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INSIDE THIS WEEK
Start collecting tokens to win £500 of shopping vouchers

TIREE Music Festival (TMF) has 
been nominated for accolades by 
two major awards, alongside major 
events such as T in The Park and 
the V Festival.

Just months after being named 
Scotland’s Best Small Festival, 
the event has been shortlisted in 
four categories at the UK Music 
Awards; best small festival, best 
family festival, best toilets and 
best grass roots festival.

To win, they will have to beat 
off some of the major festivals in 
several categories, including T in 
the Park, Glastonbury and Bel-
ladrum Tartan Heart Festival and 
Green Man.

Meanwhile, the Scots Trad 
Music Awards (STMA) lists the 
festival in its Community Event of 

the Year awards category.
The nominations are another 

landmark in what has been a me-
teoric rise for the festival formed 
only three years ago by locals 
Daniel Gillespie and Stewart 
MacLennan.

Stewart said: ‘If we are being 
realistic, we stand little chance 
of winning an award at the UK 
Festival Awards due the size and 
volume of votes the bigger festivals 
can generate. Regardless, it is just 
a fantastic achievement for our 
small festival to be amongst some 
of the biggest events in the UK.’

Daniel, already an STMA win-
ner with his band Skerryvore, is 
especially pleased with the Com-
munity Award nomination. 

He said: ‘The STMA Awards 

Awards however it is a very spe-
cial event and generates fantastic 
promotion for Scotland’s music, 
culture and creative industries. 

‘We are absolutely thrilled to 
be nominated for the Community 
Event of the Year as essentially 
the community is the heartbeat of 
TMF. 

‘They have embraced the event 
from the very beginning and 
helped create the setting and 
atmosphere that have enabled us to 
achieve the success so far. Hope-
fully the island and region can 
rally behind us once again to bring 
another award home to Tiree.’

You can vote for TMF on www.
festivalawards.com and www.
scottishcultureonline.com. 

Tiree Music Festival in top awards
Island event tackles T in the Park and Glastonbury

A MAN and a woman made a 
‘clean’ getaway after stealing 
£1,300 worth of shaving prod-
ucts from a store in Oban.

The couple, both aged between 
25 and 40, are alleged to have 
taken the items at 3.30pm last 
Tuesday from the Co-op store in 
Soroba Road. 

Police are searching for a 
bearded man, six feet tall, and 
wearing a dark blue tracksuit 
with a stripe down the arms. 

The woman is described as 
being tall, medium build with 
shoulder length black hair. She 
was wearing a dark jacket with a 
grey-blue top underneath. 

Anyone with any information 
should contact PC Paul Danks at 
the Oban Police Station on 01631 
510 500.

‘Clean’ getaway 
by Oban store  
robbers

THE EDITOR of The Oban 
Times’ sister publication Scot-
tish Field magazine has won the 
prestigious Consumer Magazine 
Editor of the Year award at the 
annual Professional Publishers 
Association awards in Glasgow. 

For more on this story see page 
12. 

Scottish Field 
editor wins top 
industry award

A POTENTIAL community 
buyout of land in Oban to en-
sure an open space for the town 
is being looked at.

Oban Community Council 
discussed creating a green 
space for the town on land at the 
old Ardchonnel Estate, which 
houses the ruins of the never-
completed Oban Hills Hydro-
pathic Sanatorium, circa 1880s, 
when they met on Monday. 

Contact has already been made 
with the landowner regarding 

the local community.
Duncan Martin, community 

council member, said: ‘If we 
were to go any further we would 

-
munity support. It may be that 
people are quite happy with it 

as it is. There is no funding to 
maintain it in an organised way 
and I would certainly not be 
looking to ‘gentrify’ the area; its 
wilderness is part of the attrac-
tion, but safety improvements 
would have to be made.’

But community council mem-
ber Billy Martin questioned why 
the land was required at all. 

-
ging a dead horse, we can’t 
afford it. There are hundreds of 
miles of forestry walks nearby 
and we’re in the middle of the 
country. 

‘Why do we need a park in the 
town?’

Concerns about having to 
create car parking with disabled 
access were also raised while 
others suggested it could be an 

appropriate project for the new 
BID scheme to look at.

However, the landowner is 
open to hearing more on the is-
sue – provided the land remains 
as a public open space and the 
community is consulted.

Mr Martin added: ‘There 
is eagerness  to create the 
future Oban, within which the 
hydro will always be a central 
feature.’

The proposed hydropathic ho-
tel, which started construction 
in 1881, would have had 137 
bedrooms, a conservatory, a 
concert hall and seawater baths. 

There were also plans for a 
golf course, stables, landscaped 
indoor and outdoor gardens and 
a hydraulic lift to bring guests 
up from the town centre.

Community buyout suggested 
for Oban’s ‘hydro ruins’ land

Plan to 
alter 
Oban’s 
centre
CHORD money will 
finally be spent after 
five years of waiting

A MAN was arrested before his 
wedding at Campbeltown regis-

his welcome.
The Pakistani national had 

been due to marry a Latvian 
woman on Monday but police 
swooped on the ceremony and 
arrested him.

The 24-year-old is being held 
in detention after overstaying 
his visa and steps are now being 
taken to deport him to Pakistan.  

Anna Beattie, from the UK 
Border Agency in Scotland said: 
‘Anyone in the UK illegally and 
seeking to evade our immigra-
tion laws can expect to be found 
by us and removed from the 
UK.

‘We will not hesitate to act 
against those who mistakenly 
believe that they can abuse the 
immigration system.’

Campbeltown 
police arrest man 
at his wedding

-
end to replace Oban’s annual 

-

-

-

-

No fireworks ’til winter 
say bonfire organisers

BENDERLOCH’S Lochnell Primary 
School is looking for former pupils to 
help it celebrate 20 years since the ‘new’ 
school building was opened in the vil-
lage.

The school is also celebrating 10 years 
since the extension was opened, which 
now houses the nursery and P1-2 classes.

On Saturday November 10, the school 
is holding a coffee morning and will have 
a ‘memory wall’ with photos and recol-
lections from former pupils from both the 
old school and new school.

on November 11, 1992 and the extension 
in October 2002.

Anyone with any photos or memories 
can hand them in to the school or email 
them to enquiries@lochnell.argyll-bute.
sch.uk or email parent council secretary 
Marian Milarvie at mmilarvie@hotmail.
co.uk.

Benderloch hunts for 
pupils and memories

A review of speed limits throughout the Highlands and Islands has led Transport Scotland to proposing changes across the network.  These include increasing speed 
limits within some villages and decreasing the limit on sections of trunk roads that carry the national speed limit.  To see how this could affect you, see page 5. 

-
ing its £6.9million CHORD al-
location on improving the town 

after the scheme was devised.
At a short meeting in the Cor-

ran Halls on Tuesday, the Oban 
CHORD project board moved to 
approve a series of projects that 
will transform two key areas of 
the town – Stafford Street and 
Queen’s Park Place.

Chairwoman of the project 
board, councillor Louise Glen-
Lee, said: ‘This isn’t about pro-
crastination any longer, this is 
the time for delivery. The people 
of Oban have been waiting for 
a long time for things to come 
forward. I say today is a big step 
forward.’

The plans approved by the 
board will see Stafford Street 
transformed into a pedestrian-
ised area by December next year, 
creating a link to the north pier 
to form a ‘north pier quarter’. 

in a wider Oban improvement 
programme, which would see the 
area around Queen’s Park Place 
and George Street – referred to 
as the ‘Oban Seafront Public 
Realm’ – redesigned and de-
cluttered in a bid to improve its 
appearance and coach access. 

Moves to improve the town’s 
transport links will continue, 
although the project has been 
renamed the Transport Inter-

hold talks with Network Rail 
about using dormant sidings and 
the seaward rail platform, while 
commercial estate agent DTZ 
will be approached to determine 
the availability of the Harbour 
Bowl.

helped by the Stafford Street 

the council’s head of roads.

would be improved by new 
‘keep clear’ markings on the 
roundabout, while the number 
of parking bays at Airds Place is 
to be reduced in favour of wider 
pavements.

Access to the loading bay on 
the north side of Argyll Square 
is to be widened. 

Meanwhile, the board has com-
mitted to working closely with 
the new Oban BID company as 
it takes forward new proposals.

While welcoming many of the 
proposals, Oban community 
councillor Duncan Martin told 
the board the reduction of park-
ing spaces in the town was a 
concern.

Meanwhile, the Oban Action 
Plan is also to be renamed Lorn 
2030. 

-
roba Road to Miller Road will be 
discussed at a CHORD business 
meeting next week.

Communities put the brakes on rural speed limit proposals 
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Lorn Lines

OBAN Phoenix Cinema won’t 
know until the end of the year 
if it has been successful in a 
funding bid to buy new digital 
projectors.

Premiere blockbusters 
The community venture needs 

£90,000 for the new equipment 
for both the main auditorium 
and the smaller second screen. 
While the existing equipment 
is in good working order, 
production companies are no 

longer prioritising the analogue 
medium.

Cinema manager Fee Shaw 
said the equipment is essential 
not only to future proof the pop-
ular cinema – with the demise 
of 35mm approaching – but it 
would allow it to premiere the 
latest blockbusters immediately 
on their release. 

She said: ‘When you premiere 

two weeks and that’s not some-

thing you always want to do 
when you have only one screen. 
Hence the reason Cinema Two 
is so important as you can move 

‘We applied to Creative Scot-

the cost and we won’t hear back 
until December.  

‘If we are successful, we are 
looking at getting the most 
advanced projector available, 
which will put us ahead of most 

cinemas in Scotland and will 
mean we won’t have to worry 
about upgrading it again for a 
while.’

Fee said it is likely the of-

see a number of the cinema’s 
celebrity patrons attending, 
will be postponed until a digital 
projector has been installed.

When purchased, the new 
equipment would take about six 

Oban cinema to focus on new digital projectors

AN ISLAY man has admitted 
making sexually explicit remarks 
about a 13-year-old girl.

David McEachran, 42, of 5 
Flora Street, Bowmore, ap-
peared at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court last Wednesday and 
further admitted behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
on September 10 at The Square, 
Bowmore.

The court heard that 
McEachran appeared drunk at 
the time. Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC deferred sentence until next 
month for reports.

Islay man admits 
remarks towards 
young girl

A SPECIAL bottle of Oban malt 
whisky from a line that has been 
discontinued sold at auction for 
almost £500 last week.

The 1969 32 year old bottle of 
malt sold at McTear’s Auction-
eers and Valuers in Glasgow for 
£480.

This is described by industry 
experts as an ‘impressive’ price 

selling in 2008 for just £140.

Oban malt sells to 
£500 at auction

Former teacher 
leads campaign for 
national Scots Pine
A FORMER Oban teacher is 
leading the campaign to desig-
nate a Scottish tree as a national 
symbol.

Alex Hamilton, who taught at 
Oban High School for 25 years 
before leaving in 1997, is peti-
tioning the Scottish Parliament 

national tree.
He said: ‘I have prepared a pe-

tition to the Scottish Parliament 
asking that, like many other 
countries, Scotland should have 
a designated national tree. 

‘I see this as a symbolic ges-
ture of support for our natural 
environment and woodlands. I 
am proposing that the national 
tree should be the Scots Pine.’ 

The former head of history and 
modern studies is inviting those 
who agree with his proposals to 
sign the petition on the Scottish 
Parliament website.

The oldest recorded Scots Pine 
was more than 700 years old. 
The species started growing in 
Scotland around 8,500 years 
ago, it is now the only place in 
Britain that Scots Pine grows 
naturally.

The tree can usually grow to 
35 metres in height with a trunk 
diameter of one metre. The 
timber is one of the strongest fo 
the soft woods and is regularly 
used in joinery.

Keep warm this 
winter say trust
PEOPLE in the Highlands and 
islands are being urged to save 
energy and improve the warmth 
of their home at the same time.

The Energy Saving Trust, a 
Scotland wide enterprise with an 
advice centre in the Highlands, 
is asking householders to ensure 
their homes are properly insu-
lated in preparation for winter.

The advice centre’s Brian 
Barker said: ‘A simple measure 
like loft insulation is effective 
for at least 40 years, and it will 
pay for itself over and over again 
in that time - in a home without 
insulation a quarter of your heat 
is lost through the roof. 

‘If your house has solid walls 
insulating them could cut your 
heating costs considerably, as 
they let through up to twice as 
much heat as cavity walls.’

Letters are now being sent 
to around 11,000 addresses 
across the area in a bid to help 
local householders improve their 

energy costs in homes.
People who receive these can 

check to get a free home energy 
report. 

It will show simple changes 
that can be made to improve 
warmth.

OBAN residents are being of-
fered the chance to go behind 
the lens of one of Scotland’s 
best wildlife cameramen when 
he visits the town as part of his 
UK tour.

Doug Allan has spent decades 

some of the most unique and 
sometimes dangerous animals 
around. The 61-year-old has 
been grabbed by a walrus, 
pawed by a polar bear in his 
sleep and came face to face with 
a friendly 50-tonne whale.

extremely cold environments 
and will be sharing his tales 
when he visits Oban’s Corran 
Halls in November.

Talking face to face 
He said: ‘What’s great about 

talking face to face is that it’s 
my chance to bring people right 
in behind the scenes. 

‘It’s like live TV only better.

for everyone, it’s not exactly 
comfortable with your extremi-
ties freezing while you’re wait-

ing for the perfect shot but the 
poles are amongst the greatest 
wildernesses left on the planet 
and are home to some of the 
most charismatic animals. 

a tenacity and willingness to be 
on your own for long periods 
which suits my personality. To 
witness the behaviour I want, I 
have to develop a high level of 
closeness with my subject, so 
I’ll camp out rather than stay in 
a hotel.’ 

Doug has been described by 

Sir David Attenborough as ‘the 
toughest in the business’, he’s 
been involved with over 60 

and has made more than 50 
trips to the poles.

His awards include four 

Wildscreen Pandas and rec-
ognition at Jackson Hole and 
Missoula Film Festivals. 

Doug chats about his latest 
stories and adventures at the 
Corran Halls, Oban on Novem-
ber 14 at 7.30pm.

Wildlife cameraman to tell tales at Oban
Doug Allan specialises in filming in extremely cold environments among unique and sometimes dangerous animals

AN EDINBURGH publisher re-
ceived more complaints about its 
plans for a book on Tobermory 
Cat than a book on the Lockerbie 
bomber.

However, the artist asked 
to create the colourful new 
children’s book on Mull’s 
famous ginger tom has denied 
copying the story and character 
from Tobermory artist Angus 
Stewart. 

Debi Gliori said it was Hugh 
Andrew of publisher Birlinn 
who came to her with the idea.

The award-winning children’s 
author now hopes next month’s 
release of her title, The Tober-
mory Cat, will bring to an end 
months of controversy that 
has seen her endure torrents of 
online abuse from those who 
believe she stole the concept.

Mr Stewart, meanwhile, re-
cently released his own compila-
tion of some of Tobermory Cat’s 
most memorable photographs. 
He continues to dispute Birlinn’s 
use of a character he claims to 
have created following the 2010 
death of Elvis the Otter, who he 

for a year.
Ms Gliori said: ‘The idea came 

from Hugh Andrew. He has a 
great love of Mull and he’s got 
a very strong connection to the 

-
mory.

‘He told me about this cat that 

Tobermory cat book 
raises islanders’ hackles

‘The world has gone potty when a publisher gets 
more complaints about a cat than a bomber.’

slept on the road and talked to the 
otter and was a local celebrity.

‘It was great, but I didn’t think 
there was a book in it.’

However, Debi was later 
persuaded to take on the project, 
partly due to her own love of the 
island, only to later be subjected 
to the fury of fans of the Tober-
mory Cat Facebook page run by 

Angus.
She said: ‘It was terrible.  I’m 

quite a private person and all 
my working life I’ve always 
worked with these happy little 
children who, if they don’t like 
something, will tell you face to 
face.  

‘They don’t use social media, 
they don’t hide behind keyboards.  

The whole Facebook and Twitter 
thing was turned on me and it’s 
so sad because I think it’s all 
because of a misunderstanding.

‘I don’t need to steal ideas. 
What I hoped to do was make a 
book the people of Mull would 
like.  

‘It was ridiculous because at the 
same time, Birlinn was publish-

ing a book about Al-Megrahi. 
‘Hugh (Andrew) was expecting 

tonnes of hate-mail from that but 
there was not a jot. 

‘The world has gone potty when 
a publisher gets more complaints 
about a cat than a bomber.’

The Tobermory Cat is out now. 
Debi will sign copies of the book 
at Mull’s Western Isles Hotel on 
Monday, from 7pm, and Fingal 
Arts and Crafts, Fionnphort 
on Tuesday from 7pm, before 
visiting Oban’s Waterstones on 
Wednesday at 3.30pm.

THE LORN and Mid-Argyll Members’ Centre of the Scot-

of the new winter season. 
-
-

rapher. 

discharge of the Amazon. This research will be greatly ben-

The computer graphics which demonstrated this tremen-

of the race on ocean mammals and birds most enlightening. 

opportunity for like-minded enthusiasts to get together to 

IT WAS competition night at the recent meeting of Oban Photo-

sifting through some 60 print and digital images looking for 
interesting subjects, sharpness, composition, etc. 

Stephen Lawson was awarded the top prize and an attractive 
-

nie McKillop’s image of beautiful Luskentyre beach on Harris 
was highly praised.  

The club meets every Monday evening at 7.30pm in the Regent 
Hotel, Oban - new members welcome.

AN OPEN day to demonstrate the work that social enterprises 
carry out in Argyll was held last Wednesday at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban.

Trust, was held in order to raise awareness among the public 
of what social enterprises do.

Bill Stewart of Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network 
said: ‘We’re celebrating social enterprises and trying to  

-
ate Atlantis Leisure but it is a social enterprise.’

businesses. 

purposes.

Andrea James from Healthy Options, Tara Coia from Dunollie, 
Julie Forbes from the GRAB Trust, Claire Hutchison from 

Atlantis and Kirsty Clark from ABSEN were busy promoting 
social enterprises to the public. 16_t44atlantis01

CAKES, buns and cream was the order of the day when the 
Congregational Church Hall held a fundraising coffee morning 
recently.

Held in aid of church funds, local accordionist Rod MacLeod 
provided the entertainment while a team of volunteers helped 
serve the tasty treats.

Tonight (Thursday) the hall will play host to Glasgow folk 
singer and entertainer Alastair McDonald. The show begins at 
7pm and the proceeds will go towards Church funds.

The volunteers serving the cakes were, from left, Janet Glad-
man, Elizabeth Hume, Robert Park, Lilian Wren, Lyn Meldrum, 

Gary Gladman and Frances Grantham. 16_t43coffeecongr1

You can send all your news from 
Oban and Lorn area to Euan Paterson 
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk or telephone 01631 568000

AN AIRFIELD on the Isle of 
Mull is still closed following a 
plane crash there over a month 
ago.

The crash, on September 23, 

by pilot Linda Winstanley with 
companion Matthew Jackson.

Ms Winstanley, 49, was at-

when, according to onlookers, 
she ‘hammerheaded straight 
into the ground vertically’.

Despite the crash the land-
ing strip is now described as 
‘perfect’ and the closure of the 

‘frustration’ for pilots who are 
being diverted to Oban.

But a spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said she could 
not give a timeframe for when 

on Mull remains closed follow-
ing an accident in September 

and investigations into the crash 
are ongoing. 

prior permission required (PPR) 
site. This means that all pilots 
would be advised in advance 

Oban instead, rather than a 
last-minute diversion, and fees 
do therefore apply. 

‘Flight numbers, especially at 
this time of year, would not be 

OVER 200 businesses on Mull, 
Iona and Ulva have been con-
tributing towards the Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
plans for the islands.

issued to every business in the 
area and organisers say it has 
‘stimulated discussion’ with 
over half providing feedback.

Questions businesses are ask-
ing include what are the quick 
wins, how will BID work with 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
what will the staff costs be.

Businesses have also raised 
concerns that BID will just be 
‘another talking shop’ but the 
steering group said they have 
‘listened carefully’ and tried to 
address all concerns. 

to be published in December, 
will be much stronger as a result 
of the consultation.

Richard Nealon, vice chairman 
of the BID steering group said: 
‘The businesses of Mull, Iona 
and Ulva are really engaging 
with the BID process.  

‘There are some fantastic ideas 
coming through and it is clear 
that the majority of folk believe 
that we have a great opportunity 
to work together to promote and 
develop our visitor economy.  

‘If anyone hasn’t spoken to a 
steering group member yet and 
would like to, please contact us 
soon to make sure your views 
are taken into account.’

A ballot on the scheme is due 
to take place by postal vote in 
February and March.

Isle of Mull 
businesses
react to 
BID plan

Island airfield remains closed following crash landing

A UNIQUE bottle of Ardbeg 
malt whisky from the Isle of 
Islay has sold at auction raising 
nearly £30,000 for charity.

The ‘exquisite’ hand-crafted 

silver bottle of Aoibhinn, which 
means joyful in Gaelic, was cre-
ated by award winning jewellery 
designer Maeve Gillies.

The whisky is a single bot-

tling from a single cask, at cask 
strength, distilled at Ardbeg in 
1974.

It sold for £27,000 at an auction, 
in aid of St Columba’s Hospice, 

in Edinburgh earlier this month.
Maeve said: ‘I was honoured 

to be asked to design this very 
important bottle. 

‘St Columba is one of Scot-
land’s most important saints, 

Celtic-inspired creation. 
‘The outstanding craftsman-

ship and materials, unique story 
and content of this bottle will en-
sure it becomes a highly-prized 
possession of one lucky bidder.’

The Aoibhinn bottle is cre-
ated from hand-blown glass with 
genuine sterling silver that has 
been raised, chased, pierced and 
engraved by expert craftsmen 
using ancient silversmithing 
techniques. 

Whisky auction bid boosts charity by £27,000
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Horror film maker 
chooses Dalavich

20th birthday for  
school building at 
Benderloch

Oban man 
remanded on 
assault charge

Oban man accused 
of throwing bottle 
at woman

Tumour 

The Oban Times

Fundraising appeal has been launched for Ciara Caskie Allan. 

Twelve-year old aims for Oklahoma in search of cancer cure

Tablets recovered

The Oban 
Times

Keynote speakers at the supply chain 
event at Dunstaffnage, from left: 

Andrew MacDonald, Alan Mortimer and 
Robert Pollock. 16_t44renewables01

Proposed and approved sites of renewable energy projects off the west coast.

Argyll could 
be world 
leader say 
energy experts
‘Argyll has it all and I think the area could become       

a leading hub of renewable energy in Europe.’

the Sound of Islay 

project is a source of job 

creation for all Argyll

Robert Pollock   
Argyll and Bute Council

Sexual offence charges

Charles Steuart Fothringham, left, and daughter Cecilia open the 
car park as David Colthart, centre, and Dr Iain McNicol look on. 

Mull Progressive Care Centre
Craignure, Isle of Mull

Open Days
Tuesday 6 November 2012   -  11 am – 9 pm

Wednesday 7 November 2012  -  10 am – 4 pm
Come along and see the new facility 

All welcome

Reshaping Care for Older People
Tuesday 6 November 2012

Presentations By Pat Tyrrell, Lead Nurse for 
Argyll & Bute CHP and Anne Austin, Service 

Manager, Argyll & Bute Council
at:- 11.30 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 5 pm and 7 pm

Find out about Reshaping Care for Older People 
and hear what services are available

Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NZ
Tel/Fax 01631 564443

FRENCH
OAK
TUSCANY 
RANGE

Only

Only

COME AND DISCOVER OUR AMAZING DEALS

PRESTON DOUBLE
ORTHOPAEDIC BED

Strong appeal
• Framed 12.5 
  gauge spring 
  unit
• Knitted fabric 
  mattress top
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Morvern Lines

THERE IS a monument in Morvern standing not far from Kiel 
Church. It commemorates the most famous family of ministers 
in Scotland – the Macleods of Fuinary of whom a local 19th cen-
tury Gaelic bard wrote: ‘Fionnairidh nan uaislean ainmeil, bu 
tric a’ Banrigh ‘nan seanchas, cha robh teaglach eile an Albainn 
dheanadh searmoin ruibh an crannaig’ (Fiunary of renowned 
noblemen with whom the Queen often conversed, there was not 
another family in Scotland who could match you in preaching 
from a pulpit.) 

This remarkable family has given more than 550 years of 
ordained service to the church. It has produced no less than six 
moderators of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
seven doctors of divinity, two deans of the Chapel Royal, two 
deans of the Most Ancient and Noble Order of the Thistle, four 
Royal chaplains and the founder of the Iona Community. 

The Fuinary family tree is a long and distinguished one. 
Norman (1783-1862) devoted himself to the welfare of his 

fellow Highlanders in a way that has no parallel in modern 
history. 

He is best remembered for organising relief during the distress 
of the potato famines of 1836-37 and 1847, which earned him the 
title ‘Caraid nan Gaidheal’ – Friend of the Highlander. 

During these hard times he visited England and addressed 
several meetings in order to raise money for the inhabitants of 
the Highlands and islands who were dying of starvation. 

A speech that he made in Exeter Town Hall was so powerful 
and full of passion that before the room was cleared he raised 
£10,000 (equivalent to £750,000 in today’s money) for this 
purpose. 

His brother Dr John (1801-82) was minister of Morvern for 58 
years. As a Gaelic author and composer John had no equal.  His 
name was a household word in Argyll, where it was said every 
inhabitant was proud of him. 

Now with that reputation you would have thought the Macleod 
memorial would be a well cared for national monument. Not a 
bit of it. The paint is peeling off, the stonework is cracked and 
crumbling and the railings are rusting. 

The lettering on the commemorative tablets is barely legible 
and there are weeds growing out of its walls. The Kirk Session 
explains that it is a private monument and will have nothing to 
do with it.

The Church of Scotland in George Street said it has no money 
and does not wish to set a precedent. The local authority shows 
no interest.

Lines from Psalm 103 carved on its face and now barely rec-

gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.’
Indeed, but how short the memory. Is there no one in today’s 

Gaidhealtachd left to step up to the plate? 

IN 10 days time, on Remembrance Sunday, in churches and war 
memorials all over Britain and the Commonwealth, millions 
will fall silent to remember the men and women who were killed 

Some 144 men from Morvern – a high percentage of the adult 
male population - answered the call in the First World War. Only 
111 returned, the 33 who died leaving a huge gap from which the 
parish has never recovered.

I have no record of how many men and women enlisted in the 
Second World War, but nine more men were lost to us, never to 
celebrate victory over fascism.

All these names are commemorated on war memorials at Lo-
chaline and Ferenish and on special plaques and scrolls in Kiel 
Church and Drimnin Village Hall. Gus am Bris an La (Until the 
Day Breaks…) 

                                                                             Iain Thornber

The Macleods of Fuinary monument near Keil Church: in a 
scandalous state of disrepair f44fuinary1no

Windfarm company 
denies community 
funding problems
GreenPower director refutes  
rumours over community cash

is erected at the Carraig Ghael 
windfarm site, the company be-
hind the project has been forced 
to deny rumours it cannot afford 

GreenPower will construct a 
20-turbine, 46MW windfarm 
at the site above Inverinan 
Forest, between Kilchrenan and 
Dalavich.

The project is on course to 

Speculation 
However, local speculation has 

suggested Green Power Carraig 
Gheal Ltd will not put in place 

amid rumours of the company’s 

John Morgan, a director of 
Green Power refuted the claims, 
stating: ‘There is a commitment 
which Green Power Carraig 
Gheal Ltd will honour to estab-
lish a fund working in partner-
ship with local communities.

‘The mechanics of how this 
will work will be the subject 

of consultation and negotiation 
with community councils and 
other local stakeholder groups 
in the months ahead.’  

Environmental impact 
He added: ‘There is no truth 

whatsoever in the speculation 
that the company is going bust.’

It has been a long journey 

planning submission back in 
2004 until now and controversy 
has followed the Carraig Gheal 
project since the beginning. 

Local residents and com-
munity bodies blame the lack 
of communication from Green 
Power for the rumours and 
speculation but also have con-
cerns over the environment.

However, Green Power Car-
raig Gheal Ltd has maintained 
the services of an environmen-
tal clerk of works throughout 
the West Loch Awe Timber 
Haulage Route works.

The clerk has provided guid-
ance to the civil contractor, 
CA Blackwell, in respect of all 

relevant environmental impact, 
working closely with CA Black-
well’s own advisors.

Mr Morgan said: ‘I hope that 
the positive aspects of the Car-
raig Gheal project will outweigh 

arise when a project of this scale 
is being delivered.

‘In my experience the rela-
tionships between the project 
and local stakeholders has been 
positive and we have found 
Argyll to be a good place to do 
business.

‘Early next year Carraig Gheal 
will swell Argyll’s contribution 
to Scotland’s renewables capac-
ity, which in 2011 alone dis-
placed more than 8m tonnes of 
CO2 from electricity generation 
in the UK.’

The towers for the turbine 
were manufactured at Wind 
Towers Ltd in Machrihanish, 
w i t h c o m p o n e n t s m a k i n g 
the journey onto the site via 
the dedicated 35km long West 
Loch Awe Timber Haul Route.

The first turbine is erected at the Carraig Ghael windfarm site.

BANAVIE Primary School pu-
pil council did their bit to help 
the country’s animals in need 
when they handed over £100 
to the Scottish SPCA at school 
assembly on Friday.

The money came from fun-

draising activities and events 
organised throughout the year 
by the children.

Carol Dyer, who is based in 
Inverness, accepted the cheque 
on behalf of the charity.

She told The Oban Times at 
the presentation ceremony: ‘We 
really do appreciate all the peo-
ple who fundraise for for us.

‘It helps Scotland’s animals 
immensely, both locally and 
nationally.’

Banavie Primary School pupil council present £100 to Scottish SPCA education officer Carol Dyer 
20_f44banavie01

THE PUBLIC hearing for a proposed 

to say ‘thank you’ to local supporters.
The Scottish Salmon Company 

(SSC) has welcomed the opportunity 
to present its plans for a new salmon 
farm at Gometra at a public meeting on 
November 5.

Recommended 
The application for the farm was rec-

ommended for approval by the council 

meeting because of ‘local interest’.
At the event, which will be held at 

Dervaig Village Hall, SSC will present 
its proposals including ‘the need for 
development and the company’s envi-
ronmental credentials’.

Stewart McLelland, SSC’s chief 

public meeting as an ‘opportunity to 
express his thanks to local supporters’.

He added: ‘Many islanders have 
recognised the social and economic 

area and we have been overwhelmed 
by the local support for our plans at 
Gometra. 

‘We are committed to delivering 
economic, environmental and social 
sustainability and I welcome the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate this at the public 
meeting. 

‘Over the course of the application 
process, SSC has made new friends on 
Mull and we hope to continue to develop 
our business in such a way as to bring 
advantages to the island community.’

But Roc Sandford, who owns and 

farm would ‘devastate the experience 
of living on the island’ and if it was 

taken away’.
He said: ‘If this ill-sited salmon farm 

goes ahead, it will compromise our 
truly fragile and remote community’s 
lifeline access to schools and A&E, es-
pecially in foul weather when it blocks 
our coast hugging route to Mull in the 
lee of Gometra.  I cannot believe Argyll 
and Bute planning committee would 
be irresponsible enough to put our 
lives at risk in this way. I understand 
councillors are not planning to visit the 
community before taking a decision on 
the proposal.

‘The SSC’s landscape and visual 
impact assessment, on which SNH 
based their unusual decision to drop 
objections on landscape grounds, is 
misleading, missing out as it does the 
three principal landscape receptors 
from any rigorous analysis.  

‘I have drawn SNHs attention to this, 
and I trust they will request a rerun.’

Salmon company to say 
thanks to supporters on Mull

Banavie pupils boost animal charity

PEOPLE throughout the west coast are being 
offered the services of a solicitor for free in 
exchange for a donation to charity.

November is the month of Will Aid where four 
local solicitors have signed up to make wills or 
amend them for free. Locals are being urged to 
take up this offer, not only giving them peace of 
mind, but helping charities at the same time.

Shirley Marsland of Will Aid said: ‘Making a 
will is one of the most considerate things you 
can do for your loved ones. If you act now to 
make a will with a Will Aid solicitor, not only 
will your family thank you, but so will nine of 
the UK’s best loved charities.’

