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Expenses
relief for
west MPs

EXCLUSIVE

Youngsters 
are flocking 
to the Mòd
in record
numbers

By LOUISE LEE

Rules may have to change to cope

Village is determined to remain a destination
VILLAGERS in Crianlarich 
turned out in force last week 
to view the plans for a by-pass 
around their village on the A82.

believing that the project will go 

was 1939 and, they say, has 

decade since.

50 people turning out to see the 

north of the house The Shealing, 
south east to a point just north of 
the house called Sharneil, with a 
roundabout at either end.

The exhibition included 

vibrations.

Portnellan Highland Lodges, 
said he was still disappointed 
that the village had not been 
consulted prior to the plans 

previous proposed bypass and 
he even succeeded in getting the 

organisations around a table to 

required to give Crianlarich the 
chance to exist,’ he said.

He said he was told that 

Transport Scotland preferred to 

springboard for public opinion.
‘We have been given 

objections.’

‘Our action now is to let the 
public objections run, but as 

possible.’

Crianlarich a destination, rather 

pass on its way north.
He said they would be looking 

National Park for support for, 

pedestrian signage, suitable 
cycle and paths in and around 
the village, dedicated parking 
and seating in the village, 
riverside walks, serviceable 
public toilets and a public 
transport intersection. 

‘We would be happy as a 

projects but they need to run 
in parallel with the by-pass 
construction. We want to keep 
people in the Crianlarich area 
and the national park rather than 

Transport Scotland anticipates 

2011 and 2012.

ò

MPS IN the West Highlands 
were sighing with relief, 
although there was one 

review of their Additional 
Costs Allowance.

Western Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil has been asked to 

council tax in 2007-08 on his 

Previous and subsequent 

‘Last year I had the third 

for any back bench MP in 
Scotland, excluding travel,’ 
he pointed out.

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll 

a second house within his 
constituency because of the 

travel within it, was relieved 
the advice he had been given 

that no action is required by 

Skye and Lochaber MP 
Charles Kennedy said the 
MP was also not being asked 
to repay any expenses but 
had been asked to provide 

Buchan, has been asked to 

legal fees for his share of 

Blair for his role in the Iraq 
war.

Brown has been asked to 
repay a total of £12,415 
relating to when he was 
chancellor.

THE Mòd has a big 

news for the future of the 
Gaelic language.

wanting to take part in the 
Mòd this year that the rules 

that everyone can take part.
It is all down to an 

upturn in parents choosing 
Gaelic education for their 
youngsters.

than 3,000 people taking 

Gaelic educationalists and 
Mòd organisers is that the 

to Scottish residents choosing 

the country’s future.

were near to capacity in 
Gaelic language and singing 

 Mòd organisers are aware 

to be changed.
Speaking to The Oban 

a very successful event. 

single day. But the Mòd is 
is also about keeping our 
language and culture alive.

‘We do not want to have 

the Mòd but due to the huge 

taking part we will need to 
think seriously about the 
future.

‘Options being considered 
include using local Mòds as 
heats for the National Mòd, 
or indeed swapping events 

few days such as extending 

and including events into the 
Wednesday.

‘The last thing we want to 
do is put people off attending 
the Mod, but waits of four 

rushing all over the place to 

– albeit a good one. We are 
seriously debating what to 
do in future Royal National 

na Gàidhlig, the organisation 
charged with growing Gaelic 

I can see that we are only 
going to continue to grow.

‘The Royal National Mòd 
is thriving because children 
love the language and want 

want to play it – and we are 

in the language.
‘Bòrd na Gàidhlig want the 

invest in Gaelic language and 
culture by offering Gaelic 
schools not only Gaelic units 
within schools. That way the 

grow – and local Mòds will 
also thrive and feed people 
into the National Mòd.’ 

Halloween Themed Buffet 
from 6.30pm – 9.30pm

Children Welcome!

Bucking Broomstick • Fun & Games

Ceilidh Band from 7pm – 9pm and disco with 
top DJ to be announced from 9pm till 12.30pm

Prizes for the best dressed!
FREE ENTRY!

Don’t miss out on what will be the 
best Halloween party in the West!

Get your scary face on!
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GLENFINNAN mothers are stepping up 
their campaign for dedicated school transport 
after it emerged children as young as four 
were making their own way to school in Fort 
William on public bus services.

Five local mums are currently taking in it 

town and back because they believe current 
arrangements are not safe. 

the number of children going to Banavie or 
the Gaelic Medium unit at Fort William RC 
Primary School jump to seven, with another 
seven reaching school age soon. 

Such numbers, say local parents, justify a 
proper school bus or taxi service to minimse 
risk to children.

Highland Council service bus when tots 
became distressed at having to sit beside 
strangers.

on the Shiel Buses service from Acharacle at 
8.15am to the A861 junction at Kinlocheil, 
where they got off to walk next to the busy 
A830 to the waiting White Heather bus from 
Achaphubuil to be reseated.

18 months ago. She told The Oban Times
at least one known paedophile lived locally 
and parents were not prepared to expose 
their tots to even the slightest risk.

She said: ‘On the public buses, there’s no 
one person responsible for the children. The 
bus driver’s job is to drive the bus - it’s not 
fair to ask them to make sure the kids are 
okay. 

‘There’s nothing to stop anyone getting on 
the bus and grabbing a child.’

Ms Fox said parents decided to ferry their 
children to school themselves after one four 

year-old girl became distressed at being 
separated from her friends and had to sit 
next to an adult male on the busy bus.

She said: ‘The council are telling the 
children one thing by telling them not to 
talk to strangers, yet they expect four-year-
olds to sit beside strangers on service buses. 

have to share the driving into town. We feel 
at the moment that’s the only safe way for 
the children. It’s a big worry for parents and 
really stressful.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor Eddie Hunter 
was head teacher at Banavie Primary School 

children to his school during his tenure. 
Councillor Hunter, a member of the 

education committee, told The Oban Times

closed in the early 1980s had been that a 
school bus would take pupils to school in 
Banavie or Fort William. 

That school service was withdrawn when 
Achaphubuil primary closed in 2007.

He said: ‘It would be sensible that if an 
arrangement for a dedicated school transport 
service does not exist at the moment that it 
should be reinstated. If any parents want to 
contact me to set up a meeting I would be 
more than happy to do so.’

MacKellaig, aged 80, believes mothers are 
right to be concerned. He said: ‘With all 
these questionable people around it must be 
a worry for parents. I’m quite sympathetic 
to them.’ 

Eileen O’Rua, whose daughter also started 
school this year, has written to the council, 

‘supportive’ Fergus Ewing MSP to press the 
parents’ case. 

EXCLUSIVE: By STEPHEN NORRIS

Mothers
step up 
school bus 
campaign

Chrissie’s choir continues Mod winning streak

Community split over hospital buyout plan

SEVEN top tourism 
operators in Lochaber, Skye 
and Lewis feature in the 
shortlist of the region’s best 
tourism businesses in this 
year’s Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards. 

Nominees are: Christina 
Macdonald, Roybridge, 
Young Ambassador of the 
Year Award; The Prince’s 

Award; Hebridean Luxury 
Holidays, Stornoway, 
Marketing Initiative Award; 

Skye, Marketing Initiative 
Award; Toravaig House 
Hotel, Skye, Highland 

Award; Sonas Hospitality, 
Skye, Most Entrepreneurial 
Business Award, and Simon 
Wallwork, Glenview Inn 
and Restaurant, Skye, Young 
Ambassador of the Year 
Award. The winners will 
be announced at an award 
ceremony and dinner at the 

on Friday November 20.

SOUTH Lochaber appears 
divided over a possible 
community buyout of the 
former Glencoe Hospital.

South Lochaber 
Community Company 
(SLCC) last week had its 
registration of interest in the 
Victorian building approved 
by the Scottish Government 
under community right-to-
buy legislation. Adjacent 
buildings, ponds and 
woodland also form part of 
the bid.

NHS Highland will now 
have the assets valued, 
triggering a process that 
allows the company a set 
time to come up with the 
cash – possibly a substantial 

The idea has received 
mixed reviews in South 
Lochaber, with Ballachulish 
Community Council 
particularly sceptical.

Chairman Mel MacAaskill 
told The Oban Times: ‘The 
company has no idea what 
the people of Ballachulish 
feel about it. They have 
said people should go to 
Edinburgh to view the 
proposals, but if you are 
claiming to represent the 
community surely you 
should be transparent. 

‘We don’t support this 
in any way and believe it 
will just be a money pit. 

Ballachulish Community 
Council is that we don’t 
support this because it will 
be an absolute disaster for 
the community. The people 
in Edinburgh have already 
told us to write to them with 
our concerns.’

Stewart told The Oban Times 
‘roughly’ 15 per cent of all 
South Lochaber residents 

signed a questionnaire 
last autumn backing the 
principle of buying Glencoe 
Hospital for community use, 
which include centres for the 
elderly, youth, arts and crafts 
and small business start-ups. 

it ‘viable’ as a tourist centre 
and café and for weddings 
and functions, Mr Stewart 
said.

The year’s delay between 
the questionnaire and last 
week’s registration of 
interest, Mr Stewart said, 
was because of lengthy 
investigations to ensure NHS 
Highland actually owned the 
subjects. ‘It’s taken quite a 
lot of time to identify who 
owns what up there,’ he said. 
He added: ‘Every person 
in south Lochaber who is a 
registered voter will have 
a vote in the next step - a 
secret ballot. It will only be 

when we get a valuation 
from NHS Highland and 
establish access to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund that 
we can put a business plan 
together. We can’t ask the 
community to go to a ballot 
until we present the business 
case, and that will depend on 
two things – the value and 
the funding. We are saying 
‘if you like it, vote for it, if 
you don’t, then don’t’.

‘All I am asking is for 
people to be open minded 
about it. All we are doing 
is presenting them with an 
opportunity.’

 Mr Stewart declined to say 
when the secret community 
ballot would be held, but 
said ‘the clock was ticking’ 
now that the registration of 
interest had been accepted. 
Ballachulish Community 
Council, he said, had ‘no 
locus’ in the process.

Seven tour 
operators
on awards 
shortlist

MOUNTAIN bike ace Ben 
Miller has won a place on 
the cross country Olympic 
Talent Team in the 15 to 16 
age group after impressing 
selectors.

Ben, aged 15, from 

been placed in the top three 
in competitions across 
Scotland.

Ben will now regularly 
travel to Manchester for 
training with other top riders 
and get the chance to race 
internationally. 

Bike ace
Ben on 
Olympic trail

Còisir Òg Lochabair, under the baton of Chrissie MacEachen, continued their Royal National Mòd-winning run 
with success this year in Oban in the unison competition for under-13 choirs (learners).

Building for success: Lochaber College Board members and degree course students.

Lochaber College UHI 
joined some of the latest 
higher education students to 
celebrate the start of the new 
academic year. 

Forty-three students of 
an international mix chose 
the adventure tourism 
management degree course, 

choice for anyone wishing 
to make a career in the 
industry.     

The Lochaber-based course 

be awarded by the UHI 
Millennium Institute under 
its taught degree powers 
and is the result of a vision 
pursued by board members 
for a number of years. 

on the popular three-year 

degree award in 2010.
Future predictions envisage 

Adventure tourism management degree is success story at Lochaber College UHI 

AN OBAN teenager 
appeared in private at Oban 
Sheriff Court this week 
after allegedly breaking the 
conditions of a curfew.

Colin Penrose, aged 18, 
of Oban, appeared in court 
in relation to breaching bail 
conditions imposed at Oban 
Sheriff Court in May this 
year and related to a sexual 
matter.

Mr Penrose, who was 
granted bail, was committed 
for further examination and 
made no plea or declaration.

Oban
teenager
accused of
breaking
curfew

numbers reaching more than 
60 by next year and 90 by 

the college and the Lochaber 
economy. Local businesses 
in the outdoor industry have 
also given their practical 
support, in using their 
facilities and experience 
during course work. 

Higher education head 

enjoyed great encouragement 
and participation from many 
businesses in the area playing 
a part in the course and giving 
students the opportunity to 
work with them in a real 
business environment.

‘The course has proved very 
successful and is growing 
year on year and in response 
to this we are increasing our 
capacity. 

‘This year we have a 
distinctly international 
course with students not 

only from the local area, 
other parts of Scotland 
and the UK, but also from 
Germany, Poland, Estonia, 
Czech Republic and the Irish 
Republic, with a good mix 
of ages.

Michael Foxley said: ‘We 
fought long and hard to 
get this course established 
and are now delighted that 
it is a great success story, 
both for Lochaber College 

course offered by the UHI 
Millennium Institute under 
its taught degree powers.

long term vision to develop 
courses and research at 
Lochaber College relevant to 
our wild land and mountain 
culture interests.’  

More information on 01397 
874254 or from pat.adams@
lochaber.uhi.ac.uk.

A THIEF who stole a charity tin meant for orphaned 
children has been sent to prison for 121 days.

John Francis McIntyre, aged 31, of 4 Pulpit Road, 
Oban had offered to pay the money back – and to 
pay for the window he broke while stealing the cash 
– after admitting breaking into a hairdressing salon in 
High Street, Oban on October 5 this year and stealing 
a charity tin.

The tin had £45.97 inside meant for the Baranardo’s 
charity.

Craig Harris told Oban Sheriff Court this week that 

had kicked in a glass door at the salon in the early 
hours of the morning.

‘He made a large hole in the glass, reached inside 
and was able to take a charity tin from within the 
premises,’ said Mr Harris.

Running off
‘While police were making enquiries he was seen 

nearby and was then seen on CCTV running off. 
Police were then able to trace him and found him 
crouching in a lane near Shore Street.

‘He was found to have a large quantity of loose 
change which would appear to have come from the 
charity tin. He has a considerable record populated 
by matters of dishonesty.’

offence committed while he was drunk. He had no 
need for money, in fact he had £60 in his possession 
at the time. Clearly he will repay the money which 
was in the charity box.’

Charity tin 
thief jailed

Newsdesk
01631
568000
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60 extra
berths for
marina

Alarm
problems
triggered
evacuations

Break-in at
Barcaldine

Driver
charged

Warning
given over
council
budget

SHOPS in Argyll are 
regularly breaking the law 
by selling cigarettes to 
people under the age of 18, 
according to new research.
   Alarming results were found 
when Argyll and Bute’s 
Trading Standards surveyed 
24 licensed premises which 

sell tobacco in August.
A volunteer 16-year-old 

test purchaser was used, 
and at 23 of the premises 
involved the teenager was 
able to buy cigarettes from a 
vending machine.

Banning
The survey was carried out 

in response to the Tobacco 
and Primary Medical 
Services (Scotland) Bill 
now progressing through the 
Scottish parliament, which 
proposes the banning of 
cigarette vending machines.

Councillor Daniel Kelly, 
chairman of Argyll and 

Bute Council’s planning, 
protective services and 
licensing committee, said: 
‘It is against the law to sell 
cigarettes to people under 18 
years of age, and licensees 
have the same responsibility 
as other retailers when it 
comes to refusing sales and 

obeying the law.
Reported

‘The onus is on them to 
place vending machines 
where staff can see them, 
and to train their staff to be 
on the lookout for youngsters 
trying to use them.  Traders 
who persistently break the 

law will be reported to the 

All of the premises 
revisited have demonstrated 
a desire to comply with 
legal requirements placed 
upon them in relation to 
the selling of tobacco and 
tobacco products.

Argyll shops flaunt law on sale of cigarettes to under 18s

Rachel MacGregor is waiting patiently for sharks to hatch. 

RACHEL MacGregor, aged 9, has 
got a long wait on her hands. 

The Park School pupil  won 
the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary 
competition to look after some 
shark babies. But little did the 

youngster know that she had nine 
months to wait before they would 
hatch.

Rachel said: ‘It is really good 
to have the shark eggs in our 
classroom – I just hope they hatch 

before we break up for our summer 
holidays.’

will eventually emerge in June or 
July – just before the schools break 
up.

Don’t lose 
your voice

Community council plea
to Dunbeg residents:

VILLAGERS in Dunbeg are being 
urged to join their community 
council in order to have a voice 
in years ahead about substantial 
developments in their village.

At the recent community council 
elections, a minimum of seven 
nominations were needed and a 
maximum of 10 before an election 
would need to be held – but 
only six people put their names 
forward.

Concern over the lack of a 
constituted community council was 
raised at last week’s Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee by 
councillors, who were discussing 
developments for Dunbeg.

Councillor Neil Mackay said he 
was worried the villagers would 
have no voice without a constituted 
community council and was told 
that it was the statutory body in 
any consultation process.

Heard
Following the meeting Councillor 

Roddie McCuish appealed to 
villagers to put their names 
forward by November 5 for the 
community council by-election.

‘It is vital Dunbeg has a 
community council because it will 
be asked as a statutory body for its 
input – it is the only way people 
will be able to get their voices 
heard,’ he said.

‘If Dunbeg wants any part in its 
development then it is vital it has 
a community council.’

Dunbeg Community Council’s 
previous chairwoman Gwyneth 
Neal said the council, despite a 
common belief, did a lot to help 
the village.

‘It is even more important 

because there is potential for 
future community activities and 
facilities and there is going to be 
huge growth,’ she said.

‘There is a lot of people who 
don’t want it because all the new 
housing planned is going to change 
the whole face of the village.

‘We really need some young 
people’s voices on the community 
council; some people in the village 
who have young families, who it 
really affects.’

West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) has bought 
land with Scottish government 
funding for 150 plots but there is 
a huge area between Pennyfuir, 
Ganavan and Dunbeg which has 
been allocated for housing in the 
Local Plan.

As well as this the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science is 
expanding its learning facilities, 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise has plans for a business 
estate on the east side of the 
village.

Councillors heard that a 
masterplan was being drawn up 
for the village, with all those 
involved having an input and the 
village being consulted too.

Chief executive Lesley McInnes 

roads option was hoped for by the 

the masterplan.
She said there had already 

been some consultation with 
the community, but she would 
be raising the importance of the 
community council to Dunbeg 
Development Group.

Report by MARIAN MILLER

Long wait for a plan to hatch

GUESTS at Oban’s 
Caledonian Hotel had to 
evacuate the premises a 
number of times last week. 

Community Fire Station 
attended on Monday 

were accidentally triggered 
and again on Wednesday 
morning. There was another 
evacuation on Thursday 
evening.

Fire station commander 
Greg McMillan said the 

alarms being set off by steam 
from en suite bathrooms and 
staff were working to address 
the problem. 

Hasty
The incidents follow 

another hasty exit for guests 

broke out at a chip shop in 
George Street which backs 
onto the hotel. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Caledonian Hotel said: ‘We 

alarm was activated at the 
hotel initially by steam from 
a shower in one of the guest 
rooms. We have improved 
the ventilation to this room 
to ensure this doesn’t happen 
again.

‘The subsequent callouts to 

by a fault in the system 
which has been reset and 
is now working correctly. 
We can only apologise 
if any of our guests feel 
they were inconvenienced 
unnecessarily. The feedback 
that we have been receiving 
from them is better to be safe 
than sorry.’

DUNSTAFFNAGE Marina 
is to get 60 extra berths, 
bringing the total to 250. 
Planners gave the green light 
last week to the expansion 
of the steel-framed, wooden 
decked pontoons at a cost of 
£150,000.

However, they also 

development at the marina 
will require improved access 
from the A85. 

Drug man

AN OBAN man who 
appeared on warrant at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday 

Neil McInnes, aged 30, of 
23D Shuna Terrace pleaded 
guilty to being in possession 
of a Class B drug on July 5 at 
Station Road, Oban.

In search
of the lost
orchards

ROADS on Islay are to be repaired 
using a new method with re-cycled 
road materials.

Councillors at the Mid Argyll 
Kintyre and Islands Committee 
heard that the new method to be 
used on Islay, Jura and Colonsay 
recycles most of the old surface, 

which is added to new bitumen, 
cutting down on the amount of 
new materials that needed to be 
shipped to the islands.

But work at Keills on Islay, 
including a footway, is being done 
now using materials transported to 
the island. 

Recycling is the way forward

A MAN who is keen to 
uncover any lost or hidden 
orchards in Argyll will 
be at the Lorn Producers 
Market in Benderloch today 
(Thursday).

John Hancox, of 
Children’s Orchards and 
Commonwealth Orchards, 
is bringing around 100 
different varieties of apples 
to the market to show people 
and help people to identify 
different varieties they may 
have in the gardens.

‘I run a project that is 
trying to develop community 
orchards and schools 
orchards across Scotland,’ 
said John.

out where there might be 
orchards or walled gardens 
with forgotten apple trees 
and try to encourage people 
to bring them back.

‘We are hoping to uncover 
the lost orchards of Argyll,’ 
he said.

He will be bringing an 
apple juicer and slicer and 
is asking anyone who may 
have fruit spare from their 
gardens to bring it along and 
he will juice that too.

More information 
can be found at www.
commonwealthorchard.com.

AN ARGYLL and Bute 
Council director has warned 
that next year’s budget is 
going to be a tough one.

Members of the mid Argyll 
Kintyre and the Islands Area 
committee got an inkling 
of what is to come from 
George Harper, director of 
development services, at 
their meeting last week.

‘We are about to go into a 
budget, which will be pretty 
severe,’ he said. ‘The senior 
management team is already 
starting to look into the 
council’s budget.’

PUPILS from Easdale Primary are cutting a dash across the islands of Seil and Easdale this year thanks to some bright
 yellow waistcoats. Head teacher Maggie Anderson bought every child in her school a jacket to make sure they are easily 

seen when they are walking and cycling to and from school, particularly in the darker winter months. 08_t41newvests01

New jackets make for bright kids at Easdale Primary

and Lorn schools were 
rewarded at Tesco Oban for 
collecting thousands of Tesco 
vouchers to exchange for 
school and sports equipment.

Park, Dunbeg, Lochnell 
and Kilninver were given 

achievement and a box of 
sports equipment for their 
school by Argyll and Bute MP 
Alan Reid.

Through the Tesco for 
Schools and Clubs scheme, 

pupils and their parents 
collected a voucher for every 
£10 spent at Tesco between 
March and June this year.

Kenny MacCallum, deputy 
store manager in Oban, said: 
‘Tesco for Schools and Clubs 
is a scheme that my team are 
proud to be part of.

‘Thousands of customers 
have been collecting vouchers 
to help their local schools and 
clubs to get this new equipment 
showing what can happen  
when a whole community gets 
involved.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Alan Reid and Tesco Oban deputy man-

Dunbeg, Lochnell and Kilninver primary schools. 08_t42tesco01

Supermarket vouchers
scheme pays off for schools

FERRY company Caledonian 
MacBrayne has moved to defend 
one of its most senior directors 
who agreed to pay back nearly 
£13,000 after an investigation into 
his expenses claims.

Alan Moffat, human resources 
director at CalMac’s parent 
company, David MacBrayne, 
returned the money to CalMac last 
month after an investigation by 
auditors KPMG was ordered by 
the company it his expenses claims 
which included around £5,000 on 
takeaway meals, a £30 parking 

However CalMac has stood by 
54-year-old Mr Moffat saying that 

was no intention to defraud the 
company which receives a £15 
million subsidy from the Scottish 
government each year.

The KPMG investigation was 

ordered following concerns among 
the directors of David MacBrayne 
about Mr Moffat’s spending over 
the past three years.

Investigators allegedly came 
across what they termed as 
‘irregularities’ in Mr Moffat’s 
expenses, including missing and 
altered receipts.

Disciplinary
Mr Moffat agreed to pay back a 

total of £12,899.64 at a disciplinary 
hearing which followed the KPMG 
investigation.

Papers from the accountancy 

from takeaways and other grocery 
purchases, more than £5,000 from 
service stations, a £50 fee from the 

charitable donation, a £39 invoice 
for home internet and a £10 taxi 
fare.

A spokesman for David MacBrayne 

said: ‘An audit of Mr Moffat’s 

items which we considered merited 
closer examination. 

‘Mr Moffat gave a full account 

that some were inappropriate and 
agreed to repay in full the relevant 
amounts.

‘This has now been done and as 
far as the company is concerned the 
matter is now closed. Mr Moffat is 
a valued member of staff and we 

no intention to defraud.’
A source also told The Oban 

an employee’s funeral which Mr 
Moffat had to attend in the course 

for a competition sponsored by the 
company.

Mr Moffat, who lives in Bearsden in 
Glasgow, has retained his position 

CalMac director repays £13,000

A WOOD burning stove 
supplier in Barcaldine had 
their premises broken into 
last week and a large number 
of items stolen.

The door to the workshop 
at the Backwoodsman was 
forced open and among other 
things a Plastimo dinghy and 
Honda outboard motor were 
stolen.

Oban police believe that 
whoever carried out the 
break-in would have needed 
a vehicle and are asking for 
anyone who saw anything 
suspicious to come forward.

A computer, specialist 
monitor – NEC multisync 

laptop and a rucksack with 
a number of smaller items 
were also among the items 
taken.

Anyone who may any 
information or have seen 
anything suspicious should 
contac Oban police on 01631 
510500.

THE DRIVER of a Red 
Vauxhall Astra has been 
charged with alleged 
careless driving following an 
accident just outside Oban 
on Saturday morning.

The accident happened on 
the A85 by Pennyfuir farm 
house, where a wall was 
knocked down after the car 
left the road.

Police and ambulance 
were called to the scene as 
the 22-year-old driver, from 
the Johnstone area, suffered 
a minor head injury but the 
other two occupants of the 
car were unhurt.
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£1.66m saving if alcohol minimum pricing was introduced claims MSP
ARGYLL and Bute would save 
£1.66 million a year if minimum 
pricing for alcohol was brought 
in.

According to the area’s MSP 
Jim Mather, minimum pricing 

for alcohol is the key to tackling 
‘Scotland’s unhealthy relationship 
with alcohol’.

Mr Mather said: ‘Argyll and 
Bute stands to save £1.66 million 
per year from minimum pricing 

and the proposal will not adversely 
affect the important whisky export 
market.’

The substantial savings, based 
on population, would be in the 
cost of services such as health, 

ambulance, police and other 
emergency services as well as lost 
productivity through the  misuse 
of alcohol. 

‘When a two-litre bottle of high 
strength cider costs less in some 

outlets than a similarly sized bottle 
of water, the need for regulation is 
obvious.

‘Selling alcohol is not a right; it 
carries a substantial responsibility,’ 
said Mr Mather.

FOUR students from the 
Scottish Association of Ma-
rine Science (SAMS) are 

degree in marine science 
from the UHI Millennium 
Institute – including one with 

Previously, degrees were 
validated by the Open 
University but the Privy 
Council granted UHI 
the power to award its 
own degrees for taught 
programmes last summer.

The four students, Heather 
Robertson, John Bainbridge, 

Andrea Veszelovszki and 
Anita Eriksson, were 
awarded their degrees at a 
recent graduation ceremony 
at SAMS attended by friends, 
family and lecturers.

Dedicated
Three graduated with 

honours in marine science 
after four years’ study and 
one after three years with 
a BSc Marine Science with 
distinction.

Professor Axel Miller, head 
of education and academic 
development at SAMS, 
said: ‘This year’s graduates 

were very dedicated and as 
lecturers we are delighted 
with their results.

‘We awarded Anita 
Eriksson, who graduated 

SAMS Council Prize for 
Academic Excellence and 
Andrea the SAMS Prize for 
Outstanding Achievement 
but all the graduates are to 
be congratulated on their 
sustained efforts.’

The degrees were 
conferred by UHI vice 
principal of research and 
commercialisation Dr 

Jeff Howarth and Moya 
Crawford, managing 
director of deep water 
salvage company Deep 
Tek Ltd, gave the keynote 
speech.

Students and lecturers 
thanked Dr Keith Davidson, 
who had acted as programme 
leader for the marine science 
degree since 2000 but who 
stood down from the role 
to focus on his research 
career.

The role has been taken 
on by Linda Robb, marine 
ecologist.

A COUPLE, who ran the butcher shop in Taynuilt for nearly 
40 years, have celebrated their diamond wedding anniver-
sary.

Bob and Rita Coulter were married at Calderhead Church 
in their native Shotts on August 20 1949 before moving to 
Oban a year later.

In 1953 they moved to Taynuilt and bought the butcher 
shop from John McNiven.

Bob, aged 86, said: ‘When we bought the butcher shop, 
people were still on rations. The rations then were worse 
than they were during the war; there was hardly any meat.

‘The animals would be slaughtered in Oban and the meat 
came to Taynuilt by rail. I would collect the meat in a 
wheelbarrow at the station.’

In 1969 they built a new butcher shop, moving from the 
old butcher’s adjoining Graham’s Grocers, and the name 
Coulter’s became well known throughout Argyll.

The shop they built is still the butcher’s in the village and is 
owned by their son Ian. It is leased and run by Mark Grant.

Rita said: ‘We had a quiet time for our anniversary because 
Bob had to go to hospital for dialysis but we had a nice 
lunch with some of the family and that weekend we had a 
meal at the Taynuilt Hotel.’

Rota said that the secret to a long and happy marriage was 
compatibility.

Bob and Rita Coulter cut their diamond wedding
 anniversary cake. 

Taynuilt couple 
celebrate diamond 
wedding anniversary

A MEETING of  the board of Argyll 
Community Housing Association 
(ACHA) has heard that the asso-
ciation faces some challenges to its 
housing upgrade over the coming 

sociation has already managed to im-
prove the quality of a large number 
of its homes.

At ACHA’s annual general 
meeting, held in Inveraray last 
week, members heard from 
association chairman, Norman 
Beaton who highlighted a number 
of achievements delivered by the 
association since the housing stock 

transfer in November, 2006.  
Improvements included the 

provision of new kitchens and 
bathrooms in 1,770 tenants’ homes, 
1,441 new windows and doors 

installations.
Overall, the association claimed, 

£21million will be invested in ACHA 
homes this year. The chairman 
reported on progress being made 
with ACHA’s new build housing 
programme which encompassed 
52 new homes being developed in 
Campbeltown, 18 in Ardrishaig, 12 
in Garelochhead, eight in Oban and 

He also highlighted that during 
the year seven tenancies had been 
ended through the courts on the 
grounds of anti-social behaviour 
and drug dealing. 

In terms of challenges Mr Beaton 
reported that the withdrawal of the 
Supporting People funding made 
the provision of sheltered housing 
more challenging but the association 
remained committed to providing a 
sheltered housing service.

He also highlighted that a draft 
Scottish government budget 
for 2010/11 indicated a drop in 

housing investment of £173 million 
compared with the previous year.  

Mr Beaton concluded his speech 
by stating: ‘The previous year has 
seen the association improve homes 
and build new ones.  In the coming 
year we will continue to try and 
be a force for good in providing 
excellent services and decent 
affordable homes.’ 

Following the annual general 

Beaton from Ardrishaig, chairman, 
Bill McIntyre, from Helensburgh, 
vice chairman, and councillor Roddy 
McCuish from Oban, secretary.

ACHA highlights a 
year of achievements 
and challenges

WEST coast residents raised 
£27,000 in the World’s Big-
gest Coffee Morning in sup-
port of Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Around 80 coffee mornings 
were held in the area as part 
of the huge fundraising 
event.

Elsie Riley, Macmillan’s 
head of fundraising in Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘The World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning was 
a fantastic success. I would 
like to thank everyone who 
took part. 

 ‘Once again the people 
of Scotland got behind us 
whole-heartedly, helping us 
raise thousands of pounds to 
fund our services. 

 ‘We rely almost entirely on 
donations, and without all the 
hard work from our coffee 
morning hosts and goodwill 
from those who go along 
to their events we wouldn’t 
be able to keep offering the 
fantastic services that so 
many people rely on.’ 

 This is the 19th year of 
the World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning and Macmillan 
estimates that two million 
people around the UK took 
part, raising around £8m. 

still support Macmillan by 
buying a virtual coffee by 
texting BEANS to 70123. 

The text will cost £3 and a 
minimum of £2.19 will go 
directly to Macmillan.

 Elsie, added: ‘It’s still 
not too late to support 
Macmillan, so get texting 
and help us raise even more 
to help people affected by 
cancer.’

Argyll and 
Bute raises 
£27,000
from world’s 
biggest
coffee 
morning 

The four SAMS graduates, front, with their lecturers, behind, after the graduate ceremony at SAMS.

First graduates gain degrees at SAMS
FIVE members of the Oban 
and Lorn community were 
recognised for their contri-
bution to the town and area 
at a special presentation by 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee.

Principal teacher of maths 
at Oban High School John 
MacKenzie was earlier 
this year presented with 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the Scottish 
Education Awards.

In recognition of this, 
vice-chairman of the area 
committee Councillor 
Roddie McCuish presented 
him with a quaich on behalf 
of Argyll and Bute Council 
and the wider community.

‘This is in thanks for all of 
the tremendous work that 
you do. Perhaps if I had 
a teacher like you at high 
school I wouldn’t be in the 
rut I am in today,’ he joked.

Councillor Mary Jean 
Devon presented Oban’s 
Emma MacDougall with 
a quaich and explained 
that Emma, coached for a 
year by Betty Alcorn, had 
been part of the Scottish 
West equestrian team at 
the Special Olympics in 
Leicester in July and had 
returned with two bronze 
medals for dressage and 
handy pony.

‘You are a wonderful role 
model and we would like 
you to accept this to let you 

know that we are proud of the 
honour you have brought to 
us,’ said Councillor Devon.

Remarkable Rotarians 
Charles Colberry and Bill 
Taylor had their 40-plus 
years working hard for the 
community recognised 
by councillors Donald 
MacDonald and Elaine 
Robertson respectively.

Achieved
Graham Fraser of card 

and art shop Alba in Albany 
Street was presented with a 
quaich by Councillor Neil 
Mackay in recognition 
of what his business has 
achieved in the town and 
for winning the equivalent 
of the retail Oscars, The 
RETAS, for best non-
specialist independent 
retailer of greeting cards in 
the UK.

Inspector Neil Wallace, 
Strathclyde Police, formerly 
in Oban but since moved to 
Lochgilphead, was also to 
be presented with a quaich 
in recognition of his service 
to the community but was 
unable to attend on the day.

‘This area committee does 
recognise and continues to 
acknowledge the extra effort 
that is made by individual 
members of this community,’ 
said Councillor McCuish, 
adding that although no one 
individual person could do 
it all there were those that 
stood out.

Front, Graham Fraser, Bill Taylor, Emma MacDougall, 
John MacKenzie and Charlie Colberry were presented 
with quaichs by Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area Com-

mittee. 15_t42quaich01

Contributions to the 
community recognised 
by Lorn area committee

Mary’s 
Meals gain 
from art 
exhibition
MANY well known Scottish 
artists held an exhibition 
in Glasgow for the charity 
Mary’s Meals.

Fifty artists in total took part 
in the event at Macgregor 
Fine Art gallery including 
Tom Shanks, Jolomo and 
Emma Davis. Half of all 
artists’ sales were donated 
to the charity with some 
donating their full fee.

Visitors were delighted and 
dazzled by the 150 pieces. 
Around £13,000 was raised 
through out the week-long 
exhibition.

Generous
The idea for the event came 

from Netta Ewing and Lorna 
Hutcheson at the charity 
headquarters in Dalmally. 
The pair told friends about 
the initiative and a chance 
encounter with gallery owner 
Iain Macgregor resulted in 
his generous offer of free 
gallery space for a week. 
The response from Scottish 
artists willing to participate 
was overwhelming.

Netta Ewing was delighted 
with the sales result. She 
said: ‘I hope we have made 
enough money to build a 
kitchen at a village school 
somewhere in the world 
where children are in need. 
We now hope to have a sale 
of drawings, prints and cards 
at Mary’s Meals Open Day 
in the Coupar Institute on 
November 28.’   

A COMMUNITY fund for 
Oban and Lorn, which makes 
money by selling donated 
items, has distributed £1,500 
to the area’s charities.

Removal and storage 
company MacQueen Bros., 
through its Community 

and other items left behind 
by their customers.

Using The Oban Times’ 
under £50 section, the items 
are sold and the proceeds put 
straight into the Community 

The charities and 

this month are: Oban High 
School Activities Fund 

Club (£250); Crossroads 
(£250); Lochnell Primary 
School (£250); Homestart 
Lorn (£500); Friends of 
Oban Hospice (£250); North 
Argyll Carers Centre (£250) 
and Oban and Lorn Riding 
for the Disabled (£250).

