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FE ON THE ISLAND OF MULL  

th life in rural communities in Scotland is 

eing broadcast by the B.B.C. on March 11.  

he programme will be in praise of the Island 

f Mull.  An impression of the life on this 

oveliest of Islands has been devised by Emma 

L. Menzies, wife of the minister at Tobermory, 

where calls every weekday throughout the year 

the steamer “Lochinvar”.  Hugh MacLean, the 

pilot of this small link between Mull and the 

mainland, will tell of his life and what queer 

cargoes he sometimes carries.  A crofter, Archie 

ill say something of his solitary 

ft A shepherd, 
l
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ALSO THIS WEEK: WIN a mid-week winter break for two at Crieff Hydro • All the latest news and photos from the 2011 Royal National Mòd

Don’t forget 
to turn your 
clocks back 
this weekend

Part 4 of our feature
   celebrating 150 YEARS of
    THE OBAN TIMES • THIS 
    WEEK 1934 - 1970

Conductor Kirsteen Menzies lifts the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield after her Dingwall Gaelic Choir 
enthralled the audience at a packed Lewis Sports Centre, in Stornoway, on Friday afternoon to 

win the coveted trophy. Judges awarded the choir a remarkable 376 points out of 400 for Gaelic 
language and musicality, earning Dingwall The Oban Times Silver Salver for the highest marks in 

music. 20_tmod60

AN COMUNN Gàidhealach 

the 2015 host venue for the 
Royal National Mòd for the 16th 
time since the town hosted the 
inaugural event.

The announcement made last 

Argyll had expected.
The county is already busy 

preparing for next year’s Royal 
National Mòd, which is going to 
take place in Dunoon.

Speaking at a press conference 
on the last day of 2011 

competitions, John McLeod, 
president of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We are 

Mòd will go back to Oban, the 
place where it all started, in 
2015. This is the 16th time we’ve 
taken the Mòd to Oban and 
thanks to the support of Argyll 
and Bute Council and a strong 
local committee, we have huge 

back to Oban in four years’ 
time.’

Robin Banks, chairman of the 

local branch of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We are 
delighted to hear the Mòd is 
coming back to its birthplace. 

‘Oban is well placed to service 
the visitors and competitors 
taking part in the Mòd and it is 
used to large numbers of people 
visiting during the summer.’

The Oban event will take place 
from October 9 – 17, 2015. The 
Mòd will be held in Paisley in 
2013 and Inverness in 2014.

Mod reports and pictures 
- pages 7-10

Oban 2015 - Royal National Mòd 
returns to where it all started 

Helicopter drama 
as baby is airlifted 
to Paisley hospital
A NEWBORN baby was air-
lifted from Oban to a specialist 
hospital in a dramatic rescue 
which saw Navy helicopter pilots 
make four attempts to land.

The hours-old child was born 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in the early hours of Friday 
morning but due to medical 
complications, the decision was 
made to move mother and baby 
to specialist care at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital in Paisley.

HMS Gannet was launched at 
2.45am and picked up neo-natal 
paediatric specialists and equip-
ment before heading north to 
Oban.

But torrential rain and low-ly-
ing cloud meant visibility was 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

extremely poor, making progress 
slow and landing nigh-on impos-
sible.

Knowing, however, that land-
ing would be vital to the health 
of the baby, the crew persisted.

Pilot Lieutenant Mike Paulet 
said: ‘With both pilots utilising a 
combination of night vision gog-
gles and the observer, Lieutenant 
Alex Stevenson, controlling 
the aircraft on the radar, three 
approaches into Oban were 
attempted from different direc-
tions – all without success.

‘By now it was about 4.30am 

and it wasn’t just the time tick-
ing away which was concerning 
us. We were also becoming 
concerned about our fuel.’

So bad was the situation that 
the crew considered landing 
at Lismore and waiting until 
daylight to make a further land-
ing attempt at the hospital. Mike 
said: ‘Although this wasn’t ideal, 
the safety of the aircraft and all 
those on board was uppermost 
in our minds. So was the very 
ill baby. Taking into account our 
fuel situation, we decided to give 
it one more shot.’

Thankfully, Lieutenant Ste-
venson managed to talk the pilot 
and co-pilot, Guy McCallum, 
into the hospital using radar and 

night vision goggles. Mike said: 
‘Due to the fact that we could 
see very little, we had to trust 

instructions.
‘This time it worked. Landing 

at the hospital at 5am, we were 
able to get the paediatric spe-
cialists to the baby which was a 
huge relief. You just know that 
in circumstances like that, every 
second can be critical.’

The helicopter made its way 
back to Paisley with paediatric 
staff, a midwife, mum, dad and 
baby on board, as well as the 
four crew, at 8.30am.

The baby spent the weekend at 
the hospital and returned home 
on Monday.

Tributes to Port 
Appin man who 
perished in crash
A PORT Appin man has died 
following a crash at the A828 
near the Creagan Bridge on 
Friday.

Calum Thomson, 23, lost his 
life following a collision with a 
van at about 4.20pm.

The driver of the van was 
taken to hospital for shock but 
was uninjured. 

locally. A former pupil of Oban 
High School, he was passionate 
about acting and was a member 
of the Spotlight Musical Theatre 
Group and the youngest ever 
member of Appin Community 
Council.

He was also a keen rugby 
player and has turned out for 
Oban Lorne Rugby Club in the 
past. The club held a minute’s 
silence for Calum ahead of their 
away game against Uddingston 
on Saturday.

Alison MacCorquodale, 
chairwoman of Appin 
Community Council, said: 
‘I was very shocked and 
saddened to hear the news.  He 
was an active member of the 
community and our youngest 
ever member.

‘Not only was he a member 
of Spotlight, but he was in 
the Appin Drama Group and 
involved in the drama festival.

‘It’s a huge loss for the area. 
He was liked by everyone and 
the community will fall in 
around the family to offer their 
support.’

Spotlight Musical Theatre 
Group said: ‘There are no 
words to relieve the tremendous 
heartache and pain we feel for 
Calum’s parents, Fiona and 
Dougald, with extra special 
wishes for his sister Eilish. 

‘We offer them our sincere 
condolences and deepest 
sympathy on their loss. The 
news has devastated us all. 
Calum will forever be in our 
hearts and deeply missed for 
ever more.’

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a 10ft rowing 
boat was stolen from Loch Awe 
sometime between September 3 
and October 18. Contact Oban 
Police Station.

Rowing boat 
stolen from loch

A GOLD and silver mine worth 
over £140million is to be built at 
Cononish after Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park gave the 
plan its unanimous approval.

The decision was delivered at 
a special meeting of the park’s 
planning committee at Crianlarich 
Village Hall on Tuesday afternoon 
and was greeted with delight 
by locals who have consistently 
supported the proposal in the hope it 
will bring some economic stimulus 
to the area.

The recommendation approving 
the plan – described by the local 
community council chairman as 
‘the most important thing that’s ever 
happened to the area’ - is subject to 
a number of legal agreements being 
concluded, which the developer, 

quickly. Scotgold’s chief executive 

delighted with the decision from the 
board in approving the executive 
director’s recommendation. 

‘This represents the culmination of 
three years’ detailed work towards 
planning a mining development 
which meets the exacting 
environmental standards required 
by the National Park Authority. 

‘The Cononish project provides a 

in the interests of all stakeholders, 
in particular the local community 
which has been a keen supporter 
for a development that promises 
increased local employment and 
economic activity.

‘The company and its agents have 
enjoyed a close working relationship 
with the National Park Authority, 

particularly over the past year 
following the negative planning 
decision in August 2010.’ 

Once opened, it is estimated that 
the mine will operate for six-and-a-
half years, extracting approximately 
20,000 ounces of gold and 80,000 
ounces of silver each year.

With the price of gold sitting at just 
under $1,700 per ounce at the time 
of going to press and silver sitting 
at just over $33 an ounce, the total 
potential value of minerals in the 
mine could be $235million – or just 
over £145million.

Premium
However, that value is to be 

boosted further, with 5,000 ounces 

attracting a premium for jewellers 
and goldsmiths.

Scotgold’s share price leapt to an all 
time high of £8.28 immediately after 
the plan was approved, although it 
dropped back to £7.38 by the close 
of the market on Tuesday. 

Community Council, said: ‘This is 
the most important thing to have 
happened in the area and we are 
absolutely delighted at the decision.’

Convener of the National Park 
Linda McKay said: ‘Without question 
this has been the largest and most 
complicated planning application 
we have ever had to consider. 

‘Overall, as a board we understand 
that there will be a temporary loss to 
Glen Cononish’s special character 

that we can secure both long term 
conservation gain and economic 

Green light for Cononish gold mine plan

Officers remove evidence from a house in Dalavich on Friday afternoon. 15_t43drugs2

Dalavich drugs raid nets £50,000 of cannabis
a house at Dalavich on Friday, 
shutting down a major cultiva-
tion operation and seizing more 
than £50,000 of cannabis.

Villagers watched as plain 

the property as part of an intel-
ligence led operation to close 
down what is believed to be a 

drugs trade in the area.

from Scottish and Southern 
Energy to disconnect power to 
the house before carrying out 
their search on Friday.

The operation to recover 
evidence lasted until the early 
hours of Saturday morning.

Strathclyde Police’s chief in-
spector for the Oban area, Brian 
Auld, said: ‘This was an intelli-
gence led operation culminating 
in the search of a premises under 
warrant.

‘We would encourage people 
to continue to provide informa-
tion and give their assistance 
whenever they have suspicions.’

Neighbours of the property 
watched as bag after bag of evi-
dence was taken from the house 
to a specially hired van.  

As well as removing plants and 

quantity of hydroponics equip-
ment was also recovered.

Two people were arrested as a 
result of the raid.

Meanwhile, Mr Auld has asked 
locals to be on the lookout for any 
other suspicious activities as the 
crackdown on drugs continues. 
He said: ‘Individuals who are 
involved in cannabis cultivation 
and other unlawful enterprises 
can endanger others because of 

the crude methods of bypassing 
electricity meters.  

‘We are keen to hear from 
anyone who has suspicions of 
criminal activity.

‘For example, is there a large 
number of individuals coming 
and going from a house; are 
windows blacked out or are there 
signs of excessive heat sources 
in a property? If so please let us 
know.’

 TWO people from Taynuilt 
appeared from custody on peti-
tion at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday charged with producing 
and supplying illegal drugs.

A man aged 57 appeared with 
a 48-year-old woman on charges 
also alleging theft.

No plea or declaration was 
made. Both have been commit-
ted for further examination and 
granted bail.

Whatever 
you need, 
think local 
- see our 
feature on 
page 23

MANY MORE IN STOCK!!!

Tel: 01567 820 280 
STOCK CHANGING WEEKLY

Visit : www.lixtoll.com or or Email: sales@lixtoll.com

Every vehicle will be supplied serviced and carry 12 months 
MOT and a 12 month dealer guarantee where applicable.

Everything Land Rover, sales, service and parts.

Quality New and Used Land Rovers • 4x4 Hire

DEFENDER 130
1997 P Reg PRIESTMAN VM 14.5M PERSONNEL HOIST 300 TDI, (Cherry Picker), 101,000 miles, 
2 seats, Hi line cubby box, Chequer Plate Wing Tops, Modular Rims, GoodYear Wrangler Tyres, Fully Hydraulic, 
215 KG SWL Basket, Stabilisers,  ..............................................................................................................£9,995 + VAT

DEFENDER 110
BRAND NEW, DOUBLE CAB COUNTY  PICK UP, Delivery miles, Cold Climate Pack, Met Indus Silver, Side Steps, 
Cubby Box, 12 months Road Tax .............................................................................................................£22,995 + VAT
2010 60 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON,  15,000 miles, Cold Climate Pack, 7 Seats, Galway Green, Hi Line 
Cubby Box, Light Guards, Dual finish alloys Wheels ............................................................................. £26,495 NO VAT
2006 06 Reg XS STATION WAGON, 48,000 miles, Met Black, I.C.E, 4x DVD screens, Tinted Windows, 
Chequer Plating, A Bar and Spotlights, Sump Guard............................................................................ £19,995 NO VAT
2008 57 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 60 ,000 miles, Alaska White, 7 Seats, External Roll Cage, 
Roof Rack & Ladder, Spotlights, Winch, Black Chequer Plating ............................................................ £21,995 NO VAT
2008 08 Reg UTILITY WAGON, 42,000 miles, 5 Seats, Met Rimini Red, Rear Load Liner Mat, Rear Step .........£15,995 + VAT
2005 05 Reg DOUBLE CAB PICK UP,  82,000 miles, Galvanised Chassis, Met Red, Many New Parts, 
Looks Like New,  .....................................................................................................................................£11,955 + VAT
2005 55 Reg COUNTY DOUBLE CAB, 96,000 miles, Silver, 5 Seats, Soft Canopy ...................................£11,995 + VAT
2000 X  Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 125,000 miles, Black, 12 Seats, BFG Tyres ........................... £11,995 NO VAT
1999 V Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 122,000 miles, Epsom Green, 12 Seats, Air Conditioning, 
Techno Cloth.......................................................................................................................................... £10,995  NO VAT
2005 55 Reg HI CAPACITY PICK UP,  42,000 miles, White,  Heavy Duty Chassis,  Modular Rims .......... £11,995 NO VAT
1995 M  Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 12 Seats, 125,000 miles, Green, Modular Rims ..................... £9,995 NO VAT
2004 04 Reg HARD TOP, 77,000 miles, Alpine White, 3 Seats, Wood Lined Rear ...................................... £8,995 +Vat
2001 51 Reg HARD TOP, 75,000 miles, Green, 3 Seats, Spotlight, Dog Guard ......................................... £7,595 + Vat

DEFENDER 90
2009 59 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 14,995 miles, 4 Seats, Rimini Red, Cold Climate Pack......... £22,995 NO VAT
2008 58 Reg XS STATION WAGON, 24,000 miles, Black, 4 Seats, Side Runner Steps ........................... £21,995 NO VAT 
2009 09 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 18,000 Miles, 4 Seats, Met Silver ........................................ £21, 495 NO VAT
2060 60 Reg, HARD TOP, 5,000 miles, 2 Seats, Tamar Blue, Like New, Land Rove Ex Demonstrator ....£15,995 + VAT
2060 60 Reg, HARD TOP, 1,000 miles, 2 Seats, Tamar Blue, Like New, Land Rove Ex Demonstrator ....£15,995 + VAT
2060 60 Reg, HARD TOP, 12 ,000 miles, 2 Seats, Alaska White, Like New, Land Rove Ex Demonstrator ...........£15,995 + VAT
2008 08 Reg PICK UP, 21,000 miles, Met Blue, 2 Seats, Side Steps, Rear Light Guards ........................£13,995 + VAT
2005 05 Reg STATION WAGON, 63,000 miles, 6 Seats, Centre Tray, Belieze Green ............................£13, 995 INC VAT
1996 P   Reg 90 PICK UP, 300Tdi, Full Extensive Rebuild, Many New Parts, Must Be Seen!!! ...............£11,995 + VAT
2008 08 Reg PICK UP, 56,000 miles, 2 Seats, Keswick Green, Centre Tray, Chequer Plating .................£11,995 + VAT
2006 56 Reg PICK UP, 45,000 miles, 3 Seats, Green, Last of the Td5’s ..................................................£10,995 + VAT
2004 04 Reg HARD TOP, 65,000 miles, 3 Seats, Cairns Blue, Steel Wheels ...........................................£10, 750 + VAT
2004 54 Reg HARD TOP, 131,000 miles, A bar & Spotlights, Winch Bumper, Wood lined Rear .............. £9,995 NO VAT
2003 53 Reg HARD TOP, 69,000 miles, 3 Seats, Caledonian Blue, Rear Step, Steel Wheels ....................£9,750 + VAT
2003 03 Reg HARD TOP, 90,000 miles, 2 Seats, Cubby Box, Green, BFG Tyres, Alloys.............................£8,495 + VAT.
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Logging on: Unveiling the new St Conan’s Kirk website are, from left, John Gleeson, building conservation surveyor; trustees David McLeod 
and Albert Jamieson; Stuart Kidd, of SK Web Pages, who designed the site; Martin Haddington, building conservation architect; trustee Robert 

Campbell-Preston and the Rev Liz Gibson, local Church of Scotland minister. 15_t43stconans1

Website launched to highlight kirk’s plight
THE LAUNCH of a new website 
and friends group hopes to bring 
one of Argyll’s hidden treasures out 
into full public view.

An open day was held at St 
Conan’s Kirk, Loch Awe, on 
Saturday, during which the church’s 
new website was launched.

The kirk’s trustees hope that by 

supporters will come forward to 
help ensure its future.

As part of the open day, a short 
overview of the kirk’s history and 

current plight was presented by 
building conservation consultants 
John Gleeson and Martin 
Haddlington, who are working with 
the four trustees.

Designed and built in two 
main phases between 1881 and 
1930, initially by Walter Douglas 
Campbell and completed by his 
sister Helen after Walter’s death in 
1914, the kirk is Grade A listed.

Mr Gleeson said: ‘It is hoped that 
arising from the open day, a new 
Friends of St Conan’s group will be 

started for people who would like to 
become involved with the church’s 
future, both locally hands-on as 
well as from a distance through the 
new website.

‘Although kept remarkably neat 
and tidy and appearing to be in good 
condition, time is now beginning to 
tell on the kirk’s exterior fabric and 
construction.

‘In particular, its copper and 
lead roof coverings are in need of 
major overhaul and replacement,’ 
he added.

‘Such matters are essential to the 
long term future of this marvellous 
building and moves are now starting 
in combination with the launch of 
the new website and friends group, 
to begin the arduous road towards 
raising the large amounts of money 
needed for these essential repairs at 
St Conan’s.’

The kirk is currently open daily 
from 9am to dusk and is free to 
enter. The new website can be 
accessed at www.stconanskirk.org.
uk.

It’s a ‘hole’ lot 
of trouble for 
island residents

Cut off: Flooded potholes on 
Colonsay mean the bin lorries are 
refusing to travel up the road to 

Angus MacPhee’s home.

REPORT
by CHRISTINE McCARTNEY
cmccartney@obantimes.co.uk

TWO ISLAND homes are being 

every time it rains, according to 
residents. 

Angus MacPhee, aged 63, told The 
Oban Times his road on Colonsay is 
often like a swimming pool, making 
it dangerous to get to and from his 
house either on foot or by car. 

The road is now so full of holes 
that council bin lorries are refusing 
to travel up it and Mr MacPhee, who 
has serious health issues, has to bring 
his rubbish bags 300 metres by hand 
to get them collected. 

The two houses are owned by 
Argyll Community Housing As-
sociation (ACHA), which says it is 
partly responsible for the road and 
has carried out patching work while 
looking for a long-term solution. 

But Mr MacPhee said: ‘This has 
been going on for six years and they 
haven’t done anything about it. 

‘My next-door neighbour has been 

‘I’m thinking of changing the name 
of my house from Hill Cottage to 
River Cottage.’ 

A few metres were patched last year 
and Mr MacPhee commended the 

one of whom picked up a shovel in his 
suit to help out. 

Mr MacPhee, who is feeling forgot-
ten and neglected by the housing 

association, said a wholesale repair is 
urgently needed. ‘The problem is the 
culvert under the road – it is just too 
small to take the amount of water,’ he 
said. 

‘But if that culvert breaks we are 
really stuck. We were told because 
we were the most remote, we would 

years for renovations. I’m entitled to 
get to my home in a degree of safety 
– it’s just ridiculous.’

However, responsibility for the road 
is shared by a number of different 
bodies, says ACHA.

Colette Benham, director of human 
resources and corporate services for 
the housing association, said they 
were aware of the road’s poor condi-
tion and the plight of tenants. She 
said: ‘Although the association does 
not own the road, it does have a right 
of access and responsibility for a 
proportionate share of the costs for 
maintenance according to usage.  

‘ACHA has carried out temporary 
patching works to try and alleviate 
the situation, despite not being fully 
responsible for the road.  

‘The association has been in dia-
logue for some time with other road 
users and owners and will continue 

Amble into Autumn proves 
popular - despite hail storm
HAIL storms didn’t stop more than 40 
Diùrachs turning out for an evening 
of stories and song at Croit a’ Chala 
care centre last week. 

The Amble into Autumn ceilidh was 
part of this month’s Scottish Mental 
Health Arts and Film Festival.

Songs were sung and played, stories 
told, jokes cracked and poems recited. 
Organiser and local nurse Gerry 
Fleming explained that mental health 

times and shouldn’t be a label for 
life.

Highlights included a story 
explaining the origins of rainbows 
from Anne MacLeod, beautiful 
singing from Gloria Black and a 
rousing Mingulay Boat Song lead by 
co-organiser Giles Perring and Lorna 
MacDonald. The evening was made 
possible by a grant from Argyll and 
Bute Community Health Partnership 
Health Improvement Fund to Jura 
Development Trust. 

The evening was so popular that 
another ceilidh will be held later this 
year.

Grants pave way      
for four new houses
TWO SMALL island communities 
are to get new houses thanks to grants 
from the Scottish Government. 

There will be two new homes on 
the Isle of Mull’s remote western 
coast and two for Gigha.  

Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust was 
awarded £70,000 for two new homes 
at Bayview from the government’s 
Innovation and Investment Fund, 
supporting new approaches to build-
ing affordable housing.  West High-
land Rural Solutions, a subsidiary of 
West Highland Housing Association, 
received £80,000 for the two homes 
at Ulva on Mull. 

Cab drivers asked for 
views over taxi fares

AN OBAN man will spend a total of 
186 days behind bars for committing 
three offences within an 18-day 
period.

Ross Stephen MacLellan, 21, of 
19a Glencruitten Drive, started his 
crime-spree on July 1 at George Street 
near William Street when he assaulted 

repeatedly punching and kicking him 
in the face and body. 

He was released on bail on July 
12, having admitted the charge, but 

again after conducting himself in a 
disorderly manner at Taynuilt Village 

Hall, swearing, uttering racist remarks 
and breaching the peace.

The trio of charges was completed 
the following day when he failed to 
turn up for a court appearance.

Appearing from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Thursday, he was 

charge, reduced from four months 
due to the timing of his guilty plea, 
while sentences of 60 days and 30 
days were imposed for the second and 
third charges respectively after he was 
found guilty at trial. The sentences 
have been backdated to September 23, 
when he was remanded.

Defendant locked up 
after 18-day crime spree

GIGHA Coastguard Rescue Team helped with a medical evacuation from the 
island last week. 

On Wednesday October 19, the team was sent to a home on the island to help 
prepare a patient and a landing site for Helimed 5 Air Ambulance. 

Coastguard team aid medical evacuation

TAXI fares are coming up for 
review, with Argyll and Bute 
Council asking cab drivers 
across the area what they think, 
if prices should rise and if so by 
how much. 

Last week’s meeting of the 
planning, protective services 
and licensing committee heard 
that the procedure for reviewing 
taxi fares has changed; the 

council must now consult with 

fares. All taxi operators within 

in writing and can submit 
their views in writing before 
November 28. Then a report will 
go before the committee meeting 
in January, which would be a 
year since the last increase in 
fares.

Woman admits assaults
OBAN woman Gloria Swain-
Nisbet threw a glass at a 
13-year-old girl before biting a 
69-year-old woman on the head, 
causing injury.

Swain-Nisbet, 26, of 69 
McKelvie Road, admitted the 

assaults at Oban High Street on 
April 24 when she appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last Tuesday.
Swain-Nisbet was placed on a 
12-month community payback 
order and told to complete 150 
hours community service.

Thief used stolen credit card
AN OBAN man will spend most of the next 
year in jail after admitting stealing and 
using a credit card to buy more than £1,500 
of goods.

Appearing from custody at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week, Michael Ronald MacLellan, 
27, whose address was given as Gateside 
Prison, pled guilty to stealing the bank card 
at a Soroba Road supermarket, sometime 
between August 26 and August 28.

He further admitted using the card to 
buy £259.96 of alcohol and batteries at the 
shop, a further £132 of clothes at another 
shop and £1,184.95 of jewellery at a shop in 
Lochavullin.

When he appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week, MacLellan was ordered to spend 
252 days in jail, consecutive to the 92 days 
left on a separate sentence for another 
offence.

SHOUTING and swearing at two people, 
before reversing his car into a stationary 
vehicle in Oban and failing to exchange 
insurance details, has cost a man £750.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff Court last 

week, Scott Brennan, 29, of 24 Wallsgreen 

penalty points added to his driving licence 
after he pled guilty to the offences committed 
on April 25 in Stafford Street.

Cheat wrongly claimed £7,000
BENEFITS cheat David Shearer has been 

admitting to wrongly claiming more than 
£7,000 in carer’s allowance. Shearer, 46, 
of Duneisdean, Drummore Road, Oban, 

2007 and August 8 2010 while working as 
a full time steward for a golf club, having 

Pensions of the change in circumstance. 

Contempt of court costs £300
FAILING to appear at Oban Sheriff Court 
despite being ordained to appear has cost a 
man £300.

Samuel MacDonald, 53, of 37 Hillcrest 
Drive, Alloa, admitted the contempt charge 
at a hearing on July 11 this year.

Make sure your 
home’s prepared 
for the winter.

In case the weather turns nasty, everyone should make 
a plan for their home and collect a few everyday things:

Doing a few small things now, could save a lot of 
trouble later. Find out more at 
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Make the most of online trading and 
marketing
Learn how to exploit online trading and marketing opportunities for your business.
This FREE workshop will help businesses develop their online presence and increase online sales. It is 
aimed at those who already have a little experience now looking to increase the amount of trading 
they do online, or for those businesses new to online trading but keen to exploit the opportunity.
The workshop covers everything from online shops, payments and legal aspects to effectively marketing 
and advertising your business online. 
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon– Thu 10 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm • Inveraray – Mon 21 Nov 2011 – 
10am – 3.30pm • Oban - Wed 23 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm

Build your own business website
Learn from scratch how to build and manage an attractive and effective website for 
your business.
This FREE workshop will show you how simple it is to develop your own business website and keep it 
up to date yourself. It is ideal for businesses that don’t have their own website yet, or for those who 
do but want to take control of managing it themselves. No prior knowledge or skills other than basic 
web browsing and text editing skills are required to use this simple but powerful website building tool. 

Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – Fri 11 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm • Inveraray - Tue 22 Nov 2011- 10am – 3.30pm • 
Oban - Thu 24 Nov 2011–– 10am – 3.30pm

The “Practical Basic Book-keeping” workshop
Book-keeping is a core business skill, and, even if someone else does it for you, you still need to 
understand and value the process. If you want to know the starting point for good record-keeping, 
this is the course for you. Those new to business and with little or no formal training in book-keeping 
will particularly benefit.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Oban – Thu 8 Dec 2011 – 9.30am-12.30pm

Planning to start your own business?
Join our FREE two day workshop where you will learn how to develop your ideas into a practical 
and effective plan to launch your business.  Key elements include: Getting the marketing right for 
your business; Developing a realistic, working business plan; Deciding what finance you need and 
learning how to use financial information.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – Tue 8 and Wed 9 Nov –9.30am-4.30pm • Oban – Wed 23 and Thu 24 Nov 
–9.30am-4.30pm

Becoming self employed?
This FREE workshop run by HM Revenue and Customs will be run in conjunction with the 2 day, 
Planning to start your own business workshop, but can be booked separately. The workshop will give 
you the knowledge you need to register your self-employment; setup and maintain business records; 
know what National Insurance to pay; know what expenses you can claim and know which pages of 
your Self Assessment Tax Return you need to complete.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – 9 Nov –1.30-4.30pm • Oban – Thu 24 Nov –1.30-4.30pm

Meet the Advisor
Do you want to grow your existing business or thinking about starting up your own business?
Business Gateway can offer advice and support to help you develop your ideas into an effective 
and practical plan.  The advisor can meet with you to talk through your ideas and offer free advice, 
in confidential one to one meetings. 
Meet the advisor sessions will be held on the following dates:

Bowmore – Thu 10 Nov 2011 – 9.30am-4.30pm • Oban – Tue 15 Nov 2011 - 
9.30am-4.30pm • Campbeltown – Mon 28 Nov 2011– 10am-3.30pm
Please contact the Business Gateway team to book an appointment with an advisor 

Would you like to know how to reduce your 
tax bill?
Come along to this FREE workshop to find out how. This workshop is run by HM Revenue and Customs in 
partnership with Business Gateway and is aimed at the newly self-employed. It will cover: 
• what your allowable business expenses are and how to work out your tax allowances 
• how to recognise the most common types of allowable business expenses 
• how to identify allowable and non allowable business expenses 
• the different ways to work out your motoring expenses 
• how to correctly work out capital allowances for cars, other vehicles and equipment using examples 
• Where to find any further information and help you may need 
• Self Assessment Online 
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Oban– Tue 22 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm • Dunoon– Wed 23 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm 
• Inveraray – Thu 24 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm

Self Assessment for the self employed
This FREE course is organised and run by HM Revenue & Customs. It is designed for sole traders and 
partnerships and will give instruction on how to complete a Self Assessment return. The course will 
cover the expenses and allowances you can claim, the deadline you need to meet, how to pay your 
tax and guidance on online submission of returns.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Inveraray – Mon 28 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm • Oban – Tue 29 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm 
• Dunoon – Wed 30 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm

Places are strictly limited to 12 so we advise you to book early.  
For more information on any of our courses please call the Business 
Gateway team on 01546 605459 
or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE OBAN TIMES

‘Busy house’ for mother’s second set of twins
Older twins Stephen and Mirren with their new brother and sister, Freddie, left, and Bo. 15_t43twins01

PARENTS who think twins 
would be a handful should spare 
a thought for one Oban mum, 
who has given birth to a second 
set of twins.

Yvonne MacKenzie gave 
birth to baby girl, Bo, and baby 
boy, Freddie, last Thursday 
at Paisley’s Royal Alexandra 
Hospital.

The new additions to the family 
were a delight for three-and-a-

half-year-old twins Stephen and 
Mirren, who admitted she liked 
cuddling and kissing her new 
brother and sister.

Busy house
Yvonne, who is married to Mal 

MacKenzie, 27, also has an older 
son, six-year-old Aiden.

‘It’s a busy house,’ said 33-
year-old Yvonne. 

‘I thought I would have one 
more child, so I couldn’t believe 

it when I got twins again. It’s a 
bit like groundhog day.

twins were; you get very little 
sleep. The important thing is to 
get into a routine and everything 
else falls into place.

‘Our families live in the area, 
which is a great help and they 
are all delighted by the news.’

Yvonne’s rare pregnancy was 
revealed at her eight-week scan, 

but the auxiliary nurse said she 
had her suspicions that she was 
carrying twins again.

‘I had been pregnant with 
twins before, so I knew it felt 
different. At least the scan picked 
it up early on, so I had plenty of 
notice!’

Bo tipped the scales at an 
impressive 7lb 15oz, while 
‘little’ brother Freddie weighed 
in at 5lb 12oz.

Let us get on 
with it, pleads 
hotel owner

REPORT
by JOANNE SIMMS

editor@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is making a mockery of its 
motto ‘realising our potential 
together’ according to the Oban 
restaurateur who is trying to 
redevelop the site of the Argyll 
Hotel in the middle of the town.

Alan MacLeod, owner of 
Oban’s award-winning Ee-
Usk restaurant, an Argyll 
businessman for 25 years, wants 
to knock down the crumbling 
shell and rebuild a 63-bedroom 
hotel, creating 50 jobs.

He has planning permission 
for a new hotel but because the 
existing building is C-listed it 
must not be demolished until 
a contract has been let for 
redevelopment.

Mr MacLeod applied for 
permission to go ahead and 
demolish; now the recession 

cleared site has a far higher 
value. He said there is no way he 
can sign a contract until he has 

The planning, protective 
services and licensing 
committee members were 

last week to refuse permission. 
Demolition would add little 
to the value of the site and 

such a move would ‘introduce 
uncertainty as to when, and if, 
redevelopment proposals would 
necessarily follow, and could 
lead to premature demolition of 
the building and a potentially 
long-standing gap site, which 
would be harmful’ to the look 
of the town and neighbouring 
hotels.

Gap
But as she looked at the 

photographs of the old hotel 
Councillor Vivien Dance asked: 
‘Would a gap site be any worse 
than that?’

Councillor Bruce Marshall 
cited another development on 
Bute where the council ended 
up having to foot the bill for a 
building and said he didn’t want 
the same to happen in Oban.

Alan MacLeod who created 
the successful Pier House Hotel, 
in Appin, and developed the two 
restaurants at the Oban North 
Pier said: ‘They seem to question 
my commitment. Well, I am 100 
per cent committed to building 
this hotel with my son Callum.

‘Our commitment is in the 

£30,000 we have spent on 
architects fees; the £22,000 we 
had to spend on propping the 
old building up, two engineers’ 
reports and the seven per cent 
interest we are paying on the 
purchase price. Just let us get 
on with it. In this recession no 
one in the world would sign a 
contract with a builder if they 

‘The demolished site wouldn’t 
be an eyesore; the council 
controls what and how we put up 
hoarding.’

Councillor Daniel Kelly, 
chairman, and his fellow 
committee members want the 
matter sorted out and gave it 

to come to a legal agreement 
with the MacLeod family and 
report to the next meeting.

One way forward might be 
a section 75 agreement, which 
would impose particular 
planning obligations. 

Historic Scotland, which is 
involved because the building is 
listed was consulted and said: ‘If 

wording of the condition is an 
impediment to the development 
taking place, a legal agreement 
may be an appropriate alternative 
solution.’

Hotels for sale 
at £1.1million
TWO ARGYLL hotels have gone on the 
market for a total of £1.1m, following the 
administration of owners Glenorchy Lodge 
Hotels Ltd.

Administrators RSM Tenon has instructed 
Christie and Co to invite bids for the Tyndrum 
Lodge Hotel and the Taynuilt Hotel.

Glenorchy Lodge Hotel is not as yet on the 
market and remains closed.

The 22-bedroom Tyndrum Lodge, 
including its restaurant, Paddy’s Bar and 
Grill, is popular with walkers on the West 
Highland Way and has a guide price of 
£650,000. The 16th century Taynuilt Hotel, 
the building that the village is named after, 
has 12 bedrooms, two restaurants and two 
bars. It has a guide price of £450,000.

Christie and Co director Brian Sheldon 
said: ‘The Tyndrum Lodge and the Taynuilt 
Hotel will continue to trade during the 
process, and we anticipate that there will 
be a good level of interest from prospective 
cash-funded purchasers, interested in either 
both assets or an individual hotel.’

Trio admit attacks on children
A MAN who threatened to kill 
a 10-year-old boy, a 14-year-old 
girl and two 15-year-old girls as 
part of a vicious attack in Oban 
has been jailed for more than six 
months at Oban Sheriff Court.

Ross Livingston, 26, 
together with associates 
Ashley Livingston, 24, and 
Kylie McMahon, 22, all from 
Glasgow, admitted orchestrating 
the terrifying ordeal for the child 
victims in Oban on April 24 this 
year.

Mr Livingston, of Flat 3-2, 32 
Rowantree Avenue, Rutherglen, 
Glasgow, had previously 

admitted assaulting the 10-year-
old boy by seizing him by the 
clothing before pushing him 
to the ground. Mr Livingston, 
Ms Livingston and McMahon 
all admitted that they acted 
together to assault a 15-year-old 
girl, grabbing her by the hair and 
pulling her to the ground. She 
was repeatedly kicked, punched 
and scratched in the face, all to 
her injury. The three accused 
further admitted behaving 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner, shouting, swearing and 
threatening to stab and kill four 
children and others and trying 

to force entry to a house. Ross 
Livingston was ordered to serve 
67 days in jail for assaulting 
the 10-year-old, while he was 
ordered to serve a further four 
months and 15 days for his part 
in the two other charges he 
admitted.

Both Ashley Livingston, of 29 
Arran Terrace, Cambuslang, and 
McMahon, of 9 Kintore Tower, 
Cambuslang, were placed on 
a community payback order 
for one year and ordered to 
complete 200 hours of unpaid 
work and attend counselling for 
alcohol use.

Frenchman drove 
on wrong side
A FRENCHMAN who drove 
on the wrong side of the road, 

£100. 
Appearing at Oban Sheriff 

Court on Tuesday October 25, 
Patrice Girard, 40, admitted 
driving without due care and 
attention. 

The court heard Girard, on 
holiday from Belley with his 
wife and daughter, drove out 
of a lay-by on the A82 near 
Bridge of Orchy on the wrong 
carriageway. Shortly later, 
he hit another car, injuring a 
passenger. 

Defence agent Gordon Seaton 
said: ‘This is not an uncommon 
type of accident here.’

Defendant caught 
with heroin
AN OBAN man has been 
ordered to take part in a Drug 
Treatment and Testing Order 
(DTTO) for 18 months after 
being caught in possession of 
heroin.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday, James Kelly, 
31, of Flat 2C Sinclair Drive, 
admitted that at his home 
address on September 13 he had 
diamorphine. He committed the 
offence while on bail.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred sentence on two other 
matters, a charge of being 
concerned in the supply of the 
drug and a shoplifting offence, 
until November 15, when Kelly 

review.

Walkers targeted 
in double attack
POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses after crimes against two 
walkers near Oban’s Benvoulin 
Gardens.

at around 7.45pm on October 
13, when a 63-year-old victim 
was approached by a man and 
assaulted. The assailant was 
described as being dark haired 
and in his 40s. 

The second incident involved 
a 49-year-old man at around 
12.40pm on October 23.  He 
was approached by a man 
wielding a gardening tool and 
threatened with violence.

Victim cut free 
from wreckage

POLICE recovered a quantity of 

raided a property in Miller 
Road. A 29-year-old man has 
been reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal following the raid at 8pm 
last Tuesday.

Heroin seized

A MAN had to be cut free from 
his car in Connel on Monday 
after losing control and collid-
ing into an advertising post.

The silver Ford lost control 
at the A85 junction with the 
A828, with the nearside of the 
car colliding with the pole. The 
man was uninjured but two 

cut him free as the doors had 
jammed shut as a result of the 
collision.

AMBITIOUS plans to create 
a multi-million pound marine 
science park at Dunstaffnage 
have taken a step forward 
after a building contractor was 
appointed. 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has appointed 
the infrastructure, support 
services and construction 
group Robertson to deliver the 

European Marine Science Park 
at the site adjacent to the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) near Dunbeg.

The development will include 

20,000 sq ft of laboratory 

supporting Scotland’s growing 
life science sector and supporting 
up to around 125 jobs.

Douglas Cowan, area manager 
for HIE, said: ‘Argyll and the 
islands already has a strong 
reputation in the life sciences 
sector, with businesses such 
as GlycoMar and Aquapharm 
Biodiscovery occupying 
laboratory space at Dunstaffnage 
and achieving international 
recognition for cutting edge 
research and development work. 

‘Existing and new businesses 
located in the Science Park will 

world leading research facilities 
on their doorstep, together 
with tailored business support 
from both HIE and Scottish 
Development International.’

Frank Reid, Regional 
Managing Director for 
Robertson said: ‘Robertson 
are delighted to have been 
awarded the contract to build 
this prestigious Science Park 
building and we look forward to 
working in partnership with HIE 
over the next year.’

Science park contractor appointed

THE OWNERS of an Oban home have 
been given permission to convert roofspace 
of their garage to form a two-bed unit. 

However, planners refused to allow the 
unit to be used for holiday accommodation 

arrangements to the house at Largieside, 
Longsdale Road. 

No-go for holiday plan
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If you have an open fire 
or a stove.

Stay warm with a new, 
super efficient, 

eco friendly fuel.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

Enjoy a rapid heat when 
you get in at night, with 
our completely reliable, 
simple clean 2nd 
generation briquettes.

To burn alone or great 
with wood

Collect or delivered in 10kg bags - 
C. Hodge  01631 563271

Bagged Wood pellets also available

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

One of the most 
common problems 
optometrists have to 
deal with is patients 
suffering from 
Dry Eye Syndrome 
(DES). Symptoms of 
DES range from mild 
sensations of grit-
tiness and minimal 
discomfort through to 
constant burning and 
extreme discomfort. 
The causes of DES 
are varied. Ladies 
of a certain age, and 
even some men, suf-
fer from hormonal 
changes which can 
induce a sensation 
of dry eyes. Some 
medication can cause 
dry eye symptoms. 
Probably the most 
common cause of dry 
eyes in the elderly is 
rheumatoid arthritis. 
Just to complicate 
matters dry gritty 
eyes can also be 
associated with 
uncorrected refrac-
tive error. In other 
words … you might 
simply need your 
glasses upgraded. 

Assessment of dry 
eye syndrome breaks 
the problem into two 
types. Aqueous de-
ficient; where there 
are insufficient tears 
being produced, and 
lipid deficient; where 
the oily outer coat-
ing of the tear film 

is of poor quality or 
even missing. This 
causes the watery 
portion of your tears 
to evaporate giving 
you dry eyes. Many 
patients comment 
on how their eyes 
water constantly but 
they always feel dry.

Your first port of 
call with a dry eye 
problem should be 
your optometrist. 
Optometrists are 
trained and have the 
essential equipment to 
differentiate between 
the different types of 
dry eye. Treatments 
range from simple 
drops which lubricate 
the eyes, through 
drops which replace 
the oily lipid layer on 
the outside of your 

which replace missing 
minerals and vitamins 
which are essential 
for a healthy tear 

aspect of dry eye 
treatment is dietary 
advice. A healthy and 
varied diet can have 

the treatment of dry 
eye syndrome. In all 
cases your optometrist 
should be able to 
advise you on ap-
propriate care and, if 
necessary, refer you to 
an ophthalmologist for 
further investigation.

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Dry Eye Syndrome

Eric Walton, centre, receives his award from Ben Haynes, 
managing director of Wiltshire Farm Foods and the 
company’s marketing manager Bryony Hitchcock. 

Success on a plate for Oban distributor
AN OBAN company that 
provides meals on wheels to 
customers across Argyll and 
the islands has been com-
mended for outperforming 
partners in Scotland and 
Ireland.

Waltons of Oban has for 
the past seven years been 
operating as franchisee for 
Wiltshire Farmed Foods, 
delivering ready-made 
meals to customers across 
the Highlands and islands.

With an average customer 
age of 83, the service is seen 
very much as a vital part of 
the community and such 
has been their performance 
that they’ve been named 
Wiltshire Farmed Foods’ 
Best Regional Performer.

Eric Walton, who runs the 
-

side his frozen and chilled 
distribution business, says 
he believes the service is a 
vital community service and 
takes seriously his dedica-

tion to making deliveries 
on time and in a friendly 
manner.

He said: ‘We beat much 
bigger franchises in Glas-
gow, Edinburgh and across 
Ireland for this award. 
That shows the scale of 
our achievement and we’re 
delighted to have won it.

‘Our customers are mostly 
elderly or disabled people 
who cannot look after 
themselves fully.  They can-
not cook their meals from 
scratch and they’ve got little 
or no care provision.  

‘We run the franchise 
alongside our distribution 
business and for me I always 

would do that.  I don’t make a 

Foods, but I get a huge kick 
out of doing it.

‘There are several hundred 
people out there who I don’t 
think would know what to 
do without us and that’s why 
I believe this service is so 
important.’

Waltons of Oban was 
started nine years ago – on 
April Fool’s Day – and signed 
the original franchise agree-
ment with Wiltshire Farmed 
Foods two years later.

In that time, Waltons of 
Oban has seen sustained 

-
panding by a vehicle a year 
to the nine it now boasts 
– representative of a 19 per 
cent growth year on year.

It now employs 13 people 
and seven years on from 

Wiltshire Farmed Foods, 
Eric has signed a seven year 
extension.

Lochaber loch has grown for the second year 
running.

reserve on Loch Arkaig’s north shore found 15 
chequered skippers, up from eight in 2010.

Numbers had reached a low point of only three 
in 2009 compared to 38 in 2005, leading experts to 
fear the colony would die out. 

But new management practices introduced at the 
reserve, run by Forestry Commission Scotland, 
(FCS) have proved successful.

Highland Cattle from the Commission’s 100 
strong Lochaber grazed the site during the year, 

FCS also uses the cattle for targeted grazing 
regimes at the Sound of Mull (Savary), Poloch, 
Loch Shiel (Scamadale), Glen Loy and Cow Hill. 

of these sites.
Local district manager, Kevin Peace said: 

‘Seeing chequered skipper numbers increase 
like this indicates that introducing cattle to Allt 

conservation grazing is also helping the beautiful 
demoiselle, black grouse, and plants such as the 
montane or dwarf birch and juniper.’

History society 
welcomes 
architectural 
writer
ARCHITECTURAL writer and 
journalist Mary Miers will be 
guest speaker at Lochaber Local 
History Society’s monthly 
meeting in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William next Thursday.

Ms Miers, who set up 
Scotland’s buildings at risk 
register and is the author of  
‘The Western Seaboard’, hails 
from South Uist and will be 
travelling from London to speak 
on ‘The Architectural Heritage 
of Lochaber’. Everyone is 
welcome to attend at 8pm. 

SINGERS with Isle of Skye roots swept 
the board in the traditional gold medal 
competitions at the Royal National Mòd in 
Stornoway.

Judges voted Duncan MacKinnon top 
men’s singer and Wilma Kennedy best 
female vocalist, earning both the precious 
gold award and the Islander Shield.

Mr MacKinnon, 32, hails from Ardvasar 
in Sleat and currently is working on Lewis 
as a TV researcher. Ms Kennedy, from 
Broughty Ferry, Dundee, is the daughter of 
Kenna Campbell, of Gaelic singing legends 
Campbells of Greepe, whose origins lie 
in the crofting township near Dunvegan 
from which the group draws its name. Mr 

MacKinnon won the prestigious event at 

previously won the gold medal 20 years ago 
- at the Dingwall Mòd in 1991. ‘It is lovely 
to get the traditional gold medal after such 
a wide gap,’ she told The Oban Times after 
her success.

 See our Mòd coverage on pages 7-10.

REMOTE west coast 
communities are looking forward 
to an off-season business boost 
after ferry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) announced 
improved winter timetables.

The changes, being introduced 
following requests from local 
people, will see two new 
Saturday sailings, morning and 
afternoon, between Mallaig 
and Armadale and an afternoon 
service on Sundays. Two years 
ago there were no weekend 
services.

a new direct Sunday service 
from Mallaig, replacing a linked 
service to all the Small Isles, 
which saw the Loch Nevis dock 
for only 15 minutes. 

Skye residents expressed 
delight at the move, which 
brings Saturdays into line with 
weekday services. 