The offer is only available for November so 
people who are interested are urged to make an 
appointment soon due to the popularity of the 
scheme.

Money raised will be shared between Action-
Aid, Age UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, 
NSPCC, Save the Children, Sightsavers, SCIAF 
and Trocaire.

The suggested donation is £90 for a single 
will, £135 for a pair of mirror wills or £40 for a 
change to an existing will. 

Participating solicitors include E Thornton & 
Co, D M MacKinnon WS and Stevenson Ken-
nedy Ltd in Oban and McIntyre & Co in Fort 
William. 

A full list can be found at www.willaid.org.
uk.

Make a will - make a 
donation to charity

Skye-based  otter charity 
wins international award

Dyslexia meeting in Lochaber

A former Mull woman was the winner of the top solo singing prize for learners, the silver pendant, 
at this year’s Royal National Mòd in Dunoon. Jennifer Campbell is now a deputy head teacher 
at Meadowburn Primary School, where she enlisted the help of the Gaelic medium teachers in 

preparation for competitions. The 34 year old is the daughter of Iain and Janet Campbell, Tober-
mory. Donna Dugdale, who is also from Mull, was runner-up in the silver pendant. Photo: Graham Hood

ASSESSING children with pos-
sible dyslexia will be the focus of 
a public meeting in Fort William 
next Thursday.

Highland Council’s Berna-

additional support for learning 
and early years, will be the main 
speaker at the Dyslexia Scotland 
Lochaber-organised event.  

Dyslexia Scotland Loch-
aber (DSL) chair Liz Tangney, 
a senior nurse at the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William said: 
‘This is an important subject as 
early assessment and support 
can prevent educational and 

‘The assessment process can 

I expect there will be a lot of 
interest in this meeting.’

The meeting, part of Dyslexia 
Awareness Week, is being held 
in An Cala, West Highland Col-
lege (opposite Morrison’s petrol 
station) at 7pm. All are welcome 
to attend. No booking needed.

DSL and Lochaber High 
School are already running a 
groundbreaking project through 
which pupils with reading dif-

unique podcasts of audio revi-
sion notes for Standard Grade 
and Higher exams.

A FORT William teenager has 
admitted threatening to kill 

Appearing at Fort William 
Sheriff Court from custody, 
Luke Mobsby, 18, pled guilty to 
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner by shouting, 
swearing, spitting and making 

Fiscal Alison Wylie said 
Mobsby, of Caberfeidh, Fas-
sifern Road, was ‘extremely 
inebriated’ during the incidents, 
which occurred at Fort William 
Police Station at around 6am on 
October 26. He was remanded in 
custody, with sentence deferred 
until November 21 for reports.

Teenager threatens 
to kill police officers

ROCK LEGEND Brian May 
has presented a Skye-based otter 
welfare charity with a major 
conservation award.

Queen lead guitarist May, 

founder of the Save Me animal 
welfare campaign, gave the 
International Otter Survival 
Fund (IOSF) the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare’s 

(IFAW) conservation award at a 
reception at the House of Lords 
last Tuesday.

IOSF, which operates one of 
the world’s leading otter chari-
ties from Broadford, Isle of Skye 
was honoured for its work both 
in Scotland and worldwide.  

IFAW recognises outstanding 
achievements annually through 
its Animal Action Awards.

International Otter Survival 
Fund director and co-founder 
Grace Yoxon travelled to London 
to receive the accolade.

She told The Oban Times: ‘It 
was a nice shock. 

‘We are thrilled that IOSF’s 
work is being recognised in this 
way and look forward to doing 
more for otters throughout the 
world.

‘Often people don’t think 
about otters in terms of their 
importance to the environment, 
but because they are at the top of 
the food chain, they are a very 
good indicator of the health of 
local ecosystems.’

The IOSF celebrates its 20th 
anniversary next year.

Queen guitar legend Brian May joins Grace Yoxon as she is 
presented with the IFAW award at the House of Lords from 

Baroness Gale. Robbie Marsland, country director of IFAW UK, is 
pictured right. f44otters1no
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TWO WAYS TO SAVE ON 
YOUR ENERGY BILLS!

CALL OUR 
FREE 24 HR 
NATIONWIDE 
HOTLINE:

0800 0098 189
www.theadvancedgroup.co.ukTHE ENERGY SAVING SPECIALIST

MCS 
certificate 
number: 
NIC 2247

THE MOST EFFICIENT 
WOOD BURNING 
STOVE IN THE WORLD
BROUGHT TO YOU 
THROUGH ADVANCED

SOLAR PANELS

£4995
FULLY FITTED 

& ACCREDITED

4KW INSTALLATION 
WAS £14,000
NOW FOR A LIMITED 
TIME ONLY YOU CAN 

HAVE THE EXACT SAME 
INSTALLATION FOR...

Figures based on a south facing roof. Electricity 
prices of £0.12/unit. Feed in tariff of £0.16/unit. 
System size 1.4kW to 4kW based on 60% usage.

IN 

NOW!

12% RETURN ON 
YOUR INVESTMENT

FREE ELECTRICITY

365 DAYS

A YEAR!

NOW

AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR 

CONSERVATORY!

A 58-YEAR-old man was 
banned from driving for four 
years at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court last week after admitting 
being three times the legal drink 
drive limit when on Islay.

Richard Greenwell of 32 
Lancaster Street, Newcastle 
pled guilty to having 106mcg of 
alcohol in 100ml of breath. The 
legal limit is 35mcg.

The offence took place on 
October 17 near Bridgend, Islay.

As well as disqualifying 
Greenwell, Sheriff Ruth Ander-

AN ISLAY teenager admitted 
assaulting a pensioner when 
he appeared at Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court last week.

Eighteen-year-old Scott 
McGurn, of 11 Bayview, Port El-
len, pled guilty to assaulting the 
72-year-old man at an address on 
Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, 
on July 20 this year.

He also admitted driving a car 
without the owner’s permission, 
without a valid licence and with 
no insurance on October 21 in 
Port Ellen’s Lennox Street.

Sentence was deferred until 
November 22 for reports.

DRIVING at nearly twice the 
legal alcohol limit saw an Islay 

years.
John Paterson, 32, of 13 

Laoigan Place, Keils admitted 
driving with 61mcg of alcohol 
in 100ml of breath on the A846 
near to Machrie Hotel, Port 
Ellen, on August 11. The legal 
limit is 35mcg.

At Campbeltown Sheriff Court 
last week Sheriff Ruth Anderson 

has previous drink driving con-

him on a 12-month community 
payback order and ordered him 
to carry out 100 hours of unpaid 
work.

Sentence was previously 
deferred for reports.

Islay man given 
five year drink 
driving ban

Island teenager 
assaulted 72-year-
old pensioner

Drink driver 
banned for 
four years at 
Campbeltown

Road   Current limit Proposed limit
1 A828 Creagan Bridge to Appin 60   50
2 A828 Appin to Portnacroish  60  50
3 A828 Duror to Kentallen  60  50

5 A830 Lochialort   60  50
6 A82 Tarbet to Inverarnan  60  50
7 A82 S. Ballachulish Roundabout to B863 60  50
8 A82 B863 to Onich  60  50
9 A82 Onich to Achitore Rd  60  50

11 A82 Longman Road  70  30
12 A83 Furnace to Cumlodden  60  50
13 A83 Cumlodden  60  50
14 A83 Ardrishaig south to Tarbert 60  50
15 A85 Crieff to Comrie  60  50
16 A85 Comrie to St Fillans east 60  50
17 A85 Area boundary to Lochearnhead 60  50
18 A85 Lochearnhead to Lixtoll 60  50
19 A85 Taynuilt to Connel east  60  50
20 A87 Invergarry to Viewpoint 60  50
21 A87 Cluanie Inn to Kintail Lodge 60  50

22 A828 Duror   40   50
23 A830 Arisaig east   40  60
24 A830 Arisaig   30  40
25 A830 Arisaig west  40  60
26 A84 Doune    30   40
27 A84 Strathyre south  40   50 
28 A85 Lochawe   30   40 
29 A85 Taynuilt   30   40 
30 A87 Inverinate east  40  50 
31 A87 Breakish    40   50 
32 A87 Kensaleyre   40   50 
33 A87 Uig 40 east   40   50 
34 A87 Uig 30 east   30   40

A REVIEW into speed limits 
across the Highlands and 
Islands has caused outrage 
among smaller communities, as 
it suggests increasing the speed 

while reducing the limit on trunk 
roads.

Transport Scotland’s Speed 
Limit Review has highlighted 
44 roads where a speed decrease 
would be suitable and will move 

Orders to begin altering these as 
early as the end of this year.

However, there are no plans 
yet in place to promote the 23 
suggested speed limit increases, 
until consultation with the po-
lice and local communities are 
carried out. Transport Scotland 
says the reason for increasing 
the speed limits in some built up 
areas is that drivers will be more 
likely to comply.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
described some of the measures 
as ‘madness’.

Among the suggestions 
mooted is an increase in speed 
through the villages of Lochawe 
and Taynuilt, from 30mph to 
40mph, while decreasing the 
trunk road speed on the A85, 
between Taynuilt and Connel, 
by 10mph.

Communities
hit out at 
speed review
 ‘Madness’ says Argyll and Bute MP

Taynuilt Community Council 
chairman Murray Sim said: 
‘Increasing the speed limit 
in Taynuilt is ridiculous and 
reducing the trunk road speed 
between Taynuilt and Connel to 
50mph is just crazy. 

‘Who is going to stick to that?
‘Drivers already speed through 

Taynuilt and if we increase the 
limit, who knows how bad it will 
get?’

Mr Reid said: ‘Road safety is 
vitally important and I think it 
would be madness to increase 

the speed limit to 40mph through 
Lochawe and Taynuilt. 

‘This is only going to put 
pedestrians’ safety at risk. I have 
written to the Scottish Govern-
ment calling on them to abandon 
these speed limit increases.’

Accidents 
However, Mr Reid did welcome 

the proposal to cut the speed 
limit from 60mph to 50mph 
on the A828 between Creagan 
Bridge and Appin, where there 
have been a number of fatal road 
accidents in recent times.

In Lochaber, Arisaig Com-
munity Council (ACC) secretary 
Maureen MacCall questioned 
proposals to increase the speed 
limit on the A830 outside the 
village from 30mph to 40mph.

She said: ‘We are rather pleased 
to see the speed limit going down 
to 50mph around Lochailort, it’s 
the sensible thing to do. It’s more 
of a realistic speed limit for that 
section of road.

‘We’re not so happy they want 
to put up the speed at Arisaig 
because people have to cross the 

road to get to the station.’
East of Arisaig will see the 

speed limit increased from 
40mph to 60mph. The report also 
recommends reducing 60mph 
section of the A82 between the 
Ballachulish roundabout and 
Fort William to 50mph. 

Campaigning 
Nether Lochaber Community 

Council chairman Iain Jenner 
said locals had been campaign-
ing for a speed reduction for past 
10 years.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It is 

along the lines of what I thought 
would happen. But I’m slightly 
disappointed they have not 
extended the 40mph zone that 
already exists in Onich up to the 
Corran Ferry.’

Benderloch-based road safety 
campaigner Cecil Ritchie said: 
‘Changing speed limits is not 
going to do much for road safety 
because you are not addressing 
the cause. 

‘The key is getting back to 
basics and focusing on driver 
education.’

Reducing the trunk 
road speed between 
Taynuilt and Connel 
to 50mph is just 
crazy.
Taynuilt Community 
Council chairman 
Murray Sim
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HIGHLAND Council has 
launched a new £750,000 drive 
to give unemployed people in 
the region the skills they need 

Inverness company the Shirlie 

Out’ professional and advisory 
service across the Highlands, 
except in Caithness and Suth-

Life Skills Central Ltd will 

Six tenders were received 
for the £724,825 contract for 

in regular, programmed occu-
pational activity while making 

changes in other parts of their 
lives that will help lead to 

-

 Help participants develop 
personal routines and work 

-
ment

through practical work and 

training over time
 Create equality of access 

-

for a further two years, cash 

Council and the European 

Highland launches new £750,000 skills project to aid unemployment

– especially during competitive 
weekend events – are causing 

-

and Fort William FC chairman 

video-link conference last 

-
tish transport minister Keith 

maintenance chief Graham 

-

at the West Highland College 

at Saturday cycling events was 
causing hold ups in getting to 

hour extra to get to away games 

enough or stewarded well 

million miles per annum and 

-
clists are not using local cycling 

over cyclists that do not have 

with organisations managing 
events and we need commu-
nication from them on how an 

the commercial road users in 

Erosion of nearside verges 
and overgrown vegetation 
along roadsides were additional 

and verge maintenance – with-
out that you are not going to 

deserve good roads and well-

proper lights and that is a police 

happy to take that up with local 

respond rapidly to reports of 

telephone and we will try to cut 

Commerce organised the con-Haulage company boss Ali Ferguson raised safety fears over 
cyclists and poorly maintained roadside verges 20_f44ally01

Fort William FC chairman Derek MacGillivray claimed cycling 
events were delaying journeys to away matches 20_f44derek01

Increasing number of cyclists on 
A82 causing serious safety concerns

Lochaber video-link conference message to 

Scottish transport minister Keith Brown: 

‘We deserve good and well-maintained roads.’

EXCLUSIVE

A LONDON councillor has 
admitted drink driving in Fort 

Road, Woodford Green pled 

Goody was found to have 
49 microgrammes of alcohol 

deferred sentencing Goody 

year-old to make a personal 
appearance at Fort William 

London councillor 
ordered to come to 
Fort William court

William pink next week in aid 

include a competition for the 

Fundraising packs and ideas 
for individuals who want to do 
their own fundraising are avail-

Chairman Adam Ramsey 

thank the people of Fort Wil-
liam for their tremendous gen-
erosity in helping us achieve 

light of the current economic 

Charity aims to 
turn Lochaber pink

AN INVERGARRY man who 
drunkenly assaulting his partner 
during an argument in their 

Crescent, admitted seizing the 

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 

Invergarry man 
told to behave

CORPACH author David Cargill 
will launch his second novel 
in Caol Community Centre on 

And magical mystery thriller 

rousing send-off – the Great 
Glen Swing Band, conducted 

as a writer, and early indications 
-

Despite his comparatively 
advanced years, the sprightly 
former principal teacher of PE 

no intentions of putting his pen 
down – he is already working 

always wanted to do this and it is 

William interest in Gauntlet of 

main character] has to come 

David Cargill will be launching 
his second novel in Caol Com-
munity Centre on November 

11. 20_f44david01

Corpach author to 
launch his second 
novel at Caol

A PENSIONER has denied doz-

Road to the Isles, causing her to 

Road, Spalding, Lincolnshire 
pled not guilty to driving danger-
ously one mile west of Corpach 

of falling asleep, allowing the 
car to cross into the opposite 
carriageway, striking the grass 
verge, leaving the road and com-

Pensioner 
denies charge of
dangerous driving

LOCHABER Artistic Rolling 

Wheels’ show in the Nevis Cen-

All funds raised on night, 
which will feature a spectacular warning to motorists of an increased risk of deer on 

-

‘Silver Wheels’ 
skate into centre

‘A number of near 
misses on the A82’

KINLOCHLEVEN’S newest 

-
leven Primary School pupils as 
well as local adults and includes 

the lifecycles of the salmon and 

-

the river have played in the local 

from Heritage Lottery Fund 

LEADER for the trail, took the 
schoolchildren for an exclusive 

A striking sculpture of a sea 

Roper, is one of the highlights 
of the trail, which also features 
markers posts, interpretation 

in the village involved with 
the history of the river and do 

locals and hopefully it will get 

Kinlochleven Primary pupils get stuck into their designs for the 
new salmon trail - f44trail1no

Kinlochleven District Angling 

told The Oban Times the trail 
-

as to the plight our river has 

Kinlochleven community 

sea cadet unit recently came 

gala with an impressive haul of 

cadets formed part of the High-

and raced against hundreds of 
cadets from all over Scotland 

won an individual gold and two 

team golds and two individual 
silver medals, Cadet Connor 
Cann won a team gold and 

Overall, the Highland team 
came second in the competi-

and instructors for their support 

-

against some very strong teams 

and Paul and Ann Whyton, our 

staff at the Fort William swim-
ming pool for all their help and 

a lot of people working together 
and it certainly seems to have 

particularly keen to recruit 

Fort William Cadet Centre on 

Sarah Whyton and Margaret Maciver, third and fourth from left, back row, and William and Connor 
Cann, second left and right in front row, celebrate their success with the Highland District Swim-

ming Team. 

gold and silver at 
national swimming gala
Highland team come second

More deer on road warning

Onich man denies 
Kinlochleven 
assault

Corpach man 
denies bus threat
A CORPACH man has denied 

a charge of careless driving at 

carriageway of the A82 from the 

Smith will stand trial at Fort 

AN ONICH man has denied 
assaulting two women and a 
man during an incident in Kin-

Cottage, Onich, pled not guilty 
to stamping on the head and 

unconscious at an address on 

of acting in a threatening and 

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Down Your WayN. BALLACHULISH

SABHAL Mòr Ostaig (SMO), 
the Gaelic college on Skye, 
has taken possession of a new 
seven-seater car gifted by Calor 
Scotland.

The company, which has close 
links with the college, donated 

the LPG-powered Mazda CX-7 
to help it cut CO2 emissions 
by 20 per cent before 2015, as 
outlined in its carbon reduction 
plan.  LPG is 40 per cent cheaper 
than petrol and produces far 
lower harmful emissions than 

vehicles using traditional fuels.
Donnie Munro of SMO said 

the new vehicle would be ‘im-
mensely useful’ to both staff 
and students. 

He said: ‘What is particularly 
pleasing also is that this repre-

sents a further strengthening 
of the productive relationship 
we have enjoyed with Calor 
Scotland over the last 10 years 
- and which both parties are 
committed to developing fur-
ther in future years.’

Donnie Munro of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig receiving car keys for the new Mazda from Alistair Todd of Calor Scotland

Calor Gas gifts ‘green’ car to Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

THE LOCH Leven Hotel in 
North Ballachulish has been 
put up for sale.

Current owner Hilary 
Wilson has had the hotel 
for the past 12 years and 
is now looking to retire.
The 17th century inn, which 
stands above the former north-
ern slipway of the Ballachulish 
ferry, is on the market for 
£595,000.

Ballachulish Primary received £300 worth of books in commission after 
a successful book fair at the school. The P7 pupils organised and ran the 

week-long fair and managed to sell £600 of books to parents and locals who 
attended the event.  

INVERGARRY woman Karen 
Campbell welcomed 22 local 
residents to her home for the 
recent Macmillan’s ‘World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning’ - and 
raised £348.

Cake sales raised £53 with a 
further £295 from donations. 

Karen said: ‘I was blown 
away by the effort and gen-
erosity of everyone involved. 
The fantastic total of £348 will 
buy 14 hours of a Macmillan 
nurse.’

She added: ‘I’d like to thank 
everyone who came and gave 
so generously. And also to 
those who couldn’t make it but 
were equally generous with 
their ovens and purses.’

INVERGARRY

ARISAIG
ARISAIG Community Council 
held their October meeting in 
Astley Hall recently. 

Among the issues discussed 
were:

- The situation regarding the 
path to the cemetery through 
the churchyard was seen as 
unacceptable. Alistair Stewart 
of Highland Council will be 
contacted to see if anything can 
be done to improve matters.

- Fireworks have been or-

notice has gone out in West 
Word asking for wood only to 

The donation boxes have been 
placed in the Spar and the Post 

place on Monday.
- Czech Consul Paul Millar 

will be contacted to see if there 
are any plans for the Czech 
Memorial on November 11. 
ACC will place a wreath there.

- New drawings of the 
planned alteration in the path 
to the school were delivered 
last week. They were deemed 
unsatisfactory as they only 
showed the planned dropped 
kerb at the church end of the 
path and not down its full 
length. Cllr Henderson has 
been talking to Highland 
Council’s Sam MacNaughton 
about this and Cllr Clark said 
he would talk to TEC Services 
about the considerable delays 
in the processing of changes 
asked for by the Community 
Council.

- ACC will question Transport 
Scotland’s decision to increase 
the speed limit on the A830 at 
Arisaig from 30mph to 40mph.

 The next ACC meeting will 
be on Monday November 19.

LOCHALSH
HIGHLAND Council has put a 
former residential care home in 
Lochalsh up for sale.

Graham House in Dornie, 
which closed early last year, 
has already been the focus 
of efforts to establish an arts 
centre there. 

PORTREE
ARTIST Nicky Bird will be the 

ATLAS ‘Talking Art’ series in 
Portree on Saturday, November 
10.

Bird, who works with found 
photographs, will consider their 
relevance today and explore the 

Recent works include ‘Archae-
ology of the Ordinary’, a project 
exploring the history of rural 
life in East Lothian by looking at 
marks left by itinerant workers 
on the local architecture and 
landscape. Bird is a part-time 
PhD co-coordinator at Glasgow 
School of Art. 

Atlas director Emma Nicolson 
said: ‘The series has given us 
the opportunity to bring seven 
artists at the cutting edge of 
contemporary art to the area.’

All are welcome to the event at 
Tigh-naSgire, Park Lane, from 
2-3pm.

Spean Bridge Primary School’s successful mountain bike club Spean Speedy Bikers enjoyed an outing to Wolftrax at Laggan recently.
‘We were made very welcome by all the staff,’ said head teacher Kare MacGillivray, who thanked the owners of the cafe/bike hire 

centre at Wolftrax, who have decided to give up the venture, for ‘a brilliant time’. Spean Speedy Bikers meets every Wednesday with 
separate sessions for P1-3 and P4-7 pupils.   

GLEN NEVIS
THE NEVIS Partnership is 

the curling ponds area near 
Nevis Bridge on November 18.

Friends of Nevis (FoN) kick-
started the regeneration of the 

clearing shrubs before contrac-
tors got on site. It installed 
benches and tables this summer 
and continues to maintain the 
area. 

FoN is holding its annual 
‘autumn litter pick and curling 
ponds tidy-up’ahead of the open-
ing at 3.30pm. All supporters 
and members are invited to both 
events. To register in advance, 
call 01397 701901.

A RECENT meeting of the 
Taynuilt branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Institute (SWRI) 
welcomed over 20 people includ-
ing two new members.

Those in attendance were 
greeted by president, Mrs Jessie 
Servant, at Taynuilt Village Hall 
on October 10.

A demonstration on the prepa-
ration and baking of viennese 

was given by Myra MacDougall 
and Jessie MacKenzie.

The women also handed out 
recipes sheets and gave great 
tips. This was followed by a 
tasting of the baking. 

A vote of thanks was given 
and a tea was served, provided 
by Alice Campbell and Jane 
Gillies.

Competitions included six 
cheese straws in which Doreen 

Cathy Potter.
Doreen Penswick also won the 

in eggcup with Alice Campbell 
second and Ann Sutherland in 
third place. 

TAYNUILT

A WINTER wonderland charity 
fun day is to take place at the 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary in 
the middle of November.

The sanctuary, in Barcaldine, 
is hosting the annual event on 
November 18. 

It will feature an indoor mar-
ket, craft fair and lots of fun for 
children.

The same event last year at-
tracted more that 1,000 people 
through the doors of the centre 
and it is hoped to repeat this 
success.

Tables are still available for 
organisations who wish to take 
part in the event which is being 
held in aid of Merlin Magic 
Wand.

BECAUSE of the good turnout at 
a whist drive held recently in Kil-
chrenan Village hall, it has been 
decided, by special requests, 
that a whist drive be held every 
month.  The next one will take 
place at the end of November.
Winners of October’s whist 
drive were:
Ladies - 1 Margaret-Ann Nicol-
son, Kilchrenan; 2 Peggy Mac-
Intyre, Dalavich; Consolation 
- Joyce McDougal, Kilchrenan.
Gents - 1 David Watson, 
Dalavich; 2 John Ross, Taynuilt;
Consolation - Hugh Nicolson, 
Kilchrenan.

Proceeds of the evening were 
for the Dalavich and Kilchrenan 
churches.

KILCHRENAN

BARCALDINE

CHILDREN on the Isle of Luing 

Staff at Luing Primary School 
said the pit has been a ‘major 
project’ which all of the children 
worked on together.

The youngsters were assisted 
by Clare, the early level worker 
and Jon and Watson, two mem-
bers of the Luing community. 

Annette MacKenzie, a friend 
of the school, donated the 
cauldron and the wood for the 

Commission. 
The whole school community 

was involved in a full risk as-

was ignited and children really 
enjoyed singing, talking and eat-

LUING

Children on Luing enjoy their fire pit

Lochaweside and Dalmally

PLAYERS from Glenorchy Shinty Club have entered the 

members of the public an opportunity to ask questions 

THE FIRST meeting of the Lochawe SWRI was held in Lo-
chawe Village Hall.

Speaker for the evening, on October 3, was Liz Weston, who 
was an Evelyn Baxter Scholar in 2009.

She gave a very interesting talk on her time travelling around 
Scottish institutes during her time as a Baxter scholar.

Liz also brought some of her very beautiful items of patch-
work, especially the Japanese style. There were many other 

high standard.
All members present were amazed at the volume of work 

presented by this talented lady.
An excellent tea was provided by hostesses for the evening, 

Christine Milne and Jean Wylie.
Competition: Chocolate orange drizzle cake: J Ogden, gold; P 

McLeod, V Williams and A Hay, all silver.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 7 

in Lochawe Village Hall from 7.30pm. 
All visitors welcome.

Next week 
Down Your Way 

visits Ballachulish 
with Steven Norris and Richard Haddock 

email fort@obantimes.co.uk                         
  or telephone 01397 703003

A NEW six-month session of 
Gaelic classes has just started in 
Fionnphort on the Isle of Mull.

The lessons, taught in the Ùl-
pan format, are made up of 144 
units with additional revision 
sessions.

Ùlpan is described as a ‘fast 
and effective’ way to learn a 
language having been used for 
over 50 years to great effect in 
Israel.

The Gaelic classes will be 
held in Creich Hall, Fionnphort 
between 7pm and 8.30pm from 
October 30, 2012 to April 23, 
next year.

FIONNPHORT

A CHARITABLE Trust which was 
created by the 6th Marquess of Bute 
in 1989 with the purpose of entrust-
ing the historic buildings, lands and 
resources of the Isle of  Bute is to 
appoint additional directors. 

The Mount Stuart Trust says that it 

the board of directors will be made in 
mid-December, including a number 
from the island’s community. These 

its primary objectives in the further-
ance of the arts, culture, heritage and 
science and will emphasise the close 
links between the trust and the wider 
Bute community. The over-riding 
purpose of the trust is the preserva-
tion of Mount Stuart, seen  as an 
important part of Scotland’s heritage, 

a major employer and visitor draw 
for the island of Bute, for the public 

Connie Lovel, chief executive of 
the Mount Stuart Trust said: ‘The 
trust is primarily in existence to 
ensure that Mount Stuart, one of the 
world’s great houses, is preserved for 

geared towards delivering that public 

strategy we will be appointing new 
members to the board of directors 

we believe will assist the trust in 
achieving its objectives.  We welcome 
representation on the board from 
those living or working on Bute and 
who will take on the responsibility of 
being charity trustees.’ 

Mount Stuart receives more than 
30,000 visitors each year and has had 
over 500,000 visitors since opening. 

BUTE

IONA

School pupils on Iona are proving the old toys really are the best 
with their latest craze. Head teacher Elizabeth Kennedy said: 

‘Last year the pupils rediscovered hula hoops and this year they 
are having fantastic fun and getting a tremendous amount of 
exercise on space hoppers.  Even the pre-five group have got 
their own and when the weather is fine everyone can be seen 

having fun and games.’

DALRANNOCH Farm will this 
weekend host its annual commu-

together with its kids’ frightful 
fancy dress party.

The Barcaldine Community 

going off at 7.15pm.  
Visitors are asked not to bring 

-
minded that parking is limited.

DALMALLY Golf Club marked its 25th anniversary in style 
last Saturday with a dinner in the Dalmally Community Hall.

Ninety guests were treated to a meal, courtesy of chefs and 
club members Sean Squire and Gerry Davies, and entertain-
ment from Paddy Shaw’s Wee Band.

A highly anticipated prize draw, which included a Ping putter, 
a meal for four at the Manor House and a 26-year-old malt 
whisky were among the 12 prizes on offer.

As the rain poured down outside the hall, founding member 
Calum MacFarlane-Barrow spoke of the early years, making 

looking at that bonnie bit of ground where the course is today. 
Some people had the audacity to call it an ‘aqua course’ but I 
knew it had the potential.

and that has remained.’ 
Guest speaker Donald Turner, a member of the R&A, 

enthralled guests with his stories and the evening, chaired by 
former captain Janet Buchanan, was rounded off with desserts 
made by the ladies of the club and a quiz.

Club secretary Sheila Tollan said: ‘It was a very successful 
evening and the meal Sean and Gerry gave us was outstanding. 
We have had a very successful anniversary season and a lot of 
that is down to the work of John McKechnie, who has kept the 
course in excellent condition. 

‘We have a small membership, in a small community, but 
everyone is very supportive of the club and that makes for a 
good atmosphere.’

Pictured is the top table, from left: guest David Reid; ladies 
match secretary Etive Brown; founding member Calum Mac-
Farlane-Barrow; guest speaker Donald Turner, a member of the 
R&A and Prestwick Gold Club; Janet Buchanan, former captain 
and chairwoman for the evening; founding member Kenny 
Black; guest Anne Reid; and guest David Grant. 16_t44golfclub01

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



8 FEATURE Thursday 1 November, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Bespoke Handcrafted Kilts 
by Qualified Kiltmakers

Redshank offers a unique, 
bespoke and unrivalled service if 
you wish to make an investment in 
a truly Scottish heirloom kilt.

We also make traditional and 
contemporary wedding dresses.

Sporrans and bags are 
exclusive to Redshank.

Redshank staghorn 
sghian dhus with walnut blades.

Bodice & skirt are 100% wool 
& leather - made bespoke.

We’ll make sure that your outfit is 
as special as the celebrations 
you will attend in it.

Newton, Inveraray, PA32 8UH

01499 302525  Open 7 days

C. Hodge Fencing

C. Hodge Fencing
Telephone: 01631 563271
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Preparing for winter 
can be hard work
Fences, gates and sheds 
to repair
Gardens to tidy

But there is so 
much to enjoy
Cold, crisp walks
a chance to see the stark 
beauty of the landscape

at night with the wind 
and rain safely shut 
outside.

For a warm fire 
when you want it 
try our briquettes

For Briquettes, Wood pellets, fencing 
material and timber, gates and much more.

ChristineRecommends
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NEWSDESK
01631 568000

Flexible Bonds with 
access to your money 
Our 18 month Flexible Bond gives you  
access to up to 30% of your money during  
the life of the bond.

2.35%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£1 to £49,999)

2.55%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£50,000 to £99,999) 

2.75%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£100,000 to £1m)  

Visit us in branch, at barclays.co.uk/flexible  
or call 0845 3010 346

Roy Bridge folk turned out in force to enjoy a Hallowe’en coffee morning in the village hall on Saturday. The event, organised by Roy 
Bridge Primary School PTA, proved hugely popular and hardly a seat was to be had at the tables by 11.30am. All monies raised will go 
towards school activities and equipment.   Left to right, PTA volunteers Lynne Nairn, Mhairi Ross, Julie Allison and Claire Venn McNeil 
take a break for The Oban Times photocall at the home baking stall.  Mhairi said on Tuesday that the ‘very well supported’ event had 

raised £426. 20_f44roy01

Roy Bridge turns out for Hallowe’en fundraiser

THE STARTING gun has been 

David Stewart arguing why 

The Highlands and Islands 

defence of the Union – but then 
faced tough questions on how 
Better Together – the Labour-

-

-

he said and the Scotland Act 

Saving the banks cost four 

Jobs would be threatened 

Scotland would lose interna-

But Lochaber Housing As-
sociation chief executive Blair 

and the Scotland Act as quite 

will look very negative and the 

consider that to be a very risky 

-

ground?’

after that we will do our own 

Pressed on whether Labour 
was genuine about stronger 

Labour’s Scottish leader Johann 
-

NHS Highland chief executive 

-
sage?’

