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Alan Hunter is one of the youngest commercial pilots 
in the country. 

Benderloch youngster is flying high

Voluntary fund

BID scheme could lead 
to Oban improvements

The Oban Times

Oban South and the 
Isles Councillor Roddie         

McCuish has found many 
holes in the pavement 

Scotland Transerv claim 
they repaired 07-t44path02

Seventy-four-year-old Jean English from East Kilbride ended her holiday in Oban 
with a visit to hospital after falling on George Street’s faulty pavement 07-t44path01

Pensioner 
is latest 
victim of 
Oban’s
pavements
‘Numerous’ injuries continue after repairs

The Oban Times

Full page of 
news in Gaelic
see page 8

West Highland winners at 
Highlands and Islands 
Food and Drink Awards
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A FORT William mum-of- 
four is to launch a petition 
asking Highland Council to 
reinstate sunbeds at Lochaber 
Leisure Centre.

Last week The Oban Times
revealed how Bernie Barr, 
who is registered disabled, 
used the beds to ease her 
spine condition until they 
were removed three weeks 
ago.

Bernie believes the highly 

sunbed regime was safer 
than other operators because 
it was so tightly regulated 
and provided palliative and 
curative treatment for many 
Lochaber people.

Her nephew Jordan 
Cameron suffered severe 
psoriasis on the backs of his 
hands and round his elbow 
joints since childhood, 
but the ugly red weals 
disappeared after a few 
sessions under the sunbed’s 
ultraviolet (UV) rays.

Father of two Jordan, 
22, of Grange Road, told The
Oban Times four different 
prescription steroid and 
emollient creams were not 
helping his condition, but 
the sunbed treatment brought 
almost instant results. 

He said: ‘They were giving 
me all sorts of stuff - stuff 
to put in the bath, stuff to 
put on when I came out and 
two different creams for my 
hands and elbows when they 

GLENFINNAN mothers are 
considering their options 
after being told dedicated 
front seats on buses will be 
allocated to their primary 
one children travelling to 
school in Fort William.

Five local mums have been 
taking in it turns to take the 

town and back because they 
believe current arrangements, 
which involve the youngsters 
using public service buses to 
get to and from school, are 
not suitable.

According to the mothers, 
journey times were too long 
and the tots often had to sit 
beside strangers, contrary to 
advice from the authorities.

Lochaber Provost 
Councillor Allan Henderson 
brokered a compromise 
where operators Shiel Buses 
and White Heather Buses 
would reserve four adjoining 
seats for the children. 

Education committee 
member Eddie Hunter 
agreed to meet with parents 
to discuss their concerns.

O’Rua welcomed the 
policy shift, but insisted 
the only proper long term 
solution was to bring back 
the dedicated school bus 

THE DAUGHTER of a 
famous Skye centegenarian 
has become the latest 
contributor to a £320,000 
campaign to erect a 
sculpture in memory of two 
of the Cuillins’ most famous 
climbers.

Dierdre Peppe, of Drynoch, 
Skye, has donated £50 to 
buy 50 grammes of bronze 
towards the memorial, which 

CORPACH historian Roddy Mainland will 
gave an illustrated talk to Lochaber Local 
History Society next Thursday on strange 
carvings he found on the rocky headland 
Rubha nam Brathairean, north of Portree, 

on the cause of hundreds of strange circular 
markings on the rocks. 

Everyone is welcome to the meeting in the 
Alexandra Hotel at 8pm.

THE BEN Nevis Hotel in Fort William raised another £200 
for Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team at its Wedding Fair 
on Sunday.

Hotel staff had already donated £1,200 throughout 2009 
to the team, and in 2008 rasied £1,000 for the Belford 
Hospital.

Hotel co-manager Janet Collings said visitors to the fair 
were invited to make a donation, as entry was free.

‘It was extremely busy and there was a very high standard 
of exhibits from suppliers,’ Ms Collings told The Oban 
Times.

all lumpy and cracked and 
nothing was working, so I 
decided to try the bed. 

‘After I went home I had a 
bath and looked at my hands 
and it was starting to clear 
up. After a few more sessions 
it disappeared completely. 
I could not believe it was 
gone - and I have not had 
any psoriasis since. I think 
it’s terrible what they have 
done, taking the beds away. I 
would simply ask the council 
to reverse their decision.’

Now Jordan’s aunt Bernie, 
40, of Banff Crescent, is 
drawing up petition forms to 
put in local shops asking the 
public to urge the council to 
think again.

She said: ‘I’m going to 
be putting forms in Grange 
Stores and I’ll ask the shop 
at Claggan as well so that 
people can sign up for the 
beds to stay. Surely they 
have to listen to people’s 
opinion. Lochaber Leisure 
Centre is our centre, it’s for 
the public.’ 

Estimates for the loss 
of revenue to the council 
range up to £50,000 a year. 
‘How can they afford to 
lose so much money?’ asked 
Bernie.

Highland Council cited 
‘clear’ medical evidence that 

Baby soft: Jordan Cameron’s hands are psoriasis-free after years of suffering. 
10_f44jordan02

EXCLUSIVE                       
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sunbed use, particularly by 
the young, was damaging 
and leads to an increased 
risk of cancer.

Education, culture and 
sport committee member 
Councillor Eddie Hunter 
said: ‘The council made 
the decision on the basis of 
the medical advice we were 
given.

‘The funding gap will have 
to be replaced and be made 
up from other areas of the 
revenue budget. I can’t see 
an answer unless somebody 
sees a niche and sets up a wee 
business for themselves.’

A spokesperson for NHS 
Highland said they ‘did not 
endorse’ sunbed use to treat 
psoriasis.

UV machines at Raigmore 
produced carefully measured 

mimimise side effects, she 
said, and ‘careful records’ 
of treatment were kept to 
ensure safe doses were never 
exceeded.

She said: ‘There is no 
evidence that the most 
modern UV sources used 
under hospital supervision 
produce an excess of skin 
cancer. Commercial tanning 
UV sources produce a much 
broader spectrum of UV, 
including more harmful 
wavelengths and are much 
less effective at treating skin 
disease.’

service withdrawn when 
Achaphubuil primary closed 
two years ago.

She told The Oban 
Times: ‘We will continue 
to campaign for dedicated 
school transport and we 
are taking up Councillor 
Hunter’s offer to meet 
with him. The provision of 
allocated seats is a small 
concession from the council 
and we view it as a short-
term measure until dedicated 
school transport is provided. 
The children still have to 
change buses en-route and it 
is still a public bus. 

‘Some parents will now 
consider placing their 
children on the morning 
service bus but others plan 
to continue driving children 
to school until such time as 
dedicated school transport is 
in place. 

‘We do not intend to use 
the afternoon service bus 
as the journey time is too 
long at one hour and we are 
unhappy that the children are 
sitting on a stationary public 
service bus in Middle Street 
for around 10 minutes.

‘We lost our school bus 
in 2007 when Achaphubuil 
Primary School closed. We 
want our school bus back.’

will stand near Sligachan 
on the main route into the 
mountains.

Ms Peppe is the daughter 
of the redoubtable Elizabeth 

who knew Norman Collie 
and Sconser’s John 
Mackenzie in the 1930s when 
they tackled some of the 
Cuillins’ most challenging 

in December 2004, aged 
100. Collie and Mackenzie 
Group chairman, Sconser 
man Hector MacLeod told 
The Oban Times: ‘John 
Mackenzie was a son of Skye 
and it’s important people 
from the island recognise his 
achievements. It really will 
be a monument for Skye.’

More information at www.
skyesculpture.com.

Rescue team cash boost   

Mums fight 
on for own 
school bus

Monument climbs a step closer

Bring back 
public
sunbeds

Talk puts spotlight on strange Portree carvings

Appeal to council to re-think decision 
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SHELLFISH growers from 
around Scotland gathered 
for their annual conference 
in Oban last week with new 
marine legislation and the 
environment high on the 
agenda.

The event featured an 
international panel of 
speakers, a networking 
dinner and a visit to the 
Scottish Association of 
Marine Science (SAMS) to 
see the results of their latest 
research.

Competition
A highlight of the event was 

producer of Scotland’s best 
mussels and oysters, with the 
winners receiving a specially 
commissioned trophy.  

The conference welcomed 
keynote speaker, professor 
Sandy Shumway, a leading 

University of Connecticut in 
the United States, who spoke 
about the valuable role of 

ecosystem.
He was joined by speakers 

from New Zealand, Ireland, 
the Netherlands, and the UK 

farming including strategy 
and protocols, developments 
in carrying capacity, 
molluscan quality schemes 
and eco labels, European 
markets, interaction between 
industry and regulators and 
the requirements of the 
foodservice sector.  

Association chairman 

Walter Speirs told The 
Oban Times: ‘We are lucky 
to have attracted a host of 
high calibre international 
speakers to our annual 
conference once again.

‘We are very much keeping 
a watch on things changing 
in marine environment 
legislation and changes to 

things like the marine bill 
and the water framework 
directive.’

Mr Speirs added: ‘These 
new laws could potentially 
make things better for us but 
we have to make sure we get 
our views across because 
we are quite a small player 
in the marine environment.’ 

Shellfish growers gather in Oban
Conference attracts host of international speakers

THIS year, as the Scottish 
Poppy Appeal cans go out 
across Oban and Lorn, 
people are being urged to be 
more generous than ever.

With British troops, drawing 
soldiers from all quarters 
of the country including 

Afghanistan, more soldiers 
are coming home each day 
with life-changing injuries 
and families are having to 
deal with the death of their 
loved ones.

Chairman of the Oban 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion Bert MacBrayne said: 
‘The Poppy Appeal is a very 
emotive thing and this year, 
the Year of the Homecoming, 
it is even more so because a 
lot of people will need help 
and the number of relatives 
that need help are increasing 
day by day.

‘Unfortunately a lot of them 
are coming home through the 
streets of Wootton Bassett 
and of those who don’t 
many will come back broken 
physically and mentally and 

Bert MacBrayne is appeal-
ing to people to give gener-

ously this year 

that’s who we have to help.
‘We see the pictures of 

the conditions these young 
people are working in daily 
being brought into our living 
rooms – we need to help 
them when they get home.

‘It is really horrendous and 
no wonder they are broken 
mentally; my view is there 
is not enough done for these 
young people.

‘The MoD gives them a 
modicum of help but at the 
end of the day it is left to the 
service charities to pick up 
the bits.

‘We can pick up the pieces 
and help them and we do and 
that is why the Poppy Appeal 
has to continue and has to be 
supported.

‘The money from the Poppy 
Appeal goes in its entirety to 
helping these people; that is 
why we are trying to push 
it as much as we can and I 
make no excuses for that.’

Oban and Lorn has 
always been generous 
with its donations to the 
Poppy Appeal, last year 
raising £8,555, which Mr 
MacBrayne said they were 
extremely grateful for.

The collecting cans are 
out for two weeks before 
Remembrance Sunday in 
shops, supermarkets and 
other premises around Oban 
and the legion is being 
supported by the Army, Air 
and Sea cadets as well as 
Caledonian MacBrayne.

Scottish Poppy Appeal 
needs your help more 
than ever this yearA NEW £9m waste water 

treatment works (WWTW) 
at Bowmore is taking shape 
as Scottish Water announced 
that two pumping stations 
for the project have been 
commissioned.

The project, expected to be 
completed by the end of the 
year, will prevent raw sewage 
being pumped into Loch 
Indaal. A treatment lagoon, 
which will treat the village’s 
sewage and serve around 
1,100 people, was completed 
last month. Meanwhile, 
a ship arrived recently in 
Loch Indaal to work on the 
installation of an outfall and 

the project progresses.
The Bowmore project, 

which started in August 
2008, is being carried out for 
Scottish Water by Scottish 
Water Solutions, using 
delivery partners BLJV. 

Project manager Stephen 
Fraser, of Scottish Water 
Solutions, said: ‘The project 
has gone well and we are now 
entering a key stage, with the 
installation of outfalls and 

Bowmore
water
project
takes shape
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A TRIAL against an Oban 
man accused of carrying 
a sword collapsed after 
a debate about where he 
was searched.

Michael MacPhee, aged 
24 of 4 Burnside Court, 
Miller Road, appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last 
week. He pleaded not 
guilty to having a sword 
at Quarry Road in the 
town on March 6. 

The court heard that 

granted a warrant to 
carry out a drugs search 

on that date. 
Constable Daniel 

MacBeth told the court 
that sometime after the 
search got under way, 
MacPhee had come to the 
address and was detained 
on the doorstep under 
the terms of the search 
warrant.

However, defence 
agent Sandy Mitchell 
challenged the crown 
case, arguing that as his 
client was in the close and 

he should not have been 
detained and searched. 

After an adjournment 
and mid way through 
Constable MacBeth’s 
evidence, procurator 

told the court ‘I’m not 
continuing further and I 
invite my Lord to acquit 
the accused.’ 

MacPhee was found not 
guilty. 

Crown
abandons
sword
case

ONE of Oban’s oldest - and 
youngest - residents were on 
hand to unveil a series of new 
interpretation boards to guide 
visitors around the town.

The new boards will also 
include a new wind-up sound 
system which will play songs 
and poems from the Highlands 
and islands.

Unique
The signs are also unique 

in that instead of laminated 
plastic, tiles have been used 
as extra protection against 
the hazards of sea, salt, wind, 
high intensity light, herring 
gulls and frost.

A spokesman for Oban 
Community Council said: 
‘Most of the panels have been 
installed on the railings right 
on the sea front - so they face 
the hazards. 

‘The traditional approach 
would not last the course and 
we wanted something special 
for Oban, so they opted to 
use a unique but traditional 
method of signage. The panels 
are made from a natural 
and recyclable material - 
enamelled stoneware tiles - 

basically big tiles!  This is the 

been used for this purpose in 
Britain.’

Three of the boards are on 
lecterns on the seafront with 
the one in front of the Corran 
Halls incorporating a wind-

Capercaillie and others, tunes 
by leading musicians such as 
Aidan O’Rourke, and poems. 

near the South Pier and is titled 
Oban, Open to the World with 
themes including the founding 
of Oban, McCaig’s Tower.

Other panels depict the area’s 
earliest inhabitants, the Firth 

Oban Bay,  Dunollie Castle 
and Dunollie House.

Most of the boards feature 
poems written by Isle of Luing 
poet Norman Bissell, one by 
local author Mhairi Ross, and 
one has an extract from an Iain 
Crichton Smith poem. Most of 
these have been translated into 

and culture feature throughout 
the panels. One of the new boards was jointly unveiled on Oban Esplanade by representatives of Oban Community Council 

with Archie MacGill, one of Oban’s oldest residents, and Calum McLuckie aged six. 15_t43signs01

Oldest and youngest unveil new Oban signs

has been granted for a 23-
house development between 
upper and lower Soroba, 
Oban, despite more than 
40 objections from local 
residents.

Councillors on Argyll and 
Bute Council’s planning, 
protective services and 
licensing (PPSL) committee 
approved the application 
with conditions attached 
which include safeguards to 
public access to land north 
of the site, a tree survey, 
a geotechnical survey, 
landscaping and a bio-
diversity survey.

Two-day meeting
Applicant Drimvargie 

Properties had removed 

McCaig Road from the 
application before a public 
meeting held over two days 
at the Corran Halls.

Under new planning rules 

the application was heard 
by the PPSL committee, and 
not the local area committee, 
because it was classed as a 
major development.

the meeting that there was a 
need for affordable housing 
in the area, there was no 
risk of de-stabilisation on 
the steeply sloping site and 
that the local roads were 
capable of supporting the 
development.

need for affordable housing 
in this area and six units is 
a substantive amount going 
into the stock in this area. 

‘The topography is such 
that the new housing is 
going to be that bit lower 
than properties on Nant 
Drive. Engineers will design 
the ground conditions and 
retaining walls will be put 
in if necessary. 

‘The feedback from the 

roads authority is that the 
roads are capable of taking 

development.’
Space compromised

Duncan Martin of Oban 
Community Council said 
that access to recreational 
space for local people would 
be compromised .

Mr Martin said: ‘Lower 
Soroba was built at a 
density which would not 
now be acceptable. This 
area has become part of the 
recreational area for lower 
Soroba and is widely used 
by large numbers of people. 
It ought to have been 
designated as public open 
space.

‘The junction at McCaig 
Road and Lonan Road is 
not safe for the current level 

already limited visibility.
‘It is astonishing to me 

that the transport authorities 

have not recommended 
a condition to install a 
roundabout at that junction, 
and it is high time we had 
a roundabout at the junction 
of McCaig Road and 
Lochgilphead Road.’

Objector David McMillan 
from Nant Drive said that 
the wildlife in the area must 
be protected.

He said: ‘Of the 41 
objectors a majority showed 
concern for the impact of 
this development on the 

were also concerns for road 
safety. It shows that this 
area is of high importance 
to local people, it is unique 
and should be protected.’

Committee chairman 
Danny Kelly said: ‘We have 
given a fair hearing to this 
application and listened 
to what has been said on 
behalf of the applicant and 
what the public have said.’ 

Objectors fail 
in bid to stop 
new housing

ELDERLY people and 
those with long-term health 
conditions in Argyll and 

in Scotland to use a new hi-
tech health monitor, which 

patient’s condition.
The Telehealth monitor 

has been installed in some 
sheltered housing and homes 
as Argyll and Bute pilots 
the new scheme for NHS 
Highland.

Depending on how often 
patients need to be monitored, 
they will access the machine 
daily or weekly using a secure 
swipe card and it will take 
weight and blood pressure 
readings, as well as asking 
them simple multiple choice 
questions.

The Telehealth system 
records results via broadband 

secure NHS website that can 
be accessed by district nurses.

Among them will be 
Telehealth project manager 

Speaking at Lynn Court 
sheltered housing in Oban, 
where the scheme has been 
introduced, Lynn said: ‘This 
system will help to keep 
people as well as possible, for 
as long as possible, in their 
own homes.

‘The system can spot people 

up if patients are not doing the 
checks at all.

‘Telehealth is particularly 
helpful on islands like Luing 

in Argyll and Bute for six 
months, so we are leading the 
way in NHS Highland.’

Lynn Court resident Elizabeth Macquarrie is shown the 
Telehealth system by project manager Lynn Garrett. 

Hi-tech health monitor 
pilot comes to Argyll

AN OBAN man pled 
guilty on Monday to 
possessing heroin and 
cocaine at a house in 
Oban’s Nelson Road last 
September.

William McConnel, 
aged 29, 28 Nelson 
Road, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court to the two 
charges from September 
18 2008.

Sentence was deferred 
for background reports 
until November 16.

Oban man 
admits drugs 
charges

A BUS driver was subjected 
to verbal abuse and threats 
from a passenger on his bus 
in Oban.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
on Monday that Thomas 
Kerr, aged 44, had got on 
the bus in Dunbeg with 
two acquaintances and was 
asked to leave two opened 
cans of beer off the bus and 
one of the other two a bag 
of unopened cans on the 
luggage rack.

‘When the bus stopped 
[in Oban] the accused 
approached the driver’s 
cab and became verbally 
aggressive and abusive 
towards [the driver],’ said 

Craig Harris.
‘The accused was shouting 

at him and pointing at his 
chest area. Mr Kerr then 

driver’s] neck and ran it 
across in a cutting motion 
and said something along 
the lines of  ‘I will slit you 
from ear to ear’.’

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said painter and 
decorator Kerr, 53 Lorn 
Road, Dunbeg, had been 
drinking the afternoon of 
September 5 this year and 
this had spurred him on to 
have words with the driver.

Kerr, who admitted 
breaching the peace and 
making threats and also 
failing to appear at court on 
September 15, was put on 
probation for a year, ordered 
to carry out 160 hours’ 

£100 for failing to appear.

Dunbeg bus 
passenger
threatened to 
slit driver’s 
throat

Man found 
guilty of 
cocaine
charge
A MAN who denied 
possessing cocaine at a 
house in Oban was found 
guilty of the offence on 
Monday at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

Brian Herron, aged 32, 
was arrested on October 
25 last year and police 

when he was searched at 
the charge bar in Oban 

bag of cocaine was found 
in the front left pocket of 
his trousers.

Both witnesses were 
asked by defence agent 
Stephen Macleod if it was 

could have ‘planted’ the 
drugs on Herron.

Both replied: 
‘Absolutely not.’

Herron, 48 Perth 
Crescent, Clydebank, 
said that he had been 
‘battered’ that night just 

him and had been in a 
‘semi-conscious’ state at 
the police station.

He said he did not have 

where he was arrested 
and had no explanation 

drugs on him.
‘I can’t remember a 

thing about the whole 
weekend,’ he said.

Sheriff Douglas Small, 

the inference that Herron 
must have known he had 
the drug, worth £120, 
because of where it was 
found.

Sustainable
buildings
shortlisted
A SUPER-insulated theatre 
on the Isle of Mull, a 
heritage centre on Lismore 
built with natural materials 
and a new marina building at 
Portavadie have all made the 

and Bute Sustainable Design 
Awards. 

The awards are run by 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
Argyll and Bute Sustainable 
Design Forum. They 
celebrate housing projects, 
public buildings and 
individual homes designed 
in harmony with the natural 
environment.  The winners 
will be crowned before the 
end of the year. 

MORE THAN 1,000 blood donors are required every day in Scotland 
to meet the needs of hospital patients for emergencies and routine 

is calling on residents of Oban and Lorn to make the difference when 
the service comes to town on November 11 and 12.

‘Please give blood,’ Mr Redpath said. ‘We urgently require donations 
of blood to keep up with the demand for blood and blood products.’

Sessions will be held at the Corran Halls on Wednesday November 
11 between 4pm and 7.30pm and again on Thursday,   between 1.30pm 
and 3.45pm and 5.15pm and 7.30pm.

Blood donors required in Oban
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Mull Lines

To sponsor Mull Lines 
please contact Isla at
01631-568000

The house front of the Carmelite Convent which has 
been put back onto the market for sale.

A FORMER  Oban Carmelite 
convent has come back onto 
the market.

The 1870s home was 
originally built as a merchants 
house before being sold to the 
closed-Carmelite order in the 
1920s. It remained in use until 
2002 when the four remaining 
nuns moved to the city. At that 
time a caretaker took over 
the building and it was sold 
in 2007 for redevelopment. 

the house were drawn up the 
convent was never converted 
and it has now come back onto 
the market.

Seller Paul Nicol, of Bell 

Ingram and DM MacKinnon 
Estates, said: ‘The convent is 
a great example of its kind.

‘The seller has lined up 
a range of ways to make 

straightforward, for example 
anyone wanting to buy the 
convent can offer another UK 
property in part-exchange and 

selling there is also an 
attractive mortgage package 
available subject to status.’

The former Carmelite 
Convent is a double-fronted, 
detached property, built in 
granite with stone facings 
under a solid slate roof.  It sits 

in a good-sized area of garden 
ground and is wonderfully 
situated, near the infamous 
landmark of McCaig’s Tower, 
in an elevated position that 
provides excellent views 
across Oban Bay to the 
Islands of Kerrera and Mull 
and enjoys some of the most 
stunning sunsets.

The property is also suitable 

or a single dwelling with the 
possibility of use as a B&B 
or Guest House, including 
owners’ accommodation.
According to Mr Nicol there is 
a steady demand for Victorian 
villas in the town.  

Former Carmelite convent in Oban is put up for sale

YET another community-run 
organisation is struggling to 
survive because of a lack of 
volunteers.

North Argyll Community 
Trust (NACT), which was 
set up in 2000 to help other 
organisations bring projects 
to fruition, is down to a 
hardcore membership of 

The trust is supposed to 
have a board membership 
of 10, representing a cross-
section of businesses and 
voluntary groups’ interests.

It does not have any funds 
other than those that it earns 
through a fee for helping an 
organisation with anything 
from applying for funds 
to advice on developing 
a project to helping with 
administration.

Chairman Chris 
Liversidge, Oban, said: ‘It 

is a totally voluntary system 
and relies simply on funds 
available when we help 
other communities to do a 
project.

‘If a community 
organisation wants our 
help then we charge a fee 
to provide that help and 

and general advice on how 
to go about things.

Time
‘Our biggest problem 

has always been getting 
people to volunteer their 
time,’ he said, adding that 
it was a problem for many 
community organisations in 
and around Oban.

Among the projects that 
NACT has helped on are 
Oban Community Sensory 
Garden, interpretation 
signs for Oban town centre 
in conjunction with Oban 

Community Council, the 
‘Dare to be Different Day’ 
as part of Lorn Voluntary 
Sector Forum, a new path 
to Nelson’s monument in 
Taynuilt, parts of the Oban 
to Fort William cycle path 
and a feasibility study on 
green sites in Oban by 
Scottish Natural Heritage.

Mr Liversidge, who has 
been chairman for almost 
four years, said there was a 
point when the line had to 
be drawn but the future of 
NACT would not be known 
until after the annual general 
meeting due sometime 
before Christmas.

‘Every voluntary sector is 
looking for new blood,’ he 
said, ‘but it is about getting 
younger people to take part 
in these things and no-one 
has the time with having to 
work all hours.’

Cabag, a Gaelic puppet, performs for children at Atlantis 
Leisure. 15_t42cabag01

TODDLERS were all agog 
when Gaelic puppet Cabag paid 
a visit to Atlantis Leisure’s soft 
play area in Oban to introduce 
her new DVD.

