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Don’t forget 
to turn your
clocks back 
this weekend

Cheap fares 
could bring
roads chaos

Gonzalo visits west Highlands but 
doesn’t leave a lasting impression 

Congregation of 
Gaelic choirs ends 
Inverness 2014

Gas testing to be carried out in town

Fellow motorists 
help crash victim

STORM-TOSSED: tour vessel ‘Elizabeth G’ lies beached on the Oban Esplanade foreshore. Photo: Stephen Lawson

OBAN AND MULL FACING DRAMATIC RISE IN TRAFFIC

URGENT action is required to 
prevent Oban grinding to a halt as 
an estimated 65,000 extra vehicles 
a year make their way through the
town heading for Mull. 

That’s the view of community
groups and politicians ahead of the
introduction of the Scottish gov-
ernment’s Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) next October which will
slash the cost of travel to Mull to as 
little as £27 for return tickets. The
current average return car journey
costs £67.

Oban’s ferry terminal will rise
between 35  to 55 per cent.

Community groups, on both sides
of the water, are urging government 
planners to consider the implica-

the proposed introduction of hourly
ferry sailings without improving 
the roads infrastructure in Oban 
and Mull.

Steve Willis, of Mull community 
council, said: ‘We need to think 
seriously about the implications
of increased sailings and reduced 
costs on the ferry network. 

‘It will mean there is a huge

and Oban will become the biggest 
car park in Scotland as no one can 
move anywhere.’

When RET was introduced to 

saw the roads go into meltdown.
There was also a lack of infra-

structure such as roads, toilets and 
accommodation.

Lack of consideration to the long
term effects in Oban are worrying, 

say residents. John Miller, a van 
driver, from Soroba said: ‘When 

broken last year, it took me an 
extra 20 minutes to an hour to get 
through the town. One problem 
in Oban can cause chaos because 
there is nowhere else to go. 

‘With an extra 65,000 cars a year 
and the unrelenting nature of the 
ferry every hour - we need to think 
about a new road.’

George Berry, community coun-
cillor and van driver, said: ‘There 
should be no work undertaken in

ment appraisal has been completed. 
The town is a nightmare already.’

Alan Reid, Argyll and Bute MP, 
said: ‘RET alone is not a solution - 
infrastructure has to go along with
it.

‘On Mull, the roads are badly in
need of improvement. Something 
must be done. A study for both 
Oban and Mull has to be completed 

undertaken, as soon as possible.’
A spokesman for Transport 

Scotland, the government agency 
behind RET, said: ‘We would 
expect a reduction in fares to lead 
to an increase in demand on these 
services, particularly during the
summer timetable. We will there-
fore work with members of the

of managing this demand.
‘The introduction of RET on

ferry services to Arran in October 
2014 will also provide valuable 
information that will help us with
demand management around the 
roll out to the rest of the Clyde and 
Hebridean Ferry Services.’

In a response to a question on 
its plans to improve infrastructure
on either side of the crossing, a 
spokesman for Argyll and Bute 
council said: ‘We are aware of this
issue and will be discussing it with
the Scottish government.’

THE REMNANTS of Hurricane 
Gonzalo hit Scotland on Tuesday, 
with areas in the west Highlands 
and islands experiencing some of 
the strongest winds in the UK.

Ferry operator Calmac cancelled 
14 routes and suspended many
others, with the Skye Bridge also 

The highest recorded winds in 
Scotland were gusts of 66mph 
in Port Ellen, Islay, along with 
62mph in Machrihanish and 
61mph on Tiree.

Chief inspector Marlene Baillie, 
who is based in Lochgilphead,
said: ‘We have had a few weath-

disruption, debris, trees that have
come down and alarms going off, 
but that is all routine stuff really. 
Thankfully there doesn’t seem to 
have been any serious issues.’

Ian Laurie, who runs a shop in
Port Ellen on Islay, said: ‘There
has obviously been disruption 

because there are no ferries, but 
structurally there is no damage to 
the village that we’re aware of.

‘It’s not too bad from our point 
of view, we’re used to the weather 
here.’

An Oban tour vessel washed up 
on the edge of the Corran Espla-
nade on Tuesday morning, in what 
the owner called ‘a lucky escape’.

The boat, named Elizabeth G, 
drifted for 150 metres after the
riser, which anchors the boat, 
snapped during high winds.

The ship’s owner Rob Parlow
said: ‘When the coastguard got in 
touch, I feared the worst but as bad 
as it looks, we’ve been very lucky.

‘If the mooring had broken at 
high tide she would have smashed 
against the Esplanade, and that 

damage, so it’s a lucky escape as

‘The vessel is an ex-Norwegian 
rescue boat and heavily built, 

so it’s actually built to take the
impact, to a degree.’

The boat will be towed back out 

high tide.
Meanwhile, a North Connel 

man has described the terrifying
moment he saw a tornado blow 
past his house, uprooting trees in 
its path. 

Robert Miller was working in-
side his home on Sunday, October 
19, when he saw the twister pass 
by his house on the banks of Loch 
Etive.

Robert said: ‘When I saw the 
tornado it was like time stood still. 

‘You don’t really know what to 
do because you feel helpless - I 
was worried it would blow into
the house and take it down with it.’

The wind left a trail of destruc-
tion, uprooting four trees, one of 
which landed on his trailer and 
boat. Robert added: ‘It’s a miracle 
no-one was hurt.’

GAS HEATING customers 
in Oban have been selected to 

of gas that could be pumped 
into homes across the UK.

Scottish Gas Networks said 
it selected Oban as the ideal 
location for the testing, as it has 
a mix of business and resi-

dedicated gas network, which 
is not attached to the national
network.

The town also has its own 

performance.
Testing will begin on No-

vember 3 in Glencruitten and 
Scottish Gas Networks expects
to test a total of 235 properties
in phase one, which will last 

Scottish Gas Networks said 

more about the project.

A 22-YEAR-old man survived 
his car rolling over twice in the 
road before it came to a stand-
still close to the edge of Loch 
Etive on Tuesday evening.

Shortly after 6.15pm the vehi-
cle crashed on the A85 near to 
the Achnacloich Bridge.

Passers-by helped the man out 
of his car but could not raise 
the alarm because there was no 
mobile phone reception. Police 
arrived at the scene by chance, 
and called for an ambulance.

A ‘MOVING’ and ‘awesome’ 
massed choir event brought 
the 2014 Inverness Royal 
National Mod to a close on a 
bright and sunny morning by 
the River Ness on Saturday.

Conductors guided ‘Scot-
land’s national Gaelic choir’ 
in some of the most joyful
and heartfelt singing of the
whole festival.

Ardgour’s Mary Ann Ken-
nedy (pictured), the conduc-
tor of Inverness Gaelic Choir, 
and Riabeart MacCallum, 
of Campeltown, were two of 
those leading the crowd.

See inside for more.
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Eagles are the real stars 

Every picture tells a story

Gentle pace to island life

Browse museum archive

COUNTRY MUSIC: Dave Sexton, Marc Riley, Damon Albarn and
Ceri Levy                                                                       Photograph: John Clare

FORMER SNP leader John Swin-
ney will be the keynote speaker 
at Argyll and Bute’s economic 
summit in Dunoon next week.

The summit will bring together 
key representatives from local and 
national government as well as 
the business, public and voluntary 
sectors to debate what action is
needed to build a prosperous eco-
nomic future for Argyll and Bute
and how to reverse the decline in 
the region’s population.

Mr Swinney is currently cabinet 

and sustainable growth in the
Scottish government, as well as 
MSP for Perthshire North.

Secretary of state for Scotland 
Alistair Carmichael, MP, will take 
part in the summit. Journalist and 
broadcaster Mark Stephen will
chair the event at the Queen’s
Hall on Wednesday October 29, 
between 9.30am and 4.30pm. 

One of Radio Scotland’s most 

chaired the Scottish government 

resilience conference last year.
Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 

asked a question about the summit 
during Scottish Questions at West-
minster last week when he urged 
Alistair Carmichael to consider a
reversal of the SNP’s centralisation
policies.

Mr Reid asked: ‘When the secre-
tary of state goes to the population

summit in Dunoon, will he remind 
the Scottish government that 
devolution should be not just from 
Westminster to Holyrood, but from
Holyrood to local communities in
Scotland? 

‘Will he tell the SNP government 
that they should reverse policies
such as centralising the police

Swinney to set the tone for 
Argyll’s economic summit
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

AN OPEN afternoon is being 
held for members of the 

at the Scottish Rural College’s 
farms at Crianlarich.

From 12 noon to 4pm on
Sunday October 26, Kirkton
and Auctertyre farms are 
opening their doors for people

research that goes on at the
hill farms.

The history of farming, 
demonstrations of unmanned

monitoring of greenhouse 
gasses such as methane and
the challenges of hill farming, 
are just some of the events 
available on the day.

opportunity to take part in 
a treasure hunt to discover
more about the range of 
agricultural and environmen-

Mull landmark 
hotel up for sale 

Invitation to view 
life on the farms

A TOTAL of 539 empty homes
have been brought back into
use in Argyll and Bute since
August 2013, writes Marian 
Miller.

Teamwork between Argyll 
and Bute council’s housing 
and council tax teams – for 
which they have been given 
a national award – is being 
applauded for a number of in-
itiatives making use of empty
homes.

This has included working
with property owners to rent 
homes out at affordable rates
and doubling the council tax 
on houses which have been 
left empty for a long time.

A dedicated empty homes 

alongside owners helping to 

property back into the market 
for much-needed affordable 
housing.

The council’s director for 
customer services Douglas 
Hendry said: ‘The success 
of this policy is due in no
small part to the close joint 
working of the two council 
teams, sharing information
and making sure that every-
one – owners and the local 
community – know about the 

 ‘What is most important, of 
course, is that this brings real 
results, that local people have 

more options when it comes to

‘Five hundred and thirty
homes brought back into use is 
an excellent achievement and 

teams’ hard work.’
The council’s teamwork 

has led to it being given a
silver award at the national
Institute of Revenues, Ratings
and Valuations performance
awards 2014 for its entry to 
the excellence in innovation
category.

‘The approach is validated 
by this national recognition
as an example of innovative
practice,’ said a delighted Mr 
Hendry.

Empty houses turned into homes, 

Supper effort from Tyndrum cafe

Report highlights rise in poaching

John Swinney

ON A HIGH : Oban mountain rescue team receive the cheque for £5,000, which was raised during the Craggy Island Triathlon

Alistair Carmichael

OBAN mountain rescue 
team’s support of the Craggy 
Island Triathlon has paid 
dividends after the rescue 
charity received £5,000 from 
the event.

Team members make up the 

take on much of the stew-
arding of the Kerrera-based 
triathlon, which attracts 
hundreds of competitors over 
one weekend in August.  

Event organiser Duncan 
MacEachen, who is also a 

member of the mountain 
rescue team, said: ‘We rely on 
the mountain rescue team to 

for the event but the triathlon 
is the main fundraiser of the 
year for the team.

‘The team uses the event as 
a training exercise and all the 
members enjoy being part of 
it. I am very pleased at how the 
whole thing worked, with the 
support of local businesses. 

‘I would like to thank every-
one who made the event such 

a success.’ Of the total amount 
raised for the mountain rescue
team, £2,200 was taken in at 
the catering tent, run by Susan
Marshall from Kerrera.

There was also a £500
donation to Taynuilt’s Neil 
McGougan, another member 
of Oban mountain rescue
team, on behalf of the Open
Hands charity in Bolivia.

Neil helps the charity with
building work during his
visits to the South American
country.

Athletes to the Rescue

MUSIC luminaries such as Damon Albarn, the lead singer of Blur 
and BBC DJ Marc Riley aren’t necessarily the names that come to 
mind when discussing eagle watching on Mull.

But listen out for a radio show with a difference from Mull on 
BBC Radio 4, 11am, October 25.

A celebrity, travel and wildlife programme called ‘In Search 
of the Holy Tail’ reveals the outcome of  an unusual quest to see
white-tailed eagles, otters, basking sharks and more by an eclectic 
team of contributors: Damon Albarn, lead singer of Britpop rock 

from BBC Radio 6 Music. The quartet arrived on Mull in a bid to 
see some of the special, most sought-after wildlife.

bly the coolest guest we’ve had here to see the eagles – at least as
far as my daughters are concerned.

‘He may have had a wild life as a rock star, but Mull’s wildlife
seemed to win him round. He loved the eider ducks on Loch na
Keal which reminded him of watching them near his house in
Iceland. It should be an interesting programme.’

TIME TRAVELLER: Isabella Bird’s photography that now 
features in a new book

A PHOTOGRAPHY exhibition shown at An Tobar in 2009 has
now made its way into a book. 

The book, Isabella Bird and Twin Time Travel, was complied by 
Professor Kanasaka of Kyoto, Japan. 

Professor Kanasaka presented copies to An Tobar, now Co-
mar, and Mull Museum last Monday. 

ARCHIVE open evenings are starting up again in Tobermory. The
popular evenings will take place on Wednesdays between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. Museum organisers extended an invitation: ‘Anyone 
who is interested in the history of Mull, their family or where they 
live is welcome to come to the museum. 

‘Trawl through our pile of archive boxes or open the drawers full 
of photographs. Browse at random or do a focussed search using
the catalogue.  

‘There  are  maps too, and shelves and shelves of interesting
books. And there will always be someone there to help if  required.
We look forward to seeing visitors soon.’

MULL MUSEUM: the archives are now open to the public
every Wednesday night

A MAN from Cambridge is pleading with islanders not to have
a two-lane road on Mull. In a letter to The Oban Times, Andy 
Bayes, who has been visiting the island for 30 years, said a plan to 
develop the road caused him ‘great sadness’.

He said: ‘It is the remoteness and the slower pace of life that 
brings people to all of the islands. In my view the only people that 

Mull on their way to Iona. The beauty of Mull passes them by; it 
still will; but just faster. Why would anyone want to drive through
the stunning beauty of Glen More at 60 mph?’

The community council is in talks with Argyll and Bute council
about the upgrade of the road.

TOBERMORY landmark 
the Western Isles Hotel has 
been placed on the market 

Colliers International inviting
offers over £700,000 for the 
26-bedroom property. 

Perched high on its private 
‘cliff’ above Tobermory, the

mess to HMS Western Isles, 

and the Sound of Mull. 
Alistair Letham, a director

commented: ‘The Western 

good level of turnover from
commercial trade and leisure 
destination custom during
a long summer and holiday
season. 

‘The iconic landmark 
property, familiar to many, is 
a quintessential commercial 
lifestyle property. 

the opportunity to take over

business in a beautiful part of 
Scotland served by three ferry
routes from the mainland.’

THE REAL Food Cafe in
Tyndrum has been shortlist-
ed as one of the UK’s top 12

restaurants of the year.

the 2015 National Fish and 

seafood in the UK.

To secure a place as a top-

ranging from the quality
of their cooked products 
through to restaurant
facilities, marketing activity
and customer service.

Lovell, business director 
of Goldensheaf, said: ‘This 

those businesses that strive 

for their customers and to 
improve the standards in 

For further information 
on the National Fish and 

courts, which are taking people 
and jobs away from rural Scotland 
and into the central belt?’

In response, Mr Carmichael
said: ‘I am very much looking
forward to joining my honourable 
friend, leaders of his local council 
and ministers from the Scottish 
government in Dunoon. What he 
says is very much the message 
that ministers from the Scottish 
government will hear. 

‘It is a message that they get 
throughout the Highlands and 
islands: seven years of SNP gov-
ernment in Edinburgh has given 
Scotland the most centralised 
system of government in western 
Europe. That has got to change.’

Mr Reid said: ‘I’m pleased the 
secretary of state agrees with me 
that Argyll and Bute council’s 
summit will provide an opportuni-
ty to explain to SNP ministers that 
the population decline in Argyll 
and Bute can only be stopped 
if they reverse their policies of 
centralising services in the central 
belt and instead give more jobs to 
Argyll and Bute.’

LEVELS of wildlife crime 
have risen slightly in the last 

report published this week.
Badger baiting, raptor 

persecutions and damage to 
precious freshwater pearl
mussels are included in the

second Scottish government 
wildlife crime annual report, 

increase in recorded crime.
The report reveals there has

been a 30 per cent increase in

a rise in coursing offences.

The Scottish government’s 
environment and climate 
change minister Paul Wheel-
house said: ‘I remain unsym-
pathetic to those who believe 
that crimes against wildlife 
are of little consequence and 

SRUC Kirkton & 
Auchtertyre Farms:

Public Open Day

TALKING 
SCIENCE

IMAGINING 
SCOTLAND 
IN 50 YEARS

DMN17.10.14
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Halloween fun! There’ll be apple bobbing, creepy crafts, grueseome feely
boxes and more! Perfect party for 5-11 year olds.
Entry is a donation of £2 per child.

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

For family events throughout Scotland  

visit www.nts.org.uk a place for halloween

Glencoe Visitor Centre, Glencoe PH49 4HX

Halloween Party 
Sat 25 Oct, 2–3.30pm

Coll gave Julie the zest for living
and a new chapter in her story

THE MOVE to the ‘sanctuary’ of 
Coll became a lifesaving one for 
Julie Clarke, as she reveals the
story behind her journey from 

attendant.
Only now, at the age of 58, does 

she feel comfortable in talking 
about her transgender change in 

Becoming Julie, 
which is launched on November 6
in Oban’s Waterstones.

As a child in Callander, Julie 
knew she was ‘different’ and 
admits the subsequent battle to 

‘destroyed’ her.
The Oban Times

ahead of the book launch, Julie 

a similar situation.

about some of the content and one 

book is her old male name. ‘My
name before is dead,’ she says. 

in the book. Why should I go there, 
it’s not who I am.’

Her story begins at the age of 
seven. 

‘That’s when I started to realise 
something was different,’ she said. 
‘I tried to run away from it but as 
I got older the female side of me 

battle. I decided I had to follow a 

‘I got married to a woman and I 

was huge.

me close to destruction many 
times.

seen as this dark character not to
be trusted.’

when Julie and her then wife

of ‘contentment’ as she struggled 
to maintain her heterosexual male 
lifestyle. Julie said of her move: ‘I
was still a million miles away from 
becoming what I am; I was still 

female side.
‘But it was inevitable what would 

Point of no return, documenting 

was free to get on with it. It was
around 2000 that I lost the battle,
or, as I look back, I won the battle.’

Julie’s journey will be a familiar 
one to the residents of Coll, who 

Mac on the island. However, she

by Fledgling Press, will have a few 

island. 
‘Rather than be anonymous in 

the city, I moved to Coll and was 
able to make friends,’ she said. ‘It 

‘By the time I came to write the 
book I had been living as Julie 
Clarke for nearly 10 years and I

to hide. I am Julie Clarke, I travel

by men and I am not afraid of my 

The book, which Julie began to
write two years ago after the idea 

versial and darker’ side to her own

world has been a joy for Julie, who

of her book as ‘the best day of my
life’.

Indeed, Alexander McCall Smith
reviews her book as “a remarkable 

ty”.
Further launch signings will

Coll on November 8, Waterstones 
Edinburgh on November 13 and 
Waterstones Islington, London on 
November 20.ODYSSEY: Julie Clarke will launch her book, Becoming Julie, in Waterstones Oban next month

A WOMAN who claimed she
was ‘one inch’ over a council car 

(PCN).
Rachel Anne McKenzie, from

Howwood in Renfrewshire, said: 

‘I was recently in Oban visiting my

watch me.

An inch is as long as a mile when it comes to a ticket
and not obstructing anyone or 
anything.

ing you still receive a ticket. 

friendly, welcoming town. This is

ing’.

a PCN. Information about this is

available on the back of the PCN
and also on our website at www.

HALLOWEEN WEEKEND

PLEASE ALSO ENQUIRE FOR OUR MENUS FOR

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS

3 COURSE MENU AND BUFFET MENU OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

The Oyster Inn, Connel, By Oban, PA37 1PJ

Thursday 30th, Friday 31st October andy , y
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd Novembery y

Oyster Inn's Homemade Soup

Haggis, Neeps & Tatties

Cray Fish Marie Rose Cocktail

Steamed West Coast Local Mussels

Classic Haddock and Chunky Chips

Chicken Rob Roy

Surf & Turf
Sirloin Steak & Scallops

Choice of Desserts

3 Courses £19.95
3 Courses & Half Bottle of

House Wine per person £24.95

Reservations only - Call 01631 710666
or Email stay@oysterinn.co.uk

CHILDREN as young as 10
are regularly being admitted to

the signs of alcohol abuse.
In the last two years, 233

has revealed.

gests a delay in the minimum

of a legal challenge, is a hurdle

The government said: ‘We are

stance misuse education work 
in schools where children and 

variety of substances including
alcohol, medicines, drugs,
tobacco and solvents.’

Alcohol problem
for ten-year-olds

A smart move for
high school pupils

Decision on island
slate is at hand

ELECTRONIC ticketing is
being trialled on schoolbuses to

ducing the scheme throughout 
Argyll and Bute by the end of 

Known as ‘smart ticketing’, it 

their Kidz and Young Scot cards

them through a ticket machine.
The current system involves

students showing their card to
the driver, which gives written
details of the buses they are
entitled to travel on.

Malcolm MacFadyen, head of 
facility services at Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘The council

initiative.
‘Anything which makes

welcomed.’

and Bute have been dismissed by
the local authority.

not yet been made.
Other local authorities have

already made a decision not to

on the electoral register to vote in

standing community charge debt.

said: ‘No decision has been made

case.’

cillors to consider the situation in
light of the stance taken by other 
local authorities.

A FINAL decision on whether 
local slate is to be chosen over 

made as The Oban Times went 

Luing slate should be used on
the Atlantic Islands Centre,
while builders argued that the

PEOPLE across Argyll and Bute 

volved in their local communities
when elections for the area’s 

November 27. 
In Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 

Islands, the following community 
councils will be holding elections:

Southend, West Kintyre, Tarbert 

veraray and Dunadd. This includes
a new community council in North

In Oban, Lorn and the Isles the
following community councils will

be holding elections: Mull, Oban,
Luing, Kilninver and Kilmelford,

and Ardchattan.
In Bute and Cowal, the following 

Hunter’s Quay, Kilmun, Dunoon,
South Cowal and Bute.
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The way we all register to
vote has changed

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

FIRST Minister Alex Salmond de-
scribed Cruachan power station as 
one of Scotland’s ‘great batteries’,
insisting it should be the blueprint 
for further hydro pump storage 
expansion across Scotland.

Mr Salmond also used the visit to
the station last Thursday to argue 
the case for transferring energy 
policy powers to Holyrood.

Asked by The Oban Times
where the Cruachan station stood 
in terms of national importance, he
replied: ‘It is right up there, one of 
the great batteries used to balance 
the energy system of Scotland.

‘In a ‘dark start’, when the power 
goes off and needs to restart again 
this place can do it in 30 seconds.’

The Scottish government previ-
ously announced plans to double 
the size of Cruachan, creating 
a ‘Cruachan 2’ at the site near 
Lochawe as it promotes hydro 

pumped storage as a leading form
of renewable energy.

But the First Minister added that 
Scotland needed to get control
of incentives to produce more
renewable power, directing his call
to the Smith Commission, set up to
look at more devolved powers, and 
the leaders of the three main polit-
ical parties in Westminster, David 
Cameron, Ed Miliband and Nick 
Clegg - or the ‘Three Amigos’, as
he refers to them.

He said: ‘There is oodles of mon-
ey available within the energy sec-
tor but nothing to incentivise new
hydro schemes in Scotland, which 
is ridiculous because it is one of the
cheapest, most affordable sources
of power.

‘My message to the Smith 
Commission, Westminster and the
Three Amigos is: Give the power 
to the Scottish parliament so places

like Cruachan can generate power 
for Scotland.’

His visit also coincided with the 
publication of a new report on 
securing Scotland’s power supplies
by the UK’s former chief energy
regulator Alistair Buchanan.

The report, published last week,
highlights the UK’s emerging
energy gap and the shift in UK 
energy policy needed to secure the 
construction of new clean thermal

Scotland. 
Mr Salmond said: ‘Scotland was

power from its waters and the

reversible pumped storage. We
have the capacity to do much more
with our wonderful hydro resource,
to generate clean power and store
the vast power of renewables. 

‘That is certainly the case here at 

EUAN PATERSON MEETS ALEX SALMOND AS THE FIRST MINISTER TALKS ABOUT HYDRO POWER AND THE ‘NEXT’ REFERENDUM

Cruachan power station, a remark-
able monument to the vision of 
Tom Johnston and to the courage
and skill of the ‘Tunnel Tigers’ 
who built it.’

A spokesman for the Department 
of Energy and Climate Change 
said: ‘Scotland’s place in the 
UK has been fundamental to the
success in deploying low carbon 
technologies and developing its
thriving low carbon sector with
Scotland receiving £560 million  - 
28 per cent of the total - of GB’s 
support for the renewables sector 
in FY12/13.

‘Energy transmission is some-
thing the UK government takes
very seriously and Scotland is set 

of up to £6 billion between 2013-
21, nearly 30 per cent of total
earmarked for upgrades across 
Britain.

Cruachan is the battery that 
drives Scotland’s energy

Don’t blame tourists for roads carnage, says safety campaigner

A ROAD safety campaigner from 
Oban said he’s not surprised by
recent government statistics which
show that rural roads are 11 times 
more dangerous than Britain’s
congested motorways. 

A total of 68 people were killed or 
seriously injured in road accidents 
in Argyll and Bute in 2013/14, but 
Andy Elkerton says the dismal

statistics have become all too
familiar. He became a passionate
campaigner following the death of 
close friend Catherine St Jean in a 
crash on the A85 near Pennyfuir in
May this year.

surprise me at all and I doubt it 
surprises anyone else living in the
area.

ten to Transport Scotland to press
home my opinion that something 

needs to be done about rural roads.’
Andy also said that in the after-

math of Catherine’s death he dis-
covered many local people think 
that accidents on rural roads are 
the fault of tourists, an assertion he 
feels is false.

He said: ‘I wrote a couple of posts
on The Oban Times website after 
Catherine was killed and noticed 
that there was the overall impres-
sion from other people posting that 
it was tourists who were to blame 

and who were involved in these 
accidents. 

‘Unfortunately this is a mis-
conception held by some people 
from Oban. They think that it’s 
visitors with no knowledge of the 
roads who are being involved in 
accidents.

‘It’s the people who live in the 
area that are being injured, or 
worse, which is why I hope the 
whole town will push for some sort 
of positive action.’

In July, a dedicated road policing 
team was launched to serve Argyll
and Bute, to improve road safety in
the region, with bases in Oban and 
Lochgilphead.

The unit has two sergeants and 
12 constables. Inspector Julie 
McLeish of Oban police station
said: ‘The rural and sometimes
single-track roads and other asso-
ciated factors such as poor weather 
and lack of lighting can make
driving conditions challenging at 

times and drivers can often mis-
judge their speed and actions with 
serious consequences.

‘Recent community consultation

such as driver behaviour and 
speeding are priority concerns for 
the community.

‘Police Scotland consistently 
work with partner agencies such
as BEAR, Argyll and Bute council 
roads department, Scottish Fire
and Rescue and Transport Scotland 

to ensure there is an over-arching 
drive towards making travel safer 
on Argyll roads.

‘Roads enforcement initiatives 
such as speeding and routine driver 
checks are regularly undertaken to 

‘We also have more seasonal 
action such as the keep left cam-
paign aimed at foreign drivers and 
the festive safety campaign which 
concentrates on the prevention and 
detection of drink driving.’ 

IN THE wake of the ‘Yes’
campaign’s referendum 
defeat, First Minister Alex 
Salmond said the ‘losers feel
like winners’.

Speaking on a visit to Cru-
achan power station, he told
The Oban Times the explosion
of new SNP members meant
the independence campaign
was a success and he called on 
the breakdown of votes by bal-
lot box to be made available
‘for the next referendum’.

The Western Isles, Highland
and Argyll and Bute all 
returned convincing ‘No’ 
votes in the referendum on 
September 18, with some 
‘No’ voters saying Holyrood 
was just as removed from 
the Highlands and islands as
Westminster was.

Mr Salmond replied: ‘We
wanted to make sure more
power came to local commu-
nities. Take the Crown Estate 
for example. We published
plans to have the foreshore
controlled by local communi-
ties with revenue coming to
local communities.’

He added that as MSP for 

Crown Estate had been in 
preventing development.

Unperturbed by the ref-
erendum result, he explained: 
‘The process of empowerment 
we have seen in Scotland is 
not something that is going 
to stop. The electorate, once
energised, will stay energised.’

The vote’s chief counting

said there would be only
constituency-by-constituency 
results to avoid further 
divisions within communities.

But Mr Salmond said: ‘The 
more information [about
the breakdown of results]
the better, in particular for
the Highlands. Because the
geography is so diverse that
there is a strong argument for 
having more information.

‘For the next referendum, 
that would be a good idea.’

AN ELECTRICIAN at 
Cruachan power station had 
a send-off to remember as the
First Minister presented him 
with a retirement gift.

Oban man Duncan MacLen-
nan retired last week as the 
station’s health and safety 
adviser, having begun his 
career there 28 years ago as an 
electrical craftsman.

ished, he had a chance meeting 
with Alex Salmond, who was 
on a visit to the station.

Duncan, who is originally 
from Aultbea, Wester Ross,
said he was shocked when 
the First Minister gave him a 
scarf, made from Ryder Cup 
tartan in Lochcarron. 

He added: ‘Working at 
Cruachan was a great expe-
rience - the people make the 
place. It is a time I will always 
remember, particularly my 
last week when the company 
kindly introduced me to the 
First Minister.’

Duncan, who turns 60 next 
month, came to Taynuilt from 
Wester Ross in 1971 to take 
up an apprenticeship with
electrician Alex Sim, whose 
son Murray still lives in the 
village.

He now plans to spend his 
retirement tending to his 
garden and following his 
passion for Formula 1.

He said: ‘We are just back 
from the race in Monza and 
I have tried to get to one race 
every year. Now I’m retired 
I would like to get to a few 
more.’

More information 
from ballot box 
will be useful for 
‘next referendum’

Vodafone makes 
the right signals

Child poverty hits 
one in every fi ve

Cut a tartan dash 
in a worthy cause

Ryder Cup gift 
from Alex comes 
as shock after 
28 years’ service

BRIGHT SPARK: Alex Salmond 
with Duncan MacLennan

POWER POLITICS: First Minister Alex Salmond (left) with Scottish Power’s Hugh Finlay and Ross Galbraith 

SAME, SAD STORY: Oban roads safety campaigner Andy Elkerton

A COLL community 
councillor has hit out 
at the way Scottish 
Water has handled the 
decision to reconnect a 
drinking water tap on 
the island, writes Steven 
Rae.

The tap at the middle
pier toilets in Aringour
is widely used by people 
on the island for clean 
drinking water but was 
capped off three weeks
ago by Argyll and Bute 
council on behalf of 
Scottish Water.

Scottish Water has
now said it will switch 
the tap back on and 
will continue to speak 
to the council and the 
community about the 
matter in the future.

Former Scotland 
rugby captain Rob 
Wainwright, treasurer 
of Coll community

council, said: ‘The 
sadness is, this could 
have been done in a one-
on-one conversation. 

‘Why does it only 
get done when there 
is pressure from the 
press?

‘We tried talking
to Scottish Water on 
behalf of the residents, 
we got no answer, The
Oban Times publishes a 
story and 24 hours later, 
it seems to be sorted out. 
These things should get 
sorted out because it’s
the right thing to do,
not just because it’s
bad publicity for the
organisations involved.’

It is understood the
tap was switched off 
as it was connected 
into the main supply 
in the village but not 
metered, whereas 
others connected to the 

supply are charged for 
their use. A spokesman 
for Scottish Water 
said: ‘Scottish Water’s
priority is to supply
high-quality drinking 
water to customers who 
pay for our services. 

‘Due to a period of 
very high demand 
during the summer, 
we asked the council 
to switch the tap off – 
enabling us to maintain
supplies to our 
customers on the island.
We have been speaking
to the council about this 
and have indicated that 
we are happy for them 
to switch it back on and
will continue to speak 
to the council and the 
community about this 
matter.’

The exact date for
turning the tap back on
is unknown.

Water bosses relent and turn 
the tap back on for islanders 

in the Highlands and Western
Isles are living in poverty, a new
study has revealed.

The report by Campaign to
End Child Poverty, showed that 
after housing costs, 19 per cent 
of children in both the Highland 
and Eilean Siar council areas 
are living below the breadline.

Highland MSP Rhoda Grant 
called for action to reduce the 

She said: ‘Child poverty is
always unacceptable and it is 
truly shocking that 19 per cent 
of children are living in poverty.

work that needs to be done to 
end child poverty here in the
Highlands and across the UK.’

RURAL communities in the
Highlands and Islands have 
been given longer to sign up
for mobile internet coverage in
their area.

Mobile phone giant Vodafone
has asked residents to sign up for 
a new ‘sure signal’ programme 
for 3G service in villages and 
has extended the deadline for 
applications until November 7.

Angus MacNeil, MP for Na
h-Eileanan an Iar, said: ‘This is 
a good initiative from Vodafone
and it comes at a time when the 
majority of people in our local 
communities are more reliant 
than ever on reliable technology 
to go about their daily lives.

‘A number of rural areas have
signed up to this scheme and I
would encourage as many vil-
lages as possible to do the same.’

A FLASH of tartan will be seen
through the streets of Oban on 
November 29 as organisers of 
the town’s winter festival run
the Tartan Dash.

Local charities and fundraisers
will be able to join in the event, 

with the wearing of tartan the 
only requirement for willing 
participants. 

Sponsor forms for the event 
will be available from Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban.
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A DRIVER with 60 years’ experience told Oban
sheriff court during the trial of a dangerous driver 
how she witnessed ‘the worst case of overtaking’ she
had ever seen.

The 78-year-old witness was giving evidence at 
the trial of self-employed communications director 
Christopher Kennedy, who last Wednesday was
found guilty of dangerous driving on the A819 near 
Cladich on August 14 last year when he overtook a 
line of three cars on an approach to a bend.

The pensioner was driving one of the three cars
overtaken by Kennedy, of Airds House, Connel, 
and she said his manoeuvre in his Audi A7 was 
‘extremely stupid’.

Asked to describe what happened, she told procu-

‘like an aeroplane taking off’.

of me and the car in front of that, coming to a left 

would have been utterly impossible.
‘I have been driving for many years and it is the

worst case of overtaking I have ever been witness 
to.’

lights, between the two Portsonachan junctions, and 
the pensioner said she left her car to go and speak 
to Kennedy, who refused to wind down his window 
when she approached. ‘He indicated with the back of 
his hand for me to go away,’ she said. ‘I indicated to 
him I was going to phone the police.’

Under cross-examination from Kennedy’s advo-
cate Neil Beardmore she was asked if she had gone 
to give Kennedy a piece of her mind.

point out it was inappropriate to overtake on such a 
short stretch of road.

‘There are many accidents in this part of the world, 
through mainly overtaking, which if you lived here 
you would be very well aware of.’

Another witness, a 56-year-old nurse, who was
also driving in the line of cars, said Kennedy came 
back onto the correct side of the road as he was on 
the corner, following the overtake.

Giving evidence, Kennedy, 28, said his manoeuvre 
was safe and that he had come back onto the correct 
side of the road around 100 yards before the corner.

travelling that road regularly for some time and if 
you are behind someone driving slowly, frustration
doesn’t help.’

In summing up, Mr Beardmore highlighted that 
none of the witnesses were able to clearly identify 
the exact location of the overtaking manoeuvre in 

witness had earlier explained that the high number 

believe the accused when he said he completed the
manoeuvre before the bend.’

Witness tells court 
about the ‘worst 
case of overtaking’

HUGH Vennard, aged 32, of 
Garage Flat, Glen Cottage, 
Longsdale Road, admitted 
headbutting a man when he 

for trial last Wednesday.
Vennard assaulted the man at 

Queens Park Place, Oban, on

court for another matter.
The court heard his victim

suffered a bleeding nose but 
had no signs of injury following 
the incident.

ferred sentence until November 
11 for background reports.

ARGYLL and Bute is sitting 
on a demographic time bomb, 
according to statistics realesed 
this week.

Households in Argyll and Bute 
will dip below 40,000 with a 71
per cent increase in the head of 
the household being 75 or older, 
the survey has revealed.

someone aged 75 or over will 
be at the head of a third of all 
households in Argyll.

and Bute has fewer people of 
working age living in the area 
and a dramatic decrease in the 
birth rate.

The numbers of one-parent 
families and single households 
are expected to rise - while 
traditional two-parent family 
homes will decrease by 36 per 
cent.

Awaiting fate for 
headbutt attack 

More older people 
and fewer babiesDriven mad by abandoned car

DUNBEG RESIDENT IS SO FED UP WITH LACK OF ACTION, HE EVEN THOUGHT ABOUT TAKING THE LAW INTO HIS OWN HANDS

BREAKING POINT: James beside the vehicle which hasn’t moved since it was left outside his Dunbeg house in February

A DUNBEG father is being driven 
to despair by a car which has been
abandoned outside his Meadow
Road home for the past eight 
months.

frustrated in his attempt to get the
authorities to remove the car that 
he has even considered breaking 
the law, but has managed to re-
strain himself.

The Caledonian MacBrayne 
engineer says the car is causing
problems for him, his pregnant 
wife and two-year-old son, as it 
often means they need to park 
halfway up their street.

‘Apparently, because the car isn’t 
smashed up, falling to pieces or 

termed as ‘road legal’.
‘I could go out there, let the tyres 

down and then it would probably
get moved because it’s not road 
worthy. If I’d done that three 
months ago, it probably would be 
gone by now.

‘It’s a fundamentally wrong thing 
to do and I don’t want to break the
law, but I feel like I’m getting no
help. It’s almost like I’m being
punished for doing the right thing.

‘I’ve tried contacting the council,
the police and the Driver Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA) 
because it hasn’t moved since 
February, but I feel like I’m getting 

nowhere.
‘I’ve been told it’s not classed as

abandoned but it isn’t taxed and 
hasn’t been since it was dumped 
here.’

A search of the registration num-
ber on the DVLA website revealed 

that the vehicle’s MOT expired 
on February 6 and the road tax 
expired on March 1. The DVLA 

council should tow the car away if 

council has so far refused to do so.

sent people round but because, in 
their eyes, the car is road worthy, 
it’s not technically abandoned.

‘I spoke to a woman from the 
council on Wednesday October 14, 
and she said she didn’t know what 

to tell me because the people have
been out to see it and have declared 
it not abandoned.

‘I feel like phoning the council

ping because there’s a big green 
lump of rubbish outside that’s been 

dumped on the road. It’s causing
my wife problems too because 
she’s pregnant and has to park up 
the street.’

could pay to take ownership of the 

the maximum he would get for the 

access to the chassis number so I
can’t do it just now, plus I don’t re-
ally want the hassle of owning the 
car just to get it removed anyway. 
It shouldn’t have to come to that.’

An Argyll and Bute council 

considered to be abandoned if the
structure has been damaged by van-
dalism, it has unsecured doors or it 
has been partially or fully burnt.
As such, the vehicle in question is 
not considered to be abandoned.
In terms of tax, vehicles no longer 
have to display tax discs and the
council does not have access to the
DVLA database, so this is an issue 

was initially reported to police in
April this year and, as the vehicle 
was untaxed, the matter was re-
ferred to the DVLA for action.

launched to establish ownership of 
the vehicle, the results of which are 
unknown at this time.

‘However, as a result of fresh en-

out fresh investigation regarding 
the vehicle.’

Broadband cabling to islands
complete, says Sturgeon

cables between Tobermory and Kilchoan, and Duart 
Bay and Oban was completed last week.

