 
doing and given them a ticket 
anyway. 

‘If the warden had a bit of com-
mon sense and gave the driver 
the chance to move it there 
would have been an obstruction 
for about two minutes, instead 
there was one for 24 hours.’

Chris Mackey, who was a 
passenger on the coach, said: ‘I 
thought perhaps Argyll and Bute 
council had a policy to discour-
age tourism.

‘The coach driver was helping 
people inside the hotel because 
the passengers were mainly el-
derly and fairly infirm, including 
some who were walking with 
sticks.  I really think the warden 
should go on a common-sense 
course.’

Dave Jones, who was driving 

the coach, said: ‘It seems a bit 
harsh, considering the vehicle is a 
bus and was parked in a bus stop.’
Mr Jones, who has driven coach-
es for more than 10 years, said he 
decided to leave the coach there 
as he saw no point in paying £10 
to park overnight in a car park 
when he had just been fined £30 
for stopping in a bus stop.

He added: ‘The thing is, 
two days before that there 
were coaches parked out-
side the hotel the whole day 
and they never got a ticket.
I asked the warden about it and 
he said he wasn’t on duty then.

‘Maybe the other wardens have 
turned a blind eye or at least had 
some common sense and decen-

cy to give the drivers a break.’
However, an Argyll and Bute 

council spokesman said wardens 
adopted a ‘common sense’ ap-
proach when it came to passen-
gers getting on and off a coach: 
‘Our parking policy is about 
keeping traffic moving smoothly 
and making sure there’s a good 
turnover of parking spaces.

‘Our wardens take a common 
sense approach to enforcement.’

‘We have no problem with 
drivers stopping to offload pas-
sengers and luggage. However, if 
they park the coach in a bus stop 
and leave it, which is a contraven-
tion of the parking regulation, 
they will be issued with a penalty 
charge notice.’

A DUNBEG woman was 
shocked to find she had won a na-
tional award as she was unaware 
she had been nominated for the 
prestigious accolade. 

Hazel-Jane Hughes, 22, won 
the ScotRail Outstanding Con-
tribution to Customer Service 
award at a ceremony in Glasgow 
on Saturday, October 25.

The former Oban high school 
pupil, who has worked at the 
customer service desk at Oban 
Railway station for three years, 
said: ‘I knew I’d been nominated 
for the employee of the year 
award because I won employee 
of the month last November.

‘It wasn’t till I got down there I 
realised I was nominated for the 
other award as well, which was 
a big shock in itself, never mind 
winning it.’

Hazel was nominated by the 
ScotRail executive team because 
of her outstanding customer 
care, and her ability to go the 
extra mile to ensure passengers 

travelled in comfort and safety.
 In one particular incident, she 

helped police catch a passenger 
who had left drugs on a train.

She explained: ‘I managed to 
help the police catch the guy - 
he had left drugs on the train, 
realised and then climbed over 
the fence and went back onto the 
train to look for them.

‘I found the drugs and managed 
to let the police know the man 
was still on the train looking for 
the drugs.

‘He was getting quite aggres-
sive at one point, but I managed 
to keep him there long enough 
for the police to arrive and arrest 
him.’

As well as a glass trophy and 
£150 of gift vouchers, ScotRail 
paid for Hazel’s stay in the Ra-
disson Blu hotel, which was the 
venue for the awards.

She was chosen ahead of seven 
other nominees, receiving her 
award from Ewen Cameron, a 
host on Real Radio Scotland, in 
front of an audience of around 
300 people.

She added: ‘ScotRail is a fantas-
tic company to work for, they’re a 
great employer. I’d like to thank 
them for everything they’ve done 
for me over the past three years.’ 

TRACK STAR: 
Hazel-Jane Hughes was 
shocked to win an award 
from employer ScotRail, 
having been unaware she 
was nominated for it 

Award just the ticket for caring rail worker Hazel-Jane  

Coach boss says wardens 
are driving away tourists
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

A POLITICAL hopeful has 
questioned why an existing 
network used by the emergency 
services has not been utilised to 
provide mobile phone coverage 
on Coll. 

A total of £165,000 has been 
earmarked to provide a mobile 
phone service on the island

The cost includes the erection 
of a new mast with mobile giant 
Vodafone providing equipment 
free of charge.

It is part of a community pro-
ject developed by the Scottish 
Futures Trust, the Scottish 
government’s Demonstrating 
Digital Programme, and the 
community-run organisation 
Development Coll.

Derek Graham, digital pro-
gramme director at the Scottish 

Futures Trust, said:  ‘Our work 
has brought mobile coverage to 
the island for the very first time, 
meaning tourists, communities 
and businesses will now benefit 
from the huge social and eco-
nomic impact that having mobile 
coverage brings.’

However, Mary Galbraith, Ar-
gyll and Bute Labour candidate 
for next year’s Westminster gen-
eral election, claimed it would 
be straighforward for mobile 
operators to use the emergency 
services network - known as 
‘Airwave’ - to serve Coll’s 220 
residents.

Airwave maintains almost 
blanket signal coverage for po-
lice, ambulance service, moun-
tain rescue and coastguard. Its 
masts, covering 99.8 percent of 

the UK, are available for use by 
other companies, and the UK 
government encourages firms to 
share the facilities.

Mrs Galbraith said: ‘Airwave’s 
masts are in all the right places.

‘Companies bolt on the kit 
to use existing facilities, so the 
work that needs to be done is 
installation rather than building 
or construction.

‘It can be done quickly and 
cheaply - by using an existing 
and underused network of masts. 
Unfortunately, this happens 
infrequently.’

She added: ‘Airwave has agreed 
to share their masts and base-sta-
tions with mobile network opera-
tors - immediately and for a small 
running cost-type fee.  

‘Sharing infrastructure across 

Argyll and Bute - including Coll 
- can result in better coverage 
from all four mobile networks, 
and give people a choice of mo-
bile phone service. That’s what 
everyone I speak to wants. 

‘It would be interesting to know 
how much of the £165,000 could 
have been saved by the govern-
ment on things like surveying, 
planning applications and con-
sultancy fees to use the mast that 
is already there, and also how 
much Vodafone actually contrib-
uted, if anything, to the project.’

But Derek Graham defended 
the decision: ‘The geographical 
layout and terrain of Coll meant 
that the existing mast was not fit 
for purpose so a first-rate system 
was installed which is planned to 
provide mobile coverage across 

the whole of the island.’
A spokesman for Development 

Coll said that while it will oper-
ate and maintain the equipment, 
the installation and set-up of 
the mast was the decision of the 
Scottish Futures Trust.

A spokeswoman for Vodafone 
said: ‘The aim of  this initiative is 
to bring mobile phone coverage 
to an area which – because of 
the location and population 
numbers - would not normally be 
financially viable. 

‘We have provided the mobile 
equipment for the mast free 
of charge and are paying the 
considerable ongoing cost to 
connect the site to the network 
on the mainland, supporting this 
community-owned scheme.

‘Vodafone would always prefer 

Candidate challenges Coll’s mobile plan
to share an existing site where 
possible and Airwave is often a 
suitable option for us.  

‘However, whether we can 
share an existing structure 
depends on agreement from the 
owner, whether it’s acceptable 
to the local planning authority 
and, most importantly, whether 
it meets our own particular tech-
nical requirements.’

A live connection date of Oc-
tober 20 was earmarked, but the 
project has been met with delays 
due to connection issues.

Some of the main beneficiaries 
of the mobile service are cover-
ing the annual running costs, 
including NHS Argyll and Bute, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue, Pro-
ject Trust and Argyll and Bute 
council.

Search for dry rot 
in old school as 
campaign group 
calls for support

Seeing red over 
Oban’s post boxes 

From Spanish ’fl u 
to Monte Cassino

A chance to study 
college prospectus 

Drive agenda at 
transport forum

A REPORT into the effect of 
dry rot on Oban’s old Rockfield 
school is being undertaken, as 
the group fighting to save the 
building as a community hub 
call for more public backing.

In the same week as Argyll 
and Bute council staff began 
inspecting the former primary 
school, Oban Communities 
Trust (OCT) stated its inten-
tion to operate the building 
as ‘the heart of a creative 
community’ under the name 
‘The Rockfield Centre’. 

As the preferred bidder for 
the building, Oban Commu-
nities Trust must prepare its 
detailed business plan by the 
end of the year. 

It has already successfully 
gained funds from Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, The 
National Lottery and con-
sultancy support from Just 
Enterprise.

OCT chairman Gordon Mc-
Nab said: ‘The business plan 
is based on the results of the 
community consultation. Two 
of the recurring suggestions 
are the provision of small busi-
ness spaces and art studios. 

‘If you are a small business, 
artist, someone involved in 
the arts, a sculptor, furniture 
maker, or producer of crafts 
who is looking for space and 
would consider renting at The 
Rockfield Centre, please get 
in touch via obancommuniti-
estrust@gmail.com.

‘For the trust to take this 
forward, we require continued 
support from the community.’

OCT claims dry rot in the 
school has worsened over the 
summer and has called on the 
council to address the issue.

Oban councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish told Oban community 
council on Monday that the 
results of the council’s dry rot 
investigation would be made 
public as soon as possible.

He added: ‘If there is dry rot 
in Rockfield, we will fix it.’ 

FUTURE students are invit-
ed to an open day to find out 
more about courses on offer.

West Highland College UHI 
is holding the event in the Fort 
William campus this Saturday 
(November 1, 11am-3pm). 

Details about both full and 
part-time courses on offer in 
the 10 college centres will be 
available as well as courses for 
2015, including marine and 
coastal tourism, hospitality, 
digital media computing and 
adventure performance. 

LOCHABER Transport 
Forum is holding its annual 
general meeting in the council 
chambers, Fort William, on 
November 11 at 11am.

Representatives from bus, 
train and ferry operators will 
be at the meeting, which is 
open to the public.

Items on the agenda include 
the new ScotRail and sleeper 
train franchises, the Lochaber 
community rail partnership, 
walking, cycling and commu-
nity transport.

OBAN residents are seeing 
red over faded post boxes.

Ken MacColl, a member of 
the public, told Oban com-
munity council on Monday: 
‘I noted red paint was thrown 
onto buildings in Stevenson 
Street. Perhaps Royal Mail 
could use some on the post 
boxes in the town, which are 
all faded and turning pink.’

The community council 
agreed to contact Royal Mail.

THE SPANISH ’flu and 
Monte Cassino were two of 
the topics on the agenda at 
Oban Speakers Club.

Chairman Eamonn Arthur 
introduced Willie Melville 
who talked on Creating the 
Kelpies, Roy Wood on Monte 
Cassino and Archie McPhail 
on Spanish ’flu. 

TWO ISLAY residents - who 
have made a combined 191 
individual blood donations on 
200-mile round trips to Glasgow 
- have been honoured for their 
outstanding achievements.

Jean Knowles, 56, was pre-
sented with a silver quaich from 
the Scottish National Blood 
Transfusion Service (SNBTS) 
after making 104 donations, 
while her Laphroaig neighbour 
Alex Gunn, 68, received a paper-
weight as an award after his 87th 
donation.

Jean, who is a retired GP, has 
been giving blood since she was 
18, which is the minimum legal 
age for donors.

She said: ‘Donating blood is 
almost on the level of a civic 
duty. Not everyone is suitable but 
it should be as much of a rite of 
passage as reaching the voting 
age.’

Moira Carter, of SNBTS, said: 
‘It is our honour to present Jean 
and Alex with their awards as a 
token of our appreciation for 
their dedication.’

DEDICATION: Islay residents Dr Jean Knowles and Alex 
Gunn at the awards ceremony in Glasgow last week

Islanders recognised for a lifetime of dedication

More than just 
beautiful Seafood

Overlooking the Harbour 

 01631 562087

Christmastime 
Bookings 

now being taken

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant

Cordially invites you to it’s exhibition 
6th & 7th November 2014, Corran Halls, Oban, 10am - 5pm

Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his
Constituency Tour on the following date:-

Saturday 8 November 2014

Appin - 9.15am - 9.45am
(Appin Village Hall)

Port Appin - 10.00am - 10.30am
Lismore - 12 noon - 1.00pm

(Lismore Village Hall)

Alan Reid MP
Constituency 

Tour
Meet your local MP

For an appointment please call 01369 704840
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Staggering swimmers

I AM always amused to see how many new woodland 
exclosure fences terminate on the edge of sea and 
fresh water lochs on the assumption that somehow 
or other this will deter deer from getting into them.  
Both stags and hinds are excellent swimmers and 
there are many records of them crossing some re-
markable arms of the sea let alone round the end of 
a deer fence.

Stags are reported to have swum across the Kilbren-
nan Sound from Arran to the Mull of Kintyre four 
and a half miles away. Others have braved the Gulf of 
Corryvrecken between the north end of Jura and the 
island of Scarba. Occasionally they attempt this when 
the tide is running and as a result are sometimes 
carried along by the strong currents to the Garvel-
lachs – six miles to the west. I am reliably informed 
by Ian Mackinnon, from Jura, that stags often cross 
backwards and forwards over Loch Tarbert from 
Glenbatrick to Ruantallain to fight each other during 
the rutting season. 

In 1935 several  hundred passengers aboard 
MacBrayne’s steamer, the Lochfyne, watched a stag 
jump over a rock on the Morvern shore and swim 
across the Sound of Mull – a distance of some three 
miles. Captain Mackenzie, who was on the bridge at 
the time, altered course slightly to avoid striking the 
animal which was seen to be battling against fierce 
currents before landing successful on the Mull shore. 

As well as swimming long distances in search of 
hinds, stags will take to sea lochs in the summer 
months to cool off. I have often watched large parties 
of them cavorting around and enjoying themselves in 
the shallow water in front of Laudale House on the 
south shores of Loch Sunart.

Stories are often told of dogs finding their way back 
to their old home when taken many miles away.

I came across a report recently of a collie which 
tackled a four-mile swim across a sea loch to return 
home. In June 1936 Willie MacColl, farmer, Gorten, 
Ardnamurchan, gave a young sheep dog to Charlie 
MacNeil, shepherd in Beach, Morvern, on the oppo-
site side of Loch Sunart.

The dog disappeared one day after gathering sheep 
for its new master and began to head home.  It trav-
elled overland, swam across to the island of Carna at 
the mouth of Loch Sunart and from there to a reef 
further out.

The dog had still some two miles of sea to cross but 
the distance was too much for it. An Ardnamurchan 
boatman heard it howling on the reef. When he 
approached the dog swam out to the boat and was 
landed on the Ardnamurchan shore. Eventually it 
turned up at its old home where it remained for the 
rest of its life.

Morvern is not an island

Yet again Morvern has been without mail or newspa-
pers recently. 

No one expected boats to sail from Oban to Craig-
nure, Fishnish and Lochaline during the tail-end 
of Hurricane Gonzalo but as high winds had been 
forecasted for days the Royal Mail sorting office in 
Oban had ample warning that a delivery could not be 
effected by the usual route. 

Morvern is not an island. Mail has been rerouted 
overland before in similar circumstances. It is sad 
to find an organisation which was once held in the 
highest regard for its service and reliability now 
falling woefully short in its duty to its customers and 
even sadder that none of our erstwhile politicians are 
prepared to do anything about it. That is, until the 
run up to next year’s election.

Mother nature in action

One of the longest standing debates in the bird-watch-
ing world concerns woodcock and whether or not they 
carry their young in flight and, if so, what part of 
their anatomy do they use. Despite a large amount of 
circumstantial evidence and first-hand accounts pub-
lished by many natural history writers through the 
years, there still seems to be a reluctance to accept 
this as fact. 

I have a report of a shepherd in 1884 picking up a 
young golden eagle under rather interesting circum-
stances on the farm of North Corry, Kingairloch. An 
adult bird in the neighbourhood was alarmed for the 
safety of her two, fortnight-old, offsprings and was 
carrying them, one in each talon, to a safer place. On 
coming along the hillside and seeing the shepherd she 
got a fright and dropped them both. She must have 
been reasonable high above the ground because she 
was able to swoop down and pick up one but missed 
the other which was then retrieved by the shepherd 
and taken to the farmhouse. Apart from hearing that 
it was quite easily fed, snatching anything in the way 
of food that was held towards it, I have no knowledge 
of its fate or how long it was kept in captivity.

Kingairloch House particulars

In 1881 Kingairloch Estate was advertised for sale in 
three lots:  North Corry (2,372 acres), Kingairloch, 
including the furnished mansion house (8,833 acres,) 
and Kilmalieu (2,886 acres). The total asking price 
was £43,000. In their sales particulars Mitchell & 
Baxter, 11 South Charlotte Street, Edinburgh, the 
main agents, stated that all three afforded excellent 
sport, including red deer, grouse and other varieties 
of Highland game.

Kingairloch House 1881

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com
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A SPECIAL ‘Pink Ladies 
Day’ is being organised to 
help women with breast 
cancer in Argyll, promising 
‘laughter, learning, pamper-
ing and friendship.’

The event - taking place 
at the Loch Fyne Hotel in 
Inveraray on December 
5 - will allow those who have 
experienced living with the 
condition to enjoy coffee 

and lunch together, and 
includes a seminar, compli-
mentary beauty therapies 
and use of the hotel’s leisure 
facilities.

Part of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, the day 
is free to attend and there 
will be specialists on site 
offering advice on balancing 
life’s day-to-day challenges.

It is the brainchild of Nicky 
Murphy from Dunoon, who 
was diagnosed with breast 

cancer last Christmas.
She said: ‘This is all about 

touching the hearts and 
spirits of women in Argyll 
and Bute.

‘It will be a brilliant day, 
for a cause that is really 
positive and worthwhile.

‘Some of my amazing 
friends organised a family 
fun day in Dunoon in May 
so that we could raise funds 
for the Pink Ladies Day and 
it was a huge success.’

There will be places on the 
day for up to 50 women from 
the west of Scotland (and 
one guest each), on a first-
come, first-served basis.  

Transport from Oban, 
Lochgilphead, Campbel-
town, Dunoon and Helens-
burgh is being arranged 
and anyone interested in 
attending should contact 
Nicky on 07786 861266 
or email pinkladiesday@
outlook.com.

THE WOMAN who over-
saw an increase in captial 
investment and improved 
camping provision at Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park is stepping 
down as chief executive.

Fiona Logan is leaving to 
take up a senior position 
with international people 
development company 
Insights.

Ms Logan has been at 
the helm of the park au-
thority since 2008. As chief 
executive she oversaw: a 
significant uplift in capital 
investment from Scottish 
Government; the introduc-
tion of byelaws and better 
camping provision; police 

operations; the introduction 
of Wild Park 2020, an action 
plan for nature in the na-
tional park; and an ‘open for 
business’ and commercial 
approach to delivering pub-
lic services.

She said: ‘It’s been an 
enormous privilege to 
have played a part in the 
protection, development 
and promotion of one of 
the world’s most beautiful 
and important landscapes, 
but after six tremendously 
enjoyable years, the time is 
right to move on.

‘The authority’s entire 
team deserves huge credit 
for the progress it has made 
in balancing the economic, 
tourism and environmental 
agendas within the national 

park and I am very proud of 
our people’s achievements.

‘From the ranger service 
and the community teams 
to the planning department 
and the land management 
teams, they have shown 
how forward-thinking and 
effective a modern national 
park authority can be.’

Linda McKay, convener of 
the national park authority, 
said: ‘Over the past six 
years, Fiona has provided 
superb leadership, often 
during challenging times. 

‘On behalf of everyone 
at the authority, I’d like to 
thank her for the energy, 
passion and vision she has 
brought to the role and wish 
her well in the next stage of 
her career.’

MORE than 60 visitors came 
to Glen Lonan for the Lorn 
Organic Growers’ recent 
open day.  

The growers, along 
with John Hancox from 
Commonwealth Orchards, 
held an apple day at their 
polytunnel project.

The visitors enjoyed the 
display of good Scottish 
apple varieties, as well as 

crushing and pressing apples 
to produce fresh juice to 
taste. 

John’s expertise on identi-
fying apple varieties and giv-
ing advice on the best apple 
trees to plant in the area was 
appreciated by everyone in 
attendance. 

Lorn Organic Growers is 
preparing to expand its grow-
ing space again this winter in 
response to demand, funded 
by Argyll and Bute Health 

and Wellbeing Fund. 
New covered growing space 

will therefore be available for 
anyone wishing to grow their 
own fruit and vegetables. 

The group is in need of 
wheelbarrows and tools, 
such as spades and forks, 
to help as many people as 
possible take part in the new 
development.

The group can be contacted 
by email through lornorgan-
icgrowers@gmail.com

Inveraray hosts ‘Pink Ladies Day’ 
to promote breast cancer awareness

PASTURES NEW: Fiona 
Logan is leaving her role 

as chief executive of Loch 
Lomond and Trossachs 

National Park

Chief who oversaw new developments at park 
steps down from Loch Lomond and Trossachs 

Lorn gardeners explore the world of 
apples at Glen Lonan open day

JUICE: Visitors to Lorn Organic Growers in Glen Lonan helped to crush apples 

Inveraray

Dunoon

Loch Lomond

Tiree

Taynuilt

Taynuilt

Benderloch

Glenorchy

A COLOURFUL mosaic made out of painted pebbles 
has been put in place at Crossapol play park by the Tiree 
Community Development trust.

Children painted the stones with colours and images 
they associated with life on Tiree and the structure was 
assembled beautifully by landscape gardener Cameron 
Smith earlier this month.

The mosaic will now leave a lasting impression at the 
play park, to be admired by locals and visitors alike.

The trust would like to thank ACHA, Tiree Communi-
ty Business and local contractors for making the project 
possible.

MORE than 70 supporters of Scottish independence met 
at Benderloch’s Victory Hall as Oban and Lorn’s Yes 
campaign continues beyond the referendum. 

The group met on October 3 and everyone brought 
some food to share through the Lord’s Larder and the 
Salvation Army.  Cath Thomson of the Salvation Army 
accepted the goods on their behalf.

GLENORCHY and Innishail Community Council will 
update the community on its campaign to reinstate a 
full time doctor at Dalmally Surgery when it meets on 
Wednesday, November 12.

The community council will meet at Lochawe Village 
Hall from 7pm to present its progress report.

There will also be reports on the Scottish Rural 
Parliament, Ben Nevis and Glen Coe National Scenic 
Area and other local topics.

A WHIST drive was held in Taynuilt on Friday October 
17, with the funds going to Taynuilt PTA.  The sum 
raised was £110.50.  Ladies’ prize winners: 1 Marina 
McInnes, North Connel, 2 Rebecca McPhee, Oban, 3 
Kirsty Lawrie, Consolation prize: Kayleigh Bain, Ladies’ 
travelling prize: Margaret Ann Nicolson, Kilchrenan. 
Gents’ winners:  1 Keegan McPhee, Oban, 2 Jim Grout, 
Connel, 3 Gilbert Mullen, Oban, Consolation prize: 
Stella Huntingfod, Gents’ travelling prize: Jim Grout.

A NEW group, The Islay 
Alliance, is being set up on 
the island to pursue the case 
for Scottish independence.

It follows an informal 
meeting of Yes supporters 
at the Columba Centre. 

Spokesman Les Wilson 
said: ‘The aim was to seek 
ways of taking the case 
for Scottish independence 
forward. 

‘Those attending broke 
down into small groups 
to analyse what they 

thought the strengths and 
weaknesses of the ‘Yes’ 
campaign had been, and to 
seek ways of strengthening 
the case for independence 
over the next few years. 

‘A dozen of the 30 who 
attended wanted to explore 
the possibility of setting 
up an Islay branch of the 
SNP, but there was also 
an agreement that a wider 
ranging Islay Alliance 
should be set up to further 
the case for independence 
from a “broad church” 
perspective. 

‘The alliance would be 
open to members of all 
parties who supported 
independence, and to 
pro-indie individuals with 
no party affiliations.’ 

A group of volunteers 
has now agreed to work 
to formally set up the 
new independence group, 
which has the working title 
of The Islay Alliance. 

The group intends the 
alliance will be up and 
running in time to cam-
paign in the 2015 General 
Election. 

Mr Wilson added: ‘The 
meeting expressed disap-
pointment in the failure of 
the referendum to deliver 
independence but celebrat-
ed the increase in support 
for home rule from about 
30 percent at the begin-
ning of the campaign to 
45 percent on referendum 
day. 

‘Anger was also ex-
pressed at the inability, or 
unwillingness, to release 
the number of votes cast 
for each side on Islay,’ he 
added.

A NURSE from Dunoon has been entered into the final 
of this year’s Scottish Health Awards.

Kathy Graham, senior charge nurse at Dunoon 
Community Hospital, has been shortlisted for the 
‘Nurses’ category, having been praised for her leadership 
during a time when there was concern over the hospital’s 
future.

Pat Tyrrell, lead nurse for NHS Highland’s Argyll 
and Bute Community Health Partnership, said: ‘Kathy 
exemplifies all that is good about nursing and provides 
the best role model I know for how we want our nurses to 
be. She brought a new approach to the hospital, focusing 
on the quality of care and improving the experiences that 
patients and carers have when they were in hospital.’

The Scottish Health Awards 2014 ceremony will be 
held in the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh, on November 6, 
hosted by comedian Fred MacAulay.

Islay

Dalavich

DALAVICH church looked more like a Hollywood set 
last Saturday as filming of the community film Angelic 
Creatures began.

The church was festooned with film equipment and 
after ‘the congregation’ was seated and the film crew set 
up, the minister, played by real-life minister Rev Robert 
Brookes, read a lesson from the scriptures.

After this, the congregation, accompanied by Alison 
Pringle on the organ, sang All Things Bright and 
Beautiful. This was only the beginning of the film, which 
is directed by John MacKinnon of Dalavich Films.

Mr MacKinnon hopes to enter the end product into the 
Community Based Films Awards.

The next part was scheduled to be filmed yesterday 
(Wednesday) in the Dalavich Post Office and cafe.

Tarbert

BOOKWORMS from across Argyll can visit the Tarbert 
Book Festival next month, with a special feature on 
Scotland in War and Peace.

The festival, November 22-23, will host well-known 
Scottish writers, including broadcaster and author Trevor 
Royle talking about his recent publication The Flowers 
of the Forest: Scotland and the First World War. 

Later on Saturday, David Goldie and Roderick Watson 
will discuss poetry from the world wars, before Argyll 
author Marion Pallister introduces her new book. On 
Sunday there will be a Sea and Seals storytelling event.
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NOVEMBER is likely to see an increased number of 
people applying to Argyll and Bute council’s welfare 
fund.

Following a trend set last year, individuals have 
claimed almost £17,000 a month for items such as 
unexpected expenses, travel and lost money.

The money given out by Argyll and Bute council, on 
behalf of the Scottish government, provides a safety 
net for the poorest households 

Argyll social fund has helped more than 2957 vul-
nerable people in its first 15 months. In Argyll and 
Bute, this amounted to grants of £303,969.

The local authority made 460 emergency grants to 
households, although it did receive applications from 
1,670.

Applications from people who were penalised 
under new ‘bedroom tax’ legislation reached 1,231, 
many of whom went onto receive a payment via the 
council.

Since April, the local authority has made payments 
of £163,216 with £119,372 in community care grants 
and £43,845 in crisis grants. 

One woman, who received the grant, said the pro-
cess within the local authority made the application 
easy and confidential. 

She said: ‘I left my husband after I found out he had 
been cheating on me. 

‘I had very little money and nowhere to turn. I can 
not praise the staff in Oban council office for the 
care and support they gave me.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and Bute council said: 
‘At the moment, the scheme has been widened to 
include low priority as well as high and medium 
priority cases. 

‘We would expect to see an increase in November in 
line with last year’s pattern.’

A spokeswoman for the Scottish government said: 
‘Between April 2013 and June this year, the Scottish 
Welfare Fund (SWF) provided 70,000 crisis grants 
to low income families and community care grants to 
43,000 households to help them live independently.

‘Latest data shows the average crisis support is £70 
and is usually to help with food and heating bills. 
Some £980,000 was given out for food between April 
and June, up from £300,000 during the same period 
last year.

‘The fund has been administered by councils 
since its launch last year. Figures show £2million of 
community care grants were awarded for cookers, 
washing machines and fridges while £1.8million was 
for the refit of carpets and flooring. 

‘A further £130,000 was granted for clothing and 
shoes.

‘Ministers are now pushing ahead with legislation 
that will put the SWF on a statutory footing so that 
all local authorities will be required to maintain a 
fund. Councils will also have the option of running 
the SWF jointly with other local authorities’.

Hardship fund
set to rise as 
more people 
apply for help

LOCHABER’S trunk road 
has returned to normal after 
it descended into chaos at the 
weekend. 

The A82 was closed for more 
than 24 hours when torrential 
rain caused two landslips  at Cor-
rychurachan, five miles south of 
Fort William, on Sunday leaving 
almost 60 people trapped for five 
hours.

Nobody was injured but a 
number of vehicles were blocked 
between the slips which were 
half a mile apart and those who 
weren’t stuck faced a diversion of 
161 miles to get in and out of Fort 
William until the road reopened 
at 3.30pm on Monday. 

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan area inspector Donald 
Campbell said the people 
trapped had ‘good spirit and 
patience’ while engineers from 
BEAR Scotland and the Forestry 

Commission cleared the blockage 
but even after the road reopened  
it was to single file traffic due to 
concerns about damage on the 
Corrychurachan Bridge. 

This has sparked fresh calls for 
improvements to the Inverness 
to Glasgow trunk road and 
campaign group the A82 Part-
nership says the problems must 
be addressed. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
group, Stewart MacLean said: 
‘This once again shows the vul-
nerability of the road. It should 
be another clue to Transport 
Scotland that something needs to 
be done.’ 

A Transport Scotland spokes-
woman said: ‘We understand 
the importance of the A82 to 
communities in the area and we 
are in regular discussion with 
them about our plans for the 
maintenance of the route with 
£57 million invested since 2007.

‘The recent closure of the road 
south of Fort William has further 

highlighted that the resilience 
of this section of the road needs 
further enhancement.  We intend 
to urgently discuss this with the 
Forestry Commission to ensure 
that the problems encountered 
this week do not reoccur.’ 

Following a meeting of the 
Scottish government’s ‘resilience 
team’ to address the weather 
problems, transport minister 
Keith Brown said public safety 
was a ‘top priority’. 

David Stewart, Highlands and 
Islands MSP, raised concerns that 
the landslides may have been as a 
result of tree felling on the hills 
above the A82 at Glenrigh, one 
mile north of Corran. 

He said: ‘I am concerned that 
it appears as if some landslips, 
such as on the A82, were not 
only caused by heavy rain and 
wind but potentially also due to 
poor planning by the Forestry 
Commission which has been 
carrying out extensive tree 
felling along the A82 over the 

A BRIDE almost missed her 
wedding when the A82 landslips 
left her stranded in Fort William. 

Nikki Jasiczak was due to 
marry her fiancé Daniel Cole 
in the Ballachulish Hotel on 
Sunday but feared she wouldn’t 
make it there when the torrential 
rain caused two landslides on 
the road between her home in 
Achnabobane, Spean Bridge, 
and her wedding venue. 

But the mother of two was 
rescued by Lochaber skipper 
Ryan Tozer of iPowerboat, who 
picked up the nine-strong bridal 
party from Ardgour and took 
them to meet the groom by 
motorboat. 

The new Mrs Jasiczak-Cole 
said: ‘It was unbelievable, you 
couldn’t have dreamt what 
happened. 

‘We got as far as Fort William 
and the traffic was queued 
right back. A police officer said 
no traffic was getting through, 
I asked if we could walk over 
instead but they said it wasn’t 
safe. When I heard the hotel 
staff had arranged us a boat I 
thought it would be a bit like 
a fairytale but the conditions 
were rocky to say the very least.

‘We all made it one piece 
only a couple of hours late... 
drenched, but we made it at 
least. If it wasn’t for the skipper 
and the hotel the wedding never 
would have gone ahead and 
the day was just superb. The 
atmosphere was just electric 
because of everything that had 
happened beforehand.’ 

Daniel and Nikki Jasiczak-Cole 
were reunited in time for their 

wedding

Bride hitches 
boat ride to 
her wedding

Costa coffee  
moves in on 
high street

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

A NEW Costa coffee shop to 
open on Fort William High 
Street has split opinion in the 
town. 

The cafe, expected to open in 
early December, will be at the 
west end of the street, alongside 
JD Wetherspoon, Superdrug 
and Cotswold Outdoor but local 
business owners say they are 
worried that the multi-national 
chain company could impact 
their trade.

Sue Tsang, who owns Aroma 
cafe in the town, said: ‘It will 
probably be quite damaging to 
us. I know it will definitely affect 
us but we won’t know how much 
until it’s actually open and prob-
ably not until the busy summer 
season.

‘I think big chain cafes like that 
are better suited to cities instead 
of towns like this where so many 
local people rely on the trade to 
make a living. I’m disappointed 
that the council didn’t think 
more about how local people will 
be damaged by this.’ 