One thousand free copies 
of Cabag’s DVD have been 
launched by Argyll and Bute 
Council through its Gaelic 
Language Implementation Fund 
and is being distributed along 
with little glove puppets of the 
character herself.

The aim is to introduce pre-
school children to the Gaelic 
language through Cabag’s songs, 
stories, games and rhymes with 
presenters Linda MacLeod and 
Derek MacIntosh.

Mairi Morrison, who is the 
puppeteer and voice of Cabag, 
performed for the children at the 
launch of the DVD.

It was compiled by Benderloch-

based Mor Media and Sealladh 
TV, based in Skye, and funded 
by Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Councillor Isobel Strong, 
Argyll and Bute’s education and 
lifelong learning spokeswoman, 
said it was just the latest step 
in the council’s commitment to 
Gaelic medium education.

‘Our pre-school facilities are a 
vital element in the success of our 
Gaelic education programme, 
as exposure to the language at 
a very early age makes it much 
easier for children to achieve 

Gaelic and English by the end 
of primary school.

‘I am sure that this DVD will 
be a fantastic addition to the 
resources available, not just for 
pre-school children in Argyll 
and Bute, but across Scotland,’ 
she said. 

Gaelic puppet captivates
Oban toddlers

Struggling
to survive
Community trust needs volunteers

THANKS to a programme of goal 

from Oban High School should be 
ready to face the most important 
exams of their lives.

The Empower schools 
programme offers a six-week 
course at Energie Fitness Club in 
Oban, at a discounted rate, which 
guarantees results and has been 
taken up by Oban high for S5-S6 
students.

The idea is that pupils will 

nutritional advice but from a ‘work 
out’ mindset training which helps 
to focus the mind on goal setting, 
achievement, results and rewards, 
which will help them to perform 
well in exams and set goals for 
what they wish to achieve after 
school.

Oban  councillor Roddie was so 
impressed with people’s positive 
responses to taking part in the 
programme that he has said he 
will take part if people sponsor 
him for charity.

Robin Morton, of EFC Oban, 
said: ‘It gets people into the mind 
set of achieving their targets.’through the Empower programme at Energie. 15_t42empower01

TELEVISION chiefs were in 
Oban last week to broadcast 
their message about next year’s 
switchover to a digital signal.

The switchover from the 
analog signal means that people 
will only be able to receive a 
digital television signal from 
October next year in some areas 
of Argyll.

Digital television will bring 
around 48 freeview channels to 

traditional channels available 

with the analog signal.
The Torosay transmitter, 

which serves north Argyll and 
the south-west Highlands and 
islands, will switch over on 
October 13 next year.

The Oban relay transmitter, 
which serves areas unable to 
receive the Torosay signal, is to 
switch in two stages on October 
13 and October 27, 2010.

The Darvel transmitter, which 
broadcasts to Arran, Bute 
and Kintyre, will switch over 

between April and June 2011.
Paul Hughes, Scottish chief 

executive for Digital UK, said 
that although people with a 
good television reception now 
will get a better reception after 
the switchover, digital television 
will not solve everyone’s 
reception problems in the 
Highlands.

 Paul Hughes said: ‘If you 
have a good analog reception 
you will get good reception 
after the switch. There is a help 

scheme available to people who 

over 75 and on certain disability 

reception just now use our 
postcode checker which can give 
reception down to a 100 metre 

what the likelihood of reception 
is during and after switchover. 
If the terrestrial signal is not an 
option there are things you can 
do, for example a satellite dish.’

TV chiefs prepare Argyll for big switchover

MULL Community Council is seeking more people 
to help serve the island.

The community council can comprise up to 16 

and at least another three people are required 
to stand in the current by-election to make-up a 
constituted body.

At the October community council meeting, 

importance of Mull Community Council and its 
potential as a powerful body for the island and 
asked that individuals from across Mull consider 
standing to help make the decisions that are vital 
for the future of Mull.

Nominations close at 4pm on Thursday, November 
5.  Election Day is Thursday  December 10.

For further information, or to request a nomination 
pack, contact Argyll & Bute Council at Breadalbane 
Street, Tobermory PA75 6PX , 01631 567901 or e-
mail: elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Linda Cameron can also be contacted on 01681 
700372 for an informal chat about becoming a 
community councillor.

Bill and Suzanne Patterson of 
Dervaig enjoyed their 50th wedding 

anniversary in Dervaig
Village Hall, Mull, last week.

A GROUP of Mull school-
children have mapped out 
the future of tourism on the 
island by creating a series 
of special electronic tours 
as part of the Great Escapes 
Project which officially 
launched at Mull Tourist In-
formation Centre this week.
  Great Escapes, an initiative 
led by the National Library 
of Scotland and sponsored 
by Crerar Hotels involved six 
primary schools on the island.   
  Comprising a series of driv-
ing and walking tours, Great 
Escapes provide people of 
all ages visiting Mull with 
a fantastic tool to learn and 
discover more about the his-
tory of the island, its unique 
wildlife and landscape. 
 Heather Waller, teacher at 
Ulva Primary School said: 
‘The children have thor-
oughly enjoyed being part 
of this unique project. It has 
enabled them to help create a 
special guide to their island, 
which they know and love, 
and share that knowledge 
and admiration with future 
visitors. It’s a fantastic ex-
ample of being able to make 
the most of iconic literary 
resources from the past and 
bring it bang up-to-date with 
modern-day technology.’
 Dervaig, Iona, Lochdonhead, 
Tobermory, Salen and Ulva 
Primary Schools were all 
involved in the project.

Mull children 
help create 
electronic guide 
to Great 
Escapes

A ROUND-Britain sailing 
boat was rescued by Tober-
mory Lifeboat after its mast 
broke in high winds – the 
second time the vessel has 
required lifeboat assistance 
in a fortnight.

The dismasted yacht 
Morwenna was rescued 
off Ardnamurchan on last 
Wednesday during the Kyle 
of Lochalsh to Tobermory leg 
of a round-Britain voyage. 

Her wooden mast broke in 
two places in fresh easterly 
winds. There were eight 
paying crew on board and a 
skipper.

When Tobemory Lifeboat 
arrived on scene, the 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry MV Clansman was 
standing by, and the yacht’s 
rigging was hanging off the 
dismasted vessel. 

Lifeboat crew pulled in the 
sails, and towed the yacht 
and her crew to safety in 
Tobermory. 

Two weeks ago, the 45-
foot yacht was assisted by 
Fraserburgh Lifeboat when 

rough conditions. 
Tobermory RNLI Coxswain 

Phil Higson said: ‘It was 
quite windy and there was 
rigging everywhere when 
we got there. 

‘It was too heavy to bring 
on board, so we had to tow 
the yacht with the mast, 
rigging and some of the sail 
still in the water. With that, 
an easterly wind and the tide 
against us, it was a while 
before we made it home. ‘

Tobermory 
lifeboat
rescues
race yacht

ARGYLL’S MP has written to Transport Scot-
land calling for urgent action after a series of 
accidents on a dangerous bend on the A83 at 
Tarbet. 

Alan Reid MP has written to Transport 
Scotland’s chief executive David Middleton 
after meeting concerned residents in Tarbet. 

Local people showed Mr Reid the damage 
caused to buildings and walls and the debris left 
behind after seven recent accidents. Mr Reid 
said: ‘In view of the history of accidents at this 
sharp bend, Transport Scotland must take urgent 
action to make the road safer. Suggestions 
that have been made are a barrier to protect 

to warn drivers that this is an accident black spot 
and changing the route of the road to make the 
bend less sharp. Urgent action is needed before 
someone is killed or seriously injured.’

MP Alan Reid with Maisie Foreman 
and Caroline Rankin from the nearby 

Tarbet Tearoom. 

MP demands action on 
dangerous A83 bend

A WILD Celtic night is prom-
ised at Kilmelford and Kiln-
inver Village Hall on Friday, 
October 30, when a group of 
pipers combine traditional 
roots with jungle, reggae and 
disco beats. 

The gig by Piperactive, 
which includes Kilmelford 
man Matthew Anderson, 
will raise funds for the hall 
and the village school. 

Pipers play 
charity gig at 
Kilmelford

ENTRIES are now being accepted for the annual 
Cross at the Castle cycling event held at Glengorm 
Castle on the Isle of Mull, over the weekend of 
December 12 and 13.

With the number of competitors limited to 1,000 

races will include children, adults and veterans 
events.

Further details from Davie Graham on 07704 
409705 or email scottishcyclocross@googlemail.
com.
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Takeaway
permitted

Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

‘Don’t give bank details’ warns defrauded local man

Charity’s
treasure in 
trash helps 
homeless

John McGurk, Elizabeth Mullen and Lee Campbell, staff at 
Lorn and Oban Reuse Initiative site at Moleigh. 15_t44reuse02

Grants

Report by
CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

MEMBERS of Oban Rotary Club were given 
driving lessons with a difference as the cast of 
Baldy Bane Theatre Company performed the 
play Urban Roadeo.

The play, aimed at drivers over the age of 55, 
takes a humorous look at how we should adapt 
our driving and pedestrian habits as we get older 
and is being run by Road Safety Scotland.

Rotary member Graham MacQueen said: ‘The 
play takes a gentle swipe at the older driver, who 
most probably hasn’t looked at his Highway 
Code since he passed his test, and thinks that he, 
or she, is the perfect driver.’

The play revolves around a comical exchange 
between the driver, Jack Dawson, and his 
mother-in-law, Davina.

The cast of the road safety play Urban Roadeo.

SCOTTISH Water is warning customers in 
Oban and Lorn to be wary of bogus callers.

Vulnerable and elderly customers in particular 
are being asked to remember a series of simple 
steps that could help prevent fraud.

A spokesman from the water provider said: 
‘When householders receive a cold call from 
anyone claiming to be from Scottish Water, 
or another utility, they should not under any 

checking the callers ID card or letter – this 
should be passed through the letter box for 

‘Householders should follow our Three Cs 
rule: Card, Check and Call.

‘Once you have looked at the card and checked 

genuine, call us on our helpline on 0845 601 8855.

Recognise

Miss Oban Mod 2009, Laura McCuish, and Councillor Duncan MacIntyre unveil the plaque to commemorate the 
town’s hosting of the Royal National Mod in the Year of Homecoming. 07_t43mod39

Homecoming Mòd marked with plaque

AND

PRESENTS

*Cannot be used in conjunction with any other discounts. 
Does not apply to tickets already purchased and is subject to availability.

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Now is the time 
to book your special 

Christmas Lunch or Dinner
Overlooking the harbour 

 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

Service

willThe Oban 
Times
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The Oban Times
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Ago Thursday October 26, 1989

Those Were The Days

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

No date for Oban’s 
‘cert’ hospital 
OBAN hospital is now ‘a cert’, according 
to Argyll and Clyde Health Board, but 
the ground for the hospital is still not in 
public ownership and there is no starting 
date for the work. 

The health board has stated that the 

The ground earmarked at Glenshellach 
is to be bought by the Scottish 

Church sell-off meets 
growing opposition
A PLAN to sell off the furnishings in 
a historic Islay church has triggered 
an unexpected row within the local 
community. 

Built around 1830, Kilchoman Parish 
Church was superceded in 1955 by St 
Kiaran’s Church at Port Charlotte as the 
main centre of worship in that part of 
Islay. With the roof now in a parlous 
condition and many of the windows 

broken, the congregational board 

interior furnishings, including the pews 
and the pulpit, which were thought to 

accepted.
But because Kilchoman Church is a 

listed building and a scheduled ancient 
monument, the congregational board 

of the planning authority before the 

were due to hear the application at a 
meeting on Wednesday. It was publicly-

result has been an unexpectedly resolute 

Law changes on ferry 
food
NEW LAWS could mean that help is 
at hand for Tiree and Coll families who 

food in their island shops for fear of food 
poisoning.

MacBrayne (CalMac) has refused to 

is shipped out to the islands it defrosts 
on the way – particularly in summer or 
when crossings are delayed. 

which has been defrosted and then 

temperature bands for transporting 
different types of food. CalMac intends 
to buy insulated containers – similar to 
large ‘coolbags’ used by shoppers – to 

Community decides to 
fight over Fort plot
AN AMBITIOUS community council is 

a Highland town’s prime site. 
Fort William Community Council 

Council, that its plan is better than those 
to be lodged by big name concerns. 

AN ENTIRE community turned out to 
celebrate the career of their doctor at a 
retirement concert in Appin Village Hall.

Appin, Lismore and the surrounding area 
for 29 years, was the guest of honour at the 

Roderick Campbell, who handled the role 
expertly and, after the introductions, handed 

Gregor MacCormack on the accordion.
Strath of Appin Primary School Choir 

delighted the audience with a selection of 
well-known songs, which were altered to 
make reference to their doctor.

Other performers included: Moira 

Crystal, Highland dancers Eilidh MacKay 

and Jennifer Henderson and a hilarious 
play by the Comical Carers drama group, in 
which Stuart MacCorquodale posed as Dr 
McNicol. The play was narrated by Grace 
MacLeod.

Margaret Black spoke about Dr McNicol’s 
work in establishing medical care for 

presentation from Mary MacDonald.
There were also speeches from Councillor 

Elaine Robertson and friend Robbie 
Dunlop.

Iain’s wife, Winnie, spoke about her 
husband’s career with no shortage of 
humorous anecdotes.

made a presentation of gifts to Dr McNicol 
and young Rosie Sinclair presented a 
bouquet to Mrs McNicol.

Strath of Appin Primary School pupils sang at the concert for Dr McNicol.             
08_t42iain01

Johnnie MacCorquodale presents Dr Iain McNicol with gifts from the community. 
08_t42iain02

THE FIRST meeting of the Lochawe branch 
of the Scottish Women’s Rural Institute 
2009/2010 session took place on Wednesday 
October 7.

President Mrs Christine MacDougall 

interesting demonstration on aromatherapy 
oils and lotions.

gel, shampoo, conditioner or lotion to 

of their choice. The resulting aromas 
were wonderful – not two the same.  Mrs 

judged by Mrs Petre: J Rankin - Gold, T 

– Red.

Mrs S MacAleer, Mrs C MacDougall and 

the Lochawe Institute will take place on 

Hall at 7.30pm. Visitors welcome.

Community celebrates 
doctor’s long career

homes thanks to a community project by Killin 

Trust.

Supported by a Climate Change Fund grant, 

Action Killin, Strathclyde and Central 

all local houses and businesses who wish 
to participate to assess their energy use and 

exercise will lead to monetary as well as 

wall insulation where applicable under 
the existing grant system and generous 

do not qualify for free installation. Free 

also on offer.
Killin Primary School has been taking 

part by spending time talking about carbon 
emission issues and has been using a 

to familiarise them with the principles of 

exercise.
Killin primary pupils use an Energy Agency game to 

learn the principles of energy saving.

Project aims to save energy in Killin homes

Around the Rurals: Lochawe SWRI

Kyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

Community
council
PLOCKTON and District 
Community Council met 
recently in Plockton Hall.

Among the items discussed 
were:
Housing: The meeting agreed 
that the address for the new 
houses presently being built 
should be 1 to 24 Burnside.
Roads
Campbell agreed to try 
and get some work done 
on Station Road which is 
unadopted. Harbour Street 
and the airstrip road also need 
attention.
Causeway: The community 
council is still waiting for the 
contractor to do this repair.

: No money 

Highland Council but thanks 
to donations Lynette Metcalfe 
had done a good job in the 

Closure of village toilets: It 
was hoped the toilets would 
be repaired soon.
Seating at Plockton Railway 
Station: The lack of a seat for 
waiting passengers would be 
highlighted to Scotrail.
New seat: Rod MacLeod 
had presented a seat to the 

Jane and it is now in place on 

Skye.
Village play area: The lack 

main reason for no play area 
in Plockton.
Green shed at Rhu: Plockton 
Harbour Association would 
be asked to tidy up this area 

trailors.
New charges for sport at 
Plockton High School:
The community council 
considered the new charges 
to be exorbitant and are 

concern regards the future 
of local clubs using these 
facilities.
Disposal of cardboard 
boxes
difficulty in disposing of 
boxes.

Skye and 
Lochalsh
Sports Council 
A MEETING of Skye and 
Lochalsh Sports Council 
was held recently at Tigh na 
Sgire, Portree. 

were awarded to: Skye 
Camanachd Juniors; 
Kinlochshiel Shinty Club; 
Kyle Youth Cafe and Skye 
Dolphins Swimming Club.

The meeting also decided 
to write to Ian Jackson, 

Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
protesting at the new charges 
for school halls and pitches 
saying it could lead to the 
closure of many clubs in 
Skye and Lochalsh. 

Councillor Drew Miller 
said nothing can be done as a 

climate.

The next meeting of the 
sports council is in Kyleakin 
on December 7. 

Plockton
weather
DURING September, 
Plockton had 5¼ inches of 
rain compared with 7¾ in 
2008.

The warmest day was 19°C 
and the coldest was 5°C. 

Outdoor bowls
AT THE outdoor rink at 

singles which has been held 
throughout the summer was 

Gaelic
weekend
TEN STUDENTS and their 
teacher, Anne Paterson, 

tutored in Gaelic and to spend 
the weekend on an island 
where the Gaelic culture is 

On the Saturday morning 
they were tutored by 
Margaret MacDonald and 
Paddy MacNicol and in 

in the community bus with 
Duncan Black as their guide. 
A ceilidh dance in the public 
hall, chaired by Duncan 

the day with music from Ian 

on pipes, choir singing from 

from Katie Crossant, Mary 
MacDougall, and Duncan 

from young performers 
singers Kirsty Wright and 
Sophie King and Shona 
Wright playing the guitar. 
Dancing was to Balaich Lios 
Mor.

Book Fair
ONCE again during the 
darkening days of winter 
the Comann Eachdriadh is 
organising a book fair in 
the museum from Monday 

as well as a second hand 

Waterstones for some early 
Christmas shopping. All 
contributions to the second 
hand book stall would be 
welcome. For details look 
on the Lismore website 

or
phone the museum on 01631 
760030.

Rallion
AT A RECENT gig in the 
hall it was easy to see why 
Rallion are considered one 
of the most accomplished 
contemporary folk groups in 
Scotland.

Their sound is clean and 
dynamic and ranges from 

These four multi instrumental 
performers played together 
so well,  with such sharp 
rhythms and  tuning, they 
were consistently thrilling. 

They also generated a 
great deal of sound  helped 

played recently and resulted 
in Roddie MacKerlich, Kyle, 
being the singles champion 

Kenny MacPherson from 
Kyleakin 11-7.

Whist
THE FIRST
for many years was held 
in Plockton Hall on Friday 
October 2.

Cardmaster was Keith 

was raised for Kinlochshiel 
Shinty Club. Another whist 

Achmore Hall on Friday 
October 9, also in aid of the 
shinty club.

Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

by Lismore hall’s quite new 
music system operated, 

Garret. The group come 
from Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
and Perthshire and feature 

Cuthill and Andrew Lyons, 

of Marieke McBean who 
also plays guitar and bodhran 

opportunity to hear such top 

island was stimulating and 
enjoyable. They also told 
some great stories.  Catch 
them somewhere if you can.

Islay
Your correspondent 
is: Susan Campbell 
01496 850215

Mod success
ABOUT 100 Islay competitors 
took part in this year ’s 
National Mòd in Oban.  

Islay youngsters had 
outstanding successes, with 
Port Ellen Primary School 

primary placed second in 
the Choral Puirt-a-beul for 
Learners Under 13, amongst 

children were medal winners 
in solo competitions. Coisir 
Og Ghaidhlig Ile, Islay’s 
new youth choir conducted 
by Arlene MacKerrell, was 
placed second in Choral 
Unison Learners under 19 

performances.
Islay’s senior choir, Còisir 

Ghàidhlig Ìle, had the young 
Illich’s successes to measure 
up to when it competed in 
the Rural Choirs Puirt-a-
beul, Rural Choirs Mixed 

Thursday October 15, and 
the men’s choir competition 
on Friday October16.

The choir’s Puirt-a-beul 
results scored in the middle 
range of the group, then in the 
afternoon Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle competed in the Rural 
Mixed Choir competition, 

held before a capacity crowd 
of 400 in Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure Centre. The choir 

Chailin Dileas Donn, then 
its own choice, the rousing 
Islay song Birlinn Cholla 
Chiotaich, written by Islay 
Bard Duncan Johnstone 
and arranged specially for 
the Islay choir this year by 
noted Glasgow Gaelic choir 
conductor Kenny Thomson.   

The choir was elated at 

Rural Choirs, and was 
presented with the Sheriff 
MacMaster Campbell 
Memorial Quaich and the 
Selma Shield for highest 
marks in Gaelic, then 
enjoyed performing in the 

Choirs concert and later at 

ceilidh. Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle also won the Hugh 
MacCowan Trophy for the 

Argyll choir gaining highest 

in senior choral National 
Mòd competitions. 

Enormous thanks from 
all Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle 
members to choir conductor 
Iseabail Mactaggart and to 
Robert Forrest of Bowmore, 
the choir’s enthusiastic and 
patient Gaelic tutor and to 
Dorothy Dennis who helps 
at practices.

The ceol agus craic 
throughout the choir’s whole 
trip to the National Mòd in 
Oban was legendary, and a 
Post-Mod ceilidh in Islay is 

performances of the island’s 
competitors.

Donations
ROYAL Arch Chapter, Islay 

sold its premises in Bow-
more, donated some of the 
proceeds to Islay charities.

for Islay Hospital, and 

were presented by George 
Jamieson of Royal Arch. The 

to Islay Pipe Band.

Pipe band
ISLAY Pipe band’s tutors are 
again teaching on Thursday 

Columba Centre, Ionad Cha-
luim Chille Ìle, Bowmore.

Anyone interested in 
learning the pipes or drums 
can go along.

If anyone has tried the 
chanter and found it’s not 
for them, please return the 
instrument and book as soon 
as possible so that others can 
use them.

The band had a great time 

September, holding piping 
and drumming workshops 
with help from snare drum 

The band played on Saturday 
morning and afternoon, then 
members enjoyed a ceilidh 
in Jura Hotel and dancing in 

Gardening club
ISLAY and Jura Gardening 
Club held its annual show on 
September 12 in Bowmore 
Hall.

Entries were good, with 
James Stewart’s outstanding 

one of the highlights of this 
year’s display.

While the domestic section 
was down in numbers of 
exhibits, the home-made 
wine shown was reported by 

The children’s section was 
well supported and some 

produce in the open classes. 
Port Charlotte Primary 
School won a special 

Mactaggart was successful 
with his mini-garden and 

her leeks.  The gardening 
club’s next meeting is on 
Friday October 30 at 7.30pm 

Jamieson Street, Bowmore. 
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THIS week saw the biggest 
stitch-up ever seen on 
the west coast as Skye 
Bridge was covered by 
a giant knitted banner to 
celebrate Scotland’s Year of 
Homecoming.

Kyleakin Village Hall 
saw people from all over 
the world gather to piece 
together the quarter-mile 
long knitted banner.

Participants in the Stitches 
on the Bridge project were 
invited to knit or crochet 
individual items including 
large panels, scarves and 
smaller rectangles. 

These were sent to Skye 
from all over the world and 
joined together by a team of 
volunteers on Saturday.

The project was organised 
by Luib na Luban, a local 
textile arts group on Skye.

The pieces were then 
mounted on the ramparts 
of the bridge creating a 
colourful display of knitted 
links with the world. All 
the items were removed on 
Monday and will eventually 

ROY BRIDGE enjoyed an 
afternoon and evening of history 
and song on the bardic tradition, 
songs and folklore of Brae 
Lochaber on Saturday.

The festival, set up by the 
village Gaelic nursery Sgoil-
àraich Bhràigh Loch Abair, saw 

MacFarlane and Glenuig piper, 
singer and academic Allan 
MacDonald entertain an audience 
in Taigh na Sgoile at the primary 
school on local bards, their work 
and the geneaeological links 
between them.

Both also performed at the 
evening concert in the village 
hall, joined by Margaret Ford of 
Acharacle, Ingrid Henderson and 

Ronnie Campbell of Bohuntine, 
who regaled the audience with 
tales of local folklore.

One highlight was the debut on 
stage of the Braigh Lochabair 
Bards Song Group, who ‘brought 
home’ a milling song composed 
in Cape Breton by Ailean 
MacDonald of Glenroy after his 
emigration to Canada.

Co-organiser Catherine 
Mackinnon was delighted long-
forgotten Gaelic songs and tales 
were being unearthed.

‘Hopefully this will lead to more 
in depth research into what’s 
available to us,’ she told The
Oban Times. ‘Everyone enjoyed 
themselves and were very 
impressed with what they heard.’

Meeting
the needs 
of school 
leavers
A FAIR is being held 
in Lochaber to promote 
services available to young 
people with additional 
support needs when they 
leave school. 

The event, which takes 
place at the Nevis Hotel, 
Fort William, on November 
12, will see representatives 
attend from more than 30 
organisations including 
Crossroads, the Shirlie 
Project, Lochaber Hope, 
Lochaber Action on 
Disability, Eden Court 
Theatre, the National 
Autistic Society and Enable 
Scotland.

Marea Foulis, transition 
co-ordinator with Highland 
Council, said: ‘Over the past 
two years Drummond School 
in Inverness has hosted a fair 
which highlights to everyone 

it is to bring together young 
people, their families, local 
groups and agencies. 

