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Missing
man
search
goes on

EXCLUSIVE

Hillwalker
saved by
sharp-eyed
schoolboy

By LOUISE LEE

A SHARP-eyed Mull 
schoolboy helped saved a 
man from ‘certain death’ 
this week.

The midnight rescue of a 
Galashiels man took place 
because of 14-year-old 
Callum Cooper, from Salen.

 He was being driven 
between Gribun and 

Thursday when he spotted  a 

hillside and thought it odd. 
He mentioned it to the 

driver, Tommy Paterson, and 
they initially dismissed it as 
an ordinance survey marking 
light.

They continued driving but 
decided, despite horrendous 
weather conditions and the 
late hour, to turn back.

Flashed
Mr Paterson, also from 

Salen, said: ‘The light was 
niggling on our minds. When 
we got to where Callum had 
seen the light we stopped 

‘To our amazement 
someone on the hillside 

someone up there?’ We were 
shocked to hear a distant 
shout for help. 

‘But we could not get up 
onto the hill because it was

so steep, and visibility poor.’
With no mobile phone 

coverage the men made 
their way to the nearest farm 
at Balmeanach to get help 

MacFadyen.
Emergency services 

were called, but due to 
the worsening weather a 
helicopter could not be 
brought in.

Rescue

sergeant Angela MacDonald, 
two paramedics, the farmers, 
Tommy Paterson and 
schoolboy Callum Cooper 
to rescue the man, who had 
a badly broken leg.

into rescue him. We had to 
send for an all terrain vehicle 
to get him off the hillside.

‘We couldn’t get close to 
him with the vehicle, so we 
put him on an aluminium 
back board and lifted him 
out of where he was lying.

‘We then put him onto the 
vehicle and made our way 
slowly down the hillside. We 
got him to the ambulance at 
around 4am.’

Sergeant MacDonald said: 

‘The man was holidaying 
on Mull on his own and out 
walking in the morning when 
he fell and broke his leg. 
Despite really bad weather, 
he managed to drag himself 
three quarters of a mile to 
where he could see the road. 

‘However, as it is a rural 

unable to attract anyone’s 
attention.

drifted in and out of 
consciousness, and had given 
up hope of being rescued 
when Tommy Paterson 
and Callum went by late at 
night.

alertness  of the young lad 
that this man was rescued 
from certain death from 
exposure in dreadful weather 
conditions.

an operation to his leg on 
Monday morning and is still 
in hospital in Paisley. 

‘We understand he is 
making a good recovery and 
cannot thank young Callum 
and Tommy enough for 
spotting him on the remote 
hillside.’

Sergeant MacDonald 
announced that the men were 
being recommended for a 
chief constable’s award.

Awe earlier in the year have 

Rescue Boat Fund.
With this money the fund, 

which is currently being held by 
The Oban Times, will stand at 
just over £10,600.

The money comes just as 
the committee involved in 
overseeing the fund is set 
to meet to decide how the 
donations should be spent now 
that a scheme to help those who 
might get into trouble on the 
loch has been launched.

The Oban Times agreed to 

Rescue Boat Fund not long after 
the tragic incident in March 
which saw William and Steven 
Carty, Craig Currie and Thomas 
Douglas, all from Glasgow, 
drown after getting into 

village to the other side.
The fact that the nearest 

to emergency services had to 
come from Renfrew, while 
rescuers stood helplessly on 
shore listening to the calls of the 
men in the water, prompted an 
outpouring of disbelief, calls for 
a dedicated rescue boat on the 
loch and people wishing to raise 

money for such a boat.
‘We agreed to open an account 

because there was nowhere 
for the money to go,’ said The
Oban Times editor Stewart 
MacKenzie. ‘But the committee 
will decide what the money is 
spent on.’