Susan Mackin, doesn’t think 
Ecosse, where she is assistant 
manager, will lose out too much 
but says there are already enough 
coffee shops in the town.

She said: ‘We might lose a 
bit of custom but we’re not too 
worried because by the sound of 
it Costa is going to be quite small 
and we’re popular with people 
coming in with prams and wheel-
chairs because we have so much 
space so I think we will appeal to 
different markets. I don’t really 
think we need another cafe on 
the street though.’

But student Callum Duncan 
said he would prefer to eat and 
drink in a chain cafe than a local 
business.

He added: ‘It’s hard to be a stu-
dent in a place like Fort William 
because most big companies give 
student discounts or other offers 
but independent places don’t 
so because we don’t have many 
chain stores students here miss 
out on those deals and spend 
more money.’ 

past number of weeks, which 
may increase the likelihood of 
landslips occurring.

‘It is right that the Scottish 
Government looks into this issue 
to ensure that rural communi-
ties in the Highlands which have 
little or no alternative transport 
or road links are not cut off.’

A Forestry Commission 

spokesperson was unavailable 
for comment. 

Elsewhere, fire service staff 
from Kinlochleven were de-
ployed to pump water out of 
Ballachulis. The main road into 
Inverlochy village Fort William, 
was seriously flooded and ditch 
clearing work was carried out to 
prevent flooding at Glen Nevis. 

CHAOS: Tree trunks blocked the A82 as water poured down the hillside at Glenrigh

PUDDLES: Flooding on the main road to Inverlochy, Fort William

Down came the trees

A82 blocked as Fort travellers faced 160-mile detour



Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A 
daytime telephone number is also required for verification. 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of pro-
ducing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 
any errors in print. If you find an error of fact on our 
pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 
corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Com-
mission’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessar-
ily those of this newspaper.
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BHA MI AIR GNOTHACH ann an Glaschu an 
t-seachdain seo chaidh agus rinn mi rud nach d’ rinn mi 
riamh roimhe mas math mo chuimhne. 

B’ e sin feuchainn ri siubhal fad na slighe aig an astar 
a tha ceadaichte fon lagh! 

Chan eil mi idir ag ràdh gur e fear a th’ annam a tha 
cur lagh ann an suarachas ach feumaidh mi aideachadh 
nach eil mi air a bhith gabhail cus dragha a bhith a’ 
siubhal beagan nas luaithe nan t-astar ceadaichte, gu 
h-àraid far am biodh rathad fosgailte romham. 

Agus chan eil mi den bheachd gun robh sin ga mo chur 
fhìn neo daoine eile ann an cunnart oir tha rud eadar 
ciall agus caothach. 

Cha mhotha na sin a tha mi ag ràdh nach eil cus astair 
cunnartach ach thar faisg air leth-cheud bliadhna de 
dhràibheadh, agus fad mòran dhiubh sin bha mi a’ siub-
hal suas còrr air fichead mìle sa bhliadhna le càr, chan 
fhaca mi riamh duine ga pheanasachadh airson a bhith 
a’ bacadh luchd-siubhail le bhith a’ dol tuilleadh is mall! 

Na mo bheachd-sa tha an fheadhainn a tha a’ siub-
hal ro mhall agus nach leig carbadan eile seachad a’ 
leamhachadh dhaoine chun na h-ìre ’s gum bheil dràib-
hearan a’ feuchainn seachad far nach eil sin sàbhailte. 
Tha an dràibhear mall pailt cho cunnartach ri fear an 
astair mhòir, ‘s dòcha fiù ’s nas miosa leis gum bheil e 
buailteach uimhir a bhuaidh a thoirt air luchd-siubhail 
eile.

Tuigidh sibh, tha mi cinnteach, carson a bha mise cho 
modhail air an A9 oir bho Dhimàirt seo chaidh tha 
a chuid den rathad sin nacheil dùbailte fo sgrùdadh 
chamara eadar Peairt is Inbhir Nis is astar charbadan 
ga thomhas gu mionaideach. 

Ma shiùbhlas dràibhear nas luaithe na bu chòir eadar 
dà chamara, thèid càin a thogail na aghaidh is dealbh 
camara mar fhianais ga dhìteadh. 

Ach saoil de thachradh nam biodh truaghan air chor-
eigin dol a shiubhal na ceud mìle eadar Inbhir Nis is 
Peairt ro luath. 

Leis gum bheil uimhir de chamarathan air an t-slighe, 
is iad uile ga chlàradh agus ga dhìteadh, am faodadh 
gum biodh de phuingean peanais an aghaidh an 
neach sin mun àm a ruigeadh e Peairt ’s nach biodh 
cead-dràibhidh air fhàgail aige! 

Chan eil tròcair sam bith ann an cridhe nan camara, 
tha a h-uile dad dubh neo geal!

Rinn mise a’ chùis air cumail ris an astar cheadaichte 
le cuideachadh bho ghoireas rian astair a th’ air a’ chàr 
agam agus ged a bha mi mì-fhoighidneach aig amannan, 
saoilidh mi gum feum sinn uile fàs cleachdte ri smachd 
an-iochdmhor a’ chamara air an A9!

DRIVING between Perth and Inverness is frequently 
frustrating because while speeding is monitored and 
penalised there is no action against slow moving vehi-
cles which impede others and create serious queues and 
frustration. 

For safety and fairness, average-speed cameras acti-
vated this week could perhaps be used to penalise both 
breaches of our highway code.

MG ALBA Scots 
Traditional 
Music Awards
Recognition of the contribu-
tion to traditional music will 
take place at Inverness Lei-
sure on Saturday December 
13 at 7pm.  

In total there will be 18 
awards with tickets, cost £20 
plus booking fee, available 
from Eden Court Theatre, 
tel 01463 234 234.

 Performing artists will in-
clude Shooglenifty, Fiddlers 
Bid, Duncan Chisholm, 
Rura, Robyn Stapleton, Na 
h-Oganaich, Ceol nam Feis, 
St Roch’s Senior Ceili Band, 
Cruin and Steele the Show.  

Voting for the nominees 
in each category will take 
place online from Monday 
November 10.

Reminders

1 Ceol’s Craic will take place 
in the CCA, Sauchiehall 
Street, this coming Saturday 
when the theme is ‘The 
Circle is Unbroken’.  

At 7.30pm there will be 
instrumental music from 
Neil McDermott and 
Alistair Cassidy and they 
will be followed by Margaret 
MacLeod together with 
Alasdair Whyte and his 
band.  Mike Heron will 
bring the evening, showing 
that the spirit of music from 
the 60’s and 70’s is still rele-
vant today, to a close.

2 For all creatures of habit 
another reminder that this 
year the annual concert and 
dance of the Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association 
will take place on Friday 
November 14 and not on the 
first Friday of November 
which has been the tradi-
tional date.  

The venue will be Glasgow 
University Union for both 
Concert and Dance.

Glasgow Skye 
Association

With Gaelic education in its 
infancy the Glasgow Skye 
Association introduced 
towards the end of its an-
nual programme a concert 
showcasing the young talent 
in the Glasgow area and 
it has now added to this by 
organising, more recently, 
a post Royal National Mod 
Children’s Concert as well.  

The date this year is 
Saturday November 8 at 
7.30pm in the Crawford 

Hall, Partick and it is hoped 
there will be a good turnout 
to acknowledge the success 
of the local youngsters who 
performed in Inverness.

Shotts and 
Dykehead New 
Innovation
Working with  North 
Lanarkshire Council and 
with the assistance of staff 
and pupils of Calderhead 
High School, Shotts and 
Dykehead Caledonia Pipe 
Band is holding its first ever 
Juvenile Solo Piping and 
Drumming Championships 
on Saturday November 29.  

The event will take place 
in Calderhead High School 
with 10 different categories 
from beginners to more 
advanced and is a response 
from the band to acknowl-
edge the support from the 
community.  

Quite a number of the 
senior band are bagpipe and 
drumming tutors and the 
organisers are hopeful that 
this will become an annual 
event.  Entries must be in by 
November 15th with forms 
available at www.shottspi-
peband.com  

Dates for Diary

Friday October 31: Glasgow 
Uist and Harris Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford 
Halls, Partick, 9pm-1am.

Saturday November 1: 
Ceol’s Craic-see Reminders 
above.

Tuesday November 4: 
Live at the Star, Admiral 
Bar, 72a, Waterloo Street, 
8pm-Pauline Alexander/ 
Edwin Gallagher.  Singing 
Workshops-see Reminders 
above.

Thursday November 6  - 
Last date to book Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Asso-
ciation Annual Dinner.  
Telephone 0141 882 1787 
or e-mail cathercamp@aol.
com

Saturday November 8: 
Glasgow Skye Association’s 
Post Mod Children’s Cei-
lidh - see above.

Pub Scene

In the Park Bar this week-
end it will be Monach Isles 
on Friday, Scott Harvey/ 
Willie Brady on Saturday 
and Nicky McMichan/ 
Martin Pottinger on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will 
be Trail West on Friday and 
Penny Dogs on Saturday.

Death of church 
elder
FAMILY and friends were 
greatly saddened to learn 
of the death in the local 
hospital on October 10 
of Bowmore resident and 
Round Church elder James 
Duncan Stewart.

Known to all as Ruadh, he 
had been fighting against 
ill health in recent months 
and did so with utmost 
bravery and never a word of 
complaint.

He was born in Bowmore 
on  May 1, 1940 and was a 
proud Ileach who spent his 
life on his native isle. 

He was educated at the 
local primary and the then 
junior secondary school 
before training as a baker 
with Alexander Currie at 
Bowmore.

He continued his baker’s 
trade with Neil Logan at 
Port Ellen before deciding 
on a career move.  

He joined the staff of 
Bowmore Distillery where 
he worked as a maltman 
and stillman and was highly 
regarded by his colleagues 
and earned the respect of 
his employers.

He had a long association 
with the Round Church and 
was admitted as a member 
of the Kirk Session 29 years 
ago.  

He carried out the duties 
of elder with great dignity 

and respect and acted for a 
period as the depute church 
officer.

As befitting a grandson of 
the noted Islay bard Dun-
can Johnston, he greatly 
enjoyed the music and 
songs of the Gaels. 

He sang with the local 
Gaelic choir for a number 
of years as well as being a 
Round Church chorister.

He married Belle Mac-
Dougall from Port Ellen in 
St John’s Church in March, 
1968, and they have one 
daughter Sheena.

Ruadh and Belle lived a 
private but fulfilling life en-
hanced by friendliness and 
hospitality. They enjoyed 
separate and common 
interests and gardening 
featured high among the 
latter. James took great 
pleasure in his garden 
where he spent many hours 
growing fruit, vegetables 
and producing prizewin-
ning blooms.

A service of thanksgiving 
for James’ life was held in 
the Round Church on Oc-
tober 15 and was conducted 
by the Rev Valerie Watson, 
minister of the island’s 
north parishes. 

The eulogy was delivered 
by James’ son-in-law 
Norman Sutherland, who 
captured the essence of 
Ruadh’s  personality. 

There was also written 
input from James Mac-
Ewan of  Bruichladdich 

Distillery, at that time en 
route from Australia, who 
fondly recalled shared 
days when they both 
worked at the Bowmore 
distillery. 

Interment followed at 
Bowmore cemetery and it 
was fitting that Gaelic airs 
penned by his grandfather 
featured high in the funeral 
music.

Everyone will miss Ru-
adh and remember with 
pleasure his humour and 
kindness.

Missing him most will be 
his wife Belle, Sheena and 
Norman as they mourn the 
passing of a special person 
in their lives. 

Everyone, too, mourns the 
passing of a contented and 
kindly Highland gentlemen 
and highly respected kirk 
elder.

GPs  retire

IT was party time at a suit-
ably decorated Ballygrant 
village hall where friends 
and colleagues met to cel-
ebrate the retirement from 
general practice of Dr Chris 
Abel and Dr Sandy Taylor, 
the husband and wife GP 
team who have looked after 
the community’s medical 
needs for the past eight 
years.

Presentations took place, 
succulent food and spec-
tacular cakes added to the 

merriment and the dance 
music, courtesy of Dugie 
and Ringo, appealed to 
everyone and to the retirees 
in particular.      

Although Chris and 
Sandy have packed away 
their stethoscopes they 
will continue to live on the 
island, which now holds 
a special place in their 
hearts.

Everyone wishes them 
both a long and happy 
retirement far removed 
from antibiotics and sphyg-
momanometers.

Locum minister

THE REV Peter B Park, 
minister emeritus of Fraser-
burgh Old Parish Church, is 
to serve as locum minister 
for the currently vacant 
parishes of Kilarrow, Kild-
alton and Oa and Jura for 
the next two months.

It is also planned that he 
will continue to provide 
locum coverage into the 
early part of the new year.

Peter and his wife Mari re-
tired from the Fraserburgh 
charge in June and are 
spending their retirement 
in Oban. 

While on the island they 
will occupy the Kilarrow 
manse at Bowmore.

Hugh Smith, 
4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 

Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810 658

This week’s Flashback image from Allan Macintyre shows the Oban Celtic shinty team of 1937 after their Camanachd 
Cup win that year. Allan has asked Oban Times readers for help in providing the names of the players. The only player 

he can name, seated front row, second from right, is Joseph Dewer Black, better known in Oban as Marconi. Prints 
or emails of Flashback photos to editor@obantimes.co.uk should be accompanied by a caption, name, address, and 

telephone number. Anyone who wishes a print returned must supply a stamped, addressed envelope.

Oban Celtic shinty team - 1937

Oban’s parking 
ticket disgrace

Sir
I read two articles on 
parking issues in Oban in 
last week’s paper and just 
wonder what planet Oban is 
on now.  

I worked in Oban many 
years ago, for many years, 
and know of the problems 
of parking.

Firstly, as regards the is-
sue of legal parking, Argyll 
and Bute council’s attitude 
and that of the warden(s) in 
the case of R MacKenzie 
do absolutely nothing to 
encourage visitors to the 
area.   

To inform a motorist to 
appeal if not happy is all 
very well (considering the 
council has created an 
inspectors post to deal with 
same).  

Should they do so and win 
their respective appeals, 
then I think it would be 
only fair for the council to 
compensate the motorist 
with a replacement free 

parking voucher.   
Maybe this would calm 

the overzealous practice in 
force at the moment. 

Secondly regarding the 
plight of James Ditchfield, 
with the vehicle parked 
on the road in front of his 
house at Dunbeg since Feb/
March with no road tax, no 
MOT and very possibly no 
insurance, is a disgrace to 
the authorities in question.   

Both the local authority 
and Police Scotland have 
powers under Civic Ameni-
ties Act, 1967, which covers 
not only abandoned vehi-
cles but nuisance as well.   

There is also Road Traffic 
Act laws governing vehicle 
documentations.
H Kent, by email.

Gaelic language 
heard every day

Sir
John Morrison, chief 
executive of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, provided an 
eloquent and incontrovert-
ible case for the promotion 

of the Gaelic Language in 
modern Scotland, which I 
hope will be taken on board 
by Holyrood. 

He notes that one reason 
for non-Gaelic speakers’ 
sense of exclusion is the 
view that the language is 
not seen or heard in their 
everyday life. 

However, in a sense it is, 
as he hints near the end of 
his article: the Gaelic her-
itage of Scotland is plainly 
present in the Gaelic place-
names that people are 
reading and enunciating 
daily in most parts of the 
country (for example, in 
and near Glasgow: Auchin-
loch, Balmore, Bargeddie, 
Craigmaddie, Daldowie, 
Dullatur, Polmadie, Strath-
bungo, to name but a few). 

It is surely not too much 
to expect that the school 
curriculum would ensure 
that all Scottish youngsters 
receive at least enough 
education in the language 
to make their local place-
names intelligible (and this 
should apply also to Scots 
and Norn). Furthermore, I 
wonder if The Oban Times 

might consider doing a 
wee bit more for Gaelic 
by including a full Eng-
lish translation of Allan 
Campbell’s Beachd Ailein 
column, rather than the 
current short summary. 

This would be a great help 
to learners like myself.
Iain Wilkie, Strachur

Small car parks 
are way ahead

Sir
I am prompted by Steve 
Willis’ remark about Mull 
becoming the biggest car 
park in Scotland to suggest 
that the provision of small 
car parks should be an es-
sential part of the strategy 
in any road improvement. 

Small, unobtrusive and 
well-landscaped parks have 
worked well in other places 
to relieve congestion and 
enable visitors to enjoy 
landscape and scenery, to 
bird watch and to get out 
and walk. 
Jean Whittaker, Tobermo-
ry, Mull.
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Across
1 Celebrate (7)
5 Cockeyed (5)
8 Directly related to (9)
9 Trick taker in cards (3)
10 Marina vessel (5)
12 Relevant as 8 across (7)
13 Cocky (13)
15 Sauce with gammon (7)
17 Bucolic (5)
19 Bad deed (3)
20 Skillful (9)
22 Last left (5)
23 Tornado (7)

Down
1 Old and worn (5)
2 Bump (3)
3 Inane (7)
4 Where to go in an emergency (9,4)
5 Performer (5)
6 Tree climbing marsupial (5,4)
7 Which place (7)
11 Type of store sale (9)
13 Argued against (7)
14 Hebrew language (7)
16 Public swimming pools (5)
18 Type of dinghy (5)
21 Regularly (3)

LANDSLIDES again closed 
the A83 on Tuesday between 
Arrochar and Inveraray, 
with Facebook users venting 
their frustrations:
 Frank Lawlor: ‘How much 
money have they spent on 
this and it has not made a 
bit of difference?’
Nicky Glover: ‘Think it’s 

time to get a proper job 
done on this to stop people 
being cut off in this day and 
age.’

Margaret McCallum: 
‘Ground Hog Day...same 
every year.’ 

Torquil Johnston-smith:  
‘The nets catch big rocks 
that would crush you.’

Once again the West Highlands has been battered by 
wind and rain. In three days an average of 105mm of 
rain fell, with up to 265mm in some places. 

What followed could be described as predictable - land-
slides caused by the amount of water pouring off the hills 
and glens, water courses overflowing, loch levels rising 
to new highs, flooding of fields, roads, towns, houses and 
businesses.

Climate change experts have been warning for years that 
our weather would get more extreme, to expect warmer, 
wetter weather. Certainly in recent years that has been the 
case, with short sharp bursts of everything from snow to 
sun. It has become the norm.

If this has all been predicted and is the norm, why have 
government ministers and public representatives, with their 
by-words of resilience and sustainability, spectacularly 
failed to think ahead and be prepared?

Public funding cutbacks have led to infrastructure being 
anything but resilient, as culverts are not cleared regularly, 
but hillsides are cleared of vegetation and investment goes 
to big projects with eye-watering expenditure like the new 
Forth road bridge and the Waverley rail link to the Borders.

Weathering the storm
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A HIGHLAND councillor 
has defended ‘anti-Islamic’ 
photos he shared online after 
they were called ‘wholly unac-
ceptable’ by his former Liberal 
Democrat colleagues. 

Councillor Drew Millar, who 
represents the Isle of Skye, 
resigned from the party last 
week when members of the 
Highland branch said images 
he shared via extreme right-
wing organisation Britain First 
were not in keeping with the 
party’s values.

But councillor Millar, who 
was chairman of the council’s 
community safety, public 
engagement and equalities 
committee, said he stands by 
the social media posts, which 
show demonstrators with signs 
threatening a ‘Europe 9/11’, 
which he called ‘completely 
wrong’. 

A statement from the High-
land Lib Dem council group 
said councillor Millar was giv-
en an opportunity to voluntari-
ly stand aside from his position 
during an investigation, which 
he refused.  

A spokesman said: ‘The 
group was made aware that 
councillor Drew Millar had 
shared with friends on his 
Facebook page images and 
comments which came from 
Britain First, an extreme right 
wing organisation. This was 
anti-Islamic material used by 
Britain First to stir up religious 
hatred.

‘In the strongest possible 
terms, the Liberal Democrat 
group condemns the dissemi-
nation of such material as ut-
terly reprehensible and wholly 
unacceptable. It has no place 
in our free and tolerant society 
and any councillor, from any 
political party, should face 
swift and appropriate action 
when found to be in breach of 
stringent regulations govern-
ing the conduct of members.’ 

But the long-standing Skye 

councillor said he believes he 
has done nothing wrong, and 
was forced to resign when his 
position became ‘untenable’.

He said he planned to contin-
ue his work as a non-aligned 
council member until the next 
election when he would retire. 

He added: ‘I’ve been accused 
of being anti-Muslim and I’m 
not at all but I am anti-racists. 
I don’t believe people should 
be allowed to go round the 
streets threatening terrorism 
no matter what their race or 
religion, it’s completely wrong. 

‘I refused to stand aside be-
cause I believe in the principle 
of innocent until proven guilty. 
It was arranged that I would 
explain my actions at a meet-
ing the following week but my 
position was made untenable 
so I felt I had no choice but to 
leave and I may as well resign 
from the party. 

‘I’m very disappointed as I 
really enjoyed chairing the 
committee and I like to think 
I did a good job.’ 

A photo was also shared call-
ing Liberal Democrat leader 
Nick Clegg a ‘cretin’.

He said: ‘Maybe it wasn’t 
the best idea to share a photo 
calling the party leader that, 
but I think it’s true.’ 

Councillor defends social media 
photos as party condemns him

Skye councillor Drew Millar 

SHARED: The photos which Highland Liberal Democrats said councillor Drew Millar shared on social media

Career fair to set 
out opportunities 
for employment 
MORE then 50 businesses from 
across the Highlands will be 
represented at a career fair in 
Fort William. 

The Energise West event in 
West Highland College will 
showcase employment opportu-
nities in Lochaber and beyond, 
with college staff on hand to 
explain training opportunities. 

School pupils from across 
the region will be attending on 
November 12 and 13 but this is 
not just for young people, anyone 
considering a career change is 
welcome to attend. 

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce chairman, Bruno Berar-
delli, said: ‘With more than 50 
companies already signed up for  
this event and training opportu-
nities being highlighted by West 
Highland College, it  certainly  
presents  a unique overview 
of just what Lochaber and the 
Highlands  has to offer through 
the huge diversity of business 
sectors existing in the area.

FUNDRAISING group Lo-
chaber Together has thanked 
volunteers for their help in 
raising a impressive £1,500 for 
Cancer Research UK, during a 
spectacular street party in Fort 
William.

The town’s high street was 
transformed into a sea of colour 
and bright lights - complete with 
fire dancers and a massive cèi-
lidh - as part of the nationwide 
‘Stand up to Cancer’ event on 
the evening of Saturday, Octo-
ber 18.

A total of £1,114 was raised 
through collection boxes, 
wristband and glowstick sales 
alone, with £500 raised from the 
Cancer Research UK shop, while 
across the whole UK £14 million 
was raised the previous night 
from the ‘Stand up to Cancer’ 
live television fundraiser.

Adam Ramsey, chairman of 
Cancer Research Fort William, 
said: ‘This is quite a big jump in 
the fight against cancer.

‘We want to thank our vol-
unteers and Highland council, 
which closed the road for us.

‘We also want to thank the local 
door staff who helped police the 
street and MW Sound which 

Duncansburgh 
church roof raised 
by male voice choir 

THE ROOF of the Duncans-
burgh MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William, may have been threat-
ened by the stormy weather last 
Saturday but it was almost lifted 
for another reason when the East 
Fife Male Voice Choir gave a 
concert.

More than £900 was raised for 
Lochaber children’s charity Star 
for Harris and the 40-strong 
group included songs from the 
First World War, from various 
shows and ended with Morte 
Christe. 

For this item the choir was 
joined by members of the newly 
formed Duncansburgh Male 
Voice Choir. 

Musical director was Jim 
Broadley, the accompanist Robin 
Bell, both well known in musical 
circles in Fife and beyond. Robin 
played an outstanding solo on the 
organ, Now Thank We all our 
God by Karl Elert. 

Everyone enjoyed tea and cakes 
in the new hall after the concert 
and organisers thanked everyone  
who participated.

FIERY DISPLAY: Firedancers ‘Arson About’ with their spectacular display on Fort William High 
Street as part of the ‘Stand up to Cancer’ event

set up the PA.’ Large crowds 
joined Lochaber Together 
volunteers from 5pm for a 
massive Strip the Willow along 
the precinct, followed by a 
cèilidh and local musicians 

singing in a karaoke.
Firedancers ‘Arson About’ 

performed throughout the 
night before the event came to 
a close with everybody joining 
together for a massive conga.

Lochaber Together is con-
tinuing to look for volunteers 
- if interested please contact 
Adam on 07887 706 100 or 
email to adam@lochaber-
together.co.uk.

Lochaber comes together for cancer

Computers can make life a lot 
easier. They can CONNECT you 
with your communities, let you see 
loved ones living miles away and 
so much more. Even if you don’t 
have a computer, you could get 
online for free at your local library.

Use your know-how to feel good. 

I want the know how
TO Do more

things online

We can help 
you learn new
computer skills

 Join in at livingitup.org.uk
 /LivingitupScotland   @Livingitup_Scot

A BRAVE 13-year-old boy 
from Appin, who suffers from a 
debilitating bone condition, has 
been presented with a commu-
nity award in recognition of his 
outstanding fundraising work.

Cameron Allen (pictured right) 
has raised £9,500 for charity in 
the last three years despite his 
everyday struggles with osteo-
genesis imperfecta (brittle bone 
disease), which has left him with 
25 fractures in his body this year 
alone.

Cameron - who courageously 
showed up for school one day 
with all four limbs in plaster - 
was presented with the Appin 
Community Trust ‘Outstanding 
Young Person’ 2014 award for his 
fundraising for the Brittle Bone 
Society.

He has raised £2,578 this year 

and took part in a ‘Job-a-thon’ in 
May, in which he performed as 
many jobs as he could in one day, 
including farming, marshalling a 
fire engine and writing for The 
Oban Times.

Cameron’s condition means 
that his bones break easily and 
he is mainly wheelchair-bound, 
but he has not let his condition 
stop him from taking part in 
sports such as swimming.

The second-year Oban High 
school pupil said of the award: 
‘It felt really good. I hadn’t been 
expecting anything at all. I enjoy 
the fundraising and will be doing 
more of it.’

Cameron refuses to give in 
to his health condition and is 
known for his upbeat attitude by 
all his classmates and teachers at 
the school.

Brave Cameron’s heroic eff orts for charity

described as ‘outstanding’ by Appin Trust
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“ I thank each and everyone who 
voted in last Thursday’s Election for 

Ward 5, Oban North and Lorn and I am 
particularly grateful to those of you 

who supported me personally. ”
I would also like to thank the tremendous team of selfless 

supporters who made this result possible, especially as they 
filled a gap left by my being indisposed for 12 days with a virus.
Our team will be out and about again soon, delivering a personal 

letter to each household with my contact details.
Looking forward to working together with you all.

IAIN STEWART MACLEAN

Iain MacLean
Scottish National Party

Vehicles are submerged in Oban free 
car park as Lochavullin rises again

One Oban resident who is originally from Poland went to assess the damage to his submerged Renault Clio, 
taking pictures on his iPad. 16_t44fl ood9

On Wednesday morning debris, shopping trollies and broken bollards were strewn about  the car park and road as two car 
alarms sounded. Cars had clearly drifted into each other during the fl ood. 16_t44nextday01

Hector Macdonald managed to paddle his way along Lochavullin Road 
on a speedboat he had at his work at Flit Self Drive. 16_t44fl ood8

DAYS OF deluge caused fl ooding 
across Argyll and Bute over the past 
week, with shoppers in Oban par-
ticularly aff ected by the closure of 
Lochavullin Road.
As our pictures show, some handled 
the eff ects better than others, with 
one Oban man taking the novel 
approach of rowing a speedboat 
through the fl oods.

A house in Soroba Road was fl ooded after the Black Lynn Burn 
overfl owed onto the path linking Lynn Road and Mosspark. 

The back road to between Connel and Oban, which was closed 
following fl ooding on Monday afternoon. 16_t44fl ood5

A car which was submerged up to the windscreen after overnight fl ooding 
on Monday night at the Lochavullin car park. 16_t44fl ood6Vehicles partially submerged in the car park on Lochavullin Road. 16_t44fl ood1

Police signs and cones on Lochavullin Road, at the entrance to the car park which was fl ooded. 16_t44fl ood2
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5 Argyll Square, OBAN Tel: 01631 562643

3 Cameron Square, FORT WILLIAM Tel: 01397 700171

www.raclement.co.uk

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors

R A Clement
Associates

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road, Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for companies, sole traders and 

partnerships, charities, income and corporation tax, VAT 
& payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; SKYE 
AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS 
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Tel: 0300 666 3030
www.carrgomm.org
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Will Aid is the UK’s top charity will-writing scheme. Will Aid offers you 
an opportunity to make or update your Will in return for a donation to 

charity. Suggested donation for basic single will is £95. 

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT  Tel: 01631 563158
Email:  info@andersonbanks.co.uk  www.andersonbanks.co.uk
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Home Care service, Housing Support services, Overnight Response 
service and Social Work Out of Hours Call Handling Service in Oban, 

Lochgilphead, Campbeltown, Dunoon and Rothesay.
 Carr Gomm is a person-centred organisation that supports 

people to lead their lives safely and to do the things they want 
to do: in day-to-day living, in planning for the future and in 
realising dreams. We do this by providing support at home 

and in supported services which are delivered by highly 
trained and committed workers.
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COUPLE 
COUNSELLING 

ARGYLL
It helps to talk

Appointments are available in Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Campbeltown, Dunoon, Rothesay & Helensburgh

We also offer a Telephone or Skype Counselling 
Service - Call 01631 563297

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org

 SCO23995
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2015
Calendars

The 
ideal 
gift...

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call 01371 851 868

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

scottish field miniature calenda1   1

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

14/04/2014   16:50:28

Scottish Field 
Large

£11.75 (inc. UK P&P)

Scottish Field 
Mini

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

arran banner calendar 2015.indd   1

EBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

30/04/2014   10:43:32

Oban Times 
West Highland

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)

Arran Banner 
Isle of Arran

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)
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ALL TYPES OF GOOD QUALITY 4 X 4 VEHICLES

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 pickups. 
Must be good condition and reasonable mileage  

Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc considered.  

WILL COLLECT  • Telephone 07546 788945
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ORGANISERS of next 
year’s Royal National 
Mod say the 2015 event 

in Oban will be very different to 
Inverness, but just as successful.

And the chairman of next year’s 
organising committee has paid 
tribute to the late Oban coun-
cillor and An Comunn Gaid-
healach stalwart Robin Banks, 
whose ‘meticulous’ preparations 
for Mods of the past have made 
his job ‘much easier’.

Duncan Macdonald was in 
Inverness at the close of this 
year’s event to accept the Mod 
Flag handover from his High-
land capital counterpart Allan 
Campbell.

With all eyes on Oban for next 
year’s Gaelic festival, Mr Mac-
donald insisted preparations 
and funding were well underway, 
thanks in part to the efforts of 
Mr Banks, who in 2013 was pre-
sented with a gold medal for his 
58 years’ service to An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, the national body 
responsible for overseeing the 
Mod.

Mr Macdonald said: ‘I have 
inherited Robin Banks’ file on 
what is required for a Mod. It’s 
all there, down to the last cross 
of a ‘t’ and dot of an ‘i’.

‘We are missing Robin a lot 
but he has left behind a legacy of 
meticulous planning that will en-
sure the Oban Mod is a success.’

The Inverness Mod boasted 
the largest ever fringe festival 
and the majority of competitions 
were in Eden Court, where the 
venue’s own stewards ensured 
everything ran smoothly.

Mr Macdonald said: ‘What 
struck me about Inverness was 
how helpful the stewards were at 
Eden Court.

‘Some people complained 
about the admission prices to 
some competitions, because 
there was a small handling 
charge involved, but the venue 
was very well managed and we 
had a lesson in professional 
stewarding.

‘In Oban, we don’t have a venue 
like Eden Court and we will be 
relying on volunteer stewards, 
who do a great job. It is going to 
be a very different Mod; I think 
people will be more aware that a 
Mod is on when the event comes 
to Oban.

‘While we don’t have as big a 
fringe festival as Inverness, we 
want to encourage more infor-
mal ceilidhs in hotels, which 
Oban is famous for. I feel that 
if the fringe is over-organised, it 
can detract from the Mod itself 
and we want to guard against 
that.’

Funding for any national Mod 
is always a challenge for local 
organising committees but Oban 
2015 received a massive boost 
from the town’s MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust when the char-
ity committed two thirds of the 
profit from its shop in the White 
Building on the North Pier.

The subsequent donation, 
gathered between April and Sep-
tember this year, has amounted 
to £27,500 and will be handed 
over today (Thursday).

The traditional home of the 
Royal National Mod, Oban 
hosted the inaugural event in 
1892 and hosted the event for the 
next two years before it went to 
Glasgow in 1895.

Next year will be the 16th time 
Oban has hosted the event. The 
previous time the Mod came to 
the town was in 2009.

