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Family’s appeal
THE family of brave teeneager 
Ciara Caskie Allan, who died 
last month aged just 16, have 
urged support for a charity 
appeal in her name.
Full story – page two.

Care scheme ends
THE local health authority is 
being partly blamed for Argyll’s 
‘successful’ pioneer home care 
scheme coming to an end.
Full story – page three.

DJ is in a spin
AN OBAN DJ with Down’s 
syndrome took the Lorne bar 
by storm on Sunday when he 
played his first gig. 
Full story – page four.

Magnifi cent seven
A TEAM of seven Coastguard 
volunteers has raised thousands 
for charity from a monster 
sponsored walk between Oban 
and Skye.
Full story – page five.

Heartfelt appeal
YVONNE MacHugh, the 
fiancée of Billy Irving, writes 
an emotional account of the 
suffering she and the other 
families – as well as the men 
jailed in India – have endured.
Full story – pages three and nine.

Shinty champions
KINLOCHSHIEL have been 
crowned Marine Harvest 
Premiership champions in a 
thrilling finish to the shinty 
league season.
Full story – pages 30 and 31.

Oban’s Iona Campbell celebrated a triple monster catch this year – landing three giant � sh each weighing more than 100lbs. And she has the photographs to prove it, 
posing here with dad Ronnie and skipper Alan and a 128lb blue shark. The 26-year-old caught the blue shark and a 100lb porbeagle o�  Wales in July, and then a 152lb 

skate o�  Kerrera last month, before releasing the monsters back into the seas to � ght another day. ‘It is just pot luck if they bite on your line,’ the Oban dispensing 
optician said. ‘I did not think I would be able to handle a porbeagle. They are a lot more � ery on the end of the line. They run circles around the boat, and they will 

give you a nasty bite. They are absolute brutes. Shark is easier than skate, which you are � shing through 450ft of water. They bury themselves � at, like a suction pad. 
Bringing it up is knackering. It took at least half an hour.’ Iona landed her biggest catch, a 174lb skate, aged just 14 while � shing o�  Mull, and has been hooked since.

Oban angler Iona lands third whopper in a row

Reprimanded care home is 
blasted for its lack of hygiene
A CARE home in Benderloch 
has been blasted for its lack of 
hygiene and the way it treated one 
of its patients.

Allan McMillan removed his 
friend from the Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home saying he was ‘lucky 
if he was getting showered once a 
week’.

Last month The Oban Times 
reported that the care home was 
issued with a formal warning by 
the Care Inspectorate.

One of the more serious issues 
the inspectorate highlighted was 
a lack of hot water. The report 
said baths and showers were 
‘rarely used’ in the home which 
houses 62 elderly people.

The report went on: ‘This leaves 
residents more susceptible to skin 
problems and infections, and 
does not promote the dignity of 
the residents.’

Mr McMillan, who has power of 
attorney for his friend, removed 
him from the facility because 
he had concerns regarding his 
health.

‘The home stinks of urine,’ he 
said. ‘He tells me he was only 
showered once a week.

‘It was costing nearly £5,000 
per month and that was for a lack 
of care. I complained about the 
smell coming off him and they 
said he was being bathed but he 
was not. You were lucky if he was 
getting showered once a week.

‘When he rang his buzzer, it was 
10 to 15 minutes before someone 
would come near him.’

Mr McMillan said his friend had 
been suffering with a leg wound 
since he entered the home.

‘He had been in the home since 
September of last year, but the 

wound had not healed at all. He 
has been home with us for eight 
weeks – we measured it at 36 
millimetres and it is now at eight 
millimetres.’

Mr McMillan said that since 
moving his friend has been 
receiving regular showers, 
adding: ‘And because of this 
his health has improved 100 
per cent. His mobility is bril-
liant now and the wound has 

reduced. It’s unbelievable.’
When asked what could be 
done to improve the facility, Mr 
McMillan said: ‘Shut it down 
and start again. If you are paying 
£5,000 a month for someone you 
care about to be taken care of, 
you expect them to be taken care 
of, not abused in that way.’

Contacted by The Oban Times, 
a spokesman for McKenzie Care 
Homes said: ‘McKenzie Care 

Homes would like to apologise 
for the concern and distress 
the recent Care Inspectorate 
findings may have caused and 
we have already begun to take 
action to return the home to a 
place where everyone can feel 
safe, relaxed and receive the care 
and support they deserve.

‘We have developed a robust 
action plan to show how we plan 
to improve the service generally 

and improve the outcomes for 
each person living in Lynn of 
Lorne Care Home. 

‘We have recently recruited a 
new manager for the service and 
strongly feel that this will be a 
positive appointment.’

Kieron Green, Argyll and 
Bute Council lead for health 
and social care, said: ‘I know 
that health and social care staff 
have been working hard with 

MacKenzie Care to improve 
the quality of care provided in 
the Lynn of Lorne and I hope 
that this can deliver long-lasting 
improvements.’

Counillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘Despite the report from 
the Care Inspectorate, I am more 
than confident that the plans 
they have in place are robust and 
will see an improved delivery of 
this very important service.’

Carer jailed for thefts from clients
A FORMER carer has been 
jailed for seven months for 
embezzling more than £6,000 
from vulnerable people.

Rosemarie Morrison, of 10 
Marine Court, Dunbeg, pleaded 
guilty to stealing a total £6,380 
from people she cared for.

The 36-year-old initially 
admitted to lifting £4,300 from 
a disabled pensioner’s bank ac-
count in instalments of between 
£200 and £500 over a 10-day 
period in June of this year.

Morrison then appeared in 
Oban Sheriff Court regarding 
this and, after some publicity, a 
number of other people came 
forward and reported similar 
thefts. She then pleaded guilty 

to stealing a further £2,080 from 
a total of eight people, some of 
whom suffered from dementia 
and limited mobility.

The money was taken in 
amounts that varied from £40 to 
£1,000 between April 2015 and 
May 2017.

Morrison was sentenced to sev-
en months’ imprisonment when 
she appeared in Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday October 9.

She took a total of £3,000 cash 
to the court. This came after her 
initial hearing was deferred for 
Morrison to explore options to 
recompense the victims.

It was at this hearing that Mor-
rison said she used the money 
to pay for bills after racking up 

thousands of pounds of debt. 
On Monday, her solicitor, Kevin 
McGinnes, said: ‘She tells me 
since the matter was last in 
court she has had three sessions 
with a psychiatric nurse and she 
has attended three sessions at 
Gamblers Anonymous held in 
Greenock.

‘As well as that, she has brought 
£3,000 in cash. She would offer 
that to the court as a down-pay-
ment towards compensation to 
all of the patients. She wants to 
make abundantly clear she feels 
terrible for her behaviour. She is 
ashamed for doing this. She has 
expressed deep remorse.’

It was revealed in court that 
the disabled pensioner who had 

lost a total of £4,300 had been 
fully reimbursed by the Bank of 
Scotland.

From the £3,000 in compen-
sation that Morrison brought 
to the court, Sheriff Patrick 
Hughes ordered for £820 to be 
issued to the Bank of Scotland 
and the remaining £2,180 to be 
given to the victims.

Sheriff Hughes said that a car-
er who breaches their position 
of trust must face a custodial 
sentence. The maximum sen-
tence I can give is 12 months’ 
imprisonment,’ he said. ‘This is a 
very serious matter. However, it’s 
not at the highest level.

‘The starting point will be 10 
months reduced to seven.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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Islands fl ights could be hit by new tax 
FEARS have been voiced that 
passengers using Highlands 
and Islands airports could face 
a hike in fares because of a tax 
on flights.

The concern comes after the 
Scottish Parliament was told 
last week that plans to replace 
air passenger duty with a dis-
counted alternative have been 
disrupted by legal issues.

The Scottish Government 
wants to replace Air Passen-
ger Duty (APD) with a new 
devolved Air Departure Tax 
(ADT) in Scotland from April 
next year.

However, it said plans to 
continue exempting journeys 
from airports in the Highlands 
and Islands required EU ap-
proval under state aid rules. It 
is understood that getting this 
approval could take longer than 
Brexit.

Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay told MSPs that the 
‘mess’ was the UK government’s 
fault, saying it could cost the 
Scottish Government £320 mil-
lion to maintain the exemption 
in the meantime.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan has backed a Scottish 
Government proposal which 
would ensure island airports to 
continue to be exempted from 
ADT.

An exemption from APD for 
flights from the Highlands and 
Islands has been in place since 
2001. Transferring the exemp-
tion to the new ADT requires 
notification to the European 
Commission (EC) which can 
only be done by the UK Gov-
ernment, as the member state.

The UK Government has 
placed conditions on this, and 

asked the Scottish Government 
to accept full liability for all the 
risks, including the potential 
knock-on effects on businesses, 
if the EC does not approve the 
exemption.

At Holyrood last week Mr 
Mackay told MSPs that the 
Scottish Government would 
not put the economies of the 
Highlands and Islands at risk 
and outlined an alternative 
proposal, which would use tax 
rates and bands to provide the 
same benefit for all Highlands 
and Islands flights, including 
connecting flights.

Dr Allan said: ‘The exemption 
to ADT, which has been in 
place since 2001, is vital in 
keeping the high cost of flying 
from the Western Isles under 
some control. 

‘The UK government is pro-
posing to work against previous 
agreements that there should be 
no detriment to either govern-
ment as a result of devolution of 
further tax powers.

‘It is not acceptable that the 
UK government’s conditions of 
notifying the European Com-
mission could cause the Scottish 
taxpayer to forego revenue for 
delivering the current islands 
exemption. 

‘I am pleased that the Scottish 
Government has outlined alter-
native proposals which would 
avoid risking that.

‘The UK government has 
indicated that it is willing to 
delay the devolution of ADT. 
However, I do not believe that 
this is an acceptable proposal, 
and should only be considered 
as a last resort to protect the 
Highlands and Islands from 
financial detriment.’

Memorial 
complete
RESTORATION work to the 
Lewis war memorial has now 
been completed.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar suc-
cessfully secured a substantial 
grant of £132,000 from the War 
Memorial Trust’s First World 
War Memorials Programme, 
towards £200,000 of planned 
refurbishment work. 

The work began onsite in 
May, when the memorial was 
completely covered in external 
scaffolding.

The main works  included:
� External stonework pointing 
to all elevations and faces of the 
memorial.
� Replacement of 15 slim win-
dows with new timber-vented 
louvres and the replacement of 
the four nine-pane windows.
� Replacement and renewal of 
the top turret roof covering.
� Fitting a new upgraded light-
ning conductor.
� Removal of existing secondary 
material (cement render, plaster 
and paint) and then subsequent 
repointing of the inner walls.
� The internal spiral stair re-
ceived refurbishment.

Charity appeal is launched 
in memory of brave Ciara
THE family of brave Islay teen-
ager Ciara Caskie Allan are 
appealing for people to support 
her charity work as a lasting 
memorial to her.

Ciara died last month at the 
age of 16 after a 13-year strug-
gle against a brain tumour.

However, despite her debilitat-
ing illness, Ciara embarked on a 
fundraising campaign in aid of 
the Glasgow Children’s Hospi-
tal Charity to raise money for 
the Schiehallion Appeal.

Now, to honour Ciara’s fund-
raising work, her family have 
set up a crowdfunding page to 
help the cause. The page has 
already raised thousands to 
fund clinical trials for young 
people facing cancer and blood 
disorders.

On the Facebook appeal page, 
Ciara’s mum Lloret said: ‘We 
always knew Ciara was a very 
special person and it’s of great 
comfort to us to know so many 
people thought so too. She met 
life head on with such optimism 
and enthusiasm. She will be 
forever missed but never ever 
forgotten.’

Lloret added: ‘Last year Ciara 
was one of the faces of the Glas-
gow Children’s Hospital Charity 
annual Christmas appeal which 
aimed to raise £200,000 to fund 
a neurosurgical endoscope, a 
challenge which she met with 
such enthusiasm and dedica-
tion.

‘This culminated in a charity 
ball where Ciara, along with 
consultant neurosurgeon Rod-
dy O’Kane, was a guest speaker. 
It was with such pride and tears 
in our eyes that we watched 

her stand in front of over 500 
people and tell the story of her 
journey and why people should 
be making a donation to such a 
worthy cause.

‘We believe that the final sum 
raised from the 2016 appeal was 
far in excess of £300,000, which 
we’ve been told by the charity’s 

team was partly due in no small 
way to Ciara’s involvement.

‘This year’s appeal will be 
to raise £500,000 to enhance 
clinical trials centre, commonly 
known as Schiehallion, at the 
Royal Hospital for Children 
in Glasgow, where Ciara was a 
patient for over 12 years.

‘Ciara’s long-time ambition 
in life was to work for or run 
her own charity. She had 
even gone as far as choosing 
a name – Over The Rainbow. 
While donations to this year’s 
appeal can be made directly to 
the charity, we thought that as 
a lasting memory to Ciara and 
helping her fulfil her ambition, 
it would be nice to raise some 
funds in her name which we can 
then donate collectively to this 
year’s appeal at the time of the 
2017 annual charity ball.

‘With this in mind, we have 

set up a JustGiving page in Ci-
ara’s name called A Gift From 
Ciara, where donations can be 
made. The target we have set 
is £2,500 which we’re hopeful 
we will be able to achieve with 
your support and love for our 
beautiful girl.

‘Finally, thank you for all your 
wonderful support for Ciara 
over the years, it has meant so 
much to us all.’

Ciara went through eight 
major surgical procedures, four 
rounds of chemotherapy and 
three months of proton beam 
radiotherapy in Oklahoma. A 
cerebral haemorrhage last year 
left her fighting for survival and 
paralysed down her left side.

Heartfelt tributes were paid 
to Ciara on social media when 
news of her death broke.

Deborah MacLachlan Dou-
gall posted: ‘My first memory 

of Ciara is from Ward 66. She 
offered me a Percy Pig and was 
horrified when I told her I didn’t 
like them - I got a full speech 
about how wonderful they are. 
After that any time I mentioned 
the name Ciara, my mum would 
say “Percy Pig Ciara?” You 
are all still very much in my 
thoughts.’

Linsay MacArthur wrote: 
‘Ciara was a lovely girl. I will 
never forget the beautiful smile 
she had every time I saw her.’

Erin Sinclair added: ‘Ciara 
was an absolute ray of sunshine! 
A pleasure to know such a brave 
young lady!’

And Arlene Fulton said: 
‘Amazing girl and such a great 
way to honour her wishes and 
ambitions.’

To donate visit www.just-
g iv i ng .c om /crowd f und i ng /
agiftfromciara

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Ciara Caskie Allan.

A FAMILIAR, friendly face is 
missing from Tobermory harbour, fol-
lowing the retiral of marine manager 
Jim Traynor.

Over his 16 years working for 
Tobermory Harbour Association, Jim 
has seen the Mull harbour grow to 
become the busiest on Scotland’s west 
coast.

Jim, who was brought up in Glasgow 
and built a love for water on the 
Clyde, said: ‘I saw an advert in The 
Oban Times for a fish farm manager in 
Tobermory, and I thought I will have 
a go. I was basically their only em-
ployee. I was with them for 30 years, 
building their business up. They are 
now the Tobermory Fish Company.’

Tobermory Harbour Association 
(THA) chairman Brian Swinbanks 
recalled Jim first began taking fees in 
2001 from visitors using the old HIDB 
swinging moorings, which the THA 
had purchased from the council and 
refurbished.

‘Jim was soon on the permanent 
payroll and THA board began a 
massive and long-term programme to 
install infrastructure to deliver “fa-
cilities for all”,’ Mr Swinbanks said. 
‘These included the reorganisation of 
all the moorings, the marking of new 
fairways and the installation of the 
step-ashore pontoons at Ledaig.

‘Jim worked alongside Morag Brown, 
a most dynamic project manager. 
They managed to find time to deliver 
many of the new projects agreed with 
the board and in some cases designed 
by the board: for example, extensions 
to the pontoons, more local moorings 
and more visitor moorings.

‘After delivering our iconic harbour 

building in 2008, Morag moved on. 
Jim stayed, working first with Alison 
Rimell and then with Mary MacGre-
gor and now with a full team at the 
THA. Barbara Weir assisted Jim for 
many years on the marine side. She 
stopped work in December 2016 and 
was much missed by our visitors this 
summer.

‘This year Jim delivered a final and 
most successful project: the new pas-
senger landing pontoon (PLP). The 
project was conceived in the autumn 
of 2016 and delivered on time, on 
budget and with all the necessary con-
sents early in 2017. Jim was convinced 
that the THA would benefit if we 
separated the cruise liner and day 

trip passengers from the step ashore 
pontoons. This season the PLP with 
a helpful low gradient second bridge 
has proved Jim’s point and met all the 
expectations of the Department of 
Transport.

‘Jim and Barbara worked hard to 
make Tobermory a destination for 
many cruise liners to Tobermory, 

building that business over a number 
of years. This has not been easy and 
often involved extremely long hours 
on duty for the wider benefit of the 
town.

‘Jim always understood that the 
THA should deliver for the wider 
community and far beyond the 
harbour. I think that he is owed a 
huge vote of thanks. The pontoons 
have been full, the shops, pubs and 
restaurants have benefited. More and 
more boats are visiting Tobermory 
and waiting for weather windows to 
sail west.

‘Local mooring holders have small 
dinghy berths on the pontoon and 
all the moorings are inspected every 
year. Independent consultants now 
tell us that the THA is delivering a 
multi-million-pound benefit to the 
town and to the wider islands of Mull 
and Iona.

‘Thanks, Jim, you have played a 
huge part in this success and you will 
be missed by the THA and Aquarium 
staff, local harbour users and by all of 
our visitors afloat.’

Thanking everyone who supported 
the THA over the years, Jim said 
he was most proud of ‘what we have 
all achieved together, starting the 
pontoons up from nothing. There 
are more boats going through us 
here than anywhere else: last year we 
had 12,500 boat nights. It has been 
going up every year since we put the 
pontoons in. It is a great organisation: 
we just muck in together.’

Jim plans to travel with his wife Jane 
to South Africa, and enjoy more ex-
ploring with their yacht Kookaburra 
and Land Rover.

Jim hands over helm at Tobermory harbour as he sails into retirement

HIAL boosts turnover
HIGHLANDS and Islands Airports Limited (HIAL) is reporting 
a signi� cant increase in turnover and passenger numbers 
for the 2016/17 � nancial year.

The company, which is owned by the Scottish Government 
and is responsible for the management and operation of 
11 airports across the Highlands and Islands, has boosted 
turnover to £22 million, increased passenger numbers by 
15.4 per cent to 1.6 million, and cut losses from £3.38 million 
in 2015/16 to just £8,000, for the same period in 2016/17.

Figures lodged yesterday (October 4) also highlight a con-
tinued investment of £16 million across the group’s airports 
at Barra, Benbecula, Campbeltown, Dundee, Inverness, 
Islay, Kirkwall, Stornoway, Sumburgh, Tiree and Wick.

Chief executive Inglis Lyon believes the airport group is in 
good shape for further growth in the current � nancial year.

‘Working with stakeholders, we are committed to sup-
porting the essential socio-economic role of aviation in 
Scotland through the maintenance and development of 
our airports, many of which provide important jobs and 
support in fragile economic areas,’ he said.

The company has also announced a new interim chairwom-
an, as the process of making a permanent appointment gets 
under way.

Current member of the HIAL board Lorna Jack will take 
up the post and help guide the company as it works on a 
number of projects central to the future of air travel in the 
Highlands and Islands.

Work to identify candidates for the post on a permanent 
basis through the formal public appointments process is 
already under way.

Works will bring 
tra�  c disruption

MSP in meeting on 
islands broadband

Opening date set 
for new homes

WATERPROOFING and re-surfac-
ing works to Craigston Junction 
bridge on Barra will be carried 
out between October 12 and 
26 as part of the ongoing repair 
programme. 

The works should not exceed 
� ve days and e� orts will be made 
to minimise disruption.

MULL and Iona Community 
Trust and Ulva School Commu-
nity Association are holding 
the formal opening of the new 
Ulva Ferry houses on Saturday 
November 18, which will be 
conducted by Michael Russell 
MSP.  

The opening ceremony will 
be followed by tea and cake at 
Ulva School, and then a ceilidh 
in the evening.

WESTERN Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan yesterday met with Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Economy and 
Connectivity, Fergus Ewing MSP, 
to discuss future plans for the 
rollout of superfast � bre broad-
band to the Western Isles.

Since superfast was � rst 
brought to the islands in 2015, 
166 cabinets have been activated 
across the islands. This has ena-
bled superfast broadband for 75 
per cent of the Western Isles. 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  
Tel: 01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  
Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

ITS IMPORTANT  
your new door is SECURE, ENERGY EFFICIENT 

and of course THE RIGHT COLOUR.

This guy can match the colour. 
So can we and  

we can do the rest.
RIGHT COLOUR. RIGHT DOOR.
 RIGHT FITTING. RIGHT PRICE.
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Speeding motorist
About 9pm on Wednesday Octo-
ber 4, on the A85 near Tyndrum, 
a van was stopped for exceeding 
the speed limit. The driver, a 
man aged 51, was charged and 
a report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Theft of wallet
Between 12.20pm and 
12.30pm on Wednesday Octo-
ber 4, a wallet and a tobacco 
pouch were  stolen from a 
lock-up on the South Pier, 
Gallanach Road, Oban.

Drug found
About 12.40am on Thursday 
October 5, on the Railway 
Pier, Oban, a man aged 37 was 
stopped and searched by police. 
The man was found in possession 
of a small amount of cannabis, 
and was charged and issued with 
a recordable police warning.

Abusive behaviour
About 12.50am on Friday Octo-
ber 6, in Station Square, Oban, 
a man aged 22 was arrested 
for  abusive behaviour. When 
arrested, the man resisted 
police and assaulted an o�  cer. 
The man was charged with the 

o� ences and a report was sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

Woman detained
About 10.30pm on Friday 
October 6, following a report of 
a disturbance at a � at at Corran 
Brae, Oban, a 31-year-old woman 
was detained, was later arrested 
and charged with abusive behav-
iour and a report was submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

Driving o� ences
About 9.15pm on Sunday Octo-
ber 8, in Station Square, Oban, 
a silver Vauxhall Astra  allegedly 
collided with another car, failed 
to stop and drove o� . A short 
time later the Astra  mounted 
the pavement in Sta� ord Street, 
collided with a road sign, failed 
to stop and  drove o� . Police 
attended and a short time later 
arrested a man aged 37 in Cor-
ran Brae, Oban. The man   was 
allegedly under the in� uence of 
drugs, was charged and a report 
was submitted to the � scal.

If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they  can call 101, or anony-
mously through  Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

TV show 
puts focus 
on Argyll

Right to buy Ulva agreed

PEOPLE in Argyll and Bute are 
set to get a rare insight into how 
the council works in a BBC tele-
vision series called The Country 
Council.

The three-part series follows 
the work of council staff in 
Argyll and Bute as they work 
with vulnerable people in the 
community, complaints about 
bin collections, road repairs and 
even bagpipe teaching.

The first episode provides a rare 
window into the airport at Con-
nel, and a travelling music teacher 
visiting pupils on Mull. Episode 
three will see an aspiring Oban 
DJ who has Down’s syndrome 
play his first gig (see page four).

The show is narrated by Game 
of Thrones actor, James Cos-
mo, whose actor father James 
Copeland hailed from Helens-
burgh.

Elspeth O’Hare, executive 
producer at Firecracker Films, 
said: ‘We filmed over months 
from late spring into the summer 
and, as locals will be well aware, 
we encountered just about every 
shade of weather but there was 
a lot of warmth from the local 
people and we hope that comes 
across in the series.

‘Filmed across some of 
Scotland’s most breathtaking 
landscapes, it uncovers unsung 
heroes who travel hundreds of 
miles daily to bring care to their 
clients, island staff who work not 
one but sometimes six different 
council jobs and the amazing 
frontline workers supporting 
families in crisis.

Episode one will air on BBC 
One Scotland on Thursday 
October 19 at 9pm.

POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol

RESIDENTS on Ulva were cel-
ebrating this week after being 
told they have the right to buy 
the island, writes Sandy Neil.

The Isle of Ulva has been in 
social and economic decline 
for a number of years. The 
ambition is to turn this around 
and manage the estate to 
provide sustainable benefits for 
the community in the short to 
medium term and in the long 
term for future generations, 
including the repopulation of 
the island.

Fisherman and Ulva resident 
Rhuri Munro, who works out 
of Ulva Sound, said: ‘Having 
grown up on Ulva and now 
bringing up my own children, 
I’m incredibly proud to be a part 
of this community right to buy 
application.’

Emma McKie, who runs the 
Boathouse café on Ulva, added: 
‘I grew up on Ulva and am over-
joyed to hear that we now have 
the opportunity as a community 
to buy it.’

The North West Mull Com-
munity Woodland Company ex-
plained what happens next: ‘As 
this was a “late” application in 
response to Ulva coming on the 
market, a formal process now 
starts as set out in Scotland’s 

Land Reform legislation. The 
government will now arrange 
for an official valuation and 
a postal ballot to be carried 
out. Hopefully, the ballot will 
confirm continued strong sup-
port for the buy-out within the 
community of Ulva and North 
West Mull. And the valuation 
will set the purchase price which 
will need to be raised by the 
community.

‘We have eight months within 
which to set out our business 
plan and raise the purchase 
price. An application will be 
made to the Scottish Land 
Fund, which it is hoped will be 
able to provide a substantial 
proportion of the necessary 
funds. Other public and private 
funding sources will also be 
approached.

‘However, there will be a 
requirement for the community 
itself to raise a proportion of the 
overall cost. This community 
contribution will be significant. 
We plan to launch a major fund-
raising appeal for Ulva locally, 
nationally and internationally.

‘We will be organising 
fundraising events, seeking 
donations and sponsorships. We 
will also be launching a crowd-
funding appeal.’

Offi cials are blamed as 
pioneer care scheme ends
THE local health authority is 
being partly blamed for Argyll’s 
‘successful’ pioneer home care 
scheme coming to an end.

Appin and Lismore Community 
Care Scheme was ‘potentially 
a very good solution’ to the 
problems of home care in Argyll’s 
remote area, Dr Iain McNicol, the 
chairman of Appin Community 
Trust, said, ‘and it was developing 
nicely, but it was not given time to 
develop’.

Lismore Community Council 
explained in its September draft 
minutes: ‘The original plan was 
for the grant from Argyll and 
Bute Council to last one year, 
after which Appin and Lismore 
Homecare (A&LH) would be 
able to fund itself. It appears the 
group is not able to do this. It 

seems not enough people took 
up the offer of having their care 
provided by A&LH to cover the 
overhead costs.

‘Without more funding the 
co-ordinator’s contract will lapse 
and, it is believed, A&LH will 
cease to be able to provide the 
service. Members of A&LH felt 
strongly continued funding to 
extend the co-ordinator’s contract 
was desirable. Nobody present 
had figures showing how close 
A&LH is to meeting its objective 
of covering its costs.’

The Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) decided not 
to fund the co-ordinator Elizabeth 
Bruce’s post beyond October 15 
due to the scheme being ‘unable 
to attract sufficient residents’ and 
‘issues in recruiting and retaining 
staff’.

HSCP disclosed three residents 
in Lismore and two in Appin had 

subscribed to the scheme, but it 
refused to say how many residents 
were sufficient to retain the co-or-
dinator’s post, or how close the 
scheme came to that cut-off point.

An HSCP spokesman said: 
‘Local residents have the legal 
right to choose their own care 
provider. The project, working 
with Highland Homecare, is 
continuing without the role of 
the co-ordinator. We have com-
missioned care from one of our 
independent partner providers to 
ensure all care is delivered until 
an agreeable solution is found.’

A disappointed and frustrated 
Dr McNicol said: ‘If the people 
who got the private care moved 
over [to the community scheme], it 
would have had the right numbers. 
It is coming to an end and we are 
metamorphosing into something 
different. By most parameters the 
scheme was successful.’

As tasked, the scheme trained 
12 carers – four on Lismore and 
eight in Appin – and then devised 
an efficient system to organise 
them. 

Dr McNicol explained that it 
would have been simple for the 
‘very experienced’ co-ordinator 
Elizabeth Bruce to do the as-
sessments, but instead the HSCP 
insisted they conduct their own 
‘cumbersome’ assessments, which 
‘created time delays of three to 
four months per patient’.

With no work imminent during 
that period, four trained carers, 
who were looking for full-time 
work, left for other jobs. 

Dr McNicol added: ‘We did not 
get the chance to build up the 
numbers as quickly as we would 
have hoped. It became chicken 
and egg.’

The HSCP the ‘suddenly pro-
duced a request for 56 hours for 

one client a week, and we could 
not do that. [Ms Bruce] said she 
could not responsibly take that on 
with that short notice,’ said Dr Mc-
Nicol. ‘The carers have formed a 
community interest company and 
they have applied for registration 
with the Care Commission. That 
will take six months. Then Argyll 
and Bute will assess if it is fit for 
them to fund it. That will take 
another two months.’

This means people will find 
getting care difficult for the next 
eight months, he said, unless they 
can afford it.

‘They were just defending budg-
ets,’ Dr McNicol said. ‘It costs 
money to organise a good, safe 
scheme. We are not tackling social 
care properly in the UK. We seem 
to think we can do it on the cheap. 
Some 35 per cent of the Appin 
population are over 65. This is not 
going to get easier.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

MP leads charity singing 
challenge for 500 miles
BRENDAN O’Hara and local groups 
are singing lines from The Proclaim-
ers’ song I Would Walk 500 Miles for 
a charity video to be shown in Oban 
next month.

The fundraising show, called SiMBA’s 
Sounds of the 80s, described by organ-
isers as ‘a glori� ed 1980s disco’, will 
also feature videos and song choices 
from the  comedian Peter Kay and 
musician Nik Kershaw.

The evening of family entertain-
ment, set for the Argyllshire Gather-
ing Halls on November 4, is raising 
funds for SiMBA (Simpson’s Memory 
Box Appeal), which ‘responds to the 
needs of those a� ected by the loss of 
a baby’.

Susan Simpson, SiMBA’s Highland 
co-ordinator, said: ‘The exciting thing 
about this evening is that we are 
collating an assemblage of videos 
and performances from local groups 
and national celebrities, so our whole 
evening will be planned by those we 
have asked to take part.’

Local groups singing lines from 
The Proclaimers song include Oban 
Sea Cadets, Oban Sea Life Centre, 
SAMS, Oban Communities Trust, Clan 
Diarmid from Oban High School, and 
Argyll and Bute MP Brendan O’Hara.

Videos by celebrities Nik Kershaw 
and Peter Kay will feature alongside 
those by SiMBA’s patrons Grant Stott 
and Gillian Smith MBE, plus SiMBA’s 
ambassador Lisa Hague.  The Spot-

light Musical Theatre Group will also 
be performing on the night.

SiMBA was founded in 2005 by Sara 
Fitzsimmons, a midwife in Simpson’s 
Maternity Hospital in Edinburgh. 
The charity responds to the needs of 
families throughout the UK bereaved 
through the loss of a baby at any 
stage during pregnancy, at birth or 
after delivery.  SiMBA  is devoted to 
empowering families to gather pre-
cious memories of their baby.

Ms Simpson, a volunteer since 2010, 
said: ‘In my work supporting families 
and individuals, I witness � rst-hand 
the extraordinary di� erence the 
support of the charity makes in the 
lives of bereaved families, both those 
who have lost recently and those 
whose baby died decades ago. I, too, 
am enabled by the charity to honour 
the memory of the child we lost to 
stillbirth and the child we lost to 
miscarriage.

‘The support and care SiMBA o� ers 
enables families to cope with a life-
time of loss, honouring the memory 
of the children they couldn’t watch 
grow up.  SiMBA  supports families 
who have lost their baby recently, 
as well as families whose baby died 
decades ago.’

SiMBA’s services are available free 
throughout the UK and beyond.

Anyone wishing to sing a line for the 
video or choose an 80s song can con-
tact Susan Simpson on 07771 358382. Brendan O’Hara belts out I Would Walk 500 Miles at McCaig’s Tower in Oban.

Billy’s son hands over huge 
petition to free his daddy
BILLY IRVING’S toddler son William 
and fiancée Yvonne MacHugh will be 
at 10 Downing Street today – the fourth 
anniversary of his incarceration in 
India – to hand over a massive petition 
pleading for government action to have 
him freed.

Exactly four years ago today, October 
12, 2013, Indian authorities detained 
35 security men, including Connel man 
Billy and five other British ex-service-
men, on board the anti-pirate patrol 
vessel Seaman Guard Ohio.

In January 2016 the ‘Chennai 6’ – Bil-
ly, John Armstrong, Nick Dunn, Nick 
Simpson, Paul Towers and Ray Tindall 
– were convicted of offences relating 
to the importation of their weapons 
into Indian territorial waters when the 
vessel went to refuel.

The Chennai 6, the Ukrainian captain 
and other Estonian and Indian guards 
and crew were sentenced to five years 
in an Indian prison. The anniversary of 
their fourth year in India will be spent 
in Chennai Central Prison waiting the 
results of an appeal that was heard in 
November 2016.

The men whose job was to protect 
commercial vessels from pirates in 
the Indian Ocean have now been held 
far longer than any hostage held off 
Somalia.

October 12 represents 1,461 days 
since their original arrest, and will 

be marked with a petition signed by 
405,000 people being delivered to 10 
Downing Street.

The petition will be delivered by fami-
ly members of the Chennai 6, including 
Billy Irving’s two-year-old son William, 
and John Armstrong’s five-year-old 
nephew Josh Armstrong.

It will be highly emotional for all 
involved. Billy is yet to spend a day at 
home with his son, who was born while 
he was in India. His fiancée Yvonne 
MacHugh has taken their son to visit 
Billy in prison. He has only spent a 
number of hours with the toddler.

John Armstrong hasn’t seen his neph-
ew in four years. Josh’s school class 
have written to the men in prison to 
assure them they will not be forgotten.

On the same day, a parliamentary 
lobby will take place, hosted by Ian 
Lavery, Labour MP for Wansbeck, the 
constituency of Nick Dunn. MPs from 
all the men’s constituencies will be in 
attendance, alongside the Foreign Of-
fice and family members: Lisa Dunn, 
Margaret Dunn, Yvonne MacHugh, 
Jim Irving, Margaret Irving, Joanne 
Thomlinson and Helen Armstrong.

But the campaign stated: ‘Despite 
all this support, it is not enough. Six of 
our veterans are languishing in prison 
for doing their jobs. They should never 
have been charged. Armed guards 
effectively stopped Somali piracy 

and weapons are routinely taken in 
and out of India. Why this case led to 
any charges being made is not known. 
The weapons were lawful and had been 
exported from the UK in strict compli-
ance of UK law.

‘No matter how small a step forward 
it may be, it’s a step forward none the 
less. Perhaps the lobby and petition will 
enable us to leap forward and bring 
the Chennai 6 home for Christmas.’

Meanwhile, the campaign suffered 
another setback last week when the pre-
siding judge stepped down, which means 
the case will have to be heard again.

The Chennai 6 Facebook page said: 
‘Today we received an update on our 
appeals process. We have waited nearly 
11 months for the judge to finally de-
cide that the case is too complicated for 
him so he has withdrawn from it.

‘This means that it now needs to be 
reissued to another judge and a new 
appeal needs to be heard.

‘The only positive we must try to draw 
from it is that at least he has stepped 
down rather than saying the conviction 
is to stand, so we can only continue to 
hope and pray that the new judge who 
is allocated this case is of a higher cal-
ibre and experienced enough to finally 
make a decision and make the correct 
decision.’

� ‘The day everything was taken 
away’ – page nine.

Schools are given ‘smoke-free’ message
YOUNG people in all secondary 
schools in Argyll and Bute have been 
benefiting from an innovative and 
stimulating drama performance.  

The play, delivered by Raenbows 
Productions called You are not alone is 
being held around Argyll and Bute to 
promote ‘smoke-free’ messages to stu-

dents in S3. The powerful performance 
also uses comedy in addressing the 
issues of taking nude pictures/having 
them on your phone, alcohol, being gay, 
suicide and self-harm.  

Following the performance there are 
workshops supported by staff from 
local services such as school nursing 

teams, stop smoking staff, youth work, 
sexual health and cool2talk – an online 
health information service for young 
people 12-26.  These staff will help the 
students to work through the issues 
raised in the performance and work out 
the best way to resolve the difficulties 
faced by the characters.
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Oban has lots happening this holiday week

Tea dance goes with a real swing 

THE school holidays are upon 
us again this week and it seems 
no time since the children went 
back after the summer, writes 
Oban town ambassador Kay 
McDonald.

It’s lovely to have had at least 
a few days of dry weather so far 
for them and it’s the best time of 
year to get out and about for 
walks in all the fallen leaves.

A perfect place to walk along 
to is Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds, all the joy of a 
woodland walk and then an 
exciting place to explore with 
a Faerie Day and a Clan Day 
among the things planned 
during the holidays, as well 
as an exhibition called Moving 
Minds which looks interesting 
for all ages.

Have a wee look at their web-

site for more information or 
check Oban Town Diary to 
keep you up to date.

For the quiz goers among 
you, there is also something 
to look forward to on Friday 
night in the Masonic Lodge 
where there’s a quiz in aid 
of Marie Curie and multiple 
sclerosis, both good causes to 
support and a good night out 
into the bargain.

If you’re looking for other 
things to do to amuse children 
then look no  further than 
Atlantis Leisure and Oban 
Phoenix Cinema, both of 
which have lots to keep you 
busy no matter what the weath-
er throws at you.

I must also say how delighted 
I am that BID4Oban had such 
a successful ballot – now I 

have lots to look forward to, 
including a Halloween party 
to organise, fireworks and the 
reindeer parade, to name but 
a few.

Last week’s photo was the 
top of the old bell tower from 
Oban High School and this 
week’s is in the centre of the 
town – if you can spot it.

WHERE IS THIS?

The silver tea dance went 
with a swing on Sunday  
October 8, when it was 
held at the Argyllshire 

Gathering Halls. Organised 
by the local Argyll Third 

Sector Interface o�  ce, the 
dancing never stopped, 

with Glasgow band That 
Swing Sensation playing to 

more than 150 ladies and 
gentlemen. An afternoon 
tea was served to all and 

a ra�  e kept them all 
entertained to the very 

end. Some travelled from 
as far as Campbeltown, 

Lochgilphead and 
Helensburgh, as well as 

the surrounding areas of 
Oban. The next tea dance 

will be held in the new year 
around the springtime.

Hundreds of golden 
leaves hidden in Oban

Heart of the Travellers 
fi lm comes to Oban

BID4Oban wins vote

HUNDREDS of golden leaves 
that can be exchanged for prizes 
have been hidden around the 
Oban High School catchment 
area.

The competition will run until 
Friday October 20 and anyone 
who finds a leaf is to upload a 
photograph onto social media 
with the hashtag #IFoundA-
H2OGoldenLeaf.

Prizes can then be collected 
from Atlantis Leisure, where the 
leaves will be on display. Each 
leaf can be exchanged for one 
prize.

Lucy Gray, a sculptor who is 
running the project, wants to 
highlight the work that Hope 2 
Oban (H2O) does.

H2O is a charity that helps 

young people, with a lot of the 
work being done within the high 
school. It has a presence in the 
school most days and runs a 
weekly lunch club.

H20 is very much behind the 
project. ‘It’s amazing,’ Joane 
and Beckie of H20 said. ‘I think 
it’s a good way to really lift the 
community and it is a good way to 
raise awareness.’

During Atlantis Leisure’s Sum-
mer Sensations, Lucy received 
some help from Oban High 
School pupils to make the golden 
leaves.

‘It is good to get the young 
people involved at this stage,’ the 
girls from H20 added, ‘so they can 
be part of it and they know their 
leaves are going to be hidden.’

HOTT (Heart of the Travel-
lers) is on the road at the end of 
the month with the film Sense of 
Identity.

Author and traveller Jess 
Smith will be at Oban library 
on Monday October 30 to in-
troduce the film which features 
Scottish travellers sharing what 
their culture means to them.

However, there will also be an 
accompanying exhibition which 
will be on view most of that day.

Jess told The Oban Times: 
‘Sense of Identity is a lovely film 

of travellers young and old who 
talk honestly about what their 
culture means to them. Awards 
For All funded the project.

‘HOTT was formed after the 
success of the Tinker’s Heart 
campaign which took me seven 
years to convince Historic En-
vironment Scotland that there 
is a culture of travellers.’

The exhibition can be viewed 
from mid-morning on Monday 
October 30, while the film will 
be shown later that evening at 
7pm.

Aspiring Oban DJ has 
the crowd on their feet
AN OBAN DJ with Down’s 
syndrome has been booked by 
a local promoter after playing 
his first gig on Sunday.

Christopher Knowles, 39, 
who goes by the stage name 
DJ Wolf, played his first live 
performance in the Lorne in 
Oban on Sunday night.

The event was organised as 
part of a BBC television pro-
gramme called The Country 
Council.

The three-part series follows 
the work of council staff in 
Argyll and Bute as they help 
vulnerable people in the com-
munity.

And because of Christo-
pher’s performance, a local 
promoter has booked him on 
October 28 for the Regent 
Hotel’s Halloween special, 
kicking off at 9pm.

Tony Howlett, who organises 
the Relentless events, said: ‘I 
am going to get him a gig. He 
is that good. I thought he was 
amazing. I am going to try and 
fit him in on Halloween night. 
His fixing is unbelievable. It’s 
good for him and good for the 
town.’

Skapade Studios, based in 
Dumbarton, were on hand to 
help Christopher on the night.

Skapade already run com-
munity-based projects and 
they trained the Oban man as 
he prepared for his big night.

Steven Gallonie of Skapade 

said: ‘I thought it went bril-
liantly. The guys have been 
training him over the past few 
weeks.

‘Jack Dyer assisted him a 
little, but he was pretty much 
mixing it on his own. His 
track selection was out of this 
world – it’s a mixture of house, 
trance and some techno.

‘For a short space of time, he 

has done really well. He has 
had the opportunity to play 
alongside Stephen Kirkwood, 
who has travelled around 
Europe playing.’

Stephen, who pioneered 
Skapade, was playing with 
the German Grammy 
Award-winning DJ Paul Van 
Dyke a couple of weeks ago – 
and he wanted to give Christo-

pher a flavour of that. ‘I’d like 
to give an extended thanks to 
Jack Dyer,’ Stephen added.

A series producer at 
Firecracker Films, which is 
overseeing the BBC Scotland 
series, said: ‘[Christopher] has 
previously been a profes-
sional dancer, but ill health 
meant giving it up.

‘[A] specialist occupational 

therapist from the adult learn-
ing disability team has been 
working with Christopher to 
give him a new direction and 
realise his dreams.’

Christopher was then put in 
touch with Skapade Studios, 
who already run a number of 
community-based workshops.

To find out more about them, 
visit www.skapadestudios.com

From left to right, Stephen Kirkwood, Christopher Knowles, Steven Gallonie and Jack Dyer. 17_t41DJWolf02

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Lucy Gray holds up golden leaves hidden in Oban. 16_t33GoldenLeaf01

BID4Oban has been successful 
in its ballot for a second term of 
running the Business Improve-
ment District in Oban.

Of the votes cast there was a 
75 per cent poll in favour of the 
BID continuing for the next five 
years, which represented 68 per 

cent of the rateable value of 
businesses that completed the 
ballot.

Chief executive Andrew 
Spence said: ‘This is a resound-
ing mandate from the town’s 
business community to continue 
the work of the BID company.’

The Friends of Oban 
Playpark scoop award
THE Friends of Oban Playpark 
have received a Nancy Ovens 
Award for Play – ‘the Oscars of 
the play world’ – at an event in 
Edinburgh last week.

Through its annual awards, 
the Nancy Ovens Trust builds 
on the work that Nancy Ovens 
MBE carried out in advocating 
the importance of children’s 
play in Scotland.

Friends of Oban Playpark 
raised more than £334,000 to 
build two all-inclusive playparks 
and a magical garden at Atlantis 
Leisure in the town.

The new under-fives playpark 
opened at the leisure centre’s 

25th birthday party in Septem-
ber, and the following week 
the Friends were delighted to 
win the award in the play in 
the community category at the 
Murrayfield ceremony.

Left to right are Fiona Sharples, 
Angus Mackintosh, Kathleen 

La� erty and Lyndsay Elliot.
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Hope for Argyll broadband pilot
GIGAPLUS Argyll’s board is 
hopeful it can save a £1 million 
scheme to bring superfast 
broadband to 1,600 remote 
homes on Mull, Iona, Lismore, 
Colonsay, Luing, Islay, Jura 
and in Craignish after a crunch 
meeting last week.

The groundbreaking commu-
nity-run project was granted 
£988,000 of government 
funding towards the network’s 
staged roll-out by Community 
Broadband Scotland (CBS), a 
Scottish Government initiative 
led by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).

Directors feared their five-year 
project had collapsed into an ‘im-
possible mess’ after their appoint-
ed contractor, AB Internet, went 
bust. They then faced an ‘absurd’ 
scenario where GigaPlus Argyll 
was burdened with eight masts 
it could not use, which would 
probably have to be removed at 
further public cost, after only two 
houses were connected.

Moray Finch, chairman of 
GigaPlus Argyll, described the 
board’s meeting with CBS and 
HIE in Craignure last Wednes-
day as ‘the most optimistic since 
the demise of AB Internet five 
months ago’.

Mr Finch said: ‘It is too early 
to make a judgement on the final 

outcome, but we are hopeful that 
with support from the Scottish 
Government, the ideas being 
developed by CBS might help us 
to get the project back on track.’

GigaPlus Argyll’s directors 
will meet Fergus Ewing, cabinet 
secretary for the rural economy 
and connectivity, at the Scottish 
Parliament on October 24.

Commenting after last 
Wednesday’s meeting on 
Mull, an HIE spokesperson 
explained: ‘Right from the start 
GigaPlus Argyll was an ambi-
tious pilot project.

‘Its aim was to deliver a 
superfast broadband wireless 
network across multiple island 
communities, to reach some 

of Scotland’s hardest-to-reach 
broadband areas. It was never 
going to be easy and it took a 
lot of work by the community, 
with CBS support, to develop 
a delivery model which had the 
potential to be viable.

‘The technical and legal 
challenges of building wireless 
networks, both in Scotland and 
in Wales, saw the collapse of 
established wireless provider 
AB Internet.

‘Having won the contract, it 
ultimately did not possess suffi-
cient cash flow to deliver what 
were challenging geographic 
fixed wireless solutions, subject 
to complex state aid regulations. 
The delivery challenges caused 

significant delays to the roll-out 
of infrastructure.

‘AB Internet was unable to 
secure sufficient additional 
funding to meet this challenge 
and entered into administration 
in May 2017. This was a huge 
blow for the project and has 
demonstrated the risks and 
challenges the commercial 
market faces.

‘There are very strict regula-
tions around the use of public 
funds in broadband projects, 
both fibre roll-out and commu-
nity-led development, and these 
will have to be a consideration for 
the community going forward.

‘Some £633,000 of public mon-
ey has been invested to date.

‘The community owns the 
masts purchased and there is 
a potential option for them 
to lease these. Suppliers may 
invest in and use the masts if 
there are enough customers to 
make this viable.

‘CBS has been working with 
GPA since May to work through 
the complexity of these options.

‘This work includes a realistic 
assessment of the advantages 
and risks associated with each 
option to enable the community 
to make a decision on the next 
course of action. CBS attends 
every board meeting and is in 
regular dialogue to provide the 
group with the most up-to-date 
and relevant information.’

MP is to 
host China 
business 
summit

Guidance 
on street 
advertising

ARGYLL and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara is set to host 
the first of many initiatives to 
promote Argyll and Bute as an 
excellent place to do business.

As part of Argyll Enterprise 
Week, Mr O’Hara will launch 
two China business summits 
to support economic growth, 
increasing export opportunities 
and encouraging inward invest-
ment in Argyll and Bute.

With the assistance of China 
British Business Council, the 
Bank of China, Skills Develop-
ment Scotland, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Business 
Gateway, the event will promote 
opportunities available to busi-
nesses, while advising on how to 
navigate the cultural and bureau-
cratic complexities of exporting to 
China, and exploding some of the 
myths that surround it.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘The opportu-
nities that exist in the vast high-
growth, high-value markers in 
Asia make these events a must for 
those considering branching out 
into Chinese markets.

‘I would be delighted for local 
businesses in Argyll and Bute 
to join me and take part in this 
fantastic opportunity to explore 
the prospects that may exist for 
them in the rapidly expanding 
and highly lucrative markets.’

As well as lectures, workshops 
and one-to-one advice sessions, 
the seminars will look at fi-
nance, logistics, networking, and 
legal and marketing challenges.

The events will be held in the 
Corran Halls, Oban, on Wednes-
day November 8 and Campbel-
town Town Hall on Thursday 
November 9. Both events open at 
9.30am and conclude by 1.30pm.

Bookings can either by made 
by contacting brendan.ohara.
mp@parliament.uk or 01436 
670587.

BUSINESSES are being 
reminded to check whether 
they need permission to put up 
advertising signs.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
produced a new set of guidelines 
to give advice to local firms and 
residents.

People planning to install new 
or replacement signs are being 
urged to check with the council 
before going ahead.

Some concerns have been 
raised about a growing number 
of A boards in town centres and 
whether these impact on safety, 
accessibility of town centres and 
look of the streets.

Councillor David Kinniburgh 
said: ‘Signs, whether on a build-
ing or a sandwich board on the 
street, come under the control of 
the council.

‘While some types of signage 
may not need permission, in 
many cases businesses will need 
to apply for planning consent or 
pavement licences before going 
ahead.

‘That’s why we have produced 
this guidance – it’s clear, 
straightforward advice on the 
circumstances in which per-
mission is needed, and what’s 
required when making an appli-
cation.’

The Advertisement and Sig-
nage Policy Technical Working 
Note is available to view at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp

Oban Coastguard 
volunteers raise 
£5,000 from marathon
A TEAM of Oban Coastguard 
volunteers have completed a 
marathon walk in memory of 
colleague Ali MacNab.

Ali, a long-serving member 
of the Oban Coastguard Res-
cue Team, died in January last 
year aged 48 following a battle 
with cancer.

The Coastguard team hiked 
from Pulpit Hill in Oban to 
Edinbane on the Isle of Skye 
and raised in excess of £5,000 
which will go to Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

The walk started at Pulpit 
Hill where the Coastguard 
team have placed a bench in 
memory of Ali. The bench 
faces the Sound of Mull and 
in the distance is Ali’s home 
island of Skye. The distance 
walked was 174 miles – or 
approximately 800,000 steps.

Ali was brought up at Edin-

bane but he lived and worked 
in Oban. As part of the Coast-
guard team, Ali attended 
many incidents. His good hu-
mour, strength of character, 
and willingness to help others 
made him the Coastguard 
others aspired to be.

Taking part in the walk were 
Iain MacKinnon, Davy Bryce, 
Calum Carnie, Ron Steven-
son, Steve Millar, Andy Barrie 
and Tim Aitkenhead – all 
Coastguard volunteers.

Donations were received 
from individuals, businesses in 
Oban and on Skye, and from 
people who donated cash and 
sustenance for the walkers.

The team said that thoughts 
are now turning to 2018 when it 
is planned to undertake another 
fundraising initiative – perhaps 
walking the length of the West-
ern Isles, finishing on Skye. The Coastguard volunteers toast their arrival on Skye.