£10,000 did not materialise 
when it became clear that a 
dedicated rescue boat might not 
be the best way forward in the 
short term.

families of those who drowned 
would be happy to see some 
of the money spent on helping 
with the costs of setting up 

support scheme which would be 
manned by volunteers (see page 
three for more).

The initial rescue boat fund 
committee consists of Oban 

Donald MacDonald; Donald 
Wilson, Ardbrecknish; Mike 

McGrigor MSP; and Donald 
McGregor, Kerrera.

Although a boat has not been 
completely ruled out, any 
decision on such a vessel is some 
way off and not likely before the 
outcome of the national review 
of inland water rescue services 
now underway.

Families of drowned fishermen boost loch fund

A SEARCH for a man who 
failed to return from spear 

was still continuing as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Coastguard and lifeboat 

the swimmer when they 
were called out on Friday 
October 2. 

was a regular swimmer, from 
the area, for more than 40 
years and knew the shoreline 
well. Tobermory lifeboat 
was called to Ardnamurchan 
at lunchtime after the man 
was reported missing by 
his wife. With the support 

the coastguard helicopter a 
search was undertaken only 
to be called off as night fell.

Storms
Saturday’s storms 

prevented the lifeboat and 
helicopter from continuing 
their search, but coastguard 
teams were able to walk the 
coastline.

Calm conditions on 
Sunday allowed the lifeboat 
and coastguard to continue 
the search with coastguard 
teams on land. The lifeboat’s 
auxiliary craft carried out 
a detailed search of the 
coastline, but all the teams 
were called off in the 
evening, with the man still 
not found.

Tobermory lifeboat 

said: ‘The weather’s really 
been against us in our search 
for this missing man.’

A spokeswoman for
Northern Constabulary said: 
‘The 65-year-old man was 
reported missing shortly 
after 1.30pm after he failed 
to return from a recreational 
swim in the area close to the 

to make the Royal National 
Mòd, which begins tomorrow 
(Friday), an unforgettable 
experience in the year of 
Homecoming.

Gardens are blooming and 
the venues primed as the 
Mòd comes home to Oban 
– the town that hosted the 

Thousands of kilted 
competitors from all over 
Scotland and other parts of 
the world will pour into the 
town over the next week.

They will celebrate Gaelic 
culture by going for gold in 
singing, music, poetry and 
dancing competitions, which 
begin on Saturday and end 
next Friday.

premier festival hitting the 
town, Oban’s shops have 
decorated their windows and 
many pubs and venues have 
secured a 5am licence.

The town’s hotels are all 
full from next Wednesday, 
when the adult competitions 
begin, although visitors are 
still trying to reserve rooms.

Widely regarded as the 
most suitable host for the 
event, Oban is always a 

competitors, and the festival, 
nicknamed ‘The Whisky 
Olympics’, will make sure 
the town is buzzing with 
activity. For more on this 
year’s event see our eight-
page Mòd feature inside.

Oban ready to give a big Mòd welcome
Miss Mòd Laura MacCuish will be welcoming competitors and visitors to this year’s event. t41queen01

Your local toy shop with a huge range of toys at very reasonable prices.

Taynuilt Toys
SPECIAL OFFER!

Spend over £20 on Wow toys and get another Wow toy worth £8 for free
(while stocks last).

E: sales@thomasrocks.com | W: www.thomasrocks.com | T: 01866 822111

WHY NOT START YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY?
We also offer discounts to childminders, playgroups, nurseries and Primary Schools.

Breadalbane Street
Oban
Argyll

PA34 5NZ
Tel/Fax 01631 564443

Bradley suite with 
2 recliner chairs 

from only £1299

Craigmore kingsize 4 drawer bed,

only £299
(Headboard extra)

www.argyllfurniturestore.co.uk
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transport company based 
in Islay and employing 30 
people has lost its vehicle 
operator’s licence for two 
weeks.

Islay Crab Exports Ltd and 
director James Monaghan 
were called to attend a 
public inquiry with the 

for Scotland, Richard 
McFarlane, over recording 
of driver hours and driving 
while using a mobile phone.