Royal National Mod 
bids farewell to Inverness
2015 marks return to traditional home

SINGERS: The ‘wee ones’ from Mull An Commun Gaelic group.

READY TO PERFORM: Sir E Scott School from the Western Isles.

LEGACY: The late Robin Banks 
was given a long service medal 

for his 58 years with An Comunn 
Gaidhealach. 15_t44robin01

READY: Duncan Macdonald is 
looking ahead to Oban 2015. 

t44duncan01
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Customer 

service comes 

fi rst for the 

A4 Audi team
A4 AUDI was established in 2006 
by myself, Andrew Dunn, now 
managing director.

I had worked in an Audi 
franchised dealer as a technician 
for a number of years and 
saw an opportunity to off er 
an alternative to their service 
model.

And, thanks to EU regulation, this 
changed and customers are now 
free to choose where they take 
their new vehicles providing the 
company used is VAT registered 
and use only genuine parts.

A4 Audi has grown from a one-
man operation to a company 
employing 16 highly skilled staff  
who can fi x and maintain these 
highly complex cars at our state-
of-the-art workshop.

We also off er the customer 
service package to go with 
it, which has received critical 
acclaim from numerous 
motoring organisations.

In 2010 we added B4BMW using 
the same business model and 
are in the process of introducing 
P4Porsche.

Despite the growth of the 
company, we are still committed 
to the core values - personal 
liaison with all customers, 
allowing them to make face-to-
face contact with the people 
who are fi xing their cars and 
an unreserved commitment to 
honesty and quality.

We have invested heavily in the 
newest and latest technology 
and to ensure the highest 

standard of workmanship all 
staff  routinely go on extensive 
training courses.

In addition, we frequently meet 
with parts manufacturers across 
Europe to ensure our parts are 
of the highest quality and are 
sourced at a competitive price.

We also constantly review our 
operating procedures in order 
to check that we are not wasting 
customer’s time and money 
on unnecessary costs, which in 
turn infl ate the price of repairs. 
All of these factors combined 
have allowed us to maintain our 
pricing strategy which can save 
our average customer 40 per 
cent on franchise dealers’ prices.

Also, 98.6 per cent of people have 
said they are very happy with the 
service they have received. We 
have been based in Clydebank 
since the company began - which 
has great public transports links 
which are able to service the 
whole west coast of Scotland. As 
a result we endeavour to build 
strong links with the west coast 
area and are pleased to have 
recently sponsored the Oban 
Saints youth football team. 

Visit our website, view our 
testimonials, fi nd out about our 
free pick-up and delivery service.

If you own an Audi, BMW, VW, 
Mini, Porsche and have not used 
us already - give us a try.

We would be delighted to 
add you to a list of satisfi ed 
customers.

ADVERTORIAL

OBAN BOY: proud dad and Lorn 
boy Seonaidh MacKenzie with 

his son Lorne who won the boys 
solo singing for ages 11-12.

BIRTHDAY BOY: Kyle Rowan not 
only won £50 in his accordion 

competition and turned 13 but 
also met his musical hero, Angus 

MacPhail of Skipinnish

ALL AT SEA: Actors take one 
of CalMac’s older stock out 

on a run - providing hours of 
fun for children. 

GIRLS: The ‘big ones’ from the Mull An Commun Gaelic group.

FINE VOICE: Lochs Gaelic Choir from Lewis

Correction
In our Mod edition of 

October 16 we carried 
a front page caption 

that wrongly said 
Islay’s Ellen 
Brown-McMurray 
won the prescribed 
poetry competition 
for learners aged 
7-8.

Ellen finished 
second in the compe-

tition behind Francesca 
McNeill of the Glasgow 
Gaelic School. Apologies 

for any offence caused.
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Email details of your event titled ‘What’s On’
to  whatson@obantimes.co.uk

THURSDAY 30TH OCTOBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7pm

Connel Sewing Club, Connel Village Hall, 7-9pm

Mull Theatre perform The Drawer Boy, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER
Children’s Halloween Party, Atlantis Leisure, Oban, 5-6.30pm

Oban Art Society Talk/Demonstration, Lorn Resource Centre, Oban, 7.30pm

SATURDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
Fasanta Festival of Textiles and Fashion, Various venues in Oban, All day

Holly Tea in aid of MS Therapy Centre, Oban Parish Church Centre, 2pm

Homebase Charity Quiz, Raffl  e and Auction in aid of Alzheimers, Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Oban. 7.30pm

SUNDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Fasanta Festival of Textiles and Fashion, Various venues in Oban, All day

MONDAY 3RD NOVEMBER
Oban Camera Club, Regent Hotel, Oban, Text Alex 07799 353140 for more info, 
Every Monday, 7.30pm

TUESDAY 4TH  NOVEMBER
Oban U3A Monthly Meeting, Studio Theatre, Corran Halls, Oban, 10.30am

Fort William Accordion & Fiddle Club meeting, Railway Club, Inverlochy, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER
Oban’s Fireworks Spectacular from Oban Harbour, 7.15 for 7.30pm

THURSDAY 6TH NOVEMBER
Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club, Monthly club night, Royal Hotel, Oban, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER
Keep the Home Fires Burning, Musical Evening, St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe, 7pm

SATURDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
Coff ee Morning & Open Day, Lochnell Primary, Benderloch, 10.30am-12.30pm

Oban Bach Choir & Orchestra in concert, St John’s Cathedral, Oban, 7.30pm

Drambuie
Whisky Liqueur
40% ABV
Around £36

DRINKING whisky with the folk 
of Lewis is an experience.
For an island that has only 
recently started producing its 

the qualities of great drinkers.
I was with George, renowned 
Lewis man cycle - and a 
number of the members of my choir - Atomic 
Piseag - at the Royal National Mod.
We had just won the Ladies competition and of 
course that was the time for a wee dram.
The dram of choice for a Piseagan is of course 
a Drambuie and if we are lucky maybe a 

These are pretty poor options when it comes to 
the high standards of the whisky drinker - but 
not for the  faint hearted in the quantities 
consumed by the choir.
It softens the throat - for singing and for post 
singing.
But George seemed to manage to slip a dram 

to swell the singing of Sine 
Bhan and made the Puirt all 
the better.  Louise Lee 

SCHOOLS and community groups in and around 
Argyll are helping to spread the word about a new 
community charity by making murals in the out-
doors over forthcoming weeks.

It’s all part of an awareness campaign that Act 
is conducting to inform local communities of the 
good things they have up their sleeve. 

The charity, which is supported by The Forestry 
Commission, Argyll and Bute council, Scottish 
Natural Heritage and NHS Highland, has one 
main vision - to maintain, enhance and promote 
the coast and countryside of Argyll and the Isles, 
so it can be enjoyed by residents, businesses and 
visitors.

Act, which is an abbreviation for Argyll and the 
Isles Coast and Countryside Trust, will be serving 
local communities as a hub facility.  

Julie Young, development officer, explained: ‘We 
wanted to provide the people of Argyll and the Isles 
with a platform they can use to find out about all of 
the projects taking place in the local community.  

‘From preserving wildlife to creating new job op-
portunities, Act will be supporting activity which 
either improves enhances or promotes Argyll and 
the Isles its local and wider networks.

‘We want people to enjoy the outdoors as much as 
possible,’ Julie said, ‘that’s why we decided to ask 
young people to get involved and to explore and 
utilize the outdoors and the natural materials that 
we have on our doorstep.’

It’s not just schools and community groups that 
are ambassadors of Act’s campaign – wildlife film-
maker, John Aitchison also thinks it’s a great idea.    

‘I’m a wildlife filmmaker so I am outdoors all the 
time, abroad as well as at home. 

‘I know how lucky we are to live in the amazing 
landscapes of Argyll and the isles. 

‘Our beaches and mountains, coasts and forests 
(and the wildlife which lives here) are second to 
none, so if you belong to a group this is the perfect 
opportunity to get outside and make the most of it,’ 
said Mr Aitchison.

CAMPAIGN: The act campaign is open to groups of children under the age of 18

Argyll comes together 
to Act for countryside

JURA is the backdrop for much of the 
action in a hard-hitting new psycho-
logical thriller about a fragile young 
woman who steals a baby and flees to 
the island. 

Author Marguerite Valentine delved 
into her experience as a childcare 
specialist and psychotherapist for the 
novel.

Marguerite wrote many academic 
papers during her career, but Between 
The Shadow And The Soul is her 
first work of fiction. Published by 
Silverwood Books, the book has been 
heavily influenced by her work, which 
began with setting up one of the first 
women’s refuges in the UK.

Marguerite then gained a PhD from 
the University of Warwick and worked 
in child protection with social services 
before training as a psychotherapist.

Marguerite said: ‘Some experiences 
have seared my mind, particularly 
cruelty to children. The idea for the 
book came with an image I saw years 
ago on the TV news of a woman 
caught on CCTV stealing a baby from 
a maternity ward. I wondered what had 
prompted such a drastic choice.

‘Having worked with children at 
risk, I also know it’s heartbreaking 
and profoundly disturbing for social 
work professionals whose actions are 

so restricted by bureaucracy and poor 
funding. They carry a huge burden of 
responsibility. It’s all of these dynam-
ics that I wanted to write about.’

Her family has supported the change 
of career, helping her with some tech-
nical aspects of the book: ‘One of my 
sons, an engineer, advised on things 
like mobile phone tracking and gave 
me maps of Jura to help me plan. The 
island is a very important part of the 
book.’

Marguerite explained to the Oban 
Times why she chose Jura: ‘I wanted a 
location that was a total contrast and 
could provide an atmosphere of lone-
liness, strangeness and remoteness. 
This experience contributes to her 
breakdown. 

‘I’ve visited twice, though that was 
years ago, and the island made a strong 
impression on me. 

‘All the descriptions are based on 
actual observations, the argocats, the 
deer hunters, the walks, seeing Barn-
hill and the whirlpool.

‘Jura has a stark beauty and is, I 
think, the perfect setting for the story.’

Copies of the book in paperback 
(£9.99) or e-book (£2.99) format are 
available via Amazon or direct from 
Silverwood Books. Marguerite’s web-
site is at: www.margueritev.org

New thriller set on 
island of Jura

STARK BEAUTY: Author Marguerite Valentine has chosen Jura as the backdrop for her new book 

SEVEN Argyll butch-
ers and haggis makers 
will go head-to-head 
as part of Oban Winter 
Festival’s St Andrew’s 
Day celebrations.

The Haggisfest com-
petition will be held 
in Oban Distillery on 
November 29 as the 
festival also marks the 
Year of the Haggis.

After judging takes 
place, members of 
the public will help to 
choose the winner of 

the ‘people’s choice’ 
award. 

Haggisfest was the 
idea of Oban chef and 
owner of the Water-
front Restaurant Alex 
Needham, who will be 
one of the judges along 
with Gregor MacKin-
non of Manor House 
Hotel.

Entrants come from 
across Argyll and in-
clude Jeanette Cutlack, 
Mull; Grants Butcher, 
Taynuilt; Alister Jack-

son, Oban; Barbreck 
Farm, Ardfern; H.D. 
Ferguson, Lochgilphe-
ad; McQueen’s, Rothe-
say; and Joe Callachan, 
Helensburgh.

Haggisfest is support-
ed by the Community 
Food Fund, which 
is financed by the 
Scottish Government 
and has been created 
to promote local food 
and drink, in line with 
Scotland’s National 
Food and Drink Policy. 

Oban will host competition 
to fi nd best Argyll haggis

AFTER the recent success of Twelfth Night and 
The Challenge the Morvern Players have a new pro-
duction of Lazybed by Scottish writer Iain Crichton 
Smith.

Rehearsals for the play are currently in full swing. 
Set in the Highlands, Lazybed it is about a crofter 

with a metaphysical dilemma who finds he can no 
longer lift a spade and focuses on what keeps us 
going from day to day. 

It is directed by local film-maker Sam Firth, who 
has recently moved to the area and will be produced 
by Veronique Walraven.

Morvern Players tackle Iain Crichton-Smith’s Lazybed

GAELIC speakers and learners can now access spe-
cialised Gaelic terminology relating to the historical 
environment, via an online thesaurus.

The resource has been launched as a joint project 
by Historic Scotland and the Royal Commission for 
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 
(RCAHMS), with financial support from Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig.

The thesaurus contains more than 4,000 terms and 
is aimed at Gaelic speakers, learners and schools, as 
well as the general public. It provides terminology 
relating to areas such as architecture, archaeology 
and history as well as place-names for many historical 
sites.

As a thesaurus, it not only functions as a dictionary 
of terminology but also provides the meaning of each 
term in both languages.

Alasdair MacCaluim, Historic Scotland Gaelic 
Language and Policy Officer said: ‘The thesaurus is 
an invaluable aid for translators or anybody with an 
interest in reading or writing about Scotland’s histor-
ical environment in Gaelic. By providing consistent 
and standardised terminology for this specialist 
area, it will add to the development of the language’s 
corpus.’

Peter McKeague, database manager at RCAHMS 
said: ‘Scotland leads the way in multi-lingual Linked 
Data thesauri. Until now our vocabularies and 

thesauri have acted as informal standards on the 
Internet.  

‘Publication of the Scottish Monument terms as 
Linked Data will improve data quality and allow our 
terms to act as vocabulary hubs on the Internet.’

Through the project, which is funded by the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), the 
Gaelic monument terms are available in machine 
readable format as part of the Scottish Monument 
type Thesaurus published on the www.heritagedata.
org website; the home of Linked Data Vocabularies 
for Cultural Heritage.

Head of Gaelic Usage at Bòrd na Gàidhlig David 
Boag said: ‘The National Gaelic Language Plan 
highlights the requirement for projects which add 
strength and consistency to Gaelic language corpus 
development.  

‘It is vital that Gaelic is able to be used in the grow-
ing range of contexts in which it features on a daily 
basis, within Scotland and beyond.  

‘Bòrd na Gàidhlig cannot achieve this without part-
ners and we fully acknowledge the work that Historic 
Scotland and RCHAMS have undertaken in support 
of this aim and we welcome the creation of this high 
quality, valuable resource.’

The thesaurus is available on the Historic Scotland 
website at: www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/gaelic-the-
saurus

Gaelic historical thesaurus launched
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COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
Advertise in the

Community
Noticeboard

for just £15.71
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

THIS WEEK’S 
LISTINGS
MONDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast 
Show, 0900 Monday 
Morning With Andy 
and Stephen, 1100 
Molly Black, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim 
Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 
Rosie's Highland 
Fling, 2000 John 
McLuckie's Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 
2200 Americano 
Show with Michelle
TUESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show 
with Maggie May, 
1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are 

Made of This with Ken 
Hunter, 1330 The Quiz 
with Danni Hay, 1500 
Lesley Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive-
time with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish 
with  Archie Cameron, 
2000 Highest Praise 
with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 
Northern Soul with 
Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish 
(repeat), 1000 Com-
fort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine 
Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell and 
Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len 

& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
Grooves
THURSDAY:
0800 Maggie May’s 
Carousel, 1100, 
Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with 
DJ Taz, 1900 Chris-
tine’s Collection, 2100 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 
Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:
0800 Jean Ainsley 
Breakfast Show, 1000 
Teeny and Tiny Show,  
1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 
Weekend Warmup 
with Ian Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 
1845 Sports View, 
1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie 

Craig, 2000 Friday 
Night with Innes, 
2100 TFI Friday with 
Jim Lawn
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 
Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crowsher, 
1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 
Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
0900 Sunday Morning 
with Breege, 1100 
- 1400 Allan, 1630 
Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 1900 
New Country Show 
with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass 
with Graham Scott

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or

call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

Seven days
Thursday
WHERE: Connel Village Hall
WHEN: 7pm
Connel Sewing Club resumes today. Busy sewers 
of all abilities are getting together over the next 25 
weeks. Old and new members welcome and all levels 
of sewers are catered for.

WHERE: Corran Halls
WHEN: 7pm 
The Drawer Boy
A beautifully written, funny and bittersweet tale set 
in Canada. It’s 1972, and an eager-eyed young actor, 
Miles, arrives on a small farm to do research for a 
role in a play about country life. He moves in with two 
middle-aged farmers: stoical Morgan who is not too 
thrilled with the self-absorbed city boy, and Angus, 
who lost his short-term memory after being bombed 
in the war.

Friday 
WHERE: Caol Community Centre
WHEN: All day
For crimes committed in the workplace, Lochaber 
staff are invited to nominate their employers, man-
agers or supervisors to be arrested and incarcerated 
behind bars to raise funds for Lochaber Hope to help 
people in the community.
Cells will be erected at Caol Community Centre and 
bosses will be charged with crimes such as – bad hair, 
makes rotten coffee, wears odd socks, talks with their 
mouth full – they will be held until they have raised 
bail. 
Get Out Of Jail cards can be purchased, toilet tokens 
and surprise twists.
Lochaber Hope, a confidential service, currently 
works with more than 250 people in the community. 
Mentoring, counselling, personal development and 
employment support – ‘Hope for all’. 
Fund-raisers look forward to seeing everyone at the 
High Court, Caol Community Centre on October 31. 

Saturday
WHERE: Corran Halls
WHEN: All day - Saturday and Sunday
Dunollie brings you Fasanta (Gaelic: fashionable) 
Scotland’s premier two-day festival celebrating Scot-
land’s textile heritage through a variety of workshops, 
master classes, panel discussions and activities for all 
ages including a community catwalk.
This is an excellent festival that involves the whole 
community at the heart of its event. Not only explor-
ing the rich cultural heritage of Oban, but far beyond.

Sunday 
WHERE: St John’s Church
WHEN: 3pm
Hoot is Helen MacLeod and Emma Wilkins who 
form Scotland’s award winning harp and flute duo.
As recent recipients of both the Enterprise Music 
Scotland Residency Project and the Tunnell Trust for 
Young Musicians, Hoot have dazzled audiences with 
their eclectic mix of music and sparkling personali-
ties.
Part of the Oban Music Society concert programme 
in association with Argyll and Bute Concerts Tours.

Monday
WHERE: wherever you like
WHEN: 5pm
OBAN FM’s ever popular Drive Time from 5pm on 
the local radio station.
Chat, music, phone-ins and general fun for the Oban 
and the entire area.
Oban FM can be found at 103.3 or online at www.
obanfm.com

Tuesday 
WHERE: Oban Library
WHEN: 10.30am
Computing for beginners (over 55 years) at 10.30 am 
in Oban Library for six weeks.
The course is aimed at beginners. Everyone is wel-
come. Contact 01631 567979 to book a place.

Wednesday
WHERE: Hope Kitchen
WHEN: from 10am
Help Hope Kitchen to celebrate its fifth birthday by 
making a visit to the group from 10am
Join Oban’s much needed charity for tea, coffee, cake 
and a chance to meet staff, volunteers and service 
users. On sale will be home baking, knitwear and 
handmade Christmas cards.

NATIONAL Theatre 
Live’s thrilling broadcast 
of Frankenstein returns 
to Oban Phoenix Cin-
ema for a limited time, 
thanks to unprecedent-
ed audience demand.

Directed by Academy 
Award-winner Danny 
Boyle (Trainspotting, 
Slumdog Millionaire, 
London 2012 Olympics 
Opening Ceremony), 
Frankenstein features 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
(12 Years A Slave, Star 
Trek: Into Darkness) 
and Jonny Lee Miller 
(Trainspotting, Mans-
field Park) alternating 
roles as Victor Franken-
stein and his creation.

The production was 
a sell-out hit at the 
National Theatre in 

2011, and the broadcast 
has since become an 
international sensation, 
experienced by almost 
half a million people 
in cinemas around the 
world.

Childlike in his inno-
cence but grotesque in 
form, Frankenstein’s 
bewildered creature is 
cast out into a hostile 
universe by his hor-
ror-struck maker. 

Meeting with cruelty 
wherever he goes, the 
friendless creature, in-
creasingly desperate and 
vengeful, determines to 
track down his creator 
and strike a terrifying 
deal.

Urgent concerns of 
scientific responsibil-
ity, parental neglect, 

cognitive development 
and the nature of good 
and evil are embedded 
within this thrilling and 
deeply disturbing classic 
gothic tale.

The production will 
be shown in the cinema 
through a live link from 
the show in London 
tonight (Thursday) at 
7pm.

National Theatre: Frankenstein
by Nick Dear, based on the novel by Mary Shelley

FRANKENSTEIN: A stellar cast of Benedict Cumber-
batch and Jonny Lee Miller will be performing live 
in London and screened directly through to Oban.

THE FIRST meeting of Oban Accordion and Fiddle 
Club this season saw a full house at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls.

Chairman Michael Garvin opened the evening and 
a great turnout of supporting players from Oban and 
further afield joined in on the act. 

Some younger players started the night off: Emma 
McPhee, Shanna Rodgers, Zoe Brown, Caitlin 
Curran and nine-year-old Connie McGhee on fiddle 
were supported by Alec MacLean, Michael Ma-
cLeod, Craig McFadyen, Hector McFadyen, Sileas 
Sinclair, Ewan Henderson, Andrew MacDonald, 

Robert Nairn, Fraser McInnes and Angus McColl.
Guest artiste for the evening was the Kinloch 

Ceilidh Band, brothers Archie and Alec McAllister 
from Campbeltown along with Iain ‘Stretch’ Mac-
Fadyen from Mull. 

They performed a fantastic and varied selection of 
foot tapping music, jigs, reels, marches, continental 
tunes, followed by a superb solo by Archie on fiddle.

The night ended with all the supporting players 
joining the band for the stramash. 

The next club night will be on Thursday, November 
6 with guest artise Iain MacPhail.

STRAMASH: Accordion players take to the stage for a fi nal set in Oban.

Full house for Accordion 
and Fiddle club meeting

THE FATE of the ca-
percaillie was the topic 
of the latest talk at the 
Argyll and Lochaber 
Group of the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust.

The group, formerly 
the Lorn and Mid Ar-
gyll Members’ Centre, 
enjoyed the opening 
talk to its winter lecture 
series by David Jardine, 
forest district manager 
for West Argyll with 
Forestry Commission 
Scotland.

He spoke on the 
problems inherent in 
the conservation of the 
iconic bird and also on 

the successes achieved. 
Although there are 

some breeding popu-
lations of capercaillie 
in oak woods they are 
largely dependent on 
the native pinewoods, 
themselves under threat 
as over-grazing prevents 
regeneration. 

David spoke also on 
the conservation of the 
pinewoods as the two 
subjects are so closely 
interconnected.

The next meeting is 
on Thursday, November 
20 when ecologist Dr 
James Fenton’s lecture 
will be entitled ‘Bogged 
down in peat’.

Lectures are held at 
the marine institute, 
Dunstaffnage at 7.30pm.

Wildlife Trust talk 
about the capercaillie

CONSERVATION: The 
Capercaillie population 

is sadly in decline.

CONCERNS about 
the future of an Argyll 
and Bute regional 
school band have been 
dismissed by the local 
authority as unfounded, 
because no decision on 
its future has been made 
yet.

However, in a letter 
from Argyll and Bute 
Schools Concert Band’s 
musical director, John 
Grant, he asks parents 
and guardians to contact 

local councillors to ask 
them for funding for 
concert band training.

Mr Grant adds: 
‘ArtsQuest will be work-
ing hard to try and raise 
funds in order that some 
pan-authority music 
making is sustained in 
the future.

‘Discussion will con-
tinue with the council 
in the hope that it may 
be able to contribute if 
and when the financial 

climate improves.’
A spokeswoman for 

Argyll and Bute council 
said: ‘We have been able 
to support the Argyll 
and Bute Schools Con-
cert Band for a number 
of years now. We are still 
looking at funding for 
this year – no decision 
has been made yet.’

Alastair Redmond 
from Islay raised the 
issue with The Oban 
Times, saying: ‘It would 

be a sad loss to the peo-
ple of Argyll and Bute 
to see our Argyll and 
Bute schools concert 
band disbanded in its 
current form due to lack 
of funding. 

‘Music is a very impor-
tant part of our culture 
and education here in 
Argyll and Bute and 
I would hope that our 
council would recon-
sider its stance on this 
matter.’ 

Concern for future of school band

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 4th November 

2014 at 10.30am
Studio Theatre and 

cafe area,
Corran Halls, Oban

A warm welcome to 
members new and old 

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Talk/demonstration

by Margaret Ker
on "Painting & 

Drawing to Music"
31st October 2014

Lorn Resource Centre, 
Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Visitors very welcome

KEEP THE HOME
FIRES BURNING
A musical variety 

evening
Local stories and songs 

of WW1
St Conan's Kirk, Lochawe

Friday 7th November 
7pm

Refreshments
£5 (friends £4) All proceeds to 

the Kirk restoration fund

CONCERT
MARKING THE CENTENARY OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 at 7.30 pm

ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, OBAN
OBAN BACH CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

Cherubini: Requiem
In memory of all who have died as a result of war

Seat with programme (obtainable at the door)
£8-00 (Concessions £6-00)

Course When Start Date Outline

Computing for beginners 55 plus Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30 Oban Library 4th November for 6 weeks A course aimed   

   at beginners.

Internet, email, word, Wednesdays 7 – 9 pm Lorn House 12th November for 5 weeks Spreadsheet course

Excel Beginners and Intermediate 

SQA Computing evening class Thursdays 7 – 9pm Lorn House 13th November for 10 weeks Certifi cate class for 

   Beginners /Intermediate

ESOL daytime class Tuesdays 2 – 4 pm Oban Library 21st October for 10 weeks Conversational English class 

ESOL evening class Mondays 7 -8.30pm Oban Library 27th October For 6 weeks Conversational English Class

Job Information Club Fridays 10 – 12 Oban Job Centre Ongoing  Help with CV’s, job 

   applications, computer skills

Beginners Computing 1 to 1 and group available Please call to arrange Ongoing Help with 

Daytime sessions   fi rst steps in computing 

Community Learning
Daytime and Evening classes this winter 
01631 567974/567979
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/adult learning

NEW YEAR CLASSES STARTING IN JANUARY 2015
•   Digital Photography    •   Data Management

•   Art for beginners and those with experience  •   Creative Crafts   •   Driving Theory

For further information on any of the classes or to book a place, please contact us at:-
Lorn Community Learning Centre, Willowview, Lower Soroba, Oban  01631 567979/567974

For help with reading, writing and number skills, please call Brian on 01631 567952

• The Maze Runner (12A)
The Maze Runner is set in a post-apocalyptic 
world, where Thomas is deposited in a community 
of young men after his memory is erased.  After 
learning  they’re all trapped in a maze, Thomas 
joins forces with fellow “runners” to not only 
escape the maze, but solve its riddle and reveal 
the chilling secret of who brought them there, 
and why.
• Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day (PG)
Follow the exploits of 11-year-old Alexander as 
he experiences the most terrible and horrible day 
of his young life. 
• The Book of Life (U)
The Book Of Life is the journey of Manolo, a 
young man who is torn between fulfilling the 
expectations of his family and following his 
heart.  Before choosing which path to follow, he 
embarks on an incredible adventure that spans 
three fantastical worlds where he must face his 
greatest fears. 
• Annabelle (15)
John R. Leonetti directs this horror prequel 
to ‘The Conjuring’ (2013). Mia and John 
Gordon (Annabelle Wallis and Ward Horton) are 
terrorised by supernatural forces when 

John thinks he has found the perfect gift for his 
wife and unborn child, a rare vintage doll dressed 
in a white wedding dress named Annabelle. 
The family’s joy however is abruptly ended when 
they are invaded and attacked in their home by 
members of a satanic cult. 
The terror of that night is nothing compared to 
what follows as the cult conjure an entity which 
takes over Annabelle and transforms her into a 
malevolent force of evil.
• Frankenstein – National Theatre 
Live
The thrilling broadcast of Frankenstein returns 
to cinemas due to unprecedented audience 
demand. Directed by Academy Award®-winner 
Danny Boyle, Frankenstein features Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee Miller alternating 
roles as Victor Frankenstein and his creation.
Childlike in his innocence but grotesque in form, 
Frankenstein’s bewildered Creature is cast out 
into a hostile universe by his horror-struck maker. 
(DOORS CLOSE AT 19.00, PLEASE BE SEATED 
BY 18.50)
• Fury (15)
Brad Pitt leads a tank crew on a deadly mission at 
the end of WWII in this gritty, action-packed war 
movie. April 1945. Hardened tank commander 
Don ‘Wardaddy’ Collier (Brad Pitt) has seen 

action all the way from Africa to Germany. He 
has always sworn to protect the crew of Fury, his 
Sherman tank. Their latest mission is a vital but 
positively suicidal one, striking at the heart of 
Nazi Germany behind enemy lines. As if being 
outgunned and heavily outnumbered wasn’t 
bad enough, Wardaddy has also been assigned 
wet-behind-the-ears assistant driver Norman 
Ellison (Logan Lerman). 
• What We Did On Our Holidays (12A) 
Rosamund Pike, David Tennant and Billy Connolly 
star in a heart-warming comedy about an eventful 
family holiday. Doug (David Tennant) and Abi 
(Rosamund Pike) are going through a painful 
divorce. Doug’s father Gordie’s (Billy Connolly) 
birthday party couldn’t have come at a more 
inconvenient time. Heading off for the Scottish 
Highlands, the bickering couple issue their three 
young children with strict instructions to keep 
the divorce a secret. This is more easily said than 
done. To keep track of the lies she’s expected to 
tell the extended family, sensible nine-year-old 
Lottie records them in a notebook. Four-year-old 
Jess copes with the stress by forming a bizarre 
attachment to a brick called Norman. But it’s 
middle child Mickey’s enthusiasm for Vikings, 
shared with his grandfather, that proves to have 
the most dramatic and unexpected consequences! 

         
   

The Maze Runner  Thurs 30th 20.30

Alexander & the Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day Sat 1st 13.30, 16.10 Sun 2nd 13.30, 16.10

The Book of Life  Thurs 30th 16.05 Sat 1st 14.00, 15.30 3D 
  Sun 2nd 14.00, 15.30 3D

Annabelle  Thurs 30th 18.15 Sat 1st  20.20
  Mon 3rd  20.20 Tues 4th 20.20
  Wed 5th 20.20 Thurs 6th 20.20

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE Frankenstein Thurs 30th 19.00 Fri 31st 19.00

Fury  Fri 31st 16.00, 20.30 Sat 1st 17.45, 20.30
  Sun 2nd 17.45 Mon 3rd 17.45, 20.30
  Tues 4th 17.45, 20.30 Wed 5th 17.45, 20.30
  Thurs 6th 17.45, 20.30

What We Did On Our Holidays  Fri 31st 16.00, 18.10 Sat 1st 18.10
  Sun 2nd 18.10 Mon 3rd 16.00, 18.10
  Tues 4th 16.00, 18.10 Wed 5th 16.00, 18.10
  Thurs 6th 16.00, 18.10 Te
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OBAN ACCORDION
AND FIDDLE CLUB
Monthly club night

Thursday 6th 
November at 7.30pm

Royal Hotel
Please note change of venue

Guest artist:
Iain MacPhail SDB

Admission £4
All welcome

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION & 
FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
on Tuesday 4 November at 8pm
GUEST ARTISTE: Colin Garvin

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

Admission £4.00, Tea & Raffle Extra
In the event of a last minute cancellation 

by any guest artist the committee will 
find an alternative artist

EDINBURGH 
CHOREOGRAPHIC PROJECT
presents an evening of modern 
dance devised by international 

choreographer, Royston 
Maldoom OBE.

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern Friday 7th 
November, 7.30pm

Tickets £9 / £6 (conc) / £20 
(family)

01852 500746 or cvh.
artsevents@gmail.com or 
www.ticketsource.co.uk



Stone Axe Head
BEFORE humans discovered metals they used 
stone to make axes and tools for hunting and felling 
trees.  Each piece would have taken a long time to 
make and would have been very valuable to the first 
farmers in Kintyre.  The axe represents probably 
the most fundamental change in the way that hu-
mans have lived on the planet – the introduction of 
farming and a settled lifestyle.

Campbeltown Museum

Focus on Argyll

Barn Owl
THE museum displays a number of local birds and 
marine life demonstrating the unique habitats to be 
found in Kintyre.  The area is a nationally important 
stronghold of the barn owl species.  Being able to 
see up close these magnificent creatures helps one 
to appreciate their beauty and fragility.  The barn 
owl in Scotland is the most northerly worldwide but 
its habitats are endangered and need protection 
and conservation. 

Stone Ball
CARVED stone balls are probably Scotland’s most 
enigmatic ancient artefacts.  Many are carved and 
decorated with spirals and circles.

Jet necklace
THIS magnificent necklace made of jet and cannel 
coal was found in a Bronze Age burial cairn in Kin-
tyre in 1970.  It is extremely valuable and would have 
been equally valuable and rare when it was worn by a 
Bronze Age leader c 2000BC.  It is thought to have 
been a family heirloom and eventually buried with an 
important person where it was broken and scattered 
around the body. 

A Westerly Gale
WILLIAM McTaggart - Scotland’s greatest landscape painter – painted A 
Westerly Gale (in oil on board) and loved Machrihanish Beach. He chose this 
spot to capture the coming Atlantic storm, creating a painting that is the best 
loved and most valuable of the fine art works in the museum collection. 

