
Established 1861  No 8378 Thursday 26 October, 2017 www.obantimes.co.uk 85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Mòd Loch Abar 2017
All the latest news and results 
from the 2017 Royal National Mòd

A BOTTLE OF 
EDINBURGH GIN’S 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
SEE PAGE 11

WIN
Established 1861  No 8378

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

WIN
85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Mòd Loch Abar 2017
All the latest news and results 
from the 2017 Royal National Mòd

Don’t forget to 
put your clocks 
back one hour this 
weekend

Argyll Enterprise 
Week special – 
free inside

EXCLUSIVE OBAN LIVE 
LOCAL TICKET OFFER
Get your tickets FIRST and save a further 
20% with this Oban Times EXCLUSIVE 
o� er. Find out how and when to take 
advantage of this amazing deal on page � ve

Oban Gaelic Choir narrowly missed out on winning the prestigious Lovat and Tullibardine Shield for the second time in three years. The choir, which is led by 
conductor Sileas Sinclair, � nished two points behind Dingwall at this year’s Mòd Loch Abar. Oban have won the competition 10 times since its inception in 1903. The 

most recent came in 2015 when they lifted the shield on their home turf at the Corran Halls. You have to scroll back to 1994 to � nd the second last time, when they 
won it in Dunoon. On the choir’s Facebook page, they wrote: ‘Wow. We came second in the Lovat [and Tullibardine Shield]. Congratulations to Dingwall Gaelic Choir 

who pipped us to the post. What a competition.’ Oban Gaelic Choir will be on hand to treat anyone su� ering from a dose of post-Mòd blues. They are performing 
alongside Taynuilt and various other choirs in St John’s Cathedral at 7.30pm on Friday November 24 as part of Oban Winter Festival.  17_43MODdm08_fridaychoirs.

Oban Gaelic Choir narrowly misses out on shield

Island celebrates as Barra’s 
Laura goes back to school
THE teenager from Barra who 
was seriously injured in the 
Manchester terror attack has now 
returned to school.

Laura MacIntyre, 15, is back 
at Castlebay Community School, 
where she is ‘making progress’.

Laura attended an Ariana 
Grande concert at the Manches-
ter Arena on May 22 when a bomb 
was detonated, killing 22 people.

One of the victims who died 
in the attack was Laura’s friend, 

14-year-old Eilidh MacLeod, who 
was also from Barra.

Laura returned home at the end 
of August.

Following the incident in May, 
the Castlebay pupil was treated in 
the Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital before being transferred 
to a hospital Glasgow in July. She 
received severe injuries to her 
hand and legs.

A spokesman for Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar confirmed the news, 
saying: ‘Everyone is very pleased 
that Laura is back at school and 
making progress.’

Western Isles (Na h-Eileanan an 

Iar) MP Angus Brendan MacNeil 
said: ‘We are all delighted that 
Laura is progressing so much, 
despite the hard route she had to 
endure, but it is great she is going 
back to school.

‘She is a girl with a good, sharp 
academic mind and will, I’m sure, 
be delighted to be back in school 
and with her peers.’

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘People in Barra and 
throughout the islands are really 

delighted that Laura is making 
such progress and that she is back 
at school. People feel a real sense 
of respect and affection for her 
and for her family. I wish her all 
the best.’

Laura’s parents, Micheal 
and Nan MacIntyre issued a 
statement when their daughter 
was able to return home at the 
end of August, saying: ‘We are 
delighted that Laura has been 
able to return home to Barra. She 

continues to amaze us every day 
with her strength and bravery and 
we’ve looked forward to this day 
for a long time.

‘We’d like to thank everyone 
who has helped Laura and our 
family get here, from the first 
responders to the doctors and 
nurses in Manchester and Glas-
gow, and the Ronald McDonald 
charity which supported us while 
we were away.

‘We now want to return to as 

much of a normal life as possible 
and would appreciate time and 
privacy to focus on Laura’s long-
term recovery.’

The community of Barra 
continues to support the families 
affected, as do people from 
further afield. Following the 
attack, Alan Anderson created 
a crowdfunding campaign to 
help towards any financial costs 
they may face. He wrote: ‘We 
are trying to raise some money 

towards the costs associated with 
the families of Eilidh MacLeod 
and Laura MacIntyre.

‘Two young girls who left the 
island of Barra to go to a concert 
and were caught up in the terrible 
events in Manchester.’

In just seven hours, the page had 
received more than £15,000 and 
in June of this year the campaign 
surpassed its target of £40,000, 
when 1,633 people donated, 
raising a total of £42,497.

Argyll bids to be biggest national park
ARGYLL could become 
Britain’s largest national park 
stretching from Tiree to the 
coast of West Kintyre if the-
council’s bid is successful.

The giant 2,650-square-mile 
conservation area, dubbed the 
Argyll and Islands National 
Park, would also encompass 
Islay, Gigha, Jura, Colonsay, 
Scarba, the Slate Islands and 
Garvellachs, Kerrera, Lismore, 
Mull, Iona and Coll.

Scotland’s first coastal park 
would dwarf Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park 
– and even the Cairngorms Na-
tional Park, currently the UK’s 
largest at 1,748 square miles.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
inviting views on the idea in its 

Main Issues Report, which sug-
gests additions to the new local 
development plan (LDP) for the 
10 years from 2020-30.

The report said: ‘The LDP has 
no ability to deliver such a park, 
but a statement of support would 
be a clear indication of the area’s 
interest in exploring the issue.’

It added that if Holyrood 
launched a review of national 
parks, the council would lobby 
to be included.

If successful, Argyll and the Is-
lands would become Scotland’s 
third national park, bringing 
government funding, interna-
tional recognition, more visitors 
to remote areas and a ‘focus on 
active conservation’, the report 
said.

But it acknowledged business-
es ‘may perceive an increase in 
conservation as a threat to their 
ongoing activities. However, 
given the very highly designated 
and protected nature of much of 
the area concerned already, it is 
not envisaged that there would 
be a need for any additional level 
of protection to flora/fauna or 
habitat.

‘The park should not in any way 
jeopardise our local industries of 
fishing, agriculture, aquaculture 
and tourism.’

The report listed other po-
tential negatives, including ‘the 
costly creation of another regu-
latory body and the bureaucracy 
that entails’, and ‘increased 
visitor numbers creat[ing] envi-

ronmental and infrastructure 
demands that are difficult to 
manage’.

However, it argued: ‘Other 
national parks, with arguably 
much greater pressures, have 
demonstrated these issues can 
be successfully managed to the 
benefit of the area.’

Other proposals include 
seeking World Heritage Status 
for Kilmartin Glen, and capital-
ising on the £300 million to £600 
million expansion of Cruachan 
Dam power station involving 
200 workers over five years.

But the Oban Development 
Road, intended to ‘relieve the 
growing traffic management 
issues in the centre’, is being 
dropped due to a lack of funding.

Diver dies in 
Sound of Mull
A DIVER has died after being tak-
en ill in the Sound of Mull, despite 
the best e� orts of the emergency 
services, notably the RNLI.

Tobermory’s volunteer lifeboat 
crew went to the assistance of 
the seriously-ill diver on Monday 
(October 23).

The volunteer crew of the Eliz-
abeth Fairlie Ramsey transferred 
the man to the lifeboat where he 
was given treatment by the RNLI 
volunteers.

The casualty was then taken 
by helicopter to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in Oban but died.

Laura Macintyre.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal Christmas gift...

Fears for Gaelic as pupils 
decline in its heartland
NEW figures show a drop in 
children studying Gaelic in the 
Western Isles, the language’s tra-
ditional stronghold in Scotland.

Numbers sitting Gaelic exams 
in the third and fourth year of 
secondary schools across the 
islands fell consistently from 78 
to just 24 over the decade from 
2006/7 to 2016/17, before rally-
ing up to 49 for this school year.

The decline mirrors a drop 
across Scotland, with a nine 
per cent fall in entries for all 
Gaelic exams in 2017, including 
National 5 and Higher, despite 
a multi-million-pound cam-
paign to promote the language. 
The numbers studying Gaelic 
language Higher have halved 
over the decade from 154 in 

2006 to only 69 last year, and 
for Advanced Higher, dropping 
from 17 candidates to nine.

With just ‘a bare minimum’ of 
the population speaking Gaelic, 
leading academic Professor 
Rob Dunbar, chairman of Celtic 
languages at Edinburgh Univer-
sity, was reported to fear Gaelic 
speakers would soon become a 
minority in their heartland of 
the Western Isles, and urged 
Western Isles Council, which is 
responsible for four secondary 
schools, to do more to promote 
the language.

Emphasising this year’s dou-
bling of Gaelic students, West-
ern Isles Council (Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar) blamed the 
Scottish Qualification Authori-
ty’s ‘dated’ examinations.

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
recognise that the numbers 

studying Gaelic have declined 
in recent years but show encour-
aging growth in session 2017/18.

‘Our teachers work very hard, 
and the authority is very pro-ac-
tive in promoting Gaelic, but 
some of the elements in SQA 
courses are very dated and do 
not appeal to young people or 
relate to their lives.

‘The comhairle runs a person-
alisation and choice exercise 
each year where young people 
choose from a menu of courses 
based on needs, training and as-
pirations. This provides young 
people with a much wider range 
of courses that was previously 
available to them and, as a con-
sequence, numbers for Higher 
has dropped considerably in 
almost all subjects in compari-
son with the number opting for 
Higher in previous years.

‘We would contend that young 
people are studying courses that 
are of more relevance to their 
career than was the case in 2007.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
prepared a draft of its Gaelic 
Language Plan for 2018-2022, 
which aims to arrest the decline 
and plan for the growth in the 
number of Gaelic speakers in 
Scotland, and launched a consul-
tation until November 20.

Councillor John A MacIver, 
chairman of the comhairle’s 
Gaelic Committee, said: ‘This is 
a very ambitious plan with deliv-
erable aims and outcomes. The 
comhairle remains committed 
to strengthening Gaelic in the 
Western Isles and although we 
realise there is still work to do, 
there are also some very en-
couraging signs, with pre-school 
numbers looking very healthy.

‘Indeed, we hope that this 
generation will emerge as fluent 
and confident speakers who are 
proud of their language. We are 
also aware of the economic val-
ue of the language to the islands 
and we hope the plan will help 
to promote the opportunities 
that exist in relation to the 
culture and heritage aspects of 
the language.’

The 2011 census revealed the 
Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan 
Siar had by far the greatest 
concentration of people aged 
three and over with Gaelic skills 
in Scotland, at 61.2 per cent of 
the population. Highland and 
Argyll and Bute came second 
and third with 7.4 per cent and 
5.9 per cent respectively, and 
Glasgow was fourth, equalling 
the Scottish national percentage 
of 1.7 per cent.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

New safety measures 
for fi shing vessels
THREE new codes of practice 
came into force this week 
which aim to improve safety for 
everyone involved in the fishing 
industry.

All three codes have been 
developed with the help of the 
Fishing Industry Safety group, 
which includes fishing federa-
tions, Seafish, the Shipbuilders’ 
and Shiprepairers’ Association 
and the Fishermen’s Mission.

Each code has been designed 
to improve safety through the 
introduction of new safety 
requirements, adopting tech-
nological developments and 
addressing recommendations 
from the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch.

They include holding monthly 
emergency drills, liferafts for 
specific vessels, fitting radar 
reflectors and bilge alarms, 
carbon monoxide monitors, 

EPIRBs and personal locator 
beacons with built-in GPS.

David Fenner from the Mar-
itime and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA) said: ‘This is all about 
reducing the risk of serious 
accidents and deaths. The 
new requirements for liferafts, 
EPIRBs and personal locator 
beacons are being phased in so 
if your vessel is already regis-
tered as a fishing vessel, you will 
have until October 23, 2019, to 
comply. This will allow you to 
apply for funding from the Eu-
ropean Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund to claim back up to 60 per 
cent of the cost.

‘Vessels registering as fishing 
vessels for the first time, or 
re-registering after an absence 
of six months or more, on or 
after October 23 this year, must 
comply with all the require-
ments of the code immediately.’

Despite the e� orts of Hurricane Ophelia, the � rst steelwork was 
erected for the new Ardnahoe Distillery on the isle of Islay.

In addition, the � rst equipment for the distillery – the heating 
tanks – were delivered on October 20. The distillery, owned by 

Hunter Laing of Glasgow, is scheduled to be in production at the 
end of 2018, providing vital employment on the island. Left to 
right, Iain Hepburn Project Manager, Islay MacEachearn, main 

contractor, Bryony Boydm visitor centre and retail manager, and 
Jim McEwan, head distiller.

Lochmaddy to be disrupted

First distillery steelwork is erected

CALMAC has set out its plans 
for ferry services affected by the 
essential maintenance work at 
Lochmaddy harbour, which are 
scheduled to take place for one 
week from November 13.

The linkspan will be closed 
between November 13 and 19, 
with a daily vehicle and passenger 
service operating on an amended 
timetable between Uig and Loch-
boisdale. The amended timetable 
will include a daily service 
between Uig and Tarbert.

Arrangements will be put in 
place for foot passengers requir-
ing transport between the ports 
of Lochmaddy and Lochboisdale, 

and anyone planning to travel by 
foot should telephone CalMac 
customer services on 0800 066 
5000 on the day prior to travel.

CalMac’s head of service 
delivery north, Robert Morri-
son, said: ‘The essential works 
will cause some unavoidable 
inconvenience but we have put 
in place what we believe is the 
best possible alternative to 
minimise disruption. Details of 
the temporary diversion will be 
advertised extensively and fre-
quently asked questions and the 
temporary Uig to Lochboisdale 
timetable can be viewed here 
at calmac.co.uk.’

Ferry services subsidies double over a decade
PUBLIC spending on Scotland’s 
ferry services has doubled over 
the past decade, a watchdog has 
found.

Audit Scotland said Transport 
Scotland’s spending on ferry 
links came to more than £209 
million in 2016/17, an increase 
of 115 per cent since 2007/8.

The report also showed 1.4 
million cars and 5.7 million pas-
sengers were carried over the 32 
subsidised routes in 2016. Out 

of 158,000 scheduled sailings, 
99.7 per cent took place and 
99.6 per cent were on time.

It explained the doubling of 
the public subsidy from £97.3 
million to £209.7 million in 
10 years was mainly due to an 
increase in services, new boats 
and the impact of the RET, 
which reduced the cost of ferry 
travel.

Major developments also lie 
ahead, including reducing fares 

to the Northern Isles from 2018 
and investments in harbours. 
But the report added that Trans-
port Scotland didn’t know the 
full extent of its future spending 
requirements, which could be 
substantial, and it might strug-
gle to provide services within its 
allocated budget.

Fraser McKinlay, Audit Scot-
land’s director of performance 
audit and best value, said over-
all ferries are ‘performing well’, 

but ‘it’s critical that they provide 
value for money at a time when 
all public spending – on the 
islands and the mainland – is 
under pressure.

‘With so many developments 
ahead, Transport Scotland 
needs to make important 
spending decisions. Its future 
investment priorities must be 
based on ferry users’ needs and 
good information on the bene-
fits that services provide.’

Minister for Transport and the 
Islands Humza Yousaf added: 
‘Since 2007, we have invested 
over £1 billion in our ferry 
services. In 2016, 5.7 million 
people and 1.4 million cars 
were carried on 158,000 sail-
ings. And 99.7 per cent of those 
services operated and 99.6 per 
cent were on time, so there is 
no doubt that the staff and crew 
deserve a great deal of credit for 
their hard work.’

Lewis woman launches 
Goth on the Croft idea
A GOTH on the Croft charity 
calendar has been released 
to help ‘stamp out prejudice, 
hatred and intolerance’ of 
subcultures in communities.

The idea came from 38-year-
old goth Claire Gerrard, also 
known as Spectra Vox, who 
relocated from Aberdeen to 
Lewis two years ago, and felt 
as incongruous as the prover-
bial ‘black sheep’ dressed in 
PVC and black make-up.

While her experiences in the 
Outer Hebrides were positive, 
she hit upon an eye-catching 
idea to help promote tolerance, 
gathering her goth friends to 
pose on Highland and Island 
crofts.

‘People who identify with the 
goth subculture, or indeed any 
other alternative subculture, 
can be found in all walks of 
life, even where you least 
expect – including the Scottish 

Highlands,’ the group’s Face-
book page explains.

Spectra decided to raise 
money for the Sophie Lan-
caster Foundation, set up fol-
lowing the 2007 murder of the 
20-year-old who was attacked 
in a park in Lancashire.

‘All profits from the sale of 
Goth on the Croft calendar 
go to the Sophie Lancaster 
foundation, which was started 
by her mum after the loss of 
her daughter in an act of brutal 
hate crime inflicted upon 
Sophie and her boyfriend. The 
reason for this attack: the way 
they dressed. We hope with this 
calendar to raise awareness of 
Sophie and the problem with 
hate crime in our communities.’

Happily, it seems the most 
trouble the goths experienced 
while shooting the calendar 
was the unpredictability of the 
animals.

Claire Gerrard, above, and her friends want to raise awareness of hate crime.

How 
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I keep my kids 
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol

Mull man, 
90, guilty 
of abuse
A JUDGE has ruled that a 
90-year-old former teacher 
sexually abused two schoolboys 
more than 40 years ago.

After an examination of facts 
at the High Court in Glasgow, 
judge John Morris QC deter-
mined that John Pringle, from 
Mull, had carried out the inde-
cent assaults on a camping trip.

The offences were committed 
at a caravan at Arrochar be-
tween April 1972 and January 
1974.

Pringle was deemed unfit to 
stand trial and Judge Morris 
heard the evidence alone, with 
no jury. He decided there were 
no reasonable grounds to acquit 
Pringle.

One of Pringle’s victims, who 
was 14 at the time, told how he 
would be plied with alcohol and 
then abused.

The other victim, who was 13 
at the time, said Pringle gave 
him drink and showed him 
pornographic magazines before 
indecently assaulting him.

Prosecutor Kath Harper 
said: ‘One of the victims 
came forward because the 
abuse had been playing on his 
mind; the other came forward 
because of the Jimmy Savile 
revelations. The two men came 
forward independently within a 
fortnight of each other.’

The court heard that Pringle, 
who was a French teacher at 
Bishopbriggs Academy, took 
boys away on outward-bound 
courses.

Judge Morris said after hearing 
evidence: ‘I find the facts have 
been established. The witnesses 
were credible and reliable.’ 

He deferred sentence on Prin-
gle until next month.

The court heard that Pringle 
has two convictions for similar 
incidents. He was jailed in 2008 
for sexually abusing pupils. 
Pringle was also sentenced to 12 
months in prison in 2010.

Disruption on A82 and A83

AT ABOUT 8pm on Monday 
October 16, at 3 Castle Road, 
Oban, the door to a � at was 
damaged. No entry was gained 
and nothing was stolen. 

AT ABOUT 11.30pm on 
Monday October 16, police 
attended a house in Rhuvall 
Road, Oban, and  found a 
man aged 36 in possession of 
a small amount of cannabis. 
The man was charged  and 
issued with a recordable 
police warning.

AT ABOUT 12.40am on Tues-
day October 17, following a 
report of a man behaving in 
an abusive manner in a house 
in Dalintart Drive, Oban, a 
26-year-old male was arrested 
after  struggling with police. 
He was later charged with 
assault and resisting arrest and 
a report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

AT ABOUT 11am on Tuesday 
October 17, in RS McColl, 
George Street, Oban, a man 
allegedly  stole a case of 
beer. Inquiries resulted in 
a man, 37, being charged 
with  the theft on Friday 
October 20.  The man was 
also charged with theft of a 
mobile phone from a shop 
in Sta� ord Street,  Oban, 
on Tuesday October 17. A 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

BETWEEN 6.30pm on Tues-
day October 17 and 9am on 
Wednesday October 18, in Ar-
gyll  Terrace, Tobermory, a red 
Toyota Auris and a black Audi 
Q5 were damaged by having 
the bodywork scratched. 
Police are investigating.

AT ABOUT 9.45pm on 
Wednesday October 18, 
at Oban Railway Station, a 
man aged 20 was stopped 
and searched and was found 
in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis. He was 
charged and issued with a 
recordable police warning.

AT ABOUT 1.10am on Thursday 
October 19, on the Corran Es-
planade, Oban, an advertising 
sign was  damaged. Police are 
investigating.

ABOUT 1.50am on Friday Oc-
tober 20, a car was stopped 
by police for a routine 

check, on  Longsdale Cres-
cent, Oban. Checks revealed 
the driver, a man aged 23, 
was on a provisional licence, 
without insurance and there 
was no MOT for the vehicle. 
The  driver was also found 
in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis. He was 
charged with the o� ences 
and the vehicle was seized. 
A report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

AT ABOUT 11.20pm, on Friday 
October 20, in Ferry� eld Road, 
Connel, a car was stopped 
and  searched and a 19-year-
old man was found to be in 
possession of a small quantity 
of cannabis. The man was 
charged and issued with a 
recordable police warning.

AT ABOUT 4pm on Satur-
day October 21, at Station 
Square, Oban, a car collided 
with a  woman pedestrian, 
causing her and another 
woman to fall to the ground. 
Both su� ered  injuries and 
the driver, a woman aged 61, 
was charged with careless 
driving. 

AT ABOUT 1am Sunday Octo-
ber 22, following a report of a 
man behaving in an abusive 
manner and throwing an item 
at a woman in a hotel in Sta-
tion Road, Oban, a 38-year-old 
man was  detained. The man 
was later arrested and charged 
with assault and abusive be-
haviour. He was held for court 
and a report was submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

AT ABOUT 1.50am on 
Monday October 23, in Lorn 
Road, Dunbeg, a 66-year-
old man was found in a 
vehicle under the in� uence 
of alcohol. The man was 
arrested for failing to 
provide a breath specimen. 
Inquiries revealed he had 
driven while disquali� ed 
and without insurance. He 
was  later charged and held 
for court and a report has 
been submitted to the proc-
urator � scal.

IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they  can contact police on 
101, or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

THE A82 between Crianlarich 
and Tarbet will close during 12 
days next month for £900,000 of 
repairs.

The major improvement works 
will get under way from Monday 
November 6. Teams will work 
between 8am and 6pm each 
day, Monday to Fridays only, 
with the road re-opened in the 
evenings and weekends.

Access will be maintained for 

emergency services, public and 
school buses, and residents or 
businesses in the area. Other 
traffic will be diverted via the 
A83, A819 and A85.

Meanwhile motorists using the 
A83 are being warned of disrup-
tion from roadworks south of 
Clachan. Work will be from Sun-
day October 22 for approximately 
20 nights between the hours of 
9.15pm and 5am each night

Oban Art Society 
reports success 
for exhibition
OBAN Art Society has reported that 
its annual exhibition was a success and 
generated £2,400 for the artists on show.

In its October newsletter, the society said: 
‘Although we had fewer exhibits than last 
year, sales were as good, if not better. 

‘Money paid out to the artists was just 
under £2,400, while the society gained 
nearly £500 to pay for the costs of the exhi-
bition and to run the winter programme.

‘Altogether it has been a very positive 
experience and thanks to everyone who 
helped.

‘This coming winter we hope to liaise 
with Oban High School – a sharing of ideas 
and support – with an eye to the future.

‘The informal art group has met on two 
occasions and further six sessions have 
been booked at the Rockfield Centre on 
Thursday afternoons between 2pm and 
4pm.

‘The next committee meeting is on 
Wednesday December 6.’ Oban Art Society held a successful annual exhibition, generating £2,400 in sales for artists.

Councillors face ‘daunting’ budget
A SPECIAL meeting today 
of Argyll and Bute Council is 
expected to approve plans for 
a ‘high level’ series of measures 
to slash spending over the next 
three financial years.

Councillors will face stark 
financial facts in the papers 
before them: an estimated £20 
million black hole in the budget 
between 2018 and 2021, and a 
swingeing cuts and job losses to 
help save £11 million – just over 
half the shortfall – with more 
needed in the near future.

Plans include dozens of 
redundancies as well as raising 
charges for environmental and 
animal health services, cutting 
the number of council depots, 

increasing parking charges, 
shutting down 36 of 57 public 
toilets, starting a funeral di-
rector service, scrapping the 
road safety unit, removing the 
renewable energy budget and 
stopping funding VisitScotland.

Last Thursday, the Policy and 
Resources Committee agreed 
to refer the budget decision to 
today’s full council meeting 
(Thursday October 26) and, if 
approved, it will head to a public 
consultation in November.

Committee members ex-
pressed concern at the possible 
effects, with Councillor Robin 
Currie saing: ‘It would be very 
useful if we could get an idea of 
what redundancies will have an 
effect on service delivery.’

Councillor Sandy Taylor 
added: ‘What we need to know 
is the strategic approach to 

implementing these measures – 
for example, the toilet closures. 
We need to discuss the detail 
before we can decide what to 
take forward.’

The council’s executive 
director of customer services, 
Douglas Hendry, responded: 
‘Officers haven’t had the time or 
resources to identify this level 
of detail, which is why we have 
taken a high level approach.’

He added: ‘I apologise for the 
fact this is a high level consider-
ation, but that is where we are.’

Council chief executive 
Cleland Sneddon said: ‘It is ab-
solutely daunting to have to find 
savings of this scale over this 
three-year timescale. Unfortu-
nately, we are going to have to 
concentrate first and foremost 
on the key and core services we 
are required to provide.’

In a letter to The Oban Times, 
former Dunoon councillor 
Michael Breslin wrote: ‘This 
council is the most inefficient 
on the planet in my view, with 
some three-million-or-so paid 
miles to staff and councillors 
running back and forwards to 
Lochgilphead and elsewhere, 
wasting time and polluting the 
countryside.

‘Decentralising the council to 
the four current administrative 
areas would save a fortune and 
hugely increase efficiency. De-
centralising would save about 
£2.3 million alone, with only a 
handful of highly paid jobs lost.

‘With good locally-based 
managers, responsible for 
all services, we would have 
increased accountability and 
speedier decision-making. Un-
til this council does this, money 

will continue to be wasted 
wholesale.

‘It’s not too late to consider 
this before we lose dozens of 
lower-paid jobs and see services 
further damaged. And, of 
course, among the many cuts 
there’s a senseless proposal 
to spend more money on em-
ploying a funeral director, to 
presumably compete against 
the many funeral services we 
have throughout Argyll and 
Bute. You really couldn’t make 
this stuff up.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson responded: ‘At 
this stage our budget gap for 
2018/19 alone is estimated to be 
between £0.9 million and £8.5 
million. 

‘The exact funding allocation 
will not be confirmed until 
December, yet the council must 

deliver a balanced budget in 
February 2018. 

‘We have therefore identified 
possible savings options and 
efficiencies to help bridge our 
funding gap over the next three 
years. We are keen to receive 
views from our communities 
that will help inform the deci-
sions that ultimately need to 
be taken. Budget and saving 
options will be considered for 
consultation at Thursday’s 
meeting of the full council.’

The council also stressed the 
number of full-time equivalent 
posts identified in the savings 
options would be 37.8, not 90, 
adding: ‘Wherever possible 
we will use early retirement or 
voluntary redundancy to create 
opportunities for people who 
wish to stay by freeing up posts 
of people who wish to leave.’

SANDY NEIL AND
COLIN CAMERON
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Seil art centre plans

Dunbeg ready for fi reworks

THE new owners of Seil’s High-
land Arts centre, a landmark in 
Ellenabeich for decades, have 
revealed more of their plans for 
the site before it closes for good 
next month, writes Sandy Neil.

Highland Arts will cease trad-
ing on or before November 8, 
but will continue to occupy the 
shop until February to allow C 
John Taylor’s family to find new 
homes for his art.

Seafari purchased Highland 
Arts in June with plans to ex-
pand its marine wildlife tourism 
business, which employs up to 15 
people, from a small slate-quar-
rier’s cottage in Ellenabeich 
into the larger complex across 
the road.

Tony and Jess Hill, who live on 
the Isle of Easdale, offered their 
‘general thoughts’ on turning 
the centre into winter boat 
storage facility, but stressed no 
decisions had been taken. 

‘The train hasn’t yet left the 
station,’ they said. ‘Neither the 
journey’s route nor the final 
destination is known. Flexibility 
and adaptability are key.’

Plans include, in the early 
phases, removing ‘all lean-to, 
flat-roofed buildings and ex-
tensions’ surrounding the grade 
two-listed Monaveen Lodge, 

and ‘sympathetically increasing 
the size of the old Co-op to-
wards the rear cliff’.

This could create a retail 
and exhibition space about the 
Corryvreckan, the world’s third 
largest whirlpool, located be-
tween the Isles of Jura and Scar-
ba, and local accommodation 
for visitors or staff, which they 
argue is currently ‘insufficient’.

‘Tourism is a major employer 
in the area,’ they explained, but 
‘tourism businesses struggle 
to employ staff,’ due to the 
‘extremely limited’ number of 
young people seeking employ-
ment on Seil, and a lack of local 
accommodation available to 
purchase or rent at an afforda-
ble rate.

The new site could also 
provide motorhome stances for 
visitors, and a courtyard of six 
or eight workshops ‘for business 
to expand or for business start-
ups to develop and flourish’, 
with ‘flats or bedsits’ above.

The development would also 
allow Seafari to relocate its 
overwintering facility from 
Ballachulish, increase the size 
of its ticket office, and provide 
an inside area to kit and de-kit 
customers, and dry waterproofs 
and lifejackets.

BOOMTOWN will live up to its 
name next weekend as fireworks 
light up the sky in Dunbeg.

A bonfire will also be lit to 
accompany the display, with 
all money raised going towards 
Oban High School Pipe Band.

Pipers from the band will also 
be on hand to entertain the 
crowd.

The bonfire will be lit at 
7.30pm on Saturday November 
4 at the Lochnell Road car park.

The organisers have asked 
everyone to leave their spar-
klers at home in order to keep 

children safe. ‘We do not want 
anyone in there with sparklers,’ 
organiser James MacDonald 
said, ‘but we will have glow-
sticks on sale.’

There will also be burgers, hot 
dogs, various other stalls and 
raffles.

James added: ‘It’s all taking 
shape. It’s pretty much all 
together – months and months 
of preparation and it’s finally 
ready.

‘The fireworks are bought and 
they will be here at the end of 
the week.’
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Oban hosts celebration of Scottish shellfi sh
OBAN will this week play host 
to the Association of Scottish 
Shellfish Growers’ annual two-
day conference.

The event will be held in the 
Corran Halls today (Thursday 
October 26) and tomorrow.

A capacity crowd is anticipat-
ed to welcome Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing as 
guest speaker when he opens 
the ASSG conference today.

The two-day event offers a 
packed programme of presenta-
tions and discussion, taking in 
the international perspective, 
environmental challenges 
and Scottish initiatives in the 
farmed shellfish arena.

Mr Ewing said: ‘I am absolute-
ly delighted to be involved in 
this year’s conference and even 
more so that it is in Oban, often 
described as the seafood capital 
of Scotland. The ASSG confer-
ence is always an opportunity 
to celebrate Scotland’s farmed 
shellfish industry, which is a 

significant and growing part of 
our aquaculture economy, with 
producers playing key roles in 
supporting high-skilled jobs in 
rural and coastal communities.

‘This conference is a great 
opportunity to bring industry 
partners, government and 

sector stakeholders together 
to discuss how we continue to 
grow the sector in a sustainable 
way, ensuring we can supply a 
healthy, delicious, environmen-
tally friendly and truly Scottish 
product for years to come.’

Following a welcome from Dr 
Nick Lake, chief executive of 
ASSG, the conference kicks off 
with the annual competition to 
find the best Scottish shellfish. 
This will see an expert panel 
of judges examine and taste 
samples of mussels and oysters 
from all over Scotland, before 
declaring a winner in each of 
three categories: mussels, Pacif-
ic oysters and native oysters.

Head judge and shellfish 
farmer Nicki Holmyard will be 
joined by Oban seafood veteran 
John Ogden, American oyster 
producer Andy de Paola, Sains-
bury’s aquaculture and fisheries 
manager Ally Dingwall, and 
chairwoman of Shetland Food 
and Drink, Marian Armitage.

Ally Dingwall also opens the 
first conference session, with a 
look at consumer expectations 
of shellfish, followed by Rod 
Cappell from Poseidon Re-
source Consultants, who will 
present findings from a project 
that examines the critical mass 
required to assist shellfish pro-
duction economics in Scotland.

Andrew Holmes from Neo-
gen Europe will discuss how 
rapid testing helps to optimise 
shellfish safety, while Andy 
de Paola will talk about oyster 
production in the Gulf of 
Mexico and look at regulatory 
controls, wearing his hat as an 
ex-member of the US Food and 
Drugs Administration.

A new feature for this year 
is a raffle in aid of the RNLI, 
which will be drawn at the an-
nual seafood dinner at Oban’s 
Waterfront Fishouse restaurant 
on October 26. Nick Lake will 
present a cheque to Tom Ken-
nedy, Oban lifeboat mechanic, 

on day two of the conference. 
Working with environmental 
challenges is the theme of the 
second morning session, with 
Carlos Campos from CEFAS 
looking at satellite tracking of 
algal blooms and water quality, 
Sarah Brown from c2w marine 
resource consultants talking 
about biosecurity, and Kati 
Michalek from SAMS present-
ing on environmental variables 
and mussel stocks.

Stewart Graham, chairman 
of the Scottish Aquaculture 
Industry Leadership Group will 
close the conference, with a talk 
about the aims, objectives and 
progress of the group in work-
ing towards Scotland’s Vision 
2030 goals.

Dr Lake said: ‘This country 
has developed an enviable 
reputation for the quality of 
its cultivated shellfish, and 
especially for the way in which 
it has grown sustainably in the 
Highlands and Islands.’

THE countdown has begun to 
this year’s eagerly-anticipated 
Oban Winter Festival, which 
runs from Friday November 17 
to Sunday November 26.

As usual, there will be a host 
of events, including markets, 
parades, ceilidhs, live music, 

exhibitions and competitions, 
as well as the ever-popular 
Christmas lights switch-on.

And, of course, it is all 
happening thanks to the tire-
less efforts of the organising 
committee, who were rewarded 
for their sterling work last year 

with a highly commended 
certificate at the annual Thistle 
Awards. 

Pictured receiving the award 
are, left to right, Louis Barrow, 
Eleanor MacKinnon, David 
Finlayson, Pamela Lockhart, 
Martin Dorchester (chief ex-

ecutive of CalMac) and Karen 
Mackie.

One of the festival highlights 
is the competition for best-
dressed shop window, and 
shopkeepers are reminded they 
have until November 17 to get 
those window displays finished.

The countdown begins to Oban Winter Festival

Oban Gaelic school a step closer
AN OBAN Gaelic school could 
be a step closer after parents 
launched a feasibility study – 
which they expect to work.

The town currently has a Gael-
ic-medium unit within Rockfield 
Primary campus with 49 primary 
pupils and three full-time teach-
ers already in post. There is also 
a feeder pre-fives unit with two 
part-time members of staff.

The Gaelic unit’s parent coun-
cil, Comann nam Pàrant Òban, 
received £5,500 from Argyll and 

Bute Council for a feasibility 
study into a standalone Gaelic 
school, and invited tenders by 
Friday. The study, investigating 
how successfully a project can 
be completed, must be finished 
by March next year.

Comann nam Pàrant member 
Claire Wilding, who has three 
children at the unit and a fourth 
now at Oban High School, said: 
‘I do not see any reason why it 
would not come back a feasible 
idea. There are just booming 
numbers. The Highlands is 
building its third [Gaelic school] 
in Portree. Argyll is known as 

the birthplace of Scots Gaelic.’
The comann said Scotland’s 

five standalone Gaelic schools in 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Fort William and Portree have 
seen more parents opting to put 
their children through Gael-
ic-medium education, leading to 
local authorities considering or 
providing second schools in the 
area to cope with demand.

‘We have almost 50 children, 
which is bigger than a huge 
number of schools in Argyll and 
Bute, in just two classrooms,’ 
Ms Wilding said, arguing that 
children would benefit more 

from full immersion in a Gaelic 
school over a unit where they 
only learn Gaelic until primary 
four.

‘There is a lot of research into 
bilingualism and its benefits,’ she 
explained. ‘It is also easier for 
them to learn another language. 
It is not the case that they are 
behind. At the end of primary 
seven they are on the same level 
as their peers or above.

‘It has been two years since we 
started the campaign, but it all 
comes down to finances for the 
local authority.’

The comann would like to 

explore potential income gen-
eration streams, such as renting 
out office space similar to the 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig at Caol 
near Fort William, and commu-
nity-use space. 

‘The Mòd is such a big thing for 
Oban. Events could take place in 
the school,’ Ms Wilding added.

The comann states: ‘Argyll and 
Bute Council has no immediate 
plans for standalone Gaelic pro-
vision but with positive support 
from the Scottish Government, 
Comann nam Pàrant believes it 
is important to examine the case 
in further detail and explore the 

positive impact this could have 
for the wider area.

‘The feasibility study is part 
of a wider ongoing campaign to 
develop and grow Gaelic-medi-
um provision in the Oban area 
and will be presented to Argyll 
and Bute Council, the Scottish 
Government, Bòrd na Gaidhlig 
and other relevant bodies.’

‘Before any school has to be 
built, the local authority has to 
agree it and hold a consultation,’ 
Ms Wilding said. ‘It would be 
fantastic if the parents who are 
campaigning now could see their 
children use it.’

Fergus Ewing.

There is so much 
going on in Oban
THERE’S so much on this week 
I don’t know where to start but 
from tomorrow would probably 
be as good place as any, writes 
Oban town ambassador Kay 
McDonald.

St John’s Cathedral has the 
Audley Male Voice Choir at 
7.30pm, with guests Oban High 
School Pipe Band and Sequence 
Choir, which will be a fantastic 
evening.

And if that’s not your thing, 
then Crooked Reel are on at 
Markie Dan’s, John the Box 
and Disco at the Lorne, and 
Angus Smith is at the Oban Inn, 
so there’s no excuse to stay at 
home on Friday night.

It promises to be a busy week-
end at the Rockfield Centre 
with a photography exhibition 
entitled Under the Skin from 
8pm to 10pm on Friday and 2pm 
to 4pm on Saturday and Sunday; 
Let’s Make a Scene music and 
spoken word open mic, with 
scones on Friday from 8pm to 
10.30pm; and ‘Sketches in Time’ 
with performed sketches and 
work in progress on Saturday 
from 2pm to 4pm.

Saturday is also the day for 
everything Hallowe’en.

At Dunollie, there’s a chance 
for children of all ages to take 
part in some Hallowe’en crafts, 
making Dunollie cave spiders, 
broomsticks, wands and spooky 
storytelling from 1pm to 3pm.

And, for the adults in the 
evening, Hallowscream is at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls at 
9pm with chart, dance and party 
tunes and Relentless has a Hal-
lowe’en special at the Regent 
Hotel from 9pm with trance, old 
school and clubland anthems.

If you’d prefer something a 
bit gentler then Glencruitten 
Golf Club is the place to be on 
Saturday afternoon for a pink 
afternoon tea from noon, with 
a raffle and all sorts of good 
things going on.

After all that, you’ll need the 
rest of the week to relax before 
we find out what next weekend 
will bring.

As always more details can be 
found on the Oban Town Diary 
and the loveoban Facebook 
page.

The photo last week was the 
old Clydesdale Bank building 
where Shore Café is. Beautiful, 
isn’t it? This week’s is lovely too, 
but where is it?

Ministers 
descend 
on Oban
SCOTTISH cabinet ministers 
will descend on Oban on 
Monday October 30 for the 
Convention of the Highlands 
and Islands at the Corran Halls.

The gathering, which meets 
twice a year in spring and 
autumn, ‘seeks to enable the 
exchange of ideas on strategic 
issues affecting the people of 
the Highlands and Islands’.

Members include this year’s 
host Argyll and Bute Council, 
as well as NHS Highland and 
Western Isles, the Crofting 
Commission, Bord Na Gaidhlig, 
the Highland Council, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, the University 
of the Highlands and Islands, 
Skills Development Scotland 
and the Scottish Funding Coun-
cil.

Meetings are chaired by a 
senior minister, with up to five 
ministers present on the day, 
including the First Minister, 
who usually delivers a keynote 
speech.

The agenda, determined by the 
chairman, was not available at 
the time we went to press.

Classical 
trio to play 
Corran Halls
MUSIC-LOVERS are in for 
a treat in Oban next weekend 
when the Monzani Trio play in 
the town.

Lee Holland, Rachel Spencer 
and Feargus Egan now play 
together as the Monzani Trio 
and they will be giving a concert 
at St John’s Cathedral, Oban, on 
Sunday November 5 at 3pm.

The three young classical 
musicians met 10 years ago at 
the Royal Conservatoire for 
Scotland and went on to develop 
their careers playing flute, violin 
and cello.

The programme is varied and 
fresh with music my Haydn, El-
gar, Corelli and Bartok, but also 
less well known pieces such as 
Four Dorset Folksongs by Eddie 
Maguire.

Tickets are £10 at the door for 
individuals but the event is free 
for under-18s.

WHERE IS THIS?

Plans to expand Oban wifi 
PLANS are being made to 
extend Oban’s free wifi beyond 
the town centre, due to the 
popularity of the service.

BID4Oban chief executive 
Andrew Spence said: ‘Currently 
wifi is installed in the centre of 
Oban and it covers the Little 
Bay area. Coverage is available 
from the CalMac building 
across to the Columba Hotel 
and everywhere in-between.

‘Given the usage and take-
up of the service, we are now 
proposing to extend the service 

from the Columba Hotel up to 
the war memorial. 

‘There are also plans to cover 
Argyll Square, the top end of 
George Street and the retail 
park.

‘BID4Oban has applied to the 
Scottish Digital Towns Project 
for additional funding for sup-
port in managing the project. 
This will enable funding for 
training of key personnel to 
highlight the advantage to the 
business community of a fast 
wifi network.’
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Locals to get best ticket 
deal for Oban Live 2018
READERS of The Oban Times 
will, again, be able to buy tickets 
to Argyll’s largest music event, 
Oban Live 2018, at a heavily 
discounted rate before anyone 
else.

In next week’s Oban Times, 
readers will have 48 hours to 
take up an exclusive ticket offer, 
from 11am on Thursday No-
vember 2 to 11am on Saturday 
November 4.

This is in advance of the ‘early 
bird’ tickets to the two-day, 
open-air music concert going 
on sale to the general public at 
noon on Saturday November 4.

In The Oban Times offer, 
readers will receive a further 
20 per cent off the already dis-
counted early bird ticket price. 
Prices in the offer start from as 
little as £20. Two-day standard 
adult tickets will cost just £48, 

instead of £60 in the general 
early bird offer.

Readers will be able to redeem 
the offer online via an exclusive 
website or in person at specified 
times at the BID4Oban office 
using a special coupon.

Both the coupon and exclusive 
weblink, along with full details, 
will be printed in The Oban 
Times on November 2. Readers 
are advised to get in quick with 
only 48 hours to redeem the 
offer while tickets last.

The Oban Times has confirmed 
it will continue to be media 
partner for the hugely popular 
event following its success in 
2016 and 2017.

Oban Live has entertained 
almost 8,000 attendees each 
year (7,770 in 2016, 7,837 in 2017) 
with a mix of traditional Scottish 
and Celtic-rock artists and inter-

national superstars such as KT 
Tunstall and Toploader.

Its impact over the weekend 
brings £1.1 million to the local 
economy.

Naomi Hoolahan, event direc-
tor for Oban Live, said: ‘We are 
incredibly excited to announce 
details of our special local Oban 
Live 2018 ticket offer.

‘Last year’s audience brought 
so much energy to the event and 
we can’t wait to welcome our 
2018 audience to Mossfield 
Stadium next year. A massive 
thanks to everyone in the area 
who has supported the event 
and for the warm welcome they 
have given visitors from all over 
the world. 2018 is sure to be 
another cracker!’

Go to www.obanlive.com, 
Twitter @obanlive or  www.
facebook.com/obanlive

Tourism campaign is 
up for global award

Winter deaths in NHS 
Highland on a decline

A TOURISM marketing 
campaign designed to raise the 
profile and enhance the percep-
tion of Argyll and the Isles has 
captured global attention.

The Wild About Argyll 
campaign, which features 
Scottish endurance cyclist and 
record-breaker Mark Beaumont 
and is aimed at promoting 
adventure tourism, is a finalist 
in the Place Brand of the Year 
category at the City Nation 
Place Awards.

The global awards celebrate 
destinations that have shown 
exemplary work in attracting 
tourism, driving economic de-
velopment and engaging citizens 
through great communications.

Argyll and the Isles will be up 
against other top destinations 
across the world including 
Toronto and Copenhagen to 
take the coveted prize spon-
sored by the New York Times 
at a  conference in London on 
November 9.

The Wild About Argyll cam-
paign, launched in 2016, was the 
brainchild of Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Cooperative (AITC).

Accessing funding from 
multiple sources, including 
VisitScotland and Argyll and 

Bute Council, AITC engaged 
cyclist and adventurer Mark 
Beaumont on an ambitious 12-
day journey across the region, 
involving 12 different sports, 32 
individual adventures and an 
epic challenge every day.

The results were a series of 
promotional films that have been 
seen by subway users in Glasgow, 
cinema-goers across the central 
belt and people departing Edin-
burgh Airport.

Although originally aimed at 
the adventure market, such is the 
success of Wild About Argyll, it 
is now being adopted as the place 
brand for the region, being used 
by partners across the board in 
different sectors. 

AITC teamed up with Glasgow 
Life during the campaign to 
celebrate the unique relationship 
between the City and Scotland’s 
Adventure Coast.
� www.exploreargyll.co.uk or 
www.wildaboutargyll.co.uk .

THE number of people who 
died during the winter months 
on the West Coast fell last year, 
according to figures released by 
the National Records of Scot-
land (NRS).

The report compared the 
number of deaths during the 
four winter months (December 
to March) to those in the 
non-winter months.

In the NHS Highland area, 
there was an increase of 190 
deaths during the winter of 
2016/17, down from 290 the year 
before – which was nearly four 
times the 80 winter deaths in 
2007/08. In the NHS Western 
Isles area, winter deaths fell to 
30 in 2016/17 from 40 the year 
before, but way up from 10 in 
2007/08.

Nationwide, the figures show 
a total of 20,930 deaths were 

registered across Scotland from 
December 2016 to March 2017, 
compared with 20,509 in the 
previous winter (2015/16). The 
seasonal difference was 2,720 
for winter 2016/17, slightly lower 
than the corresponding figure 
of 2,850 for winter 2015/16.

The seasonal increase of 2,720 
in winter 2016/17 was smaller 
than in most of the 65 previous 
winters, but it was still above the 
level seen in five of the previous 
10 winters. NRS statistics show 
that mortality can fluctuate 
markedly from winter to winter: 
occasionally one year will have 
an unusually large figure, such 
as the 4,060 for winter 2014/15.

NRS chief executive Tim Ellis 
said: ‘The long-term trend since 
the early 1950s has clearly been 
downward. There is no single 
cause.’Skerryvore and Oban High School Pipe Band on stage this year. 

Photograph: Ronnie Cairns

Mike Burgoyne and Lee Myers, chefs at the Whitehouse, restaurant of the year.

Highland and Islands winners celebrate
BUSINESSES are celebrating after being 
crowned winners at the prestigious Highlands 
and Islands Food and Drink Awards 2017.

The awards ceremony, hosted by Jay Rayner, 
award-winning writer, journalist and broadcast-
er, was held in the Kingsmill Hotel, Inverness, 
on Friday October 20.

Fifteen winners were awarded for their out-
standing commitment to the industry, including 
Isle of Harris Distillers for Best Drink and the 
Scottish Salmon Company for Export Award.

The awards are supported by a number 
of Scottish businesses, including Bidfood 
Scotland, Johnston Carmichael, Gordon and 
MacPhail, and Booker Wholesale.

The winners were: Best Drink Award, Isle 

of Harris Distillers; Environment Award, The 
Tomatin Distillery Co; Export Award, Scottish 
Salmon Company; Food and Drink Business 
Growth, Dunnet Bay Distillers;  Healthier Food 
and Drink Award, Fishbox; Independent Food and 
Drink Retailer, Corner on the Square; Innovation 
Award, Scottish Salmon Company; New Business 
Award, Salar Smokehouse; New Product Award 
– Drink, Isle of Harris Distillers; New Product 
Award – Food, Scottish Salmon Company; Best 
Eatery Award, Frankie & Lola’s; Restaurant of 
the Year Award, The Whitehouse Restaurant, 
Lochaline; Young Shining Star Award, Donald 
Maclachlan, Salar Smokehouse; Ambassador of 
the Year 2017, John Scott, Fearn Farm; Excel-
lence Award, The Tomatin Distillery Co.

TIMESLINE
Have your say on 
Argyll’s future
PEOPLE in Argyll and Bute will 
be asked to give their views on a 
� exible, deliverable vision for the 
area.

Argyll and Bute Council is pre-
paring a new Local Development 
Plan (LDP2), which will set out its 
planning and development pro-
posals for the next 10 years from 
2020 and a vision for 20 years.

Residents are being asked to 
give their views on the proposals. 
They can be viewed online until 
December 11. The consultation 
opens on Monday via the council 
website and there will be drop-in 
sessions for the public.

Some of the ideas posed by 
the consultation include ways 
of encouraging population and 
economic growth, and exploring 
a solution to tra�  c management 
and parking issues in and around 
Oban.

Go to www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
ldp2

 

People urged to 
avoid sky lanterns
LOCH Lomond and the Tros-
sachs National Park Authority 
and the National Farmers’ 
Union Scotland are asking 
people to avoid using sky lan-
terns, also known as Chinese 
lanterns.

The lanterns, which are 
constructed from paper with 
a wire or wooden frame and 

contain a lit candle, are a � re 
risk and can be a danger to 
wildlife, forests and livestock. 
The lanterns are a considera-
ble health risk to animals as 
if the frame is ingested it can 
cause serious harm or death.

In recent years there have 
also been reports of the 
lanterns starting � res and 
damaging property.

Fifteen Scottish local author-
ities including Argyll and Bute, 
which is part of the national 
park have banned the release 
of sky lanterns and helium 
balloons.

 

Sign up for CAR 
emergency project
AN ARMY of volunteers who own 
boats and 4x4s are o� ering to 
mobilise to protect and support 
their communities – in a unique 
partnership with the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service (SFRS).

Members of rural communities 
who have access to vehicles that 
can be used to cross water or 
negotiate rough and rural terrain 
have signed up to a Community 
Asset Register (CAR). They also 
have a range of specialist skills 
such as mountain rescue.

And those volunteers can now 
be quickly identi� ed through 
CAR which is operated and 
activated by operations control 
at times of signi� cant emergency 
to enhance a full SFRS response.