As a result, at midnight on 
October 13, the operator’s 
licence will be suspended 
for two weeks and Mr 
Monaghan’s large goods 
vehicle (LGV) driving 
licence will be suspended 
for nine months.

Islay Crab Exports has its 

Awe House, Tarbert, with Mr 
Monaghan as sole director. 

authorises the use of six 
vehicles and two trailers; 

the company transports live 

trailers from Scotland to 
Donegal, Ireland, and  Poole 
in Dorset.

Approximately 30 people 
are employed by the business, 

and a processing plant on 

covering most of the Western 
Isles.

The commissioner heard 
that Mr Monaghan has been 

tickets in October 2007 and 
January 2009 for using a 
mobile phone while driving 
a car and his ordinary 
driving licence endorsed in 
each case.

On March 31 this year at 
Basingstoke Magistrates’ 
Court in England, Mr 

£500 together with costs 
and charges for entering 
the name of a driver who 
worked for him part time on 

a tachograph chart in respect 
of a journey started in Poole 
on December 27, 2008. ‘The 
conduct complained of is 
serious and action against 
the licence is merited,’ ruled 
Mr McFarlane.

The deputy commissioner 
added: ‘Tiredness is a very 
real issue for drivers of all 
classes of vehicles. Recent 
statistics tend to suggest that 

driver tiredness.’

Islay firm loses vehicle operator’s licence
DREDGING work has 
started on Bruichladdich Pier 
on Islay with new contractors 
after the company that 
carried out the original work 
went into administration.

The pier has been unsuitable 
for berthing, but Islay-based 
Councillor Robin Currie 
welcomed the improvement 
works, which he says have 
been delayed because of 
‘legal issues’.

He said: ‘I have been 
constantly pressing the 
council to have those works 

completed so that the fuel 
vessels in particular can berth 
at the pier without any risk. 
It has been very unfortunate 
that the island had to wait all 
this time to get the problem 
addressed.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
had asked the original 
contractor that carried out 
the works at the pier to 
return to the site in order to 
address issues surrounding 
the available draught at the 
northern end of the berth. 

That company has since 

gone into administration 
and another contractor was 
sought to undertake the 
necessary works. 

Mr Currie added: ‘Chemical 
explosives that fracture the 
surrounding rock will be 
used for the work, so there 
will be no blasting or shock 
waves.

‘The interference with the 
neighbouring properties is 
expected to be minimal. It is 
anticipated that they will be 
complete before the end of 
November.’

Work starts on pier improvements

PROVOST of Lochaber 
Councillor Allan Henderson 
is warning ‘we will have 
blood our hands’ unless 
safety improvements 
are made to the A830 at 

Councillor Henderson hit 

up to 250,000 people each 
year visit the popular 
attraction, often queuing to 
turn right into the car park 
then crossing back and forth 
over at the 60mph corner 
on foot to visit the famous 

Concerned someone will be 
killed crossing the road or on 
the nearby bridge, the Provost 

Council are demanding 
Transport Scotland acts 
before a tragedy makes their 
mind up for them.

newly improved road are 
likely to increase further if 
the Mallaig-Lochboisdale 
ferry becomes reality.

Councillor Henderson told 
The Oban Times Transport 
Scotland engineers had 
visited the site after his 
‘various communications’ 
with area manager Bob 
Mitchell, but to date has had 

will be done.

THE SCOTTISH Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(SSPCA) is hopeful a whale stranded 
in Loch Eil will soon return to the sea 
following a gruelling ten-hour rescue. 

Launched on Sunday, the operation 

a whale to safety by playing the sounds 
of killer whales underwater.   

Scottish SPCA Lochaber inspector 
Dawna Connolly co-ordinated a team 
rescue, assisted by the St Andrews Sea 

Dolphin Conservation Society, British 
Divers Marine Life Rescue and the 
local coastguard and sailing club. 