The money was a timely 
welcome for the Riding 
for the Disabled group, as 

was unable to continue 
funding a riding class 

Donnie McPhee of MacQueen Bros. hands over a cheque for £250 to Oban and Lorn Riding for the Disabled 
instructor Betty Alcorn as members look on. 08_t42rda01

for pupils with learning 

Oban and Lorn Riding 
for the Disabled (RDA) 
chairwoman Lorna 
Carmichael said last Friday: 
‘It is fantastic to get this 
donation and it has come at 
just the right time.

no longer afford to bring the 
pupils here and today would 

had it not been for this 
money. We can now carry on 
their riding for another six 
weeks.’

Lessons
The charity, which is 

based at Achnalarig Farm, 
Glencruitten, has 47 riders 
aged seven to 70 who come 
to the farm’s stables for 
riding lessons throughout the 
week and are instructed by a 
small team of volunteers.

Lorna said: ‘The riders 
make bonds with the horses 
and learn to trust them. Their 

improves and that allows 
them to trust people too.’

Graham MacQueen of the 
MacQueen Bros. Community 

live in a community where 
people pull together and the 
RDA group is an example of 
this with volunteers coming 

out in all weathers to help 
out. However, like many 
charities they need funding 
and volunteers and I would 
urge people to help this 
worthwhile cause if they 
can.’

The Oban and Lorn RDA 
photo competition has 
been won by Hannah Prill. 
Hannah can claim her prize 
by contacting the RDA group 
on 0845 241 6389.

Community fund distributes £1,500 to area’s charities

A MESSAGE has been sent 
out to organisations in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles applying 
for grants from Argyll and 
Bute Council that the funds 
should not be relied on.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
councillors were discussing 
applications to their leisure 
development and educational 
development grants at last 
week’s meeting when the is-
sue came up.

While wishing to encour-
age all kinds of different 
organisations to apply for 
small grants, there was ac-
knowledgement that the same 
groups applied each year.

Councillor Roddie Mc-
Cuish, chairing the commit-
tee, said: ‘My concern is that 
the groups are depending on 
this money each year as part 
of their income and there is 
no guarantee that they will 
get it.’

This year the area committee 
has £19,220, of which £4,680 
is left, in its leisure develop-
ment fund and £19,150 in its 
education development fund, 
of which £11,730 is left.

There is likely to be consid-
erably less to allocate from 
these funds next year because 

cial outlook.

Warning to
groups over
council
grants

o



Thursday 15 October, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk o5NEWS

Oban High
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news

£50,000 of liability payments to education staff ‘modest’ Oban man 
swore at 
girlfriend’s
parents

Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

Window
accused
cleared

• Do you have
 a story for
The Oban 
Times?
Call our 

reporters on
01631-568000

THE LORN Drama Festival held its annual general meeting 

‘A sad note was the tragic deaths of two of our regular 
performers not long after the festival,’ said secretary Martyn 
Gibson. ‘There is always a great sense of community and 
involvement in the festival; we do share the highs and lows. 
Due to other commitments we have temporarily lost some 
members of our committee and are looking for more of the 
Lorn people to get involved.

‘If you think you can help out or would like to know how 
to help, please get in touch with me at martyngibson@
phinecoop.coop’

register for the 2010 festival – I dare you to make it bigger 
next year,’ he added. 

THREE members of the 
student leadership team of 
Oban High  – Lisa MacKenzie, 
Angus Scott, and Charlie 
Harris – accompanied by Mr 
MacPherson, senior depute, 
attended an evening event 
in Oban called ‘A National 
Conversation – Choosing 
Scotland’s Future’.

  People from the area got 
the chance to listen to Fergus 
Ewing MSP and Stewart 
Stevenson MSP discussing 
the government’s plans for 
Scotland.

to questions from the public, 
which ranged from plans 
for improving roads in the 
area, Scottish independence, 
the possibility that Scotland 
might have its own shipping 

AN APPIN man was cleared 
of intentionally smashing 
a window at the Woodside 
Hotel in Oban after Sheriff 
Gordon Fleetwood gave 
a verdict of not proven at 
Oban Sheriff Court.

Barn, Burnside, maintained 
his plea of not guilty last 
Tuesday to striking and 
breaking the window of 
reinforced glass with his arm 
on April 5.

The court heard from two 
members of staff who said 
they saw Mr Black near the 
window seconds after it had 
smashed but did not see him 
break the window.

Crash
In giving evidence, Mr 

Black said that day was the 

since his son had died in a 
road crash and that he had 
been invited by friends inside 
the Woodside for a drink. He 
admitted that by the time he 
left at 1am he had consumed 
a lot of alcohol.

Mr Black said: ‘I was 
walking out of the pub when 
I lost my balance and fell 
back, banged my head on 
the wall and my elbow went 
through the window.’

Mr Black was arrested and 
on his release the following 
day he paid £40 towards the 
replacement of the window.

‘I thought that would be the 
end of the matter,’ he added.

AN OBAN man has admitted 
shouting, swearing and 
making offensive gestures at 
his girlfriend’s parents.

Michael MacDougall, aged 
35, of 13 Nelson Road, pled 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
last Tuesday to a breach of 
the peace in Shuna Terrace, 
Oban, on August 7.

Harris said MacDougall and 
his girlfriend had fallen out 
after drinking alcohol and 
she had gone to her parents’ 
home.

Shouting
Mr Harris said: ‘He went 

to the parents’ house and 
started shouting at her from 
outside the property. 

‘Her father went outside 
and asked him to leave. 
The accused was shouting 
and swearing and made 
offensive gestures with his 
hands towards the father.’

MacDougall refused to 
leave and the police were 
called.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said MacDougall 
and his girlfriend’s had been 

for three years that had been 
blighted by alcohol.

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 
deferred sentence until 
November 3 for background 
reports and continued bail.

MORE THAN £1,100 raised at a North Connel charity 
hog roast this month has been distributed to good causes. 
Friends of Ardchattan School and Cancer Research each 

by Ronnie Campbell and helpers in North Connel Hall.  
Ronnie, who is from Ardchattan, said he had been 

looking for an excuse to hold a roast for years and the 
response had been fantastic: ‘It was a brilliant night, so 
everyone wants to do it again. Hopefully it will become 
an annual thing.’ 

He thanked all those who helped with catering and the 
bar, Neil Sinclair for entertainment, and the Stirlingshire 
company which provided the hog roast at no charge 
after they saw the impressive community spirit behind 
the event. 

Melanie James, manager of Oban’s Cancer Research 
Shop, was delighted to receive the donation, which 
will help fund research at the Beatson Institute. Alison 
McCaig of the Friends group said their cash will support 

Hog roast helpers, from left, Beth MacDonald, Katrina 
Morrison, Ronnie Campbell and Shelley Perkins hand 

over donations to Melanie James and Lynne Turner 
from Oban’s Cancer Research shop (centre) as well as 

Alison McCaig and Tracey Henderson of Friends of 
Ardchattan School. 16_t42ardch01

EDUCATION staff who have 
been victims of accidents and 
incidents at work in Argyll 
and Bute have received 
payouts of almost £50,000.

show that Argyll and Bute 
Council has paid out the sum 
on 52 different cases over a 

the many other council 
areas has paid nothing out 

to claims from children for 
compensation.

The numbers show that 
educational employees were 
mostly compensated for 

to cars and personal effects.
Modest

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘In 
total we’ve had 52 claims 
under the Employers’ 

Liability cover for the 

average of 10 a year which is 

‘All claims are investigated 
fully, and payments are only 
made when negligence or 
a failure on the part of the 
council is shown.

‘We obviously monitor all 
educational establishments 
for potential health and 

safety risks, and will take 
action where appropriate.” 

But, as the number of 
claims increase, so does the 
premium for the cover – paid 
for by residents through 
council tax. 

Hit out
The chief executive of 

the Tax Payers’ Alliance, 
Matthew Elliott hit out at the 
massive payouts. 

He said: ‘The cost of these 
claims is high, keeps on rising 
and should be a concern to 
taxpayers everywhere. Local 
authorities must be vigilant 
and make sure they do not 

compensation culture in 
this country. Then more 
taxpayers’ money could go 
towards better teachers and 
textbooks.’ 

OBAN SEA cadets has been awarded a pendant for  

inspection by Commander Redstone, the northern area 
commander. Commander Redstone said the group made a 
tremendous effort to receive the pendant. 
As a registered charity, the sea cadets are holding an AGM 

be open to the public. The cadets will be on parade for the 
event.

of the year. The Original Factory Shop has decided to 
support one local charity for the next 12 months and has 
invited applications to shop manager Gwen Cameron. 

Shop manager, Gwen Cameron, said: ‘We 
want to give 100 per cent support over the next 
year so that we can help make a real difference.

deserving community groups and it’s going to be a very 

‘Applications are welcome from anyone who is 
committed to making Oban a better place to live.’
Applications should be made to the shop in writing by 
Monday October 19.

SCHOOLCHILDREN are 
always being encouraged to 

Columba’s primary pupils in 
Oban have taken the advice 
literally by completing a 
sponsored climb.

The money raised will go 
towards building a climbing 
wall in the playground of the 
campus that both schools 
share.

Around 160 children from 
primary three to seven took 
part in the sponsored event 
last Thursday, as they set out 
to climb a combined height 

high training wall provided 

company Extreme Dream.

Dale Kupris, chairman of 

ordinator, said the money 
raised by the children, added 
to grant funding already in 
place, has been enough to 

costs of more than £6,000.
He said: ‘This climbing 

council and St Columba’s 
parent council.

‘The wall will give the 
kids something else to do 
at playtime and will appeal 
to those who don’t play 
traditional team sports like 
football.

‘There is no extra 

supervision or safety 
equipment needed, as the 
children’s feet will never be 
above the height of a picnic 
bench.’

Grant funding for the 
climbing wall, which should 
be ready for use in spring 
next year, has come from 
MacQueen Bros. Trust 
Fund, Oban Cash for Kids, 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 

School PTA and an 
anonymous donor, who gave 
£1,000.

St Columba’s pupil Hubert 
Zyrka, who took part in the 
sponsored climb, said: ‘I 
can’t wait to get our own 
wall.’

fellow pupils and Andy Gatenby of Extreme Dream. 

Pupils hit the heights in fundraiser

register to the prospect of 
Scotland lowering the voting 
age to 16 for a referendum 
on independence.
 Oban High head boy Angus 
Scott also asked several 
challenging questions to the 
MSPs, and enquired as to 
whether they could assure 
the young people of Scotland 
that tuition fees would remain 
at zero in an independent 
Scotland, and received an 
astute, political response. 

The MSPs were also happy 
to discuss any further issues 
with the pupils after the 
presentation, something they 
found very rewarding. It was 
an insightful event, and it 
was very interesting for the 
young people of Oban to get 

what plans our government 
had for our future – a future 
that the voters in Scotland 
will soon play a key part in 
deciding.

A YOUNG family whose 
home has been destroyed by 

has been told that they may 
have a long wait for repairs. 

The private tenants of 
Colonsay Terrace were 
shocked last week when 

ACHA property above them 
cascaded into their home. 
With water pouring over their 

as well as their kitchen and 
hallway, neighbours called 
out ACHA’s emergency 
services.

Plumbers duly arrived and 
drilled holes in the ceiling 
of their home. Electricians 
came and cut off the mains 

bedroomed apartment. The 
house is now damp, smelly 
as well as damaged where 
holes were drilled to let the 
water through.

said: ‘We have been left 
with a dreadful smell and 
damp carpets, and our walls 
and ceilings need to be 
completely redecorated. My 
daughter cannot crawl on 
the carpets and my husband, 
Chris, suffers from asthma 

which the damp conditions 
in the house are making 
worse.

‘We don’t have any money 

Louise added: ‘ACHA 
has to put this right – it was 

our house, and we are being 
made to suffer. I want an 
apology and £2,000 to sort 
this mess out.’

The landlord of the property 
has phoned his insurers 
and was hoping that ACHA 
would deal with the situation 
‘as quickly as possible.’ But 

home through insurers may 
take a ‘long time’.

Alistair MacGregor, chief 
executive of ACHA, said: 
‘This is a matter that will 
be determined by respective 
insurance companies with 
respect to any liability.  

‘If the owner concerned 
is of the view that the 
association is liable then his 
insurance company should 
make a claim against the 
association’s insurers.’

Flooded
family
fear long
delay for
repairs 

By LOUISE LEE Home is 
left ‘damp 
and smelly’

Councillors Roddie McCuish and Mary-Jean Devon 
praised the workers of Soroba Shop for the Mòd

 decorations in their shop window. 

SOROBA is all geared up for the Mòd with a Scottish 
themed window and specially commissioned poem in its 
local shop.

In celebration of the Mòd, shop’s assistants Lorna Taylor, 
Margaret McLugash and Fiona Mackie decided to kit out 
the normally drab window with all things tartan – including 
making Hector, Morag and the bairn out of paper maché. 

And to thank the girls for making so much effort Argyll and 

asked for a photograph to be taken. Councillor McCuish 
said: ‘It is great that Soroba people are getting behind the 

only for the Main Street.’   

All dressed up for the Mòd
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TOPIARY was the subject of the moment when Lochnell 
Primary School’s P4 pupils paid a recent visit to Homebase 
in Oban.

As well as showing the Benderloch school youngsters 
different plants, ways of planting and making gardens look 
good, Mark MacDougall captured their imaginations by 
explaining the art of topiary.

He then set them a ‘home growing challenge’, sending 

choice to take home and grow.
They were also given mushroom, tomato and herb growing 

kits and a variety of bulbs for the school.
The pupils said: ‘We would like to say a huge thank you to 

Mark and Homebase for their time and generosity.’

Lochnell Primary School’s P4 class with teacher Alison McCrindle and Homebase staff during their visit to the 
store.

SOME OF the biggest names in 
Scottish folk music were drawn to 
the recent Colonsay Music Festival 
- Ceòl Cholasa. 

The event culminated in a grand 

musicians on stage at the island 
hall. Among them were Aly 
Bain, Phil Cunningham, Patsy 
Reid, Breabach, Heidi Talbot, 
Donald Shaw, Karen Matheson, 

James Grant, Brendan Power, 
Roddy Woomble, Kris Drever, 
John McCusker, and Callum 
McCrimmon and Donal Brown 
from Breabach. 

Festival co-organiser Keith 
Johnston said: ‘When you consider 
who played at the event this year 
you can see why we are getting the 
name of being the small festival 
with the big names. The hall holds 

just over 200 people and it was full 
for the weekend, starting off with 
Robin Laing’s musical whisky 
tasting on Thursday to the Sunday 

‘We were worried the success 

match but the general view was 
that the festival had lived up to 
expectations and tickets for next 
year are selling well already.’

Top names at Colonsay Music Festival

TAYNUILT Primary School’s P1-2 and 
Kilninver Primary School have been going 
down to the woods once a week over nine 
weeks to learn a variety of skills, from 
learning about keeping safe while outside to 

The Forest School programme, led by 
Ross Preston and Janie Steel with help from 
Mandy Peden, sees the youngsters spend the 
day in the woods learning about everything 
from how to do ‘risk assesments’ and respect 

their surroundings to activities including 

colour catchers and learning about trees, 
leaves, animals and woodland creatures.

In Taynuilt the P1-2s go to a woodlands 
near the village’s golf course with their pack 
lunches for the day, with time for story-
telling and play.

The Forest School is based on a 
Scandinavian idea to bring the curriculum to 
an outdoor context.

Send your district news to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Pupils shape up on visit to Homebase

South West Ross 
Provincial Mod results

The pupils enjoy the forest school.

Forest School fun for young pupils

Development
Coll AGM
THE ANNUAL General 
Meeting of Development 
Coll was held on October 1 
in the village hall, chaired by 
Doug Young.   

Twenty six members and 
two associate members 
attended to vote for the re-
election of directors and 

appoint accountants.
Full minutes will 

be available at www.
developmentcoll.uk or by 
telephoning 230 000.

Peter Wilson reported 
on the appointment of 

following interviews on 
September 17. These posts 
will be funded by a new 
source of income entitled 
‘Growth at the Edge.   A total 
of 41 hours will be worked 

The annual report 
summarising Development 
Coll’s activities over the 
year was read by Doug 
Young. All the projects 
currently underway are part 
of the original development 
plan, drawn up as a result of 
community consultation.

Included in this year’s 
activities were:
An Cridhe - new 
community centre project:
In November 2008 an 
application was made to the 
Lottery for £850,329.  This 
bid was successful and has 
led to other funders coming 
on board. £230,000 further 
funding is secured, of which 
£50,000 has been raised by 
the community. Another 
£210,000 is promised in 
principle. These  funders  
include  the  local  council,  
Highland  and  Islands  
Enterprise,  Scottish  Natural  
Heritage,  Argyll  College, 

Isle of Coll
Your correspondent 
is Seonaid
Maclean-Bristol:
01879 230351

Community Energy Scotland 
and a variety of trusts 
and foundations.  Formal 

£940,000 is due soon. 
Recent events relating to the 
Lottery award mean there 
will be a number of drop-in 
sessions during the next few 
weeks and a public meeting 
is scheduled for November 
3. These events will provide 
information on the details 
of the An Cridhe project 
and, wherever possible, 
professionals will be present 
to answer questions. An 
independent consultant, 
employed by the Lottery, 
will conduct a door-to-door 
survey after that date.

Village enhancements: A  
new community information  
noticeboard was bought  and  
erected outside the shop,  
funded by donations from  
the Discover Coll Fund.

The stone wall behind  the  
upgraded water pump was  
repaired, funded  in  part  by  
Scottish National Heritage.

The upgrade of playpark 
equipment has continued 
and extra funding received 
for Argyll and Bute to 
complete the renovation. A 
partnership agreement has 
been established with Argyll 
and Bute Council for the 
council to take responsibility 
for the maintenance and 
insurance of the playpark.

The  Crown  Estates  has  
given  consent  for  a  slipway  
to  be  constructed  at  the  
Middle  Pier  improving  
the  launch  and recovery of 
boats.
Renewables: A new 
project to reduce the carbon 
footprint of Coll began with 

Renewable Fair in February 
and  to  Eigg’s Giant Green  
Footstep Festival in April. 
These were funded by 
Community Energy Scotland 
and resulted in an open day 
in the village hall. The result 
of a funding application for a 
glass imploder to the Climate 
Challenge Fund is awaited. 

Development Coll 
continues to help the 
recycling committee to 
liaise with the council over 
improving recycling services 
on Coll.
Communications and other 
work: The Development  
Coll  website was created and 
the An Cridhe website  was  
upgraded and developed. 
This was part funded  by 
LEADER. Development 
Coll helped the Cholla Feis 
Committee  with  a successful 

Foundation and assisted 
with the  constituting  of  the  
youth group, Coll Kids Club 
which received funding for 
youth activities in summer 
2008.

Clarsach Intermediate: 1 Ciorstaidh Galloway, Plockton 
HS 2 Ella Munro, Plockton HS 3 Mhairi Sime, Broadford; 
Group: 1 Kirsty Watt and Molly Carter, Elgol Primary School. 
Folk Group: 1 Glenelg Primary School 2 Plockton Primary School. 
Instrumental Group: Primary: 1 Bunsgoil a’ Phluic; Secondary: 1 
Kimberley MacRae and Tara MacRae 2 Na Gillean Saor 3 Ella Munro 
and Antonia Gunn. Bàrdachd (poetry): GM Age 5-8: 1 Brighde Rankin, 
Plockton 2 Rowan Sharp, Plockton 3 Finlay Weegen, Plockton; GM Age 
9-11: 1 Mhàiri Sime, Broadford 2 Michael Duin, Plockton (3=) Sarah 
Robertson, Broadford, and Cailean Campbell, Broadford; GM Secondary: 1 
Catriona Stark; Learners Age 5-8 1 Paddy MacInnes, Lochcarron 2 Gabriel 
Parsons, Lochcarron 3 Iona MacAulay-Smith, Lochcarron; Learners Age 9-
12 1 Robert MacInnes, Lochcarron 2 Matthew Young, Lochcarron 3 Kieran 
Harvey, Glenelg; Learners Age 13-15: 1 Stephanie Harvey 2 Sophie-Anna 
MacAskill; Learners Age 16-18: 1 Mhairi MacKinnon 2 Heather Shelley. 
Reading Prose: Age 5-8: 1 Kaia Gunnarsson, Broadford 2 Finlay Weegen, 
Plockton 3 Muirne Sime, Broadford; Age 9-11: 1 Kirsty Dibble, Broadford 
2 Mhàiri Sime, Broadford 3 Michael Duin, Plockton. Solo Singing: Age 5-
8: 1 Finlay Weegen, Plockton 2 Careen MacRae, Glenelg 3 Eilidh Brown, 
Broadford; Age 9-12: 1 Mhairi Sime, Broadford 2 Robert MacInnes, 
Lochcarron (3=) Alasdair Rankin, Plockton HS, Sarah Robertson, 
Broadford, Kimberley MacRae, Plockton HS; Age 13-15: 1 Kenneth Rankin
Age 16-18: 1 Caitlin MacNeil. Solo Singing of Skye and 
Lochalsh Song: 1 Kenneth Rankin. Unison Singing:
Primary: 1 Kirsty Dibble and Sarah Robertson, Broadford 2 Robert 
MacInnes and Matthew Young, Lochcarron 3 Megan Dibble, Mhairi Sime, 
Cailean Campbell and Zac Gunnarsson, Broadford; Secondary: 1 Ella 
Munro and Antonia Gunn 2 Rhianna MacLeod and Paula MacLean. Choirs:
1 Bun-sgoil an Ath Leathainn; 2 Kyleakin Primary School; 3 Plockton 
Primary School. Art: P1-3: 1 Oran MacPherson-Raffell, Lochcarron 2 
Maree MacKenize, Glenelg 3 Molly MacCallum, Lochcarron; P4-5: 1 
Stephen Tepigo, Lochcarron 2 Careen MacRae, Glenelg 3 Melina Arnott, 
Lochcarron; P6-7: 1 Jonathon MacAskill, Glenelg 2 Louise MacLean Shaw, 
Glenelg 3 Ellie Castle, Lochcarron; S1-2: 1 Duncan Newton, Plockton High 
School 2 Caitlin Witts, Plockton High School 3 Peter MacDonald, Plockton 
High School; S3-4: 1 Mairi Hawthorn, Plockton High School 2 Ellie 
Boyd, Plockton High School (3) Liam Grimmer, Plockton High School. 

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Comann nam 
Parant Ile  
agus Dhiura
COMANN nam Parant lIe 
agus Dhiura aim to promote 

Gaelic medium education 
and the Gaelic language. 

It is therefore good to 
see there is a great deal of 
support amongst parents for 
Gaelic medium education 
on Islay and demand for it 
is high. 

This current academic 
session has seen a big 
increase in the number of 
children being educated in 
Gaelic at Bowmore Primary 
School, particularly the 
unprecedented number of 
pre-school children. 

As a result of this 
increase, extra classroom 
accommodation is required 
and funding has been made 
available from the Scottish 
Government’s Gaelic 
Schools Capital Fund to 
provide a new modular 
building for the children in 
Gaelic medium early years 
education, which should 
hopefully be in place next 
year. 

We campaigned 
successfully to have transport 
provided for children 
attending Gaelic medium 
education. In the past, many 
parents felt that the lack of 
transport to Bowmore from 
other parts of the island was 
a barrier to them sending 
their children to the Gaelic 
unit. Now, a minibus picks 
up several children en 
route from Portnahaven to 
Bowmore, allowing more 
children access to Gaelic 
education.

Travelling on the minibus 
with friends has proved to be 
a very positive and sociable 
experience for the children, 
as well. 

The committee would also 
like to extend a welcome Miss 
Ann Chris MacLean who 
takes up her probationary 
teaching post in the Gaelic 
unit from October and also 

Miss Jan Bruce who is now 
the Gaelic pre-5 assistant. 

Dr Reamai Mathers from 
Ballycastle was in Islay a 
few weeks ago to talk about 
the success of Irish medium 
education in the north of 
Ireland and to discuss a 
strategy to support and 
promote Gaelic on Islay. 

In addition, CnamP are 
establishing links between 
schools on Islay and in 
Ballycastle, which should be 
both fun and worthwhile for 
everyone involved. 

Finally, the Gaelic 
playgroup ‘Rionnagan 
Beaga’ is now up and 
running, and has been 
very well attended. It 
takes place each Saturday 
morning during term-time 
in the Howat Room at the 
MacTaggart Leisure Centre 
from 10.30 to 2.30pm.

Loganair
supports
midwives
GRAHAM Everrett, 
Customer Services Manager 
of Loganair, lent his voice 

campaign by local midwives 
for better services for new 

from Glasgow Airport.
Midwives had raised 

the issues of lack of an 
appropriate space for feeding 
new babies at Glasgow 
Airport’s departure lounge 
for the island. 

Once beyond the security 
gate on the pier leading to the 
departure lounges, there is 
no place for nursing mothers 
to feed their babies.

There is well signposted 
provision in the main areas of 
the airport, including beyond 
the initial security check 
area, but there is nothing in 
the lounge at present. 

Also, frequently that area 
is cold as doors out to the 
runway and planes are often 
left open, even in stormy 
weather. 

New mums had also 

access back to the main 
airport if they arrived at 
the departure area and then 
found there was a delay to 

Mr Everrett pointed out 
that this provision was the 
responsibility of Glasgow 
Airport and not the airline, 
but that he would lend 
Loganair’s voice to the 
campaign to improve 
departure lounge facilities. 

Subsequent to the recent 
meeting, he has responded by 
advising that the comfortable 
space for new mums beside 
Starbucks is available at any 
time.

This area is within the 
security clearance zone, and 
new mothers can ask the staff 
on duty or the security staff 
at the doors on the pier itself 
for assistance to get there 
from the departure lounge. 
Passengers must have their 
boarding cards with them.

Mr Everrett is also looking 
into the matter of having a 
designated private space for 
mothers and babies provided 
in the departure lounge, and 
has made links with local 
midwives to work on seeing 
this through.

Alexander
Technique 
classes
THIS summer two courses 
in the Alexander Technique 
were run at the Gaelic 
Centre.

There was a good mix of 
visitors and local people 
working together, and both 
group courses and individual 
classes will be offered 
through the autumn and 
winter.

Alexander Technique is a 
way of looking at changing 
habits to improve movement, 
health and well-being. 

Learning it is fun and 
relaxing. It’s often used 
by singers, actors and 
sportspeople to improve 
their performance.

Scalpay
Your correspondent 
is Donald Morrison: 
01859 540217

Puffins
OLDER members of the 
Harris population, including 
those on Scalpay, remember 

Tarbert with a collection of 
fry pinned to their beaks.

The fry and sand eels have 
almost gone from the inner 
shore these days so the 

make an appearance.

Fishing
HERRING, according to 

moment.
Mackerel is plentiful 

locally and can be found in 
sheltered waters. Pollock is 
found further out to sea. 

Yachts
THE YACHTING season 
will soon be coming to an 
end and so will the trips into 
the local harbour.

We will miss seeing these 
yachts but hoped they 
enjoyed their journey to the 
Western Isles.

Preservation
PEOPLE are fortunate to 

and freezer nowadays 

mutton had to be preserved 
by salting them. 

Forecasts by 
nature
A SEAL swimming into the 
shelter of a harbour was 
believed to be a sign of 
severe gales following.

A cat running about the 
house would mean a period of 
unsettled weather, beginning 
the following day, and sheep 
grazing on the top of hills 
suggested good weather the 
following day. 

These old superstitions 
have long since been 
forgotten by most as we 
tend to rely on the television 
weather forecasts.

Other superstitions once 

onto a windowsill means 
bad news is on its way and 
mentioning deer on board a 

Solan goose
THE SOLAN goose was 

detecting herring.
Depending on where they 

dived, the geese would tell 

Moderator
MODERATOR designate for 
the Free Church on Scalpay 
is Rev Calum MacDonald of 
Callanaish, Lewis.

First plane
A SEAPLANE, which 
landed at the entrance to the 
North Harbour in Scalpay in 

come to the island.

Convenience
A TIMBER pier was built 
on Scalpay in 1889 and at 
Tarbert, Harris, years earlier 
for trading vessels to land.
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CHAOS on the A82 last 
Thursday afternoon caused 

Corran Ferry en route to 
the Mull Rally has sparked 

MV Corran 

and has been replaced by 
the Maid of Glencoul

Frustrated northbound 

Search

The Oban 
Times

Elderly

The Ghosties

He told The Oban Times

trust needs 
volunteers

for volunteers to help clear 

keen to clear up the area to 

Going nowhere fast: Mayhem on the A82 at the Corran Ferry last Thursday. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Rally traffic road mayhem

road and parked across the 

The Oban 
Times

about the Corran Ferry 
yesterday (Thursday) 

Ferry, the Maid of Glencoul

The Oban Times

The whale is recovered from Loch Linnhe on Friday.

‘Lilly’ the whale loses fight for survival

Chaos on A82 as 
Corran Ferry queue 
blocks carriageway

Got a story           
for             

The Oban 
Times?        

Call 01397 
703003

Just capital! Portree pupils on tour at the Scottish Parliament.

Portree pupils 
make history 
with first
Gaelic tour

The spectacular event should cause 

Skye Bridge ‘stitch up’ celebration  

North Road repairs underway

Fort musician heading home

The
Oban Times

Plockton-based school shinty tournament grows in popularity

Morvern follows Knoydart lead

The abundance of natural 

She told The Oban Times to rely purely on volunteers 
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Vacant churches 
ALL THE Church of Scotland charges 
on the island are now vacant following 
the departure of the Rev Steve Fulcher 
for pastures new. 

Steve has accepted a call to minister 
to the congregations of the parishes 
of Canonbie and Liddesdale near 
the Borders town of Langholm. He 
preached his last sermon at St Kiaran’s 
Church, Port Charlotte, on September 
27 and bade farewell to his Kilmeny 
congregation the previous Sunday. 

Steve arrived on the island from 
Gloucester in 2003 as the minister for 
the churches in the Kilchoman and 
Rhinns parishes. These became linked 
with the Kilmeny parish two-and-a 
half years ago and became the Argyll 
Presbytery approved Northern Parishes 
grouping.

Steve proved to be a popular parish 

departure gifts he and his wife Chris, 
a trainee auxiliary Church of Scotland 
minister, received from the three 
churches under his charge. 

Everyone wishes Steve, Chris and 
the family every blessing in their new 
sphere of labour. 

The linked parishes of Kilarrow 
and Kildaton and Oa, incorporating 
St John’s Church, Port Ellen, and the 
famous Round Church at Bowmore, 
have now been without a resident 
minister for more than three years. 

They are presently administered by 
Interim Moderator the Rev David 
Carruthers of Ardrishaig and South 
Knapdale.

Things are looking brighter, however, 
as the nominating committee is 
currently considering a number of 
applications for the linked charge. 

Acting as Interim Moderator for the 
Northern Parishes is the Rev Anne 
MacIvor of Gigha and Cara and a 
former minister of the Kilarrow and 
Kilmeny parishes. 

Generous masons 
MEMBERS of the island branch of the 
Royal Arch Chapter have been making 
generous donations to worthy local 
causes.

The Chapter’s George Jamieson 
handed over a £5,000 cheque to the 
island hospital and this was gratefully 
received by local GP Dr Jean 
Knowles.

The adjoining Gortanvogie Eventide 
Home was also on the receiving end 
and a £1,500 cheque was happily 
accepted by Shona Hutchison. 

Members of Islay Pipe Band, fresh 
from their successful gig at the Jura 
Music Festival, are also indebted for 
the donation of £1,500 from lodge 
members.

Marie Graham 
Gillespie
FAMILY, friends and neighbours 
gathered at Portnahaven Parish Church 
on Saturday for the funeral service of 
Marie Graham Gillespie who died in 
the Marie Curie Hospice on October 1. 

Marie was the wife of former police 
inspector and well known Mod gold 
medallist Dougie Gillespie and they 
enjoyed more than 50 years of happy 
married life together. 

One of triplets, Marie was born in 
Glasgow in 1936 and was a loving 
wife and devoted mother to daughters 
Sheena, a radiographer at the local 
hospital, Mairi, and son Neil. She was 
also a proud Nana to her grandsons 

Gregor and Euan. The funeral service 
was conducted by family friend 
Michael Selby and Jean Campbell 
provided the organ accompaniments. 
The tribute opened with the poem 
‘Someday’, penned by her father-in-
law the late Neil Gillespie and set to 
music and sung by her opera singing 
son Neil. 

Actress daughter Mairi read 

Gillespie’s arrangement of the Lord’s 
Prayer was sung by Michael Selby. 

Marie was a friendly and warm 
person who took delight in her family 
and greatly supported her husband’s 
singing career. She enjoyed her many 
visits to Islay and especially to the 
family home at Portnahaven. 

Sadly, her latter years were dogged 
by ill health but she showed great 
fortitude even when faced with the 
terminal illness which claimed her 

Thomas Telford church to the strains of 
an English version of ‘An Ataireachd 
Ard’, movingly sung by Dougie, 
and interment followed at the nearby 
Nerabus cemetery. 

The island community, along with the 
whole of Gaeldom, extends its sincere 
sympathy to Dougie and the family at 
this time of deep felt loss. Be assured 
love and music will endure. 

Good wishes 
WE WISH all the best to the island 
children and adults who are strutting 
their stuff this week at the National 
Mod in Oban. 

May your ‘homecoming’ be enhanced 
and laden with much silverware! 
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA34 7JX.
Telephone 01496 810658.

Station in 1965 prior to the closing of the railway line to Ballachulish. Pictured are Station Master Donald 
MacDonald, Hector MacColl, Shonan MacDonald and Jackie MacLaren. We would like readers to send in 

supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Benderloch before ‘Beeching’

Unjustified
criticism
Sir,
I must respond to the letter 
in last week’s Oban Times 
from Julie Burnett of Leeds 
who voiced a number of 
criticisms about Oban.

While she might have 
a point that some shops 
probably do sell too much 
‘mass produced trivial 
rubbish’, there is little else 
in her letter I would agree 
with.

I am angry she should 
question if the local authority 
employs gardeners. 

From my perspective and, 
I know for a fact many 
other residents of the town 
also consider that our town 
gardeners do an outstanding 
job throughout the year and 

displays which we much 
admire.

Their efforts can best be 
judged over a long period 
of time not by someone who 

town and probably had only 
been here for a few days at 
most.

Vagaries of weather can 

and for the latter part of this 
summer we unfortunately 
had more than our share of 
rain, so perhaps that had an 
effect on the gardens and 
coincided with this lady’s 
visit.

She questions where is 
the Scottish pride and is 

seafood being sold from 
glass fronted cabinets.

Be assured Mrs Burnett, the 
town has excellent seafood 

highest quality. 
Very many Oban residents 

feel extremely privileged to 
live in such a beautiful area, 
and many of them put in a lot 
of effort to look after the town 
and make improvements.

continue to be the case. 
We are realistic enough to 

know that the town is by no 
means perfect and there will 
on occasions be criticism, 
but I consider many of the 
views expressed by Julie 

What Mod?
Sir,
For weeks, maybe months, 
we have been told that the 

Royal National Mod was 
‘coming home’ to Oban. 

Well who arriving in the 
town last Friday morning for 

really have known?
There was some bunting 

in George Street but that has 
been there a while. Where 
were the banners that shout 
out that something big is 
going on? Remember in 
Gaelic terms, this is the 
equivalent of the Olympics 
or football’s World Cup.

Some colourful banners 
from CalMac and other 
organisations went up, were 
brought down, were relocated 
and then taken down again 
just as quickly. It is my 
understanding there were 

the part of Argyll and Bute 
Council, Transerv staff and 
some businesspeople about 
what should be allowed and 
where, but that should have 
been sorted out a long time 
ago.

The Mod lasts just over 
a week for goodness sake, 
and there is no suggestion 
of there being any real 
health and safety issues. I 
suspect the problem here is 
a mix of jobsworths, killjoys 

and political correctness. 
Whatever, it gives the 
appearance that Oban does 
not know how to hold a 
party.