TIMESLINE
Air in Argyll is 
o�  cially clean
AIR quality in Argyll and Bute 
has been found to be of a high 
standard.

Monitoring by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s environmental 
health team has found levels of 
pollutants well within national 
guidelines.

Councillor David Kinniburgh 
said: ‘Air quality standards can 
impact on health, which is why 
all Scottish councils have to reg-
ularly assess it.

‘Eight pollutants are tested for 
and I’m delighted we were well 
within the levels set down by 
the government for every one of 
them.’

Some of the pollutants are mainly 
from vehicle emissions. Testing for 
these is done at 10 di� erent sites 
across Argyll and Bute and all show 
a steady or falling trend.

 

Up for award
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s in-
clusion of Community Bene� ts 
Clauses (CBC) in the contracts 
it awards has been shortlisted 
as a � nalist in the prestigious 
GO Sustainable Procurement 
Award – Local Authorities 
category.

The council’s initiative has 
seen positive socio-economic 
environmental impacts and 
helped increase employment, 
apprenticeships and work 
placement opportunities and 
other community bene� ts 
including, the use of Argyll 
and Bute-based contractors 
and suppliers, training for 
sub-contractors, education 
support initiatives, communi-
ty enhancement projects and 
local sponsorship.

Winners will be announced in 
Glasgow on October 25.

 

Vision agreed
A VISION for achieving the best 
for children and young people 
has been set out in partnership 
between Argyll and Bute Council 
and NHS Highland.

The new Children and Young 
People’s Services Plan for 2017/20 
is a commitment by the council 
and NHS Highland to improving 
the lives of all of our children and 
young people.

Go to www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
ICSP and read the full report at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/ 
default/� les/cyspsm.pdf

Study done into A85 safety
A ROAD safety study is cur-
rently being carried out on the 
A85 between Oban and Connel 
by Transport Scotland.

A spokesperson for Transport 
Scotland said the community 
will be notified of its completion 
in the next few months.

The Oban Times has been 
campaigning since the 
beginning of the year for im-
provements to be made to this 
section of road.

We started the campaign due 
to the number of tragic and 
heartbreaking accidents that 
have taken place on that stretch 
of road over decades. At least 11 
people have died in the past 17 
years.

So far our petition has been 
signed by more than 200 people 

asking for three main improve-
ments to be made.

The Stay Alive on the A85 pe-
tition is calling for a reduction in 
the speed limit, an extension of 
the double white lines to prevent 
overtaking between Connel and 
Oban, and a lay-by to be created 
at Pennyfuir Cemetery.

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘We welcomed 
the opportunity to engage 
with both Oban Community 
Council in June this year and 
subsequently the opportunity 
to attend the question-and-an-
swer session called by Dunbeg 
Community Council alongside 
Argyll and Bute Council repre-
sentatives.

‘During this engagement we 
listened to the community con-

cerns and provided an overview 
of our road safety study on the 
A85 between Connel and Oban 
which will include issues raised 
by the community.

‘Next steps will be dependent 
on the outcome of the study 
and we will update the local 
community in the coming 
months.

‘In addition to this study, 
electronic pedestrian wig wag 
signs at Pennyfuir Cemetery 
have recently been upgraded. 
We also carried out vegetation 
clearance work on the A85 
earlier this year, including 
through the Dunbeg area, 
improving visibility for A85 
users.’

Sign the petition at www.
obantimes.co.uk/stayalive85

Communities say on funding

Joining forces to fi x roads

MSP welcomes fracking ban

COMMUNITIES are to have 
a say in how an Argyll and Bute 
Council fund is spent.

Residents will be able to 
decide how the Supporting 
Communities Fund – which 
this year gave out £112,000 – is 
dispersed. The fund is split 
equally between the four area 
committee areas – Oban, Lorn 

and the Isles, Mid Argyll, Kin-
tyre and the Islands, Helens-
burgh and Lomond, and Bute 
and Cowal – with the commit-
tees deciding which projects 
are funded. The council has 
been given Scottish Govern-
ment funding to support this 
project with the Supporting 
Communities Fund.

ARGYLL and Bute Council is to join forces with other local 
authorities on a project aimed at improving roads maintenance.

The deal will see eight councils work together and could 
include sharing staff, equipment and properties.

The aim is to use shared resources to enhance the council’s 
repair and maintenance service for the benefit of local resi-
dents, businesses and visitors, and to reduce costs.

It is to be called the Northern Roads Collaboration Forum 
and will include Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Com-
harlie nan Eilean Siar and Moray councils.

ARGYLL and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell has welcomed 
the Scottish Government’s 
announcement that fracking 
will be banned.

Mr Russell said: ‘The eastern 
edge of the Argyll and Bute 
constituency, including part 
of the Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park, was 
one of the areas originally 
identified as having potential 
for fracking, something I have 
consistently opposed. The 
Scottish Government previ-
ously announced a moratorium 
while it ran a public consulta-
tion and examined evidence 
over health and public safety.

‘The consultation was the 
second largest run by the 
Scottish Government, receiv-
ing 60,535 valid responses 
– of which 99 per cent were 
opposed to fracking.

‘People in Argyll and Bute 
had deep concerns about the 
development of fracking. The 
Scottish Government has now 
undertaken one of the most far 
reaching investigations into un-
conventional oil and gas of any 
government in the world. The 
judgement is now clear: we 
could not pursue fracking in 
confidence that it would not 
undermine public health or our 
climate change targets.’
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What have our councillors 
got to hide?
I REMAIN baffled – but highly suspi-
cious – by our councillors’ refusal to allow 
‘live-streaming’ of their meetings.

What have they got to hide?
We have reported on this issue a number of 

times recently. Indeed, a petition calling for 
meetings to be broadcast as they happen has 
been signed by more than 1,000 people.

Many other local authorities, including the 
Highland Council and Western Isles, live-
stream their meetings, so why not Argyll and 
Bute?

This is the 21st century and we all live 
in a hi-tech world where activities such as 
live-streaming are commonplace.

What’s more, our council already has all the 
necessary equipment, which it currently uses 
for video conferences, so there is no excuse for 
denying us a glimpse of councillors in action.

Councillor Julie McKenzie, who started the 
petition, was quoted a few weeks ago saying 
live-streaming the meetings online will not 
only open the decision-making process to 
those who can’t attend, but will also improve 
the quality of debate.

She also made a valid point about the ge-
ography of Argyll and Bute and how the very 
large rural area, with so many islands, often 
makes it extremely difficult for local taxpayers 
to travel to Kilmory to attend meetings.

An Argyll and Bute Council spokesman 
confirmed the local authority has the equip-
ment, saying: ‘The council has invested in new 
technology, including video conferencing, 
which has already realised considerable bene-
fits, including saving significant staff time and 
costs in travelling to meetings.

‘The council’s constitution has an existing 
protocol which allows members to participate 

in certain meetings remotely. Future develop-
ments could include live-streaming and this 
would be a matter for elected members of the 
council to decide.’

Our councillors who oppose being broadcast 
have, of course, risible excuses for opposing 
the move. Principal among them is the sup-
posed cost.

But when the kit they need is already in use 
for video conferencing, where is this so-called 
cost?

In this day and age, it is vital our local de-
mocracy should be seen as transparent. We 
have - indeed, we demand - the right to see 
the decision-making process in operation.

Many people would probably find the level 
of debate less than inspiring and some would 
possibly be surprised at how dull such meet-
ings can be.

But that does not alter the fact we should be 
able to tune in.

I repeat: what on earth have they got to hide?

Happy 25th birthday 
Atlantis Leisure
CONGRATULATIONS to the splendid 
folk at Atlantis Leisure, who celebrated the 
centre’s 25th birthday in style.

We were more than happy to report on the 
party held at Atlantis, complete with a picture 
special, in last week’s newspaper.

Sadly, as will inevitably happen from time 
to time, we made an error due to a technical 
problem. One of the pictures was reproduced 
twice. 

The caption for three-year-old Kyra Mac-
Intyre of Dunbeg Primary School nursery 
posing with Atlantis Leisure’s winter mascot 
Coolio was correct but appeared under the 
wrong image.

So we are more than happy to print the cor-

rect photo here this week. And we hope you 
enjoyed the party, Kyra.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4 HB.

AROUND 30 businesses and local groups 
attended the launch of digital events in 
Dunoon last week.

Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
is launching a programme of #hellodigital 
events in Dunoon over the next six months 
to help enterprises make the most of digital 
opportunities to promote and operate their 
businesses and projects.

The centre was opened by local MP 
Brendan O’Hara and ‘experts’ from Goog-
le Digital Garage kicked off with a session 
about digital innovation. This provided 
hands-on experience of 360 cameras, virtu-
al reality and augmented reality.

Brendan O’Hara MP said: ‘Digital is 
dominating modern life and it’s opening 
more and more opportunities for com-
merce across the board, from marketing to 
networking to sales and beyond.

‘These sessions will open doors for 
so many and inspire the entrepreneurs 
amongst us. Even if you think you know 
your stuff, there’s always more to learn.

‘Argyll and Bute has so much to offer and 
we need to take every opportunity to put 
ourselves out there. With the backbone of 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the 
partners in this initiative, these sessions 
will be invaluable.’

PRIMARY one pupil Ava McNaught is climbing a hill 
and taking part in her first pageant in aid of two special 
charities.

Ava, five, from Lochgoilhead, is competing next month 
in the final of Junior Miss Scotland, an event that raises 
awareness and funds for the United Together Founda-
tion which tackles bullying, racism and discrimination.

Ava will also be raising money for Scottish Autism. 
Her four-year-old brother Liam has autism and the 
family hope to raise awareness and understanding of 
this condition.

During the October holidays, Ava and Liam will be 
joined by other family members and some of Ava’s class-
mates in a sponsored climb of The Steeple, a 378-metre 
hill behind Lochgoilhead.

Any funds raised will be split between the two charities.
Ava’s family has set up a fundraising page - www.

gofundme.com/junior-miss- scotland-final - which closes 
on Tuesday October 24. The Junior Miss Scotland pag-
eant takes place on Sunday November 5 in Glasgow.

DELEGATES from the German region of Bavaria visit-
ed Dunstaffnage to celebrate a partnership with Argyll 
and Bute that dates back 50 years.

The twinning arrangement dates back to 1967 when 
Argyll County Council signed a charter with colleagues 
in Amberg-Sulzbach, which focussed on young people 
and cultural exchanges between schools.

Argyll and Bute Council representatives showed the 
Bavarian delegation, including the chief executive and 
leader, why Argyll and Bute is a place where people want 
to live, work and do business.

During the group’s four-day visit, the delegates visited 
Dunstaffanage, SAMS and Xanthella near Oban before 
visiting Campbeltown.

They also dropped into Auchentullich Farm Shop in 
Arden, near Helensburgh, and enjoyed a Bute Commu-
nity Band concert.

During the visit, the council leaders signed a joint char-
ter, or Urkunde, to signify the importance of continuing 
and strengthening the twinning partnership.

FOLLOWING the announcement the Killin to Cal-
lander bus is to be discontinued, a Stirling MSP has met 
with council officials.

Kingshouse Travel will be stopping the service after 
December 30 this year because of a shortage of drivers.

Bruce Crawford MSP met with representatives from 
Stirling Council’s transport department to discuss what 
happens next.

This comes after Stirling Council conducted a number 
of public consultations in the area to determine possible 
options.

Mr Crawford said: ‘Having met with Stirling Council 
officials, I am pleased efforts are being made to reach 
out to people in the local community as it is residents 
who use the current service who are best placed to ad-
vise what type of replacement would fulfil the needs of 
these particular communities.

‘The C60 bus has been met with deeply unfortunate 
circumstances and it is clear from the discussions I have 
had with transport representatives that the issues lead-
ing to the decision to discontinue the service centred 
around staffing.

‘I understand that, from the public meetings held, 
a range of different ideas and views were voiced by 
residents and I have been assured they will all be taken 
into account by officials when devising a strategy for 
replacing the crucial Killin to Callander link.’

TSB PARTNERS in Lochgilphead 
have raised £166 for MS Centre Mid 
Argyll by ditching their normal mode 
of transport and riding their bikes to 
work.

One partner even rode her horse to 
work.

In addition, those who preferred to 
show off their baking skills, produced 
wonderful baking to sell in the branch, 
in aid of the centre.

‘Hike It or Bike It’ was initiated by 

TSB’s team in Scotland in 2013, which 
has raised more than £40,000 for 
charity.

In 2014, TSB made the initiative an 
annual fundraiser and many partners 
hopped on the saddle or trekked into 
work to raise money. ‘Bake It’ was 
added to the event this year, making it 
more inclusive for those who prefer to 
be in the kitchen than outdoors.

Christine Shankly, bank manager at 
TSB Lochgilphead, said: ‘By leaving 

their cars at home and shunning pub-
lic transport or taking to the kitchen 
to bake, our team has worked hard to 
make this event a success.

‘Thanks go to all of our partners 
who took part and everyone who has 
supported them.

‘We have really enjoyed getting out-
doors, ditching our normal commute 
into work and showing off our baking 
skills. It’s fantastic to know our efforts 
will help such a great cause.’ 

A SOLICITOR from Inverness has released her second 
Highland Noir novel.

Helen Forbes, who wrote In The Shadow of the Hill, 
has released her second book, Madness Lies.

Her latest tale follows DS Joe Galbraith on a new mur-
der investigation and moves between Inverness, North 
Uist and London, before the finale in Black Rock Gorge.

Forbes said: ‘Writing the sequel to In the Shadow of 
the Hill was always going to be a challenge, especially 
given the wonderful reception my first book received.

‘However, in writing this novel I have worked to devel-
op the characters and bring a more personal intimacy to 
them, so the reader is drawn more fully into all aspects 
of their lives.’

A GROUP in Cowal is fundraising 
for a purpose-built childcare centre in 
Cairndow.

Cairndow Community Childcare 
was delighted earlier this year when 
the Big Lottery fund agreed to pay 
half the cost of the project.

The non-profit-making group now 
hopes to raise £50,000 to cover the 
other half of the costs, with the aim 
of starting construction in April next 
year.

Alison Hutchins, chairwoman of 
Cairndow Community Childcare, 
said: We have been working hard for 
five years and have had tremendous 
support from local businesses. But we 
need a final push to get the funding 
completed so we can start building.

‘We are pleased to launch to crowd-
funding page and would appeal to 
everyone to visit, donate and pass on. 
We are confident we can reach our 
target and start building in April 2018.

‘We are also running fundraising 
events, including Heron Valley play-
ing at a ceilidh on Saturday October 
21 at the village hall. The commitment 
of our staff, the support of the local 
community and the generosity of local 
businesses have been key factors in 
getting this far, so big thanks to them.’

So far, more than £2,000 has been 
raised on the crowdfunding page. To 
donate, visit www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
the-new-build.

ROTHESAY could benefit from a tourism and jobs 
boost after raising £14 million to restore the town’s 
pavilion.

The re-vamped building is expected to attract more 
than 70,000 visitors a year and bring in 30 new jobs.

The contract is expected to be awarded later this au-
tumn, with work scheduled to begin before Christmas. 
It is hoped the restoration will be finished by July 2019.

The restored pavilion will include a shop selling local 
produce, a cafe/ restaurant, a revamped hall, a second 
smaller venue, offices and a function room.

A £4.1 million National Lottery grant, more than £1 
million from the European Regional Development Fund 
and £750,000 from Historic Environment Scotland have 
helped secure the funding needed to get the project 
under way.

Councillor Gary Mulvaney, depute leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council and policy lead for strategic finance and 
capital regeneration, said: ‘The fundraising target was 
ambitious – it had to be, to deliver a revitalised pavilion 
that will be a key attraction for residents and visitors.

‘The pavilion will be transformed into a hub for cultur-
al and community use, bringing with it jobs and a new 
tourist attraction for Bute and the wider area.

‘I thank everyone involved in reaching this extremely 
exciting stage in the transformation of Rothesay Pavil-
ion.’

Killin

Dunsta� nage

Inverness

Brendan O’Hara MP, Brendon Wallace, BC Technologies, Liza Moran HIE, Abbey Oladapo, 
Google Digital Garage, Rachel Wallace, BC Technologies, and Ken Coley Samteq. 

Ava McNaught and her brother Liam. 

Rothesay

Climb and pageant for 
young fundraiser Ava

Helping businesses and groups get 
the most from digital innovation  

Cairndow childcare centre dream a step closer
Two children hold up the link to the crowdfunding page. 

People hike it, bike it and bake it for MS Centre
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MORVERN lines
Lochaline’s famous 
silica sand mine
EVERY two years the European Inno-
vation Partnership on Raw Materials 
organises open days to provide an oppor-
tunity for thousands of visitors to explore 
the world of minerals and discover more 
about an industry that affects every 
aspect of our daily lives.

Last month Lochaline Quartz Sand 
Ltd welcomed and hospitably entertained 
a cross-section of the local community, 
the Health and Safety Executive team, 
the Forestry Commission as well as pres-
ent and former employees and their fam-
ilies to the first European Minerals Day 
at the mine and to help them celebrate 
the fifth anniversary of acquiring it from 
Tarmac.

The Lochaline mine produces high 
quality silica sand with low iron content 
and exceptional whiteness. It was first 
identified in 1895, when a huge deposit 
of white cretaceous sandstone run-
ning north from the entrance of Loch 
Aline in an 18ft seam was discovered. 
Later, in 1923, the Edinburgh Geological 
Survey analysed samples which showed 
it to be one of the purest deposits in the 
world and, being largely free from iron, 
was ideal for the manufacturing of high 
quality glass.

At that time it was cheaper to import 
silica sand to Great Britain than to mine 
and export it from the remote Morvern 
peninsula. It was not until 1940, when an-
other source at Fontainebleau in France 
was overrun by the German Army, 
that the Lochaline mine went into full 
production supplying the raw material 
for making lenses for aircraft bombsights 
and submarine periscopes.

In 1940, the mine provided employment 
for 35 men and women, which increased 
to 65 in the 1950s. In 1945, the output was 
35,000 tons and, over the years, has often 
risen to around 100,000 tons annually.

When the mine opened, horses were 
used to haul the sand from below ground 
to a processing plant near the mouth of 
the main adit. As the mine developed, 
they were replaced by diesel locomo-
tives which pulled little wagons full of 
sand on a narrow-gauge railway half a 
mile away to the West Pier on the Sound 
of Mull where it was washed, graded and 
loaded onto ships, easing the transport 
cost.

Some of the material left by road were 
to be made into Caithness and Waterford 
crystal. Other customers were the makers 
of Ajax household cleaner and Colgate 
toothpaste – both requiring a percentage 
of light abrasives.

The Lochaline mine is unique as it is 
one of only two working underground 
mines in Scotland. Mining the sand is 
done by what is known in the trade as the 
‘room and pillar’ system. There are no pit 

props. The sandstone rock is drilled and 
blasted, loaded onto dump trucks and 
taken to the surface plant. Today most 
of the product is transported by ship to 
Runcorn near Manchester. There it is 
turned into glass for solar panels.

Many years ago a small underground 
loch used to appear whenever the  work-
ing face dipped below sea level, which 
meant that some of the miners had to 
row themselves across in a small boat to 
get to work.

The first company to mine the sand 
commercially was Charles Tennant and 
Co, Glasgow, which brought men and 
equipment to Lochaline from the slate 
quarries at Ballachulish, which it also 
owned. At a ceremony when the mine 
was sold to Tilcon in 1972, I recall Julian 
Tennant telling an amusing story of 
inheriting the company when he was still 
a young serving army officer and admit-
ting that he was more interested then in 
knowing what was in a bottle than what 
it was made of.

Since work began there has always been 
a pleasant and productive relationship 

between the various owners of the sand 
mine and the local community. Not only 
has the mine provided long-term, stable, 
employment (that is until 2008 when 
Tarmac closed it with the loss of 11 jobs), 
it has also been one of the most generous 
benefactors in the area in making trust 
funds, gifts of land and buildings to 
the residents of Lochaline without any 
strings attached.

The Lochaline sand mine is a joint 
venture between Italian-owned inter-
national minerals company Minerali 
Industriali (MI) and Pilkington NSG, 
which owns 13 production units in Italy, 
four in Europe, one in Asia, three in 
North America and seven in Central and 
South America.

In introducing the programme for the 
open day from a temporary platform 
(made, appropriately, with silica sand), 
the company directors and the site 
manager began by expressing their 
gratitude to their 23 employees and the 
local community for their support and 
enthusiasm, without which they  would 
not have succeeded in putting the sand 
mine back on the world map.

During the past year MI has invested 
over £1 million in the plant and under-
ground areas to make it suitable for more 
products. The company is also exploring 
the possibility of opening a new mine mu-
seum in Lochaline to showcase its work 
and exhibit old photographs, documents, 
artefacts, sound recordings and some 
of the many fossils which have been 
discovered in the mine over the years. 
Several local and external organisations, 
including the highly acclaimed Lochaber 
Geopark, have expressed interest and 
assistance.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Lochaline silica sand mine. Photograph: Iain Thornber

Friends commemorate 
sacrifi ce of Oban heroes

By MYRA GRIFFIN, 
secretary/treasurer  
Friends of Kilbride

ON SUNDAY October 1, two 
months of planning came to 
fruition when, at the invitation 
of Friends of Kilbride, around 
50 people gathered at Kilbride 
historic site at Lerags, near 
Oban, to commemorate the 
lives and deaths of three First 
World War soldiers, whose un-
timely ends are commemorated 
on their 19th-century family 
stones.

The existence of these stones 
had come to light following 
a casual visit to Kilbride by 
a Canadian visitor. A search 
of the records showed that 
the McCulloch family stone 
recorded the deaths in action 
of Sergeant Iain McCulloch, 
Cameron Highlanders, and 
Gunner Donald McCulloch, 
Tank Corps.

By pure coincidence, the 
McIntyre family stone, also 
erected in the 19th century, 
stands almost side by side with 
that of the McCullochs, and 
records the death of Private 
Hugh McIntyre of the 48th 
Highlanders of Canada. 

These two markers, erected 
160 years ago, positioned almost 
adjacent to each other seem to 
be the only two Kilbride mark-
ers associated with First World 
War.

That particular McCulloch 
line seems to have been oblite-
rated with the death of Donald, 
on August 2, 1917. Ian died 
in action in 1915, and their 
remaining sister married late in 
life, and appears to have had no 
children of her own.

Hugh McIntyre, a stonemason 
by trade, emigrated to Canada 
in 1912, volunteered with the 
Canadian Highlanders on the 

outbreak of war, and managed 
a few days’ leave home in Oban 
before being killed in action at 
St Julian, Belgium, in 1915.

However, with the assistance 
of the Canadian government 
and local researcher, Jill Bow-
is, we were able to make the 
Kilbride connection known to 
the McIntyre family, some of 
whom now live in and around 
Edinburgh.

Catherine and Colin, great-
niece and -nephew respectively 
of Hugh, and other McIntyre 
family members attended the 
service, and took an active part. 
Catherine led us in a Gaelic 

hymn, while Colin ceremoni-
ously planted a commemorative 
tree.

The non-denominational ser-
vice was led by the Reverend 
Dugald Cameron of Kilmore 
and Oban Parish Church, the 
Gaelic scripture being de-
claimed by Anne Fergusson.

Piper Donald MacDougall, 
Seil Crofts, played the lament 
The Taking of Beaumont Hamel 
and the pibroch, The Old 
Woman’s Lament.

Friends of Kilbride Elaine, 
Hannah, Deborah, Alistair and 
Keiran contributed to the affair 
giving freely of their time in 

various tasks, directing traffic, 
setting out Café Kilbride for the 
post-service brunch and gener-
ally ensuring the comfort and 
safety of our guests. Karen’s 
and Anne’s home-baking was 
literally the icing on the cake of 
Silver Laced Catering’s whole-
some spread.

BBC Alba transmitted a re-
cording of the event in its news 
programme.

During the service, a gale of 
wind and the rain swept in from 
the Atlantic, as we sheltered 
beneath canopy and umbrella. 
But our spirits were uplifted as 
we looked back to that tragic 

time and thought of the selfless 
sacrifice made not only by our 
three Hielan’ laddies, but a sac-
rifice made by some 10 million 
combatants of all nationalities, 
and by three million non-com-
batant civilians, caught up in 
that tragic, ultimately senseless, 
conflict.

Friends of Kilbride would 
like to express their gratitude 
to all those who participated or 
contributed.

For further information about 
Friends of Kilbride, its aims 
and objectives, please visit the 
Facebook page, or website at 
www.friendsofkilbride.scot.

Around 50 people braved the inclement weather to attend the commemoration service at Kilbride.

BBC Alba were � lming at the commemoration ceremony and broadcast 
footage on its news programme. Hugh Macintyre.

From The Oban Times, 1914
The Oban Times reported on November 14, 1914:

‘Since their encampment on Salisbury Plain in the South 
of England, members of the military contingent from Can-
ada have been familiar � gures throughout the country. It is 
almost needless to say that, among these gallant soldiers 
from the great British Dominion across the Atlantic, there is 
a strong representation of local Highlanders, and consider-
able interest was manifested on the arrival in Oban of four 
members of the contingent, who are natives of the town.

‘Their names are Hugh Macintyre, son of Mr John Mac-
intyre, mason, Argyll Square; Duncan Scott, son of Mr 
Donald Scott, burgh foreman; Duncan Fisher, son of Mr 
Robert Fisher, tobacconist, Combie Street; and Duncan 
MacColl, who is a brother of Mr John MacColl, mason, in 
the employment of John Munro, Ltd.

‘A splendid spirit of patriotism pervades this magni� cent 
force, and the � ne military carriage of the Oban represent-
atives was the subject of general comment. In most cases, 
the furlough has been con� ned to a period of four days, 
but the men are delighted at having had the opportunity, 
brief though it was, of seeing their parents and friends, and 
renewing old associations.’
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Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315
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Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Mike and Lisa 
are beaming... 
Cairngorm have 
fitted their all 
black solar 
panels...

That’s great 
the solar 
panels are 
on and they 
blend in 
so well.

I knew they 
would, and not 
only will we save 
money but the 
government will 
be paying us a 
monthly feed in 
tariff too!
Got to give Emily 
credit she was 
right on this one.

I’m always 
right dad - if 
only you would 
listen more.

Sorry what 
did you say?



AS WE move from summer to winter 
through the transition of the golden 
autumn, with temperatures lowering 
and darkness progressively embracing 
us, the varied lot of people living in 
a country of seasonal weather is a 
pleasure to experience. 

It is because of the transitional 
nature of autumn that it is one of my 
favourite times of year.

Perhaps because the people of Ruaig 
are said to be descended from seals 
and therefore acclimatised to the cool 
waters of the Atlantic, my body does not 
do well in hot temperatures,  so moving 
into the colder times of year agrees with 
my aquatic ‘Ròn Rubhaig’ ancestry. 

By the time we are in the middle of 
deepest darkest January and February 
I, like most others will be craving a bit 
of heat and sunlight – even my distant 
cousins, the seals will be by then – but 
at the entry to winter, which is encom-
passed by the changes of October, the 
cold dark evenings hit me like a cool 
drink on a hot day.

Stepping outside on a chilled calm 
October evening, in the early dark-
ness that is suggestive of the coming 
winter, accompanied by the smell of 
smoke from the coal fires of distant 
chimneys, brings back vivid memories 
from childhood and gives an instant 
reference point to this time of year 
and the beginning of the journey 
towards mid-winter.

I remember as a teenager, reading 
the American novelist John Stein-
beck’s thoughts on people from the 
cold northern parts for the United 
States craving the warm climes of 
Florida in the South East. For years, 
through snowy winters and unpre-
dictable weather many dreamed of 
moving to Florida with its long hot 
summers and mild winters. 

What was fascinating was that of 
those who were able to make the 
move eventually, most, in a brief time 
returned to the north. After a few 
seasons of predictably warm weather, 
the climate became boring and un-
fulfilling to them and they yearned to 
return to a changing climate.

The weather and limited sunlight in 
this part of the world get a bad press 

through all our moans and groans, 
but without diversity and comparison, 
we would have nothing to enjoy when 
good weather comes again and when 
the dreamy long days of summer 
return. 

Without the howling gales and driv-
ing rain of November, we would not 
appreciate the crispness of a sunny 
May morning. Without the short dark 
and deeply cold days of December, we 
would not appreciate the long sultry 
summer nights of July.

Diversity and comparison are as-
pects of life that keep us on an even 
keel and can give most pleasure. The 
world and our lives upon it are full 
of opportunities to make the most 
of these comparisons. Food is most 
delicious when we are hungry, water is 
most euphorically quenching when we 
are thirsty, a warm fire is most blissful 
when we are cold, and a still harbour 
gives the most blissful relief when 
reached from a stormy sea.

So the worse the winter weather, the 
more we may enjoy the gifts of sum-
mer and we can be grateful to live in 
a part of the world that provides this 
bounty of diversity.
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Days gone by – the Mòd

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

We came across this fantastic photograph taken during a previous Mòd in Oban. Unfortunately, our archive did not 
have any details about who the gentleman is or the year. 

Social media

There is much to cheer in the week’s Oban Times, not 
least the imminent opening of the Royal National 

Mòd in Fort William and news that the residents of Ulva 
have been granted the right to buy their island.

There will be huge excitement across the Highlands 
and Islands, but especially in Lochaber, as the hundreds 
of competitors limber up for their annual celebration of 
all things Gaelic.

It is a marvellous event and one to be savoured. And, 
of course, The Oban Times team will be there in numbers 
to photograph and record all the performances and who 

wins what. We have a four-page pull-out which includes 
a full programme today, and do not miss our eight-page 
special section next week.

We also recognise the seven Coastguard volunteers 
from Oban who marched on foot to Skye to raise charity 
funds in memory of one of their former colleagues. 

And who could be failed to be moved by the funding 
appeal from the family of tragic Ciara Caskie Allan, the 
teenager from Islay who died last month aged just 16?

There are so many selfless people in all walks of life 
whose efforts are manifest this week. We salute you all.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Schools are not the 
place for weapons
Sir,
I find it astounding that Alastair 
Redman chooses to rail against those 
who suggest that primary schools are 
not the place to display, show off or 
exhibit weaponry.

He refers to these items as ‘tools of 
the trade’. Perhaps he should remem-
ber that, in use, that trade is killing.

Does he also believe that the results 
of their use should be shown to prima-
ry school children so that they might 
get an honest and balanced view of 
the horrors of warfare?

Mr Redman seems to spend an 
inordinate amount of time writing to 
the Oban Times. Perhaps you should 
give him a weekly column and free 
up space on the letters page for less 
extremist nonsense.

Andy Thornton,
Ballachulish.
 

Oban � ood defences 
are inadequate
Sir,
Every time there is a torrential down-
pour in Oban, rain water enters the 
inadequate sewer system and forces 
untreated raw sewage out and onto 
the streets and into the sea above the 
North Pier at the new pontoons.

The same happens at the Lochavul-
lin basin, down the Black Lynn and 
eventually into Oban bay.

When both such a downpour and 
high flood tide occur – as predicted 
for next year and in 2025 – the mess is 
going to hit shops, hotels, apartments 
and houses all along the waterfront 
and promenade.

And at £5,000 for each tanker of 
disinfectant used in the clean-up, this 
becomes a costly but necessary exer-
cise. However, the disinfectant also 
washes  into and pollutes Oban bay.

So all buildings and businesses in 
these areas require flood defence 
barriers to be installed as clearing 
up this mess is to be paid for by all us 
council taxpayers.

Argyll and Bute Council and the 
Scottish Government need to ur-
gently invest in flood prevention and 
infrastructure upgrades of our sewage 
system.

Argyll is the gateway to the isles, so 
let’s keep Oban beautiful and pros-
perous for the future.

Stephen Jones,
by email.
 

Red deer could be 
as rare as bu� alo
Sir,
It is arrant nonsense and disingen-
uous of the Caledonian Pinewood 
Recovery Project and other new age 
conservation groups to suggest that 
if the public fail to donate at least 
£20,000 towards the restoration of 50 
acres of woodland, that somehow or 
other Scots pines will disappear from 
the Highlands for ever (Lochaber 
Times, September 28).

There are thousands of acres of 
these trees regenerating and support-

ing wildlife behind fences throughout 
their native range.

To support their emotional appeal, 
Trees for Life reminds us that the 
noble Scots pine dates back to the last 
ice age but fails to say so does the red 
deer, which it is at pains to condemn.

Treating Scotland’s most iconic and 
important mammal no better than 
vermin is a dangerous game.

The deer population has never been 
so low and the number of  trees so 
great in the Highlands, yet still they 
are being overkilled. If this continues  
the wild red deer, as we know them 
today, will be as rare as the buffalo 
on the plains of America within a 
generation.

Iain Thornber,
Knock House, Morvern.
 

Film industry needs 
code of conduct 
Sir,
The public viewpoints hotspot at 
Glencoe is where hundreds of people 
visit daily but it was shut down for 48 
hours for filming recently (Thursday 
and Friday, September 28 and 29). 

The letter of the law has been 
followed, but poor governance and 
negative partnership have been used.

The move also disrupted traffic on 
the A82 and there were road closures 
over a two-hour period for a maxi-
mum of three minutes per closure.

I tried to open dialogue with all 
parties to resolve this issue, but was 
ignored.

The film industry can and will be 
positive for our nation but must be 
nurtured to make it sustainable for 
future generations.

Film-induced tourism has been well 
researched and many academic pa-
pers have been written on this subject. 
It has been shown a film can have 
decades of effect on an area and can 
increase visitor traffic by 300 per cent 
soon after a film is released.

Local resources and funding must 
be in place first to manage this re-
source as failure to plan can and has 
destroyed communities.

The law must be respected by all, 
and part of the aim of my protest is 
to monitor what happens over these 
two days in a peaceful and non-violent 
manner.

There is no co-operation by the au-
thorities to allow this to happen. I am 
relying on the Human Rights Act 1998, 
Article 11 to do this within the law.

I have the privilege to live in this 
area, which is for everyone to share 
and enjoy, and I have been campaign-
ing to have a code of conduct for the 
film industry in my community.

John Sinclair,
glencoeviewpoint@gmail.com

Distillery re-opening 
is great news
Sir,
The news that Port Ellen distillery will 
be opening for the first time since 1983 
shows just how strong and successful 
the Islay brand is in the whisky industry.

All of our local distilleries are 
world-renowned and with good rea-
son. The Port Ellen distillery will cre-

ate employment and help the growth 
of other businesses on our island.

This recent opening will, of course, 
raise further questions about the 
imbalance between the vast amount 
of tax revenue our island produces 
and the shockingly small level of 
public investment we receive in return 
from both our local council and the 
Scottish Government.

I would encourage as many people as 
possible to visit our wonderful island 
and its distilleries next time they are 
planning a holiday or a weekend trip. 

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Complaints about 
advertising campaign 
Sir,
The Global Warming Policy Forum 
(GWPF) has lodged a formal com-
plaint with the Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA) concerning the 
current poster campaign for offshore 
wind at Westminster tube station 
claiming it is a deliberate attempt 
to influence MPs, peers and other 
decision-makers.

The organisations behind this adver-
tising all have financial or anti-fossil 
fuels interests.

The posters claim that ‘the price 
paid for electricity from offshore wind 
farms has fallen by 50 per cent over 
the past five years’.

GWPF claims this is untrue.
Dr Peiser, the director of GWPF, 

said: ‘The claims in this campaign are 
some of the most blatant distortions 
of the truth that I have seen in pro-
wind advertising.’

Those funding the advertising 
include Dong Energy, GE, Scottish 
Power Renewables, Siemens Gamesa, 
SSE, Vattenfall, Greenpeace, Marine 
Conservation Society and WWF.

An impressive array against ASA 
but ASA shocked Friends of the Earth 
(FoE) earlier this year by heavily cen-
soring FoE over its scaremongering 
anti-fracking leaflet.

If this GWPF complaint is upheld 
the charities involved should lose 
their charitable status.

Clark Cross, 
Springfi eld Road, Linlithgow.

Brutality of police 
was excessive
Sir,
One cannot fail to have been moved 
by the scenes of violence in Catalonia, 
as Spanish forces attacked unarmed 
voters.

Whatever the view on Catalonia’s 
right to hold such a vote or not, the 
response by the Spanish national 
government was brutal and excessive, 
leading to 844 people being injured.

The sight of people being dragged 
from polling stations by baton wield-
ing police and the disabled being 
attacked in wheelchairs has no place 
in a modern western democracy.

One cannot praise highly enough 
the calmness, humanity and bravery 
of the Catalan people when faced with 
such acts of violence.

Alex Orr,
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh.

‘S DÒCHA GUM FACA sibh gum 
bheil Ofcom, riaghladair sheirbheise-
an craolaidh is conaltraidh, a’ beach-
dachadh air fàs mòran nas cruaidhe 
air na buidhnean a tha a’ toirt seachad 
sheirbheisean bann-leathann. 

Nuair a tha na buidhnean sin a’ reic an 
cuid sheirbheisean bidh iad a’ gealltainn 
cumhachd agus astar àraid bann-leath-
ann gus daoine a thàladh thuca, ach a 
rèir coltais chan eil na seirbheisean aig a’ 
mhòr-chuid aca a’ coileanadh nan astair 
sin ach an-dràsta ‘s a-rithist. Cuid mhòr 
dhen ùine tha ìre nan seirbheisean fada 
gann air na chaidh a ghealltainn agus 
tha luchd-ceannach a’ pàigheadh airson 
seirbheis nach eil iad a’ faotainn. Ach 
ciamar a thèid aig Ofcom air riaghail-
tean ùra sam bith air ìre sheirbheisean 
a chur an gnìomh far nach eil tuigse 
aig a’ mhòr-chuid air co-dhiù tha iad 
a’ faotainn nan astair cheart gus nach 
eil. Tha Ofcom a’ gabhail ris a’ bheachd 
nach eil na buidhnean a tha a’ lìbhrige-
adh sheirbheisean bann-leathann idir ri 
foill a dh’aon ghnothaich, ‘s e laigsean 
teicneòlais ma choinneimh ìre agus fàs 
iarrtais seirbheis am prìomh dhùbhlan.

Ach theagamh nach bi cuid idir cho 

Crìosdail nam beachd air feadhainn 
de na buidhnean-lìbhrigidh sheirb-
heisean. Ghluais mi fhìn bho bhith 
a’ ceannach cumhachd bho chompa-
naidh an dèidh faisg air deich bliadhna 
cuide riutha is mi dol a chaomhnadh 
ceudan not sa bhliadhna. Cha bu 
tàrr dhomh innse gun robh mi gam 
fàgail nuair a thòisich iad a’ tabhann 
shàbhalaidhean mòra, ach saoilidh mi 
gum bheil rudeigin mì-onarach mun 
dòigh-obrach sin nuair a dh’fhaodadh 
iad a bhith air an lùghdachadh prìse 
sin a thairgsinn aig toiseach cùise!

Agus tha an aon sgeulachd againn 
mu phrìsean leithid àrachais thaig-
hean is charbadan far am faicear 
companaidhean a’ tairgsinn prìs gu 
math nas saoire dha neach-ceannach 
ùr fhad ’s a tha iad ag iarraidh tòrr a 
bharrachd air duine a th’ air a bhith 
còmhla riutha fad bhliadhnaichean. 
Bha uair ann far an robh dìlseachd 
bunaiteach ann an dòigh-beatha an 
t-sluaigh is daoine a’ cumail leis na 
h-aon luchd-lìbhrigidh sheirbheisean 
agus eòlas is earbsa a’ fàs eatarra, ach 
tha sin an ìre mhath air falbh agus 
an-diugh feumaidh a h-uile duine 

sabaid airson a chòraichean fhèin 
gach latha.

Ach anns a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail a thòisicheas a-màireach 
ann an Loch Abar cuiridh mi geall 
gum bi farpais, càirdeas, agus mòran 
coibhneis mar is dual am measg nan 
Gàidheal.

AS OFCOM considers tightening 
control on minimum levels of internet 
service provision to ensure customers 
get the connection speeds they are 
paying for, many people are also frus-
trated by suppliers of such services as 
property and motor insurance quot-
ing wildly different prices for identi-
cal cover. Customer loyalty doesn’t 
appear to be valued any longer and 
regular change of service provider 
seems to be the new norm. 

The opening of the 2017 Royal 
National Mòd in Lochaber tomorrow 
will herald strong competition, but 
also the friendship and hospitality 
that is natural to the Gael.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was a surge of comment about 
Argyll and Bute Council’s decision 
not to ‘live-stream’ its meetings. We 
asked if council meetings should be 
broadcast.
Michael Andrew MacLeod a�  rmed: 
‘Yes they should. Anything that in-
creases accountability and demysti� es 
the workings of a council can only be 
good. Would I watch it all the time? No, 
would I watch if there was an agenda 
item that was of interest to me? Yes.’
Stephen Fair said: ‘Highland Council 
has been publishing their headquar-
ters meetings for a few years now. It’s a 
terri� c facility for customers given their 
large geographic area. Argyll and Bute 
Council could readily adopt a similar 
set up, and reap similar bene� ts.’
Jill Bowis urged: ‘Having asked the 
First Minister when we had the Parlia-
ment here in Oban several years ago 
this exact question, and she told us 
all that there was funding for it, and it 
was something that all councils were 
being encouraged to do, and others 

already doing it. YES .. ABC are playing 
the Cost card falsely. There is already 
equipment, there is funding, and Even 
if they were not live, they could be 
recorded TODAY .. and uploaded with 
barely any cost.’ 
Michelle Mac wrote: ‘Everywhere else 
does it including Parliament, they are 
paid by the tax payer, answerable to 
us & a recent petition overwhelmingly 
supported live streaming . If they refuse 
they should be voted out or sacked for 
not complying with overwhelming 
public demand.’
Katharine Elwis agreed: ‘Yes. I’ve 
spent ages � nding minutes from Coun-
cil meetings to reveal the truth about 
who said what. It would be a lot easier 
if proceedings were televised and 
broadcast like other councils.’
John Beaton posted: Yes, of course. It’s 
not enough to only produce a minute 
nowadays, I want to see and hear the 
discussion behind council decisions 
and listen again if I want to.’
Laura Macdonald said: ‘Wouldn’t 

watch but don’t have a problem with 
it depending where the money would 
come from. Wouldn’t want money 
taken away from other things if only 3 
people would actually be watching.’
Murdo MacKenzie wrote: ‘Yes. If they 
have nothing to hide they should have 
nothing to fear.’
Robert McCall o� ered: ‘Good enough 
for the Scottish Government..Then why 
are our council so resistant to it ?’
Allan Strang Jnr posted: ‘Yeah. What’s 
to hide. Prove your electoral voters to 
have the faith or do we just go with the 
same rubbish every Council sitting...’
David Glencross asked: ‘Public serv-
ants or self serving unaccountable 
rogues?’
Christine Richards said: ‘Yes particu-
larly planning meetings.’
Stuart Craine reasoned: ‘I think the 
bene� ts of broadcasting via a website 
to the public are obvious. It will open 
up the debates and allow everyone 
quick and easy access to the general 
discussions done on our behalf.’
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‘The day everything was taken from us’
FOUR years ago I arrived in India 
and stood in the blistering heat for 
six hours outside the gates of Puzhal 
prison waiting for my Billy finally to be 
free and the injustice to end.

Watching all those men walk free was 
the most humbling experience of my 
life. It put everything into perspective 
and helped me to appreciate the small-
est things in my own life so much more.

I spent the next few months in India 
with Billy. We had lost everything back 
home, but we had each other again. 
With not a care in the world, we made 
sure we made the most of every single 
second we had together. We assumed 
that in a few weeks he’d be free and we 
could return home together and live 
the life we’d always dreamed of, the 
life we had before this horrific case 
took over our lives. We soon realised it 
wasn’t going to be that easy and our life 
would never be the same again.

This is our story, a story I only 
thought belonged in Hollywood mov-
ies or fictional books. The past four 
years have been a living nightmare. 
What we have endured and faced I 
never believed possible.

Billy was 33 when I dropped him at 
the airport to start the first day of his 
new job with Advanfort. I was just 23. 
We had only been together for two 
years and during this time Billy had 
always worked in maritime security. 
He would go away for two or three 
months at a time.

Billy often spoke about the dangers 
of his job. We spoke about kidnapping, 
drowning, being shot or killed. I wasn’t 
exactly happy about it, but I under-
stood that was the danger. 

We were young, full of fun and had a 
carefree attitude to life. But On Octo-
ber 12, 2013, when a call came through 
from a representative of the company 
Billy was working for, Advanfort, all 
that was taken from us.

The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) warned us from going 
public about our case, just to keep 
quiet and let the politicians talk 
behind closed doors as it could result 
in a worse outcome and could put our 
men’s freedom in jeopardy. 

It wasn’t long before we realised the 
situation was worsening. We were 
promised our men would be home be-
fore Christmas. I’ve lost count of how 
many times our case was up in court, 
and how many times we were promised 
that our men would be out within the 
week.

It was mentally exhausting for the 
families involved, but for the men in 
prison without a visit from a lawyer, 

no information as to what was going 
on in court or between governments 
or even so much as a phone call home, 
it was becoming a desperate situation. 
They were locked in a cell together in a 
foreign country millions of miles from 
home without a clue as to what was 
happening or why.

With Christmas fast approaching and 
yet more failed attempts to release our 
men from prison, we took the plunge 
and approached the media to tell them 
of our story. It was one so unbelievable 
even they wouldn’t print or air it.

It started to feel like everyone was 
against us and we weren’t just fighting 
the battle to free our men from prison, 
but we were also fighting against our 
own government who were failing to 
protect their citizens from one of the 
biggest miscarriages of justice our 
country has ever seen.

Now we were fighting against the 
national media who simply didn’t seem 
interested that 35 innocent men were 
incarcerated for a crime they didn’t 
commit. Six British veterans, who 
risked their lives for their country, 
didn’t seem to be a ‘sexy’ enough story 
for tabloid press or glossy morning TV 
shows. None of it made sense then ... 
and today four years on it makes even 
less sense.

It’s not just our lives that have been 
devastated. On October 12, 2013, 35 
innocent men were arrested on board 
the Seaman Guard Ohio and the lives 
of 35 men and their families were cat-
astrophically shattered and changed 
forever. Since that day our men have 
been subjected to complete and utter 
mental torture. Their human rights 
have been violated time and time 
again, their innocence questioned and 
their freedom taken from them.

In June 2014, the case was quashed. I 
returned home from India where I was 
staying with Billy while he was on bail. 
I collected the welcome home banners 
and flags my mother had made in 
anticipation for his return, and started 
planning the biggest welcome home 
party the world had ever seen, leaving 
Billy to sort paperwork out and get a 
flight home.

After a few weeks of me being home, 
we found out we were expecting our 
first child. It was a massive mix of 
feelings. Billy still wasn’t home, but he 
had been proven innocent, and soon 
he would be. My feelings turned to 
excitement, love, and I couldn’t wait for 
the next chapter of our lives, and Billy 
would be there by my side every step 
of the way.

But on the 89th day of the 90 days 

the police had to appeal the quash 
decision, an appeal was lodged and our 
lives once again were torn to shreds. It 
simply could not be happening all over 
again.

I was facing Billy returning to prison 
once again, and facing pregnancy 
alone. It was, if possible, even more 
frightening and unbelievable than Oc-
tober 2013. We had beaten a corrupt 
police force in another country once, 

but could we do it again? On February 
24, as I was flown by emergency air 
ambulance to hopefully welcome our 
first child into the world, Billy sat alone 
by his phone in dingy hostel room in 
India waiting for any news as to wheth-
er his child or I would make it.

Most men feel helpless at the birth of 
their children. But Billy was a million 
miles from home and couldn’t even 
give me a cuddle and tell me everything 

was going to be OK. Something had 
gone wrong, I was losing blood and 
our baby’s heartbeat had stopped. I 
was rushed onto an aeroplane alone 
when the helicopter couldn’t fly due to 
weather, and I couldn’t even call Billy 
to hear his voice or let him know what 
was happening. 

Thanks to the incredible hospital 
staff our beautiful boy was born, 
healthy and happy, and we named him 
after his dad. It should have been the 
happiest day of our lives. Instead it was 
bittersweet.

There I was holding the most incred-
ible and beautiful baby but his father 
wasn’t there beside me. Billy couldn’t 
hold his newborn son or thank the hos-
pital staff. He couldn’t cut the chord 
or snap a picture on his phone of his 
family and upload it on social media as 
most new fathers do.

Furthermore, we had no idea when 
the day would come that he would 
finally meet his boy. What Billy went 
through that day it is hard for anyone 
to comprehend or understand, but it’s 
a day he can never get back again. A 
day my little family can never relive.

At that point Billy had been cleared 
of all charges, the case was quashed 
and he was free to go home. He should 
have been home. He should have 
been home for our first scan, and for 
the anti-natal classes. He should have 
been looking at prams, and building 
the nursery furniture with me.

He should have been beside me when 
our son was born. But he wasn’t.

The Indian authorities were holding 
onto their travel documents refusing to 
issue them with certificates to fly out 
the country and the British govern-
ment did nothing about it. Again our 
men were failed.

Billy met his son for the first time 
when he was four months old. He had 
missed his first cry, his first laugh, 
he’d missed the sleepless nights and 
and morning smiles. Billy was still a 
free man at this point, all charges had 
been quashed. He had the rights of 
an innocent man to be home where 
he belonged, yet still his freedom was 
being denied.

We had three weeks of forgetting why 
we were in India and being a family for 
the first time. At home in Scotland, I 
would watch as families walked round 
the supermarket choosing their weekly 
shop and wished so hard that it was us.

So while in India that’s what we did. 
It sounds ridiculous but it was one of 
the best times of my life: we were final-
ly a family and finally together, despite 
everything that had been thrown at us. 

We made the most of every second we 
had together before we had to leave 
India and return home, still without 
Billy.

Billy has shown such strength, cour-
age and dignity throughout this whole 
process. I don’t know how he copes in 
the archaic conditions of Puzhal Prison 
but each time I’ve visited he’s painted 
on a smile, made me laugh when all I 
want to do is cry and assured me that 
he is OK and not to worry.

I and William have travelled to India 
to see Billy three times now but only 
once has been outwith the prison 
walls. Despite everything, all the time 
apart and occasions missed, William 
and Billy have the most inspirational 
of bonds. Seeing them together only 
makes me more determined to ensure 
we bring Billy and every last man who 
was arrested on board the Seaman 
Guard Ohio home.

Four years on, we are no longer fight-
ing for the Chennai Six alone. With 
more than 400,000 people signing our 
petition, we realise just how many peo-
ple care about the men in that prison 
cell, without beds, adequate food or 
even so much as a toilet, not knowing 
what’s ahead of them.

The letters and parcels the men are 
receiving from friends and strangers 
are what help them through the dark 
days. More and more media outlets 
are printing the men’s story, taking an 
interest in both the case and our men 
not only as innocent prisoners, but as 
fathers, brothers, husbands and sons.

The amount of support for our 
campaign we get now is humbling and 
provides the fuel we need to carry on 
when we are running on empty. But it’s 
not enough and never will be. Not until 
the day every last one of those men 
walks out of prison and into the arms 
of their loved ones.

I never imagined my life would turn 
out like this. It’s not exactly the fairy-
tale I dreamed of as a little girl. But it 
has become my fairy-tale. I found my 
handsome prince, whom I love uncon-
ditionally and will fight to the bitter 
end until he is free and home.