IT IS often assumed 
that there is no one 
collection that spans the 
history of Argyll in a 
public collection. 

However, that assump-
tion is in fact wrong 
- because Argyll and 
Bute council has one of 
the broadest collections 
that has national signif-
icance. 

The most dramatic 

is probably the Bronze 
Age jet necklace found 
more than 40 years ago 
- valuable and rare, it is 
unique.

The Campbeltown 
museum building itself 
is equally as beautiful.

The A-listed Burnet 
Building is one of the 
finest buildings in the 
town. It is in part a 
working council office 

and originally housd the 
public library. 

Outside in the clois-
ter garden there is a 
statue dedicated to the 
memory of Linda Mc-
Cartney, photographer, 
musician and wife of 
Paul McCartney. The 
couple lived near Camp-
beltown where he wrote 
Blackbird and Mull of 
Kintyre. 

Herd’s Horn
IN 1609 Archibald the Grim – the 7th Earl of Argyll, 
was given the power by the King to ‘plant a burgh, 
to be inhabited by Lowland men and trafficking 
burgesses, within the bounds of Kintyre’. He chose 
the site of the existing village of Ceanloch-Kilkerran, 
which was renamed Campbeltown in his honour. 

The Duke of Argyll has long retained a connection 
with the town, granting rights for his tenants to pas-
ture a cow on the town moor. The Herd’s Horn was 
used by the Town Herd, who every morning collected 
cows from each tenant, taking them through the 
streets of Campbeltown to pasture, and returning 
them to their owners each evening for milking. 

The Town Herd was a man of some importance 
locally – the names of all those who held the position 
are engraved in silver on the Horn’s plaque.

The only council-owned museum in 
the county is home to a collection that 
spans the history of Argyll
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Ballet West will 
tour with love 
story ending on 
Valentine’s Day
AN ARGYLL-based 
ballet company will 
become the first to 
perform classical ballet 
at the Clyde Auditorium 
in Glasgow when it 
takes to the stage early 
next year.

Ballet West will 
perform Romeo and 
Juliet in seven venues 
throughout Scotland in 
January and February 
2015, culminating in 
the performance at the 
auditorium, known as 
the Armadillo, on Val-
entine’s Day.

The tour opens at the 
Corran Halls in Oban 
on January 23 and title 
roles will be danced by 
Taynuilt brother and 
sister duo, Jonathan 
and Sara-Maria Barton, 
principal dancers with 
Ballet West. 

They will be joined by 
a group of professional 
artists, including Martin 
Fenton, dancing the role 
of Juliet’s fiancé, Paris.

Martin featured in the 
television series The 
Pineapple Dance Studi-
os and is currently lead 
principal male dancer in 
the London production 
of The Snowman.  

The 60-strong com-
pany also includes 
young dancers currently 

studying for their HND 
and BA qualifications 
at Ballet West. Among 
them, Natasha Watson, 
bronze medallist in the 
2013 Genée Internation-
al Ballet Competition, 
as well as Andrew Mc-
Farlane, Hannah Fowl-
er, Danielle French, 
Isaac Bowry and Emma 
Robinson, who featured 
in this year’s Genée 
competition.

Other venues on the 
tour include The Mac-
Robert Arts Centre, 
Stirling; Howden Park 
Theatre, Livingston; 
Paisley Town Hall; the 
Beacon Arts Centre, 
Greenock and The 
Brunton Theatre, Mus-
selburgh.

ROMEO AND JULIET: 
Jonathan and Sara-Ma-
ria Barton play the lead 
roles in Ballet West’s 
performance.
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Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website
www.burnstractors.com 

All used tractors and plant wanted 
from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751 for 
immediate inspection and payment

WANTED
Landrover Defenders 

from 1990 – 2012
 All Japanese pickups 

2 or 4 WD Toyota, 
Landcruisers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not

All models required

Contact 
James 

07500603068 
or 07875671994

OBAN
CALEDONIAN Marts Ltd sold 675 suckled calves, store, breeding and OTM cattle on October 

21 through Oban Mart.

All classes of breeding cattle met a exceptionally fi rm trade with one of the largest turnout 

of purchasers to be seen at this west coast centre with many travelling from all parts of 

Scotland and the North of England.

Bullocks (164) sold averaged 241p per kg (mainly native breeds) selling to 316p per kg for 

two 152kg Aberdeen Angus from R J Campbell, 77 Borve, Castlebay, Barra and to £830 for a 

400kg Aberdeen Angus from J E Taylor, Machriemore Mill, Southend, Campbeltown.

Heifers (370) sold averaged 248p per kg selling to 363p per kg for a 230kg Sim Luing from H 

and NA McCorkindale, Scammadale and Ardencaple, Kilninver and to £980 for three 280kg 

Shorthorns from Castle Estates, Dalmally.

Bulling Heifers (49) averaged £885.64 to £1,100 (twice) per head for three 360kg Shorthorns 

from Forrestry Commission, Cowal and Trossachs, Aberfoyle and MD and SA Clarke, William-

wood, Kirtlebridge, Dumfries.

In-calf heifers (55) averaged £1,257.33 to £2,100 for a Spring calving Simmental from G Reid, 

Brough, Taynuilt.

Cows and calves averaged £1,620 to £1,800 for a Simmental from L. Whittome, Auchenrier, 

Barcaldine.

Heifers with calves averaged £1,510 to £1,650 for a Limousin from D J Watson, Ardnacross, 

Campbeltown.

Leading prices per head (bullocks): Limousin - £780 77 Borve; Simmental - £760 Auchenreir; 

£660 Arisaig Estate; Shorthorn - £700 Lochs Estate; £670 77 Borve; Saler - £670 19 East Hy-

nish; Whitebred Shorthorn - £750 Rhemore; £600 Glenturret Estate; Aberdeen Angus - £710 

77 Borve; £650 17/18 Borve; Highland - £400 Killindine Estate.

Leading prices per head (heifers): Shorthorn - £980 (twice) Castle Estate; £880 BeinnDorain 

Farming; £850 Balure of Shian; £740 Cailaich; Simmental - £880 17/18 Borve; £850 Scam-

madale and Ardencaple; £800 Wester Coilechat, BeinnDorain Farming and Scammadale; 

£760 Frackersaig; Luing - £780 and £750 Clachan Farms; £700 Ardlarach; £680 Clachan Farms 

&Ardlarach; Whitebred Shorthorns - £780 Killundine Estate; £740 and £700 Glenturret 

Estate; £620 Killundine Estate; Aberdeen Angus - £740 Machriemore Mill; £650 and £620 

Carloonan; Limousin - £720 7 Calgary Croft; £680 Kengharair; £650 77 Borve; Saler - £600 19 

East Hynish; British Blue - £620 19 East Hynish.

Leading prices per head (bulling heifers): Whitebred Shorthorns - £1,100 & £1,000 (twice) 

Cowal and Trossachs and Forrestry Commission; Beef Shorthorn - £1,100 and £980 Wil-

liamwood and Dunadd; Aberdeen Angus - £980 Machriemore Mill; Limousin - £1,020 Fiart; 

Simmental - £780 Brenchoille.

Leading prices per head (in-calf heifers): Simmental - £1,850 (twice) Mid, Lismore; £1,800 

Fiart and Mid; £1,700 and £1,650 Mid; Blue Grey - £1,380 and £1,350 Stroneskar; £1,300 

Stroneskar;

Limousin - £1,450 (twice) Mid; £1,250 Dallachulish; £1,200 Stroneskar; £1,150 Invernahyle 

and Fiart.

ISLAY
ISLAY auction mart hosted United Auctions’ sale on Thursday, October 23, of 2,797 sheep of 

all classes and 312 calves and store cattle at Islay Auction Mart.  

All classes of lambs sold to average £53.80 against £57.52 at the corresponding sale last year.  

Lambs sold to a top of £69 for a pen of Suff olk Crosses from Callum MacTaggart Jnr, Lyrabus 

Farm and to a top of 173 pence per kilo for a pen of Suff olk Crosses from Claggan Farm.  

Feeding Ewes from M/s Porter, Carrabus sold to £92.50.  

In the cattle section, M/s Wood, Octofad, led the top prices per head when their British Blue 

Cross Bullocks sold to £1185.00.  

Leading the day’s prices per kilo was Charolais Crosses from Mr and Mrs Brown, Cruach, 

when their consignment sold to 294 and 292 pence per kilo for both bullocks and heifers.  

Bullocks sold to average £769.48 per head (£767.25 last year) and heifers levelled out at 

£656.80 per head (£668.73 last year).

Principal lots and prices:

Bullocks: AAx: £1100 – Lorgba: £925(3) – Keppols: £905(4) – Octomore: £805 – Octofad: 

£800 – Lorgba. BAx: £905, £885(2) & £825 – Ardnave. CHARx: £835 – Knocklearach:  805(2) 

– Cruach(Brown). LIMx: £1025(3) – Balaclava: £1005(7) and £985(2) – Octofad: £965 – Ard-

nave: £925 – Kintra: £915 – Ardnave: £915(6) – Balaclava: £895(2) – Octofad: £885 – Kintra 

and Ardnave: £865 – Ardnave: £855(3) – Balaclava: £845(8) – Ardnave: £815 – Balaclava. 

BRBx: £1185 and £1055 – Octofad : £925 – Starchmill. 

Heifers: AAx: £790(3) – Lorgba. BAx: £925 – Ardnave. LIMx: £885(3) and £845(8) – Octofad 

: £845(4) – Balaclava.

Top prices per kilo:

Bullocks: AAx: 227p(3) – Keppols: 210p – Lorgba: 209p(4) – Octomore: 204p(2) – Cru-

ach(Brown). BAx: 252p(2), 247p(2), 238p, 237p, 235p(3), 230p(2), 226p(3) & 212p – Ardnave. 

CHARx: 294p(4) – Cruach (Brown): 283p(13) – 9 Mansefi eld Road: 268p(2) – Cruach(Brown): 

259p(9) and 258p(5) – Knocklearach: 255p – Cruach(Brown): 229p and 215p(4) – Knocklear-

ach. LIMx: 279p(3), 278p(5) and 264p(2) – Kinnabus Farm: 262p(3) and 258p(2) – Ardnave: 

254p – Kinnabus Farm: 237p and 236p(5) – Ardnave : 235p(3) – Balaclava: 233p(8) and 

232p(5) – Ardnave: 232p – Balaclava(3) and Octofad(2): 230p – Kintra: 228p – Octofad(2) 

and Ardnave: 225p(5) – Octofad: 223p – Balaclava: 221p – Ardnave: 220p(6) – Balaclava. 

BRBx: 258p – Knocklearach.

Heifers: AAx: 222p – Cruach(Brown). BAx: 254p, 253p, 232p(7) & 221p(2) – Ardnave. CHARx: 

292p, 276p(6), 269p(2) and 258p – Cruach(Brown): 251p – Knocklearach(7) and 9 Manse-

fi eld Road(19): 238p(2) – Cruach(Brown). HEx: 259p – 14 Mansefi eld Terr. LIMx: 259p(5) – 14 

Mansefi eld Terr: 255p – Starchmill: 240p, 239p(7) & 235p(2) – Ardnave: 234p(5) – Kinnabus 

Farm.

Lambs: SUFFx: £69.00 – Lyrabus: £67.00 – Ardbeg: £65.00 – Starchmill: £64.50 – Uiskentuie: 

£62.00 – Lossit and Ardbeg: £60.00 – Smaladh: £59.50 – Coillabus, Uiskentuie & Duich: 

£59.00 – Duich: £58.50 – Craigfad: £57.50 – Duich: £57.00 – Ardbeg. TEXx: £68.50 – 

Carrabus: £67.00 – Mulindry: £66.00 – Tallant: £65.50 – Mulindry: £63.50 – 7 Claddach: 

£61.00 – Ardbeg and Carrabus: £60.50 – Torrabus: £59.50 – Lossit: £59.00 – Kinnabus 

Farm: £57.50 – Craigfad, Carrabus, Ardbeg and Kinnabus Farm. CHEV: £58.00 – Coull(Jones). 

CROSS: £63.50 – Kilchiaran: £62.50 – Lossit: £61.50 – Uiskentuie: £59.50 – Starchmill: 

£59.00 – Ardbeg and Kilchiaran: £57.50 – Ardfarnal. MULE: £62.00 and £58.50 – Leorin. 

BF: £59.00 – Ceannacroic: £58.50 – Leorin Farm: £58.00 – Lossit: £57.00 – Uiskentuie: 

£52.50 – Ceannacroic: £49.50 – Dhoidmhairi: £47.00 – Coull(Jones): £44.50 – Coillabus: 

£41.50 – Duich: £41.00 – Coultoon.

Ewes: SUFFx: £58.50 – 6 Bayview. BELTx: £63.50 – 6 Bayview. TEXx: £92.50 – Carrabus: 

£78.50 and £75.50 – 6 Bayview: £72.50 – 7 Claddach: £70.50 – Coull. CHEVx: £68.50 – 

Ardfarnal. CROSS: £82.50 – Ardbeg: £69.50 – Starchmill: £67.50 – Kilchiaran. MULE: £57.00 

– Coull. BF: £57.00 – Ceannacroic.

Top prices per kilo:

SUFFx: 173p – Claggan: 161p – Ballinaby: 159p – Pairc A Chlassan: 158p – Duich: 154p 

– Ardbeg: 153p – Ardbeg: 151p – Coillabus: 150p – Duich. TEXx: 160p – Gartness: 159p – 

Ardbeg, Ballinaby and Kinnabus: 156p – 7 Claddach: 151p – 7 Claddach and Carrabus. CHEV: 

172p – Kilbride: 162p – Coull(Jones). CROSS: 157p – Pairc A Chlassan: 153p – Coillabus: 

152p – Duich. MULE: 148p – Smaladh & Coull(Jones). BF: 144p – Lossit: 140p – Leorin Farm. 

DALMALLY
UNITED Auctions sold 2,865 lambs and sheep of all classes at their end of October sale on 

Friday at Dalmally auction mart.  

A good ringside of buyers ensured all classes were easily cleared at satisfactory levels.  

Lambs sold to £66 per head for Texel Crosses from Craig Farm. Breeding sheep from 

Monydrain sold to £100.  

Rams from Tullochan sold at £130 whilst feeding sheep from Barguillean sold to £56.50. 

Texel Ccoss lambs from Mr Livingstone, Birchfi eld sold at 179 pence per kilo and the same 

home led the prices per kilo for Blackface Wedder Lambs at 155 pence.  

Overall, lambs sold to average 60 pence down on the corresponding sale last year.

Principal lots and prices:

Top prices per head

Lambs: TEXx: £66.00 – Craig Farm: £63.50 – Duallin Farm: £63.50 and £60.50 – Barguillean 

Farm: £59.00 – Craig Farm, Balantyre Farm Partnership and Blarghour Farm: £58.50 – 

Dunans and Barguillean Farm : £58.00 – 117 Craigston, Barra, Lephinkill Farm and Knock 

Dhu.

SUFFx: £56.00 – Garraron and Melfort Farms.

CHEVx: £43.50 – Machrins Farm, Colonsay.

CROSS: £60.00 – South Ailey Farm: £58.00 – Craig Farm: £56.00 – Barguillean Farm.

MULE: £58.50 – Blairmore Farm.

CHEV MULE: £58.00 – Barguillean Farm.

BF: £55.00 – Lephinkill Farm: £49.50 – Duncroisk and Machrins Farm, Colonsay: £48.50 – 

Rhunacarn: £47.50 – Pitcastle Estate and Brackley: £46.50 – Duncroisk: £46.00 – Tullochcan: 

£45.00 – Dunloskin: £44.50 – Birchfi eld and Lephinkill: £44.00 – Castles Estate and Ledchar-

rie: £43.00 – Blairmore: £40.00 – Ellary Estate.

Ewe lambs: BF: £59.00 – Bragleenmore : £47.00 – Tullochcan.

Gimmers: MULE: £100.00 – Monydrain. BFL: £90.00 – Monydrain. BF: £80.00 – Dall Farm.

Ewes: TEXx: £56.50 – Barguillean Farm. BFL: £51.00 – Ardconnel Farm. CHEV: £52.00 – 

Garrogie Estate. CROSS: £54.00 – South Ailey Farm. MULE: £42.50 – Barguillean Farm. BF: 

£56.00 – Garrogie Estates and Auchreoch: £54.00 – Dall Farm: £48.00 – Garrogie Estates.

Top prices per kilo:

Lambs: TEXx: 179p – Birchfi eld: 174p – Dunans: 173p – 117 Craigston, Barra: 172p – Knock 

Dhu: 171p – 117 Craigston, Barra: 165p – Barguillean Farm and South Ailey Farm.

CHEV: 151p – Maam Farm.CROSS: 161p – Lephinkill Farm : 155p – Meallagie. MULE: 166p – 

Blairmore Farm. BF: 155p – Birchfi eld: 154p – Rhunacarn: 153p – Tullochcan: 152p – Dunans 

and Brackley: 151p – Machrins Farm, Colonsay: 150p – Castles Estate: 147p – Ledcharrie 

and Ellary Estate.

FORT WILLIAM
ALL classes met a fi rm enquiry at Fort William for Dingwall & Highland Marts Ltd on October 

27, where 1,160 store sheep of all classes were sold.

Lambs (639) averaged £36.85 per head and sold to £55.50 gross for Suff olk crosses from 

Greenfi eld, Invergarry.

Ewes (502) sold to £64.00 gross for Mules from 4 Muirshearlich, Banavie.

Rams (10) sold to £130.00 gross for a Blackface from Kilmalieu, Ardgour.

Feeding sheep (9) sold to £51.00 gross for a Blackface wedder from Insh Farm, Spean Bridge.

Other leading prices per head:

Store lambs: TexX – 35 Eoligarry, Isle of Barra, £54; Cross – Blarachourainn Estate, £52.50; 

BF – 19 Blarmacfoldach, Fort William, £51.50; Chev – Stalkers Cottage, Kinlochourn, £48.50; 

LynX – Glenquoich, Invergarry, £45; Suff X – 4 Glebehill, Kilchoan, £44. 

Ewes: Chev – Glenquoich, £55; TexX – 2 Achnaphubuil, Fort William, £51.50; BF – Moy Farm, 

Banavie, £51; Cross – Greenfi eld, £47.

Rams: Chev – Burnside, Isle of Mull, £70

Feeding sheep: Cross wdr – 3 Melvaig, North Erradale, £49; BF wdr – Insch Farm, £49; BF 

gmr – Ockle, Acharacle, £44

LOCHMADDY
LOCHMADDY, Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd, sold 273 weaned calves and store cattle and eight 

breeding cattle at their annual show and sale.

Prior to the sale on October 24, the judge Mr T Henderson, Udale, Poyntzfi eld, awarded the following 

results: Overall champion and fi rst prize bullock: J. A. MacLellan, 17 Hougharry, 435kg, £1,000; reserve 

champion and fi rst prize heifer: L. MacInnes, Hastain, 290kg, £700. 

‘An excellent show of calves met a satisfactory demand in line with our mainland sales,’ said a 

spokesman for Dingwall and Highland Marts.

Weaned bullocks (158) averaged 230.5p and sold to 271.4p per kg twice for a pen of 350kg Charolais 

crosses from 1 Clachan Farm, Lochmaddy, and a 280kg Limousin cross from 6 Borve, Berneray, and 

£1,040 gross for a pen of 410kg Charolais crosses from 1 Clachan Farm.

Weaned heifers (92) averaged 217.8p and sold to 255.2p per kg for a pair of 290kg Limousin cross from 

8 Clachan Sands, and £860 gross for a pen of 380kg Charolais crosses 1 Clachan Farm.

Store bullocks (11) and sold to 238.9p per kg for a 360kg Limousin cross from 17 Hougharry, and £970 

gross for a 490kg Limousin cross also from 17 Hougharry.

Store heifers (8) and sold to 215p per kg for a 400kg Limousin from 17 Hougharry, and £920 gross for a 

460kg Limousin cross also from 17 Hougharry.

Breeding cattle (8) sold to £1,700 for a Limousin cross in calf heifer from 1 Ahmore, Lochmaddy.

Other leading prices per head and per kg:

Weaned bullocks up to 250kg – 1 Ahmore, £550, 229.2p;  251-300kg – 6 Borve, £760, 1 Ahmore, 

252.6p; 301-350kg – 1 Clachan Sands, £950, 3 Hosta, Tigharry, 256.7p; 351-400kg – 4 Griminish, Ben-

becula, £900, 2 Hosta, Tigharry, 236.6p; 401-450kg – 17 Hougharry, £1000, 1 Clachan Sands, 253.7p.  

Weaned heifers 251-300kg – 8 Clachan Sands, £740, Hastain, 241.4p; 301-350kg – 8 Clachan Sands, 

£800, 2 Hosta, 249.2p; 351-400kg – 38 Linique, Eochar, £820, 227.8p.A busy show ring at the Oban sale. Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

Our ‘Indian summer’ has really fi nished now, and the weather is turning back to 
good old Scottish autumn/winter.
So it is just as well that we have now fi nished weaning all our lambs and calves. 
They really benefi ted from the good summer, with average weights of the 
calves being 300kg at around seven months of age and the lambs averaging 
28 kg at weaning. 
Most of our ewe lambs have been sent away for wintering and the wethers 
(castrated male lambs) from our Auchtertyre fl ock are now at SRUC’s farm at 
Oatridge where they will be fattened up and sold over the winter. 
Some of the ram lambs from our Kirkton fl ock have been kept for breeding 
purposes, but the vast majority are kept for fattening, or fi nishing. 
Having stayed out on grass for a while, all of the lambs have now been housed 
and are being fed straw and concentrates until they reach the appropriate 
specifi cations for slaughter. 
So far, we have managed to get 105 lambs away with another batch hopefully 
ready soon.
We are also pressing ahead with plans to move all our sheep handling facilities 
under cover into another shed, which should mean that handling takes less 
time and we don’t have to stand in the rain. 
At the moment we are busy deciding what the best layout of all the pens will 
be, but hopefully in a few months time the design and relocation will all be 
done and dusted.

First year students
The new shed has not been standing idle though, as we have made great use of 
it over the past few months for all the visitors we have had. 
In September, we hosted the SRUC Edinburgh students ‘Freshers Week’. 
More than 120 SRUC fi rst year students from our Edinburgh campus came to 
stay at our wigwams for three days during which they visited the farms here 
and other local businesses and attractions. 
During the same week, we also had a visit by the UK Maternal Sheep Group. 
This group is made up of Blackface and easycare sheep breeders, who share technical 
experience about recording ewe and lamb performance in their fl ocks. 
Twenty-one farmers from across the UK came and had an enjoyable day in the 
sun learning about the wide range of sheep-related research being conducted 
across SRUC, especially here at our farms. 

International and national visitors
The following week started on more of an international note, as we hosted a 
visit from a group of farmers and community leaders from the Black Forest in 
Germany. 
They were visiting us to hear more about the challenges facing Scottish hill 
farmers and upland communities, many of which were in common with their 
experiences in Germany. 
We were their fi rst stop on a whistle-stop tour of the West Highlands, taking 
in Oban and Mull. 
That same day, we also had a group of 10 advisers from Iceland’s Department of 
Soil Conservation come to see us. 
They were particularly interested in hearing about what grazing management 
issues we have and how SRUC interacts with farmers to raise awareness of 
those issues. They also enjoyed hearing about the large amount of native 
woodlands that we have planted in recent years and the potential for peatland 
restoration and demonstration on the farms. 
To fi nish off  that week, we hosted an Activity Tourism Awareness Day, organised 
by Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park’s Skills Partnership, in association 
with colleagues from SRUC Learning. 
Around 30 young people from schools across the area (Balfron High, Dunoon 
Grammar, Hermitage Academy and Vale of Leven Academy) participated in a 
range of outdoor activities. 
They also met employers from within the national park, who outlined the skills 
they need in employees, and heard from SRUC Learning about the range of 
courses on off er to allow them to develop those skills.

Open day
Finally, when you are read this, we will also have had a Talking Science Public 
Open Day at Auchtertyre farm. 
This event has been designed to help raise awareness amongst residents and visitors 
to the local area of the range of research taking place on their doorsteps. 
It’s raining as I write this but hopefully the weather will be kind to us on the day.

A MORVERN woman 
has been appointed as club 
development officer with 
the Scottish Association 
of Young Farmers Clubs 
(SAYFC).

Claire Cameron will be 
developing clubs in areas 
which do not already have 
one and introducing them 
to one of Scotland’s largest 
rural youth movements.

This will include working 
with schools, colleges and 
existing youth groups.

Claire and her family 
run a mixed stock farm in 
Kilmalieu south of Corran, 
and she has been involved 
with youth groups all her 
working life. 

She currently works 
part-time for the Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce 
as a business development 
officer, and will be working 
for SAYFC also on a part-
time basis.

She is a keen carriage 
driver and enjoys all types 

DEVELOPMENT: Claire Cameron, club development offi  cer

of cookery.  She said: ‘I am 
very excited about my new 
role as club development 
officer for SAYFC.

‘I hope to get into schools, 
youth clubs and to run 
some information / social 
evenings to chat to potential 
members about young farm-
ers to help them setup new 
clubs.’ 

SAYFC chief executive 
Penny Montgomerie said: 
‘Over the last 12 months, we 
have seen our membership 
increase which has included 
the introduction of a new 
club in Skye, and the re-
forming of Strathspey. 

‘This has been very posi-
tive for SAYFC and ensures 
we continue to meet our ob-
jective of offering personal 
development opportunities 
for rural youth throughout 
Scotland. 

‘Claire’s appointment will 
allow us to continue reach-
ing out to areas that do not 
currently have a club but 

would benefit from young 
farmers.’ 

Claire added: ‘If would 
like me to come and have a 
chat to a group in your area 
or would like help to find 
out if there is interest you 
can contact me on 07805 
167388 or claire@sayfc.org.’

Also newly appointed 
is Kerry Mackenzie, who 
takes on the part-time role 
of maternity cover for the 
Highland event manager.

Kerry is currently secre-
tary/treasurer for Caithness 
Country Show and has 
experience of young farmers 
as a past member of Halkirk 
YFC. 

She said: ‘I am looking for-
ward to organising my first 
Highland Rally, especially 
after competing and stew-
arding at the event when I 
was with Halkirk YFC. 

‘I hope to be able to build 
a good relationship with 
the members and help their 
clubs flourish more.’

FARMERS and crofters across the High-
lands will have the opportunity to find out 
more about the new Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) at a series of Scottish Govern-
ment roadshows.

The events are part of a series of 34 
roadshows across Scotland where Scottish 
Government officials will explain how CAP 
support will be delivered from 2015, and 
what farmers and crofters need to do to 
receive CAP funding. 

Farmers and crofters will then be able to 
ask questions about the new system.

Richard Lochhead, Scottish rural affairs 
secretary, said: ‘We are about to implement 
the biggest reform of the Common Agricul-
tural Policy in a generation and, while we 
have already provided information about 
the funding system, farmers and crofters 
will undoubtedly have questions about the 
practical implications of these changes.

‘These roadshows across the Highlands 
are the ideal opportunity for farmers and 
crofters to find out about the new CAP 
which comes into effect on January 1 as well 
as what they need to do to receive funding 
and all of the key dates and deadlines. 

‘Scottish Government officials will be on 
hand to answer any questions farmers and 
crofters may have and to talk through the 
new system we are introducing to make the 
transition as smooth as possible.’

The events in Highland include: Skye Ca-
manachd (Shinty Club), Portree, November 
12, 2014, 7pm; Thistle Hotel, Inverness, 
November 17, 2014, 7pm; Ben Nevis Hotel, 
Fort William, November 19, 2014, 7pm;  
Broadford Village Hall, Skye, November 
26, 2014, 7pm; and Gairloch Community 
Hall, Gairloch, December 2, 2014, 7pm.

Attendance is free and there is no need to 
register in advance. 

THE SCOTTISH Crofting Federation 
(SCF) has endorsed the ‘Crofting Census’ 
which will be launched this week by the 
Crofting Commission and urges all crofters 
to participate.

‘This is about crofters taking responsibil-
ity for the future of crofting,’ said Derek 
Flyn, chairman of the SCF. 

‘Crofters enjoy substantial protection 
under crofting law and in return are asked 
to comply with basic duties, the two funda-
mentals being that they use their crofts and 
live on or near them.’

One of the obligations that have come 
from the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010 is that the Crofting Commission has a 
duty to issue an annual notice to all tenant 
and owner-occupier crofters to gather 
rudimentary information on the state of 

crofting. This is to be known as the ‘Croft-
ing Census’. 

More than 18,000 Crofting Census forms 
have been sent out to all crofts and crofters 
are legally obliged to complete the forms 
and return them to the Crofting Commis-
sion before the end of the three month 
deadline of January 16, 2015.

Mr Flyn continued: ‘The deficit in infor-
mation on crofts and crofting has long been 
a significant hindrance to the formation of 
policy and development initiatives that can 
help crofting. 

‘This annual survey will gradually build 
up a picture of where there are problems 
and where crofting is working. 

‘This information will help to ensure the 
continuation, the strengthening and the 
expansion of crofting communities.’

Crofters to complete census

CAP roadshows come to the Highlands

Ewen Campbell, SRUC Kirkton /Auchtertyre farms 

gives an overview of current issues in the region

Farming Focus

BREEDERS: Sheep breeders discuss ewe and lamb 
performance at Kirkton and Auchtertyre farms

Upland farm sales rare due to economic uncertainty 
THE VALUE of Scottish farmland has been going up despite a number of major economic 
factors, according to rural property advisers Smith Gore, Scotland.

But John Coleman, head of farms and estate agency, cautions that  buyers are reluctant to 
pay premium prices, because of the ‘uncertainties of political change’. 

He said: ‘Upland farm sales are a rare commodity this year with both buyers and sellers 
awaiting the outcome of the delayed CAP reform details and how they will relate to Scot-
land, but there is a degree of optimism out there in the market which is sure to be reflected 
as we go forward into 2015.’



18 PROPERTY Thursday 30 October, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FOR SALE

WANTED

Top fl oor Apartment 
with Balcony. 

Lismore House, Oban.  
2 Bedrooms, Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Lounge/
Diner. Lift.  New 

carpets Private parking 
EPC:C  Price £160,000. 

Early entry possible. 
Tel 0787 602 4316.

TO LET – OBAN
RETAIL WAREHOUE PREMISES

also suitable for workshop/storage/distribution uses
(subject to necessary consents)

and toilet.
Vehicle access and parking.  EPC Rating  D+.
Flexible lease terms available including short-term 
occupancy.

Tel. 01631 563901  www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

TO LET

FAMILY LOOKING 
FOR PLOT OR HOUSE

We are a family who sail 
extensively on the west 
coast and are now looking 
to move to Oban or Ardfern.  
We're looking for a plot or a 
house with a full sea view. 
We'll treat all replies in 

is of interest, then please get 
in touch with us by email at 
chrism1000@icloud.com, 
or on 07595 373081.

ISLAY, GLENEGEDALE
Very Desirable area 
(approx. 3 acres) for 

residential development.  
Present planning application 

lodged for five houses.
Services readily available.  
Good opportunity in key 

strategic location.

Further particulars from 
Mactaggart & Company.

Telephone 
01475 674628.

TO LET
Spacious 2 bedroom cottage
Rural setting in own grounds 
& parking at Ariogan, Lerags 

2 miles south of Oban.
Both bedrooms en-suite.
Large lounge with wood 

burning stove, fi tted kitchen 
with dining area, conservatory. 

Part furnished.
Suite couple, no dss, references 

required.
£560 pcm + council tax etc.

Phone 01631 562746

Oban Esplanade 
and Los Gigantes

Esplanade, one week 
up until 5 months, big 
discounts.  Also Los 
Gigantes, Tenerife, 

up market resort from 
£190 weekly.  

Telephone 01631 
567061 - 0141 6475632. 

ricky13yates@yahoo.co.uk

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished, 

2 bedroom house in 

Oban

Available for long term let.

No DSS\No Pets, references required.

£550.00 per calendar month with 

£550.00 deposit + Council Tax and 

Utilities.

Available from end of November.

Please contact: 

linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk
01631 562317

Isuzu Trooper, SWB

£2,400 o.n.o.

Tel: 01880 740629 
/ 07808 141469

Dec 03, 80,000 

miles, MOT March 

2015, 2.9 engine.

Hyundai Tucson Comfort.

£4,750

Tel: 07979 925435 (Arran)

2009 (09), 79, 000 miles, MOT end 

June 2015, full leather interior. 

electric windows, privacy glass, air 

conditioning, towbar. Family owned 

since new, recent battery, just had oil 

and air service.

5.4 meter Northcraft Rib with 
two seat centre console

Tel: 07730094865 or 01631 562755

75hp four stroke Mariner outboard on 

galvanised trailer. All 10 years old. 

Good condition.