Proud of 
Taynuilt youth
Sir,
I would like readers to know 
how proud I am of some 
Taynuilt youngsters who, 
after causing a disturbance 
in the village and at my door 
over the past week, were 
given the opportunity to 
apologise by knocking on 
my front door, not knowing 
what kind of reception they 
might face, and saying how 
sorry they were. 

This took great courage. I 
want our youth to feel proud 
and safe in Taynuilt, after all 
this is their village too, to be 
the defenders of the people 
they misguidedly annoyed, 
and be respected for their 
courage to face up to the 
realities of their actions and 
consequences.

Thanks too to the vigilance 
of our local force for his 
guidance on this matter.
Lorraine Philips, Taynuilt.

Hair shirts 
required
WELL, the Tories have had 
their annual conference in 
rainy Manchester and have 
probably gone home feeling 
rightly proud of themselves 
– but it wasn’t that great a 
conference.

There is nothing like a 
Leader’s closing speech to 
rouse the faithful to go forth 
and spread the gospel of 
positive action and urge that 
jam really is available for the 
masses required to put David 
Cameron into No 10.

And yet ‘there’s many a 
slip..’.  Yes, they are ahead in 
all the opinion polls but the 
overwhelming support they 
appear to have seems ‘soft’.  

Let’s face it, the evil 
deeds alleged to have been 
perpetrated by Margaret 
Thatcher is still a factor in 
the thinking of many now in 
middle age who remember 
her behaviour when she was 
prime minister.  

As far as they are concerned 
she’s the biggest and best-
known Tory of them all.  
Who is to say that this 
generation will not produce 
an even more ‘wicked’ one.  

A friend said to me: ‘David 
Cameron was so negative 
and gloomy that you could 
believe that he had cornered 
the market in hair shirts and 
was happy to issue to all and 
sundry.’

Another said that he was 
so gloomy and censorious 
that it wasn’t surprising that 
he didn’t get the rapturous 
ovation normally awarded 
to a Tory leader who was 
claiming to be leading 

victory with a big majority 
over all the other parties put 
together.  

In my opinion, and one 
shared by many, his speech 
was a big mistake. Gone 
are the days when a public 

rapturous enthusiasm. Our 
lifestyle doesn’t encompass 
a strict telling off with a 
promise that there will 
be more suffering and 
unemployment before there 
will be any light at the end 
of the tunnel.  That is not the 
mood of the country.  

It is said to expect a few 
weeks of hardship, then 
a fairly swift return to a 
comfortable standard of 
middle class living – after all, 
wasn’t it the leading Socialist 
David Miliband, currently 
the Foreign Secretary, who 
said recently ‘we are all 
middle class now’.

I gather that the ladies, not 
the blue-rinsed battle axes 
who want to bring back 

with the trial coming after 
the execution, feel that 
gloomy political posturing 
certainly did embrace the 
Tory leader’s speech which 
was not full of promises, of 
assurances of milk and honey 
and positive euphoria.

As one said to me on the day 

after the Cameron speech: 
‘We still don’t know where 
we are with him. All these 
gloomy prognostications are 
a warning too many for me 
to give him my vote.

‘At least with Alex 
Salmond he doesn’t behave 
like a headmaster who can’t 
quite cope but as one who 
believes it will all come right 
in the end.’

‘Suas Leis 
A’Ghaidhlig’
THE ROYAL National Mod 
of An Comunn Gaidhealach 
is ‘at home’ in its birthplace 
and seems to be in rude health 
with so many positives that it 
is really brimming over with 
good health.

Maybe Mr Cameron should 
have been here to hear the 
satisfaction breaking out 
of many of Friday night’s 
speeches, brilliant from the 
chairperson downwards.

Those of us who have 
known Janet Tandy - now 
MacDonald - for more 
years than we care to admit 

demonstration of keeping the 
proceedings ‘rolling along’.  

Pity the agenda was so 
long.

However, the Minister of 
Culture Mike Russell was 
in good fettle delivering his 
announcements of further 
government largesse and 
reminding us that one of ‘our 
own’ was now the Scottish 
Government Ambassador 
for Gaelic – Dr Anne Lorne 
Gillies.

She, herself, is an 
outstanding example of 
what can be done with the 
language, so often decried 
as a dialect, uncouth and 
crude.

It may be a long time before 
the language of the Gael can 
be spoken and written by a 
majority of those who live 
in this nation, but one can 
see progress there thanks 
to a number of initiatives, 
not least the ever-growing 
number of Feisean.

It was good to see Arthur 
Cormack, the chief executive 
of Feisean nan Gael, now in 
the post of chairman of the 
Bord na Gaidhealach.

It was great to look back 

met and chatted about the 
future of Gaelic.

to many of the questions 
that needed resolution and 
he has had much to do with 
making them happen. He is 
far too modest to say that the 
Feis movement has made 
an enormous difference to 
the use of Gaelic as a living 
language and a medium for 
young people to learn to play 
instruments and sing songs, 
old and new.  

Long may the Feisean 
continue to grow.

Sir,
I was privileged to visit the ‘Ardchattan Parish Homecoming’ 
exhibition in Achnaba church.  

The same enthusiasm was shown here as in the centenary 
celebration for St Modan’s in 2005. Contributions in 
photography and print from parishioners of the ‘20’s 
onwards made very interesting browsing. One would need 
to make several visits to absorb it all.

Congratulations and much appreciation are due to Isobel 
Campbell, Sandra Munro and Jane Eccles who labelled and 
dated the ever-changing photographic display and assembled 
written contributions.

Overall, a warm sense of community prevailed - a quality 
sadly lacking in present times.
Ena Bullock, 80 The Mount, Coventry.

A warm sense of community

Success in 
Milngavie and 
Bearsden
THERE was a time when 
Glasgow was able to support 
several adult shinty teams but 
today, outwith the university 
system, only Glasgow Mid 
Argyll is still in existence. 

The sport, in general, 
has seen many changes 
with various league re-
organisations and a move 
to summer shinty but for 
Glasgow the major change 
has probably been the fact 
players can now travel home 
to play for their local teams 
much more readily. 

Back in the mid 1990s 
it became apparent that 
local boys would have to 
be introduced to the game. 
Jordanhill School and 
Blantyre Secondary School 
offered the sport to pupils 
but since the successful 
youth team in the Kelvin 
area prior to this time there 
was no route into the sport 
for other youngsters. 

The introduction to the 
sport was successful for a 
few years in the Gryffe area 
and the Menteith area but the 
real success story belongs 
to Milngavie and Bearsden 
Shinty Club. 

Relying on a succession of 
enthusiastic adults, and even 
more enthusiastic boys and 
girls, the club has gone from 
strength to strength. The 
name of the club features 

tournaments throughout the 
country with a particular 
success being the winning of 
the under 14 National Hydro 
Electric Development Cup 
on Saturday September 19. 

Girls from the club have 
represented Scotland in the 
annual adult shinty/camogie 
international and many of the 
boys now play for Glasgow 
Mid Argyll, several of them 

A great success, I am sure 
you will agree, but there 
is more to Milngavie and 
Bearsden Shinty Club and it 
was all too evident at a ceilidh 
dance it held recently. 

Often in this column the 
subject is ageism, but not on 
this occasion. 

To be present at this ceilidh 
was a joy. 

Here we had youngsters 
thoroughly enjoying 
themselves, dancing to the 
wonderful music of the 
Monarch Isles Band, as part 
of this big happy family 
that has become Milngavie 
and Bearsden Shinty Club. 
What a credit to everyone 
concerned.

Coaching takes place 
as follows: Wednesdays, 
Auchenhowie, under 14s, 
8pm to 9.30pm. Fridays, 
Douglas Academy, primary 
5 and under, 7.30pm to 
8.30pm, and primary 6/7, 
8.30pm to 9.30pm.

At a time when there 
is so much emphasis on 
encouraging youngsters to 
take part in sport, the club 
would welcome any new 
members.

Govan Choir 
celebrations
TO CELEBRATE its 80th  
birthday, Govan Choir would 
like to invite all former 
members and friends of the 

choir to a dinner to be held 
on Saturday November 21 at 
the Swallow Hotel, Paisley 
Road West, at 7.30pm.  

Tickets are available from 
Isabel Ross, telephone 0141 
563 9729, or from any choir 
member.  

Alan McMillan
MANY congratulations to 
Alan McMillan who is to 
take up the post of chief 
executive of the amalgamated 
men’s and women’s outdoor 
bowling governing bodies. 

Alan, of course, was 

wish him well in his new 
role.

National Youth 
Pipe Band
AS PART of Homecoming 
2009, the National Youth 
Pipe Band of Scotland has 
teamed up with YDance and 
Scottish Youth Theatre to 
bring Burn’s epic poem Tam 
O’Shanter to life in a new 
production.

It will take place at 
Stirling Castle - the Great 
Hall - on Friday October 
16 and Saturday October 
17 at 8pm before going to 
Eden Court, Inverness, on 
Monday October 26 and 
then Friday October 30 and 
Saturday October 31 as an 
extra special Hallowe’en 
performance of this ghostly 
tale in Haddo House, Ellon, 
Aberdeenshire.

This prospect will, I 
am sure, showcase the 
exceptional talent of the 
band’s members while at 

commitment to providing 
entertainment which differs 
from the traditional pipe 
band scene. 

Tickets can be purchased 
for Stirling 01786 274000 or 
by calling personally at the 
Tolbooth.

Diary dates
: Star 

Folk Club, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, with Sarah 
McQuaid.

:
National Youth Pipe Band 
- see above. Donnie Munro, 
Paisley Town Hall.

:
National Youth Pipe Band 
- see above. Donnie Munro, 
Rothesay Pavilion, 2.30pm, 
to raise funds for the 
Waverley paddle steamer. 

: Young 
Traditional Musician of the 
Year Tour, Stirling County 
Rugby Clubhouse, 8pm.

:
Crooked Still with Emily 
Smith, Old Fruitmarket, 
8pm.

: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Rab Noakes.

:
Glasgow Skye Association, 
Marag Supper, Partick Burgh 
(Lesser) Halls, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
DEOCH ’n Dorus will play 
in the Park Bar on Friday, 
Calum Iain McCorquodale 
on Saturday and Stewart 
Cameron on Sunday while 
in the Islay Inn it will be 
Parting Glass on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 

yahoo.co.uk.

Local voice should be heard
being made to make up constituted community councils – 
two weeks ago we learned that there were 13 areas in Argyll 
and Bute facing such a predicament – but as highlighted in 
our story this week about the village of Dunbeg, it is vital that 
people respond to the call. How else can a community have 
a collective voice if it is faced with the likes of controversial 
plans for housing developments or windfarms? 
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Adjudicator
says suffer 
the little 
children

Oban’s Anne is named Gaelic Ambassador of the Year

Minister
boosts
Argyll
Gaelic
learning

THE FIRST day of the Royal 
National  Mod in Oban 
brought with it an award for 
one of its own when Oban-
born Anne Lorne Gillies was 
presented with this year’s 
Gaelic Ambassador of the 
Year Award.

She is only the second 
person to be awarded the 

songwriter Julie Fowlis who 

the Mod at Falkirk last year.
Announcing this year’s 

award at a lunch in Oban’s 
Royal Hotel last Friday, 
Scottish culture minister 
Mike Russell acknowledged 
the ‘immense’ contribution 
that the long-serving Gaelic 
activist has made to both 

the language and its culture. 
Throughout a career in 
broadcasting, the arts, 
education and publishing, 
Ms Gillies, who was born 
within a stone’s throw of 
Oban High School and who 
won the Mod Gold Medal 
for solo singing in Oban in 
1962, has promoted many 
different aspects of Gaelic 

and is currently involved in 
the publication of a Gaelic 
poetry book compiled from 
the writings of children from 
throughout Scotland.

In accepting the award, 
Anne Lorne Gillies said: 
‘It is an enormous honour 
to receive this award, 
particularly in my home 
town of Oban. I hope that 

this award will give me even 
greater opportunity to carry 
on this important work, both 
at home and abroad.’

President of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach John Macleod 
thanked Ms Gillies for her 
huge contribution to the 
development of Gaelic 
and looked forward to her 
continuing success.

Well known Gaelic singer Anne Lorne Gillies with her award in her home town.        

Kirsty Watt, left, and Josie Duncan from Nicolson Institute, Lewis, won the duet 
singing for 13-15 years (learners). They are both part of the folk group, Na Cailea-
gan, whose members have had pink Harris Tweed waistcoats made for this year’s 

Mòd. 08_t42mod10

IT WAS good news for 
Argyll and Bute in the 
Gaelic minister’s address 
at the opening ceremony of 
the Royal National Mòd in 
Oban.

Mike Russell MSP 
announced an extra £15,000 
to be spent, in the most part, 
on Ulpan courses for Gaelic 
beginners throughout the 
region. He is determined, 
he said, ‘to create a new 
generation of Gaelic 
speakers’.

£50,000 for education
Mr Russell announced 

further support for the 
language throughout the 
country and he stressed said 
that the Scottish government 
was keen to invest in Gaelic 
education and development 
to the tune of £50,000. 

The minister also awarded 
£35,000 for the Royal 
National Mòd to appoint a 

to take forward plans for the 
2010 Mòd in Caithness and 
to support Gaelic learning in 
the area.

Speaking in Oban’s Corran 
Halls, Mr Russell said: 
‘The Scottish government 
is committed to taking 
urgent action to create a 
new generation of Gaelic 
speakers.  That is why I am 
investing a further £50,000 
in projects which will 
support Gaelic education 
and development. 

‘The Mòd’s new 

only oversee preparations for 
next year’s celebrations but 
support Gaelic learning and 
development in Caithness 
and the surrounding areas.  
Argyll and Bute Council will 
use its award to boost the 

number of Gaelic speakers 
in the area by offering adult 
learning classes using the 
innovative Ulpan method.  
These investments recognise 
the important role local 
communities play in Gaelic 
learning and in building a 
strong and sustainable future 
for Gaelic.

Argyll and Bute Council 
leader Dick Walsh said: 
‘I am delighted to hear of 
this further funding from 
the Scottish government 
for Gaelic language 
classes.  As a council we 
take responsibility for the 
continuation of the Gaelic 
language very seriously.  
The preservation of Gaelic 
is vital not only for Argyll 
and Bute but for Scotland 
as a whole.  Since Argyll 
and Bute Council adopted 
the Gaelic Language Plan 
in 2008 we have promoted, 
and continue to promote, 
Gaelic and we are proud to 
be a part of this.’

Speaking at the event, 
Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre, chairman of 
the Oban and Lorn Area 
Committee, said: ‘We were 
delighted that the Mòd 
was returning to Oban for 
the 15th year. It is a big 
festival and some would say 
that Oban is best suited to 
hosting such an event.’

Ulpan is a system of 
language learning that 
has been used for other 
languages.  It has now 
been adapted for Scottish 
Gaelic, and Ulpan classes 
are currently being offered 
throughout Scotland.  It is 
taught in a series of modules 
with the main emphasis on 
speaking.

A GAELIC adjudicator in a 
duet competition spoke out 
against a request from the 
audience to have a talkative 
toddler removed.

During Allan Campbell’s 
adjudication in the under-13 

in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls on Tuesday, a member 
of the audience asked for 
a babbling toddler to be 
removed, as she could not 
hear what Mr Campbell was 
saying.

Despite being told there 
was no need to leave, the 
embarrased mother of the 
toddler hurriedly took the 
child out of the room.

Before resuming his 
adjudication, Mr Campbell 
was roundly applauded after 
saying: ‘If we are to have no 
children at the Mod, then we 
might as well pack up now.’

Bòrd
highlight
education
explaining the success and 

was launched this week at 
the Royal National Mod in 
Oban.

Bord na Gàidhlig has 

parents of the opportunities 
that exist in the education 
system and help Gaelic 

the best and shortest possible 
ways.

The bòrd’s education 
director Rosemary Ward 
said: ‘The background to 

campaign and focus on 
creating a new generation of 
Gaelic speakers.’

Jo MacDonald of the bòrd’s 
interim support team said 
the key focus remained on 
Gaelic in the home and the 
pre-school ages.

‘Parents need to be well 
informed about the options 
available and the career paths 
and job opportunities which 
could result from choosing 
to take a Gaelic pathway.’

Kathryn Nic à Mhaoilein was presented her silver medal for singing in a traditional 
style by Jo MacDonald, senior manager with Bòrd na Gàidhlig. 16_t42mod83

Silver Medal winners Eilidh NicCarmaig from Portree and Ken-
neth Rankin from Plockton. 16_t42mod88c

Left:
Lochaber High School 
pupil Màiri Sandison, 

prescribed 
poetry recitation 

(aged 13-15). 
08_ t42mod09

Lewis girls Eva Edgar and Jenny MacTaggart shelter from the 

Tuesday. 07_t42mod05
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Lewis
MacMillan
keep it in
the family

Miss Scotland pays a 
surprise visit to the Mòd 

Miss Scotland, Katharine Brown presents 10-year-old Rona Morrision from Scalpay 
with the Nancy Craik Memorial Trophy 07-t42mod04

Fiddlers rally has reel talent on show
Oban and Lorn Strathspey and Reel Society member Donald Harrison from Taynuilt.

UP TO 60 members of Oban 
and Lorn Strathspey and Reel 
Society took to the stage at 
this year’s Royal National 
Mòd Fiddlers’ Rally.

The event, held in the 
Corran Halls, Oban, last 
Saturday also featured some 
of the prizewinners in the 

events held earlier in the 
day.

Hosts Oban and Lorn 
Strathspey and Reel Society 

from all over Scotland but 
they all played well together 
under the baton of Helen 
Jordan.

Great
One of the players said: 

‘It was a great evening with 
some really good young 
talent on show.

‘It was a great feeling to 
be on stage with 60 other 
people, many of whom we 
only really see at these kind 
of events. So, in that respect 
it was good to catch up with 
them too.

Start
‘I think the musicians on 

always give the event a great 
start.’

Fear an Tighe John 
Carmichael kept the evening 
running smoothly and 
an appreciative audience 
enjoyed the singing of 
Luing’s Mòd gold medallist 
Hugh MacQueen.

Oban and Lorn Strathspey 
and Reel Society hold an 

every year. Sir E Scott School, Harris, receive The Oban Times Challenge Trophy from editorial 
director Stewart MacKenzie. The choir also won the Angus M Ross Trophy for high-

07_t42mod01

MISS Scotland attended 
the Royal National Mòd 
in Oban on Tuesday to 
surprise a young Scalpay 
girl, who won solo singing 
competition.

Dunblane’s Katharine 
Brown, who won the Miss 
Scotland title on May 14, 
presented the Nancy Craik 
Memorial Trophy to 10-
year-old Rona Morrison, 

girls solo singing 9-10 years 

Katharine, who was in 
the same primary school 
class as Scottish tennis ace 

single, Wonderland, in her 
role as Miss Scotland, but 
the 22 year old said she was 
delighted to be in Oban.

She said: ‘The Mòd has 
invited previous Miss 
Scotlands to attend and it is 
an honour to be here.

‘I have never been to 
Oban before but the drive 
up here from Glasgow was 
extraordinarily beautiful; it 
took my breath away. 

‘The children have been 
great, saying how glittery 
my shoes were, how tall 

I was and that I was very 
pretty, which is really nice.

‘When you come to things 
like this and you see how 
excited the young children 
get by me being here. I feel 
really honoured to be in that 
position.’

Katharine admitted she 
did not speak Gaelic but 
learned the language in 
primary school.

Little Alexander Ferguson, 
aged 8, from the Isle of 
Barra who took part in 

recititation for 7-8 year 
olds. 16-t42mod77

the MacMillans from the Isle 
of Lewis at this year’s Royal 
National Mòd in Oban.

The four-piece folk group 
Clann Mhic a’Mhaoilein 
took part in the under 19s 
folk group competition.  Iain 

and sisters Kirsteen and 
Kathryn all took part in other 
competitions over the week.

the boys solo 16-18 years 

was due to sing against him 
but unfortunately took ill 
and was unable to.

Kathryn, aged 12, won a 
gold badge in the poetry 
competition, scoring a 97, 

of 35 other competitors.
She also took silver in the 

singing,  as well as bronze in 
solo singing for 11-12 year 
olds.

The MacMillan family has 

of these competing at this 
year’s Mòd.

Cathal Callan, aged 6, from Fernhill Primary School 
has been taught Gaelic in the home. 16-t42mod82

Craig Paterson, aged 
12 competed in the solo 

singing, poetry and choral 
during this week’s Mod.

His mother Elizabeth (neé 

from Gigha and still has 
family in the area.

The family now stay in 
Forfar. 04_t42mod01

Charlotte Mooch compet-
ed in the girls 9-10 year’s 

poetry competition.
Her mother Morag is 

originally from Lismore 
and attended Oban High 

School. She also competed 
in the poetry section at the 

Mòd as a child.
The family now stay in 
Clackmannanshire but 

still have a lot of family in 
the area. 04_t42mod02

Iain Murdo Mac a’ Mhaoilein, Carloway, Lewis won The Neil MacLaine Cameron 
07_t42mod10

Community choir Còisir Òan Rubha lifted the Choral singing under 13 year’s       
Aberfoyle and District Branch Trophy at Atlantis Leisure on Tuesday.

The choir, conducted by Seumas Mactaggart, only formed last year.  04_t42mod6b

Right:
The Mòd Gold Me-

dalist from the Royal 
National Mòd at Perth 

in 2004 Gillebride 
Mac’llemhaoil from 
Uist was on hand to 

present the silver medal 
to Claire Frances 

NicNill from the Isle of 
Barra for the narra-

tion in traditional style 
of an ancient folk tale. 

16_t42mod85

of the young performers in 
the children’s events at the 
Mòd.

symptoms struck children 
down for around 24 hours 
– before they seem to make 
a full recovery. 

One parent said: ‘I hope 
they do not do drugs testing at 
the Mòd on the kids because 
I don’t know if Calpol is on 
the banned list.’

NHS 24 are advising 
parents to throw away tissues 
after one use and remind 
children to wash their hands 
every time they sneeze to 
reduce infection.

‘Flu’ leaves 
children
singing the 
blues

Nipper has been attracting 
the attention of Mòd goers 
this week as he is walked 

day on a lead.
Owner Joseph Devaney 

walks Nipper and his 
dog Tyson along Oban’s 
waterfront and foreshore 
every day and is becoming 
used to being stopped and 
asked questions about his 
companions.

He said: ‘I use Nipper for 
catching rabbits but I feed 
him all sorts of meat and he 
has been getting a bit fat.

‘That is why I have to take 
him for long walks every day 
but he has become a talking 
point with lots of people.’

Joseph Devaney with his 
ferret Nipper has been 

entertaining Mòd goers. 
08_t42fer01

Nipper gets 
the nod at 
the Mòd

A delighted Morven McKerrell, Oban High 
School music teacher said: ‘I was told that 
the Gaelic choir had won not one but two 

trophies, and I couldn’t believe it.’ The 
school won the Donald D MacIssac Trophy 
and the Hugh MacPhee Trophy. Pictured 

historian Ian McCrorrie 16_t42mod72

Above left: 
Bowmore Primary 

School wait their turn 
for a choral perform-

ance at the Mòd. 
16_t42mod59

Next week don’t miss the chance to win Norman Maclean’s 
autobiography ‘The Leper’s Bell’



Drink
aware
week

Glasgow Islay School was well represented at last 
Saturday’s competitions, with this little group happy to 

have their photographs taken. 16_t42mod20a

Fergus MacVicar, aged 
10, from North Uist who 
competed in the under 
13 chanter. The young 

lad only started playing 
chanter last February. 

16_t42mod25a

The kilted Donald Morrison, from Oban, who competed in the 
Strathspey and reel competition for 16-18 year olds is joined by 
his brother Ruairidh, who competed in the accordion under 19s. 

Both attend Oban High School. 16_t42mod08b

Dunbeg Primary School Gaelic Choir. 08_t42mod16

The action song group from Achaleven Primary School, Connel were dressed for the 
part as they performed Gàrradh Iain Eairsidh. 08_t42mod01

Port Ellen School Gaelic Choir, pictured with conductor Maureen MacDonald won 
the under 13 learners puirt-a-beul and took The Olive Campbell MBE Trophy and 

The MacIntyre Cup back to Islay. 08_t42mod18

Barcaldine Primary School folk group. 08_t42mod14

IT MAY BE coincidence 
that national Alcohol 
Awareness Week lands 
on the same dates as the 
Royal National Mòd, 
also dubbed the ‘whisky 
olympics’.

Mòd participants, 
known for their love of 
a social dram or two, are 

to be drink aware.
Recommendations for 

the intake of alcohol are: 
men should not drink 
more than three to four 
units of alcohol a day 
– that’s equivalent to two 
whiskies, and women 
should drink no more 
than two to three – on a 
good day that is one nip. 

A spokesman for the 
department of health 
said: ‘Drinking more 
than this has an array of 
health risks attached. 

‘It doesn’t make a 
difference if you’re 
drinking every day or once 
a fortnight, exceeding the 
recommended guidelines 
is risky,’ 

‘Saving up your weekly 
units so you can drink 
them all on a Friday 
night is not the way to 
interpret the Department 
of Health’s advice. 
People at the Mòd should 
be very careful about 
drinking too much.’

The NHS public health 
department will be on 
hand at the Mòd to offer 
advice on all aspects of 
health including being 
drink aware.

A Royal National Mod 

wish to be named said: 
‘People attending the 
Mòd are always very 
careful about their dram 
– there is seldom a drop 
spilled!

‘Seriously, we would 
encourage people to 
drink responsibly. 

‘The Royal National 
Mòd is a very social 
event and pubs and clubs 
throughout Scotland 
have seen a huge growth 
in traditional music and 
‘ceilidh culture’. This 
week there is a great party 
atmosphere in Oban and 
we would just ask people 
to be careful.’

Pupils from Lochaline Primary School gave a good performance in the unison 
singing competition. 16_t42mod58

Coisir Og Thobar-Mhorie won the Badenoch and Strathspey Area Committee Tro-
phy for unison singing 16_t42mod62

Silver medallists, from the Island of Lismore, who com-
peted in the under 13 folk group competition. 16_t42mod55

Christine Johnston from Lochgilphead is joined by her gold and 
silver medal winners. 16_t42mod65

Rhuraidh Buxton from 
Newtonmore took third in 

the under 13 boy’s traditional 
style singing on Tuesday.

Rhuraidh’s two sisters were 
also competing 04_t42mod03

CALMAC has signed a 
contract with the Royal 
National Mòd to provide 
funding for the next three 
years.

was not revealed the smiles 
of Mòd organisers showed 
that the cash has given the 

Phil Preston managing 
director of CalMac said: 
‘We have a long and proud 

tradition of supporting the 
Mòd. We value the chance 
it provides us to meet our 
customers face to face – it is a 
good way to give something 
back to the community.

‘Using the Gaelic language 
as part of everyday life is 
part of our agreement with 
the Scottish government and 
we are proud to do that by 
supporting the Mòd.’

John Macleod from An 

Comunn Gáidhealach 
welcomed the funding. He 
said: ‘It is good to have a 
partnership with CalMac – so 
many people who come into 
daily contact with the ferry 
company are in daily contact 
with the Gaelic language.’

Mr Macleod said that 
they were looking for other 
funding streams for the Mòd. 
He said: ‘We would consider 
funding for many source 

– including that of a distillery 
or brewery.’ 

When he was asked if it was 
irresponsible to take money 
from a drink company he 
said: ‘I don’t think that we 
are in the position to refuse 
funding. We had a very 
successful arrangement with 
Islay Mist and we didn’t 

alcohol simply because we 
were associated with them.’

Mòd on crest of a wave after
CalMac promises funding

Ferry operator launches its 2010 Explore brochure
FERRY operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne launched its 2010 
Explore brochure at the Royal 
National Mod in Oban. 

The brochure includes 
CalMac’s winter and summer 
timetables from October 
25, 2009. The brochure also 
provides information on rail 
and bus connections and 

suggestions on what visitors 
can see and do around the 
CalMac network.

Speaking at the launch, Phil 
Preston, managing director 
of CalMac, said: ‘Explore 
2010 is our main leisure 
brochure and an essential 
planning tool for everyone 
interested in travelling to the 

24 destinations off Scotland’s 
west coast that are served by 
the CalMac ferry system.

Delighted
‘Last year Explore was 

made available via the 

this has proved very popular 
with around 20,000 people 
around the world accessing 

it on-line. We are delighted 
that so many people chose 
to plan their trips this way 
but we will also continue 
to have a printed version 
with copies of the brochure 
available from CalMac ferry 
terminals and on our ferries, 
as well as from other tourism 
outlets around the country.’ 
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Oban High School find their 
way back to Gaelic with a bang

Music teacher Morvern McKerrell keeps a very tight grip on the Donald D MacIssac Trophy that was won by 
Oban High School

Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic Choir won the Tom Crawford Trophy for under-19 area 
choirs (learners). 08_t42mod04

Còisir Òg Ghàidhlig Ìle with conductor Arlene McKerrell. 08_t42mod02 

IT IS the sterling success of Oban 
High School Gaelic Choir that may 
encourage some pupils to revisit their 
roots in the Gaelic language.

school for a number of years– many 
thought music teacher Morven 

out entering 20 or so young people in 
the Mod.

have paid off when Còisir Ard-sgoil 
an Obain won the Donald D MacIsaac 

Trophy for choral singing, on Monday 
morning.

Oban High School Gaelic Choir are 
hoping that they will go from strength 
to strength – perhaps even competing 
at Caithness next year.

Ms McKerrell said: ‘I am just 
delighted with our success. The choir 

Mòd. Children giving up their own 
time to practice at lunch times, and 
even on Sundays.

‘It is everyone’s commitment that 

helped us in our win. I hope that our 
choir will be able to continue. They 
are part of the main choir and as such 
anyone in the school is welcome to 
join. It would be a real challenge to go 
to Caithness but with the enthusiasm 
of the children and support of parents 
– perhaps it would be possible. We 
will see.

‘Most of the children in the choir do 
not have Gaelic, in fact there are only 

special win for the children and the 
high school.’

for the winner of this year’s 
Scottish Traditional Awards. 

And The Oban Times are 
hoping, with all the talent 
in the town for the Mòd, the 
winner might come from the 
west coast.

The Scottish Traditional 
Music Awards, a highlight 
of the Homecoming 
Scotland celebrations, 
are being in Dumfries on 
Saturday November 28 and 
nominations have opened 
for traditional musicians and 
tutors.

And this year this 
newspaper is almost certain 
that someone from the vast 
talent of performers from 

to the shortlist – but only if 
acts, soloists and tutors are 
nominated.

For further information 
and to see the 16 categories 
open for nomination visit 

tradmusicawards.

the local Mòd committee, 

goers on a tour of Oban on 
Sunday.

The tour included the 
Masonic Hall on Oban’s 

ever Mòd was organised.
Robin’s wife, Ishbel, said: 

‘We planned to go up to 
McCaig’s Tower but after 

Mòd
convenor

streets

Nominations
wanted
online for 
Trad Awards

Below:
Còisir Òg Dhailriata had 
a very successful day on 
Monday, winning two 

competitions: The Queen 
Elizabeth Coronation Tro-
phy for under-19 unison 
and The Martin Wilson 

North Berwick Trophy for 
the puirt-a-beul. 08_t42mod07

Left: Five-
year-old Ewan 
MacPherson

wasn’t even born 
the last time the 
Royal National 

Mod was in Oban 
and he was the 
youngest pupil 

from Barcaldine 
Primary School 
to take part in 

this year’s event. 
08_t42mod15

Jessica Gow, aged 7, from Glasgow takes a good look her new trophy, the Rotary 
Club of Falkirk Trophy. The youngster attends Sgoil Gháidhlig Ghlaschu. 16-t42mod69

Presenting Còisir Creag an Fhithich with the Caledonian MacBrayne Trophy is   
Phillip Preston, managing director of the company. 16_t42mod57

For the second year running little Maria Clark takes 
the Sabhal Mór Ostaig Silver Medal for oral competi-

tions in the learner category. 16_t42mod51

Provost Pat Reid Provost of Falkirk Medal presents 
Katy McAdam from Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile with 
her medal, friend Georgina Durie took the silver medal 
from the same competition. Looking on is Falkirk Mod 

convenor Angus MacDonald. 16-t42mod61

Comunn Gáidhealach Mhuile won the Rona MacVicar 
Trophy and the Dugald Campbell Cowan (Oban) Tro-

16_t42mod53

Sarah Cairns and Roisin Turner from Lochgilphead 
won the David C B Maitland Memorial Trophy 16 _t42mod64

Rhiannon Kilpatrick from Bun-sgoil Chondobhrait 

time entrant was delighted with her prize 16_t42mod67

Lochaber girls took silver 
and bronze at the hotly 
contested solo singing 

competition. Laura Davies  
won the silver badge while 

school friend Rhiannon 
Cameron  took the bronze 
badge from An Comunn 
Gaidhealach president 
John Macleod. 16_t42mod56

Much more from the Royal National Mod next week
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Julie Fowlis hosts 
traditional music workshop

Beachd Ailein

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Mun àm a bhios sibh a’ leughadh seo bidh Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rioghail 2009 aig àrd ìre agus chan eil teagamh nach bi 
cuid làn aoibhneis air cho soirbheachail ’s a bha iad, agus 
cuid eile le briseadh dùil! Ach sin mar a tha farpais agus 
mar a chanar a thaobh a bhith a’ cur gill, mura bheil thu 
deiseil gus call na feuch idir! 

Ach ’s e cruinneachadh math a th’anns a’ Mhòd, agus 
ged a tha cuid fhathast a thogas an sròn ris mar gum b’ e 
rudeigin neo-ghlan a bh’ air nochdadh air fàire chultarail 
na Gàidhlig, cha chreid mi fhìn gun d’ rinn am Mòd fhèin 
cron air a’ chànan riamh. Bho chionn bhliadhnaichean 
air ais bhiodh naidheachdan luideach a’ togail ceann 
aig àm a’ Mhòid, cuid aca air an cruthachadh le luchd-
naidheachd aig nach robh an còrr ri dhèanamh, agus gu 
mì-fhortanach cuid eile a bha an urra ri Gàidheil fhèin. 
Bha coire mhòr aig daoine a bha an sàs as a’ chuirm ris gun 
robh an ìomhaigh a bha a’ nochdadh bho àm gu àm gan 
cur fhèin is an cuid cànan ann an suarachas. Cha b’ ann a 
dh’ aon ghnothach a bha sin a’ tachairt ach ri linn dìth aire 
agus snas, agus nach math an naidheachd gum bheil na 
làithean sin seachad agus gum bheil ìomhaigh agus inbhe 
na Gàidhlig, agus a’ Mhòid, a-nise proifeiseanta agus 
tarraingeach. Gum bu fada mhaireas an suidheachadh 
sin, agus gum bu fada cuideachd a mhaireas an cothrom 
agus an rùn aig Gàidheil cruinneachadh airson beagan 
ciùil, crac agus aighearachd. An turas mu dheireadh a 
bha sinn aig Mòd as an Òban bha seachdain  de shìde 
shònraichte againn agus chuir sin ris an tlachd a fhuair a 
h-uile duine às.

Ge b’ e dè nì an aimsir air seachdain a’ Mhòid am 
bliadhna, agus co dhiubh bhios i fuar neo a chaochladh,  
tha aon rud a tha cinnteach agus ’s e sin gum faigh na 
h-uile a thèid dhan Òban fàilte bhlàth chridheil. Chan eil 
mise deònach a dhol a shabaid ri duine mu cò am baile as 
fheàrr airson Mòd, ach chan eil eagal sam bith orm a ràdh 
nach eil àite as fheàrr leam fhìn aig Mòd na ’n t-Òban!

The 2009 Royal National Mòd is now in full swing and there 
will have been moments of elation and disappointment 
among competitors. But Mòd competitions are like any 
other, and if you cannot lose gracefully you shouldn’t 
take part!