Providing the latest broadband technology to Mull
and Ardnarmurchan is part of the Digital Highlands 
and Islands project.

marks another important milestone for the Digital

‘One major component – the huge sub-sea project 
to lay cables out to the islands – is now largely
complete.’

The investment, led by Highlands and Islands 

government and BT, will see 85 per cent of premises 

end of 2015/2016.
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THE HIND shooting season in Scotland has now
opened - at least for those who continue to recognise the 
importance of adhering to traditional close seasons. 

The dwindling number of stalkers who still have enough 
deer on their ground to warrant a cull are preparing to 
remove those animals that mother nature might take as 
winter strengthens its grip in the Highlands. 

that which their predecessors on Black Mount Estate on 
the edge of Rannoch Moor were tasked with nearly 400 
years ago.

Their boss, Sir Duncan Campbell of Glenorchy, was 

England - who lived at the royal palace of Theobalds in
Hertfordshire, 12 miles north of London. Sir Duncan had 
sent a pair of live golden eagles to the King’s son, Prince 
Henry of Wales, as a birthday present some time before 
1612, receiving a valuable stallion in return. The King, 
impressed by Sir Duncan’s ability to capture live eagles, 
wanted an ever greater prize and wrote to him in 1622 
asking him to send a live white hind which he had been 
told lived in Coireach a Ba, on Black Mount.

Coireach a Ba, on the southwest corner of the moor, is a 
large amphitheatre containing a number of small corries 
often full of mist and strange winds making stalking in 
them a challenging prospect. The literal translation of the 
Gaelic place-name is ‘the corries of the cattle’ although in 
ancient local folklore the ‘cows’ of Coireach a Ba were, in 
fact, deer. 

Why the King asked for a live white hind in the dead of 
winter when there was every likelihood of snow on the 
ground and why Sir Duncan, who should have known 
better, did not suggest waiting until the spring, we will 
never know, but one does not argue with monarchs. 

On January 13 1622 the King wrote to Lord Mar, his
senior courtier in Scotland, saying, ‘We have sent this 
bearer our servant John Scandaver for apprehending and 
transporting hither that white hind whereof ye yourself 

provide, either at Edinburgh, or any other town next to the 
place where he is to employ his travails, such things as 

hind. And because the country whither our said servant 

to Glenurchy [Sir Duncan Campbell] as we have done to 
cause our said servant to be furnished with company and 
all things necessary’. 

A PIECE of music written by
a Scotsman who died on active
service during World War One 

performance next month on 
Bute.

Kitchener’s Army, a march
written by Cecil Cole, will be
performed by Bute community 

AN ELECTRIC vehicle tour of the Highlands 
and islands was launched in Inverness at the 
weekend, and is continuing to tour rural parts
of Scotland.

The tour has passed through Bonar Bridge,
Glenelg, Kyle and Applecross and is due to 
arrive in the Western Isles today (Thursday)
before heading back to Inverness on Friday.

The aim is to promote awareness that 
electric vehicles have a place in both city and 
rural communities and if planned properly, 
electric is a reliable method of powering
vehicles, demonstrated through the use of the
Route Monkey vehicle scheduling software.

MP for Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and 
Strathspey, Danny Alexander, who attended 
the launch of the tour in Inverness on
Saturday October 18, said: ‘I’m delighted to

help launch the Route Monkey EV Tour of the
Highlands. 

‘Electric vehicles are not just for the 
city. Increasing ranges and availability of 
charging points mean electric cars can be
used over longer distances and help keep our 
communities connected. 

‘By improving knowledge of the advantages 
of electric cars and by investing in 
infrastructure to support them, the Highlands
can lead the way in the use of electric 
vehicles.’

Colin Ferguson said: ‘Using technology,
we can show that plug in vehicles can work 
well regardless of topography or geography, 
and where better to showcase this than the 
Highlands and islands of Scotland.’

MUCKAIRN
session on Monday October 6 when they were joined by a
number of visitors.  

The theme this year is ‘A World to Serve’. After the opening
worship, Bill Leach gave an interesting talk on the Royal 
National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen and Oban War and 
Peace museum, telling his audience about their history and 
service over the years.  The vote of thanks was give by Jessie 
Servant and Stella Huntingford led the closing worship after 
which everyone enjoyed tea and biscuits.

BALLACHULISH community council met on Tuesday
October 7 when  matters discussed were: 

The community council is still waiting on an update on 
the national scenic area and has concerns about the lack of 
communication so far. Councillor Andrew Baxter said he 
would look into the matter. 

PC Paige MacDonald gave a police update but said it is

temporary position. Members of the community council said 

care home to Croft Road via Park Road. PC Macdonald 

and asked anyone who witnesses speeding drivers to contact 
local police. 

Ballachulish Community Company has applied for grant 
funding to cover legal fees to transfer ownership of the 
boatsheds to the company.

A member of the community council asked PC MacDonald 
if the police can speak to the Co-operative store personnel 
about safety issues in the car park as the tourist board signs 

responsibility of the shop. Both the community council and 
councillor Baxter have yet to receive a reply from the Co-

Progress is being made with the proposed war memorial for 
the village. A consultant has submitted a drawing showing 
the memorial at preferred locations. The community council
has applied for a Highland council ward budget grant to cover 
the consultant’s fees and a public meeting will be arranged.

Seven new Christmas lights have been purchased and a 
generator has been donated by Claymore Limited.

has gone through and the land has been marked off.
A Facebook page has been set up asking locals for a response

to speeding in the village. It will also ask villagers what speed 
restrictions they would like to see in place. 

The play park committee and Ballachulish Community
Company are both looking for new members.

CAOL community council 

since being reinstated earlier 
this year. 

The group met with 
residents at the community 
centre on October 4 to hear 
what they would like to see 
happen in the village. 

Sandy Watson, chairman of 
the community council, said: 
‘Thank you to everyone who 
came and to everyone who 
helped and donated home 
baking. Everyone had a great 
day.’

Morar children were
delighted when an Olympic

gold medallist came to
visit them. Rower Heather
Stanning, originally from

Lossiemouth, stopped off  at 
Lady Lovat primary school 
while on a trip home to the 
Highlands and showed the 
pupils her 2012 gold medal 

and other prizes.  

primary school recently 
visited a timber ‘troll’ bridge 
which they helped design on
the high route of the Great 
Glen way.

The children came down 
to inspect their handiwork,
which is one of many bridges 
along the scenic trail specially
built to create extra interest 
for visitors, complete with

Plockton high school held a disco to welcome its new fi rst year pupils. The theme was ‘All things American’ and pupils 
dressed up as cowboys, American Indians and fi lm stars with prizes for the best costumes. 

The King was not wrong when he described the white 
hind’s haunt as being ‘wild and waste’. Rannoch Moor 

rock and bog and one of the bleakest places in Scotland, 
especially in winter. 

In nearly every other Highland glen there are signs of 
habitation, but not here where the red deer, golden eagle, 
raven and peregrine have since time immemorial more or 
less had the place to themselves. 

Robert Louis Stevenson, in his well-known novel 
Kidnapped, says of Rannoch Moor, ‘a wearier looking 
desert a man never saw’. Years later another traveller 
wrote, ‘pray imagine the Moor of Rannoch, for who can 
describe it?’

Accompanied by Robert Campbell, Sir Duncan’s son 
and some of his men, John Scandaver, the King’s forester 
and two assistants, made their way north across moors
and over steep hill-passes to Achallader Castle which Sir 
Duncan had built 20 years earlier near Loch Tulla. By 
this time Scandaver carried a  telescope, then called a 
‘transparent’, which Lord Mar, keen to indulge the King’s 
whim, had given him on loan. 

As portable telescopes were invented only a few years
earlier by Johann Lippershay, a German-Dutch specta-

their use for stalking deer.

HARSH CONDITIONS: many deer will die in winter

AMPHITHEATRE: Coireach a Ba, Black Mount Estate

On the morning of February 22, the three Englishmen
with Robert Campbell in the lead followed by a number 
of his men, started off for Coireach a Ba in the knowledge
that the white hind had been spotted there the day before.
As there were no roads or pony paths, they had to walk.

dismal surroundings and the likelihood that by now he
realised it was mission impossible, ‘auld’ Mr Scandaver 
fell to his knees among the rocks saying he could go no
further. There the expedition ended, although if nothing 

white hind did exist.
Far from being displeased at the result, the King wrote

to Sir Duncan Campbell thanking him warmly for his 
willing assistance and for looking after John Scandaver 
so well. He ordered that the hind should be left alone until
the following spring when he would think of some other 
plan to catch her.  He never did and Sir Duncan sent him a 
live capercailze instead.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: Sandy Watson, chairman
of Caol community council, explains building plans to 

residents

pictures and poetry by the
children on an adjacent notice 
board.

Forestry Commission 
Scotland’s Sandra Reid 
said: ‘The students very
enthusiastically participated 
in the bridge’s creation by
drawing pictures and writing
poetry about trolls, leaves and 
the woodland faerie, Ghillie 
Dubh. It was a great day.’

Electric car tours Highlands

band at the World War One 
memorial concert at Mount 
Stuart on Tuesday November 
11, the 96th anniversary of 
Armistice Day.

Composer and arranger 
Barry Ould discovered the
march in storage at a college
in Edinburgh in 1993 and has 

spent several years attempting
to have Cole’s original works
published since.

Cole served in World War 
One due to his appointment 
as a bandmaster of the

and was killed by a German
sniper in April 1918 while 

rescuing wounded soldiers at 
the Somme. Tickets for the
concert are available from 
Brechin’s on Bridgend Street 
and from members of the
Bute community band, with 
proceeds to be donated to
Erskine, the charity for former 
service personnel.

First concert performance of soldier’s music 

Olympic
gold 
medallist 
visits Morar

TWO GP practice nurses from the Arrochar surgery are in
line for prizes at the prestigious Scottish Health Awards - 
after leading a team of local volunteers to work in Africa.

tional’, Angela McKell and Jean Cairns have been nominated 
in the ‘Top Team’ category, after a 17-day trip to Kenya where
they helped build a community centre, taught at schools and 
visited an orphanage.

Angela, also practice manager at the surgery, said they had 
been leading this initiative for around four years: ‘It gives
rural children a bit of a heads-up for future employment and 
was an amazing experience.’

Linda Skrastin, clinical services manager with NHS High-
land, said: ‘Angela and Jean have shown that, by going above
and beyond the call of duty, it is possible to make a positive 
and hopefully lasting impact on the lives of young people and 
the community as a whole.’

THEY say money doesn’t grow on trees, but a Tighnabruaich
community forest group hopes it will grow from public 
donations as it seeks funds to re-plant an area of woodland 
destroyed by storms last year.

to donate £20 each to its ‘Sponsor a Sapling’ campaign to 
raise £5,500 to plant 500 new trees and deer-fence the area.

name and visit their tree.

‘By giving the trees a head-start in our nursery we should 
avoid the need for more aggressive interventions such as deer 
culling or rhododendron burning.’

local schoolchildren. Fiona Hamilton, head teacher at 
Tighnabruaich primary school, said: ‘Having the pupils 
involved in establishing the tree nursery will give them a 
real sense of ownership and an opportunity to understand 
woodland management and the lifecycle of trees through 

Tignabruaich

Arrochar
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POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information about 
two thefts in the area. 

Sometime between 8.20pm on 
Tuesday October 14 and 9am
the following morning entry was 
forced to a vehicle in Park Road,
Ballachulish, and a number of 
power tools were stolen.

Sometime between October 4
and October 16 entry was forced
to Fort William Football Club
premises at Claggan Park and
confectionery was stolen.

Anyone with information about 
either of these incidents is asked 
to contact local police on 101 or

Fergus Munro, 16, from Corpach, had a successful Royal National Mòd, winning the gold badge for
boys solo singing in the 16-18 years category and the Turriff  trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic

between both the girls and boys competitions. He also lifted the Highland Society of London
trophy for the highest marks overall between both the girls and boys competitions. The Mòd in 

Inverness closed with one of the fi nest massed choirs in memory. The economic value of the Mòd 
to the local economy was believed to be in the region of £2.5 to £3.5 million. Full news on the fi nal 

events of the Mòd see pages 10-14.

POLICE in Lochaber have come

area.  

in. 

LOCHABER CONSTABLES HAD NO WRITTEN RECORD OF WARNING

Sheriff slams

during trial

Fort man 
facing jail 
following 
attack

‘Road to the Isles’ repair work starts

Thieves target Fort 
and Ballachulish

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words 
in length for publication on this page.

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed.

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times,
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of 
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
7 Difficulties between upper and lower types 

(5,8)
8 Wending it's way towards you (8)
9 Betting statistics (4)
10 Perturb (7)
12 Milk dispenser (5)
14 Hiding place (5)
16 Wise (7)
19 Expert (4)
20 Roof (8)
22 Unconventional tribunal (8,5)

Down
1 Family (4)
2 Accompany to a party (6)
3 Clothes for warm weather (1-6)
4 Grounds (5)
5 Ancient (3-3)
6 Coerce (8)
11 Throaty (8)
13 Cube of toasted bread (7)
15 Rubbed pen mark (6)
17 Guardian spirit (6)
18 Predator of the ocean (5)
21 Creole vegetable (4)

BHA FÌOR dheagh Mhòd Nàiseanta againn ann an Inbhir 
Nis, agus tha sinn glè mhoiteil leis mar a chaidh cùisean
dhuinn. 

Tha mòran ag ràdh gur e seo am Mòd a b’ fheàrr air 
am bheil cuimhne aca agus tuigidh sibh gum bheil sin
na thoileachas dhan fheadhainn againn a bha an sàs ga
lìbhrigeadh. Aig an aon àm tha mise glè mhothachail mar 
Fhear-Gairm na Comataidh Ionadail airson Mòd 2014 gum
faodadh an teisteanas seo air Mòd Inbhir Nis beagan tàmailt 
a chur air daoine eile a rinn dìcheall mhòr a’ lìbhrigeadh
Mhòdan Nàiseanta nan coimhearsnachdan fhèin thar nam
bliadhnaichean. Chan iarrainn gun tachradh leithid sin idir,
agus cha mhotha na sin a tha mi airson gun tèid dìmeas a
dhèanamh air saothair mhòr nam mìltean a th’ air cur ri
Mòdan thar ginealaichean.

’S e fìrinn na cùise gum bheil a h-uile Comataidh Ionadail
ag amas air an tachartas a b’ fheàrr a bh’ ann riamh agus
tha amas den t-seòrsa sin a dhìth gus a’ Chomataidh agus
a’ choimhearsnachd a bhrosnachadh nan cuid obair-
deasachaidh. Agus tha obair mhòr ann! Feumaidh Mòdan
atharrachadh fo bhuaidh na tha a’ tachairt san t-saoghal
mun cuairt mar a tha rudan eile de gach seòrsa. ’S e fìor 
thachartas mòr a th’ anns a’ Mhòd a-nise agus tha e cosgail
a chur air adhart, ach aig an aon àm thathas a’ dearbhadh
bliadhna an dèidh bliadhna gum bheil toradh buannachdail
às na tha de dh’airgead poblach ga thasgadh ann. Thathas
den bheachd gun tàinig mu thrì millean not a-staigh gu ruige
Inbhir Nis ri linn Mòd 2014 agus mar a bhiodh dùil tha sin a’
gluasad dhaoine gu bhith ga iarraidh air ais!

Bidh feadhainn ag ràdh gur e annas a th’ ann gun do mhair 
Gàidhlig beò a dh’aindeoin na dìol a dh’fhuiling i fhèin ‘s a
luchd-cleachdaidh agus theagamh gum bheil an aon seòrsa
spàirn agus dìorrasachd ri fhaicinn anns an taic shaor-
thoileach a tha a’ cumail a’ Mhòid Nàiseanta agus Mòdan
Ionadail a’ dol.

Às aonais na h-obrach a tha na mìltean de dhaoine a’ cur ris
na Mòdan Ionadail cha bhiodh iad ann idir, agus gu cinnteach
nam feumte pàigheadh airson na taice dhan Mhòd Nàiseanta 
bhiodh a’ chosgais na b’ fhaisge air trì chairteal a mhillean
seach a bhith beagan fo leth-mhillean. Shoirbhich Mòd 2014
ann an Inbhir Nis air sgàth co-obrachadh èifeachdach eadar 
daoine agus buidhnean aig an robh aonta agus tuigse air 
amas cultarail agus coimearsalta!

MANY factors contributed to the success of the Royal
National Mod 2014 in Inverness but the most important 
element was the effective co-operation among the many 
individuals and organisations involved and committed to a
common objective for this unique celebration of the Gaelic
language and culture.

private sponsors can also take considerable satisfaction in 

the area. Everyone a winner I hope.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell ) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

As the curtain goes down on this year’s Royal National Mod in Inverness, this week’s fl ashback photo shows Corpach
Gaelic choir at the Mod in Dunoon in 1968. Prints or emails of fl ashback photos should be accompanied by a caption, 

name, address and telephone number. Anyone who wishes a print returned must supply a stamped, addressed
envelope.

Corpach choir at Dunoon Mod - 1968

People must
keep Gaelic 
language alive
Sir,
Having met John Macleod at 
the Mòd service on October 
12, I read with interest your 
report on his opening speech
to the Mòd.  

However, having studied 
examples of language
maintenance in a number 
of other countries, I feel Mr 
Macleod’s comments are 
misguided.

Experience in other Celtic
communities in these islands
indicates that government led 
language movements produce
indifferent results whereas
in territories such as Israel,
the Faroe Islands and South
Africa, private initiative
and individual commitment 
have given rise to successful 
examples of language revival.

It is not within the power of 
the government to promote a
minority language. It has to
come from the people who
speak it.  

It is up to the membership
of An Comunn to promote 
Gaelic in their own daily lives,
not only one week a year but 
throughout the year.  

It is to be hoped An Comunn
Gàidhealach will broaden its
aims beyond its traditional 
objectives of music and 
singing and, if possible, work 

community.  
Some years ago a young 

Harris woman said to me
’S toigh leinn e, ach dé’m
feum a th’air?  (We like it, 
but what use is it?) It is to be 
hoped Gaelic will come to
be recognised as a working
language. Witness my own 
series of industrial histories,
which I hope will illustrate
the use of Gaelic in a working
context and in this way lead to

Richard Deveria, Gaelic
historian.

In favour of Mull 
road upgrade 
Sir,
The letter from David 
Woodhouse in last week’s 
Oban Times did not speak for 
me.

I am in favour of a twin 
track road from Craignure to 
Tobermory.

I will not comment on the
infrastructure improvements
required from Craignure to 
the Ross of Mull as I am not a
regular user.

Conversely our elected 
community council members
have every right to comment 
and suggest infrastructure for 
debate.

In 1964 the island’s main 
ferry link to Oban was
relocated to Craignure. The
new pier was built with 

bequest and in return the
people of Mull were promised 
that the inadequate 19th
century single track A848 road 
would be upgraded to twin

new road from Craignure to
Salen were completed in the 
1980s.

60mph? How would this affect 
the regularly nesting golden
eagles, just off the road in the
glen?

I have also seen an increase
in the number of otters being
killed on Mull roads. This new
road would only increase these
fatalities.

Please do not allow this plan
to come to fruition and spoil
the most beautiful place I have
ever visited.
Andy Bayes,
Cambridgeshire.

Dumbfounded 
over Kilbowie
House decision
Sir,
After reading last week’s
article on Bombadil 
Publishing’s relocation to 
Dornie, I felt compelled to 
write and give you the opinion 
of someone who actually
works in the children’s book 
industry.

I am disappointed Bombadil
Publishing won’t be coming to 
Oban and am disappointed in
the poor decision making of 
Argyll and Bute council.

In a town where commerce 
of all types has suffered over 
the last couple of years, the
arrival of Bombadil would 
have provided a much-needed 
boost to our town.

Oban would have become
internationally recognised 
as the home to a successful 
children’s publishing house 
which encourages, mentors
and rewards young people’s
participation in the arts.

More than a dozen new jobs 
would have been created with
Bombadil’s annual turnover in 

£4m.
Also, Kilbowie House would 

have been renovated and 
restored to its former glory.

The council placed a hugely

House and when it was told 
how far off the mark this 

for 12 months whilst it decided 
what to do next. 

During this time, the staff 
of Bombadil Publishing in 
Sweden were kept in limbo
awaiting to hear whether they
and their families would be
relocating to Argyll.

What was the council
doing during this time?
Did it seek advice from 
publishing professionals
regarding the positive, 
long-term effect of having a 
publisher in the town, or did it 
fail to see the ‘long view’ and 
became blinded by the promise

building? 
What will happen to 

Kilbowie now? I suspect 
housing is out of the question, 
as Gallanach Road would 
surely become clogged and 
unable to deal with more 

will turn its back on it and 
hope it crumbles away?

I’d love to hear from someone
from the council ranks to give
their point of view or perhaps 
from a pro-sale council mem-
ber who is as dumbfounded 
and exasperated as I am.
Andy Elkerton, by email.

Unfortunately, funding was 
diverted to central belt projects 
including emergency repairs 
to the Erskine bridge. The 
contractor and the valuable 
Tarmac plant left the island.

Our needs are greater now as 
the population of the north of 
Mull has doubled. Our island 
hospital has been relocated 
to Craignure and again we 
were promised, at a public
meeting in Craignure, that the 
road to Tobermory would be 
completed before the hospital.

Soon, two ferries, crossing
hourly, will replace the current 
single Isle of Mull ferry. The l

continuous with opposing 
vehicles meeting every few
minutes on the remaining six-
mile single track section from 
Aros to the Gualann Dhubh. 

The island has and requires 
for future sustainability a 
balance of economic drivers. 
We have tourism, rural 
industries - light and heavy 

and processing, farming and 
forestry and high quality
food production. We also 
have retail for need, retail for 
tourism, hotels and catering 
and in support we have highly 

deliveries. All these lifestyles
and rural industries require a 
balance of infrastructure and 
considered development, plus
affordable housing to create 
a great place where there are 
jobs and homes for our next 
generation. The 42 babies born
on Mull last year mean 42 jobs 
will be required in 16 to 20 
years time!

We need our promised 
twin track, the A848, to be 
completed now. I believe a 
completed east coast arterial 
road will help to preserve the 
beauty of our island.
Brian Swinbanks, 
Tobermory.

Sadness over 
island plan
Sir,
I read, with extreme sadness, 
about the plan to build a two-
lane road from Tobermory, 
isle of Mull, to the ferry port 
for Iona.

I have been visiting Mull 
for more than 30 years and 
have seen its popularity and 
importance as a wildlife 
haven increase beyond my

visited in the early 1980s.
It is the remoteness and the

slower pace of life that brings 
people to all of the islands. The
only people this road would 

who just pass through Mull on
their way to Iona. The beauty 
of Mull passes them by. It still 
will, but just faster.

Tourism, especially eco-
tourism, must be the biggest 
industry on Mull and there is 
no way this plan will encourage 
this type of person to visit. 
People visit Mull to enjoy an
experience totally different 
from their normal lives.
Driving on single-track roads
and using passing places
are an integral part of this
experience.

Why would anyone want to 
drive through the stunning 
beauty of Glen More at 

Truths about
crofting
Sir,
Please allow me to outline a
few truths about the pastime
known as crofting.

Despite the positive media
spin issued by the Crofting
Commission and others, this
system is hopelessly failing.

The Crofting Commission
and others blame all the
problems of crofting on a
group called ‘absentees’, a
derogatory label relating to
anyone who is deemed to live
more than 32kms from their 
croft.  The image created by
the commission of the hated 
‘absentee’ is, of course, one
which they equate to neglect.
Any purposeful use the
‘absentee’ uses his land for is
ignored by the commission
bureaucrats to give the illusion
that the land should be re-
claimed for sustainable use.
Their solution is to strip the
‘absentee’ of his tenancy in
favour of a ‘local crofter’. This
‘local crofter’ could very
well be someone living in a
completely separate district 
never mind village and already
working several other crofts.
This ruling is what creates
decay, reducing remoter 
districts to wastelands while
echoing the conclusions of 
Frank Fraser Darling’s studies
from 60 years ago about land 
deteriorating into wet deserts. 

Then, like now, these
warnings are completely
ignored as unpalatable by

making decisions on land-use.
The issue of multiple

tenancies often go hand-in-
hand with the convenient 
32km ruling, but there is a
further question to be posed:
who are the aspiring young
crofters looking for land?

Do they even exist? If so,
then why are there so many
multiple tenancies?

create nothing but poverty and 
the hectares of deteriorating
land, neglected drainage and 
broken fences are testament to 
the failure of this system. 

What would those who had to
make use of the land to survive 
think of the present situation? 
My forefathers in Uig, Lewis, 
had to literally create arable
land from scratch. 

They toiled relentlessly
over their scraps of land 
merely to survive. If they
could have hired the Brahan
Seer to inform them of the
deterioration and play-time
that has become of that land 
they created they would be
devastated. 

You must excuse my
interpretation of the facts as
I am but a simple country boy
who was brought up on a croft.

I therefore have no academic
background in reading
about crofting from books
or debating the subject with
gentlemen in tweed suits and 
clean brogues. 

My only experience of 
crofting has been limited to
the practical skills of land-use,
animal husbandry and the
communal township life of my
youth.
Angus Macdonald, by email.

Celtic 
Connections
2015
STUDENTS from the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 
recently played on the steps 
of the Royal Concert Hall,
Glasgow, as the programme
for Celtic Connections 2015 
was launched. 

More than 2,000 musicians 
from every corner of the
globe will come to Glasgow 
between Thursday January
15 and Sunday February 1
2015.  The festival will have 
many themes, one being 
‘Remembering the Late and 
Great’, when homage will be 
paid to musicians who have
left their mark on the current 
musical landscape.  

This will be the theme of 
the opening concert which
will be dedicated to Martin 
Bennett who passed away 10 
years ago. 

Also in this category,
concerts will pay tribute
to Ewan MacColl, who 
established the country’s

born legend Rory Gallagher 
and Pipe Major Donald 
MacLeod MBE, renowned 
for his bagpipe playing and 
compositions. 

Royal National
Mod 2014
MANY congratulations to 
all the prizewinners at this
year’s Mod, in which there 
was particular success for 
Glasgow choirs.  

Conducted by Kenneth 
Thomson, Glasgow Gaelic
Musical Association won
the Lovat and Tullibardine
competition and the 
competition for male voices
while Govan Gaelic choir, 
conducted by Donald Feist,
continued its success of 
last year by winning the
Puirt-a-beul competition. 

Young musician
of the year 
fi nalists
THE LINE-UP for the
BBC Radio Scotland Young
Musician of the Year award 

Cardross; Seamus O’Bao-
ighill, Skye and Gemma
Donald, Shetland. Scots
song singer Claire Hastings,
Dumfries; clarsach player 
Heather Downie, Dunblane;
and Gaelic singer Ainsley 
Hamill. 

Supporters of Clydebank 
and District Highlanders 
will be delighted Ryan
and Ainsley, who have
performed at their ceilidhs

award, held as part of Celtic
Connections.

Ceol’s Craic
THE NEXT meeting of 
Ceol’s Craic in the CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street, will be 
on Saturday November 1
from 7.30pm.  

Entitled ‘The Circle is 

Unbroken’ it will bring 

the folk scene of the 1960s
and 1970s with a younger 
generation of musicians who

their legacy.  
The evening will start 

with an instrumental set 
by Neil McDermott and 
Alistair Cassidy and this
will be followed by Margaret 
MacLeod, of Na h-Oganaich
fame, who will be joined 
by Alasdair Whyte and 
his band. Then it will be
the turn of Mike Heron, a 
folk pioneer and founding 
member of the Incredible
String Band. He has been
collaborating and touring
with Glasgow-based band 
The Trembling Bells and 
will include commissioned 
pieces in Gaelic together 
with Alasdair Whyte.

Congratulations
CONGRATULATIONS
to James Lindsay, bass
player with award-winning
Breabach, this year’s 
winner of the Martin Bennet 
Prize for a new musical 
composition.

Diary dates
Friday October 24: Tiree
Film Show, Crawford Hall,
Partick, 7pm for 7.30pm. 
St Andrew’s in the Square,
7.30pm, Rab Noakes.
Saturday October 25:  
Glasgow Skye Association
Marag Supper, Crawford 
Hall, 7.30pm.  An Comunn,
Stirling branch ceilidh,
Lesser Albert Hall, 7.30pm. 
Gaelic Day at Paisley
grammar school from 
9.30am. Telephone 07805
918509.
Sunday October 26:  Scot’s
Guards Piping Recital,
Haymarket, Edinburgh, 4pm,
Jack Lee. Cost £10. Curry
served after recital.
Monday October 27:  
Post Mod ceilidh, West of 
Scotland Cricket Club, Peel
Street, Partick.
Tuesday October 28: Gaelic 
singing workshops, Cafe, 74
Elderslie Street, 7pm, with
Margaret Macleod dealing 
with Murdo MacFarlane
songs and then a singing
session with Margaret 
at 8pm.  Places must be
booked, telephone 0141
341 1025 or email linda@
anlochran.com.  Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a
Waterloo Street, 8pm, James
Keelaghan.
Friday October 31:
Glasgow Uist and Barra
Association ceilidh dance,
Crawford Hall, 9pm to 1am.
Saturday November 1: 
Ceol’s Craic - see above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this
weekend will be provided 
by O’Cajunals on Friday and 
Parting Glass on Saturday
while in the Park Bar it 
will be Eriskay Lilt on
Friday,  Andrew MacDonald 
on Saturday and Robert 
Robertson on Sunday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

They are more deadly than Islamic State, Al-Qaeda 
and the Taliban put together. In the blink of an eye, a 

recklessness from drivers can cause such life-changing - not 
to mention life-ending  - carnage on our roads. 

daily on Argyll’s challenging highways beggars belief.
Argyll police revealed the dismal yet damning statistic

that 68 people suffered serious injury or were killed over the
course of the past 12 months. A recent UK government report 
drew the chilling conclusion that rural roads are 11 times
more deadly than Britain’s gridlocked motorways.

Yet Oban road safety campaigner Andy Elkerton admits the 

everyone but themselves for this dreadful toll. While the
state of many Argyll roads are a serious contributory factor,
it’s time, he argued, for a critical examination of our own
conduct behind the wheel. We couldn’t agree more.
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A NEW renewable energy scheme

INDEPENDENCE supporters 
in Lochaber have turned their
attention to helping those in 
need. 

referendum meeting in Caol 
community centre on October 
6 and members brought food
and money to be donated to the 
region’s food bank. 

Two car loads of provisions
and £378 was delivered to the 
charity’s Fort William storage
depot and food bank manager 
Alec McConnachie said it will
make a ‘huge difference’.

He added: ‘It was a massive
amount, six kilograms of food 
and £378. It’s really good of them
and we’ve had a lot of donations 
from churches and other groups 
as well.’

Fuel surcharge sparks outrage

SUCCESS: Donald Cameron, Lord Lieutenant of Locheil, 
cuts the ribbon at Slatach hydropower station, with Bob

Middleton 20_f43hydro02 

FORT William is to get a 

in the community for the male 
population to relax, talk and
take part in practical activities.

The concept originates in 
Australia and has spawned
thousands more ‘sheds’ across
the world, including very 
recently in Scotland.

The new ‘shed’ in Fort William
is holding an open meeting 
in the Alexandra Hotel next 
Wednesday, October 29, giving
men the chance to meet group
members.

Guest speaker Nick Pilbeam,
from the Westhill men’s shed 
near Aberdeen, will share his 
experiences of setting these 
groups up. The meeting runs 
from 7.30pm until 9pm.

A

Meeting will shed 
light on new group

Yes supporters dig 
deep for food bank 

Faster internet an
‘economic boost’

Drivers face 
diversion as A82 
trunk road closes 
for fi ve nights

Missing 75-year-
old found safe 
and well on Skye

Decision

GENEROUS: Banavie primary school pupils with food they collected for the elderly

ASSEMBLY: Lochyside RC
primary school pupils celebrate
the harvest festival 20_f43harvest01

FILMING: Callum MacLeod with Eeje Kim (centre right) and two members of the South Korean production team

Following in Isabella’s footsteps

THE SCOTTISH government 

sion for the North Uist wind 

man of the project calling it ‘a 
kick in the teeth’ for the island’s 
residents.

The proposed development 

munity, rising to over £450,000 

Holyrood.
This followed a late objection 

lodge by the Ministry of Defence 

(MoD), claiming the turbines
would interfere with defence 
radar systems.

Robert Fraser, chairman of 

pany (NUDC), said: ‘We do
wonder if there is a pattern here

gard for the clearly expresssed
wishes of the community would 
be the norm.

 ‘What would have been the
outcome, if we were 50 miles
nearer Stornoway, where most
of the councillors’ votes are to
be found.

‘We are now virtually the only
community in the islands which

is not able to derive community 

resource we have.’
The project had been given 

Defence in 2010 when it began,
only for a change of tack well 
into its development, which has 
dismayed and angered the local 
community.

An Ministry of Defence 
spokesperson outlined the

objection. 
He said: ‘We objected to the 

als on the Benbecula air defence

radar and also on the Hebrides
range control radar.

tinues to work with Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar to consider the
way forward.’

A Scottish government
spokesperson said: ‘Scottish
Ministers were responsible for
the determination of the North
Uist Development Company’s
wind turbine development at
Locheport.

‘As such, these determinations
were made following a thorough
consideration of all relevant
material issues and related 
assessments.’

Callum Ullman-Smith at nine years old, in 2012, beginning his 
three-year survey of palmate newts Photo Janet Ullman
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Opinion

SATURDAY marked the end 
of The Royal National Mòd 
2014.  It’s been a spectacular 

nine days as thousands of people 
(Gaels and non-Gaels) watched 
and participated in 200 compe-
titions celebrating traditional 
Gaelic language and culture.    

An Comunn Gàidhealach
president, John Macleod, started 
the week with his opening ad-
dress asking whether the Gaelic
Language (S) Act of 2005 has
given Gaelic ‘equal respect’ to the
English language, as promised 
when it was published with the 
authority and unanimous support 
of all political parties almost 10 
years ago.Many non-Gaels may 
ask ‘What’s the point of this and 
how would it even be achieved?’

Their view is that as a minority 
language spoken by such a small 
percentage of the country, surely
it’s a waste of money to invest in
it - and does Gaelic even have a 
place in a modern Scotland?

Gaelic has been under threat 
many times and we can trace 
its rise and subsequent fall 
throughout the centuries, yet it 
survives – and thrives. In the 
1600s there were policies forcing
Gaelic speaking families to send 
their children to be educated 
in English speaking school in 
the lowlands and the 1616 act 
of the privy council included a 
requirement that the children of 
the Highland nobility must be
capable of speaking, reading and 
writing English if they were to be 
recognised as an heir. Further-
more, the ‘de-Gaelicisation’ of 
the Highlands in the 18th century
led to Scots languages and tra-
ditions being banned after the 
Battle of Culloden in 1746.  Then 
the Education (Scotland) Act 
1872,banned Gaelic-medium ed-
ucation and saw pupils punished 
for speaking the language.  

Between the Act of 1872 and 
between local government 
re-organisation in the mid-70’s 
the education system provided 
little support for the language.
In these times when there was

little or no public agency support 
in existence, the National Mod – 
with the help of its supportive and 
passionate volunteers – helped to 

in the forefront of the thoughts of 
the wider Scottish population.

Most negative comments to-
wards Gaelic come from people 
who have had no real contact with
the language or the culture.  Many
people look at the population of 
Scottish towns and cities speak-
ing English and don’t realise
many of the people are bilingual. 
In addition, there’s an assumption 
that over the centuries, we ought 
to have accepted English as our 

also an image problem with
Gaelic speakers being portrayed 
as kilt-clad Northerners who have
never heard of a computer. People 
with these views expect children
to come out of Gaelic-education 
with a Brigadoon view of the
world and little else.  On the con-
trary, children in Gaelic-medium 
education are scoring highly
across all subjects, including 
English and maths. 

This is not a criticism of the 
English language, I have a great 
love of the language. I simply 
would like to see a level playing 

its importance in Scottish culture 
and heritage.  

I come from a Gaelic-speaking 
family and was born and brought 
up in Ness, Isle of Lewis, an area
with the highest number of Gaelic 
speakers left in any community in 
Scotland (in excess of 75 per cent 
at the last census).  

I can trace both our sides of the
family back approximately 300
years within this community. As
my family, friends and I grew 
older we began to understand 
that we had to embrace both our 
historic language and the English 
language. Our exciting visits to 
the island metropolis of Storno-
way brought home the reality that 

of our island, but that English was 

a necessity for our adult lives. We
readily accepted this situation 
and became completely bilingual
at an early age.

Many people simply think 
that traditional Gaelic culture
is old-fashioned and un-cool, 
which couldn’t be further from 
the truth. Events like The Mod, 
which celebrate traditional Gaelic
culture, are all modern in their 
organisation, communication and 
approach - but the competitions
will continue to celebrate the her-
itage and tradition of the culture.  

That doesn’t mean Gaelic
speakers are not modern and it 
doesn’t mean that if you love
Gaelic culture, you can’t also love
popular culture.  In the 1980s The 
Jam were my favourite band and 
they’re still the screensaver on my 
phone.  My favourite track of all
time is Teenage Kicks and John
Peel was my favourite DJ, but I
still loved The Mod and Gaelic 
singers – it’s not one or the other,
you can embrace both.

I have heard comments that 
Gaelic is niche, it’s not growing 
fast enough and it will never be
part of everyday life in Scotland, 
but my argument would be - why 
not? It’s part of mine and the other 
90,000 Gaelic/English bilingual 
speakers in Scotland.  I’m not 
suggesting that English is thrown 
out and you will be refused to be
served your pint of milk unless 
you ask for it in Gaelic.  

Rumours concerning minority
language communities, such as 
Quebec, which almost became
independent from the rest of Can-
ada, also make English-speaking 
Scots nervous.   

What I would like to see is the
country striving for the normali-
sation of a bilingual Scotland.

There are lots of little changes
that would mean a great deal to 
Gaels and introduce the language 
naturally to non-Gaels, without it 
being forced upon them.  Change 
isn’t something that will happen 
overnight or even over a couple
of years, but it is possible.  As 
construction takes place, signs

John Morrison,
chief executive of 
An Comunn 
Gàidhealach

WINNERS: The coveted prize of the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield was won by Glasgow Gaelic Musical
Association with Kenny Thomson as the conductor. 15_t43mod73

ATOMIC: The Piseagan won the Esme Smythe Trophy for the fi fth time - making the Argyll Ladies Choir the most successful in women’s 
singing competitions. 15_t43mod46

GOLDEN TIMES: The Oban Times 
Gold Medal was won by Rachel
Deans from Cumbernauld. She 

received the prize from The
Oban Times senior reporter

Louise Lee. 15_t43mod09

HAND OVER: Duncan Mac-
donald, chairman of the local

organising committee in Oban, 
receives the Mod fl ag. It will be

raised again next year in the
west coast town. 15_t43mod62

WINNER: Karen MacRae of 
Strath Choir which won The

Lorn Shield. It was presented
by Peter Griffi  ths of Caledonian 

MacBrayne. 15_t43mod64

SILVER: Riona Whyte (left) joins her pupils Donna Dugdale, from
Tobermory, and Hector MacKenchnie, Samharaidh, Lochaline,  who

won the silver pendant and silver medal respectively. 17_t43mod14

DOING FYNE: Tarbert Loch Fyne choir with conductor Hilary MacDonald. 17_t43mod34

BACK WIN: Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac (Back Choir) won the Grampian Television Trophy and the Angus Mac-
Tavish Memorial Trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic at the Choral Rural Open- Ladies competition. 