The whale, believed to be a female 
juvenile Northern bottlenose had 
been trapped since Tuesday and was 
christened ‘Lilly’ by her rescuers. 

Ms Connolly said: ‘So far the rescue 
has been a success as we persuaded her 
to move into Loch Linnhe and as of 
Monday night she was only a hundred 

metres from the Corran Narrows. If 
she can make it beyond the Narrows, 
there’s a good chance she’ll return to 
the sea. 

‘However, there are no guarantees 
she won’t turn around or run out 
of energy and beach herself. For 
now, all we can do is hope that 
tides, luck and determination will
help this whale to safety. The Scottish 
SPCA would like to thank everyone 
who has taken part in the rescue.’

TENANTS have started moving into their 
new homes in Canon Gillies Place, Arisaig.

The 20-unit Lochaber Housing Association 
development comprises 16 homes for rent 
and four low cost shared equity houses under 
the Highland Small Communities Housing 

Trust. Tenancy assignation letters have 
already gone out and all the houses will be 
occupied by late October. The development 
represents a major step forward in alleviating 
the shortage of housing for local people in 
Arisaig.

bad it is at the monument site 
with people strolling across 
the main trunk road, intent 
on the next photograph, it is 
only a matter of time before 
someone gets seriously hurt. 

‘I have impressed on them 
that it is a major safety issue 
that will not cost a lot to solve 
but must be done before we 
have blood on our hands.’

Chairman Grahaeme Young 

Council had been trying for 
several years to extend the 
40mph zone east past the 
visitor centre from its present 
limit half way down the hill 
next the church.

A proper width walkway 
on the River Finnan Bridge 
was also essential for the 
safety of young mothers 
with children in buggies and 
the disabled at risk from the 
‘tug’ of air as heavy lorries 
thunder past, he said.

An ‘apparently fruitful’ site 
visit on August 14 involving 

representatives was set up 
by local MSP Fergus Ewing, 
Mr Young said, but had yet 
to yield results.

‘That there have been no 
serious accidents or fatalities 

EXCLUSIVE
By STEPHEN NORRIS

can only be a matter of luck 
which statistically cannot 
continue,’ he said.

‘Previous councils have 
been told that nothing can be 
done until there is a fatality, 
a decision which is plainly 
absurd.’

In a letter to the community 
council, Mr Mitchell said 
the Scotland Transerv road 

work to improve road signs 
was due to begin early in 
2010, but a speed limit 
review would have to wait 
for a general review of road 
safety in the area.

Removal of trees and 
scrub growth near the visitor 
centre to improve driver 
visibility was planned and 
an assessment of safety and 
existing signs at the Finnan 
bridge was underway, Mr 
Mitchell said. 

Last week The Oban Times
revealed how police had to 

man Alan Cunningham to 
guide his wheelchair-bound 
wife Irene along the A830 to 

footpath on the River Finnan 
Bridge was too narrow.

welcomed 230,920 people 

exceeded this year.

‘Lilly’ takes a breather in Loch Eil.

Hopes rise for Operation Free Lilly

First tenants move into new Arisaig homes

Glenfinnan
road safety 
demand
Provost warns improve A830 or ‘we 
will have blood on our hands’

CZECH and Slovak 
dignitaries and commando 
veterans are expected to 
attend a prestigious ceremony 
in Arisaig scheduled for 
Armistice Day, Wednesday 
November 11.

A memorial to the 
Czechoslovakians who 
trained there during World 
War II will be unveiled in 
the village centre in a day of 
events, which end with an 
evening family ceilidh in the 
Astley Hall. 

Plans are being quickly 
formulated as planning 
permission was only recently 

granted. Preparatory work 
has started with the drilling 
of holes for steel rods to 
support the polished and 
matt grey granite monument, 
a modern sculpture depicting 
a parachutist as he lands. 