‘We chose to host the fair 
in Lochaber to afford an 
ideal chance for anyone with 
any questions to speak face 
to face with people who can 
help and provide answers.’

The fair starts at 11am and 
will run until 4pm. Everyone 
welcome.

A SHERIFF has called for extra 
safety measures on a level crossing 
in Corpach after hearing a case of 
careless driving where a van collided 
with a passenger train.

Sheriff Douglas Small heard that 
several factors contributed to the 
accident involving Peter Donald, a 
retired van driver from Banavie.

Donald, aged 66, of 2 Locheil 
Crescent, escaped unhurt when he 
drove his van over a level crossing 
at Corpach near Fort William and 
collided with an oncoming train.

Donald admitted driving without 
due care and attention at the Corpach 
level crossing on October 17 last 
year but said he had responded to 
a signal from another motorist who 
waved him out from a side road onto 
the crossing, which he assumed was 

clear. The sheriff heard that motorists 
approaching the crossing from a 
single track road running parallel 
to the railway line are not able to 

warning of oncoming trains.
Sheriff Small said: ‘Hopefully 

these matters will be attended to 
now this case has come to court. The 
fact that the lights are not set for the 
side road is perhaps something that 
the railway authorities might want to 
consider in light of this accident.’

Procurator Fiscal Fiona Murray 
told Fort William Sheriff Court that 
the driver of the 10.10 Mallaig to 
Crianlarich train was approaching 
the crossing at around 11.15am 
and received the signal to proceed.
The train driver told police that he 
had noticed a white van on a single 

track road running parallel to the 
train track. Presuming the car driver 
would see the warning lights the 
train driver carried on but then heard 
a loud bang.

The white van reared up in front 
of him and disappeared to the right 
hand side.

When the driver went to the van to 
see if anyone was injured he saw Mr 
Donald was already out of the van 
and that he was not injured. 

Defence agent Stephen Kennedy 
said: ‘There are several factors here. 
As he was approaching from the 
single track side road he did not see 
the train, which was coming from 
behind him. 

‘As you approach the junction 
three roads converge. The main road 
and a rough track both have warning 

lights facing them but there are no 
corresponding lights for the single 
track road. This accident would 
never have occurred had those lights 
been in place. He saw the other 
driver waving him out and was 
unaware of the approaching train at 
that point. It was a combination of 
factors which led him to believe it 
was safe to cross.’ 

Fining Donald £315 and placing 

licence, Sheriff Small said: ‘The 
circumstances of this accident are 
unusual and very unfortunate. 

the road you emerged from but the 
most important factor is that having 
been signalled out you chose to obey 
that signal without making sure it 
was safe to get over the crossing.’

Friends, colleagues and family of Inverlochy ‘sparky’ Eddie Pryce joined 
him at Fort William Shinty Club on Friday night for a social evening 

to celebrate his retiral after 34 years as a Highland Council electrician. 
Eddie, fourth left, and his wife Sandra were presented with gifts and 

council friends and workmates.

Rail safety call for 
Corpach crossing

10_f44tearlach01

be sold to raise money for 
charity.

A spokesperson for the 
group said: ‘The place was 
positively teeming with 
people, many more than we 
expected.

‘The pieces on the bridge 
were spectacular on Saturday, 
all billowed out in the wind, 
straining at their moorings.

‘It’s all very satisfying and 

the huge amount of interest 
shown locally.

‘An enormous vote of 
thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped put the pieces 
on the bridge yesterday and 
who staffed the cafe this 
afternoon and the door this 
evening.’

Knitting is already popular 
on the internet with several 
dedicated sites and this 
project brought many 
online knitting communities 
together.

Pieces for the project were 
sent from China, Australia, 
the United States and 
Europe.

Stitch-up on        
Skye Bridge

Inverlochy ‘sparky’ celebrates 
retirement after 34 years

Roy Bridge revives 
songs and folklore of 
Brae Lochaber

FORT William designer Judy 
Clark has been nominated 
for designer of the year 
at Saturday’s Scottish 
Style Awards in the Old 
Fruitmarket in Glasgow. 

Edinburgh-based Judy, aged 
25, has been showcasing her 
work internationally in New 
York at Dressed to Kilt, 
Sachs on Fifth Avenue and 
also in Japan at exclusive 
catwalk events this year. 

After working with 
Alexander McQueen, she 
quickly developed her own 
style, trademarked by classic 
traditional yet elegantly 
modern looks and cutting-
edge use of Harris Tweed.

On Saturday Judith R Clark 
will showcase a six-piece 
designer collection titled 
‘Frock-Coats and High Hats’ 
which will feature tweed 
panels embroidered with the 
Gaelic language, bustles and 
layers of lace. 

Judy said: ‘I am looking 
forward to showcasing 
the bespoke ranges at this 
exclusive evening.’

ORANGE Juice legend Edwyn Collins says he loves the 
audience in Fort William and says the town’s Fired Art café 
is the best venue he’s played on his current Scottish tour.

The Edinburgh born singer-songwriter, a former member 
of ’80s pop act Orange Juice, spoke after playing at the 
Lochaber venue on Saturday night.

Julie Green of Fired Art said: ‘Thank you to everyone for 

the scenes for making it such a fabulous night.’

Fort designer 
in line
for top award

Edwyn says Fort audience is best

MP calls for 
action on 
fuel poverty
LOCHABER’S MP has 
called for more action 
on fuel poverty in the 
Highlands after conducting 
his own survey.

Mr Kennedy surveyed 
30,000 homes in the 
rural Highlands and 
found that more than 
half of households spend 
more than 10 per cent of 
their income on heating, 
meeting the government 

One household in 

more than 20 per cent of 
annual income keeping 
warm. Mr Kennedy said: 
‘The government should 
engage with oil suppliers 
to guarantee short-term 
continuity of supply for 
households in acute fuel 
poverty. In the longer term, 

and renewable heating 
support to start working 
for rural communities. The 
current schemes are 
solving the easiest cases 
rather than tackling the 
most severe.’

CUSTOMER service points for Argyll 
and Bute Council are expanding to 
include services other than council tax 

As a result of a successful pilot run 
in Bute and Cowal, people’s inquiries 
will be dealt with through one point of 
contact, either face to face at council 

number from the end of last month.
Services which can be contacted by 

phone will include roads and lighting, 

special uplifts, dog fouling and dog 
control, bin purchase, pest control, and 

Council Leader Dick Walsh said: 
‘As a council, we deal with thousands 

of calls every day - and through the 
service points we are aiming to offer 

and to ensure that people do not feel 
they are being passed from pillar to 
post.

‘There are plans for further 
improvements to customer services 
when the service point facility goes
live as a 24-hour self service option 
through the council website and we 
will be able to offer customers a wider 
choice of how they contact us.’

Walk-in customer service points 
can be found in Oban, Tobermory on 
Mull, Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, 
Bowmore on Islay, Crossapol on Tiree, 
Helensburgh, Rothesay and Dunoon.

Argyll expands customer service

A KINLOCHLEVEN sub-
postmaster has criticised a 
Highlands MSP for going 
to the press after he sought 
his support over a possible 
transfer of his business.

Andrew Baxter wants 
to move to the former 
Aluminium Story building 
in the village, but to do that 

functions over, including an 
ATM machine.

According to local 
sources, that transfer could 
cost between £10,000 and 
£20,000 and Mr Baxter wrote 
to local politicians aking for 
their help in the matter.

On Tuesday The Oban 
Times received a statement 
from Highlands and Islands 
regional Labour MSP Peter 
Peacock ‘urging all sides to 
resolve issues surrounding the 
re-location of Kinlochleven 

But Mr Baxter told The

MSP in Kinloch 
Post Office row

Oban Times: ‘I wrote to Mr 
Peacock in a private capacity 
as I have done to my MP and 
all my MSPs asking if they 
can put pressure on Post 

‘I would assume that any 
MSP knows that a letter from 
a constituent is private unless 
they have spoken to that 
constituent. I am somewhat 
p***ed off that this has been 
publicised.’

spokesperson said: ‘Post 

with the subpostmaster with 
his proposed relocation 
of Kinlochleven Post

issues around moving 
the ATM which Post 

resolve with our partners at 
the moment.’

Mr Peacock was not 
available for comment at the 
time of going to press.
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Beachd Ailein

Dh’ fhaodadh Uibhist a 
bhith a-measg nam beagan 
àiteachan ann am Breatann 
as am bi innealachd mion-
shnìomhaidh.

Tha croitearan is 
luchd ealain ionadail air 
sgrùdadh a chur air dòigh 
gus coimhead air ionad 
snìomhaidh a stèidheachadh 
a chleachdadh sgilean 
snìomh a tha feadh na sgìre. 

Tha ‘The Wool 
Development Group 
(WDG)’ an dòchas gun 
cuireadh leithid de dh’ ionad 
stad air uimhir a chlòimh 

a bhith dol a dholaidh air 
sgàth laigse margaid na 
clòimheach.

Thuirt labhraiche WDG 
Màiri Norton, 5 Ceann 
Àirigh, Griomasaigh, 
‘Fichead bliadhna air ais 
bha gach rùsg caorach a’ 
cosnadh £3 dhan chroitear 
an coimeas ris an 60sg a th’ 
againn air an son an-diugh. 

‘An-dràsta tha e cosg 
eadar 80sg agus £1 gach 
caora a’ rùsgadh, agus gun 
luach sam bith as a’ chlòimh 
tha an rùsgadh na thrioblaid 
seach buannachd.

‘Dh’ obraicheadh an t-
ionad snìomhaidh gus 
luach a chur air ais anns a’ 
chlòimh.

Chuireadh e clòimh 
ionadail tro dhòighean 
snìomh sònraichte gus 
iarrtasan bhuidhnean eile a 
riarachadh agus margaidean 
snàth àraid a shàsachadh. 
Bhiodh e cuideachd a’ 
margaideachd thàlantan is 
bathair gu nàiseanta agus 
eadar-nàiseanta agus a’ cur 
ri dualchas obair clòimhe 
nan Eilean Siar.’ 

Tha a’ bhuidheann air 

Louise Butler, eòlaiche 
ceàird Albannaich a tha 
stèidhichte as na Crìochan, 
an sgrùdadh a dhèanamh 
dhaibh.

Thuirt Ms Butler gum 
bheil i ‘dòchasach’ mu 
fhreagarrachd an t-
snìomhaireachd.

Thuirt i: ‘Tha e cho ceàrr ’s 
a ghabhas nach eil margaid 
ann dhan chlòimh seo is 
buaidh aice air gnìomhachas 
croitearachd air fad. 

‘Tha còir gum biodh 
cothroman ann dhi fhèin agus 
dha bathar co-cheangailte 

eile leithid todhar agus 
dòighean teasachaidh. Chan 
eil an t-uamhas àiteachan 
mion-shnìomhaidh ann am 
Breatann ach tha iad gu 
math soirbheachail as na 
Stàitean Aonaichte. 

‘Dh’ fhaodamaid 
ionnsachadh bho àiteachan 
leithid Green Mountain ann 
am Vermont a tha air a bhith 
a’ dol fad 25 bliadhna. 

‘Chì mi margaid 
shònraichte air son clòimh 
Uibhist ach ’s e mo bheachd 
pearsanta a tha sin an-
dràsta.’  

Tha an taigh-bìdh ‘The Water’s Edge’ aig Taigh-
Òsta Thobar Mhoire anns a’ chuairt dheireannaich 
airson duais Taigh-bìdh na Bliadhna airson Blas 
na Gàidhealtachd’s nan Eilean. 

Tha seo a’ toirt aithne air sgilean a’ chòcaire 
Helen Swinbanks am measg sàr chòcairean 
Alba, agus cuideachd rùn an luchd seilbhe Iain 

agus Andi Stevens bathar Mhuileach a-mhàin a 
chleachdadh.  Thuirt Andi Steven: ‘Tha am biadh 
againn gu lèir; iasg is maorach; feòil mairt, uain 
agus muice: càis; aran;  briosgaidean; lusan agus 
glasraich; ar luchd-obrach agus an ealain a tha 
sinn a’ nochdadh uile a’ tighinn à Muile. Fad naoi 
bliadhna a-nise tha mi fhìn agus Iain, le taic bhon 

chòcaire ealanta òg ionadail Helen Swinbanks, 
air bathar Muileach a thaisbeanadh a dh’ aon 
ghnothach. Gheibh sinn giomaich aig sia feasgar 
agus bidh iad air truinnsear aig a seachd!’.

 Thèid an t-ionad a ghleidheas an duais 
ainmeachadh aig dìnnear leis a’ chòcaire ainmeil 
Albert Roux.

Chaidh mac na braich as 
sine a rinneadh riamh ann an 
taigh-staile Bhogh Mòr air 
a’ mhargaidh aig prìs £3,000 
am botal. 

Aig ceathrad ’s a ceithir 
bliadhna, tha an t-uisge 
beatha Bowmore Gold, a’ 
leantainn  air an dà uisge-
beatha shònraichte White 
and Black, agus chan eil ach 
701 botal gan cur ma sgaoil. 

Tha gach fear dhiubh 
ann am bogsa leamhain le 
àireamh sònraichte. 

‘Tha mi cho moiteil am 
pàirt mu dheireadh den trian 
speisealta seo a nochdadh’ ars 
Eddie McAffer, Manaidsear 
Staile Bhogha Mhòir. 

‘Tha gach botal a thig a seo 
air a dheasachadh le làn aire, 
ach tha Bowmore Gold àraid 
buileach, a’ gabhail a-staigh 
gach nì a tha sònraichte mu 
mhac na braiche, agus bho 
bhliadhna anns an deach 
Taigh-staile a’ Bhogha Mhòir 
gu obair aig ìre ùr.’

Tha Uisge na h-Alba air 
crìoch a chur air pròiseact 
luach £280,000 a’ leasachadh 
seirbheis ghoireasan uisge 
Lèanaich.

Tha obair mhòr air tachairt 
aig a’ chlachan seo faisg air 
Srath Chura bho Shamhainn 
an uiridh. Thog Uisge na 
h-Alba stèisean pumpaidh 
ùr a bheir uisge bho ionad 
tasgaidh uisge Shrath Chura 
gu taighean ann an Lèanach. 

Thuirt Derek MacCullaich, 
manaidsear na pròiseict: 
‘Tha sinn airson taing a 
thoirt do dhaoine san sgìre 
airson an co-obrachaidh fhad 
’s a mhair a’ phròiseact seo. 
Bha againn ri rathad B8000 
a dhùnadh gus ceangal a 
dhèanamh dhan stèisean ùr 
ann an Lèanach, agus ged a 
thug seo buaidh air daoine 
tha sinn an dòchas gum faic 
muinntir an àite buannachdan 
leantainneach an cois na h-
obrach a-nise.’ 

Dh’ iarr BPA na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean Seumas 
MacGriogair air daoine as an sgìre aige deisealachadh 
airson a’ ghluasaid gu telebhisean diodsaideach, an dèidh 
coinneachadh le iar-mhanaidsear nàiseanta STV North Iain 
MacNèill.

Aig a’ choinneimh bha iad a’ coimhead gu h-àraidh air a’ 
bhuaidh a bhios aig seo, agus a thachras an ath bhliadhna, 
air daoine ann an sgìrean iomallach. 

Gluaisidh luchd-amhairc ann an sgìre STV North air an 
5mh An Cèitean 2010, le feadhainn ann an STV Central, 
muinntir Earra-Ghàidheil nam measg, a’ gluasad air 27mh 
An Dàmhair an ath bhliadhna. 

uile duine san sgìre agam mun ghnothach seo gus an urrainn 
dhaibh deasachadh air a shon gu ceart.’

Thèid postair tearc a nochd LNER & LMS ann an 1939, is a 
tha a’ sealltainn taobh siar na Gàidhealtachd as na tritheadan 
a reic aig taisbeanadh ann an Lunnainn. 

Stalcaire agus Mòintich na h-Apainne,  ga thabhann  aig 
prìs £1,295. 

Thuirt an t-eòlaiche ealain Daisy Hawker, a tha cuideachd 
a’ cur air dòigh an taisbeanaidh: ‘Tha ùidh mhòr air a bhith 
aig daoine san taisbeanadh.

‘Tha na dealbhan uile gu math tearc - gu h-àraidh am fear 
seo.

sheirbheisean thrèanaichean, phlèanaichean, agus cuideachd 
siubhal fànais.’

Tha eòlaiche nàdair air fàilte 
a chur air an naidheachd 
mun uiread de dh’ iolairean-
mara a bha air am breith 
am bliadhna le bhith ag 
ràdh gum bheil prìomh àite 
fhathast ann as nach eil iad 
rim fhaotainn. 

Tha Iain Love, a bhuineas 
dha Inbhir Nis, den bheachd 
nach do thill iolairean-mara 
gu ruig’ Hiort as dèidh dha 
eileanaich an cur à bith còrr 
air 200 bliadhna air ais. 

Tha 92 càraid de na h-
iolairean ann an Alba, le 20 
dhiubh sna h-Eileanan an 
Iar, agus rugadh 36 isean 

am bliadhna. Mar is trice, 
cha bhi na h-àireamhan nas 
motha na 30. 

Thuirt Mgr Love: ‘Tha 
iolairean-mara nan eòin 
chudromach a tha a dhìth air 
Hiort fhathast ach as dèidh 
leudachadh breith mhòr 
am bliadhna, ’s dòcha gun 
gluais iad gu dachaighean 
ùra a lorg. Dh’ fheumadh 
dithis a dhol ann, ’s dòcha a’ 
leantainn eòin-mhara eile, is 
àite freagarrach a lorg.’

Tha ceangal làidir aig Mgr 
Love, 63, à  Snìseabhal, ri 

Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba 

ann an Uibhist, Barraigh 
agus Hiort bho 1979 gus an 
do leig e dheth a dhreuchd 
ann an 2006.

Cuideachd, thuirt e gun 
do chuir e fàilte air brath 
gum fuirich am MOD air an 
eilean. ‘Nan robh Hiort air 
fhàgail leis fhèin chan eil 
fhios againn dè thachradh. 

‘Tha seòladairean air 
eileanan a sgrios roimhe, 
agus chan urrainn dhomh 
cus molaidh a thoirt dhan 
taic agus co-obrachadh a 
thug an MOD dha luchd-
rannsachaidh.’ Dh’ fhoillsich 
Mgr Love leabhar o chionn 

ghoirid ‘A Natural History of 
St Kilda’ a tha a’ nochdadh 
a mhion-eòlais fhèin air 
an eilean, agus cuideachd 
beachdan eòlaichean eile a 
tha air tadhal ann thairis air 
300 bliadhna. 

Tha e a-nis a’ cur seachad 
trì mìosan sa bhliadhna 
mar eòlaiche-nàdair air 
bàtaichean turais, gu h-
àraidh ann an Alba ’s 
Nirribhidh. Am bliadhna 
thug e sia buidhnean air 
tursan gu ruige Hiort, rud a 
mhìnich e mar ‘obair-lann 
eireachdail a-muigh – mar 
Galapagos Bhreatainn!’.

Taigh-Òsta air clàr nan duaisean!

Beachd air snìomhaireachd a 
stèidheachadh ann an Uibhist

Iolairean-mara a’ tilleadh gu ruig’ Hiort? 
Iain Love à  Snìseabhal

Mac na 
Braiche as 
sine bho 
Bhogha Mòr

A’ deasachadh airson 
telebhisein diodsaideach

Pròiseact
uisge Shrath 
Chura
deiseal

Postair ‘Nas luaithe le 
Rèile’ ga reic

Chaidh an dùthaich againn gu cogaidhean fuilteach a 
dhìon a cuid saorsa agus chaill mòran againn sliochd ri 
linn sin. Tha an t-saorsa bheachd is comas-labhairt a th’ 
againn cho prìseil, ach aig an aon àm tha sin cuideachd 
a’ ciallachadh co-ionnanachd cothroim dha feadhainn 
leis nach urrainn dhuinn gu siorraidh aontachadh. 
Chan e trioblaid a tha sin leis nach tèid againn air 
dèiligeadh; ’s e saoghal annasach da-rìribh a bhiodh 
ann mura biodh tomhas mòr de chaochladh bheachd 
am measg an t-sluaigh, gu h-àraid mu phoileataigs.

Carson ma tha nach fhacas e tighinn gum feumamaid 
uaireigin cothrom a thoirt dha na beachdan oillteil 

Cuimhnich nach b’ e seo a’ chiad turas nar eachdraidh 
as an do dh’ fhàs taic na fìor làimhe deise de 
phoileataigs Bhreatainn, agus ge b’ e dè cho gràineil 
’s a tha feallsanachd nan daoine sin tha an aon chòir 
aca air èisteachd nuair a tha dearbhadh ann gum bheil 
cuibhreann mhòr den t-sluagh a’ cur taic riutha.

Ach ’s ann a tha an fhìor chùis eagail gum bheil 
duine idir ann an dùthaich a tha a’ cur uimhir  de luach 
air saorsa, deònach taic a chur ri partaidh a tha ag 
àicheadh sin dha cuid den t-sluagh.  ’S e nàrachadh 
nàiseanta a th’ ann, agus dìteadh mòr air an t-siostam 
fòghlaim againn gum biodh uimhir dhen t-sluagh le 

an taobh a tha leithid seo de phoileataigs. Chan eil e 
gu diofar co-dhiù tha thu creidsinn ann an eachdraidh 
mac-an-duine a-rèir teagaisg a’ Bhìobaill agus sliochd 
Àdhaimh, neo a’ gabhail ri feallsanachd saidheansail 
Darwin, tha sinn uile air tighinn bhon aon fhreumh 
agus tha sinn mar sin co-ionnan.  ’S e bhochdainn 
a th’ann gum bheil duilgheadasan mòr eile a tha 
da-rìribh nan trioblaid agus nan dragh dha daoine, 
leithid dìth cosnaidh, gan cleachdadh gu mì-rùnach 
agus gu mì-onarach gus taic an t-sluaigh aomadh gu 
poileataigs gràin-cinnidh agus tha uallach oirnn uile 
spàirn a dhèanamh gus cur às dhan a sin.

Ma bha riamh adhbhar air am bu chòir dha luchd 
poileataigs eile tighinn còmhla seo e, agus tha 
dleastanas aca na h-òraidichean as treasa agus as sgiolta 
a chur an sàs mar fuar-lit gus an lot an-iochdmhor seo 
air an dùthaich a leigeil agus a leigheas gu tur! 

Whether one believes in the Biblical origin of man 
or in the Darwinian theory of evolution, we were all 
created equal. It is a frightening condemnation of our 
education system that so many citizens of our precious 
democracy should feel it right to deny freedom to 
others.  The politics of the far-right is not new to 
Britain; what is profoundly depressing is that it should 
be attracting new support now. 

Here is an issue on which other parties should now 
unite!

Let the sharpest minds and debaters remove the 
shameful cancer of political racism from this country 
once and for all!

Chruinnich tidsearan 
Gàidhlig bho air feadh Alba 
san Stirling Management 
Centre airson ‘An t-Alltan’ 
2009 co-labhairt Stòrlann 
Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig, gus 
an obair phroifeiseanta 
aca a leasachadh tro 
sheiminearan le cuspair co-
cheangailte ri cànan agus 
an curraicealaim airson sàr-
mhathais, air a lìbhrigeadh 
tro dhòighean practaigeach 
agus beachdachail. 

Bha cothrom aig tidsearan 
cuideachd air prìomh 
òraidean bho na tha a’ 
tachairt tro mheadhan na 
Cuimris agus na Gaeilge 
cho math ri bhith a’ toirt 
beachd air goireasan agus 
leasachadh ghoireasan ùra. 

Thòisich a’ chòmhdhail le 
bhith a’ cur ‘Cheumannan’ 

‘Ceumannan’ na ghoireas ùr-
nodha do luchd-ionnsachaidh 
agus tha e ri fhaotainn mar 
leabhar agus tro ICT. 

Chaidh a chur air bhog 
le Alasdair Allan MSP, 
Eileanan Siar. 

Chaidh a’ chòmhdhail 
fhèin fhosgladh le Catriona 
Dunn, a chleachd a bhith 
na Stiùiriche Foghlaim aig 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
agus a bha na ball de Bhòrd-
stiùiridh Stòrlann Nàiseanta 
na Gàidhlig. 

Còmhdhail
Nàiseanta
Thidsearan
Gàidhlig

Chuir Alasdair Moireasdan, 
cathraiche MG ALBA, 
fàilte air an naidheachd gu 
bheil rannsachadh Urras a’ 
BhBC air BBC ALBA gus 
tòiseachadh.

Thuirt Mgr Moireasdan, 
‘Tha MG ALBA a’ cur fàilte 
air an rannsachadh a bhios 
a’ coimhead air ciamar a 
chaidh do BBC ALBA thairis 
air a’ chiad bhliadhna agus 
cothrom an sianal a chur air 
Freeview. 

‘Tha BBC ALBA air a 
bhith gu math soirbheachail 
le mu 220,000 luchd-amharc 
a’ coimhead gach seachdain 
bhon toiseach agus tha e 
cuideachd air pàirt mhòr a’ 
chluich anns an strì airson 
Gàidhlig a bhrosnachadh.