£3750 o.n.o.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306
 Mobile 07885 203020

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles
Landrovers, any 4x4, Toyotas, Nissan, 

considered. Also non-runner and accident 
damaged, MOT failure, single or double cab.

Genuine people to deal with.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED ALL 4 X 4’S

Telephone
07789 138028

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrovers etc, 
mileage no problem.  Distance no 

object.  Specialise in Vauxhall Brava 
and Isuzu pick-ups.

PEUGEOT 406 ESTATE

Telephone
01631 710727 (Oban)

1999 mkII.
1.9 petrol, MOT Oct 2015, 

129,000mls.
£650 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 16V CLUB

Telephone
07833526614

Black 5Door, 08 Plate
M.O.T July 2015 TAX Dec2014

Full service History, 70,000 Miles
EW,CL,AC,PAS,CD

£3000 o.n.o.

WANTED 4x4

Telephone 07925 715321

Any year or condition, would 
consider any kind of pick-up or 
jeep, will collect and pay cash.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 

or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, 
Toyota, Landrover, Mitsubishi, 

high miles no problem, 
MOT or not, instant decision, 

same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new, 
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good 
quality 4x4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia, 

Ford etc and all 4x4 
pickups, must be 
in good condition 

and reasonable 
mileage. Older 4x4s 

and non runners/
MOT failures etc 

considered. 
Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Citroen Relay

£2,850 o.n.o.

Tel 07788 505224

52 reg. LWB 2.8 Turbo Diesel 

Camper Van, 2 berth, 240 hook 

up, onboard water, cooker & 

hob, toilet. 9 months MOT, 4 

new tyres, good condition for 

year, lots of new parts.

Ford KA 2003

£550

Tel 07934 099789

1.3 petrol, one years 

MOT, new tyres (snow 

trek), 93,000 miles, 

recent new engine.

2002 Honda Accord vtec sport

£700 o.n.o.

Tel 01770 700258 (Arran)

1.9 petrol, 

84000 miles, 

MOT Aug 2015.

Citroen Berlingo Van

£2400 o.n.o. 

Phone 01770 600705 (Arran)

Diesel , 2007, 

31,000 miles

Honda Accord

£2400

Tel: 07732 975042

2005 ‘05’ plate, 2.0 l SE 

petrol, manual. MOT 

March. 58,000 miles.

Service history and 

records.

Nissan Micra SX 5 Door

£1250 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 553383

2005. Excellent condition 

with Tax and MOT. 70,000 

miles. Air con, electric 

windows/mirrors, 

leather trim, alloy wheels 

and CD player.

NEW house building 
fi gures released by NHBC 
this month show that 
new home registrations in 
Scotland increased by nine 
per cent during the third 
quarter (Q3) compared to 
the same period last year.

In total, 3,017 new homes 
were registered during the 
period, compared to 2,759 
in 2013, with overall year-
to-date registrations also 
marginally up on last year.

NHBC regional director 
Malcolm MacLeod said: 
‘Scotland has enjoyed a 
promising quarter with 
overall registrations up 
nine per cent on the same 
period last year. Although 

the principle driver for 
this increase has been the 
private sector we continue 
to work with the social 
housing sector protecting 
the signifi cant investment 
they make in delivering 
new homes. 

‘The referendum may 
have unsettled some 
prospective buyers but 
it is likely that the market 
will now settle down and 
the recent announcement 
on the Land and Building 
Transaction Tax coupled 
with the imminent availa-
bility of the next tranche of 
Help top Buy funding will 
likely to lead to registra-
tions increasing. ‘

Overall UK fi gures for 
Q3 2014 reveal that new 
home registrations have 
increased eight per cent 
on the same period last 
year with the private sector 
continuing to be the main 
driver of growth.  These 
fi gures represent the high-
est year-to-date fi gures 
and the highest Q3 fi gures 
since 2007.

In total for the UK, 36,343 
new homes were regis-
tered with NHBC between 
July and September this 
year (28,468 private sector; 
7,875 public sector), com-
pared to 33,573 (24,984 
private sector; 8,589 public 
sector) for the same period 

in 2013.  This represents 
a 14 per cent increase for 
the private sector, with 
the public sector still 
under-performing when 
compared to last year’s 
fi gures.  However, NHBC 
anticipates that public 
sector registrations will 
begin to grow again as the 
next phase of the Govern-
ment’s Aff ordable Housing 
Programme has recently 
been allocated.

A  warranty and insurance 
provider for new homes, 
NHBC’s monthly registra-
tion statistics are a leading 
indicator of the health of 
the country’s new homes 
market.

2 beds, open plan kitchen 
living, good size bath-

room, spacious hallway, 
great views over Pulpit 

Hill to the south and the 
harbour to the north.  

£115,000.  
Open day Saturday 8th 

November 10 – 2. 

Offers around 
£280,000 

(£10,000 below HR)

BURNLEA, GLENMORE ROAD, OBAN
Set back on a corner plot, this excellent family 
home enjoys good views over the centre of town.  
Well kept mature garden areas.  Accommodation: 
3 double bedrooms, lounge, livingroom, kitchen/
dining room, utility room, family bathroom, 
shower room, sun room.  Large double garage 
with electric door and storeroom above accessed 
from external stairs.  DG, GCH.  A number of 
extras may be included.  Early entry.

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Window Blinds

Oban-based, property 
consultancy off ering 
independent, expert 

advice to businesses and 
individuals throughout 

Argyll, Lochaber and the 
West Highlands and Islands.

Enquiries & information: 
www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

Tel: 01631 562637 Mobile: 07711 955845 

Surveyors and Valuers

LETTINGS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS

PROPERTY NEWS 

LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

DRIVETIMES

NHBC reports positive fi gures for Scottish house building
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DURING the winter driving conditions 
become challenging, so making sure 
you are safe on the road is important. 
Follow our winter driving guide to ensure 
your journey is safe and minimise risks to 
yourself and other road users:

Reduced daylight hours and hazardous 
weather places more demands on all 
road users.

If you have the chance, plan ahead for 
your journey by checking the forecast, 
road conditions and consider alterna-
tive routes. 

Even the most experienced driver’s 
heart can sink when they pull back the 
curtains to reveal roads covered in snow 
and ice, especially when the day’s jour-
ney really is necessary.

If your journey is essential, take an emer-

aid kit, jump leads, shovel, warm drink 
and emergency food in case you get 
stuck or break down.

Make extra checks on your brakes, 
tyres, lights, batteries, windscreens and 
wiper blades to ensure they are in good 
condition and well maintained.  

Remember, your car isn't in physical 
contact with wet, snowy, icy or any 
other road surfaces, only its tyres are, so 

they must be in perfect condition and 
have exactly the right amount of air in 
them.

Check them weekly to ensure they are 
legal and at the correct pressure print-
ed in the vehicle handbook.

The minimum legal tread depth for cars 
is 1.6mm across the centre and three 
quarters of the breadth of the tread 
around the entire circumference.

They should also be checked for bulges, 
cuts or tears which will weaken the tyre; 
failure to maintain your tyres could lead 

penalty points per tyre. 

Windscreens, wiper blades and win-
dows must be kept clean and free from 
defects.

Make sure your windscreen is properly 
demisted and clear of snow and ice 
before you drive.  

a dirty, greasy or damaged windscreen 
can make things worse.  

Washer bottles need to contain an 
additive to stop the water from freezing, 
and usually need a higher concen-

winter driving.
Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com

STOCK LIST

Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

NEW CARS 
ARRIVING SOON AND 
FINANCE AVAILABLE 

ON ALL CARS

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

14 14 Ford Ranger Wildtrack 4x4 TDCI
£21,995 +vat

3.2cc Double Cab, Diesel, White, 4,900 Miles, Full 
Leather Interior, Sat Nav, Reversing Camera, Air 
Con, Cruise Control, Bluetooth, Tow Bar, Roller 
Shutter Mountain Top, Manufactures Warranty Until 
May 2017

13 13 Ford Transit 100 T260
£10,995 +vat

2.2cc, Diesel, White, 22,000 Miles, CD/Radio, 
Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, Ply 
Lined, 6 Speed Gear Box, Manufactures Warranty 
Until March 2016

13 13 Fiat Punto GBT
£7,795

1.4cc, Petrol, 3 Door, Hatchback, White, 10.000 
miles, CD/Radio, MP3 Compatible, Central Locking, 
Electric Windows, Alloys, Heated Wing Mirrors, 
Multi Function Steering Wheel, 1 Owner, Fully 
Serviced, Manufactures Warranty Until Mar 2016.

12 12 Nissan Juke Acenta Sport DCI
£10,995

1.5cc, Diesel, 5 Door, Hatchback, Black, 35,300 
miles, CD/Radio, MP3 Compatible, Central Locking, 
Electric Windows, Electric Door Mirrors, Cruise 
Control, 6 Speed Gearbox, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, 
Manufactures Warranty until Mar 2015

12 12 Vauxhall Astra Exclusive 
CDTI Eco Flex

£9,495
1.7cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Diesel, Silver, 21,000 
miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, Electric 
Windows, Alloys, Air Con, 1 Owner, £0.00 Road Tax, 
Manufactures Warranty Until Aug 2015

12 12 Vauxhall Corsa SXI
£6,795

1.4cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Silver, 23,000 
miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, Electric 
Windows, Alloys, Fully Serviced, Manufactures 
Warranty Until 2015

12 61 Ford Focus Titanium 125
£10,595

1.6cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Diesel, Silver, 19,500 
miles, CD/Radio, Remote Central Locking, Electric 
Windows, Alloys, Air Con, Bluetooth Connection, 
Cruise Control, 1 Owner, Fully Serviced, Manufac-
tures Warranty Until Jan 2015.

10 59 Vauxhall Insignia SRI
£6,495

1.8cc, 5 Door, Petrol, Black, 55,000 miles, CD/
Radio, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, 
Alloys, Air Con, Cruise Control, Front Fog Lights, 
Fully Serviced, 1 yrs MOT.

09 09 Ford Ranger Thunder 
4x4 Pick-up
£8,795 + vat

2.5cc, Diesel, Silver, 57,000 miles, CD/Radio, 
Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, Full 
Leather Interior, Tow Bar, Canopy, Fully Serviced, 1 
Years MOT. 

06 06 Ford Transit Connect Van
£3,795 + vat

1.8cc, Diesel, White, 76.000 miles, Side Loading 
Door, CD/Radio, Central Locking, Electric Windows, 
Ply Lined, Fully Serviced, 1 yrs MOT.
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Old Crofters, Oban PA34 4HU

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072     john.stoddarts@btconnect.com     www.stoddarts.co.uk

JUNIOR QUAD - QUADZILLA R100
100CC,CAN BE GOVERNED ELECTRIC START

FULLY AUTOMATIC WITH REVERSE AND 
LIGHTS

£1,450 INC.VAT
ALL READY TO GO, DELIVERY CAN BE 

ARRANGED

HONDA TRX500 2011
TRX500FMC FITTED WITH NEW WARN WINCH
ROAD REGISTERED FULLY SERVICED WITH 

NEW TYRES
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION

£5,200+VAT
FINANCE AND DELIVERY ARRANGED

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

 
Tel: 01546 606767/

01546 606272

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
63 Skoda Fabia 1.2 Greenline Estate, TDi CR, 14,500 miles  .....................................£10,650
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles .....................................£7,650
13 Skoda Roomster 1.2 Greenline TDi CR, 11,000 miles  .....................£9,850
13 Ford Fiesta Zetec, Auto, 1.6, 5dr Blue, 10,250 miles ........................£9,850
11 Renault Megane dyn hatchback, 1.6 silver, 6,300k miles ..................£7,750
59 Peugeot 207 SHDi 5 Dr Salon, 54,000 miles ....................................£5,250
59 Renault Scenic Dyn, DCi 105, Blue, 52,000 miles ............................£6,500
59 Renault Clio 1.5DCi, 3 dr, White 34,000 miles ................................£5,650
09 Renault Kangoo car, 1.2, Silver, 48,000 miles ...................................£4,450
07 Renault Laguna DCi Est, Silver, 70,000 miles ....................................£3,550
58 Honda CRV 2.0 SE Auto, Blue, 55,000 miles ...................................£8,500
08 Fiat Doblo 1.9D Active Blue 52,000 miles ........................................£4,250
56 Astra 1.6 Life, 5 dr, Silver, 50,000 miles ............................................£3,500
55 Renault Megane dyn, 1.9 DCi Est, Gold, 41,000 miles .........  ...........£3,500
54 Honda CRV Sport Vtec 2.0 ltr Blue, 91,000 miles ............................£4,250
04 Mitsubishi Shogan 3.2 DCi, Blue ......................................................£5,500

COMMERCIALS
61 Kangoo Sport, 1.5DCi, 65K Miles ...................................... £5,750 plus VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ................................................... £8,000 plus VAT
60 Renault Kangoo ML19, DCi, White, 54,000 miles ............. £5,500 plus VAT
06 Ford Transit Connect Diesel, 31,000 miles .........................£4,850 inc. VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

20%

61 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Equippe, 5dr Car, 3.2 DiD Auto, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver, 80K ......................NO VAT £14,450
11 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN, Equippe, SWB, Commercial, 3.2 DiD, Manual, Alloys, Cruise, Met Blue, 100K ..........£10,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k.......................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ...................................£11,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, D/Cab Pickup, Auto, Leather, Sat Nav, Roll Bars, Rear Cover, Black, 50K .............£11,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ...........NO VAT £6,450
06 MITSUBISHI L200 4work, Single Cab P/Up, New Shape, Manual, Low Road Tax, Met Silver ...........................£4,950
11 NISSAN NIVARA Acenta, D/Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Met Grey, 35k ..............................................£11,450
10 NISSAN NAVARA Tekna D/cab, Pickup, Manual, Heated Leather, Sun Roof, Met Grey, 80k ..............................£9,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA Outlaw Plus, D/Cab P/Up, 6 Speed Manual, Heated Leather, Sunroof, Black, 90k .................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA Mammoth, D/Cab Pickup, Manual, Alloys, Epack, Met Silver, 42K .............................................................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, Dbl/Cab Pickup, Manual, Roll Bars, Roller Shutter, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, Black, NO VAT........£7,950
06 NISSAN NAVARA D40, King Cab Pickup, 6 Speed Manual, Epack, Ivor Williams Canopy, 80K ........................£6,450
54 NISSAN NAVARA D22, D/Cab Pickup, Manual,. Canopy, Alloys, Epack, Met Red ................................NO VAT £4,950
11 TOYOTA HILUX HL2, D/Cab P/Up, Manual, Epack, Air Con, Met Green, 38K...................................................£11,750
09 TOYOTA HILUX HL2, D/Cab, P/Up, Manual, Epack, Direct National Trust, 38K ................................................£10,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................£8,950
10 FORD RANGER XLT, D/Cab P/Up, Manual, Canopy, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver, 14K .........................................£10,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB, Jumbo van, 115Hp, 6 Speed, SLD, Ply Lined, White, 80k .......................................£8,450
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................£6,950
59 FORD TRANSIT 350 Dbl Cab, Alloy Dropside Tipper, Yellow, 45K, Choice of 3 .................................................£9,750
59 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Van, SLD, Epack, Ply Lined, White ...........................................................................£6,450
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Semi HiTop Panel Van, 6Speed, Epack, Roof Rack, White 60K .............................£8,250
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White .....................................................£6,850
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 Dbl/Cab, Alloys, Dropside Tipper, Towbar, White 50K .......................................................£8,950
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 Double Cab Pickup, Alloy Drop Side Body, White .............................................................£6,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Alloy Dropside P/up, 13ft Body, Tail Lift, White.......................................................£5,750
06 FORD TRANSIT 350, Crew Cab Pickup, 115HP, Alloy Body, Removable Cage Sides, White 45k, .....................  £5950
09 MERCEDES VITO 109 CDi, SWB, Fridge Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Rear Tail Gate, White .............................................£6,950
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White .........................£8,950
01 MERCEDES C200, Kompressor, 3 door Coupe, Auto, Full leather, Alloys, Met Silver,  ..........................NO VAT £2,950
09 VW CRAFTER CR35 MWB, Hightop Van, 6Speed, SLD, Ply Lined, White 35K, Choice ..........................................£9,450
56 VW CRAFTER, CR50, Crew Cab Dropside Tipper, 6speed, Manual, Epack, Alloy Tool Boxes, Blue, 50K, Choice .£8,950
06 VW LT35 LWB Crew Cab Dropside P/up, Alloy Tail Lift, Direct Council, Green, Only 15K ..................................£7,250
55 VW LT35 LWB Alloy Dropside Tipper, 13ft Body, Direct Council, White .............................................................£5,950
56 CITROEN BERLINGO, Multi Space, Wheel Chair Access, Manual, Epack, Met Silver............................NO VAT £4,750 
59 VAUXHALL ASTRA van, 1.7 CDTi Manual, E-pack, Ply Lined With Bulkhead, White .........................................£4,950
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice ........................£4,250
05 TOYOTA DYNA 350 P/up, Dropside Tipper Body, Twin Wheels, under 5 meter ..................................................£5,950
02 Landrover 110, high capacity P/Up, c/w Mounted Hardi Sprayer Plus Booms as New, Ex Council, Green, 12k .......... £8,750

‘In wet weather, stopping 
distances will be at least double 
those required for stopping on 
dry roads.’
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ARGYLL TYRES

Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8PY

Tel: 01546 602692 Fax: 01546 603279

Are you looking for a reliable 
and affordable car mechanic?

Look no further than Argyll Tyres, 
providing professional car 
repairs and servicing since 2001

We pride ourselves on our 
honest, straightforward 
advice. You can be sure 
that your vehicle is in 
safe hands!

C
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inter tyre tread

Anyone keen to check their tyre tread 
depths themselves simply needs to place 
a 20p coin into the main tread grooves of 
their tyre. If the outer band of the 20p coin 
is obscured when inserted, then your tyre 
tread depth is above the legal minimum 
limit. However, if the outer band is visible 
when inserted into the tread, your tyres 
may be unsafe or illegal and should be 
checked immediately by a tyre pro-
fessional. When checking your tread 
depth, ensure you check at least 
three locations around each tyre.

For more information about 
any aspect of tyre safety, 
visit www.tyresafe.org.

Adequate 
tread depth is 

important for safety in 
wet conditions as the tread 
grooves help to remove the 

water from the contact patch 
between the tyre and the road 

surface. As the tyre’s tread depth 
wears down, its ability to remove water 
from the road decreases meaning that 

grip levels are reduced and stopping 
distances are extended.

In extreme circumstances when the tyre has 

properly, increased water pressure causes 
the tyres to lift on top of the water surface 

and lose contact with the road surface. 
During this dangerous aquaplaning situation 

any input from the driver such as pressing 
the brake or turning the steering wheel has 

no effect on the vehicle, leaving it at an 
increased risk of being involved in 

an accident.

Current UK law requires car drivers to have 
at least 1.6mm of tread depth across 

the central three quarters of their tyres, 
around their entire circumference. 
Drivers failing to comply with these 

regulations are not only at a greater 
risk of being involved in an 

accident, but could also face a 

penalty points for each 
illegal tyre.

‘Remember, your car 
isn’t in physical contact 
with wet, snowy, icy 
or any other road 
surfaces, only its tyres 
are, so they must be in 
perfect condition and 
have exactly the right 
amount of air in them.
Check them weekly to 
ensure they are legal 
and at the correct 
pressure printed in the 
vehicle handbook.’
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REQUIRE

ELECTRICIANS
(17th EDITION QUALIFIED)

&

SEMI-SKILLED LABOUR
FOR OUR PLUMBING/ELECTRICAL DEPT

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO
Jonathan MacLeod

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + 
Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
offer you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising 
and features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from 
on-going training, first class support, job stability and the opportunity to 
work for a professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Experience 
Nurse looking 

for work
References supplied
Own car, will travel
Apply in writing to 

PO box 3, c/o 
Oban Times, Oban, 

PA34 4HB

ELECTRICIANS
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd currently has vacancies for multi 
skilled and self-motivated Maintenance Electricians within our 
Seawater Production areas covering Argyll, South Highland, 
Skye and the Western Isles.
Working in a seawater environment you will be in an autonomous 
role where you will carry out all planned preventative and 
reactive electrical work and ensure that all plant and equipment 
is maintained to the highest possible efficiencies.  In addition 
you will be required to install, test, and maintain underwater 
lighting, feed systems and other plant equipment required both 
on and off shore, investigate all possible areas for improved 
plant utilisation and output and be required to undertake specific 
industry training on feed systems and other key equipment.
Applicants must be effective communicators and be able to work 
productively as part of a small team in a challenging environment. 
While the role is predominately that of an electrician, multi skilled 
disciplines would be seen as advantageous. 
We are seeking applications from individuals who hold the 
following qualifications and skills profile:

It is also a requirement to have a high degree of computer literacy 
together with a strong understanding of breakdown cover, fault 
finding, repairs on motors, control systems and feeding systems. 
This is a very challenging role in a difficult environment and in 
return we will offer a salary package in the range of £26k - £30k 
dependent on experience, together with additional benefits.
If you feel you have the necessary skills 
for this challenging role, please submit an 
application in writing with details of relevant 
experience, by the closing date of Friday 

Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 

ALSOP TRANSPORT 
SERVICES

Wish to recruit a 

CLASS 1 
HGV DRIVER

Tel: 01852 300393
dave@alsoptransportservices.co.uk

West Highland Gas Ltd
Customer Service Agent/

Delivery Driver
Based at our Fort William Depot

Responsible for delivery of bottled Gas,
LGV or able to drive 7.5 ton vehicles.

ADR required although training can be provided. Excellent
customer care skills, basic computer literacy and a

conscientious, self motivated approach to work. There is a 
possibility that this role could be extended to include crane 

operation if applicants are interested and suitably skilled.

Download application form: www.argyllresources.co.uk
under people and vacancies section and either email 
graham.greenlees@argyllresources.co.uk or post to:

Argyll Resources Group, Torrangorm Industrial Estate,
Oban, Argyll. PA34 4PL. Tel 01631 566370

Midton Acrylics Ltd Lochgilphead

Customer Accounts Supervisor
Full time – 40 hours per week
We are looking for the right person to assist us 
with the account management of our expanding 
customer base.
More information is available on the vacancies 
section of our website:
midtonacrylics.co.uk/about/vacancies

Applications (covering letter and C.V.) should be 
submitted to; lauren@midtonacrylics.co.uk

Closing Date for applications is Friday 7th November.

Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary, Oban
requires an

Operations 
manager
As Operations Manager you will run all aspects of the businesses and lead 
the team on a day to day basis including recruitment, training and meeting 
financial targets.

Excellent communication and organisational skills.
You must possess high aesthetic standards.
You must be able to prioritise and have experience of working to budgets,
controlling costs and general administration.
To apply for this role 
please visit http://tinyurl.com/qfkhmnv

Tiotal Dreuchd: Tidsear Bun-sgoile (Meadhan na Gàidhlig)
Àite: Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis
Uairean: 35 san t-seachdain
Ùine: Maireannach
Tuarastal: £21,867 – £34,887
Iomradh Dreuchd: HGH007459

Neach Fiosrachaidh: Anna Nic a’ Phì, Fòn: 01463 725980

Cuiribh a-steach TAGRADH AIR-LOIDHNE aig www.myjobscotland.gov.uk

Mura h-urrainn dhuibh tagradh a chur a-steach air-loidhne agus sibh ag 

Mus tèid dreuchd a dhearbhadh, feumaidh tagraichean soirbheachail ball-

Tha pasgan ath-shuidheachaidh aig a’ Chomhairle agus dh’fhaodte gum 
bi seo ri fhaotainn dhan tagraiche shoirbheachail.

Enable Scotland 
are now recruiting 
in the Mid Argyll 
area for  2 x 20 

hour posts.
If interested please 

apply online
www.

enablescotlandjobs.
org.uk

Clerical Assistant 
required

Cairnbaan. Part-time, 
permanent post ca. 
20hrs per week, timing 
negotiable. Pay range 

pro-rata dependent on 
experience. 

01466 794938 for 
application details.

Loch Fyne Seafarms 
is looking to fill two processing positions in its factory in Tarbert.

Successful applicants will work as part of a small team processing 
King Scallops and must be happy working as party of a small team 
and working with fish products.

Full training will be given and all protective clothing provided. 
The training period will be 1-4 weeks depending on the ability of 
the applicant. National Minimum Wage will apply during training, 
moving onto piece rate.

Contact Loch Fyne Seafarms on 01880 820 100 or in writing to:

Loch Fyne Seafarms, Tarbert Trading Estate, Campbeltown 
Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6SX

Fyne Families
MANAGER
21.5 hours per week term time plus 2 weeks during summer holidays
£9.10 per hour
We are seeking a suitably qualified and experienced person to lead our 
services, overseeing our thriving After School Club and Early Years 
groups and developing our outreach at Duncholgan Traveller’s Site. 
The successful candidate will work in partnership with the Board of 
Directors to develop and shape Fyne Families services and ensure 
a sustainable future for the organisation. Applicants must have, or 
be willing to undertake study towards an appropriate degree level 
qualification.

PRACTITIONER, DUNCHOLGAN FAMILY CENTRE
9.5 hours per week term time plus occasional school holiday clubs
£7.73 per hour
We require an enthusiastic and suitably qualified (SVQ3 in Childcare) 
Childcare
Practitioner to help plan and deliver preschool and after school 
sessions for children aged 0-14 at Duncholgan Family Centre.
Both post are subject to PVG scheme membership and registration 
with SSSC.
For an application pack, contact Jenny at fynefamilies@yahoo.co.uk 
or phone 01546 606885.
Closing date for both posts FRIDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2014.

Beat Forest Craftsperson
Oban  
£18,990– £20,425 plus benefits
To apply, please visit our website 
www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

✉ resourcing@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Please quote ref 0452.  
Closing date: 9th November 2014 
No recruitment agencies please.
We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all 
sectors of our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies



FORESTRY COMMISSION SCOTLAND
WEST ARGYLL FOREST DISTRICT

INVITATION to timber haulage, harvesting and 
forestry civil engineering contractors to notify 
their interest in a lease of an area of land (0.2 
hectare approximately) at Dervaig, Isle of Mull 
for development and use as a contractor’s yard.
For Particulars of the lease and a Pre-
Qualification Questionnaire application form 
ET1 please email West Argyll Forest District 
email address waprocurement@forestry.gsi.
gov.uk)
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public notices

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Graham Crerar has reg-
istered his croft, 3 Sanna, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart, 
on the Crofting Register

held by Registers of Scot-
land.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
19th June 2015

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home The croft registra-
tion number is A1588

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Ronald Cameron has 
registered his croft, Croft 
47 Banavie, Kilmallie, 
on the Crofting Regis-
ter held by Registers of 
Scotland. 

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
14th July 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/regis-
ter/home The croft reg-
istration number is C658

PROPOSED DIVISION 
OF A CROFT BY 

OWNER-OCCUPIER 
CROFTER

David A MacKenzie is 
applying to divide the 
croft at No 2 Bunnavou-
lin Morvern to create two 
new crofts.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on 
the proposal in writing 
or some other perma-
nent form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open pro-
cess and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of in-
formation enquiry.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Rosie Burgess has 
registered her croft at 
13B Creich, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon on the Croft-
ing Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
28th February 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/regis-
ter/home. The croft reg-
istration number is C161

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Ross MacLennan and 
Caroline Rachel Ma-
cLennan have regis-
tered their croft at 3 
Kirkapol, Kirkapol, Isle 
Of Tiree on the Croft-
ing Register held by the 
Registers Of Scotland.

Any Person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
23 June 2015.

Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.c ro f t s . ros .gov.
uk/register/home. The 
croft registration num-
ber is C578

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft 

Ewan James Trotter is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy of 
the croft at No. 9 Muir-
shearlich, Banavie, Fort 
William, Parish of Kil-
mallie, to Lee Trotter, of 6 
Pine Grove, Fort William.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comment on the 
proposals in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date 
of the publication of the 
advert. 

Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open pro-
cess and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of In-
formation enquiry.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
OUTFALL PIPE, DUNBEG,ARGYLL

Notice is hereby given that Link Housing Association has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of an 
Outfall pipe, Dunbeg, Argyll:

 Cost £1500 

 Location Latitude Longitude
 Dunbeg, Argyll Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

  56° 26.9859 N 005° 27.1879 W
  56° 26.9943 N 005° 27.1974 W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Dunbeg Post Office.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental is-
sues in respect of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Labora-
tory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days 
of the date of this notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
TWO COMMERCIAL MOORINGS, 

ISLE OF MUCK
Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd has applied to the Scottish Minis-
ters of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of Two 
Commerical Moorings, Isle Of Muck:

 Location Latitude Longitude
 Isle of Muck Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Mooring 1 56° 50.578’N 006° 13.217’W
 Mooring 2 56° 50.566’N  006° 15.261’W

 (WGS84) 
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Port Mor on the Isle of Muck.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or en-
vironmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aber-
deen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of 
this notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference: 05374 
Marine Harvest

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02327/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land North East of Scallastle 
Farm Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute PA65 6BA 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

14/02328/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 Land North East of Scallastle 
Farm Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

14/02329/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 3 Land North East of Scallastle 
Farm Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

14/02330/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 4 Land North East of Scallastle 
Farm Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

14/02386/PPP Renewal of planning permission 
in principle 11/01899/PPP (Site for 
the erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank)

Land West of Mill Farm House 
Barcaldine Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA37 1SE 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/02481/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Land East of Keepers Cottage Aros 
Isle of Mull Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

14/02506/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access 

Land South of Kelowna North 
Connel Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/02515/PP Renewal of planning permission 
11/01740/PP - erection of dwellinghouse

Sorisdale Premises Isle of Coll Argyll 
and Bute PA78 6TE 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

14/02526/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/01646/PPP (Site 
for the erection of 5 dwellinghouses)

Land at Former Lorn Sawmills Site 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02373/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North of Grulin Mor Gruinart 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA44 7PS 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

14/02424/PP Alterations and subdivision to form 4 
holiday let dwellings with associated 
car parking

Newton Primary School Bridgend Isle 
of Islay Argyll and Bute PA44 7PD 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02134/PP Installation of replacement windows 
and door

21 Charlotte Street Port Ellen Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA42 7DF 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 7th November from 3.00pm - 5.00pm in the Municipal 
Buildings, Albany Street, Oban 
He can be contacted by by email – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (CRIANLARICH BYPASS) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF USE AND SPEED RESTRICTION) ORDER 2014
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 14(1)(a) and (4) of the Road 
Traffi c Regulation Act 1984 temporarily prohibiting the use of vehicles 
and temporarily restricting the speed of vehicles to 30 miles per hour 
and 10 miles per hour where there is convoy working on the following 
length of road:
That length of the A82 Dalnottar-Inverness Trunk Road, at Crianlarich, 
from the junction of the centreline of the southern A82 and the A84/A85 
Stirling-Crianlarich Trunk Road, to a point 1720 metres northwest of that 
point, a distance of 1720 metres or thereby.
This Order, which is required because works are being or are proposed 
to be executed on or near the said length of road to allow construction 
work to take place, will be in operation from 3rd November 2014 until 
1st April 2015 and will only have effect in relation to such length of the 
road as is indicated by the appropriate traffi c signs. The prohibitions in 
the Order do not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for fi re 
brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes, or to vehicles while 
being used in connection with the works.
Alternative routes for the traffi c during the prohibition will be signposted. 
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/
legal-requirements/road-and-traffi c-orders/TROs
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk roads visit 
www.traffi cscotland.org.uk
A MCLAUGHLIN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road,
Glasgow G4 0HF

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/03552/FUL Land 190m NW of  
22 Deeke, Acharacle 

Forestry road entrance

14/03715/FUL

 

Spean Bridge Hotel, Spean 
Bridge 

Proposed alterations & 
extension

14/03793/FUL

 

Ben Nevis Public Bar,
103-105 High Street,  
Fort William 

External Seating Area 
(continued use)

14/03945/MSC

 

Land 120m SW of  
2 Bohenie, Roy Bridge 

Conditions 3, 4 & 5 of 
Permission 13/01624/PIP

14/03949/MSC

 

Land 80m SW of 2 Bohenie, 
Roy Bridge 

Conditions 3, 4 & 5 of 
Permission 11/03407/PIP

14/03950/MSC

 

Land SW of 2 Bohenie, 
Roy Bridge 

Conditions 3, 4 & 5 of 
Permission 11/03409/PIP

14/03951/PIP

 

Bealach Ruadh, Kilchoan, 
Acharacle 

Demolition of fire damaged 
houses & erection of house 
(plot 1)

14/03952/PIP

 

Bealach Ruadh, Kilchoan, 
Acharacle 

Demolition of fire damaged 
houses & erection of house 
(plot 2)

14/03953/PIP

 

Bealach Ruadh, Kilchoan, 
Acharacle 

Demolition of fire damaged 
houses & erection of house 
(plot 3)

14/03965/FUL

 

Land 55m South East of 
Yallingup, Duror, Appin 

Erection of house & garage

14/03967/FUL

 

Land 650m North West of 
Poulary, Invergarry 

New dwelling and garage

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX 
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

CUILCHEANNA 

COMMON GRAZINGS

A meeting will be held 
on Monday, November 
17 at 7pm in Caolas 
Onich, to appoint a new 
committee and grazings 
committee.

