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DECISION makers at the centre 
of the heating fuel price scandal 
sweeping Argyll have yet to 

after it was highlighted by The 
Oban Times.

With winter looming, residents 
are becoming increasingly 
worried botched heating systems 
will plunge them into debt 

bills is found quickly.
The concern comes after 

Colonsay Terrace resident Elwira 
Luzak told The Oban Times
she has spent £10,700 paying 
electricity bills since 2009 

supplier that was ‘normal’ for 
Soroba. She said: ‘I am actually 
losing hope something will be 
done’.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), Scottish 
and Southern Energy and system 

A £7.5MILLION science centre at Dunbeg, 
described as a white elephant at Oban Community 
Council on Monday, was built ‘speculatively’, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) has 
admitted.

Since it was opened last December, Malin House 

the 19,350sq ft building only used on a handful of 
occasions for short events. 

to be built on the site opposite the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, forming the new 
European Marine Science Park (EMSP).

But criticism of the lack of occupancy has been 
growing in the town, with Oban Community 

being used to its full potential. 

Member Sean MacIntyre described the building 
as a ‘white elephant’, suggesting it could instead 
be used to house the new Dunbeg Primary School 
Campus.

HIE said: ‘Malin House was a speculative build, 
designed to attract investment to an area which 
already houses 160 employees working at the 
cutting edge of research and education.

‘By providing property infrastructure, HIE 
aims to boost growth and create jobs in the sector.
Without property infrastructure, the area would 
not be able to provide the capacity to develop 
new jobs and companies would simply locate 
elsewhere

‘The Science Park is an ambitious development 

that will take time to reach its full potential 

attracting strong interest from the marine science 
community.’

Speaking during Monday’s community council 
meeting, Mr MacIntyre said: ‘They’re already 
talking about building a new campus out there 

the new houses. 
‘Why not use that big, white elephant? It’s just 

lying empty.’
Members said the proposal was a ‘fantastic 

idea’, with some suggesting HIE had ‘wasted 
money’ on the development, comparing the 

home to Oban’s Argyll College campus, and the 
still vacant call centre in Campbeltown.

AN ENGINEERING 
contractor working on the 
Isle of Islay is believed to 
have won £1m on a National 
Lottery scratchcard bought in 
Port Askaig Stores.

National Lottery operators 
Camelot said it could not 

a winning ticket had been 

the bumper win has been the 
talk of the place since last 
week. 

Locals told The Oban Times
that the winner worked for 

company Diamond 

Closed doors 
meeting call
OBAN Community Council 
wants to have closed doors 
meetings with the local 

what’s going on behind closed 
doors.

Member Duncan Martin is 
keen to have the community 
council represented at every 
level of decisions made for the 
local area; and wants the body 
to be party to discussions at all 
levels.

However, local councillor 
Roddy McCuish has attempted 
to temper the body’s enthusiasm 
for the proposal, saying it may 
not sit well with locals.

He said: ‘I would welcome it 

community councillors might 
feel they’re meeting outwith 
their usual forum. They think 
this is the forum they should 
meet in.’

Mr Martin said: ‘The proposal 
was we had a meeting that 
wasn’t a public meeting, so we 
aren’t the last people to hear 
about things. We want to be 
involved at every stage. As you 

it may be helpful to you [as a 
council] as well as us.’

Trust donates 
£5,000 to playpark
OBAN Community Playpark 
received a huge funding boost 
as The Oban Times went to 
press.

The charity received a 
donation of £5,000 from the 
MacQueen Brothers Charitable 
Trust to playpark funds.

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
are super grateful for this cash 
injection and we will be able 
to use this money to move our 
planning application forward.’

Opportunity still 
knocks in Oban
ORGANISERS behind the 
Hogmanay in Oban event 

for entries to its Opportunity 
Knocks competition.

The search is on for two acts 

Face The West at the Station 
Square December 31 bash.

The Opportunity Knocks 
competition will be held in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls on 
November 2 but entries must be 
submitted by this Saturday.

Entrants can apply online 
or pick up a form from Oban 
Filling Station.

A BENDERLOCH athlete has become the darling of 
Scottish distance running after a convincing win at 
Sunday’s Great Scottish Run.

Susan Partridge, who now lives in Leeds, completed 
the half marathon in a time of 1.10.40, just outside of 
her personal best, and more than a minute ahead of 

The win in Glasgow follows on from her 10th 

the Scottish Commonwealth Games squad.
Susan, who works at the Institute of Medical and 

Biological Engineering at the University of Leeds, 
told The Oban Times she was in the form of her life.

Speaking after the race, which was televised live 
on the BBC, she said: ‘I maybe could have broken my 
personal best if I had someone pushing me towards 
the end but I don’t care that I didn’t get it because I 
won.’

Olympic gold medallist Haile Gebrselassie, who 

race.

shortlisted for Scotland’s Athlete of the Year.
Proud father Alan Partridge, who lives in Appin, 

said: ‘I have noticed a change in her attitude to racing 

a meeting to get to the root of 
the problem, frustrating tenants 

winter and the apparent lack of 
activity.

Only ACHA residents have 
contacted The Oban Times so 
far, with reports of problems 
across Argyll, including Oban, 
Tiree, Islay, Mid Argyll and 
Cowal.

Oban councillor Fred Hall 
has now urged ACHA to ‘take 
ownership’ of the problem, 
before it gets any worse.

Mr Hall said: ‘ACHA are 
responsible for the heating 
systems within their own 
houses.  

‘It’s their heaters, so they’re 
responsible. With winter 
approaching fast, this has to be 
a priority.’

A spokesperson for SSE 

a meeting with ACHA to get 
to the root of the problem, but 
admits ‘we have a note of a lot 
of customers who have been in 
touch with us’.

A spokeswoman added: ‘We 
are still liaising with the housing 
association to get to the bottom 
of this for customers.  

‘I know we’re trying to arrange 
a meeting.’

The company has also 
promised to look again at Ms 
Luzak’s situation and apologised 
for the service she’s had so far.

Alastair MacGregor, was unable 
to comment at the time of going 
to press.

HIE admits £7.5m science centre at 
Dunbeg was built ‘speculatively’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN
the problems affecting ACHA 
tenants is becoming clearer, with 
a catalogue of errors seemingly 
contributing towards families 
and vulnerable residents having 
to shell out hundreds of pounds a 
month to turn on their heating.

The Oban Times has had reports 
of four seemingly separate 

inappropriate meters, faulty 
meters and unclear advice to 
tenants on which tariff they 
should be running.

Mandie Currie, manager of 
energy charity ALIEnergy, says 
they have received a number of 
calls from tenants of both ACHA 
and private landlords worried 
about the size of their bills.

She said: ‘With the recent 
increases in energy prices people 
are really seeing the difference 
and are noticing issues more.’

Great Scottish Run champion Susan Partridge crosses the finish line. Photograph by Jeff Holmes.

Susan with men’s race winner, double 
Olympic gold medallist Haile Gebrselassie. 

Winter fuel price 
worries grow
Decision makers yet to meet to get to 
root of exorbitant heating bills

Services, which had been 

work at Caol Ila Distillery. 
Diamond Services refused to 
comment when asked about 
the win.

Lorraine McNeill of Port 
Askaig Stores believes 
she sold the ‘£1m Gold’ 
scratchcard, bought for £5. 
She said: ‘The news very 
quickly went round the island 
but whoever won has not 
been back in.’

Asked if she considered 
herself a lucky charm, 
Lorraine replied: ‘Yes, but for 
someone else!’

Benderloch
athlete wins Great 
Scottish Run

MULL councillor Alastair 
MacDougall is likely to lead the 
new Oban, Lorn and Isles Area 
Committee as plans are drawn 
up for the new administration of 
the council.

New leader Dick Walsh has 
been in talks to establish spokes
person roles since taking the top 
seat last week, with a provisional 
list drawn up. Mr MacDougall is 
set to welcome Elaine Robertson 
as his deputy at the Oban, Lorn 
and Isles Area Committee (OLI). 
Mr MacDougall, who lives at 
Fionnphort on Mull, could be 
set for several long journeys 
though, with Oban Community 
Council stating the head of the 
OLI committee should visit them 
monthly to keep them abreast of 
developments locally.

Mary Jean Devon, who was 
a member of the ousted SNP 
group, returns to the administra
tion as an independent, remain

Mull councillor set to lead 
new area committee

Islanders say £1m scratchcard 
winner bought ticket in Port Askaig

ing as spokesperson for children 
and family services. She will be 
deputised by Jimmy McQueen.

Kintyre’s Rory Colville is to 
take control of the licensing 
board, David Kinniburgh will 
head up the planning commit

chairman of both.
Meanwhile an agricultural 

forum is to be established to ‘ad
dress the rural situation within 
Argyll and Bute’. Under the 
proposal, the group will be made 
up of Robert MacIntyre, Bruce 
Marshall, Rory Colville, Robert 
G MacIntyre and Robin Currie.

The new leadership steering 
group, consisting of Mr Walsh, 
Ellen Morton, Duncan MacIn
tyre, Gary Mulvaney, Dougie 
Philand, Robin Currie and 
Vivien Dance, have provision
ally agreed the roles ahead of the 

end of the month.

Rewarding in More 
Ways Than One

Please phone Toril Frantzen on 01631 563068, 
e-mail her at toril.frantzen@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

or write to her at Argyll and Bute Council, Community 
Services, Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4JA.

Fostering…

We need respite carers who can take children for brief, 
time-limited periods to support their full-time carers.

We need shared carers who can offer short-term, planned 
care, usually to a child with special needs, whose families 

arrange babysitting or childcare.
We need foster carers who can look after a child or 

children either for a temporary period while plans are 
made for their future or for an extended period if they are 

unable to go back to their families. We are particularly 
looking for families for sibling groups who need a 

temporary home where they can live together until a 
decision is made regarding their future.

We need adoptive parents and permanent carers
who can offer a child or a sibling group a family to grow up in 

and to provide support for them for the rest of their lives.
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A MAJOR new appeal to 
prevent child abuse through 
education has been launched in 
the Highlands and islands.

Now I Know, an NSPCC 
Scotland initiative, aims to 
visit every primary school in the 
region every two years to teach 
youngsters how to recognise 
abuse.

The appeal comes after 
research revealed only 32 per 
cent of adults in the Highlands 
and islands say they would have 
been able to recognise abuse if 
it had been happening to them 
at primary school, when aged 
between nine and 11.

The charity’s ChildLine 
Schools Service has already 

combined tune of almost half a million 
pounds thanks to the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Change Fund.

The islands were among the biggest 
winners with groups from Mull and Iona, 
Lismore, Islay and Coll all being handed 
grants.

Colintraive and Glendaruel Development 
Trust was also successful with its grant 
application, receiving £172,357 for a project 
which aims to reduce carbon emissions in 
the areas of food, waste and energy within 
their local communities. 

Mull and Iona Community Trust was 

given £61,225 towards its sustainable homes 
project which will help islanders reduce 
energy bills and carbon emissions with the 
help of an energy advisor. 

Other ‘green’ projects also won over the 
funding body with Lismore Public Hall 

The Lismore Hall Energy project also aims 
to raise awareness of climate change and cut 
carbon emissions through ‘greener’ travel 
alternatives.

The Whisky Island Sustainability project, 
run by Islay and Jura Community Enter-
prises Ltd and Islay Energy Trust, has been 

given £106,168 to promote green modes of 
transport on the islands. The project will 
see an island lift share scheme to reduce car 
journeys as well as cutting carbon emissions 
by installing new LED lighting and insula-
tion at Mactaggart Leisure Centre.

RecyColl’s Moving Coll Towards Zero 
Waste project aims to provide a centre for 
learning, information sharing, practical 
recycling and reuse activities on the Isle of 
Coll, which the grant for £111,449 will help 
towards.

This latest round of funding saw £3.6 
million distributed in total to help people in 
Scotland cut their carbon footprint.

Environment minister Paul Wheelhouse 
said: ‘It’s great to see communities in the 
Highlands and islands showing a real desire 
and willingness to do their bit and work 
together to look at ways they can cut their 
own carbon footprint and, in turn, reduce 
Scotland’s.

‘It is only right that we support those who 
want to make a difference and improve Scot-
land’s environment. I would encourage other 
communities in the Highlands and Islands 
to consider taking up the opportunity to 
take advantage of the funding available and 
play their own part in addressing climate 
change.’

PHOTOGRAPHS of Tobermo-
ry’s Severn class lifeboat and 
children of the crew will be 
touring the UK as part of an 
outdoor exhibition showcasing 
the RNLI. 

The exhibition has just been 
launched in Birmingham and 
will tour the UK and Ireland 

appearing in locations including 
London, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff and Dublin.

THE FUNERAL of a Cumbrian man found 
dead below the Cuillins’ highest peak is 
being held in Carlisle today (Thursday).

The body of John Hamer, from Brampton, 
was discovered by mountain rescue teams 
two days after he was reported missing on 
September 24.

It is believed Mr Hamer, one of Cumbria’s 
most experienced fell walkers, died in a fall 
from a ridge above Coire a Ghrunnda, on the 

The 66-year-old had climbed all the highest 
mountains in England, Scotland and Wales 
as well as some of the top ranges all over the 
world.

The alarm was raised when he failed to 
return to the Glen Brittle Memorial Hut 
where his wife Betty and the rest of their 
party, who were on an annual walking meet, 
were staying.

Rescue helicopters from Stornoway 
Coastguard, the RAF and the Royal Navy 
joined Skye and Kintail mountain rescue 
teams, an RAF mountain rescue team and 
dogs from the Search and Rescue Dogs 
Association and the Highland and Islands 
Division police dog section in looking for 
Mr Haymer. 

Mrs Hamer paid tribute to everyone who 
searched for John after he went missing.

She said: ‘The rescue services and the police 
were extremely supportive and involved me 
fully in the two days of the search.

‘They were all volunteers who thought 
nothing of leaving their places of work and 
spending many hours working with great 
dedication and determination.’

Donations will be given to Skye and 
Kintail mountain rescue teams at the funeral 
service in Carlisle crematorium.

A WORLD-acclaimed Lochaber 
climber has hailed a commercial 
sponsorship deal that will see a 

mountain rescue teams with 
life-saving avalanche training 
and equipment.

Dave MacLeod is famed for 
his gravity-defying exploits, 
including a near-impossible 
ascent of Echo Wall on Ben 
Nevis in 2011 which took two 
years of planning.

But last Wednesday he had no 
further to go than Glen Nevis, 
where he joined Ian Macleod 
Distillers UK commercial 
director Neil Boyd to unveil the 
three-year agreement.

Under the partnership, the 
company will contribute a 
further £10,000 to Scottish 
Mountain Rescue, with 15p 
from the sale of each bottle of 
Isle of Skye 8 Year Old Blended 
Scotch Whisky also going to the 
charity.

Ian Macleod Distillers has 
already invested £100,000 
towards a dedicated ‘Isle of Skye 
Mountain Spirit’campaign to 
help fund new rescue equipment, 
support SARDA (Search and 
Rescue Dog Association) 

RESIDENTS of Scalpay, off 
Harris, are another step closer 
to managing their own island 
thanks to Scottish Land Fund 
(SLF) cash.

The £60,330 grant to the North 
Harris Trust means local people 
can progress plans for the 702 
hectare Scalpay Estate, which 
includes most of the island and 
seven outlying uninhabited 
islands.

The money will support 
conveyancing costs as well as 

post.
The move comes two years 

after Scalpay owner Fred Taylor 
offered the island as a free gift 
to its 300 permanent residents.
Islanders subsequently voted 
to join with North Harris Trust 
(NHT) to reunite Scalpay 
with North Harris Estate, 
integrating them together un-
der community ownership.
Sheila Roderick, Scalpay 
resident and NHT director, 

A STORNOWAY youngster 
has picked up a top award at an 
international public speaking 
competition in Belfast.

Nicolson Institute pupil Peigi 
Ann Scott won the best speaker 
award in the Scottish section of 
the Scottish and Irish competi-
tion Ri Chèile after her talk on 
the importance of establishing 

Broadford and             
Strath Community   
Council to reform
BROADFORD and Strath Community 
Council is to reform after a gap of more 
than a year.

The Isle of Skye group fell into abeyance 
in July last year because of a lack of 
members, but now eight local residents have 
come forward to ensure the community 
council has enough people to be re-
established.

The new councillors are Mary Anderson, 
Dorothy Cullinane, Caroline Gould, Calum 
Macleod and Paul Yoxon, all of Broadford, 
Alistair McPherson and Christopher Revill 
of Breakish and Adele Beck of Torrin.

Meanwhile, three Lochaber community 
councils have also found the extra numbers 
they needed to continue. 

Maureen McColl has returned as a full 
member of Arisaig Community Council, 
while Nether Lochaber have recruited 
Stewart Livingston to take them up to the 
required number of councillors.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry now has three new permanent 
members - Jonathan Davies and Brian 
Donald of Roy Bridge and Elizabeth 
Fotheringham of Spean Bridge - taking 
their total to seven.

Youngsters to plan 
conferences
YOUNG people in the Western 
Isles are being asked to help 
plan a series youth conferences 
in the islands designed to give 
them a voice in improving local 
services.

A consultation set up by the 
comhairle’s youth engagement 
team will also gather percep-
tions from the islands’ youth 
of how they are included in 
decision making and how this 

will be used to identify young 
people’s priorities in order 
to plan the activities for the 
conference.  Opinions can be 
logged at http://www.survey-
monkey.com/s/KPSDG6L until 
October 14.

Safety video for 
sea kayakers
STRONTIAN company Sunart 
Media is launching a free safety 
video for sea kayakers online 
this week.

Shot off the Isle of Skye and 
the Isle of Lewis, the video 
demonstrates different safety 
equipment in action so kayakers 
can see which is the most 
effective, and teaches how to 
raise the alarm in event of an 
emergency.

Video producer Simon Willis 
said: ‘The rescue professionals 
of the coastguard and lifeboats 
shared their expertise with 
our team of top kayakers. It’s 
amazing how much you learn 
by watching the professionals 
do their jobs. The result was we 
all learnt a huge amount, and 
that’s what we’ve put into the 
video.’

The free video will be 
available to watch on YouTube 
and Vimeo from Monday.

The ‘future crew’ of Tobermory - but the kids of the lifeboat’s current volunteers have a bit of growing up to do first. Photograph by Nigel 
Millard.

rescue dogs and provide highly 
specialised avalanche rescue 
training for Scotland’s 26 
volunteer mountain rescue 
teams.

Roy Bridge-based Mr 
MacLeod, one of the world’s 
leading professional climbers, 
said: ‘I’m really pleased to see 
Scottish Mountain Rescue get 
the backing they so deserve. 

‘This campaign will be 
instrumental in helping to raise 

and reminds us all why it’s so 
important to support them.

‘Scottish Mountain Rescue 
plays a vital role in safeguarding 
our well-being yet the work of 
the volunteers goes largely un-
noticed.’

Mr Boyd said: ‘The dedication 
and unfailing commitment to 
saving lives that’s shown by 
mountain rescue volunteers is 
inspiring and the catalyst behind 
the campaign.

‘The funds raised from 
the Isle of Skye Mountain 
Spirit campaign will support 
integral rescue resources for 
all of Scotland’s mountains and 
ultimately help safeguard the 
hundreds of volunteers who risk 

their lives on a daily basis to help 
others.’

The partnership aims to 
generate essential funds and raise 
awareness of the importance 
of Scottish Mountain Rescue’s 
voluntary work across Scotland. 

SMR chairman Jonathan 
Hart said: ‘Together, we have 

for the funds, raised by this 
sponsorship, to be directed at the 
provision of essential avalanche 
rescue training and for the supply 
of very specialised winter rescue 
equipment such as stretchers 
and avalanche probes. That will 

providing a faster location and 
transport time to hospital, and 
the volunteer team members 
through improved safety 
margins by having the most up 
to date equipment available. 

‘After the rescue is successfully 
concluded, they may also enjoy a 
wee dram.’

Last winter alone saw eight 
avalanche-related fatalities, 
with the volunteers from 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team 
responding to one tragic incident 
in which four people lost their 
lives.

SARDA Southern Scotland rescue dog Ruby joins Ian Macleod Distillers’ Neil Boyd,  Scottish 
Mountain Rescue project manager Andy Rockall and Roy Bridge climber Dave MacLeod to celebrate 

the new sponsorship deal. 

Among the exhibition images 
is a photograph of the Elizabeth 
Fairlie Ramsey in early morning 
light in Tobermory Bay and a 
picture of children of the crew 
dressed in their fathers’ oilskins, 
entitled Future Crew. The pho-
tographs were captured through 
the lens of RNLI lifeboat crew 
member and award-winning 
professional photographer Nigel 
Millard and also feature in The 
Lifeboat: Courage on our Coasts

book. Nigel’s photos, the result of 
two years of work, offer a unique 
insight into the full scope of the 
RNLI’s lifesaving work. 

Nigel spent four days in To-
bermory in November last year, 
not only shadowing the crew on 
exercises but also meeting other 
station volunteers, their families 
and the Ross of Mull fundraising 
branch. 

He said: ‘I hope the exhibi-
tion will raise awareness of the 

charity. People who don’t know 
anything about rescue at sea will 
get to hear about it, they will 
know we’re here to help. 

‘Someone might be inspired to 
volunteer – not necessarily on the 
crew, but maybe as a fundraiser. 
Or some might wish to donate.’

The Lifeboat: Courage on our 
Coasts by Nigel Millard and 
Huw Lewis-Jones is available 
from rnlishop.org, Amazon and 
other good book stores.

Climber hails 

mountain
rescue deal

Peigi Ann Scott, centre, with two other winners from the event, 
Jack Walsh of Dublin and Cuisle Nic Liam from in Belfast. 

a Gaelic-medium secondary 
school in Lewis.

Teacher Allison Kennedy 
accompanied the Stornoway 
pupils on the trip. She said: ‘It 
was an excellent trip which gave 
our pupils a good insight into 
Irish culture and the part the 
language has in their everyday 
lives.’

Planning a new future for Scalpay: Lewis Mackenzie of Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, left, and Calum Mackay of the North Harris 

Trust, right, with Scalpay residents Kenneth Morrison, Sheila 
Roderick, Seumas Morrison, Mairead Morrison, Andrew Morrison, 

Donald John Cunningham and Alasdair Morrison.

integration of Scalpay into 
the framework of NHT would 
be accomplished smoothly.
She said: ‘As a nominated direc-

tor for Scalpay it is with great 
pleasure and anticipation that I 
look forward to the island being 
joined to the North Harris Trust.
Many opportunities and chal-

lenges lie ahead for us all but the 
knowledge that, as part of NHT, 
the aspirations and hopes of 
the Scalpay community can be 
realised is a great motivation.

‘I am very happy to have been 
given the chance to take part in 
this momentous step forward 
and look forward - with the as-
sistance of the NHT - to seeing 
the potential of resources and 
people being realised and the 
turning of a new page in the 
history of Scalpay.’

charged with fostering sustain-
able business development and 
exploring ways to expand the 
marine, recreational and tourism 
sectors through improvements 
to land, infrastructure and 
facilities. Launched last year, 
the £9 million Scottish Land 
Fund is funded by the Scottish 
Government and delivered by 
the Big Lottery Fund in partner-
ship with Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

visited 77 schools in the area, 
reaching over 2,060 children to 
ensure they know the signs of 
abuse to look for.

The NSPCC estimates that 
over 9,000 primary school 
children across Scotland are 
suffering from abuse and neglect 
right now.  A total of 80 per cent 
of children on child protection 
registers in Scotland are under 
the age of 11, yet only 14 per 
cent of children contacting the 
charity’s ChildLine service are 
this young.

The new service aims to give 

about abuse, the knowledge to 

help if they ever need it.

Paul Farthing, NSPCC’s direc-
tor of fundraising, said: ‘Often 
children who are suffering from 
abuse simply don’t understand 
that what is happening to them is 
wrong and they cannot seek help 
because they are unable to speak 
out and describe their situation.’

He added: ‘With public sup-
port, we can visit every primary 
school in every community in 
Scotland by 2016. And we’ll 
continue to visit each of these 
schools every two years so that 
a generation of Scottish children 
can say ‘Now I Know’ – and not, 
‘I wish I had known’.’

To support the campaign, visit 
www.nowiknow.org.uk/scot-
land. 

Stornoway pupil is best speaker

Tobermory lifeboat and crew’s 
children in focus across UK

New appeal to prevent child 
abuse launched by NSPCC

Wife pays tribute to rescue services

Cash sees Scalpay residents take another 
step towards managing their island
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Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your
local office on  or visit 

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

PROCEDURES for keeping 
people informed of A83 road 
closures are being ‘reviewed’ 
after locals were left in the 
dark following last Thursday’s 
landslide.

Transport Scotland told The 
Oban Times that ‘lessons 
would be learned’ following the 
landslide at Glen Kinglas, which 
saw the road closed for nine 
hours.

More than 100 tonnes of rubble 
slid on to the A83 at 6.55am, 
two miles north of the A83 and 
A815 Dunoon road junction - an 
area not previously affected by 
landslides.

In the three hours that followed 
businesses struggled to get 
information on the clean up 
operation and estimated times 
for reopening the road.

Mike Story, chairman of the A83 
Taskforce marketing committee, 
said the communications system, 
implemented under Transerv, 
had failed when transferred 
to BEAR Scotland, who took 

A PETITION has been launched by Barra 

all-weather pitch - bringing it into line with 
the rest of the Western Isles.

The existing pitch is repeatedly in need 
of repair and is often out of use due to poor 
drainage.

So far, the petition has gathered more than 
220 signatures - although it has a goal of 
reaching 500.

An all-weather pitch would eliminate 
the need for such intensive maintenance 
and give islanders on Barra and Vatersay 
year-round access to the sporting facility.

The youth council has called on 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to fund the pitch, 
as it has done previously throughout the rest 
of the Western Isles.

To sign the petition, log on to change.org 
and search for Barra Youth Council. 

A NORTH Argyll charity which 
helps children from Appin 
to Ardfern get the best start 
in life is celebrating its silver 
anniversary.

Home-Start Lorn has supported 
families with young children for 
the past 25 years and celebrated 
last week with a birthday lunch 
for staff past and present and 
volunteers.

Aileen Binner, the group’s co-
ordinator, said: ‘Our volunteers 
are a tremendous resource. Their 
support can help prevent the 
complete breakdown of a family 
unit and help parents give their 
children the best start in life. 

‘It has been a real privilege to 
work with volunteers who are 
both committed and passionate 
about the work they do.’

Guest speaker at the event 
was Dave Miliken, the Scottish 
director of Home-Start UK, who 
also presented 25th anniversary 

ELEVEN community councils 
in Argyll and Bute are in danger 
of becoming defunct following a 
lack of interest from the public.

Elections for these voluntary 
bodies will take place by postal 
vote on October 31 but at least 50 
per cent of available places need 

function.
Those currently without enough 

nominations include Kilninver 
and Kilmelford, Dunbeg, Gigha, 
Avich and Kilchrenan, Tarbert 
and Skipness, Dunadd, South 
Cowal, Garelochead and Rose-
neath and Clynder.

A by-election for these com-
munity councils will be held on 
December 19 following a further 
round of nominations which 
gives people another chance to 
sign up.

Nigel Mitchell, chairman of 
Kilninver and Kilmelford Com-
munity Council, said: ‘People 
were forewarned, we sent 
posters out and still only one 
person decided to put their name 
forward.’

Community councils have 
an ever more important role in 
society, voicing local views on 
planning and development and 
providing a link to Argyll and 
Bute Council.

On board
Mr Mitchell added: ‘People 

need to get on board with their 
local community council and 
start putting their views for-
ward.’

North Knapdale and Tiree had 
nobody wishing to join but a 
by-election will not be held. The 
two community councils have 
not been in operation for around 
four years.

Interest in becoming a member 
of the local community council 
soared in Bute - where 26 people 
are vying for the 20 spots avail-
able. Other community councils 
that require elections include 
Craignish, Seil and Easdale, 
Cairndow, Lochgoil, Arrochar 
and Tarbet and Luss and Arden.

A number of community coun-
cils had enough people volunteer 
to join but not enough to require 
an election. Those with nomi-
nees being elected unopposed 
in the Oban, Lorn and Isles area 
are Appin, Taynuilt, Oban, Mull, 
Luing, Lismore, Kilmore, Iona, 
Glenorchy and Innishail, Con-
nel, Coll and Ardchattan. 

There are also a further 26 
community councils facing un-
contested elections throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

A FRENCH man who pled 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
to possessing child porn has 
had his one year jail sentence 
quashed by appeal judges.

Fabrice Gue, 43, whose ad-
dress was last given in court as 
The Stables, Raemoir House 
Hotel, Banchory, had a three 
year community payback order 
imposed on him when he ap-
peared at Edinburgh High Court 
last week.

He will now be supervised and 

AN OBAN man has been fully committed 
for trial on charges of assault to severe 

abduction.
Darren MacIntyre, 38, remains in custody 

following his second petition hearing at 
Oban Sheriff Court last Thursday. 

A date has not yet been set for the case to 
return to court.

CONSTRUCTION has been 
temporarily halted on the new 
£1.3 million centre on the Isle of 
Luing due to a rock fall.

Work started on the Atlantic 
Islands Centre, at Cullipool, 
in July but was brought to a 
standstill a few weeks ago when 
rocks tumbled from the quarry 
edge.

Norman Bissell, vice-chair-
man of the Isle of Luing 

nobody was at risk during the 
incident, on September 20, and 
subsequent checks have seen 
positive results.

He said: ‘There was a rock 
slip at the edge of the quarry 
and there has been geotechnical 
investigations into it.

‘They want to be certain of the 

OBAN Lifeboat, one of the busiest in the 
country, will be open to the public this 
Saturday.

Coxswain John Hill and his crew will 
welcome visitors aboard the Mora Edith 
MacDonald at its Gallanach slipway from 
noon - 2pm.

When the lifeboat answered her 1,000th 
call out in August this year, to assist a 
man who fell ill at Castle Stalker in Port 
Appin, she had already travelled more than 
18,000 miles saving lives at sea.

Christmas cards and calendars will be 
on sale at the station to raise money for the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

More than 100 tonnes of debris hit the road just before 7am on Thursday morning. Photo: Kevin McGlynn. 

responsibility for the road in 
April.

He said: ‘I have written to 
the head of Transport Scotland 
and BEAR Scotland with the 
minister’s [minister for transport 
Keith Brown] approval to make 
sure the system is a lot tighter. 

‘The encouraging thing is that 
within two hours of what we 
perceived was the communication 
not being what it should be, it 
went up to ministerial level and 
within eight hours Keith Brown 
was on site.’

Response
He added: ‘The response 

was good on the ground; they 
managed to open the road in 
horrendous conditions. It was 
really the communication that 

that.’
A spokeswoman for Transport 

Scotland said: ‘Procedures are 
being reviewed and immediate 
changes, such as widening the 
stakeholder and media database, 
are being made. We will review 

last week’s response and put any 
lessons learned into practice.’

Meanwhile, Transport 
Scotland is investigating ways of 
reducing landslides on the Old 
Military Road, which was also 
blocked with debris on Thursday 
morning.

The road was upgraded earlier 

landslides close the A83 at the 
Rest and Be Thankful. 

The location of Thursday’s 
landslide meant that the 
emergency route would not have 
been helpful.

But the Transport Scotland 
spokeswoman added: ‘We have 
already undertaken work and 
have doubled the capacity of 
the culverts on the Old Military 
Road. We are looking at how we 
can reduce the risk of blockages.

‘Future measures may include 
stationing protective barriers, 
sweepers and excavators as well 
as recovery vehicles if the OMR 

Confusion
as landslide 
shuts A83
Second slip renders relief road useless

Home-Start Lorn founder 
Seonag Morison, from 

Appin, cutting the 
birthday cake.

of whom have been helping for 
more than 20 years.

Appin woman Seonag Morison, 
the founder of Home-Start Lorn, 

lunch and was given the honour 
of cutting the birthday cake.

Over the past 25 years Home-
Start Lorn has helped more than 
500 families, with around 1,000 

input of a volunteer who spends 
between two and three hours a 
week with them. But the group 
is far from standing still, Home-
Start Lorn has recently started 
work in the north of Mull and is 
hoping to gain funding to recruit 
a part-time co-ordinator to cover 
Mull and Iona. 

Bob Clarke, Home-Start Lorn’s 
chairman, said: ‘We operate an 
essential service and are one of 
very few organisations in the 
area to offer support to families 
as a whole, not just to children 
and not just to parents.’

HAVING already won most of the piping 
titles on offer - including the recent 
Springbank Invitational - Benderloch piper 
Angus MacColl successfully overcame a 
different type of challenge on Sunday.

The prizewinning piper turned athlete to 
complete the half-marathon Great Scottish 
Run, helping to raise more than £2,000 for 
the Oban High School Pipe Band.

Angus, the band’s pipe major, was joined 
on Sunday by committee members, who 
completed the 10k event and helped to raise 

Angus quipped: ‘It was something a bit 
different.’

In between his training schedule, Angus 
found time to prepare for, and win, the 
prestigious Springbank Invitational Piping 

Hotel.
Argyll Arms Trophy winner Angus 

claimed the piobaireachd prize and placed 
fourth in the hornpipe and jig section to win 
overall. 

In a high quality competition, Campbeltown 

place.

Overall winner Angus MacColl, who picked up the Argyll Arms trophy, £200 and an inscribed quaich. 

on the sexual offenders register 
for the same period.

Defence agent Gary McAteer 
said the case was ‘very fraught 
for all concerned’ but after a 
‘lengthy and carefully consid-
ered appeal’ judges ruled Gue’s 
sentence should be quashed on 
two counts.

He added: ‘First of all the level 
of the images was not deemed 
to necessitate a prison sentence. 

offender and as such is entitled 

that if a suitable alternative is 
available, as it was in this case, 
that should be preferred.’

Gue’s crimes included allow-
ing 40 indecent photographs of a 
young girl to be taken as well as 
possessing a further 126 indecent 
photos, depicting children be-
tween three and 15 years of age 

- at least two had explicit titles 
indicating their content.

The offences took place at his 
accommodation in Banchory as 

well as at his staff accommoda-
tion within the grounds of The 
Isle of Eriska Hotel, where he 
previously worked as the general 
manager, the court heard.

Sheriff John Herald originally 
sent Gue to prison for 12 months 
and placed him on the register 
for 10 years. 

He said at the time: ‘I’m very 
strongly of the view that I would 
be failing in my public duty 
if I did not impose a custodial 
sentence on you.’

stability of the rock and have 
done very thorough investiga-
tions and a positive report has 
come from that.’

Mr Bissell said the trust direc-
tors met last night (Wednesday) 
to discuss a new programme of 
works for the site. The building 
was due to be completed by 
Easter next year but a new date 
will now be set.

The centre, being built by 
MacLeod Construction Ltd, 
is part of a project to promote 
regeneration on the island and 
will include a community hub 
and learning centre.

There will also be a mu-
seum, gallery, café restaurant, 
workspaces, arts and heritage 
exhibition, events space, visitor 
reception and information point.

Homestart Lorn celebrates 25 years Oban man faces 
assault charges

Lifeboat open day

all-weather pitch

Rock fall halts Luing 
centre building work

Community
councils
in members 
crisis

Appeal judges quash one-year jail 
sentence for child porn possession

Prizewinning piper Angus turns athlete

MOTORISTS were forced to 
crawl along the A85 between 
Oban and Connel on Monday 
morning after a massive diesel 
spill coated both carriageways 
of the road.

It is understood no vehicles 
crashed as a result of the spill, 
which happened shortly after 
8am, however some near misses 
were reported.

The slick seemed to trace from 
Bonawe and could be seen right 
the way through the town, into 
Station Square and out across 
Soroba Road, but police said 

source vehicle.
A spokesperson for the police 

said: ‘We are aware of a number 
of reports of diesel on the road 
and we alerted the roads author-
ity but nothing came of it that 
we’re aware of.’

Commuters were alarmed at 

the size of the spill, with one 
telling The Oban Times: ‘You 
could see it the moment you 
came off the Connel Bridge. I 

were constantly on alert that 
someone coming the other way 
would lose control.

‘That should not happen.’
 Facebook 

page received similar com-
ments.

Heather Robertson said: 

who is dropping this - especially 
if it’s been happening for a wee 
while - let’s not have a repeat of 
two years ago.’

Davie Walker said: ‘This has 
been happening over the last 
couple of weeks.’

The road has since been 
cleared, but slippery surface 
signs remained in place as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Diesel spill worries motorists
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Music For All’s first 
concert of season

Oban drink
driver jailed

Guilty of uttering 
threats of violence

Motorist unfit 
to drive through 
drink or drugs

Forest owner 
promises path 
action

Injured hillwaker 
airlifted off         
Ben Nevis

Morvern Lines

By 

Cash lifeline for Argyll tenants 
struggling to pay ‘bedroom tax’

Scenic Glenfinnan: to feature on new mobile phone app for rail passengers.

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Norman John Gillies as a young child with his parents John 
Gillies and Mary MacQueen outside their home on St Kilda 

two years before he arrived in Morvern. 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

The two new ferries arrive on the Clyde. Photograph by Ian Giles.

More roads in
need of repair

Dannsa Deireannach 
Mòd Phàislig

  Final Dance
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Mull Lines
VOLUNTEER crew of Tobermory RNLI are in the running to 
receive thousands of pounds to help replace their worn out kit 
- but need your help to win it.

The RNLI has been selected to be part of the Vote that Counts 
where charities compete to earn the most votes in order to win 
donations.

The organisation is now calling on people to back their 
campaign to help their crews share the £50,000 payout from the 
People’s Postcode Trust.

Tobermory Lifeboat Station is one of the eight lifeboat 
stations selected by the RNLI as worthy benefactors of the cash 
should the charity secure enough votes.

£50,000 to replace worn out kit. 

their lives to save others, it keeps them safe in treacherous 
conditions.

kit – kit that can mean the difference between life and death. 

painstakingly resealing the waterproof seals of their dry suit by 
hand, but inevitably each piece of kit wears out.’

Other charities involved include the PDSA, which at the time 
of going to press led the vote at 44 per cent, ChildLine and 

per cent.
Readers and charity supporters can vote for their favourite 

charity at votethatcounts.org until October 21.

AN ELDERLY Mull resident has shared his memories with the 
world in a recently published book detailing his childhood and 
later years.

George Clarke, originally from Deskford in north east 
Scotland, has released Memoirs of a Deskert Loon from the 
Hungry Thirties.

Mr Clarke, who now lives in Torloisk with his daughter and 
her partner, recounts many riveting tales from throughout his 
life from inadvertently stealing syrup as a child right through to 

as a local councillor.
The book, on sale now, is priced at £6 and can be ordered by 

contacting george.clarke@virgin.net or 01688 500153.

SIR IAN Botham recently 
enjoyed a holiday on Islay.

The cricket legend was spotted 
in Bowmore while buying 
supplies to take back to his 

visit to Islay and he spent time 

A KILNINVER couple who lost their 
two baby boys following a premature 
birth are on a fundraising rally in the 
hope of helping other bereaved parents.

lost their twins on July 24 but the pair 
are turning their heartache into positive 
action by helping raise awareness 

(SiMBA). Tim is hosting a cake and 
coffee morning at Glencruitten Church 
Centre on October 26 to raise funds for 
the charity, which helps parents cope 
with the loss of children.

lose babies yourself what people go 
through. 

there in the same situation and others 
might not even know this charity 

The couple, who have no other 
children, now hope to raise enough 
money to create a family room in the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital in Oban in 
memory of their twin boys.

Tim, 43, said the room would be a 

place where fathers can stay with their 
partners instead of having to go home 
and leaving them alone following the 
death of a baby.

The couple also hope to start a copper 
Tree of Tranquillity in Oban, where 
parents can hang a leaf in memory of 
their children.