‘Tha sinn toilichte gu bheil 
am BBC air dòigh a lorg 
airson BBC ALBA a chur air 
Freeview. Tha Bòrd-stiùiridh 
a’ BhBC air moladh gum bi 
lìonra rèidio BBC a’ tighinn 
far Freeview ann an Alba air 
an oidhche a-mhàin nuair a 
tha BBC ALBA a’ craoladh. 
Gheibh luchd-èisteachd na 
stèiseanan rèidio seofhathast 
air FM, AM, DAB, Saideil no 
air Càbaill agus air-loidhne 
nuair a tha BBC ALBA air 
an adhar.

‘Tha BBC ALBA air 
taic mhòr fhaighinn bhon 
phobaill agus thairis air 
saoghal poileataics na h-
Alba agus tha iarrtas mòr 
ann airson BBC ALBA 
fhaicinn air Freeview. ’S 
e prìomhachas a th’ ann 
dhuinne gum bi cothrom 
aig mòr-shluagh na h-Alba 
BBC ALBA fhaighinn agus 
tha sinn airson gum bi an 
sluagh a’ gabhail pàirt san 
rannsachadh poblach.’

Màiri Norton, Griomasaigh

MG ALBAA’ 
cur fàilte air 
rannsachadh
urras a’ BhBC 
air BBC ALBA



Thursday 29 October, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk   9NEWS

THE west coast has the 
best oysters and mussels in 
Scotland – and that’s a fact.

Mussels from Mull and 
oysters from Colonsay 
were named as the best in 
Scotland after a tasting at the 
annual gathering in Oban of 

Tough decision
Judge Mike Berthet of 

M and J Seafood named 
Inverlussa Mussels as 
having the best mussels and 
Colonsay Oysters as having 
the best oysters.

‘It was tough,’ he said, 
‘What was interesting was 
that the presentation was 
of a very high standard but 
with the mussels, the ones 
that looked best weren’t 
necessarily the best tasting.

‘The oysters presented 
well but those that were 
best on the outside were not 
necessarily the best on the 
inside.’

Douglas Wilson of 
Inverlussa Mussels said: ‘I 

was surprised by this award, 
perhaps it makes up for the 

in full salt water.
‘It gives them a great 

taste, very sweet, but there 
are some problems getting 
the shells right. It’s more 

but it really shows in the 

Andy Abrahams of 
Colonsay Oysters said: ‘The 
west coast could well be the 
best place to grow oysters. 
It could be the feeding that’s 
in the sea, or the conditions 
we have. 

‘It would be fun to see how 
our oysters and mussels 
compete against the French 
and Irish products in a blind 
taste.’

Association of Scottish 

Walter Speirs said: ‘It 
was good to see Andy and 
Douglas named as winners 
as both are long established 

Andy Abrahams of Colonsay Oysters and Douglas Wilson of 
Inverlussa Mussells celebrate with their awards. 

Island

growers top 
taste test
Colonsay and Mull 
produce selected 

A DRAMA teacher who sued 
Argyll and Bute Council for 
£800,000 after claiming her health 
suffered after being given a class 
containing ‘nightmare’ pupils has
abandoned her action.

  Stress-at-work 
  Rosemary Fletcher alleged 
in her stress-at-work case 
that no effective discipline 
was imposed on the teenagers 
at Islay High School.
  Mrs Fletcher, aged 42, sued 
her employer, Argyll and 
Bute Council, maintaining 
that she suffered as a result 
of its fault and negligence.
  The local authority contested 
the action brought by the 
mother-of-three and denied 
it had been negligent.
  After three days of evidence 
senior counsel for the teacher, 
James Campbell QC, told 
Lord Pentland that a decision 
had been taken ‘not to 
advance this cause further’.
   He said the parties were agreed 
that the case should be disposed 
of by the local authority being 
absolved of any responsibility.

 Mr Campbell said it was 
also agreed that there should 
be no expenses due to, or 
by, either party in the action.
Ian Mackay QC, for the 
council, told the court that in 
ending the case there would be 

kind’ made to Mrs Fletcher.
  The court had been told that Mrs 
Fletcher of Port Askaig, Islay, had 
returned to work in September 
2000 after being off on maternity 
leave with her third child.
  She was given a third year 
class of 19 boys and one girl for 

time she taught the S3 group the 

behaviour was ‘unacceptable’.
  ‘Initially there were three or four 
of the boys who really did not 
want to be there and they made 

started teaching them,’ she said.
 ‘They continued to be disruptive 
and to me as a teacher it felt like 
they were getting away with 
their disruptions. I felt they 
were setting out to sabotage 
the work going on in the class’.
  She said they would shout, 
argue, laugh, jeer, pass 
wind and throw chairs over.
   Mrs Fletcher did not return to 
work after the summer of 2001 
and said she had been diagnosed 
with a psychiatric illness.
  It was alleged that the discipline 
problems had been allowed to 
go for nine months and that she 
followed the school disciplinary 
policy, but it had failed.
  The local authority disputed 
this and said in its defence that if 
she had reported episodes of foul 
language or abusive gestures to 
the head teacher the perpetrator 
would have been excluded from 
class.

Islay teacher abandons 

Rosemary Fletcher felt pupils 
were setting out to sabotage 

the work going on in the class

THE case against Southern 
and Scottish Energy (SSE) 
over an alleged pollution 
incident in Loch Carnan, 
South Uist has been 
continued until November 
17.

Under the Water 
Environment and Water 
Services (Scotland) Act 
2003 the company face two 
charges of causing pollution 
and failure to comply with 
licence regulations.

The incident involved more 
than 40,000 litres of diesel 
leaking from a storage tank 
into the loch causing serious 

November 2008. 
Procurator Fiscal Karin 

Smith told Lochmaddy 
Sheriff Court that SSE’s 
lawyers had been in 
discussions with Stornoway 

but that discussions had been 
delayed by the illness of the 
principal lawyer in the case.

The case has been continued 
until November 17. 

Uist loch 
pollution
incident
continued

Islay ferry 
name goes 
to the vote
THE public have been asked 
to help choose the name of 
a new purpose-built ferry for 
Islay.  

The boat, commissioned 
by Caledonian MacBrayne 
Assets Limited (CMAL), is 
currently under construction 

due to serve the island from 
spring 2011. 

This week, CMAL put a 
shortlist of names to the 
public vote, asking people 
to choose between the 

or the Pioneer. 
The most popular name 

will be announced on St 
Andrew’s Day, November 
30. Two lucky entrants who 
choose the winning name 
will get the chance to go to 
Poland to see the launch of 
the boat they helped to name 
next year. 

Votes can be cast on 
CMAL’s website at www.
cmassets.co.uk or at Port 
Ellen, Port Askaig and 
Kennacraig ferry terminals. 

A children’s art competition 
is also running alongside the 
vote.

Whisky award

School are to get a new grassy 
play area, despite the objections 
of neighbours. 

A new access road, parking 
and better dropping off facilities 
for parents and visitors will also 
be put in place, after Argyll 
and Bute Council’s planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee, gave its approval at a 
meeting in Oban last week. 

some of those living in houses 
which back on to the school had 
opposed the plans. They said the 
changes would undermine their 

privacy, create noise problems 
and result in countryside loss, 
as the new access road passes 

Councillor Robin Currie, 
who represents Kintyre and the 
Islands, said: ‘This application 
has had the gestation period of 
an elephant. We have gone head 
over heels to accommodate all 
the objections. I’m delighted to 
approve the application to give 
the island what they have been 
crying out for.’ 

Among the conditions agreed 
was a new timber fence between 
the expanded playground and 
next door properties. 

Gigha children to get new playground 

Campbeltown is named 
Scottish Whisky Distiller of 
the Year 2010 in the Icons of 
Whisky Awards - and Peter 
Currie from Springbank was 
named as Young Whisky 
Ambassador of the Year.

There is also a Kintyre 
connection for Peter’s runner 
up; Susan Colville of Wemyss 
Malts is the daughter-in-law 
of Kintyre couple Rory and 
Mary Colville. 

Find all you want to 
do in the Highlands, 
in one place.

Your local VisitScotland Information Centre on the High Street in Fort William has details 

of everything to see and do in the Highlands. And with events, activities and attractions 

throughout the year, it’s not just for tourists. What’s more, our information experts can book 

tickets for events and arrange transport and accommodation across Scotland. So whatever 

you’re looking for, there’s only one place to go.

visitscotland.com/wheretofindus
Information Centres Not just for tourists.
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reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Celtic
Connections
2010
LET’S do something 
different this week and start 
with the Diary Dates.

It is eight weeks until 
Christmas - although the 
shops would make you think 
it was eight days! - and only 
11 weeks until the start of 
Celtic Connections 2010.

There is the opportunity 
to combine both by either 
buying tickets as presents or 
vouchers so that your friends 
and relatives can decide 
which events they wish to 
attend.

There you are, Christmas 
shopping completed and 
you did not need to leave the 
house!

Artistic director Donald 
Shaw recently announced 
the programme for the 17th 
festival and it will feature 
approximately 1,500 artistes 
performing in more than 
300 events taking place over 
18 days across 14 venues 
starting on Thursday January 
14. As expected there will be 
the usual surprise mix of high 

of Celtic music on cultures 
around the world. Festival 
favourites will be there and 
there will be tributes to folk 
music icons Nick Drake and 
John Martyn.

There will be something 
for everyone and the  festival 
will continue to expand 
on its celebration of the 
the Gaelic language. For 
example Jewels of the Ocean 
will bring together a line-up 
including Capercaille, Arthur 
Cormack, Na Seoid, Ishbel 
MacAskill, Seumas Begley 
and Mairead Ni Mhaonaigh 
and over three days the 
Centre for the Contemporary 
Arts will host Gaelic Arts 
in association with Ceol’s 
Craic.

The education programme 
enters its 12th year and up to 
1,600 children will be able to 
enjoy eight free concerts.  In 
addition, a new innovation 
will be community concerts 
when Bodega will take 
the festival out of the city 
centre to Langside, Penilee, 
Drumchapel, Possilpark and 
Shettleston.

Tickets are now on sale 
and  can be purchased online 
at www.celticconnections 
.com, by telephone, 0141 
353 8000, or in person at 
the Royal Concert Hall or 
the Old Fruitmarket. Full 
details of the programme are 
available on the website and 
it includes details of special 
discount offers for tickets as 
well as for accommodation 
and eating out.

Between now and the start 
of the festival  I will attempt 
to highlight events which 
I feel will be of  special 
interest to a West Highland 
audience.

Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris 
Association
THE ANNUAL round of 
traditional gatherings gets 

underway when the Lewis 
and Harris holds its dinner 
for this year’s chairman, 
John MacKay (STV), on 
Thursday November 5 at the 
Glasgow Pond Hotel when 
Dr Anne Lorne Gillies will 
be the after dinner speaker.  

In the Woodside Halls the 
following evening at 7.30pm 
the concert will feature Mary 
Anne Kennedy, Chrissie 
MacVicar, Arthur Cormack, 
David MacKenzie and 
Charles MacLeod and later 
that evening from 10pm -
2am the dance will be held 
in the Glasgow University
Union.

Music will be provided 
by the up and coming and 
very popular Monach Isles 
Ceilidh Band. Tickets can be 
purchased from the Park Bar.  
There will be no admittance 
without tickets.

Govan Gaelic 
Choir
A REMINDER that the choir 
will be celebrating its 80th 
birthday with a dinner in 
the Swallow Hotel, Paisley 
Road West, on Saturday
November 21.

Tickets are available from 
Isabel Ross, telephone 0141 
563 9729, or from any choir 
member.

Ceol Country
THERE will be two special 
nights of country music in 
Gaelic in Glasgow’s Grand 
Ole Oprey on Wednesday 
November 11 when Jenna 
Cumming and  friends will 
be on stage and the following 
evening it will be Darren 
MacLean and guests.

Diary dates
Friday October 30:
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association ceilidh dance, 

Ibrox, 9pm to 1am. Perth 
Gaelic Society ceilidh, St  
Matthew’s Church Hall, Tay 
Street, Perth, An Evening 
with Gaelic Choirs, Paisley 
Wynd Centre, 7.30pm. 
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh dance, Commodore 
Hotel,  8pm.
Tuesday November 3: Fred 
Morrison Trio, Brunton 
Theatre, Musselburgh, 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 5:
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Annual Dinner 
- see above. Fred Morrison 
CD Launch, National Piping 
Centre, 7pm.
Friday November 6:
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Annual Concert 
and Dance - see above.  Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama and Sanday
Fiddle Club Music Works 
Concert, Old Fruitmarket, 
9.30pm

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will play 
in the Park Bar on Saturday
and Sunday with the Burns 
Brothers on Friday.  

Norrie MacIver will be in 
the Islay Inn on Friday with 
Parting Glass on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.  

Goodbye to the 
Hardies
IT IS with a sense of sadness that the 
community bids goodbye to Dr David 
Hardie and his wife Isobel who leave 
the island at the end of the month to 
take up residence in their new home at 
North Berwick.

Dr Hardie arrived on these shores 
from Yorkshire more than 20 years 
ago when he took over the GP practice 
at Kilarrow and Kilmeny in March 
1989 following the retirement of the 
long serving Dr Alasdair Macdonald. 
He retired from medicine in 1997 but 
was by no means idle as he operated 
a gardening maintenance service for a 
number of years. 

He and Isobel were also heavily 
involved in IDEAs and both were 
active members of the Round Church 
at Bowmore. David was ordained as 
a ruling elder in 1990 and Isobel was 
similarly ordained four years ago. Both 
received farewell gifts from a grateful 
congregation during morning worship 
on October 18. 

David was also active on the local 
social scene. He was a skilled musician 
and accordionist, verse speaker and 
solo singer and was a stalwart member 
of the local Gaelic choir. A keen 
angler, he spent many happy, and 
occasionally frustrating, hours on lochs 
and river banks. Isobel and David have 
one daughter Katy, now Robson, a 
physiotherapist based in East Lothian. 

Everyone wishes the Hardies many 
further happy years together in their 
new home in the ‘barley farmstead’. 

Mod successes
EVERYONE on the island was 
delighted with the successes enjoyed 
by junior and senior competitors at the 
2009 National Mod in Oban. 

The Olive Campbell Trophy for the 
learners under 13 puirt-a-beul went to 
Port Ellen Primary School choir led by 
Maureen MacDonald. In second place 
were their their Bowmore counterparts 
led by Helen Gillies. The Port Ellen 
pupils also shared third place in the 
unison singing section with Acharacle 
junior choir. Bowmore Primary 

place in recitation for 10 to 12-year- 
old learners while his fellow pupils 
Rhianna Hayes and Laura Woodrow 
were second and third in the 9 to 10 
year old group. Laura’s sister Kayla 
was second in the 7 to 8-year-old 
poetry section with Mod veteran Ryan 
Johnston in third place. Laura again 
featured highly in the under 13s duet 
competition securing for herself and 
Hannah Gillies the Angus MacTavish 
Memorial trophy. Third placed duettists 
were Natalie Dunn and Zoe Wells, 
also of Bowmore. In the solo singing 
for boys and girls aged 7 to 8 Isobel 
Ferguson from Keills Primary School
came third and in the 13 to 15-year-old 
boys’ class the second and third place 
were awarded to Ruaraidh MacKinnon, 
Port Wemyss, and Alasdair Currie from 
Ballachlaven.

Making its National Mod debut, the 
recently formed Coisir Og Ghaidhlig 
Ile, under the baton of Arlene 
MacKerral, came second in the under 
19s unison singing and the Bowmore 
primary folk group shared second place 
with ‘Na Liosaich’. 

In the senior rural choirs’ section 
Coisir Ghaidhlig Ile, conducted by 
Iseabail Mactaggart, was in top place 
winning the Sheriff MacMaster 
Campbell Quaich and the Selma Shield
for highest marks in Gaelic. It also 
received the Hugh MacCowan Trophy 
for the top aggregate marks for an 
Argyll-based choir. Meal ar naidheach 
do na h-Ilich gu leir.

Festival of 
Remembrance 
ARTEFACTS are still required for 
the special Festival of Remembrance, 
commemorating the 70th anniversary 
of the outbreak of the Second World 
War, being held in the Round Church 
at Bowmore from Saturday November 
7 to Wednesday November 11. 

Among the items sought are 
photographs of family members in the 
armed services as well as photographs 
of those whose names are inscribed on 
the war memorials within the church 
vestibule. Caps, badges, citations and 
any other memorabilia will also be 
gratefully received as will wartime 
photographs of the Bowmore district. 
All items will be returned to the donors 
following the close of the exhibition. 

The exhibition will be open daily from 
10am and the Remembrance Service
on Sunday November 8 at 10am will 
include two minutes silence at 11am. 
This will be followed by a short wreath-
laying ceremony at the war graves 
section of the Bowmore cemetery. The 
festival will close with another act of 
worship on Armistice Day, Wednesday 
November 11, at 10.45am. Items for 
the exhibition can be given to any elder 
or handed into the church from 10am 
on Friday November 6. 

Coffee and cakes 
BRIC-A-BRAC and home baking, 
produce and bargain books are among 
the delights on offer at the Round 
Church coffee morning in the Bowmore  
Buffet Hall on Saturday October 31 at 
10.30am.

All these snips can be yours for a 
mere £2 admission. 
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone 01496 
810658.

Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, 
name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed 

envelope.

Mallaig Senior Secondary School - 1952/53

BNP’s tactical 
victory
THAT the BBC recognised 
the British National Party 
(BNP) polled almost 
1,000,000 votes in this 
year’s European Parliament 
elections woke it up to the 
fact it apparently never 
thought possible - that it 
would be obliged to give it 
air time.

Whether the decision to 
grant that time on a ‘Question 
Time’ is open to debate but 
what is not open to dispute is 
its right to have air-time, no 
matter how loudly the ‘Far 
Left’ may shout.

The tricky question of 
when censorship starts and 
disapproval ends as far as 
those espousing political 
views of the left or the right 
has reared its head. Whether 
we like it or not, the leading 

realised that attendance at 
a ‘charm school’ does pay 
dividends.

And, certainly, last Friday 

what might be regarded as 
his ‘best behaviour’. He 
recognised the opportunity 
he had been given to get at 
least more than a few of those 
who are not happy with the 
current state of the economy, 
unemployment and the lack 
of social housing to listen 
to what he was saying about 
the tenets of his party.

I’m not suggesting that 
he garnered hundreds of 
thousands of working-class 
voters who still hold ‘racist’ 
- if that be the correct term - 
views but he stirred up what 
can be said to be perfectly 
respectable views in the 
eyes of those who feel with 
increasing anger that they 
are being estranged from 
what they consider are their 
traditional rights in their 
own country. 

Despite a generation of 
‘education’ that they cannot 
gain anything from these 
‘working class’ values they 
still espouse them, maybe not 
in seeking BNP membership 
and taking to the streets but, 
if nothing else, in casting a 
protest vote at by-elections 
and in European Parliament 
elections which they don’t 
regard as ‘real elections’ 
anyway.

This is all very well when 
there is no obvious concerted 
force of real numbers that 
would give them a block 
of seats at local or national 
government.

The far-left would not 
stand idly by to allow this to 
happen. They, too, would get 
volatile mobs to take to the 
streets.

What could ensue is not 
pleasant to contemplate, but 
what to do? 

Which of the major parties 

that these warnings of rising 
discontent are not going to 
go away but will grow until 
they become a major source 
of race and class war?

A Boris tower
IT SEEMS that the ‘blonde 
bombshell’ that is the Major 
of London wants to have a 

mark the 2012 Olympics but 
really to commemorate his 

That he should do so is 
not a surprise but he should 
be warned throughout the 
country and indeed the 
world, there are thousands 
of statues to those who were 
once great - in the sense of 
famous - but are now just 
lumps of brass, granite or 
stone.

This McCaig is full of 
admiration for his illustrious 
namesake for many of his 
achievements and for the 
fact he never really got to 
the stage of commissioning 
life-size statues of himself, 
his parents, his brothers 

second tower which was to 
be inside the existing one. 

While many visitors 
dismiss what is there as a 
‘folly’, thinking it was just 
that in the derogatory sense 
of the word, they don’t know 
it was one of the original job 
creation projects when the 
idea was in its infancy.

To be fair to Boris Johnston, 
he is not contemplating 
an over-sized replica of 
himself. The abstract appears 
to resemble a scrawny 
Christmas tree which may 
enhance or otherwise his 
chosen site but would be 
better forgotten. 

There are many of us who 
disapprove of the 2012 
Olympics being called The 
London Games, as they are 
not.

They are being paid for by 
every taxpayer in Britain 
and should be the British 
Olympics and all subsequent 

of the country in which they 
are held.

Out of sight, 
out of mind
ABOUT a year ago, the 
National Trust for Scotland
had to admit that it had rather 
substantial debts and that it 
might have to mothball some 
of its properties or even sell 
those that had not come with 
a substantial endowment. 

Indeed, to keep its bank 
quiet, it had to put its 
Edinburgh headquarters on 
the market. Yes, things were 
that bad.

When it became obvious 
Arduaine Gardens were 
under threat of closure, if 
not sale, there were howls 
of protest from everyone 
who knew the wonderful 
collection of specimen 
rhododendrons there and 
wanted them looked after 
as part of our heritage. The 
trouble is that they came 
with no endowment and now 
need at least £1m to ensure 
their continued existence. 

Strange to say, although we 
were undoubtedly a nation 
of garden lovers there is no 
garden heritage fund that 
can come to the rescue when 
such a situation as now exists 
happens.

Sir,
Having received Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL)
‘Have Your Say!’ postcard wanting ‘we’ the public to 

choices, Finlaggan, Glendale, Locheil and Pioneer, dull.
CMAL has missed an ‘open goal’ in not calling Islay’s 

new ferry Queen of the Hebrides. I know what ship I would 
rather travel home on - the Queen of the Hebrides.
Colin M Campbell, Isle of Islay.

Chance missed on ferry name

Make your 
mind up time 
on Coll
Sir, 
My ‘vitriolic email’ of 
resignation referred to in 
Marian Miller’s article last 
week - sincere apologies 
to all good folk on Coll 
offended by it - has 
successfully coaxed the few 
souls who are solidly anti An 
Cridhe out into the light. 

It is very late in the day 
for the new community hall 
project to still be hampered 
by half informed rumour and 
misinformation. My thanks 
to the publisher.

Apart from the many other 

community will enjoy, it 
is my hope that in a couple 
of years my young son 
and his classmates will be 
enjoying indoor sports and 
the performing arts as part of 
their schooling in a beautiful 
new venue in Arinagour.

working toward this dream. 
Virtually all the grandparents, 
parents and children and the 
majority of the rest of the 
island populaton are behind 

this wonderful project.
It is time for Coll to stop 
undermining itself, to put on 
hold all the little feuds and 
jealousies for long enough 
to make this wholesome 
and worthwhile building 
happen.

We on Coll have raised a 
couple of million pounds 
- an amazing feat for such 
a remote a place - to either 
use sensibly for our future 
generations or hand back to 
our sponsers. It’s make your 
own mind up time.
Peter Isaacson, Isle of 
Coll.

Arduaine
in bloom
Sir,
I was pleased to see the 
article last week concerning 
the wonderful autumn 
colours at Crarae - always 
one of my favourite gardens 
at any time of year.

I felt that I had to write 
to give a little boost for 
Arduaine Garden too. We 
may not be in the same 
league as Crarae when it 
comes to autumn tints, but 
we can be pretty good. 

Our late summer and 
autumn speciality is the 

range of perennials that we 

I counted more than 50 
different types in bloom this 
week in spite of the rather 
wet and windy weather. If 
anyone needs ideas for the 

come along and talk to us.
Maurice Wilkins, Head 
Gardener, Arduaine 
Garden.

Don’t be the 
‘invisible
man’ this 
Hallowe’en
Sir,

night fast approaching, 
many parents are preparing 
for evenings of sparklers, 
pumpkins and traipsing the 
streets in ghoulish costumes.

But with darker nights 
approaching parents must 
take measures to ensure their 
children aren’t invisible at 

Roadside deaths in the UK
among children under the 
age of 16 have increased by 
a startling 20 per cent since 
2005, and child pedestrian 
deaths in particular have 

risen by 13 per cent. It’s 
interesting that most parents 

safety and the dangers of 
fooling with gunpowder, 
yet one of the biggest 
killers - being invisible at 
the roadside - tends to get 
overlooked.

Firework displays, in 
particular, are usually held 
in remote locations such 

means less light and busy 

visible and out of danger:
Stay off the road and 

where possible stick to 
pedestrianised, well-lit 
areas.

Ensure either you or 
your child is wearing a high-
visibility vest to alert busy 

Make your child’s 
Hallowe’en costume 
using some high-visibility 

Use high-visibility wrist 
bands.

Take a torch and use it.
Fingers crossed we can 

all play our part in making 
this year’s Hallowe’en and 

with a bang without losing 
precious lives.
Nick Mills, Vispack.

NOBODY believes that to can happen to them - until it is 
too late.

Bank scams, credit card fraud and various similar methods 
of deception have become big business across the criminal 
network, yet it is not taken too seriously because nobody 
believes that it will affect them personally.

The majority of people cannot comprehend the lengths 
fraudsters and conmen will go to to obtain the key elements 

hard-earned funds.
Trading Standards and police advice to avoid such 

deceptions is simple and effective. ‘If it seems too good to 
be true, it probably is’ - and nobody telephoning on behalf 
of a banking company will ask for your account details.