Colin Campbell

Grazings Clerk

RENOWNED Inveraray piper 
Stuart Liddell has been crowned 
‘the best of the best’ as he won 
the Glenfiddich Piping Champi-
on for a second time.

It tops a year to remember for 
the pipe major of Inveraray and 
District Pipe Band, who also won 

the Springbank Invitational in 
Campbeltown last month and led 
his band to the title of European 
champions in the summer.

A previous winner of the Glen-
fiddich title in 2009, Stuart said: 
‘Competing at the Glenfiddich 
Championship, you know that 

THE BEST: Stuart Liddell, centre, has won the Glenfi ddich Piping Championship for a second time. Bruce Gandy, left, and Roddy McLeod, right, came second and third 

you are up against the best of 
the best, and there is no knowing 
what way it is going to go on the 
day. It is always going to be the 
smallest fraction that separates 
the winner from the others. 

‘It’s an absolute honour and 
privilege to be here competing 

with such talent.’ A descendant 
of piping royalty, Stuart is the 
son of accomplished musicians 
Billy and Agnes; his grandfather 
was the late pipe major Ronnie 
McCallum, MBE, piper to the 
Duke of Argyll.

Stuart competed against 

the 10 most highly acclaimed 
international pipers to claim the 
Glenfiddich Trophy, including 
Benderloch’s Angus MacColl, 
Campbeltown native William 
MacCallum and Canadian Bruce 
Gandy and Roddy McLeod of 
Glasgow.

Stuart’s now the crowned head of piping royalty

A GAELIC expert from 
Lochaber is to give this year’s 
memorial lecture for Sir Iain 
Noble, who helped establish 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

Dr Hugh Dan MacLennan 
(pictured below) will hold 
the talk at Talla Dhonaidh 
Chaimbeil in the university 
tomorrow night (Friday). 

The lecture, is titled ‘Inter-
esting’, a word often used by 
Sir Noble and Dr MacLennan, 
who has established a career in 
Gaelic media, called it a ‘great 
honour’ to deliver this year’s 
speech.

He said: ‘There are very few 
people who wouldn’t have heard 
the word interesting while in 
the company of Sir Iain Noble 
at one time or another. 

‘I regard it as a great honour 
to be invited to deliver this 
year’s lecture in memory of our 
good friend, Iain Noble. 

‘During the lecture I will 
reflect on events that have had 
an impact on my life – who am 
I and why? – people I have met 
through Sabhal Mòr Ostaig and 
hopefully raising a few ques-
tions that I hope will be, well, 
interesting.’

John N. MacLeod, vice princi-
pal at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig said: 
‘This annual event is very im-
portant in commemorating and Dr Hugh Dan MacLennan

marking Sir Iain Noble’s legacy, 
the successful developments he 
established and the numerous 
important initiatives in which 
he was engaged, particularly 
those connected with the pro-
motion of Gaelic. 

‘We are delighted that Dr 
Hugh Dan MacLennan, broad-
caster, author and academic, 
who is actively involved in de-
velopments related to language, 
culture and sport at various 
levels, is to deliver this year’s 
lecture. 

‘We look forward to an erudite 
and scholarly lecture, personal 
recollections and an evening 
with fine music and merriment 
also.’ 

The lecture will begin at 
7.30pm, all are welcome and 
entry is free. A simultaneous 
translation will be provided for 
non-Gaelic speakers. 

‘Interesting’ talk 
for Gaelic lecture



MAHOGANY COFFEE 
TABLE 120cmx60cm 
bought from ikea. has 
a shelf underneath. few 
scratches. but the table 
is solid. (Oban)  £10 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.
RECLINING CHAIR 
Mathesons, rose coloured 
fabric, immaculate condi-
tion, cost £480, Oban, will 
accept   £200 Telephone 
07833 604038.
SINGLE MATTRESS 
pocket sprung, very good 
condition, only used on 
guest bed.  John Lewis 
cost £200, buyer collects, 
sell for   £50 Telephone 
07816 320710 ².

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
CARMEN FACIAL SAUNA 
unused   £9.50 Telephone 
01631 570408.
GRAVITY STRIDER V Fit 
GS2 Professional Gravity 
Strider. Excellent con-
dition. Argos price £169   
£40 Telephone 01546 
605374.

TREADMILL Carl Lewis 
folding treadmill, hardly 
used, cost £330 new, 
offers around   £150 Tele-
phone 01586 552706.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX WALL MOUNT-
ED HEATER  white, in 
immaculate condition. 
2kw slim line complete 
with plug (Oban),  £30 
Telephone 07951 025003.
IDEAL MEXICO SUPER 
2 LPG Gas Boiler with 

water and radiators.  
Regularly serviced   £150 
Telephone 01880 770219.

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

LO
CAL

  
EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES MOBILITY

GROUNDWORKSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

ADVERTISINGPRINTING

OBAN BLINDS

DRAINAGE

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

WHISKY TRADING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

£60
TEL 01852 300302

Perfect condition. 
Detachable chest bolster. 

Adjustable headrest.
3 position seat and arm rest. 

Includes Trolley case. 

PORTABLE 
MASSAGE 

CHAIR

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

2 ANTIQUE GLASGOW 
PRINTS 2 Framed An-
tique Glasgow Prints by 
Preston Cribb-Tolbooth 
and The Tron.Framed 
size-12.5 in x 17 in  £50 
Telephone 01631 564326.
ANTIQUE OBAN PRINT 
Framed Antique Print of 
Beallach-an-Righ,Oban 
by Elmer Keane. Framed 
size-29in x 17in.Good 
condition  £50 Telephone 
01631 564326

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
P A AMPLIFIER AND 
SPEAKERS Pro-sound 

Low and high Z inputs.
Comes with 2 Torque TS 

nets.  Ideal for Band  £99 
Telephone 01499 500216.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHICCO POLLY 2IN1 
HIGH CHAIR  Height 
adjustable, removable 
tray, adjustable foot rest, 
quick easy fold.  Lime 
green unisex colour with 
pink and blue spots   £40 
Telephone 01631 570930.
IKEA "ON COT" CHANG-
ING UNIT Ikea "on cot" 
changing unit for sale. 
The unit sits on top of the 
baby's cot. Cost £30 new  
£10 Telephone 07717 
497183.
LINDAM EASY FIT PLUS 
SAFETY GA New in box.  

screws. Ready for use. 

from 75cm to 137cm  £10 
Telephone 01631 570930.
MAMAS & PAPAS 3 in 1 
pram, suitable for boy/
girl, very good condition, 
complete with cosy toes 
etc. Viewing highly recom-
mended   £35  Telephone 
01546 606389.
MAMAS AND PAPAS 
BABY SNUG SEAT White 
seat with green insert and 
removable tray. Light-
weight, easy to clean. 
As new condition  £25 
Telephone 01631 570930.
PUSH CHAIR Baby Start 
4 wheel, new condition   
£9 Telephone 01631 
710727.
ROCKING CATERPIL-
LAR  Mamas and Papas 
Rocking Charlie cater-
pillar, supersoft colourful 
fabric. Squeaking, rattling, 
crinkly antennae. Suitable 
12m+. As new  £20 Tele-
phone 01631 570930.
TRAVEL COT Mother-
care Urban Detour, good 
condition  £20 Telephone 
01631 710727.

 BOOKS
DAVID WALLIAMS 
CHILDRENS BOOKS 
Billionaire boy, Gansta 
granny, Ratburger (hard 
back)Mr stink & The boy in 
the dress(paper back)age 
9+ perfect condition   £10 
Telephone 07868 481242.

 BRIC-A-BRAC
DINNER SET by Apilco of 
France, 14 pieces, black 
and gold in ex-unused 
condition (Greenock)  £25 
plus postage  Telephone 
01475 726360 ².
VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
Piggy Bank (Greenock)  
£10 inc delivery. Tele-
phone 01475 726360 ².

 BUILDING / DIY
110V TRANSFORMER 
4 outlet g.w.o.  £40 Tele-
phone 01583 431122.
7 X 3 TIMBERS 7 x 3 
timbers 10'4" long quantity 
15 collection Fort William  
£75 Telephone 01397 
772268.
GALVANISED SCAF-
FOLDING TOWER Gal-
vanised scaffolding tower, 
6 sections 2 per lift  £80 
Telephone 01546 605374.
GARDEN GATE Brand 
New Gate Jeldwen Ht1041 
m m W 1 0 6 7 D 4 0 m m , 
Ready for painting Bar-
gain can email picture  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.
SELF LEVEL COM-
POUND  Everbuild 708 
Self Level Compound 
20Kg - SEL20.Unopened 
surplus,  £20  Telephone 
01852 200722.
SPACE HEATER Clarke 
Devil 650 space heater 
with bottle   £50 Telephone 
01583 431122.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
LANDROVER 90 CHEQ-
UER PLATE KIT Defender 
90, chequer plate kit in 
good condition, sills, wing 
tops and rear tub liner   
£99 Telephone 01586 
830145.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

G-WAGEN locking fuel 
cap cover and two keys. 
Brand new.  Made in Ger-
many. (Greenock)   £25 
inc delivery Telephone 
01475 726360 ².
STEERING WHEEL  to 

or 463 G-wagen and two 
gear knobs with gaiters in 
VGC. (Greenock)   £40 inc 
delivery Telephone 01475 
726360 ².

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

60+ITEMS OF BOYS 
CLOTHES FOR 4 all 
in excellent condition, 
everything from jackets, 
tracksuits, tshirts, jeans, 
etc (Oban)  £25 Telephone 
07951 025003.
ADIDAS HONEY HI 
TRAINERS size 7. brand 
new never worn. comes 
in original box. white with 

sports (Oban)  £40 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.
BOYS 4-5YRS CARBRINI 
BUNDLE  excellent con-
dition, 2x tshirts, 2x shirts 
with a pair of matching 
trousers and matching 
shorts. cost £50 in JD 
sports (Oban)  £10 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.
BOYS LACOSTE JEANS 
4-5YRS immaculate con-
dition, blue with lacoste 
written across the bum. 
(Oban),  £10 Telephone 
07951 025003.
GENTS ITALIAN WOOL 
SUIT totally unmarked. 
Navy with pin stripes. Jack-
et 36" Trousers 30" with 
leather belt.  (Greenock)  
£60 inc delivery Telephone 
01475 726360 ².
HARRIS WOOL SOCKS 
hand-knitted.  £5 per pair, 
post extra, most colours.  
Mrs MacKay 17 Achmore, 
Isle of Lewis  

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

SONY PSP  psp console,-
soft sock case,hard case 
+ 18 games,charger and 
umd replacement cartridge   
£60 Telephone 07868 
481242.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

COOKER Range Master 
free standing cooker, 

gas hob and double oven, 
pics available, good condi-
tion   £49 Telephone 07795 
841941.
INDESIT DISHWASHER 
as new only used for two 
months, white in colour   
£125 Telephone 01631 
710756².
INDESIT FRIDGE  Indesit 
undercounter fridge, width 
55cm, capacity 126 ltrs, 
auto defrost, energy rated 
A+, less than 2 yrs old   £40 
Telephone 01631 571106.
LARDER FRIDGE LEC  
Larder fridge (Under work-
top), free to home, mob 
07770 224447   Telephone 
01866 822334.
SLOW COOKPOT unused 
with two free recipe books   
£9.50 Telephone 01631 
570408.

STEAM CLEANER Vax 
Grime Master hand-held 
steam cleaner, in box, 
never used (Campbeltown)  
£35 Telephone 07776 
377882.
STEAM IRON  unused   
£9.50 Telephone 01631 
570408.
STEAM IRON  Brand new 
steam iron. unused and still 
in box  £5 Telephone 01546 
605374.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BORDER COLLIE PUPS 
black and white border col-
lie pups, farm reared, two 
bitches remaining, ready 
now   Telephone 01586 
820285.
COLLIE PUPS off working 
parents, used to children, 
black, white and tan   Tele-
phone 01631 760213 or 
01631 760027².
WEST HIGHLAND TERRI-
ER wheaten colour, 5 and 
half yrs old, excellent na-
ture, great with people, kids 
and dogs, KC registered.  
Free to (suitable) country 
home.   Telephone 01369 
703131.

 EQUESTRIAN
BODY PROTECTOR Har-
ry Hall, equestrian, Beta 
209 grey and pink, suitable 
for child aged 10-11, brand 
new   £20 Telephone 01838 
400302.

 FIREARMS
REMINGTON 243 SPS 
box mag, vgc, 14 x 1 
thread.  FACH only   £600 
Telephone 07990 886646 ².

 FURNITURE
'AIRSPRUNG' DOUBLE 
MATTRESS excellent, 
nearly new condition. (Ar-
drishaig)  £85 Telephone 
01546 603281.
ARMCHAIR  modern de-
sign, sable fabric with dark 

cushions. Minimal use so 
very clean. Can email pho-
to   £50 Telephone 01631 
720674 ².
BROWN LEATHER SUITE  
regular sofa and matching 
armchair, 2 years old and 
in great condition. All brown 
leather   £250 Telephone 
01631 710756².
COFFEE TABLE solid 
wood coffee table, Indo-
nesian hardwood   £20 
Telephone 01546 605374.
DOUBLE BED Base, 
mattress and head board, 
good condition, buyer 
uplifts (Lochgilphead). Free   
Telephone 01546 602253.
GLASS TOP occasional 
table   £5 Telephone 01631 
570408.

PORTABLE GAS HEAT-
ER Virtually bran new, 
3-heat settings + 2 15kg 
gas cylinders, one full, the 
other partially. Buyer col-
lects (from Sat pm)   £40 
Telephone 01586 551604.
SMALL FAN HEATER free 
to good home, also room 
fan   Telephone 01586 
551604.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PYROGRAPH Janik 
Pyrograph model H1. Hot 
wire machine with variable 
heat output from 1.4 - 2.2 
volts with transformer from 
240 volts   £60 Telephone 
01631 565707.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

ALDA DVD PLAYER/
SURROUND SOUND 
black dvd player with one 
large speaker and 2small 
speakers (Oban)   £10 
Telephone 07951 025003.
GAMING CHAIR black 
fauz leather with build in 
speaker, excellent con-
dition, rarely used    £49 
Telephone 07795 841941.
XFACTOR KARAOKE 

microphones (Oban)   £15 
Telephone 07951 025003.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CIRCULAR LARGE 
MIRROR Large wooden 
framed circular mirror   
£20 Telephone 01546 
605374.
DINING TABLE AND 
4 CHAIRS Teak table  
1200MM X 750MM and 
4 x dining chairs. Good 
condition    £50 Telephone 
01631 566111.
IKEA EKTORP ARM-
CHAIR little used Includ-
ing two sets of covers, 
£360 new
£150 Telephone 01631 
720425².
LARGE ALUMINIUM MIR-
ROR 78x196 cm from ikea 
HOVET is the name of it. 
costs £85 new (Oban)  
£35 Telephone 07951 
025003.
MAHOGANY DESK TIDY  
Solid mahogany desk 
tidy with drawer to front. 
As new  £20  Telephone 
01546 605374.
MIRROR large modern 
wrought iron framed mirror 
in excellent condition   £20 
Telephone 01546 605374.
OAK BOOKCASE Small 3 
shelf oak bookcase 1920s 
style   £15 Telephone 
01546 605374.
WICKER CHAIR single 
wicker chair on modern 
frame   £10 Telephone 
01546 605374.

 HOME OFFICE
ROOM SAFES Four 
electronic room 
safes length:300mm 
depth:200mm , 
height:200mm, £15 per. 
safe. includes instruction 

phone 01631 566111.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BATH Bath 67" x 27" 
with mixer taps and white 
panels (slight damage to 
side panel) Bath in good 
condition   £60 Telephone 
01583 431492.
NEW BATH PANELS 
New and unopened solid 
beech side and end bath 
panels.   Carradale    £75 
Telephone 01583 431492.
NUTRITIONAL SCALES 
Nutritional electronic 
scales. Unused, still in 
box. Calculates calories, 
carbohydrate, fat, protein 
etc   £15 Telephone 01546 
605374.
PASTA MAKER Brand 
new, still in box pasta roll-
er   £15 Telephone 01546 
605374.
TOILET/SINK UNIT Con-
temporary white bathroom 
vanity unit with toilet, sink 
, cupboard.  Mixer Tap 
included  Carradale   £80 
Telephone 01583 431492.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

TELESCOPE AND 
TRIPOD Helios 20x Tel-
escope in box + Miranda 
300 Tripod in box-ad-
aptable and light weight. 
As new  £25  Telephone 
01631 564326.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk, 

 MARINE
HAND-HELD VHF RADIO 
Cobra Marine HH125, 
mint condition with charg-
er, manual and wrist strap 
(Campbeltown)   £40 
Telephone 07776 377882.

 MISCELLANEOUS
DIGITAL PHOTO FRAME 
Displays J-Peg, still in 
box.  (Greenock)   £15 inc. 
delivery  Telephone 01475 
726360 ².
METAL POST BOX Black 
metal "Sterling" outdoor/
indoor post box. Brand 
new. Still in box. Lockable   
£20 Telephone 01546 
605374.
WALK IN CHILL 8m x8m, 
good condition, available 
for uplift, collection only, 
Oban   £500 Telephone 
01631 563711.

MOBILITY

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

NEW GOLF BAG Cleve-
land multi compartment 
takes 14 clubs including 
a seperate putter & brolly 
section with cool drinks & 
valuables pockets   £60 
Telephone 01563 850793.
ROE SACK brand new, 
£40 including P&P   Tele-
phone 01583 431122.

 PET ACCESSORIES
CAT CARRIER used 
once, lime and grey colour   
£15 Telephone 07919 
995609.
FISH TANK  Marina 35 
litre tank, suitable for 

phone 01546 602326.
GUINEA PIG HUTCH/
DEN 5'x1.6'x1'3", good 
condition   £20 Telephone 
01838 400302.
LARGE BIRD CAGE FOR 
SALE  Large quality cage 
suitable for Cockateil 
budgie or small parrot. 
Used but good condition. 
Ardrishaig but can bring 
to Oban   £10 Telephone 
01546 603299.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
CAMCORDER Panasonic 
camcorder, SDR-H40, 
40GBHD, spare Battery, 
excellent condition   £50 
Telephone 01880 770267.
CAMCORDER  Sony 
Handycam in case, as 
new,  £49.50 Telephone 
01631 562726.
DARKROOM EQUIP-
MENT 2 Meopta enlargers 
with colour heads; LPL 
b/w enlarger; trays, tanks, 
thermometers, measuring 
cylinders, etc.  Carradale   
£85 Telephone 01583 
431492.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities 
considered   Telephone 
07435 589701 .
CAR WANTED looking 
for a pre war sports car 
for restoration.  If you 

one that might be for sale 
lying in a dry shed or barn, 
preferably complete, not 
necessarily running, will 
pay reward £150 for info 
leading to purchase email 
ranald.su@btinternet.com   
Telephone 01687 450367.
GREENHOUSE wanted 
6 x 8 or 8 x 10 buyer can 
collect and dismantle   
Telephone 01631 770613 
evenings or 07748 
700087 day².
TUTOR WANTED for 
National 5 Maths, 2 hrs 
per week, Oban area   
Telephone 07747 157838.

PRIDE COLT 
TWIN MOBILITY 

SCOOTER

£500 ono
CALL 01586 552080

This high performance scooter, 
featuring unique dual front 

wheels for maximum stability, 
is in “as new” condition. A 

rare opportunity to acquire an 
excellent vehicle at a favourable 
price. Will deliver free anywhere 

in mainland Argyll.

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

ENGAGEMENTS
McCULLOCH - 
MUTANDWA  - Both 
families have pleasure in 
announcing the engagement 
of Fiona, only daughter 
of John and Caroline 
McCulloch, Oban and 
Andrew, oldest son of 
Andrew and Ledwina 
Mutandwa, Aylesbury, 
Bucks.

MARRIAGES
MACCORMICK - 
JOHNSTON - At the 
Hilton House, Dunkeld, 
on October 5, 2014, Euan, 
son of Dugie and Dorothy, 
Carradale, to Margo, 
daughter of Martin and Jess, 
Alyth.  A very happy day.

GOLDEN WEDDING
CARGILL - SMITH - John 
and Jean celebrate their 
golden wedding anniversary, 
married on October 30, 1964 
by Rev. William MacDonald 
at Old Oban Parish Church. 

DIAMOND WEDDING
MACLEAN - PATE - On  
October 20, 1954 at St. 
Columba’s Church, St. 
Vincent Street, Glasgow, by 
the Rev. Doctor Alexander 
MacDonald,
Niall Iain to Inez. Present 
address - 7 Chalmers Court, 
Inveraray.

DEATHS
COULTER - After a long 
illness, courageously borne, 
at home as he wished, with 
his family at his side on 
October 26, 2014, Robert 
Coulter (Bob the Butcher), 
in his 92nd year.  Dearly 
loved husband of Rita, 
brother of Mattie, father 
of Iain and the late Iona, 
grandfather of Kieran, 
Emma, Christopher and 
Ailsa and great grandfather 
of Patrick.  He will be sadly 
missed by his family and 
many friends.  Funeral 
service will take place at 
Muckairn Parish Church, 
Taynuilt on Friday,  October 
31, 2014 at 1.00 p.m. 
thereafter to Muckairn 
Cemetery.  Family flowers 
only please.  A retiral 
collection, if desired, will 
be taken for Vale of Leven 
Renal Unit.
GIBSON - Peacefully, on 
October 23, 2014, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, aged 77 years, Jimmy 
Gibson, 10 Glenview, 
Dalmally, dearly loved dad 
of Margaret, James, Iain 
and Gordon, a loving and 
much loved grampa, great-
grampa and father-in-law.  
Beloved husband of the late 
Marybell.  Funeral service 
will take place at Glenorchy 
Parish Church, on Thursday 
(today), October 30 at 1.pm.  
Family flowers only please.  
A retiral collection will be 
held for Diabetes UK.
ROSS - Suddenly but 
peacefully on October 15, 
2014 at Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow, Donald 
beloved husband of Helen, 
much loved father of Donald 
and Kenneth and much 
respected father-in-law of 
Aileen. Dear grandfather 
of Callum, Alexander and 
Katie, younger son of the 
late Harry and Mary Ross, 
Bonawe and dear brother of 
Jean and the late Richard.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BOYD - Anne, Donald and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their support 
and kindness following the 
loss of their dad Alasdair. 
Sincere thanks to Dr E 
Glenn, the community and 
Marie Curie nurses and 
Careplus for their dedicated 
care to dad. Special thanks 
to Rev. J Beaton for his visits 
and comforting service. 
Thanks to Ian MacInnes 
of D A Munn for his 
professional and efficient 
services and the Royal 
Hotel for the refreshments. 
Thanks to all who attended 
the funeral at the church 
and graveside and gave 
so generously the sum of 
£828.20 for Marie Curie 
and Macmillan Cancer Care 
Trusts. 
BRIMELOW - Mrs 
Brimelow and family thank 
all who sent messages and 
cards of condolence and 
for donations to Prostate 
Cancer UK.
MACKAY - Donald and 
Gordon would like to thank 
all family and friends for 
their support following the 
death of Marjory. We would 
also like to thank the staff 
at Mosspark Care Home 
and the Belford Hospital 
for the excellent care 
Marjory received during 
her illness. Thanks also to 
the Rev. Corbett, Kilmallie 
for the lovely service and 
Mike McFall Funeral 
Directors for the funeral 
arrangements and the staff 
at Caol Community Centre.

MACKENZIE - The 
family of the late Margaret 
MacKenzie would like 
to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
support, especially Mrs 
Jean Wylie, following the 
sudden loss of our dear 
mum. Thanks to staff at 
Oban Hospital for their 
care, The Flower Basket 
for their lovely arrangement 
and to Catriona at Hamish 
Hoey Funeral Directors 
for her kindness and 
professionalism. Also 
many thanks to the Rev. 
John Sheddon for his 
support and beautiful 
funeral service. Retiring 
collection for Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer and Cancer 
Research totalled £300.

MEMORIAMS
BLACK - Treasured 
memories of Ivan who 
passed away November 8, 
2012. Beloved husband, 
father and granda.
No farewell words were 
spoken, no time to say 
goodbye
You were gone before we 
knew it and only God can 
tell us why.
- Your loving wife Liz and 
family.
BROWN - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
husband, father, father-
in-law and grandfather, 
James, who passed away on 
November 1, 2006. 
Sadly missed.
- Mary and family, Invercoe.
CAMERON – Precious 
memories of our dad Ewen, 
died November 3, 2000.
Always in our thoughts.
- Emma and Eilidh, 
Druimarbin.
CRAIK – Treasured 
memories of our dearest 
parents, brothers Robert 
and Sandy and sister Nancy.
Always remembered.
- Chrissie and Charlotte. 
HARLEY - In loving memory 
of Jennifer Ann Harley, who 
died October 31, 2008, aged 
38 years. Loved and missed 
by her parents Joyce and 
Jim, daughter Nicola and 
grandson Ryan and all the 
family.
Gone but not forgotten.
HARLEY - In memory 
of our sister Jennifer who 
passed away on October 31, 
2008.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Susan and Diane, also 
loving aunt to Justine, Kyle, 
Robyn and Lauren xx
HENDRY - In loving 
memory of Malcolm from 
Mum, Marie and Liz, 
Alistair and Marie.
I thought of you with love 
today
But that is nothing new
I thought about you 
yesterday
And the days before that too
I think of you in silence
And often speak your name
All I have are memories
And your picture in a frame
Your memory is my 
keepsake 
With which I will never part 
God has you in his keeping 
I have you in my heart.
MACDONALD - On his 
first anniversary, in loving 
memory of my brother, 
uncle and great-uncle, 
Arthur, who passed away on 
October 26, 2013.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Mary and family xxx
McCOLL - Special 
memories of my sister 
Madeline (Mairi) also my 
mum Merak and cousin 
Puggy.
MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker), 
who died October 29 2009. 
A dearly loved husband, dad 
and granpa. 
Sadly missed.
Love always.
- Petra, Duncan and family 
xxx
SIMPSON - In loving 
memory of Cathie 
(MacTavish), beloved wife 
of Joey and devoted mother 
of William. Much loved 
sister-in-law and aunt. 
Sorely missed.
SMITH - Remembering 
with love my husband David, 
died November 1, 2005.
Years may pass and fade 
away but silent thoughts and 
memories stay.
- Floey
WILL - Precious memories 
of Jason, died November 7, 
1998. 
Sadly missed.
- Love from all the family.
WILSON - In loving memory 
of our mum Margaret, who 
died on October 28, 2013.
Forever in our hearts.
- Donald, Joe, Eileen and 
families.

DID you ever go out guis-
ing? Old customs associated 
with Halloween are overlaid 
today with more commercial 
‘trick or treat’. Creative 
home-made disguises have 
given way to witch and skel-
eton costumes in child-sizes. 
Some see this as harmless 
fun – others are not so sure.

In our village tomorrow, 
parents will accompany 
small children, all dressed 
up, going door to door after 
dark, to greet neighbours 
who pretend surprise and 
offer small treats. Another 
generation: the ‘Remem-
bering the Ross’ group, will 
have gathered to share sto-
ries over tea. I enjoy being 
part of these gentle activities 
which build community, on 
Scotland’s Tell-a-Story Day. 

This year stories from the 
wider world are also on my 
mind. From West Africa, 
we’ve heard harrowing 
accounts of people suffering 

from Ebola but also tales of 
dedicated health workers 
– local people and some 
who’ve crossed continents 
to help – whose neighbourly 
actions echo the story of 
the Good Samaritan. Also, 
shocked by the execution of 
hostages in Iraq.

I was moved by words 
from the families of David 
Haines and Alan Henning: 
‘Their desire to help was 
not driven by their religion, 
race or politics, but by their 
humanity. David and Alan 
were never more alive than 
when helping to alleviate the 
suffering of others.’

I think of the story of Jesus: 
a life of caring and creating 
community, courage to the 
point of death, then resur-
rection, sign of that love in 
which we are ‘never more 
alive’.

Jan Sutch Pickard is a Meth-
odist Lay Preacher in Mull.

Thought for the Week
Never more alive

Lochaber Pipe 
Band ceilidh

Bach Choir Remembrance concert

THE FUNDRAISING group Connel Friends of Mary’s 
Meals held a soup lunch on Saturday to help children in 
west Africa affected by the Ebola virus.

Schools in Malawi are closed due to the outbreak, mean-
ing children who are normally fed at school are missing 
meals.

Mary’s Meals is delivering food to children in their own 
homes to make sure they are not going hungry while the 

outbreak continues. Maureen Nicol of Connel Friends of 
Mary’s Meals said: ‘The schools are closed so Mary’s Meals 
are providing this lifeline for children who would otherwise 
go hungry by delivering the food directly to them. It’s such 
a good cause.’

The soup lunch, held in Connel Church hall, raised £422, 
with the group already planning their next fundraiser - a 
Christmas fayre at the start of December.

FUNDRAISER: The soup lunch held at Connel church hall on Saturday.  16_t44meals01

A FORMER Oban man has donated almost £5,000 to 
charity after setting a record time for climbing a Munro, at 
the age of 70.

Iain Gill climbed Beinn Sgulaird in one hour 58 minutes, 
getting back to his car in a total time of three hours 26 
minutes, in aid of charity ME Research UK.

Iain, who celebrated his 70th birthday on July 2, chose the 
charity as his wife Isobel has suffered from ME for 17 years. 

He said: ‘My target time was four and a half hours so the 
time achieved was better than I had dared to hope.

‘I hope some others who are 70-plus will take up the chal-
lenge to beat my time, it’s all good, healthy fun.’

Both Iain and Isobel were born in Oban and left in 1963, 
but are regularly back to visit family in the area from their 
home in Edinburgh.

Iain was accompanied part of the way up and all of the 
way down the walk on August 14 by Gerry McPartlin of 
the Torridon Mountain Rescue team, his son Norman and 
daughter-in-law Beverley.

The group walked to the top together, then Gerry accom-
panied Iain down at an aggressive pace to near the foot of 
the hill.

Training for the challenge included Iain climbing the 
seven Lawers Munros in one day and several trips up Beinn 
Sgulaird, exploring different routes up its rocky north face.

He has drafted a paper setting out in detail the route taken 
and other routes up the hill, and will email the paper out for 
any small donation made on his JustGiving page, for others 
who want to attempt the tricky climb.

In total Iain, who attended Oban High school, has raised 

£4,600 for research into ME, donating it to Dr Neil Abbot 
of ME Research UK on October 23.

He added: ‘A big thank you to all who helped me and the 
many who have contributed, making the pain and effort 
worthwhile.’

ME Research UK is based in Perth, and funds biomedical 
research as part of an international drive to find a cure for 
the disease.

For information how to donate to Iain's cause, visit: www.
justgiving.com/IGill

Connel soup lunch raises 
money for Mary’s Meals

RECORD TIME: Dr Neil Abbot (left) of ME Research UK 
receives the cheque for £4,600 from Iain Gill, who climbed 

a Munro in record time, shortly after his 70th birthday.

70-year-old man sets new 
record for Munro climb

THE OBAN Bach Choir 
and Orchestra is holding a 
concert to commemorate 
the centenary of the start 
of the First World War on 
the eve of Remembrance 
Sunday.

It will be held to remember 
The Fallen in the town’s 
St John’s Cathedral on 
Saturday November 8 at 
7.30pm, with a performance 
of the moving Cherubini’s 
Requiem; a composition 
first performed 200 years 

ago and well suited to the 
occasion. 

Schubert’s Unfinished 
Symphony will also be per-
formed.

The Oban Bach Choir and 
Orchestra were founded 
in 1974 and they perform 
music mainly from the 18th 
century. 

The members come 
from Oban and a wide 
surrounding area, and are 
often joined in concert by 
professional soloists.

AN OBAN student is 
behind an innovative art 
exhibition which launches 
in Glasgow next Monday, 
showcasing work from 
emerging artists in Scot-
land.

Tamara Richardson - who 
studies level 3 fine art at 
Duncan of Jordanstone 
College of Art and Design 
(DJCAD) in Dundee - is 
curating the ‘Aurora’ 
exhibition jointly with Re-
becca Danks from Glasgow 

School of Art (GSA), which 
is a unique venture as it sees 
the two competing schools 
join forces.

The event will run for 
one week only in GSA’s 
Bourdon Building from No-
vember 1-8, open 9am-6pm 
Monday-Friday and 9am-
5pm Saturday and Sunday, 
showcasing a wide range 
of media from porcelain to 
film. 

It is also expected to open 
at Dundee at a later date.

Oban student jointly 
curates new art exhibition

LOCHABER Pipe Band’s 
annual ceilidh will be held 
on this Saturday.