To register an interest, go to 
SFRS.CommunityAssetRegister@ 
� rescotland.gov.uk.
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Scandalous plan 
SO THE Boundary Commission 
for Scotland has revealed its 
revised proposals for two new 
enormous UK parliamentary con-
stituencies for Argyll, Lochaber 
and the Highlands.

This plan is utterly wrong.
One new constituency will be 

called Argyll, Bute and Lochaber, 
and will cover an area from the 
Mull of Kintyre to Fort William 
and the Ardnamurchan peninsu-
la, as well as a number of islands, 
including Mull, Coll and Tiree.

The other – Highland South 
– will replace the existing Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber constituency 
and will spread from Grantown-
on-Spey in the east to Skye, 
encompassing Inverness, Spean 
Bridge, Mallaig and islands 
including Canna, Rum and Eigg.

How on earth is one member of 
Parliament supposed to represent 
an area as huge as that proposed 
for Argyll, Bute and Lochaber?

This smacks of city-dwellers who 
know nothing of the Highlands 
and Islands geography shuffling 
numbers in an office in the central 
belt.

It’s all part, of course, of a 
scheme to reduce the number of 
MPs from 650 to 600, a disgrace 
in itself.

It’s a disgrace because our 
bloated House of Lords is stuffed 
to the gunnels with around 800 
unelected legislators. But, then, 
successive prime ministers from 

both parties have spent decades 
loading the so-called upper house 
with their placemen and women 
to try to ensure they will be able 
to have legislation passed unhin-
dered.

If the powers-that-be want to 
slim down our parliamentary 
representatives, they should start 
with a sweeping cull of the Lords 
or, better still, scrap it altogether.

Meanwhile, the Boundary 
Commission says it is undertaking 
a final consultation about these 
constituency proposals lasting 
until December 11.

Aye, right.
Does anyone really imagine that 

our views up here in the High-
lands and Islands will be worth 
a button? We will be completely 
ignored and ridden roughshod 
over.

It’s scandalous.

Star in the making
OBAN’S Robert MacIntyre 
turned professional as a golfer just 
about a month ago and is already 
a winner.

The 21-year-old Glencruitten 
player last week won his first 
tournament in only his second 
outing as a pro. And that followed 
hard on the heels of finishing 
third – and setting a new course 
record into the bargain – in his 
first tournament.

He has been lighting up the fair-
ways in these two competitions 
– the first in Jordan and the other 
in Kuwait – as he sets out on what 
is destined to be a coruscating 
career.

I’m sure he is heading for great 
things and we’ll be filling column 
inches in The Oban Times with 

stories about his successes on an 
all too regular basis.

Congratulations, Robert.

Well done, BID4Oban
I WROTE last week praising Argyll 
and Bute Council for its efforts to 
repair the damaged safety barriers 
in Argyll Square and smarten up 
all the railings around Oban town 
centre with a coat of fresh paint.

Giving credit where it is due, 
those good people at BID4Oban 
got in touch to say that, yes, the 
council repaired the barriers in Ar-
gyll Square but painting the railings 
in that area, as well as the bollards 
at the bottom end of George Street 
and on Combie Street, the railings 
on the bridge over the Black Lynn 
at Bossard’s and others was con-
ceived of, funded and executed by 
BID4Oban. And this programme 
will continue with other areas 
around town to benefit over the 
coming weeks.

I’ve praised the work done by 
BID4Oban before – and I am very 
glad it has another five years of 
working for the town having just 
won a big vote to continue – and I’m 
more than happy to set the record 
straight.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@oban-
times.co.uk or The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB.

Robert MacIntyre.

Western Isles
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ORGANISERS of the 
Western Isles Lifestyle 
Lottery are delighted to 
announce that Lewis Croft-
ers Limited is the latest 
local company to support 
the lottery, for which news 
of November’s bolt-on prize 
will shortly be announced.

The lottery has now 
shared out £2,331 in cash 
prizes and more than 
£1,500 has been banked 
in the community funding 
pot to be distributed at the 
end of October taking the 
total raised so far for com-
munity upgrades to £6,200.

The ninth successful 
Western Isles Lifestyle 
Lottery draw was held on 
Saturday October 14 with 
congratulations going to 
the following winners: first 
prize of £161.04, Norman 
Hughson, Stornoway; sec-
ond prize of £67.10, Karen 
Afrin, Stornoway; and third 
prize of £40.26, Margaret 

MacMillan, Eoligarry, Bar-
ra and Vatersay, making her 
Barra’s sixth winner.

The bolt-on prize-winners 
will be announced as soon 
as organisers receive the 
results so another winner 
will receive a cash bonus 
of £250 and another will 
receive a three-bottle 
presentation pack of Barra 
Atlantic Gin.

The organisers thank 
all those who have joined 
the lottery and encourage 
direct debit payments to 
continue their support.

Encouragement is also 
sent out to those who hav-
en’t joined yet so both priz-
es and community pots rise 
further and the benefits can 
be appreciated by islanders 
and tourists.

Tickets can be purchased 
online on www.western-
isleslottery.co.uk or during 
office hours by telephone 
on 0300 30 20 444.

Professor Boyd Robertson, Deborah Mo� att, Sue Geale, 
Mark Wringe and Sir Ian MacDonald.

Linda MacGillivray is retiring.

THE winner of this year’s 
MacDonald of Sleat poetry 
prize is Deborah Moffat 
from the United States.

This is the second year in 
succession that she has won 
the competition. Deborah 
belongs to Vermont but now 
lives in Fife. She began writ-
ing Gaelic poetry in 2013.

The competition, which is 
run by Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
was instituted by Sir Ian 
MacDonald of Sleat in 
memory of his daughter, 
Deborah. The competition 
has an annual tree-related 
theme and this year it was 
a branch or branches. The 
Branch of Hope was the 
title of the poem composed 
by Deborah and selected by 
the panel of three judges.

Deborah received her 
prize from Sir Ian Mac-
Donald at a gathering at 
the Museum of the Isles 
at Armadale on Saturday 
September 30. Sir Ian said: 
‘I particularly liked Debo-
rah’s poem which also read 
like a prayer. My daughter, 
Deborah, would have loved 
it and understood the feel-
ing and words of hope.’

Speaking on behalf of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, princi-
pal Professor Boyd Robert-
son said: ‘This competition 
is important as it inspires 

people to write new verse 
in our language and  adds 
to the body of literature in 
Gaelic. And it is a felicitous 
way of renewing memories 
of a daughter cut off in her 
prime.’

BRANCH OF HOPE
I was raised on a remote, 
lonely island,
a harsh, unforgiving island,
an island without hope.
 
There was a garden on 
the island, lush with leafy 
trees,
the branches whispering in 
a strange language,
revealing the secrets of the 
world.
 
It was a secluded garden, 
dark, solitary,
a garden without joy, 
without fellowship,
a garden without hope.
 
But at the far edge of the 
garden, a slender branch
of a fertile apple tree 
stretched over the wall,
waving merrily to the 
world.
 
It was a healthy, flourishing 
branch, intrepid,
seeking light, seeking  
knowledge,
a branch of hope.

A UNIVERSITY graduate 
from Coll has won a major 
environmental award.

Rhona Smith, 23, recently 
won the Most Enterprising 
Green Graduate prize 
in the Environmental 
Placement Awards run 
by Lothians-based Bright 
Green Business.

Finalists were based at 
organisations throughout 
Scotland and the expert 
panel of judges included 
David Nicholson from the 
Centre for Engineering Ed-
ucation and Development 
(CeeD), June Graham of 
Keep Scotland Beautiful, 
Andy Wood from Capital 
Documents Solutions and 
Tom Kemsley from Sweco.

Rhona is now undertak-
ing a Masters at Edinburgh 
University in Environment 
Sustainability after working 
on a major project for Edin-
burgh College.

She was seconded for a 
12-week project as a waste 
management researcher on 
placement at Edinburgh 
College. Her placement was 
extended to six months and 
the aim was to make stu-
dents and staff aware of the 
importance of recycling.

Rhona, who already has 
a degree in geography, 

explained that if food, for 
example, was deposited in 
a mixed recycling bin the 
whole contents had then to 
be sent to landfil, which, un-
der the contract Edinburgh 
College has, means extra 
costs to the organisation.

Bringing consistency to 
disposal was key and Rhona 
said that disposal of paper, 
plastics, food and other 
items was a huge challenge.

She added: ‘The aim is 
to have students and staff 
recycle properly and we are 
continuing our work.

‘If staff or students don’t 
recycle properly, it impacts 
on the contact the college 
has with contractors.’

TWO new books have been 
released by Wild Goose 
Publications, the publishing 
house of the Iona Commu-
nity.

They are The Cloisters of 
Iona Abbey by Ewan Mathers 
and From Darkness to Easter-
ing by Bonnie B Thurston.

The Cloisters is described 
as ‘a collection of beautiful 
photographs   depicting in 
detail the carvings of the re-
stored cloisters of Iona 
Abbey,  with text reflecting 
on the meaning of each 
design and information 
about the flora and fauna of 
the Isle of Iona and beyond 
which most of the carvings 
represent.

‘As a frequent visitor 
to Iona since childhood, 

Ewan Mathers observed 
the newly rebuilt cloisters 
being transformed over 30 
years from rough pillars 
of fragile sandstone into a 
complete, cyclical, unified 
work of art.’

Of From Darkness, Wild 
Goose said: ‘This is a book 
about how, on a cosmic 
and a personal level, dark-
ness gives way to light. It 
does not sugar-coat the re-
ality of darkness but is full 
of hope, reminding voyag-
ers that “light shines in the 
darkness”, that darkness is 
required to perceive light 
– and that Easter means 
the light has come, life 
triumphs, and the promised 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
for growth – “eastering”.’

Rhona Smith.

A DUNOON woman has 
received Girlguiding’s top 
honour for her service.

Elaine Kelly received her 
Laurel award in recognition 
of her outstanding service 
and was presented with a 
specially-designed brooch 
by Girlguiding Scotland’s 
chief commissioner, Moira 
McKenna.

Elaine, who first began 

volunteering for Girlguid-
ing Scotland when her 
daughter’s Brownie unit 
needed extra helpers, has 
shown more than three 
decades of commitment 
to supporting girls, young 
women and other volun-
teers to be all they can be.

Elaine, who is a leader with 
the 1st Dunoon Brownies, 
has supported hundreds of 

girls to enjoy new experienc-
es, learn new skills and grow 
in confidence.

In addition to leading 
her Brownies in fun and 
adventure every week, 
Elaine has volunteered 
in a wide range of roles at 
a local and national level 
including volunteering as 
a county commissioner, 
leading guiding in Argyll.

Elaine Kelly and Moira 
McKenna.

A TROSSACHS councillor 
has said fixing the current 
C60 bus route is a key prior-
ity in addressing the issue of 
a continued service that will 
provide a transport link be-
tween Killin and Callander.

A series of public meetings 
has been conducted by 
Stirling Council since Kings-
house Travel announced it 
was to cut the service.

Councillor Evelyn Tweed 
said: ‘Local residents have 
made their views known and 
it is clear that by far the most 
favoured option is to replace 
the existing C60 service by 
fixing the issues that have led 
to its planned termination. 
However, there are a num-
ber of obstacles standing 
between where we are now 

and reaching that goal. 
‘I understand the primary 
reason for the discontinu-
ation of the service to be 
that there are now no local 
bus drivers available to run 
it. I am aware of a number 
of local residents who are 
willing to train as passenger 
carrying vehicle drivers and I 
therefore gather that officers 
are in discussions with King-
house Travel about possibly 
delaying the termination of 
the service.

‘In addition, there is a gen-
eral feeling within the Killin 
and Crianlarich communi-
ties that the service should 
be extended to Tyndrum and 
Crianlarich and the feasibili-
ty of this is being assessed by 
council officers.’

Appin children have been skiing for many years and the programme will now continue thanks to new sponsorship.

Members of the group who took part in Make a Di� erence Day.

AN APPIN mum has 
written to The Oban Times 
to express her gratitude to 
a local business for spon-
soring the village’s school 
skiing programme.

Fiona Hutchison said: 
‘Appin Primary School has 
been taking children skiing 
for the past 40 years. I was a 
pupil back then and am now 
a parent. It is a great oppor-
tunity for the children as we 
live close to two ski resorts.

‘But it is an expensive 
sport and many parents 
don’t ski, so having the 
opportunity to go with the 
school is a fantastic chance 
for children to learn to ski.

‘It is a skill that they 
keep, like riding a bike, 
and which enables them to 
continue to enjoy the sport 
as they grow up. But it costs 
a lot to take the young ones 
skiing and we are delighted 
to say that Highland Titles 
from Duror have donated 
£500 towards the cost of 
this winter’s skiing.’
� STAFF at Port Appin 
Surgery marked the retire-
ment of practice manager 
Linda MacGillivray last 
Wednesday October 18. 
Linda was a familiar face to 
patients across the Appin 
area, having spent 17 years 
at the surgery.

VOLUNTEERS taking 
part in the latest Make a 
Difference Day, organised 
by Friends of Loch Lo-
mond and the Trossachs, 
the heritage charity for the 
national park, helped to 
remove trees and shrubs 
to open up scenic views of 

the loch and Ben Lomond 
along a stretch of the busy 
A82 tourist route.

A group of 30 volunteers 
travelled to Inverbeg, just 
north of Luss, to remove 
several hundred metres 
of overgrown plants and 
shrubs from the side of 

the road, giving motorists, 
cyclists and walkers clear 
views of Loch Lomond.

Also part of the day was 
a litter clearance exer-
cise, which resulted in 
dozens of bags of rubbish 
being collected from 
litter-strewn lay-bys and 

neighbouring areas beside 
the A82.

This was part of the 
Friends of Loch Lomond’s 
‘Windows on the Loch’ 
project, which aims to 
improve views of Loch Lo-
mond along the busy A82 
tourist route.
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MORVERN lines
Eye to the hills
WINTER is an important time of the 
year for Highland stalkers. It is the 
season when the red deer hinds, the 
females of the species, are carefully 
selected and culled. The short winter 
days can be long and difficult for these 
gentlemen of the hills who go about 
their work in the most uncomfortable 
and trying conditions. Chilled to the 
marrow by the bracing northerly winds 
from Scandinavia, soaked to the skin 
from crawling through peat bogs and 
lying for hours in melting snow and ice, 
their task is indeed a hard one.

As if to compensate for the unpleas-
ant times, there are days when to be 
on the high ground is nothing short 
of pure joy. The unrivalled scenery, 
the solitude, the lift of a golden-eagle 
on the breeze, the croak of ptarmigan 
among the rocks and the bark of a hind 
by the edge of the loch in the fading 
light. All these make the stalker’s task 
an enviable one as he goes about his 
business in the evening of the year.

Knowledge of the terrain and the 
strike of the wind on every corrie and 
slope of his ground are the most impor-
tant factors which a stalker has to take 
into account when deciding where to 
stalk. To get close to deer one must be 
able to think like them – and that only 
comes through years of experience and 
respect for the animals.

A deer’s sense of smell is as strong 
as its eyesight and awareness. Hunted 
from time immemorial, they hate the 
scent of man and will run for miles once 
it is in their nostrils. Depending on the 
strength of the wind and the climatic 
conditions at the time, a hill-stalker 

will rarely risk passing within a mile 
on the windward side of a group of 
deer. Unless they have been disturbed, 
or the weather is especially fine, deer 
will nearly always lie out of the wind 
and so it is on that part of the hillside 
the stalker must start looking for deer 
with his telescope or binoculars before 
setting out.

It is possible to stalk deer in almost 
any weather but some conditions do 
not help. Mist is probably the greatest 
problem. Not only are they invisible it 
also makes them nervous and unset-
tled, and apt to move around more than 
usual. Human scent carries further and 
stronger in the mist and the slightest 
puff of back wind at the last minute will 
send them racing away over the nearest 
skyline.

Driving rain is not only uncomfort-
able, it makes spotting deer more 

difficult. It also creates a problem when 
using a telescopic sight – as most stalk-
ers do these days. One of the pleasures 
of going stalking with a rifle or a 
camera is to be able to sit, back against 
a rock or a heathery bank, spying the 
surrounding areas unobserved, which 
is impossible in wet and windy weather. 
Although frosty ground is a pleasure 
to walk and crawl over, it can be noisy, 
especially if the stalker is wearing 
synthetic materials for extra warmth in-
stead of traditional tweeds. Deer have 
acute hearing and the slightest noise of 
breaking ice will hold their attention 
for long periods.

High wind also makes deer wary. Al-
though favouring the stalker by coming 
from a definite direction, its movement 
among heather and grass makes the 
animals nervous. Often when feeding 
in a gale, they will suddenly throw up 

their heads and catch out the unwary 
stalker as he or she tries to slip across 
an open patch of moorland.

On reaching the firing point, usually 
not more than 100 yards from the an-
imal, the stalker spends some time se-
lecting which one to shoot. The choice 
depends on the objective. Where the 
primary purpose is to reduce the size 
of the herd for the benefit of the ma-
jority, the oldest and the youngest will 
be taken as they will be the first to die 
of natural causes if left. If the animal is 
being taken for its meat, a ‘yeld’ hind 
is selected. That is a female which for 
some reason did not have a calf the 
previous year and is therefore in prime 
condition.

Once selected, the marksman shoots 
the animal in the neck, or the heart to 
ensure that it is killed as quickly and 
cleanly as possible. It is then bled and 
gralloched and taken to the larder by 
pony or more likely an ATV (all-terrain 
vehicle). Gralloching is the removal of 
the intestines which is of no commer-
cial value and better left on the hill as 
food for the ravens and the golden or 
sea eagles.

Back at the larder, the carcasses are 
thoroughly cleaned, inspected and 
hung in a chiller to await collection 
by a game dealer or to be skinned and 
cut up for home consumption. Gifts 
of venison are permissible under the 
current legislation. Sales, other than to 
a licensed dealer, are rightly illegal to 
ensure it hasn’t been poached and that 
the product is traceable and presented 
to the public under the best possible 
conditions.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Fateful day hundreds 
died as ship foundered
ON OCTOBER 6, 1918, in a 
fierce storm off the West Coast, 
the HMS Otranto, an armed 
merchant vessel, was involved in 
a collision with another ship in 
the same convoy, SS Kashmir.

In the considerable Oban 
Times coverage of the sinking, a 
significant element of the tragedy 
was not mentioned. It was the in-
credible rescue of 611 men from 
extreme danger by a British naval 
commander named Lt Frances 
Craven, with his crew on the 
destroyer, HMS Mounsey.

Following the collision with 
the Kashmir, the Otranto was 
irretrievably damaged and was 
sinking. It had lost all power and 
was drifting helplessly in massive 
seas when the Mounsey arrived 
from Belfast on convoy escort 
duty.

There then followed an episode 
which ranks among the finest in 
British naval history.

Craven approached the stricken 
Otranto and signalled to her 
captain that he was coming in to 
help. He signalled: ‘I am coming 
alongside to take off the Ameri-
can troops.’

The Otranto’s captain, Ernest 
Davidson, replied: ‘Steer clear, or 
you will lose your crew and your 
ship.’

Craven responded: ‘I am com-
ing alongside, if we go down, we 
go down together.’

The difficulties facing Craven 
and his crew were immense. His 
ship was considerably smaller 
than the Otranto. There was a 
grave danger that he could fatally 
damage the Mounsey by collid-
ing with the Otranto. The waves 
were massive, some estimates 
had the height at between 12 and 
15 metres.

Craven brought his ship along-
side the Otranto. As the waves 
raised his smaller ship, almost 
to the level of the deck on the 
Otranto, the US troops were 
to jump for their lives. This was 
easier said than done.

Most of the US troops on board 
the Otranto were from inland 
Georgia, some way from the sea. 
For many of the men aboard 
the Otranto, the first time they 
had seen the sea was when the 
Otranto had left New York six 
days before.

They had to time their jump 
from a heaving deck onto the 
deck of a ship that was sometimes 
almost level and at other times 
was 15 metres below them. Sadly, 
many men did not make it.

A number fell between the two 
ships and were drowned, with 
some being crushed. Others 
succeeded in reaching the 
deck of the Mounsey only to be 
immediately washed back into 
the sea by giant waves. Others 
were seriously injured as they 
fell, breaking legs or other bones. 
One unfortunate mis-timed his 
jump and fell to his death down 
one of Mounsey’s funnels.

The crew of the Mounsey did 
what they could in appalling cir-
cumstances to get the successful 
jumpers below decks. The Moun-
sey was in danger of becoming 
top-heavy with all these men on 
the deck. Many of the survivors 
were in a state of shock and were 
reluctant to go below. Eventually 
they were ordered below deck at 
gunpoint.

The Otranto’s British crew were 
marginally more successful at 
timing their jumps, as were most 
of the crew of a French trawler 
who had been rammed by the 
Otranto a couple of nights earlier. 
The captain of the trawler had a 

large faithful dog which had been 
rescued from the trawler with the 
crew.  The trawler captain fell 
into the sea between the boats 
and his dog jumped into the sea 
with him. Both were killed.

Craven made two successful 
passes alongside the Otranto. 
The port side of the destroyer had 
become crumpled by frequent 
contact with the Otranto. Water 
was pouring in and the Moun-
sey’s crew were seriously worried 
that their ship would founder.

Reluctantly, Craven left the 
Otranto and set sail for Belfast. 
His seamanship during the res-
cue had been outstanding. His 
seamanship to get his badly dam-
aged, overloaded and leaking 
ship to Belfast in huge angry seas 
was something else.

All the time he was on the 
bridge, Craven stayed calm and 
looked as though he was relishing 
the challenge.

He met another destroyer on 
the way and asked them to warn 
Belfast that he was on his way 
with many badly injured men. 
His own radio mast had been a 
casualty of the rescue.

The rescued men on the Moun-
sey then endured several hours 
of unremitting misery as they 
sat up to their knees in seawater. 
They were awash with vomit from 
seasickness. Traumatised, cold 
and terrified, it was only after 
the Mounsey finally reached Bel-
fast and they were helped ashore 
and given food and warm dry 
clothing that they finally began to 
feel their ordeal was over. Sadly, 

12 men were to die in Belfast 
from their injuries.

The Mounsey needed such 
massive repairs that it did not go 
out on active service again.

Those left aboard the Otranto 
knew they were doomed. Within 
30 minutes of the Mounsey’s 
departure, the Otranto grounded 
on Islay’s Old Woman’s Reef, 
about 400 metres off the entrance 
to Machir Bay. At once the ship 
began to break up. The order was 
given: ‘Every man for himself.’

Watching all this were a few 
local people onshore. More help 
was sent for and farmers and 
fishermen from Portnahaven, 
Port Wemyss and Kilchiaran 
arrived on the scene. Unfortu-
nately, there was very little they 
could do. Of the roughly 490 men 
who had been left behind on the 
Otranto, only 21 survived. Sadly, 
two were to die later.

The report of the disaster writ-
ten by police Sergeant MacNeill 
a month later spelled out the 
bravery of Islay people who were 
the first on the scene. At some 
considerable risk to themselves, 
men waded out into the wild sea 
and helped survivors ashore.

David McTaggart, a farmer 
from Kilchiaran, was joined by 
Donald McLachlan, a plough-
man from Machrie. Together 
they managed to rescue three 
men from the waves.

Two brothers, John and Donald 
McPhee, from Kilchoman, 
dashed into the surf to pull out 
injured and drowning American 
soldiers.

Two soldiers from Port 
Charlotte, home on leave, Pte 
Archibald Torrie and Pte Donald 
McIndeor, bravely jumped across 
a gully to save an American who 
had been washed up onto a rock 
by a huge wave.

The handful who survived the 
catastrophe were taken into the 
homes of Kilchoman and Kilchi-
aran people where they were fed, 
clothed and revived.

All attention was now devoted 
to recovering the bodies - a very 
difficult task given the amount of 
wreckage about on the shore and 
in the gullies.

By October 11, 230 bodies 
had been gathered. Kilchoman 
Parish Church and graveyard was 
used to store them. Coffins were 
made in batches at Bruichladdich 
Distillery and sent to Kilchoman. 
Islay men scoured the coastline, 
going through tons of wreckage 
looking for bodies.

Establishing exactly how 
many died on the Otranto is 
not straightforward. Spanish 
flu was reported to have taken 
some of those on board before 
the collision. In addition, the 
exact number of men on board is 
unclear with different authorities 
giving different figures.

In his excellent book of the 
sinking, Professor Scott came 
to a figure of 470 for total loss 
of life. This included 106 British 
crew and six French fishermen 
who had been picked up earlier 
in the voyage when their ship had 
sunk. Many bodies were never 
recovered.

‘As other bodies were found, 
they, too, were brought to the 
churchyard, examined, and taken 
to the growing cemetery for bur-
ial. Reverend Grant officiated 
at all of the funerals, sometimes 
conducting services for six or 
eight, then three or four, and lat-
er for only one at a time, until – in 
the end – 315 American soldiers 
had found a resting place in the 
rocky soil of Islay’ – R Neil Scott, 
Many Were Held by the Sea.
� This material first appeared in 
The Ileach.

HMS Mounsey, responsible for saving 611 men from the sinking SS Otranto. Photo: Creative Commons

The SS Otranto which sank on October 6, 1918, as the result of a collision with the SS Kashmir.

STUART GRAHAM
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Hind shooting in the 
winter can be hard 
work. Photograph by Iain 

Thornber
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Out enjoying 
the last of the 
summer sun 
and showing off 
a glass act...
The new 
glass 
balustrade 
looks 
amazing 
doesn’t it!

It really does 
finish of the 
deck nicely!

Ha, and 
you’ll not 
be able to 
make a fool 
of yourself 
by falling off 
the decking 
again dad!!

Thank you 
Emily!! To be 
fair, that only 
happened 
twice!!



THE Royal National Mòd is a great 
highlight in the diary of anyone with 
an interest in Highland music, song 
and culture. There is a wide range of 
varied components to attract a vast 
cross-section of society of all ages.

From plumbers to politicians, finan-
ciers to fisherman, marines to middle 
managers – you will find them all 
mingling at the Mòd peppered with 
an age range of revellers from three 
to 90 years old. That is the event’s 
biggest strength – bringing a varied 
group of people who share a common 
interest together. 

Last week’s event in Fort William 
delivered eight days and nights of meet-
ing old friends, making new ones and 
celebrating together in way that is akin 
to the Highlands’ and Islands’ very own 
extra Christmas and New Year.

The Mòd certainly has some draw-
backs and shortcomings as cannot be 
avoided in such a large production, but 
the overall effect is greatly positive, 
and any criticisms I have of the event 

are minor compared with my larger 
view of it and the positive contribution 
it makes to our culture. I have my own 
specific Mòd dislikes and prejudices 
and it would be disingenuous not to 
make mention of some.

Listening to Gaelic singing, 
especially in a group format, is my 
favourite musical experience but, try 
as I may, I cannot adapt my taste to be 
able to enjoy all but some of the choral 
arrangements. To my simple ear, the 
prescribed settings largely clash with 
the simple beauty of the raw material.

This is very much down to personal 
taste, and in no way is it a slant on the 
hard work, skill and other positive 
attributes of this genre. However, 
there would be value in adding to the 
group singing competitions an outlet 
for more traditional and simple forms 
of arrangement and delivery. 

I would love to hear 30 choristers belt 
out Sìne Bhàn in the freer style heard 
in the traditional medal competition, 
with subtle and simple harmonies 
adding to a strong unison element. 

The solo components have moved 
significantly in the right direction 
over recent years in this regard and 

I would like to see the ensemble 
elements do likewise. Robert Nairn 
and Jimmy Cameron leading the 
‘Garrison’ choristers would be in with 
a good chance of a prize next year in 
that competition.

On a personal note, I am very proud 
of our long-time musical collaborator 
and Skipinnish wife Rachel Walker, as 
last week she was named the Mòd gold 
medallist of 2017 at her home Mòd.

Her group, Lochaber Gaelic Choir, 
which she leads as conductor, also 
lifted the Margaret Duncan Memorial 
Trophy. These are two great accom-
plishments in their own right, but to 
achieve both at the same Mòd is an 
outstanding feat and is a reflection of 
her great talent, her hard work and her 
lifelong commitment to Gaelic song.

The Mòd is a unique event and, as 
it continues to develop and evolve, 
its 115-year history has laid a strong 
foundation on which to move forward 
and continue to support and promote 
one of the richest musical cultures in 
the world.

Fort William 2017 was a great 
success and Dunoon 2018 is greatly 
anticipated.
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Days gone by – the Mòd

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

We published this picture in The Oban Times on October 12 as part of our Mòd preview but did not have names. How-
ever, Patricia Campbell from Peebles was kind enough to write to say it is the Glenorchy Gaelic Choir in 1935-36. And 
they are, back row, left to right: John (Jock) Campbell, George Marjoriebanks, Rev Adam Anderson, Calum MacPhail, 

John Cameron, Dan Campbell, James Robertson, Archie MacCallum (conductor); middle row: Margaret Robertson, 
Mrs Hardie, Miss Carmichael, Mrs MacLaren, Miss Campbell; front row: Miss Cameron, Mrs Bettie Campbell, Miss Sally 

Scott, Miss Alice MacLean, Miss Ina Urquhart, Miss Sheila Cameron, Miss Diana Marjoriebanks, Miss Bella Fisher.

Social media

The past week has seen an absolutely glorious celebra-
tion of all things Gaelic thanks to a very successful 

Royal National Mòd in Lochaber.
There have been hundreds of musicians and singers 

competing for the prestigious prizes in a number of ven-
ues across the Fort William area, with the added benefit 
of a serious boost to the local economy as a result of the 
number of visitors.

It has been wonderful to experience this splendid 
recognition of the importance of Gaelic language and 
culture in this modern age. There is no doubt at all 

that Gaelic is a vibrant language still, and is crucial to 
Scotland’s future as well as its past.

Yet, as we report today, it is worrying that it appears 
to be in decline in its very heartland, the Western Isles. 
That is why it is vital that Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) is preparing a Gaelic Language 
Plan to arrest this decline.

Conversely, there is better news with a push to open 
a Gaelic school in Oban gaining new momentum. That 
would be a very welcome development and help to gen-
erate more Gaelic speakers.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks for making 
Mòd shop a success
Sir,
May I through your columns thank 
everyone who was involved in making 
a success of the Mòd shop.

The adaptable team of volunteers 
made it a very happy place to work in 
thanks to the donators of first-class 
goods and the customers who bought 
them, the bakers who supplied us 
with cakes, pancakes, scones and me-
ringues for the benefit of customers 
and staff alike and also the musi-
cians and singers who entertained at 
the Saturday afternoon ceilidhs.

We raised more than £6,000 which 
will help with the cost of bringing the 
Mòd to Fort William.

By requests from volunteers and 
customers and the help of Stewart 
Maclean and John MacDonald, the 
shop will remain open three days 
a week until Christmas. All funds 
raised during that period will be 
shared between the local mòd, Meir 
Lochaber and Lochaber Rural Edu-
cation Trust. Thank you all.

Isabel Campbell MBE,
Mòd shop convener.

Volunteers deserve 
a pat on the back
Sir,
Your newspaper will rightly celebrate 
the considerable success of Lochaber 
entrants in the Royal National Mòd 
just finished but, as a community, 
we must extend our appreciation to 
the army of volunteers who worked 
tirelessly to raise funds and then to 
ensure that all went well.

The team was led by the local com-
mittee and I hope that no-one will 
mind me identifying Ronald Cameron 
and Anthony Oliver as convener and 
chief steward respectively who carried 
out these pivotal leadership roles.

Ten years ago at Mòd 2007, I was 
vice-convener under the late, cele-
brated Charlie MacColl and so have 
some understanding of the huge effort 
involved. Is math a rinn sibh.

John C Hutchison,
Taigh na Coille, 
Badabrie, Fort William.

All craft workers 
were accommodated
Sir,
I was puzzled to read your article 
‘Fort knitter left disappointed at the 
Mòd showcase confusion’ (Lochaber 
Times, October 19), especially as the 
lady in question, Isabel MacPhee did 
have a table to showcase her work.

There did appear to have been some 
miscommunication on behalf of other 
craft workers. However, as soon as 
this was discovered Seonag Anderson 
did everything in her power to sort it 
out, and at extremely short notice.

While sharing a table is not an ideal 
situation for anyone, it is always better 
to have a presence at a showcase event 
than none at all.

As it was, Seonag managed to ensure 
everyone was accommodated with 

their own table. I, for one, would like 
to offer Seonag a very big thank you. 
Her organisational skills are second 
to none.

Tapadh leibh,
Mary Carol Souness,
Kennedy Road, Fort William.

Millennium Garden is 
a wonderful asset
Sir,
I’d like to record our gratitude to the 
staff at Homebase in Oban for kindly 
supplying potting compost, gravel and 
plants free of charge to fill a large 
planter at the Millennium Garden 
beside Atlantis Leisure.

Funds raised by the Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark have been used 
to upgrade the garden from time to 
time and Keep Oban Beautiful has 
volunteered to maintain and enhance 
the garden into the future. It was 
planted originally to celebrate the 
millennium using trees and shrubs 
donated by a number of gardens in 
the area, and is intended for the en-
joyment of all.

We’re hoping to extend the flower-
ing season and possibly put in some 
more seating and, used with care and 
respect, the garden will continue to be 
a wonderful asset to the area.

Maurice Wilkins,
Keep Oban Beautiful.
 

Conservative tax hike 
has hit whisky hard
Sir,
I agree with Councillor Redman’s 
view that Islay is a wonderful place 
to visit and I would add a wonderful 
place to live and work (Letters, The 
Oban Times, October 12).

However, I suggest he thinks about 
the following comments made by the 
Scotch Whisky Association. ‘Philip 
Hammond’s damaging 3.9 per cent 
duty hike has hit UK demand for 
Scotch and has seen less money going 
into the Treasury.’

Sales of whisky in the UK have fallen 
in the past year. Despite that, in 2015 
£124 million in duty and in 2016 £229 
million in duty went into the Treasury.

To underline the point, Phillip Ham-
mond is the Conservative Chancellor. 
Maybe Councillor Redman could 
inquire why more of this money isn’t 
coming back to Islay.

He is making simplistic points about 
a complicated economic  situation.

Ann Humphreys,
Islay.

Another bit of Oban 
history is now gone
Sir,
Another piece of Oban history has 
now gone.

Gillies’ farm, Dalintart, has been 
demolished. It was the former home of 
Anne Lorne Gillies, the well-known 
singer. It has been removed as part of 
the new high school development.

The farm, latterly used as a stable 
for horses on the fields and hills 

above Oban, used to straddle the new 
footpath leading to the football pitch 
at Glencruitten from the new school.

But after the horses had left (evicted 
by the council), it had become ruinous 
and was deemed to be dangerous and 
was being used for illicit gatherings. 
The diggers have now cleared all 
evidence that it existed.

John Burton,
Dalintart Drive, Oban.
 

Who makes decisions 
on council budget?
Sir,
How do we spend our money? There 
are difficult decisions to set our prior-
ities as a community.

I would like to hear what Argyll and 
Bute Council’s economic develop-
ment department is actually doing.

The lady in charge of the pier and 
pontoons has delivered. It’s a pity we 
didn’t have her eight years ago.

That brings me to the regeneration 
of Dunstaffnage and the airport sites. 
The airport has a road but, after two 
years, only weeds are growing on the 
site.

We are waiting for a road at Dun-
staffnage but that has stalled. What is 
happening? When jobs are going and 
services are being cut, it should be 
those people who fail to deliver who 
go first.

The council and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise are now starting a 
five-year study of potential business 
sites in the town. 

Five years? They have got to be 
kidding.

Oban is gridlocked with traffic, 
and we need to know now what extra 
parking can be provided. We need 
good toilet facilities for the town – it 
is disgraceful what we offer at present.

The Millpark garage site has been 
left abandoned since the fire. What’s 
happening to that site?

There are so many issues to discuss 
about Oban and its surrounding area 
which I am sure are in some master-
plan, so let’s be told what our council-
lors are going to do. We should have 
a public meeting in the Corran Halls 
before these crucial budget decisions 
are made.

Neil MacIntyre,
Oban.

Painful loss of two 
Highland gentlemen
Sir,
I would like to thank Jamie McGrigor 
for his generous and percipient tribute 
to Coll MacDougall in his letter to 
The Oban Times dated October 19.

Coll and I were classmates in Rock-
field and Oban High School from 
1943 until we left to attend different 
universities.

His sparky character and wide-
ranging interests always stood out.

It has been a sad year for the Class 
of ’43 with the loss of Coll and also 
the passing of Iain MacArthur (‘The 
Doc’) – two very kind and extraordi-
nary Highland gentlemen.

Professor Colin A Vincent,
Port Appin and Newport-on-Tay.

SIUD MÒD EILE SEACHAD ma-
thà, agus bha e fìor mhath.

Meal-a- naidheachd air buill na Co-
mataidh Eagrachaidh Ionadail a chuir 
cùisean air dòigh cho ealanta, agus 
leithid eile air muinntir Loch Abair 
airson an cuid aoigheachd fhialaidh 
dìreach mar a bha sinn a’ sùileachadh. 
Fhuair sinn mòran mar a bhiodh dùil 
againn agus fhuair sinn cuideachd, 
saoilidh mise, beagan a bharrachd mis-
neachaidh na bha san amharc. Thàinig 
a’ mhisneachadh sin à caochladh àitean, 
eadar àireamh nam farpaiseach a gh-
abh pàirt, ìre na fileantachd a chualas, 
agus ìre aithne na coimhearsnachd air 
na bha a’ tachairt a thaobh dualchais 
a bhuineadh dhaibhsan. Thug latha de 
chur iomain air a lìbhrigeadh an ìre 
mhath air fad tro mheadhan Gàidhlig 
is Gaeilge togail air leth, a dh’aindeoin 
uisge is gaoth.

Gun teagamh bha buannachd dha 
sgiobaidhean oigridh agus dheugaire-
an Alba na chuideachadh, agus ged 
a chaill sgioba nan nigheanan cha b’ 
e nàrachadh sam bith a bha sin an 
aghaidh chaileagan làidir ealanta 
Èirinn a Tuath.

Ach na mo bheachd pearsanta, bha 

na chualas bho Iar Phrìomh Mhin-
istear na h-Alba, Iain Swinney, aig 
fosgladh a’ Mhòid, na bhrosnachadh 
àraid nuair a thuirt e gun robh esan 
a’ cur làn-thaic ri leasachadh na 
Gàidhlig agus gun dèanadh e a h-uile 
dad is urrainn gus an iomairt sin a 
chuideachadh air adhart. 

Gun teagamh ‘s e gnìomh a dhear-
bhas ach tha mi a’ creidsinn gum 
bheil Mgr Swinney a’ ciallachadh na 
thuirt e, agus nuair a chuirear sin an 
lùib na taice thar-phàrtaidh a tha ga 
ghealltainn, tha fhios gur e adhbhar 
misneachaidh a tha an sin.

Nam òraid fhìn aig an fhosgladh bha 
mi a’ moladh gun d’ rachadh am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail, agus na Mòdan 
Ionadail, aithneachadh mar phàirt 
chudromach den daineamaig a tha a’ 
brosnachadh cleachdadh na Gàidhlig 
feadh na dùthcha. Tha obair-deasa-
chaidh nam Mòdan a’ dol fad na 
bliadhna, agus theagamh gum bheil 
mòran dhaoine nach eil mothachail 
gun robh, mar eisimpleir, air a’ bhli-
adhna seo a dh’fhalbh, deasachadh a’ 
dol ma choinneimh cheithir Mhòdan 
Nàiseanta a bharrachd air sia deug 
Mhòdan Ionadail. Gun teagamh 

tha na Mòdan uile nam fianais air 
saothair shaor-thoileach mhìltean de 
shluagh feadh na dùthcha, an dà chuid 
mar fharpaisich agus luchd-taice, 
agus tha na Mòdan sin cuideachd, mar 
eisimpleir, a’ brosnachadh cheudan 
gus pàirt a ghabhail ann an còisirean 
Gàidhlig a tha gan sònrachadh fhèin 
a thaobh ealantas ciùil. Ach mar a 
dh’èirich leis a h-uile tachartas, tha 
feum aig Mòdan air maoineachadh 
cuideachd agus às aonais taic airgid 
cha ghabhadh an cur air adhart, 
agus tha e iomchaidh dhuinn a bhith 
taingeil airson taic airgid bhuidhnean 
poblach agus bhon roinn phrìob-
haidich gus cuideachadh le bhith gan 
lìbhrigeadh, agus tha sinn taingeil 
cuideachd gum bheil an Riaghaltas 
mothachail air a chuid dleastanais a 
thaobh na Gàidhlig agus a dualchas.

THANK YOU LOCHABER for an 
excellent National Mòd. Thanks also 
to all who worked so hard to make 
it happen, and to sponsors whose 
support funded it.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Plans to redraw UK parliamentary 
boundaries to create two huge new 
constituencies for Argyll, Lochaber 
and the Highlands drew � erce criti-
cism.
Allan Strang Jnr advised: ‘Best left the 
way it is.’
Michael Magnay lamented: ‘Fort 
William in Argyll.....nooooooo.’
Sam Wotton suggested: ‘You will 
probably see Tory boundaries expand-
ing and other parties shrinking.’
Philip Macdonald posted: ‘its their 
plan to expand tory boundries and 
lessen other parties seats the tories 
are trying to legaly � x elections so it 
swings in their favour.’
Helen Turley wrote: ‘Extending 
boundaries would not work as no 
guarantee voters in larger area would 
vote for them.’
Ross McNab said: ‘If it’s not broken 
don’t � x it.’
Mark Stuart simply said: ‘OMG!’
Terence Nelson Time for Brendan MP’s 
Helicopter Fund.’

In our Mòd preview of October 12, we published this photograph. Hugh 
MacQueen from Luing writes to say they are Hugh MacPherson (just out 
of the picture on the left), Christina MacDougall, Freddie MacKenzie, Ann 

MacDougall, Hugh MacQueen and Peter Sinclair celebrating Christina and 
Hugh  winning Mòd medals at Loch Abar in 1985.



Port Bàn is a secluded award-winning haven 
situated near Kilberry, where the sheer beauty of 
the landscape and the rich diversity of wildflowers 
and wildlife makes the park an interesting and 
peaceful retreat for those who want to get away 
from it all.

And there is special cause for celebration this 
week as the family-run park celebrates its 50th 
birthday. 

The story begins a little earlier, and can be traced 
back to 1960, when Joan and David Sheldrick 
upped sticks with their children from a poultry farm 
in Norfolk to settle in distant Kilberry and take on 
500-acre Port Bàn Farm.

They were there to farm and the notion of running 
a caravan site could not have been further from 
their minds. They were enjoying life on Scotland's 
West Coast but did miss Christian fellowship, 
though they attended the Brethren Assembly Hall 
in Ardrishaig.

One or two hardy campers had, by that point, 

been drawn to the beauty of Knapdale and asked 
permission to camp on Port Bàn Farm overlooking 
the sea, and the Sheldricks agreed.

By 1966, Joan and David had nine children. 
Jonathan was 12, Peter 10, Mark nine, Nigel seven, 
Vreka six, the three-year-old twins Cheryl and Morar, 
Fiona, two and new baby Jeanette. With a large 
family – which would later grow to 11 children – 
they were � nding it hard to farm pro� tably and were 

seriously considering 
moving back south. 
Then they received an 
o� er for 450 acres of 
the farm. They decided 
to retain the farmhouse 
and 50 acres bordering 
the sea to take a chance 
on developing the 
potential for camping 
and caravanning at Port 
Bàn.

After a lot of hard 
work the � edgling site 
was up and running 
by 1967 – but disaster 
struck shortly afterwards 
when the 1968 hurri-
cane destroyed seven 
caravans.

Making sure every van was well anchored from 
then onwards, the family site survived, offering 
space for tourers, static caravans and tents.

They began to offer Christian worship among their 
spiritual surroundings, first of all in the farmhouse, 
then in a nearby garage, and later in a hut purchased 
by the newly-formed Port Bàn Fellowship.

But it would be a mistake to assume this is a 
Christian retreat. Port Bàn offers a warm welcome 
to everyone.

With 100 static and 50 touring pitches, as well as 
camping space, Port Bàn has developed into a little 
village, particularly during peak holiday times.

The busy community that is Port Bàn has always 
been a real family affair, with children mucking in 
to help during school 
holidays. Family 
members have run 
the site since  Joan 
and David stepped 
down in the 1990s, 
and for the past 
six years Jonathan 
Sheldrick has been at 
the helm.

'Port Bàn is in a 
unique location, 
and it is absolutely 
beautiful,' said 
Jonathan.

'The location helps, 
and we are delighted 
to have been short-
listed once again this 
year for the Scottish 
Outdoor Leisure 
Awards. We were also 
pleased that the Daily Record last year voted us the 
number one campsite in Scotland.'

Looking back over the past half-century, Jonathan 
added: 'We have had people who have come back 
year after year, and they have become more friends 
than guests.

'Holding church services on the site was great, and 
we now have, arguably, the biggest congregation 
in Argyll, with more than 100 people coming along 
during the school holidays.

'We also have the Port Bàn Sailing Club, formed 
39 years ago by holidaymakers, which became 
an annual event in July and August racing Mirror, 
Enterprise, Topper and many other dinghies'

To mark the park's 50 years in operation, there will 
be a weekend of events in and around Port Bàn. 
The main event will be held on Saturday October 
28, with a dinner and ceilidh starting at 6pm in 
Ormsary Hall, for which tickets are available from 
the holiday park reception, and more information 
can be obtained by emailing info@portban.com.

The weekend will also see the presentation of 
a cheque to Mary's Meals, which Port Bàn has 
been supporting through a sponsored trek on 
the Columba pilgrimage route between Tarbert 
and Lismore. A representative from the charity is 
expected to accept the donation.

'We have had some great experiences over the 
past 50 years, and we look forward to the next 50,' 
concluded Jonathan.

A wee taste of heaven on 
the West Coast of Scotland

With stunning views across the Sound 
of Jura and solitude in spades, Port Bàn 

Holiday Park has been a true treasure of 
Knapdale for half a century.

The site after a storm in the � rst winter 1967 destroyed the static 
caravans which had not been anchored down. 

No better view for holidaymakers. 

Palm trees sway in the breeze 
coming o�  the Sound of Jura. 

Sunset from Port Ban – simply stunning.

Lochaber choir wins silverware at home Mòd
LOCHABER Gaelic Choir won 
the Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy at this year’s Royal Na-
tional Mòd for the third year in 
a row.

The choir was conducted by 
Rachel Walker, a music tutor at 
West Highland College UHI, 
who won the ladies’ Gold Medal 
on Wednesday evening.

She wasn’t the only gold medal 
winner in the ranks – head teach-
er of Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, John Joe MacNeill, also 
won the Traditional Gold Medal.

After the prize-giving cere-
mony, Rachel, 41, from Gairlochy, 
said: ‘It’s unbelievable. We have 
won it for the past two years, but 
the pressure was on, so to get it 
here was just amazing. I didn’t 
expect to win. The competition 
was terrific on Friday.

‘I am absolutely delighted. I 
think we have a really good team 
of people who have worked really 
hard all year long and they sang 
their socks off. I am really proud 
of them. In fact, when I came off 
the stage I had to go and have a 
sob to myself.’

For a full round-up of pictures 
and results, turn to pages 13-20. Lochaber Gaelic Choir was delighted to win the award for the third year in a row. 17_43MODdm11

Council rejects plans to build 
student fl ats in Fort William
COUNCILLORS have rejected 
proposals to build more student 
accommodation in the centre of 
Fort William.

Members of the Highland 
Council south planning com-
mittee refused an application 
submitted by Cityheart Ltd 
to build a three-storey building 
within the grounds of the former 
St Mary’s RC Primary School 
which would house up to 40 
students.

The residential block was to 
ease accommodation problems 
in the town after an increase in 
student numbers studying at the 
West Highland College UHI in 
recent years.

At the committee meeting on 
Tuesday, Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter said the main 
issue with the proposals was that 
the height and mass of the build-
ing is inappropriate for the site 
and is ‘overbearing’ in relation 
to neighbouring houses.

He said: ‘We are talking about 
the development of what has 
been an empty playground. And 
within that empty playground 
the applicants have forced a sub-
stantial three-storey building.

‘I still fail to understand why 
they didn’t flip this development 
so the lower profile buildings 
were at the other end of the site 
with less impact on the neigh-
bouring houses.’

Fellow Lochaber councillor 
Ben Thompson also had 
concerns about the size and 
position of the building, adding: 
‘I am similarly minded that this 
building is particularly close to 
the neighbouring properties. 
The angling of one end of the 
building makes it clear that the 
applicant has tried to squeeze 

this building as close as possible 
to Invernevis Cottages.’

He continued: ‘I was one of 
the councillors who supported 
the principle of student accom-
modation on this site.

‘We do need student accom-
modation as soon as possible. I 
just wish they’d come up with a 
better design.’

The committee voted in 

favour of Mr Baxter’s motion 
to refuse the application on 
the grounds that the scale and 
position of the development is 
not acceptable in the context of 
the surrounding area, therefore 
having a detrimental impact 
on individual and community 
residential amenity. This deci-
sion comes after six councillors 
attended a site visit on Monday 

after the initial photographs 
submitted as part of the ap-
plication were deemed to be 
inadequate.

Mr Baxter continued: ‘I 
know the applicants will be 
disappointed and will say I 
am scuppering a development 
which is much-needed, and I 
agree that it is. The principle of 
student accommodation on this 

site was supported by all seven 
Lochaber councillors and I still 
support the principle of it. But I 
think it can be better designed 
and better placed within this 
site.’

Councillor Ron MacWilliam 
supported the company’s 
proposals, but did have reserva-
tions, saying: ‘It does strike me 
that the building is very large 

and quite imposing where it is. 
I don’t think anyone would wel-
come a block of that size with 40 
students in it.

‘However, is that really enough 
for us to object? All I would say 
to the committee is that I think 
there is some degree of validity 
in all that’s been said but to 
object at this stage seems to me 
rather extreme.’

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Spean Bridge 
potholes
TRUNK roads operator BEAR 
Scotland says it has carried out 
temporary repairs to potholes at 
a busy junction in Spean Bridge 
and will undertake full remedial 
works once the cause of the road 
surface breaking up is established.

The response came after BEAR 
and Transport Scotland were 
alerted to the issue by the local 
community council.

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council, 
contacted BEAR and Transport 
Scotland this week.

He complained that just two-
and-half years after BEAR was 
forced to resurface the junction 
of the A82 and A86 in Spean 
Bridge due to other problems, 
large potholes have now suddenly 
appeared, suggesting a failure in 
the road surface material.

A spokesperson for BEAR said: 
‘We’re aware of the defects in the 
road surface and are investigating 
the cause of it.