Boyd Robertson, director of 
the Gaelic College Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig, said: ‘The new service 
will enhance access to the 
college and offer staff, students 
and those attending courses, 
conferences and functions 
at the college a shorter drive 
from and to the Central Belt 
during the winter months.’
Development director at the 
Clan Donald Lands Trust in 
Armadale, Norman Gillies
said weekend breaks 
could now be built around 

the enhanced services.
He said: ‘As a major tourism 

to both the tourist industry 
and the local community.’
National Trust for Scotland 
manager on Canna, Stewart 
Connor, said the new 
arrangements could bring vital 
off-season visitor income to the 
island.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Before we had a Saturday 
sailing that only came in for 15 
minutes to drop stuff off and 
then went on to Eigg and Muck.

Stay
‘It was hard to get people 

to come out and visit and 
contractors that needed to do 
work here had to stay for two or 
three days.

‘But this new sailing allows the 
boat to tie up for two hours and 
is a direct sailing to and from 
Mallaig. Local businesses can 
now offer Sunday lunches for 
people wanting to come out and 
head back again. It is fantastic, 
and CalMac have bent over 
backwards to get this done.’ 

Sleat Community Trust 
director Roddy Murray 
paid tribute to CalMac
and Transport Scotland, and to 
Canna people for agreeing to 

the necessary adjustments to the 
Loch Nevis’ timetable.

He said: ‘In these times of 
austerity and cutbacks it is 
encouraging to hear of services 
being improved and enhanced 
in this way. We are indebted to 
David Taylor, regional manager 
of Calmac, for his hard work on 
our behalf. 

‘We would now ask travellers 
to and from Skye to use these 
services over the winter months 
to ensure their continued 
success.’

Elsewhere on the west coast, 
a new Saturday service will run 
from Islay to Oban via Colonsay, 
and return to Colonsay, Islay and 
Kennacraig. It will be trialled 

A minor change is also being 
made to improve the turnaround 
time on the Leverburgh-
Berneray service in summer. 
CalMac managing director 
Phil Preston said: ‘We are 
delighted to be able to offer 
these improvements to services, 
all of which are the result of 
requests and discussions with 
the communities we serve. 

‘These changes mean that 
Islay, Colonsay, Canna and 
Skye all have new weekend 
services which we are sure 
will prove popular with locals 
and visitors. We are grateful 
to the Scottish Government 
for agreeing to these changes.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Traditional gold medal winners Duncan MacKinnon and Wilma Kennedy celebrate their success. 20_f43mod66

Traditional gold medal winners share Skye roots

More winter 
ferries boost 
west coast

Raasay project results to be revealed
examining the relationship 
between the education system 
and island depopulation will be 
presented at a public meeting on 
Raasay on Saturday. 

The project, funded by the 
British Academy and part of the 
Economic and Social Research 
Council’s Festival of Social Sci-
ence, is being led by Dr Donald 
Gillies, who has strong Raasay 
connections. 

The University of Strathclyde 
academic’s parents, grandpar-
ents – on both sides – came from 
Raasay. His father Alasdair 

MacLeod, the famous builder of 

Calum’s Road. The study exam-
ines post-school destinations of 
all pupils at Raasay School from 
1901-2000 and canvassed school 
leavers on why they decided to 
leave or stay. 

It was inspired by Mr MacLeod, 
who died in 1988, insisting 
that centralising tendencies in 
education caused a clearance on 
Raasay as bad as the infamous 
ones of the 1850s.

Dr Gillies told The Oban Times:
‘Calum had two complaints - the 

to move to Portree for secondary 

education, which he argued 
broke the family/home link and 
served to distance children from 
crofting roots. 

‘In the 1950s children only 
came home occasionally and 
boarded in Portree. As transport 
improved they got home weekly 
– but only for a few hours on a 
Saturday. Now with better ferry 
links they can commute daily. 

‘The second complaint was 
that he said they were educated 
‘city style’ and so alienated from 
their cultural and moral back-
ground. I would imagine Sabhal 
Mor Ostaig would meet with 
his approval, as would Gaelic 
opportunities in school, but 

so would any form of distance 
learning which would allow 
youngsters to remain at home, if 
they so wished.’

He added: ‘Our data so far 
suggests that more than 83 per 
cent of pupils who went through 
primary school on Raasay left 
the island altogether.

‘Education may lead the young 
away initially but local employ-
ment and good infrastructure 
– such as transport links - are 
absolutely crucial in the longer 
term.’

Raasay’s population dropped 

before recovering to 192 by 
2001.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Connel bridge to 
close for repairs
CONNEL Bridge will close 
overnight on Wednesday 
(November 2) for £20,000 of 
repairs to the crumbling road 
surface.

Funded by Transport 
Scotland, the bridge will be 
closed from 10pm-6am for 
Scotland Transerv to resurface 
the south side of the cantilever 
bridge.

Access will be provided for 
emergency vehicles.

Meanwhile, a further £20,000 
is to be invested on the A82 
road between Crainlarich and 
Tarbert as Transport Scotland 
aims to improve safety and 
drainage there.

The work will be carried out 
by Scotland Transerv from 
Sunday, October 30 for 10 
nights, utilising night time 
road closures between the 
A82/A83 junction at Tarbert 
and the A82/A85 junction at 
Crainlarich.

The closures will take effect 
between 10pm-6am from 
Sunday to Thursday night.

A spokesperson for Scotland 
Transerv said: ‘We will work 
hard to ensure that a minimum 

during these  improvements. 
‘Every effort will be made to 

allow local access and although 
there may be some delay, every 
effort will also be made to 
minimise disruption to local 
residents travelling to and from 
their properties. Emergency 
services will have access at all 
times.

‘Motorists should allow extra 
time for their journeys and 
pay attention to any advisory 
signs which will be in place 
throughout the works. 

‘For real time journey 
planning information visit 
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Lorn Lines
AT THE meeting of Oban Camera Club on October 17, vice 
president Steve Lawson introduced guest speaker David Stout 
EFIAP, DPAGB, from Newcastle, who was making a return 
visit as part of a Scottish tour.

In an interesting digital photo presentation, the audience 
travelled east to Cambodia, Laos and the Mekong River 
with award-winning images of ornate temples and stunning 
landscapes but most captivating were portraits of ordinary 
people. 

The club members expressed their appreciation to David with 
a hearty vote of thanks. The next meeting, on October 31, will 
see Cameron Harris, local professional photographer, giving a 
presentation on how to create commercial images.

MEMBERS of Oban Speakers Club enjoyed an excellent 

Bill Leech introduced the main speakers and critics.

farming’, Peter Abbott on ‘The Good Life’ and Tom Clegg 
on ‘Mark Twain’. Their critics were Eamonn Arthur, Guido 
Faccenda and Martin Wilson.

In a light-hearted topics session, chairman Roy Wood gave 
an interesting variety of topics to Iain Fullarton, Bill Leech, 
Martin Wilson, Malcolm Black, Stuart Philp and Alex Clark.

Timekeeper was Jim Fraser and, to round off the evening, 
president John Maclean introduced Archie Mcphail who gave a 
short but excellent evaluation of the evening.

The next meeting will be held in Soroba House Hotel on 
November 3 at 8pm.

A GROUP of teenagers from Oban say they have made friends 
for life after returning from an eye-opening exchange trip to 
Bochnia in Poland.

Eleven members of the North Argyll Youth Forum took the 
trip with Argyll and Bute Council staff Scott Douglas and 
Laura MacDonald.

The week-long trip included a tour of Auschwitz and a night 
spent in the town’s old salt mines, 250 metres underground.

The exchange was organised alongside two youth groups in 
Poland and the Glasgow-based youth network Representing 
Young People’s Interests to demonstrate the differences 
between their respective communities.

One of the North Argyll group, Hannah McPhee, said: ‘Our 
favourite part of the trip was meeting new people and we all 
stay in touch through Facebook. I think we have all made 
friends for life and we will be meeting up with the Glasgow 
group.

‘Auschwitz was really sad and we got quite emotional but it 
was very interesting. It is something everyone should see.’

The North Argyll group gave a presentation on their trip at 
the Scottish National Rural Network in Comrie and the Rotary 
Club of Oban.

THE OBAN Phoenix Cinema group is urging residents and 
businesses in the area to support its Buy a Seat campaign as 
it reaches the ‘critical’ stage of refurbishing the George Street 
premises.

Seats are available for a personal dedication or advertisement 
and contributions can be made at £200 or £1,000.

Payment can be made at D M MacKinnon Solicitors or if you 
would like more information contact the group on 01631 563041 
or email info@obanphoenixcinema.co.uk.

There will be a member of the group in the cinema building 

inside.
The group is particularly keen to hear from any tradesmen 

who could help with the refurbishment.

THE FUNDRAISING drive for Oban Phoenix Cinema 
continues this weekend with a Hallowe’en party at the Bridge 
Cafe/Go Bananas in Soroba Lane.

The party, for children up to the age of eight, will be held on 
Sunday between 4.30pm and 6.30pm.

There will be a best costume parade and a storyteller, as well 
as party games and food and drink. Half of all the money raised 
at the event will go towards the cinema fund.

A YACHT, Zulu Dawn
Coastguard assistance on Saturday October 22 after it suffered 
engine failure. The vessel made it safely onto a pontoon at 
Dunstaffnage marina before any help was provided. 

Do not 
disturb
‘vicious’ 
seal pups
Call for help if 
found abandoned

A RESCUED seal pup has 
already won the hearts of visitors 
and staff at the Scottish Sea Life 
Sanctuary north of Oban. 

They have named the pup 
Holly, after model and TV star 
Holly Valance, a contender 
in BBC show Strictly Come 
Dancing.

But Dennis Chamberlain, 
displays manager, said there 
was another reason the cuddly-
looking creature had been given 
her new name. ‘If you see her 
at feeding time, she’s pretty 
prickly,’ he said.  

The one-month-old pup is 

She was found on the Isle of 
Seil last week and after careful 
monitoring, staff concluded that 
her mum was not going to return 
to her. 

Dennis said she had a cold and 
wounds when she was brought 

into the sanctuary. He added: 
‘Her progress is really good. 
Luckily, she is taking food really 
well and she has put on a kilo in 
the week she has been here.’

But Dennis warned anyone 

usually born in late autumn, to 
keep their distance, as a human 
scent on the youngster can result 
in it being abandoned by its 
mother. 

‘If people see a seal pup, they 
might look cute and cuddly, but 
just leave them alone,’ he said. 
‘They are incredibly vicious 
and willing to bite to defend 
themselves and also carry 
diseases. For your sake and the 
pup’s sake, keep your distance 
and call us or the SSPCA.’ 

It looks like young Holly will 
be spending Christmas at the sea 
life centre and won’t be returned 
to the wild until she gains weight 

for herself. Children can see her 
for free this weekend (October 
28-30) if they turn up at the 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary in a 
Hallowe’en costume.

REPORT
by CHRISTINE
McCARTNEY

cmccartney@obantimes.
co.uk

Dennis Chamberlain is one of the staff looking after seal pup Holly at The Scottish Sea Life Sanctu-
ary, Barcaldine. 16_t43seal02

Ian Crawford receives the minibus keys from Ronnie MacIntyre, committee member for Alzheimer 
Scotland’s Oban and Lorn branch. 15_t43bus01

A DISTINCTIVE blue bus 
owned by the local branch of 
Alzheimer Scotland has been 
handed over to its new owners. 

Soroba Training Community 
Interest Company plan to use 
the minibus to bring isolated 
residents to a new lunch club at 
Soroba House and to support 
other social activities. 

The move ensures the bus, 
which has the slogan, ‘Na 
diochuimhnich mi’ or forget me 
not, will still be seen driving 
around the streets of Oban and 
helping local people. 

Chris Hammond, chairman, 
said: ‘While Oban and Lorn 
branch of Alzheimer Scotland 
are quite sad at having to part 
with our bus, we are happy it 
will be seen around Oban. 

‘We are sure Soroba Training 
Community Interest Company, 
working out of Soroba House 
Hotel, will put the bus to good 
use. We wish them well in this 
much-needed new service.

‘The branch is now eager to 
move forward to use the money 
raised by the sale of the bus along 
with money already raised to 
help our friends with a diagnosis 
of dementia, and their carers, in 
whatever way we can.’

She added they would be 

working with a number of 
partners in the local area. 

A new lunch club started at 
Soroba House Hotel two weeks 
ago, and staff hope they will be 
able to reach more people now 
they have transport.

Ian Strain, training manager, 
said: ‘We want to do more for 
people with disabilities. It is 

without the bus. 
‘If anyone is interested in 

joining the lunch clubs or has an 

idea of their own they would like 
our help to run, get in touch on 
01631 563367.’

He also thanked the 
Community Food and Health 
Scotland for funding to set up 
the lunch club. 

Ex-Alzheimer bus will be put to 
good use on streets around Oban

TIREE residents and visitors to 
the island are being encouraged 
to make their voices heard as 
part of the master planning 
process into the possible Argyll 
Array.

Argyll and Bute Council want 
people to share their opinions on 
the potential onshore implica-
tions of the proposed wind farm, 
which is more than double the 
size of the tiny Hebridean isle it 
would closely neighbour.

While two drop in events have 
already been held on the island, 
the local authority is keen to hear 
from anyone who was not able 
to attend the second of those, 

where an interim assessment 
of the potential scenarios was 
presented.

Councillor Neil Mackay, Ar-
gyll and Bute’s spokesperson for 
enterprise, energy, culture and 
tourism, said: ‘It is important 
that people understand they 
can still have their say on these 

whether or not they were at the 
last drop in session. The exhibi-
tion boards presented at that 
event, along with the response 
forms, are available online and I 
would encourage people to have 
a look at them and submit any 
comments they may have.’

The documents can be 
found at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/planning-and-environment/
tiree-shore-scenario-mapping 
or www.tireetrust.org.uk. All 
written responses should be 
submitted by Friday November 
4. The study is being managed 
by a steering group chaired by 
Argyll and Bute Council, which 
also includes the Scottish Gov-
ernment, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, Tiree Community 
Development Trust, The Crown 
Estate, Scottish Power Re-
newables,  Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Limited, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and the NHS.

Tiree views sought on Argyll Array

MORE people than ever are watching 
the BBC’s Gaelic language channel, with 

530,000 viewers.
The new statistics have been compiled 

over the four months since the channel was 
made available on Freeview and Virgin 
Media’s cable service at the start of June 
this year.

The claimed 15 minutes plus reach for the 
channel over the same period was 430,000 
viewers per week. 

The average time viewers spent watching 
the channel per week was one hour, 40 
minutes.

Freeview
Prior to the channel being made available 

on Freeview, the total weekly reach for 
the channel was 220,000 viewers with the 
weekly 15 minute plus reach being 179,000.

channel in Scotland only and does not take 
account of anyone in the rest of the UK. 

It also does not include the under-16 age 
group who may watch the schedule of 
children’s programming on offer.

September this year show there have been 
an average of 29,000 requests per week for 
BBC Alba content on the BBC iPlayer.

Margaret Mary Murray, head of services 
for BBC Alba, said: ‘We are delighted that 

audiences across Scotland are watching and 
enjoying BBC ALBA’s daily schedule of 
programmes.’

BBC ALBA is a partnership service 
between MG ALBA and BBC Scotland.

More tuning in 
to Gaelic TV

Lights, camera, 
action at island’s 
new film club
IT WAS lights, camera, action 
at the weekend for the première 
of an island’s new cinema club. 

Isle of Colonsay village hall 
was packed with 35 islanders 

Island Boy,
featuring nearby Oransay, and 
main feature Local Hero.

The screen was a sheet pulled 
taunt and the sound was routed 
through the hall’s sound system. 
Nonetheless, the red carpet was 
rolled out with top facilities for 
cinema-goers, including pop 
corn and ice cream. 

The cinema club is an 
initiative of the island’s 

Johnstone and Pedie MacNeil 
and will have regular screenings 
and theme nights in the coming 
months. 

Would-be 
supplier’s 
community order
OBAN Sheriff Court has 
ordered a would-be cocaine 
supplier to carry out 240 hours 
of unpaid work.

Iain Maurice Robin 
Cruickshanks, 25, of 8B 

being in possession of the Class 
A drug with intent to supply at 
Shore Street, Oban, on June 23.

Attacker guilty      
of assault on
pub worker
ASSAULTING an employee at 
a Oban pub has cost the attacker 
£315.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week, Kevin 
McLetchie, 23, of 13 Glenfoot 
Terrace, last week admitted 
assaulting a staff member of a 
Stevenson Street premises on 
November 13 last year.

Payback time for 
cannabis dealer
A CANNABIS dealer 
was placed on a year-long 
community payback order when 
she appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

Morag MacNiven, 22, of 29 
Morvern Hill, Inverglen, Oban, 
was ordered to complete 200 
hours of unpaid work.

Defendant fined 
for disorder
A MAN who conducted himself 
in a disorderly manner while 

Oban Sheriff Court.
James Hendry, 30, of Ross 

House, Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, committed the offence 
at Glenfoot Terrace on March 5 
this year.

£100,000 de-icing unit 
installed at Benbecula
ISLANDERS on Benbecula will 

winter after Loganair invested 
£100,000 in a specialist runway 
de-icing machine.

kind at the island airport and 

out of the island each weekday 
throughout the winter.

As well as providing the 
six members of staff with 
full training on how to work 
the equipment, Loganair has 
refurbished its fuel facilities at 
the airport.

Jonathan Hinkles, chief 

said: ‘We recognise that we 
provide lifeline services to the 
people of Benbecula and the 
Uists which is why we have made 

installed a de-icing unit at the 
airport but we believe it will 
allow us to maintain a strong 
and reliable service throughout 
the winter months. We hope to 
transport people to and from the 
islands with minimal disruption 
throughout the winter.’
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. The views expressed in The Oban Times are 
not necessarily those of this newspaper.
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25 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, October 23, 1986
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
7 Go ape! (3,3,7)
8 Omission (8)
9 Rank (4)
10 Horrible (7)
12 Absurd (5)
14 Creep (5)
16 Not a good traveler (7)
19 Lead maybe (4)
20 Imperil (8)
22 Other half of one (9,4)

Down
1 Top up (4)
2 High standards (6)
3 Nasty (7)
4 Restrainer (5)
5 Wine holder (6)
6 Help to bring to mind (8)
11 Created by one (8)
13 Reactionless (7)
15 Be plentiful (6)
17 Beethoven's "Moonlight ___" (6)
18 Suit (5)
21 Arabic commander (4)

Oban competitors strike 
gold and silver at Mòd
IT WAS Oban’s best National Mod in years 
with competitors from the Highland holiday 
town striking both gold and silver.

A cook from an Oban hotel and the manager 
of a local frozen food centre both tasted suc-
cess at the festival on Thursday when they won 
the gold awards for solo singing.

The men’s medal went to Angus MacFadyen, 

the four-song contest with an aggregate mark 
of 713, three points ahead of runner up Norman 
MacKinnon, Campbeltown.

Angus, who manages Freeze Foods, in Oban, 
also lifted the Donald Thomson prize for the 
highest aggregate mark in Gaelic and the 
Gilbert MacPhail Prize for the highest mark in 
music.

Winner of the ladies’ gold medal was Mary 
Catherine MacNeil who, although hails from 
Northbay, on the island of Barra, now lives and 
works in Oban, where she is an assistant cook 
at the Lancaster Hotel.

Mary took the platform wearing a glistening 
silver brooch in the shape of a clarsach, given 
to her by a friend for her 21st birthday. ‘I wore 
it for luck,’ said Mary.

£589,000 plan for new 
schools agreed
PRIMARY schools in Taynuilt and Carradale 
are to be replaced with new schools at a cost of 
£589,000.

The contract for both schools has been 
awarded to Firholm Builders, of Hamilton. 
Work at Carradale will begin this month and at 
Taynuilt in November.

Weather permitting, both are due to be 
completed early in 1988.

The present primaries in these villages are 
amongst the oldest in Argyll, Carradale having 
been built in 1890 and Taynuilt in 1843, though 
they were extended in later years.

Carradale, at present, has a roll of 64 pupils, 
while 68 pupils attend Taynuilt primary. Both 
are four teacher schools.

The new school at Taynuilt will be built on a 
site to the rear of the present building.

At Carradale the new building is to be built 
next to a district council housing scheme about 
half a mile from the present school.

Each new school will contain two normal 
size classrooms opening onto an activity area, 
a dining room, which will also be used for PE, 
and the normal ancillary accommodation. Both 
will cater for handicapped pupils.

Islay distillery brings cheer 
amid the depression
SWIMMING strongly against the present 
tide of recession in the industry, Laphroaig 
Distillery, on Islay, has quadrupled sales over 
the past three years.

distillery’s general manager, said he was very 
optimistic about the future.

‘I think there is a lot going for the Scottish 
whisky industry,’ he added.

Especially encouraging have been sales of the 
company’s 10-year-old Laphroaig Malt which, 
unknown in the UK duty free market three 
years ago, is now number three best seller.

Attractive new packaging has helped to 
popularise the brand which, it is claimed, has a 

‘A lot of gloom and doom has recently been 
spoken about the Scottish whisky industry but 
we like to think we are the bright light showing 

said Mr Reid.
Laphroaig is the only distillery that had 

avoided temporary closure during the recent 
downturn.

This week’s flashback photograph, submitted by an Oban Times reader, is of Oban Hearts Football Club 1952. Back row, left to right: 
Bobby Archibald; Jock Mullen; Myles Cameron; Hugh MacCorquodale; Jock Kennedy and Willie Mansel. Front: Iain MacLeod; Charlie 
Campbell; Larry Forgrieve; Ian MacIntosh and Eddie Cooper. We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints 
to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a 
caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Hearts FC - 1952

ISLAY LETTER

Fundraising 
dinner
THE GROSVENOR Hilton 
Hotel in Glasgow’s Great 
Western Road will be 
the ambient setting for a 
fundraising dinner for Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle (ICCI) on 
Saturday, November 26.

Organised by Catherine 
Johnston, chairman of ICCI, 
the evening begins with 
a drinks reception at 7pm 
followed by a three-course 
meal with wine at 7.30pm.

Others taking part in the 
entertainment will be the well 
known Gaelic broadcaster and 
TV producer and presenter 
John Carmichael and Calum 
MacKinnon in the outrageous 
guise of the hard-hitting 
‘Seasaidh Leacsaidh’.

Dance music will be 
provided by the John 
Carmichael Ceilidh Band 

enhance the college coffers. 
Donations towards this aspect 
of the fundraising will be 
gratefully received.

Tickets cost £75 and are 
available from Catherine 
Johnston on 07833 303028 
or can be bought locally by 
emailing ellaedgar@aol.com.

The event will raise the 

the city and will highlight 
its commitment to the 
furtherance of the island’s rich 
Gaelic culture both here and 
beyond.

Leading actor’s 
Bowmore 
appearance
LEADING Scots and BAFTA 
award-winning actor David 
Hayman, best known for his 
role as detective Michael 
Walker in the ITV series Trial 
and Retribution, will star in 
the one-man play Six and a 
Tanner in Islay High School 
on Sunday October 30 at 
7.30pm.

The play was penned 
by Rony Bridges and is 
steeped in pathos and black 
humour.  It depicts the oft 
times harrowing relationship 
between a father and son and 
touches on cruelty and abuse.

Hayman has received 
glowing reviews for his 
portrayal of the son Joe and 
leading critics have described 
the actor’s performance as 
spell binding and show a 
master of his craft who has 
the audience in the palm of 
his hand.

David Hayman was born 

in the Bridgeton district of 
Glasgow and trained at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama. He also 
has a long association with 
Glasgow’s Citizen’s Theatre.

He founded the 
humanitarian charity Spirit 
Aid which is dedicated to 
children who are the victims 
of war, genocide, poverty 
and abuse. In 1992, he was 
honoured with the Glasgow 
City Gold Medal for his 
outstanding services to the 
performing arts.

Following the completion of 
his current tour, the actor will 
head off to further promote 
his charity’s interests in 
Afghanistan.

Book launch
A BOOK listing many of the 
Gaelic place names of Islay 

launched at Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle on Saturday, 
October 29, at 3.30pm.

The book’s researchers and 
compilers have worked with 
Scottish Natural Heritage and 
the Gaelic Place Names of 
Scotland organisations as well 
as tapping into local sources 
of knowledge. 

The research was was 
headed by Emily Edwards 
who also masterminded the 
Seanachais Ìle project.

Among the undertaking’s 
funders were SOILLSE and 
Iomairt Ghàidhlig ‘Ile agus 
Dhiùra.

Top shots
KEILLS marksman Islay 
MacEachern took the top 
honours at the annual Calum 
Bell clay pigeon shoot held at 
Ballard on the isle of Jura. 

The runner up was David 
MacArthur and the top 
junior prize went to Andrew 
Torrance.

Bryony MacFarlane was the 
sharpest shooter among the 
ladies and Ben Harman took 
the top Low 5 prize.

The event attracted more 
than 50 enthusiasts whose 
generosity saw £780 raised for 
the Beatson Pebble Appeal.

Coffee morning
SUCCULENT home baking 
and various bargains can 
be enjoyed at the Round 
Church coffee morning in 
the Bowmore lesser hall 
on Saturday, October 29, at 
10.30am. 

Admission is £2 and a warm 
welcome awaits everyone.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810658.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Reduced parking 
charges?
Sir, 
Since we are no longer to have 

The Oban 
Times September 29, can we 
look forward to reduced parking 
charges as a result of the meter 
charges no longer paying for 
these personnel?
Stephen Thomas, Connel. 

Thanks to 
Caledonian 
MacBrayne
Sir,
On Tuesday October 18, MV Isle 
of Mull found herself stormbound 
at Craignure. 

Some folk had been aboard 
her since the cancellation of the 
early afternoon sailing back to 
Oban when we joined her for 
the aborted 5pm sailing. She did 
not sail until 6.45am the next 
morning. 

Our sincere thanks and 
appreciation go to the Captain 
and all the crew. 

Inevitably there were 
inconveniences of varying 
degrees for everyone concerned, 
but the crew conducted 
themselves with good humour, 
kindness and thoughtfulness 
and did everything within their 
power to help. 

A few folk were upset, but most 
were understanding and patient. 

Having been offered a free 
meal, blankets were distributed 
for the night ahead. Sleep was 
not easy because of noise and 
inevitable discomforts so we 
were aware of the frequent 
patrols of crew making sure 
we were as comfortable as 
possible. Even the technical 
crew were making a real effort 
to move round the vessel with 
minimal noise during the wee 
small hours.

We’re very grateful to those 
who took care of everyone in 

decisions made to safeguard 
lives and to every individual 
for their acts and words of 
kindness. 
Hazel Polson, Grianach 
Gardens, and Carol Leech, 
Ganavan, Oban.

ScotRail keeps 
passengers
guessing
Sir,
I write to thank the ‘Help 
Point’ people at ScotRail for 
organising transport for my 
daughter and one other lady to 
Glasgow Queen’s Street Station 
from Connel Ferry last Sunday 
night, October 23.

This situation came about 
because the alternative bus 
transport that had been laid on 
by a contractor did not appear 
at Connel Station car park as 
promised on the information 
poster but instead went through 
Connel village. 

How intending rail passengers 
could work that one out 
would require extra sensory 
perception. 

Several calls to the ‘Help 
Point’ and ScotRail and the 
situation was resolved, albeit 
two and a half hours later. 

Please ScotRail, in future 
could you ensure that alternative 
rail travel arrangements are 
posted in rail carriages on the 
relevant rail links, announced 
over public address systems 
and that important information 
posters placed at railway 
stations are printed in red with 
the times rather than, and I 
quote: ‘alternative arrangements 
may be either early/late’. 

I can only conclude that 
the communications team at 
ScotRail like to keep passengers 
‘guessing’ and ensure that the 
bus company knows to pick 
up passengers at the railway 

positive note, we did get there.
Marina Curran-Colthart, 
Appin.

Back Oban 
cinema and film 
production
Sir,

being shot in Argyll.
Surely getting the money to 

support the re-opening of Oban 
Phoenix Cinema would be an 
idea worth taking on board.

millions to local communities 

Furthermore, efforts should be 
stepped up to encourage tax 

Scotland.
Andrew J T Kerr, Jedburgh. 

Disbelief at survey
Sir,

The Oban Times that there is 90 
per cent customer satisfaction 
with Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning services was ‘What?’

Reading on, I discovered that 
the council measures customer 
satisfaction by asking each 
applicant to rate their experience 
of dealing with the department 
- and that explains a lot. Clearly 
when the council seeks a 
measure of how well its planning 
department is performing the 
only public views it seeks are 
those of people who have applied 
for planning consent.

Looking at many of the recent 
developments which the council 
has approved, if I had been one 
of those successful applicants I 
would not only be delighted with 
the service I had received from 
the department and the planning 
consent I had been granted I 
would also be amazed.

However, I belong to that 
much larger band of people 
who made representations over 
planning applications, whose 
representations were mainly 
ignored, who now live with the 
consequences of the planners’ 
‘generosity’ towards developers 
and whose satisfaction with its 

planning service the council has 

Arthur McFarlane, Tarbert. 

Misleading
statement
Sir,
McCaig’s footnote, The Oban 
Times October 6, was, to say the 
least, biased.

Had he said ‘some candidates 
believe the pay is for old rope’ 
that would have been fair 
comment but to suggest that only 
party members are committed to 
the job is not good journalism.

It’s about time journalists and 
the media in general accepted 
that they are entitled to their 
opinion and are fortunate to have 
the means to broadcast it. This 
does not mean that their opinion 
is fact or carries any more weight 
than any other persons.
George Doyle, Easdale. 

Parade thanks
Sir,
The Oban branch of The Royal 
British Legion Scotland recently 
held a laying up and dedication 
parade at the Congregational 
Church in Oban.  

Thanks go to the very 
generous people who helped 
to make it such an enjoyable 
and successful day. Thanks to 
councillor Roddy McCuish for 
his much appreciated advice and 
words of wisdom and to the area 
committee, standard bearers 
and members of Glasgow and 
western counties RBLS for their 
support and direction. Thanks 
also to Oban Pipe Band for 
leading us to the church in such 
a stirring fashion; the Rev Ken 
Hunter for a heartfelt and moving 
ceremony and the congregation 
for the soup, sandwiches and 
hospitality. 

We also thank Strathclyde 
Police for their usual high 

management and the Lions for 
marshalling the parade. 
Archie MacCulloch, secretary.

Glasgow at         
the Mòd
DESPITE inclement weather 
throughout the week in 
Stornoway, the welcome 
extended by the local 
people ensured a happy and 
successful Mòd. 

There was success for young 
Glasgow competitors in the 
oral competitions with Conal 
MacDiarmid, Michael and 
Mairi Callan, Meg Buchanan 
and Ava MacKinnon from 
Sgoil Ghaidhlig Glaschu 
and Rhianna and Mitchell 
Kilpatrick from Condoratt, 

story writing competition 
for 9-10 year olds Anna 
MacGregor was the winner.  
Lewis King, from Falkirk, 
won the prescribed singing 
competition for 11-12 year 
olds and the folk group, Thoir 
an Aire, members of Glasgow 
Islay Junior Gaelic Choir, 
came second. In the choral 

in two competitions with their 
Glasgow rivals close behind 
in second.  

Rachel Deans, from 
Cumbernauld, won the Ladies’ 
Silver Pendant, her twin sister 
Emma won the competition 
for a Skye/Sutherland song 
and together they won the duet 
competition. The Kennedy-
Fraser Cup was won by Alison 
Campbell from Erskine, the 
Working Song by Jennifer 
Campbell, from Bearsden, and 
George Fergusson, from East 
Kilbride, won the competiton 
for self accompaniment. 

Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association pipped Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir to win the 
overall Gaelic awards but 
it was left to Govan Gaelic 
Choir to be the only Glasgow 

the four competitions in which 
the choirs sang.    

Glasgow was represented in 
the Gold Medal Finals with 
the winner of the Ladies’ 
Medal Catriona Watt now 
resident in the city adding 
this prestigious award to the 
BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Musician of the Year Trophy 
which she won in 2007. Mairi 
Fernandez-Ares also took part 

Brown took part in the men’s 

Buchanan took second place.  
An enjoyable innovation 

at this year’s Mòd was the 
Kennedy-Gillies Trophy for 
past winners of the Gold 
Medal. Fiona Kennedy and 
her sister Deirdre were present 
to explain their reasons 
for donating a trophy in 
memory of their mum and 
dad, Calum Kennedy and 
Anne Gillies, in recognition 
of the tremendous input 
they had made to the world 
of Gaelic song. The family, 
of course, lived in the west 
end of Glasgow and many 
will remember the important 

role played by the Gillies 
family in the Knightswood 
Highlander’s Association 
which unfortunately no longer 
exists. Although it attracted 

winner was Ronnie Murray, 
conductor of  the Lochs Gaelic 
Choir. The trophy, unlike those 
for most other competitions, 
was a framed photograph 
showing both Calum and Anne 
being presented with their Gold 
Medals.

Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association
THE ABOVE association 
will be holding its annual 
concert in Woodside Halls 
at 7.30pm when the artistes 
will be Margaret MacLeod, 
Catriona Watt, Ronnie Murray 
and Eoghann MacLeod, 
the association pipers and 
musicians James Ross and 
Charles MacLeod.  

At the dance to be held in 
Glasgow University Union, 
the music will be provided by 
Trail West, fresh from a trip to 
Stornoway where they played 
throughout Mòd week.

Diary dates
Thursday October 27:
Calum’s Road, Paisley Arts 
Centre. (sold out). Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Rod Patterson.  
Last date to book tickets for 
the Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association dinner. Telephone 
Rhona Morrison 07796 175441.
Friday October 28: Gaelic 
Choirs Concert in the Wynd 
Centre, Paisley, 7.30pm. Uist 
and Barra Association ceilidh 
dance, Crawford Hall, Partick, 
9pm-1am
Saturday October 29:
Glasgow Skye Association 
Marag Supper, Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, Partick, 7.30pm.
Thursday November 3:  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Annual Dinner, 
Pond Hotel, 7.15pm for 7.30pm.  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm-Jim McKenna 
Tribute Concert.
Friday November 4: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
Concert and Dance - see above.
Thursday November 10: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Bruce Molsky.
Friday November 11:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.  Calum’s 
Road, Eastwood Theatre, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be played by the 
Keelies on Friday and Ragaels 
on Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Eriskay Lilt on 
Friday, Dodgy Ground on 
Saturday and Willie Cameron/ 
Martin Pottinger on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Established venues are Mòd insurance
THE ATROCIOUS weather last week did its best to stop competi-
tors getting to this year’s Royal National Mòd in Stornoway, while 
punishing the drenched and wind-blasted visitors already there.

Despite a couple of cancelled ferry sailings, the competitions 
went ahead as planned and organisers, who were quizzed about 

their emergency plans.

was in a familiar venue and for all the frailties of the transport 
links to Lewis, Stornoway is a safe pair of hands.

Its experience in hosting this, at times, hectic event was poten-
tially crucial.

Seeing the Mòd coming back to its ‘home’ of Oban - another 
safe pair of hands - in 2015 will give An Comunn Gaidhealach 
great relief.



Thursday 27 October, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7Mòd 2011

67th

th

Dingwall Gaelic Choir celebrates after winning the coveted Lovat and Tullibardine Shield for the third time in four years. 20_tmod61page1 – 1

Ronnie Murray, from Lewis, won the Kennedy/Gillies Cup for former Mòd gold medallists. The late 
Calum Kennedy’s daughters Fiona, left and Dierdre also presented Ronnie with a framed montage 

of two photographs of highlights from Calum’s illustrious singing career.
Joy Dunlop, from Connel, was second and Darren MacLean, Skye, third. 20_tmod63page1 – 6

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilean Mhulich won this year’s Sheriff MacMaster Campbell Memorial Quaich 
for rural choirs, edging the Taynuilt choir into second place. Mull also won the Selma Shield for the 

highest marks in Gaelic. 15_tmod44

Còisir Ghàidhlig Ìle. 15_tmod38 The Oban Times northern editor Stephen Norris presents The 
Oban Times gold medal to Glasgow’s Alison Buchanan. 15_tmod25

Atomaig Piseag’s Joy Dunlop receives the Esme Smythe Shield for 
ladies choirs from adjudicator Anne Lorne Gillies. 15_tmod45

Oban Times columnist Ailean Caimbeul presents Dingwall Gaelic Choir conductor Kirsteen Menzies 
with The Oban Times Silver Salver for highest marks for music in the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield 

competition. 20_tmod62page1 – 4

Còisir Ghàidhlig Tairbeart Loch Fìn. 15_tmod39

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig student Leah Jaques was awarded the Royal 
Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland silver medal at the Mòd 

as best Gaelic learner of the year. Society chairman-elect Allan 
Murray made the presentation at the final Mòd press conference 

on Friday morning.  Leah, 34, from Dallas, Texas, has Scottish 
roots and Ramsay, Ross, Hamilton and Johnston ancestors.

Leah told The Oban Times: ‘Scotland is such a beautiful country. It 
just feels like home – the Highlands and Islands in particular.

20_tmod65page1 – 10

Dingwall
claim blue 
riband shield

accept The Oban Times

The 
Oban Times 

•
• Overcomes problems with thermal bridging
• Eliminates interdtitial condensation

• Maximises space
• Resistant to moisture

• Lightweight
• Sustainable service life in excess of 60 years

Roof, loft & ceiling Insulation

Roof & Wall Stabilization
Basements & Cellars
New Build, Old or renovations
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Marine & Auto
• Pig breading and raring units, Broiler houses, Grain Stores,

Potato Stores, workshops, Onion stores........

• Spray foams are applied quickly with minimum of fuss

• Less Waste and less storage of materials on site

We can offer a 25 year insurance backed guarantee and 10 year Company

are members of BUFCA, The federation of Small Businesses and The Guilds
of Master Craftsman and ISO 9001

www.totalinsulations.co.uk  enquiries@totalinsulations.co.uk 
Edinburgh
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Coisir a’ Bhac celebrated a throughly deserved victory in the Choral Rural Open - Ladies after 
scoring a very high combined Gaelic and music mark of 369 to win the Grampian Television Trophy 

and £50 from the Royal Mail. 20_tmod52p2 - 10

Argyll’s Atomaig Piseag, conducted by Raymond Bremner, won the area choir ladies competition, 
amusing the audience and adjudicators alike with an own choice song about a night out drinking in 

Glasgow.  15_tmod48p2-1

A CHOIR formed especially 
for the 2011 Mod sang together 

- when they went on stage to 
compete.

Carloway Gaelic Choir, Lewis, 

Dingwall, Aberdeen, Somerset 

Oban women, Helen and Nicola 
Pearson, who have family ties to 
the Lewis village.

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir finished 
second in the Sheriff MacMas-
ter competition for rural choirs 
but conductor Ann Barlow took 

home the Grace Robertson 
Memorial Baton, awarded 

to the choir with the highest 
music marks, for the fifth year 

in a row. 15_tmod43

Following up her twin sister’s 
silver medal success last year 

was Lanarkshire’s Rachel 
Deans. Twins Rachel and Emma 
combined to also win the duet 

competition. 15_tmod46

Oban Gaelic Choir competed for the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield. 20_tmod56

A KINTYRE nurse won this year’s silver medal after a dominant 
performance in the solo competition for Gaelic learners.

Iain MacPherson, from Southend, was runner-up in last year’s 
silver medal and went into the final last Wednesday evening with 

a healthy 10-point lead. However, Iain admitted he was taking 
nothing for granted. ‘I was very nervous going into the final 

because the set piece, An Ataireadh Àrd, is a very popular song, 
so I had to do a good job with it.’ Iain, who is tutored by Raibert 

MacCallum, also performed with Gaelic choirs Ceann an Tuirc and 
Tarbert Loch Fyne. 15_tmod40

Gaelic tutor of Melvich Gaelic Choir from Caithness, Christine Stone, left, and 
conductor Raymond Bremner receive the Lorn Shield from CalMac regional 
manager Mary Ann Campbell after coming top in the the Lorn Shield rural 

choirs competition. The choir also won the Captain Angus Stewart Trophy for 
the highest marks in music. 20_tmod54page2 – 8

An t-Eilean from south Skye won the senior folk group competition and the Marshall Stormonth 
Memorial Trophy. Each member also received a silver medal. 20_tmod55page2 – 7

Ar n-Òran from Ottawa: emotional debut at Mòd. 20_tmod56page2 – 6

Canadian Gaelic choir compet-
ing in the Mòd will this week 

ancestors were forcibly cleared 
by their laird.

great-great-great-great grandfa-
ther Alexander McFadyen and 

of Coll ordered their removal, 

between 1849 and 1851.

-
lig Ottowa, will lay stones he 

from Ontario on the moss-
covered remains of Alexander’s 
birthplace.

Reminder

stones from the township 
back to Canada as a tangible 
reminder of his bond with the 
Hebrides.

Speaking after his choir Ar 
n-Òran’s performance in their 

to him and the choir. He said: 
-

home. 
‘Next week my wife Olga and 

family is from, to go back to the 

time since they were cleared by 
MacLean.  

-
tional for me when I place rocks 
from where my ancestors are 

they left in the mid 1800s.

on the graves of my people over 
there.’

Ar n-Òran scored a highly 
creditable third place and 

the Caladh Inn, Stornoway, last 

Alexander MacFadyen mar-
ried Peggy MacNiven from 
Islay, whose family was also 
cleared. 

all born in Canada.

president John MacLeod is one 
of the members.

-

choir and took rehearsals via 
online chat software, Skype, 
which meant Mod week was the 

to sing together.

explained: ‘We have been 
practising via Skype two times 

there was a two-second delay, I 

make do with voice calls.’

Lorn Shield competition, the 
impressive performance won 
Carloway many new fans and 
Mairi said she planned to enter 
the choir into next year’s Mod in 

Carloway Gaelic Choir with conductor Mairi MacLeod. 15_tmod41

Carloway Choir convenes specially for Mòd 

Randy’s return to 
ancestors’ home

For Scottish short breaks, weekend breaks, 
self-catering and family holidays, Crieff Hydro 
offers the broadest choice. The complex of-

places to eat and drink. For grown-ups after 
some ‘me time’, there is no better place than 
the adults only Victorian Spa. And with a 

creche, free childcare for 2-12s, and teenager 
hangouts like the Hub, the kids will have fun 
too. Visit www.crieffhydro.com. 
The Oban Times has teamed up with Crieff 
Hydro to offer one lucky reader a fantastic two 
night mid-week winter break for two including 
dinner, bed and breakfast. 

To be in with a chance of winning, simply answer this question and enter by phone or text:

a) Ayrshire    b) Perthshire   c) Inverness-shire

call 0901 293 0450
or text WM43 followed by a space, your answer, name and town to 88010.  
Lines open Wednesday,October 26, at 6pm and close midnight, Tuesday November 1st 2011.

Terms & conditions: Calls cost £1.02 from a BT landline. Other networks will vary and calls from mobiles will cost considerably more. Text messages 
cost £1.02 plus one message at standard network rate.  Entries made after the closing date will not be counted but may still be charged.  Entrants must 
be 18 or over and have the bill payer’s permission.  The winner will be contacted via telephone. The prize is a midweek winter break only (Sunday-
Thursday) and excludes the festive period and school holidays. Based on two adults sharing executive twin or double accommodation. Subject to 

chosen at random. The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and their name may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This 
competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees.   

WIN
Two night mid-week winter 
break for two including 
dinner, bed and breakfast.

         A winter
break at
Crieff Hydro
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A MOD regular and a singer 
who hadn’t competed for seven 
years were named this year’s 
gold medallists last Thursday.

Glasgow-based student 
Catriona Watt has been consist-
ently winning prizes through 
the junior to learner levels since 

STORNOWAY lass Margaret 

home to her native Lewis with 
husband Nihat and nine-month- 
old Malina specially for the 
Mod - all the way from Abu 
Dhabi. 

Margaret has been working 
in the Gulf state as a midwife 

time there.
Margaret, 39, competed in the 

learners’ traditional song, own 
choice - which was quite an 
achievement given her training 
for the competition.

TWO ARGYLL families decided to travel 
to the Mod the hard way after arriving in 
Barra on the Oban ferry - by cycling from 
Vatersay to Stornoway.

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir members Jamie 
Houston and Jason Davies hit on the 
madcap scheme in July, when the weather 
was a bit warmer and kinder.

Jamie’s kids Alex, 17, Katie, 10, and 
Matthew, 8, together with Jason’s children 
Callum, 17, and Bronwen, 12, all joined 
their fathers on stages along the 110-mile, 
four-day marathon.

Jamie told The Oban Times: ‘The worst 
part was when we had to battle a gale 
coming over Clisham, Harris’s highest 
mountain, when we hit 50-mile-an-hour 
winds. At one stage we were pushing the 
bikes down the hill! We knew we had to 
be in Stornoway in time to compete on 
Thursday morning.’ 

Jamie and Jason still had enough wind 
left to help the choir take second place in 
the Sheriff MacMaster Campbell Memorial 
Quaich.

The families’ bike ride has raised more 
than £2,000 so far for Children in Need. 
Anyone wishing to donate can visit 
ridetothemod.blogspot.com. 20_tmod51

Gold medallists Niall Caimbeul, Benbecula, and Catriona Watt of Stornoway. 15_tmod33p3-1

Melvich Gaelic Choir, which won the Lorn Shield. 15_tmod37p3-2

Cyclists complete 110-mile trek to join their choir
Group biked 
from Barra to 
Stornoway

Bonnie baby: Margaret dressed 
up little Malina in true Mod 

tradition. 20_tmod48p3 - 8

Kathleen Ann MacDonald of the Nicolson Institute, centre, won the competitors’ choice traditional 
song event, 16-18 years. Josie Duncan of Dyce Academy, right, was second and Krista MacInnes of 

Portree High School, left, was third. 20_tmod50p3 - 4

Above left: Last year’s silver medal winners Stuart Jackson, 
Morvern, and Emma Deans from Lanarkshire, continued their 

winning form into this year, with victories in the traditional 
solo (learners) and the Skye or Sutherland song, respectively. 

15_tmod27p3-9

Above: Kyle girl Steaphanaidh Caimbeul sang beautifully to win 
gold in the 16-18 girls competitor’s choice competition for fluent 

speakers. Steaphanaidh, 17, won the Cuach Uisdean agus Raonaid 
Mhoireasdain Mhic an Tailleir  (The Hugh and Rachel Morrison 

Taylor Quaich). 20_tmod46p3 -5

Left: Sean MacPherson, 15, of James Gillespie School in Edin-
burgh won the clarsach intermediate 2 event. Sean’s father John 
MacPherson is from Kilmelford and attended Oban High School, 

while his mum Kiyoko hails from Osaka, Japan. 20_tmod40p3 - 10

Duo’s shock 
at Mòd gold 
medal success

attempt at the gold medal last 
year.

On the other hand, the men’s 
winner, Niall Caimbeul, from 
Benbecula, stopped competing 
after the 2004 Royal National 
Mod in Perth.