We have the most devoted and caring 
parents, family and friends anyone 
could wish for and we have our loving, 
clever, funny and crazy little William 
who came into our lives unexpectedly, 
but at exactly the time I needed him. 
He keeps me strong, he keeps me 
smiling, and he is my little mini Billy 
looking after me and keeping me safe, 
just like his daddy did. And one day, 
hopefully very soon, we will get our 
happy ever after.

Dear Mr Irving,
First, I would like to express my 
respect and gratitude for the time 
you spent in our armed forces.

Secondly, I would like to express 
my disgust at the way the leader-
ship of the UK has allowed you 
and your friends to languish in 
woeful conditions in a Chennai 
prison on what by any yardstick 
cannot be considered anything 
other than trumped-up charges. 
It is immoral and inhuman.

Loyalty works both ways. You 
(and the other Brits incarcerated 
with you) have put yourselves in 
harm’s way for our country. You 
should now be able to expect 
the best e� orts of Boris Johnson 
and Theresa May to secure your 

release. (I understand that Bren-
da O’Hara MP had been doing his 
best to persuade them.)

I have written to all three of 
them asking them to redouble 
their e� orts and if any other res-
idents of Argyll are reading this, 
then I would urge them to do so 
too at: MP, House of Commons, 
London, SW1A 0AA. (Do it now, 
folks! Not after EastEnders is � n-
ished, or after you’ve put the cat 
out, or after you’ve � nished your 
tea – now. It doesn’t take long.)

Here’s hoping that common 
sense and humanity will prevail 
over what the Indian authorities 
are presumably calling ‘justice’.

Best wishes,
Steve Morley.

Send a message demanding action for Billy

YVONNE MACHUGH, � ancée of Connel man Billy Irving, jailed in India four years ago, recounts her agony and � ght for justice

EXCITEMENT is building in 
Fort William as the town gets 
ready to welcome thousands 
of musicians, singers and rev-
ellers this week for the Royal 
National Mòd 2017.

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar pupil Laura Rob-

ertson, 12, is just one of a 
record-breaking number of 
competitors gearing up for a 
packed week of competition, 
starting on Saturday.

‘I’m really looking forward to 
it, I love the Mòd,’ she said.

The Mòd begins on Friday 

evening with a torchlight 
procession through the centre 
of Fort William, with compe-
titions beginning on Saturday 
morning. For all the build-up 
to the festival, see our Royal 
National Mòd preview inside 
this week’s Lochaber Times. 

A SENIOR Lochaber councillor 
has expressed concern that 
proposed reforms to the govern-
ance of Scottish education will 
pave the way for what he called a 
‘raft of Soviet-style commissars’ 
decreeing what will happen in 
local schools.

Andrew Baxter, councillor for 
Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan and chairman of Highland 
Council’s Lochaber Area Com-
mittee, flagged up his fears dur-
ing the committee’s discussion 
last week on Scottish Education 
Secretary’s John Swinney’s con-
troversial proposals.

Earlier this year, Mr Swinney, 
also Deputy First Minister, 
unveiled proposals to set up 
‘regional improvement col-
laboratives’ aimed at pooling 
and strengthening resources to 
support learning and teaching 
in schools.

This was to be part of a bigger 

Fear over proposed 
education reforms
MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

tranche of reforms designed to 
tackle the attainment gap and 
improve standards in schools. 
The collaboratives were to be 
led by a regional director, who 
would report directly to the 
chief inspector of education.

But there was a backlash from 
local authority umbrella group, 
COSLA, which slammed Mr 
Swinney’s proposals claiming 
they would severely dimnish 
meaningful local democratic 
accountability for education in 
Scotland.

And there were accusations it 
amounted to a cynical ‘power 
grab’ by the government and 
that the changes would sideline 
council officials and local au-
thority education committees.

The result was talks with the 
government which have resulted 
in an agreement that each local 
authority will have an input to 
one of six regional collaboratives 
in partnership with Education 
Scotland.

It has been reported these 
collaboratives will be account-

able to the collaborating local 
authorities as well as reporting 
to the chief inspector.

But Mr Baxter remains 
unconvinced and told fellow 
councillors, including Highland 
Council leader Margaret Da-
vidson, who was present, that 
the roll of the council in local 
education would be diminished 
under the government plans as 
they stand.

‘The government programme 
seems to actually be more about 
dressing up the centralisation of 
education and then giving the 
impression of the devolution of 
education,’ said Mr Baxter.

‘It is almost as if they were 
intending a raft of Soviet-style 
commissars decreeing what 
happens in our schools. What-
ever side of the political debate 
you are on, these needs to be 
discussed at local level because 
this is the biggest fundamental 
change to the education system 
for a generation and it is only 
right it is discussed at a local 
level.

‘And it is right to have the 
opportunity to influence Gov-
ernment thinking before this 
goes through parliament.’

Mrs Davidson told the meet-
ing: ‘I think the devil will be 
in the detail. The real issues 
are about regional governance 
and how attainment will be 
improved.’

She added: ‘Who head teach-
ers will be reporting to is still 
not clear. I’m all for collabora-
tion but the last thing we need 
is having all roads leading to 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate [of 
Education] and the Deputy First 
Minister.’

Asked if he felt a bit more 
reassured following news of Mr 
Swinney’s climbdown on some 
elements of the reforms, Mr 
Baxter remained sceptical.

He told the Lochaber Times: 
‘I’m worried that we [local 
authorities] will be left with all 
the bits no-one else wants, such 
as additional support needs and 
Gaelic support – the most expen-
sive bits. I’m still not convinced 
this [latest agreement with CO-
SLA] isn’t anything more than a 
bit of window dressing.’

Committee members noted 
the council has agreed to work 
with the Government, including 
through bodies such as COSLA 
and the Northern Alliance, in a 
bid to influence the proposals in 
a more positive and constructive 
direction.

Councillors also agreed to seek 
view on the proposals through 
discussions in their own commu-
nities, particularly through talks 
with parent councils.

Fort William tuned in and ready to 
welcome Royal National Mòd 2017

HOUSING is key to the eco-
nomic prosperity of Lochaber 
and the wider Highlands, 
according to Highland Council 
leader Margaret Davidson.

At its meeting last week, at 
which Mrs Davidson was pres-
ent, councillors on the Lochaber 
Area Committee heard how the 
area is experiencing significant 
growth in a number of sectors, 
including tourism and manu-
facturing. Lochaber councillors 
originally agreed local priorities 
for the area in 2015. Members 
have now reviewed these prior-
ities and agreed they should be 

further refined and supported 
by a local action plan. 

As well as housing, key prior-
ities identified include tourism, 
infrastructure, education, com-
munity works and health.

Lochaber Area Committee 
chairman Councillor Andrew 
Baxter said it is important Loch-
aber’s priorities are reflected in 
the council’s programme.

‘We are well placed to take 
advantage of the many oppor-
tunities, such as airline issues, 
improved cruise liner infra-
structure and current exchange 
rates to further develop our 

tourism economy. Housing is 
high up in our priorities, but it 
must be the right mix of housing 
and we are in particular need of 
affordable housing for families. 
We plan to develop a specific 
housing strategy for Lochaber 
which addresses local needs.

Mrs Davidson added: ‘If we 
don’t get housing right, we won’t 
get our economic development 
right. We have real impetus and 
excellent support for achieving 
ambitious housing development 
and we are investing in infra-
structure and exploring land 
options.’ 

Housing key to Lochaber’s prosperity

           like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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AS WE move 
towards the 
winter months, 
keeping warm 
in your home 
becomes more 
of an issue as the 
dark, cold nights 
set in.
However, heating your home doesn’t have to cost 
you an arm and a leg, and, by following these top 
tips, you can keep cosy without breaking the bank.
Check all your insulation, from windows to walls, 
ceiling to under � oors. It is one of the most cost-
e� ective ways to stop the cold creeping through 
the house.
Make sure your pipes and boilers are properly 
lagged too. Something as simple as pipe foam 
wraps can be picked up for just a few pounds – 
but always put them on when the pipes are cool 
to make sure you don’t burn yourself.

Keep warm             this winter
Maintenance on heating equipment is important, 
so make sure all water-fed radiators are bled and 
working correctly. A working radiator should be 
warm evenly across the panel; if it isn’t, there could 
be air trapped inside.
Once these are done, you can look at your home’s 
overall heating requirements. 
Is your boiler � red to the most e�  cient way 
possible? 
Can you turn your thermostat down a degree or 
two?
Are you buying your electricity and gas from the 
cheapest source?
These things are relatively simple to check online 
and with tools to help you estimate your costs and 
potential savings with alternative heating sources.
The right heating source can vary depending on 
how you use your home – if you spend all day in 
the house, consider the cheapest for prolonged 
use, while some occasional systems provide in-
stant heat, but are not ideal to be left on all day. 
Think too about future cost – wood-fuelled heat-
ing systems burn wood pellets, chips or logs and 
can also power central heating and hot water.
Heat pumps and solar panels can not only save 
you cash but government-funded feed-in tari� s 
can make some options earn money for you.
Try speaking to your energy supplier to see if 
you’re on the best rate or tari� . Some may move 
you on to a cheaper option, if available. 
If not, it might be time to consider switching to 
make sure you’re not being ripped o� .
It all feels like it will be rather di�  cult until you 
actually start to check, so don’t delay.

Keep warm         Keep warm         Keep warm         Keep warm             this winterthis winterthis winter
Keep warm         

this winter
Keep warm         Keep warm         

this winter
Keep warm         Keep warm         

this winter
Keep warm         

this winter

Backwoodsman advertorial

The Skye 5 is a newly launched stove by 
Charnwood and is British made on the Isle 
of Wight. The stove is classically minimal 
with landscape proportions and a soft 
modern edge. The cleverly designed 
heat-shield and convector panels mean 
that it can be brought tight into the wall to 
the rear without the need for any further 
fireproofing as the distance to combustibles 
has been reduced to only 90mm to the 
rear and 200mm to the sides. The sophis-
ticated multi-fuel grate and innovative 
new combustion system ensures the stove 
burns exceptionally clean and with an 
outstanding efficiency of up to 86 per cent 
when burning wood or smokeless fuel. The 
Skye 5 comes with or without a store-stand 
making it adaptable to suit a free-standing 
situation as well as being recessed into an 
existing chimney-breast. It is available in 
Charnwood’s usual eight colour options and 
we currently have it available to view in our 
showroom. For further details, please call us 
on 01631 720539.

www.backwoodsman-stoves.co.uk
Barcaldine OBAN Argyll PA37 1SG Tel. 01631 720539 

LookIng to make home energy efficIency Improvements? 
ask about our Interest-free loan wIth cashback (for a 

lImIted tIme) from the ScottIsh Government*. Interest-free 
loans for renewables systems are also avaIlable.

Get heatIng advIce
and finance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust.  
Successful loans are subject to administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.

Advertorial

Loans from the 
Scottish Government 
help homes stay 
warm and cut bills
THE Scottish Government’s Home Energy Scot-
land interest-free loan is helping homeowners make 
energy and money saving improvements to their 
homes. 

Up to £32,500 per property is currently available 
to owner-occupiers and some registered private 
sector landlords in Scotland.

The loan can be used for energy efficiency 
improvements like insulation and replacing single 
glazing with double glazing, with cashback grants of 
up to 25 per cent also available for a limited time.

Home renewables systems like biomass and solar 
photovoltaic are covered as well as connections to 
an approved district heating scheme powered by 
renewable energy. 

Loans must be used to improve existing residential 
buildings. New buildings under construction, where 
the property is already owned by the intended 
owner occupier, are also eligible for support for 
renewables systems or district heating connections 
but not energy efficiency improvements.

Funding is on a first-come, first-served basis and is 
subject to availability. 

Cashback grants are not available for renewable 
technologies like solar PV or for district heating 
connections.

Only Home Energy Scotland can arrange to have 
an application form sent  out; third parties like 
installers or letting agents cannot apply on a house-
holder’s behalf.  

Work must not commence on any installation until 
a loan offer in writing is received.

All applications will undergo credit and afforda-
bility checks.

Successful applicants who claim funding will 
need to pay an administrative fee of 1.5 per cent of 
the total loan value up to a maximum of £150 per 
application.  

The complete loan terms and conditions are stated 
in the application form.

Get in touch now.
If anyone is interested in applying or would like 

more information please call Home Energy Scot-
land on 0808 808 2282 (free from landlines and 
most mobiles).
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2. This choir has a healthy haul of silverware, but who are they?1. Who are these three? 

THOUSANDS of people will make their 
way to Fort William over the next week 
as the Royal National Mòd returns to the 
town.

Taking place from October 13 to 21, the 
event will host a variety of competitions, as 
well as a busy programme of fringe events, 
which are open to the public.

Speaking about the preparation for the 
Mòd, Royal National Mòd manager James 
Graham said: ‘It’s going really well. We 
have got record numbers this year. We 
have 3,600 competitors in total, which is a 
record in recent times.

‘It’s a huge number to manage, but it’s 
a good problem to have. We are looking 
forward to it.

‘I have been speaking to people in 
Lochaber and there’s a good buzz around 
Fort William. People are certainly 
becoming more aware of it.

‘I think we can attribute some of the 
increase to the Mòd Academy. This came 
into force when the Mòd was in Oban in 
2015. 

‘People in the town were aware they did 
not have enough local competitors taking 
part.

‘We worked in partnership with Fèisean 
nan Gàidheal. We used their tutors to go 
out into schools and work with children on 
their Mòd pieces. We saw a big increase in 
Stornoway.’

Because of this, organisations in Loch-
aber wanted to do something similar.

‘Funding was sought,’ said James, ‘and we 
worked with Fèisean nan Gàidheal again 
and they have been going in to schools 
since March or April.

‘We have seen a huge increase in junior 
choirs, as well as a far bigger uptake and 
representation from people from Lochaber, 
which is really positive. Hopefully it’s 
something we can sustain.’

James said the ideal scenario would be 
to roll out the academy on a national level, 
adding: ‘But it’s one step at a time.’

He continued: ‘Another reason for the 
high numbers is because Lochaber is such 
an accessible place. 

‘Oban and Lochaber seem to be the 
favourites for Mòd-goers. They are great 
places.’

Although the competitions are an integral 
part of the festival, even those who don’t 
compete can enjoy the annual celebration 

of Gaelic culture through the myriad of 
fringe events in and around Lochaber.

James said: ‘There’s a few strange ones. 
There’s a fringe event for children we are 
doing in association with Scottish National 
Heritage. It’s a Gaelic foraging event, 
where we look about nature and give the 
Gaelic terms. I hope that will be a popular 
one. It’s something for children who are not 
competing.’

The foraging event takes place on 
Saturday October 14 when Alasdair Taylor 
will also teach people about edible plants, 
berries and fungi. 

The group will leave Old Inverlochy 
Castle car park at 11am.

‘Another one that caught my eye,’ 
continued James, ‘was the launch of an  
Oor Wullie book in Gaelic.’

For the first time since appearing in print 
in 1936, people will be able to read about 
the lovable rogue in Gaelic. The launch will 
take place in Lochaber High School library 
at 1pm on Tuesday October 17.

James also highlighted the massed choirs 
event on Saturday October 21 at 10.30am 
in Fort William town centre.

He said: ‘Six hundred choir members 
marching down the high street is quite 
something. 

‘It’s a tradition that has been happening 

for years. It brings the Mòd to a close. I am 
hoping that will appeal to local folk. There 
are other things. The National Library 
of Scotland has the world’s first Gaelic 
Wikipedian, who builds websites and 
wikipedia pages in Gaelic.

‘There will be demonstrations for the 
public on how to use the Scottish Gaelic 
version of the website and how to edit it 
and how modern technology features in the 
Gaelic culture. It should be interesting.’

This workshop will run from 10.30am 
until 4pm in the Nevis Suite of the Alexan-
dria Hotel on Saturday October 14.

As well as the official fringe events, peo-
ple can enjoy an abundance of music, with 
traditional musicians taking up residency 
in pubs throughout the town, entertaining 
locals and visitors every night.

Trail West and Tide Lines will take to the 
stage for the final dance on Friday night.

‘I imagine that will be a really popular 
event,’ said James.

For more information, visit the Royal 
National Mod website www.ancomunn.
co.uk

Record numbers set for 
Fort William Mòd 

THE OBAN Times has covered 
the Royal National Mòd since it 
was established. 

Our extensive newspaper 
archive is a who’s who of the 
event recording winners, 
competitors, choirs and 
performers.

People from all over Scotland 

and far beyond have come to 
the national gathering and had 
their photograph taken by the 
photographers and journalists of 
the newspaper. 

That’s where we need the 
help of our loyal readers and 
supporters. 

Dotted throughout this 

supplement are photographs that 
have lost their captions. We have 
given each of them a number and 
need readers to help us identify 
the people in them.

When we get information about 
the photographs we will put it on 
www.obantimes.co.uk and our 
Facebook page.

Can you help us identify 
the photos from the past? 

Check out the latest Mòd news 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK/MOD@

Pub Date/Days Time Band

Cobbs Wednesday 18th Oct Afternoon & Evening Iain Joseph MacDonald
 Thursday 19th Oct Afternoon & Evening Iain Joseph MacDonald
 Friday 20th Oct Afternoon & Evening Iain Joseph MacDonald

Crofter Bar Wednesday 18th Oct Afternoon Calum McPhail
 Wednesday 18th Oct Evening Ho Ro
 Thu 19th, Fri 20th & Sat 21st Oct Afternoon Black Velvet Cèilidh Band
 Thursday 19th Oct Evening  Full Floor Cèilidh Band
 Friday 20th Oct Evening Heron Valley
 Saturday 21st Oct Evening The Gary Innes Band

Sunny’s Sports Bar Wednesday 18th Oct Afternoon & Evening Full Floor Cèilidh Band
 Thursday 19th Oct Afternoon Kevin Cameron & Friends
 Thursday 19th Oct Evening Trail West
 Friday 20th Oct Afternoon Trail West
 Friday 20th Oct Evening Kevin Cameron & Friends

Volunteer Arms Wednesday 18th Oct Afternoon & Evening Fergie MacDonald
 Thursday 19th Oct Afternoon & Evening Fergie MacDonald
 Friday 20th Oct Afternoon & Evening Fergie MacDonald
 Saturday 21st Oct Evening U-Bend Cèilidh Band

Ben Nevis Bar Wednesday 18th Oct   Live MusicTBC
 Thursday 19th Oct   Live Music TBC
 Friday 20th Oct   Live Music TBC

Alexandra Hotel Wednesday 18th Oct Evening Gunna Sound
 Thursday 19th Oct Evening Gunna Sound
 Friday 20th Oct Evening Gunna Sound

Garrison West Tuesday 17th Oct Evening  Black Velvet Band
 Wednesday 18th Oct Evening  Angus Binnie & Co.
 Thursday 19th Oct Evening Riska Ceilidh Band
 Friday 20th Oct Evening  Live Music TBC

Mòd Loch Abar 2017, Pub Circuit
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Royal National 
Mòd manager, 
James Graham, 
says record num-
bers will attend 
this year’s event 
in Fort William. 
Photograph: Gary 
Anthony.

Gaelic Books Council 
The Gaelic Books Council sell a wide range of attractive Gaelic books and CDs in our shop in the heart of Glasgow and 
through our website, www.gaelicbooks.org.

Throughout the year, we are involved in a wide range of literary events, competitions and initiatives for all ages, including 
monthly Gaelic reading sessions for younger children with our Young Gaelic Reading Ambassador Linda MacLeod. 

We are always happy to provide book lovers, learners, parents and reluctant readers with advice, recommendations and 
complimentary bookmarks.

Comhairle nan Leabhraichean

Bidh Comhairle nan Leabhraichean a’ reic 
leabhraichean Gàidhlig tlachdmhor agus 
clàran anns a’ bhùth againn aig cridhe baile 
Ghlaschu agus air an làrach-lìn againn, 
www.gaelicbooks.org.

Tron a’ bhliadhna, bidh sinn an-sàs ann am 
measgachadh de thachartasan litreachail, 
co-farpaisean agus iomairtean airson a 
h-uile aois, leithid seiseanan leughaidh do 
phàistean còmhla ri Linda NicLeòid, Tos-
gaire Òg airson Leughadh Gàidhlig.

Tha e na thlachd dhuinn a bhith a’ toirt 
comhairle, molaidhean agus comharraid-
hean-leabhair dhaibhsan a tha measail air 
leabhraichean, do luchd-ionnsachaidh aig 
a h-uile ìre, do phàrantan agus dhaibhsan a 
tha caran leisg a thaobh leughaidh.

ADVERTORIAL
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Disathairne 14mh 
Dàmhair/Saturday 
October 14, 2017

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Talla Cruinneachaidh
Lochaber High School, 
Assembly Hall
10:00 Pthe Ceòl Mòr
13:30 B361 Ceòl Beag
15:00 B362 Dannsa 
Grad-Charach & 
Port-Cruinn / Hornpipe 
& Jig

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 1 
Lochaber High School, 
Room 1
09:30 C132 Ceòl Mòr 
na h-Òigridh / Junior 
Pìobaireachd (U19)
13:30 C108 Ceòl-cais-
meachd / March (U15)
13:30 C109 Srath-spè & 
Ruidhle / Strathspey & 
Reel (U15)
15:30 C131 Port-Cruinn 
/ Jig (U 19)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 2
Lochaber High School, 
Room 2
09:30 C85 Feadan / 
Chanter (U13) Ceòl 
caismeachd
10:30 C85A Feadan / 
Chanter (U13) Gaelic 
Air / Fonn Gàidhlig
11:15 C86 Pìobaire-
achd-Caismeachd  /  
Bagpipes-March (U13)
13:30 C130 Ceòl-ca-
ismeachd, Srath-spè 
& Ruidhle/ March, 
Strathspey & Reel (U 
19)

Co-àrainn Sgoiltean 

a’ Chaoil, Seòmar 
Cruinneachaidh
Caol Joint Campus, 
Assembly Room
09:00 C83 Ceòl Fìdhle / 
Fiddle (U13)
10:30 C176 Còmhlain 
Fìdhle / Fiddle Groups 
(U19)
11:00 C118 Ceòl Fìdhle 
/ Fiddle (13-18)
12:45 - B340 Senior 
Fiddle-Slow Air, M/S/R
13:30 C81 Ceòl Piana / 
Piano (U13)
14:30 C116 Ceòl Piana / 
Piano (13-18)

Ionad Coimhearsnachd 
a’ Chaoil
Caol Community 
Centre
09:00 C178 Ceòl Bocsa / 
Accordion (U19)
10:45 C179 Ceòl 
Maileoidean / Melode-
on (U19)
11:30 C178A Contem-
porary / Trad Accordion
13:00 C84 
Ceòl Bocsa / Accordion 
(U13)
14:00 B370 Senior 
Accordion M/S/R
14:15 B372 Senior-Gael-
ic Waltz Set

Diluain 16mh Dàmhair 
/ Monday October 16, 
2017

Ionad Nibheis, Nevis 
Centre
09:00 C172 Còmhlain / 
Folk Groups (U19)
10:30 C173 Seinn 
aon-fhuaimneach / 
Unison  (U19)
10:30 C175 U19 Puirt
11:30 C102 Seumas Mac 

a’ Phì - Caileagan  / 
James MacPhee-Girls

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Duncansburgh 
Church
09:00 C174 Seinn 
Chòisirean - Co-sheirm 
/ Choral Harmony 
(U19)
09:45 C177 - Seinn 
aon-neach / (dhaibh 
san a bhuannaich a’ 
1mh àite aig Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
roimhe) Former 1st 
Prize winners’
11:30 C103 Seumas Mac 
a’ Phì - Balaich / James 
MacPhee Boys

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Talla Mhòr
Duncansburgh Church, 
Large Hall
14:00 C180 Òrain 
Luaidh/Waulking Songs 
(U19)
14:30 C145A Seann Nòs 
Luchd ionnsachaidh/
Trad Learners (16-18)

Colaiste na Gàidheal-
tachd an Iar, Seòmar 1
West Highland College, 
Room 1
09:00 C172A Còmhlain 
/ Folk Groups (U13)
11:00 C87B Ceòl is 
Cleas / Action song 
(U13)
12:00 C87A Dràma 
(U13)
14:00 C76 Còisirean 
aon-fhuaimneach - 
Bun-sgoil / Primary 
Unison
14:00 C78  Puirt - Bun-
sgoil / Primary Puirt

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Stiùideo Dannsa
Lochaber High School, 
Dance Studio
09:00 C26A Seinn 
Aon-neach (aois 7-8) / 
Solo (age 7-8)
14:00 C03 Còisirean 
Dùthchail / Rural 
unison
15:30 C77 Co-sheirm 
- Bun-sgoil / Primary 
Harmony

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar Dràma
Lochaber High School, 
Drama Room
09:00 C27 Seinn 
Aon-neach (aois 5-6) / 
Solo (age 5-6)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 1
Lochaber High School, 
Room 1
09:00 C26 Bàrdachd/ 
Poem (5-6)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 2
Lochaber High School, 
Room 2
09:00 C26A Bàrdachd / 
Poem age 7-8
11:30 C24 Còmhradh / 
Conversation (5-8)

Ionad Coimhearsnachd 
a’ Chaoil
Caol Community 
Centre
09:00 C51A Seinn 
Aon-neach - Caileagan / 
Girls Solo (age 11-12)
11:30 C51 Seinn 
aon-neach - caileagan / 
Solo girls 9-10

Co-àrainn Sgoiltean 

The full programme of    events at Mòd 2017

Last year the Western Isles Trad Orchestra and the Lynn Maclean and Claire Wilson Dancers delighted audiences in Stornoway. 7_t43mod_Western isles

a’ Chaoil, Seòmar 
Cruinneachaidh
Caol Joint Campus, 
Assembly Room
09:00 C52A Seinn 
Aon-neach - Balaich / 
Boys Solo (11-12)
09:45 C52 Seinn 
Aon-neach-Balaich 
(aois 9-10) / Solo-Boys 
(age 9-10)
10:30 C79 Seinn Càraid 
/ Duet U13

Co-àrainn Sgoiltean a’ 
Chaoil, Seòmar 1
Caol Joint Campus, 
Room 1
09:00 C49 Bardachd/
Poem (9-10)
10:00 C49A Bàrdachd/
Poem (11-12)

Dimàirt 17mh Dàmhair 
/ Tuesday October 17, 
2017

Ionad Nibheis, Nevis 
Centre
09:00 C155 Caileagan / 
Girls (16-18)
11:30 C110 Còisirean 
Aon-fhuaimneach / 
Unison (13-18)
11:30 C112 Puirt a beul 
(13-18)
14:00 C94A Seann 
Nòs - Caileagan Bonn 
Airgid/ Trad Girls 
Silver Medal (13-15)
15:30 C94B Seann Nòs 
- Balaich Bonn Airgid / 
Trad Boys Silver Medal 
(13-15)

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Duncansburgh 
Church
09:00 C111 Co-sheirm / 
Harmony (13-18)

09:45 C95 Am Bonn 
Airgid - Caileagan / 
Girls’ Silver Medal
11:30 C171B A’ Seinn 
Salm / Precenting (U19)
12:00 C146 Seann Nòs 
- Balaich / Trad Boys 
(16-18)
14:00 C145 Seann Nòs 
- Caileagan / Trad Girls 
(16-18)
15:30 C171A A’ Seinn 
Salm / Precenting (U13)

Eaglais Naoimh 
Ainndreis, St Andrew’s 
Church
09:00 C96 Am Bonn 
Airgid - Balaich / Silver 
Medal (Boys)
10:00 C156 Seinn 
Aon-neach - Balaich 
(16-18)
10:30 C144 Seinn 
Càraid / Duet Open 
(13-18)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Talla Cruinneachaidh
Lochaber High School, 
Assembly Hall
09:00 C70A (ii)  Seann 
Nòs - Caileagan / Trad 
Girls (11-12)
12:00 C72 Co-sheirm- 
Bun sgoiltean / Harmo-
ny Primary Choirs
14:00 C71 Coisirean 
Aon-fhuaimneach - 
Bun-sgoiltean/ Unison 
- Primary Schools
14:00 C73 Puirt a beul - 
Bun-sgoiltean/Primary 
Schools

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Talla Spòrs
Lochaber High School, 
Sports Hall
09:00 C44 (ii) Seinn 

Aon-neach Caileagan / 
Solo Girls (age 10)
11:00 C44A (ii) Seinn 
Aon-neach Caileagan 
(aois 12) / Solo Girls 
(age 12 )
14:00 C74 Seinn Càraid 
/ Duet (U13)
15:30 C70A (i) Seann 
Nòs - Caileagan / Trad 
Girls (U11)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Stiùideo Dannsa
Lochaber High School, 
Dance Studio
09:00 C44A (i) Seinn 
Aon-neach Caileagan 
(aois 11) / Solo Girls 
(age 11 )
10:30 C70B Seann 
Nòs - Balaich / Trad 
Boys (U13)
14:00 C75 Leughadh/
Reading (U13)
15:30 C92 Bàrdachd / 
Poetry (13-15)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar Dràma
Lochaber High School, 
Drama Room
09:00 C21 Seinn 
Aon-neach - Balaich / 
Solo Boys (9-10)
10:00 C41A Seinn 
Aon-neach / Solo (5-6)
11:15 C22A (ii) 
Bàrdachd / Poetry (5-6)
14:00 C20 Leughadh / 
Reading (13-15)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 1
Lochaber High School, 
Room 1
09:00 C21 Sgeulachd / 
Story (5-8)
10:00 C41A Sgeulachd/ 
Story (11-12)

11:15 C22A (ii)  
Bàrdachd / Poetry (age 
8)
14:00 C20 Còmhradh / 
Conversation (5-8)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 2
Lochaber High School, 
Room 2
09:00 C41 Sgeulachd/ 
Story (9-10)
10:30 C39 Seanchas / 
Tale (9-12)
11:00 C22A (i) Bàr-
dachd / Poetry (age 7)
13:30 C42A Bàrdachd / 
Poetry (11-12)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 3
Lochaber High School, 
Room 3
13:30 C40A Còmhradh 
/ Conversation (11-12) 
15:30 C90 Còmhradh/
Conversation (13-15)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 4
Lochaber High School, 
Room 4
13:30 C40 Còmhradh / 
Conversation (9-10)
15:30 C89 Seanchas/
Tale(13-18)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 4
Lochaber High School, 
Room 4
13:30 C40  Còmhradh / 
Conversation (9-10)
15:30 C89 Seanchas/
Tale(13-18)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 5
Lochaber High School, 
Room 5

13:30 C42(i)  Bardachd/
Poetry (age 9)
15:00 C42 (ii) Bàrdachd 
/ Poetry (age 10)

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Seòmar 6
Lochaber High School, 
Room 6
13:30 C106  Bìoball /
Bible (13-15)
14:00 C43 Bioball/Bible 
(9-12)

Ionad Coimhearsnachd 
a’ Chaoil
Caol Community 
Centre
09:00 C45A Seinn 
Aon-neach - Balaich / 
Solo Boys (11-12)

Ionad Coimhearsnachd 
a’ Chaoil, Seòmar Mhic 
Iain
Caol Community 
Centre, Jackson Room
09:00 C23A (i) Seinn 
Aon-neach / Solo (age 
7)

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Talla
Lochaber Gaelic 
Primary School, Hall
09:00 C44 (i) Seinn 
Aon-neach Caileagan / 
Solo Girls (age 9)

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Seòmar 
Coimhearsnachd
Lochaber Gaelic Prima-
ry School, Community 
Room
09:00 C23A (ii) Seinn 
Aon-neach / Solo (age 
8)

Diciadain 18mh 

MÒD LOCH ABAR 2017 Friday October 
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Acair has long been a supporter of the Royal 
National Mòd, and this year, as part of their special 
40th birthday celebrations, there was the perfect 
opportunity to bring the birthday festivities 
to Lochaber.
Acair will have a stall selling a wide range of their general titles, alongside 
original Gaelic books and translated classics. There will also be two book 
launches, which will happen on the annual ‘Latha Litreachais’ (Literature Day), 
run by both the Comunn Gaidhealach and the Gaelic Books Council, and which 
takes place on Wednesday during Mòd week in the Ben Nevis Hotel, beginning 
at noon. The � rst of these launches is for Anne Frater’s latest poetry collection, 
‘Cridhe Creige’. This new anthology covers a range of personal subjects, and is 
an exciting addition to Acair’s already impressive collection of Gaelic poetry 
books. 

‘Granaidh Afraga’ by Morag Anna MacNeil will also be launched during 
Latha Litreachais, and this will be the � rst book published by Acair from this 
promising new author. Already nominated last year for the prestigious ‘Duais 
Dhòmhnaill Meek’, and illustrated by the up-and-coming Scottish artist Eilidh 
Muldoon, this children’s story is sure to become an instant Gaelic favourite.   

Everyone is welcome to these events, and make sure you head over to Acair’s 
stall to catch some great bargains and special o� ers.

Domhnall 
MacCormaig

Antiquarian Bookseller
Est 1976

14 Grenitote, Isle of North Uist, HS6 5BP
Tel: 01876 560230

Email@djmacormick@yahoo.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN 
GAELIC BOOKS

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 
TOPOGRAPHY

CELTIC STUDIES AND 
SCOTTISH HISTORY

Libraries and single items purchased
Member of the Antiquarian 
Booksellers Association (International)

ADVERTORIAL
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The full programme of    events at Mòd 2017

Aberfeldy folk group – Strung Drawn and Quartered at the 2016 Royal National Mòd. 17_t44mod2016_strung_aberfeldy

Dàmhair / Wednesday 
October 18, 2017

Ionad Nibheis, Nevis 
Centre
09:00 A220 Am Bonn 
Òir - Mnathan - Òran 
Ainmichte / Gold 
Precribed Ladies
09:00 A222 Òran Mòr - 
Mnathan /  Ladies
11:30 A248 Seann Nòs 
- Luchd-ionnsachaidh / 
Learners’ Trad
13:30 SSL254 An 
Aigeallan Airgid 
- Mnathan-Farpais 
Crìochnachaidh / Silver 
Pendant Final Ladies
13:30 SSM254 An 
Aigeallan Airgid -Fir- 
Farpais Crìochnachaidh 
/ Silver Pendant Final 
Men
19:30 GSL224 Am 
Bonn Òr - Farpais 
CrÌochnachaidh 
(Mnathan) / Gold 
Medal Final (Ladies)
19:30 GSM224 Am 
Bonn Òr - Farpais 
CrÌochnachaidh (Fir) 
/ Gold Medal Final 
(Men)

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Duncansburgh 
Church
09:00 A221 Am 
Bonn Òir - Fir - Òran 
Ainmichte / Gold 
Prescribed Men
09:00 A223 Òran Mòr - 
Fir / Men
11:00 A271 Òran à 
Muile no Idhe / Mull & 
Iona (Sarah Weir)
14:00 A274 Òran às 
an Eilean Sgitheanach 
no à Cataibh / Skye & 

Sutherland
15:30 A270 A’ 
Bhean-uasal NicUalraig 
Fhriseil / Kennedy 
Fraser

Eaglais Naoimh 
Ainndreis, St Andrew’s 
Church
09:00 A250 An Aigeal-
lan Airgid - (Mnathan) 
Oran ainmichte/Silver 
Ladies Prescribed
09:00 A252 An Aigeal-
lan Airgid - (Mnathan) 
Roghainn fhèin/Own 
choice
11:30 A251 An 
Aigeallan Airgid - Fir / 
Silver Men Prescribed
11:30 A253 An 
Aigeallan Airgid - Fir- 
Roghainn fhèin/Own 
choice
14:00 A275 Seinn 
Càraid / Duets
16:30 A273 Seinn 
Càraid / Duets Senior 
Precenting a psalm

Àrd-sgoil Loch Abar, 
Talla Cruinneachaidh
Lochaber High School, 
Assembly Hall
19:00 Drama Final

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Talla, Loch-
aber Gaelic Primary 
School, Hall
09:00 B332 Recital 
Class
10:00 B322 Clàrsach 
Elementary (U18)
12:00 B325 Senior 
Elementary
14:00 B330 Duets (U13)
15:30 B331 Ensembles

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 

Loch Abar, Seòmar na 
Clàrsaich 1
Lochaber Gaelic 
Primary School, 
Clàrsach Room 1
09:15 B333 Senior 
Duets
09:30 B3234 Clàrsach 
Intermediate 2
11:00 B321 Introduc-
tory
14:00 B324 Advanced
15:15 B330A Duets 
(13-18)

Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar, Seòmar na 
Clàrsaich 2
Lochaber Gaelic 
Primary School, 
Clàrsach Room 2
09:30 B329 Composi-
tion
10:30 B326 Senior 
Advanced
11:30 B320 Self-Accom-
paniment
14:00 B323 Intermedi-
ate 1

Diardaoin 19mh 
Dàmhair / Thursday 
October 19, 2017

Ionad Nibheis, Nevis 
Centre
09:00 A306 Puirt a 
beul - Dùthchail / Rural 
Puirt a beul
13:30 A303 Sgiath 
Latharna / Lorn Shield
13:30 Siorram MacM-
haighstir/Sheriff MacM 
Campbell
19:30 TSL232 Farpais 
Crìochnachaidh Seann 
Nòs (Mnathan)  / Trad 
Final (Ladies)
19:30 TSM232 Farpais 
Crìochnachaidh Seann 

Nòs (Fir) / Trad Final 
(Men)

Colaiste na Gàidheal-
tachd an Iar, Seòmar 1
West Highland College, 
Room 1
10:00 A200 Aithirs 
bàrdachd (luchd-ionn-
sachaidh)
10:45 A204 Aithirs 
bàrdachd (fileanta)
11:00 A205 Aithris rosg 
(fileanta)
11:15 A206 Leughadh 
air a’ chiad sealladh 
earrann de rosg

Àrd-Sgoil Loch Abar, 
Lochaber High School
10:00 Dannsa Gàid-
healach

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Duncansburgh 
Church
09:00 A305 Còisirean 
Dùthchail - Mnathan / 
Rural Ladies

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Talla Bheag
Duncansburgh Church, 
Small Hall
09:00 A234 Bonn Òir 
Tìm an Òbain/Oban 
Times Gold Medal
10:00 A272 Farpais 
dhaibhsan a bhuan-
naich a’ 1mh duais aig 
na Mòdan Ionadail 
/ Provincial Mod 1st 
Prizewinners
11:30 A233 Puirt a beul

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Talla Mhòr, 
Duncansburgh Church, 
Large Hall
14:00 A279 Seinn le 

Inneal-Ciùil / Self 
Accompaniment
14:15 A277 Còmhlan 
ciùil/Folk Groups
14:45 A278 Òrain 
Luaidh / Waulking 
Song

Eaglais Naoimh 
Ainndreis, St Andrew’s 
Church
10:0 A230 Seann Nòs 
- Mnathan / Traditional 
Ladies 
10:00 A231 Seann Nòs - 
Fir / Traditional Men

Dihaoine 20 Dàmhair 
/ Friday October 20, 
2017

Ionad Nibheis, Nevis 
Centre
09:00 A308 Puirt a beul
09:00 A307 Sgiath 
Mhuile agus Idhe/Mull 
& Iona Shield
13:30 A301 Sgiath 
MhicShimidh & 
Thulaich Bhàrdainn / 
Lovat & Tullibardine
13:30 A302 Cuach 
Cuimhneachan Maire-
ad NicDhonnchaidh / 
Margrat Duncan

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Duncansburgh 
Church
09:00 A304  Ge-
all-dùbhlain Esme Nic 
a’ Ghobhainn / Esme 
Smyth (Ladies)

Eaglais Bhaile Dhon-
nchaidh, Talla bheag
Duncansburgh Church,  
Small Hall
10:00 A276  Òran 
Cheathrar / Quartet

MÒD LOCH ABAR 2017 Friday October 
13 to Saturday 
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AN EVENING of live tradi-
tional music and Gaelic culture 
will form part of a celebration 
marking the arrival of the Royal 
National Mòd to Lochaber.

People are invited along to the 
VisitScotland iCentre in Fort 
William from 4pm on Monday 
(October 16), as it hosts an 
evening of free live musical per-
formances, with support from 
the Outdoor Capital of the UK 
(OCUK) in Lochaber.

The Mòd kicks off tomorrow 
(October 13) and runs until 
October 21, with events in and 
around the town, and staff in 
the VisitScotland iCentre will 
be helping answer any queries 
in relation to the events taking 
place during the week, as well 
as providing Gaelic-speaking 
advisors for the event in the 
centre itself on Monday.

The entertainment starts 
in the iCentre at 4pm, when 
11-year-old accordion player 
Cameron MacIsaac, who is 
competing in the Mòd, will 
open proceedings. iCentre 
visitors can then whet their 
appetites with music from 
local performers, including 
Gaelic Mòd gold medal singers 
Ruaridh Cormack, Eilidh Cor-
mack and Emma Macleod.

At 5pm, the talented Mari-
anne Fraser and A’Hooligan, 
who describe themselves as “a 
mad-trad ceilidh band from 
the West Coast, producing and 
performing our unique style 
throughout the highlands and 
islands”, will perform.

Hot on their heels from 
6.30pm to 8pm are Gary Innes, 

Ewen Henderson and Craig Ir-
ving of Mànran, one of the best-
known and loved Scottish bands 
on the scene today. The 2011 
launch of their debut single, 
Latha Math, heralded a meteoric 
rise to the top of the Scottish 
music world that quickly saw 
them playing many of the most 
prestigious festivals in Europe, 
despite having only been in 
existence for a few months.

From then, a multi-award-win-
ning debut album followed as 
the band set about living up 
to the hype surrounding their 
early release while establishing 
their characteristic sound and 
distinctive approach to musical 
arrangement.

A member of VisitScotland’s 
Coo Van fleet – either Hamish, 
Morag or Archie – will also be 
parked outside the iCentre on 
Monday evening. 

These vans have toured the 
country throughout the sum-
mer, providing inspiration and 
information at events, visitor 
attractions and tourism hot-
spots – and have become a real 
talking point among visitors, 
who are encouraged to stop by, 
have a chat with our Coo-visors 
and learn about some of the 
traditional Scottish activities in 
which they can get involved.

Chris Taylor, VisitScotland 
regional partnerships director, 
said: ‘This event is the perfect 
opportunity for VisitScotland 
to help showcase some great 
traditional music and we are 
delighted to be supporting this 
as well as the continual develop-
ment and promotion of Gaelic, 

particularly during Scotland’s 
Year of History, Heritage and 
Archaeology.

‘At VisitScotland we recognise 
that the Gaelic language is 
an integral part of Scotland’s 
heritage, identity and culture, 
which makes it vital when we 
are marketing Scotland to our 
visitors.

‘The VisitScotland team here 
in the Fort William iCentre is 
pivotal in providing information 
and inspiration to visitors from 
all over the world who want to 
learn about the Highlands and 
the Gaelic culture. 

‘Tourism is the heartbeat of 
the Scottish economy – support-
ing communities and creating 
jobs throughout the year in 
every corner of the country.’

Chris O’Brien, Destination 
Manager, Outdoor Capital of 
the UK said: ‘We are delighted 
to support this fantastic night of 
traditional entertainment with 
VisitScotland, and we’re just as 
excited to live stream the event 
on Facebook so that we can 
share our brand of Highland 
entertainment with the rest of 
the world!’

As well as the fantastic musi-
cians, visitors will also be able 
to Lochaber’s delicious local 
produce, including shortbread 
and whisky.

For those who can’t attend, 
there is an opportunity to view 
a live streaming of events, along 
with exclusive interviews with 
the musicians, live on Facebook 
on the OCUK Facebook page 
at: www.facebook.com/Out-
doorcapitaluk

Fort has all Mòd cons

HAPPY TO SUPPORT THE 
LOCHABER MÒD 2017

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, 
CHILDRENS MENU, 

BAKED POTATOES, KEBABS
(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE)

Telephone 30 minutes in advance

Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

Kilmallie Road, Caol, 
Fort William PH33 7EN

01397 701078

Opening 
Hours     

Mon - Fri : 
5pm – 10.30pm   

Sat : 
4pm – 10.30pm

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the 
breathtaking landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish 
Clans Calendar, featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 
01371 851 868

The ideal gift...
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MÒD LOCH ABAR 2017 Friday October 
13 to Saturday 

October 21PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW

3. It’s a fair cop... but who is the wee lad getting a 
helping hand from the strong arm of the law?

5. Smiles all round. Do you recognise anyone? Let us know. 7. Time to celebrate, but who are they and what are they celebrating?

6. Who are these ladies looking splendid in their tartan and the � ne looking gent? 8. This choir was happy to pose for our photographer, but which choir is it, where are 
they from and what is the year?

4. Do you know this adult and the baby in his arms? And 
what year is it?

MÒD LOCH ABAR 2017
PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW • PREVIEW

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2017 air BBC ALBA … 
The Royal National Mòd 2017 on BBC ALBA …

i
Mòd 2017: Mòd na Cloinne 

Children’s Mòd
Diluain 16 Dàmhair, 10f | Monday 16 October, 10pm 

Mòd 2017: Mòd na Cloinne 
Children’s Mòd

Dimàirt 17 Dàmhair, 10f |Tuesday 17 October, 10pm

Mòd 2017:  
Buinn Òir a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich beò 

Gold Medal Competitions live 
Diciadain 18 Dàmhair, 7.30f | Wednesday 18 October, 7.30pm

Mòd 2017:  
Là Mòr nan Còisirean Dùthchail beò

Rural Choirs live
Diardaoin 19 Dàmhair, 1.30f |Thursday 19 October, 1.30pm

Mòd 2017: Buinn Òir an t-Seann Nòis beò 
Traditional Gold Medals Final live 

Diardaoin 19 Dàmhair, 7.30f |Thursday 19 October, 7.30pm

Mòd 2017: Là Mòr nan Còisirean Sgìreil beò
Area Choirs live

Dihaoine 20 Dàmhair, 1.30f |Friday 20 October, 1.30pm

Mòd 2017: Mòd nan Còisirean
The Choirs’ Mòd

Dihaoine 20 Dàmhair, 10f |Friday 20 October, 10pm
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Wyvex Media’s Pet Idol competition is open to all pets of owners living in the circulation area of the Oban Times, Lochaber Times, Campbeltown Courier and Argyllshire Advertiser. Closing date for entries is midnight Sunday, October 22 2017. Photographs must have been taken on or after 
September 1, 2017. Pictures of deceased pets are ineligible. Only one entry per pet. By entering the competition you - the owner - agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of your pet without payment for the purposes of promoting the Pet Idol campaign(s). 
The winning pet and owner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate families are not eligible to enter.

Enter today 
for your 
chance to win

of vouchers to 
spend on your 
pampered pet

ENTER ONLINE 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their fa-
vourite pets in the supplement. We will then break it down 
to further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and finally top 10. From 
the top 10, the pet with the most votes will be crowned our 
Pet Idol Champion early in 2018. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Pet Idol Supplement
After you enter your pet, look out for our fantastic 
Pet Idol supplement on 2 and 3 November. This 
will give you the chance to boast to your friends 
that your little fur-ball really is the cutest thing in 
Argyll and the West Highlands!

How to enter
Pet Idol is open to all pets belonging to households across Argyll 
and Lochaber. Just take a snap of your pet and enter online at 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol. Photographs must have been 
taken on or after September 1, 2017 (we don’t want pictures of 
cute kittens that are now the size of Mufasa!)

£500
The closing date for entries is 
midnight, Sunday, October 22, 2017.

The Distinguished Gentleman’s 
Ride Killin this year saw the 
second such event organised 
by Tom Murphy and his family 
– part of a worldwide charity 
event in aid of Prostate Cancer 
and Men’s Mental Health.

The first ride in 2016 raised 
just over £9,000, with only 20 
riders taking part, making it the 
top fundraiser for the smallest 
ride in the world. 

This year, on Sunday Septem-
ber 24 and 25, riders took part 
in the second ride out.

People from Killin and sur-
rounding area braved the rain 
to support and wave off the 25 
classic bike riders for the round 
trip of more than 70 miles, from 
Killin to Cruachan Visitors cen-
tre on the shores of Loch Awe.

Thanks to the generosity of the 
sponsors, the total raised so far 

for this year’s ride is £13,628 and 
rising. 

A big thank you to Killin Co-
op for donating coffee, tea and 
biscuits, hosted by Ann Watson, 
before the riders set off, and to 
Michael and Lynn Crow of The 
Courie Inn Killin for donating a 
warm hearty meal for the bikers 
following the ride, which was a 
fitting end to a wonderful day 
for some very damp riders.

Thanks also to Duncan MacK-
innon for piping them off, Lix 
Toll Garage Killin for providing 
the support vehicle manned by 
John, Tom, Raymond, Jamie, 
Gordon and Pete, and to pho-
tographers Dave Hunt and Ron 
Allner. 

To donate and help support 
this very worthy cause, visit  
The Distinguished Gentleman’s 
Ride Killin website.

The Distinguished Gentleman’s 
Ride Killin this year saw the 

for this year’s ride is £13,628 and 
rising. 

Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

Listings for Thursday 12 October 
– Thursday 19 October 2017

DIARDAOIN 12 DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan – 
Stories from Fishermen’s working 
lives at sea (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad - 
Adrenaline
22.00 Belladrum 2015 High-
lights: Cridhe Tartan - Prides (rpt)
22.40 Marilyn Munroe (rpt) 
23.30 Ceolmhor@Piping Live! 
(rpt)

DIHAOINE 13 DÀMHAIR
FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35 Machair – Gaelic soap based 
on the Isle of Lewis (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Na Ceitlich (rpt)
20.00    Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20.25 Binneas – Barbara Dickson 
(rpt)
20.30    Puirt-adhair (rpt)
21.00    Dà Là san Dàmhair (rpt)
22.00    Seirm (rpt)
23.00    Marilyn Monroe (rpt)
23.50    Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan – Gavin James (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 14 DÀMHAIR
SATURDAY 14 OCTOBER
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.10 Machair (rpt)
18.00    Scottish Premiership – 
Ross County v Hearts

20.00 Na Ceitlich (rpt)
20.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Seirm – Music 
from Celtic Connections 2017        
22.00  Dà Là san Dàmhair (rpt)
22.55 Scottish Premiership – 
Ross County v Hearts (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 15 DÀMHAIR
SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30  Seachd La/News Review
19.30  ÙR | NEW: Alleluia! 
20.00     Talla Sheòrais (rpt)
20.45     Ceòl bho Perthshire 
Amber (rpt)
21.00     Breab agus Buaidh – the 
inspirational story of the women 
changing the face of Scottish 
football (rpt) 
22.00 Seirm (rpt)
23.00 Marilyn Monroe (rpt)
23:50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 16 DÀMHAIR
MONDAY 16 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Puirt-adhair
21.00 Cò Ach…Cathy Ann? 
– A look at the life of Cathy Ann 
MacPhee (rpt)
21.30     ÙR | NEW: Bannan 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Mòd 
na Cloinne 
23.30    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.35 Togaidh  Sinn Fonn (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 17 DÀMHAIR
TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)

19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30    Faobhar: Eilean Eige (rpt)
21.00 An Dotair Mòr (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Mòd 
na Cloinne 
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
DICIADAIN 18 DÀMHAIR
WEDNESDAY 18 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00    Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Buinn 
Òir a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich 
21.00 An Là – News
21.10 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Buinn 
Òir a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich
22.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)
22.30 Bannan (rpt)
23.00 Air an Rathad – Prestige 
(rpt)

DIARDAOIN 19 DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 19 OCTOBER
13.30    ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Là 
Mòr nan Còisirean Dùthchail
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan – 
Stories from Fishermen’s working 
lives at sea (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Buinn 
an t-Seann Nòis
21.00 An Là - News
21.10 ÙR | NEW: Mòd 2017: Buinn 
an t-Seann Nòis
22.00    Muhammed Ali (rpt)
22.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.00    Seirm (rpt)

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Clydesdale 
Accordion and 
Fiddle Club
On Sunday October 1, I 
made my first visit to the 
Clydesdale Accordion 
and Fiddle Club – held 
in St Mary’s Club rooms 
in Lanark.