‘In the meantime, our teams 
have carried out a temporary 
repair to make the defects safe 
and, once a cause is determined, 
we’ll arrange for the surface to be 
fully repaired.’
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Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Glasgow post-
Mòd cèilidh
This year’s post-Mòd 
cèilidh will be held in 
the West of Scotland 
Cricket Club and begin 
at 7.30pm.

Every year, a different 
Glasgow choir hosts the 
event and this time it is 
the turn of the Glasgow 
Gaelic Musical Associa-
tion.

The GGs had a suc-
cessful time at the Mòd 
in Fort William – win-
ning three competitions 
on Friday: the Male 
Voice, the Ladies’, and 
the Puirt a Beul.

None of the Glasgow 
choirs claimed the 
Lovat and Tullibardine 
Shield this year, which 

was won by Dingwall 
Gaelic Choir.

The Cumbernauld 
Gaelic Choir, the Glas-
gow Islay Gaelic Choir, 
and the Govan Gaelic 
Choir will all be in at-
tendance at the cèilidh 
and, no doubt, there will 
be plenty songs and lots 
of good craic.

As someone who has 
attended this ceilidh in 
the past, I must offer 
a word of warning. In 
2011, when I had just 
moved down to Glas-
gow, I went along to 
the post-Mòd cèilidh 
in the company of 
three charming young 
ladies who promised me 
during the course of the 
evening that, if I joined 
the GGs with them, 
they would invite me 

round to their flat and 
cook me a dinner of my 
choice.

To a fresh faced 
17-year-old boy who 
was still green behind 
the ears, this seemed 
like a very agreeable 
offer – and so 8pm the 
following Monday saw 
me take my place in 
the tenor section of a 
GGs rehearsal. Some 
great times singing with 
the choir followed but, 
believe it or not, no such 
dinner invitation was 
ever extended!

What’s on
Friday October 27: Coll 
Association quiz night 
at 7.30pm in Partick 
Burgh Hall.
Friday October 27: 
Helensburgh and Dis-

trict Association dance 
in the Commodore 
Hotel at 8pm.
Friday October 27: The 
second annual Eriskay 
Gathering dance in 
Glasgow University 
Union at 9pm – sold out.
Saturday October 28: 
Glasgow Skye Asso-
ciation Marag supper 
in the Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, at 7.30pm.
Saturday October 28: 
Staran: complete vocal 
technique with Theatre 
Gu Leòr, 10am.
Monday October 30: 
post-Mòd ceilidh in 
the West of Scotland 
Cricket Club.
Saturday November 11: 
Glasgow Skye Associ-
ation children’s post-
Mòd ceilidh at 7.30pm 
in the Crawford Hall.

Thursday November 16: 
Tiree Association an-
nual gathering concert 
at 7.30pm in Partick 
Burgh Halls.
Friday November 17: 
Tiree Association 
annual gathering dance 
at 9pm in the Glasgow 
University Union.
Friday November 17: 
Clydebank and District 
Highland Association 
ceilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick at 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 
23: Comunn An Taobh 
An Iar haggis supper 
at 7.30pm in the Ellan-
gowan Social Club.
Friday November 
24: Helensburgh and 
District Highland Asso-
ciation dance at 8pm in 
the Commodore Hotel.

The Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association who will be hosting this year’s post-Mòd ceilidh in Glasgow after 
a fruitful trip to Fort William last week.

Saturday November 25: 
Coll Association annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the 
National Piping Centre 
at 7pm.

Pub Scene
Islay Inn.
Friday October 27: 
Parting Glass.

Saturday October 28: 
The Raggaels.
Park Bar.
Friday October 27: 
Deoch ’n’ Dorus and 

Martin Pottinger.
Saturday October 28: 
Eriskay Lilt
Sunday Octo.ber 29: 
Robert Robertson.

The 2017 Skye Swing 
Jazz Festival gets under 
way tomorrow (Friday 
October 27) with an 
emphasis this year on 
fun and funk.

Kicking off the week-
end of music and danc-
ing, is an Oscar-win-
ning film, accompanied 
by an innovative score, 
played live by one of 
Scotland’s most ex-
citing and prodigious 
musical talents.

Graeme Stephen’s 
score for F W Murnau’s 
visual masterpiece 
Sunrise: A Song of Two 
Humans won him the 
innovation award at the 

Scottish Jazz Awards in 
2012. The film won the 
Unique and Artistic 
Picture Award at the 
First Academy Awards 
in 1929. Harnessing 
influences from 
various musical styles 
including folk, classical 
and jazz, Graeme will 
be performing with 
world-class musicians 
Pete Harvey, cello; Phil 
Bancroft, saxophone; 
and Tom Bancroft, 
drums/percussion.

The event, which takes 
at 7.30pm at An Talla 
Dhùisdeil, Isle Ornsay, 
will take the form of 
a fancy dress Hal-

lowe’en-themed evening 
to get the festival going 
with a swing. There is 
a prize for the best cos-
tume and the bar will be 
open from 7pm.

On Saturday October 
28, audiences are invit-
ed to dress up in their 
1970s best for a time 
travel evening of music 
and dancing through 
the history of one of 
funk’s most enduring 
bands, The Crusaders. 

Beginning life in 
the early 1950s, The 
Crusaders, in their var-
ious forms, produced 
more than 40 albums 
and launched some 

of R&B’s best-loved 
artists, such as Randy 
Crawford, Wayne Hen-
derson, Hubert Laws 
and Bill Withers, into 
immediate stardom.

The Crusaders Time 
Machine will play tunes 
from the hard-bop 
era and hits from the 
groovy period at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, TDC Main 
Hall. The musicians 
are Gordon McNeil, 
tenor sax; Rick Taylor, 
trombone; Malcolm 
MacFarlane, guitar; 
Paul Harrison, piano 
and electric piano; 
Mario Caribe, double 
bass, electric bass and 

arrangements; and 
Stuart Brown, drums.

The festival ends on 
Sunday October 29 at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, An 
Talla Mòr, with the pop-
ular duets night. This 
time around, six mu-
sicians will form three 
duets, two trios and a 
sextet in an unforget-
table evening of music 
making. Musicians are 
Al Price, mouth organ, 
and Huey Dowling, 
guitar; Rick Taylor, 
trombone, and Bradley 
Johnston, guitar; and 
Fraser Fifield, pipes, 
whistle and sax, and So-
dhi Tabla, percussion.

The Skye Swing Jazz 
Festival is organised by 
SEALL (Skye Events 
for All) in conjunction 
with FOTS Records.

Pam Allan of FOTS 
Records, said: ‘We are 
hugely excited about 
this year’s Skye Swing 
Jazz Festival, with 17 
of Scotland’s finest 
musicians coming to 
Skye for three days of 
amazing music.

‘Over the weekend, we 
have an Oscar-winning 
movie with a brand new 
score and a time travel 
through the history of 
one of America’s great-
est jazz funk bands, the 

Crusaders, complete 
with dressing-up, danc-
ing and dancers. The 
Sunday event features 
three duets, which then 
make two trios then a 
sextet, in an unforget-
table evening of music 
to close our wonderful 
weekend.

‘Three days of fab-
ulous music, dancing, 
dressing-up and a 
whole lot of fun, what 
more could you ask for? 
Get your funk on and 
come and join us.’

Tickets and further 
information from www.
seall.co.uk or call 01471 
844207.

Singers wanted 
for Argyll 
workshop
An appeal has been 
made to find singers –
and it says no experience 
is necessary.

Singers from across 
the region are invited 
to spend the day at 
Craignish Village Hall 
at Ardfern on Saturday 
November 11 singing 
with Alison Burns, one 
of the country’s top 
workshop leaders.

The appeal said it 
doesn’t matter whether 
you’re already part of 
a choir or not as every-
one’s welcome.

‘The idea is to get 
everyone singing,’ 
said Alison, who is 
also co-ordinator of 
Scotland Sings, which 
is organising the work-
shop. ‘We know there 
are people out there 
who sing every day and 
others who haven’t sung 
for a while. All we’re 

looking for is energy 
and enthusiasm and we 
can guarantee a great 
day with other singers 
in the area.’

Alison added: ‘You 
don’t have to be able to 
read music as you’ll be 
able to learn the songs 
by ear. 

‘There is music for 
anyone who wants it 
but it’s definitely not 
compulsory.’

The workshop follows 
on from others in Argyll 
and Bute over the past 
couple of years and 
each event is standalone 
so that you can just go 
along and enjoy a day of 
singing.

Places cost £13.60 per 
person and more in-
formation and booking 
details can be found 
online at sing.scot or on 
the Facebook page @
ScotlandSings.

Cash prize for 
talented artists 
from Argyll
Artists in Argyll and 
Bute could win £15,000 
and a gold medal in this 
year’s national Lynn 
Painter-Stainer prize.

The Lynn Painter-
Stainer competition 
requires artists in Argyll 
and Bute to show their 
artistic skills through 
submitting representa-
tional art. 

Entries will be judged 
by Daphne Todd, a 
leading artist and judge 
on the BBC 1 painting 
challenge.

There are also op-
portunities for budding 

painters in the Young 
Artist Award, where 
artists aged 25 and 
under can compete for a 
cash prize of £4000.

The company of 
Paint-Stainers and the 
Lynn Foundation was 
created in 2005, and 
their open competition 
awards the skill of 
draughtsmanship and 
figurative painting.

Entry is £15 per work 
and £8 per work for 
students. The deadline 
for entries is 5pm on 
Wednesday December 
6, 2017.

Skye Swing Jazz Festival 
focuses on fun and fun for 2017

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings
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Across

7 Crow cry (6)

8 Family of beans (6)

9 Bow (4)

10 When the tide's gone out (3,5)

11 Midshipman of four years standing (7)

13 Fussy person (5)

15 Kindle (5)

17 Weight capacity of a vessel (7)

20 Supporting female figure (8)

21 Expressive word (4)

22 Withstand (6)

23 Naturally unruly (6)

Down

1 Child's cry of delight (6)

2 Stop the vehicle, in a field? (4)

3 Masterful of an action (7)

4 Windy (5)

5 Of farmers (8)

6 Threaten (6)

12 Used to paint without a brush (5,3)

14 Weigh under with a situation (3,4)

16 A statement of grievance (6)

18 Boned garment (6)

19 Not this one (5)

21 Repellent (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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2 Stop the vehicle, in a field? (4)

3 Masterful of an action (7)

4 Windy (5)

5 Of farmers (8)

6 Threaten (6)
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DANCE FOR 
SEED

In Aid of Funds 
www.seedforlife.

org.uk
Licensed Dance

Live Bands
Saturday 28th October 2017
Seil Village Hall, Ellenabeich 

* 8pm.  Tickets £6
featuring

MUD SLIDE AND 
LUSH PUPPIES

along with the duo of 
Danny Carroll & Eric Dearie

Tickets available from 
Balvicar Stores or at the 
entrance on the night

Resipole Studios and 
Fine Art Gallery are 
proud to present its 
solo exhibition of work 
by local woodturner 
John Hodgson. The 
show, entitled A Tale of 
Turning showcases a new 
collection of wooden 
sculpture, which gives 
a visual narrative of the 
local landscape and the 
tree’s deep-rooted place 
in West Highland his-
tory. Hodgson explains: 
‘I work almost entirely 
with local fallen wood 
and each tree brings its 
own history and char-
acteristics, which guide 
me towards creating my 
finished pieces. Every 
tree requires a new ap-
proach and presents new 
challenges to understand 
and interpret the hidden 
secrets of the wood.’ 

The series of large 
and small woodturnings 
manifest stories of the 
land, some mythical, 
some historical. ‘Fuadach 

nan Gaidheal’, which 
translates as ‘A Highland 
Clearance’, takes centre 
stage. It is a large instal-
lation of several turnings 
that stand in a contorted 
formation as if being 
physically forced away by 
two taller wooden forms 
at the head. Representing 
an eviction of two families 
by the factor and his assis-
tant, during the infamous 
Highland Clearances, 
John Hodgson uses wood 
of indigenous Wych elm 
growing at that time and 
from the Ardtornish 
estate, where the High-
landers were forced from.

A Tale of Turning also 
features a short film 
about the sculptor 
himself, giving insight 
into Hodgson’s artistic 
process and philosophy 
behind woodturning. 
This will be screened 
throughout the exhibi-
tion. 

About John Hodgson
Originally from the 

Lake District, John 
Hodgson is now based 
on the Morvern pen-
insula. He has worked 
with wood from an early 
age, pursuing a career in 
wooden boatbuilding and 
mastering the skills that 
now aid his artistic prac-
tice. Hodgson’s works of 
art are sold in galleries 
across the country and 
in 2006, he was proud to 
accept an invitation to 
become a member of the 
Register of Professional 
Turners. 

About Resipole Studios 
and Fine Art Gallery

Resipole Studios is 
an award-winning fine 
art gallery with onsite 
artist studios, located at 
Acharacle. The unique 
exhibition space hosts 
an exciting annual pro-
gramme of exhibitions 
and workshops of Scot-
tish contemporary art 
that is both emerging and 
established. 

The gallery was 

launched in 2004 by 
Andrew Sinclair after a 
two-year renovation of 
an agricultural byre. An 
arts graduate himself, 
Andrew recognised the 
need for a professional 
gallery space in his home 
area but also for profes-
sional studio facilities, 
to enable resident and 
visiting artists to access 
high quality resources 
in a truly inspirational 
Highland setting.

Since its launch, Resi-
pole Studios continues 
to present work by artists 
of many disciplines, 
with Scotland as their 
key focus. With many 
award-winning artists 
on its roster, the gallery 
is regarded as one of 
Scotland’s leading con-
temporary art spaces and 
consequently, in 2016 was 
selected to show work 
by the late American 
abstract-expressionist 
Jon Schueler to mark the 
centenary of his birth.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

182     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 
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drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

With an eclectic selection 
of lighting, furniture, mirrors 
and home accessories and a 
bespoke handmade lampshade 
service, Cotterell & Co have the 
unrivalled range to help you 
confi dently create your space 
with fl air and individuality.

Each lampshade is hand-
crafted to your requirements 
at Cotterell & Co under our 
exclusive “Rocke” brand.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What year was 

Cotterell & Co Established?

WIN 
A FREE BESPOKE “ROCKE” LAMPSHADE 

CONSULTATION INCLUDING £250 WORTH OF 
LAMPSHADES AND LIGHTING

NB Closing Date is Friday 27 October
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS WITH BREAKFAST AND 

FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the lighting sculpture in the Atrium Lounge called?

Voucher valid 9th December 2017 until 6th January 2018. Blackout dates apply, subject to availability, other terms and conditions apply and will feature on the voucher.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT THE HORSESHOE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS 

WITH DINNER AND BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of Mark Slaney’s Wine Guide?

The Horseshoe Restaurant with Rooms is a food lovers 
getaway set in the beautiful Scottish Borders; with a 
wealth of local food producers, Head Chef Darren Miran-
da is able to change Menus on a daily basis ensuring 
only the best produce is used. The lucky winners of this 

competition can enjoy dinner from the tasting menu on one 
night of their stay and from the a la carte menu on the other.

General Manager, Mark Slaney, author of his own Wine 
Guide, “Tasting Notes” is always on hand to offer advice on 
wine selections or his other passion – The Scottish Borders.

Subject to availability. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct 
families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter 
reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

This December at Fairmont St Andrews, guests are in for a 
special winter wonderland treat with the arrival of an ice rink 
to the resort. Skaters have the opportunity to experience a 
classic winter tradition surrounded by the natural beauty of 
the Fife landscape and starry night sky above. The Festive 
Savoy Afternoon Tea brings a magical menu of festive treats. 

Enjoy delicate fi nger sandwiches, delicious pastries and fan-
tastic cakes in the Atrium Lounge whilst watching the Zephyr 
lighting sculpture dancing above. 

As well as an overnight stay the lucky winners of this com-
petition will receive two ice skating passes, spa access, Festive 
Afternoon Tea and breakfast in the Squire restaurant.

Now in its 13th year The Edinburgh Art Fair returns from 17 
– 19 November with 65 galleries from around the UK and 
abroad representing over 500 artists from all four corners 
of the globe.

This years Private View, which Scottish Field has 25 
pairs of tickets to, will be opened by Edinburgh based au-
thor Ian Rankin on Thursday 16 November. Drinks served 
from 6.30pm.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What Edinburgh 
based author will be opening the Fair?

WIN 
A PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE EDINBURGH ART 

FAIR AND A PRIVATE VIEW

NB Closing date is Friday 3 November

WIN 
A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Where are Edinburgh Gin’s two distilleries located?

Since 2010, Edinburgh Gin has been committed to the 
art and science of distilling, creating innovative and 

award-winning gins.

Edinburgh Gin’s Christmas Gin promises the 
perfumed and warming aroma of frankincense and the 
sweet fl avour of myrrh followed by lingering spice from 

cinnamon and nutmeg. 

As a small-batch distiller Edinburgh Gin produce a 
versatile portfolio of quality gins, dedicated to guiding 
people’s discovery of the modern-day gin experience.

Every bottle of Edinburgh Gin is distilled at their West 
End and Leith distilleries.

Over 18s only. Delivery to UK mainland only. Prize cannot be exchanged or refunded.

A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

, just answer the following question:
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&
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Pink Afternoon Tea
A delicious traditional 

afternoon tea for just £6.95
Plus craft stalls, tombola, cakes and bakes, 

guess the weight and lucky dip!

Saturday October 28, noon to 4pm
Oban Golf Club, Glencruitten Road, Oban. Free admission
This is a fundraiser for The Pink Ladies Day which takes place in December 

in Inveraray – a day of pampering, food, friendship and fun for women 
throughout Argyll who have experienced breast cancer. 

The Pink Afternoon Tea is a key fundraiser for this special day. 
For further information on  The Pink Ladies Day  or to book a stall at the 

fundraiser (in return for a donation), contact Nicky on 07786 861266.

OVER THERE!
WW1 (Part 4 -1917)

LOCAL STORIES AND SONGS
St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe

Wed 8th Nov, 7pm. £6 (£5 Friends)
Refreshments

OBAN ACCORDION & 
FIDDLE CLUB
MONTHLY 

CLUB NIGHT
THURS 2nd NOVEMBER

AT 7.30pm
ROYAL HOTEL

GUEST ARTIST - WILLIE 
SCOTT BAND

ADMISSION £4

Get your Nevis Range

2017/18 season ticket

Member Scottish Ski Club (SSC) adult £248 1+2

Family, members SSC 2 adult + child £496
1+2

Local school child £1011

Local student/apprentice £163 1

1 Must provide proof of Lochaber residency

2 SSC membership number needed

Prices valid until Mon 13 Nov 2017

Nevis Range Fort William

 
at “Early Bird” 
prices

Local student/apprentice 

1 Must provide proof of Lochaber residency

2 SSC membership number needed

Prices valid until Mon 13 Nov 2017

A competition to find Scotland’s 
next superstar composer has been 
launched.

The exciting Piping Hit 2018 con-
test will see young musicians across 
Scotland asked to demonstrate 
they have the elusive X-factor – by 
composing a hit tune suitable for the 
Great Highland Bagpipe.

Piping Hit 2018 is run by music 
charity the Scottish Schools Pipes 
and Drums Trust.

Kenny Forsyth, chairman of the 
judging panel, said: ‘The pipes are 
used in so many different types 
of music now and we want to en-

courage all pupils to get involved, 
whether they play the pipes or not 
The judges will be looking out for 
tunes that have the power to connect 
with an audience.’

The winner will receive £250 as 
well as £1,000 for their school’s music 
department. 

The winning tune will also be 
performed at the Scottish Schools 
Pipe Band Championships in March 
2018.

The deadline for entries is January 
19, 2018, and full competition rules 
and entry details can be found on 
www.sspdt.org.uk.

‘A Tale of Turning’ – a 
solo show by John Hodgson
Resipole Studios (October 27-December 2, 2017) Private view October 27 (6pm-8pm)

Do you have a 
piping hit in the 
pipeline?
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BUSINESS NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

BUSINESS
MATTERS

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 
f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721

www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection    Mortgages
Pensions    Investments

FINANCIAL ADVISERS

BUSINESS ADVISERS

BUSINESS SERVICES

EMBROIDERY SERVICES

Contact us to fi nd out more:
lorraine.thomson@interface-online.org.uk
tel: 01463 245263 (for businesses in Argyll and the Isles)
or carol-ann.adams@interface-online.org.uk
tel: 01463 245262 (for businesses in Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross).
www.interface-online.org.uk

BUSINESS
MATTERS

EMBROIDERY SERVICES

Start a business. Grow a business.  
Business Gateway is here to help.
Free, practical advice and support for your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Matthew Oliver has had full occupancy at Achaban House on Mull.

Argyll businesses benefi t 
from growth programme
BUSINESSES across the area are 
benefiting from Argyll and Bute 
Council’s European-funded busi-
ness support programme which 
was launched last year.

More than 60 local businesses 
have registered for the Business 
Gateway Local Growth Acceler-
ator Programme and 35 grants, 
totalling more than £156,000 have 
been approved.

Businesses with growth ambi-
tions are being encouraged to get 
in touch and find out more about 
the support available.

‘We want to encourage en-
terprises to grow and expand 
even further. This additional 
funding provides extra support to 

those with growth potential,’ said 
Councillor Aileen Morton, leader 
of Argyll and Bute Council.

‘This is a real opportunity 
for small- and medium-sized 
enterprises, which make up the 
vast majority of Argyll and Bute’s 
business base. Their growth will 
in turn help to strengthen our 
local economy.’

The programme gives growing 
local businesses the chance to 
access funding and specialist ad-
vice to help them expand. The 
programme, totalling almost 
£550,000, is funded by Argyll and 
Bute Council and the European 
Regional Development Fund and 
will run until the end of Decem-

ber 2018 or until funds are fully 
allocated, if sooner.

Funding available includes 
growth grants of up to £5,000, 
a new employee or graduate 
placement grant of up to £12,000, 
and training, trade fair and ac-
creditation grants of up to £1,500 
for businesses in key growth 
sectors.

One business which has already 
benefited from the support is 
Dunoon-based architect firm Ar-
chiteco, which invested in software 
to provide detailed energy model-
ling that can accurately predict a 
building’s performance.

‘This was a huge investment for 
a small business and Business 

Gateway were essential in helping 
us access the funding to purchase 
additional licences and hardware,’ 
said founder Colin Potter.

To access support, businesses 
must first register for the pro-
gramme. The programme is open 
to micro-, small- or medium-sized 
businesses based in Argyll and 
Bute aiming to increase their 
turnover by £50,000 or more 
within the next three years.

The specialist advice on offer 
from subject experts includes 
up to two days of free advice on 
human resources, e-commerce, 
digital, marketing, growth strate-
gy, funding and tendering.

Anyone wanting to register or 

discuss their eligibility should 
visit www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/bgl-
gap or talk to a Business Gateway 
adviser on 01546 604 555. 

A Business Gateway adviser will 
work with businesses registered 
for the programme to develop 
a growth plan and access relevant 
support.

The programme is an additional 
service and complementary to 
the support already offered by 
Business Gateway. 

Anyone not eligible for the pro-
gramme is also being encouraged 
to talk to Business Gateway as 
other external sources of funding 
may be available to help a business 
start-up, survive, or grow.

Scientist’s new venture is a hit with tourists
A RESEARCH scientist 
who renovated a former 
manse and turned it into 
self-catering accommoda-
tion is celebrating a success-
ful first tourist season.

Matthew Oliver purchased 
Achaban House on the 
Ross of Mull in November 
last year and began upgrad-
ing the premises to create a 
contemporary, relaxing and 
high-quality environment 
for guests to the area.

With support from Busi-
ness Gateway Argyll and 
Bute, Matthew opened in 
time for this year’s summer 
season, offering en suite 
private bedrooms with a 
guest kitchen for up to 14 
guests in six rooms.

Achaban House was at 

full occupancy from May 
until the end of August, 
with September and Octo-
ber also very busy – proving 
a hit with customers. 
Matthew said: ‘I worked 
as a research scientist with 
Aberdeen University and 
other Scottish organisa-
tions on projects related to 
population biology, genetics 
and wildlife management. 

‘But I was looking for 
an opportunity to run a 
lifestyle business in an 
unspoiled part of the West 
Coast with a rich habitat for 
wildlife.

‘Achaban House had exactly 
the right layout and location 
to provide bedrooms with a 
guest kitchen so I could offer 
something different from 

a traditional guest house. 
After the upgrade, I opened 
in spring this year and we had 
full occupancy until the end 
of August, which was fantas-
tic. We’ve had very positive 
feedback from our guests, in 
particular about the style and 
comfort of the interior and 
the guest kitchen.’

Achaban House will be 
open all year round with 
Matthew looking to develop 
the off-season occupancy 
by attracting outdoor 
enthusiasts who are inter-
ested in wildlife and various 
activities.

He added: ‘I’ve had 
support from Business 
Gateway on the key issues 
when starting up a business, 
which has been a massive 

help. I also attended 
workshops that Business 
Gateway host which arm 
you with the knowledge 
needed to successfully set 
up and run a venture.

‘I’m interested in provid-
ing walks, kayaking and 
rock climbing, as well as 
offering add-on activities 
related to the local envi-
ronment. I am also hoping 
to market the house as an 
ideal venue for family gath-
erings and special interest 
groups.’

For more information visit 
www.achabanhouse.co.uk.

To find out more about 
Business Gateway  call 
01546 808363 or visit www.
bgateway.com/argyll-and-
bute.

Workshops help 
new companies
BUSINESS Gateway offers 
a wide range of free work-
shops to new and growing 
businesses.

The autumn programme 
includes workshops in Oban 
and on Mull, with places 
still available to book. The 
DigitalBoost ‘Twitter and 
Hootsuite’ workshop on 
November 21 in Oban is 
aimed at businesses already 
using Twitter who want to 
hone their social media 
strategy.

It includes how Twitter 
relates to other platforms, 
the benefits of sponsored 
posts and how to create 
them, as well as how to 
use Hootsuite to manage 
and integrate social media 
accounts.

LinkedIn can be a power-
ful and profitable business 
tool. 

The DigitalBoost ‘Linke-
dIn for Business’ workshop 
running on November 22 in 
Oban shows how to move 
beyond networking and use 
LinkedIn to market prod-
ucts and promote a brand.

Both these workshops will 
be delivered for Business 
Gateway by Rene Looper 
of Tuminds Social Media 

Ltd. Rene has been deliver-
ing e-marketing and social 
media workshops for many 
years.

Rene has a deep under-
standing of the challenges 
facing a small business 
and is passionate about the 
business benefits of using 
social media.

‘Practical Basic Book- 
keeping’ will run on No-
vember 22 on Mull. 

This workshop is a 
starting point for good re-
cord-keeping and includes 
how to keep accurate finan-
cial records and understand 
the key components of 
book-keeping. It is aimed 
at those new to business 
or with little or no formal 
training in book-keeping.

Anyone thinking about 
starting their own business 
should join the ‘Business 
Start-up’ workshop taking 
place November 15 on Mull 
or November 29 in Oban.

It covers marketing, plan-
ning and finance and will 
help develop ideas into a 
practical and effective plan. 
To book a place at any work-
shop, call 01546 604 555 or 
email business.gateway@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

DO YOU want to create or develop 
a new product, service or process 
to take your business forward, but 
need help to overcome some of the 
technicalities or de-risk the idea? If 
so, Interface could help you.

Interface connects businesses 
and organisations to Scottish uni-
versities, research institutions and 
colleges that can best provide the 
knowledge you need.

This free and impartial match-
making service started in Scotland 
in 2005 and is designed to save busi-
nesses time and money. It has already 
helped hundreds of organisations in 
tourism, creative industries, energy 
and food and drink, to increase their 
profits, maximise their exports, and 
become more competitive.

Lorraine Thomson, who heads up 
Interface’s Highlands and Islands 
team, explained: ‘We have worked 
with many businesses and organ-
isations across the region and the 
feedback has been positive about 
their experiences of partnering with 
academics. We would love to help 

more local businesses meet their 
goals in this way.’

With the team travelling widely 
to meet business owners, you don’t 
even have to leave your premises 
– they can come to you. And you 
can work with any one of the 23 
universities or research institutions 
in Scotland, as well as colleges. 

Lorraine explained: ‘We are really 
fortunate in this country to have 
some of the world’s top performing 
universities; five Scottish universities 
are listed in the world’s top 200 and 
eight in the top 50 in the UK – and 
they want to work with businesses 
large and small all over Scotland.

‘People sometimes think of 
research and development as being 
just for large corporates, however 
we have matched the very small 
microbusinesses to academic exper-
tise many times with really positive 
results for both the business and the 
academic institution,’ said Lorraine. 

Interface has introduced more 
than 2,500 businesses from across 
Scotland to academic partners, and 

almost a quarter had less than 10 
employees. ‘We are here to support 
businesses through their collabo-
ration with academic expertise and 
make the process of finding a suit-
able partner as straight-forward as 
possible; we really are matchmakers 
for businesses,’ Lorraine added. 

From kitchen table enterprises to 
family-run companies, academics 
are seeking many businesses to 
partner with. And it is more than just 
academic expertise on offer; business 

can also access specialist facilities. 
3D printers, microscopy, human 
performance labs, wave tanks, virtu-
al reality and textile printing are just 
some of the types of facilities and 
equipment that are available to help 
your business to grow. All you have 
to do is contact Interface. The team 
will establish your needs and prepare 
a brief which will be shared among 
the appropriate departments within 
universities. Those that are keen to 
help, register interest and you choose 
the best match for your needs. 

The impacts of business-academic 
collaboration range from increasing 
turnover, reaching new markets, 
taking on more staff, launching new 
products, saving money on processes 
or improving services. Universities 
really benefit from real business 
interaction as well as they can apply 
their world leading research in the 
commercial world. 

More than three-quarters of 
businesses that collaborate with ac-
ademic expertise report an increase 
or expected increase in turnover 

and many continue to partner with 
academics, progressing feasibility 
studies or looking at further aspects 
of developing a product. Also, 83 
per cent of businesses collaborating 
with academia recorded reduced 
operating costs, increased produc-
tivity, profits, export, turnover or 
new/safeguarded employment. For 
areas where the economy is fragile, 
academic collaborations are making 
an important contribution.

The Interface team can help with 
information about funding to offset 
the cost of collaborating with aca-
demia ranging from funding aimed 
at feasibility studies and testing, to 
support for larger projects. 

For more information on Interface 
please visit www.interface-online.
org.uk/oban-times, or contact 
the team in Inverness: Lorraine.
Thomson@interface-online.org.uk 
tel: 01463 245263 (for businesses in 
Argyll and the Isles) or Carol-Ann.
Adams@interface-online.org.uk 
tel: 01463 245262 (for businesses in 
Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross). 

Lorraine Thomson.

Interface: connecting businesses
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Home win one of 
singer’s proudest   
career moments

Lucky 13 for Dingwall choir

Lochaber’s Rachel 
is Mòd golden girl

LOCHABER singer Rachel 
Walker said winning the Gold 
Medal at her home Mòd was 
one of the proudest moments 
of her career.

Speaking to The Oban 
Times and the Lochaber Times 
shortly after her winning 
performance, Rachel of Spean 
Bridge said: ‘I’m absolutely 
delighted to have won. I’ve 
entered the Gold Medal before 
but not for five years and I only 
entered this year because it’s 
in Lochaber, so I’m very happy 
to have actually won.

‘It’s really special to win at 
the Mòd at home.’

The 41-year-old mother of 
two reflected on the busy 
run-up to the competition: ‘It’s 
been so busy. I’ve been singing 
with my choir this week and 
had a concert. I’m looking 
forward to going home and 
putting my feet up now.’

Rachel works as a music 
teacher at the West Highland 
College UHI in Fort William 
and at the Plockton School 
of Excellence in between 
recording and performing – so 
she is no stranger to the stage.

Although born in Salisbury 
in Wiltshire, Rachel said her 
love of Gaelic music grew 
after moving to Wester Ross 

ISLAY singer Alasdair Currie could hardly believe it 
after being announced as winner of the Gold Medal at 
the Mòd on Wednesday night.

Speaking to The Oban Times and the Lochaber Times 
shortly after his winning performance, Alasdair 
said: ‘I wasn’t expecting it at all. I’m very surprised. 
Competitions went well in the morning, but I was less 
confident about the final at night. The competition 
setting is a bit different – the nerves kicked in a bit 
more.’

Adding to this, the 21-year-old was lucky to be able 
to compete after losing his voice in the run-up to the 

competition. ‘I lost my voice after my graduation at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a fortnight ago.’ he explained.

Speaking on the morning after his big night, 
Alasdair reflected on his victory, saying: ‘This is 
something I’ve always had as an ambition, to win the 
Gold Medal, especially since I’m not a native Gaelic 
speaker.

‘I’ve not really had time to let it sink in. I’ve been 
getting loads of messages but not had a chance to 
reply.’

Alasdair is originally from Lewis but now regards 
himself as very much an Islay local. He owes his Gold 

Medal victory to his schooling in Gaelic music at high 
school and at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

After completing his Gaelic and traditional music 
course at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig earlier this month, 
Alasdair is moving to Glasgow to take up a job at a 
distillery in the city.

When asked about his plans for the future and his 
musical career, he said: ‘I think I’ll just enjoy the Gold 
Medal for now. 

‘We’ll see what happens next year.
‘Hopefully the Gold Medal will help boost my 

career, as I want to keep singing.’ 

Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir Pheofharuin (Dingwall Gaelic Choir) celebrate winning the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield. 17_43MODdm10_fridaychoirs

Islay’s Alasdair Currie strikes Mòd gold

at the age of eight. It was here 
she attended Kinlochewe 
Primary School and Gairloch 
High School, learning the 
fundamentals of Gaelic song 
and traditional music.

Rachel was one of the first 
students on the Scottish music 
course at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama, 
where she studied Gaelic 
song under the tutelage of the 
renowned Gaelic singer Kenna 
Campbell.

With three albums and a 
successful singing career 
already to her name, Rachel 
can now add the illustrious 
Gold Medal to her accolades.

Reflecting on her medal- 
winning performance the 
morning after, she said: ‘I tried 
to get some sleep but I was just 
buzzing. It hasn’t really sunk 
in.

‘A lot of people said ‘why 
would you want to enter the 
Gold Medal?’ but for me it’s 
been a big personal challenge 
and it’s one of the biggest 
accolades I’ve received.

‘It’s certainly not easy and 
on a personal note, it’s one of 
the proudest moments of my 
career.’

She continued: ‘I’ve been 
in finals before but really 

suffered with nerves for the 
Gold Medal. 

‘Competitive singing is very 
different than being in the 
studio. 

‘There’s a lot going on in 

the hall and it’s difficult 
to keep concentration.’ 
Rachel explained that being a 
non-native speaker of Gaelic 
makes it more of an honour for 
her to win.

‘As a non-native speaker, 
it’s important for me to get 
both the Gaelic and the music 
right,’ she said, ‘so it’s a very 
big personal achievement for 
me.’

Hannah Knight of Càrlabhagh won gold in the ladies’ 
traditional singing category. 17_43MODdm03_fridaygoldmedal

THE COVETED Lovat and Tullibardine Shield 
was won by Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir Pheofharain 
for the second year in a row. 

The choir, which was formed in 1954, is currently 
led by conductor Kirsteen Menzies, who received 
the Malcolm G MacCallum Silver Baton, awarded 
to the winning conductor. The choir was also 
awarded the Donald Thomson Memorial Quaich 
and The Weekly Scotsman Quaich for achieving 

the highest marks in Gaelic, as well as the Donald 
J MacAskill Memorial Trophy. 

They also took home The Oban Times Silver 
Salver for accumulating the highest marks in 
music. This is the 13th time the group has won 
the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield. They first 
won the competition in 1913 and it took 64 years 
before they etched their name on to the silverware 
again  in 1977. However, in recent times they have 

been the choir to beat, winning the prestigious 
competition six times in the last 10 years. Before 
heading back to Dingwall with a handful of 
trophies, they posted on social media, saying: 
‘Celebrations are ongoing and the cèilidh air a’ 
bhus has commenced.

‘Thanks to everyone for all the kind words of 
congratulations. Mar sin leibh Mòd Lochaber 
2017.’

IT WAS a successful Royal 
National Mòd for the head 
teacher of Bun-Sgoil Ghàidh-
lig Loch Abar.

John Joe MacNeill, orig-
inally from Barra, won the 
Traditional Gold Medal.

The 33-year-old also 
finished fourth in the Gold 
Medal competition and won 
the Margrat Duncan Memo-
rial Trophy with Lochaber 
Gaelic Choir.

The all-star choir was con-
ducted by Rachel Walker, a 
music tutor at West Highland 
College UHI, who won the 
ladies' Royal National Mòd 
Gold Medal on Wednesday 
evening.

The men’s Gold Medal was 
won by Alasdair Currie from 
Islay, however, John Joe says 
he will will try to win that 
next year when the Mòd takes 
place in Dunoon.

The Barra man also 
narrowly missed out on the 
Lovat and Tullibardine Shield 
by two points with Oban 
Gaelic Choir, who he also 
sings with.

Speaking the morning after 

winning the Traditional Gold 
Medal, John Joe, who also 
conducts Lochaber children’s 
Gaelic choir, said: ‘I am in 
shock, but I am delighted.

'I have not had much of 
a holiday and am looking 
forward to Saturday and 
Sunday to relax. It’s great 
to win the traditional Gold 
Medal for Lochaber, but also 
for my own home island of 
Barra.

‘I left the stage thinking I 
messed up a fair bit, so I am 
really pleased I got the most 
points.’

To win the traditional gold, 
John Joe had to first qualify 
for the event, which he did 
by winning the morning 
competition and taking home 
the Lochaber Rotary Club 
Trophy. He then had to sing 
two songs in the evening, 
one of which was written by a 
distant family member.

‘The other song was one 
I have loved all my life,’ he 
added.

When asked if he thought he 
would win, he said: ‘Not at all. 
I was very taken aback.’

Lochaber Gaelic school head teacher John Joe MacNeil 
won the gold in the men’s traditional singing category. 

17_43MODdm02_fridaygoldmedal

Head teacher top                   
class in traditional         
Gold Medal

Dingwall Gaelic Choir conductor Kirsteen Menzies is presented with 
The Oban Times Silver Salver by Mark Entwistle, senior reporter 

with The Oban Times’ sister paper the Lochaber Times. The salver is 
presented to the choir accumulating the highest marks in music in 

the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield competition. JP_MOD43jp01

The Oban Times Silver Salver

Alasdair Currie and 
Rachel Walker with 
their Gold Medals. 

21_MOD43jp3_goldmedal
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Tiree woman takes silver 
pendant title 20 years on
A TIREE woman who 
returned to Mòd solo com-
petition nearly 20 years after 
a silver pendant heartbreak 
returned to the Hebridean 
island with this year’s prize.

Primary teacher Ishbel 
Campbell, 37, of Crossapol last 
entered the competition, the 
top solo award for learners, at 
the Mòd in 1999, also held in 
Lochaber.

But she was unable to even 
take the stage that year after 
failing the Gaelic card test that 
would allow her to compete.

Speaking after she won 
the silver pendant final last 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
teacher and mother of three 
said: ‘I last came to a Mòd in 
Lochaber as a teenager and 
had learnt my four songs for 
the silver pendant.

‘My tutor at the time said 
my Gaelic was good enough, 
so I sat my Gaelic card test 
on the day of the competition 
but didn’t get it. I got my card 
before I came this time!’

The silver pendant win 
was particularly pleasing for 
Ishbel’s tutor on Tiree, Mabel 
MacArthur, who narrowly 
missed out on the gold medal. 

Silver pendant winners Ishbel Campbell Kenneth MacLeod. 
16_MOD43ep34 

An emotional moment for Bùrach as they are awarded The Sheri�  
MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich. JP_MOD43jp2

Then, Mabel sang the lament 
Tuireadh Iain Ruadh, a song 
that Ishbel sang this year on 
her way to victory.

A former pupil of Lochaber 
High School, Ishbel has also 
lived in Fort William and on 
Uist, and says she has always 
been around Gaelic song, 
something that has helped 

her to learn the language. 
She is currently studying 
Gaelic through Strathclyde 
University.

It was third time lucky 
for fellow silver pendant 
winner Kenneth MacLeod, a 
native of Lewis, who had been 
runner-up in the silver medal 
in the previous two years.

Kenneth only moved back to 
Glasgow from London seven 
weeks before his competition 
but admitted he benefited 
from the resulting ‘intensive’ 
final weeks’ training with tutor 
Kirsteen Grant, who is also 
his conductor in Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir.

The 43-year-old, who has 
a development role with 
European football’s governing 
body UEFA, only began 
singing solo at the 2015 Mòd 
in Oban.

He said: ‘I didn’t think I 
could do it [solo singing] 
before that. I always thought I 
was an okay choir singer, then 
I joined the quartet and that 
gave me some confidence.

‘I had a lead going into this 
year’s final and that made a 
huge difference; I was much 
more relaxed than in previous 
years. My final song was Òran 
a’ Bhotail, which is one of my 
favourites, so I knew if I gave 
it laldy and just enjoyed it I 
would be alright.’

Kenneth said he would love 
to do the Gold Medal compe-
tition but would probably take 
a year off solo singing to ‘have 
a life’.

Sandy NicDhòmhnaill Jones from South Uist won the Oban Times Gold Medal on Thursday for 
singing a prescribed song composed by a Lorn bard in the � uent category. She is pictured with 

Oban Times editor Susan Windram, who presented the medal. 17_MOD43dm01_thursday

Fiona Cameron and her six-
month-old son Iain from Fort 
William were waiting to � nd 
out the ladies’ choirs results 

on Thursday. 17_MOD43dm02

Above: Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle 
conductor Arlene McKerrell 

with the Grace Robertson 
Memorial Baton for achieving 

the highest marks in music. 
The choir came third in the 

Sheri�  MacMaster Campbell 
Memorial competition.  

17_MOD43dm20

Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac from Lewis achieved a huge mark of 372 to win the Lorn Shield by a nine-mark margin. The choir was second in 
the puirt-a-beul and won the trophy for highest marks in Gaelic in the rural choirs competitions. 17_MOD43dm21_thursdaychoirs_

Left: Bùrach Gaelic Choir from Lochaline celebrate winning the 
Sheri�  MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich and the Selma 

Shield. 17_MOD43dm22_thursdaychoirs

Oban Times Gold Medal 
success for singer Sandy
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Mull ladies’ Mòd hat-trick

More photos 
available 

online 
OBANTIMES.

CO.UK/
MODPHOTOS
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Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses 
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Harris Gaelic Choir celebrate winning the Rotary Club of Blairgowrie Trophy for achieving the highest 
marks in music in the rural choirs ladies competition. 17_MOD43dm06_thursdaychoirs_

Còisir Ghàidhlig Taigh an Uillt took part in rural choirs competitions. 17_MOD43dm08_thursdaychoirs_

The ladies of Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein Mhuilich who completed a hat-trick at the Mòd.  17_MOD43dm10_

thursdaychoirs_

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein Mhuilich came second in the rural choirs Sheri�  MacMaster Campbell 
Memorial Competition and third in the rural choirs’ puirt-a-beul. They also took home the John 

Lockie Trophy for highest aggregate marks in Gaelic across three competitions. 17_MOD43dm11_thursdaychoirs

IT HAS been a successful 
Royal National Mòd for Mull 
Gaelic Choir’s ladies – win-
ning three awards.

The island woman won the 
Grampian Television Trophy 
for their performance in the 
rural choir ladies category.

After singing two songs, 
they also won the Rotary Club 
of Blairgowrie Trophy for the 
highest marks in music, and 
Elizabeth Jack was handed 
the Rod MacKenzie, Sgir’ 
a’ Bhac Memorial Baton for 
being the winning conductor.

Speaking about the choir’s 
achievement, Elizabeth said: 
‘Wow. We haven’t won it for 
five years, but we have been in 
the top three several times.’

‘It would have been nice to 
have the four trophies,’ she 
added, with a laugh. ‘But that 
would be greedy.’

‘We are so delighted,’ she 
said. ‘The other choirs were 
so good.’

Barra Gaelic Choir after they 
had sung in the Lorn Shield 
competition on Thursday. 

17_MOD43dm05_thursdaychoirs

To order copies of Mòd 
photographs visit  www.

obantimes.co.uk/
modphotos
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Còisir Ghàidhlig an Luirg, who competed in the rural choirs competitions. 21_MOD43nf318_choir

Left: Còisir Mnathan 
Lacasdail, Lewis, won 

the Harris Tweed 
Authority Trophy after 

�nishing top of the 
open waulking song 
competition for the 

second year running. 
21_MOD43nf359_waulking

Còisir Ghàidhlig Thunga took part in the puirt-a-beul, Grampian Television Trophy and the Lorn 
Shield competitions on Thursday. 21_MOD43nf323_choir

Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch (Lochs Gaelic Choir) will need a trophy cabinet after winning the Aline MacKenzie Memorial Trophy, 
Calum Robertson Memorial Trophy and Evelyn Huckbody Memorial Trophy in the rural choirs’ puirt-a-beul competition. 

17_MOD43dm17_thursdaychoirs

Còisir Ghàidhlig Mhealbhaich (Melvich Gaelic Choir) who  won the Sandy Herpon Memorial Trophy for the highest aggregate marks 
in music in the rural choir competitions and were second in the Lorn Shield. 17_MOD43dm14_thursdaychoirs_

 Còisir Ghàidhlig Thunga (Tong Gaelic Choir) from the Isle of Lewis, who took part in the rural choir competitions. 17_MOD43dm12_thurs-

daychoirs

Còisir Dhùn Èideann (Edinburgh Gaelic Choir), who sang in the area choir competitions, pose for a 
photograph with their beloved Somhairle the teddy bear.  17_43MODdm05_fridaychoirs

To order copies of Mòd photographs visit  
www.obantimes.co.uk/modphotos

Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu – winners of the open and open men area choir competitions. 
21_MOD43nf444_choir

Argyll’s Atomaig Piseag took part in the ladies’ area choirs competition on Friday. 21_MOD43nf374_choir
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Seattle sounds make waves 
at Mòd Loch Abar 2017

Donnie on a drive to 
help Mòd competitors

It’s been a 
challenge to 
get everyone 
here ”

Penny MacLeod
Choir conductor

There are lots of familiar faces in this photograph of Còisir Ceann An Tuirc, Argyll’s male-voice choir.  They came third in the Mull and Iona Shield 
competition. 17_43MODdm04_fridaychoirs_

Còisir Ghàidhlig Obar Dheathain (Aberdeen Gaelic Choir)  outside the Nevis Centre on Friday. 
They sang in the area choirs competitions. 17_43MODdm06_fridaychoirs

PARTICIPANTS in this year’s 
Mòd got from venue to venue 
seamlessly thanks to a free bus 
service.

Family-run Shiel Buses, 
which will turn 40 next year, 
ensured competitors didn’t 
miss a beat. 

Donnie MacGillivray, who 

runs the business with his son 
and daughter, ran the same 
service 10 years ago when the 
Mòd was last in Lochaber.

Mr MacGillivray said: ‘This 
is a goodwill gesture. I am 
a Gaelic speaker, so I felt I 
should do it again. 

‘In the first part of the week, 

everything was out at the high 
school and in Caol, so we put 
two buses on. People have 
been delighted with it.’

Donnie says he is the only 
Gaelic speaking bus operator 
on the mainland. Shiel Buses 
operates 40 vehicles, varying 
from eight to 53 seats.

Shiel Buses boss Donnie MacGillvray ready to transport his next bus load of Mòd participants to a 
venue.

EVERY year the Mòd 
offers a rare insight into 
the breadth and depth of 
Gaelic influence across 
the world.

This year was no 
different as a group of 
Gaelic singers from the 
other side of the Atlantic 
showed the culture and 
language lives on among 
Highland descendants in 
some of the most unlike-
ly places.

Seirm, a 25-strong 
Gaelic choir from Seat-
tle, United States, flew 
over to Scotland to take 
their place at Mòd Loch 
Abar 2017, accompanied 
by a big following of 
family and friends.

The choir’s origins are 
rooted in Slighe nan 
Gàidheal, a non-profit 
educational society in 
Seattle that teaches 
and promotes Gaelic 
language and culture in 
the Pacific Northwest. 
Members’ interest in 
Gaelic song was piqued 
after learning about the 

Seirm, from Seattle, were competing in the area choir competitions in the Margrat Duncan Memorial Trophy. 21_MOD43nf452_choir.

history of the music in 
classes and the society 
decided to establish a 
choir to take part in the 
Vancouver Mòd in 1997.

It was fitting then that 
on the eve of its 20th 
anniversary, members 
of the society travelled 
to Fort William to take 
their place the Royal 
National Mòd 2017.

The choir entered into 
the Margrat Duncan 
Memorial Trophy for 
area choirs on Friday 
afternoon, sharing the 
stage with some of the 
biggest names in Gaelic 
music.

Speaking after their 
performance in front of 
a packed Nevis Centre 
crowd, choir conduc-
tor Penny MacLeod 
DeGraff said: ‘I feel 
we did very well. It was 
definitely one of our best 
performances.’

The choir also had a 
strong presence in the 
waulking song competi-
tions, with three of the 

seven groups entered 
coming from Seattle.

‘We've been doing 
waulking songs for 20 
years,’ Penny explained, 
‘and this is our second 
time at the Mòd. In 2001 
we won the competition.’

Although based in 
Seattle, members of the 
choir hail from all over 
the north west of the 
United States, up to and 
including Canada. From 
Eugene in western Ore-
gon to Vancouver Island 
in British Columbia, 
the choir’s catchment 
area must be one of the 
largest to be represented 
at the Mòd.

Their geographic dis-
parity does cause some 
logistical problems, 
however. Though the 
more centrally located 
members of the choir 

meet in Seattle 
once a week for a 
practice, the rest 
of the choir have 
to rely on Skype 
to tune in and 
learn the songs.

Penny said: 
‘Everyone lives 
so far apart 
and we didn’t 
get everyone 
together until we 
got to Scotland. 

elled here with a choir 
of 25 singers. Everyone 
paid for their own flights 
and accommodation. We 
found a hotel we could 
all stay in and needed 
to make a deposit there 
and then. That weeded 
out a lot of the wishful 
thinkers signed up on 
the sheet!’

The unwavering com-
mitment of this unlikely 
band of Gaelic singers is 
nothing short of inspira-
tional. Not only was their 
appearance on the Mòd 
stage on Friday deserv-
ing, it was most certainly 
welcome. To see such 
passion for Gaelic song 
from a group of North 
Americans, living 4,400 
miles from Scotland, is 
what the Mòd is really 
about - rejoicing in the 
ancient culture and lan-
guage of the Gaels.