The cake and coffee morning takes 

place from 10am until 1pm and will also 
feature live folk music, face painters, a 

Tim, originally from Boston, USA, 

been amazing - and all from people 

would encourage everyone to come and 
support the charity.’

A TEAM of Glensanda Quarry 
workers have raised around 
£1,000 for the Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS) Centre in Oban after 
completing the Tough Mudder 
challenge.

Diarmid and David MacMillan, 
David Kinsella and Sandy 

were among thousands of 

SPEAN Bridge residents want 
to place a public toilet at the 
Commando Memorial after 
complaints of visitors urinating 
at the site.

Thousands of sightseers 
and locals visit the famous 
monument and the remem-
brance garden each year, with 
the annual Remembrance Day 
commemorations drawing large 
crowds to the site.

But other than customer-only 
toilets at some businesses in the 
village, the nearest public toilets 

AM BATA, the traditional 
boatbuilding project at Plockton 

boat at the village harbour last 
Thursday.

And the man behind the oars 
was none other than school 
technician James Phimister, the 
new vessel’s owner.

The 36-year-old from Broad-
ford on Skye christened his boat 
the Venn, which means friend in 
Norwegian.

The name is in recognition of 
his Norse ancestors, who crossed 
the North Sea to help build Elgin 
Cathedral.

Mr Phimister commissioned 
the Venn in January and, along 
with Am Bata boatbuilder Mark 
Stockl, designed the 15-foot 
larch and oak vessel.

Based on a 1928 Derwentwater 
design, the boat has a deeper keel 
and a more pronounced sheer to 
help her cut better through the 
waves.

And the Venn delighted her 
owner with how she handled on 

harbour. 
Mr Phimister told The Oban 

Times
the moon - I just wish it is was 
spring or summer time and not 
October.

school since Am Bata started. I 
watched all these beautiful boats 

FOUR Argyll groups have 

tune of £3,600 thank to members 
of the Co-operative Group.

The funds, distributed by 
The Co-operative Membership 
Community Fund, went to 
groups in Oban, Islay, Tiree and 
Colonsay.

The biggest winner was the 
Mactaggart Community Cyber 
Cafe, on Islay, which was 
awarded £2,000.

A total of £1,000 was handed 

without paying thousands of pounds worth 

charges.
Helen Ogden, 29, is currently serving a 

prison sentence in England for 33 similar 
charges. She pled guilty to obtaining board 
and lodging worth £762.30 from Oban’s 
Manor House Hotel when she appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Sheriff Court earlier the same day and 
admitted obtaining board and lodging to the 
value of £1,349.80 from three hotels.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty told 
the court Ogden had provided the Manor 
House with a credit card in the name of 
the company that had booked her visit but 

without paying.

Ogden is currently serving a 16-month 
sentence in England and had been eligible 
for a tagged release on September 26, when 

in’.
Defence agent Stephen Macleod said 

Ogden had lost her job before falling into 
problems with her rent. She then ended up 
homeless and lost contact with her family 
while pregnant.

services she went to hotels and didn’t pay for 
them. She knows she shouldn’t have done it, 
she was in a desperate situation.’

Ogden was sentenced to 30 days in prison 

her current earliest release date of January 
28. 

starting to come back and bite you now.’

ONE OF the motorcycle riders 
involved in a two-bike collision on the 
A83 last week has died of his injuries 
in hospital.

A Yamaha and a Honda motorcycle 
crashed head-on near Inveraray on 
Sunday September 29. Both were 
airlifted to different hospitals but 

man, who was riding the Honda, had 
died in Glasgow’s Southern General 

Hospital last Thursday. Inspector 
Adam McKenzie of Road Policing at 
Dumbarton is appealing for witnesses 
to the crash and anyone who may have 
seen the two motorcycles between the 
A83 between Inveraray and Strone 
Point.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact police on 101 or on 01389 
822000. A report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

Tough Mudders Sandy Woods and Diarmid MacMillan gave Sandra Owens a lift as they handed 
over almost £1,000 for the MS Centre. Looking on are centre volunteer Fiona Innes and Oban 

Bravehearts team member David Kinsella. 15_t41ms01

entrants who took on the 12-
mile obstacle course at Dalkeith 
Country Estate, designed by the 
armed forces to be one of the 
toughest civilian courses to be 
found anywhere.

Obstacles included climbing 

electric shocks. David was more 
pleased than most to cross the 

muscle weeks before the event 
and was suffering throughout 
the challenge.

Sandra Owens, from the MS 

what they have achieved.

year - as long as I get plenty of 
help around the course!’

Mussel farming 
to return to 
Loch Etive

A public toilet is needed at 
the Commando Memorial 

according to locals. 20_f41toilets01

are located more than 10 miles 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council asked Highland Council 
for funds from the Highland 
Comfort Scheme, which pro-
vides grants to communities 
and business for public toilets, 
but were told there is no money 
available.

Community council chair-
man John Fotheringham said 
they were now looking at the 
possibility of putting in place a 
compost toilet, which does not 
need a water supply and turns 
waste into compost on site.

He told The Oban Times
Commando Memorial is a major 
tourist attraction in this area and 
this is causing a lot of concern. 
There’s people getting off buses 
and urinating in bushes and in 
the car park.

can do to get some funding from 
LEADER or a charity to see if 
we could provide a compost 
toilet.’

discuss it with the landowner, 
but we’d want to place it away 
from the memorial, we don’t 
want to detract from it.’

Kilninver couple on charity drive to help bereaved parents

James Phimister takes former S6 boatbuilding student Ruth 
Green, boatbuilder Mark Stockl and former S6 boatbuilder 

Catriona Bullivant on the Venn’s maiden voyage. 

going all over Scotland, even to 

my turn.

commission a boat every year 
to keep the Am Bata project 
going.’

family and I have always done 
boats up in my spare time. I have 
two boys and I thought it would 
be something to give them when 
they are older.’ 

- James Bradley, Andrew Dinan, 
Charlie Gray, Kenny Cushnie 

boatbuilding apprentices from 
last year’s S6 made the Venn 

under tuition from Ullapool 
boatbuilder Mr Stockl and 
Plockton principal teacher of 
technology Jamie Kean.

Apprentice Joey Duin, em-

Minch’ initiative which links 
Plockton High with Grimsay 
Boatshed on North Uist, also 
worked on the vessel, together 
with the previous apprentice 
Christopher Matheson.

Mr Kean, managing director of 
the Am Bata project, who is leav-
ing Plockton to take up a post at 

sad to be going but enthusiastic 
the project will continue with a 
new hand at the helm.’

Sir Ian Botham 
enjoys             
holiday on Islay

Biker dies following A83 crash

Woman checks in at court 
to face ‘avalanche’ of 
unpaid hotel bill charges

Oban Bravehearts conquer 
Tough Mudder Challenge

to the Tiree Tapestry Group 
while Colonsay Community 
Development Company received 
£200.

New Start Oban, a charity 
dedicated to providing homeless 
people with essential items when 
they move into a property, was 
awarded £400.

Community Fund application 
forms are available online 
at www.co-operative.coop/
communityfund or by phoning 
0844 262 4001. 

Argyll groups’ delight 
at Co-op cash boost

Residents step up 
campaign for public 
toilets at memorial

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Plockton boatbuilders take to 

RUMOURS circulating about 
the takeover of the Easdale ferry 
by a private company have been 
quashed by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The ferry from Easdale to 
Ellenabeich will continue to be 
operated by the council with the 

-
nated person ashore’ (DPA).

The DPA provides a link be-
tween the authorities and those 

on board, as well as dealing 
with the media in the event of an 
emergency. This role will now be 

following a retirement.
A spokeswoman for the council 

Management carries out this 
task for the council’s Islay-Jura 
route, and submitted a bid to 
undertake the same role for all 
local authority ferry routes.’

The ferrymen currently 
operating the ferry will remain 
and will continue to be paid by 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

Locals had also speculated on 
why surveys were being carried 
out on the ferry houses owned 
by the council.

The surveys were simply rou-
tine work to ensure the buildings 
comply with national standards, 
the spokeswoman said.

Easdale ferry rumours quashed

MUSSEL farming could be set 
to return to Loch Etive after a 

the loch to fallow was deemed a 
success.

Two companies harvesting 
the molluscs, Taynuilt’s Celtic 
Sea and Muckairn Mussels Ltd 
of Connel, withdrew more than 
40,000 ropes in mid-2011 after 
seemingly losing their battle 
against the invasive mussel 
mytilus trossulus. 

It was believed the thin-shelled, 
low meat species - which has no 
market value - had hybridised 
with the native mussels, mytilus 
edulis, making them unsuitable 
for selling. 

But at the Association of 

(ASSG) annual conference in 
Oban’s Corran Halls last week 
it was announced that Muckairn 
Mussels planned to resume 
farming on the loch by 2015.

Natural selection and the 
fallowing period appear to have 
reduced the number of trossulus 
mussels in Loch Etive, which 

once produced 1,000 tonnes 
of prime edible mussels every 
year.  

who is also chairman of the 

that Muckairn Mussels will get 
back into production relatively 
soon. 

appears to be working, as 
our monitoring is showing a 
gradual improvement regarding 
the balance of edulis against 
trossulus. 

into production this will bring 
employment to the area and 
help balance production across 
Scotland.’

The Scottish Government 
has set an ambitious a target to 

13,000 tonnes by 2020.

achievable but will depend in 
part on government support, 

with respect to available space, 
and grant funding.

broadly a three-year production 
cycle.’ 

The news from Loch Etive 
was welcomed by Environment 

reiterated government support 
for the industry on the opening 
day of the conference.

the time has never been better 

Scotland’s full potential and 
increase sustainable production 
with due regard to the wider 
marine environment, taking 
advantage of emerging demand 
and new markets.’

that one of the important things 
about the Oban conference is 
the informal conversations that 
take place between growers and 
regulators, which helps build a 
positive working relationship as 
people have the opportunity to 
better understand one another.’

By EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Two-year fallowing experiment a success
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Charles MacLean on his 
home from home

TWO EASDALE primary 
schoolchildren, who designed 
the logo and came up with 
this year’s slogan for the 
stone-skimming t-shirts, were 
awarded prizes during this 
year’s event. 

Kyle Cooper and Isabella 
Maclean received chocolate 
skimmers donated by Oban 

Easdale Primary School teacher Mairi Livingstone and her class looked to The Oban Times for inspiration as they plan to create their 
own newspaper. 15_t41easdale01

EASDALE

FROM Dolls to Dragons and 
Beyond was the topic from the 
main speaker at the last meeting 
of Glenorchy SWRI.

Margaret Whitton delighted 
the eight members and one visi-
tor present with her talk, during 
which she showed a variety of 
items she had made over the 
years - with most of them being 
entered in SWRI competitions. 
Those present said the quality of 
the work was ‘much admired’. 

Thanks was given to Margaret 
for speaking before teas were 
served by Rae Green and June 

drawn and competition winners 
were as follows. Tomato 
Chutney: 1 Helen Gibson; 2 
Pat Villani. Small Piece of 
Embroidery: 1 Helen Gibson; 
Joint 2 Pat Villani and June 
Taylor; 3 Rae Green.

BIG HEARTED residents on 
the Isle of Luing raised £365.53 
for a cancer charity by taking 
part in the World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning.

Morag Mawson and friends 
pulled out all the stops on 
Friday September 27 in 
Toberonochy Hall with 
beautiful home baking, tea, 

in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  

Morag would like to thank all 
those who attended and gave 
so generously and who helped 
and donated to make the coffee 
morning such a success.

A SOUP lunch and car boot sale 
was a roaring success for the 
Isle of Luing Social Committee 
at the end of September.

The annual event, held in 
Cullipool Village Hall, saw 
people selling old toys and 
bric a brac outside the hall and 
many people took advantage 
of the beautiful day to come 
and support this worthy local 
charity.  

tea, coffee and home baking 
were for sale, all prepared by 
committee members.  

Funds raised on the day go 
towards parties for the children 
of the island at Hallowe’en and 
Christmas. A Christmas present 
for those who are 70 years or 
over is also bought and gifted.  

The social committee has 
been in existence on Luing for 
many years and is run by the 
parents of children under 16 
years old.

A PROJECT to insulate Edinbane Hall in 
Portree and lower the building’s carbon 
emissions has secured almost £60,000 
funding from the Scottish Government.

of Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) cash 
totalling £3.6 million Scotland-wide.

Environment and Climate Change 
Minister Paul Wheelhouse said: ‘It’s great 
to see communities in the Highlands 
and Islands showing a real desire and 
willingness to do their bit and work 
together to look at ways they can cut their 
own carbon footprint and, in turn, reduce 
Scotland’s.’

MORE than 120 budding young footballers 
from across Lochaber took part in a 
friendly tournament in Kinlochleven 
recently.

Teams from primary schools in Mallaig, 
Acharacle, Caol, Banavie, Kinlochleven, 
Lochaline, Strontian, Lochyside and 
Ardgour were split into two sections 
- P1-P3 and P4-P7 - for the round robin 
tournament.

Mallaig and Ardnamurchan took part. 
The event was organised by High Life 

Highland football coach Matthew Prosser 
and local Active Schools co-ordinator 
Tracey Jeffrey.

Ms Jeffrey said: ‘Thank you to the high 
school students and volunteers who helped 

the parents who supplied the refreshments 
and home baking.

‘It was great to see the refurbished astro 
pitch being used to its full potential and so 
many parents coming out to support their 
children.’

ARISAIG saw average amounts of rain and 
average temperatures during September.

A total of 166mms of rain fell during the 
month, meaning rainfall so far for 2013 is 
928mms, well below the average.

between 10ºC and 17ºC, with the mercury 
reaching 25ºC on the warmest day.

KINLOCHLEVEN

PORTREE

ARISAIG

PRIMARY school pupils at 
Easdale plan to make their 
own newspaper - and got some 
tips last Thursday from The 
Oban Times news editor Euan 
Paterson.

The children have not yet 
decided on a name for their 
publication, which will carry 
stories on environmental issues. 

The school hopes the project 

will help it gain the Eco 
Schools Green Flag, an award 
that indicates the school is 
environmentally aware.

Euan also spoke to the 
children about what it is like 
to be a reporter at The Oban 
Times.

Chocolate Company and 2013 
skimming t-shirts.

World Stone Skimming 
Championship committee 
member Michelle MacFadyen 
presented the prizes to the 
youngsters Kyle, who designed 
this year’s logo, and Isabella, 
who came up with the slogan. 
t40skim12

Pupils look to Oban Times
for newspaper inspiration

LUING

PROFESSOR Norman 
Macdonald has been appointed 
historian and researcher at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic 
college on Skye.

The new role will see 
Professor Macdonald lecturing 
post-graduate students as well 
as helping promote the college 
internationally and preparing 
new short courses.

Vice principal John N 
Macleod said: ‘Professor 
MacDonald has shown a great 
deal of interest in the work of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig since it was 
established and his consider-
able skills will be utilised in 
developing additional archive 
material related to the college’s 
history. He has extensive 
knowledge in a number of 
spheres which will help to 
enhance the college’s academic 
reputation.’

SLEAT

Stone-skimming prizes for 
winning youngsters

Fort William Primary School pupils braved heavy rain last Thursday to tidy up the school gardens before the October holidays. The 
youngsters had an ‘eco day’ of activities around the school including clearing up the eco-garden as well as the plants at the front of 

the school. 20_f41tidy01

Fort William pupils brave rain to tidy up grounds

Heatherlee Court in Kinlochleven raised £224.55 at its coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Pupils from Kinlochleven High School volunteered to lend a helping hand at the event. 

Heatherlee Court raises Macmillan cash

GLENORCHY

BETH Campbell recently hosted 
a dinner night for 20 people at 
the isle of Lismore Café.

The local venison, salmon, 
scallops and vegetables were all 
delicious and the craic of a high 
standard. 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Lismore Primary pupil Ealasaid 
MacLean, right, on her latest 
Mod successes. 

in story telling and solo singing 
for which she won the Mrs C M 
Beaton Memorial Cuach, and 
was second with her conversa-
tion. At Lochgilphead  she was 
third in her solo singing and 

for which she won  the Sarah 
Carmichael Memorial Cuach. 

LISMORE

KYLE Lifeboat crew, friends 
and supporters have wished 
former deputy launch authority 
Douglas Sutherland and wife 
Marianne a long and happy 
retirement following their recent 
move to Inverness. 

The couple, who ran the 
Gateway restaurant and shop in 
Kyle, had an association with 
the lifeboat stretching back 19 
years. Marianne was on the 
RNLI fundraising guild.

Lifeboat operations manager 

Douglas and Marianne Sutherland: retired to Inverness from Kyle. 

Ross McKerlich told The Oban 
Times: ‘Douglas was with us a 

came in fact. Even before that 
he was on the committee set 
up 12 months before we got the 
boat. They will be a big loss but 
life will go on.’

Alexander Murray is the 
lifeboat’s new deputy launch 
authority.

KYLE

PLOCKTON High School bade 
farewell to principal teacher of 
technology James Kean at the 
October holiday.

Mr Kean, who spent 23 three 
years at the school teaching 
the subject, is to take up a post 
as a lecturer in mechanical 
engineering at Edinburgh 
College. 

Head teacher Duncan 
Ferguson, who retires at 
Christmas after 21 years 
as rector at Plockton, paid 
tribute to the popular teacher, 
whose many achievements at 
Plockton included developing 
the highly-regarded traditional 
boatbuilding project Am Bata.

Mr Ferguson said: [Mr Kean] 
has been an extremely creative 
subject specialist and faculty 
leader throughout his years at 
our school. 

‘He is a popular, loyal and 
talented teacher who has given 
valuable service to our school 
community and we wish him 
every success in his new career 
in further education.’

APPIN’S historic Jubilee Bridge 
will be closed until the end 
of the year for refurbishment 
following a community effort to 
raise money for the repairs.

The footbridge, which was 
built in 1897 to commemorate 
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria, has been repaired at 
various times throughout the 
past 116 years but required 
major repair work to its main 
beams, deck boards and 
parapets.

Appin Community Council 
has been heavily involved 
with the fundraising and was 
recently granted £20,000 from 
The Crown Estate’s Marine 
Stewardship Fund. 

The fund distributes 
approximately £100,000 each 
year to community initiatives 
in Scotland that promote 
sustainable management of the 
coast. Jubilee Bridge provides 
access between both sides of 
the Appin village. Access paths 
to the bridge were improved 
last year following funding 
by Argyll and Bute Council, 
Sustrans and LEADER. Fiona 
Wynne, stewardship manager 
at The Crown Estate, said: ‘The 
aim of our Marine Stewardship 
Fund is to provide support to 
initiatives and programmes, 
which contribute to the develop-
ment of best practice and make 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

APPIN

Ballachulish youngsters learned about the life and work of conservationist John Muir during a 
recent visit to the school by Feisean nan Gaidheal Dougie Beck. The P4-P7s enjoyed the interactive 

play ‘Seonaidh A Mhonaidh – John of The Moors’ as part of the Blas Festival.

Ballachulish spotlight on conservationist

good management and steward-
ship of the marine estate. The 
Jubilee Bridge is a well-known 
feature of the Appin community 
and I’m pleased our funds can 
help preserve this much-loved 
footbridge.’

PLOCKTON

THE MANSE on Jura is to be 
let to holidaymakers after more 
than two years of hard work by 
the congregation.

The General Trustees of the 
Church of Scotland gave the 
‘green light’ for the building to 
be opened as a holiday venue 
recently.

As part of the change any 
minister who takes up the joint 
post covering Jura and Islay will 
live in the manse at Bowmore.

Work will now be carried 
out on the building to upgrade 
electrics, the kitchen and the 
roof thanks to a loan from the 
General Trustees.

The newly-redecorated build-
ing should be ready to receive 

summer and the income from 
the rent will go towards the 
maintenance of both manses.

Laraine Wotherspoon, session 
clerk, said: ‘Over this winter we 
hope you will see considerable 
work going on at the manse 
and we hope this much-loved 
building will once more look 
her best.’

JURA

Newsdesks
01631 568000
01397 703003
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Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road, Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation 
for companies, sole traders and partnerships, 

charities, income and corporation tax, 
VAT & payroll bureau. 

Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  
SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Unique
Atmosphere

breathtaking
landscape

ARDKINGLAS HOUSE 
a very special venue for 
weddings or family events

ARDKINGLAS WOODLAND GARDEN
open all year

walks amongst spectacular trees

01499 600261  www.ardkinglas.com

while stocks last 

• CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
• UNDERFLOOR HEATING • OIL FIRED NATURAL GAS

• LPG • SOLID FUEL • COMPLETE BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED • TILING, BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

• JOINER & ELECTRICAL WORK
•NEW BUILDS & COMPLETE RENOVATIONS

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512
Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

CAMERON 
AUTO 

REPAIRS
I N V E R A R A Y

0 1 4 9 9  3 0 2 9 9 5
enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork 
and paint spraying on 
cars, vans, plant and 
commercial vehicles 

of all sizes
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Down Your Way

DUNBEG Primary School this week says goodbye to a popular 
teacher, who has worked at the school for almost quarter of a 
century.

Rosslyn Moan has been principal teacher at the school for 21 
years but will call time on a total of 24 years at the school this 
Friday. 

A multi-skilled teacher, Rosslyn gave lessons in music, French 

school’s peer support and playground buddy schemes.
Head teacher Sine MacVicar said: ‘Rosslyn’s input to this 

school has been huge, especially on the musical side.

peer support, for which she received national recognition.
‘She had a lot of strings to her bow but I think if you asked the 

pupils and former pupils how they will remember her best, they 
would say ‘fun’. She always made sure her lessons were fun.’

RESIDENTS of Connel and North Connel will today (Thurs-
day) have the opportunity to quiz public bodies on the discharge 
of sewage into Loch Etive.

A meeting, organised by Connel Community Council, will be 
attended by representatives of Scottish Water and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

The representatives will give information on new rules and 
regulations covering the discharge of sewage into Loch Etive 
and explain the implications for householders and businesses.

Connel Community Council chairman Sandy Dunlop said: 
‘The meeting is about the control of raw sewage into the loch.

‘Only about a quarter of the houses in Connel are on the 
public sewage system, so the meeting will discuss implications 
of recent legislation relating to that.’

The meeting will be held in Connel Village Hall at 7.30pm.

THE ANNUAL harvest lunch for Dunbeg’s senior citizens will 
take place at the primary school tomorrow (Friday).

Starting at 1pm, the event will be hosted by the pupils, who 
have helped to make shortbread, oatcakes and rolls for the 
occasion.

The lunch will be followed by the harvest service in the 
church. 

CHILDREN at Achaleven Primary School will be doing 
their bit to help fellow schoolchildren in the developing world 
by today (Thursday) hosting a fundraising event for World 
Porridge Day.

The event at the school, in aid of Mary’s Meals, begins at 
9.30am.

Members of the community are invited to come along for a 
bowl of porridge in exchange for a donation to the charity.

The blue porridge mugs that have become synonymous with 
the Dalmally-based charity will also be on sale.    

THE 125TH anniversary celebrations of St Oran’s Church, 

Hall.
The church has organised monthly events throughout the year 

to mark the special anniversary.

surfer Bethany Hamilton, who strives to compete again after 
losing her left arm in a shark attack.

available.
In November, the church is planning to host a St Andrew’s 

Day ceilidh.

Connel and Dunbeg

Next week Down Your Way 
visits Coll with senior reporter 

Steven Flanagan

The Inn at Inverbeg 
First Annual Beer Festival

Friday 11th - Sunday 13th October 2013
Friday 6pm till Midnight / Saturday 12noon till Midnight / Sunday 12noon till 9pm

Featuring 
• A Variety of Real Ales from Loch Lomond Brewery

• Beerfest Menu  • Folk Music each day
• Complimentary Shuttle Bus from Balloch Station (Advanced Booking Essential) 

Tickets available at the Inn at Inverbeg and Lodge on Loch Lomond Hotel
Or call our Event Office on 01436 860 119 

or email events@loch-lomond.co.uk for details

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT - LAUNCH EVENT
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OBAN Community Council is 
on the lookout for new premises 
as a growth in numbers means it 
has outgrown its current home.

Ahead of intended community 
council elections, 18 members 
put themselves forward to 
represent the town on the body, 
with a further two individuals 
to be co-opted after missing the 
deadline for nominations.

It’s a remarkable turnaround 
for the group, which nearly 
fell into abeyance a few years 
ago because of a dwindling 
membership.

While news of community 
council’s expansion has been 
welcomed, Lorn House will not 
be able to accommodate the 
newly enlarged group and the 
search is on for a new meeting 
place. Member Duncan Martin 
said: ‘We nearly died about two 
years ago, so we’re delighted 

TIREE Resource Club is celebrating 
this week after the social enterprise 

Awards’ Services to Older People 
category.

The group’s members travelled 
down to the Scottish Parliament in 
Edinburgh for the awards, which 
celebrate the efforts of groups and 
individuals that improve the lives of 
older people.

Tiree Resource Club was set up to 
improve the health and wellbeing of 
older people on Tiree by delivering 
support required to keep them more 

independent in their own homes and 
communities.  

Last year, the group successfully 
applied for funding to buy a 
community minibus, which 
completed 794 journeys for 
health appointments, lunch clubs, 
befriending, shopping, library trips, 
community events and meetings.

Great fun
Kate Maccallum, who leads the 

team, said: ‘The Resource Club also 
facilitates an exercise class, which 
is not only great fun, but is aimed 
at improving peoples balance and 

muscle strength therefore reducing 
falls in the home. 

‘Flu immunisation sessions also 
take place at the Friday lunch 
club, as the district nurses work in 
partnership with the volunteers. We 
also have a fantastic outreach worker, 
Margaret Worsely, and volunteers 
who turn up week after week to help.
‘We could not have done this without 
funding from Big Lottery, who 
bought us a bus, Tilley the island’s 
community wind turbine, Argyll and 
Bute Council and Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership.’

Pictured after receiving their award at Holyrood last week are, from left, Tiree Resource Club’s Annette 
Mackinnon, Kate Maccallum, Margaret Worsley and Maureen McMullen. t41tireeclub1no

to have 18 people nominate 
themselves. We’re all looking 
forward to seeing them.’

Those new members to 
represent the community on the 
group are, George Berry, Duncan 
Elliot, David Gallant, Lorne 
MacLeod, Andrew Vennard and 
Grant Nicholson.

The new community council 

time next month - but only if a 
venue can be found.

Candidates for the monthly 
Monday meetings include the 
Community Fire Station and 
various church halls - although 
the Corran Halls would be ruled 
out unless the organisation 
changed its meeting date, due to 
the venue’s Monday closure.

It is likely that the Salvation 
Army’s hall on Stafford Street 
could be used too, with the cost 
to be investigated.

Tiree Resource Club celebrates award

Oban Community 
Council on lookout for 
new meeting place

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

A HEALTH board has teamed up with a 
Highlands based credit union to encourage 
staff to save what they can and only borrow 
what they can afford.

NHS Highland is promoting HI-Scot 

products.
Members have savings called shares in the 

credit union, on which dividends are paid. 
Shares can then be used to make loans for 
other members.

Ray Stewart, until recently NHS 
Highland’s employee director, said: ‘Credit 
unions are an easy way to save and a cheap 

members. NHS Highland members who feel 

should join now.’

TOILETS and showers at An Cridhe are 
open 24 hours a day, the organising commit-

George McConnachie, development man-
ager at Development Coll, said: ‘The toilets 
and showers at An Cridhe, the island’s com-
munity centre, are indeed open 24 hours. 

‘It’s a minor point but important for 
yachties, campers and the local commu-
nity to know that facilities are available 24 
hours.’

NHS Highland promotes 
employee credit union

Coll toilets and showers 
open 24 hours a day

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

FIVE Lochaber Phoenix boxers came away 

the season at the Nevis Centre on Saturday 
night.

And local fans were treated to some 
cracking action in 13 knockout bouts which 

opponents from clubs across Scotland.

Topping the bill were middleweights 
Ryan Watson of the home club and Scottish 
national intermediate silver medallist Daniel 
MacLaren of Elgin ABC.

Watson received what seemed like a harsh 

public warning in the second round and the 
points deduction cost him dear. He narrowly 
lost the verdict despite a valiant effort in the 
third.

Phoenix - he is going to Australia for a year 
to work and travel.

 See boxing night special, back page.

Top award for 
Duisdale House
DUISDALE House Hotel in 
Sleat, Skye, won the ‘Best 
Hotel’ category at the Highlands 
and Islands Awards ceremony in 
the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness, 
last weekend.

Police tackle 
Corran Ferry rally 
congestion
POLICE have said they expect 

Ferry ahead of this weekend’s 
Mull Rally to be reduced 
compared to previous years.

The annual event regularly 
sees lines of vehicles backed up 
on the A82 at they wait to cross 
Loch Linnhe at Corran.

But Inspector Donald 
Campbell said new measures 
were being tried out this year 
to reduce congestion, including 
a police motorbike helping to 

Speaking on Monday evening, 

be improved. As of tomorrow 
[Tuesday], we will have a road 
policing unit up and running 
in Fort William, and a car 
park attendant from Highland 
Council will be redeployed to 

Museum delight
at roof grant
THE GLENCOE and North 
Lorn Folk Museum in Glencoe 
village is to have its heather roof 
re-thatched following a £50,000 
funding award.

The cash from Museum 
Galleries Scotland, The Pilgrim 
Trust and The Heritage Lottery 
Fund should see work starting 
this month with the aid of 
volunteers.

More than 700 bundles of 
heather will be bound into the 
roof of the museum, which 
is housed in two early-18th 
century cottages on Main 
Street.

The centre houses artefacts, 
objects of interest and displays, 
including material on the 
infamous Glencoe Massacre of 
February 13, 1692.

Curator Karen Mailley-Wat 
said the re-thatching would 
allow the museum to continue 
its work to preserve and exhibit 
objects for future generations.

Fight of the night winners Ryan Watson and Daniel Maclaren with Lochaber Phoenix ABC’s Stevie Docherty and coach Niall Clark. 
10_f41box02

Knockout action at boxing club show

Mallaig gets say 
on Lochaber-
wide BID plan
THE MALLAIG and district 
business community is to 
have its say on plans to set 
up a Lochaber-wide Business 
Improvement District (BID).

A public meeting on the 
controversial proposal will 
be held in Mallaig and Morar 
Community Centre on October 
29 - two days before ballot 
papers are posted out to every 
business eligible to vote ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’ to the scheme.

Opinion in Mallaig appears 
unfavourable, with local tourism 
agency the Road to the Isles 
Marketing Group (RIMG) 
among the sceptics.

Committee member Charlie 
King told The Oban Times:
‘People don’t know enough 
about it for a start - and that’s 
one on the problems.

‘We have no objection to 
having a Fort William BID but 
to have other areas included I 
think makes it too big. There 

one crowd is getting more than 
others.’

Mr King said RIMG had more 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

than 120 business members from 

and the Small Isles - more than 
the Outdoor Capital of the UK, 
the group promoting Lochaber 
as a tourist desination.

He added: ‘We feel our 
marketing group is pretty strong 
and has done a good job over the 
piece. The BID area is just too 
big - that’s what everybody’s 
gripe is.’

West Highland Hotel proprie-
tor Gavin Davis said he was not 
against a BID - but believed it 
should have been tabled for Fort 
William only.

He told The Oban Times: ‘To 
ask outlying areas of Lochaber 
to subsidise the improvement 
of Fort William High Street is 
ridiculously unreasonable. 

‘In the absence of detailed 
research, claims that investment 
in Fort William High Street 

areas are simply conjecture 
and misleading.’   It is unclear 
whether representatives from 
Living Lochaber, the group 
behind the BID move, will attend 
the Mallaig meeting.

If successful, the BID scheme 
would see every rateable 
business in Lochaber pay 
compulsory annual levies on a 
sliding scale from £98 to £4,100 
to fund additional projects and 
services. 

Living Lochaber estimates 
£360,000 would be generated 
each year - £1.8million over the 

Businesses will have until 5pm 
on December 12 to return their 
ballot papers. Meanwhile, the 
BID proposal will be discussed at 
a Kilmallie Community Council 
meeting next Wednesday.

Project manager Helen 
MacGillivray will give a 
presentation to KCC before 
answering any questions.

The meeting starts at 7.15pm 
in Kilmallie Community Centre, 
with members of the public 
welcome to attend.

FOUR direct return sailings 
on the new Lochboisdale to 
Mallaig ferry route, two each 
on Tuesdays and Saturdays, are 
scheduled under Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s new winter weekly 
timetable.

Nine sailings will be made 
from the South Uist port in total 
- more than double the previous 

linking with Castlebay in Barra 
and Oban.

The enhanced service received 
a broad welcome in the islands 
- with the focus now falling on 
the Mallaig route, which is being 
trialled for three years.

John MacMillan, chairman 
of Uist community landowners 

Stòras Uibhist, said the campaign 
for the trial to be extended to the 
summer and operate throughout 
the week would continue.

He said: ‘The launch of the 
Lochboisdale-Mallaig service is 
good news for these islands. 

‘It will now be essential for 
people to use this service during 
the three year trial to support 
the campaign for the seven day 
a week, all year round ferry 
service to Mallaig that this 
community needs.’

Transport Minister Keith 
Brown said: ‘The Scottish 
Government’s Ferries Plan sets 
out our ambitions to improve 
the winter timetable of ferry 
services to both South Uist and 

Barra. That is exactly what we 
have done, delivering on these 
commitments.’

CalMac’s operations director, 
Brian Fulton, said: ‘I’d like to 
thank everyone involved in the 
negotiations for their valuable 
input in getting this new 

‘This new timetable will 
dramatically increase access to 
and from these islands which is 
great news for businesses and 
the community at large.’

Passengers urged to get on board 
new Mallaig-Lochboisdale route

PLANS have been lodged to 
create a new single malt whisky 
distillery and visitor centre in 
remote west Lochaber.

Drimnin Distillery Limited 
has been set up to create the new 
facility on Drimnin Estate on 
the Morvern peninsula with the 
promise of at least seven new 
jobs locally.

The proposed whisky plant 
would be housed in currently 
unused former farm buildings 
overlooking the ferry to Mull, 
with a renovated Victorian 
greenhouse at the front giving 
views across the water to the 
island. 

A separate planning application 

has been submitted by Drimnin 
Estate to create a hydro scheme 
nearby to provide power for the 
distillery.

Project director Annabel 
Thomas told The Oban Times 
the new distillery would be a 
boost for one of Lochaber’s most 
sparsely populated areas.

She said: ‘The plans are for a 
craft distillery producing single 
malt whisky of the highest 
quality.

‘At least seven additional jobs 
will be created, boosting the 
number of permanent residents 
in the community and increasing 
its sustainability.

‘The company will operate 
independently of Drimnin 
Estate, but will lease the site 
from the estate, which will 
also supply the distillery with 
woodchip, hydro electricity and 
water.  

‘Financing will include equity 
and loans, but will also require 
grant support in this remote 
location.

‘Although the overriding 
priority will be the production of 
a distinctive premium whisky, 

visitors will receive a warm 
welcome at the distillery. The 
distillery shop will provide an 
outlet for local produce as well 
as its own whisky.’  

Ms Thomas added: ‘Overall 
the project will increase the 
attractiveness of Drimnin for 
visitors as well as making it a 
more secure and even better 
place for residents.’

If the plans get the go-ahead, the 
distillery will become the second 
new plant in west Lochaber, with 
work on Adelphi’s distillery in 
Glenbeg well underway. 

Adelphi says it hopes to start 
producing ‘Ardnamurchan’ 
whisky by the end of this year.

New Lochaber distillery plans lodged
EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk
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Across
1 Fancy (6)
4 Dramatic upheaval (6)
9 Bird who eats fast? (7)
10 Hiring contract (5)
11 Scary (5)
12 Rough (7)
13 Violent arguement (6,5)
18 Moving force (7)
20 Believe in (5)
22 Goodbye abroad (5)
23 Cold weather vessel (7)
24 Plump (6)
25 Judge (6)

Down
1 Sticking point? (6)
2 Fire remnant (5)
3 Glue (7)
5 Archaeological find (5)
6 Pan scraper (7)
7 Rage (6)
8 Smart attire (7,4)
14 Notify (7)
15 Develop beyond (7)
16 Rice dish (6)
17 Interference (6)
19 Have an impact on (5)
21 Depth charge target (1-4)

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by a reader from Oban and features staff members from J&A McDougall (Builders) 
in late 1979. Left to right: Tom Files, Ian Hunter, Donny Campbell, Johnnie Donn and Peter MacDougall. Prints or emails must be 

accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed 
envelope.

Ignore fixed 
crossing claims
Sir,
Sam MacNaughton, Highland 
Council’s head of Transport 
and Infrastructure, should 
stop behaving like the Roman 
senator of old who palmed off 
the crowds with ‘bread and 

of appeasement and admit that 
the Corran Narrows will not be 
bridged within the next 50 years, 
The Oban Times, September 23. 

keep the existing ferry fares 

going to conjure up the capital 
and revenue costs for a toll-free 
bridge from? 

He can’t and nor will he be 
able to access the extra funding 
required to repair the damage 
that will be caused to the already 
collapsing road network on 
the peninsula which the sheer 

would bring. 
As for the suggestion that a 

bridge would create employment, 
what about the many, all 
important, local jobs that would 
be lost if the ferry stopped? 

Fortunately there is more 
chance of a large piece of the 
moon landing in the Corran 
Narrows thereby providing 
a natural causeway between 
Ardgour and Nether Lochaber 
than there is of a bridge being 

climate. 
Talk of one just now is a 

decoy and should be ignored in 
favour of free crossings for all 
permanent residents and council 
tax payers.

Iain Thornber, Morvern.

Improve Mull car 
parking and toilets
Sir,
‘Mull must do more for tourists’, 
according to the letter from 
J Hole in The Oban Times of 
October 3. 

Considering that Mull has 
so many natural advantages 

it astonishing and saddening 
there is apparently no effort 
being made by public or by 
private enterprise to improve the 
features such as parking places 
at viewpoints or the necessary 
toilets throughout the islands.

Brenda Galbraith, Dervaig, 
Isle of Mull. 

J&A McDougall (Builders) 1979

Gaelic not a ‘dead’ 
language
Sir,

on the numbers of Gaelic 
speakers, I was delighted to see 
the decline slowing to almost an 
entire halt.

Discouraging, and to be honest 
infuriating, is Mr A Rodger’s 
suggestion we should deny Gaels’ 
the right to use their language in 
any and all situations they deem 
worthy of the occasion.

Mr Rodger’s assertion that 
the ‘Gaelic community will 
keep it alive’ is so ludicrously 

belief as to the veracity of the 
statement.

Would Mr Rodger suggest that 
children should be left to educate 
themselves in language learning 
even in English? Why isn’t it 
parallel to say ‘the English-
speaking community will keep 
English alive’, and tantamount 
to saying there are no need for 
tuition in spelling and grammar 
and, at later stages, literature?

I am bemused as to understand 
what Mr Rodger’s exact 
complaint against Gaelic is; if 
people numbering just under 
60,000 speak it, it cannot by 

language’.
It will less be lost on Oban 

Times readers that this is not the 

to the extreme-right linguistic 
politics of Mr Rodger. And to 
think this vehicle of culture, 
expression, understanding and 
communication would be denied 
its right of use by Mr Rodger 
in its traditional ‘homeland’ is 
quite frankly offensive.

Mr Rodger will continue to 
open channels of criticism of 
himself by his now seeming akin 
to a mouth-piece of a stranger to 
democratic rights. What price 
the Bill of Human Rights?
Is mise le meas mòr. 

Caomhainn MacLachlainn.

Hats off to young 
Gaelic speakers
Sir,
The photographs and report you 
carried of Barra and Vatersay 
Mòd showing numerous young 
people participating in this 
Gaelic cultural event stands in 
stark contrast to A Rodger’s 
claim that the language is dead. 