The guest act was the 
Ian Smith Band, com-
prised of Ian on accor-
dion from Tiree, Marie 
Fielding from Falkirk on 
fiddle, Fraser MacInnes 
from Tobermory on 
drums and Ross Wilson 
from Bunessan on piano.

What an energetic 
performance it was from 
the band who have gone 
down on record as the 
most environmentally- 
friendly band ever to 
play at the club owing to 

their decision to arrive 
on the train.

That decision may have 
had less to do with the 
environment, however, 
and more to do with the 
fact that there is a fully 
licensed bar at the venue.

Two o-clock on a Sun-
day afternoon is a lovely 
time for an accordion 
and fiddle club and I 
would highly recom-
mend heading along on 
the first Sunday of each 
month.

The next meeting is 
on November 5 and the 
band for that afternoon 
will be the Calum Cruick-
shank Scottish Dance 
Band. On December 3, 
the Nicky McMichan 
Scottish Dance Band will 
be the guest artist. Janu-
ary 7 will be headlined by 
the 60s Bairns; February 

by Alistair McCulloch 
and Ian Muir; March by 
the Craigowal Scottish 
Dance Band; and May 
by Gordon Pattullo and 
Malcolm Ross. There is 
no meeting in April.

Glasgow 
Gaelic Society 
Programme 
for 2017/2018
The Glasgow Gaelic So-
ciety (Comann Gàidhlig 
Ghlaschu) have the first 
meeting of the coming 
year tonight, Thursday 
October 12, at 7.30pm 
in the Glasgow Gaelic 
School.
Rosemary Ward from 
Comhairle nan Leabhra-
ichean will be delivering 
a talk entitled Litreachas 

agus Foillseachadh 
Gàidhlig: An Ath 
Cheum?
This month’s meeting 
will be all in Gaelic and 
all are welcome. Over 
the coming nine months, 
the society has a number 
of interesting Thursday 
night events approaching 
which I list here.
November 16: An Dr 
Ùisdean D MacGhill’In-
nein – ‘Tha a’ chiad 
tadhal aigesan’: an t-Ur-
ramach Ruaraidh Boyd, 
an caman agus am BBC.
December 14: Professor 
Alan Riach of the Uni-
versity of Glasgow – The 
Birlinn of Clan Ranald.
January 18: Mgr Alasdair 
MacEachainn (Beinn 
a’ Bhadhla) – Cuairt 
timcheall taobh an iar 
Èirinn.
February 15: Agnes 

Rennie (Acair) – Tiotal 
ri dhearbhadh.
March 15: An Dr 
Sìm Innes (Oilthigh 
Ghlaschu) – Tiotal ri 
dhearbhadh.
April 19: A’ Mh. Catri-
ona Colsman – Coimpi-
utaireachd na Gàidhlig.
May 17: Coinneamh 
Bhliadhnail / AGM.

What’s on
Friday October 13: 
Clydebank and District 
Highland Association 
ceilidh at 7.30pm in the 
Napier Hall, Old Kilpat-
rick.
Friday October 27: Coll 
Association quiz night at 
7.30pm in Partick Burgh 
Hall.
Friday October 27: 
Helensburgh and Dis-
trict Association dance 
in the Commodore 

Hotel at 8pm.
Friday October 27: The 
second annual Eriskay 
Gathering dance in Glas-
gow University Union at 
9pm.
Saturday October 28: 
Glasgow Skye Associ-
ation Marag supper in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, at 7.30pm.

Pub scene
Islay Inn
Friday October 13: Deep 
River
Saturday October 14: 
Gunna Sound
Sunday October 15: 
Calum MacPhail Duo
Park Bar
Friday October 13: Gun-
na Sound.
Saturday October 14: 
Dùn Mòr.
Sunday October 15: Dùn 
Mòr.

Ian Smith and Marie Fielding, with the very shy Fraser MacInnes and Ross 
Wilson hiding behind them, produced a great afternoon of music at the latest 

Clydesdale Accordion and Fiddle Club.

A new album inspired 
by Mendelssohn’s 
Hebrides Overture and 
journey to Staffa in 
1829 has rocketed into 
the UK’s classic music 
charts.

Staffa, by Ned Bigham 
and performed by the 
Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra, was released 
last month.

The title piece, 
originally written for or-
chestra and three large 
screens, was created 

in collaboration with 
BAFTA film director 
Gerry Fox, and was 
premiered by the BBC 
Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted 
by Martyn Brabbins, at 
the 70th Anniversary 
Celebration Concert 
of the Edinburgh In-
ternational Festival in 
August and broadcast 
afterwards on Radio 3.

‘Scored for full sym-
phony orchestra, celeste 
and two harps, Staffa 

dramatically evokes 
the fleeting moods of 
the Inner Hebridean 
island’s elemental 
location,’ the album’s 
publicist explains. 
‘Gerry Fox’s visuals pay 
homage to Mendels-
sohn’s famous 1829 visit 
to its haunting Fingal’s 
Cave by exploring the 
unique hexagonal, ba-
salt column formations 
of the interior and its 
surroundings.

‘The other works on 

the disc complement 
Staffa (in its stereo 
version) and demon-
strate Bigham’s playful 
way with existing 
forms. The two sets of 
Archipelago Dances 
whisk the listener off 
to Bigham’s imagined 
islands in these vivid 
orchestral tone poems. 
Halmahera is scored 
for two pianos and 
orchestra, with the 
canonic piano parts 
delightfully performed 

by Lynda Cochrane 
and Judith Keaney. The 
irresistible Tegua takes 
the polka form as its 
starting point. The Two 
Nightscapes are mys-
terious and haunting, 
with the glorious harp 
writing in Serenade 
performed by Pippa 
Tunnell.’

Ned Bigham is an ec-
lectic composer whose 
career encompasses 
orchestral, chamber, 
choral and electronica.

New Sta� a symphony 
makes wavesThe Highland Book-

shop in Fort William 
will be welcoming 
Ardnamurchan author 
and illustrator Jenny 
Chapman and her 
friend Algy next week.

The author and 
illustrator of the Algy, 
a Surprisingly Fluffy 
Bird series, will be 
at the bookshop on 
Wednesday October 
18 between 2pm and 
3.30pm, when she will 
be reading from Algy’s 
first book, meeting 
young readers and also 
signing books.

There are now three 
books in the Tales from 
the Adventures of Algy 
series, with a fourth 
scheduled to be pub-
lished next Easter.

The author will also 
officially launch a 
poetry competition – in 
conjunction with the 
bookshop – for children 
of primary school age.

Algy himself will be 
there to officially meet 
the public for the first 
time!

Jenny said: ‘Algy is 
a unique character of 
my own creation, who 
first appeared in a pho-
tographic Tumblr blog 
which started in March 
2012 and has about 
10,000 followers from 
all around the world 
(adventuresofalgy dot 
tumblr dot com).

‘I love playing and 
creating with language, 
and I know that children 
of primary school age 
do too. So I proposed to 
the Highland Bookshop 
that we run a poetry 
competition for local 
children in conjunction 
with the Adventures of 
Algy children’s events 
I’ll be doing in the shop, 
and they were delighted 
with the idea.

‘The competition will 
have two categories, for 

different age groups, 
and the full details will 
be announced at the 
event on October 18, 
but basically we will be 
asking the five- to seven-
year-olds to compose 
a short rhyme, and the 
eight- to 11-year-olds to 
compose a ballad. I’ll be 
discussing how to write 
different kinds of po-
etry at the event. We’re 
hoping to encourage as 
many local children to 
enter as possible, and 
I will make sure that 
everyone who does so 
receives at least a special 
postcard in return.

‘There will be a sec-
ond event on Saturday 
December 2, when I 
will be in the bookshop 
doing readings from 
Algy’s third book, The 
Magical Midwinter Star, 
and running Christmas 
art activities for the 
children, including 
making a magical mid-

winter star and drawing 
a stag. 

‘The winner of the 
competition will also 
be announced, with 
prizes awarded.

‘All the Adventures 
of Algy children’s 
books feature a range 
of original rhymes and 
poems of varying com-
plexity – from rhyming 
couplets to a 10-page 
ballad – which is why 
we are running this 
as a joint event (Ad-
ventures of Algy and 
the bookshop). We are 
hoping to make this an 
annual event for local 
children.’

For anyone unable to 
attend the event on Oc-
tober 18, there will be 
entry forms available 
in the Highland Book-
shop. The closing date 
is Sunday November 
19, and all entries are 
to be returned to the 
bookshop.

Ardnamurchan’s Algy set for 
Highland Bookshop event



Thursday 12 October, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 17LEISURE

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings
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11 12 13
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19
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22 23

Across

7 Exotic means of escape? (3-3)

8 Associate (6)

9 Cleanse (4)

10 What needs to be done (8)

11 Puzzle (7)

13 Creep (5)

15 Perpendicular (5)

17 One of the Slavic people (7)

20 Buttercup leaf eg (8)

21 Figure out (4)

22 Strange person (6)

23 Compare (6)

Down

1 Star system (6)

2 Bird of the Columbidae family (4)

3 Manage (7)

4 A siliceous rock (5)

5 Shellfish (8)

6 Beethoven's "Moonlight ___" (6)

12 Antiquated (8)

14 At a greater distance (7)

16 Food storage (6)

18 Holdings (6)

19 Automaton (5)

21 Hussy (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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7 8

9 10
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19

20 21

22 23

Across

7 Exotic means of escape? (3-3)

8 Associate (6)

9 Cleanse (4)

10 What needs to be done (8)

11 Puzzle (7)

13 Creep (5)

15 Perpendicular (5)

17 One of the Slavic people (7)

20 Buttercup leaf eg (8)

21 Figure out (4)

22 Strange person (6)

23 Compare (6)

Down

1 Star system (6)

2 Bird of the Columbidae family (4)

3 Manage (7)

4 A siliceous rock (5)

5 Shellfish (8)

6 Beethoven's "Moonlight ___" (6)

12 Antiquated (8)

14 At a greater distance (7)

16 Food storage (6)

18 Holdings (6)

19 Automaton (5)

21 Hussy (4)

THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

Piano Recital
MAREK KOCHMANSKI

Sunday 22nd 
October, 2.30pm
St Conan’s Kirk, 

Lochawe
£8 (Friends £6)

CREAM TEAS

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to 

advertise in the Oban 
Times Community 

Noticeboard 
please call 

01631 568000

FUNBOX present HIGHLAND FLING
Hoots mon and help ma boab! Take the high road (or the low road) and get roamin in 
the gloamin for Funbox’s brand new show. Join Anya, Kevin and Gary as they take a 
trip to the Highlands of Scotland to battle midgies, become monarchs of the glen and 
hear the skirl of the bagpipes in their latest singalong adventure. There’s silliness 
galore and songs to sing in this crazy new show for 2017. You’ll need to help us get 
the Funbox open – which contains everything you need to sing a song or have an 
adventure – but which of our special keys should we use? You may even be lucky 
enough to help the gang on stage!
Packed with family favourites like ‘Ally Bally’, ‘Did You Ever See A Lassie?’ and ‘Jelly 
Belly’, as well as brand new songs, HIGHLAND FLING is the perfect treat for kids of 
all ages – from nought to ninety

For your chance to win a family ticket to the Funbox show 
at the Corran Halls in Oban on Saturday, October 21st, 

simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon and post it to 
The Oban Times, FUNBOX Competition, PO Box 1,Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

Entries must be submitted by Monday 16 October 2017.
QUESTION: What is the name of Funbox’s show this year?

WIN A FAMILY TICKET 
TO FUNBOX

PLUS a goodie bag with DVD CD and Mug

Answer ........................................................................................................

Name ...........................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

Email ...........................................................................................................

Please post your entries to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Entries to be in by 12 noon  Monday 16 October 2017. 
Normal Oban Times rules apply. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. No cash alternative.

FUNBOX Competition

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

With an eclectic selection 
of lighting, furniture, mirrors 
and home accessories and a 
bespoke handmade lampshade 
service, Cotterell & Co have the 
unrivalled range to help you 
confi dently create your space 
with fl air and individuality.

Each lampshade is hand-
crafted to your requirements 
at Cotterell & Co under our 
exclusive “Rocke” brand.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What year was 

Cotterell & Co Established?

WIN 
A FREE BESPOKE “ROCKE” LAMPSHADE 

CONSULTATION INCLUDING £250 WORTH OF 
LAMPSHADES AND LIGHTING

NB Closing Date is Friday 27 October
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS WITH BREAKFAST AND 

FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the lighting sculpture in the Atrium Lounge called?

Voucher valid 9th December 2017 until 6th January 2018. Blackout dates apply, subject to availability, other terms and conditions apply and will feature on the voucher.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT THE HORSESHOE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS 

WITH DINNER AND BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of Mark Slaney’s Wine Guide?

The Horseshoe Restaurant with Rooms is a food lovers 
getaway set in the beautiful Scottish Borders; with a 
wealth of local food producers, Head Chef Darren Miran-
da is able to change Menus on a daily basis ensuring 
only the best produce is used. The lucky winners of this 

competition can enjoy dinner from the tasting menu on one 
night of their stay and from the a la carte menu on the other.

General Manager, Mark Slaney, author of his own Wine 
Guide, “Tasting Notes” is always on hand to offer advice on 
wine selections or his other passion – The Scottish Borders.

Subject to availability. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct 
families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter 
reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

This December at Fairmont St Andrews, guests are in for a 
special winter wonderland treat with the arrival of an ice rink 
to the resort. Skaters have the opportunity to experience a 
classic winter tradition surrounded by the natural beauty of 
the Fife landscape and starry night sky above. The Festive 
Savoy Afternoon Tea brings a magical menu of festive treats. 

Enjoy delicate fi nger sandwiches, delicious pastries and fan-
tastic cakes in the Atrium Lounge whilst watching the Zephyr 
lighting sculpture dancing above. 

As well as an overnight stay the lucky winners of this com-
petition will receive two ice skating passes, spa access, Festive 
Afternoon Tea and breakfast in the Squire restaurant.

Now in its 13th year The Edinburgh Art Fair returns from 17 
– 19 November with 65 galleries from around the UK and 
abroad representing over 500 artists from all four corners 
of the globe.

This years Private View, which Scottish Field has 25 
pairs of tickets to, will be opened by Edinburgh based au-
thor Ian Rankin on Thursday 16 November. Drinks served 
from 6.30pm.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What Edinburgh 
based author will be opening the Fair?

WIN 
A PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE EDINBURGH ART 

FAIR AND A PRIVATE VIEW

NB Closing date is Friday 3 November

WIN 
A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Where are Edinburgh Gin’s two distilleries located?

Since 2010, Edinburgh Gin has been committed to the 
art and science of distilling, creating innovative and 

award-winning gins.

Edinburgh Gin’s Christmas Gin promises the 
perfumed and warming aroma of frankincense and the 
sweet fl avour of myrrh followed by lingering spice from 

cinnamon and nutmeg. 

As a small-batch distiller Edinburgh Gin produce a 
versatile portfolio of quality gins, dedicated to guiding 
people’s discovery of the modern-day gin experience.

Every bottle of Edinburgh Gin is distilled at their West 
End and Leith distilleries.

Over 18s only. Delivery to UK mainland only. Prize cannot be exchanged or refunded.

A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

, just answer the following question:
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi 
rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate 
if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

scottishopera.org.uk

Four singers and a pianist coming to a venue near you

Touring Scotland 
21 Sep – 28 Oct

From £12/£5 (u26s)

Supported by
The Friends of Scottish Opera

& JTH Charitable Trust

Box offi  ce:
Terry Donovan | 01631 720 498

VICTORY HALL
BENDERLOCH
SAT 21 OCT, 7.30PM

Easy Tiger!
CANADIAN comic Craig 
Campbell, a ‘majestic mountain 
moose in a tiger striped onesie’, 
brings his new show East Tiger 
to Oban’s Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls on Saturday (October 14).

The comedian, ‘out of the 
Fringe jungle and onto the world 
stage for his third solo tour’, was 
described by Time Out magazine 
as: ‘A fantastic yarn weaver, with 
charming tales of his travels and 
hugely funny observations’.

‘Find yourself a comfy lap and 
settle in for an evening of hilarity 
as Canada’s furriest friend dis-
gorges all your favourite spittle 
impregnated cultural furballs,’ 
Campbell’s publicist writes: ‘You 
might by the end of the evening 
be left wondering which of you is 
domesticated.’

Craig Campbell recently sup-
ported Frankie Boyle for the third 
time on his national tour and was 
a hit on Alan Davies’ As Yet Un-

titled (Dave). He’s 
also performed on 
Michael McIn-
tyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow (BBC 
One), Russell Howard’s 
Good News (BBC Three), and 
was ‘responsible for easing the 
contractions of an expectant 
mother who laughed so hard at 
his performance on Dave’s One 
Night Stand that her waters 
broke’ – You have been warned.

One), Russell Howard’s 
Good News (BBC Three), and 
was ‘responsible for easing the 
contractions of an expectant 
mother who laughed so hard at 
his performance on Dave’s One 
Night Stand that her waters 
broke’ – You have been warned.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema
Bunessan  Sat 14 October 
Craignure  Sunday 15 October
Tobermory  Mon 16 - Wed 18 October

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 
30 mins before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. 
Concessions £5.50.

Natural Light: Portaits by Angela Catlin: prior to 
screenings of Dunkirk and Victoria & Abdul we will show 
a free photo presentation, produced in collaboration with 
Street Level Photoworks Glasgow and exclusive to Screen 
Machine. Angela Catlin’s photos of Scottish writers spans 
30 years and includes Liz Lochhead, Irvine Welsh and Kirsty 
Logan. The presentation is 5 minutes long. Please arrive 
promptly to be sure of catching it.

Captain Underpants (U) 88 mins
14/10 at 5.30pm, 15/10 at 5.30pm, 16/10 at 5.30pm
Dunkirk (12A) 106 mins
14/10 at 8.30pm, 17/10 at 8.30pm
Victoria & Abdul (12A) 115 mins
15/10 at 8.30pm, 16/10 at 8.30pm, 17/10 at 5.30pm
Cars 3 (U) 109 mins
18/10 at 5.30pm
Moon Dogs (15) 93 mins 
18/10 at 8.30pm 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



FARMING NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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DALMALLY – United 
Auctions held a special sale of 
all classes of lambs and heep 
at Dalmally Auction Mart on 
Friday October 6 when they had 
3,208 forward. All classes sold 
in keeping with current market 
levels.
Principal lots and prices:
Lambs:
Suffolk cross: Kiloran Farms 
£54.50; Boorach Beg £48
Texel cross: Stonefield Farms 
£68.50; Tiretigan Farm £59.50; 
Stonefield Farms £50.50
Cheviot cross: Kiloran Farms 
£62; Kingairloch Estate £59.50 
and £50
Crosses: Garoggie Estate £50; 
Evanachan £47 
Mule: Kiloran Farms £54; 
Achalic Farm £52
Blackface: Brenachoille 
£46; Achnaba £42; Garrogie 
Estate £41; Dunans £41; 
Tom-a- Bhioran and Turnault 
£40; Achalic £39.50; Raera £39; 
Blarachouriunn £38
Cast rams:
Dunshaltaig, Colonsay £68; 
Kiloran Farms £45
Gimmers:

Knock-Dhu £58 (BF); Cour 
Grazings £52 (BF)
Wedders: Machrinns Farm £35
Ewes: Barndromin £62; 
Cour Grazings £58 and £52; 
Lephinkill £51; Barndromin 
£45; Drimnin Estate £44; High 
Balantyre and Balnahard £43; 
Cour Grazings £42; Machrinns 
£39.

FORT WILLIAM – Dingwall 
& Highland Marts on Thursday 
October 5 sold 1,783 store 
sheep of all classes.
Lambs (1,021) sold to £54 gross 
for a pair of Texel crosses from 
East Croft Roy, Newtonmore.
Ewes (695) sold to £60 gross for 
a pen of Charollais crosses from 
63 Ormiscaigbeag, Kilchoan.
Feeding sheep (67) sold to £76 
gross for a pen of Charollais 
cross gimmers from 63 
Ormiscaigbeag.
Other leading prices per head:
Store lambs: SuffX – East Croft 
Roy, £53; Cross – Insh Farm, 
Spean Bridge, £50,
Fachiemard, Invergarry &amp; 
Insh Farm, £47.50, Ockle, 
Achteny, £47; Mule – Glendoe 

Estate, Fort Augustus, £48; 
BF – Craigbuie, Balgowan, £48, 
Insh Farm, £46, East Croft Roy, 
£38.50;
Chev – Croft No. 8, Balmacra, 
£45.50, Kilmory, Achteny & 
Sanna, Kilchoan, £44.
Ewes: BF – Ardtornish Farms, 
Oban, £36; Chev – Bal-
maglaster, Spean Bridge, £35.

Feeding sheep: Chev gimmer 
– Kilmory, £70; Cross wedder – 
East Croft Roy, £55.50; BF
gimmer – Ardtornish Farms, 
£53.

STORNOWAY – Dingwall & 
Highland on Tuesday October 
3 sold 128 weaned calves and 
store cattle, seven breeding 
cattle and 14 OTM cattle at 
their annual show and sale.
Prior to the sale the judge 
Mr B Duffton awarded the 
following: Overall champion 
and first prize bullock Mr A 
Macleod, 16 Upper Barvas, 
274kg, £660. Reserve champion 
and second prize bullock Mr C 
D Macmillan, Lower Barvas, 
349kg, £820.
First prize heifer Mr A 
Maclean, 100 Cross Skigersta 
Road, 287kg, £600. Second 
prize heifer Mr A Maclean, 100 

Cross Skigersta Road, 283kg, 
£620.
Weaned bullocks (69) averaged 
207.5p and sold to 248.7p for a 
193kg Limousin cross from
11 Garyvard, Lochs and £830 
gross for a 343kg Charolais 
cross from 100 Cross Skigersta 
Road.
Weaned heifers (48) averaged 
194.0p and sold to 304.1p for 
a 171kg Beef Shorthorn from 
7/8 Northton, Isle of Harris 
and £690 gross (twice) for a 
322kg Limousin cross from 
Cloverdale, 25 Lower Barvas 
and also for a 343kg Aberdeen 
Angus cross from 13 Cross 
Skigersta Road, Ness.
Store bullocks (8) averaged 
175.6p and sold to 202.7p for a 
439kg Charolais cross from 100 
Cross Skigersta Road and £920 
gross for a 483kg Charolais 
cross also from 100 Cross 
Skigersta Road.
Store heifers (3) averaged 
112.4p and sold to 171.9p 
and £660 gross for a 384kg 
Charolais cross from 50 North 
Tolsta, Isle of Lewis.
Breeding cattle (7) sold to 
£930 for an Aberdeen Angus 
cross cow in calf due March 
to a Simmental Bull from 21 
Ballantruhal, Isle of Lewis.
OTM cattle (14 sold to £1,080 
for a 725kg Charolais cross cow 
from 100 Cross Skigersta Road.
Weaned bullocks up to 200kg 
– 11 Garyvard, £480, 13 Cross 
Skigersta Road, 203.1p;
201-250kg – Atlantic View, 
Bunavoneader, £560, 242.7p; 
251-300kg – Stenishal, 7 Park
Barvas, £730, 245p; 301-
350kg – Cloverdale, £820, 100 

Cross Skigersta Road, 242p; 
351-400kg – 13 Cross Skigersta 
Road, £620, 173.2p.
Weaned heifers up to 
200kg – 7/8 Northton, £520, 31 
Northon, Isle of Harris, 260p; 
201-
250kg – 13 Cross Skigersta 
Road, £505, 23 Laxay, Lochs, 
239.2p; 251-300kg – Atlantic 
View, £640, 9 Upper Barvas, 
229.3p; 301-350kg – 13 Cross 
Skigersta Road, £690,
Cloverdale, 216.8p.
Store bullocks 401-450kg – 100 
Cross Skigersta Road, £890, 
182.7p; 451-500kg – 50
North Tolsta, £850, 100 Cross 
Skigersta Road, 190.5p; 
501-550kg – 2 Meavaig, North
Harris, £760, 147.3p.
Store heifers – 7/8 Northton, 
£320.
Breeding cattle – 7 Ballant-
rushal, Isle of Lewis, (BGX), 
£880, 7 Ballantrushal, (BSH), 
£800, 21 Ballantrushal, (AAX), 
£700.
Other prices per head –
OTM cattle: 1 Gress, 
Stornoway, (LimX), £1,060, 
42 South Bragar, Isle of Lewis, 
(AAX),
£1,000, 1B Urgha, Isle of 
Harris, (BSH), £960.
Other leading prices per kg –
OTM cattle: 1B Urgha, (BSH), 
134.6p, 4 Urgha, (LimX), 
131.6p, 42 South Bragar, 
(AAX),
129.5p, 12 Lionel, Port of Ness, 
128p.

OBAN – United Auctions held 
the annual October show and 
sale of spring-born suckled 
calves at Oban Livestock 

Centre when they were 
favoured with an entry of 849 
head.
A good selection of predom-
inantly hill-reared calves was 
presented to a large following 
of buyers, many making 
their first visit to the centre.
Pre-sale judge was Tom 
Cochrane, East Balscalloch, 
Stranraer, who made
the following awards.
Bullock calf: 1st and reserve 
overall: D MacDonald, Tyree: 
Limousin – 354kilos £970 to 
F Connoly, Fife; 2nd A MacGil-
livray, Achuran: Limousin 
– 396kilos £1010 to F Connoly; 
3rd D MacCormick, Baligarve: 
Limousin – 444kilos £990 to D 
Low, Pittenkerrie.
Heifer calf: 1st and overall 
champion: D MacDonald, 
Tyree: BRB Cross – 418kilos 
£1200 to R Nelson, Cuttlehill 
Farm; 2nd M/s Campbell, 
Achnacreebeg: Limousin – 
370kilos £930 to T Cochrane; 
3rd M/s Campbell, Strongorm: 
Limousin – 286kilos £790 to 
Angle Park Fmg. Co., Cupar.
Overall, the bullocks averaged 
£674.37 per head or 263.1 
pence per kilo whilst the heifers 
levelled out at £563.90 per head 
or 232.8 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus Cross: Pol-
talloch - £880(2), £875(8), 
£850(10), £795(7), £755(11); 
Ardachy - £850
BRB Cross: Tyree - £935 & 
££855
Charolais Cross: Shenavallie - 
£780 & £760
Hereford Cross: Clachan, Tiree 

- £1010, £930(2) & £890(2)
Limousin Cross: Achuran 
- £1010; Baligarve - £990; 
Tyree, North Ardnacalch(2), 
Achnaba(4) & Ardachy - 
£970; Culbhuirg - £960(2); 
Achnaba - £945(2); Annat & 
Baligarve - £940; Culbhuirg - 
£920(6); Ardachy - £910(2)
Luing: Clacahn Farms - 
£805(6); Ardlarach - £770(10), 
£700(8)
Simmental Cross: Laggan 
Farms - £975; Ardlarach 
- £820(2); Dunach Estate - 
£805(5)
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus Cross: Ar-
dachy - £860 & £780
BRB Cross: Tyree - £1200
Charolais Cross: Shenavallie 
- £675
Limousin Cross: Achnacree-
beag - £960 & £930; Achnaba 
- £840 & £810(2); Ardachy(3) 
& Strongorm - £790; Culbhuirg 
& Achuran - £780; Achnacree-
beag - £770; North Ardnaclach 
- £760; Achnaba - £750
Simmental Cross: Keil Farm - 
£800 & £730
Leading prices (pence per kilo)
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus Cross; 
Poltalloch – 373.3(11), 
329.9(7), 311.4(8); Kilbride 
(Anderson) – 302.3(6), 299.0, 
278.0(2); Poltalloch – 276.7(10) 
& 250.7(2)
BSH: Achnacloich – 228.3
BRB Cross: Shenavallie – 301.0 
& 290.1; Tyree – 267.1 & 257.5
Blonde Cross: Shenavallie – 
335.2 & 287.9
Charolais Cross: Shenavallie – 
286.4 & 263.9
Limousin Cross: Scoor – 

362.7(3); Strongorm – 357.1(2); 
Calachally – 353.3(2); Aird – 
348.9(4); Strongorm – 340.3(4); 
Kengharair – 330.5; Strongorm 
– 326.9(2) & 324(2); Pennygown 
– 323.2(3); Muckairn - 320.1(2); 
Poltalloch – 319.5(5); Scoor – 
315.9(6); Strongorm – 313.3(6); 
Aird – 305.3; Poltalloch – 
304.1(2); Calachally – 302.5(2) 
& 301.4(4)
Luing: Knock – 277.6(13); 
Ardlarach - 271.9(10), 
259.3(11), 254.6(8) & 252.7(8); 
Clachan Farms – 265.6(3) 
& 256.2(5)
Simmental Cross: Kil-
bride(Craig) – 328; Strongorm 
– 320.7(4); Kilbride(Anderson) 
– 316.8(8); Kilbride(Craig) 
– 302.0(6); Ballymeanach – 
300.0(4)
Heifers
BRB Cross: Tyree – 287.1; 
Shenavallie – 271.8
Blonde Cross: Shenavallie – 
253.0(5)
Charolais Cross: Shenavallie 
– 241.4(2)
Limousin Cross: Calachally 
– 298.7(2); Strongorm & 
Calachally – 276.2; Stron-
gorm – 271.4(2) & 268.1(5); 
Poltalloch – 267.1(5); Achuran 
– 267.1; Strongorm – 266.3(4); 
Lochbuie – 265.3(2); Muckairn 
– 263.8(2); Aird –
263.5(2); Lochbuie – 259.7(7); 
Pennygown – 258.1(3); 
Ardtur – 254.7(3); Stroneskar – 
253.3; Achnacreebeag – 251.4; 
Kengharair – 250.0(2)
Simmental Cross: Kil-
bride(Anderson) – 289.5(4), 
265.4(2) & 241.4; Strongorm 
– 239.5(3); Kilbride(Craig) – 
238.3(2).

Around the markets

Champion calf at the sale Oban was a Belgian Blue 
Limoussin cross from Douglas MacDonald Tyree, 

Benderloch, selling for £1,200.  Photograph: Kevin McGlynn 

Mixed emotions at Highland Cattle Show
IT WAS a weekend of mixed emo-
tions at the Highland Cattle Society’s 
120th annual autumn show and sale 
at Oban Livestock Centre.

Members were excited to have 
newly-appointed United Auctions 
selling the cattle on Monday and 
they celebrated the 120th event in 
true style with enthusiasm and good 
‘craik’. They also raised their glasses 
with fond memories to absent friends 
Angus MacColl and Jim McConachie.

During the dinner and trophy 
presentation on Sunday evening a 
shepherd’s crook made of Highland 
horn donated by Archie Cameron 

was auctioned by Raymond Kennedy 
and raised £1,300, donated to the 
Beatson Cancer Centre along with 
the proceeds of Lot 5 Una Bhuidhe 
10th of Muingairigh, who sold to 
Graeme Keep of the Chedley fold for 
2,000 guineas on Monday.

Judge Matt Auld of the Pollok fold 
found his overall champion in Kirsty 
11th of Craigowmill from Ken and 
Eva Brown. Kirsty won the three-
year-old heifer section winning the 
Bell Ingram Quaich before going on 
to lift the Invernairn Cup.

The herd person bringing out the 
overall champion winning the K W 
Walker Memorial Quaich was Ken 
Brown’s stockman David Burt. This 
heifer was sold to the Balnabroich 

fold of Michael and Sally Nairn for 
3,600 guineas.

The reserve overall champion was 
awarded to the best two-year-old 
heifer, Sguillin 4th of Mottistone 
from the home of Michael Poland. 
Michael and his stockman Willie 
MacLean lifted the newly-donated 
Dooris Family Rose Bowl and also 
took home the George Bruce Me-
morial Trophy. The newly-formed 
Witches Craig fold of Veda Dewar 
and Kenneth Wood topped the sale 
by purchasing this heifer for 4,000 
guineas.

The reserve best three-year-old 
heifer went to Highland Cattle Society 
vice-president Gordon McConachie 
from the firm of J & M McConachie 

& Son with Nessia 4th of Culfoich. The 
red heifer was purchased by Paul Har-
ris for 2,800 guineas for his Harris fold. 
Standing in reserve in the two-year-old 
section was Hazel 17th of Knockendon 
from Ronald and Frances Fergie.

Gordon McConachie lifted his 
second title of the day in the yearling 
heifer class with Carlin 4th of Culfoich 
taking the Best Yearling Heifer title 
and winning the Braes of Greenock 
Challenge Bowl. The red yearling 
heads back to Aberdeenshire to the 
home of J & L Fraser & Son for 1,200 
guineas. The reserve title went to R & 
S Strachan from the Isle of Mull with 
Netta Dhubh of Cailaich, a black heifer 
brought out by Shirley Strachan.

The Myrecairnie Perpetual Trophy 

was won by Dexter Logan of Blairlogan 
Highlanders with the white heifer calf 
Katie Morag 13th of Blairlogan, ably 
brought out by Carolyn Ross. Lord 
Denham of the Dunach Fold stood 
reserve with Nighean Ruadh 2nd of 
Dunach, a red heifer brought out by 
John, Wilma, Ruari, Murn and Kate 
Cameron.

The Thaggnam Cup for the best cow 
was awarded to Emma and Simon 
Haley of the Seam fold with Diorbhail 
of West Edmondsley who was bred by 
L & L Braines and brought out by son 
Mark Braines. Donald MacNaughton 
stood reserve with Malda 4th of 
Knockendon, a yellow, six-year-old cow 
bred by Ronald and Frances Fergie.

The Oban Times Young Handlers’ 

Trophy was hotly contested. Twelve 
young people were split into two 
classes, the senior class aged 14 to 
18 and the junior class aged 13 and 
under. The winners of each section 
went head-to-head for the overall 
title. Winning the senior section was 
16-year-old Asha Nelson of the Glen-
gorm fold and standing top of the 
junior section was Logan Ross, who 
was assisting Blairlogan Highlanders. 
Matt Auld crowned Logan Ross as 
the overall young handler champion 
and the prizes were presented by 
Angus MacColl’s mother Jeannie 
MacColl.

� For full results, go to www.oban-
times.co.uk

The in-calf heifer which was owned by the late Angus MacColl 
from Mull. Angus died recently from cancer. The heifer Una 
Buidhe of Miungairigh sold for 2,000gns, with the proceeds 

going to the Beatson in Glasgow. Angus’s wife Pamela is pictured 
holding the heifer. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Top price was Sguillin 4th of Mottistone 
owned by Michael Poland and shown 
by stockman Willie Maclean sold for 

4,000gns. Picture: Kevin McGlynn

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

10:30am Wednesday 25th October 2017 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com
For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

All Items Subject to Arrival

Council, Contractors 
& Utilities Auction

25th
Wednesday

October 2017

Over 200 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery 
HGVs, Vans, Trailers, Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors 

Tools & Equipment etc.

GRAZINGS
Grazing required 

for sheep till 
Spring

Any ground 
considered

Tel: 01852 500276 
evenings

Soil, MucK and Money
Targeting Resources for Maximum Return

Thursday 26th October, Oban
A practical day looking at soil management and how to best 
utilise inputs for increased profi tability, to produce optimum 

yields and return on investment. 
Come along and get your soil and input questions answered. 

Bring your own soil for analysis at a hands on session. 
Speakers:

Charlie Morgan, GrassMaster and Liz Stockdale, NIAB.
Free of charge to farmers and land managers

and £40 + VAT to others.
Booking is required.

Call Jane on 0131 666 2474 
or email jdingwall@soilassociation.org

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Iona Keys, 13, from Kerrera came third in the junior young handlers’ section.
15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_10

Kate Cameron, 10, from Dunach, gives her calf Nighean Ruadh 2nd of Dunach 
a kiss as she won best in class and reserve heifer calf. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Team Dunach have some fun with their Highland calves taking sel� es: murn 
Cameron, Kate Cameron, Erin Cameron and Luke Mulligan. Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Emily Armstrong, 12, of Tiree came second in the junior young handlers’ 
section. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_09

Kerry Macgillivray, 16, of Pennygown Farm, Mull, was fourth in the senior 
young handlers’ section, presented by Jeannie MacColl. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_07

Isla Robertson, 16, of Glengorm, Mull, took � fth in the senior young 
handlers’ section, presented by Jeannie MacColl. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_06

Asha Nelson, a protege of the late Angus MacColl, was � rst in the senior young 
handlers, presented by Angus’ mum Jeannie MacColl. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_05

Carolyn Ross of Blairlogan Highlanders and the champion heifer calf, Katie 
Morag 13th of Blairlogan. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_01

Logan Ross, 12, from Dumfries, picked up a � rst in the junior young handlers’ 
section, presented by Jeannie MacColl. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_08

Erin Cameron and the reserve champion heifer calf Nighean Ruadh 2nd of 
Dunach Estate. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_02

The reserve champion cow-senior heifer, Malda 4th of Knockendon, with 
stockman Donald MacNaughton, left. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_04

John Roberts, right, presents the champion cow-senior heifer prize to 
Diorbhail of West Edmondsley. 15_T41_Highland Cattle Show_03

Success for 
fi rst Women in 
Agriculture
MORE than 50 delegates attended the 
inaugural Women in Agriculture event in 
Argyll and the Islands, held in Lochgilp-
head last Wednesday, October 4.

Attendees from Argyll, Arran, Islay, 
Bute and Mull heard from guest speaker 
Joyce Campbell, a Sutherland sheep 
farmer, winner of the inaugural AgriScot 
Scottish Sheep Farm of the Year Award 
in 2015 and currently joint chairwoman 
of the Scottish Government Women in 
Agriculture Task Force. The conference 
was chaired by Sarah Allison, vice-chair-
woman of the NFUS New Generation 
Group and previously chairwoman of the 
Scottish Association of Young Farmers’ 
Clubs’ Agri and Rural Affairs Commit-
tee. Sarah also sits on the newly-created 
National Council of Rural Advisers.

A series of workshops covered farm 
diversification, funding opportunities 
through Business Gateway and LEAD-
ER, rural leadership, brand marketing 
and building on the role of women in 
NFU Scotland.

The delegates came from a wide range 
of agricultural and rural businesses and 
plans are being made for further events, 
possibly held on weekends to encourage 
attendance.More than 50 delegates attended the � rst Women in Agriculture event.

PORTREE – Dingwall and Highland Marts 
Ltd on October 9 sold 100 weaned calves and 
store cattle, 14 breeding cattle and 36 OTM 
cattle.
Bullocks (53) averaged 210.5p and sold to 
255.6p per kg for a 180kg Simmental cross 
from 2 Brogaig, Portree, and £800 gross for a 
350kg Limousin cross from 2 Sartle, Portree.
Heifers (47) averaged 195.5p and sold to 
242.6p per kg for a pair of 235kg Aberdeen 
Angus crosses from 4 Bay, Waternish and 
£920 for a 490kg Charolais cross from 15 
Glenconon, Uig.
Breeding cattle (14) sold to £1100 for a 
Charolais cross in calf from 10/11 Borve, 
Skeabost.
OTM cattle (36) sold to £900 for a 830kg 
Simmental cross cow from South Cuidreach, 
Portree.
Other leading prices per head and per kg:
Bullocks up to 200kg – 2 Brogaig, Portree, 
£460, 255.6p 201-250kg – 4 Bay, Waternish 
& 7 Earlish, £600, 240.0p 251-300kg – 2 
Hamaraviren, Glendale, £650, 236.4p, 301-
350kg – 3 Glenbernisdale, Skeabost, £740, 
211.4p 351-400kg - 4 Treaslane, Skeabost, 
£740, 197.3p 401-450kg – 4 Treaslane, 
Skeabost, £740, 180.5p.
Heifers up to 200kg – 1 & 2 Conon, Uig, 
£450, 3 East Suisinish, Isle of Raasay, 235.3p; 
201-250kg – 4 Bay, Waternish, £570, 2 Sartle, 
Portree, 185.4p 251-300kg – 2 Hamaraviren, 
Glendale, £600, 218.2p; 301-350kg – 2 
Sartle, Portree, £590, 190.3p; 351-400kg – 4 
Glenconon, Uig, £790, 207.9p; 401-450kg – 2 
Tote, Skeabost, £860, 195.5p; 451-500kg – 5/6 
Sheader, Uig, £890, 189.4p.
Other leading prices per head:
In calf cows: CharX – 10/11 Borve, Skeabost, 
£1000.
Cow with calf at foot – LimX, 3 Marrishad-
der, £1020.
Other leading prices per head:
OTM cows: Leabost, Glenhinnisdale, 
(AAX), £860, 2 Dunans, Flodigarry, (SimX), 
£840, 8 Brogaig, Portree,
(LimX), £820.
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contact-
ed beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try 
before they buy. 

Participants can walk three 
times with the club before join-
ing. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on    info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Thursday October 12
A’Bhuidheanach Bheag and 
Carn na Caim, Drumochter

A high-level route on the 

boundary of the Cairngorms 
National Park, with access mainly 
on tracks.

Start from the lay-by S of the 
snow gates on the E side of the 
A9, NN639823. Follow the A9 S 
for 200m and turn E on to a track. 
Climb SE up the track to a junc-
tion just before a summit, 902m.

Take the right fork and head 
S on the track which by passes 
the summit of A’ Bhuidheanach, 
879m, to reach a WP at NN658 
788 at the end of the track. 
Alternatively, head directly over 
this summit to reach the same 
WP. Climb the slope S on a faint 
path to the summit of A’Bhuid-
heanach Bheag, 936m. Retrace 

steps to the junction at the 902m 
summit. Take the right fork and 
follow the track NNE, over a sum-
mit at 914m, to its end at another 
summit, 914m, NN668816. Turn 
NE and head for the summit of 
Carn na Caim, 941m. Head di-
rectly W from the summit, down 
steep slopes, across the Allt Coire 
Uilleum, back to the A9. Alterna-
tively retrace steps to rejoin the 
track back to the junction and 
descend NW to the A9. 

Grade: M+; Distance: 18km; 
Height to climb: 803m; Map(s): 
LR42, EX394. Meet at Fort 
William Woollen Mill at 8.50am. 
Start of walk at 10am. Leader: 
Alex Macleod 07808 924722.

Saturday October 14
Salachan Glen to Glen Stock-
dale, Appin.

A pleasant cross-country walk 
through glens, forest and natural 
woodland.

Park at the forest track entrance 
o�  the A828 southwest of Dal-
natrat, NM967530. Follow the 
track in to Salachan Glen for about 
1½Km, take the right fork and 
climb to a sharp left bend and a 
junction. 

Take the right fork and continue 
SW up the new track, along the 
edge of a clear-felled forest area. A 
gate leads out of the forested area 
to a junction. 

A short detour may be taken 

up to the dam holding back the 
waters of Lochan Blar nan Lochan. 
Returning to the junction, follow 
the track uphill a short distance 
to its end on the watershed at 
NM969503. 

Continue SW down Glen 
Stockdale following an ATV track, 
which eventually merges with the 
footpathLR marked on the map. 
The path becomes a pleasant 
track through the trees down to 
Kinlochlaich Farm and the main 
road at NM 936466. 

Turn left along the A828 a short 
distance, over the bridge and take 
the cycle track to the CP opposite 
Appin Village Hall, NM938459

Grade: L; Distance: 12km; 

Height to climb: 275m; Map(s): 
LR49, EX376. Meet at Longsdale 
car park, Oban, 8.45am or North 
Ballachulish school at 9.15am. 
Start of walk at 9.30am. Leader: 
Diane Bettess 07795 934177.
NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club.

If anyone would like to go out 
on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquir-
ies@nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday October 15
Meall Corranaich, Meall 
a’Coire Leith

Two Munros on the westward 
end of the Ben Lawers ridge. The 

start at almost 550m makes this 
a short round but the terrain is 
rough. Park at NN593416 (near 
large cairn) or at car park further 
on. Take path NE for about 0.5km 
then turn SE following a line 
of fence posts to reach the SW 
ridge of Meall Corranaich.

Follow this to the summit. Head 
north from the summit over a 
second minor summit and head 
NNE to the bealach and on to 
Meall a Choire Leith. Descend SW 
back to the cars. 

Distance: 21–23km; height to 
climb: 1200–1400m.

Suggested by Anne Scoular 
and John Burton; coordinated by 
Chris Tracey.

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 

featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...

are lots of different schemes out there. So if 
any company wants to set up a scheme they can 
contact us and we will help them.’

Oban Cycles offers bikes on all sides of the 
spectrum – from £200 to £3,500. They currently 
stock a wide range of bikes, such as Genesis, 

Specialised, Cannondale, Giant and Ridgeback. 
To find out more, visit www.cyclescheme.co.uk, 
or pop in to Oban Cycles on George Street.

Cycle-to-work 
scheme brings
multiple bene� ts
OBAN Cycles is encouraging employers to sign 
up to a cycle-to-work scheme to help alleviate 
the town’s congestion problem.

Mark Cardwell and Christina Turtle, who took 
over the shop two years ago, say companies 
could benefit both financially and from having 
healthier and more ‘upbeat’ employees.

Speaking about the scheme, Mark said: ‘It’s 
there to incentivise people to get on bikes and 
cycle to work. They do that by offering tax 
savings on bikes. The employer gets to save 
between 30-40 per cent and pay for the bike over 
12 months.’

The couple say they will help any interested 
businesses sign up to the scheme.

‘People can have a £1,000 bike now,’ Mark 
added. ‘The more we get people on bikes, the 
less congested it will be.

‘There’s no need to use a car through the town 
– you would be quicker on a bike.

‘We do electric bikes as well, which means 
everyone can cycle around town – even up the 
hills.

‘If you can get more people on bikes, it will 
reduce congestion and they will be healthier, 
which benefits the employer.

‘I have seen how much pleasure it can bring 
people. They come in with a really upbeat attitude.’

Christina said: ‘I think it’s a fantastic scheme. 
My first road bike was bought through the 
scheme and it made it affordable for me. There 

Mark and Christina of Oban Cycles. 17_t41obancycles01

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll beaver numbers increase
A LICENCE has been granted 
to allow an increase in the num-
ber of beavers in Argyll.

The Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and the Royal Zoological So-
ciety of Scotland (RZSS), the 
lead partners of the successful 
Scottish Beaver Trial, have 
been granted a species licence 
to reinforce the population of 
Eurasian beavers in Knapdale 
Forest.

Up to 28 beavers will be 
released into lochans on land 
managed by Forest Enterprise 
Scotland at Knapdale over 
the next three years. The idea 
behind the project is to give the 
small Knapdale beaver popula-
tion the best possible chance of 
thriving in the long-term and to 
increase the genetic diversity of 
the population.

The beavers will be sourced 
from a variety of locations. 
All beavers will be screened to 

ensure that they are healthy and 
free from disease before their 
release into the wild.

The reinforcement will be 
carried out by Scottish Beavers, 
a new partnership between the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust and 
RZSS created to continue the 
work of the Scottish Beaver Tri-
al, under licence from Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Sarah Robinson, head of 
conservation programmes and 
science for RZSS, said: ‘We are 
delighted that Scottish Natural 
Heritage has granted us a li-
cence to continue the important 
work that we started with the 
Scottish Beaver Trial.

‘A deliberately small number 
of Norwegian beavers were in-
troduced to Knapdale in 2009 to 
ensure we were able to monitor 
their progress at close quarters. 
These beavers were limited in 
both genetic range and overall 
number, and without urgent 
action the population is at risk 
of further decline.

‘Now that it has been decided 
that they can stay, we have a 
duty to reinforce the population 
and ensure that they have a 
chance to make their homes in 
the wider area. 

‘By introducing beavers from 
a range of sources, we aim to 
increase their genetic diversity 
and give them the best possible 
chance of thriving in the long-
term.’

Susan Davies, director of 
conservation at the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust, said: ‘Reinforc-
ing the population at Knapdale 
is an exciting step forward for 
the future of beavers in Scot-
land. We’re thankful to Forest 
Enterprise Scotland for hosting 
the Scottish Beaver Trial, and 
for their continued assistance 
with monitoring the population 
in mid-Argyll.

‘Beavers are natural engineers 
with a unique ability to create 

new wetland habitats. They 
can benefit wildlife, including 
otters, water voles and dragon-
flies, and long-term research 
in Tayside has shown how their 
presence has revitalised previ-
ously drained land by doubling 
the range of plant species.

‘The ponds and pools created 
behind beaver dams can also 
help improve water quality and 
regulate flooding, and their 
return to Scotland has great 
potential to boost our growing 
wildlife tourism industry.’

Beavers were first introduced 
to Knapdale Forest in April 
2009 through the Scottish 
Beaver Trial. In November 
2016, the Scottish Government 
announced that beavers were 
allowed to remain and naturally 
expand from Knapdale and 
Tayside. This marked the first 
successful reintroduction of any 
wild mammal to the UK.

Ellis 
Brigham: 
truth about 
waterproof
THERE’S no such thing as 
waterproof.

I was taught this by a Scottish 
mountain guide. As much as 
I wish it wasn’t true, it is.

Waterproofing clothing is 
tricky. If you make a jacket out 
of plastic, it will  not be breath-
able. If it is not breathable, then 
the sweat you generate on the 
inside of the clothing condenses 
and you get wet anyway.

The way that most modern 
waterproof garments are made 
is with a very thin membrane of 
PTFE (polytetrafluoroethylene 
– no, I can’t pronounce it either).

This is a material which allows 
water vapour to pass through 
freely but will only allow liquid 
water through under extreme 
pressure. This pressure is 
measured as if you got a piece of 
vertical drainpipe with the mem-
brane covering the bottom and 
poured water in the top until it 
started to force its way through.

As a general rule, anything less 
than 10,000mm is not suitable 
for mountain use.

If you use Gore-Tex, depend-
ing on which type, it can be 
rated at 28,000mm meaning 
that there’s 28 metres of water 
before it forces its way through. 
This seems unnecessary but 
when all-day rain is considered 
and a heavy rucksack is worn or 
you sit against something, those 
pressures can be created.

Other technologies are avail-
able and suit different uses. 
Ultimately, the best thing I can 
say, is find out what works for 
you, ask staff in store to explain 
your options ... or just don’t go 
out when the weather is bad.

City hawks 
prevail
SCIENTISTS have found that 
city sparrowhawks in Scotland 
are more successful than their 
country cousins, in a first of its 
kind study on these raptors.

Researchers from RSPB 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Raptor Study Group examined 
differences between populations 
of the birds in Edinburgh and in 
the Ayrshire countryside over 
four years from 2009 to 2012.