Govan Gaelic Choir member George Ferguson was the winner of 
the self-accompanied solo singing, scoring 183 for Gaelic and 180 

for musicality. George, 56, from East Kilbride has ties to Argyll 
- his great-great grandfather David Chalmers-Ferguson farmed 

at Blairmore, Dunoon, around 1905, and his great-uncles at 
Kilmichael Glassary, Lochgilphead, in the 1950s. 20_tmod39p3 - 8

Aberdeen Celtic Studies 
post-graduate student 

Lawrence Butler Perks took 
first in the Silver Pendant 

qualifier, the solo singing sea 
song competition. 

20_tmod49p3 - 6

She told The Oban Times: ‘I 
learned online when my cousin 
sent me through an email with 
a recording of him singing An 
Eala Bhan (The White Swan). 
I simply learned from him and 
taught myself the music.’ 

Margaret, who was third equal 

Stornoway Mod in 2001, was 
happy with her performance. 
‘It  was quite an effort to get 
used to singing in competitions 
again,’ she said.

Margaret and her family will 

of this month.

Midwife
returns
from her 
Gulf home 
to compete

However, both said they were 
shocked to have won the prestig-
ious solo singing prize, despite 
both being in pole position going 

Speaking after receiving her 
medal, Catriona, aged 24, said: 
‘I am shocked to have won 
because even though I was nine 

I didn’t think I sang particularly 
well today. I didn’t realise how 
big the stage was and all the 
other girls sang beautifully.’

Catriona put her success down 
to hard work and preparation. 

‘I worked really hard to get 
my songs under my belt in the 
summer, then I would sing to my 
granny, Chrissie MacDonald, 
and some other people and take 
their comments on board,’ she 
added. Niall admitted he was 

was the gold medal winner.
The 43-year-old said: ‘I had 

tried the gold medal a few times 
but the last time I competed was 
in 2004. I only came back again 
to give it a go, so I really wasn’t 
expecting to win,’ he said.

‘I’m not very good at adding 
up the marks, so I didn’t believe 
I had won until someone nudged 
me and said, ‘You’ve got it’.

‘I was encouraged to compete 
again by South Uist’s Paul Mac-
Callum, a former winner, who 
heard me at a ceilidh.’

Niall is the son of piper Calum 
Campbell, who died along with 
four family members on South 

January 2005.
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TWO CEILIDHS held in Stornoway 
during Mòd week were sold out and raised 
thousand of pounds for good causes.

The ceilidhs were held in An  Lanntair, 
Stornoway, on Tuesday and Friday during 
the week.

A cheque for £1,500 was given to Breast 
Cancer Awareness in the Western Isles.

Another cheque was handed over on the 
Friday night.

LEARNING Gaelic from scratch 
has become easier than ever 
after a new interactive website 
was launched during the Royal 
National Mòd in Stornoway last 
week.  

LearnGaelic.net provides a 
one-stop-shop for anyone inter-
ested in learning the language, 
whether they are in Scotland, 
Switzerland or Saudi Arabia.

The new tool could massively 
boost numbers taking up Gaelic 
and, its backers hope, will un-
derpin the recent revival of 
interest what is in the country’s 
oldest tongue. 

The website, the result of a 
unique collaboration between 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, MG ALBA, 
the BBC, the Board of Celtic 
Studies Scotland and Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, has also received 

-
tish Government.

Its core aim is to present 
enhanced Gaelic learning 
resources online in a way which 
makes it easy for everyone of all 
ages and abilities to get the help 
they need to learn the language 
- at their own pace and in their 
own time.

LearnGaelic.net has three broad 
areas of content for adult learners 
focusing on beginners, intermedi-
ate and advanced, with a further 
three sections for young learners 

secondary school. 
Detailed guidance for parents, 

carers and teachers is provided.
Features include a newly-com-

missioned online dictionary and 
thesaurus, a searchable Gaelic 
terminology database and guid-
ance on Gaelic grammar - all 
vital for learners and users of 
Gaelic. 

Additional language tools such 
as spellcheckers and web brows-
ers are also available.

A range of existing resources 
that offer quality Gaelic learn-
ing materials have also been 
incorporated into the website 
including more than 400 video 
clips from the popular television 
series Speaking our Language.

Information about Gaelic 
language and culture is also 
available through links with new 
resources recently launched by 
the Open University.

Novice Gaelic 
learners’ 
online boost 

ONE VOLUNTEER steward went the extra 

from Auckland, New Zealand.
Cathie MacLeod was only 17 when she 

left Stornoway in 1958  with her mum and 
dad Chrissie and Willie Matheson, sister 
Louise and brother William to start a new 
life in New Zealand. 

Cathie, born in Shulishader, An Rubha 
(Point), Lewis, told The Oban Times: ‘I 
came deliberately at this time so I could go 
to the Mòd - I really wanted to be part of 
the whole atmosphere. The whole event has 
been very enjoyable and quite exciting - and 
a bit nostalgic, I suppose.

‘I met a lot of people I went to school 
with, and relations of course. The Mòd 
certainly seems to bring a lot of people out 
of the woodwork!’

Cathie sat beside the late Ishbel 
MacAskill in class at the Nicolson Institute 
in her schooldays and attended a concert in 
memory of the great Gaelic singer during 
the Mòd.

Brother and sister Donald and Peigi Barker, from the Black Isle, 
won the under-13 duet for fluent speakers. The siblings, who 

attend at Fortrose Academy and Bun Sgoil Ghaidhlig Inverness, 
respectively, have a strong Mod heritage; their mother, Eilidh 

MacKenzie, originally from Ness, Lewis, is a former gold medal 
winner and a well-known Gaelic singer. 15_tmod21p4-6

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

MUN ÀM A BHIOS SIBH A’ LEUGHADH SEO, bidh 
Mòd nan Eilean Siar 2011 aig àirde. Co-dhiù bhios an t-sìde 
fàbharach gus nach bi, faodar a bhith cinnteach à iomadh rud 
eile!

Bidh sràidean Steòrnabhaigh trang le luchd-tadhail agus chan 
eil teagamh nach fhaighear an fhàilte bhlàth Ghàidhealach a 
tha cho dualach feadh nan eilean. Tha e fìor mhath  cuideachd 
gun tèid cuid de dh’fharpaisean a chumail ann an Uibhist agus 
gum faigh coigrich an cothrom maise Uibhist fhaicinn. Bidh 
othail is drip am measg fharpaiseach shean is òg  agus a h-uile 
neach a’ feuchainn air an lìbhrigeadh as fheàrr a rinn iad riamh 
a thoirt air na dh’ionnsaich iad.  Bidh gàirdeachas is tàmailt 
ann le chèile mar a tha a’ tachairt anns a h-uile fèis farpaiseach, 
ach bu mhath gum biodh a h-uile  neach cuideachd a’ farpais 
an aghaidh an cuid chomasan fhèin agus a’ dèanamh toileachas 
à leasachadh air sin. Ma cheadaicheas aimsir, bhithinn an dùil 
còisirean fhaicinn ‘s a chluinntinn a’ gleusadh thall ‘s a-bhos 

seachad agus gum bheil iad a-nise ri uchd farpaise! Agus ‘s 
neònach mura bi cuideigin an siud ‘s an seo a’ togail ceist mu 
cho-dhùnadh britheamh air choreigin! Dè idir a bha ceàrr air na 
cluasan aige / aice?

Air iomall chùisean bidh gnìomhachas aoigheachd cho trang 
‘s a bha iad riamh agus nach math gun dèan iad deagh chosnadh 
às. Ach bhitheamaid an dòchas nach gabh iad brath air an 
t-suidheachadh le prìsean àrdachadh mar a chunnacas bho àm 
gu àm ann an àitichean eile. Bidh taighean-òsta is taighean-bìdh 
làn agus bhithinn an dòchas gum bi ceòl is aighearachd as gach 
àite. Chan eil teagamh nach eil cùisean gu bhith trang agus tha 
sin a’ ciallachadh gum bheil mòran luchd-obrach gu bhith a’ dol 
mar pheilear am beatha fad na seachdaine agus tha mi ’n dòchas 
gum bi luchd-tadhail a’ Mhòid modhail agus foighidneach 
leotha. Bidh iad uile a’ dèanamh an dìchill gus an t-seirbheis 
as fheàrr a ghabhas a thoirt dhuibh, oir ‘s e amas a’ Chomuinn 
Ghàidhealaich agus a’ Chomataidh Deasachaidh Ionadail gun 
còrd gach mionaid de Mhòd 2011 ri muinntir nan Eilean fhèin 
agus ris na shiùbhlas thuige. Agus nach math am foillseachadh 
às ùr seo dhan Ghàidhlig!

Agus ‘s neònach leam mura tèid aitheamhan de mharagan 
a-mach à Steòrnabhagh an cois na bhios a’ dol dhachaigh le 
cuimhne air deagh Mhòd anns na h-Eileanan an Iar! Mòran 
taing dhuibh uile! 

WHATEVER the outcome of competitions at the 2011 Royal 

hospitality which visitors will enjoyed throughout the week. 
I am also sure that the hard work of organisers was rewarded 

with good memories of the Mòd for visitors and locals alike. 

The local hospitality industry will have worked hard and 

Ailean Caimbeul  
(Allan Campbell )

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Sell-out ceilidhs raise 
£1,500 for good causes

Far travelled: Catherine MacLeod

Cathie flies in from Down 
Under to help out at Mòd

Michael Steele from South UIst won a silver medal in the junior piping, strathspey and reel own 
choice 13-15 years competition. 20_tmod45p4 -3

Bord na Gaidhlig chairman Arthur Cormack welcomes the new 
website at MG Alba’s HQ. 15_tmod32

Barvas School won the own choice under-13 folk groups competition to take the Murdo MacFarlane 
Trophy in An Lanntair. Vice convener of Highland Council’s Gaelic committee, Councillor Biz 

Campbell, also pictured, presented the group with £500 fror ICT equipment from Fujitsu. She 
told The Oban Times: ‘I thoughht they were absolutely amazing. They have a great future ahead 
of them. It says a lot for the future of Gaelic when children can produce a performance like that.’ 

20_tmod43p4 -1

Six-year-old Staffin girl Molly Fox was delighted with her three 
medals from Tuesday; a gold in storytelling, second in her poetry 
recitation and a third in her solo singing. She was also part of the 

winning action song group from Staffin. 15_tmod18p4-7    

North Connel’s Ealasaid 
MacLean had a busy day 

on Tuesday, competing in a 
number of singing and oral 
competitions. 15_tmod22p4-2

Alison Campbell from Erskine won the Kennedy-Fraser Cup 
and The Johanna Fortune Trophy for solo singing, own choice, 

open. Alison, 22, is a probationary physics teacher at St Joseph’s 
Academy in Dumfries and is the daughter of Malcolm and 

Elizabeth Campbell, orginally from Bowmore, Islay. Alison is 
also the grandaughter of Cath and the late Tom Crawford, also 
of Bowmore. Alison told The Oban Times Cath broke her hip in 

a fall recently and is currently recovering in the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital in Paisley. ‘She will be really pleased that I have won this 

for her,’ she said. 20_tmod44p4 -5

Eleven year-old Mairead 
MacSween from Dunkeld 

won the Ronald MacEachan 
Memorial Cup in the girls 11-12 
learners solo singing. Mairead’s 

dad Finlay is from Scalpay, 
Harris and mum Janet is from 
Edinburgh. The family stayed 

with relatives on Scalpay 
during the Mod. The talented 
singer is already a veteran of 

six Mods - despite still being at 
primary school.

20_tmod36p4 - 8

The Rev Alastair Gray from Wick won the FS Cameron-Head 
Memorial Trophy for a prescribed song for fluent Gaelic Speakers. 

Alastair, the minister at Watten Church of Scotland in Wick, 
preached at Lochgilphead Church of Scotland from 1996-2003 

and won The Oban Times Gold Medal in Stornoway in 2001.
20_tmod41p4 -9

Bord na Gaidhlig chairman 
Arthur Cormack, Connemara-
based learner Paul Esselmont 
and Dr Alasdair Allan MSP, 
Minister for Learning and 
Skills (with responsibility for 
Gaelic and Scots) were among 
the speakers welcoming the new 
resource at the launch event at 
MG Alba’s Stornoway HQ.

Dr Allan said: ‘The Scottish 
Government is committed to a 
vibrant and sustainable future 
for Gaelic in Scotland, and with 
recent research showing high lev-
els of interest in where and how 
people can learn the language, 
initiatives like LearnGaelic.net 
must be welcomed.  As a Gaelic 
learner myself, I warmly welcome 
these new resources.’

‘The site should have some-
thing for everyone – beginners, 
youngsters and teachers – and I 
expect it to become an important 
resource in Gaelic education.’

STV weather presenter Sean 
Batty, also a Gaelic learner, 
said: ‘Learners like myself will 

fantastic as there are so many 
learning resources to hand 
which are very well organised 
into categories. 

‘For a learner it’s vital that 

well laid out, otherwise someone 
can lose interest very quickly and 
stop the learning process. 

course to learn Gaelic in my 
local area as there was no one 
place to look and check.

‘My hope is to speak enough 
Gaelic by 2013 so that I can be 
involved in some way when the 
Mòd comes to Paisley. I know 
that this user friendly site will 
really help me learn more out-
side my evening classes and I 
hope that it will encourage more 
people to start on the journey of 
learning our language.’

The website also has details 
on where people keen to learn 
Gaelic on a face-to-face basis 

courses local to them.

Lochaber High School pupil Ally Weir won his poetry competition 
for fluent speakers on Tuesday. 15_tmod24p4-14

This system could give you:
Over £1,000 total benefit per year!
Guaranteed payments for 25 years!
Over 14% return per year!
Tax free & index-linked income!

10 Panel 2.3kW Solar Panel System£6995*
Fully Fitted

Ask for your FREE SOLAR SURVEY and 
see if you could join the hundreds of 
our customers already benefitting 
from a solar power system.   

* Conditions apply. Please ask for details.
Fully MCS accredited company (Reg No: COR/236) 

www.GoSolarNow.co.uk/deal
Tel: 0800 148 8682

Solar Panel
Mega Deal

Hundreds of our installations 
already successfully operating 
throughout Scotland.
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The ‘Sir Arthur Rose’ life-boat for the Tobermory station was recently launched at 
Sandbank. The boat was gifted by Miss Lithgow of Glengorm to the Royal National 

Life-boat Institution, and is to be exhibited at the Empire Exhibition at Glasgow

1938 - The players of Oban Camanachd are surrounded by supporters after winning the Scottish Cup at Mossfield Park

Kintyre, for the extraction of oil from the liver 
of sharks was considered at a meeting of the 
Public Health Committee of Argyll County 
Council at Campbeltown.  The project was 
discussed on a letter from Mr A.T. Watkins, a 
brother of the late Mr H.C. Watkins, the explorer 
and the Committee agreed to recommend that 
permission be granted to Mr Watkins to erect a 
factory on a site at Carradale.  Associated in the 
project with Mr Watkins is Dr Seacombe Hett, 
a London surgeon and noted shark hunter.  Mr 
Watkins stated that he could acquire any of three 
sites at Carradale. The committee recommended 
that the permission to erect the factory should 
be conditional on Mr Watkins making himself 
responsible for the disposal of any carcases of 
sharks which might be washed ashore during the 
experimental stage.

June 1938
HERRING FISHING 

on the Maritime Buildings, Stornoway.  Already 
20 drifters were at sea when the decision of the 
Area Committee to close the port was made and 
these were recalled by wireless.  The reason for 
the step was soon made known.  A telegram 
from Germany had been received, which 
intimated new Fachschaft prices.  These prices 
would render it impossible for the curers, they 

Board is £1 per cran.

August 1938
WOMAN KILLED BY LIGHTENING
Mrs Malcolm Smith, an elderly woman, who 
lived at Valtos in the Uig district of Lewis, was 
killed when her house was struck by lightening.  
The stove near which Mrs Smith had been 
seated was torn from its position and upset.  
In Carloway two people had a narrow escape 
when their house was struck by lightening.  
The chimney head came crashing through the 
roof immediately afterwards. A man who was 
working at the time on the opposite side of the 
road was brought to his knees by the shock, but 
escaped without injury.  Considerable damage 
was done to telephone and telegraph lines in 
Lewis and for a time all means of communica-
tion with the mainland was cut off.

CANNING INDUSTRY FOR MULL
PLans are now well advanced for the introduc-
tion of a canning industry in the Western 
Highlands.  It is intended to utilise large supplies 
of local mutton, lamb, venison, hares, rabbits and 

that vegetable canning may be developed 
subsequently.  The Western Isles Canning 
Company, with headquarters at Tobermory, 
Mull, is being formed shortly with a capital of 
£50,000, the intention being to transform the 
distillery building at Tobermory into a modern 
cannery.  Further, it would ensure much desired 

March 1938
LIFE ON THE ISLAND OF MULL  

with life in rural communities in Scotland is 
being broadcast by the B.B.C. on March 11.  
The programme will be in praise of the Island 
of Mull.  An impression of the life on this 
loveliest of Islands has been devised by Emma 
L. Menzies, wife of the minister at Tobermory, 
where calls every weekday throughout the year 
the steamer “Lochinvar”.  Hugh MacLean, the 
pilot of this small link between Mull and the 
mainland, will tell of his life and what queer 
cargoes he sometimes carries.  A crofter, Archie 
MacNeill, will say something of his solitary 
but never lonely life on his croft.  A shepherd, 
too, will add his few words to paint the pastoral 
scene.  Then there is Donald Robertson, who, 
like his father and grandfather before him, is a 

some twenty miles to the west of the Island of 
Mull and the season is now just about to begin.  
“Being an Inn-Keeper in Tobermory is not so 
quiet a life as many might think,” says Duncan 
McLeod and those who listen-in will agree.  And 
to be a postman on the island is not so quiet an 
existence as might be supposed; times, however, 
have changed since the days of Peggie Post, an 
old woman who died in Tobermory only a few 
months ago.  Her grandfather, Callum ‘Post’, was 
then one of two postmen on the Island.  Today 
there are twenty-three.

TRAWLER WRECKED AT ISLAY 
The Fleetwood trawler Exmouth was wrecked 
off Smaull Point, near Kilchoman, Islay, about 
four o’clock on Wednesday morning.  Eight of 
the crew were saved but the boatswain, second 

BULL LOOSE AT BALLACHULISH.
Some excitement prevailed at Ballachulish on 
Thursday when a large bull, which was being 
taken to a farm in Glencoe, broke loose.  The 
animal, bought at the Oban sales, was conveyed 
to Ballachulish by train and escorted out of 
the station by three local men.  After passing 
through the Arches the animal took sudden 
fright, broke free and dashed down the road, 
the drovers vainly trying to stop it and at the 

there was no one in the way of the charging 
animal.  It left the road and plunged down a 
steep embankment into Loch Leven.  Swimming 
strongly it got halfway across to the burial island 
of Saint Munda, but there was a strong wind and 
sea against it and the bull was gradually forced 
back towards the beach, where it struggled 
ashore thoroughly exhausted.  It was recaptured 
and taken safely to Glencoe.

April 1938
QUARRIES TO RE-OPEN
The slate and white quartzite quarries at North 
Ballachulish, which have been idle since 
the beginning of the winter, will shortly be 
re-opened.  The quarries are owned by the 
Scottish Slate and White Quartzite Quarries 
Ltd., and the manager at North Ballachulish is 
Mr Peter Deas who was formerly with the Perth 
Quarry Company.  Last April an agreement was 
completed between Cameron of Locheil and 
the company whereby the latter took a lease of 
the white quartzite quarry lying between North 
Ballachulish and Onich, for a period of 21 years.  
A new quartzite quarry is now to be opened near 
the slate quarry.   When the company began 
operations it was their intention to produce 
about 2,000 ton of white quartzite per week and 

understood that the company are contemplating 
building a pier at Onich from which to ship the 
slates and quartzite.

NORTH UIST AERODROME EXTENSIONS

North Uist, are expected to be completed this 
week and the new runways from the north to 
south will extend to approximately half a mile.  

main Lochmaddy-Locheport road and alterations 
have also been carried out to the buildings on the 
aerodrome.  Hangar accommodation for several 
air liners, oil and petrol stores, waiting room and 

use of the staff during the summer, have been 

May 1938
Shark oil – proposed factory in Kintyre 
The proposal to establish a factory at Carradale, 

employment in Mull and district.

SPEAN BRIDGE HOTEL FIRE 

Hotel on Tuesday evening and before it was 
under control the west wing and most of the roof 
were destroyed.  Alternative accommodation had 
to be found for a number of guests.

September 1938
DESTRUCTIVE FARM FIRE IN KINTYRE 

morning last to the steading of the Duke of 
Argyll’s home farm at Ballymeanach, near 
Campbeltown.  A large part of the steading was 
destroyed and damage was also done to part of 
the farmhouse.

BOAT LEAVES FOR GANNET ISLAND 
Ten crofters left Skigersta, Ness, on the north 
east coast of Lewis, last week, in the sailing skiff 
“Peaceful” to catch two thousand young gannets 
on the rocky islet of Sula Sgeir.  The birds when 
pickled are considered a great delicacy in certain 
parts of Lewis and many are exported each year 
to natives living abroad.

October 1938
NEW BALLACHULISH-CONNEL ROAD
Work has started on the Ballachulish-Connel 
road.  The contractors are Messrs. Carmichael, 
Edinburgh.  This section extends from halfway 
between Tayfuirst and the Arches at Ballachulish 
to Creagan, a distance of about 17 miles.  New 
road sections will be made at Glaichantober and 
the low road from the oak tree at the railway 
station to the West Slate Quarries.  A new bridge 
will be erected on the River Laroch, near the 
present iron bridge and bridges made to carry the 
road over West Slate Quarries exit.

November 1938
FIRE AT DUNVEGAN CASTLE
While a snow storm raged on Tuesday over 

destroyed the South wing of Dunvegan Castle, 
the historic seat of the MacLeods in Skye.  The 

by Christina Bathgate, head housemaid and at 
present caretaker of the castle, who saw smoke in 
the south wing. 

to Dugald MacLeod, estate worker.  MacLeod 
ran down the narrow road to the village and 
informed the girl in the village telephone 
exchange who immediately plugged in on every 
island line and sounded the call.  

hundred cars hurried from all parts of the island, 
with policeman, plumbers, joiners, roadmen 
and others.  Neighbouring crofters also sent to 

extinguishers.
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The Locheil, a new motorship which was launched last week from the Dumbarton yard 
of Denny Bros., for Messrs David MacBrayne Ltd. The vessel will displace the Pioneer on 

the West Loch Tarbert- Islay service at an early date.

January 1939
Lochaber bid for aerodrome 
Lochaber District Council on Tuesday appointed 
a sub-committee to confer with Fort William 
Town Council on the question of providing an 
aerodrome at Lochaber.  Rev. Dr Mackinnon, 
who suggested the conference, said that the 
Lochaber people were denied the privilege of 
making use of the modern means of transport.  

Renfrew and the Western Isles stopping at 
Lochaber. 

Kinlochleven’s direct trade with U.S. 

to Kinlochleven berthed at Inverlochy Pier at 
the beginning of the week.  She was the Danish 
tramp steamer “Samso” (861 tons) from Port 

March 1939
Farms sold for forestry  
The enormous acquisition of land by the Forestry 
Commission was referred to in the columns of 
the “Oban Times” last week.  We now learn that 
ten farms on the Poltalloch Estate have been 
purchased by the Commission.  These farms, 
mostly sheep grazings, are grouped in an affor-
estation scheme, which will come into operation 
this year.  The portion of the Estate, which has 

Duchernan, Torbhlaren, Leckuary, Fernoch, 
Knockalva and Glasvaar.  It is also freely 
rumoured that another estate on Lochaweside is 
being taken over for afforestation.

May 1939
New Pass of Brander-Oban Road 

nearly three years to construct, the new main 

Oban this summer.  

June 1939
New Onich Pier 

district, of Southern Inverness-shire takes place 

pier newly constructed by Scottish Slates and 
White Quartzite Quarries Limited will berth.  

Irvine.  The new pier, situated opposite the old 

Linnhe, is an open piled timber jetty 97 feet in 

feet width.  The quarries are at present meeting 
an overwhelming demand for quartzite for 
roadwork.  Quartzite gives a pure white surface, 
which makes for safer driving, especially at 
night. 

Fire at Ben Nevis hostel

much patronised by hikers and mountaineers 
in the Lochaber district, was totally destroyed 

was almost entirely constructed of wood and 

could be summoned. 

July 1939
Forty thousand kilts ordered 

clothing equipment contracts will go to Scottish 

kind placed since the war, is estimated to be 

New industry at Swordle, Ardnamurchan 

of limestone on the farm of Swordle on the 

initiate a scheme for quarrying and converting 
the stone into ground lime to be used as a 
fertiliser for arable and hill ground.  

Record entry for Lorn Agricultural Show 

last year.  Increases have been noted in stock, in 
the sheep and horse sections and in the section 
for dairy produce, baking and preserves. 

Barra talks to America

on July 13 was put to a supreme test on Friday 

carried on easily, both parties hearing the other 
quite distinctly.

August 1939
Lochavich telephone

by the general public at Lochavich.  Full trunk 
telephone facilities will be available with 
continuous service.  Certain telegraph and postal 
facilities, as indicated in the telephone directory, 

Hesperus leaves for last time

which sailed on Thursday from Oban for the last 
time.  She is to be replaced in the service by a 
new diesel engine vessel of the same name.  It 
was with a feeling of regret that one heard the 

to leave on Wednesday last week an emergency 
call to Skerryvore Lighthouse prevented her 

sounding and rockets booming she bade her 
farewell to Oban.  For forty years the “Hesperus” 
has been providing the lighthouse men, on their 
lone outlook rocks, with their necessities and 
keeping the buoys in order in the straits and 

share of danger and adventure in the long and 
wild stretch of sea between Skye and the Isle of 
Man.  

September 1939
Glasgow liner sunk by German submarine 

for Canada, was sunk without warning, some 

unknown number of those on board were killed 

-

Southern Cross, belonging to Mr Wenner-Green, 

attempt to destroy her wireless.

Evacuated children in Argyll. 

evacuated from Glasgow to various parts of 

billeted throughout the country.  In most cases 

1939

the children were accompanied by their mothers 
and were under the supervision of schoolteachers 
and voluntary helpers.  They were met at the 
railway stations along the line by the local 

receiving their rations they were taken by private 
cars to their new homes.  Private houses and 
hotels were thrown open to receive them, but a 
great deal of inconvenience and hardship has 

whom accommodation had to be found.  

October 1939
Bonawe blast

workmen employed for about two years.  The 
blast was not of the huge dimensions of some of 
the preceding ones and did not necessitate the 

gunpowder were used.

November 1939
Sphagnum moss depot in Oban 

surrounding district have been busily engaged 
for some time in preparing sphagnum moss 
dressings and they meet for this work every 

Saturday.  The Oban depot, which constitutes 
the headquarters of the organisation, is under 

from various parts of the county have been 
interested in watching how the moss dressings 

charge of the depot, is kept busy in lecturing and 
attending to correspondence.  In her absence Mrs 
Macallister, mother of Mr Ranald S. Macallister, 

in her efforts and the various members have also 
performed useful service.

The Red Cross Depot in Oban
To the credit of Mrs MacDougall of MacDougall, 
Dunollie and her committee, over a thousand 
comforts have been received at the Red Cross 
Depot in the Royal Highland Yacht Club, Oban, 
up till Tuesday of this week.  This is the result of 
the untiring endeavour of the many organisa-
tions, work parties and individuals, who are 
devoting their activities to the work.  Included 

rest is made up from wool and other material 
supplied for distribution by the depot.  Oban 
is the distribution and receiving centre for the 

available so far are for Lorn. 

November 1939
Advertising pays
The value of advertising in the Oban Times is 

Merchants, Oban, who are regular advertisers 
in our columns.  Our representative had the 
opportunity of inspecting a huge batch of orders 

and all over England and, of course, Scotland, 

ling, salt saith, etc.

1940
February 1940
Trawler lost with all hands

-
vivors of the Dutch tanker “Sliedrecht” from an 

the Fleetwood trawler “Merisia” lost their lives 
during the week-end when their vessel went on 

Man. The rescue of the Dutchmen took place off 

had been adrift in an open boat for seven and 
a half days after their ship had been sunk by a 

they were buffeted by high winds and rough 

when they were picked up by the trawler.  Unable 
to stand, they had to be lifted out of their boat 
by the trawler men who brought them to the 
Hebridean village where they were attended by 
a doctor.  

Challenge from sentries warning

that in various localities sentries are posted to 
guard vulnerable points. These sentries have 

event of the challenge not being answered.

avoid any military point at which a sentry is 
known to be posted.

April 1940
The MacQuarrie tomb in Mull

Wales, to provide for the restoration and 
maintenance of the tomb of Major-General 

at Gruline, Isle of Mull, and is reported to be in 
a deplorable state. Major-General MacQuarrie 

determination, humanity and constructive 
statesmanship, he left an indelible stamp upon 

built for the future and did more than any other 
Governor to bring his adopted country into the 
forefront.

June 1940
Parachute troops warning

other hill workers are reminded in an announce-
ment issued on Wednesday of the possibility that 
the Enemy may attempt to land Parachute Troops 

asked how they could most quickly report any 
such movements to the authorities or military.

Proposed New Pier at Castlebay, Barra
-

proved by Inverness County Council’s Engineers 
have been approved by the Roads Committee, 
after discussion with shipping companies, who 

Dunkirk

by the Prime Minister, Mr Churchhill, when he 
told the House of Commons on Tuesday of the 

disclosed that when he spoke to the House a 
week before he feared that the “whole root and 

to perish or be led into ignominious captivity.  

might be re-embarked.

Oban Comforts Depot

received, also small personal comforts and wool 
is given out for making articles on Wednesday 

and necessary information will be given on 
application to Miss MacDougall of MacDougall, 

Funds are urgently needed to carry on the work 

Oban for the reception of small gifts for the 
men on active service, and it is hoped that 
people when buying small essential comforts 

of gifts.  In addition to socks or knitted articles 

shaving soap and brushes, toilet soap, razors, 
razor blades(if possible with 3 holes, so that 

or powder, foot powder, boracic ointment and 
powder, khaki or dull-coloured hankerchiefs, 
writing pads, playing cards, chocolate, or sweets 
in tins.In response to an appeal for small gifts of 
personal necessities for the men evacuated from 
Dunkirk, well over a thousand of such comforts 
were despatched from this Depot last week, and 
grateful thanks are due to the many kind donors 
who made it possible to respond at once to the 
appeal, which has been so greatly appreciated 
by the men.

July 1940
Major Neil Mackinnon, WS

well-known townsman appears in the list of 

by his eminent uncle, Donald MacKinnon, who 
was also Procurator-Fiscal.  His father is Major 

particularly important relations with Skye and 

Identity cards must be carried
Persons over the age of 16 are reminded by 
the Ministry of Health that they should carry 
their identity card, and be ready to show it, on 
demand, to a policeman, soldier, sailor, airman, 
or member of the Home Guard in uniform on 
duty.  Failure to produce the identity card at a 

August 1940
Borne home on Atlantic waves
The body of Trooper William Colquhoun, Lovat 

Hebrides.  His remains were washed ashore close 
to his birthplace, last week.

October 1940
An Elephant ashore

wreckage has been cast up on the beaches, and 
has supplied, to many crofters, a good amount 
of fuel for the winter.  In some cases foodstuffs, 
as well as bananas, apples and oranges have 
come ashore. On one of the Inner Islands, what 

by most of the islanders, was the carcase of an 
elephant.  

November 1940

the night and well into the following day.  



3
1941

The Maid of Glencoe, the Ballachulish ferry boat of 1939 sets off from the slipway 

January 1941
Body found on Colonsay
The body of a man fully dressed in a foreign 
captain’s uniform, has been washed ashore at 

the body appeared to be only a short time in the 
water.  The remains were interred in Kilchattan 
Cemetery.  Rev. Duncan McNeill, Church of 
Scotland, conducting the service.

Fire at Kinlochleven

on New Year’s morning, which destroyed one 
dwelling house and seriously damaged another, 
adjoining it.  The house, No. 1 Riverside Road 
was occupied by Mr and Mrs William Black, 
three of their family and four lodgers.  

February 1941
Call up
The new call-up – Young men between the 
ages of 18 and 19 and men between 37 and 40 
are to register for military service under a new 
Royal proclamation.  The new proclamation is 

March 1941
Sir Harry Lauder in Oban 
An entertainment of exceptional interest takes 
place this afternoon (Thursday) in the Playhouse.  
Sir Harry Lauder has kindly agreed to appear 
on behalf of the Argyll and Isles Oban Times 

Lauder’s talent as Scottish Comedian, vocalist 
and humorist is known and acknowledged all 
over the world and it is a generous gesture on his 
part to come to Oban and freely give his valued 
services on this occasion.

May 1941
Glenborrodale holiday camp

of the 50,000 acre estate of Ardnamurchan, 
it is stated, has devised a scheme for utilising 
Glenborrodale Castle as a holiday rest home 

have remained at their posts in centres subject to 
indiscriminate bombing attacks.

August 1941
Whisky from wreck 
An interesting story lies behind a series of 
court cases heard recently in Lochmaddy 
Sheriff Court, where a number of crofters were 
sentenced to terms of imprisonment up to two 
months for offences against the Excise laws.  
Last winter a British merchant seaman was 
wrecked on a reef off the Island of Eriskay.  Her 
cargo included several thousand cases of the 
best Scotch whisky intended for the American 
market.  When news of the shipwreck spread, 
boats went prospecting from the islands round 
about, even from as far south as Tobermory 
and large consignments of the whisky were 
hidden in barns and byres along the coast.  Some 
crofters buried bottles in their crofts and sowed 
the oats over the top of them.  But there was too 
much whisky in circulation for it “to remain 

of the abounding hospitality of the Isles and 
travellers carried news of whisky like nectar, 
mellow and long matures, changing hands at 5s 
a bottle.  Then the Ministry of Shipping and the 
Customs authorities got to hear of it.  A night 
watchman was placed on the wreck and there 
was a comb-out in the Isles for “contraband.”  
The Lochmaddy Court cases proved the sequel 
to the enquiry.

November 1941
Chinese bank notes washed ashore at Lewis 
A box which was found to contain 50,000 
Chinese Yuan notes was recently washed ashore 
on the west coast of Lewis.  The notes are issued 

of sheep and cows.  Most of the notes, in bundles 

police and coastguards.  A few thousand of the 
notes were also washed ashore on the North 
Norfolk coast.

Fire at Inverawe Home Farm

The steading, including two byres and two 
barns, were completely destroyed and only a 

saved the two dwelling houses of the farm.  Over 
16 tons of the recently garnered season’s crop of 

January 1942
Bravery in raid over Brest harbour
An unproclaimed war hero, slipped quietly into 
Oban, last week, to spend a few days leave at his 
home.  Sergt. Air-gunner Archie Gillies, 9 Miller 
Road, Oban, was awarded the Distinguished 

about it.  Up to the time he came on leave, even 

duties. 

MacBrayne’s new bus station at Glasgow 
Messrs. David MacBrayne Ltd opened a new 
bus station on Monday last at Road Transport 
House, Broomielaw, Glasgow, for passengers 
on the Inveraray, Lochfyneside, Lochgilphead, 
Ardrishaig, Tarbert and Campbeltown routes.  

March 1942
The death of “Alick” at Tobermory
The oldest horse or pony known for many 
years in the West Highlands and probably on 
the mainland has just died in Tobermory.  He 
was known to all and sundry in the Tobermory 
district by the familiar name of “Alick.”  He 
was calculated to be about 45 years old by one 
who remembered his arrival in Tobermory.  Of 
Icelandic breed, this class of animal was noted 
for their hardihood and “Alick” undoubtedly was 
a good specimen.

April 1942
Lifeboat gallantry at Campbeltown
The British Empire Medal has been awarded 
to James Thomson, coxswain, Campbeltown 
lifeboat (Royal National Lifeboat Institution).
A motor vessel grounded on a dangerous coast.  

Some of the many WRNS who were stationed at Raasay Lodge, Oban in 1942 

1942

In face of increasing wind and sea Coxswain 
Thomson took the lifeboat 25 miles to the scene 
of the wreck.  In spite of damage to the rudder, 
he got the boat round the stern of the helpless 
ship to the inshore side and rescued all on board.  
On the return journey the engine broke down 
and the lifeboat had to be put under sail.  The 

-

May 1942
Fire at Corrour Lodge 
Corrour Lodge, the Highland home of Sir John 
Stirling-Maxwell, of Pollok, at the head of Loch 

July 1942
Leverburgh Pier, Harris 
An offer to sell Leverburgh Pier, Harris, to 
Inverness County Council has been received 

Harris District Council have recommended to 
the County Council that they should take it over.  
When the offer was considered by the Property 
and Works Committee a report from the Harris 
District Surveyor was read stating that the 
pier was constructed in 1925 by the late Lord 
Leverhulme.  

December 1942
Oban/Glasgow train service  via Crianlarich
At the request of Oban Town Council, Major Mc-
Callum, M.P. for Argyll, has taken up with the 
Right Hon. Lord Leathers, Minister of Transport, 
the question of the possibility of facilities being 
granted for railway travelling to Glasgow from 
Oban by way of Crianlarich instead of as at 
present, by Callander and Stirling.

January 1944
Electrical power and telephones 

the application of some farmers in a particular 
district for telephone communication, because 
there was not a reasonable amount of custom 
to be obtained.  This refusal, even to a sparsely 
populated district is to be regretted, because 

of equal terms for all.  If an immediate paying 
return for Government service is to be the 

to the Highland population may be far distant.

March 1944
Ben Nevis railway  
Lochaber Council heard a motion in name of 
ex-Provost Shaw – “That this Council consider 
and resolve as to the advisability of taking steps 
for arrangements being made for the provision 
of a railway to the summit of Ben Nevis.”  
Speaking to his motion, ex-Provost Shaw said 
that the question of a railway to the top of Ben 
Nevis had been before the Council many times, 
but at the present moment he thought there was 
every chance of this proposal going through if it 
were put to the proper quarter and, he thought, 
would be a great success.

April 1944
South Uist, Benbecula and Eriska sold 
The islands of South Uist, Benbecula and Eriska 
have been purchased from Cathcart Trustees 
by Mr H.A. Ardreae, the well-known banker 
and yachtsman, who bought the racing yacht 
“Endeavour” from Mr T. Sopwith.  The sale was 
negotiated by Messrs Jackson, Stops & Staff, 
Leeds.  The price has not been disclosed. The 
property includes Grogarry Lodge, the farm of 
Grogarry, several houses and other buildings, 
57 townships divided into three districts and 
comprising 1200 crofts averaging 20 to 80 acres 

been on the market since 1838 when they were 
purchased by Colonel Gordon of Cluny from 
MacDonald of Clan Ranald.

May 1944
Huge blast at Bonawe 
Two huge blasts took place at Bonawe Quarries 
on Tuesday afternoon when about ten tons of 

The powder was in two tunnels, one about 50 
feet in length and the other about 45 feet.  At 
the end of each of these tunnels was a special 
chamber in which the charges of gunpowder 
were placed and the hard task of the men in 
cutting these tunnels from the solid granite took 
nearly two years.

Proposed technical college for Highlands 
The Inverness Trades and Labour Council have 
issued a memorandum on the need for an adult 
college in the highlands.  The memorandum 
had been prepared at the request of the Special 
Committee, on Technical Education, which was 

1944

set up a short time ago by the Advisory Council 
on Education in Scotland.  The hydroelectric 
development scheme, it states, points the way.  
There is the possibility of the Highlands catching 
up with the economic advantages, which have 
hitherto been exclusive to the South.

June 1944

The bodies of ten airmen who lost their lives 

Kilda were buried at sea from an Admiralty 
trawler.  The service was conducted by Rev. 
Lachlan MacLeod, of St Columba’s Church of 
Scotland, Stornoway.  The crashed plane was 
found at the summit of an 800-foot hill with the 
ten bodies scattered round the wreckage.  The 
bodies were carried down to a jetty by bearer 

of the plane were New Zealanders, the others 
were English.

July 1944
Brave rescue by crew of Barra lifeboat 
An interesting function took place in Castlebay 
Church Hall on June 29 when, in presence of 
a large audience representative of all parts of 
Barra and Vatersay, the silver medal of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution was presented to 
Coxswain Murdo Sinclair of the Barra lifeboat, 
for great skill and daring in rescuing 15 members 
of the crew of a steamer wrecked off the Skye 
coast last year.

October 1944
Death of an Oban cave dweller 
With the death of John MacDougall MacIntyre, 
which took place on Monday at the West 
Highland Rest, there has passed an old Oban 
worthy who was more familiarly known as 
“Dick Cotan.”  “Dick,” who was 67 years of 
age, was one of the last of a band of inshore 

who possessed unrivalled knowledge of coastal 
waters of the West Highlands.  During most of 
his life he made his abode in a cave at Gallanach, 
where for a period he had as companions a tame 
sheep and a cat.

November 1944
Landslide stops train at Glen Ogle.  
Last Sunday the train from Glasgow for Oban 
reached the dangerous part of the line between 
Glen Ogle and Balquidder a landslide took 
place and before the train could be stopped the 
engine had crashed into the debris and the front 
wheels were derailed.  There is a drop of several 
hundred feet at the spot and the situation is very 
exposed in rough weather.  Luckily the train was 
pulling uphill, which facilitated its being brought 
to a stop quickly and it is understood no injury 
was sustained by any of the passengers.  

December 1944
Lifeboat rescues 19 men near Jura.  
The crew of 19 of a small craft which ran 
aground of a reef off Black Rock, about 500 
yards from the mainland of Jura, at the southern 
ends of the Sound of Islay, were rescued by the 
crew of the Port Askaig lifeboat, despite heavy 
seas and violent squalls.  After considerable 

craft.
1945

January 1945
Severe snowstorms in Lochaber. 
Not for many years has Lochaber experienced 
anything like the snowstorms of the past 
fortnight. Glenroy and Kilmonivaig, where 14 
inches of snow fell, suffered severely.  Crofters 
had to hand feed and water their beasts and 
they themselves were cut off from the outside 

impassable and several lorries sent to clear it 
were stuck in the snow.

April 1945
Hydro-Electric Projects.  
Twenty-seven objections against Tummel-Garry 
project of the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board’s Constructional Scheme No. 2 and one 
objection (by the Ross and Cromarty County 
Council) against the Gairloch project have been 
lodged with the Secretary of State for Scotland.  

published.  This is situated in Ross-shire and it is 

by a tunnel and pipeline to a power station at 
Grudie Bridge in Strath Bran.  

May 1945
The Prime Ministers Broadcast 
 In accordance with arrangements between the 

the end of the war was broadcast by Mr Winston 
Churchill at three o’clock on Tuesday afternoon.  
The Prime Minister said:- “Yesterday morning at 
2.41 a.m. at General Eisenhower’s headquarters 
General Gustav Jodl, the representative of the 
German High Command and Grand Admiral 
Doenitz, the designated head of the German 
state, signed the act of unconditional surrender 
of all German land, sea and air forces in Europe 

-
neously to the Soviet High Command.  General 
Bedell Smith, Chief of Staff of the United States 

document on behalf of the Supreme Commander 

Suslapatov signed on behalf of the Russian High 

Tedder, Deputy Chief Commander of the Allied 

will sign on behalf of General Eisenhower and 
General Zukow on behalf of the Soviet High 
Command and the German representatives 

Command and the Commander in Chief of the 

on Tuesday.”

May 1945
V.E. Day in Oban 
There was considerable dubiety in Oban, like 
other centres throughout the country, in regard 

o’clock on Monday evening that it was made 

victory were to be observed on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  The celebration of VE Day began 
in the town on Tuesday afternoon and a number 
of the shops remained open in the forenoon.  

were displayed in George Street, the principal 
thoroughfare, on Monday evening.  More decora-
tions were introduced on Tuesday forenoon when 

There was a bright display of colour at the couth 

to side of the thoroughfare.  At noon on Tuesday, 
recordings were taken of the Oban Pipe Band 
by a BBC recording van, which arrived in the 
town on the previous day.  Various selections 
were played by the band, which was about half 
its previous strength, many of the members 
being in the forces or prisoners of war.  The 
Ceilidh choir of the local branch of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach recorded songs for the BBC in 
the Masonic Hall later in the day.  A service of 
praise and thanksgiving was held in Oban Old 
Parish Church at eleven o’clock on Wednesday, 
the various Church of Scotland ministers in the 
town taking part.
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March 1944
Diary of the War 
Events from day to day 

Thursday, March 30.  
Some damage and a small number of casualties were reported following slight enemy 
activity over East and Southeast England, including the London area this evening when 
bombs were dropped.  Halifaxes and Lancasters of Bomber Command fought their way 

Warned by the complete destruction of almost the whole administrative and commercial 

losses for a night operation and 94 bombers are missing.  Other aircraft raided targets in 

to leave its hiding places for decisive battles, according to naval observers in Washington.  

Friday March 31.  

stated that these groups were being engaged by our forces who were ready for such a move.

Command is desperately trying to rectify the situation.

damaged.

June 1945
North Uist sold

and has a population of slightly less than 3,000.  

July 1945
Shipyard closes

over 100 in number, were assembled in the 

said, the yard, which had been in operation for 
over four years, had necessarily closed and he 

part they had played in helping to terminate the 
submarine warfare.

September 1945
Fire at Kinlochleven Aluminium Works. 

and the contents, which included pitch and tar 

machinery, were destroyed.

October 1945

greatly interested in the enterprise and there 

Tobermory.

Island of Ulva sold 

purchaser, we understand, is Baron Congleton, 

and his family, having been sold to them by the 

Estates of Balmacaan and Abriachan 

are advertised to be sold in lots – croft by croft, 
farm by farm, house and feu stances, each one 
on its own.  The Estate includes nearly the 

– one of the most fertile and lovely valleys of the 

with about 16 miles frontage to the Loch.  The 
ancient deer forest of Balmacaan, the mansion 

farms and an equal number of house sites, feus 
and stances.  The tenants, many of whom have 
been there generations, will be given every 
opportunity to acquire their holdings.

The first ploughing match since the beginning of the present war was held at Gorsten Farm, Auchnacraig, Mull and the event was of great general interest in the district. 
Taking part and pictured above are: J Campbell, Gorsten Farm; W Cleaver, Corrie; D Gilchrist, Ardachoirc; D MacArthur, Kilpatrick; A MacIntyre, Ardnadrochit; R MacColl, Torosay; R 

MacGillivray, Lettermore; and D MacLean, Derryguaig.

Front for the folks back home.

County, has lodged a petition against the 

Council have submitted to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland to enable them to bring into 

the entire domestic and industrial needs of the 

be put out for public hearing by the Scottish 

to supply water for industry to the town and as 

at Crosshill has expired, he has demanded 
from last May that the town pay him a rental 

the local distilleries and a large part of the 

payment by the town for the domestic use of 
this water supply.  The Town Council, on the 
recommendation of their Water Committee, have 

the outright purchase of the reservoir, provided 

outright purchase of the reservoir was one that 
the town should provide him and his successors 
for all time with supplies of water to certain of 
his premises and farms, and that this be given 
free of charge, whether by way of assessment or 
otherwise.

has been partly solved by the acquisition 

repairing and the village had the usual amenities 
of a modern community, including roads, water 
supply, telephones, electricity, a village hall and 
medical clinics, etc.