Fraud is out there - and it can happen to you
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Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Halloween Spooky Do
CEILIDH DANCE

With the Neil Sinclair Sound
And Children’s Party

Friday 30th October    7.30pm
Victory Hall, Benderloch

Adults £7.50
Children (under 13) £2.50

(all children to be accompanied 
by an adult)

Prizes for best fancy dress, games and 
refreshments.

A Barcaldine Community Assoc. 
Fundraising Event

CINEMA LISTINGS

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

Event & Tourism Publicity
Event Management  •  Copywriting

01631 569 651 

info@pureshorespr.co.uk  •  www.pureshorespr.co.uk

Passionate about promoting Scotland’s west coast...

by Campbell Cameron

The Last farewell
The Royal National Mod 
Oban 2009 has been 

was the jam on top! 

down the road Gunna Sound 

them on a stride up and down 

The Vatersay Boys and 

The Vatersay Boys opened 

drums who played a blinder 

ma

that many a band would 

expended?

reunite in Thurso in less 

sessions now!

Songs from Ireland

Brian Kennedy has that 

Andy Williams 
and the mob

He held us spellbound 

with Bobby Kennedy and 

and Solitaire held us spell 

below – Kath assured him 

had returned to Reno and 

the mobsters were arrested 

partner!

Chieftains and 
islanders

tribute to the main street - 

Garden Club enjoyed an 

expertise and enthusiasm to 

Slides

explained the history 

PRIMARY one pupils from St Columba’s and Park Primary schools in Oban had some 
very unusual visitors this week when Edinburgh Zoo’s Centenery Tour bus stopped by. 
The bus brought Milkshake the snake, Gary the giant African snail and Millie the mil-

lipede to teach children about the rainforest and the many varieties of animals that live on 
08_t41zoo02

Garden 
club hear 
Greenbank
history

Storytelling
Samantha

Recitation
Ellen

Conversation

Playlet
Solo

Boys Fluent

Girls Fluent

Duet

Action Song

Choral

Tobermory Primary 
Folk Group

Choral Puirt A Beul

Sarah

Fiddle

Piano

Bagpipes

Accordion

Instrumental Group

Ladies Prescribed

John

Ladies Oran Mor

Men Oran Mor

Traditional Solo

Local Song

Puirt A Beul

Own Choice

Duet

Quartet
Ladies Choir

Male Voice
Mixed Voice

Choral
Puirt A Beul
2 Còisir

A MAN who knows every inch of the west coast from Camp-
beltown to Stornoway has retired from Hamilton Brothers 
Engineering after starting with the company when he was 

only 15. Hugh MacLean said his career has been a ‘ceilidh all 
the way’ as he reminisced at a retirement party on Friday in 
Tarbert. Hugh was presented with a limited edition picture 
from Massey Ferguson of the assembly line of combine har-
vesters at the Kilmarnock Factory. Hugh is pictured above 

with his granddaughter Amanda. 04_c44hugh02

Hallowe’en frolics 
free at Atlantis

to point out that the three 

Ghost hunters required
GHOST hunters are required 

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

Cert U 101 min
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.30, 3.45UP

Cert PG 111 min 
DAILY 4.00, 6.15, 8.30
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.45

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

THE
VAMPIRES
ASSISTANT

Cert 12A 109 min
FRI 3.45, 6.00, 8.15
SAT/SUN 6.00, 8.15
MON/ TUE 3.45, 6.00 
WED/THURS 3.45, 6.00, 8.15

MICHAEL JACKSON’S
THIS IS IT

MORNING LIGHT Cert PG 98 min
TUE 8.30

THIS SPORTING
LIFE

Cert 12A 133 min
MON 8.30

MICHAEL JACKSON’S
THIS IS IT

CIRQUE DU FREAK:
THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT

UP
CERT U

MORNING LIGHT
CERT PG

THIS SPORTING LIFE

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Sophie and Hector
 A friendly brother and sister who must go 

together. Quite elderly and need a lap to sit on in 

Contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

RNLI Mid Argyll Branch

Fiddlers’ Rally
at Lochgilphead High School

Friday 6th November 2009 
7pm for 7.30pm

featuring Oban & Lorn Strathspey & Reel 
Society and Coisir Og Dhail Riata

Sponsored by Stewart Consulting
Tickets include tea/coffee/shortbread

Adults £8 Children (under 16) £2
on sale at Square Peg, Cockles, Argyll 

Bookshop, Lochgilphead

Further details: Maggie Donaldson 
01546 602935

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening on Tuesday 3rd 
November, 2009 at 8pm

GUEST ARTISTS:
Nicky McMichan Ceilidh Band

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

Admission £4.00 … Tea & Raffle Extra
IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 

CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST ARTIST 
THE COMMITTEE WILL FIND AN 

ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club

Monthly Club Night
In Argyllshire Gathering Hall

On Thursday 5th November 2009 8pm

Supporting players 
and audience welcome

Special Guest Artiste

Ian Muir/Trio

Admission £3

Come along and enjoy the music

Bonfire Night Fireworks
Saturday 7th November
Dalrannoch Farm, Barcaldine

Fire lit at 6.30pm   Fireworks at 7pm
Entry by donation

Please DO NOT bring fireworks to the event
All children must be 

accompanied by an adult
Hot drinks and hot filled rolls on sale
A Barcaldine Community Association 

Fundraising Event

Tiree Christmas 
Parties

An Talla, Isle of Tiree

Rosemary Omand
Telephone 

01879 220960 or Evelyn 
Cameron on 01879 220671

Oban U3A
MONTHLY 
MEETING

Tuesday Nov. 3rd
10.30 am

Caledonian Hotel, Oban
Coffee, Chat

Short talk by Oban 
Mountain Rescue

All welcome

The Scottish 
Wildlife Trust

Evening Meeting
Thursday 29th October 

at 7.30pm
At Dunstaffnage 

Marine Lab
The work of the Scottish 

Wildlife Trust by Sven 
Rasmussen

All welcome

The Scottish 
Wildlife Trust

Annual Coffee Morning
Saturday 31st October

Between 10am – 12 
noon

St John’s Cathedral 
Hall, Oban

All welcome
Tea, coffee, 

The UK’s leading charity for parents

Nearly New Sale

Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban.
Have a clear out or bag a 

Strictly baby, child and maternity clothes, 
toys, books, prams, cots etc

Halloween games and face painting
 to entertain the little horrors!
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfield Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Saturdays > Gymnastics with Nikki

Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages 12-4pm

Thursday 5 November > Local Producers Market

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Friday 30 October  > The Gaelic Mass

St Columbas Cathedral, Oban 7.30pm

Saturday 31 October > Halloween Party

Wide Mouth Frog, 6.30 - 9.30pm

Friday 6 November  > Fiddlers Rally

Lochgilphead High School 7 for 7.30pm

December  > The Vatersay Boys

Various venues - www.thevatersayboys.com

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
A lot of people have seemed to demand your attention recently, 

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Your attentions can turn to your most intimate relationships, and 
everybody can seem to have an opinion as to what you should do 
and who you should see - or not see! But if you respond to this, it 

or romantic affairs to suit the viewpoint of parents or friends, you’ll 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

often you soak them up in the blink of an eye! However, this is a 

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
The Sun and Mars clash, and this reminds you not to expect 
everybody to view life like you do, a trap that perhaps we can 

expectations are reasonable, this can be a time when you start to 

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

There may be hidden depths to someone and you can strike up a 

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

With  Christmas creeping up on us most people are 
beginning to think of ways to celebrate with meals 
out with relatives, friends and work colleagues. 
The trouble is, if you leave it too late it’s almost 
impossible to get booked into anywhere and the 
larger the group of people involved, the harder it 
is. The fact is, booking for any Christmas related 
outing should be done when Christmas itself is but 
a dim promise on the horizon of consciousness. 
So even though its only autumn, if you want to do 
anything at all to celebrate the festive season, now 
is the time to organise it. In short, book early to 
avoid disappointment.
So  what might you wish to do? Well a celebratory 
lunch with work colleagues might be nice. Most 
pubs, hotels and restaurants will have special 
menus for just such a party. They may also have 
sample menus for you to take away so each 
member of the group can choose in advance - 
essential for large groups of diners. Be advised 
though, get each person accepting a place to 

they decide at the last minute, not to come.
An  evening celebration is very popular these 
days and again, most caterers will have special 
menus and often entertainment laid on too. The 
best venues get booked up fast however, so 
don’t delay with your booking arrangements.
If  you are planning a real party, you could 
consider hiring a hall or functions room in a 
catering or exhibition establishment. You could 
get a local publican to organise and man the 
bar and outside caterers to provide the food - a 
buffet would be ideal. 
Whatever  your celebration, how are you going 
to get there and back home? Obviously none 
of you will drink and drive, so unless there is 
an abstainer in your party prepared to do all 
the driving, it is essential you make necessary 
transport arrangements. Taxis will take small 
parties there and back but they will also need 
to be booked up well in advance to be certain of 
arriving at the venue on time, and getting home 
safely. For larger parties a mini bus or coach will 
transport you from a pick-up point and drop you 
all off at the end of the evening. Again, these 
especially will need to be booked as soon as 

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 5 November
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 2 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

SPEAN Bridge school 
hall provides the venue 
for a night of ceilidh and 
craic with Spean’s own  
musical maestro Gary 
Innes and friends.

Accordianist Gary 
will be joined on 
stage by ace guitarist, 

Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of 
the Year Award winner 
Ewan Robertson from 

absolute wizard on  
traditional Irish bodhràn 
Martin O’Neil. 

Martin has won the 
All-Scotland and All-
Ireland titles and is 
widely recognised 
as one of the today’s 
leading exponents of 
the instrument and has 
played with the Michael 
McGoldrick Band, Flook 
and Deaf Shepherd 
amongst others.

In an evening of varied 
music for all tastes, the 
boys will play sets from 
their recently released 
own album  ‘Shouts’ 
which has featured in 
many radio stations. The 

Radio nan Gaidheal’s 
album of the month in 
May this year.

The fun starts on 
Monday evening, 
November 2 at the 
School Hall, Spean 
Bridge - tickets available 
at the door.

Top 
musicians
to play 
Spean
school

WHEN Blair Douglas’s 
Aifeann Ghàidhlig, a new 
Gaelic Mass, was performed 
at this year’s Blas Festival it 
was greeted by rave reviews 
and standing ovations. 

Highland Homecoming
Now, thanks to Highland 

Homecoming, a further 
performance of the 
Mass will take place at 

in Oban this Friday, 
October 30, at 7.30pm.
  The Gaelic Mass is a 
project which has interested 
and fascinated Blair 
Douglas for some years 
but one which he has only 

recently felt equipped, 
musically and spiritually, 
to undertake. The spur 
of a deadline for three 
performances at this 
Blas Festival ensured 
it was completed and 
well-known Highland 
musician, Andy Thorburn, 
was engaged to arrange 
and score Blair’s music.

Standing ovation
Three performances 

followed in Inverness 

in Fort William and St 
Mary’s in Portree, the 
latter, on Blair’s home turf, 
earning a standing ovation 

from a packed audience.
  Blair’s Mass is rooted 

but seeks to explore and 
develop differing musical 
themes. It features a blend 
of traditional instruments 

and pipes along with string 
accompaniment, organ, and 
keyboards.

styles, a unique and original 
work has been created and 
the performance this Friday 
will feature Gaelic singers 

Maggie Macdonald with 

Blair Douglas brings new Gaelic Mass to Oban

Portree-based musician Blair Douglas

THERE were plenty of teenagers moshing at The 
Rock Off at the Highland Theatre in Oban, last 
Thursday.

Local bands 
An enthusiastic crowd of 100 young people 

enjoyed several local bands including May Affair, 

and Barely Legal.

at the cinema and organiser Jason Twort says he 

is hoping to arrange more live music events in 
the future.

Highland Theatre owner, Gavin Fraser, echoed 
these sentiments and is keen to organise a similar 

Oban music scene and I’m pleased with the 
event. There is a market for musicians who need 
venues to play at in Oban and I’m hoping we can 
provide that.’

Cinema hosts successful 

Controlling Myopia
I have often written about the possibilities of one day being 
able to control the development of myopia in childhood and 
adolescence. Until very recently the evidence was anecdotal 

development of myopia. Last week I had the privilege of 
being one of three UK delegates to a conference on myopia 

coming of age.
Several independent studies found conclusive evidence 

that, using the very latest techniques in corneal re-shaping 
it is possible to cut the rate of development of myopia in 
children by up to sixty per cent per year.

myopia stops developing any further in children who have 
been wearing corneal re-shaping contact lenses. There is an 

and look very promising. I will keep you informed of 
developments as they are published.

So what does being myopic mean for your children. 

who study intensively or who play computer games to 
excess have a strong likelihood of becoming myopic. It is 
the human eye’s natural response to excessive close work. 
Being myopic has distinct disadvantages. Myopic children 

participating in sports and need to wear a fulltime vision 
correction to enable them to see clearly and walk around 
safely. 

By controlling myopic development with overnight wear 
corneal re-shaping lenses it is possible to limit the further 
development of your children’s myopia. It is not possible 
to reverse any myopia that has already developed but we 
can stop it getting worse. Ask your optometrist for more 
information on myopia control using corneal re-shaping. 
You owe it to your children.

Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists

Eye to Eye 
with John Wallace



OBAN
Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd
Bullocks up to 250kg:  £510 Achenreir, 
242p Soroba; 
251-300kgs  £560, 204p East Hynish; 
301-350kg  £575 Ledcharrie, 175p 
Achnacreebeg;
351-400kgs £540, 139p Arisaig; 
551-600kg  £830, 146p Lonban.
Heifers up to 250kg:  £900, 375p 
Scammadale;
251-300kg  £700, 226p Ardtur; 
351-400kg  £740, 197p Ardencaple; 
401-450kg £840, 202p Scammadale.
Leading prices per head
Bullocks:
Lim - £685 Achnacreebeg, £575 
Ledcharrie, £560 East Hynish, £555 
Balevullin; Sim - £570 Drimnin, £510 
Auchenreir, £500 Borve, £375 Glenturret 
Est; AA - £505 24 Garrygall, £500 Borve, 
£290 Saulmore, £270 New Crofts; Luing- 
£570 Arisaig, £450 & £380 Slaterich; BG 
- £490 Sithean; BB - £530 East Hynish, 
£465 Balevullin.
Heifers:
SHRT - £800 Pennygown, £600 
Kengharair, £530 Glenturret Est; Luing - 
£720 Ardlarach; AA - £580 Balure, £560 
Balure, £480 Carloonan; Saler - £620 
Kilcheran, £480 Lonban & Kilchreran; 
BB - £700 Ardtur; high - £460 Balevullin, 
£390 Faolin; £290 Greishipol.
Bulling Heifers:
Luing - £1220 Slaterich; SHRT - £920 
Saulmore; SimX - £740 Balliemeanoch; 
Sim - £840 Scammadale; AA - £680 
Barndromin.
Heifers with calves at foot:
Lim Hfr & Lim Bull Calf - £1600 
Glenshelloch; Lim Hfr & Lim Hfr Calf - 
£1550 Glenshelloch; BB Hfr & Lim Hfr 
Calf - £1100 Fiart.
In-Calf heifers:
Sim - £1450 Cairbhan, £1300 
Balliemackillichan £1250 Stroneskar; 
Shrt X £1280 Pennygown; Sim - £1200 
Glenshelloch; Short - £1100 Invernahyle, 
£1100 Achuran, £1100 Drimnin.
Cows In-Calf 
Sim - £720 (twice) Balure; AA - £740 
Ardavachar, Inion; X - £680 Rhulios; Shrt 
- £660 Drimnin.
OTM Cattle 
Lim - £700 Cairnbhan. 

ISLAY                                     
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £65 and £60  Eorrabus  £57 
Frederick Cresc and Eorrabus  £56 Ardbeg 
and Kilchiaran  £55 and £53.50 Octofad  
£53.50  Blackrock  £52.50  Ballinaby 
(Warren) and Octofad  £52 Octofad  
£51.50  Starchmill, Pairc A Chlassan, 
Coillabus and Duich  £50.50  Uiskentuie 
and Frederick Cresc.
TexelX: £58.50  Mulindry  £58.00  
Tallant  £57.50  Ardbeg  £55.50  Gartloist 
and Duich  £54.50  Lossit  £54.00  
Blackrock  £53.50  Kintra  £53 Mulindry 
and Ballimartin  £52 Octofad  £51.50  

Grulinmore  £50 Lorgba.
BeltexX: £52 and £50.50  Ardbeg
Cheviot: £62.50  Ballivicar  £59.50  
Ballivicar  £51 Coillabus  £48 Grulinmore  
£47.50  Kilbride.
Cross: £60 Grulinmore  £54.50 Rockside  
£51.50  Grulinbeg  £51 Duich  £49.50 
Rockside.
Mule: £55 Ardbeg  £50.50  Grulinmore  
£50 Ballinaby (Warren).
Blackface: £51.50  Kilchiaran  £50 Lossit 
and Kindrochaid  £49.50  Uiskentuie  
£46.50  Ceannacroic  £46 Kindrochaid  
£44.50  Leorin  £44 Lorgbaw.
Ewes
TexelX: £100 Blackrock  £74.50  Bayview  
£69.50 Blackrock  £69 Dunlossit Farms 
(Lossit).
Cheviot: £50.50 – Bayview
Cross: £50.50  Eorrabus  £48.50  
Coillabus
Blackface: £43 Coillabus  £41.50  
Keppols
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX: 149p  Kintra  143p  Duich  141p  
Blackrock  140p  Frederick Cresc.
TexelX: 166p Kilchoman House  145p  
Kinnabus  141p  Kilmeny, Coilla and 
Kintra.
BeltexX: 141p  Ardbeg
CheviotX: 164p  Kilbride
Cross: 152p  Leorin  143p  Grulinbeg  
141p  Pairc A Chlassan
Mule: 136p  Ballachlaven
Blackface: 134p  Tarbert Estate  133p  
Lorgbaw and Ceannacroic  132p  
Keppols, Kinnabus and Kinndrochaid
131p  Leorin  130p Uiskentuie and 
Kindrochaid.

DALMALLY 
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £51.80 Glenshellach 
TexelX: £50 Glenshellach  £47 Acharn

£42.50 and £41.80  Barguillean
Blackface: £44 Ronachan Farms  
£41.50  Dunans  £40 Ronnachan Farms 
and Barguillean £38  Dunans  £36.50  
Achnacarron  £36.00 – Fearnoch  £35.50 

Ewes
Cross: £50 Brenchoille  £47 Dall  £46 
Barrachander  £45 Dall Farm  £43 Craig  
£41 Lochuisge and Fuinary
Blacface: £53 Dall  £44 Tullochcan.
Rams
Texel: £110(2) and £100  Tullochcan
Prices per kilo
Lambs
SuffolkX: 155p  Brenchoille  142p High 
Carse
TexelX: 161p  Brenchoille  159p  Garvachy  

Barguillean.

Mule: 148p – Garvachy
Blackface: 154p – Barguillean  147p  
Ronnachan Farms  146p  Achnacarron and 
Dunans  143p  Dunans  141p  Blarghour  
138p Ronnachan Farms and Fearnoch  

High Dunasherry.

FORT WILLIAM              
Dingwall and Highland 
Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg – Traigh Farm, and 
Strathaird Farms, Broadford, £460, Traigh 
Farm, 251.4p; 
201-250kg – Traigh Farm, £600, Isle of 
Canna, 259.4p; 
251-300kg – Blarachourainn Estate, 
and Isle of Canna, £620, Isle of Canna, 
228.8p;
301-350kg – Aberchalder, Invergarry, 
£780, 234.9p; 
351-400kg – Aberchalder, £800, 224.1p; 
401-450kg – Aberchalder, £820, 198.1p; 
501-550kg – Balmaglaster, £870, 165.1p. 
Heifers up to 200kg – Fersit, Roy Bridge, 
and Dunlichity, Farr, £440, Dunlichity, 
235.3p;
201-250kg – Balmaglaster, £560, Tigh 

Airigh, Fort William, 232.1p; 
251-300kg – Aberchalder, £605, Kinloid, 
218.3p;
301-350kg – Balmaglaster, £645, 211.5p; 
351-400kg – Aberchalder, £670, 188.7p.
OTM

(ShoX), £675; Ochilbank, (AAX), £635; 
Laig Farm, Isle of Eigg, £625.
Moy Farm, Banavie, (SimX), 100.8p; 
Laig Farm, (AAX), 98.9p; Moy Farm, 
(LimX), 98.5p.
Clean bullocks and heifers: Kildonan 
Farm, Isle of Eigg, (AAX), £585; 9 Sasaig, 
Sleat, (WSX), £570.
Drimsallie, Kinlocheil, (Lim), 125.2p; 
Kildonan, (AAX), 101.2p.
Breeding cattle
Cow with male calf: Knockie Estate, 
Whitebridge, (Lim), £1000; 4 Lower 
Scotstown, Strontian, (BBX), £840.
Cow with heifer calf: Glen Gloy Farms, 
(LimX), £800; Knockie Estate, (LimX), 
£700.
Cow in calf: Knock Estate, (LimX), 
£860.
Heifer in calf: Ardnamurchan Estate, 
(LimX), £990.

DINGWALL                       
Dingwall and Highland 
Marts
Hill Cheviots
Shearlings: Brackside, Reay, £1,400; 
Rhifail Farms, and Blairbuie, Achiltibuie, 
£700; South Balkeith, £600. 
Two shear: Whitchesters, Hawick, £1,800; 
Knockendon, Dalry, £1,500; Hethpool, 
Wooler, £1,300. 
Three shear: Torrish Estate, £1,000; 
Achentoul Farms, £800; Achentoul Farms, 
and Hownam Grange, Kelso, £650. 
Four shear: Badanloch Estate, £900; 
Keppoch Farm, £800; Naddle Farm, 
Bampton, £550. 
Five shear: Balnakeil, £750; Elsdonburn, 
Wooler, £500. 

DINGWALL                          
Dingwall and Highland 
Marts
Gimmers:
Cheviot – Castle of Mey Trust, £145; 
Assynt Mains, £130; 2 Skelpick, Bettyhill, 
£86;
TexelX – Windward, Cullicudden, £96; 

SuffX – Auchvaich, Kiltarlity, £90; 
Blackface – 2 Camusterrach, Applecross, 
£85.
Correct ewes: 

Kinlochewe, and Assynt Mains, £102; 
Coulags, Strathcarron, £90; 

Farms, Thurso, £66; 
Charmoise – Bindal, Portmahomack, 
£80;
SuffolkX – Glastullich Farm, Nigg 
Station, £76; 30-32 Tomich, Beauly, £68; 
Assynt Mains, £58; 
Cross – Achalone, Thurso, £64; Coulags, 
£61;
Mule – Scrabster Farms, £61; Castlecraig, 
Nigg, £57.50; 
Suffolk – Park House, Fleucharry, £56.
Broken mouth ewes: 
Cheviot – 4 Broomhill, Delny, £68; 
Culrain Mains, Ardgay, £61; Achagour, 
Glenferness, £58; 
SuffolkX – 1 Newmore, Muir of Ord, £65; 
Park House, £57; Dell of Killiehuntly, 
Kingussie, £54; 
Charmoise – 1 Newmore, £64; 
TexelX – Dell of Killiehuntly, £61.
Feeding ewes: 

Killiehuntly, £66; 12 Airdens, Bonar 
Bridge, £61; 

Broomhill, Delny, £72; Balmacaan, 
Drumnadrochit, £70; 
SuffolkX – Inshes Farm, Inverness, £68; 
Dell of Killiehuntly, £63; 
Charmoise – 1 Newmore, £63.
Lambs:
SuffolkX – Balnabruich, Ardgay, £52; 
CharollaisX – 30-32 Tomich, £50; 
Cross – Guisachan, £50; 
Cheviot – Culleave, Ardgay, £49; 
TexelX – Craggiemore Farm, Daviot, 
£48;
Blackface – 1 Obbe Road, Leverburgh, 
£39.
Wedders: 
Cheviot – Balmacaan, £68; 
TexelX – Invercharron, Ardgay, £63; 
SuffolkX – Fendom, Tain, £56.
Feeding rams: 
Texel – Lieurary Mains, Thurso, £79; 
Cheviot – Home Farm, Dundonnell, £70; 
SuffolkX – Balmacaan, £70.

DINGWALL       
Dingwall and Highland 

Marts
Heifer with male calf: SimX – Birchwood,
£1,900; ShoX – Achley Farm, £1,850. 
Heifer with heifer calf: ShoX – Achley 
Farm, £1,900; SimX – Birchwood, 
£1,850.
Cow with male calf: Lim – Birchwood, 
£1,500; CharX – 16 Balvaird, Muir of 
Ord, £1,250; SimX – Birchwood, £1,220; 
ShoX – Scouriemore, £1,100. 
Cow with heifer calf: SimX – Birchwood, 
£1,500; BG – Scouriemore, £1,400; BBX 
– 67 Balvraid, Dornoch, £1,100; LimX 
– 67 Balvraid, £950; BSH – Inverpolly, 
Ullapool, £920. 
In calf heifers: ShoX – Culmill, £1,880; 
SimX – Muirhead, Cromarty, £1,850; 
BBX – Culmill, £1,750; Lim – Muirhead, 
£1,700; BSH – 2 Eynort, Carbost, and 
Muirhead, £1,650; AAX – Muirhead, 
£1,450; LuiX – 2 Eynort, £1,200; Hgh 
– The Croft, Nairn, £1,000.
In calf cows: SimX – 13 Balemore, 
Lochmaddy, £1,100; LimX – 67 Balvraid, 
£980; ShoX – Dunmaglass Estate, Dores, 
£950; AA – 14 Port Henderson, Gairloch, 
£900.
Bulls: Sim – 15 Achnairn, Shinness, 
£1,500; Lim – 87 Bualudubh, Carnan, 
£1,100; BSH – Breakachy, Laggan, 
£1,100.
Bulling heifers: Sim – Blackford Farm, 
£1,400; SimX – Borlum, Scaniport, 
£1,150; BBX – Eilburn, Conon Bridge, 
£1,080; Sho – Eilburn, £980; Lui – 
Inverbrora, Brora, £880; CharX – Eilburn, 
£760.
Highland heifer calves: 5 Brue, £800 
(twice), £750.