Andult beaver at Knapdale. Picture Steve Gardner
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www.west-property.co.uk
Oban 01631 569 466  ·  Fort William 01397 747123

See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

ROWAN HOUSE, NORTH CONNEL, OBAN 

£480,000

FOR SALE

• Spacious Detached House

• 5 bedrooms/4 Bathrooms

• Stunning views of Loch Etive

• Large private Garden

• Highly sought after area

• EPC Rating - E (47)

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

WHY SELLING IN AUTUMN 
CAN BE A GREAT IDEA PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

Many people are cautious when it 
comes to the idea of selling their 
home during the winter.
This could be for a number of 
reasons, including a lack of time 
to spend contacting estate agents 
in what is a busy and stressful time 
or because they think there will be a 
lack of interest. 
However, house prices are subject 
to supply and demand, so there are 
good reasons why it is actually a 
good time to market your property.
These days, most potential buyers 
fi rst view properties online. With 
a majority of people starting their 
property search online, the levels of 
website traffi c experienced during 
the winter is a good indication 

of the numbers of people house 
hunting. Statistics show that there 
is an overall 20 per cent increase in 
people looking for their ideal home 
between Christmas Eve and the 
New Year, with Boxing Day being 
the peak day reaching a 21 per cent 
increase in visits to Rightmove.
And January has also become 
a busy month. Rightmove had a 
record 21 million more visits to its 
website in January 2016 than the 
same period in the year before, 
reaching 127 million views overall.
Also, there are fewer rival properties 
to compete with. The total number 
of properties for sale during this 
period are lower which is good 
for your market exposure. Fewer 
listings mean more buyers are 
seeing your home. 
Added to that, property sales are 
becoming less and less seasonal. 
So, if the buyer has to move for 
whatever reason then many will 
need to buy regardless of the time 
of year.
If you want to discuss listing your 
property, then call our sales team 
today to see if now could be the 
perfect time to put your property on 
the market.

ALBANY APARTMENTS, OBAN

PCM £540
Ground Floor, 2 bedroom flat in Oban Town Centre. The 
property is unfurnished and comprises 2 double bedrooms 
(with integrated storage), family bathroom, lounge & 
kitchen. The flat is situated in a well managed develop-
ment close to Oban town centre with on street permit 
parking nearby. Deposit and full references required. 
Available now.

• Ground Floor Flat
• 2 bed/ 1 bath
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - D(63)
• LL Reg: 149580/

130/06310

GLENSPEAN PARK, ROY BRIDGE

PCM £875
Detached, fully furnished, three bedroom bungalow, in Roy 
Bridge, outside Fort William. Newly renovated to a very 
high standard with modern décor throughout. This beautiful 
detached house is located in Roy Bridge, just outside of Fort 
William. The accommodation comprises 3 en-suite bedrooms, 
lounge, dining area and fully fitted kitchen with utility room.
Deposit and full references required. Available now. 

• Detached Bungalow
• 3 En-suite Bedrooms
• Furnished
• Available for Long Let
• EPC Rating - D-62
• LL REG 531702/270/17051

APARTMENT 4, STEVENSON ST, OBAN

PCM £470
1 bed studio apartment in Oban town centre located just a 
few minutes walk to the main street and supermarket. The 
property has generously sized kitchen/living area, double 
bedroom and modern bathroom with shower. The property 
is unfurnished with built in hob and oven and fridge-freezer 
only. This apartment is available from the last week in 
October.

• First Floor Flat
• 1 bed/1 bath
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - B84
• LL Reg: 342259/130/31461

MULLACH NA CRAOBHAN, FORT WILLIAM

PCM £975
Stunning spacious 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom fully furnished 
detached house located on the outskirts of Fort William close to 
Onich. With uninterrupted views over the Corran narrows and ferry 
crossing. On entering the property you will find a large tastefully 
decorated hall, the lounge is accessed through a set of double 
doors, a large room with wood burner fire and large picture win-
dows allowing unobstructed views across the Corran narrows.

• Detached House
• 5 Bedroom/4 Bathroom
• Fully Furnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Band D (56)
• LL Registration: 

443395/270/0642

KINTORE, BENDERLOCH

OIRO £440,000
A modern 4 bedroom detached house in a popular residential 
area close to the village of Benderloch. Built in 2006, Kintore is 
a bright and spacious house enjoying a rural position and views 
across fields and hills to the North. A small porch leads to the 
main open plan lounge/dining area which overlooks the front 
lawn and enjoys plentiful natural light from the floor-to-ceiling 
windows and patio doors and for those chilly nights there is a 
wood-burning stove. Leading off from the main living space is 
the family kitchen with plentiful worktop space, built in kitchen 
units and a large cooker. 

• Spacious Detached House
• 4 bedrooms / 3 bathrooms
• Open plan lounge, kitchen and 

dining area
• Large garden
• Integrated double garage and 

private parking
• EPC Rating: C70

BRAESIDE HOUSE, TOBERMORY

OIRO £350,000
Braeside House is a spectacular two-storey property, unique in 
that it’s accommodation is elegantly arranged over four landings. 
On entering the property, there is a small entrance vestibule and 
the right is the handy utility room where you can find a large 
store cupboard and a WC. To the left, is the ground floor double 
bedroom and en-suite shower. All the bedrooms offer plentiful 
space for a double bed and storage, and the upstairs four 
bedrooms all feature en-suite bathrooms complete with showers 
over the bath. Continuing into the hallway, you will find the first 
staircase leading you up to the two double bedrooms. 

• Detached House
• 5 bedrooms/4 bathrooms/

1 shower room/ I WC
• Walk-in condition
• Fantastic holiday let or large 

family home
• EPC Rating - D66

BURNBANK HOUSE & COTTAGE, ISLE OF MULL

OIRO £350,000
A rare opportunity to purchase a large detached house 
and modern cottage the heart of Tobermory on the Isle of 
Mull. Burnbank House and Burnbank Cottage are centrally 
located on the historic Breadalbane Street in the pretty 
town of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull.  These properties 
offer a unique opportunity with a sizable family home with 
the addition of a manageable holiday let close by. Viewing 
is highly recommended to appreciate this property!

• Large Detached House
• 5 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/1 WC
• Separate Holiday Let Cottage
• Spectacular Sea Views
• Newly Upgraded Roof & 

Guttering
• EPC Rating: E43

ATLANTIC HOUSE, ISLE OF TIREE

OIEO £375,000
Renovated and extended by the current owner, 
Atlantic House an extended 1½ storey croft 
house situated on the stunning Isle of Tiree. 
The property is currently divided into two self-
contained holiday lets, one 3 bedroom and one 
2 bedroom and 1 bedroom detached granny flat.

• Extended 1 & ½ storey croft 
house with granny flat.

• 5 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Situated on the west coast of 

the beautiful Isle of Tiree
• Currently sub divided into 2 

self-contained holiday lets
• EPC Rating C - (73)

All reasonable offers considered
Tel: 07881696964, 01631 565377 after 6pm

1 Lorn Avenue, Dunollie, Oban
2 bedroom house 
end terrace back and 
front garden, Valued 
at £135.000. 
Quiet location.

Seven tips for keeping spiders out of your home
If you’ve recently moved into a 
new home, you’ll probably be 
asking your friends and family 
around for a housewarming party. 
But as we enter autumn, you may 
have noticed an increase in the 
number of eight-legged visitors 
who most certainly haven’t been 
invited. Despite the old adage, 
‘they are more scared of you’, 
this is cold comfort for those who 
are terrifi ed of arachnids.

For home owners who have 
noticed an increase in spiders 
emerging from their house’s 
nooks and crannies, NHBC, the 
UK’s leading new home warranty 
and insurance provider, have 
compiled some advice to help 
dissuade spiders from moving in.

1. Fill a spray bottle with a 
mixture of roughly half 
water and half white 
vinegar. Avoiding varnished 
surfaces, spray the mixture 
in corners and cracks. 
Alternatively, as strong 
smells are believed to 
deter spiders, try mixing 
natural oils like peppermint, 
lavender, rose oil, tea-tree 
and cinnamon into spray 
bottles and follow the same 
method.

2. Seal off your home by 
fi lling cracks and crevices 
around doors and windows 
which spiders could crawl 
through.

3. Do you still have cardboard 
boxes around from your 
move? If so, spiders like 

these, so where possible, 
empty and dispose of them. 
Try to use plastic boxes 
as an alternative storing 
solution.

4. Plant mint, lavender or 
both underneath or near 
windows as the strong 
smells will deter spiders.

5. Spiders also dislike citrus, 
so rub peel from lemons or 
limes along skirting boards 
and window sills. You can 
also try lemon-scented 
cleaners and furniture 
polish.

6. It has been said that 
spiders hate garlic, so 
place crushed cloves into a 
spray bottle fi lled with water 
and spritz in corners, fl oors 
and skirting boards.

7. Dust and vacuum regularly 
to get rid of webs and de-
clutter your house as much 
as possible to reduce the 
number of places a spider 
can hide.

Further advice for homeowners 
on property maintenance and 
other issues can be found on 
NHBC’s new homes website.

RICS pledge to raise £2.25m for LandAid to 
help end youth homelessness in 150th Year 

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS) has launched 
a campaign with property 
industry charity LandAid to 
raise more than £2 million in the 
biggest fundraising campaign to 
date for the charity. The funds 
will contribute to ending youth 
homelessness and will provide 
safe, secure and affordable bed 
spaces across all 12 UK regions.

As part of RICS’ 150th 
anniversary in 2018, the 
campaign, known as Pledge150, 
will see RICS partnering with 
LandAid to raise £2.25 million for 
the provision of 150 bed spaces 
by December 2018, for young 
people at risk of homelessness.

RICS plans to raise funds at 
a variety of its annual events 
and through staff and partner 
university initiatives. Those 
working in the land, property 
and construction sectors will be 
encouraged to join in with the 
challenge and think big, in terms 
of their fundraising activities 
and in helping to publicise the 
campaign.

Matthew Howell, RICS Regional 
Managing Director, UK and 
Ireland said: ‘As part of our 
milestone birthday next year, we 

want to raise awareness of the 
vital role that chartered surveyors 
and other built environment 
professionals can play in solving 
youth homelessness.

‘As part of this, we will be 
encouraging all those who work 
in the built environment sector 
to pledge their support for our 
campaign, and help us deliver 
secure accommodation for 
young homeless people. Youth 
homelessness is a problem that 
can be solved, and the property 
industry can, and should, lead 
the way in terms of helping to 
solve it in every way they can.’

You can donate by texting: 
RICS12 followed by £3, £5 or £10 
to 70070. 

For further details on how 
to donate visit https://
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
donatenownational
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Call  today on

 0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s
FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range 
Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 

Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 
Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, 
Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 

4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. 

Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, 

high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES       
CAR DEALERSHIPS        MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM
 TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

 01546 606301 / 0777 082 8875

 FIAT PUNTO, ‘ACTIVE SPORT’
1250 cc, ‘54 reg
elderly, good little
car which runs
well, 80k mls. Gd
tyres, renewed
exhaust, � tted 
towbar. MOT until
Feb18
£700 ono

Phone or txt me on 07712625335

MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN
double cab, very nice
truck in fantastic
condition inside and 
out,75500 miles,
service history, 
63plate, drives like
new, part exchange 
welcome, delivery 
can be arranged.
More pickups in stock

£9,595
Tel 01681 700530 (Isle of Mull)

SUBARU FORESTER 2.0XE
55Reg. 4WD. 
76 000 Miles. 
Leather interior. 
Sunroof. Service 
History. MOT. 
VGC

£3,300
Tel. 01499 500216

2008 (08) TRIGANO TRIBUTE 650 CAMPERVAN
Fiat Ducato diesel van 
(37 k miles) 6 speed, 
2 berth with central 
heating/air con, 4 
burner hob/oven, three 
way fridge/freezer, sink, 
hot/cold water, cassette 
toilet, wash hand basin, 
shower.

£20,000

Tel: 01583 421139 (evenings) 

SWB ESTATE CAR
IZUZU TROOPER DUTY

Good condition, good tyres, good runner, 
draw bar, set of new number plates for trailer, 

£500 spent on brakes and new alternator � tted, 
alloy body, 138,827 miles, 2.11.2001, silver,

10 months MOT, diesel.
£3,000 ono

stoddarts of oban
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500FM
4wd/2wd,new tyres, fully serviced and 

undersealed, 3 months full warranty
� nance and delivery arranged.

£2950 + vat

SPECIAL OFFER NEW PIONER 13’
� tted with new 
yamaha f6
mounted on new 
indespension 
coaster trailer
only
£4,800 i.v.
save £570

stoddarts of oban - john.stoddarts@btconnect.com
01631 564176/07799692072Tel. 01546 602231

JAGUAR 2.2 DIESEL SPORT ESTATE
06, Gold. 6 speed 
gearbox, MOT to
Feb 2018. Gd con 
econ for its size. 
Low mileage for the 
year at 121K. Part 
leather interior, 6 
CD multichanger.  
Towbar, Nice Aruba 
Jaguar wheels.£1,700 ono

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs / Bodywork / Terraclean

Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

NEW STOCK ARRIVING SOON

Nissan Juke (Acenta Premium DCI)
15  -  1.5 Diesel 5 door h/back   -  26,155 miles ........................................... £10,650
VW Tiguan Match Tdi Blue Motion Tech DSG
15  -  5 door  -  20,700 miles......................................................................... £17,595
Skoda Octavia SE Tdi
15 – 5 door h/back  - 34,299 miles ............................................................... £10,995
Renault Captur  (Dynamique Medianav Energy TCE S/S)
63 – 5 door h/back  -  9,272 miles .................................................................. £9,475
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door estate  -  22,995 miles ................................................................. £8,595
VX Astra Elite 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  13,000 miles ................................................................ £7,900
Nissan Micra Visia 
63 – 5 door hatchback – 20,781 miles............................................................ £5,300
Nissan Micra Acenta
64 – 5 door hatchback -  16,232 miles ........................................................... £6,500
VX Corsa 1.4 Sri
64 – 3 door hatchback – 44,000 miles............................................................ £5,895
Citroen C1VT
62  -  3 door h/back -  18,300 miles ................................................................ £3,595
Audi A4 S Line Quattro 
58  -  67,404 miles .......................................................................................... £7,750
Ford Fiesta Van 1.6 diesel
61  - 50,900 miles ........................................................................................... £3,495
CLEARANCE
Skoda Fabia
08  -  1.2 Petrol (5 door h/back)  MOT expires 26/06/18  ..........................£625
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DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP

THE AWARD WINNING 

FROM £28,495 OTR CASH PRICE

SUBARU FORESTER 2.0D XC

SUBARU DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION

£2 ,500*

6.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE

comparative purposes and may not re�ect real driving results.
Credit available subject to status. UK residents 18+. *Dealer deposit contributions only available with Subaru Personal Contract Purchase on the speci�c model stated. Excludes motability, �eet and Members A�nity Scheme sales. Not available in conjunction with any other o�ers. This credit o�er is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, . O�ers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 
O�er ends 31.12.17. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive commission or other bene�ts for introducing you to these lenders.†Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) 

driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicle shown is the Subaru Forester 2.0D XC, OTR price of £28,495.00 plus special paint �nish at £550. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and �rst registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print.

Subaru Forester

Safety Features
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Subaru Forester

Ride & Handling
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey
THE AWARD WINNING 

Subaru 

Safety Featur
Gold W

20172017 New Cw Cw

 Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch 

HELENSBURGH

Helensburgh Subaru
101-103 East Clyde Street Helensburgh G84 7PJ
Telephone: 01436 672779
Helensburgh-Subaru.co.uk

@HBurghSubaru /HelensburghSubaru

Lomond Motors Ltd is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you 
to them. *No ownership option. Based on T26S Startline Van 2.0TDI 102PS BMT (Eu6), at 36 month, 10,000 mile per annum Contract Hire 
agreement with an initial rental of £1,374.00. 6.0p per mile excess mileage charges apply and fair wear and tear charges may apply. Business 
users only. All Prices Exclude VAT. VAT payable at the prevailing rate. 18s+. Subject toa availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available for 
vehicles ordered by 02.01.2018 from participating Van Centres. Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with 
any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication [10.2017]. Freepost Volkswagen Commercial 
Vehicle Financial Services.

Like you, we’re always looking  
out for your drivers. 
The Transporter with advanced safety and comfort.

With enhanced car-like comfort, it includes automatic post-collision braking, driver  

alert system, BlueMotion technology, DAB radio and Bluetooth as standard.  

The Transporter panel van is available from £229 a month with £750 intitial rental 

contribution.* Now you can look after your drivers as well as the bottom line. 

This offer applies to business users only. All our Contract Hire packages come  

with instant access to Driverline, a dedicated contact number to help keep you  

on the road. 

For more information contact us or pop into our showroom.

The Transporter from £229  

a month. On contract hire.*

Volkswagen Van Centre 
Glasgow Darnley
901 Kennishead Road, Darnley, Glasgow. 
Telephone: 0141 302 4674.
Find us on your sat-nav using G53 7RA.
www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk/glasgow-west

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking landscapes and diverse architecture from around 
Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Kyles Medical Centre, Tighnabruaich

PRACTICE MANAGER VACANCY
Due to retirement, the partners are looking for a 
dynamic person to help lead our friendly, rural 
general practice team.  This unique role would 
best suit an enthusiastic person who welcomes 
challenges and has vision, willingness and 
drive to adapt to the constant changes within 
the NHS.
This is a full time position (approx 35 hours 
negotiable).  Salary is dependent on experience.
The post will commence in January 2018 with 
an initial training period of three months with 
our current practice manager.
The practice is busy.  The job is diverse and this 
role is pivotal within our forward thinking team.  
Is this you?

Send your CV and covering letter to: Ailie 
Moss, Practice Manager, Kyles Medical 

Centre, Tighnabruaich, PA21 2BE.   
e-mail: ailie.moss@nhs.net   

Informal enquiries are welcome.

Closing date for applications:  20/10/2017
Interviews will be held on:  07/11/2017

NORTH ARGYLL CARERS CENTRE LTD

North Argyll Carers Centre supports those who 
provide unpaid care to a family member of any 

age who needs help to manage a long term 
medical condition, illness or disability.  The 

organisation is seeking to recruit the following 
team members:

Young Carers Support Worker 
Hours up to 20 per week – £10.20

Young Carers Support Worker
 (Sessional hours) - £10.20

These posts require highly motivated individuals 
with an understanding of issues affecting young 
people, to help facilitate individual support and 
group work for young carers and young adult 
carers aged 8-25.  Successful applicants will 

be required to join the PVG scheme and have a 
driving licence with access to a vehicle.

For an application pack or further information, 
please call 01631 564422 or email info@

northargyllcarers.org.uk. 

CLOSING DATE:
MONDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2017

North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment 
to equal opportunities is reflected in our 

recruitment process.

OBAN YOUTH CAFE
is recruiting sessional staff to work after-school, 

evenings and weekends.
 Pay £9.25 - £10.25 depending on

 qualifications and experience.
Opportunity to study diploma in youth work.

Please see our website for further details 
www.obanyouthcafe.co.uk

Closing date: 25th October 2017

We are currently looking for Autism Support 
Workers to join our Oban Saturday Club 
(£8.25 per hour). 
In this role, you will be an integral member of the support 
team contributing to and ensuring a high quality of care 
and support for individuals on the Autism Spectrum 
and/ or with complex needs within our Oban- West of 
Scotland Service. Hours will include supporting in a 
Saturday Club for children and providing an outreach 
service to young adults which will include daytime, 
evenings and weekends.
To download an application form or for more information 
please visit our website www.scottishautism.org
Ref: SA/537
Closing Date – 26th October 2017
Registered charity number is SC009068

Closing date: Friday 20 October 2017.

To apply visit  
our website

Classroom Assistant (Part-Time, Temporary)
£15,293 - £16,187 Isle of Lismore Ref: CME36542
Living Wage of £8.45 per hour applies to this post

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Office Administrative 
Assistant

Full Time, Oban Based

We are looking for a full time administrative assistant to ensure
 the day-to-day smooth running of the advertising sales

 office here in Oban.
You will deal with a range of important tasks including booking 

adverts onto our system, sending out customer proofs and dealing 
with associated administration. It is essential that you have excellent 

computer, grammar and communication skills, strong attention to detail 
and the ability to work well under pressure.

In addition to salary we offer group personal pension plan, 
life and medical insurance. 

A full current driving licence is essential for this position.

Please send your CV and a letter of application to 
Alison Arden, Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB 

or email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

North Argyll Eventide Home
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We have vacancies for: 

2 domestic posts 
Permanent positions

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

To apply visit  
our website

Administrative Support Worker
(Full-Time, Temporary)
£16,698 - £18,194 Lochgilphead Ref: HAW00449
Interviews for this post will be held on Thursday 26th  
October 2017.
☎ 01546 604334
Closing date: Friday 20 October 2017.

Classroom Assistant 
(Part-Time, Temporary)
£15,293 - £16,187 Isle of Easdale Primary School Ref: CME36922
Living Wage of £8.45 per hour applies to this post
☎ 01546 604334
Closing date: Friday 27 October 2017.

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Closing date: Friday 27 October 2017.

To apply visit
our website

Driver/Pupil Escort (Part-Time, Permanent)
£16,167 - £17,112 (Pro-Rata - 18.75 Hours per week)
Taynuilt Primary School Ref: CTF00642
The successful applicant will be responsible for transporting pupils 
on a daily basis during term-time in the Taynuilt area. Driving licence 
category D1 is an essential requirement for this post.

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT  
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/02285/PP Installation of satellite dish Post Office Rosneath Garden Isle Of 
Iona Argyll And Bute PA76 6SJ 

Sub Post Office Isle of Iona 

17/02417/PP Erection of replacement garden 
shed and storage shelter 
(retrospective) 

Flat Ground/2 22 Alexandra Place 
Corran Esplanade Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 5PU 

Oban Area Office 

17/02505/PP Alterations to form offices, 
disabled toilet and tea prep area 
on ground floor and residential 
accommodation on upper floor 

Bishops House Corran Esplanade 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5AB 

Oban Area Office 

17/02203/PP Erection of 1 dwellinghouse and 
2 holiday lets, installation of 
septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access 

Land South Of Creagh-Na-Hullach 
Ardtun Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Bunessan 
Isle of Mull 

17/02439/PP Erection of 2 holiday cottages 
(semi detached), installation 
septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access. 

Land South West Of Calgary House 
(adjacent To The Walled Garden) 
Calgary Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6QU 

Sub Post Office Dervaig 

17/02459/PP Formation of bellmouth Land Opposite Forest Road Junction 
At The Eas Urchaidh Waterfall On 
The B8074 Glen Orchy Road Glen 
Orchy Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Dalmally 

17/02358/PP Erection of replacement 
extension 

8 Charlotte Street Port Ellen Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute  
PA42 7DF 

Sub Post Office Port Ellen 

17/02482/PP Formation of new road access Glenrigh Cottage Corran Esplanade 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5AQ 

Oban Area Office 

17/02477/PP Renewal of planning permission 
reference 14/02767/PP (Erection 
of a dwellinghouse, formation of 
a vehicular access and the 
installation of a septic tank)

Land To North Of Seabank 
Farmhouse Benderloch Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA37 1SB

Sub Post Office Connel

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives  
is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can  
be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
Notice of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 

to be published in a local newspaper under regulation 7(2)
Link Group Ltd, the prospective applicant, hereby gives notice of a Pre-
Application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the submission 
of a planning application to Argyll and Bute Council for a prospective 
residential based development on vacant land north west of Dunbeg/
Dunstaffnage Farm, comprising 300 new affordable homes, associated 
amenity space, parking, roads and infrastructure and areas allocated for 
potential new community and small scale retail space for local use. 

Further information in respect of the prospective development may 
be obtained by contacting: Link Group Ltd, Watling House, Callendar 
Business Park, Falkirk, FK1 1XR. Telephone: 01324 417 160. Email: 
developmentgroup@linkgroup.org.uk.

A public event which will include a presentation of the prospective 
development and opportunity for public discussion with the prospective 
applicant is to be held at Dunbeg Primary School, Etive Road, Dunbeg, 
Oban PA37 1QF on 25.10.17 between the hours of 19.00 and 21.30.

Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these to the 
prospective applicant at Link Group Ltd before 15.11.17.

Persons submitting comments in response to Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) are advised that comments submitted to the 
prospective applicant at this time are not representations to the 
planning authority; in the event that prospective applicant submits 
a formal application for planning permission then there would be an 
opportunity to submit representations to Argyll and Bute Council as 
the planning authority at that time.

APPENDIX 1

REQUIRED FORM AND WORDING OF ADVERTISEMENT

The form of adverti sement and text to be included in the adverti sement referred to in the att ached 
noti ce are as follows:

“WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003
WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATIONS FOR AUTHORISATION
CLACHAN SEIL & BALVICAR WWTW, BALVICAR & 

SEAVIEW TERRACE SEPTIC TANK, EASDALE, ARGYLL

Applicati ons have been made to the Scotti  sh Environment Protecti on Agency (SEPA) by Scotti  sh Water 
for authorisati on to carry on controlled acti viti es at, near or in connecti on with Clachan Seil & Balvicar 
Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW), Balvicar and Seaview Terrace Septi c Tank, Easdale, Argyll, 
namely

Name & Reference 
Number(s)

Descripti on of controlled 
acti vity

Waters aff ected Nati onal grid 
reference(s)

Clachan Seil & 
Balvicar WWTW

CAR/L/1160434

Discharge of 
approximately 180 m3 
per day of terti ary treated 
sewage effl  uent (septi c 
tank, submerged aerated 
fi lters- SAF and ultraviolet 
disinfecti on).

Balvicar Bay, Seil 
Sound

NM 7742 1748

Discharge of screened 
sewage effl  uent from an 
existi ng combined sewer 
overfl ow (CSO).

Balvicar Bay, Seil 
Sound

NM 7742 1748

Discharge(s) of screened 
sewage effl  uent from 7 
existi ng network pumping 
stati on emergency 
overfl ows (EO’s).

Balvicar Bay, Seil & 
Clachan Sound 

NM 7742 1748

NM 7850 1966

NM 7841 1931

NM 7820 1880

NM 7812 1854

NM 7650 1701

NM 7677 1684

Seaview Terrace 
Septi c Tank

CAR/S/1160431

Discharge of 
approximately 4.75 
m3 per day of primary  
treated sewage effl  uent 
(septi c tank) from an 
existi ng development.

Port a’ Mhuilinn, Firth 
of Lorn

NM 7520 1675

SEPA considers that the above controlled acti viti es may have a signifi cant adverse impact on the 
interests of other users of the water environment.

A copy of the applicati on and any accompanying informati on may be inspected free of charge, at the 
SEPA Registry below, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (except local and nati onal 
holidays) Alternati vely, the applicati on may be viewed on SEPA’s website at: htt p://www.sepa.org.uk/
regulati ons/consultati ons/adverti sed-applicati ons-under-car/.

Any person aff ected or likely to be aff ected by, or having an interest in, the applicati on may make 
representati ons to SEPA in writi ng within 28 days beginning with the date of this adverti sement, either 
by email to registrydingwall@sepa.org.uk or to the following address, quoti ng reference numbers 
CAR/L/1160434 and/or CAR/S/1160431 as appropriate:

Registry Department, SEPA, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, 
Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Writt en representati ons received by SEPA within 28 days of this adverti sement will be taken into 
considerati on in determining the applicati on. Any such representati ons will be placed in a public 
register unless the person making them requests that they should not be. Where such a request is 
made SEPA will include a statement in the register indicati ng that representati ons have been made 
which have been the subject of such a request.

Before determining the applicati on, SEPA will:

• assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the acti vity or 
acti viti es;

• assess the indirect eff ects of that impact on any other aspects of the environment likely to 
be signifi cantly aff ected;

• consider any likely adverse social and economic eff ects of that impact and of any indirect 
environmental eff ects that have been identi fi ed; 

• consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefi ts of the acti vity;
• assess the impact of the controlled acti vity or acti viti es on the interests of other users of 

the water environment;
• assess what steps may be taken to ensure effi  cient and sustainable water use’; and
• apply and have regard to relevant legislati on.

SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the applicati on.”

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
ADDITION OF PONTOON TO MARINE 
FARM, STRONDOIR BAY, LOCH FYNE
Notice is hereby given that The Scottish Salmon 
Company has applied to the Scottish Ministers of 

the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of the addition of 

pontoon to marine farm at:

 Cost `                       £1,500 

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

  Strondoir Bay, 55° 57.565’ N 005° 26.649’ W
 Loch Fyne 55° 57.564’ N 005° 26.502’ W
  55° 57.553’ N 005° 26.502’ W
  55° 57.554’ N 005° 26.649’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Lochgilphead post office, 46 Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead. PA31 8NE.

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 

MCMS/05451
Scottish Salmon Company

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

17/03505/FUL

17/03822/FUL

17/04359/FUL

17/04360/PIP

17/04491/FUL

17/04578/FUL

17/04596/PIP

17/04597/FUL

17/04606/PIP

Banavie Primary School, 
Banavie, Fort William

Macdonald Hotel, Wades 
Road, Kinlochleven

Land 310M SE of Nevis 
Range Development 
Co PLC, Torlundy, Fort 
William

Land 35M SW of Raasay, 
Seaview Grazings, 
Strontian

Land 360M NE of 
Mamore Lodge, Mamore, 
Kinlochleven

Land 300M SW of 
Glenwood, Morar

Land 180M North 
of Hillview, Upper 
Scotstown, Strontian

Land South East of 
Craigahulish Achaphubil, 
Fort William

Land To South East of 
Tom-Na-Moine, Kilchoan

Erection of outdoor classroom

Erection of portable shower block

Build a new section of mountain 
bike track linking the gondola 
accessed red route to the base car 
park

Erection of 2 no houses

Develop and operate a run-of-river 
Hydro scheme with an installed 
capacity of 2MW

Change of use to caravan/camping 
site

Erection of house

Erect house with integral garage

Erection of 2 houses (renewal of 
11/02918/PIP)

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or  
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans 

17/02144/PP Change of use of land for the 
temporary siting of 2 residential 
units and replacement of byre roof 
(retrospective) 

Low Nerabus Farm Port Charlotte 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 
7UE 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte 

17/02472/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access 

Land Adjacent To Redburn Lochdon 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure 

17/02503/PP Variation of Condition 2 relative to 
planning permission reference 
16/02861/PP (Erection of house in 
multiple occupation, installation of 
sewage treatment plant, air source 
heat pump and formation of 
vehicular access) - Alternative foul 
drainage arrangements 

Land East Of Nant Farm Ichrachan 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt 

17/02448/PP Renovation of existing derelict 
house to form dwellinghouse, 
erection of detached garage, 
installation of ground mounted 
solar panels, installation of grey 
water and rain water storage tanks 
and associated works 

Killinallan Gruinart Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA44 7PW 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend 

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council  
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous  
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications  
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2 - Main Issues Report (MIR) 
Strategic Environmental Assessment: Environmental Report (SEA) 
Notice under Section 17 (6) of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 
2006 and under Section 16 (2) of the Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 
Argyll and Bute Council has prepared a Local Development Plan 2: Main 
Issues Report together with associated documents comprising the 
Monitoring Statement and interim Strategic Environmental Assessment: 
Environmental Report (SEA). 
The Main Issues Report (MIR) represents the first formal stage in 
producing a replacement Local Development Plan (LDP 2) for Argyll and 
Bute Council in its role as Planning Authority. The primary purpose of the 
MIR is to highlight and discuss new issues, put forward alternative policy 
directions, settlement and spatial strategies and stimulate debate on 
identified areas of major change. The consultation period on these 
documents runs for 8 weeks from 16th October to 11th December. 
The documents can be viewed at http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp and 
are also available for viewing between 9am and 5pm weekdays in the 
Council Offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead. Copies can also be 
viewed during normal opening hours at the public libraries at Tarbert, 
Rosneath, Cardross, Oban, Helensburgh, Dunoon, Rothesay, Campbeltown, 
Lochgilphead. 
Representations can be made by using the online form , if you are unable 
to access this, other formats can be made available by contacting us using 
the contact details below. Please ensure you leave enough time to provide 
your response by 5pm on the 11th December. 
If you require further information please telephone Sheila McKenzie 
on 01546 604158 or email ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

CROFTING COMMISSION
DECROFTING DIRECTION 

ISSUED

L Pate
1&2 Muirshearlich, Kilmallie
79519
0.005 ha
Reason – amenity ground
Condition – With fencing  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Miss Anne MacLarty 
has registered her croft,  
Ariogan Croft No 1, Kilmore 
& Kilbride on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 3rd July 
2018.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C4432.

Business Opportunity
We are offering a lease to run a business 
at the former visitor centre building at 
Ardgartan in Argyll Forest Park.

To express interest and receive the 
information pack, please contact 
cowaltrossachs@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Notes of interest must be received  
by 20th October 2017.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE NEVIS PARTNERSHIP WILL 
BE HELD AT:

Voluntary Action Lochaber, An Drochaid, 
Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH

ON TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 5.30PM

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Kirstin MacLean trading as MacLean 
Deliveries Ltd of 3 Clanranald Terrace, 
Mallaig, PH41 4RE, is applying for a licence 
to use Unit 3, North Road, Fort William, PH33 
6TQ as an operating centre for 1 goods 
vehicle.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office.

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org

NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your favourite countryside 
business for a Scottish Rural Award

categories 
include

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

2018

www.scottishruralawards.org

NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN

categories 

Artisan Food
Artisan Drink
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer



great for e-mail, social 
media, offi ce tasks, 
£60. Telephone 01546 
830272.

COMMERCIAL 
APPLIANCES 

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BELLING ALL ELEC-
TRIC 90cm stainless 
steel cooking range, 
double oven, 5 ring 
hob, with extraction 
hood and chimney, 
excellent condition, £99 
ono. Telephone 07760 
222154.

MOBILITY

STATIONERYMACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS
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West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
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VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

PERSONALSSTANLEY 
RANGE COOKER 

(GREEN)

 Telephone
07745 957099

 Oil fi red range cooker/
central heating boiler. Good 
condition, regularly serviced. 

On pallet - collection from 
Campbeltown

£300

THANK YOU
Victor and Margaret King 
would like to thank family 
and friends who gave us 
cards, fl owers and gifts 
when we celebrated our 

Golden Wedding 
anniversary.

IPSO
COMMERCIAL

Tel 01631 562755 / 
07730 094865.

Stacked 
washing 

and drying 
machines, 

coin operated, 
takes new 

£1 coins and 
silver coins, 4 
years old, just 

services.
 
WAS£1500ONO

 NOW £999.50
 REDUCED TO CLEAR

OIL RAYBURN
308K

“Huge saving on new 
cooker”. For photos 
and/or viewing call

 Tel 07889 324823

In pristine condition, 830 
mm W x 820 mm H x 
510 mm D, fl ued RHS 
with RH ovens. If hot 

water is required, a new 
stainless steel boiler can 
be fi tted.  It CANNOT do 
central heating. Delivery 

possible at a charge.

£1,800
WITHOUT BOILER, 

£2,060
WITH BOILER.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BABY BATH shaped, 
china baby bath set in 
wooden frame with cab-
riole legs. Concealed 
in a wooden cover/lid it 
looks like a coffee table, 
£95. Telephone 07787 
467129.

 BICYCLES
YORK FITNESS BIKE 
‘Discovery Cycle’ ex-
ercise bike, very good 
condition, hardly been 
used, £49.99. Tele-
phone 07388 156487.

 BUILDING / DIY
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victor ian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40. Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
SLATES 188 Spanish 
Heavies, 400 x 200mm, 
double holed, plus 2 
ridge tiles,  £50. Tele-
phone 01880 730326.

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

ROOFBOX 265 x 90 
x 40, aerodynamically 
styled and tested to 
reduce fuel consump-
tion and noise.  Also 
ideal for van or camper. 
Cost new £900, accept 
£180 Telephone 07564 
904816².

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
HARRIS WOOL 
SOCKS hand knitted, 
£5 per pair, postage 
extra. Mrs MacKay, 17 
Achmore, Isle of Lewis 
HS2 9DU.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

HP PAVILLION DESK-
TOP COMPUTER 
Core2 Duo, 160GB, 
4GB, card reader, 
Win7, 22” widescreen, 
keyboard, mouse. VGC, 

 DOMESTIC PETS
PIGS Tamworth breed-
ing sows and boars, 
12 months old, lovely 
natured pigs, £80 each. 
Telephone 01583 
421138².

 FURNITURE
PINE BED, single, no 
mattress, £40. Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
WOODEN CHEST 
carved teak, camphor-
wood lined blanket 
chest.  38in wide x 24in 
deep x approx 26in 
high, £95. Telephone 
07787 467129.

 GARDEN
GARDEN ROLLER 
50cm sand fi lled, 
scraper bar, collapsible 
handle,  £35. Telephone 
01880 730326.
GARDEN THREE 
SEAT COVER green, 
215cm wide x 180cm 
high x 168 cm deep,  
£20. Telephone 01880 
730326.
RAIN HOPPERS 
Victorian cast iron rain 
hoppers for replace-
ments on older houses 
or these make nice 
garden planters,  £25 
each. Telephone 01631 
564578.

VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30. Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90. Telephone 
01631 564578.
W H E E L B A R R O W , 
large metal, infl atable 
wheel. £25. Telephone 
01880 730326.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TV/VIDEO PLAYER 14 
inch Bush television 
with integrated video 
player, £10. Telephone 
07787 467129.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

CAMEL STOOL, walnut 
wood with black leather 
cushion. Excellent con-
dition. Calls evening, 
£27. Telephone 01852 
300154.

 HOME OFFICE
SMALL COMPUTER 
DESK, excellent condi-
tion. Measures: L=82cm, 
H=80cm, W=50-58cm. 
Calls evening, £50.  Tele-
phone 01852 300154.

 HOUSE 
CLEARANCES

FURNITURE CLEAR-
ANCE double bed and 
headboard, £30.  2 x 
chest of drawers, £20 
each.  Bedside table, 
£10.  Shed, 5.7ft x 4ft, 
£50.  Telephone 01583 
421214 (Glenbarr).

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868.

 MARINE
WANTED Road worthy 
boat trailer for 4 metre 
boat.  Phone or text 
07436 887861.

 MISCELLANEOUS
HANDLES LATCH 
GEORGIAN BRASS 10 
or more Georgian brass 
latch handles as new. 
Tubular latches avail-
able, £3. Telephone 
07775 556182.

 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER 
needs new battery, 
buyer collects. Barcal-
dine. Free. Telephone 
01631 720556 or 07535 
771662.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL , market your 
business effectively 
with professionally de-
signed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on  01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.



Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk
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MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week
But the donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life to this 

day? Have I been in the habit of treating you this way?’ And he said, ‘No.’ (Numbers 22:30)

Dingwall minister named Free Church 
of Scotland Moderator Designate
THE COMMISSION 
of Assembly of the Free 
Church of Scotland met 
on Wednesday October 
4 when Reverend 
Angus MacRae, 
minister of Dingwall 
and Strathpeffer Free 
Church in Ross-shire, 
was announced as the 
Moderator Designate 
of the 2018 General 
Assembly. 

He succeeds Reverend 
Derek Lamont of St 
Columba’s Free Church 
in Edinburgh.

Rev MacRae has been 
a Free Church minister 
for 25 years. Born in 
Glasgow in 1967 he was 
brought up in Laxdale, 
Isle of Lewis, and was 
educated at the Nicolson 
Institute in Stornoway, 
Edinburgh University 
and the Free Church of 
Scotland College (now 
Edinburgh Theological 
Seminary).

He was ordained to the 
ministry at Kilwinning 
Free Church, Ayrshire, 
in 1992, moving to 
his present church 
in Dingwall in 2001. 
Married to Ann, 
a speciality doctor 
caring for patients with 
addictions, the couple 
has three adult children.

Rev MacRae said: ‘It 
is a great honour and a 
privilege to be elected to 
serve as next Moderator 
of the Free Church 
General Assembly. I 
would welcome the 
prayers of the Christian 
family around the nation 
as I prepare for this 
responsibility.

‘The church faces 
many challenges in 
our secular era but I 
am thankful for God’s 
incredible kindness and 
faithfulness to the Free 
Church. 

‘This decade has 
seen vibrant growth 
and renewal in many 
local churches and 
the denomination as 
a whole is united and 
encouraged.

‘I am thankful for a 
steady stream of new 

leaders in training. Our 
churches and seminary 
are working together 
to meet the needs of 
existing churches and 
an exciting movement 
of new church plants 
around Scotland.

‘The General Assembly 
is not just a talking shop. 
It is an opportunity for 
leaders to meet together 
in God’s presence. Our 
vision is to work together 
to bring the message of 
an unchanging gospel 
to all the people of our 
land.

‘We do this 
individually, together in 
our local churches and 
in gospel partnership 
with all those who 
respect the authority 
of the Bible as God’s 
message for truth for 

every age.’ Rev MacRae 
is chairman of the 
Board of Ministry, a 
group appointed by 
the General Assembly 
to arrange for training 
and pastoral care of 
candidates for the 
ministry. 

He is interested 
in training the next 
generation of church 
leaders and in 
developing praise and 
worship that is rich 
in Bible content and 
focused on God. He 
supports international 
mission and has a 
particular interest in 
East Asia and the work 
of OMF International.

Clive Bailey, a 
member of the Board of 
Ministry, welcoming the 
appointment, said: ‘The 

nomination of Angus 
MacRae as Moderator 
Designate is very 
suitable. Angus brings 
a wealth of experience 
and breadth of vision, 
developed throughout 
his pastoral ministry 
and chairmanship of the 
Board of Ministry. He 
has a servant heart and 
a passion to see God’s 
kingdom extended 
both in Scotland and 
worldwide. We pray 
God’s richest blessing on 
Angus and Ann as God 
prepares them for their 
service in the coming 
year.’

For more information 
about the Free Church 
of Scotland visit www.
freechurch.org or 
contact offices@
freechurch.org

DIAMOND WEDDING

MACPHERSON - BLAIR 
- On October 18, 1957 at 
Greenbank Parish Church, 
Clarkson, Fred to Tina. 
Current address: 2 South 
Place, Cairnryan.
SINCLAIR - MACINNES 
- Jimmy to Faith on October 
18, 1957 at Oban Old Parish 
Church by the late Rev. 
Norman MacDonald. Present 
address: Kenmore Cottages, 
Bonawe, Oban.

DEATH

CLARK (McNulty) - 
Peacefully in North Argyll 
Care Home, Oban on October 
5, 2017, Jean Clark in her 94th 
year formerly of Inveraray, 
Minard & Tayvallich. Beloved 
wife of the late Alex Clark & 
John James McNulty, much 
loved mother of Suzanne & 
John and a loving grandmother 
& great grandmother. Dear 
friend & good neighbour to 
many. Funeral service will be 
held at Glen Shira Cemetery 
on Friday October 13, 2017 
at 11:30 a.m. Followed by 
a memorial service in the 
George Hotel Inveraray at 
approximately 12 noon. Please 
accept this invitation to join 
with the family at either 
service.
COFFEE - (Ardrishaig/
Lochgilphead) - Peacefully 
and quietly after a long 
illness in Wyvis Care Home, 
Dingwall on Thursday 
5 October 2017, Audrey 
Hazel Crowther, formerly 
of Knapdale, Terrace, 
Ardrishaig and Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, beloved wife 
of the late Ken, loving step-
mother of Kathleen, much 
loved nanna of Jordan and 
Toby, dear sister and loved by 
all the extended family and 
friends. A service was held 
in Inverness Crematorium 
on Thursday 12 October. All 
enquiries to Alasdair Rhind, 
Funeral Directors, Mayfi eld 
House, Dingwall.
MACALISTER - October 
4, 2017. Barbara Etta Cecily, 
aged 93. In her own home 
in Seil, in her daughter’s 
care, spiritedly defying 
disability and illness to 
the last. Widow of the late 
John (Jock) MacAlister of 
Tarbert and Cuan Ferry.
MORTON - Peacefully on 
Saturday October 7 2017, 
Tommy Morton, beloved
husband to Catherine, 
loving son of Mary, a dear 
father, step-father, papa 
and brother. Sorely missed. 
Funeral private.
MUIR - Very peacefully 
at home on October 8, 
2017, Flora Muir (nee 
McKillop) of Fernoch 
Park, Lochgilphead and 
previously of Campbeltown 
in her 92nd year, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Hugh, loving mother 
of Kenneth and loving 
grandmother of Fiona. 
Funeral Service, following 
private cremation, will be 
held in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church on Friday October 
13, 2017 at 2:30pm. Family 
flowers only; donations to 
the MS Treatment Centre, 
Lochgilphead. All relatives 
and friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.

MURCHISON - LOCHRIE 
- Peacefully at Inverclyde 
Royal Hospital on Sunday, 
October 8, 2017, Mhairi, 
beloved wife of the late 
Malcolm, much loved mum 
of Katrina and the late 
Morven, mother-in-law to 
Kevin and gran to Callum. 
Will be sadly missed. The 
funeral service will be held 
in Caladh Funeral Services, 
57 Marine Parade Kirn, 
Dunoon, on Monday October 
23rd at 11:00am and thereafter 
to Millhouse Cemetery, 
Tighnabruaich, to which all are 
respectfully invited.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BLACK - Helen, David, 
Mary, Sharon and all the 
family would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely for 
cards, fl owers and messages 
of support following their 
sad loss of Hughie. We would 
like to thank all the nurses, 
especially the E.C.C.T team 
for the care he received at 
home. Thanks to all who 
attended the service, to Rev. 
Dugald Cameron and to 
Duncan Forgrieve for the 
very fi tting euology. Sincere 
gratitude to Ian MacInnes 
at D&A Munn for his 
guidance and professionalism 
and the Rowantree Hotel for 
refreshments. The Retiral 
collection for Cancer Research 
amounted to £430.20.
MACINDEOR - Allan 
and Isabell would like to 
thank everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards, letters and telephone 
calls following the sad loss 
of Colin. Sincere thanks to 
the dedicated nurses and 
doctors at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital Oban, to Rev. David 
Carruthers for such a personal 
and fi tting service; to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral Directors 
for all their help and guidance; 
to Corrina for beautiful fl oral 
tributes; to Cairnbaan Hotel 
for a lovely light lunch and 
to all who attended at church 
and graveside. The retiral 
collection in aid of R.N.L.I, 
Mid Argyll, raised £300. 
Thank you all.
MACLEOD – Alice, Lorna 
and Alasdair would like to 
thank everyone from the 
bottom of their hearts for their 
kind words, cards and fl owers 
following Alasdair’s passing.  
Special thanks to Dr Glen, 
District and Macmillan nurses 
for their care and compassion. 
To Hoey’s and Catriona 
MacFarlane for all their help 
and support.  To Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his comforting 
words.  Ken Moncrieff, 
Sileas Sinclair, Jerry Boyle 
and the footballers for their 
help in making the service so 
special.  Thanks to the Royal 
Hotel and lastly thanks to 
everyone for their generosity 
in the retiral collection, £1100 
was collected for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Ewen, our dad, father-in- law
and papa died October 10, 2016 
at Dykelands, Camaghael, Fort 
William.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Isabel, Linda, Ewen, Elaine, 
Alice and Archie.

THE Bible is full of references to 
animals. Sometimes stories, some-
times imagery. Often using animal 
characteristics to encourage humans 
to behave differently.  We are animals 
ourselves, and the phrase “behaving 
like animals” may be more of an insult 
to non-humans than it is to humans.

As the supposed “highest” of the an-
imal kingdom, we have far less excuse 
for behaving as we so often do. Having 
animals speak with human language 
reminds us that the stories aren’t to 
be taken literally but such stories still 
contain truth.

We can be so sure of ourselves, or 
so focused on the wrong worries, that 
we fail to realise how we should really 
be responding.  Balaam the prophet 
seems to be a model of piety but even 
he can be in the wrong.

So we get the story of the talking 
donkey. It’s a setting of the scene to 
emphasise that Balaam will only give 
God’s blessing not curses. 

The story also shows the loyalty and 
intelligence of the donkey compared 
to the human.

Jesus continually showed that his 
way was not to impose his will. His 

way was to serve others and he called 
his followers to do likewise. 

This wasn’t about giving up all the 
good things – He came to bring us 
life in all its fullness. So his followers 
need to look at life differently and 
work out what really leads to life in all 
its fullness.

Balaam was humbled by his donkey.  
Jesus chose to be humble on a donkey. 
Animals in Bible times and in our 
times can teach us if we take the time 
to observe them.

Reverend Liz Gibson

CRAIG - John (Jack), died 
October 10, 1993. Not a day 
goes by without a thought or 
tear and the constant wish 
that you were here. 
- Irene, Carole, Neil, Allan, 
Graham and Alison.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Marjory, who passed away 
on October 16, 2014.
Always in our thoughts.
- Donald and Gordon.
MACGIBBON - 
Remembering our dear 
parents and grandparents. 
Augus - died October 19, 1993. 
Effi e died December 8, 2001.
We will love and miss you 
forever.
Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena and Family
STEELE - In loving memory 
of a special mum, Margaret, 
who died October 8, 2000.
Always in our hearts.
- With love, Alan and Diane.
STEWART - Remembering 
our dear parents and 
grandparents. 
Ernie - died November 11, 
1999. Marjorie September 
17, 1993. We will love and 
miss you forever.
Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena and Family.
WALKER - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Marybell, who died on 
October 4, 1990.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by her son Archie.
WOODROW - Precious 
memories of our David - a 
dearly loved son and brother 
who died October 16, 1990, 
result of an accident aged 
21 years. We are sending a 
dove to heaven David with a 
parcel on its wings. Careful 
how you open it, as its full of 
beautiful things. Inside are 
a million kisses wrapped up 
in a million hugs, to say how 
much we miss you and send 
you all our love. Missed and 
loved forever
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena 
and Family



Strathaven   0
Oban Lorne  48     
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Rugby

Ardrishaig Kharki Rangers – 
an epic tale

Ardrishaig Kharki Rangers, Nicol Challenge Cup winners 1901 – as named by Robert Bruce in 1977. From left: Duncan McCallum, Jock 
Dewar, William McPhail, James McVean, A McTavish, Robert Bruce (Mr Bruce’s uncle), Jock MacVicar, A MacGregor (trainer), cousins 

Angus and Dougal Law, John Hamilton, D Campbell, Walter McEwan and, sitting to the right of the cup, John Bruce, who was
Mr Bruce’s father.

TOWSER’S GOAL 
Sit doon an’ I’ll tell ye a story
It wasna a great big catch
It wasna a fight at the fit o’ the lane
It wis only a fitba’ match.

But Scotland rang wi’ the story
(Machkar will tell ye it’s true)
When the Point boys won by the only goal
Scored as the whistle blew.

The Bank Park, boys, was crowded
There were fifteen hundred there!
Harvey sent six reporters
An’ the Oban Times had a pair.

Man, it was great, a’vallich!
Man it was simply great,
An the Khakis swore they’d die before
They’d let themselves be bate.

Dugal kicked off for Ardrishaig
An’ Fettie and Geerach began
Doon the wing like electric eels
They passed, an’ dribbled an’ ran.

The ba’ went across tae Connie
Who sent her back to Cock Bruce
An’ Cock let drive, but Carswell saved
A could greet – but what’s the use.

It was then Hughie Vean got excited
‘Huyg’, the Lochgilliper’s pet,
An’ he off doon the field, with the ball at his toe,
Till John Hamilton laid him flet.

But Jockie got haud o’ the ba’
A dangerous man was he
Till Sultan cut over an’ cleared
An’ that was a sight tae see!

Did I mention that I was playing?
I was one o’ the backs no less
An Bowsie and me were as steady as rocks
An’ sharp as a piece o’ gless.

An’ we needed to be a’ vallich
(There’s Machkar’ll tell you it’s true)
For Lochgilphead were pressing us hard at times,
An’ twice they were nearly through.

But they never got time to aim at goal
An’ the same at the other end
Where Fettie himsel’ could do nothing
So strong did McKirdy defend.