December 1945

years appeared in the harbour of Wednesday 

master, the ship was piloted into the bay by Mrs 

port.

on which they intend to build houses.  Having 

the area around Stornoway airport, which was 

the British Legion, but they were passed from 

never get land or houses.  They intend to build 
temporary houses meantime and hope to get 

later on for the building of permanent houses.  
The men stated that they were all living on 

houses.

MR ALEXANDER MACVICAR
Mr Alexander MacVicar, Cumbernauld 

Cottage, Pilot Street, Dunoon, who 
reached the age of 90 in August. He was 

the town crier in Oban from 1904 to 1925, 
when he retired, and has been living with 

his daughter in Dunoon.

January 1946
Woollen industry proposed for Oban 

the war was one of the brightest features of the 

year, before wartime controls began to restrict 
the output, the Harris Tweed industry in the 

cloth. 

February 1946
Hydro Distribution Scheme to include Skye 

Scotland Hydro Electric Board had published 

connection by submarine cable to the Lochalsh 

act as a standby to the other.  Supplies of 
electricity may be available in some districts, 

diesel plant until the hydro station is completed.  

1946
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March 1946
Fire at Bonawe

Export of Highland cattle to Peru.  

March 1946
Awarded Red Cross honour.  

May 1946
Ballachulish permanent houses. 

June 1946
Fall of rock in Argyll quarry.  

July 1946
The Alginate Industries Ltd. 

Factory for Benbecula

Seaweed processing in South Uist. 

September 1946
Landing craft as Easdale Island ferry boat. 

  

The  crew of the paddle-steamer Pioneer which sailed between West loch Tarbert and 
Islay and Jura until 1939 when the Lochiel took over the route

The pupils of Kerrera School in 1931 - Back Row - Margaret Leslie, Anna Livingstone, 
Anne MacKenzie, Elizabeth Leslie and Hugh MacBeth. Front Row - Alex Leslie, Laura 
Leslie, Henry Leslie, Alistair Livingstone, Mary MacKenzie and Rebecca MacKenzie.

September 1946

January 1947
Dhu Heartach men taken off.  

February 1947
Trawler picks up mine.  

March 1947
Fire at Kilbrandon Parish church.  

Fort William Distillery closing

1947

April 1947

£5000 disappeared in Post. 

May 1947
Boom in emigration.  

Bull for Argentina

July 1947
Macaulay Cup Final.  

August 1947

October 1947
Argyll offers Highland cattle 

Seaweed factories being reduced.

Historic Flag.  
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Argyll’s Hollow Mountain begins
July 1957
Awe Hydro Electric Scheme
The North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board 
published today (Thursday) their Awe 
project(Construction Scheme No 28) which 
includes provision for the construction of the 

development in Scotland. The scheme proposes 

River Awe catchment area.  The development 
will be in three sections – Inverawe, Cruachan 
and Nant.  The Cruachan includes the pump stor-

December 1959
Mammoth Loch Awe Project taking shape

Loch Awe project of the North of Scotland Hy-

-
ment and the pool of labour now available locally 

– and the contractors say they would be happy to 
recruit it mainly from local sources.
The Loch Awe project has three sections – the 

Scheme and the smaller Nant Scheme.  An 

erected.  For the considerable number of civil 

Contracts for the Inverawe power station and the 

about four years to complete.

Awe Project will be the Crunachy Pump 

embodies the construction of a road up the 

cleared, and culverts built as a preliminary to 

-

Swiss mountain passes.  The road will have a 

An immense affair
This dam will be an immense affair – a wall 

the natural catchment area in Corriecruachan, 
plus diverted water – by means of small tunnels 
or pipe lines – from rivers Noe and Liever.

– will be one of the wonders of the project.  A 

and with an approach tunnel from the Pass of 

the waters from the dam are drawn into the 

production of electricity, and then released into 

always a surplus of electricity, power is switched 

Lifts

station to the dam. One feature of the entire 
project will be the almost complete absence of 

power station (not far from the Falls of Cru-

as possible and Inverawe power house will have 

tunnel at the Inverawe side and convenient to the 

be completely concealed the dump, levelled off 

November 1960
Britain’s biggest tunnel now 1,000 feet into 
Ben Cruachan

artery of communication for the tunnellers now 

the beauty of Brander or the sylvan charm of 
Loch Etiveside.  In fact, in the evolution of this 

of a face-lift.

the project which is of a three-fold nature and 
includes the Inverawe scheme, a conventional 

the Kilchrenan area, the smallest of the three.

the tremendous output of electricity which will 
come from these three sources.  Inverawe will 

1960 - Above and below ground the work goes on ceaselessly on the Loch Awe Hyrdo 
Project which is scheduled for completion by 1965. Top right- An electric locomotive 

shuttles men and supplies from the tunnel face of the Inverawe section. Top left - a 10 
ton crane lifts the spoil from the tunnelling. Middle right - the entrance to the tunnel 
with its double rail track. Middle left - a six ton bucket of spoil ready to tip into one of 
Wimpey’s giant trucks. Bottom left - once on the surface the rock is fed into a crusher 
ready to be re-used for road surfacing. Bottom right -  some of the workforce - shift 

foreman John Lawrie from Killin prepares to ‘tamp - in explosives - while tunnellers on a 
elevated face keep up the pace.

easy to appreciate.

Here to the eyes of the layman, there is visual 

involved the complete reconstruction of the 

station.
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with Britain’s biggest tunnel
1960
Three-point tunnel thrust
When a £24million hydro-electric scheme 
is under construction one might expect the 
countryside to be scarred, if not mutilated, and 
road communication to be handicapped, if not 
brought to a snail’s pace.  But, beyond a few 
installations in the Crunachy area there is little 
to show that the mammoth Loch Awe project 
of the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board 
is now taking shape.
Yet, although spectacular manifestation of 
progress towards its completion date in 1965 is 
not there for the eye of the passing traveller to 
record, the scheme proceeds steadily on a well 

Tunnellers are now drilling their way right 
into the heart of mighty Ben Cruachan from 
three directions.  Near the skyline over St 

feet above, can be picked out by binoculars, 
clawing out of the mountain a new roadway 

have actually pushed the River Awe out of its 
bed and into a diversion channel. These are, 
perhaps, the more obvious advances in the 
last six months but in other directions, the 
huge scheme is developing.  The Loch Awe 
project is of a three-fold nature – The Inverawe 
scheme which is a conventional hydro-power 

per annum; the Cruachan pumped storage to 

in the Kilchrenan area, to give 27 million 
units.

outline of what our reporter found on his visit 
the other day.  The site of the power station at 
Inverawe has been gouged out of solid rock 

immense amphitheatre and at its foot men are 
preparing the foundations for the giant turbine.  
The main tunnel is a spectacular affair.  It is 
considered to be the biggest hydro-tunnel in 
Britain and will be 23feet 6 inches in diameter, 
big enough to take a couple of double-decker 
buses side by side and leave a lot of head 
room!  
About 2 miles from the present tunnel face 
is the site of the barrage on the River Awe to 
which this main tunnel will be linked.  The 
barrage will be more modest looking than 
the usual dam and will not be higher than the 
present road level.  On the bottom it will be 

feet long.  Adjacent to the barrage will be the 
tunnel entrance through which the water will 
race to Inverawe power house.  Excavations 
for this intake shaft are now under way and as 
the rock hereabouts has not been found to be of 

has been reinforced with segmental pre-cast 
concrete blocks. 

December 1962
Inverawe section will be on the grid by late 
1963
First dividend from the £23½million invest-
ment in the gigantic Awe Hydro Electricity 
project should materialise towards the end of 

sized town – should be passing into the grid.

three main phases of the Awe project promoted 
by North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board 
– the Inverawe scheme, which is a conven-
tional hydro undertaking.  
Just this week the River Awe, which was 
diverted from its course over two years ago to 

permit the engineering works on the barrage to 
be completed, has been put back in its “home 
waters” and is passing through the spillage 
gates at the barrage.

Remote Control
A feature of the power station at Inverawe 
is that it is designed for operation by remote 
control, but this will be applied only when 
the main Cruachan plant is fully operational.  
It is estimated that Inverawe will function 
approximately between 7am and 7pm when 
there is a big demand on the grid for industrial 
purposes.
Work is now in hand on the construction of 
275kv overhead lines to carry the power from 
Cruachan to central Scotland.
Labour force now working on all sections of 

Power in store
Towards the end of 1963 power and light suf-

from the Inverawe Power Station situated on 

the north bank of the River Awe, half a mile 
from Loch Etive.  Built of pink granite from 
the nearby quarry of Craigpoint it has been 
adequately landscaped into the surrounding 
scene. It will house the biggest vertical 
water-turbo generator of its type in Britain, 

But the immense size of the generator is not 
readily judged from the part visible in our 
picture taken within the power house.  It goes 

tunnel from the barrage in the Pass of Brander 
3½miles away.

Cruachan Dam 
The contract for the construction of the 
Cruachan Dam has been awarded to William 
Tawse Limited, Aberdeen.  The dam, the crest 

level, will provide storage for the Cruachan 
pumped storage power station. It will be of the 
massive buttress type and will be built across 
the head of the Allt Cruachan to form a new 
loch in a corrie on Ben Cruachan.  The length 

A spillway will be incorporated in the western 
side of the dam.

October 1963
Inverawe is producing now
First section of the giant £24m Loch Awe 
Hydro-Electric project has been switched on.
The Inverawe power station is now producing 
electricity for the North of Scotland Hydro-
Electric Board. This section of the scheme is 
a self-contained conventional hydro-electric 
development which makes use of the rainfall 
on the 324 square miles of the Loch Awe and 
the River Orchy catchment areas and will have 

of electricity.
Main phase of the project – the Cruachan 
pumped storage scheme- is not scheduled for 
completion until 1965.

will hold the water pumped up daily from 
Loch Awe- augmented by catchments from the 
surrounding hills- and released daily through 
twin 16ft6in penstocks (tunnels) carried 
through the mountain down to an underground 
power station.

Nant section may start in few weeks
With the completion of the dam at Loch Nant 
and its associated generating station near the 
shores of Loch Awe, the second phase of the 
Loch Awe Hydro-Electric Scheme is expected 
to be producing power within the next three 
weeks.  Water has already been passed through 
the turbines to test equipment and to dry out 
the electrical circuits.
The construction of the dam, which is 1,155 
feet long, has trebled the size of Loch Nant 
and created a huge manmade reservoir with 

maximum height of the dam from its founda-
tion to the spillway is 88 feet and the volume 

Fresh air for tunnellers
A ventilation problem for tunnellers now 
blasting their way through the heart of Ben 
Cruachan for Britain’s largest hydro-electric 
scheme- the Loch Awe project- has been 
solved by the use of galvanised steel piping 
fabricated at Hillington, Glasgow. It keeps the 
air clean and safe for the men and already two 
miles of the ducting has been delivered to the 
site by the Winsor Engineering Co Ltd.
As the men have penetrated further and 
further into the mountain-side, so it has 
become necessary to ensure that the air is 
kept circulating.  This is done by continually 
adding fresh sections to the pipeline so that 
it extends right up to the tunnel face.  The 
air which is being pumped through replaces 

stagnation.

December 1963

The £24m Loch Awe hydro-electric project 

the Cruachan pump storage section.  High up 

formed to act as the source of power for the 
giant underground power station now well 
advanced in the heart of the ben.   A quarter 
of a million tons of concrete are going into 
the building of the dam which will have a 

Giant powerhouse
Destined to become the showpiece of civil 
engineering undertakings in Britain for many 
years, the £24m Loch Awe Project of the 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board is 
now two-thirds of the way to its completion in 
mid-1965.
Already the two minor sections of the plan 
– the conventional Nant and Inverawe sections 
– have been completed practically on schedule 
and are now “on the grid” and a labour force of 

Cruachan Pump Storage scheme.
And it is this phase which is arousing the inter-
est of hydro engineers throughout the world, 
and already international groups are taking 
their place in the queue to view its wonders.

December 1964
Cruachan Dam ready ahead of schedule
One month ahead of schedule the giant 
Cruachan dam has begun to store water in a 

From now until June this huge reservoir 
will be fed from many catchments in upper 

million cubic feet stored.
A few months later, when the power station 
built in the heart of the ben is ready, the water 

Scheme drove 557 feet in seven days.
“What makes our tunnellers’ achievement 
unique is this fact – while we were in reason-
ably soft ground to begin with after 24 hours 
we hit the hardest granite yet encountered 
on the whole Cruachan contract,” the “Oban 
Times” was told.

granite with quartz, but still we went through 
it in record time.”
Although the tunnel is scheduled as an 
unlined rock tunnel the engineers may, in the 
remaining stretch, come up against conditions 
which could demand lining.  Throughout the 

No revolutionary techniques were employed 
by the record-breakers who used quite a lot of 
Swedish-designed equipment, although much 
of the plant was actually made in Britain.

March 1965
Queen will open Loch Awe Scheme
The hint given in the “Oban Times” last week 
that the Queen would inaugurate the Cruachan 
Pumped Storage Scheme  of the £24m.  Loch 

announcement from the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board. Her Majesty will, on 

pump turbines in the vast underground 
machine hall hewn out of the granite in the 
heart of Ben Cruachan. She will be coming to 
Argyll at the end of her holiday at Balmoral, 
and the Royal train will probably stop at 
Dalmally or Lochawe, whence Her Majesty 
will travel to the scheme and motor along the 

Deep in the heart of one of Argyll’s highest 
mountains on October 15, the Queen will pull 

phase of the Cruachan Pump Storage Scheme, 
last stage of the giant £24 Loch Awe project of 
the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.
This will release thousands of tons of water, 

up on the Ben, to cascade down the penstocks 

great engineering hall which has been hewed 
out of the mountain granite.

Friday’s ceremony in heart of
Ben Cruachan

As no large centres of population are included 

to Argyll tomorrow the volume of the welcome 
from the public may not be that normally 
associated with a Royal tour, but it will, 
nonetheless, be sincere and spontaneous. For 
villagers in Dalmally, Lochawe, Inverawe and 
Taynuilt, through which her Majesty passes, 

on her journey to and from the mammoth 
Cruachan hydro-electric scheme which she is 
to inaugurate.

red letter day.  Time off to see the Queen is 
authorised by the Director of education for the 
82 pupils at Taynuilt and the 71 at Dalmally, 
the only two schools on the Royal route.  But 
for the 8 youngsters at Bridge of Orchy, the 42 

facilities have been made available.  They are 
being taken to points of vantage on the Royal 
route.

1963 - Part of the barrage takes shape in the Pass of Brander, now built to its full height which makes it level with the roadway. On the right is the concrete wall behind which is the 
River Awe, diverted to allow dry construction of the barrage.

1965 - Giant pump turbines are being erected in the underground machine hall. These 
will be fed via a penstock pipeline from the Cruachan Reservoir being built 1,500ft up on 

Ben Cruachan

October 1965 - Her Majesty The Queen tours the shafts after the main ceremony which 
saw the Loch Awe Hydro Power Scheme officially opened

behind the dam will be released to surge down 
twin tunnels once daily, making about 8½ 
million units of electricity at each operation.
After passing through the turbines the water 
escapes into Loch Awe only to be pumped 
uphill again to the reservoir a few hours later 
when power is at its cheapest. 

March 1965
Record for Awe tunnellers
A world record in tunnelling operations is 
being claimed for a score of men operating on 
the Loch Awe Hydro Electric Project.
By Sunday evening, working in three 8 hour 

in seven days, beating the existing record by 
three feet. The team is employed by Thyssen 
(Great Britain) Ltd and they were driving the 
Mohille tunnel through the mountain above 
Stromilchan.  The tunnel will be 3,441 feet 

when the record operation was completed on 

to cut.

that last week’s work on the Mohille tunnel 
was being claimed as a world’s record. The 
previous best was recorded by the Mitchell 
Construction Company Ltd, of Peterborough, 
whose team operating on St Fillan’s Hydro 

Check Mate
A practical joker was at work before midnight 
on Thursday.  A very strict security check was 
made on all parts of the scheme included in 
the Queen’s schedule.  Police made a midnight 
search and were greatly perturbed when 

the spot where the platform was situated.  
Probably a tired workman or one who had 
“drink taken” they thought.  It proved to be a 
dungareed-rubber booted and steel-helmetted 
dummy.

• Visitor Centre & Interactive Exhibition

• Guided Tours • Lochside Cafeteria

• Picnic Area • Gift Shop

Cruachan Visitor Centre, Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AN, Scotland
Open February - December.  T: 01866 822618.  E: visit.cruachan@scottishpower.com   

 www.visitcruachan.co.uk

‘It’s like stepping into
a James Bond film set’.

Take an unforgettable journey to the heart of

Cruachan
the hollow mountain
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1935 - The Oban boys who built the bonfire on Battleship Hill to mark the Silver Jubilee 
of the Reign of King George V and Queen Mary. Back row - Iain MacInnes and Donnie 

MacKenzie. Middle row - John Paterson, Alex MacKenzie Archie Munro and John Munro 
(with dog). Front - Ronald Duncan

1950 - In the school garden of Lochnell Primary School, Benderloch. The young gardeners are: Left to right - Archie Campbell, Colin 
Munro, Derek Smith, Donnie Campbell, Ewen McGregor, Kerr Kennedy, G Ferguson and Iain Gibson.

1937 - The Aird Ferry from Ardelvie arrives at Dornie, Kintail

January 1948

Forty-two people, seven of them women, from 
around the little village of Leverburgh, in Harris, 

permitted price.  One of them was aged over 90.

February 1948

Mansuria (1083 
tons) which went aground on Eilean Rudha an 
Ridire, a small island off the Morvern shore in 

pounded by heavy seas and successive blinding 
snowstorms during the weekend.  Despite her 
bow being high and dry on the rocks, her stern 

Liverpool with a general cargo, including wood 
pulp the Mansuria sent out distress signals when 

boat Accumulator went to her assistance from 
Tobermory and the salvage tug Warrior left 

Mull.

February 1948

The oil tanker Asperity, owned by Messrs 
Everard, London, was towed into Oban by two 

had developed propeller trouble and was in 

Drifting helplessly towards the rocks near the 
Asperity was within 

came to her aid. 

toll-free.  

of age may join in a healthy and invigorating 
exercise.  The possession of a pony is not 
essential.  The entrance fee is the very moderate 

have very generously invited the members to 

11-13 inclusive. 

Serious Fire on Tiree 

building late on Friday night.

the Hon. Mrs Kitson, for a Maternity Hospital, 
was opened last week.  The Matron, who has 
experience of nursing at home and abroad, is 

House was used as an Auxiliary Hospital.  In the 

House.  The original red tile roof was taken off 

to its surroundings.

completed and an early start has been arranged, 

days later.

June 1948

At the invitation of Lord Trent, about 50 
Mull farmers and others visited Mingary and 

Mingary is one of the most up to date farms 
in the Highlands, carrying a fold of pedigree 
Highland cattle and on Ardslignish, Messrs. 

-
tigations have been carried on during the past 
three years in an effort to improve hill stock and 
to eliminate disease in sheep.  The party were 
entertained to lunch at Mingary, to afternoon tea 
at Kilchoan Village Hall and were conveyed back 
to Tobermory in the evening by the Lochinvar,
specially chartered for the occasion.  Ardslignish 

established in order to study hill sheep farming 

causes of sheep mortality.  As there have been 

on several grounds a number of other hill breeds 

they would fare on West Highland grazings and 
to compare their hardiness and productivity 

1948

The heat wave, which the West Highlands 

night when a storm of thunder and lightening 
swept across the district.  Little rain accompa-

shortly before midnight struck the overhead 

supplies of electricity to Oban.  

   

Lairige project, are to produce about 100 million 
units of electricity annually by harnessing the 

project are extensive.  There will be two dams, 
the larger will be 130 feet high and 2250 feet 
long.  The smaller dam will be in two sections, 

long.  The main power station will be situated 

and high-pressure tunnels.  The contract includes 

Ltd. Have been the contractors for several huge 
undertakings including an Ordnance Factory 

and his family have Argyllshire ties going back 
for generations.

number, may leave the island unless a bridge is 
built to link it up with the mainland of Lewis.  

Thousands of tons of granite were blasted from 

tons of gunpowder.  Large numbers of people 
watched from safe vantage points from either 
side of the loch as a huge portion of the hillside 
seemed to be pushed into the air by the force of 

the explosion and crashed with a dull roar into 

blast will provide work for three of four years 
and the granite will be used for many purposes 
both at home and abroad.  It takes on a high 
polish and is suitable for ornamental work of 
various kinds.  The preparations for the blast 
consisted principally of the cutting of a tunnel 

mountain of solid granite 1800 feet high, on the 
shore of Loch Etive.  

Oban has accepted an offer of a further twenty 

erected on the site adjoining that on which the 

The offer of twenty houses has been made to 

number will be allocated to industrial workers.  
In the case of Oban, eight houses will be 
reserved for this purpose and the other twelve 
will be available for normal allocation. It is 
understood that the houses will be of the same 
structural and interior design as those already 

gus na croitean, (let the light and power come 

small landholder, at the beginning of the week 

is situated three miles from Mallaig, Inverness-

opened on Tuesday.  With the opening of the 

seaboard Inverness-shire, extending approxi-
mately from Mallaig to Kinlochailort are served 
with electricity.  Mrs MacKenzie, a crofter at 
Achnaluinmore, was born in the house she now 

on the power, which will supply her home with 
electricity, she said that for herself and Morar 
and the Highlands, Tuesday was a great day.

1949
January 1949

For the third day in succession severe weather 
conditions on Wednesday prevented recovery 

plane which crashed on the hillside at the head 

Monday morning. It is understood that the plane 

There are no survivors.

January 1949

Experiments with wind mills as a means of 
generating electricity are being tried out by the 

the Outer Islands.  If they prove successful it is 
hoped that they will solve the problem of bring-
ing electricity to many of the sparsely populated 

of the population – where it would be impossible 
or uneconomic to bring hydro electric power for 
a considerable time. (Wind generated electricity 
has been in use for some years on the Treshnish 

where, it is understood, she was to carry dis-

America, the 95 ton covered yacht Oceana went 

hours of Tuesday morning.  On Wednesday the 
vessel was still aground, and it is feared that she 
may become a total wreck.
A gale was raging when she went aground at 
about 3 am. In the light of early dawn the life 

members of the crew, three of whom were 
Latvians, had all been safely landed by means of 
breeches buoy. 

holiday centre for young people and will be 
opened in its new role on June 1.

June 1949

The mineral supplied by the Lochaline sand 

world. This was stated by Dr W M Hampton, 

Oban on Friday.  He was speaking at a dinner 

up a party on one hundred and thirty.

June 1949

which lies on the south side of the Tummel east 

which enlarges Loch Tummel to almost twice 

Robert Menzies and was rebuilt about 10 years 

is meantime in residence.  It is reported that the 
house may be ultimately taken down.  Foss is the 

start of the scheme, the others being Fonab, near 

Oban unanimously decided at congregational 
meetings held on Wednesday evening to enter 
into negotiations for union.

Tenants of houses at Annat, West Inverness-
shire, have passed a resolution at a meeting to 
take legal advice with a view to bringing an 
action for interdict against the Department of 

Annat.

After the Fleetwood trawler 
tons) had foundered on rocks at the northern 

rescued early on Tuesday as they clung to the 

years was launched on Thursday afternoon at the 

Workmen have been clearing wreckage along 
the Esplanade caused by one of the worst storms 
to be experienced in Oban in living memory.  
The damage to private property from broken 
windows, broken slates and smashed rhones is 
expected to amount thousands of pounds.

All quarry materials proudly supplied 
by Breedon Aggregates Scotland Limited
The UK’s largest independent aggregates company:

• Asphalt and aggregates available from Bonawe Quarry 

• Asphalt, concrete and aggregates from Benderloch and Furnace Quarries

• Contracting & Civils business

Congratulations to the Oban Times on 150 years
Breedon Aggregates Scotland Ltd, Dunbeg, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1PX
Tel: 01631 565128   Fax: 01631 563388
www.breedonaggregates.com

Bonawe Quarry still 
going strong in 2011!

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Established 1989 and 
have been associated with 
the trade for over 65 years.

Congratulations to the 
Oban Times on your 150th 

Anniversary
Soroba Road, Oban
Tel 01631 563123

Award winning wholesaler

Lochaber Food & Drink 
Tradeshow 2011

In 2011 now offering a comprehensive range 
of butchery, chilled, grocery, frozen and 

licensed products and catering equipment and 
refrigeration services.

Free Entry   Free Parking
Tuesday 1st November 2011
Nevis Centre, Fort William

www.forteith.co.uk   enquiry@forteith.co.uk
Tel - 01631 569100   Fax - 01631 569100

TRADE 
ONLY
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January 1950
Portree Village Council. 
A fund is to be raised by the above Council to 
assist Mr John Nicolson, who recently lost all his 

the Caledonian Hotel, Portree.  The effects were 
not covered by insurance.  

March 1950

Mary Marion McNeill, born prematurely 10 days 
ago at South Boisdale, South Uist and weighing 
just over 2lbs, was placed in an oxygen tent 

snowstorm to Renfrew Airport.  From there she 
was taken to Robroyston Hospital, Glasgow.

June 1950

To the people of Kintyre and far beyond, 
Campbeltown will be a focal point of interest 
next week for it is then that the Royal Burgh 

anniversary of the granting of its Charter by 
King William III in 1800.

July 1950

In order to facilitate service, Colonel Rankin has 
had an electric petrol pump installed at his hotel .

a ferryman for St Catherine’s Inveraray ferry, 
which is a great miss by many travellers going to 
and from the Cowal area.

Bulletproof waistcoats saved the lives of three 

bandits in Kwantung Province, Hong Kong, last 

point blank range.  The other two Britons were 
Supt. B.G. MacPherson of Glencoe and Inspector 
J. Hidden of London.  

A hoard of silver coins recently found at Iona by 
workmen digging near the Abbey buildings has 
now been placed on temporary exhibition in the 
National Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh.  
The oldest were minted for King Athelstan 
(925-39 a.d.) and the latest for Aethelred the 
Unready (975-1016 a.d.).  More than half bear 
the name of King Eadgar (959-75 a.d.), whose 
predecessors; Edmund, Eadred and Eadwig are 
also represented.  

A diesel engine house at the Fort William Power 
Station was destroyed on Tuesday by a violent 

were having their midday meal in a room next 
to the engine house just before the explosion 
occurred.  One was struck by a door torn from 
its hinges by the blast. Firemen attacked the 

spreading to the main building.  

The highly succesful Ballachulish Shinty Club of the 1940’s

1950

1951

Curling victory
Curlers from Lochaber who have been 

their favourite sport, have now returned brining 
with them many individual medals, as a witness 
to their prowess.  In addition they have brought 
back with them the Bels Cup, which they won 
against local teams.  Members of the rink were 
– Mr Alister MacDonald, skip; Dr Connochie, 
Dr Rattray, Mallaig and Mr Joe MacPherson, 
Fort William.

March 1951

A start to the rehousing of Oban Families, who 
are presently living in the temporary houses at 
Dunstaffnage Village, will be made shortly.  As 
each family is rehoused their old dwelling will 
be demolished in order to clear the site for the 
new permanent type of houses which will be 
erected by the County Council.

April 1951

Preparations for the Festival of Britain are 
now far advanced, and it will be of interest 
to our readers to know that Brigadier Hector 

charge of the ceremonial arrangements of the 
Festival.  

May 1951

Seven Highland cattle were shipped to Mr 
Baxter Berry, XX Ranch, Belvidere, South 
Dakota, on the MS Salacia on May 15.
The cattle came from Strathallan, Muckairn, 
Mingary, Crieff and Angus and Douglas Estates. 
There is also a bull from Glenfalloch going to
Saskatchewan, Canada.

The oldest distillery on Islay at Bowmore, has 
been sold by Sheriffs Bowmore Distillery Ltd to 
William Grigor & Son Ltd of Inverness, whose 
managing director is Provost James M Grigor.
Towards the end of the last century, the 
distillery’s annual output was 200,000 gals.  
Today it is 3200 gals per week over a 6½ month 
season.

The 9th Annual Gaelic Mod was recently held in 
the auditorium of the new million dollar Gleeson 
Library at the University of San Francisco.  
There were 100 entries in all classes.  The 

Mr John R MacDonald, a native of Nova Scotia, 
and in the contest for the Gaelic speech Donald 
MacRury (native of North Uist) was the winner.  

June 1951

Britain and 39 other countries, on Monday, 
ended their state of war with Germany.  Soviet 
Russia was now among them.  Similar action has 
already been taken by India, Pakistan, Bolivia 
and Ecuador. The state of war between Britain 
and Germany had lasted for 11 years, 309 days, 

Monday. 

July 1951
Electricity at Inveraray
The ancient town of Inveraray was, on Thursday, 

-
proximately 50 homes and premises in the town 
were connected to the supply when the newly 
completed local distribution system was linked 
to the Board’s main supply line from Dalmally.  

During the weekend street lighting was switched 

beautifully illuminated at nights.

A start on the new school will soon be made as 
the present accommodation is now too small to 
accommodate the number of pupils who enrolled 
at the start of the present session.  It is hoped in 
the meantime that the Forestry Commission will 
make a room available in property owned by 
them near the present school to provide adequate 
teaching facilities until the new school is ready.

Search parties composed of policemen, 
shepherds, gamekeepers and naval personnel 
who were landed from a destroyer, found the 

Uraraidh near Port Ellen, Islay, on Tuesday 
evening.  The bodies of the two members of the 
crew were found lying near the aircraft.

Campbeltown Town Council have made a 

Meadows Farm to extend their adjacent housing 
scheme. The new houses will encroach on the 
dairy farm, owned by trustees of the Duke of 
Argyll, and tenanted by Mr Duncan MacArthur. 

Skye Hospital Board of Management is protest-
ing to the Secretary of State for Scotland against 
the decision to use Broadford as the site for the 
proposed new central hospital on Skye.

1952
January 1952

Young men born during the period January `1, 

will be required to register under the National 
-

ary 2, 1952.

Work has commenced on the building of the 
slipways for the car ferry across Cuan Sound 
which, when completed, will link the Islands 
of Seil and Luing.  The contractors are Messrs 
Woodrow, Bridge of Weir, who have erected huts 
to accommodate a large number of workmen.  

Eight animals arrive from Sweden.  The eight 
reindeer which have been brought from Northern 
Sweden to Scotland to see if they will breed 
successfully in the Highlands arrived in the 
Clyde on Saturday in the Swedish ship Sarek.

April 1952

An ancient burial ground, believed to be associ-
ated with the early days of Beregoinium, the 
capital of Alban many centuries before Columba 
brought Christianity to the North, has been 
unearthed near the shore of Ardmucknish Bay 
in North Lorn.  It was discovered by workmen 
digging a trench at the side of the road opposite 
Craigneuk, near Benderloch, for a new water 
supply to the village.

May 1952
Jura new pier opened

pier at Craighouse, Jura, was made on Monday 
by the Islay mail boat Locheil.  The pier, which 

consultant engineer, Mr A M Robertson.  

Particulars of the proposed housing site at 
Dunollie Estate, Oban, were submitted to a 
meeting of the Housing Committee of Oban 
Town Council on Friday evening.  

The foot and mouth disease infected area order, 
affecting the Island of Mull, will, as from Friday, 
May 30, be contracted to the area comprising 

much of the parish of Torosay as lies to the west 
of the main road No. A819, including the road.  
Providing there are no further outbreaks, the 
order will be completely uplifted by June 6.  

July 1952

by the strange behaviour of a beautiful black cat 
belonging to Mr John Campbell, Easdale Island.  
The animal follows its master around wherever 
he goes at his home on the island.  One day 

recently it turned up at the village of Ellenabeich, 
tracing its master to the Barrmor Toolworks, 
where he is employed.  This happened on 
successive days.  How it crossed the channel 
which separates Easdale Island from Ellenabeich 
remained a mystery until one morning a man 
who resides on the island, saw the cat enter the 
water and swim across to the opposite shore – a 
most unusual performance for a cat.

Hotel guests, local people and holidaymakers 
helped to save a large amount of furniture from 
the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, which was 

Damage was estimated at over £10,000

A proposal that Craignure House, Mull, might be 
acquired by the Department of Agriculture for 

from the Island of Soay, is presently being 
considered.  This proposal follows the recent 
petition from the islanders to the Secretary of 
State that the people of Soay should be removed 
from the island and settled on some other island 
or on the mainland of the West Coast.

Three musical festivals were held in Skye in 
October when concerts were given in Dunvegan, 
Broadford and Portree by the children of the 
various schools. The smallest performers were, 
perhaps, the most favoured and appreciated by 
the audiences.

The Scottish Special Housing Association has 
agreed with the Town Council to erect 60 houses 
within the Burgh.   It is expected that the work of 
erecting the houses at Dunollie will be started at 
an early date.

1953
January 1953
Connel bridge now open all night
As from Monday of this week, the Connel Ferry 

Previously, persons desiring to cross the bridge 
after 11pm had to give previous notice to the 
stationmaster at Connel Station, while on many 
occasions the toll collector had to be roused 
during the night by stranded motorists waiting 
to get across.

April 1953

Bonawe Quarries on Lochetiveside in Argyll, 
which for generations have been noted for their 

product – bricks.

May 1953

The West Highlands was hit by one of the worst 
thunder and rain storms in living memory in 
the early hours of Monday morning, which 
continued on till noon.  In its wake it left chaos 
and widespread damage; road and railway 
bridges being washed away; the raging mountain 

and many roads throughout Argyll and the 
Lochaber area were blocked.
.
July 1953

A plea by Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton, 
Conservative MP for Inverness-shire, for a 
television service in the Western Highlands was 
rejected in the House of Commons last week by 
Mr Gammans, Assistant Postmaster general.

The firing of maroons and rockets and 
the sounding of ships’ sirens and railway 
engine whistles proclaimed to the people of 
Lochalsh last Thursday afternoon that their 
magnificent new £55,000 fishery pier was 
officially open.

A double track road along Loch Lomondside 
between Ardlui and Balloch is proposed in 
plans approved by the Ministry of Transport.  
This will allow a two way route- one for north 

understood that it will include several tunnels.

The search has now been discontinued for the 
bodies of the eight missing members of the 

crew of the RAF Coastal Command Shakleton 
bomber which crashed in the Sound of Mull on 
Friday.  The bodies of two airmen were picked 
up at the weekend.

Atlantic
A site near Oban is to be chosen for the British 

be laid across the Atlantic Ocean.
Although the exact spot has not yet been 

side of the Sound of Kerrera in the region of 
Gallanach Estate.  The cable will stretch from 
Oban to Newfoundland where it will meet a 
submarine cable to Nova Scotia.  From there 

US border to join the Bell telephone Company 
network.
It will take three years to lay and will cost 
£12,500,000, but in the words of the Earl 
De La Warr, the Postmaster General, it 
represents” a tremendous advance in the 
history of telecommunications”.  The new 
cable system was a marriage of modern radio 
and cable techniques and the main problem 
had been to design repeaters (which boost the 

reliability to work below two miles or so of 
ocean. As a result of all this work, we have 
between us, succeeded in planning by far the 
longest submarine telephone cable there has 
ever been.  The new cable would transform 
telecommunications between Britain and the 
North American continent.
The cable will be laid by H M T S Monarch,
the largest cable-ship in the world, which is 
being specially adapted for this purpose.  It is 
understood that during the laying of the cable 
from the British side the Monarch will be 
stationed at Oban.

Celebrating over 
180 years in Oban

Visit rbs.co.uk/oban

1952 - Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, 
who is to Unveil on Saturday afternoon the 

Commando Memorial near Spean Bridge
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1953 - Neighbours, surrounded by furniture , are stunned at all that remains of two houses which were destroyed by fire at the 
Forestry Village of Dalavich, Loch Aweside

1953 - Mechanical diggers and workmen clear away debris from Bank Street, Fort 
William after storms blocked the road

1953 - Barcaldine was cut off from both sides after storms wrecked road and rail links. Above - all that remains of the Connel -Balla-
chulish railway line near Barcaldine after flood water washed away the bridge and part of the embankment

1954
April 1954
Proposed new church for Oban
Members of Dunollie Road church, Oban, are to 
meet on April 9 to consider a recommendation 
by the Kirk Session that they accept the offer 
of the Miss Ann McCaig Trustees of a new 
church, which will build on ground belonging 
to the Trust on the Oban Esplanade.  Miss Ann 
McCaig, the youngest of the McCaig family, 
acquired a piece of ground fronting Corranmore 
Villa on the Esplanade.  In her will she expressed 
the belief that in her opinion Oban and its 
population would, in the more or less immediate 
future, have increased to such an extent as to 
create the need for another Church.

Islay - Gaelic street names 
Port Charlotte made Friday night a night of 
fete to celebrate the display of the street and 
road names of the town in Gaelic.  It has thus 
achieved the proud distinction of being the 

May 1954
Tobermory Slaughterhouse.  
Tobermory Town Council are to ask the 
Secretary of State through Argyll County 

Slaughterhouse when the control of meat and 
livestock marketing ends in July.

June 1954
Fort William tercentenary celebrations.  
A sundial of granite blocks erected on the 
Parade, Fort William, now marks the spot 
where English soldiers marched on parade 
300 years ago.  This was unveiled by Provost 
John Carmichael at a ceremony to celebrate the 
Tercentenary of the town, attended by hundreds 
of Fort William and district people and many 

July 1954
Proposed maternity hospital for Oban. 

Argyll which include the setting up of a new 

from a maternity hospital at Glencoe to a 
hospital for general medical cases and chronic 
sick; and a new wing at the West Highland 
Hospital, Oban, are announced by the Oban and 

August 1954
New Duror-Kentallan Hall.  

Kentallen Community Association have at last 

opening of the new Community Centre, which 
took place on Friday.   Col. E.W. Ashworth, 
Acharn, the chairman of the Association who 

for the past three years, presided. 

Unmanned light at Skerryvore

years ago, Skerryvore Lighthouse will have an 
unmanned light.  It will be recalled that in March 

feet above high water on a treacherous rocky 
shoal some ten miles south west of Tiree, was 

enough to escape from the lighthouse before the 

which seriously damaged the top of the tower 
as they exploded.  The keepers spent a night on 
the exposed rock until they were rescued the 
following day.  

Freedom of Lochgilphead
Dr John D. McCallum Honoured.  Dr John D. 
McCallum, who recently celebrated his jubilee 
as a medical practitioner, was honoured by his 
native town when he was given the Freedom 

Lochgilphead, on Friday evening.  

December 1954
Hydro-Electric Board opens in Oban.  

by Mrs Tom Johnston, the wife of the chairman 

The showroom, which is the biggest of those 
recently built in Scotland, occupies approxi
mately half of the former St Columba church at 
the north end of George Street.

on the mountain.  They had been making a 
sliding descent of a snow covered slope between 

when they shot over the edge of a precipice and 
fell about 900 feet.  

1955
January 1955
Loss of 12 crew in Sound of Mull

was sunk in the Sound of Mull, this time a 
trawler, the Evelyn Rose

reach the shore at Ardtornish Point.  

April 1955
Barra men buy three islands

Highland Fund and the support of one of 
the Scottish banks have become owners 
of the three Hebridean islands of Pabbay, 

the islands with sheep and cattle.

Campbeltown’s new factory opened
The new clothing factory which has been 
established in what was previously an old 
distillery in The Roading, has now started 

ently employed there.  It is anticipated that 

The factory is being run by Messrs Andrew 

June 1955
£7m Hydro Electric scheme at Glen Shira

recreate the prosperity of the Highlands 
stated Mr Thomas Johnston, chairman of 

Major Duncan McCallum, MP for Argyll.

Kilbowie to be purchased

position on the Oban – Gallanach road 
facing the Sound of Kerrera, is to be 
purchased by Argyll County Council for 

Oban High School.

August 1955
Three drown in Loch Etive tragedy
A tragic drowning fatality occurred near 
Connel on Sunday afternoon when three 
young English holidaymakers lost their 
lives in a boating accident on Loch Etive.

Hebrides welcome the Royal Yacht

tremendous welcome as she sailed through 
the Western Isles on Thursday on her cruise 

No Cement Factory for Dunstaffnage
The proposed establishment if a cement 
factory at Dunstaffnage has now fallen 
through. The Amalgamated Limestone 
Corporation, had stated that they had 
now reached a decision that the new 
project could not now go ahead.  It was 
further stated that this was principally for 
economic reasons.

November 1955
South Uist Rocket Range
Twelve hundred acres of crofting land 
in South Uist will be taken over for the 
proposed guided missile range at West 

of an airstrip at Sollas. It was also stated 
that Radar stations would be built on the 

Electricity supply in Luing

electricity to the island of Luing.

December 1955
Kilmelford Hydro Scheme
Construction work on the Kilmelford 

advanced that the engineers on the job are 
hopeful that it will be in commission in 

wide dam in the Pass of Melfort, which will 
hold the waters of the head pond is almost 

of the River Oude which runs through the 
Pass to Loch Melfort. 

January 1956
Bonawe Quarries may close

bridge at Taynuilt the quarry owners Messrs 
J and A Gardner and Co Ltd are once again 
considering closing the quarries down.

craft specially for this purpose at a cost of more 

the Company had decided to have the lorries 

March 1956
Raasay gets electricity

and a piper broke into a jubilant reel, “Macleod 
of Raasay”, last Wednesday when General 

May 1956

Councillor Mrs Murphie was elected Provost by 

Appin Village Hall opened

by the Appin community came last Thursday 
evening when the new, well appointed village 

formally opened, and a concert and dance which 

people.

August 1956
Storm disrupts Oban’s Royal welcome

luckiest day. Every preparation was made, every 
eventuality anticipated, every precaution taken 
to make the day a gay, smooth, and memorable 
one for her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and her 
loyal subjects of this and surrounding districts 
and visitors from afar.
It took, in fact, a violent and sudden upheaval of 
the elements a matter of seconds to change the 
face of the picturesque scene in Oban from one 
of enthusiastic but ordered welcome to one of 
complete but good natured improvisation.
Although Her Majesty had smilingly set the 

the programme in spite of the storm, conditions 
worsened to the point that the schedule had 
to be torn up, events cancelled or altered, and 
the incredible happened: the Royal party were 
actually “marooned” in Oban for more than half 
an hour.

1956

February 1957
Fourteen crew drowned off Mull

deep sea trawler Robert Limbrick survived when 

of Mull early on Tuesday morning and foundered 
off Quinish Point. 

1957

Mink farming on Mull
A mink farm is to be started in Mull this spring.  

several mink farms have been run in Inverness 

purchased Fracadale near Calgary.

April 1957

When the Mull District Community Council 
decided to sponsor a Drama Festival, little did 
the members think that their efforts would meet 

Isle of Mull came the young and not so young to 

New school opened at Ardchonnel
“We are determined that adequate facilities 
shall be provided in all areas of the county no 
matter how isolated they may be.” This was 

chairman of Argyll Education Committee at the 

which has recently been built at Ardchonnel, on 

will serve the forestry community of Eredine.

May 1957
Carradale Harbour Project

Carradale, to cost somewhere in the region of 

State for Scotland.

June 1957
US helicopter in Mull drama
An American Sikorsky helicopter from the US 

operation to take place from Mull when a 
Tobermory woman was rushed to hospital in 
Oban. Two hours after arriving the woman gave 
birth to a baby daughter. The baby is to be called 
after the pilot of the helicopter.

September 1957
Ben Nevis Race tragedy

who vanished during the race and was found, 

nine hours after the race ended.  He was found 
by members of an RAF mountain rescue team 

Fort William, on Saturday night, suffering from 
exhaustion and exposure.

October 1957
Fire sweeps through Oban street
A three hour blaze which broke out in the early 
hours of Sunday morning gutted nine shops 

ever experienced in Oban. Thirteen people 
were evacuated from a nearby tenement as the 

Stevenson Street, one of the older parts of the 
town and threatened three nearby garages, hotels 
and other property. Many people were awakened 
by the noise of explosions as gas cylinders in a 
plumbers shop exploded in the heart of the blaze.
Fire brigades from Inveraray, Lochgilphead 

the outbreak. Heroine of this dawn drama was 

to property with devastating speed before a 
strong wind would certainly have set adjoining 
buildings ablaze, possibly with great loss of life.

November 1957
Oban High School’s £95,000 extension opened
Although it has been in full operational use since 
the beginning of the present school session, it 
was only on Friday last that the formal opening 
took place of an extension to Oban High School 

1958
January 1958
£4,500 hall opened at Kintail

Urquhart, chairman of the Crofters Commission, 
at Kintail, Wester Ross.

February 1958

in connection with the proposed guided missile 
range in the Outer Hebrides have “rather 
frightened” the Air Ministry it was stated at a 
meeting of the Scottish Land Court in Edinburgh 
on Monday. The claims were made on behalf 

project and their amount caused the chairman, 
Lord Gibson, to remark: “These are global 
claims.  Have some crofters been so successful at 

just an ordinary sum?”

April 1958
Little prospect of a distillery for Tobermory
Tobermory Town Council are to give up their 
efforts to have a distillery established on Mull.  

June 1958
Four drown on family outing

ing, were drowned when their car plunged into 
the Caledonian Canal after smashing through 
the gates of a swing bridge at Laggan Lock, near 
Invergarry, last Saturday.

July 1958
Oban’s oldest cinema house destroyed

at the north end of George Street, was destroyed 

picture house in Oban.
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July 1958
Naming of new Mallaig Lifeboat
Another page in the history of Mallaig was 
turned on Thursday when the townspeople 

lifeboat, the E M M Gordon Cubbin.

September 1958
Lochaber High School - name chosen

Education Sub Committee, for the new school at 
Camaghael.

October 1958
Fire in Argyll colliery
Mr Michael Noble, M P for Argyll, is going to 
Glasgow today (Thursday) to see the Scottish 
Coal Board regarding the employment situation 
at Machrihanish Colliery following another 

the Scottish Coal Board to close the colliery, 

are employed.

October 1958
Benbecula - North Ford Causeway

the Outer Hebrides nearing completion, Grimsay 
will shortly lose its status as an island.  For the 

causeway has already bridged four small islands 

link will be forged.  The route will be clear from 
Grimsay to Lochmaddy.

1964 - Oban is used to pipe bands, parades and even Highland cattle marching through its streets but there was quite a stir when a 
herd of elephants on their way to the circus at Lochavullin park brought the town’s traffic to a halt

January 1959
New church for Dunbeg. 

dilapidated nissen hut which is “as wet inside as 

them.  For after hearing about the plight of this 
congregation, members of the Lorn Presbytery 
agreed to press strongly for the building of 
a church there under the National church 
Extension Scheme.