‘It’s been quite an 
experience this week. 
Everyone has been so 
friendly and helpful 
in getting us here and 
helping with our entries, 
so a big thanks to them,' 
said Penny.

‘Sadly we won’t be back 
next year. We need time 
to save up, but we will 
definitely be back to the 
Mòd in the future.’

So it’s certainly been 
a challenge to get here 
but everyone has been 
so committed. Some 
people came early and 
some have come for a 
holiday. We had one 
fiddler with us, Brandon 
Vance, who competed in 
various events but has 
flown back early to take 
part in a competition in 
Oregon.’

The group was getting 
coached by Gaelic tutors 
in Vancouver, which 
meant having to send 
tape recordings of their 
practices back and forth 
for feedback.

Penny continued: ‘At 
the fèis in Seattle last 
year, I put a sign-up 
list on the wall which 
received 44 signatures. 
Although many people 
dropped off, we still trav-

Tha Bòrd na Gàidhlig airson taing mhòr  
a thoirt don a h-uile duine a ghabh pàirt  
ann am Mòd 2017 anns a’ Ghearasdan.

Meal-a-naidheachd air a’ Chomunn  
Ghàidhealach, an luchd-obrach saor-thoileach  

air a’ Chomataidh Ionadail agus na farpaisich uile.

’S math a rinn sibh. 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig congratulates An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, the Local Organising Committee  

and all participants involved in making  
Mòd 2017 such a huge success.

gaidhlig.scot             @bordnagaidhlig1             facebook.com/bordnagaidhlig
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Gaelic learner Ross wins top award

To order copies of 
Mòd photographs visit                  
www.obantimes.co.uk/

modphotos

Isla Duke won the gold 
badge nine-year-old 

girls’ � uent speaker solo 
singing. 21_MOD42nf218

AS THEIR school celebrates its 
20th anniversary of delivering Gaelic 
medium education, two young Gaelic 
singers have marked the occasion with 
a couple of gold badges in the fluent 
singing competitions.

Bun-sgoil Chondobhrait (Condorrat 
Primary School) in North Lanarkshire 
established a Gaelic medium stream 
in 1997 and has been marking the 
anniversary throughout the year.

Situated in what was originally the 
village of Condorrat, but is now part 
of the new town of Cumbernauld, 
the school has two streams – with the 
children in the Gaelic stream following 
the same curriculum entirely through 
Gaelic until the end of primary three 
when they begin studying English.

The school has continued to grow 
considerably in the last 20 years with 
around 180 pupils now part of the 
Gaelic stream.

Chondobhrait pupil Hannah MacLeod 
won the gold badge in the seven-year-
old solo singing for fluent speakers. 
Although Hannah lives in Lennoxtown, 
her mum from Skye and her dad from 
Lewis mean it is hardly surprising she is 
a fluent Gaelic speaker, despite being a 
North Lanarkshire local.

Fellow Chondobhrait pupil, Isla Duke, 
also picked up a gold badge for solo 
singing but for the girls’ nine-year-old 
competition. Now living in Falkirk, 
Isla hasn’t forgotten her roots and 
was joined by some of her Argyllshire 
grandparents at the Mòd on Tuesday.

Shona Keith of Lochgair, and Alasdair McLean from 
Kilmartin with their teacher Christine Johnston. Shona 

� nished third in the solo prescribed song relating to 
Mull or Iona competition. 17_MOD43dm05_wednesdaysolo

Anne Bennett from Dundee walked away with the John D Gillies 
Memorial Trophy for her solo performance in the competitor’s 

choice Skye or Sutherland song. 17_MOD43dm06_wednesdaysolo

Tobermory’s Donna Dugdale got two trophies for the 
price of one after winning the Mrs Kennedy-Fraser’s 

Songs of the Hebrides competitior’s own choice 
competition. 17_mod43dm07_wednesdaysolo

Royal National Mòd stalwarts Joy Dunlop, left, 
Connel, and Nicola Pearson, Oban, won the open 
duet singing with a rousing rendition of 'Thig am 

bàta'. 21_MOD43nf293_duet

Morvern couple Heather Brown and Hector 
MacKechnie, from Samhairidh, competed in the 

open duet singing competition, performing 'Tha thu 
daonnan nam smuain'. 21_MOD43nf285_duet

Holly Dodman, nine, from Banavie, won the Lawrence MacDu�  
Trophy. 21_MOD43nf278_clarsach

DESPITE living only five min-
utes away from her competition 
venue, Banavie clarsach player 
Holly Dodman and her family 
had to do a 400-mile round-trip 
to compete at this year’s Mòd.

But the journey was more 
than worthwhile as Holly won 
a special award for being the 
youngest performer on the day.

Banavie Primary School pupil 
Holly, aged nine, lives just half 
a mile away from her competi-
tion venue in Caol but had been 
enjoying a family holiday in the 
Lake District during Mòd week.

Rather than withdraw her 
entry from the junior elemen-
tary clarsach competition on 
Wednesday, Holly and her mum 
made the trip back home to play 
for the adjudicators.

Although she competed 

in just one event, Holly’s 
determination to perform paid 
off as she won the Lawrence 
MacDuff Trophy, awarded to 
the youngest entrant in the 
clarsach competitions.

She didn’t have long to 
celebrate, however, as the 
family made the journey back 
down south for the rest of their 
holiday.

Holly is a pupil of Ingrid 
Henderson and arrived in Fort 
William just in time to catch 
Ingrid in action on Tuesday 
night. Ingrid was performing 
as part of the Nàdur concert, 
put together by fellow Lochaber 
musician Rachel Walker.

Holly said Ingrid was a great 
clarsach teacher and had been 
very helpful in her preparations 
for the Mòd this year.

Coinneach MacLeod, originally from the Isle of 
Lewis, won two of the men’s solo singing silver pen-
dant quali� ers. He won the Katie Stewart Memorial 

Trophy and the Bank of Scotland Cup. Coinneach 
was then crowned the winner of the Silver Pendant 

competition. 17_MOD43dm04_wednesdaysolo

Nancy Johnston from Eugene USA and Ellen Beard 
from Arlington USA met for the � rst time in St Andrew’s 

Church in Fort William when they were competing at the 
Mòd. 17_MOD43dm02_wednesdaysolo

AN ARGYLL Gaelic learner 
has won a top award in recog-
nition of his commitment to 
the language.

Ross Christie, right, from 
Kilchrenan, near Oban, was 
named Gaelic Learner of the 
Year at the Mòd on Wednes-
day (October 18) having only 
started learning the language 
last year.

Commonly known as 
‘literature day’, Wednesday 
heralded the beginning of 

the adult competitions at this 
year’s Royal National Mòd in 
Lochaber with competitions 
including drama, poetry and 
storytelling taking place 
throughout the day.

The Gaelic Learner of the 
Year award was sponsored by 
the Royal Highland and Agri-
cultural Society for Scotland 
and acknowledges a Gaelic 
learner who has made signifi-
cant steps to becoming fluent. 

Last year’s award was pre-

sented to Carmine Colajezzi, 
from Italy, however, this year’s 
recipient was a little closer to 
home. 

Ross was presented with his 
prize by Kenneth Matheson, 
area director of the Royal 
Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland for the 
Highlands. 

Kenneth said: ‘As a charity 
with a remit to champion Scot-
tish culture, farming, food and 
rural life, we are proud to be 

associated with the Royal Na-
tional Mod and congratulate 
Ross on his achievement.’

Ross only started learning 
Gaelic last year and is contin-
uing his studies at Sabhal Mòr, 
Skye’s Gaelic higher education 
college.

John Morrison, chief exec-
utive of An Comunn Gàid-
healach, added: ‘The Gaelic 
Learner of the Year Award is a 
fantastic recognition and Ross 
Christie is a deserving winner.’

Eileen Duncan from Lewis won the Catherine M B 
Dunlop Quaich in the learners’ competitor’s choice 

silver pendent quali� er, with Tiree’s Ishbel Campbell 
taking home The Margot Campbell Trophy. Ishbel 

went on to win the Silver Pendant. 17_MOD43dm01

Hannah MacLeod from Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait won the gold badge for the 

seven-year-old � uent speaker solo singing on 
Tuesday. 21_MOD42nf210_singing

Alasdair Currie from Islay, 21, won 
both trophies in the gold medal 

quali� er on Wednesday morning – the 
Caledonian MacBrayne Trophy and the 

F S Cameron Head Memorial Trophy. 
He went on to win the coveted Gold 

Iain Macleod from Edinburgh with the Dr Alasdair 
Patrick Barden Memorial Salver after winning the 

precenting psalm in a traditional manner competition. 
21_MOD43nf293_precent

Allan’s Mòd
ALLAN CAMPBELL

Holly goes the extra mile

Girls sing to success in school’s anniversary year

Left: Esther MacLeod 
and Issy Sutherland, 
of Bun-sgoil Taobh 

na Pàirce, Edinburgh, 
winners of the Lord 

Birsay Trophy for clarsach 
duet. JP_MOD43jp1_MOD

Medal competition 
on Wednesday night.             
17_MOD43dm03_wednesdaysolo

A RÈIR BHEACHDAN dhaoine ris an do bhruidhinn 
mi Disathairne seo chaidh, agus bhon uairsin, chòrd Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2017 ann an Gearasdan Loch Abar fìor 
mhath ris an fheadhainn a bha an làthair agus riuthasan a bha 
ga èisteachd air rèidio agus telebhisean. 

Tha mi air leth toilichte leis a’ bhreith sin air sgàth an dà 
chuid, buidhnean-taice agus na daoine a dh’obraich cho 
cruaidh gus a thoirt gu buil, agus cuideachd na farpaisich a 
thug beò an tachartas agus a rinn uimhir gus Gàidhlig agus 
a cultar fhoillseachadh cho soirbheachail agus le uimhir de 
shnas agus ealantas. 

Mìle buidheachas dhaibh uile! Bhuannaich na h-uile a bha an 
sàs ann an dòigh air choreigin, agus bhuannaich an cànan anns 
a h-uile dòigh! 

Tha mi air iomradh a thoirt air cuid de dhìleab a’ Mhòid seo 
ann an àite eile san iris seo agus mar a tha mi a’ mìneachadh 
an sin, tha mi den bheachd gun deach gu mòr ri ìomhaigh agus 
inbhe na Gàidhlig rè na seachdaine agus gun deach aithne 
oifigeil a dhaingneachadh air luach an tachartais ann am 
beatha agus fàs na Gàidhlig. 

Ged ‘s e ceum sònraichte a tha sin dhan Mhòd, tha buanachd 
agus fàs na Gàidhlig fhathast na fhìor dhùbhlan tomadach 
agus tha obair mhòr ri dhèanamh gus luchd-labhairt a bhros-
nachadh gus an cànan a chleachdadh barrachd nam beatha 
làitheil agus cuideachd barrachd dhaoine a mhisneachadh gus 
Gàidhlig ionnsachadh. 

Mar a tha fios againn uile, tha àireamhan luchd-cleachdaidh 
bunaiteach ma tha Gàidhlig gu bhith beò agus dol a mhairsinn 
agus tha buaidh na h-iomairt sin gu mòr an urra rinne mar 
choimhearsnachd Ghàidheal.

A’ tilleadh gu dìleab a’ Mhòid ‘s fhiach cuimhneachadh gum 
bheil measadh neo-eisimeil ga dhèanamh gach bliadhna air an 
toradh eaconamach a tha gach Mòd a’ buileachadh air an sgìre 
sam bi e a’ gabhail àite. 

Tuigear gum bheil am fiosrachadh a thig à leithid sin de 
rannsachadh na chuideachadh mòr ann an tagraidhean le 
buidhnean-taice, agus tha e inntinneach da-rìribh gum bheil 
eadar a dhà agus trì gu leth millean de bhuannachd a’ tighinn 
gu sgìrean a’ Mhòid gach bliadhna. Clabag luachmhor dha 
gnìomhachas aoigheachd nam bailtean is nan sgìrean sin, ach 
ged is e sin an raon as motha a choisinneas bhuaithe, ann am 
beachd mhòran sin cuideachd an roinn as lugha a nì dad gus 
an obair-deasachaidh agus lìbhrigidh a chuideachadh. Gun 
teagamh tha cuid eadar-dhealaichte agus taiceil da-rìribh, ach 
anns an fharsaingeachd tha gnìomhachasan leisg cuideachadh. 
Le airgead poblach agus prìobhaideach a’ sìor fhàs gann tha 
feum gu bhith air a h-uile taic sna bliadhnaichean tha tighinn, 
agus dh’fhaodadh gnìomhachasan bhailtean nam Mòdan 
mòran a dhèanamh mar thaic dhan Ghàidhlig agus dha na 
Mòdan nach cosgadh cus dhaibh idir. Cosnadh an cuid den 
dìleab!

THE ROYAL National Mòd makes a significant contribution 
to Gaelic each year and independent research annually 
confirms that host areas gain substantial economic benefit.  

With  such benefits, and with some notable exceptions, 
business communities should do more to  support Gaelic.  

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Aithne is inbhe
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Portree High School pupil Erin Nic'Illiosa with  
the Lawrence MacDu�  Cup after winning the 
junior intermediate 2 clarsach competition. 

21_MOD43nf267_clarsach

Anna Tate Westwell from Oban High School 
won the Sir Philip Christison Trophy in the 
junior open clarsach competition for the 

second year in a row.  21_MOD43nf263_clarsach

Robert’s Mòd
ROBERT ROBERTSON

The perfect blend 
at Mòd Loch Abar

THE TWO days of children’s 
competitions, currently split 
between learners (Monday) 
and fluent speakers (Tuesday) 
during Mòd week, could soon 
merge, as the overall level of 
fluency improves.

John Morrison, chief 
executive of Royal National 
Mòd organiser An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said there was a 
decreasing gap in the standard 
of Gaelic between today’s 
young learners and those who 
were fluent, thanks mainly to 
Gaelic medium education.

Explaining that more and 
more children are reaching 
the required levels of fluency 
to compete on the Tuesday, he 
added: ‘People who would have 
previously appeared in Monday 
competitions (learners) are 
now competing on the Tuesday. 
There is a challenge for us to 
consider whether we end the 
current distinction between 
learners and fluent speakers.

‘We might take a few years 
to get to that point but the 
popularity of Gaelic medium 
education is driving it that way.’

A NEW Gaelic song inspired 
by US President Donald 
Trump’s pledge to build a wall 
along the Mexican border has 
helped a 16-year-old clarsach 
player to Mòd success.

Milngavie’s Mairi Callan 
who attends the Music School 
of Douglas Academy, won 
The Glendale Quaich last 
Wednesday, singing two songs 

with self-accompaniment. 
One of the songs, Togaibh 
na Drochaidean, Leagaibh 
na Ballachan (Build bridges, 
knock down walls) may 
have received its first outing 
during the competition. It was 
originally a poem by Professor 
Donald Meek, with music 
and a special arrangement for 
Mairi by Mary Ann Kennedy.

Sixteen-year-old Mairi Callan, who attends the Music School 
of Douglas Academy won The Glendale Quaich for singing two 

songs self-accompanied. 16_MOD43ep33

New Gaelic song inspired 
by US President Trump

Shannon Reynolds of Tober-
mory reached the � nal of the 

Gold Medal competition at 
her � rst attempt. 16_MOD43ep26

Isabel Nicleòid from Carloway, Lewis, won the The Mary C 
MacNiven Memorial Salver in qualifying for the Gold Medal � nal 

and came second in the Gold Medal competition. 16_MOD43ep27

Rachel Walker of Gairlochy, a music tutor at West Highland Col-
lege UHI, won the Oran Mor prescribed song Alasdair Ghlinne 
Garadh and went on to win the ladies’ Gold Medal. 16_MOD43ep28

A Gaelic song student at 
the Royal Conservatoire but 

currently doing a year at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, Mairi Mcgillivray 

from Keills, Islay was second in 
the traditional learners’ solo 
singing and third in the open 

puert-a-beul.
16_MOD43ep29_Mairi Mcgillivray

Traditional solo (learners) winner Hannah MacRae of Fort William, front, celebrates with bandmates 
from The Full Four. The results were announced while the band was playing in Sunny's Bar in town. 

16_MOD43ep30

Ealasaid MacLean, 12, Lismore won the Falkirk Tryst Trophy for excellence in junior literature 
competitions. Little brother Alasdair MacLean-Fleming was second in the � ve to six years’ poster 

design. 16_MOD43ep31

F Ann MacLean, Lismore, 
won a host of literature 

prizes as well as competing 
as a soloist in the Gold Medal 

competition. 
16_MOD43ep32

Left to right: Hannah MacRae, Deirdre Beck and Lauren Byrne, 
Buidheann Cèilidh Còisir Ghàidhlig Loch Abar, won the Marshall 

Stormonth Memorial Trophy in the folk group competition. 
21_MOD43j p1_folk

Tobermory's Donna Dugdale with the Lochewe 
Branch Cup after winning the open solo singing 
for previous provincial Mòd winners. She came 

second in the solo peurt-a-beul. 21_MOD43nf328_singing

Carolyn Groat, from Fort William, with the 
Moray Trophy and the Donald Murray Memorial 
Trophy after gaining top marks in the Tradition-

al Gold singing quali� ers. 21_MOD43nf334_singing

Children’s 
competitions 
could merge

ONE MORNING during Mòd Loch Abar, a lady approached 
me to express her view my singing was far too loud.

I smiled and muttered something about everyone being 
entitled to their opinion, before enquiring what event she had 
heard me sing at. 

Was it the opening ceremony on Friday? The church service 
on Sunday? Rachel Walker’s Nàdara with the Lochaber choir 
on Tuesday? The convener’s ceilidh on Wednesday?

‘None of the above,’ she replied. It was half past three in the 
morning directly below her bedroom in the Alexandra Hotel 
backed by Gunna Sound! 

It suddenly became clear it was the ‘extra-curricular’ singing 
that had troubled her and, of course, I could only apologise 
for keeping her awake. She refused to accept my apology on 
the grounds that this was the Mòd and she wouldn’t have it any 
other way. That’s the spirit!

It was a wonderful Mòd with a perfect blend of good craic 
and serious competitions. On both counts, Lochaber excelled.

Let’s start with the competitive side. Congratulations to the 
new ladies’ Gold Medallist, Rachel Walker. 

Rachel started me off singing in Gaelic when I was a young 
boy and helped me win my own Gold Medal in 2013. Without 
her, I possibly wouldn’t be singing in Gaelic today so I was 
thrilled and proud to see her collect the medal as well as a host 
of trophies at our home Mòd.

Lochaber is also very proud of its adopted son, John Joe 
MacNeil from Barra, head teacher at Bun Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, who won the men’s Traditional Gold Medal.

Then, on Friday, Lochaber Gaelic Choir, conducted by 
Rachel and featuring John Joe, won our competition (the 
Margrat Duncan) for the third year in a row. 

I don’t think I have celebrated a result so fervently since 
James MacFadden’s 40-yard screamer against France in 2007 
and my ear drum is still ringing after Carolyn Groat’s celebra-
tory scream into my ear as a big group of us embraced in the 
Nevis Centre as if we were on the terraces at Hampden.

The Nevis Centre, which had been the hub of activity all 
week, was also the scene of the final horo-gheallaidh on Friday 
night when 650 people danced to ourselves and Trail West to 
give Mòd Loch Abar 2017 the send off it deserved.

Perhaps the less said about the aforementioned celebratory 
‘carry on’ the better. 

Suffice to say that, after a week of singing all day and, 
sometimes, all night long, my voice is in need of a little rest.

No such luck. I am writing this article from the recording 
studio where Tide Lines are working on a new song.

If the recordings get released, listeners will be wondering 
who the new husky voice of Tide Lines is. 

I promise I am not attempting to re-invent myself as a cross 
between Rod Stewart and Kenny Rogers. 

I just have a perfectly normal case of extreme post-Mòd 
fatigue. Thank goodness it only comes round once a year!
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Mòd results Mòd results Mòd results

Lily Davies, from next year's Mòd venue Dunoon, 
won a fantastic four medals at the Highland 

Dancing competitions. 21_MOD43jp1_dancing

Wednesday October 18 
Solo singing, ladies fl uent 
Gold Medal qualifi er: 1 
Isabel Nicleòid, Càrlabhagh, 
Mary C MacNiven Memorial 
Salver and James Grant 
Memorial prize, 2 Ceitidh 
Campbell, Inbhir Nis,  3 
Rachel Walker, Drochaid 
an Aonachain, 4 Claire 
Nicamhlaigh, Leòdhas. 
Òran Mòr, ladies fl uent, 
Gold Medal qualifi er: 1 
Rachel Walker, Drochaid 
an Aonachain, Joyce 
Murray Trophy to the 
competitor gaining the 
highest Gaelic mark in 
Competition A222, Mr and 
Mrs Archibald Macdonald 
Memorial Trophy, Jessie 
M MacLachlan Memorial 
Prize, 2 Isabel Nicleòid, 
Càrlabhagh, 3 = Ceitidh 
Campbell, Inbhir Nis and 
Shannon NicIllEathain, 
Tobar Mhoire. Solo singing 
learners, traditional: 1 
Hannah MacRae, An 
Gearasdan, George Clavey 
Memorial Quaich, 2 Mairi 
Mcgillivray, Ìle, 3 Calum 
MacColla, An Gearasdan.  
Silver pendant fi nal, 
ladies: 1 Ishbel Campbell, 
Tiriodh, Catherine Gemmell 
Memorial Trophy for the 
female gaining highest 
marks in SS254, Silver 
Pendant (Ladies), Clì 
Gàidhlig (Ladies), 2 Eileen 
Duncan, Tunga, Clì Gàidhlig 
(Ladies), 3 Julie-Anne 
MacFadyen, Dùn Èideann, 
Clì Gàidhlig (Ladies). 
Silver pendant fi nal, men:  
1 Coinneach MacLeod, 
Glasgow, Alasdair 
MacInnes Memorial Trophy 
for the male gaining 
highest marks in SS254, 
Silver Pendant (Men), 
The Congregation of St. 
Columba’s Gaelic Church, 
Glasgow, in memory of 
Cameron MacKichan, 
Clì Gàidhlig (Men), 2 Tim 
Dawson, Srath Pheofhair, 
Clì Gàidhlig (Men), 3 
Campbell McKenzie, 
Steòrnabhagh, Clì Gàidhlig 
(Men). Gold Medal fi nal, 
ladies: 1 Rachel Walker, 
Drochaid an Aonachain, 
Innis MacLeod Trophy 
for the highest aggregate 
marks in A220, A221, A222, 
A223 and GS224, Islander 
Shield (Ladies), Gold 
Medal (Ladies), 2 Isabel 
Nicleòid, Càrlabhagh,  3 
Ceitidh Campbell, Inbhir 
Nis, 4 Claire Nicamhlaigh, 
Leòdhas. Gold Medal 
fi nal, men: 1 Alasdair 
MacMhuirich, Ìle Islander 
Shield (Men),  Gold Medal 
(Men), 2 Fergus Munro, 
An Gearasdan, 3 Ruairidh 
Cormack, Port Rìgh, 4 John 
Joe MacNeil, Barraigh. 
Solo singing, men fl uent, 
Gold Medal qualifi er:  1 
Alasdair MacMhuirich, Ìle, 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
Trophy, 2 John Joe MacNeil, 
Barraigh, 3 Fergus Munro, 

An Gearasdan. Òran 
Mòr, men fl uent, Gold 
Medal qualifi er: 1 Alasdair 
MacMhuirich, Ìle, F S 
Cameron-Head Memorial 
Trophy, 2 Fergus Munro, 
An Gearasdan, 3 Ruairidh 
Cormack, Port Rìgh, 4= 
John Boa, Dùn Èideann and 
Iain Gordon, Inbhir Narann. 
Solo singing, Mull or Iona 
song: 1 Emma A C Deans, 
Comar nan Allt, Sarah Weir 
Memorial Trophy, Mull & 
Iona Association, 2 Janet 
H Campbell, Tobar Mhoire,  
Mull & Iona Association, 3 
Shona Keith, Loch Geàrr. 
Solo singing, Skye or 
Sutherland song: 1 Anne 
Bennett, Dùn Dè, John D 
Gillies Memorial Tophy, 2 
Janet H Campbell, Tobar 
Mhoire, 3 Fiona Nic an Aba, 
An t-Eilean Sgitheanach. 
Solo singing, Songs of the 
Hebrides: 1 Donna Dugdale, 
Tobar Mhoire, Johanna 
Fortune Memorial Trophy, 
Kennedy-Fraser Cup, An 
Comunn Gàidhealach 
Prize. 2 Janet H Campbell, 
Tobar Mhoire, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize, 3 
Clare Campbell, Arasgain.  
Recital class: 1 Anna Tait 
Westwell, Àrd-sgoil an 
Òbain, Sir Philip Christison 
Trophy, 2 Meredith Kiemer, 
Sgoil Chiùil Naomh Màiri. 
Clàrsach elementary:  1 
Anna Pearson, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce, Florence 
Wilson Trophy, 2 Lucy 
Robertson, Bun-sgoil 
Dhòrnach, 3 = Esther 
MacLeod, Bun-sgoil Taobh 
na Pàirce and Frances 
Macdonald, Àrd-sgoil 
Àird nam Murchan. 
Clàrsach Duets, under 13: 
1 Esther MacLeod and 
Issy Sutherland, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce, Lord 
Birsay Trophy, 2 Anna 
Pearson and  Rosaidh 
Mackintosh, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce, 3 Finlay 
James Penman and 
Matthew Wright, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce. Solo 
singing ladies learners: 1 
Ishbel Campbell, Tiriodh, 
Margot Campbell Trophy, 2 
Rena Gertz, Prestonpans, 
3 Julie-Anne MacFadyen, 
Dùn Èideann, 4 Sandie 
Kennedy, Obar Pheallaidh. 
Solo singing, ladies, silver 
pendant qualifi er: 1 Eileen 
Duncan, Tunga, Catherine 
M B Dunlop Quaich, 2 
Ishbel Campbell, Tiriodh, 
3 Julie-Anne MacFadyen, 
Dùn Èideann. Solo singing, 
men, silver pendant 
qualifi er: 1 Coinneach 
MacLeod, Glasgow, Katie 
Stewart Memorial Trophy, 
2 Campbell McKenzie, 
Steòrnabhagh, 3 Tim 
Dawson, Srath Pheofhair. 
Solo singing, men, silver 
pendant qualifi er: 1 
Coinneach MacLeod, 
Glasgow, Bank of Scotland 
Cup, 2 Campbell McKenzie, 

Steòrnabhagh, 3 Tim 
Dawson, Srath Pheofhair.  
Duet singing: 1 Joy Dunlop 
and Nicola Pearson, 
Glaschu, The Neil MacLean 
& Jenny M B Currie Trophy,  
Mull Local Mòd Prize, 
2 Steven MacÌomhair & 
Kirsteen Menzies, Am Blàr 
Dubh, Mull Local Mòd Prize, 
3 Emma A C & Raonaid M J 
Deans, Comar nan Allt, Mull 
Local Mòd Prize. Precenting 
a psalm:  1 Iain Macleòid, 
Dùn Èideann, Dr Alasdair 
Pàdruig Barden Memorial 
Salver, Gaelic Society of the 
Episcopal Church. Clàrsach 
duets: 1 Anne Stephen and 
Morag Philips, Sruighlea, 
Drumelzier Quaich. 
Clàrsach intermediate 
2:  1 Erin Nic'Illiosa, 
Àrd-sgoil Phort Rìgh, 
Lawrence MacDuff Cup, 
2 Lili McShea, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig, 3 
Jessica Noble, Acadamaidh 
Hermitage. Clàrsach 
introductory: 1 Ardal 
Slorach, Bun-sgoil Taobh 
na Pàirce, Helmsdale 
Trophy, 2 Charlotte Dougan, 
Bun-sgoil Hermitage, 3 
Naiara Killen Quinan, Bun 
Sgoil Taobh na Pairce. 
Clàrsach advanced:  1 
Abigail Cavanagh, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
Duncan Chisholm Trophy, 
2 Meredith Kiemer, Sgoil 
Chiùil Naomh Màiri, 3 
Chiara Robertson, Sgoil 
Laomainn. Clàrsach duets, 
13-18:  1 Bronwen Stahl 
and Lili McShea, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig, 
Comunn na Clarsaich 
Cup, 2 Chiara Robertson 
and Jessica Noble, Sgoil 
Laomainn and Acadamaidh 
Hermitage. Clàrsach 
composition: 1 Seòna 
NicDhòmhnaill, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig, 
Margaret Balfour Trophy, 
2 Anna Tait Westwell, 
Àrd-sgoil an Òbain, 3 = 
Esther MacLeod, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce and 
Anna Pearson, Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce. Clàrsach 
intermediate/advanced: 1 
Morag Philips, Sruighlea, 
2 Anne Stephen, 
Aberfoyle, 3 Leah Murray, 
Sruighlea. Clàrsach 
self accompaniment: 1 
Màiri Callan, Sgoil Chiùil 
Acadamaidh Dhùghlais,  
Glendale Quaich, 2 
Lili McShea, Àrd-sgoil 
Sheumais Ghilleasbuig, 3 
= Anna Tait Westwell, Àrd-
sgoil an Òbain and Isabella 
Sommerville, Rionnagan 
Rois. Clàrsach intermediate 
1:  1 Isabella Sommerville, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis, K Barry Milner Trophy, 
2 Leila Osmond, Bun-sgoil 
Shawlands, 3 Ealasaid 
Faye NicFhionghuin, 
Ard-sgoil Loch Abar. 
New Gaelic song: 1 Rev 
Ross Stewart James 
Crichton, Isle of Eriskay, 
Alan Forrester (Carloway) 
Trophy, Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean. Play: 
1 Mgr Marcas Mac an 
Tuairneir, Dùn Èideann, 
Stornoway Gazette Trophy, 
SQA, 2 F Ann MacLean, 
Lios Mòr. Writing, article: 
1 Mrs Cairistiona Stone, 
Castletown, Comhairle 
nan Leabhraichean, Duais 
Bòrd Oifi s Phuist na h-Alba, 
2 Miss Diane Bruce, 
Inverness, Comhairle 
nan Leabhraichean, 3 
F Ann MacLean, Lios 
Mòr, Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean. Poetry, 
three pieces:  1 Mrs 
Mòrag Anna NicNèill, Isle 
of Barra, Ailsa Quaich, 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Gold Medal, 2 Rev. Ross 
Stewart James Crichton, 
Isle of Eriskay, SQA, 
3 Cairistiona Stone, 
Castletown, SQA. Writing, 
short story:  1 Mr Graham 
Cooper, Aberdeen, Duais 
Chuihneachaidh Dhòmhnaill 
Iain Mhicìomhair, Comhairle 
nan Leabhraichean, 2 
F Ann MacLean, Lios 
Mòr, Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean, 3 Mrs 

Mòrag Anna NicNèill, Isle 
of Barra, Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean. Choral 
arrangement: 1 Sandaidh 
NicDhòmhnaill Jones, 
Uibhist a Deas, The Anne 
MacDearmid Trophy, 2 
Raonall Mac an t-Saoir, 
Edinburgh, 3 John James 
Galbraith, Isle of Barra. 
Writing, non-fi ction: 1 
Mrs Cairistiona Stone, 
Castletown, John Angus 
Macleod Quaich, 2 F Ann 
MacLean, Lios Mòr,  3 
Ms Seonag Anderson, 
Inverness. Writer’s award, 
children: An Triùir agus 
Lùbag le Maoilios Caimbeul, 
Duais Clan Currie.
Thursday October 19
Rural choirs, puirt-a-beul: 1 
Còisir Ghàidhlig nan Loch, 
Aline MacKenzie Memorial 
Trophy, Royal Mail Prize, 
2 Còisir Sgir’ a’ Bhac, 
Liberty British Aluminium 
Prize, 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
An Eilein Mhuilich, Liberty 
British Aluminium Prize; 
Conductor of the winning 
choir: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
nan Loch, John Young 
Memorial Baton for the 
Conductor of the winning 
choir; Highest marks in 
Gaelic: Còisir Ghàidhlig nan 
Loch, Calum Robertson 
Memorial Trophy; Highest 
marks in Gaelic in A300, 
A305 and A306: Còisir Sgir’ 
a’ Bhac,  Hamish Graham 
(Strath); Highest marks in 
Gaelic in A303, A305 and 
A306: Còisir Ghàidhlig An 
Eilein Mhuilich, John Lockie 
Trophy; Highest marks in 
music: Còisir Ghàidhlig nan 
Loch, Evelyn Huckbody 
Memorial Trophy; Highest 
aggregate  marks in music 
in competitions A300, A305 
and A306: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Mhealbhaich,  Sandy 
Heron Memorial Cup. Rural 
choirs, Lorn Shield: 1 Còisir 
Sgir’ A’ Bhac, Lorn Shield, 
Liberty British Aluminium 
Prize, 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Mhealbhaich, Liberty British 
Aluminium Prize, 3 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig nan Loch, Liberty 
British Aluminium Prize; 
Conductor of the winning 
choir: Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac, 
Mrs C MacDonald Silver 
Baton; Highest marks in 
Gaelic: Còisir Sgir’ A’ Bhac, 
Dalriada Cup; Highest 
marks in music: Còisir 
Sgir’ A’ Bhac, Capt Angus 
Stewart Trophy.  Rural 
choirs, Sheriff MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial: 1 
Bùrach, Sheriff MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial 
Quaich, Royal Mail Prize, 2 
Còisir Ghàidhlig An Eilein 
Mhuilich, Liberty British 
Aluminium Prize, 3 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, Liberty British 
Aluminium Prize; Conductor 
of the choir with highest 
marks in music: Arlene 
McKerrell, Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle, Grace Robertson 
Memorial Baton; Highest 
marks in Gaelic: Bùrach, 
Selma Shield.  Mary Lamont 
Gold Medal Traditional fi nal, 
ladies: 1 Hannah Knight, 
Càrlabhagh, Islander Shield 
(Ladies), Mary Lamont Gold 
Medal (Ladies)

Wright Johnston & 
MacKenzie (Ladies), 
2 Carolyn Groat, An 
Gearasdan, Wright 
Johnston and MacKenzie 
(Ladies), 3 Mary Bauld, 
Dòrnach, Anna and 
Seonaidh MacPhee 
(Ladies). 

Mary Lamont Gold 
Medal Traditional fi nal, 
men: 1 John Joe MacNeil, 
Barraigh, Mary Lamont 
Gold Medal (Men), Islander 
Shield (Men), Wright 
Johnston & MacKenzie 
(Men), 2 Martainn Mac 
an t-Saoir, Dun Eideann, 
Wright Johnston and 
MacKenzie (Men), 3 Donald 
Barker, Inbhir Nis, Anna 
and Seonaidh MacPhee 
(Men). Rural choirs ladies:  
1 Còisir Ghàidhlig An 
Eilein Mhuilich, Grampian 
TV Trophy, Royal Mail 
Prize, 2 Còisir Bhan Na 
Hearadh, Liberty British 

Aluminium Prize, 3 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, Liberty 
British Aluminium Prize; 
Conductor of the winning 
choir: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
An Eilein Mhuilich, Rod 
Mackenzie, Sgìr a’ Bhac 
Memorial Baton; Highest 
marks in Gaelic: Còisir 
Ghàidhlig An Eilein 
Mhuilich, Angus MacTavish 
Memorial Trophy; Highest 
marks in Music: Còisir 
Bhan Na Hearadh, Rotary 
Club of Blairgowrie Trophy. 
Solo instrumental: 1Alan 
McLeod, Brùra, Largs 
Branch Trophy. Cèilidh 
group:  1 Buidheann 
Cèilidh Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Marshall 
Stormonth Memorial 
Trophy, Silver Medals. 
Waulking: 1 Mnathan 
Lacasdail, Harris Tweed 
Authority Trophy,  2 Clò 
Nan Nighean, 3, Còmhlan 
Luadh Bhàideanach. 
Recitation, poem: 1 
Margaret Macdonald Bell, 
Pàislig, Ali Abbasi Memorial 
Cup, 2 Barbara Brandt, Dùn 
Èideann, 3 Pierre Fuentes, 
Dùn Èideann.  Reading:  1 
F Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr, 
An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Prize, 2 Rachel Urquhart, 
Inbhir Nis. Highest marks 
in A204, A205 and A206: 
F Ann MacLean, Lios Mòr, 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Gold Medal, Cardonald 
Highlanders’ Association 
Cup. Solo singing, ladies 
fl uent: 1 Carolyn Groat, 
An Gearasdan, Moray 
Trophy, 2 = Clare Jordan, 
A’ Choingheal agus Ìle 
and Hannah Knight, 
Càrlabhagh, 4= Mary Bauld, 
Dòrnach and Libby Morris, 
Bogh Mòr; Highest mark 
in competitions A230 and 
A231: Carolyn Groat, An 
Gearasdan, Donnie Murray 
Trophy. Solo singing, men 
fl uent: 1 Steven MacÌomhair, 
Am Blàr Dubh, Lochaber 
Rotary Club Trophy, 2 
Martainn Mac an t-Saoir, 
Dun Eideann, 3 John Joe 
MacNeil, Barraigh. Solo 
singing, Lorn Bard: 1 Sandy 
NicDhòmhnaill Jones, 
Uibhist a Deas, Oban 
Times Gold Medal, 2 Linn 
Phipps, An Rubha, 3 Eilidh 
Davies, Inbhir Nis. Solo 
singing, fi rst prize winners 
provincial mods: 1 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobar Mhoire, 
Lochewe Branch Cup, 
2 Sandy NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas, 3 
Anne Bennett, Dùn Dè. 
Solo singing, puirt-a-beul: 
1 Saffron Hanvidge, Inbhir 
Nis, Duncan Johnston 

Jackie Cotter, President of AGC conducts the Massed Choirs in a � nal singalong to mark the end of the 2017 Mòd in Lochaber. 
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Memorial Trophy, 2 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobar Mhoire, 3 
Mairi Mcgillivray, Ìle.
Friday October 20
Open men:  1 Ceòlraidh 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
Mull and Iona Shield, An 
Comunn Gàidhealach Prize, 
Martin MacKay Memorial 
Prize, 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Pheofharain, 3 Còisir 
Ceann an Tuirc; Highest 
marks for music: Ceòlraidh 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Cor 
Meibion Bro Glyndwr 
Trophy; Highest marks in 
Gaelic: Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Pheofharain Glen 
Ballachulish Trophy.  
Open, puirt-a-beul:  1 
Ceòlradh Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu, Greenock Gaelic 
Choir Cup, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize, 2 
Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis, 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Lodainn. Area choirs, 
Lovat and Tullibardine: 
1 Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Pheofharain, Lovat and 
Tullibardine Trophy, Donald 
J MacAskill Memorial 
Trophy for the highest 
marks in Gaelic, Oban 
Times Silver Salver for 
highest marks in music, 2 
Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain, 
3 Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu. Area choirs, 
Magrat Duncan:  1 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Loch Abar, 
Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize, 2 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Shruighlea, 
3Còisir Ghàidhlig Obar 
Pheallaidh; 

Highest marks for music:  
Còisir Ghàidhlig Obar 
Pheallaidh, Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Shruighlea, Staffi nders 
Quaich. Area choirs ladies: 
1 Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu, Esme Smythe 
Trophy, Angus Johnston 
Memorial Quaich for the 
highest marks in music, 2 
Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis, 
3 Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Pheofharain; Highest marks 
in Gaelic, Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Nis and Ceòlraidh 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
Donald U Johnston 
Memorial Quaich. Quartet: 
1 Largs Gaelic Choir 
Quartet, Stornoway Gaelic 
Choir Cup. An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize, 2 Ceòl 
na Dreòlluinn, 3 Arpafeelie; 
Highest marks in music: 
Largs Gaelic Choir Quartet, 
Marshall Stormonth 
Memorial Trophy; Highest 
marks in Gaelic: Arpafeelie, 
Ian Crighton Memorial 
Trophy.

M D
Dana Tomasino

ALTHOUGH many states in 
the US have strong ties with 
Scotland, Hawaii is probably 
not one that immediately 
springs to mind.

It was a bit of a surprise 
then to stumble upon one 
of the island’s natives avidly 
watching the waulking songs 
competitions at the Mòd in 
Fort William.

Dana Tomasino, from 
Honaunau or ‘The Big 
Island’ on Hawaii, was found 
sampling waulking songs in 
Duncansburgh church on a 
rainy Lochaber afternoon 
last week and, without fear 
of asking the obvious, the 
Lochaber Times wanted to 
know why she was here.

‘I’ve just arrived from Mull,’ 
she explained. ‘I had spent 
some time on the island after 
volunteering in Oban for a 
week and caught some of the 
Mull Mòd. I then met the 
Mull choir who I befriended, 
even getting to sing at one of 
their rehearsals.

‘They said they were heading 
up to Fort William to compete 
in the Royal National Mòd so 
I thought I’d come along.’

Dana’s chance encounter 
with the Mull choir is the 
latest in a line of adventures 
she has found herself in after 
setting off from Hawaii in 
April on a trip around the 
world. The 45-year-old has 
travelled across the US, Cana-
da, Switzerland, Netherlands, 
Denmark and Norway before 
finding her way to the West 
Highlands of Scotland.

When asked about her 
experience of the Mòd, 
Dana said: ‘I’ve always been 

Dana Tomasino from Honau-
nau, Hawaii, couldn’t resist a 

visit to the Mòd. 
21_MOD43nf368_character

Dana says aloha to Lochaber
interested in Celtic culture, 
but I didn’t really know much 
about Gaelic. So its very 
intriguing, it’s such a different 
language. I’m a singer myself 
so I’m enjoying the musical 
aspect of it all.’

Dana said she was proud 
to watch the Mull ladies 
choir win their competition, 
especially since their winning 
song was the one which she 
sang with them at rehearsals.

‘Their winning song was my 
favourite that I practiced, it’s 
been stuck in my head since,’ 
Dana added.

After spending almost the 
full week at the Mòd, Dana 
reflected on its importance, 
saying: ‘There is actually a 
lot of similarities between 
the Gaels and the indigenous 
Hawaiians and the way they 
are resurrecting and celebrat-
ing their ancient language and 
culture.’
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DIARDAOIN 26 DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan – 
Stories from Fishermen’s working 
lives at sea (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News 
20.30  Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Mòd 2017: Buinn an 
t-Seann Nòis (rpt)
23.20  Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 27 DÀMHAIR
FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35  Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir 
(rpt)
19.00 An Là 
19.25 ÙR | NEW: Rugbaidh Beò 
Pro 14 - Glasgow v Southern 

Kings
21.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
22.00  Mòd 2017: Mòd nan 
Còisirean (rpt)
23.30  Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan - Madness (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 28 DÀMHAIR
SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.30 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir 
(rpt)
17.50  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership – Aberdeen v Ross 
County
20.00  Na Ceiltich (rpt)
20.25 Binneas – Barbara Dickson 
(rpt)
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
20.55  ÙR | NEW: Seirm        
21.55  Leabhraichean-latha a’ 
Chogaidh Mho  (rpt)
22.55 Scottish Premiership – 
Aberdeen v Ross County (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 29 DÀMHAIR
SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30  Seachd Là/News Review
19.30  ÙR | NEW: Alleluia! 
20.00   Fuine (rpt)
20.30   ÙR | NEW: Prosbaig
21.00   Anna Latharna: Aitealan 
(rpt) 
22.00  Seirm (rpt)
23.00  Eva Braun - Bean Hitler (rpt)
23:55  Binneas - Barbara Dickson 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 30 DÀMHAIR
MONDAY 30 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Puirt-adhair
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh - Mgr 

Ailein agus na Faclan
22.00 Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
22.30  Struileag (rpt)
23.30  Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber 
(rpt)

DIMÀIRT 31 DÀMHAIR
TUESDAY 31 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00  An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30  Fuine - cooking on a budget 
(rpt)
21.00  ÙR | NEW: Luther 500: An 
t-Strì Spioradail 
22.00 Mgr Ailein agus na Faclan 
(rpt)
23.00 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
23.25 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 01 SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 01 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30  ÙR | NEW: Prosbaig
20.00  Bruadar a’ Bhàis (rpt)
22.00  Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)
22.30  Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00  Struileag (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 02 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 02 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan – 
Stories from Fishermen’s working 
lives at sea (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language 
(rpt)
20.00  An Là – News 
20.30  ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad
22.00  Breabach Beò (rpt)
22.25 ÙR | NEW: An Dèidh Hitler
23.15  Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan - Bwani Junction (rpt) 
23.30  Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)
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FARMING NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

www.scottishfield.co.uk

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Clans at the Tattoo
SKIBO CASTLE -
DREAM RECIPES
WIN A LUXURY STAY 
IN A TOP ST ANDREWS 
SPA HOTEL

The best 4x4s of the year

DENIS LAWSON 
ON HIS LIFE
LESS ORDINARY

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

SARAH MACK’S
LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH 
ABERDEENSHIRE

LEST WE FORGET
Special report on the ex-servicemen manning 

Lady Haig’s Poppy factory

Around the markets
PORTREE – October 16
Dingwall & Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 245 rams at its annual
sale of rams. Rams (245) sold to 
£700 gross for a Blackface shearling 
from 13 Peinchorran, Braes, Portree.
Other leading prices per head:
Shearling rams: BF – Inverinate 
Estate, Kyle of Lochalsh, £580, 13 
Peinchorran, £550 (twice), Inverinate 
Estate, £350; Chev – Shieldaig, 
Strathcarron, £380, Clachan Farm, 
Ullapool, £220, Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge, £200.
2 shear rams: Chev – Uiginish Farm, 
Dunvegan, £650, Clachan Farm &  
Uiginish Farm, £480, Inverbroom, 
Ullapool, £380; Tex – Keppoch 
Farm, Dundonnell, £350, Braes of 
Ardeonaig, Killin, £300, Newton 
of Crathie, Ballater, £250; BF – 2/3 
Keistle, Snizort, £300, Braes of 
Ardeonaig, £220, Newton of Crathie, 
£200.
3 shear and over: BF – Dall Farm, 
Killin, £420, Inverinate Estate, 
£380, Aird, Ardheslaig, £350; Chev 
– Gesto Farm, Struan, £400, 8, 14 
& 15 Struanmore, Struan & Gesto 
Farm, £250, Ullinissh & Balgowan 
SSC, Struan, £200.

OBAN – Tuesday October 17
United Auctions held a special sale 
of all classes’ Lambs and Sheep at 
Oban Livestock Centre when 1659 
was sold. In keeping with current 
trends, small Blackface Lambs 
proved hard to cash whilst better 
sorts of all other breeds enjoyed a 
more buoyant trade. Cast Ewes met 
with levels comparing favourably 
to other mainland centres. A good 
following of buyers were in 
attendance.
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
LAMBS
SUFFx: £54.50 – 56 Tangasdale, 
Barra : £51.00 – Baluachrach.
TEXx: £55.00 – Ardachy : £50.00 – 

Croic Ur, Lismore.
CHEV: £51.50 – 56 Tangasdale : 
£50.00 – Killiechronan : £46.00 – 
Newcrofts, Uisken : £40.00 – Croig, 
Calgarry.
CROSS: £48.00 – 56 Tangasdale : 
£47.00 – Aird : £41.00 – Baluachrach.
MULE: £43.50 – Ardachy.
BF: £39.00 – Fiart : £34.00 – Tur-
nault : £34.00 – Aird : £33.00 – Fiart 
: £30.00 – Castles Estate.
WEDDERS
CROSS: £46.00 – Lochbuie : £41.00 
– 56 Tangasdale.
BF: £37.00 – Ensay.
EWES
SUFFx: £52.00 – Baluachrach.
TEXx: £48.00 – 2 Kiel Crofts : 
£47.00 – Fanmore : £46.00 – 56 
Tangasdale.
CHEV: £37.00 – Balligarve : £37.00 
– Creagnich : £34.00 – Tiraghoil.
CROSS: £45.00 – Baluachrach : 
£41.00 – Newfield : £40.00 – Balu-
achrach.
MULE: £42.00 – Balligarve : £40.00 
– Frackersaig.
BF: £30.00 – Lagganulva : £27.00 
– Newcrofts Uisken : £26.00 – 
Carnasserie.

ISLAY – Wednesday October 18 
United Auctions held their Annual 
October Calf Sale at Islay Auction 
Mart when they sold 301 head. Bull-
ocks sold to average 237.6 pence per 
kilo or £742.12 (+ 15.2 p/k or £39.11 
on the year). Heifers levelled out at 
223.8 pence per kilo or £625.04 (+ 
.09.01 p/k or £38.91 on the year). A 
good ringside of buyers ensured all 
stock sold at very comparable levels 
to mainland markets.
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS
AAx: £970 (4) – Keppols : £950(5) – 
Gartacharra : £840(3) – Keppols.
BAx: £970 – Ardnave : £870 – 
Eskinish : £840 – Ardnave.