So half time came wi’ never a goal
But man, the play was a trate
An’ the Khakis swore they’d die before
They’d let themselves be bate.

The second half was a scorcher
Man, but the play was fast
An’ the Khakis had a’ the best of it
Till we thought we would score at last.

But Carswell was playing champion
Ah must give Carswell his due
For the shots went in like bullets
An’ never a one he let through.

Connie an’ Cock an’ Geerach,
Fettie an’ Dugal Law
Shot like a dozen Maxims
Till they nearly burst the ba’

The crood was mad wi’ excitement
(Did a’ tell ye that afore?)
It was only a minute from time, ma boy
An’ still there was time to score.

Ah spat on ma hands a’ vallich
On these two hands you see!
Says I to maself, there’ll never be a goal
Unless it’s scored by me!

An’ just as a spoke, the ball came up
An’ right to ma feet it came
For the half o’ a half o’ a second
Ah saw a bit of red flame.

An’ then a’ up an’ started
(Machkar’ll tell you it’s true)
I had less than a meenite to do it in
An’ the deed I meant to do.

As I ran the length o’ the field
I deedled a dozen men
I was thirty yards from Carswell
An’ then - an’ then - an’ then

I shot, and no man living
Could have seen the ball as it flew
Into the net like a cannon ball
A goal! Hurray! Harroo!

Half a second afore time up
Man, if ye heard the crood!
If Carswell had tried to stop that shot
He’d be stiffened where he stood!

Wha was Quinn o’ the Celtic?
Wha was McColl o’ the Queens?
Whoot is he – Reid o’ the Rangers?
There’s nane o’ them worth twa peens!

There’s nane o’ them ever could shoot a goal
Like the goal that I put through
When the Khakis won by the only goal
Just as the whistle blew!

The Nicol Challenge Cup 1901 – The Kharki Rangers by J E Scott

QUITE how it came to be 
stored in the loft of a house in 
East Lothian is not yet known 
– but the mystery of a fantastic 
old football photo has been 
solved.

Thanks to readers of our sister 
paper the Argyllshire Advertiser, 
the story can now be revealed of 
the Ardrishaig Kharki Rangers 
and their unknown 1901 trophy.

As reported in a recent 
edition of the Advertiser, it was 
Bill and Christine Young who 
found the photo while clearing 
out their loft in East Lothian 
and sent it to the paper.

The original photo had been 
kept in good condition by 
being wrapped inside a tattered 
1977 edition of the Advertiser, 
which also featured an article 
requesting information on that 
self-same photo.

Reading the story, Ardrishaig 
woman Grace Clifford ap-
proached the paper with the full 
story. Her mother, Margaret S 
Annan, had kept a newspaper 
cutting from the time in which 
players and officials are named.

The 1977 information came 
from reader Mr Robert Bruce 
of Ardrishaig. He provided the 
paper not only with the names, 
but a bit of detail about the 

trophy and the match in which 
it was won in 1901.

The trophy was the Nicol 
Challenge Cup, presented 
to the Mid Argyll Football 
Association at the turn of the 
century.

During the first five years of 
its existence, it was won by the 
Kharki Rangers in 1901, 1902 
and 1905. Tarbert were the 
winners in 1903 and 1904.

Mr Bruce also recalled that it 
was not easy to assemble a team 
around the turn of the 20th 
century. The two Law cousins, 
for example, were fishermen 
and walked from Lochgair to 
Ardrishaig to meet up with 
team-mates for that 1901 Nicol 
Challenge Cup final, which was 
played in Tarbert.

His own father, said Mr 
Bruce, cycled from his job as 
a gardener at Arduaine for the 
game.

After the match, which 
Kharki Rangers won 1-0, the 
players were so dirty that they 
ran to the sea and jumped in. 
No showers in those days.

Mr Bruce also remembered 
Ardrishaig Kharki Rangers 
reaching another, very differ-
ent, final. The lads were beaten 
by a mining team in the final of 

the Scottish tug-of-war champi-
onships.

The trophy was still around in 
1977, at the home of Miss Flora 
Law in Glen Fyne Park, Ardris-
haig. It would be fascinating 
to know whether the Nicol 
Challenge Cup is still in Mid 
Argyll today. The cup run was 
famous enough to have a poem 
written about it, according to 
Grace Clifford, who was kind 
enough to hand in a copy of it 
to the paper.

The teams involved in the 
match described in verse were 
Ardrishaig Kharki (or ‘Khaki’ 
in the poem) Rangers and 
Lochgilphead.

The epic was kept by her moth-
er, and Grace said: ‘The poem 
is by JE Scott, and many of the 
players, both in the Ardrishaig 
and Lochgilphead teams, are 
named and – as was the custom 
in those days – mostly referred 
to by their nicknames.’

Grace added: ‘I wonder who 
JE Scott was. Obviously he was 
an educated man who could 
rhyme and scan competently. Is 
there anyone able to tell us who 
he was?’

OBAN Lorne U16s continued 
their winning ways with a fan-
tastic team effort by the young 
Green Machine to overcome 
the much fancied Strathaven 
U16s away.

Oban started well with the 
wind and rain behind them 
with two tries by captain 
Tommy McQuade in the first 
10 minutes, both miraculously 
converted from out wide by 
stand-off Angus Neil given the 
prevailing gale.

Half-backs Ben Findlay and 
Angus Neil let loose through 
the centres, with Conner Taylor 
and Blair MacFarlane slicing 
through the Strathaven mid-
field to release the back three 
of Ellis Hunter, Kyle Clark and 
Charlie Campbell-Roberts, 
who all made good ground on 
the wide outside again despite 
the conditions.

Great backing up from wing 
forwards Conner Dot and 
Kenny Gray saw Dot crash 
over for another converted try 
after great work in the loose by 
Jenson Binnie, John MacLeod 
and Harry Johnston.

From the resultant restart the 
ball was driven forward by Gray 
for  Neil to drill a wind-assisted 
diagonal ball to the Strathaven 
corner flag which was well won 
by Ellis Hunter. 

He popped the ball to Charlie 
Campbell-Roberts who passed 
to Conner Taylor to run in 
unopposed under the posts. A 
great team try.

In the second half, with the 
wind behind them, Strathaven 
rallied and pressed the Oban 
line for the next 10 minutes but 

great work from the tight five 
of Tommy Macquade, John 
Macleod, Ross McCaskill, 
Jenson Binnie and Harry 
Johnston in scrum, lineout and 
loose saw an excellent series of 
turnovers which allowed Blair 
Macfarlane to drill the ball into 
the Stathhaven half against the 
wind.

From the resultant lineout, 
Ross McCaskill stole the ball 
against the throw and with a 
powerful maul led by Macleod, 
Binnie and Johnstone, the 
Oban pack drove forward for 
McQuade to score in the cor-
ner from five metres.

Again Strathaven rallied with 
some raking wind-assisted 
kicking designed to turn the 
Oban defence, which instead  

was well fielded by the back 
three of  Hunter, Clark and 
Campbell-Roberts, allowing 
powerful tighthead Ross Mc-
Caskill to produce a storming 
run from 40 metres before 
touching down.

From a scrum deep in the 
Oban half, centre Taylor made 
good yards assisted by the ever 
present Gray and Dot to set 
up a ruck on the Strathhaven 
15-metre line which was swiftly 
moved by Finlay to MacLeod 
and Binnie close in for Mc-
Quade to drive over for Oban’s 
seventh try.

Chipping
The win was rounded off by a 

great individual try by captain 
Tommy McQuade, who turned 
the ball over on the Strathaven 

10-metre line, breaking tackles 
to make good ground down 
the left wing before chipping 
the ball over the Strathaven 
winger’s head, gathering the 
fortuitous bounce and scoring 
in the corner.

A fantastic win from the 
young Green Machine.

However, more important 
than the scoreline was the  
performance which saw great 
teamwork, discipline, fitness, 
tackling and relentless pressure 
on the opposition giving great 
encouragement for the tough 
challenges ahead.

Eight tries, four conversions, 
great hands in a howling gale, 
and a great team win.

Good win for Oban Lorne youngsters

Oban Lorne Under 16s.

TOBERMORY’S Alasdair 
Currie won last weekend’s 
season finale of the DMACK 
Fiesta ST Trophy – The 
Trackrod Rally Yorkshire. 
Currie and co-driver Steven 
Brown have now secured 
second overall in the cham-
pionship which wins the duo 
a prize drive in a Ford Fiesta 
R2 backed by CASTROL on 
the British round of the World 
Rally Championship in two 
weeks time. 

The pair set the pace from 
the first stage of the day to 
lead all the way to the finish 
despite catching and being 
held up by cars along the nar-
row Yorkshire forestry roads.

Alasdair said: ‘I’m delighted 
to have finally won a round of 
the championship. We’ve had 
a good year despite no prior 
experience of any of these 
rallies. This has been my 
first season competing in the 

Currie wins rally GB prize

forests and I have exceeded 
all my own expectations.’

This year hasn’t been without 
challenge. Two mid-season 
mechanical retirements whilst 
leading were frustrating. A 
lack of budget also limited any 
opportunity to test. 

Alasdair joins John Mac-
Crone as one of few to drive 
the rare CASTROL Ford 
Fiesta R2 car. John used this 
car as car #1, on the 2014 
Mull Rally. How ironic.

‘We are now focusing on 
preparations for our prize 
drive. We are grateful to all 
sponsors who come onboard 
to allow us to fight for this 
position. Rally GB is an iconic 
event, one that every British 
rally driver dreams to be part 
of one day and I will make the 
most of this amazing oppor-
tunity.’ 

Boost for shinty as Marine
Harvest extend sponsorship

Jim Barr, Keith Loades, Steven Bracken, Marine Harvest and 
Derek Keir 

Shinty

THE Camanachd Associ-
ation has announced that 
Marine Harvest has agreed 
to a new six-figure, three-
year sponsorship of the 
game – the largest single 
sponsorship investment in 
the sport to date.

The new agreement 
extends the partnership be-
tween Marine Harvest and 
the Camanachd Association 
to 33 years, running until the 
end of the 2020 season, and 
represents one of Scotland’s 
longest running sport spon-
sorships.

The company will increase 
its investment and profile 
in shinty by continuing as 
title sponsor of the Premier 
League – Marine Harvest 
Premiership, National Divi-
sion and North/South area 
leagues.

The agreement also sees 
Marine Harvest continue 
their support for women’s 
and youth shinty, the Scot-
land senior national squad, 
the annual shinty/hurling 
international match and the 
annual shinty awards night.

Making the announce-
ment, Camanachd Associa-
tion president Jim Barr said: 
‘This is great news for shinty 
and represents the largest 
single sponsorship invest-
ment in the sport to date.

‘The commitment shown 
by Marine Harvest over 
many years, and today 
extended for a further three, 
adds tremendous value to 
the continued promotion 
and development of shinty. 

Shinty is an important part 
of Scotland’s sporting and 
cultural heritage and remains 
a key part of community life in 
many areas across the country. 

‘The Camanachd Associ-
ation recognises shinty as 
Scotland’s most iconic team 
sport and the whole shinty 
community will be delighted 
that such a successful com-
pany continues to show such 
faith in our great game. 

‘Marine Harvest have been 
exceptional partners and have 
always made it clear their 
contribution is intended to 
give something back to the 
communities in which they 
operate. Consequently, they 
have been very flexible and 
always supportive of what is 
best for shinty.’

Ben Hadfield, managing 
director of Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, said: ‘Having 

supported shinty for 30 
years we are very pleased to 
announce our continuing 
support for the game for an-
other three years at all levels. 

‘It has been very rewarding 
to see how the game has de-
veloped and grown, particu-
larly with women’s shinty, and 
the work and commitment 
that we’re seeing invested in 
youth shinty, and, of course, 
we are delighted to continue 
providing the annual Marine 
Harvest National Shinty 
Awards which recognise the 
hard work and dedication of 
players, coaches and others in 
the sport.

‘As we have said many times 
before, we are proud to be 
able to play our part in sup-
porting the game.”   
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Oban Lorne  14
Stewartry  22     
West Under-18 Conference

Women’s rugby

Oban Lone Ladies                     68
Grangemouth Stagettes     0
BT Women’s National League 2

Rugby

Youth rugby

Cycling

ON A DRIZZLY, grey day a 
slightly diminished Oban side 
turned out to take on their 
main competitors at the top of 
BT Women’s National League 
2, Grangemouth Stagettes, 
at home. With their captain 
and vice-captain unavailable, 
the Oban side were led by last 
games’ player of the match Ve-
ronica Speirse who captained 
the team for the first time. 
Missing players meant the 

into relentless Grangemouth 
tackles, who continued to chal-
lenge Oban throughout, before 
the ball was taken on by fly-half 
Lucy Stewart up half the pitch 
for a try. This brought the 
half-time score to 49-0, with 
all successful conversions also 
taken by Stewart. The majority 
of the game until now had been 
played in the Grangemouth 
half but the reds kept a good 
defence throughout and made 
Oban work for their points.

With the start of the second 

half Grangemouth came out 
with a renewed vengeance. 
Oban retaliated, however, 
with fullback Howdo Bean 
taking the ball out to the wing 
before passing to Stewart for 
her second try. From here the 
referee’s decisions were not fa-
vouring the girls in green, with 
repeated errors including high 
tackles, knock-ons and forward 
passes being called. This meant 
that despite their dominance 
they were unable to make much 
ground. Using the full capa-

Impressive performance
from Oban Lorne ladies

Camilla Leslie dives over for a try.

OBAN Lorne took on mid-
table East Kilbride RFC at 
Glencruitten on Saturday as 
the home side looked to build 
on last weekend’s 28-12 win 
against bottom of the league 
Irvine RFC.

Struggling
The Green Machine have 

been struggling for a consist-
ent team this season but have 
rallied over the past couple of 

Narrow defeat for Oban Lorne
weeks to gather a more settled 
and consistent squad.

Front row options still pose 
a problem for Oban with Liam 
Burns and Tommy Sutherland 
missing for this game. Prop 
Darren Miller started his 
first game of the season while 
Cammy Smith also started 
after his try-scoring appear-
ance last weekend. There was 
also a return in the backline 
for powerful centre Callum 
MacLachlan.

Saturday’s match was a phys-
ical affair with both forward 

packs cancelling each other 
out at the breakdown. Oban 
failed to create any rhythm 
to their game with a misfiring 
lineout and a struggling scrum 
denying them any constant 
possession.

Barrage
Despite struggling at the set 

piece, Oban led the first half 
3-0 with a Finlay Carmichael 
penalty. The hosts’ defensive 
shape was also holding well 
after a barrage of attacks from 
a big EK pack.

Oban started to tire in the 

second period as the visitors 
hit back with a penalty to tie 
the score at 3-3.

The game could have gone 
either way at this point with 
EK dominating territory and 
possession but Oban looking 
dangerous on the counter with 
a couple of promising breaks.

A series of powerful plays 
from the visitors resulted in the 
first try of the day with 15 min-
utes to go giving Oban a 10-3 
deficit to recover from going 
into the closing stages.

The East Kilbride try seemed 

to waken the men in green as 
they dominated the remaining 
stages of the game. A Carmi-
chael penalty with 10 minutes 
to go sailed narrowly wide 
before Oban started a barrage 
of attacks on the tryline.

Ill-disciplined
Oban looked to score on 

a number of occasions with 
powerful runs from the likes of 
Connor Ferris, Jack Strachan 
and Corrie Louw. The away 
defence held firm but started 
to become ill-disciplined and 
lost a player to the sin bin with 

a few minutes remaining. Oban 
pushed and pushed for a try 
which eventually came on the 
last play of the game with prop 
Connor Ferris  forcing himself 
over the line.

 Unfortunately, the conver-
sion attempt was narrowly 
missed, meaning the visitors 
took the spoils 10-8 in what was 
a very physical encounter.

The Oban performance met 
the standards expected from 
the side over the few years 
showing that huge improve-
ments have been made over the 

past few weeks after a couple of 
heavy defeats.

This Saturday Oban make the 
long trip to face fellow league 
strugglers Stewartry RFC in 
Castle Douglas in what could 
prove to be a season defining 
game.

Home game
Oban Lorne’s next home 

fixture is against league new 
comers Greenock Wanderers 
RFC on Saturday October 21.

match started with uncontested 
scrums. 

Oban kicked to start, and fol-
lowed this up with some dom-
inant play, particularly strong 
ball carrying from the forwards 
allowing prop Ellie MacNiven 
to score within the opening 
minutes. After some strong 
tackles and Grange mouth 
errors, an Oban scrum on the 
half-way line allowed outside 
centre Erika Skofca to burst 
through the Grange mouth 
defence before offloading to 
winger Ellen Barlow to score 
under the posts.

The home side continued to 
challenge the visitors and a 
well-executed lineout allowed 
scrum-half Audrey Barr to ship 
the ball wide. A clever link by 
Skofca allowed inside centre 
Kelly Lamont an attempt at the 
try line, before popping the ball 
to winger Rachel MacDonald 
who sealed the team’s third 
try of the game. This brought 
the score to 21-0 after just 15 
minutes. Oban continued the 
pressure on Grangemouth’s 
five-metre line but the team in 
red maintained a good defen-
sive line and repeatedly drove 
the Green Army back. Number 
8 Camilla Leslie eventually 
burst over the line with great 
support from fellow forwards. 
A knock-on by green meant 
a Grangemouth scrum in the 
Oban half, with the visiting 
team looking dangerous for the 
first time as the ball was even-
tually held up over the line. 

With slippery conditions, 
the game was spattered with 
knock-ons and messy play by 
both sides, with an Oban scrum 
resulting in a second try for 
Barlow under posts. This was 
shortly followed by another try, 
this time following a convinc-
ing piece of individual running 
by Lamont. The Oban forwards 
were taking the ball forward 

bilities of their ball-handling 
skills, the backs were able to 
swing right from one wing to 
the other, and a carefully timed 
offload from Skofca allowed 
Lamont to shrug off tackles 
and score her second try under 
the posts. With the conversion 
for this try and 20 minutes of 
play still to go the referee un-
expectedly blew his whistle for 
full-time at the Grangemouth 
coach’s request. This meant 
the final score was 68-0 to the 
home team, maintaining their 

winning streak and yet to con-
cede any points in the league 
thus far. 

Oban ladies protect their 
position at the top of league 
and will take on Lismore at 
home next Sunday October 15 
at 2pm. All support is greatly 
appreciated. The team trains 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
6pm-7pm at Glencruitten. No 
prior experience necessary.

Oban Lorne Ladies celebrate their 68-0 win over Grangemouth Stagettes.

Oban Lorn girls’ shinty team have been sponsored by Hazel Aitkenhead and Cameron Douglas, who have just started their new 
venture at  Strathnaver Guest House on the Bealach an Righ, Oban. Pictured are the girls in their new training tops .

OBAN Lorne’s U18 side 
welcomed Stewartry RFC to 
North Connel on Saturday in 
what was Oban’s fourth fixture 
of the 2017/18 season.

The Oban team have im-
proved with every game this 
season and recorded an im-
pressive 12-12 draw at Newton 
Stewart last weekend.

Despite a number of unavail-
able players due to the school 
holidays, Oban still fielded a 
strong team with the game be-
ing played at 13-a-side to match 
Stewartry’s numbers in keeping 
with the spirit of the game.

Oban made a rusty start to the 
game and found themselves 5-0 
down after five minutes of play. 
The hosts failed to gather the 
kick-off and found themselves 
under increasing pressure near 
their line where the visitors 
eventually ran over for the first 
try of the game.

Under-18s go down to Stewartry
From the restart, Oban en-

joyed their first possession of 
the day and were looking very 
dangerous in attack with good 
runs from Lorne Sinclair, Ewan 
Shearer and Angus Harris 
MacLeod. After a period of 
pressure on the line centre Da-
vid Cameron crashed over for 
a well-worked try with Andrew 
Ritchie’s conversion giving a 
7-5 lead.

Oban were on top at this stage 
in the game and extended their 
lead with stand-off Ben Mac-
Farlane Barrow touching down 
for Oban’s second try. Another 
Ritchie conversion gave a 14-5 
lead.

Both sides played out a 
physical end of the first half as 
Stewartry responded with a try 
to narrow the score to 14-10.

Oban struggled to keep hold 
of the ball in the second half 
and were forced to defend time 
after time as Stewartry held 
most of the ball and territory in 
the game. 

Lorne Sinclair was forced 

off the pitch with 20 minutes 
remaining with a head knock 
meaning Oban lost one of their 
most prominent ball carriers 
for the closing stages of the 
game. A couple of try-saving 
tackles were made by fullback 
Andrew Ritchie and winger 
Sean Gordon as Stewartry 
pressed for another score.

Stewartry’s dominance with 
possession eventually took 
hold as they scored two further 
tries to lead 22-14. Oban did 
push hard late on with a Brych 
Hensman Martin try being 
disallowed as the winger was 
bundled into touch just before 
touching the ball down.

Despite a 22-14 defeat, Oban 
had played well for the most 
part, particularly in defence 
and were led well by captain 
Kieron Morrison.

Oban U18s have a week’s rest 
from league duty before they 
take on Bishopton away from 
home on October 21 .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2700
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

K Cameron
Hilton, Inverness

&

J McNeill
Glencruitten Rd, 
Oban
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 Kinlochshiel captain Scott Kennedy with the Marine Harvest 
Premiership Trophy. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Kinlochshiel crowned Marine 
Harvest Premiership champs 

Kinlochshiel’s Jordan Fraser gets ready to pull the trigger for one 
of his two goals. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

The victorious Kinlochshiel team after winning the Marine Harvest Premiership. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

KINLOCHSHIEL are Marine 
Harvest Premiership champions 
for the first time, Glengarry won 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2 and the Inveraray second team 
secured the Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 title following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
October 7.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd 0
Kinlochshiel 3
Kinlochshiel won the Marine 
Harvest Premiership title for 
the first time, getting the point 
they needed by beating Oban 
Camanachd 3-0 at Mossfield. 

A Saturday morning pitch 
inspection confirmed the 
game would go ahead and two 
busloads of supporters left 
Kyle for this much-anticipated 
encounter. 

Oban Camanachd manager 
Iain Hay was on holiday so 
Chris Eccleston and Fraser 
Inglis looked after the side. 
Gary McKerracher was free of 
his one-match ban, whilst Garry 
Lord was also back in the fold 
after completing his four-game 
ban following his sending off in 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi-final defeat to Lovat 
eight weeks earlier. Matt Rip-
pon started on the bench with 
the injured Scott McKillop the 
main Oban absentee.

Kinlochshiel were at full 
strength, with even the injured 
Gordie MacDonald, who made 
a second half appearance, tak-
ing a place on a packed bench. 

The first half was a nervy affair 
and whilst Kinlochshiel probably 
just edged it, Oban Camanachd 
were very much in the game. 
But the Kinlochshiel defence 
were strong with Scott Kennedy 
also playing his part, saving well 
from Daniel Cameron. 

Kinlochshiel manager John-
ston Gill had strong words for 
his troops at the break and there 
is no doubt they went up a gear 
in the second half. 

Jordan Fraser got the party 
started on 48 minutes when he 
finished off a superb flowing 
move which began with a Scott 
Kennedy goal-hit which the 
excellent Finlay MacRae played 
left to John MacRae. Jordan 
Fraser lost his marker and 
ran onto MacRae’s low cross, 
stretching to control the ball 
before sweeping it past Gavin 
Stobbart from point-blank 
range.

The goal relieved any Kin-
lochshiel tension, whilst Oban 
Camanachd’s heads seemed to 
go down. 

The visitors were stretching the 
Oban Camanachd defence and 
they tightened the screw on 69 

minutes when Jordan Fraser got 
his and Kinlochshiel’s second 
goal. Finlay MacRae did well 
to retain possession in midfield 
and Donald Nixon played the 
ball up the right channel. Oliver 
MacRae and Jordan Fraser kept 
the ball moving, feeding it to 
John MacRae, this time out in 
the right corner. Keith MacRae 
touched John MacRae’s cross 
to Oliver MacRae who found 
Jordan Fraser on the left. Fraser 
steadied himself before thun-
dering a back-hand effort across 
the keeper and into the net. 

Keith MacRae stayed out in 
front in the scoring charts when 
he made it 3-0 on 76 minutes. 
Again the move started with a 
Scott Kennedy goal-hit. Oliver 
MacRae flicked the ball to Fin-
lay MacRae, who charged down 
the left wing, exchanging passes 
with Jordan Fraser. MacRae 
sent the ball across the ‘D’ to 
Keith MacRae who was lurking 
at the back post. MacRae got 
just enough power in the shot 
to send it bobbling across Gavin 
Stobbart, beating the keeper at 
his right post.   

So Kinlochshiel become 
only the second team outwith 
Kingussie and Newtonmore to 
win shinty’s top flight, matching 
Fort William’s 2006 success. 

Kinlochshiel veteran keeper 
Scott Kennedy was presented 
with the Marine Harvest 
Premiership trophy by John An-
gus Gillies from sponsors Ma-
rine Harvest with Camanachd 
Association President Jim Barr 
also in attendance.   

The Kirkton side were Artemis 
Macaulay Cup winners last 
season but this triumph eclipses 
that achievement. The side suf-
fered a mid-season blip which 
saw them exit the cup compe-
titions, but they have shown 
great consistency in the league 
with their only Marine Harvest 
Premiership reverse this season 
coming at Glenurquhart.  

Kyles Athletic and Newton-
more also contributed to a tight 
title race which went right down 
to the final game of the season. 

Kinlochshiel came out on top 
and their celebrations got under 
way immediately after the final 
whistle. 

Oban Camanachd now head 
for The Eilan this Saturday to 
play Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup winners Newtonmore. 

After the match, Chris Eccle-
ston said: ‘It was a good game; 
well contested and whilst I felt 
you couldn’t fault our players’ 
effort, we just weren’t clinical 
enough at times in the game. 
Well done to Kinlochshiel 
though. To finish top of the 
league at the end of the season 
is a great achievement and 
they’ve shown themselves to be 
the best team. We’ll re-group 

for our match at Newtonmore 
this Saturday. We might have a 
couple of guys missing but that 
gives some of our youngsters a 
chance.’  

Kilmallie 1
Lovat 2
Kilmallie’s 2-1 defeat to Lovat 
in their 3pm throw-up at Canal 
Parks means they drop into the 
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion next season. 

Kilmallie’s Innes Blackhall 
served the second match of 
a two-game suspension for 
passing through the disciplinary 
points threshold, whilst Craig 
MacIsaac started a four-game 
ban which will carry through 
past the start of next season. 

Lovat’s Callum Cruden was 
also banned following his red 
card in last weekend’s Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup Final. 
Drew Howie was the only 
defender from the final to start, 
with Martin Mainland and Dan-
iel Grieve missing, although the 
latter was an unused substitute. 
Thomas Fraser and Danny Kelly 
started in wing back positions, 
whilst Craig Mainland dropped 
back to buckshee back. Ryan 
Ferguson went to centre and 
there was a first senior start 
for former Inverness youngster 
Chris Johnston at wing centre. 
Marc MacLachlan came into the 
forward line.

Greg Matheson and Lorne 
MacKay both scored twice 
when Lovat were 4-2 winners at 
Balgate earlier in the season, but 
this was a much closer affair.

This encounter was not for the 
faint-hearted with a number of 
heavy challenges. 

After a goal-less first half, 
Lovat broke the deadlock on 64 
minutes through Greg Mathe-
son. A long ball forward from 
Lorne MacKay went by Marc 
MacLachlan and his marker. 
Matheson ran in behind them 
and slotted the ball past keeper 
Shane Gillies to make it 1-0.

Lovat manager Fraser Gal-
lacher gave Jamie Buchan a 
debut on 74 minutes, replacing 
Chris Johnston. 

Cam Clark gave Kilmallie 
hope when he beat Scotland 
keeper Stuart MacDonald to 
make it 1-1 on 78 minutes. 

However, with just five minutes 
remaining, Lewis Tawse, who 
started in attack, put the Bal-
gate side back in front. A poor 
clearance out of the Kilmallie 
defence fell to Jamie Buchan 
and the debutant played a short 
pass to Lewis Tawse and, from 
15 yards out, hit a knee-high 
shot into the right hand corner 
of the net to make it 2-1.

Kilmallie boss Mark MacPher-
son pushed Steven Stewart 
forward for the closing stages 
but his side couldn’t get the goal 
that would have taken the rele-
gation battle to their final home 
meeting with Oban Camanachd.

Lovat’s final match of the sea-
son is away to Oban Camanachd 
at the end of the month when 
a win would guarantee them a 
third-placed league finish. 

Lochaber 1 
Newtonmore 1 
Lochaber will play premiership 
shinty next season after Lachlan 
Campbell’s goal 16 minutes 
from time earned them a 1-1 
draw with Newtonmore at Spean 
Bridge.

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
was without Martin Johnstone 
who was on holiday and Duncan 
MacKinnon who has missed the 
last three months with a knee 
injury.  

Newtonmore manager Paul 
John MacKintosh made a 
number of changes from the 
side which retained the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup a week 
earlier. Paul MacArthur had 
made it clear his appearance 
in goal would not be repeated 
so, with Norman Campbell on 
holiday, veteran Kenny Ross 
took over between the sticks 
and MacArthur returned to 
his more familiar midfield role. 
Steven MacDonald was back in 
defence following a two-match 
ban, but Fraser MacKintosh, 
Rory Kennedy, Andy MacKin-
tosh and Ackie MacRae were all 
missing, as was the suspended 
Conor Jones. Evan Menzies was 
carrying a knock so he started 
on the bench. 

The pitch was heavy for this 
end-to-end encounter and there 
was an early booking for New-
tonmore’s Steven MacDonald. 

Newtonmore had to replace 
Drew MacDonald on 31 min-
utes. MacDonald ran quickly 
in on Brian MacDonald’s blind 
side and the Lochaber man 
caught his opponent with his 
swing, earning a booking.

Drew MacDonald, who had 
earlier been on the receiving 
end of another heavy challenge, 
had to be replaced, with Evan 
Menzies coming on in his place. 

The Lochaber forward line of 
Stuart Callison, Zandz Fergu-
son, Shaun Nicolson and Lachie 
Campbell created a few first half 
chances and Kenny Ross saved 
Newtonmore on more than one 
occasion. Ross did well to deny 
Shaun Nicolson and Zandz 
Ferguson as well as making an 
outstanding double-save with 
his chest. 

Michael Russell was also 
excellent in the Newtonmore 
defence. 

Stuart Mitchell came off the 
Newtonmore bench to replace 
David Fraser in defence on 53 
minutes. 

Evan Menzies broke the 
deadlock on 68 minutes when he 
latched onto the ball following 
an attempted clearance and, 
after scoring the winning goal in 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup Final seven days earlier, 
Menzies ran across goal and 
fired a well-struck shot into the 
net. 

Lachlan Campbell got a price-
less equaliser on 74 minutes. 
Campbell ran out onto the 
wing to win possession before 
exchanging passes with Zander 
Ferguson and then crashing a 
powerful shot, high to the keep-
er’s left to make it 1-1.

Newtonmore lost full centre 
Iain Richardson with 15 minutes 
remaining after the Scotland 
U21 hopeful was carried off 
the field following a challenge. 
Jamie Robinson, who was carry-
ing a rib injury, came on in his 
place. 

A couple of minutes later, 
Lochaber were reduced to 11 
players. Brian MacDonald 
challenged Evan Menzies for 
possession. MacDonald lost grip 
of his stick but rather than give 
Menzies a free shot at goal, he 
impeded the Camanachd Cup 
match-winner and referee Andy 
MacLean was left with little op-
tion but to flash a second yellow 
card. 

Stuart Matheson came on late 
in the game for Lochaber but it 
was Newtonmore who pressed, 
trying to use their one-man 
advantage, but they couldn’t 
find a winner and, at the end of 
a bruising encounter, the sides 
had to settle for a share of the 
points.  

Lochaber manager Ally Fer-
guson was a content man after-
wards: ‘It proved to be a valuable 
point and I felt we deserved it,’ 
he said. ‘The players were up for 
it and we edged the first half so 
I’m delighted to take the point, 
especially after going a man 
down for the closing stages.

‘The result takes the pressure 
off and, when our second team 
have completed their fixtures, 
we will sit down as a club to 
prepare for next season.

‘I believe we have a good squad 
but you have to show consistency 
at this level and a successful 
clubs needs everyone to pull 
together in the same direction. 

‘We showed great character 
today though and there is plenty 
to build on for next season.’

Kyles Athletic P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
The match between Kyles Ath-
letic and Glasgow Mid Argyll 
was originally scheduled for 
Tighnabruaich but an unplaya-
ble field led to a Friday switch 
of venue to the Dunoon Stadium 
and a noon throw-up.

However, the Dunoon pitch 
failed a Saturday morning 
inspection so the sides will try 
again at Tighnabruaich this 
Saturday. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Fort William 4
Skye Camanachd 4 
Fort William’s promotion 
chances suffered a blow when 
they drew 4-4 with champions 
Skye Camanachd in their 3pm 
throw-up at An Aird

There was a 9am pitch inspec-
tion on Saturday when the field 
was passed playable.

Fort William went into the 
match challenging Caberfeidh 
for the second promotion spot to 
shinty’s top division. Caberfeidh 
have completed their league 
programme and held a three 
point advantage. Fort William 
had two matches remaining but 
Caberfeidh’s goal difference is 
such that Fort William knew 
they needed to win both games 
to keep their promotion hopes 
alive.

Fort William manager Victor 
Smith suffered a pre-match blow 
with Bryan Simpson unavailable. 

Skye boss Willie Cowie 
remained without keeper Iain 

MacLeod through work com-
mitments so Ryan Morrison 
continued to deputise in goal. 
Jordan Murchison remained on 
the injury list, whilst youngster 
Connor Gilpin was on holiday. 
Neil MacVicar, Ally ‘Cleodi’ 
MacLeod and Stewart Grant 
were unavailable from the 
squad which beat Inveraray in 
the team’s last outing so Daniel 
Morrison was recalled and start-
ed on the bench. There were 
first call-ups for U17 trio James 
Morrison, Martin Pringle and 
Sam MacPhee with Morrison 
starting in defence where he 
played the full 90 minutes.

Skye started well and created 
a couple of chances but it was 
Fort William who raced into a 
two-goal lead. Alexander Mac-
Millan opened the scoring on 12 
minutes with shot from the edge 
of the ‘D’. 

Fort William again broke from 
midfield from the re-start and 
Graham Campbell gave Ryan 
Morrison in the Skye goal no 
chance with a shot from 15 
yards. 

Skye pulled a goal back on 22 
minutes when Will Cowie netted 
with a low, back-hand shot from 
20 yards, to the right of the goal. 

James Pringle made it 2-2 with 
five first half minutes remain-
ing. Pringle took the ball onto 
his left side and finished well, 
sending the ball into the roof of 
the net. 

Skye had the wind in their 
favour in the second half and 
Danny Morrison turned the 
match their way, scoring with a 
low shot from 18 yards out on 
the right. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday October 7
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kilmallie 1 v 2 Lovat 
Kyles Ath P v P Glasgow MA
Unplayable pitch
Lochaber 1 v 1 Newtonmore
Oban Caman 0 v 3 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William 4 v 4 Skye 
Oban Celtic 3 v 3 Beauly 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William P v P A’deen Uni
Unplayable pitch
Beauly 0 v 7 Kingussie 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute v Aberdour
Glenorchy v Ballachulish 
Kilmory v Lochside Rovers 
Kyles Athletic v Tayforth
All games postponed due to 
unplayable pitches 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh P v P Lochaber 
Lochaber unable to field a 
team, points to Caberfeidh
Kilmallie P v P Glengarry
Glengarry unable to field a 
team, walkover to Kilmallie
Lochcarron P v P Srathspey  
Unplayable pitch 
Strathglass P v P Lovat
Lovat unable to field a team, 
poins to Srathglasss 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour P v P Oban Lorn
Oban Lorn unable to field a 
team, points to Aberdour 
Bute P v P Dunoon
Unplayable field
Inveraray 5 v 0 Glasgow MA

Inveraray after their 5-0 win over Glasgow Mid Argyll which clinched the Marine Harvest South Division Two championship.
Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Saturday October 14
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA 
Ross Brown
Newtonmore v Oban Caman
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Oban Celtic v Inveraray  
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel v Beauly  
Ronnie Campbell  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Kilmory  
Iain Kennedy 
Bute v Glenorchy  
David Mitchell - 3pm
Lochside Rovers v  Kyles Ath 
Lachie Wood
Taynuilt v Col Glen  
John Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Lochaber  
John Matheson
Glengarry v Lovat   
Brian MacKay
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh  
Des McNulty  
Lochcarron v Strathglass   
Scott McNeil

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Euan Pearson - noon
Inveraray v Dunoon  
Graham Fisher

All throw-ups 2.30pm, unless 
stated.

Fort William worked the wings 
well throughout the match and 
the pendulum swung their way 
when Lachie Shaw made it 3-3 
on the hour. Seven minutes 
later, Sean Cameron capitalised 
on a defensive mistake to put the 
hosts 4-3 ahead. 

Skye had only lost five goals in 
13 league matches and they had 
now lost a further four goals in 
this game alone. 

Martin Pringle came off the 
Skye bench, replacing Danny 
Morrison, to make his senior de-
but and produced a good strike, 
hitting the ball well to grab the 
equalising goal which keeps 
Skye’s unbeaten record intact. 

There were chances at both 
ends during the final stages of 
the match and Fort William 
must now beat Inveraray by 13 
goals in their final league match 
if they are to pip Caberfeidh 
for second spot. That match is 
scheduled for Saturday October 
28 at An Aird. 

Oban Celtic 3
Beauly 3 
Oban Celtic and Beauly shared 
the points following a six-goal 
thriller at Ganavan.

Oban Celtic missed no fewer 
than four players though sus-
pension as Ross MacMillan, 
David MacInnes, Michael 
MacKinnon and Fulton Ronald 
sat this one out. Andy Hunt, Lee 
Askew, Robert Alexander and 
Ally McKerracher all remained 
sidelined through injury, al-
though McKerracher hopes to 
be fit for this weekend’s home 
game against Inveraray.

Beauly were also hit by sus-
pension as Robbie Brindle’s red 
card in the defeat to Caberfeidh 
a fortnight earlier triggered a 
one-match ban.

Celtic created a number of 
chances during the opening 15 
minutes but couldn’t find the 
back of the net. 

They were made to pay on 19 
minutes when Jack MacDonald 
drove the ball into the corner of 
the net.

Oban Celtic replied six minutes 
later when Daniel MacMillan 
rounded Beauly keeper Josh 
Grant to level the score.

Daniel Madej’s driving runs 
were causing the Beauly defence 
problems, whilst full forward 
Andy MacDonald was also 
proving to be a handful.

The sides went into the break 
level with the hosts feeling they 
should have been in front. 

Oban Celtic took the lead for 
the first time in the match on 52 
minutes when Andy MacDonald 
did well to pull the ball down 
with his back to goal and turn. 
But his shot deflected off the 
Beauly full back, falling kindly 
into the path of the on-rushing 
Daniel MacMillan who notched 
his second with a neat finish.

With the home support urging 
Oban Celtic to push on and put 
the game to bed, disaster struck 
on 55 minutes. A needless foul, 
given away on the halfway line, 
was played up to Jack MacDon-
ald who struck a shot, a foot off 
the ground, beyond Oban Celtic 
keeper Iain MacFarlane to 
make it 2-2.

Things got worse for the hosts 
from the re-start. Beauly won 
the centre and attacked the 
Celtic goal but the home defence 
bundled it out for a corner. 
Poor marking allowed Angus 
Renwick to thump the ball high 
into the net to make it 3-2 with 
56 minutes played.

The Celtic players were 
stunned to lose their lead in a 
90-second period but Beauly’s 
tails were now up and the visitors 
rattled both the post and bar but 
were unable to add to their lead. 

With 15 minutes remaining, 
Oban Celtic upped their game 
with both Andy MacDonald 
and Daniel Madej passing up 
opportunities to equalise.

With just eight minutes re-
maining, Oban Celtic notched 
a deserved leveller. Iain 
MacKechnie’s ball from the 
centre line found Daniel Madej 
who killed the ball before turn-
ing, leaving his marker standing, 
and pushing in on goal. Madej 
could have played the ball but he 
opted to retain possession and 
danced around the full back and 
goalkeeper to tap the ball into 
the empty net to make it 3-3.

Oban Celtic had a chance to 
win the game late on when the 
ball broke to their top performer 
Andy MacDonald, who had 
more time then he thought, but 
he blazed the ball over the bar.

The match was great enter-
tainment for the supporters 
and whilst it was Beauly’s final 
game of the season, Oban Celtic 
will complete their campaign at 
home to Inveraray this Saturday. 

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
said: ‘We really should have 
made more of our chances in the 
first half. However it’s another 
point and another step on our 
learning curve. I would really 
like to see how we’d do if we 
could get our best 12 players on 
the field every week but I sup-
pose all teams will say the same.’

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Beauly 0 
Kingussie 7
The Kingussie colts were 
too strong for their Beauly 
counter-parts, winning 7-0 at 
Braeview Park.

Ruaridh Anderson gave Kin-
gussie the lead on 21 minutes 
before Dylan Borthwick’s 29th 
minute strike made it 2-0 at the 
break. 

Roddy Young added a third on 
65 minutes and the goals started 
to flow.  A second from Dylan 
Borthwick on 68 minutes and 
Roddy Young’s second on 71 
minutes made it 5-0.  

The Kingussie young guns in 
attack were proving too hot to 
handle and Dylan Borthwick 
took his tally to four goals with 
strikes on 75 and 83 minutes.

The win completes Kingussie’s 
season and they will finish third 
in the league. 

Bottom of the table Beauly 
still have two matches remaining 
and would need to win both by 
big margins to escape the drop. 

Fort William P
Aberdeen University P  
The noon encounter between 
the Fort William seconds and 
Aberdeen University was post-
poned on Friday when it was 
decided An Aird could not take 
two matches.

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory P
Lochside Rovers P 
Lochside Rovers will have to 
wait for the chance to finally 
clinch the Marine Harvest South 
Division 1 title after their match 
against second-placed Kilmory 
was postponed on Saturday 
morning as MacRae Park was 
waterlogged.

Lochside now need to take 
something from their home 
meeting with the Kyles Athletic 
second team this Saturday to 
secure the title. 

Lochside’s Craig MacDougall 
will miss that match through 
suspension.

Glenorchy P
Ballachulish P 
The meeting between Glenorchy 
and Ballachulish was called off 
on Saturday morning as Mart 
Park was unplayable. Bottom of 

the table Glenorchy have now 
only played twice since the end 
of July and with six matches still 
to fulfil, they could be playing 
well into November.

Ballachulish have won their 
last two outings and their atten-
tions now turn to a game against 
Kilmory at Jubilee Park this 
Saturday.   

Bute P 
Aberdour P 
The 3pm throw-up between 
Bute and Aberdour will be re-
scheduled as The Meadows was 
unplayable.

Kyles Athletic P
Tayforth P 
There was disappointment for 
the Kyles Athletic second team 
and Tayforth as their noon 
throw-up at Tighnabruaich 
was postponed because of an 
unplayable pitch.

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Strathglass W/O
 v Lovat 
The Strathglass seconds were 
awarded the points when the 
Lovat seconds were unable to 
raise a team for their reserve 
derby at Cannich.

Caberfeidh W/O
v Lochaber  
The Lochaber reserves were 
unable to raise a team for 
their clash with the Caberfeidh 
reserves at Castle Leod so Ca-
berfeidh take the points.

Kilmallie P
Glengarry P 
With the Lochaber seconds 
failing to fulfil their fixture, 
Glengarry clinched the Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 title 
even although their noon throw 
up against the Kilmallie seconds 
was postponed as Canal Parks 
was unable to host two matches. 

The teams had also been 
scheduled to contest the 2017 
Mod Cup.

Lochcarron P
Strathspey Camanachd P 
An unplayable Battery Park led 
to the Friday afternoon post-
ponement of the game between 
Lochcarron and Strathspey 
Camanachd.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Inveraray 5
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
The Inveraray second team fi-
nally won Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 when they defeated 
Glasgow Mid Argyll seconds 
5-0.

This was Inveraray’s home 
match but after three failed at-
tempts to get the fixture played, 
Inveraray agreed to reverse the 
fixture from The Winterton to 
Yoker.

Inveraray travelled with a 
blend of youth and experience 
and the young visiting defence 
coped well with a spell of early 
GMA pressure with Lewis Cam-
eron, 17, captain Alan Cameron, 
18, playing their usual solid, 
consistent games. 

However, it was the experi-
enced Inveraray forward pairing 

of Garry MacPherson and David 
Robertson who scored on 21 and 
37 minutes to give Inveraray a 
2-0 interval lead. 

Former Strachur team mates 
Ross Montgomery, 17, and 
Andrew Wilson, were having a 
good battle during the second 
half but the GMA forwards 
couldn’t find a way past the In-
veraray defence and a stubborn 
Graham MacPherson in the 
Inveraray goal. 

David Robertson completed 
his hat-trick with goals on 60 
and 72 minutes and could have 
netted a fourth but missed the 
target from two yards out when 
it looked easier to score. 

Inveraray introduced Coll 
MacKay, 14, Andrew Fraser, 16, 
and Hamish MacLennan, 17, 
who all made an impact on the 
game. 

Inveraray centre David 
MacPherson completed the 
scoring when his low shot 
squeezed past the young GMA 
keeper to make it 5-0, the same 
scoreline as when the sides met 
in Glasgow earlier in the season. 

Inveraray have one match to 
go and they will be determined 
to go through the league season 
undefeated with Dunoon Cama-
nachd standing in their way. 

That match is scheduled for 
The Winterton this Saturday 
when Inveraray will be present-
ed with the Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 title which will 
be added to the Bullough Cup 
won earlier in the season.    

Aberdour W/O
v Oban Lorn 
The Aberdour seconds were 
awarded the points when Oban 
Lorn were unable to raise a team 
for their contest at Silversands.

Bute P
Dunoon Camanachd P 
The noon encounter between 
Bute second team and Dunoon 
Camanachd was postponed as 
The Meadows was unplayable.

WCA round-up
Skye Camanachd are just a point 
away from clinching a second 
successive Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division 1 title following 
the weekend’s Women’s Cama-
nachd Association shinty action 
on Sunday October 8.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Fort William 7
Aberdour 5 
Fort William recorded their sec-
ond league success of the season 
when they beat Aberdour 7-5 in 
their 1pm throw-up at An Aird.

Zoe Smith scored four times 
for Fort William whilst an 
Ashleigh Fraser brace and a 
Shannon Wilson effort made up 
their tally. Doubles from Niamh 
Donnelly and Katy Smith and a 
Katie Booth strike counted for 
Aberdour.

Lovat 
Skye Camanachd W/O 
Lovat were unable to raise a 
team for their match against 
Skye Camanachd at Balgate 
so the islanders were awarded 
the points, whilst Lovat were 
deducted a point.

Skye now require just one point 

from their final league match 
against fellow title contenders 
Lochaber at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree, to seal a second succes-
sive Marine Harvest National 
Division 1 title.

The match between Skye and 
Lochaber is scheduled for Sat-
urday November 4. 

Badenoch W/O
v Glasgow Mid Argyll 0 
Badenoch were awarded the 
points when Glasgow Mid Ar-
gyll were unable to raise a team 
for their journey north.

GMA have been deducted a 
point.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Inverness 4
Glenurquhart 4
Inverness and Glenurquhart 
shared the points following a 
4-4 draw in their 1pm throw-up 
at the Bught Park. 

Katie MacMillan scored all 
four Inverness goals, whilst 
Hazel Hunter netted four times 
for Glenurquhart. 

Glengarry P
Lochaber P 
The derby meeting between 
Glengarry and Lochaber was 
postponed as Craigard failed a 
pitch inspection. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Lorn Ladies v
Glasgow Mid Argyll W/O
Lorn Ladies were unable to field 
a team for their match against 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team so GMA have been award-
ed the points.

Oban Lorn W/O
v Dunadd
Oban Lorn were given a walk-
over when Dunadd were able to 
raise a team for their match.

London Shield 
Final
The arrangements for the 2017 
London Shield Final have been 
confirmed. 

Kingussie U17 and Oban 
Camanachd U17 will meet in 
the final at An Aird on Saturday  
November 4.  

Throw-up is at 1.30pm and 
Deek Cameron is the match 
referee. 

Iomain Cholmcille X
Iomain Cholmcille X takes place 
in Fort William on Saturday 
October 14.

The international shinty/hurl-
ing festival for Gaelic speakers 
marks ten years with its biggest 
event yet at Mòd Lochaber.

The event has previously been 
hosted in Glasgow, Oban and 
Skye but this is the first time it 
will take place in Fort William. 

Alba manager Iain Sinclair 
will be without Newtonmore’s 
Iain Robinson for the matches 
against Micheal Breathnach 
GAA and Fir Uladh GAA as 
he has been withdrawn from 
the squad whilst some of the 
Skye contingent miss out as they 
attend a wedding.  

Dr Ciorstag NicLeòid and Ka-
ren MacKinnon will be in charge 
of the women’s team once more 
as they face the camogs of Cois 
Fharraige.

There will also be a youth 
match for the first time at 
11.30am. 

Event organiser Eoghan 
Stewart said: ‘We are delighted 
to take the tenth Iomain Cholm-
cille to Fort William for the first 
time and, of course, to be here at 
the same time as the Lochaber 
Mòd.

‘We are grateful to Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig for sponsoring the men’s 
teams and we are all looking 
forward to competitive matches 
at all levels. I’m sure everyone 
will enjoy a great day of shinty, 
hurling and Gaelic.’

A packed schedule at An Aird 
runs as follows:

Hurling play-off - Fir Uladh v 
Micheál Breathnach, 10.30am.

Cuach a’ Bhùird - Alba Òg v 
Gaelcholaiste Doire, 11.30am.

Shinty/hurling demo - Alba v 
Fir Uladh / Micheál Breathnach, 
12.45pm.

Corn Sgàthach - Alba v Cois 
Fharraige, 2pm.

Corn Cholmcille - Alba v 
Èire (Fir Uladh or Micheál 
Breathnach, 3.30pm.

Kilmallie’s Liam MacDonald and Lovat’s Craig Mainland during last 
weekend’s Marine Harvest Premiership match.

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.
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Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Youth football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 12, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 04.14 1.2 09.57 3.2 17.01 1.5 22.59 2.9
Fri 05.25 1.4 11.37 3.0 18.27 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sat 01.24 2.9 06.44 1.5 13.55 3.2 20.11 1.6
Sun 02.45 3.1 08.04 1.4 15.02 3.4 21.24 1.4
Mon 03.39 3.3 09.11 1.2 15.45 3.6 22.12 1.2
Tues 04.17 3.5 10.03 1.0 16.18 3.8 22.51 1.0
Wed 04.47 3.7 10.46 0.8 16.50 4.0 23.25 0.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
16

14

Thursday Cloudy with heavy rain later
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 13ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Oban Saints 
no game; Premier Division One 
– Rutherglen 3, Campbeltown 
Pupils 2; Premier Division 
Two – Cardross v Tarbert 
postponed; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 7, FC Argyle 4.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: West 
of Scotland Cup, third round 
- Braehead v Oban Saints; 
East Kilbride Rolls Royce v 
Helensburgh; Premier Division 
One – Campbeltown Pupils  
v Barrhead Arky; Premier 
Division Two – Carlton YM v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Tarbert 
v Castlemilk. 