-

constitutional debate and I 

director John Hutchison said as 

we always going to have a Tory 

-

Scotland but I also want to see 

He told The Oban Times

Referendum 
battle starts 
in Lochaber
First of eight public debates 
takes place at Nevis Range

-

in Glencoe was vandalised last 

written on one wall and the door 

-

Savile’s Glencoe 
home vandalised

being a ringleader of a Highlands 

Munlochy were sentenced to a 

-

-

will continue to target drug deal-
ing and the associated activities 

have a devastating effect on 

Kinlochleven man 
led drugs gang

-

-

Underwater Centre for half the 

Funding boost 
adds students to 
Fort William centre

will now go on to the Scottish 

-

told The Oban Times

will bring work to the area and 

there will be a bit of disturbance 

Local councillors Bill Clark 
and Allan Henderson raised 

the lack of details for rock 

say the size and nature of the 

the excess rock until further 

-

-

lorries leaving the site every 

-

SSE says construction of the 

-

water tunnels in the hills above 

£800 million Coire Glas hydro 
plan gets council’s approval
Construction to take five to six years and create 150 jobs

-

at one of the Highland’s busiest 

-

Duncan Gibson said it was an 

-

due to the rural nature of this 
For more - see page 5.

Glenfinnan speed 
limits cause row

‘No’ campaigner David Stewart
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YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

Neil Murray. Tel: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
1 Starter spread (4)
3 Crush (4,4)
9 Survive (7)
10 Relaxing (5)
11 A method used to remove hair (12)
13 Large monkey (6)
15 Hematologist's study (6)
17 Many-layered lunch (4,8)
20 Attack (5)
21 Eternal (7)
22 Former inhabitant of Serbo-Croatian (8)
23 Hodge podge (4)

Down
1 Adage (8)
2 Deed (5)
4 Temperature controller in home or car (3-

3)
5 Ready for take-off! (5,7)
6 From where we came (7)
7 Just get a bit ahead (4)
8 Terrible explosives which would cause 

catastrophic loss of life (7,5)
12 Male show off (8)
14 Strips of dried meat (7)
16 Tomorrow (6)
18 Perfect (5)
19 Catch a glimpse of (4)

THA SAOGHAL BALL-COISE air a bhith a’ strì bho chionn 
bhliadhnaichean gus ìomhaigh luchd-taice an spòrs a leasach-
adh, gu sònraichte le bhith a’ cur às dha cainnt agus òrain a tha 
a’ brosnachadh gràin-cinnidh agus dalm-bheachd creideimh. Fiu 
’s le luchd-poilitigs bho chaochladh thaobhan an sàs, is suarach 
na rinneadh de dh’adhartas agus tha mì-mhodh fhathast na 
nàrachadh dhan spòrs agus dhan dùthaich.  Mar a tha follaiseach 
bho naidheachdan eadar-nàiseanta, chan ann aig Alba a-mhàin 
a tha an trioblaid, ach tha cuid an seo ag obair gu dìcheallach 
gus cùisean atharrachadh ach am bi sinn nar n-eisimpleir air 
mar bu chòir dha luchd-taice ball-coise iad fhèin a ghiùlan. Tha 
dùbhlan mhòr romhpa gun teagamh, ach feumar tòiseachadh an 
àiteigin agus cha tig leasachadh gun spàirn. Air sgàth sin, bha 
a’ mhòr-shluagh ag aontachadh leis a’ pheanas de thrì mìosan 
prìosain a chaidh air duine òg a chaidh fhaotainn ciontach a bhith 
ri seinn òrain a bha a’ brosnachadh gràin-cinnidh agus dian eud 
mì-reusanta an creideamh aig gèam ann an Inbhir Nis. Ged a tha 
a’ bhinn cruaidh, thuirt an siorraidh gun robh an cron gràineil 
agus gum feumaiste eisimpleir a thoirt nach gabhte ri leithid seo 
tuilleadh. Glè mhath!

-
adh a tha a’ nochdadh mu Jimmy Savile a’ cur cron drabastachd 
fa chomhair an t-sluaigh gu ìre ‘s nach fhacas riamh roimhe,  tha 
cùirt eile air Ghàidhealtachd air co-dhùnadh gun fear a chaidh 
fhaotainn ciontach à drabastachd a chur dhan phrìosan. A 
dh’aindeoin a chuid eucoir an aghaidh  deugaire agus gun robh e 
a’ cruinneachadh dhealbhan mì-iomchaidh de chlann far an ea-
dar-lìon, fhuair fear a bha roimhe a’ teagasg dheth le obair coim-
hearsnachd agus òrdugh prògram leasachaidh eucorach-feise a 
fhrithealadh. Fiù ’s às aonais na h-ùpraid an lùib Savile, nach 

aghaidh chloinne cuideachd gràineil agus nach eil binn cruaidh a 
cheart cho iomchaidh gus eisimpleir a thoirt seachad? ‘S e fìrinn 
na cùise nach eil, as a’ mhòr-chuid, dà chron idir co-ionann agus 
gum feum cùirtean breithneachadh air gach suidheachadh fa 
leth agus co-dhùnadh a dhèanamh taobh a-staigh nan crìochan 
peanais a tha ceadaichte dhaibh. Ach chan eil e gu diofar dè nì 
iad, bidh e ceàrr ann am beachd chuideigin!

Car mar a tha a’ tachairt dha britheamhan aig a’ Mhòd Nài-
seanta Rìoghail gach bliadhna! 
BIGOTRY AND SECTARIANISM continues to shame some 
sports, and the country!  So it was not surprising that the majority 
seemed to support a three month prison sentence imposed on a 
young football fan found guilty of inciting religious hatred. 

Simultaneously, a former teacher found guilty of sex offences 
and down-loading of obscene child related material is sentenced 
with community service and attendance at a sex-offenders 
programme.

Punishments should deter re-offending but courts have to con-
sider each case individually and no matter the conclusion, some 
will disagree! Just like adjudications at the Mod!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Celtic
Connections 
2013
THE programme for the 20th 
Anniversary  an event that 
has become the cornerstone 
of Scotland’s cultural calen-
dar was recently announced 
by Donald Shaw, Artistic 
Director.  

Some of the biggest 
names in folk, roots, world, 
traditional, indie, blues and 
jazz will perform in the city 
between 17th January and 
3rd February hoping to build 
on the success of 2012 when 
over £1m was taken in ticket 
sales.  Tickets are now on sale 
and over the next few months 
I will provide further details 
of the festival.  

There will be much to be 
enjoyed for supporters of our 
own traditional music.  

Duncan Chisholm, who 
performed at the very 

Wolfston, will perform from 
his Stathglass Trilogy in the 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and 

venue has been used by the 
festival.  

Among the other Scottish 
highlights will be a celebra-
tion of the life and songs of 
Flora MacNeil featuring her 
daughter Maggie,  Karen 
Matheson, Boys of the Lough 
and from Ireland Peadar O 
Riada and Cuil Aodha Choir 
from Cork.  

Camaraderie and celebra-
tion will be a theme with a 
celebration of the 40th year 
since Sabhal Mor Ostaig 
opened its doors and this 
will feature a cast of past and 
present tutors, alumni and stu-
dents-Julie Fowlis, Alasdair 
Fraser, Fergie MacDonald, 
Daimh, Christine Primrose 
and Margaret Stewart as well 
as special guest Micheal O 
Suilleabhain from Limerick.  

Also due to appear will be 
Skerryvore, Manran, RURA 
and the bands of both Norrie 
MacIver and Rua MacMillan.  

The above is only a  small 
snapshot of an extensive pro-
gramme which can be viewed 
at www.celticconnections.
com and tickets can be pur-
chased online or be telephone 
0141 353 8000.

Clydebank 
Ceilidh
THERE was a good attend-
ance at the October ceildh of 
the Clydebank Highlander’s 
Association which was 
chaired by George Paul.  

Piper Robert Wood opened 
proceedings and the singers 
were Rhona Morrison,  Linda 
MacLeod, Norman MacKin-
non and Pauline Cochrane.  

Archie Gardiner was the ac-
cordionist and Kirsteen Grant 
was the accompanist.

Glasgow Jura 
Association
THE Annual Gathering and 
Ceilidh Dance of the Jura 
Association will take place in 

St Vincent Bowling Club on 
St Vincent Crescent on Friday 
November 9th from 8pm to 
midnight.  

Tickets cost £12 (including 
buffet) or £5 (dance only) and 
are available from Charles 
Renwick tel 07552172118.  

Deoch’n Dorus will be play-
ing for the dance and Jane 
MacQueen will be singing.

Jean Gillon
IT IS with great sadness that 
I have to intimate that Jean 
Gillon, a member of Govan 
Gaelic Choir for many years 
passed away last weekend.  

Over the years in the choir 
Jean served on the Com-
mittee and was a stalwart  
member making many friends 
throughout the Gaelic choral 
fraternity.  

She will be sadly missed 
and our sympathy is extended 
to her husband Andy and her 
daughter Maureen at this 
time.   

The funeral will take place 
in Maryhill Crematorium to-
morrow (Friday) at 10.30am.

Dates for Diary
Thursday November 1  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Annual Dinner, 
Pond Hotel, 7.15 for 7.30pm.  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm- Pilgrim’s 
Way.   Story Telling and 
Performance, Tron Theatre, 
1pm-4pm.
Friday November 2 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Annual Concert, 
Woodside Halls, 7.30pm.  
Dance in Queen Margaret 
Union, University Gardens, 
10pm-2am.
Saturday November 3  
An Comunn Gaidhealach 
Stirling Branch Ceilidh, 
Lesser Albert Halls, 7.30pm. 
Lau, Oran Mor, Glasgow.
Thursday November 8  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm-Niamh Ni  
Charra
Friday November 9  
Glasgow Jura Association 
Annual Buffet Dance-see 
above.  Clydebank and Dis-
trict Highlander’s Associa-
tion Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.  Eddie 
Reader, Hamilton Town Hall.  
Paul McKenna Band, Brunton 
Theatre, Musselburgh.
Saturday November 10  
National Youth Pipe Band, 
Old Fruitmarket,  8pm.  
Paisley and District High-
lander’s  Association Ceilidh 
Dance, Elderslie Village Hall, 
7.30pm

Pub Scene
ROBERT Robertson and 
his band will be playing in 
the Park Bar on both Friday 
and Saturday evenings with 
Nicky McMichan  playing 
there on Sunday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Country Folk  on Friday and  
Crooked Reel on Saturday.

This week’s flashback photograph features shows work commencing on the building of a new pier at Furnace Quarry in Argyll. 
Contractors H M Murray of Glasgow started the work in Spring of 1970. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 
number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

New pier for Furnace Quarry

Sir,
I sincerely hope that Iain Thorn-
ber’s closing thought in Morven 
Lines (18th October) regarding 
the re-introduction of rabbits to 
the peninsula was written very 
much tongue in cheek. 

The damage to gardens caused 
by deer is nothing to that caused 
by rabbits and the much bigger 
deer are much easier to exclude 
from an area of land.

I previously lived in an area 
of England overrun with these 
cuddly looking mammals and 

years, accepted defeat in the 
war and gave up trying to grow 
vegetables in the garden. 

Digging in horizontal strips 
of chicken wire to stop burrow-
ing resulted in the evolution 
of climbing and, a remarkable 
sight, hurdling rabbits - they 
would race down the lawn and 
leap gracefully over the chicken 
wire fence to land within the 
vegetable plot!

Please do not even consider 
introducing rabbits to the area.
Martyn Green,
(address supplied).

Morvern rabbits 
re-introduction

Sir,
I read the report on the front 
page of The Oban Times and I 
understand you obtained your 
information from Argyll and 
Bute Council.

The picture given of the situa-
tion existing at Oban Airport is 
far from accurate. 

While everyone hopes for 
improvements in usage it 
won’t come about by pretending 
all is well at present and improv-
ing. If it was, why after six years 
council operation have they just 
appointed consultants to market 
the airport?

From 2006 until the present  
Argyll and Bute Council have 

control of the airport. During 
that period and after spending 
£8.5M on Oban Airport alone, 
they have managed to lose nearly 
60 per cent of the aircraft that 
previously frequented the airport. 
The only new customer  Argyll 
and Bute Council have attracted 
to Oban is the Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) routes to the 
islands which they subsidise by 

another £1M they subsidise to 
self-operate the three licensed 
airports to support the PSO 
service. 

To give an accurate picture 

only need to look at the revenue 

The  Argyll and Bute Council 
target income for Oban Airport 
was £350K/annum - over the last 

Misleading hype 
regarding Oban 
Airport

in more than £50K/annum. 
That is why the council use the 

car parking income from Oban 
town to subsidise the operation 
of the airport.

-
ger numbers on the PSO island 
service, if accurate, may sound 
good but if correct still only give 
an average occupancy rate on 

Hopes of establishing a 
service to Glasgow from Oban 
are impossible without a large 
subsidy and the subsidising of 
inland routes is illegal under 
European regulations. 

go direct to/from Glasgow under 
a PSO subsidy. If the inbound 

to stop at Oban en route, then 

terminate at Oban. Direct Oban 

operate without a subsidy.
Oban Airport has a part to play 

in the economic development of 
north Argyll and the islands, 
but on the present dismal per-
formance unless there is vastly 
improved management it will 
become the airport equivalent of 
the Dodo.
L Paul Keegan,
Total Logistics Concepts,
Oban Airport

Argyll and Bute MP 
defends his record
Sir,
I note the letter on 18 October 
from the SNP’s Mr Allan, in 
which he made no attempt to 
defend the SNP’s record, but had 
a go at mine on various issues. 
My response follows:

My long campaign to reduce 
fuel duty in remote areas has 

on our islands has been cut by 5p 
a litre on the islands. I am still 
lobbying for more cuts and to 
extend the scheme to the Argyll 
mainland. This Government cut 
fuel duty by 1p everywhere and 
there has been no increase for 
two years.

Crown Estate’s marine holdings 
are now returned to coastal 
communities in the Highlands 

SNP’s attempt to send all this 
money to Holyrood.

with Mr Allan. This cut, known 
as the ‘bedroom tax’, will be 
damaging to many tenants on 
low incomes in the Highlands & 
Islands, so Charles Kennedy and 
I voted against it.

Unlike SNP MSPs, I spend the 
summer holding surgeries in all 
the communities of Argyll & 
Bute. This year’s main complaint, 
by far, was poor broadband and 
mobile phone coverage, and I am 
working to improve coverage 
throughout Argyll & Bute.

On nuclear, I was pleased to 
see the SNP U-turns. They now 
agree that we need NATO’s nu-
clear umbrella and an extended 
life for nuclear power stations. 

Their old policy would have seen 
the lights go out.

On Afghanistan, all parties, in-
cluding the SNP, supported this 
war at the beginning. Like most 
wars, it has proven more costly 
in lives than seemed likely at the 
start. 

I support the Government’s 
policy of an orderly withdrawal 
by the end of 2014, handing over 
security to the Afghan authori-
ties. 
Alan Reid MP,
Dunoon

Correction
THE OBAN Times has been 
asked to point out an error in our 
caption for Portree Gaelic Choir 
in last week’s edition.

In the Margrat Duncan Memo-
rial Trophy competition, the 

Sir,
Scottish Hydro publicly an-
nounced some weeks ago a price 
rise of around nine per cent for 
electricity customers. I was 
therefore surprised to receive an 
email from them a few days ago 
indicating that my electricity bill 
would increase by over 21 perr 
cent. 

No explanation for the more 
than double the average price 
rise was given.

Scottish Hydro has for many 
years been encouraging rural 
customers, without access to 
gas, to switch to electric heating 
using a combination of stor-
age and radiant heaters. They 
developed tariffs for this such as 
‘Total Heating Total Control’. 

This is the tariff that I am on 
and I believe this type of tariff 
is widely used across rural Scot-
land. 

I have been following  up the 
original email from Scottish 
Hydro with telephone and email 
communications to try to get an 
explanation for the level of the 
price rise and particularly why 
no explanation was given, either 
initially or in the individual 
notice for the size of the rise.

Scottish Hydro have now re-
calculated my price increase and 
agree, based on last years use 
that my price increase is likely 
to be 18.3 per cent. 

I can get no satisfactory 
explanation of why they did not 
forewarn customers heating by 
electricity that their price rise 
would be over double the aver-
age, except that it ‘would have 
caused adverse publicity’. 

Their explanation of the size of 
the increase boils down to ‘heat-
ing customers have been getting 
too good a deal’.

Based on the electricity usage 

Hydro I have calculated using 
electricity supplier switch 
internet sites, that my total cost 
of electricity would be very 
similar on a standard tariff from 
the cheapest electricity supplier 
as it would be on the new ‘Total 
Heating Total Control’ tariff.  

I must therefore conclude that 

prices up to this level knowing 
that their customers can only 
switch to a standard tariff as 

Scottish Hydro 
misleading
customers

no other supplier offer a tariff 
similar to ‘Total Heating Total 
Control’. 

What am I going to do, I am 
not sure but whatever I do I now 
know that my electricity costs 

I had budgeted for this coming 
winter. 

I am anxious that the scale of 
these increases are widely known 
so that all who are on such tariffs 
as ‘Superdeal’ and ‘Total Heat-
ing Total Control’, are aware of 
the facts before they start using 
higher priced electricity. 

I am extremely concerned for 
more elderly pensioners than 
myself, who will be driven 
further into fuel poverty, but this 
will not worry Scottish Hydro as 
it will help them to reach even 

Tom  Cromack,
Pier View,
Kilchattan Bay,
Bute

Sir,
While I am delighted with the 
success of the Mòd in Dunoon 
and fully recognise the event’s 
contribution to the economy, 
questions must surely be asked 
at the volumes of money being 
spent by government at trying 
to revive this dying language; 
Gaelic.

Why, you have to ask, is the 
Scottish Government so keen 
on spending cash on what is, 
essentially, a useless language?  

It is not recognised as a lan-
guage by the EU, hardly anyone 
on the west coast uses it – I’ve 

language, far less anyone who 

still this pointless policy exists 
of wasting money on it.

When are people going to start 
asking why, when people are 
struggling to pay their heating 
bills due to an ill-thought out 
renewables policy, when busi-
nesses are struggling to make 
ends meet due to red-tape and 
taxes, when workers are being 
told we’ll have to work longer 
before we retire, is our tax money 
being spent on Gaelic language 
schools and road signs? 

Give up the ghost, live in the 
present. 

To put it simply, chan eil mi 
’tuigsinn.
A Rodger,
Oban,
by email

Why waste 
money on a dying 
language

much needed improvements to the town is to be welcomed. 
However, it isn’t quite a case of ‘job done’ yet.

residents that some of their concerns will be addressed by 

pedestrianised area.
Many of these proposals are fairly common sense. It is, 

were for.
One of the biggest complaints about Oban’s town centre is the 

lack of parking. Some 500 parking tickets being handed out by 
police in just three months highlights the issue, yet this week’s 
announcements will result in a reduction in on-street parking.

Business in Oban will not attract more trade if we cannot ac-
commodate more people in the town. What we need now – as a 
matter of priority – is a new, large-scale parking facility.

CHORD plan is just the beginning
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A NEW campaign for the 
resumption of the Isle of Skye’s 

-
tree today.

FlySkye will be formally 
launched at tourism group Des-
tination Skye and Lochalsh’s 
meeting in the Aros Centre.

Around 60 members will 
hear how an air service to the 

the community and economy of 
Skye and Lochalsh. 

Highland Council, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and 
transport group Hitrans is con-
ducting another survey into the 

and from Skye. But FlySkye be-
lieves a previous Hitrans report 

recommending a Skye airport 
be developed from 2013-2017 
already demonstrates market 
demand - and say now is the 
time to execute a business plan 
to develop the link.

Boyd Robertson, principal of 
the Gaelic College Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, is one of the instigators 
of the campaign. Speaking 

ahead of today’s meeting, he 
said: ‘Skye and Lochalsh needs 
an early resumption of air links 
to allow our businesses, tourist 
providers and communities 
to compete effectively in the 
modern world. 

‘The re-introduction of air 
links would boost economic 
activity on the island and In Lo-

chalsh and create employment 
at this time of austerity. 

greatly from the establishment 
of air links as it would make 
our state of the art facilities 
for seminars, short courses, 
conferences and other events 
much more accessible.’  

Ian Blackford who runs Skye-

based management consultancy 
First Seer supports Fly Skye. He 
said: ‘Air links from Skye would 
be of considerable advantage 
for my own business and others 
in Skye and Lochalsh who have 
a need to meet with clients in 
Scotland and beyond. 

‘This will make it easier for 
businesses to be based in the 

area and create employment 
opportunities, leading to ad-
ditional sustainable economic 
growth.’

Shirley Spear, owner of the 
Three Chimneys restaurant 
and recently appointed Ambas-
sador of the Year at the annual 
Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards, is another supporter.

FlySkye launches to bring flights back to Skye and Lochalsh

COMMUNITY activists in a 
Fort William housing scheme 
are meeting tonight (Thursday) 
to discuss whether they can 
afford repairs after vandals 
trashed a children’s play park.

Upper Achintore Regenera-
tion Group (UARG) has been 
left counting the cost after four 
wooden benches were ripped 
apart at Banff Cresent.

The popular amenity area 
opened just two years ago after 
a piece of boggy waste was 
transformed into a community 
meeting place. Local people 
raised £11,000 for the makeo-
ver. 

UARG chairperson Jackie 
Carswell told The Oban Times
the incident had been reported 
to police and the benches could 
cost £300 each to replace.

She said: ‘We are still trying 

the money to rectify the damge. 
The area is part of the commu-
nity and very well used.

‘I’m not aware of a lot of 
vandalism up here at all and the 
parents are all angered by this. 

‘Somebody pulled out most 
of the plants as well and some 
of the planters we put round 
have been vandalised too. They 
know it is older children that 
are doing it, especially late at 
night. I just wish some of the 
neighbours had seen something 
and acted on it.

we are just going to have to pull 
together as a community to see 

repairs. We will discuss it at 
the meeting to see what can be 
done.’

Ms Carswell, a pupil support 
assistant at Upper Achintore 

do people achieve by doing 
something like this? It is really 

frustrating for the people that 
use this place. It just makes it 
look unkempt and unloved.

‘Money is short these days 

penny we can get.’
UARG secretary Ken John-

ston said: ‘I am very saddened 
because we put so much effort 
into raising the money. It is 
extremely sad and disappoint-
ing, and was a really destructive 
thing to which hurts the group.

‘These facilities were funded 
by monies raised locally, and the 
damage perpetrated by mind-
less vandalism has deprived the 
community of enjoying these 
facilities, as well as creating 
danger by leaving upturned 
jagged nails on the base frames 
of the benches.’

Known locally as the ‘Up the 
Hill Group’, UARG is holding 
its biggest fundraiser of the year 
on December 6 - the Christmas 
tree lights switch and party at 
the school. 

Fort William police are in-
vestigating the incident and are 
appealing for information.

Disappointed Upper Achintore Primary School pupils, cousins Robbie and Amy Rydings, survey one 
of the wrecked benches with Jackie Carswell 20_f44upper01

Vandals trash 
children’s 
play park
Wooden benches ripped 
apart at Upper Achintore

They know it is 
older children that 
are doing it.
chairperson 
UARG

EIGG PRIMARY School has further boosted the 
island’s green credentials after having a new biomass 
boiler installed over the October holidays.

The £44,000 system will provide heat and hot water 
to the school from wood logs which a company based 
on the island will supply. 

Highland Council had targeted the 10-pupil school 
-

ing heating with a limited supply of electricity. 
The council now has 58 biomass plants in opera-

Other school boilers use wood chips.
The new plant is expected to save money and reduce 

carbon emissions by 65 tonnes each year compared 
with a more conventional heating system.

Highland Council leader Drew Hendry said: ‘This 

for the biomass is as local as it can get.’

warms to log boiler

A KINLOCHLEVEN man is 
spending an extra week in jail 
after a doctor said he ‘did not 
have time’ to prepare a psychi-
atric report.

John Davidson, of 15 Glendale 
Road, is accused of repeatedly 
calling 999 and falsely claiming 
to be unwell for the purpose of 
causing annoyance, inconven-
ience or needless anxiety on 
October 18 and 19.

The case was previously 
continued without plea until 
last Monday for a report to be 
prepared to advise the court of 
Mr Davidson’s mental state. 

Wylie told Fort William Sheriff 
Court the report had not been 
completed by two doctors in 
Inverness.

She said: ‘One doctor was on 
holiday and the other said he did 
not have time to do it.’

Despite Mr Davidson, 58, 
claiming he was pleading 
guilty, defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy said he could not enter 
a plea for his client, who has a 
severe alcohol problem.

He said: ‘Mr Davidson does 
not understand the charge, and 
does not understand the illegal-
ity of what he has done.’

Mr Davidson was remanded in 
custody until the case calls again 
on Monday November 5.

‘Busy’ doctor 
means extra 
week in jail for 
Kinloch man

He may be going up in smoke 
soon, but this guy in Salen, 
Ardnamurchan is enjoying 

being a tourist attraction for 
his last few days. Jonathan 
Peill, owner of the nearby 
Salen Hotel told The Oban 

Times: ‘He’s stopping cars and 
lorries and people are taking 

photos.’ Acharacle Community 
Company is organising the 
bonfire night celebrations. 

LOCHABER Transport Forum 
is inviting the public to its quar-
terly meeting on November 20 
for a ‘round table’ discussion on 
transport issues and problems.

The forum’s remit includes 
supporting community transport 
initiatives and identifying gaps 
in public transport provision.

The forum also assists com-

own transport issues and keeps 
a watching brief on transport 
opportunities to and from, and 
within Lochaber. 

The meeting in the Council 
Chambers, High Street, Fort 
William starts at 11am. 

THE CARDIOLOGY team at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 
has been short-listed for a major 
award after developing an e-
learning programme for health 
professionals on reducing strokes 
caused by irregular heartbeat.

The condition – known as 

15 per cent of all strokes, which 
occur when a blood vessel in the 
brain becomes blocked.

Coronary care unit clinical 
manager at Raigmore, Charlie 
Bloe and two colleagues will 
attend the Thrombus Innovation 
Awards presentation ceremony 
in London on November 20.

Dr Bloe said: ‘I’m delighted that 
the work has been recognised 
in this way. There are three top 
prize categories but just to get 
this far is a huge achievement.

 ‘So far over 6000 healthcare 
professionals from across the 
UK have completed the course 
with more having expressed an 
interest.

‘If it is detected earlier the 
risk of AF related stroke can be 
reduced by almost 70 per cent by 
putting the patient on anticoagu-
lants, which are blood thinning 
drugs.’

FORT WILLIAM Table Tennis 
Club is welcoming players of all 
abilities to come along to its club 
nights on Monday evenings.

New members are welcome to 
attend at the Nevis Centre from 
6.30pm to 9pm.

Lochaber Cameron Highlanders veterans gathered in the Alexandra Hotel in Fort William on Saturday afternoon for their annual reunion 
lunch. According to branch secretary Jimmy Smith, sixth from right in second row, members attending with their partners included those from 

Inverness, Fort William, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Ballachulish, Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge. Two former Seaforth Highlanders also attended  

A FORT William man grabbed 
a telephone from his partner and 
threw it across the room during 
an argument.

Kevin Leahy, pled guilty to 
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner in his house at 
4 Achariach, Claggan Road on 
October 25.

The 39 year-old is due to be 
sentenced on November 21.

and swore at his partner during an argu-
ment in her house.

Appearing from custody, Eriks Osipovs 
pled guilty to behaving in a threatening 
and abusive manner, by shouting and 
swearing, and punching and throwing 
furniture around. The incident occurred 

-

liam on September 15.
Osipovs, whose address was given as 

the Mallaig Fisherman’s Mission, also 
admitted going to the woman’s house on 
September 17 against his bail conditions.

Sheriff Bill Taylor QC deferred sentenc-
ing the 32 year-old until January 30 for a 

problem.

TRAVEL presenter Michael 

Highlands as his choice for 
the most beautiful place in the 
world. The 69-year-old, cur-
rently presenting a BBC Series 
on Brazil, cited Glen Coe, Ran-
noch Moor, and Iona among his 
favourite locations. VisitScot-
land said the comments were ‘a 
testament to the enduring appeal 
of Scotland’.

THE John Muir Trust has com-
pleted two new cairns on Ben 
Nevis.

The two-metre Coire Leis 
serves as a navigation marker for 
a descent off the mountain into 
the corrie.

The 1.7m Number 4 Gully 
cairn is a waymarker for the 
descent into the gully.

Table tennis in 
Fort William

New marker cairns 
on Ben Nevis

Salen ‘nice guy’ 
attracts attention

Drunk Mallaig fisherman ends up in court

Cameron Highlanders gather at Fort William Transport forum to 
meet public

Fort William man 
threw telephone

Palin says ‘most 
beautiful in world’

Major award 
nomination for 
Raigmore Hospital 
cardiology team
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Bute & Cowal Vets
Caring for animals large & small 

across Isle of Bute & Cowal Peninsula

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

17 Argyle Street, Rothesay, Isle Of Bute PA20  OAU
01700 503017

119 George Street, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8BS
01369 702532

E-mail:  buteandcowalvets@hotmail.co.uk

The arrival of a 
new pet is always 
an exciting time.
A puppy or kitten 
will be the focus 
of conversation 
for months if not 
years.
Before rushing 

into a purchase 
though, you should 
make yourself 
aware of the needs 
of your new family 
member.
Pets are at least 

as individual as we 
are and each one 
will have different 
requirements.
Thankfully, the in-

ternet now makes 
it easy to research 
all species and all 
breeds. Speaking 
to other pet own-
ers or breeders will 
be helpful, as will 
asking questions 

at your local vets 
or pet shops.
Choosing a pet 

without thinking 
whether you can 

will often result in a 
sad mis-match.
If the needs of 

the pet are not 
met, it is more than 
likely to result in 
an unhappy animal 

your family environ-
ment and which 
will probably end 
up requiring to be 
rehomed.
Being informed, 

organised and 
taking the time to 
make considered 
choices will mean 
that you and your 
new pet will go on 
to enhance each 
other’s lives as you 
would hope.

THE EDITOR of The Oban Times’ 
sister publication Scottish Field 
magazine has won the prestigious 
Consumer Magazine Editor of the 
Year award at the annual Professional 
Publishers Association awards in 
Glasgow. 

‘The PPA Scotland awards are the 
industry benchmark, so after also 
being short-listed in 2011, this award 

in our resurgent magazine,’ said edi-
tor Richard Bath of the award.

Scottish Field, which is owned by 
Wyvex Media, the publishers of The 
Oban Times, was also short-listed for 
Consumer Magazine of the Year for 
the second year in succession, but lost 

Mag. The Times Educational Supple-
ment took the overall title of Scottish 
Magazine of The Year 2012. 

The accolade is a reward for a year 
in which Scottish Field’s sales have 
risen by 14 percent, bucking the trend 
for declining circulation across the 
consumer magazine sector. Although 
much of that growth has come through 
a successful subscription drive, retail 
sales have also grown by six per cent 
and the magazine’s circulation now 
stands at over 15,000 copies for the 

The PPA Scotland awards were held 
at the Radisson Blu hotel in Glasgow in 

Nina Conti, the daughter of actor Tom 
Conti, acting as compere. Following 
the retirement of former Oban Times 
and Scottish Field stalwart Archie 

Wyvex magazine Scots Heritage, 
Richard Bath has now also taken on 
the role of editor of Scots Heritage. 

Peter Martin from our sponsors Menzies Distribution, presents the Editor of the Year award to 
Richard Bath of Scottish Field magazine as Nina Conti looks on

Scottish Field 
editor presented 
with prestigious 
magazine award

INVERLOCHY Primary School was 
a riot of colour at its Hallowe’en disco 
and fancy dress competition on Friday 
afternoon.

winners from the dazzling display 
of weird and wonderful costumes on 
view in the school hall, but after much 
deliberation the winners were:
P1: Lewis Gibb (Moshi Monster) and 
Calum Morrison (Mr Bean); 
P2: Alex Atkinson (Clown) and Kirsty 
Allot (Frog); 

and Lewis Campbell (Pirate); 
P4: Struan Stephen (Lego Person) and 
Alisha Cameron (Bee); 

(Thing 1 and Thing 2); 
P6: Oliver Walker (Headless Person) 

Human; 
P7: Aimee McKay (Spanish Dancer) 
and Melanie Perlaza (Dracula). Inverlochy Primary School Hallowe’en party winners 

20_f44inver01

Inverlochy
primary hosts 
Hallowe’en
disco

MUMS and mums-to-be are be-
ing welcomed to a new breast-
feeding group in Oban, which 
offers support both before and 
after birth. 