Drought threat at Fort William factory
The danger of further dismissals at the British 

at the moment on curtailed production due to 

eight-week dry spell. 

February 1959
Fire destroys Lochawe sawmill.  

structure was ablaze and although Oban Fire 
Brigade made a swift dash to the scene the 

March 1959

Skye attracted a large number of spectators.  
Sponsored by the Skye Agricultural Society, 
the match was held on the Bumore at Skeabost 

purpose.  But, in keeping with the modern trend 
of increasing mechanisation, not one pair of 
horses took part.  

April 1959
New hospital for Islay. 
Plans for the building of a new hospital on 

County Council at Campbeltown on Wednesday.  

six for chronic sick cases and two for maternity 
cases.  

May 1959
Building the new Inveraray. 

The properties affected are all of those, not 

New Lighthouse Pier work on schedule. 
The good weather during the past few weeks has 

off the south shore of Oban Bay, an opportunity 

reconstruction work started last summer.  

New knitwear factory for Tobermory.  

June 1959
Two die in Mull tragedy.  

the tiny island of Erraid, south of Mull, was on 
Friday morning the scene of a drowning tragedy 

which they were about to cross to the mainland 

July 1959
Eels choke Islay water pipes. 
A plaque of eels has threatened the water supply 

1959

system drawn from nearby Loch Gearroch.  

coming out of their taps.  

August 1959
New sawmill for Corpach.  
A new company comprising Scottish landown-
ers and timber merchants has recently been 

purpose is to establish a modern home timber 
sawmill on a site, which has been acquired near 
Corpach, Fort William, bounded by sea, road 
and rail.  The plant, both British and Swedish in 
design, will include an up-to-date drying kiln. 

Skye police car stolen.  
The theft of a police patrol car at Broadford 
last Saturday sparked off an island search for 
the culprits, it was stated at Portree Sheriff 
Court the same day.  Before the court were two 
hotel employees from Glasgow.  They admitted 

without a licence

October 1959
Uranium found at Dalmally. 
While no deposits are being worked in the 

made by ground parties operating with the 

not considered to be of economic use.  

November 1959
Glenuig Road to cost £405,000. 

mainland instead of the present track and ferry.

December 1959
New houses for the Outer Hebrides.  
Sixty-three new houses are to be built on Barra, 

County Council are issuing schedules for the 
construction of the houses, which will be of the 

houses to be erected in the islands since the war.  

1970 - Princess Anne, on a three-day private visit to Argyll, drew gasps of admiration 
from waiting crowds as she arrived to attend last Thursday’s Argyllshire Gathering Ball 

at Oban

January 1960
Appin boatbuilding company formed.  
The new Appin company which is exhibiting 

Argyll.  

New Houses for Bridge of Orchy.  
Work on the building of the long awaited council 
houses at Bridge of Orchy may be started in 

Glencoe ski tow taken over.   

and operate it commercially.  The company 

reconstruction of the tow and the erection of a 

March 1960
Camanachd Cup Final.  

Park, Oban, on Saturday to win the Scottish 
Camanachd Cup for the fourth time.  Played 
in brilliant sunshine, the match was full of 

June 1960
Modern hotel opened on Jura.  

July 1960
Seamen’s strike cripples west coast  

back home in anger from Oban and other ports, 
but carried a threat to food and other essential 
supplies for the islanders. 

July 1960
Tiree’s new hall opened.  
Considered to be the best of such centres in the 

1960

August 1960
Crannog found in Mid Argyll.  
A crannog or lake dwelling thought to date from 

by North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board 

October 1960
£50,000 gift may settle Mull pier wrangle. 
The immediate building of a new pier at 

Ltd., was made last week at an Oban meeting 
held to reach a decision about the site of a new 
pier for the island. 

Mull bulls for Russia. 

inspected a number of Aberdeen-Angus cattle 

November 1960
Appin farm imports American stock.  

second time the farm has bought stock from 

December 1960
Oban kippering factory expands.  
More workers are being taken on at the recently 

started up production some six weeks ago, about 

employment bright.  

1965 - A hovercraft is being linked with MacBrayne’s steamer services to improve com-
munications with the isles. Clyde Hover Ferries will operate a route between Gourock 

and Tarbert to connect with the Islay boat arriving at West Loch Tarbert

March 1961
Right of way through Port Appin estate

found liable to expenses in the case.

district councils to link the island of Bernera 

proceeded with in the foreseeable future. As 

July 1961
Thieves big raid on Argyll shops
Argyll police were on Wednesday making a 

early that morning broke into stores and a post 

October 1961
Oban’s biggest housing estate

of Guild on Monday for the start of building 

1961

1961
January 1962
MacCaig Trust to fund Oban’s new hall 

to incorporate a library and museum in the new 
hall, which they plan to build in place of the 

the library is named the MacCaig Memo-

Catherine MacCaig, should be erected in the 
institute or included in the fabric.

Flood terror damages hotel at Kinlochleven.  

burst its banks.  Hotel staff and a solitary guest 
scrambled to safety, some of them in night attire, 
only minutes before a large part of the building 

July 1962
Mull mansion house to be blown up.  

Some years ago the estate was acquired by the 
Forestry Commission and as they could not get 
rid of the mansion house the Commission had 

of the stonework of the building are considered 
unsafe and dangerous and it has been decided to 

September 1962
Colonsay’s pier will cost £153,000.  
A contract for the building of a new pier on the 
island of Colonsay has been awarded to Messrs 
Wm. Tawse, Aberdeen.  Work on the pier itself 
will begin early next spring.  Colonsay which has 
a population of 227 has no pier at all.  All goods 

November 1962
Islay joins the grid.  

power was transmitted by submarine cables 

Work is now in progress to extend the supplies to 

December 1962
Irish herring boats boycotted. 
Oban on Wednesday became the focal point 

are determined that the mid-water trawls used 

South Minch.  They claim that the nets break up 
the shoals and will ruin what has been one of the 

Gigha laird’s gift of £25,000 to National Trust. 

the National Trust for Scotland a collection of his 

hybrids, which he has raised.  With them he has 

Hotlinks Gardens Fund.
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1970 - Enjoying a pre-lunch drink in Oban’s 
Caledonian Hotel, Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson finds Provost Donald Thomson’s 
chain of office an interesting subject for 

discussion

1971 -  Rapidly taking shape - the first phase of Oban’s new housing scheme at Soroba. 
The site, seen in the foreground of our picture, afford views over Oban Bay. Altogether, 

400 houses are planned for the area

1962 -  All roads led to Oban’s Argyll Square when the Gold Medal competitions of the 
Royal National Mod were held in the town’s Playhouse Cinema

1964
January 1964
Portree Hotel to be rebuilt.  
Three-storey block with lounge and bedrooms.  
Preliminary plans for rebuilding part of the 
Royal Hotel, Portree – the 52-bedroomed hotel 

– have been lodged with the planning depart-
ment of Inverness Council.  

February 1964
Census shows slump in Argyll’s population.  
In 1831 it was 100,973 – by 1961 it was only 
59,390.  Argyll’s population decreased between 
the censuses of 1951 and 1961 by 3,971 or 6.3 
per cent to 59,390.  Only Oban of the six burghs 
shows more inhabitants.  

March 1964
Shopping centre planned for Fort William 
A plan to build a new and modern shopping 
centre at Fort William was described by Provost 
Canon G.K.B. Henderson as “one of the most 
important things ever to happen to the town”. 

April 1964
Old folks home for Oban.  
A plan for the adaptation of Eadar Glinn, Oban, 
as a 21-bed eventide home has been submitted to 
the Scottish Development Department .

July 1964
Changing the sweep of Oban Bay.  
Parking problems in Oban would be well on the 
way to solution if a plan now under consideration 
at St Andrew’s House receives Government 
approval – and grant!  It involves the reclamation 
of the foreshore between the North Pier and the 
mouth of the Black Lynn burn, the building of a 
new sea wall, extension of the roadway to double 
track and – car parking for 126 cars. 

August 1964
Ferry link-up with islands completed. 
Key link in the new road to the Isles was forged 
at Oban last week when R.M.S. Columba went 
on service between the town and Craignure 
(Mull) and Lochaline to complete the chain 
of car ferries, which have revolutionised sea 
transport on the western seaboard.  Columba,

vehicles.  In the same week last year the vessels 
on this run took under 200 cars.

November 1964
Fire destroys Skye school.  
While pupils watched from the safety of the 
main road, both classrooms and the adjacent 
schoolhouse were destroyed in a blaze, which 
swept through Bernisdale School, just outside 
Portree, Skye.

Tiree forming its own pipe band. 
Tiree is forming a pipe band and already there is 
a muster of a dozen pipers and three drummers.  

1965
March 1965

in Mull.  Negotiations which have been going 
on with the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries for Scotland for the lease of a site at 
Glenforsa are well advanced.  The work is to 
be carried out by the Royal Engineers to give 
practice to the sappers in the speedy construction 

June 1965
Island’s industry forced to close down.  
Cullipool Slate Quarries on Luing, at one time 
the most important in the West Highlands 
and for close on a century the mainstay of the 
island’s economy, ceased operations on Saturday.  
Eight of the eleven men employed there will be 

away on the mainland, which is also owned by 
Scottish Slate Industries.  Three others have 
chosen to look for fresh jobs.

Skye Sunday ferry incidents.
No proceedings are to be taken against 14 Skye-
men arrested on June 6 at Kyleakin following 
upon a demonstration against the opening of the 
Sunday ferry service to Skye.

August 1965
Stately hotel in Skye. 
The conversion of 150-year-old Armadale Castle 
in Skye into a hotel and tourist centre is planned 
by two Dundee-born brothers with a total 
investment of £250,000 in the project.

September 1965
Kintyre burgh wins factory.  
Campbeltown is to get one of the 12 new 
advance factories to be set up in Scotland by the 
Government.  

November 1965
Mull to get a wee theatre. 
Britain’s smallest theatre is being built at 
Dervaig on the Isle of Mull as a new tourist 
attraction.  Behind the scheme are Mr and Mrs 
Barrie Hesketh, a husband and wife team who 
gave up a successful theatre career to make their 
home on Mull.  Mr Hesketh said yesterday that 
the 35-seat theatre, most of which he is building 
himself, will be completed within the next few 
weeks. 

Argyll colliery’s days are numbered. 
Machrihanish Colliery at Campbeltown is one of 
33 Scottish pits to be closed down over the next 

economic reasons.  The pit, which is the district’s 
most important industry, employs 100 men and 
last year produced 19,000 tons of coal.  

December 1965
£6,000 hall project for Tighnabruaich.  
The derelict Royal Hall at Tighnabruaich is 
to be converted into a community centre at a 
cost estimated at £6,000.  The project is being 
sponsored by the newly set-up Kyles of Bute 
Improvement Association.

Foot and Mouth still spreading. 
As the foot and mouth epidemic continued to 
spread the whole of Scotland, including all its 
islands, became a Controlled Area with the 
movement of all livestock totally forbidden.

January 1966
Farmers call for bridge near Barcaldine
Farmers in North Argyll are to press the Govern-
ment for a road bridge across the narrows at the 
entrance to Loch Creran, north of Barcaldine.
The decision was taken by members of the North 
Argyll Area Committee of the NFU at an Oban 
meeting after they learned that the road bridge at 
the east end of the loch is to be replaced.

March 1966
Axe falls on the Connel – Ballachulish Line
The Ballachulish line to close; tolls to be 
abandoned on the Connel Ferry Bridge; Creagan 
railway bridge and parts of the track to be inte-
grated in road improvements.  These decisions 
were made this week by Mrs Barbara Castle, 
Minister of Transport. The following stations 
are involved:- North Connel Halt, Benderloch, 
Barcaldine Halt, Creagan, Appin, Duror, 
Kentallen, Ballachulish Ferry, Ballachulish.

April 1966

Fire twice broke out last week in what is believed 
to be Argyll’s oldest block of tenement houses 
at Bonawe Estate, causing serious damage.  The 
tenement, which consists of 16 houses, was 
built in 1759 to house workers employed in the 
iron-smelting industry and are considered to be 
of considerable historic importance.

May 1966
Auchindrain Museum
A huddle of old croft houses at Auchindrain, 

most extraordinary museum.  The houses are 
to be restored to their original condition and 
furnished as they would have been when they 

June 1966
Prime Minister to open pulp mill
Prime Minister, Rt Hon Harold Wilson, is to 
open the £20m Fort William Pulp and Paper 

thought for many years.

September 1966
Lochgilphead’s £430,000 school opened
Argyll’s lead in using industrialised techniques 
in the building of new schools was praised 
on Monday by Mr Bruce Millan MP, Joint 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, when he 

Brae and technically outwith the burgh, the 
school replaces a structure where the last major 
building took place in 1926.  

November 1966
Probe begins into car ferry tragedy
The 35-ton car ferry, Isle of Gigha, which 
capsized off Islay on Friday with the loss of 
two lives is now lying at Greenock where she 
was towed on Sunday for a Board of Trade 
inspection.  She will shortly be taken to Scott’s 
shipyard, Bowling, for repairs.  The body’s of the 
two men are still missing.

December 1966
Glencoe to have Folk museum
A sword used by one of the MacDonalds of 
Glencoe to defend himself in the Massacre of 
1692 will be one of the treasures on view when 
the Glencoe and North Lorn Folk Museum opens 
in June. 

Dutch trawler sinks in Oban harbour
Fourteen members of a Dutch trawler, the 
youngest 17, scrambled to safety onto a local 

368-ton Rynmond IV from Ymuiden, capsized in 
Oban harbour. The trawler, which was loading 
fresh herring to be salted into barrels for the 
Continent, was lying some 30 yards off the 
Railway Pier when the accident happened.  She 
sank in deep water.

1966

January 1968
Storm smashes houses  
The West Highlands were yesterday counting the 
cost of the storm, which ripped across Scotland 
on Monday morning leaving a trail of devasta-
tion in its wake.  Over the country as a whole, 
hurricane winds, gusting at times up to 118 miles 
an hour, caused 21 deaths, rendered nearly 1,000 
families homeless and left damage estimated at 
many millions of pounds.

March 1968
Boost for island lobstermen.   
Minch shipping and Trading Company Limited, 
of London, announced this week that they 
have taken over Atlantic Seafoods Limited, a 
company formed in 1967 to re-invigorate the 
lobster industry in North Uist.

May 1968
New £100,000 cable laid in Loch Fyne. 
Almost £100,000 was dropped into Loch 
Fyne last week, this being the cost of the new 

cable ship, Alert.  

July 1968
Uist to grow more bulbs.  
The North Uist bulb-growing scheme is likely to 
be extended following the successful cultivation 
of the original trial acreage.  Engineers are 
presently studying the feasibility of reclaiming 
for planting purposes, 1000 acres of tidal land at 
Traigh Valaidh Strand, Sollas.  

September 1968
Liberian vessel wrecked on rocks off Islay.  
The Liberian freighter Agios Minas was still 
stuck fast on rocks off South West Islay yes-
terday – three days after running aground two 
miles north of Portnahaven. The Agios Minas
was carrying a 15 ft high deck cargo of wood 
from Archangel on the White Sea, to Bristol. She 
is believed to be holed in three places.

October 1968
Kintyre man joins cabinet in Rhodesia. 
A Kintyre man, 46-year-old David Smith, has 
been appointed Minister of Agriculture by Ian 

1968

Smith, Prime Minister of Rhodesia.  Mr Smith, 
who was born at Corran Farm, Clachan, went to 
Rhodesia with his younger brother Hamish in 
1946, as an assistant farm manager.

Ardnamurchan airstrip proposal.  
A proposal that the Mull air service should be 
extended to West Ardnamurchan was made at a 
meeting of Argyll County Council in Lochgilp-
head last week.  Local member Mr N. S. Wilson 
said there was suitable ground for an airstrip.  

October 1968
Two police divers drowned at Corpach.  
Crowds attended yesterday the funeral of the 
two Inverness policemen who drowned at the 
weekend while searching for a missing youth in 
the Caledonian Canal near Corpach.

November 1968
Skye Bridge?
The possibility of building a bridge at Kyle 
of Lochalsh, which would link the mainland 
with Skye, is to be investigated by the Scottish 
Council (Development and Industry), “The Oban 
Times” learned yesterday.

Campbeltown shipyard to open next year.  
It is anticipated that between 50 and 75 men will 
ultimately be employed in the new shipyard, 
which will start at Campbeltown next year.

December 1968
Save the Argylls
The organisers of the petition to Save the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders from the 
Government “axe” have called in an industrial 

the thousands of signed forms to the House of 
Commons, where the petition will be presented 
by Mr George Younger, MP for Ayr.

March 1969
New hotel on Dunstaffnage Bay
Plans for the luxury 60-bedroom hotel near 
Dunbeg took another step forward on Tuesday 
when an application for a provisional licence 
was granted by Lorn District Licensing Court at 
Oban. This hotel is part of a project to establish 
a top-class golf course and country club on a site 
at Dunstaffnage Bay.  It is understood that it is 

April 1969
Army ban could cost North Uist £25,000
Fishermen and crofters from all parts of North 
Uist were due to meet in Paible School to discuss 
the Army’s proposed £6m build -up of the Outer 
Isles rocket range.  The build-up, which will be 

increase in the families of soldiers based in 
Benbecula where quite a large number of troops 
are already stationed. There is particular concern 
over the threat to the future of the island’s 

of the main lobster grounds in the area.

New hotel at Benderloch
Work has begun on the construction of the new 
Lynn of Lorne Hotel at Benderloch.  The hotel, 
which will stand on a large site in the centre 
of the village, is being built for Mr and Mrs 
Brownlie Henderson by the well-known local 

It is hoped that the building will be ready for 
occupation in about six month’s time.

June 1969
Man on the Moon - lamps at Torloisk
Villagers in the Mull village of Torloisk can be 
excused for not getting too excited about man’s 
achievements in space.  For they are still living 
in the 19th century so far as light and power are 
concerned. Electricity came to Mull 40 years 
ago when the energy of Tobermory’s famous 
waterfall was harnessed.  Twenty years later the 
hydro-electric board took over and the army of 
pylons began their march across the island. But 
there was no link-up for Torloisk, where the 60 
families still live in the shadows cast by oil or 
vapour lamps.

July 1969
Western Ferries introduce drive-through ship
Western Ferries Ltd, the independent operators, 
take another pioneering step on August 1, when 

through vehicle ferry to operate within Scottish 
coastal waters. The ship, to be named Sound of 
Jura, is being built by the Norwegian shipyard 
of Hatlo Verksted A/s Ulsteinvik.

September 1969

Alistair Maclean’s story, to be made largely in 

1968

location work are now almost complete.  Even at 
this late date the names of the international stars 

by Winkast Films Ltd of Pinewood.

October 1969
Mull swept by rally fever
Rally fever swept Mull yesterday as islanders 
prepared to welcome the 75 teams who are to 
compete in this weekend’s round Mull 24-hour 

Among entrants from all over Britain is 
Scotland’s top rallyist, Andrew Cowan, winner 
of the London to Sydney marathon.

A large part of Argyll may be affected when 
high-speed tests of Britain’s new superjet, 
Concorde, begin next spring, members of Oban 
Town Council were told at their monthly meeting 
on Monday. On some of its faster-than-sound 
test runs the giant aircraft is to be routed directly 
over Oban, and an area for 25 miles on either 

boom.

December 1969
Blacksmiths in the Uists for 900 years
Regret was expressed in Benbecula when the 
news of the death of Mr Murdo MacRury, 
Stilligarry, became known.  He was one of the 
MacRury’s who have been blacksmiths in the 
Uists since the 11th century. 

Tobermory is switched on
At last week’s meeting of Tobermory Town 
Council it was decided that the town’s street 
lighting, now only operating from dusk to 
midnight will in future be switched on from 
dusk to dawn. The extra cost of all night lighting 
for the 26 dark weeks of the year will add about 
£70 to the town’s annual electricity bill.

1970
January 1970
Nevis avalanche kills three
Three experienced climbers, two men and 
a woman, were swept to their deaths by an 
avalanche at the weekend, in the worst accident 
on Ben Nevis since 1956.  A fourth member of 
the party survived.  

February 1970
Trawler launched at Campbeltown yard.  

shipyard, Campbeltown Shipyard Limited and 

and Islands, was launched at Trench Point, 
Campbeltown, last week.  A 50 ft stern trawler, 
the vessel is owned by Mr James MacDonald, 
of Campbeltown and was launched by his wife 
Elizabeth with the name Crimson Arrow.  

March 1970
New Taynuilt sawmill employ 28. 
A new sawmill capable of processing over 
240,000 hoppus feet (about 85,000 tons) of 
home-grown timber per year is to be established 
at Airdeny, Taynuilt.  Full-time employment for 
28 people will be provided immediately by the 
milling and forestry operations with 15 of the 
jobs being taken up by those currently employed 
at Fasnacloich.

April 1970
Prime Minister’s call to action in Oban.  
Rt Hon. Harold Wilson yesterday became the 

Oban when he stepped off the midday train.  
After an enthusiastic welcome by the provost, 
magistrates, STUC council and townspeople, he 
crossed to the Caledonian Hotel, where he was 
entertained to lunch by the town council.

June 1970
Barra and Campbeltown shock.  
The jobs of 31 workers in Campbeltown and 
11 in Barra hang in the balance following last 
week’s announcement that Lennon and Kean, 
Ltd, who with Highland Board assistance set up 
the Afocal Optical factories, have applied to go 
into voluntary liquidation.

July 1970

The people of Toward last week declared their 
opposition to the Murco Oil Company’s proposal 

Plockton man is the new Brain of Britain. 
A retired surgeon from Plockton, Wester Ross, 
became Brain of Britain, 1970, bringing the BBC 
Radio title north of the border for the fourth time 
in six years.  He is Mr Iain Matheson, Rudha 

against 13 to each of his two opponents, one 
from Belfast and the other from Wiltshire.

September 1970

35 years this week following a thunderstorm 
in the early hours of Tuesday morning.  Many 

streets were rendered impassable for a time 
and at Corson’s Mart staff answered an 
emergency call during the night to save stock 
from drowning.  

December 1970
Thirty Argyll schools face closure  
Something like 30 small schools in Argyll face 
closure under a 10-year centralisation plan 
presented yesterday to the county education 
committee meeting in Dunoon.

Fishermen’s bodies recovered
Rosebud II 

was landed at Oban’s Railway Pier on Tuesday 
afternoon.  A second body, that of the youngest 
member of the crew, arrived in Oban on Tuesday 
night.  A “Mayday” signal intercepted by a 
Birmingham radio “ham” on Monday night 
sparked off one of the biggest air-sea rescue 
operations ever to have been mounted in the 
Inner Hebrides – an operation which has ended 
in stark tragedy with the loss of the Burghead 

Rosebud II and her entire crew of 
seven, including two brothers.
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OBAN FILLING STATION
SOROBA ROAD, OBAN
TEL: 01631 571101

HOT FOOD 
TAKEAWAYS

CHILLED BEVERAGES

AND ALL TYPES 
OF CONVENIENCE 

SHOPPING

We’re here for all your needs

TYRES, EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, SERVICING, 
BRAKES & WHEEL ALIGNMENT

24 Hour Breakdown Service 
with Fully Equipped Van

Quarry Road, Oban 
Tel/Fax: (01631) 570000

WINTER TYRES
NOW AVAILABLE

No Tyre Too Big or Small We Fit Them All

Dunbeg Village Store
We have everything!

15 Jane Road, Dunbeg   Tel: 01631 566576

Ladies & Gents 
BRANDED fashions

5 Airds Place, Oban, Argyll   Tel: 01631 566322
Winter Fashion and Accessories Now InGift Vouchers 

Available

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

We’re looking for new volunteers in your area. If you 
can spare a few hours a week, please get in touch.

Please contact Cathi Bertin 
01546 603144  

cathibertin@btconnect.com
PO BOX 9576, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

Thinking of trying on your 
dancing shoes?

For details of a Scottish country dancing 
class near you, contact Sue Porter on 

01631 563103

Tel: 01631 569441
Quarry Road, Oban PA34 4DP

• Car & Van 
Body Repairs

• Insurance 
Work 
Undertaken

• Paint Work 
Services

LIKE it or not, the dark nights are just around the corner. 
So when stocking up, looking for help and support, seeking 
out a service or planning a night out, you need look no 
further than Oban.
With local shops serving up a smorgasbord of ideas, inspiration and quality, 
there is no need to take the arduous three-hour drive elsewhere to spoil friends 
and family.
A walk around the town centre is as good a place as any to start, with the 
different retailers lining the road providing variety in bucketloads.

being able to take advantage of the exceptional local produce and services 

being offered up. Don’t forget though that there are a number of retailers and 
businesses away from the town centre that can serve up the ideal Christmas 
treat.
And all that money you saved on fuel can be used to provide a slap-up feed 

winter chill that is already creeping in.
Winter can also be a time when some sections of our community are in need 
of a little extra help - and there is a network of organisations based locally 
only too willing to offer support.
So whatever you need, think local - Oban has it all.

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

An organisation 

which encourages 

the sharing of skills 

and expertise with 

a focus on daytime 

activities

Monthly meeting on fi rst 

Tuesday of every month, 
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, 

10.30am
Coff ee, tea and biscuits (£2.50)

All welcome. Come along and 
fi nd out what we are about.

Style counts at 
Mull restaurant
A MULL restaurant has been 

the country’s most fashionable 
eatery. 

The tiny 18-seat Ninth Wave 
Restaurant at Fionnphort has 
been nominated, along with some 
of Scotland’s most prestigious 
eateries, for the Scottish Style 
Awards’ Scotland on Sunday 
Most Stylish Restaurant 
accolade.

Owned by husband and wife 
Carla and John Lamont, the 
restaurant has had rave reviews 
since it opened last year, 
boasting a two couvert rating 
in the Michelin guide, as well 

Taste of Scotland Awards last 
year. The restaurant’s latest 
recognition comes thanks to 
its eclectic mix of island water 
hues, natural materials such as 
fossilised marble, slate and wood 
and monochrome photographs of 

boat and curios from the couple’s 
travels.

John say they are overjoyed at the 
nomination. Carla said: ‘We are 
very surprised to be nominated 
as the restaurant décor, menu 
and branding were designed by 
ourselves. 

‘Ninth Wave is such a small 
business and to receive this type 
of nationwide attention we are 
proud as can be.’

John added: ‘We look forward 
to representing the Isle of Mull 
at the event and intend to make 
a good evening of it whether 
we win an award or not. It is a 
great opportunity to promote 
the island. We are truly humbled 
to think of all the members of 
public who took the time to put 
us forward for the award.’

The couple will travel to 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery in 
Glasgow this Saturday for the 
Moët and Chandon sponsored 
awards ceremony, which 
promises to be one of the most 
glitzy events of its kind this 
year with a host of celebrities 
and major international VIPs in 
attendance.

BBC News presenter Catriona Shearer with the 2011 Highlands and Islands Food and Drink Award 
winners. Photo by Bobby Nelson.  

Carla Lamont, co-owner and head chef at Mull’s Ninth Wave 
Restaurant – this week named as one of Scotland’s most stylish 

eateries. 15_t43ninthwave1

Food and drink awards 
for three of Argyll’s best

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

THREE Argyll businesses 
are celebrating after winning 
categories at the Highlands and 
Islands Food and Drink Awards 
on Friday.

Company, Easdale’s Puffer Bar 
and Restaurant and Dunoon’s 
Argyll Smokery clinched 
prestigious prizes at the 
Inverness awards last week.

Based in Aros, the Ethical 

years old, but it is demonstrating 
its potential for future success 
by winning the Environment 
Award, sponsored by Tio Ltd.

Adjudicators were drawn to 
the company’s ‘catch to order’ 
ethos, which sees no damage 
to other species or the marine 
environment.

The selective process also 
means only the right size and 
shape of king scallop – their 
core product – is caught to meet 
demand. 

‘The company is owned by 

husband and wife team Guy 
Grieve and Juliet Knight.

Guy said: ‘We really didn’t 
expect to win it and I think any 
kind of award helps build your 
reputation further. We’re only 

one year and nine months old, 
but this gives us a new sense of 
direction and motivation.’

The Puffer Bar clinched the 
Best Use of Local Food and 
Drink award, sponsored by 

Swanson’s Fruit Company 
and Speyside Specialities, 
impressing judges with its 
warm welcome, fantastic home 
cooking and array of local malts 
and ales.

Owner Keren Cafferty said: 
‘Needless to say we are delighted 
with our win.’

Last, but by no means least, 
the New Business Award went to 
Argyll Smokery, Dunoon, which 
beat off stiff competition from 

to clinch the prize.
Started from scratch by Allan 

McDougall and Karen Baxter, 
the business has already won 
three two-star gold Great Taste 
Awards.

Karen said: ‘We are as happy 

of trading and it seems to have 
past at 100mph. 

‘The products are going really 
well and everyone seems to be 
very happy.’

Meanwhile, the Oban Chocolate 
Company narrowly missed out 
on the New Product Award, with 
the top prize going to Thurso 

range of biscuits.
Environment minister Stewart 

Stevenson addressed the awards, 
which were hosted by BBC 
Scotland presenter Catriona 
Shearer.

ITS GINGER Jakey may have 
kicked up a fuss earlier in the 
year, but Oban Bay Brewery’s 
humour has helped it win an 

beermats.
The British Beermat Collectors 

Society last week named the 
Oban Bay Brewery as the 
winner of its British Beermat 
Set Of The Year thanks to the 
drawings of former Oban High 
School teacher Ian Gowdie 
and designs of Dee Rüdiger of 
DeeVA Design.

The award has been greeted 
with delight by the team behind 
both the beers and the mats 
– particularly as the society 
only discovered them after the 
artwork for Ginger Jakey was 
criticised in the national press 
by Alcohol Focus Scotland for 

‘encouraging’ binge drinking. 
Sticking to its guns, the brewer 
said it wouldn’t change the 
name, saying the name and 
design was simply a lighthearted 
introduction to Scotland’s 
language for tourists to the 
Oban area – where it is almost 
exclusively sold.

The move has certainly paid 
off.

Brewery manager Harry 
Forbes said: ‘The publicity 
from that story started a raft of 
enquiries about the Oban Bay 
Brewery.  

‘People are emailing from all 
over and a real ale festival got 
in touch just the other day about 
Ginger Jakey.  

‘And now we’ve got this award 
for our beer mats and we’re 
absolutely delighted.’

While the name of each ale 
was brainstormed by staff at the 
brewery, the cartoon characters 
for each tipple were created by 
Ian Gowdie, the former head of 
art at Oban High School.

He said: ‘It was very surprising 
to get the award. 

‘I’ve been drawing things like 
this for years and years, to be 
honest, this was done on a casual 
basis.

‘While I’m absolutely 
delighted, I’m more delighted 
for the team at getting this 
recognition.’ 

Dee said: ‘You don’t really 
think about the possibility 
of awards when you go into 
something like this. You just 
want to do a good job.

‘It’s absolutely great that 
they’ve got this award.’

Designer Dee Rüdiger celebrates with artist Ian Gowdie and 
brewer Harry Forbes after the Oban Bay Brewery was named  

creator of the British Beermat Set of The Year. 15_t43beermats1

Brewery’s beautiful beer mats

A WELFARE advice project has 
netted a total of £2 million in 

FISH Argyll is jointly run by 
four housing associations and 
has helped more than 1,300 
tenants, many with health and 
mobility problems or very 

reach the impressive milestone.
One retired North Connel 

couple, the Livingstones, had 

but gave up because the process 

was too complicated. With the 

Corrina MacKenzie, the couple 

were due. Corrina, who covers 
Oban, Lorn and Isles for the 
project, said: ‘Now Mr and Mrs 
Livingstone have a better quality 
of life and have been able to pay 
for some help around the house.’

Demand for the service is 
expected to rise further as 

come in. 

Threats land 
mother-of-fi ve       
in jail for 40 days
Patricia McGuire has once 
again been sent to prison, 
this time for her threatening 
behaviour at a Shore Street 
property.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last Thursday, homeless 
McGuire, 47, admitted shouting, 
swearing and kicking a wall on 
October 19, causing occupants 
fear and alarm.

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered 
McGuire, whose address was 
given as Solas Homeless Unit, 
Albany Street, to serve 40 days 
in prison.

Locked up for 
cannabis off ence
AN OBAN man who was 

concerned in the supply of 
cannabis has been jailed for 
seven days as an alternative.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week, Robert Lopez, 
21, of 14 Combie Street, Oban, 
was found guilty of being 
concerned in the supply of the 
Class B drug on February 21 at 
29d High Street.

but with no time to pay Sheriff 
Douglas Small remanded Lopez 
for a week.

200-hour payback 
order for thief
A FORMER Oban resident who 
broke into a car to steal CDs, 
£90 cash, a jumper and ferry 
tickets has been placed on a 
community payback order.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week, Graham 
MacGillvray, whose address 
was given as Penny Croft Moss, 
Acharacle, was told to complete 
200 hours unpaid work within 
six months.

Defendant found 
with drug at home
A 31-YEAR-old Oban man who 
intended to supply cannabis has 
been ordered to complete 216 
hours of community service.

Appearing before Sheriff 
Douglas Small at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week, Jamie 
McGuckin, of Flat 8, Stevenson 
House, Oban, was found guilty 
of having the Class B drug at 
his home address on October 22 
last year.
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Various artists - Brigh Na Nollaig
A superb album of Gaelic carols in aid of 
the Highland Hospice charity. These carols 

-
cast on BBC Alba as part of their watch 
night services, now released on CD for the 

Graham, Maggie MacDonald, Margaret 
Stewart, Paul McCallulm, Lews Castle College Benbecula, 
Bun Sgoil Ghaidhlig Inbhir-Nis and Inverness Gaelic Choir. 
Get ready for Christmas and support the provision of free 
palliative care across the Highlands

Fiona Cuthill And Stevie Lawrence
A Cruel Kindness
Two highly respected and experienced 
Scottish musicians combine in a new duo 
to produce a top quality album, mostly 

-

based band Rallion. The 13 tracks include contemporary 
folk music with a touch of rock attitude. 

The Cullivoe Band - Hairst Blinks
The famed Shetland dance band, from a 

-
land of Yell, named their latest album after 
a Shetland dialect term for the Northern 
Lights. The 17 tracks include jigs, march-

popular at events throughout Shetland and beyond.

CD
review

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Thursday night > Ceilidh Night 
Skipinnish Celidh House from 9pm

Saturday night > Club Night 
Skipinnish Celidh House from 11pm 

Fri 28th & Sat 29th October > Halloween Party 
Markie Dans with Chris Suckle

Fri 4th & Sat 5th November > 2 Can Dance 
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 29th October > Monster Ball 
Coasters Warm up Session 

DJ Ewen MacEachen
9pm – Late

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Now is the time to book your special 
Christmas Party 
Lunch or Dinner 

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

GERRIE
KOSTICK’S

EXHIBITION
‘Painting with Threads’

Dochas Gallery
Lochgilphead

Friday 28th October
At 7.00pm

FREE ADMISSION

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 41,320* readers 
could be reading your advert. 

shot in his home town.
News of the Best Short Film nomination 

from the Scottish BAFTAs came as a 

That’s not to say it hasn’t already enjoyed 

this year.

here.  

enter it into the BAFTA awards. When I 
was told of the nomination I was delighted. 

and we all did it for free so it’s great to get 

Scottish BAFTA awards ceremony on 

some recognition.’

channel to direct a drama in a showcase of 

It was the third time the LORN 

Carriage rides

test.

 season of concerts 

on piano.
The performance was staged 

Varied programme

sections on Songs of the British 

Rastopchina. 

at Bowmore Primary to design a new sign for it. 

artist.  

Right: Enjoying a cuppa at 
the Oban and District Branch 
of Cancer Research UK coffee 
morning are, from left: Anne 

Kunz, Joan Tolmie and Marjorie 
Milton. 15_t43cancercoffee1

Isla and Robbie McGregor checked out some tasty varieties in the Scottish National Apple 
Collection. 15_t43apple01

BAFTA glory beckons 

Changing way 
of island life 
captured by        
oral project

oral history project. 

will record the memories of 

present day. The project has 

history project to go ahead.  The 

this element of the island’s 

primary school and Iona’s 

On song: Painist Laura Baxter with singers Wilma MacDougall and Paul Keohane. 
15_t43musicsociety1

New season 
of concerts 
in Oban

Supporters              
out in force 
for coffee  
morning

Colonsay plans 
first book festival

Organisers hope to attract 

The Oban 
Times.

written yet?’ 
The committee of islanders 

initially come from the island’s 

the committee is also planning 

with entries of no more than 

islanders practising the art 

coinciding with the start of 

OBAN U3A
Monthly Coffee Morning
Caledonian Hotel, Oban
Tuesday Nov. 1st 2011

10.30 am
Our monthly coffee and 

chat meeting for members 
new and old.

   Meur Lochabair
MOD PRIZEWINNERS 

CEILIDH
With guests

West End Hotel, 
Fort William
Saturday, 

October 28th
@ 8pm

Admission £7

CHARITY
Christmas Card Sale

Saturday 5th 
November

10am – 3.30pm
St John’s Cathedral

George Street
Oban

Tel 01631 569641

FORT WILLIAM
 ACCORDION & FIDDLE 

CLUB
Musical Evening

on Tuesday 1st November, 
2011 at 8pm

GUEST ARTISTS:
 Michael Philip Trio

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 

ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL FIND 
AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

HOLLY TEA
Glencruitten Parish Church Hall
Saturday 5th November 

at 2.00 pm
in aid of Multiple Sclerosis 

Therapy Centre Oban
  Donation at door

Tea / Coffee  -  Hot Mince 
Pies  -  Shortbread

Home Baking Stall, Prize 
Numbers, Christmas Cards

 Children’s Surprise Dip, 
and Lots more

Please give us your support today

Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club

Monthly Club Night
Thursday 3rd November 

2011
Argyllshire Gathering Hall

7.30pm
Audience and Players Welcome

Special Guest Artiste
Roya MacLean Trio

Admission £3
Come Along and Enjoy the Music

Local
Producers
Market

LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

HILL NORTH 
COUNTRY CHEVIOT 

RAMS FOR SALE 
AND HIRE, 

Registered Flock.
Telephone N. Robertson 

07768 506826

KEIL ENGINE
SERVICES

New Quads in 
Stock at Discount 

Prices
Tel: 01631 720380

Really nice friendly 
pedigree shetland, 

shearlings, lamb tups 
and wethers 

{for wool} for sale. 
Please contact 

Peta Burton Smith, 
Kilchrenan, Taynuilt 

Argyll
PA35 1HF- 

Tel 01866 833354

Oban livestock conference will     
focus on rising liver fluke problem
A FREE conference on how cattle 
and sheep farmers can deal with 

will be held in Oban next month.
Minimise financial losses 

-
cial losses associated with liver 

-

disease costs the Scottish live-

– and its incidence has more than 

problem before.  

-
-

resistance have also been recorded 
is also a real concern.

-

their farm.’

economic implications for the 

-

25 per cent of all lamb and cattle 
livers in Scotland.

event for vets and SQPs - has been 

leader in research into the health 

part of a National Animal Health 
Roadshow. 

will be held at the Royal Hotel on 
November 8 from 7.30pm. 

Admission is free and open to 
-

on 0131 4455111 or visit www.

-

Texel cross lambs from Neriby led the day’s lamb prices 

sold at £88. 
-

Neriby sold to £84.50.

UNITED Auctions held a sale of all classes suckled calves 
and store cattle at Islay Auction Mart on Friday, when 
when they sold 366 head. 

Bullocks sold to £845 for Aberdeen Angus cross calves 
from Carn and averaged £574 per head or 199p per 
kilo. 

Heifers sold to £775 for Limousin crosses from Knock-
learach and averaged £537 per head or 193p per kilo. 

Some annual consignments of spring born calves at this 
sale recorded the following averages: Ardnave £630.74 
(£494.58 last year); Neriby £620.95 (£546.00 last year); 

(£421.33 last year).

MULL AND Morvern Agricultural Society are seeking 
a new secretary and treasurer, with incumbent Greg 
Marsh retiring from the dual role next month.

Mr Marsh will step down from the role he has held for 
three years at the organisation’s AGM on November 22.

While currently a dual role, Mr Marsh said the roles 
may be separated for the coming year.

Expenses and remuneration will be provided.
Mr Marsh, who is already working on next year’s Salen 

Show following from this August’s success, said: ‘I’ve 
been here for three years, from a show that was need-
ing a bit of rejuvenation and fresh money, it has all now 

started planning for next year.
‘I’m very willing to help the next person or persons 

that come in with plans for next year.’
Contact Greg on greg.marsh@hotmail.co.uk or 01681 

705 222 or the society’s chairman, Fiona Boa, on 07765 
966 239 for more information.

Seaview Blueface Leicester shearling sells 
for £1,100 at Carlise show and sale
A BLUEFACED Leicester shearling from Seaview, Benderloch, 

for £1,100.
The home-bred shearing from Allan MacKellar was born 

Highland Show in June.
It went on to class wins at the Campbeltown, Lorn and Appin 

shows that year. This year, it won second at the Royal Highland 
-

beltown and Lorn shows before his success and sale at Carlisle.
The shearling is out of Esmerelda Seaview Blue, who was 

reserve female champion at 2010’s Royal Highland Show.

Lamb trade continues to rise at Oban

OBAN
Caledonian Marts
Lambs:
Texel - £61.50 Slaterich; 

Cross - £61 Slaterich; 

Ewes: 
Texel - £82 Slaterich; 

Cross - £71 Salachan; 

Tups:

Texel - £200 Newton of Crathie; 
Cheviot - £180 Torosay. 
Ewe Lambs:

Gimmers:

Wedders:
Cheviot - £88 Slaterich; 
Texel - £77 Stronacroibh; 

DALMALLY
United Auctions
Lambs:

Farm Co; 

Farm; 

Farms; 

Estate; £40 – Littleport.
Gimmers:

Ewes

Lismore. 

-

Prices per kilo
Lambs:

Lismore. 

ISLAY
United Auctions
Lambs:

£68 – Starchmill; £67.50 & £66 

Chlassan. 

-

– Starchmill; £58.00 – Pairc A 
Chlassan.

Gimmers:  

Wedders:

Ewes:

ISLAY
United Auctions
Bullocks:

£600 – Ardnave. 

Heifers: 

– Neriby; £680 – Ardnave; £655 

Heifers with calves

Cows with calves

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:

284.7p; 

221.1p;  

Heifers:

Breeding sheep: 
Ewes;

Gimmers:

Stock ewes:

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Heifer with male calf:

Heifer with heifer calf:

Cow with male calf:

Cow with heifer calf: 

In calf heifers:

-

In calf cows:
Simmental Cross – Cromarty 

Bulls:

Bulling heifers

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks:

224.3p; 

Heifers:

202.4p; 

188.5p; 

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Gimmers: 

Correct ewes:

Broken mouth ewes: Texel Cross 

Feeding ewes:

-

Lambs: 

Feeding rams:

£81; 

£78. 
Wedders:

STIRLING
United Auctions
Lambs:

172p.
Ewes:

Rams:

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Ram lambs:

Shearlings:

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
North Country Hill Cheviots
Shearlings

Two shear 

Three shear

Four shear 

Flock averages

DINGWALL
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Prime stock sale
Bullocks: 

Heifers: 

Lambs:  

175.2p;  

155.6p.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 351 head of breeding 
cattle at its Dingwall sale on Monday, when an excellent show 
for quality met an extremely strong demand.

Heifers with bull calves at foot sold to £2,100  for a Limousin 
cross from Crossal, Isle of Skye while heifer with heifer calves 
sold to £2,050 for a Limousin cross from Folly, West Murkle.

Cows with bull calves at foot sold to £1,700 for a British 
Shorthorn cross cow from Achtuie, Drumnadrochit while cows 
with heifer calves sold to £1,850 for a Limousin cow from Kin-
nahaird, Contin.

In calf heifers sold to £2,000 for a Limousin cross from Leanach 
Farm, Culloden and in calf cows sold to £1,550 for a Limousin 
from Kinnahaird.

Bulls fetched to £2,500 for a Limousin from Clury Farm, 
Dulnain Bridge.

A good show of bulling heifers sold to £1,120 for a pen of Sim-
mental crosses from Borlum Farm, Drumnadrochit.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 727 weaned calves 
and store cattle at its Dingwall sale last Wednesday, when top 
quality calves continued to sell at last weeks high rates while 
weathered and longer keeping kinds sold at less money.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 5,042 breeding and 
feeding sheep at its Dingwall sale last Thursday, when both 
breeding and feeding ewes met an extremely strong demand.

Tain.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 527 rams at its 
annual show and sale of North Country Hill Cheviots in 
Dingwall last week, when a satisfactory trade met from 

day.
Highest bid on the day came for a four-shear from 

Brackside, Thurso which sold to £6,000. Another four-
shear from Seaforth, Dunnet sold to £2,000.

A two-shear from Armadale Farm fetched £1,500, 
while the three-shears were led at £1,200 by one from 
Torrish Estate. Shearlings sold to £750 from 185 Migdale 
and Gilston. The overall sale average was up £28.68 for 
seven more sold.