The unveiling ceremony 
will feature the laying of 
wreaths by The Royal British 
Legion and organisers 
Arisaig Community Council, 
a lunch and afternoon 
reception in the Astley Hall 
and the ceilidh.

The memorial will stand 
on the seaward side of the 
village, opposite Café Rhu, 

but screened from it and the 
road by shrubs and rocks. 
There will be an explanatory 
plaque nearby.

The monument is the 
idea of Edinburgh-based 
Dr Paul Millar, Hon Czech 
Consul General, who 
formed the charity www.
czechmemorial.org to fund 
the project. Sculptor Josef 

the work in the Czech 
Republic.

Pope Benedict XVI recently 
blessed its foundation stone 
on his recent visit to the 
country.

Mr Millar and Mr Vajce 
met the Arisaig community 
in July at a public meeting in 
the hall to show them plaster 
casts of the memorial.

The Czechoslovakians 
billeted mainly at Traigh 
House, Camusdarach and 
Garramore, in the early 
1940s as trainers and trainees 
in the Special Operations 
Executive. They were 
trained to use explosives and 
silent killing methods, and 
how to sabotage railways. 
Many died in daring raids 
in Czechoslovakia as they 
fought the Nazi occupiers.

New memorial to be unveiled 

Lochaline
sawmill wins 
approval
A LOCHALINE man has 
won approval to build a shed 
and polytunnel for a small-

processing business.
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 

planning councillors backed 
Jake Willis’ enterprise, 
190m south east of 1 Savary, 
Sawmill Wood, Savary, near 
the Morvern port.

The plan attracted both 
support and opposition 
locally, but backers of the 
scheme outnumbered those 
against by eight to three.

Mr Willis will set up the 
micro-enterprise on the 
site of a former Forestry 
Commission sawmill to 
process modest volumes of 
roundwood on a part time 
basis. The polytunnel will 
be used to dry timber for 
commercial use.

must build
bus bay
build a bus bay on the 

development on Achintore 
Road, Fort William, 
councillors have ruled.

Holme Park Scotland Ltd 
had asked the condition 
compelling them to build the 
bay to be dropped. But Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber planning 
committee overturned a 
recommendation to grant 
the request. Councillors 
expressed safety concerns 
for residents moving into the 

affordable and could house 
young families.

Councillor Donald Cameron 
said: ‘The committee 
considered that as 18 houses 
had replaced one house it is 
expected that young families 
would be there using public 
transport.’

Newsdesk
01631
568000

Childrens Shoes

7 Combie Street, Oban 
Tel: 01631 570894
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NEW Autumn/
Winter RANGES

THE ONLY 
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TO OBAN!
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Soroba Stores, Pitt Stop, 
Dunollie Stores, 
Bridge of Awe Service Station, 
Tourist Information, 
Taynuilt Post Office Garage, 
Soroba Road Filling Station, 
Co-op, Hannah’s, 
Albany Stores, WH Smith, 
McColls, Connel Village Store, 
Benderloch Supermarket, 
Dunbeg Stores and Tesco

OUT NOW
The Oban Index has all the local numbers you need.
Available from all good newsagents, local 
supermarkets and the Oban Times office.

Go to the
   Index!Go to the
   Index!
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A UAV, such as this one, could be used in search and rescue 
operations on inshore waters.

A RETIRED Oban police 
sergeant who now works with 
technological ly-advanced 
remote control planes says his 
company has offered a solution 
to the future of inshore water 
rescues.

Neil Owen, who recently 
retired as community policing 
sergeant, now works with 

company’s unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAV).

These radio-controlled 
planes have on-board cameras, 
capable of thermal imaging 
and night vision. There are 
four types of aircraft, which are 
being used in search and rescue 
and combat and are currently 
being used by British forces in 
Afghanistan.