15_t43mod27

THOMSON: Kenny Thomson 
received the Donald Thomson 
memorial quaich from Ishbel 

Banks on behalf of the Thomson
family.

The prize is for the highest 
marks in Gaelic in the area

choirs competitions.
Donald ‘Mr Gaelic’ was a 

resident in Oban for 50 years. 
He was originally from Lewis 

but moved to the town to be the 
Gaelic teacher and deputy head

teacher at the high school.
He was the provost of Oban

three times. When he died this
quaich was given in his memory.
Ishbel was asked to present the
trophy as the Thomson family

have had a recent bereavement. 
Ishbel was delighted to present 

the cup. 15_t43mod48

Best for Mòd news and results
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REDOUBTABLE: Undeniably the king of Sine Bhan is Raibeart MacCallum. ‘Let it sing itself,’ he said 
- and it most certainly did. 15_t43mod74

WINNERS: Mull Gaelic Choir, under the baton of Elizabeth Jack, won the rural choirs’ Sheriff  MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich, The Selma Shield and The Grace Robert-
son Memorial Baton for the conductor of the choir gaining the highest marks in music. 15_t43mod24.

Badenoch Ladies won the Harris Tweed Authority Trophy in the 
waulking song competition on Friday. 17_t43mod39

GATHERING: More than an hour of singing was heard from thousands of choristers at Inverness Castle
esplanade on the fi nal Saturday. 15_t43mod61

MALE VOICE: The men sing their hearts out at the massed choir. 
15_t43mod78

FLAG: The handover of the Mod Flag between Allan Campbell and
Duncan Macdonald of Oban was met with a hearty cheer from the 

large crowd. Duncan told the choirs, during a very funny speech,  that
the Mod in Oban would be similar to the Mod in Inverness only there

would be ‘slower traffi  c’ and maybe it would rain. 15_t43mod76

Argyll’s Coisir Ceann an Tuirc performed in the male voice choir competition. 17_t43mod35

uilt, are put up, websites are bu
ca-literature published and edu

tional materials developed – at tional materials developed – 
this point they could be printed in
both languages at a minimal cost.
By arguing against this, aren’t 
people depriving Gaelic speakers 
of the equal respect promised to 
them?

The language is thriving - 30
years ago there were 10 children 
in Gaelic-medium education
and now there are over 4,000.  
Interestingly over the last few
decades, much of this increase 
comes from non-gaels discover-

lingual education.  This demand 
continues to grow particularly in
the cities.  Glasgow, Edinburgh
and Inverness are setting the pace 
for the rise of dedicated Gaelic
Schools providing excellent bi-
lingual educations but currently 
this is being stunted by the lack 
of teachers available. This is 
something councils are aware of 
and are looking at solutions for. 

Education is absolutely the
key to bridging the gap between 
Gaels and non-Gaels and creating
a place for the language in a mod-
ern and progressive Scotland.  It 
will help build generations of 
bilingual and proud Scots com-
peting on a world stage across a
variety of professions from sci-
ence, to music, to literature and 
even continuing our successful 
summer of sport. 

Our Gaelic Ambassador of the 
Year 2014, Kirsteen MacDon-
ald comes from a non-Gaelic 
speaking household, yet she went 
through Gaelic-medium educa-
tion and is now a very successful 
bilingual BBC presenter and 

had Ariel Killick performing as
part of the fringe.  An Australian
with Scottish heritage she decid-
ed to learn the language aged 19
having discovered her Scottish
ancestry, she is now Scotland’s 
only Gaelic street theatre artist, 
has worked as a government 
translator and is employed at 
most of Scotland’s large street 
festivals and celebrations, includ-
ing Glasgow 2014.

Kirsteen and Ariel are great 
examples of how non-Gaels can 
engage in Gaelic language and 
culture. 

Criticisms have been made that 
Gaelic culture feels exclusive
and that’s absolutely not the 
intention. I can understand how
some non-Gaelic speakers may

bridges between gaels and non-
gaels (normalisation) have not 
been made.  If you’re not seeing 
or hearing Gaelic in your every-
day life, of course you will feel 
excluded but it’s quite sad that 
it has become this way and on
the contrary we want the whole 
of Scotland to join in.  Gaelic is 
inclusive but until changes are 

to not feel like a minority and for 

non-Gaels to feel included, and 
this is a problem.  

One of the most regular criti-
cisms aimed at the Gaelic culture 
is based upon economics, which 
I nodded to earlier. Why should 
we spend precious resources on 
a language that is spoken by so 
few? Well, in short, Gaelic is an 
indigenous Scottish language
that shaped modern Scotland.
It is spoken by 1.2 per cent of 
the Scottish population and I 
understand that it consumes only 
0.8 per cent of the entire Scottish 
Government budget. The Gaelic 
community also pays taxes, is it 
not our right then to ask for our 
a share of this contribution when 
we are happy to fund mainstream
activity?  If the misconception is 
that those holding Gaelic culture 
close to their hearts are simply
suffering from nostalgia, then 
this can be easily remedied by
looking at the thriving schools 
and communities.  

The Mòd has been working for 
122 years to bridge the gap be-
tween Gaels and non-Gaels and 
increased competitor and visitor 
numbers show there is a growing
appetite for Gaelic and traditional
culture.  Other wonderful festi-
vals and events including Piping 
Live!, The World Pipe Band 
Championships, Tiree Music Fes-
tival, Heb-Celt, Blas and Celtic 

of fantastic traditional acts and 
singers and they often create
unique collaborations appealing
to music fans from across Scot-
land and beyond.  Who would 
have thought that the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers could enter the top
10 of the charts playing an Avicii
track on the bagpipes?  Radio 1 
listeners, whose core audience is 
18-25 loved and supported that 
tune. 

Julie Fowlis is one of Scotland’s 
greatest Gaelic exports and is 
an internationally acclaimed 
singer – she’s young, beautiful
and successful - who happens to 
sing in Gaelic.  

The reality is that Gaelic lan-
guage and culture is something
to be proud of and it’s the heart of 
who we are as Scots.  

Despite the best efforts over 
thousands of years there is still 
a thriving community that wants 
to share its passion with the rest 
of Scotland and not feel like a 
minority, unable to use their own 
language in their home country 
or exclude its fellow countrymen 
and women.  

Bilingualism is an asset and 
absolutely has a place in modern
Scotland – it’s providing a better 
education; it opens employment 
doors; it opens minds and it 
provides understanding in areas
such as geography and history
where place-names and events 
are steeped in Gaelic Heritage 
– surely that is worth investing 
in.  It can even be enjoyed in 140 
characters or less.

THE DANCING CONDUCTOR: Kenny Thomson organised the massed
choirs ‘on the hoof’ and made an impressive job of conducting.

15_t43mod75

Best for Mòd news and results
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FOLLOWING nine days of exciting compe-
titions and phenomenal performances, Am
Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail (The Royal National

Mòd), has been hailed a huge success.  It is set to
leave a legacy on the city as thousands of Gaels
and non-Gaels have celebrated and embraced 
traditional Gaelic culture.  A signature event of the
Highland Homecoming celebrations, the festival 

and is expected to have brought between £2.5mil-
lion and £3million to the local economy. 

Convener of The Highland Council, councillor 
Jimmy Gray said: ‘The Highland Council sees
this year’s Mod as an incredible success for the 
city as well as for competitors, their families, 
supporters, visitors to the Highlands, and not to
mention the people of Inverness, who have joined 
in and embraced this vibrant celebration of 
Gaelic culture. Businesses have received a very
welcome economic boost at what is traditionally
a quieter time of the year and the atmosphere
during the day and in the evening within the city 
centre has been really fantastic.  I am sure the 

come and we look forward to the opportunity of 
welcoming the Mod back to Inverness in the near 
future.’

choir procession through the city, culminating in 
a ceremony handing the reigns over to representa-

More than 3,000 competitors took part in 200 

Fringe events added to the electric atmosphere in 
Inverness.  Workshops, book readings, come and 
try sessions, concerts and gigs took place morn-
ing, noon and night across the Highland Capital.  
Visitor numbers are estimated as being over 8,500 
from across Scotland, the UK, Canada and even the
United Arab Emirates. 

Organised by An Comunn Gàidhealach, one of 
the world’s oldest and most respected Gaelic organ-

isations, the event is the most important festival of 
the Gaelic language in Scotland.  There was a sub-

singing events and an increase in high school choirs 
taking part, showing a rising interest in the festival
and traditional Gaelic culture.  

Top prizes included the children’s silver medal
(boys and girls) which made history when it went 
to brother and sister Catriona and John Alasdair 

awarded to siblings. 
The silver medals were won by Donna Dugdale 

from Mull and Hector MacKechnie from Morvern 
and the Gold Medals were clinched by father-of-
two Angus MacLeod from Inverness, who was the

and Eilidh Cormack from Portree who had entered 

brother Ruairidh won the men’s Traditional Gold 
Medal, while the women’s went to Ceitlin LR Smith 
from Ness, Isle of Lewis. Ceitlin came third in the

The Mòd fringe this year with her band Gria.  In the
big choir competitions, the Lovat and Tullibardine
Shield went to Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association
while the Margrat Duncan Memorial Trophy went 
to Aberfeldy and District Gaelic Choir.  Competi-
tions in Highland dancing, literature, piping and 
clarsach also took place.  

Says John Morrison, chief executive of An Co-
munn Gàidhealach: ‘This year has been so much
fun and we have seen incredible talent across all of 
the competitions.  I’ve also been encouraged by the

commenting on how much they have enjoyed it.’ 

who entered competitions and by offering my 
congratulations to all our worthy winners.  Most of 
all I want to thank our sponsors and supporters and 
every single person that contributed to the festival’s
organisation - from the local organising committee, 
to Highland Council, to our valued volunteers - we 
really couldn’t do it without you.  Here’s to Oban 

ABROTHER and sister have won the gold and 
traditional gold medal at Inverness Mod for 

her father, Arthur, was awarded the medal at the 
same age. Just a few hours later, big brother Ru-
airidh, 20, won the traditional gold medal.

six and it’s become an annual pilgrimage for my
whole family, we all love it,’ Eilidh said.

the gold medal and I’m absolutely shocked to have
won – I burst out crying when I realised. It’s such
a prestigious award and I thought it may take me a
few years to get close.

really proud. I’m so grateful to to the mod and can’t 
wait for the festival in Oban next year.’

A student at Sabhal Mor Ostaig, Ruairidh said: 
‘Yesterday (Thursday) morning when Eilidh won I 
couldn’t believe it myself. 

and then I thought, “oh boy  the pressure is on now”.
‘I’m very happy that she won as well, it’s an amaz-

ing achievement. It’s great to see so much success 
coming to Skye.’

to hold the gold and traditional gold medals at the 
same time, Ruairidh added: ‘It’s a strange feeling, 
it hasn’t sunk in. 

great feeling.’ 
Both Ruairidh and Eilidh owe much of their 

success to their parents -  Arthur, a stalwart of the 
Mod, and Gaelic teacher, Shona.

‘People think because you won it yourself you 
push them into it but they wanted to come and it’s 

‘My wife Shona is a Gaelic teacher at Portree 
High School and we brought the kids up in a Gaelic
speaking home, they all went to Gaelic Medium
Education and Eilidh is at Glasgow University
studying Gaelic. 

‘It’s fantastic that people are learning it outwith 
the home but it’s much better if you can do that at 
home. We thought if we are able to do it, we should 
do it.’

Family affair for the
Cormacks of Skye

2014 Mod hailed 
a cultural and

SALVER: Ainsley Hamill from 
Cardross won the Mary C 

MacNiven Memorial Salver 
while qualifying for the gold

medal fi nal at the Mod on
Wednesday. The 22-year-old, 

who won the silver pendant last
year, also played at the Mod 
Fringe Festival as part of her

band Barluath. 17_t43mod07

RURAL: Taynuilt Gaelic Choir performed in the rural choirs competition. 17_t43mod22

TIDY: Bruach Gaelic Choir from Lochaline, under the baton of Riona
Whyte, performed in the competition for rural groups. 17_t43mod19

SHIELD: Janet MacDonald hands over the Islanders Shield to Arlene
MacKerral of Islay Gaelic Choir. 15_t43mod44

LOVAT AND TULLIBARDINE: Chief secretary to the treasury Danny
Alexander hands over the most coveted prize in Gaeldom to Kenny

Thomson of Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association. 15_t43mod53

SWEET 18: Eilidh Cormack of 
Portree, Skye, won the gold 

medal at the Mod on Thursday, 
31 years after her father Arthur 

won the medal, also at the
tender age of 18. 17_t43mod17

GOLDEN GAELIC: Gold medal winner Angus MacLeod grew up in a 
Gaelic speaking household in Inverness, where his Lewis father and 

Skye mother ensured his Gaelic was ‘golden’. 17_t43mod15

FRIENDS: Carolyn MacDonald
of Tarbert gets a few musical 

tips from singer Robert 
Robertson of Fort William. 

15_t43mod66

JOINT WINNERS: Kenny Thomson of Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association (left) and Mary Ann Kennedy of Inverness Gaelic Choir
shared The Oban Times Silver Salver for the highest marks in music 
in the area choirs competition. The award was presented by Euan 

Paterson, news editor at The Oban Times. 15_t43mod69

OBAN: the town’s choir with conductor Sileas Sinclair. 15_t43mod60

Best for Mòd news and results
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PRIZE WINNERS: Isabelle Bain, 17, from Lewis won the former 
prize-winners title for under 19 competitors. 17_t42mod45

ASTUNNING commemoration to World War I,
the Falklands war and the power of reconcil-
liation moved many to tears in a packed town 

house in Inverness, last Wednesday.
Mac-talla Cogaidh, Echoes of War, was a powerful 

work by Oban men Eric Spence and Dave Mason,  
who were joined by Dingwall Gaelic Choir, Lochardil
primary school choir, accordionist Hamish Poulson 
and six Mod Gold Medal winners, including James 
Graham and Kirsteen Menzies.

The extensive work is based on the writings of Rev
John MacLeod a Lewis man, who became a minister 
in Oban.

Eric knew him due to his own time in the west coast 
town.

Eric was inspired by two of his greatest poems
Bantrach Cogaidh (The War Widow) and Nam Aonar 
Le Mo Smuaintean (Alone With My Thoughts).

Introduced with the pipe tune Lord Lovat’s Lament,
the event began like a military occasion, but quickly 

became a story through the outstanding performances.
MacLeod’s father was one of more than 200 men, 

most of them sailors, returning to the island from 
service in World War I, lost when the HMY Iolaire 
sank on New Year’s Day 1919.

MacLeod’s work tells the story of how his mother 
never recovered from the loss of her husband.

Nam Aonar Le Mo Smuaintean, which won an 
award at the Pan Celtic Festival in Kilarney, refers to 

of young Royal Marine Gordon MacPherson from 
Oban, who was killed in the Battle of Two Sisters, 
aged just 20.

Among the pieces Spence has selected is a carol, 
sung by the children of Lochardil Primary School, 

winter of World War I while a constant refrain will be 
the repeated words ‘Cha bhi cogaidh — war no more’.

Eric hopes next year’s Mod will hear a second per-
formance of the outstanding piece. ECHOES OF THE WAR: The performers at the start of a 40-minute commemoration to war and reconciliation. 15_t42mod94

on Institute, Stornoway, won The Oban Times Challenge Trophy for high school choirs. The newspaper’s senior reporter Louise Lee presented the prize to conductor Margaret McLellan. Nicolso 15_t42mod60

Bethan Sexton, left, and Shannon MacLean, both of Mull, came
third in the duet for 16-18 years (fl uent). 15_t42mod93

Echoes of War stirs the
emotions in a powerful
tribute to servicemen

MACPHEE MEDAL WINNERS: Hannah Calder, Àrd-sgoil Lochabair,
won the girls’ James C MacPhee Memorial Medal, The Alexander
Hamilton Trophy for the highest mark in Gaelic in competitions 

C102 and C103 and The Jean Graham Trophy for the highest mark 
in Music in competitions C102 and C103. Lewis Davey, Còisir Òg 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, won the boys’ James C MacPhee Memorial Medal.

15_t42mod49

SILVER: Ceitidh Dhomhnallach
of Barra won a second place
in reading a piece of prose. 

15_t42mod91

FAMILY AFFAIR: Ann Marie, Chelsea and Krystal McLean from 
Campbeltown. The trio performed in the songs of the Hebrides 

competition. t42mod89

THE PRIDE OF CALMAC: Lochaline ferryman Hector MacKenzie
started the Mod with only a few expectations but the medals just 

kept on coming. 15_t43mod90

WINNERS: Hamish Kennedy, 9, from Lochaline won 
the learners poetry competition (9-10 years) and

Finlay Cameron, 11 also of Lochaline who won the
solo singing (11-12 years) 15_t42mod54

FLOURISHING: The Gaelic language is really taking off  in
Lochaline with Florianna Lawrence, 10, and Rachel Bolton,

12, both pupils of Riona Whyte. 15_t42mod55

FOUFOUOUFOUFOUR YR YR YEAREAREA S: S InvInvInvInveraeraererarayrayrayray’’’s’s HoHolHolly lylly RenRenRenRentontonontonton 
andandd CaCaCaCara ra ra BlBlyBl th,th, whhhwho ho hhaveave beb enen sigsigninning gg 

togtotogo ethher er forfor fofour ur yeayears,rs, totook okk thethet  
brorobrb nzeen babadgedge inin ththe de duetuet fofor lr leaearners 

ageaged 1d 13 t3 to 1o 15.5 17_t417 2mod3o 99

GLASGOW ISLAY: Adam and Reece MacDonald from 
Glasgow Islay Choir enjoyed competing at the Mod on

Monday. 17_t42mod35

Best for Mòd news and results
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RESULTS

JOY: Aberfeldy and District were winners of the Margrat Duncan Trophy. 17_t43mod58

LORN SHIELD: Strath Gaelic Choir, Skye, won the Lorn Shield in the rural choirs competition. They also
lifted the Captain Angus Stewart Trophy for the highest mark in music, while conductor Karen MacRae

was awarded The Mrs Catherine C MacDonald Silver Baton. 17_t43mod30

Carloway Gaelic Choir, from Lewis, performed in the contest for
rural choristers. 17_t43mod33

PRIZES: Anne Barlow, conductor of Taynuilt Gaelic Choir, and Riona
Whyte of Burach. 15_t43mod42

CREATIVE: Catriona Bain, 15, from Lewis, won the creative writing 
competition for teenagers after submitting an original Gaelic story. 

17_t43mod4

RUNNERS-UP: Islay Gaelic Choir, second in the rural choirs competition and third in the puirt. 17_t43mod32

WEDNESDAY:
Gold Medal Heat Prescribed (Ladies): 
Mary C MacNiven Memorial Salver: 
1 Ainsley V Hamill, Càrdanros, The 
Mary C MacNiven Memorial Salver, 2 ,
Isabel NicLeòid, Càrlabhagh, 3 Ceit-
lin LR Smith, Eilean Leòdhais.  Gold 
Medal Heat Prescribed (Men): The Cal-
edonian MacBrayne Trophy: 1 Aonghas 
MacLeòid, Inbhir Nis, The Caledonian
MacBrayne Trophy, 2 Dòmhnall-Iain 
MacIlleDhuinn, Glaschu, 3 John 
Howieson, An t-Eilean Sgitheanach.  
Gold Medal Oran Mòr (Ladies): Mr 
& Mrs Archibald MacDonald Trophy:
1 Eilidh NicCarmaig, Port Rìgh, The
Mr & Mrs Archibald MacDonald 
Memorial Trophy, The Joyce Murray
Trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic 
competition A222, £30 (Jessie M
MacLachlan Memorial Prize), 2 Ceitlin
LR Smith, Eilean Leòdhais, 3  Ain-
sley V Hamill, Càrdanros.  Gold Medal 
Oran Mòr (Men): F S Cameron-Head 
Memorial Trophy: 1 Dòmhnall-Iain 
MacIlleDhuinn, Glaschu, The F S 
Cameron-Head Memorial Trophy, £10
(John A MacRae, Glasgow), 2 John 
Howieson, An t-Eilean Sgitheanach, 
3 =Iain Gordon, Inbhir Narann and 
Aonghas MacLeòid, Inbhir Nis. 
Puirt-a-Beul Ladies and Men Open:
Duncan Johnston Memorial Trophy: 1 
Ceitlin LR Smith, Eilean Leòdhais,The
Duncan Johnston Memorial Trophy, 2
Ainsley V Hamill, Càrdanros, 3 Lisa 
Anne Fiona NicDhòmhnaill, Ulapul.  
Oban Times Gold Medal: Prescribed 
song composed by a Lorn bard: 1 Raon-
aid M. J. Deans, Comar nan Allt, ‘Oban 
Times’ Gold Medal, 2 Linn Phipps, 
Eilean Leòdhais, 3 Carol MacLean, To-
bar Mhoire.  Traditional Song Learners:
The George Clavey Memorial Quaich: 1 
Anne Bennett, Dùn Deagh, The George 
Clavey Memorial Quaich, 2 Sheena 
MacRitchie, Peairt, 3 =Fiona Ross, 
Glaschu and Hector MacKechnie, Sam-
haraidh.  Silver Pendant Heat - Ladies: 
The Margot Campbell Trophy: 1 Donna
Dugdale, Tobar Mhoire, The Margot 
Campbell Trophy, 2 Kirsten Laurie,
Ìle, 3 Rena Gertz, Prestonpans.  Silver 
Pendant Heat - Men: The Katie Stewart 
Memorial Trophy: 1 Hector MacKech-
nie, Samharaidh, The Katie Stewart 
Memorial Trophy, 2 Fergus Muir, Ìle, 
3 Campbell McKenzie, Steòrnabhagh.  
Silver Pendant Working Song - Ladies: 
Catherine M B Dunlop Quaich: 1 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobar Mhoire, Catherine M B
Dunlop Quaich, 2 Sandie Kennedy, St.
Andrews, 3 Sheena MacRitchie, Peairt.
Silver Pendant Sea Song - Men: Bank of 
Scotland Cup: 1 Fergus Muir, Ìle, Bank 
of Scotland Cup,2 Campbell Mc-
Kenzie, Steòrnabhagh, 3 Iain Eachann 
Ros, Inbhir Nis.  Kennedy- Fraser Cup:
Songs of the Hebrides: 1 Anne Bennett, 
Dùn Deagh, The Kennedy-Fraser 
Cup, The Johanna Fortune Memorial 
Trophy, £30 (ACG), 2 Nicola Pearson, 
Eilean Leòdhais, £20 (ACG),3 Chelsea 
McLean, Ceann Loch Chille Chiarain.
Sarah Weir Trophy Ladies/Men: Song 
related to Mull or Iona: 1 Anne Bennett,
Dùn Deagh, The Sarah Weir Memorial 
Trophy, £20 (Mull & Iona Association), 
2 Gordon McKeeve, Glaschu, £15
(Mull & Iona Association), 3 Emma 
A C Deans, Comar nan Allt.  Senior 
Precenting: Dr Alasdair Patrick Barden 
Memorial Salver: 1 Dòmhnall Ma-
cleòid, Càrlabhag, Dr Alasdair Patrick 
Barden Memorial Salver, £50 (Gaelic 
Society of the Episcopal Church).  Skye 
or Sutherland Song: John D Gillies

Memorial Trophy: 1 Anne Bennett, 
Dùn Deagh, The John D Gillies 
Memorial Trophy, 2 Catherine Tinney,
Eilean Leòdhais, 3 Morven MacLeod,
Inbhir Nis.  Senior Duet Singing: Neil
MacLean and Jenny M B Currie Tro-
phy: 1 Karen MacRae & Heather Healy,
Port Rìgh, The Neil MacLean & Jenny 
M B Currie Trophy, £20 (Mull Local
Mòd), 2 Elizabeth Campbell & Alison
Campbell, Arasgain, £15 (Mull Local
Mòd),3 Emma A C Deans & Rachael
M J Deans, Comar nan Allt, £10 (Mull 
Local Mòd).  Clarsach Self Accompa-
niment: The Glendale Quaich: 1 Lili
McShea, Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce,
The Glendale Quaich, Gold Badge, 2
Bronwen Stahl, Bun-sgoil Taobh na 
Pàirce, Silver Badge, 3 Rachel Grigor,
Àrd-sgoil Boroughmuir, Bronze Badge.
Clarsach Introductory: The Helmsdale
Trophy: 1 Isabelle Davidson, Peairt, 
The Helmsdale Trophy,Gold Badge, 2
Aoife-Rosa Gibb, Bun-sgoil Taobh na
Pàirce,

Silver Badge, 3 Mia Mutch, Bun-
sgoil Chille Mhoire, Bronze Badge.
Clarsach Elementary Juniors: The
Florence Wilson Trophy: 1 Sandy
MacGregor, Bun-sgoil Taobh na
Pàirce, The Florence Wilson Trophy,
Gold Badge, 2 Anna Halliday, Bun-
sgoil Taobh na Pàirce, Silver Badge, 3 
Mollaidh Nicholson, Bun-sgoil Taobh
na Pàirce, Bronze Badge.  Clarsach
Intermediate 1 Juniors: K Barry 
Milner Trophy: 1 Anna NicNeacail,
Àrd-sgoil Phort Rìgh, The K Barry 
Miller Trophy, Gold Badge, 2 Katrina
Cameron, Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce,
Silver Badge, 3 Lili McShea, Bun-
sgoil Taobh na Pàirce, Bronze Badge.
Clarsach - Intermediate 2 (Open): One 
Prescribed - One own choice: 1 Mere-
dith Kiemer, Aberfoyle, The Lawrence 
MacDuff Cup, Gold Badge, 2 Sheena
MacGregor, Àrd-sgoil Sheumais
Ghilleasbuig, Silver Badge,3 Som-
hairle MacLeòid, Àrd-sgoil Sheumais
Ghilleasbuig, Bronze Badge.  Clarsach
Advanced Juniors: Duncan Chisholm 
Trophy: 1 Lola Gibb Flexen, Àrd-sgoil
Broughton, The Duncan Chisholm 
Trophy, Gold Badge, 2 Ciorstaidh-Sa-
rah Chaimbeul, An Caol, Silver Badge,
3 Catriona Clark, Àrd-sgoil Caisteal
Dhùghlais, Bronze Badge.  Clarsach 
Senior: Elementary: 1 Anne Stephen,
Aberfoyle, Jean C Campbell Award, 
2 Ninetta Santoro, Bearsden,3 Susan
MacKay, Dumbarton.  Clarsach - Solo 
Playing (Intermediate/Advanced): 1
Rachel Rutherford, Milngavie, The
Elspeth A Hyllsted Trophy.  Clarsach
Open: Original Composition: 1 Anna
Westwell, Leith Walk Primary, The
Margaret Balfour Trophy, 2 Laura
Penman, 3 Sonny Gibb Flexen, Bun-
sgoil Taobh na Pàirce.  Clarsach
Duets U13: Own choice: 1 Lola Gibb 
Flexen & Laura Penman, Àrd-sgoil
Broughton agus Bun-sgoil Taobh Na
Pairce, The Lord Birsay Trophy, Gold 
Badges, 2 Eilidh Lamb & Katrina
Cameron, Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce,
Silver Badges, 3 Bronwen Stahl & Lili 
McShea, Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce,
Bronze Badges.  Clarsach Duets 13-19:
Comunn na Clarsaich Cup: 1 Ishana
Graham & Charlotte Luke, Acada-
maidh Chùlodair agus Acadamaidh 
Rìoghail Inbhir Nis, Comunn na Clar-
saich Cup, Gold Badges, 2 Alice Guse
& Meredith Kiemer, Acadamaidh
Dhùghlais, Silver Badges.  Clarsach
Open: Ensembles: 1 Bun-sgoil Taobh 
na Pàirce, Pilgrims Harp Trophy.

Clarsach Seniors: Duets: 1 Rachel
Rutherford & Ruaidhri Irvine, Miln-
gavie, Drumelzier Quaich, 2 Ninetta 
Santoro & Chris Whitelaw, Bearsden, 
3 Anne Stephen & Catriona Gorgas,
Aberfoyle.  Clarsach open: Comunn 
na Clarsaich (Edinburgh Branch)
Trophy: 1 Anna Westwell & Magnus
Westwell, Àrd-sgoil Broughton 
agus Ard-sgoil Coille nan Ridirean,
Comunn na Clarsaich (Edinburgh 
Branch) Trophy, Gold Badges.  Radio
Project Primary: Prepare a radio pro-
gramme: 1 Eòin Coinneach Cuime-
anach, Bun-sgoil Gheàrrloch, Gold 
Badges,£125, 2 “Tagaid na h-Oidh-
che”, Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Silver 
Badges, £75, 3 “Rèidio Mòr” Sgoil
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Bronze Badges,
£50.  This year’s Literature com-
petitions were sponsored by: SQA, 
Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, Clan 
Currie, Ùghdarras a’ Chlò Hearaich, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig and An Comunn 
Gàidhealach.  Video Project Primary:
Prepare a video programme: 1 Eòin 
Coinneach Cuimeanach, Bun-sgoil
Gheàrrloch,£125.

This year’s Literature competitions 
were sponsored by: SQA, Comhairle
nan Leabhraichean, Clan Currie,
Ùghdarras a’ Chlò Hearaich, Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig and An Comunn Gàid-
healach.  Bible Reading Open 13-15: 
Mrs Stewart-Simla Prizes: 1 Alex
John Morrison, Sgoil MhicNeacail,
Gold Badge and Bible, 2 Catriona 
Bain, Sgoil MhicNeacail, Silver Badge
and Bible, 3 Somhairle MhicLeòid, 
Ard-sgoil Sheumais Ghilleasbaig, 
Bronze Badge and Bible. Prizes from
the late Mrs Stewart-Simla.  Art 
Poster Open 13-15: Prepare a Poster: 
1 Logan Edgar, Àrd-sgoil Mhalaig,
Gold Badge,£50, 2 Cian McVarish,
Àrd-sgoil Mhalaig,Silver Badge, £40, 

3 Alicia Poole Fuste, Àrd-sgoil 
Mhalaig, Bronze Badge, £30.  This
year’s Literature competitions were 
sponsored by: SQA, Comhairle nan
Leabhraichean, Clan Currie, Ùghdar-
ras a’ Chlò Hearaich, Bòrd na Gàidhlig
and An Comunn Gàidhealach.  Liter-
ary Fluent 16-18: Write story,poem or 
article: 1 Kathleen MacKinnon, Àrd-
sgoil Thiriodh, Gold Badge, £125, 2 
Iain Boyd, Isle of Lewis, Silver Badge, 
£75, 3 Deana Anne NicLeòid, Sgoil
MhicNeacail, Bronze Badge, £50.  
This year’s Literature competitions 
were sponsored by: SQA, Comhairle
nan Leabhraichean, Clan Currie,
Ùghdarras a’ Chlò Hearaich, Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig and An Comunn Gàid-
healach.  Art Poster Open 5-6: Pre-
pare a Poster: 1 Amy Darroch, Sgoil
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Gold Badge, £50,
2 Eilidh Smith, Fòram Gàidhlig na
h-Eaglaise Brice, Silver Badge, £40, 
3 Mhàiri Smith, Fòram Gàidhlig na
h-Eaglaise Brice, Bronze Badge, £30.
This year’s Literature competitions 
were sponsored by: SQA, Comhairle
nan Leabhraichean, Clan Currie,
Ùghdarras a’ Chlò Hearaich, Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig and An Comunn Gàid-
healach.  Art Poster Open 7-8: Prepare
a Poster: 1 Maria Monk, Sgoil Ghàidh-
lig Ghlaschu, Gold Badge, £50, 2 Ross 
MacLeòid, Bun-sgoil Stafainn, Silver 
Badge,£40, 3 Daniel MacLeòid, Sgoil 
a’ Bhac,Bronze Badge, £30.  This
year’s Literature competitions were 
sponsored by: SQA, Comhairle nan
Leabhraichean, Clan Currie, Ùghdar-
ras a’ Chlò Hearaich, Bòrd na Gàidh-
lig and An Comunn Gàidhealach.  
Conversation Fluent 9-10: The Ewan 
Dingwall Memorial Trophy: 1 Màiri
NicIain, Sgoil Phaibil, The Ewen
Dingwall Memorial Trophy, Gold 
Badge, 2 Calum E MacMillan, Sgoil
Dhalabroig, Silver Badge, 3 Finlay 
MacLennan, Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig
Inbhir Nis, Bronze Badges.  Conversa-
tion Fluent 11-12: Conversation on any
subject: 1 Marion MacCorquodale, 
Sgoil Lionacleit, Gold Badge, 2 Eòin
Coinneach Cuimeanach, Bun-sgoil
Gheàrrloch, Silver Badge, 3 Dòmhnall
Lachlann Peutan, Bun-sgoil Cnoc 
na Creige, Bronze Badge.  Bible 
Reading Fluent 9-10: Prizes from
Mrs Stewart-Simla: 1 Isla NicLeòid, 
Bun-sgoil Stafainn, Gold Badge and 
Bible, 2 Seumas Caimbeul, Bun-sgoil
Chille Mhoire, Silver Badge and 
Bible,3 Eòin Coinneach Cuimeanach,
Bun-sgoil Gheàrrloch, Bronze Badge 
and Bible. Bibles from the late Mrs
Stewart-Simla.  Literary Fluent 11-12: 
Write story,poem or article: 1 Murdo 
Angus Kennedy, Sgoil na Pairc, Gold 
Badge,£80, 2 Isla NicLeòid, Bun-sgoil 
Stafainn, Silver Badge,£40, 3 Anna 
NicIain, Sgoil Lionacleit, Bronze 

Badge, £30.  This year’s Literature
competitions were sponsored by: SQA,
Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, Clan
Currie, Ùghdarras a’ Chlò Hearaich,
Bòrd na Gàidhlig and An Comunn
Gàidhealach.  Art Poster Open 9-10:
Prepare a Poster: 1 Erin NicIlliosa,
Bun-sgoil Stafainn, Gold Medal, £50, 
2 Ealasaid Maclean, Lismore Primary, 
Silver Medal, £40,  3 Anndra Monk,
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Bronze
Medal,£30. Art Poster Open 11-12:
Prepare a Poster: 1 Elizabeth Alessia-
ley Lunardini, Drochaid a’ Bhanna,
Gold Medal, £50, 2 Lois MacLeod,
Inverness, Silver Medal,  £40, 3
Isla NicLeòid, Bun-sgoil Stafainn,
Bronze Medal, £30.  Reading Prose
Fluent U13: Reading prose chosen by
adjudicator: 1 Isla NicLeòid, Bun-
sgoil Stafainn, Gold Badge, 2 Eòin
Coinneach Cuimeanach, Bun-sgoil
Gheàrrloch, Silver Badge, 3 Marion
MacCorquodale, Sgoil Lionacleit, 
Bronze Badge.  Conversation Fluent 
13-15: The Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Silver 
Medal: 1 Catriona Bain, Sgoil Mhic-
Neacail, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Silver 
Medal, Gold Badge,2 Claire Frances
NicNìll, Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteal,Sil-
ver Badge, 3 Kirstyn Howarth, Acad-
amaidh Rìoghail Inbhir Nis,Bronze
Badge.  Reading Prose Fluent 13-15:
Reading prose chosen by adjudicator:
1 Catriona Bain, Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Gold Badge, 2 Ceitidh Dhòmhnallach,
Eilean Bharraigh,  Silver Badge, 3
Claire Frances NicNìll, Sgoil Bhàgh 
a’ Chaisteal,Bronze Badge.  Literary
Fluent U13: Write story, poem or 
article: 1 Catriona Bain, Sgoil Mhic-
Neacail, The Falkirk Tryst Trophy,-
Gold Badge,£125, 2 Eilidh Reid, Isle
of Lewis, Silver Badge, £75, 3 Roddy
Thomson, Sgoil Lionacleit, Bronze
Badge,£50. New Gaelic Song, set to
music: The Alan Forrester (Carloway)
Trophy: 1 Cairistiona Stone,£200,
Alan Forrester (Carloway) Trophy.
New Play on any subject: Duais
Gasaet Steòrnabhaigh: 1
F. Ann MacLean, Isle of Lismore,
Duais Gasaet Steòrnabhagh.  Writing:
Article less than 2000 words: 1 F. Ann
MacLean, Isle of Lismore, £30.  3
pieces of Poetry: Ailsa Quaich, Glas-
gow Lewis & Harris Gold Medal: 1 
Ailean Dòmhnullach, Inbhir Narann,
£30, Ailsa Quaich and Lewis & Harris 
Gold Medal,  2 F. Ann MacLean,
Isle of Lismore, £20, 3= Sandaidh
NicDhòmhnaill Jones, Uibhist a Deas
and Doreen Macdonald, Inbhir Nis.
4 part Musical Arrangement: The
Anne MacDearmid Trophy: 2 Sandy
NicDhòmhnaill Jones, Uibhist a Deas,
£30.  Non Fiction Prose (c 2000 words):
John Angus Macleod Quaich: 1 Cair-
istiona Stone, John Angus Macleod 
Quaich, 2 F Ann NicIlleathain.  Silver 
Pendant Final Men: Silver Pendant: 1 
Hector MacKechnie, Samharaidh, Sil-
ver Pendant, £50 (Clì Gàidhlig), The
Alasdair MacInnes Memorial Trophy,
2 Fergus Muir, Ìle, £30 (Clì Gàidhlig),
3 Iain Eachann Ros, Inbhir Nis,
£20 (Clì Gàidhlig).  Silver Pendant 
Final Ladies: Silver Pendant: 1 Donna
Dugdale, Tobermory, Silver Pendant,
£50 (Clì Gàidhlig),The Catherine
Gemmell Memorial Trophy, (Highest 
marks in competition SS254F),The
John A MacRae Quaich, (Highest 
aggregate marks in Music for A250,
A252, SS254F or A251, A253 &
SS254M), The Morag Robb Memorial
Salver, (Highest aggregate marks in
Gaelic for A250, A252, SS254F or 
A251, A253 & SS254M), 2 Kirsten
Laurie, Ìle, £30 (Clì Gàidhlig), 3
Ellen L Beard, Dùn Èideann, £20 (Clì 
Gàidhlig).