While there are still some who regard the Mòd as an 
anachronism I enjoy it and I don’t believe it has ever 
harmed Gaelic. Silly headlines from past Mòds were 
attributable to journalists with too much time and too few 
ideas, and on occasion also to a lack of care by Gaels 
themselves. Happily these days are gone and Gaelic, and 
the Mòd, are now seen as professional and entertaining.

Competitor or spectator, you are guaranteed a warm 
welcome in Oban!

Following her family’s musical footsteps

Copies of our photographs 
can be ordered by contacting 

Audrey on 01631 568000

Ciorstaidh Pheutan, aged 17, who formerly attended Kilmuir Primary School on Skye won the Margaret Hill-
Boyle Memorial Trophy. Ciorstiadh is following in the footsteps of her mother, grandmother and great grand-

mother by winning at the Mòd. Her grandmother was Jenny M B Currie and was a favourite pianist at the 
events in the early part of the 20th century. Ciorstaidh now attends the City of Edinburgh music school and plays 

a number of instruments. When asked if she sings, the young musician said: ‘I’ve not really tried singing yet, 
maybe next year.’

A YOUNG Gaelic singer, who is half 
Indonesian, has been awarded 95 marks 
out of 100 for his Gaelic and was given the 
same mark by the music adjudicator for his 
solo.

Wowed judges
Sìm MacDhòmhnaill from Edinburgh, who 

has been through Gaelic Medium Education 
at Tollcross Primary School, wowed the 

competition with the prescribed song 
Tiugainn do Sgalpaigh.

When asked what he thought of his near 
perfect performance, 12-year-old Sìm 
replied: ‘I feel really, really happy.’

But when Sìm’s parents, Ian, from 
Sutherland, and Rita, from Indonesia, 

moved to Scotland from Japan nine years 
ago, the last thing on their minds was to 
teach their children Gaelic.

Ian said: ‘My grandparents spoke Gaelic 
but they were discouraged from speaking it 
at school.

‘But not long after we moved back to 
Scotland I was watching an episode of 
Speaking Our Language and decided to 
learn a bit of Gaelic myself, around the time 
Sìm was born.

‘It is nice to think that Sìm has brought 

Oban is a special venue for Sìm, as he 

ago. He also took part in clarsach and 
chanter competitions during the week.

Sìm MacDhòmhnaill with his gold badge. 07_t42mod07

Young singer is 50 per cent 
Indonesian, 95 per cent Gaelic
Almost perfect Gaelic and music marks

ing for the same age group. They shared both aggregate trophies, the Rev Archie M 
Beaton Trophy and the Heather K Moore Cup with Harris rivals Sir E Scott School. 

07_t42mod02

COMPETITORS on Mòd Tuesday were given a unique 
opportunity to be tutored by traditional music star Julie 
Fowlis as she held a singing workshop in the Corran Halls.

Julie, originally from North Uist, said: ‘So many children 
are in more than one competition so I think a lot of them 
were unable to come.

‘But the ones that did arrive did really well and were very 
enthusiastic.’

Julie said she was not performing in Oban this week but 
had come to the Mòd for the social aspect.

‘I’m just here for the enjoyment. The Mòd is a great social 
event, where you can catch up with people you have not 
seen for ages.’

SCOTTISH Natural 
Heritage is joining the push 
to encourage young people 
to use the Gaelic language 
by producing a new series 
of educational materials.

Mu Dheadhinnn features 
work sheets, games and 
colour posters for schools 
across Scotland for projects 

of  Scotland’s natural 
history through the Gaelic 
language.

The posters and worksheets 
tell the story of each species 

poems, art activities and 

even drama in both English 
and Gaelic.

Gaelic communications 

from South Uist said: ‘We 
have tried to put together 
an entertaining educational 
package which will inspire 
the children’s imagination 

around them and learn about 
the life cycles of some of 
Scotland’s species such as 
water voles, red squirrels, 
great crested newts, fungi, 
freshwater pearl mussels 
and bumblebees.’

SNH go Gaelic to put 
across natural history lesson

Mòd results on Page 18

Sir E Scott School, Harris, 
pupil Jayne Morrison won 

the girls traditional solo 

old also placed second 
in the girls’ silver medal. 

07_t42mod08

Right:
Oban’s Malcolm Clark, 
aged 15, competed in the 

solo singing at the Corran 
Halls.

Malcolm has competed in 
Mods for the last 10 years 
and helped his wee cousin 

For Malcolm’s brother, 
seven-month-old Oliver it 

Their sister Mairi, 6, from 

Unit took part in the 5 to 6 
years learner’s recitation 
of prescribed poetry and 

conversation.
04_t42mod04

Ellen MacKechnie from 
Oban took a silver medal 
in the oral competitions. 
The youngster was very 

pleased with her win. 
16-t42mod80

Samantha Parkinson, from St Columba’s School and 
sister Lisa, from Oban High School were taking part in 

oral, singing and storytelling competitions. 16-t42mod79

Young conversationalists were the talk of the town when their competition lasted 
more than two hours. The kids were happy to continue talking and show off their 

smiles. 16_t42mod87

CalMac managing direc-
tor Philip Preston, left, is 

pictured signing a three-year 
sponsorship deal to back the 

Royal National Mòd with 
An Comunn Gáidhealach 
president John Macleod.

Mr Preston said: ‘We have 
a public duty to support the 

Gaelic language, and the 
Mòd and CalMac are per-
fect partners in supporting 
Gaelic culture and heritage. 
I hope this partnership lasts 

a long time.’

CalMac
backs the
Mòd
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EU written 
in to Gaelic

Packed audience uplifted by
traditional Celtic praise

The Benderloch Boys: Angus MacColl, pipe major of Oban High School’s pipe band, 
and who won the James R Johnston Memorial Trophy, is pictured with son Angus 
junior, aged 14, who took silver in the open 13-15 age group Strathspey and Reel. 

16_t42mod04b

Hannah MacRae, aged 
11, from Lochaber High 
School in Fort William 
took gold in the hotly 

group. 16_t42mod19c

Isabelle Bain triumphed in the Salar Flaky Smoked 
Salmon Trophy for under 13 years melodeon music. It 
is the second time that this young girl from Lewis has 

won the trophy. 16_t42mod33a

tional music instructor at the music school is Deirdre MacDonald 16_t42mod30b

Gordon McCance from 
Bishopton, aged 17,  won the 
Strathspey and Reel competi-
tion 16-18 years, taking home 

the Col Murdoch MacTag-
gart Memorial Trophy. ‘I 

feel as though I have won the 
X-factor of the piping world,’ 

he said. 16_t42mod31b

Iain Mac a’ Ghobhain 
from the Isle of Tiree, 

aged 16, took silver in the 
Smith Mearns Trophy for 
Highland March, Strath-

spey and Reel 16_t42mod10

Scott McLean, Kilmartin took gold in the 16-18 years 
piping march and won the Royal Highland Fusiliers 
Cup. He also won the Dr D S MacLaggan Memorial 
Trophy for best aggregate score in piping competi-

tions C130 and C131. Fellow competitor and younger 
brother Alasdair looks on in awe. 16_t42mod02a

Ciorstaidh-Sarah Chaimbeul, Skye won the Daniel G R Burt (Chapelhall) Airdrie 

under 13 winning, for the second year, the Jenny B Currie kilt pin. 16_t42mod28

Seamus O Baoighill, Skye, junior piping 13 years won 
the The Roderick Ross, Ferintosh, Memorial Trophy on 
Saturday. The  musical young lad also plays the banjo, 

 16_t42mod29b

Fiddler Gavin Marnoch, aged 9, from Lewis takes a short break with his brother, 
solo singer Alasdair Marnoch, aged 12. 16_t42mod12

Connor Sinclair, Crieff, 
aged 13, took gold in the 
under 15 March, Strath-
spey and Reel, Connor 
has had a good season 

competing all over Argyll 
with notable successes in 
Campbeltown, Inveraray 
and Benderloch. 16_t42mod03b

Anne-Louise Stewart, 
aged 17, won the Heb-
rides Haulage Trophy 
for melodeon music in 
the under 19 category 

by playing a selection of 
traditional tunes. Anne-
Louise attends the Sgoil 
Mhic Neacail (Nicholson 

Institute). 16_t42mod34a

Winning a silver medal 
for a slow Gaelic air and 
march on piano was To-

bermory 11-year-old, Keir 
Carmichael. The young 
lad is having a very suc-

cessful year after winning 
four gold medals at Mull 

Local Mod. 16_t42mod11b

Arlene MacKechnie, aged 
10 from Strachur Primary 
School, took bronze in the 

tion. She will be competing 
again today (Thursday) 
in the Highland dancing 
competitions. 16_t42mod15b

THE LEGACY of hosting the Mòd 
in Falkirk has been ‘wide reaching 
and long lasting’ says the chairman 
of its organising committee Angus 
MacDonald.

The central-belt town hosted the 
Mòd in 2008 and despite wide ranging 
criticism about the town’s lack of 
understanding about the event it seems 
that the annual festival has left a lasting 
mark on the lowland town.

Councillor Angus MacDonald, a 
committed follower of the Mòd said: 
‘In Falkirk we had a great time. It was 
something that reminded people of 
their Scottish roots and heritage.

‘The legacy of the Mòd is that 
we are planning a Gaelic medium 

nursery, something that would have 
been unthinkable before the festival. 
The legacy is long lasting and wide 
reaching. We have encouraged many, 
many more children to take up 
traditional instruments. Some children 
have even signed up for competitions 
here in Oban. The Mòd connects us as 
Scottish people and makes us stronger. 
The festival encouraged people from 
the central belt to take a look at 
themselves and perhaps readdress who 
they were.

‘Local bars and venues say that they 
have had an increase in traditional 
musicians and bands playing in their 
venues. For instance, the evening 
events of traditional music have 

become a regular feature of some 
of the bars in town. I am not saying 
that didn’t happen before but perhaps 
because of the Mòd it is seen as 
something more acceptable.’

town would consider hosting the event 
again. He said: ‘It is a lot of work – but 
we have a dedicated and committed 
team in Falkirk. 

‘We have even been nominated 
for a national award for our work in 
promoting Gaelic and the arts festival 
that we managed to run. I am very 
proud of our work as a Mod committee. 

of money to fund it and it was worth 
every penny.’

Wide reaching legacy of Falkirk Mòd
GAELIC speakers can write 
to the European Union in 
their mother tongue and 
expect to receive a reply in 
the same language.

The memorandum of 
understanding on Scots 
Gaelic is similar to one 
signed for Welsh last July 
and despite not seeing it 
added to the EU’s list of 

allow for correspondence to 
EU bodies to be written in 
Gaelic and meetings to be 
translated into Gaelic. 

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather said: ‘I am delighted 
that the Gaelic language has 

boost with the signing of 
today’s memorandum of 
understanding and that 

European recognition. 
‘I especially pleased that 

this announcement has 
coincided with the the Mòd 
in Oban.

‘I hope that one day soon we 
may also see Gaelic accepted 

languages of the EU, of 
which there are currently 23, 
but for the moment I am sure 
that this is a measure which 
all supporters of Gaelic will 
welcome.’

James MacPherson, aged 
12, competed in the under 

accordion competitions. 
The young Oban lad  is 
also a member of Oban 
High School Pipe Band 

and was part of the ensem-
ble pipe band that played 
for the opening ceremony 

for the Mòd. 16_t42mod13a

ATLANTIS Leisure’s main 
hall was packed on Sunday 
evening for what has become 
the traditional Celtic Praise 
on the Sunday evening of 
Mòd week.

Organised this year 
in the home town of 
Christian volunteer group 
Hope 2 Oban (H2O), the 

uplifting evening’s praise 
encompassed many of the 
elements of the Mòd.

Starting with brigadier 
John Macfarlane of Taynuilt 
reading Psalm 8:4 in 
Gaelic, the evening moved 
poignantly on to a lone 
piper, Angus MacColl of 
Benderloch, playing the 

opening notes of Highland 
Cathedral before being 
joined by members of Oban 
High School Pipe Band.

The H2O band led the 
audience in singing Amazing 
Grace and from there the 
tone of the evening was well 
and truly set. As well as solo 
singing from former double 

Gold Medal winner Mary 
Catherine MacNeil of Barra 
and Oban, there were songs 
from Argyll ladies choir 
Atomic Piseag and folk 
group Clan Latharna. 

A Gaelic service was also 
held on Sunday afternoon at 
Kilmore and Kilbride Parish 
Church in Oban.

John Macfarlane, Taynuilt, reads Psalm 8:4 at the start of the Celtic Praise at Atlantis Leisure. 15_t42praise01

DON’T FORGET - Order next week’s Oban Times to be 
delivered to your home address Tel: 01631 568000



MacRae actually won
gold medal twice

Film director searches 
for young accordionists

Charity for elderly is 
looking for performers

Memorial trophy with 
Islay links goes ‘home’

Finlay Bennett, aged 
9, from North Connel, 
competed against 39 

other contestants in hotly 
contested under 13 years 

attends Lochnell Primary 
16_t42mod01

IT IS inscribed in Royal National Mòd rules that singers 
cannot win the gold medal twice but the feat was achieved 
by a well-known Kinlochleven singer who won his second 
gold medal in Oban in 1920.

Kenneth MacRae’s name is recorded in the history books 
as having won the gold medal at the Oban Mòd of 1920.

in 1913 but was stripped of the accolade after he was found 
to be under age.

However, following his 1920 success, Kenneth went on to 
have a successful professional singing career.

Inveraray man Niall Iain MacLean, whose father Neil was 
one of Kenneth’s musical peers, said: ‘Kenneth MacRae 

need for them to share the stage. People assumed they were 
rivals but they were good friends.’

Graham MacLennan from Stornoway, Sgoil Mhic 
Neacail (Nicholson Institute) played in the accordion 

16_t42mod06a

Donnie McKerral from 
Campbeltown competed in 
the novice under 13 years 
and is in  Kintyre Schools 

16_t42mod27

A CHARITY which entertains elderly people across 
Scotland is on the look-out for Gaelic speaking singers and 
instrumentalists at this year’s Mod.

Music in Hospitals is looking for musicians to perform 
either in small ensembles or as solo artists in hospitals or 
long-stay care homes.

Singer and clarsach Marie-Louise Napier entertained 
residents at Eadar Glinn Care Home on Wednesday.

The group will also have a stand on Oban’s North Pier 
during the Mod.

Biz Campbell, vice chairwoman of the Gaelic committee of Highland Council, Mary 
Jean Devon, Argyll and Bute Councillor from the Isle of Mull, Elaine Robertson, 

Oban and Lorn councillor, Hamish Fraser, Highland Council and chairman of the 
16_t42mod35

John Dick of Larbert Vil-
lage Primary School, who 
competed in the chanter 

John has been encouraged 
to take up piping since the 
Mod was held in Falkirk 

16_t42mod18b

Oban High School Pipe Band with local Mòd convenor Robin Banks at the Caledo-

is marvellous the way the Oban High School Pipe Band has developed over the past 

16_t42mod37

Sophie Campbell, 
competed in the under 13 

young musician attends 
Park Primary School in 

16_t42mod09

Hannah MacDonald from 
Bettyhill, Caithness who 

played in the junior piping 
competitions for March 

16_t42mod21

16_t42mod17b

16_t42mod17b

Author, entertainer and former Oban High schoolteacher Norman MacLean met 

Connor’s brother was seriously injured in Afghanistan and his parents were touched 

asked if he would like the auspicious role of piper – a job that has allowed him to 
16_t42mod23a

Scottish minister of culture Michael Russell, left, with Arthur Cormack, and Hugh 

16_t42mod42
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TALENTED accordionists 
at this year’s Royal National 
Mod are being sought by an 
Edinburgh casting director 
for a major Scottish feature 

Unfortunately only boys 
between aged 14 and 20 
years need apply as the part 
is for a screenplay called 
Dirt Road to Lafayette, 
written by Booker prize 
winner James Kelam and 
features a 16-year-old called 
Murdo.

The story charts his 
potential as an artist and the 
obstacles he ahs to overcome 
to realise his dream.

Described by casting 
director Orla O’Connor as 
a ‘part road movie, musical, 
part coming of age drama’ 

background of traditional 
Scots and Irish music as 
well as Acadian, Cajun, 
Bluegrass, Blues, Soul, 
Cerole and Zydeco.

‘The music is the core of 

was in Oban on Monday 
and Tuesday for auditions in 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House.

‘I am looking for a great 
young musician and also 
someone with a desire to 
act.

‘This is a fantastic 
opportunity and I would like 
to make sure that any young 
interested musician is in 
with a chance.’

Anyone who is interested 
can contact Orla by email at 
searchforaccordionplayer@
gmail.com or contact her on 
0131 553 0559

WINNING the Tom Crawford Trophy for 
under-19 area choirs was particularly special 
for at least one member of the Glasgow Islay 
Junior Gaelic Choir.

Clare Campbell from Erskine is the grand-
daughter of the late Islay man and it was the 

donated in her grandfather’s memory.
Presenting the trophy to the winning 

conductor, Port Ellen’s Jane McQueen, 

Clare’s mother Elizabeth was delighted 
to see her daughter’s choir take home the 
trophy.

Elizabeth said: ‘My father died in 1978 
and the trophy was donated in time for the 
Mòd the following year.

‘He was a keen Mòd competitors himself: 
He was runner-up in the gold medal three 
times and he and his wife Cath conducted 
the Islay senior and junior Gaelic choirs.’

08_t42mod05

08_t42mod06

Much more from the Royal National Mod next week



YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th  090 6612 4520
The week begins with Venus squaring with the powerful Pluto. 
Professional interactions need careful handling. An apparently 
innocent remark or gesture can be seen as an attempt at being 
conniving. Be conscious of how your moves are perceived. Yet your 
ruler Mars is set to pep up your activity sector no end, and for an 
extended eight months! Call now for more news and advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
The New Moon gives you a fabulous opportunity to get your life 
running more smoothly. This may not sound like very sexy stuff 
Taurus, but needs must, and if you are permanently tired or behind 
on the household chores, some changes may be required. Don’t let 
your dislike of this stop you from giving yourself an honest lifestyle 
audit and reacting to it. Call your prediction line for more…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
This is an action packed week, and all sorts of positive developments 
can unfold. And yet a personal matter - perhaps linked to romance, 
or paradoxically a business involvement, may rake up some deeply 
held feelings, ones which can surprise you. Keep yourself as busy 
as possible Gemini. A social invitation can be a particularly welcome 
diversion. Call now for your love scope in full…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
Mars moves into an area which can see you highly determined 

This can also bring a sultrier dimension to bear. And yet with both 
Mercury and Venus on the move, and clashing with Pluto, what you 
want may not correlate to what those around you favour. Some 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
Mars arrives in your sign. This may not sound particularly remarkable, 
but a Mars transit usually lasts sixty days, this one is going to last 
eight months and the energy this planet gives you, can be a real 
shot in the arm and make you far more positive and determined. 
Yet co-operation is vital to achieve your hopes, you are not an island 
Leo. Do reach out. Call me for your in-depth forecast…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd  090 6612 4525

squander any gains, you could be left feeling worse than ever. So, 
don’t be too quick to splash out on impulse purchases or to bend the 
plastic. In love, there may be strings attached to one involvement, 
the problem is they may not be obvious right away. Someone, could 

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd  090 6612 4526
Mercury gets a bigger toehold on your sign, and your ruler Venus 
arrives too. With a splendid New Moon this can be a turnaround 

So what’s the catch? There may be some sensitive strands which 
can’t really be brushed under the carpet. Sporty? You may be asked 
to join a team or club. Call now for more news and advice…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
Mars gives you more gravitas from now on, but if you’re over forceful 

There’s a lot going on behind the scenes, and you should be aware 
that not everyone will be open in challenging you. Gossip does the 
rounds, or something you have wanted to keep hush-hush can 
creep into the open. Call your prediction line for more news…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st  090 6612 4528
Get a case packed because the chances are travel is going to 
become a more frequent event. At the least, your more adventurous 
streak will surface. Friendships are stressed too, and the strongest 
of these, will play more and more of a role. But if anyone has been 
taking your generosity for granted, there could be a parting of the 
ways Sagittarius. Call your special prediction line for more advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
Someone important can take a shine to you, but don’t feel you can’t 
be yourself. If you try too hard it can get in the way. You may need 

helping a youngster. The desire to make home improvements can 
also surface. If you have spare cash, this can be where you choose 
to spend it. Call me now for more news and astral advice…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
If you are a singleton, your whole outlook to loving can change in the 
next eight months. Rather than being happy to stay friends, you can 
start to enjoy closely sharing life’s ups and downs. Settled? Things 
may get sparky and things can get said, which may be hard to hear. 
However, you are much better off knowing where you really stand 
Aquarius. Call me now for your love scope in full…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
Some group politics can creep in or a simmering attraction can 

With Mars moving, this can be the beginning of a phase when you 
can work very much harder towards your goals. Any job which is 
related to nursing, care work, retail, gardening or the food trades can 
take your fancy Pisces. Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

Albany Stores
Full Selection of Men’s, 
Women’s and Children’s 
High Quality Halloween/
Fancy Dress Costumes!
Wigs!

Large 
selection 
of Masks!
Halloween 
Goodie Bags!
Pick ‘n’ Mix!
Accessories!
Albany Street, Oban
01631 564635

Fancy That
George Street, Oban

01631 562996

Large Selection 
of Halloween 
Costumes

Masks

Wigs and 
Accessories

Halloween Themed Buffet from 6.30pm – 9.30pm
Children Welcome!    Bucking Broomstick!    Fun & Games

Ceilidh Band from 7pm – 9pm and disco with 
top DJ to be announced from 9pm till 12.30pm

Prizes for the best dressed!
FREE ENTRY!

Don’t miss out on what will be the best 
Halloween party in the West!
Get your scary face on!Lifeline Services or 

MacBrayne Drain? 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
and the Reshaping of 

Hebridean Society.

Studio Theatre, Corran halls
Talk By

Professor Donald Meek
Admission Free

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Lighting the Future 

- The Preservation of 
Lighthouse History:

Virginia Mayes Wright, Director,
Museum of Scottish Lighthouses

Saturday 24 October 
 Port Appin Hall 2.30pm

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk
 Reg. Scottish Charity No. SC029411

Performance by
Euan MacCrimmon

(Gold Medallist)
Supported by

Band
ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING HALLS

Admission – Adult: £3  Children:  Free
All proceeds go towards the 

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

CINEMA LISTINGS
Up

CERT ‘U’
Carl Fredricksen spent his entire life dreaming of exploring 
the globe and experiencing life to its fullest, but at age 78, 
life seems to have passed him by, until a twist of fate (and a 
persistent 8-year old Wilderness Explorer named Russell) 
gives him a new lease on life. Disney & Pixar takes us  on 
a thrilling journey where the unlikely pair encounter wild 
terrain, unexpected villains and jungle creatures in this ut-
terly delightful animation. Certain to appeal to audiences 
young, old and all points in between and up there with Pix-
ar’s best.

Love Happens
CERT ‘12A’

Jennifer Aniston stars  with Aaron Eckhart treading famil-
iar romantic ground.  When best-selling self-help author 
Burke Ryan (Eckhart) headlines a grief seminar in Seat-
tle during his national tour, he is beset with memories of 
his wife’s death three years earlier. After he encounters the 

expected lessons about rediscovering love and happiness. 

Fame
CERT ‘PG’

group of dancers, singers, actors, and artists over four years 
at the New York City High School of Performing Arts, 
where students from all walks of life are given a chance to 
live out their dreams and achieve real and lasting fame…
the kind that comes only from talent, dedication and hard 
work.

The Soloist
CERT ‘12A’

Robert Downey Jr. stars as LA journalist Steve Lopez, he’s 
a man  in search of a story. Thanks to a cycling accident, he 

Nathaniel Ayers, played by Jamie Foxx, who has a secret 
history as a musical prodigy. Over time, though, Lopez be-
comes more than a story; he becomes a mission. Intelligent 
and uncompromising, with knock-out performances from 
Downey Jr. and Foxx . Directed  with considerable style by 
Joe (“ATONEMENT”) Wright. 

Katyn
CERT ‘15’

of women - mothers, wifes and daughters of the Polish of-

Wajda. This is a heartfelt work of commemoration and 
accusation, focused on the cover-up of the massacre and 
its grievous consequences. Inspired by the suffering of his 
mother, Wajda brings art and heart to history in interweav-
ing strands about women awaiting their men in vain and 
children searching dangerously for the truth. Polish with 
English subtitles.

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfi eld Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Thursday 5 November > Local Producers Market

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Saturday 24 October > Gymnastics with Nikki

Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages

Classes start Saturday 24 October 12-4pm

Thursday 31 October > Halloween Party

Wide Mouth Frog, 6.30 - 9.30pm
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 5 November

1 mile along the Tralee road

LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

Get revved up for
the Rally of Scotland
THE OBAN Times have teamed 
up with the Rally of Scotland to 
provide three days of high-oc-
tane rally action for five lucky 
readers and their families.
Attracting top-class rally cars and for-
midable driving talent, the final round 
and climax of the prestigious 2009 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge is a 
must-see for any motorsport, or sport-
ing fan and an unmissable outing for 
all the family. 

Covering Stirling and Perth and Kin-
ross, over the weekend of November 
19-21, over 13 enthralling stages and 
more than 210 kilometres of com-
petitive driving distance the rally will 
showcase some of Scotland’s most 
breathtaking scenery and challenging 
terrain – pushing the drivers and their 
cars to their limit. 

The Rally of Scotland will feature two 
service parks, where the cars are 
repaired and refuelled, allowing you 
to get up close to all the action. One 
situated in the beautiful grounds of 
Blair Castle, and the other in Stirling 
city centre, offering picturesque sur-

roundings and excellent amenities 
alongside the hive of activity assured 
in such an event. Adding to the thrill 
and excitement of the occasion is the 
resurrection of classic rally stages that 
have not seen competitive action in 
nearly two decades; something rally 
fans will not want to miss.

We have teamed up with the Rally of 
Scotland to offer you the chance to 
win a pair of family passes (two adults 
and two children) to access all stages 
of the action-packed rally on Friday 
November 20 . We’ve got five family 
passes to give away in total, so make 
sure you don’t miss out! 

Visit www.rallyofscotland.com for 
more information and to buy tickets. 
You can also purchase tickets by 
calling the ticket hotline on 0844 847 
2488.

To win your tickets just answer this 
question:

Name one of the Rally of Scotland’s 
service parks.

Just fill in the box below and send it in 
to: Oban Times Ltd, Lochavullin Indus-
trial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB

Answer..............................................................................................

Name ................................................................................................

Address ............................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

Tel No. ..............................................................................................

A WEST End musical 
star, who has been 
teaching at Ballet West 
dance school, held a 
workshop in Oban for 
budding dancers.

Leanne Jones played 
lead character Tracy 
Turnblad in the Hair-
spray musical, opposite 
Michael Ball and Mel 
Smith, from October 

At the workshop at the 
Energie gym in Oban she 
demonstrated and taught 
the choreography from 
the show and gave the 
younger dancers advice 
on how to start a career 
path to the big stage, be-
fore signing pictures of 
her Hairspray character.

Leanne said: ‘I am at 
Ballet West for a week to 
teach the choreography 

and to talk about careers 
and what the dancers 
should be doing next.

‘It’s important they 
know to hang in there be-
cause the best roles don’t 
come to you straight 
away.

‘After I graduated I 
was cleaning, working in 
pubs and doing all sorts 
of jobs before I got the 
role in Hairspray.’

Speaking after the 
workshop at Energie, 
Leanne added: ‘It was 
a brilliant class tonight; 
there is obviously a lot of 
talent in Oban.

‘They were very quick 
to pick up the steps and 
were very enthusiastic. 
We had a range of ages 
tonight which is not unu-
sual because Hairspray 
appeals to all ages.’

West End star Leanne Jones, centre in white t-shirt, held a dance
 workshop at Energie gym in Oban. 08_t42hair01

‘Hang in there’ West
End star tells Oban’s
budding dancers

THE NEW session of the Oban Accordion and Fiddle 
Club got underway earlier this month in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall. Chairman Michael Garvin, Oban, 
welcomed a large audience and the evening began 
with Michael on accordion, Archie Cameron, drums, 
and Tom Adams playing keyboard.

The other accordion players for the evening were 

Tarbert, Janet Graham, Cumbernauld, and Ross 
MacPherson, Connel. On melodeon was James 
MacArthur, Oban.

The guest artiste was Alec MacAllister, Campbel-
town, on piano accordion with Fraser MacInnes, To-
bermory, on drums. The duo gave a wonderful night 
of entertainment. Michael thanked them and all the 
local players for making the evening such a success. 
The evening closed with a stramash.

Nex  month’s guest artistes are Ian Muir’s trio.

Fine night for club

Curtain up 7.30pm (Matinee @ 2.00pm on 5th)

Corran Halls Oban 
3rd - 5th December 

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

MIAH
 4 year old Staffy. Nice wee dog, is spayed,  

children and other dogs.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

No matter what your 
age, the last night of 

October is always one 
to look forward to.

Hallo’ween means kids 
and adults dressing up 

and having a great time.

What 
are you 

doing this 
Hallo’ween?

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations
www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

Cert U 101 min
FRI- WED 1.45, 4.00, 6.15, 8.30 
THURS 1.30, 3.45, 6.00, 8.15

Cert PG 100 min
DAILY 1.30

Cert 12A 109 min
FRI/SAT 3.45, 6.00, 8.15 
SUN-THURS 3.45, 6.00

From Friday 16th Ocotober For 7 days

UP
LOVE
HAPPENS

FAME
Cert 12A 109 min 
SUN, TUE, WED 8.15THE SOLOIST
Cert 12A 109 min 
MUTH FILM CLUB MON 8.15KATYN

FROM FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER FOR 7 DAYS
CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRES ASSISTANT ‘12A’

FROM WED 28TH OCTOBER FOR 9 DAYS ONLY 
THIS IS IT ‘TBC’
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Mull Lines

Sponsored by 
M.V. Lady Jayne Boat Trips
Telephone: 01680 300444
Web: www.mullcharters.com

Mull in Bloom competition has been won by a tenant 

ACHA’s chief executive Alastair MacGregor 
hands over the ACHA shield to Judith

 Donaldson of Salen. 

Vodka
impact.

cousin.’

Polish man cleared of killing friend in Islay car crash

scheme.

Solution

solution is not stopping 

Carry on camping...
...but with more care and control, urge islanders

Report by LOUISE LEE

The trilby and jacket made from cloth at Ardalanish Farm on Mull.

A FARM on Mull is at the 

Heritage

goes to show it is not about 

st

Comedian

Coastal Connection spent the 

Mull.

Committee.

posting toilets.

Because the committee now 

occasion.

Toilets

Pupils’
healthy
lesson

Slippery

• Do you have an island story? Call The 
Oban Times reporters on 01631-568000

With  Christmas creeping up on us most people are 
beginning to think of ways to celebrate with meals 
out with relatives, friends and work colleagues. 
The trouble is, if you leave it too late it’s almost 
impossible to get booked into anywhere and the 
larger the group of people involved, the harder it 
is. The fact is, booking for any Christmas related 
outing should be done when Christmas itself is but 
a dim promise on the horizon of consciousness. 
So even though its only autumn, if you want to do 
anything at all to celebrate the festive season, now 
is the time to organise it. In short, book early to 
avoid disappointment.
So  what might you wish to do? Well a celebratory 
lunch with work colleagues might be nice. Most 
pubs, hotels and restaurants will have special 
menus for just such a party. They may also have 
sample menus for you to take away so each 
member of the group can choose in advance - 
essential for large groups of diners. Be advised 
though, get each person accepting a place to 

they decide at the last minute, not to come.
An  evening celebration is very popular these 
days and again, most caterers will have special 
menus and often entertainment laid on too. The 
best venues get booked up fast however, so 
don’t delay with your booking arrangements.
If  you are planning a real party, you could 
consider hiring a hall or functions room in a 
catering or exhibition establishment. You could 
get a local publican to organise and man the 
bar and outside caterers to provide the food - a 
buffet would be ideal. 
Whatever  your celebration, how are you going 
to get there and back home? Obviously none 
of you will drink and drive, so unless there is 
an abstainer in your party prepared to do all 
the driving, it is essential you make necessary 
transport arrangements. Taxis will take small 
parties there and back but they will also need 
to be booked up well in advance to be certain of 
arriving at the venue on time, and getting home 
safely. For larger parties a mini bus or coach will 
transport you from a pick-up point and drop you 
all off at the end of the evening. Again, these 
especially will need to be booked as soon as 

If you want to be in our next Festive Party Nights 
section call Vanda on 01631 568000
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THERE is no mistaking it – just as autumn leaves 
start to fall, tinsel and cards appear on store 
shelves. Th e Christmas countdown is under way. 

With 70 days left until December 25, Th e Oban Times 
is here to help ease you into that magical time of the year. 
And as evenings darken and the air turns cold, planning 
special activities for the whole family is the ideal way to 
dissolve any winter blues and turn anxiety into excitment. 

Th ere’s nothing like standing in the midst of the Christ-
mas lights in Glasgow’s George Square to help get you into 
the atmosphere of the season. Th e offi  cial switch-on takes 
place on Sunday, November 15. Free tickets will be avail-
able from Saturday, October 17 and they will go like hot 
chestnuts roasting on an open fi re. 

But that’s just the start of the city’s Winterfest, with ice 
skating from November 21 through to January, carol sing-
ing, festive fi lms and a host of other entertainment. 

Planning a short break in the run up to Christmas is 
the perfect way to enjoy the build-up and spend quality 
time with your nearest and dearest. Taking advantage of 
special off ers and promotions means these times of auster-
ity needn’t get in the way of celebrating special occasions 
– and neither should they, life is too short. 

A trip to the panto is a favourite part of Christmas for 
many and if you are too busy to get along in the pre-Christ-
mas rush, there is a very special ticket for Oban Times read-
ers to step aboard the magic carpet to see Aladdin at the 
King’s Th eatre, Glasgow. 

Th e tickets are £10 for the top four price bands instead 
of the usual £19.50-£24.50. Th e off er is valid December 
26-31, all performances. However, this does not apply to 
tickets already purchased. Th e off er also cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other discounts, and is subject to 
availability.

Readers wanting to take up the off er must call 0844 871 
7648 or log on to www.ambassadortickets.com/glasgow 
and quote ‘Oban Times’. 

King’s panto regular Gerard Kelly will be back in his role 
of Wishee Washee, starring once again alongside Karen 
Dunbar as Widow Twankey. 

He explained what makes the theatre’s annual show so 
much a part of Christmas: ‘I honestly believe the King’s 
does panto better than anywhere else, understanding there 
should always be a mixture of the old and the new. 

‘Th is year promises to be more spectacular than ever with 
new routines and Karen and I trying to make each other 
laugh and generally behaving badly.’ 

Making his debut at the Glasgow theatre this year is Any 
Dream Will Do fi nalist, Keith Jack. Th e actor and singer 
said he was delighted to be in Glasgow during the heart of 
the festive season: ‘Th ere is no other place an actor would 
want to be at that time of year and like me, there are a lot of 
people for whom the King’s Th eatre panto is part and parcel 
of a family’s Christmas - the festive season would lose a lit-
tle magic without it. Also, to be working along side Gerard 
Kelly and Karen Dunbar is an early Christmas present in 
itself. I cannot wait!’

Its obvious children love the music, dancing and enchant-
ment of a special outing to the panto. For adults, too, it is 
an opportunity to relive that youthful wonder at silly jokes 
and bright costumes. Isn’t it funny how those who are shy 
or awkward at joining in the audience participation soon 
lose themselves in the colour and banter of traditional pan-
tomime, booing with the best of them? 

Of course a weekend away at this time of the year has so 
much to off er: time spent with family and friends; special 
treats with a meal out, theatre trip or a hotel break; the 
chance to get a head start on all that Christmas shopping.

So what are you waiting for? Pack up the winter wool-
lies, grab the kids and head off  – the magic of Christmas 
awaits you. 

Festive Weekend Breaks
A break away will light up the Christmas countdown

AND

PRESENTS

*Cannot be used in conjunction with any other discounts. 
Does not apply to tickets already purchased and is subject to availability.