The group, which meets at Go 
Bananas soft play area, aims 
to give mums extra support 
with breast-feeding and baby 

offer moral support. 
The group is free and is 

currently being funded by the 
health service. 

Liz Crawford, who is an infant 
feeding support volunteer said: 
‘Any mum can come along. 

‘We welcome pregnant mums 
or mums with babies or chil-
dren, as we have access to the 

soft play area.’
They meet from 10am-12pm 

on the last Monday of every 
month and are fully supported 
by midwives and health visi-
tors.

Liz added: ‘The group is not 
just for problems but also offers 
fun, friendship and chat for 
mums.’

New breastfeeding support group in Oban

Welcoming both new mums and mums to be to the new breastfeeding 
support group are, from left, Clare Wilding with 11-month-old Seoras 

Neil, Aileen Finlayson, Karen Stewart, Susan MacCallum with six-day-old 
Harrison and two-year-old Georgia and Liz Crawford. 15_t44breastfeeding1

Day centre raises cash from coffee and sale
LYNNSIDE Day Centre  in Oban has 
raised £626 from a coffee morning 

this type to be held outside of the 
centre.

The fundraiser, held in Glencruit-
ten Church Centre last Saturday, was 

organised by the 10 members of staff 
at Lynnside.

Unit manager Marie Hendrie said: 
‘We are delighted at the amount of 
money we have been able to raise 

again.’

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
REGISTERED CHARITY SC013211

Dog enquiries please phone Jean on 01631 566406   
Cat enquiries please phone Pat on 01852 300362

CATS  AND DOGS LOOKING FOR HOMES

Gorgeous 3 year 
old. OK with dogs 

and children.

SASHA

Nice little 4 month 
old girl. Timid until 
she knows you.

MISCHIEF

Sweet 6 
year old girl

MILLIE

Older boy who 
needs a retirement 

home after his 
owner died.

SHEP

9 months old 
Kelpie boy. Not 
used to children

SANDY

4 month old girl. 
Timid to begin with.

BONNIE

18 months old. 
Very sweet, Afraid 
of other cats and 

dogs.

HARLEY

Friendly 4 year old 

BUFFY

Friendly girl.

MINTY

Lab X, 9 Months 
old, very lively!

MAC

Nice friendly 18 
month old girl.

MOLLY

Timid wee girl, 
OK given time 
to trust you.

MOLLY 2

Very many tha
nks to your ad

vertisers for
 supporting 

our Give a Pet
 a Home featu

re earlier th
is year. We 

were so pleas
ed to receive

 the cheque f
or £255, a 

percentage of
 the cost of 

each advertis
ement. 

The cheque ha
s come just a

t the right t
ime - not 

only have we 
been inundate

d with feral 
kittens and 

young stray c
ats all of wh

ich have to b
e fed and 

neutered, we 
are also hav

ing to renew
 the shed 

where we were
 storing the b

edding for th
e cats. The 

shed was just
 rotting away

 and the rai
n and mice 

got in and w
e had no cho

ice but to d
emolish and 

rebuild.

Thanks again,
 we appreciat

e the support
 from all 

the businesse
s who adverti

sed on the pa
ge.

Regards

Pat Blunsden

Argyll Animal
 Aid

01852 300362

ARGYLL
ANIMAL
AID

• The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
(12A)
Based on the novel written by Stephen 
Chbosky,15-year-old Charlie (Logan 
Lerman), an endearing and naive outsider, 
coping with first love (Emma Watson), the 
suicide of his best friend, and his own 
mental illness while struggling to find a 
group of people with whom he belongs. 
The introvert freshman is taken under 
the wings of two seniors, Sam and Patrick, 
who welcome him to the real world. 
• Taken 2 (12A)
In ‘Taken 2’, the tables are turned against 
Mills as he is taken hostage by the father of 
the kidnapper he killed whilst rescuing his 
daughter in the first film.  With a ruthless 
killer intent on revenge as his captor, 
Mills realises his daughter Kim is his only 
chance of freedom. With her help, he uses 
Special Forces knowledge to escape.
• The Adventures of Tintin: The 
Secret of the Unicorn (PG)
After purchasing a model ship named 
‘The Unicorn’ from a market stall, intrepid 
reporter Tintin finds himself catapulted 
into an adventure over land and sea as he 
and Captain Haddock set off on a treasure 

hunt for a sunken ship commanded by 
Haddock’s ancestor.
• Super 8 (12A)
In the summer of 1979, a group of 
friends in a small Ohio town witness a 
catastrophic train crash while making a 
super 8 movie and soon suspect that it 
was not an accident. Shortly after, unusual 
disappearances and inexplicable events 
begin to take place in town, and the local 
Deputy tries to uncover the truth.
• Monsters, Inc (U)
Monsters generate their city’s power by 
scaring children, but they are terribly 
afraid themselves of being contaminated 
by said children, so when one enters 
Monstropolis, top scarer Sulley (John 
Goodman) finds his world disrupted. 
With his wisecracking best friend Mike 
(Billy Crystal) at his side, Sulley does the 
unthinkable and endeavours to save the 
human child whilst confronting his own 
demons.
• Midnight in Paris (12A)
Gil and Inez travel to Paris as a tag-along 
vacation on her parents’ business trip. 
Gil is a successful Hollywood writer but is 
struggling on his first novel. He falls in love 

with the city and thinks they should move 
there after they get married, but Inez does 
not share his romantic notions of the city 
or the idea that the 1920s was the golden 
age. When Inez goes off dancing with 
her friends, Gil takes a walk at midnight 
and discovers what could be the ultimate 
source of inspiration for writing. 
• War Horse (12A)
Young Albert enlists to serve in World 
War I after his beloved horse is sold to 
the cavalry. 
• Neds (18)
This ‘walk on the wild side of the Clyde’ 
takes a no holds barred look at gang 
warfare in Scotland. The subject matter 
and the unapologetic authenticity of this 
film work to create one of the most daring 
British films of recent years.
• The King’s Speech (12A)
After his brother abdicates, King George VI 
(‘Bertie’) reluctantly assumes the throne. 
Plagued by a dreaded stammer and 
considered unfit to be king, Bertie (Colin 
Firth) engages the help of an unorthodox 
speech therapist named Lionel Logue 
(Geoffry Rush).
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The Ben Nevis Bar
High Street, Fort William

Invites you to come and join in the fun on our festive 

party nights on 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 21st and 22nd of 

December with live music and great food and lots of fun.

Why not join us and celebrate Christmas day 

with a 5 course meal for only £42.00

Please contact Ann to book on 01397 702295

WIN £500 

OF Lidl 

vouchers

Start collecting 
tokens today

Christmas
is coming!
To celebrate, The Oban Times is 
giving readers the chance to 
win £500 worth of shopping 
vouchers to spend at Lidl in 
Oban or Fort William this Christmas.

Just imagine the perfect Christmas party this festive season without 
having to spend a penny on food and drink.

Lidl is proud to serve the communities of Oban and 
Fort William and has built up a solid reputation for 
offering excellent quality products and superb value 
for money. Both stores receive a fresh delivery every 
day – 7 days a week. You can also rest assured that 
you will only be charged the exact same low prices 
as charged in every other Lidl store in Scotland.

Token two will be printed next week, November 8 and so on.  
Full details on how to send in your tokens in The Oban Times, November 29.

TOKEN
ONE

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplements apply on the breaks including hotel accommodation. Subject to availability.

†Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your flight exceed this budget, we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

Evening excursions
Friday 8 March 2013, from Glasgow airport

Enjoy a wonderful journey through a star-studded sky in a 
quest to see one of the most spectacular natural phenomena 
known to man. Our guest astronomers will guide you on 
your voyage of exploration through the crystal-clear winter 
sky and we hope to see the Northern Lights from the aircraft 
as we reach the Shetland Isles.

Important note: the Northern Lights are natural phenomena which cannot be guaranteed to occur during our flight, although 

they have been visible on many previous outings. Our guest astronomer advises at least an 80% chance of a sighting.

from

£199.95pp

Ideal Gift
In search of the 
Northern Lights

Friday departures
7 & 14 December 2012

†

on the Continent
Choose a top West End show from our fabulous 
selection which includes Billy Elliot, Jersey Boys, 
Les Misérables, Mamma Mia!, Phantom of the Opera, 
Shrek The Musical, The Lion King, Wicked and more! 

Oban or Glasgow

hotels with breakfast

Friday departures until March 2013

London Weekend 

3 days, from

£179.95pp

London is known the world over for its spectacular
sights; royal history and traditions; fabulous   
West End shows; and fantastic shopping.   
So why not join one of our superb London breaks 
and enjoy a glittering weekend in this amazing 
capital city.

Oban or Glasgow

hotels with breakfast

3 days, from

£219.95pp

Friday departures until March 2013

Saturday Night Theatre

Cologne & 
Valkenburg
Christmas Markets

3 days, from

£394.95pp

To celebrate the launch of 
audio story books featuring 
Myro, the smallest plane in 
the world, The Oban Times 
(Change paper name as 
applicable) has teamed up 
with publishers Nickrose to 
offer youngsters the chance 
to win a prize worth £325.

Children in primary one 
and two are being invited 
to send us their drawings 
of Myro or his friends. The 
child who draws the best 
picture will receive a set of 
six Myro audio story books 
and CDs and a Myro activ-
ity pack. 

They will also win a Myro 
picture story book for every 
child in their class and a 
Myro story sack for their 
teacher. Three runners up 
will be awarded a prize 
worth £99.

The books follow the 

adventures of a little British 
Microlight called Myro 
– mischievous, curious and 
prone to disaster – as he 
settles into his new home in 
Australia. They are narrated 
by Christopher Biggins.

With their gripping 
stories, beautiful images 
and irresistible characters, 
Myro, the smallest plane in 

place in everyone’s heart.
To be in with a chance of 

winning all your child has 
to do is draw a picture of 
Myro or one of his friends 
and send it to us at Wyvex 
Media, PO Box 1, Oban, Ar-
gyll, PA34 4HB by Novem-

of Myro and his friends to 
draw for the competition, 
visit www.myro.com or 
visit Facebook or Twitter @
MyroAdventures.

Win prizes for your 
whole class!

 ....................................................... age  ..........
 ............................................................

..................................................
 ..................................................................

 ......................................................
 ..........................................................

Child’s class teacher ..................................................................

And the final word from the Royal National Mòd in Dunoon… pictured above are the ladies of Strath Gaelic Choir from 
Skye before they took the stage in St John’s Kirk in the open rural choirs competition. Apologies to South Skye for not 

finding a space last week! 20_f44mod01

FISHERMEN are being in-
vited to go along to Dunstaff-
nage this weekend and try 
their hand at shark tagging.                                                                                            
   The annual count of 
spurdogs in Loch Etive 
takes place from November 
2 until November 4 where 
members of the public have 
the opportunity to bring 
their own boat and tag 
spurdogs for the Scottish 

Sea Angling Conservation 
Network.                      

At Dunstaffnage, there 
will be open session oppor-
tunities to learn about shark 
tagging and try it out from 
the shoreline.  The sessions 
will take place from 9.30am 
until 4.30pm on Saturday 
and 12.30pm until 4.30pm 
on Sunday at the Dunstaff-
nage Castle area.

Shark tagging at Dunstaffnage

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 6th November 

A warm welcome to 
members new and old for 

our monthly coffee and 
chat meeting. 

Light the Fire(again)
God’s LOVE expressed through His people in Scotland

• Helping the homeless

Sat 3rd Novemvber
Corran Halls, Oban • 10am – 10pm

Welcome to a day of presentations by volunteers who serve others 
in a variety of ways in Scotland and to the ends of the earth

Admission FREE      ALL welcome

A Soup Lunch
In aid of

Oban Pipe Band

Saturday 3rd November 

Talk / Demonstration
with Charles Evans

on Watercolour

Visitors welcome

CHARITIES
CHRISTMAS CARD 

SALE

Tim Kliphuis Trio

thought that advocates going

There are several choices
open to the Christmas travel-

hotels that close during the

entertainments are put on

can cover Christmas Eve

-

travel agent or tour operator.

Lewis & Harris 
Annual Ceilidh
With Deoch & Dorus
Friday 2nd November

Glasgow Queen 
Margaret Union

10 - 2 am
Tickets £10 

from Park Bar

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Free on street parking outside the Guest House.
The Heart of The highlands...In the Heart of The City

28 Balshagray Drive, GLASGOW G11 7DD
Tel: 0141 339 2143

Email: manorparkhotel@aol.com
www.themanorpark.com

Manor Park Guest House
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

C. Hodge Fencing

01631 563271

TEL: 01631 563271

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
For fencing materials, 

gates, feeding and 
handling equipment

Call us for quote tailored 
to your needs.

TOMISH TRAINING
HGV & PCV DRIVER TRAINING IN THE 

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF

COURSES INCLUDING

LGV AND
VAN + TRAILER (B+E)

Telephone 01463 741458
Mobile       07760 773 626

www.tomish-training.co.uk

Grougfoot 
Texel rams 

for sale, also 
some in lamb 

gimmers.

Telephone 
07770

693716.

HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

Working Dog
Young dog 17 months 

old. Good outrun. 
Flanking well. 

Make good hill dog.
£625.00 ovno, 

Tel:07980 478 639

Hill North Country 
Cheviot Tups for 

Sale & Hire

Tel: N Robertson 
07768 506 826

CALEDONIAN Marts had 976 
head forward for their annual 
October show and sale of breed-
ing cattle, suckled calves, store 
and OTM cattle at Oban Live-
stock Centre last week, with 
the show being supported and 
sponsored by NFU Scotland. 

Heifers, cows in calf and 
with calves sold well in excess 
of 2011 prices and many more 
could have been sold to advan-
tage.

Simmental heifers in-calf to 
a Limousin from Mid Farm, 
Lismore sold to £1450 to aver-
age at £1364.

Stroneskar, Ford sold 13 Blue 
Grey and Simmental in-calf 
heifers to £1700 to average 

£1311.53 while Invernayle, Ap-
pin sold six Simmental in-calf 
heifers to £1400 to average at 
£1196.66.

Stock cows with young calves 
at foot from Fidden farm, Isle of 
Mull sold  to £1400 to average 
£1125, while Ardshellach sold 

calves at foot to £1500 to aver-
age at £1230.

Bulling heifers and heifer 

cash with a large ringside of 
buyers being very much more 
selective.

Scammadale and Ardencaple 
sold 38 Spring-born Sim-Luing 
heifer calves to £780 for two at 
230kg, to average at £567.57.

Clachan Farms sold 10 Lu-
ing Spring-born heifer calves 
to £780 for two at 290kg, to 
average at £625, while  Cromlix 
sold 38 Simmental, Spring-born 
heifer calves to a top of £660 

£546.31.
Cadzow Bros sold 26 Luing, 

Spring-born heifer calves to 
£750 for three at 265kg, to aver-
age at £492.30.

Carloonan sold 20 Aberdeen 
Angus, Spring-born heifer 
calves to £540 for six at 250kg, 
to average at £476.66, while 
Castles Estate, Dalmally sold 
23 Shorthorn cross Highland 
heifer calves to £550 for three at 
270kgs, to average at £456.92

In the suckled calf section 
bullocks sold to a top of 258p 
per kg for a 240kg Simmental 
from Lochdar, Bunessan, Isle 
of Mull and to £790 for a 460kg 
Limousin from Barbrek, Loch-
gilhead.

Heifer calves sold to 339p per 
kg for two 230kg sim-Luings 
from Scammadale and Arden-
caple and to £880 for two 275kg 
Simmentals from Drimnin 
Estate.

Bulling heifers also sold to 
£880 for Simmental crosses 
from Drimnin estates and for 
Shorthorn crosses from Auch 
Estates. Luing heifers from Sla-
terich sold to £740 and to £720 
from Drummond Estates.

Buyers at Oban Livestock Centre proved very much more selective at last week’s annual October sale

Quality breeding cattle in demand

LUING cattle breeders expe-
rienced a variable trade at the 
Society’s 39th Autumn Sale 
held last Saturday at United 
Auctions’, Stirling. 

In-calf heifers sold well with 
Sim-Luings in particular prov-
ing very popular - 24 selling to 
average £1,846. The top price of 
£2,400 each was paid by Mark 
Linkleter from Newcastle for a 
pair of East Bracklinn heifers 
forward from Colin Little. 
These heifers, by the Simmental 
bull Sterling Preston and out of 
Luing-bred cows were in-calf to 
a Limousin bull. East Bracklinn 
had a good sale averaging £1,775 
for 12 heifers. 

Hitting top average in the 
section was Robert McNee 
Ltd. who sold eight in-calf 
Sim-Luings to average £2,075, 
including a top of £2,200 being 
hit thrice.

Commenting on the sale, So-
ciety chairman Steven Murray 
said: ‘In-calf heifers sold well, 
as did Sim-Luing bulling heif-
ers, and it was very obvious that 
buyers were being more selec-
tive. Heifers with some power 
and stretch about them were 
very much sought after. With 
so many more cattle entered 
for this year’s sale – a nine year 
high – it is no surprise to anyone 
that average prices are back in 
two of the sections. However, 
despite the large entry and the 

very poor summer we have had, 
our breed have clearly coped 
well and the consignors have 
once again brought out a good 
show of breeding heifers.’ 

Preceding the Sim-Luings 
were in-calf Luings which sold 
to a top of £2,000 each paid by 
Libby Elles of Balgonar Farm, 
Dunfermline for a pair from 
Jim Caygill’s Rylstone herd in 
North Yorkshire. This pair of 
Ettrick Demon sired daughters 
were out of Luing and Milkie-
ston-bred dams and due in-calf 
to Drinkstone Kentucky Kid. 
Rylstone topped the average 
charts in this section with three 
selling to average £1,867.

In-calf Luing heifers sold to a 
top of £2,000 with an average of 
£1,557 for 14 (down £296 for one 
less sold); in-calf Sim-Luings 
sold to £2,400 with an average 
of £1,846 for 24 (up £188 for 
two more sold); Luing bulling 
heifers sold to a top of £1,650 
with an average of £940 for 93 
sold (down £288 for 38 more 
sold); Sim-Luing bulling heifers 
also sold to a top of £1,650 with 
an average of £1,067 (up £26 for 
3 fewer sold) and Sim-Luing 
heifers calves sold to £820 with 
an average of £748 (down £77 
for one less sold). 

Bulling heifers followed on 
with a near record entry of 93 
Luings selling to average £940. 

The top price of £1,650 was 

paid by David Nicol of Lochty 
Farms, Anstruther for a pair 
from Angus Kennedy’s Mitch-
ellhill herd. These heifers were 
by Benhar Kruger and out of 
homebred and Harehead-bred 
dams and contributed to a great 
average of £1,100 for the ten 
heifers from the Mitchellhill 
pen. The top average in the 
Luing bulling heifer section 
was once again claimed by 
W.Graham & Son of Craigdar-
roch, Sanquhar who sold 14 to 
average £1,261. Other notable 
averages included £1,229 for 
seven from debut consignors 
Robert & Hazel McNee of Over 
Finlarg near Dundee; £1,133 for 
six from Robert McNee Ltd.’s 
Benhar herd at Armadale and 
£969 for seven from Alistair & 
Sue Thornley’s Cassafuir herd 
at Port of Menteith.

Sim-Luings continued to steal 
the show with the bulling heifer 
section increasing on the year to 
an average of £1,067 for 72 sold. 
The top price of £1,650 was paid 
for a pair of Wroxhall Vice-
President sired daughters out 
of Luing and Milkieston-bred 
dams forward from M.G. Hal-
ligan & A.C. Burke’s Stewarton 
herd at Eddleston, Peebles. 

Top average in the Sim-Luing 
bulling heifer section went to 
the Upper Chatto herd brought 
out by Stephen Little when nine 
sold to average £1,356. 

trade variable at Stirling

DALMALLY             
United Auctions
Lambs

CheviotX: £44.00  Lochdochart
Cross: £66.00  Garraron and Melfort 
Farms; £50.00  Carie Farm;  £46.50  
Glenfeochan Estate
Blackface: £45.00  Glenfeochan 
Estate; £40.00  Carie Farm; £37.50  
Littleport and High Balantyre; £36.50  
Drissaig.
Ewes
CheviotX: £42.00  Castles Estate
Cross: £38.00  Stronmagachan
Blackface: £48.00  Dall Farm; £47.00  
Auchreoch and Glenfeochan Estate 

ISLAY                          
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £595(5)  Keppols
Blonde D AquitaineX: £870, £805, 
£690 and £600(4)  Ardnave.
CharolaisX: £815(4), £790(3) and 
£785(3)  Ardnave  £740(9)  Bal-
limartin  £730 – Ardnave(3) and 
Cruach(Brown)  £695(4)  Balinabby  
£670(6)Ballimartin  £660 Ardnave and 
Cruach(3)  £655(2)  Ardnave  £625(3)  

and Ardnave  £600  Cruach(Brown).
LimousinX: £790  Ardnave  £785  
Tallant  £775  Balulive  £755  Tallant  
£705(2)  Ardnave  £695  Tallant  £615  
Starchmill .
SimmentalX: £685 and £645  108 

Frederick Cresc  £625  Ballinabby.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: £505(2)  Keppols.
Blonde D AquitaineX:£745(2), £725, 
£700(2), £655, £650 and £600(4)  
Ardnave.
CharolaisX:£770, £745, £715(3), £700, 
£675(2), £665 and £605(3)  Ardnave  
£600(5) Ballimartin.
LimousinX:£735  Tallant  £725  
Starchmill  £685  Balulive  £675(2)  
Ardnave  £665  Starchmill  £665(2) 
and £650 Ardnave  £635(2)  Starchmill  
£605  Tallant.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 194p  
Cruach(Brown)
Blonde D AquitaineX: 205p(4)  Ard-
nave.
CharolaisX: 242p(9) and 237p(6)  
Ballimartin  234p(2)  Cruach(Brown)  

and 228p  Cruach(Brown)  222p(3)  
Ballinaby  217p(3)  Ardnave  216p 
Cruach(Brown)  214p and 213p(2)  
Ardnave  213p  Cruach(Brown)  
212p,204p(7) and 202p  Ardnave.
LimousinX: 217p(6)  RSPB Kinnabus  
214p Tallant  208p(6), 203p(4) and 
201p(2)  RSPB Kinnabus .
SimmentalX: 222p  Ballinabby.
Heifers
Blonde D AquitaineX: 202p,200p(2), 
199p(2) and 197p  Ardnave.
CharolaisX: 214p(7)  Ballimartin  
210p  Cruach (Brown)  207p  9 Manse-

Ballimartin(5) and Cruach(brown)(3)  
202p, 199p, 193p(3)  Ardnave.
LimousinX: 206p,197p, 194p and 

192p(2)  Ardnave.   
Sheep
Lambs
SuffolkX: £65.00  Starchmill  £63.00   
Island  £62.50 Ballimartin  £61.50  
Coillabus (Sinclair)  £61.50 Ardbeg  
£61.00  Craigfad and Conisby.
TexelX: £75.00  Neriby  £63.50  
Ardfarnal ; £63.00  Ardbeg  £60.50  
Conisby.
CheviotX:   £62.00  Windyedge £60.50  
Aoradh  £60.00  Aoradh.
CROSS: £60.00 Claggan.
MULE :£60.00  Starchmill
Blackface: £54.50  Uiskentuie  £52.50  
Coillabus (Sinclair)  £48.00  Lossit  
£47.00  Duich £45.50 Ardfarnal and 
Ceannacroic.
Gimmers
TexelX: £125  Blackrock.
EWES
TexelX: £84.50  Kilmeny  £71.50  
Ardbeg  £71.00  Bayview  £70.50  Is-
land  £68.50  Dunlossit Lossit  £67.00  
Ronnachmore.
Cross: £57.50  Ballachlaven
Mule: £66.00  Ronnachmore  £60.50  
Island.
Prices per kilo
Lambs
SuffolkX: 158p – Ardbeg  156p 
– Craigfad 152p – Ballimartin.
TexelX: 163p – Dunlossit Lossit  
160p – Craigfad  158p – Leorin  157p 
– RSPB Kinnabus and Ardbeg  155p 
–RSPB Kinnabus  154p – Ardbeg.
CheviotX: 155p – Tormisdale Farm.
Blackface: 142p – Ardfarnal 137p 
– Lossit  136p – Coillabus (Sinclair) & 
Uiskentuie  135p – Coillabus (Sinclair)  
134p – Ceannacroig  131p – Duich.           

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Bullocks 
up to 200kg – 1 Obbe Road, Isle of 
Harris, £410, 221.6p; 
201-250kg – Caberfeidh House, Isle 
of Harris & 27 Portgower, Helmsdale, 
£550, 27 Portgower, 244.4p; 
251-300kg – Shop Farm, Scotscalder, 
£740, 251p; 
301-350kg – Beehive, £820, Wester 
Moy, 237.2p; 
351-400kg – Wester Moy, £890, Ard-
nagrask, Muir of Ord, 222.8p; 
401-450kg – Feabait, Muir of Ord, 
£960, 225.9p; 
451-500kg – 2 Forss, Thurso, £940, 
206.6p; 
501-550kg – Culbin, Dingwall, £980, 
Balintraid, Delny, 190.2p; 
551-600kg – Kildun, Dingwall, 
£1,135, 195.7p.
Heifers 
up to 200kg – Strathkyle, Ardgay, 
£360, 1 Obbe Road, 210.1p; 
201-250kg – South Cuidreach, Isle 
of Skye, £435, 4 Glasnakille, Isle of 
Skye, 195.5p; 
251-300kg – Shop Farm, £620, 
208.1p; 
301-350kg – Beehive & Wester Moy, 
£735, Alvie Farm, 221.5p; 
351-400kg – 186 Migdale, Bonar 
Bridge & Pitmain Farm, Kingussie, 
£765, Pitmain Farm, 196.2p; 
401-450kg – Barrock Mains, Wick, 
£760, Fisherton Croft, Dalcross, 
178.4p; 
451-500kg – 11 Newmore, Muir 

of Ord & Dunain Mains, £900, 11 
Newmore185.6p; 
501-550kg – 11 Newmore, £980, 27 
Portgower189.3p.
OTM feeding cows: 
15 Glenconon, (LimX), £1,030; Sand-
side Estate, Reay, (AAX), £1,010; 
Blackpark, Culloden, (SimX), and 
Invercharron, Ardgay, (ShoX), £990; 
Alvie Farm, (BBX), £930; Wester 
Rarichie, (Stab), £900; East Kirk, 
Wick, (Char), £890; West Syall, Ard-
gay, (SalX), £810; 292 Dornie, Kyle of 
Lochalsh, (HiX), £690.
OTM bullocks and heifers: 
Heathmount, Tain, (AA hfr), £1,050; 
7 Scaristavore, Isle of Harris, (LimX 
hfr), £990; East Kirk, (CharX hfr), 
£710; 1 Obbe Road, (Sim hfr), £490; 
21 Dunhallin, Dunvegan, (HiX blk), 
£430.
OTM bulls: 
Dunain Mains, (Lim), £1,110; Gesto 
Farm, Isle of Skye, (Char), £1,010.
OTM feeding cows: 
Lower Milton, Drumnadrochit, 
(LimX), 145p; Wester Rarichie, 
(AAX), 139.6p; Milton, Aberarder, 
(SalX), 138.8p; Invercharron, (ShoX), 
134.7p; East Kirk, (Char), 127.1p; West 
Syall, 126.6p; Wester Rarichie, 120p; 
Alvie Farm, 116.3p.
OTM bullocks and heifers: 
7 Scaristavore, (LimX hfr), 145.6p; 
Heathmount, (AA blk), 143.8p; East 
Kirk, (CharX hfr), 143.4p; 21 Dunhal-
lin, Dunvegan, (HiX blk), 106.9p.
OTM bulls: 
Dunain Mains, (Lim), 111p; Gesto 
Farm, (Char), 100.5p.

UNITED Auctions sold 1,876 
head of all classes of lambs 
and sheep at a special sale at 
Dalmally Auction Mart last 
Friday.

All classes sold at levels 
comparing favorably to other 
principal mainland centre’s. 

A MEETING to debate cattle 
wintering policies will be held 
at Torloisk Farm on the Isle of 
Mull, the island’s QMS monitor 
farm.

The meeting, taking place to-
day (Thursday) from 11.30am to 
3pm, will also provide an update 

enterprise.
Discussions will include in-

wintering versus out-wintering, 
feeding silage versus feeding 

labour and the best policy for 
store calves.

The meeting will be attended 
by SAC beef specialist, Gavin 
Hill, and lunch will be provided 
to those attending.

Mull monitor farm 
meeting today

Steady trade for 
sheep at Dalmally 

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 486 weaned 
calves and store cattle, plus 131 
OTM cattle at Dingwall last 
Wednesday when a mixed show 
of weathered cattle saw quality 
kinds short of requirements.
Stot calves averaged 206.4p and 
sold to 251.7p per kilo for a pen 
of 302kg Limousin crosses from 
Beehive, Duncanston and £890 
for a 400kg Limousin cross from 
Wester Moy, Urray.
Heifer calves averaged 181.5p 
and sold to 221.5p per kilo for 
a 325kg Limousin cross from 
Alvie Farm, Kincraig and £735 
for a pair of 347kg Limousin 
crosses from Beehive.
Store bullocks averaged 185.6p 
and sold to 232.4p per kilo for 
a 340kg Limousin cross from 
Little Croy, Inverness and £1,145 
for a 665kg Simmental cross 
from Gaskbeg, Laggan.
Store heifers averaged 178.8p 
and sold to 210p per kilo for 
a 350kg Limousin cross from 
Wester Moy, and £1,000 for a 
575kg Simmental cross from 
Dunain Mains, Inverness.
OTM feeding cows averaged 
106.6p and sold to 156.1p per kg 
for a 570kg British Blue cross 
from Wester Rarichie, Nigg, 
and £1,090 for a 755kg Limousin 
from 1 Ahmore, Lochmaddy.
OTM clean bullocks and heif-
ers averaged 125.9p and sold 
to 168.8p per kg and £1,190 for 
a 705kg Limousin heifer from 
Alvie Farm.
OTM bulls averaged 100.4p and 
sold to 112.9p per kg and £1,400 
for a 1,240kg Charolais from 15 
Glenconon, Uig.

Dingwall has mixed 
show forward 

Market reports

UNITED Auctions held a sale 
of 2,687 head of  all classes of 
lambs and sheep plus 287 suck-
led calves, store cattle, cows etc 
at Islay Auction Mart.  

All classes of lambs sold at 
rates in keeping with current 

mainland values.  
Feeding ewes were keenly bid 

for.  
Suckled calves sold to averages 

as follows:  Bullock calves sold 
to an average of  201.03 per kilo 
or £607.75 per head (198.6 or 

£573.98 last year), while heifer 
calves  sold to 184.1 per kilo or 
£570.40 (192.4 or £536.55 last 
year).  

All classes of Continental 
crosses sold well and more could 
have been sold to advantage.

Continental-breeds sell well in Islay

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 338 breeding 
cattle on Monday when an excellent show for quality 
met a satisfactory demand although barely reaching last 
years extreme level.

Heifers with heifer calves at foot sold to £1,600 for a 
Shorthorn cross from Leanach Farm, Culloden.

Cows with bull calves sold to £1,600 for a Shorthorn 
cross cow from Oldtown of Leys, Inverness, while cows 
with heifer calves sold to £1,500 for a Limousin cross 
cow from 145 Badnellan, Brora.

Cow with twin calves sold to £1,120 for an Aberdeen 
Angus cow from Oldtown of Leys.

In calf heifers sold to £2,350 twice for a Limousin cross 
and a British Blue cross from Braes of Enzie, Buckie.