THURSDAY:
Quartet Competition Senior Open: 

Stornoway Gaelic Choir Cup: 1 Na
Boireannaich Eile, The Stornoway
Gaelic Choir Cup, £30 (An Comunn
Gaidhealach),The Marshall Stormonth
Memorial Trophy for the highest 
mark in Music, 2 Còrdadh, The Ian 
Crighton Memorial Trophyfor the
highest in Gaelic,3 Dealrach.  Solo
Self Accompaniment: The Largs
Trophy: 1 Iain Gordon, Inbhir Narann,
The Largs Trophy, £30 (An Comunn
Gàidhealach), 2 Iain Blair, Isle of 
Skye, £20 (An Comunn Gàidhealach).
Choral Rural: The Lorn Shield: 1
Còisir Ghàidhlig an t-Sratha, The
Lorn Shield, The Mrs Catherine C
MacDonald Silver Baton to the Choir 
Conductor (Karen MacRae), £100 (An
Comunn Gàidhealach), The Captain
Angus Stewart Trophy for the highest 
marks in Music, 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig

Mhealbhaich, £60 (An Comunn 
Gàidhealach), 3 Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac,
Hamish Graham (Strath) Trophy for 
the highest marks in Gaelic A300, 
A305 and A306, Sandy Herron Cup 
for the highest marks in Music A300, 
A305 and A306, £40 (An Comunn 
Gàidhealach).  Choral Rural: The 
Sheriff MacMaster Campbell Memori-
al Quaich: 1 Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein 
Mhuilich, The Sheriff MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial Quaich, =The 
Selma Shield for the highest marks in
Gaelic (Shared with Còisir Ghàidhlig
Ìle), The Grace Robertson Memorial 
Baton for conductor of the choir 
gaining highest marks in Music(Eliz-
abeth Jack), £60 (Royal Mail),2 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, £50 (Royal Mail), 3= 
Bùrach and Còisir Ghàidhlig Thaigh 
an Uillt, £40 (Royal Mail). The Grace 
Robertson Memorial Baton to the
conductor (John Brozovsky)of the 
choir (Lairg Gaelic Choir) gaining the 
highest marks in Music.  Choral Rural
Open - Ladies: Grampian Television 
Trophy: 1 Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac, Gram-
pian Television Trophy, £50 (Royal 
Mail), Angus MacTavish Memorial 
Trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic,
2 Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilean Mhuilich, 
£30 (Royal Mail), Rotary Club of 
Blairgowrie Trophy for the highest 
marks in Music, 3 Lochs Gaelic Choir,
£20 (Royal Mail).  Choral Rural Puirt-
a-Beul: Aline MacKenzie Memorial 
Trophy: 1 Lochs Gaelic Choir, Aline 
MacKenzie Memorial Troph, John 
Young Memorial Baton to the con-
ductor (Ronald Murray), £50 Royal
Mail, Evelyn Huckbody Memorial 
Trophy for the highest marks in Music, 
Calum Robertson Memorial Trophy 
for the highest marks in Gaelic, 2 
Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac, £30 Royal Mail, 3 
Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle, £20 Royal Mail.  
Gold Medal Final Ladies: An Comunn 
Gaidhealach Gold Medal - Ladies: 
1 Eilidh NicCarmaig, Port Rìgh, An 
Comunn Gàidhealach Gold Medal,The 
Islander Shield, 

£75 (An Comunn Gàidhealach),The 
Donald Thomson Prize (£35), An Co-
munn Gàidhealach Prize for the high-
est aggregate marks in Music (£25), 
2= Ceitlin LR Smith, Eilean Leòdhais 

and Ainsley V Hamill, Càrdanros,
£35 (An Comunn Gàidhealach), 4
Isabel NicLeòid, Càrlabhagh, £20 
(An Comunn Gàidhealach),Ceitlin LR 
Smith, Eilean Leòdhais, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach Prize for the 2nd highest 
aggregate marks in Music (£20).  
Gold Medal Final Men: An Comunn
Gàidhealach Gold Medal - Men: 
1 Aonghas MacLeòid, Inbhir 
Nis,The An Comunn Gaidhealach
Gold Medal,The Islander Shield, The 
Archie Maclean Memorial Salver 
for the highest marks in GS224, The
Gold Medal Prize in Memory of Innis 
Macleod, Shawbost, £75 (An Comunn 
Gàidhealach), The Donald Thomson 
Prize for the highest aggregate marks
in Gaelic (£35), The Gilbert MacPhail 
Prize for the highest aggregate
marks in Music (£25), 2 Domhnall 
Iain MacIlleDhuinn, Glaschu, £35 
(An Comunn Gàidhealach), The
Donald Thomson Prize for the 2nd 
highest aggregate marks in Gaelic 
(£20), The Gilbert MacPhail Prize 
for the 2nd highest aggregate marks
in Music (£20), 3 John Howieson, 
An t-Eilean Sgitheanach, £25 (An
Comunn Gàidhealach), 4 Iain Gordon, 
Inbhir Narann, £20 (An Comunn 
Gàidhealach).  Traditional Medal 
Final Ladies: Gold Medal in memory 
of Mary Lamont: 1 Ceitlin L R Nic 
a’ Ghobhainn, Eilean Leòdhais, Gold 
Medal in memory of Mary Lamont,

The Islander Shield,£200 (Gaelic
Arts Project),The Scotia Trophy for the 
competitor gaining the highest mark, 2 
Ellen NicDhòmhnaill, Inbhir Nis,£50 
(Gaelic Arts Project), 3 Kerrie Finlay,
A’ Mhanachainn, £20 (Anne and John 
MacPhee).    Traditional Medal Final 
Men: Gold Medal in memory of Mary
Lamont: 1 Ruairidh MacCarmaig, 
Port Rìgh, Gold Medal in memory of 
Mary Lamont, The Islander Shield, 
£200 (Gaelic Arts Project), 2 Nìall 
MacRisnidh, Càrlabhagh, £50 (Gaelic 
Arts Project), 3Torquil MacLeòid, 
Steòrnabhagh, £20 (Anne and John 
MacPhee).

FRIDAY:
Oran Luaidh: Waulking Song: 1 
Còmhlan Luadh Bhaideanach, Harris 

Tweed Authority Trophy, £50 (An
Comunn Gàidhealach), 2 Luaidh le 
Mire, £30 (An Comunn Gàidhealach).  
Choral Area: Lovat and Tullibardine
Shield: 1 Glasgow Gaelic Musical
Association,Lovat & Tullibardine
Shield, Malcolm G MacCallum Silver 
Baton for conductor, £250 (ACG), 
Donald Thomson Memorial Quaich 
for the Gaelic Tutor of the choir 
gaining the highest marks in Gaelic,
The ‘Weekly Scotsman’ Quaich for 
the highest marks in Gaelic, The 
Donald J MacAskill Memorial Trophy
for the highest marks in Gaelic, The 
Rev William Macdonald Memorial
Quaich for the highest marks in Gaelic
for competitions A301, A304, A307, 
A308, The J Norman McConachie
Trophy for the highest marks in Music 
for competitions A301, A304, A307, 
A308, 2 Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis,£200 (ACG),3 Dingwall Gaelic 
Choir, £150 (ACG). The ‘Oban Times’
Silver Salver for the highest marks 
in Music shared by the Glasgow
Gaelic Musical Association and Còisir 
Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis.  Choral Area La-
dies: Esme Smythe Trophy: 1 Atomaig
Piseag, The Esme Smythe Trophy, 
£100 (ACG),£25 (Alex MacArthur 
Memorial Prize), The Angus Johnston
Trophy for the highest marks in Music, 
2 Dingwall Gaelic Choir, £60 (ACG),3
Còisir Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis, £40 
(ACG). The Donald U Johnston Tro-
phy for the highest marks in Gaelic,
Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association.
Choral Open Men: Mull and Iona
Shield: 1 Glasgow Gaelic Musical
Association,The Mull & Iona Shield,
The Hector Russell Dirk to the con-
ductor of the winning choir, Iseabail 
Nic an t-Sagairt, The Cor Meibion Bro 
Glyndwr Trophy for the highest marks 
in Music, £100 (ACG), £30 (Martin
MacKay Memorial Prize), 2 Coilich a
Chinn a’ Tuath, £60 (ACG), The Glen 
Ballachulish Trophy for the highest 
marks in Gaelic, 3 Dingwall Gael-
ic Choir, £40 (ACG).  Choral Area: 
Puirt-a-Beul: 1 Govan Gaelic Choir, 
The Greenock Gaelic Choir Cup, £60
(ACG), 2 Glasgow Gaelic Musical
Association,£50 (ACG), 3 Aberdeen 
Gaelic Choir, £40 (ACG).
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Autumn
Weddings

The personal touch with Heart and Soul Ceremonies
Since 2008, Isle of Skye based Interfaith Minister and

the Highlands.
With Heart and Soul Ceremonies, Sonja creates bespoke

one another.
Whether the ceremony is held in the open at a beach or

personalised ‘Highland Wedding’.

AUTUMN is a season of breath-
taking displays as the old makes 
way for the new. This sentiment 
- and nature's palette of deep reds 
and oranges -makes for a gorgeous 
Flowers
What could be more romantic than saying ‘I do’
beneath a tree? Kate Middleton and Prince William 
had a tree lined Westminster Cathedral, likely cost-
ing thousands of pounds - but the same idea can be
translated to the place you’ve chosen to get married.
Most florists will be able to advise you on the best 
flowers that should be used.

Bring the garden fantasy indoors with urns filled 
with arching Bradford pear branches; gold leaves here 
and there add a fairy-tale sheen. A cluster of lily of 
the valley secured with gold double-faced satin ribbon 
speaks the same language: nature's beauty.

Create an enchanting ceremony path by adding 
untamed posies to a wooden flower frame. Echo the
look with an equally abundant bouquet. At the re-
ception, recycle your makeshift garden into an escort 
card display.

FOOD

Shake things up with a dish that's distinctive but 
doesn't abandon traditional flavours: autumn-foliage 
lasagne for example. 

The secret? Pasta coloured with beet and carrot pu-
ree, and shaped with cookie cutters. Your caterer can 
incorporate these tricks into her recipe; we layered
fresh ricotta cheese between beet and carrot pastas,
which were cooked, then sautéed in - and drizzled
with a brown-butter and sage sauce. The combination
is hard to beet.

Sweet marzipan acorns capture the beauty of fall. The 
marzipan is tinted pale green with food colouring to 
mimic the appearance of nuts just picked from the 
tree; a thin coating of bittersweet chocolate, decorat-
ed with sprinkles, crowns each one and balances the 
marzipan's concentrated sweetness. Place the acorns 
on pressed leaves for a lovely autumn display, and 
serve them on a dessert buffet or on platters at guests' 
tables.

SEATING

Show your ingrained sense of style with seating
cards crafted from paper-thin wood veneer. These 
inexpensive sheets are pliable enough to fold and
cut easily into delicate shapes; the elegant graining
makes a distinctive canvas for calligraphy. We used
craft punches to create maple and birch leaves.

PRE-WEDDING BREAKFAST DRINKS

Warm up an autumn cocktail hour with a com-
forting, colourful shot of savoury vegetable soup in
eye-catching colours.

The diminutive scale of lady apples transforms a
fall favourite into a dainty nibble; offer to guests on
passed trays as a sweet-tart surprise at the cocktail 
hour.

CLOTHING

Offer your fiancé’s groomsmen a range of tie colours
so they don't look too matchy-matchy. Pick different 
shades in the same colour family - from vibrant red to
soft peach, for instance. That way the group appears
coordinated, but each guy looks unique.

Warm up your bridesmaids with a pashmina in a
colour that matches groomsmen’s ties.

Our Bridal Collection includes international designer gowns from leading 
manufacturers such as La Sposa by Pronovias, Ronald Joyce, Victoria Jane 
by Ronald Joyce, Justin Alexander and Eternity Bridal.  With Bridesmaid 
Collections from Ronald Joyce, Hilary Morgan and Alexia Designs and all the 
accessories you will need to complete your desired look such as tiaras, bridal 
and bridesmaids shoes, shoe dyeing - as well as an excellent Highlandwear 
and Formal Mens' Hire Department -   The Wedding Planner can provide you 
with everything to dress your bridal party from head to foot - all from our very 
friendly and luxurious store situarted on the lovely seafront of Helensburgh. 

Tel: 01436 670512 Email: info@theweddingplannerbridalshop.co.uk
52 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute, G84 8AX 

- the home of elegant Bridalwear.
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Email details of your event to

whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7pm

SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER
Scottish Wildlife Trust Coff ee Morning, Glencruitten Church Cenre, 10am-2pm

Simply Handmade Craft Fair, Corran Halls, Oban, 11am-3pm

Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 11.30am

Mary’s Meals Lunch, in aid of Liberian ebola area, Connel Church Hall, 12-2pm

SUNDAY 26TH OCTOBER
Crafters and Producers Market, Great Western Hotel, Oban, 11am-4pm

Craft Fayre, Creagan Inn, Appin, Every Sunday, 12-5pm

MONDAY 27TH OCTOBER
Oban Camera Club, Regent Hotel, Oban, Text Alex 07799 353140 for more info,
Every Monday, 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 29TH OCTOBER
Netherlorn Piping Society Local Night, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 30TH OCTOBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7pm

Connel Sewing Club, Connel Village Hall, 7-9pm

Mull Theatre perform The Drawer Boy, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER
Children’s Halloween Party, Atlantis Leisure, Oban, 5-6.30pm

SATURDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
Fasanta Festival of Textiles and Fashion, Various venues in Oban, All day

Holly Tea in aid of MS Therapy Centre, Oban Parish Church Centre, 2pm

Homebase Charity Quiz, Raffl  e and Auction in aid of Alzheimers, Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Oban. 7.30pm

SUNDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Fasanta Festival of Textiles and Fashion, Various venues in Oban, All day

2015 Calendars

The ideal gift...

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

EBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field 
Large

£11.75 (inc. UK P&P)

Scottish Field 
Mini

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)&PP&

Oban Times 
West Highland

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)((

Arran Banner 
Isle of Arran

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)

A DARK Sky party will
be held on Skye this
Saturday.

This unique stellar 
event is the first ever
celebration of the strat-
osphere.

To be held at Clan
Donald Skye, this event
offers an amazing
evening of hands-on
stargazing in the com-
pany of experienced
astronomers.

Light pollution
There are few things

as awe inspiring as a 
starry sky, but, as any 
stargazer will tell you, 
the effect is magnified 
in areas where there is 
no light pollution.  

Skye, with its dark 
autumn/winter nights

and remote location, 
offers a perfect setting
for astronomical obser-
vation.

In 2011-2012 various 
sites in Skye and Lo-
chalsh were designated
Dark Sky observation
points; three of which 
are located at Clan 
Donald Skye. 

It is to encourage and 
promote this distinctive
aspect of the Skye and
Lochalsh area which 
organisers wish to
celebrate in this Home-
coming Event.

The evening will 
include four fascinating 
presentations from
guest speakers, plus six 
celestial shows in the
Cosmos Planetarium.

There will also be 
quizzes and activities, 
plus a question and 
answer session with 
the Astronomer Royal 
for Scotland. Buffet re-
freshments will also be 
available all evening in 
the Stables Restaurant.

Guest speakers
Experts addressing

the event include: 
Astronomer Royal for 
Scotland Prof. John C. 
Brown; astro-photogra-
pher Sue Daly; and 
science writer and Dark 
Skye consultant Steve 
Owens.

In 1995 John C Brown 
was appointed by the 
Queen as the 10th 
Astronomer Royal for 
Scotland. 

The title is an hon-
orary one, which he
mainly uses to promote
astronomy in the public 
eye and in education.

John has been in-
volved, as adviser and
hosting shows, in sever-
al of the new planetaria 
recently opened in the 
UK, including Glasgow
Science Centre’s superb
Zeiss Starmaster.

His main interests are
high-energy radiation
from the sun, mass 
loss from hot stars and
mathematical inverse 
problems in astronomy.

He’s also worked on
comets and meteors 
and on astrodynamics,
specifically of so-
lar-sailed spacecraft.

Sue Daly is a wildlife 
film-maker, camera
woman, photographer
and writer based on the
British Channel Island
of Sark.

She originally spe-
cialised in underwater
camera work and her
first full-length film,
'Bouley Bay Watch',
won two major interna-
tional awards and was
purchased by National 
Geographic Channel.

In summer 2011 Sue 
was awarded a Licenti-
ateship distinction from
the Royal Photographic
Society.

Sue has worked with 
the BBC Natural Histo-
ry Unit and other pro-
duction companies on

programmes including: 
Natural World, Nature 
of Britain, Coast, 
Springwatch, Wild, 
An Island Parish, The 
One Show and Nature's 
Calendar. 

Steve Owens is a free-
lance science writer,
astronomer and the 
author of Stargazing for 
Dummies. 

He ran the planetari-
um at Glasgow Science 
Centre for five years,
and led the Internation-
al Year of Astronomy 
2009 helping establish
the UK’s first Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park in
Galloway.

He’s since led the
successful bid for the 
Channel Island of Sark 

to become the world’s
first Dark Sky Island,
and is working with a 
number of other parks 
and communities in 
their efforts.

In 2010 Steve was
presented with the 
award for Outstanding
Achievement in As-
tronomy by the Feder-
ation of Astronomical 
Societies 2010.

The Dark Skye Star
Party offers guests the
opportunity to meet 
with experts, plus a
host of amateur and 
semi-amateur astrono-
mers on hand. There'll
never be a better 
opportunity to get to 
know the glittering 
night Skye.

STARGAZERS: Lights in a dark night will be part of a stargazing festival in Skye this Saturday.

Stargazers await Dark Skye

THE HIGHLAND Council has announced it will 
be renewing ties with Nova Scotia, recognising ‘the 
unique connection’ between Scottish Gaelic culture 
and the Canadian province.

Early next year the council will renew the ‘Mem-
orandum of Understanding’ put together back in 
2002, which outlines areas of joint interest and 
co-operation and paved the way for many activities 
between the two countries such as youth educational 
trips and literature activities.

Councillor Jimmy Gray, convenor of the Highland 
Council, said: ‘The Memorandum recognises the 

unique connection that exists between our areas in
terms of language, a common culture, family ties and
emigration.

‘I am therefore delighted this solid partnership will 
be renewed.’

Lewis MacKinnon, executive director of Gaelic
affairs for the Province of Nova Scotia, said: ‘The
Memorandum has proved to be a very successful 
way to run joint campaigns, exchanges and projects
and provides real support for people to learn about
the Gaelic language and to explore the culture and 
history that ties our two nations closely together.’

RENEWING TIES: Lewis MacKinnon (centre), executive director of Gaelic aff airs for the Province of Nova
Scotia, is welcomed to Inverness at the 2014 Mòd by Cllr Hamish Fraser (left), chairman of the Highland 

Council’s Gaelic Implementation Group and Cllr Jimmy Gray (right), convener of the council.

Gaelic poetry launch on Skye
A NEW collection 
of Gaelic poetry by a
writer from Skye will be 
launched this evening
(Thursday).

The compilation is the
sixth by Myles Campbell
of Staffin and will be
available at Gaelic col-
lege Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.
The book ‘Tro Chloich
na Sùla’ (Through the 

Pupil of the Eye) is a 
series of peoms inspired 
by the work of famous 
artists of the past. 

Mr Campbell said: ‘I’m
very pleased to have the 
launch of Tro Chloich 
na Sùla at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig. 

‘It seems to me by far
the most appropriate 
place for the launch of 

an all-Gaelic book of 
poems.

‘By looking at well 
known paintings by 
artists through the 
centuries, the poems
explore how the paint-
ings reflect changes in
how people perceive
the world. Other poems
in the book in more
contemporary idiom

explore place, politics, 
religion and personal
themes.’

Tro Chloich na Sùla 
will be launched at the 
college’s Àrainn Ostaig 
at 7.30pm. All are 
welcome and the event 
will include readings
of the book as well as a 
performance from the 
college’s music students. 

THE SCOTTISH In-
ternational Storytelling 
Festival is spreading its 
wings with events taking
place throughout Scot-
land during the 10-day 
festival.

Based at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre in
Edinburgh, the festival
has 18 events taking
place outwith the capi-
tal. 

The theme of this
year’s festival is Once 
upon a Place and to cele-
brate organisers wanted
to extend the festival’s
reach by working with
regional storytelling
teams to programme 
events in communities
across Scotland. 

The festival would like 
to highlight the close
links that stories have 
with local tradition,
landscape and history.

Fiddler Judy Turner

and guitarist  Neil Adam 
travel all the way from 
Australia to recall the 
story of the life, loves,
adventures and sorrows
of Scotland’s best loved 
author Robert Louis
Stevenson, who was
crowned ‘Tusitala’ (the
Storyteller) by the Sa-
moans.

Donald Smith, festival 
director said: ‘I am
delighted we are adding
this new element to the 
festival during the year 
of Homecoming and
we’re really pleased to 
be able to work with re-
gional storytelling teams
to put on taster events 
during the festival.  

‘I hope people enjoy 
this chance to hear more
about the folklore and 
stories of their local area
and I extend a warm
welcome to everyone to 
visit Edinburgh too.’

The popular festival 
will be filled with sto-
ries, music, laughter and
tall tales.  

Over the 10 days, from
October 24, it will host 
70 events with guest sto-
rytellers from Europe,
North America and the 
Pacific regions, who
will perform alongside 
the cream of Scotland’s 
renowned storytelling 
talent.  

‘Robert Louis Steven-
son – The Life Journey’
takes place at Oban Li-
brary, 77 Albany Street, 
on Friday October 31 
at 7pm. The event is 
free, but pre-booking 
is required, contact the
library on 01631 571 444.

A full programme of 
events is available online 
at www.tracscotland.
org/festivals/scottish-in-
ternational-storytel l-
ing-festival.

Events across Scotland
for storytelling festival

Highland council renews 
ties with Nova Scotia



Things to do across Argyll 
over the next seven days

Thursday
BEAT THE post Mod blues with a night learning
your ‘agus’ from your ‘ladir’.

A Gaelic conversation group is held in Oban for all 
levels of fluency including those who can’t speak a 
word - but are willing to learn.

Come along and brush up on your Gaelic language 
skills or if you want to start learning Gaelic for the 
first time. Every Thursday night with the very patient 
Duncan MacNeil in the Furan Gaelic Centre at the 
Corran Halls.

Friday
VISIT Oban War and Peace Museum between 10am
and 6pm.

The museum contains a fascinating collection of 
artefacts and photographs depicting the rich cultural 
history of the busy port town and its people. 

The museum is run by a team of friendly and en-
thusiastic volunteers and relies on visitor donations
to cover all its overhead costs. There is something of 
interest for all ages and youngsters can participate in 
the museum’s quiz. 

Saturday
FROM 11am until 3pm a craft fair in the Corran
Halls, Oban will show off locally handmade crafts 
and provide mini creative workshops.

There is free entry and something for all ages.

Sunday
THE ROYAL apartments of Queen Mekhmene 
Banu are plunged into mourning – her young sister, 
Princess Shireen, is dying. The Princess will only be 
saved if the Queen gives Shireen her beauty. The 
Queen decides to sacrifice herself, but later regrets 
her actions. 
This splendid tale of forbidden love, self-sacrifice, 
jealousy and suffering returns to the Bolshoi stage 
after a ten-year absence and is available to Oban 
audiences through Oban Phoenix Cinema’s live link.

The Legend of Love is one of Russian master Yuri
Grigorovich’s earliest choreographic works, and its 
storyline explores the conflict between love and duty 
through its two heroines.

Featuring dance movements, sets and costumes in-
spired by the Middle East, this stunning ballet, which
uses pure dance to tell the story, is further enriched 
by the talent of the Bolshoi troupe.

Monday
LEARN those dances properly thanks to the weekly 
Scottish Country Dance Class held at 8pm in the 
Church of Scotland centre in Oban.

Tuesday 
THE TOY Cupboard meets every Tuesday afternoon 
from 1.30pm  in Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban 
for the small cost of 50p per person.

Some great toys to borrow and share - as well as the
opportunity to meet other parents.

Wednesday
THE NETHERLORN Piping Society is hosting 
its locals night at its extrememly popular monthly 
meeting.

Oban High School pipe band and Oban Pipe Band  
will be performing in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls from 7.30pm.
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COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed
on the Public Notice Page
Please ask for details

THIHIHITHH S WS WWWEEKEEE ’S 
LILISLLI TINGSGSSS
MONDAY:
0800 AMMMM on FMM,
0810 BrBrBrer akfast t
Show, 009000  Monday 
MornMornMorniningng With Andy
and Stepephen,hen  1100
MollMollMollyy Bly Black,kack, 1300130013  
CLYDCLCC E 2,2  15001500 JimJimJim 
EdgeEdEdgeEE , 1701700 Drivetiitime mme mme
WiWithitW DanDanDanDa ni Hni Hni Hay,ayay,ay 90019000190000190
RosRosiRo e'se's 's's Highghghlandlandland  
Flinngg, 20002000200000 JohJohJohn
McLuckiekiekieki 's s's Ss Show,how, 
2100210000 DavDavDavid Cid Cid Cid lullen, 
220020 AmAmericano 
Showow with Michelle
TUESDAY:
00800 AM on FM,
008100  Breakfast Show 
withwit  Maggie May, 
1010001111  Ken Hunter, 
1212200201212  Memorieo s are

Made of This with KeKeennn 
HuntHuntHunter,ee 13333000 TheTheTh QuiQuiiz z 
withth DanDanDannni Hni ay, 1515001
Lesley Bey Blairlair-Simm--
mondnds, 17170017 DriDrivve-
time wwith Jiim Lm Lynch, 
19001 SoSoundds ScScottish 
wiwith  Archchie CamCameronero ,
20000 Highhest st st Praisese
wwith Stuart,tt, 22221022 0
ElElaine Lambambambbmb,ambam  2300 
NortNorthernhernhernhernhernn SSSSSoul with 
GordordGordGordGordrdononononon Conn ovey
WEDNESDAY:
080880088800808000 AM on FM, 
081081000000 Breakfast Show,owowow,ow,ow,owow,, 
090000000 SouSouSouSouSound Snd Snd Sd Snd Sndnd Scottccotttcococot ish ish 
(repeatt)at)atat),, 10010001 CComComCoComomComComComC -
fort ZonZonZone wiie wie w th Dtht ougugugugugg
Carmrmrmmiichael,el, 1313300300
CLYDDDDE 2,2, 15550005 EElaaainininne n
Lambbb, , 1701700 DDrivetvetietietivet me e
with CaCamCammpbellpbelelp l anl anl ananndd dd 
Collll, 19001900190900190019009009999 CoCouCCCCC ntntry 
MeMeets Rs RoRoRoRoRRoccck wckkc witith Len 

& Ke& Ke& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
GrooGroovesesvee
THURSDAY:
080800 Magagggggie May’s
CaCarousell, , 11000, 
MollM y’s Mix MiMM withth MolMolly ly
Black, 13000030013 CLYCLYC DE 2DE 22,,
150000 GorGoG don on CovCoveCoveCoveovey, y, yyy
1700171  Drivetimmemme wme we withith ith hh h
DJ Taz, 190000000 ChChrChrChrCC iis-s--
tine’s Collection, 21210212121002
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200200200200
Margo Till MMidniiighththt
FRIDAY:
000800000800 JeaJean Ainsleleleyy
Breakfaskfaskfaskfaskfakfa t ShSht Sht Show, owowow 1000000110
Teeneneneneneny any any and Tid T ny Sny Sy Sy S Shhhow,how,h   
11131313001  CLYDYDYDE 2,E 2,E E  15001515150015
WWeekend Warmrmrmar up up up p u
wwith Ian Blair-SSSSim-imimim-m-
monds, 170070000 DDriDriD vevee 
Show with Jimm Lym Lym Lynnch,n  
18458 Sports rts rts ViewViewViewew, 
190019001900 CouCouCountryntryntryy MMMeeM ts
CoununCou trytry try withwithwiththwith Jackie 

Crairaig,g 200000000 Friday 
Nighghtt with Innes, 
21000 TFI Friday with 
Jim m LawnLa
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000
Saturday Morning Live
withwith LinLinda Cda Cda Ca rowsr her,
133000 CLYCLYDE 2DE 22, , 180011
SporSporSports Vts Vts Viewiew iew withwithwith thett  
DDDream Tem Teamam, 1900190000
MarcMarcusus, 2000200000 Davvee 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
00900 Sunu day Mornnrning ng ng ing ing g 
with Breeegege, 11001000  
- 1440000 AlAllan, , 163016306306306303
ArchA ie Darlirling, ngng, ng, ng, ng, 
1800800 KenKenenenen’’s F’s F’s F’s FFrierierienriennnnr ds s dsdsd
withiththth KKeKeKenKen HunHunHununHunnnter,ter,ter,ter,ter,r,, 19190019001191
New New ewewewNNewNewNew CounCounCounCounCoununnunttrtry trytrytryttt ShowShowShowShowShowShowShShowSShowShowhowoww  
with avavDavvvvvvvid Eidididididididd ntwhntwhntwhtwhh stiststlstlistststlstlisiss e, e, e, 
2100 DDDrDrrDruDrDrrDrr m && & & & BasBasBasBasBassassssss  
with Grrararaaraaahammmham ScScScSccocotco t

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or

call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

• Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (12A)
Darkness has settled over New York City as
Shredder and his evil Foot Clan have an iron
grip on everything. The future is grim until four
unlikely outcast brothers rise from the sewers
and discover their destiny as Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles.
• Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day (PG)
Follow the exploits of 11-year-old Alexander as
he experiences the most terrible and horrible
day of his young life.
• Dracula Untold (12A)
Luke Evans stars in Dracula Untold, the origin
story of the man who became Dracula.
• The Book of Life (U)
The Book Of Life is the journey of Manolo, a
young man who is torn between fulfilling the
expectations of his family and following his 
heart.  Before choosing which path to follow, he
embarks on an incredible adventure that spans
three fantastical worlds where he must face his
greatest fears. Rich with a fresh take on pop
music favorites, we are encouraged to celebrate
the past while looking forward to the future.
• The Maze Runner (12A)
Based on the best-selling young adult thriller,

The Maze Runner is set in a post-apocalyptic 
world, where Thomas is deposited in a 
community of young men after his memory is 
erased.  After learning  they’re all trapped in a
maze, Thomas joins forces with fellow “runners” 
to not only escape the maze, but solve its riddle 
and reveal the chilling secret of who brought
them there, and why.
• Annabelle (15)
John R. Leonetti directs this horror prequel to
‘The Conjuring’ (2013). Mia and John Gordon
(Annabelle Wallis and Ward Horton) are 
terrorised by supernatural forces when
John thinks he has found the perfect gift for 
his wife and unborn child, a rare vintage 
doll dressed in a white wedding dress named 
Annabelle. 
The family’s joy however is abruptly ended
when they are invaded and attacked in their
home by members of a satanic cult.
The terror of that night is nothing compared to
what follows as the cult conjure an entity which 
takes over Annabelle and transforms her into a
malevolent force of evil.
• Frankenstein – National Theatre 
Live
The thrilling broadcast of Frankenstein returns 

to cinemas due to unprecedented audience 
demand. Directed by Academy Award®-winner 
Danny Boyle, Frankenstein features Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee Miller alternating 
roles as Victor Frankenstein and his creation.
Childlike in his innocence but grotesque in 
form, Frankenstein’s bewildered Creature is cast 
out into a hostile universe by his horror-struck 
maker.(DOORS CLOSE AT 19.00, PLEASE BE 
SEATED BY 18.50)
• Bolshoi Ballet - Legends of Love 
(Live)
The royal apartments of Queen Mekhmene
Banu are plunged into mourning – her young 
sister, Princess Shireen, is dying. The Princess 
will only be saved if the Queen gives Shireen 
her beauty. The Queen decides to sacrifice 
herself, but later regrets her action when she 
is disfigured and Shireen falls in love with 
the Queen’s own lover, the painter Ferkhad. 
Featuring dance movements, sets and costumes 
inspired by the Middle East, this stunning ballet,
which uses pure dance to tell the story, is further 
enriched by the talent of the Bolshoi troupe. 
(DOORS CLOSE AT 15.00, MUST BE SEATED 
BY 14.50)

   
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Thurs 23rd 13.00, 15.30 3D, 18.00 3D, 20.30
  Fri 24th 16.00 3D, 18.00
  Sat 25th 16.00 3D, 18.00
  Sun 26th 13.15, 18.00 
Alexander & the Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day Thurs 23rd 13.00, 15.30
  Fri 24th 13.30
  Sat 25th 13.30
Dracula Untold   Thurs 23rd 18.00, 20.30
The Book of Life  Fri 24th 14.00, 18.20 3D
  Sat 25th 14.00, 18.20 3D
  Sun 26th  12.40, 18.20 3D
  Mon 27th  18.20
  Tues 28th 18.20
  Wed 29th 18.20
  Thurs 30th 16.05
The Maze Runner Fri 24th 15.30, 20.30 Sat 25th 15.30, 20.30
  Sun 26th 15.30, 20.30 Mon 27th 18.00, 20.30
  Tues 28th 18.00, 20.30 Wed 29th 18.00, 20.30
  Thurs 30th 20.30
Annabelle  Fri 24th 20.15 Sat 25th 20.15
  Sun 26th 20.15 Mon 27th 20.15
  Tues 28th 20.15 Wed 29th 20.15
  Thurs 30th 18.15
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE Frankenstein Thurs 30th 19.00
BOLSHOI BALLET LIVE Legends of Love Sun 26th 15.00 Te
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TIREE Musical Festival 
(TMF) missed out on 
an award at this year’s 
Scottish Events Awards
but did receive a com-
mendation from judges.

Since the musical festi-
val on the Hebridean is-
land began in 2010 it has 
increased in popularity 
from selling 600 tickets 
to 1,500 this year and

it won the Best Small
Festival at the 2012 and 
2013 awards.

However, this year it
lost out to the Southern 
Fried Festival, Perth’s
festival of American
roots music.

Plans are already 
underway for TMF 2015
which takes place July 
17-19.

Tiree Music Festival misses out
on Best Small Festival Award

SCOTTISH WILDLIFE TRUST
Argyll & Lochaber Group

Coffee Morning
Glencruitten Church

Centre
Saturday 25 October, 

10am – 2pm
Teas, coffees, home
baking, light lunches,

sales, tombola, displays.
Free admission

All welcome

Connel
Sewing Club

Connel
Resumes

Thursday 30th October
Connel Village Hall

7pm – 9pm
£20 for 25 weeks

Old & New Members Welcome
All levels catered for

For more details contact
01631 710569

NETHERLORN PIPING
SOCIETY LOCAL NIGHT
(performers - Oban High 

School and Oban Pipe 
band)

WEDNESDAY 29th 
OCTOBER 2014

In the ARGYLLSHIRE 
GATHERING HALLS

at 7.30pm
Entry: Adults £3

Children Free

HOLLY TEA
Oban Parish

Church Centre
Saturday 1st November 

at 2.00 pm
in aid of Multiple Sclerosis

Therapy Centre Oban
Donation at door

Tea / Coffee  -  Hot Mince 
Pies  -  Shortbread

Also Home Baking Stall,
Bric-a-brac, Books, Xmas 

Cards and Lots more

Course When Start Date Outline

Computing for beginners 55 plus Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30 Oban Library 4th November for 6 weeks A course aimed   

at beginners.

Internet, email, word, Wednesdays 7 – 9 pm Lorn House 12th November for 5 weeks Spreadsheet course

Excel Beginners and Intermediate 

SQA Computing evening class Thursdays 7 – 9pm Lorn House 13th November for 10 weeks Certifi cate class for 

Beginners /Intermediate

ESOL daytime class Tuesdays 2 – 4 pm Oban Library 21st October for 10 weeks Conversational English class

ESOL evening class Mondays 7 -8.30pm Oban Library 27th October For 6 weeks Conversational English Class

Job Information Club Fridays 10 – 12 Oban Job Centre Ongoing  Help with CV’s, job 

applications, computer skills

Beginners Computing 1 to 1 and group available Please call to arrange Ongoing Help with

Daytime sessions fi rst steps in computing 

Community Learning
Daytime and Evening classes this winter 
01631 567974/567979
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/adult learning

NEW YEAR CLASSES STARTING IN JANUARY 2015
•   Digital Photography    •   Data Management

•   Art for beginners and those with experience  •   Creative Crafts   •   Driving Theory

For further information on any of the classes or to book a place, please contact us at:-
Lorn Community Learning Centre, Willowview, Lower Soroba, Oban  01631 567979/567974

For help with reading, writing and number skills, please call Brian on 01631 567952

THE WOMEN’S Rural
Institute of Fort William 
opened its new season 
with a trip to India when
member Margaret Boyd 
spoke of her recent trip
there.

The volunteer spoke of 
her work with Christ For
India and said she felt
she needed a trip there
to learn more so with
four other companions 
she travelled to Mumbai 
where part of the charity 
is based.   

Ms Boyd explained
about the group’s inter-
est in the provision of 
food, Christian teaching
and basic education for 
slum children in India
and said she travelled to
deprived areas to deliver 
food for children.

The speaker was very 

enthusiastic about her
experiences and felt that
she was more able to
inform others about the
charity’s work now she 
has returned home.

The competition for
an Indian recipe was 
won by Martine Young
and raffle winners were 
Joan Sherry and Alicia 
MacLean.

The next meeting will 
be on Monday Novem-
ber 3 in Inverlochy Hall 
at 7.15pm. 

Alison Rennie from 
Children’s Hospice As-
sociation Scotland will 
be speaking about the 
work of her organisation 
and the competition is ‘a
childhood memory’.

A warm welcome is 
extended to women of 
all ages. 

WRI hold new
season meetings

Lochaline bee talk
THE PEOPLE of 
Lochaline will have the 
opportunity to learn 
about bees as a group of 
enthusiasts prepare to
give a talk.

Sarah Kennedy of 
Lochaber Beekeepers 
Association will be at 
Lochaline School on 

Thursday November 6
from 6.30pm to explain 
how honey bees survive 
in the region’s variable 
climate.

For more information 
contact Ms Kennedy 
on 07768805040 or 
secretrary@lochaber-
beekeepers.org. 

ARISAIG’S Women’s
Rural Institute group
gathered for their first
meeting of the season
on October 14.

Numbers were slightly 
below usual due to holi-
days and illness but nine
members attended. 

Alan Lamb was the 
guest speaker and gave 
an interesting talk about 
the Air Training Corps.

June Cairns won the

competition for best 
Halloween mask, with 
Margaret MacEachan 
in second place and 
Ann Cameron third. 

Ms MacEachan won
first prize for the other 
contest ‘something 
blue’, with Ms Ciarns 
and Ms Cameron in 
second and third. 

The next meeting will 
be held on November 
20.

Fort William

Arisaig

PACKS of Gaelic songs and nursery rhymes have
proved so popular with families that the Scottish
government is investing an extra £25,000 to reach
thousands more households.

Minister for Scotland’s languages Alasdair Allan 
made the announcement on the opening day of the
Royal National Mòd as thousands of competitors
and spectators arrived in Inverness.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig will use the funding to produce
around 7,000 new packs after the original 10,000
were snapped up by parents across Scotland eager to 
develop their language skills and find out about the
Gaelic medium education available to them.

Dr Allan said: ‘Our greatest success in promoting 
Gaelic has been seen among younger speakers, with 
the latest census showing significant growth in this 
area and halting the historic decline. As more young 
people are introduced to Gaelic, we also have the
opportunity to reach out to parents and family mem-
bers who want to learn along with them in a fun way. 

‘Today’s announcement takes the total investment 
in these parent packs to £46,000 and will reach 
17,000 households. It is shining a light on the ex-
cellent work being done across Gaelic early year’s
providers and schools and, along with the range of 

other online and multimedia resources, are under-
pinning the sustainable expansion of Gaelic among 
young people.’

As well as a CD of nursery rhymes, the colourful
packs include DVDs on the benefits of bilingualism,
leaflets about resources available in Gaelic-medium
education and contacts to organisations and groups 
that can provide support for each stage of Gaelic
education.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig Ceannard (CEO), John Angus
MacKay said: ‘The educational choices you make 
for your child are among the most important that 
parents will ever have to make. Gaelic-medium edu-
cation is open to everyone, whether you are coming
from a Gaelic speaking background or not.

‘The first print run of the packs was very popular
amongst parents looking to find out more about 
what their options and benefits of bilingual educa-
tion are. These additional Fios is Freagairt packs 
will help reach even more families with an interest 
in Gaelic culture.’

The packs will be distributed through all local
authorities currently offering Gaelic education, 
through Comann nam Pàrant’s Parental Advisory 
System and from the Bòrd’s own education officers.

Demand for new print of 
family Gaelic learning Simply Handmade

Craft Fair
Saturday 25 October

11am-3pm
Corran Halls

Locally Handmade 
crafts, Soup Lunch

Mini Creative
Workshops

FREE ENTRY

HISTORIC Golden Gates at Benmore Botanic Gar-
den, near Dunoon, have been restored and replaced
after an absence of almost 10 years.

The gates are among many additions to the Ben-
more estate made by Greenock sugar refiner James
Duncan when he took over the estate in 1870 from
Piers Patrick, a wealthy American who had bought 
the estate eight years earlier.

Having fallen into disrepair, the gates were removed 
and stored indoors to prevent further deterioration
until funds were available to restore them.