UAVs during a recent trial at 
Oban Police Station, said a

for inland water rescues, 
particularly in light of incident 
in March this year when four 

Spotters could avert
another loch tragedy

By EUAN PATERSON

AT the launch of a ‘loch watch’ 
scheme for Loch Awe 19 people 
came forward to volunteer to 
be spotters around the loch.

But more are needed if the 
voluntary scheme to try and get 
help to people in trouble on the 
loch as quickly as possible is to 
work.

It was launched at last 
week’s meeting of Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community 
Council by Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Community Safety 
Forum chairman Councillor 
Donald MacDonald and 
auxiliary coastguard and 
environmental health manager 
Iain MacKinnon.

Councillor MacDonald 
explained that the scheme had 
been borne out of the tragedy in 
March when four men drowned 
on the loch after getting into 

weather.
Calls went out afterwards for 

a rescue boat to be sited on the 

loch after it emerged that the 
nearest rescue boat belonging 
to Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
was based in Renfrew.

Councillor MacDonald 
explained that the costs of a 
properly equipped rescue boat 
– in the region of £158,000 to 
buy and £15,000 a year to run – 
had led to the more immediate 
option of setting up a loch 
watch scheme and with support 
boats from volunteers around 
the water.

Mr MacKinnon explained: 
‘We are looking at setting up a 
watch scheme with  a system of 
spotters who have a view of the 
loch or who work on the loch.

‘Everyone involved would 
know everyone else on the 
scheme and we would be 
looking for a co-ordinator to 
organise the volunteers.’

He said spotters would be 
given books to log observations 
that might not initially seem 

relevant, binoculars and 
training on getting a bearing on 
any incident spotted.

Obvious incidents would 
merit an immediate 999 call 
as well as a call to the co-
ordinator, who would ask other 
spotters to report information.

Boat owner volunteers would 
be informed of an incident and 
could offer support.

‘The scheme would be there 
to assist emergency services; 
it is not an emergency service 
function but by giving people 
a little bit of knowledge and 
education that can assist,’ said 
Mr MacKinnon.

Lochside resident Catriona 
O’Keefe told the meeting she 
had used a similar system 
of phoning people she knew 
around the loch to help pin-point 
two visiting canoeists earlier 
in the year who had failed to 
return to their accommodation.

They had both been found 

safe and well camped on an 
island after coastguards and 
the RAF had been called in.

Mr MacKinnon added: 
‘A rescue boat is not quite 
ruled out…there are lots of 
implications over what its value 
would be but the costings are 

review of water resources, we 
want to see what they come up 
with because that will set us in 
the right direction.’

Paddy Tomkins is due to 
report on the review to the 
Scottish government by the 
end of this month.

Anyone who lives around 
the loch with a view of the 
water wishing to volunteer as 
a spotter or any boat owners 
wishing to offer support should 
contact Iain MacKinnon on 
01631 567922 or email Iain.
MacKinnon02@argyll-bute.
gov.uk.

By MARIAN MILLER Watch scheme launched for Loch Awe

Eye in the sky hope for inshore rescues

Emergency services could 
hear the men but could not 
see them because of poor 
visibility.

Mr Owen said: ‘That is the 

type of situation where the 
UAV’s thermal imaging would 
be useful. Also, we have a UAV, 
the Cybereye, that is ideal for 
coastal searches, as it has a 

out of range, a failsafe kicks 
in and the on-board computer 
returns it to a pre-programmed 
destination.

‘The technology is incredible: 
Another Australian UAV, 
which is no bigger than a dinner 
plate, can hover and is ideal 
for rescues from buildings and 
hostage situations.’

the multi-agency group that is 
looking at inland water rescues 
and has offered to lease a 
UAV, a water jet RIB and a 
4x4 off-road vehicle called a 
Springer.’

Mr Owen added: ‘The 
company would retain 
ownership of the equipment 
but it would leased on a call-
out basis.

local to operate it – in the same 

be employed - but that would 

‘The UAV could be deployed 
wherever it was needed – not 
just on Loch Awe.’