SATURDAY
Accordion Open U13 
Daniel G R Burt (Airdrie) Memo-
rial Trophy 
1st Ciorstaidh-Sarah Chaimbeul  -  
Bun-sgoil Shlèite
The Daniel G R Burt ( Chapelhall) 
Airdrie Memorial Trophy.
The Smith Mearns Trophy.
Gold Badge £10 ( Smith Mearns 
Recordings)
2nd Innes MacKintosh  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair Silver Badge £5 ( Smith 
Mearns Recordings)
3rd Cameron Bennet  -  Achaleven 
Primary
Accordion Open U19
Smith Mearns Trophy 
1st Graham MacLennan  -  Sgoil 
Mhic Neacail - The Smith Mearns 
Trophy - Gold Badge £10 ( Smith 
Mearns Recordings )
2nd Iain Mac a’ Ghobhain  -  Ard-
sgoil Thiriodh Silver Badge £5  
(Smith Mearns Recordings) 
3rd Anne-Louise Stewart  -  Sgoil 
Mhic Neacail Bronze Badge £5 
(Smith Mearns Recordings) 
Bagpipes Open 13-15 
Play a Strathspey and Reel Own 
Choice
1st Connor Sinclair  -  Crieff
Gold Badge
2nd Angus J McColl  -  Oban Silver 
Badge
3rd Iain Crawford  -  Strathaven 
Academy Bronze Badge
Bagpipes Open 13-15 
Roderick Munro Quaich
1st Connor Sinclair  -  Crieff
The Roderick Munro Quaich Gold 
Badge
2nd Iain Crawford  -  Strathaven 
Academy Silver Badge 
3rd Bruce MacDonald  -  Ard-sgoil 
Phort Rìgh Bronze Badge
Bagpipes Open 16-18 
Col Murdoch MacTaggart Memo-
rial Trophy 
1st Gordon McCance  -  Bishopton 
The Col Murdoch MacTaggart 
Bowmore Memorial Trophy Gold 
Badge
2nd Scott McLean  -  Lochgilphead 
Silver Badge 
3rd David Shedden  -  Glasgow 
Bronze Badge
Bagpipes Open 16-18 
Royal Highland Fusiliers Cup 
1st Scott McLean  -  Lochgilphead 
The Royal Highland Fusiliers Cup 
Gold Badge
2nd David Shedden  -  Glasgow 
Silver Badge 
3rd Steven Leask  -  Irvine Bronze 
Badge
Bagpipes Open U13 
Roderick Ross, Ferintosh, Memo-
rial Trophy 
1st Sèumas O Baoighill  -  Isle of 
Skye - The Roderick Ross, Ferintosh, 
Memorial Trophy  - Gold Badge  
2nd Sandy Cameron  -  Spean Bridge 
Primary Silver Badge 
3rd Brìghde Chaimbeul  -  Bun-sgoil 
Shlèite Bronze Badge
Chanter Open U13 
Play a March own choice 
1st  Fergus J B MacVicar  -  Sgoil 
Chàirinis Gold Badge
2nd Sìm MacDhòmhnaill  -  Bun-
sgoil Crois na Cìse - Silver Badge 
3rd Eòghainn Peutan  -  Bun-sgoil 
Chille Mhoire - Bronze Badge
Fiddle Groups Open U19
1st Fuaim Ceòlmhor - Gold Badge  
2nd The Nicolson Fiddle Group 
- Silver Badge 
Fiddle Groups U13 
1st Fonnmhor -Gold Badge
2nd Mànranach - Silver Badge 
3rd Binneas - Bronze Badge 
Fiddle Open 13-15
Robert MacCallum Memorial Tro-

phy
1st Amy Westwell  -  Orkney - The 
Robert MacCallum Memorial Tro-
phy Gold Badge
2nd Ewan Zuckert  -  City of Edin-
burgh Music School- Silver Badge 
3rd Jayne Paterson  -  Ard-sgoil a’ 
Phluic - Bronze Badge
Fiddle Open 
Own Choice 
Sutherland Cup 
1st Erin Smith  -  Aberdeen
The Sutherland Cup £50 ( ACG )  
2nd Cairena Campbell  -  Isle of Skye 
- £25 ( ACG ) 
Fiddle Open U13
Play slow Gaelic Air and March 
Strathspey Reel 
1st  Hannah MacRae  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair - Gold Badge
2nd Sèamus O Baoighill  -  Isle of 
Skye - Silver Badge 
3rd Arlene MacKechnie  -  Strachur 
- Bronze Badge
Keyboard Open 13-18 
Play a slow Gaelic Air and March  
1st  Ewan Zuckert  -  City of Edin-
burgh Music School- Gold Badge  
2nd Lisa Marie Parkinson- Silver 
Badge
3rd Pàdruig J P Moireasdan  -  Sgoil 
Lionacleit - Bronze Badge 
Keyboard Open U13 
Play slow Gaelic Air and March 
own choice 
1st  Eilidh MacAlpine  -  Sgoil Mhic 
Neacail - Gold Badge
2nd Isabelle Bain  -  Còisir Og a’ 
Bhac - Silver Badge 
Melodeon Open U13
Salar Flaky Smoked Salmon Tro-
phy
1st Isabelle Bain  -  Còisir Og a’ 
Bhac - Salar Flaky Smoked Salmon 
Trophy Gold Badge
Voucher for side of Salar Smoked 
Salmon
2nd Màiri MacLennan  -  Còisir Og 
a’ Bhac Silver Badge 

3rd Emily Jane Currie  -  Còisir Og 
a’ Bhac Bronze Badge  
Melodeon Open U19 
Hebrides Haulage Trophy 
1st Anne-Louise Stewart  -  Sgoil 
Mhic Neacail
Hebrides Haulage Trophy Gold 
Badge
2nd Alexander Maciver  -  Carloway 
Silver Badge 
3rd= Annabel MacLennan  -  Còisir 
Og a’ Bhac Bronze Badge  
3rd=  Daisy Nash  -  Sgoil Mhic 
Neacail Bronze Badge 
Piano Open 13-18 
Play a slow Gaelic Air and March 
1st Ciorstaidh Pheutan  -   Kilmuir
The Margaret Hill-Boyle Memorial 
Trophy Gold Badge  
2nd Robert Robertson  -  Ard Sgoil 
Lochabair- Silver Badge 
3rd Christina L MacLeod  -  Ard 
Sgoil Mhic Neacail
Bronze Badge
Piano Open U13
Jenny M B Currie Kilt Pin 
1st Brìghde Chaimbeul  -  Bun-sgoil 
Shlèite
Jenny M B Currie Kilt Pin
Gold Badge
2nd Keir Carmichael  -  Tobermory 
- Silver Badge 
3rd Finlay Sinclair  -  Ard-sgoil an 
Obai - Bronze Badge
Piping
Hornpipe and Jig 
1st  Angus D MacColl  -  Oban £100 
( ACG )  
2nd Pipe Major Gordon Walker  -  
Ayrshire £75 ( ACG ) 
3rd Gavin Ferguson  -  Glasgow 
£50 ( ACG ) 
Piping Ceòl Beag 
The John T MacRae Cup 
1st Pipe Major Gordon Walker  
-  Ayrshire
The John T MacRae Cup - £100 ( 
ACG )
2nd Angus D McColl  -  Oban £75 
( ACG ) 
3rd Euan MacCrimmon  -  Inverness 
£50 (ACG ) 
The Sheelah J Nicol Memorial Tro-
phy and £50 ( ACG ) for the highest 
aggregate marks in competitions 
B360 and B361.
Shared by Angus D MacColl and PM 
Gordon Walker 
Piping Ceòl Mòr 
James R Johnston Memorial Tro-
phy
1st Angus D MacColl  -  Oban - The 
James R Johnston Memorial Trophy 
£150 ( ACG )  
2nd Pipe Major Gordon Walker  -  
Ayrshire £100 ( ACG ) 
3rd Euan MacCrimmon  -  Inverness 
£75 ( ACG ) 
Fiddle Open 
Own Choice 
Sutherland Cup 
1st Erin Smith  -  Aberdeen
The Sutherland Cup £50 ( ACG )  
2nd Cairena Campbell  -  Isle of Skye 
£25 ( ACG ) 
MONDAY
Action Song Open U13 
Song with actions
1st  Bun-sgoil Phort-Rìgh - Gold 
Badge
2nd Clann Throdairnis - Silver 
Badge
3rd Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile
Bronze Badge 
Choral 2 Part Harmony 
Learner U13
Caledonian MacBrayne Trophy 
1st Còisir Creag an Fhithich
2nd Còisir Og Lochabair 
3rd Còisir Og Bun-sgoil Bruach na 
Muilne
Choral 2 Part Harmony 
Learner U19 
Tom Crawford Trophy 
1st Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic 
Choir
2nd Falkirk Junior Gaelic Choir 
3rd Còisir Og Dhailriata
East Kilbride District Council , East 
Kilbride Highlanders Association 
Trophy, Donald Memorial Memorial 
Award £15, Iain Thomson Memorial 
Trophy  and £100, Alasdair MacNeil 
(North Berwick) Trophy for Gaelic 
and for highest aggregate marks in 

Competitions C173,C174,C175.
Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic Choir 
Jean Walker Memorial Trophy for 
Music- Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic 
Choir
Choral Puirt-a-beul 
Learner 13-18 
Donald D MacIsaac Trophy 
1st Còisir Ard-sgoil an Obain
2nd Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile  
The Hugh MacPhee Trophy for 
the highest marks in competitions 
C113,C114,C115. 
Còisir Ard-sgoil an Obain 
The Donald Morrison Memorial 
Award for the highest marks in 
learner choral competitions. 
Còisir Ard-sgoil an Obain

Royal
National Mòd 
2009
Results

Kevin Cameron from 
Lochaber who was com-
peting in the under 13 

Fiddle Music competition. 
16_t42mod43

Brother and sisters Bruce 
and Rowan Macdonald 
from Portree competed 

in the piping and chanter 
competition, respectively. 
Bruce came third in the 
Roderick Munro Quaich 

piping competition for 13-
15 year olds. 16_t42mod22

Alasdair Currie, aged 13, 
from Ballygrant, Islay, 

competed in the boys solo 
competitions for 13-15 

year olds. 08_t42mod03

time in more than a decade. 08_t42mod13

1st Fuaim Ghlaschu
The Allan Thomas Mitchell Trophy
£100 (Donated by the Mitchell 
family)
2nd Clann Strath Ailein
3rd Oidhche Chiadain
Original Drama Open U13 
Donald MacDonald Memorial Tro-
phy
1st   Còisir Og a’ Bhac 
2nd Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile
3rd Bun-sgoil Phort-Rìgh
Poetry Recitation Learner 11-12 
Recite prescribed poem 
1st  Andrew MacNeil  -  Bowmore 
Primary
2nd Sophia MacKay  -  Bun-sgoil 
Steòrnabhaigh

Poetry Recitation Learner 7-8
Rotary Club Falkirk Trophy 
1st  Jessica Gow  -  Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu
2nd Kayla Woodrow  -  Bowmore 
Primary
3rd Ryan Johnston  -  Bowmore 
Primary
Poetry Recitation Learner 9-10
The Cowal Trophy 
1st  Mairead Elizabeth MacSween  
-  Royal School of Dunkeld
2nd Rhianna Hayes  -  Bowmore 
Primary
3rd Laura Woodrow  -  Bowmore 
Primary
Reading Prose Learner 13-15 
Reading prose chosen by adjudica-
tor
1st  Gillian MacKechnie  -  Ard-sgoil 
an Obain
2nd Danielle Martin  -  Ard-sgoil 
an Obain
Silver Medal Learner 13-15 Boys 
James C McPhee Memorial Medal 
1st Robert Robertson  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
2nd Ruaraidh MacKinnon  -  Ard-
sgoil Ile
3rd Alasdair Currie  -   Islay
Solo Singing Learner 13-15 Girls 
James C McPhee Memorial Medal 
1st Kirsty Watt  -  Sgoil Mhic 
Neacail
2nd Laura Davies  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
3rd Rhiannon Cameron  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
The Alexander Hamilton Trophy 
for the highest marks in Gaelic in 
competitions C102 and C103.
Kirsty Watt  -  Sgoil Mhic Neacail 
Solo Singing Learner 5-6 
Joan Campbell Memorial Trophy 
1st Abigail Cavanagh  -  Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu
2nd Lachlan Kennedy  -  Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu 
3rd Rachael Johnstone  -  Bun-sgoil 
Steòrnabhaigh
Solo Singing Learner 7-8 
Hugh MacIntyre Memorial Trophy 
1st  Brodie Carmichael  -  Ard-sgoil 
Thobar-Mhoire
2nd Kirsty Thomson  -  Sgoil Ghàidh-
lig Ghlaschu
3rd Isobel Ferguson  -  Keills Primary 
School
Solo Singing Learner Boys 11-12 
1st  Fergus Munro  -  Còisir Og 
Lochabair - Dunoon Observer & 
Argyllshire Standard Medal  
2nd Hugh Morrison  -  Sgoil Sir 
E Scott 
3rd Michael Mallinder MacLeod   -   
Falkirk Junior Gaelic Choir 
Solo Singing Learner Boys 9-10 
Dr Archie MacKinnon Memorial 
Trophy 
1st  Jonathon Fairgrieve  -  Còisir 
Og an Rubha

Choral Puirt-a-beul Learner U13 
Oliver Campbell MBE Trophy 
1st Port Ellen School Gaelic Choir
The Oliver Campbell MBE Trophy
The MacIntyre Cup 
2nd Bowmore Primary School 
Gaelic Choir
3rd Còisir Og Lochabair 
£20 ( Donald Morrison Memo-
rial Award) for the highest marks in 
Learners’ choral competitions.
Còisir Og Lochabair 
Choral Puirt-a-beul Learner U19 
Martin Wilson North Berwick Tro-
phy
1st Còisir Og Dhailriata
2nd Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic 
Choir
3rd Falkirk Junior Gaelic Choir 
Choral Unison Learner 13-18 
Rhona MacVicar Trophy 
1st Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile
2nd Còisir Ard-Sgoil an Obain
The Dougal Campbell Cowen (Oban) 
Trophy for the highest marks in 
Gaelic.
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile 
Choral Unison Learner U13 
Donald & Maimie MacPhail Tro-
phy
1st Còisir Og Lochabair

2nd Còisir Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige
3rd Còisir Ghàidhlig Bun-sgoil 
Steòrnabhaigh
The Darlington Society Silver Ju-
bilee Trophy for the highest marks 
in Gaelic.
Còisir Og Lochabair 
 The Morag Robb Memorial Trophy 
for the highest marks in Music.
Còisir Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige 
Choral Unison Learner U19
Queen Elizabeth 1937 Coronation 
Trophy 
1st Còisir Og Dhailriata
2nd Còisir Og Ghàidhlig Ile
3rd= Falkirk Junior Gaelic Choir
3rd= Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic 

Choir
Choral Unison Rural Primary 
Badenoch & Strathspey Area Tro-
phy
1st  Còisir Og Thobar-Mhoire
2nd  Còisir Og Throdairnis 
3rd=  Còisir Og Ath-Tharracail 
3rd=  Port Ellen School
Conversation Learner 5-6 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Silver Medal 

Medium
2nd Rhiannon Kilpatrick  -  Bun-
sgoil Chondobhrait

Conversation Learner 7-8  
1st  Sam Gordon  -  Bun-sgoil Chon-
dobhrait - Gold Badge
 2nd Murdo Paterson  -  Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait - Silver Badge 
Duet Learner 13-15 
Donald Ross Memorial Trophy 
1st Josie Duncan & Kirsty Watt  -  
Sgoil Mhic Neacail
2nd Eva & Kara Edgar  -  Isle of 
Lewis - Silver Badge 
3rd Niamh McKaveney & Erin An-
drews  -  Tarbert Academy - Bronze 
Badge
Duet Learner 16-18 
David C B Maitland Memorial 
Trophy 
1st Sarah Cairns & Roisin Turner  
-  Lochgilphead
2nd Alice Lister & Eildih Campbell  
-  Lochgilphead High 
3rd Katy McAdam & Georgina Dury  
-  Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile
Duet Learner U13 
Description: Dr Angus MacTavish 
Memorial Trophy 
1st Hannah Gillies & Laura Woodrow  
-  Bowmore Primary
2nd Emma MacFarlane & Niamh 
Heggarty  -  Tarbert Academy
3rd Natalie Dunn & Zoe Wells  -  
Bowmore Primary 
Folk Groups Open U13 
2 songs own choice 
1st Na Rionnagan
2nd= Bowmore Primary Folk 
Group
2nd= Na Liosaich
3rd Ceòl is Gàire 
Folk Groups Open U19
Allan Thomas Mitchell Trophy 

3rd Hannah MacRae  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
Poetry Recitation Learner 13-15 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Silver Medal 
1st Màiri Sandison  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
2nd Màiri Beaton  -  Ard-sgoil an 
Obain
3rd Iona A Cairns  -  Dunoon Gram-
mar School
The Flora H Kennedy Shield for the 
highest marks in C99 and C100.
Màiri Sandison  -  Ard-sgoil 
Lochabair
Poetry Recitation Learner 5-6 
Phemie Wilson Memorial Trophy 
1st Duncan MacKenzie  -  Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu
2nd Breda MacKinnon  -  Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu
3rd Kathryn Dow  -  Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu

2nd John Duncan Clark  -  Ardgour 
Primary School
Solo Singing Learner Girls 11-12
Ronald MacEachen Memorial Cup 
1st  Molly Francis  -  Lochgilphead 
Primary
2nd Hannah MacRae  -  Lochyside 
Primary
3rd Emma MacFarlane  -  Tarbert 
Academy
Solo Singing Learner Girls 9-10
Mrs Roderick B Munro Trophy 
1st Catherine Watchman  -  Còisir 
Og Lochabair
2nd Hannah Calder  -  Còisir Og 
Lochabair
3rd Katie MacFarlane  -  Falkirk 
Junior Gaelic Choir
Solo Singing Open U19 
Skelmorlie Highlanders Association 
Quaich
1st Eilidh NicCarmaig  -  Ard-sgoil 
Phort Righ
2nd Kim NicDhòmhnaill  -  Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu 
3rd Eilidh Munro  -  Glasgow Islay 
Junior Gaelic Choir 
Traditional Learner 16-18 Boys/
Girls
Provost of Falkirk Medal 
1st  Katy McAdam  -  Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile 
2nd Georgina Durie  -  Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile
More results nect week

Còisir Òg Throdairnis, Skye, were second in the primary unison competition. 
08_t42mod17

A grandmother was 
jumping with joy in 

Daliburgh, South Uist on 
Monday when her grand-
son, Duncan MacKenzie 
won the Phemie Wilson 

Memorial Trophy. Despite 
not being able to attend 
the competitions herself, 
Morag Walker sent her 

sister Mary Graham to the 
competition.16_t42mod68

Christmas
Shopping in 
Glasgow

£99 per room per 
night for 2 people, 
includes Dinner, a 
bottle of wine per 
couple in our Bar MC 
& Grill and breakfast 
in the morning.

129 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 2SZ

Tel: 0141 221 6789 
Web: www.abodehotels.co.uk/www.michaelcaines.com

Email: reservationsglasgow@abodehotels.co.uk
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Council cover up?
A MIX-UP with a batch of district 
council diaries presented a councillor 
with the chance of a quip that proved 
too good to resist.

Argyll and Bute District Council 
received 250 information diaries for 
in-house distribution, last week, which 
were supposed to have the council’s 
name across the front.

But 24 of them had Gordon District 
Council on the front instead. And 
on receipt of his unusual 1995 diary 
– which had details of Argyll and 
Bute on the inside – Councillor Archie 
McCallum, Kintyre South, was heard 
to say: ‘These diaries are personalised, 
I’ve got Gordon’s.’
Hotelier made a Freeman 
of London
A MID ARGYLL hotelier joined a 
distinguished roll of honour recently 
when he was granted the Freedom of 
the City of London.

Mr Nick Ryan, proprietor of the 
Crinan Hotel, received the 14th century
honour at a prestigious ceremony in the 
Lord Chamberlain’s Court.

This honour follows the announcement 
in May that he was elected a Master 
Innholder and Fellow of the Hotel 
Catering and Institutional Management 
Association.

Prior to receiving the Freedom of 
London, he attended the Innkeepers 
Court where he was interviewed by 
members of the Worshipful Company 
of Innholders, a body committed to 
attaining the highest international 
standards. Mr Ryan is uncertain who is 
responsible for recommending him for 
the honour.

Over the years the Crinan Hotel 

standards held by the proprietor and 
staff.
Argyll under siege
ARGYLL was under attack last week 
when more than 1,750 armed soldiers 
took part in the largest territorial army 
exercise in six years.

nd

Lowland Volunteers who took part in 
the exercise called Bonnie Dundee 

episode of the week long exercise that 
began in Tayside.

Troops, supported by many other 
logistic units, including the recently 
formed 74 Independent Field Squadron 
Royal Engineers from Bangor in 
Northern Ireland, were ferried across 
Loch Fyne by assault craft to Ardcastle 
Wood, near Lochgair, where they 

assault into Kintyre.
The three-phase exercise was heralded 

a success by Brigadier Johnny Wardel, 
52 Lowland Brigade, Edinburgh Castle 
HQ, who said that it displayed extremely 
competent professional soldiering. 
‘It tested the men and women taking 
part and it is very satisfying to see 
such determination and enthusiasm. In 
exercises like this it is vital that every 
piece of the jigsaw gels.’

The scenario was that a few pockets 
of Pictish resistance following civil war 
three years ago, remained in the area 
and these were to be eliminated.

The Picts however, had indulged 
in ethnic cleansing and a number of 
refugees and other minorities had to be 
moved to safe areas. The royal marines 
played the enemy during the exercise. 

What makes Invergarry 
special for you?

Invergarry is a very close 
community. Everyone 
helps each other. No 
matter what goes wrong 
there is always someone 
there you can rely on.
Does Invergarry have an 
interesting history?

Invergarry has a lot of 
history. King Edward 
was here, and it is well 
chronicled that the poet 
Robert Burns stayed 
here.
How would you describe 
the village to someone 
who has never been 
there?

It is a sleepy picturesque 
village in winter 
surrounded by trees and 
hills, but it comes alive 
in spring when you see 
more walkers about and 
canoeists in the River 
Garry. The Garry runs 
through the village and is 
a powerful river in spate.

Flowing into Loch 
Oich, it used to be a 
good, early season 
salmon river. Apart from 

the summer months, it is 
a quiet, peaceful place to 
live and has retained a lot 
of its original character.
Were you born in the 

Patricia Buswell, above, works in the Glengarry 
Heritage Centre, and tells The Oban Times what 

living in Invergarry means to her. 10_f36garry06

village? How long have 
you lived there?

I was not born in 
Invergarry. My husband 
and I moved up here in 
1989. We ran a B&B and 

also mini tours. We later 
took over the running of 
the local petrol station 
until BP sold it to Gleaner 
Fuels. Now I help to run 
the heritage centre which 

I enjoy very much. I love 
to tell people what to do 
and see, as I love anything 
to do with history.
How much has 
Invergarry changed 
since you were a child or 
moved to the village?

Invergarry has not 
changed much, except 
having a new community 
hall built when the other 
one fell down.
Do you have a favourite 

place or building in In-
vergarry?

There are many places 
and buildings I enjoy, but 
if I had to choose it would 
be Glengarry Castle and 
Glengarry Castle Hotel.
Do you have a favourite 
time of year in the vil-
lage?

My favourite time has to 
be autumn when the trees 
are changing colour. The 
season makes it a paradise 

for photographers.
What do visitors like 
about Invergarry?

I would have to say 
calling in at the heritage 
centre and cafe. There 
people can learn about 
their ancestry.
Is there anybody famous 
from the village?

The only person I can 
think about is Angus 
Grant who played the 

The bridge over the 
River Garry.

10_f39garry03

Invergarry
Parish Church. 

10_f39garry06

10_f39garry02

plinth in London’s Trafalgar Square by reading The Oban Times. 
Picture Courtesy of Sky Arts.

GP and The Oban Times make art
A KILLIN GP is one 2,400 people 
who has – or will be – part of an 
unusual art installation in London’s 
Trafalgar Square.

Dr David Syme recently took 
a turn in the One & Other live 
artwork sculpture created by 
Antony Gormley on the fourth, 
empty plinth in Trafalgar Square 
and took The Oban Times with him 
as reading material.

‘I wanted to do something Scottish, 
in a way,’ said Dr Syme, who wore 

had Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain 
playing out over speakers from his 
iPod.

‘I took The Oban Times and the 
Killin News with me,’ he said. ‘I 
had read about it coming up ages 
ago, where for 100 days 24 people a 
day would stand on the plinth for an 
hour and it sounded like the chance 
to do something that you wouldn’t 
ever get to do again.’

Kilt
Trafalgar Square being a popular 

tourist destination, Dr Syme had 
quite a few people asking what he 
was doing standing on the plinth as 
well as the inevitable question of 
what he was wearing under his kilt.

‘I told them I wouldn’t give out the 
answer unless they had strangled a 
haggis with their bare hands.

‘They also wanted to know if I had 
any whisky in my Irn Bru bottle, 
but you aren’t allowed to take an 
alcohol on to the plinth.

‘It was a great experience and 
having done it once it would be 
good to do it again; I would have 

the music a bit louder.’
Dr Syme is not unknown in Killin, 

where he has been a GP for 28 years, 
for his exploits including the odd-
beard shave for charity and taking 
part in the Artemis Great Kindrochit 
Quadrathon, which involves 
swimming, walking seven Munros, 
kayaking and cycling in and around 
Loch Tay.

The idea behind the human 
sculptures, which anyone can apply 
to be, is that they will become 
‘an image of themselves and a 

representation of the whole of 
humanity’.

The fourth plinth, managed by the 

in 1841 to display an equestrian 
sculpture but a lack of funds left it 
empty and it has been used since for 
a number of temporary displays.

One & Other is commissioned by 
the Mayor of London. Watch all the 
action live from the plinth every 
Friday  at 7pm on Sky Arts 1/HD. 

See Dr Syme at www.obantimes.
co.uk and click on video.

Vallay House on North Uist has been surveyed by RCAHMS.

A TEAM from the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments 
of Scotland (RCAHMS) has 
visited the tidal island of 
Vallay in North Uist to make 
an up-to-date record of the 
main buildings there.

The team, led by survey and 
recording operational manager 
Alan Leith, worked on Erskine 
Beveridge’s Vallay House, 
the Tacksman’s House, and 
the farmhouse known as the 
Chamberlain’s House. 

Mr Leith said: ‘Our visit came 
on the back of the Erskine 
Beveridge exhibition and book 
of his photographs launched 
at Taigh Chearsabhagh arts 
centre this summer. Our 
head of collections, Lesley 
Ferguson, was behind this, and 
it has proved very popular. As 
a result we realised there was 
a need to update our records 
of Vallay House and the other 
buildings on the island.’

The team made detailed plans 
and a photographic record of 
Vallay House, albeit limited 
in their access by the parlous 
state of the building.

Mr Leith said: ‘The roof is 

it’s pretty derelict. We could 

and couldn’t get access to 
some of the rooms because of 
the dangerous conditions, but 
the details we have recorded, 
with interior and exterior 

photographs, all add to our 
knowledge.’

The team also made detailed 
plans of the 1727 Tacksman’s 
House. Mr Leith said: ‘The 
house has history. The entrance 
has been moved from the south 
to the north, and there have 

last use was as a laundry, and 
a school.’

The Chamberlain’s House is 
a big 1870s farmhouse, which 
Mr Leith describes as typical of 
its time, with a large entrance 
lobby and central staircase. 

Mr Leith said the purpose 
of the RCAHMS visit was 

simply to record the buildings 
and to place the information 
in the public archive. A 
copy of the survey will also 
be made available in Taigh 
Chearsabhagh.

The Erskine Beveridge 
photographic exhibition is now 
on display at Eden Court 

North Uist island’s buildings recorded

The Eagle Barge
Fully Licensed pub & restaurant specialising in 

Seafood evening meals.

Lunch Time 
Snacks & Kids 
meals available

Dogs welcome!

To book call: 

01320 341210

TOMDOUN
HOTEL

Enjoy a warm Highland welcome 
with great company and great food 

served all day.
Tel. 01809 511218

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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M
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NEAK
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P
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UMBR
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USSIA
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N

AER
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RS

C
20

ROWFOOTS
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USS

DOBHLE

W
22

EIRDOE
23

QUATE

RNTRTS

Across
1 Cashless deal (4)
3 East African republic (8)
9 Monstrous (7)
10 Agave fibre (5)
11 Stopped at the side of another car (6-6)
13 Glitter (6)
15 Weightlifting maneuver (6)
17 City on the Delaware river (12)
20 Kiwano is a horned one (5)
21 It's root is used as a tonic (7)
22 Mockery (8)
23 Twofold (4)

Down
1 Plan of procedure (8)
2 "Farewell, mon ami" (5)
4 A long coat (6)
5 Dusting all over (12)
6 Hair-raising (7)
7 Ticking over (4)
8 Light inhibitors (6,6)
12 Fragments of shell (8)
14 An academic (7)
16 Slowly (6)
18 Japanese verse (5)
19 During (4)
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DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 166 weaned 
calves and store cattle, 55 
breeding cattle and 25 Over 
30 Months cattle at Portree 
on Monday when there was 
an excellent demand for all 
classes with spring born 
calves particularly dear.

Bullocks averaged 190.4p 
and sold to 274.3p per kg for 
a 175kg Charolais cross from 
3 Ardmore, Waternish and 
£755 for 510kg Simmental 
cross from 14 Linicro, 
Portree.

Heifers averaged 184.2p 
and sold to 288.5p per kg for 
a pen of 130kg Simmentals 
from 9 Kingsburgh, Snizort 
and £810 for a 530kg 
Aberdeen Angus cross from 
5/6 Sheader, Uig.

In-calf heifers sold to 
£1020 for a Shorthorn cross 
from 1 Herbusta, Kilmuir.

In-calf cows sold to £1000 
twice for a Limousin cross 
from 13 Flodigarry, Portree 
and a Limousin cross from 
12 Upper Edinbane, Portree.

Cows with calves at foot 
sold to £920 for a Limousin 
cow with male calf from 2 

Bulls sold to £720 for a 
Charolais from Glendale 
Estate, Dunvegan.

OTM cows sold to 100p 
per kg twice for a 660kg 
Limousin cross from 1 
Holoman Park, Isle of Raasay, 
and a 650kg Limousin cross 
from Raasay Home Farm, 
Isle of Raasay, and £810 for 
an 860kg Limousin cross 
from 4 Bay, Waternish. 

Kingsburgh 
Simmental
heifers sell 
to 288.5p 
per kilo at 
Portree

UNITED Auctions had 
forward 1,800 suckled 
calves at their show and sale 
at Stirling on Monday, plus 
3,291 breeding sheep.

Bullocks averaged 209.8p 
per kilo and sold  to 270.6p 
per kg for a 194kg Charolais 
cross from Ballygroggan and 
£900 for a 654kg Charolias 
cross from Threipland

Heifers averaged 196.1p 
per kilo and sold to 268.4p 
per kg for a 188kg Charolais 
cross from Ballygroggan and 
£840 for a 388kg Simmental 
cross from Nuide.

The show champion was 
a Charolais cross from 
Messrs Semple, Dippen 
Carradale, with the reserve, 
a Limousin from McGregor, 

Mule gimmers from 
Killearn Home Farm sold 
to £118 with Texel cross 
gimmers from Holton to 
£104 and £100 for Cheviot 
cross gimmers from the 
same home.

Mule ewe lambs from 
Glenfernate sold to £78.
Prize List
Charolais bullocks
1 Mr Semple, Dippen
2Mr Armour, High Tirfergus
3Mr Armour, High Tirfergus
Charolais Heifers
1 Mr Semple, Dippen
2Mr Semple, Dippen
3 Mr Semple, Dippen
Limousin bullock
1 M/s McDiarmid, Ben 
Lawers

3 Grove Farms
Limousin heifer

3 M/s McDiarmid, 
BenLawers
Any Other Breed 
Bullock
1Mr Warnock, Mid Shawton
2Mr Warnock, Mid Shawton
3Mr Warnock, Mid Shawton
Pen of Four
1 M/s MacDonald, Ardoch
2 Mr Semple, Dippen
3 Mr McGregor, Saddlebank
Champion
Mr Semple, Dippen
Reserve Champion 
Mr McMcGregor, 

Dippen
Charolais
is Stirling 
champion

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd., sold 2,000 store 
sheep of all classes at Fort 
William last Thursday when 
all classes continued to 

Lambs averaged £29.99 
per head and sold to £50 
for Cheviots from Annbank, 
Kilchoan.

Ewes sold to £55 for Crosses 
from 2 Achnaphubuil, Fort 
William.

Feeding sheep sold to £37 
twice for a Blackface wedder 
from Fersit, Roy Bridge, 
and a Lleyn wedder from 
Craigard Cottage, Langal.

Rams sold to £150 gross for 
a Cheviot from Annbank.

Lamb trade 
remains

William

DALMALLY’S all-new 
mart saw a sale total of over 
half a million pounds at its 
annual ram sale.

Blackface breeders from 
Crieff dominated the sale 
with Mary McCall-Smith of 
Connachan leading the trade 
at £44,000 while Ian Hunter, 
Dalchirla grossed nearly 35 
per cent of the takings with 
the 53 shearlings and 12 ram 
lambs he sold on the day, 
bringing in £158,240 out of 
a sale total of £524,568.

Average prices were 
well up on the year which 

prime and store rings in 
2009.

Selling to an average of 
£732 were 570 shearlings, 
against £479.51 for 30 fewer 
animals last year. 

Up over £36 on last year 
were the 172 ram lambs at 
the sale, with only 162 sold 
last year. 

United Auctions has 
recently invested over 
£250,000 in new penning 
arrangements and a new sale 
ring and it was an excellent 
start for the new look market 

by Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGrigor.

The sale topper was a 

shearling from Ms McCall-
Smith’s 1,100-strong 

Connachan Highland 
Storm.

Ms McCall-Smith retained 
a quarter share of the ram 
with the remaining 75 per 
cent shared equally by Mr 
Hunter, Ewen MacMillan, of 
The Lurg, Fintry, Glasgow, 
John Harkin, of Loughash 
Road, Dunamanagh, Co 
Tyrone, Northern Ireland, 
and Jim Kay, of the Gass, 
Straiton, Ayr.

Leading for Mr Hunter 
at £26,000 was a shearling 
by a £28,000 Midlock and 
two other shearlings off 
Mourinho, sold at £12,000. 

Ram lambs also did well 
at Dalmally with two lambs 
selling to £9,000.

Elmscleugh sold to £9,000 
while Ian Hunter took the 
same amount for a son of a 
£14,000 Elmscleugh.

Mr Hunter, Dalchirla 
also donated a lamb to raise 
funds for the cancer charity 
Clic Sargent, the donation 
raised £2,400.

Leading averages at 

number sold, top price, 
average):

Shearlings
Connachan, 10, 344,000, 
£4,865; Elmscleugh, eight, 
£14,000, 32, 581.25; 
Dalchirla, 53, £26,000, 
£2,281.13; Pole, 13, £8,500, 
£2,200; Lurg, eight, £9,000, 
£11,591.25; Auchloy, 
11, £10,000, £1,481.81; 
Glenrath, seven, £3,000, 
£1114.28; Auldhouseburn, 
three, £1,600, £1,100; 
Sidlaw, four, 32,500, 
£808.33; Dyke, 11, 33,800, 
£722.73; Balliemeanoch, 
seven, £1,500, £714.28; 
Nunnerie, 11, £3,800, 
£704.54; Midlock, 14, 
£1,300, £682.14; Kilbride 
and Cowburn, 10, £1,100, 
£560; East Bracklinn 
(three aged), £1,100, 
£550; Cladich, 15, £2,000, 
£463.33; Merkins, eight, 
£850, £493.75; Pirnataton, 
four, £700, £425.
Ram lambs
Dalchirla, 12, £9,000, 
£3,112.50; Auldhouseburn, 
four, £3,700, £2,075; 
Elmscleugh, nine, £9,000, 
£1,827.77; Midlock, eight, 
£1,800, £775; Connachan, 
three, £900, £533.33; 
Nunnerie, three, £1,000, 

£476; Pirntaton, three, £600, 
£466.66.