Duncan commissioned a Berlin firm to design and
make the wrought–iron gates for the Paris Universal 
Exhibition of 1878. 

They feature central circles bearing Duncan’s ini-
tials. Duncan brought them back to Benmore where 
they were erected at the Glen Massan entrance to
the estate, complete with the marble pillars that had
been carved by local stonemasons in 1873. 

The original lodge house has been demolished so
the Golden Gates now stand alone at the Garden’s

original entrance.
Benmore curator, Peter Baxter said: ‘The Golden 

Gates and the surrounding landscaping will become
a main attraction to the southern part of the Garden.
It was our duty to preserve the gates and to have 
them restored to their former glory. Visitors can’t fail
to be impressed by the magnificence of the gates and 
the quality of the restoration work.’

Funds for the restoration of the Golden Gates 
were realised by Benmore’s parent organisation, 
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) with
gilding made possible by funds from the Younger 
(Benmore) Trust, the Rowan Legacy and donations.
Groundworks, landscaping and plantings were done
by Benmore staff and intern students.

The gates and lanterns, which adorn the top of the 
marble posts, were refurbished by GH Currie Black-
smiths of Sandbank and gilded by John Nevin of 
Mackay Decorators. Consultant Jane Kelly advised 
throughout the restoration process and designed the 
new fences at each side of the marble pillars.

Gates get Golden Touch at Benmore

ORGANISERS of the first Hebtember festival hope 
the event will become an annual occurrence.

The month-long event, run by Pròiseact nan Ealan
(the Gaelic Arts Agency), took place throughout 
September, celebrating Hebridean culture and herit-
age with events on Lewis, Harris, North Uist, South 
Uist, Benbecula, Berneray and Barra.

The events included arts exhibitions and cèilidhs,
plus headlining performances by Gaelic singer 
Julie Fowlis and comedian Fred MacAulay on his
Frederendum tour.

Gillebride MacMillan, the main performer in Bar-
ra’s cèilidh, hopes that Hebtember will now become
an annual event, having attracted visitors from all
over the UK, Ireland and Germany.

She said: ‘The Hebtember cèilidhs are a great way 
of showcasing the rich Gaelic culture of the Hebrides.

‘September has tended to be a quiet month for 
cèilidhs but now Hebtember changes that.’

Next year, Pròiseact nan Ealan will be running 
exhibitions about World War One across the Outer
Hebrides, displaying pictures, stories, artefacts and
other items from the islands.

Hopes for Hebtember 2015

GOLDEN: Gates at Benmore Botanic garden have been restored and replaced.
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website
www.burnstractors.com 

All used tractors and plant wanted
from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751 for 
immediate inspection and payment
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WANTED
Landrover Defenders 

from 1990 – 2012
 All Japanese pickups 

2 or 4 WD Toyota, 
Landcruisers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not

All models required

Contact 
James 

07500603068 
or 07875671994

LimX Hill Cows 
30 with 3 month calf 

at foot.
15 in calf, due March.

Off West Coast Hill Farm.
Tick Acclimatized.

At UA Stirling 25th Oct
07803908338 /07802596871
ross.telfer@btinternet.com

Tups For Sale
Due to Farm Dispersal

Suffolk, Lleyn and 
Beulah

Off hill farm, in working 
clothes

Tick Acclimatized
07803908338
ross.telfer@

btinternet.com

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban - 01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Clippex Metal Post fencing Demonstrations
CONTRACTOR TRAINING DAY 12TH NOVEMBER
DROP-IN DEMONSTRATIONS 13TH NOVEMBER

At C. Hodge Fencing, Lerags, Oban
Phone 01631 563271 to book places for training day

Clippex metal fencing
• 50% quicker • 30 year guaranteed fence

• Now with tie downs and rock posts

A KINTYRE farm took the top prize 
at Saturday’s show of suckled calves in 
Dalmally, run by United Auctions.

The Hamilton family at Kilwhipnach, 
Southend took top honours with a 
home-bred March born Limousin cross 
bullock. It sold for £1,100.00 to Mr I
Woodhead, York at the proceeding sale.

Judge for the day was Duncan Hen-
derson junior of Whitehouse Farm, 
Stirling.

There was a superb entry of 1,276 
suckled calves and store cattle on 
offer to the packed ringside of buyers 
present from throughout Scotland and 
Yorkshire.

Autumn Born Bullocks:  1st – P Kennedy, 
Lephinkill  2nd & 3rd – N MacDonald, 
Auchgoyle.  Autumn Born Heifers:  1st 
& 2nd – Lephinkill.  Spring Born 
Bullock Calves: 1st – Mr T Hamilton, 
Kilwhipnoch  2nd – Lephinkill  3rd – 
Auchgoyle.  Spring Born Heifer Calves: 1st 
– M Hall, Tombuie  2nd – Lephinkill  3rd 
– M/s McVicar, Lephinchapel.  Shepherds
Class:  1st & 2nd – Mr Allan, MacFadyen, 
Bragleenmore  3rd – Mr C Stewart c/o 
Barguillean.  Pens of 4 Bullocks:  1st – 
Lephinkill  2nd – Auchgoyle  3rd – M/s 
MacNeill, Tiraghoil.  Pens of 4 Heifers: 
1st – Lephinkill  2nd – M/s Ronald, 
Keilator  3rd – M/s MacFadyen, Bragleen-
more.  Champion Calf: Mr T Hamilton,
Kilwhipnach – Limousin Bullock weighing
302kilo’s and selling for £1,100.00 to Mr I 
Woodhead, York.  Reserve Champion: Mr 
P Kennedy, Lephinkill – Limousin Bullock 
weighing 388kilo’s and selling at £880 to 
Mr Woodhead.  

Overall, the 732 Bullocks levelled out at 
266.19 per kilo or £736.78 per head whilst 
the 544 Heifers levelled out at 251.83 per 
kilo or £664.27 per head.

Principal lots and prices
Top prices per head
Bullocks
AAx: £910 – Bragleenmore : £770(3) &

£760 – Pitcastle Estate : £750 – Bragleenbeg 
(2) & Barndromin (3).

BSHx: £840, £820 & £780 – Ashgrove.
BRBx: £1150 – Lephinkill : £1120

– Dunans : £880 – Lephinchapel & 
Balliemeanoch (Lochgilphead) : £830(2) 
– Kilwhipnach(2) : £790  Lephinchapel : 
£770(2) – Kilwhipnach.

CHARx: £1300(2), £1280, £1230 &
£1090 – Lephinkill : £1020 & £1010 – 
Bragleenmore : £1000 – Dunans : £970 (2) 
& £960 – Lephinkill : £920(2) & 910(5) – 
Bragleenbeg : £900 (11) – Ederline Estate 
& Bragleenmore(2) : £895(7) – Tiraghoil : 
£890 – Colintraive : £860 – Bragleenmore 
: £840(2) – Bragleenbeg : £830 – Ashgrove
& Lephinkill : £825(2) – Barnakill : £810 – 
Bragleenmore(3), Dunans & Arileod (Coll).

HIGH: £720 – Pitcastle Estate.
LIMx: £1100 – Kilwhipnach : £1000(2)

– Auchgoyle : £980 – Balliemeanoch, Loch-
gilphead : £970(3) – Craignafeoch : £955 
– Feringa Farming, Coll : £950 – Lephinkill 
& Craig Farm : £910 – Craigmore : £905(2) 
– Lephinkill : £905 – Tiraghoil, Mull : 
£900(3) – Craig Farm : £900 – Pitcastle 

Estate : £890 – Craigmore & Auchgo-
yle(5) : £880 – Tombuie, Craig Farm(2) 
& Lephinkill : £870(5) – Craignafeoch : 
£860(3) – Kilwhipnach : £855 – Caolis, 
Coll & 2 Keil Crofts : £850 – Ledcharrie(2),
Garvie (2), Auchgoyle & Tom Na Coille(3).

LUINGx: £1150 & 950 – Pitcastle Estate.
SALx: £660(4) – Balantyre Farm.
SHx: £745 – Ichrachan Farm
SIMx: £1060(2) & £1050(2) – Dunans :

£985 – Tiraghoil : £940 – Dunans : £930 
– Duallin : £900 – Barguillean : £885 – 
Tiretigan Farm : £880(6) – Barguillean 
: £870 – Tiretigan & Barguillean(2) : 
£865(5) – Tiraghoil : £860 – Barguillean, 
Duallin(2), Tiretigan & Pitcastle Estate : 
£850 – Barguillean : £820(8) – Keilator : 
£800 – Tiretigan(3) & Craig Farm.

Heifers
AAx: £760 – Barndromin. BSHx: £730

– Ashgrove. BRBx: £690 – Lephinchapel. 
CHARx: £880(6) – Lephinkill : £850(4) – 
Bragleenmore : £840 – Lephinkill  £800 
– Bragleenbeg. LIMx: £955(3) – Feringa 
Farming, Coll : £890(2) – Craigmore : £880 
– Lephinkill : £860 – Auchgoyle : £850 
& £835(2) – Tombuie : £830(2) – Craig-
nafeoch: £820(4) – Ledcharrie : £815(2) 
– Tiraghoil : £805 – Feringa Farming, Coll. 
LUING: £690 – Pitcastle Estate. SALx: 
£770 – Arileod, Coll. SHOx: £720(3) – Bal-
nahard, Colonsay. SIMx: £870 – Dunans : 
£800(2) – Auch Estate : £790 – Barachander 
Farm : £775 – Dunans.

Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
AAx: 292p – Pitcastle Estate : 288p – 

Garvie : 273p(2) – Bragleenmore : 268p(6) 
– Ardnacross : 264p – Barndromin : 258p(3) 
– Pitcastle Estate : 252p – Barndromin (3) & 
Kiloran Farmers(2).

BSH: 299p(6) – Stronmagachan : 269p(4),
263p(2), 262p(7) – Castles Estate.

BRBx: 278p(2), 273p & 263p(2) – Kil-
whipnach : 261p – Lephinchapel(2).

CHARx: 366p(12), 332p(4) & 321p(9) – Ed-
erline Estate : 319p(7) – Tiraghoil : 318p(11) 
– Ederline Estate : 315p(5) – Myretonhill 
: 314p – Dunans : 312p(2) – Ballygown : 
305p – Bragleenmore : 301p(2) – Arileod, 
Coll : 300p(2) – Barnakill : 299p – Ederline 
Estate : 297p(4) & 294p(2) – Dunans : 
286p(3) – Arileod : 286p(4) – Ballygown : 
280p(3) – Bragleenmore : 276p(4) – Dunans 
: 274p – Tiraghoil : 273p(2) – Myretonhill : 
271p(2) – Arileod : 270p(2) – Barnakill.

HIGH: 193p(2) – Pitcastle Estate.
LIMx: 364p – Kilwhipnach : 354p(6)

– Auch Estate : 328p(2) – Tom Na Coille 
: 315p(3) & 313p(5) – Balantyre Farm : 
312p – Brenchoille : 311p – Tom Na Coille 
: 310p(7) – Lochuisge : 307p – Craig Farm 
: 306p – Auch Estate(4), Garvie(4) & Bren-
choille(2) : 304p – Cuilaine : 303p(2) – Col-
intraive : 302p – Garvie(2) & Craigmore(3) : 
299p – Caolis, Coll : 296p(4) – Glenshellach 
: 295p – Brenchoille : 294p(3) – Brenchoille 
: 293p – Tom Na Coille & Musdale Farm 
: 292p – Colintraive(2), Feringa Farming, 
Boreland Farms(4) & Musdale Farm : 
291p(2) – Ledcharrie : 288p – Keilator : 
287p – Feringa Farming.

LUING: 292p & 279p – Scallasaig, Colon-
say : 279p(4) – Muckairn.

SALx: 283p(4) & 274p(2) – Balantyre 
Farm Partnership.

SHOx: 303p(3), 299p, 298p – Stronma-
gachan : 289p(7) & 279p(8) – Balnahard.

SIMx: 332p(4) – Brenchoille : 318p(5) 
– Pitcastle Estate : 316p(3) & 312p(2)
– Brenchoille: 310p – Dunans : 307p – 
Craig(2) & Pitcastle Estate(8): 306p(3)
– Keilator: 305p(2) – Barguillean Farm :

301p – Barachander Farm : 299p – Tiretigan

Dunans & Duallin(2) : 292p – Ederline
Estate : 289p(6) – Auch Estate : 288p(4) – 
Brenchoille : 283p(4), 282p(6) & 281p(8)
– Keilator.

HeifersAAx: 270p(2) – Musdale Farm. 
BSH: 213p – Ashgrove. BRBx: 267p – 
Lephinchapel. CHARx: 315p(6) – Ederline
Estate : 298p(7) – Tullochmhor : 294p(7)
– Ederline Estate : 293p(7) – Ballygown
: 292p(5) – Ederline Estate : 287p(11) – 
Dunans: 285p(8) & 280p(7) – Ederline
Estate.

LIMx: 308p(2) & 302p(2) – Craigmore : 
295p(2) – Garvie : 288p(5) – Boreland Farms
: 287p(6) – Balantyre Farm Partnership :
285p(4) – Brenchoille : 282p(3) – Cuilaine :
282p – Keilator : 281p – Glenshellach.

LUING: 257p – Pitcastle Estate. SALx:
297p(3) – Tullochmhor. SHx: 281p, 265p &
262p – Balnahard, Colonsay. SIMx: 314p(2)
– Auch Estate : 292p(3) & 289p(4) – Keilator 
: 282p(2) – Auch Estate : 281p(2) – Keilator.

Kintyre champion sells for £1,100 at Dalmally

Andrew Hamilton exhibits the show champion. 07_t43cattle01

A brisk trade as the sale gets underway. 07_t43cattle02

York buyer takes Argyll
Limousin bullock back 
south of the border

OBAN
CALEDONIAN Marts led a sale of rams and ram lambs last Wednesday in Oban
Livestock Centre. 

Shearlings (379) averaged £287.73 (+ £18.73 on the year) selling to £850 for a 
Suff from J M Elliot, Woodside, Yetholm.

Ram Lambs (43) averaged £175.68 (- £9.06 on the year) selling to £300 for a Suff 
from A MacDonald, Bunacaimbe, Arisaig.

The 75 Blackface Shearlings averaged £239.64 (+ £25.89).
Leading prices: Shearlings - £600 Glengorm Est; £600 Brisbane Glen Estates; 

£480 (twice) Maidencoats; £420, £400, £380 Laigh Alticane; £400 Newton of 
Crathie.

The 18 BF Ram Lambs averaged £159.29 (+£23.81 on the year).
Leading prices: Ram Lambs - £280, £200 Hardridge; £220 (twice) Balliemean-

och; £200, £180 Brisbane Glen Estate.
The 86 Cheviot Shearlings averaged £316.58 (+£35.59 on the year).
Leading prices: £800 (twice), £620, £580 Attonburn; £620, £600 (twice) Inver-

broom; £550 Hawkshead; £520, £500 Balure.
The 30 Suff Shearlings averaged £334.33 (-£49 on the year).
Leading prices: £850, £500, £380 Woodside; £520 Maidencoats; £450, £400, 

£380 Tyree; £380 Baleuvllin.
The 10 Suff Ram Lambs averaged £202 (no chance).
Leading prices: £300, £200 Bunacaimbe; £250, £180 Achnaba; £250 Newton.
The 69 Texel Shearlings averaged £289 (-£32 on the year).
Leading prices: £800, £700, £500 (twice) Veltigar; £380 Torrax; £380, £350

Barcaldine HF; £360, £350 Achnaba; £380 Newton.
The 15 Tex Ram Lambs averaged £172 (-£99 on the year).
Leading prices: £250, £220 (twice), £200, £180 Barcaldine HF; £180 Aldersyde;

£180 Laigh Alticane.
The 12 BF Leic Shearlings averaged £305 (+£100 on the year).
Leading prices: £550, £500, £400 Seaview; £300 (£160 Lamb) Balure of Shian; 

£300 Balliemeanoch.
Other Leading prices: Beltex - £300 £260 Blythbank; Beltex - £250 Maidencoates;

Suff x, Beltex - £420, £400 Torrax; Llyne - £200 (three times) Roseneath HF.
Auctioneer Alistair Logan at Oban Livestock Centre oversaw the sale on Wednesday,

October 15. 16_t43sheep01

AS IT prepares to make its submission on further 
devolution to the Smith Commission, NFU Scot-
land is meeting its members to seek their views.

Following the ‘No’ vote in the referendum on
Scottish independence on September 18, the UK 
government appointed Lord Smith of Kelvin to
chair a commission that will oversee the devolu-
tion of further powers to Scotland.

The commission’s key role is to convene 
cross-party talks and engage with the public to
seek consensus on the shape of future powers to
Scotland. 

It aims to publish the results of this wide-rang-
ing consultation with a set of proposals in a White 
Paper by November 30, with draft clauses laid 
down in a new draft Scotland Bill by January 25.

As part of this process, NFU Scotland has been
invited to submit evidence by the end of October.

The Union has already hosted a number of 
meetings with representatives throughout Scot-
land, chaired by president Nigel Miller, with the 

attendance.
Further meetings will be held over the next 10

to 12 days to gather a collection of views and 

in particular NFU Scotland wants to know how 
members feel further devolution could help, or 
hinder, their family, business and community in 
years to come.

Ms Slipper said: ‘Speaking to members across 
the country prior to the referendum, it was very
clear that there exists a vast range of views on 
how Scotland can be a better and more prosperous 
place to live, work and farm.

‘Having been invited to submit a response to the 
Smith Commission, we feel that now is the time 
to talk with members about Scotland’s future 
governance within the UK – including whether 
further devolution is required and how we can use
the powers we currently have more effectively for 

‘Our consultation looks at the various issues
that came up time and again at our referendum
engagement debates – such as EU representation, 
energy policy, and business incentives – and we
are encouraged by the positive response we’ve
had so far in the process.  

‘If you are an NFU Scotland member and have 
thoughts on further devolution then I urge you to
get in touch.’

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd 
held a cattle sale in Portree on October 
13.

Bullocks (106) averaged 242.9p and 
sold to 378.6p per kg for a pen of 140kg
Shorthorn crosses from Orbost, Isle
of Skye, and £1,290 gross for a 730kg
Limousin cross from 2 Hamaraviren,
Glendale.

Heifers (84) averaged 228.4p and sold 
to 316.1p per kg for a pen of 155kg Lim-
ousin crosses from 5 Drynoch, Carbost,
and £1,080 gross for a 510kg Limousin
cross from 2 Tote, Skeabost Bridge.

In-calf heifers (3) sold to £1,400 gross
for a Limousin cross from 3 Digg,

In-calf cows (13) sold to £1,250 gross
for a Shorthorn cross from 21 Borve,
Skeabost Bridge.

Cows with calves at foot (9) sold to 
£1,220 gross for a Limousin cross cow
with heifer calf from 27 Stenscholl.

OTM cattle (46) sold to 171.2p per kg 
for a 520kg Limousin cross cow from
Braebost, Edinbane, and £1,310 gross
for a 950kg Charolais cross from 1 & 2

Other leading prices per head and per 
kg: Bullocks up to 200kg – 5 Drynoch,
£550, Orbost, 353.9p; 201-250kg – 5
& 6 Borneskitaig, Kilmuir, £700, 5
Satran, Carbost, 300.0p; 251-300kg – 3
& 4 Upper Halistra, Waternish, £770,

Strollamus, Broadford, 283.0p; 301-
350kg – 5 & 6 Sheader, Uig, £750, 1
& 2 Conon, Uig, 241.9p; 351-400kg
– 2 Eynort, Carbost, £890, 222.5p; 401-
450kg – 7b 1 Lisigarry Place, Portree,
£870, 212.2p; 501-550kg – 5 Drynoch,
£1010, 190.6p; 551-600kg - Distillery
Houses, Carbost, £1,120, 200.0p.

Heifers up to 200kg – 10 Carbostbeg, 
Carbost, £540, 5 Drynoch, 307.1p;
201-250kg – 4 Bay, Waternish, £620, 7
Ullinish, Struan, 277.3p; 251-300kg – 1
Maligar, Culnacnock, £660, 227.6p;
301- 350kg – Orbost, £800, 235.3p; 351-
400kg – 10 Carbostbeg, £830, 218.4p;
401-450kg – 7 Fiscovaig, Carbost,
£890, 207.0p.

In-calf heifer: LimX – 21 Borve, 
£1,050.

In-calf cow: LimX – 9 Stenscholl,

Viskisgill, Carbost, £1,050; SimX – 10

Cow with calf at foot: LimX – 27 
Stenscholl, £1,180; LimX – 27 Sten-
scholl, £1,150, (twice).

Other leading prices per head: OTM 
cows: 8 Digg, (LimX), £990; Braebost,
(SimX) £970; 4 Treaslane, Skeabost,
(ShoX), £910.

Other leading prices per kg: OTM

Braebost, (SimX), 159.0p; 5 Satran,
(ShoX), 150.0p.

PORTREENFU urges farmers to
make their voices heard
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ing back an hour this 
Sunday and winter 
fast approaching, 
many people are al-
ready thinking about 
keeping their home
warm. 

The chances are
you might be look-
ing to improve your 
property’s insulation, 
or even change to a
lower-cost fuel or en-
ergy source to help 
reduce your current
energy bills.

If you are looking 
for free, impartial en-for free, impartial en-
eerggy ay dvice to help p
yyour decision, Home 
EneEnergyrgy ScScotlotlandand i, inn 
aassociation with AL-
Ienergy, is holding a 
ffrefrefree te-te to ao-ao attettettendndnd tectectechh-h
nology showcase 
eeve tnt on S tSat durday, 
NovNovembemberer 1 i1 in On Obanban..

Come along to 
ObaOban Hn Highigh ScSchoohooll 
between 11am and 
44pm for advice 
aaboaboutut solsolar,ar, wiwindnd andand 
heat technologies for 
yyou hhr home fffrom llloc llal 
M i c r o gg e n e r a t i o n 

eers and fuel suppliers. 
On the day you can 

aalsalso to talkalk toto adadvisvisersers 
aabout renewable 
ttectechnohnologlogiesies anandd 

measures best suited 
to different proper-
ties and sites.

You can hear about 
savings and discuss
any technical or 
planningg issues, or 

about actual 
costs and 
s a v i n g s 
from a 
G r e e nn 
H o m e s
N e t -
w o r k 
house-
h ldholder. 

B r ian
Barker, 
h o mh o m ee
e n e rg yy 
a n dd 
p a rp a rp a r t n et n et n e r -rr
ship liaisson 

HomHome Ee EEnergy gy
Scotlandd, said: 
‘ThThisis eveeveeentnt offoffersers aa 
good opportunity
for houuseholders 
intintereerestesteeed id inn 
improvinng their 
properttty’y’s es enernergygy 

stalling rrenewables 

what’s oon offer here 
in Argyll and Bute.  

‘WeWe hahahaveveve helhelhelddd
similar evvents in other 
parpartsts ofof ttthethe HiHighlghlandandss 

and Islands which
have proved to be
highly successful.

‘I would urge
everyone who is
interested in learning
more to come 

along and discuss
their heating require-
ments on Saturday, 
November 1.’

A working biomass 
boiler will be sited in
the school car park,

he ven-and inside th
an also ue you ca

t localabout
u l at i o ni n s u
hemes, sch
ow to ho
get ag
G re e n
D e a l 
assess-

tm e n t
a n d 
o t h e r 
helhelpfupfull 
n f o r -i

mation.m
o uo uo u YYY

n learn can
 abboutt moree

vailable port av
llocaocall thrthrougoughh 
and schemes 

Scottish ff tthh Sfrom the S
m e nm e n tt , G o vG o v e r ne r n mm

an including
lle loan i ti tintere ttst-fffre

£10,000 of up p to 
ewable for rene

syssyssystemtemtemsss.
owcase The shoo
providewill also p

vailable assistance av
lle ae andnd ffor renewablabl

conventional heating
systems, and income
from feed-in tariffs
and the Domestic
Renewable Heat
Incentive scheme.

Dr Mandie Currie,
Manager at AL-
Ienergy, added: ‘The

ciency Programmes 
for Scotland scheme
known as HEEPS ABS
is now well underway
in Argyll and Bute.

‘We’ll be at the
showcase reminding
local householders
th t f i l tithat free insulation
measures,, subjej ct to 
qualifying criteria, 
areare ststillill avavailailablablee 
to help them have 
warmer and more 
e n ee n ee n e r g yr g yr g y e f- e fe f f i cf i cf i c i e ni e ni e n ttt 
homes.

‘W‘We llo kok fforwardd 
to to assassististingingg pepep oploplp ee 
at our stand where 
ourour teteamam wilwill bl be oe onn 
hand to deal with 
enquiries.’

IfIf youyou cacan’tn t atattentendd 
the showcase, to
rec iieive clllear a ddnd iiim-
parp tial advice about 
renewable options 

cy for your home, call
Home Energy Scot-
lanland,d,, funfundedded bybyy ththee 
Scottish Government,
on:on: 08080808 808808 22228282.

HHome EEnergggyyy SScottllandd TTechhnollogggyyy SShhowcasegy gy
SSaattuurrddaayy NNoovveemmbbeerr 11, OObbaann HHiigghh SScchhooooll, 1111aamm -- 44ppmm

Oban showcase set to 
provide latest energy 
options for householders

Scotland has an abundance of wood. However, is a wood fuelled 
heating system the right option for you and your home?  
We can give you free, impartial and in-depth advice on  
the best renewables options. We can also provide information  
on financial support available, including an interest free loan  
of up to £10,000 from the Scottish Government.

Speak to a renewables advisor at the Home Energy Scotland 
technology showcase on Saturday 1 November 2014,  
11am-4pm at Oban High School, Soroba Road, Oban.

thinking about

big en£rgy saving event
home energy scotland technology showcase
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Ferguson Energy is an Oban based renewable energy provider who have
been operating in Argyll since 2011. The company which was formed by
local engineers Barry and James Ferguson, specialises in the design 
and installation of affordable, efficient renewable heating systems. 
Ferguson Energy benefits from close working relationships with the 
manufactures of the equipment they install and service. Director Barry 
Ferguson makes regular visits to the Burnit facility in Bulgaria and also 
to NIBE head office in Sweden to ensure the company is able to deliver a 
superior service to its clients. As Ferguson Energy is accredited to com-
bine the interest free loan from the Scottish government and also the 
domestic renewable heat incentive, we can offer a serious alternative to 
in-efficient and expensive fossil fuel based heating systems of the past.

We have chosen to invest in the fuel supply market and from November 
will supply EN + Grade wood pellet fuel to users of Biomass. Ferguson 
Energy has secured an exclusive agreement with a top producer of 
wood pellets, this will enable us to offer a sustainable and cost effective 
source of Biomass energy. This new fuel supply service makes Fergu-
son Energy the only complete renewable energy provider in Argyll.

A local young family are now benefiting from a newly installed wood 
pellet Biomass boiler by Ferguson Energy. The system is providing 
a cost effective and efficient solution to the ever growing challenge 
of affordably heating your home. Mr Stuart McNae from Connel 
opted to modernise his existing night storage heating system with a 
Biomass alternative. Stuart and his family are delighted with the re-
sults and the level of service received from Ferguson Energy. With 
the combined Home Energy Scotland interest free loan and the 
domestic renewable heat incentive the switch really makes sense. 
Full application and incentive support as standard which means 
Ferguson Energy offer the complete service and even deliver our 
wood pellets as well.

Local businessman Chris James, who recently opened the 
Craignure Bunkhouse accommodation on the Isle of Mull, is 
delighted with the performance of the renewable heating system 
designed and installed by Ferguson Energy. The combination of 
a highly efficient Biomass log boiler and a solar thermal system 
are proving to be perfect partners. In keeping with the eco sen-
sitive ethos of the bunkhouse, a cost effective and sustainable 
heating and hot water solution was provided by Ferguson Energy 
in partnership with local contractor Norman MacDonald. It makes 
perfect business sense to invest in renewable heat source which 
benefits from commercial renewable heat incentive support for 
the next  20 years. 

Local Luxury Hotel owner Mr Beppo Buchannan Smith, recently 
installed a Ferguson Energy Air Source heating solution at the ex-
clusive Hilltop Reserve development at the Isle of Eriska Hotel. The s 
ystem was installed in a purpose built plant room which has created 
a small scale district heating system that serves two individual luxury 
holiday apartments. Mr Buchannan Smith advised ‘that our guests 
expect luxury and we wanted the heating solution to reflect this.’ 
Ferguson Energy’s system not only provides this but also gives us 
an extremely efficient and cost effective energy solution. 
The selected system deployed by Ferguson Energy is based 
closely on the design installed successfully by the company in 
many domestic homes through out Argyll.

CASE STUDY: DOMESTIC WOOD 
PELLET BIOMASS BOILER

CASE STUDY: COMMERCIAL 
LOG BIOMASS BOILER

CASE STUDY: AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMP

SUPPLYING RENEWABLE HEAT FOR 
LOCAL FAMILIES AND BUSINESS 

Tel: 01631 566 127 or 07799358396
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.ferguson-energy-oban.co.uk

 INSTALL - SERVICE - FUEL DELIVERY

Saving Trust, Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) and
Citizens Advice – reveals almost three quarters of Scots are still worried 
about their energy bills.

The campaign helps householders learn how to take control of 
their energy bills with free advice available during the week over the
phone, online and at events across the UK.

Mike Thornton, director of the Energy Saving Trust Scotland said: 
‘Rightfully, millions of householders are confused by their heating

‘There are plenty of myths out there and it’s no wonder people aren’t
getting it right. We are urging customers to learn about the myths,
check their tariff, switch suppliers and insulate their homes.’

Housing Minister Margaret Burgess said: ‘Rising energy bills remain a 
huge concern for the Scottish Government and fuel poverty is still a 
major issue in Scotland, with over 27 per cent of households affected.

‘That’s why we are supportive of the Big Energy Saving Week cam-
paign as it helps households take control of their electricity and heat-
ing bills. 

‘Households can get advice on how to qualify for any energy saving

thrthrougough th thehe ScoScottittishsh GovGovernernmenment’st s HoHomeme EneEnergyrgy ScScotlotlandand hohotlitlinene byby
calcalcallinlinling 0g 0g 0808808808 8080808 28 28 2282282282 ’..

EEnergygy and Cd Clilim tate ChChangge secr tetary y EdEd DDavey y isaidd: ‘Th‘The e iasi test 
wayway toto cucut et enernergygy bilbillsls fasfast it is ts to so shophop ararounound fd foror thethe chcheapeapestest enenergergyy
ddeall a dnd iswit htch su lpplpp iiers.

‘ThThThankankanks ts ts to go go goveoveovernmrnmrnmententent acacactiotiotion tn tn to ro ro refoefoeformrmrm thethethe enenenergergergy my my markarkarketetet thethethe nununumm-m-
bberber fofof iininddepdepp dendend tentent susu lpplpplpp iierier hs hs hasas lalmalm tostost ttrtr bleblebl deded isinsincece 2020120100 –0 enencoucour-r
agiagingng gregreateater cr compompetietitiotion wn whichich hh helpelps ds drivrive de downown prpriceicess.

‘WeWe’rere alalsoso makmakinging itit eaeasiesier ar andnd quiquickecker fr foror peopeopleple toto swswitcitch,h, andand ththee

bybyby thethethe enenend od od of tf tf thishishis yeyeyeararar tototo jusjusjust tt tt twowowo andandand aaa halhalhalf wf wf weekeekeeks ’ss.

Margaret Lynch, chief executive of Citizens Advice Scotland, said:
‘The Scottish CAB service provides support for people who are strug-
gling to pay for their fuel bills on a daily basis.

‘Energy prices having risen by third since 2010 and our advisors saw
the number of cases related to household fuel bills in 2013/14 soar by
79 per cent from the previous year.

‘As energy prices continue to squeeze household budgets, it’s im-
portant that people are aware of what they can do to keep their fuel
bills down.

‘The Citizens Advice bureaux are running Big Energy Savings week 
events in Scotland to help people lower their costs in time for winter.’

understand how to use their heating controls.
However, many of these respondents turn out to be using their 

common myths:

MYTH 1: Turn the heating up when it’s cold outside. Over half
(53 per cent) turn the thermostat up when it’s cold outside A home(53 per cent) turn the thermostat up when it s cold outside. A home 
hsho lduld ’tn’t ne ded thithis a ts thhe ththermo tstat it i ts thher te to m iaint itai tn thhe hhome

temtemperperatuaturere whawhatevteverer thethe weweathatherer.

MYTH 2: TuTurnrn upup thethe ththermermostostatat toto heaheat tt thehe rooroom qm quicuickerker O. Overver aa 
thithirdrd (35(35 peper cr centent) t) turnurn ththeireir roroomom thethermormostastat ut up wp whenhen ththeyey wanwant tt thehe 
roorooroom tm tm to ho ho heateateat upupup quququickickickererer. ThThThisisis doedoedoes ns ns nototot helhelhelp ap ap a rororoomomom becbecbecomeomeome wawawarmermermerrr 
anyanyany quququickickickererer andandand onononlylyly heaheaheatststs thethethe hohohomememe tototo a wa wa warmarmarmererer temtemtemperperperatuatuaturere.re.

MYTH 3: LeLeLeaveaveave thththe he he heateateatinginging ononon lololow cw cw consonsonstantantantlytlytly. 4. 4. 41 p1 p1 pererer cencencent tt tt thinhinhinkkk 

temperature
constantly, rather 
than turn 

it 
on and 

off. This means these 
homes are heated when no-one 

cold when people are in the home.

MYTH 4: HotHot wawaterter rurunsns outout ifif yoyou su stoptop fefeediedingng thethe tatanknk. NeNearlarly ay a 
ithithirdrd ((32(32 peper cr centent)) l) leaveave te t iheiheir wr wateater hr heateatiinging onon alall tl thehe itimtime te to mo makeake 

sursursure te te theyheyhey neneneververver rururun on on oututut, whwhwhichichich cococouldulduld bebebe cococostististingngng farfarfar momomorerere ononon thethetheiririr 
eneenergyrgy bibillslls ththanan necnecessessaryary..

MYTH 5: KeeKeeKeep ep ep elecleclectritritric sc sc stortortorageageage heheheateateatersrsrs ononon allallall thththe te te timeimeime O. O. Oururur 
resear hch lals fo found td th that ffew peoplle itwithh ellect itric sttorage hhe taters 
undunderserstootood hd howow thethey wy workork (o(onlynly 3737%)%). ThThisis meameansns thathat ht housousehoeholdslds 

itwitwithh eh elleclect itritri hc hc h teateatiingingg coco ldlduld bbebe papap iyinyiny tg tg tg hhrohro hghughg thththe ne noseose bbbyy nonot tt tt t kiakiakingng g
advadvadvantantantageageage ofofof chchcheapeapeapererer nignignighththt ratratrate ee ee elecleclectritritricitcitcityyy.

Majority of Scots worried about energy bills
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••• Top Quality Woodfuels

••• Deliveries to suit you

••• Hand unload if required

••• EN Plus, BSL and local

••• Emergency Deliveries Available

••• Woodsheds built & filled to order

WWWWWWoooood pd ellets Briquettes Firewood Kindlidlinngg

Tel: 01631 563271 www.argyllwoodfuels.com

gy saving event

Thinking about installing a renewable technology?
Check your insulation first!

To get the most out of your renewable technology your property must be
energy efficient. If your loft, walls and floor are not properly insulated then 

could be losing heat and not benefitting from using renewable energy.

ALIenergy will be attending the Renewable Fair run by Home Energy 
Scotland at the Corran Halls, Oban on 1st November 2014. Come along
and speak to our team about the different insulation measures on offer 

for householders in Argyll and Bute.
ALIenergy deliver the Home Energy Efficiency Programme for Scotland Area
Based Scheme (HEESPABS) in Argyll and Bute, which currently focuses on
Bute.  If you have recently received a letter about the scheme and you are
interested in receiving insulation measures then please call the ALIenergy

office on 01631 565 183, or email heepsabs@alienergy.org.uk to register
your details and an assessor will call you to arrange a house visit.

Like ALIenergy on Facebook and follow our y
Tweets to keep up to date with what is available.

Other enquiries: enquiries@alienergy.org.uk;
01631 565183 or visit www.alienergy.org.uk

Switch suppliers and save
EST’s research also found many households 
are still not regularly switching energy suppli-
er.

to have changed energy supplier in the last 
year, yet we found switching is easier than 
people think.
57 per cent of those who had 

switched energy supplieers in the 
last year agreed that it could 
save a lot of money, but only
28 per cent of those whoo’d 
not considered switchinng 

them.
Older people are

less likely to consider 
changing their energy 
supplier; 63% of those 
over 55 claim they aree
unlunlikeikelyly toto conconsidsideeerer 
swiswitchtchinging inin ththe ne nextext yeyeaaararar, 
comcomcomparparparededed tototo 444444 perperper cececennnntntnt ofofof 
ththose dunder 3535.

BigBig EnEnergergy Sy Saviavingng WeeWeek (k (20-20 2424 ek (20 24
O tOct bobe )r)) iis ffund dded bbyy DEDECCCC iin lcoll blab-
oraoraoratiotiotion wn wn withithith EnEnEnergergergy Sy Sy Saviaviavingngng TruTruTruststst andandand CiCiCitiztiztizensensens 

dAdvAdviiceice BuBureareau.u. O hOthOtherer parparp tnetnersrs supsuppporporp itinting tg tg hhehe
camcampaipaigngn incincludlude Ge Globlobalal ActActionion PlPlanan, AgAge Ue UKK 
andand ACACRERE (Ac(Actiotion wn withith CoCommummunitnitiesies inin RuRuralral
EngEngEnglanlanland)d)d). 

TheTheThe weweweekekek wilwilwill hl hl helpelpelp hohohouseuseuseholholholderderders ts ts to to to takeakeake 

practical steps to cut to their bills by checking
they are on the best deal, switching tariff or 
supplier and taking up energy saving actions
such as using their heating controls in the 
correct way.

Big Energy Saving Week is part of a wider 
UK initiative known as the Big Energy UK initiative k

etwork – a £1 million pro-Saving Ne
me to support eligible gramm

sector organisationsthird 
d community groupsand
nd deliver help and an
advice to vulnerablea
consumers.c

In order to reach as 
many households as 
possible, during the 
course of the week 
there will be local t

events across the UK e
hihichch wilwill bl be re runun byby aa ww
worwork ok of Cf Citiitizenzens As Advidvicece netnetnetwww

auauau ananand cd cd commommommuniuniunitytyty BurBurBureaeaea
ers.lvol tuntee

AnyAny pepeoplople ne needeedinging hehelplp andand Any peopp
dadviice on any oy f tf thhe iissues raiised id in 

thithithis rs rs releeleeleaseasease shshshouloulould cd cd callallall HoHoHomememe EneEneEnergyrgyrgy ScScScotlotlotlandandand 
(S(Sc(Sc( lotlotl dandand)) o) o) n:n: 0800800808 88 88 8080808 22822822822.2. 

ForFor fufurthrtherer advadviceice ababoutout sasavinving eg enernergygy inin thethe 
homhome ve visiisit:t: wwwwww.en.energergysaysavinvingtrgtrustust.or.org.ug.ukk 

ForForFor inininforforformatmatmationionion abababoutoutout BiBiBig Eg Eg Enernernergygygy savsavsavinginging 
WeeWeeWeek vk vk visiisiisit:t:t: wwwwwwwww bibi.bigengengenergergergysaysaysavinvinvingwegwegweekekek.orgorgorg ukuk.uk

energy scotland event in oban
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enjoy ay

Loft insulation is effective for at least 40 
years, and it will pay for itself over and over 
again in that time. In an uninsulated home a 
quarter of your heat is lost through the roof. 
Save that waste and reduce your heating  
bills now!
For clear and impartial advice call  
Home Energy Scotland from the Scottish 
Government free on 0808 808 2282  
or visit homeenergyscotland.org

big en£rgy saving 
POWER TO The Peo-
ple Kintyre, a Climate 
Challenge funded 

sation committed to 
reducing our carbon
footprint and tack-
ling climate change, 

cated Energy Advice
Centre in mainland
Argyll.