In calf cows sold to £1,100 for a Limousin from Wood-
side, Muir of Tarradale. 

Bulls sold to £2,500 gross for a Simmental from Tor-
ran Farm, Delny.

Bulling heifers sold to £1,200 for a pair of Simmental 
crosses from Borlum Farm, Drumnadrochit.

In calf heifers sell to 
£2,350 at Dingwall

RADIATORS,
INTERCOOLERS, OIL,

COOLERS HEATERS, ETC
REPAIRED, RECORED OR 

SUPPLIED NEW, 
FOR ALL TYPES AND MAKES OF 

VEHICLE AND MACHINERY
TRACTORS, DIGGERS, 

COMBINES, FORKLIFTS, 4X4’S, 
TRUCKS AND BUSES ALL 

CATERED FOR.
For more details telephone:

RADIATOR SERVICES 
SCOTLAND

On 01307 820771, or 07719 034 694



Thursday 1 November, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 15RECRUITMENT

Catering Assistant
Permanent Position

Hours to suit successful candidate, though 
will include weekend shifts

Call Michael on 01631 565400 
to arrange an interview

Community Support Assistant Inveraray
17.5 hours per week Monday - Friday
Salary Grade 10
£8,148 - £9017.50 per annum

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk 
Tel 01546 605859 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 16th 
November 2012

Interviews for this post will be held in Inveraray 
in late November 2012

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WORKING FOR SCOTLAND’S
LEADING LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE?

ADVERTISING/MEDIA SALES - EDINBURGH
£ EXCELLENT BASIC + PRIVATE HEALTH + PENSION + BENEFITS

If you are a motivated, self starter with a talent for persuasion then we would like to hear from you. 

Working as part of our advertising sales team based in Edinburgh you will get to know 
our existing customers as well as identifying new ones, to offer advertising solutions within 

the magazine and online at  www.scottishfield.co.uk

Experience in a sales environment would be useful but is not essential as training will be provided.

Key requirements are a clean driving licence, a good knowledge of Scotland and an ability to 
work well under pressure.  A good sense of humour is also helpful.  

INTERESTED?

Please apply today enclosing your CV and a covering letter. 
Send via email to bcameron@scottishfield.co.uk or by post addressed to 

Brian Cameron, Scottish Field, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL 
or call me on 0131 551 1000 if you want any further information. 

PASSIONATE ABOUT SCOTLAND?
THEN COME AND WORK FOR SCOTLAND’S LEADING LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE?

We are offering an exciting opportunity to build a 

career in local newspapers to develop, expand and 

strengthen the potential of our advertising sales teams.

We are seeking to appoint an experienced and/or trainee sales person who 

is lively, enthusiastic, a good communicator and committed to customer 

satisfaction.  The successful candidate will join our Campbeltown Courier 

sales team and work across a variety of publications and products.  On-

going in-house training will be given as required.  A full driving licence is 

essential as you may not necessarily be office based but could have the 

opportunity to travel throughout Argyll and surrounding area in one of 

our company vehicles.  

We offer an excellent rate of pay, generous annual holiday entitlement, 

company pension scheme, life assurance and private medical insurance.

If you are looking for a career with a well established company and have 

the above attributes – we want to hear from you.

Please apply by email with a full C.V. including contact details to: ali@

obantimes.co.uk

Closing date Friday 26th October

SALES EXECUTIVES
Administration Assistant
OBAN  -  Temporary Contract

A temporary vacancy has arisen within our Accounts 
Department  to provide support over the busy seasonal 
period. The contract will be for a 3 month period for 35 hours 
per week.

The successful candidate will assist in functions 
including credit control, invoice processing, subscriptions 
administration, banking and other accounts related tasks.

Although training will be given the successful candidate must 
be able to work in an organised manner and be meticulous 
in attending to detail when keying information.  The ideal 
candidate would have experience in dealing with the general 
public and businesses and have a pleasant and courteous 
telephone manner.

Please apply in writing enclosing a full C.V. with contact 
telephone number to: Ali Arden, Wyvex Media Limited, 

Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.  
Fax: 01631 568001. email: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Closing date for all posts: 
16 November 2012.
To apply visit our website

Regulatory Services Offi cer (Temporary)
£23,724 - £25,932 Oban Ref: DVP00113

Reserve School Crossing Patroller (Casual)
From £6.36 per hour  Campbeltown Ref: DVR00151

Hours are variable, to cover sickness and holiday absence

Area Governance Assistant (Temporary)
£17,610 - £18,723 Municipal Buildings, Oban Ref: CTG00012

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

We are looking for a well organised and motivated 
individual to help ALIenergy’s Manager to organ-

Duties will include managing accounting systems; 

reports and grant claims and helping to develop 
and review budgets.
14 hours per week; location: Oban
Salary: ca £22,884 (pro rata); contract for 6 
months initially, but likely to become a long term 
contract. We are also willing to consider a self 
employed contractor.
Closing date: Friday 9th November
Interview date: Monday 19th November

alienergy.org.uk; 01631 565183) or downloaded 
from www.alienergy.org.uk.. For further informa-
tion contact Dr Mandie Currie on 0791 937 3097 

TEMPORARY DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
TO DELIVER THE BT PHONE BOOK IN FORT WILLIAM, 
MALLAIG, KYLE, PORTREE, ULLAPOOL, AVIEMORE, 
BONAR BRIDGE, MILTON, LAIRG, HELMSDALE, WICK, 
WATTEN, OBAN, SPEAN BRIDGE, SKYE, LEWIS AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS.
GOOD RATES OF PAY AND FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS

YOU WILL NEED A CAR TO TRANSPORT YOUR 
DIRECTORIES

CALL 0844 742 1333
www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution

Text BTHIGH to 07786 208008

Appin Community Sport and 
Leisure Association (ACSALA)
(Registered Charity: SC037267)

Sports Co-ordinator-part-time 
contract over 2 years
(£20,000)
ACSALA welcome applications from individuals and/or 
organisations who have experience and a track record 
ofdeveloping and co-ordinating sports and recreational 
activities,preferably associated withan all-weather 
multi-sports environment. The position will be based 
at the new facility currently under construction at 
Strath of Appin Primary School.
Contact ACSALA for a Job Description and to register 
your interest. Please send your CV with a covering 
letter highlighting your skills and experience, and 
the names, addresses and contact numbers of two 
refereesto:
Gerry Boyle, Chair ACSALA,c/o Strath of Appin 
Primary School, Appin, Argyll. PA38 4BG by telephone 
01631 730345or email: 
gerry.boyle@strathappin.argyll-bute.sch.uk.
Closing Date 9 November 2012 - 
Evening Interviews to be held on 22 November 2012 
with a contract start date of early December 2012.

TRAINEE MANAGER
REQUIRED FOR BETTING 
SHOP IN CAMPBELTOWN.

No experience required as 
full training will be given.

References essential
Call Scotbet on 0131 440 5197

Affordable Warmth Advisor
You will help to tackle fuel poverty in Argyll by 
working with a range of organisations and groups 
to provide advice, support and coaching to 

and social tariffs and by helping them to improve 

issues is essential.
-

able within Argyll
Salary: ca £21,589 (pro rata); contract for 12 
months
Closing date: 9th November
Interview date: 22nd November
Job pack or further information available from: 

01631 565183 or 0791 9373097 
or downloaded from www.alienergy.org.uk

G McNaughton & Son
Site 20, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead

LGV CLASS 2 TIPPER DRIVER/
MIXER DRIVER REQUIRED

Tel: 01546 602389 during office hours or 

call in for an application form.

Recirculation Unit - Lochailort
Hatchery Technicians – 4 posts

Salary - £16,946 - £21,499 
plus overtime/alarm payments

Marine Harvest is currently constructing a new recirculation unit at its 
Lochailort site that will be operational early 2013. The new unit will 
produce 5 million smolts to meet the increased demand as a result 
of recent expansion in seawater sites and 6 million parr for stocking 
freshwater loch on-growing sites.

The posts will commence in January 2013 and the role is focused upon 
care of the eggs prior to hatching and also effective fish husbandry of 
the fry and smolts.  Applications would be particularly welcome from 
candidates who have some experience in freshwater operations, however 
this is not essential as full training and support would be provided 

The chosen applicants will be part of a large team so must be self-
motivated and have good communication skills. Beyond the nature of 
the role, the post holders would be expected to undertake over-time as 
required in order to accommodate the business needs of the Unit and, 
for the same reason, would be part of the site Alarm Rota which would 
involve staying in the hatchery accommodation for approximately one 
week in every 4 weeks.

A driving license is essential. 

If you would like to apply for one of these roles, please submit an 
application in writing with details of work experience, by the closing 
date of the Friday 30th November 2012 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human 
Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business 
Resources Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.

As Scotland’s leading and longest established 
biomass heating specialist HWEnergy is a rapidly 
growing, dynamic company seeking professionals 

Marketing & Sales Co-ordinator
With experience and knowledge of marketing & sales 
management systems, the successful candidate will 

to execute tasks and deliver high quality outputs.  Key 
responsibilities will include: organising events; day to 
day brand management; social media management; 
CRM system management; and the co-ordination and 
administration of sales team activity.  You will need to 
liaise with external specialists on PR and other key 
marketing design elements to deliver results and you 
will also produce regular reports on marketing & sales 
activity.
Health & Safety Advisor
(Part Time or Flexible Working)
HWEnergy are also looking for an experienced and 
knowledgeable Health & Safety Advisor to strengthen 
and support its growing operations. Working on a 

role are managing our H & S policies including risk 
assessments, site audits, training staff and developing 
our current practices. The successful candidate will 
hold a NEBOSH National Diploma or equivalent, or be 
working towards it and be able to demonstrate practical 

engineering industries.
To apply for either of these posts please send your 
C.V. to Craig Sutherland, Business Services Manager 
by Friday 16th November and include current salary 

For more information visit our website on: 

Are you a self-starter with experience in woodland management and forestry? 

The Kilfinan Community Forest Company is seeking a full-time Forest Operations 

Manager to lead the development of our forest operations, including the 

establishment of a timber yard. Team management skills are essential. 

Based in Tighnabruaich, Argyll, this is a one-year post with expected extension 

as the business develops. This post is being part-financed by Highlands & 

Islands Enterprise, the Scottish Government and the European Community 

Argyll and the Islands Leader 2007-2013 Programme.

Visit www.kilfinancommunityforest.com for the job description and application 

form, email info@kilfinancommunityforest.com or telephone 01700 811159.

The Kilfinan Community Forest Company
Registered Office: Kilfinan Community Forest, 

Tighnabruaich, Argyll, PA21 2BD, Scotland.

Company No 333208   Scottish Charity No SC038908

Forest Operations 
Manager

Salary circa £26,000

Childcare in Education.
Must be available to work on a rota basis 

Please contact Jean McPhee 
for more details 01546 606249

email: riversiderascals@btconnect.com
Closing date - Friday 16th November 2012

DEPUTY MANAGER 
REQUIRED

Fraser Woodrow 
Haulage Islay

A class 1 HGV driver 
- mainland work 

A mechanic -based on Islay. 
Contact Fraser for enquiries 
on Mob No: 07787 153 187
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WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION
POL NA GILE MARINE CAGE FISH FARM, LOCH SHUNA

An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) by Meridian Salmon Farms (Argyll) Limited to vary water use 
licence number CAR/L/1000800 authorising the carrying on of a controlled 
activity at, near or in connection with Pol Na Gile Marine Cage Fish Farm 
Site. Loch Shuna, as follows:

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to a controlled activity may have 
an impact on the water environment.
A copy of the application and any accompanying information may be 
inspected free of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9.30 a.m. 
and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (except local and national holidays). 
Alternatively, the application may be viewed on SEPA’s website at:
www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/advertised_applications.aspx
Any person affected or likely to be affected by or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days 
beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following address, 
quoting reference number CAR/L/1000800:
Registry Department, SEPA, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 
9XB
Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement 
will be taken into consideration in determining whether or not to grant the 
application.
Before determining the application, SEPA will: 
•assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the 

activity or activities;
•assess the indirect effects of that impact on any other aspects of the 

environment likely to be significantly affected;
•consider any likely adverse social and economic effects of that impact 

and of any indirect environmental effects that have been identified;
•consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefits of the 

activity;
•assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of 

other users of the water environment;
•assess what steps may be taken to ensure efficient and sustainable water 

use; and 
•apply and have regard to relevant legislation
SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application

Description of change to 
controlled activity

Discharge of trade effluent from 
marine cage fish farming of 
Atlantic Salmon from an increased 
maximum tonnage of 1500 tonnes.

Waters 
affected

Loch Shuna

National grid 
reference

NM 7745 0810

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/04031/FUL Site South West of
Rowancroft, Glasdrum
Road, Fort William

Erection of 5 houses
(renewal of
06/00348/FULLO)

Time period for comments is 14 days

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
*Mrs E A Connolly
2 South Cuil, Lismore & Appin
0.580 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.40809

Mr R MacColl
Portnacroish, Lismore & 
Appin
0.096 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.40933

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can be 
expressed in obtaining the 
tenancy of the area subject 
to the application.

The formation of a new 
community centre for 
Oban has taken a step 
forward with the creation 
of a group to progress 
research and funding 
applications.  The Oban 
Viewpoint Group is 
holding their inaugural 
meeting on Tuesday 
6th November 2012 at 
6.30pm in the Soroba 
Community Centre.  All 
welcome

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02011/PP Erection of 2500m 3 capacity slurry store Sgriob Ruadh Glengorm Road
Glengorm Isle of Mull
Argyll And Bute
PA75 6QD

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/02238/PP Extension to dwellinghouse. Innishail Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute
PA35 1JH

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/02293/PP Variation of Conditions 4 and 5 (layout 
and material finish) relative to planning 
permission reference 08/00165/COU 
(Change of use from agricultural site
to caravan site)

Elderberry Kiel Crofts 
Benderloch Oban
Argyll And Bute
PA37 1QS

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02302/PPP Renewal of planning permission 
reference 09/01866/PPP (site for the 
erection of 2 dwellinghouses)

Land Adjacent To Burnside
Ledaig Oban
Argyll And Bute
PA37 1QS

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02124/PP Erection of 5 affordable dwellinghouses 
with detached workshops, formation of 
new vehicular access and installation of 
septic tank

The Glebe Field Baile Mor
Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 7:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

12/02329/PP Erection of extension Spindrift Birch Drive
Bowmore Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA43 7JA

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Stuart Cannon trading as Kames Fish Farming 
Ltd of Kilmelford, By Oban, Argyll is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows:

To keep an extra 0 goods vehicles and 1 
trailer at the operating centre at Kilmelford, 
By Oban Argyll PA34 4XA.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 

386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making Representations is available 

OPEN MEETING
November 12th, MacPhail Centre, Ullapool at 7.30pm

Salmon Farming on the 
West Coast of Scotland

Salmon Farming Today
Talk by Salmon Farming Representative

Salmon Farming – Chemicals, Disease and the Environment
   Talk by Don Staniford  environmentalist 

(Scotland, Norway & Canada)

Debate:  Scottish Salmon Farming - 
Economic Saviour or Ecological Nightmare?”

Questions

Refreshments, tea/coffee and sandwiches in the concourse

All welcome

3 Bedroom 
Cottage to Let, 

on croft, 
Isle of Seil. 

Available 
unfurnished. 

£550 pcm + bills. 

Tel. 
07778 375657

Offers in the region 
of £100,000 each

Daldrishaig Cottages 
Treslaig, Fort Wiliam, Inverness-shire
Two well presented semi-detached cottages for sale in an elevated 
position and with outstanding views over Loch Linnhe to Ben 
Nevis.  Close to all local facilities and amenities.  The cottages 
are offered for sale either separately or together and would make 
either an ideal second holiday home or business opportunity.  
Accommodation comprises:  Hall, lounge, open kitchen, two 
bedrooms and shower room.  Part furnished and equipped.  Double 
glazed.  Easily maintained gardens laid to grass.  Designated 
parking for 2 cars per cottage to the rear.

bellingram.co.uk

The Old Squash Court 
Glencruitten, Oban

bellingram.co.uk

Detached, two storey former squash court for sale 
close to the town centre of Oban and within easy 
distance of all local facilities and amenities.  Ideal 
permanent home or holiday let.  Accommodation 

lounge and kitchen, three bedrooms (one en-suite), 
family bathroom and excellent storage areas.  

Ample off street parking.  Two raised balconies.  
Offers in the region 

of £210,000

West Coast property service

For Sale:  La Rocca, Connel.
Detached stone-built family house 
overlooking Loch Etive.

Two large reception rooms. 
Four bedrooms and study. 
Outbuilding with residential potential.

Full details on:
www.house-in-connel.co.uk
Tel. 01631 710131

Offers around 
£310,000

0800 081 8989

TO LET / MAY SELL

Oban Town Centre
1 Bedroom Flat, Fully 

Furnished, Close to 

Seafront,

Rent £420pcm + 
Council Tax + Bills.

For further details 

telephone 

07731 697374 

TO LET

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ARGYLL

COMMUNITY

HOUSING

ASSOCIATION

Inaugural Meeting of 
the Oban Viewpoint 
Group on November 

6, 2012 at 6.30pm

Soroba Community 
Centre, Oban



Buyers should note 
where standardised 

silhouettes are 
used they do not 

accurately represent 
the vehicle being sold
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£1200

Substantial 4 
wheel heavy duty; 
will carry 28ft, 3 
ton yacht, very 
good condition, 
£1200.  Includes 

free boat.

Telephone: 
01852 500258

BOAT 
TRAILER

£500 o.n.o.

Ideal for 7 – 16 years. vgc
Just been serviced.

Telephone: 
07501471315

(Oban)

110CC QUADZILLA 
QUAD BIKE

2006 RENAULT CLIO 1.5 
EXPRESSION DCI 86 (DIESEL)

£2995 o.n.o.

77,000 miles, full service history, 
MOT May 2013, 2 owners.

Call or text 07787561452

**Offers**

2002, 02 Plate. 
MOT till Sept 2013. 
Tax till Nov 2012.

Selling on behalf of customer.

Email:
sales@lixtoll.com

LANDROVER 
DISCOVERY 

110TD5

SEAFOOD TRAILER, 
12FT X 7FT

Great opportunity has arisen to purchase 
a 12ft by 7ft seafood trailer.  The trailer 
is in great condition inside and outside 
and is passed with all health and safety 

certificates.  It is easy towed and has 
plenty of bookings for festivals, shows 

and highland games.

Telephone 07733080339

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Daihatsus,
any 4 x 4, also 

considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures.
 Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020.

FORD MONDEO ESTATE
TDCi

£1750

6 speed, diesel, 53Reg, 
MOT Nov’13, 113,500 miles.

Tel: 07703112422WANTED

All Types of Diggers, 
Mini Diggers, JCBs
3CXs, Also MF and 

CASE, Any Condition, 
Any Age

Telephone: 
01250 884306
07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4’s and light 

commercials, Ford, 
Mercedes, Toyota 

etc.  Finance settled, 
company clearances 

welcome,
high miles, non 

runners considered, 
cash buyer.

Telephone 
07734304924

WANTED FOR
EXPORT

Landcruisers,
Hilux, also 2 
w/d Vauxhall 

Bravos, any 4 x4 
considered old or 
new, running or 
not, immediate 

payment on 
collection.

Telephone 
07703 490572

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

£600 o.n.o.

16FT ROWING
BOAT

Fibreglass, oars, 
life jackets. 

Loch Lomond
Telephone: 

07977148625

2000 VW
BEETLE 2.0L

£2,000

86,000mls. Great condition with plenty of service history, excel-
lent tyres all round. T&T until Feb 2013, lady owner and genuine-

ly looked after vehicle. New car forces sale

Tel: 07525 448184

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2008 Saab 93 vector sport auto est diesel 51,000 miles customers car ...£8,250
2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri 57,330 miles silver ................................. £4,390
2005 Ford Fiesta 1.25 studio 5dr black 28,000 miles ..........................£3,700
2006 Ford Mondeo 1.8lx gold 51,230 miles......................................... £3,350
2005 VauxhallI Astra 1.6 est silver 61,442 miles ................................. £3,250
2006 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 1.2Ltr Silver 3DR 77,600Miles ..................... £3,175
2003 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 1.2ltr blue 3dr 89,000miles ......................... £2,400
2004 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8ls grey 87,000 miles ......................................£1,800

VAN SALES
2006 vw It28 2.5tdi swb red 75,000 miles .....................................£3,795+vat
2007 citreon berlingo 600 xtr+hdi 66,000 miles 4 seater green ....£3,750+vat

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 VW Golf SE TSi, 5dr, Grey, 13,750 miles .................................... £13,950
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Black, Delivery Mileage..................... £8,250
11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 SE TD11, 5Dr, Grey, 10,650 miles ...................... £9,950
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 5,500 miles ......................... £8,650
60 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI Sport Tourer, Black, 11,000 miles ...... £9,500
10 Peugeot 207 Sport, 1.6 Auto, 5dr, silver, 13,650 miles.................. £8,750
10 Renault Clio i-music 1.2 5dr Blue, 18,000 miles........................... £8,450
59 Renault Megane Exp 1.5 DCi 5dr Black, 12,800 miles ................. £9,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCi 105, silver, 28,000 miles ........................ £9,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 18,000 miles ........................ £9,650
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 5dr, Red, 11,000 miles .................................... £8,950
09 Peugeot 308 SDT, Silver, 5dr hatchback ....................................... £6,500
08 Renault Megane Dyn Auto, Estate, Black, 25,000 miles................ £6,500
56 Renault Kangoo Venture DCi 86, Silver, 50,000 miles .................. £4,750
56 Renault Clio Exp. 1.2, 3dr, Blue, 38,000 miles ............................. £4,350
06 Renault Clio Dyn 1.4, 5dr, Black, 24,000 miles ............................ £4,750
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 50,000 miles ............................... £3,995
04 Mazda 2S 5dr, Red, 48,000 miles ................................................ £2,650

COMMERCIALS

11 Renault Kangoo, Silver, 6,000 miles ............................................. £8,500
08 Renault Master, SWB, white......................................................... £8,000
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver......................................... £7,000
05 Renault Master, White ................................................................. £4,000

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RS used
cars

Tel: 07590 914 558 / 07733 888 392
Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 4PJ

Trade-ins welcome and Finance available

Open 7 days
Free Warranty with every car.

www.rsusedcars.co.uk

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL: 

01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

If you are looking for a new car or 4x4, 
please call or check

Lomond Car Centre, Tel: 01389 765666
www.lomondcarcentre.co.uk

Lomond Auto Centre, Tel: 01389 756655
www.lomondautocentre.co.uk

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

FANTASIA 27

£8500 reduced to £6500 for quick sale

Fully equipped, 6 berth inboard diesel, drop keel,
mooring included prime site Connel. 

Tel: 07515 105472

TRIUMPH DAYTONA 
955i

£2250

2003 Triumph Daytona 955i Centennial Edition, British racing 
green, less than 10,000 genuine miles from new and in excel-
lent condition, garaged summer use only, a lovely example and 

bargain at £2250 for a quick sale.

Tel: 07919577679 

£4750 o.n.o.

Oct 51 plate. 
Oxford Blue/Beige trim. 

135,000mls. MOT March 
2013. Currently SORN 

– wife’s winter car. 
Private reg. available on 

retention.
Telephone: 

07831 569000

RANGE ROVER 2.5 
DHSE AUTO

PEUGEOT
206 SW

£1200 o.n.o.

Diesel, “53” Reg, MOT - October 2013
Road Tax  (£30 per year) 
Mileage 120,000 miles

Tel: 01586 830619 or 07955034949

SPECIAL OFFER
EX DISPLAY PIONER 13

ONLY £3,700 INC.VAT

SPECIAL OFFER
EX DISPLAY PIONER 13

C/W NEW YAMAHA F6AMS TWIN CYL.

STODDARTS OF OBAN TEL.01631 564176
JOHN.STODDARTS@BTCONNECT.COM

WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

SPECIAL OFFER
NEW HONDA TRX420FPM

ONLY £6,000 + VAT Save over £700
FINANCE AND DELIVERY ARRANGED

NEW HONDA TRX420FPM POWER STEERING, 2/4WD
FITTED WITH HONDA HEATED GRIPS AND WARN WINCH

STODDARTS OF OBAN TEL.01631 564176
JOHN.STODDARTS@BTCONNECT.COM

WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

FIAT PUNTO
ACTIVE 1.2

£2500 o.n.o.

5 Door Blue 56 plate
60,000 miles

One years MOT, 6mths Road Tax

Tel: 07726434707



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

PERSONALS
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FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

stoves

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage drain problems

Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

1st Choice Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

unused and in original 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

stored Marley Modern 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

used. Sold house, bargain  

house,  bargain available 

DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREWOOD

 FURNITURE

extends to oval, and round 

Silver metal handles and 

sound. available Friday 

GARDEN

GARDEN MACHINERY

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

and unused, still boxed, 

HIGHLAND DRESS

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS

shelves and brushed steel 

HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

slight damage to rear 

 LOST AND FOUND

MAIL ORDER

MISCELLANEOUS

brass handles   1 has glass 

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

individually or by the 

TOYS AND GAMES

Thank you to 
all who give 
so regularly 
to St John’s 
Ballachulish

Graveyard fund. 
Iain MacKenzie.

blinds

tree services

FIREWOOD
Delivered in 
cubic metre 

bags.
£40 per bag.

Discount for 4 
or more bags.
07747 016900 or 
07920 116297.

Lochaber
Chimney

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

WANTED

HARDY FISHING
TACKLE

Old and Modern
Also other makes of 

old tackle
Please

Telephone
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-

selling weekly newspaper in the 

Highlands and is distributed via 

1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Chief Reporter
Euan Paterson

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller

mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan

sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr

forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Manager
Fiona MacInnes

fmacinnes@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop

adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142

Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Fiona Bennett

fbennett@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross

nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld

mauld@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 4 November 2012

Trinity 22
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Sung Eucharist.............10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki NcNelly Provost

(01631) 562323
Kilbrandon Kirk

Holy Eucharist .............15.15
Holy Cross, Portnacroish,

Appin
Evensong......................18.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Matins .......................... 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 4 November 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

MATTHEWS - DUFF
Fiona Matthews and Alasdair Duff, both of Taynuilt, 

were married at Muckairn Parish Church, Taynuilt, by 
Rev Robert Brookes on 14th July. They celebrated with 

family and friends thereafter, at the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, with a reception and lively ceilidh.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg

GRADUATION

Kirsty Shona Hill graduated with a B.Sc 1st Class Honours 
in Marine Science from the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science which is a partner of the UHI. Daughter of Dennis 
and Shona Hill, Fort William, Kirsty is a former pupil of 

Upper Achintore Primary and Lochaber High School.

“Here when you need us most”

Tel: 01397 702128 (24hrs)
www.johnmclellanfunerals.co.uk

enquiries@johnmclellanfunerals.co.uk

JOHN McLELLAN & CO
- Funeral Directors -

Dudley Road • Fort William • PH33 6JB
Making a Will is important and can reduce the stress on 
family members once you have gone.
Anderson Banks are pleased to be participating in 
Will Aid 2012.
Will Aid is the UK’s top charity will-writing scheme.
Will Aid offers you an opportunity to make or update your 
Will in return for a donation to charity.
Please contact us for further information and to make an 
appointment throughout the month of November to participate 
in this worthwhile, charitable scheme.

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk 
Email:  info@andersonbanks.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 562562   Fax: 01631 562203
Email: damunn.oban@hotmail.co.uk

Website: www.munns-oban.co.uk

Breadalbane Street, Oban, PA34 5NZ

24 hour family run business  

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and Son. 

We carry out services for all denominations 
as well as humanist services.

D & A Munn have been responding to the needs of the 
bereaved in Oban and the surrounding areas since 1880, 

a tradition we are very proud of.

NO MATTER what life 
throws at you, losing a loved 

one is one of the most difficult 
things to deal with. At times like 
this, it’s good to know you’re never 
alone.
Like any emotional trauma, grief 
can manifest itself in a number 
of different ways and there is no 
wrong or right method to come to 
terms with events.
Some may feel confusion or 
disbelief, while others can be angry 
or even feel guilt at something 
they could do nothing to prevent.
Loneliness, anxiety, fatigue or 
even a sense of numbness are also 
common emotions and nothing 
to be alarmed about. 
It is not unusual either to experi-
ence physical symptoms; with 
headaches, lethargy, muscle trem-

ors and even dizziness common 
experiences.
The truth is there is no hard and 
fast rule on how to deal with a loss 
and what you will feel in doing 
so. 
There are, however, a number of 
different ways in which you can 
help yourself through these tough 
times, allowing you to get on 
with life while preserving those 
treasured memories in a way that 
lets you look back with fondness 
and a smile.
Something many people find 
beneficial is talking to friends 
and family, recounting memories 
and sharing stories that summed 
up the character of the person no 
longer with them.
Such discussions remind everyone 
why the bereaved was so loved in 

the first place and why they en-
riched your life and that of those 
around you.
In a similar vein, some may 
consider making a tribute of some 
kind to help pay their respects in a 
physical of symbolic way.
With that in mind, the funeral 
can be one of the most important 
parts of the grieving process. 
Funeral directors will take care of 
the practical arrangements and 
guide you through the selection 
of flowers, music and order of 
events, helping make the poignant 
occasion reflect your wishes.
But most of all, the funeral offers a 
chance to say goodbye while shar-
ing memories, experiences and 
anecdotes with friends and family 
- a true celebration of a person so 
important to so many.

Coping with
Bereavement

At Stevenson Kennedy we can help in all 
sorts of ways following a bereavement. 
We can provide practical help and caring 

to  register the death at the Registrar’s. 
We will carry out the administration of 
an estate no matter the size. We can 

and give a full accounting.

If you need help then contact us on 
01631 562317

Stevenson Kennedy Solicitors Ltd.
Tel:  01631 562317

Have you suffered 
bereavement?

Are you looking for 
someone to talk to?

Appointments 
available in Strachur

Confidential support 
from Pam Hall 

Tel: 07768 463563
Email: info@therapyhall.co.uk

www.therapyhall.co.uk

Therapy Hall

North Argyll Carers Centre Counselling Service

North Argyll Carers Centre offers a free 
counselling service to carers and those 
trying to adjust to a loss in their lives.
Loss or transition can be so many things 
not only the loss of a significant person in your life. It 
could be the loss of a job, self esteem, health, or change 
of lifestyle to name just a few.
For more information about this service please contact  
Ruth Moody at North Argyll Carers Centre.

North Argyll Carers Centre 
Albany Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AL

Phone: 01631 564422     Mobile 07786706417
E-mail:ruth@nothargyllcarers.org.uk

If you have a Counselling qualification and wish to 
volunteer with us, please contact Ruth who will be very 

happy to discuss the options.

Oban Solicitor climbs Mount 
Olympus for Charity

Pictured right to left are Gordon McNab of Stevenson 
Kennedy, Solicitors, Oban, Sandy Jackson and Graham 
Chadwick at the summit of Skolio peak, Mount Olympus, 
Greece. At 2912 m they arrived to the home of the ancient 
gods. The conditions were poor with rain wind and mist 
but the climb was something Gordon had wanted to do since his school days. It was a great 

how far you could fall said Gordon.
It was decided that the climb would raise money for the Oban Carer’s Centre in Albany Street, Oban. 
The centre provides practical help and advice for many people. They offer help to dementia and 
Alzheimers carers, young carers looking after parents and relatives and they provide bereavement 
counselling  as well as many other services. This is a great facility for Oban. 
A huge thank you is due to everyone who has donated so far and so generously. If you would 
like to make a donation then please contact Gordon at Stevenson Kennedy, 19 Stevenson 
kennedy, Oban Tel 01631 562317.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

BIRTHS
MACCALLUM - LANE
– Susan, Matthew and 
Georgia are delighted with 
their new arrival, Harrison 
MacCallum Lane, born 
October 23 at Paisley 
RAH, weighing 9lbs. Many 
thanks to the staff at Oban
and Paisley maternity units.
NICOLSON – To Colin and 
Noreen (nee Carolann) on 
October 17, 2012 in Dublin, 
the precious gift of a son, 
James Finlay.