UNITED Auctions marked the completion 
of upgraded facilities at Dalmally mart 
when Highland and islands MSP Jamie 
McGrigor ‘launched’ the newly refurbished 
facility immediately before the Blackface 
Ram Sale on Saturday.

£250,000 upgrade
The £250,000 of improvements, which 

were completed this month, include 
replacing the entire pennage area with steel 
pens - including a new livestock auction 
ring - and resurfacing the concrete as well as 
upgrading the washing system and installing 
electronic display equipment.

 The upgrade improves health and safety, 
bio-security and animal health and welfare.

 Dalmally auction mart is an important 
seasonal centre for hill sheep and cattle and 
supports around 50 jobs. It also provides 
an essential facility for marketing stock 
from the islands, which is supplemented by 
facilities at Oban, including livestock trailers 
to ferry animals to and from the islands and 
an overnight lairage shed for animals being 
transported to the Dalmally sales.

 Jamie McGrigor, who as local farmer 
uses the mart himself,  said: ‘My family 
has been using Dalmally market since 1956 

market - it is an institution to people in the 

area where it also plays an important social 
role as a place to do business, often not 
connected with the sale of the day. 

‘It is a place where breeders meet fatteners, 
farmers meet hauliers and it provides a 
general meeting point on Saturdays during 
sale periods.

‘The market has always overcome the 
hurdles put in its path by governments 
and EU Commissioners and I have great 

of United Auctions and those who provide 
the stock so that further generations may 
continue to use this vibrant market in what 
is undoubtedly the most picturesque setting 
of any market in Scotland.’

 Another supporter of the market Minister 
for Enterprise, Energy and Tourism and 
SNP MSP for Argyll and Bute Jim Mather. 

to agriculture in the West of Scotland and 

the future prospects of the industry.’
Donald Morrison, area managing director 

for Argyll and the Islands said: ‘The 
Dalmally market provides an essential 
link in marketing livestock in the West of 

Oban and the markets on the Islands of 
South Uist, Tiree and Islay.’

MSP officially opens 
refurbished market at Dalmally

Blackface
ram trade 
hits £44,000 
at Dalmally

EUROPEAN breeders made 
up a large proportion of the 
enthusiasts at the 112th 
annual autumn show of The 
Highland Cattle Society at 
Oban Livestock Centre on 
Sunday.

A large crowd gathered 
to see the 167 entries 
judged by Hugh MacPhail 
of Calachally Farm, Salen, 
Mull.

Taking the female 
championship was Malda 
1st of Sunnyside, a three-
year-old by Marloch Dubh 
of Rannoch out of Malda 
Dubh 16th of Rigg, in calf 
to Jacobite of Benmore.

Owners Robert and 
Margaret Weir of Sunnyside, 
Lanark, were ‘delighted’ 
with the result from the 

especially as they do very 
little showing.

However, the champion’s 
half sister Malda Dubh 4 
of Sunnyside was bought 
from R & M Weir in May 
last year in Perth for 800gns 

by Duncan Buchanan, Oban 
and was reserve champion in 
Oban last year before being 
sold at 3,200gns to Gary 
Braines of Co Durham.

Mr Weir said he was 
keeping his bull and 
changing his stock of cows 
and was thinking of buying 
a couple of calves from the 
Oban sale.

Reserve female champion 
was the two-year-old Ailleag 
Og 29th of Millerston, 
by Seumas 5th of Leys 
out of Ailleag Og 25th of 
Millerston, being sold by 
Jack P Ramsay, Millerston, 
Mauchline, Ayrshire.

year-old bull from Orbost 
on Skye, took the male 
championship.

The quiet, gentle bull, 

showing, was bought by 
Keith Jackson three years 
ago.

‘I brought him out of 
the box – because I wasn’t 
going to buy anything that 
day – and walked him up 

to the house and knocked 

year-old daughter saw him 
she said, ‘Can I ride him?’ 
and she went on his back 
and he didn’t bother.’

Keith was sorry to see 
his bull sold but has been 
cross breeding Highlanders 
on high ground at his 
small holding – ‘he came 
off a heather hill and has 
never eaten grass’ - with 
Shorthorns to sell for the 
commercial beef market.

Calin of Douglas is 
by Calin of Coirefuar, 
previously owned by former 
Highland Cattle Society 
chairman Angus Mackay, 
Crieff,  and out of Isabel 5th 
of Douglas.

Mr Mackay was delighted 
to see one of his bull’s 
progeny pick up the 
championship at the show.

Reserve male champion 
was yearling bull 
Ceatharnach of Balmoral by 
Dubhlanaiche of Balmoral 
out of Lady White 25th of 
Balmoral.

Highland Cattle Society sale report - see Page 21

European breeders keep 
keen eye on Highland 
cattle show at Oban

Dingwall
prime
trade slips 
slightly
DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 72 prime 
cattle and 464 prime sheep 
at Dingwall on Monday 
with trade for both cattle and 
sheep back slightly on the 
week.

Prime bullocks averaged 
168.5p (-0.3p) and sold to 
182p per kg for a 555kg 
Limousin cross from 
Pithogarty, Tain, and 
£1,159.20 for a 690kg 
Limousin cross from 
Ankerville, Nigg.

Prime heifers averaged 
167.6p (-4.2p) and sold to 
185p per kg for a 565kg 
Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall, 
and £1,081.60 for a 640kg 
Charolais cross also from 
Bridgend Farm.

New season lambs 
averaged 132.8p (-4.2p) 
and sold to 140.5p per kg 
for 44kg Texel crosses from 
Bunchrew Farm, Inverness, 
and £65 for a pen of 50kg 
Texel crosses from Torgorm, 
Conon Bridge, to John M. 
Munro Ltd., Dingwall.

Feeding sheep averaged 
£32.65 and sold to £58.50 
for a pen of Suffolk cross 
ewes from Cantraywood 
House, Croy.

FOR SALE
1½ tonne Mini Digger,

1992 model, 
fair condition, 
Stirling area, 
Telephone 

07710 018242

For hand milking.
Jersey or other 

suitable.

Tel: 01855 821557 
or 07786628249

HUNTAWAY 
X dog

2 Year old In 
Good Command
01499 302922

FOR SALE
Well grown 

Suffolk Tup Lambs
Telephone 01687 450267

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

for
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Female* Support Workers

Experience of working in a care setting is preferred although not 
essential as full training will be given. We have a number of full time 
and part time positions available.
*The above post is restricted to women only under Section 7(2) (b) 
of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.

For further information and to apply please visit 
www.choicescare.com or contact  on 

 or  on 
The closing date for applications is 
CHOICES CARE is an equal opportunities employer.

CHOICES
CARE

Sales Negotiator
Rob Roy Homes are a market leader in the supply of 
high quality individually designed timber frame structures 
for residential and commercial buildings and for the last 

throughout Scotland and England.
The above role will involve meeting individual self 
builders, professional builders, architects, and surveyors 
to generate sales enquiries and secure orders for the 
supply of timber frame structures.
Construction industry experience is desirable, however of 
much greater importance is academic or career success 
to date, the ability to learn quickly and achieve results in 
a highly professional manner.

The successful candidate must have a smart appearance, 
excellent communication skills and hold a full and clean 
driving licence.
If you meet the criteria for this exciting role please apply 
in writing enclosing your C.V to:

GIS Technician 
West Argyll Forest District, Lochgilphead 
£19,825 pa plus benefits
Based in the West Argyll Forest District, you will provide 
GIS support as directed by the Planning Forester. You shall
also undertake Local Infrastructure Manager duties for 
the District, including managing the office IT systems and
responding to issues as they arise.
You should be competent with a range of IT applications,
skilled in the use of GIS and with a relevant GIS
qualification. You should also have an awareness of how
this system integrates with forest planning. 
It is essential that you have a full UK driving licence. 
Benefits include a Civil Service Pension or stakeholder
pension scheme, 25 days annual leave and flexible
working options. 
To apply visit our website at the address below or write 
to Patrick Brown, HR Operations, 231 Corstorphine Road,
Edinburgh EH12 7AT. 
Please note all applications must be accompanied 
by a Forestry Commission application form.
Please quote ref: HR09/102. 
No recruitment agencies please. 
Closing date: 30 October 2009.
The Forestry Commission is committed
to providing equal opportunities 
for allsectors of the community, 
irrespective of age, disability, ethnicity, 
gender, marital status, religion, 
sexuality, transgender and 
working patterns.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

Assistant Environment Protection Officers
Fort William – Fixed term, one year, full-time Ref: EP87866

Lochgilphead – Fixed term, one year, part-time Ref: EP89213

£19,686 pro rata

We are seeking two experienced and motivated individuals to join our dedicated Environmental
Protection and Improvement team with offices based in Fort William and Lochgilphead. In each
post, you will assist senior officers in the regulation and enforcement of a range of environmental
legislation, such as protection of the water environment (controls on point source discharges,
engineering, abstractions and impoundments), emissions to air from prescribed processes, the
storage, treatment, transfer and disposal of controlled waste (excluding radioactive waste) and
the use of sealed radioactive sources. This varied work will involve contributing to the preparation
of less complex environmental permits and licences, site inspections, assessments and sampling.
You may also assist with enforcement action and investigate minor complaints.
For the part-time post based in Lochgilphead, the bulk of the work will involve sampling 
of licensed discharges and the water environment throughout Argyll.
For both positions, you will need a relevant HNC or equivalent and be able to demonstrate
sufficient experience in at least one of the following – pollution control, water resources,
engineering in surface waters or river geomorphology. You will have a good understanding 
of multiple areas of environmental media legislation together with multi-media experience 
and an understanding of EA, and good IT and communications skills. Lastly, you will need solid
report writing skills of a sufficient level to enable you to create technical reports and pollution
updates for senior officers.
A current UK driving licence and access to your own vehicle are essential for each post.

Closing date: Thursday 29 October 2009.

Successful applicants will be asked to provide 
a Basic Disclosure Scotland Certificate.

To find out more or apply visit our website 
or call 01786 452555.

Please quote the relevant reference number.

www.sepa.org.uk/vacancies

KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
require a

FISH HUSBANDRY PERSON
Enthusiastic, reliable and hardworking person 
required to work in the Loch Melfort area.
Applicants should be practical, tidy and 
have the ability to work as part of a small 
team on-growing Halibut, Trout and Salmon.  
Experience with fish or livestock preferred 
but not essential. Clean driving licence 
desirable.
Salary dependent on experience, 
accommodation may be available.
Please apply in writing with CV and covering 
letter to:-

Bruce Condie 
Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban, PA34 4XA

Tel:  01852 200286
Email:  fish@kames.co.uk

We have a variety of exciting support roles throughout our services in Oban.  We are looking for 
committed, motivated and enthusiastic individuals to support people with learning disabilities to 
live, work and be included in the communities they live in.  These roles will give you the opportunity 
to support people to live ordinary lives and realise their dreams and ambitions. You may not have 
experience in working in a support role or having experience of people with additional support needs, 
but we can give you training and support if you provide the commitment and creativity to provide 
support that suits individuals needs. 
We provide an extensive training and development programme and combine this with a commitment 
to create career development opportunities.  We offer positive terms and conditions, including a 
contributory pension scheme.

For an application pack, please telephone 01631 565062 or email Oban.sl@enable.org.uk 
quoting post ref B/064. (We particularly welcome applications from disabled candidates and 
make our forms available in alternative formats.)  To view and apply for all our vacancies, 
please visit www.enable.org.uk Closing date: 30 October 2009.

ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people with learning disabilities 
across Scotland. 

OBAN

ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.

Personal Supporter (REF: B/064)
Salary: £13,836 p.a, pro rata for 
p/t. (Full time and part time 
positions available.)

Hatchery Manager

We currently have a vacancy for a Hatchery Manager at our hatchery at 
Inchmore, which is located 10 miles west of Invermoriston.
The successful candidate will be responsible for the effective daily operations 
at the hatchery and must possess a sound technical knowledge of, for 

together with practical experience of the same.
In addition to the above, the Manager will be required to have effective people 
management skills, together with good communication and planning abilities 
and have a degree of computer literacy. The continued development of 
staff will be required and the Manager will be expected to ensure that each 
individual within the existing team is properly supported and encouraged to 
embrace change and work within a progressive structure.
Beyond the nature of the role, the post holder would be expected to undertake 
overtime as required in order to accommodate the business needs of the 
Hatchery. The successful applicant will be required to assist on the Alarm 
Rota and this will involve staying in the hatchery accommodation for approx 
one week in every 4.
If you would like to be considered for this challenging role, please apply in 
writing, to Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business Resource 
Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33  7PT no later than 
Friday 23rd October 2009.

Ardfern Area

Care Assistant 
required

Independent elderly 
gentleman needs some 
help to remain living in 
his own home. Help 
with personal care, 
cooking and some 
cleaning. Flexible 10 
hrs per week approx. 
£10 per hour gross. 

Telephone D.M 
MacKinnon, Solicitors 

01631 563014

ISLE OF MULL 
To look after 4 

bedroom house on a 
working farm 5 miles 
from Tobermory with  
3 holiday cottages, 

cleaning, ironing and 
washing. Permanent 
position with cottage, 

car  available.
01680 300371 or email 

rf@ardnacross.com

Kilmory Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email: enquiries@midtonacrylics.co.uk

Website: www.midtonacrylics.co.uk

Telephone 01546 602182   Fax: 01546 603802

Midton Acrylics Limited, Europe’s 
Foremost Manufacturer of Acrylic 

Embedments Have a vacancy for the 
following production personnel

Graphic Designer / 
Apple Mac Operator

Working as part of a small team designing acrylic 

awards.  Dealing with customers and organising the 

print and manufacture of acrylic awards.  One years 

experience in the use of Illustrator or Photoshop 

would be preferable.  This position is permanent 

and full time.  Overtime working will be required 

when necessary.  Hours of work: 8.00am - 4.30pm or 

9.00am (depending on preference) Monday - Friday 

(40 hours).  Rate of pay will be £14,500 - £19,000.  

The company offer a pension and benefi ts package.

All applications in writing to the Personnel 
Department, Midton Acrylics Ltd, Unit 11A, Kilmory 
Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

HGV DRIVER 
REQUIRED
FOR OUR 

CONCRETE MIXER 
TRUCK/TIPPER

OPERATIONS

Please apply to:-
Mr C McFadyen

McFadyens
Transport Ltd
Glebe Street

Campbeltown
Argyll, PA28 6JJ

Tel: 01586 551111

D J Campbell 
& Son

Achnashelloch Farm
By Lochgilphead

Part time tele-sales 
person required

Telephone 
01546 605273

WHILE the top price at the 
pedigree Highland cattle sale 
in Oban on Monday struggled 

numbers traded were both up.
One hundred and two heifers 

Among the purchasers was a 
strong contingent of European 

of the sale entries back to the 
Continent.

criticism of some of the cattle 

dairy farmer Marco Oldenhof 

too fat.

old Fiona Dubh of Bien Esk 
by Thorn of Bien Esk out of 

Bridge.
A cow and calf from 

and it was Duncan who took 

black heifer by Marloch Dubh 

Lanark.

bought by Peter Edwards of 

Oban Livestock Centre was packed on Monday for the annual autumn sale of pedigree Highland cattle. 08_t42highland01

Interest and averages up at Highland sale
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Shake on it! Donna, left, welcomes 
Eilidh to D.M.G. Hair Studio. 

10_f41hair01

D.M.G. Hair Studio in Mamore 
House on The Parade in Fort William 
has a new face. Local girl Eilidh 
Cameron trained and then worked 
in Fort William for ten years in hair 
styling before a career move took her 
to Inverness.

But after a short spell in the 
Highland capital, Eilidh has returned 
to her native Fort William to work 
alongside owner Donna McGeever in 
the stylish new salon.

Eilidh started work on Tuesday 
– and cannot wait to build up her 
clientele in a studio that shouts quality.  

‘As a team we hope to deliver the 
customer service we believe the Fort 
deserves,’ she says. ‘Jointly we will 
be keeping up to date with the latest 
advances in the hairdressing industry 
on our frequent visits to Glasgow and 
beyond.’

Donna added: ‘We understand 
the importance of consultation and 
communication to help clients achieve 
the look they want to project.’

Eilidh hopes to help grow the
success of  D.M.G. Hair Studio

David McHardy, left, and Gary Gladman at the newly-opened Plumbing 
Trade Supplies centre in Glengallan Industrial Estate. 15_t41pts01

WITH plumbing and heating 
engineering running in the family 

David McHardy behind the counter 
at the new PTS centre in Oban.

Open just six weeks, the new 
Plumbing Trade Supplies centre 
in Glengallan Road was just the 
incentive this former Oban man 
needed to pack up his family and 
come home.

David grew up learning about the 
plumbing trade at the feet of his late 
father, George McHardy, who ran a 
plumbing and heating business.

He then worked in his father’s 

ordering stock and dealing with 
customers.’

So when he moved down to 
Glasgow to be with his wife Hilary, 
he started work with a national 
plumbing merchant and worked his 

way up to a managerial position.
But after adopting two young 

children, now two and three, the 
couple decided that a move back to 
Oban from Cumnock to be close to 
family was in order and the PTS job 
provided the prime opportunity.

PTS has 300 branches all over the 
UK and specialises in plumbing and 
heating supplies to the trade as well 
as offering a range of bathrooms and 

David said that already business 
was building up with local and 
Argyll-wide plumbing and heating 
engineers pleased to have a dedicated 
plumbers merchant in the town.

Stock not already in store can be 
ordered and will be in the Oban PTS 
store within two days.

There is also a free delivery service 
for the mainland from Fort William 
to Campbeltown.

David
plumbs
in to his
roots
Return to Oban makes sense
to manage new supplies centre

A SMALL restaurant-with-
rooms in Kilberry, near 
Tarbert, is picking up awards 
right, left and centre.

The Kilberry Inn has just 
won a prestigious César award 
by the Good Hotel Guide and 
been named Scottish Dining 
Pub of the Year by the Good 
Pub Guide.

Likened to the Oscars of the 
hotel industry, the César has 
been awarded to The Kilberry 
Inn for Inn of the Year 2010.

Clare Johnson and David 

Wilson, who run the inn, said: 
‘It has been quite a year for 
us at Kilberry, from winning 
the Scottish Restaurant of the 
Year Award back in January 
to now being named Inn of 
the Year by the Good Hotel 
Guide.

‘The Guide’s César awards 
are much sought after, 
particularly because it is one 
of the few independent guides 
for our industry. We are  
thrilled to have been chosen.’

David added: ‘Since we 

took over the Kilberry Inn 
four years ago, we’ve been 
working hard to develop its 
reputation for great food. We 
are fortunate to have some of 
the world’s best seafood right 
on our doorstep, as well as 
the wonderful beef and lamb 
produced just along the road 
at Ormsary.’

‘For us, it is all about using 
the freshest of ingredients and 
treating them simply and with 
care. We source as much as 
we can from the local area and 

complement what we offer on 
the menu with an interesting 
and eclectic wine list.’

These latest accolade come 
just a few days after Kilberry 
was featured on television 
in The Hairy Bikers Tour of 
Britain.

Celebrated
The Good Hotel Guide 

nominates 10 hotels every 
year for the award, named 
after César Ritz, the most 
celebrated of hoteliers. 

These are for a mixed 

selection of places each of 
which is considered to be 
outstanding in its own class.

Desmond Balmer, joint 
editor of the guide, said: ‘This 
unpretentious inn is run with 

and David. 
‘The atmosphere is happy, 

the food is sublime and the 
bedrooms are simple but 
stylish.

‘It is just the sort of 
personally run place that 
our readers are looking for.’

Hard work pays off as Kilberry Inn keeps winning awards

BUSINESSES in remote and 
rural areas of the Highlands 

their broadband connections 
improving.

BT and the Scottish 
government have come to 
an agreement that will see 
around 50 exchanges, still 
to be selected, upgraded at a 
cost of £3 million after new 
technology was successfully 
trialled in the remote north-
east.

A BT spokesman said 
this would deliver a stable 
broadband service over lines 
that were up to seven miles 
away from exchanges – more 
than double the current three 
miles.

Scottish government 

Swinney said the plan 
recognised the frustration 
of some communities that 
faster internet services were 
not available.

Broadband
boost for
businesses

Hotel is up
for awards

Alistair Barge, of Isle of Gigha Halibut, has been named UK Food Champion of the Year.

Fish farm enjoys taste of success
A GIGHA halibut farmer has won the 
title of UK Food Champion of the Year 
and in the process a £10,000 prize and 
a contract with a national supermarket 
chain.

Alistair Barge, of Isle of Gigha 
Halibut, was presented with the 
Waitrose and Country Living Made 
in Britain Award last month, beating 
competition from two other Scottish 
food producers.

The halibut farm was started after 
Alistair worked with his father, Ronal 
Barge, in the salmon farming industry 
on Loch Fyne.

‘Starting up back in the 1960s 
farming salmon, we moved to halibut 
farming in the 1990s because as a 
small independent company it became 
impossible for us to compete with the 
large salmon producers, so we decided 
to look for new species to farm,’ said 
Alistair.

Ideal
‘As a species halibut seemed ideal, 

temperatures in the west of Scotland.  
We thought Gigha, being surrounded 
by the Atlantic, would be a good place 
for growing halibut.  I think we made 
the right decision and hit a niche in the 
market,’ he said.

The sea water around Gigha offers 
ideal conditions for growing halibut. 
Although land-based, sea water enters 
tanks through sluices and the farm 
is powered by a community-owned 
wind farm.

‘It takes around three and a half 
or four years for the halibut to reach 
maturity.  They spend a year and a 
half at the marine hatchery and two 

and a half years in Gigha, until they 
are ready to harvest,’ said Alistair.

Isle of Gigha Halibut now accounts 
for 80 per cent of all the halibut 
produced in Scotland and is now 
available through 75 Waitrose stores 
in the UK. 

fresh and white.  It’s known as a meat 

should opt for halibut,’ said Alistair
‘Our long term plans are to keep 

specialising in halibut farming and 
improving what we are doing. But 
I’m also keen to promote the island of 
Gigha and to strengthen the connection 
between the halibut and the island, 
which is community owned.  We’d 
like to work closer with our customers 

not just halibut.
‘As a family business we’re 

extremely proud of how far we have 
come,’ said Alistair.

Congratulating Alistair on his win, 
cabinet secretary for rural affairs and 
the environment Richard Lochhead 
said: ‘This is another recognition 
of the trailblazers who truly make 
Scotland a land of food and drink. 

‘It’s innovators like Alistair Barge 
who have prompted sales of Scottish 
produce to increased by 21 per cent 
across Scotland, England and Wales.’

The new jetty at Isle of Eriska Hotel is made 
from recycled plastic.

AN ARGYLL hotel has found an innovative solution 
for replacing its old and decaying sea pier by installing 

Hotel, near Benderloch, had become increasingly 
dilapidated in recent years and was suffering from 
serious rot and corrosion.

Chay Buchanan-Smith, co-proprietor of the Isle of 
Eriska Hotel, said: ‘Replacing the pier was seen as 
a priority, given that it formed an essential part of 
the hotel’s operation providing guests with boat trips 
and enabling yachts and other visiting craft to tie-up 
alongside.’ 

Following close consultation by Fusion Marine 
on the hotel’s exact requirements, an individually 
designed 30-metre plastic jetty was specially 
manufactured and installed. Anchored to the shore 
by a concrete plinth, the jetty rises and falls with the 
tide ensuring around-the-clock access.

Abrasion
Mr Buchanan-Smith added: ‘One problem with the 

old pier was that of abrasion caused to boats moored 
alongside by the metal pillars.

‘This does not happen with the plastic jetty, which 
is also much more cost effective as it is tougher 
and will not corrode. We were particularly attracted 
to the fact that the structure is made from recycled 
material.’

Iain Forbes of Fusion Marine said: ‘We have 
manufactured and installed a number of these 
pontoons for hotels and estates on the west coast of 
Scotland. They are a great way of boosting business 
by attracting yachts and offering guests the option of 

Recycled plastic pier 
offers hotel a solution

A HOTEL and restaurant bear 
Killin has been shortlisted 
for both the Hotel of the Year 
Award and Wine Award in 
the Scottish Licensed Trade 
News (SLNT) awards.

The Ardeonaig Hotel 
and Restaurant has been 
shortlisted along with two 
other establishments for 
both awards, the winners of 
which will be announced on 
October 31.

Chef/owner Pete Gottgens 
said: ‘We have achieved a 
great deal and come a long 
way in the past 18 months. 
Being recognised in the top 
three for both the Hotel of 
the Year and Wine Award is 
a huge credit to the whole 
team here at Ardeonaig.’

The SLNT awards 
recognise the brightest 
and best in Scotland’s 
drinks retailing, leisure and 
hospitality industries.

Funding
poser for

THE COMPANY that owns 
and operates ferries in the 
Western Isles and West 
Highlands may have to look 
to public private partnerships 
(PPPs) to fund a programme 
of replacing ageing vessels.

As part of its management 
statement for Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited 
(CMAL), the Scottish 
government has not ruled 
out PPPs to replace ferries in 
the Caledonian MacBrayne 

Six of the 31 vessels are 
more than 30 years old and 
two are 35 years old but only 
one new vessel, the Islay 
ferry, is in the pipeline or has 
been ordered in the last 10 
years.

A proposal to procure 
smaller ferries in conjunction 
with Northern Ireland and 
Ireland is being looked at.

Distillery
lifts top
plaudit
SPRINGBANK Distillery 
Campbeltown has been 
named Scottish Whisky 
Distiller of the Year 2010 
in the Icons of Whisky 
Awards.

At the same awards 
ceremony run by Whisky
Magazine, Peter Currie from 
Springbank was named as 
Young Whisky Ambassador 
of the Year.

‘Whisky Magazine editor 
Rob Allanson said: ‘The 
judges felt that Springbank 
is bucking the economic 
trend and starting to expand 
now and is recruiting staff.’

There is also a Kintyre 
connection for Peter’s runner 

Malts is the daughter-in-law 
of Councillor Rory Colville 
and wife, Mary. Susan is 
married to their son Donald, 
who began his career with 
Springbank and now works 
for Diageo. 

MARINE Harvest Scotland, one the west coast’s 
biggest employers, is looking to create another 40 
jobs in the Highlands and islands under a £40 million 

Until now farmed salmon production has been 
concentrated in sea lochs, but now the company 
is looking to the open sea to boost production as 
demand for Scottish salmon continues to grow.

the Western Isles, the west Highlands, Argyll and 
Bute and in the Minch.

Four optimal locations from Berneray, Barra, 
Sandray, Eriskay, Pabbay, Mingulay, and several 
areas off the Small Isles will be put forward for 
consideration by planning authorities, with Barra 
pencilled in as the centre for shore-based operations.

The company is keen to adopt the Canadian model 

environmental impacts.
‘The time is right for the next generation of Scottish 

salmon farming,’ managing director Alan Sutherland 
said.

Residential barges
Fish farm crews will work in a similar way to oilrig 

staff, with teams of six living on residential barges on 
site, working a shift pattern. 

Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan said: ‘This is a 
very positive development for Barra and the Western 
Isles. Fish farming is one of the most important 
sectors for the Western Isles economy, and we need 
to encourage all companies who have an interest in 
this area.’

Western Isles MP Angus Brendan MacNeil said: 
‘This is great news on the jobs front and a much-
needed boost to the islands economy. I would also 
look for Marine Harvest to link processing with 
production, which would provide additional jobs.’

The company says turnover could be boosted by 
50 per cent under the expansion.

Marine Harvest may
create 40 jobs

AA awards for
Kinloch Lodge
IN A GLITTERING year for one of Scotland’s best-
loved hotels, the AA Hotel Recognition Scheme has 
showered Kinloch Lodge on the Isle of Skye with 
accolades, proving the small hotel and restaurant are 
at their best level ever.

NOW OPEN

D.M.G.
Hair Studio

Mamore House
Parade Road, High Street

Fort William

Open Hours
Wed-Thurs 11-8 • Fri-Sat 9-5

Telephone:
01397 70 64 59

®
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Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET FOR SALE

WANTED

MacPhee
& Partners

BAYVIEW STORES, 
BUNESSAN, MULL

Price Guide 
£125,000

Detached shop 
with owner’s 
accommodation in 
need of complete 
modernisation and 
upgrading with 
spectacular views 
across Bunessan Bay.

 8 George Street, OBAN, PA34 5SE
Tel: 01631 565251     Fax: 01631 565434      property@macphee.co.uk   www.macphee.co.uk

SCHOOL HOUSE, 
APPIN

Offers Over 
£140,000

A bright and 
spacious detached 
bungalow with 
garden and off-
street parking, the 
property is well 
presented and comprises 4 bedrooms and would 
make and ideal family home.

TIGH-NA-BRUAICH, 
LOCHAWE

Fixed Price 
£340,000

Attractive loch front 
detached villa set 
within approximately 
0.5 acre garden 
grounds and 
featuring panoramic 
views over Loch Awe, 
offering an ideal family/holiday home

17B CORRAN BRAE, 
DUNOLLIE, OBAN

Price Guide 
£85,000

17B Corran Brae 
forms a well 
presented first floor 
flat comprising 
2 bedrooms and 
would make an 
ideal first time 
buy or letting 
investment.

52B SOROBA ROAD, 
OBAN

Price Guide 
£80,000

Conveniently
situated for all 
amenities of Oban 
town centre, 52B 
Soroba Road forms 
a well presented 1 
bedroom first floor 
flat in walk-in condition.

NELL BEAG, 
KILMORE, BY OBAN

Price Guide 
£270,000

A well presented 
4 bedroomed 
detached family 
home in the 
desirable area of 
Kilmore providing 
spacious and 
versatile accommodation with B&B potential and set 
within approximately 0.5 acre of attractive garden 
grounds.

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215
DUNNOTTER, DALMALLY, ARGYLL

Detached bungalow in rural 
location ideal family home 
- Accommodation: Porch, 
Hall, lounge, kitchen/din-
ing area, utility room, 4 
bedrooms (one with en 
suite toilet) and family 
bathroom.    Outside: large 
driveway, gardens to front 
side and rear.   Area of gar-
den ground with plot potential.   Garage and garden shed.
OFFERS OVER £220,000

25 PARK ROAD, OBAN
Semi detached  three bedroom 
house in walk in condition  Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen, dining room, 
cloakroom with W.C. , 3 bed-
rooms – one en suite. Garden to 
front laid mainly to grass.   Mono-
bloc and gravelled parking area to 
the side of the house.    Fenced 
back garden with timber shed.    
Garden  to rear – slabbed patio 
area and grassed drying green.
OFFERS OVER £160,000

DALRIADA, LOCHAWE, ARGYLL
Detached bungalow in su-
perb village location with 
views over Loch Awe offer-
ing excellent family accom-
modation.    The property is 
in need of decoration which 

commodation: Lounge, 
kitchen/dining area, 3 bed-
rooms and family bathroom.
FIXED PRICE £155,000

FOR SALE
5 KILVAREE, CONNEL, BY OBAN

A unique and excellent opportunity to purchase a working 
croft on the West Coast of Scotland. 5 Kilvaree would also be 
ideal for equestrian activities.
Included in the sale:
• Architect designed 4/5 bedroom modern family home
• 48 acres of land
• 60’ x 40’ agricultural shed with power and water
Contact 07717496008 or email kilvaree@hotmail.com 
for further details

STRATHNAVER GUEST HOUSE
DUNOLLIE ROAD, OBAN

Prominent and well established STB 3 star guest 
house in excellent trading location on main A85 
road to Oban. Overlooks Oban Bay and island 
of Kerrera. 11 letting rooms. Spacious owners 
accommodation. Excellent parking. Outline 
planning for self catering unit. 

Viewing highly recommended. O/O £675,000.

FURTHER DETAILS PHONE 01631 563305 
OR 0777 580 8863

3 Bedroom 
House for rent

Creag Bhan 
Village, Oban

£600/pcm + 
Bills & C/Tax

Telephone 
01852 300295

The Oban Esplanade, 2 Bed 
unfurnished ground fl oor fl at, 

6 month’s let, £550 pcm.  
Sale Price circa £210,000.

3 bed unfurnished fl at, Soroba Area, 
£460 pcm. Sale Price circa £85,000

Contact 21st Century 
Tel 0141 424 4444.

FOR RENT
Castleton, near Lochgilphead

Two bedroom furnished garden cottage
in attractive position on private estate

Main bathroom, en-suite in main bedroom
separate living room, kitchen/breakfast area

sunroom off kitchen.
Two car spaces, no pets, short or long let.

£110 per week
To inspect telephone 01546 602185

FOR SALE
Fixed Price £199,000

Large beautifully converted farm cottage, 
sitting on approx. 0.5 acre of land.

Two bedrooms, lounge/dining, kitchen and bathroom.
Oil central heating, double glazing.
Loft area suitable for conversion.

3.5 miles from Campbeltown, spectacular views.
Well worth viewing.

Tel: 01586 550428 (evenings) or 07872 564238 (day)

TO LET

3 bedroom fully furnished 
detached house
1 mile south of Ardrishaig

£475 p.c.m + Council Tax
Entry from1 November 2009 

No DSS

Further details
Telephone 01546 605202 / 07788 755887

NEW HOMES – FIXED PRICES
CREAG BHAN VILLAGE, OBAN

At an advanced stage of 
construction, new Semi-
Detached Houses with
Hall, Toilet, Lounge, Din-
ingroom, Kitchen, Bath-
room, 3 Bedrooms (1 with 
En-Suite Shower-room), 
electric heating, front and 
rear gardens with parking, 
NHBC guarantee. Fixed price £165,000.

At an advanced stage 
of construction, new De-
tached Houses with 
Hall, Toilet, Lounge, Din-
ingroom, Kitchen, Bath-
room, 3 Bedrooms (1 with 
En-Suite Shower-room), 
electric heating, front and 
rear gardens with parking, 
NHBC guarantee. Fixed price £183,000.

GLENMORE ROAD, OBAN
For Sale: A deceptive-
ly spacious Detached
House with an open 
outlook, offering well 
presented family sized 
accommodation in a 
conveniently located, 
popular residential 
area.  Double glazing, 
gas central heating.  Comprising Hall, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Kitchen, Study, 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Shower 
Room, Toilet.  Large established garden with burn, deck-
ing and ample parking.  Price guide £240,000.

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Bolam
Grianach Gardens, Oban
W e l l - p r e s e n t e d , 
modern detached 
property situated in 
a prime location on 
the fringe of Oban. 
Elevated position, 
offering good views 
over the Sound of 
Mull and beyond.  Spacious accommodation in im-
maculate decorative order comprises:  
– Porch, hall, lounge, kitchen, dining room, bedroom 
1/study, family bathroom.   – Bedrooms 2 
and 3, large walk in store.  Double glazing.  Night 
storage/total control heating.  Off street parking.  
Garage.  Decking.  Attractive garden.  Spacious 
vegetable garden.  Conservatory/workshop.

Offers in the region of £255,000

Former Carmelite Convent, 

NEW PRICE
Fantastic oppor-
tunity to purchase 
a substantial de-
tached Victorian 
villa in need of ren-
ovation.
Sizeable stone-
built detached 
property replete 
with interesting 
history, period features and great character.  
Wonderfully situated in elevated position 
providing excellent views across Oban Bay to 
the Islands of Kerrera and Mull.  Extensive, well-
proportioned accommodation laid out over 

double glazed.  Well established, mature garden 
ground to front and rear with possible potential 
for further development. Off-street parking area. 
Outbuildings.  Re-marketed due to a delayed 
completion and now at a highly attractive price with 

Originally purchased 
for conversion to luxury apartments, the reduction 
in price makes it highly desirable for adaptation to 
a variety of residential uses including B&B.  