The dance in the Alexan-
dra Hotel, Fort William,  
will feature music from the 
band itself as well as various 
local artists and visiting duo 
Eriskay Lilt. 

Pipe major, Moira Robert-
son, said: ‘We are especially 
pleased to have the band’s 
junior drummers perform-
ing both with the band and 
in a solo fanfare as only a 
year ago we had a shortage 
of drummers.  It is credit to 
our drumming tutor, John 
Moneagle, that we are now 
able to put out a full drum 
corp consisting entirely of 
junior members.’

Doors open at 7pm for a 
7.30pm start. Tickets are 
available from all band 
members of by calling Iain 
Robertson on 01397 704846 
or 07584228587.
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ON HER BIKE: Jenny, who didn’t own a bike until 2012,  came fourth 
in her age category at the ETU Middle Distance Triathlon

Championships in Mallorca.

A FORMER Oban woman has 
completed an international tri-
athlon for Team GB, overcoming 
soaring Mediterranean heat to 
earn a top-10 place.

Ex Oban High school pupil 
Jenny Bosman, 37, who now 
lives in Nottinghamshire, came 
fourth in her age category and 
was the 10th female overall in the 
ETU Middle Distance Triathlon 
Championships on Saturday, 
October 18 in Mallorca.

Mum-of-two Jenny, who com-
peted for Oban Otters as a child, 
said: ‘The race was incredibly 
tough, definitely my toughest to 
date and we raced in soaring tem-
peratures, reportedly reaching 36 
degrees.

‘I was pleased to be placed 
fourth in my age category and 
10th female overall.’

The triathlon involved a 1.9km 
swim, followed by a 90 km cycle 
and finally a 21 km run.

Jenny was one of 18 competitors 
in the female, 35-to-39-year-old 
category and was up against 
athletes from all over Europe.

She now hopes to qualify for the 
Iron Man World Championships 
in 2016.

Triathlon

Top 10

REMOTE: Judy Murray has set her sights on bringing tennis to 
remote and rural areas                              Picture courtesy Stornoway Gazette 

Anyone for tennis?

WORLD FAMOUS tennis coach Judy 
Murray is on the search for the world’s most 
remote tennis court.

So far a contender at Bunabhainneadar 
on the Isle of Harris is in the lead, but does 
the west coast have any remote courts?

Judy was on the road as part of a tennis 
campaign to encourage youngsters to take 
part in the game that has so influenced the 
lives of her sons, Jamie and Andy.

Judy said: ‘I started off as a volunteer 
coach at our local club when our kids were 
tiny and sort of developed from there as a 
coach and I’ve never lost my appetite for 

spreading the world of tennis and saying 
what a great sport it is.

‘We just have this massive opportunity 
right now - we’ve got a role model, we’ve 
got a big buzz about it - we absolutely have 
to take advantage of that.’

Judy says that having a tennis court is 
a bonus - as the game can be played any-
where.

She said: ‘The most important thing is 
to make sure you have fun and make sure 
people enjoy what they are doing.’

Tennis

BT West Division 2
Cumbernauld 18
Oban Lorne 12

OBAN Lorne recorded succes-
sive defeats for the first time in 
three years after indiscipline 
again proved their undoing.

The men in green were boost-
ed by news that centre Craig 
Wright’s red card - one of three 
in the last two games - had been 
overturned and he took his place 
in the starting line-up alongside 
the returning Corrie Louw, Don-
ald Budge and Robin MacQueen.

But two yellow cards during the 
80 minutes gave their opponents 
the advantage to edge the tie.

As league leaders, Oban would 
have been confident of retaining 
top spot but the defeat saw them 
drop to second place in the 
league.

Now the Oban side must get 
back to winning ways this Sat-
urday as they entertain Paisley 
RFC at Glencruitten. 

With a driving wind blowing 
across the pitch last Saturday, 

it was never going to be a pretty 
game for those in attendance at 
Cumbernauld. 

Handling errors and silly pen-
alties set the tone for a scrappy 
start but Oban did record the 
first score of the day after 10 
minutes when prop Carl Lay 
touched down in the middle of a 
driving maul to give Oban a 5-0 
advantage. 

The men in green had most of 
the possession in the opening 20 
minutes but struggled to get out 
of their own half, mainly because 
of the strong wind but also down 
to some poor decision making 
within the team.

Then the familiar sight of a yel-
low card being issued to a green 
jersey; this time scrum half Vasco 
Borisov was sin-binned, along 
with a Cumbernauld player.

The hosts were playing the 
conditions well and were kicking 
themselves into better areas of 
the field, while Oban were failing 
to get their dangerous runners 
onto the ball.

Cumbernauld went 6-5 up 
with another well taken penalty 
attempt and just as Oban had 
their 15 men reinstated, poor 
discipline was again the team’s 
downfall when prop Donald 
Budge was sin-binned for hand-
ing in the ruck. Oban would play 
the rest of the half with 14 men, 
during which time the hosts 
extended their lead to 9-5.

Cumbernauld made the better 
start to the second half with a pe-
riod of pressure within the Oban 
22. The hosts, however, never 
looked close to crossing the try 
line and Oban eventually cleared 
their lines after being awarded a 
crucial penalty.

But Cumbernauld kept coming 
and extended their lead to 12-5 
shortly after with another shot at 
goal.

Oban Lorne improved midway 
through the second half and 
were gaining more territory with 
a good scrum and some clever 
kicking. This led to the second 
try of the day, scored when Oban 

won the ball against the head at 
a Cumbernauld lineout. Corrie 
Louw gathered the ball in space 
after a couple of rucks close to 
the line and offloaded to Struan 
Smith who finished off under the 
posts. Andrew Abraham kicked 
the resulting conversion to tie the 
scores at 12-12.

Oban failed to build on this 
and were again undone by some 
poor decisions, lack of adapting 
the game plan and ultimately 
giving away too many penalties as 
Cumbernauld scored two further 
kicks to record a deserved 18-12 
win. 

This Saturday’s match against 
Paisley kicks off at 2pm.
 Mini rugby at Oban Lorne RFC 
has restarted on Wednesdays 
from 6-7pm at the clubhouse. 
Any youngster from primary one 
to primary seven is welcome to 
attend.

Rugby

5

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree 
to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on 
this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please 

tape your 

£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1050

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

D MacDonald, Mossgiel, Mallaig

R Gillies, Nursery Cottages, Ford
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The Orion Group Premiership
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts
Newtonmore 14    10        2        2      37      17       22
Lovat  14      7        5        2      32      20       19
Glenurquhart 14      7        4        3      25      16       18
Kingussie 14      7        2        5      31      29       16
Kyles Athletic 14      6        4        4      25      20       14
Inveraray  14      3        4        7      18      29       10
Kinlochshiel 14      2        3        9      21      34        7  
Lochaber  14      1        2      11      18      42        4

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                 P     W       D       L        F        A       Pts 
Fort William 13    11       2        0       70      10       24
Oban Camanachd 13    11       1        1       46      12       23     
Kilmallie  14    10       1        3       54      22       21
Beauly  14      7       1        6       37      29       15
Caberfeidh 14      5       1        8       31      39       11
Glasgow MA 14      4       0      10       25      47        8 
Glenorchy 14      2       1      11       12      57        5 
Bute  14      1       1      12         8      67        1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts      
Skye  14     13       1        0      53       7        27
Newtonmore 14      9        1        4      42      16       19
Strathglass 14      7        1        6      38      32       15
Beauly  14      6        2        6      31      36       14
Glenurquhart 14      5        3        6      28      33       13  
Kingussie 14      5        1        8      35      48        9 
Lovat  14      4        0      10      30      48        8 
Inverness  14      1        3      10      21      58        5

Marine Harvest South Division 1
   P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Ballachulish 14      9        5        0       39     15       23 
Kyles Athletic 14      8        4        2       47     19       20 
Oban Celtic 14      6        4        4       20     27       16
Aberdour  14      6        3        5       32     31       15
Lochside Rovers 14      6        3        5       32     34       15
Strachur  14      3        3        8       18     33        9
Taynuilt  14      2        4        8       32     46        8 
Kilmory  14      2        2      10       16     31        6

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Fort William 14    11        1        2       55      20      23
Lochcarron 14      8        2        4       38      46      18 
Glengarry 14      8        1        5       25      31      17 
Lochaber  14      6        1        7       50      39      13 
Kinlochshiel 14      5        3        6       27      33      11 
Boleskine 14      5        0        9       29      48      10 
Skye  14      4        1        9       38      35       9 
Aberdeen Uni 14      3        3        8       29      39       9

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                 P      W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Inveraray  14      12      2        0      66       7       26
Tayforth  14      12      1        1      51      10      25
Glasgow MA 14       7       1        6      46      29      15
Bute  14       5       2        7      25      37      11
Col Glen   14       5       2        7      36      36      10 
Ballachulish 14       6       0        8      28      43      10
Glenorchy 14       3       1      10      20      40       6 
Aberdour  14       1       1      12      14      84       3

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                 P      W       D       L        F      A        Pts
Caberfeidh 14    10        2        2       52     17       22
Kilmallie  14      6        3        5       51     28       14
Lewis  14      6        2        6       29     30       14
Strathspey 14      6        1        7       28     44       12
Lochbroom 14      4        4        6       19     36        9
Inverness  14      3        2        9       24     48        8 

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty 
news, views

and photographs

Marine Harvest Shinty’Hurling
2nd Test Match

Ireland 24
Scotland 8

SCOTLAND manager Ronald 
Ross could find no fault with his 
players as the Irish overturned a 
first leg defeat to secure the 2014 
Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurling 
International Series trophy on 
Saturday.

Michael Walshe’s hurlers had it 
all to do after losing in Inverness 
and the Scots were hopeful of 
finishing the job at Pairc an Esler 
in Newry.

That didn’t happen, as a resur-
gent Ireland side ran out 24-8 
victors and secured the series 
quaich 4-3 after scoring two goals 
in County Down and earning a 
vital bonus point.

Despite the disappointment, 
new national boss Ross MBE 
praised his players’ effort and 
determination and set his sights 
on further progress in 2015.

‘There is no doubt we have 
come on leaps and bounds this 
year. In the end, we were beaten 
by a better side who deserved to 
win.

‘They were 10 levels up from the 
way they played in Inverness and 
they did not let us play our game 
at all.

‘In saying that, the players could 
not have given any more. I feel we ON THE BALL: Scotland’s Finlay Macrae moves in for a tackle on his Irish opponent     Photos: Kim Ferguson

have  a good nucleus of a squad. 
We took our biggest victory to 
Ireland in many years but there is 
no doubt that, while we can win 
the one-off games, we struggle to 
win over two legs.’

It is possible the Scots will seek 
a discussion with Irish counter-
parts on whether the series should 
remain a two-match contest.

Certainly, Ireland were a differ-
ent proposition from test one and 
appear to be able to call on extra 
reserves over a two-leg challenge.

In Eoin Price of Westmeath 
they had a formidable performer 
and it was ultimately his two 
three-point goals that secured 
the victory.

Kevin Bartlett, the Scottish 
stand-out from leg one, was again 
dominant with all of the visitors’ 
eight points through strikes over 
the bar.

However, the action under the 
floodlights concentrated mostly 
around Stuart MacDonald’s goal.

Interestingly, although Ireland 
were 9-4 up at the interval, at 
that point, the Scots would still 
have won the series thanks to 
aggregate scoring.

David McInerney opened 
Ireland’s account with a double 
point strike and they were served 
by further first half points by 
Price (5), Paul Divilly and Patrick 
Maher.

The second half was a lesson in 
Irish power.

Barring four points from Bart-
lett, it was a green and white tour 
de force.

Price grabbed the crucial three 
point goal, which secured the 
series by a bonus point, and a 
further two points.

The Irish were also abetted by 
counters from Conor McCann 
(1), Connor Lehane (5) Larkin 
McLaughlin (1) and Jonny Mc-
Cusker (3).

For the Scots, it was not to be 
and they will now endeavour to 
build on the positives.

So near, so far, yet plenty of 
scope for optimism.

Shinty / Hurling

They were 10 
levels up on 
the way they 
played in 
Inverness”

RONALD ROSS
Scotland Manager

MARKED MAN: Kevin Bartlet gets away from his Irish markers
ATTACK: Scotland’s John Barr tries in vain to stop the Irish

mounting another attack ON THE CHARGE: John MacDonald outpaces his irish markers

Irish eyes are smiling as they teach 
Scotland second half scoring lesson

WHILE it was heartbreak for the Scottish 
senior team, the under-21s tasted success on 
Irish soil for the first time with a 21 - 7 win.

Greg Matheson’s two goals helped the 
youngsters restore national pride, with Lewis 
Tawse and Fort William’s Arran MacPhee 
also hitting the net.

Matheson added eight points over the bar, 
with MacPhee also gaining one extra point.

The Scottish women also recorded a win 
over a County Down Select in the shinty/
camogie contest in Ireland.

Katie Drain (2), Lisa Norman MacColl and 
Kirsty MacDonald got the goals with Lorna 
MacRae and Katy Smith adding the extras.

Results
U-21s - Ireland 0-7 [7 Points] (Seanda 

Morey 0 – 1, Aidan Morrissey 0 – 2, Gerry 

Keegan 0 – 3, Thomas Casey 0 - 1); Scotland 
4 – 9 [21 points] (Greg Matheson 2 – 8, Lewis 
Tawse 1 – 0, Arran MacPhee 1 – 1 ).

Women - County Down 1 – 6 (9 points) 
[Catherine McGourty 0 – 5, Colleen Clarke 
1 – 0, Niamh Mallon 0 – 1]; Scotland 4 – 2 
(14 points) [Katie Drain 2 – 0, Lisa Norman 
MacColl 1 – 0, Lorna MacRae 0 – 1, Kirsty 
MacDonald 1 – 0, Katy Smith 0 – 1].

Success for Under 21 and Camogie teams 

CELEBRATION: Scotland Under 21s celebrate  after their fi rst win on Irish soil

FLYING THE FLAG: Scotland Ladies fl y the fl ag after their 6-1 defeat of County Down

OBAN Camanachd have wel-
comed a decision by shinty’s 
governing body that allows 
defender James MacMillan to 
play in their crucial rescheduled 
National Division decider against 
Fort William.

MacMillan picked up a booking 
in the abandoned game between 
the two sides at Mossfield on 
September 27.

Although this took him over 
the disciplinary threshold, the 
resulting two-match ban would 
not have come into effect until 14 
days after that date.

However, attempts to play the 
rematch within this time were not 
possible because of international 
fixtures and as a result Mac-
Millan would have missed the 
rescheduled match.

Last Thursday an Oban 

Camanachd appeal against his 
suspension was upheld by shinty’s 
Behaviour in Sport Committee, 
meaning MacMillan’s ban will 
now come into effect at the start 
of next season. It was also decided 
that the rescheduled match would 
take place on November 8.

Oban Camanachd president 
Allan Dunnings and manager 
Gussie Campbell represented the 
club at the appeal in Fort William 
and both agreed the decision had 
restored their faith in the Cama-
nachd Association.

Mr Dunnings said: ‘We are very 
pleased with the decision, which 
was taken unanimously and very 
quickly.

‘It is a big boost for the club 
because James’ suspension was 
such a disappointment. 

‘But we felt we had a strong case, 

which has proved to be correct.’
Mr Campbell added: ‘The Ca-

manachd Association has acted 
appropriately and I think we have 
found a solution that everyone is 
happy with.

‘James is an important player 
for us but it didn’t matter who it 
was, I would have fought that case 
for any of my players because it 
was unfair in my eyes.’

The Camanachd Association 
overturned MacMillan’s suspen-
sion because of ‘extraordinary 
circumstances’ that the following 
four Saturdays after September 
27 were allocated for interna-
tional commitments. 

The rescheduled game on 
November 8 at Mossfield Park 
will have free admission, with 
donations to a recognised local 
charity.

Boost for Oban side as appeal is upheld
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Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.36 1.4 09.38 3.4 16.21 1.6 21.57 3.1
Fri 04.48 1.5 10.57 3.2 17.40 1.6 23.28 2.9
Sat 06.11 1.6 13.11 3.3 19.01 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.49 3.0 07.31 1.5 14.21 3.5 20.16     1.4
Mon 02.54 3.2 08.42 1.3 15.13 3.8 21.16 1.2
Tues 03.39 3.5 09.40 1.0 15.57 4.0 22.05 1.0
Wed 04.15 3.7 10.29 0.8 16.36 4.1 22.48 0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 13ºC.

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong southerly 
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 12ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, October 30, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

19
15

14

Saints on 
Scottish
Cup duty
Football

OBAN Saints will be hoping to 
return to action this Saturday 
after last weekend’s home league 
game against Alba Thistle was 
called off when a pitch inspec-
tion found Glencruitten to be 
unplayable after the heavy rain.
 The Scottish Amateur League 
premier division champions face 
a tough test on Saturday when 
they take on Caledonian League 
side Giffnock North in the third 
round of the Fosters Scottish 
Amateur Cup.
 The Glasgow side are presently 
lying in second place in the 
Caledonian League premier 
division behind Bearsden but 
have played three games less.
 Saints will be out for revenge 
as Giffnock knocked them out 
of the West of Scotland Cup last 
season on penalties after the 
game had finished 2-2.
 North went on to the reach the 
final of the competition but lost 
out to Hurlford in the final.
 Manager Iain Jackson is 
looking forward to the game. He 
said: ‘Giffnock are a top class 
side, and it will be a difficult 
game for us but I hope home 
advantage will give us the edge 
this time. 
 ‘I thought we were unlucky to 
lose to them in the West last 
season so a good game is in 
prospect on Saturday between 
two teams who like to get the 
ball down and pass it about.
 ‘We are starting to get a few of 
our players back from injury - 
Craig MacEwan, Scott Maitland 
and Dougal Graham returned in 
the 7-1 win over Glenburn and 
hopefully Marc MacCallum and 
Donnie Campbell will also be 
back soon.’    
 The game will take place at 
Glencruittten with a 2pm kick-
off. Referee in charge is Peter 
Laing from Lochgilphead.
 Saints have been drawn away 
to Rosehill Star in the West of 
Scotland Cup third round. 

Oban Saints youth 
results and fi xtures

LAST weekend’s results - 
Kilpatrick v Under 13s post-
poned; Under 14s v Ardencaple 
postponed; Under 15s no game; 
Under 16s no game. Under 19s 3, 
Westerton 1. Saints goalscorers 
were Josh Coates (2) and Duggie 
Tyrrell Bunge.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s v Milngavie BC; Blair 
Thistle v Under 14s; Under 15s 
v Stenhousemuir; Blairdardie v 
Under 16s; Under 19s no game.

Youth Football

Let’s get ready to rumble - the 

Motorcycling

CRASHED OUT: A disappointed John McPhee being interviewed after crashing out of the Malaysian Grand Prix in Sepang while 
chasing a podium place  Photo: Bonnie Lane/CanBeImages

TWO up and coming rugby star 
brothers from Oban hope to play 
professionally for their country 
one day after competing at un-
der-18 and under-20 level.

Fergus Bradbury, 17, plays as 
a tighthead prop for his school 
team Merchiston Castle and 
recently joined the Scotland 
under-18 squad in the run-up to 
the Rugby Europe tournament in 
France.

Back row
He is a former pupil of Oban 

high school, along with his 
19 year-old sibling Magnus, 
who plays at back row for Bor-
oughmuir RFC and has trained 
with the Scotland under-20s, 
competing for a place in the Six 
Nations early next year.

Magnus has been involved with 
the under-20s for more than a 
year and was at the first training 
camp of the 2014/15 season in 
October, though could not take 
part due to a dead leg.

OBAN Lorne ladies exited the 
Scottish Cup at the first round 
after losing a difficult tie against 
Broughton Rugby in Edinburgh. 

A well-fought match in wild con-
ditions on Sunday saw the Oban 

GETTING TO GRIPS: Lorne’s Emma Roxburgh gets to grip with her 
Broughton opponent

side put in a tireless effort but 
they were eventually outclassed 
by the home side from Fortress 
Wardie who took the win 56 - 22.

Women’s Rugby

He said: ‘I’ve been playing for 
Scotland for four years, first in 
the under-17s, then the under-18s 
and 20s.  

‘It’s very competitive and most 
view it as a step-up to profession-
al rugby.’

Magnus regularly offers advice 
to his brother, who, like him, 
resides in Edinburgh and was his 
former team-mate in the Oban 
high school side.

Fergus said: ‘I need to wait until 
Christmas time for the final cut 
of 26 players for Rugby Europe 
in France.

‘The Scotland [under-18] camps 
are tough but I’m enjoying them.

‘I enjoy playing at a high level; 
I like to be able to push myself.’

Rugby

Oban brothers train 
with Scotland squads

HIGH LEVEL: Magnus, left and 
Fergus Bradbury are Scotland 

representatives

Scottish Cup exit for ladies

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division -  Oban Saints 
v Alba Thistle postponed, 
Eaglesham 1, Campbeltown 
Pupils 0. Premier Division Two 
- Drumchapel Amateur Colts 
6, Lochgilphead Red Star 2. 
Division 1B - Tarbert v Carlton 
YM postponed.
 This Saturday’s fixtures 
- Scottish Amateur Cup 
Third Round - Oban Saints v 
Giffnock North; Luncarty v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Dysart 
v Tarbert. Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Port Glasgow Amateurs.

Football

Amateur football 
results and fi xtures

Wullie Rodger

THE DATE is set, the venue 
confirmed and tickets went on 
sale this week - the big fight is on.

Two of Oban’s most successful 
martial artists, Robert Neil of 
the Shotokan-style Oban Kar@e 
Club and Wullie Rodger of Sen-
shi Do Kickboxing Oban, will go 
head-to-head in a grudge match 
in the town’s Corran Halls on 
December 13 at 1pm.

The scheduled fight is a culmi-
nation of a war of words between 
the two, who have agreed a set 
of rules that combines apsects of 
their respective styles of karate.

The match-up will give the 
winner the bragging rights but 
both fighters are keen to raise 
as much money as they can from 
the bout for Glasgow’s Yorkhill 
Sick Children’s Hospital, where 
Robert’s son, Seoras, underwent 
major heart surgery.

Robert said: ‘My partner Claire 
and I went through a horrendous 
ordeal when in November 2011 
our youngest son, who was only 
one week old, was airlifted from 
Oban hospital to Yorkhill for 
major heart surgery which saved 
his life. 

‘Proceeds from this fight is one 
way we can thank the hospital 
and staff for saving our son.

‘I am looking forward to the 
event and hope many people can 
come along and give each of us 

Robert Neil. 

Martial Arts

support.  It will be an exciting 
and challenging bout for two 
competitive fighting athletes.

‘Both Wullie and I have been in 
training to see who will be local 
champion on the day.

‘Wullie, who has previously 
stated on the record of having 
“been there and done it”, should 
be more than a formidable oppo-
nent for me on the day.

‘I have been continuing with my 
competitive karate tournaments 
on a regular basis but as for 
“been there and done it” in mar-
tial arts, I think I may have a way 
to go before I could make such a 
statement. 

‘However, I feel pretty confident 
at winning on the day and I am 
sure Wullie has a similar mind 
set of the outcome - game on!’

Wullie is a former World 
United Martial Arts (WUMA) 
super heavyweight champion 
of Britain but Robert has been 
competing regularly over the past 
year, unlike his opponent, and at 
the beginning of this year Robert 
won gold in the over-35 Masters 
Kumite (sparring) at the Scottish 
Karate Grand Prix.

Tickets for the fight are avail-
able from the Juicy Roast Café, 
Argyll Street, Oban.

JOHN McPhee’s hopes of landing a maiden 
podium finish are on hold for a further two 
weeks after he crashed on the final lap of 
the Malaysian Grand Prix at Sepang while 
scrapping for third place.

The SaxoPrint-RTG Honda rider was 
within three-tenths of a second of the lead 
at the end of the penultimate lap while in 
fifth with just 0.542s covering the top six 
riders.

The Connel man, who had briefly held 
second place in the constant to-ing and 
fro-ing of the lead group of six riders, had 

dropped to fifth behind team-mate Efren 
Vazquez, chief title rivals Jack Miller and 
Alex Marquez, and Alex Rins when he slid 
out of contention and into the gravel.

‘I am really disappointed with the finish 
in the race,’ said the 20-year-old. ‘We had a 
strong weekend. But it was my own mistake. 
I came into the last lap on first position. 
Then some rider went wide and pushed me 
to the outside. I wanted to fight back and go 
to the front again but that was when I made 
a mistake and crashed. 

‘It is part of the learning. I will take all 

these experiences to Valencia and hope to 
finish the season with a good race.’

His frustration was compounded by the 
fact that he had missed out on a top three 
finish in each of the two previous grand 
prix by a mere two-tenths of a second.

McPhee, who remains 13th in the cham-
pionship, now carries his long-held goal 
over to the season finale at Valencia in a 
fortnight.

So near and yet so far for McPhee

OT
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
Saturday 1st Nov.11am - 3pm 
Fort William  01397 874246
Find out more about our new, exciting  
degree, higher & further education options   
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

LOCHABER’S trunk road 
has returned to normal after 
it descended into chaos at the 
weekend. 

The A82 was closed for more 
than 24 hours when torrential 
rain caused two landslips  at Cor-
rychurachan, five miles south of 
Fort William, on Sunday leaving 
almost 60 people trapped for five 
hours.

Nobody was injured but a 
number of vehicles were blocked 
between the slips which were 
half a mile apart and those who 
weren’t stuck faced a diversion of 
161 miles to get in and out of Fort 
William until the road reopened 
at 3.30pm on Monday. 

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan area inspector Donald 
Campbell said the people 
trapped had ‘good spirit and 
patience’ while engineers from 
BEAR Scotland and the Forestry 

Commission cleared the blockage 
but even after the road reopened  
it was to single file traffic due to 
concerns about damage on the 
Corrychurachan Bridge. 

This has sparked fresh calls for 
improvements to the Inverness 
to Glasgow trunk road and 
campaign group the A82 Part-
nership says the problems must 
be addressed. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
group, Stewart MacLean said: 
‘This once again shows the vul-
nerability of the road. It should 
be another clue to Transport 
Scotland that something needs to 
be done.’ 

A Transport Scotland spokes-
woman said: ‘We understand 
the importance of the A82 to 
communities in the area and we 
are in regular discussion with 
them about our plans for the 
maintenance of the route with 
£57 million invested since 2007.

‘The recent closure of the road 
south of Fort William has further 

highlighted that the resilience 
of this section of the road needs 
further enhancement.  We intend 
to urgently discuss this with the 
Forestry Commission to ensure 
that the problems encountered 
this week do not reoccur.’ 

Following a meeting of the 
Scottish government’s ‘resilience 
team’ to address the weather 
problems, transport minister 
Keith Brown said public safety 
was a ‘top priority’. 

David Stewart, Highlands and 
Islands MSP, raised concerns that 
the landslides may have been as a 
result of tree felling on the hills 
above the A82 at Glenrigh, one 
mile north of Corran. 

He said: ‘I am concerned that 
it appears as if some landslips, 
such as on the A82, were not 
only caused by heavy rain and 
wind but potentially also due to 
poor planning by the Forestry 
Commission which has been 
carrying out extensive tree 
felling along the A82 over the 

A KIND-HEARTED Loch-
aber girl had her waist-length 
hair cut off to donate to 
children with cancer. 

Erin MacCallum-Millar, 
six, was just four years old 
when she told her parents 
she wanted to do ‘something 
special’ for sick little girls so, 
after two years of growing 
her brunette locks, the Duror 
primary school pupil had her 
very first haircut, chopping 
off seven inches and raising 
almost £500 in the process.

Erin’s chopped plaits have 
now been donated to the Little 
Princess Trust where they will 

be made into a wig for a child 
who has lost their hair through 
cancer treatment and other 
illnesses. 

Erin’s mum, Natasha Mac-
Callum-Millar, said: ‘I’m so 
proud of her, the whole family 
is. Erin was only four when 
she saw something on TV and 
said she wanted to cut off her 
hair so we never thought she 
would actually go through 
with it. To be so thoughtful 
at just six years old really is 
amazing.’ 

Erin’s donations page is via 
/www.justgiving.com/Nata-
sha-Maccallum-Millar. 

A BRIDE almost missed her 
wedding when the A82 landslips 
left her stranded in Fort William. 

Nikki Jasiczak was due to 
marry her fiancé Daniel Cole 
in the Ballachulish Hotel on 
Sunday but feared she wouldn’t 
make it there when the torrential 
rain caused two landslides on 
the road between her home in 
Achnabobane, Spean Bridge, 
and her wedding venue. 

But the mother of two was 
rescued by Lochaber skipper 
Ryan Tozer of iPowerboat, who 
picked up the nine-strong bridal 
party from Ardgour and took 
them to meet the groom by 
motorboat. 

The new Mrs Jasiczak-Cole 
said: ‘It was unbelievable, you 
couldn’t have dreamt what 
happened. 

‘We got as far as Fort William 
and the traffic was queued 
right back. A police officer said 
no traffic was getting through, 
I asked if we could walk over 
instead but they said it wasn’t 
safe. When I heard the hotel 
staff had arranged us a boat I 
thought it would be a bit like 
a fairytale but the conditions 
were rocky to say the very least.

‘We all made it one piece 
only a couple of hours late... 
drenched, but we made it at 
least. If it wasn’t for the skipper 
and the hotel the wedding never 
would have gone ahead and 
the day was just superb. The 
atmosphere was just electric 
because of everything that had 
happened beforehand.’ 

Daniel and Nikki Jasiczak-Cole 
were reunited in time for their 

wedding

Bride hitches 
boat ride to 
her wedding

Costa coffee  
moves in on 
high street

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

A NEW Costa coffee shop to 
open on Fort William High 
Street has split opinion in the 
town. 

The cafe, expected to open in 
early December, will be at the 
west end of the street, alongside 
JD Wetherspoon, Superdrug 
and Cotswold Outdoor but local 
business owners say they are 
worried that the multi-national 
chain company could impact 
their trade.

Sue Tsang, who owns Aroma 
cafe in the town, said: ‘It will 
probably be quite damaging to 
us. I know it will definitely affect 
us but we won’t know how much 
until it’s actually open and prob-
ably not until the busy summer 
season.

‘I think big chain cafes like that 
are better suited to cities instead 
of towns like this where so many 
local people rely on the trade to 
make a living. I’m disappointed 
that the council didn’t think 
more about how local people will 
be damaged by this.’ 

Susan Mackin, doesn’t think 
Ecosse, where she is assistant 
manager, will lose out too much 
but says there are already enough 
coffee shops in the town.

She said: ‘We might lose a 
bit of custom but we’re not too 
worried because by the sound of 
it Costa is going to be quite small 
and we’re popular with people 
coming in with prams and wheel-
chairs because we have so much 
space so I think we will appeal to 
different markets. I don’t really 
think we need another cafe on 
the street though.’

But student Callum Duncan 
said he would prefer to eat and 
drink in a chain cafe than a local 
business.

He added: ‘It’s hard to be a stu-
dent in a place like Fort William 
because most big companies give 
student discounts or other offers 
but independent places don’t 
so because we don’t have many 
chain stores students here miss 
out on those deals and spend 
more money.’ 

past number of weeks, which 
may increase the likelihood of 
landslips occurring.

‘It is right that the Scottish 
Government looks into this issue 
to ensure that rural communi-
ties in the Highlands which have 
little or no alternative transport 
or road links are not cut off.’

A Forestry Commission 

spokesperson was unavailable 
for comment. 

Elsewhere, fire service staff 
from Kinlochleven were de-
ployed to pump water out of 
Ballachulis. The main road into 
Inverlochy village Fort William, 
was seriously flooded and ditch 
clearing work was carried out to 
prevent flooding at Glen Nevis. 

Erin’s hair will be made into a wig 
for a young cancer patient

Erin MacCallum-Millar, six, spent 
two years growing her hair 

Erin, 6, donates her hair to do ‘something special’ to 
help children who have lost theirs through illness

CHAOS: Tree trunks blocked the A82 as water poured down the hillside at Glenrigh

PUDDLES: Flooding on the main road to Inverlochy, Fort William

Down came the trees

A82 blocked as Fort travellers faced 160-mile detour
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A HIGHLAND councillor 
has defended ‘anti-Islamic’ 
photos he shared online after 
they were called ‘wholly unac-
ceptable’ by his former Liberal 
Democrat colleagues. 

Councillor Drew Millar, who 
represents the Isle of Skye, 
resigned from the party last 
week when members of the 
Highland branch said images 
he shared via extreme right-
wing organisation Britain First 
were not in keeping with the 
party’s values.

But councillor Millar, who 
was chairman of the council’s 
community safety, public 
engagement and equalities 
committee, said he stands by 
the social media posts, which 
show demonstrators with signs 
threatening a ‘Europe 9/11’, 
which he called ‘completely 
wrong’. 

A statement from the High-
land Lib Dem council group 
said councillor Millar was giv-
en an opportunity to voluntari-
ly stand aside from his position 
during an investigation, which 
he refused.  