Quality cattle maintain premium rates

Dalmally sale meets spirited trade

Ewes in demand at Dingwall sells 5,000

Heifers with calf at foot top £2,100 as 
Dingwall sale meets strong demand

Prime lambs back on the week at Stirling

Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd met a brisk trade at Oban on Tuesday when they had forward more than 1,100 cattle. Demand was strong 
throughout the day with quality breeding cattle selling at premium rates. Picture - Kevin McGlynn
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/03341/FUL

11/03507/FUL

11/03662/FUL

11/03700/FUL

11/03787/PIP

Development Address

Site 280m West of 
Grigadale
Kilchoan

Land 70m SE of Tigh-Sona
Achindaul
Spean Bridge

Land 480m West of Godag 
House
Isle of Muck

Land to South West of Lime 
Tree Cottage
Invergarry

Site 35m North West of 
Dalbreagha
Onich

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of guest house

Erection of house

Renewal of application 
08/00407/OUTLO - 
Erection of house & garage

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

We want to hear from you if you have: 

• The appropriate experience and qualification in 

journalism

• Shorthand  

• Ambition and enthusiasm 

• Talent, self motivation and commitment 

• A full current driving licence

• Knowledge of the West Highlands and Argyll a 

definite advantage

We offer a good, competitive salary, excellent 

benefits and great working conditions. Please 

apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 

personnel@obantimes.co.uk

The Highlands’ Biggest Selling 
Weekly Newspaper

Applications are invited for the post of:

JUNIOR REPORTER 
to work within our group of newspapers

NOTICE  is hereby given that an action has been 
raised in Oban Sheriff Court by Volkswagen Fi-
nancial Services (UK) Limited, Pursuer, calling as 
a Defender Greg McPhail whose last known ad-
dress is Ground Flat 2, 1B Burnside Place, Oban 
PA34 4JZ and latterly at 10 Glencruitten Rise, 
Oban PA34 4RX and whose present whereabouts 
are unknown. If Greg McPhail wishes to defend 
the action or make any claim or seek any order 
he should immediately contact the sheriff clerk at 
Oban Sheriff Court, Sheriff Court House,  Albany 
Street,   OBAN PA34  4AL from whom the service 
copy initial writ may be obtained. If he fails to do 
so decree may be granted against him.
Solicitor, 279 Bath Street, GLASGOW G2 4JL
Agent for the Pursuer

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE 
Niall McLean trading as Geo-rope Ltd of 
Druimindaraich, West Laroch, Ballachulish, 
Argyll, PH49 4JQ, is applying for a licence 
to use 2 goods vehicles. Owners or occupi-
ers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 

386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stat-
ing their reasons, within 21 days of the 
notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A guide to making 

COIRE GLAS HYDRO ELCTRIC SCHEME 
PRE- APPLICATION CONSULTATION PUBLIC EVENT
Proposal: SSE Renewables Developments (UK) Limited is proposing to 
develop a  pumped storage hydro electric scheme of up to 600MW capacity 
to the north-west of Loch Lochy in the Great Glen.
We will be submitting a planning application to Scottish Ministers later this 
year. Ahead of this we are holding a public information exhibition to provide 
people with the opportunity to learn more about the proposals and raise any 
questions that they may have with our project team. Details are as follows:
THE  PUBLIC EXHIBITION
Will take place on
Wednesday, 9th November, 2011 from 1pm to 7pm at Glengarry Community 
Hall
Further information relating to the Proposals may be obtained by visiting 
www.sse.com/CoireGlas. Alternatively, contact:
Susan Scobie of SSE Corporate Affairs, SSE, Inveralmond House, 200 
Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ. susan.scobie@sse.com
Those wishing to make comment on the Proposals may do so at the above 
event and/or in writing to Susan Scobie at the above address.

INFORMATION EVENING
MERCURE HOTEL, INVERNESS

WEDNESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2011
17:00 - 19:00

The Crofters Commission is holding an Information Evening, 
for prospective candidates for election to the new Crofting 
Commission.
The purpose of the evening is to give members of the public, 
who may consider standing for election, the opportunity to 
meet existing Commissioners and Commission staff and get an 
insight into the duties and responsibilities of a Commissioner.
If you would like to attend, please register at info@
crofterscommission.org.uk before 8th November. Alternatively, 
call to register on 01463 663439.
For further information please contact Jane Thomas on 01463 
663479 jane.thomas@crofterscommission.org.uk

FEASGAR FIOSRACHAIDH
TAIGH-ÒSTA MERCURE, INBHIR NIS

DICIADAIN 16 SAMHAIN 2011
17:00 - 19:00

Tha Coimisean nan Croitearan a’ cumail Feasgar Fiosrachaidh 
do thagraichean a tha san amharc a thaobh taghadh gu 
Coimisean ùr na Croitearachd.
‘S e adhbhar an fheasgair, cothrom a thoirt do bhuill den 
phoball a dh’fhaodas beachdachadh air seasamh airson an 
taghaidh, coinneachadh ri Coimiseanairean a th’ ann aig an 
àm seo agus ri luchd-obrach a’ Choimisein, gus in-shealladh 
fhaotainn air na dleastanasan agus na h-uallaichean a tha an 
lùibh obair Coimiseanair.
Nam bu mhath leat a bhith an làthair, feuch gun clàraich thu aig 
info@crofterscommission.org.uk ro 8 Samhain. No, faodaidh tu 
fònadh airson clàradh air 01463 663439.
Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh, cuir fios gu Sìne NicThòmais air 
01463 663479 no jane.thomas@crofterscommission.org.uk

In association with myjobscotland

BioMar Ltd.
Sales Support Manager

BioMar Ltd. is a leading and growing supplier of feed to the Scottish and Irish 
salmon farming industries. Following internal reorganisation a vacancy has 
arisen for the new role of Sales Support Manager.
This challenging role will have responsibility for the following key functions:-
• Ensuring the effective provision of agreed commercial and technical support 

to customers.
• Monitoring of feed performance and competitiveness.

and customer requirements.
• Support in co-ordinating customer and quality standard audits.
• Support in ensuring smooth provision of required delivery logistics from mill 

to farm.
The job will necessitate extensive travel and require practical hands on approach 

On offer is a competitive salary, company car and pension scheme.

Administrator at pdonnelly@biomar.co.uk.
Closing date for applications is 18th November 2011

Temporary Maternity Leave Cover (2 posts)
Post 1 Area Office Administration Officer
Mid Argyll & Kintyre
Salary Grade 6 (£25,400 - £29,554)
35 hours per week
Interviews for this post will be held in Lochgilphead on 
29th November 2011
Post 2 Investment Assistant Lochgilphead
Salary Grade 9 (£18,776 - £20,863)
35 hours per week
Interviews for this post will be held in Lochgilphead on 
2nd December 2011
Closing Date for applications:
12 noon on Friday 11th November 2011
To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk ; 
Tel 01546 605 859 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Laboratory Technician
Salary - £16,452 - £20,873 per annum

An opportunity has arisen for the appointment of a Technician 
within Marine Harvest’s Laboratory, located within our Blar 
Mhor Processing Plant in Fort William.

Reporting to the Food Safety Manager, duties will include a 
wide range of microbiological, biochemical and flesh quality 
analyses. The work will cover a number of scientific disciplines 
and the successful candidate will be required to be flexible 
and able to adapt easily to changeable routines. 

Previous laboratory experience and a biology/chemistry 
science qualification would be an advantage but not essential 
as full training will be given. Attention to detail and good 
organisational skills are essential. Applicants must also possess 
a high degree of computer literacy.

Hours of work are 40 per week, Monday to Friday, and 
weekends on a rotational basis.

In return, Marine Harvest offers a competitive salary and 
benefits package.

If you would like to be considered for this role, please apply 
in writing to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Marine Harvest Scotland Ltd, Business Resource Centre, Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT by closing 
date of Friday 4th November.

Charles Kennedy MP 
Serving Ross, Skye & Lochaber

Saturday 29th October 2011
10:00 to 11:00

The Moorings Hotel
Banavie Fort William 

PH33 7LY
No appointment necessary 

Or get in touch with my office 
at any time:

5 MacGregor’s Court, 
Dingwall, IV15 9HS

Phone: 01349 862152
Fax: 01349 866829

charles@highlandlibdems.org.uk

Proposed Assignation of a 
Grazings Share(s)

Mr C.G. and Mrs C.E. Lee-
son-Payne are applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to assign the grazings 
share(s) pertaining to the croft 
at Oakwood, Muirshearlich, 
Banavie,Fort William, Inver-
ness-shire, to Mr P and Mrs J E 
Hodges of the above address.
If you are a crofter, shareholder 
or owner of a croft in the town-
ship or if the Commission 
consider that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing or 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: 
info@crofterscommission.org.
uk) by 27th November 2011.  
Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties.Your comments would 
also be released under a 
Freedom of Information 
enquiry. Frivolous, vexatious 
or unreasonable comments 
cannot be accepted.

HGV CLASS 
2 DRIVER

Required for 
permanent Night Shift

Monday – Friday to 
drive between Oban 

and Glasgow (Return)
For further details 
call: Mr Cameron 
on 01397 703438 
or 07711 818320

PUBLIC NOTICES

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

11/01894/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of 
vehicular access and installation of septic 
tank.

Land to North of Seabank 
Farmhouse Benderloch
Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA37 1SB

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/01915/PP Construction of wind farm comprising of 2 
x 750kw wind turbines (77 metres to blade 
tip), crane hardstanding, control building, 
temporary construction compound and 
formation of vehicular access

Gallanach Isle of Coll 
Argyll and Bute PA78 6TE

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

11/01971/PP Formation of 3 dormer windows. 1 Blackmill Cottage Taynuilt
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

11/01988/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse 26 Lorn Road Dunbeg Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1QG

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

11/01990/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of sewage treatment plant and 
formation of vehicular access

Land Adjacent to Lonan
Cottage Glenlonan Oban 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number 
in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

11/01889/PP Change of use of former Scottish water 
pumphouse to hut/bothy and retrospective 
installation of flue

The Pumping Station 
Portnahaven Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute PA47 7SG

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

11/01929/PP Erection of 20 kilowatt wind turbine 
(15.43 metres to hub height)

Kentraw Farmhouse
Bruichladdich Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA49 7UN

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Glencruitten 
Tenants & Residents 

Association 

AGM
Wednesday 2 

November 2011
7pm

Oban Lorne Rugby Club

Please support your 

local community by 

attending.

Require an individual with experience in 
estimating, costing and surveying for various 

projects throughout Argyll and the Islands.
APPLICATIONS IN WRITING, OR C.V., TO:-

MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION LTD, 
KILMORY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RR

E-mail – jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Budget consultation meetings
You are invited to have your say at our budget 

consultation meeting:
Council Chambers, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

2 November, 10am
Make your voice heard on next year’s budget for the 

council, NHS and other community planning partners. 
Find out more about the council’s budget 

at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Lakeland Group and Northern Isles Salmon joined forces to become the Meridian 
Salmon Group.  We are a fully integrated salmon producer with both fresh and 
seawater operations throughout Cumbria, Argyll and the Northern Isles of Orkney 
and Shetland.
We are seeking the following staff for our sites in Loch Craignish and Loch Melfort, 
Argyll:

Boatman

Husbandry Worker
We are looking for an enthusiastic, motivated employee to work on our sea sites to 

experience would be an advantage.  Due to the remote location of some of our sites, 
a driving licence is essential.

Weekend Staff
Staff required for our weekend rota to assist full-time staff on our cage sites.
Please send your application to:
Violet McDougall, HR Manager, Meridian Salmon, Tigh MhicLeoid, 
3 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8JL
Or emai to violet.mcdougall@meridiansalmon.com
Closing date for applications is Friday 4th November.
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West Coast property service

BARBRECK COTTAGES
Two Cottages set in 2.05 acres of land for sale overlooking 
Loch Awe and surrounding hills in rural location on the 
outskirts of the village of Kilchrenan.
Barbreck Cottages are semi detached, 
each one has three bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen, bathroom, hall & 
decking area. All rooms are a good 
size and have a very large attic space. 
They could either be used as separate 
units or together to form one larger 
house.
Offers over £250,000 for the 
whole are invited.
Or offers over £135,000 per 
cottage - extra land to be 
negotiated separately.
Tel: 01866 833292 email: brenneish@mac.com 
www.west-scotland-tourism.com/Cottages-For-Sale

TO RENT 
Furnished 
3 bedroom 
bungalow
North Connel

£650 pcm + C/Tax 
& Bills

References
essential

Tel: 01631 710882

HOUSE FOR RENT
Brand new 3 bed 

(plus study) detached 
house near Ford. 

Unfurnished for long 
let @£575 pcm plus 

bills.
07778107035 or 

email preferable on 
macewanclan@
hotmail.co.uk

TO RENT
ISLAND OF LUING
4 bed house with sea views

Unfurnished
would suit family
good local school

large garden & off road 
parking

£500pcm
Band E Council Tax

Contact
luing_rentals@live.co.uk

TO LET
KINLOCHLEVEN

3 Bedroom semi 
detached house with 
garage and garden, 

£500pcm + Council 
Tax + Utilities.

Telephone 
07787 723243 or 

01855 811216

TO LET OBAN, 
2 BEDROOM 

FLAT

November
– April.

Telephone
07775742673

TO LET OBAN
Furnished 4 bedroom 
large detached house 
with large garden, 

no DSS, 

£750pcm + bills. 

Telephone 
07919390888

COTTAGE TO LET
Main A82 

Spean Bridge Area
4 Bedrooms, 
unfurnished,

central heating, parking, 
long lease preferred, 

£600pcm.
Sorry No DSS. 

Telephone 07833 151430 
or 07598 712565

We’re rather choosy about the holiday properties we let out – it’s what
the discerning customers who book them year after year expect. 

From stately manor houses to the quaintest country cottages, if you’ve
got an impressive property that would benefit from local expertise, a
nationwide reputation and our superb track record of occupancy, then
you can afford to be choosy and select the UK’s leading letting agency.

0845 268 0556
www.letmycottage.com

Desirable properties,
desired by the UK’s leading
holiday rental agency.

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED House to Let 
Inverinan

Large unfurnished 

3 bedroom house with 

garden, on school bus 

route, electric heating 

throughout, £650 pcm 

+ bills, references and 

deposit required, sorry 

no DSS. 

Telephone 
01866 833097

AUCTION

TO LET

ONE BEDROOM FLATS 
TO LET IN TOWN CENTRE, 

CAMPBELTOWN
Furnished or unfurnished

Rent £250 pcm
Tel: 07983 347638

WANTED TO RENT
Site for single wind turbine
50 – 100 Kw
Tel: 07967 692616

COMMERCIAL

ONE BEDROOM 
FLAT TO LET
Central Oban

Fully furnished
Recently refurbished

£450 pcm + C/tax & Bills
No D.S.S. Smokers or Pets

Available immediately

TEL: 07973408110

PROPERTY

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers in the region 
of £55,000

5 Killeonan, Southend Road, 
By Campbeltown
Mid-terraced stone built cottage with lovely 
open views to the west.  It is in need of some 
upgrading and modernization but this is 

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

• Open Plan Livingroom/
Kitchen

• Double Bedroom

• Rear Hallway
• Bathroom 

C & D Mactaggart
Solicitors

KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCY

Castlehill, Campbeltown,
 Argyll, PA28 6AR

Telephone (01586) 552317 Fax (01586) 554719
Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN

Telephone (01546) 602581
E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

This field extends to .631 hectares with Planning Permission for four 
dwelling houses and four garages.  Houses will be pleasingly situated in 
open farmland with easy access to Campbeltown for all amenities.
Offers in the region of £70,000

LAND WITH PLANNING PERMISSION 
FOR FOUR DWELLING HOUSES AT 
5 KILLEONAN, BY CAMPBELTOWN

Land at Kilmelford
Kilmelford, Argyll

A substantial block of agricultural and amenity
land located within a highly scenic part of
Argyll with sea frontage
Approximately 848.39 acres (343.34 hectares) 
in total
Available as a whole or in four separate lots

bellingram.co.uk

Last-ditch
bid to save 
village toilets
Lack of consultation prompts 
petition and poster campaign 

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

BUSINESSES and residents 
in Tobermory are mounting a 
last ditch campaign to save the 
Main Street public toilets in 
Tobermory after it was put up for 
sale by Argyll and Bute Council 
earlier this year.  

The council’s Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
is recommending a bid from 
a small local coalition, which 
would result in the demolition of 
the toilet block on Main Street.

However, residents claim there 
has been no recent consultation 
with the Tobermory community, 
prompting a ‘Save Our Toilet 
Block’ petition and poster 
campaign.  

Already, more than 20 
businesses plus many residents 
and visitors have pledged their 
support to the petition.

Main Street resident Nic 
Davies said: ‘This decision 
stinks as badly as the toilets did 
under council control.’ 

It is believed one of the 
rejected bids included at least 
one commercial bid from a 
Mull resident, which guaranteed 
to re-open the toilets for the 

foreseeable future, apparently 
the only bidder to do so.

Residents also say at least 
two rejected bids offering tens 
of thousands of pounds for 
the block have been ignored, 
prompting ‘anger’ amongst the 
community.

Local businesses have 
complained that visitors 
constantly ask to use their toilets, 
a sure sign, they say, that people 

toilets inconvenient.
The area committee’s 

recommendation has to be 

at its meeting on November 3.
Placing a protest poster in 

his window, owner of Harbour 
Guest House and Sugar Rush, 
Robin Harrowsmith, said: ‘The 
council closed these original 
toilets ages ago, ironically to 
save money, arguing that people 
could now use the new Harbour 
Visitor Centre.

‘Yachties aside, for most locals 
and visitors these new pay toilets 
are impractical, involving a long 
walk to the far end of Ledaig car 
park. 

‘It’s a hassle for most, and all 

elderly.’
Campaigners are asking Mull 

residents and visitors to sign the 
petition, available in Tobermory 
businesses, well before the 
November 3 deadline and to 
contact the council or their 
political representatives directly 
to let them know their views.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Argyll 
and Bute Council recently 
marketed the former Tobermory 
public conveniences for sale and 
received several offers by the 
closing date. 

‘The offers were considered by 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee at its meeting on 
October 13 and a report will now 
be considered by the council’s 

meeting on November 3.  
‘At present no decision has 

been made.’

The Alcock family from Alsager in Cheshire lend their support to campaigner Jeanette Gallagher by signing the petition.

Clean bill of health for food service
ARGYLL and Bute does not 
blow its own trumpet enough 
when it comes to the quality of 
the food it produces and how 
safe it is.

More than 60 businesses across 
the region make it the third 
biggest food manufacturer; one 

Europe and the largest supplier 
of processed oysters.

The area is the main scallop 
sector and one of the main 
salmon smokers.

And Argyll and Bute Council’s 
environmental health service, 

which regulates the safety of this 
vital, money-making industry, 
has just had its own clean bill of 
health.

Best practice
A three-day audit by the Food 

Standards Agency (Scotland) 
found three major areas of the 
work done by the service were 

as best practice, meaning that 
others should follow the Argyll 

know how it’s done.
The auditors put Highland and 

Aberdeen councils to the test as 

well, because together the three 
authorites represent the three 
main food manufacturing and 
processing areas in Scotland.

And where the audit found 
minor points that did need 
further attention, Argyll and 
Bute had already drawn up an 
action plan for improvements.

When this news was delivered 
to the planning, protective 
services and licensing 
committee of the council last 
week the members felt it was 
cause for congratulations 
to the environmental health 

department. Chairman Daniel 
Kelly said how important it was 
that Argyll and Bute produce had 
such a high reputation for safety, 
not only here for residents and 
tourists but also for the market 
both at home and overseas for 
our produce.

Satisfying
‘We take our responsibilities 

in the area of food safety 

very satisfying,’ he said.
‘This is a wonderful untold 

story,’ said Councillor Rory 
Colville.

POSTCARDS by Hollywood 
actress Emma Thompson and 
noted artists Richard Demarco 
and Philip Hughes will be 
auctioned in Aberfeldy tomorrow 
(Friday) to boost a local cinema 
campaign.

The Friends of the Birks 
Cinema hope there will be 
plenty of interest in the ‘postcard 
auction’ as they aim to raise the 

full £1.8million by January 
to rebuild the once disbanded 
picture house.

Not only will bidders have the 
chance to buy postcard-sized 
artworks by famous artists, but 
the auction will also include full 
sized works from highly regarded 
local artists and students of the 
craft at Breadalbane Academy.

Julia Watson, Birks cinema 

trustee and auction organiser, 
said: ‘The range and quality 
of works already submitted is 
fabulous and we hope lots of 
people will come along on the 

love to hang on their walls. 
All works will go online and 

bids are welcome via email in 
advance.

The auction will take place 

at the Birks Cinema building 
in Aberfeldy Square, 7pm for 
7.30pm, on Friday.

Works will be on view at the 
cinema today and tomorrow 
from 11am to 3pm. 

Advance bidding will be 
accepted then.

To bid online and for 
more information, check 
birkscinemafriends.org.uk.

Postcard auction in aid of Birks Cinema appeal

Shellfi sh 
harvesting halted
RAISED levels of naturally 

to be present in lochs Striven 
and Riddon.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
environmental health team has 

halt their work until the levels 

these areas may pose a risk to 
human health.

Signs have been erected to 
warn of the danger and will 
be removed when the levels 
subside.

More information is available 
from the council’s regulatory 
services department on 01631 
567920.

Beached whale 
false alarm
REPORTS of a beached whale 
near Dunstaffnage on Sunday 
turned out to be a false alarm. 

Clyde Coastguard received 
a call of a beached animal just 
outside Dunstaffnage Bay and 
dispatched Oban Coastguard 
Rescue Team to investigate. 
The British Divers Marine Life 
Rescue boat also joined the 
search.   

Nothing was found and the 
callout was judged a false alarm 
with good intent.

Biomass heating 
for council
ARGYLL and Bute councillors 
voted themselves a cosy deal 
last week at the planning, 
protective services and 
licensing committee meeting.

They approved a scheme to 
site a biomass heating plant 

Kilmory Castle. It comprises a 
new boiler-room, fuel store and 
underground pipe work.

Seil home 
extension agreed
AN EXTENSION to a home 
in Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil, has 
been approved, to provide a new 
two-bed holiday let. 

The site near Dunearn 
lies within the Ellenabeich 
Conservation Area and planners 
imposed a condition to prevent 
any disturbance of the nearby 
Dun Aorain Scheduled Ancient 
Monument. 

 PLANNING permission 
has been granted for a new 
one-and-a-half storey house in 
Taynuilt. The decision renews 
planning consent for the site, at 
Ichrachan, dating back to 2003.

Permission granted for wind speeds 
to be monitored close to Arduaine
WIND speeds near Arduaine are to be measured 
to investigate if the area is suitable for a wind 
farm. 

has been given permission to put up a 50 metre 
meteorological mast for three years on land at 
Carn Dearg, north east of Garraron. 

No objections were made to their plans, though 

the RSPB noted the area is important for various 

added. 
Argyll and Bute Council planners stated in their 

report: ‘It should be noted that temporary approval 
of this mast for wind monitoring purposes does 
not imply that the surrounding area is a suitable 
site for a wind farm development.’

Got a story? Contact the newsdesk on 01631 568000

FOR LEASE
SITE 15A CRANNOG LANE, LOCHAVULLIN 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, OBAN
Site 15A is an industrial site located within the Lochavillin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, at the top end of Crannog Lane. The site is fenced and 
extends to 515 square metres or thereby.

Offers over £4,380 per annum are invited.
Closing date for offers is Friday 25th November 2011
For further information:
Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND
Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TO LET
KINLOCHLEVEN

3 bedroom semi 
detached house with 

garden
Off street parking
£550 pcm + C/Tax + 

Utility bills
References Required

07788404715
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£800

Tax and MOT, 
March 2012, X reg.

Telephone: 
01852 500791

VAUXHALL VECTRA 
1.6  PETROL

£3995

2008 3-DOOR HATCHBACK 
(Navy Blue), Approximately 
30,000 miles with 1 owner.  

Taxed untill Jan 2012 and MOT’d 
until July 2012.  Service History.  
Recently had 4 new tyres fitted. 

Reliable and tidy.

Telephone: 
01631 562729

FIAT PUNTO 
GRANDE ACTIVE 1.2

£1000

2.6 tonne, 
good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 720626

INDESPENSION
PLANT

TRAILER

£7500 o.n.o.

2010 plate, 36,000 miles, 
full service history.

For more 
information phone 
07500 962665 or 

01631 730413

VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.4 SRI

£3095

121,000 miles, regularly 
serviced, cruise control, 
MOT and taxed till Feb.

Telephone: 
07788194864

SKODA OCTAVIA
2.0TDI AMBIENT (54)

£4850 o.n.o.

56 reg, 38,000 miles, 
11 months MOT, 3 months 

tax, FSH, alloy wheels, 
roof spoiler, 7 seater.

Telephone: 
07789515826

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
1.6 CLUB

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

20%

58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, cruise, black, 25K £12,950
57 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, double cab pick up, manual, leather, 20-inch alloys, black, 28K £11,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR double cab pick up, black, 49K  £10,750
58 MITSUBISHI L200, 4 Life, single cab pickup, epack, air cond, black 40k £9,750
08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, Bluetooth, Black £9,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 club cab pick up, met silver, 40K,  £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Ifor Williams Canopy, Silver, 42k,  £8,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, double cab pick up, manual, met. Silver, 17K £6,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW plus, double cab pickup, manual, leather, sunroof, black 30k £13,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, double cab pick up, manual, leather, black, 25K £13,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, Double Cab pickup. Sat. Nav, 6 speed, full spec. leather, black £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW king cab pick up, 6 speed, alloys, silver,  £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, double cab pickup, manual, epack, silver, 50k £10,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black £10,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA D 22, double cab pick up, canopy, manual, met. Silver, 28K £10,450
08 NISSAN NAVARA TREK, double cab pickup, manual, epack, cd,, met blue 60k £9,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA Outlaw Double Cab Pick-up manual, CD E/pack, Alloys, black, no vat £9,450
57 NISSAN NAVARA Outlaw, King Cab Pick-up manual, canopy, alloys, met red £8,450
06 NISSAN PATHFINDER, 5 door Commercial 4WD, rear seats, manual, E/pack, Alloys, white, 80k, Direct NHS £8,750
08 FORD RANGER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, 3 tonne tow, E/pack, Air Con, 60k miles  £8,450
56 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, full leather, black, 30k miles  £8,450
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCI LWB High top van, panel lined, SLD, white £6,950
59 LANDROVER 110 double cab pickup, 6 speed, canopy, tow-pack, blue  40k £14,950
08 LANDROVER 90, truck cab pick up, canvas canopy, 6 speed, green, 40K £10,950
06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k,  £7,950
08 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTI 115 van 6 speed, remote locking, white 60K £5,950
58 VOLKSWAGON PASSAT, 3.2 4 motion, 4WD, auto, triptronic, leather, sat nav, silver, 60K  NO VAT £8,450
57 VW CRAFTER, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £7,450
08 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY VAN SWB, Sidedoor ply lined, white £4,750
08 TOYOTA HILUX, single cab pick up, 4wd, manual, truckman canopy, E-pack, met. Silver £8,950
02 ISUZU single cab pickup, 2.5, 4 wd, Ivor Williams canopy, epack, met grey 39k £4,750
53 ISUZU DF Mega Double Cab Pick-up 2.5 T/D Manual, Side Bars, A-Bar, rear cover, met gold, 60k £4,250
00 JCB 408, articulated loadall, Q hitch bucket, good tyres, direct council, 1,800 hrs £17,950

£1200 o.n.o.

Taxed & mot, 
2001 model year. 
Air Con & Towbar. 
Good Condition.

Telephone: 
0797 175 7199

PEUGEOT 306 2.0 
L HDI ESTATE 

£1250 o.n.o.

91, First of church windows, 
18ft long - 21ft with tow bar, 
End bedroom, Washroom, 
All mod cons, Full awning.

No timewasters
Telephone: 

07748 495501

TABBERT 
COMTESSE 570

£1000

1.8ltr, 2001, 
Taxed till January 2012, 

MOT till June 2012, 
Radio / CD, 106k miles, 

Very good condition for year.

Telephone: 
01546 602387

VAUXHALL 
VECTRA SRI 130

£850 o.n.o.

1.4 Petrol. 
77,000miles.

2001 51 plate.
MOT Jan 2012

5 doors, roof rails, 
good condition

Telephone: 
01397 700038

SKODA FABIA 
ESTATE

£1150 o.n.o.

6 months Tax
1 years MOT

Towbar
CD Player

Good condition.

Tel: 01770 (Arran) 
700241 or 

M 07917 816698

2002 VAUXHALL 
VECTRA LS ESTATE

FORD FOCUS 
SPORT

£3500 o.n.o.

2006, 1.4 Sport, Mot till end July 2012, silver. 
Nice clean condition, great runner.

Tel: 07833 160565

1400cc petrol,needs 
restoration done to 

it.pop up roof, sleeps 
4,cooker,sink,really 

nice project for 
someone.

Telephone: 
07585801906

MARK 2 VW CAMPER 
VAN FOR SALE

£1795 o.n.o.

MOT 05/12    90,760 MILES, 
SERVICE HISTORY,ELECTRIC 

WINDOWS,MIRRORS,FRONT SEATS,AIR 
CON, 6 CD MULTICHANGER, GOOD TYRES 
NICE CAR VERY GOOD CONDITION.WILL 
TAX 6 MONTHS IF FULL ASKING PRICE 
PAID. CAR LOCATED IN LUSS G838NY.

Telephone: 
01436 860664

ROVER 75 CONNOISSEUR 
SE 1.8T ESTATE 2003

VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.6 SXI

£1350 o.n.o.

51 plate, Star silver, MOT April 2012, 
70,000 miles, alloy wheels, good condition.

Tel: 07971 297438

WANTED 
ALL 4X4S 

Old or New 
Toyota Hilux
Land cruiser

All pickups single or 
double cabs

Any Condition 
Runner or not

High miles no problem

Tel 
07703490572
Ask for Robert£850 o.n.o.

2001 Model - 112000 miles, 3 Door 
hatchback, Red with black trimmings, Electric 
windows, Electric black tinted glass sunroof, 

Back windows tinted around edges, C.D 
player, MOT till July 2012, Private number 

plate included, Great wee car to drive.

Please Phone 
07788 97 25 25 

if interested

PEUGEOT 206 LX 
1.4 PETROL

£3850

Blue/white 2009. 
FSH, new tyres, 
taxed Aug 12, 

centre stand, extras. 
Great first big bike.

Telephone: 
01855 811916

SUZUKI
GSX650F

IF YOU REMEMBER LAST WINTER, REMEMBER TO CONSIDER AN ISUZU 
RODEO THIS YEAR
If you buy a new 4x4 Isuzu Rodeo double-cab pick-up before the snow 

takes over the landscape yet again, you should avoid those winter blues. 

Not only will you benefi t from the fact that all double-cab pick-ups have 

“shift on the fl y” four wheel drive but you’ll also get the satisfaction of not 

getting stuck out in the snow.

THE RODEO RANGE IS BUILT FOR THE JOB
Isuzu only make commercial vehicles. That’s why they can focus on 

making the Rodeo tough, strong and built to go the distance. Created 

from their commercial vehicle DNA, every part has been designed to be 

hard wearing and hard working. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT THE ECONOMY 
Fuel prices have gone through the roof recently. That’s why, when you 

need serious grunt and work-power from every litre at the pumps, the 

Isuzu Rodeo is an obvious choice.

The doublecab models give you electronically-selectable, shift-on-the-fl y 

2WD/4WD. So, when you’re out on the M27, in the fi eld or out to the shops, 

you get the best of 2WD economy. But 4WD is always there for when you 

really need it. There’s 4WD High for light off -roading in mud or snow, and 

4WD Low – backed by a low-range gearbox – that will get you well off  the 

beaten track when needed. 

THE RODEO RANGE IS BUILT FOR FARMING
Base model single and double cab Rodeos feature the 136PS 2.5-litre 

diesel powerplant are among the least expensive pick-ups to run, thanks 

to their pump-dodging 38.2mpg combined fuel economy and class-

leadingly low CO2 emissions of 196g/km (in 4X2 single cab guise).

Further up the range, you will fi nd the 163PS 3.0-litre common-rail diesel 

unit. Mated to either a fi ve-speed manual or smooth shifting four-speed 

auto, the 360Nm engine can reach 62mph in 10.7 seconds while still 

returning a respectable 33.6mpg*.

Maintaining its reputation as a truly capable workhorse, the Rodeo (in 4X4 

guise) off ers a class-leading towing capacity of 3,000kg. 

Join us this weekend at our Open Event, Heathfi eld Road, Ayr KA8 9SX

£2500

05 plate, white, taxed and 
MOT, low mileage, good 

condition, high roof.

Telephone: 
07771700664 or 
01631 563826

LDV 17 SEAT 
MINI BUS

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

window blinds

plumbing & heating

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

cleaning

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

funeral directors

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

OBAN YOUTH
MOTO CROSS

Would like to thank 
all who sponsored 

and those who 

Glencruitten Golf Club 
for a good night.  To 
the dedicated Riders 
young and Old.  And 
to those who come 
each meeting and 

give their time a big 
thank you. 

 HOPE TO SEE YOU
NEXT SEASON. 

Sheila
MacFarlane

Would like to thank 
all the party planners 
and ‘surprisers’ for 
a great party and 
for all the lovely 
birthday wishes, 
cards and gifts.  
Thank you all 

very much.

Hughie and Mary would 
like to thank friends, 
family and colleagues 
for the beautiful cards 

and gifts received on the 
occasion of their marriage 

on 12th October.  Your 
kind thoughts and wishes 
made our special day even 
more special.  A heartfelt 

thanks to all.  – Hugh 
and Mary Morrison, 

Fionnphort.

PERSONALS

House
Clearance Sale

Wednesday 
November 2

All Day
Everything must go

7 Nelson Road
Oban

Tel 01631 570053

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
CREATIVE INSPIRE 
SURROUND SOUND 
Creative Labs Inspire P580 
Surround Sound with 1 big 
speaker and 5 small ones 
etc.,. Black,  £35 Telephone 
01546 606475.

BABY EQUIPMENT
0-6 MONTHS BOYS 
CLOTHES 150+ everything 
from vests sleepsuits socks 
shoes, lots of 2/3/4 piece 

excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 07810 876072.
6-12MONTHS BOYS 
CLOTHES 150+ everything 
from vests sleepsuits 
socks shoes. lots of 2/3/4 

£20 Telephone 07810 
876042.
BABY BATH folding baby 
bath, blue (one similar 
in Argos 376/2747).  
Campbeltown,  £5.00 
Telephone 07825 569706.
BABY CARRIER Mamas 
and Papas charcoal baby 
carrier, birth - 12 months, 
like new.  Campbeltown,  
£10.00 Telephone 07825 
569706.
BABY CHANGING UNIT 
Mamas and Papas Millie 
and Borris baby changing 
unit in good condition.,  £45  
Telephone 07554 244056.
BLUE CHECK CAR 
SEAT  Buyer collects from 
Carradale,  £10  Telephone 
07955 354248.
CHAIR BOUNCER Mamas 
and Papas Barnaby chair 
bouncer, variable height 
settings and swing speeds, 
vibrates, removable cover 
for washing, plays music, 
removable roof with 
twinkling lights, excellent 
condition.  Campbeltown,  
£25 Telephone 07825 
569706.
CHANGING BOX Mamas 
and Papas cream changing 
box with top and tail 
bowl, excellent condition. 
Campbeltown,   £10 
Telephone 07825 569706.
CHANGING BOX Mamas 
and Papas cream changing 
box, good condition.  
Campbeltown,   £5 Telephone 
07825 569706.
CREAM BABY BOUNCER 
Buyer collects from 
Carradale ,  £15   Telephone 
07955 354248.
CREAM MOSES BASKET 
Buyer collects from 
Carradale,  £15    Telephone 
07955 354248.
GRACO BABY WALKER 
Aqua colour, excellent 
condition, from a pet and 
smoke free home,   £15 
Telephone 07734 650004.
LEAPFROG LEARN AND 
GROOVE ACTI variable 
height, stimulation and 
entertainment from 4 months 
on, excellent condition, 
from a pet and smoke free 
home,  £35 Telephone 07734 
650004.
NANIA CAR SEAT GROUP 
0&1 excellent condition, 
suitable from birth to 18kg, 
3 point harness and multi 
recline, black and grey, pet 
and smoke free home,  £25 
Telephone 07734 650004.
PHILIPS AVENT STEAM 
STERILISER great 
condition. Campbeltown   
£20  Telephone 07825 
569706.
PHILIPS BABY 
MONITORS Campbeltown,  
£5   Telephone 07825 
569706.
PINK BABY WALKER 
Buyer collects from 
Carradale,  £10  Telephone 
07955 354248.
PINK HIGHCHAIR Buyer 
collects from Carradale,  £15   
Telephone 07955 354248.
ROOM ACCESSORIES 
Mamas and Papas Barnaby 
Button room accessories 
including curtains and tie 
backs, bumper, light shade, 
wall art and throw, good 
condition.  Campbeltown,  
£20   Telephone 07825 
569706.
SILVER CROSS PRAM old 
style, buyer collects from 
Campbeltown,   £49.99 
Telephone 07955 354248.

BOOKS
B E A N O / D A N D Y 
C O M I C S / A N N U A L S 
Wanted (pre-1955 copies 
only). Single issue or 
whole collection. Email: 
budock@webandmail.co.uk,   
Telephone 07513 505429.

BUILDING / DIY
BALMORAL SEWAGE 
SAMPLING CHAMB 
Connects to septic tank 
110mm outlet & allows 

used & in new condition. 
Not needed. Bargain price,   
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
830104.
BRUSHED BRASS 
DIMMER SWITCH 2 way 
push dimmer SWITCH. 
400W,   £4 Telephone 01631 
770311.
ELECTRICIAN’S TOOLS 
Electrician’s tools for 
terminating copper “pyro” 
cable.,  £10 Telephone 01499 
500216.

GALVANISED CUPLOCK 

build platform 9 metres long 
by 2 metres high or variations 
thereof,   £450 ono Telephone 
07870 786926. Near Oban

 CAR ACCESSORIES
FORD REAR LIGHTS 
Ford Focus black rear view 
lights,  £20 Telephone 07950 
253281.
RENAULT SCENIC RX4 
ALLOY WHEEL Four 
Alloy Wheels for an RX4 
99 - 03 in good condition. 
Used as a winter set Size  
6.5Jx16CH5-36 No tyres 

Telephone 01631 563466.
ROOF BARS for Skoda 
Octavia Estate 06>, as new.  
Campbeltown,  £49.99 
Telephone 01586 550068.
RUBBER BOOT MAT 
for Skoda Octavia 2. 
Campbeltown,   £49.99 
Telephone 01586 550068.
TYRES Four Dunlop 
Fastresponse, 205/55/R16, 
good tread. ,  £160  Telephone 
07900 511618.
WINDSCREEN WIPER 
BLADES Two new unused 
for Skoda Octavia 2,   Also 
headlamp protectors, 
£20.  Campbeltown,  £15 
Telephone 01586 550068.

 CARAVAN EQUIPMENT
TWIN ELECTRIC 
HOTPLATE Cordon Bleu, 
one 5.5” hotplate and one 
7.5”. Very good condition. 
Suit caravan or home use. 
N Connel,  £20 Telephone 
07725 877480.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS
UNDER £250

CAR TYRES 3 off 215 x 
50 17” part worn, very good 
treading,  £45 Telephone 
07899 676050.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND
ACCESSORIES

3PIECE EVENING DRESS 
size 14 deep red with black 

has thin straps and small 
diamonties , has wrap around 
£100 new,  £25 Telephone 
07810 876042.
GORE-TEX WATERPROOF 

- 32” waist,  £15 Telephone 
07788 833110².
LADIES SKIRTS large 
assortment, brand new, sizes 
12 - 22, length 20” - 29”, 
all straight classic styles,  £ 
Telephone 01499 302791².
PIMP DADDY OUTFIT 

one size. ideal for Halloween 
party. comes with trousers 

£45 new,  £25 Telephone 
07810 876042.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

LAPTOP SCREEN extra for 

476399.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

CENTRAL HEATING 
COOKER Stanley cast iron, 

programmable for convenient 
winter/summer operation, 
10yrs old, excellent cond, 
serviced annually.  Can 
be seen working until end 
Oct Offers around £750,   
Telephone 01360 620232.
COOKER  PYROLYTIC 
double oven, black. Good 
condition,  £115 Telephone 
01631 566001 ².

standing 3 drawer freezer 

over 1 year old,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 565707.
KETTLE Tefal Quick Cup 
electric, as new, instant hot 
water,  £20 Telephone 01546 
606612 or 07958 005852.
LARGE DISHWASHER 
Buyer collects from 
Carradale,  £49.99 Telephone 
07955 354248.
STAINLESS STEEL DUAL 
FUEL RANG 6 burner gas 
/ electric dual fuel diplomat 
range cooker stainless steel 

Telephone 01866 822251.

DOMESTIC PETS
FEMALE CAT free to good 
home, grey with sandy 
markings, called Sanda, 
6 years old, neutered, 
affectionate lap cat but not 
good with young children,   
Telephone 01586 554397.
GERMAN LONG HAIRED 
POINTER PUP bitch, 13 
weeks old,  £600 Telephone 
01838 200301².
PEDIGREE GOLDEN 
RETRIEVER PUPPY ready 
now, male,    Telephone 01631 
710732, 07970 893360

 FIREWOOD
HARDWOOD LOGS 
Trailer load of beech logs, 
delivered free, 12 mile radius 
of Taynuilt,  £80 Telephone 
07747 016900.

 FURNITURE
BASKET WEAVE CHAIR 
at bargain price.  Good 
quality cane armchair with 
comfortable neutral colour 
padded cushioning,  £29.99 
Telephone 01631 564578².

BEDROOM MIRROR 
freestanding 5’, limed oak 

575857.
CHILDS BED (Boys). 
Blue wooden bed frame 
with vehicle detailing. £30.
Telephone 01631 710307
CARD TABLE WOODEN 
With shelve underneath, 
and swivel top that opens 
out to use as card table etc., 
Note we are in Lochgilphead 
area.,  £5 Telephone 01546 
606475.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
small, four drawers, carved 
wood,  £40 Telephone 01631 
564275.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
light wood effect, 6 drawers 
(4 large and 2 small drawers) 
brand new, not even used 
once,  £40 Telephone 01631 
565851.
COFFEE TABLE large, 
pine 47 1/2” x 31 1/2” with 
shelf underneath,  £80 ono 
Telephone 01880 820585.
CORNER SUITE fabric/
leather from DFS “Embrace”, 
3 months old ,  £900 ono 
Telephone 01880 820585.
DOUBLE MATTRESS 
Good condition, ,  £20 
Telephone 07950253281.
EXTENDING DINING 
TABLE A beautiful circular 
mahogany dining table in 
lovely condition. 4’ diameter 
and extends to form a 
63”x48” oval. North Connel,  
£49.99 Telephone 07725 
877480.

FUTON - SINGLE 
SEATER. One single seater 
futon. Metal framed, brown 
fabric good condition. ,  £15 
Telephone 01586 554257.
GUEST BED single foldaway 
spring, used once, cost £110 
new,  £50 Telephone 07818 
575857.
HOUSE CLEARANCE All 
furnishings including settees, 
beds, bedroom furniture, 
dining tables and chairs. 
Also Titanium lightweight 
wheelchair,   Telephone 
07831 877696 or  01631 
564176.
MEXICAN SHELF 2 
Drawers underneath, light 
wood colour, good condition, 
cost £480, will accept,  £200   
Telephone 01631 564275.
PURPLE SINGLE BED 
with drawers under bed and 
very clean mattress, hardly 
used, no room as we are 
moving. Buyer collects from 
Carradale,  £40.00 Telephone 
07955 354248.
SINGLE WARDROBE 
Argos. Pine effect.  Two 
doors and single bottom 
drawer.  190cmsH 48cmsD 
80cmsW.  As new.  Buyer 
Collect.  (Taynuilt),  £45 
Telephone 01866 822747.
SOFAS 1 x three seater 
and 1 x 2 seater Marks and 
Spenser sofas, with matching 
footstool and cushions, 
terracotta.  Buyer uplifts,  £20 
Telephone 01546 602318.
TWO SEATER SETTEE at 
bargain price.  Good quality 
basket weave cane settee 
with comfortable neutral 
colour padded cushioning,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
564578².

 GARDEN
GARDEN HAMMOCK free 
standing, good condition,  
£20 Telephone 01586 
830253.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
ELECTRIC MOWER Black 
and Decker electric mower 
with grass bag (33cm),  £35 
Telephone 01586 830253.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
36\’\’ REEBOK
TRAMPOLINE never 
used comes with original 
box, 6 leg base, washable 

Telephone 07810 876042.
WII FIT PLUS AND 
BALANCE BOARD brand 
new in the box Wii Fit plus 
great christmas present,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
562656.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE Dimplex 

Black, 2 power settings 

and thermostat with ECON 
setting. N Connel,  £49.99 
Telephone 07725 877480.
FIRE SURROUND 

solid mahogany.  53” wide 
by 47” high. North Connel,  
£49.99 Telephone 07725 
877480.
GAS HEATER Valor 3-bar, 
complete with gas cylinder. 
Good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01546 886300.
KITCHEN TOWEL 
RADIATOR Homebase 
Milano white radiator. 
573BTU, Size H406 X 
W450 X D30mm. NEW still 
in box. For central heating 
system.,  £15 Telephone 
01631 770311.
MINI SUPERSER MOBILE 
GAS HEATE  with 
regulator, 2 heat setting. 
7kg gas bottle included. 
Lochgilphead area. working 
order,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 606475.
PANEL HEATER White 

heater white 450w. Can use 
to for free standing or wall 
mounting. Good condition,  
£14.50 Telephone 01546 
606475.
WHITE LINEN WOODEN 
BOX with removable liner. 
size 34x34x40cm.,  £2.50 
Telephone 01546 606475.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
WEDDING CRYSTALS 
7 tubs small blue crystals,  
£38.50 Telephone 01546 
602911 ².
WEDDING CRYSTALS 4 
tubs large blue crystals,  £20 
Telephone 01546 602911 ².
WEDDING CRYSTALS 
8 tubs small blue crystals,  
£44 Telephone 01546 
602911 ².
WEDDING FLOWERS 
winter, 16 cream peony 
roses £80, 72 white roses 
for £55,   Telephone 01546 
602911 ².
WEDDING FLOWERS 
22 cream hollyhocks,  £36 
Telephone 01546 602911 ².
WEDDING FLOWERS, 
winter, 16 x cream peony 
roses for £80, 72 white roses 
for £55,   Telephone 01546 
602911 ².
WEDDING VASES 3 tall 
vases for £36,   Telephone 
01546 602911 ².

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

FLAT SCREEN TV 
Venturer 15” LCD TV. 
Needs digibox for signal. 
Scart, vga, s-video and 
other connections. Can be 
used as a monitor,  £15 
Telephone 01631 770311.
MIDI HI FI with 2,50 watt 
out put speakers,cd,tape,radio 
& remote,  £20 Telephone 
07749 521916.
PANASONIC 21” TV with 
instruction book and remote 
control,  £45  Telephone 
07900 511618.
TELEVISION with inbuilt 
DVD Hikona,  £20 Telephone 
01631 564275.
TOSHIBA TLEVISION 
27” screen, with a scart 
freeview adaptor and remote, 
complete with stand. Any 
offer around,  £30 Telephone 
01770 700407.
VIDEO PLAYER Sanyo,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
566001 ².

 HOME FURNISHINGS
ARGOS RUG Green.white 
and Beige geometric pattern, 
180x120 cm orig price £70, 
bargain,  £30 Telephone 
01631 720369.
BEDROOM FURNITURE 
queen-size bed, pine 
wardrobes, pine chest 
of drawers. All in good 
condition. Offers,   Telephone 
01546 886300.
BEIGE DOUBLE DIVAN 
BED Good condition, 
Beige, no mattress. 
Non smoke home. 4 big 
drawers. Discount if bought 
with headboard,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 606475.
BEIGE PADDED DOUBLE 
HEADBOARD Beige 
good condition padded 
headboard. Will give 
discount if bought with 
double divine bed that is 
advertise on here as well.,  
£25 Telephone 01546 
606475.
BLUE CARPET 3 - 4 
months old, 10.6ft - 13.9ft 
approx. Buyer uplifts.  Call 
or text (text preferred) 07833 
155212.,  £45   Telephone .
BLUE CARPET measures 
9.8ft - 12ft approx. Buyer 
uplifts. £40 ono Telephone 
or text (text preferred) 07833 
155212,
IKEA CURTAINS Fine 
linen cotton Beige grey 
colour with white swirls Tab 
Tops Modern and long,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.
IKEA CURTAINS Fine 
linen cotton Beige grey 
colour with white swirls Tab 
Tops Modern and long,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.
K I T C H E N / D I N I N G 
ROOM FURNITURE pine 
table, chairs, dresser unit. 
All in good condition. 
Offers.,    Telephone 01546 
886300.