CHARx: £950 (3) – Gartacharra : 
£910, £890(10) &  £840(2) – Ard-
nave.
LIMx: £980(3) – Eskinish : £940 
&  £900 – Kilchiaran : £890(3) 
– Eskinish : £880 – Ardnave : 
£860(4) - Ballimartin : £840(2) &  
£830 – Ardnave.
SHx: £700 – Kilchiaran.
HEIFERS
AAx: £710(3) – Keppols.
BAx: £760(3) – Ardnave.
CHARx: £790(6) – Gartacharra : 
£740(7) – Ardnave.
LIMx: £870(2) – Keppols : £830, 
£770(2) &  £740 – Kilchiaran : 
£720(6) – Ardnave.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
BULLOCKS
AAx: 220p(3) – Keppols
BAx: 284p &  280p – Ardnave.
CHARx: 301p, 297p, 293p(3) – 
Ardnave : 285p(10) – Kilmeny : 
284p(2) & 279p(5) – Ardnave : 
278p(2) – Ballimartin : 274p(2) 
– Kinnabus : 264p(4) – Kilmeny 
: 262p(2) – Kinnabus : 262p(4) – 
Ardnave : 260p(21) – Mansefield : 
257p – Kinnabus : 254p(9) & 251p(5) 
– Kilmeny.
LIMx: 298p, 297p(2) &  293p – 
Ardnave : 288p(4) – Ballimartin : 
284p – Ardnave : 278p – Ballimartin 
: 262p &  261p(3) – Ardnave : 
255p(7) – Mansefield : 251p(2) – 
Ardnave.
HEIFERS
BAx: 236p(3) – Ardnave.
CHARx: 286p(9) – Kilmeny : 
253p(10) – Mansefield : 247p(7) – 
Kilmeny.
LIMx: 301p(6) – Ardnave : 240p(3) 
– Ballimartin.
BREEDING CATTLE
COWS & CALVES
£1520 & £1300 - Uiskentuie

ISLAY – Wednesday October 18 
2017 United Auctions sold 1593 
Lambs & Sheep at their Annual 

October Sale at Islay Auction Mart. 
A good show of quality Lambs & 
Sheep were on offer to a strong force 
of mainland buyers. Lambs sold to 
average £51.07 per head or 146.62 
per kilo (+ £1.49 per head or +2.65 
p/k on the year).
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
SUFFx: £68.00 – Uiskentuie : £66.00 
– Claggan : £63.00 – Carrabus : 
£62.50 – Lossit : £61.50 – Lossit: 
£59.50 – Ardtalla Estate, Uisken-
tuie, Island & Starchmill : £58.50 
– Claggan : £57.50 – Duich.
TEXx: £63.50 – Carrabus : £62.50 
- Keills Dunlossit : £60.50 – Tallant 
: £60.00 – Carrabus : £59.50 & 
£57.50 – Carrabus : £57.00 – Keills 
Dunlossit &  Carrabus.
CHEV: £64.00 & £48.00 – Kilbride.
CROSS: £64.00 – Ballimartin : 
£63.50 – Lossit : £63.00 – Kilchiaran 
: £61.50 – Starchmill : £56.50 – 
Lossit.
MULE: £59.50 – Carrabus : £53.00 
– Corrary.
BF: £58.00 – Uiskentuie : £57.00 – 
Keills Dunlossit : £48.00 & £47.50 
– Lossit : £46.00 – Ardtalla Estate : 
£45.00 – Uiskentuie.
EWES
CROSS: £64.50 – Kilchiaran : £52.00 
– Starchmill : £50.50 – Uiskentuie : 
£46.50 – Gartness : £40.50 – Duich.
CHEV: £42.50 – Kilbride.
MULE: £44.50 – Claggan.
BF: £28.50 – Leorin &  Island.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
SUFFx: 172p – Duich : 166p 
– Uiskentuie : 164p – Ardtalla 
Estate : 160p – Claggan : 158p & 
157p – Island : 154p – Lossit : 153p 
– Carrabus.
TEXx: 170p, 169p & 167p – Carra-
bus : 162p – Keills Dunlossit : 159p 
& 152p – Carrabus : 150p – Keills 
Dunlossit.
CHEV: 157p – Kilbride.

CROSS: 153p – Duich : 152p – 
Ardtalla Estate : 148p – Kilchiaran 
& Ballimartin : 144p – Lossit : 
140p – Leorin.
MULE: 155p – Island : 146p – 
Ardtalla Estate & Corrary : 145p 
– Carrabus.
BF: 144p – Duich : 130p – Ceanna-
croic & Uiskentuie : 129p – Lossit : 
128p – Ardtalla Estate.

LOCHMADDY – October 20
Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd. 
sold 317 weaned calves and store 
cattle, 2 breeding cattle and 34 OTM 
cattle at their annual show and sale. 
Prior to the sale the judge awarded 
the following results:
Overall Champion & 1st  prize 
bullock: H. MacDonald, 3 Hos-
ta, 390kg, £910
Reserve Champion & 1st prize heif-
er: N. MacDonald, Star Cottage, 
310kg, £710
Weaned bullocks (171) aver-
aged 245.3p and sold to 307.7p per 
kg for a 260kg Limousin cross 
from 1 Ahmore, Lochmaddy, and 
£1,000 gross thrice for a 425kg 
Limousin cross a 400kg Limousin 
cross and a pair of 435kg Limousin 
crosses from 1 Knockline, Bayhead.
Weaned heifers (127) aver-
aged 219.1p and sold to 285.7p per 
kg for a 245kg Limousin cross from 
12 Sollas, Lochmaddy, and £860 
gross for a 375kg Limousin cross 
from 22 & 10 Balemore, Bayhead.
Store bullocks (9) sold to 225.9p 
per kg for a 425kg Limousin cross 
from Old Inn, Lochmaddy, and 
£1,070 gross for a 610kg Aberdeen 
Angus cross from 38 Linique, 
Lochboisdale.
Store heifers (10) sold to 257.1p per 
kg for a 420kg British Blue cross 
from 8 Clachan Sands, Lochmaddy, 
and £1,100 gross twice for 590kg &  
610kg Aberdeen Angus crosses from 
No 1 Kilaulay, Lochboisdale.

Farmers face shortage of silage
THIS year’s wet weather has 
produced the worst silage in 
decades, with many livestock 
farmers from Mull and beyond 
facing expensive shortages, 
having harvested little to none 
of their normal crop.

Linda Cameron, chair of the 
Mull branch of the NFUS, said: 
‘My husband John and I have 
been in farming and crofting for 
40-plus years now and cannot 
remember fields as wet as this 
year.

‘In the past 20 years we have 
been contract baling and wrap-

ping for people on the island, 
and this year have seen the worst 
silage ever made: bales covered 
with soil, the muck and mess of 
fields after machinery has been 
over the fields, and the wear and 
tear on our own machinery.

‘Also, with so few dry days, 
we had the added pressure of 
everyone wanting us on the 
same day.

‘We only have 30 bales made 
at home – 10 per cent of what 
is needed to feed our animals 
– and usually get 300 with the 
extra fields that we crop.

‘It seems to get wetter each 
year. With no chance to make 
hay, getting silage is a challenge. 

If ever we get a dry spell and 
onto our fields to cut the grass, 
there would be no re-growth for 
the sheep brought into fields for 
tupping time.

‘On speaking to crofters 
and farmers on Mull, I would 
say there are five different 
situations: places with no silage, 
poor quality silage, or low bale 
numbers, some people who are 
not affected and others who buy 
all their fodder onto the island.

‘One of our youngest farm 
members, farming for 20 years 
and building up his stock of 
cows, is facing a difficult choice 
with only half his silage: does he 
put cows away to winter on the 

mainland at extra cost, or does 
he reduce his stock numbers, 
which he is very reluctant to do?

‘Like ourselves, another mem-
ber has given up any hope of 
getting silage at this late stage 
and has put the cows into graze 
down the fields, with only 35 per 
cent of the requirement needed 
to feed the animals.

‘We have just received a 28-
ton lorry and trailer load of 
hay, straw and wrapped bale 
silage, at an extra cost to us of 
£4,000. Hay costs £145 per ton, 
straw £140, and wrapped silage 
£105, delivered all the way from 
Gloucestershire. And those 
prices are rising daily at the 

moment. The fodder will not 
feed our animals and more will 
be required at a later date.

‘With hardly more than 24 
hours of dry weather, our baler 
only worked two full days in 
September. We have 75 acres not 
cut or baled for customers. This 
also includes our own, so that’s 
800 bales down on last year.

‘Another member who keeps a 
rainfall record on the island has 
said that rainfall from June to 
September 2017 was 27.48 inches, 
which was similar to last year, 
but last October 3.63 inches was 
recorded, and so far 12.04 inches 
have fallen this October to date.

‘As branch chair, I am also 

very aware this is not just a 
Mull issue and will affect all 
the West Coast and further 
afield. RASBI are sending case 
officers to the island to meet 
with concerned members to see 
if any help can be given.’

The rural charity RSABI said: 
‘The persistent rain has meant 
there has been little time, if any, 
to make silage and a great deal 
of what is made is of poor qual-
ity. Some are facing a winter 
with no forage for their animals. 
Many farmers are feeling strain 
and despair at the situation.’

The helpline is 0300 111 4166 
and anyone finding it difficult 
to cope is encouraged to call.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

£75,000 for ram lamb at Dalmally annual Blackface sale
TOP prices were paid for rams 
and ram lambs at the United 
Auctions’ annual Blackface ram 
and ram lamb sale at Dalmally on 
Saturday October 21.

Some 158 ram lambs changed 
hands to level at £2,157, against 
£2,033 for 168 in 2016, while 525 
shearlings averaged £983, up 
from £792 for the same number 
last year, with no fewer than 16 
five-figure sales.

The highest prices was £75,000 
paid to Ian Hunter, of Dalchirla, 
who sold a ram lamb to John 
Campbell, Glenrath and Hugh 
and Alan Blackwood, Auld-
houseburn. He is by the £28,000 
Auldhouseburn bought at Lanark 
last year in partnership with 
Midlock and Lurg, and is out of 
a ewe by a ram known as The 
Triplet – a home-bred son of the 
£30,000 Aitkenhead.

Another Dalchirla lamb made 
the second top price of £32,000 
selling to Allanfauld, Troloss and 
Dyke. This one was by the £24,000 
Connachan bought at Lanark 
with Midlock, out of a ewe by the 
£24,000 Elmscleugh, a consistent 
breeder in the flock of 1,100 pure 
ewes near Muthill, Crieff. 

The top price shearling was 
also from Ian Hunter, which sold 
for £30,000 to W A MacFarlane, 
Drumgrange, while £30,000 
secured a Dalchirla lamb for Paul 
Coulson from High Staward near 
Hexham, another by the £28,000 
Auldhouseburn – the mother was 
also by the £24,000 Elmscleugh. 

Another from this cracking pen 
went to Lurg and Dalwyne for 
£22,000 for a son of the £24,000 
Connachan. This lamb is by the 
home-bred son of the £68,000 
Elmscleugh that also bred a pair 

of twins to £20,000 and £14,000. 
Another Dalchirla lamb, this 

time by a tup known as Borris, 
a home-bred son of the £10,000 
Nunnerie, sold to Eoin McKenna 
and C Phillips, both Northern 
Ireland, for £8,000. He is also out 
of a ewe by a son of the £68,000 
Elmscleugh. 

Dalchirla also topped the shear-
ling trade when Drumgrange paid 
£30,000 for a son of the £10,000 
Nunnerie which was used as a 
lamb last season. His mother is 

Farmers 
oppose 
SEPA 
charge
FARMERS have voiced op-
position to proposed massive 
increases in charges for water 
abstraction licenses, NFU Scot-
land says.

In its consultation on a new 
charging scheme, the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agen-
cy (SEPA) had brought forward 
proposals that could have led to 
some farmers seeing an increase 
of up to 600 per cent – proposals 
that the union argued were 
entirely unjustifiable.

The consultation on the 
proposals closes on Friday No-
vember 3. Any member who has 
received the letter from SEPA 
and is unhappy with what it says 
is encouraged to respond to the 
consultation and share their 
response with NFU Scotland. 
Those most likely to be affected 
will hold water abstraction 
licences.

Andrew Bauer, NFU Scot-
land’s deputy director of policy, 
said: ‘I am heartened that SEPA 
appears to now understand the 
legitimate concerns that we and 
our members have about the 
proposals.

‘Our members are aware that 
the water environment has to 
be protected and that water is a 
valuable asset.

‘NFU Scotland believes that 
the best way to protect the envi-
ronment is to work with farmers 
rather than impose counter-pro-
ductive charges and regulations. 
In recent years, SEPA has seemed 
to share that view and I hope that 
this unfortunate episode is simply 
a mis-step on its part.’

CAP cash is 
on its way
PAYMENTS worth £254 
million will arrive in farmers’ 
and crofters’ bank accounts this 
week, Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing has confirmed.

The national CAP Basic Pay-
ment Support loan scheme was 
unveiled last month as part of 
the Scottish Government’s CAP 
Stabilisation Plan and provides 
farmers and crofters with up to 
90 per cent of their entitlement.

Mr Ewing said: ‘The first 
tranche of payments will arrive 
in bank accounts this week.’

Clockwise from left: there 
was not a space to be had as 
the lamb ring was buzzing 
with Ian Hunter, Dalchirla, 
selling his consignment of 

top drawer lambs; Ewan 
MacMillan’s Lurg Blackie; and 
Alasdair Currie with his gold 
medal from this year’s Mòd. 
Alasdair , of Ballachlaven Farm, 
Islay, was delighted to purchase 

a tup lamb from Robert MacKay’s 
� ock Millpark, Oban. 

Photographs: Kevin McGlynn

by another home-bred son of the 
£30,000 Aitkenhead. 

Outwith the Dalchirla pen, the 
trade peaked at £25,000 for a 
shearling from the Dunlops, who 
run the Elmscleugh flock near In-
nerwick, Dunbar. Their dearest was 
by a home-bred ram that sold for 
£11,000 at Lanark as a shearling, 
out of a £90,000 Dalchirla-sired 
mother, he was bought by the 
Wights from Midlock. Another 
from Elmscleugh sold for £16,000 
to  Moorfoot, he was among the 

first crop of shearlings by the 
record-setting £160,000 Dalchirla, 
which sired lambs to £25,000 last 
year. His dam is by a retained son of 
the £22,000 Nunnerie. 

The Dunlops also received 
£6,000 from Troloss and Nunnerie 
for a shearling son of the £5,500 
Loughash out of a £11,000 Elms-
cleugh ewe. 

The last pen of lambs through the 
ring from the Glenrath pen of John 
Campbell received an excellent 
trade when lambs sold to £22,000 

and £14,000. The first selling to 
Auldhouseburn and Dollarbank 
– among the first sons to sell by 
the £85,000 Elmscleugh bought 
at Lanark which bred sons to 
£55,000 and £24,000 a few days 
prior to Dalmally. He is out of a 
ewe by the £11,000 Greenside 
that has sired some of this year’s 
show females. The Bennies from 
Merkins bought the £14,000, an-
other by the £85,000 Elmscleugh, 
while the mother is by the £50,000 
Crossflat.

Ewen McMillan, Lurg sold his 
number one shearling to Dalchirla 
and Midlock for £22,000. Used at 
home he was bred out of a ewe 
by the £50,000 Pole and by the 
£4,200 Connachan sire bought at 
Lanark two years ago. 

Bred the same way, the next 
shearling Lurg sold to Troloss and 
Nunnerie  for £6,000. The High 
Croach flock, which is contract 
farmed by Ben Cluckie and Daw 
McEwan, sold for £20,000 and 
£12,000, both by a home-bred 
ram known as Irn Bru, which is by 
the £1,900 Upper Cleugh bought 
at Lanark. Dearest of these and 
selling to Nunnerie, Drunnadow 

and Markdhu, was bred out of a 
ewe by a £1,500 Dalchirla. 

Drunnadow and Markdhu 
forked out the £12,000 between 
them for the second High Croach 
by Irn Bru, with this one out of a 
£2,000 Pole-sired dam.

Hugh and Alan Blackwood 
from Auldhouseburn received 
£11,000 for their number one 
lamb which sold to Upper Well-
wood and Greenside. His sire is 
the £50,000 Crossflat shared with 
High Staward, while his mother is 
by the £90,000 Blackhouse. 

A lamb from the Kay family at 
Gass, Straiton, was knocked down 
at £13,000, while £10,000 was the 
number one shearling from Mary 
McCall Smith, Connachan. This 
ET-bred son of a £4,000 Gass, 
out of a £1,200 Lurg-sired ewe, 
sold to Gass and Craignell. Also 
at £10,000 was a shearling from 
Macolm Couborough, Whelphill, 
a son of the £62,000 Dalchirla, 
which sold two ways to M Ketch, 
Ballintlea, Eire. His mother is by 
a loaned Crossflat sire. 

Alastair and David Macarthur, 
Nunnerie, received a top of £9,000 
from N Manning, Tweedshaws, 
for a shearling son of the £12,000 
Aitkenhead, mother is by a home-
bred son of a £24,000 Elmscleugh. 

Elmscleugh then forked out 
£6,000 for another Nunnerie 
shearling, the mother is also by 
the £24,000 Elmscleugh, and he is 
by the £36,000 Midlock sire. 

The Balliemeanoch flock from 
John MacPherson and sons, Alec 
and Grant, peaked at £7,000 for 
one of the first shearling sons to 
sell by the £9,000 Midlock. Bred 
out of an £18,000 Crossflat-sired 
ewe and used last year, he sold to 
Shawesknowe.  
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Call  today on

 0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR 
CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models wanted. 
Guaranteed best price, no hassle, free collection 

anywhere. Land Rover Defender, Discovery, 
Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, 

Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 
L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, 
X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 
Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  
� eet purchases. Any age nearly new or old, 

any conditions from perfect to written o� , non 
runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown 

engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, 
best cash price guaranteed.

DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES       
CAR DEALERSHIPS        MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 07769 273233/01866 822043

SAAB 95 TDI DIESEL
2009,  MoT 
April 2018,
102,000 miles,
excellent 
condition,
well 
maintained.

£2,200
or nearest
reasonable o� er

Tel 01546 886628

IFOR WILLIAMS SHEEP TRAILER
Double Decker, 
10 foot, in good 
working order,
Double axle with 
locking trailer hitch.
Tyres nearly new.

£1,700 + 
£340 VAT ono

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Contact 07500786612

VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN 2013
1.7 diesel, 71000mls 
Mot till 04/18, White,  
6 speed, Electric 
windows, New 
cylinder head/turbo, 
New timing belt, 
New front/rear 
brake discs/pads, 
2 new tyres.

£3500NO VAT

01546 870235 or 07789695259

NISSAN X TRAIL 2.2 DCI  4X4
06 plate, FSH plus 
over £1,000 spent 
recently, Good 
Condition, MOT to 
May 2018, 125,000 
miles, Sat Nav 
Panoramic Sun 
Roof , Tow Bar

£2,200
stoddarts of oban john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

01631 564176/07799692072

HONDA TRX500FM6 ROAD LEGAL
unique opportunity,
fully road legal etc.
with lighting for 
trailer, full mot with 
v5 2/4wd new 
tyres full service 
and warranty. 
Finance and delivery 
arranged

£2,950+VAT
stoddarts of oban john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

01631 564176/07799692072

HONDA TRX420FPMB(POWER STEERING)
2/4wd, power 
steering, fully 
serviced new 
tyres, in v.g.c.
6 months 
warranty. Finance 
and delivery 
arranged.

£3,700+VAT

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Tel: 01770 302334 (Arran)

FORD FOCUS DIESEL ESTATE ( 58 PLATE)
1.8 TCDi Style
FSH 83,000 
Miles, 12 Months 
MOT, electric 
Tow Bar,
Remote Locking 
(2 x keys)

£2,800

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM
 TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE£32.80

DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
2004 Subaru Legacy SPORTS TOURER AWD, 2.5l
Petrol, Manual, Silver, 160,882 miles .................................................... £1,800
2005 Subaru Forester X 2l, Petrol, Manual,
Grey/ Green, 114,843 miles .................................................................. £1,995
2008 Subaru Forester X 2l, Petrol, Manual, Blue, 91,742 miles ... £5,995
2009 Subaru Forester D XC 2l, Diesel, Manual,
Grey, 108,106 miles .............................................................................. £6,750
2012 Subaru Forester D X 2l, Diesel, Manual,
Blue, 75,200 miles ............................................Now £9,500 Was £11,500
2013 Subaru XV I S, 1.6l, 
Petrol, Silver, 26,000 miles .................................................................£10,500
2012 Subaru Outback D SE 2l, Deisel, Manual,
Grey,  44,900 miles ............................................................................£10,995
2015 Subaru Impreza I RC 1.6l, Petrol, Manual, 
Blue, 16,000 miles  .........................................Now £11,500 Was £11,995
2013 Subaru Forester D XC PREMIUM 2l, Diesel,
Manual, Red, 54,771 miles .................................................................£12,995
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

12,000 younger Scots face up to £8.6m rent 
shortfall from LHA cap, new report confi rms
Around 12,000 mainstream social 
tenants across Scotland aged under 35 
could collectively face an annual rent 
affordability gap of between £5.3 million 
and £8.6 million when a UK government 
cap on housing benefi t (or the housing 
element of Universal Credit) for social 
housing tenants at Local Housing 
Allowance (LHA) rates comes into force 
in April 2019.

This is a key fi nding of new research 
commissioned by the Chartered Institute 
of Housing in Scotland in partnership 
with the Scottish Government and 
published on October 11. The research 
was conducted by the Indigo House 
Group.

The cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow 
are likely to be the most severely 
affected by the policy with 27 per cent of 
all of Scotland’s single Housing Benefi t 
claimants aged under 35 living in these 
two cities, equivalent to more than 
6,500 people. The total weekly shortfall 
in Edinburgh is expected to be £19,600 
and in Glasgow, those affected face a 
collective weekly shortfall of £18,800.

Analysis of average social sector rents 
shows the potential fi nancial impact 
for individuals varies considerably 
depending on the size of home they are 
living in and how social rents compare 
with LHA rates for the area. Across 
Scotland, single tenants under the age 
of 35 living in a one-bedroom home and 
affected by the cap will face an average 
shortfall in rent of £6.60 per week. 
The highest shortfall for one-bedroom 
homes will be experienced in Edinburgh 
at £22.09 per week. Meanwhile, there 
are eight areas showing no shortfalls 
between the average local one bedroom 
social rents and the ‘cap’ LHA rate.  

Since October 2015, the UK 
government has made various 
proposals and amendments to cap 
Housing Benefi t or the housing element 

of Universal Credit for social housing 
tenants at LHA rates, including for 
those living in supported or temporary 
accommodation. The proposals are 
intended to bring payments for social 
housing tenants in line with those living 
in the private rented sector. Legislation to 
implement these proposals has yet to be 
introduced. However, as the proposals 
currently stand, single people under 35 
years of age will see their allowance 
capped at the Shared Accommodation 
Rate (SAR).

An upper estimate of the impact of 
the policy suggests that around 14,400 
tenants could face a collective shortfall 
of £8.6 million annually. 

These fi gures were arrived at by 
calculating the difference between 
average rents by property size submitted 
annually to the Scottish Housing 
Regulator by individual social landlords, 
comparing this with the SAR in the 
corresponding local authority area and 
multiplying this by the estimated total 
number of social tenants aged under 35 
living in that area.

An alternative method using 
Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) fi gures was also used. By 
excluding an estimated 2,500 Housing 
Benefi t claimants aged under 35 who 
are thought to live in temporary or 
supported accommodation and may 
therefore benefi t from a partial or total 
exemption from the proposed LHA 
cap, the research estimates that the 
LHA cap would still hit around 12,000 
social tenants living in mainstream 
accommodation with a collective rent 
shortfall of £5.3 million per year.

Although it is anticipated that some 
tenants living in specialist and temporary 
accommodation will be protected 
from the cap, it is not yet clear what 
exemptions will be made or how much 
funding will be available to plug this gap.

Minister for Housing Kevin Stewart said: 
‘This report demonstrates the impact 
that the next round of harsh welfare cuts 
from the UK government is having – this 
time on younger, single people. These 
cuts are expected to remove up to £8.6 
million in welfare from a group of young 
people who rely on these benefi ts due to 
low incomes. There are few options for 
social landlords or tenants to mitigate 
the impact, especially as those affected 
will largely already be in some of the 
cheapest accommodation available.

‘We share the concerns that so many 
have around the potential impact of these 
cuts. I will be writing to David Gauke MP 

to make sure that he takes account of 
this report and calling on him to use the 
Budget to announce he should not apply 
the shared accommodation rate in the 
social sector.’

CIH Scotland policy and practice 
manager Ashley Campbell said: ‘The 
results of this research confi rm the 
damaging impact the UK government’s 
plans to cap housing benefi t at LHA rates 
will have on younger social tenants in 
Scotland. That impact goes far beyond 
the immediate fi nancial effect. Many of 
those 12,000 affected face the prospect 
of falling into rent arrears and, in the 
worst cases, losing their home and being 

made homeless. In many cases, local 
authorities will face real challenges with 
rehousing those now unable to afford 
their rent because we simply do not have 
enough appropriate housing available to 
do so.’

Chairwoman of CIH Scotland Amanda 
Britain commented: ‘We plan to make the 
UK government aware of the key fi ndings 
of this research and the full scale of the 
negative impact the LHA cap will have 
on social tenants aged under 35. We are 
urging the government to rethink its entire 
approach and to take active steps to 
prevent what will otherwise be a disaster 
waiting to happen in April 2019.’

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

APARTMENT 4, STEVENSON ST, OBAN

PCM £455
1 bed studio apartment in Oban town centre located just a 
few minutes walk to the main street and supermarket. The 
property has generously sized kitchen/living area, double 
bedroom and modern bathroom with shower. The property 
is unfurnished with built in hob and oven and fridge-freezer 
only. This apartment is available from the last week in 
October.

• First Floor Flat
• 1 bed/1 bath
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - B84
• LL Reg: 342259/130/31461

APARTMENT 10, STEVENSON ST, OBAN

PCM £455
1 bed studio apartment in Oban town centre located just a 
few minutes walk to the main street and supermarket. The 
property has generously sized kitchen/living area, double 
bedroom and modern bathroom with shower. The property 
is unfurnished with built in hob and oven and fridge-freezer 
only.  This apartment is available from the middle of October.

• 1 bed/1 bath
• Second Floor Flat
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC B(84)
• LL REG: 342259/130/31461

APARTMENT 3, STEVENSON ST, OBAN

PCM £445
1 bed studio apartment in Oban town centre located just a 
few minutes walk to the main street and supermarket. The 
property has generously sized kitchen/living area, double 
bedroom and modern bathroom with shower. The property 
is unfurnished with built in hob and oven and fridge-freezer 
only. This apartment is available from mid-November.

• Studio Flat
• 1 Bed/1 Bath
• First Floor Flat
• Unfurnished
• EPC - B(84)
• LL Reg: 342259/130/31461

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

‘TOP-SLICING’ MORTGAGES 
MAY ALLOW MORE LETTINGS 
SECTOR BORROWING

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

Consumer organisation Which? 
says a handful of buy-to-let 
mortgage lenders have found a 
way of helping so-called ‘portfolio 
landlords’ to borrow more than 
they might have expected under 
tough new regulations.

Last month the Prudential 
Regulation Authority tightened the 
criteria which individual lenders had 
to use when handling applications 
from portfolio landlords - that is, 
those with four or more buy-to-let 
properties. 

But now the Which? mortgage 
advice service says ‘a handful’ of 
lenders are now offering ‘top slicing’ 
deals, which allow landlords with 

low rental yields to make up their 
shortfall through other income. 

‘Top slicing takes a landlord’s 
personal income, such as their 
salary or pension income, into 
consideration when assessing their 
affordability, rather than just looking 
at the profi tability of their property 
portfolio. Top slicing is good news 
for landlords buying higher value 
properties which might have lower 
rental yields, as it allows them 
to use external personal income 
to bridge any shortfall,’ says a 
statement from Which?.

The consumer group says currently 
the lenders who undertake this are 
Aldermore, Barclays, Bluestone, 
Clydesdale Bank, Coventry, 
Mansfi eld, Metro Bank, NatWest, 
Vida and Virgin Money.

However, because of the 
restrictions imposed on most 
lenders by the new PRA criteria, 
some 14 companies have pulled 
out of the portfolio landlord market 
completely, says Which?, including 
Santander, the TSB and the Post 
Offi ce.

LOCHABER PLACE, FORT WILLIAM 

PCM £600
Spacious bright well proportioned unfurnished first floor 
flat located in Upper Achintore, Fort William with views 
across Loch Linnhe. The property benefits from 3 good 
size bedrooms, lounge/dinning area, well appointed 
kitchen and bathroom. There is off street parking and 
communal garden. Deposit and references required.

• 3 Bed/1 Bath
• First Floor Flat
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating: C (72)
• LL Registration -HIG-0097641-17
• Council Tax Band - C

KINTORE, BENDERLOCH

OIRO £440,000
A modern 4 bedroom detached house in a popular residential 
area close to the village of Benderloch. Built in 2006, Kintore is 
a bright and spacious house enjoying a rural position and views 
across fields and hills to the North. A small porch leads to the 
main open plan lounge/dining area which overlooks the front 
lawn and enjoys plentiful natural light from the floor-to-ceiling 
windows and patio doors and for those chilly nights there is a 
wood-burning stove. Leading off from the main living space is 
the family kitchen with plentiful worktop space, built in kitchen 
units and a large cooker. 

• Spacious Detached House
• 4 bedrooms / 3 bathrooms
• Open plan lounge, kitchen and 

dining area
• Large garden
• Integrated double garage and 

private parking
• EPC Rating: C70

THE SHEILING, BENDERLOCH

OIEO £230,000
The Sheiling is a well presented detached four-bedroom 
bungalow set within its own private garden. The property 
would make the ideal family home boasting a large kitchen 
with a central island and plentiful storage in the floor 
and wall units. The dining area within the kitchen easily 
accommodates a dining table perfect for entertaining and 
family meals. Leading from the kitchen is a large family 
living room with an efficient multi-fuel stove and patio doors 
leading out to the garden.

• 4 Bedrooms/ 2 Bathrooms
• Detached Bungalow
• Spacious and Practical 

Layout
• Off road parking
• Views of Bienn Lora
• EPC Rating - D

CRAIGNEUK, BENDERLOCH

 OIRO £490,000
Craigneuk offers an amazing opportunity to purchase a spacious, 
traditional property enjoying stunning sea views from almost 
every room and only a short walk from the beach. The property 
has been let as a successful holiday let but is equally suited to 
being a permanently family home. Part of Craigneuk’s charm is 
that despite its size, it retains a cosy and homely feel by having 
multiple reception rooms. Additionally, the layout ensures the 
interior is bathed in natural light throughout the afternoon and 
evening. 

• Detached Extended Traditional House
• 5 Bedrooms/ 2 Family 

Bathrooms / 1 WC
• Stunning SEA VIEWS
• Well maintained throughout
• Established Holiday Let
• EPC Ratable value £4,000

PLOT AT BENDERLOCH

OIEO £70,000
A reasonably sized building plot located on the outskirts of 
Benderloch village. The plot is offered with outline planning 
permission for a 1 1/2 storey dwelling house. The plot offers 
the opportunity to purchase a plot within walking distance 
of all Benderloch’s amenities and only a short walk to the 
shore. Details of the planning permission can be viewed via 
the Argyll & Bute website using reference 16/00489/PPP or 
contact West Property for more information. 

• Building plot
• Close to local amenities
• Partial views of the sea
• Part access in situ
• Boundary fence in 

place

All reasonable offers considered
Tel: 07881696964, 01631 565377 after 6pm

1 Lorn Avenue, Dunollie, Oban
2 bedroom house 
end terrace back and 
front garden, Valued 
at £135.000. 
Quiet location.

TO LET / MAY SELL
89-91 George Street, Oban

Rarely available retail premises 
occupying corner position on 
prime parade.
•  Ground fl oor comprising 836 sq ft (77.67 sq m).
•  Open plan sales fl oor.
•  Building has recently underwent extensive 

refurbishment, including new roof.  
•  Suitable for retail or Class 2, offi ce use.
•  Rarely available opportunity to purchase in Oban. 

For more information or to arrange a viewing please contact 
Gordon Nicolson 0141 548 8064 

gordon.nicolson@hsaretail.com

TO LET

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished One 

Bedroom Flat in  centre 
of Lochgilphead,  

no DSS,  
own car parking space - 

£420.00/mth + C.Tax

Available for  
immediate let

Energy Rating C   

Tel. 01546-870325
Landlord Reg. 

69297/130/02040



Win an iPad mini!
to be in with a chance simply download 
our app by 31st October, then like and 

share our pinned Facebook post.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Accountant/Book 
Keeper Vacancy

Dunsta� nage Marina Ltd require a part-time 
or fulltime accountant/quali� ed book keeper. 
The successful applicant will liaise directly 
with Senior Management to complete their 
duties. Duties include but are not limited to. 
Updating purchase ledger, Supplier Invoicing, 
Customer Invoicing, VAT Returns, Company 
Accounts, Corporation Tax Returns, Sage 
Accounts & PAYE.
Rate per hour TBC dependant on experience.  

Reference Accountant/
Book Keeper Vacancy

Dunsta� nage Marina, Dunbeg, 
Oban PA37 1PX

01631 566555
Email: reception@dunsta� nagemarina.com

 

 

 

Senior Marine Operative 
 
 
 

Isle of Gigha 
 Salary: up to £26,530 plus overtime at enhanced rate 
 We are recruiting a Senior Marine Operative for our site on the Isle of Gigha. The 
successful applicant will assume responsibility for staff, vessels and equipment. 
Applicants will have proven leadership, fish husbandry and organisational abilities and 
good numeric and IT skills. You will work 40 hours per week Monday to Friday, with 
weekend working payable at an enhanced rate. A full clean driving licence is required 
along with good standards of fitness in order to pass a full ML5 medical. 
 
We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all 
aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service.  In return we offer 
a competitive salary package, a market leading pension scheme, cycle to work, retail 
discount scheme, and an employee assistance program. In addition, our Marine and 
Freshwater Competency Framework offers excellent training opportunities and a clear 
career progression route, along with the chance to undertake a Modern Apprenticeship 
in Aquaculture.  

To request a detailed job specification please see contact details below. Please note 
that applications are requested by CV and covering letter. 

 
Lisa Connell  
The Scottish Salmon Company 
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA 
Tel: 0131 718 8519 
lisa.connell@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 10 November 2017  

 

 

 

Senior Marine Operative 
 
 
 

Loch Fyne  
 Salary: up to £26,530 plus overtime at enhanced rate 
 We are recruiting a Senior Marine Operative for our sites on Loch Fyne. The successful 
applicant will assume responsibility for vessels and equipment. We are looking for an 
experienced boat handler qualified to Advanced Powerboat standard or equivalent, as 
well as extensive experience in Marnie Lifting Operations. In addition, you will be a team 
player with demonstrable leadership, fish husbandry and organisational abilities along 
with good numeric skills and a flexible, pro-active approach. You will work 40 hours per 
week Monday to Friday, with weekend working payable at an enhanced rate. A full clean 
driving licence is required along with good standards of fitness in order to pass a full ML5 
medical. 
 
We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all 
aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service.  In return we offer 
a competitive salary package, a market leading pension scheme, cycle to work, retail 
discount scheme, and an employee assistance program. In addition, our Marine and 
Freshwater Competency Framework offers excellent training opportunities and a clear 
career progression route, along with the chance to undertake a Modern Apprenticeship 
in Aquaculture.  

To request a detailed job specification please see contact details below. Please note 
that applications are requested by CV and covering letter. 

 
Natalie Randamy 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA 
Tel: 0131 718 8547 
Natalie.randamy@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 10 November 2017 

North Argyll Eventide Home
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We have vacancies for: 

House Keeping staff 
Permanent positions

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Closing date: Friday 10 November 2017

To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant (Full-Time, Temporary)
£15,293 - £16,187 Campbeltown Ref: CTC00245
Living Wage of £8.45 per hour 
applies to this post

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

 

 

 

Marine Operative 
 
 
 

Isle of Gigha 
 Salary: up to £20,163 plus overtime at enhanced rate 
 We are recruiting a Marine Operative for our sites on the Isle of Gigha.  
 
Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate prior experience of 
working in small teams. Duties will include all the day to day operations of the site including fish 
welfare, sampling, grading and moving of stock, site maintenance and boat handling. The 
successful applicant must be committed to high standards of Health & Safety and understand the 
importance of environmental issues. Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills 
and ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experience would be useful, but not 
essential as training will be provided. A full clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 

We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all aspects of 
our business from animal husbandry to customer service.  In return we offer a competitive salary 
package, a market leading pension scheme, cycle to work, retail discount scheme, and an employee 
assistance program. In addition, our Marine and Freshwater Competency Framework offers 
excellent training opportunities and a clear career progression route, along with the chance to 
undertake a Modern Apprenticeship in Aquaculture.  

To request an application form and/or a detailed job specification, please see contact details below. 

Lisa Connell  
The Scottish Salmon Company 
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA 
Tel: 0131 718 8519 
lisa.connell@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 10 November 2017 

LIVESTOCK 
MANAGER
required to help 

run small farm with 
Highland Cattle, 
Deer and Sheep 
in Argyll.  Work 
in parallel with 
brewery team.  

Telephone 
01499 600238 

or email 
tuggy@fyneales.com

SENIOR 
REPORTER
A vacancy has arisen for an 
experienced, enthusiastic 
and highly motivated 
journalist to join us at our 
Oban o�  ce.
It is a great opportunity to join one 
of Scotland’s leading independent 
news publishers.  Excellent salary and 
conditions including private health 
care, enhanced pension, life assurance 
and � nancial assistance with relocation 
if appropriate.

A full, current driving licence is 
essential for this position.

Please apply by email with full 
C.V. and contact details to: ali@
obantimes.co.uk

Closing date: Friday 17th November

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days,
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

17/04859/FUL

17/04456/FUL

17/04791/FUL

Kingshouse Hotel
Glencoe
Ballachulish

Land 35M SE Of School 
House, Strontian

Mingarry Park Guest 
House And Self Catering 
Lodges
Acharacle

Proposed erection of a single 
storey pitched roof utility building 
to service proposed hotel extension 
(planning application reference 
17/03703/FUL). Proposed utility 
building to include retrospective 
planning permission for single 
storey flat roof biomass unit

Erection of house

Amendment to Planning Permission 
17/03423/FUL, Revised Site 
Position

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Mr David Lamont Elder 
Wilson has registered 
their croft known as 7 Port 
Ramsay, Port Ramsay, 
Lismore and Appin, in the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 10th April 
2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4479.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

A R & A Cameron
2 Eorabus, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
83838
0.21 ha
Reason – Existing site for 
two dwelling houses
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Christine Helen Donnachie 
has registered their croft 
1Torcastle and Mount 
Alexander, Kilmallie on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by June 11, 
2018,

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4369.

Proposed Assignation of 
a Croft

Peter Alexander Sinclair 
is applying to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 
Dalrannoch, Ardchattan & 
Muckairn to Peter Shaun 
Sinclair of Abernethy’s, 
Connel, Argyll, PA37 1PA

Written comments from 
those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made 
public) can be submitted 
to: Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk by 5th 
November 2017 

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
Mr  Angus MacLean, Kincarra, Glenuig is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for consent to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 7 Glenuig to Douglas MacLean of Kincarra, 
Glenuig. If you have an interest in this application, you may 
submit comments on the proposal in writing or some other 
permanent form to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW (email info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk) within 28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.  Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an open process and will be made 
available to interested parties.  Your comments would also 
be released under a Freedom of Information enquiry.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/02560/PP Change of Use from Class 1 (Retail) to 
Class 2 (for use as a Dental Practice) 
and refurbishment of shop front

12 Shore Street Bowmore Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA43 7LB 

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

17/02545/PP Erection of storage shed 57 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen  
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute  
PA42 7BD 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

17/02667/PP Erection of agricultural building Land South West Of The Stalkers 
House Glenforsa Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute PA72 6JN

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

17/02683/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 3 Nant Park Taynuilt  
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/02685/LIB Replace roof covering with Spanish 
natural slate, replace zinc ridge, 
lead valleys and fit lead to skews

Portnahaven School Portnahaven  
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute  
PA47 7SG 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

17/02595/PP Change of use from guest house  
(Class 7) to dwellinghouse (Class 9), 
alterations and extension to property 
and erection of detached garage

Alt Na Craig Glenmore Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4PG 

Oban Area Office

17/02692/PP Erection of chalet Westwood Polvinister Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5TN 

Oban Area Office

17/02561/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank

Land West Of Knipoch House Hotel 
Knipoch Oban Argyll And Bute  
PA34 4QT 

Oban Area Office

17/02619/PP Demolition of ruin and erection of 
bothy, installation of septic tank and 
formation of new vehicular access.

Ruin At Mishnish Lochs Dervaig Road 
Glengorm Isle Of Mull  
Argyll And Bute PA75 6QE

Tobermory Area 
Office

17/02525/PPP Site for the erection of 3 
dwellinghouses

Land North Of Glenmachrie 
Glenegedale Isle Of Islay  
Argyll And Bute PA42 7AQ 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered 
a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all 
Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

Oban bin collection day change
New bin collection day calendars have been sent to households in 
Oban and Lorn.
Changes in the day bins are emptied are being made in some areas. 
This will help us improve our service to residents.
There will be no change in how often the general waste and recycling bins 
are collected - every three weeks for general, every two weeks for 
recycling.
The new days are clearly marked on the new annual calendars sent to 
homes.
The new calendars should be delivered by the end of October and take 
effect from 1 November. If you have not received a new calendar, let us 
know by using our online contact form at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk or call 
01546 605514.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A87 TRUNK ROAD (DUNVEGAN ROAD, PORTREE) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF SPECIFIED TURNS) ORDER 2017
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length of the A87 
Invergarry – Kyle of Lochalsh – Borve – Uig Trunk Road known as 
Dunvegan Road, Portree from a point about 180 metres or thereby 
northwest of its junction with the A855 Bridge Road, Portree north 
westwards to its junction with Broom Place, Portree, a distance of 
1.2 kilometres or thereby.
The Order temporarily prohibits all left and right turns to and from the 
length of road referred to above. 
The Order, which is required to facilitate works on that length of trunk 
road, will be in operation from 30th October 2017 to 18th November 
2017 and will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the 
length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or a vehicle 
being used for carrying out the works.
Alternative routes for traffic in relation to the length of road affected 
by the Order during the prohibition will be as signposted. Detailed 
descriptions can be obtained at BEAR Scotland Ltd, Bear House, 
Inveralmond Road, Inveralmond Industrial Estate, Perth PH1 3TW
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at: https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and  
trunk roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
S LEES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF
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Pollution Prevention and Control 
(Scotland) Regulations 2012

In accordance with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 7 to the Pollution Prevention 
and Control (Scotland) Regulations, notice is hereby given that Simec 
Lochaber Hydropower 2 Limited has applied to the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) to vary (change) their permit under Regulation 
46 of the regulations. This is in respect of activities being carried out namely 
the production of aluminium in an Installation at Liberty Aluminium Lochaber, 
Fort William, PH33 6TH.
The change in the operation proposed by the application is the generation 
of electricity using eleven biodiesel generators to support the production of 
aluminium. The plant will be capable of generating <50MW of electricity, 
and includes eleven generators with associated transformers and three fuel 
storage tanks. 
The application contains a description of any foreseeable signifi cant effects 
of emissions from the installation on the environment and human health.
The application may be inspected, free of charge, at SEPA’s Dingwall offi ce, 
Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 9XB from Monday to Friday 
between 9.30am and 4.30pm. Please quote reference number PPC/N/50007.
The application contains a description of the proposed change and any 
impact it may have on:
•  The extent of the site;
•  The activities carried out;
•  The installation and any directly associated activities;
•  The raw and auxiliary materials, substances and energy to be used, or 
generated;
•  The nature, quantities and source of foreseeable emissions from the 
installation;
•  The techniques for preventing, reducing or rendering harmless emissions;
•  How the best available techniques are applied to the operation of the 
installation;
•  The proposed measures to be taken to monitor emissions;
•  The measures to be taken to minimise waste and recover wastes generated;
• Measures taken against pollution and to ensure that no signifi cant pollution 
is caused;
•  Relevant information from any environmental impact assessment;
•  An outline of the main alternatives if any have been studied;
•  Measures to ensure compliance with the provisions of Chapter IV and 
Annex VI of the Industrial Emissions Directive in terms of heat recovery, 
production and handling and disposal of residues and emissions;
•  Measures to guarantee that the installation will be designed equipped and 
operated in a manner that the requirements of Chapter V and Annex VII of 
the Industrial Emissions Directive are met;
•  Other information which the applicant may wish SEPA to take into account.
All guidance relevant to the determination of the proposed Variation which 
has been given to the operator is made available either on the public register 
or on SEPA’s website www.sepa.org.uk
Written representation concerning this application may be made to SEPA 
at the above address, or via the following email address: registrydingwall@
sepa.org.uk and if received within 28 days of the Notice, will be taken into 
consideration in determining the application. Any such representations made 
by any person will be entered in a public register, unless that person requests 
in writing that they should not be entered. Where such a request is made, a 
statement will be included in the register indicating that representations have 
been made that have been the subject of such a request. This notice was 
published on 26th October, 2017.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr C P Barrington has 
registered their croft 
7 Ardachy, Ardachy, 
Kilfinichen & Kilveckeon 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 12 Jul 2018
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C4497

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Sheila Dykes has 
registered her croft,  9 & 
10 Ballachulish, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 12th July 
2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C4500.

www.scottishfield.co.uk

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Clans at the Tattoo
SKIBO CASTLE -
DREAM RECIPES
WIN A LUXURY STAY 
IN A TOP ST ANDREWS 
SPA HOTEL

The best 4x4s of the year

DENIS LAWSON 
ON HIS LIFE
LESS ORDINARY

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

SARAH MACK’S
LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH 
ABERDEENSHIRE

LEST WE FORGET
Special report on the ex-servicemen manning 

Lady Haig’s Poppy factory



 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
HARRIS WOOL 
SOCKS hand knitted, 
£5 per pair, postage 
extra. Mrs MacKay, 17 
Achmore, Isle of Lewis 
HS2 9DU

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

LEC FRIDGE Under 
the counter fridge. 
Black. 86l capacity 14l 
capacity freezer. 4years 
old. Excellent condition, 
£50 Telephone 01866 
822713.

 DOMESTIC PETS
LABRADOR CROSS 
COLLIE PUPS Born 
September 6  Ready 
Now, Telephone 01700 
503767/07778 329922.

MOBILITY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS
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PROPERTY SERVICES

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

LO
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VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

SPANIEL PUPS 
FOR SALE

 Telephone
01496820272 or 
07909650611.

Both Sire and Bitch can 
be seen, both have a 

great steady and relaxed 
nature. Will be 8 weeks old 
on December 1st. Please 

Contact me for photos or for 
any more information.

scottmuir2000@hotmail.co.uk

PERSONALS

Heather Campbell Fidden‛s 21st
9th Oct 2017

I just want to say a big 
thank you to everyone 

for your lovely cards and 
generous gifts.  I am very 
grateful especially to those 
who came to celebrate with 

me and I hope you enjoyed it 
as much as I did.  And lastly 
a big thank you to my family 

who put in a tremendous 
effort to ensure my birthday 

was extra special.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
FISHER-PRICE pre-
cious planet 2 in 1 wind 
up mobile, suitable for 
cot or buggy, £20 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².
HIGH CHAIR Child’s 
folding high backed 
high chair incorporating 
tray, rarely used and in 
excellent condition. Yel-
low in colour, £15 Tele-
phone 01631 562750.
TRAVEL COT Hauck 
multi black, brand new, 
never been used, £20 
Telephone 01397 704476.

 BUILDING / DIY
GALVANISED ROOF-
ING FELT Clout Nails, 
20mm, large box, 
£20.00 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
HAVANA CONSERVA-
TORY Ceiling Fan Light, 
42”, remote control, still 
boxed,  £50 Telephone 
01546 600045.
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victor ian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
SILL LIGHT for illumi-
nating front of building, 
large, £35.00 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

LOCKING ROOF BARS 
Locking roof bars to fi t 
vehicles with fi tted roof 
rails, £20 Telephone 
07766 714414.

 FURNITURE
BLANKET BOX wood, 
good storage. Offers  Tele-
phone 01546 602563.
COFFEE TABLE light 
wood, small glass 
insert, shelf below, 3’3” 
X 1’7”, £20 Telephone 
01546 602563.
EXPANDING DARK 
SMOKE glass top 
stainless steel kitchen 
table. 700mm square,  
£25.00 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
FURNITURE FREE TO 
UPLIFT in Ardrishaig. 
Real wood display unit, 
round drop leaf table 
and 4 chairs, 2 bedside 
cabinets, 1 dressing 
table,  Telephone 01546 
605226.
PINE BED single, no 
mattress, £40 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
READY BED  Child’s 
infl atable jungle ready 
bed, used twice and 
in excellent condition,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
562750.
SMALL CHAISE 
LONGUE attractive 
cotton terracota, acan-
thus design, in good 
condition. Seat height 
35cms, L 100cms, W 
50cms, back 70 cms, 
overall L 130cms,  
£50 Telephone 07708 
869170.
SOLID TEAK BOOK-
CASE 2 shelves, 
H94cms x W90cms, 
D26cms, vgc, £10 Tele-
phone 01631 563218.

STAG MINSTREL 
DRESSER Good con-
dition dresser with side 
lights in cabinet,  £150 
ono Telephone 01631 
563507².
WHITE/TEAK BED-
SIDE CHEST 2 draw-
ers, boxed,  £35 Tele-
phone 01546 600045.

 GARDEN
RAIN HOPPERS Vic-
torian cast iron rain 
hoppers for replace-
ments on older houses 
or these make nice 
garden planters, £25 
each Telephone 01631 
564578².
SUN LOUNGERS Mal-
ibu black, set of two, 1 
in excellent condition, 
1 still in original wrap-
ping, cost £50, sell for 
£40 Telephone 01631 
562750².
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30  Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90 Telephone 
01631 564578².
WOODEN GARDEN 
SEAT  for two, needs 
rubbing down and 
staining or painting. 
Can deliver, £30 Tele-
phone 01631 564578.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

CHAINSAW goes well, 
£30 Telephone 07769 
717153.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

LARGE VINTAGE 
WOODEN lidded trunk 
with cast iron handles. 
Will make an excellent 
retro coffee table as is 
or with a glass top. Can 
deliver, £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.
PARKER KNOLL 3 
piece suite and pouffe. 
High backed Winder-
mere suite with side 
& back slated wood 
frames, material, sand 
coloured, pattern, ex 
con, unmarked, no 
damage, £350 Tele-
phone 07528 479746².
PICTURE OF CAR-
RADALE HARBOUR 
framed and glazed and 
in excellent condition. 
Overall size 13”X11”. 
Can post for an extra 
£5, £10 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

MARBLE ROLLING 
PIN  £20 Telephone 
01546 600045.

MAXIM HOT/COLD 3 
place server. 25” long X 
15” wide, excellent con-
dition, £35 Telephone 
01546 600045.
METAL JELLY PAN  
£10 Telephone 01546 
600045.
RUSSELL HOBBS Mul-
ti Cooker, hardly used, 
£15 Telephone 01546 
600045.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

ARMY RUCKSACK 
camoufl age and 
Rocktrail sleeping bag, 
£35 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 
697001.
FLADDEN RESCUE 
SYSTEM Jacket, large, 
hi-viz and blue, bib and 
braces bottoms, blue, 
suit tall person, still 
wrapped, £60.00 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
HOT STICKS by Bab-
yliss, in carry case and 
in excellent condition, 
£25 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 

a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868

 MARINE
IMMERSION SUIT 
constant wear fl otation 
suit, medium size, worn 
once, £35 Telephone 
07769 717153.
STAINLESS STEEL 
PROPELLOR £50 Tele-
phone 07769 717153.

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE 
bronze effect, mermaid 
on a shell pool with 3 
glass lights, photo avail-
able. Cost £350, sell 
for £99.99 Telephone 
01631 562750².

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

CABERG MOTORBIKE 
HELMET blue, split face 
type, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

DEMON MOTORBIKE 
HELMET silver, split 
face type, £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL , market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on Telephone 
01586 554975.

THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on Telephone 
01586 554975.

 TICKETS FOR 
SALE

TWO TICKETS  for the 
Nathan Carter Show in 
the Royal Concert Hall, 
Glasgow,  £27.50 per 
ticket Telephone 01631 
565142.



Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week

LATELY while walking 
along the shores of Loch 
Etive, Bonnie, my border 
collie, has taken to sniffi ng 
out the otter which inhabits a 
stretch of the loch.

The fi rst time was so inter-
esting to watch as she intent-
ly walked back and forward 
through the seaweed, picking 
up the scent. 

As I watched, the seaweed 
rose ever so slightly about 
a foot from her, as the otter 
carefully pushed its head 
through to watch Bonnie’s 
antics. Then it disappeared 
to come up six feet away in 
the water.

Bonnie stopped and stared. 
No barking, just inquisitive-
ness. And now she knows 
what an otter is and looks 
for it every time, and usually 
fi nds it.

Two days ago, the otter was 
teasing Bonnie, swimming 
only a few feet away from 
her. 

This time Bonnie decided 
to go in and swim with it, 
much to my horror. But noth-
ing happened. There seemed 
to be an understanding (but 
I did get her out as soon as).

It made me think of the 
above verse taken from the 
prophet Isaiah about the 

coming of Jesus. It speaks 
about a peace on Earth sym-
bolised by animals which 
are the hunter and the prey. 
It speaks of a time to come 
when ‘the Earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea’.

In a time when natural 
disasters, wars, famines are 
in everyday news, we may 
despair. But take hope, a 
time will come when His 
peace shall reign and His 
good news will be known 
throughout the world.

Dr Stuart Chalmers, 
Oban Baptist Church

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf 
and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.

(Isaiah 11:6)

BIRTHS

McCORMICK - Fiona 
(née MacColl) and Craig are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter Katie 
on September 19, 2017. A 
little sister for Lucy.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

MACDONALD - 
MACDONALD - On 
October 26, 1967 at Oban 
Old Parish Church by the late 
Rev. John MacLeod, Archie 
to Anne.

DEATHS

BROCKIE - Peacefully at 
home after a short illness 
on October 16, 2017 aged 
92 years, Ted Brockie, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 
Loving husband of Hazel, 
dear dad of Iain, Stewart, 
Kenneth and Alasdair, much 
loved grandad and great-
granddad to eleven. Sadly 
missed by all his family. 
Funeral service was held at 
Tobermory Parish Church 
on Wednesday October 25, 
2017, thereafter to Beadoun 
Cemetery.
CLEMENT - Peacefully 
at home with his family, on 
Saturday October 21, 2017, 
Robert, beloved husband of 
Anne and father of Iain and 
Lindsey. Funeral private.
DIXON - Suddenly, at 
Dalmally Auction Mart, on 
October 13, 2017, Alexander 
Bruce Dixon, aged 51 
years, of Killinochonoch 
Farm, Kilmichael Glassary, 
Lochgilphead, beloved son 
of Wilma and the late David 
Dixon (Kilbride Farm), much 
loved father of Alastair, 
Karen and Odhran, cherished 
partner of Mairi, dear brother 
of Sheila and Robert and a 
much respected brother-in-
law, uncle and cousin to all 

the family. A good friend to 
many. Funeral service will 
be held in Kilmartin Parish 
Church, on Friday, October 
27, 2017, at 12.00 noon, 
thereafter, interment will take 
place at the former Shinty 
Field, Kilmartin, adjacent to 
existing cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. There 
will be a retiral collection at 
funeral service.
GOODBRAND - Suddenly 
but peacefully at home, 
Campbell, age 69, loving 
partner to Ann. A loving 
step-dad and papa to all the 
family, a loving brother, 
brother-in-law, uncle, grand 
uncle and a friend to so many. 
Ann and family.
HENDERSON - Peacefully 
passed away at Abbeyfi eld 
Care Home, Ballachulish, on 
Thursday October 19, 2017, 
Jean Leslie Henderson, dearly 
missed by all her family and 
friends and will never be 
forgotten.  Funeral on Friday 
November 3, service in James 
McEwan & Son Funeral 
Home, Melville Street, Perth, 
PH1 5PY at 1.00pm to which 
all family and friends are 
respectfully invited.
MACPHAIL - Suddenly in 
the Belford Hospital, Fort 
William on Thursday October 
19, 2017, Eilidh, dear wife of 
the late John MacPhail, loving 
mum of Janet and Helen and 
much loved nana of Rory, 
Sine, Robbie, Caitlin, Eilish 
and Innes. Funeral service 
in Ardnamurchan Parish 
Church, Kilchoan on Friday 
October 27, 2017 at 12.30pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MORTON - Catherine, Mary 
and family would like to thank 
everyone for cards, fl owers, 
phone calls, visits and baking 
following the sad passing of 
Tommy. Special thanks to 

district nurses, ambulance 
crews, Ward B staff and 
doctors and staff at Connel 
Surgery. Sincere gratitude 
to Catriona at Hoey’s and 
to all family who attended 
Cardross Crematorium.

MEMORIAMS

BUNTING - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Jessie, my stepfather Willie, 
my brother Arthur and my son 
Gordon, who tragically died 
aged 49 on January 2, 2017.
Miss you always
- Alasdair and family

CRAWFORD - In loving 
memory of Eddie passed 
away October 30 2015.
A dear dad and gg.
Sadly and badly missed by us 
all.
FREW - In loving memory 
of George, a dearly loved 
husband, dad and grandpa, 
who died October 28, 2016.
Forever in our hearts
-  Jessie, Iain, Jimmy and all 
the family.
MACINTOSH - Donnie, 
October 29, 1997, our much 
loved dad and papa.
Not a day dawns or night 
returns without some thought 
of you.
- Fiona, Jim, Donald, Iain and 
Orla, North Biggart.
MACLACHLAN - 
Memories of a loving dad 
and grampa Ian, who died 
October 29, 1990. Always in 
our hearts and thoughts
- Christine, Alasdair and 
family, Blairgowrie and Muir 
of Ord.
MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker), 
who died October 29, 2009.
A dearly loved husband, dad 
and granpa. Sadly missed.
Love always
- Petra, Duncan and family 
xxx.

Call for 2017 Eilean a’ 
Cheò Civic Awards entries
C O M M U N I T I E S 
across Skye and Raasay 
have until November 29 
to get their entries in for 
the 2017 Eilean a’ Cheò 
Civic Awards.

This is the seventh year 
of the awards, which are 
organised by the Ward 
10 Highland councillors, 
to recognise people 
from all age groups 
and walks of life who 
have contributed to the 
success and wellbeing of 
their local communities.

This year’s award 
categories are:

Sports
Arts/Music
Environment
Community
Enterprise
Young People

All nominees must be 
resident on the Isle of 
Skye or Raasay and be 
able to demonstrate their 
actions or activities have 
resulted in a significant 
benefit and deserve 
recognition.

Councillors will then 

consider all applications 
received and awards 
will be presented at a 
ceremony held in Portree 
at the Ward Forum on 
December 18.

Chairman of the Isle 
of Skye and Raasay 
Committee Councillor 
John Gordon encourages 
people to put forward 
nominations. He said: 
‘We’re inviting people 
to forward the name of 
someone or a community 
group who they feel 
deserves recognition for 
the work they do and the 
contribution to the lives 
of others that they make.

‘Often such people 
work quietly behind the 
scenes without a fuss. 

These civic awards are 
the ideal opportunity 
for their efforts to be 
officially recognised 
and for us to show our 
appreciation.’

Nomination forms 
are now available on 
the Eilean a’ Cheò 
page of the Highland 
Council’s website http: 
www.highland.gov.uk/
in fo/772/pol it ic ians_
e l e c t i o n s _ a n d _
democracy/463/council_
ward_information/10

Completed forms 
should be returned 
to the ward manager, 
Willie MacKinnon, by 
November 29 at willie.
mackinnon@highland.
gov.uk.

WALKER - In loving 
memory of Marion, a loving 
wife and mother, who passed 
away October 26, 2001.
Always in our thoughts
- Allan and family, Islay, 
Gartmore and Blanefi eld.
WOOD - John, October 18, 
2010.
Always in our thoughts and 
sadly missed.
- Morag and family.
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Olympic medallist thrills
Mid Argyll swimmers
IT WAS an occasion the 
young swimmers will never 
forget as an Olympian came 
to town.

Mid Argyll Dolphins Swim-
ming Club welcomed Robbie 

Robbie Renwick proudly wears his Commonwealth, Olympic 
and World Championship medals. 06_a40RobbieRenwick02

Renwick to Mid Argyll Com-
munity Pool recently where 
the former Scottish and Great 
Britain international swimmer 
gave an inspiring talk to the 
young members before offer-

ing some tips in the water. 
Robbie was just 16 when he 
travelled with the Scotland 
team to the 2006 Common-
wealth Games in Melbourne. 
Four years later, he was 
Commonwealth champion in 
the 200m freestyle when the 
event was held in Delhi.

He went on to win World 
Championship gold with the 
GB relay team in 2015 and 
silver, again in the relay, at 
the Rio Olympic Games.

The 29-year-old explained 
what it took him to reach the 
top in his sport. He said: ‘I 
did 10 two-and-a-half-hour 
sessions every week, plus 
spending time in the gym.

‘But I enjoyed the hard 
work. Even then, though, I 
always made sure I had fun 
every day.’

He talked about the im-
portance of eating correctly 
but not denying yourself the 
odd treat now and again to 
avoid bingeing on sweets and 
other less-than-nutritious 
foods.

And, above all, he told the 
young Mid Argyll swimmers, 
it is essential to focus on 
technique, because that is 
what makes the difference 
between good and great 
swimmers.

The event was sponsored 
by Julia and Alan Young of 
Cooke Aquaculture (Scot-
land) and supported by Mid 
Argyll Dolphins sponsor, 
Landcatch.

Swimming

Early end to Australian Grand Prix for 
McPhee
JOHN McPhee bounced back 
from a difficult qualifying 
position in the Japanese GP, 
gaining seven positions despite 
a shortened race distance of 
13 laps and coming home in 
the top 10. Now it was time for 
Australia, where the Scot has 
been in the top five before.

The stunning Phillip Island 
Grand Prix Circuit is one of 
the most breathtaking places 
to go racing. The seven left, 
and five right-hand corners at 
some places seem to drop into 
the ocean before the optical 
illusion disappears again, with 
4.4km of undulating tarmac 
making for a spectacular chal-
lenge.

Last year McPhee had great 
pace before unfortunately 
crashing out of contention, but 
this season sees the Scot back 
to full strength and ready to 
push for another top five finish 
at the venue – as well as the top 
five in the title race.

Currently sixth, the three 
remaining races give McPhee 
a good opportunity to move 
forward before the end of the 
year. 

John was looking to catapult 
himself up the time sheets after 
day one at the Australian GP 
proved difficult for the former 
top five finisher at the venue.

On Friday in FP1 the Scot did 

15 laps with a best of 1:40.886 
coming on lap 11, and in FP2 
McPhee improved to a 1:39.133 
following another 16 laps. On 
combined time sheets the Brit-
ish Talent Team rider was P24, 
with more to find on Saturday 
despite the improvement from 
morning to afternoon.

After the Friday sessions John 
said: ‘It was a difficult first day 
for me. The first session, I didn’t 
feel good with the bike and we 
struggled to improve the lap 
time. After looking through it 
all we made some changes but 
unfortunately had an electrical 
issue which made it difficult to 
move forward in FP2.’

On Saturday John was left 
down the time sheets with 
rain coming down to interrupt 
the final part of the session as 
many were about to prepare a 
final push with the Scot having 
struggled for grip.

Starting from P25 on the grid 
in better weather, the task was 
a big one – with McPhee then 
sadly not getting chance to 
fight through the field after an 
early retirement from the race.

Next stop is Sepang as Malay-
sia, which greets the MotoGP 
paddock for the penultimate 
round of the year. John McPhee, No 17, in action during the Australian Grand Prix at Phillip Island.

OBAN Lorne welcomed 
West Division 1 newcomers 
Greenock Wanderers RFC to 
Glencruitten on Saturday for 
the first meeting between the 
clubs in several years.

Mid-table Greenock, who 
have suffered relegation on 
each of the past two seasons, 
would provide a tough test 
for the home team with their 
previous National League 
experience.

Oban have struggled for a 
consistent squad this season 
and have suffered some heavy 
results, including last week-

Oban Lorne turn on the style with 
an impressive win over Greenock 
Oban Lorne  30
Greenock Wanderers  0     
BT West Division One

end’s 40-0 beating at Stewartry.  
Coach Corrie Louw did, how-
ever, have his strongest squad 
of the season available for this 
match and made seven changes 
to the starting XV, bringing in 
prop Tommy Sutherland, hook-
er Daniel Kemp, second rows 
Jack Strachan and Jack Baxter, 
while Lorne MacLachlan re-
turned to the back row. Cammy 
Smith and Finlay Carmichael 
also returned to the team in the 
backline.

Greenock kicked off into the 
deteriorating weather condi-
tions, giving a sticky and slippy 
playing surface as the match 
progressed.

The home side made a good 
start to the game and were 

awarded a penalty in the first 
few minutes. Stand-off Finlay 
Carmichael’s attempt at goal 
was narrowly missed but with 
referee Andy  Summers being 
unhappy with Greenock’s 
conduct at the kick Oban 
were offered to retake at goal. 
Carmichael’s second attempt 
sailed through with ease, giving 
a 3-0 lead.

Oban were looking com-
fortable with the ball in hand 
in the opening exchanges as 
Greenock struggled to cope 
with a fast-paced attacking 
threat. The first try of the 
game arrived on eight minutes 
after some great play down 
the right touchline by centre 
Cammy Smith and scrum-half 

Vasco Borisov. Oban spun the 
ball wide across the 22 where 
a poor pass was gathered 
superbly by Richard MacKay. 
Oban recycled quickly and a 
clever Carmichael kick over the 
defence was touched down by 
onrushing winger Tom Harri-
son. The tricky conversion was 
narrowly missed giving an 8-0 
lead.

The Oban attack raced back 
upfield from the kick-off and 
were rewarded with another 
penalty with Greenock’s 
forwards being offside. Car-
michael again punished the 
away side with another penalty 
increasing the lead to 11-0.

Another penalty attempt 
was narrowly missed on 15 
minutes as Oban Lorne were 
at this stage totally dominating 
territory and possession in the 
game.

Oban passed up a couple of 
good scoring chances midway 
into the half. Some good 
tackling by Stephen Povey 
and Lorne MacLachlan gifted 
Oban possession near the 
line but the slippery ball was 
dropped by Cammy Smith 
who looked to have a go at the 
line. Carmichael was pulling 
the strings well at stand-off 
and created a great chance for 
captain Craig Wright with a 
crossfield kick that was again 
wasted with another handling 
error.

A third try-scoring chance in 
quick succession arrived on 25 
minutes with a good offload by 
Calum MacLachlan, allowing 
Wright to run clear and hack 
the ball across the tryline. The 
ball unfortunately ran just out 
of play by the time Oban’s cap-
tain could touch it down.

Thirty minutes into the match 
and Greenock had not had the 
ball in their own half yet. Oban 
kept possession well as fullback 
Dave McLaughlin fielded any 
clearing kicks with ease, setting 
up a good attacking platform 
for the team. McLaughlin was 
involved in a blindside attack 
from the scrum that could 
have brought a second try but 
this chance was again thwarted 
with a handling error.

Oban’s second try of the game 
arrived as Greenock knocked 
the ball on near the tryline. The 
impressive Finlay Carmichael 
caught his own chip over the 
defence to score and increase 
the lead to 16-0.

Another try followed almost 
immediately as Carmichael 
set Craig Wright free from 40 
metres out with a superb pass. 
Wright used his pace to com-
pletely outrun a helpless de-

Rugby

Daniel Kemp barges his way through the Greenock defence.

Grit and determination written all over the face of Lorne MacLachlan.

fence and score Oban’s third try 
of the day. A good conversion 
gave a 23-0 lead in a half that 
Oban Lorne totally dominated.

Corrie Louw made a couple of 
changes to the pack at half-time 
with Ryan Jackson and Andy 
MacDougall entering play.

The weather conditions 
deteriorated at the start of the 
second half and that contrib-
uted towards a scrappy period 
of play. Oban were still on top 
at this stage and pressurised 
the opposition 22 with a few 
tricky kicks through gaps in the 
defence.

As the half wore on Greenock 
secured more of the ball and 
even managed to venture out of 
their own half for the first time, 
albeit without recording any 
serious attacks on the tryline.

The away side also made a 
couple of changes in the second 
40 minutes and added some 
sizeable bulk to their forward 
pack that added some serious 
weight to the scrum. Oban were 
now failing to get good ball at 
both the scrum and lineout and 
the visitors were able to secure a 
few penalties at the breakdown.

Oban managed to weather 
the Greenock attacking play 
at halfway and were eventually 
rewarded with a penalty kick 
to the left-hand corner around 
10 metres out. Some great 
pressure on the line saw second 
row Andy MacDougall held up 
over the line as Oban looked to 
secure the bonus point try.

The vital fourth score did 
arrive from the resulting scrum 
where the ball was eventually 
passed wide on the right to 
powerful winger Calum Mac-
Lachlan who raced over the 
line. Carmichael added anoth-
er conversion for what was now 
a comfortable 30-0 lead.

In the closing stages Oban had 
another effort ruled out as Dan-
iel Kemp’s try was disallowed 
for a double movement. The 
men in Green also played the 
last 10 minutes with 14 men as 
Lorne MacLachlan was yellow 
carded for a clumsy high tackle.

With no notable exchanges 
of play in the remaining few 
minutes the Oban players and 
support enjoyed the comfort of 
securing a bonus point win for 
the first time this season.

Saturday’s result lifts Oban 
Lorne from 12th to ninth place 
in the league and in touching 
distance of the rest of the bot-
tom half of the table.

This Saturday Oban Lorne 
travel to Glasgow to take on fa-
miliar rivals Cambuslang RFC. 
With the hosts sitting alongside 
Oban in the league, this game 
will be viewed by both sides as a 
must-win encounter.

Oban Lorne’s next home 
game is on Saturday November 
4 against promotion contenders 
Carrick RFC. Kick-off 2pm.

Under 18s
Oban Lorne’s U18 team are 
back in action this Saturday 
with an away game to Ardros-
san Accies. Kick-off TBC. 

Under 16s
Oban’s U16 rugby team  are 
taking part in a Schools Cup tie 
away to Breadalbane Academy/ 
Pitlochry this Wednesday for a 
place in the plate quarter-final.

The U16s next West League 
fixture is at home to Stewartry 
on Saturday November 4 in 
what will be a top of the table 
clash.

Under 13s and 14s
Oban’s U13 and U14 teams 
resume their friendly fixtures 
this Saturday with away trips to 
Garnock and Bishopton.

Oban Lorne Ladies
The ladies’ team are enjoying a 
couple of weeks off duty from 
their winning start to the league 
season. The next fixture for the 
team is away to Helensburgh 
RFC on Sunday November 5.
 The ladies have yet to concede 
a single point in four league 
games this season and have 
racked up an impressive haul of 
299 points.

Training for Oban Lorne 
Ladies continues every Tues-
day and Thursday evening at 
Glencruitten from 6pm – all 
beginners welcome.
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Saints have no answer to slick Gowdie

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2800
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F Anderson
McCaig Road
Oban

L Wren
Soroba Road
Oban

PRIZE-WINNERS from Tiree Wave Classic were – juniors 
and youth winner: Ruaraidh Sommerville; ladies’ winner: Sarah 
Hilder; masters winner: Kyle McGinn; amateur winner: Lucas 
Meldrum; professional winner: Adam Lewis.

This year it was Adam Lewis taking home the Tiree Sword for 
the men’s professional category and Sarah Hilder claiming the 
ladies’ sword.

Photos: Richard Whitson

Tiree – another 
wave classic

A sign of things to come for Saints as Goldenhill’s Steven Dock rattles the post in the 10th minute. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Goldenhill keeper Scott Rennie denies Craig MacEwan a consolation goal late on in the match.

OBAN Saints’ dismal league 
form continued at Glasgow 
Club Donald Dewar in Drum-
chapel last Saturday where 
they slumped to an 8-0 defeat 
against Scottish Amateur Foot-
ball League Premier Division 
title contenders Goldenhill.

On their previous visit to 
Drumchapel in the penultimate 
fixture of last season, Saints 
edged out Goldenhill by the 
odd score in a five-goal thriller 
to complete a home and away 
league double.

However, with only four 
survivors from that evening in 
their ranks, a perfect storm of 
a ravaged Saints and a rampant 
Gowdie combined to send 
Saints reeling to their worst 
ever Premier Division defeat.

Manager Alex Craik was still 
sunning himself on foreign 
shores so team affairs were 
once again left in the hands 
of assistant manager Donald 
Campbell. Donald had Mat-
thew Kelly, Craig MacEwan 
and David Smith available after 
missing the previous week’s 
West of Scotland Cup win 
at Braehead. However, Paul 
Carmichael, Daniel Croarkin, 
Willie Gemmell and Keith Mil-
lar all dropped out for various 
reasons.

The morning rain at Garscad-
den Road gave way to a dry but 
overcast afternoon which made 
for good playing conditions on 
an excellent 3G surface.

Saints kicked off attacking the 
pavilion end and held their own 
in a quiet opening five-minute 

spell. The home side, with a 100 
per cent record from their 10 
competitive fixtures, including 
63 goals, began to gain the 
upper hand in the vital mid-
field area and soon had Saints 
pinned back in their own half.

Already beginning to look 
like a long afternoon, Saints 
required maximum concen-
tration to keep pace with their 
livewire opponents. Unfortu-
nately, that was in short supply 
as lapses from the visitors 
contributed greatly to the home 
side’s domination.

From a 10th minute throw-in 
on the left, Jamie Grimes was 
given acres of room to stride 
forward from central defence 
and send a 25-yard shot wide of 
the left-hand post of Graham 
‘Sugar’ Douglas in the Saints 
goal.

Sixty seconds later it was 
striker Ryan McKeever with 
a shot from a similar position 
which Graham Douglas turned 
behind for a corner kick. Mc-
Keever’s strike partner, James 
Gallagher, rolled the corner 
kick from the right to the corner 
of the 18-yard box for central 
defender Steven Dock, whose 
crisply struck shot smacked the 
face of Sugar’s left-hand post 
before being thumped clear by 
David McPhee

Saints ignored the earlier 
set-piece warning and allowed 
James Gallagher to repeat his 
corner kick routine from the 
right and pick out Martin Law-
lor’s run to the edge of the box. 
The Gowdie central midfielder 
had time and space to measure 
a curling effort just inside the 
far post to give the hosts a 
deserved 18th-minute lead.

Unbelievably, Saints fell for 
the same routine 60 seconds 
later, this time on the opposite 
flank from where Lawlor 
curled a cross onto the head of 
Ryan McKeever on the six-yard 
line who doubled the home 
advantage.

At the other end, Shaun 
MacIver was inches away from 
getting on the end of a Craig 
MacMillan ball from the half-
way line before Craig MacEwan 
drew a save from Scott Rennie 
dropping to his right to make a 
comfortable stop.

As Saints enjoyed their best 
spell, Craig MacEwan fired 
a second attempt on goal in 
the 35th minute which curled 
wide of Scott Rennie’s right-
hand post. From the goal kick, 
Goldenhill raced up the left 
wing from where Kevin Kane 
fired a ball along the six-yard 
line which the unmarked James 
Gallagher tucked away for an 
all too easy third for the hosts.

Three minutes later Saints 
were ripped apart again with 
James Gallagher racing through 
the inside right channel and 
firing across Graham Douglas 
and into the bottom corner for 
a fourth home goal.

Saints steadied the ship 
but failed to negotiate the 
closing seven minutes entirely 
unscathed as Shaun MacIver 
pulled up with a groin strain.

New signing Mark Robertson 
was given the nod to replace 
MacIver with the change bring-
ing about a tactical reshuffle to 
a 3-5-2 formation.

Saints continued their better 
showing into the seventh minute 
of the second half but had their 
good work undone by another 
example of poor decision-mak-
ing in the middle of the park. 
Fraser MacFarlane tried to beat 
Kevin Kane 10 yards inside the 
Saints half instead of looking 
for a more straightforward lay-
off. Kane won the battle and 
sent James Gallagher racing 
through the middle to fire a low 
shot into the bottom corner past 
Sugar’s right hand.

Not content with a hat-trick, 
Gallagher notched a fourth 
60 seconds later, making a 
good near-post run to guide a 
Jonathon Dyer cross from the 
right past a helpless Graham 
Douglas.

In the 69th minute, Steven 
MacLeod raced out to try to 
prevent another Goldenhill 
short corner routine. However, 
this just left Saints short in the 
middle when the cross eventu-

ally came in and Damon Gray 
pulled off to the corner of the 
six-yard box and cushioned a 
volley past Graham Douglas 
for a seventh goal.

Already struggling with an 
ankle injury, Craig Campbell 
felt the full weight of Kevin 
Maxwell on his left instep in 
the 75th minute and was unable 
to continue.

Campbell’s misfortune gave 
new signing Andrew Moore a 
chance to make his Saints debut 
which he might reasonably have 
hoped would come in happier 
circumstances.

David McPhee’s outstretched 
right boot took the ball off 
Kevin Maxwell’s forehead 
as the Goldenhill substitute 
looked set to nod the ball home 
from two yards after Reace 
Syed had headed a deep Ian 
Stevenson cross back into the 
danger area.

The misery was complete 
for Saints in the 82nd minute 
when Graham Douglas palmed 
a speculative Jamie Grimes 
strike into the path of Ian Ste-
venson who needed no second 
invitation to slot the ball into 
the net and round off the scor-
ing at eight.

Despite an extremely quiet 
afternoon, Gowdie keeper 
Scott Rennie maintained 
his concentration to the end 
making a good reaction save 
to deny Craig MacEwan a late 
consolation goal.

Referee John McNab, who 
had a good game, brought a 
miserable afternoon for Saints 

to an end consigning Saints to 
a fourth defeat in five Premier 
Division games.

Up next for Saints is a home 
match against old rivals Inver-
clyde which, even at this early 
stage of the season, is already 
looking like a must-win fixture 
for Alex Craik’s men.

The game will take place at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off. 

The referee in charge is 
Jimmy Litster.

Saints secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘This was a 
steep learning curve for a lot 
of our players. Goldenhill were  
excellent today, they defended 

well and looked dangerous with 
every attack.

‘We need to get a settled 
team on the park, we’re having 
to change the line-up every 
week with players not being 
available.

 ‘We’ve got a big Scottish Cup 
tie against Falkirk coming up a 
week on Saturday so we need 
to get things sorted out and 
a good performance against 
Inverclyde this weekend is 
essential. Hopefully, we’ll have 
a few of our more experienced 
players back for Saturday.’

Saints keeper Graham Douglas collects a cross watched by Steven 
MacLeod and David McPhee.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

Scotland come out on top in a 
close encounter with the Irish
SCOTLAND made it four suc-
cessive Marine Harvest shinty/
hurling international home wins 
when they defeated Ireland 18-
15 on Saturday October 21.

Marine Harvest 
shinty/hurling 
international
Scotland (2-12) 18
Ireland (0-15) 15
Scotland retained the Marine 
Harvest Quaich, beating Ireland 
18-15 in their shinty/hurling 
international at The Bught Park, 
Inverness. 

The players were led onto the 
field by Inverness Royal British 
Legion Pipe Band before they 
were introduced to Camanachd 
Association President John 
Barr, Inverness Provost Helen 
Carmichael, the GAA’s Frank 
Burke and Marine Harvest 
business support manager Steve 
Bracken ahead of the national 
anthems.

Scotland head coach Ronald 
Ross was delighted Rory Ken-
nedy was able to start as the 
Newtonmore captain received 
treatment on his ankle injury 
at nearby Ross County Football 
Club right up to throw-up. Lo-
vat’s Greg Matheson, who had 
been carrying a niggling injury, 
started on the bench. There were 
starting debuts in midfield for 
Newtonmore’s Michael Russell 
and Lovat’s Craig Mainland, 
whilst fellow debutants Daniel 
Grieve from Lovat and Kingus-
sie’s Ryan Borthwick were on 
the bench.   

Ireland co-managers William 
Maher and Conor Phelan, who 
led the Irish U21s to victory over 
their Scotland counter-parts last 
season, included four players 
from hurling’s elite with Tip-
perary’s James Barry starting 
in defence, whilst his Tipperary 
team-mate John McGrath, 
Cork’s Conor Lehane and 
Wexford’s Lee Chin provided a 
significant offensive threat.

Recent heavy rain left the 
Bught Park pitch soft and greasy 
in parts, but it held up well 
throughout the game. 

Ireland won the toss of the 
coin and opted to start with a 

Marine Harvest 
Under 21 
shinty/hurling 
international
Scotland (2-9) 15
Ireland (5-4) 19
A storming second half display 
gave Ireland U21s a 19-15 vic-
tory over Scotland U21s in their 
Marine Harvest shinty/hurling 
international at The Bught Park, 
Inverness, on Saturday October 
21.

This was a physical encounter 
and Scotland’s Danny Kelly 
sent the ball over the bar for the 
game’s opening point before the 
hosts bagged the game’s first 
goal. Scotland captain Arran 
MacPhee won possession on the 
left and ran in to score a fine 
individual goal, sending the ball 
low into the net. 

A superb Chris Nolan solo run 
from the left ended with an Irish 
goal which made it 4-3.

Patrick Curran then showed 
his talent, taking on the Scottish 
defence before beating keeper 
Scott MacLachlan at his right 
side. 

Arran MacPhee punished an 
Irish slip to score his second 
goal of the game and Scotland 
led 10-6 at half-time. 

Ireland showed their class after 
the re-start, however. Wexford’s 
Cathal Dunbar set up Patrick 
Curran for his second goal of 
the game. 

The impressive Curran com-
pleted his hat-trick following a 
solo run before Chris Nolan got 
his second, blasting the ball into 
the roof of the net. 

Arran MacPhee was Scotland’s 
top performer and he added two 
points to his two goals. Danny 
Kelly notched five points in all 
with Nick Dalgety and Savio 
Genini getting the others. 

As well as his three goals, 

The victorious Scotland team. Photographs: Neil Paterson.

Scotland captain Finlay MacRae holds aloft the Marine 
Harvest Challenge Quaich.

Ireland’s James Barry and Scotland’s Roddy MacDonald go all out for the ball.

blinding sun at their backs. Ear-
ly exchanges saw Ireland’s John 
McGrath send the ball wide 
of the posts whilst Scotland’s 
Glen MacKintosh did likewise 
after he controlled a good ball 
forward from his Newtonmore 
club-mate Steven MacDonald. 

Ireland’s John McGrath 
opened the scoring when he sent 
the ball over the bar from wide 
on the right. A Kevin Bartlett 
dead-ball between the posts 
from the Scotland right, on 
stand side, initially looked as if 
it had put the Scots ahead but 
it was later correctly ruled that 
the ball took a nick off Ireland 
defender Damian Healy’s hurly 
so the score was reduced to a 
single point.

Recent history shows the Irish, 
especially with so many debu-
tants, to be slow starters in this 
fixture but a great solo run and 
single point from Conor Lehane 
put Ireland back in front.

Kevin Bartlett put a two-
point chance wide before Andy 
O’Brien’s strike from wide on 
the right had the visitors 3-1 
ahead. 

Steven MacDonald, hitting 
into the sun, put a two-pointer 
from in front of the main stand 
wide with 12 minutes played. 

A double save from Enda Row-
land kept the Scots out when he 
first stopped a low Kevin Bart-
lett shot before saving Roddy 
MacDonald’s strike from the 
left.

Nice skill from Ben Conroy 
created a chance but his attempt 
dropped just past the keeper’s 
right post.

A good point from Ross King 
in a central position made it 4-1.

Kevin Bartlett’s magic touch 
looked to have deserted him 
when he hit another two-point 
chance from the left wide on 18 
minutes.

Steven MacDonald asked 
questions of Irish keeper Row-
land when he lofted a free on 
goal and the keeper did well to 
catch the ball and get it away 
under pressure from Roddy 
MacDonald, with Irish defender 
Damien Healy taking exception 
to MacDonald’s challenge. 

John Barr then put a dead ball 
wide from the stand-side.

The Irish were continually 

penalised for ‘a hand on the 
back’ and Steven MacDonald 
took advantage, sending a two-
point opportunity from the left 
between the posts to make it 4-3. 

Scotland were finding their 
rhythm and Kevin Bartlett found 
his range with a two-pointer 
from wide on the right to put 
Scotland in front for the first 
time in the match. 

Ireland responded and Stuart 
MacDonald made a good stop, 
spreading himself to deny Ross 
King after substitute Alan 
Grant set up the opportunity. 

Some more neat play from Alan 
Grant found Conor Lehane but 
he pulled his spectacular first-
time strike wide of target. 

Kevin Bartlett missed a 
two-pointer from wide on the 
right at the second attempt 
after his first effort was illegally 
charged down. 

Stuart MacDonald saved from 
Ross King after more good 
play from Alan Grant and John 
McGrath, but King was ruled 
offside.

Good play from Lee Chin on 
the left created a chance on 32 
minutes but he couldn’t steer 
the ball between the posts and 

Ireland substitute Chris Bonus 
sent another chance wide. These 
spurned opportunities would 
later cost the Irish.

A low Kevin Bartlett shot went 
past the far post with the goal at 
his mercy.

The opening Scotland goal 
came shortly after. Glen MacK-
intosh found John MacRae on 
the Scotland left and MacRae, 
with his first touch after coming 
on as a substitute, fired a back-
hand shot goalwards. Keeper 
Rowland stopped the effort but 
Kevin Bartlett was quickly in to 
flick the dropping ball into the 
net. It was now 8-4 in Scotland’s 
favour with 35 minutes played. 

Alan Grant sent a looping 
effort from the right past the far 
post. 

Scotland had a chance a 
minute before break when Enda 
Rowland saved from Kevin 
Bartlett’s shot from the left and 
the keeper did just enough to 
thwart Glen MacKintosh from 
the re-bound. 

There was still time for Lee 
Chin to get on to a loose ball and 
he made it 8-5 at the end of the 
first 40 minutes.  

The sun had now gone, depriv-
ing Scotland of any second half 
advantage.  

Glen MacKintosh came close 
to adding a second Scotland 
goal within seconds of the 
restart when his shot from the 
right came off the far post. Enda 
Rowland saved and batted the 
ball away after Kevin Bartlett 
had gathered the rebound.

A huge hit from Steven Mac-
Donald from the left, in front 
of the main stand, was close but 
not close enough to add to the 
Scotland tally. 

There was a flashpoint for ref-
eree Calum Girvan to deal with 
when Tommy Doyle caught Glen 
MacKintosh with a high swing 
and Michael Russell and Paul 
Coady were spoken to for their 
involvement in the aftermath, 
with Coady upset by Russell’s 
challenge.  

Ireland’s David Reidy pulled a 
point back with the first score of 
the second half on 47 minutes. 

A rare Irish two-pointer from 
John McGrath, wide on the left 
side, made it 8-8 on 51 minutes 
with the tide turning in Ireland’s 
favour. 

Lee Chin found John McGrath 
and his turn and bouncing shot 
prompted Stuart MacDonald to 
save well, low to his left. 

Seconds later, a Conor Lehane 
free was going wide but Andy 
O’Brien raced in at the back post 
and almost flicked the dropping 
ball home. 

John McGrath linked well with 
Conor Lehane and Lehane put 
the ball over to put the Irish 
back into the lead. 

Kevin Bartlett raced with 
keeper Rowland for a ball wide 
on the Scotland right. Rowland 
blocked Bartlett’s effort and 
Steven MacDonald sent the 
resultant 65 from the right wide 
of the posts. 

Conor Lehane ran across the 
midfield before dropping the 
ball in on goal and Stuart Mac-
Donald was forced to stretch 
to tip the ball over the bar and 
Ireland led 10-8. Scotland had 
still to score a second half point. 
There was a goalmouth scram-
ble, with Roddy MacDonald 
shooting, but Enda Rowland 
got the bouncing ball away with 
Greg Matheson, on as a substi-
tute, penalised by umpire John 
Angus Gillies for a shove on the 
keeper.  

John MacRae had a half-
chance but couldn’t get a clean 
connection on his shot and 
Rowland cleared.

Lee Chin made it 11-8 on 63 
minutes after substitute Daniel 
Grieve had been penalised for 
a trip. 

Scotland needed to stem the 
Irish scoring sequence and 
Kevin Bartlett did just that a 
minute later when he sent a 20 
yard free from between the posts 
over the bar to narrow Ireland’s 
lead to a single point.

From a standing position, 
another Lee Chin lift and strike 
sent the ball over to make it 10-
12 after 65 minutes.

Kevin Bartlett had another 
great dead-ball chance after he 
had been pushed in the back and 
he made no mistake, driving the 
ball over to make it 12-12.

One of the game’s key mo-
ments came on 68 minutes. John 
MacRae found Ryan Borthwick 
on the Scotland left. A great run 
from Borthwick took him into 
the danger area and Rowland 
saved Borthwick’s shot but, as 
the keeper tried to clear the 
ball, Roddy MacDonald showed 
speed and bravery in equal 
measure to force the rebound 
over the line, smashing the 
keeper’s stick in the process. 
Scotland now led 15-12. 

Scotland had the momentum 
and John MacRae won the 
ball in a melee, feeding Kevin 
Bartlett on the Scotland right. 
Bartlett had time to tee up his 
shot and although he caught the 
ball well enough, it cannoned 
back off the keeper’s left post. 

Ireland fought back and Conor 
Lehane put a good chance wide 
from the edge of the ‘D’. 

Scotland captain Finlay Mac-
Rae, who had moved forward 
from his defensive duties to slot 
into the midfield, sent the ball 
between the posts from the right 
and it was now 16-12.

A superb two-pointer from 
Kevin Bartlett from the middle 

of the park made it 18-12 with 
less than eight minutes to go.

James Doyle and Ben Conroy 
both struck balls wide and the 
game looked to be running away 
from Ireland. 

Ireland pressed, knowing they 
needed a point, but some expert 
defending from Steven Mac-
Donald won a free from John 
McGrath easing the pressure on 
the Scotland defence.

Conor Lehane collected a 
Chris Bonus touch but he sent 
the ball over the bar when he 
really should have found the 
back of the net with a couple of 
minutes remaining.

One of the game’s outstanding 
moments came a minute from 
time when Chris Bonus latched 
onto a loose ball. His shot was 
heading for the top corner of the 
net but Stuart MacDonald dived 
to his left to tip the ball away 
with his club in a miraculous 
save.

Ben Conroy did get his reward 
with a fine two-pointer from a 
tight angle from the right during 
the couple of minutes stoppage 
time, but it wasn’t enough and 
Scotland clinched a fourth suc-
cessive home win in this fixture. 

Scotland head coach Ronald 
Ross used his substitutions to 
great effect with John MacRae 
and Ryan Borthwick involved in 
the lead-up to the goals. 

Ireland may have missed 
chances during the game but the 
Scots did too. It is also worth 
noting that only the width of the 
post denied both Glen MacK-
intosh and Kevin Borthwick a 
goal. 

Ireland struggled to come to 
terms with some of the rules 
but the class from their big guns 
James Barry, John McGrath, 
Conor Lehane and Lee Chin 
shone through. 

Steve Bracken from sponsors 
Marine Harvest presented the 
Marine Harvest Quaich to Scot-
land captain Finlay MacRae. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday October 21 
Marine Harvest Under 21 
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland 2-9 = 15 points
Ireland 5-4 = 19 points 
 
Marine Harvest
Shinty Hurling International
Scotland 2-12 = 19 points
Ireland 0-15 = 15 points 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic P v P Kilmory
Unplayable field 
Bute 3 v 1 Taynuilt 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute 0 v 0 Strachur 
Dunoon P v P Oban Lorn
Dunoon unable to field a team, 
points to Oban Lorn

Women’s Camanachd 
Association
Under-14 match
North 2 v 0 South 

Saturday October 28
Marine Harvest Premiership
Oban Camanachd v Lovat  
Willie MacDonald
 
Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William v Inveraray 
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Kilmory
Des McNulty
Bute v Lochside Rovers 
Deek Cameron - noon
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour 
Graham Fisher   
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Boleskine 
Brian MacKay
Inverness v Kilmallie 
Steven MacLachlan
Lochcarron v Strathspey  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Dunoon
Jim Innes - 3pm

 Scotland manager Ronald Ross is animated on the touchline.

Ireland’s Ross King gets away from Scotland’s Daniel Cameron.

the excellent Patrick Curran 
chipped in with three points, 
whilst Shane Bennett also got a 
point. 

Limerick’s Sean Finn Lynn 
captained the Irish and he was 
presented with the Marine 
Harvest Quaich after the game. 

League matches
A few shinty league matches 
beat the weather at the weekend. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Bute 4 
Taynuilt 1 
Fifth-placed Bute beat Taynuilt 
3-1 in their 2.30 throw-up at The 
Meadows.

Bute’s Frank Devlin finally 
served a one-match ban for 
exceeding the disciplinary 
points threshold. The ban was 
triggered at the end of August. 

Stewart Stirling, James Craig, 
Robert Walker and Craig Fisher 
all netted for Bute, cancelling 
out Ewen MacCorquodale’s 
effort for Taynuilt. 

Bute host Lochside Rovers this 
Saturday. Throw-up is at noon.  

Kyles Athletic P
Kilmory P 
The noon meeting between 
the Kyles Athletic second team 
and Kilmory was switched to 
MacRae Park on Friday when 
it became clear Tighnabruaich 
would not be playable. 

MacRae Park failed a Saturday 
morning pitch inspection though 
so the game was postponed. 

The Kyles Athletic seconds 
are at home to Aberdour this 
Saturday, whilst Kilmory travel 
to Jubilee Park to play Ballachu-
lish.  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute 0
Strachur 0 
The Bute seconds picked up a 
good point, drawing 0-0 with 
second-placed Strachur in their 
noon throw-up at The Meadows. 

Bute’s Neil McKirdy was sent 
off by referee Ross Brown. 

Dunoon Camanachd
v Oban Lorn W/O
Dunoon Camanachd were una-
ble to raise a team for their noon 
meeting with Oban Lorn at The 
Dunoon Stadium so the Oban 
side were awarded the points. 

WCA round-up
The inaugural Women’s Ca-
manachd Association meeting 
between North U14 and South 
U14 took place on Saturday 
October 21.

 
North U14 2
South U14 0
North U14 were 2-0 winners 
against South U14 in the inau-
gural meeting between the sides 
at The Bught Park outside pitch. 

The Women’s Camanachd 
Association introduced this new 
category of U14 match to pro-
vide a better pathway for their 
younger players.

This representative match took 
place as a curtain raiser ahead of 
the shinty/hurling internationals 
between the Scotland and Ire-
land U21 and senior squads.

The North ran out 2-0 winners 
with Skye Camanachd duo Anna 
MacPhee and Ceitidh Smith on 
target. 

Fort William’s Leah Maxtone, 
who played in the south team, 
was named player of the match.

The north were captained by 
Glenurquhart’s Abi Stoddart 
who was presented with the 
winner’s shield by Camanachd 
Association President-elect 
Keith Loades. 

John Matheson was the match 
referee.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Lochaber W/O
v Lovat
Lovat were unable to raise a 
team for their trip to Spean 
Bridge to play Lochaber so title 
hopefuls Lochaber have been 
awarded the points. 

Fort William v
Glasgow Mid Argyll W/O
Glasgow Mid Argyll were 
awarded the points when Fort 
William were unable to raise 
a team for their meeting at An 
Aird. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 0
Lochaber 0
Glengarry and the Lochaber 
second team drew 0-0 in their 
2pm throw up. The match was 
transferred to Spean Bridge 
when Craigard was ruled un-
playable.

The draw means Lochaber only 
need a point from this weekend’s 
match against Glenurquhart to 
win the Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 title.  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Lorn Ladies P 
Oban Lorn P
The 1.30pm throw-up between 
Lorn Ladies and Oban Lorn at 
Ganavan was postponed. 

This weekend’s 
shinty action
Oban Camanachd welcome Lo-
vat to Mossfield this Saturday.

Home boss Iain Hay is back 
after missing his side’s last two 
matches and he should have 
defender Gary McKerracher 
available again after he missed 
the defeat to Newtonmore 
through a work event.
 Lovat boss Fraser Gallacher 
will be without the banned 
Calum Cruden but Daniel 
Grieve should return.  

Fort William face Inveraray at 
An Aird in the Marine Harvest 
National Division. Fort William 
need to win the match by 13  
clear goals to pip Caberfeidh to 
the second promotion place to 
shinty’s top flight.

Ireland’s James Barry dives in to block an e� ort from Scotland’s John MacRae.

Lochside Rovers’ manager 
Gareth Evans.

Marine Harvest South Di-
vision 1 champions Lochside 
Rovers have Craig MacDougall 
free of suspension for their trip 
to Tighnabruaich to take on the 
Kyles Athletic second team. 

Lochside Rovers 
take coach and 
player awards
Lochside Rovers were to the 
fore at the recent Marine Har-
vest Shinty Awards.

Manager Gareth Evans was 
the recipient of the Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 Coach 
of the Year Award following a 
fantastic season for his side. 

Lochside were crowned 
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 champions with a couple of 
games to spare, dropping only 
four points in the process. 

Manager Evans has moulded 
together a youthful side with a 
sprinkling of experience. They 
also lifted the Aberdein Con-
sidine Sutherland Cup, beating 
the Kingussie colts in the final. 

Only a 1-0 Bullough Cup 
semi-final reverse against even-
tual winners Inveraray seconds 
robbed the side of the chance of 
going for the treble.  

Lochside keeper Cameron 
Sutherland won the Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 Player 
of the Year Award. 

Sutherland has only conceded 
12 league goals in 16 league 
matches this season and he went 
on a seven game run without 
losing a goal during the season. 

He was also very much in con-
tention for a place in the Scot-
land U21 squad before eventual-
ly losing out to Inveraray’s Scott 
MacLachlan. 

Strachur success 
wins awards
After a season-long break from 
shinty, Strachur’s successful 
return was marked at the 2017 
Marine Harvest Shinty Awards.

Strachur finished second in 
Marine Harvest South Division 
2 this season, earning Ali Mir-
rlees and Ross MacDonald the 
Coach of the Year award.

To cap off a great evening, 
Strachur’s Ollie Adrian collect-
ed the Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 Player of the Year 
prize.   

Annual Marine 
Harvest shinty 
awards
The 2017 Annual Marine 
Harvest Shinty Award winners 
were announced at a ceremony 
and dinner hosted by sponsors 
Marine Harvest at the Drumos-
sie Hotel, Inverness on Friday 
October 20.

The awards were handed out 
by Marine Harvest business 
support manager Steve Bracken.

Overall awards:
Marine Harvest Coach of the 

Year – James Perlich, Kyles 
Athletic.

Marine Harvest Player of the 
Year – Andrew King, Kyles 
Athletic.

Marine Harvest Club of the 
Year – Kinlochshiel.

League coach awards:
Marine Harvest Premiership 

Coach of the Year – Johnston 
Gill, Kinlochshiel.

Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion Coach of the Year – Willie 
Cowie and Peter Gordon, Skye 
Camanachd.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 1 Coach of the Year – Ally 
MacLeod, Kingussie.

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 1 Coach of the Year – Ga-
reth Evans, Lochside Rovers.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 2 Coach of the Year – Ewen 
Cameron, Glengarry.

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 2 Coach of the Year – Ali 
Mirrlees and Ross MacDonald, 
Strachur.

League player awards:
Marine Harvest Premiership 

Player of the Year – Mark Mac-
Donald, Kinlochshiel.

Marine Harvest National Di-
vision Player of the Year – Blair 
Morrison, Caberfeidh.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 1 Player of the Year – Ewen 
Fraser, Aberdeen University.

Marine Harvest South Division 
1 Player of the Year – Cameron 
Sutherland, Lochside Rovers.

Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 2 Player of the Year – Nick 
Dalgety, Glengarry.

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 2 Player of the Year – Ollie 
Adrian, Strachur.

Women’s Camanachd
Association Awards
WCA Marine Harvest Club of 
the Year – Skye Camanachd.

WCA Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division 1 Coach of the 
Year – Robbie Gordon, Skye 
Camanachd.

WCA Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 Coach of the Year – 
Ewen Cameron, Glengarry.

WCA Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 Coach of the Year 
– Lyndsay Bradley, Ardnamur-
chan.

WCA Marine Harvest De-
velopment Coach of the Year 
– Elaine Wink, Fort William.

WCA Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division 1 Player of the 
Year – Lorna MacRae, Skye 
Camanachd.

WCA Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 Player of the Year – 
Jade Longworth, Strathspey.

WCA Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 Player of the Year 
– Lucy MacMillan, Ardnamur-
chan.

WCA Marine Harvest Devel-
opment League (West) Player 
of the Year – Freya Strachan, 
Strathglass.

WCA Marine Harvest Devel-
opment League (East) Player 
of the Year – Isla MacKay, 
Tayforth, and Hope Borthwick, 
Badenoch and Strathspey

WCA Marine Harvest Vol-
unteer of the Year – Karen 
Williamson, Glengarry.

Youth awards
Marine Harvest Youth Coach 
of the Year – Dallas Young and 
Iain Borthwick, Kingussie.

U14 Player of the Year – Max 
Campbell, Lochaber.

U17 Player of the Year – 

Calum MacDougall, Kilmallie. 
U21 Player of the Year – Arran 
MacPhee, Fort William.

Donella Crawford Award for 
Youth and Schools – Ally Lam-
ont, Lewis Camanachd.

 
Referee Awards
Johnny ‘Ach’ MacRae Quaich 
for Referee of the Year – Lachie 
Wood, Lochgilphead.

Emerging Referee of the Year 
– Des McNulty, Dalmally.

 
Volunteer awards
William Paterson Salver Vol-
unteer of the Year – Dondy 
Robertson, Fort William.

Marine Harvest Centenary 
Award 2017-2020 – Donald 
Skinner, Glasgow. 

Fair-play awards
Fair Play Award - One Team 
Club – Lewis Camanachd and 
Lochcarron.

Fair Play Award - Two Team 
Club – Skye Camanachd.

 
Media award
Media Award – Charles Banner-
man.