A spokesman said: ‘The 
group was made aware that 
councillor Drew Millar had 
shared with friends on his 
Facebook page images and 
comments which came from 
Britain First, an extreme right 
wing organisation. This was 
anti-Islamic material used by 
Britain First to stir up religious 
hatred.

‘In the strongest possible 
terms, the Liberal Democrat 
group condemns the dissemi-
nation of such material as ut-
terly reprehensible and wholly 
unacceptable. It has no place 
in our free and tolerant society 
and any councillor, from any 
political party, should face 
swift and appropriate action 
when found to be in breach of 
stringent regulations govern-
ing the conduct of members.’ 

But the long-standing Skye 

councillor said he believes he 
has done nothing wrong, and 
was forced to resign when his 
position became ‘untenable’.

He said he planned to contin-
ue his work as a non-aligned 
council member until the next 
election when he will retire. 

He added: ‘I’ve been accused 
of being anti-Muslim and I’m 
not at all but I am anti-terrorist. 
I don’t believe people should be 
allowed to go round the streets 
threatening terrorism no mat-
ter what their race or religion, 
it’s completely wrong. 

‘I refused to stand aside be-
cause I believe in the principle 
of innocent until proven guilty. 
It was arranged that I would 
explain my actions at a meet-
ing the following week but my 
position was made untenable 
so I felt I had no choice but to 
leave and I may as well resign 
from the party. 

‘I’m very disappointed as I 
really enjoyed chairing the 
committee and I like to think 
I did a good job.’ 

A photo was also shared call-
ing Liberal Democrat leader 
Nick Clegg a ‘cretin’.

He said: ‘Maybe it wasn’t 
the best idea to share a photo 
calling the party leader that, 
but I think it’s true.’ 

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Clipex 
Metal Post 
fencing 
Demonstrations
CONTRACTOR 
TRAINING DAY 
12TH NOVEMBER

DROP-IN 
DEMONSTRATIONS 
13TH NOVEMBER

At C. Hodge Fencing, 
Lerags, Oban
Phone 01631 563271 
to book places for training day

Clippex metal fencing

   and rock posts

Councillor defends social media 
photos as party condemns him

Skye councillor Drew Millar 

SHARED: The photos which Highland Liberal Democrats said councillor Drew Millar shared on social media

Career fair to set 
out opportunities 
for employment 
MORE then 50 businesses from 
across the Highlands will be 
represented at a career fair in 
Fort William. 

The Energise West event in 
West Highland College will 
showcase employment opportu-
nities in Lochaber and beyond, 
with college staff on hand to 
explain training opportunities. 

School pupils from across 
the region will be attending on 
November 12 and 13 but this is 
not just for young people, anyone 
considering a career change is 
welcome to attend. 

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce chairman, Bruno Berar-
delli, said: ‘With more than 50 
companies already signed up for  
this event and training opportu-
nities being highlighted by West 
Highland College, it  certainly  
presents  a unique overview 
of just what Lochaber and the 
Highlands  has to offer through 
the huge diversity of business 
sectors existing in the area.

FUNDRAISING group Lo-
chaber Together has thanked 
volunteers for their help in 
raising a impressive £1,500 for 
Cancer Research UK, during a 
spectacular street party in Fort 
William.

The town’s high street was 
transformed into a sea of colour 
and bright lights - complete with 
fire dancers and a massive cèi-
lidh - as part of the nationwide 
‘Stand up to Cancer’ event on 
the evening of Saturday, Octo-
ber 18.

A total of £1,114 was raised 
through collection boxes, 
wristband and glowstick sales 
alone, with £500 raised from the 
Cancer Research UK shop, while 
across the whole UK £14 million 
was raised the previous night 
from the ‘Stand up to Cancer’ 
live television fundraiser.

Adam Ramsey, chairman of 
Cancer Research Fort William, 
said: ‘This is quite a big jump in 
the fight against cancer.

‘We want to thank our vol-
unteers and Highland council, 
which closed the road for us.

‘We also want to thank the local 
door staff who helped police the 
street and MW Sound which 

Duncansburgh 
church roof raised 
by male voice choir 

THE ROOF of the Duncans-
burgh MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William, may have been threat-
ened by the stormy weather last 
Saturday but it was almost lifted 
for another reason when the East 
Fife Male Voice Choir gave a 
concert.

More than £900 was raised for 
Lochaber children’s charity Star 
for Harris and the 40-strong 
group included songs from the 
First World War, from various 
shows and ended with Morte 
Christe. 

For this item the choir was 
joined by members of the newly 
formed Duncansburgh Male 
Voice Choir. 

Musical director was Jim 
Broadley, the accompanist Robin 
Bell, both well known in musical 
circles in Fife and beyond. Robin 
played an outstanding solo on the 
organ, Now Thank We all our 
God by Karl Elert. 

Everyone enjoyed tea and cakes 
in the new hall after the concert 
and organisers thanked everyone  
who participated.

FIERY DISPLAY: Firedancers ‘Arson About’ with their spectacular display on Fort William High 
Street as part of the ‘Stand up to Cancer’ event

BARCALDINE-based business 
Renewables Now released a 
startling statistic this week: 
their customers are qualifying 
for more than £1.25m of income 
so far, from the government Re-
newable Heat Incentive scheme 
(RHI). The RHI scheme pays 
homeowners to use renewable 
heating systems such as heat 
pumps and pellet boilers to 
heat their homes.

Will Currie,  managing director 
of Renewables Now, is amazed at 
how much income is being gen-
erated since the scheme opened 
in April this year. ‘Last week we 
looked at the fi gures we have on 
fi le here and I was stunned at the 
amount of money our customers 
are benefi tting from to date. This 
is just the start of the scheme. 
We have a lot more installations 

in the pipeline.’  The RHI is eff ec-
tively a reward for people who 
replace their current heating 
appliances with a renewable 
heating system. 

This reduces their CO2 output 
and assists the government in 
reaching its 2020 carbon reduc-
tion targets. Once a qualifying 
renewable heating system is 
installed the owner of the new 
system is entitled to register for 
seven years of quarterly pay-
ments via the RHI scheme. 

‘I’ve replaced my oil boiler with 
a pellet boiler,’ said one custom-
er.  ‘I’m now receiving £3,200 
per year for the next seven years 
and my fuel is costing me about 
£1,200. Over the seven years it’ll 
pay for my fuel and the installa-
tion costs, so eff ectively its free.’ 

Backing up the UK wide RHI 

scheme is a Scottish govern-
ment interest free loan of up 
to £10,000 to assist with the 
installation costs and this 
level of support shows the 
government’s commitment to 
supporting domestic renewa-
ble heating. Renewables Now 
customers, who have installed 
biomass boilers are receiving on 
average, an annual income of 
£2,318,  for ground source heat 
pumps £2,510 and for air source 
heat pump customers £868 per 
year. These are signifi cant sums 
and uptake of the scheme is 
growing rapidly.

The Department of Energy and 
climate Change (DECC), expects 
the scheme to be open to appli-
cants until March 2021 although 
tariff s for new entrants are likely 
to reduce over this period.

Renewables Now Director 
Ann Rowan says demand is very 
high:  ‘Not a lot of people have 
heard about the RHI scheme 
since it started, but those who 
have, are keen to benefi t from it. 
Our numbers of enquiries have 
soared as word of this fantastic 
opportunity spreads. We really 
need more installers to meet the 
demand. I don’t think there is a 
better way to invest your money 
at the moment.’

This windfall of £1.25 million 
is only going to increase and 
you can become part of it, so 
come along to  the Renewables 
Technology Showcase this Sat-
urday November 1 at Oban high 
school and talk to Renewables 
Now and Home Energy Scotland 
to discover what the RHI can do 
for you. 

set up the PA.’ Large crowds 
joined Lochaber Together 
volunteers from 5pm for a 
massive Strip the Willow along 
the precinct, followed by a 
cèilidh and local musicians 

singing in a karaoke.
Firedancers ‘Arson About’ 

performed throughout the 
night before the event came to 
a close with everybody joining 
together for a massive conga.

Lochaber Together is con-
tinuing to look for volunteers 
- if interested please contact 
Adam on 07887 706 100 or 
email to adam@lochaber-
together.co.uk.

Argyll home owners cash in on £1.25m windfall - 
‘A lot more to come’ 

ADVERTORIAL

Lochaber comes together for cancer
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General Grocer,   Gas + Coal
Fancy Goods,   Hardware

Garden Tools,   Plants
Lottery,   PayPoint

Free to use cash machines
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NOVEMBER is likely to see an increased number of 
people applying to Argyll and Bute council’s welfare 
fund.

Following a trend set last year, individuals have 
claimed almost £17,000 a month for items such as 
unexpected expenses, travel and lost money.

The money given out by Argyll and Bute council, on 
behalf of the Scottish government, provides a safety 
net for the poorest households 

Argyll social fund has helped more than 2957 vul-
nerable people in its first 15 months. In Argyll and 
Bute, this amounted to grants of £303,969.

The local authority made 460 emergency grants to 
households, although it did receive applications from 
1,670.

Applications from people who were penalised 
under new ‘bedroom tax’ legislation reached 1,231, 
many of whom went onto receive a payment via the 
council.

Since April, the local authority has made payments 
of £163,216 with £119,372 in community care grants 
and £43,845 in crisis grants. 

One woman, who received the grant, said the pro-
cess within the local authority made the application 
easy and confidential. 

She said: ‘I left my husband after I found out he had 
been cheating on me. 

‘I had very little money and nowhere to turn. I can 
not praise the staff in Oban council office for the 
care and support they gave me.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and Bute council said: 
‘At the moment, the scheme has been widened to 
include low priority as well as high and medium 
priority cases. 

‘We would expect to see an increase in November in 
line with last year’s pattern.’

A spokeswoman for the Scottish government said: 
‘Between April 2013 and June this year, the Scottish 
Welfare Fund (SWF) provided 70,000 crisis grants 
to low income families and community care grants to 
43,000 households to help them live independently.

‘Latest data shows the average crisis support is £70 
and is usually to help with food and heating bills. 
Some £980,000 was given out for food between April 
and June, up from £300,000 during the same period 
last year.

‘The fund has been administered by councils 
since its launch last year. Figures show £2million of 
community care grants were awarded for cookers, 
washing machines and fridges while £1.8million was 
for the refit of carpets and flooring. 

‘A further £130,000 was granted for clothing and 
shoes.

‘Ministers are now pushing ahead with legislation 
that will put the SWF on a statutory footing so that 
all local authorities will be required to maintain a 
fund. Councils will also have the option of running 
the SWF jointly with other local authorities’.

Hardship fund
set to rise as 
more people 
apply for help

No, not Venice - Oban!
MORE TOWN CENTRE SPACES AVAILABLE THANKS TO NEW SCHEME

McCuish has 
parking cash 
in his sights

Getting a longer 
bang for bucks

Tapping into the 
power of the press

Tree felling raised 
in parliament

A POTENTIAL cash boost of 
almost £500,000 from parking 
charges has been put on hold by a 
council committee.

Meanwhile Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee is carrying 
out a parking review in Oban - 
‘one stage at a time.’

But Oban councillors are being 
asked to rise to the challenge 
of plans being drawn up by a 
Helensburgh councillor, who is 
hoping his area can keep all the 
car park cash raised there - and 
drastically reduce the time locals 
have to pay for parking.

Former council leader James 
Robb from Helensburgh asked 
members of the August policy 
and resources committee to 
consider giving revenue gained 
from parking in the four main 
towns to each of the local area 
committees to spend.

One of 17 members on the 
committee who voting against 
the plan, Oban area committee 
chairman Roddy McCuish 
argued that councillor Robb’s 
motion ‘went too far’ and he 
wanted to ‘do things a stage at a 
time.’

Councillor McCuish said: ‘I 
think we have to look closely 
in future at having a great deal 
more money staying in the area 
generating it.’

A consultation with the Oban 
community and businesses is in 
the process of being put together 
on the issue of parking.

‘I have had a lot od positive 
feedback from businesses, which 

are seeing a greater availability 
of parking spaces in the town 
centre, which is exactly the 
point  of the council taking on 
the responsibility for parking 
enforcement.’

He said the otpion of Oban 
keeping parking revenues might 
will come out in the review re-
sponses but added: ‘It would be 
daft to have a review and ignore 
it.

‘We have to be careful of set-
ting a precedent, for example if 
Helensburgh and Lomond kept 
all its council tax, that would 
greatly affect the rest of Argyll 
and Bute.

‘I wish councillor Robb well 
in his endeavour and we will 
be watching closely at how he 
achieves this.’

Councillor Robb wants to make 
parking free in Helensburgh to 
bring people back into the town 

by only charging after the first 
three hours per day. He would 
like to do this with the support 
of the Helensburgh area com-
mittee.

Councillor Robb, a former 
finance spokesman for the 
authority, said  parking fees in 
Bute and Cowal raised £66,000, 
in Mid Argyll and Kintyre raised 
£70,000, in Helensburgh and 
Lomond raise £158,000 while 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles raised 
£416,000 per year.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘ Income gen-
erated from parking is used for 
the upkeep of parking facilities 
throughout the council area.’

Robert MacLean, from Oban, 
who regularly takes his disabled 
daughter to the beach at Gana-
van has asked when some of the 
cash might be used to sort out 
that car park.

He said: ‘If money is being 
used for the upkeep of car parks 
it is high time they sorted the 
marking of bays. The way I see it 
at the moment the council don’t 
have any right to charge because 
the official notices say ‘park in 
marked bays’ - well, there aren’t 
any.’

Businessman Graham Fraser 
from Alba art and gifts shop on 
Albany Street said if charges 
were being removed elsewhere, 
they should be removed in Oban.

‘The parking charges are not 
working for many of the business-
es, they are scaring people away 
from the town. We need to either 
get rid of parking charges - or, 
thinking about giving residents a 
parking permit.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

THE SKIES above Oban 
will be lit up with a fireworks 
display on November 5, thanks 
to a business well known in the 
town.

Pyro1, the company behind 
Oban’s infamous ‘Obang’ 
when a full display was fired 
off in just one minute in 2011, 
will return to the town to de-
liver a display that should last 
a little longer.

The display, which will take 
place over Oban Bay, will also 
welcome the Scottish Rural 
Parliament to the town.

Oban councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish is encouraging people 
to come along at 7.15pm for 
a 7.30pm start and enjoined 
businesses in the town to open 
late to take advantage of the 
extra footfall.

WITH people across the West 
Highlands suffering from the 
effects of too much water, is-
landers on Coll are celebrating 
after a drinking water tap was 
reconnected. 

The tap at the middle pier 
toilets was cut off by Scottish 
Water two weeks ago, much to 
chagrin of the islanders.

Scottish Water relented after 
The Oban Times contacted it 
and the tap was turned back on 
last week, with one community 
councillor calling it ‘a victory 
for common sense’.

THE SCOTTISH Govern-
ment has been urged to ensure 
tree-felling work in the West 
Highlands does not trigger 
landslides which then lead to 
road closures.

Labour MSP Dave Stewart 
raised the issue with Trans-
port Minister Keith Brown 
on Tuesday after an incident 
on the A82 a mile north of 
Corran led to the road being 
closed for more than 30 hours.

OBAN man Hector Macdon-
ald was forced to push the boat 
out on Tuesday morning, after 
flooding left his work lorry 
trapped in Glencruitten Road.

In a moment of inspired 
‘blue skies thinking’, he used 
a speedboat stored in his work 

yard and took to the flood water 
on Lochavullin Road, paddling 
slowly past submerged cars in 
his makeshift lifeboat, taking a 
passenger with him on the way.

High tides, torrential rain and 
overflowing rivers had caused 
chaos over the previous seven 

days, with landslides trapping 
drivers for five hours on Sunday 
night on the A82 in Lochaber.

chaos is on page nine and an 
exclusive picture special on 
page 10.

Oban area committee chairman 
councillor Roddy McCuish
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SEVEN DAYS OF RELENTLESS RAIN DRIVES MOTORISTS AROUND THE BEND AS THEY ‘NAVIGATE’ THE REGION’S FLOODED HIGHWAYS

Drivers plough through deluge as 
downpour brings chaos to roads

INUNDATED: (left) a Land Rover surges through the fl ooded A85 at Dunbeg on Sunday and (right) cars paint a forlorn picture as they lie submerged in the Lochavullin car park on Tuesday morning 

THE OWNER of a removals 
and storage business that was 
ransacked by thieves says he 
has been forced to improve 
security at his site.

Following the incident last 
weekend, Graham MacQueen, 
MBE, owner of MacQueen 
Bros in Oban’s Glengallan 
Industrial Estate, warned 
fellow business owners that 
Argyll was as vulnerable to 
theft as anywhere else.

Thieves broke into the storage 
yard at MacQueen Bros and 
forced entry to around 30 
locked containers overnight 
between 2pm on Saturday and 
11.30am on Sunday.

Mr MacQueen, who is known 
for his charity work in the 
town, said: ‘Initially, I was 
horrified but it was not as bad 
as I first feared. Only about 
five per cent of our customers 
were affected. The containers 

broken into did not have our 
high security locks and it seems 
they have taken diesel, scrap 
metal and power tools.

‘We are checking our CCTV 
but maybe we needed some-
thing like this to realise that 
Argyll is not the place it was.

‘You get people wandering 
into the area, breaking into 
things. We are strengthening 
security but everyone must 
realise Argyll is as vulnerable 

as anywhere now.’ Every 
MacQueen Bros customer is 
being given a high security 
lock.

Police believe there was also 
an attempt to steal a motor 
vehicle at the yard. Oban CID 
are investigating the incident 
and are urging anyone who may 
have seen or heard anything 
suspicious in the area during 
the time the offence took place 
to get in touch on 101. 

‘Argyll is not the place it was’ says 
owner of premises targeted by thieves 

TORRENTIAL rain brought 
havoc to the West Highlands 
over the past week with land-
slides, road closures and rivers 
bursting their banks. 

Oban’s major retail park and  
industrial estate were submerged 
in several feet of water on Tues-
day morning when high tides 
and overflowing drains flooded 
Lochavullin Road and the adja-
cent Lochavullin free car park. 
Flood water lapped against the 
windows of some stricken cars. 

Despite flood warning notices 
and police tape to cordon off the 
roundabout at the Tesco super-
market, a lorry driver ploughed 
through the middle of the flood 
creating a wave which lifted 
parked cars and swept them into 
others in the car park.

Police are now checking CCTV 
images to identify the vehicle and 
driver involved in the incident.

Stores in the Lochavullin 

industrial estate were marooned  
and suffered a huge loss of 
custom as roads were closed. A 
small trickle of shoppers braved 
the elements to walk to Tesco.

Hector Macdonald, who works 
in the haulage department at 
Flit Self Drive in Oban, used a 
speedboat from his works yard 
on Glencruitten Road to paddled 
his way along Lochavullin Road 
on Tuesday morning. He said: 
‘Our trucks couldn’t get out at 
all, so taking the boat out was 
a bit of fun to pass the time. I’ll 
bet no-one has sailed along this 
street before.’

Several incidents were reported 
to police across the region, with 
landslides closing off major 
trunk roads. On Sunday morning 
a German tourist had to be res-
cued from his car when it became 
swamped in water in Glen Orchy. 
He was taken to Oban and the 
car was later recovered.

Later that morning, police 
received calls about flooding 
on the A85 at Dunbeg, at the 

Kilchrenan junction on the A85 
at Taynuilt, and later in the day 
landslides were reported in the 
Portnacroish area of Appin and 
northwards towards Lochaber.

On Monday afternoon, police 
received reports of two-and-a-
half feet of water lying on the 
A828 near Benderloch and were 
also contacted about water lying 
on the A85 at Saulmore. 

Police closed off the back road 
between Oban and Connel on 
Monday morning when it flood-
ed about a mile from Connel.

Emergency teams were sent to 
deal with landslips on the A83 
near to the ‘Rest and Be Thank-
ful’ in the early hours of Tuesday.
Estimates suggest that 800 
tonnes of material had been 
swept onto the trunk road and 
that resilience netting caught a 
further 1000 tonnes of material 
coming off the hillside.

At Glen Kinglas, north of Rest 
and Be Thankful, a landslip 
saw 20 tonnes of material being 
washed onto the trunk road 

which was cleared.The A82 south 
of Fort William was closed after 
two landslides blocked the road 
near Onich on Sunday evening, 
with 50 people travelling in 15 
vehicles, who  were stuck for 

five hours. Temporary traffic 
lights were put in place at Cor-
rycurrachan Bridge and also at 
Glenrigh to partially reopen the 
road on Monday. Meanwhile, 
Soroba Road flooded when the 

Black Lynn Burn burst its banks 
on Tuesday morning, flooding 
the lane linking Lynn Road and 
Mosspark, with one house taking 
in six inches of water. More pic-
tures on page 10.

TORRENTIAL: a landslip at Glen Kinglas closed the A83                                                Photo courtesy of BEAR Scotland

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Redundancy pay 
fears for workers

‘Erratic’ motorist 
stopped by police

Health overspend 
won’t aff ect care

STAFF at the Co-op store on 
Soroba Road, Oban will find 
out today (Thursday) whether 
they will receive redundancy 
pay when they lose their jobs.

The store is due to close after 
it was purchased by German 
retail giant Lidl last month.

A Co-op employee, who 
asked not to be named, said: 
‘All the staff received letters, 
dated October 24, telling them 
they were invited to discuss 
the ‘potential redundancy 
situation’.

‘Obviously, a few of us are 
worried by the wording of 
that, as before we were told it 
was a collective redundancy 
that all staff would get. Also, 
the union representative can’t 
make it up for the meetings so 
we will be in on our own - it’s 
ridiculous.’

The Co-op store is set to be 
demolished, with a new Lidl 
building built on the site.

Lidl will transfer existing 
staff from its current store in 
Lochavullin Drive, with con-
struction and opening dates 
for the new store still to be 
confirmed.

A STUDENT has had his car 
seized and faces various road 
traffic charges after police no-
ticed him driving erratically.

Police officers watched the 
26-year-old Edinburgh man 
driving on the A85 at Dunbeg 
last Saturday and stopped him 
at around 5pm.

As well as being reported 
for various driving offences, 
the student also allegedly held 
a false international driving 
permit. 

A POWERFUL watchdog has 
criticised NHS Highland for 
borrowing £2.5million from 
the Scottish government.

Medical chiefs have tried 
to reassure the public that 
patient care would not be 
compromised after reports of 
a huge budget overspend at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Computers can make life a lot 
easier. They can CONNECT you 
with your communities, let you see 
loved ones living miles away and 
so much more. Even if you don’t 
have a computer, you could get 
online for free at your local library.

Use your know-how to feel good. 

I want the know how
TO Do more

things online

We can help 
you learn new
computer skills

 Join in at livingitup.org.uk
 /LivingitupScotland   @Livingitup_Scot

A BRAVE 13-year-old boy 
from Appin, who suffers from a 
debilitating bone condition, has 
been presented with a commu-
nity award in recognition of his 
outstanding fundraising work.

Cameron Allen (pictured right) 
has raised £9,500 for charity in 
the last three years despite his 
everyday struggles with osteo-
genesis imperfecta (brittle bone 
disease), which has left him with 
25 fractures in his body this year 
alone.

Cameron - who courageously 
showed up for school one day 
with all four limbs in plaster - 
was presented with the Appin 
Community Trust ‘Outstanding 
Young Person’ 2014 award for his 
fundraising for the Brittle Bone 
Society.

He has raised £2,578 this year 

and took part in a ‘Job-a-thon’ in 
May, in which he performed as 
many jobs as he could in one day, 
including farming, marshalling a 
fire engine and writing for The 
Oban Times.

Cameron’s condition means 
that his bones break easily and 
he is mainly wheelchair-bound, 
but he has not let his condition 
stop him from taking part in 
sports such as swimming.

The second-year Oban High 
school pupil said of the award: 
‘It felt really good. I hadn’t been 
expecting anything at all. I enjoy 
the fundraising and will be doing 
more of it.’

Cameron refuses to give in 
to his health condition and is 
known for his upbeat attitude by 
all his classmates and teachers at 
the school.

Brave Cameron’s heroic eff orts for charity

described as ‘outstanding’ by Appin Trust

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Boxing

BIG HITTER: Adam Watson, right, in action against Ryan Edmond in the semi-fi nal 

THREE teams are refusing to 
give up without a fight in the Lo-
chaber Building Supplies ten pin 
bowling league as they are still 
neck and neck for the top spot 
after the third week of games.

The Creeps, Rotavators and 
3+1 still all have the maximum 
10 points in the scratch division 
while Rotavators are the only 
group with the maximum 15 
points in the handicap division. 

Top scratch individual game 
came from John Weller of Al-
leycats who rolled 196 and Brian 
Johnstone of the same team 

LOCHABER runners are 
preparing for the annual Eddie’s 
half marathon on Sunday 
(November 2). 

The race around Fort William 
is in memory of Fort taxi driver 
Eddie Campbell, who completed 
the Ben Race no fewer than 44 
times from 1952, winning three 
times, until his life was cut short 
by cancer in 1996.

Around 200 people are 
expected to start the challenge 
from An Aird, with the field 
setting off at noon. 

THE GOON Squad were the 
top scorers of this week’s Ali 
Young indoor football league, 
after thrashing the young Nevis 
Range players 16-2. 

The Volley started off Sunday 
night’s fixtures in the Nevis 
Centre, winning 5-1 against 
Barowcy before Fiorentina 
Turner achieved a 6-4 victory 
over Inverlochy United. 

Harlem Globe Stoaters won 7-5 
against Bracelochy and Loch-
aber Leisure beat Outer Milan 
8-2, securing their place at the 
top spot on goal difference. 

HWE and Ali Young had 
the only draw of the night with 
five goals each and Portowcy 
scored two goals in the final two 
minutes to beat MHB 4-3. 

FORT William went down 6-0 
to league champions Brora 
Rangers last Wednesday evening 
at Dudgeon Park. 

This result took the home side 
back to the top of the Highland 
League and brought their goal 
total this season to 55 in 13 
games. 

Fort William’s home game 
against Rothes FC planned for 
the weekend was postponed due 
to a waterlogged pitch. 

This Saturday, the Fort will 
travel to take on Wick Academy 
with the next Claggan Park game 
scheduled to be against Cove 
Rangers on November 8.

THE RAILWAY Bowling Club 
celebrated another successful 
season at their prizegiving last 
week. 

Gordon Hamilton was named 
winner of the Club Champion-
ship cup with Lynne Donald 
coming a close second. 

All winners: Stewart Cup pairs, 
Agnes Boyle and Allan Lawrie; 
MacKleeners Shield, Eddie Downs and 
Wilson Thain; D Matheson Shield, Wil-
son Thain and Agnes Boyle; Lochaber 
Singles Cup, Allan MacDonald; Craig 
Nevis Cup,  A A Young Cup, Allan 

Watson a big hit with boxing fans as 
he lifts Scottish title at Ravenscraig 

SPLIT DECISION: Leon Smith

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club have a new champion in 
their ranks as Adam Watson 
became Scottish novice middle-
weight champion at Ravenscraig 
in Motherwell last weekend. 

After reaching the final stages 
last weekend he progressed to the 
title in some style.

Watson stormed through 
his semi-final opponent Ryan 
Edmond of the famous Leith 
Victoria club from Edinburgh.

The first round saw Watson try 
to encourage Edmond to open 
up to create openings, a tactic 
that gained some success for the 
Lochaber boxer and he clearly 
won the round.

The Phoenix boxer turned it 
up big time in the next round as 
he consistently hit Edmond with 
shots to the body and head result-
ing in an eight count being issued 
on the Edinburgh boxer.

The impressive showing from 
Watson continued until the end 
of the round and it was no sur-
prise when Edmond was pulled 
out by his corner at the end of 
the session and Watson marched 
into the final where he would face 
the fearsome Chris MacLeod of 

HBA who also won his semi-final 
by stoppage.

The final was perhaps the most 
exciting of the championships as 
both boxers refused to give an 
inch as they exchanged bombs in 
the first round. Watson edged the 
start of the round but Macleod 
came on strong in the last 30 
seconds to shade the session.

Both boxers sensed the title 
was all on the last round and 
once again stood and traded 
rockets as first one then the other 
would assume ascendancy. When 
the championship went to Wat-
son it was a victory that proved 
that success is gained not solely 
during the contest but also in the 
weeks and months of preparation 
beforehand as Watson has pre-
pared with a single mindedness 
that speaks volumes for his 
determination and commitment.

Junior Leon Smith was not 
so fortunate as he lost in a split 
decision in the final of his weight 
class in the same championships 
to Northwest’s Owen Duffy.

After a very close opening 
round in which both boxers 
had success with combinations, 
the second saw Smith have the 
best round of his short boxing 
career as he walked Duffy onto 
shots and used good movement 
to avoid anything coming back 
his way. With both combatants 
knowing it was close they both 
came out all guns blazing in the 
last and stood and traded ring 
centre. The Lochaber contingent 
thought Liam had done enough 
but alas it was not to be.

Both athletes will be fighting 
at the Phoenix club’s home show 
in the Nevis Centre on Saturday 
night (November 1). Tickets are 
available from the venue, Niall 
Clark (07554994744) or Steve 
Docherty ( 07881379851). 

Football Indoor Football

Ali Young resultsFort hit for six

Athletics

Half marathon

PRIZEGIVING: Members of the Railway Bowling Club, gathered at the Inverlochy green for the end of 
season prizegiving

Railway club hand out the prizes
MacDonald and Tam Rodgers; Ben 
Nevis Distillery Shield, Martin Keenan 
and Tommy Campbell; MacPherson 
Welding Shield, Allan Robinson and 
Angus Thain; Millie’s Shield, Gordon 
Hamilton, William Clark and Elizabeth 
Kennedy; B Hamilton Cup, Elizabeth 
Kennedy and Kenny MacInnes; 
Charity Singles Cup, Martin Keenan; 
D Gillies Shield, Eddie Downs, Agnes 
Boyle and Lynne Donald; W Duff Cup, 
Agnes Boyle, Eddie Downs and Lynne 
Donald; J MacLennan Plate Allan 
Robinson and Jude Robinson; Gogs 
Taxi, Gordon Hamilton and P Miller; 

Balloted Rinks, Martin Keenan, Eliza-
beth Kennedy, Allan Lawrie and Eddie 
Downs; Pairs, Kenny MacInnes and 
Helen Ross; Charity Pairs Cup, Allan 
MacDonald and Tam Rodgers; Two 
Bowl Cup, Allan Macdonald; Gents 
Singles, Eddie Downs; Seniors Cup 
William Gibbons; Ladies Singles, Eliz-
abeth Kennedy; Balloted Pairs Cup, 
W Clark and Agnes Boyle; Nominated 
Pairs Shield G MacKay and Tam Rodg-
ers; Mixed Pairs Cup, Angus Thain and 
Wilson Thain. 

Bowls

rolled a 173. Ardtoe/Nevis Radio 
had the top scratch team game of 
559, best handicap game of 774 
and the top two game scratch 
team series of 1,082. Council had 
the top two game handicap team 
series with 1,513.

John Weller’s game along with 
the top handicap game of 265, 
top two game scratch series of 
352 and top two game handicap 
series of 490 were all season 
highs for the league so far.

Ten Pin Bowling Rugby rained off 

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s 
planned home game against 
Aberdeen Wanderers on 
Saturday was postponed due to 
an unplayable field. 

Black Parks was flooded along 
with most sporting venues in 
Lochaber and the fixture will be 
rescheduled for a later date.  

The club will travel to Shetland 
for this Saturday’s game. 

BALLACHULISH Shinty Club 
will take on Skye on Saturday.

The teams will meet at Blair-
beg, Drumnadrochit, for the 
Marine Harvest division one 
play off. 

Balla will be without Scott 
Rodger, who broke his thumb 
in a recent friendly fixture and 
club chairman Iain Brown said 
this will be a ‘big loss’ from the 
middle of the park. 

Keeper David MacPhee will 

also be missing as he serves out 
his last game suspension. He will 
be replaced in goal by youngster 
Cameron Sutherland.

Elliot Wilson has returned from 
a lengthy injury and on Monday 
Brown said he could have played 
himself into contention, a deci-
sion will be made nearer to the 
game. 

Shinty

Ballachulish take on 
Skye in division one 
play off  game

Tight at the top in bowling league

Rugby

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.36 1.4 09.38 3.4 16.21 1.6 21.57 3.1
Fri 04.48 1.5 10.57 3.2 17.40 1.6 23.28 2.9
Sat 06.11 1.6 13.11 3.3 19.01 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.49 3.0 07.31 1.5 14.21 3.5 20.16     1.4
Mon 02.54 3.2 08.42 1.3 15.13 3.8 21.16 1.2
Tues 03.39 3.5 09.40 1.0 15.57 4.0 22.05 1.0
Wed 04.15 3.7 10.29 0.8 16.36 4.1 22.48 0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 13ºC.

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong southerly 
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 12ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, October 30, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

19
15

14

FW
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