After reading his/her rant 

GED NACH B’ I SEO a’ bhliadhna a b’ fheàrr a bh’ aca a 
thaobh sluaigh, nochd faisg air dà mhìle uile gu lèir air an 
taisbeanadh iongantach a tha Comann Thuathanaich Shrath 
Narann air a bhith a’ stèidheachadh ann an Deimhidh bho 
chionn beagan bhliadhnaichean a-nise. 

Mar a tha fìor dha tachartas sam bith de sheòrsa tha an 
cruinneachadh seo de dh’innealradh sheann-nòsach, a chithear 
cuideachd ag obair, an eisimeil na h-aimsire agus ged a bha 
cùisean fàbharach am-bliadhna b’ fheudar taisbeanadh na 
bliadhna an-uiridh a chur dheth aig a’ mhionaid mu dheireadh 

Tha mi a’ creidsinn gun do chuir buaidh na droch thìde 
thairis air trì bliadhna bacadh air mòran aig am biodh ùidh 
‘s dòcha tighinn gu leithid an tachartais seo ach bha i tioram 
am-bliadhna agus fhuair inbhich agus òigridh a thàinig 
oideachadh iongantach air eachdraidh obair-àiteachais, agus 
fhuair feadhainn a bu shine agus a thogadh air croit neo tuath 

Foillseachadh iongantach air eachdraidh obair-àiteachais 
chan ann a-mhàin air Ghàidhealtachd ach feadh an t-saoghail.  
Seo mar a bha daoine gam biathadh fhèin agus a’ fàs an cuid 
fallaineachd agus beartais.

aiteachais Pàdraig Small gun robh an taisbeanadh seo ‘a’ 
bristeadh talamh-bàn’ agus bha e sin ann an dà sheadh 
le talamh glas ga threabhadh, ga chliathadh, agus ga 
chothromachadh ann an drileachan is innealan-cur-sìl, 
fras-tuineip agus buntàta rim faicinn ag obair. 

Chìte cuideachd innealan-buain agus ag amharc tractar a’ 
frasadh às a chèile feannagan anns am biodh buntàta, bha m’ 
inntinn a’ siubhal air ais gu làithean m’ òige agus an liuthad 
latha fuar anshocair a chuir mi fhìn ’s mo pheathraichean 
seachad a’ buain a’ bhuntàta cuide ri mo phàrantan is mo 
sheanair.  

Nach sinn a bh’ air an sogan a dhèanamh ri leithid sin de 

uachdar ga bhualadh ann an crannachain is ìm ùr ri bhlasad air 

Tha e doirbh a chreidsinn gum biodh duine an làthair ris nach 
do chòrd  an taisbeanadh seo agus a bharrachd air an toil-
inntinn a thug e dhan luchd-tadhail chuir an latha cuideachd 

Arsa caraid ris an do choinnich mi, ‘Seo a’ chiad turas agam 

STRATHNAIRN Farmers Association’s sixth Vintage Rally 
and Display enjoyed good weather at Daviot and near two 
thousand visitors enjoyed an informative and entertaining 
demonstration of by-gone farming methods.  Near two 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Dè a nis, the Gaelic childrens’ 
programme, introducing its 
latest presenter. 

Megan from Morar is a 19-

articulate in the language with 
a great media presence. She is 
an excellent advertisement for 
Gaelic Medium education.

Anyone who listens much to 
Radio nan Gaidheal or watches 
BBC Alba will know that Megan 
is far from unique. 

The number of young Gaelic 

the increase. The language is far 
from dead. It will still be around 
when A Rodger and I are long 
forgotten. I rejoice in that.
Ronald Cameron, Banavie, 
Fort William.

Take heart from        
slate company
Sir,
The best of luck to the Young 
Enterprise Teams, The Oban 
Times September 26.  

I hope that in years to come 
any knowledge and experience 
they gain from this project will 
have been taken forward to 
businesses and trade and some 
- perhaps not all - will have their 
own enterprise bringing jobs and 

They can take heart from the 
fact that a slate company which 
became moribund in the 1930s  
- The Easdale and Slate and 
Marble Company - has been 
revived and although not yet 
sending slate to all corners of the 
Empire, as it did in its heyday 
it’s making a nice little earner 
selling to local garden centres.  

I’ve always said they were 
sitting on a goldmine - well fools 
gold.

Well done the islanders. I’ve 
always said there’s a better use 
for slate than throwing it in the 
water once a year.
George Doyle, 41 Ellenabeich, 

Easdale. 

Delight at seeing 
sea plane story in 
The Oban Times
Sir,
Many thanks for printing my 
letter about the Cloud of Iona
sea plane landing in Loch Corrie 
August 1932 in The Oban Times
of September 26,   

My family were very 
impressed. Why did I wait till 
my 90th year to get my story in 
our favourite newspaper, namely 
The Oban Times?
Annie Fitzgibbon, Maidstone. 

Stop the in house 
fighting
Sir,
I arrived home on a short break 
from hospital recently. 

Whilst home I decided to catch 
up on the local news.

Then I got to page ten and read 
the letter regarding the position 
of Lochaber Provost.

Really gentlemen, is this as far 
as we have travelled since the 
elections in 2012? 

The one word which 
keeps nagging my brain is 

the ‘who gets to wear the hat’ 
competitions to within the 
chambers, or perhaps I am 
ranting about nothing. As one 
of the 2012 candidates for ward 
12 , I took it for granted that 

one’s fellow councillors, should 
come with the territory of 
representing the electorate.

There are quite a few issues 
in the Lochaber area which I 

Royal National 
Mod 2013 
MOD PHAISLIG will be 
different from previous Mods 
because cultural event ‘The 
Spree’, held in Paisley in 2012 

place at the same time. 
This means there will be 

a plethora of events taking 
place, as well as the Mod 
competitions, throughout the 
period Friday October 11 to 
Sunday October 20.  

The concerts involving 
traditional music organised 
by ‘The Spree’ are as 
follows: Friday October 11, 
Capercaille, Paisley Abbey, 
8pm. Saturday October 12: 
Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain with Ross Ainslie 
and Jarlath Henderson, 
Spiegeltent, 7pm.  Sunday 
October 13, Horse, 
Spiegeltent, 7pm. Tuesday 
October 15: Daimh and 
Special Guests, Spiegeltent, 
7.30pm. Wednesday October 
16: Manran, Spiegeltent, 9pm.  
Thursday October 17: Donnie 
Munro, Spiegeltent, 7.30pm. 

Within the Mod programme, 
the concerts will feature 
guests as well as prizewinners 
starting with the opening 
ceremony on Friday October 
11 when, after a procession led 
by Police Scotland Glasgow 
Pipe Band, the guest artistes 
will be Cruinn, the Angus 
Nicolson Trio and students 
from Sabhal Mor Ostaig.  

The Monday night 
concert, featuring learner 
prizewinners, will have 
a special band composed 
of Manran members with 
Kathleen MacInnes. 

The following evening, 

perform, they will be joined 
by Linda MacLeod, the Feis 
Rois Ceilidh Trailers and 
the Scott Wood Trio. Gaels 
ri Cheile, with the Paddy 
Callaghan Trio will be in the 
Speigeltent on Wednesday at 
7pm. On Thursday evening, 
in the Wynd Centre, rural 
choirs will be in the spotlight 
together with Robert Nairn’s 
Band and they will be 
followed by the Convenor’s 
Ceilidh at 10pm. 

I will provide details of the 

In the Town Hall on 
Friday October 11 there 
will be a ceilidh dance after 
the opening with Grant 
MacFarlane and Scotia 
and then on Saturday, after 

MacDonald will play for a 
dance. 

On Sunday October 13 there 
will be a Gaelic Service in the 
Abbey at 2.30pm.   

Young Traditional 
Musician of the 
Year 2014
A WELL-FILLED Coulter 
Village Hall, near Biggar, was 

of the competition when 12 
young musicians showcased 
their talents in an attempt to 

who will perform on Sunday 
February 2 2014, in the City 
Halls, Glasgow, as part of 
Celtic Connections.  

The task facing the judges 

with each of the musicians 
showcasing their individual 
skills on their preferred 
instrument or by singing. 

Ian Smith, Tiree, accordion; 
Jack Badcock, Abernethy, 
song, guitar; Neil Ewart, 

Robyn Stapleton, Stranraer, 
Scots song and Alistair Iain 
Paterson, Bishopton, piano.

Opening ceilidh
WITH president Janette 
MacArthur in the chair, 
both the senior and unior 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choirs 
provided the entertainment 
at the opening concert of the 
Glasgow Islay Association 
in Crawford Hall on Friday 
October 4.  

John Jo MacNeill as conductor 
of the junior choir which was 

its Mod songs and then 
individually illustrated they 
have great talent. Christina 
Gorman, Rebekah Boyle, 
Rhianna Boyle, Charlotte 
Cavanagh, Erin Whyte, 
Christie O’Hanlon and Lauren 
Scott all contributed to varied 
entertainment which included 
song, poetry recitation and 
bagpipe selections.

From the senior choir 
Elizabeth Campbell, John 
Jo MacNeill, Iain MacLean 
and Jennifer Campbell all 
sang solo items while Meg 
Buchanan played bagpipe 
selections and as part of their 

in Paisley the Senior Choir 
sang all seven pieces with 
which they will compete.  

Oran Mor - A Play, 
a Pie and a Pint
ORAN Mor has been 
the venue for the popular 
lunchtime plays, at 1pm, for 
several years now. 

It will be the turn of Gaelic 
during the week beginning 
Monday October 21 when 
Catriona Lexy Campbell 
will appear in Dorus Duinte, 
produced by Muireann Kelly.

Diary dates 
EVENTS other than linked to 
the Royal National Mod and 
The Spree:
Friday October 11:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Saturday October 12: Gaels 
ri Cheile, language classes in 
Scottish and Irish Gaelic, An 
Leanag, 10am-4pm, then an 
evening ceilidh in St Helen’s 
Hall, Shawlands Cross, 32 
Langside Avenue, 8pm.
Tuesday October 15: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 72 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Eddie 
Walker and Fraser Spiers.
Saturday October 19:  
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 9pm-
Donnie and Diane’s Band. 
World Solo Drumming 
Championships, Glasgow 
Caledonian University.
Monday October 21 to 
Friday October 25: A Play, a 
Pie and a Pint - see above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be played by 
Gunna Sound on Friday, 
Jig’n Time on Saturday and 
Deoch’n Dorus while in the 
Islay Inn it will be Carnaby 
Street on Friday and Black 
Velvet on Saturday. 

There is traditional music in 
Sutherland’s Bar every Friday 
evening starting at 8pm. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

believe take precedence over in 

actually bothered to go out and 
vote in 2012, I somehow doubt 
that this is what you voted for.
George Kerr, Riverside Park, 

Lochyside.

Great weekend at 
model show
Sir,
Myself and my wife attended the 
model show in Benderloch on 
September 14 and 15. 

Could we please through your 
columns congratulate and thank 
Mr and Mrs George Berry on 
behalf of ourselves and the other 
members of Caithness Model and 
Collectors Club who attended 
the show with their displays.  

We would like to say thank you 
for a great weekend.

Peter and Joan Irodenko, 
Wick. 

Energy policy on 
wrong track
Sir,
With a new analysis by the Tax-
Payers’ Alliance’s suggesting 
subsidies to ‘green’ generators 
will top £22 billion by 2020 
- costing each British household 
an extra £425 over the next six 
years - we must be clear that the 
reason the fat-cat energy giants 
can reap such sums is because 
Ed Miliband gave them the tools 
to do so when he was Energy 
Secretary under Gordon Brown.

What utter hypocrisy that he 
now intends to freeze utility bills 
for 20 months if Labour wins the 
general election in 2015, while 
avoiding any pledge to unravel 
the very policy framework that 

place.
As Ofgem also warns of 

the increasing likelihood of 
blackouts in the near future due 
to an electricity supply crunch, 
it is worth remembering that 
the £22 billion we will have 
spent by 2020 - mostly on giant, 
industrial wind turbines - would 
build three state-of-the-art, third 
generation nuclear reactors, 
including full waste disposal 
and decommissioning costs. In-
stead, we see turbine developers 
encouraged to build ever more 

that will do nothing to cut CO2 
emissions, all while spurred on 
by a toxic combination of Ed 
Miliband’s past mistakes and 
the SNP government’s own 

renewables. What we’re left with 
is an energy policy that will nei-

to power Scotland sustainably, 
nor enough carbon reductions to 
tackle climate change. 

Struan Stevenson, MEP.

Skye family photo 
mystery
Sir,

photograph last week. 
The man with the pipe is Alec 

Fisher, the lady next to him in the 
slippers is his wife Ishbel and the 
lady in the yellow overall is his 
mother in law Mrs Stoddart. The 
young woman is Mary Choard, 
the young men are either two 
brothers or her cousins. The 
other man is their uncle.

The families came on holiday 
here for more than 20 years. 
Some stayed with Mrs Stoddart 
at Ashbank Guest House in 
Kilbride and the rest stayed with 
Mrs Anderson Slapin View in 
Torrin. Some of the family were 
on Skye this summer.

Mary Anderson, via email.

Green power dividends must be open to all
NEWS that SSE has granted Kinlochleven Community Trust a grid 
connection for a 100kW hydroelectric scheme will be welcomed in 
many quarters.

Harnessing the tumbling waters of the Allt na Slatan above the 
village could be generating at least £72,000 each year for the trust 
and community projects by 2015.

The £2 million windfall over the next 25 years will help underpin 

for the devastating closure of its aluminium smelter in 1996.
Similar projects should be being pursued by dozens of other West 

Highland community trusts - but that is just not happening. High 

developers.
Many estates in the West Highlands have jumped on the green 

power bandwagon - and who can blame them?   
A great deal of money is to be earned from generating renewable 

energy through feed-in tariffs, which richly reward those producing 
electricity from the sun, wind, water and biomass.

Every consumer is paying the price of cutting Scotland’s carbon 
emissions through levies added to their electricity bills by the power 
companies.

The Scottish Government has a target of generating 100 per cent of 
the country’s electricity by 2020.

That aim would be more laudable if far more community 

ensure a more equitable distribution of the green dividend.
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A LOCHABER community’s plan to 
create its own hydro-electric scheme 
moved a step closer after locals 
overwhelmingly voted in favour of 
buying a dam from Scottish Water 
for £2,000.

Sunart Community Company asked 
the views of electors in Strontian and 
the surrounding area and of the 243 
votes cast, 232 residents backed the 
plan. The purchase of the dam would 
allow SCC to press ahead with its 

long-term project to build a 100kW 
hydro plant on the All nan Cailleach 
burn above the village.

SCC director James Hilder said the 
‘yes’ vote was ‘fantastic news’.

He told the Oban Times: ‘This 
means that the community hydro 
scheme moves a step closer and we 
will await the Ministers’ decision on 
the disposal of the Scottish Water 
land, which we hope to purchase for 
£2,000.

‘We were indebted to the staff at the 
Highland Council in Fort William 
for helping to administer the postal 
ballot in time to meet the deadline. 
Also several volunteers from the 

throughout the SCC area.’
SCC say the hydro scheme would 

bring in around £2 million in revenue 
over the next 25 years - money which 
would then be pumped back into 
local projects across the area.

A PLEA to West Highland knitters has been 
issued to boost an ambitious bid to row 100 
miles from St Kilda to Skye for charity next 
summer.

The darned good idea will see dozens of 
people knit welly socks for the potentially 
hazardous fundraiser, which is being 
undertaken in aid of the RNLI and Lochalsh 
Young Carers.

Row St Kilda will see eight Skyemen take 
the oars in turn in an 18-foot larch skiff to 
make the journey back from St Kilda to 
Portree.

The plan involves taking the skiff out to 

Dunan Star,
which will act as support vessel on the long 
journey home.

Portree man Donnie Nicolson will be 
among those rowing back to Skye - sea 
conditions permitting.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Hopefully the 
boat will be ready for next spring. We need 
to be ready to go by the end of May, because 

that’s often when the best weather window 
is.  

‘We need a week of high pressure - two 
days for the swell to die down, a day to get 
out there and two to get home.

‘It should take us 36 to 48 hours non-stop, 
but we are not going unless the weather is 
perfect.’

The as yet unnamed skiff had been hanging 

Portree since its last outing, a boat race at 
the 1913 Isle of Skye Highland Games. 

It is currently being painstakingly restored 
at a Broadford boatbuilders after initial work 
by volunteers.

Meanwhile, to help needles start clicking, 
a basic knitting pattern has been specially 
created and will be available from Portree-
based ATLAS Arts’ website www.atlasarts.
org.uk and local outlets, including the Isle 
of Skye Baking Company and Over the 
Rainbow. 

The completed socks will be for sale in 
various outlets around Skye and Portree.

The initiative, being led by Glasgow-
based textile artist Deirdre Nelson, is part 
of ATLAS’ year-long Spincycle project to 
involve the community in its work.

projects following the herring around the 
coast of Britain and Ireland, said: ‘Knitting 
has become increasingly popular after a bit 
of a decline in the 1990’s but when it comes 
to socks it takes a bit of courage. 

‘We encourage knitters to have a go at 
knitting some welly socks in support of 
these courageous and inspiring men who are 
going to row from St Kilda to Skye to raise 
funds for local charities.’

ATLAS Arts will host a gathering for 
knitters at the Isle of Skye Baking Company 

about the Row St Kilda project, the charities 
involved and, if needed, get help with their 
socks.  

ATLAS director Emma Nicolson said: 
‘Continue to watch this space as Spincycle 
unfolds.’

Rescue teams    
recover body 
of missing
hill walker
THE BODY of a missing 
hill walker was found in the 
Kinlochhourn area west of 
Knoydart on Sunday afternoon.

Colin Barnfather was reported 
missing on Friday, prompting a 
search by police, local mountain 
rescue teams, the RAF and a 
search dog team. His body was 
discovered in the Stob a Obhain 
area. 

It is thought the 54 year-old 
from Derby travelled to 
Lochaber in late September 
with the intention of going hill 
walking and camping. 

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said there did not 
appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances. A report will 
be submitted to the procurator 

Mr Barnfather is the second 
walker to be found dead in the 
area this year. 

The body of journalist Clive 
Dennier was discovered near 
Kinlochhourn in June, 10 weeks 
after he was reported missing.

KINLOCHLEVEN is a step 
closer to reaping a hydropower 
bonanza after SSE agreed to 
provide a grid connection for 
a 100kW community-owned 
scheme earmarked for a burn 
above the village.

The permission means 
Kinlochleven Community Trust 
can press ahead with plans to 

of Allt nan Slatan to provide 
electricity.

The development follows a 
favourable feasibility report, 
funded by Community Energy 
Scotland, which was unveiled 
by consultants Locogen at a 
positive public meeting in the 
Leven Centre in May.

As reported by The Oban 
Times, Locogen estimated 

annually into KCT’s coffers 
- £1million over 14 years. 

The cash would secure the 
future of the trust, which has 
been struggling to raise enough 
revenue to meet operating costs, 
and fund village projects.

KCT, which classes the project 
as its ‘primary priority’, has 
already secured agreement with 
landowners Rio Tinto Alcan for 

Mobile phone reception 
to be improved along A82
MOBILE phone reception is to be improved 
along the A82 by 2015 after funding was 
secured from Westminster.

The route was the only Scottish road 
included in the £150 million Mobile 
Infrastructure project, which will see new 
masts in rural areas where coverage is 
currently poor or non-existent.

An A82 Partnership spokesperson said: 
‘This is another welcome investment in the 
A82 which will ensure a better communica-

unplanned road closures and will increase 
the safety of road users particularly during 
spells of bad weather and at night. 

‘We will continue to seek upgrading of 
radio reception on the A82 as an aid to 
keeping road users informed.’

Biker dies in        
A87 crash 
A MOTORCYCLIST from has 
died after crashing on the A87 
Invergarry to Kyle of Lochalsh 
Road on Saturday afternoon.

Ian Hutchison, 51, of Tuxford, 
Nottinghamshire, was travelling 
north on a blue Suzuki 
motorbike and suffered fatal 
injuries after the accident. 

The incident occurred near 
Bunloyne just before 5pm, with 

via Invermoriston.

A CAOL student who spent 
a year of her degree studying 
in the Arctic has been named 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) UHI student of 
the year.

Kirsteen Allison was in the 
third year of her marine science 
degree when she decided to 
spend 12 months at the Univer-
sity Centre of Svalbard on the 
Norwegian Arctic island as part 
of an exchange programme.

And Kirsteen said her year on 
Svalbard was a ‘truly amazing 
experience’. She said: ‘The 
experiences I had during were 
astonishing. They included 
ice-caving, snowmobiling, the 
northern lights and of course 
seeing polar bears!’

Since her return, the 21-year-
old has spent much of her time 

Man dies after being 
crushed by HGV lorry
A MAN has died after being crushed when 
his HGV lorry overturned on North Uist on 
Saturday afternoon.

Emergency services were called to the 
B894 at Locheport on the island at around 
1pm, where they found 40 year-old Steven 
Buchanan of Liniclate, Benbecula, trapped 
underneath the lorry which was on its side.

A Police Scotland spokesperson said 
there was no other vehicles involved in the 
incident.

He said: ‘As a result of the incident the 
male occupant of the HGV was pronounced 
dead at the scene.’

The Health and Safety Executive will 
be involved in an investigation into the 
accident.

Police files
NUMEROUS power tools 
including a power table saw, a 
power handsaw, a drill and a 
power sander were stolen after a 
locked shed in Banff Crescent, 
Fort William was broken into 
between 8pm on Monday 
September 30 and 8.30am on 
Tuesday October 1.

A BLACK and orange Stihl 
power saw was taken from a 
construction area at Lochaber 
High School between Friday 
September 27 and Tuesday 
October 1.

the reception area at Lochaber 
High School were smashed 
between 5pm on Friday 
September 28 and 7am on 
Monday September 30.

SOMEONE tried to force entry 
to a locked shed in Alma Road, 
Fort William between 7pm 
on Sunday September 29 and 
8.30am the next morning.

Anyone with useful information 
is asked to contact local police 

01397 702000 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

With a name like mine, what would 
you expect me to vote? Yes!
WHEN The Shinty Referee rocketed to number one spot in the 
world I-Tunes chart, there was obviously a lot of media interest 
and attention.  

A reporter from a national newspaper, after getting the 
information he needed to write his article in relation to the 
song, decided to throw a parting shot at me.  

He asked: ‘Fergie, what are you going to vote at the referen-
dum, yes or no?’ He caught me totally off guard. My spontane-
ous reply was: ‘With a name like mine, what would you expect 
me to vote?’  Think about it, Duncan Ferguson MacDonald of 
Clanranald!

So many people have asked me, what is my follow-up to The 
Shinty Referee.  Well it’s just been recorded and named ‘Yes is 
the vote for Bonnie Scotland’. 

It’s a souvenir recording to commemorate this gigantic 
occasion, no doubt a collectors item.  Details will be posted on 
my website and Facebook page soon.  The song is not political, 
but the message is there.

Performing at the National Mod opening dance in Paisley 
Town Hall on Saturday October 12 will mark 53 years of 
consecutive performances in one shape or another with The 
Fergie Band at a National Mod. I can hardly believe it. The 
band will be Hugh MacCallum, Lauren Tait, Sandy Meldrum 
and Fergie.

I am delighted also to have accepted a request from Paddy and 
Jean Malarky to do session ceilidh spots at Paddy Malarky’s on 
Wednesday and Thursday in the afternoon and evening. It will 
be packed out as it is a very small family run bar. That in itself 
will generate an electric atmosphere so that’s the place to be.  I 
will be joined by Sandy Meldrum. See you there.

Fergie(Domhnallach)MacDonald, wmail Fergiemacd@
hotmail.co.uk or visit www. FergieMacDonald.com.

Fergie’s Folk
with Fergie MacDonald

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Rio Tinto Alcan’s hydro plant at Kinlochleven: now the local community is set to build its own, 
smaller scheme. 20_f41kinloch01

their preferred site. Surveys on 
the proposed powerhouse site, 
together with potential impacts 

bats, wildcats and trees will be 
required for planning and water 
abstraction approvals from 
Highland Council and SEPA.

Estimated capital costs stand 
at £632,000, including access 
tracks, buried pipelines, turbine 
house and cables.

Moira Hartley said: ‘The biggest 
hurdle was applying to Scottish 
and Southern Electric for a 
connection to the national grid. 

‘Not only has that been agreed 
but it has been agreed that we can 
access the full 100kw scheme.

‘We have now accepted the 
offer of a grid connection 
and appointed environmental 
consultants Thistle Access to 
undertake the extensive habitat 
studies required and commence 
the process of preparing a full 
planning application. We are 

still a long way off, but it is likely 
that we could see operation by 
the spring of 2015.’

Capital funding is likely to 
include a mixture of the trust’s 
own funds, external grants and 
other outside investments. The 
KCT board will consider whether 
loan funding is required, whilst 
minimising any risk.

KCT chairman and local 
Highland councillor Andrew 
Baxter said: ‘This is a 
community project initiated by 
the community trust and will 
involve considerable investment 
by the trust.  

will be used by the community 
trust for the community. The 
hydro scheme was the biggest 

year business plan - a plan that is 
now coming to its end.  

‘New priorities are emerging 
within Kinlochleven and these 
ideas will be taken forward in a 
new business plan.’

An SSE spokesperson 

but declined to comment 
further, citing commercial 

 See leader page 10.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Kinlochleven 
hydro scheme 
a step closer

The St Kilda rowers get in some training off Skye.

Residents back community power project

Knitters needed to help  
St Kilda charity rowers

Fort William’s Kirsteen Allison receiving the student of the year award. 

encouraging other students to 
take up similar opportunities.

She said: ‘I was more than 
happy to share my experience 
with potential applicants to the 
Arctic exchange programme 
offered at SAMS.’

SAMS module leader Shona 
Magill, who nominated Kirsteen 
for the award, said: ‘Kirsteen was 
an exceptionally hard working 
student who always strived to do 
her best. She gave several talks 
to students on what to expect 
and recently gave an enthusiastic 
account of the Arctic to SAMS 
UHI’s whole student body.’

After winning the award, 
Kirsteen has now gone forward 
as a candidate for the overall 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands student of the year 
award.

Caol’s Kirsteen is UHI 
student of the year

Got a story? 
Call our 

newsdesks on 
01397 703003
01631 568000
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Ruth Moody Counselling Service
I offer clients a confidential secure space in 

which to confront, change, or channel feelings 
of confusion, grief, rage or depression. I 

encourage clients to find their own answers 
within themselves. 

If you are struggling with difficulties, why not 
try our confidential and counselling services. 

Phone 07786706417 or
email ruth@dunbeg.plus.com for details

Auchinlee Care Home Providing Care since 1952
Specialising in Dementia care.

24 single rooms all with en-suite facilities.
Dementia Friendly Garden with Excellent views over 

Campbeltown Loch

Experienced and fully trained SVQ Level 3 staff team 
offering tailored One to One and Group Activities 
with Activity Co-ordinator and key-workers

contact Jill Slater Service Manager 
High Askomil, Campbeltown, PA28 6EN
01586 552568

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144  
www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk

PO BOX 9576, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

woman to woman
Jen Fitton

www.womantowoman-counselling.co.uk
Phone: (01631) 710403

email: jen.womantowoman@virgin.net

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support

Tel. 01631 567190
Offers free confidential support to 

Women, Men and Young People (13+) 
who have been raped, sexually assaulted 

and/or sexually abused at any time in 
their lives.

Female Helpline
08001 214685

Male Helpline
08000 320399

support@ab-rc.org.uk
E-mail: info@abrc.org.uk 

www.ab-rc.org.uk

Psychotherapy
• Group Analytic 

Psychotherapy
• Individual Psychotherapy
• Trauma Counselling
• Clinical Supervision
• Staff support and 

process groups
Liz McLure

MSc, M. Inst.GA, MBACP, 
MHDS, UKCP reg

Phone: 0795 220 6084
www.liz-mclure-

psychotherapy.co.uk
info@liz-mclure-

psychotherapy.co.uk

OBAN & LORN 
RIDING FOR THE 

DISABLED GROUP
CAN YOU SPARE 

AN HOUR A WEEK?
WE NEED 

VOLUNTEERS 
TUESDAY TO 

FRIDAY
No experience 

necessary. 
Training provided.
PLEASE CALL 
01631 564 674

SOROBA YOUNG 
FAMILY GROUP
offers weekly Respite Creche, 
Parent & Toddlers and Recep-

tion Group for families with 
children aged birth to 3 years.  

We have space for children 
aged 3-4 years in the nursery.

Tel: 01631 565263
E: sorobayoungfamily

group@gmail.com

Care in the 

Rewarding in More 
Ways Than One

Please phone Toril Frantzen on 01631 563068, 
e-mail her at toril.frantzen@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

or write to her at Argyll and Bute Council, Community 
Services, Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4JA.

Fostering…

We need respite carers who can take children for brief, 
time-limited periods to support their full-time carers.

We need shared carers who can offer short-term, planned 
care, usually to a child with special needs, whose families 

arrange babysitting or childcare.
We need foster carers who can look after a child or 

children either for a temporary period while plans are 
made for their future or for an extended period if they are 

unable to go back to their families. We are particularly 
looking for families for sibling groups who need a 

temporary home where they can live together until a 
decision is made regarding their future.

We need adoptive parents and permanent carers
who can offer a child or a sibling group a family to grow up in 

and to provide support for them for the rest of their lives.
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In Oban we have a 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Centre 
for treating and supporting 

people with Multiple 
Sclerosis. 

The aim of oxygen treatment in 
M.S. is to minimize the amount of 
damage being caused, promote 
rapid healing and to limit the scar 
formation which can prevent nerve 
function being restored.  It is more 

soon as the diagnosis has been 
made.  Please telephone Sandra 
for more information 01631 566602

Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd, 

Glencruitten Road, 
Oban, PA34 4PU

Registered Office: 252 Union Street, 
Aberdeen.

Registered Company No. 115820,  
Scottish Charity No. SCO16889

Lochaber Care & Repair
Are you aged over 65 and/or living with a disability?

01397 706444

Lochaber Handyperson Service

01397 706333

Lochaber Hope is a life skills, 
personal development and recovery project, open to the 

whole community. Support is available through confidential 
counselling, mentoring, employment programmes, personal 

development courses and drop in. 

To find out more call Alyson on 01397 705077 or email 
reception@lochaberhope.org.uk. 

www.lochaberhope.org.uk

Call in to see us above the Hub cafe, 
30 Fassifern Road, Fort William PH33 6QX

Argyll Home Care provides a professional, flexible, 
friendly & reliable service for those requiring Care 

at Home and we cover all aspects of personal & 
domestic care.

24 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8NE  Tel:  01546 600333

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

Lunch Club
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

£4.50 per head
Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at Caol Community Centre

All ages welcome
L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.

Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for 
Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

COMMUNITY CAFE
(You can find us opposite Caol Post Office, Glenloy Street, Caol)

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm
Chef’s Special

Homemade Soup, Toastie and a cup of tea / coffee £3.80
Afternoon Special

Homemade scone and a cup of tea / Coffee £2.10
Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice

(1 filling) £2.70, (2 fillings) £3.00

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Prayer Group 

Meetings
7pm Wednesdays

Craig Lodge, Dalmally
12noon Starts Sunday 13th October
Visitation Catholic Church, Taynuilt.North Argyll House care home for older people 

has been established in Oban since 1955 and 

is to provide the highest standard of care in a 

We are registered with 

North Argyll House, 
Bealach-An-Righ, Oban, PA34 5TG

01631 562168

North Argyll House

A COMMUNITY that 
cares is something 
many people lament 
as a lost trait in society 
nowadays.
But what if the helpful neighbour 
who used to pop out for the elderly 
woman next door’s shopping has 
simply been replaced with more 
professional - but no less caring 
- services.

A chat over a cup of tea and a few 
biscuits might solve some people’s 
problems but others may have much 
more on their plate to deal with. And 
there are plenty of places in Argyll 
that you can turn to for care and 
support in a time of need.

You could be facing problems at 
home, whether that be coping 
with a loved one’s illness, a recent 
bereavement or addiction issues.

There are many support and therapy 
groups that can help you overcome 
these issues and deal with the 
emotions you experience during 
them.

Perhaps you’re stuck in a situation 
you can’t see a way out of, if you or 
someone you know is experiencing 
domestic abuse help is at hand - 
don’t be afraid to speak up.

Reaching out to others can pull you 
back from a point where you may be 
considering harming yourself. Talking 
through our problems will help solve 
them.

But perhaps you just need a helping 
hand because of age or disability. 
Staying in their own home is what 
many people desire as the fragility 
of life catches up with them.

This can become trickier as mobility 
becomes a challenge but many 
organisations can install mechanically 
assisted devices in homes to ensure 
getting in and out of beds, chairs 
and baths is no problem.

Council policies are also set to assist 
with care in the home for as long as 
possible so that people can remain 
independent. There are even 
agencies which will help upgrade 
and decorate elderly people’s 
homes.

Of course staying at home isn’t always 
an option, perhaps the burden of 
care has become too much for family 
members and the time has come to 
look at care homes.

Thankfully these are now far from 
the daunting sterile image of old. In 
Argyll care homes provide 24-hour-
care services including support with 
all personal care.

You can also have a visit from 
hairdressers, physiotherapists, 
chiropodists, doctors, nurses, dentists 
and even dieticians. That’s on top of 
getting daily papers and magazines 
delivered.

If you’re a carer for anyone and 
struggling to cope - or just looking 
for a bit of breathing space - there 
is also help available through respite 
services and support groups.

Annual events also aim to encourage 
support for others in the community 
- including participating in foster 
care.

Anyone considering fostering a child 
should get in contact with their local 

appropriate, take steps to do so.

Other services for children are also 
available - if you are aware of a 
youngster dealing with issues at 
home you should not be afraid 
to point them in the direction of 
support.

Community

We offer a free service assisting people who are 
experiencing problems because of their own or 

someone else’s drinking and/or use of drugs 
- contact 01631 566090 for more information

Market Street Centre, Oban, Argyll
Tel: 01631 566090

www.encompass-argyll.org.uk

Encompass - Alcohol 
and Drugs Counselling 
and Advisory Service

ECS Oban Market St 
Centre Market St 
01631 566090

ECS Mid Argyll 
45 Chalmers St Ardrishaig 
01546 602880

ECS Islay Custom House 
Main St Bowmore 
01496 301455

ECS Bute 26 Bishop St 
Rothesay
01700 505855

The Salvation Army 
Oban Corps, 

18-20 Stevenson Street, 
Oban PA34 5NA  

Tel: 01631 563652 or 
07501 655 954

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons drop-in from 12 to 4pm 
for “Tools and Tea” in The Shed - our free community workshop.

Friday afternoons 2-4pm we have Stitch’n’Time; an opportunity to learn 
new craft skills or share your expertise with others. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays from 12-2pm, Oban AA Afternoon Group.

Starting on Tuesday 22nd October at 7.30pm - a weekly support group for 
those affected by imprisonment.

Sundays at 11am, worship and fellowship in the hall. 

We usually keep a supply of sleeping bags, blankets and duvets and 
welcome donations of tents to help us support those sleeping rough.

Registered charity no: 214779
Scotland SCO09259

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban     

Bishop Joseph Toal and Monsignor James L MacNeil

Mass times throughout the year:
Vigil-Mass for Sunday - 6pm

                               Sunday - 10.30am

Holy Days of Obligation: 10am and 7pm

Confessions:  Saturday - 9.30am and 5.30pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 

Wednesday 10.30 - 2pm

Tel: 01631 562123   Corran Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5AB
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FÈIS na Mara rocked Mallaig 
last weekend - but top perform-
ers still found time to tutor 
local children in traditional 
music.

Concerts and ceilidhs in the 
community centre on Friday 
and Saturday night raised the 
roof with Diamh, the Bevvy 
Sisters, Session A9, Deoch 
an Dorus and Drams Allowed 
among the headline acts.

In Mallaig Primary School, 
however, it was all about the 
next generation as a dozen 

youngsters from across Loch-
aber received instruction from 
the experts.

Sileas Sinclair (accordion and 

Andrew MacPherson (chanter 

throughout Saturday.
A special concert for younger 

children and a family dance 

Fèis na Mara organiser Eilidh 
Shaw, originally from Taynuilt 
but now living in Morar, was 
delighted the revived event 
was going from strength to 
strength.

She told The Oban Times in 
the school on Saturday: ‘The 
fèis just got going again in 
2012 after being in abeyance 
for seven years. 

‘It used to be quite a big 
affair with a marquee, but last 
year we restricted it to a much 
smaller space.

‘That was very successful 
and this year has been the 
same - we had 250 people in 
the community centre last 

She added: ‘The main thing 
about the feis has always been 
to encourage young kids to get 
into traditional music.

‘It is the perfect opportunity 
to get top musicians when they 
are here playing at night to 
give the kids some tuition dur-

Tutors Sileas Sinclair (accordion) and Dierdre Beck (fiddle) with Fèis na Mara students, from left, Lewis MacRae from Glenfinnan, 
Wallace Dempster from Arisaig, Kirstie-Ann Duncan from Morar and Hannah MacRae from Fort William.  10_f41feis03

Clockwise from left, Mallaig siblings Kayleigh and Liam Morrison, 
together with Grace MacDonald from Morar enjoyed learning the 
whistle with traditional music tutor Hamish Napier. 10_f41feis02

Fèis na Mara hits 
the high notesTHURSDAY - October 10

9.30am, The Pop-In Porridge Stop, Achaleven Primary School, Connel.
10am, Ramblers Scotland Tummel Bridge walk, meet at Glencoe Village car park or 
Fort William Woollen Mill at 8am or Spean Bridge Woollen Mill at 8.20am.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - October 11
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
10am, Song birds, Craighouse Hall, Jura.
8pm, Isla Grant in concert, Bowmore Hall, Islay.
8pm, Chris Devotion and The Expectations, Cuan Mor, Oban
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - October 12
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
12pm, Oban Lifeboat open to the public.
6.30pm, Dinner and live music, Taynuilt Hotel.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY - October 13
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
All day, Highland Cattle Society show and sale, Oban Livestock Centre, Upper 
Soroba, Oban.
10.30am, Ramblers Scotland Ardgour walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park 
at 9am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 9.45am, Ballachulish tourist info at 9.50am or 
Corran Ferry slip for 10.15am sailing.
3pm, Mull Beekeepers’ Association AGM, Corry Meadows, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY - October 14
All day, Highland Cattle Society show and sale, Oban Livestock Centre, Upper 
Soroba, Oban.
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.

TUESDAY - October 15
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.

WEDNESDAY - October 16
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
9pm, Pub quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THURSDAY - October 17
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
7.40am, Ramblers Scotland Spean Bridge walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car 
park, N Ballachulish PS at 8.30am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 9am or Spean 
Bridge Woollen Mill at 9.20am.
10am, LORN Market, Kintaline Farm, Benderloch.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
7.30pm, IOM Bird Club, Craignure Hall, Mull.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - October 18
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
9.30am, Is the Public Sector Right for You workshop, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - October 19
All day, Fasanta, Dunollie 1745 House and Corran Halls, Oban.
8am, Ramblers Scotland Morvern walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park, N 
Ballachulish PS at 8.50am, Corran Ferry slip for 9.15am sailing or Strontian tourist 
info at 9.45am.
10.30am, Nearly new sale, Congregational Church Hall, Oban.
10.30am, IOM Bird Club field trip, meet Bunessan car park, Mull.
2.30pm, Vegetarian Cookery Demonstration, Salen Church Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Family Whist Drive, Salen Church, Mull.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY - October 20
All day, Fasanta, Dunollie 1745 House and Corran Halls, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
9.30pm, Pub quiz, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Driver’s Vision MOT
Autumn is well and 

truly here and winter is 
not far away. With the 
regular commute to and 
from work taking place 
in either low visibility 
or even in the dark it is 
imperative drivers have 
the best possible vision. 
Amazingly most drivers 
do not have regular vision 
checks, far less a full eye 
examination. If, like me, 
you passed the driving 
test at age seventeen, 
you could theoretically not 
have another vision check 
for driving until you reach 
your seventieth birthday. 