Donations to the Loch Awe rescue boat fund raising campaign can be made payable to: 
Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or make a 

donation at your local bank to account number 06015151 sort code 80-17-99 

AFTER discovering that 
her ex-partner of two years 
was in another relationship, 
an Oban woman smashed 
windows at his house in a 
jealous rage.

Helen Dunn, aged 43, of 
27 Nelson Road, pleaded 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week to breaking two 
windows at her ex-partner’s 
home and two windows of 
his new partner’s car and 
also admitted scratching her 
ex-partner and placing him 
in a state of fear and alarm.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said Dunn, a full-
time carer for her daughter, 
had not gone to the house 
with the intention of causing 
damage.

He said: ‘She heard 
through the bush telegraph 
that her ex-partner was in 
a relationship with another 
woman.

‘My client still felt strongly 
about him and was not happy 
about it. She knocked on the 
door but was ignored. She 
was already upset and fell 
into an uncontrollable rage. 
She is still coming to terms 
with the embarrassment and 
upset of the whole thing.’

was ordered to pay a total 
of £183 compensation and 

Court delivers
tough message
on weapons

Sudden shower on the A85
TRAFFIC passing by Dunbeg 
last Thursday morning got an 
unexpected wash as a spectacular 
fountain of water from a burst main 
arced over the road.

The spectacle, just past the Halfway 
House Filling Station and before the 
A85 junction with Dunbeg, was the 
result of a nearby contractor pulling 

the top off an air valve.
A Scottish Water spokesman 

said: ‘A contractor working in the 
Dunbeg area, not for Scottish Water, 
inadvertently pulled off the top of 
an air valve which releases air from 
the water main. This caused a burst 
to the water main. It was repaired 
within four hours.’

A motorcyclist heads for an unexpected drenching from a burst mains. 15_41burst02

Fears for
rural post
service

AN OBAN woman who 
made threatening phone 
calls to her daughter has 
been admonished at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Karen Maree MacGillivray, 
aged 48, of 13c Corran Brae, 
had previously admitting 
disorderly conduct by 
swearing and uttering threats 
at her daughter over the 
phone on July 25 last year.

Defence agent Stephen 
Macleod said his client 

alcohol at the time.

Daughter
threatened

AN OBAN man who 
admitted assaulting a man at 
the Wide Mouth Frog public 
bar at Dunstaffnage has had 
his sentence deferred for 
background reports.

Thomas Barr, aged 27, 
appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday where he 
pleaded guilty to breaking a 
glass on his victim’s head, 
to the man’s injury, on May 
3 of this year. Sentence was 
deferred to October 27.

A MAN who was found in 
possession of a knuckleduster with 
the word ‘killer’ written across it 
has been jailed for six months.

Oban Sheriff Court sent out a 
strong message that carrying of 
weapons would not be tolerated after 
John Mullen, aged 21, of 88 Native 
Park, Ballinery, Fife, pleaded guilty 
at court last Tuesday to possession 
of an offensive weapon, while on 
bail.

Mullen was in a car while visiting 
friends in Oban on September 10, 
when police attention was drawn to 
the vehicle.

Searched

‘He was searched and in his jacket 
pocket was a knuckleduster with a 
pointed end and the word ‘killer’ 
written on tape, wrapped around the 
handle.

‘He told police: ‘It’s mine. I forgot 
it was there. It’s just for protection.’

In sentencing Mullen, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said: ‘I want to make 
it clear to you, and others who are 
minded to carry weapons, that you 
can expect to receive a custodial 

sentence unless there are unusual 
circumstances. In your case there 
are no unusual circumstances.’