DUE to the October school 
holidays the youth teams are 
taking a well earned break and 
will return to action when the 
schools go back. 

Saints on 
West Cup 
duty this 
weekend

Golf

Hundreds fl ock to Kerrera 
for Craggy Island triathlon

OBAN Saints return to West of 
Scotland Cup duty on Saturday  
when they travel to Paisley 
to take on Braehead of the 
Glasgow and District Saturday 
Morning AFL in the third 
round.

Braehead are a relatively new 
team founded in 2012 and they 
play at St James Playing Fields 
in Paisley.

Braehead received a bye in the 
first round and in round two 
they came from 2-0 down to 
beat Ayrshire Division Two side 
Darvel Victoria 4-3.

Braehead were eliminated 
from the Scottish Amateur Cup 
two weeks ago losing 6-0 away 
to Dumbarton Academy FPs 
from the Caledonian League.

In their domestic League 
Cup competition they defeated 
AC Milanda 2-0, Renfrew 2-1, 
Glasgow Islay 5-3 before going 
down 4-3 to Blantyre. They 
have only played one league 
game and that was last Saturday 
when they recorded a 4-1 away 
win over Bridgend.

This will be a tricky tie for 
Saints but hopefully they will be 
at full strength and their greater 
cup experience will come to 
the fore and they can progress 
to the fourth round of the 
competition.

Football

RESULT of Colliag Cup sec-
ond round - 1 David Thomson 
72-13=59;  2 Andy Ronald 
68-7=61; 3 David Currie  79-
17=62. Overall result - 1 David 
Howie 62+63=125;  2 Robert 
MacLarty 64+63=127;  3 Mark 
Henricksen 64+64=128.

Golf
Taynuilt result

Thumbs up from Oban’s Ali 
MacVicar.

Mud, sweat and tears as 
competitors battle the course.

Brendan O’Hara, MP for Argyll 
and Bute, ready to start the 
triathlon with the air horn. 

JAMIE Elson won the inaugu-
ral Jordan’s Ayla Golf Champi-
onship in a tense play-off last 
Saturday, holing a four-foot 
birdie putt on the second extra 
hole to beat fellow Englishman 
Luke Joy in an exciting finish to 
the first professional golf event 
in the country.

However, Oban’s Robert 
MacIntyre, playing in his first 
professional tournament, fired a 
sizzling nine-under par 64 to set 
a new course record, eclipsing 
a 67 shot by Sweden’s Henric 
Sturehed in the second round 
to move into a four-way share 
for third on six-under after an 
action-packed day.

England’s Joe Heraty, who 
carded a bogey-free 68, Italy’s 
Rocco Sanjust (67) and Sture-
hed (73) joined MacIntyre in the 
group, four clear of the English 
duo Zane Scotland and Lee 
Corfield and Sweden’s Fredrik 
From.

MacIntyre, tied for 15th at 

the start, produced the round 
of the tournament to make his 
professional debut an event to 
remember.

‘I was far off from the field 
after a disappointing 78 in 
the opening round and had 
nothing to lose. I played more 
aggressively and that approach 
paid off,’ said the Glencruitten 
golfer, who eagled the final 
hole after hitting his nine-iron 
approach from 168 yards to 
within nine yards. I can take a 
lot of confidence out of the last 
two bogey-free rounds, a lot of 
positives,’ said the 21-year-old. 

The MENA Tour now travels 
to Kuwait for the Sahara Kuwait 
Golf Championship to be held 
from October 16 to 18, the last 
event on this year’s schedule be-
fore the field whittles down for 
the 72-hole Tour Championship 
hosted by Al Zorah Golf Club in 
Ajman from October 23 to 26.

An initiative of the Shaikh 
Maktoum Golf Foundation, 

the MENA Tour was created in 
2011 with the aim of developing 
golf in the region. It is affiliated 
to the R&A, the worldwide golf 
governing body based in the 
home of golf, St Andrews, and 
the Arab Golf Federation, and 
enjoys the Official World Golf 
Ranking (OWGR) status.

A guaranteed spot on the PGA 
Tour’s 2018 DEAN & DELU-
CA Invitational (for the MENA 
Tour champion), multiple Euro-
pean Tour starts, including the 
Omega Dubai Desert Classic, 
the Hassan II Trophy, Maybank 
Championship Malaysia, and 
the KLM Open, are some of 
the added incentives that await 
MENA Tour members, in 
addition to playing privileges on 
the Sunshine Tour, and exemp-
tions into the final stage of the 
Sunshine Tour and Asian Tour 
Q-Schools.

Bob sets new course record in
fi rst professional tournament

Glencruitten Golf Club’s Robert MacIntyre broke the course record in Jordan’s Ayla Championshp 
last weekend. Photo: Bounce Sports

Swimmers set o�  for Kerrera for the � rst pat of the triathlon
First man home on day one was 

Andy King from Aberdeen.

Swimmers prepare for the start of the 2017 Craggy Island Triathlon. Photos: Kevin McGlynn

www.facebook.com/obantimes

HUNDREDS of competitors 
ran, swam and cycled around 
Kerrera last weekend in the 
annual Craggy Island Triathlon.

Some 450 people took part in 

the event, which raised thou-
sands of pounds for the Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team.

The triathlon is made up of a 
swim from Gallanach to the isle 
of Kerrera, a 14km bike ride, 
and an 8km run over bumpy off-
road terrain.

Eliot Sedman finished the race 
in the fastest time of 01:32:17, 
while Oban’s Tim Brand was the 
quickest over the age of 50 with 
a time of 01:37:02.

Marie Meldrum was the fastest 
female with her time of 01:42:20.

Event organiser Paul McGreal, 
of Durty Events, said: ‘It was 
fantastic. There were lots of 
happy, smiley faces and lots of 
people completing the course 
– and everyone was completely 
plastered in mud by the end of it.

‘On day one we had 211 com-
petitors and probably about 
double that in terms of specta-
tors. On day two we had around 
240 competitors and loads of 
spectators – there was a really 
good atmosphere.’

The event had a wide range of 

people taking part, with chil-
dren from 10 year -old to adults 
aged 60 plus.

Co-organiser, Duncan Mac-
Eachen of Oban Mountain 
Rescue, said: ‘A big thank you to 
all the marshals, the mountain 
rescue team, helpers and the 
community of Kerrera.’

Paul added: ‘We are really 
thankful to the folk on Kerrera. 
They support the race in a mas-
sive way.’

Triathlon
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ALMOST 1,800 people who receive den-
tal care through NHS Highland’s public 
dental service clinic in Fort William have 
been informed they will now be treated by 
the town’s M & S Dental Care practice, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

NHS Highland said it, as with all health 
boards in Scotland, is required to ensure 
its Public Dental Service (PDS) is focused 
on delivering services for patients with ad-
ditional needs who cannot always access 
services from a high street dentist.

An increasing number of high street 
dental practices within Highland region 
are now offering NHS registration ensur-
ing patients previously registered with the 
Public Dental Services, but who have no 
additional needs, have ongoing access to 
NHS dental services.

NHS Highland confirmed to the Loch-

aber Times this week that 1,767 patients 
have received a letter advising their future 
NHS dental care will be provided by M&S 
Dental Care, in Glen Nevis Place.

The letters were sent after PDS clini-
cians identified them as being suitable for 
transfer to M & S Dental Care.

‘This is because the PDS is primarily 
focused on providing services for those 
patients with additional needs which 
result in them being unable to access part 
or all of their care through a high street 
dentist,’ an NHS Highland spokesperson 
said. ‘In addition, the PDS provides 
access to patients living in rural areas 
where there is no GDP/high street service 
available. Transferring patients from the 
PDS to NHS-committed GDP practices 
means capacity is freed up within the 
PDS to focus and prioritise the delivery of 

services for these patient groups.’ 
But not everyone is happy about the 

enforced switch. John Fotheringham, 
chairman of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community Council, 
is happy with the dental care he receives 
from the PDS.

‘This looks like NHS Highland saving 
money at our expense and when I asked 
about this I was told there is no right of 
appeal,’ said Mr Fotheringham. 

‘To be told there is no right of appeal is 
appalling and I think this is more to do 
with the £47million shortfall in funding 
NHS Highland faces more than anything 
else.

Mr Fotheringham said he now intends 
writing to NHS Highland’s clinical dental 
director John Lyon to lodge his personal 
objection to the transfer of dental patients. 

Assurances over transfer of NHS dental patients

EXCITEMENT is building in 
Fort William as the town gets 
ready to welcome thousands 
of musicians, singers and rev-
ellers this week for the Royal 
National Mòd 2017.

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar pupil Laura Rob-

ertson, 12, is just one of a 
record-breaking number of 
competitors gearing up for a 
packed week of competition, 
starting on Saturday.

‘I’m really looking forward to 
it, I love the Mòd,’ she said.

The Mòd begins on Friday 

evening with a torchlight 
procession through the centre 
of Fort William, with compe-
titions beginning on Saturday 
morning. For all the build-up 
to the festival, see our Royal 
National Mòd preview inside 
this week’s Lochaber Times. 

A SENIOR Lochaber councillor 
has expressed concern that 
proposed reforms to the govern-
ance of Scottish education will 
pave the way for what he called a 
‘raft of Soviet-style commissars’ 
decreeing what will happen in 
local schools.

Andrew Baxter, councillor for 
Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan and chairman of Highland 
Council’s Lochaber Area Com-
mittee, flagged up his fears dur-
ing the committee’s discussion 
last week on Scottish Education 
Secretary’s John Swinney’s con-
troversial proposals.

Earlier this year, Mr Swinney, 
also Deputy First Minister, 
unveiled proposals to set up 
‘regional improvement col-
laboratives’ aimed at pooling 
and strengthening resources to 
support learning and teaching 
in schools.

This was to be part of a bigger 
tranche of reforms designed to 

Fear over proposed 
education reforms
MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

tackle the attainment gap and 
improve standards in schools. 
The collaboratives were to be 
led by a regional director, who 
would report directly to the 
chief inspector of education.

But there was a backlash from 
local authority umbrella group, 
COSLA, which slammed Mr 
Swinney’s proposals claiming 
they would severely dimnish 
meaningful local democratic 
accountability for education in 
Scotland.

And there were accusations it 
amounted to a cynical ‘power 
grab’ by the government and 
that the changes would sideline 
council officials and local au-
thority education committees.

The result was talks with the 
government which have resulted 
in an agreement that each local 
authority will have an input to 
one of six regional collaboratives 
in partnership with Education 
Scotland.

It has been reported these 
collaboratives will be account-
able to the collaborating local 

authorities as well as reporting 
to the chief inspector.

But Mr Baxter remains 
unconvinced and told fellow 
councillors, including Highland 
Council leader Margaret Da-
vidson, who was present, that 
the roll of the council in local 
education would be diminished 
under the government plans as 
they stand.

‘The government programme 
seems to actually be more about 
dressing up the centralisation of 
education and then giving the 
impression of the devolution of 
education,’ said Mr Baxter.

‘It is almost as if they were 
intending a raft of Soviet-style 
commissars decreeing what 
happens in our schools. What-
ever side of the political debate 
you are on, these needs to be 
discussed at local level because 
this is the biggest fundamental 
change to the education system 
for a generation and it is only 
right it is discussed at a local 
level.

‘And it is right to have the 

opportunity to influence Gov-
ernment thinking before this 
goes through parliament.’

Mrs Davidson told the meet-
ing: ‘I think the devil will be 
in the detail. The real issues 
are about regional governance 
and how attainment will be 
improved.’

She added: ‘Who head teach-
ers will be reporting to is still 
not clear. I’m all for collabora-
tion but the last thing we need 
is having all roads leading to 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate [of 
Education] and the Deputy First 
Minister.’

Asked if he felt a bit more 
reassured following news of Mr 
Swinney’s climbdown on some 
elements of the reforms, Mr 
Baxter remained sceptical.

He told the Lochaber Times: 
‘I’m worried that we [local 
authorities] will be left with all 
the bits no-one else wants, such 
as additional support needs and 
Gaelic support – the most expen-
sive bits. I’m still not convinced 
this [latest agreement with CO-
SLA] isn’t anything more than a 
bit of window dressing.’

Committee members noted 
the council has agreed to work 
with the Government, including 
through bodies such as COSLA 
and the Northern Alliance, in a 
bid to influence the proposals in 
a more positive and constructive 
direction.

Councillors also agreed to seek 
view on the proposals through 
discussions in their own commu-
nities, particularly through talks 
with parent councils.

Fort William tuned in and ready to 
welcome Royal National Mòd 2017

HOUSING is key to the eco-
nomic prosperity of Lochaber 
and the wider Highlands, 
according to Highland Council 
leader Margaret Davidson.

At its meeting last week, at 
which Mrs Davidson was pres-
ent, councillors on the Lochaber 
Area Committee heard how the 
area is experiencing significant 
growth in a number of sectors, 
including tourism and manu-
facturing. Lochaber councillors 
originally agreed local priorities 
for the area in 2015. Members 
have now reviewed these prior-
ities and agreed they should be 

further refined and supported 
by a local action plan. 

As well as housing, key prior-
ities identified include tourism, 
infrastructure, education, com-
munity works and health.

Lochaber Area Committee 
chairman Councillor Andrew 
Baxter said it is important Loch-
aber’s priorities are reflected in 
the council’s programme.

‘We are well placed to take 
advantage of the many oppor-
tunities, such as airline issues, 
improved cruise liner infra-
structure and current exchange 
rates to further develop our 

tourism economy. Housing is 
high up in our priorities, but it 
must be the right mix of housing 
and we are in particular need of 
affordable housing for families. 
We plan to develop a specific 
housing strategy for Lochaber 
which addresses local needs.

Mrs Davidson added: ‘If we 
don’t get housing right, we won’t 
get our economic development 
right. We have real impetus and 
excellent support for achieving 
ambitious housing development 
and we are investing in infra-
structure and exploring land 
options.’ 

Housing key to Lochaber’s prosperity
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We are all 
extremely 
proud of your 
achievements 
and delighted 
we can 
share this 
celebration 
with you ”

  
Lydia Rohmer

UHI Principal

FW

PROUD families and friends 
gathered at the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William, for this year’s 
West Highland College Univer-
sity of the Highland and Islands 
(UHI) graduation ceremony.

More than 100 students 
donned their gowns on Friday 
to celebrate their success with 
achievements from HNCs to 
degree and postgraduate level 
being recognised.

The ceremony began with 
an academic procession led by 
professor Clive Mulholland, 
principal and vice chancellor 
of the UHI, followed by Susan 
MacLean carrying the mace. 
West Highland College’s prin-
cipal and chief executive Lydia 
Rohmer, along with members of 
the board of management and 
other guests joined the proces-
sion accompanied by piper Raj 
Smith from Inverlochy.

Ms Rohmer, who welcomed 
the students and their families to 
the ceremony and congratulated 
them on their achievements, 
said: ‘Whatever your aspiration, 
I hope what you gained here at 
the college is more than just a 
qualification, however valuable 
that is. I hope you have also 
gained confidence in yourself, 
that you have learned to think 
for yourself and as a result been 
able to forge new paths in your 
life.

‘We are all extremely proud of 
your achievements and delight-
ed we can share this celebration 
with you. 

‘Remember, there is no such 
thing as failure, only new oppor-
tunities to succeed in whatever 
you aspire to do.’

This year’s guest speaker was 
Kate Philp, a serving officer 
on the front line in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, with an inspiring 
story. Kate suffered life chang-
ing injuries on active duty but 
was determined to overcome 
them and trekked to the South 
Pole as part of a Help for Heroes 
expedition and is now a leader-
ship consultant.

Kelly Adams and Samanta 
Milzaraja, both from Fort 
William, were named students 
of the year and received a certif-
icate and cash.

Sue Macfarlane, vice principal 
of academic affairs, said: ‘Kelly 
and Samanta represent the very 
best of all the students who were 
nominated for awards by their 
lecturers and we are delighted 
they have decided to continue 

SPEAN Bridge Woollen Mill is 
the venue for a children’s cake/
biscuit decorating event, host-
ed by Sweet Creations, today 
(Thursday October 12) from 
9.30 to 11.30am. £1 per child 
includes all edible decorating 
materials and squash/milk or 
water. Suitable for children of 
all ages.

THE WARREN Smith Ski 
Academy is coming to Fort 
William tomorrow (Friday 
October 13) to give a ski 
technique lab talk. Con-
sisting of a lecture and a 
personal assessment, the 
evening will take place at 
the Ellis Brigham Mountain 
Sports shop in Fort William 
at 7pm. Tickets can be 
bought through the Ellis 
Brigham website.

A RACE night in aid of Kilmall-
ie’s Christmas tree lights fund 
will be held at the Tradewinds 
in Corpach on Saturday 
October 14 at 8pm. Excellent 
prizes are on o� er. Everyone 
welcome.

STAFF and volunteers from 
Lochaber Sensory Care for 
Sight and Hearing Support 
will visit Abbey� eld Care 
Home in Ballachulish on 
Monday October 16. From 
10.30am to 12.30pm, the 
Caol-based team will o� er 
help and advice to residents 
and members of the public 
living with sight of hearing 
loss. Representatives will 
also supply NHS hearing aid 
batteries and re-tube and 
maintain the hearing aids.

A CEILIDH in memory of 
the late Charlie MacColl will 
be held in Kilmallie Hall on 
Wednesday October 18 from 
7.30pm to 11pm. Charlie was 
the convener of the 2007 Royal 
National Mòd in Fort William. 
There will be music from An-
drew MacDonald and friends 
and singers Jimmy Cameron, 
Margaret Ford, Freddie MacK-
innon and others. There will 
be a ra�  e on the night and 
it is ‘bring your own bottle’. 
Admission £7.

KILMALLIE Community Cen-
tre’s committee is appealing 
for volunteers to help with 
the restoration of Kilmallie 
Community Gardens on 
Saturday October 21 from 
10am to 1pm. Contact Sarah 
Kennedy on 07768 805040 
for more information.

BANAVIE Primary School pri-
mary six and seven pupils are 
organising a co� ee morning 
for Macmillan Cancer Sup-
port. The event will be held 
at Banavie Primary School 
from 10am to noon on Friday 
October 27. As well as tea, 
co� ee and cakes, there will be 
a competitions including cake 
bingo and ‘the world’s tallest 
co� ee’ competition.

A CRAFT fayre will take place 
on Saturday October 28 
from 10am to 4pm in Nether 
Lochaber Hall, Onich. Cakes 
and jams, handmade cards, 
knitted and crocheted crafts 
and other wares will be 
available. Contact Berit for 
more information on 01397 
705539.

LAST call for anyone wanting 
to attend the 30th Lochaber 
Cameron Highlander gather-
ing on October 28. The event 
will take place at the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William, starting at 
noon for lunch, and will contin-
ue throughout the afternoon. 
For details contact Rory Mac-
Donald, Blarour, Spean Bridge, 
or Jimmy Smith, 149 Kennedy 
Road, Fort William.

THE WAY visitors and potential clients 
interact with businesses has been revolu-
tionised by our use of digital technology.

With the digital world evolving so rap-
idly, it can be easy to feel left behind or 
unsure about the options available. What 
is the best way to attract and interact with 
new and existing customers? What kind 
of content should be on your website and 
social media?

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 
sheer volume of opinions and products.

That’s why we’re presenting three digi-
tal tourism workshops during Lochaber 
Ideas Week from November 13 to 17.

These hands-on workshops will give you 
the latest insight into how digital tech-
nology can help your business and let you 
have a go at using them in a fun, friendly 
environment.

Run in conjunction with Highlands and 

View from the Chamber

Islands Enterprise, the workshops are 
designed to help ensure your digital pres-
ence is working as hard as it can for your 
business and show you how to use digital 
technologies to provide a personalised 
and unique experience for your visitors 
and engage customers in new ways.

The workshop on Monday November 
13 focuses on Google Plus and Google 
Apps. Our expert presenter will give you 
the low-down on what Google Plus is and 

what it can do for your tourism business. 
Join us on Wednesday November 15 for 
the essential visual content masterclass 
looking at the best ways to use photogra-
phy and video to interact with your online 
audience.

On Friday November 17, the workshop 
addresses the future of digital for tourism 
and looks forward to consider the trends 
and technological advances that will 
shape the tourism business of tomorrow.

These courses are always extremely 
popular so booking is essential. Visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk for details 
of all Lochaber Ideas Week events.

We’re committed to helping our mem-
bers achieve their  business goals. If you’d 
like to join our thriving Chamber of 
Commerce, which includes the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK destination group, call 
us on 01397 705765.

WHAT’S ONStudents celebrate success at 
Lochaber college graduation

More than 100 students graduated at the ceremony last week. IF F41 College Grad 05 Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Imnage.

Students of the year, Kelly Adams, left, and Samanta Milzaraja,  right, with principal Lydia Rohmer, 
centre. IF F41 College Grad 03

their studies with us. Successful-
ly completing a course can be a 
major milestone for many of our 
students, whilst for others it is a 
stepping stone to the next chap-
ter. We congratulate all of them 
and wish them every success for 
the future.’

A vote of thanks on behalf of 
all students was given by Lucia 
Petrovicova, Highlands and 
Islands Students Association 
depute president for the college, 
and fellow student Baiba Samo-
hvalova who thanked college 
staff for their support.

Music student Robert Mac-

Innes and his college band 
performed and, at the end of 
the ceremony, the audience was 
treated to a remarkable perfor-
mance of a piece composed by 
HNC music student of the year 
Mark Lawrie. Staff and fellow 
students, who had been primed, 
joined him in a ‘flash mob’ 
reprise of the song which was a 
memorable moment on which to 
end a great celebration.

Special awards: Connor Dou-
gan, Broadford, Isle of Skye: 
Springboard Scotland Tourism 
Award, presented by Lorna Fer-
guson of Springboard Scotland.

Alexander Murray, Caol: 
Strathmore Hotels Tourism 
Award, presented by Alison 
Tracy of the Ben Nevis Hotel.

Jennifer MacInnes, Fort 
William: Scottish Qualifications 
Authority College Award, pre-
sented by Graham Campbell, 
SQA.

Heather McNeill, crofting 
and countryside skills lecturer, 
Broadford, Isle of Skye: High-
lands and Islands Students 
Association (HISA) Best 
Academic Support, presented 
by Sorcha Kirker, HISA vice 
president.

Heather McNeill, right, is presented with the ‘Best Academic 
Support’ award by Sorcha Kirker, Highlands and Islands Student 

Association vice president. IF F41 College Grad 01

Jennifer MacInnes, left, receives the Scottish Quali� cations 
Authority college award from Graham Campbell of the Scottish 

Quali� cations Authority. IF F41 College Grad 02

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  
Tel: 01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  
Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

ITS IMPORTANT  
your new door is SECURE, ENERGY EFFICIENT 

and of course THE RIGHT COLOUR.

This guy can match the colour. 
So can we and  

we can do the rest.
RIGHT COLOUR. RIGHT DOOR.
 RIGHT FITTING. RIGHT PRICE.
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STAFF at a Fort William 
outdoor nursery say they have 
been  overwhelmed by support 
from locals as police continue 
the hunt for the vandals who 
wrecked one of the centre’s 
outdoor classrooms.

Ahead of a workshop planned 
on Saturday, Stramash nursery 
workers and visitors were 
shocked to find their timber yurt 
classroom had been ransacked - 
the third act of vandalism at the 
nursery in the last two months.

The session was part of a 
programme of professional 
development for people working 
in the early years, primary and 

POLICE in Fort William are planning a series of high visibil-
ity patrols as part of a clampdown on anti-social behaviour.

Officers will target a number of key locations around Fort 
William and Inverlochy. Officers will be engage with young 
people to discourage anti-social behaviour and disrupt any 
disturbances which do occur.

Issues reported to police recently have included vandalism, 
trespassing and large groups of young people congregating 
in certain areas.

Inspector Isla Campbell said: ‘Preventing anti-social be-
haviour is a key target for us. This kind of behaviour is highly 
disruptive for communities and can range from the annoying 
to the dangerous. We plan to carry out high visibility patrols 
to deter anti-social behaviour at a number of locations. I am 
also aware of a number of incidents which have not been 
directly reported to us. I am concerned there is a significant 
number of issues which are never passed on to police and I 
would ask concerns are passed on to us by calling 101.

‘I would also urge parents and guardians to check that they 
know where their children are, who they are associating with 
and what they are doing to make sure they stay safe and are 
not drawn in to anti-social behaviour.’

POLICE sealed off part of Fort William 
High Street on Monday afternoon after 
fire broke out inside Nico’s fast food 
takeaway.

Officers urged bystanders to move 
back to safety as two fire engines and 
their crews arrived to tackle the blaze.

A large crowd watched the flames 
which could clearly be seen through the 
shop windows lapping up the inside of 
the premises. A spokesman for the Scot-
tish Fire and Rescue Service said: ‘Two 
appliances were immediately mobilised 
and firefighters wearing breathing ap-
paratus tackled the flames using foam 
extinguishers.’

The popular business, which includes a 
flat above the shop, is currently for sale 
at a guide price £400,000.

NHS Highland has moved 
quickly to re-schedule oper-
ations for patients caught up 
in problems following last 
week’s flooding at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, includ-
ing Fort William pensioner 
George Cromar.

Last week we reported 
how an angry Mr Cromar 
had his long-awaited hip 
replacement cancelled at the 
last minute.

Mr Cromar, 75, of Victoria 
Court, was already in a 
hospital gown and waiting 
to be taken to the operating 

theatre last Monday morning  
(October 2) when he was told 
the surgery he had waited 
16 months for could not go 
ahead.

His operation was one of 
30 cancelled after heavy 
rain seeped through a flat 
roof at the hospital the night 
before, flooding the hospital 
basement which houses vital 
computer servers.

A furious Mr Cromar com-
plained to MSP Kate Forbes 
who said she would raise the 
matter with Scottish health 
secretary Shona Robison.

As well as the operations, 
around 50 other procedures 
were also affected. NHS 
Highland apologised for the 
inconvenience and said the 
appointments and proce-
dures would be re-scheduled 
as soon as possible.

The same day the story was 
reported in the Lochaber 
Times, a delighted Mr Cro-
mar contacted the paper to 
say he had been notified by 
NHS Highland that his hip 
operation had been re-ar-
ranged for five days later – on 
the Tuesday of this week.

Asked on Monday if it 
could confirm when the 
affected operations would 
take place, an NHS High-
land spokesperson said: 
‘Of the seven orthopaedic 
cancellations on Monday 
October 2, four operations 
have been re-scheduled over 
the next two weeks, including 
Mr Cromar, with the board 
working to re-schedule the 
remaining three as soon as 
possible.

‘The board, again, apolo-
gies for any inconvenience 
caused.’

BALLACHULISH Bridge 
overnight closure dates 
have been changed to 
accommodate an expected 
increase in tra�  c in October.

The dates have been 
changed to cope with an in-
crease in tra�  c for the Royal 
National Mòd which takes 
place in Fort William from 
October 13 to 21.

The bridge will now be 
closed from 10pm until 6am 
overnight on Sunday Octo-
ber 22, Monday October 23, 
Thursday October 26 and 
Friday October 27.

PLANS to extend Fort William's 
pontoons have been given a 
boost after being granted a 
marine licence.

Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company received 
the marine licence last month, 
adding to the planning per-
mission which was approved 
last year.

The extension will expand 
the Fort William pontoons, 
providing 14 serviced berths 
and a location for the seaplane 
to come alongside.

FWMSC director Hamish Lou-
don said: ‘We are delighted to 
receive the marine licence for 
the extension to the Fort Wil-
liam pontoons. This is bringing 
us closer to achieving the next 
phase in our plans for short 
term berthing in the town.

‘This will allow marine visi-
tors to sail up stunning Loch 
Linnhe, enjoy our beautiful 
location and help boost the 
local economy. We are now 
looking for funding to make 
this extension a reality and 
continuing the next step to-
wards the regeneration of the 
waterfront in Fort William.’

Boost for pontoon 
expansion plans

Bridge closure 
dates changed 

New fund for 
rural tourism 

Cameron Sprague beside the nursery’s vandalised sign. F41 Stramash 01 Vandals ransacked the timber yurt. F41 vandals 02 The outdoor classroom was broken into. F41 Stramash 03

Support for nursery as police 
search for heartless vandals

childcare sectors being held at 
its wooden ‘castle’ nursery close 
to Inverlochy Castle.

But when the 24 course at-
tendees turned up on Saturday 
morning they found the place 
had been trashed during the 
night. Whoever broke in had 
also disgustingly defecated on 
the floor of the children’s play 
space.

Posting on the Stramash Face-
book page, shocked organisers 
explained: ‘Unfortunately, we 
were greeted once again by signs 

of vandalism and were soon 
to discover our yurt castle had 
been broken into. As you can see 
from the pictures, whoever was 
involved smashed glass, tore up 
the place and, devastatingly to 
us, defecated on the floor of the 
children’s space. The local con-
stabulary once again have been 
amazing in supporting us and 
they have asked us to post the 
details of what took place. The 
police have said the response 
from the past post was extremely 
helpful to them.’

Police in Fort William have 
been carrying out high visibility 
patrols to clampdown down on 
the anti-social behaviour, with 
a number of key locations being 
identified by officers around 
Fort William and Inverlochy.

Inspector Isla Campbell said: 
‘We know our communities 
don’t want this type of activity 
on their streets and preventing 
anti-social behaviour is a key 
target for us. This kind of behav-
iour is highly disruptive for com-
munities and can range from the 
annoying to the dangerous.’

Last month, signs in the nurs-
ery car park were damaged and 

equipment stolen, while three 
weeks ago an iron banister was 
forcibly removed from the side 
of the building.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times, Stramash team leader 
Cameron Sprague said if there 
was any positive to be taken 
from the incident, it was the 
massive show of support from 
the community with around 200 
messages posted on the charity’s 
Facebook page over the week-
end. 

‘Unfortunately, it was also only 
a few weeks ago our wooden 
buildings were targeted by 
vandals so this was pretty dev-

astating, but the worst thing was 
they had defecated in the chil-
dren’s play spot. However, the 
community response has been 
amazing and we got the worst of 
it cleaned up pretty quickly.’

One parent at the nursery has 
set up a Just Giving page to help 
raise funds for improvements 
and added security measures, 
raising almost £500 in three 
days. Local building companies 
have offered to fit protective 
roofing, flood lighting and 
CCTV systems, and a fundrais-
ing night in aid of Stramash is 
being organised. To donate, visit 
justgiving.com.

Police and two � re engines were at the scene as � re blazed inside the shop. 1JP F41 Nicos chip shop2. 
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Emergency 
crews tackle 
Fort William  
takeaway fi re

Police to clampdown on 
anti-social behaviour

George Cromar was due to have 
his hip operation carried out 

this week. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 
Write Image.

NHS moves quickly to re-schedule operations

A FORT William soldier currently 
serving with The Highlanders, 4th 
Battalion of the Royal Regiment of 
Scotland – also known as 4 SCOTS – 
received an absolute discharge when 
he appeared at court this week.

Connor Brown, whose address was 
given as Banff Crescent, Fort Wil-
liam, but who is based at Catterick in 
North Yorkshire with his battalion, 
appeared before Sheriff William 
Taylor at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday.

Brown, 20, had previously pleaded 
guilty by letter to a charge of behaving 
in a threatening or abusive manner 
likely to cause fear or alarm in Fort 
William's Middle Street and High 
Street on November 13 last year.

Brown had been arrested after 
shouting and swearing in an aggres-
sive manner and had committed this 
offence while on bail.

Sentence had been deferred until 
Tuesday's date for Brown to travel 
up from his army base at Catterick to 

make a personal appearance at court.
The court heard how Brown had 

been drinking at the Volunteer 
Arms pub in Fort William with 
other members of the armed forces 
when what was described by defence 
agent Hamish Melrose as a 'verbal 
exchange' spilled out into the street.

'This was what was seen by police of-
ficers,' said Mr Melrose, adding that, 
as a result, his client had subsequent-
ly been banned from all the pubs in 
the town for 12 months under the 

Pubwatch scheme. No-one had been 
injured in the incident and giving 
Brown an absolute discharge, Sheriff 
William Taylor said difficulties could 
arise when the inter-service rivalry 
likely to have been at the bottom of 
this incident, got out of hand.

'It can get you into a hell of a lot of 
trouble and land you in court as it 
has today,' said Sheriff Taylor, before 
saying the public interest was served 
best in this case by granting Brown an 
absolute discharge.

WALKING poles, banana 
peel and four kilograms of 
chewing gum was some of the 
rubbish collected from Ben 
Nevis last week.

Fourteen volunteers took 
part in a litter pick on Sat-
urday which resulted in 120 
kilograms of rubbish being 
collected by the team.

Twenty one bags of rubbish 
were collected as the helpers 

picked up hundreds of tissues, 
orange peel, bottle tops, a 
tent, old wrappers and more.

The clean-up was part of the 
Real3Peaks Challenge which 
saw teams of volunteers 
climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell 
Pike and Snowdon and other 
hills, involving 109 volunteers 
and collecting 570kgs of 
rubbish. Richard Payne, who 
initiated the project, said: ‘I 

was up there with a group in 
2013 and I was appalled at the 
amount of litter I saw. I start-
ed filling a bag and ended up 
carrying down three kilos of 
rubbish that day. The main 
aim is to raise awareness of 
the work already undertaken 
by local charities and volun-
teer groups who frequently 
have clean up events and 
educate visitors who can have 

a positive impact on littering, 
especially over the busy sum-
mer months.’

The Ben Nevis team clam-
bered over the rocky terrain 
in wet, windy conditions to 
clear the mountain side of 
rubbish, at points even using 
ropes to belay each other 
down gullies to get to those 
harder-to-reach dumping 
spots.

Fort soldier granted an absolute discharge

Mountain of rubbish removed from Ben Nevis

Richard Payne with the 
four kilograms of chewing 

gum collected from Ben 
Nevis. 

POPULAR tourist spots in the 
Highlands could bene� t from 
a new fund to improve infra-
structure and growth in rural 
tourism.

The Scottish Government 
is to set up the Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund, which will 
see £6 million invested over 
two years. This is in an attempt 
to guarantee services needed 
by tourists and communities 
are provided and ensure the 
sustainable growth of the 
industry in Scotland.

The new fund will support a 
wide range of improvement 
projects including parking, 
camping, recycling points and 
footpath access.
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MORE than 70 vehicles 
were stopped, resulting in 
32 offences being detected, 
when Highlands and Islands 
traffic police carried out a 
week of action on the Isle of 
Lewis.

Officers, supported by the 
Driver and Vehicle Licens-
ing Agency, carried out the 
patrols and checks from 
September 26 to 30 as part 

of Operation Route, aimed 
at promoting road safety.

Divisional Road Policing 
Inspector Gus Stewart said: 
‘It is easy to ignore the risks 
when we are driving and 
pretend that bad things only 
happen to other people. It 
doesn’t matter how long 
you’ve been driving, how 
safe you think your driving 
is, or whatever else you tell 

yourself to justify your man-
ner of driving or condition 
of your vehicle, the reality is 
people are hurt every day in 
collisions.

‘This is particularly 
relevant as the days 
become shorter and the 
temperatures drop with the 
notoriously unpredictable 
weather in the Highlands 
and Islands.’

THE MSP for Skye has 
described Highland Council’s 
decision to reject a communi-
ty-led buyout for land at the 
Old Man of Storr as ‘out of 
step with the spirit of commu-
nity empowerment’.

Kate Forbes MSP com-
mended Staffin Community 
Trust’s plan to build a new 
off-road car park, public 
toilets and interpretation at 
one of Skye’s most popular 
landmarks.

Highland Council’s rejection 
of the Asset Transfer Request 
– the first in the Highlands 
under the new Community 
Empowerment Act – follows 
another busy summer on 
Skye as infrastructure comes 
under growing strain.

Last week Staffin Com-
munity Trust called for a 
review of Highland Council’s 
decision, adding it hoped to 
negotiate with senior council 
representatives.

Kate Forbes MSP said: 
‘I have supported Staffin 
Community Trust’s proposed 
buyout of the Storr land and 
I was hugely disappointed by 
the recent decision to reject 
the buyout. After a summer 
of talking about improving 
Skye’s infrastructure and 
helping communities, I think 
the recent decision is out of 
step with public opinion.

‘We should be doing a 
lot more to empower com-
munities, not hinder them, 
especially when they have 
put so much time and effort 
into a proposal like Staffin 
Community Trust has.

‘I’m pleased the trust 
intends to negotiate and to 
get a review of the recent 
decision to reject its proposal. 
I continue to fully support 
Staffin Community Trust and 
hope community empower-
ment and common sense will 
prevail.’

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) is to have 
more women involved in council 
decision-making processes.

At the last local government 
election, no women were elected 
onto the comhairle.

The policy and resources 
committee has agreed to appoint 
women to human resources pan-
els and each of the comhairle’s 
working groups.

The comhairle has a number of 
such groups which allows mem-
bers and officers to consider 
particular areas of policy and 
strategy.

Comhairle leader Roddie 
Mackay said: ‘I welcome these 
steps which will go some way 
to ensuring there is increased 
female representation in the 
comhairle’s human resources 
and decision-making processes.’

The committee will also keep 
looking at how political rep-
resentation of women and young 
people can be increased.

A DAY after seeking assurances 
from Scotland’s First Minister 
about emergency care provi-
sion at Portree Hospital, Kate 
Forbes MSP met with SOS Skye 
campaigners in Portree.

Growing fears over the long-
term future of Portree Hospital 
were raised with First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon by Ms Forbes 
during First Minister’s Ques-

SNP MSP for Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar, Alasdair Allan, has de-
manded the UK government 
protect Scottish produce, such 
as Stornoway Black Pudding, 
by upholding the Protected 
Food Name scheme in future 
trade deals.

This comes in response to the 
UK Government’s omission 
of Scottish products from the 
EU-Canada trade deal and of 
key Scottish Protected Food 
Names in EU trade deals with 
Japan and Mexico.

SNP Cabinet Secretary 
for Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Fergus Ewing 

has also written to the UK’s 
environment, food and rural 
affairs minister Michael Gove 
to seek assurances around the 
protection of UK food names 
in EU trade deals, without 
which producers could be 
commercially disadvantaged

Commenting, Dr Allan said 
throughout the Brexit process, 
the UK Government had 
repeatedly failed to stand up 
for Scotland’s interests.

‘Here in the Western Isles, 
we produce food and drink 
brands which are consumed 
across the world. The 
approach from the Tories 

must change, and they must 
recognise the importance of 
the food and drink industry in 
Scotland and the reach across 
the globe these iconic brands 
gives places like the Western 
Isles,’ he said. 

‘The EU Protected Food 
Name scheme has safeguard-
ed products from our islands 
such as Stornoway Black 
Pudding, Scotch lamb and 
Scottish farmed salmon from 
cheap knock-offs, but Michael 
Gove seems all too willing to 
discard this protection away 
from Scottish producers and 
open the floodgates to cheap-

er products appearing on our 
supermarket shelves from 
overseas. We cannot gamble 
with Scotland’s £14 billion 
food and drink sector, where 
provenance of product is 
paramount, and allow cheaper 
imitations to undercut our first 
class, wholesome produce. 

‘The UK government must 
meaningfully engage with 
the devolved governments 
to ensure their interests are 
protected. We cannot let 
Westminster’s Brexit shambles 
leave Scottish producers high 
and dry in the global trading 
marketplace.’

CONSTRUCTION work 
has started on a new path 
linking villages in Lochalsh.

For the past two years, 
Fernaig Community Trust 
has been working on a pro-
ject to create a new public 
footpath through trust land, 
linking Achmore village to 
Braeintra, in Lochalsh. 

Highland Conservation 
of Strathpeffer has started 
work on the path which will 
be open to walkers in the 

coming weeks. Trust chair-
man Colin McAndrew said: 
‘This is a terrific project 
that will bring community 
benefit for years to come. 
While a wonderful asset in 
its own right, it should lead 
to further environmental 
and conservation projects. 
We are already discussing 
creating a nature trail as a 
resource for local schools, 
building a pond and planting 
a new area of native species 

trees, possibly an aspen 
wood.’

After a community buy-out 
in 2001, the trust owns 110 
acres of land for the benefit 
of residents of Achmore and 
Stromeferry.

The trust was awarded a 
grant of £71,000 for 2017 
from the Scottish Rural 
Development Programme 
through the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development.

POPULATION retention is 
a top priority for the Western 
Isles in the next 20 years, 
according to the Outer Heb-
rides Community Planning 
Partnership (OHCPP).

The OHCCP published its 
key strategic priorities for the 
Western Isles for the next 10 
to 20 years last week, with the 
top issues for islanders being 
a sustainable population, eco-
nomic growth and improved 
quality of life.

OHCPP chairman Norman 
A MacDonald said: ‘Commu-
nity engagement and analysis 
through the ‘How Good is our 
Place’ survey enabled island 
residents to identify their 
priorities and areas where 
they thought things could be 
better. Responding to this 
work, the OHCPP has pro-
posed priorities which focus 
on improvement.

‘Involving people in the 
decisions that have an impact 
on their lives and empowering 
communities to help them-
selves is vital and whilst the 
Local Outcome Improvement 
Plan is for the whole of the 
islands, we have identified 
Benbecula, North Uist and 
Stornoway West need focused 
effort. 

‘Whilst this is a new way of 
working, it is really building 
on the Outer Hebrides’ 
traditional strengths of com-
munity, local engagement 
and partnership and is a 
commitment to empower our 
communities in delivering the 
services and aspirations they 
deserve.’

The Uists/Benbecula Alzheimer Scotland 5k Memory Walk and Afternoon Tea in Balivanich raised more than £800 to support local dementia-related activities. 
The event, which is now expected to become an annual � xture in the Uists calendar, saw 44 people taking part to help raise funds and awareness for local people with 

dementia and their families. Volunteer stewards from the community, NHS Western Isles' Public Health Division, Police Scotland and HMS Coastguard helped organisers  
ensure walkers were kept safe. 

MSP raises Portree emergency 
service fear with First Minister

tions in the Holyrood chamber 
– with the Skye politician saying 
she will not be satisfied with an-
ything less than a robust emer-
gency service at the hospital.

In response, Nicola Sturgeon 
said Health Secretary Shona 
Robison had received commit-
ments from NHS Highland ‘that 
out-of-hours cover and emergen-
cy cover at Portree Hospital are 
remaining’ and the health board 
must ‘meaningfully engage with 
local stakeholders’.

Ms Forbes said: ‘Over the sum-
mer, admissions were closed and 
there was the recent temporary 
suspension of out-of-hours care. 
As a result, fears have continued 
to grow among residents about 
emergency care provision.’

Last Friday, the constituency 
MSP for Skye spent an hour and 
a half listening to and fielding 
questions from a 40-strong 
group. Ms Forbes expressed 
her dismay that the experiences 
described by scores of her 

constituents did not match 
NHS Highland’s assurances 
and promised to summarise 
constituents’ concerns in a letter 
to Shona Robison.

Kate Forbes MSP explained: 
‘I was pleased to ask the First 
Minister for assurances about 
the long-term future of Portree 
Hospital at First Minister’s 
Questions and I am grateful for 
her answer that emergency cover 
will continue. But after speaking 
to scores of my constituents on 

Skye, the experience of those 
using services at Portree Hos-
pital does not appear to match 
the assurances given by NHS 
Highland.’

The Skye MSP continued: 
‘After a day of meetings and 
listening to my constituents, it 
is clear to me is no-one seems 
to know what out-of-hours and 
emergency care provision exists.

‘Some people say emergency 
cover in Portree ceases at 6pm, 
others told me 11pm. This 

demonstrates a lack of meaning-
ful communication from NHS 
Highland with the local commu-
nity. Regrettably, this has been 
a continual theme over the past 
few years and it has eroded what 
little goodwill and trust was left 
in management decisions. This 
is not about the redesign, this is 
not a north versus south debate, 
this is about an entire region of 
the island which is unsure what 
provision there is at their local 
hospital.’

Sections of the path have already been completed. 
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New public toilets at Portree Harbour
PORTREE and Braes Community Trust 
(P&BCT) has opened public toilets at Por-
tree Harbour.

A trust spokesperson said: ‘It’s taken longer 
than expected, but our two cubicle toilet 
opened at Portree Harbour last week.

‘Funding came from LEADER, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, Highland Council 
Ward Discretionary Fund and Lochalsh and 
Skye Housing Association. There was also 
contributions from Sea Breezes Restaurant, 
Brigadoon Boat Trips, Rosedale Hotel, Pier 
Hotel, Lowerdeck Restaurant and P&BCT.

A short-term agreement is in place with 

the Highland Council, which will clean the 
toilets daily and it’s hoped a long-term plan 
can be put in place.

The spokesperson continued: ‘Cruise liner 
bookings are going to rise by 20 per cent next 
year in Scotland. It’s unclear if these figures 
will translate to Portree or if our harbour 
has that capacity, but we’ve made a start to 
improve facilities in this busy area of the 
village.’

The trust thanks contractors Craik and 
Macrae, Jans and Caberfeidh Electrics and 
trust member Roger Liley who worked tire-
lessly on the project. 

CABINET secretary for tourism 
Fiona Hyslop will visit Skye 
next month after accepting 
an invitation by constituency 
MSP Kate Forbes.

On Friday November 3, 
Fiona Hyslop will speak at the 
second in a series of meetings 
organised by Ms Forbes to 
identify and � nd solutions to 
the pressures on Skye caused 
by increased tourism.
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SPECIAL alarm devices are to be fitted 
to a number of homes in Onich and will 
trigger an alert if an ex-police officer con-
victed of a raft of intimidation offences 
comes too close to the properties.

Sheriff William Taylor made the order in 
the case of Thomas Kirsop, 76, of North 
Ballachulish, at Fort William Sheriff 
Court this week.

Sheriff Taylor had found Kirsop guilty 
at an earlier court appearance of six 
charges, including swinging a chainsaw 
with its engine running while staring at 
neighbours; uttering threats and shouting 
offensive remarks; staring at the head 
teacher of the village primary school in an 
intimidating manner; engaging in conduct 
which caused a husband and wife fear and 
alarm by following the wife’s car, pulling 
alongside; banging into her at the village 
primary school; sending an anonymous 
letter containing a newspaper clipping 
and placing signs with an offensive slogan 
on a boundary fence.

The offences took place between Jan-
uary 1, 2015, and May 29, 2016. Kirsop 
had appeared back in court in July, but 
Sheriff Taylor had deferred sentence until 
September 2017, to get a restriction of 
liberty order assessment and at another 
court appearance Kirsop was ordered to 
live at the home of his son in Inverary.

In the unusual move, the special mon-
itoring boxes will be located in various 
properties rather than in the more cus-

THE PLANNING application for a 
controversial £2 million garden centre and 
visitor attraction at Achnabobane, near 
Spean Bridge, has been withdrawn, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

Highland Council confirmed on its 
website that an email withdrawing the 
application seeking planning permission 
in principle had been received last week 
from the agent acting on behalf of appli-
cant and local Achnabobane resident Ross 
MacGregor.

Mr MacGregor’s proposals for the site 
just off the A82, which included plans for 
a petting zoo, had already been vetoed by 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council in August for a num-
ber of reasons, including the potentially 
substantial increase in traffic on an al-
ready busy road and safety concerns about 
access to the site from the A82.

Community councillors also noted the 
proposed site was not in the West High-
land and Islands local development plan as 
a settlement or earmarked for growth.

In his own assessment, Highland Council 

planner Peter Wheelan agreed with the 
community council, saying the project 
would see the ‘intensification’ of an A82 
trunk road junction and this did not appear 
to have been addressed in the application.

Mr Wheelan said the proposals were 
contrary to a raft of planning policies, 
including those covering the ‘town centre 
first’ principle, stating it had also not been 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the 
planning authority that the proposal would 
not have a significant adverse impact on 
the vitality and viability of nearby town 
and village centres.

He added that the overall scale of the 
proposal was not proportionate to its 
location and the site was regarded as being 
highly visible from the A82 tourist route 
and an ‘intrusive feature’ in the landscape.

Mr Wheelan’s report concluded: ‘In 
summary, the principle of the proposal is 
inconsistent with the adopted West High-
lands and Islands Local Plan and does 
not accord with the Highland-wide Local 
Development Plan. As such, the planning 
application fails to be in accordance with 

the development plan and is not support-
ed.’

There was also an objection lodged by 
the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency, which stated: ‘We object to this 
planning application on the grounds it 
may place buildings and people at flood 
risk contrary to Scottish planning policy 
and on the grounds of lack of information.’

However, this week Mr MacGregor 
informed the Lochaber Times he would be 
resubmitting the application early in the 
new year, which would address concerns 
over a lack of substantiating information.

‘I will be resubmitting the application, 
probably in January and this time it will 
have a full information pack and there will 
be a three-dimensional consultation in lo-
cal community halls,’ said Mr MacGregor.

‘I want to involve the local community 
council from day one this time round. 
Maybe I was a bit ambitious in my plans 
and might look to scale things down a bit.

‘I don’t want to fall out with people over 
this – I want to get everyone on board and 
supporting it.’

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
organisations are to benefit 
from contracts worth up to 
£6.2 million to help people 
find and stay in work.

Argyll and Bute, Moray, 
Orkney Islands and the Shet-
land Islands will also benefit 
from the new Fair Start Scot-
land service from next April.

Employability Minister 
Jamie Hepburn confirmed 
employment support services 
will be delivered by People 
Plus Ltd, in partnership with 
Lochaber Hope, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Life Skills 
Centres Ltd, Momentum 
Scotland, Third Sector Heb-
rides and 2020 Clearview Ltd.

The Scottish Government is 
already using its new powers 
through the Scotland Act to 
deliver one-year transitional 
employment support services 
to help unemployed people 
across Scotland, ahead of the 
full roll-out in 2018.

Speaking in the Scottish 
Parliament, Mr Hepburn said 
the award of the Fair Start 
Scotland contracts in nine 
areas reflected Scotland’s 
different geographies, econ-
omies and population spread.

‘Crucially people’s partici-
pation in Fair Start Scotland 
will be voluntary. It will work 
with unemployed people to 
help and encourage them to 
see employment support as 
an opportunity, rather than 
being driven by the threat of 
financial sanctions,’ he said.

‘Our priority is that people 
receive high quality services, 
designed for their local needs 
and that they are treated 
fairly and with respect.’

Diane Martyn of PeoplePlus 
Group Limited added: ‘We 
look forward to delivering 
an innovative and integrated 
approach for this service.’

SCOTTISH transport min-
ister Humza Yousaf says the 
government is aware of traffic 
problems on the A82 through 
Fort William and has pledged a 
solution will be found.

Mr Yousaf's comments were 
part of last week’s announce-
ment that action was finally be-
ing taken to see what measures 
could be adopted to ease the 
traffic congestion that plagued 
Fort William this summer.

Transport Scotland said an as-
sessment of possible short-term 

IT WAS the first village in the 
world to have every house con-
nected to electricity at a time 
London's inhabitants were still 
reading by gaslight and now, 
over a century on, Kinlochleven 
has witnessed the switch on of a 
new multi-million pound hydro 
power scheme.

The event on Thursday saw a 
large number of local residents 
make their way up into the hills 
above the village for the official 
turning on of Green Highland 
Renewables’ latest scheme at 
Loch Eilde Mor.

The £13.6 million development 
was declared open by Lochaber 
councillor Andrew Baxter and 
was also attended by Kinlochlev-
en community councillors, along 
with new landowner Jahama 
Highland Estates, the property 
arm of GFG Alliance which 
bought the smelting business in 
Lochaber and Kinlochleven last 
year.