SINGLE DUVET 
Slumberland 18.5 tog, never 
used,  £8 Telephone 07752 
193194.
SINGLE MATTRESS From 
a static caravan so not as 
wide as normal single, good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07950 253281.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK WOOD 
with pull out shelve for 
keyboard and cupboard 
on side with shelves. 
Lochgilphead area,  £5 
Telephone 01546 606475.
ETHERNET EXTENSION 
KIT Comtrend ethernet 

wiring to extend the signal 
from your broadband router 
to where it’s needed,  £15 
Telephone 01631770311.
LEXMARK P3150 all in one 
centre, printer / photocopier / 
scanner,  4 slots for memory 
cards.  Perfect working order,  
£25 ono Telephone 01546 
602087 ².

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATHROOM CABINET 
New Boxed  Modern Light 
wood with mirrored Front 
Fittings and Glass shelves,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
720369.
BATHROOM UNIT SET 
wall mounted double mirror 
unit, storage cupboard, glass 
shelf, toothbrush holder, 
towel ring and toilet seat - 
all in pine,  £15 Telephone 
07734 650004.
BRISTAN ART DECO TAP 
AND PLUG New pair of bath 
taps, plugs and connecting 
pipes and VGC single hole 
mixer basin tap with plug 
lever,  £30 Telephone 01631 
770311.
IKEA BUTCHERS 
TROLLEY Light wood 2 
Slatted Shelves Castors Ex 
Condition Ideal for extra 
chopping or preparation area, 
£29.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.
LEVER MIXING BATH 
TAP For 2 hole bath. Chrome, 
tall, NEW  £12. Telephone 
01631 770311.
STANLEY CAST IRON
CENTRAL HEATING
COOKER,
Series, fully programmable 
for convenient winter/ 
summer operation. 10 years 
old , in excellent condition& 
serviced annually. Can 
be seen working until 
end October. Offers 
around £750. Telephone 
01360620232
MIXER BATH TAP New, 
chrome, low modern 
contemporary style. £12  
Telephone 01631 7703311.
TDA MINI COOKER 
Tabletop electric oven 
and grill with two electric 
hotplates. Ideal for caravan 
or home use. Good working 
order. North Connel,  £35 
Telephone 07725 877480.
UNDER COUNTER 
FREEZER Frigidare Deluxe 
FV141, white, 4 shelves, 
good working oprder, 20” 
wide x 33” high x 23” deep, 
N Connel,  £49.99 Telephone 
07725 877480.
WASH HAND BASIN white  
+ pedestal, exc condition,  £15 
Telephone 07788 833110².

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

MINI STELLA FRIDGE 
silver, stella logo on the side, 
like new hardly been used, 
ideal for in the bedroom or 
a gadget,  £40 Telephone 
07810 876042.

 LIVESTOCK
COLLIE BITCH eight 
months old, ready for work,   
Telephone 01786 850273².
POINT OF LAY PULLETS 
all breeds,   Telephone 01786 
842788 75002 64977.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk.

 MISCELLANEOUS
BINOCULARS exchange new 
8 x 42 el Swarovski, boxed, 
cased and all information cost 
£1,700.  Wanted Zeiss 8x60 
wartime marine binoculars, 
could send pics,   Telephone 
0161 4285188.
BRASS FENDER solid, 

01880 820802.
HAIR STRAIGHTENERS 
Vidal Sassoon maximum 2 
in 1, comes complete in box 
with large ceramic plates 
and brand new small ones, 
variable heat,  £10 Telephone 
07810 876042.

MAKING WAVES HAIR 
TONGS Andrew Barton 
professional, making waves 
for your hair, complete in 
box brand new, ideal present,  
£10 Telephone 07810 
876042.
MINI MOTO 49CC BLUE 
49cc Mini Moto motorbike. 
Blue. One owner, used twice, 
good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01586 553661.
SMALL HAND WINCH 
pulling capacity 917lbs,  £5 
Telephone 01546 606475.
STAG’S HEAD full mount 
on wooden plaque, nice 
matching ten pointer, lovely 
head,  £300  ovno Telephone 
07788 116324².

 MOBILITY
ELAP ROTATING CAR 
SEAT Replaces passenger 
seat completely, for disabled 
or those with poor mobility, 

new, will accept,  £250ono 
Telephone 01967 421635.
TGA BUDDY SCOOTER 
perfect condition, new 
batteries, fully serviced, 
private sale, as new,  £500 
Telephone 07766 172798.

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ACOUSTIC GUITAR 
JSH Encore ENC36N, 
16” fretboard, would suit 
a child. Plays very nicely. 
Ideal Christmas present. 
N Connel,  £25 Telephone 
07725 877480.
GRAND PIANO Boudier, 
excellent condition, regularly 
maintained  Telephone 07565 
909636,  £600 ono Telephone 
0131 6616608.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

BACKPACKS Lowe Alpine, 
Appalachian trekker 70, 
black, in good condition,  £15 
Telephone 01631 710272 
after 6pm.
PAINTBALL MARKERS 
x 2 plus lots of extras.  All 
looked after £250 ono,   
Telephone 07795 495654.

 PET ACCESSORIES
LARGE FOLDING DOG 
CAGE with metal tray,42 x 
28.4 x 30.8 inches, vgc,  £25 
Telephone 01631 570541².
LARGE GLASS FISH 
TANK 88 litre, 30x12x15 
(ins), includes lid, ornaments, 

etc. good condition, 
Campbeltown area,  £35 
Telephone 07732 945822.
LARGE RABBIT CAGE 
Indoor, with stand, bought 
from Pets at Home. Approx 
4 ft long.and 2 ft wide. 
very good condition,  £30 
Telephone 01631 567220.

 POWER TOOLS
COMBINATION SAW 
Champion 1050w Duo Saw. 
This compact power saw 
gives a mitre saw and a table 
saw all in one. North Connel,  
£49.99 Telephone 07725 
877480.
LOG SPLITTER heavy 
duty hydraulic vertical, free 
standing or mounted, suitable 
for tractor or power pack.  
Can deliver,   Telephone 
01583 431243 ².

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep 
your important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A3-
£3. Contact Krisp Print,   
Telephone 01586554975.
PARTY INVITES 
Customised to suit any style 
or occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 
for £23.50. From Krisp Print,    
Telephone 01586554975.

 TICKETS FOR SALE
THE DARKNESS The 
Darkness Concert Tickets x 
2. Standing  O2 Academy, 
Glasgow Thursday 10 
November 2011. Doors 
7pm. cost £25 each,  £35 
Telephone 07789 492155.

 TOYS AND GAMES
6V QUAD BIKE 18mnths-
4 yrs, Lights & Sounds 
function.Battery lasts 4 
ages so ur nt charging every 
2 hours like some of these 
toys. Still in shops-£69.99,  
£20 Telephone 07824 
611226.
AMAZING ANIMALS 
SING & GO CHOO 
Motorised train with animal 
songs. Sit & explore or crawl 
along. Ages 6 months +,  £15 
Telephone 07824 611226.
BABY SWING Chad Valley 
baby swing, orange and 
blue, indoor and outdoor 
use.  Campbeltown,  £10   
Telephone 07825 569706.
BABY TOYS Large box 
of baby toys, suitable for 
approx. 6 months - 2 years, 
like new condition, includes 
Fisher Price Little People 
Sing and Go Train, Press 
and Go Friends, Bouncing 
Tigger and lots and lots 
more.  Campbeltown,  £40 
Telephone 07825 569706.
BOUNCE & SPIN ZEBRA 
Superb toy,lights,sounds,b
ounces up & down & spins 
around. 12 months + 

These r still on sale in shops 
at around £54.99.,  £20   
Telephone 07824611226.
BOUNCE ‘N’ SPIN ZEBRA 
Fisher Price, suitable for 
12 months +, excellent 
condition.  Campbeltown,  
£20 Telephone 07825 
569706.
HIPPO POOL with squeaky 
teeth, approx 300 plastic 
balls, used indoor and 
out,  £10 Telephone 01631 
710523.
LEAP PAD LEARNING 
SYSTEM Leapfrog little 
touch leap pad learning 
system, infant and toddler 6 
- 36 months.  Campbeltown,  
£10 Telephone 07825 
569706.
MODEL HELECOPTER 
Sky King HCW524 with 
remote control and battery 
charger. 24” body and 
20” twin rotors. Great 
Christmas present. North 

Connel,  £49.99 Telephone 
07725 877480.
PLAY \’SNAP-ON\’ TOOL 
BENCH loads of tools 
ranging from hammers 
to drills, chainsaws and 
newmactic drill, ideal Xmas 
present,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 710523.
ROCKING HORSE well 
used, suitable 3-8 yrs, has a 
few marks on wood, good 
condition ,  £15 Telephone 
01631 710523.

WANTED
COPPER BRASS lead, 
stainless steel.  All types of cable, 
household and armoured.  Top 
prices paid,   Telephone 0800 
9596483 or 07770 724851.
COPPER, BRASS lead, 
stainless steel.  All types of 
cable, houshold and armoured.  
Top prices paid,   Telephone 
0800 9596483 or 07770 
724851 ².

HOUSE
CLEARANCE

Furniture includes 
Settees, Beds, Bedroom 

furniture, dining 
tables, chairs, pictures 
and ornaments. Also 
Titanium light weight 

wheelchair. For further 
details Telephone 07831 

877696
or 01631 564176

Oban Gaelic 
Choir

Require
Gaelic Tutor
For next year
Please contact 

720334 
or 770242

SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals,   
Telephone 01499 500638 or 
07787 991636².
WANTED TOP SOIL 
Wanted good quality top soil,   
Telephone 07833 160565.
WANTED WOOD 
BURNING/MULTI FUEL 

01866 822341.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 30 October 2011

Trinity 19
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Choral Mattins ...........10.15
Sunday School and Creche
Parish Eucharist .........11.30

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 30 October 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

GRADUATION

Madeleine Kain graduated with a BA Hons 2:1 in 
Classical Studies from the University of Newcastle. 

Madeleine is  the daughter of Andrew and Bethan Kain 
and the grand daughter of Katharine Kain of Tobermory, 

Isle of Mull and of the late Hugh Kain of Tobermory.

BIRTHS

FERGUSON -  Kenneth 
and Fiona are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
Kenna, on October 11, 
2011 at R.A.H. Paisley. An 
adorable sister for Hannah 
and Abbi, and granddaughter 
for Catherine, Connel and 
Graham and Chrissie, Oban. 
Special thanks to Oban 
Maternity.
MACCOLL - SMITH - 
We are delighted to 
announce the birth of Harry 
Flett, on October 10, 2011 
to proud parents Peter 
and Anne and big brother 
Archie. Second grandson 
to Donald and Ina and third 
to Peter and Margaret. A 
very special thanks to the 
midwives at Lochgilphead, 
Vale of Leven and Paisley.

GOLDEN WEDDING
McMURCHY
– MACFARLANE
William to Mary, on 
October 26, 1961 by Rev.
J.R. Thomson, at Muckairn 
Parish Church

DEATH
COOK – Very suddenly at 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
London, on Monday, 
October 17, 2011, Catherine 
(née Morrison) much loved 
and treasured wife of Terry 
and cherished mum to Gary 
and Graham.  A dearly 
loved daughter, daughter-
in-law, sister, sister-in-law 
and aunt.  Catherine will 
be sorely missed by all who 
knew her.
ERRINGTON - Sir 
Lancelot KCB. Suddenly 
in Royal Victoria Hospital, 
Kirkcaldy on  October 
18, 2011 in his 95th year, 
Lance, widower of his 
beloved Reine, loving 
brother, father, grandfather 
and great grandfather. 
Funeral service at 1.30 pm 
on Friday  October 28, 2011 
at the Church of the Holy 
Cross, Portnacroish, Appin.
LING - Peacefully at home, 
at Forest Hill, Connel, on 
Friday, October 21, 2011, 
Elizabeth, (nee Osgood), 
beloved mother to Charles, 
Richard and Michael 
Toogood.  Sadly missed.
MACFADYEN - Suddenly, 
on Tuesday, October 18, 
2011, Malcolm MacFadyen, 
(Calum), passed away after 
a long illness.  Beloved 
husband of Janet, (Nettie), 
much loved father of 
Malcolm and Fiona and 
dear Grampa to David, 
Emma and Lucy.  Will be 
sadly missed by family and 
friends.  Funeral took place 
on Monday, October 24, 
2011.
MACKINNON - 
Peacefully at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban 
on October 24, 2011, in 
his 89th year, Alexander 
(Alistair), beloved husband 
of the late Nancy a much 
loved father, grandfather 
and great grandfather.
McIVER – Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on October 22, 2011, 
surrounded by her family, 
Betty, beloved mum and 
mother-in-law of Fergus, 
Joanne and Alex.
PATERSON - After a 
long bravely fought battle, 
Donnie passed away in 
Cornhill MacMillan Centre, 
Perth, with his family by his 
side. A loving brother and 
uncle, sadly missed by all. 
Funeral service to be held 
at Kilmore Parish Church, 
Dervaig, on Thursday, 
October 27 at 12 Noon. 
Thereafter to Calgary 
Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
MACINTYRE - Hugh and 
family would like to thank 
friends and neighbours 
for their kind messages of 
sympathy, cards, support 
and prayers following the 
sad loss of Flora. Much 
appreciation goes to the staff 
of Lorn Medical Centre and 
the staff of Ward B, for their 
exceptional care. Special 
thanks to Catriona and all 
at Hamish Hoey and Son, 
to Fr Brendan Ford for his 
comforting service, to Edith 
Bingham for her words of 
comfort and her friendship 
and to Duncan Johnstone 
for his beautiful singing. 
And thanks to Amanda 
and Staff at the Argyllshire 
Gathering. Thanks also to 
all who contributed to the 
collection for the North 
Argyll Stroke Association. 
£438.96 was raised.

IN MEMORIAM
BROWN- In loving 
memory of our dear father, 
father-in-law and grandfather 
Jimmy, who passed away on 
November 1, 2006.
His memory is as dear 
today, as in the hour he 
passed away.
From all the family

CAMERON - Treasured 
memories of our dear mum 
and granny, Isa Cameron, 
who died October 25, 
1996
To live in the hearts of 
those we loved is not to 
die.
- Grace, Colin, Shiona, 
Colin, David and Serena, 
Serenity, Fort William.
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of Margaret 
Cameron (nana) who 
passed away on October 
30, 2008.
Loved and remember 
always.
- Joanne, Roddy, Kevan 
and Claire, Fiona and 
Brian, Brian, Euan and 
Ellie xxxx
CALDERWOOD – In 
loving memory of John, a 
dear husband, father, father-
in-law and grandfather who 
passed away on October 
29, 2003.
Always in our thoughts.
- Katie and family.
HARLEY – In loving 
memory of our sister 
Jennifer Harley who 
passed away on October 
31, 2008.
Always in our thoughts.
- Susan and Diane.
Also loving aunt to Justine, 
Kyle, Robyn and Lauren.
JACKSON - Loving 
memories of Alasdair, who 
passed away October 28, 
2005.
A page in our book of 
memories is gently turned 
today.
- Inserted by his wife 
Creina and family in Skye, 
Mull and Lochaline.
JOHNSTONE -  Adam 
In loving memory of our 
dearest Dad who passed 
October 30, 2010
Loved and missed greatly
- Zoe and Michelle
MACCALMAN - 
Cherished memories of 
Netta a very much loved 
sister, sister in law and 
auntie died  October31 , 
2007 and of a dear brother, 
brother in law and uncle 
Archie, died  March 21, 
2006.
Both sorely missed.
- Margaret and Tom.
MACDONALD – In 
loving  memory of Allan, 
husband, father and 
grandfather, died October 
30, 2010.
Always remembered.
- Flora and family.
MACLACHLAN - 
Precious memories of our 
dad and grandpa Ian, died 
October 29, 1990.
You left a place no one can 

We miss you now and 
always will.
- Love Christine, Alasdair 
and family, Blairgowrie 
and Muir of Ord.
MACLEAN - Maggie, 
loved always, missed 
forever.
- Caroline and Mairi.
MACLEAN - A million 
times we needed you
A million times we cried
If love alone could have 
saved you
you never would have 
died.
In life we loved you 
dearly
In death we love you still
In our hearts you hold a 
place

A light from our household 
is gone
A voice from our love is 
stilled
A place in our vacant 
home

We love and miss you 
dearly Maggie. And 
you are always in our 
thoughts.
Miss you pal.
Sadie, John, Lisa Ann and 
Cheryl
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my father, 
Neil, who passed away on 
October 28,  1992.
Loved and remembered 
always.
Mairi and George
MARTIN – (20 YRS).  
Treasured memories of 
mum Johanna McColl who 
died October 25, 1991.
Wonderful memories 
woven in gold
This is the picture I 
tenderly hold
Deep in my heart, a 
memory is kept
To love, to cherish, to 
never forget.
- Sheila, John and family 
xxx
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of a dear husband, 
father and grandpa Donald, 
who died October 31, 
2004.
Sad are our hearts without 
you
Silent the tears that fall
Living our lives without 
you
Is the hardest part of all.
- Chrissie and family, 
Inverlochy.
MORRISON - Treasured 
memories of Ian (Heiker), 
a loving husband, dad and 
granpa, died October 29, 
2009.
Sorely missed 
Love always.
- Petra, Duncan and family.
xxx
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of William who 
passed away on October 
23, 2008, a dear husband, 
father, grampa and great 
grampa.
Sadly missed.
- Betty and family, Tiree, 
Aberdeen and Glasgow.

SMITH – In loving 
memory of our darling dad 
Dugie, who passed away 
October 24, 1995.
Always on our minds
Forever in our hearts.
- Your loving daughters 
Elinore, Norelle, Vannessa 
and Victoria. xxxx
SMITH – In loving 
memory of our precious 
brother Dugie, who died 
October 24, 1995.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Miss you so much.
From your sisters Amina, 
Janet, Mary, your niece 
Caroline and their families. 
xxxx
SIMPSON - In memory of 
a dear Aunt Marion, who 
died October 23, 2009.
You left a place no-one can 

Always in my thoughts.
- Archie.
SIMPSON - In memory 
of a dear Aunt Cathie, who 
died October 28, 2009.
You left a place no-one can 

Always in my thoughts.
- Archie.
SIMPSON – Catherine 
(née McTavish).  Cherished 
memories of a darling 
wife and mother who died 
October 28, 2009.
Another year has slipped 
away
Without you with us every 
day
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts
We love you still and miss 
you lots.
- Joey and William xxx
WALKER - In loving 
memory of a dear wife and 
mother, Marion who passed 
away October 26, 2001
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay, 

WELSH - Loving 
memories of our mam and 
nana Jessie, who passed 
away October 27, 2005.
So much has changed since 
you’ve been gone
Through ups and downs 
our lives move on
But as time goes by one 
thing that’s true
We’ll always have precious 
memories of you
Miss you so much.
- Love Eileen and Martin 
xx.
WELSH – In loving 
memory of a very special 
mam, nana, great-nana 
Jessie, who passed away 
on October 27, 2005.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- The Welsh family.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
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ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.63 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16.55 per single column 
centimetre

Public Notices:
£10.90 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00
Rest of World ........ £100.00
The Oban Times Ltd

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK
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FREYTAG
Daniel and Lorna are 

thrilled to announce the 
arrival of their beautiful 
baby daughter, Juno, on 
October 22, 2011. First 
grandchild for Patrick 

and Margaret, Oban and 
second for Derek and 
Margaret, Edinburgh.

Jim and Kay Harrison of Mossfi eld Drive, Oban, celebrated their golden wedding at the 
weekend, surrounded by friends and family. 15_t43gold01

JIM HARRISON came to Oban for six 
weeks’ work in 1958 and, thanks to a chance 
meeting in a dance hall, has been here ever 
since. 

Jim and his wife Kay celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary on Saturday, 
surrounded by three generations of their 
family, friends and original wedding 
guests. 

‘We met at a wee dance hall called the 
Corran Rest and that was it, it just took off 
from there,’ recalled Kay.

The happy couple were married in the 
Parish Church on October 19 1961 and held 
their reception in the Royal Hotel.

‘Do you know something, I wouldn’t 
change it,’ said Jim, a plasterer by trade. 

And their secret for a long and happy 
marriage? Kay said: ‘I don’t believe people 
when they say they don’t argue, but it’s the 
making up that counts.’

The Harrisons have already received a host 
of cards and gifts and also took a holiday in 
Torquay to celebrate the milestone. 

Happy couple celebrate golden 
wedding anniversary

IT WAS a momentous day 
for members of the recently-
reformed Oban branch of the 
Royal British Legion (RBL) 
Scotland on Saturday.

The branch’s old colours 
were laid up and new ones 
dedicated in a short service 
at Oban Congregational 
Church.

The Oban RBL branch 
was reformed in April and 
currently boasts 29 new 
members as well as those 
from the previous group.

They were joined for a short 
parade from the Caledonian 
Hotel to the Congregational 
Church by members of other 
branches from Glasgow and 
the Western Counties.

Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
chairwoman of the Oban 

branch, said it had been a 
very proud day.

‘The aim of the Oban 
branch is to promote the act 
of Remembrance. We are 
attending the Tobermory 
War Memorial on November 
11 as well as holding a 
gathering at our own war 
memorials, paying our 
respects to those we have 
lost.

Help
‘We are also here to help 

all ex-service personnel and 
their families in any way we 
can.’

Lesley said as the branch 
grows, it will become 
involved in community 
activities, supporting 
the area’s pipe bands, 
cadet groups and other 

organisations. The branch 
meets on the second Monday 
of the month at the Soroba 
House Hotel.

In the run up to this year’s 
Remembrance Day, Lesley 
paid tribute to the late 
Maragaret McLean, who 
previously organised the 
local Poppy Appeal.

‘I have taken over her 
work and the amount of 
information she has left for 
me is tremendous and has 
made such a difference to 
me taking up this role.’

If there is anyone yet to be 
contacted who would like 
poppies, or if anyone would 

the Oban branch of the RBL, 
they should contact Lesley 
on 01631 570421.

The parade makes its way to the Congregational Church for the dedication of the new 
colours for the Oban branch of the Royal British Legion. 15_t43britishlegion1

Rev Ken Hunter and members of the Oban branch of the Royal British Legion following 
the dedication of the new colours at the Congregational Church. 15_t43britishlegion2

Sir Lancelot Errington
January 14, 1917 

– October 18, 2011
A FORMER Appin man 
who helped to shape post-
war Britain has died at the 
age of 94.

Former civil servant Sir 
Lancelot Errington, known 
as Lance, spent more than 
30 years in Glen Creran with 
his wife, Reine, who died in 
2009.

After retiring to the 
Argyll area, he immersed 
himself in the affairs of the 
community and church, 
as well as indulging in his 
passion for sailing on his 
boat, Neil Gow, named after 

a pirate ancestor. Born at 
the family house, Beeslack, 
Penicuik, in January 1917, 
the eldest son of Major 
Lancelot Errington – who 
also farmed at Quinish, Isle 
of Mull – and  Elizabeth Hall 
Sanford, he entered the Home 

Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in 1939.

After the outbreak of war, 
he married Reine and joined 
the Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve, where he became 
a lieutenant in command 
of mine sweepers in the 
English Channel and Firth 
of Forth, latterly joining the 
Admiralty in London.

From 1948 he was involved 
in setting up The Ministry of 
National Insurance, working 
alongside the new Ministry 
of Health.

Then, within the Ministry 
of Social Security, he rose 
through Principal Private 
Secretary to Under Secretary 
in 1957, before joining the 

the Department of Health 
and Social Security in 1968. 
He was knighted in 1976.

After Reine’s death he left 
Appin to live with his sisters 
in Fife but on October 16 he 
suffered a stroke and died in 
Kirkcaldy hospital two days 
later.

OBITUARY

Sir Lancelot Errington

Momentous
day for Oban 
British Legion
New colours dedicated



LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£950

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this 
coupon is 20, but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  
No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name___________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

________________________________Tel No.__________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Competition
Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

R Gillies
Nursery Cottages, Ford

I MacDougall
Soroba Road, Oban

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D  L Pts
Kyles Athletic         15  12  3  0 27
Newtonmore           16  12  3  1 27
Fort William           18  10  2  6 22
Glenurquhart          18   9   2  7 20 
Kingussie                17   7  5  5  19
Kilmallie                 15   7  1  7  15
Inveraray                 17   6  1 10 13
Lovat                       17   6  1 10 13
Oban Camanachd   17   5  2 10 12  
Glenorchy               18   0  0 18   0
Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel            14 14  0  0  28
Lochaber                14   9  1  4  19
Beauly                     14   6  5  3  17
Caberfeidh              14   6  3  5  15
Lochcarron             14   4  5  5  13
Skye                        14   4  2  8  10  
Inverness                14   1  4  9   6
Strathglass              14   1  2 11   4
Marine Harvest
South Division One
Bute                         16 16  0  0  32
Glasgow MA           16 10  3  3  23
Lochside Rvrs         16  8  3   5  19
Taynuilt                   16  7  2   7  16
Ballachulish            16  7  2   7  16
Kyles Athletic         16  7  1   9  13
Oban Celtic             16  4  4   8  12
Kilmory                  16  3  2  11   8  
Aberdour                 16  2 1  13   5

League tables

Result

Fixtures

Thursday 27 October, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 31SHINTY

All to play for at 
Inverness, insists 
Scotland boss

Saturday 29 October
Marine Harvest Shinty/Camogie Challenge Match
Scotland v British Universities - Bught Park, Inverness - 10.30am.
Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurling International
Scotland U21s v Ireland  21s - Bught Park, Inverness - 12.30pm.
Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurling International
Scotland v Ireland - Bught Park, Inverness - 2pm.

‘We can claw back five-point deficit’

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Newtonmore           18 16  1   1 33
Fort William           18 11  3   4 25
Glengarry                18 12  0   6 24
Kingussie                18   7  2   9 16
Skye                        18   7  1 10 15
Lochaber                 18   7  0 11 14
Kinlochshiel           18   6  2  11 14
Lovat                       18   7  1 10 13
Glenurquhart          18   6  1  11 
13
Kilmallie                18   3 5  10 11      
Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Strachur                  14  12 1  1  25
Tayforth                  14  11 1  2  23
Bute                        14   7  3  4  17
Colglen                   14   7  0  7  14
Ballachulish           14   5  1  8   11
Inveraray                14   5  0  7  10
Glasgow MA          14   4  8  7  10
Aberdour               14   1  0 13   2
Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Aberdeen U            18  18  0  0  36
Beauly                    18  13  2  3  28
Boleskine               18  14  1  4  27
Caberfeidh             18  12  2  4  26
Lochcarron            18   7   2  9  16
Lochbroom            18   6  4   8  16
Inverness               18   5  1 12  11
Strathglass             18   4  1  13   9
Ardnamurchan      18   4  0  14   8
Lewis              18   1  1   15  3

Saturday 22 October
Shinty/Hurling International - Ireland 19, Scotland 14.

Glenurquhart’s John Barr battles for possession.

Kinlochshiel’s Keith MacRae is impeded as he attempts a hit.

Sorley MacDonald, from Skye Camanachd, is quick on the turn to tackle his opponent.

last Saturday’s shinty/hurling 
international in Ireland, Scotland 
team manager Drew McNeil 

have the depth of character to 
overhaul the hurlers in the home 

Inverness this weekend.
An early Scots’ goal at 

Inverness could spark the 

of Celtic sports.
‘There is still all to play for at 

Inverness and we are more than 
capable of clawing back the Irish 
lead,’ said McNeil.

Should the score be level after 
the two legs, the team that has 
scored the greater number of 
three-point goals would lift the 
trophy – this was how the Irish 
won the award last year – with 
the Scots currently holding a 
two-one advantage.

A knee injury to Scotland 

Athletic, will see him miss 

both Saturday’s return leg and 
the remainder of the Premier 
Division run in to the league 
title – Kyles team-mate Roddy 
MacDonald returns to the squad 
as a possible direct replacement. 

Despite a knock to the head, 
Fort William’s Niall MacPhee 

should be available for this 
weekend.

‘We took a bit of a hiding in the 

‘The pitch was very heavy and 

to play the ball on the ground 
the way we would have wanted. 
Ireland kept the ball in the air 
where they had the advantage 
but we got stuck in and came 

20 minutes.’
Conditions were less than 

ideal for both teams at a wind 
and rain-lashed Athy, County 
Kildare, last Saturday as this 
year’s challenge for the Marine 
Harvest trophy got underway. 

The longer grass and swirling 
wind contributed to a frustrating 
opening 40 minutes for the 
Scots despite taking the opening 
plaudits with Fort William’s 

point in the third minute.
Ireland’s reply was both swift 

and powerful with Offaly’s Joe 
Bergin and Tipperaray’s Eoin 
Kelly hoisting three points within 

Carlow’s Eoin Nolan lofted over 
a fourth from long range as the 
Scots defence were dragged out 
of position. 

Kelly, a former All-Ireland 
winning Tipperaray captain, 
produced a tremendous display 
of how to cope with the heavy 
weather and created several 
scoring opportunities, not only 
for himself but by carving the 
Scots’ defence open for others.

Hard physical challenges and 
the pace of the Irish forwards, 
particularly when breaking 

visitor’s back ranks repeated 
problems – Irish captain and 
newly crown hurling All-Star 
Michael Rice, of Kilkenny, 
emphasising the difference with 
a 10th minute point from long 
range.

Scotland battled at every 
opportunity and Irish keeper 
Mullaney, of Laois, saved well 
from Innes before international 
debutant Kevin Bartlett, of 
Caberfeidh, secured two points 
with a strike from open play.

By half-time Kelly and Nolan 

and when Willie Hyland, of 
Laois, scored a point within a 
minute of the restart, quickly 

the game as Nolan struck a 
bouncing ball past keeper Stuart 
MacIntosh of Glenurquhart, the 
Irish threatened to over-run their 
counterparts. 

Kelly missed a golden 
opportunity from three yards 
after clever wide play by Bergin, 

release Tom Murnam of Kerry 

The Scots then dug deep as 
Bartlett drew back a point and 
Kinlochshiel’s Keith MacRae 
recorded two more with a chip 
from open play. 

With the game now swinging 
from end-to-end there was a 

Price and Hyland scored for 

home a goal for the Scots to keep 
them in contention. Bergin and 
Kelly added a-point-a-piece with 
Innes and Robbie MacLeod of 
Kyles matching the scoring. 

Bergin forced over another 
point with 13 minutes to play 
but Fort William’s Gary Innes 
ensured Scotland can take the 

into the corner of Mullaney’s net 
for Scotland’s second goal.

Further points from Rice and 
Brendan Murtagh of Westmeath 

1 goal and 16 points (19) to 
Scotland’s 2 goals and 8 points 
(14).

This Saturday’s tie at the 
Bught Park should prove very 
competitive indeed.

Please ensure you have 
the correct postage 

before sending in your 
entry. Please note “wrapping” 

your pound coin may result in 
increased postage costs.
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

OT

BADMINTON

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s v Lenzie Youth Club, 
postponed; Under 14s 2, Morton 
BC 4. Stuart MacLean got both 
goals for Saints. Under 15s no 
game; Argyle Athletic v Under 
16s, postponed.

Lochgilphead SC v Under 
13s; FC Thistle v Under 14s; 
Ardencaple v Under 15s; Under 
16s v Baljaffray.  

RUGBY

Saints’ youths - 
results and fixtures

Central Scottish Welfare League     
   P     W    D      L      F      A      Pts                    

Whiteinch  8      7      0      1      34    15       21
Kirkmichael  7      6      1      0      53    12       19      
Renton   5      5      0      0      33      8       15
Taynuilt   7      3      2      2      24    16       11 
Clydebank Co-op  6      3      1      2      24    21       10
Western Rovers  7      3      0      4      23    26         9
Westcliff   7      2      1      4      27    29         7
Glasgow West  7      2      0      5      31    18         6
Yoker   4      1      1      2      21    13         4
Knightswood  4      1      1      2      11    12         4 
Clydebank  8      1      0      7      21    59         3
Shaw Thistle  5      0      0      5        2    70         0  

GOLF

team players
a concern for 
Oban Lorne

FOOTBALL

Saints’ Scottish Cup 
tie rained off

OBAN Saints’ Scottish 
Amateur Cup second round tie 
against Caledonian, due to be 
played at The Oval, Prestwick, 
last  Saturday was called off 
on the Friday afternoon due to 
the pitch being unplayable after 
recent heavy rain.
The match has been re-

sheduled for this Saturday at 
the same venue with a 2pm 
kick-off. Referee in charge is 
Brian Connolly. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Charles 
Holyoake order of merit Winner 
2011; 2 Ruaraidh MacIntyre; 3 
Nigel Carmichael. Sponsored by 
Islay Build Base.
Winter League Week One: 1 John 

Campbell 36pts; 2 Keith MacDon-
ald 34 pts; 3rd Iain MacCuaig 34pts. 
Css 36pts

Islay Golf Club

A SEASON to remember for 
motocross rider Jordan Kerr 
was signed off last Friday at 
the Oban Youth Motocross 
Club prizegiving.
The club’s 125sp winner, 

ahead of Laura Black and 
James Johnstone, Jordan 
also won the adults section, 
with only a few points in it.

Title wins in the Scottish 
and Highland champion-
ships rounded off a fantastic 
year of racing for the 18 
year old, who only had a 
few small hiccups to deal 
with throughout the season 
including broken chains, 
sprockets, ankles, ribs and 

gashed arms. In the quads, 
fantastic racing all season 
saw Jamie MacCallum hold 
off Amy Mackenzie to take 

-
ing from Kara Willis saw her 
take the 65cc title.

In the 85sw/bw there was 

Des Halewood and Alasdair 

in their class.
The award to the club’s 

most improved rider caused 
a lot of debate, as there were 
so many in the running.

The club asked Sean Do-
cherty, who had watched 
most of the races this season. 

Jamie MacCallum, Amy 
Mackenzie, Ashley Gorrie 
and James Johnstone were 
all in with a shout, but the 
prize eventually went to 
Laura Black. 

Although the club is called 
Oban Youth Motocross Club, 
it has acquired a lot of older 
riders, so this year a prize 
was created for the best over-
40. Mark Willis, Alasdair 
Aitken and James MacCal-
lum were all considered for 
the award but Gregor John-
stone was deemed the best 
senior this season.

Motocross club prizegiving

RBS West Division 2
Uddingston 28
Oban Lorne 24

A HAT trick of tries from club 
captain Struan Smith and the 
dismissal of an opposition player 
was not enough to give Oban 
Lorne victory on Saturday, as 
they stay rooted to the bottom of 
RBS West Division 2.

Oban travelled to Uddingston 

season and although the season 
is still in its infancy, the lack of 

poor league record so far will be 
a concern to the club. 

season ended in an entertaining 
31-31 draw, so both teams knew 
it would be a close affair.

The home side made a prom-
ising start with an early try 
after some good work by the 
forwards but Oban took the lead 

penalty was taken and given to 
No 8 Corrie Louw who touched 
down from close range. Angus 

with the boot.

Oban were dealt a blow after 
this with stand-off Craig Wright 
leaving the pitch with an injury 
to be replaced by his father Rob-
ert, who switched to full-back.

Uddingston responded almost 
immediately and regained the 
lead with another try, again the 
conversion was missed but the 
home side edged 10-7 in front.

Dominating
With the home side dominating 

to 15-7 with another try. This 
time from a scrum the home side 
elected to move the ball blind and 
ripped the Oban defence to bits 
to score in the corner. Yet again 
the conversion was missed.

At this stage the home side 
were reduced to 14 men after a 
red card. Oban took advantage 
of this and scored just before half 
time. The forwards produced a 
very impressive driving maul 
allowing Struan Smith to break 
clear and score beneath the posts. 
MacCallum again converted to 
narrow the home side’s lead to 
one point. 

A determined Uddingston 

came out battling in the second 
half to score their fourth try of 
the afternoon; the Oban defence 
producing a shocking display 
against only 14 men found 
themselves 22-14 down.

The men in green did however 
reply shortly after with another 
score from Struan Smith after 
some poor tackling from the 
home side.

The hosts replied with two 

their lead to 28-19 with 15 min-
utes remaining.  Oban were now 
dominating but were undone 
with handling errors, silly penal-
ties and some dubious refereeing 
decisions, which resulted in a 
series of uncontested scrums.

With time running out, Struan 
Smith scored his third try of the 
afternoon from a charged down 
kick but it was too little, too 
late.

Saturday to face Wigtownshire 
with a 3pm kick-off.

MOTOCROSS

Central Scottish Welfare 
League

Taynuilt Amateurs 2
Western Rovers 0

TAYNUILT Amateurs kept 

at Oban High School against 
Western Rovers to put them up 
to fourth in the league. 

This game was to be a test for 
the Taynuilt squad, which had 
various players missing through 
injury and Mark Robertson away 
back to the Merchant Navy. 

pretty, however it was Taynuilt 
getting the ball on the deck and 
playing some lovely football at 
times. It was no surprise when 
the home side took the lead in 
the 35th minute, Kris Gillies 
beating his man and slipping the 
ball into the corner. 

The lead was to be doubled 
before the break, again Kris 

close control beat two men at the 
bye-line. He slipped the ball to 

the edge of the area where Iain 
McInnes found the top corner 

The second half was a one-sid-
ed affair with Taynuilt spraying 
the ball about and Stephen Kelly 
and Scott Maitland dominating 

The lead should have been 

gilt-edged chances, while at the 
other end of the pitch Taynuilt’s 
defence was the basis of this win 
with a man of the match perform-
ance from Paul Carmichael. 

Taynuilt take on Clydebank 

Taynuilt: Conner McIntyre, 
David McPhee, Ally Gunn, Craig 
Campbell, Paul Carmichael, 
Mark Ferguson, Stephen Kelly, 
Scott Maitland, Iain McInnes, 
Josh Rippon, Kris Gillies. Subs 
used: Martin Collins, Chris Mc-
Caig, Kenny McKechnie. 

FOOTBALL

First half goals see Taynuilt 
pick up all three points

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC
Friday Sunny intervals.
 Winds moderate, southerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 10ºC.
Weekend Light rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south, south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, October 27, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.28 4.2 11.45 0.4 17.44 4.3 **.**    *.*
Fri  00.12 0.5 06.07 4.2 12.31 0.4        18.23     4.2
Sat  00.54 0.5 06.47 4.2 13.17       0.5       19.04     4.0
Sun  01.37 0.7 07.30 4.0 14.04       0.8       19.45     3.7
Mon  02.23 0.9 08.15 3.8 14.54 1.1 20.28     3.4
Tues  03.13 1.2 09.06 3.5 15.49 1.4 21.17     3.1
Wed  04.09 1.4 10.10 3.3 16.50 1.7 22.24     2.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

10

FRIDAY

19

THREE of Argyll’s youth rugby 
teams will travel to Cartha 
Queen’s Park, Glasgow for a 
series of games.

The Argyll Girls under-15 and 
under-18 teams, consisting of 
players from mainly Oban and 
Mull, will take part in the Brewin 
Dolphin Scottish Schools Cup 
qualifying tournament.

The Argyll under-16 boys, 
which also includes players from 
Mid Argyll, will take on Cartha 
in the West Regional League.

involved in Oban’s School of 
Rugby programme will be visited 
by the Scottish Rugby Union’s 

ordinator Ken MacEwan, who 
will put the lads through their 
paces with a series of physical 
tests.

SCHOOL RUGBY

Series of games for 
youth rugby teams

FOOTBALL

Weekend fixtures 
for SAFL teams

SCOTTISH Amateur Cup: 
Erskine v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Campbeltown Pupils v Bothwell 
and Uddingston Albion; Caledonian 
v Oban Saints.

Premier Division Two: Dunoon 
v Celtic CA. Division One: Tarbert 
v Aikenhead Thistle ‘B’.  Division 
Two: Rosehill Star v Dunoon.

No way through for this Western Rovers attacker during last Saturday’s game against Taynuilt. 
07_t43footy2

Caberfeidh’s Kevin Bartlett, making his debut for Scotland, gets into a tangle with this Irish player 
during last weekend’s shinty/hurling international in County Kildare. For match report
 and more photographs see page 31. The return fixture takes place this Saturday at the

 Bught Park in Inverness. 

Oban Youth Motocross Club prizewinners (kneeling) are, from left: Alasdair Gorrie, Jamie 
MacCallum, Kara Willis and Jordan Kerr with other members of the club. 15_t43motocross1

OBAN Badminton Club has 
resumed for the winter and 
will run on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in Atlantis Leisure.

Tuesdays will run from 8pm, 
while Thursday night practice 
convenes at 6pm.

Membership is £80 for 
adults, £40 for juniors and 
student and £110 for a family.
A member only night is 
scheduled for November 8.

New season gets 
under way
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Junior golfer gets 
top USA coaching
A LOCHABER High School 
pupil jetted off to Texas during 
the October holidays to learn 

coaches, including former Open 
champion Mark O’Meara.

Alasdair Ross, S5, was one of 
12 junior golfers from across 
Scotland selected to take part in 
the 10-day Grampian Houston 
Junior Golf tour, which aims 
to help young people gain golf 
scholarship opportunities in 
the US.

Lochaber loch has grown for the second year 
running.

reserve on Loch Arkaig’s north shore found 15 
chequered skippers, up from eight in 2010.

Numbers had reached a low point of only three 
in 2009 compared to 38 in 2005, leading experts to 
fear the colony would die out. 

But new management practices introduced at the 
reserve, run by Forestry Commission Scotland, 
(FCS) have proved successful.

Highland Cattle from the Commission’s 100 
strong Lochaber grazed the site during the year, 

FCS also uses the cattle for targeted grazing 
regimes at the Sound of Mull (Savary), Poloch, 
Loch Shiel (Scamadale), Glen Loy and Cow Hill. 

of these sites.
Local district manager, Kevin Peace said: 

‘Seeing chequered skipper numbers increase 
like this indicates that introducing cattle to Allt 

conservation grazing is also helping the beautiful 
demoiselle, black grouse, and plants such as the 
montane or dwarf birch and juniper.’

Caol man     
appears in
court on drug 
charges
A CAOL man has appeared in 
court after a major police raid in 
the village found class A drugs, 
believed to be cocaine, with a 
street value of £70,000.

Alan Mathers, aged 23, 
appeared from custody at 
Fort William Sheriff Court in 
private on Monday morning 
in connection with the drug 
seizure on Saturday evening. 

Mr Mathers was remanded 
in custody until his next court 
appearance.

Lochaber, Skye and Lochalsh 
area commander chief inspector 
David Bushell told The Oban 
Times the raid had involved a 

He said: ‘Dealing with drugs 
in the Lochaber area remains 
one of our priorities and we 
will continue to target people 
involved in drugs.’

Local history 
society welcomes 
architectural 
writer
ARCHITECTURAL writer and 
journalist Mary Miers will be 
guest speaker at Lochaber Local 
History Society’s monthly 
meeting in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William next Thursday.

Ms Miers, who set up 
Scotland’s buildings at risk 
register and is the author of  
‘The Western Seaboard’, hails 
from South Uist and will be 
travelling from London to speak 
on ‘The Architectural Heritage 
of Lochaber’. Everyone is 
welcome to attend at 8pm. 

SINGERS with Isle of Skye roots swept 
the board in the traditional gold medal 
competitions at the Royal National Mòd in 
Stornoway.

Judges voted Duncan MacKinnon top 
men’s singer and Wilma Kennedy best 
female vocalist, earning both the precious 
gold award and the Islander Shield.

Mr MacKinnon, 32, hails from Ardvasar 
in Sleat and currently is working on Lewis 
as a TV researcher. Ms Kennedy, from 
Broughty Ferry, Dundee, is the daughter of 
Kenna Campbell, of Gaelic singing legends 
Campbells of Greepe, whose origins lie 
in the crofting township near Dunvegan 
from which the group draws its name. Mr 

MacKinnon won the prestigious event at 

previously won the gold medal 20 years ago 
- at the Dingwall Mòd in 1991. ‘It is lovely 
to get the traditional gold medal after such 
a wide gap,’ she told The Oban Times after 
her success.

 See our Mòd coverage on pages 7-10.

A second-hand bookshop in the Fishermen’s Mission in Mallaig 
has raised an incredible £4,217 for the organisation’s work on 

behalf of seafarers. Bookshop volunteers Kenneth MacKenzie and 
Christine MacDougall, left, handed over the impressive cheque 

to mission manager Karen Calder and senior superintendent 
Murray Campbell in Mallaig on Tuesday afternoon. Photo courtesy 

of Alexander Mathieson.

REMOTE west coast 
communities are looking forward 
to an off-season business boost 
after ferry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) announced 
improved winter timetables.

The changes, being introduced 
following requests from local 
people, will see two new 
Saturday sailings, morning and 
afternoon, between Mallaig 
and Armadale and an afternoon 
service on Sundays. Two years 
ago there were no weekend 
services.

a new direct Sunday service 
from Mallaig, replacing a linked 
service to all the Small Isles, 
which saw the Loch Nevis dock 
for only 15 minutes. 

Skye residents expressed 
delight at the move, which 
brings Saturdays into line with 
weekday services. 

Boyd Robertson, director of 
the Gaelic College Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig, said: ‘The new service 
will enhance access to the 
college and offer staff, students 
and those attending courses, 
conferences and functions 
at the college a shorter drive 
from and to the Central Belt 
during the winter months.’
Development director at the 
Clan Donald Lands Trust in 
Armadale, Norman Gillies
said weekend breaks 
could now be built around 

the enhanced services.
He said: ‘As a major tourism 

to both the tourist industry 
and the local community.’
National Trust for Scotland 
manager on Canna, Stewart 
Connor, said the new 
arrangements could bring vital 
off-season visitor income to the 
island.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Before we had a Saturday 
sailing that only came in for 15 
minutes to drop stuff off and 
then went on to Eigg and Muck.

Stay
‘It was hard to get people 

to come out and visit and 
contractors that needed to do 
work here had to stay for two or 
three days.

‘But this new sailing allows the 
boat to tie up for two hours and 
is a direct sailing to and from 
Mallaig. Local businesses can 
now offer Sunday lunches for 
people wanting to come out and 
head back again. It is fantastic, 
and CalMac have bent over 
backwards to get this done.’ 

Sleat Community Trust 
director Roddy Murray 
paid tribute to CalMac
and Transport Scotland, and to 
Canna people for agreeing to 

the necessary adjustments to the 
Loch Nevis’ timetable.