There is much more to 
vision and driving than 
the very simplistic test of 
reading a number plate at 
20.5 metres. Not only do 
you need clear distance 
vision but you also require 
excellent peripheral vi-
sion. The tasks involved 
in driving are many and 
complex. Driving is pos-
sibly the ultimate test for 
your visual system. You 
need to see other road 
users, pedestrians, road 
signs and road condi-
tions as well as maintain 

control of your vehicle. 
You need to be able to 
perform these different 
tasks in extremes of bright 
sunlight, pitch dark and in 
dense fog. 

I regularly come across 
patients who believe they 
can adequately read 
a number plate at the 
prescribed distance yet, 
when faced with having 
to actually read one are 
unable to do so. The 
reality is, if stopped by the 
police and you fail to read 
a number plate at the ap-
propriate distance you are 
committing a criminal of-
fence and you insurance 
company will probably 
refuse you cover in the 
event of an accident. Fre-
quently all that is required 
is for the driver to wear 
appropriate spectacles to 
bring their vision up to the 
required standard. Driv-
ers should have regular 
eye examinations. These 
are normally free as NHS 
Scotland funds free eye 
examinations usually 
every two years. You owe 
it to yourself and other 
road users!

Katie MacRae from Glenfinnan gets some expert tuition on drumming 
from Andrew MacPherson, of the Angus Nicolson Trio. 10_f41feis01

Left: The Chair, from Orkney, were in great form in the community 
centre on Friday night. Photo by Rupert Shanks

renowned choreographers will 
be performed at venues across 
the west coast of Scotland at 

Something Old, Something 

-

-

by Cathy Marston inspired by 

Saskia MacEachen, market-

in Scotland and we are one of 
only two companies to have 
been allowed to perform a 
Bourne work other than his 

-
tures.

‘It is quite an honour for us 
and we are very excited to be 

able to bring this tour to the 
more remote communities in 
Scotland as opposed to just 

The tour is a return to the 

established himself as one of 
the best dancers of his genera-
tion with the London Contem-
porary Dance Theatre and 

on the birth of the company, 
-

ebrates its inheritance while 
looking to the future with 
Something Old, Something 

The tour will be stopping at 

the Aros Centre, Skye on 

Dance tour 
coming to 
the west of 
Scotland

acclaimed bands will play in 
Connel this weekend, fresh 
from collaborating with 
Alex Kapranos of Franz 
Ferdinand. 

A Band Called Quinn will 
take their vibrant, art-pop 
themed style of electronic 
rock to the Glue Pot on Fri-
day night, with the free gig 
coming on the back of a host 
of glowing reviews from Q, 

-

has also described the band 
-

donna has also praised their 

In addition to welcoming 
Kapranos as a guitarist for 

has also collaborated with 
the likes of Kid Loco and 
The Pastels, while their 
music has regularly featured 

-

remake of The Borrowers 

Service.
A Band Called Quinn will 

play at The Glue Pot 9pm.

Louise Quinn fronts A Band Called Quinn, which will make its 
Argyll debut at Connel’s Glue Pot on Friday from 9pm. t41quinn1no

A Band Called Quinn 
coming to Connel

A FILM made by people 
from all over Scotland will 
be screened as part of a free 
community event on the Isle 
of Luing.

which features residents 
from Luing, will be shown in 

who contributed to the movie, 
said: ‘A lot of Luing people are 
in it including all the children 
from Luing Primary School.

‘There is even a Luing bull 
which was blocking the road at 

We Are Northern Lights to 
be shown on Luing

being encouraged to become 

Visit Scotland campaign.
Booklets are landing in the 

children this week with the aim 
of inspiring youngsters to get 
out and about in Scotland.

The magazines are designed 

for teachers to use in class, then 
to be taken home so children 
can share the information with 
their parents.

-
ers scheme has seen more than 

given to children including 
ideas for days out and trips for 
the October holidays. 

Iona Durbin from Roshven spent Saturday working on her Fèis na Mara mural in Mallaig Primary School. f41feis1no.

OBAN LIFEBOAT
will be open to the public
Saturday, October 12th

from 12noon - 2pm.
RNLI Christmas cards will
be on sale in the lifeboat 

station in Gallanach Road.
Volunteers interested in 
helping us to raise funds

please come along for info 
or telephone the Secretary 

on 01631 564393.

Children encouraged to 
become ‘natural explorers’

-

shocked by the number of 
hard copy sales of the latest 
album to come from the Tiree 
company.

Angus MacPhail said the 

by the Skipinnish band this 
year, was outselling any other 
record released since 2001 by 
three copies to one and sug-
gested that the CD market had 
not completely collapsed in 
face of competition from the 
internet.

shocked by the level of sales, 
because over the last few years 
hard copy sales generally have 
reduced hugely because of 
downloads and online listen-

-
ning to win album of the year 

Music Awards.

awards can be made by gong 
to scotstradmusicawards.com.

The closing date for nomina-

‘Atlantic Roar‘ by Skipinnish 
bucking the trend
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• Diana (12A)
During the last two years of her life, 
Princess Diana embarks on a final rite of 
passage: a secret love affair with Pakistani 
heart surgeon Hasnat Khan. This biopic 
focuses on the last two years of her life 
after she divorced from Prince Charles. 
Her relationships with heart surgeon 
Hasnat Khan and Dodi Fayed are also 
narrated. Providing the details about how 
the Princess and Khan met.
• R.I.P.D. (12A)
A recently slain cop joins a team of undead 
police officers working for the Rest in 
Peace Department and tries to find the 
man who murdered him. While ascending 
through a tunnel in the sky to the afterlife, 
Nick is pulled into the office of Mildred 
Proctor, director of the Boston division of 
the Rest In Peace Department (R.I.P.D.), 
an agency that recruits deceased police 
officers to patrol the afterlife and capture 
“Deados”, spirits that failed to cross over 
and return to Earth as monstrous ghosts. 
Nick agrees to join the R.I.P.D. after 
Proctor explains that it would stave off a 
potentially negative final judgment for at 
least a century, and meets his new partner, 
Roy Pulsipher, an ex-U.S. Marshal who 
lived in the 1800s.
• Sir Billi (U)
A retired veterinarian living in a remote 
Scottish village encounters a goat who 
thinks he’s a dog, an Admiral who’s afraid 
of the water and a beaver who was raised 
by rabbits. Sir Billi (Sir Sean Connery) goes 
above and beyond the call of responsibility 
fighting villainous policemen and strong 
lairds in a war to save an illegal fugitive 
- Bessie Boo the beaver.
• Brave (PG)
The film features Kelly Macdonald as the 
voice of Merida, a skilled archer and the 
daughter of King Fergus (voice of Billy 
Connolly) and Queen Elinor (voice of 
Emma Thompson). Determined to carve 
her own path in life, Merida defies an 
age-old custom sacred to the uproarious 
lords of the land: massive Lord MacGuffin 
(voice of Kevin McKidd), surly Lord 
Macintosh (voice of Craig Ferguson) 
and cantankerous Lord Dingwall (voice 
of Robbie Coltrane). Merida’s actions 
inadvertently unleash chaos and fury 
in the kingdom, and when she turns to 
an eccentric old Wise Woman (voice of 
Julie Walters) for help, she is granted an 

ill-fated wish. The ensuing peril forces 
Merida to discover the meaning of true 
bravery in order to undo a beastly curse 
before it’s too late.
• Sunshine on Leith (PG)
Sunshine on Leith is based on the 
sensational stage hit of the same name, 
featuring music by pop-folk band The 
Proclaimers. The film follows the stories of 
Davy and Ally, who have to re-learn how 
to live life in Edinburgh after coming home 
from serving in Afghanistan. Both struggle 
to learn to live a life outside the army and 
to deal with the everyday struggles of 
family, jobs and relationships.
• Filth (18)
Based on a novel by Irvine Welsh, 
scheming Bruce Robertson (James 
McAvoy), a bigoted and corrupt policeman, 
is in line for a promotion and will stop at 
nothing to get what he wants. Enlisted to 
solve a brutal murder and threatened by 
the aspirations of his colleagues, including 
Ray Lennox (Jamie Bell), Bruce sets about 
ensuring their ruin, right under the nose 
of unwitting Chief Inspector Toal. As he 
turns his colleagues against one another 
by stealing their wives and exposing their 
secrets, Bruce starts to lose himself in a 
web of deceit that he can no longer control. 
His past is slowly catching up with him, 
and a missing wife, a crippling drug habit 
and suspicious colleagues start to take 
their toll on his sanity. The question is: can 
he keep his grip on reality long enough to 
disentangle himself from the filth?
• Angels Share (15)
Narrowly avoiding jail, new dad Robbie 
vows to turn over a new leaf. A visit to 
a whisky distillery inspires him and his 
mates to seek a way out of their hopeless 
lives. Another classic Ken Loach film 
this has been amazingly popular with 
audiences all over the country. 
• Trainspotting (18)
A wild, freeform, Rabelaisian trip through 
the darkest recesses of Edinburgh low-life, 
focusing on Mark Renton and his attempt 
to give up his heroin habit, and how the 
latter affects his relationship with family 
and friends: Sean Connery wannabe 
Sick Boy, dimbulb Spud, psycho Begbie, 
14-year-old girlfriend Diane, and clean-
cut athlete Tommy, who’s never touched 
drugs but can’t help being curious about 
them...

• Local Hero (PG)
Oil billionaire Happer sends Mac to a 
remote Scotish villiage to secure the 
property rights for an oil refinery they 
want to build. Mac teams up with Danny 
and starts the negotiations, the locals 
are keen to get their hands on the 
‘Silver Dollar’ and can’t believe their 
luck. However a local hermit and beach 
scavenger, Ben Knox, lives in a shack 
on the crucial beach which he also owns. 
Happer is more interested in the Northern 
Lights and Danny in a surreal girl with 
webbed feet, Marina. Mac is used to a 
Houston office with fax machines but is 
forced to negotiate on Bens terms.
• Braveheart (15)
This classic Scottish film starring Mel 
Gibson tells the story of William Wallace 
is a Scottish rebel who leads an uprising 
against the cruel English ruler Edward 
the Longshanks, who wishes to inherit the 
crown of Scotland for himself. When he 
was a young boy, William Wallace’s father 
and brother, along with many others, lost 
their lives trying to free Scotland. Once he 
loses another of his loved ones, William 
Wallace begins his long quest to make 
Scotland free once and for all, along with 
the assistance of Robert the Bruce.
• Skyfall (12A)
Daniel Craig is back as Ian Fleming’s 
James Bond 007 in Skyfall, the 23rd 
adventure in the longest-running film 
franchise of all time. In Skyfall, Bond’s 
loyalty to M (Oban Phoenix’s very own 
patron, Dame Judi Dench) is tested as 
her past comes back to haunt her.  As MI6 
comes under attack, 007 must track down 
and destroy the threat, no matter how 
personal the cost. Returning for one show 
only this is another Scottish film you don’t 
want to miss.
• I Know Where I’m Going (U)
Joan Webster is an ambitious and stubborn 
middle-class English woman determined 
to move forward since her childhood. She 
meets her father in a fancy restaurant to 
tell him that she will marry the wealthy 
middle-aged industrial Robert Bellinger 
in Kiloran island, in the Hebrides Islands, 
Scotland. She travels from Manchester to 
the island of Mull, where she stays trapped 
due to the windy weather. While in the 
island, she meets Torquil McNeil and as 
the days go by they fall in love with each 
other.
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Diana Thursday 10th 18.00
R.I.P.D. Thursday 10th 20.30 3D

Scottish Week Friday 11th – Thursday 17th 
Sir Billi Friday 11th   13.30

Saturday 12th  13.00
Sunday 13th   13.30

Brave Friday 11th   15.30 3D
Saturday 12th  15.30 3D

Sunshine on Leith Friday 11th   18.30
Saturday 12th  18.00
Sunday 13th   16.00, 18.30
Monday 14th   18.00
Tuesday 15th   21.00
Wednesday 16th 16.00, 18.30
Thursday 17th 16.00, 21.00

Filth Friday 11th   21.00
Monday 14th   20.30

Angels Share Saturday 12th  21.00
Trainspotting Sunday 13th   21.00
Local Hero Monday 14th   15.00
Braveheart Tuesday 15th   17.30
Skyfall Wednesday 16th 21.00
I Know Where I’m Going Thursday 17th 18.30

Oban Music Society kicked off
its latest concert series at St
John’s Cathedral with guests
the Sutherland Duo.

The event, held on September
29, saw Harriet Mackenzie on
violin and Christina Lawrie
on piano entertaining the audi-
ence.

The duo are winners of the
Enterprise Music Scotland 2012
award and hail from Strath Hal-
ladale and Kildonan.

Graham Moore, society
secretary, said: ‘They provided
a programme that offered
something for everyone. Violin
Sonatas by Bach, Schubert and
Grieg together with two en-
trancing pieces by Tchaikovsky
and Gershwin and an exquisite

encore by Massenet.
‘The sound that Harriet drew

from her 1747 Turin violin was
spellbinding and a number
of CDs of Christina’s piano
recording from Craer were
snapped up as a momento of the
concert.

‘The Sutherland Duo plan to

for Christina and Harriet was

to the new Oban music season.’
Next month sees the Tim

Kliphuis Jazz Trio, on Sunday
November 3 also at St John’s
Cathedral. Graham added: ‘Tim
is the true successor to Stephane
Grapelli with his combination
of gypsy and jazz violin.’

The Sutherland Duo. t41oms1no

A NEW book marking the
centenary of the birth of a South
Uist man who became one of
Glasgow Celtic and Scotland’s
greatest ever players will be
launched at Celtic Park tomor-
row (Friday).

And in a nod to its Gaelic
backdrop, ‘Rionnag Chaillte
– Forgotten Star: The Untold
Story of former Celtic, Kilmar-
nock, Brentford, and Scotland
Great, Malcolm MacDonald’
will have a second special
launch at the Royal National

Written by well-known South
Uist broadcaster and journalist
Alex O’Henley, the bi-lingual
English/Gaelic book tells the
remarkable tale of Malcolm
‘Malky’ MacDonald, who from
humble island beginnings found
footballing fame.

Malky was born into poverty
in October 1913 to parents who
were forced to leave their native

industrial ghetto of Garngad.
Ironically, the proximity of

Parkhead, the home of a club
founded to feed the poor chil-
dren of Glasgow’s East End,
offered the young Glasgow Gael
a way out of destitution - and
gave him the platform to join the
pantheon of truly great players
who have pulled on the famous
green and white hoops.

Malky played for or managed
Celtic, Kilmarnock, Brentford,
and Scotland over a career
which ran from the 1930s to the
1960s.

Former Celtic chairman and
SFA president Jack McGinn
said: ‘Quite simply Malky was
the best player I have seen in my
lifetime.

‘I know there have been
many great players over the
years at Celtic, men like Jimmy
Johnstone and Henrik Larsson,
but how many of them played in
all the positions Malky did and
played them as well as he did?
Not one.

‘Malky could walk into any
Celtic team, including the Lis-
bon Lions. So, yes I will go to
my grave saying that Malcolm
MacDonald was the greatest
footballer I have ever seen.’

Speaking about his book,
which contains many previ-
ously unpublished photographs,
Mr O’Henley said: ‘In this the
100th anniversary of his birth
it’s appropriate that the memory
of Malky, or Calum as he was
known to his family and team-
mates, is kept alive and brought
to a new audience.

‘He was one of the greatest

Celtic Football Club and were it
not for the advent of the Second
World War his place in Scottish
football folklore, already as-
sured, would surely have been
even greater.

‘From humble roots, Malky’s
story is one of triumph over
adversity and as another son of
South Uist it’s one I am proud
and privileged to tell.’

The author, Celtic director
Brian Wilson, and ex-Celtic
footballer Murdo Macleod are
expected to attend the Celtic
Park event.

The Mòd launch will take
place at the Glynhill Hotel,
Renfrew, next Wednesday at

The book is available from
www.theislandsbooktrust.com
and all good booksellers.

Local Origins Rural Network
Argyll Apple Day

Fruity Fun
Scottish Apple 

Collection
Community

Producers Market
Thurs. 17th October

Kintaline Farm,
Benderloch

10 am to 3 pm
01631 720223

facebook.com/lornargyll

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Oban Highland 
dancers perform at 
concert in Denmark

Highland dancers Denise Gemmell, left, Ryan MacInnes and 
Eilidh MacInnes performed at an anniversary concert for 

Denmark’s Sonderburg Pipes and Drums.

VISITORS to Barcaldine’s Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary
will take part in a one minute silence on Saturday - in
honour of the half a billion sharks killed since the turn
of the century.

The tribute is timed for 11am on October 12, at the
start of three special Shark Weeks highlighting shark
conservation needs.

Pete Coombes, head of displays at the sanctuary, said:
‘There are an estimated 38 million sharks killed every

‘Shark populations worldwide are teetering close to
extinction, yet few people seem to realise or care what
a devastating impact on the ocean ecosystem the disap-
pearance of this apex predator could have.’

The silence will be observed simultaneously at other
Sea Life centres across the country, which will also
collect petition signatures calling for an end to shark

Pete added: ‘Our aim is to persuade people that
sharks deserve admiration and protection rather than
persecution. They are amazing creatures which prey
on the weak, and hence help to drive the evolution of
other species.

‘Some species of shark are already critically endan-
gered, and time is fast running out for the rest.’

The special Shark Weeks will also feature shark hats,
a shark quiz trail, badge making, colouring sheets and
shark tagging demonstrations.

One minute silence starts Shark Week

HARRY Potter, Little Red Riding Hood and Cruella
de Vil were among the characters who showed up at
Caol Primary School when the pupils were celebrating
book week.

Pupils from the whole school dressed up as their

favourite character at the end of a week of fun activi-
ties.

Head teacher Steven Hamilton said the children had
been ‘very busy’ during book week, which this year
had a focus on Scots language stories.

Pupils at Caol Primary School dressed up for book week. 20_f41book01

Celebrations at
Caol Primary for
book week

Children from Happy House Christian Pre School helped raise money for both their nursery and the charity 
Children 1st on a recent welly walk.  The youngsters headed through Dunollie woods on their trek but 

remembered to stop off at the play park on the way.

NATURE’S PARADISE

‘Art in Nature’
Autumn Workshops

12th – 19th October 2013
11.30am – 3.30pm

For details visit the events page on www.exploreargyll.co.uk
Tel: 07715 773660

A great 

day out for 

all ages!

Each location offers refreshments and the 
chance to explore Nature’s Paradise in all her Autumn Glory in the
nearby gardens and on local forest and woodland walks. And there

may even be a surprise visit from Bruce the Knapdale Beaver!

Be inspired by the glorious gardens, fabulous 
forests and wondrous woodlands of Argyll & 
the Isles… Join local artists to try your 

hand at different art techniques….
take your artwork home …. or work 

on a shared legacy piece.

Celebrate Autumn in the Year of Natural Scotland
in Nature’s Paradise, one of the few places in Scotland 
where you can see all of the Big5 wildlife species.

DATE  LOCATION
Saturday 12th :: Scotland’s Boat Show, at Kip Marina

At the Argyll & The Isles stand with RYAS
Sunday 13th :: The Visitor Centre at Mount Stuart, Bute
Tuesday 15th :: Loch Melfort Hotel and Arduaine Gardens
Wednesday 16th:: Benmore Botanic Garden by Dunoon
Friday 18th :: Corachie Clematis by Taynuilt
Saturday 19th :: The Tree Shop at Loch Fyne Oyster Bar

A TIREE musician who
founded one of the west
coast’s most popular
bands has been short-
listed for a major award
alongside a Kilchoan

Ian Smith, the ac-
cordionist and vocalist
with Trail West, has
been included on a list
of six vying for the BBC
Radio Scotland Young
Traditional Musician
Award.

Also shortlisted from
the west Highlands is
Neil Ewart, who studied
traditional music at
Plockton before moving
to Glasgow.

The pair were among
six to come through a
hotly contested semi-

week and will take part
in a series of workshops
in Glasgow ahead of

on February 2 during
this year’s Celtic Con-
nections festival.

broadcast live on BBC
Radio Scotland and will
air two days later on
BBC Alba.  

Ian has been a 
prizewinner before at the 

Royal National Mòd. 

Tiree musician 
shortlisted for 
Scottish traditional 
music award

HIGHLAND dancer Eilidh
MacInnes used Denmark’s suc-
cess at this year’s Eurovision
Song Contest to choreograph
a dance for an anniversary
concert in the country.

Eilidh was joined by fellow
Oban dancer Denise Gemmell
and nephew Ryan MacInnes,
from Glasgow, at the 10th an-
niversary concert of Denmark’s
Sonderburg Pipes and Drums.

The invitation was extended
by the band’s pipe major, David
Kelly, who is originally from
Balloch and performed all over
the world with Eilidh.

The Highland dance teacher
said: ‘When I heard how big this
concert was going to be I knew
I had to choreograph something
special and when I heard
Denmark’s winning Eurovision
song, Only Tear Drops, I knew I
could do something with it.

‘The audience instantly
recognised the song and our
whole performance went down
really well. What a reception
we got.’

The anniversary concert also
featured performances from an
opera singer, an Irish folk duo
and an AC/DC tribute band.

New book 
launched on Uist 
footballing hero

Sutherland Duo at Oban Music Society
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NINETEEN-year-
old Glasgow 
University student 
Robert Robertson 
will be looking 
to do Lochaber 
proud when he 
makes his debut 
in the Royal 
National Mòd’s 
premier event, 
the gold medal.
Robert, from 

Fort William, is 
already a well-
known face in 
the traditional 
music scene after 
joining the band 
Skipinnish this 
summer.
But he admits 

to being a bag 
of nerves as 
he prepares to 
compete against 
nine other top 
singers in next 
Wednesday’s 
heats with a 
view to winning 
through to the 

following day.
The English 

literature honours 
student has al-
ways harboured 
ambitions to test 
himself against 
the best.
Now he will get 

his chance after 
passing his An 
Comunn Gàid-
healach ‘gold 

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìogh
The Royal National Mòd 

Robert Robertson from Fort William was a big trophy winner last year at 

Pre-Mòd Ceilidh
ROYAL National Mòd competitors from around the Lorn 

pieces at the annual Pre-Mòd Ceilidh in Taynuilt.
Last Saturday’s ceilidh in the village hall provided a 

wealth of local talent, all preparing to participate at this 
year’s event in Paisley.
There were excellent storytelling and singing 

performances from young Ealasaid MacLean, Ellen 

MacKechnie and Alison MacVicar.
Two gold medal competitors, namely F Ann MacLean 

performances as did the two duet pairings of Gilliain 
MacDonald and May Brown and Helen Watt and Davy 
Paterson.
The audience enjoyed several impressive choral pieces 

from Taynuilt Gaelic Choir, Taynuilt Ladies Gaelic Choir 
and Coisir Ceann an Tuirc. 
Fear an Taighe for the evening was Davy Paterson.

Above: Choristers from across Argyll sang together 
to open the ceilidh. 15_t41premod09

Right: Young Oban girl Ellen 
MacKechnie told a story in 

Gaelic. 15_t41premod06

Robert goes for Mòd gold
card’ Gaelic 
conversation test 
in the summer.
Every gold 

medal competi-
tor must achieve 
the benchmark 
- without it they 
cannot compete 
in the premier 
event.
The talented 

singer and musi-
cian won the 
silver medal at 
Dunoon last 
year at a canter 
but knows 
performing at the 
highest grade is 
a totally different 
ball game.
Robert told The 

Oban Times: 
‘Every time 
somebody men-
tions the Mòd my 
stomach starts 
churning. So aye, 
I’m nervous - but 
I am also very 
excited to be in it.
‘I am up against 

a lot of native 
Gaelic speakers, 
which is very 
different from last 
year, when it was 
just learners.
‘Then all you 

had to do was 
not make a 
mistake, but 
with the gold 
medal everything 
centres around 

how you express 
yourself in Gaelic. 
There’s a lot 
more involved in 
getting a good 
mark in the gold 
medal.

was to make 
sure my spoken 
Gaelic was okay. 
I had to take a 
half hour test to 
prove that I am 

‘There was a 
lot of work to be 
done on my spo-
ken Gaelic - and 
that was even 
before I started 
on the songs. It 
is a massive step 
up.’
He added: ‘I 

don’t have any 
expectations 
because I know 
this is a whole 
different ball 
game from the 
silver medal.’
Robert’s mum 

Rosemary, who 
recently retired 
as a teacher 
at Fort William 
Primary School, 
said Robert had 
been speaking 
Gaelic as much 
as possible with 
friends as part of 
his preparation.
She told The 

Oban Times: ‘He 

has been working 
really hard on his 
Gaelic. He did 
Gaelic at uni last 
year and that has 
helped a bit. 
‘He is really 

looking forward 
to it and it would 
be wonderful if 
he won, but he is 
up against native 

Gaelic speakers 
so it won’t be 
easy.
‘He feels that 

taking part is the 
main thing and 
this is something 
he has always 
wanted to do.’
In the women’s 

gold medal, 
Rachel Walker 

from Gairlochy 
- who coached 
Robert last year 
- Steaphanaidh 
Chaimbeul and 
Ceitidh Smith 
from Kyle and F 
Ann MacLean 
from Lismore are 
among those 
hoping to land 
the top prize.
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Mòd 2013 
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...agus BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 103.5-105 FM
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Don’t miss next week’s 
Oban Times for full coverage
- reports and photographs - 

of the Royal National Mod in Paisley.
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ail Pàislig
Paisley

Dunoon: now he makes his debut in the gold medal at Paisley. t41robert01

Fèis Latharna
Traditional music tuition for children and 
young folk in Oban and Lorn.  Traditional music 
lessons are held each Saturday during term 
time between 10am - 1pm in the Glencruitten 
Road Church Centre, Oban.  

Please contact Ewen MacPherson 
(07733001283) or Joanie Garvin 

(01631 563987)

11th - 19th 
October 2013

PRIZEWINNERS’ concerts at 
this year’s Royal National 
Mòd in Paisley will receive 
a new look, as leading 
traditional musicians 
and singers will appear 
alongside winners.
Cruinn, featuring four of 

Scotland’s leading Gaelic 
singers will headline the 
Opening Ceremony at 
Paisley Town Hall tomorrow 
(Friday).
The talented quartet, 

James Graham, Fiona 
Mackenzie, Brian O 
hEadhra and Rachel 
Walker will be joined 
on stage by the Angus 
Nicolson Trio, Angus and 
Andrew Macpherson and 
Murdo Cameron, who 
have their roots in Skye.
The Monday night 

concert, will feature prize 

winners from children who 
are Gaelic learners, joined 
on stage by a band put 
together specially for the 
night. It will be fronted by 
Lochaber’s Gary Innes 
and Ewen Henderson. 
Tuesday’s winners will be 

supported by The Fèis Rois 
Ceilidh Trailers, North Uist 
singer Linda Macleod and 
The Scott Wood Trio.
The concerts have 

received support from 
Creative Scotland.
Later in the week rural 

choirs will have the 
opportunity to shine in 
a special concert being 
staged at The Wynd Centre 
on Thursday, October 17.
The Robert Nairn Band 

will open the event, at 
which fear and taighe will 
be Murdo Morrison.

Michelle 
McManus to 
compete at the 
Mòd in Paisley 
next week
TEN YEARS after claiming the title of 
Pop Idol, singer Michelle McManus 
will compete for the prize of the 
silver pendant at next week’s Royal 
National Mòd.
The silver pendant is the premier solo 

singing competition for adult learners 
and takes place on the Wednesday 
of the Mòd.
In order to prepare for her competitive 

debut at the Mod in Paisley Michelle 
has been busy learning Gaelic and 
has been required to pass her silver 
card Gaelic test. 
She has successfully achieved this 

target using a number of resources, 
including the LearnGaelic.net online 
resource for learners, as well as 
the Speaking our Language series, 
watching BBC ALBA, listening to BBC 
Radio nan Gàidheal and also through 
friends. 
LearnGaelic.net is an interactive 

website that provides a one-stop-
shop for anyone interested in learning 
Gaelic.
Viewers of BBC ALBA will be able to 

see how Michelle gets on at the Mod 
in a programme due to be broadcast 
later this year.

Right: Michelle McManus pictured with 
young competitor Catherine MacDonald, 

James Graham of An Comunn Gàidhealach 
and Ealasaid Macdonald, Paisley Mod 
Committee Convener. t41mcmanus1no

Prizewinners’ concerts

Ewen Henderson and Gary Innes will be performing on Monday night
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY FOR SALE
Burnbank, Burnside St. Campbeltown
This property will become available to 
purchase late 2013/early 2014. It has a central 
location within the town centre. The premises 
were formerly occupied by Krisp Printing 
and Stationery and has a workshop, front 
reception and yard.

The workshop extends to approximately 
108 square metres, with the front reception 
measuring approximately 12 square metres 
and yard approximately 80 square metres. Full 
particulars will be available in due course.

Initial enquiries to:- 
Alison Arden, Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.
Email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

WANTED
Office accommodation

Lochgilphead Town Centre
Temporary office accommodation required for 
approximately three months from 1st December 
2013 to 28th February 2014.

The ideal property would be situated, ground 
level, in or around town centre, Lochgilphead 
but would consider 1st floor accommodation. 
The property needs to be large enough to 
accommodate three members of staff and have 
easy public access.

Replies in the first instance to: Alison Arden, 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.

Email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

WANTED

WHY US? • Fees from just £495 or 0.95%
• Excellent local knowledge of market & area

Call 07872 986164

Offers Over 
£150,000

FOR SALE - a well presented 
and laid out semi-detached 

Connel, with Lounge, Kitchen/
Diner, Bathroom, 3 Bedrooms 
and Loft. Solar Panels included 
in sale.

Farming

SHELLFISH SPECIALPLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
•BRIGHTER pages full of 

essential information

•RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

•NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

West Coast
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

United Aucions 
Islay
AT ISLAY Auction Mart, 
United Auctions held their third 
sale of Lambs and Feeding 
Sheep, also sale of Breeding 
Sheep including Annual Islay 
Show and Sale of Rams. A total 
of 5,276 head was sold. Sale av-
erages were as follows with last 
year’s in brackets. 3,029 Lambs 
averaged £54.82 (3345, £49.89). 
68 Rams averaged £185.44 
(42, £243.70). 378 Gimmers 
averaged £98.44 (269, £94.67). 
443 Warranted Ewes averaged 
£49.71 (355, £45.81). 511 Ewe 
Lambs averaged £61.20 (501, 
£56.26). 709 Feeding Ewes and 
Wedders averaged £37.79 (71, 
£45.81). The Show of Rams and 
Ram Lambs was ably judged 
by Mr Angus MacFadyen, Bra-
gleenmore Farm, By Oban and 
his awards were as follows:

All breeds other than Black-
face: 1st: R MacDougall, Kirkby 
– Texel; 2nd: Mrs McMillan, 
Eorrabus – Suffolk; 3rd: T 
Rozga, Kilmenny – Texel.

Blackface: 1st: Elliot Bow-
man, 40 Texa Crescent; 2nd: 
D Currie, Ballachlaven; 3rd: G 

Champion Ram and Tarf 
Valley Trophy: R MacDou-
gall – Texel - £900 to Mr I 
MacPherson, Conisby. Reserve 
Champion: Elliot Bowman 
– Blackface - £650 to Mr A 
MacFadyen, Bragleenmore.

PRINCIPAL LOTS and 
PRICES

Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Fort William
DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold 2,378 store sheep of 
all classes at its Fort William 
sale on October 3, where an 
excellent entry forward met 
with the current trade.

Lambs sold to £62.50 gross 
for Charolais crosses from 2 
Arderry, Strontian.

Ewes sold to £40 gross three 
times for Crosses from Ardtor-
nish, Oban, a Texel cross from 
Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge and 
for a Cross from 9 Bunlossit, 
Roy Bridge.

Gimmers sold to £70 gross for 
Swaledales from Balmaglaster.

Feeding sheep sold to £53 
gross for a Cheviot ram from 
Annbank. Kilchoan.

Leading prices per head: Store 
lambs: TexX – Glenborrodale, 
Glen Gloy, £60, Glenborrodale, 
£53.50, 9 Bunlossit, £50; Chev 
– 2 Mandally, Invergarry, 
£60, Blarour, Blarmacfoldach, 
£50, Ardtornish, £46; LleynX 
– Ardtornish, £59.50, Craigard 
Cottage, Langal, £40; SuffX 
– 4 Glebehill, Kilchoan, £59, 
Balmaglaster, £53, 1 Kinsadel, 
Morar, £50; Mule – Carnoch, 
Ardgour, £58, Glendoe Estates, 
Borlum, £47; BeltX – Bal-
maglaster, £52; BF – Kilchoan, 
Acharacle, £49, Mucomir, Spean 
Bridge, £44, Ockle, Acharacle, 
£42; CharX – 9 Bunlossit, £50.

Ewes: BF – Insch, Spean 
Bridge, £38.50; Chev – Tor-
lundy, Fort William, £37.50; 
Cross – Bein Seilg, Kilchoan, 
£37; SuffX – Ardtornish, £35; 
Lleyn – Craigard Cottage, £27. 

Feeding sheep: BF ram – In-
sch, £50; Chev ram – Annbank, 
£45; Cross wdr – Monessie, Roy 
Bridge, £31. 

Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Portree
DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold 152 weaned calves 
and store cattle, 43 breeding 
cattle and 42 OTM cattle at 
its Portree sale on October 7, 
where all classes of calves sold 
well, with best breeders and 
OTM cows also meeting a keen 
demand.

Bullocks averaged 246.4p and 
sold to 297.1p per kg for a170kg 
Saler cross from Glendale 
Estate, Dunvegan, and £1200 
gross for a 640kg Shorthorn 
cross from 29/30 Borve, Skea-
bost Bridge.

Heifers averaged 233.0p and 
sold to 315.8p per kg for a 190kg 
Charolais cross from Totescore, 
Portree (N. MacInnes), and £810 
gross twice for a 400kg Sim-
mental from 2 Tote, Skeabost 
Bridge, and a 415kg Limousin 
cross from Raasay Home Farm, 
Raasay.

In-calf heifers sold to £1400 
gross for a Luing cross from 4 
Kingsburgh, Snizort.

In-calf cows sold to £1300 
gross for a Simmental cross 
from 4 Treaslane, Skeabost 
Bridge.

Cows with calves at foot sold 
to £1080 gross twice for a Short-
horn cross cow with male calf 

a Limousin cross cow with male 
calf from 5 North Duntulm, 
Portree.

OTM cattle sold to 145.7p per 
kg for a 690kg Belted Galloway 
cross cow from Kerrol Farm, 
Edinbane, and £1125 gross for 
a 880kg Charolais cross from 
Glenbrittle, Carbost. 

Other leading prices per head 
and per kg: Bullocks up to 
200kg – 3 Kilvaxter, Kilmuir, 
£540, 291.9p; 201-250kg – 4 
Bay, Waternish, £700, 7/8 South 
Duntulm, Portree, 290.5p; 
251-300kg – Strollamus, £750, 
288.5p; 301-350kg – Husabost, 

Caledonian 
Marts              
Oban
Oban - Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd, Oban Livestock 
Centre, on Tuesday October 1 
sold 1037 suckled calves, store, 
breeding and OTM cattle.

Bullocks (653) averaged 
273p per kg (up 69p per kg on 
the year) to 348p per kg for six 
210kg Simmentals from J and 
S Anderson, Kilbride, Balvicar 
and to £1040 for a 400kg Limou-
sin from I McDougall, Ardiona, 
Isle of Iona. Heifers (350) aver-
aged 251p per kg (up 84p per kg 
on the year) to 329p per kg for 
seven 175kg Simmentals from 
Kilbride and to £890 for a 385kg 
Limousin from Ardiona. Bulls 
(4) averaged 247p per kg (up 62p 
per kg on the year) to 313p per 
kg for a 150kg Simmental from 
R Craig, Kilbride, Kilmore and 
to £560 for a 275kg Limousin 
from H McPhail, Callachally, 
Isle of Mull.

Leading prices per head: 
Bullocks: Lim - 380kgs £1000 
Achnacreebeg; Lim - 390kgs 
£1000 Culbhuirg; Lim - 380kgs 
£990 Culbhuirg; Lim - 375kgs 
£980 Shenavallie; AA - 450kgs 
£980 Craignaich; Lim - 350kgs 
£960 Achnacreebeg; Lim 
- 330kgs - £960 Ardachy; Lim 
- 360kgs £950 Culbhuirg; Lim 
- 325kgs £940 Culbhuirg; Luing 
- 440kgs £920 Portramsay; Sim 
- 395kgs £900 Glencreran Est; 
AA - 395kgs £900 Craignaich; 
Lim - 370kgs £890 Upper Lar-
gie; Lim - 290kgs £880 Achna-
creebeg; Lim - 285kgs £880 
Achiaran; AA - 320kgs £880 
Poltalloch; Lim - 300kgs £850 
Creich; Sim - 320kgs - £810 Io-
chdar; Saler - 290kgs £780 East 
Hynish; Luing - 300kgs £780 
Poltalloch; Sim - 290kgs £775 
Strongorm; Saler - 270kgs £770 
No.3 Ballevullin; Lim - 245kgs 
£770 Ensay; Sim - 240kgs £755 
Ardencaple and Scammadale; 
AA - 250kgs £750 Poltalloch; 
Sim - 265kgs £745 Drimnin.

Leading prices per head: Heif-
ers: BB - 335kgs £860 Ardachy; 
BB - 330kgs £850 Ardachy; 
Shorthorn - 430kgs £840 
Strontollier; Lim - 335kgs £840 
Culbhuirg; Lim - 285kgs £810 
Achnacreebeg; Lim - 295kgs 
£800 Ardachy; Lim - 350kgs 
£790 Achavaich; Lim - 315kgs 
£790 Ensay; Lim - 345kgs £790 
Creich; Lim - 315kgs £790 
Ardachy; Lim - 290kgs £730 
Upper Largie; Sim - 315kgs 
£710 Airds; BB - 330kgs £710 

MORE help is required for hill farmers, 
according to Highlands and Islands MSP, 
Jamie McGrigor, who says money isn’t 

The Conservative MSP has called for the 
EU to increase funding for hill farmers in 
order to prevent depopulation in remote 
upland parts of the region.

Mr McGrigor made the comments during 
a meeting of the cross party group on rural 
policy in the Scottish Parliament. 

Presentations were given to the group by 
Mike Mackenzie, DG Agri, European Com-
mission, Billy McKenzie, SRDP programme 
manager for the Scottish Government, Ian 
Davidson, head of Agricultural Develop-
ment for the Scottish Government, and Syd 
House, Forestry Commission conservator 
for Perth and Argyll.

After the presentations, Mr McGrigor 
asked why, despite delivery of EU subsidies 
and rural development programmes, stock 
numbers in the Highlands and Islands were 
continuing to drop, both in cattle and sheep. 

He pointed out that sheep and cattle sales in 
places like Dalmally and Oban were greatly 

down in numbers and that hill farming in 
general was struggling to remain part of the 
Scottish agricultural scene. 

In terms of forestry and referring to his 
own locality, Mr McGrigor also pointed 
out previously there had been three forestry 
villages surrounding Loch Awe, housing 
between them 100 families connected with 
the Forestry Commission. Now there were 
virtually no forestry employees left in these 
houses.

He said: ‘As a Highlands and Islands MSP, 
I made the point that European money is 
coming down from the hills and not going 
up it and that regeneration of the hill farming 
sector is a crucial part of providing employ-
ment in rural areas.