STIRLING                       
United Auctions
Bullocks: Up to 250kgs  Polqyhairn £595, 
247.8p Catslackburn; 
251-300kgs  Grove £765, 273.6p;
301-350kgs Low Dunashery £940, 
271.7p;
351-400kgs  Glenrath £865, 226.4p; 
401-450kgs  Bridgehouse £830, 200.5p 
Killellan;
451-500kgs Lawriesmuir £860, 
Bridgehouse 183.6p 
Heifers: Up to 250kg  Braendam £585, 

301-350kgs Low Dunashery £900, 
284.8p; 351-400kgs South Fallaknowe 
£735,205.3p;

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 4,675 
breeding ewes and lambs 
at Dingwall last Thursday 
when breeding and feeding 
sheep met the dearest trade 
of the season.

Gimmers averaged £92.22 
and sold to £165 for Cheviots 
from Castle of Mey Trust, 
Longoe, Mey.

Correct ewes averaged 
£56.60 and sold to £168 for 

Farm, Tain while broken 
mouth ewes averaged £41.46 
and sold to £83 for Cheviots 

Feeding ewes averaged 
£44.76 and sold to £86 
for a Texel cross from 3 
Balnabeen, Conon Bridge.

Lambs averaged £42.12 
and sold to £53 twice for 
a Cross from Guisachan, 
Conon Bridge, and a Cheviot 
from Inver Croft, Tain.

Rams sold to £170 for a 
Suffolk from Assynt Mains, 
Evanton.

Wedders averaged £42.26 
and sold to £74 for a Mule 
from Scotsburn Farm, 
Kildary.

UNITED Auctions 
sold 5451 prime sheep 
including 4241 lambs 
averaging 137.6p (+1.8p)
and 1,210 ewes and rams 
at Stirling last Thursday.

Texel lambs from 
Loanhead of Duchally 
sold to £71.50, with 
Beltex from Easter 
Ochtermuthill to £67.50.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 674 weaned calves 
and store cattle, 28 over 30 month (OTM) cattle and 57 
breeding cattle at Fort William last Saturday when all classes 
continued to sell at recent high rates.

Bullocks averaged 196.9p and sold to 259.7p per kg for a 
pair of 231kg Limousin crosses from Traigh Farms, Arisaig, 
and £870 for a 527kg Charolais cross from Balmaglaster, 
Spean Bridge.

Heifers averaged 186.7p and sold to 244.2p per kg for a pen 
of 217kg Simmental crosses from Kinloid, Arisaig and £700 
for a 419kg Aberdeen Angus cross from 2 Unachan, Spean 
Bridge.

Young bulls averaged 165.7p and sold to 243.8p per kg for a 
160kg Limousin cross from 3 Torrin, Broadford, and £435 for 
a pair of 265kg Aberdeen Angus crosses from 4 Glasnakille, 
Broadford.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,080 for an in calf Limousin cross 
heifer from Ardnamurchan Estate, Kilchoan.

OTM cows averaged 86.9p and sold to 101.7p per kg for 
a 575kg Aberdeen Angus cross from Kildonan Farm, Isle of 
Eigg, and £685 for a 700kg Aberdeen Angus from Glendoe 
Estate, Fort Augustus.

OTM bulls sold to 70.1p per kg and £505 for a 720kg 
Highland from Benarty, Broadford.

OTM clean bullocks and heifers averaged 111.2p and sold to 
128.7p per kg for a 443kg Shorthorn cross from Sasaig, Isle of 
Skye, and £800 for a 639kg Limousin cross from Drimsallie, 
Kinlocheil.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd, sold 524 rams at 
its annual show and sale of 
Hill Cheviots at Dingwall 
last Friday when good, 
strong sheep met a very 
keen demand whilst lesser 
grown sheep still made 
satisfactory prices.

The sale average for the 
524 sold was £371, up £86 
on the year.

Overall champion 
The overall champion 

was a two shear from 
Mid Gruinards, Ardgay, 
which realised £1,000 
to the Achentoul Farms, 
Kinbrace.

The reserve champion 
award went to a shearling 
from Rhifail Farms, 
Strathnaver, realising 
£4,100 to Messrs A. & D. 
Renwick, Keppoch Farm, 
Dundonnell.

Two shears sold to £2,800 

gross from Kelsocleugh, 
Yetholm. Three shears 
sold to £1,450 from 22 
Badluarach, Dundonnell 
and four shears sold to 
£2,000 from Balnakeil, 
Durness.

Five shears sold to £900 
from Balnakeil.

at its second continental ram 
sale of the year at Dingwall 
last Friday.

Charollais sold to £480 for 
a shearling from Whitebog, 
Rosemarkie while Bluefaced 
Leicesters sold to £650 for a 
shearling from Greenlands 
Farm, Arabella.

Suffolks sold to £520 for a 
ram lamb from Galcantray 
Farm, Cawdor and Texels 
sold to £650 twice for 
shearlings from Vetigar, 
Tankerness.

Beltex sold to £450 for a 
shearling from Runachloie, 

Gruids while Crosses sold 
to £450 for a Suffolk cross 
shearling from Stonyford, 
Tarland.

Lleyn sold to £300 for a 
shearling from Todholes, 
Thurso and a Millenium 
Blue sold to £200 for a 
shearling from Easter 
Aberchalder, Gorthleck.

Breeding cattle 
On Monday, Dingwall and 

Highland Marts Ltd sold 230 
adult breeding cattle when 
strong well bred heifers met 
an extremely keen demand, 
all other classes sold at 
highly satisfactory rates.

Heifers with male 
calves sold to £2,150 for 
a Shorthorn cross from 
Achley Farm, Dornoch, 
with the same home selling 
heifers with heifer calves 
to £1,950 for another 
Shorthorn cross. 

Cows with male calves 

sold to £1,950 for a 
Limousin cross cow from 
67 Balvraid, Dornoch while 
cows with heifer calves 
sold to £1,650 twice for a 
Limousin cross cow from 
Birchwood, Dornoch, and a 
Simmental cross cow from 
Scouriemore, Dornoch.

In-calf heifers sold to 
£1,980 for a Shorthorn cross 
from Culmill, Kiltarlity and 
in-calf cows sold to £1,400 
for a Highland cow from 
5 Brue, Barvas, Isle of 
Lewis.

Bulls sold to £2,000 for a 
Limousin from Kinnahaird 
Farm, Contin.

Bulling heifers sold to 
£1,500 twice for Simmentals 
from Blackford Farm, 
Croy.

Highland heifers sold to 
£3,000 for a 19 month old 
from 19 Brue, Barvas, Isle 
of Lewis.

UNITED Auctions sold 2,376 lambs and sheep at Dalmally 
Auction Mart when all classes of lambs met the dearest trade 
of the season at this centre.

The entry of lambs consisted mainly of second and third 
draws and Crosses sold to £51.80 for Suffolk’s from Miss 
A MacLarty, Glenshellach.   Blackfaces sold to £44 from 
Ronnachan Farms.

Breeding sheep sold at keen rates and to £53 for Blackfaces 
from M/s Taylor, Dall, Killin.  

Texel ram lambs from Miss Donna MacKenzie, Tullochan, 
Loch Tay side, sold to £110 twice. 

Texel cross lambs from Brenachoille sold to 161 pence per 
kilo whilst Blackfaces from Barguillen sold at 154 pence.

UNITED Auctions had 
forward 543 breeding cattle 
at Stirling on Saturday when 
the recent high demand 
for quality breeding cattle 
continued.

Heifers with bull calves 
at foot sold to £3,300 for a 
Limousin cross from West 
Thomaston, and the same 
home sold a cross Limousin 
heifer with heifer calf at foot 
to £2,800.
 Woodhead of Mailer sold 
Aberdeen Angus cross 
heifers with bull calf and 
with heifer calves to £2300, 
while Achavoulig (BB), 
Little Kilchattan (ContX),  
and Chartershall (AAX) 

sold heifers with bull calves 
to £2100, with Achavoulig 
(ContX) and  Little Kilchattan 
(ContX) selling heifers with 
heifer calves to £2,050.

Cows and bull calf at foot 
sold to £2,300 for a Limousin 
cross from Upper Spittalton. 
Uigle, Kintyre sold a 
Simmental cross to £1,400 
while cows with heifer 
calves at foot sold to £1,950 
for a Limousin cross from 
Spittalton, with Glenlyon 
selling to £1,700 and £1,300.

Heifers in calf sold to 
£1,520 from Auchuara while 
bulling heifers sold to £1,080 
and £1050 for Simmental 
crosses from Langraw.

Blackrock
feeding ewes 
set new
record in Islay
UNITED Auctions held 
a sale of 3,657 lambs and 
sheep at Bridgend, Islay.  

All classes continued to sell 

prices set for Texel feeding 
ewes sold from Messrs 
McCormick, Blackrock 
when their consignment sold 
to £100 to Mr Duncan Low, 
Aberdeen.

A pen of 244 Cheviot 

Kilbride, weighing 29 kilo’s 
sold at £47.50 (1.64 pence 

Shropshire.
A pen of Suffolk cross 

lambs from Messrs 
McMillan, Eorrabus sold at 
£65 per head to Messrs F 
Errington & Sons, Penrith. 

Stirling
prime sale

Dingwall sale 
hits new high 
for feeding 
sheep

Traigh cross Limousins sell to 
259.7p per kilo at Fort William

Heifers to £3,300 at Stirling

Dalmally sheep sale meets 
dearest trade of the season

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd sold 888 
suckled calves, store, 
breeding and over 30 month 
cattle at their annual sale 
at Oban on Tuesday when 
all classes achieved a 

Bullocks averaged 
£460.04, and 180.1p per 

kilo, a rise of £124 on the 
year, selling to 242p per 
kilo for a 190kg Limousin 
from Soroba, Ardfern and 
to £830 for a pair of 580kg 
Limousins from Lonban, 
Isle of Coll.

Heifers averaged £517, 
221p, a rise of £195 on the 
year, selling to 375p per 

kilo for a pair of 240kg 
Simmental cross Luing from 
Scammadale, Kilninver and 
to £900 for 240kg pair of 
Simmental cross Luings, 
also from Scammadale.

Heifers with calves at foot 
averaged £1,320 and sold 
to £1,700 for a Simmental 
heifer with bull calf at foot 

from Glenshelloch, Oban.
Heifers in-calf averaged 

£1,120, selling to £1,500 
for a Simmental heifer in-
calf to a Limousin bull from 
Cairnbhan, North Connel.

Bulling heifers averaged 
£815, selling to £1,320 for 
a Luing from Slaterich, Isle 
of Kerrera.

UNITED Auctions sold 
1,604 suckled calves and 
3,239 breeding sheep at 
Stirling on Monday.
At a show prior to the 
sale, Limousins from 
Low Dunasherry took 
champion and reserve.

Bullocks averaged 
219.2p and sold to 
273.6p per kg for a 
288kg Charolais cross 
from Grove Farms 
and £940 for a 346kg 
Limouisn cross from 
Low Dunashery.

Heifers averaged 
200.6p and sold to 
338.6p per kg for a 
254kg Sim-Luing from 

a Limouisn cross from 
Low Dunashery
Champion: Low Dunashery 
£940
Reserve: Low Dunashery £900
Charolais bullock
1, 2 and 3 Glenrath £865, £830, 
£800
Charolais heifer
1 Catslackburn £645
2 and 3 Glenrath £650, £630
Limousin bullock
1 Low Dunashery £940
2 Garrick £755
3 Bridgehouse £830
Limousin heifer
1 Low Dunashery £900
2 Catslackburn £625

Texel cross cross 
gimmers from Ardgifen 
and Greenhills  sold to 
£133 and £117 while 
Blackface gimmers from  
Shenlarich sold to £115, 
and Lurg £91.

One-crop and two-crop 
Blackface ewes from 
Ben Lomond sold to £92, 
with three-crop from the 
same home  to £65.

Dunasherry 
Limousins
are Stirling 
champions
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There was plenty of interest around the ringside at Oban Livestock Centre on Tuesday when Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) sold a strong entry of suckled calves, breeding cattle and over 30 month cattle 16-t44mart03

Strathnaver Cheviot is Dingwall champion

Market reports

Scammadale Sim/Luing heifers 
sell to 375p per kilo at Oban

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Sheep wintering 
available for 
150 head on 

ungrazed pasture
Strathspey area
Tel 01479 851324 
or 0772 0911 248

A.A. MCINTYRE
POULTRY

Point of lay Pullets, Kaki 
Campbell Ducks, Geese, 

Meat Chicks, Cobbs 
and Hubbards d/o and 
growers, also Cherry 
Valley Meat Ducks

Poultry Housing 
and equipment

Delivery all areas
Tel: 01292 591266 
or 07779 311149

Curtainsider and 
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TO LETFOR SALE

WANTED

COMMERCIAL

LONG 
TERM LET
Ellenabeich, Easdale
2 bedroom cottage, 

£450 p.c.m.
council tax plus bills
no smokers, D.S.S.

Telephone 
02392 553433.

TO LET
In Oban

Small well furnished 
flat with view.

Available 
November to 
Non smoking 
professional.

Dep. & Ref. please
Tel: 07975589499

FORT WILLIAM
3 Bedroom 
unfurnished

house, available 
6 month,

£650 pcm + bond.
Apply in writing stating per-
sonal details, employment 
history & rental referees to 
morgan@activ8.net.au

House To Let
Dunbeg

1 Bedroom semi-detached
Furnished, 

garden, parking
No D.S.S. or pets

Dep. & Ref. required
£440 pcm + C/Tax 

& Bills

Tel: 01631 710737 or 
07887530726

Single Self 
Contained Bedsit 

in Oban
£85 p/w to include, 

electricity, gas, c/tax 
and parking.
Telephone 

07778534080 to 
arrange viewing
Sorry no D.S.S

2 Bedroom Lochside 
home to rent on 
brand new luxury 

development in Fort 
William

Fully furnished and 
immaculate throughout.

£750.00 p.c.m.
No Smokers or pets please.

References required.
Please call 01397 701702/ 

07789076689 Julia

The Oban Esplanade, 

2 Bed unfurnished ground floor flat, 

6 month’s let, 

£515 pcm.  Sale Price circa. £210,000.

3 bed unfurnished flat, Soroba Area, 

£460 pcm. Sale circa £85,000 

Contact 21st Century 

Tel 0141 424 4444

LAGGANBEG, SCAMMADALE, BY OBAN

Stone built detached cottage with additional extensions, situated in approximately 
one acre of land with steadings. 12 miles south of Oban. Fabulous views from 
elevated position overlooking Loch Scammadale.  
Accommodation - open plan  kitchen ( Aga) / dining , two sitting rooms, three 
double bedrooms, two bathrooms, utility. Oil fired central heating, solar panels.

For further information please telephone: 01546 870221 
or E.mail: lagganbegcottage@yahoo.co.uk

Offers in the region of £270,000
OFFERS CLOSING 10th NOVEMBER 2009

SCOTLAND’S west coast 

Reductions in catches 

-

Stroke patient urges 
FAST thinking

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 

Main Street, Inveraray
Recently upgraded B&B in prime 
town centre location.

Commercial

Offers over £260,000.

Properties
available to 
rent on a Short 
Assured Tenancy 
for a minimum 
period of 6 
months

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

• 3 Bedroom house 
(pictured above). 
Newly refurbished to 
high standard. Located 
near Bridge of Orchy
Rent £750 p.c.m

• 2 Bedroom apartment, 
Achnacarry, 
near Spean Bridge
Rent £525 p.c.m

• 1 Bedroom apartment, 
Killiechonate,
Spean Bridge
Rent £275 p.c.m

For further information please contact Bidwells: 
01397 702433
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COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949 SINGLE MOORING: 
GLENUIG BAY, SOUND OF ARISAIG

Notice is hereby given that Ian Johnston has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast 
Protection Act 1949, as amended by the section 36 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1988, to install a new mooring in Glenuig Bay:

Description Latitude Longitude
Mooring 56 49.973N 05 48.984W

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Lochailort Post Office, Lochailort, Inverness-shire, PH38 4LZ

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, 
Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 28 days of 
the date of this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\2\5\397
Ian Johnston, Pine Trees, Whitton, Morpeth, Northumberland

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND 
BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, 
FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building 
Standards Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the 
date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal 
should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or 
body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

09/00387/FULLO Loch Lochy 1.4km Variation of condition 1 of planning Spean Bridge Post Office
North East of Mucomir permission LO/1994/0254 to change (14 days)
Gairlochy species of fish from Rainbow Trout
Spean Bridge to Salmon and/or Rainbow Trout

09/00403/FULLO Site 60m North East of Erection of house Mallaig Service Point
Ivy Cottage  (14 days)
Inverie,  Knoydart

09/00410/FULLO Hillview Guest House Demolition of existing single Lochaber Area Planning
23-24 Achintore Road storey extension and erection & Building Standards Office
Fort William of new two storey extension (14 days)

09/00412/FULLO Mayfield Extension to house Roy Bridge Post Office
Bunroy (14 days)
Roy Bridge

09/00414/FULLO Tigh Na Mara Parking space for up to 10 vehicles Acharacle Post Office
Salen which will be available to (14 days)
Acharacle Salen Village Hall users
PH36 4JN

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, 

Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015  Fax: (01397) 707022  
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

GOODS VEHICLE
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Scott Cameron, trading as CC Plant, of Caolasna-
con, Kinlochleven, Argyll, PH50 4RJ, is applying to 
change an existing licence to keep an extra goods 
vehicle and one trailer at the operating centre at 
Caolasnacon.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 

Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice.  Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice.  A Guide to Making Representations is 

Lodge St.Modan No.985
Special meeting to be held 

on 4th.November 
@ 7:45pm in 

Masonic Lodge, Taynuilt
E.A. Degree

Regular meeting to be held 
on 18th.November 

@ 7:45 in 
Masonic Lodge, Taynuilt

F.C. Degree to be conferred 
by Oban Commercial 

No.180
A.O.C.B.

TEST FEES DUE

GOODS VEHICLE
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Argyll Haulage trading as Argyll Haulage of MRC 
Barcaldine Ltd, Oban, Argyll PA37 1SE is applying to 
change an existing licence as follows. 
To keep one trailer at the operating centre at MRC 
Barcaldine Ltd, Oban, Argyll PA37 1SE. 
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 

Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representations is available from 

Martin Conway and Mrs 
Elizabth Soraya Conway have 
applied to decroft part of the 
croft at 10, 11 & 12 Upper 
Scotstown Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart extending to 0.2ha for 
the purpose of providing the 
site of a dwellinghouse.
Ref:  4.86.20629

Ewen MacLean Campbell 
has applied to decroft part of 
the croft at 74A Camaghael 
Kilmallie extending to 0.098ha 
for the purpose of providing the 
site for a dwellinghouse.
Ref:  4.86.20640

If you are a crofter, shareholder 
or owner of a croft in the 
township you may submit 
comments on the proposals 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Castle Wynd, 
Inverness IV2 3EQ or info@
crofterscommission.org.uk, by 
13 November 2009 quoting the 
above case number.  

A copy of any valid comments 
will be served on the applicant. 

Freshwater Hatchery Assistant Vacancy
Salary Dependent on Experience
40 hours per week, with additional stand by duties 
An exciting opportunity has arisen within our company for a ‘Freshwater Hatchery 
Assistant’ who as part of a small team will assist their colleagues in building strong 
key relationships and ensuring a safe working environment for all. The position will 
be based at Ardtaraig, near Dunoon, West Scotland.

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standard of operations possible. Candidates 
should be active, self motivated, mature minded people with excellent team working 
and communication skills, along with a commitment for delivering results. Computer 
literacy and a technical aptitude is advantageous, as is possession of a current, 
clean driving licence. 

If you feel you have the experience required to contribute to a progressive, 
results orientated company then please send your application to:
Vicci Laird, Human Resources Manager, Mainstream Scotland, Crowness 
Point, Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1RG.
Electronic applications welcomed – vicci.laird@mainstreamscotland.com
Closing date for this vacancy is 09 November 2009.

Public Meeting 
All businesses in Oban and District are invited to attend 

a public meeting to investigate 
Oban becoming a BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (BIDS). 
The guest speaker will include Mr Ian Davidson Porter 

(Project Director BIDS Scotland). 

In The Argyllshire Gathering Halls
On Wednesday the 4th November

At 7pm

Wind Turbine Technicians - Kintyre Peninsula

The B9 Energy group of Companies develops and operates renewable 
energy projects and B9 Energy O&M Ltd is the UK and Ireland’s largest 
independent wind farm Operation and Maintenance Company.  Due 
to recently acquired and potential future contracts we wish to appoint 
additional Wind Turbine Technicians. The positions are for wind farms 
in the Kintyre Peninsula area.
The principal duties of a Wind Turbine Technician are to: carry out 
site operational and maintenance duties including both scheduled and 
unscheduled turbine maintenance; respond to breakdown calls; site 
safety and environmental management. 
Candidates must have an HNC or equivalent in mechanical or electrical 
engineering and experience in an electro/mechanical/hydraulic 
engineering environment. Experience in an engineering environment 
is essential.  For these positions candidates must possess a full 

the wind farms are in relatively remote locations. The candidates must 

weather conditions.  The candidates must also be able to demonstrate 

An application form and additional information can be obtained from 
the company’s website www.b9energy.co.uk or by applying in writing 
or telephoning:
The Personnel Department
B9 Energy O&M Ltd
Willowbank Road
Millbrook Industrial Estate
Larne
Co. Antrim BT40 2SF
Tel:  028 2826 3900

The closing date for completed application forms is 
Friday 6 November 2009.

B9 Energy O&M Ltd is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Harness 
Nature’s
Power

Scotgold Resources Ltd
Cononish Gold Mine, Cononish Farm, Tyndrum

Town and Country Planning [Development Management Procedure 
[Scotland] Regulations 2008 – Advertisement of Public Event

Scotgold Resources Ltd are preparing to submit a planning application to 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Planning Authority for a 
revision of the extraction and processing operations at Cononish Gold Mine 
which were originally permitted in 1996.
In accordance with the above Regulations two public events will be held in the 
Village Hall in Tyndrum on Thursday 12th November 2009 and Wednesday 
2nd December 2009.  The venue will be open from 10.30am to 09.00pm.  
Copies of all plans and reports relevant to the proposal will be available for 
viewing and representatives from Scotgold Resources Ltd and planning and 
environmental consultants from Dalgleish Associates Ltd will be available to 
answer questions on all aspects of the proposal.
For parties unable to attend the public event, information may be obtained 
from Dalgleish Associates Ltd, Cathedral Square, Dunblane, FK15 
OAH, by telephone on 01786 822339 or by email to karen.dalgleish@
dalgleishassociates.co.uk or rob.latimer@dalgleishassociates.co.uk.
Comment sheets will be available at the public event for any members of the 
public or interested parties who wish to make written comment.  Alternatively 
written comments, in relation to the newspaper advertisement or the proposal, 
may be sent by letter or email to Dalgleish Associates Ltd no later than 16th 
December 2009.
Please note that this is a pre-application consultation and that any comments 
made at this stage should be directed to the applicants and will be considered 

comments made to the applicants are not representations to the planning 
authority.  When the applicants submit the application to Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park Planning Authority there will be an opportunity for 

to the planning authority.

Dougarie Estate Isle of Arran

House Keeper Required
Duties include some weekend work 

servicing holiday houses.

Must be driver and dog lover. Good salary 
plus self-contained flat offered.

Apply in writing to www.office@dougarie.com

BUYER/STORE PERSON
REQUIRED

COMPUTER SKILLS 
PREFERRED

APPLICATIONS IN WRITING OR C.V. TO:-
MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION LTD
KILMORY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

LOCHGILPHEAD
PA31 8RR

e-mail – jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20 (1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other document submitted with 
them may be:
Examined at  Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR  between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Monday to Friday 
and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll–bute.gov.uk and clicking on online planning applications.
Written comments for the following applications may be made to Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AR by the 19th November 2009 for the following list of application for planning permission.