Guide Price £315,000

2 Central Buildings, Tweeddale 
Street, Oban
Second Floor Flat
Extremely well pre-
sented second 

the central area of 
Oban.  Ideally locat-
ed to take advan-
tage of all amenities 
and facilities.  The 
well laid-out ac-
commodation comprises:  Hall, kitchen, lounge, 3 
bedrooms and shower room.  Double glazing.  Night 
storage heating.  Sold fully furnished.  On street per-
mit parking.  Secure door entry system.

Offers in the region of £115,000

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban
We have a residential vacancy for 

respite/long term care - single room 
en-suite facilities.

Contact Morag Telfer 
Manager 01631 562168

OBAN
Semi- detached 
House for rent

3 bedrooms
Fully furnished

£600 pcm 
No D.S.S.

Tel: 07770381351

2 Bedroom Lochside 
home to rent on 
brand new luxury 
development in 

Fort William.
Fully furnished and 

immaculate throughout.

£750.00 p.c.m.
No Smokers or pets please.

References required.

Please call 01397 701702/ 
07789076689 Julia

LONG LET
KINTYRE

ARGYLL
 Unfurnished 2 bed. 

Cottage 7miles North of 
Carradale, on B842 at 
Cour, on private estate 

with beach and beautiful 
views to Arran.  

Telephone 01880 760 236 
www.cour.org CROFTS TO LET

The Isle of Rum Community Trust 
has 2 newly created bare land crofts 

available to let.
For an application pack please email 

info@isleofrum.com or call 01687 462404.
For more information about IRCT 

check out www.isleofrum.com

Room To Let
Central Oban

Furnished
£70 per week

Tel: 07785271243

Flat for rent
Luxury fully furnished one bedroom flat in the 
centre of Lochgilphead available for long let.

Own car parking space 
No DSS

References required
£420 p.c.m Council Tax

Apply in writing to Box Number 100, Argyllshire 
Advertiser, Argyll Street Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

2 bedroom 

Inverlochy
(semi furnished) 

£560 plus 
council tax and 

utility bills. 
Contact

07881581978
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA 
PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 

GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  
and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 

representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00346/FULLO

09/00374/PIPLO

09/00380/FULLO

09/00383/MSCLO

09/00385/FULLO

09/00390/PIPLO

09/00392/FULLO

09/00395/FULLO

09/00396/FULLO

09/00397/PIPLO

09/00398/PIPLO

09/00399/FULLO

09/00400/PIPLO

09/00401/PIPLO

09/00402/FULLO

09/00404/PIPLO

09/00406/FULLO

09/00407/FULLO

Development Address

Site 70m West Of Invergarry 
Hotel, Invergarry

Land West Of Former Pri-
mary School, Glen Borrodale, 
Acharacle

Land 40m South Of Ar 
Dachaidh, West Laroch, 
Ballachulish

Land 135m North East Of 
Rose Cottage East, Bunarkaig, 
Achnacarry, Spean Bridge

Nevis Bank Hotel
Belford Road, Fort William, 
PH33 6BY

Housing Site To West Of
Fir Cottage, Glencoe

Onich Hotel
Onich

Grounds Of Inverwallace
Albert Road
Ballachulish

18 Loch Nevis Terrace
Mallaig
PH41 4QH

Site 80M North West Of 
Portbeg Cottage
Ormsaigbeg, Kilchoan
Acharacle

Site 90M North West Of 
Portbeg Cottage, Ormsaigbeg,
Kilchoan, Acharacle

East Glen Mhor, North Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6TQ

Site At 15 Upper Inverroy
45m East Of 13 Upper 
Inverroy, Roy Bridge
PH31 4AQ

Land 200m North Of Achaidh
Curtaig, Morar

Site West Of Lochview
Letterfinlay
Spean Bridge

Site 90m North West Of 13 
Old Golf Course
Plot 9 Old Golf Course
Kilchoan, Acharacle, Argyll

Land 200m South East Of 
Oronsay
Back Of Keppoch, Arisaig

14 Loch Nevis Terrace
Mallaig, PH41 4QH

Proposal Description

Erection of 2 blocks of 4 flats

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of house and garage

Alterations and renovations 
to hotel and formation of one 
staff flat

Erection of 4 houses & 
upgrading of access - renewal 
of 06/00191/OUTLO

Section 42 application to 
vary conditions 2, 3, 4 & 5 
- 09/00129/FULLO (operation 
& retention of marquee)

Erection of residential annex

Alterations & extension to 
house (amended design)

Erection of house (plot 
1) - amended access to 
08/00199/OUTLO

Erection of house (plot 
2) - amended access to 
08/00200/OUTLO

Erection of holiday letting unit

Erection of house

Erection of house - renewal of 
04/00451/OUTLO

Erection of pontoon & jetty 
(retrospective)

Erection of house

Erection of garage

Extension to rear/front dormers

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Invergarry Post Office
(21 Days)

Acharacle Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Achnacarry Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Glencoe Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Post Office
(14 days)

Kilchoan Post Office
(14 days)

Kilchoan Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Roy Bridge Post Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Post Office
(14 days)

Spean Bridge Post Office
(14 days)

Kilchoan Post Office
(14 days)

Arisaig Post Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Post Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022 
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Notice of Application For 
A Premises Licence Under 

The Gambling Act 2005

Notice is hereby given that Mrs Violet Mitchell, 57 
Shore Street, Oban PA34 4NT is applying for a family 
entertainment centre premises licence under section 159 
of the Gambling Act 2005.  The application relates to the 
following premises:

A & V Leisure, Mitchell’s Amusements

142 George Street, Oban PA34 5NX

The application has been made to Argyll & Bute Licensing 
Board

Information about the application is available from the 
licensing authority, including the arrangements for viewing 
the details of the application.

Any of the following persons may make representations 
in writing to the licensing authority about the application:
A person who lives sufficiently close to the premises to be 
likely to be affected by the authorised activities.
A person who has business interests that might be 
affected by the authorised activities.
A person who represents someone in any of the above 
two categories.

Any representations must be made by 12 November 2009

It is an offence under section 342 of the Gambling Act 
2005 if a person, without reasonable excuse, gives to a 
licensing authority for a purpose connected with that Act 
information which is false or misleading.

Osspower Ltd
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000

Further to the notices of application for consent to construct and operate the following hydro 
schemes near Crianlarich and for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the developments be deemed to be 
granted:
• Ben Glas  (Central Grid Reference NN 3221 1996).  The installed capacity of the proposed 
generating station would be approx 1.6MW
• Allt Fionn (Central Grid Reference NN 3326 2072).  The installed capacity of the proposed 
generating station would be approx 2.1MW
• Derrydarroch (Central Grid Reference NN 3451 2154).  The installed capacity of the 
proposed generating station would be approx 2.0MW
• Upper Falloch (Central Grid Reference NN 3692 2372).  The installed capacity of the 
proposed generating station would be approx 1.0MW

Notice is hereby given that additional information has been received by Scottish Ministers on this 
application.  Copies of this information have been forwarded to Loch Lomond & Trossachs National 
Park to be made available for public inspection by being placed on the planning register.

Any queries about this additional information should be directed in the following ways:

This information can be obtained via the Scottish Government Energy Consents website: 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-Consents
or
Writing to the Scottish Government Energy & Deployment Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 
Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU or emailing to energyconsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
or
Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park, Carrochan, Carrochan Road, Balloch, G83 8EG

Any subsequent additional information received by Scottish Ministers before determination of the 
application, if considered to be materially relevant, will be similarly forwarded to Loch Lomond 
& Trossachs National Park to be placed on the planning register and made available for public 
inspection, and will also be placed on the Scottish Government Energy Consents website, at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-Consents.  
However, no further public notice will be issued.

Any representations should be made in writing to The Scottish Government Energy & Deployment 
Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU or emailed to energyconsents@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk identifying the proposal and specifying grounds for objection or support, not 
later than 16th November 2009. Representations should be dated and should clearly state the 
name (in block capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making representation.  All 
representations to the Scottish Government will be copied to the planning authority on request, and 
made available to the public on request, unless the individual requests otherwise.

All previous representations received in relation to this development remain valid

Constituency Tour
Meet your local MP
Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his 
Constituency Tour on the following dates:-

Friday 23 October 2009
Muasdale - 10.00am - 10.30am
Tayinloan - 11.00am - 11.30am
Gigha - 1.45pm - 2.45pm
Clachan - 4.15pm - 4.45pm
Tarbert - 5.30pm - 6.30pm
Saturday 24 October 2009
Kilmelford - 9.30am - 10.00am
Balvicar - 10.45am - 11.15am
Easdale Island - 12noon - 12.30pm
Ellenabeich - 1.00pm - 1.30pm
Toboronochy - 3.15pm - 3.45pm
Cullipool - 4.00pm - 4.30pm
For an appointment 
please call 01369 704840

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20 (1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans 
and other document submitted with them may be:
Examined at  Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR  between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Monday to Friday and by logging on to the 
Council’s Website at www.argyll–bute.gov.uk and clicking on online 
planning applications.
Written comments for the following applications may be made to Planning 
Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR  by the 5th November 
2009 for the following list of application for planning permission.

•Ref No: 09/01181/PP
Applicant: Mr M Robinson and Mrs S Walker
Proposal:  Erection of dwellinghouse, workshop and 2 chalets
Site Address: Land North East Of Drumlang Lodge, Gruline, Isle Of Mull

•Ref No: 09/01209/PP
Applicant: John D Clark
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and installation of a septic tank
Site Address: Barecroft Holding, Southwest of Port Charlotte, Islay

•Ref No: 09/01230/PP
Applicant: Alastair D McKinnon
Proposal: Erection of 2 dwelling houses with detached garages
Site Address: Land North Of 6 Church Street, Portnahaven, Isle of Islay, 
Argyll and Bute

•Ref No: 09/01259/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs H Isaac
Proposal: Site for erection of 2 no. dwelling houses with septic tanks
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Burnside, Ledaig, Argyll

•Ref No: 09/01289/PP
Applicant: Mr J Butler
Proposal: Amended house design and site layout to that approved under 
Reference Number 07/00528/DET
Site Address: Land East Of Grouse Cottage, Torloisk, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute

•Ref No: 09/01299/PP
Applicant: Colin Logan Building Contractors
Proposal: Erection of workshop (amended proposal to approval reference 
08/01869/DET)
Site Address: Land West Of Workshop, Gortonvogie Road, Bowmore, Isle 
of Islay, Argyll and Bute, PA43 7JB

•Ref No: 09/01359/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Tim Esson
Proposal: Relocation of septic tank and soakaway relative to application 
reference 08/00657/REM
Site Address: Lower Caolis, Caolis. Isle of Tiree, Argyll and Bute, PA77 6TS

•Ref No: 09/01468/PPP
Applicant: Mr Norman MacDonald
Proposal: Erection of a 2 Semi-detached dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land North of the Surgery, Rockfield Road, Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull, Argyll and Bute

•Ref No: 09/01479/PPP
Applicant:  Mr Phillip Wight
Proposal: Site for the erection of 1no dwelling house
Site Address: Land South of Clachandubh House, Balvicar, Isle of Seil, 
Argyll and Bute
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications 
which can be viewed between 9 am and 5 pm at Planning Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the 
Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A  weekly list of  applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada 
House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered.
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

CORPORATE SERVICES
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 
PROPOSED TAXI FARES
Argyll and Bute Council propose to carry out a review of taxi fare scales.  
Any changes to the existing fare scales will take effect from 8th February 
2010.  Any individual or organisation wishing to make representations 
on the review should make them in writing to the undernoted by the 
4th December 2009. Copies of the existing fare scales can be obtained by 
telephoning Argyll and Bute Council on (01546) 604198
Susan Mair, Head of Legal and Protective Services, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT

COUNCILLOR SURGERY
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W.4 Oban, South and the Isles) will be 
holding a surgery in the Business Centre, Isle of Tiree on Wednesday 
21st October from 10.00am – 12 noon.  Appointments are not necessary.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Proposed Division 
of a Croft Tenancy
Mrs Georgena May Dun-
can, Cnoc-na-atha, Langal, 
Acharacle is applying to di-
vide the croft at 1/4 Langal, 
Arisaig & Moidart  into two 
parts.

If you have any objections to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by the 12th November 
2009 specifying your interest 
in the application and your 
reasons for objecting. A copy 
of any representations made 
will be forwarded to the ap-
plicant.

LOCHABER
PIPE BAND

AGM
Thursday 29th October 7.30pm

Canteen Building, Caol Primary School
Fort William

01397 704846 for more information
New members most welcome.

END OF SEASON DANCE
Saturday 7th November

7.30pm
Caol Community Centre.

Oban Gaelic Choir 

AGM
will be held in

The Pipe Band Hall
Shore Street

On Monday 9th 
November
at 7.30pm

All welcome
Lorn Counselling Service

Annual General 
Meeting

6pm on Thursday 26th
Nov 2009

Seminar Room, Lorn 
and the Isles District 

General Hospital, Oban
Further information from:

Catriona Young
Co-ordinator
01631 566666

lcservice@tiscali.co.uk

WEST ARGYLL 
FOREST DISTRICT

INVITATION TO TENDER
Restocking and Beat up

West Argyll, Lorne and Lochaber

Applications from contractors are invited 
for Restocking and Beating-up operations 
in the West Argyll , Lorne and  Lochaber  
Operational area.

Please note that all planting gangs will require 

Leave details at reception or contact Barry 
Bruce for tender details on 01546 602518

Closing date for tender submissions is 
12th November 2009

PORTREE 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg – 4 
Ardmore, Waternish, £500, 2 

201-250kg – 5/6 Borneskitaig, 

401-450kg – 2 Tote, Skeabost 

451-500kg – Carbostmore, 

Heifers

201-250kg – 5/6 Borneskitaig, 

Breeding cattle
In-calf heifer: Lim – ½ of 8 

(twice).
In-calf cow: Lim – 12 Upper 

Other leading prices per head
OTM cows: 2 Peiness, Skeabost 

Other leading prices per kg

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kgs Townhead £555, 

401-450kgs – Threipland £880, 

451-500kgs – Threipland £900, 

501-550kgs – Carse of Trowan 
£855, 165.1p
Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg Polquhairn £550, 

401-450kgs – Saddelbank £810, 

FORT WILLIAM 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Store lambs: 

Augustus, and Ardtornish Farms, 

Blackface: Mamore, Fort William, 

Mule: Borlum Farm, Fort 

Ewes:

Rams:
Cheviot: Annbank, £85.
DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Blackface ewes – Glen Gloy 

Spean Bridge, £64.
Blackface gimmers – Glen Gloy 

Isle of Skye, £68.
Blackface ewe lambs – 
Auchnafearn, Grantown on Spey, 

£56.
Correct ewes: Mule – Galcantray 

– Corrimony, £50.
Gimmers:

– Corrimony, £80.

Culbin Farm, Dingwall, £68.
Feeding ewes: 

Cross – Drynie Farm, Dingwall, 

Lleyn – Corrimony, £41.50.
Rams:

– Glebe Farm, £110.
DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Shearling rams:
Blackface: Milton of Aberarder, 

Aged rams:

Swaledale: Knockandhu, Tomatin, 
£420.
Ram lambs:

Tigh N’Ulaidh, £280.
Flock averages

Balchraggan, £402.85 ave, £850 

Livestock market reports

DINGWALL and Highland Marts 

lambs at their annual Blackface and 
Cross ewes, gimmers, ewe lambs 
sale at Dingwall when the HISHA 
Accredited dispersal of the Glen 

rates. All other classes met a highly 
satisfactory demand.

Blackface ewes sold to £95 for 
correct ewes from the dispersal of 

Spean Bridge.
Blackface gimmers sold to £94 

for a pen of 25 from Ness House, 
Inverness.

Blackface ewe lambs sold to £60 

for a pen of 20 from Glen Gloy 
Farms Ltd.

from Galcantray Farm, Cawdor.
Gimmers sold to £140 for a 

Bluefaced Leicester from Broomhill 
Farm, Muir of Ord.

from Borlum Farm, Fort Augustus.

sold to £64 for Cheviot ewes from 
Achscrabster Farm, Thurso.

gross for a Mule wedder from Lower 
Gartally, Lewiston.

Glebe Farm, Allarburn

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 116 Blackface rams at their PK 
Nutrition sponsored show and sale at Dingwall on Friday when quality rams 
met a strong demand.

The judge, Mr I. Macpherson, Stallions Field, Daviot, awarded the champion 

realising £1,100 to Mr D. Mackenzie, The Retreat, Kildary. 
The reserve champion, a shearling also from Milton of Aberarder, realised 

£650, to Mr D. Macdonald, 9 Clachan, Isle of Skye. 

gross for a three shear from Blackford Farm, Croy. Eleven tup lambs averaged 

Glen Gloy Blackface 
dispersal at Dingwall

Shearling is champion at Dingwall

‘PERTH Bull Sales’ are 

The Autumn bull sales 
are taking place at United 
Auctions’ new Stirling 
Agricultural Centre from 
Monday October 19 to 
Wednesday October 21.

More than 800 pedigree 
cattle from Scotland, England 
and Wales - including 40 
bulls from Northern Ireland 
- are coming to the sales.

chairman of UA said: ‘We’re 
looking forward with great 

Sales at the new Stirling 
venue and we’re delighted 
by both the high number and 
high quality of entries from 
leading herds across the UK 
and Northern Ireland.

 ‘Specialised facilities for 
pedigree cattle have been 
incorporated into the new 
centre and it will be very 
satisfying to see them in 

Perth bull 
sales move 
to Stirling



FIAT PUNTO 
ACTIVE

£3250
2005 very good condition long mot low miles any inspec-
tion welcome low tax and insurance 50mpg just through 

full service.

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07789034353
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S&S Services Subaru 

AMAZING DEALS
On our range of Subaru and Isuzus 09 
demonstrators. Visit our  website for 

the full list of used stock.

Tel: 01292 880080/880440THIS WEEK’S ARRIVALS
Audi A3  ....................................£16,995

07 56 Subaru Tribeca  ...........£14,995
06 56 Isuzu Denver Max
06 56 Landrover Defender 2.5 TD5 Hardtop .

Audi A3 1.9 TDie (£35 per year road tax) .....£14,495
05 05 Vauxhall Astra  ............£5,995

www.sandsservices.co.uk

£7895 o.n.o. no VAT

New model, only 1300hrs, 
cw 2 buckets, service history, very clean, 

delivery can be arranged. Photo available.

Telephone: 
07721692753

JCB 801-5 
MINIDIGGER

WANTED
ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009

ANY MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE, CONDITION 
CONSIDERED

INSTANT CASH PAYMENT.  
DISTANCE NO OBJECT, WILL TRAVEL.

Tel: Stephen 07751026953

3

£425 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT VIVACITY, 50CC SCOOTER, 1999
14,400 miles, 

excellent condition & great 
runner. MOT, Sept 2010.

Telephone: 
07919 366116 or 

01855 831402
(Kinlochleven)

2007 VOLVO BL61 PLUS 
WHEELED DIGGER

£29,000 o.n.o.
ONLY 850 HOURS,QUICK HITCH BUCKET,

CAR OR 4WD TAKEN IN P/X

SEAFIELD MOTORS INVERNESS 

01463 225800.

£2100

2004, 61,000 miles, lined and shelved, 
taxed and MOT

Telephone: 
01631 565874 or 07919 370461

CITROEN BERLINGO 
VAN

£6,500

52 reg, 1 year MOT, 10 months Tax, dark blue, alloy 
wheels, black leather interior, good condition.

Telephone: 
01967 402286

LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY, TDI E5

£1500

MERC VITO VAN 110 CDI
W Reg (2000)

Metallic silver, electronic windows, alloy wheels.
Recently serviced and undersealed.

MOT and Taxed.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600810 or Mob 07979 416572

2

KAWASAKI 
ER6-N

£3500
2008, 650cc, 72 HP, good all rounder, excellent first big bike, 8 months warranty, 

8 months tax and MOT, 5960 miles, always garaged, like new, some extras.

Tel: 01631 562433 Mob: 07910852421 
(after 6pm)

£3100 o.n.o.

1.4 FORD FIESTA
Black, 05 plate, 
61,000 miles, 

good condition.
Telephone: 

07754278930 or 
01631 570689

Tel: 0790346252 or 01389 721278

MOT failures, 
cash paid.

SCRAP CARS 
WANTED

£2995 o.n.o.

Smoke silver, beige inside, 
R reg, mot’d and taxed, 

99,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01631 730282

MERCEDES BENZ C180 ELEGANCE 
ESTATE AUTOMATIC

ATLANTIC RIBS   WILL BE STAYING 
ON AT BELANOCH GARAGE FOR THE 

FORESEEABLE FUTURE

£5500

RIB CRAFT 4.8 MARINER 
40HP,INTEGRAL TANK, 
BOW LOCKER, ROLLER 

COASTER TRAILER

Rib Craft make the best ribs on the market, would split engine.
 There are a number of boats and ribs for sale at the Garage, if you are looking for 
a boat for next season please contact me now as you will save money buying out of 

season and boats are easer to find!! at this time of the year.

 Tip for the end of season, fill your tanks be it petrol or diesel this will stop 
condensation and water ingress in the fuel, and next year add a octane additive 

or a diesel restorer.

 I can also help sell your boat or find a specific Boat for you on commission,

 Boat repairers refits, servicing, Fibreglass repairers, gel washing,

 Buy with confidence all boats sold with a warranty

 Contact Tim 

 Tel 07900 654862 H 01546 830205

UNDER £5000
Superb Suzukis at a Budget Price.  All cars come 
with 12 months’ Warranty, Including Full Roadside 

Assistance, plus One Year’s M.O.T.
0202 LIANA 1.6 GL 5-Door, Gold, 

33,295 miles ...................................... £2995
0303 GRAND VITARA 2.0 TDI SE 3-Door, Blue, 

72,400 miles ...................................... £4995
0353 ALTO 1.1 GL  5-Door, Red, 

34,000 miles ...................................... £2995
0353 IGNIS 1.3 GL 5-Door, Grey, 

22,400 miles ...................................... £3495
0404 LIANA 1.6 GL 

55,550 miles ...................................... £3595
0404 ALTO 1.1 GL 5-Door, Red, 

only 9400 miles ................................. £3595
0454 WAGON R GL 

only 5260 miles ................................. £4695
0505 LIANA 1.6 GL 5-Door, Burgandy, 

23,000 miles ...................................... £3995
0404 JIMNY JLX MODE. Red Metallic, 

 ...................................... £4995
0505 JIMNY JLX AUTO. Green,

 ...................................... £4995

Gordon Motors 
(Suzuki)

For further details or to arrange a Test Drive call Jim on
01764 652125

GORDON MOTORS
Comrie Road, Crieff . PH7 4BQ

www.gordonmotors.suzuki.co.uk

£1000 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 306 1.8i
Petrol, 5 speed gearbox, 5 door hatch-
back. “R” (1997) plate, 85,000 miles, 
New brake disks, New wheel bearings, 
New tyres in last year, Metallic Blue, 6 

disc CD changer, 8 months MOT, 
Very good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 710401

£4000 o.n.o.

SEAT LEON SE 1.9 TDI(110)
47,000 miles, 2003(52), manual, FSH

AC, 6-CD changer, alloys, 2 owners
Tax (end Jan), MOT (end Sept)

Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07717 705705

(Oban)

Motoring Times
In association with Quarry Road MOT Centre

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  M a r t i n  W a t e r h o u s e
B a r c a l d i n e  M a r i n e ,  B a r c a l d i n e ,  O b a n ,  P A 3 7  1 S E
Te l :  0 1 6 3 1  7 2 0 2 9 1 .  M o b :  0 7 7 6 7  3 8 0 2 3 5
e - m a i l :  m o o r i n g s @ b a r c a l d i n e m a r i n e . c o . u k
D e t a i l s  a t :  w w w . b a r c a l d i n e m a r i n e . c o . u k

£1600 o.n.o.

51reg, 1 year MOT, 
6 months tax, very reliable.

Telephone: 
01397 712450 or 07799 106937  

MAZDA 
PREMACY

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

AUDI A3 2000 
1.6

£2000 o.n.o.
Black, electric windows,6 disc autochanger

100.000 miles. Good condition

Tel: 01546 602053 (after 6pm)
£4250 o.n.o.

MAZDA MX-5
X Reg 09/2000, MOT July 

2010, Tax Jan 2010, 
33,500 genuine mileage.  

Great Condition. 

Telephone: 
01583 431581

£3995 NO VAT

LANDROVER 110 HI CAP P/UP 
99 V Reg , Heavy Duty Spec, 

Light Use Only, MOT’ & Taxed 
108K , Adjustable Towbar, Bullbar, 3 

Seats, Recent BR Goodrich Mud Terain 
Tyres, Ifor Williams Canopy .

Telephone: 
07771 541578

£2000 o.n.o.

BLACK FORD KA
Mot until July 2010

Tax until January 2010
50,000 miles, 52 plate

number plate not 
included.

Telephone: 
07979 497001 or 

07836 538718

£1850 o.n.o.

SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0LTR SPORT
X regd (WRC registration)

Four wheel drive 
5 door, 130k miles, in daily use

Mot’ed Sept 2010, Taxed Feb 2010.

Telephone: 
01631 710208 / 
07836 342622

£3900

FORD MONDEO LX TDCI
5 Doors Hatchback, Electric Doors 

Mirrors, Front Electric Windows, 2 New 
Front Tyres, 2005, MOT 6 months, 

Insurance Group 9, 
FULL SERVICE HISTORY.

Telephone: 
07955120180/
07925609400

£5500 o.n.o.

FORD RANGER XLT 4X4 TWIN CAB PICKUP
2005, 4500 miles, TAX 
3/2010, MOT 12/2009 

full service history, 
very good condition.

Telephone: 
01770 870371

£1700 o.n.o.

1995 VW CORRADO

7 months MOT, 7 months Tax, Black, 
FSH, Ex con inside and out, 

Future Classic.

Telephone: 01770(Arran) 860411 or 
Mob 07983624634

£4950 o.v.n.o.

BMW 728I SE
“W” Reg  2000  49000 miles.
 Satnav, TV and Telephone.

New brakes,discs and tyres all round.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran)

860302

£1500

W Reg (2000)
Metallic silver, electric windows, alloy wheels.

Recently serviced and undersealed.  MOT and Taxed

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600810 or 

Mob: 07979 416372

MERC VITO VAN 
110 CDI

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com  •  Web: www.lixtoll.com

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

07 (07)  DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Keswick green, 2 
seats, towing, 35,000 miles .......................................£12,395 + VAT
06 (56)  DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Cairns blue, towing, 
30,000 miles ................................................................£11,895 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 130 Td5 Chassis cab in Rutland Red, heavy 
duty chassis & suspension ............................................£9,750 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Truck cab pick up in Belize green, IW 
canopy & towing ..........................................................£9,350 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 130 Td5 Chassis cab in Alveston Red, heavy 
duty chassis & suspension ............................................£9,250 + VAT
04 (04) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty 
chassis & suspension ..................................................£14,995 + VAT
04 (04)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Rutland red, tow 
pack, one owner ..........................................................£7,250 + VAT
02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Silver, 2 seats, tow 
pack, alloys ....................................................................£6,750 + VAT
00 (X) DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Coniston green, 
tow pack, electric winch, driving lamps ....................£6,250 no VAT
00 (X)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HI-CAP PICK UP in Rutland red, 
HD rims & towing ........................................................£5,650 + VAT   

CHOICE OF 8 EX-SSE (HYDRO BOARD) 
DEFENDER 110s IN SILVER NOW IN STOCK

1999 2.0 SEAT IBIZA GTI
3-door, silver, 

133,000 miles, tax and 
MOT until 03 2010.

Telephone: 
01546 810016

£550£3999 o.n.o.

BMW 320D SE  50 + MPG
2000 W reg, Met Blue, 83K, MOT & 
Tax 2010, FSH, BMW Alloys, Climate 
Control Parking Sensors, 6 CD player, 
E/S roof, Traction & Stability Control 

Car, Drives & Looks Superb.

Telephone: 
07909 152077 

(Inveraray)

UNFINISHED
BOAT PROJECT

21ft headline canal/loch cabin cruiser including 7.5hp, 
4 stroke Honda outboard and twin axel trailer.  

Sited in Strone, Dunoon.

Telephone: 
07717 744489

£800



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

Unit 3, Inveralmond Trade Park, Perth, PH1 3TT

•PLUMBING & HEATING

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

Screened top 
soil for sale, 
excellent quality, 
delivered in 
15 and 20 tonne 
loads.
Telephone 
01887 820495 for a 
delivered price.

•BUILDING MATERIALS 
& HORTICULTURAL

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

AFRICAN LADY 
CARVING smooth hard 

set, bathroom set, bedroom 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

 BABY EQUIPMENT

Inveraray.

Inveraray.

Inveraray.

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

item, suit ornamental gate,  

 CAR ACCESSORIES

and similar, very good 

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

and ready to bring on, needs 

 FIREWOOD

 FREE AND SWAP

 FURNITURE

rarely used, delivery 

extending dining table and 

DRALON ARMCHAIR 

Oban.

three seater and single 

Oban.

hours, Oban.

Oban.

Oban.

 GARDEN

 GENERATORS

engine, very reliable, dry 
storage, sitting in Mull 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

Oban.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

shelves, toothbrush holder 

 LIVESTOCK

 LOGS

 MAIL ORDER

 MISCELLANEOUS

Ardrishaig.

 MOBILITY

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

Oban.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 PET ACCESSORIES

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

details over and over again! 

 TOYS AND GAMES

bridges, train sheds, turn 

 WANTED

Thanks to all in 
Lochaber and the 

Corran Ferry crews 
and staff for the 

good wishes, cards 
and gifts on my 

retirement, (especially 
the ‘Feeler’ Gauge, 
Eric!). It has been a 
pleasure to serve all 
in Ardnamurchan, 

Morvern and the rough 
bounds and beyond! 

Special thanks to my 
colleagues with whom 

I’ve worked for 17 
years all told. Thanks 

to my lovely wife 
Heather for putting up 

with wet clothes, diesel 
and odd meal times!

Yours Aye, Colin G 

MacLean.

Thank you to 
all who gave 
to St John’s 
Ballachulish

Graveyard Fund.
Iain MacKenzie, 
21 West Laroch.

Megan Cowling
Tiree

Happy 18th Birthday

October 13, 2009
Lots of love

Mum, Dad, Stewart 

and family

Molly and Jim 
Dow

Congratulations
Mum and Dad 
on your Golden 

Wedding Anniversary 
on October 15, 2009. 

Lots of love 
James, Laura, Jamie 

and Christopher 
xxxx.

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

SCRAP METAL

MetalsLADIES TRICYCLE

Betty would like 
to thank all family, 
friends and work 

colleagues for 
making her 60th 

birthday party such 
a great success. 

Many thanks for all 
the beautiful gifts 
which were really 

appreciated. A 
great time was had 

by all! 
Betty Cowan.

PERSONALS

 Jesus says 
‘I am the bread 
of life, whoever 

comes to me shall 
not hunger,… and 

whoever comes to me 
I will never cast out.’  
YOU ARE KNOWN 

UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

Thursday 15 October, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk
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BIRTHS

McQUEEN - Fraser 
and Irene are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
Samuel John on August 11, 
2009.  Special thanks to all 
at Oban Maternity Unit.

MARRIAGES
HARPER - WILLIS - At 
Balbirnie House, Markinch, 
Fife, on Friday, October 
2, 2009,  Dr Katie Harper, 
younger daughter of Peter 
and Margaret, Taynuilt, to 
Dr Neal Willis, younger 
son of Ian and Margaret, 
Dalgety Bay.

GOLDEN WEDDING
GRACIE - FERGUSON
- At Kilmore and Kilbride 
Parish Church, Kilmore 
on October 22, 1959.  By 
the late Rev I Carmichael, 
Alan to Margaret.  Present 
address,  Amulree, Laurel 
Road, Oban.
MACCUISH -
MACINTYRE - At the Holy 
Cross RC Church, Glasgow 
on October 20, 1959, by Fr 
Owen Gallacher, Alastair to 
Peggy, present address 11 
Islay Road, Oban.

DEATHS
BARRIE - William (Bill). 
Peacefully on October 6, 
2009, beloved husband of 
the late Nan, treasured father 
of Peter and his wife Susi 
and much loved grandfather 
of Ruth, Jessica and Freya 
and great-grandfather to 
Ruth’s son Theodore.
BROWN - Catherine 
(Catriona, née MacPhee), 
died peacefully on October 
10, 2009 in her 93rd year.  
Beloved wife of the late 
Dugald and mother of 
Etive, Lorne and Colin, a 
much loved grandmother 
and great-grandmother. 
Funeral to take place at 
Warriston Crematorium, 
Warriston Road, Edinburgh, 
on Saturday, October 17, 
2009 at 11.30 am.  Retiring 
collection for Oban Hospice 
Ltd.  All family and friends 
are respectfully invited to 
attend.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
with his family by his side 
at Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, Donald Campbell, 
in his 90th year, of 9 Victoria 
Road, Fort William, beloved 
husband of Cathie MacInnes 
and dear father of Alisdair. 
Sadly missed.
DONALD - Mary (née 
Grimshaw).  Very peacefully, 
on  October 6, 2009 at Islay 
Hospital, Bowmore. Isle of 
Islay. Widow of Captain 
Graham Donald, D.F.C, 
H.W.C, F.S.A (Scot). Dear 
mother of Catriona and 
Anne. Funeral service at 
St Kiaran’s Church, Port 
Charlotte, Islay on Friday,  
October 16, at 11.30, 
thereafter to Kilchoman 
Cemetery.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully, 
at Eadar Glinn, Oban, on 
Wednesday, October 7, 
2009, aged 84 years, Peggy 
(née MacKay), 34a Soroba 
Road, Oban, beloved wife of 
the late Hugh, much loved 
mother of Helen and Mary, 
proud granny of Carol and 
David and sister of Joan and 
the late Ewen, Sheila and 
Archie, all of North Uist.

SCHUSTER - Lorna
Frances of Nether Worton, 
Oxfordshire. On October 
8, 2009, peacefully at 
Glenkinglass in her 99th 
year. Much loved mother of 
Joanna, Peter and Richard.  
Funeral at St James, Nether 
Worton on Thursday,   
October 22,  2009, at 

Enquiries to J and M 
Humphris, 32 Albert Street, 
Banbury 01295 265424. 
STRUTHERS - Peacefully
on Sunday, October 11, 
2009, in the loving care 
of Ladywalk House Care 
Home, Anstruther. Robert 
Struthers, aged 100, 
formerly of Dunolliebeg 
Farm, Oban, loving 
husband of the late Baba 
Forbes, much loved father 
of Grace, Anne, Robert and 
the late Archie and John, 
granpa of Robbie, Gail, 
Jennifer, Andrew, Douglas 
and Jamie and friend to all. 
Funeral service at Church of 
Scotland, Corran Esplanade, 
Oban on Monday, October 
19, at 1.30pm. Thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. 
All friends are respectfully 
invited to attend. Family 

collection/donations if 
desired for Marie Curie 
Nurses.
WADDINGTON - Eilidh
died peacefully in hospital 
on Wednesday, October 7, 
2009, after recent ill health. 
Dearly loved wife of John 
and mother of Ian and Mairi. 
A funeral service will be 
held at 10.30 am on October 

United Reform Church. 