‘Whilst local Scottish food and drink is 
an up and coming attraction and successful, 
and whilst tourism continues to be of great 
importance, the primary sectors of farming, 

employed people in the Highlands and must 
do so again if we are to stop the depopulation 
that we are seeing at the moment, especially 
in Argyll and Bute.’

Jamie McGrigor has called for more help for hill farmers to prevent a depopulation of 
the Highlands and Islands. 

East Hynish; Lim - 310kgs £700 
Achiarn; Sim - 340kgs £695 
Knockderry; Lim - 250kgs 
£690 Poltalloch; Lim - 280kgs 
£670 Achaleven; Sim - 290kgs 
£670 Iochdar; Lim - 250kgs 
£665 Strontollier; Lim - 235kgs 
£660 Pennygown; Lim - 220kgs 
£660 Poltalloch; 240kgs £640 
Strongorm and Kengharair; 
Lim - 260kgs £640 Claid; Sim 
240kgs £630 Dunach Estates.

Leading prices per kg: Bul-
locks: 327p Ardencaple and 
Scammadale; 323p Airds; 318p 
Kengharair and Ardencaple; 
317p Saulmore and Scam-
madale; 314p Ensay and Keng-
harair; 313p Poltalloch; 311p 
Kilbride; 309p Strongorm; 308p 
Dunach Est and Saulmore; 307p 
Poltalloch; 306p East Hynish 
and Rhulios; 305p Callachy and 
Kilbride; 303p Achnacreebeg; 
302p Saulmore; 300p Sithean, 
Kengharair and Rhulios; 298p 
Claid.

Leading prices per kg: Heifers: 
313p Strongorm; 300p Airds 
and Poltalloch; 298p Poltalloch 
and Strongorm; 295p Callachy; 
288p Kilbride (Anderson); 
284p Achnacreebeg; 281p Pen-
nygown; 278p Achiaran; 277p 
Rhulios; 276p Poltalloch; 275p 
Callachy; 272p Kengharair; 
271p Ardachy; 268p Kilbride 
(Craig) and Assapol; 266p 
Strontollier and Creich; 260p 
Achaleven:

John Kyle, a View from the 
Rostrum, Oban Livestock 
Centre. Record averages were 
recorded on Tuesday at Oban 
with a larger entry sold to the 
corresponding sale last year.

An excellent ringside of 
buyers forward from Cumbria, 
Yorkshire and throughout Scot-
land resulted in averages soar-
ing by 69p per kg for Bullocks 
and 84p per kg for Heifers. I do 
hope this will help stop the ever 
declining suckler herd, as these 
prices look more attractive to 
keep cows. 

Next sale In Oban, Tuesday 
October 22, as advertised. 

Caledonian 
Marts          
Stirling
CALEDONIAN Marts sold 
278 live cattle at their weekly 
Primestock Sale in Stirling 
on October 3, comprising 118 
bullocks and heifers, six young 
bulls, 16 OTM clean, 109 cast 
cows and bulls, and 29 calves 
and stirks. 

Heifers averaged 233.5p per kg 

Market reports
and sold to 287.5p per kg, 630kg 
Limousin or £1812 per head, 
Brockwoodlees Farm, Canonbie 
and bought by J Hastie, Butcher, 
Markinch.

Bullocks averaged 246.5p 
per kg and sold to 271p per kg 
(twice), both 550kg Limousins, 
Woodhead of Mailer, Perth 
and Knockhouse Farm, Dun-
fermline or to £1818 per head 
for 720kg Limousin, Craigton 
Farm, Clackmannan.

Butchers Cattle sold in excess 
of 260p per kg, Brockwoodlees.

Young Bulls sold to 226p per 
kg, Saler cross, Parbroath Farm, 
Cupar or to £1740 per head for 
890kg Simmental, Broombrae 
Farm, Auchtermuchty.

OTM Clean Cattle sold to 
216.5p per kg, young Simmental 
Cow, Balglass Farm or to £1446 
per head for young Charolais 
Cow, Ardoch Farm, Cardross.

Cast Cows, Bulls and OTM 
Cattle Clean Char Cow sold 
to £1095 from Woodhead of 
Mailer, Perth.

Frie Cow sold to £1015 from 
Meldrum Farm, Stirling.

Leading Prices:Cows:  Char 
- £1095 Woodhead of Mailer; 
Sim - £975 Westhills; Lim 
- £1035 Woodhead of Mailer; 
Frie - £1015 Meldrum; Blonde 
– £945 Easterton; BB - £1055 
Todhall, £1025 Nether Glinns; 
AA - £995 Lighthouse:

Bull: AA - £1115 Gryffewraes:
OTM Cattle: Char - £1145 Ar-
doch; Frie - £1045 Bonnyhill:

Calves and Stirks: BB 
- £195 Killarow; Lim - £126 
AirthreyKerse; Frie - £50 
Lathalmond& Whitelaw; Ayr 
- £48 Swaites:

TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
SUFFx: £71.50 – Coull : 

£71.00 – Portantruan : £67.50 
– Starchmill : £65.50 – Octofad, 
Smaladh and Kintra : £64.50 
– Octofad : £63.50 – Claggan 
: £62.50 – Coull, Octofad, 
Kintra, Craigfad and Duich : 
£61.50 – Octofad and Machrie 
Croft : £60.50 – Frederick Cresc 
: £60.00 – Portantruan.

TEXx: £73.50 – Lossit : £71.50 
– Mulindry : £69.50 and £65.50 
– Lossit : £64.50 – Leorin : 
£64.00 – Gartloist : £63.50 
– Tallant : £61.50 – Coull and 
Gartloist : £61.00 – Mulindry.

CHEVx: £59.50 – Duich : 
£57.50 – Ballivicar.

CROSS: £65.50 – Duich : 
£63.50 – Ballimartin : £60.50 
– Woodend : £57.50 – Tormis-
dale Croft : £56.50 – Leorin : 
£55.50 – Ballinaby.

MULE: £55.50 – Coull Farm 
and Ardnave Farm.

BF: £52.00 – Dunlossit, Cean-
acroic and Lossit

TOP PRICES PER KILO
LAMBS
SUFFx: 183p – Claggan 

: 182p,181p, 175p and 174p 
– Octofad : 174p – Blackrock.

TEXx: 176p – Blackrock : 
170p – Octofad.

CHEVx: 161p – Coull Farm.
CROSS: 168p – Ballinaby 

and Upper Craggabus : 166p 
– Woodend : 165p – Coille 
Farm. MULE: 164p – Coille 
Farm : 161p – Smaladh.

BF: 149p – Dunlossit, Cean-
nacroic : 148p – Lower Crag-
gabus : 143p – Frederick Cresc 
and Glenegadale Lotts. CAST 
EWES TEXx: £84.50 – Bayview 
: £82.50 – Blackrock : £73.50 
– Bayview : £68.50 – Blackrock 
: £63.50 – 7 Claddach : £62.50 
– Octofad. CHEVx: £53.50 
– Ballivicar CROSS: £57.50 
– Ardnave Farm : £56.50 – Coil-
labus. MULE: £56.50 – Octofad 
BELT: £56.50 – Bayview.

BF: £38.50 – Lorgbaw Croft 
and Corrary : £37.50 – Ardnave 
Farm. 

BREEDING SHEEP
EWE LAMBS
TEX: £90.00 –Kilmeny Farm
MULE: £115 – Ballachlaven 

: £95.00 and £92.00 – Kindro-
chaid : £90.00 – Corrary Farm.

BF: £58.00 – 9 Cnoc Na Faire.
GIMMERS
TEX: £230 and £210 – Kilmeny 

Farm. TEXx: £130 and £110 
– Claddach : £110 – Dunlossit, 
Knocklearach. CHEV: £75.00 
– Ballivicar Farm. MULE: £150 
– Eorrabus : £140 – Leorin Farm 
: £125 – Claddach.

BF: £100 – Carn. WAR-
RENTED EWES CHEVx: 
£68.50 – 108 Frederick Cresc 
. CROSS: £67.50 – Ardnave 
Farm . MULE: £63.50 – Starch-
mill: £52.50 – Smaladh: £50.00 
– School Street (R Paget).

BF: £70.00 and £60.00 – Lorg-
baw Croft: £60.00 and £58.00 
– Craigens: £56.00 – Kelsay.

RAMS TEX: £900 – Kirkby : 
£550 – Kilmeny : £500 – Kirkby 
: £500 – Blackrock.

SUFF: £550 and £450 – Eor-
rabus : £420 and £400 – Coille 
Farm. BLUEFACED LEICES-
TER: £400 – Coille Farm.

BELTEX CROSS SUFF: £480 
and £450 – Coille Farm.

BF: £650 – Texa Crescent: 

United Auctions 
Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 5,461 
prime sheep, including 3,109 
lambs and 2,352 ewes and rams 
at its Stirling sale on October 3. 

Lambs – Doune Farms(BtexX) 
£94; Harviesmailing(TexX) 
£99; Little Raith (SuffX) 
£80; Little Raith (CharX) £85; 
Doune Farms (Mules) £71; 
Millhouse (BF) £66. Lambs 
Doune Farms (BtexX) 209p; 
Harviesmailing (TexX) 202p; 
Duchlage (SuffX) 173p; Little 
Raith (CharX) 170p; Dyke 
(BF) 155p; Dalbrack (Mules) 
185p Ewes –Cockburn (SuffX) 
£78.50; Wedderline (TexX) 

Cowford (ChevX) £63.50; 
Dalbrack (X) £72.50; Cockburn 
(Mule) £63.50; Wedderline (BF) 
£49; Wedderline (Btex) £73.50; 

Rams –Tangy (BF) £42.50; 
Nairn Farms (Tex) £79.50; 
Duchlage (Suff) £84.50

Dunvegan, £810, 231.4p; 351-
400kg – 7 Earlish, £825, 223p; 
401-450kg – 29/30 Borve, £950, 
1 & 2 Borve, 217.1p; 451-500kg 
– 2 Tote, £1000, 208.3p; 501-
550kg – 29/30 Borve, £1010. 

Heifers up to 200kg 
– 2 Totescore, £600, 7 Ullinish, 
Struan, 296.4p; 201-250kg – 3, 
4 & 5 Borve, Portree, £640, 2  
Totescore, 278.6p; 251-300kg 
– 7 Ullinish, £680, 261.5p; 301-
350kg – 2 Earlish, Uig, £710, 
Strollamus, Broadford, 229.5p; 
351-400kg – 7 Earlish, £770, 
205.3p; 401-450kg – Raasay 
Home Farm, 195.2p. 

In-calf heifer: LuiX – 4 
Kingsburgh, £1350.

In-calf cow: LimX – Raasay 
Home Farm, £1220; ShoX 
– Brae Eynort, £920; SimX – 1 
Halistra, £900.

Cow with calf at foot: ShoX 
– 8 Digg, £1060; LimX – 27 
Stenscholl, £950.

Other leading prices per head: 
OTM cows: 18 Earlish, (AAX), 
£1085; 1 Drummuie, (LuiX) 
£1035; 3 Kilvaxter, (ShoX), 
£1005. OTM bullocks: Kerrol 
Farm, (BGX), £1005.

Other leading prices per kg:
OTM cows: 1 & 2 Conon, 

(SimX), 139.8p; Glenbrittle, 
(CharX), 127.8p; 2 Totescore, 
(LimX), 121.5p. OTM bullocks: 
Kerrol Farm, (Hgh), 124p.

Hill farmers 
need more 
help says MSP

Portakabin For Sale
Typical mid-1990s 
wood portakabin, 

ground floor office.
Sold as seen; to 

be collected from 
Forestry Commission 

site at Dalmally. 
Offers & viewing contact 

Zac Manning 
01546 605063

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimesP R O P E R T Y

P R O P E R T Y P R O P E R T Y



Thursday 10 October, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19MOTORS

MOTORING
CLASSIFIEDS
J

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

20%

60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Dbl Cab Pickup, Manual, Sports top, Black..............................................NO VAT £12,450
10 MITSUBISHI L200 RAGING BULL Double cab pickup, Auto, Canopy, Leather, Alloys, Met Grey 45k miles .......£13,450
10 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 3.0 DiD Commercial, Manual, Leather, Satnav, Full spec, Black, 60k miles ....................£12,950
10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Long Bed Pickup, Manual, Leather, Cruise Control.  Met silver, 50k miles..........£12,950
10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Dbl Cab Pickup, Long bed, Manual, Canopy, Epack, Black, 50k miles...............£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Truckman Canopy, CD, Towbar, Red, 40k miles ............. £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI l200 Trojan, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black ............................................................£5,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ..............NO VAT £6,450
61 NISSAN NAVARA ACENTA, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, Alloys, Met. Grey, 40k miles........................£12,950
10 NISSAN NAVARA ACENTA 190HP, DB Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Black....................................................... £9,750
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black....................................... £8,750
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles .................NO VAT  £5,750
11 FORD RANGER, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Manual, Truckman Canopy, 3 Ton Tow, Black.................................... £9,950
09 FORD RANGER, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, CD, One owner from Nat. Trust, Met Green, 30k miles ...........£9,450
11 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 TDCi, 15 Seater Minibus, 6 speed, Epack, White .......................................................£10,750
10 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Van, 115hp, 6 speed manual, SLD, Epack, White.......................................... £8,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Blue, 50k miles............................................................... £8,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Crew Van, 6seats, E Pack, CD, SLD, White ................................................................ £5,950 
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White ........................................................ £6,850
08 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Double Cab Pickup, 12ft Alloy Drop Side Body, White, 80k miles ............................. £8,750
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White......................................... £7,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White....................................NO VAT £5,750
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ................................................. £9,450
10 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, MWB, Crew Van, 6 speed, SLD, Epack, White................................................. £8,950
60 Vauxhall Astra Van 1.7 CDTi, 6 Speed, EPack, CD Player, White, 50K, Choice .................................................... £5,750
08 ISUZU NKR, 3 LITRE, SWB, FLAT BED, Twin Wheels, 3500 kg, 4.8M long, Epack, White, 50k miles. ................ £6,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White................................ £9,950
08 VW CRAFTER CR35 TDi, Single Cab Drop Side Pickup, Epack, 6 speed, Towbar, Green, 25k miles.................... £8,950
08 VW CRAFTER CR35 TDi Crew Cab Tipper, 6 speed, Epack, Towbar, Green, 49k miles........................................ £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER Combi Van 1.9 TDI, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White ................................................................... £7,950
05 IVECO 75E17 EUROCARGO 7.5 tonne hook loader multi-lift gear, 1 drop side body direct council, 60k miles ....£8,950
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice........................... £4,250
60 RENAULT TRAFIC 2700, SWB, Panel Van, 115hp, 6 speed , SLD, sat nav, White, 60k miles ..................NO VAT £7,750
60 RENAULT KANGOO ML19DCi, SWB, Van, Manual, SLD, Sat Nav, CD, White, NO VAT. ........................................ £5,250
54 JCB 528-70 Telehandler, Q. Fit Hitch, One Council Owner 4,000 hours..............................................................£14,950

TRIUMPH TIGER 955I 
2005

£3500 o.n.o.

Only 14,500 miles, Heated Grips, Crash Bars, Centre Stand,
Good Condition.

Tel: 07730 094865 / 01631 562755

RENAULT
MODUS

£1900 o.n.o.

1400 eng, petrol 05 reg, 65,000 mls, 
MOT March 2014, taxed May 2014.

Tel: 01631 730265

56 PLATE TRANSIT VAN WITH 
PROFESSIONAL JET WASH EQUIPMENT

£6500

With many extra’s. May consider selling separately.

Phone 07584260216 
for more details.

WANTED

R.A.D Import Export

Wanted all 4 x 4’s 
including commercial 
vans, pick-ups, diesel 

cars, Ivor Williams 
tipping trailers, motor 
homes and caravans, 
any age or condition, 

immediate payment on 
collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
07783 638067 

WANTED

Scrap cars 
wanted,

cash paid.

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or
07773661270.

WANTED

SCRAP CARS
WANTED

CASH PAID

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or 07557 109385

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 
vehicle,

Landrover, 
Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

WANTED

4x4’s, High lux, 
Landrover, 

all land cruisers, 
or any type of 4 
wheel drive, any 
year or condition. 
Will collect and 

pay cash.

Telephone: 
01339 802522

WANTED

All types of 
Diggers, Mini 

Diggers, JCB’s, 
3CXs, also MF and 
CASE, telehandler 

forklift,
any condition, 

any age.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk£3,600 o.n.o.

HONDA CR-V

‘04, 2.0 i-VTEC. Any inspection 
welcome. New front discs & 

pads, belt, Haynes manual incl. 
New car forces sale. 77k, MOT 

30/9/14, Tax 30/3/14

Telephone: 
01586 554994 / 

07818850226 (Day)

£3200 o.n.o.

02 plate, red with 
white back,

MOT July 2014
Tax end Dec 2013

Good condition, good 
runner.

Telephone: 
01546 603750 

or 07716 330250

CITROEN
CAMPER

C15D CHAMP

04 MITSUBISHI
SPACE STAR

£1500 o.n.o.

30,000 Miles, good condition, tax and mot till March 2014.
1 Owner.

Tel: 01770 600387 (Arran)

HONDA CRV

£3500 o.n.o.

2004, 2.0 Litre Petrol,
Auto, 45,000 miles,

Taxed & MOT March 2014

Tel: 01852 500556 or 07770 791779



Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

QUALIFIED REPORTER
We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension + 
life assurance + excellent benefits and great working conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

EDITOR
Fish Farmer Magazine & Websites

Competitive Salary + Subsidised Pension 
+ Private Health Care

Established for over 30 years the industry leading Fish 
Farmer Magazine is seeking an Editor with relevant industry 
experience.
Based in Edinburgh and Oban to ensure close liaison with 
our Edinburgh based sales team, the position will involve 
travel to constantly raise the profile of the magazine in this 
important fast developing industry. A company car will be 
made available. The candidate will also be responsible for 
the development of two websites fishupdate.com and fish-
farmer-magazine.com. 
Please supply a full CV with covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

PLANT 
OPERATOR 
with all relevant 
qualifications
Email: shaun@

sinclairplant.co.uk
Tel. (Tue/Wed) 
01631 710762

Bookkeeping & VAT
Fixed term – 12 months (35 hours per week)

We require an individual with a pleasant and professional 
manner to maintain client records and prepare VAT 
returns to cover maternity leave. Previous experience 
would be of advantage but full training will be available. 
Salary offered will depend on level of experience.

Please send CV and a covering letter to:
The Staff Partner at Albany Chambers, Albany Street, 
Oban PA34 4AL or by e mail to mail@simmers.co.uk

Simmers & Co Chartered Accountants
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A BHEIL AN ÀM RI TEACHD AIRSON NA GÀIDHLIG CUDROMACH 
DHUIBH? 

A’ sireadh bhuill airson Bòrd na Gàidhlig
Gheibhear pasgan iarrtais agus làn-fhiosrachadh mun dreuchd seo agus mu 
dhreuchdan poblach eile air làrach-lìn sònraichte nan dreuchdan poblach: www.
appointed-for-scotland.org 

‘S e 1 Samhain 2013 an ceann-latha airson tagraidhean a chlàradh

Fastaichte a rèir airidheachd; dealasach airson iomadachd agus co-ionannachd

IS THE FUTURE OF GAELIC IMPORTANT TO YOU?

Board Members are sought for Bòrd na Gàidhlig
An application pack and full details on this and other public appointments can be 
found at our public appointments website: www.appointed-for-scotland.org

Closing date for applications is 1 November 2013.

Appointed on merit; committed to diversity and equality.

A’ fàs Gàidhlig
A’ sireadh bhuill airson 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig

Care Assistants
We are currently recruiting for part time workers predominantly for evenings and weekends, to support 
our Care at Home service.  As a Crossroads Home Carer you will:

•   Provide practical help and encouragement to Service Users through personal and social care and domestic 
duties aimed to enable the Service User to achieve or retain as much independence as possible.

The ideal Crossroads Home Carer will hold the following skills and experiences:

•   A full UK Driving License and your own transport. Previous experience within a similar role is ideal but 
not essential as full training will be given. Good written and verbal communication skills, an ability to 
express yourself clearly and understand and interpret accurately.

•  Self motivated and able to work on their own with occasional supervision.
•  Flexibility in working hours and location of work.
•  We are looking for people who are dedicated to caring and show a person centered approach to their work.

Phone or e-mail for an application form 
Tel: 01397 701020  E-mail: Helen.Martin@Crossroads-Scotland.co.uk
We are an equal opportunities employer. Scottish Charity No. SC 013081.

Oban

Carr Gomm is a national charity providing quality care and 
support across Scotland since 1997.

SUPPORT WORKER – OBAN
Full-Time: £15,670 - £17,702 pa

We are recruiting for full-time Support Worker in our Oban Housing Support 
Service. Support Work covers the whole range of tasks to help people live 
in their own homes safely, to follow their interests, develop friendships and 
deal with health issues. Specifically, you will be required to undertake tasks 
relating to both housing support and homecare.

Please quote job reference number 366 when applying for this vacancy

SUPPORT ASSISTANTS – OBAN, MULL & LOCHGILPHEAD
Full-Time & Part-Time: £13,684 - £15,284 pa (pro rata)

Relief: 7.02 plus paid annual leave

We are recruiting for full-time & part–time Support Assistant vacancies 
based in our Oban Homecare Service, our Overnight Response team on 
the Isle of Mull and also our services in Lochgilphead.

Carr Gomm also has opportunities for Relief Support Assistants across 
Argyll & Bute based in the following areas: Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, 
Oban, Lochaber as well as the Isle of Mull and Isle of Islay. Our services 
include: overnight response, care at home (days) and housing support 
(including support of homeless people).  If you are flexible and looking to 
work on an ad-hoc basis, we would love to hear from you, regardless of how 
many hours you can spare.

As our services deliver throughout Argyll & Bute, car use is desirable, with 
mileage and travel time between visits paid.

Please quote job reference number 367 when applying for this 
vacancy

We offer competitive terms and conditions including: pension, 
enhanced annual leave and sickness, and training opportunities. We 
aim to provide services and recruit staff without discrimination.  For 
an application pack visit our website: www.carrgomm.org, e-mail: 
recruitment@carrgomm.org, Tel: 0131 659 4770, or contact Carr Gomm, 
SPACE, 11 Harewood Road, Edinburgh EH16 4NT. 

Closing Date: Noon, Monday 28th October 2013

LIVE  IN CARER REQUIRED
APPIN

Required for elderly 
gentleman. Previous 
experience essential. 2 bed 
cottage provided. Excellent 
rate of pay. Flexible hours, 
minimum of 20, some 
weekend and evening 
work may be required, plus 
occasional  sleep-overs. Must 
be able to work as part of a 
small team. Full driving licence  
necessary. References and full 
CV required For more details 
apply: Box 6726, The Oban 
Times, Mamore House, Fort 
William PH33 6BA

Community Support Assistant
Caledonia Court Sheltered Housing 
Complex, Ardrishaig

Salary - £3,291 to £3,643 per annum
7 hours per week (Sat & Sun)

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 25th October 2013

For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:

Tel 01546 605817 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

This post will be subject to an Enhanced 
Disclosure Scotland PVG check

Interviews for this post will be held in early 
November 2013

Skipper and Assistant 
Skipper (2 Posts)
Formal commercial boat qualifications required, 
Advanced Powerboat or above for the position of 
Skipper, is essential.   The successful applicants 
will have a flexible approach, the ability to manage 
a busy work boat schedule and a driving licence.

Site Assistants
We are seeking Assistants for our sites at Loch 
Craignish and Loch Melfort.  Previous experience 
in aquaculture would be an advantage.   A driving 
licence is preferred.

An attractive salary, including enhanced overtime, 
bonus and pension scheme are available to the 
successful applicants.

Applications in writing, to be received by 21st 
October 2013, to:

Violet McDougall, HR Manager, Meridian Salmon 
Farms (Argyll) Ltd, Tigh MhicLeoid, 3 Lochnell 
Street, Lochgilphead, PA31  8JL.

violet.mcdougall@meridiansalmon.com

Meridian
Salmon Farms 

(Argyll) Ltd

Experienced 
Harvester 
Operator 

for Tigercat 860 
working in North 

Argyll/South 
Lochaber areas, 
good rates for 
good operator.  

Telephone 
Duncan Gillies 
07747016900

Argyll College UHI Ltd provides access to a range of 
educational opportunities. We are now recruiting for 

the following part time post in Lochgilphead:

Engineering 
Part-time tutor required to teach Engineering to 

school pupils. Suitable applicants will possess the 

are required, although successful applicants will 

Tutors are expected to follow standard college 
administrative procedures and policies. Payment will 
be at the standard FE hourly teaching rate, which is 
£22.21 per hour plus an hourly payment in lieu of 
annual leave of £4.16, giving a total hourly rate of 

£26.37.
Successful candidates will be subject to an 

application to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting 
Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme.

Please send a CV (max 2 pages) and 1 page covering 
letter to 

Jen McFadyen, Argyll College UHI Ltd, Glenshellach 

 Closing date for applications Friday October 18th

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call 01371 851 868

Oban Times
West Highland

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
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28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

May 2014
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30

APRIL

S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30

JUNE

arran banner calendar 2014.indd   7

Scottish Field
Miniature

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

Scottish Field
Large

£10.95
inc. worldwide 

postage

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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scottish field miniature cale

08/05/

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy

May 2014
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

scottish field calendar 2014.ind6   6

For more information on the power of local newspapers
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper Society/Crowd DNA.
Base: All respondents. Sample: 4971

60%

92%
of people spend half or 
more of their income

within 10 miles 
of their homes.

of people take action
on advertising in 

local media.

For more information on the power of local newspapers 
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper Society/Crowd DNA.
Base: All respondents. Sample: 4971

60%

92%
of people spend half or 
more of their income 

within 10 miles 
of their homes.

of people take action
on advertising in 

local media.

Part time Evening 
Waitresses required for 
busy west coast hotel

Duties include bar work.
Experience preferred.

Contact 01546 606 017 or 
e-mail thegreygull@live.com



WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATION FOR AUTHORISATION
RIVER LOCHY, EAS DAIMH, ALLT A CHAORAINN AND 

EAS A GHAILL HYDRO SCHEMES, DALMALLY

An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) by 

Gilkes Energy Ltd for authorisation to carry on controlled activities at, near 
or in connection with the River Lochy, Eas Daimh, Allt a’ Chaorainn and 
Eas a’ Ghaill hydro schemes, namely:-

1. River Lochy Hydro Scheme CAR/L/1114584

Description of 
controlled activity

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works <3 metres in height.

Abstraction of 432,086 m³ 
per day of water

Return of abstracted water 
approximately 3.7 km away 

from abstraction point

Waters affected

River Lochy

River Lochy

River Lochy

National grid 
reference

NN 2300 2722

NN 2300 2722

NN 1970 2744

2. Eas Daimh Hydro Scheme CAR/L/1114583
Description of 

controlled activity

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.2 metres in height.

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.2 metres in height.

Abstraction of 26,611 m³ 
per day of water

Abstraction of 26,093 m³ 
per day of water

Return of abstracted water 
approximately 1.5 km away 

from abstraction point

Waters affected

Eas Daimh

Tributary of Eas Daimh

Eas Daimh

Tributary of Eas Daimh

Eas Daimh

National grid 
reference

NN 2535 2754

NN 2468 2716

NN 2535 2754

NN 2468 2716

NN 2400 2754

3. Allt a’ Chaorainn Hydro Scheme CAR/L/1114586
Description of 

controlled activity

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.6 metres in height.

Abstraction of 47,520 m³ 
per day of water

Return of abstracted water 
approximately 0.9 km away 

from abstraction point

Waters affected

Allt a’ Chaorainn

Allt a’ Chaorainn

Allt a’ Chaorainn

National grid 
reference

NN 2334 2491

NN 2334 2491

NN 2250 2516

4. Eas a’ Ghaill Hydro Scheme CAR/L/1114591

Description of 
controlled activity

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.7 metres in height.

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.3 metres in height.

Construction and/or 
operation of impounding 

works 1.1 metres in height.

Abstraction of 47,952 m³ 
per day of water

Abstraction of 10,109 m³ 
per day of water

Abstraction of 8,122 m³ per 
day of water

Return of abstracted water 
approximately 3.8 km away 

from abstraction point

Waters affected

Allt a’ Chaorainn

Allt Coire Lair

Allt Aindrea

Allt a’ Chaorainn

Allt Coire Lair

Allt Aindrea

River Lochy

National grid 
reference

NN 2250 2516

NN 2226 2474

NN 2180 2523

NN 2250 2516

NN 2226 2474

NN 2180 2523

NN 1965 2746

SEPA considers that the above controlled activities may have an impact 
on the water environment and on the interests of other users of the water 
environment.

A copy of the application and accompanying information may be inspected 
free of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9:30am and 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday (except local and national holidays) and by prior 
arrangement at SEPA’s Fort William Office, Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, 
Lochybridge, Fort William, PH33 6TL.  Alternatively, the application may 
be viewed on SEPA’s website at: www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/
advertised_applications.aspx 

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days 
beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following address, 
quoting reference number CAR/L/1114584, CARL/L/1114583, CARL/
L/1114586, CARL/L/1114591:

Registry Department, SEPA Dingwall office, Graesser House, Fodderty 
Way, Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this 
advertisement will be taken into consideration in determining whether or 
not to grant the application. 

Before determining the application, SEPA will:-
• assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the 

activity or activities;
• assess the indirect effects of that impact on any other aspects of the 

environment likely to be significantly affected;
• consider any likely adverse social and economic effects of that impact 

and of any indirect environmental effects that have been identified;
• consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefits of the 

activity;
• assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of 

other users of the water environment;
• assess what steps may be taken to ensure efficient and sustainable water 

use; and
• apply and have regard to relevant legislation.

SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

Musdale Wind Farm Ltd
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT)(SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2000
Further to the notice of an application for consent to construct and operate 
a wind farm at Musdale, approximately 7km south east of the village of 
Kilmore near Oban (Central Grid Reference E195550 N 722265) and for a 
direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997 that planning permission for the development be deemed to be 
granted. The installed capacity of the proposed generating station would 
be up to 64 MW comprising 16 turbines with a ground to blade tip height 
of up to 132 meters.

Notice is hereby given that additional information has been received by Scottish 
Ministers on this application. Copies of this information has been forwarded 
to Argyll and Bute Council to be made available for public inspection by being 
placed on the planning register. This information can also be viewed on the 
Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit website at:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/
Energy-Consents/Applications-Database/Wind/musdalewindfarm

Request for copies of this additional information from Scottish Ministers or any 
queries about this additional information should be directed in the following 
ways:

In writing to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 
5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU or emailing to  
energyconsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Any subsequent additional information received by Scottish Ministers before 
determination of the application, if considered to be materially relevant, will be 
similarly forwarded to Argyll and Bute Council to be placed on the planning 
register and made available for public inspection. However, no further public 
notice will be issued.

Any representations should be made in writing to The Scottish Government, 
Energy Consents Unit,

4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU or emailed to 
representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk identifying the proposal and specifying 
grounds for objection or support, not later than Friday 15 November.

Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block 
capitals) full return email and postal address of those making representation.  
Only representations sent by email to the

address stipulated will receive acknowledgement.

All previous representations received in relation to this development remain 
valid.

Fair Processing Notice

The Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit process 
applications under The Electricity Act 1989. During the consultation process 
letters of representation can be sent to Scottish Ministers in support of or 
objecting to these applications.

Should Scottish Ministers call a Public Local Inquiry (PLI), copies of these 
representations will be sent to the Directorate of Planning and Environmental 
Appeals for the Reporter to consider during the inquiry. These representations 
will be posted on their website with personal email address, signature and 
home telephone number redacted (blacked out).

Copies of representations will also be issued to the developer on request, 
again with email address, signature and home telephone number redacted.

You can choose to mark your representation as confidential, in which case it 
will only be considered by Scottish Ministers and will not be shared with the 
Planning Authority, the developer, the Reporter (should a PLI be called) or any 
other third party.

If you have any queries or concerns about how your personal data will 
be handled, please email the Energy Consents and Deployment Unit at: 
energyconsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or in writing to Energy Consents and 
Deployment, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding
public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/03648/FUL Mingary Castle
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Reinstatement to residential
property including change
of use from ruin to
residential

13/03518/PIP Land 700M SW of
Glenspean Lodge Hotel
Roy Bridge

Erection of house,
livestock/implement shed
& formation of access
(renewal of permission
10/01381/PIP)

13/03650/FUL Land South East of Otter
Lodge, Acharacle

Erection of house

13/03463/FUL Land 290M SE of Carnoch
Farm, Ardgour

Erection of a single Harbon
HWT Wind Turbine
(29.95m to blade tip)

BREEDON 
AGGREGATES

BLAST AT BANAVIE 
QUARRY , FRIDAY 11TH 
SEPTEMBER , BETWEEN 

10AM-2PM

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MOORINGS, OBAN BAY

Notice is hereby given that Coastal Connection LLP 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of 2 moorings at:

Location

West of Oban 
Times Slipway, 

Oban Bay

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56° 24.954’ N
56° 25.041’ N

Longitude
Co-ordinates

05° 28.556’ W
05° 28.678’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Shiol, Lerags, Oban PA34 4SF.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/J250
Coastal Connection LLP

FISH FARMER
GOES

For more information visit:
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/digital

Fish Farmer is the UK’s leading aquaculture magazine, this 
highly-regarded magazine has been serving the aquaculture 
industry for 30 years and enjoys a worldwide distribution.

SAVEOVER
35%

ONLY £44 PER YEAR
SUBSCRIBE

ONLINE

Subscribe to an online version of Fish Farmer 
magazine for one year and save over 35%

- USER FRIENDLY NAVIGATION -

* DON’T WAIT FOR YOUR ISSUE ANY LONGER! 
* GET ACCESS AS SOON AS IT IS PROVIDED!

16www.fishfarmer-magazine.com www.fishfarmer-magazine.com16

Hungary for success

CASTING AN EYE ON EASTERN EUROPE

Hungarian Aquaculture

T
otal annual aquaculture production in Hungary 
varies between 14,000 and 16,000 tons. As in 
most Central and Eastern European countries, 
pond culture is the most important subsector, 

with a yearly production of 12-14,000 tons, accounting
for 85-90 per cent of the volume. 

Changes in annual production mainly come from the 
fact that most pond farmers use traditional low intensity
(extensive or semi-intensive) technologies, characterised
by strong reliance on natural food production, thus yearly 
harvests are subject to weather conditions. 

be the oldest in Europe, dating back to Medieval times, 
and is considered a cultural heritage in certain regions 

earthen enclosures and cereals are applied as supplemen-
tary feed to natural food, contributing to 30-60% of the
biomass gain, depending on the level of farming intensity. 

TIBOR FELEDI, GERGO GYALOG, ANDRAS

RÓNYAI AND LASZLO VÁRADI 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES,

AQUACULTURE AND IRRIGATION (HAKI),

SZARVAS, HUNGARY

Combined
extensive

and intensive 
systems are 
increasingly

popular

Fish yields range from 500-1,000 kg ha-1 year-1 in 
extensive technologies to 1,000 – 2,000 kg ha-1 year-
1 in semi-intensive technologies. These plankton and 
cereal-based traditional technologies do not allow the 
production of valuable predatory species – 95-98% of 
the biomass gain originates from the growth of common 

polyculture. Although this way of farming can be regarded 
as a resource-saving, environmental-friendly production, 
numerous factors have challenged its economical sustain-

carps (demand shifting toward predators) and increasing

low-intensity technologies. 
However, two distinct pond culture development 

models show themselves adaptable to survive: (i) creating 
a multifunctional farming model and generating income 
from angling, bird watching and tourism; (ii) applying
intensive technologies that rely almost exclusively on for-
mulated feeds (in combination with of the use of smaller

Probably, as always, the best path to follow lies between 
the extremes: integration of certain elements of the 
two models creates a good opportunity for combined
extensive systems.

Intensive tank aquaculture accounts for a yearly produc-
tion of 2,000 tons in Hungary (10-15% of total aquac-
ulture). Flow-through systems using geothermal water

Clarias gariepinus X
Heterobranchus bidorsalis) farming, producing some 1,800 
tons yearly. The production of this species is a success

started in 1984 and nowadays Hungary is the second
n

farming in recirculation systems (RASs) is practised in 
5-6 farms, producing 50-80 tons of meat and 2-3 tons of 

Hungary, three farms produce some 30-60 tons of trout 
annually. Barramundi is produced in RAS and European 

Silurus glanis) is produced in cages in one farm.

R&D AND INNOVATION

Hungary is one of the most active participants in R&D 
projects of the EU’s 6th and 7th Framework Programs, 

mainly through the activity of the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation (HAKI). HAKI is an 
important participant in EU projects, with components

gies and the breeding of productive and disease-resistant
common carp varieties – such as Sustainaqua, Aquamax 
and Eurocarp. In Hungary, just like in other Eastern Euro-
pean countries, the great challenge is how to make con-

the increasing competition for freshwater resources and 
the changing market needs. 

As a result of these recent R&D projects, new systems 
and technologies are available for practical application. In 
combined intensive and extensive (CIE) systems high val-
ue species are produced intensively in a small production 
unit, while the excess nutrients of the intensive system

SUCCESS
Hungary for

Opposite page:
paddlefish have great 
potential. Clockwise
from top left: the 
recirculation system at 
HAKI; selecting carp 
broodstock; producing 
African catfish using 
geothermal water; a 
striped bass hybrid

28www.fishfarmer-magazine.com www.fishfarmer-magazine.com28

Stirling scientists tackle global sea lice problem

TACKLING SEA LICE AT THE INSTITUTE OF AQUACULTURE

Sea lice

Stirling research 

ROUND UP

Historically
hatchery-

reared wrasse 
have been less

effective

S
ea lice are naturally occurring obligate crusta-
cean ectoparasites of salmon that continue to be
one of the most costly a
issues for the salmon farming industry, with

Scotland alone spending over £30 million per year on 
mitigation. Despite the continued focus of the aquacul-
ture industry on the use of integrated pest management, 
alternative approaches are urgently required. 

The Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) is at the forefront of 
the battle against sea lice, with research projects on all 
main strategies, including the deployment of c
the development of a vaccine, studies on host/parasite
resistance designed to identify the parasite’s weak spots 
and the screening/development of novel products to re-
duce sea lice burdens. Professor Herve Migaud, Director
of Research at the IoA, commented: ‘These projects dem-
onstrate the leading  position occupied by the Institute in 
supporting the Scottish aquaculture sector and underline
our strong commitment to solving current problems in 
sustainable aquaculture in the UK and worldwide.’

WRASSE - A BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

The cohabitation of cultured native cleaner-wrasse
species with salmon stocks is widely considered as one
of the most environmentally friendly and sustainable solu-
tions to pest management. This sustainability is nonethe-
less only achievable if the wrasse are farmed rather than
wild-caught. The farming of wrasse is currently in its rela-
tive infancy, with limited knowledge of their reproductive 
physiology, spawning behaviour, larval development and 
general performance in captivity. Leading Scottish salmon
producers, Marine Harvest Scotland (MHS) and Scottish 
Sea Farms Ltd (SSF), and scientists from the Institute of 
Aquaculture (IoA) Reproduction & Genetics team have 
been recently awarded co-funding of £2.1m from the
Technology Strategy Board to support their collaborative 
wrasse initiative. John Webster, Technical Director of the 
SSPO, says:‘We are delighted that Scottish salmon farm-
ing has attracted TSB funding for a project designed to
further improve the industry’s sustainability. The prospect
of biological control of sea lice through the use of cleaner
wrasse is exciting and promising.’ The project started in 
January 2012 with the aim of developing the technolo-
gies to breed and grow commercially viable numbers of
wrasse in tanks and to deploy in the salmon industry. 