He said: ‘In these times of 
austerity and cutbacks it is 
encouraging to hear of services 
being improved and enhanced 
in this way. We are indebted to 
David Taylor, regional manager 
of Calmac, for his hard work on 
our behalf. 

‘We would now ask travellers 
to and from Skye to use these 
services over the winter months 
to ensure their continued 
success.’

Elsewhere on the west coast, 
a new Saturday service will run 
from Islay to Oban via Colonsay, 
and return to Colonsay, Islay and 
Kennacraig. It will be trialled 

A minor change is also being 
made to improve the turnaround 
time on the Leverburgh-
Berneray service in summer. 
CalMac managing director 
Phil Preston said: ‘We are 
delighted to be able to offer 
these improvements to services, 
all of which are the result of 
requests and discussions with 
the communities we serve. 

‘These changes mean that 
Islay, Colonsay, Canna and 
Skye all have new weekend 
services which we are sure 
will prove popular with locals 
and visitors. We are grateful 
to the Scottish Government 
for agreeing to these changes.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Traditional gold medal winners Duncan MacKinnon and Wilma Kennedy celebrate their success. 20_f43mod66

Traditional gold medal winners share Skye roots

More winter 
ferries boost 
west coast

Resurfacing
diversion

Goat carcass 
claims denied

Raasay project results to be revealed

Bookshop raises mission cash

examining the relationship 
between the education system 
and island depopulation will be 
presented at a public meeting on 
Raasay on Saturday. 

The project, funded by the 
British Academy and part of the 
Economic and Social Research 
Council’s Festival of Social Sci-
ence, is being led by Dr Donald 
Gillies, who has strong Raasay 
connections. 

The University of Strathclyde 
academic’s parents, grandpar-
ents – on both sides – came from 
Raasay. His father Alasdair 

MacLeod, the famous builder of 

TRAFFIC from the A82 will be 
diverted through a Fort William 
housing scheme during resurfacing 
works at Nevis Bridge.

One lane of the road will be closed 
from the Nevis Bank roundabout to 

to 6am on November 13-18. Scotland 
Transerv say the narrow bridge will oc-

through Inverlochy and Camanachd 
Crescent. A Transerv spokesman said: 
‘The bollards will be removed for 
emergency services and local access. 
The road should be closed for no longer 
than 30 minutes at a time.’

A convoy system will be in operation 
north of Lochybridge for associated 
resurfacing works between Sunday 
November 6 and Friday November 11.

Calum’s Road. The study exam-
ines post-school destinations of 
all pupils at Raasay School from 
1901-2000 and canvassed school 
leavers on why they decided to 
leave or stay. 

It was inspired by Mr MacLeod, 
who died in 1988, insisting 
that centralising tendencies in 
education caused a clearance on 
Raasay as bad as the infamous 
ones of the 1850s.

Dr Gillies told The Oban Times:
‘Calum had two complaints - the 

to move to Portree for secondary 

education, which he argued 
broke the family/home link and 
served to distance children from 
crofting roots. 

‘In the 1950s children only 
came home occasionally and 
boarded in Portree. As transport 
improved they got home weekly 
– but only for a few hours on a 
Saturday. Now with better ferry 
links they can commute daily. 

‘The second complaint was 
that he said they were educated 
‘city style’ and so alienated from 
their cultural and moral back-
ground. I would imagine Sabhal 
Mor Ostaig would meet with 
his approval, as would Gaelic 
opportunities in school, but 

so would any form of distance 
learning which would allow 
youngsters to remain at home, if 
they so wished.’

He added: ‘Our data so far 
suggests that more than 83 per 
cent of pupils who went through 
primary school on Raasay left 
the island altogether.

‘Education may lead the young 
away initially but local employ-
ment and good infrastructure 
– such as transport links - are 
absolutely crucial in the longer 
term.’

Raasay’s population dropped 

before recovering to 192 by 
2001.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

SCOTTISH Natural Heritage has 
denied claims it threw carcasses of 
goats culled on the Isle of Rum into the 
sea. About 80 goats are being shot by 
SNH workers after numbers grew from 
250 to 350 in recent years. 

SNH says the animals are damaging 
fragile habitats. Media reports 
suggested dead animals were left lying 
or thrown over the cliff edge.

Richard Kilpatrick, SNH reserve 
manager on Rum, dismissed, as 
‘absolute rubbish’, the claims about 
goat disposal. He said: ‘Where possible 
we have been recovering the carcasses 
and selling them to a local game dealer. 
Where it is simply too dangerous to 
recover carcasses, we are leaving them 
where they are to become fodder for the 
island’s eagles.’

1938
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FE ON THE ISLAND OF MULL  

th life in rural communities in Scotland is 

ing broadcast by the B.B.C. on March 11.  

he programme will be in praise of the Island 

f Mull.  An impression of the life on this 

oveliest of Islands has been devised by Emma 

L. Menzies, wife of the minister at Tobermory, 

where calls every weekday throughout the year 

the steamer “Lochinvar”.  Hugh MacLean, the 

pilot of this small link between Mull and the 

mainland, will tell of his life and what queer 

cargoes he sometimes carries.  A crofter, Archie 

ill ay something of his solitary 

ft A shepherd, 
lALSO THIS WEEK: WIN a mid-week winter break for two at Crieff Hydro • All the latest news and photos from the 2011 Royal National Mòd

Don’t forget 
to turn your 
clocks back 
this weekend

Part 4 of our feature
   celebrating 150 YEARS of
    THE OBAN TIMES • THIS 
    WEEK 1934 - 1970

Visit Oban 

out what 
it has to 
offer- see 
page 23

* Includes FREE Fitness Assessment and Programme

* PLUS...a FREE Personal Training Session (not compulsory) 

* PLUS...Spinning and Aqua Classes
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Thursday > Emily Smith
Skipinnish Ceilidh House get your tickets online now!
Tickets £12.00 from www.ticketsoup.com 8.00pm
or call 01397 705 666

Friday > Our Super Spooky Friday   
Skipinnish Ceilidh House is kicking off with

plenty of Hallowe’en 
cocktails on the cards! 

Saturday  > Our club night takes
Skipinnish Ceilidh House on a spooky turn 

as Simon takes the 
tunes to a whole new level

Do you have an event or live music on?
Do you want your advert to be read by 

12,586 weekly readers?
Call Fiona on 01631 568000 for more information

Source Jicreg data as at 01/01/2011

IT WAS all smiles in Stornoway 
on Friday when a little boy was 
renuited with a battered cloth 
rabbit after it went missing 
during the Royal National Mòd.

Seven-year-old Angus 
MacAskill had been competing 
in St Columba’s church on 
Monday when ‘Bunny’, his 
cuddly toy and constant 
companion ever since he was an 
infant, disappeared.

Angus’s mum Iona, dad Iain, 
who is originally from Lewis 
and works for MacLeod’s 
of Lochgilphead, and Mòd 
steward Jann Skelly searched 
everywhere, but the missing 
rabbit could not be found. 

Jann promised Angus she 
would track down his precious 
pet – and issued appeals for help 

FORT William police are appealing for 
information following a break-in at Ben 
Nevis Distillery in the town over the 
weekend.

No property was stolen, but there was 
some damage caused during the attempted 
forced entry.

Anyone who may have seen vehicles or 
people at the distillery between 5pm on 
Friday and 3.30pm on Sunday is asked to 
contact the station on 01397 702316.

Meanwhile, Strontian police are hunting 
sneak thieves who stole 40 litres of red diesel 

from an excavator parked off the Lochaline 
to Drimnin road at Achnaha.

The theft from the Kamatsu machine took 
place sometime between last Thursday and 
Monday. 

Anyone with information can contact the 
station on 01967 402022.

Alternatively, the independent charity 
Crimestoppers can be contacted 
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or online. 

No personal details are taken, information 
is not traced or recorded and you will not go 
to court.

Three injured
in Skye                     
car collision
THREE people were taken to 
Broadford Hospital with minor 
injuries after two cars collided 
on the A87 at Ashaig last 
Wednesday afternoon.

attended and the road was 
closed for a short time. 

One driver is the subject of a
report to the Procurator Fiscal.

Coastguard and 
lifeboat help 
stranded walkers 
KYLE OF Lochalsh coastguard 
rescue team and lifeboat were 
called out on Monday after 
three walkers became stranded 
along the Loch Alsh shore near 
Eilean Donan Castle.

The disorientated hikers put 
a 999 call through to Clyde 
Coastguard, who alerted 
colleagues in Stornoway. 

The group, who were in no 
immediate danger, were located 
safely and taken to their hotel in 
Balmacara.

Glencoe man 
wins short story 
competition
A GLENCOE man is 
celebrating after winning the 

writing competition.
Bill Strachan, from Glencoe, 

won £1,000 towards an 
adventure holiday of his choice.
Bill’s story, ‘I Did It My Way’ 
recounted his recent long 
distance walk from Land’s End 
to John O’Groats.

‘I hoped it would inspire 
others to try something 
adventurous,’ he told The Oban 
Times.

Ayrshireman Bill, 61, 
originally from Galston and 
a Glencoe resident for seven 
years, is a member of Lochaber 
Writers’ Group, which meet 

in Kinlochleven. Bill says he 
owes a lot to the encouragement 
he received from the group, 
which welcomes anyone 
interested in taking up writing. 
For details contact Ilona 

googlemail.com.

Heating oil stolen
POLICE are warning 
householders to be on their 
guard after a large quantity of 
domestic heating oil was stolen 
from an outside tank at property 
in Upper Breakish, Skye.

Northern Constabulary have 

on how to prevent such thefts.

Man admits injuring partner
A KINLOCHLEVEN man has admitted punching his partner on 
the head and injuring her.

Stuart Patterson, of 4 Glendale Road, pled guilty to assaulting the 
woman at 5 Sutherland Avenue, Kinlochleven, on July 24. 

Sheriff Donald Ferguson deferred sentence on the 31-year-old at 
Fort William Sheriff Court until November 21 for reports, after 
hearing Patterson had a previous conviction for assault.

THE TRIAL of two men from 
the Fort William area accused of 
carrying out a violent attack on 
a man in Caol has been dropped 
after the alleged victim left the 
country.

Alexander Watson, of 13 

Cameron Place, Caol and Jamie 
Stevenson, of 87 Carn Dearg 
Road, Claggan, both aged 28, had 
denied assaulting Latvian man 
Vadim Prohorovs by pushing 
him on the body, headbutting 
him causing him to fall to the 

ground, and repeatedly kicking 
and stamping on his head causing 
him to lose consciousness. 

Native country
The alleged incident happened 

on Torlundy Road on June 21. 
Area Fiscal Andrew Laing told 

Fort William Sheriff Court he 
believed Prohorovs had returned 
to his native country. 

He said: ‘There is no guarantee 
this witness will be produced, 
and there is not enough evidence 
without the complainer.’

Man admits           
assaulting
partner
A FORT William man has 
admitted assaulting his partner 
at his home.

Rael Nolan, of 6 The Malt-
burn, Old Glenlochy Distillery, 
pled not guilty to assaulting the 
woman by striking her on the 
head to her injury on August 17. 

Sheriff Donald Ferguson 
deferred sentencing the 30-
year-old at Fort William Sheriff 
Court until November 21.

£350 and ordered to pay £400 
compensation after punching a 
barmaid during a drunken brawl 
at a family celebration.

Keiran Donaldson, of 12 Strone 
Place, punched Karen Houghton 
on the face during the fracas 
at Caol Community Centre on 
April 10.

The 22-year-old had denied 
the charge, but two other bar 
workers who attempted to break 

Fort William Sheriff Court 

witnesses had described the 
scene as ‘like a riot’. He said: 
‘This was a criminal assault; it 
was not accidental. There was 
no excuse whatsoever for the 
assault on this lady. This incident 
has had a serious impact on the 
victim.’

Finding Donaldson guilty, 
Sheriff Donald Ferguson said 
he had considered putting him 
in jail. 

TWO TEENAGERS were hurt in 
a one-car accident on Lewis on 
Saturday night.

The pair, both passengers, were 
conveyed to the Western Isles 
Hospital for treatment following 

the crash on the A858 near Barvas 
Free Church around 10.45pm. 

Driver John MacLeod, 17, who 
was unhurt, appeared at Stornoway 
Sheriff Court on Monday charged 
with careless driving. 

It is also alleged he failed to give 
a breath sample, endangered his 
passengers by having both in the 
front seat and made violent threats 
to police.

MacLeod, who made no plea, 

was temporarily banned from 
driving. 

The case was continued. 
Stornoway police are appealing for 
witnesses to contact them on 01851 
702222.

WITH bookies shortening the odds on 

Port.
Some 890 tons for Highland Council’s 

depot at Lochcarron arrived on the cargo 
vessel MV Burhou 1 from Belfast last week. 

The shipments will cut down on expensive 
and environmentally damaging distribution 
by road. The salt used to come into Inverness 
and was hauled across to the west coast in 
lorries. 

Ali Ferguson, managing director of 
Kishorn joint owners Ferguson Transport 

(Spean Bridge) Ltd, told The Oban Times the 
shipments would ‘ensure a ready supply of 
salt locally for the winter months ahead.’

round wood timber, salmon smolts, plastic 

products local to the area.

Author Bill: £1,000 winner.

He said: ‘I have absolutely 
no doubt Karen Houghton 
was assaulted in the manner 
described. Both of the witnesses 
spoke to Mrs Houghton being on 

and the accused going over and 
striking her.’

Similar charges against 
Donaldson’s father Andrew, 
aged 48, of 12 Strone Place, 
and brother Andrew James 
Donaldson, aged 25, of 6 
Patience Place, were dropped 
due to a lack of evidence.

for a separate charge of stealing 
a plastic towing eye cover from 
a vehicle parked on Glenkingie 
Terrace on September 25 while 
on bail. He was arrested on the 
same night and spent two days 
in custody.

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said it was an 
‘opportunistic’ crime, and the 
item, worth £8, was returned 
undamaged to the vehicle’s 
owner.

Reunited: Angus cuddles ‘Bunny’ again after Jann tracked down 
the fluffy toy. 20_tmod64

Man punched 
barmaid at 
family party

Police appeal follows Ben 
Nevis Distillery break-in

Delight as Angus        
and ‘Bunny’         
are reunited

on local radio. And after several 
heartless hoax calls, a worker 
in the canteen at the Nicolson 
Institute contacted Jann to say 
Bunny had turned up.

Through The Oban Times,
Jann met the Inveraray family 
in An Lanntair, one of the Mòd 
venues, on Friday afternoon and 
returned Bunny to his tearful 
owner.

Beaming
Angus had been heartbroken 

when Bunny went missing – but 
when Jann opened her cloth 
holdall and asked him to see 
what was inside, his beaming 
face told its own story.

Mum Iona said: ‘Bunny was 
a baby present just after Angus 
was born from his big cousins. 
We are all overjoyed.’

Trial dropped after alleged victim leaves country

Teenager passengers injured in Lewis car crash

Attack in community centre had 
‘a serious impact on victim’

Make the most of online trading and 
marketing
Learn how to exploit online trading and marketing opportunities for your business.
This FREE workshop will help businesses develop their online presence and increase online sales. It is 
aimed at those who already have a little experience now looking to increase the amount of trading 
they do online, or for those businesses new to online trading but keen to exploit the opportunity.
The workshop covers everything from online shops, payments and legal aspects to effectively marketing 
and advertising your business online. 
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon– Thu 10 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm • Inveraray – Mon 21 Nov 2011 – 
10am – 3.30pm • Oban - Wed 23 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm

Build your own business website
Learn from scratch how to build and manage an attractive and effective website for 
your business.
This FREE workshop will show you how simple it is to develop your own business website and keep it 
up to date yourself. It is ideal for businesses that don’t have their own website yet, or for those who 
do but want to take control of managing it themselves. No prior knowledge or skills other than basic 
web browsing and text editing skills are required to use this simple but powerful website building tool. 

Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – Fri 11 Nov 2011 –10am – 3.30pm • Inveraray - Tue 22 Nov 2011- 10am – 3.30pm • 
Oban - Thu 24 Nov 2011–– 10am – 3.30pm

The “Practical Basic Book-keeping” workshop
Book-keeping is a core business skill, and, even if someone else does it for you, you still need to 
understand and value the process. If you want to know the starting point for good record-keeping, 
this is the course for you. Those new to business and with little or no formal training in book-keeping 
will particularly benefit.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Oban – Thu 8 Dec 2011 – 9.30am-12.30pm

Planning to start your own business?
Join our FREE two day workshop where you will learn how to develop your ideas into a practical 
and effective plan to launch your business.  Key elements include: Getting the marketing right for 
your business; Developing a realistic, working business plan; Deciding what finance you need and 
learning how to use financial information.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – Tue 8 and Wed 9 Nov –9.30am-4.30pm • Oban – Wed 23 and Thu 24 Nov 
–9.30am-4.30pm

Becoming self employed?
This FREE workshop run by HM Revenue and Customs will be run in conjunction with the 2 day, 
Planning to start your own business workshop, but can be booked separately. The workshop will give 
you the knowledge you need to register your self-employment; setup and maintain business records; 
know what National Insurance to pay; know what expenses you can claim and know which pages of 
your Self Assessment Tax Return you need to complete.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Dunoon – 9 Nov –1.30-4.30pm • Oban – Thu 24 Nov –1.30-4.30pm

Meet the Advisor
Do you want to grow your existing business or thinking about starting up your own business?
Business Gateway can offer advice and support to help you develop your ideas into an effective 
and practical plan.  The advisor can meet with you to talk through your ideas and offer free advice, 
in confidential one to one meetings. 
Meet the advisor sessions will be held on the following dates:

Bowmore – Thu 10 Nov 2011 – 9.30am-4.30pm • Oban – Tue 15 Nov 2011 - 
9.30am-4.30pm • Campbeltown – Mon 28 Nov 2011– 10am-3.30pm
Please contact the Business Gateway team to book an appointment with an advisor 

Would you like to know how to reduce your 
tax bill?
Come along to this FREE workshop to find out how. This workshop is run by HM Revenue and Customs in 
partnership with Business Gateway and is aimed at the newly self-employed. It will cover: 
• what your allowable business expenses are and how to work out your tax allowances 
• how to recognise the most common types of allowable business expenses 
• how to identify allowable and non allowable business expenses 
• the different ways to work out your motoring expenses 
• how to correctly work out capital allowances for cars, other vehicles and equipment using examples 
• Where to find any further information and help you may need 
• Self Assessment Online 
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Oban– Tue 22 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm • Dunoon– Wed 23 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm 
• Inveraray – Thu 24 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm

Self Assessment for the self employed
This FREE course is organised and run by HM Revenue & Customs. It is designed for sole traders and 
partnerships and will give instruction on how to complete a Self Assessment return. The course will 
cover the expenses and allowances you can claim, the deadline you need to meet, how to pay your 
tax and guidance on online submission of returns.
Workshops will be held on the following dates:

Inveraray – Mon 28 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm • Oban – Tue 29 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm 
• Dunoon – Wed 30 Nov 2011 – 1-4.30pm

Places are strictly limited to 12 so we advise you to book early.  
For more information on any of our courses please call the Business 
Gateway team on 01546 605459 
or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
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If you have an open fire 
or a stove.

Stay warm with a new, 
super efficient, 

eco friendly fuel.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

Enjoy a rapid heat when 
you get in at night, with 
our completely reliable, 
simple clean 2nd 
generation briquettes.

To burn alone or great 
with wood

Collect or delivered in 10kg bags - 
C. Hodge  01631 563271

Bagged Wood pellets also available

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

One of the most 
common problems 
optometrists have to 
deal with is patients 
suffering from 
Dry Eye Syndrome 
(DES). Symptoms of 
DES range from mild 
sensations of grit-
tiness and minimal 
discomfort through to 
constant burning and 
extreme discomfort. 
The causes of DES 
are varied. Ladies 
of a certain age, and 
even some men, suf-
fer from hormonal 
changes which can 
induce a sensation 
of dry eyes. Some 
medication can cause 
dry eye symptoms. 
Probably the most 
common cause of dry 
eyes in the elderly is 
rheumatoid arthritis. 
Just to complicate 
matters dry gritty 
eyes can also be 
associated with 
uncorrected refrac-
tive error. In other 
words … you might 
simply need your 
glasses upgraded. 

Assessment of dry 
eye syndrome breaks 
the problem into two 
types. Aqueous de-
ficient; where there 
are insufficient tears 
being produced, and 
lipid deficient; where 
the oily outer coat-
ing of the tear film 

is of poor quality or 
even missing. This 
causes the watery 
portion of your tears 
to evaporate giving 
you dry eyes. Many 
patients comment 
on how their eyes 
water constantly but 
they always feel dry.

Your first port of 
call with a dry eye 
problem should be 
your optometrist. 
Optometrists are 
trained and have the 
essential equipment to 
differentiate between 
the different types of 
dry eye. Treatments 
range from simple 
drops which lubricate 
the eyes, through 
drops which replace 
the oily lipid layer on 
the outside of your 

which replace missing 
minerals and vitamins 
which are essential 
for a healthy tear 

aspect of dry eye 
treatment is dietary 
advice. A healthy and 
varied diet can have 

the treatment of dry 
eye syndrome. In all 
cases your optometrist 
should be able to 
advise you on ap-
propriate care and, if 
necessary, refer you to 
an ophthalmologist for 
further investigation.

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Dry Eye Syndrome

Conductor Kirsteen Menzies lifts the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield after her Dingwall Gaelic Choir 
enthralled the audience at a packed Lewis Sports Centre, in Stornoway, on Friday afternoon to 

win the coveted trophy. Judges awarded the choir a remarkable 376 points out of 400 for Gaelic 
language and musicality, earning Dingwall The Oban Times Silver Salver for the highest marks in 

music. 20_tmod60

AN COMUNN Gàidhealach 

the 2015 host venue for the 
Royal National Mòd for the 16th 
time since the town hosted the 
inaugural event.

The announcement made last 

Argyll had expected.
The county is already busy 

preparing for next year’s Royal 
National Mòd, which is going to 
take place in Dunoon.

Speaking at a press conference 
on the last day of 2011 

competitions, John McLeod, 
president of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We are 

Mòd will go back to Oban, the 
place where it all started, in 
2015. This is the 16th time we’ve 
taken the Mòd to Oban and 
thanks to the support of Argyll 
and Bute Council and a strong 
local committee, we have huge 

back to Oban in four years’ 
time.’

Robin Banks, chairman of the 

local branch of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘We are 
delighted to hear the Mòd is 
coming back to its birthplace. 

‘Oban is well placed to service 
the visitors and competitors 
taking part in the Mòd and it is 
used to large numbers of people 
visiting during the summer.’

The Oban event will take place 
from October 9 – 17, 2015. The 
Mòd will be held in Paisley in 
2013 and Inverness in 2014.

Mod reports and pictures 
- pages 7-10

Oban 2015 - Royal National Mòd 
returns to where it all started 

Helicopter drama 
as baby is airlifted 
to Paisley hospital
A NEWBORN baby was air-
lifted from Oban to a specialist 
hospital in a dramatic rescue 
which saw Navy helicopter pilots 
make four attempts to land.

The hours-old child was born 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in the early hours of Friday 
morning but due to medical 
complications, the decision was 
made to move mother and baby 
to specialist care at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital in Paisley.

HMS Gannet was launched at 
2.45am and picked up neo-natal 
paediatric specialists and equip-
ment before heading north to 
Oban.

But torrential rain and low-ly-
ing cloud meant visibility was 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

extremely poor, making progress 
slow and landing nigh-on impos-
sible.

Knowing, however, that land-
ing would be vital to the health 
of the baby, the crew persisted.

Pilot Lieutenant Mike Paulet 
said: ‘With both pilots utilising a 
combination of night vision gog-
gles and the observer, Lieutenant 
Alex Stevenson, controlling 
the aircraft on the radar, three 
approaches into Oban were 
attempted from different direc-
tions – all without success.

‘By now it was about 4.30am 

and it wasn’t just the time tick-
ing away which was concerning 
us. We were also becoming 
concerned about our fuel.’

So bad was the situation that 
the crew considered landing 
at Lismore and waiting until 
daylight to make a further land-
ing attempt at the hospital. Mike 
said: ‘Although this wasn’t ideal, 
the safety of the aircraft and all 
those on board was uppermost 
in our minds. So was the very 
ill baby. Taking into account our 
fuel situation, we decided to give 
it one more shot.’

Thankfully, Lieutenant Ste-
venson managed to talk the pilot 
and co-pilot, Guy McCallum, 
into the hospital using radar and 

night vision goggles. Mike said: 
‘Due to the fact that we could 
see very little, we had to trust 

instructions.
‘This time it worked. Landing 

at the hospital at 5am, we were 
able to get the paediatric spe-
cialists to the baby which was a 
huge relief. You just know that 
in circumstances like that, every 
second can be critical.’

The helicopter made its way 
back to Paisley with paediatric 
staff, a midwife, mum, dad and 
baby on board, as well as the 
four crew, at 8.30am.

The baby spent the weekend at 
the hospital and returned home 
on Monday.

Tributes to Port 
Appin man who 
perished in crash
A PORT Appin man has died 
following a crash at the A828 
near the Creagan Bridge on 
Friday.

Calum Thomson, 23, lost his 
life following a collision with a 
van at about 4.20pm.

The driver of the van was 
taken to hospital for shock but 
was uninjured. 

locally. A former pupil of Oban 
High School, he was passionate 
about acting and was a member 
of the Spotlight Musical Theatre 
Group and the youngest ever 
member of Appin Community 
Council.

He was also a keen rugby 
player and has turned out for 
Oban Lorne Rugby Club in the 
past. The club held a minute’s 
silence for Calum ahead of their 
away game against Uddingston 
on Saturday.

Alison MacCorquodale, 
chairwoman of Appin 
Community Council, said: 
‘I was very shocked and 
saddened to hear the news.  He 
was an active member of the 
community and our youngest 
ever member.

‘Not only was he a member 
of Spotlight, but he was in 
the Appin Drama Group and 
involved in the drama festival.

‘It’s a huge loss for the area. 
He was liked by everyone and 
the community will fall in 
around the family to offer their 
support.’

Spotlight Musical Theatre 
Group said: ‘There are no 
words to relieve the tremendous 
heartache and pain we feel for 
Calum’s parents, Fiona and 
Dougald, with extra special 
wishes for his sister Eilish. 

‘We offer them our sincere 
condolences and deepest 
sympathy on their loss. The 
news has devastated us all. 
Calum will forever be in our 
hearts and deeply missed for 
ever more.’

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a 10ft rowing 
boat was stolen from Loch Awe 
sometime between September 3 
and October 18. Contact Oban 
Police Station.

Rowing boat 
stolen from loch Officers remove evidence from a house in Dalavich on Friday afternoon. 15_t43drugs2

Dalavich drugs raid nets £50,000 of cannabis
a house at Dalavich on Friday, 
shutting down a major cultiva-
tion operation and seizing more 
than £50,000 of cannabis.

Villagers watched as plain 

the property as part of an intel-
ligence led operation to close 
down what is believed to be a 

drugs trade in the area.

from Scottish and Southern 
Energy to disconnect power to 
the house before carrying out 
their search on Friday.

The operation to recover 
evidence lasted until the early 
hours of Saturday morning.

Strathclyde Police’s chief in-
spector for the Oban area, Brian 
Auld, said: ‘This was an intelli-
gence led operation culminating 
in the search of a premises under 
warrant.

‘We would encourage people 
to continue to provide informa-
tion and give their assistance 
whenever they have suspicions.’

Neighbours of the property 
watched as bag after bag of evi-
dence was taken from the house 
to a specially hired van.  

As well as removing plants and 

quantity of hydroponics equip-
ment was also recovered.

Two people were arrested as a 
result of the raid.

Meanwhile, Mr Auld has asked 
locals to be on the lookout for any 
other suspicious activities as the 
crackdown on drugs continues. 
He said: ‘Individuals who are 
involved in cannabis cultivation 
and other unlawful enterprises 
can endanger others because of 

the crude methods of bypassing 
electricity meters.  

‘We are keen to hear from 
anyone who has suspicions of 
criminal activity.

‘For example, is there a large 
number of individuals coming 
and going from a house; are 
windows blacked out or are there 
signs of excessive heat sources 
in a property? If so please let us 
know.’

 TWO people from Taynuilt 
appeared from custody on peti-
tion at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday charged with producing 
and supplying illegal drugs.

A man aged 57 appeared with 
a 48-year-old woman on charges 
also alleging theft.

No plea or declaration was 
made. Both have been commit-
ted for further examination and 
granted bail.

Eric Walton, centre, receives his award from Ben Haynes, 
managing director of Wiltshire Farm Foods and the 
company’s marketing manager Bryony Hitchcock. 

Success on a plate for Oban distributor
AN OBAN company that 
provides meals on wheels to 
customers across Argyll and 
the islands has been com-
mended for outperforming 
partners in Scotland and 
Ireland.

Waltons of Oban has for 
the past seven years been 
operating as franchisee for 
Wiltshire Farmed Foods, 
delivering ready-made 
meals to customers across 
the Highlands and islands.

With an average customer 
age of 83, the service is seen 
very much as a vital part of 
the community and such 
has been their performance 
that they’ve been named 
Wiltshire Farmed Foods’ 
Best Regional Performer.

Eric Walton, who runs the 
-

side his frozen and chilled 
distribution business, says 
he believes the service is a 
vital community service and 
takes seriously his dedica-

tion to making deliveries 
on time and in a friendly 
manner.

He said: ‘We beat much 
bigger franchises in Glas-
gow, Edinburgh and across 
Ireland for this award. 
That shows the scale of 
our achievement and we’re 
delighted to have won it.

‘Our customers are mostly 
elderly or disabled people 
who cannot look after 
themselves fully.  They can-
not cook their meals from 
scratch and they’ve got little 
or no care provision.  

‘We run the franchise 
alongside our distribution 
business and for me I always 

would do that.  I don’t make a 

Foods, but I get a huge kick 
out of doing it.

‘There are several hundred 
people out there who I don’t 
think would know what to 
do without us and that’s why 
I believe this service is so 
important.’

Waltons of Oban was 
started nine years ago – on 
April Fool’s Day – and signed 
the original franchise agree-
ment with Wiltshire Farmed 
Foods two years later.

In that time, Waltons of 
Oban has seen sustained 

-
panding by a vehicle a year 
to the nine it now boasts 
– representative of a 19 per 
cent growth year on year.

It now employs 13 people 
and seven years on from 

Wiltshire Farmed Foods, 
Eric has signed a seven year 
extension.

NEWSDESK 
01397 703003
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A MORVERN woman has had 
her 25 years of service to the 
coastguard marked at a ceremony 
to celebrate the opening of a new 
facility at Lochaline.

Jenny Hodgson founded the 
Lochaline Coastguard Rescue 
Team with her husband John in 
1986, and together they helped 
protect people in the waters 
around the village from their 
home in nearby Fiunary with 
some waterproofs, a torch and 
a radio. 

Jenny retired from the 
coastguard last year, and was 

marking her years of service 
during the opening ceremony.

The coastguard team has 
operated out of a small shed 
on the old pier, but now a new 
modern building has been put in 

A SKYE
of a new BBC programme which tells the story 
of the 200-mile cattle droves from the island to 
Falkirk.

Cameron Orimston, aged 82, and his son Rharidh, 

Ryhs Jones and recreated the ancient journey by 

taking four Highland cattle and two Highland 

the Tryst at Falkirk.
Farmers and thousands of cattle used to make the 

journey annually to be sold at market.
The show, expected to be called ‘Lost Routes of 

Britain’, will be shown on BBC1 in January.

THE TRIAL of a Fort William 
teenager accused of threatening 
to stab and kill and man in his 
house had to be postponed after 
a witness failed to attend court.

Fiscal Andrew Laing told 
Fort William Sheriff Court the 
woman, one of two witnesses 
due to give evidence, could 

Flowers stolen                
from A82 lay-by
POLICE are appealing for information 
following a theft from near the Commando 
Memorial at Spean Bridge. 

was taken from a lay-by on the A82 
sometime between Friday, October 14, and 
Tuesday October 18. 

Anyone with any information about the 
theft or witnessed anything suspicious 
in the area should contact Fort William 
Police Station on 01397 702361 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555111.

TWO LOCHABER men have 

which show Fort William 
may have been involved with 
top secret operations to help 
smuggle people out of Norway 
during World War II.

Derrick Warner, of Spean 
Bridge, and Martin Briscoe, 
of Fort William, run a website 
which tells the history of the 
HMS St Christopher Royal 
Naval base in Fort William. 

The pair were contacted 
recently by Professor Stephen 
Downes-Martin of the US Naval 
War College in Rhode Island, 

UNDERWATER surveys to examine wildlife and habitats started in 
the Minches this week.

A team of scientists from Marine Scotland and Scottish Natural 
heritage were onboard the vessel MRV Alba na Mara to conduct 

environment.
A specialised camera will be used to capture undersea footage 

and samples will be taken from the seabed for analysis. Other areas 
surveyed by the team this year include Loch Linnhe and the Sound 

published early next year.

ISLE OF Skye poet and 

and English poetry out called 
‘Beartan Briste: agus dàin 

/burstbroken 
judgementshroudloomdeeds’.

The writer-in-residence at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has written a 

The Oban 
Times.

air ceum, rèidh, ciùin,
air slighe làn shòbhragan
a-nis is an cèitean air tighinn

(on a pathstepwalk, smooth at 
peace, calm

on a way tidefull of primroses
now that maysummer has 

arrived)

Supermarket row lands 
pair in police cell
A MAN and a woman were arrested and 
taken into custody after getting into an 
argument with a member of staff in a Fort 
William supermarket.

Staff at Morrisons called police after a 
disturbance between the shop worker and 
25-year-old male and a 22-year-old female, 

The incident happened at 9.20pm last 
Wednesday - 20 minutes after the shop 
was due to close. A Northern Constabulary 
spokesman said the pair were kept in 
overnight and a report would be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.

a public consultation on its new 

Fort William tomorrow evening 
(Friday).

The meeting, which will be 
held at Lochaber House, is part 
of a series of eight across the 
Highlands to gather views on 

developed across the area. The 
actions proposed in the draft 
plan, which will be delivered 
between 2012 and 2016, fall 

in economic development.
The consultation period, which 

started on October 10, runs until 
January 4, and a meeting was 
also held at the Fingal Centre in 
Portree on Tuesday evening.

Chairman of the council’s 

Hamish Fraser, said: ‘It is 

and cultural organisations and 
communities engage and take 
part in the consultation process.

‘I would urge individuals and 
organisations with an interest in 

development to feed in to our 
consultation and to contribute 

next few years.’
Copies of the draft plan 

are available on the council’s 
website.

25 years’ service: Jenny Hodgson receiving her certificate from 
area manager Phil Wren in the new building.

place. The refurbished facility 

for their 4x4 rescue vehicle and 
a training area.

The conversion was paid for 
by Ardtornish Estates, with both 
the local team and Fort William 
Coastguard providing labour.

Area manager Phil Wren said: 
‘This change will make all the 
difference. The team now have 
space to work and train and 
a suitable facility to operate 
from.’

Mr Wren also said the 
Lochaline team requires new 
members. 

He said there would ideally 

currently only have two. 
Anyone interested in joining the 
coastguard should contact Mr 
Wren on 07769 640775.

HMS St Christopher requesting 
assistance for Professor 
Downes-Martin’s grandfather, 
John Mulgrave Martin.

Mr Martin was part of a covert 
effort to smuggle people out of 
Nazi-held Norway using his 
yacht ‘Risor’, and his descendant 
believes the Fort William base 

role in helping him perform his 
duties. 

Mr Warner said they hoped 
members of the public may be 
able to shed some light on the 
role played by the base in John 
Martin’s rescue attempts.

Coastguard stalwart’s 25 
years’ service honoured

Letter gives insight                      
into possible
secret war mission

not attend the trial of Stuart 
MacAskill as her daughter was 
ill. 

Mr Laing said her evidence 
was critical to the Crown case.

MacAskill, of 43 Banff 
Crescent, denies making the 
threats to the man at 8 Wallace 
Place on July 4. 

The 18-year-old also pled not 
guilty to making numerous 
threatening and abusive phone 
calls and sending threatening 
and abusive texts to the man 
between July 4 and July 12.

Sheriff Donald Ferguson 
agreed to defer the trial until 
December 6.

Trial held up after witness no show

Underwater wildlife surveys 
get underway in Minches

Appeal to speak up 
on language plan

Skye father and son join comedian 

LOCHABER residents are being 
offered the chance to reduce 
their heating bills by having a 
free thermal imaging survey 
done of their home to see where 
heat is being lost.

Lochaber Environmental 

imaging cameras which can take 
20-30 images of the house, both 
inside and outside. The cameras 
normally cost about £1,400 each, 
a cost which was covered by the 

Challenge Fund.
A report is then compiled by 

escaping the house and cold air 
is being let in, and can advise the 
homeowner about their options, 
from getting new wall insulation 
to putting up new curtains.

volunteers from every corner 
of Lochaber to carry out the 
surveys, the cost of which will 

organisation as part of their 

THE FORESTRY Commission will hold two 
drop-in sessions to allow members of the public 
to discuss the planned works to remove a 15-tonne 
rock from above the A82 south of Fort William 
today (Thursday) and tomorrow.

The lifeline route will be closed a mile north 
of the Corran Ferry for a weekend to allow the 
overhanging rock to be removed. The work has 
been scheduled from December 9 to 12. 

The consultations will be held at the Alexandra 

Hotel, Fort William from 8am to 8pm tonight 
(Thursday) and Ballachulish Village Hall from 
8am to 6pm on Friday.

Members of the public will be able to talk to 
staff from the commission and from Transport 
Scotland about the works, and look at display 

available, as will information about the contractors 

boost after plans were submitted 
for a new 25-turbine wind farm 
near Invergarry.

RidgeWind Ltd want to build 
the new Beinneun Wind Farm 
west of the existing Millennium 
Wind Farm, 6km northwest 
of the village, and want local 
people and organisations to get 
involved and become members 
of a co-op.

The Beinneun Co-op is aiming 
to raise £100,000-£200,000 to 
support the development, with 
members investing between 
£250 and £13,300. They can 
potentially receive a 50 per cent 
increase on their investment if 
planning permission is given and 

SOUTH Lochaber residents are 
being given the chance to buy 
some locally prepared Indian 
meals and help raise money for 
Kinlochleven High School – for 
one night only.

Baking sale   
boosts association 
funds
NETHER Lochaber Senior 
Citizens Association raised 
more than £330 by selling home 
baked goods outside the Old 

High Street last week.
The organisers wish to thank 

everyone who helped buy 
baking and those who came 
along and spent their money.

Rotary club plans 
car boot sale
THE ROTARY Club of 
Lochaber is to hold a car boot 
sale at Caol Community Centre 
on Saturday, November 5.

To book a table call 01397 
703454.

Lochaber Pipe Band to hold AGM
LOCHABER Pipe Band will hold its annual general meeting 
tonight (Thursday) in Caol Primary School.

The meeting starts at 7.30pm and anyone interested is welcome 
to attend.

Fort William Football Club 
Lotto draw
THERE were no winners in the Fort Wil-
liam Football Club Lotto draw on Saturday. 

Numbers were 2-11-16. Prize money rolls 
over to next week and goes up to £500.

Hot spots: An image from the 
thermal imaging camera.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘Lochaber Initiative for Fuel and 
Energy’ (LIFE) project.

Dunn explained to The Oban 
Times how the surveys will help 
reduce people’s bills. 

He said: ‘We will give general 
tips about heating on how to save 
energy. 

‘We will give people a range of 
ideas from very simple things to 

the more complicated stuff. Our 
only goal is to get people warm 
and spending less on their bills. 

heat you are paying for inside 
your home.’

Mr Dunn said funding for 

for people over the age 70 and 

said the survey usually takes 
about an hour to complete.

He said: ‘To properly insulate 
an attic would cost about £140, 
but that money will be saved 
over one winter.’

400 homes across the region 
before March, when funding for 
the LIFE project comes to an 
end.

Anyone who would like more 
information about the thermal 
imaging surveys should contact 
Robert or Justine Dunn on 01967 
402453, or email life@lochaber-
environmental-group.org.uk. 

an electricity grid connection 
is offered. But should the 
wind farm not get permission, 
investors would face losing 50 
per cent of their money.

The Millennium Wind Farm 
has been in operation since 2008, 
and has brought in an annual 
windfall of more than £100,000 
to the area, shared between Fort 

Community Council and 

The proposed project will need 
permission from both Highland 
Council and the Scottish 

progress further, and RidgeWind 
project manager Neal Reid said 
he feels the project has a good 
chance of getting permission.

He said: ‘The site is free from 
all ecological or landscape 
designations, it has no noise or 
radar issues, has straightforward 
access, and is close to a potential 
connection point on the national 
grid. It is also adjacent to an 
operational wind farm and our 
environmental surveys have 
shown the site has great potential 
for wind powered electricity 
generation.

‘The purpose of the co-
operative is to ensure that the 
local community secures the 

farm at Beinneun would bring.’
Applicants to join the co-op 

to local applications.

New poetry 
collection

Great Glen communities look 
to wind farm for cash boost 

The school will hold the 
‘great curry out’ on November 
11, with all orders needed by 
November 9. The money raised 
on the night will go towards 
the school’s Parent, Teacher 

and Friend’s Forum. To place 

on 01855 832042 or email 
kinlochleven.high@highland.
gov.uk quoting ‘Curry Night’ in 
the subject.

High school hosts a ‘great curry out’

Drop in for update on rock removal

Group’s bid 
to help cut 
heating bills
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Top spot shared

RUGBY

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Fort search

SHOOTING

FORT WILLIAM’S search for 

takes them to Lossiemouth this 
Saturday, with manager Danny 

full strength squad to choose 
from.

to the bottom of the Highland 
League, and Conlon told The 
Oban Times he wants to start 

than later.

-
ing start to the season con-
tinued last weekend with 
another defeat, although 

Blair MacRaild’s men 

-
deenshire to take on Banff 
and found the home side’s 

mood.

the half way line although 

really threatened before 

Minutes later they struck 
again, this time through 
their winger who scored in 

shoot at the weekend drew an 
excellent turnout of 32 guns 

Sandy Ferguson won the Joe 

the day, while Jean Matheson 
took the MacDonald Brothers 

Shield was won by Alan Currie, 

by Stuart MacDonald and Ian 

ceremony in Fort William on 
Saturday night.

number of categories at the Ben 

shown the greatest commitment 

and coach of the year.
The unsung heroes will also 

be rewarded for their hard work 

from a Lochaber club. 

been handed out.

Indoor Football League after 

Centre on Sunday night.

Achintore secured a comfort-

fought out a 4-4 draw with 
Steaua Sookabreast.

win of the season, beating 
second-bottom Stroke City 

the third time in four matches, 
going down 6-1 to Ballachulish. 

A new state-of-the-art cycle designed for daredevil street and 
trials riders has been named after the Isle of Skye – the home 
of stunt legend Danny MacAskill. The Skye 24’’ street bike was 
tested by Danny over 18 intense months, much of which was 
around his home town of Dunvegan. Danny, who helped develop 
the geometry of the custom-built machine, said: ‘It’s been 
awesome coming up with the bike of my dreams.’

Lochaber ten-pin bowling teams got in their final night of practice on Monday night ahead of the 
first round of games in the LBS Team League at the Nevis Centre next Monday. Pictured above are 
Underdogs and Likely Lads team members Theresa Lancaster, Murdo MacDonald, Hazel White and 
Mick Welch (standing), with Gavin MacDonald, Robert Cairns and Laura Brown lining up in front.
League secretary John Weller told The Oban Times seven teams have lodged their entry so far, with 
two more possibles still to confirm.   

LOCHABER’S rise in the box-
ing world continued this week 

being crowned.
Igor Sliwinski of Lochaber 

Phoenix Boxing Club took on 

Edinburgh last week to take the 

The 14-year-old took on Tra-

end of round one.
Round two saw Rutherford 

come out throwing bombs but 

-
lery was brought out.

Standing Count

to weaken and started to bully 
-

ish the body, and it wasn’t long 
before the referee issued a stand-

Excellent turnout 
at Glenfinnan

Fort duo Graeme Bamber and Sean Grant are sure to play an important role for their side this weekend. 20_f43fort01

to show us we’re going in the 
right direction.

both home and away, so they 
like to hit quickly on the break. 

results so it’s going to be really 

Bamber returns to bolster the 
side after missing the last game 

-

can beat Sean when it comes to 
commitment. He’s a talented 

Long-term absentee John 

-
some knee injury has not been 

to action.
-

ment, with Jonathan Smith mak-

in the season.

minutes of the match I knew he 

through the Caley youth system 
and he was on the fringes and 

youngster.’
‘He asked me what the situation 

would be when John comes back, 

and I said you’re only as good as 

matter who you are or where 
you’re from. It’s the same for the 
rest of the team.’

young striker Iain Maclellan, but 
said he may not be in the starting 

‘He’s got a lot of good things 
but he’s still got a lot to learn,’ 

be streetwise. It’s not all about 

silky football.’

‘We’ve got to start getting
points on the table’ - Conlon

-

the break as they made 
ground with ball in hand 
and came close to the try 

let Banff in to increase their 
lead.

Stand-off Kenny Turnbull 

that fell his way.
Lochaber lie second 

matches.

no game this Saturday and 
will be hosting a Halloween 

Despite Kenny Turnbull’s promptings, 
Lochaber could not get on the 
scoresheet. 10_f43rugby01

Champion boxer Igor Sliwinski receives some ringside advise 
from trainer Vince Lopez. 20_f43box01

Another national champion for
Lochaber’s Phoenix Boxing Club

ing count. Sliwinski carries real 

his body language showed he 
did not want to continue and the 

the contest.
Talented

outset he continually forced the 

match Fort William’s young 

found himself with his back to 

In the second round Sliwinski 

exchange, refusing to concede 
the centre of the ring and estab-
lishing a wide lead.

Sliwinski was content to coast 

-

to three underlined Sliwinski’s 

BOXING

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers.
 Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC
Friday Sunny intervals.
 Winds moderate, southerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 10ºC.
Weekend Light rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south, south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, October 27, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.28 4.2 11.45 0.4 17.44 4.3 **.**    *.*
Fri  00.12 0.5 06.07 4.2 12.31 0.4       18.23     4.2
Sat  00.54 0.5 06.47 4.2 13.17      0.5       19.04    4.0
Sun  01.37 0.7 07.30 4.0 14.04      0.8       19.45    3.7
Mon  02.23 0.9 08.15 3.8 14.54 1.1 20.28    3.4
Tues  03.13 1.2 09.06 3.5 15.49 1.4 21.17    3.1
Wed  04.09 1.4 10.10 3.3 16.50 1.7 22.24    2.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

10

FRIDAY

19
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