MARRIAGES
MACDOUGALL –
MERRITT – At Luss Parish 
Church, on October 20 
2012, by the Rev. Dr. Dane 
Sherrard, Neil, youngest son 
of Freena and the late Callum, 
Bunessan to Lesley, only 
daughter of George and Janis, 
Motherwell.

DEATHS
BROWN - Sadly, on Sunday 
morning, October 28, 2012, 
at The Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, aged just 
53 years, Jackie of Columba 
Court, Oban, (formerly of 

Road, Oban), beloved sister 
to Ann, Pat and the late Victor, 
sister-in-law, aunt, great aunt 
and friend to many.  She will 
be sadly missed.  Celebration 
of her life to be held at 
Clydebank Crematorium at 
1.30 p.m., Monday, November 

but donations if desired, to 
Macmillan Cancer Support.
FILES - Suddenly but 
peacefully, at Lorn & Islands 
Hospital, Oban on October 
25, 2012, in his 82nd year, 
Tom, beloved husband of the 
late Sarah Campbell, a much 
loved dad, grandad and great 
grandad. Sorely missed.
GRAHAM – Very suddenly 
on Sunday, October 21, 2012, 
at Cotton Row, Deanston, 
David A Graham of Keil, 
Ardgour, also late of Davie’s 
Cabs, Brechin, a dear son 
of the late David and Helen, 
also father to David and the 
late Leanne, also brother and 
granddad to the family and 
dear partner to Charlotte and 
friend to her family.  Funeral 
service on Friday, November 
2, at Ardgour Parish Church at 
11.30am.  Interment thereafter 
in church cemetery to which all 
friends are respectfully invited.
MACAULAY - Peacefully 
in hospital, on October 30, 
2012, in her 98th year, Annie, 
(nee MacLarty), formerly of 
Heather Cottage, Ichrachan, 
Taynuilt, beloved wife of the 
late Duncan, dearest mother 
of Jennifer and Margaret and 
a much loved granny and 
great granny.  Funeral will 
take place from Muckairn 
Parish Church, Taynuilt, on 
Wednesday, November 7,
2012 at 1.00 p.m.  Family 

donations will be taken
for Muckairn Parish Church.
MACPHAIL - Peacefully, at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, Ward B, on October 
25, 2012, Mary, (nee Gay), 

Taynuilt, adoring wife of the 
late Neil MacPhail and much 
loved mum, granny and sister.
Will be greatly and sorely missed.
McCULLOCH - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on October 26, 2012, in 
her 84th year, Catherine, dear 
daughter of the late James and 
Margaret McCulloch, beloved 
sister of the late Helen and 
much loved Aunt of David, 
Carol and Fiona.  Funeral 
will take place at Church of 
Scotland, Corran Esplanade, 
Oban on Thursday November 
1, at 11.30 am. Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.  Family 

for British Heart Foundation.
MICHIE - Peacefully at 
Belford Hospital, Fort William 
on Monday, October 22, 2012, 
Robert (Bob) Michie, aged 
94 years, beloved husband 
of Margaret, much loved 
father of Charles, Jim and 
Ian, devoted grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Funeral 
service at Kilmallie Church, 
Corpach on Friday, November 
2 at 12 noon. A short service 
for family will take place at 
Inverness Crematorium on 
Saturday, November 3 at 

please, donations if desired, 
for Belford Hospital may be 
given at the church door.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GIBSON – Douglas, husband 
of his dearly beloved Jean, 
who passed to the keeping 
of her Lord on October 16, 

stay in Oban Hospital, joins 
with her sister Barbara and 
all the families, in giving 
thanks for her life.  Thanks 
are due to all who attended 
the service and cremation at 
Cardross on October 22, and, 
in Kilchattan Church, the 
service of celebration of her 
life on October 23, both led 
with compassion by the Rev 
Dr Kenneth Ross.  Thanks for 
the love and endless support 
of friends and communities of 
Luing and Seil over the many 

thanks go to all staff in Ward 
B.  We express our gratitude 
for the care and never tiring 
attention shown by Dr George 
Hannah and all staff of the 
Easdale Medical Practice 
and Dr Alan Henderson and 
his staff in the Oban Hospital 
over many years.  Thanks 
to Hamish Hoey and Son 

arrangement of the funeral 
needs.  Donations received 
at both services came to £660 
which will be given to The 
British Red Cross and the 
SSPCA.
MITCHELL - Donald 
Hamilton, late of Barrhead, 
Glasgow and Milton, Caolis, 
Isle of Tiree, died peacefully 
at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley on the 
October 10, following illness.
Nanette and family would 
like to thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expression of sympathy 
and support at this sad time.
A special thanks to the 
ACCORD Macmillan nurses 
for all the support they gave 
over the last few months, 
and to Elizabeth MacFarlan 
for conducting the service at 
Woodside Crematorium. A 
Retiral Collection in aid of 
ACCORD Macmillan fund 
raised £305.00.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband Jimmy, who passed 
away on November 1, 2006.
Loving thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever.
- Mary, Invercoe, Glencoe.
BROWN - In loving memory 
of our dad, father-in-law, and 
grandfather, Jimmy who 
passed away  November 1, 
2006.
Deep in our hearts you’ll 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- From all the family at 
Invercoe.
CALDERWOOD - In 
loving memory of John, a 
dear husband, father, father-
in-law and grandfather, who 
passed away October 29, 
2003.
Always in our thoughts.
- Katie and family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dad Ewen, 
died November 3, 2000.
Still in our thoughts every 
day.
- Emma and Eilidh, 
Druimarbin.
CAMERON – Margaret 
(Nana). Died October 30, 
2008.
Missed so much.
Love from all the family
CRAIK - Treasured 
memories of our dearest 
parents, brothers Robert and 
Sandy and sister Nancy.
Always remembered.
- Chrissie and Charlotte.
HARLEY – Jennifer.
In loving memory of a 
wonderful daughter, mother 
and grandma, taken from us 
on October 31, 2008, aged 
38 years.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Joyce, Nicola and Ryan.
HARLEY – In memory 
of our sister Jennifer died 
October 31, 2008.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Susan, Diane.
Also special aunt to Justine, 
Kyle, Robyn, Lauren.

HENDRY - Malcolm.
I thought of you with love 
today
But that is nothing new
I thought about you yesterday 
and the days before that too
I think of you in silence and 
often speak your name
All I have are memories and 
your picture in a frame
Your memory is my keepsake 
with which I will never part
God has you in his keeping
I have you in my heart.
- From his mum Marie, sisters 
Liz and Marie and brother 
Alistair.
MACCALMAN - Treasured 
memories of Netta, a very 
much loved sister, sister-in-
law and beloved auntie who 
died  October 31, 2007 and of 
a dear bother-in-law and uncle, 
Archie, died  March 21, 2006.
Both in our thoughts and 
forever sadly missed.
MACLACHLAN – In 
memory of our father and 
grandfather Ian, who died 
October 29, 1990.
Loved and remembered 
always. 
- From all the family in 
Blairgowrie and Muir of Ord.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Donald, much 
loved husband, father and 
grandfather died October 31, 
2004 aged 64 years.
Our family chain is broken
Nothing is the same
But as God calls us one by 
one

BRAIDWOOD – John 
T. (JB). Mabel would 
like to thank her children, 
Dawn, Matthew, Zoe 
& William for all their 
unfailing love and support 
during their father’s long 
illness. Also my brothers, 
brothers-in-law, sisters-
in-law, nieces, nephews 
and grandchildren. Good 
neighbours, friends and 
past colleagues and all 
who sent lovely cards, 

comfort. Hilary Brown 
and Macmillan Nurses, 
community nurses, 
doctors and staff at Lorn 
Medical Centre. Father 
MacNeil for spiritual 
support, Bishop Joseph 

My son Matthew for his 
moving eulogy for his 
father, my niece Lesley 
for readings and poem.
Christine Collings for her 
loving care and all who 
attended John’s funeral 
mass. All who were at the 
graveside, Torquil Telfer 
for playing Sands of 
Kuwait. Hamish Hoey & 
Son’s undertakers. All who 
donated to the Macmillan 
nurses (£500). Thank you, 
God Bless you all, Mabel.

Mac Dougall-MacLean
Dorothy to Malcom, by the 
late Rev Willie Mac Donald, 

at Oban Parish Church 
October 31st 1962 .

Will much love , all the 
family, home and away  

xx

Golden
Wedding

GOLDEN WEDDING

The chain will link again.
- Chrissie and family, 
Inverlochy.
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of James, a dear 
brother, uncle and great uncle 
who died on November 1, 
2007.
Remembered always with our 
love
Sadly missed every day.
- Betty and all the family.
ROBERTSON - 
Remembering a dear dad 
and dad- in-law Alastair, who 
passed away November 4, 
1995.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mary and Arthur.
SMITH – Remembering with 
love my husband David, who 
died November 1, 2005.
There is a link death cannot 
sever
Love and remembrance last 
forever.
- Floey.
WELSH – Treasured 
memories of our mam Jessie, 
who died October 27, 2006.
May the winds of love blow 
softly
And whisper so you’ll hear
We will always love and miss 
you 
And wish that you were here.
- The Welsh family, Oban and 
away.
WILL – Precious memories 
of Jason, died November 7, 
1998.
Sadly missed.
- Love from all the family.
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£600

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

B Maskell
Glencruitten, Oban

G Shimmons
Croftwood Avenue, Glasgow

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

FOOTBALL

Saints turn in a
Jekyll and Hyde
performance

Lewis Cameron in a race for the ball with Thorn defender Jason 
Henderson.

BOXING

TAG RUGBY

Umbro SAFL Premier Division
Oban Saints 1

Thorn Athletic 2
SAINTS turned in a Jekyll and 
Hyde performance in this game 
against old rivals Thorn Athletic 
and it was the men from John-
stone who picked up all three 
points in an eventful game at 
Glencruitten.
The match was delayed for 45 

minutes as the Thorn bus broke 
down on the way to Oban, but 
the Saints’ supporters must be 
scratching their heads as to 
how a squad of players who 

performance full of energy and 
good football were so poor in the 
second half. If Saints had taken 
their chances they could have 
been two or three goals up at the 
interval.

boys had suffered in 11 matches, 
but they can’t be turning in sec-
ond half performances like this 
one and expect to win games.

Iain Jackson made just one 
change from the team who 
defeated Crosslands 4-0 in 
the Scottish Cup the previous 
Saturday with Willie Gemmell 
coming into the starting line-up 
for the injured Chris Graham.

Hammer and tongs
The game started at a cracking 

pace with both teams going at it 

real chance didn’t come until 
the 14th minute when a Mattie 
Rippon pile-driver sailed inches 
over the bar.

Thorn looked pretty solid in 
defence well marshalled by 
skipper Paul Young, but Saints 
were taking the game to them 
and took the lead in the 21st 
minute with a well worked goal. 
Willie Gemmell fed a good pass 
through to Craig MacEwan who 
swept the ball out wide to Lewis 
Cameron who beat his marker 
before cutting the ball back to 
Donald Campbell to thump a 
low shot past Thorn net-minder 
Liam McWilliams.

The home side were playing 
some good football and had 
Thorn back pedalling for long 
spells and they almost increased 
their lead in the 31st minute but 
Willie Gemmell’s free kick, 
whistled inches past the wrong 
side of the post.

Willie had another go from a 
free kick in the 37th minute and 
only a brilliant diving save from 
Liam McWilliams denied the 
Oban side a second goal.

The visitors almost equalised 
right on the half time whistle 
when some slack play allowed 
Thorn a shot on goals, but thank-
fully for Saints Willie Gemmell 
was on hand to head the ball off 
the line.

The manger’s interval team 
talk was ‘more of the same’ but 
that just didn’t happen as it was 
Thorn who grabbed the game by 
the scruff of the neck and started 
to take control.

The home side huffed and 
puffed with nothing going right 
and it was no surprise when the 

visitors equalised after Chris 
Fitzpatrick beat Craig MacEwan 

a dangerous cross into the box 
which was headed goalwards by 
Craig McGlone. Saints keeper 
Daniel Cassells made a brilliant 
close range save but couldn’t 
stop the ball falling to Ross 
Horne who stabbed it home.

Galvanise
This seemed to galvanise the 

Johnstone team as they pushed 
forward for the winner. Saints 
were struggling to get to grips 
with the game now, although 
Craig MacEwan had a great 
chance when he got on the end of 
a corner but somehow scooped 
the ball over the bar from close 
range.

The winning goal came 10 
minutes from the end when 
Willie Gemmell failed to control 
the ball and in attempting to win 
it back fouled Mark Downey 20 
yards out. Up stepped Thorn 
skipper Paul Young to curl a 
great free kick past the helpless 
Daniel Cassells and into the top 
corner of the net.

The home side were stunned 
by this goal and although they 
battled away they never looked 
like breaking down a stubborn 
Thorn defence and it was the 
league leaders who travelled 
back down the road to Johnstone 
with all three points in the bag.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
dejected after the game. He said: 
‘I certanly didn’t see that result 

half showing. We were doing 
everything right, moving the 
ball quickly, closing them down 
when they had possession, our 
passing was good, and so was 
the football, but the second half 
was a bit of a disaster.’

Saints have a chance to redeem 
themselves this Saturday when 
they play at home again in the 
league, this time to Finnart, but 
this will be a tough game for the 
local lads as the newly promoted 
Glasgow team have had a few 
impressive results this season.

The match will be played at 
Glencruitten  with a 2pm kick 
off with referee Alessandro 
Savarese in charge.

‘I certainly didn’t see that result coming 
after our excellent first half showing’

SEVERAL teams from the Oban Express Primary Football League 
travelled to Lochgilphead last Saturday to play in a seven-a-side 
football festival organised by the Lochgilphead Soccer Centre. 

Oban Saints 2002 and 2003 teams, as well as Oban Thistle and 
Oban Galaxy, made the trip to Mid Argyll. All teams did well 
playing against various age groups from both Lochgilphead and 
Campbeltown.

With a very cold and wet day in prospect the players were eager to 
get going and with all teams getting four games each they were able 
to showcase their skills while keeping warm.

Lochgilphead Soccer Centre send a couple of teams up to Oban 
every Sunday to play in the Primary Football League so it was a 
pleasant change for the Oban sides to travel to Mid Argyll to play 
them as well as teams from Campbeltown.

The coaches from the Oban teams would like to thank Lochgilp-
head Soccer Centre for organising a well run event and for inviting 
them to the festival.

Oban teams travel
to Lochgilphead
Football Festival

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

MORE  THAN 230 primary school children 
from nine schools in Argyll gathered on 

rugby festival.
The event, held at the Oban Lorne RFC 

pitch, was organised by Argyll and Bute 

Active School co-ordinator Dale Kupris.
Allan said: ‘This year’s festival saw the 

largest ever take up of the sport with hun-
dreds of children showing off their skills on 

‘Most importantly they had fun doing 
so, in-keeping with the theme of the day 
as no scores and results are taken from the 
games.’

It is hoped that the event will boost the 
numbers of mini rugby players at Oban 
Lorne RFC who train every Sunday from 
1-2pm at Glencruitten. All players from 
primary four to seven are welcome.

Argyll Rugby and Active Schools would 
like to thank all the schools who made the 

effort to take part and Oban High School PE 
department for providing a high standard 
group of sports coaches who refereed the 
games on the day.

Annual tag rugby 
festival in Oban

A LOCHABER boxing 
coach has been shortlisted for 
national development coach of 
the year at the sportscotland 

Volunteering Awards 2012. 
Niall Clark of Lochaber 

Phoenix ABC in Fort William 
was put forward for the 
accolade after being named 
as regional winner for the 
Highlands and Islands. 

Niall, 41, an assistant 
manager with a local 

of his spare time to developing 
young boxing talent, often 
to national and international 
standard.

Typically modest about 
his achievement, Niall was 
quick to share his honour with 
others.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘It’s not just me - Vince Lopez 
and Stevie Docherty [coach 

who have helped just as much.
‘Also, it’s important to 

mention that we could not 
achieve anything if it wasn’t 
for the hard work of the boys.’

Clark Lochaber Sports 
Association chairperson 
Jane Blanchard said of the 
news: ‘This is a very well 
deserved recognition of Niall’s 

dedication to the development 
his youngsters. It is thanks 
to his hard work that some of 
his boxers are now enjoying 
national level successes.’

High Life Highland is a 
partner with sportscotland in 
the awards.

Abigail Evans may have to give up on her Commonwealth Games dream unless she can attract 
sponsorship. 16_t44abigail01

Dreams could be shattered
unless Abigail finds a sponsor

SWIMMINGA TALENTED swimmer’s 
dreams of competing for Scot-
land at the next Commonwealth 
Games may be shattered, unless 

attend crucial competitions.
Abigail Evans, from Oban, is 

on a swimming scholarship at 
Strathallan School in Perthshire, 
where she trains more than 20 
hours per week on top of her 
studies. She also competes with 
Dundee City Aquatics.

The 16 year old has recently 
returned from the British Na-
tional Inter-Counties Swimming 

where she represented Scot-
tish Midlands. Fellow Oban 
swimming prospect, Matthew 
Anderson, now competing with 
Edinburgh Warrander Baths 
Club, also competed in the event 
for Scotland East.

Coached
Abigail has realistic goals to 

compete internationally and is 
being coached by former Com-
monwealth Games swimmer 

But in order to remain at the 
highest level possible, Abigail 

spends around £3,000 a year 
travelling to competitions and 
a lack of funds means she has 
been missing swimming meets 
since June.

Her mother, Maureen, said: 
‘Abigail is swimming for her 
county but, because of family 
circumstances, she has been un-
able to compete in all the races 
she needs to in order to progress 
in the sport.

‘Unless she gets some sponsor-
ship, she will have to give up 
competing at that level.

‘People think swimming is a 
cheap sport but when you take 
into account competition fees, 
accommodation, travel and 
swimsuits, it all adds up.’

Abigail, a product of Oban 
Otters Swimming Club, admit-
ted she could not have come 
as far as she has without the 
support of Atlantis Leisure, 
where she is on the Elite Athlete 
Programme. She is also grateful 
for previous grants from Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease, 
Oban Rotary Club and the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund.

She has since written to 

30 businesses for help with 
sponsorship. She received only 
one reply, stating that particular 
business was unable to help.

A determined Abigail said: 
‘I really enjoy racing; it is the 
best part of being a swimmer. I 
wouldn’t train this hard if I was 
just doing it for fun.

‘My main aim is to get to 
the Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow. I can’t look past that 
just now.’

Familiar one
Scottish Swimming said 

Abigail’s situation was a familiar 
one, which led to the organisa-
tion starting its Back a Rising 
Star programme. Because she is 
not in the Scottish youth squad, 
Abigail is not eligible for fund-
ing assistance, unless a success-
ful nomination is made  to the 
programme on her behalf.

Anyone who is interested in 
sponsoring Abigail can contact 
Maureen on 01631 564 124 or 
email maureen.evans@virgin.
net.

GOLF
Winter league

RESULTS form the Islay winter 
league played on Sunday 21 
October: 1 Chris Drain 39 pts; 
2 Graham Hamilton 39 pts; 3 
Charles Holyoake 38 pts.

Dedicated: Niall Clark with 
James Aitchison, one of the 
young boxers he coached to 
national honours. 20_f44niall01

Phoenix coach up 
for top award

Great fightback 
from Oban boys

SCHOOL FOOTBALL
OBAN High School Under-16s 

defeat Williamwood High 
School in the Scottish Cup on 
Monday. They were 2-0 down 
with 15 minutes to go, then 
scored two goals in a minute to 
take the game to extra time. The 
Oban boys then netted three 

score 5-2.
Scoring for Oban were Alan 

Buchanan, Connor Howe, 

Stewart Twort.

WINTER Nine Hole Stableford 
played on Sunday 28 October 
- 1 Iain Wilshire 24 points; 2 
John Weir 21 points; 3 Tom 
Nunn 15 points.

Winter 9 Hole medal played 
on 7 October - 1st Shaun Fisher 
43-12-31; 2 Graham Davidson 
36-03-33; 3 Iain Wilshire 
42-09-33.

Junior 9 Hole Winter Medal 
- 1 Lewis Wilshire 35-05-30; 2 
William MacCrone 39-03-36; 3 
Ross McCrone 48-07-41.

GOLF

Tobermory golf
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SHINTY/HURLING

Scotland’s hopes
crushed by a
superb display
from the Irish 

Senior Shinty/Hurling 
International

Ireland 8-11 (51pts)
Scotland 4 - 3 (23pts)

SCOTLAND Shinty star Finlay 
MacRae held his hands up after 

Macaulay Under 17 
sixes tournament 
at Mossfield 
THE Under 17 Macaulay Six-
a-side Tournament is set to take 

Park, Oban.
The action gets underway at 

noon and everyone is welcome 
to attend and watch the future 
stars of shinty.

game of the 2012 shinty season 
when they take on Inverness in 
Spean Bridge on Saturday.

And if Michael Delaney’s 
men can avoid defeat they will 
ensure they go up to the Orion 
Group Premiership with an 
unbeaten league season behind 
them.

Lochaber have won both 
league meetings between 
the sides this season with an 
aggregate score of 12-1. 

Win, lose or draw Inverness 

place in Marine Harvest North 
Division One.

Oban Camanachd under-17 and under-14 A teams won their respective south six-a-side shinty competitions at Mossfield on Sunday. 
Both teams are pictured with their trophies. 

Lochaber try for 
unbeaten league 
season

Ireland crushed the Scots 51-23 
in Ennis on Saturday, claiming 
the Irish display was the best 
he’s seen.

Drew McNeil’s Scots were 
hopeful of overturning the six 

point, and 3-1 series lead, held 

at Bught Park, Inverness, on 
October 20th.

Sadly, it all went wrong for 
the dark blues as Ireland turned 

in a mesmerizing display which 
left the Scottish players and 
backroom staff in awe.

Kinlochshiel’s MacRae him-

from a direct hit in the opening 
40 minutes; something which 

However, he and the other 
Scottish players could only con-
gratulate the Irish on what was 
an example of excellence.

performance I have seen,’ said 
MacRae, who was struggling 
to comprehend the manner of 

Cusack Park.
Brilliant

‘To be honest, it must have 
been brilliant for others to watch 
and I am going to watch it back 
again myself because they were 
totally brilliant.

‘But it is hard to be happy, even 
scoring myself, and all you can 
say is ‘well done’ to Ireland.

‘I don’t think we’ve scored 
four goals in a long time but you 

for Ireland.
‘It is hard for the management 

because they will have to look at 
that and decide the way forward 
for next season.’

MacRae and his younger 
brother Keith both managed to 
get on the scoresheet in Ennis, 
with Keith stabbing a loose ball 
into the net for a goal in injury 
time.

The younger sibling also hit 
a second half point over the 

Scotland captain Norman Campbell takes a fall in the challenge with Steven Clynch (Ireland). Eire v Scotland, shinty / hurling 
international, played in Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland  Photo: Neil G Paterson 

Scotland’s Neil Macdonald feels the hurley of Ireland’s Patrick Maher. Eire v Scotland, shinty / 
hurling international, played in Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland  Photo: Neil G Paterson

‘It is hard for the management as they
will have to decide the way forward’ 

Scotland’s Daniel Cameron jousts with Ireland’s Steven Clynch. Eire v Scotland, shinty / hurling 
international, played in Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland .  

uprights. Once again, though, 
Scotland’s principal threat came 
from the caman of Caberfeidh’s 
Kevin Bartlett, who amassed a 
creditable 12 points.

When the diminutive wing 
forward hit a point over the bar 
in only 10 seconds, Scotland 
must have felt they were on the 
right track.

Unfortunately, that didn’t last 
long. Bartlett hit a point over the 

goals into the net in the second 
period but the Irish were kilome-
tres in front by that time.

Further points
Patrick Maher, Shane Dooley 

(three goals) and Brendan 
Murtagh all claimed goals in the 
opening half and Seamus Cal-
lanan of Tipperaray (four points) 
and Murtagh (two points) added 
further points.

Ireland maintained their tempo 
after the interval. Second half 
goals came from Barry McFall, 
Murtagh and Callanan.

Dooley’s hitting was clinical 
and he took a further three 
points. Paudie Reilly (1) and  
Murtagh (1), completed their roll 
call of marksmen.

Under 21 Shinty/Hurling 
International

Ireland 3 - 8 (23pts)
Scotland 2 - 9 (19pts)

A late Irish charge denied Ronald 
Ross a debut victory as Scotland 
U-21 Shinty boss, 24 hours 
before the senior international.

The Scots fell 23 - 19 to Ire-
land’s hurlers in Gurteen, County 
Clare last Friday evening but led 
the match with only 10 minutes 
remaining.

Given the quality of the 

the young Scots have bridged 
the gap between the two nations 
recently at this level.

-
aber’s Ben Delaney and double-
point strikes over the uprights 
from Lovat’s Greg Matheson 
and Kinlochshiel’s John MacRae 

half.

Ireland were never far behind, 
though, and Tony Kelly of Clare 

hosts.

Scots were 9-8 to the good and 
continued to look threatening.

Greg Matheson, who had a pro-

surprise package, Lovat, proved 
his goals are not restricted to 
domestic games.

two double-point strikes and 
James Dunn also converted over 
the bar.

Ultimately, it wasn’t enough 
for Scotland. As the game wore 
on, the Irish found their rhythm 
and pressed the Scots back.

Their game-changing late goal 
came from the hurley of Seavna 
Morris of Meath as they ran out 
23-19 winners.

Scotland women claim 
victory over Irish in Ennis

Under 21s lose out
in close game

Scotland captain Rory Kennedy gets after Niall O’Brien. during the Eire v Scotland Under 
21s, shinty/hurling international, played in Ennis, Co. Clare last Friday.  Photo: Neil G Paterson Irish hurler Nathan Unwin gets away from James Dunn and Neale Reid. Photo: Neil G Paterson

Womens Shinty/Camogie Match
Clare 1 - 2 (5pts)

Scotland 5 - 6 (21pts)
GOALS from Jane Nicol (2), 
Laura Gallagher, Lorna MacRae 
and captain Katie Drain saw 
Scotland complete a comprehen-
sive 5-6 (21) to 1-2 (5) victory 
over an all-Clare Ireland side 
in the Camogie/Shinty Interna-
tional last Saturday morning.  
The visitors led by 1-4 to 0-0 

at the break and would push 21 
-

nally score in the dying minutes 
when two AnneMarie Fitzgerald 
frees were followed by a Teresa 
Roseingrave goal.
 Before the game the Scottish 
women were delighted to have 
the honour of meeting Irish 
President Michael D Higgins 
and Camogie President Aileen 
Lawlor and following a team 
talk from coaching team Laura 
MacKay and Sarah Corrigall, and 
captain Katie Drain, took their 

level the series score and make 
amends for the Scottish U/21 
defeat on Friday evening.

The Scotland women showed 
strength and dominance from 
the very start as a dynamic and 
skilled forward line consistently 
caused problems for the Irish 
defence.

Niamh Donnelly of Aberdour 
did an excellent job of carrying 
the ball up the left wing whilst 
the Irish back line could not 
contend with the skill and power 
of  Badenoch & Strathspey top 
goal scorer, Jane Nicol.

Controlling

as a unit controlling the centre 
line and continuously feeding 
excellent balls through to the 
forwards and whilst the score 
might suggest that the Scottish 
defence were seldom challenged; 
they also supplied excellent 

pushed forward to support the 

The Scottish scoring was con-
sistent and of a great standard, 
the forward line continuously 
bolstering the score with points 

-
ing the back of the net.  Special 

mention to Niamh Donnelly and 
Lorna MacRae (of Skye) for 
recording points on their inte-
national debuts and to captain 
Katie Drain for leading from 
the front with her own haul of 
points, including a penalty.

The Women’s Camanachd 
Association would like to con-
gratulate the Scotland Women’s 
Team on their victory in Ennis 
and for doing a great job of rep-
resenting their country on Irish 
soil.  Special thanks to Sarah 
Corrigall and Laura MacKay for 
all of their efforts in preparing 
the girls for the match and guid-
ing them to victory on the day. 

 It was an honour for the Scot-
land Women’s Team to be invited 
to play an Irish representative 
Camogie side on such an impor-
tant day for Clare Camogie with 

Namamra pitch in Ennis; a bril-
liant facility for the County.  The 
Scottish women were made so 
very welcome in Ennis and are 
very grateful for the hospitality 
and kindness shown during their 
visit. 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s 7, Kilpatrick 2. On target for 
Saints were Lewis Buchanan 
(2), Daniel McCuish (2), Couper 
Munt, Craig Easton and Cammy 
Scott.
Under 14s 12, Clydebank 3. 

Scoring for Saints were Jay 
Cooper (3), Lomond MacPher-
son (3), Zander Kilmurray (2), 
Ben Coates (2), Liam Higgins 
and Arik McKechnie.
  Under 15s v Morton BC, 
postponed; Under 16s 0, Lenzie 
Colts 0.

Scottish Cup, 3rd round 
- Antonine v Under 13s; League 
games - Antonine v Under 
14s; Dalmuir Park v Under 
15s; Regional Cup, 2nd round 
- Under 16s v Cadzow BC.

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 1, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.46 1.1 06.33 4.0 13.11      1.3        18.55     3.9  
Fri  01.21 1.2 07.05 3.9 13.43 1.5         19.28    3.8
Sat  01.56 1.3 07.38 3.8 14.17      1.7        20.01      3.6
Sun  02.32 1.5 08.13 3.6 14.53      1.9        20.37     3.3
Mon  03.11 1.7 08.52 3.4 15.40 2.1 21.20      3.1
Tues  04.00 1.8 09.41 3.3 16.49 2.2 22.20     3.0
Wed  05.00 1.9 10.48 3.2 18.11 2.2 **.**      *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

7

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

14

POOL

Lancaster B set the 
pace in pool league Anyone for hockey?

Susan wins Cardiff 
half marathon

Susan Partridge.

ATHLETE Susan Partridge 
clocked a personal best 71 min-
utes, 10 seconds ahead of two 
Kenyans to win the recent Lloyds 
TSB Cardiff Half-Marathon.

A week after she helped the 
British women’s team take 
fourth place in the IAAF World 
Half-Marathon Championships 
in Bulgaria, the Leeds City 
runner turned on the style on a 
glorious morning in the Welsh 
capital to strip 24 seconds off 
her fastest time over the 13-mile 

ATHLETICS

OBAN Hockey Club has been praised for its work in developing 

the town.
A come-and-try session organised by the club at Oban High School 

last Thursday attracted 130 children from Park, St. Columba’s, 
Easdale, Dalmally, Barcaldine and Ardchattan primary schools.

The children were given some skills work and played games under 
the supervision of Oban Hockey Club players, school teachers, Oban 
High School sports leaders and Dale Kupris of Active Schools. 

Also in attendance was Scottish Hockey education coach Alan 
Auld, who conceded funding restrictions in the sport’s national 
governing body meant it was down to the local groups to develop 
the sport in Argyll. He said: ‘I think the enthusiasm that has come 

from the hockey club and the buy-in from a number of adults in the 
area shows the future is looking brighter than it has done for a long 
time in Argyll.’

Asked whether the resurgence in hockey would necessitate a Scot-

down to funding.
Clawbacks in funding

‘We have had clawbacks in funding last year and it will be the 

partnerships locally to produce results in Argyll and I believe they 

Oban Hockey Club chairwoman Tara Pollock said the objective of 

The budding hockey players pictured at the taster session last week. 16_t44hockey01

the taster session last week was to help form a primary school-aged 
team.

She added: ‘I would like to make this an annual event because it 
has worked really well and I am grateful to all the volunteers who 
helped.’

will train on Thursdays at the Oban High School pitch between 5 
– 6pm.

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust has sponsored Oban Hockey 
Club to develop the sport at junior and senior levels, with part of 
that being spent on the taster sessions.

HOCKEY

THE OBAN Over-35 League 
kicked off again last week, with 
Taynuilt setting out their title 
credentials early on.

The village side beat Sail 
Trim Coach 13 – 2, while 
Emergency Services drew 2 – 2 
with Spartak.

THREE games were played 

Atlantis Leisure Indoor  
Football League.

Results: OES B 13 - 7 OES 
A; Oban Times 13 - 5 Handy 
Men; Carpet Fitters 11 - 2 
Glenorchy.