Alex Reading, development 

Promise of action to relieve A82 
road congestion in Fort William

interventions to improve jour-
ney times on the A82 through 
the town is to be carried out.

The work will help establish if 
engineering improvements can 
be made to improve congestion 
and will consider the impact 
of any of these changes on 
surrounding roads to make sure 
interventions are as effective as 
possible.

Transport Scotland intends to 
have testing completed by early 
next year with the aim of making 
any required changes before the 
2018 tourist season.

A longer term appraisal of land 
use and transport options is to 

be taken forward by The High-
land Council with support from 
Transport Scotland. Together 
with the short-term traffic study, 
this will provide an evidence 
base to make best use of existing 
infrastructure and support the 
planned growth of Fort William 
and the wider area.

Mr Yousaf said the Holyrood 
government well understood 
the important part this section 
of trunk road plays in the local 
economy and says it wants to do 
what it can to improve journey 
times to support local business-
es and help people get around.

‘The trunk road assessment 

will help us establish if there are 
small interventions, such as wid-
ening or changes to junctions, 
which can be implemented in 
the short term on the trunk 
road in Fort William to improve 
traffic flow,’ he said.

‘Transport Scotland aims to 
keep stakeholders up-to-date 
through regular meetings and 
correspondence with The 
Highland Council, Fort William 
Traffic Congestion Working 
Group and the A82 Partnership.'

Chairman of Fort William 
Traffic Congestion Working 
Group and The A82 Partnership 
Ben Thompson, councillor for 

Caol and Mallaig, said resi-
dents, businesses and visitors 
will be delighted to hear of this 
progress.

‘Particularly important is the 
commitment from Transport 
Scotland to try and have road 
improvements in place ahead of 
the 2018 tourist season,’ said Mr 
Thompson.

‘The longer term appraisal 
for transport options in Fort 
William is vital for the West 
Highland economy. Such 
improvements have been a goal 
of the Lochaber community for 
many years and I’m encouraged 
to see the need has been rec-

ognised by Transport Scotland 
in its commitment to work with 
The Highland Council on the 
appraisal.’

But Lochaber’s constituency 
MSP Kate Forbes, while also 
welcoming the survey, says the 
current road lay-out in Fort 
William is ‘past its sell-by date’ 
and the quicker a new relief road 
was put in place the better.

Ms Forbes added: ‘Time is of 
the absolute essence. I welcome 
the next stage in the process and 
recognise it as an important 
step, but I’ll be happy when we 
actually have an alternative 
route built.’

Alex Reading, left, development director of Green Highland 
Renewables, and Lochaber councillor Andrew Baxter switch on 

the turbine watched by Kinlochleven residents.

director at Green Highland 
Renewables, reminded those 
present that hydro-electricity 
had been part of Kinlochleven 
history for more than 100 years.

‘It has provided skilled em-
ployment during construction 
and we thank the local com-
munity for their support since 
work began in early 2016. We 
are pleased the project will now 
offer a steady stream of income 
to this community in the years 
ahead,’ added Mr Reading.

‘The recent reduction in tariffs 
by the UK Government means 
the economics of building new 
hydro schemes is increasingly 
challenging, however, we still 
believe there is scope for fur-
ther projects in the Highlands, 
provided they are in the right 
location and are built with care.’

A new Kinlochleven Common 
Good Fund is being established 
to disperse the £5,000 per MW 
per annum community benefit 
from the scheme.

North British Aluminium 
Company first established a 
smelter in the area between 
1904 and 1909, harnessing hy-
dro-power from the Blackwater 
Reservoir.

By 1909, 1,000 workers were 
employed and what had previ-
ously been two small separate 
communities of just a handful of 
crofts was now a thriving single 
village.

Loch Eilde Mor was eventually 
dammed between the wars to 
become a feeder loch for the 
Blackwater Reservoir, which 
in turn fed the Kinlochleven 
smelter.

Authorities even considered 
calling the new village ‘Alumini-
umville’ such was the revolution-
ary economic and social impact 
of the smelter.

Commenting, Mr Baxter also 
highlighted Kinlochleven’s links 
with the pioneering days of 
hydro power generation.

‘Over a century ago, Kin-

lochleven became the ‘electric 
village’ and we are rightly proud 
of that heritage. 

‘How appropriate that so many 
years after those industrial 
pioneers established modern 
Kinlochleven we are opening a 
new hydro scheme that will also 
benefit the community,’ he told 
the gathering.

‘I am delighted Green High-
land Renewables is providing the 
full community benefit recom-
mended by Highland Council. 
When established, this new fund 
will support events and projects 
throughout the village with 
priorities decided by villagers.’

The last two years has been a 
busy time for Green Highland 
Renewables, which has now 
developed 11 such schemes.

All these projects have been 
financed by funds managed by 
Ancala Partners, the independ-
ent mid-market infrastructure 
investment manager which 
acquired the firm in April 2015.

Achnabobane planning application withdrawn

Homes to be alarmed to 
stop intimidation by ex-cop

tomary procedure involving tagging of 
offenders, where a box is installed in the 
offender’s own home. The alarms will be 
activated if the tagged person comes too 
close to the property.

Sentencing Kirsop, Sheriff Taylor told 
the pensioner: ‘If you approach any of 
these properties an alarm will go off.

‘You have behaved badly and have 
ignored court orders in the past. You 
have brought this on yourself. A number 
of people in Onich feel intimidated by 

you and the behaviour you get up to. For 
that reason I consider it important that a 
community payback order be made.’

Sheriff Taylor said the installation of the 
monitoring alarms would be part of a re-
striction of liberty order lasting one year 
and there would also be a non-harassment 
order for two years.

The community payback order has a re-
quirement that Kirsop does not approach 
certain individuals and this will be also be 
in force for two years. 

Fort William Sheri�  Court.

Switch-on for Kinlochleven’s £13.6m hydro scheme

Cash boost 
to help 
people into 
work
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A R D N A M U R C H A N 
High School has once 
again proved its creden-
tials as a breeding ground 
for mathematical prodigies 
after winning the High-
land Enterprising Maths 
trophy for the second year 
running.

Veterans of the compe-
tition, Alistair Tait and 
Ben Gregg, were joined 
by competition newcomers 
Dugald Macintyre and 

Bethan White and they all 
worked hard to overcome 
strong competition. 

Thirteen other Highland 
school teams gathered at 
Milburn Academy, Inver-
ness, to go head-to-head in 
a battle of brains.

The Ardnamurchan 
team came out on top after 
a long day of maths quiz-
zing and will now take part 
in the prestigious national 
final of the competition 

at the Glasgow Science 
Centre. 

Ardnamurchan High 
School maths teacher 
Stephen Aitken was proud 
of the pupils and wished 
them luck in the final.

Head teacher Christo-
pher Millar-Craig added: 
‘We’re delighted the hard 
work of the pupils and 
the maths department has 
paid off to bring the trophy 
back to Ardnamurchan.’

SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Communi-
ty Council is considering moving its meetings to a new 
venue.

At its October meeting last week, community coun-
cillors agreed to a trial meeting at the newly-renovated 
Kilmonivaig Church Hall which has been upgraded with 
a new kitchen, lighting and heating.

The community council will meet in Kilmonivaig 
church hall on Tuesday November 7 and, if deemed suit-
able, councillors agreed to consider a permanent move, 
although this would involve a cost implication.

In other business, Betty MacLachlan had written prais-
ing those who have kept the village flower tubs blooming 
and picked up litter on the A82, and the community 
council shared her sentiments.

Amy Exeter has agreed to lay the community council 
wreath at the Commando Memorial Remembrance Day 
Service on Sunday November 12.

AT ITS October meeting last week, members of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge & Achnacarry Community Council 
had no objections to four new planning applications.

The first was for full consent for the erection of a 
chalet, formation of access, installation of septic tank 
and soakaway on land 35m east of Mountain View, Mur-
lagggan, Roy Bridge. The second was for full consent for 
the construction of a temporary Bellmouth access, on 
land south-east of the stone cottage, Achindaul, Spean 
Bridge. There was also no objection to the installation 
of a temporary overhead line to form a diversion to the 
existing Fort William to Fort Augustus overhead line 
at Invergloy. And lastly, there was no objection to an 
application for full permission to convert flats to a house 
and convert dog kennels to form a committee room at 
The Kennels, Corrour.

Councillors also heard there had been an exchange of 
correspondence between the local planning authority’s 
developments team and community council chairman 
John Fotheringham about incremental housing growth 
in the countryside, which the council agreed to consider 
when future planning applications are made.

COMMUNITY council chairman John Fotheringham 
has asked the area’s Highland Council representatives 
to speak to trunk roads contractor BEAR Scotland 
about the state of the road around the world famous 
Commando Memorial just outside the village.

Speaking at last week’s October meeting of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community 
Council, Mr Fotheringham pointed out the monument 
attracts around 150,000 visitors every year and that the 
road surface was deteroriating.

‘Walk up there and take a look. The roads are bad 
and I’d ask our Highland Council members to contact 
BEAR and ask it to do something about it,’ he said.

THE CHAIRMAN of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge & 
Achnacarry Community Council John Fotheringham 
informed fellow councillors at their October meeting 
last week that the phone box in Gairlochy now has a 
door. But he is still awaiting the number for the Bohun-
tin telephone number to determine its future.

CARE Lochaber this week celebrat-
ed 20 years since its community car 
scheme was established.

In 1997, a group of friends got 
together and developed the idea of a 
volunteer-led car scheme for people 
unable to access public transport. 
They called themselves the Commu-
nity Care Forum and after receiving 
funding, its car scheme was born.

There have been many changes over 

the years, but the support of a ded-
icated, passionate team of volunteer 
drivers has remained constant.

The current group of volunteers 
undertook more than 5,000 journeys, 
gave more than 8,000 hours and 
covered nearly 60,000 miles between 
them last year. 

In 2007, the organisation registered 
as a charity and in 2012, changed 
its name to Care Lochaber. Charity 

manager Lara Van de Peer said: 
‘Without our volunteers we would not 
be able to run this vital service and 
support the hundreds of older and 
immobile people across Lochaber get 
to medical and social appointments. 
The service is a lifeline to many and 
every one of our drivers is a hero.’

To find out more about becoming 
a volunteer driver,  contact Lara on 
01397 700311.

Mid 80s Mod in Lochaber
 Word reached the national Mod office that low fly-
ing manoeuvres had been planned in Lochaber by the 
MoD during Mod week. Contact was made with RAF 
Leuchars who were extremely co-operative when they 
discovered what a Mod is! Albeit not in Gaelic, a call 
came from the Ministry of Defence headquarters in 
London assuring there would be no interference from 
low-flying aircraft during Mod week!

 There was a touch of tartan in Fort William Sheriff 
Court, with the kilted and robed Procurator Fiscal, 
Jim MacGillivray, ready to set off for the Mod as soon 
as the day’s legal proceedings were completed.

 There is no truth in the assertion members of 
Lochyside Gaelic Choir are going to learn ‘Land of 
Hope and Glory’ in the Gaelic in time for next year’s 
Mod. Apparently, the Caol choristers are getting 
‘wider still, and wider’, through eating far too much of 
the tablet made by David Maitland, their indefatigable 
conductor-come-candyman.

 Quote of Mod week came from An Comunn presi-
dent Donald John MacIver. Asked by the press if the 
Bardic Crown was to be reinstated, he replied, ‘No’! 
Urged to expand on that Mr MacIver said: ‘No-o-o-o!’

Well-known broadcaster and writer Neville Garden 
made his mark at the Mod. He was assigned to cover 
the event as experienced by a non-Gael. With a huge 
smile he said: ‘At last I’ve had an invitation to ‘come 
into the Mod garden'.’

 The council’s Lochaber House lift was in limbo 
again during the Mod reception after a redoubtable 
member of the local press corps was held captive 
inside it. This caused a lot of mirth. But then the vice 
chairwoman of the council also found herself in a state 
of suspended animation inside the lift. So no doubt 
in the future, there will be positive council action to 
counter the ups and downs of Mod week.

 In case you thought we had suddenly had a change 
of policemen and policewomen on the beat, I should 
mention the new faces and feet patrolling the High 
Street this week are members of the specially drafted 
in ‘Mod Squad of Gaels’. And they’ve been doing a fi ne 
PR job on behalf of Northern Constabulary in their 
temporary posting.

 A large group of youngsters, all members of a 
rural primary school choir, proceeded along the High 
Street on Tuesday morning. Going for a soft drink and 
a scone, perhaps? Or for a cultural visit to the West 
Highland Museum or the Old Fort? Maybe to view, 
from the outside, the all-weather centre? No. They 
were all making a beeline for Woolworths!

 Two kilted islanders came in to our West Highland 
News Agency offi ce in Monzie Square. ‘Is the hair-
dresser’s upstairs open’? asked one of them. ‘Sorry, 
there’s no barber upstairs, it’s an insurance offi ce,’ 
said I. This was met with: ‘Well, can you cut our hair 
for us?’ The reply was: ‘Aye, if your sgian dhus are 
sharp enough.’ The island men left in disarray, but 
with directions to locate the town’s several salons.

 Plenty of revellers emerged, bleary-eyed, into the 
dawn of Saturday. The time was, in fact, 5.40am!

 Earlier in the week, after a ceilidh or two, a few 
Mod-goers spotted the police Mod Squad in the wee 
small hours. ‘Any chance of getting B&B at the police 
station’? they queried. Came the reply, in the Gaelic, 
of course: ‘Sorry, our guests stay in the cells for a 
minimum of a week.’

 At the end of the week, Mr MacIver paid tribute 
to the excellent ‘An Gearasdan Friendly Mod’ which, 
he enthused, will be remembered as one of the most 
memorable in the history of the event. In particular, 
he gave high praise to the Mod Lochaber committee, 
Lochaber High School and Lochaber District Council. 
And he was delighted ‘the only week of summer we’ve 
had in 1985 should coincide with the Mod’!

 Finally, an extract from the An Comunn Gaid-
healach 1985 press information pack which mentions 
the 1932 National Mod in Fort William. Many 
Lochaber locals will know the story which has been 
highlighted and handed down since. It goes like this: 
‘In 1932, rain almost stopped play. Those who attend-
ed remembered more vividly than anything else, the 
deafening sound of the deluge - including hailstones 
- on the corrugated iron roof of Marshall & Pearson’s 
Garage in Fraser Square which was doubling as a civic 
hall for the Mod.’

Loch Lomond 

Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council

Two decades of community car scheme

Master mathematicians, left to right: Alistair Tait, Ben Gregg, Stevie Aitken, teacher, 
Dugald Macintyre and Bethan White. 

Maths challenge success 
for Ardnamurchan pupils  

Children and sta�  at Lundavra Primary School next to the mountainous collection of food tins and boxes kindly 
donated by parents, teachers and pupils. The school organised a collection for Lochaber Food Bank at their annual 

Harvest Festival last week. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Right: St Columba's Primary 
School in Caol celebrated 
harvest thanksgiving last 

week when the school 
collected donations from 

pupils to be handed out to 
the elderly in the com-

munity. The school held a 
harvest festival assembly 

with all classes performing 
an item and ending with 

the St Columba hymn. 
Photograph: Anthony MacMillan.

Fort William Gaelic Choir, June 1951.

THE FORT William 
branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Institute had to 
change its plans last week 
when the speaker scheduled 
to open the new season had 
to withdraw at short notice.

Institute member Heather 
Davie stepped in with her 
book folding demonstration 
which had been planned for 
the November meeting.

Everyone at the well-at-

tended gathering got to 
work quickly, with much 
chat and hilarity. The ladies 
were encouraged to finish 
their project at home and 
bring it along to the next 
meeting when they will be 
judged.

It is hoped the talk by Ra-
chel Maclean on the Sand-
piper Trust, which had been 
due to open the season, will 
go ahead at the next meet-

ing on Monday November 6 
at 7.15pm in the Montrose 
Centre, Inverlochy. The 
Sandpiper Trust is a charity 
which trains and equips 
first responders in remote 
areas of Scotland to deal 
with emergency medical 
conditions until full medi-
cal services arrive.

Talks on disfigurement 
makeup, a trip to nepal, 
‘Twiddlemuffs’ and  gentle 

exercise are included in 
the 2017/18 programme. A 
warm welcome is extended 
to women of all ages.

The syllabus also includes 
the Fort William institute 
centenary celebrations 
and previous members are 
invited to get in touch with 
Edythe Knowles on 01397 
702744 or Martine Young, 
01397 702758, for more 
details.

PROPOSALS have been made to close the A82 at Loch 
Lomond during the day for roadworks.

Transport Scotland and Bear Scotland want to close 
the road on weekdays from Monday November 6 to 
Tuesday November 21 to repair a barrier.

The road would be closed between Tarbet and Crian-
larich between 8am and 7pm each weekday. It would 
re-open every night and at the weekends.

Throughout the proposed closures, diversions would be 
set up along the A83, A819, A85 and A82 via Inveraray 
and Dalmally, re-joining the A82 at Tyndrum.

The essential repairs are to a length of crash barrier 
damaged earlier this year when an HGV careered off 
the road.

Transport Scotland and BEAR are consulting with 
the public on the proposals and a drop-in consultation 
will be held in Crianlarich Village Hall on October 23 at 
7.30pm. To view the plans visit bearscot.com.

PEOPLE’S Postcode Lottery players are the lead funders 
of the Loch Arkaig Pine Forest Restoration Fund, accord-
ing to Woodland Trust Scotland.

Players have now provided more than £1.5 million towards 
ancient woodland restoration work at the historic Highland 
forest, near Achnacarry. A trust spokesperson said: ‘We 
have partnered with Arkaig Community Forest, a group 
of local residents who share our ambitious, far-reaching 
and long-term goals for the 2,500 acre site. They have been 
instrumental in enabling the trust to acquire Loch Arkaig 
Pine Forest and themselves own two parcels of land.’

Loch Arkaig Pine Forest consists of two blocks of native 
Caledonian woodland and is brimming with wildlife.

The spokesperson continued: ‘Over the next 20 years, we 
will gradually remove non-native species, increasing the 
resilience of the forest and its long-term chance of survival. 
It is important work, made possible by our funders, led by 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery. Thank you to them 
all.’

Generous 
school 
harvest 
collections

Busy Fort SWI programme

Loch Arkaig 



AS WE move from summer to winter 
through the transition of the golden 
autumn, with temperatures lowering 
and darkness progressively embracing 
us, the varied lot of people living in 
a country of seasonal weather is a 
pleasure to experience. 

It is because of the transitional 
nature of autumn that it is one of my 
favourite times of year.

Perhaps because the people of Ruaig 
are said to be descended from seals 
and therefore acclimatised to the cool 
waters of the Atlantic, my body does not 
do well in hot temperatures,  so moving 
into the colder times of year agrees with 
my aquatic ‘Ròn Rubhaig’ ancestry. 

By the time we are in the middle of 
deepest darkest January and February 
I, like most others will be craving a bit 
of heat and sunlight – even my distant 
cousins, the seals will be by then – but 
at the entry to winter, which is encom-
passed by the changes of October, the 
cold dark evenings hit me like a cool 
drink on a hot day.

Stepping outside on a chilled calm 
October evening, in the early dark-
ness that is suggestive of the coming 
winter, accompanied by the smell of 
smoke from the coal fires of distant 
chimneys, brings back vivid memories 
from childhood and gives an instant 
reference point to this time of year 
and the beginning of the journey 
towards mid-winter.

I remember as a teenager, reading 
the American novelist John Stein-
beck’s thoughts on people from the 
cold northern parts for the United 
States craving the warm climes of 
Florida in the South East. For years, 
through snowy winters and unpre-
dictable weather many dreamed of 
moving to Florida with its long hot 
summers and mild winters. 

What was fascinating was that of 
those who were able to make the 
move eventually, most, in a brief time 
returned to the north. After a few 
seasons of predictably warm weather, 
the climate became boring and un-
fulfilling to them and they yearned to 
return to a changing climate.

The weather and limited sunlight in 
this part of the world get a bad press 

through all our moans and groans, 
but without diversity and comparison, 
we would have nothing to enjoy when 
good weather comes again and when 
the dreamy long days of summer 
return. 

Without the howling gales and driv-
ing rain of November, we would not 
appreciate the crispness of a sunny 
May morning. Without the short dark 
and deeply cold days of December, we 
would not appreciate the long sultry 
summer nights of July.

Diversity and comparison are as-
pects of life that keep us on an even 
keel and can give most pleasure. The 
world and our lives upon it are full 
of opportunities to make the most 
of these comparisons. Food is most 
delicious when we are hungry, water is 
most euphorically quenching when we 
are thirsty, a warm fire is most blissful 
when we are cold, and a still harbour 
gives the most blissful relief when 
reached from a stormy sea.

So the worse the winter weather, the 
more we may enjoy the gifts of sum-
mer and we can be grateful to live in 
a part of the world that provides this 
bounty of diversity.

8 LETTERS Thursday 12 October, 2017          www.lochabertimes.co.uk

Days gone by – the Mòd

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

We came across this fantastic photograph taken during a previous Mòd in Oban. Unfortunately, our archive did not 
have any details about who the gentleman is or the year. 

Social media

Lochaber councillor Andrew Baxter has raised con-
cerns this week over the Scottish Government’s con-

troversial proposals to make changes to the governance 
of Scottish education.

Earlier this year Deputy First Minister John Swinney  
unveiled plans to set up ‘regional improvement collab-
oratives’ aimed at pooling and strengthening resources 
to support learning and teaching in schools, a move 
designed to tackle the attainment gap and improve 
standards in schools.

However, Mr Baxter believes this is just window 

dressing and is worried they will pave the way for what 
he called a ‘raft of Soviet-style commissars’ decreeing 
what will happen in local schools – in other words cen-
tralisation by the back door.

His fears will no doubt be echoed across the country. 
One size fits all seems to be the favoured tool of govern-
ment, but all it does is add another tier of management  
when what our government should be doing is using that 
money to pay well trained, motivated, committed teach-
ers a decent salary without tying their hands behind 
their backs with red tape.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Schools are not the 
place for weapons
Sir,
I find it astounding that Alastair 
Redman chooses to rail against those 
who suggest that primary schools are 
not the place to display, show off or 
exhibit weaponry.

He refers to these items as ‘tools of 
the trade’. Perhaps he should remem-
ber that, in use, that trade is killing.

Does he also believe that the results 
of their use should be shown to prima-
ry school children so that they might 
get an honest and balanced view of 
the horrors of warfare?

Mr Redman seems to spend an 
inordinate amount of time writing to 
the Oban Times. Perhaps you should 
give him a weekly column and free 
up space on the letters page for less 
extremist nonsense.

Andy Thornton,
Ballachulish.
 

Oban � ood defences 
are inadequate
Sir,
Every time there is a torrential down-
pour in Oban, rain water enters the 
inadequate sewer system and forces 
untreated raw sewage out and onto 
the streets and into the sea above the 
North Pier at the new pontoons.

The same happens at the Lochavul-
lin basin, down the Black Lynn and 
eventually into Oban bay.

When both such a downpour and 
high flood tide occur – as predicted 
for next year and in 2025 – the mess is 
going to hit shops, hotels, apartments 
and houses all along the waterfront 
and promenade.

And at £5,000 for each tanker of 
disinfectant used in the clean-up, this 
becomes a costly but necessary exer-
cise. However, the disinfectant also 
washes  into and pollutes Oban bay.

So all buildings and businesses in 
these areas require flood defence 
barriers to be installed as clearing 
up this mess is to be paid for by all us 
council taxpayers.

Argyll and Bute Council and the 
Scottish Government need to ur-
gently invest in flood prevention and 
infrastructure upgrades of our sewage 
system.

Argyll is the gateway to the isles, so 
let’s keep Oban beautiful and pros-
perous for the future.

Stephen Jones,
by email.
 

Red deer could be 
as rare as bu� alo
Sir,
It is arrant nonsense and disingen-
uous of the Caledonian Pinewood 
Recovery Project and other new age 
conservation groups to suggest that 
if the public fail to donate at least 
£20,000 towards the restoration of 50 
acres of woodland, that somehow or 
other Scots pines will disappear from 
the Highlands for ever (Lochaber 
Times, September 28).

There are thousands of acres of 
these trees regenerating and support-

ing wildlife behind fences throughout 
their native range.

To support their emotional appeal, 
Trees for Life reminds us that the 
noble Scots pine dates back to the last 
ice age but fails to say so does the red 
deer, which it is at pains to condemn.

Treating Scotland’s most iconic and 
important mammal no better than 
vermin is a dangerous game.

The deer population has never been 
so low and the number of  trees so 
great in the Highlands, yet still they 
are being overkilled. If this continues  
the wild red deer, as we know them 
today, will be as rare as the buffalo 
on the plains of America within a 
generation.

Iain Thornber,
Knock House, Morvern.
 

Film industry needs 
code of conduct 
Sir,
The public viewpoints hotspot at 
Glencoe is where hundreds of people 
visit daily but it was shut down for 48 
hours for filming recently (Thursday 
and Friday, September 28 and 29). 

The letter of the law has been 
followed, but poor governance and 
negative partnership have been used.

The move also disrupted traffic on 
the A82 and there were road closures 
over a two-hour period for a maxi-
mum of three minutes per closure.

I tried to open dialogue with all 
parties to resolve this issue, but was 
ignored.

The film industry can and will be 
positive for our nation but must be 
nurtured to make it sustainable for 
future generations.

Film-induced tourism has been well 
researched and many academic pa-
pers have been written on this subject. 
It has been shown a film can have 
decades of effect on an area and can 
increase visitor traffic by 300 per cent 
soon after a film is released.

Local resources and funding must 
be in place first to manage this re-
source as failure to plan can and has 
destroyed communities.

The law must be respected by all, 
and part of the aim of my protest is 
to monitor what happens over these 
two days in a peaceful and non-violent 
manner.

There is no co-operation by the au-
thorities to allow this to happen. I am 
relying on the Human Rights Act 1998, 
Article 11 to do this within the law.

I have the privilege to live in this 
area, which is for everyone to share 
and enjoy, and I have been campaign-
ing to have a code of conduct for the 
film industry in my community.

John Sinclair,
glencoeviewpoint@gmail.com

Distillery re-opening 
is great news
Sir,
The news that Port Ellen distillery will 
be opening for the first time since 1983 
shows just how strong and successful 
the Islay brand is in the whisky industry.

All of our local distilleries are 
world-renowned and with good rea-
son. The Port Ellen distillery will cre-

ate employment and help the growth 
of other businesses on our island.

This recent opening will, of course, 
raise further questions about the 
imbalance between the vast amount 
of tax revenue our island produces 
and the shockingly small level of 
public investment we receive in return 
from both our local council and the 
Scottish Government.

I would encourage as many people as 
possible to visit our wonderful island 
and its distilleries next time they are 
planning a holiday or a weekend trip. 

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Complaints about 
advertising campaign 
Sir,
The Global Warming Policy Forum 
(GWPF) has lodged a formal com-
plaint with the Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA) concerning the 
current poster campaign for offshore 
wind at Westminster tube station 
claiming it is a deliberate attempt 
to influence MPs, peers and other 
decision-makers.

The organisations behind this adver-
tising all have financial or anti-fossil 
fuels interests.

The posters claim that ‘the price 
paid for electricity from offshore wind 
farms has fallen by 50 per cent over 
the past five years’.

GWPF claims this is untrue.
Dr Peiser, the director of GWPF, 

said: ‘The claims in this campaign are 
some of the most blatant distortions 
of the truth that I have seen in pro-
wind advertising.’

Those funding the advertising 
include Dong Energy, GE, Scottish 
Power Renewables, Siemens Gamesa, 
SSE, Vattenfall, Greenpeace, Marine 
Conservation Society and WWF.

An impressive array against ASA 
but ASA shocked Friends of the Earth 
(FoE) earlier this year by heavily cen-
soring FoE over its scaremongering 
anti-fracking leaflet.

If this GWPF complaint is upheld 
the charities involved should lose 
their charitable status.

Clark Cross, 
Springfi eld Road, Linlithgow.

Brutality of police 
was excessive
Sir,
One cannot fail to have been moved 
by the scenes of violence in Catalonia, 
as Spanish forces attacked unarmed 
voters.

Whatever the view on Catalonia’s 
right to hold such a vote or not, the 
response by the Spanish national 
government was brutal and excessive, 
leading to 844 people being injured.

The sight of people being dragged 
from polling stations by baton wield-
ing police and the disabled being 
attacked in wheelchairs has no place 
in a modern western democracy.

One cannot praise highly enough 
the calmness, humanity and bravery 
of the Catalan people when faced with 
such acts of violence.

Alex Orr,
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh.

‘S DÒCHA GUM FACA sibh gum 
bheil Ofcom, riaghladair sheirbheise-
an craolaidh is conaltraidh, a’ beach-
dachadh air fàs mòran nas cruaidhe 
air na buidhnean a tha a’ toirt seachad 
sheirbheisean bann-leathann. 

Nuair a tha na buidhnean sin a’ reic an 
cuid sheirbheisean bidh iad a’ gealltainn 
cumhachd agus astar àraid bann-leath-
ann gus daoine a thàladh thuca, ach a 
rèir coltais chan eil na seirbheisean aig a’ 
mhòr-chuid aca a’ coileanadh nan astair 
sin ach an-dràsta ‘s a-rithist. Cuid mhòr 
dhen ùine tha ìre nan seirbheisean fada 
gann air na chaidh a ghealltainn agus 
tha luchd-ceannach a’ pàigheadh airson 
seirbheis nach eil iad a’ faotainn. Ach 
ciamar a thèid aig Ofcom air riaghail-
tean ùra sam bith air ìre sheirbheisean 
a chur an gnìomh far nach eil tuigse 
aig a’ mhòr-chuid air co-dhiù tha iad 
a’ faotainn nan astair cheart gus nach 
eil. Tha Ofcom a’ gabhail ris a’ bheachd 
nach eil na buidhnean a tha a’ lìbhrige-
adh sheirbheisean bann-leathann idir ri 
foill a dh’aon ghnothaich, ‘s e laigsean 
teicneòlais ma choinneimh ìre agus fàs 
iarrtais seirbheis am prìomh dhùbhlan.

Ach theagamh nach bi cuid idir cho 

Crìosdail nam beachd air feadhainn 
de na buidhnean-lìbhrigidh sheirb-
heisean. Ghluais mi fhìn bho bhith 
a’ ceannach cumhachd bho chompa-
naidh an dèidh faisg air deich bliadhna 
cuide riutha is mi dol a chaomhnadh 
ceudan not sa bhliadhna. Cha bu 
tàrr dhomh innse gun robh mi gam 
fàgail nuair a thòisich iad a’ tabhann 
shàbhalaidhean mòra, ach saoilidh mi 
gum bheil rudeigin mì-onarach mun 
dòigh-obrach sin nuair a dh’fhaodadh 
iad a bhith air an lùghdachadh prìse 
sin a thairgsinn aig toiseach cùise!

Agus tha an aon sgeulachd againn 
mu phrìsean leithid àrachais thaig-
hean is charbadan far am faicear 
companaidhean a’ tairgsinn prìs gu 
math nas saoire dha neach-ceannach 
ùr fhad ’s a tha iad ag iarraidh tòrr a 
bharrachd air duine a th’ air a bhith 
còmhla riutha fad bhliadhnaichean. 
Bha uair ann far an robh dìlseachd 
bunaiteach ann an dòigh-beatha an 
t-sluaigh is daoine a’ cumail leis na 
h-aon luchd-lìbhrigidh sheirbheisean 
agus eòlas is earbsa a’ fàs eatarra, ach 
tha sin an ìre mhath air falbh agus 
an-diugh feumaidh a h-uile duine 

sabaid airson a chòraichean fhèin 
gach latha.

Ach anns a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail a thòisicheas a-màireach 
ann an Loch Abar cuiridh mi geall 
gum bi farpais, càirdeas, agus mòran 
coibhneis mar is dual am measg nan 
Gàidheal.

AS OFCOM considers tightening 
control on minimum levels of internet 
service provision to ensure customers 
get the connection speeds they are 
paying for, many people are also frus-
trated by suppliers of such services as 
property and motor insurance quot-
ing wildly different prices for identi-
cal cover. Customer loyalty doesn’t 
appear to be valued any longer and 
regular change of service provider 
seems to be the new norm. 

The opening of the 2017 Royal 
National Mòd in Lochaber tomorrow 
will herald strong competition, but 
also the friendship and hospitality 
that is natural to the Gael.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was a surge of comment about 
Argyll and Bute Council’s decision 
not to ‘live-stream’ its meetings. We 
asked if council meetings should be 
broadcast.
Michael Andrew MacLeod a�  rmed: 
‘Yes they should. Anything that in-
creases accountability and demysti� es 
the workings of a council can only be 
good. Would I watch it all the time? No, 
would I watch if there was an agenda 
item that was of interest to me? Yes.’
Stephen Fair said: ‘Highland Council 
has been publishing their headquar-
ters meetings for a few years now. It’s a 
terri� c facility for customers given their 
large geographic area. Argyll and Bute 
Council could readily adopt a similar 
set up, and reap similar bene� ts.’
Jill Bowis urged: ‘Having asked the 
First Minister when we had the Parlia-
ment here in Oban several years ago 
this exact question, and she told us 
all that there was funding for it, and it 
was something that all councils were 
being encouraged to do, and others 

already doing it. YES .. ABC are playing 
the Cost card falsely. There is already 
equipment, there is funding, and Even 
if they were not live, they could be 
recorded TODAY .. and uploaded with 
barely any cost.’ 
Michelle Mac wrote: ‘Everywhere else 
does it including Parliament, they are 
paid by the tax payer, answerable to 
us & a recent petition overwhelmingly 
supported live streaming . If they refuse 
they should be voted out or sacked for 
not complying with overwhelming 
public demand.’
Katharine Elwis agreed: ‘Yes. I’ve 
spent ages � nding minutes from Coun-
cil meetings to reveal the truth about 
who said what. It would be a lot easier 
if proceedings were televised and 
broadcast like other councils.’
John Beaton posted: Yes, of course. It’s 
not enough to only produce a minute 
nowadays, I want to see and hear the 
discussion behind council decisions 
and listen again if I want to.’
Laura Macdonald said: ‘Wouldn’t 

watch but don’t have a problem with 
it depending where the money would 
come from. Wouldn’t want money 
taken away from other things if only 3 
people would actually be watching.’
Murdo MacKenzie wrote: ‘Yes. If they 
have nothing to hide they should have 
nothing to fear.’
Robert McCall o� ered: ‘Good enough 
for the Scottish Government..Then why 
are our council so resistant to it ?’
Allan Strang Jnr posted: ‘Yeah. What’s 
to hide. Prove your electoral voters to 
have the faith or do we just go with the 
same rubbish every Council sitting...’
David Glencross asked: ‘Public serv-
ants or self serving unaccountable 
rogues?’
Christine Richards said: ‘Yes particu-
larly planning meetings.’
Stuart Craine reasoned: ‘I think the 
bene� ts of broadcasting via a website 
to the public are obvious. It will open 
up the debates and allow everyone 
quick and easy access to the general 
discussions done on our behalf.’
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Lochaber is 
a key area 
for us as it’s 
a gateway to 
many of the 
islands we 
serve. ”

Peter Gri�  ths
Marketing Manager of 

Caledonian MacBrayne

Lochaber Tourism Day with CalMac -
Debate, Engage, Network

Lochaber Ideas Week
 November 13-17, 2017

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Twitter: https://twitter.com/lochaberchamber                                            Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LochaberChamberLochaber Chamber of Commerce on Twitter: https://twitter.com/lochaberchamber                                            Lochaber Chamber of Commerce on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LochaberChamber

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is inviting tour-
ism related businesses throughout Lochaber - The 
Outdoor Capital of the UK - and further afield, to 
attend ’Tourism Day’, in partnership with Caledo-
nian MacBrayne Ferries, at The Moorings Hotel, 
Banavie, on Thursday 16 November, as part of 
Lochaber Ideas Week 2017. 

Lochaber ideas Week is a cel-
ebration of business, education 
and community through a gath-
ering of exceptional talks, work-
shops, competitions, discussion 
and networking opportunities 
from 13 - 17 October.

The Ideas Week Tourism Day 
will give delegates the exciting 
opportunity to join some of 
the most powerful voices in 
Scotland’s tourism industry 
and take part in a number of 
presentations, debates and dis-
cussions surrounding the future 
of tourism in Fort William and 
Lochaber - The Outdoor Capi-
tal of the UK.

Peter Griffiths, Marketing 
Manager of Caledonian 
MacBrayne said “Lochaber 
is a key area for us as it’s a 
gateway to many of the islands 
we serve.  Visitors travelling to Skye, the Outer 
Hebrides and the Small Isles can all enjoy the 
Lochaber area and hopefully stop in at the UK’s 
outdoor capital. Lochaber ideas Week will see us 
share best practice on travel and tourism, which 
will in turn ensure an even better experience for 
visitors.”

One of the highlights of the morning session will 
be a panel discussion titled ‘The Future of Dig-
ital Tourism’, with representatives from CalMac 
Ferries, Expedia, Booking.com and VisitScotland 
and chaired by Marc Crothall, Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Tourism Alliance. The afternoon 

session will feature another panel discussion, 
this time supported by the Highland LEADER 
Programme, on how local businesses can better 
engage with the growing cruise market in the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK in order to maximise 
the potential of this market.

At a special industry show-
case delegates will also be 
able to network with tourism 
activity businesses based in 
Lochaber; and to finish the 
day off in style there will be 
an evening networking event 
tasting a selection of top class 
whiskies and gins from around 
Scotland. 

Chris O’Brien, Lochaber’s 
Destination Manager at Loch-
aber Chamber of Commerce, 
said: “Ideas Week is a fantastic 
opportunity for businesses 
from Lochaber and beyond to 
exchange thoughts, network 
and gain new business! Over 
the years a number of compa-
nies have formed extremely 
profitable relationships as well 
as presenting themselves to 
an engaged audience of keen 
Lochaber entrepeneurs!”

Lochaber Ideas Week is a catalyst to stimulate 
fresh initiatives and ventures, creating new 
connections and points of collaboration designed 
to enhance Fort William and Lochaber, The 
Outdoor Capital of the UK, as a fantastic place 
in which to live, work and visit.  Ideas Week 2017 
is sponsored by Nevis Range, hosted by The 
Moorings Hotel and powered by No Fuss Events.  
To find out what else is going on during Lochaber 
Ideas Week 2017 go to www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk

To register for tickets (free) for Lochaber Ideas 
Week Tourism Day go to Eventbrite!

MV Lochnevis at Mallaig

Ulva wins 
the right 
to buy 
the island
RESIDENTS on Ulva were 
celebrating this week after being 
told they have the right to buy 
the island, writes Sandy Neil.

The Isle of Ulva has been in 
social and economic decline for 
a number of years. The ambi-
tion is to turn this around and 
manage the estate to provide 
sustainable benefits for the com-
munity in the short to medium 
term and in the long term for 
future generations, including 
the repopulation of the island.

Fisherman and Ulva resident 
Rhuri Munro, who works out 
of Ulva Sound, said: ‘Having 
grown up on Ulva and now 
bringing up my own children, 
I’m incredibly proud to be a part 
of this community right to buy 
application.’

Emma McKie, who runs the 
Boathouse café on Ulva, added: 
‘I grew up on Ulva and am over-
joyed to hear that we now have 
the opportunity as a community 
to buy it.’

The North West Mull Com-
munity Woodland Company ex-
plained what happens next: ‘As 
this was a “late” application in 
response to Ulva coming on the 
market, a formal process now 
starts as set out in Scotland’s 
Land Reform legislation. The 
government will now arrange for 
an official valuation and a postal 
ballot to be carried out. We have 
eight months within which to 
set out our business plan and 
raise the purchase price. An 
application will be made to the 
Scottish Land Fund, which it is 
hoped will be able to provide a 
substantial proportion of the 
necessary funds. Other public 
and private funding sources will 
also be approached. ‘However, 
there will be a requirement for 
the community itself to raise a 
proportion of the overall cost.’

Oban’s Iona Campbell celebrated a triple monster catch this year – landing three giant � sh each weighing more than 100lbs. And she has the photographs to prove it, 
posing here with dad Ronnie and skipper Alan and a 128lb blue shark. The 26-year-old caught the blue shark and a 100lb porbeagle o�  Wales in July, and then a 152lb 

skate o�  Kerrera last month, before releasing the monsters back into the seas to � ght another day. ‘It is just pot luck if they bite on your line,’ the Oban dispensing 
optician said. ‘I did not think I would be able to handle a porbeagle. They are a lot more � ery on the end of the line. They run circles around the boat, and they will 

give you a nasty bite. They are absolute brutes. Shark is easier than skate, which you are � shing through 450ft of water. They bury themselves � at, like a suction pad. 
Bringing it up is knackering. It took at least half an hour.’ Iona landed her biggest catch, a 174lb skate, aged just 14 while � shing o�  Mull, and has been hooked since.

Oban angler Iona lands third whopper in a row

Reprimanded care home is 
blasted for its lack of hygiene
A CARE home in Benderloch 
has been blasted for its lack of 
hygiene and the way it treated one 
of its patients.

Allan McMillan removed his 
friend from the Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home saying he was ‘lucky 
if he was getting showered once a 
week’.

Last month The Oban Times 
reported that the care home was 
issued with a formal warning by 
the Care Inspectorate.

One of the more serious issues 
the inspectorate highlighted was 
a lack of hot water. The report 
said baths and showers were 
‘rarely used’ in the home which 
houses 62 elderly people.

The report went on: ‘This leaves 
residents more susceptible to skin 
problems and infections, and 
does not promote the dignity of 
the residents.’

Mr McMillan, who has power of 
attorney for his friend, removed 
him from the facility because 
he had concerns regarding his 
health.

‘The home stinks of urine,’ he 
said. ‘He tells me he was only 
showered once a week.

‘It was costing nearly £5,000 
per month and that was for a lack 
of care. I complained about the 
smell coming off him and they 
said he was being bathed but he 
was not. You were lucky if he was 
getting showered once a week.

‘When he rang his buzzer, it was 
10 to 15 minutes before someone 
would come near him.’

Mr McMillan said his friend had 
been suffering with a leg wound 
since he entered the home.

‘He had been in the home since 
September of last year, but the 

wound had not healed at all. He 
has been home with us for eight 
weeks – we measured it at 36 
millimetres and it is now at eight 
millimetres.’

Mr McMillan said that since 
moving his friend has been 
receiving regular showers, 
adding: ‘And because of this 
his health has improved 100 
per cent. His mobility is bril-
liant now and the wound has 

reduced. It’s unbelievable.’
When asked what could be 
done to improve the facility, Mr 
McMillan said: ‘Shut it down 
and start again. If you are paying 
£5,000 a month for someone you 
care about to be taken care of, 
you expect them to be taken care 
of, not abused in that way.’

Contacted by The Oban Times, 
a spokesman for McKenzie Care 
Homes said: ‘McKenzie Care 

Homes would like to apologise 
for the concern and distress 
the recent Care Inspectorate 
findings may have caused and 
we have already begun to take 
action to return the home to a 
place where everyone can feel 
safe, relaxed and receive the care 
and support they deserve.

‘We have developed a robust 
action plan to show how we plan 
to improve the service generally 

and improve the outcomes for 
each person living in Lynn of 
Lorne Care Home. 

‘We have recently recruited a 
new manager for the service and 
strongly feel that this will be a 
positive appointment.’

Kieron Green, Argyll and 
Bute Council lead for health 
and social care, said: ‘I know 
that health and social care staff 
have been working hard with 

MacKenzie Care to improve 
the quality of care provided in 
the Lynn of Lorne and I hope 
that this can deliver long-lasting 
improvements.’

Counillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘Despite the report from 
the Care Inspectorate, I am more 
than confident that the plans 
they have in place are robust and 
will see an improved delivery of 
this very important service.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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Lochaber                5
Shawlands FP                 24
BT West Division 3

Lottery
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Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Carradale    4
South Lochaber Thistle   5
West of Scotland AFL

Lochaber club 
lottery numbers

Football

Rugby

Gutsy Lochaber outdone
by strong Shawlands pack
A DOGGED Lochaber defence 
couldn’t prevent a big Shawlands 
pack from scoring four tries to 
seal victory in the league.

Lochaber welcomed the Glas-
gow side to Banavie on Satur-
day, one week after both teams 
progressed to the semi-finals of 
the bowl competition.

Shawlands came into this 
game in good form, having beat-
en league leaders Bishopton the 
previous week, so Lochaber 
knew they were be in for a tough 
afternoon. In the opening ex-
changes, the match progressed 
to a very physical confrontation 
with the big Shawlands side try-
ing to smash through the Loch-
aber defence, which continued 
to hold strong until almost half 
way through the first half.

Lochaber had a good spell of 
possession and territory but 
they gave away a penalty in 
Shawlands’ half. The visitors 
kicked for territory and, from 
the resulting lineout and a 
missed tackle, Shawlands were 
through to score under the posts 
for the first points of the game 
against the run of play.

Callum Boyd and his team-mates battled through bouts of torrential rain during Saturday’s match. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

But the home side rallied well 
and turned the ball over just 
after the restart. They worked 
their way down into the corner 
and centre Callum Boyd got the 
ball down over the line after 
some great attacking play to 
make the score 5-7.

Shawlands responded well, 
however, and got their second 
try of the game after a quick 
breakaway opened up space 
on the right wing which they 
utilised to score.

Lochaber looked to retaliate 
straight away with another try 
but it wasn’t to be. After some 
quick hands moving the ball 
from right to left, second row 
Mark Gibbings almost made it 
to the line but in the tackle that 
prevented him scoring, Gibbings 
suffered an injury to his knee, 
damaging his medial ligament.

In the second half, Shawlands 
were able to control possession 
a lot more with Lochaber unable 
to get any real hands on the 
ball. Shawlands scored a further 
two tries from close range after 
significant amount of pressure 
on the Lochaber defence. On 
both occasions the Glasgow side 

managed to find a hole in the 
Lochaber defence to squeeze 
the ball over the line.

Lochaber continued to attack 

the Shawlands line when they 
managed to get their hands on 
the ball but were unable to find 
a way through the defence.

The match ended Lochaber 5, 
Shawlands 24.

With Cowal also losing to 
Police Scotland Glasgow, Loch-

aber remain third in the West 
League Division 3 and will now 
look towards this weekend’s fix-
ture away to Mull. Kick-off 3pm.

Safety fi rst for Glengarry 
juniors after sponsor boost
A HIGHLAND cruise company has invested in 
the safety of a team of young Lochaber shinty 
players.

Ronald and Debi Mackenzie, owners of Cruise 
Loch Ness (CLN) in Fort Augustus, have spon-
sored 12 helmets to be used by members of Glen-
garry junior shinty team, based at Invergarry.

Debi said CLN were delighted to help a local 
organisation, commenting: ‘Glengarry is the 
nearest shinty team to the CLN base – just seven 
miles down the road. A number of youngsters 
from both Invergarry and Fort Augustus are part 
of the successful team.

‘We are delighted to help the club, which is 
an amateur organisation that is dependent on 
donations.

‘Safety is a top priority in any sport but par-

Debi Mackenzie of Cruise Loch Ness, centre, with members of Glengarry junior shinty team
and their coaches. 

Kinloch High rewarded
for sporting success

Kinlochleven High School pupils David Wilson, S4, and Lorna 
McCorquodale, S4, are this year’s sports ambassadors and chair 

the school’s sports council.

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School has been rewarded for 
innovation and achievement in 
delivering physical education 
and extra-curricular sport.

In recognition of its commit-
ment to engaging all pupils in 
sporting activity, the school 
has achieved the sportscotland 
silver School Sport Award.

Rebecca Machin, head teach-
er at the school, commented: 
‘It’s an honour to be awarded 
the sportscotland Silver School 
Sport Award. Our staff work 
incredibly hard. We believe 
that physical education, phys-
ical activity and sport are such 
important factors in the school 
curriculum.’

Kinlochleven follows Ardna-
murchan High School, who 
were also presented with a silver 
award last week.

As part of the National 
Lottery funded programme, 
the sportscotland School Sport 
Award is a national initiative 
that is designed to encourage 
schools to continuously improve 
physical education and sport, 
as well as encouraging sporting 
links between schools and the 
communities around them.

Stewart Harris, chief exec-
utive of sportscotland, said: 
‘Congratulations to all the staff 
and pupils at Kinlochleven 
High School – they should be 
extremely proud of this fantastic 
achievement. Not only have they 
put physical education and sport 
at the heart of their school and 

local community, but they have 
managed to do so in a way that 
encourages all pupils to engage 
in physical activity while having 
fun at the same time.

‘Sportscotland is committed 
to building a world-class sport-
ing system for everyone, and a 
crucial part of that is putting 
young people at the heart. 
Working with our partners in 
local authorities and governing 
bodies of sport, we are creating 
closer links between physical 
education, school sport and 
club sport, which benefits young 

people by providing more and 
better opportunities to take 
part in sport.’

The sportscotland School 
Award is supported by the 
Active Schools Network, a pro-
gramme that involves sportscot-
land working in partnership 
with all 32 local authorities to 
encourage schools to ensure 
there are opportunities for all 
children and young people to 
engage, participate and reach 
their potential in this area.

Sports award

ticularly one as fast-paced and physical as shinty. 
We are sure the new helmets will be well used and 
will be an important protective addition for team 
members’ kits.’

Shinty’s ruling body, the Camanachd Associa-
tion, has made it compulsory for all under-14s and 
under-17s to wear a helmet and faceguard in youth 
and senior competitions for a number of years.

Elaine Cameron, Glengarry junior team coach, 
added: ‘We have seen an increase in attendance at 
our junior shinty coaching sessions so this gener-
ous donation comes at the right time for the club 
and we are very grateful.’

Youth shinty

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Hat-trick 
Hungarian 
gives Jags 
the points

A HAT-TRICK from man in 
form Erik Tot and a goal apiece 
from Martin Munro and Calum 
Marley Macphee gave Thistle 
the points against Carradale in 
a match played in Campbeltown 
making the seven hour round 
trip a happy one for the travel-
ling side.

SLT dominated much of the 
game and could have gone in 
at half time five or six goals 
to the good with Tot, Munro 
and Johnston all unlucky with 
strikes.

A poor last ten minutes saw 
Carradale claw back three goals 
but SLT held on for the victory 
their play deserved.

An improvement again from 
the Jags who got their first 
points of the season on the 
board.

Always a pleasure to play 
Carradale and the club look 
forward to welcoming them 
up to Kinlochleven later in the 
season.

Hat-trick hero Erik Tot.

Fort game o� 

LAST Saturday’s Highland 
League game between Fort Wil-
liam and Inverness Clach was 
called off when Claggan Park 
was declared unplayable.
 Fort William take on Inverurie 
Locos this Saturday at Claggan 
Park.  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 12, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 04.14 1.2 09.57 3.2 17.01 1.5 22.59 2.9
Fri 05.25 1.4 11.37 3.0 18.27 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sat 01.24 2.9 06.44 1.5 13.55 3.2 20.11 1.6
Sun 02.45 3.1 08.04 1.4 15.02 3.4 21.24 1.4
Mon 03.39 3.3 09.11 1.2 15.45 3.6 22.12 1.2
Tues 04.17 3.5 10.03 1.0 16.18 3.8 22.51 1.0
Wed 04.47 3.7 10.46 0.8 16.50 4.0 23.25 0.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
16

14

Thursday Cloudy with heavy rain later
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 13ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.