•Ref No: 09/01212/PP
Applicant: Mr R Connelly
Proposal: Erection of two storey extensions to flatted properties
Site Address: Glendee, Dunollie Road, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 5PJ

•Ref No: 09/01233/PP
Applicant: AAA Argyll Animal Aid
Proposal: Erection of shed (Retrospective)
Site Address: Cattery, Achabeg, Acha, Balvicar, Isle of Seil, Oban

•Ref No: 09/01348/PPP
Applicant: Mr Andrew Towers Roberts
Proposal: Erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Cleigh Mill, Kilmore, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4XT

•Ref No:09/01353/PP
Applicant: Roger Barrett and Kimbra Johnson
Proposal: Erection of two storey dwellinghouse
Site Address: The Anchorage Whinbank,  Clachan Seil, Isle of Seil, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4TW

•Ref No: 09/01371/PP
Applicant: Arqiva Limited
Proposal: Installation of 1 x 0.75 dish antenna and a feeder gantry
Site Address: Mast at Cnoc Mor East of Portnahaven, Portnahaven, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute

•Ref No: 09/01451/AMSC
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association
Proposal: Approval of conditions 1-12 relative to outline consent reference 05/00069/OUT for the erection of 32 
dwellinghouses and 8 flats.
Site Address: Former NHS Site, Ganavan Road, Oban, Argyll and Bute

•Ref No: 09/01520/PPP
Applicant: Simmers and Co
Proposal: Site for the erection of 8 no 1 bedroom flats
Site Address: Simmers Car Park, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4AL
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9am and 5pm 
at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries. 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at the 
location given below, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead and   Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AR and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days 
of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number 
in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01337/PP 
Applicant: James Culbert Pettigrew
Proposal: Erection of dormer window, rooflight and enlargement of existing window
Site Address: 48 Cullipool Isle of Luing Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4UB
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Cullipool
Listed Building/Conservation Advert

•Ref No: 09/01201/PP 
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Roy
Proposal: Change of Use of 2no.self catering units into one and formation of entrance porch.
Site Address: Lorgba Cottages Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura

•Ref No: 09/01425/PP 
Applicant: Mr James Monaghan
Proposal: Proposed extension and alterations to existing shellfish processing unit
Site Address: The Old School School Street Port Ellen Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither 
will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

OPERATIONAL SERVICES
(QUEENS PARK PLACE AND STATION ROAD, OBAN) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)(No.2) ORDER 2009
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as 
amended, subject to the consent from Scottish Ministers as required under Section 16B (6) of the said Act, the effect 
of which will be that for a temporary period, on the occasion of the switching on of the Christmas lights, no person 
shall drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through 
the entire lengths of Queens Park Place and Station Road, Oban. 
The Order, which is necessary to facilitate the holding of the event, shall have effect when indicated by signs 
between 1400 hours and 2200 hours on Saturday 21st November 2009.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

Andrew R Law, Director of Operational Services, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

SHERI’S HEADQUARTERS
Is expanding to Fort William

We require
Experienced Stylists

Full/Part Time
Apprentice for Fort William 

& Kinlochleven
Send CV in confidence to:

Sheri Murphy
Stevenson Terrace, Leven RD

Kinlochleven PH50 4RP
or Tel 01855 831297

OFFICE CLEANER 
REQUIRED

Hours and pay 
negotiable.

Please apply in 
writing to:-

McFadyens
Contractors Ltd

Glebe Street
Campbeltown

PA28 6JJ
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford 
dealer for new and used sales, 

service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors 
North Road 
Fort William 

Tel: 01397 700110

59 Ford Transit 280 SWB 85ps White Wood Lined Choice of 3 ...................................................... £11,495+VAT+RFL

59 Ford Transit Connect 1.8 TDCi Sport Performance Blue Alloy Wheels Sports Pack..................... £11,495+VAT+RFL

59 Ka Style 1.2 3dr Black New Model £35 road tax Central Locking Electric windows........................................£8,595

58 Seat Ibiza SC 1.6 Sport 3 door in White Immaculate Car Stunning only 7k miles  .......................................£10,495

08 Ford Focus ST3 5dr Colorado Red Full Leather Recaro Interior only 7,500 miles 1 owner...........................£15,995

08 Ford Focus 2.0TDCi Zetec 3dr Black Privacy Glass Stunning Performance with Economy............................ £11,495

08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5dr A/C alloy wheels remote control locking........................................................£9,995

08 Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec 5dr Black Sports Pack...................................................................................................£9,495

58 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 3dr Panther Black  5,200 miles.................................................................................£12,995

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5dr Ocean Blue A/C Alloy Wheels Quickclear Windscreen.................................................. £10,995

57 Mini Cooper Convertible 3dr  British Racing Green  5,000 miles..................................................................£12,995

07 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Panther Black Remote Central Locking Elec Windows .........................................£6,995

56 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique S 3dr Silver New Shape....................................................................................... £7,495

56 Ford Transit Connect TDCi  Blue only 17,000 miles .............................................................................£5,995 + VAT

06 Ford Mondeo 2.2 TDCi 155 ST 5 dr Hatchback Performance Blue Recaro Interior only 32,000 miles ......................£9995

06 Ford Focus 2.5 ST3 Performance Blue 5dr Full Leather Recaro Interior only 25,000 miles ........................£12,995

04 Ford Focus Zetec 5dr Moondust Silver Alloys CD Player................................................................................£4,895

05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr Black Alloy Wheels Air Conditioning .........................................................................£8,495

55 VW Golf GTi 5dr Black 18” Alloys Center Arm Rest only 33,000 miles .........................................................£13,995

02 Audi A2 1.6 FSi Sport 5dr Climate Control Alloy Wheels ................................................................................£4,995

02 BMW X5 3.0d Auto Silver Full Leather Xennon Headlamps Memory Seats Trip Computer............................£8,995

Xreg Peugeot 206 2.0 GTi 3 dr Silver only 44,000 miles stunning car and performance ...................................£2,995

AUTUMN EXTRAVAGANZA
Due to an exceptional September 

Ben Nevis Motors has many 
quality used cars

Land Rover & Trailer 
SALES & HIRE

Sales • Hire • Service • Finance

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com

Web: www.lixtoll.com

S&S Services Subaru Tel: 01292 880080/880440
www.sandsservices.co.ukOUR FANTASTIC DIESEL RANGE

Available for test 
drive now.
Incredible deals on 
08/09 Legacy and 
OutbackImpreza diesel

from £20,000
Forester diesel

from £20,875
Legacy diesel

from £23,295
Outback diesel

from £26,295

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced 
and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

04 Reg Vauxhall Corsa  1.3 Diesel, 41,000 miles, Blue ...... £4175
54 Reg Peugeot 206 1.4 Estate, 49,000 miles, Red ........... £3575

........
.........

02 Reg Renault Megane 1.4, 69,000 miles, Blue ............... £2250
.......... £1575
........ £1550

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

£1500 ono

2008 INDESPENSION TAV 3 BOX TRAILER
8FT x 5FT x 5FT carrying 
capacity 1068kg, as new 

condition.

Telephone: 
07900 808996

£4,950+VAT

110HP, very good order

Telephone: 
07747 016900

FORD 8210  4 WHEEL
DRIVE TRACTOR

£3,500 +VAT

2006, 1 year MOT, 6 months Tax, 45,000 miles, 
side door, wood lined, vgc

Telephone: 
07747 016900

RENAULT 
KANGOO VAN

£5,500 + VAT

Double cab, pick up, tow bar and canopy, 50, 000 
miles, light use only, MOT and Tax, VGC

Telephone: 
07747 016900

MITSUBISHI
L200

£1,000

ESCORT ESTATE
R reg, 83,000 miles, 
Petrol 1.4 encore, 

Tidy, 2 owners, MOT 
to 21/03/10, Tax to 

03/2010

Telephone: 
01631 562013

ARVOR 
230

£26,000 ono
Fitted with 130HP Nanni Diesel, 411hrs. Garmin GPS, Lowrance Fish Finder, Icom 

DSC VHF, trim Tabs, 2 Berth with gas cooker and heating, sea toilet, 2 berth. Very clean 
economical good seaboat for angling/cruising. 4 Wheel Galv trailer never  in the sea.

Tel: 07919804861 or 01478612661 (portree)

£950 ono

S REG SUBARU LEGACY LX
105,000 miles, Very good 
runner, 11 month MOT, 

TAX til Oct 31st

Telephone: 
07966 795554

NEWBRIDGE ECLIPSE
22 FT SAILING CRUISER

£3200 ono
Four Berth, Roller reefing Genoa and Slab reef mainsail 
- Owen Sails 1995/6, GPS, VHF, Sounder and Log, 4HP 

Johnson 4 stroke outboard. Trailer. Lying Tayvallich

Tel: 07554709290 or 01546 870647

£850 ono

VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN
2000 (V reg), 1.78 turbo 

diesel , 85,000 since new, 
Ex council van, 12 months 

MOT, 4 months tax, 4 
new tyres, Power steering, 
Very good on fuel, Good 

condition for year

Telephone: 
07799 164311

£3500

MITSUBISHI L200 4WORK
53 plate, good condition

MOT’d & Taxed.

Telephone: 
0797 962 5224

£525 ono

V REG  1999 CITROEN BERLINGO “MULTI”
5 seater, or good wee van

1 years MOT and 6 
months Tax

Good condition

Telephone: 
07748 324875 

(Arran)

£450

VAUXHALL VECTRA SALOON
1.8 LS, 16v, 1997 plate, 

67,000 miles, Black, 
MOT Feb, 2010, Tax end 
Jan, 2010, vgc for age, 

bargain

Telephone: 
01866 833218

£4,500

VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE
March 2006, 1.4 16v Life 
5 door, 28k miles, MOT 
due March 2010, Taxed 
till end December 2009

Telephone: 
01770 600517 

Or Mob 07851698555 
(Arran) 2

£1,180ono

ABBEY AWARD DAYSTAR
2 berth, in good condition

Telephone: 
01631 720296 
day or 01631 

720225 evening

2



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

•CARPET CLEANING

Thursday 29 October, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

•FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

Hardwood split 
logs, 1.5tonne lorry 
load, delivered free 

Oban area, Mid 
and North Argyll, 

£85 per load. 

Telephone 
01838 200373

07827 014328
info@ecocarpetcleaning.net

call or text

Puts the life back into 
tired looking furniture

Tel: 07930346252 or 01389 721278

MOT failures, 
cash paid.

SCRAP CARS
WANTED

3

£950 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 306 1.8i
Petrol, 5 speed gearbox, 5 door hatch-
back. “R” (1997) plate, 85,000 miles, 
New brake disks, New wheel bearings, 
New tyres in last year, Metallic Blue, 6 

disc CD changer, 8 months MOT, 
Very good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 710401

2

HONDA FIREBLADE
2000 929CC

£3150
EXCELLENT CONDITION, GARAGED, 

18,394 MILES, MOT FEB,2010 TAX JAN.2010. 
MUST BE SEEN.

Tel: 01680 300514 2

N REG FORD TRANSIT
AMBULANCE

Offers
Diesel, full tax and MOT, 4 berth camper, 

sale due to illness

Tel: 01631 760337
2

£8300 + vat  ono

NISSAN NAVARA SE
Nov06 56reg  30,000 

miles fsh, good condition, 
cayman blue, cd,ew, ac

Telephone: 
01301702288
07747750627
email southpeak@

btinternet.com 2

£9,400 ono

2006, 4 berth, end toilet and shower, one owner, 
non-smoking, delivery mileage only to seasonal 
pitch at Ledaig Caravan Park, awning available

Telephone: 
07748731186 or 01786 463907

COMPASS
OMEGA 524

2

WANTED
ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009

ANY MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE, CONDITION CONSIDERED
INSTANT CASH PAYMENT.  

DISTANCE NO OBJECT, WILL TRAVEL.

Tel: Stephen 07751026953

2

£695 ono

New piston and barrel, new stickers, 
chain and sprockets.

Needs rear brake fixed. Good condition.

Telephone: 
01770 870377 (Arran)

GAS GAS TXT
280 2001

2

£4250 o.n.o.

MAZDA MX-5
X Reg 09/2000, MOT July 

2010, Tax Jan 2010, 
33,500 genuine mileage.  

Great Condition. 

Telephone: 
01583 431581

2

£1050 o.n.o.

DAZON RACING BUGGY
2005, Road Legal if 

MOT’d

Telephone: 
01586 820 474

2

ORKNEY
LONG LINER

4450 ONO

15hp four stroke Johnson. New last 
year Mariner 3.5 Auxiliary. New battery, 
Compass, Fish finder, DSC vhf, GPS (not 

plotter), Ancore with chain and warp,
Two Fishing rod holders, Hand Pump, 
Full overall cover, Spray cover, Trailer 

Bearings Checked with new spare 
wheel. All boats serviced and sold with 

a warranty so buy with confidence.

Contact Tim 07900 654862 
H 01546 830205

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

AFRICAN LADY smooth 

LAVA LAMP collectors 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

 BABY EQUIPMENT

MAMU PUSHCHAIR red 

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS
A U S T R A L I A N 
SHEPHERD PUPPIES 

 FIREARMS

 FREE AND SWAP

 FURNITURE
GENERATORS

GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS

PERSIAN CARPET 

HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

ASPEN BATH PANELS 

ICE CREAM MAKER 

LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER

 MARINE UNDER £250

 MISCELLANEOUS
ELECTRIC BLANKET 

 MOBILITY

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TOYS AND GAMES

SCRAP METAL 

WANTED 

 WANTED

Buyers should note where 
standardised silhouettes 

are used they do not 
accurately represent the 

vehicle being sold
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

BIRTHS

GILLIES - William and 
Zoë (née Braidwood) are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their son, 
Aaron John, on October 6, 
2009, a brother for Jenna, 
Ryan and Leah. Thanks to 
Oban Maternity Unit and 
RAH Paisley. 

MARRIAGES
CLYDESDALE - 
MACINTYRE - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the marriage 
of Stephen to Eilidh on 
September 19, 2009, at St 
John’s Church, Ballachulish. 
Thanks to Rev Donald 
Davidson and Rev Adrian 
Fallowes. A wonderful day 
was had by all.

SILVER WEDDING
BURNETT - CAMERON
- At St Oran’s Parish 
Church, Connel, on October 
27, 1984, by the late Rev 
W Ritchie, Keith to Mairi.  
Present address Kilbowie 
Lodge, Oban.

DEATHS
BROWN - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on Tuesday, 
October 27, 2009, after a 
long illness, Betty Brown, 
(née Kennedy) of Creran 
Gardens, Oban, loving wife 
of Alastair, mother of Alison 
and granny of Rebecca, 
Connor and David.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully in 
his own home 3 MacDougall 
Place, Bunessan on October 
20, 2009.  Archie John 
Campbell, 81 years, elder 
son of the late Archibald 
and Margaret Campbell, 
Ardachy, beloved brother of 
Hector, much loved brother-
in-law of Catherine, uncle 
and grand-uncle.  Interred 
Suidhe Cemetery, Bunessan 
on October 23, 2009.  Sadly 
missed.
MACLEAN - Suddenly, but 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
October 21, 2009, at his 
home, 20 Ardmhor, Isle 
of Barra, Eoin ‘Chon’, 
beloved brother of Kate 

loving uncle and grand-
uncle and friend to may. 
RIP Eoin.
McDIARMID - Suddenly 
at home, 4 Torvaig, Portree, 
Isle of Skye, John Ross, 
our adored husband, father, 
grandpa, son, brother and 
uncle. Bidh Sinn Gad 
Chaoidh Gu Siorraidh.  
Funeral service from Church 
of Scotland, Portree, Skye, 
on Saturday, October 31, 
2009, at 12 noon thereafter 
to Portree Cemetery.  
Donations, if desired, for 
Cancer Research and Cystic 
Fibrosis.
McMONAGLE - Dorothy 
Elizabeth (née MacArthur).  
Peacefully at home 
surrounded by her family 
after a short illness on 
October 22, 2009.  Dearly 
beloved wife of Donald, 
and loving mother of Kevin, 
Lorne, Elinor and Alison, 
also adoring grandmother 
of Hannah, Cameron and 
Aidan.
MATHER - Peacefully 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 
Sarah (Morag) MacInnes 
MacKenzie, (formerly of 
Lundavra, Fort William) 
beloved wife of the late 
James Stewart, adored 
mother  of Jim and Lorna, 
dear mother-in-law of 
Andrew and Maureen, 
treasured grandmother to 
Gillian, Matthew, Dougall 
and Katrina, a loving aunt to 
all her nieces and nephews.  
Funeral service to celebrate 
Morag’s life at Woodside 
Crematorium, Paisley on 
Saturday, October 31, at 
11am to which all friends 
are respectfully invited.  

donations if desired to 
charity of own choice.
NUDDS - Derick.  Suddenly 
on October 20, 2009 beloved 
husband of Betty, loving 
father to Maureen and 
Mervyn, cherished grandad 
and great-grandad.  Funeral 
takes place on Thursday, 
October 29, 2009 at 1.30pm 
at Oban Congregational 

only please.
WILSON - Peacefully, 
on October 17, 2009 at 
North Argyll House, Oban 
in his 82nd year, Peter 
Wilson, of 3 Lismore 
Crescent, Dunollie, Oban, 
only son of the late Willie 
and Ann Wilson and dear 
brother of the late Cathie.  
Sadly missed.  Interred in 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

MACDONALD - Isa 
and the family of the late 
Alistair Macdonald of 
Victoria Road would like to 
thank relatives, neighbours 
and friends, for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent loss. 
The funeral will be at 2pm 
on Friday, October  30, at the 
Duncansburgh Church and 
interment at Blarour, Spean 

only please, donations will 
be collected for Invernevis 
House.
MACKINNON - At the 
Lorn and Isles Hospital 
on October 16, 2009, 
Margaret MacKinnon, 
in her 85th year passed 
away peacefully, sister of 
Jean and Hugh Campbell.  
Special thanks to the Rev 
Cringles for spiritual 
comfort.  Thanks also to the 
staff at the Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home who made 
her stay so comfortable.  
Thanks for all cards, 

Amanda at the Argyllshire 
for the catering, to Hamish 

arrangements.  Thanks 
for the sum of £117 for 
Children in Need.
STEWART - The family of 
the late Chrissie F Stewart 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their support and kindness 
following their recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to Rev 
Christopher Macrae for his 
comforting service, Mike 
McFall (Funeral Director) 
for his thoughtfulness and 

and organist at Fort 
William UF Church for 
practical assistance and all 
who came to pay their last 
respects. A collection in 
aid of the Belford Diabetic 
Fund raised £400.

IN MEMORIAM
BIRSE - In loving memory 
of Margaret, wife, mother 
and granny, who died 
October 30, 2002.  Another 
year sorely missed.
It does not need a special 
day
To bring you to our minds
For days without a thought 
of you

- Inserted by Husband, 
daughters and grandchildren, 
near and far.
BROWN - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband James who passed 
away on  November 1, 
2006.
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
- Mary.
BROWN - In loving 
memory of our dear 
father, father-in-law and 
grandfather, James, who 
passed away on November 
1, 2006.
Remembered every day.

- From all the family. 
CAMERON - Margaret 
Cameron (Nana) died 
October 30, 2008.
The brightest star in the 
sky.
Love always.
- Joanne, Ina and Roddy, 
Kevan and Claire, Fiona 
and Brian, Brian, Euan and 
Ellie xx.
DONNELLY -
Remembering today and 
always Donald (Donnie), 
my husband, father and 
grandad, who died October 
28, 2002 and my son and 
our brother John, who died 
June 23, 1984.
Always in our thoughts.
- KatieAnn and families.
FRASER - Loving 
memories of Sarah, a 
special mum, mother-in-law 
and nana, who passed away 
October 31, 2008.
In our hearts you will 
always stay
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Helen, James, Sarah and 
Naomi.
HARLEY - In loving 
memory of a wonderful 
daughter, mother, 
grandmother, sister and 
auntie. Dear Jennifer.  
Taken from us on October 
31, 2008, aged 38years.
We know you are now at 
peace
But we will always feel the 
pain of your passing
Forever in our thoughts of 
the happier times.
- From Mum and Dad, 
Derek, Nicola and wee 
Ryan. 
HARLEY - Jennifer. Died 
October 31, 2008. Always 
in our thoughts.
- From Susan, Diane, 
Justine, Kyle, Robyn and 
Lauren. x
MACCALMAN - 
Cherished memories of 
Netta, a beloved sister, 
sister-in-law and a very dear 
auntie, who died on October 
31, 2007.  Also of Archie, 
our much loved brother-in-
law and uncle who died on 
March 21, 2006.  Both are 
very sadly missed by us all.
Margaret, Tom and Anona.
MACCOLL - Loving 
memories of my sister 
Mairi.
- Joan x.
MACCUISH - Loving 
memories of my mum 
Marie.
- Joan x.
MACLACHLAN - 
Remembering with love 
Ian, a dear dad and grampa 
who died October 29, 1990.
Forever in our hearts
Always in our thoughts.
- Christine, Alasdair and 
family, Blairgowrie and 
Steven, Alison and family, 
Muir of Ord.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Donald, a dear 
husband, dad and grandpa, 
died October 31, 2004.
We travel to your resting 
place

care
But no one knows the 
heartache
As we turn and leave you 
there.
- Chrissie and family, 
Inverlochy.
MORRISON -
Remembering our father, 
Donald, who died on 
October 31, 2004.
You were so strong
Showed no one the pain
In life you’re our loss
In death heaven’s gain
- John and Maria.
Loving memory of our 
Grampa
Each of us in our own way
Have special thoughts of 
you today.
- Kirsty, Calum, Duncan, 
Joanne and great grandson 
Liam.
PULLAR - In loving 
memory of my son David, 
who passed away October 
23, 2005.
The hardest thing in life to 
bare
Is to want your son and he’s 
not here
With tears in our eyes we 
whisper low
We love you David and miss 
you so.
Love you always.
- Dad and Islay.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of James Ramage 
Robertson, who died 
October 31, 2001, husband, 
father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.
Dearly loved and sadly 
missed.
-  By his wife Bobby and all 
the family.
SMITH - Remembering my 
husband David who died 
November 1, 2005.
No space of time, no lapse 
of years
Can dim the treasured past
A loving memory keeps it 
dear
Affection holds it fast.
- Floey.
WELSH - Precious 
memories of a devoted wife, 
mam, nana, great-nana, 
Jessie, who died October 
27, 2005.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
- The Welsh family.
WELSH - Remembering 
with love our mam and 
nana, Jessie, who passed 
away October 27, 2005.
You had a smile for 
everyone
You had a heart of gold
You left the most precious 
memories
The world could ever hold
Miss you so much.
- Eileen and Martin xx.

DODS
Russell and Shirley (née 
Wallace) are thrilled to 

announce the safe arrival of 
their daughter, Isla Shirley, 
born on October 10, 2009.

A wee sister for Bruce, 
Alasdair, Rory and Euan.

MACKECHNIE
Iain Hector and Heather 

are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their 

daughter, Isla Anne, 
at Raigmore Hospital, 

Inverness on October 20, 

for Anne and the late 
John Brown, Lochaline, 
and Calum and the late 

Anne MacKechnie, 
Lochaline and Oban. 
First great-grandchild 
for Margaret Kennedy 
(Granny Maggie) and a 

great niece for John Neil 
Connell. Many thanks 

to the midwifery unit at 
the Belford Hospital, and 

the maternity units at 
Raigmore.

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 1 November 2009

All Saints
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ........... 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

Kilbrandon Kirk
Holy Eucharist ..........15.15

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 1st November 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 1st November

Skippinish Ceilidh 
House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

WE ARE apparently indebted to 
the American space programme 
for giving us non-stick cooking 
pots.

There may be a few other 

endeavour, though I can’t think of 
any at this moment.

I had the good fortune to study 
the various items produced for 

they are truly the wonders of the 
modern world.

It’s almost impossible to imagine 
just how the Saturn 5 rocket could 

ferry.
From space rockets to Guy 

November, celebrating with 
booming rockets and sparkling 
lights as it does the violent times 
of earlier centuries,

then of course just three short 
days later we have Rememberance 
Sunday on November 8 with 
further painful memories of man’s 
inhumanity to man.

What is it about humankind that 
persists in modifying peaceful 

achievements into instruments of 
destruction while we all claim to 
be pursuing the dream of turning 
swords into pruning hooks.

I’m reminded of a prayer devised 
by Susan Heywood; When man 

soon became spears/When he 

soon became bombs, and it ends, 
‘Help them to learn the ways of 
peace before hate and ignorance 
destroy our race’.

Rev. Bill Gray

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.10 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16 per single column centi-
metre

Public Notices:
£10.25 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00
Rest of World ........ £100.00
The Oban Times Ltd

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

‘What will be the 
outcome for those 
who do not obey 

the gospel of 
God?’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

PERSONAL
NOTICES

Alisdair and 
Peggy MacCuish 

would like to 
thank everyone 
for their good 

wishes and gen-
erosity received 
on their Golden 
Wedding Anni-

versary.
  A great night 
was had by all.

Eileen
and David 
MacKinnon

would like to 
thank the staff 
of M&S Dental 

Practice for 
their assistance 

at Lisa’s 
accident.

Congratulations
Amanda & Family 

on your 1st 
Anniversary of 

Pitts’-Stop, Oban.
 Love from Mum, 
Dad, Friend Les & 

Family X

GRACIE
Alan and Margaret 
would like to thank 

all family and friends 
for their good wishes, 

beautiful cards and gifts 
on the occasion of their 

Golden Wedding.  Also to 
Argyll & Bute Council for 
the bouquet they sent.

 We would also like to ex-
tend our belated grateful 
thanks to the Ambulance 

Drivers, Police, Fire Bri-
gade and the night staff 
at the A&E Ward of the 
Lorn and Isles Hospital 
who cared for us after 
our recent accident. 