Scotland’s Craig Mainland and Ireland’s Ben Conroy in action.
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Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 26, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.28 1.7 09.06 3.4 15.49 2.0 21.04 3.2
Fri 04.21 1.9 09.58 3.2 16.50 2.1 21.55 2.9
Sat 05.27 2.1 11.33 3.0 18.03 2.2  **.** 2.2
Sun 00.11 2.8 06.42 2.1 13.56 3.1 19.23 2.1
Mon 02.20 2.9 08.00 1.9 14.45 3.4 20.34 1.8
Tues 03.05 3.2 09.00 1.7 15.24 3.6 21.25 1.5
Wed 03.41 3.4 09.44 1.4 15.59 3.9 22.06 1.2             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
12

11

Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate West South Westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate North Westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate West North Westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Goldenhill 
8, Oban Saints 0; Premier 
Division One – Neilston 
2, Campbeltown Pupils 3; 
Premier Division Two – Busby 
6 v Tarbert 1; Duncanrig 0, 
Lochgilphead Red Star 5.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division – Oban Saints 
v Inverclyde; Premier Division 
One – Campbeltown Pupils v 
Rossvale; Premier Division Two 
– Tarbert v Port Glasgow OBU; 
Lochgilphead Red Star, no 
game; West of Scotland Cup, 
third round – East Kilbride 
Rolls Royce v Helensburgh.   

OBAN Saints youth teams get 
back in action this weekend 
after the October school hol-
iday break with the following 
fixtures: Under 13s v Broom-
hill  SC; Under 14s, no game; 
Dunoon v Under 15s; Scottish 
Cup – Muirston United v Under 
16s; Under 17s, no game.   

Youth football

Indoor football

Golf

Oban golfer Robert wins fi rst 
pro event

Winner Robert MacIntyre with Yousef Abdulaziz Al Qatami and Wael Abdulrahman Al Welayti, both members of the Sahara Kuwait’s 
golf advisory committee. Photo: MENA Tour

OBAN golfer Robert MacIntyre 
has won his first tournament in 
only his second start since turn-
ing professional just weeks ago.

The Glencruitten Golf Club 
star triumphed in the Sahara 
Kuwait Golf Championship, 
which is part of the third-tier 
MENA Tour.

His success marks a stellar 
beginning to his life as a 
professional and follows his 
third-place finish – and a course 
record score of 64 – in his first 
outing at the Jordan Ayla Golf 
Championship two weeks ago.

Robert’s win sets him up 
perfectly for the second stage of 
the European Tour qualifying 
school next month.

In his closing round, the 
21-year-old made seven birdies 
on his way to a 65 and a 14-un-
der-par total at the Sahara 
course in Kuwait City. 

Robert won by two shots.
Afterwards, Robert said: ‘I’m 

absolutely delighted as it’s been 
a memorable week for me.

‘I couldn’t have asked for a 
better way to finish. 

‘I’m absolutely delighted with 
my efforts.

‘I played golf the way I used to 

as an amateur and never let the 
pressure of turning pro affect 
my game.’

Robert was presented with 
his winner’s trophy by Yousef 
Abdulaziz Al Qatami and Wael 
Abdulrahman Al Welayti, both 
members of the Sahara Kuwait’s 
golf advisory committee.

Robert said following the 
presentation: ‘It’s a nice golf 
course with narrow fairways. You 
needed to be accurate off the 
tee and I drove the ball well all 
week, creating some good scoring 
opportunities.

‘I holed putts when I needed 
to and that was the key to my 
success. 

‘It was fun playing on the 
MENA Tour. The competition 
is great and so is the atmosphere 
and I look forward to playing 
more events next season.’

The win fully justifies Robert’s 
decision to head to the Middle 
East for three weeks as opposed 
to holding out for an invite 
to the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship.

Robert became the fourth 
Scotsman after Paul Doherty, 
Clarke Lutton and David Law to 
win a MENA Tour event.

‘I holed putts when I 
needed to and that was 
the key to my success’
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAIN RODGER

Kyokushinkai Karate
THE Kyokushinkai classes are 
now closed to new starters until 
the New Year. This gives the 
current members the time to 
work on polishing their tech-
niques for the next grading test 
which will be in mid-December. 

The Oban and Lochgilphead 
junior club members are also 
working hard towards the 
tournament on November 4 in 
Lochgilphead.

Darryl McLaughlin is in hard 
training for his black belt test 
later in the year,  and as expect-
ed of the higher grades, and in 
addition to his own training, 
Darryl helps to teach in the 
junior class every week and is 

currently working to improve 
the flexibility of the youngsters.

Anyone requiring more 
information on this traditional 
style of karate should contact 
Iain Rodger on 07584 166542 or 
iain@ikku.co.uk.

Kickboxing
THE kickboxing students are 
preparing for the upcoming 
tournament in Lochgilphead 

on November 4, preparation is 
going well with those taking part 
working hard towards it.

The club held its annual fund-
raising fancy dress Hallowe’en 
session last night – pictures 
and details to follow in the next 
report.

The club’s extra classes are 
proving popular and beginners 
are always welcome, juniors ages 
five to 13 and seniors 14 to 114.

For more information, contact 
Wullie Rodger on 07588 513618 
or shihanwill@gmail.com.

BJJ
OBAN BJJ held their first semi-
nar in their new academy on Sat-
urday October 14. The seminar 
was taken by John Nicolson, who 
is the current IBJJF European 
champion, co-founder of the 
dinky ninja fight team, multiple 
MMA champ and qualified 
British wrestling coach.

The seminar covered: wres-
tling takedowns and control and 
then finished with cage work 
and submissions. The three-
hour seminar was well attended 
with John’s enthusiasm and 

John Nicolson and pro MMA � ghter Alan Johnstone demonstrate an arm bar during a seminar at Oban BJJ.

experience rubbing off on all 
participants.

Coach Coogie Potter said: 
‘The club now runs a five-day-
a-week schedule adding a fitness 
class on Wednesdays at 7.30. 
Anyone who came to our old 
fitness classes will remember 
how much fun they were. If 
interested, please get in touch 
as numbers are limited. The 
club has also invested in a small 
weights section for members 
to work on their strength and 
endurance when not training in 
the hall. The purchase of a pow-
er rack and bench and Olympic 
weights from primal strength 
is a welcome addition to our 
growing academy.’

For information, contact Coo-
gie on coogiepots@gmail.com.

Shukokai Karate
TRAINING continues as 
normal with the clubs working 
towards the Lochgilphead tour-
nament in early November. Also 
in November, the club grading 
tests will be taking place with 
the students hoping to take the 
step to the next level. The Dal-
mally test will be on November 
7, Oban on November 9 and 
Inveraray on November 10. 
 Good luck to all those taking 
part.

Beginners are always welcome 
and anyone thinking of taking 
up this martial art should 
contact Kenny Gray on: kenni.
gray@btinternet.com.

Indoor league 
continues with a 
double header

THE ATLANTIS Leisure five-
a-side football league got under 
way with a double header last 
week after a short break.

OES United 7
Menzies Parcels 4
In a battle that was always 
going to be close, especially 
with both teams missing their 
first-choice goalkeepers, it was 
Oban Electrics who prevailed in 
the battle, putting them level on 
points with Hakuna Juan Mata, 
who have fallen a bit behind and 
have three games in hand.

The game started off ex-
tremely tightly, with both teams 
defending well, and OES found 
themselves 1-0 up at half-time 
thanks to a tidy finish off the 
post from Jamie MacPherson.

Into the second half and both 
stand-in goalkeepers had several 
good saves to make, both Chris 
Picken and Steven Pennock mak-
ing several great stops each.

Menzies kept finding them-
selves three goals behind but 
with some great play through 
their main goalscorer Stuart 
MacLeod, they kept trying to 
close the gap – Stuart even 
managed to swap shoes at one 
point, and still continue scoring.

However it wasn’t enough 
and OES held on for the three 
points with some more superb 
finishes with Liam Higgins, who 
was awarded man of the match, 
taking on the role of goalscorer 
and provider.

Atlantis Leisure 5
Oaklea 3
Atlantis Leisure returned to 
action after almost a break of a 
month with a very hard-fought 
victory over, again, a much im-
proved Oaklea side, who fielded 
some new players.

Atlantis went into a 3-0 lead 
thanks to some well-worked 
play, with youngster Gavin 
Forgrieve again getting on the 
score sheet. Gavin continues to 
improve every week, not shying 
away from the physical side of 
indoor football.

Debutant Ian Rodgers man-
aged to grab a goal too, and 
should be an excellent addition 
to the Atlantis Leisure team.

Oaklea managed to pull the 
game back to 3-2 at half-time.  

The second half was a very 
close affair with Oaklea having 
a lot of the ball but Atlantis 
seeing several counter-attacks 
thwarted by man of the match 
Murdo MacKenzie, who was 
having an absolute stormer in 
goals.

Atlantis’s defence held strong, 
with goalkeeper Drew Ander-
son on hand to ensure nothing 
slipped through and Atlantis 
held on for a good win, as the 
league comes to a close.
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Don’t forget to 
put your clocks 
back one hour 
this weekend 

Lochaber choir wins silverware at home Mòd
LOCHABER Gaelic Choir won 
the Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy at this year’s Royal Na-
tional Mòd for the third year in 
a row.

The choir was conducted by 
Rachel Walker, a music tutor at 
West Highland College UHI, 
who won the ladies’ Gold Medal 
on Wednesday evening.

She wasn’t the only gold medal 
winner in the ranks – head teach-
er of Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, John Joe MacNeill, also 
won the Traditional Gold Medal.

After the prize-giving cere-
mony, Rachel, 41, from Gairlochy, 
said: ‘It’s unbelievable. We have 
won it for the past two years, but 
the pressure was on, so to get it 
here was just amazing. I didn’t 
expect to win. The competition 
was terrific on Friday.

‘I am absolutely delighted. I 
think we have a really good team 
of people who have worked really 
hard all year long and they sang 
their socks off. I am really proud 
of them. In fact, when I came off 
the stage I had to go and have a 
sob to myself.’

For a full round-up of pictures 
and results, turn to pages 13-20. Lochaber Gaelic Choir was delighted to win the award for the third year in a row. 17_43MODdm11

Council rejects plans to build 
student fl ats in Fort William
COUNCILLORS have rejected 
proposals to build more student 
accommodation in the centre of 
Fort William.

Members of the Highland 
Council south planning com-
mittee refused an application 
submitted by Cityheart Ltd 
to build a three-storey building 
within the grounds of the former 
St Mary’s RC Primary School 
which would house up to 40 
students.

The residential block was to 
ease accommodation problems 
in the town after an increase in 
student numbers studying at the 
West Highland College UHI in 
recent years.

At the committee meeting on 
Tuesday, Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter said the main 
issue with the proposals was that 
the height and mass of the build-
ing is inappropriate for the site 
and is ‘overbearing’ in relation 
to neighbouring houses.

He said: ‘We are talking about 
the development of what has 
been an empty playground. And 
within that empty playground 
the applicants have forced a sub-
stantial three-storey building.

‘I still fail to understand why 
they didn’t flip this development 
so the lower profile buildings 
were at the other end of the site 
with less impact on the neigh-
bouring houses.’

Fellow Lochaber councillor 
Ben Thompson also had 
concerns about the size and 
position of the building, adding: 
‘I am similarly minded that this 
building is particularly close to 
the neighbouring properties. 
The angling of one end of the 
building makes it clear that the 
applicant has tried to squeeze 

this building as close as possible 
to Invernevis Cottages.’

He continued: ‘I was one of 
the councillors who supported 
the principle of student accom-
modation on this site.

‘We do need student accom-
modation as soon as possible. I 
just wish they’d come up with a 
better design.’

The committee voted in 

favour of Mr Baxter’s motion 
to refuse the application on 
the grounds that the scale and 
position of the development is 
not acceptable in the context of 
the surrounding area, therefore 
having a detrimental impact 
on individual and community 
residential amenity. This deci-
sion comes after six councillors 
attended a site visit on Monday 

after the initial photographs 
submitted as part of the ap-
plication were deemed to be 
inadequate.

Mr Baxter continued: ‘I 
know the applicants will be 
disappointed and will say I 
am scuppering a development 
which is much-needed, and I 
agree that it is. The principle of 
student accommodation on this 

site was supported by all seven 
Lochaber councillors and I still 
support the principle of it. But I 
think it can be better designed 
and better placed within this 
site.’

Councillor Ron MacWilliam 
supported the company’s 
proposals, but did have reserva-
tions, saying: ‘It does strike me 
that the building is very large 

and quite imposing where it is. 
I don’t think anyone would wel-
come a block of that size with 40 
students in it.

‘However, is that really enough 
for us to object? All I would say 
to the committee is that I think 
there is some degree of validity 
in all that’s been said but to 
object at this stage seems to me 
rather extreme.’

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

FED-UP Kilmallie residents 
who have been calling for action 
to tackle noisy industrial works 
in Corpach have been warned 
to brace themselves for possibly 
much worse disturbance in the 
future, writes Mark Entwistle.

The warning came from local 
resident and community land 
campaigner John Hutchison at 
Monday night’s meeting of Kil-
mallie Community Council.

The Lochaber Times has previ-
ously reported how disgruntled 
locals were frustrated over a 
perceived lack of action by the 
Highland Council in dealing 
with complaints about contin-
ued night working at the indus-

trial estate and pier at Annat 
Point, which residents claimed 
can begin as early as 4.15am 
and continue until after 11pm, 
keeping them awake.

It’s not just Corpach house-
holds that are being affected, 
with people across the loch in 
Ardgour also said to be suffer-
ing from noise pollution.

The Highland Council’s envi-
ronmental health department 
has previously assured the 
community council that there 
have been no contraventions of 
noise restraints in the planning 
conditions.

However, a number of res-
idents have now been issued 

with so-called ‘noise diaries’ 
in which they have been asked 
to note down the times they 
say the disturbance is bad, al-
though the community council 
heard this week that only three 
of these reports have so far 
been filled in.

Community councillor Rus -
sell Leaper stressed the impor-
tance of people sending their 
complaints about noise pol-
lution direct to the Highland 
Council environmental health 
department.

He added: ‘Part of the prob-
lem is that different people are 
complaining about different 
things. That is why the noise 

diaries are so important so that 
they [Highland Council] know 
exactly when and what it is that 
people are complaining about.’

But Mr Hutchison told the 
meeting that things could be set 
to deteriorate further.

‘I think with what is coming – 
there is every indication in the 
draft local  plan of an expansion 
of the Corpach harbour area 
– it’s only going to get worse 
for local people as far as noise 
levels are concerned,’ said Mr 
Hutchison.

‘I think this particular prob-
lem is going to get worse and 
that is all the more reason to try 
to get action now.’

Corpach noise issue may get worse

Spean Bridge 
potholes
TRUNK roads operator BEAR 
Scotland says it has carried out 
temporary repairs to potholes at 
a busy junction in Spean Bridge 
and will undertake full remedial 
works once the cause of the road 
surface breaking up is established.

The response came after BEAR 
and Transport Scotland were 
alerted to the issue by the local 
community council.

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council, 
contacted BEAR and Transport 
Scotland this week.

He complained that just two-
and-half years after BEAR was 
forced to resurface the junction 
of the A82 and A86 in Spean 
Bridge due to other problems, 
large potholes have now suddenly 
appeared, suggesting a failure in 
the road surface material.

A spokesperson for BEAR said: 
‘We’re aware of the defects in the 
road surface and are investigating 
the cause of it.

‘In the meantime, our teams 
have carried out a temporary 
repair to make the defects safe 
and, once a cause is determined, 
we’ll arrange for the surface to be 
fully repaired.’
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WIN THE  
CHANCE TO 
JOIN SANTA 

ON HIS 
SLEIGH 

JOIN SANTA 
ON HIS 
SLEIGH 

THE Rotary Club of Lochaber, in partnership with the 
Lochaber Times, and with support from Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping, and the Highland Council, has plans well in 
hand for this year’s Christmas Festival at the Nevis Centre in 
Fort William on Saturday November 25. 

Santa’s Grotto and more than 80 stalls packed with festive 
crafts and food products, and a special children’s studio, will 
be ready on the day. Along with his sleigh and reindeer, Santa 
will be arriving at Cameron Square at 10.30am and leaving at 
11am to make his way to the festival.  

This is a hectic time for Santa and he is looking for two local 
youngsters aged between five and 10 years to help him and 
to ride in his sleigh from Cameron Square along the Parade 
Green over to the Nevis Centre, and to wave to the crowds 
who have gathered to watch the reindeer parade.

If you would like to help Santa and to ride on his sleigh, 
all you have to do is write a message for a Christmas card 
sending greetings to your friends and family. Your message 
should have between four and eight lines of prose or  rhyming 
verse and the first line could be: Wishing you lots of Christ-
mas cheer…

Once you have composed your message, fill in the coupon 
below with your details and post it and your message to: 
Santa’s Card Competition, The Editor, Lochaber Times, 22 
High Street, Fort William, PH33 6AT, to arrive no later than 
November 10. 

All the entries, including the winning two, will be displayed 
in the foyer of the Nevis Centre on the day of the festival and 
we hope to include the winning two in a special Christmas 
card in the lead up to Christmas 2018.

The Rotary Club 
of Lochaber 

in partnership 
with the 

Lochaber Times

Santa needs help!

Santa’s card competition
Name ......................................................................................

Age..........................................................................................

Address ...................................................................................

.................................................................................................

 School .....................................................................................

Class ........................................................................................

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal Christmas gift...

Royal National Mòd bids 
fond farewell to Lochaber
AFTER eight days of com-
petitions, performances and 
festivities, the Royal National 
Mòd said goodbye to Lochaber 
on Saturday.

Scotland’s biggest Gaelic 
festival has been hailed a huge 
success, with a record number 
of participants leaving a legacy 
that will be remembered for 
years to come.

Thousands of Gaels and sup-
porters made their way to Fort 
William to enjoy the Mòd, with 
somewhere in the region of 
£2.5 million expected to have 
been generated for the local 
economy.

The official closing event 
took place on the streets of 
Fort William as the massed 
choir made its way along the 
High Street for a final sing-
a-long. Representatives from 
2018 host town Dunoon were 
present for the ceremonial 
handover. The Gaelic festival 
will return to Dunoon for the 
eighth time next year, when it 

will take place from October 
12 to 20.

Organised by An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, the Mòd is the 
biggest and most important 
festival of the Gaelic language 
in the world and this year saw 
a rise in under-18s competing 

in traditional singing events 
and literature events, with at 
least 200 more entrants than 
the previous year. The rising 
interest in the festival and tra-
ditional Gaelic culture bodes 
well for future events and the 
Mòd’s continued success.

The top prizes this year 
went to Alasdair Currie and 
Rachel Walker in the Gold 
Medal competitions; John Joe 
MacNeil and Hannah Knight 
in the traditional Gold Medal; 
with Ishbel Campbell and 
Coinneach MacLeod taking 
home the Silver Pendants.

Claire Frances NicNìll was 
awarded this year’s first Char-
lie MacColl Memorial Award 
and Mary Sophia Morrison 
scooped the new Angus Nicol 
Memorial Quaich.

In the choir competitions, 
Back Choir won the Lorn 
Shield and Bùrach scooped 
the Sheriff MacMaster, while 
on Friday Lochaber were 
presented the Margrat Duncan 
Memorial Trophy and the 
Lovat and Tullibardine was 
won by Dingwall for the second 
year running.

John Morrison, chief exec-
utive of An Comunn Gàid-
healach, said: ‘What a fantastic 
year it’s been for the Royal 

National Mòd in Lochaber. To 
welcome the highest number of 
participants in a decade is spe-
cial and shows the strength and 
importance of Gaelic culture. 
The level of competition has 
been outstanding.

‘I’m delighted to welcome 
so many new faces among the 
familiar ones this year, and we 
hope they’ll be returning to 
join us in Dunoon next year. 
It’s encouraging to see so many 
young entrants and winners 
this year, and the quality of 
competition has been magnif-
icent.

‘I’d like to extend our grat-
itude to everyone involved 
in running this year’s Mòd, 
and particularly to the local 
organising committee and all 
of our volunteers and sponsors. 
Planning is already under way 
for Mòd 2018 in Dunoon and 
we look forward to seeing 
everyone there.’

For more coverage of the 
Mòd, see pages 13 to 20.

Led by Lochaber Pipe Band the massed choir marched down the 
High Street towards the parade. Photograph: ABrightside Photography.

What’s On in Lochaber
� Banavie Primary School’s 
primary six and seven pupils are 
organising a co� ee morning for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. The 
event will be held at Banavie Pri-
mary School from 10am to noon 
tomorrow (October 27). As well 
as tea, co� ee and cakes, there 
will be competitions including 
cake bingo and ‘the world’s 
tallest co� ee’ competition.
� A craft fair will take place on 
Saturday October 28, from 10am 
to 4pm in Nether Lochaber 
Hall, Onich. Cakes and jams, 
hand-made cards, knitted and 
crocheted crafts and other wares 
will be available. Contact Berit 
for details on 01397 705539.
� There will be a university open 
day at the West Highland College 
UHI on Saturday November 4, 
from 11am-3pm, o� ering people 
an opportunity to meet sta�  and 
learn about higher education 
opportunities.
� Buttons and Bows Concert in 
Kilmallie Community Centre, 
Corpach on Saturday November 
4, at 7.30pm. Tickets £7. Contact 
the hall committee or Bobby on 
01397 700268 for tickets.
� The next meeting of Fort Wil-
liam Scottish Women’s Institute 
will be held on Monday Novem-
ber 7 in the Montrose Centre, In-
verlochy, at 7.15pm. The speaker, 
is Rachel MacLean who will talk 
about ‘The Sandpiper Trust’.  A 
warm welcome is extended to all 
women. The December meeting 

is the celebration of the Insti-
tute’s centenary. The Institute 
would like to welcome former 
Fort Institute members. Please 
contact Edythe Knowles on 
01397  702744 or Martine Young 
on 01397 702758 for details.
� Friends of Nevis AGM will be 
held on Friday November 3 at 
6.30pm in Glen Nevis Restaurant, 
followed by a talk from Martin 
Cook about the recent Dun 
Deardail Archaeology Project. 
A � nger bu� et (donation of £5 
please) and a chance to chat. 
Please contact Susan by email 
to info@friendsofnevis.co.uk or 
call 01397 701088 or sign up via 
the website www.friendsofnevis.
co.uk.
� Kilmallie Community Company 
AGM will be held tomorrow 
(Friday October 27) at 7.30pm 
in Kilmallie Community Centre, 
back hall. Come along and � nd 
out what’s going on in Corpach 
woods and have your say on how 
the woods are managed. 
� There will be an afternoon of 
workshops, live music and shop-
ping all under one roof at the 
Railway Social Club at Inverlochy 
on Saturday November 18. More 
details next week. 
� Lochaber Camanachd Club 
will now hold its annual general 
meeting in the Bridge Cafe, 
Spean Bridge, on Friday De-
cember 1, at 7.30pm. This is a 
change of date from previously 
advertised. 

CONSTRUCTION is now 
under way on the first commu-
nity-owned school project in 
Scotland after the first cut was 
made in the turf at Strontian, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Pupils and staff of Stron-
tian Primary School were 
delighted to mark the start of 
building work on the new com-
munity school with the ceremony 
last week.

After a mammoth community 
fundraising effort, Strontian 
children will soon be able to 
enjoy the new school building, 
which is planned to be finished 

by 2018. To finance the build, 
the Strontian Community 
School Building Ltd (SCSB) 
launched a community share 
offer last year, as well as receiv-
ing funding from the Scottish 
Land Fund and the Sunart 
Community Renweables (SRC) 
hydro scheme.

The group secured planning 
permission on the land it owns, 
adjacent to Ardnamurchan 
High School, earlier this year 
and, after last week’s ceremoni-
al sod-cutting, work can finally 
begin.

On a statement on social 

media, SCSB stated: ‘On a rare 
dry day here in Strontian, there 
was a great turnout of excited 
pupils and parents of Strontian 
Primary School who met with 
local contractor S&K Macdon-
ald for the turf-cutting to mark 
the official start of this exciting 
project.

‘Lots of work to do, so watch 
this space for more develop-
ments.’

It is hoped that the school will 
be completed by April 2018, 
with a view to getting the chil-
dren in for the start of term in 
August 2019.

Work starts on ground-
breaking Strontian school

Pupils and 
sta�  at the 
turf-cutting 
ceremony last 
week. 

How 
would 

you defi ne 
your new 
kitchen?

this is where I 
keep my after 

gym treats

this is where 
I keep the 
good wine

this is where I keep 
mum’s secret recipe 

this is where 
I keep my kids 

drawings
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private HV cable to the Nevis Range 
Gondola Station. The power is then 
used onsite with any excess being 
exported to the National Grid.

 Peter MacFarlane, managing direc-
tor of Nevis Range, said the idea of 
building a hydro scheme had been an 
attractive one to Nevis Range.

‘Not only did we want to produce 
green power with the option to 
export any excess to the National 
Grid, reduce carbon emissions and 
help mitigate climate change, we 
were also looking for a way to benefit 
from the periods of wet and windy 

weather when our visitor attraction 
and ski area struggles to generate 
income from its normal business,’ he 
explained.

The hydro project was first con-
ceived in September 2012 after the 
then Nevis Range chairman, Jim 
Gunn, looked at various options, 
and staff from Greencat Renewables 
walked over the ground at Allt choil-
le Rais.

Marian Austin, a director of 
Nevis Range Hydro Company and 
responsible for liaison between the 
various partners involved in the 

build, added: ‘This hydro scheme 
was a hugely challenging project 
due to the remoteness of the intake, 
the steepness of the terrain and its 
location within the Ben Nevis Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) and the 
National Scenic Area (NSA).

‘The contractor, George Leslie 
Ltd, had to bring in specialist equip-
ment such as a walking digger from 
Hitrak in Beauly and manpower from 
GeoRope in Ballachulish.

‘As the development of a road to the 
intake was ruled out, materials such 
as pipes, concrete and machinery had 

to be flown to the site by helicopter.’ 
The new hydro scheme started 
generating in December 2016, but it 
was too late in the year to finish the 
reinstatement of the pipeline and the 
access roads, so this work was carried 
out over the summer of 2017 and has 
only recently been completed.

Ms Austin also commented: ‘The 
turbines have generated over 2.5 
million kWh to date. This is good 
news for Nevis Hydro Company as 
we borrowed £3.2 million from Close 
Brothers Asset Finance and need to 
make a start on paying it back.’

Minister Paul Wheelhouse with Marian Austin, director of Nevis Range Hydro Company, Ian Sykes, behind, chairman of Nevis Range Development Company, 
and many of the people involved in construction and operation of the Hydro Scheme. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 1IF F43 Nevis Range Hydro Scheme03

SCOTTISH Government minister 
Paul Wheelhouse this week cele-
brated the completion of the new 
£4 million hydroelectric scheme that 
has now powered the Nevis Range 
base station and gondola since De-
cember 2016.

Mr Wheelhouse, minister for busi-
ness, innovation and energy, joined 
those from the Nevis Range Hydro 
Company, the sister business to 
Nevis Range Mountain Experience 
in Lochaber, for Monday’s special 
ceremony.

The minister congratulated  Nevis 
Range Hydro Company for the 
realisation of what he called a 
‘forward-thinking and ambitious 
project’ and for all the hard work that 
had clearly underpinned the delivery 
of the project.

‘I’m sure that constructing a 
hydro-electric scheme so close to 
Ben Nevis itself, in a National Scenic 
Area and close to the summit of one 
of highest peaks in the British Isles, 
was not without its challenges, but 
the creation of a sustainable and 
affordable, green energy source 
should hopefully prove to be just 
reward for those endeavours,’ said 
Mr Wheelhouse.

‘This £4 million investment will 
ensure a financially and environ-
mentally sustainable power supply to 
support vital local economic activity 
at Aonach Mor, including skiing and 
mountain biking.’

The new hydroelectric scheme, 
situated at the Allt choille Rais – 
known to skiers and boarders as the 
Braveheart Burn in the ‘Back Corrie’ 
of Aonach Mor – has an electrical 
output range of 40kW to 1.1MWh 
from two 550kW Pelton turbines.

The scheme is projected to generate 
3,700MWh per annum, equivalent to 
the annual electricity consumption of 
more than 1,000 households.

The power generated from the 
turbines is transferred via an 11kV 

Nevis hydro scheme celebrated

New council 
building to 
remember 
Lochaber 
politician
THE NEW council office build-
ing currently under construction 
in Fort William is set to be 
renamed in honour of the late 
Charles Kennedy, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

As the first phase of regenera-
tion to the former Fort William 
secondary school building draws 
to a close, the Highland Council 
has announced that the large 
B-listed structure will be called 
the Charles Kennedy Building.

The name is in tribute to the 
work of the late Charles Kenne-
dy MP, who attended Lochaber 
High School and represented 
the Highlands from 1983 until 
2015.

Councillor Blair Allan, who 
proposed the name for the new 
offices, is delighted that such a 
prominent public figure will be 
recognised in this way.

He said: ‘Charles Kennedy 
was educated in Fort William 
and throughout his career was 
hard-working and dedicated to 
the communities he represented. 
I think it is very fitting that the 
new offices which will serve the 
local community well for many 
years to come be named in 
his honour and I would like to 
thank his family for giving their 
support.’

REPRESENTATIVES of the 
GFG Alliance will meet residents 
and stakeholders from around 
Fort William next week to 
present an update on plans for a 
400-worker alloy wheels factory 
in the town, writes Mark Entwistle.

Studies on the proposals are 
currently being finalised and 
the company aims to share the 
findings with local people during 
an information day on Thursday 
November 2 at the town’s Nevis 
Centre, prior to submitting a for-
mal application to the Highland 
Council in November. The exhi-
bition will be open from 2.30pm 
to 7.30pm.

Nearly 200 people turned up for 
an initial community consultation 
event held by the company at the 
nearby Ben Nevis Hotel in Sep-
tember, when details were first 
outlined for the development. 

The factory intends to use liquid 
aluminium from the Liberty Brit-
ish Aluminium smelter, owned by 
GFG at Fort William, to make 
around two million alloy wheels a 
year for the UK car industry.

LAST week, the Lochaber Times 
highlighted the bleak financial 
position facing the Lochaber 
Cinema Group, which was on 
the verge of being forced to halt 
its free screenings of movies 
for children in local venues and 
halls.

With just £11 remaining in 
its bank account, group chair-
woman Marie MacPherson had 
confirmed to us the screenings 
would have to stop as an online 
public appeal for funding, 
launched after donations dried 
up, had failed to generate the 
£250 needed.

The group recently unveiled its 
proposals to build a two-screen, 
133-capacity cinema facility in 
the centre of Fort William at a 
public consultation session.

The detailed plans, which 
have been granted planning 
permission by Highland Coun-
cil, outline how two units at 
Airds Cross (formerly Wynnes 
Butcher and Oceans takeaway) 
will be converted into a cinema 
with an estimated total cost 
in the region of £600,000. But 
the immediate problem was 

Brian King, managing direc-
tor of Lochaber operations for 
the GFG Alliance, said: ‘We 
were very pleased by the size 
of the turnout for the first com-
munity consultation and very 
encouraged by the amount of 
local support there was for this 
proposal. We also had a valuable 
opportunity to listen to people’s 
comments on how we should 
take the plan forward and we’ve 

fed these to the team preparing 
the application for us.’

Those attending next week’s 
event will be given more details 
on what the new plant will look 
like, along with findings from 
the required environmental im-
pact assessment including those 
relating to potential impact on 
transport, landscape, noise 
levels, air quality, ecology and 
cultural heritage, and any mit-

igation measures, where these 
might be necessary. There will 
be a further opportunity for the 
public to submit representations 
on the proposed development 
to the Highland Council once 
the planning application has 
been submitted.

A decision on the planning 
application is hoped to be made 
in spring 2018 and production 
could start in spring 2020.

GFG update wheel factory plans

Lochaber Times steps in to fund 
Fort cinema group screenings

The latest impression of what the factory will look like in Fort William.

Lochaber Times senior 
reporter Mark Entwistle 
hands over a cheque for 

the Lochaber Cinema 
Group to Marie 

MacPherson, right and 
Irene Salter. 
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the community screenings 
initiative, which required just 
£250 to survive.

Such is the popularity of the 
screenings with youngsters 
and their families the Loch-
aber Times decided to fund 
the £250 needed for these to 
continue until summer 2018.

Handing over a cheque 
this week to Ms MacPherson 
and cinema group secretary, 
Irene Salter, the Lochaber 
Times’ senior reporter Mark 

Entwistle told the two women 
the newspaper was delighted 
to be able to help out.

‘Hopefully this amount 
will help keep the screenings 
going in the meantime and 
perhaps encourage other local 
businesses and individuals 
to donate to what is a very 
worthwhile local cause,’ said 
Mr Entwistle.

‘There’s always something 
magical about a trip to see a 
film on a big screen, especi-

ally for children, and it would 
have been a great shame if 
the Lochaber Cinema Group 
had been forced to stop these 
screenings.’

Ms MacPherson told us: ‘It’s 
fantastic and very generous 
of the Lochaber Times to help 
cover the costs of the commu-
nity screenings.

‘The money means we can 
keep our screenings of films 
for youngsters going well into 
next year.’ 

Charles Kennedy.
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Lewis crofters welcome 
renewable subsidy plan
THE FOUR Lewis townships 
that have applied to the Croft-
ing Commission for permission 
to develop community-owned 
wind turbines on their common 
grazings have welcomed the an-
nouncement that ‘remote island 
wind’ projects will be eligible to 
bid for subsidy in the next round 
of the ‘Contracts for Difference’ 
auction in 2019, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

However, while they have wel-
comed the announcement that 
up to £557 million of support 
will be available, representatives 
from the crofting townships 
have stressed that the commu-
nity’s rights must be protected 

while multinationals such as 
EDF Energy seek to maximise 
their business opportunities in 
the islands.

Renewables developments in 
the Outer Hebrides, Shetland 
and Orkney will all be in line for 
potential support in 2019.

In a joint statement, repre-
sentatives from the crofting 
townships of Sandwick North, 
Sandwick East, Melbost and 
Branahuie, and Aiginish also 
called on MP Angus Brendan 
MacNeil and MSP Alasdair 
Allan to support their case 
as they once again ask for the 
Crofting Commission to make 
a decision on their Section 50B 

applications, in which the town-
ships are asking for the right to 
go ahead with turbines on their 
common grazings.

Lewis Wind Power hopes 
to develop 36 turbines on the 
ground around Stornoway but 
the four townships have rival 
ambitions for nine of their own 
turbines, which would be 100 
per cent community-owned, in 
some of the same spots.

Last Thursday, the townships’ 
representatives said: ‘We warm-
ly welcome the decision by the 
UK government to include the 
islands in the next CfD auction, 
which finally lifts the uncer-
tainty that was hanging over 

the interconnector. We now 
call upon the council, the MP 
and the MSP to work with our 
townships to ensure the maxi-
mum benefit to the community 
and the local economy from the 
interconnector. That can only 
come from the community-
owned wind farms which we 
propose and which will deliver 
between 10 and 20 times the 
benefit of the EDF/LWP wind 
farm offer.

‘Without such community-
owned wind farms, the inter-
connector will be a gigantic 
missed opportunity for the is-
lands.  That is why we submitted 
our Section 50B applications to 

the Crofting Commission and 
why we will continue to work to 
deliver community wind farms 
on our grazings.’

Land reformer, writer and 
professor Alastair McIntosh 
has spoken out in support of 
crofters when it comes to the 
rights to the land and called for 
a scale of development that is in 
keeping with the place.

He said: ‘To my mind there’s 
a world of difference between 
a wind farm that a community 
really feels it owns, which is 
run by and for the local com-
munity, and one that it feels is 
imposed by lairds and corpora-
tions.’

Double Gaelic nomination for Skye teachers

a range of resources for use in 
the classroom or at home, and 
for individual use or group 
work. There are many down-
loads which can be edited as 
required, and the number of 
available downloads, digital 
games and other resources is 
growing all the time.

Use of the website’s resourc-
es has been increasing across 
Scotland. To support this 
demand, the Stòrlann team 
has delivered training sessions 
on Lasadh via video link to 
teachers on the mainland.

Another new development 
is that Gwen and Mairi have 

been seconded onto Lasadh 
since August for a day a week, 
thanks to support from Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig via the Gaelic 
Language Act Implementa-
tion Fund (GLAIF). The mon-
ey means Stòrlann can fund 
the necessary class cover for 
Gwen and Mairi. Previously, 

A WEBSITE of resources for 
Gaelic-medium education, 
run by two primary school 
teachers from Skye, has been 
shortlisted for a Scottish Gael-
ic Award for the second year 
running, writes Mark Entwistle.

The website, Lasadh, is man-
aged by Gaelic educational re-
sources organisation Stòrlann 
Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig and led 
by teachers Gwen Culbertson 
and Mairi Macdonald, who 
both teach in Sleat Primary 
School (Bun-sgoil Shleite).

Lasadh is up for the Inno-
vation in Education Award 
in the Daily Record’s Scottish 
Gaelic Awards, as it was last 
year, but is also nominated in 
the Learner Award category.

The awards, sponsored by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, will be 
held on November 15 and 
aim to reward all aspects of 
Gaelic culture, education and 
language.

Lasadh is an online, digital 
and interactive resource for 
primary school pupils and 
teachers, created several 
years ago by Gwen and Mairi, 
who had realised there was a 
shortage of language-related 
resources for Gaelic-medium 
education (GME).

Found online at www.lasadh.
co.uk, the website focuses on 
literacy activities and provides 

Gwen Culbertson and Mairi Macdonald are up for two Gaelic awards this year.

Western Isles 
women take 
up breast 
check invite

Extra croft 
meetings 
scheduled

Concerns 
over Uist 
dental 
consultation

THE director of public health 
for NHS Western Isles wants 
to thank all women who partic-
ipated in the breast screening 
throughout the area from Febru-
ary to July this year.

Dr Maggie Watts said early 
indications were that more 
than four in five eligible women 
accepted an invitation and at-
tended for screening during the 
visit of the service in the first half 
of 2017.

‘We will know the final figures 
for each island later, but it seems 
that women across the Western 
Isles from the Butt to Barra 
recognised the importance of 
getting checked,’ said Dr Watts.

If you weren’t able to make it to 
your appointment, you are still 
able to be screened at the North 
of Scotland Screening Centre 
in Inverness. If you wish to take 
up this offer please call 01463 
705416 to arrange a suitable 
date.

Dr Watts also thanked the 
North of Scotland breast screen-
ing mobile unit and those who 
supported the work they did in 
each of the locations throughout 
the Western Isles to ensure its 
smooth running.

The mobile breast screening 
service comes to the Western 
Isles every three years to screen 
women between the ages of 50 
and 70, and over 70 if requested, 
so its next visit is due in 2020.

And NHS Western Isles would 
like to remind everyone that Oc-
tober is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month and a good opportunity to 
make sure we are ‘breast aware’.  
If you notice any changes at all 
in your breasts, please make an 
appointment with your GP.

FURTHER public meetings are 
to be held across the crofting 
areas as part of the ongoing 
consultation on new legislation 
and priorities being carried out 
by the Scottish Government.

Commenting on the ongoing 
crofting consultation, rural 
economy secretary Fergus 
Ewing said crofting delivers 
valuable local benefits and a 
successful crofting sector helps 
rural communities thrive.

‘It is therefore vital the law 
that governs it is fit for purpose. 
That is why, earlier this year I 
launched a public consultation 
seeking your opinion on the 
form of new legislation and 
priorities for legislative change,’ 
said Mr Ewing.

‘I am pleased to say that we 
have had a number of successful 
public meetings to raise aware-
ness about the consultation, and 
we have received a number of 
well-considered responses.

‘However, I am conscious that 
not everyone will have had the 
chance to attend one of these 
meetings or had the opportunity 
to read and possibly respond to 
the consultation. Further public 
meetings are therefore planned 
across the crofting areas and I 
would encourage those with an 
interest to attend.’

CONCERNS over the current 
consultation on proposed 
changes to dental services in 
Uist have prompted Na h-Eile-
anan an Iar SNP MSP Alasdair 
Allan to write to Dr Ron Culley, 
chief officer of the Western Isles 
Integrated Joint Board, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

The consultation was opened 
towards the end of last month 
but the MSP has since received 
a number of complaints about 
the document.

The Integrated Joint Board 
has decided that its preferred 
model of delivery is to have a 
single dental service operating 
from Uist and Barra Hospital.

This would involve the closure 
of the clinics in Lochmaddy 
and Liniclate, while the clinic 
in Lochboisdale was closed 
earlier this year. Mr Allan has 
several times raised this matter 
on behalf of the affected com-
munities.

And he commented: ‘This 
proposal must now be subject 
to a public consultation before 
progressing further and it is im-
portant that the views of people 
in Uist are properly taken into 
account on this matter.

‘However, concern has been 
expressed to me that the consul-
tation document in its current 
form does not adequately allow 
the community to express its full 
and proper view on this matter.

‘The document does not 
specify a closing date, gives no 
address for submissions, doesn’t 
refer to any online alternative, 
and – as far as I can tell – has 
not been accompanied with any 
press release.

‘However, the most worrying 
aspect is that it does not explic-
itly ask for people’s views on 
the dental hub proposals and 
instead presents them as a fait 
accompli, leaving only the “any 
further comments” section for 
concerned members of the pub-
lic to express their views.’

Mr Allan says he hopes the 
IJB will take these concerns on 
board and consider revising the 
consultation document.

‘Further, I have urged Dr 
Culley to confirm the dates and 
locations of public meetings 
at the earliest opportunity to 
maximise the opportunity for 
people in Uist to attend and 
make their views known to the 
IJB in person,’ he added.

FEARS have been voiced that 
passengers using Highlands and 
Islands airports could face a 
hike in fares because of a tax on 
flights.

The concern comes after the 
Scottish Parliament was told 
recently that plans to replace air 
passenger duty with a discounted 
alternative have been disrupted 
by legal issues.

The Scottish Government 
wants to replace Air Passenger 
Duty (APD) with a new devolved 
Air Departure Tax (ADT) in 
Scotland from April next year.

However, it said plans to con-
tinue exempting journeys from 
airports in the Highlands and 
Islands required EU approval 
under state aid rules. It is under-

stood getting this approval could 
take longer than Brexit.

Finance secretary Derek 

Mackay told MSPs the ‘mess’ 
was the UK Government’s fault, 
saying it could cost the Scottish 

Government £320 million to 
maintain the exemption in the 
meantime.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan has backed a Scottish Gov-
ernment proposal which would 
ensure island airports continue 
to be exempted from ADT.

An exemption from APD for 
flights from the Highlands and 
Islands has been in place since 
2001. Transferring the exemp-
tion to the new ADT requires 
notification to the European 
Commission (EC) which can 
only be done by the UK Govern-
ment, as the member state.

The UK Government has 
placed conditions on this and 
asked the Scottish Government 
to accept full liability for all the 

risks, including the potential 
knock-on effects on businesses, 
if the EC does not approve the 
exemption.

At Holyrood last week, Mr 
Mackay said the Scottish 
Government would not put the 
economies of the Highlands 
and Islands at risk and outlined 
an alternative proposal, which 
would use tax rates and bands to 
provide the same benefit for all 
Highlands and Islands flights, 
including connecting flights.

Dr Allan said: ‘The exemption 
to ADT is vital in keeping 
the high cost of flying from 
the Western Isles under some 
control. The UK Government 
is proposing to work against 
previous agreements that there 

should be no detriment to either 
government as a result of devolu-
tion of further tax powers.

‘It is not acceptable the UK 
Government’s conditions of noti-
fying the European Commission 
could cause the Scottish taxpayer 
to forego revenue for delivering 
the current islands exemption. 
I am pleased the Scottish Gov-
ernment has outlined alternative 
proposals which would avoid 
risking that.

‘The UK Government has 
indicated it is willing to delay the 
devolution of ADT. However, I 
do not believe this is an accept-
able proposal and should only be 
considered as a last resort to pro-
tect the Highlands and Islands 
from financial detriment.’

Highlands and islands fl ights could be hit by new tax

Plans to replace air passenger duty with a discounted alternative 
have been disrupted by legal issues.

the pair were working on 
Lasadh in their own time.

Gwen told us: ‘The day a 
week each out of class for this 
year means that we can have a 
clear focus for development of 
materials and dedicated time 
to research and create them. 
Until now it has been quite 
a juggling act with my young 
family of three and teaching 
full-time, trying to fit it all in.

‘Our secondment is only 
newly established. However, 
thus far it has provided us with 
much-needed opportunities to 
work together with Stòrlann 
to meet, discuss and plan the 
road ahead for Lasadh.’

Teacher Mairi added: ‘It’s a 
great feeling to be nominated 
again. We are getting great 
feedback from teachers all 
over the country. This is 
the only online, accessible 
resource for Gaelic-medium 
teachers. They would like to 
see more resources over the 
curriculum, so that’s some-
thing we are hoping to develop 
with Stòrlann in the future.’

Gwen added: ‘We both hope 
to attend the awards ceremony 
and are very much looking 
forward to it. We are not 
entirely sure who might have 
nominated us, but Lasadh is 
very grateful. Fingers crossed 
for Lasadh on the night!’
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Woman, 103, 
oldest person 
to have surgery 
at Belford
A 103-YEAR-OLD Fort Wil-
liam woman, born before the 
first shots were fired in the First 
World War, has become the 
oldest person to have a surgical 
operation at the town’s Belford 
Hospital.

Christine Hamill, known as 
‘Chrissie’, who was born across 
Loch Linnhe at Camus na Gaul, 
on June 10, 1914, is also thought 
to be the oldest person in the 
country to have undergone a 
particular type of emergency 
abdominal surgery.

Following the procedure last 
month, Chrissie recuperated for 
a couple of weeks in one of the 
wards, before being discharged 
from the Belford.

She is now back at home, living 
independently in the Victoria 
Court sheltered residents’ com-
plex in Fort William.

Nephew Stewart Maclean said: 
‘Chrissie is absolutely delighted 
about the way that she been 
treated by staff at the Belford. 
Since she had the operation, 
she’s been recovering incredibly 
well.’

Chrissie’s operation is a 
good indicator that, as long as 
patients are in reasonably good 
health, there are no age limits 
for surgery nowadays.

Consultant surgeon Sivara-
man Gurunathan-Mani added: 
‘Chrissie needed to have an 
emergency abdominal opera-

tion because of an obstruction 
caused by a previous procedure 
she had more than 50 years ago.

‘She was in reasonably good 
health for her age, so it was a 
golden opportunity to help her, 
and that’s what we did. The 
operation took just over an 
hour, we got it done at the right 
time, and she has made a good 
recovery.’

In the past, doctors were often 
reluctant to operate on the 
elderly because age can contrib-
ute to significant surgical risks.

Physiological factors come 
into play as the body ages and 
– just as a 75-year-old would 
not be able to run as fast as 
when a 25-year-old – the body’s 
reserves diminish.

Fortunately, a patient’s physi-
ological reserve ‘age’ can differ 
from his or her chronological 

age. This is especially true if, 
like Chrissie, they look after 
themselves, keep themselves 
trim, are able to comfortably 
climb up stairs, regularly walk 
30 metres or more across level 
ground, engage in local events 
and family activities, and are 
still able to live reasonably 
independently.

Obviously, age is also not the 
sole limiting factor. Doctors 
also take into account the 
disease process, the prognosis 
with or without surgery, and the 
patient’s own understanding of 
the risks and benefits involved.

But, essentially, it comes down 
to recognising the different 
needs and risks of surgery for 
an increasingly common demo-
graphic group as more and more 
people now live longer.

Happily back in her home, 
Chrissie commented: ‘I am so 
grateful to Mr Gurunathan-
Mani and his theatre staff for 
undertaking what, to me, con-
sidering my age, was obviously a 
risky procedure. The aftercare 
which I received in hospital is 
a credit to the nursing staff and 
the Belford Hospital.’

Although still living inde-
pendently, Chrissie has family – 
a daughter-in-law and nephews 
– close by who visit regularly.

In the 1930s, Chrissie worked 
as a nanny in London for a num-
ber of years before returning to 
the Highlands to care for one of 
her relatives. She was married 
and had two children.

Chrissie Hamill is recuperating 
well at home in Fort William.

Mystery of slate memorial

THE LOCHABER TIMES has 
been asked to unravel a bit 
of a mystery concerning a 
memorial stone carved on a 
piece of slate and discovered 
in a local river, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Last year, when Aaron 
Brennan, from Ireland, was 
over in Lochaber, he noticed 
something in the water at the 
lower falls in Glen Nevis.

Pulling it out from the river, 
Aaron, who has been working 
at a local campsite, discovered 
a dark slate memorial stone, 
measuring about 16 inches in 
length.

On it was carved a simple, 
heartfelt tribute to someone 
named ‘Ruairidh’. Next to the 

message there was a heraldic 
emblem with what looks like 
a shield bearing a stag’s head.

The words read: ‘Ruairidh, 
Goodbyes are not forever, Are 
not the end, It simply means I 
will miss you. Until we meet 
again, forever and always, 
Eilidh and the boys Xxx.’

The section of slate appears 
to have been attached to 
something, either a tree or 
area of stone, by nail, with the 
nail holes now broken, which 
could explain how the slab 
came to be in the water.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times abound his find, Aaron 
told us: ‘I was over here last 
year as well and just came 
across the tablet lying in the 

river at the lower falls. I didn’t 
have time last year to do 
anything about it, and didn’t 
feel right just leaving it lying 
on the ground, so thought 
it best to hang onto it until I 
returned and maybe had a bit 
more time to speak to folk 
about.’

Despite various inquiries 
made by the Lochaber Times, 
including with the Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team, we 
have been unable to discover 
the story behind the memorial 
tablet.

If anyone has any informa-
tion that might help us return 
the tablet to the family that 
erected it, please contact us 
on 01397 703003.

The memorial slate that was found at the lower falls in Glen Nevis.

Councillors 
reassured 
over cladding
LOCHABER councillors have 
been assured there are no local 
authority buildings in their 
areas with the sort of exterior 
cladding which has been 
blamed for the rapid spread of 
the fire at London’s Grenfell 
Tower in June.

Members of the Highland 
Council’s Lochaber Area 
Committee met earlier this 
month and were briefed by 
Fraser Nixon, the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service’s local 
senior officer for Highland, 
who provided an update on 
progress against the priorities 
outlined in the service’s Area 
Committee Plan for Lochaber 
for 2016-2017.

He also gave a presentation 
on the future transformation of 
the fire service, its role in the 
future and how it could be fit 
for purpose.

Group manager Nixon said 
there was a need to transform 
the fire service as there were 
changing risks and challenges 
for the service to meet. This 
is an initial stage in the 
consultation process on the 
transformation, which would 
be followed by formal public 
consultation.

In the discussion which 
followed the briefing, various 
main points were raised 
including a question on the 
Grenfell Tower tragedy.

Billy MacLachlan, councillor 
for Caol and Mallaig, asked 
about cladding on buildings.

Group manager Nixon  
replied: ‘I am not a buildings 
expert but I have been given 
an assurance than none of 
the local authority’s buildings 
in this area has got cladding 
similar to that which was used 
on Grenfell Tower.’

Group manager Nixon also 
told councillors there was no 
intention under the future 
transformation of the fire 
service to centralise services in 
Fort William.