B e in aquaculture
ventures and in the use of wrasse as a biological control
against sea lice, the industrial partners are currently run-
ning a dedicated wrasse hatchery in University of Stirling
premises at Machrihanish (formerly Machrihanish Marine
Farm Ltd), presently holding over 1000 ballan wrasse
broodstock under different light and temperature re-
gimes. The project is supported by two dedicated IoA sci-
entists: Bridie Grant (PhD student) and Dr Eric Leclercq 
(Post-Doctoral Research scientist) under the supervision
of Professor Herve Migaud and Dr Andrew Davie.

Achievements in 2012 include: improved spawning quan-
tity
testing of custom-designed wrasse diets (in collaboration

iour and wild wrasse population dynamic and genetics. 
One of the most important

lice from salmon.
The delousing  is 

well documented across Scotland and Norway. However, 
this is not the case of their hatchery counterparts that
have been reared on dry pellets. A preliminary trial at 
Machrihanish Marine Environmental Research Laboratory 
(MERL) assessed the performance of cohabiting hatch-
ery-reared ballan wrasse (c30g in weight) in delousing
Atlantic salmon (c150g in weight). The experiment tested 
two wrasse/salmon ratios (6% or 12% wrasse by number) 
with 50 salmon (± 7.5 lice / salmon). 

The trial proved to be highly successful, with the total
sea lice burden being reduced by 86% and 98% (6% and 
12% treatments, respectively) following 40h of cohabita-
tion with both gravid female and adult/pre-adult stages 
preyed upon (Figure 1). 

VACCINE – A NEW WEAPON IN THE WAR

One alternative to the use of therapeutic medicines

viding long-term protection. Such a vaccine would

Figure 1

Opposite: Wrasse
broodstock at 
Machrihanish wrasse 
hatchery (P Featherstone)
Above: Male and female
sealice (W Roy)
Figure 1: Average sea-
lice count per salmon
(15 salmon assessed /
treatment / tank) at the
start of the experiment 
(0h) and following 40h 
of cohabitation with 6%
or 12% ballan wrasse
(30g, hatchery-origin) in 
600 L tanks at a water
temperature of 13.5°C
(Migaud H and Leclercq E)

SHELLFISH SPECIAL

PLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries

VOLUME 36           NUMBER 05         SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2013

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PDNorvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps

reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease

caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV). 

– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 

Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 

Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk
12/09/2013   12:47:46

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01820/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular access

Land West of Hilltop Melford 
Pier Kilmelford Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

13/01931/MFF Extension to existing oyster farm to incorporate 
additional 400 oyster trestles

Shellfish Farm Loch A’
Chummainn Dervaig Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

13/02188/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land South of Ardchonnel 
Schoolhouse East Lochaweside 
Dalmally Argyll and Bute 
PA33 1BW

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/02239/PP Erection of dwellinghouse - amended design 
to planning permission 08/00010/DET

Land East of Winterton Balvicar 
Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4TE 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02075/PP Erection of flag pole (retrospective). Foreshore Opposite 7 Shore 
Street Portnahaven Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA47 7SH

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(C47 GLENGORM ROAD, ISLE OF MULL) (WEIGHT RESTRICTION) (VARIATION) 
ORDER 201_
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an Order that will amend the existing weight restrictions on the C47 
Glengorm Road. The proposal is to increase the authorised weight limit from 18T to 33T between the Council Waste 
Disposal Site and the entrance to the access road at Ardmore Forest. This amendment is to accommodate the existing 
timber haulage route.
Full details of the proposal together with a Plan, and a Statement of Reasons for proposing to make this Traffic 
Regulation Order, are available for inspection during normal office hours inclusive at the offices of:
(i) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details of the grounds for objection in writing to the Head of 
Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT, by 1st November 2013.

Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oakhome improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

photography
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PERSONALS
blindsHappy 21st 

Birthday Lewis

Love Mum and Dad, 
Jamie, Daniel 

and Katy

ENGLISH TUITION
An experienced 
English teacher 

preparation and study 
skills, diagnostic 

Dyslexia reports and 
specialist support, 
proof-reading and 

editing.
Please call Sara on

01852 500708

mobility

skipper/yachtmaster courses

BUSINESS
BABYSITTERS

Owners of service based businesses 
such as coffee shops, catering, B&B.

If you are leaving the area for any length 
of time we can help keep things running 

in your absence.
Telephone 07554522903 or 

email ginakiwi2004@yahoo.de

business babysitters

Move in on 
your customers. 

Think local.

For more information on the power of local newspapers 
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper
Society/Crowd DNA. Base: All respondents.
Sample: 4971

60%
of people take action

on advertising in 
local media.

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

ANTIQUE MOUNTED 
Royal Stag Head, rea-
sonable condition for 
age.  Offers.  Telephone 
01546 606515 or 07979 
721480.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
RADIO, CD & CAS-
SETTE PLAYER Digital,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
565142.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
MAMAS & PAPAS 2 IN 
1 PRAM /Pushchair with 
rain cover, good condi-
tion,  £40 Telephone 
01631 710267.

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE suitable for 
age 5 - 8, Girl’s 16 inch 
purple Silver Fox bike 
with 6 gears,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01546 600097.
TOW BALL CYCLE CAR-
RIER Thule 2 bicycle tow 

cycles,  £45 Telephone 
01631 720425.

 BUILDING / DIY
ALUMINIUM LADDER 5 
step domestic aluminium 
ladder can be used in A 
position or extended 
used but in very good 
condition,  £30 Tel-
ephone 07818 828212.
HOTPOINT EXTRAC-
TOR HOOD new, ref 
HTN41. Retail £100+, 
sell for £40, Telephone 
07932 725790.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
FRONTERA BULL BAR 
Vauxhall Frontera front 
steel bull bar, in good 
condition from a 1995 3 

Near Tayinloan Argyll,  
£35 Telephone 07809 
143406.
SONY CDX65 10 DISC 

-
ings and cable came 
from SAAB in good or-
der,  £30 ono Telephone 
01631 710516.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

NEW CARAVAN WHEEL 
new static caravan wheel. 
White steel rim new, with 
new tyre and new bear-
ings. Never used, ready 

£15 Telephone 07809 
143406.

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

CATERING EQUIPMENT 
Restaurant closure end 
October.  All equipment 
for sale bar/restaurant/
kitchen.  Most of it only 
2 years old.  Please tel-
ephone 01852 200345 for 
further information except 
Tuesdays.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DELL COMPUTER 
MONITOR Dell 

screen computer moni-
tor. Brand new, never 
used, original box with 
cable. Collect from Ar-
drishaig,  £45 Telephone 
01546 602769.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

12L HALOGEN OVEN 
new still in box, low 
rack, high rack, tongs 
accessory set, extender 
ring, steamer, frying pan, 
skewers, cookbook.  
Oban,  £40 Telephone 
07887 541263.
FOOD STEAMER, £10 
Telephone 07849 630701.
FREEZER 6 drawers, 
vgc,  £30 Telephone 
07849 630701.
FRIDGE  4 - 5 ft high,  £30 
Telephone 07849 630701.
HOTPOINT FREEZER 
white, 600 wide, working, 
needs new draws, hence 
low cost, but will do as 
extra for out building,  
£35 Telephone 01866 
822341².

HOTPOINT FRIDGE 
600 wide, white, good 
working order, under 
the work top, can de-
liver local cost of petrol. 
Must unload yourself,  
£49.99 Telephone 01866 
822341².

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS 2 dogs, 8 
weeks old both parents 
good workers. Tel-
ephone 01972 510286 
evenings².
PATTERDALE PUPS 
four bitches and one dog 
smooth coated ready end 
of October.  Telephone 
01360 660609/ 07749 
931144/07767 254392.

 EQUESTRIAN
REGISTERED HIGH-
LAND MARE 9 years old 

-
ephone 01631 770364.

 FIREWOOD
SEASONED FIRE-
WOOD Ton bag of 
extremely well sea-
soned softwood logs. 
Delivered to your door,  
£40 Telephone 07920 
116297.

 FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE rectan-
gular, hard wood effect, 
1100 x 600ml,  £12 Tel-
ephone 07765 503085.
DOUBLE BED pine, 
Layezee - “New Kansas”
and mattress,  £49.99 
Telephone 07765 
503085.
GLASS TV TABLE 3 
shelves,  £20 Telephone 
07849 630701.
MATCHING SIDE TA-
BLES two large dark 
wood occasional tables,  
£30 Telephone 01855 
811056.
SOFA small 2-seater 
sofa, 57”wide, 39” deep. 
Soft mushroom colour, 
good condition. Buyer 
collect,  £40 Telephone 
01855 811929.
TABLE circular American 
cherry side table diam-
eter 60cm,  £40  Tel-
ephone 07729 132512².
TALL DISPLAY UNITS 
Ikea, still in packing, 

£10 Telephone 07765 
503085.

GARDEN
BBQ  with gas cylinder,  
£10 Telephone 07849 
630701.

GENERATORS
LINCOLN DIESEL 
WELDER Lincoln Rang-
er 305d 300amp mobile 
welding generator. Fully 
serviced and in perfect 
working order. Only 
900 hours on the clock,  
£5500 Telephone 01855 
831541.

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

FOOT SPA hardly used,  
£10 Telephone 07849 
630701.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC COAL EF-
FECT FIRE set in cream 
Victorian style surround, 
in very good condition, 
height 110cm, width 
120cm.  Free to collec-
tor.  Telephone 01586 
820657.
NOBO ELECTRIC 
HEATER Nobo electric 
wall heater 400 x 960mm. 
1.5 kw. Good condition,  
£20 Telephone 07709 
612579.
NOBO ELECTRIC 
HEATERS Nobo electric 
wall heaters 400 x 660 
mm, 1 kw. Good condi-
tion,  £20 Telephone 
07709612579.
SMEG FLUELESS GAS 
FIRE wall mounted 

design. Hardly used. 
LPG/natural options,  
£300 Telephone 01631 
564961.

STORAGE HEATER 
used storage heater with 
three spare elements 
dismantled ready to take 
away. 31”x 25”. Located 
in Taynuilt,  £40 Tel-
ephone 07950 253281.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

BANDSAW AND STAND 
KITY 413 11” Throat 
1 HP Motor Little use,  
£150 Telephone 01397 
772522/07900 447995 
(Corpach)².
CARD CRAFT ‘CRICUT’ 
MACHINE model CRV 
001 as new hardly used 
in original box, instruc-
tions, spare blade and 
4 cutting mats.  Cost 
new £200.  3 Cartridges 
available at a negotiable 
price.  Full demonstra-
tion available,  £49 Tel-
ephone 01631 571106.
FRUIT PRESS small 
PVC coated steel press, 
suitable for jam making 
and homebrew etc in 
good condition,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 563096.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.
PRESERVING PAN 
large preserving pan, 
suitable for making jams, 
chutney etc in good con-
dition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 563096.
WINEMAKING ACCES-
SORIES 25 & 5 litre glass 
fermenting containers 
with cradles in good con-
dition,  £25 Telephone 
01631 563096.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

TV portable Combi 
video TV,  £10 Telephone 
07849 630701.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BERBER CARPET 4 
small pieces of new mid 
beige with brown speck. 
Ideal for porch etc,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720369.
CAPTAIN’S STYLE 
CHAIR large dark wood 

chair,  £10 Telephone 
01855 811056.
LIGHT GREEN CAR-
PET good quality carpet 
9 x 8.5 feet, light green,  
excellent condition,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
710663.
MIRROR large ornate gilt 
mirror,  £20 Telephone 
01855 811056.
ROLLER BLIND beauti-
ful deep pink blackout 
recess size 65.7cm x 
115drop. New boxed with 

01631 720369.
STANDARD LAMP 
dark wood light shade,  
£20 Telephone 01855 
811056.

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

ROWENTA STEAM 
BRUSH Rowenta DA56 
electric garment care 
steam brush, unused 
gift,  £10 Telephone 
01631 710663.

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS Brown Black 
or pure breed feeders 
drinkers hen and duck 
sheds. Telephone 01470 
572213³.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso,
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 

Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MARINE UNDER £250
WOODEN OARS pair 
of 6 foot wooden oars, 
complete with galva-
nised rollicks. In good 
condition, ideal small 
boat,  £12 Telephone 
07809 143406.

 MISCELLANEOUS
BRASS LETTERBOX 
new boxed 10inchs x 

x 50mm,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.
SKIPNESS VIRTUAL 
GARAGE SALE www.
skipness-garage-sale.
co.uk.

 MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

HOME TELEPHONE 
Large Numbers keypad,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
565142.

 MOBILITY
HALF STEP Elderly Aid,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
565142.

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO Free to a good 
home. Buyer uplifts.  Tel-
ephone 01586 550356.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATION-
ERY Design and printing 
of letterheads, comp slips 
and cards, for a hassle 
free service contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
New Baby or Wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day. Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
SCOOTER girl’s sturdy 
Barbie scooter,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01546 600097.

WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636.
SHIPPING/ISO CON-
TAINER in Argyll Area. 
Telephone 07867 
506803².

PhotographicOrders
Any photograph printed with a code in the caption 

can be ordered from any of our offices
Only those photogrpahs shown with codes are the property of Wyvex Media and therefore eligible for this offer.

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

MEMORIALS

MACINNES - Neil and 
Donna are delighted to 

announce the arrival of their 
beautiful daughter Eilidh 
Marie on Friday October 
4, 2013, at the Princess 

Royal Maternity Hospital, 
Glasgow. A wee sister for 
Isla and Finlay. A lovely 
grandaughter for Fiona 

Bain, Glasgow and John and 
Annabel Macinnes, Iona.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 13 October 2013

Trinity 20
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion .....................08.00
Sung Eucharist ..........................10.15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, Cladich
Holy Eucharist ..........................11.00

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........................11.00
St Columba, Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........................08.00
Evensong ..................................20.15
Holy Eucharist ..................................
 ...................... Wed 16 October 14.30

CHURCH NOTICES

Margaret Jane MacKenzie, Acharacle and Kevin 
Macdonald, Fort William were married at the Church of 
Scotland, Acharacle on the May 11, 2013. Margaret Jane 

is the daughter of Meg MacKenzie, Acharacle and the 
late Gus MacKenzie, Fort William, Kevin is the son of 

Alasdair and Marion Macdonald Fort William.
Photo by Changing Light - Andy Lock

WEDDING

BIRTHS
BRYARS – Darin and Cheryl 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of Luca Alexander, brother 
to Arran and Nicole.  Grateful 
thanks to Oban and Paisley 
Hospitals and the Ambulance 
Crew.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
BENNETT - ROBB - On 
October 11, 1963 at Torosay 
Parish Church by the late Rev 
J.D. Brown, Duncan (Dochie) 
to Agnes.
CAMPBELL - Iain and Isobel, 
October 10, 1963 at The Parish 
Church, Oban, by Rev William 
MacDonald.
CAMPBELL  -  On October 
12, 1963, at St Johns Church, 
Dunoon,, by the late Rev. T.C. 
Robertson, George to Marie 
(née Fletcher).

SILVER WEDDINGS
CAMPBELL – On October 
8, 1988 at Kilmore & Oban 
Church of Scotland by Rev John 
MacLeod, Iain to Morven.

DEATHS
JACK - Peacefully at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital Oban, on  
October 5, 2013 in her 65th 
year, Pamela Jack. Dearly 
loved and missed by family and 
friends.
KILLEEN - On Saturday 
October 5, 2013 at the Prince 
and Princess of Wales Hospice, 
Linsay, beloved youngest 
daughter of Margie and the 
late Frank Killeen, and dearly 
loved sister of Ailie and 
D-d, and doting aunt to David, 
Susan, Cameron, Courtnay 
and Finlay. Funeral service at 
Clydebank Crematorium on 
Saturday October 12, 2013 at 

Donations, if desired, will be 
divided between the Beatson 
and Prince and Princess of 
Wales Hospice. Please wear 
something bright.
MACARTHUR - On October 
2, 2013, peacefully at home, 
Gwyneth V MacArthur, née 
Edwards, in her 88th year, 
beloved wife of the late Jack 
MacArthur, much loved mother 
of Vi, Kenneth, Roly and 
Douglas and a dearly loved 
gran and great-gran.  Funeral 
service was held at Cumlodden 
Parish Church, on October 7, 
interment thereafter at Kileven 
Cemetery.
McCLUSKEY -  John (Ian). 
Passed away peacefully on 
Monday, October 8, 2013 at 
Moss Park Care Home. Loving 
father of Nicola and Amanda 
and papa to Elizabeth, Kirsty, 
Stewart and Callum. Funeral 
to be held at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Monday, 
October 14, at 3.00pm. Family 

desired, to be shared between 
Lochaber Community Nursing 
Fund and Macmillan Cancer 
Care.
MOFFAT - Peacefully on 
Saturday morning October 5, 
2013, at Raigmore Hospital, 
Una Moffat (née Campbell), 40 
Crown Drive, Inverness, aged 79 
years. Proprietor Lorne House; 
born Scourie, also many years 
resident in Oban and Thurso. 
Loving, beloved and devoted 
wife to Jim, cherished and 
much loved mum to Campbell, 
Niall and Kirsteen, precious 
‘Omi’ to Alexander, Eilidh and 
Mhairi-Anne, dear mother-in-
law to David and loved sister 
of Ivor. Sorely missed by many. 
Funeral service on Monday, 
October 14 at 1.30pm in Ness 
Bank Church, thereafter to 
Inverness Crematorium. All 
welcome. Arrangements by 
William T. Fraser and Son, 
Funeral Directors, Culduthel 
Road, Inverness.
SMITH -  Allan (George 
Forsyth Allan). On October 8, 
2013 at St Margaret of Scotland 
Hospice, Allan Smith, dearest 
partner of Pauline, brother of 
Grant and Judith. Funeral at 
9.30am on Saturday, October 12, 
2013 at Maryhill Crematorium 
to which all friends are invited. 
Please wear a splash of colour. 

collection in aid of brain tumour 
research.
WATT - Dorothy (née 
MacInnes).
Peacefully at the Western 

Dorothy, beloved wife of Peter, 
much loved mother of Mairead, 
Alison and Peter. A devoted 
granny and great-granny. 
Funeral service at Knightswood 
United Free Church, Great 
Western Road, Glasgow on 
Friday October 11, at 12.15pm. 
Thereafter to Clydebank 
Crematorium, North Dalnottar 
arriving 1.30pm to which all 
friends are respectfully invited. 

YOUNG - Peacefully on 

Ballachulish, in her 94th 
year, Margaret Mary (née 
MacKinnon), beloved wife of 
the late Donnie, dear mum to 
Donald and Marlene, mother-
in-law to Kenneth and Jane and 
much loved nana to Donnie and 
Mhairi. Sadly missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BARNHAM - Val Barnham’s 
family sincerely thank 
everyone for the kindness and 
support received both during 
Val’s illness and following her 
recent death.  Thanks to the 
Macmillan nurses, especially 
Hilary, Connel Surgery, Care 
Plus and Hamish Hoey & Son. 
Over £1000 was raised for local 
Macmillan nurses - Thanks to 
many generous donations.
CARMICHAEL - The family 
of the late Dorothy Carmichael 
wish to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
all their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, letters 
and telephone calls received 
following their sad loss. 
Grateful thanks to Rev Alistair 
MacLachlan for his heartfelt 
and comforting service. Sincere 
thanks to all at Easdale Medical 
Practice for their outstanding 
kindness. A special thank 
you to Fiona Cruickshank 
for her care and compassion 
throughout.  Finally thank you 
to all who attended the service 
at Kilmelford Parish Church 
and at Cardross Crematorium.  
FEGAN - Thomas. 
9 September 1931 - 26 
September 2013.
Betty and family wish to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
along with the generous charity 
donations after the sad loss of 
their very much loved husband, 
father and grandfather Tommy. 
A special thanks to all the staff 
at the Lorne & Islands District 
Hospital, Dr Jespersen, Oban 
district nurses, Macmillan 
cancer support, Marie Curie 
cancer care, D&A Munn and Fr 
James MacNeil.
MACTAGGART - Maureen, 
Dougie and their families would 
like to thank everyone for their 
kindness, support, cards, phone 
calls and visits following the sad 
loss of their Dad and Seanair, 
Duncan. Our sincere thanks 
also to Dr Eric Jesperson of 
the Lorne Medical Centre and 
all the staff at the Lorne and 
Isles District General Hospital 
especially those working on 
Ward B for supporting and 
caring for Duncan through 
his illness. Rev Beaton for the 

on Duncan’s life, while 
delivering such a wonderful 
service and burial. Catriona 
and staff at Hoey Funeral 
Directors for their supportive, 

Maureen at the Flower Basket 

Royal Hotel for their excellent 
catering and refreshments.
Finally we would like to thank 
all who attended the service 
and interment. The retiral 
collection raised over £448 for 
the Scottish Association for 
Mental Health.

MEMORIAMS
CRAIG – 20th Anniversary.
In loving memory of a much 
loved husband, father, father-
in-law and grampa, John (Jack) 
Craig, who died October 10, 
1993.
As time goes by without you
And days turn into years
They hold a million memories
And so many silent tears
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Irene xx
CRAIG – Not a day goes by 
without a thought and tear
And the constant wish that you 
were near.
- Carole, Neil, Allan, Graham 
and Alison xx
MACKINNON – Joan. 
Creagan, Hough, Isle of Tiree, 
died September 30, 1997. 
- In loving memory from 
Neil, Kaide, May, Monica and 
grandsons James, Calum and 
Charlie.
MCGIBBON – In loving 
memory of our parents, 
grandparents and great-
grandparents.

Angus died October 19, 1993.
In God’s hands but forever with 
us in our hearts.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.
OWENS - In loving memory 
of the late Moira, October 8, 
1995 and Tommy October 1, 
2006, much treasured parents 
and grandparents.
Those We Love Don’t Go 
Away
They Walk Beside Us Every 
Day
Unseen, Unheard, But Always 
Near
Still Loved, Still Missed and 
Very Dear.
- Always in our hearts Lorraine, 
Walker, Louise and families.
SIMPSON - In loving memory 
of a dear wife and mother, Isa, 
who died October 10, 1994.

I miss you now
And always will.
- Ever loving son Archie.
STEWART – In loving memory 
of our parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents.
Marjorie died September 11, 
1996.

Ernie died November 14 1999.
In Gods hands but forever with 
us in our hearts.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.
WALKER – In loving memory 
of our dear mother Marybell 
who died on October 4, 1990. 
Forever in our thoughts. 
Inserted by Donald and Morag, 
Airport Cottage, Islay.
WOODROW – Treasured 
memories of our David, died 
October 16, 1990 aged 21 years 
result of an accident.
We close our eyes and see you 
there
Laughing and joking without a 
care.
So full of life and fun, a friend 
to almost everyone.
To us you will stay forever 
young.
Missed and loved forever.
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.

NLV POLE Star will be back 
home in Oban later this month 
after being dry docked for only 
the sixth time in 13 years of 
service.

The Northern Lighthouse 
Board vessel will return to its 
berth at the lighthouse pier in 

Oban on October 21 after having 
its outer hull grit blasted back 
to bare steel before being fully 
re-painted.

The vessel entered dry-dock 
on September 17, spending two 
weeks there, before passing its 
annual surveys and resuming 

service carrying out surveys on 
the east coast.

Built in 2000, the Pole Star 
travels around Scotland servic-
ing the Northern Lighthouse 
Board’s buoys and carrying out 
contractual work such as hydro-
graphic surveys.

The vessel will now head 
to Plockton to remove two 
temporary navigation buoys, 
which had been deployed during 
works to replace the old marker 
structures at Sgeir Golach and 
Bogha Dubh Sgeir with new lit 
beacons.

NLV Pole Star. 

NLV Pole Star comes home 
to Oban after dry dock work 

A GROUP of elderly residents 
are celebrating after convincing 
Argyll and Bute Council to up-
grade a set of steps in the village 
of Portnahaven.

The ladies of the Portnahaven 
Scottish Women’s Rural Insti-
tute (SWRI) on Islay were so 
frustrated at a year-long delay 
to the railing repair that they 
offered to pay for it themselves 
earlier this year.

And after hearing of the ladies’ 
pledge via The Oban Times, the 
council began replacing the 
damaged handrail - adjacent 
to the village bus shelter - and 
recently completed the project.

The railing, which leads from 
the top of the village downhill to 

was partially removed after it 
fell into disrepair. 

Speaking after the completion 
of the project, which includes 
a new pavement, handrail and 
concrete steps, the ladies said 
they were now taking more 

village. 
The SWRI ladies thanked 

Jim Stewart of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s roads department for 
‘acquiescing to their persist-
ence’.

Right: Members of the 
Portnahaven SWRI pictured on 

the new steps.

Island SWRI ladies thank council 
after making the case for new steps

HAVING only opened in May this year, staff at the Backpackers 
Plus in Oban’s Dunollie Halls has been awarded four-star hostel 

The VisitScotland quality assurance team recently carried out a 
secret inspection of the new premises.

Hostel proprietor Peter Twyman said: ‘It’s been a lot of work and 
worry doing the conversion. All the staff have put their hearts and 
souls into it and I’m very pleased to see their hard work rewarded.’

The principal contractors on the conversion were Creagard Build-
ers and the new hostel was opened by Councillor Roddy McCuish 
in mid-May.

A feature of the new building is a beautiful and spacious ‘Sky-

from people who want to hire it for gigs and meetings during the 
winter months. 

New Backpackers wins four-star award
THE OBAN Concern for Palestine Group has sent a petition to 
Westminster calling on the British Government to cease licensing 
the export of military equipment to Israel.

In less than an hour, the group collected nearly 100 signatures 
as part of the World Council of Churches’ recent World Week For 
Peace in Palestine and Israel. The petition was organised by Oban 
group convenors Graeme Pagan and Jan Sutch Pickard. 

Mr Pagan said: ‘Most people accepted that the actions of the Brit-

‘We in Britain have an historical responsibility for the mess that 
the Middle East is still in. We must do all we can to bring peace to 
that troubled area of the world. Supplying arms to one side of the 
dispute is not the way to achieve that.’

The petition has now been sent to Alistair Burt MP, the Parliamen-
tary Under Secretary responsible for the Middle East.

Palestine petition goes to Westminster
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Follow us on 
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com/obantimes

POOL

Golf News

Tarbert

FOOTBALL

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£550

Dalmally

Glencruitten

Tobermory

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

Inverclyde 0
Oban Saints 1

SAINTS travelled to Battery 
Park, Greenock, to take on 
Inverclyde in a premier division 
league match and at the end of 
the 90 minutes the Oban side 
took all three points, by the nar-
rowest of margins.

The visitors were without 
Dene Cassells for this game due 
to work commitments, so Scott 
Johnston took over the full back 
role.

The Oban side started the game 
well and soon had ’Clyde on the 

of the game falling to Donnie 
Campbell but he blasted his shot 
over the bar.

Lewis Cameron and Allan 
MacKay were combining well 
up front for Saints and the home 
defence had to be on their toes.

The visitors took the lead 
in the 15th minute when they 
were awarded a corner. Lewis 

from the left for Allan MacKay 
who outjumped the Inverclyde 
defence to head the ball past 
netminder Martin Cassidy.

Saints were looking good at this 
stage, but credit to Inverclyde 
they kept plugging away. While 
not causing the visiting defence 
too many problems, Daniel Cas-
sells had to be alert to tip a good 
effort over the bar.

The Oban side almost in-
creased their lead in the 24th 
minute but a great cross from 
Lewis Cameron was just too far 
in front of Craig MacEwan who 
couldn’t reach the ball despite a 
desperate lunge.

Just before the half time whis-
tle Donnie Campbell created 
a shooting chance for himself 
when he cut inside his marker, 
but again his shot sailed over the 
bar.

The second half started with 
the visitors pushing forward with 
Paul Kerr and Allan MacKay 
both having good chances to 
increase Saints’ lead but these 
were missed.

The Oban team needed a 
second goal to ease the tension 
but the longer the game went on 
Inverlcyde knew they were still 
in with a chance and Saints have 
keeper Daniel Cassells to thank 
for a great save with his legs.

The home side were pushing 

more men forward in an attampt 
to get an equaliser, which meant 
they were leaving spaces at the 
back.

In the 69th minute Donnie 
Campbell played a great ball 
through the middle for Lewis 
Cameron who looked to be 
clean through on goals, but was 
stopped in his tracks be referee 
Gordon Hay, who blew for off-
side. This must have been a very 
close decision indeed as the 
Saints frontman looked onside 
when the ball was played.

Inverclyde were pushing for-
ward but the Saints defence were 

o’ the bank side came close with 
a well taken free kick.

With the clock running down 
Saints were quite content to keep 
possession and play out time and 
in the end ran out 1-0 winners 
in the usual hard-fought but 
sporting game between the two 
teams, which was well handled 
by the referee.

The Oban side gave all their 
substitutes a good run out in the 
second half.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
happy to pick up the three points 
but a bit disappointed in some 

Allan MacKay scored the only goal of the game in the fixture 
against Inverclyde.

aspects of his team’s perform-
ance. 

He said: ‘We started really 
well, playing some great one-
touch passing football, but after 
we got the goal we stopped doing 
that for some reason.

‘I thought we were the better 
team for most of the game but 
we needed a second goal. 

‘However, that didn’t come 
which meant Inverclyde were 
still in the game right up until 
the referee blew for full time 
and they did come close on a 
couple of occasions, but thank-
fully we defended well as a team 
and picked up three vital away 
points.’

This Saturday Saints were due 
to play Dalmilling in the West of 
Scotland Cup, but the Ayrshire 
team have scratched from the 
competition giving Saints a bye 
into the third round. Instead, 
the Oban team will face Alba 
Thistle in a league match at Glen 
cruitten, kicking off at 2pm.

This will be a chance for Saints 
to gain a bit of revenge as Alba 
defeated them on penalties in the 

Saints pick up the 
points in close game 
against Inverclyde

DERBY matches, a new sponsor 
and the largest number of teams 
the Oban Pool League has had 
will increase the excitement 
ahead of the new season, which 
starts today (Thursday).  

The league has welcomed a 
new sponsor, The Creagan Inn, 
Appin, which will also be enter-
ing a team in the competition. 

The other new team this season 
is The Outreach, bringing the 
total number of teams to 12. The 
Outreach will be predominantly 
made up of players will either 

as the league strives to cater for 
everyone who wants to play the 
game.

Former champions Markie 
Dan’s ‘A’ open up against their 

their chances of getting off to a 
solid start. The second derby is 
between the Connel boys, with 
The Lochnell hosting The 
Gluepot in what promises to be 
a close encounter.

Ten pin bowling up and running
THE LOCHABER Building Supplies team ten 
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre have 
started up again.

After one week of play, the scratch division sees 
-

leycats, Rock and Bowl, and Bandits. 
In the handicap division Rock and Bowl are the 

by Alleycats and Bandits on three.
The top individual scratch game this week came 

from Pam Weller of Alleycats with 178. Sean 

Runners in the first ever Glencoe Marathon set off from the Red Squirrel Campsite near Glencoe 
village at 9am on Sunday morning. A field of around 140 took on the gruelling route over the Devil’s 

Staircase, down to Kinlochleven and along the West Highland Way to the finish in Fort William.
The race coincided with the Mamores Half Marathon from Kinlochleven to Fort William and a

 10k run on forest trails round Cow Hill above the Lochaber capital. 20_f41marathon01

Scottish Amateur Cup
1st round
Dalziel 4

Oban Athletic 1
OBAN Athletic struggled away 
from home against their more 
experienced Scottish Amateur 
Cup opponents last Saturday.

Athletic were caught with two 

15 minutes, which caught the 
defence and goalkeeper napping 
and gave the home side an easy 
two-goal advantage.

working hard and the central duo 
of Stephen Fox and Sean Ford, 
who were both outstanding, 
were trying to create chances.

a foothold in the match the de-
fence was caught out by another 
long diagonal ball out wide and 
from the resultant cross Dalziel 
scored their third.

The second half started in the 
same sloppy fashion, with a long 

The Lancaster ‘A’ will be 
mourning the loss of one of their 
team members, Richard ‘Tricky’ 
McNeill, who passed away dur-
ing the off-season. They begin 
their title challenge with a match 
against The Lochavullin.

A youthful Kelvin side enter-
tain The Claredon. The visitors 
will be looking for a positive 
result following on from a 
bitterly disappointing previous 
campaign, although their Shoot-
Out Shield success did provide 
hope.

Defending champions The 
Cellar have a tricky opener at 
home to The Lancaster ‘B’. 

The Cellar won’t be taking this 
one lightly as they attempt to 
retain the title.

be contested between the two 
new teams, The Outreach and 
The Creagan Inn, as they are 
both eased into the competitive 
action.

Following the recent annual 
meeting, Oban Pool League will 

Scottish Eightball Pool Fed-

Both publicans and captains 
unanimously agreed access to 
the national side for all catego-

league beyond recognition.
With 11 players recently 

representing Scotland in various 
categories at the home interna-
tionals, the stock of Oban Pool 
League has never been higher.

OBAN will host the 2014 
Scottish Pool Open in March 
next year, following a success-
ful application by Oban Pool 
League.

The biggest pool event in the 
country, it will be hosted by 
The Royal Hotel and welcome 
players from across Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland.

THE annual Ladies Invitation 
Day attracted a record entry 
of 84 ladies from 18 different 
clubs, with several of the 
Cardross ladies travelling by 
train from Helensburgh.

The train passengers were met 
at Dalmally Station ahead of 
the competition on September 
14 and afterwards said they 
planned to repeat the journey by 
train next year.

The whole day ran very 
smoothly, the sun shone, 
the course was in excellent 
condition all the Dalmally 
ladies rallied round to provide 
the usual excellent catering and 
manned the kitchen all day. 

Some of the men helped with 
starting, ball spotting and 
serving behind the bar.

All the prizes were 
donated and special thanks goes 
to Crieff Golf Club, The Manor 
House, Oban, Rosslea Hall 
Hotel, Rhu and Alan Stewart, 
Taynuilt and all the visitors for 
their generosity.

The money raised from the 
day goes partly to club funds, 
ABCD and the RNLI.

Winners: 1 Lynn Owen, Hol-
landbush, 2 Mary Philips, Seil, 
3 Fiona McGlynn, Taynuilt, 4 
Virginia Nillan, Spean Bridge, 5 
Margaret Nicolson, Dumbarton. 

Nearest the Pin: Silver: 
Mary Philips, Bronze: Karen 
Haggerty, Dumbarton. 

Best Outward 9: Silver: 
Olive MacKay, Douglas Park, 
Bronze: Angela MacLaughlain, 
Glencruitten; Best Inward 9 
Silver: Flora MacDougall, 
Comrie, Bronze: Louise 
MacLeod, Glencruitten. 

Mystery Holes: Silver: Isobel 
Campbell, Cardross, Bronze: 
Marjory Gifford, Comrie.

Birdies: Olive MacKay; Moira 
Withycombe, Hilton Park; 
Alison Livingstone, Dalmally; 
Mary Phillips; Morag Allan, 
Buchanan Castle; Carole Hill, 
Hilton Park; Heather Clement, 
Dalmally; Lynne MacDonald, 
Cardross.

THERE was a good turnout 
on Saturday for the Weekly 
Stableford.

-
Cuish with 40 points (12), John 
Gibb was second with 39 points 
(9), and Andrew MacMillan was 
third with 36 points (7) along 
with Finlay O’Rourke (12).

LADIES: Inter-Club Scramble 
with Glencruitten GC and 
Dragon’s Tooth GC played 
Saturday 5 October

Winners: Helen Pearson. 
Maureen Devine (Glencruitten) 
and Marleen McInnes (Taynuilt)

MENS Section: The second 
round of the Old Mull Shield 
against Glencruitten resulted in 
a resounding win for Tober-
mory.
After Glencruitten beating 

half games to six it needed only 
two halves or one win for the 
trophy to go to Oban, however 
it was not to be with Tobermory 
winning all six games on home 
soil.

Dalziel dump Athletic 
out of Scottish Cup

TEN PIN BOWLING

FIFTEEN pairs played on 
September 28 for Oban Bowling 
Club’s Duncan Campbell Trophy, 
which was donated to the club by 
the Campbell family.

Through the round robin 
section emerged the three sec-
tion winners who were Helen 
MacLean and Donna Forbes, 
who played Lyn Laverty and 
Maureen Goldie in one semi-

between Donald MacLean and 
Jimmy MacGregor and Neil and 
Anne MacDougall, who quali-

Donna and Helen and Neil and 

Neil and Anne MacDougall won the Duncan Campbell Trophy. 

George Main Trophy winners were Joan Campbell, Sheila Weir, Donnie Douglas, skip
and Margaret MacLean.

Oban
Bowling
Club news

which was a closely contested 
game with Neil and Anne Mac-
Dougall emerging as victors.

Winners of Oban Bowling 
Club’s George Main Trophy 

were Sheila Weir, Joan Camp-
bell, Margaret MacLean and 
skip Donnie Douglas.

The tournament was played on 
September 17.

ball played through, and goal-
keeper Ben Pollock was caught 
in no-man’s land as the Dalziel 
striker rounded him before cut-
ting back to make it 4-0.

Athletic can never be accused 
of giving up and they scored the 
goal of the game with a 15-pass 
move being volleyed home by 
sub Kris Gillies. 

It was too little, too late and 
manager Calum Fox was critical 
of some slack play from his side.

‘For two weeks in a row it is 
our own mistakes costing goals,’ 
he said. ‘Maybe changes need to 
be made.

‘Second half was better and 

and a real example to the rest of 
the team on how to be composed 
on the ball.’

Athletic play Port Glasgow 
away from home in the West of 
Scotland Cup this weekend.

FOOTBALL

Macpherson, Rock and Bowl, had a 173 and also 
had the top handicap game of 213. 

The top two game series came from Alleycats’ 
Tony Whitelocke with 330 scratch, 386 handicap.

Alleycats swept the board in the team scores with 
the highest scratch game 621, highest handicap 
game 777, highest two game scratch series 1,210 
and highest two game handicap series 1,522.

Pool players pick up their cues 
for the start of the new season

THE DODIES Cup was played 
on a wet and windy Glenralloch 
Course recently as golfers 
battled it out under a deluge of 
showers.

A handicap competition 
over 18 holes, Dodies Cup 
was won by Bruce MacNab 
who also lifted the RNLI 
title at Dunaverty Golf Course 
recently.

Second net in the Dodies Cup 
went to next year’s club captain 
Iain MacAthur, whilst Steve 
Bleasby took third.

In the gross section Keith 

MacFalane second and Peter 
Cupples third.

The event also saw playing 
partners Iain MacAthur and 
Keith Blair gaining magic twos, 
both birding at the 17th.

Results: John Wilshire and 
Peter MacCrone won 1 up 
against John MacKinnon jnr 
and Graeme Kynock; John Weir 
and Richard Inglis won 4 and 
3; Graham Davidson and Mike 
Campbell won 3 and 2 against 
David Fraser and Peter Dunn; 
Lewis Wilshire and William 
MacCrone won 6 and 4 against 
Michael Kelly and Sandy Gow; 
Gordon Chalmers and John S 
MacPahail won 5 and 4  against 
Finlay O’Rourke and Keith 
MacCallum; Ewan MacCrone 
and Donald Brown snr won 2 
and 1 against John MacKinnon 
and Malcolm Cullen.

 October 9 hole Medal - 1 
Donald Brown snr 36-04-32; 2 
Alasdair MacLeod 43-10-33; 3 
Iain Wilshire 42-08-34.