They are also com-
mitted to helping to
reduce fuel poverty 
through reducing
energy use and wast-

d idiage and providing
advice on energy

home.
As parart ot ott f tf ttf hishishis enee -

deavour, they hhhhhavavavea ev  
beeeebebeeeeee n n supported bybbby byby
EneEnenenneeennnergyrgyrgyrgyrgyrgyrgygy AcAAAA tion Scot-

land, the national 
charity dedicated to 
eliminating fuel pov-
erty, in delivering an 
initiative to replace 
lighting in over 100 
homes in Kintyre with 
LED lights. 

They will also under-
take a programme 

these same homes. 
These low cost meas-
ures can reduce 
lighting associated 
costs by up to 90% 
and heating costs by 

t 10%up to 10%. 
This innitiative, fund-

ed by Energy AcActiotionn
ScoScotlannd nd througoughh
thethetheir irir Fuel Pl l overty 
AllAllevieviatatataatititt onooo FuFunFFundd, wilwilll
rearear chch thothothot sesese se mosmost t 
in in nnneneen d oooooof rf ff f f edueduuduuuucedcedcedcedcedccc  

energy bills. 
Commenting on the

award, Norman Kerr, 
Director of Energy 
Action Scotland said: 
“Power To The People

a need in its area for 
extra services to help
people make their 
homes warmer and 
cheaper to heat.
The funding that we 
can provide to boost 
their services should 
make a real differ-
ence to households
this winter. No-one this winter. No-one

 should have tto live in
 a ca coldold hohomeme andnd, b, by
 worwo kinking tg tg ogeogeg tttheth r, we
 can plug more gaps

iin ththee asasasasasssssssisisissi tantancece
 availilaableblebleblebleeb for lr lllr locaocaocaocao ll

peopeoopeop ooppplpleplepleplelep ”.”

First dedicated energy advice 
centre in mainland Argyll HOUSING Minister Margaret Burgess said: ‘Ris-

ing energy bills remain a huge concern for the 
Scottish Government and fuel poverty is still a 
major issue in Scotland, with over 27 per cent
of households affected. 

‘That’s why we are supportive of the Big 
Energy Saving Week campaign as it helps
households take control of their electricity and 
heating bills. 

‘Households can get advice on how to 
qualify for any energy saving improvements

bills through the Scottish Government’s Home
Energy Scotland hotline by calling 0808 808
2282.’

Gillian Guy, chief executive of Citizens Ad-
vice, said: ‘Every day, Citizens Advice helps
people who are struggling to meet the cost
of their energy bills, and 80,000 people a year 
come to us for help with fuel debts.

‘With prices up a third since 2010, it’s more 
important than ever that people know what
they can do to keep their fuel bills down and
what help is available.

‘That’s why we’re running events up andThat s why we re running eevents up and 
down tn he country to help peoople make suuure re
thethey ay aaaay rere rere notnotot pappapayinyiny g ag ag pepennynnynynyny mmmmomomomorerre re ththaaththan tn theyheyhe  
havh ve te te e too.’o.’

Help available to 
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week
THE

Follow these steps to make sure you’re not using energy you don’t 
need.

• Standby Savers – Fortunately there are a number of products avail-
able to help cut down your standby electricity consumption such asable to help cut down your standby electricity consumption, such as
tsta dbndby sy saveaversrs ththatt allllow youou tto easeasilily tturnrn llall fof yoyourur appappliliancences os offff 

from standby without havingg to reach for the plug.g
• C• C• Coldoldold apapappliplipliancancanceseses I– I– Is ys ys yourourour frfrfridgidgidge fe fe-freereereezerzerzer 151515 yeyeyearsarsars ororor olololderderder? I? I? If if if it it it isss, thethethennn 

ththe hchances are thth tat itit couldld bbe iusing more ellect itri itcit ty thhan re iqui dred. 
As fridgeg s, , freezers and fridgge-freezers are switched on 24 hours a day,y, 

thththeiiir lllandldldlo ddrd ttto bbbuy a newer ddmod llel ififif thththe curre ttnt one iiis fffa ltltulty or n ttot 

folfollowlowinging titipsps andand adadvicvice ce canan helhelp sp saveave momoneyney onon rerefrifrigergeratiation:on:
M• M kkake sure thththe bbba kkck ffof you ffr f ididridge-fffreeze iir is v ttentilililat dt dted and dd dd d ttust 

free – dusting gg should be done at least once a yeyy ar to keep ipp t runninggg 

• Make sure the fridgge-freezer is out of direct sunligght from outside

or other sources of heat from inside the home, such as your oven or 

• Make sure the door seal is not damaged
• Check that it is cycling on and off as it should – ideally you should

only be able to hear your fridge or freezer running 30-40% of the time
• Don’t keep the fridge-freezer doors open longer than necessary.

Over a quarter of electricity use (26 per cent) now goes towards

inches or over.

when not in use and rather than on standby will bring savings on the
electricity bill.

Lighting is a vital aspect of any home, especially during the darker 
winter evenings. Lighting makes up 16 per cent of household electric-
ity consumption.

By turning off the lights when they’re not needed you could save 
around £7 a year.

If households want to go further, replacing all the remaining old-fash-
ioned bulbs with CFLs and all the halogens with LEDs could typically 
save around £45 a year.

For further information about saving energy in the home, call Home
Energy Scotland (Scotland) on 0808 808 2282 or visit: www.energysav-
ingtrust.org.uk

make sure you only use the energy you need
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WANTED

All types of light commercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high mileage, non-run-
ners considered. Also all types of 4x4 vehicles, 

land rover, Toyota, etc…

Telephone 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

1st Choice

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building Repairs 
and Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and 

Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows Supplied 
and Fitted

Moss Removal 
on Roof and 

Garages

A POSTER campaign to highlight 
the risks of buying cigarettes for 
children has been launched by
the Trading Standards services
in Highland and Argyll and Bute
councils, in partnership with NHS 
Highland.

The campaign aims to increase
awareness that it is unlawful 
for adults aged 18-or-over to 
knowingly buy or attempt to buy
cigarettes, tobacco or cigarette 
papers for a person who is under 
the age of 18, which is known as a
‘proxy purchase.’

The public are being reminded 
that it is the person buying or at-
tempting to buy tobacco products, 
not the shopkeeper, who is guilty 
of the offence.

of £200 and failure to pay may re-
sult in action in the criminal court. 

Around 800 awareness posters
are being distributed to registered 
tobacco retailers, in both The 
Highland Council and Argyll and 
Bute council areas, for display in 
their shops.

Trading standards manager with 
The Highland Council, Gordon 
Robb, said: ‘We are keen to sup-
port responsible tobacco retailers 

children. 
‘We are aware that this is a real

problem and wish to highlight the
legal implications among the com-
munity, informing the public about 
the risks and penalties associated 
with proxy purchase of tobacco 
products.’

Regulatory services manager 
with Argyll and Bute Council,
Alan Morrison, added: 

THE BIG Debate came to Oban 
on Friday, with an expert panel 
discussing a range of moral, polit-
ical and social issues live on BBC
Radio Scotland.

The show, hosted by former 
Newsnight anchor Gordon Brewar,
was held at the Corran Halls, with
panellists Mike McKenzie, MSP
for the Highlands and Islands, 
journalist Pennie Taylor, Neil Bax-
ter, secretary and treasurer of the
Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland and Willie Mack, editor 
of The Oban Times.

Gordon Brewer said: ‘It’s always 
interesting to do these shows
outside of a big population centre 
because there’s so much coverage 
of issues in the central belt.

‘We’re interested to hear what 
people have to say in smaller areas
like Oban, so in some ways it’s 
as much about hearing from the
audience as it is the panel. 

‘It’s fascinating to get a different 
perspective on Scottish life.’

Issues including poverty, the 
prospect of a second Scottish 
independence referendum, the 

2015 General Election and empty 
buildings in Oban town centre were 
discussed by the panellists, with
lively input from the audience.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
who was in the audience, said: 
‘It’s good to have the opportunity 
to hear some points of view about 
issues affecting us both locally and 
nationally on Radio Scotland.

‘With regards to the issue of 
social housing, it was encouraging 
that the whole panel agreed that 
more social housing was needed 
in town centres and the positive 

impact that has on communities.
However, I’m a bit disappointed 
that Mike McKenzie said ‘the dead 
hand of Argyll and Bute council’
was to blame for the population 
decline and lower GDP in the area.

‘Only by working together and by
putting political differences behind 
us, can we address population
decline in both Oban and Argyll 
and But.

‘I urge all elected members in all
levels of government to come up
with solutions to the issues, not just 
trying to attribute blame.’

IT’S GOOD TO TALK: The Big Debate host Gordon Brewar (second left) with panellists MSP Mike McKenzie, architect Neil Baxter, The Oban
Times editor Willie Mack and journalist Pennie Taylor                                                                                                                                                       16_t43bigdebate01

Panelists talk up the town and the 
nation’s interests in the Big Debate

Draw on common sense
and don’t buy cigarettes
for underage teenagers

James MacLeod who works at Onich Services near Ballachullish, 
displaying the poster, which warns of the dangers of buying 

cigarettes for under-18s t43smoking01no

‘Older friends, relatives or even
strangers supplying cigarettes and 
tobacco to those underage need to
know they are breaking the law
and that action can and will be
taken.’

The Scottish Government has
set a target date of 2034 to reduce

cent of the Scottish population.
Anyone who suspects a person 

of purchasing, or attempting to 
purchase, tobacco products on 
behalf of under-18s should contact 

helpline on: 01546 605 519.



Thursday 23 October, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 25MOTORS

S &S & SS
SERERVICVICESES

Old Bridgge Re Roadoad, 

TelTel. 0012912922
88080080080/880444 0
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S & S SeServices
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TelTel. 0. 012912922 880080 / 
880440
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SS & S S SerServicvices
Old Bridge Road, 
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W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 6067667/7/
01546 60 62726272

MMM

Tel: 01631 568020

ADVERTISING IN 
OUR  DRIVETIMES 

IS ONLY £30 FOR 
TWO WEEKS 

7 Seater Honda Stream Sport 2002

£1650
Located in Oban.

Tel: 07979 303849 / 07952 266455 / 
01688 302190

Low mileage (79000 miles),

MOT and Tax Feb 2015, Petrol,

automatic with manual

option, Good reliable family 

car; priced for quick sale.

Isuzu Trooper, SWB

£2,400 o.n.o.

Tel: 01880 740269 
/ 07808 141469

Dec 03, 80,000 

miles, MOT March 

2015, 2.9 engine.

Hyundai Tucson Comfort.

£4,750

Tel: 07979 925435 (Arran)

2009 (09), 79, 000 miles, MOT end

June 2015, full leather interior. 

electric windows, privacy glass, air 

conditioning, towbar. Family owned 

since new, recent battery, just had oil 

and air service.

5.4 meter Northcraft Rib with 
two seat centre console

Tel: 07730094865 or 01631 562755

75hp four stroke Mariner outboard on 

galvanised trailer. All 10 years old. 

Good condition.

£4000 o.n.o.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND
DIRECT PAYMENT.

MAZDA RX8

£2,200 o.n.o.

Tel: 07756 591 034

55 REG. 55,000 

Miles. 235 BHP

MOT Full Service

History.

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306
 Mobile 07885 203020

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles
Landrovers, any 4x4, Toyotas, Nissan,

considered. Also non-runner and accident
damaged, MOT failure, single or double cab.

Genuine people to deal with.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION

WANTED ALL 4 X 4’S

Telephone
07789 138028

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrovers etc, 
mileage no problem.  Distance no 

object.  Specialise in Vauxhall Brava
and Isuzu pick-ups.

WANTED 4x4

Telephone 07925 715321

Any year or condition, would
consider any kind of pick-up or
jeep, will collect and pay cash.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 

or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models,
Toyota, Landrover, Mitsubishi,

high miles no problem,
MOT or not, instant decision,

same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high

miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new,
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans

and statics, instant decision,
same day payment.

Renault Grand Scenic MPV

£1650 o.n.o.

Tel 01631 564626 or 07972 506086

55 reg. 98,000 Miles, 

MOT to Oct 15. road Tax 

to January 2015.

Serviced Oct 2014.

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2008

£4750 excluding 
VAT o.n.o.

Contact 01496 810 382 or 07768 576 544

(White) 2900 cdti 90 

swb, 1 owner, 

57,000 miles.

Citroen Relay, SWB

£2,950 o.n.o.

Tel 07788 505224

52 reg. LWB 2.8 Turbo Diesel 

Camper Van, 2 berth, 240 hook 

up, onboard water, cooker & 

hob, toilet. 9 months MOT, 4

new tyres, good condition for

year, lots of new parts.

VW CADDY MAXI LIFE

£7500

Tel: 01967 421248 or 07881 554985

tdi, 7 seater, 2009, 
63000 miles, vgc, MoT/
Taxed,  air con, cruise 
control, many extras 
inc. camping option. 
Owners emigrating.

FORD TRANSIT 140

£5,500 excluding
VAT o.n.o

Contact 01496 810 382 or 07768 576 544

T330, RWD, 2008, 

green, 53,000 miles,

electric pack & 

Bluetooth.

2003 VW Golf GT TDi

£1500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07812 010906

130hp. Black. Alloys. CD mulitchanger. 
Sports interior. 3 doors. 147000 miles. 
Good service history. In good condition
inside and out. Very economical, 50+mpg!
Will come with full MT. No tax. Used 
daily until very recently. New car forces 
reluctant sale!

High performance scooter

£500 o.n.o.

Call 01586 552080

This high performance scooter,
featuring unique dual front wheels
for maximum stability, is in “as 
new” condition. A rare opportunity
to acquire an excellent vehicle at a 
favourable price. Will deliver free 
anywhere in mainland Argyll.

Honda TRX

£1900 o.n.o.

01369 860 669

350 2005
738 Hours 5241 km
Good condition
Near Strachur

Citroen Relay, SWB

£6,200 no vat or 
in the region of

Tel 01499 302787 / 07880641637

2008, 2.2 ltr engine,

heated electric mirrors,

CD player and Sat Nav,

38,000 miles. 

Good condition in and 

out.
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CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Port Assistant (4 positions)
Rate of Pay £9.00 per hour Ref 647-SB
Oban Ferry Terminal
25 hours per week

Applications are invited for the position of Port Assistant based at the Oban Ferry Terminal.

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day fl
responsibilities. Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of 
passenger/vehicle tickets, cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking and
disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working as shift and weekend work will be involved.fl

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have
a proactive approach to customer care.

The successful candidate must be able to commute to the Oban Ferry Terminal on a daily basis. 

Night Watchman (2 positions)
Rate of Pay £7.05 per hour Ref 648-SB
Oban Ferry Terminal
24 hours per week

Applications are invited for the position of Nightwatchman based at the Oban Ferry Terminal.

Reporting to the Port Manager you will be responsible for the security of the pier buildings
and vessels connected to the port, for the call-out of crew in the event of an emergency or 
bad weather, overseeing a telephone watch in case of emergency call-outs by Fire, Police and 
Ambulance, monitoring and adjusting the gangway as necessary to maintain a safe access to
the vessels.

You are expected to have a fl exible approach to working as the shift pattern will be variable fl
and dependent on local circumstances.

The successful candidate must be able to commute to the Oban Ferry Terminal on a daily basis. 

If you are interested in either of these positions, please respond by emailing your 
CV, quoting the appropriate reference number, no later than 30 October 2014 to:
vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk, or mail to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

Caleonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Enable Scotland is looking to recruit:

Team Facilitator/Team Leader 
Location: Oban. 39 hours per week. £24,000 per annum.

Personal Assistants 
Location: Oban. 1 x 30 hours & 2  x 20 hours per week. Salary: £7.80 per hour.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

Please contact the local office for further details or information on  
01631 565062 or email kirsty.mackenzie@enable.org.uk 
Application forms are available online at www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

Closing date for all posts: 31st October 2014.

ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

Sous Chef - Permanent
A permanent Sous Chef position has

become available at Loch Melfort Hotel due 
to internal promotion. Position available end
of October 2014 onwards. Live in available. 

Pay depending on experience.

Please send CV to
reception@lochmelfort.co.uk

FAO Mike Knowles or call 01852 200233

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel. 01631 562168

Part Time Domestic/
Laundry Assistant

£7.46 per hour.  Company Pension Scheme.
For an application form please contact:
Manager: Morag A Telfer 01631 562 168

CARE HOME

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER 
Covering Mid Argyll  & Kintyre  Full time post of 35 hours

Salary Scale: Grade 5  £27,033 - £32,613

Fyne Homes are currently recruiting for a Technical Officer to 
be based in either the Lochgilphead or Campbeltown office
and will involve travel to cover the areas of Mid-Argyll, Kintyre,
Cowal & Bute.  Due to the nature of this role a current driving
licence and use of a car for business purposes is required.

You will provide an effective and efficient property management 
service, as part of a small team within Fyne Homes and work
closely with the contractors supplying services under our
framework agreements.

Key tasks include the day to day management of reactive, 
cyclical and capital investment programmes along with
working alongside our Design Teams delivering our high
quality new build development programme.

You should preferably have at least 5 years practical
experience of property maintenance, some of which consists
of experience at a supervisory level. Much of the work involves 
communicating directly with tenants and other members of the
public in a front line role.  You will require good interpersonal
and communication skills, a strong commitment to customer
service and the ability to work as part of the team and on
your own initiative within laid down objectives and targets. 
A knowledge and understanding of legislation and statutory 
responsibilities is necessary as is an ability to use current
communications technology, such as smartphone, tablet etc
to process workload.

It is desirable that candidates can demonstrate practical
working knowledge and experience in the property
maintenance/ building sector.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and good
conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from Fyne Homes Ltd,
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay, Isle of Bute PA20 0AP

Tel: 0845 6077117

e-mail: postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk

Closing Date:  Monday 3rd November 2014   

Fyne Homes Ltd believes in promoting equality and diversity

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATOR
(MATERNITY COVER)

Kearney Donald Partnership based in Fort 
William are the largest architectural practice 
in Lochaber.  We are currently seeking a 
receptionist/administration assistant to cover 
the period between November 2014 and 
October 2015.
Candidates should be proficient in Micro-
soft Word, audio typing skills preferable and 
good telephone manner.  Other duties in-
clude general office admin.
Working hours are 9am to 5pm Mon to Fri.
Salary negotiable/dependant on experience.
Apply in writing to Scott Donald, 
Kearney Donald Partnership, Hillside House, 
Fort William, PH33 6BT or 
scott@kd-partnership.co.uk

Do you have experience of working in a fast paced customer focused 
business? Can you deliver the very best standards to customers and be 

part of a winning team at the same time?

If you like a challenge and feel you could be part of our new 
team here in Fort William, then please send your C.V. to 

costafortwilliam@gmail.com or leave a message for our recruitment 
team on 07833 496264

Join our team of baristas

REQUIRE

ELECTRICIANS
(17th EDITION QUALIFIED)

&

SEMI-SKILLED LABOUR
FOR OUR PLUMBING/ELECTRICAL DEPT

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO
Jonathan MacLeod

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + 
Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can
offer you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising 
and features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsibblele le forforfor cacacallill ng newnew anananand ed ed ed exisxisxisx tintintinti g cg lients to generate 
and maintain lastis nggg busbusbubu inenenen ss ss relatiatiatiat onsooo hiphiphiphips,s,s,s, andandandan yyyyou wwu wu willillillill bebeeenefnefnefnefit from 
on-n-n-n-ono goigoigogo ngngg training, first cllllass support,t jojojoj b stability y andandand thhhhe oe oe oppoppoppop rtutt nitnitnity tty ty toooo
worororw k fffk fk for orororor a pa pa pa profrofofessessessionionional al ala comcomcompanpanpany tyyy hat beb lielievesv inn rererewarwarwardindinding sg sg succuccuccccesseessessssess anaanandddd d
effeffeffortorort. A. AA fufuullll ll dridridridr vinvinvinvingggg lg icececencencence isis esesessensennntiatiatiattiatialll.

Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Due to continued expansion,

Glen Scotia Distillery is looking to recruit:

 1 x Distillery Operations Personnel

Working as part of a small team and reporting to the 
Distillery Manager duties include:  

McIvors, Campbeltown

REQUIRE A
FLORIST/ 

TRAINEE FLORIST
to cover maternity

leave, with potential for
permanent postition.

Applications in writing to:

McIvors, 8 Longrow
South, Campbeltown,

PA28 6AH.

Experience
Nurse looking 

for work
References supplied
Own car, will travel
Apply in writing to

PO box 3, c/o
Oban Times, Oban, 

PA34 4HB
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PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02478/PP Alterations to vehicular access and 
earthworks (retrospective)

Land North East of Argyll Cottage 
An T-Sraid Isle of Lismore 

Sub Post Office
Lismore

14/01213/PP Alterations and change of use of 
warehouse to form cafe/retail, children’s 
soft play area, storage and associated
works

Warehouse Pier Road Scarinish Isle 
of Tiree Argyll and Bute PA77 6TN 

Tiree Area Office

14/02249/MFF Modification of existing fin fish farm
site comprising 6 additional cages, 
addition of feed barge and increase of 
cage sizes from 70 metre circumference 
to 80 metre circumference and increase 
in extent of moorings.

Port Na Mine Fish Farm (Etive 3)
Inverawe Taynuilt Argyll

Sub Post Office
Taynuilt

14/02291/PP Erection of workshop Unit 4 Crannog Lane Oban Argyll
and Bute PA34 4HB

Oban Area Office

14/02299/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation
of vehicular access and installation of 
septic tank

Land East of Creebeag North Connel 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1RD 

Sub Post Office
Ledaig

14/02300/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached
recording studio, including formation
of vehicular access and installation of 
private water and drainage system.

Land North West of Tirlaggan 
Cottage Achnacroish Isle of Lismore 
Oban PA34 5UG

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

14/02405/PP Erection of 2 affordable dwellinghouses Land South of Lephain Dervaig
Road Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll
And Bute

Tobermory Area
Office

14/02406/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
outbuilding

Land at Caberfeidh Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6PY 

Tobermory Area
Office

14/02429/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Traigh Chrionaig 5 Ruaig Isle of Tiree 
Argyll and Bute 

Tiree Area Office

14/02459/PP Renewal of planning permission 
11/01575/PP - conversion of garage
roofspace to form ancillary domestic
accommodation

Largieside Longsdale Road Oban
Argyll and Bute

Oban Area Office

14/02485/PPP Renewal of planning permission in
principle 11/01786/PPP - Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse

Site 2 Land North East of 
Ardbrecknish House Ardbrecknish 
Dalmally Argyll and Bute PA33 1BH 

Sub Post Office
Dalmally

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02442/PP Canopy extension in rear yard 33 Main Street Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6NU

Tobermory Area
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02375/PPP Site for the erection of replacement
dwellinghouse.

Land West of Ballinaby Farm
Gruinart Isle Of Islay Argyll and Bute
PA44 7PU

Sub Post Office
Bridgend

14/02446/PP Renewal of planning permission
11/00323/PP - Erection of croft house 
and attached garage, installation of 
septic tank and formation of access

Land South West of Craiggan 
Uragaig Isle of Colonsay Argyll
and Bute

Sub Post Office
Isle of Colonsay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01864/PP Formation of patio area and surrounding 
wall (part retrospective)

2 Shore Street Port Charlotte Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA48 7TR

Sub Post Office
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

public notices

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Effie McArthur has
registered her croft at 
Conisby Kilchoman on 
the crofting register held
by theRegisters of Scot-
land.

Any person who wishes
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the
Scottish Land Court by 
16th June 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C539.

SUNART AND 
DISTRICT 

AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY

NOTICE 
2014 AGM

WEDNESDAY 12 
NOVEMBER 2014

8PM
STRONTIAN FIRE 

STATION

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING
APPLICATION

Miss E M Mackenzie
2 Lorgbaw, Kilchoman
0.11 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.50878 

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting
community within the
locality of the land, within
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
or info@crofting.scotland.
gov.uk

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Fergusson Distribution Limited, of Castlec-
raig Business Park, Players Road, Stirling 
FK7 7SH is applying to change an existing
license as follows.
To add an operating centre to keep 1 goods 
vehicle at, Old House, Burnside, Kentra,
Acharacle, PH33 4LA.
Owners or occupiers of land (including
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who
believe that their use or enjoyment of that
land would be affected, should make written
representations to the Traffic Commissioner
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds,
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 
days of this notice. Representors must at the
same time send a copy of their representa-
tions to the applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A guide to making 
Representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

RELOCATION OF FINFISH FARM,
DRUIMYEON BAY, ISLE OF GIGHA
Notice is hereby given that The Scottish 
Salmon company has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in
respect of Relocation of finfish farm, Druimy-
eon Bay, Isle of Gigha:

 Cost £50,000-£2,000,000 
 Location Latitude Longitude

 Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 Druimyeon Bay, 55° 42.56’ N 05° 42.74’ W
 Isle of Gigha 55° 42.40’ N 05° 42.31’ W
  55° 42.02’ N 05° 42.73’ W
  55° 42.18 N 05° 43.16’ W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Isle of Gigha post office.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the appli-
cation should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scot-
land, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, 
Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the 
date of this notice or by email: MS.MarineLi-
censing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting refer-
ence: 05362
The Scottish Salmon Company Ltd

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Mooring, Kentra Bay, Loch Kentra, Argyll

Notice is hereby given that Allan Cameron has applied to the
Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 
of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of Construction 
Works : Private Mooring at Kentra Bay, Loch Kentra, Argyll

 Cost £69 

 Location Latitude Longitude
 Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Kentra Bay, Loch Kentra, 56° 45.714’ N 05° 52.788’ W
 Argyll

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected
at [insert address of the public building where the plans are
deposited].
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental
issues in respect of the application should be made in writing
to: Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Labo-
ratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days 
of the date of this notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference: 05277 Allan Cameron

FIRST REGISTRATION
OF A CROFT

Mr Allan MacNaughton 
has registered his croft 
225 Acharacle Cuildhu, 
Ardnamurchan and Su-
nart, on the Crofting Reg-
ister held by the Registers 
of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the
Scottish Land Court by 30 
June, 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C609. FIRST REGISTRATION

OF A CROFT

Graham Crerar has reg-
istered his croft, 3 Sanna, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart, 
on the Crofting Register

held by Registers of Scot-
land.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
19th June 2015

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home The croft registra-
tion number is A1588

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Ronald Cameron has
registered his croft, Croft
47 Banavie, Kilmallie,
on the Crofting Regis-
ter held by Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the
Scottish Land Court by
14th July 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/regis-
ter/home The croft reg-
istration number is C658

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal.
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/03440/FUL Spean Bridge Primary
School, Spean Bridge

Formation of temporary
access from A86 for use
during construction

14/03716/PIP Land to North East of 
Bridge House, Letterfinlay,
Spean Bridge

Erect house (renewal
10/0277/PIP)

14/03834/FUL Land 165M SE of 
Sheanachie, Inverie,
Knoydart

Erection of house

y
Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Offers around 
£280,000 

(£10,000 below HR)

BURNLEA, GLENMORE ROAD, OBAN
Set back on a corner plot, this excellent family
home enjoys good views over the centre of town.  
Well kept mature garden areas.  Accommodation: 
3 double bedrooms, lounge, livingroom, kitchen/
dining room, utility room, family bathroom, 
shower room, sun room.  Large double garage 
with electric door and storeroom above accessed
from external stairs.  DG, GCH.  A number of 
extras may be included.  Early entry.

WANTED

TO LET – OBAN
RETAIL WAREHOUE PREMISES

also suitable for workshop/storage/distribution uses
(subject to necessary consents)

and toilet.
Vehicle access and parking.  EPC Rating  D+.
Flexible lease terms available including short-term 
occupancy.

Tel. 01631 563901  www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

FAMILY LOOKING
FOR PLOT OR HOUSE

We are a family who sail 
extensively on the west 
coast and are now looking
to move to Oban or Ardfern.  
We're looking for a plot or a
house with a full sea view. 
We'll treat all replies in

is of interest, then please get 
in touch with us by email at 
chrism1000@icloud.com, 
or on 07595 373081.

FOR SALE

LAND/ESTATE WANTED – FOR CASH BUYER
Our retained client is seeking to acquire a block of land 
which either has a single dwelling on it or the realistic 
potential to build a dwelling. Location is unimportant but 
the land must offer complete privacy and must not be over-
looked by pylons, wind turbines, telecom masts or other 
properties. Fine views/ coastal aspect would be a distinct
advantage. Minimum area 500 acres however larger area
preferred. No commission required.

Contact : Richard M Seaman MRICS, GOLDSMITH & CO, 
48 North Castle St. Edinburgh EH2 3LU
Email: rms@goldsmith-estates.com 
telephone:0131 476 6500  mob: 07530 193015

GOLDSMITH&CO.
CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ESTATE AGENTS

TO LETFOR SALE

Long Term Let
One Bedroom

Shared facilities
Available from
13th October

5 mins walk from 
Town Centre

£80.00 per week

Contact:
07732 732 447

Top fl oor Apartment 
with Balcony.

Lismore House, Oban.  
2 Bedrooms, Kitchen,
Bathroom, Lounge/
Diner. Lift.  New 

carpets Private parking 
EPC:C  Price £160,000. 

Early entry possible.
Tel 0787 602 4316.

LOCHABER TRANSPORT 
SERVICES LIMITED

Registered No. SC309698
(Creditors’ Voluntary Liquidation)

Registered office: c/o HJS Recovery, Suite
18 The Pentagon Centre 36 Washington
Street Glasgow G3 8AZ. Principal trading
address: The Old Garden Centre Torlundy
Fort William PH33 6SW. We, Stephen
Powell and Gordon Johnston (IP numbers
9561 and 8616), of HJS Recovery, 12-14
Carlton Place Southampton SO15 2EA give
notice that we were appointed Joint
Liquidators of the above named Company
on 09/10/2014 by the Members and
Creditors. Alternative person to contact with
enquiries about the case: Michael Hall and
telephone number: 02380 234 222. 

LOCHABER TRANSPORT 
SERVICES LIMITED

Registered No. SC309698
(Creditors’ Voluntary Liquidation)

Registered office: c/o HJS Recovery, Suite
18 The Pentagon Centre 36 Washington
Street Glasgow G3 8AZ. Principal trading
address: The Old Garden Centre Torlundy
Fort William PH33 6SW. At a general
meeting of the Company, duly convened and
held at Inksters, 5th Floor The Exchange
142 St Vincent Street Glasgow G2 5LA on
09/10/2014, the following Resolutions were
passed as a Special Resolution and an
Ordinary Resolution respectively: “That the
Company be wound up voluntarily, that
Stephen Powell and Gordon Johnston (IP
numbers 9561 and 8616) of HJS Recovery,
12-14 Carlton Place Southampton SO15
2EA be and are hereby appointed Joint
Liquidators of the Company for the purposes
of such winding up, and that the Joint
Liquidators be authorised to act jointly and
severally in the Liquidation.” Alternative
person to contact with enquiries about the
case: Michael Hall
STEWART MACCALLUM, 
Director and Chairman

LETTINGS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS

PROPERTY NEWS 

LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Promote your business in our Property 

Window Blinds

Home owners in Scotland set to spend on property upgrades
A third of home owners in 
Scotland are looking to car-
ry out work on their home 
in the next three years, 
with up to £6 billion* in 
projected works planned 
annually over the next 
three years across the UK,
according to a new study 
from the Federation of 

Master Builders (FMB).
Encouragingly, 37 per

cent of these are set to
be major refurbishments,
including new kitchens,
new bathrooms and home
extensions, while projects
such as loft conversions
and conservatories ac-
count for 44 per cent.

This spend is being driven
by Generation Stay – over 
a million UK homeowners 
(1,050,000) looking to build
extra space to accommo-
date grown up children who 
can’t aff ord to leave home.
Families up and down the
country are seeking to be
more creative with space in

their property with a third of 
Scottish home owners (30 
per cent) investing because 
of a Property Plateau which 
sees them unable to move in 
to a bigger property despite 
having a growing family.

Home owners are putting 
families fi rst, as wider moti-
vations include planning

for having a family, and 
parents wishing to boost
their children’s’ inheritance
in future.

Brian Berry, Chief Exec-
utive of the FMB, which
commissioned the study, 
said: “We have seen a rising
trend of multi-genera-
tional households – with 

grown-up children opting 
to stay with their parents
while they save money 
for their own homes – this
study suggests more than 
a million home owners 
across the country want to
build extra space as their
children are unable to fl y
the nest.”

WEST COAST
PROPERTY GUIDE
WEST COAST

PROPERTY GUIDE



£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

LO
CAL

  
EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

MOBILITY

GROUNDWORKSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

has changed!

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

PHOTO
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times

(photographs that do not have codes have 
been submitted by private individuals 
and are therefore ineligible for this

offer)

total 

Fort William Oban

28 CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

ADVERTISING

like us on facebook       www.facebook.com/obantimes

Thank you

PRINTING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

WHISKY TRADING

LARGE BOY’S SCOOTER 
green/black with brakes,
suit 8 years plus.  Excellent 
condition, great Christmas 
present,  £40 Telephone 
01397 702067.
TODDLER TRIKE with 
parent handle, red, blue
and yellow colour, excellent 
condition.  Great Christmas
present,  £15 Telephone 
01397 702067.

DINNER SET by Apilco 
of France, 14 pieces, black 
and gold in ex-unused con-
dition (Greenock),  £25 plus
postage Telephone 01475 
726360.
VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
Piggy Bank (Greenock),  
£10 inc delivery. Telephone 
01475 726360.

110V TRANSFORMER 4 
outlet gwo,  £40 Telephone 
01583 431122.
CERAMIC FLOOR TILES 

12" x 12" in a beige/pale 
terracotta colour. No longer 

required,  £50 Telephone 
01631 720525.
SPACE HEATER Clarke 
Devil 650 space heater 
with bottle,  £50 Telephone 
01583 431122.

ROOF BARS VW aero bars 

hatch,  £65 Telephone 01631 
720425.
TOWBAR VW Golf towbar 
and ball, good condition,  
£40 Telephone 07766 
714414.

CARAVAN PORCH 
AWNING Bradcot Portico, 
blue & grey. Complete with 
curtains, skirting and pegs, 
easy assemble aluminium 
frame.  Excellent condition,  
£99.99 Telephone 01866
833009.

G-WAGEN locking fuel
cap cover and two keys. 
Brand new. Made in Ger-
many. (Greenock),  £25 inc 
delivery Telephone 01475
726360.

STEERING WHEEL to

or 463 G-wagen and two
gear knobs with gaiters in
VGC. (Greenock),  £40 inc 
delivery Telephone 01475 
726360.

ELGENTO BUFFET
SERVER  & Hotplate, brand 
new in box. Three non stick 
trays with lids, 1.55 litre
capacity (Oban),  £20 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.

2 x PINE DVD/CD WALL
UNITS 118cm in length, 
with 5 compartments on
each. 17cm x 17cm depth
and height, probs holds 40
DVDs each (Oban),  £10
Telephone 07951 025003.
INBETWEENERS DVD
BUNDLE, all brand new in 
sealed packs. Inbetweeners 
box set with series 1, 2, 3

ers movie (Oban),  £12.50
Telephone 07951 025003.

60+ ITEMS OF BOYS 
CLOTHES  for a 4 year old, 
all in excellent condition, 
jackets, tracksuits, jeans, 
tshirts, shirts, jumpers etc. 
Mostly 4-5yrs (Oban),  £25 
Telephone 07951 025003.
BOYS 4-5YRS CARBRINI 
BUNDLE all bought from 
JD Sports in exc condition 
6items. 2 tshirts, 2 shirts, 
matching trousers for 1 & 
shorts. cost over £50(Oban),  
£15 Telephone 07951 
025003.
GENTS ITALIAN WOOL 
SUIT totally unmarked. 
Navy with pin stripes. Jack-
et 36" Trousers 30" with 
leather belt.  (Greenock),  
£60 inc delivery Telephone 
01475 726360.
HARRIS WOOL SOCKS 
hand-knitted.  £5 per pair, 
post extra, most colours.  
Mrs MacKay 17 Achmore, 
Isle of Lewis.
JANE NORMAN SKINNY 
JEANS ladies size 10 black 
skinny jeans worn but still 
in excellent condition,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720382.

LADIES WINTER COAT
black pure new wool coat. 
Lined, size 16, length 42",
4 buttons, 2 pockets. As 
new,  £25 Telephone 01852 
200256.
NEW GIRLS JACKET 

effect jacket age 10 - 11.
Small sizing would say 
better suited for 8 - 9 years
old, lovely wee jacket,  £10
Telephone 01397 702067.
NEW GIRLS JACKET 
black New Look short 
jacket with hood, checked 
lining to hood, age 10 - 11.  
Small sized suit 8 - 9 years
old better, lovely jacket,  £10 
Telephone 01397 702067.
NEW GIRLS JACKET 
New Look brown Aviator 
style jacket with fur lining,
age 10 - 11.  Small sized 
would suit 8 - 9 years old 
better, lovely jacket,  £10 
Telephone 01397 702067.
RED CONVERCES pair of 
ladies size 4 red converses 
in excellent condition worn 
once too small,  £25 Tele-
phone 01631 720382.

BECKO FRIDGE 5 months
old, as new,  £90 Telephone 
07833 551164².
FRIDGE FREEZER 
Hotpoint Future Frost Free 
FF200E, h 200cm, w 60cm,
d 65cm.  Buyer collects,  £50
Telephone 01631 566010.
INDESIT DISHWASHER 
as new only used for two
months, white in colour,
£125 Telephone 01631
710756.
LEC FRIDGE 18 inches x 
20 inches, as new.  Surplus 
to requirements,  £35
Telephone 01631 730387 or  
07752 300363 Appin.
LEC TABLE TOP FREEZ-
ER 5 months old, as new,  
£60 Telephone 07833 
551164².

COLLIE PUPS off working
parents, used to children, 
black, white and tan.  
Telephone 01631 760213 or 
01631 760027.
ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL BITCH very 
kind, loving country home 
sought, 7 years old, neu-
tered and KC reg, obedient 
and walks well on lead, very 
loving, would suit newly
retired active person. Gen-
uine enquiries only please. 
Telephone 07733 063250².

REMINGTON 243 SPS
box mag, vgc, 14 x 1 thread.  

FACH only,  £600 Tele-
phone 07990 886646.

ARMCHAIR modern
design, sable fabric with
dark wood legs. Low back,

so very clean. Can email 
photo,  £50 Telephone 01631
720674.
BROWN LEATHER 
SUITE regular sofa and 
matching armchair, 2 years 
old and in great condition. 
All brown leather,  £250
Telephone 01631 710756.
COFFEE TABLE dark 
wood, glass top 42" x
20", good condition,  £20
Telephone 01631 730387 or  
07752 300363 Appin.
COTTAGE/CONSERVA-
TORY STYLE Settee,  two 
seater and matching chair,
good condition(can sell
separately),  £45 Telephone 
01631 730387 or  07752
300363 Appin.
DINING TABLE & 4
CHAIRS oak effect dinning 
room table 5' x 3' and 4
chairs with blck leather ef-
fect padded seats, vgc.  New 
kitchen forces sale,  £99 
Telephone 01631 720525.
KINGSIZE BED mahogany
sleigh bedframe, good qual-
ity and condition, images
available on request.  Quick 
sale,  £49 Telephone 07795
841941.
TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS
suit kitchen/diner, grey
metal, light wood seats and 
table top. 30" x 46", good 
condition,  £40 Telephone 
01631 730387 or  07752
300363 Appin.
TV CORNER STAND
light wood, 39 inches at 
widest point, useful drawer, 
shelf.  Good condition,  £25
Telephone 01631 730387 or  
07752 300363 Appin.
WOODEN BOOKCASE
medium oak-effect book-
case, 3 feet wide 6 feet high,

shelves. Buyer collects 
(Oban),  £45 Telephone
07776 092903.