He said the aim was to 
enhance the current services 
provided, including in outlying 
areas, in order to provide a 
better service for communities 
to meet the changing risks 
and challenges. He added that 
there will be a formal public 
consultation to include the use 
of social media, leaflets, public 
meetings, staff engagement 
and on-line surveys.

The committee noted 
the terms of the report as 
circulated.

JUST before local schools broke 
up for their October break, there 
was a special presentation at one 
Fort William Primary. Pupils 
and staff of Lundavra gathered 
together to bid a fond farewell 

to Mrs Alyson Hyde, after five 
years at the school. Prior to that, 
Mrs Hyde worked at other local 
schools in the town, as well as in 
support for early years teaching 
and nursery education.

Lundavra youngsters say 
farewell to popular teacher

Mrs Alyson 
Hyde received a 

presentation from 
sta�  and pupils 

on her retirement 
from teaching at 

Lundavra Primary in 
Fort William.

 Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography
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ORGANISERS of the 
Western Isles Lifestyle 
Lottery are delighted to 
announce that Lewis Croft-
ers Limited is the latest 
local company to support 
the lottery, for which news 
of November’s bolt-on prize 
will shortly be announced.

The lottery has now 
shared out £2,331 in cash 
prizes and more than 
£1,500 has been banked 
in the community funding 
pot to be distributed at the 
end of October taking the 
total raised so far for com-
munity upgrades to £6,200.

The ninth successful 
Western Isles Lifestyle 
Lottery draw was held on 
Saturday October 14 with 
congratulations going to 
the following winners: first 
prize of £161.04, Norman 
Hughson, Stornoway; sec-
ond prize of £67.10, Karen 
Afrin, Stornoway; and third 
prize of £40.26, Margaret 

MacMillan, Eoligarry, Bar-
ra and Vatersay, making her 
Barra’s sixth winner.

The bolt-on prize-winners 
will be announced as soon 
as organisers receive the 
results so another winner 
will receive a cash bonus 
of £250 and another will 
receive a three-bottle 
presentation pack of Barra 
Atlantic Gin.

The organisers thank 
all those who have joined 
the lottery and encourage 
direct debit payments to 
continue their support.

Encouragement is also 
sent out to those who hav-
en’t joined yet so both priz-
es and community pots rise 
further and the benefits can 
be appreciated by islanders 
and tourists.

Tickets can be purchased 
online on www.western-
isleslottery.co.uk or during 
office hours by telephone 
on 0300 30 20 444.

Professor Boyd Robertson, Deborah Mo� att, Sue Geale, 
Mark Wringe and Sir Ian MacDonald.

Linda MacGillivray is retiring.

THE winner of this year’s 
MacDonald of Sleat poetry 
prize is Deborah Moffat 
from the United States.

This is the second year in 
succession that she has won 
the competition. Deborah 
belongs to Vermont but now 
lives in Fife. She began writ-
ing Gaelic poetry in 2013.

The competition, which is 
run by Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
was instituted by Sir Ian 
MacDonald of Sleat in 
memory of his daughter, 
Deborah. The competition 
has an annual tree-related 
theme and this year it was 
a branch or branches. The 
Branch of Hope was the title 
of the poem composed by 
Deborah and selected by the 
panel of three judges.

Deborah received her prize 
from Sir Ian MacDonald at 
a gathering at the Museum 
of the Isles at Armadale on 
Saturday September 30. 

Sir Ian said: ‘I particularly 
liked Deborah’s poem which 
also read like a prayer. My 
daughter Deborah would 
have loved it and under-
stood the feeling and words 
of hope.’

Speaking on behalf of Sab-
hal Mòr Ostaig, principal 
Professor Boyd Robertson 
said: ‘This competition is 
important as it inspires 

people to write new verse 
in our language and  adds 
to the body of literature in 
Gaelic. And it is a felicitous 
way of renewing memories 
of a daughter cut off in her 
prime.’

BRANCH OF HOPE
I was raised on a remote, 
lonely island,
a harsh, unforgiving island,
an island without hope.
 
There was a garden on 
the island, lush with leafy 
trees,
the branches whispering in 
a strange language,
revealing the secrets of the 
world.
 
It was a secluded garden, 
dark, solitary,
a garden without joy, 
without fellowship,
a garden without hope.
 
But at the far edge of the 
garden, a slender branch
of a fertile apple tree 
stretched over the wall,
waving merrily to the 
world.
 
It was a healthy, flourishing 
branch, intrepid,
seeking light, seeking  
knowledge,
a branch of hope.

Appin children have been skiing for many years and the programme will now continue thanks to new sponsorship.

AN APPIN mum has 
written to The Oban Times 
to express her gratitude to 
a local business for spon-
soring the village’s school 
skiing programme.

Fiona Hutchison said: 
‘Appin Primary School has 
been taking children skiing 
for the past 40 years. I was a 
pupil back then and am now 
a parent. It is a great oppor-
tunity for the children as we 
live close to two ski resorts.

‘But it is an expensive 
sport and many parents 
don’t ski, so having the 
opportunity to go with the 
school is a fantastic chance 
for children to learn to ski.

‘It is a skill that they 
keep, like riding a bike, 
and which enables them to 
continue to enjoy the sport 
as they grow up. But it costs 
a lot to take the young ones 
skiing and we are delighted 
to say that Highland Titles 
from Duror have donated 
£500 towards the cost of 
this winter’s skiing.’
� STAFF at Port Appin 
Surgery marked the retire-
ment of practice manager 
Linda MacGillivray last 
Wednesday October 18. 
Linda was a familiar face to 
patients across the Appin 
area, having spent 17 years 
at the surgery.

LOCHABER councillors 
have been assured that 
a much improved robust 
communications plan is 
now in place to keep people 
informed of any future 
problems affecting sailings 
of the Corran Ferry.

Members of Highland 
Council’s Lochaber area 
committee, meeting this 
month, were given an update 
following the chaos caused in 
the summer when the ferry 
broke down at the same time 
as the back-up vessel was out 
of commission.

Members welcomed the 
report, which provided re-
assurance that points raised 
at the previous meeting had 
been addressed.

It was also acknowledged 
that lessons had been 
learned and that the council 
was addressing those and 
that the robust communica-
tions plan was now in place 
for future interruptions to 
the ferry service.

It was also noted that, 
for the first time, it was 
explicitly acknowledged 
by the council that the 
loss in ferry service had a 
significant socio-economic 
consequences for the area, 
and this was very important 
insofar as Lochaber was 
concerned.

In relation to the timing 
for the options appraisal 
for Corran Ferry, it was 
advised that progress on 

this would be made as soon 
as possible.

Officials had been in dis-
cussions with the Highlands 
and Islands Transport Part-
nership in order to scope 
the options appraisal and 
advice on the appointment 
of a private consultant to 
conduct the appraisal.

There is to be a meeting 
with Transport Scotland 
at the end of this month. It 
was agreed the outcome of 
the meeting with Transport 
Scotland on the options 
appraisal, progress with 
the appointment of a con-
sultant and the programme 
for the options appraisal 
be reported to the business 
meeting next month.

Chaos was caused when the ferry broke down while the back-up vessel was unavailable.

A NEW weekly class teach-
ing the Chinese martial art 
of traditional Wing Chun 
is set to open its doors to 
people in the Fort William 
area.

Developed for good 
health, as well as self-de-
fence, Wing Chun, the style 
of kung fu first popularised 
by Bruce Lee, was founded 
in China four centuries ago.

Said to have been created 
by a Buddhist nun who fled 
the burning of the Shaolin 
Temple, Wing Chun does 
not rely on strength or 

physical power, but on tech-
nique and energy, making 
it highly suitable for both 
men and women.

Christened Nevis Wing 
Chun, the new classes will 
be led by Mark Entwistle, 
who has been involved 
in Chinese and Japanese 
martial arts for 35 years 
and practising and teaching 
Wing Chun since 1996.

A training venue location 
will be confirmed once the 
minimum required number 
of beginners (men and 
women aged 16 or over) 

have registered their inter-
est with Nevis Wing Chun.

There will be a single 
introductory weekly class 
to begin with on a night still 
to be decided, which will be 
free, and training will run 
from 7pm-9pm, with the 
aim of a second weekly or 
Saturday morning class if 
numbers permit.

‘When I have started 
classes and clubs in the past, 
my aim has always been 
to create  small, but very 
welcoming training groups, 
promoting open learning, 

mutual respect, personal de-
velopment and enjoyment,’ 
said Mark, who moved to 
Lochaber in July from Kelso 
in the Scottish Borders.

‘But we need a certain 
minimum number to make 
the class viable, so, hope-
fully, there will be enough 
people in the Fort William 
area interested in coming 
along and trying it out.’

For details call 07788 
192080 or email mentwistle
42@ymail.com or check 
out the club’s Facebook 
Page at Nevis Wing Chun.

BUSINESSES are cele-
brating after being crowned 
winners at the prestigious 
Highlands and Islands 
Food and Drink Awards 
2017.

The awards ceremony, 
hosted by Jay Rayner, 
award-winning writer, jour - 
nalist and broadcaster, was 
held in the Kingsmill 
Hotel, Inverness, on Friday 
October 20.

Fifteen winners were 
awarded for their outstand-
ing commitment to the 
industry, including Isle of 
Harris Distillers for Best 
Drink and the Scottish 
Salmon Company for Ex-
port Award.

Four businesses were 
recognised for helping to 

diversify the sector through 
bringing both innovation 
and a new generation of 
workers into the food and 
drinks industry. 

Those awarded in the New 
Product category were Isle 
of Harris Distillers for its 
Isle of Harris Gin and the 
Scottish Salmon Company 
for its native Hebridean 
salmon; Salar Smokehouse 
for New Business; Scottish 
Salmon Company for Inno-
vation; and Donald Macla-
chlan, Salar Smokehouse, 
for Young Shining Star.

The awards are delivered 
with support from High-
lands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE), whose Elaine 
Jamieson said: ‘Again the 
Highlands and Islands 

Food and Drink Awards 
showcased and celebrated 
the best and most inspiring 
products, people and busi-
nesses in our region.’

The awards are supported 
by a number of Scottish 
businesses, including Bid-
food Scotland, Johnston 
Carmichael, Gordon and 
MacPhail, and Booker 
Wholesale.

The winners were: Best 
Drink Award, Isle of Harris 
Distillers; Environment 
Award, The Tomatin 
Distillery Co; Export 
Award, Scottish Salmon 
Company; Food and Drink 
Business Growth, Dunnet 
Bay Distillers;  Health-
ier Food and Drink 
Award, Fishbox; Inde-

pendent Food and Drink 
Retailer, Corner on 
the Square; Innovation 
Award, Scottish Salmon 
Company; New Business 
Award, Salar Smoke-
house; New Product Award 
- Drink, Isle of Harris 
Distillers; New Product 
Award - Food, Scottish 
Salmon Company; Best 
Eatery Award, Frankie 
& Lola’s; Restaurant of 
the Year Award, The 
Whitehouse Restaurant, 
Lochaline; Young Shining 
Star Award, Donald 
Maclachlan, Salar Smoke-
house; Ambassador of 
the Year 2017, John Scott, 
Fearn Farm; Excellence 
Award, The Tomatin Dis-
tillery Co.

More Roamerisms from the late 1980s
� This column is being written in the dark. Nothing 
unusual in that, says you, as you’re often still in the dark 
after reading it. However, on this occasion, the Hydro 
plunged parts of the High Street and all of Monzie 
Square into non-electric no-go areas so that the gang 
could get on with renewing their switchgear. The result 
was a six-hour interruption of supply on Wednesday. 
Across at the Harvester, Archie was up to high doh, 
and doing his doughnut because he couldn’t cater for 
his customers. The Chamber of Commerce couldn’t see 
why the work wasn’t carried out on Sunday or at night 
time. Me? I just couldn’t see. That’s why this is a more 
rambling ‘Column’ than usual.

 � How about the ‘Mobile Shop on the Ben’? Staffed 
by Alison, Billy, Catherine, Doreen, Elizabeth, John, 
Mairi, Morgan and Richard. Most of our heroes and 
heroines are from Barr’s Spar Store in Ballachulish, 
and they had trundled a shopping trolley to the summit 
of Ben Nevis. Their aim was to raise money for charity 
through sponsorship and, as such, they were all Spar-
ring Partners. I bet you’d be surprised if someone came 
up to you at Lochan Meall an-t-Suidhe and offered you 
Irn Bru, crisps and sausage rolls from a supermarket 
trolley. Oh, and newspapers, soap and toiletries  too.

� Isn’t it marvellous that, despite all this new technolo-
gy, a moat forms in the High Street outside the old Post 
Office (or Postoffice), if you prefer) whenever there’s 
more than a shower of rain. Locals and visitors alike 
run the gauntlet – or gumboot  – of splashing or being 
splashed thanks to the muddied waters that build up 
within minutes of the Fort rainfall. Other townspeople 
walk on the Jacobite side of the street – and risk getting 
run over.

� The  referee had failed to turn up for the Fort William 
v Rothes match at Claggan. Another history-making 
episode in the Highland League.  It appears the sched-
uled ref was double booked, having been sent by the 
SFA to run the line at Fraserburgh  in a Qualifying Cup 
tie. But nobody thought to notify either Fort or Rothes. 
As time marched on, home linesman, Chick, took a step 
up, and proceeded to give an exemplary performance 
as the official with the whistle.  The rewards of his 

elevation were many – a larger match fee, the best seat 
in the officials’ dressing room, the pick of the half-time 
sandwiches – and first use of the shower after the game. 
However, next time Chick takes charge, he’ll be requi-
sitioning a stock of yellow and red cards. For the Fort 
fans in the pavilion!
Mind you, John Steel had offered to officiate if there 
was any likelihood of the match being called off. His 
credentials, according to himself, are impeccable 
– ‘Like most referees, I don’t know anything about 
football’! quoth he.

� Bob Murray was telling me that, having read last 
week’s Roamer, the last time he was described as ‘in-
defatigable’ was in 1951 when he organised the Dunlop 
International Cycle Race at Helenvale Park, Parkhead. 
The world’s best wheelers took part, including Reg 
Harris. The subsequent newspaper write-up described 
Bob as ‘the indefatigable co-ordinator’. Prior to Bob’s 
more recent mention in despatches, the last time I 
wrote the word was when Jean Bettridge was on stage at 
a Town Hall concert in the late 1950s, and I praised her 
as ‘the indefatigable pianist’.

� Everything goes in cycles – and circles, I reckon. And 
the way things postal are panning out down Lochaline 
way, the Pony Express will soon be returning there. 
A humorous letter, with a first-class sting in the tail, 
has been sent by Sir Russell Johnston, MP, to Kenneth 
Graham, chairman of the Scottish Postal Board. Sir 
Russell writes, ‘If someone posts a letter in Lochaline 
to someone in Strontian, it goes first from Lochaline 
to Mull, then from Mull to Oban, then from Oban to 
Paisley, then from Paisley to Perth, then from Perth to 
Fort William, then from Fort William to Acharacle – 
and finally from Acharacle to Strontian! This operation 
takes about a week, first class or not’. No wonder he is 
suggesting the use of a post bus. Me? I still think that 
horse power could continue to have a postal part to play.

� The October issue of Lochaber Athletic Club’s ‘Run 
Down’ magazine makes mention of the controversy 
over late entries for last month’s Ben Race. This had 
resulted in some top hill runners being ‘balloted out’ 
of the event. Now, however, Boswell has come up with 
the classic remedy. He writes, ‘Rumour has it that, in a 
few years time, you’ll have to get your name accepted 
before you are born to get into the Ben Race’. How 
things change. Even to gain entry to Fort William Pub-
lic School in the early 1950s, the education authority 
waited until you were 11 or 12.

� Margaret (Beacham) MacDonald had some English 
family visitors to afternoon tea at Armadale. While 
enjoying their cuppa the Sassenachs were very taken by 
Margaret’s cat. However the MacDonald moggie wasn’t 
too appreciative of them.  In fact, it played hard to get. 
So Margaret said, in the interest of north-south rela-
tions, ‘Just go over and clap it ever so gently’. Where-
upon, one of the English house party approached the 
cat, bent down, put his hands together, and gave the cat 
a quiet round of applause. The cat fled – and Margaret 
felt like doing likewise.

� Two Japanese gents turned up at the Wednesday 
lunchtime meeting of the Rotary Club of Lochaber in 
the Grand. Both were Rotary members. In the course 
of very limited conversation – curiously, none of the Lo-
chaber Rotarians can speak Japanese – it emerged that 
one of the visitors was a dentist from Tokyo. Desperate 
to say something that the duo might appreciate the club 
president came out with ‘Oh, you must go and see the 
Japanese plaque in the Parade...’

Fort William Railway Station in 1905.



THE Royal National Mòd is a great 
highlight in the diary of anyone with 
an interest in Highland music, song 
and culture. There is a wide range of 
varied components to attract a vast 
cross-section of society of all ages.

From plumbers to politicians, finan-
ciers to fisherman, marines to middle 
managers – you will find them all 
mingling at the Mòd peppered with 
an age range of revellers from three 
to 90 years old. That is the event’s 
biggest strength – bringing a varied 
group of people who share a common 
interest together. 

Last week’s event in Fort William 
delivered eight days and nights of meet-
ing old friends, making new ones and 
celebrating together in way that is akin 
to the Highlands’ and Islands’ very own 
extra Christmas and New Year.

The Mòd certainly has some draw-
backs and shortcomings as cannot be 
avoided in such a large production, but 
the overall effect is greatly positive, 
and any criticisms I have of the event 

are minor compared with my larger 
view of it and the positive contribution 
it makes to our culture. I have my own 
specific Mòd dislikes and prejudices 
and it would be disingenuous not to 
make mention of some.

Listening to Gaelic singing, 
especially in a group format, is my 
favourite musical experience but, try 
as I may, I cannot adapt my taste to be 
able to enjoy all but some of the choral 
arrangements. To my simple ear, the 
prescribed settings largely clash with 
the simple beauty of the raw material.

This is very much down to personal 
taste, and in no way is it a slant on the 
hard work, skill and other positive 
attributes of this genre. However, 
there would be value in adding to the 
group singing competitions an outlet 
for more traditional and simple forms 
of arrangement and delivery. 

I would love to hear 30 choristers belt 
out Sìne Bhàn in the freer style heard 
in the traditional medal competition, 
with subtle and simple harmonies 
adding to a strong unison element. 

The solo components have moved 
significantly in the right direction 
over recent years in this regard and 

I would like to see the ensemble 
elements do likewise. Robert Nairn 
and Jimmy Cameron leading the 
‘Garrison’ choristers would be in with 
a good chance of a prize next year in 
that competition.

On a personal note, I am very proud 
of our long-time musical collaborator 
and Skipinnish wife Rachel Walker, as 
last week she was named the Mòd gold 
medallist of 2017 at her home Mòd.

Her group, Lochaber Gaelic Choir, 
which she leads as conductor, also 
lifted the Margaret Duncan Memorial 
Trophy. These are two great accom-
plishments in their own right, but to 
achieve both at the same Mòd is an 
outstanding feat and is a reflection of 
her great talent, her hard work and her 
lifelong commitment to Gaelic song.

The Mòd is a unique event and, as 
it continues to develop and evolve, 
its 115-year history has laid a strong 
foundation on which to move forward 
and continue to support and promote 
one of the richest musical cultures in 
the world.

Fort William 2017 was a great 
success and Dunoon 2018 is greatly 
anticipated.
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Days gone by – the Mòd

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

We published this picture in The Oban Times on October 12 as part of our Mòd preview but did not have names. How-
ever, Patricia Campbell from Peebles was kind enough to write to say it is the Glenorchy Gaelic Choir in 1935-36. And 
they are, back row, left to right: John (Jock) Campbell, George Marjoriebanks, Rev Adam Anderson, Calum MacPhail, 

John Cameron, Dan Campbell, James Robertson, Archie MacCallum (conductor); middle row: Margaret Robertson, 
Mrs Hardie, Miss Carmichael, Mrs MacLaren, Miss Campbell; front row: Miss Cameron, Mrs Bettie Campbell, Miss Sally 

Scott, Miss Alice MacLean, Miss Ina Urquhart, Miss Sheila Cameron, Miss Diana Marjoriebanks, Miss Bella Fisher.

Social media

There is much to be grateful for in the Lochaber area at 
present, not the least of which has been the substantial 

boost to the local economy from the Royal National Mòd, 
which has just concluded in Fort William.

However, another highly positive story we report this 
week is the completion of the £4 million hydroelectric 
scheme that is powering the Nevis Range base station 
and gondola.

It was a measure of the development’s importance that 
Paul Wheelhouse, the Scottish Government minister 
for business, innovation and energy, joined those from 

the Nevis Range Hydro Company, the sister business 
to Nevis Range Mountain Experience in Lochaber, for 
Monday’s special ceremony to mark the occasion.

As Mr Wheelhouse said: ‘This £4 million investment 
will ensure a financially and environmentally sustaina-
ble power supply to support vital local economic activity 
at Aonach Mor, including skiing and mountain biking.’

The development also marks the completion of a 
significant civil engineering project which presented a 
number of challenges that were overcome, not the least 
of which was its remoteness. Well done to all concerned.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks for making 
Mòd shop a success
Sir,
May I through your columns thank 
everyone who was involved in making 
a success of the Mòd shop.

The adaptable team of volunteers 
made it a very happy place to work in 
thanks to the donators of first-class 
goods and the customers who bought 
them, the bakers who supplied us 
with cakes, pancakes, scones and me-
ringues for the benefit of customers 
and staff alike and also the musi-
cians and singers who entertained at 
the Saturday afternoon ceilidhs.

We raised more than £6,000 which 
will help with the cost of bringing the 
Mòd to Fort William.

By requests from volunteers and 
customers and the help of Stewart 
Maclean and John MacDonald, the 
shop will remain open three days 
a week until Christmas. All funds 
raised during that period will be 
shared between the local mòd, Meir 
Lochaber and Lochaber Rural Edu-
cation Trust. Thank you all.

Isabel Campbell MBE,
Mòd shop convener.

Volunteers deserve 
a pat on the back
Sir,
Your newspaper will rightly celebrate 
the considerable success of Lochaber 
entrants in the Royal National Mòd 
just finished but, as a community, 
we must extend our appreciation to 
the army of volunteers who worked 
tirelessly to raise funds and then to 
ensure that all went well.

The team was led by the local com-
mittee and I hope that no-one will 
mind me identifying Ronald Cameron 
and Anthony Oliver as convener and 
chief steward respectively who carried 
out these pivotal leadership roles.

Ten years ago at Mòd 2007, I was 
vice-convener under the late, cele-
brated Charlie MacColl and so have 
some understanding of the huge effort 
involved. Is math a rinn sibh.

John C Hutchison,
Taigh na Coille, 
Badabrie, Fort William.

All craft workers 
were accommodated
Sir,
I was puzzled to read your article 
‘Fort knitter left disappointed at the 
Mòd showcase confusion’ (Lochaber 
Times, October 19), especially as the 
lady in question, Isabel MacPhee did 
have a table to showcase her work.

There did appear to have been some 
miscommunication on behalf of other 
craft workers. However, as soon as 
this was discovered Seonag Anderson 
did everything in her power to sort it 
out, and at extremely short notice.

While sharing a table is not an ideal 
situation for anyone, it is always better 
to have a presence at a showcase event 
than none at all.

As it was, Seonag managed to ensure 
everyone was accommodated with 

their own table. I, for one, would like 
to offer Seonag a very big thank you. 
Her organisational skills are second 
to none.

Tapadh leibh,
Mary Carol Souness,
Kennedy Road, Fort William.

Millennium Garden is 
a wonderful asset
Sir,
I’d like to record our gratitude to the 
staff at Homebase in Oban for kindly 
supplying potting compost, gravel and 
plants free of charge to fill a large 
planter at the Millennium Garden 
beside Atlantis Leisure.

Funds raised by the Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark have been used 
to upgrade the garden from time to 
time and Keep Oban Beautiful has 
volunteered to maintain and enhance 
the garden into the future. It was 
planted originally to celebrate the 
millennium using trees and shrubs 
donated by a number of gardens in 
the area, and is intended for the en-
joyment of all.

We’re hoping to extend the flower-
ing season and possibly put in some 
more seating and, used with care and 
respect, the garden will continue to be 
a wonderful asset to the area.

Maurice Wilkins,
Keep Oban Beautiful.
 

Conservative tax hike 
has hit whisky hard
Sir,
I agree with Councillor Redman’s 
view that Islay is a wonderful place 
to visit and I would add a wonderful 
place to live and work (Letters, The 
Oban Times, October 12).

However, I suggest he thinks about 
the following comments made by the 
Scotch Whisky Association. ‘Philip 
Hammond’s damaging 3.9 per cent 
duty hike has hit UK demand for 
Scotch and has seen less money going 
into the Treasury.’

Sales of whisky in the UK have fallen 
in the past year. Despite that, in 2015 
£124 million in duty and in 2016 £229 
million in duty went into the Treasury.

To underline the point, Phillip Ham-
mond is the Conservative Chancellor. 
Maybe Councillor Redman could 
inquire why more of this money isn’t 
coming back to Islay.

He is making simplistic points about 
a complicated economic  situation.

Ann Humphreys,
Islay.

Another bit of Oban 
history is now gone
Sir,
Another piece of Oban history has 
now gone.

Gillies’ farm, Dalintart, has been 
demolished. It was the former home of 
Anne Lorne Gillies, the well-known 
singer. It has been removed as part of 
the new high school development.

The farm, latterly used as a stable 
for horses on the fields and hills 

above Oban, used to straddle the new 
footpath leading to the football pitch 
at Glencruitten from the new school.

But after the horses had left (evicted 
by the council), it had become ruinous 
and was deemed to be dangerous and 
was being used for illicit gatherings. 
The diggers have now cleared all 
evidence that it existed.

John Burton,
Dalintart Drive, Oban.
 

Who makes decisions 
on council budget?
Sir,
How do we spend our money? There 
are difficult decisions to set our prior-
ities as a community.

I would like to hear what Argyll and 
Bute Council’s economic develop-
ment department is actually doing.

The lady in charge of the pier and 
pontoons has delivered. It’s a pity we 
didn’t have her eight years ago.

That brings me to the regeneration 
of Dunstaffnage and the airport sites. 
The airport has a road but, after two 
years, only weeds are growing on the 
site.

We are waiting for a road at Dun-
staffnage but that has stalled. What is 
happening? When jobs are going and 
services are being cut, it should be 
those people who fail to deliver who 
go first.

The council and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise are now starting a 
five-year study of potential business 
sites in the town. 

Five years? They have got to be 
kidding.

Oban is gridlocked with traffic, 
and we need to know now what extra 
parking can be provided. We need 
good toilet facilities for the town – it 
is disgraceful what we offer at present.

The Millpark garage site has been 
left abandoned since the fire. What’s 
happening to that site?

There are so many issues to discuss 
about Oban and its surrounding area 
which I am sure are in some master-
plan, so let’s be told what our council-
lors are going to do. We should have 
a public meeting in the Corran Halls 
before these crucial budget decisions 
are made.

Neil MacIntyre,
Oban.

Painful loss of two 
Highland gentlemen
Sir,
I would like to thank Jamie McGrigor 
for his generous and percipient tribute 
to Coll MacDougall in his letter to 
The Oban Times dated October 19.

Coll and I were classmates in Rock-
field and Oban High School from 
1943 until we left to attend different 
universities.

His sparky character and wide-
ranging interests always stood out.

It has been a sad year for the Class 
of ’43 with the loss of Coll and also 
the passing of Iain MacArthur (‘The 
Doc’) – two very kind and extraordi-
nary Highland gentlemen.

Professor Colin A Vincent,
Port Appin and Newport-on-Tay.

SIUD MÒD EILE SEACHAD ma-
thà, agus bha e fìor mhath.

Meal-a- naidheachd air buill na Co-
mataidh Eagrachaidh Ionadail a chuir 
cùisean air dòigh cho ealanta, agus 
leithid eile air muinntir Loch Abair 
airson an cuid aoigheachd fhialaidh 
dìreach mar a bha sinn a’ sùileachadh. 
Fhuair sinn mòran mar a bhiodh dùil 
againn agus fhuair sinn cuideachd, 
saoilidh mise, beagan a bharrachd mis-
neachaidh na bha san amharc. Thàinig 
a’ mhisneachadh sin à caochladh àitean, 
eadar àireamh nam farpaiseach a gh-
abh pàirt, ìre na fileantachd a chualas, 
agus ìre aithne na coimhearsnachd air 
na bha a’ tachairt a thaobh dualchais 
a bhuineadh dhaibhsan. Thug latha de 
chur iomain air a lìbhrigeadh an ìre 
mhath air fad tro mheadhan Gàidhlig 
is Gaeilge togail air leth, a dh’aindeoin 
uisge is gaoth.

Gun teagamh bha buannachd dha 
sgiobaidhean oigridh agus dheugaire-
an Alba na chuideachadh, agus ged 
a chaill sgioba nan nigheanan cha b’ 
e nàrachadh sam bith a bha sin an 
aghaidh chaileagan làidir ealanta 
Èirinn a Tuath.

Ach na mo bheachd pearsanta, bha 

na chualas bho Iar Phrìomh Mhin-
istear na h-Alba, Iain Swinney, aig 
fosgladh a’ Mhòid, na bhrosnachadh 
àraid nuair a thuirt e gun robh esan 
a’ cur làn-thaic ri leasachadh na 
Gàidhlig agus gun dèanadh e a h-uile 
dad is urrainn gus an iomairt sin a 
chuideachadh air adhart. 

Gun teagamh ‘s e gnìomh a dhear-
bhas ach tha mi a’ creidsinn gum 
bheil Mgr Swinney a’ ciallachadh na 
thuirt e, agus nuair a chuirear sin an 
lùib na taice thar-phàrtaidh a tha ga 
ghealltainn, tha fhios gur e adhbhar 
misneachaidh a tha an sin.

Nam òraid fhìn aig an fhosgladh bha 
mi a’ moladh gun d’ rachadh am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail, agus na Mòdan 
Ionadail, aithneachadh mar phàirt 
chudromach den daineamaig a tha a’ 
brosnachadh cleachdadh na Gàidhlig 
feadh na dùthcha. Tha obair-deasa-
chaidh nam Mòdan a’ dol fad na 
bliadhna, agus theagamh gum bheil 
mòran dhaoine nach eil mothachail 
gun robh, mar eisimpleir, air a’ bhli-
adhna seo a dh’fhalbh, deasachadh a’ 
dol ma choinneimh cheithir Mhòdan 
Nàiseanta a bharrachd air sia deug 
Mhòdan Ionadail. Gun teagamh 

tha na Mòdan uile nam fianais air 
saothair shaor-thoileach mhìltean de 
shluagh feadh na dùthcha, an dà chuid 
mar fharpaisich agus luchd-taice, 
agus tha na Mòdan sin cuideachd, mar 
eisimpleir, a’ brosnachadh cheudan 
gus pàirt a ghabhail ann an còisirean 
Gàidhlig a tha gan sònrachadh fhèin 
a thaobh ealantas ciùil. Ach mar a 
dh’èirich leis a h-uile tachartas, tha 
feum aig Mòdan air maoineachadh 
cuideachd agus às aonais taic airgid 
cha ghabhadh an cur air adhart, 
agus tha e iomchaidh dhuinn a bhith 
taingeil airson taic airgid bhuidhnean 
poblach agus bhon roinn phrìob-
haidich gus cuideachadh le bhith gan 
lìbhrigeadh, agus tha sinn taingeil 
cuideachd gum bheil an Riaghaltas 
mothachail air a chuid dleastanais a 
thaobh na Gàidhlig agus a dualchas.

THANK YOU LOCHABER for an 
excellent National Mòd. Thanks also 
to all who worked so hard to make 
it happen, and to sponsors whose 
support funded it.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Plans to redraw UK parliamentary 
boundaries to create two huge new 
constituencies for Argyll, Lochaber 
and the Highlands drew � erce criti-
cism.
Allan Strang Jnr advised: ‘Best left the 
way it is.’
Michael Magnay lamented: ‘Fort 
William in Argyll.....nooooooo.’
Sam Wotton suggested: ‘You will 
probably see Tory boundaries expand-
ing and other parties shrinking.’
Philip Macdonald posted: ‘its their 
plan to expand tory boundries and 
lessen other parties seats the tories 
are trying to legaly � x elections so it 
swings in their favour.’
Helen Turley wrote: ‘Extending 
boundaries would not work as no 
guarantee voters in larger area would 
vote for them.’
Ross McNab said: ‘If it’s not broken 
don’t � x it.’
Mark Stuart simply said: ‘OMG!’
Terence Nelson Time for Brendan MP’s 
Helicopter Fund.’

In our Mòd preview of October 12, we published this photograph. Hugh 
MacQueen from Luing writes to say they are Hugh MacPherson (just out 
of the picture on the left), Christina MacDougall, Freddie MacKenzie, Ann 

MacDougall, Hugh MacQueen and Peter Sinclair celebrating Christina and 
Hugh  winning Mòd medals at Loch Abar in 1985.
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Developing the Young Workforce Events

Lochaber Ideas Week
 November 13-17, 2017

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Twitter: https://twitter.com/lochaberchamber                                            Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LochaberChamberLochaber Chamber of Commerce on Twitter: https://twitter.com/lochaberchamber                                            Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LochaberChamber

Interested in mentoring but not sure where to 
begin?

Come along to our ‘Inspiring Young Minds- An 
Introduction to Mentoring’ workshop as part 
of Lochaber Ideas Week, where you will learn 
practical mentoring skills from expert facilitators. 
This workshop is ideal for businesses who cur-
rently employ young people, interns or supervise 
work experience placements - there’s something 
for everyone.

This is a fantastic opportunity to develop you own 
skills and then pass them on to our future workforce.

This event will be taking place on Tuesday 14th 
November at 2pm in The Moorings Hotel.

What Business Wants! 
Following on from our introduction to mentoring 

at 5.30pm we have an opportunity for education 
staff and employers to come together and discuss 
what employers see as valuable employability 
characteristics in young people and what the im-
minent challenges facing business when it comes 
to staffing, skills and employability.

We think that, in order to further build links and 
understanding between employers and education, 
an opportunity for teachers, SDS staff and em-
ployers to get together and discuss the challenges 
they face, learn about the differing perspectives 
and objectives that various stakeholders face, and 
how these may possibly conflict, may be helpful in 
building a better understanding.

These events are brought to you by DYW West 
Highland. Developing the Young Workforce 
(DYW), is a Scottish Government Youth Employ-
ment strategy, to reduce youth unemployment by 
40% by 2021, in response to the recommenda-

tions in the Wood Commission report. There are 
21 regional DYW groups in Scotland, leading and 
driving the change in employers’ engagement with 
schools and colleges.

DYW West Highland is hosted by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, and we are based in Fort 
William. We work collaboratively with The High-
land Council, Skills Development Scotland, Partner 
Agencies, Secondary Schools and Colleges (West 
Highland College UHI and Sabhal Mòr Ostaig). By 
working together, we can help employers shape the 
future workforce of the West Highlands and help 
better prepare young people for the world of work.

Our DYW team cover Lochaber, Skye and West-
er Ross – where we aim to expand opportunities 
to young people, through employer-led initiatives, 
so that they gain valuable workplace skills and 
further education opportunities, making them 
more attractive to employers.

To find out more about DYW West highland 
visit https://www.dywwesthighland.org

FREE Tickets for both these events are available 
on Eventbrite or contact the Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce office on 01397 705765 for more 
information!

Inspiring Young Minds: An introduction to mentoring

Broadband 
boost for 
rural areas
MORE than 800,000 premises 
in Scotland can now benefit 
from fibre broadband, following 
34,000 connections in the past 
six months, according to the 
Scottish Government.

The £428m Digital Scotland 
Superfast Broadband (DSSB) 
scheme is on track to meet its 
target of 95 per cent by the end 
of this year, said an official.

Rural Economy Secretary Fer-
gus Ewing said: ‘Fast internet 
connection is vital to the eco-
nomic and social wellbeing of 
our rural communities, support-
ing businesses and improving 
lives of local people.

‘Last year we made faster pro-
gress than any other part of the 
UK and we are on-track to meet 
our programme for government 
commitment of 95 per cent 
coverage by the end of this year.

‘However, these upgrades 
are not automatic. I would 
encourage more people to check 
whether they are eligible on the 
DSSB website and contact a ser-
vice provider of their choice to 
start receiving faster broadband.

‘I am not complacent - I am 
aware that those who do not have 
access are at a disadvantage and 
our job is not done until everyone 
is connected. We are now focus-
ing on the next steps to achieve 
100 per cenrt coverage by 2021.’

Robert Thorburn, Openreach 
digital partnership director for 
Scotland, said: ‘We’re working 
flat out to bring high-speed fibre 
broadband to as many Scottish 
communities and households as 
possible and we’re continuing to 
make good progress. 

‘It’s fantastic to be reaching 
smaller communities and it 
means many people in these plac-
es can now order their fastest-ever 
broadband speeds from a range of 
providers. With around a third of 
homes and businesses upgraded 
to fibre, there’s plenty of scope for 
more Scots to benefit.’

Oban Gaelic Choir narrowly missed out on winning the prestigious Lovat and Tullibardine Shield for the second time in three years. The choir, which is led by 
conductor Sileas Sinclair, � nished two points behind Dingwall at this year’s Mòd Loch Abar. Oban have won the competition 10 times since its inception in 1903. The 

most recent came in 2015 when they lifted the shield on their home turf at the Corran Halls. You have to scroll back to 1994 to � nd the second last time, when they 
won it in Dunoon. On the choir’s Facebook page, they wrote: ‘Wow. We came second in the Lovat [and Tullibardine Shield]. Congratulations to Dingwall Gaelic Choir 

who pipped us to the post. What a competition.’ Oban Gaelic Choir will be on hand to treat anyone su� ering from a dose of post-Mòd blues. They are performing 
alongside Taynuilt and various other choirs in St John’s Cathedral at 7.30pm on Friday November 24 as part of Oban Winter Festival.  17_43MODdm08_fridaychoirs.

Oban Gaelic Choir narrowly misses out on shield

Island celebrates as Barra’s 
Laura goes back to school
THE teenager from Barra who 
was seriously injured in the 
Manchester terror attack has now 
returned to school.

Laura MacIntyre, 15, is back 
at Castlebay Community School, 
where she is ‘making progress’.

Laura attended an Ariana 
Grande concert at the Manches-
ter Arena on May 22 when a bomb 
was detonated, killing 22 people.

One of the victims who died 
in the attack was Laura’s friend, 

14-year-old Eilidh MacLeod, who 
was also from Barra.

Laura returned home at the end 
of August.

Following the incident in May, 
the Castlebay pupil was treated in 
the Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital before being transferred 
to a hospital Glasgow in July. She 
received severe injuries to her 
hand and legs.

A spokesman for Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar confirmed the news, 
saying: ‘Everyone is very pleased 
that Laura is back at school and 
making progress.’

Western Isles (Na h-Eileanan an 

Iar) MP Angus Brendan MacNeil 
said: ‘We are all delighted that 
Laura is progressing so much, 
despite the hard route she had to 
endure, but it is great she is going 
back to school.

‘She is a girl with a good, sharp 
academic mind and will, I’m sure, 
be delighted to be back in school 
and with her peers.’

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘People in Barra and 
throughout the islands are really 

delighted that Laura is making 
such progress and that she is back 
at school. People feel a real sense 
of respect and affection for her 
and for her family. I wish her all 
the best.’

Laura’s parents, Micheal 
and Nan MacIntyre issued a 
statement when their daughter 
was able to return home at the 
end of August, saying: ‘We are 
delighted that Laura has been 
able to return home to Barra. She 

continues to amaze us every day 
with her strength and bravery and 
we’ve looked forward to this day 
for a long time.

‘We’d like to thank everyone 
who has helped Laura and our 
family get here, from the first 
responders to the doctors and 
nurses in Manchester and Glas-
gow, and the Ronald McDonald 
charity which supported us while 
we were away.

‘We now want to return to as 

much of a normal life as possible 
and would appreciate time and 
privacy to focus on Laura’s long-
term recovery.’

The community of Barra 
continues to support the families 
affected, as do people from 
further afield. Following the 
attack, Alan Anderson created 
a crowdfunding campaign to 
help towards any financial costs 
they may face. He wrote: ‘We 
are trying to raise some money 

towards the costs associated with 
the families of Eilidh MacLeod 
and Laura MacIntyre.

‘Two young girls who left the 
island of Barra to go to a concert 
and were caught up in the terrible 
events in Manchester.’

In just seven hours, the page had 
received more than £15,000 and 
in June of this year the campaign 
surpassed its target of £40,000, 
when 1,633 people donated, 
raising a total of £42,497.

Laura Macintyre.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Football

South Lochaber Thistle    6
Bosswell     5
Greater Glasgow AFL

Taylor nets 
twice but
the Fort
still fall
to Turriff

Lochaber club 
lottery numbers

Turriff United   6
Fort William   2
Highland League

Mixed fortunes for Lochaber 
boxers at novice championships

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club had mixed fortunes last 
weekend as their season kicked 
off in earnest at the preliminary 
stages of the Scottish novice 
championships held at Ravens-
craig in Motherwell.

Unbeaten senior welterweight 
Dawid Jarzab progressed to this 
weekend’s quarter-finals with 
a devastating one-punch finish 
in the final round of his bout 
against Blantyre Miners’ Ciaran 
Casson.

Admittedly, Jarzab didn’t 
produce his best performance 
against an ungainly opponent 
but can be happy with the man-
ner he ended the contest.

Casson was the busier boxer in 
the opener while Jarzab, clearly 
being the classier operator, let 
the Blantyre boxer outwork him 
to pinch the round.

Showing a bit more urgency in 
the next round, Jarzab contin-
ued to utilise a busy jab while 
the wilder Casson threw more 
combinations.

However, with the round 
drawing to a close the Lochaber 
boxer finally broke free from his 
lethargy. Jarzab began to switch 
the area of his attacks between 

body and head and this almost 
immediately paid dividends 
with Casson struggling to 
defend against the variety of 
punches coming his way.

The last round continued in 
the same vein as Jarzab finally 
managed to put some concen-
trated pressure on Casson, 
forcing the Blantyre boxer to 
the ropes, and culminating in a 
single huge backhand cross that 
downed Ciaran. Although he 
struggled to his feet, the Blan-
tyre boxer was on rubber legs 
and the referee had no option 
but to stop the contest.

Jarzab is joined in the second 
week of the competition by 
15-year-old Eryk Wrobel as Lo-
chaber Phoenix hope to make it a 
Polish one-two for Fort William.

Eleven-year-old Josh Dieguno 
was unlucky to be drawn against 
the very accomplished Taylor 
Gough from Renfrewshire early 
in the competition.

All three rounds followed a 
very similar fashion with both 
boxers working behind their 
jab and looking to use quick 
footwork to move in and out of 
range.

A reluctance to throw his 

backhand maybe cost Dieguno 
this bout as every round was 
closely contested and there 
wasn’t a huge gap between the 
two boxers. This bout would 
have been more suited as a final 
rather than a preliminary bout.

All three of these boxers and 
more will be on display on 
Saturday evening, November 4, 
when Lochaber Phoenix hold 
their latest show at the Nevis 
Centre. An exciting evening of 
action is expected and to order 
tickets contact either the venue 
or anyone connected with the 
club.

The following Saturday af-
ternoon the club hold a charity 
fundraiser to raise money for 
local man Gary Campbell who 
has been struck down with MS 
at the young age of only 29.

The money will go towards a 
fund for Gary to hopefully re-
ceive stem cell treatment which 
will greatly improve his quality 
of life.

The event is free to enter any 
time from 12.30pm and will last 
until around 4pm.Dawid Jarzab.

Boxing

Magic Munro 
rescues Jags from 
Boswell scare

THE SOUTH Lochaber 
Thistle management team were 
relieved to record a victory over 
Boswell in the end after making 
life difficult for themselves 
once again this season.

Thistle started the brighter of 
the two teams, finding them-
selves 2-0 up within the first 
15 minutes as Martin Munro 
twice cut inside from the left 
to curl the ball into the top far 
corner of the net. Shortly after, 
Erik Tot slotted neatly past the 
keeper for a third.

In keeping with Thistle’s 
season so far, they let the 
opposition back into the game. 
Boswell hit back quickly and 
forced it back to 3-3 before the 
break.

The half-time team talk 
seemed to jolt Thistle back 
into life as Martin Munro 
was fouled and a penalty was 
awarded to the home side 
early in the second half, with 
David Forbes converting the 
spot-kick. Lochaber continued 
to push and Martin Munro 
completed his hat-trick to 
compound Boswell’s misery.

Thistle carried on dominating 
the game and substitute Craig 
Cameron must have felt he’d 
put the game to bed with the 
sixth goal for SLT.

However, Boswell rallied well 
and clawed back two goals in 
the last 10 minutes which made 
for a tense final few minutes of 
the match.

Luckily for the Jags, Boswell 
ran out of time and the three 
points stayed in Kinlochleven.

Man of the match: Martin 
Munro.

This Saturday Thistle travel to 
Crown Point Sports Complex to 
take on St Thomas.

TWO second-half goals from 
the boot of Fort’s Liam Taylor 
saved the blushes for the visitors 
to Turriff’s ground at The 
Haughs on Saturday.

Fort had got off to the worst 
possible start in this Highland 
League clash, when Turriff 
were awarded a penalty on the 
14-minute mark.

Darren Wood slotted the ball 
home and the rest of the first 
half proved a torrid 45 minutes 
for Fort as the home side netted 
another four times to give them 
a commanding 5-0 lead by the 
half-time whistle.

But after the interval it was 
a different Fort side looking 
determined to claw back some 
respectability to the scoreline.

And it was on the 56-minute 
mark that Taylor netted the 
first of his brace, followed 11 
minutes later by the second.

It still left the visitors with a 
mountain to climb and the final 
nail in Fort’s coffin was ham-
mered in by Adam Cross getting 
his first goal for Turriff when he 
hit the ball into the back of the 
net for goal number six for The 
Haughs side.

Fort were due to play Nairn at 
home last night (Wednesday) 
and this Saturday are at home 
again at Claggan Park, where 
they take on Wick Academy.

THE NUMBERS drawn in the 
Caol Regeneration lotto were 
2, 12 and 20. Betty Liddell won 
last week’s jackpot of £300. 
There will now be a jackpot for 
£100 for next Thursday’s draw.

The Ballachulish Shinty Club 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 1, 4 and 6. There were no 
winning tickets this week so 
there is a £1,600 jackpot up for 
grabs next week.

This week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 2, 12 
and 20. There were no winners 
this week. There will now be 
£900 in the pot for next week’s 
draw on Thursday, October 26.

Football

Primary youngsters 
take part in schools 
basketball event

Sammy’s Indoor 
Winter League 
kicks o� 

THE NEW season of Sammy’s 
Indoor Winter League kicked 
off in the Nevis Centre last 
Sunday.

Results Week 1: Borussia 
Fortmund 7 v 4 HWE; Dog-
house Thistle 24 v 1 Snorting 
Lisbon; Goon Squad 7 v 1 
Expected Toulouse; Fiorentina 
Turner 9 v 0 Young Team; Balla 
13 v 3 Arse n All; Portowcy 7 v 
2 Gozo’s.

The new season of the Sammy’s Indoor Winter League kicked o�  
in the Nevis Centre last Sunday with Borussia Fortmund facing 

HWEnergy in the � rst match. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Indoor football

BasketballA TOTAL of 158 pupils from 
eight local primary schools at-
tended this year’s P7 basketball 
festival, held at Lochaber High 
School.

The event was organised by 
PE and Active Schools staff 
with high school pupils helping 
to run the day.

For many P7 pupils, this 
was their first visit to the high 
school. The pupils were split 
into teams on arrival, giving 
them a chance to meet, mix and 
work with P7 pupils from other 
schools, in preparation for next 
year’s transition up into first 
year.

The festival was split into two 
sessions, one in the morning 
attended by Lundavra, Caol, St 
Columba’s RC and Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar and in 
the afternoon by pupils from 
Banavie, Spean, Invergarry and 
Inverlochy.

Each team was managed on 
the day by an S2 pupil who 
looked after their players, 
giving support, advice and feed-
back.  S6 pupils Alan and Jack 
Hamilton, Eoghan MacArthur, 
Cian Kirk and Ruaridh Cant 
refereed the games, ensuring 
fair play.

At the basketball festival, 
with matches taking place on 
three courts simultaneously, 
each team played six others in a 
round robin format. Points were 
awarded for wins and draws and 
then added up to give the final 
results.

The winners of the morn-
ing sessions were Viktorja 
Ludborza, Liam Martin, Jack 
Fairburn and Nerea Hall Seo-
ane from Lundavra, Karla Don-
aldson and Jamie McMaster 

from Caol and Calum MacLean 
from St Columba’s with S2 team 
manager Aidan Love.

The afternoon session was 
won by Kirsty Allott, Jack 
Kearney and Iona Dignan from 
Inverlochy Primary, Dylan 
Martin from Banavie and 
Alisdair MacGillivray from 

Spean, with S2 team manager, 
Ethan Cairns. Active Schools 
co-ordinator Bridget Thomas 
commented: ‘The standard of 
play was very high last year. It’s 
great to see so many youngsters 
enjoying sport together. The 

high school pupils were instru-
mental in the success of this 
festival and, in fact, in many 
others run throughout the year.   
Thanks also go to Lochaber 
High School PE department for 
its support.’

The winners of the morning sessions were Viktorja Ludborza, Liam Martin, Jack Fairburn and Nerea 
Hall Seoane from Lundavra, Karla Donaldson and Jamie McMaster from Caol and Calum MacLean 

from St Columba’s with S2 team manager Aidan Love. 

Some of the young basketball stars who won the afternoon 
session of the primary schools competition held at Lochaber 

High School: Kirsty Allott, Jack Kearney and Iona Dignan from 
Inverlochy Primary, Dylan Martin from Banavie and Alisdair 

MacGillivray from Spean, with S2 team manager, Ethan Cairns.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 26, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.28 1.7 09.06 3.4 15.49 2.0 21.04 3.2
Fri 04.21 1.9 09.58 3.2 16.50 2.1 21.55 2.9
Sat 05.27 2.1 11.33 3.0 18.03 2.2  **.** 2.2
Sun 00.11 2.8 06.42 2.1 13.56 3.1 19.23 2.1
Mon 02.20 2.9 08.00 1.9 14.45 3.4 20.34 1.8
Tues 03.05 3.2 09.00 1.7 15.24 3.6 21.25 1.5
Wed 03.41 3.4 09.44 1.4 15.59 3.9 22.06 1.2             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
12

11

Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate West South Westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate North Westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate West North Westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.