Brown 68-08-60; 2 Oscar 
Grieve 93-31-62; 3 William 
MacCrone 76-05-71

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

F MacDougall, Bunessan, Isle of Mull

F Black, Creran Gardens, Oban
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Fixtures

SHINTY

Results

The Orion Group Premiership
  P      W       D       L        F       A     Pts
Newtonmore 17     15       1        1       67      18      31
Lovat  17      9        7        1       37      16      25
Inveraray  18      7        5        6       32      31      19
Lochaber  18      6        5        7       28      34      17
Kingussie  17      8        0        9       31      34      16
Glenurquhart 18      6        4        8       25      29      16  
Kyles Athletic 15      6        3        6       28      24      15
Kinlochshiel 18      5        5      10       33      46      15
Fort William 18      3        6        9       18      38      12
Oban Camanachd 18      3        2      13       19      48        8

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                   P      W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kilmallie  15     14       0        1       72      13      28
Beauly  15     12       1        2       43      15      2
Caberfeidh 15      7        1        7       36      32     15
Skye  15      6        2        7       28      26     14
Strathglass 15      1        3       11      17      49       5
Inverness  15      1        1       13      14      75       3

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P      W       D       L       F       A        Pts      
Glasgow MA 16     13       2        1      71       7         28
Bute  16     11       2        3      68      22        24
Glenorchy  16      9        3        4      39      20        21
Lochside Rovers 16     10       1        5      38      28        21
Aberdour  16      6        1        9      33      49        13  
Taynuilt  16      5        2        9      31      48        12
Oban Celtic 16      5        1      10      26      53        11
Kilmory  16      2        3      11      21      53         7
Strachur  16      2        3      11      21      68         7

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P      W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 17     14       1        2      62       19      29
Lovat  18     10       7        1      47       29      27
Skye  18     11       3        4      39       34      23
Beauly  17      8        4        5      41       28      20
Glenurquhart 18      8        3        7      29       28      19
Kingussie  18      5        5        8      42       40      15
Glengarry  18      5        1      12      29       42      11
Fort William 18      5        1      12      31       60      11
Aberdeen Uni 18      3        4      11      25       44       8
Kinlochshiel 18      3        5      10      25       52       7

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W      D        L       F        A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 15     13       1        1       61        8      27
Ballachulish 14     12       1        2       75      17      25
Col Glen  14      8        1        5       47      32      17
Inveraray  14      7        2        5       37      30      15
Bute  14      4        1        9       23      44       8
Tayforth  14      4        1        9       16      52       5
Glasgow MA 14      3        0       11      22      67       5
Aberdour  14      2        1       11      16      48       4

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                   P      W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Lochaber  18     15       0        3       92      28      30
Lochcarron 18     14       1        3       81      26      29
Boleskine  18     13       1        4       67      30      27
Kilmallie  18     10       3        5       56      49      22
Caberfeidh 18      6        2       10      34      48      14
Lochbroom 18      6        0       12      38      67      11
Strathspey 18      5        1       12      39      70      11
Strathglass 18      6        2       10      34      66      11
Lewis  18      3        4       11      37      62      10
Inverness  18      4        2       12      30      62      10

League Tables 

KINGUSSIE High School suc-
cessfully defended their Great
Glen Schools Shinty Sixes
title by beating Plockton High

recently.
Nine schools from across the

Highlands took part at at Blair-
beg Park in Drumnadrochit,
including Portree High and
Ardnamurchan High.

Lochaber High School and
Dingwall came through the
group stages with Kingussie and
Plockton to book their places in

Lochaber lost on penalties to
Plockton after a 3-3, draw and
Kings beat Dingwall 1-0.

Despite being on the losing side

Whear was named player of the
tournament.

A third place play-off saw
Dingwall beat Lochaber 1-0.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Saturday 5 October
Orion Group Premiership
Kyles Athletic v Kingussie
Field unplayable

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Play-off game
Kyles Ath 3 - 1  Ballachulish

Saturday 12 October
Orion Group Premiership
Lovat v Kyles Athletic
Innes Wood - 2.30pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Beauly v Newtonmore
Neil Ferguson - 2.30pm

Mod Cup
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute
Lachie Wood - 1pm
at Thornly park Campus,
Paisley

THE Camanachd Association
have announced the 2013 senior
national shinty squad which will

Hurling International Series
against their Irish counterparts
at Croke Park, Dublin and at
Bught Park, Inverness.

In speaking of the squad, head
coach Drew McNeil said: ‘I am

squad; there is a good mix of
youth and experience.

make during the selection proc-
ess as there were a high number
of talented, committed players
available to choose from.  

we have chosen players who
can overturn our recent results
and help us lift the International

Kyles Athletic win 
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
KYLES Athletic clinched the
Marine Harvest South Division
Two title last weekend following
a play off with Ballachulish.

The pair topped the league
on equal points after they

therefore a play off took place to
decide the winner.

At the excellent Strachur
facilities, an exciting match

they defeated Ballachulish 3-1.
Camanachd Association

director, Donald Stewart,
presented the medals and trophy
to the Tighnabruaich side.

THE ANNUAL general meeting
of the Camanachd Association
will take place on Friday, No-
vember 29 at 7.30pm in the
Moorings Hotel, Banavie, Fort
William.

Voting members were invited
to submit proposed amendments
to the Memorandum, the Articles
of Association, the Rules of Play
or any further proposals for con-
sideration at the AGM.  These
proposals had to be received
by the Camanachd Association
in writing by 5pm on Friday,
October 4 and presented in a
form that can be put forward to
the meeting and on which a vote
can be taken.

Following the above, at least
six weeks prior to the date of
the annual meeting, notice shall

FOLLOWING an excellent
victory over their Irish coun-
terparts in County Clare in

Association are delighted to

Scotland Squad who will be
keen to repeat the victory when

in the form of County Dublin
at Bught Park, Inverness, on
November 2.

Followingaseriesofopentrain-
ing sessions attended by players
from all over the country, 2013
coach Stuart Reid has selected
the following squad: Elizabeth
McGregor, Badenoch; Rachel

Senior squad announced for games 
against Ireland

squad announcement, Drew
McNeil also announced New-

captain.  Norman, who has been
captain since 2011, enjoyed a
very successful 2013 season with
Newtonmore, winning the Orion
Group Premiership and Scottish
Hydro Camanachd Cup.

Squad
The full squad is as follows:

Conor Cormack, Beauly; John
Barr, Glenurquhart; Stuart
MacKintosh, Glenurquhart;
Liam MacDonald, Kilmallie;
Finlay MacRae, Kinlochshiel;  
John MacRae, Kinlochshiel;
Keith MacRae, Kinlochshiel;
James Hutchison, Kingussie; Lee
Bain, Kingussie; Donald Irvine,
Kyles Athletic; Shaun Nicolson,

Lochaber; Kevin Bartlett, Lovat;
Callum Cruden, Lovat; Stuart
MacDonald, Lovat; Norman
Campbell, Newtonmore (cap-
tain); Steven MacDonald, New-
tonmore; Fraser MacKintosh,
Newtonmore; Glen Mackintosh,
Newtonmore;  Daniel Cameron,
Oban Camanachd.

the Irish takes place at 4.15pm
on Saturday, October 26 at Croke
Park, Dublin.

All three squads (Seniors,
U21s and Women) then gather
in Inverness the following Sat-
urday for the Marine Harvest

is set to throw-in at 2pm.

‘I had some difficult decisions
to make’ - Drew McNeil

The annual women’s North v South game was played at Mossfield Stadium, Oban, last Sunday with the North winning an entertaining 
game 2-1. Our picture shows the North’s Katie Gallagher celebrating scoring the winning goal.  Both the senior and under-18 games 

were sponsored by the Macaulay Association.    Photo Kevin McGlynn

Before the senior game the North Under 18s took on their South counterparts and it was the South girls who came out on top with an 
impressvie 5-1 victory. Photo Kevin McGlynn The North senior team picture after their narrow 2-1 win against the South last Sunday.

The North senior team captain 
Sarah Caird pictured with 
the North v South Trophy. 

16_t41shinty03 

Women’s international squad 
gear up to take on the Irish

McCafferty, GMA; Laura Mc-
Cafferty, GMA; Kirsty Delaney,
Lochaber; Jeanette McGregor,
Badenoch; Vicki Henderson,
Aberdour; Alana McGarrie,
GMA; Kirsten Munro, GMA;
Kirsty Deans, Badenoch; Kirsty
Gray, GMA; Katie Booth, Ab-
erdour; Katy Smith, Aberdour;
Rhona MacIntyre, Badenoch;
Lorna MacRae, Skye; Kathleen
Cameron, Lochaber; Jenna Bea-
ton, Skye; Katie Drain,  GMA;
Laura Gallacher, Glengarry;
Lisa Norman, GMA.

Pleased
On announcing his selection,

Reid said: ‘I was extremely

pleased with the quality and
ability of the players who tried
out for the Scotland squad this
year.

‘Throughout the trial process
and from watching league and
cup matches it has become clear

-
proved tremendously in a very
short space of time, and it was
an incredibly hard job to narrow
it down to a squad of 19.

that the players picked will be
able to repeat the success of
last year by winning the match,
and we are very much looking

be given to voting members of
any proposals received plus an
invitation for voting members
to submit any relevant counter-
proposals or amendments to the
amendments.

These counter proposals or
amendments to the amendments
should be received by the Cama-
nachd Association in writing by
5pm on Friday, November 1 and
presented in a form that can be
put forward to the meeting and
on which a vote can be taken.

The Camanachd Association
has also invited nominations for
the position of board director.  
There are three board director
vacancies available. For further
information and a nomination
form contact the Camanachd
Association.

Kingussie win 
Great Glen Sixes Association looking for

three board directorsTHREE young Lochaber shinty
stars received a £300 bursary
boost for their recent trip to Ire-
land to take part in the under 17s

MacDonald, Barry MacDonald
and Jack Dignan were awarded
the funds from Scottish Fuels
towards their kit and travel costs
after they were nominated for
the grant by Fort William man
Harry MacDonald.

Campaign
Scottish Fuels general manager

Grant Fraser said: ‘We launched
the campaign to help sporting
individuals and teams who

normal means.

like to wish the three players and
their club all the very best with

Lochaber 
players get 
fuelled up
for Irish trip

THE sixth Iomain Cholmcille will be held in Inverin, County Gal-
way on Saturday 12 October.

Iomain Cholmcille is the major sporting event for Gaelic speakers
and has been run since 2007. Originally, Micheal Breathnach GAA
represented Ireland against an Alba side of Gaelic speakers from
across Scotland. In 2012, at Iomain Cholmcille a Còig in Portree,
Skye, two other teams featured, Na Sgitheanaich from Skye and Fir
Uladh, from the 9 counties of Ulster.

Compromise rules
These international games are played under the compromise rules

as laid down by the Gaelic Athletic Association and the Camanachd
Association but with special rules that all players must have Irish
or Scots Gaelic and that they must use this on the park. The series

held in the Highlands of Scotland between the Breathnaich and Fir
Uladh in 2012 as wellas the great ceilidhs in the vening which bring

This project has aalways aimed to increase and strengthen linguis-
tic and cultural ties through the sport of the Gael. It has been very

to young men to use their Gaelic in an informal, sporting situation.
The series is supported by Colmcille, the body set up to increase

and strengthen links between the Gaelic speaking areas of the two
nations.

Iomain Cholmcille in Galway

LOVAT take on Kyles at

a campaign which coach Allan
MacRae can look back on with
pride.

He told the Oban Times: ‘I
have been happy with our per-
formance over the season.

‘We have steadily improved
-

ing second in the league as well
as picking up the MacTavish
Cup.

‘That has been a real boost for

the club and will spur us on for

MacRae knows lack of match
action could be an issue.

-

KYLES ATHLETIC’S 
congestion at the end of this
season was not helped by their
match last weekend against
Kingussie being postponed

because of an unplayable pitch
in Tighnabruaich.

It means the Argyll men have
three league games still to play,
starting with Lovat away this
weekend.

The Kiltarlity men ended up
the main challengers to New-

this season. Kyles, who many
thought would be Orion Group
Premiership contenders this
year, may feel they have some-
thing to prove.

Kyles travel to Kiltarlity



Sport

YOUTH FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL
SATURDAY’S results: Premier 
Division - Inverclyde 0, Oban 
Saints 1; Premier Division One 
- Hillington 1, Campbeltown 
Pupils 1; Rutherglen 2, Dunoon 
1; Premier Division Two 
- Dunoon Athletic 2, Goldenhill 
2; Division 1A Ferguslie Star 
5, Tarbert 0; Scottish Amateur 
Cup, 1st round - Lochgilphead 
Red Star 1, Paisley 1.

Premier Division - Oban 
Saints v Alba Thistle; Premier 
Division One - Dunoon v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division Two - Lochgilphead 
Red Star v Clydebank; West 
of Scotland Cup, 1st round 
- Dunoon Athletic v v Cun-
ningham; 2nd round - Tarbert b 
Tynecastle.     

THIS weekend’s results: Under 
13s 5, Campbeltown Pupils 
Youth 0. Scoring for Saints were 
Roan Martin, Cameron Laird 
(2), Cameron Hill and Jamie 
Anderson.
Riverclyde 4, Under 14s 6. On 

target for the Oban side were 
Lewis MacPhee (2), Daniel 
MacCuish (2), Andy Ritchie and 
Ruaridh Horne.
Antonine 6, Under 15s 1. 

Scoring for Saints was Ross 
MacMillan.
Under 17s 3, Kilpatrick 0. 

Saints goalscorers were Rhys 
Cook, Jamie Easton and Stewart 
Twort.
The youth teams now take a 

two week break due to school 
half term holidays.

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fixtures

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 10ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, October 10, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  02.47   1.1 08.41 3.6 15.18       1.2        20.57     3.3
Fri  03.44 1.3 09.39 3.3 16.24       1.4        21.59     3.0     
Sat  04.57 1.5 11.04 3.2 17.41       1.6        23.47     2.8
Sun  06.19 1.5 13.21 3.2 19.05       1.6         **.**       *.*
Mon  02.05 2.9 07.43 1.4 14.31 3.4         20.27     1.2
Tues       03.11       3.2 08.54 1.2 15.22 3.7 21.28      1.2
Wed  03.53   3.4 09.49 1.0 16.04 3.9 22.15       1.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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Islay man takes 
charge of Clyde 
Football AcademyOverseas friends help Oban Lorne 

continue their
good start to
the season

RUGBYRBS West Division 2 
Oban Lorne 38

Waysiders Drumpellier 15
OBAN Lorne continued their 
strong start to life in West 
Division 2 with an impressive 
38-15 win over Coatbridge side 
Waysiders - partly thanks to 
their friends from overseas.

With the absence of regular 
half-back pairing Graham 
MacEachan and Ruairidh 
Aitken, local rivals Isle of Mull 
RFC helped out by providing 
dual registration of their club 
captain Andrew MacLellan and 
stand-off Finlay Carmichael for 
the day. 

And it was a Carmichael 

points on the board, as the men 
in green made a strong start to 
the game.

The Oban scrum was also 
dominating, which meant the 
visitors failed to escape from 
their own half and just 10 min-

utes into the game a Waysiders 

line was shoved backwards to 
give Oban’s Crawford Brown a 
simple try over the line.

give Oban 10 points.
Impressive

Waysiders seemed to waken 
from their long journey and 
came more into the game after 

tackling in the Oban defence, 
two more Carmichael penalties 
and a sin-binning of a Waysiders 
player for continuous offside 
offences gave the home side a 
dominant position at half time. 
Waysiders were able to post a 
penalty score before the half-
time whistle came.

Oban knew that the game 
would be as good as over if they 
scored again at the start of the 

what they did. 
An impressive driving maul 

that soaked up 20 metres of the 
Waysiders half gave Oban pos-
session and pressure in the 22. A 
quick ruck and some great han-
dling from Tommy Sutherland, 
Corrie Louw, Stuart Davies and 
Crawford Brown gave Craig 

under the posts. A successful 
conversion stretched the score to 
23-3 with Oban now looking for 
a bonus point try.

The Green Machine were now 

winger Connor Ferris to score in 
the corner, before prop Tommy 

worked move for another score. 
Allan Wright’s surging run 

was stopped short of the line but 

ensured another try and Stuart’s 
Despite dominating the game, 

Oban were disappointed to 
concede two late tries.

The bonus point win lifts Oban 
Lorne into third place in West 
Division 2 with four wins from 

Oban travel to take on Strath-
endrick this weekend knowing 

they could potentially play a top-
of-the-table clash with Garnock 
at Glencruitten on October 19. 

Stuart Davies contests a line-out during Oban Lorne’s impressive 38-15 win over Waysiders Drumpellier at Glencruitten last Saturday.

Bonus point win lifts Oban into 
third place in the league

Fergus’ car has been prepared by Craig Campbell of V and C 
Motorcare in Oban, left, and partly sponsored by his father, 

Steve Barlow. 15_t41ferrgus01

A YOUNG Mull racer will 
realise a childhood ambition 
by competing in this weekend’s 

have competitively driven a rally 
car.

Merchant seaman Fergus 
Barlow, from Tobermory, grew 
up racing in the British Karting 
Championship but always har-
boured ambitions to race on his 
home island and says the chance 
to enter the rally is the only 
reason he still lives on Mull.

While at nautical college, on 
an income of £70 per week, he 
began saving up money to race 
in the Mull Rally and his entry 
this year is almost entirely self-
funded.

‘Like many young lads growing 
up on Mull it was my childhood 
dream to compete in the rally,’ 
said the 20 year old.

‘If I’m honest, because of my 
job I could move anywhere 
in the world and I was keen to 
follow my brother Craig to New 
Zealand.

‘But I am still on Mull and the 

reason for that is the chance of 
competing in this race.

‘I have nine years of karting 

have never driven in a rally. I am 
going to have to try and forget the 
race craft I have already learned 
in karting and try to adjust to a 
new style of driving.’

Fergus was once ranked within 
the top 10 junior kart racers in 
Britain but had to stop competing 
on a regular basis after taking on 
a job at sea.

The rally is therefore his pri-
mary focus and he has entered 
class B with his Citroen VTS.

now,’ said Fergus. ‘I am getting 
that jittery feeling I used to get 
on pole position in the kart rac-
ing.

‘But I have a team of people 
helping me and I have found that 
if you make the effort to learn 
about rally car racing there are 
plenty of people you can ask for 
advice.’

RALLYING

Karter Fergus
realises childhood 
dream to take
part in Mull Rally

A FORMER Islay man has been 
appointed the head of Clyde 
Football Club’s Children’s 
Academy.

Stuart Hastie, from Port 
Ellen, will be responsible for 
overseeing the development 
of youth players at under-10 
through to under-12.

have played in the performance 
tier of the Pro Youth set up, 
which is for the best young 
players in the country.

For the past couple of seasons 
Stuart has been in charge of 
Queens Park under-15s.

The coach has also gained his 
Advanced Children’s Licence 
with the Scottish Football 
Association and his UEFA B 
Licence.

YOUTH FOOTBALL

THE LAUNCH of the 40th 
Scottish Series will take place 
tomorrow (Friday) at Scotland’s 
Boat Show, held at Kip Marina. 

Organisers of Scotland’s 
largest yachting regatta, Clyde 
Cruising Club, will announce 
the 2014 regatta dates and their 

Oban Saints ’03s who play in the Oban Express Football League, which is held on Sunday mornings 
at the Oban Community Pitch. 

most recent sponsor will pledge 
its support to this prominent 
event on the Scottish Sailing 
calendar.

Introduced
Following competitor consulta-

tion, organisers have introduced 
changes to the event format and 

courses.
The Scottish Series takes place 

on the Firth of Clyde and Loch 
Fyne, based at the village of 
Tarbert. 

SAILING

Scottish Series launch at Scotland’s Boat Show
Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes



The following 
pages are  from 
the Fort William 

(Northern) Edition 
of The Oban Times.

The Oban Times prints two editions of the 
paper. There is the main edition as well as the 

Fort William (Northern) Edition.

Sometimes pages that appear in the 
Fort William edition do not appear in the

 main edition (and vice versa).

As an electronic subscriber you get the main 
edition plus the pages that appear in the 

Northern edition.
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MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC • Service & Parts
• Service maintenance on all vehicles
• Vauxhall Warranty
• 24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here

Your Christmas Party  
At Kilcamb Lodge Hotel
Christmas Party Menu
1st - 22nd December - 6pm to 9pm 
To Start
Butternut Squash Soup - Toasted Pumpkin Seeds.
Smoked Haddock Terrine with 
Glazed Isle of Mull Cheddar Scones.
Ballotine of Quail and Chestnuts 
with Mushroom Risotto.

Main Course
Roast Turkey & Festive Trimmings.
Ardnamurchan Venison & Scottish Ale Pie
With Lyonnaise Potatoes – Roasted Winter Roots.
Fillet of pan seared Hot Smoked Salmon 
With Rosti Potato – Creamed Leeks.

Dessert
Mincemeat and Apple Crumble 
With Spiced Clotted Cream.
Basil Chocolate Mousse
With Hazelnut Shortbread.
Frozen Lemon Souffle
With Hot Marmalade Caramel.

£25.00 per person
Including Coffee & Mince Pies 
Christmas Crackers & Party Hats  
A glass of Red or White wine

Ask for our Special rates 
For overnight B & B 
for parties of 4 or more.
Bookings Call 01967402257

Kilcamb Lodge
HOTEL – RESTAURANT – BRASSERIE
Strontian, Argyll  PH36 4HY
www.kilcamblodge.co.uk   
E:enquiries@kilcamblodge.co.uk

Menus can be viewed on our website on 
www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Open 7 days 
until 28th October

Winter hours from November 
with our very popular Spanish 
menu on Thursday evenings.

For bookings large or small and 
enquires about our winter schedule 
call us on 01855821048 or email us 
alison@lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

FIVE Lochaber Phoenix boxers came away 

the season at the Nevis Centre on Saturday 
night.

And local fans were treated to some 
cracking action in 13 knockout bouts which 

opponents from clubs across Scotland.

Topping the bill were middleweights 
Ryan Watson of the home club and Scottish 
national intermediate silver medallist Daniel 
MacLaren of Elgin ABC.

Watson received what seemed like a harsh 

public warning in the second round and the 
points deduction cost him dear. He narrowly 
lost the verdict despite a valiant effort in the 
third.

Phoenix - he is going to Australia for a year 
to work and travel.

 See boxing night special, back page.

Top award for 
Duisdale House
DUISDALE House Hotel in 
Sleat, Skye, won the ‘Best 
Hotel’ category at the Highlands 
and Islands Awards ceremony in 
the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness, 
last weekend.

Police tackle 
Corran Ferry rally 
congestion
POLICE have said they expect 

Ferry ahead of this weekend’s 
Mull Rally to be reduced 
compared to previous years.

The annual event regularly 
sees lines of vehicles backed up 
on the A82 at they wait to cross 
Loch Linnhe at Corran.

But Inspector Donald 
Campbell said new measures 
were being tried out this year 
to reduce congestion, including 
a police motorbike helping to 

Speaking on Monday evening, 

be improved. As of tomorrow 
[Tuesday], we will have a road 
policing unit up and running 
in Fort William, and a car 
park attendant from Highland 
Council will be redeployed to 

Museum delight
at roof grant
THE GLENCOE and North 
Lorn Folk Museum in Glencoe 
village is to have its heather roof 
re-thatched following a £50,000 
funding award.

The cash from Museum 
Galleries Scotland, The Pilgrim 
Trust and The Heritage Lottery 
Fund should see work starting 
this month with the aid of 
volunteers.

More than 700 bundles of 
heather will be bound into the 
roof of the museum, which 
is housed in two early-18th 
century cottages on Main 
Street.

The centre houses artefacts, 
objects of interest and displays, 
including material on the 
infamous Glencoe Massacre of 
February 13, 1692.

Curator Karen Mailley-Wat 
said the re-thatching would 
allow the museum to continue 
its work to preserve and exhibit 
objects for future generations.

Fight of the night winners Ryan Watson and Daniel Maclaren with Lochaber Phoenix ABC’s Stevie Docherty and coach Niall Clark. 
10_f41box02

Knockout action at boxing club show

Mallaig gets say 
on Lochaber-
wide BID plan
THE MALLAIG and district 
business community is to 
have its say on plans to set 
up a Lochaber-wide Business 
Improvement District (BID).

A public meeting on the 
controversial proposal will 
be held in Mallaig and Morar 
Community Centre on October 
29 - two days before ballot 
papers are posted out to every 
business eligible to vote ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’ to the scheme.

Opinion in Mallaig appears 
unfavourable, with local tourism 
agency the Road to the Isles 
Marketing Group (RIMG) 
among the sceptics.

Committee member Charlie 
King told The Oban Times:
‘People don’t know enough 
about it for a start - and that’s 
one on the problems.

‘We have no objection to 
having a Fort William BID but 
to have other areas included I 
think makes it too big. There 

one crowd is getting more than 
others.’

Mr King said RIMG had more 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

than 120 business members from 

and the Small Isles - more than 
the Outdoor Capital of the UK, 
the group promoting Lochaber 
as a tourist desination.

He added: ‘We feel our 
marketing group is pretty strong 
and has done a good job over the 
piece. The BID area is just too 
big - that’s what everybody’s 
gripe is.’

West Highland Hotel proprie-
tor Gavin Davis said he was not 
against a BID - but believed it 
should have been tabled for Fort 
William only.

He told The Oban Times: ‘To 
ask outlying areas of Lochaber 
to subsidise the improvement 
of Fort William High Street is 
ridiculously unreasonable. 

‘In the absence of detailed 
research, claims that investment 
in Fort William High Street 

areas are simply conjecture 
and misleading.’   It is unclear 
whether representatives from 
Living Lochaber, the group 
behind the BID move, will attend 
the Mallaig meeting.

If successful, the BID scheme 
would see every rateable 
business in Lochaber pay 
compulsory annual levies on a 
sliding scale from £98 to £4,100 
to fund additional projects and 
services. 

Living Lochaber estimates 
£360,000 would be generated 
each year - £1.8million over the 

Businesses will have until 5pm 
on December 12 to return their 
ballot papers. Meanwhile, the 
BID proposal will be discussed at 
a Kilmallie Community Council 
meeting next Wednesday.

Project manager Helen 
MacGillivray will give a 
presentation to KCC before 
answering any questions.

The meeting starts at 7.15pm 
in Kilmallie Community Centre, 
with members of the public 
welcome to attend.

POLICE Scotland have said rural police stations 
in Lochaber are not currently under threat of 
closure - but admitted public front desks could 
shut as part of a money saving drive.

Local area commander Chief Inspector Derek 
Paterson told a public meeting in Caol Community 
Centre on Monday night consultations were 

Glencoe, Mallaig and Strontian. 
Liz Ford of Sunart Community Council said the 

leading to fears about the station’s future.
She said: ‘We don’t seem to have a police 

presence, other than very sporadically. Is the 
intention to keep Strontian Police Station?’

Chief Inspector Paterson replied: ‘Yes. And 
Mallaig for that matter. 

‘Although, there is some consultation going on 
just now about the public counters and how that’s 
staffed. 

But there will be no compulsory redundancies. 

and obviously there’s not much we can do about 
that. The area has been covered from Fort William 
and Mallaig.’

Councillor Allan Henderson warned against 
closing the front desk at Mallaig, saying it would 
leave locals with no police contact and potentially 
facing a long journey to Fort William for minor 
incidents.

He said: ‘There is genuine concern about the 

staff are really the face of policing there.
‘It is patently obvious that Mallaig should 

remain a hub police station with front of house 
staff on duty 9am to 5pm augmenting the new 
core services being proposed for Fort William.’

The meeting heard that while the consultation 
could result in the closure of front desks at rural 
stations, it could also see Fort William Police 

Station’s opening hours increased. Councillor 
Andrew Baxter wrote to ask about the loss 

specialist units.
He said: ‘There is a concern that this is limiting 

the capability to deal with rural crime and theft 
and increasing the risk that criminals will move 
into Lochaber to take advantage of the lack of 
police presence. 

‘I’ve been told that on certain night shifts, the 
whole of Lochaber could be covered by just two 

‘If that is the case, people will be naturally 
worried and we should know what steps police 
managers are going to take to stop this from 
continuing. The thin blue line is thin enough 
already.’

Chief Inspector Paterson said police from 
Lochaber who had relocated to Inverness will be 
replaced by new recruits in the coming months.

Axe to fall on police station front desks

FOUR direct return sailings 
on the new Lochboisdale to 
Mallaig ferry route, two each 
on Tuesdays and Saturdays, are 
scheduled under Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s new winter weekly 
timetable.

Nine sailings will be made 
from the South Uist port in total 
- more than double the previous 

linking with Castlebay in Barra 
and Oban.

The enhanced service received 
a broad welcome in the islands 
- with the focus now falling on 
the Mallaig route, which is being 
trialled for three years.

John MacMillan, chairman 
of Uist community landowners 

Stòras Uibhist, said the campaign 
for the trial to be extended to the 
summer and operate throughout 
the week would continue.

He said: ‘The launch of the 
Lochboisdale-Mallaig service is 
good news for these islands. 

‘It will now be essential for 
people to use this service during 
the three year trial to support 
the campaign for the seven day 
a week, all year round ferry 
service to Mallaig that this 
community needs.’

Transport Minister Keith 
Brown said: ‘The Scottish 
Government’s Ferries Plan sets 
out our ambitions to improve 
the winter timetable of ferry 
services to both South Uist and 

Barra. That is exactly what we 
have done, delivering on these 
commitments.’

CalMac’s operations director, 
Brian Fulton, said: ‘I’d like to 
thank everyone involved in the 
negotiations for their valuable 
input in getting this new 

‘This new timetable will 
dramatically increase access to 
and from these islands which is 
great news for businesses and 
the community at large.’

Passengers urged to get on board 
new Mallaig-Lochboisdale route

PLANS have been lodged to 
create a new single malt whisky 
distillery and visitor centre in 
remote west Lochaber.

Drimnin Distillery Limited 
has been set up to create the new 
facility on Drimnin Estate on 
the Morvern peninsula with the 
promise of at least seven new 
jobs locally.

The proposed whisky plant 
would be housed in currently 
unused former farm buildings 
overlooking the ferry to Mull, 
with a renovated Victorian 
greenhouse at the front giving 
views across the water to the 
island. 

A separate planning application 

has been submitted by Drimnin 
Estate to create a hydro scheme 
nearby to provide power for the 
distillery.

Project director Annabel 
Thomas told The Oban Times 
the new distillery would be a 
boost for one of Lochaber’s most 
sparsely populated areas.

She said: ‘The plans are for a 
craft distillery producing single 
malt whisky of the highest 
quality.

‘At least seven additional jobs 
will be created, boosting the 
number of permanent residents 
in the community and increasing 
its sustainability.

‘The company will operate 
independently of Drimnin 
Estate, but will lease the site 
from the estate, which will 
also supply the distillery with 
woodchip, hydro electricity and 
water.  

‘Financing will include equity 
and loans, but will also require 
grant support in this remote 
location.

‘Although the overriding 
priority will be the production of 
a distinctive premium whisky, 

visitors will receive a warm 
welcome at the distillery. The 
distillery shop will provide an 
outlet for local produce as well 
as its own whisky.’  

Ms Thomas added: ‘Overall 
the project will increase the 
attractiveness of Drimnin for 
visitors as well as making it a 
more secure and even better 
place for residents.’

If the plans get the go-ahead, the 
distillery will become the second 
new plant in west Lochaber, with 
work on Adelphi’s distillery in 
Glenbeg well underway. 

Adelphi says it hopes to start 
producing ‘Ardnamurchan’ 
whisky by the end of this year.

New Lochaber distillery plans lodged
EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk
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Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your
local office on  or visit 

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

A LOCHABER community’s plan to 
create its own hydro-electric scheme 
moved a step closer after locals 
overwhelmingly voted in favour of 
buying a dam from Scottish Water 
for £2,000.

Sunart Community Company asked 
the views of electors in Strontian and 
the surrounding area and of the 243 
votes cast, 232 residents backed the 
plan. The purchase of the dam would 
allow SCC to press ahead with its 

long-term project to build a 100kW 
hydro plant on the All nan Cailleach 
burn above the village.

SCC director James Hilder said the 
‘yes’ vote was ‘fantastic news’.

He told the Oban Times: ‘This 
means that the community hydro 
scheme moves a step closer and we 
will await the Ministers’ decision on 
the disposal of the Scottish Water 
land, which we hope to purchase for 
£2,000.

‘We were indebted to the staff at the 
Highland Council in Fort William 
for helping to administer the postal 
ballot in time to meet the deadline. 
Also several volunteers from the 

throughout the SCC area.’
SCC say the hydro scheme would 

bring in around £2 million in revenue 
over the next 25 years - money which 
would then be pumped back into 
local projects across the area.

A PLEA to West Highland knitters has been 
issued to boost an ambitious bid to row 100 
miles from St Kilda to Skye for charity next 
summer.

The darned good idea will see dozens of 
people knit welly socks for the potentially 
hazardous fundraiser, which is being 
undertaken in aid of the RNLI and Lochalsh 
Young Carers.

Row St Kilda will see eight Skyemen take 
the oars in turn in an 18-foot larch skiff to 
make the journey back from St Kilda to 
Portree.

The plan involves taking the skiff out to 

Dunan Star,
which will act as support vessel on the long 
journey home.

Portree man Donnie Nicolson will be 
among those rowing back to Skye - sea 
conditions permitting.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Hopefully the 
boat will be ready for next spring. We need 
to be ready to go by the end of May, because 

that’s often when the best weather window 
is.  

‘We need a week of high pressure - two 
days for the swell to die down, a day to get 
out there and two to get home.

‘It should take us 36 to 48 hours non-stop, 
but we are not going unless the weather is 
perfect.’

The as yet unnamed skiff had been hanging 

Portree since its last outing, a boat race at 
the 1913 Isle of Skye Highland Games. 

It is currently being painstakingly restored 
at a Broadford boatbuilders after initial work 
by volunteers.

Meanwhile, to help needles start clicking, 
a basic knitting pattern has been specially 
created and will be available from Portree-
based ATLAS Arts’ website www.atlasarts.
org.uk and local outlets, including the Isle 
of Skye Baking Company and Over the 
Rainbow. 

The completed socks will be for sale in 
various outlets around Skye and Portree.

The initiative, being led by Glasgow-
based textile artist Deirdre Nelson, is part 
of ATLAS’ year-long Spincycle project to 
involve the community in its work.

projects following the herring around the 
coast of Britain and Ireland, said: ‘Knitting 
has become increasingly popular after a bit 
of a decline in the 1990’s but when it comes 
to socks it takes a bit of courage. 

‘We encourage knitters to have a go at 
knitting some welly socks in support of 
these courageous and inspiring men who are 
going to row from St Kilda to Skye to raise 
funds for local charities.’

ATLAS Arts will host a gathering for 
knitters at the Isle of Skye Baking Company 

about the Row St Kilda project, the charities 
involved and, if needed, get help with their 
socks.  

ATLAS director Emma Nicolson said: 
‘Continue to watch this space as Spincycle 
unfolds.’

Rescue teams    
recover body 
of missing
hill walker
THE BODY of a missing 
hill walker was found in the 
Kinlochhourn area west of 
Knoydart on Sunday afternoon.

Colin Barnfather was reported 
missing on Friday, prompting a 
search by police, local mountain 
rescue teams, the RAF and a 
search dog team. His body was 
discovered in the Stob a Obhain 
area. 

It is thought the 54 year-old 
from Derby travelled to 
Lochaber in late September 
with the intention of going hill 
walking and camping. 

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said there did not 
appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances. A report will 
be submitted to the procurator 

Mr Barnfather is the second 
walker to be found dead in the 
area this year. 

The body of journalist Clive 
Dennier was discovered near 
Kinlochhourn in June, 10 weeks 
after he was reported missing.

KINLOCHLEVEN is a step 
closer to reaping a hydropower 
bonanza after SSE agreed to 
provide a grid connection for 
a 100kW community-owned 
scheme earmarked for a burn 
above the village.

The permission means 
Kinlochleven Community Trust 
can press ahead with plans to 

of Allt nan Slatan to provide 
electricity.

The development follows a 
favourable feasibility report, 
funded by Community Energy 
Scotland, which was unveiled 
by consultants Locogen at a 
positive public meeting in the 
Leven Centre in May.

As reported by The Oban 
Times, Locogen estimated 

annually into KCT’s coffers 
- £1million over 14 years. 

The cash would secure the 
future of the trust, which has 
been struggling to raise enough 
revenue to meet operating costs, 
and fund village projects.

KCT, which classes the project 
as its ‘primary priority’, has 
already secured agreement with 
landowners Rio Tinto Alcan for 

Mobile phone reception 
to be improved along A82
MOBILE phone reception is to be improved 
along the A82 by 2015 after funding was 
secured from Westminster.

The route was the only Scottish road 
included in the £150 million Mobile 
Infrastructure project, which will see new 
masts in rural areas where coverage is 
currently poor or non-existent.

An A82 Partnership spokesperson said: 
‘This is another welcome investment in the 
A82 which will ensure a better communica-

unplanned road closures and will increase 
the safety of road users particularly during 
spells of bad weather and at night. 

‘We will continue to seek upgrading of 
radio reception on the A82 as an aid to 
keeping road users informed.’

Biker dies in        
A87 crash 
A MOTORCYCLIST from has 
died after crashing on the A87 
Invergarry to Kyle of Lochalsh 
Road on Saturday afternoon.

Ian Hutchison, 51, of Tuxford, 
Nottinghamshire, was travelling 
north on a blue Suzuki 
motorbike and suffered fatal 
injuries after the accident. 

The incident occurred near 
Bunloyne just before 5pm, with 

via Invermoriston.

A CAOL student who spent 
a year of her degree studying 
in the Arctic has been named 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) UHI student of 
the year.

Kirsteen Allison was in the 
third year of her marine science 
degree when she decided to 
spend 12 months at the Univer-
sity Centre of Svalbard on the 
Norwegian Arctic island as part 
of an exchange programme.

And Kirsteen said her year on 
Svalbard was a ‘truly amazing 
experience’. She said: ‘The 
experiences I had during were 
astonishing. They included 
ice-caving, snowmobiling, the 
northern lights and of course 
seeing polar bears!’

Since her return, the 21-year-
old has spent much of her time 

Man dies after being 
crushed by HGV lorry
A MAN has died after being crushed when 
his HGV lorry overturned on North Uist on 
Saturday afternoon.

Emergency services were called to the 
B894 at Locheport on the island at around 
1pm, where they found 40 year-old Steven 
Buchanan of Liniclate, Benbecula, trapped 
underneath the lorry which was on its side.

A Police Scotland spokesperson said 
there was no other vehicles involved in the 
incident.

He said: ‘As a result of the incident the 
male occupant of the HGV was pronounced 
dead at the scene.’

The Health and Safety Executive will 
be involved in an investigation into the 
accident.

Police files
NUMEROUS power tools 
including a power table saw, a 
power handsaw, a drill and a 
power sander were stolen after a 
locked shed in Banff Crescent, 
Fort William was broken into 
between 8pm on Monday 
September 30 and 8.30am on 
Tuesday October 1.

A BLACK and orange Stihl 
power saw was taken from a 
construction area at Lochaber 
High School between Friday 
September 27 and Tuesday 
October 1.

the reception area at Lochaber 
High School were smashed 
between 5pm on Friday 
September 28 and 7am on 
Monday September 30.

SOMEONE tried to force entry 
to a locked shed in Alma Road, 
Fort William between 7pm 
on Sunday September 29 and 
8.30am the next morning.

Anyone with useful information 
is asked to contact local police 

01397 702000 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

With a name like mine, what would 
you expect me to vote? Yes!
WHEN The Shinty Referee rocketed to number one spot in the 
world I-Tunes chart, there was obviously a lot of media interest 
and attention.  

A reporter from a national newspaper, after getting the 
information he needed to write his article in relation to the 
song, decided to throw a parting shot at me.  

He asked: ‘Fergie, what are you going to vote at the referen-
dum, yes or no?’ He caught me totally off guard. My spontane-
ous reply was: ‘With a name like mine, what would you expect 
me to vote?’  Think about it, Duncan Ferguson MacDonald of 
Clanranald!