FLYMO LEAF BLOWER 
excellent condition, corded 
electrical (Oban),  £35 Tele-
phone 07931 500615.
GARDEN GATE new,
w1057mm x h1041mm x
d40, softwood panelled at 
bottom, cost £92, can email 
photos,  £49.99 Telephone
01631 720369.
GARDEN SHED 8' x 6' 
wooden shed with pent 
roof.  Buyer dismantles and 
removes,  £150 Telephone 

01631 562750 evenings and 
weekends².

CONVECTOR HEATERS 
Convector heaters for with 
thermostatic control. 2000w 
power output. 4 for sale, £10 
each will sell separately or 
as a lot. Telephone 07717 
497183.
ESSE OIL RANGE Esse C+ 

sale. Green and black. Hot 
water, central heating and 
cooking. Good working or-
der,  £190 Telephone 07747 
620761².
STANLEY COOKER with 
central heating boiler, oil 
burner cooker heats up to 
12 radiators serviced and 
in excellent condition, inc 
plastic oil tank outside s/
steel chimney,  £500 Tele-
phone 01567 820652².

4 x ROLLS OF CROWN 
WALLPAPER  snow kite, 
dark grey with pattern, cost 
£20 per roll in Homebase. 
All still sealed in the packs 
(Oban),  £40 Telephone 
07951 025003.
DARK BROWN FAUX 
SUEDE  Ikea Mirror 
Jondal,  full length mirror 
140cm x 60cm. In excellent 
condition. can be hung 
horizontally or vertically 
(Oban),  £20 Telephone
07951 025003.
IKEA EKTORP ARM-
CHAIR little used Includ-
ing two sets of covers, £360 
new,  £150 Telephone 01631 
720425.
LARGE ALUMINIUM 
MIRROR Hovet, from Ikea 
196cm x 78cm costs £85
(Oban),  £40 Telephone 
07951 025003.
SOLID OAK HEAD-
BOARD slated solid light 
oak headboard suitable for 
double bed as new,  £50 
Telephone 01631 563404.

BR I EFCASE/ LA P TOP 
BAG Black simulated 
leather, 30cm x 42cm, 2
keys. New, never used,  £10 
Telephone 01852 200256.

PARKER BATH perfect 
working order.  Open to 
offers. Telephone 07799 
605036.

REEBOK STEPPER/
CROSS TRAINER in

excellent condition. Buyer 
collects,  £70 Telephone 
01631 720382.

SCOTTISH FIELD
CALENDARS, featuring
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include:
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST
HIGHLAND CALENDAR,
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull,
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort Wil-

or as a gift. Order on-line
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

10' ROWING DINGHY
storm damaged, free with 
similar 10' rowing dinghy,
storm damaged repairable,  
£75 Telephone 01631 730387 
or  07752 300363 Appin.

DIGITAL PHOTO FRAME 
Displays J-Peg, still in 
box.  (Greenock),  £15 inc. 
delivery Telephone 01475
726360.
GUINNESS BATH 
TOWEL  50" x 25" black 
and gold with Harp trade-
mark. (Greenock),  £10 inc
delivery. Telephone 01475
726360.
TWO LARGE BATH TOW-
ELS 59"x29" by Christy 

of England. Multi-striped. 
Still in bag. (Greenock),
£20 inc delivery Telephone
01475 726360.

SONIC MOBILITY
SCOOTER with battery
charger,  £275ono Tele-
phone 01631 710548².

JUNIOR GOLF CLUBS 
US Kidsgolf Left-handed 
Junior Golf clubs. Suit child 
approx. 145cm tall. 5, 7, 
9, SW, putter, 3WD. Ideal
starter/follow-on set,  £30
Telephone 07946 580633.
JUNIOR GOLF CLUBS 
US Kidsgolf left-handed 
golf clubs. Suit child approx 
130cm tall. 6, 8, PW, putter,
3 wood. Includes bag. Ideal 
starter set,  £40 Telephone
07946 580633.
ROE SACK brand new, £40
including P&P.  Telephone
01583 431122.

DART BOARD  complete 
with cabinet, full size dart 
board used but in great 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07951 025003.
REMOTE CONTROL

control helicopter, brand 
new and still in box. Ideal
Christmas present,  £80
Telephone 01631 710756.

ALL TYPES OF SCRAP
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities con-
sidered.  Telephone 07435 
589701.
GREENHOUSE  wanted 
6 x 8 or 8 x 10 buyer can
collect and dismantle.
 Telephone 01631 770613
evenings or 07748 700087
day.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
nn

CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

y

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs,
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001

wyvexmedia.co.uk
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MEMORIALS

GRADUATIONSWEDDING

Angela MacLeod Matthews graduated from Glasgow
University in 2013 with a Bachelor of Science in 

Human Biology.  Angela is a former pupil of Park 
Primary and Oban High School, she is the daughter of 
Bill Matthews and Fiona Duff, grand-daughter of the 

late Christy Ann MacLeod, Berneray.

Graduated with a BA Honours in Child and Youth 
Studies from University of Highlands and Islands.
Stephanie Power, daughter of Michael and Marion 

power, granddaughter of David and Elizabeth
McCutcheon, Clydebank and Charles and Isobel Power,
Oban. Stephanie is a former pupil of Dunbeg Primary

School and Oban High School.

McCULLOCH - CAMERON
Both families are delighted to announce the marriage of 
Thomas, eldest son of Arthur and Margaret McCulloch,
to Melody, youngest daughter of Janice Smith and Allan 

Cameron, on July 22, 2014 at Lochside House Hotel,
Ayrshire, by Rev. Calum Jack.

ENGAGEMENTS
ROBERTSON - MELLOR -R
The engagement is announced 
between Jamie, younger 
son of Dr and Mrs Roderick 
Robertson, of Thorner, West 
Yorkshire and Charlotte, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Jamie 
Mellor of Knipoch, Argyll.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS
MACLACHLAN -
CAMERON - On October 
19, 1954 in Oban, Ian to 
Christina. Present address
Kilmory, Ardnamurchan.
- Lots of love from all the 
family.

DEATHS
BOWMAN - At home after 
an illness on October 19, 
2014, aged 72 years, James
Finlay Bowman, Craignure, 
Isle of Mull. Loving husband 
of Jessie, son-in-law, brother 
and uncle. Sadly missed.
Private cremation at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday 
October 24, 2014.
BOYD - Peacefully at home
on October 19, 2014, in his
90th year, Alasdair Boyd,
beloved husband of the late 
Nan. Much loved brother, dad,
grandad and great-grandad 
and a special friend to many.
Funeral service at Oban Free 
High Church, today,  Thursday 
23 October 2014 thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  

Retiring collection/donations, 
if desired, to Marie Curie/
Macmillan Nurses.
CAIRNS  - Peacefully in 
Edinburgh, after a long illness 
Christine Cairns (née Devine) 
beloved wife of Rab, mum of 
Andy and Martin, daughter 
of the late Jimmy and Flora. 
Interment at Pennyfuir 
Cemetery on Thursday, 
October 23, 2014 at 10.45 am.
DALGETTY - Suddenly, at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on October 15, 2014,
in his 84th year, Ross, North
Bay House, Oban, will be
sorely missed by all his
family.  Private cremation
service took place at Cardross 
Crematorium, on October 22,
2014. 
GRAY STEPHENS -
Douglas, suddenly in his 55th
year, at home on October 13,
2014. Beloved son of Fiona 
Thorburn and the late Ramsay
Gray Stephens. Much loved by 
Lauren, Harriet, and Christian. 
Much loved brother. Funeral to 
be held on Friday, October 24 
at 11.30am at Christ Church,
Lochgilphead.
MACDONALD - Peacefully,
on October 16,  2014 at the
Lorn and Islands Hospital,
Oban, aged 68 years, Malcolm 
William, Ardachy, North 
Connel, dearly loved husband 
of May, much loved son, father,
brother, seanair and uncle.  
Funeral service will take place
at Ardchattan Kirk, Achnaba
on  October 23, 2014 (today)

only.  A retiral collection will 
be taken for Ardchattan Kirk.
MACDONALD - Neil
MacKinnon, Balevullin, Isle
of Tiree died suddenly but 
peacefully on October 15,
2014 in his 95th year at Tigh
a Rudha. Funeral service was 
held at 1pm on Friday October 
17 from Helylipol Church to 
Soroby Cemetery. Collection 
received will be divided 
between Tigh a Rudha and 
Baugh Surgery Fund.
MACKAY -  Peacefully at 
Mosspark Care Home, on
October 16, after an illness
patiently borne, Marjory 
Gillies (née Stewart) age 74. 
Dearly loved wife of Donald,
precious mother of Gordon, 
loving sister, sister-in-law, aunt 
& great-aunt. Funeral service,
to which all are respectfully
invited at Kilmallie Parish
Church, Caol on Friday 
October, 24 at 12 noon, 
thereafter to Innis-na-Birlinn 
Cemetery, Onich. Family 

if so desired to Mosspark 
Care Home & Lochaber 
Hydrotherapy Pool.
MOSSMAN - Peacefully, on
October 19, 2014, at the Lorn
and Islands Hospital, Oban,
Caroline Anne, aged 34 years, 
beloved daughter, sister and 
auntie.  Funeral service will 
take place at Oban Parish 
Church, on Monday, October  
27, 2014 at 1.00 p.m.  Family 

collection/donations if desired,
for Enable, Oban.

SEDGWICK - PatriciaK
Jessie (Pat) (née Chisholm)
North Connel / Edinburgh. 
Peacefully, at home on
Thursday, October 16, 2014, 
Pat, beloved wife of the late 
Peter, dear mother of Rosie and 
John, proud granny of Orla and 
Niamh, much loved sister of 
Donald and the late Nessie and 
Ella. A Service has been held 
in Edinburgh in Celebration of 
her life.
SHAW - Suddenly, on October 
20, 2014, in the care of the 
Beeches Nursing Home, 
Dunfermline, Jack Shaw, aged 
87 years. Formerly of Inverlair 
Farm and latterly  West 
Lethans Farm, Saline.  Loving
husband of the late Rena, 
beloved father of Jennifer and 
William, adored grandfather 
of Calum, Alister and Isla.
Funeral service to take place
on Friday, October 24, 2014
at 1pm in Kilmonivaig Parish
Church, Spean Bridge. Family

if desired, to Beeches Nursing
Home and MS Society may
be given at the service or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley
Road, Fort William

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - The family 
of the late William Campbell
wish to thank most sincerely
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their support 
and kind expressions of 
sympathy following their sad 
bereavement. Thanks also to
Rev Norma Moore for the
lovely service and The Co-
operative Funeral Care for 

The sum of £268 was raised for 
Cancer Research.
GAYDON - Florentine 
Gaydon (Twinkle) and family
would like to thank the carers
and all the many local people
who knew and helped Harry
over the years. Bless you all.
MACDONALD - The family
of the late Neil MacKinnon
MacDonald, Balevullin, Isle 
of Tiree, wish to thank Dr 
John Holliday and the medical
staff, the staff of Tigh a Rudha
Eventide Home, the ambulance
crew, Josie and all the care
team, those who delivered 
meals on wheels, friends and 
neighbours who called to visit 
and all those who enabled him
to live in his own home in his

missed by all the family.
MENZIES - Kirsteen, Niall, 
Blair and Beth would like
to thank family, friends and 
neighbours for the massive

telephone calls they received 
following the death of Peter.
Special thanks have to go
to all staff on Ward A, Lorn
and Islands Hospital for the
wonderful care Peter received 
before he died, Rev. Ken Hunter 
for his thoughtful funeral 
service, Angus MacFadyen
for his excellent words of 
farewell and for all those who 
attended his funeral and gave 
so generously to the C F & 

£1,079 was raised. Thanks also 
to Hoey Funeral Directors and 
staff at the Knipoch Hotel.
ROBERTS - Annette, Ewen,
Christopher and Katie would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for their kindness and 
support after the death of their 
mother, mother-in-law and 
granny, Ina Roberts. They 
would also like to thank Rev 

to mum, Jamie and Mike of 
Mike McFall, Funeral Directors

funeral arrangements and to 
Iain 'Tosh', Corpach Hotel for 
refreshments after the funeral.
The sum of £170 was collected 

Hospital.
ROSS - Jim and the family of 
the late Sandra (née Brown)
would like to thank everyone
for their support following
the unexpected loss of Sandra.
Special thanks to ambulance
crew and Dr E. Jespersen,
to Mr D MacKinnon for an
uplifting service, to Stevie, 
Mairi and all staff at The
Rowantree and to Funeral
Directors Hamish Hoey.
Thanks to all who attended the
church and graveside and gave
to Oban Lifeboat. 

MEMORIAMS
BISSETT – Robert, Craigard,
Banavie,
died October 27, 2005.
Always in our thoughts 
- From the Stoddart family,
Craigard, Banavie.

BLACK - Treasured memories K
of Donald, a dear husband,
father and Seanair who died on 
October 21, 2013 in his 85th
year.
 Loved and remembered every
day.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear Peter,
our son, brother, husband and 
nephew taken from us October 
27, 2013.
To the world you may have
been just somebody
But to all of us you were our 
world
Thank you for the precious
years we had with you.
- Love Dad, Mum, Piers,
Leanne and Uncle William xx.
CAMPBELL - Peter. In 
memory of our lovely son-in-
law tragically killed on October 
27,  2013.
A sadness still comes over us

Memory keeps you ever near us
Though you died one year ago.
Remembered always.
- Pamela and Desmond Reece.
FORBES - My beloved father 
Albert Francis, who died 
October 25, 1991, also my
darling mother Rosina, who
died February 20, 1991.
Both loved and remembered 
every day.
- By their loving daughter 
Annette.
HILL - In loving memory of 
a special husband, dad and 
Seanair, John who passed away 
October 29, 2013.
Remembering you is easy we
do it every day and missing you 
is something that will never go
away.
Always in our thoughts.
- Babs and family.
JACKSON – Loving memories
of Alasdair, who passed away 
October 28, 2005.
A page in our book of memories
is gently turned today.
- Inserted by his wife Creina
and family in Skye, Mull and 
Lochaline.
MACASKILL - In loving 
memory of my dear twin sister 
Margaret Ann (Annie), who 
died October 16, 2000.
Deep are the memories,
precious this day
No passing of time will take
them away.
Fond and loving memories
- Your loving twin sister Morag.
MACCUISH - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband Norman, who passed 
away on October 20, 1997.
A bouquet of beautiful
memories, sprayed with a 
million tears
Wishing God could have spared 
you for jus a few more years
You gave me many things in
life, gift both great and small
but above all else you gave me
love, the greatest gift of all.
Love and miss you always.
- Flora
MACKILLOP – 
Remembering with love our 
dear mother and nana Mary,
who died on October 26, 2004.
The rolling stream of life goes 
on
But still the empty chair
Reminds us of the face, the
smile
Of one who once sat there
Mum, you are not forgotten
Though on earth you are no 
more
Still in memory you are with us
As you always were before.
- Helen and Joe.
A special person, a special face
Someone we loved and can’t 
replace

These are the memories, nana,
you left behind.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKILLOP - Remembering
with love a dearly loved and 
respected brother and uncle
Willie, who passed away 
October 14, 2007.
You always had a smile to share
Time to give and time to care
A loving nature kind and true
Is the way that we’ll remember 
you
Rest in peace.
- Helen and Joe.
There’s a face we shall always
remember
A voice we shall always recall
A memory to cherish forever
Of an uncle who was dear to us
all
Loved and remembered always.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.

MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my father, Neil,
who passed away on October 
28, 1992.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Mairi and George.
McCOLL - Madaline (Mairi) 
who died 26 October 2004.
Precious memories of a
wonderful wife and mother.
10 years since you fell asleep 
forever. Always in our hearts. 
- Robin, Morven, Isla and 
family.
MORRISON - In loving
memory of Donald, a much
loved husband, father and 
grandpa, died October 31,
2004.
We who loved him sorely miss 
him but trust in God to meet 
again.
- Chrissie and family, 
Inverlochy.
MUNRO - In loving memory
of Lizzie, who passed away 
October 21, 2013 and Alasdair,
who passed away August 7, 
1999. Much loved parents and 
grandparents.
Always loved and never 
forgotten.
- Alasdair, Jean and family
RILEY - Precious memories
of a loving brother Frankie,
who died October 23, 2013.
He had a nature you could not 
help loving
And a heart that was purer than
gold
And to those who knew and 
loved him
His memory will never grow
old.
A silent tear, always in our 
thoughts.
Love and miss you so much.
- Pauline, Colin and Ryan.x
RILEY - Cherished memories
of our darling brothers and 
uncles, Frankie who died 
October 23, 2013 and Alan
who died February 22, 2011,
not forgetting our dear Maggie 
and father Frank.
We miss you now our hearts
are sore
As time goes by we miss you 
more
Your loving smiles your gentle

vacant places. Forever in our 
hearts.
- Irene, David, Craig, Linzi and 
Amie.
RILEY - In loving memory of 
a special brother Frankie, who
passed away October 23, 2013.
Gone from our lives that 
smiling face,
The cheerful happy ways,
The heart that won so many
friends in bygone happy days. 
A bouquet of beautiful
memories sprayed with a 
million tears, wishing God 
would have spared you if just 
for a few more years.
Also remembering another 
special brother Alan, who died 
February 22, 2011.
Loved and missed every day.
- Betty, Tam and all the family
xx
RILEY - Precious memories
of Frankie, so loved by all of 
us and sorely missed.
- Pat, Charlie, Karen and 
Catherine.
ROBERTSON - In loving
memory of William, who
passed away October 23, 
2008 a loving husband, father,
grampa and great grampa.
Sadly missed
- By Betty and family
SMITH - Remembering our 
dad Dougie Smith, taken from
us October 24, 1995.
Dad you were taken from us
far too soon,
You're our guiding star, sun 
and moon
The time we had wasn't nearly
enough to
pack in an entire life time of 
love
We miss you dad very dearly
the memories we have stay
with us clearly.
Forever in our hearts
- Your loving daughters
Elinore, Norelle, Vannessa and 
Victoria xxxx
THOMSON - Precious 
memories of our beautiful boy 
Calum.
You are and always will be
'Our North, Our South, Our 
East and our West'
In our hearts always!
- Mum, Dad and Eilish.

WALKER - In loving memory R
of a wife and mother, Marion, 
who passed away October 26,
2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay,

Thought for the week

A 25-year-old Gaelic graduate 
originally from Fort William is 
set to be welcomed as the new 
preacher to the Free Church of 
Scotland congregation on the
Isle of Mull. 

Rev. Sean Ankers completed 
his studies for the ministry 
at Edinburgh Theological 
Seminary in May, and is set to 
move onto the island as Argyll 
Presbytery worker. 

The three-year post will pri-
marily be based with the Isle of 
Mull congregation, supporting
one of the most remote churches
in Scotland.

A welcome service will take 
place in the Tobermory Free 
Church on Main Street, on
Saturday, October 25 at 2pm,
to which everyone is warmly 
invited to attend.

The reverend spent part of his 
summer in Mull preaching, and 
built up links with communities
around the Tobermory and 
Lochdon areas. 

Mr Ankers, who will also get 
married at the start of the year, 

Virginia and I feel drawn to help 
in, and we are sure that the Lord 
will employ us on the island.

‘There are exciting prospects 
for outreach and I look forward 

to working with the other con-
gregations in evangelising Mull 
and Argyll.’

Peter Morrison, who has
helped to oversee Glasgow and 
Argyll Presbytery’s strategy for 
the Argyll region, added: ‘The
Presbytery are delighted that 
Sean is taking up the post.

‘It will mark a transformation 
on the provision for worship and 
of pastoral care on Mull, which
has not had a settled pastorate 
for many years.

‘We look forward prayerfully 
to a great work by God’s grace.’

Mr Ankers became one of the 
youngest ministers in Scotland 
earlier this year when he was
licensed for the ministry at the 
age of 25.

As well as being an active
member of the Leith Free 
Church congregation in Edin-
burgh, Sean has had extensive 
placements with the Stornoway
Free church congregation on the
Isle of Lewis as well as the Kil-
tearn Free church congregation
in Evanton, near Dingwall.

spent several weeks on the Isle
of Mull primarily working in
Tobermory, and networking 
with Christians in other congre-
gations around the island.

ACCLAIMED wildlife camera-
man Gordon Buchanan brought 
his Lost Adventures tour to
Oban on Friday, to a sell-out 
crowd at the Corran Halls. 

Gordon, who has presented 
television shows including The 
Bear Family and Me and The 
Polar Bear Family and Me, gave 
exciting personal recollections 
of his wildlife experiences from
the past 20 years as part of the 
tour, one of 10 dates in Scotland.

Gordon, who grew up on 
Mull, said: ‘I think everybody 
has got an appetite for wildlife, 

from people in their 80s and 
90s to young kids, it really has
a broad appeal worldwide.

‘Oban is a place close to my
heart and I wanted to do a 
home gig so this is perfect as
people from Mull can get to 
Oban quite easily.

‘It’s always great to be back 
here, it’s still home to me and 
I get a real feeling of belonging
when I’m here.

‘Despite travelling all over 
the world, there really is no-
where quite like the west coast 
of Scotland.’

Rev. Sean Ankers, who will begin his post with the Free Church of 
Scotland later this month. t42minister1no

Last week both ministers from 
Kilmore and Oban Church 
of Scotland competed at the 
National Mod in Inverness. 
Rev Chris Fulcher sang with
Tarbert Gaelic Choir and I sang
with Oban. Thankfully, we
were in different competitions
so the congregation did not 
have to decide between us and 
therefore could root for both
ministers.
If anyone noticed on the Mod 
TV coverage that an Oban 
Choir member (me) kept his
mouth shut during a line of 
a choir piece, honest, this
was not because I forgot the 
words. As a minister I was 
contractually obliged not to
sing a line from Gur Tu Mo
Bhean Chomain. It reads, Dol 
Didomhnaich dhan Chlachan 
gur e ’s fasan dhomh bron. 

Which translates as - Going 
to church on Sunday I always 
become miserable.
In our Sunday morning 
congregational worship in 
Kilmore and Oban we often
use Gaelic; indeed we hold 
a monthly afternoon service
entirely in the language. In 
addition to the organ we 
also regularly use clarsach 

heritage which is so vibrant, 
alive and forward looking.
My hope is that we can close
the gap between ceilidh and 
church so that in all aspects 
of our lives we may make a 
joyful sound before the Lord.
Rev Dugald Cameron 
(Kilmore and Oban)

Mull congregation
set to welcome new 
graduate preacher

Gordon serves up a ‘wild’ 
gig in Oban
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Oban play well but 

lose out to GHK

Macaulay Sixes

FOOTBALL

HOCKEY

‘We played well in diffi  cult windy
conditions and on a narrow pitch’

SHINTY

Athletic beaten by 
Third Lanark

FOOTBALL

West of Scotland Cup
Second Round

SAINTS returned to winning 
ways with an emphatic West 
of Scotland Cup second 
round win against Paisley and 
District AFA Premier Division 
side Glenburn Athletic at 
St James Park, Paisley, last 
Saturday.
Once again the squad had to

be changed from the previous
week as David McArthur was 
on holiday, Martin Bonar was 
injured and Lewis Cameron 
was out due to illness.

However, on the plus side
Craig MacEwan, Dougal Gra-
ham and Scott Maitland made 
a welcome return and the club 
hopes its skipper Marc Mac-

Callum and Donnie Campbell 
will be back in training within
the next week or so.
 Playing into the strong breeze 
and up a pronounced slope in

time to get into their stride but 
once they found their rhythm 
there was only going to be one
winner.

Blasted

half chance but Craig Reilly 
blasted the ball over the bar 
from the edge of the box
 Allan MacKay opened the
scoring in the 31st minute 
with a left foot tap-in at the 
back post after good work 
from Dean Smith and Ross
Maitland.
 The visitors went 2 - 0 up in 
the 43rd minute when Ross 

Maitland found Dean Smith in 
the box. Dean’s left foot shot 

Martyn Elliot and into the top 
left hand corner of the net.
 Allan MacKay then got his
second goal and Saints third in 

another neat move down the 
Saints left wing.

The visitors started the
second half slowly and were 
made to pay for their sluggish
start in the 57th minute when 
Daniel Cassells misjudged a 
long throw which evaded his 
attempted punch and the ball
was bundled in at the back 
post by Charlie O’Donnell.

The goal gave Glenburn 
some encouragement and they 
continued to look dangerous
from long throws until Saints 

got the killer fourth goal.
Dean Smith was up-ended in 

the box in the 69th minute and 
Allan MacKay stroked home 
the penalty kick to complete 
his hat-trick.

David Beaton replaced Craig 
MacEwan who had put in a
good shift on his return from 
injury in the 70th minute.

Saints other returning injury 
victim Scott Maitland, who

then set up namesake Ross 

cross from the left wing found 
Ross at the back post, where 
he neatly turned the Glenburn 
full back before curling a left 
foot shot low into the bottom 
corner of the net past a helpless
goalkeeper.

In the 80th minute Saints 

change when Dougal Graham 
replaced Dean Smith. Dougal 
had only been on the pitch four 
minutes before he cut in from
the left to slot away an Allan 
MacKay pass for Saints sixth 
goal of he game.

Glenburn were a well-beaten 
side now with Paul Kerr, Scott 
Maitland and Myles McAuley 
running the show from mid-

David Beaton came close in 
the 89th minute when he raced 

through the entire Glenburn 

shot but unfortunaely for the 
youngster it went straight at 
the keeper who, despite the 
score line, had a good game.

The icing on the cake for 
Saints came in the 90th min-
ute when Paul Kerr waltzed 
through the centre of the Glen-
burn defence to poke the ball 
beneath the keeper to make the 

Saints and hopefully the start 
of a long overdue extended run 

in the West of Scotland Cup.
With manager Iain Jackson 

away for the weekend, club
secretary David Buchanan
and coach Peter MacCallum
took the team on the day.

Peter said: ‘We played well 

and on a narrow pitch.
‘Glenburn made us work 

of the game and for a while at 
the start of the second half but 

and there was only going to be
one winner.

‘We’ve been hit badly with
injuries this season but it was
good to get Craig MacEwan,
Dougal Graham and Scott 
Maitland back into the squad 
and hopefully it won’t be long
before Marc MacCallum,
Donnie Campbell and Martin
Bonar are back as well.’

It’s back to league business
for Saints this Saturday when 
the Oban side takes on Alba
Thistle at Glencruitten. The
match kicks off at 2pm with
referee Tom D’Alessandro in
charge.

CURLER: Ross Maitland curls a well-placed left foot shot into the bottom corner of the Glenburn net
for Saints’ fi fth goal of the game  Photo: Derek Black

ATTACK: Myles McAuley attacks the Glenburn Athletic defence during last Saturday’s West of 
Scotland Cup tie in Paisley Photo: Derek Black

ON THE BALL: Oban Saints under 15s deafeated Broomhill 14-1 in 
a Dumbarton development league game held at Glencruitten last

Saturday. Our picture shows Craig Easton winning the
ball in midfi eld.  Photo: Kevin McGlynn

YOUTH FOOTBALLLAST weekend’s result: 
Under 15s 14, Broomhill SC 
1. Scoring for Saints were
Lewis Buchanan (4), Couper 
Munt (4), Daniel MacCuish
(3), Craig MacMillan, Andy
Ritchie and an own goal.

Kilpatrick v Under 13s; Under 
14s v Ardencaple; Under 15s
no game; Under 16s no game;
Under 19s v Westerton.   

TOP AWARD: Tommy Sutherland from Oban, who won the BT club volunteer of the month for
September, organised by Scottish Rugby 

AN OBAN man has won the

the month award for his con-
tributions to two local rugby
clubs.
 Tommy Sutherland, 31, who 
helps at both Oban Lorne and 
Argyll and Bute rugby clubs,
was the standout candidate 
from a list of ten nominations
who were put forward for the
September award.

The awards are organised by
Scottish Rugby and BT to give
recognition to people working 
hard behind the scenes in 
rugby clubs across Scotland.

Tommy was responsible for 
reviving and managing Argyll
and Bute rugby club, which
brings players together from 
Bute, Kintyre, Mid Argyll
and Islay to ensure they have
regular and quality game time.

During the winning month,
Tommy, who works as a
hotel manager in Oban, helped 
coach the ladies team in the
town, as well as the under-16
boys team and the school of 
rugby at Oban high school.

Organised
He also organised and 

catered for the annual club
dinner, continued to send out a 
weekly club bulletin that he is 
responsible for and turned out 

Tommy said: ‘I was ecstatic
when I found out I had won the
award. 

wasn’t playing rugby but they
were short on numbers and the
coach asked me if I wanted 
to take part. From there 
everything fell in place for me 
to get more involved.

‘We want to drive Oban 
Lorne and rugby in the region
forward so in August last year 
we tried setting up a second 

we formed Argyll and Bute 
Rugby club to provide a vessel 
for more players to play rugby.

‘Results haven’t gone our 
way but we’re now providing a
means for rugby to grow in the
area and to give players some 
proper game time.

‘Back at Oban Lorne I’d love
to see the club promoted into
BT West Regional League 

Division 1 and see how far we
can go.’

As well as receiving a com-
memorative trophy, Tommy
will have a table at the Scottish
Rugby club awards dinner at 

with nine of his chosen guests.

Top volunteer award for Oban’s Tommy
RUGBY

NON LEAGUE Oban hockey 
club kicked off their season 
with a hard-fought match 
against regional league side 
GHK at Anniesland last 
Saturday. 

And the Argyll side looked 
like getting a result against 
their more experienced 
opponents after shocking 
them with a goal in the early 
minutes.

GHK came back into the
match through a well-worked 
counter attack to even the
score but Oban continued to 
play some great hockey to 
retake the lead with a second 
goal from Mark Lockhart. 

The home side started to
show their experience as they 
raced into a 4-2 lead by half 
time and after the interval 
some smart stops from 
goalkeeper David Love and 
alert defending from Simon 
Hutton kept the scoreline 
down. Ultimately, the superior 

Glasgow opponents started 

near the end. A return leg
is expected in the new year 
when Oban will be hoping 
to learn from the experience 
and bring the game to their 
opponents once again. 

Oban hockey club welcomes
all ages and abilities. Training 
is on a Thursday night 
between 6pm and 8pm at the 
high school. 

OBAN Athletic tavelled to 
Toryglen in Glasgow last 
Saturday to take on Third 
Lanark in a West of Scotland 
League game. Unfortunately 
the Oban side lost 5-2. Both
Athleic’s goals were scored by
Alan Buchanan. 

THE MACAULAY Asso-
ciation will host a national 
six-a-side competition at 

annual competition for under 
17 teams will start at noon.

DREAMS: Abigail Evans in 
action for Scotland at the 

Sainsbury’s School Games, 
where she captained the side

AN OBAN student is close 

playing in the Six Nations for 
the Scotland Women’s team.

Abigail Evans, 18, recently
joined a 28-woman training 
squad to play in three upcom-
ing friendlies, which started 
with a 49-0 thrashing of Irish 
Exiles on Saturday.

She is a regular in the un-
der-20s team, as well as play-
ing domestically for English
Premiership side Darlington 
Sharks.

In her hectic schedule,
Abigail also plays for 
Northumbria University’s 
team and recently captained 
the Scotland 7s team at the
Sainsbury’s School Games in
Manchester.

But she revealed a career in
rugby was little more than an
afterthought until recently.

She said: ‘I was just playing
for fun but then this year it 
sunk in that I could play for 
Scotland.  

‘I used to be a swimmer and 
that was my main focus.

‘I had a scholarship at 
Strathallan for swimming, but 
changed it to a rugby scholar-
ship.’

Abigail, who hopes to

is studying for a degree in 
sport, exercise and nutrition 
at Northumbria university and 
formerly played for Oban high 
school. 

Abigail stated that her proud-
est moment was leading the

of the bowl competition at the 
Sainsbury’s School Games, 
where they lost out to Ireland.

Six Nations dream
for Oban student

WOMEN’S RUGBY

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20,
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree 
to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on
this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

PlPleeaasese 

ttaappe your

£1 coin

heh re

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on
separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1000

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

F Beaton, Furnace, Argyll
&
S McGillivray, Fort William
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Fixtures

Result

SHINTY AWARDS

The Orion Group Premiership
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts
Newtonmore 14    10        2        2      37      17       22
Lovat  14      7        5        2      32      20       19
Glenurquhart 14      7        4        3      25      16       18
Kingussie 14      7        2        5      31      29       16
Kyles Athletic 13      6        3        4      25      20       13
Inveraray  14      3        4        7      18      29       10
Kinlochshiel 13      2        2        9      21      34        6 
Lochaber  14      1        2      11      18      42        4

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                 P     W       D       L        F        A       Pts
Fort William 13    11       2        0       70      10       24
Oban Camanachd 13    11       1        1       46      12       23    
Kilmallie  14    10       1        3       54      22       21
Beauly  14      7       1        6       37      29       15
Caberfeidh 14      5       1        8       31      39       11
Glasgow MA 14      4       0      10       25      47        8 
Glenorchy 14      2       1      11       12      57        5 
Bute  14      1       1      12         8      67        1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts     
Skye  14     13       1        0      53       7        27
Newtonmore 14      9        1        4      42      16       19
Strathglass 14      7        1        6      38      32       15
Beauly  14      6        2        6      31      36       14
Glenurquhart 14      5        3        6      28      33       13 
Kingussie 14      5        1        8      35      48        9
Lovat  14      4        0      10      30      48        8
Inverness  14      1        3      10      21      58        5

Marine Harvest South Division 1
   P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Ballachulish 14      9        5        0       39     15       23
Kyles Athletic 14      8        4        2       47     19       20
Oban Celtic 14      6        4        4       20     27       16
Aberdour  14      6        3        5       32     31       15
Lochside Rovers 14      6        3        5       32     34       15
Strachur  14      3        3        8       18     33        9
Taynuilt  14      2        4        8       32     46        8
Kilmory  14      2        2      10       16     31        6

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Fort William 14    11        1        2       55      20      23
Lochcarron 14      8        2        4       38      46      18 
Glengarry 14      8        1        5       25      31      17 
Lochaber  14      6        1        7       50      39      13 
Kinlochshiel 14      5        3        6       27      33      11 
Boleskine 14      5        0        9       29      48      10 
Skye  14      4        1        9       38      35       9 
Aberdeen Uni 14      3        3        8       29      39       9

Marine Harvest South Division 2
                                 P      W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Inveraray  14      12      2        0      66       7       26
Tayforth  14      12      1        1      51      10      25
Glasgow MA 14       7       1        6      46      29      15
Bute  14       5       2        7      25      37      11
Col Glen   14       5       2        7      36      36      10 
Ballachulish 14       6       0        8      28      43      10
Glenorchy 14       3       1      10      20      40       6
Aberdour  14       1       1      12      14      84       3

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                 P      W       D       L        F      A        Pts
Caberfeidh 14    10        2        2       52     17       22
Kilmallie  14      6        3        5       51     28       14
Lewis  14      6        2        6       29     30       14
Strathspey 14      6        1        7       28     44       12
Lochbroom 14      4        4        6       19     36        9
Inverness  14      3        2        9       24     48        8

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Under 17 fi nals 
confi rmed
THE LONDON Shield under 

and Newtonmore will take 
place at The Dell, Kingussie, 
on Saturday November 1 with 
a 1pm throw up.

The venue was decided after 
the toss of a coin between the
two managers last week.

This is a re-match of the 

which Newtonmore won and 

with both teams having play-

The W J Cameron under 17 

Aberdour and Inverness will 
take place at The Dell, Kin-
gussie, on Sunday November 
2 with a 12 noon start.

These matches will conclude 
the youth season.

Saturday 18 October
Shinty/Hurling
International – 1st Test
Scotland 23 v 14 Ireland

SHINTY/HURLING

Saturday 25 October
Marine Harvest Shinty 
Camogie Challenge
County Down v Scotland 
(1pm throw in at Pairc Esler, 
Newry) 

Marine Harvest
Under 21 Shinty
Hurling International
Ireland v Scotland   
David Stafford 
(3pm throw in at Pairc Esler, 
Newry) 

Marine Harvest
Shinty Hurling Internation-
al 2nd Test
Ireland v Scotland  
(5pm throw in at Pairc Esler, 
Newry) 

KYLES Athletic’s Roddy
MacDonald described Scot-
land’s performance as the best 
of recent times as the dark 
blues secured a win over Ire-

rine Harvest Shinty/Hurling
series.

Hailed
The 23-14 victory in Ronald 

was hailed by nearly 2,000
supporters at a sunny Bught 
Park on Saturday.

gives the Scots a platform 

Inverness Shinty 
Club announce

new head coach
FORMER Scotland manager 
Drew MacNeil has been un-
veiled as the new head coach
of Inverness Shinty Club.

ment, Inverness president 
Peter Gow said: ‘We are
delighted to announce Drew
as the club’s new head coach. 
He will be taking charge of 

campaign and will be working
with all our coaches to assist 
the club in its continued 
development. Drew brings a 

the club.’
Commenting on his appoint-

ment MacNeil said: ‘Inver-
ness has great potential and 
I am relishing the challenge.
I look forward to working
with the coaches at the club 
to enhance the work which is 
currently being undertaken 
and to realise a player path-
way within the club.’

THE 2014 Marine Harvest Na-
tional Shinty Award winners
were announced last Friday 
night at a ceremony and din-
ner in the Kingsmills Hotel, 
Inverness.

The awards were presented 
by Marine Harvest’s manag-
ing director Alan Sutherland.

The winners were as follows: Ma-
rine Harvest Coach of the Year – 
Davie Anderson and Russell Jones, 
Kingussie Shinty Club; Marine Har-
vest Player of the Year – Steven Mac-
Donald, Newtonmore Camanachd;
Marine Harvest Club of the Year – 
Skye Camanachd; Marine Harvest 
Centenary Award (for outstanding 
contribution to shinty, awarded 
every three years) – Davie Hamilton,
Oban Celtic.

League Coaches and Player 
Awards - Marine Harvest Award 
– Premiership Coach of The Year 
– Paul John MacKintosh, Newton-
more; Marine Harvest – National
Division Coach of The Year – Gus
Campbell, Oban Camanachd; Ma-
rine Harvest South Division 1 Coach
of The Year – Roddy MacColl, Kyles
Athletic; Marine Harvest North Di-
vision 1 Coach of The Year – John 

ers over the bar and half-time 
saw Scotland 13-6 to the good.

Ireland had the wind in the 
second half but the home side
managed to take the heat out 
of their comeback.

Responded
When Darragh O’Connell

struck a point seconds after 
the restart, Scotland respond-
ed with MacDonald’s second 
goal from a Bartlett assist.

Lehane and Bartlett both
added scores, one point and 
two points respectively, before 
Ireland found the net again.

Patrick Maher, like Lehane 

ball on his bat before dispatch-
ing it past MacDonald.

Scotland, thankfully, were to
hold on. Bartlett added a two
pointer before scoring from a 
Shaun Nicolson cross.

Ireland were served by sin-
gle strikes from Lehane, Paul 
Divilly and Horgan but they 
now have work to do if they 
are to peg back the Scots this
weekend.