Iain and Winnie 
would like to thank 
everyone in Appin 

who helped to make 
the retirement ceilidh 
an unforgettable ex-
perience for us.  The 
artistes, the speakers, 

the caterers, Fear 
an Tigh, the Rev Dr 
Roderick Campbell 
and the organisers 
under Lorna Wal-

lace’s leadership.  Not 
least to the incredible 
generosity shown by 
so many gifts, cards 

and letters.
Moran Taing.

Thought for the week

Fireworks - Holy smoke

THREE new members of Kilchattan Church are amongst the youngest 
members of the Church of Scotland.

At a special service the three teenagers, Rachel, Megan and Hazel 

service conducted by the, now retired, Rev Alastair MacLachlan.
It was thought that only people over the age of 16 were able to become 
members of the church – that wasn’t until the Kirk Session investigat-
ed the matter further, when the youngsters asked if they could become 

members, it was discovered there was no upper or lower age limit.

Megan, Hazel and Rachel Cruickhanks with fellow church member 
Innes MacQueen and Rev Alastair MacLachlan, now retired. 

Kilchattan has the youngest 
new members in church

A MEMBERS’ debate 
to highlight the decline 
of songbird numbers in 
Scotland has been raised at 
the Scottish Parliament by 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor.

Mr McGrigor raised the 
issue after constituents 
and representatives of the 
Songbird Survival campaign 
charity expressed their 
concerns.

Debate
During the debate, Mr 

McGrigor highlighted the 
extent of the decline over the 
past 30 to 40 years: House 
sparrows and tree sparrows 
are now on that endangered 
list with declines of 69 and 
80 per cent, respectively; 
Starling numbers are down 
by 82 per cent and corn 
bunting numbers are down 
by 84 per cent. The lesser 
redpoll has seen a decline of 
90 per cent.

The MSP, who is a member 
of the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, said: 
‘When I started farming in 
Argyll in 1974, the song of 
lambing time was that of the 
curlew, peewit and golden 
plover. They would wheel 

trying to lead one away from 
their nests. 

‘Later in the year, one 
would see them in even 
greater numbers with their 
young. Farming methods in 
my area have hardly changed 
since those times, but the 
birds are virtually gone.’

Decline in 
songbirds
highlighted

towards bringing home from Australia the remains of 
a World War One hero, piper and poet who died there 
in penury in 1933.

Iain Archie MacAskill was born in Berneray in 1898, 
and carried his love of his home island throughout a 
short life marked by bravery and tragedy.

Now one of his great-nieces, Alina Simpson, 31, of 
Thornwood Avenue, Glasgow has started a campaign 
to bring Mr MacAskill’s remains home for burial in 
his beloved island.

She is aided in her quest by another of Iain Archie’s 
nieces, Isa MacKillop of Carinish, North Uist.  A 
renown Gaelic singer, Mrs MacKillop is helping 
Gaelic-learner Alina to piece together the family 
history and to discover Iain Archie’s character from 
his music and poems.

Battle
Like so many young men of his era, Iain Archie 

lied about his age and joined up with the Cameron 
Highlanders as a piper in 1914, aged 16. He was 
one of the pipers who led the 5th Camerons into the 
notorious battle of Loos in 1915.

Despite crippling losses around him he survived, 
although the ribbons on his pipes were torn to shreds. 
He later became a constable in the City of Glasgow 

police band, which was world champion during that 
period. Iain Archie won prizes for his solos, and also 
for being the best-dressed piper. 

Better
From Glasgow, his heart took him home to 

Berneray, but in 1924, he was persuaded by a 
Government scheme to try and better himself in 
Western Australia.

But Ms Simpson is determined not to let the matter 
rest there. She has spoken to the Australian authorities 
to see if he can be exhumed and brought home. 

She said: ‘They are very supportive and see no 
problems in principle, just a licence and a lot of 
accompanying paperwork. It will cost around £6000 
so I am busy fundraising, and we held an evening 
of Gaelic song and music at the College of Piping 
earlier this month.’ 

Campaign for island 
war hero’s return



Shinty leagues
Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Kingussie
Newtonmore
Fort William 
Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic
Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber
Inveraray
Bute
Glenorchy

Kilmallie
Skye
Lovat
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel
Strathglass
Beauly
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Newtonmore
Lovat
Glengarry
Skye
Kilmallie
Kinlochshiel
Caberfeidh

Lochside Rovers
GMA
Kilmory
Oban Celtic
Inveraray
Ballachulish
Tayforth

Taynuilt
Aberdour
Kyles
Strachur
ColGlen
Bute
GlasgowMid Argyll
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Beauly
Lochbroom
Aberdeen U
Lochaber
Strathglass
Boleskine
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty

16 11 4 1 74 26   26 
15 11 4 0 61 14   26
18   9 2 7 39 31   20
17   8 3 6 35 34   19 
16   7 4 5 43 36   18
17   8 2 7 30 35   18
17   5 3 9 25 46   13 
15   5 1 9 31 46   11
15   3 3 9 19 34     9
18   1 2 1513 71    4 

16  12 0 4  67 32 24
16  11 1 4  43 23 23
15  10 3 2  41 21 23 
16    9 0 7  27 25 18 
16   8 2 6  46 3718 
16    7 1 8  44 37 15  
16    6 2 8  29  3614
15   2 1 13 11  62  5
15   1 0 14 12  47  2

12 10 1 1 47  21  21
12  8 2 2  44  18  18 
11  7 1 3  27  18  15
12  4 2 6  35  38  10
11  3 1 7  26  42    7 
12  2 1 9  24  39    5
10  2 0 8  17  44    0

18 15 2 1  72  18 32
1812 2  4 69  38  26
1510 2 3  55  21  22
17  9 1 7  44 44   19 
17  9 1 7  55 44   19 
17  8 2 7  45 36   18
17 5 210  37 56   12
17  6 0 11 31 57  12
17  2 213  21 71    7
17  2 015  33 77    4 

1414 0 0  69 14   28
16  9 0 7  54 48   18 
11  7 1 3  35 19   15 
15  7 1 7  33 37   15
15  6 2 7  29 38   14
16  6 1 9  35  37  13
15  4 4 7  35 45   12
13  4 2 7  21 27   10
13  1 111 17 63  3

18  15 0 3 72 15  30 
18  14 1 3 75 21  29 
18  12 2 4 65 27  26
17  11 0 6 77 37  22
15   7 0 8  52 53  14 
14   6 1 7  30 33  13
17   6 110 30 53  13
15   4 011 18 49    8
17  4 0 13 31 75    8
15  0 1 14 11 92    1 

Shinty

Results

Shinty/hurling
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Saturday, October 31
Bught Park
Inverness

Marine Harvest 
North Division One
Lovat 5 Inverness 1

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Inveraray P Newtonmore P
Glenorchy 2 Lochaber 4
Kyles P Bute P
Oban Caman 2Kingussie 2

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel 1 Beauly 1
Lovat 5 Inverness 1

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Inveraray P Tayforth P
Kilmory 0 GMA 0

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Kinlochshiel 0 Lovat 0
Glengarry 0Glenurquhart 3
Kingussie 3 Fort William 3
Newtonmore P Skye P

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Ballachulish P Glenorchy 
Col Glen P Taynuilt P
Kyles P GMA P

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Boleskine 2 Lochcarron 3

Shinty

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division

Oban Camanachd 2 
Kingussie 2

OBAN Camanachd 
produced their best display 

almost destroy Kingussie’s 
bid of retaining the Premier 
Division title until a second-
half soft penalty allowed the 
visitors back into the match.

In the opening 45 
minutes the home side 

Scott MacMillan at full 
centre gave Kingussie’s 
centreline a tough test, 
while Camanachd’s Ian 
Campbell produced an 
industrious, hard tackling 
performance that kept the 
home forwardline with 
plenty of quality ball.

When they did get the 
ball to Ronald Ross and Co, 
Kingussie certainly created 
the clearer scoring chances 

after 34 minutes and Ross 
hitting a rising shot over the 
bar two minutes later.

With three minutes of the 
half remaining, Camanachd 
produced their best attacking 
move of the match to slice 
through the Kingussie 
defence. Ian MacMillan 
pulling the defence wide 
on the left before releasing 
Scott MacMillan who 

the path of the unmarked 

to the bottom corner of the 
Kingussie net.

On the stroke of half-time 
Scott MacMillan blazed 
a half-chance over when 
he had more time that he 
realised but the home side 

following an impressive 

Kingussie came out at 
the start of the second half 
with renewed determination 
and made the home defence 
work hard to guard their 
slender lead. But with 
young Daniel Cameron 
maintaining a tight rein 
on Ronald Ross it looked 
most likely that the onus 
of providing an equaliser 
would fall to Kevin Thain.

The visitors forced a 
succession of corners, with 
Thain striking the base of 
keeper Stobbart’s left-hand 
post after seven minutes. 
Stobbart then denied Thain 
with a good save low to 
his left as Kingussie piled-
on the pressure against a 
Camanachd defence that 
showed no sign of cracking.

However, on the hour 
Kingussie were awarded 
a hotly disputed penalty 
as Cameron fell and the 
following Ross went over the 
top of him. As the majority 
of onlookers assumed that 
the decision would go in 
Camanachd’s favour, referee 
Young awarded the foul 
the other way. Ross calmly 
netting from the spot.

The penalty decision 
completely unsettled the 
home side and for the next 
10 minutes Kingussie were 

to pick their passes. Thain 
forced a corner on the left 
and when the ball came 
across the goal area it was 
missed by three defenders 
before Ross clinically slotted 
it into the Oban net.

Camanachd regained their 
composure to force the pace 
in the closing 15 minutes 
with substitute David 

wide then forcing Andrew 
Borthwick into a good stop 
before fellow substitute 
Jonathon Will snatched a 
deserved equaliser with 
three minutes remaining.

Stobbart turned a net-bound 
Ross rocket around his post 
to ensure Camanachd a 
share of the points.

LOCHABER produced four goals in the 

Glenorchy at Dalmally to earn the two 
league points that could yet prove vital in 
the run-in to the end of the season.

Grant MacPherson and Stuart Scott 
had put the home side two goals ahead 

league season and, with an hour played, 
the tie looked beyond Lochaber. However, 
two goals each from Shaun Nicolson and 
Lachie Campbell threw Lochaber a lifeline 
for a 2-4 victory that sees the Spean Bridge 
team move four points ahead of Bute.

Bute’s game at Tighnabruaich was 
postponed, as was the tie between Inveraray 
and Newtonmore, therefore Bute still have 
three away matches to complete their 
programme - while Lochaber may have to 

against Newtonmore at Spean Bridge.

LOVAT move a step closer 
to returning to the Premier 
Division following their 5-
1 victory over Inverness at 
Balgate.

With the memory of the 
previous one-each draw 
between the two side clearly 
spurring on the home side, 
Lovat wasted no time in 
staking their claim in this tie 
with two goals in as many 
minutes.

Fraser Gallagher opened 

Greg Matheson added a 
second two minutes later. 

The two goals separated 
the teams at the interval and 
when Fraser MacDonald 
pulled a goal back at the 
start of the second period 
it proved the spur for 
Raymond Rennie to strike 
for Lovat on the hour, with 
Greg Matheson netting his 
second of the match three 
minutes later. 

Gavin MacAulay scored 

one match away from the 
North Division One title. 

If Lovat can defeat bottom 
-of-the-table Lochcarron 

will play their shinty in 
the Premier Division next 
season.

Lovat move 
closer to 
North
One title

Kingussie
drop a 
point in 
Oban

‘Soft’penalty takes 
Kingussie to top of 
the Premier table

Lochaber snatch 
late win at Dalmally

THE SCOTLAND squad to face 
the Irish hurlers this Saturday 
at Inverness will utilise sports 
psychology in their build-up to 
the game.

Scotland manager Fraser 
Mackenzie says this is an aspect 
of competative sport that is often 
disregarded within shinty.

‘The sports psychology 
session will be taken by Donald 
McNaughton who has worked 
with various Scottish football 
teams and other sports. This is an 
area that a lot of people involved 
within shinty will dismiss - but 
it is a very important part of the 
game,’ said Mackenzie. ‘You 
have to be in the right frame of 
mind and ready to make fast and 
correct positive decisions during 
a game, Donald will help with the 
team throughout the day and help 
keep the players focussed and 
mentally on there toes.’

Mackenzie and assistant 
manager Kenny Ross are in 

for the outcome of a knee injury 
to Ronald Ross before selecting 
their starting line-up. 

The manager said: ‘The 
Scotland squad preparations 
have been good this year and 
the squad we have selected this 
year contains not only very good 
shinty players but players we feel 
will adapt very well to the shinty/
hurling rules.

that I have been involved I have 
spent a great deal of time watching 
hurling and past shinty/hurling 

games and putting a lot of thought 
into the type of players we need 
in the team, the formations and 
tactics.

‘I believe the reason we have 

years is due to the fact that we 
have adapted better to the rules 
and have changed to a formation 
that it suits us better.

‘Shinty is very bad at sticking to 
traditional tactics and formations 
and fearing change.’

This year the Irish team are as 
strong physically as the Scots will 
have challenged and Mackenzie 
and Ross believe that this is a 
deliberate tactic to combat what 
the Irish perceive as the power of 
the shinty players.

‘Looking at the Irish squad 

the size of the team physically, I 
believe this a deliberate move and 
something that the Irish will hope 
will work in there favour. We will 
have to look at how we use that in 
a positive way for Scotland,’ said 
Mackenzie.

The Irish squad will be 
captained this year by Tommy 
Walsh of Kilkenny, named hurler 
of the year and has just won his 
seventh straight All Star award.
Shane O’Neill of Cork, is also 
nominated this year for an All 

Star, however the main threat may 
come from three front players. 
Shane Dooley of Offaly has the 
ability to run with the ball and 
both Paddy Richmond of Antrim 
and Gareth Johnston of Down 
are a big threat at full forward, 
Johnston stands at 6ft 5in and 
17st and represents an obvious 
target man.

For former Scotland captain 
Kenny Ross the switch from 
player to coach has been a steep 
learning curve but he believes that 
the squad are in the right spirit to 
produce a great performance.

from the other side of the fence as 
a coach and you now see what hard 
work goes into the preparation of 
the team.’ said Ross.

‘One thing that I do notice 
from all my time involved in the 
international set up is that we 
always managed to have a good 
team spirit and this was shown 
last year in Kilkenny when most 
people wrote the team off.

‘One aspect of the role that I 
now have that I do not enjoy is the 
part where you have to select the 

who have put in so much to try 
and get into the squad. We had 

there was no doubt in my mind 
that any of them would have done 

‘I am now really looking 
forward to Saturday and hopefully 
we can continue the great run 
of results against a very strong 
Ireland team.’

17-t44moss01

Scotland fully focussed for annual 
clash of the ash with top Irish hurlers

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£500

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

We have a winner! Congratulations to M Mitchell, Nelson Street, Dunoon, Argyll 
who wins our jackpot of £1800
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14

20

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Cloudy with showers or longer spells of moderate 
to heavy rain. Winds light to moderate southerly. 

Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC
Friday

Periods of heavy rain forecast. Winds moderate south-
easterly. Temperatures 7ºC to 14ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
A mixture of heavy rain and moderate showers. Winds 

moderate southerly. 
Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, October 29, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 02.51 3.0 08.52 1.7 15.08 3.5 21.18 1.7
Fri 03.23 3.2 09.34 1.5 15.41 3.7 21.53 1.4                 
Sat 03.55 3.5 10.09 1.3 16.15 3.8 22.26 1.2
Sun 04.27 3.6 10.41 1.1 16.48 4.0 22.58 1.0
Mon 04.57 3.8 11.13 1.0 17.21 4.1 23.31 0.9
Tues 05.27 3.9 11.48 0.9 17.53 4.1 **.** *.*
Wed 00.06 0.8 05.59 4.0 12.27 0.9 18.27 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

20

14

Oban out of jail after police win
RugbyWest Division 1 

Oban Lorne 45
Strathclyde Police 5

OBAN Lorne put a stop to a 
run of three straight defeats 

over Strathclyde Police on 
Saturday.

Coach Corrie Louw had a 
much larger squad available 
after last week’s 14-man 
showing at Millbrae with a 
return for Robin MacQueen 
in the front row, Andy 
MacDougall in the back row 
and Struan Smith and Chris 
MacDonald in the backs.

Both sides made a 
scrappy start to the game 
with the worsening 
weather conditions causing 
problems.

Oban however slowly 
started applying pressure 
on the visitors and were 
making several breaks from 

notably from the Smith twins 
and Andy MacDougall. 

The home side eventually 
took the lead with a well 
worked try from MacDougall 
which was converted to give 
Oban a 7-0 lead. This try 

home team. 
The away defence, 

however, was hard to 
break down and Oban also 
squandered several other 
scoring opportunities.

Oban’s good work 
eventually paid off and a 
quick burst of three tries 
were scored in succession, 
one from Robert Wright and 
one apiece from the Smith 
twins giving a 26-0 lead. 

Strathclyde Police failed to 

let this dampen their spirits 
and had a great spell of 
pressure in the Oban 22 at 
the end of the half. 

Penalty
However, after a few 

missed attempts the away 
side scored a penalty, which 
gave a 26-3 score at half 
time.

The second half started well 
for Oban. The weakening 
Police defence was again 
breached this time by Craig 
McGougan who crossed 

under the posts to extend the 
lead for Oban Lorne. 

This was followed by 
another well taken try by 
Struan Smith which meant 
Oban had reached 40 points.

Strathclyde Police refused 
to give up and had another 
great spell of pressure in the 
Oban 22. 

They were aided by a 
yellow card given to Oban 
for a dangerous tackle which 
allowed them to create an 
overlap and score their 

afternoon.
The loss of a score spurred 

Oban on and another try 
was scored again by Struan 
Smith which gave him a hat-

of 45-8 for Oban.
This result means that 

Oban push themselves up to 
seventh in the table and are 

the teams in and around the 
relegation zone.

Next week Oban visit 
Clydebank and will be 
hoping to build on this 
week’s win before three 
successive home games in 
November.

Oban and Strathclyde Police prepare for a line-out dur-
ing Saturday’s match. 08_t44rugby01

Cameron Smith goes on a charge for Oban. 08_t44rugby03

A NEW winter squash 
league has started up under a 
drive to attract more players 
to the sport.

Two teams each from Oban 
and Fort William compete 
every fortnight in the Rio 
Tinto Alcan Squash League, 
with matches alternating 
between the Lochaber 
Leisure Centre in Fort 
William and Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure.

matches at Lochaber Leisure 
centre last Wednesday.

The league consists of two 
Oban teams, Simmers and 
Co and Oban Filling Station 
and two Fort teams B&H 
Autospares and Building 
Restoration Company. 

Organisers hope in the 

future to add more teams 
and more leagues to create 
opportunities for more 
players, with a women’s 
league a top priority if Oban 
can encourage more women 
into sport. 

Encourage
Women who wish to get 

involved with getting a team 
together can get in touch 
with Atlantis Leisure and 
see what can be done to 
encourage more women to 
play.

matches at Lochaber Leisure 
centre last Wednesday.

Anyone interested in taking 
up squash can contact Gary 
on 01397 704359.

Winter league aims 
for new players

SAINTS under 13s scored 
six against Gow Valley in 
the regional cup.

Netting for the Oban 
side in the 6-1 win were 
Daniel MacMillan (2), Ally 
MacLean, Kieran Hendry, 
Zak Straub and Douglas 
Tyrel Bunge. 

The Under 15s game away 
to Netherton was postponed 
and the Under 19s lost 5-3 
away to Dunoon. Netting for 
Saints were Lewis Cameron, 
Pierce Lynch and Kevin 
Keen.

Under 13s v Lenzie Colts
Milngavie v Under 15s
Gourock v Under 19s

West of Scotland Cup
Second Round
Oban Saints 3
Hamilton FP 0

TWO goals from young 
Mattie Rippon and one 
from Keith Millar killed off 
a spirited challenge from 
Caledonian League side 
Hamilton FPs at Glencruitten 
in this second round West of 
Scotland Cup tie.

The home side started 
rather slowly and it was the 
visitors who had the upper 
hand in the early exchanges, 
and they had a great chance 
to open the scoring in the 
eighth minute when skipper 
Dante Lopez was short with 
a pass back.

Impression
Saints had to make a 

change early in the second 
half with Steven MacLeod 
having to come off with a leg 
injury, his place being taken 
by young Mattie Rippon and 
it took the youngster only a 
couple of minutes to make a 
big impression on the game.

Mattie’s pace took him 
clear on the right and he 
raced goalwards, then 
cleverly cut back inside 
defender Stuart Loose before 
thumping a low daisy cutter 
past the outstretched arms 
of Hamilton keeper Tony 
McFall.

Saints now had the upper 
hand and had the visitors 
pinned back for long spells, 
forcing a number of corners 
in quick succession. 

It was important that they 

scored during this sustained 
period of pressure and this 
they did in the 59th minute 
when Myles McAuley and 
Mattie Rippon combined on 

over a great low cross into 
the box for Keith Millar to 
slot home from close range.

Great

84th minute when Donald 
Campbell threaded a great 
pass through to another of 
the Saints youngsters Paul 
Carmichael.

Paul cleverly dummied the 
ball to Mattie Rippon who 

took a few steps forward 
before curling a great shot 
past the helpless keeper to 
make the score 3-0.

Manager Iain Jackson said: 
‘The Caledonian League 
teams are of a high standard 
and Hamilton were no 
exception.

‘They were a very good 
side, full of experienced 
players, but we matched 
them in every department 
and we were good value for 
our 3-0 win.’

Saints are back on league 
duty this Saturday when they 

against Kilpatrick at Temple 
Recreation park with a 2pm 
kick off. 

Keith Millar leapfrogs this challenge from Hamilton 
defender Stuart Loose. 08_t44saints04

Mattie rips heart from Hamilton

Squash

FASNACLOICH Gun Club 
held the last shoot of the year 
on Saturday, October 24.

Driving rain and an 
unpredictable wind made for 
testing conditions to the nine 
guns who were brave enough 
to attend.

Club chairman John 

ONE OF Oban Camanachd’s 
most dedicated fans will 
lead the Scotland team out 
against Ireland when the 
two countries clash at the 
Bught Park, Inverness, this 
Saturday.

Donald MacDonald 
attends every home match at 

was rewarded when he was 
asked to be the mascot at this 
weekend’s shinty/hurling 
international.

He is well known among 

Donald MacDonald with dad, also Donald, left, and 
Colin Fleming, right. 08_t44donald01

Shinty fan Donald to 
lead out Scotland

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Football

Shinty

the shinty fraternity for his 
fanatical support.

Donald was selected to be 
mascot after his carer and aide 
Colin Fleming got in touch 
explaining his dedication 
to the team despite having 
several disabilities.

Colin said: ‘I’m so pleased 
for Donald, he really enjoys 
his shinty and is really 
looking forward to the 
match.’

Nine guns brave the elements

Shooting

Club chairman John Jackson takes aim. 

Jackson was once again 
shooting consistently and 
took the High Gun prize 
with a score of 142/150. 

Johnny MacDonald, Duror, 
was second after a shoot off 
with Lorn Gun Club’s Stuart 

Davies. This brings a close 
to activities for this year at 
Fasnacloich.

Members can look back 
on another successful year 
with the club picking up new 
members and also winning 
the recent charity team shoot 
at Strathyre Gun Club.

Football

Oban Saints 
youth team 
results

CELEBRITIES such as David 
Coulthard, Mika Häkkinen 
and Boris Becker were 
among the 155,000 spectators 
watching Susie Stoddard race 
in the 10th

the DTM Championship at 
Hockenheim at the weekend.

However, the Oban woman 
had a disappointing end to 
her second season in the 
championship, hitting the 

31 and going off into the tyre 
barrier.

Susie said: ‘Until my 
accident I had a great race and 

Kristensen. 
‘Then the suspension broke 

and all of a sudden my race 

shame to end the season this 
way and I am sorry for my 
mechanics – they did a great 
job throughout the year.’ 

Motor Sport

Coulthard and 
co cheer on 
Susie Stoddart

Pool

Oban pool’s 
big break 

OBAN Pool League got 
underway this week with a 
series of close games.

Oban Pool League
Markie Dans B
Markie Dans A
Lochavuillin A
Lancaster
Lochavuillin B
Lochnell Arms
Cellar
McCaigs
Kelvin Dale
Balmoral
Clardeon A
Gluepot

Pl Pts
1    2
1    2
1    2
1    2
1    2
1    2
1    0
1    0
1    0
1    0
1    0
1    0

Equestrian

Daltote hosts Hunter Trials

Swimming

Islay triathlete 
sees gold coast 
success

ISLAY triathlete Mhairi 
Muir was second British 
female home in her age 
group at this year’s triathlon 
world championships held 
on Australia’s Gold Coast.

Mhairi, who is a member 
of the British triathlon 
team, was 29th overall after 
recording an impressive 
four-minute improvement 
on her time from last year’s 
event held in Hamburg in 
Germany.

COMPETITORS were 
treated to dry conditions for 
the recent Hunter Trials at 
Daltote.

on the challenge of the cross 
country course with 21 jumps 
for those in the intermediate 
class, 18 jumps for novice 

and pre-novice classes and 
nine jumps for the pre-pre-
novice class.

The show jumping took 
place in the Shore Field on 
the shores of Loch Sween in 
the afternoon.
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