So many people have asked me, what is my follow-up to The 
Shinty Referee.  Well it’s just been recorded and named ‘Yes is 
the vote for Bonnie Scotland’. 

It’s a souvenir recording to commemorate this gigantic 
occasion, no doubt a collectors item.  Details will be posted on 
my website and Facebook page soon.  The song is not political, 
but the message is there.

Performing at the National Mod opening dance in Paisley 
Town Hall on Saturday October 12 will mark 53 years of 
consecutive performances in one shape or another with The 
Fergie Band at a National Mod. I can hardly believe it. The 
band will be Hugh MacCallum, Lauren Tait, Sandy Meldrum 
and Fergie.

I am delighted also to have accepted a request from Paddy and 
Jean Malarky to do session ceilidh spots at Paddy Malarky’s on 
Wednesday and Thursday in the afternoon and evening. It will 
be packed out as it is a very small family run bar. That in itself 
will generate an electric atmosphere so that’s the place to be.  I 
will be joined by Sandy Meldrum. See you there.

Fergie(Domhnallach)MacDonald, wmail Fergiemacd@
hotmail.co.uk or visit www. FergieMacDonald.com.

Fergie’s Folk
with Fergie MacDonald

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Rio Tinto Alcan’s hydro plant at Kinlochleven: now the local community is set to build its own, 
smaller scheme. 20_f41kinloch01

their preferred site. Surveys on 
the proposed powerhouse site, 
together with potential impacts 

bats, wildcats and trees will be 
required for planning and water 
abstraction approvals from 
Highland Council and SEPA.

Estimated capital costs stand 
at £632,000, including access 
tracks, buried pipelines, turbine 
house and cables.

Moira Hartley said: ‘The biggest 
hurdle was applying to Scottish 
and Southern Electric for a 
connection to the national grid. 

‘Not only has that been agreed 
but it has been agreed that we can 
access the full 100kw scheme.

‘We have now accepted the 
offer of a grid connection 
and appointed environmental 
consultants Thistle Access to 
undertake the extensive habitat 
studies required and commence 
the process of preparing a full 
planning application. We are 

still a long way off, but it is likely 
that we could see operation by 
the spring of 2015.’

Capital funding is likely to 
include a mixture of the trust’s 
own funds, external grants and 
other outside investments. The 
KCT board will consider whether 
loan funding is required, whilst 
minimising any risk.

KCT chairman and local 
Highland councillor Andrew 
Baxter said: ‘This is a 
community project initiated by 
the community trust and will 
involve considerable investment 
by the trust.  

will be used by the community 
trust for the community. The 
hydro scheme was the biggest 

year business plan - a plan that is 
now coming to its end.  

‘New priorities are emerging 
within Kinlochleven and these 
ideas will be taken forward in a 
new business plan.’

An SSE spokesperson 

but declined to comment 
further, citing commercial 

 See leader page 10.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Kinlochleven 
hydro scheme 
a step closer

The St Kilda rowers get in some training off Skye.

Residents back community power project

Knitters needed to help  
St Kilda charity rowers

Fort William’s Kirsteen Allison receiving the student of the year award. 

encouraging other students to 
take up similar opportunities.

She said: ‘I was more than 
happy to share my experience 
with potential applicants to the 
Arctic exchange programme 
offered at SAMS.’

SAMS module leader Shona 
Magill, who nominated Kirsteen 
for the award, said: ‘Kirsteen was 
an exceptionally hard working 
student who always strived to do 
her best. She gave several talks 
to students on what to expect 
and recently gave an enthusiastic 
account of the Arctic to SAMS 
UHI’s whole student body.’

After winning the award, 
Kirsteen has now gone forward 
as a candidate for the overall 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands student of the year 
award.

Caol’s Kirsteen is UHI 
student of the year

Got a story? 
Call our 

newsdesks on 
01397 703003
01631 568000
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Down Your Way

DUNBEG Primary School this week says goodbye to a popular 
teacher, who has worked at the school for almost quarter of a 
century.

Rosslyn Moan has been principal teacher at the school for 21 
years but will call time on a total of 24 years at the school this 
Friday. 

A multi-skilled teacher, Rosslyn gave lessons in music, French 

school’s peer support and playground buddy schemes.
Head teacher Sine MacVicar said: ‘Rosslyn’s input to this 

school has been huge, especially on the musical side.

peer support, for which she received national recognition.
‘She had a lot of strings to her bow but I think if you asked the 

pupils and former pupils how they will remember her best, they 
would say ‘fun’. She always made sure her lessons were fun.’

RESIDENTS of Connel and North Connel will today (Thurs-
day) have the opportunity to quiz public bodies on the discharge 
of sewage into Loch Etive.

A meeting, organised by Connel Community Council, will be 
attended by representatives of Scottish Water and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

The representatives will give information on new rules and 
regulations covering the discharge of sewage into Loch Etive 
and explain the implications for householders and businesses.

Connel Community Council chairman Sandy Dunlop said: 
‘The meeting is about the control of raw sewage into the loch.

‘Only about a quarter of the houses in Connel are on the 
public sewage system, so the meeting will discuss implications 
of recent legislation relating to that.’

The meeting will be held in Connel Village Hall at 7.30pm.

THE ANNUAL harvest lunch for Dunbeg’s senior citizens will 
take place at the primary school tomorrow (Friday).

Starting at 1pm, the event will be hosted by the pupils, who 
have helped to make shortbread, oatcakes and rolls for the 
occasion.

The lunch will be followed by the harvest service in the 
church. 

CHILDREN at Achaleven Primary School will be doing 
their bit to help fellow schoolchildren in the developing world 
by today (Thursday) hosting a fundraising event for World 
Porridge Day.

The event at the school, in aid of Mary’s Meals, begins at 
9.30am.

Members of the community are invited to come along for a 
bowl of porridge in exchange for a donation to the charity.

The blue porridge mugs that have become synonymous with 
the Dalmally-based charity will also be on sale.    

THE 125TH anniversary celebrations of St Oran’s Church, 

Hall.
The church has organised monthly events throughout the year 

to mark the special anniversary.

surfer Bethany Hamilton, who strives to compete again after 
losing her left arm in a shark attack.

available.
In November, the church is planning to host a St Andrew’s 

Day ceilidh.

Connel and Dunbeg

Next week Down Your Way 
visits Coll with senior reporter 

Steven Flanagan

The Inn at Inverbeg 
First Annual Beer Festival

Friday 11th - Sunday 13th October 2013
Friday 6pm till Midnight / Saturday 12noon till Midnight / Sunday 12noon till 9pm

Featuring 
• A Variety of Real Ales from Loch Lomond Brewery

• Beerfest Menu  • Folk Music each day
• Complimentary Shuttle Bus from Balloch Station (Advanced Booking Essential) 

Tickets available at the Inn at Inverbeg and Lodge on Loch Lomond Hotel
Or call our Event Office on 01436 860 119 

or email events@loch-lomond.co.uk for details

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT - LAUNCH EVENT
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OBAN Community Council is 
on the lookout for new premises 
as a growth in numbers means it 
has outgrown its current home.

Ahead of intended community 
council elections, 18 members 
put themselves forward to 
represent the town on the body, 
with a further two individuals 
to be co-opted after missing the 
deadline for nominations.

It’s a remarkable turnaround 
for the group, which nearly 
fell into abeyance a few years 
ago because of a dwindling 
membership.

While news of community 
council’s expansion has been 
welcomed, Lorn House will not 
be able to accommodate the 
newly enlarged group and the 
search is on for a new meeting 
place. Member Duncan Martin 
said: ‘We nearly died about two 
years ago, so we’re delighted 

TIREE Resource Club is celebrating 
this week after the social enterprise 

Awards’ Services to Older People 
category.

The group’s members travelled 
down to the Scottish Parliament in 
Edinburgh for the awards, which 
celebrate the efforts of groups and 
individuals that improve the lives of 
older people.

Tiree Resource Club was set up to 
improve the health and wellbeing of 
older people on Tiree by delivering 
support required to keep them more 

independent in their own homes and 
communities.  

Last year, the group successfully 
applied for funding to buy a 
community minibus, which 
completed 794 journeys for 
health appointments, lunch clubs, 
befriending, shopping, library trips, 
community events and meetings.

Great fun
Kate Maccallum, who leads the 

team, said: ‘The Resource Club also 
facilitates an exercise class, which 
is not only great fun, but is aimed 
at improving peoples balance and 

muscle strength therefore reducing 
falls in the home. 

‘Flu immunisation sessions also 
take place at the Friday lunch 
club, as the district nurses work in 
partnership with the volunteers. We 
also have a fantastic outreach worker, 
Margaret Worsely, and volunteers 
who turn up week after week to help.
‘We could not have done this without 
funding from Big Lottery, who 
bought us a bus, Tilley the island’s 
community wind turbine, Argyll and 
Bute Council and Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership.’

Pictured after receiving their award at Holyrood last week are, from left, Tiree Resource Club’s Annette 
Mackinnon, Kate Maccallum, Margaret Worsley and Maureen McMullen. t41tireeclub1no

to have 18 people nominate 
themselves. We’re all looking 
forward to seeing them.’

Those new members to 
represent the community on the 
group are, George Berry, Duncan 
Elliot, David Gallant, Lorne 
MacLeod, Andrew Vennard and 
Grant Nicholson.

The new community council 

time next month - but only if a 
venue can be found.

Candidates for the monthly 
Monday meetings include the 
Community Fire Station and 
various church halls - although 
the Corran Halls would be ruled 
out unless the organisation 
changed its meeting date, due to 
the venue’s Monday closure.

It is likely that the Salvation 
Army’s hall on Stafford Street 
could be used too, with the cost 
to be investigated.

Tiree Resource Club celebrates award

Oban Community 
Council on lookout for 
new meeting place

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

A HEALTH board has teamed up with a 
Highlands based credit union to encourage 
staff to save what they can and only borrow 
what they can afford.

NHS Highland is promoting HI-Scot 

products.
Members have savings called shares in the 

credit union, on which dividends are paid. 
Shares can then be used to make loans for 
other members.

Ray Stewart, until recently NHS 
Highland’s employee director, said: ‘Credit 
unions are an easy way to save and a cheap 

members. NHS Highland members who feel 

should join now.’

TOILETS and showers at An Cridhe are 
open 24 hours a day, the organising commit-

George McConnachie, development man-
ager at Development Coll, said: ‘The toilets 
and showers at An Cridhe, the island’s com-
munity centre, are indeed open 24 hours. 

‘It’s a minor point but important for 
yachties, campers and the local commu-
nity to know that facilities are available 24 
hours.’

NHS Highland promotes 
employee credit union

Coll toilets and showers 
open 24 hours a day

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

DECISION makers at the centre 
of the heating fuel price scandal 
sweeping Argyll have yet to 

after it was highlighted by The 
Oban Times.

With winter looming, residents 
are becoming increasingly 
worried botched heating systems 
will plunge them into debt 
- unless a solution to exorbitant 
bills is found quickly.

The concern comes after 
Colonsay Terrace resident Elwira 
Luzak told The Oban Times
she has spent £10,700 paying 
electricity bills since 2009 
- before being told by her energy 
supplier that was ‘normal’ for 
Soroba. She said: ‘I am actually 
losing hope something will be 
done’.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), Scottish 
and Southern Energy and system 

AN ENGINEERING 
contractor working on the 
Isle of Islay is believed to 
have won £1m on a National 
Lottery scratchcard bought in 
Port Askaig Stores.

National Lottery operators 
Camelot said it could not 

a winning ticket had been 
purchased on the island - but 
the bumper win has been the 
talk of the place since last 
week. 

Locals told The Oban Times
that the winner worked for 
a Fife-based engineering 
company Diamond 

Closed doors 
meeting call
OBAN Community Council 
wants to have closed doors 
meetings with the local 
authority - so it also knows 
what’s going on behind closed 
doors.

Member Duncan Martin is 
keen to have the community 
council represented at every 
level of decisions made for the 
local area; and wants the body 
to be party to discussions at all 
levels.

However, local councillor 
Roddy McCuish has attempted 
to temper the body’s enthusiasm 
for the proposal, saying it may 
not sit well with locals.

He said: ‘I would welcome it 
- the only thing though is some 
community councillors might 
feel they’re meeting outwith 
their usual forum. They think 
this is the forum they should 
meet in.’

Mr Martin said: ‘The proposal 
was we had a meeting that 
wasn’t a public meeting, so we 
aren’t the last people to hear 
about things. We want to be 
involved at every stage. As you 
have so many exempt items 
it may be helpful to you [as a 
council] as well as us.’

Trust donates 
£5,000 to playpark
OBAN Community Playpark 
received a huge funding boost 
as The Oban Times went to 
press.

The charity received a 
donation of £5,000 from the 
MacQueen Brothers Charitable 
Trust to playpark funds.

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
are super grateful for this cash 
injection and we will be able 
to use this money to move our 
planning application forward.’

Opportunity still 
knocks in Oban
ORGANISERS behind the 
Hogmanay in Oban event 
have extended the deadline 
for entries to its Opportunity 
Knocks competition.

The search is on for two acts 
- under-16s and over-16s - to 
perform on the same line-up as 
Face The West at the Station 
Square December 31 bash.

The Opportunity Knocks 
competition will be held in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls on 
November 2 but entries must be 
submitted by this Saturday.

Entrants can apply online 
or pick up a form from Oban 
Filling Station.

A BENDERLOCH athlete has become the darling of 
Scottish distance running after a convincing win at 
Sunday’s Great Scottish Run.

Susan Partridge, who now lives in Leeds, completed 
the half marathon in a time of 1.10.40, just outside of 
her personal best, and more than a minute ahead of 
second-placed Freya Ross.

The win in Glasgow follows on from her 10th 

Championships in Moscow and last week’s call-up to 
the Scottish Commonwealth Games squad.

Susan, who works at the Institute of Medical and 
Biological Engineering at the University of Leeds, 
told The Oban Times she was in the form of her life.

Speaking after the race, which was televised live 
on the BBC, she said: ‘I maybe could have broken my 
personal best if I had someone pushing me towards 
the end but I don’t care that I didn’t get it because I 
won.’

The 34-year-old was also delighted to meet double 
Olympic gold medallist Haile Gebrselassie, who 
broke the half-marathon record in winning the men’s 
race.

Susan was this week announced as one of six names 
shortlisted for Scotland’s Athlete of the Year.

Proud father Alan Partridge, who lives in Appin, 
said: ‘I have noticed a change in her attitude to racing 

installer Dimplex are yet to hold 
a meeting to get to the root of 
the problem, frustrating tenants 

winter and the apparent lack of 
activity.

Only ACHA residents have 
contacted The Oban Times so 
far, with reports of problems 
across Argyll, including Oban, 
Tiree, Islay, Mid Argyll and 
Cowal.

Oban councillor Fred Hall 
has now urged ACHA to ‘take 
ownership’ of the problem, 
before it gets any worse.

Mr Hall said: ‘ACHA are 
responsible for the heating 
systems within their own 
houses.  

‘It’s their heaters, so they’re 
responsible. With winter 
approaching fast, this has to be 
a priority.’

A spokesperson for SSE 

a meeting with ACHA to get 
to the root of the problem, but 
admits ‘we have a note of a lot 
of customers who have been in 
touch with us’.

A spokeswoman added: ‘We 
are still liaising with the housing 
association to get to the bottom 
of this for customers.  

‘I know we’re trying to arrange 
a meeting.’

The company has also 
promised to look again at Ms 
Luzak’s situation and apologised 
for the service she’s had so far.

ACHA’s chief executive, 
Alastair MacGregor, was unable 
to comment at the time of going 
to press.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

Great Scottish Run champion Susan Partridge crosses the finish line. Photograph by Jeff Holmes.

Susan with men’s race winner, double 
Olympic gold medallist Haile Gebrselassie. 

Winter fuel price 
worries grow
Decision makers yet to meet to get to 
root of exorbitant heating bills

Benderloch
athlete wins Great 
Scottish Run

MULL councillor Alastair 
MacDougall is likely to lead the 
new Oban, Lorn and Isles Area 
Committee as plans are drawn 
up for the new administration of 
the council.

New leader Dick Walsh has 
been in talks to establish spokes-
person roles since taking the top 
seat last week, with a provisional 
list drawn up. Mr MacDougall is 
set to welcome Elaine Robertson 
as his deputy at the Oban, Lorn 
and Isles Area Committee (OLI). 
Mr MacDougall, who lives at 
Fionnphort on Mull, could be 
set for several long journeys 
though, with Oban Community 
Council stating the head of the 
OLI committee should visit them 
monthly to keep them abreast of 
developments locally.

Mary Jean Devon, who was 
a member of the ousted SNP 
group, returns to the administra-
tion as an independent, remain-

Mull councillor set to lead 
new area committee

Islanders say £1m scratchcard 
winner bought ticket in Port Askaig

ing as spokesperson for children 
and family services. She will be 
deputised by Jimmy McQueen.

Kintyre’s Rory Colville is to 
take control of the licensing 
board, David Kinniburgh will 
head up the planning commit-
tee, with Alex McNaughton vice 
chairman of both.

Meanwhile an agricultural 
forum is to be established to ‘ad-
dress the rural situation within 
Argyll and Bute’. Under the 
proposal, the group will be made 
up of Robert MacIntyre, Bruce 
Marshall, Rory Colville, Robert 
G MacIntyre and Robin Currie.

The new leadership steering 
group, consisting of Mr Walsh, 
Ellen Morton, Duncan MacIn-
tyre, Gary Mulvaney, Dougie 
Philand, Robin Currie and 
Vivien Dance, have provision-
ally agreed the roles ahead of the 
next full council meeting at the 
end of the month.

Meanwhile, the full extent of 
the problems affecting ACHA 
tenants is becoming clearer, with 
a catalogue of errors seemingly 
contributing towards families 
and vulnerable residents having 
to shell out hundreds of pounds a 
month to turn on their heating.

The Oban Times has had reports 
of four seemingly separate 
problems - faulty installations, 
inappropriate meters, faulty 
meters and unclear advice to 
tenants on which tariff they 
should be running.

Mandie Currie, manager of 
energy charity ALIEnergy, says 
they have received a number of 
calls from tenants of both ACHA 
and private landlords worried 
about the size of their bills.

She said: ‘With the recent 
increases in energy prices people 
are really seeing the difference 
and are noticing issues more.’

Services, which had been 
sub-contracted to carry out 
work at Caol Ila Distillery. 
Diamond Services refused to 
comment when asked about 
the win.

Lorraine McNeill of Port 
Askaig Stores believes 
she sold the ‘£1m Gold’ 
scratchcard, bought for £5. 
She said: ‘The news very 
quickly went round the island 
but whoever won has not 
been back in.’

Asked if she considered 
herself a lucky charm, 
Lorraine replied: ‘Yes, but for 
someone else!’



Thursday 10 October, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 11NEWS
FW

PROCEDURES for keeping 
people informed of A83 road 
closures are being ‘reviewed’ 
after locals were left in the 
dark following last Thursday’s 
landslide.

Transport Scotland told The 
Oban Times that ‘lessons 
would be learned’ following the 
landslide at Glen Kinglas, which 
saw the road closed for nine 
hours.

More than 100 tonnes of rubble 
slid on to the A83 at 6.55am, 
two miles north of the A83 and 
A815 Dunoon road junction - an 
area not previously affected by 
landslides.

In the three hours that followed 
businesses struggled to get 
information on the clean up 
operation and estimated times 
for reopening the road.

Mike Story, chairman of the A83 
Taskforce marketing committee, 
said the communications system, 
implemented under Transerv, 
had failed when transferred 
to BEAR Scotland, who took 

A PETITION has been launched by Barra 

all-weather pitch - bringing it into line with 
the rest of the Western Isles.

The existing pitch is repeatedly in need 
of repair and is often out of use due to poor 
drainage.

So far, the petition has gathered more than 
220 signatures - although it has a goal of 
reaching 500.

An all-weather pitch would eliminate 
the need for such intensive maintenance 
and give islanders on Barra and Vatersay 
year-round access to the sporting facility.

The youth council has called on 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to fund the pitch, 
as it has done previously throughout the rest 
of the Western Isles.

To sign the petition, log on to change.org 
and search for Barra Youth Council. 

A NORTH Argyll charity which 
helps children from Appin 
to Ardfern get the best start 
in life is celebrating its silver 
anniversary.

Home-Start Lorn has supported 
families with young children for 
the past 25 years and celebrated 
last week with a birthday lunch 
for staff past and present and 
volunteers.

Aileen Binner, the group’s co-
ordinator, said: ‘Our volunteers 
are a tremendous resource. Their 
support can help prevent the 
complete breakdown of a family 
unit and help parents give their 
children the best start in life. 

‘It has been a real privilege to 
work with volunteers who are 
both committed and passionate 
about the work they do.’

Guest speaker at the event 
was Dave Miliken, the Scottish 
director of Home-Start UK, who 
also presented 25th anniversary 

ELEVEN community councils 
in Argyll and Bute are in danger 
of becoming defunct following a 
lack of interest from the public.

Elections for these voluntary 
bodies will take place by postal 
vote on October 31 but at least 50 
per cent of available places need 

function.
Those currently without enough 

nominations include Kilninver 
and Kilmelford, Dunbeg, Gigha, 
Avich and Kilchrenan, Tarbert 
and Skipness, Dunadd, South 
Cowal, Garelochead and Rose-
neath and Clynder.

A by-election for these com-
munity councils will be held on 
December 19 following a further 
round of nominations which 
gives people another chance to 
sign up.

Nigel Mitchell, chairman of 
Kilninver and Kilmelford Com-
munity Council, said: ‘People 
were forewarned, we sent 
posters out and still only one 
person decided to put their name 
forward.’

Community councils have 
an ever more important role in 
society, voicing local views on 
planning and development and 
providing a link to Argyll and 
Bute Council.

On board
Mr Mitchell added: ‘People 

need to get on board with their 
local community council and 
start putting their views for-
ward.’

North Knapdale and Tiree had 
nobody wishing to join but a 
by-election will not be held. The 
two community councils have 
not been in operation for around 
four years.

Interest in becoming a member 
of the local community council 
soared in Bute - where 26 people 
are vying for the 20 spots avail-
able. Other community councils 
that require elections include 
Craignish, Seil and Easdale, 
Cairndow, Lochgoil, Arrochar 
and Tarbet and Luss and Arden.

A number of community coun-
cils had enough people volunteer 
to join but not enough to require 
an election. Those with nomi-
nees being elected unopposed 
in the Oban, Lorn and Isles area 
are Appin, Taynuilt, Oban, Mull, 
Luing, Lismore, Kilmore, Iona, 
Glenorchy and Innishail, Con-
nel, Coll and Ardchattan. 

There are also a further 26 
community councils facing un-
contested elections throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

A FRENCH man who pled 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
to possessing child porn has 
had his one year jail sentence 
quashed by appeal judges.

Fabrice Gue, 43, whose ad-
dress was last given in court as 
The Stables, Raemoir House 
Hotel, Banchory, had a three 
year community payback order 
imposed on him when he ap-
peared at Edinburgh High Court 
last week.

He will now be supervised and 

AN OBAN man has been fully committed 
for trial on charges of assault to severe 

abduction.
Darren MacIntyre, 38, remains in custody 

following his second petition hearing at 
Oban Sheriff Court last Thursday. 

A date has not yet been set for the case to 
return to court.

CONSTRUCTION has been 
temporarily halted on the new 
£1.3 million centre on the Isle of 
Luing due to a rock fall.

Work started on the Atlantic 
Islands Centre, at Cullipool, 
in July but was brought to a 
standstill a few weeks ago when 
rocks tumbled from the quarry 
edge.

Norman Bissell, vice-chair-
man of the Isle of Luing 

nobody was at risk during the 
incident, on September 20, and 
subsequent checks have seen 
positive results.

He said: ‘There was a rock 
slip at the edge of the quarry 
and there has been geotechnical 
investigations into it.

‘They want to be certain of the 

OBAN Lifeboat, one of the busiest in the 
country, will be open to the public this 
Saturday.

Coxswain John Hill and his crew will 
welcome visitors aboard the Mora Edith 
MacDonald at its Gallanach slipway from 
noon - 2pm.

When the lifeboat answered her 1,000th 
call out in August this year, to assist a 
man who fell ill at Castle Stalker in Port 
Appin, she had already travelled more than 
18,000 miles saving lives at sea.

Christmas cards and calendars will be 
on sale at the station to raise money for the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

More than 100 tonnes of debris hit the road just before 7am on Thursday morning. Photo: Kevin McGlynn. 

responsibility for the road in 
April.

He said: ‘I have written to 
the head of Transport Scotland 
and BEAR Scotland with the 
minister’s [minister for transport 
Keith Brown] approval to make 
sure the system is a lot tighter. 

‘The encouraging thing is that 
within two hours of what we 
perceived was the communication 
not being what it should be, it 
went up to ministerial level and 
within eight hours Keith Brown 
was on site.’

Response
He added: ‘The response 

was good on the ground; they 
managed to open the road in 
horrendous conditions. It was 
really the communication that 

that.’
A spokeswoman for Transport 

Scotland said: ‘Procedures are 
being reviewed and immediate 
changes, such as widening the 
stakeholder and media database, 
are being made. We will review 

last week’s response and put any 
lessons learned into practice.’

Meanwhile, Transport 
Scotland is investigating ways of 
reducing landslides on the Old 
Military Road, which was also 
blocked with debris on Thursday 
morning.

The road was upgraded earlier 

landslides close the A83 at the 
Rest and Be Thankful. 

The location of Thursday’s 
landslide meant that the 
emergency route would not have 
been helpful.

But the Transport Scotland 
spokeswoman added: ‘We have 
already undertaken work and 
have doubled the capacity of 
the culverts on the Old Military 
Road. We are looking at how we 
can reduce the risk of blockages.

‘Future measures may include 
stationing protective barriers, 
sweepers and excavators as well 
as recovery vehicles if the OMR 

Confusion
as landslide 
shuts A83
Second slip renders relief road useless

Home-Start Lorn founder 
Seonag Morison, from 

Appin, cutting the 
birthday cake.

of whom have been helping for 
more than 20 years.

Appin woman Seonag Morison, 
the founder of Home-Start Lorn, 

lunch and was given the honour 
of cutting the birthday cake.

Over the past 25 years Home-
Start Lorn has helped more than 
500 families, with around 1,000 

input of a volunteer who spends 
between two and three hours a 
week with them. But the group 
is far from standing still, Home-
Start Lorn has recently started 
work in the north of Mull and is 
hoping to gain funding to recruit 
a part-time co-ordinator to cover 
Mull and Iona. 

Bob Clarke, Home-Start Lorn’s 
chairman, said: ‘We operate an 
essential service and are one of 
very few organisations in the 
area to offer support to families 
as a whole, not just to children 
and not just to parents.’

HAVING already won most of the piping 
titles on offer - including the recent 
Springbank Invitational - Benderloch piper 
Angus MacColl successfully overcame a 
different type of challenge on Sunday.

The prizewinning piper turned athlete to 
complete the half-marathon Great Scottish 
Run, helping to raise more than £2,000 for 
the Oban High School Pipe Band.

Angus, the band’s pipe major, was joined 
on Sunday by committee members, who 
completed the 10k event and helped to raise 

Angus quipped: ‘It was something a bit 
different.’

In between his training schedule, Angus 
found time to prepare for, and win, the 
prestigious Springbank Invitational Piping 

Hotel.
Argyll Arms Trophy winner Angus 

claimed the piobaireachd prize and placed 
fourth in the hornpipe and jig section to win 
overall. 

In a high quality competition, Campbeltown 

place.

Overall winner Angus MacColl, who picked up the Argyll Arms trophy, £200 and an inscribed quaich. 

on the sexual offenders register 
for the same period.

Defence agent Gary McAteer 
said the case was ‘very fraught 
for all concerned’ but after a 
‘lengthy and carefully consid-
ered appeal’ judges ruled Gue’s 
sentence should be quashed on 
two counts.

He added: ‘First of all the level 
of the images was not deemed 
to necessitate a prison sentence. 

offender and as such is entitled 

that if a suitable alternative is 
available, as it was in this case, 
that should be preferred.’

Gue’s crimes included allow-
ing 40 indecent photographs of a 
young girl to be taken as well as 
possessing a further 126 indecent 
photos, depicting children be-
tween three and 15 years of age 

- at least two had explicit titles 
indicating their content.

The offences took place at his 
accommodation in Banchory as 

well as at his staff accommoda-
tion within the grounds of The 
Isle of Eriska Hotel, where he 
previously worked as the general 
manager, the court heard.

Sheriff John Herald originally 
sent Gue to prison for 12 months 
and placed him on the register 
for 10 years. 

He said at the time: ‘I’m very 
strongly of the view that I would 
be failing in my public duty 
if I did not impose a custodial 
sentence on you.’

stability of the rock and have 
done very thorough investiga-
tions and a positive report has 
come from that.’

Mr Bissell said the trust direc-
tors met last night (Wednesday) 
to discuss a new programme of 
works for the site. The building 
was due to be completed by 
Easter next year but a new date 
will now be set.

The centre, being built by 
MacLeod Construction Ltd, 
is part of a project to promote 
regeneration on the island and 
will include a community hub 
and learning centre.

There will also be a mu-
seum, gallery, café restaurant, 
workspaces, arts and heritage 
exhibition, events space, visitor 
reception and information point.

Homestart Lorn celebrates 25 years Oban man faces 
assault charges

Lifeboat open day

all-weather pitch

Rock fall halts Luing 
centre building work

Community
councils
in members 
crisis

Appeal judges quash one-year jail 
sentence for child porn possession

Prizewinning piper Angus turns athlete

MOTORISTS were forced to 
crawl along the A85 between 
Oban and Connel on Monday 
morning after a massive diesel 
spill coated both carriageways 
of the road.

It is understood no vehicles 
crashed as a result of the spill, 
which happened shortly after 
8am, however some near misses 
were reported.

The slick seemed to trace from 
Bonawe and could be seen right 
the way through the town, into 
Station Square and out across 
Soroba Road, but police said 

source vehicle.
A spokesperson for the police 

said: ‘We are aware of a number 
of reports of diesel on the road 
and we alerted the roads author-
ity but nothing came of it that 
we’re aware of.’

Commuters were alarmed at 

the size of the spill, with one 
telling The Oban Times: ‘You 
could see it the moment you 
came off the Connel Bridge. I 

were constantly on alert that 
someone coming the other way 
would lose control.

‘That should not happen.’
 Facebook 

page received similar com-
ments.

Heather Robertson said: 

who is dropping this - especially 
if it’s been happening for a wee 
while - let’s not have a repeat of 
two years ago.’

Davie Walker said: ‘This has 
been happening over the last 
couple of weeks.’

The road has since been 
cleared, but slippery surface 
signs remained in place as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Diesel spill worries motorists
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FOOTBALL

TABLE TENNIS

Battle of the 
Highland League’s 
bottom two

Fort William GC 
Winter league

BOXING

GOLF

Ryan Watson gave it his all against Elgin ABC’s Daniel 
Maclaren but lost on a unanimous decision. 10_f41box01

Jonny Donnelly celebrated his competitive debut in the 
ring with a unanimous points win over Moray’s Andrew 

Maclean. Liam MacDonald of bout sponsors DMD 
Construction congratulates both boxers. 10_f41box03

Jonny Donnelly takes the initiative against Andrew 
MacLean. 10_f41box04

Lochaber’s Denver Small scores with a right cross 
against Connor Prudence from Insch ABC. 10_f41box05

Job done! Lochaber Phoenix’s Robbie Hall won a unanimous points victory over Inverness City’s 
Grant Bailey - and best young fighter of the night trophy. 10_f41box07

Robert Stewart-MacDonald in action against Jimmy 
Laing of Insch ABC. 10_f41box08

Lochaber’s Cameron Whyte scores with a left against 
Jet Dickey of Hillpark - but lost out narrowly on a split 

decision. 10_f41box09

Kein Johnstone battled bravely to a majority points win 
over Logan MacKay of Inverness. 10_f41box10

FORT William Table Tennis 
Club have appointed a new 
chairman ahead of the start of 
the new season next month.

Angus MacDonald has stood 
down from the role due to 
personal commitments and 
handed over to John Grant, 
who has played a big part in 
organising and promoting the 
sport in the area over the years.

Training for the new season, 
which will include mixed 
doubles, the all-comers 
knockout and the popular 
singles handicap, is underway 
every Monday night from 
6.30pm to 9pm in the Nevis 
Centre. Players of all ages and 
experience are welcome.

FORT William Golf Club’s 
winter league got underway last 
weekend, with competitions 
held on Saturday and Sunday.

The front nine on Saturday 
was won by Rusty Duncan with 
22 points. Eric Wallace was 
second on 19, with James Ross 
two points further back in third.

On Sunday, Wallace won the 
back nine with a score of 21. 
Duncan was a point behind, 
while Brian O’Neill was third 
on 17.

The ladies winter league starts 
this weekend.

New chairman 
comes to the table

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 

at the Nevis Centre during 13 
knockout bouts on Saturday 
night.

victories.
One of the night’s highlights 

saw middleweight Ryan Watson 
facing Daniel Maclaren of Elgin 

described it as the best amateur 

The Elgin boxer looked to land 
his overhand right at every op-
portunity while Watson tried to 
command the centre of the ring, 
with both landing clean shots 
and refusing to yield.

Watson received a harsh warn-
ing in the second, and despite 
some big hitting towards the end 
found himself on the wrong end 

of the judges’ decision.
Making his return after two 

years’ absence, Denver Small 
showed his potential against 
Insch’s Connor Prudence.

Throwing feints, changing the 
pace of his feet, counter punch-
ing and leading off were all part 
of the Small arsenal against his 
powerful opponent as he made 
boxing look effortless.

The 19 year-old bantamweight 
now goes on to try and take 
the North of Scotland title next 
month.

Scottish champion Igor 
Sliwinski produced a powerful 
performance to comfortably 
defeat Josh Dunlop of Elgin. 

Sliwinski’s speed and strength 
was the dominating factor in 

combination his superiority was 
clearly evident.

Following in his brothers’ 
footsteps, light heavyweight 

senior Jonny Donnelly made his 
debut against Andy MacLean of 
Moray and looked like he had 
been boxing for years as he took 
a unanimous decision.

Robbie Hall, 14, recorded a 
knockout during his win over 
Grant Bailey of Inverness.

Two previous bouts between 
the pair saw each boxer take a 

and punching power proved too 
much for Bailey.

Kein Johnstone’s strength and 
desire proved too much for the 
excellent Logan MacKay of In-

As each round progressed 
Johnstone continually strove to 
force MacKay to the ropes and 
corners with combinations  as he 
was well worth a points victory.

Robert Stewart MacDonald 
faced Jimmy Laing from Insch 
in a hard fought battle.

The very close decision went 

to the Insch boxer but when 
MacDonald starts to produce his 
form from the gym in his bouts 
then his progress is going to be 
huge.

Dan Nixon boxed well at range 

Laird but the 12 year-old was 
caught when he tried to close the 
gap.

The decision went to Laird 
but Nixon can take pride in the 
fact that he improved as the bout 
progressed and has a very bright 
future.

Spean Bridge’s Cameron 
Whyte was surprised by the 
quality shown by Hillpark’s Jet 

progressed. Unfortunately for 
the home crowd it wasn’t enough 
and the decision went the way of 
Dickey.

show of the season

Lochaber draw with Viking raiders
Lochaber 23
Shetland 23

LOCHABER looked on track to 
rack up a big win against Shet-
land after racing to a 17-0 lead 
after 20 minutes at Black Parks 
on Saturday.

But the Viking raiders shook 
off their marathon journey south 

score a late converted try and 
deny their hosts another victory.

Lochaber number eight Conor 
Taylor was in rampaging form 
early on, scoring three tries 
as Shetland struggled to cope 
with the home side’s incisive 
running.

But the visitors were proving 
a real handful in the scrum, 
frequently pushing the Lochaber 
pack back several metres from 
the put-in.

That physicality was matched 
at the breakdown and when 
running with ball in hand, and 

FORT William will move off 
the bottom of the Highland 
League if they can defeat fellow 
strugglers Lossiemouth at Grant 
Park on Saturday.

The sides occupy the bottom 
two positions in the league, and 
are the only two sides yet to 
taste victory.

But some promising perform-
ances from Danny Conlon’s 
men this season will give them 
hope they can get the three 
points which would lift them 
above Lossie and possibly 
Rothes.

Fort captain Andy Martin 
told The Oban Times he was 
expecting a ‘battle’ on the pitch, 
with both sides viewing the 
game as a potential win.

He said: ‘They are struggling 
as well, they are down at the 
same level with us in a wee 
mini league at the bottom.

‘Normally in the games with 
the teams at the bottom its more 
of a battle, and whoever wins 
that battle will win the game.’

Fort have so far outscored 
the other three teams at the 
bottom of the league, with a 
lack of clean sheets proving 
the problem. But centre back 
Martin said Fort have improved 
at both ends of the park this 
season.

He said: ‘We had two games 
recently against Buckie and 
Newton Stewart where we 
didn’t concede any goals which 
was good, but we didn’t score in 
those games. 

‘We started the season quite 
well with the guys up front 
scoring goals and we need to 
try and get back to that this 
weekend.’

DUE TO two teams pulling out 
of the Ali Young indoor football 
league, last week’s games are 
being treated as friendlies with 

held at the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

Goon Squad recorded the 
biggest win of the night defeat-
ing Kentallen 14-4, while With 
Ourselves were 9-5 winners 
against AFC Distillery.

The Janis B Team won 
5-3 against HWE Energy, and 
Portowcy were 6-4 victors over 
Caol Cosmos.

The night’s other two games 
saw Lochaber Leisure beat 
Ballachulish 1-0 and Caol 
United defeat Ali Young 3-0.

before half-time with a well 
worked try from a line out and 
two penalties.

With the wind at their backs, 
Lochaber started on the front 
foot again at the beginning of the 
second half and Kenny Turnbull 
extended the lead with two kicks 

However, Shetland fought back 
again and crossed the whitewash 
with plenty of time still left on 

16-23.
Heavy pressure

That was the cue for the north-
men to put heavy pressure on the 

stayed strong and managed to 
hold up a number of efforts over 
the line. 

But with less than a couple of 
minutes left on the clock Shet-
land crashed over despite strong 
efforts to knock them back and 
the conversion kick was good. 

Shetland were happy to settle 

for the draw and cleared the ball 

from the resulting kick-off.
Lochaber captain Mike 

McLeish said: ‘We can’t be too 
disheartened with the draw, 
Shetland were probably the most 
physical team we have played 
this season. Every player put in 

RUGBY

INDOOR FOOTBALL

First games 
played as 
friendlies in 
indoor league 100 per cent and that’s all we can 

ask for.’
Lochaber travel to Invergordon 

to take on Ross Sutherland this 
weekend and will hope to get 
back to winning ways.

It’s delight for Connor Taylor as he scores Lochaber’s first try. 
10_f41rugby05

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 10ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, October 10, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  02.47   1.1 08.41 3.6 15.18       1.2        20.57     3.3
Fri  03.44 1.3 09.39 3.3 16.24       1.4        21.59     3.0     
Sat  04.57 1.5 11.04 3.2 17.41       1.6        23.47     2.8
Sun  06.19 1.5 13.21 3.2 19.05       1.6         **.**       *.*
Mon  02.05 2.9 07.43 1.4 14.31 3.4         20.27     1.2
Tues       03.11       3.2 08.54 1.2 15.22 3.7 21.28      1.2
Wed  03.53   3.4 09.49 1.0 16.04 3.9 22.15       1.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12

Lochaber’s Phil Jackson can’t cling on to the ball as he is wrapped 
up just short of the try line. 10_f41rugby06

Lochaber’s Igor Sliwinski scored a impressive unani-
mous points win over Elgin ABC’s Josh Dunlop. 10_f41box06
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