The victorious Scotland team celebrate after winning the fi rst test match against Ireland at Bught Park, Inverness, last Saturday. Photos: Neil Paterson

Marine Harvest National
Shinty Awards 2014

MacLeod, Skye; Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 Coach of The Year 
– Ruaraidh Graham, Inveraray; Ma-
rine Harvest North Division 2 Coach 
of The Year – Peter Wood and Lachie
MacDonald, Fort William; Marine
Harvest North Division 3 Coach of 
The Year – Iain Sinclair, Lewis.

Marine Harvest Award – Premier-
ship Player of The Year – Stuart 
MacDonald, Lovat; Marine Harvest 
National Division Player of The
Year – Daniel Cameron, Oban Ca-
manachd; Marine Harvest South Di-
vision 1 Player of The Year – Innes
MacDonald, Kyles Athletic; Marine
Harvest North Division 1 Player of 
The Year – Steven Morrison, Skye;
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Player of The Year – Fraser Watt,
Inveraray; Marine Harvest North
Division 2 Player of The Year – Peter 
Wood, Fort William; Marine Har-
vest North Division 3 Player of The 
Year – Andy Hay, Strathspey.

Women’s Awards - Women’s Ca-
manachd Association Marine Har-
vest Volunteer of the Year – Sarah
Corrigall, Skye; Marine Harvest 
National Division 2 Team of the
Year – Lorn Ladies; Marine Har-
vest National Division 1 Team of the
Year – Skye Ladies; Marine Harvest 

National Division 2 Player of the
Year – Morgan Redpath, Strathglass
and Katie Urquhart, Lovat; Marine
Harvest National Division 1 Player 
of the Year – Niamh Donnelly, Ab-
erdour.

Youth Awards - Marine Harvest 
Youth Coach of the Year – John 
MacLeod, Skye Camanachd; Under 
14 Player of the Year – John Gillies,
Skye; Under 17 Player of the Year – 
Savio Genini, Kingussie; Under 21
Player of the Year – Fraser Heath, 
Glenurquhart;  Donella Crawford 
Award for Youth and Schools – 
Ewen MacColl, Beauly.

Volunteer - William Paterson Sal-
ver Volunteer of the Year – George
Hay, Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Referees - The Johnny ‘Ach’ Mac-
Rae Quaich - Referee of the Year – 
Innes Wood, Fort William; Emerg-
ing Referee of the Year – Andy
MacLean, Kirkhill.

Fairplay - Fair Play Award One
Team Club - Lewis Camanachd; Fair 
Play Award Two Team Club – Ab-
erdour.

Media - Media Award – Cuillin 
FM.

Lochaber looking 

for new managers
THE COMMITTEE of Loch-
aber Camanachd Club invite 

second team manager for the 
forthcoming season.

It is hoped suitable candi-

review would then be held 
with a view to a follow on.

Applicants are asked to send 
in at the time of application a
brief outline of their coaching

Closing date for applications 
will be Wednesday November 
12.

If you are interested in the 
positions apply to michael.
oliver390@btinternet.com 
or post your application to 
Michael Oliver, 10 Aonachan 
Gardens, Spean Bridge, In-
verness-shire, PH34 4ET.

from which they could secure
their maiden overall series 
win, at Pairc Esler in Newry
on Saturday.

MacDonald, lured back into 
the international fold by Ross,
played a key part with two of 
Scotland’s three point goals.

Afterwards, he was effusive 
about the quality of Scotland’s
performance.

Problems
‘I think we caused Ireland a 

lot of problems and that is the
best I have seen from us for a
long while.

‘It is good to get a win go-

will be an even tougher game.
They are a very good, fast side 
but I felt we handled it really

lent and Stuart MacDonald 
made some great saves.

‘The key thing for us was to
get the ball on the ground, get 
it wide and score goals. The
goals we got were like shin-
ty goals you would score in a 
normal week and I think that 
approach worked. When you
are playing with good shinty 

players, it helps.’
Scotland started out with a

two point hit from Kevin Bart-
lett, who would go on to grab
13 points from hits over the
uprights in a display which,
rightly, earned him the man-
of-the-match prize.

Nine points
The Lovat man took nine

points in the opening period 
alone, with Paul MacArthur 
also smacking a single point-
er over the posts at the ‘town
end’.

Ross’ men also hit the net 

and it was Kyles star MacDon-

Fraser MacKintosh refused 
to give the Irish back-line 
peace and, when the ball fell

a stunning goal from Conor 
Lehane and several long-range 
hits over the uprights.

Lehane weaved with the ball 
seemingly glued to his stick 

past MacDonald. Patrick Hor-
gan struck three single point-

COACH OF THE YEAR - Russell Jones and Davie Anderson of Kingussie Shinty Club were 
presented with their award by Marine Harvest’s managing director Alan Sutherland

PLAYER OF THE YEAR - Steven MacDonald of
Newtonmore. All photos: Neil Paterson

CLUB OF THE YEAR - Skye Camanachd club stalwart John
Angus Morrison picks up the award.

NATIONAL DIVISION PLAYER
OF THE YEAR - Daniel 

Cameron, Oban Camanachd

NATIONAL DIVISION COACH
OF THE YEAR - Gussie 

Campbell, Oban Camanachd

WOMEN’S CAMANACHD ASSOCIATION TEAM OF THE YEAR 
- Lorne Ladies. Alison MacVicar and Amanda MacKenzie

picked up the award on behalf of the club.

SOUTH DIVISION TWO 
COACH OF THE YEAR -

Ruairidh Graham, Inveraray

SOUTH DIVISION ONE
COACH OF THE YEAR -
Roddy MacColl, Kyles

Athletic

SOUTH DIVISION TWO 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR - 
Fraser Watt, Inveraray

NORTH DIVISION TWO
PLAYER OF THE YEAR -

Peter Wood, Fort William
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SHINTY

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.16 3.9 11.20 1.0 17.23 4.0 23.50 1.0r
Fri 05.47 4.0 11.53 0.9 17.53 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.20 0.9 06.14 4.0 12.26 0.9 18.22 4.0
Sun 00.50 0.9 06.43 4.0 13.01 0.9 18.53     4.0
Mon 01.22 1.0 07.16 3.9 13.38 1.0 19.27 3.8
Tues 01.58 1.1 07.55 3.8 14.22 1.2 20.07 3.3
Wed 02.41 1.2 08.41 3.6 15.14 1.4 20.55 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rainy
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Friday Heavy rain and hail showersy
 Winds moderate south westerly 
 Temperatures 10ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sundayk
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 12ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, October 23, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the
right.

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

19
11

10

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures

FOOTBALL

LAST weekend’s results: 
West of Scotland Cup second 
Round - Glenburn Athletic 
1, Oban Saints 7; Kilbride 
Thistle 1, Dunoon 5; Premier 
Division - Campbeltown Pupils 
3, Finnart 6; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 3, 
Motherwell Thistle 2; Division 
1B - FC Clydebank 7, Tarbert 3. 

Premier Division - Eaglesham
v Campbeltown Pupils; Oban 
Saints v Alba Thistle; Premier 
Division One - Dunoon v Rolls 
Royce East Kilbride; Premier 
Division Two - Drumchapel 
Amateur Colts v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Paisley v Dunoon 
Athletic; Division 1B Tarbert v 
Carlton YM. 

RUGBY

Green 
Machine
progess
in West 
Shield

OBAN Lorne progressed to

West Regional Shield without 
having to break sweat after 
their opponents in the previous
round, Cambuslang, failed to
raise a team.

But the lack of opposition may 
have been a blessing in disguise
for the Green Machine who
would have been forced into

the game.
A number of injuries are still 

present within the squad, along
with suspensions to Corrie
Louw, Andrew Johnston and 
Craig Wright.

Oban have been drawn
at home to Division 1 side 

November 8.
The Green Machine suffered 

two narrow defeats to Garnock 
last season in the Ayrshire
men’s title winning season.

For now, Oban must focus
on the league and will hope to
bounce back with a win away
to Cumbernauld at 3pm this
Saturday.

Oban currently lead West 
Division 2 by three points with
McLaren and Cambuslang the
nearest challengers.

A CHARITY shoot held by Lorn Clay
Target Club has raised £1,000 for charities 
in the area.

The event, which attracted more than 
30 entrants, was sponsored by Highland 

Fasteners of Oban, Scottish Sea Farms,
Tobermory Distillery, Tesco Oban and I
Wynne Butchers.

£500 cheques
Cheques for £500 were presented to

Oban Multiple Sclerosis Centre and Oban
Hospice. 

High gun for the day was Bob MacColl

on November 8.

CLAY TARGET BIG SHOTS: entrants to the charity shoot organised by Lorn Clay Target Club 

Lorn Clay Target Club hold charity shoot

Top award for Oban shinty 
stalwart

A FIRST podium place for 
Connel rider John McPhee 
continues to be elusive, 

of form that has seen him 

consecutive weeks.
McPhee recently deliv-

ered another self-assured 
ride at Phillip Island to

place in the Australian GP
Moto3 race.

oPrint-RTG rider stuck 
with the front-runners

the 23-lap thriller just over 
a tenth of a second behind 
Red Bull Ajo’s race win-
ner Jack Miller.

The 20-year-old, still
in pain following his 
high-side in second free 
practice on Friday, played 
another patient waiting 
game towards the back of 
the group before relieving 
soon-to-be team-mate SPEEDSTER: Connel Moto3 rider John McPhee

Fifth was McPhee’s 

and continues the strong 
run of form which netted 
him fourth at the previous
round in Japan.

‘Obviously after the last 
race in Japan, the target 
was to get on the podium
here so I’m a little bit 
disappointed not to have 
achieved that,’ he said.

‘But, in view of the high-
side I had on Friday and 
the damage it did to my 
shoulder, I’m still pleased, 
and more than a little 

‘Clearly it was a tough 
race for me but, like I did 
in Japan, I just bided my 
time towards the back of 
the lead group and saved 
myself, and tyres, for a 

MOTO3

TOP AWARD: a delighted Davie Hamilton receives the Marine Harvest Centenary Award for outstanding contribution to shinty, awarded every three years, from Marine 
Harvest managing director Alan Sutherland. See full list of prizewinners and more photographs on page 31 Photo: Neil Paterson

AN OBAN shinty coach, 

ample’ of volunteering, has won
the most prestigious accolade at 
the sport’s annual awards.

The Marine Harvest Centenary 
Award is only presented every
three years and is for outstand-
ing contribution to shinty.

This year’s winner, Oban Celt-
ic president Davie Hamilton,
was presented with the honour 
at last Friday’s Marine Harvest 
National Shinty Awards.

Speaking to The Oban Times
about the award panel’s deci-
sion, Camanachd Association 
president Archie Robertson
said: ‘Davie is an outstanding 

committed himself to the game.’

in the trophy’s history, said: ‘I
was surprised to have won this
award because if you look at 
the previous winners they are
well-known names throughout 
the shinty world.’

Having been involved in the 
game for 50 years, Mr Hamilton 
only began playing shinty at 
the age of 15 but went on to

represent Oban Celtic as player, 
player/manager, manager and 
president.

The 64-year-old is also secre-
tary of the Macaulay Association 
and is involved in organising a 
series of competitions in Oban, 
from primary school tourna-
ments to Camanachd cups.

Mr Robertson added: ‘The
judging panel drew on Davie’s 
long-term commitment to Oban
Celtic, shinty in general in Oban 
and particularly youth shinty 
through his work with the Ma-
caulay Association.

‘All the awards we present 
to volunteers only scratch the 
surface - they are the people 
keeping the game going.

‘Davie represents the huge
volunteer source, without which 
we wouldn’t have a game.’

In total, four of the awards on
the night came back to Oban but 
there was a wide geographical 
spread of the main prizes, from
Lewis and Skye to Glasgow. 

‘Davie is an outstanding
example of someone 
that has committed 
himself to the game’

- Camanachd Association President
Archie Robertson

A NEW shinty team is being formed in Oban to help young players
struggling to get a game for the town’s more established clubs.

Oban Lorn will play in blue and white and compete in Marine Har-

Oban Lorn will be the town’s fourth team after the more estab-
lished Oban Camanachd, Oban Celtic and Lochside Rovers.

Manager Jocky Martin, who resigned as Oban Celtic coach earlier 
this season, will lead the team, which will be made up of nine un-

Mr Martin said: ‘The aim is to give games to young players that 
cannot get a game at the other clubs. If they want to stay with us as
they get older, or if they want to leave, we’ll roll with it.

‘But there are too many good kids not getting shinty and we are
constantly getting asked about the team.’

Oban Lorn has sponsorship in place for the new season and Mr 
Martin will be supported by coaches Les Kinvig, Donald MacVicar 
and Alan Duffy. Tony Howlett will be club president.

New shinty team for Oban
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Don’t forget 
to turn your 
clocks back 
this weekend

DARK SKYE STAR PARTY
Saturday 25th October 2014; 17:30 – 21:00ish 

at CLAN DONALD SKYE
One amazing evening of hands-on Star Gazing in the company of 

Experienced Astronomers to include: Prof. John Brown, Astronomer 

Royal for Scotland, Sue Daly, LRPS and Steve Owens, Dark Skye 

consultant. Plus celestial shows in the amazing Cosmos Planetarium.

Entrance £12.50 per person 
to include buffet.

Tickets available at: 01599 577219; 

or book online at: www.starparty-skye.co.uk.

LOCALS WEEKEND
25th/26th October
20% off everything in the

Gatehouse and Museum shops
Free entry to gardens, castle ruins and Museum of 

the Isles for residents of Skye, Lochalsh and Mallaig.

Snacks available at Stables Restaurant.

Enter a free prize draw to win a hamper of Clan 
Donald Estate venison delivered to your door in 

time for Christmas.

POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information about 
two thefts in the area. 

Sometime between 8.20pm on 
Tuesday October 14 and 9am
the following morning entry was 
forced to a vehicle in Park Road, 
Ballachulish, and a number of 
power tools were stolen.

Sometime between October 4
and October 16 entry was forced
to Fort William Football Club
premises at Claggan Park and
confectionery was stolen.

Anyone with information about 
either of these incidents is asked 
to contact local police on 101 or

Fergus Munro, 16, from Corpach, had a successful Royal National Mòd, winning the gold badge for 
boys solo singing in the 16-18 years category and the Turriff  trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic 

between both the girls and boys competitions. He also lifted the Highland Society of London
trophy for the highest marks overall between both the girls and boys competitions. The Mòd in

Inverness closed with one of the fi nest massed choirs in memory. The economic value of the Mòd
to the local economy was believed to be in the region of £2.5 to £3.5 million. Full news on the fi nal

events of the Mòd see pages 10-14.

POLICE in Lochaber have come

said he is ‘concerned’ about how 
crimes may be dealt with in the
area.  

a court trial last week as neither 

improvements to the area they live
in.

to your community’ award at 
the annual tenants participation

received a trophy and a £50

repairs. 

TOGETHER AGAIN: past pupils of Lochaber high school, who are this year celebrating their 40th birthdays, were reunited at the
weekend.  The class of 1986 gathered in Caol community centre on Saturday night. Some had travelled the length of Britain and 

were seeing their classmates for the fi rst time in 28 years 

attack in the town. 

stamp on his head multiple times 

Street.

video evidence last Thursday 

past and when they crossed paths

by the complainer. He was 

called the victim a ‘drunken 
nuisance’ but warned Standen 

He added: ‘I must take into 

round his throat and were 

can easily cause potential brain 
improvement works. 

is expected to be completed by 
October 31. 

it in their notebooks.
Constables are required by law to

explain to an accused they could be

as it may be used as evidence in
court.

caused him ‘considerable concern’

He added: ‘I think there’s a

I’m concerned that two police

a real problem in Lochaber.’

discuss it. I wasn’t in the courtroom 

know exactly what the situation 

enquiry.

on what they think is important 

any other.’

LOCHABER CONSTABLES HAD NO WRITTEN RECORD OF WARNING

Sheriff slams

during trial

Fort man 
facing jail 
following 
attack

10mph convoy system are in place 

hours and a 30mph speed limit is in
place outwith these hours.

disruption is to be expected and we

in advance.’

‘Road to the Isles’ repair work starts to our community. The awards

Connor.’ 

Thieves target Fort 
and Ballachulish
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HALLOWEEN WEEKEND

PLEASE ALSO ENQUIRE FOR OUR MENUS FOR

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS

3 COURSE MENU AND BUFFET MENU OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

The Oyster Inn, Connel, By Oban, PA37 1PJ

Thursday 30th, Friday 31st October andy , y
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd Novembery y

Oyster Inn's Homemade Soup

Haggis, Neeps & Tatties

Cray Fish Marie Rose Cocktail

Steamed West Coast Local Mussels

Classic Haddock and Chunky Chips

Chicken Rob Roy

Surf & Turf
Sirloin Steak & Scallops

Choice of Desserts

3 Courses £19.95
3 Courses & Half Bottle of

House Wine per person £24.95

Reservations only - Call 01631 710666 
or Email stay@oysterinn.co.uk

Don your favourite costume and join our rangers for an afternoon of spooky 
Halloween fun! There’ll be apple bobbing, creepy crafts, grueseome feely 
boxes and more! Perfect party for 5-11 year olds.
Entry is a donation of £2 per child.

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

For family events throughout Scotland  

visit www.nts.org.uk a place for halloween

Glencoe Visitor Centre, Glencoe PH49 4HX

Halloween Party 
Sat 25 Oct, 2–3.30pm

A NEW renewable energy scheme

INDEPENDENCE supporters 
in Lochaber have turned their
attention to helping those in 
need. 

referendum meeting in Caol
community centre on October 
6 and members brought food
and money to be donated to the
region’s food bank. 

Two car loads of provisions
and £378 was delivered to the 
charity’s Fort William storage
depot and food bank manager
Alec McConnachie said it will
make a ‘huge difference’.

He added: ‘It was a massive
amount, six kilograms of food 
and £378. It’s really good of them
and we’ve had a lot of donations 
from churches and other groups 
as well.’

Fuel surcharge sparks outrage

SUCCESS: Donald Cameron, Lord Lieutenant of Locheil, 
cuts the ribbon at Slatach hydropower station, with Bob 

Middleton 20_f43hydro02 

FORT William is to get a 

in the community for the male 
population to relax, talk and
take part in practical activities.

The concept originates in 
Australia and has spawned
thousands more ‘sheds’ across
the world, including very 
recently in Scotland.

The new ‘shed’ in Fort William
is holding an open meeting 
in the Alexandra Hotel next 
Wednesday, October 29, giving
men the chance to meet group
members. 

Guest speaker Nick Pilbeam,
from the Westhill men’s shed 
near Aberdeen, will share his 
experiences of setting these 
groups up. The meeting runs 
from 7.30pm until 9pm.

A

Meeting will shed 
light on new group

Yes supporters dig 
deep for food bank 

Faster internet an
‘economic boost’

Drivers face 
diversion as A82 
trunk road closes 
for fi ve nights

Missing 75-year-
old found safe 
and well on Skye

Decision

GENEROUS: Banavie primary school pupils with food they collected for the elderly

ASSEMBLY: Lochyside RC
primary school pupils celebrate
the harvest festival 20_f43harvest01
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK
newspapers in 2004

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Cheap fares
could bring
roads chaos

Gonzalo visits west Highlands but 
doesn’t leave a lasting impression 

Gas testing to be carried out in town

Fellow motorists 
help crash victim

STORM-TOSSED: tour vessel ‘Elizabeth G’ lies beached on the Oban Esplanade foreshore. Photo: Stephen Lawson

OBAN AND MULL FACING DRAMATIC RISE IN TRAFFIC

URGENT action is required to
prevent Oban grinding to a halt as
an estimated 65,000 extra vehicles 
a year make their way through the
town heading for Mull. 

That’s the view of community 
groups and politicians ahead of the
introduction of the Scottish gov-
ernment’s Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) next October which will 
slash the cost of travel to Mull to as
little as £27 for return tickets. The 
current average return car journey
costs £67.

Oban’s ferry terminal will rise 
between 35  to 55 per cent.

Community groups, on both sides 
of the water, are urging government 
planners to consider the implica-

the proposed introduction of hourly 
ferry sailings without improving
the roads infrastructure in Oban
and Mull.

Steve Willis, of Mull community
council, said: ‘We need to think 
seriously about the implications 
of increased sailings and reduced 
costs on the ferry network. 

‘It will mean there is a huge

and Oban will become the biggest 
car park in Scotland as no one can 
move anywhere.’

When RET was introduced to 

saw the roads go into meltdown.
There was also a lack of infra-

structure such as roads, toilets and 
accommodation.

Lack of consideration to the long
term effects in Oban are worrying, 

say residents. John Miller, a van 
driver, from Soroba said: ‘When

broken last year, it took me an 
extra 20 minutes to an hour to get 
through the town. One problem
in Oban can cause chaos because 
there is nowhere else to go. 

‘With an extra 65,000 cars a year 
and the unrelenting nature of the 
ferry every hour - we need to think 
about a new road.’

George Berry, community coun-
cillor and van driver, said: ‘There 
should be no work undertaken in

ment appraisal has been completed. 
The town is a nightmare already.’

Alan Reid, Argyll and Bute MP, 
said: ‘RET alone is not a solution - 
infrastructure has to go along with 
it.

‘On Mull, the roads are badly in
need of improvement. Something 
must be done. A study for both 
Oban and Mull has to be completed 

undertaken, as soon as possible.’
A spokesman for Transport 

Scotland, the government agency
behind RET, said: ‘We would 
expect a reduction in fares to lead 
to an increase in demand on these 
services, particularly during the
summer timetable. We will there-
fore work with members of the

of managing this demand.
‘The introduction of RET on

ferry services to Arran in October 

information that will help us with
demand management around the 
roll out to the rest of the Clyde and 
Hebridean Ferry Services.’

In a response to a question on
its plans to improve infrastructure
on either side of the crossing, a 
spokesman for Argyll and Bute 
council said: ‘We are aware of this
issue and will be discussing it with
the Scottish government.’

THE REMNANTS of Hurricane
Gonzalo hit Scotland on Tuesday,
with areas in the west Highlands
and islands experiencing some of 
the strongest winds in the UK.

Ferry operator Calmac cancelled 

others, with the Skye Bridge also

The highest recorded winds in
Scotland were gusts of 66mph
in Port Ellen, Islay, along with 
62mph in Machrihanish and 

Chief inspector Marlene Baillie,
who is based in Lochgilphead,
said: ‘We have had a few weath-

disruption, debris, trees that have
come down and alarms going off,
but that is all routine stuff really.
Thankfully there doesn’t seem to 
have been any serious issues.’

Ian Laurie, who runs a shop in
Port Ellen on Islay, said: ‘There
has obviously been disruption 

because there are no ferries, but 
structurally there is no damage to 
the village that we’re aware of.

‘It’s not too bad from our point 
of view, we’re used to the weather 
here.’

An Oban tour vessel washed up
on the edge of the Corran Espla-
nade on Tuesday morning, in what 
the owner called ‘a lucky escape’.

The boat, named Elizabeth G, 

riser, which anchors the boat,
snapped during high winds.

The ship’s owner Rob Parlow 
said: ‘When the coastguard got in 
touch, I feared the worst but as bad 
as it looks, we’ve been very lucky.

‘If the mooring had broken at 
high tide she would have smashed 
against the Esplanade, and that 

damage, so it’s a lucky escape as

‘The vessel is an ex-Norwegian 
rescue boat and heavily built,

so it’s actually built to take the
impact, to a degree.’

The boat will be towed back out 

high tide.
Meanwhile, a North Connel 

man has described the terrifying
moment he saw a tornado blow
past his house, uprooting trees in
its path.

Robert Miller was working in-
side his home on Sunday, October 

by his house on the banks of Loch
Etive.

Robert said: ‘When I saw the 
tornado it was like time stood still.

‘You don’t really know what to
do because you feel helpless - I 
was worried it would blow into
the house and take it down with it.’

The wind left a trail of destruc-
tion, uprooting four trees, one of 
which landed on his trailer and 
boat. Robert added: ‘It’s a miracle 
no-one was hurt.’

GAS HEATING customers 
in Oban have been selected to 

of gas that could be pumped 
into homes across the UK.

Scottish Gas Networks said 
it selected Oban as the ideal
location for the testing, as it has 
a mix of business and resi-

dedicated gas network, which 
is not attached to the national 
network.

The town also has its own 

performance.
Testing will begin on No-

vember 3 in Glencruitten and 
Scottish Gas Networks expects
to test a total of 235 properties
in phase one, which will last

Scottish Gas Networks said

more about the project.

A 22-YEAR-old man survived 
his car rolling over twice in the 
road before it came to a stand-
still close to the edge of Loch
Etive on Tuesday evening.

cle crashed on the A85 near to 
the Achnacloich Bridge.

Passers-by helped the man out 
of his car but could not raise
the alarm because there was no 
mobile phone reception. Police 
arrived at the scene by chance, 
and called for an ambulance.
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Coll gave Julie the zest for living
and a new chapter in her story

THE MOVE to the ‘sanctuary’ of 
Coll became a lifesaving one for 
Julie Clarke, as she reveals the
story behind her journey from 

attendant.
Only now, at the age of 58, does 

she feel comfortable in talking 
about her transgender change in 

Becoming Julie,
which is launched on November 6
in Oban’s Waterstones.

As a child in Callander, Julie 
knew she was ‘different’ and 
admits the subsequent battle to 

‘destroyed’ her.
The Oban Times

ahead of the book launch, Julie 

a similar situation.

about some of the content and one

book is her old male name. ‘My 
name before is dead,’ she says. 

in the book. Why should I go there, 
it’s not who I am.’

Her story begins at the age of 
seven. 

‘That’s when I started to realise
something was different,’ she said. 
‘I tried to run away from it but as 
I got older the female side of me 

battle. I decided I had to follow a 

‘I got married to a woman and I 

was huge.

me close to destruction many 
times.

seen as this dark character not to
be trusted.’

when Julie and her then wife

of ‘contentment’ as she struggled 
to maintain her heterosexual male
lifestyle. Julie said of her move: ‘I
was still a million miles away from 
becoming what I am; I was still 

female side.
‘But it was inevitable what would 

Point of no return, documenting 

was free to get on with it. It was
around 2000 that I lost the battle,
or, as I look back, I won the battle.’

Julie’s journey will be a familiar 
one to the residents of Coll, who 

Mac on the island. However, she

by Fledgling Press, will have a few 

island. 
‘Rather than be anonymous in 

the city, I moved to Coll and was 
able to make friends,’ she said. ‘It 

‘By the time I came to write the 
book I had been living as Julie 
Clarke for nearly 10 years and I

to hide. I am Julie Clarke, I travel 

by men and I am not afraid of my 

The book, which Julie began to
write two years ago after the idea 

versial and darker’ side to her own

world has been a joy for Julie, who

of her book as ‘the best day of my
life’.

Indeed, Alexander McCall Smith
reviews her book as “a remarkable 

ty”.
Further launch signings will

Coll on November 8, Waterstones 
Edinburgh on November 13 and 
Waterstones Islington, London on 
November 20.ODYSSEY: Julie Clarke will launch her book, Becoming Julie, in Waterstones Oban next month

A WOMAN who claimed she
was ‘one inch’ over a council car 

(PCN).
Rachel Anne McKenzie, from

Howwood in Renfrewshire, said: 

‘I was recently in Oban visiting my

watch me.

An inch is as long as a mile when it comes to a ticket
and not obstructing anyone or 
anything. 

ing you still receive a ticket. 

friendly, welcoming town. This is

ing’.

a PCN. Information about this is

available on the back of the PCN
and also on our website at www.

CHILDREN as young as 10
are regularly being admitted to

the signs of alcohol abuse.
In the last two years, 233

has revealed.

gests a delay in the minimum

of a legal challenge, is a hurdle

The government said: ‘We are

stance misuse education work 
in schools where children and 

variety of substances including
alcohol, medicines, drugs,
tobacco and solvents.’

Alcohol problem 
for ten-year-olds

A smart move for 
high school pupils

Decision on island
slate is at hand

ELECTRONIC ticketing is
being trialled on schoolbuses to

ducing the scheme throughout 
Argyll and Bute by the end of 

Known as ‘smart ticketing’, it 

their Kidz and Young Scot cards

them through a ticket machine.
The current system involves

students showing their card to
the driver, which gives written
details of the buses they are 
entitled to travel on.

Malcolm MacFadyen, head of 
facility services at Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘The council

initiative. 
‘Anything which makes

welcomed.’

and Bute have been dismissed by
the local authority.

not yet been made.
Other local authorities have

already made a decision not to

on the electoral register to vote in

standing community charge debt.

said: ‘No decision has been made

case.’

cillors to consider the situation in
light of the stance taken by other 
local authorities.

A FINAL decision on whether 
local slate is to be chosen over 

made as The Oban Times went 

Luing slate should be used on
the Atlantic Islands Centre,
while builders argued that the

PEOPLE across Argyll and Bute 

volved in their local communities
when elections for the area’s 

November 27. 
In Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 

Islands, the following community 
councils will be holding elections:

Southend, West Kintyre, Tarbert 

veraray and Dunadd. This includes
a new community council in North

In Oban, Lorn and the Isles the
following community councils will

be holding elections: Mull, Oban,
Luing, Kilninver and Kilmelford,

and Ardchattan.
In Bute and Cowal, the following

Hunter’s Quay, Kilmun, Dunoon,
South Cowal and Bute.

GORDON WEBSTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

GORDON WEBSTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

FILMING: Callum MacLeod with Eeje Kim (centre right) and two members of the South Korean production team

Following in Isabella’s footsteps

Islanders angered as Holyrood backs

EXPLORING the traditions of 
Oban and Mull has led a modern 
day adventurer from the Royal
National Mod in Inverness to the

heroines.
Professor Dr Eje Kim, who is a

designer from South Korea, has

Tobermory woman that she has

about her.
Isabella Bird, who moved from

her home in England to the Mull

Her work led her to be one of the 

that well known, or because she was
a women working in a time where 
women were not recognised.

she is someone who is revered and 

team to Oban and gave them a taste 
of local seafood.

Bird’s home before returning to

Angus MacPhail. Before leaving 
the area, they want to meet some of 
the women from Oban Lorne ladies 
rugby team. 

THE SCOTTISH government
has refused planning permission
for the North Uist wind turbine
scheme, with the chairman of the
project calling it ‘a kick in the
teeth’ for the island’s residents.

The proposed development
- which could have generated 
£200,000 a year for the com-
munity, rising to over £450,000
after 15 years - was rejected by
Holyrood. 

This followed a late objection
lodge by the Ministry of Defence

(MoD), claiming the turbines
would interfere with defence 
radar systems.

Robert Fraser, chairman of 
North Uist Development Com-
pany (NUDC), said: ‘We do won-
der if there is a pattern here and 

for the clearly expresssed wishes
of the community would be the
norm.

 ‘What would have been the 
outcome, if we were 50 miles 
nearer Stornoway, where most 
of the councillors’ votes are to be 
found.

‘We are now virtually the only 
community in the islands which 

is not able to derive community 

resource we have.’
The project had been given 

the all-clear by the Ministry of 
Defence in 2010 when it began, 
only for a change of tack well 
into its development, which has 
dismayed and angered the local 
community.

An Ministry of Defence 
spokesperson outlined the 
reason for their eleventh-hour 
objection. 

He said: ‘We objected to the 
applications due to the unac-
ceptable impact of the propos-
als on the Benbecula air defence 

radar and also on the Hebrides
range control radar.

‘The Minstry of Defence con-
tinues to work with Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar to consider the
way forward.’

A Scottish government
spokesperson said: ‘Scottish
Ministers were responsible for
the determination of the North 
Uist Development Company’s
wind turbine development at
Locheport.

‘As such, these determinations
were made following a thorough 
consideration of all relevant
material issues and related
assessments.’

Callum Ullman-Smith at nine years old, in 2012, beginning his 
three-year survey of palmate newts Photo Janet Ullman

A YOUNGSTER from Kyle of 
Lochalsh is making his mark 

ducting surveys about newts in 
the north of Scotland.

was seven years old and made 

Sunday.

on the seashore near Reraig, 
Loch Alsh at the event held in
the Royal Botanic Gardens.

Callum initially discovered 

William, which is unusual, as
they are normally only found in
fresh water.

He said: ‘I was about six when 

adventures with my mum and 
I really got fascinated by them.

there, it was brilliant.’

vey Project, being the youngest 

The newt kid on the block 
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BOXING

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Gr...eight win for

Lochaber Leisure

Early morning

opening hours

SPORTS FACILITIES

ATHLETES in the Hebrides 
will now have more opportu-
nities to train as the regional 
sports centre has extended its
opening hours.

The swimming pool and 
gym at Ionad Spòrs Leòdhais 
(ISL) on Lewis is now open 
from 7am most mornings for 
a trial period of 12 months, 
allowing sport competitors 
longer to train and the general 
public to use the facilities
before the working day.

Tony Wade, sports facilities 
services manager for Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar, said:
‘By working with voluntary 
group Swim Western Isles,
we have a really exciting 
opportunity to both develop 
gifted swimmers and enhance 
the service for the general 
public.’ 

THREE teams are now

week two of the Lochaber 
Building Supplies ten pin
bowling league as the Creeps,
Rotavators and 3+1 all have
the maximum 10 points in the
scratch division.

In the handicap division
Rotavators is the only team
with 10 points while Artoe/
Nevis Radio is in second 
place with nine points.

Tony Whitelock of Alleycats
and Manuel Costas of Bandits
were joint winners of the
individual scratch games,
both rolling 171.  Manuel also
shot the top handicap game of 
233. Tony’s 315 was the top
score of the two-game scratch
series while Colin Pinkett of 
Council took the top spot in
the two-game handicap series
with 439.

Alleycats won the scratch
team game scoring 575 in the
single league before going on
to win the two-game scratch
team series with 1,115.

Council won  the top spot in
both the handicap single and 
two-game competition with
scores of 784 and 1,523.

CELEBRATIONS: members of the Railway Bowling Club celebrated a home victory when they welcomed visitors for the
Cowdenbeath triples competition.  Agnes Boyle, Eddie Downs and Helen Ross, front, of the Inverlochy green were this 

year’s winners and hope to return the visit and play bowls at Cowdenbeath next year.

A SWIMMING star from 
Stornoway has been inducted 
into the country’s gold squad. 

Kara Hanlon narrowly 
missed out on selection for the 
Commonwealth Games team 

growing talent by the Scottish 
Swimming group and invited 
to join the team.

The 17-year-old was met 
by Ally Whike, Scottish 
Swimming’s director of 
performance, who travelled to 
Stornoway to welcome her to 
the squad.

For the last year, Kara has 
been part of Sport Scotland’s 
local performance develop-
ment programme and will now 
become a full athlete with the 
scheme’s Institute of Sport. 

Chris Hildrey, Highlands 
and Islands network manager 
for Sport Scotland, said: ‘We 
are delighted to be supporting 
Kara now she is in the Scottish 
Swimming gold squad.  The 
fantastic commitment shown 
by Kara, her family and coach 
over recent years has resulted 
in this well-deserved selec-
tion.’

ISLE of Skye Golf Club
Burton Cup, played on
Saturday October 18:

Team results: 1 Andy Shaw
and Kyle Pirie, 66 points;
2 Stuart Johnson and Ryan 
Morrison, 64 points.

Individual results: 1 Ryan 
Morrison, 35 points, 2 Andy
Shaw, 34 points; 3 Jamie
Beaton 33 points. 

LOCHABER boxer Adam
Watson has made it to the

petition.
The newbie from Lochaber 

Phoenix Boxing Club won 
against James Amos from In-
verness ABC in a unanimous
points decision.

Showing a greater under-
standing of ring mechanics
than seen previously, Watson
tried to manoeuvre the elusive 
Amos onto his straight back-
hand and picked up points with 
his jab and neat right hooks
to the body and head. This

Meanwhile, Igor Sliwinski of 

at the AIBA European Youth 
championships in Croatia last 
Sunday.

The up-and-coming boxer 
narrowly lost on points against 
Alijaksandr Vashchyka from

senting Scotland but the head 
coach Mike Keane praised Sl-
iwinski’s attempts in the ring. 

Both Watson and Sliwinski
will be among the boxers com-
peting at the club’s home show
in the Nevis Centre next Sat-
urday (November 1). Tickets 
are available from the venue
or from Niall Clark (07554 
994744) and Steve Docherty 
(07881 379851).

TWO LOCHABER sports R
groups are holding an
equipment sale next weekend. 

West Highland Wheelers 
and Lochaber Ski Club will
host the sale in the Nevis
Centre on Saturday November 
1 to fundraise for the groups. 

Items for sale will include
used skis, bikes, clothing and 
equipment.

Anyone with items they 
would like to sell should 
drop them off at the venue 
between 9am and 10.30am
on Saturday, labelled with a
price. The event will run from 
11am until 12.30pm.

FORT William went down 3-1
to Nairn County at home last 
Saturday.

New signing Gordy McCar-
roll scored the Claggan side’s 
goal, making it his third of the
season and narrowly missed 
out on a hat-trick thanks to 
good saves from Nairn’s keep-
er Calum Antell.

County’s marksmen were
Robbie Duncanson, Sam 
Urquhart and Martin Mac-
Donald.

Favour
David MacDonald of Fort 

William Football Club said 
on Saturday: ‘It was a strange
day at Claggan Park. After all
the excitement of the recent 
home win there seemed to be 

LOCHABER Leisure had the 
biggest win of this week’s Ali
Young indoor football league
with an 8-1 victory over 
Barcelochy.

Portowcy were the second 
top goal scorers at the Nevis 
Centre when they beat HWE
7-4. 

game on Sunday night with a
3-0 win against Harlem Globe 
Stoaters and Goon Squad beat 
Fiorentina Turner 6-4. 

Inverlochy United won 4-1
against Barowcy and Outer 
Milan took a 3-0 win without 
even having to play as the Ali 
Young team couldn’t attend.

MHB and the Volley had 
the only draw of the night in a 
closely-fought 1-1 game.

IN THE SWIM: Kara Hanlon

Kara is a golden girl

TEN PIN BOWLING

Tight at the top in 

bowling league

Isle of Skye

GOLF

SWIMMING

Lochaber 
boxers put
on a show

Equipment sale

SALE

Fort brought back down
to earth with double defeat

the breaks that went against 
us today will go in our favour 
next week.’

Defeat
This came just days after an-

other defeat for Fort when they 
lost 4-1 to Forres Mechanics at 
Mosset Park last Wednesday.

As The Oban Times went 
to print on Wednesday Fort 
were heading to Dudgeon Park 
to face defending Highland 
League champions Brora 
Rangers.

The action returns to Claggan
Park on Saturday (October 25) 
when Fort face Rothes in what 
MacDonald called a ‘must win 
game’. 

FOOTBALL

‘After all the excitement 
of the recent home
win there seemed
to be a fl atness today’ 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.16 3.9 11.20 1.0 17.23 4.0 23.50 1.0r
Fri 05.47 4.0 11.53 0.9 17.53 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.20 0.9 06.14 4.0 12.26 0.9 18.22 4.0
Sun 00.50 0.9 06.43 4.0 13.01 0.9 18.53     4.0
Mon 01.22 1.0 07.16 3.9 13.38 1.0 19.27 3.8
Tues 01.58 1.1 07.55 3.8 14.22 1.2 20.07 3.3
Wed 02.41 1.2 08.41 3.6 15.14 1.4 20.55 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rainy
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.

Friday Heavy rain showersy
 Winds moderate south westerly 
 Temperatures 9ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sundayk
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 12ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, October 23, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the
right.

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

9
14

13

Fort’s Iain Foggo takes on Nairn’s Wayne Mackintosh Fort William striker Nick Stein shields the ball from Nairn County’s Sean Webb during last Saturday’s match at Claggan
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