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

EDWARDS - The family of 
Dr Clifford Edwards wish 
to express their thanks to all 
his friends and colleagues 
who attended the service 
at St John’s Cathedral and 
for their expressions of 
sympathy following the 
death of our dear brother 
and uncle.
- Dorothy, May, Allan and 
Sandria.
GILLIES - The family 
of the late James Gillies 
would like to thank all 
relatives and friends for 
cards, letters and support 
following their recent sad 
loss.  Thanks also to all who 
visited dad faithfully over 
the past year and to the staff 
of the North Argyll Home 
for their devoted care and 
attention.  And the family 
has not forgotten the loving 
care shown by the staff of 
the Cruachan Ward at the 
Lorne and Isles Hospital.  
Our gratitude goes to Rev 
Catherine Knott  and Rev 
Dr Roddy MacLeod for the 
comforting service.  Also to 
Ian McInnes and staff, D and 
A Munn Funeral Directors 

organisation.  The sum of 
£476 was raised at a retiring 
collection for the Meningitis 
Research Foundation.
LINTOTT - Brian and Colin 
would like to say special 
thanks to family and friends, 
who paid tribute by cards, at 
the church and at Pennyfuir, 
at the loss of our mum.  
Also, the families of Joyce 
and Gillian, (Lancashire), 
Tracey Edwards, 
(Fernhurst), Marie Anne 
Dicker, (Havant) and Ena 
Colbert, (Liss, Hampshire).  
Thank you to the emergency 
services, Dr Emma Boyle, 
Provost  MacCallum and D 
and A Munn for excellent 
services provided.  The 
retiral collection taken for 
Oban Hospice and St John’s 
Cathedral raised the sum 
of £212.80.  To a loving 
mum, special memories of 
all things we did and done, 
your love will be forever 
in our hearts, loving you 
always, Brian and Colin.
MACLEOD - Ronan’s 
family would like to thank 
relatives and friends for the 

expressions of sympathy 
shown to them following 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Fr Roddy Johnston 
and Monsignor Thomas 
Wynne for the comforting 
Requiem Mass and to 
Mike, Angus and John for 
the professional and caring 
funeral arrangements. Many 
thanks to all who attended 

and for the very generous 
donations to Aberdeen 

Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. 
The collection total received 
to date is £2,020. Ronan 
will be sorely missed, our 
lives will never be the same 
without him.
MACPHERSON - The
family of the late Michael 
MacPherson would like to 
thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all the kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
phone calls and cards 
received. Special thanks to 
Moss Park Nursing Home, 
Belford Hospital and Glen 
Mor Medical Practice for 
their care and attention to 
Michael over the years, 
also to Fr Roddy Johnston 
and Fr Donald MacKinnon 
for a comforting funeral 
service and MacLellan 
Funeral Directors for the 
funeral arrangements 
and the Railway Club for 
refreshments. A retiral 
collection of £135 was 
raised for Moss Park 
Residents Fund.

MACQUEEN - The 
family of the late Nellie 
E MacQueen of Arisaig  
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
all the kind expressions 
of sympathy, mass cards, 

received on the death of 
their dear mother. A very 
special thank you to the staff 
of the Mackintosh Centre, 
Mallaig, Dr Gartshore, Dr 
Sabine, Dr Young (Grant) 
and all the District Nurses 
for the wonderful care 
provided to mum over the 
years. Grateful thanks to 
Fr Andrew Barrett and 
Fr Joe Calleja for their 
comforting funeral service 
and  spiritual care, to Mrs 
Angela Hardman and Mr 
Allan Henderson  for the 
uplifting music, both in the 
church and at the graveside, 
and to Mr Bobby Corson 

arrangements. A special 
mention for Mrs Cathy 
MacDonald  and Miss 
Winnie MacPherson for the 

in the church. Thanks, 
also to the Arisaig Hotel 
for providing  the catering 
services. A retiral collection 
of £653 will be shared 
between the Friends of 
the Mackintosh Centre, 
Mallaig, and the District 
Nursing Fund.
MATHESON - Hugh, 
Doreen and Duncan 
MacNeil would like to 
thank all family, friends 
and neighbours for all 

tributes received following 
the passing of Auntie Mary. 
We would also like to thank 
all who attended Mass and 
graveside, to Fr Donald 
MacKay for a wonderful 
service and spiritual comfort 
while Mary was in hospital, 
to all staff in the Cruachan 
Unit Lorn and Islands 
Hospital and to Hamish 
Hoey and Son for courteous 
funeral arrangements. Holy 
Mass will be said for the 
intensions of all.

IN MEMORIAM
DONALD - In loving 
memory of my mum, Cathy, 
who died October 9, 2004.
Sadly missed.
- Allan,  Eileen and family.
GALBRAITH - 
Remembering with love our 
dear mother, mother-in-law, 
granny and great-granny 
Barbara, who died October 
13, 2007.
Mum, no words no verse 
could ever say
How much we miss you 
every day.
- Barbara, Nancy and 
families.
MACASKILL - In loving 
memory of a dear twin sister, 
Margaret Ann (Annie) who 
passed away on October 16, 
2000.
Close in our hearts.
You will always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Morag and all the family.
MACCALLUM - In 
memory of a loving wife 
and mother Isobel, who died 
October 18, 1982.
We keep in our hearts
Our love of the past
Today and for always
As forever it lasts.
- Inserted by her husband 
Donald and family, 11 
Longsdale Terrace, Oban.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Iain, a dear 
father and grandfather who 
died October 16, 1981.
Remembered always
By his family
- Bunessan, Mull and Oban.
MACDONALD - 
Remembering with love, 
Margaret, mum, gran 
and great-gran, who died 
October 20, 2005
We keep in our hearts
The love of the past
For there it was planted
Forever to last
Too deep in our hearts
For death to divide
Each day of our lives
You walk by our sides.
- Inserted by Doshie and 
family.
MACGIBBON - 
Remembering our dear 
parents and grand-parents, 

2001, Angus, died October 
19, 1993.
No special day is needed
For us to think of you
You were both so very 
special
And we thought the world 
of you.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena and family.
MACKILLOP - In 
loving memory of William 
MacKillop, a dear husband, 
much loved dad, father in 
law and papa who died 
October 14, 2007.
It broke our hearts to lose 
you
You did not go alone
For part of us went with 
you
The day God called you 
home.
- Love Iona, Margaret, DJ, 
Dean and Megan, Yvonne, 
James, Eviejay and James.
MACKILLOP - In 
loving memory of William 
MacKillop, died October 
14, 2007, much loved dad, 
best friend and papa.
If tears could build a 
stairway
And memories a lane
I’d walk right up to heaven 
And bring you home again
Sadly missed
- Keith, Tracy, Demi and 
Harry MacKillop.

DODS
Kyle and Catherine are 
delighted to announce 

the birth of their daughter 
Claire Ann, on October 
4, 2009, a little sister 

for Sam. Special thanks 
to midwives Elaine and 

Katherine and all at Oban 
Maternity Unit.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 18 October 2009

Trinity 19
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15 

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 18th October 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 18th October
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk
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MACKILLOP - 
Remembering with love a 
dearly loved and respected 
brother and uncle, Willie, 
who passed away October 
14, 2007.
You always had a smile to 
share
Time to give and time to 
care
A loving nature kind and 
true
Is the way that we’ll 
remember you.
Rest in peace.
- Helen and Joe.
There’s a face we shall 
always remember
A voice we shall always 
recall
A memory to cherish 
forever
Of an uncle who was dear 
to us all
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKILLOP - In loving 
memory of Willie, a much 
loved brother-in-law and 
uncle, who passed away 
October 14, 2007.
Precious memories keep 
you near
As time unfolds another 
year.
- Norma, Peggy, Keith, 
Joanna and families.
MACLEOD - Treasured 
memories of Ian a loving 
husband, dad and papa died 
October 14, 2002.
Sadly missed along life’s 
way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Nancy, Mary, Iain and 
families.
STEWART - Remembering 
our dear parents and 
grandparents, Marjorie, died 
September 17, 1996, Ernie, 
died November 11, 1999.
No special day is needed
For us to think of you
You were both so very 
special
And we thought the world 
of you.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena and family.
WILSON - In loving 
memory of Hector, our dear 
husband, dad and granddad 
who passed away on 
October 19, 2007.
Rest in God’s peace.
- From all the family.
WOODROW - In loving 
memory of our David, a 
dear son and brother who 
died October 16, 1990, 
aged 21 years, result of an 
accident.
Wishing today and we 
wished before
That God could have spared 
you many years more
In our heart your memory 
is kept
To love, to cherish and 
never forget.
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.

A TASTY lunch which 
has become an annual 

congregation has raised 
the best ever total for 
church funds. 

Volunteers from 
Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Church of Scotland 
parish served up bowls 
of hot soup on a cold day 
last week at Kilmelford 
Village Hall raising 
£1,185 for church funds. 

Georgina Dalton, one of 
the organisers, said they 
were delighted so many 
parishioners, villagers, 
visitors and members of 
sister parishes had turned 
out to support the event. 

She said: ‘A really big 
thank you to everyone 
who came and supported 
it, the stallholders and all 
those who contributed. 
It’s not just a fundraiser, 
it’s a way of people 
getting to know new folk 
in the area.’ 

The parish also has an 
ongoing special appeal to 
pay for the restoration of 
church buildings. 

Muckairn Church 
Guild new season
THE FIRST meeting of the new season of Muckairn 
Church Guild, Taynuilt, was held on the evening of 
Monday October 5.

The Guild theme for the next three years is taken 
from Micah: ‘What does the Lord require of you, to 
act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

Justly’.
Marlene Stanners welcomed everyone who then sang 

a hymn ‘Called to Act Justly’ to the tune Bunessan.  
A reading on judging others from Matthew Chapter 7 
was followed by prayer. 

Marlene then introduced Peter Darling, a justice 
of the peace, who had accepted this voluntary and 
important commitment after serious consideration.

This is the 400th anniversary of this court in 
Scotland run by the local council, but from the end 
of November it will become part of Scottish Court 
Services in North Strathclyde Sheriffdom area and 
JPs will be chosen from applicants to adverts for the 

cases, many offences being the result of alcohol and 
or drug abuse.

Offenders must attend court when summoned, but 
some, mainly speeding offenders, may plead by 

consideration of the individual’s ability to comply.  
The court meets every four weeks, but between times 
the JP is asked to sign a variety of police warrants.

Risk assessment
Mrs Rosslyn Gordon, criminal justice worker in the 

Oban social work department, then spoke of her job 
with offenders. When police arrest people the sheriff 
will study a report on their personal circumstances 
before sentencing. A risk assessment covering mental 
health, dependency and age is considered.

A probation order may be given instead of a 
custodial sentence, in the case of good behaviour, 
or a drug dependency testing order over six weeks 
with treatment and monthly reports to the sheriff or 
community service may be ordered by sheriff court.  

All these non-custodial sentences are supervised by 
Rosslyn’s team, frequently with satisfactory results.  

Both speakers impressed their audience with their 
fairness and concern for justice and they were asked 
many questions. 

The meeting ended with tea and biscuits, the hymn 
‘We cannot measure how you heal or answer every 
sufferer’s prayer’ and the Celtic Blessing.

Church members served up tasty treats to raise a record amount for the parish. 08_t42kilm01

Kilmelford and Kilninver lunch swells church coffers

THE PARISH of Connel and Dunbeg 
has raised more than £7,000 in a year 
to support children at its sponsored 
school in Malawi.

The money raised and donated 
through the Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals has allowed every one of 
the 1,200 pupils at Chiperoni Primary 
School to have a daily meal at school.

The parish campaign began more 
than a year ago, in August 2008, when 
The Oban Times published an article 
inviting the public to attend a lunch and 
talk about Mary’s Meals’ programme, 
providing school meals for children in 
some of the world’s poorest countries.  

Maureen Nicol, who co-ordinated 
fundraising effort, said: The Oban 
Times’ coverage, and stories about later 
fundraising events, helped to spread 
the word about the project which grew 
to involve the whole community, from 
the church congregations of St Oran’s, 

Connel, and Dunbeg, to local musicians, 
dancers and pupils at both Achaleven 
and Dunbeg primary schools. 

‘The funding target appeared very 
daunting at the beginning,’ said 
Maureen. ‘We thought it was almost 
impossible to meet, but people have 
worked really hard and organised so 
many different events, that now we’re 
ready for our next challenge.’

Fundraising activities included a 
concert, dinner parties, a Sunday school 
barbecue, Scottish dance evening in 
North Connel Hall, a sponsored walk, 
non-uniform days and a bring and buy 
sale. Maureen added: ‘Reaching the 
£7,000 target is cause for celebration, 
and we plan to mark the achievement 
with a lunch at Connel Village Hall on 
October 24.’ 

As well as marking their success so 

the parish’s next challenge.

Pupils at Chiperoni 
Primary School in 

Malawi tuck into their 
daily school meal, 

courtesy of the charity 
Mary’s Meals and its 
supporters in Connel 

and Dunbeg.

AN INVERARAY 
charity is sending out 

equipment to the Gambia 

training free of charge.
First Aid 4 Gambia will 

provide 24 schools in the 

aid kits and much needed 
supplies to offer front 

Training will be then be 
provided to those same 
schools by an Inveraray 
family.

The charity, run by 
brother and sister team 
Bill and Fiona Nelson and 
friend Betty Graham, will 

of pallets make their way 
to western Africa in early 
October.

Charity founder Bill 
Nelson said: ‘We are 

First Aid for Gambia fundraisers, brother 
and sisters Bill And Fiona Nelson, back, with 

committee member Jerry Moncrieff and 
treasurer Betty Graham showing off one of the 

determined to make a 
difference in frontline 

western Africa. My sister 

trainers and we recognise 
the difference having 
emergency skills makes 
to people here on the 
west coast of Scotland 
so we can only hope that 

our training will make 
a difference in western 
Africa.

‘My sister and I grew 
up in Africa, living the 

lives in the Sahara, so 
when we go out to the 

aid training it will be as 
though we are returning 
something to this country 
that was so kind to us as 
children.’

Inveraray charity 

aid equipment             
to the Gambia

Connel and Dunbeg 
celebrates reaching 
Mary’s Meals target
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Storming home victory for Duffy

Calum, right, and Iain Duffy celebrate after their dramatic win.

BROTHERS Calum and Iain 
Duffy from Dervaig stormed to 
victory on a rainswept and gusty
Tunnock’s Tour of Mull Rally at the 
weekend.

The four times winners of the annual 
event did not make it easy for themselves. 
Following a puncture on the third test of 
17, the duo dropped to 24th place overall, 
thereafter staging an exciting, nerve-tingling 

The highly anticipated family duel 

and his son Paul who won last year did not 

test and Paul slid off the road on the 10th.

fate ruined his chances yet again. He 

in two successive tests that dropped 
him out of contention. A rueful
Dougi said afterwards: ‘Yes, I’ve 
led this rally a couple of times in the

rallying, eh?’

Meanwhile, the driver nicknamed 
the ‘Dervaig Dervish’ after his home
village on Mull lived up to that 

Mull’s twisting roads and undulating 

victory in his rear wheel drive Ford Escort.

local crew, James MacGillivray and Ian 
Fraser (Ford Escort MkII), while third 
were Lancashire’s Daniel Harper and Chris 

driving two wheel drive cars!

Fagg who were holding third place till a 
wrong tyre choice dropped them into the 

Other island crews who did well 
included the son and father team of Iain
and Angus Ogg who won their class in their 

14th overall and previous outright rally 

who won the 1400cc class in their Vauxhall 

16th place overall in one of the smallest cars 
in the rally.

Trouble

O’Donnell Jnr and Eddie O’Donnell 

Friday night section, then spent all
night repairing it ready for the second 
and third legs on Saturday only to

Escort struck a rock and damaged the front 

This Tunnock’s sponsored annual 
event marked the 40th anniversary 

attracted 150 cars and crews from all parts 

the island’s coffers at the end of a tough
tourist season in these recession hit 
times, with early estimates of some

economy.
2009 Tunnock’s Tour of Mull Rally

results: 1 Calum Duffy/Iain Duffy, Ford 
Escort MII, 2h 09m 25s,
2 James MacGillivray/Ian Fraser, Ford 
Escort MkII, 2h 10m 30s,

Mini Cooper S,  2h 11m 05s

Lancer Evo 9, 2h 14m 31s

Lancer Evo 9, 2h 15m 39s
10 Tugs Sherrington/Sam Bould, 

before sliding off the 
road in the 10th test.

Lancer Evo of Connel’s 
Shaun Sinclair and Chris 

overall.

Pictures courtesy of 
Angela Luke and



Shinty leagues
Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Newtonmore
Kingussie
Fort William 
Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic
Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber
Bute
Inveraray
Glenorchy

Kilmallie
Skye
Lovat
Caberfeidh
Strathglass
Kinlochshiel
Beauly
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Glengarry
Lovat
Newtonmore
Skye
Kilmallie
Kinlochshiel
Caberfeidh

Lochside Rovers
GMA
Kilmory
Oban Celtic
Inveraray
Ballachulish
Tayforth

Taynuilt
Aberdour
Strachur
ColGlen
Kyles
Bute
GlasgowMid Argyll
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Beauly
Lochbroom
Aberdeen U
Lochaber
Strathglass
Boleskine
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty

15 11 4 0 61 14   26
14 10 3 1 70 23   23 
17   9 2 6 38 28   20
16   8 2 6 32 31   18 
15   7 3 5 40 33   17
15   7 1 7 26 33   15
15   4 3 8 21 42   11
14   3 3 8 18 32     9
14   4 1 9 29 45     9
17   1 214 13 67    4 

16  12 0 4  67 32 24
16  11 1 4  43 23 23
14    9 3 2  36 20 21 
16    9 0 7  27 25 18 
15    7 1 7  44 31 15  
14    7 1 6   39 3615
15    6 1 8  28  3513
14   2 1 12 10  57  5
15   1 0 14 12  47  2

12 10 1 1 47  21  21
11  8 1 2  44  18  17 
  9  6 0 3  23  17  12
12  4 2 6  35  38  10
11  3 1 7  26  42    7 
11  2 1 8  23  35    5
10  2 0 8  17  44    0

17 14 2 1  69  18 30
1712 1  4 66  35  25
13  9 1 3  47  15  19
16  8 2 6  45 33   18
16  9 0 7  55 44   18
16  8 1 7  36 44   17 
16  5 2 9  34 51   12
16  5 0 11 25 55  10
15  2 112  21 63    5
16  2 014  31 71    4 

1313 0 0  66 13   26
16  9 0 7  54 48   18 
15  7 1 7  33 37   15
15  6 2 7  29 38   14
10  6 1 3  30 18   13 
15  6 1 8  34  32  13
15  4 4 7  35 45   12
12  4 2 6  20 24   10
13  1 111 17 63  3

18  15 0 3 72 15  30 
18  14 1 3 75 21  29 
18  12 2 4 65 27  26
17  11 0 6 77 37  22
15   7 0 8  52 53  14 
14   6 1 7  30 33  13
16   5 110 27 53  11
14   4 010 18 46    8
17  4 0 13 31 75    8
15  0 1 14 11 92    1 

Shinty

Results

Shinty
fixtures

Shinty
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Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Fort William 5 Bute 0
Kingussie 8 Inveraray 4
Kyles P Glenurquhart P
Lochaber P Newtonmore P

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kilmallie 6 Strathglass 1
Lochcarron 1 Inverness 0
Lovat 6 Kinlochshiel 3

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Inveraray P Tayforth P
Kilmory P GMA P
Lochside 5 Oban Celtic 2

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Caberfeidh3 Glenurquhart 4
Kinlochshiel 2 Glengarry 4

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Col Glen 3 Bute 2
Kyles P Ballachulish P
Glenorchy P Strachur P

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Boleskine P Strathglass P

Saturday, October 17

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Bute v Kingussie
Charles Young
Inveraray v Fort William
Colin MacDonald
Kyles v Glenurquhart
Ted MacDonald
Oban Caman v Lochaber

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Lovat v Lochcarron
Donald MacRae
Kinlochsheil v Strathglass
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Ballachulish v Kimory
Euan Pearson
Inveraray v Tayforth
Dougie Cameron 12 noon

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Fort William v Skye
Calum Duff
Glengarry v Glenurquhart
Deek Cameron
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh
Jock Matheson
Kinlochsheil v Newtonmore
John MacLeod 12noon

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Glenorchy v Taynuilt
Billy Wotherspoon
Kyles Athletic v Bute
George O’Rourke 12 noon

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Inverness v Lochcarron
Innes Wood
Lochaber v Boleskine
Ron Kennedy

win over struggling Bute.
Innes opened the scoring in the 10th 

minute with young Stewart adding a 
second three minutes later. Innes scored his 

spot 10 minutes off the interval whistle to 
give the home side a comfortable cushion 
going into the second 45 minutes.

Invereray while the result leaves Bute 

this coming week.

Fort net five over 
struggling Bute

Ross at the Dell on Saturday keeps Kingussie’s 
bid to retain their Premier Dvision title on 

Inveraray there must have been doubts.

the scoring for the home side after only three 

Robertson had put Inveraray back on level 
terms. Ronald Ross regained the Kingussie 
advantage after 13 minutes but Roberston 
took only a minute this time to restore paritly 
and neither team could add to their goal tally 
before the interval.

Kingussie came out with renewed 
determination at the start of the second period 
and within eight minutes had struck three 
times through Ryan Borthwick and two from 
Ross. Neil Andrews pulled a goal back after 
55 minutes but Ross when on to net another 
three times before Alasdair Munro deceived 
keeper Andrew Borthwick with a bouncing 
effort to net Inveraray’s fourth.

closing the points gap on Newtonmore 

still in a tight relegation triangle with Bute 
and Lochaber and will aim to take points at 
home this Saturday at the expense of Fort 
William.

LOCHSIDE Rovers became 

shinty to win a senior 
championships when they 
defeated Oban Celtic at 

clinch the South Division 
One title and the Dunn Cup.

not be promoted to shinty’s 

are the reserve squad of 
already Premier side Oban 
Camanachd.

Saturday’s league match 
became a cup double bill 
when the teams were 
selected by the Camanachd 
Association to play for the 

annual award to be played 

the annual Gaelic cultural 
event.

Over an even opening 15 
minutes both teams created 

chances until team captain 
Jonathan Will put Lochside 
ahead after 17 minutes. 
Celtic continued to press 
forward but were almost 
caught out at the back in the 

McNab making a good save 
from David MacCuish. One 
minute later McNab could do 
nothing to stop the veteran 
striker as McCuish tidily 

ball and produced a typical 

to put Lochside two goals 
ahead.

With four minutes of the 

First junior 
team to win 
senior league
Royal National Mòd Cup victory

Duffy missed a golden 
opportunity to reduce the 

Will missed an even easier 
chance to put Lochside out 
of reach before the interval.

David Devine into full centre 
to replace Keith MacMillan 

the forwardline in place of 
David Stephen. The moves 

young Cameron arriving 
unmarked at the back post 

Rovers achieve league and cup double
A jubilant Lochside Rovers with the Royal National Mòd Cup and the Dunn Cup.

Royal National Mòd Cup Final
Marine Harvest South Division One

Lochside Rovers 5 Oban Celtic 2
to slide in a cross ball from 
the right. With Rovers 

before Cameron repeated 
the move that produced his 

wickedly spinning ball at the 
back post and net Lochside’s 
fourth.

their best period of the 
match and played some neat 
shinty to force Lochside 
keeper Robert Dunnings to 
turn a low shot around his 

crossbar and Neil Carmichael 

Lochside struggled to get 

Celtic gained the upperhand 

Kenny Wotherspoon drawing 
a goal back when his shot 

keeper and into the Lochside 
net.

before David Lafferty met 
a loose clearance from the 

Celtic added a second goal 
to their tally following a 

who was Celtic’s best player 

shot through a ruck of players 
to evade the keeper.

At referee Ronnie 

Camanachd Association 
president Duncan Cameron 

president of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach to present the 
Royal National Mod trophy 
and medals to Lochside 
Rovers. Duncan Cameron 
then invited former Oban 
Camanachd Club secretary 

the Dunn Cup and South 
Division One winners medals 

Shinty

Ross nets 
six more 
to thwart 
Inveraray

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division

Kingussie 8 Inveraray 4

Shinty

Marine Harvest North Division One
Kilmallie 6 Strathglass 1
Lochcarron 1 Inverness 0

Lovat 6 Kinlochshiel 3

Kilmallie go top 
as all eyes now 
follow Lovat

North Division One title with a convincing 

which club with return to the Premier Division 
next season.

double from Trevor Jackson and one from 

goal through Rupert Williamson.
Lovat opened through Raymond Rennie 

after 5 minutes but Keith MacRae equalised 
on 15 before Greg Matheson restored Lovat’s 
lead in the 20th minute.

In the second period Fraser Gallagher 
scored twice in 10 minutes to stretch the home 
side’s lead but Paul MacRae also scored twice 

the victory from the penalty spot.

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1750

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
D Pearson, Dalintart Drive, Oban and Jessie Ross, Hillview Terrace, Ardrishaig, Lochgilphead 

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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FRIDAY

13

7

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Cloudy with showers or longer spells of moderate 
to heavy rain. Winds light to moderate westerly. 

Temperatures 6ºC to 13ºC
Friday

Will see brighter weather with some sunny intervals 
throughout the day. Winds moderate northerly.

Temperatures 4ºC to 13ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Saturday will be sunny with the risk of some cloud or 
light rain. Winds moderate south-easterly. 

Temperatures 4ºC to 12ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, October 15, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 03.41 3.4 09.18 1.0 15.47 3.8 22.14 1.0
Fri 04.19 3.7 10.08 0.8 16.24 4.0 22.52 0.9                 
Sat 04.51 3.9 10.53 0.6 16.58 4.2 23.28 0.8
Sun 05.22 4.0 11.35 0.6 17.32 4.2 **.** *.*
Mon 00.03 0.8 05.54 4.1 12.15 0.6 18.04 4.1
Tues 00.37 0.8 06.27 4.1 12.53 0.8 18.35 4.0
Wed 01.12 1.0 06.59 4.0 13.30 1.0 19.07 3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

LUCY McNulty enjoyed an 
excellent season at Dalmally 
Golf Club this year with a 
haul of wins including the 
ladies club championship.

Heather Clement 
also had a good season 
winning the handicap club 
championship.

Results:
Club Championship
Scratch – Lucy McNulty
Handicap – Heather Clement
Raglan Decanter and two best 
medals
1 Lucy McNulty 208
2= Colleen Brown, Janet Buchanan 
209
Silver (best net 4 medals)
Lucy McNulty 265
2 Sheila Tollan 273
Bronze (best net 4 medals)
1 Heather Clement
2 Caroline Manson
Summer meeting, medal and 
Baranardos
Division One
1 Lucy McNulty 68-6=62
2 Sheila Tollan 84-18=66
3 Colleen Brown 85-18=67
Division Two
1 Heather Clement 100-36=64
2 Ann Hay 100-28=72
3 Etive Brown 110-31=79
Ladies Open
Scratch
1 Lucy McNulty 72
2 Wilma Frew (Glencruitten) 78
3 Jill McGill (Kyles of Bute) 86
Handicap
1 Colleen Brown 84-19=65
2 Mary Plunkett (Glencruitten) 96-
29=67
3 Margaret Douglas (Windyhills) 
91-24=67
July Stableford
1 Ann Colthart 29-39=68
2 Janet Buchanan 30-34=64
3 Alison Livingstone 25-32=57
Medal and Charity Match
1 Janet Buchanan 84-21=63
2 Sheila Tollan 84-18=66
3 Alison Livingstone 87-20=67
August medal
1 Lucy Mcnulty 75-6=69
2 Heather Clement 106-36=70 
(bih)
3 Janet Buchanan 91-21=70
4 Sheila Tollan 88-18=70
Medal and Arc Shield
1 Lucy McNulty 72-6=66
2 Heather Clement 103-36=67 
(bih)
3 Janet Buchanan 88-21=67
4 Alison Livingstone 87-20=67
Autumn Meeting and 
Breakthrough Broch
1 Alison Livingstone 97-20=77 
(bih)
2 Sheila Tollan 95-18=77
3 Lily MacKay 105-28=77

Lucy on tip 
top form at 
Dalmally

Golf

Stroll in the park for Saints 

THE Under 13 and Under 

the October school holidays. 
The Under 19s lost 2-0 at 
home to Barrhead.

This Saturday the 13s and 
15s have no games again due 
to the school holiday but the 
19s are at home to East End 
United.

The Under 13s and 15s are 
back in action on Saturday, 
October 24 in the Regional 
Cup.

The 13s are away to Gow 
Valley and the 15s are away 
to Netherton. 

cup tie of the season and it 
turned out to be a no contest 
as the Oban side blew 
visitors Drumpellier Thistle 
away with a superp display, 

goals scored by Donald 
Campbell.

David Dunlop made a 
return between the sticks 
after an absence of three 
years and the big keeper 
made it look as though 
he had never been away, 

to admit that it wasn’t one of 
his busiest afternoons.

The home side took the lead 
as early as the fourth minute 
when Ross Maitland crossed 
for Asen Gaydardzhiev to 
head home. 

Donald Campbell and 
Allan MaKay then played 
Asen in to score his second 
goal after eight minutes. The 
game was over in the 15th 
minute when Saints netted 
their third goal. Donald 
Campbell passed to Sean 

made no mistake.
Saints took a 4-0 lead 

in the 27th minute when 
Allan MacKay and Donald 
Campbell combined for the 
latter to score a well taken 
goal.

Asen then completed 
his hat-trick, before Allan 

MacKay netted to give 
Saints a 6-0 lead.

The home side made the 
half time score 7-0 when 
that man Campbell, who had 
a great game, was at it again, 
scoring after some clever 
play by Allan MacKay. 

It tooks Saints less than 
a minute at the start of the 

second half to score number 
eight when Allan MacKay 
sent Ross Maitland clear 
and Ross helped himself to 
a piece of the goal scoring 
action, netting a well taken 
goal.

With two minutes left on 

this match when Sean Ford 
sent through a clever pass 
and Donald waltzed past the 
keeper before stroking the 

score 11-0.
Manager Iain Jackson said: 

‘OK maybe Drumpellier 
weren’t the toughest of 
opponents, but you can only 
play and try and beat the 
team that is put in front of 
you, and we certainly did 
that today. There will be a lot 
harder games to come in this 
season’s campaign.’

Saints are at home this 
Saturday when they take 
on Eaglesham in the 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy at 
Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm. 

Action from Saturday’s Scottish Cup tie between Oban 
Saints and Drumpellier Thistle. 15_t42saints02

Youngsters 
entertain East 
End United

Football

Saints ladies 
to take on 
Rangers

Football
OBAN Saints Ladies FC 
will travel to Murray Park 
to take on Rangers Ladies in 
a challenge match probably 
on Wednesday, October 28, 
kick-off 8.30pm.
 Coach Chris Picken will 
be taking a squad of around 
16 players to Murray Park. 

11-a-side game the girls 
have played as a team, so 
we wanted an easy match to 
start off with!
 ‘Obviously this will be a 

it will show our girls what 
the standard is like at the top 
level of ladies football.’

JUST six years after his 
father bought him a small 
sailing boat to use on the 
nearby water, Bellanoch 15 
year old Lorenzo Chiavarini 
has been offered a place 
in the RYA National Laser 
Radial Youth Squad. 

Lorenzo, who moved from 
Rome to live in the Argyll 
village permanently six years 
ago, impressed selectors in 
three qualifying events this 

Weymouth last weekend.  
He is the only Scot among 

the 13 males in the squad.
The GB squad was my 

ultimate goal this year and 

a delighted Lorenzo, a 
member of three yacht clubs 
in Scotland; Royal Northern, 
Helensburgh and Tarbert.

Coach
Few are more pleased 

than Duncan Hepplewhite, 
Lorenzo’s coach for the past 
two seasons.

‘He has been competing 
against the whole of the 
UK to try and get into 
the GB squad so this is 
a huge achievement for 

Team GB call up 
for Lorenzo

Lorenzo Chiavarini in action. 

him,’ he said. Lorenzo has 
already been successful at 
international level. Last year, 

in the World Championships 
and third in the British 
Championships.

Won
A year before he had won 

a race as part of the World 
Championships in Garda.

He had also been in the 

British squad for Toppers 
and represented the UK in 
Junior Laser 4.7.

Lorenzo said: ‘I’ve had 
great support from Duncan, 
the RYA and West Institute.

‘I used to struggle with 

now with their help I’ve 
improved.

‘I get so much out of the 
sport and I’m hoping to 
take it all the way to the 
Olympics.’

Windsurfers brave Tiree’s waves

Rugby

Sailing

SOME of the world’s best 
windsurfers have gathered to 
brave the full Atlantic furies 
of wind and waves off Tiree 
as the annual Wave Classic 
got underway this week.

The island, which claims 
the most sunshine hours in 
the British Isles as well as 
the highest average wind 
speed, has seen more than 
70 windsurfers register for 
this year’s event to battle it 
out over six days.

The Tiree event is for one 

Action from Sunday - the longest day in Tiree Wave Classic event history.

of the most sought-after 

To start the competitions 
off this year the windsurfers 
competed on Sunday for 
what was the longest day of 
competition in the event’s 
23-year history.  

Close
Irish Timo Mullen was 

leading early on in the 
competition for the pro-
windsurfers and John Skye, 

was running a close second. 
The Caledonian MacBrayne 

Coll Challenge, a tri-sport 
adventure race, is also due 
to return for its second year 
and will take place today 
(Thursday).

Rachel Cavers, 
spokeswoman for event 
organisers GMFCo said: 
‘The weekend got off to a 
fantastic start  and we have 
some of the world’s best 
competitors up at Tiree this 
year including Dany Bruch 
from Germany and John 
Skye which is also very 
exciting.

‘With international TV 
lined up and a number of 
media outlets coming up to 
cover this year’s event, the 
2009 Tiree Wave Classic is 
shaping up to be one of the 
best.’

Duncan Coombes, Head 
Judge from the World 
Tour, is judging this year’s 
Tiree Wave Classic and the 
waves and weather forecast 
for the rest of the week is 
promising.

Champion
autumn show 
at Benderloch

Equestrian

ARGYLL runner Susan 
Partridge won the women’s 
EDF ENERGY Birmingham 
Half Marathon on Sunday.

The race was run immediately 
after the World Championship 

13

OBAN Lorne lost an eleven 
year record this week after 
a well-drilled Cumbernauld 
team came to Oban and won 
a match.

The day had not started 
well as transport problems 
meant the Cumbernauld side 

after the scheduled kick off 
time.

After a half hour delay 
Cumbernauld started the 
game the better team with 
the majority of possession. 

It did not take long for 
Cumbernauld to break the 
deadlock when 15 minutes 
in a well worked line-out 
move allowed Alan McLeod 
to go over in the corner for 
an unconverted try.

Despite the early score and 
domination of possession 
Cumbernauld could not 

half as a determined Oban 
defence cleared their line on 
several occasions. 

Cumbernauld 5–0 up.
The second half started 

West Division One
Oban Lorne 0

Cumbernauld 24

Windsurfers Timo Mullen (Ireland), John Skye (Eng-
land), Dany Bruch (Denmark) and Jack Hunt.

This year’s Wave Classic promises to be one of the best ever after surf provides the longest day ever for competitors

Bellanoch teenager targets Olympic sailing squad place

Football
Scottish Amateur Cup Second Round

Oban Saints 11
Drumpellier Thistle 0

Oban lose 11 year 
record at Glencruitten

much in the same vein with 
the well-drilled Cumbernauld 
pack physically dominating, 
providing quick ball for 
the backline, with only last 
ditch tackling preventing 
Cumbernauld from crossing 
the line.

The continuous pressure 
was soon to tell and 
Cumbernauld’s Grant Cowie 
beat the last defender to 
score under the posts.

Soon after Cumbernauld 
were awarded a penalty and 
from the resulting lineout 
Alan McLeod went over for 
his second try.

Cumbernauld now had the 
bit between their teeth and 
were looking the bonus point 
try. Grant Cowie again beat 
his opposite man and raced 
past the full back for the 
second time to score under 
the posts for a converted try.

race and Susan’s time of 72 
minutes 50 seconds was faster 

representing Great Britain.

Argyll runner wins in Birmingham

A WET morning failed 
to dampen the spirits of 
competitors for the Benderloch 
Equestrian Centre’s Autumn 
Show.

Judge Clare Cathro selected 
Yvonne Sloss with the mare 
Antique Paeasi as champion 
with Rebecca Scott’s Welsh 
pony Stoak Grace as reserve.

The afternoon saw some 
exciting jumping classes with 
11-year old Olivia Foster 
tackling the open jumping on 
the little Welsh Micha.

The Bryony Trophy for Open 
Jumping was won by Janice 
Burnip on Ali Dante.

Islay club results
Golf

Bank of Scotland trophy
1 Charles Holyoake 75-5=70
2 Arthur Holyoake 78-6=72
3 John Ferguson 88-14=74
October Medal
1 Angus MacAulay 84-15=69
2 John Macintyre jnr 80-7=73
3 Kevin Johnston 89-16=73

Athletics
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