OVER 35s FOOTBALL

Taynuilt old boys 
get off to a flyer

INDOOR FOOTBALL

First games of the 
new indoor season

COME the end of this season, 
week three of the Oban and Dis-
trict Pool League might prove to 
have been pivotal in deciding the 
outcome of the league champi-
onship.

Starting on Monday night 

Lancaster ‘A’ suffered defeat 
away to Lochnell who were 
opening their campaign.

Unfortunately for the Connel 
boys they couldn’t recapture 
that form on their travels, losing 
to Markie Dans ‘A’ on Thursday 
evening.

In the top-of-the-table 
clash, The Cellar hosted The 
Lancaster ‘B’. Going into the 
match both teams boasted 
unblemished records, however it 
was the visitors who left victori-
ous and solely lead the way at 
the league summit.

At the other end of the 
table, Markie Dans ‘B’ remain 
rooted to the foot after a third 
consecutive loss away to The 
Gluepot, who tasted success for 

Thursday’s other clash be-
tween The Lochavullin and The 
Kelvin resulted in a routine win 
for the home side.

Results: The Lochnell 6-4 Lancaster 
A; The Cellar 4-6 Lancaster B; The 
Gluepot 7-3 Markie Dans B; The 
Lochavullin 7-3 The Kelvin; Markie 
Dans A 7-3 The Lochnell.

-
ter B v Lancaster A; Markie Dans A v 
The Kelvin; The Lochavullin v Markie 
Dans B; The Cellar v The Gluepot; The 
Lochnell v The Claredon.

A v The Claredon. 

distance. That gave here a mas-
sive 44-second cushion over 
Kenya’s Eunice Kales and a full 
61 seconds advantage over third 
placed Edinah Kwambai.

‘I started to pull away at three 
miles from what was a very 

‘The conditions were perfect 
and the new course was very, 
very fast.’

West Division 3
Paisley 21

Oban Lorne 31

of 20 players travelled to Paisley 
last Saturday and got back to 
winning ways after a disappoint-
ing 27-12 defeat in Uddingston 
the previous week.

The Oban team made a couple 
of changes from the Uddingston 
game with Lorne MacLachlan 
and Dougie Pender starting. 
Replacements David Hunter, 
Neil Rimmer and Ryan Carter 

the season.
Paisley made the stronger start 

to the match and found them-
selves camped in the Oban 22 for 
the opening period of the game. 
Oban’s poor tackling in particu-
lar became their downfall in the 

in the home side knocking over 
an early penalty to lead 3-0.

The men in green always knew 
it was going to be a tough day 
and eventually switched on after 
a sloppy start. Oban scored the 

-
cling of the ball to allow Cammy 
Smith to touch down.

shortly after with the aid of a 

Player/coach Corrie Louw scored 
as the Oban pack drove the home 

the lead to 10-3. 

Oban side took a strong foothold 
on the gane as Paisley struggled 
to get out of their own half. 

Oban scored again to consoli-

Green machine back on track 
after good win in Paisley

date their lead, this time through 
outside centre Chris MacDonald. 
The try was converted by Craig 
Wright, giving a halftime score 
of 17-3.

But Paisley hit back in the sec-
ond half with two penalties and 
could have added a further two 
with Oban giving away needless 
penalties at the breakdown. 

Only Oban’s stubborn defence 
denied their hosts a score and the 
visitors were rewarded for their 
endeavour shortly after with a 
penalty try, again as a result of 

a very impressive scrum on the 
Paisley line.

Paisley did manage to restore 
some pride with two tries in the 
closing 20 minutes, either side 
of a second try of the season for 
Oban’s Tommy Sutherland. 

In the end it was a comfort-
able win for Oban Lorne who 

points.
Oban Lorne play their biggest 

game yet this season on Saturday 
as West Division 3 leaders Loch 
Lomond visit Glencruitten after 

games this season. Kick off 
2pm.

Oban Lorne: M. Downie, R. 
MacQueen, T. Sutherland, J. 
MacMillan, L. MacLachlan, S. 
Smith, A. MacDougall, C. Louw, 
D. Pender, C. Wright, A. Wright, 
C. Smith, C. MacDonald, R. 
Jackson, C. MacLachlan.

Subs: N. Rimmer, D. Hunter, 
R. Carter, C. Ferris, R. Wright

RUGBY

Argyll’s under-16s played out an exciting match at Glencruitten against Ardrossan Academical in 
the North Glasgow League Division 2 and, after both teams cancelled each other out for most of 
the game, two breakaway tries for the home side secured a 22 - 12 win. Both packs are pictured 

preparing for a scrum. North Argyll will play in the under-16 schools league tomorrow (Friday) at 
1.30pm. 

Scottish Amateur 
results and fixtures

LAST Saturday’s rsults: Scot-
tish Cup 2nd round - Glasgow 
Deaf 3, Campbeltown Pupils 
7; 2nd round replay - Dunoon 
4, Lochgilphead Red Star 
1; Premier Division - Oban 
Saints 1, Thorn Athletic 2.

West of Scotland Cup, 2nd 
round - Cardross v Tarbert; 
Premier Division Oban Saints 
v Finnart; Premier Division 
Two - Campbeltown Pupils 
v Clydebank; Division 1B 
- Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Kings Park Rangers ‘B’; 

FOOTBALL

SPORTS FESTIVAL

Sports festival 
programme

ATLANTIS Leisure has 
prepared its most varied sports 
festival programme in the 
leisure centre’s 20th anniver-
sary year.

The biennial sports festival 
will take place from November 
8 - 11 at Atlantis Leisure and 
aims to encourage people of all 
ages to try out different sports 
and get more active.

pre-school day of fun parachute 
games and mini kickers .

Other highlights over the 
festival include the inter-
primary schools swimming 

Highland invitational basketball 
tournament on the Saturday. 

to sign up, so anyone interested 
in attending should get in touch 
with Atlantis.
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Northern edition.
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Roy Bridge folk turned out in force to enjoy a Hallowe’en coffee morning in the village hall on Saturday. The event, organised by Roy 
Bridge Primary School PTA, proved hugely popular and hardly a seat was to be had at the tables by 11.30am. All monies raised will go 
towards school activities and equipment.   Left to right, PTA volunteers Lynne Nairn, Mhairi Ross, Julie Allison and Claire Venn McNeil 
take a break for The Oban Times photocall at the home baking stall.  Mhairi said on Tuesday that the ‘very well supported’ event had 

raised £426. 20_f44roy01

Roy Bridge turns out for Hallowe’en fundraiser

THE STARTING gun has been 

in Lochaber after Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce staged 

events leading up to the big vote 
in autumn 2014.

The ambitious series, which 
aims to clarify the pros and 
cons of Scottish independence, 
opened with ‘No’ campaigner 
David Stewart arguing why 
Scotland should remain in the 
UK.

The Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSP put up a robust 
defence of the Union – but then 
faced tough questions on how 
Better Together – the Labour-
Tory-LibDem alliance advocat-
ing a ‘no’ vote – would improve 
Scotland if they won.

‘The UK has been a success-
ful partnership – but I’m not 
suggesting it can’t get better,’ 
Mr Stewart told a 30-strong 
audience at Nevis Range.

Business needs ‘stability’, 
he said and the Scotland Act 
already gave Edinburgh more 
borrowing powers.

Saving the banks cost four 
times the Scottish budget. An 
independent Scotland was not 
guaranteed European Union 
membership or the UK’s triple 
‘A’ credit rating. 

Jobs would be threatened 
if Trident was scrapped and 
Scotland would lose interna-

independence.
‘Our future prosperity will be 

strengthened by keeping the UK 
connection,’ he said. ‘Scotland 
could cope on its own, I don’t 
doubt that - but the better model 
is where we are.’ 

But Lochaber Housing As-
sociation chief executive Blair 
Allan, speaking in a personal 
capacity, asked: ‘You seem to 
be promoting the status quo 
and the Scotland Act as quite 

enough, but that’s not a majority 
view according to all the polls. 
Unless you have more to say…it 
will look very negative and the 
‘yes’ vote will get the vote out. I 
consider that to be a very risky 
strategy.’

Mr Stewart said: ‘I will never 
underestimate an SNP campaign 
after last year’s election. I am 

the next two years will be.’
Mike Brown, manager at 

D&E Shoes in Fort William, 
suggested rejecting independ-

the 2015 General Election.
He asked: ‘If there is a ‘no’ 

vote, won’t the Conservatives 
claim that as a victory and gain 
ground?’

Mr Stewart replied: ‘We are 
working together with them 
and if people want to take that 
attitude that’s up to them.

‘We will work with Tories to 
get a common cause result and 
after that we will do our own 
thing in the UK Parliament 
elections.’

Pressed on whether Labour 
was genuine about stronger 
devolution, Mr Stewart said 
Labour’s Scottish leader Johann 
Lamont had set up working par-
ties to ‘look closely’ at whether 

more powers could be handed to 
Edinburgh.

Meeting chairman, former 
NHS Highland chief executive 
Roger Gibbins asked: ‘How 
does Better Together tap into 
people’s emotional ambitions 
that are positive - when you 
are presenting a negative mes-
sage?’

Mr Stewart said: ‘Of course 
-

ing with other parties. But we 

the same stall. 
‘This is a really important 

constitutional debate and I 
would not like my colleaugues 
to sleep walk into a ‘yes’ vote.’

‘The Scottish people are 
perfectly entitled to vote ‘yes’. I 
might not share a platform with 
David Cameron, but I might 
share a platform with [Highland 
Tory MSP] Mary Scanlon.’

Nevis Partnership executive 
director John Hutchison said as 
a ‘socialistic’ country, Scotland 
was ‘fundamentally different’ 
from England - and a ‘yes’ vote 

Mr Stewart responded: ‘Are 
we always going to have a Tory 
government in Westminster? 
Of course we want to see a so-
cially democratic, left of centre 
Scotland but I also want to see 
this happening in Liverpool, 
Newcastle and London as well. 
‘The idea that you vote ‘yes’ to 
get rid of Tory government is 
the wrong way of looking at it.

FWCC chairman Don Hind 
thanked the MSP for ‘putting 
his head on the block’.

He told The Oban Times:
‘I think it’s fantastic that 
David Stewart said Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce was the 

an initiative like this. It shows 
we are blazing a trail despite 
being a comparatively small 
chamber.’

Referendum 
battle starts 
in Lochaber
First of eight public debates 
takes place at Nevis Range

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses to come forward after 
Jimmy Savile’s former home 
in Glencoe was vandalised last 
weekend.

A number of abusive slogans 
were painted on the walls of Allt 
Na Reigh, located by the side of 
the A82. ‘Jimmy the beast’ was 
written on one wall and the door 
was badly damaged.

Fort William Police are cur-
rently investigating the incident.

Savile’s Glencoe 
home vandalised

A KINLOCHEVEN man has 
been sent to jail after admitting 
being a ringleader of a Highlands 
drug-dealing gang.

Jason John McWilliams, of 
Lismore Road, Scott Ross of 
Alness and Graham Cran of 
Munlochy were sentenced to a 
total of 92 months in prison at 
the High Court on Tuesday.

A fourth man, Robin Suth-
erland, received a community 
service order.

McWilliams, aged 36, pleaded 
guilty to involvement in the sup-
ply of cocaine after being caught 
in September last year.

Detective Chief Inspector 
Michael Sutherland said: ‘We 
will continue to target drug deal-
ing and the associated activities 
of organised crime gangs, which 
have a devastating effect on 
our communities and destroy 
people’s lives.’

Kinlochleven man 
led drugs gang

A FORT William-based diving 
training centre is to take on up to 
42 new students after receiving 
£360,000 funding from the Scot-
tish Government.

The money will allow students 
with a Scottish postcode to 
participate in one of two com-
mercial diving courses at The 
Underwater Centre for half the 
normal fee.

General manager Steve Ham 
said: ‘At present, we are not 

commercial divers to meet the 
UK demand. We therefore very 
much welcome and support the 
Scottish Government’s initiative 
to retrain Scottish people and get 
them into Scottish jobs.’

Funding boost 
adds students to 
Fort William centre

PLANS for an £800 million 
hydro scheme at Loch Lochy 
have been given the thumbs up 
by Highland councillors.

SSE plc proposals for a 
600MW project for Coire Glas 
will now go on to the Scottish 

At Inverness on Tuesday, the 
south planning applications 
committee also agreed to set 
up a liaison group, comprising 
local councillors, planning 
chiefs and SSE representatives, 
to ensure the company follows 
any conditions set.

Peter Walker, chairman of 
Glengarry Community Coun-
cil, which backed the plans, 
told The Oban Times opinions 
locally were divided.

He said: ‘There are more 
people for it than against it. It 
will bring work to the area and 
create opportunities for young 
people, although we do realise 
there will be a bit of disturbance 
for the next few years.’

Local councillors Bill Clark 
and Allan Henderson raised 
concerns at the meeting about 
the lack of details for rock 
excavation in SSE’s plans.

SSE estimate around 
400,000m3 will be dug up, but 
say the size and nature of the 
rock material is uncertain. 

This means they cannot 

the excess rock until further 
investigations are carried out.

Councillor Thomas MacLen-

nan said it was ‘totally unac-
ceptable’ SSE were estimating 
that removing the excavated 
rock would require 12 HGV 
lorries leaving the site every 
working hour for three years.

‘This will be a major imposi-
tion on these communities,’ he 
said. 

affect wildlife, tourism, angling, 
rafting, you name it.’

SSE says construction of the 
new pump storage facility will 

around 150 jobs.
The scheme involves con-

struction of a dam, reservoir, 
underground power station and 
water tunnels in the hills above 
Loch Lochy.

£800 million Coire Glas hydro 
plan gets council’s approval
Construction to take five to six years and create 150 jobs

ROAD CAMPAIGNERS in Loch-
aber have secured major improve-
ments to a road that claimed the 
lives of two youngsters in a tragic 
accident in two years ago.

Transport Scotland outlined the 
planned works on the A830 Road 
to the Isles at a public meeting in 
Arisaig on Friday.

The programme includes a speed 
limit reduction to 50 mph between 

improvements and high friction 
surfacing to be laid at another 
three bends.

Local MSP Dave Thompson, 
said: ‘The measures announced by 
Transport Scotland will improve 
the safety of the A830 for all 
drivers in both the short and long 
term.

‘The two public meetings held in 
the last year have enabled Trans-
port Scotland to get the views of 
the local community who rely on 
this road every day, and I welcome 
the commitment to continue this 
engagement through additional 
speed surveys.’

John and Jan Bryden, whose 
daughter Kirsty died in the 
September 2009 accident, led the 
vociferous local campaign to make 
the road safer.

Mr Bryden said: ‘A weight has 
been lifted from our shoulders. 
Dave has stood by us. We were 
delighted with his help and we 
cannot thank him enough. 

‘We are elated too that Transport 
Scotland is taking these actions 
and we cannot praise their profes-
sional handling of this whole 
process enough.’

Andy Anderson, route 
manager (north) said ‘produc-
tive’ local meetings helped 
Transport Scotland agree the 
safety improvements package.
He said: ‘As well as the proposed en-
gineering measures, which include 
laying high friction surfacing on a 
number of bends, renewing road 
lining, barrier replacements and 
a long term programme of bridge 
improvements and widening - we 
will take forward further work 
with professional partners to ex-
plore the opportunity for increased 
education aimed at both motor-
cyclists and visitors to the area.’

A CAOL man has admitted choking his 
ex-girlfriend, claiming he had a gun and 
could shoot her family and threatening 
her if she went to court.

Appearing from custody, Martin 
‘Jakey’ Black pled guilty to assaulting 
the woman at an address on Camesky 
Road, Caol on September 8.

On the same day the 32 year-old 
sent obscene or menacing messages to 
the woman and a man, threatening to 
burn down her house and desecrate her 
father’s grave. 

Black also claimed to have a gun and 
said he had contacted someone to target 
the woman’s family.

Sheriff Bill Taylor QC deferred 
-

ments, until November 21 for reports.
Black was released on bail under strict 

conditions not to contact either of the 
victims or go near their houses.

Caol man threatened 
ex-girlfriend’s familyMajor works for Road to the Isles

ROAD CHIEFS have come un-

reducing the 60mph speed limit 
at one of the Highland’s busiest 
tourist attractions.

-
cil had hoped the 40mph village 
limit would be extended along 
the A830 to beyond the nearby 

Community council chair 
Duncan Gibson said it was an 
‘absolute nonsense’ vehicles 
could travel at 60mph with 
150,000-200,000 people visiting 
the National Trust Visitor Centre 
and the monument across the 
road annually.  

Transport Scotland spokes-
person stressed road safety was 
‘of paramount importance’. 
A spokesperson said: ‘When 
assessing the A830 trunk road 

the recommendation is that the 
speed limit should not change 
due to the rural nature of this 
section.’ For more - see page 5.

Glenfinnan speed 
limits cause row

‘No’ campaigner David Stewart

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk
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HIGHLAND Council has 
launched a new £750,000 drive 
to give unemployed people in 
the region the skills they need 

Inverness company the Shirlie 

Out’ professional and advisory 
service across the Highlands, 
except in Caithness and Suth-

Life Skills Central Ltd will 

Six tenders were received 
for the £724,825 contract for 

in regular, programmed occu-
pational activity while making 

changes in other parts of their 
lives that will help lead to 

-

 Help participants develop 
personal routines and work 

-
ment

through practical work and 

training over time
 Create equality of access 

-

for a further two years, cash 

Council and the European 

Highland launches new £750,000 skills project to aid unemployment

– especially during competitive 
weekend events – are causing 

-

and Fort William FC chairman 

video-link conference last 

-
tish transport minister Keith 

maintenance chief Graham 

-

at the West Highland College 

at Saturday cycling events was 
causing hold ups in getting to 

hour extra to get to away games 

enough or stewarded well 

million miles per annum and 

-
clists are not using local cycling 

over cyclists that do not have 

with organisations managing 
events and we need commu-
nication from them on how an 

the commercial road users in 

Erosion of nearside verges 
and overgrown vegetation 
along roadsides were additional 

and verge maintenance – with-
out that you are not going to 

deserve good roads and well-

proper lights and that is a police 

happy to take that up with local 

respond rapidly to reports of 

telephone and we will try to cut 

Commerce organised the con-Haulage company boss Ali Ferguson raised safety fears over 
cyclists and poorly maintained roadside verges 20_f44ally01

Fort William FC chairman Derek MacGillivray claimed cycling 
events were delaying journeys to away matches 20_f44derek01

Increasing number of cyclists on 
A82 causing serious safety concerns

Lochaber video-link conference message to 

Scottish transport minister Keith Brown: 

‘We deserve good and well-maintained roads.’

EXCLUSIVE

A LONDON councillor has 
admitted drink driving in Fort 

Road, Woodford Green pled 

Goody was found to have 
49 microgrammes of alcohol 

deferred sentencing Goody 

year-old to make a personal 
appearance at Fort William 

London councillor 
ordered to come to 
Fort William court

William pink next week in aid 

include a competition for the 

Fundraising packs and ideas 
for individuals who want to do 
their own fundraising are avail-

Chairman Adam Ramsey 

thank the people of Fort Wil-
liam for their tremendous gen-
erosity in helping us achieve 

light of the current economic 

Charity aims to 
turn Lochaber pink

AN INVERGARRY man who 
drunkenly assaulting his partner 
during an argument in their 

Crescent, admitted seizing the 

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 

Invergarry man 
told to behave

CORPACH author David Cargill 
will launch his second novel 
in Caol Community Centre on 

And magical mystery thriller 

rousing send-off – the Great 
Glen Swing Band, conducted 

as a writer, and early indications 
-

Despite his comparatively 
advanced years, the sprightly 
former principal teacher of PE 

no intentions of putting his pen 
down – he is already working 

always wanted to do this and it is 

William interest in Gauntlet of 

main character] has to come 

David Cargill will be launching 
his second novel in Caol Com-
munity Centre on November 

11. 20_f44david01

Corpach author to 
launch his second 
novel at Caol

A PENSIONER has denied doz-

Road to the Isles, causing her to 

Road, Spalding, Lincolnshire 
pled not guilty to driving danger-
ously one mile west of Corpach 

of falling asleep, allowing the 
car to cross into the opposite 
carriageway, striking the grass 
verge, leaving the road and com-

Pensioner 
denies charge of
dangerous driving

LOCHABER Artistic Rolling 

Wheels’ show in the Nevis Cen-

All funds raised on night, 
which will feature a spectacular warning to motorists of an increased risk of deer on 

-

‘Silver Wheels’ 
skate into centre

‘A number of near 
misses on the A82’

KINLOCHLEVEN’S newest 

-
leven Primary School pupils as 
well as local adults and includes 

the lifecycles of the salmon and 

-

the river have played in the local 

from Heritage Lottery Fund 

LEADER for the trail, took the 
schoolchildren for an exclusive 

A striking sculpture of a sea 

Roper, is one of the highlights 
of the trail, which also features 
markers posts, interpretation 

in the village involved with 
the history of the river and do 

locals and hopefully it will get 

Kinlochleven Primary pupils get stuck into their designs for the 
new salmon trail - f44trail1no

Kinlochleven District Angling 

told The Oban Times the trail 
-

as to the plight our river has 

Kinlochleven community 

sea cadet unit recently came 

gala with an impressive haul of 

cadets formed part of the High-

and raced against hundreds of 
cadets from all over Scotland 

won an individual gold and two 

team golds and two individual 
silver medals, Cadet Connor 
Cann won a team gold and 

Overall, the Highland team 
came second in the competi-

and instructors for their support 

-

against some very strong teams 

and Paul and Ann Whyton, our 

staff at the Fort William swim-
ming pool for all their help and 

a lot of people working together 
and it certainly seems to have 

particularly keen to recruit 

Fort William Cadet Centre on 

Sarah Whyton and Margaret Maciver, third and fourth from left, back row, and William and Connor 
Cann, second left and right in front row, celebrate their success with the Highland District Swim-

ming Team. 

gold and silver at 
national swimming gala
Highland team come second

More deer on road warning

Onich man denies 
Kinlochleven 
assault

Corpach man 
denies bus threat
A CORPACH man has denied 

a charge of careless driving at 

carriageway of the A82 from the 

Smith will stand trial at Fort 

AN ONICH man has denied 
assaulting two women and a 
man during an incident in Kin-

Cottage, Onich, pled not guilty 
to stamping on the head and 

unconscious at an address on 

of acting in a threatening and 

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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A NEW campaign for the 
resumption of the Isle of Skye’s 

-
tree today.

FlySkye will be formally 
launched at tourism group Des-
tination Skye and Lochalsh’s 
meeting in the Aros Centre.

Around 60 members will 
hear how an air service to the 

the community and economy of 
Skye and Lochalsh. 

Highland Council, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and 
transport group Hitrans is con-
ducting another survey into the 

and from Skye. But FlySkye be-
lieves a previous Hitrans report 

recommending a Skye airport 
be developed from 2013-2017 
already demonstrates market 
demand - and say now is the 
time to execute a business plan 
to develop the link.

Boyd Robertson, principal of 
the Gaelic College Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, is one of the instigators 
of the campaign. Speaking 

ahead of today’s meeting, he 
said: ‘Skye and Lochalsh needs 
an early resumption of air links 
to allow our businesses, tourist 
providers and communities 
to compete effectively in the 
modern world. 

‘The re-introduction of air 
links would boost economic 
activity on the island and In Lo-

chalsh and create employment 
at this time of austerity. 

greatly from the establishment 
of air links as it would make 
our state of the art facilities 
for seminars, short courses, 
conferences and other events 
much more accessible.’  

Ian Blackford who runs Skye-

based management consultancy 
First Seer supports Fly Skye. He 
said: ‘Air links from Skye would 
be of considerable advantage 
for my own business and others 
in Skye and Lochalsh who have 
a need to meet with clients in 
Scotland and beyond. 

‘This will make it easier for 
businesses to be based in the 

area and create employment 
opportunities, leading to ad-
ditional sustainable economic 
growth.’

Shirley Spear, owner of the 
Three Chimneys restaurant 
and recently appointed Ambas-
sador of the Year at the annual 
Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards, is another supporter.

FlySkye launches to bring flights back to Skye and Lochalsh

COMMUNITY activists in a 
Fort William housing scheme 
are meeting tonight (Thursday) 
to discuss whether they can 
afford repairs after vandals 
trashed a children’s play park.

Upper Achintore Regenera-
tion Group (UARG) has been 
left counting the cost after four 
wooden benches were ripped 
apart at Banff Cresent.

The popular amenity area 
opened just two years ago after 
a piece of boggy waste was 
transformed into a community 
meeting place. Local people 
raised £11,000 for the makeo-
ver. 

UARG chairperson Jackie 
Carswell told The Oban Times
the incident had been reported 
to police and the benches could 
cost £300 each to replace.

She said: ‘We are still trying 

the money to rectify the damge. 
The area is part of the commu-
nity and very well used.

‘I’m not aware of a lot of 
vandalism up here at all and the 
parents are all angered by this. 

‘Somebody pulled out most 
of the plants as well and some 
of the planters we put round 
have been vandalised too. They 
know it is older children that 
are doing it, especially late at 
night. I just wish some of the 
neighbours had seen something 
and acted on it.

we are just going to have to pull 
together as a community to see 

repairs. We will discuss it at 
the meeting to see what can be 
done.’

Ms Carswell, a pupil support 
assistant at Upper Achintore 

do people achieve by doing 
something like this? It is really 

frustrating for the people that 
use this place. It just makes it 
look unkempt and unloved.

‘Money is short these days 

penny we can get.’
UARG secretary Ken John-

ston said: ‘I am very saddened 
because we put so much effort 
into raising the money. It is 
extremely sad and disappoint-
ing, and was a really destructive 
thing to which hurts the group.

‘These facilities were funded 
by monies raised locally, and the 
damage perpetrated by mind-
less vandalism has deprived the 
community of enjoying these 
facilities, as well as creating 
danger by leaving upturned 
jagged nails on the base frames 
of the benches.’

Known locally as the ‘Up the 
Hill Group’, UARG is holding 
its biggest fundraiser of the year 
on December 6 - the Christmas 
tree lights switch and party at 
the school. 

Fort William police are in-
vestigating the incident and are 
appealing for information.

Disappointed Upper Achintore Primary School pupils, cousins Robbie and Amy Rydings, survey one 
of the wrecked benches with Jackie Carswell 20_f44upper01

Vandals trash 
children’s 
play park
Wooden benches ripped 
apart at Upper Achintore

They know it is 
older children that 
are doing it.
chairperson 
UARG

EIGG PRIMARY School has further boosted the 
island’s green credentials after having a new biomass 
boiler installed over the October holidays.

The £44,000 system will provide heat and hot water 
to the school from wood logs which a company based 
on the island will supply. 

Highland Council had targeted the 10-pupil school 
-

ing heating with a limited supply of electricity. 
The council now has 58 biomass plants in opera-

Other school boilers use wood chips.
The new plant is expected to save money and reduce 

carbon emissions by 65 tonnes each year compared 
with a more conventional heating system.

Highland Council leader Drew Hendry said: ‘This 

for the biomass is as local as it can get.’

warms to log boiler

A KINLOCHLEVEN man is 
spending an extra week in jail 
after a doctor said he ‘did not 
have time’ to prepare a psychi-
atric report.

John Davidson, of 15 Glendale 
Road, is accused of repeatedly 
calling 999 and falsely claiming 
to be unwell for the purpose of 
causing annoyance, inconven-
ience or needless anxiety on 
October 18 and 19.

The case was previously 
continued without plea until 
last Monday for a report to be 
prepared to advise the court of 
Mr Davidson’s mental state. 

Wylie told Fort William Sheriff 
Court the report had not been 
completed by two doctors in 
Inverness.

She said: ‘One doctor was on 
holiday and the other said he did 
not have time to do it.’

Despite Mr Davidson, 58, 
claiming he was pleading 
guilty, defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy said he could not enter 
a plea for his client, who has a 
severe alcohol problem.

He said: ‘Mr Davidson does 
not understand the charge, and 
does not understand the illegal-
ity of what he has done.’

Mr Davidson was remanded in 
custody until the case calls again 
on Monday November 5.

‘Busy’ doctor 
means extra 
week in jail for 
Kinloch man

He may be going up in smoke 
soon, but this guy in Salen, 
Ardnamurchan is enjoying 

being a tourist attraction for 
his last few days. Jonathan 
Peill, owner of the nearby 
Salen Hotel told The Oban 

Times: ‘He’s stopping cars and 
lorries and people are taking 

photos.’ Acharacle Community 
Company is organising the 
bonfire night celebrations. 

LOCHABER Transport Forum 
is inviting the public to its quar-
terly meeting on November 20 
for a ‘round table’ discussion on 
transport issues and problems.

The forum’s remit includes 
supporting community transport 
initiatives and identifying gaps 
in public transport provision.

The forum also assists com-

own transport issues and keeps 
a watching brief on transport 
opportunities to and from, and 
within Lochaber. 

The meeting in the Council 
Chambers, High Street, Fort 
William starts at 11am. 

THE CARDIOLOGY team at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 
has been short-listed for a major 
award after developing an e-
learning programme for health 
professionals on reducing strokes 
caused by irregular heartbeat.

The condition – known as 

15 per cent of all strokes, which 
occur when a blood vessel in the 
brain becomes blocked.

Coronary care unit clinical 
manager at Raigmore, Charlie 
Bloe and two colleagues will 
attend the Thrombus Innovation 
Awards presentation ceremony 
in London on November 20.

Dr Bloe said: ‘I’m delighted that 
the work has been recognised 
in this way. There are three top 
prize categories but just to get 
this far is a huge achievement.

 ‘So far over 6000 healthcare 
professionals from across the 
UK have completed the course 
with more having expressed an 
interest.

‘If it is detected earlier the 
risk of AF related stroke can be 
reduced by almost 70 per cent by 
putting the patient on anticoagu-
lants, which are blood thinning 
drugs.’

FORT WILLIAM Table Tennis 
Club is welcoming players of all 
abilities to come along to its club 
nights on Monday evenings.

New members are welcome to 
attend at the Nevis Centre from 
6.30pm to 9pm.

Lochaber Cameron Highlanders veterans gathered in the Alexandra Hotel in Fort William on Saturday afternoon for their annual reunion 
lunch. According to branch secretary Jimmy Smith, sixth from right in second row, members attending with their partners included those from 

Inverness, Fort William, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Ballachulish, Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge. Two former Seaforth Highlanders also attended  

A FORT William man grabbed 
a telephone from his partner and 
threw it across the room during 
an argument.

Kevin Leahy, pled guilty to 
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner in his house at 
4 Achariach, Claggan Road on 
October 25.

The 39 year-old is due to be 
sentenced on November 21.

and swore at his partner during an argu-
ment in her house.

Appearing from custody, Eriks Osipovs 
pled guilty to behaving in a threatening 
and abusive manner, by shouting and 
swearing, and punching and throwing 
furniture around. The incident occurred 

-

liam on September 15.
Osipovs, whose address was given as 

the Mallaig Fisherman’s Mission, also 
admitted going to the woman’s house on 
September 17 against his bail conditions.

Sheriff Bill Taylor QC deferred sentenc-
ing the 32 year-old until January 30 for a 

problem.

TRAVEL presenter Michael 

Highlands as his choice for 
the most beautiful place in the 
world. The 69-year-old, cur-
rently presenting a BBC Series 
on Brazil, cited Glen Coe, Ran-
noch Moor, and Iona among his 
favourite locations. VisitScot-
land said the comments were ‘a 
testament to the enduring appeal 
of Scotland’.

THE John Muir Trust has com-
pleted two new cairns on Ben 
Nevis.

The two-metre Coire Leis 
serves as a navigation marker for 
a descent off the mountain into 
the corrie.

The 1.7m Number 4 Gully 
cairn is a waymarker for the 
descent into the gully.

Table tennis in 
Fort William

New marker cairns 
on Ben Nevis

Salen ‘nice guy’ 
attracts attention

Drunk Mallaig fisherman ends up in court

Cameron Highlanders gather at Fort William Transport forum to 
meet public

Fort William man 
threw telephone

Palin says ‘most 
beautiful in world’

Major award 
nomination for 
Raigmore Hospital 
cardiology team

Mull Progressive Care Centre
Craignure, Isle of Mull

Open Days
Tuesday 6 November 2012   -  11 am – 9 pm

Wednesday 7 November 2012  -  10 am – 4 pm
Come along and see the new facility 

All welcome

Reshaping Care for Older People
Tuesday 6 November 2012

Presentations By Pat Tyrrell, Lead Nurse for 
Argyll & Bute CHP and Anne Austin, Service 

Manager, Argyll & Bute Council
at:- 11.30 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 5 pm and 7 pm

Find out about Reshaping Care for Older People 
and hear what services are available

Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NZ
Tel/Fax 01631 564443

FRENCH
OAK
TUSCANY 
RANGE

Only

£199

Only

£1060

COME AND DISCOVER OUR AMAZING DEALS

PRESTON DOUBLE
ORTHOPAEDIC BED

Strong appeal
• Framed 12.5 
  gauge spring 
  unit
• Knitted fabric 
  mattress top
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OBAN Phoenix Cinema won’t 
know until the end of the year 
if it has been successful in a 
funding bid to buy new digital 
projectors.

Premiere blockbusters 
The community venture needs 

£90,000 for the new equipment 
for both the main auditorium 
and the smaller second screen. 
While the existing equipment 
is in good working order, 
production companies are no 

longer prioritising the analogue 
medium.

Cinema manager Fee Shaw 
said the equipment is essential 
not only to future proof the pop-
ular cinema – with the demise 
of 35mm approaching – but it 
would allow it to premiere the 
latest blockbusters immediately 
on their release. 

She said: ‘When you premiere 

two weeks and that’s not some-

thing you always want to do 
when you have only one screen. 
Hence the reason Cinema Two 
is so important as you can move 

‘We applied to Creative Scot-

the cost and we won’t hear back 
until December.  

‘If we are successful, we are 
looking at getting the most 
advanced projector available, 
which will put us ahead of most 

cinemas in Scotland and will 
mean we won’t have to worry 
about upgrading it again for a 
while.’

Fee said it is likely the of-

see a number of the cinema’s 
celebrity patrons attending, 
will be postponed until a digital 
projector has been installed.

When purchased, the new 
equipment would take about six 

Oban cinema to focus on new digital projectors

AN ISLAY man has admitted 
making sexually explicit remarks 
about a 13-year-old girl.

David McEachran, 42, of 5 
Flora Street, Bowmore, ap-
peared at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court last Wednesday and 
further admitted behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
on September 10 at The Square, 
Bowmore.

The court heard that 
McEachran appeared drunk at 
the time. Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC deferred sentence until next 
month for reports.

Islay man admits 
remarks towards 
young girl

A SPECIAL bottle of Oban malt 
whisky from a line that has been 
discontinued sold at auction for 
almost £500 last week.

The 1969 32 year old bottle of 
malt sold at McTear’s Auction-
eers and Valuers in Glasgow for 
£480.

This is described by industry 
experts as an ‘impressive’ price 

selling in 2008 for just £140.

Oban malt sells to 
£500 at auction

Former teacher 
leads campaign for 
national Scots Pine
A FORMER Oban teacher is 
leading the campaign to desig-
nate a Scottish tree as a national 
symbol.

Alex Hamilton, who taught at 
Oban High School for 25 years 
before leaving in 1997, is peti-
tioning the Scottish Parliament 

national tree.
He said: ‘I have prepared a pe-

tition to the Scottish Parliament 
asking that, like many other 
countries, Scotland should have 
a designated national tree. 

‘I see this as a symbolic ges-
ture of support for our natural 
environment and woodlands. I 
am proposing that the national 
tree should be the Scots Pine.’ 

The former head of history and 
modern studies is inviting those 
who agree with his proposals to 
sign the petition on the Scottish 
Parliament website.

The oldest recorded Scots Pine 
was more than 700 years old. 
The species started growing in 
Scotland around 8,500 years 
ago, it is now the only place in 
Britain that Scots Pine grows 
naturally.

The tree can usually grow to 
35 metres in height with a trunk 
diameter of one metre. The 
timber is one of the strongest fo 
the soft woods and is regularly 
used in joinery.

Keep warm this 
winter say trust
PEOPLE in the Highlands and 
islands are being urged to save 
energy and improve the warmth 
of their home at the same time.

The Energy Saving Trust, a 
Scotland wide enterprise with an 
advice centre in the Highlands, 
is asking householders to ensure 
their homes are properly insu-
lated in preparation for winter.

The advice centre’s Brian 
Barker said: ‘A simple measure 
like loft insulation is effective 
for at least 40 years, and it will 
pay for itself over and over again 
in that time - in a home without 
insulation a quarter of your heat 
is lost through the roof. 

‘If your house has solid walls 
insulating them could cut your 
heating costs considerably, as 
they let through up to twice as 
much heat as cavity walls.’

Letters are now being sent 
to around 11,000 addresses 
across the area in a bid to help 
local householders improve their 

energy costs in homes.
People who receive these can 

check to get a free home energy 
report. 

It will show simple changes 
that can be made to improve 
warmth.

OBAN residents are being of-
fered the chance to go behind 
the lens of one of Scotland’s 
best wildlife cameramen when 
he visits the town as part of his 
UK tour.

Doug Allan has spent decades 

some of the most unique and 
sometimes dangerous animals 
around. The 61-year-old has 
been grabbed by a walrus, 
pawed by a polar bear in his 
sleep and came face to face with 
a friendly 50-tonne whale.

extremely cold environments 
and will be sharing his tales 
when he visits Oban’s Corran 
Halls in November.

Talking face to face 
He said: ‘What’s great about 

talking face to face is that it’s 
my chance to bring people right 
in behind the scenes. 

‘It’s like live TV only better.

for everyone, it’s not exactly 
comfortable with your extremi-
ties freezing while you’re wait-

ing for the perfect shot but the 
poles are amongst the greatest 
wildernesses left on the planet 
and are home to some of the 
most charismatic animals. 

a tenacity and willingness to be 
on your own for long periods 
which suits my personality. To 
witness the behaviour I want, I 
have to develop a high level of 
closeness with my subject, so 
I’ll camp out rather than stay in 
a hotel.’ 

Doug has been described by 

Sir David Attenborough as ‘the 
toughest in the business’, he’s 
been involved with over 60 

and has made more than 50 
trips to the poles.

His awards include four 

Wildscreen Pandas and rec-
ognition at Jackson Hole and 
Missoula Film Festivals. 

Doug chats about his latest 
stories and adventures at the 
Corran Halls, Oban on Novem-
ber 14 at 7.30pm.

Wildlife cameraman to tell tales at Oban
Doug Allan specialises in filming in extremely cold environments among unique and sometimes dangerous animals

AN EDINBURGH publisher re-
ceived more complaints about its 
plans for a book on Tobermory 
Cat than a book on the Lockerbie 
bomber.

However, the artist asked 
to create the colourful new 
children’s book on Mull’s 
famous ginger tom has denied 
copying the story and character 
from Tobermory artist Angus 
Stewart. 

Debi Gliori said it was Hugh 
Andrew of publisher Birlinn 
who came to her with the idea.

The award-winning children’s 
author now hopes next month’s 
release of her title, The Tober-
mory Cat, will bring to an end 
months of controversy that 
has seen her endure torrents of 
online abuse from those who 
believe she stole the concept.

Mr Stewart, meanwhile, re-
cently released his own compila-
tion of some of Tobermory Cat’s 
most memorable photographs. 
He continues to dispute Birlinn’s 
use of a character he claims to 
have created following the 2010 
death of Elvis the Otter, who he 

for a year.
Ms Gliori said: ‘The idea came 

from Hugh Andrew. He has a 
great love of Mull and he’s got 
a very strong connection to the 

-
mory.

‘He told me about this cat that 

Tobermory cat book 
raises islanders’ hackles

‘The world has gone potty when a publisher gets 
more complaints about a cat than a bomber.’

slept on the road and talked to the 
otter and was a local celebrity.

‘It was great, but I didn’t think 
there was a book in it.’

However, Debi was later 
persuaded to take on the project, 
partly due to her own love of the 
island, only to later be subjected 
to the fury of fans of the Tober-
mory Cat Facebook page run by 

Angus.
She said: ‘It was terrible.  I’m 

quite a private person and all 
my working life I’ve always 
worked with these happy little 
children who, if they don’t like 
something, will tell you face to 
face.  

‘They don’t use social media, 
they don’t hide behind keyboards.  

The whole Facebook and Twitter 
thing was turned on me and it’s 
so sad because I think it’s all 
because of a misunderstanding.

‘I don’t need to steal ideas. 
What I hoped to do was make a 
book the people of Mull would 
like.  

‘It was ridiculous because at the 
same time, Birlinn was publish-

ing a book about Al-Megrahi. 
‘Hugh (Andrew) was expecting 

tonnes of hate-mail from that but 
there was not a jot. 

‘The world has gone potty when 
a publisher gets more complaints 
about a cat than a bomber.’

The Tobermory Cat is out now. 
Debi will sign copies of the book 
at Mull’s Western Isles Hotel on 
Monday, from 7pm, and Fingal 
Arts and Crafts, Fionnphort 
on Tuesday from 7pm, before 
visiting Oban’s Waterstones on 
Wednesday at 3.30pm.

THE LORN and Mid-Argyll Members’ Centre of the Scot-

of the new winter season. 
-
-

rapher. 

discharge of the Amazon. This research will be greatly ben-

The computer graphics which demonstrated this tremen-

of the race on ocean mammals and birds most enlightening. 

opportunity for like-minded enthusiasts to get together to 

IT WAS competition night at the recent meeting of Oban Photo-

sifting through some 60 print and digital images looking for 
interesting subjects, sharpness, composition, etc. 

Stephen Lawson was awarded the top prize and an attractive 
-

nie McKillop’s image of beautiful Luskentyre beach on Harris 
was highly praised.  

The club meets every Monday evening at 7.30pm in the Regent 
Hotel, Oban - new members welcome.

AN OPEN day to demonstrate the work that social enterprises 
carry out in Argyll was held last Wednesday at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban.

Trust, was held in order to raise awareness among the public 
of what social enterprises do.

Bill Stewart of Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network 
said: ‘We’re celebrating social enterprises and trying to  

-
ate Atlantis Leisure but it is a social enterprise.’

businesses. 

purposes.

Andrea James from Healthy Options, Tara Coia from Dunollie, 
Julie Forbes from the GRAB Trust, Claire Hutchison from 

Atlantis and Kirsty Clark from ABSEN were busy promoting 
social enterprises to the public. 16_t44atlantis01

CAKES, buns and cream was the order of the day when the 
Congregational Church Hall held a fundraising coffee morning 
recently.

Held in aid of church funds, local accordionist Rod MacLeod 
provided the entertainment while a team of volunteers helped 
serve the tasty treats.

Tonight (Thursday) the hall will play host to Glasgow folk 
singer and entertainer Alastair McDonald. The show begins at 
7pm and the proceeds will go towards Church funds.

The volunteers serving the cakes were, from left, Janet Glad-
man, Elizabeth Hume, Robert Park, Lilian Wren, Lyn Meldrum, 

Gary Gladman and Frances Grantham. 16_t43coffeecongr1

You can send all your news from 
Oban and Lorn area to Euan Paterson 
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk or telephone 01631 568000

AN AIRFIELD on the Isle of 
Mull is still closed following a 
plane crash there over a month 
ago.

The crash, on September 23, 

by pilot Linda Winstanley with 
companion Matthew Jackson.

Ms Winstanley, 49, was at-

when, according to onlookers, 
she ‘hammerheaded straight 
into the ground vertically’.

Despite the crash the land-
ing strip is now described as 
‘perfect’ and the closure of the 

‘frustration’ for pilots who are 
being diverted to Oban.

But a spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said she could 
not give a timeframe for when 

on Mull remains closed follow-
ing an accident in September 

and investigations into the crash 
are ongoing. 

prior permission required (PPR) 
site. This means that all pilots 
would be advised in advance 

Oban instead, rather than a 
last-minute diversion, and fees 
do therefore apply. 

‘Flight numbers, especially at 
this time of year, would not be 

OVER 200 businesses on Mull, 
Iona and Ulva have been con-
tributing towards the Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
plans for the islands.

issued to every business in the 
area and organisers say it has 
‘stimulated discussion’ with 
over half providing feedback.

Questions businesses are ask-
ing include what are the quick 
wins, how will BID work with 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
what will the staff costs be.

Businesses have also raised 
concerns that BID will just be 
‘another talking shop’ but the 
steering group said they have 
‘listened carefully’ and tried to 
address all concerns. 

to be published in December, 
will be much stronger as a result 
of the consultation.

Richard Nealon, vice chairman 
of the BID steering group said: 
‘The businesses of Mull, Iona 
and Ulva are really engaging 
with the BID process.  

‘There are some fantastic ideas 
coming through and it is clear 
that the majority of folk believe 
that we have a great opportunity 
to work together to promote and 
develop our visitor economy.  

‘If anyone hasn’t spoken to a 
steering group member yet and 
would like to, please contact us 
soon to make sure your views 
are taken into account.’

A ballot on the scheme is due 
to take place by postal vote in 
February and March.

Isle of Mull 
businesses
react to 
BID plan

Island airfield remains closed following crash landing

A UNIQUE bottle of Ardbeg 
malt whisky from the Isle of 
Islay has sold at auction raising 
nearly £30,000 for charity.

The ‘exquisite’ hand-crafted 

silver bottle of Aoibhinn, which 
means joyful in Gaelic, was cre-
ated by award winning jewellery 
designer Maeve Gillies.

The whisky is a single bot-

tling from a single cask, at cask 
strength, distilled at Ardbeg in 
1974.

It sold for £27,000 at an auction, 
in aid of St Columba’s Hospice, 

in Edinburgh earlier this month.
Maeve said: ‘I was honoured 

to be asked to design this very 
important bottle. 

‘St Columba is one of Scot-
land’s most important saints, 

Celtic-inspired creation. 
‘The outstanding craftsman-

ship and materials, unique story 
and content of this bottle will en-
sure it becomes a highly-prized 
possession of one lucky bidder.’

The Aoibhinn bottle is cre-
ated from hand-blown glass with 
genuine sterling silver that has 
been raised, chased, pierced and 
engraved by expert craftsmen 
using ancient silversmithing 
techniques. 

Whisky auction bid boosts charity by £27,000
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NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Flexible Bonds with 
access to your money 
Our 18 month Flexible Bond gives you  
access to up to 30% of your money during  
the life of the bond.

2.35%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£1 to £49,999)

2.55%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£50,000 to £99,999) 

2.75%
AER/Gross p.a. 
(Deposits of 
£100,000 to £1m)  

Visit us in branch, at barclays.co.uk/flexible  
or call 0845 3010 346

A MAN and a woman made a 
‘clean’ getaway after stealing 
£1,300 worth of shaving prod-
ucts from a store in Oban.

The couple, both aged between 
25 and 40, are alleged to have 
taken the items at 3.30pm last 
Tuesday from the Co-op store in 
Soroba Road. 

Police are searching for a 
bearded man, six feet tall, and 
wearing a dark blue tracksuit 
with a stripe down the arms. 

The woman is described as 
being tall, medium build with 
shoulder length black hair. She 
was wearing a dark jacket with a 
grey-blue top underneath. 

Anyone with any information 
should contact PC Paul Danks at 
the Oban Police Station on 01631 
510 500.

‘Clean’ getaway 
by Oban store  
robbers

THE EDITOR of The Oban 
Times’ sister publication Scot-
tish Field magazine has won the 
prestigious Consumer Magazine 
Editor of the Year award at the 
annual Professional Publishers 
Association awards in Glasgow. 

For more on this story see page 
12. 

Scottish Field 
editor wins top 
industry award

A POTENTIAL community 
buyout of land in Oban to en-
sure an open space for the town 
is being looked at.

Oban Community Council 
discussed creating a green 
space for the town on land at the 
old Ardchonnel Estate, which 
houses the ruins of the never-
completed Oban Hills Hydro-
pathic Sanatorium, circa 1880s, 
when they met on Monday. 

Contact has already been made 
with the landowner regarding 

the local community.
Duncan Martin, community 

council member, said: ‘If we 
were to go any further we would 

-
munity support. It may be that 
people are quite happy with it 

as it is. There is no funding to 
maintain it in an organised way 
and I would certainly not be 
looking to ‘gentrify’ the area; its 
wilderness is part of the attrac-
tion, but safety improvements 
would have to be made.’

But community council mem-
ber Billy Martin questioned why 
the land was required at all. 

-
ging a dead horse, we can’t 
afford it. There are hundreds of 
miles of forestry walks nearby 
and we’re in the middle of the 
country. 

‘Why do we need a park in the 
town?’

Concerns about having to 
create car parking with disabled 
access were also raised while 
others suggested it could be an 

appropriate project for the new 
BID scheme to look at.

However, the landowner is 
open to hearing more on the is-
sue – provided the land remains 
as a public open space and the 
community is consulted.

Mr Martin added: ‘There 
is eagerness  to create the 
future Oban, within which the 
hydro will always be a central 
feature.’

The proposed hydropathic ho-
tel, which started construction 
in 1881, would have had 137 
bedrooms, a conservatory, a 
concert hall and seawater baths. 

There were also plans for a 
golf course, stables, landscaped 
indoor and outdoor gardens and 
a hydraulic lift to bring guests 
up from the town centre.

Community buyout suggested 
for Oban’s ‘hydro ruins’ land

Plan to 
alter 
Oban’s 
centre
CHORD money will 
finally be spent after 
five years of waiting

A MAN was arrested before his 
wedding at Campbeltown regis-

his welcome.
The Pakistani national had 

been due to marry a Latvian 
woman on Monday but police 
swooped on the ceremony and 
arrested him.

The 24-year-old is being held 
in detention after overstaying 
his visa and steps are now being 
taken to deport him to Pakistan.  

Anna Beattie, from the UK 
Border Agency in Scotland said: 
‘Anyone in the UK illegally and 
seeking to evade our immigra-
tion laws can expect to be found 
by us and removed from the 
UK.

‘We will not hesitate to act 
against those who mistakenly 
believe that they can abuse the 
immigration system.’

Campbeltown 
police arrest man 
at his wedding

-
end to replace Oban’s annual 

-

-

-

-

No fireworks ’til winter 
say bonfire organisers

A review of speed limits throughout the Highlands and Islands has led Transport Scotland to proposing changes across the network.  These include increasing speed 
limits within some villages and decreasing the limit on sections of trunk roads that carry the national speed limit.  To see how this could affect you, see page 5. 

-
ing its £6.9million CHORD al-
location on improving the town 

after the scheme was devised.
At a short meeting in the Cor-

ran Halls on Tuesday, the Oban 
CHORD project board moved to 
approve a series of projects that 
will transform two key areas of 
the town – Stafford Street and 
Queen’s Park Place.

Chairwoman of the project 
board, councillor Louise Glen-
Lee, said: ‘This isn’t about pro-
crastination any longer, this is 
the time for delivery. The people 
of Oban have been waiting for 
a long time for things to come 
forward. I say today is a big step 
forward.’

The plans approved by the 
board will see Stafford Street 
transformed into a pedestrian-
ised area by December next year, 
creating a link to the north pier 
to form a ‘north pier quarter’. 

in a wider Oban improvement 
programme, which would see the 
area around Queen’s Park Place 
and George Street – referred to 
as the ‘Oban Seafront Public 
Realm’ – redesigned and de-
cluttered in a bid to improve its 
appearance and coach access. 

Moves to improve the town’s 
transport links will continue, 
although the project has been 
renamed the Transport Inter-

hold talks with Network Rail 
about using dormant sidings and 
the seaward rail platform, while 
commercial estate agent DTZ 
will be approached to determine 
the availability of the Harbour 
Bowl.

helped by the Stafford Street 

the council’s head of roads.

would be improved by new 
‘keep clear’ markings on the 
roundabout, while the number 
of parking bays at Airds Place is 
to be reduced in favour of wider 
pavements.

Access to the loading bay on 
the north side of Argyll Square 
is to be widened. 

Meanwhile, the board has com-
mitted to working closely with 
the new Oban BID company as 
it takes forward new proposals.

While welcoming many of the 
proposals, Oban community 
councillor Duncan Martin told 
the board the reduction of park-
ing spaces in the town was a 
concern.

Meanwhile, the Oban Action 
Plan is also to be renamed Lorn 
2030. 

-
roba Road to Miller Road will be 
discussed at a CHORD business 
meeting next week.

Communities put the brakes on rural speed limit proposals 
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Horror film maker 
chooses Dalavich

20th birthday for  
school building at 
Benderloch

Oban man 
remanded on 
assault charge

Oban man accused 
of throwing bottle 
at woman

Tumour 

The Oban Times

Fundraising appeal has been launched for Ciara Caskie Allan. 

Twelve-year old aims for Oklahoma in search of cancer cure

Tablets recovered

The Oban 
Times

Keynote speakers at the supply chain 
event at Dunstaffnage, from left: 

Andrew MacDonald, Alan Mortimer and 
Robert Pollock. 16_t44renewables01

Proposed and approved sites of renewable energy projects off the west coast.

Argyll could 
be world 
leader say 
energy experts
‘Argyll has it all and I think the area could become       

a leading hub of renewable energy in Europe.’

the Sound of Islay 

project is a source of job 

creation for all Argyll

Robert Pollock   
Argyll and Bute Council

Sexual offence charges

Charles Steuart Fothringham, left, and daughter Cecilia open the 
car park as David Colthart, centre, and Dr Iain McNicol look on. 
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INDOOR FOOTBALL

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Kinlochleven boxing club strike gold at
the Scottish Novice Championships

BOXING

LOCHABER Phoenix boxers 
will have their skills put to the 
test against some of the best in 
the country at the club’s home 
show in the Nevis Centre this 
Saturday.

At least 10 bouts are sched-
uled for the night featuring 11 
Lochaber boxers, from novices 
to some of the best amateurs in 
Scotland.

Topping the bill for the local 

10 to 33 - will be Aidan Don-
nelly, who takes on Alex Bailey 
of Granite City ABC. 

THE ANNUAL West Highland 
Wheelers Fort to Fort cycle 
race on Sunday wasn’t short 
of drama - just one second 

Rugby Club’s pitch in Banavie.
In the end, Ben Thompson’s 

outstretched arm give him 
the narrowest of wins in the 
rain-affected event, which 
saw 31 riders set off from Fort 
Augustus.

of 1 hour 49 minutes and 13 sec-
onds, with Ben Miller, Stephen 
Burns and Ewan Thorburn close 

wheel length.
Mairi Meldrum won the 

ladies event, with her time 
of 2 hours 13 minutes and 45 
seconds giving her an overall 
16th

was second with Emma Holgate 
taking third place.

Many thanks to British 
Waterways Scotland, 
Forestry Commission Scotland, 
Lochaber Rugby Club and the 
many volunteer helpers.

The next WHW event is 

Erracht on Sunday November 
25.

FORT WILLIAM face a tough 
away trip to Forres Mechanics on 
Saturday still in search for their 

One crumb of comfort for 
Danny Conlon’s men is that the 
Can Cans’ home form has been 
less than sparkling so far.

But last year’s Highland 
League champions constitute 
formidable opposition - and to 
have any hope Fort must do the 
one thing they were unable to 
do again on Saturday in the 0-3 

- keep possession.
Conlon does not have his prob-

LOCHABER Rugby Club face 
one of their toughest challenges 
so far this season when they 
face unbeaten league leaders 
Garioch at Banavie at 2pm this 
Saturday.

Lochaber sit third in the RBS 
Caledonia regional league 
division two north with six wins 

are 15 points behind Garioch, 
who have won all nine games 
they have played. 

Garioch have also picked up 

points difference of +170.
With the season approaching 

the halfway mark, a win would 
move Lochaber to within 
touching distance of the top of 
the table.

Lochaber’s game against 
Aberdeen University Medics 
last weekend was postponed to 
allow Aberdeen to take part in a 
university tournament.

The Highland Dirt Crit at Nevis Range attracted a big entry.

LOCHABER Leisure and 
Achintore FC lead the way in 
the Ali Young Premier indoor 
football league after they both 
recorded wins at the Nevis 
Centre on Sunday night.

Lochaber Leisure have the 
better goal difference after 
beating Old Codgers 6-3, while 
Achintore FC brushed aside 
previously unbeaten Ballachul-
ish 9-5.

Caol FC recorded a 10-4 win 
over bottom club AA Young 
while Portowcy leapfrogged 
HWEnergy after winning 2-1.

The biggest scoreline of the 
night came between The Goon 

placed Goon Squad winning 
14-4. 

CLAYMORES Amateur Boxing 
Club in Kinlochleven is punch-
ing above its weight after strik-
ing gold at the Scottish Novice 

Callum Clement became 

champion when he outpointed 
John Brown of Zetland ABC in 
Edinburgh in the 60kg junior 
category. 

The 15 year-old had earned his 
title shot courtesy of a knife-edge 
victory over Conner Cowe of 

the previous weekend.
Clement boxed the bout of his 

Congratulations champ! Claymores coach Martin Glenesk celebrates with new Scottish novice 
champion Callum Clement from Tyndrum. 

Claymores are 
punching above 
their weight 

life at the Ravenscraig Regional 
Sports Facility in Motherwell.

He came out all guns blazing 
and got to work straight away 
with his educated jab as he 
out-manouvered Brown, landing 
shot after shot on his opponent.

But Clement did not have things 
all his on way as a determined 
Brown kept him on his toes with 
a barrage of body shots. 

Right hook
In round two Clement’s right 

hook started to take its toll and 
the referee was forced to give 
the Edinburgh boxer a standing 
eight count. 

Now in charge, Clement upped 
his pace to the bell and carried 

round, when a furious combina-
tion saw Brown forced to take a 

second standing eight count.  
The Claymores boxer tried to 

to his credit tried to come back 

fantastic contest.
After some deliberation, the 

judges scored the bout 11-7 in 
Clement’s favour, sparking wild 
celebrations in the Kinlochleven 
corner.

Delighted head coach Martin 
Glenesk told The Oban Times: ‘I 
am chuffed to bits. This has been 

champion and I am over the 
moon that it’s Callum, who has 
given his all to boxing. 

‘Coming from Tyndrum, he 
travels up and down to the club 
three times a week - a total of six 
hours on the road just to train. 

This is Callums third straight 
win - and what a win!

‘Now that he’s won the cham-
pionship, hopefully we will 
now get him into the Scottish 
development squad.’

Thank
Glenesk added: ‘I would like to 

thank everyone who has helped 
us - from the Kinlochleven Com-
munity Trust for their sustained 
backing to the village charity 
shop for raising funds for us. I
hope this gold medal goes to 
show that it’s all worth while!’

Callum is on the bill at Loch-
aber Phoenix BC’s home show at 
the Nevis Centre on Saturday.

OVER 50 Highland children 
entered round two of the recent 
Highland Dirt Crit Mountain 
Bike Series at Nevis Range, 
Torlundy.

The event was organised by 
Scottish Cycling with support 
from the local bike club West 
Highland Wheelers and High 
Life Higland’s Active Schools 
co-ordinator.

entered and were split into six 
age categories, with a longer and 

riders.  
Some tough racing followed 

single track descents and tight 
corners that caused problems for 
some.

After their own race, some 
children stayed to watch to 
action in the next event, whilst 
others took advantage of the 

James Pickles eludes Farquhar MacRae to get a shot in on goal 
20_f44footie03

lems to seek as his young squad 
looks to gain traction against 
physically stronger and street-

under no illusions on that score 
after playing three of the league’s 
top teams in succession.

Cutting edge
His biggest problems lie up 

front, where lack of a cutting 
edge and a target man to hold 

attacking force. 
‘Everyone knows that goes to 

watch us knows where we are 
short,’ he told the Oban Times.

‘We try to set ourselves out to 

contain teams and stay in the 
game as long as we can can and 
perhaps nick a goal, but we just 
don’t have the players available 
that are going to hurt the good 
sides.

‘That’s not being disrespectful 
- it’s just being honest and real-
istic about it all. On Saturday we 
are playing a team that Rangers 
struggled to beat 1-0 in the Scot-
tish Cup third Round and who 
are the reigning champions, so it 
will be a huge ask for us.’

On a brighter note, Ryan 
MacDonald is recovering well 
from a badly bruised foot and 
Sean Grant is back in training 
this week.

forward Iain MacLellan are also 
likely to be available for selec-
tion.

Against Wick, The Fort frus-
trated the men from the North 
and went in 0-0 at the break 
with neither keeper having been 
really tested.

But Wick stepped up the pace 
-

ble sealed matters before burly 
Polish striker Lukasz Geruzel 
added a third.

Fort had a late shout for a pen-
alty turned down when Farquhar 
appeared to handle the ball, but 
ref Potten waved play on.

Conlon said: ‘I was disap-
pointed with the result and also 
with the performance in the 
second half.’

Fort face a tough trip to take on 
the Can Cans at Mosset Park

Tough racing at the Highland Dirt Crit series
skills equipment and pump track 
outside the Pine Marten café.

Organisers would like to thank 
all those from the West Highland 
Wheelers who helped marshal 
the event and to Nevis Cycles 
who donated prizes.

Results (Lochaber riders 
highlighted):

U6 Boys: 1 Charlie Heshall; 

Craig Muir. U6 Girls: 1 Megan 
Pescod (Banavie); 3 Jess Farqu-
har. U8 Boys: 1 Zander Millar-
Todd; 2 Ronnie Fulford (Spean); 
3 Charlie Ferguson. U8 Girls: 1 
Amy Stewart; 2 Emma Stewart. 
U10 Boys: 1 Jonny Forster (In-
verlochy); 2 Oliver Broadhurst; 3 
Alisdair Poll (Spean). U10 Girls: 
1 Lucy Edmundson; 2 Rosie 
Broadhurst; 3 Abi Stewart.

U12 Boys: 1 Callum Galloway; 
2 Jamie Edmundson; 3 John 
Peteranna. U12 Girls: 1 Megan 

Daynes (St Bride’s). U14 Boys: 1 
Matthew MacDonald; 2 Douglas 
Miller; 3 Fin Graham. U16 Boys: 
1 Finn Munro (Banavie); 2 John 

Miller. U18 Boys: Lachlan Blair 
(Onich).

MOUNTAIN BIKING

The pair met last year in the 

championships, with Bailey tak-
ing a narrow points win.

GB champion Chris Bradley 
has cleaned out his division and 
has had to step up two weight 

silver medallist Jack Crawford 
of Auchengeich ABC

Concede weight
Bradley will concede weight, 

height and reach as he boxes in 

the best part of two years.
Former Scottish champion 

James Aitchison will box Eddie 
Copland of Granite City ABC, 
who is tipped as a rising star by 
his club. 

Teenager Igor Sliwinski took 
the Scottish boxing world by 

year winning the Scottish 
Novice championships, and 

Hardie ABC.
Senior welterweight Liam 

Jordan will dip his toes in the 
intermediate level against Arron 
Logan of Kincorth ABC, while 
youngsters Robbie Hall and 

Kevin Aitchison will face Con-
nor Mackenzie of Kincorth ABC 
and Matty O’Neil of Granite 
City ABC respectively.

Also taking part will be Loch-
aber’s newest national champion, 
Callum Clement of Kinlochleven 
based Claymores ABC.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the Nevis Centre (700707), Niall 
Clark (07554 994744), Steve 
Docherty (07767 069532) and 
Vince Lopez (07979 321025).

BOXING

Boxers prepare for weekend show at the Nevis Centre

Drama at the Fort 
to Fort race

CYCLING

Ali Young League

Tough game for 
rugby club

RUGBY

FOOTBALL

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 1, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.46 1.1 06.33 4.0 13.11      1.3        18.55     3.9  
Fri  01.21 1.2 07.05 3.9 13.43 1.5         19.28    3.8
Sat  01.56 1.3 07.38 3.8 14.17      1.7        20.01      3.6
Sun  02.32 1.5 08.13 3.6 14.53      1.9        20.37     3.3
Mon  03.11 1.7 08.52 3.4 15.40 2.1 21.20      3.1
Tues  04.00 1.8 09.41 3.3 16.49 2.2 22.20     3.0
Wed  05.00 1.9 10.48 3.2 18.11 2.2 **.**      *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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