Sheriff Small added that the 
sentence would have been nine 
months, had Mullen not pled guilty 

Speaking afterwards, Mr Harris 
said: ‘The culture of violence that 
the carrying of weapons promotes 
has no place in our society and the 

such items can cause is obvious. 
‘The people of Oban and Argyll 

and Bute can be assured that myself 
and my staff will continue to work 
closely with the police to improve 
safety in this area. Those who seek 
to put that safety at risk by carrying 
weapons can fully expect to face the 
consequences of their actions.

‘This conviction and sentence 
sends a clear and powerful deterrent 
message that the possession of 
offensive weapons simply will not 
be tolerated in our communities. 
Those who commit these offences 
should be in no doubt that they will 
be brought to justice.’ 

Man with ‘killer’ knuckleduster
is jailed for six months

A COLLECTION box 
has been stolen from the 
Blythswood Charity Shop, 
situated only a few doors 
along from Oban Police 
Station in Albany Street.

The box was taken from the 
premises in the early hours 
of Monday morning. Police 
are seeking any witnesses to 
the incident to contact them 
on 01631 510 500.

Blythswood is a Christian 
charity that provides aid all 
over the world.

TWO PEOPLE were taken 
to Lorn and Islands Hospital 
with minor injuries following 
a head-on collision on the 
A85 in Lochawe village 
outside the Tight Line pub at 
11am on Monday. 

Two injured
in crash

MILLETS outdoor shop 
in Oban’s George Street 
is one of 89 stores across 
the country being closed 
by parent company Blacks 
Leisure Group Ltd.

A spokesman for the 
company was unable to say 
when the shop would close 
or how many employees 
would be affected because 
‘employee consultation is 
still on-going’.

The parent company has 
agreed with its bank Lloyds 
Banking Group to deliver a 
‘restructuring plan’ which 
includes the closure of its 
loss-making stores.

THERE is a genuine fear 
by postal workers in rural 
areas that Royal Mail’s 
proposed ‘modernisation’ 
will see services to the 
West Highlands and islands 
deteriorate.

A ballot for strike action by 
postal workers was due to 
close today (Thursday) and 
while one-off strike action 
of Communciation Workers 
Union (CWU) members is 
centred around the south of 
England this weekend, it 
will have a knock-on effect 
around the country.

Oban saw a one-day strike 
last month but postal workers 
in rural areas fear that 
ultimately those in remote 
and rural areas will suffer 
the most from Royal Mail’s 
proposed changes with mail 
deliveries gradually reducing 
in frequency.

Oban postal worker Roddie 
McCuish said: ‘They have 
had 50 meetings with unions 
to sort this matter out.

‘If you ask anyone if their 
postal service has improved 
since the last round of 
‘improvements’ then they 
say ‘no’.’

He said a letter posted in 
Criagnure, Mull, addressed 
to Tobermory would go to 
Oban and then Glasgow for 
sorting before being sent 
back to Mull via Oban for 
delivery.

o
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Man beat up
victim with
pool cue

Vet called after dogs left in car on hot day, court told

Teenage
drink driver
banned for
a year

Mull Lines A VISITOR to Islay who left 
three dogs locked in his car on 
a hot summer’s day has been 
fined £400 at Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court.

The temperature inside the 
car parked on Main Street, 
Bowmore, while its owner was 
visiting a distillery, reached as 

high as 23ºC and one of the 
dogs was in such a bad state 
that a vet was called.

Suffering
Damian Alexander Lord, 

aged 28, of 2 Laurel Court, 
Falkirk, pleaded guilty by 
letter to causing unnecessary 
suffering to three dogs, 

knowing or ought to have 
known that there would have 
been suffering by leaving the 
dogs in a locked and secured 
car in direct sunlight in a 
temperature of approximately 
23ºC for a duration of two-
and-a-quarter hours without 
water or fresh air.

The court heard last Thursday 

on June 24.
Summoned

‘By the time he came back 
to his car the vet had already 
been summoned,’ said depute 

She said all three dogs, a cocker 
spaniel, a German shorthaired 
pointer and a Japanese akita 
suffered dehydration and heat 
exhaustion, but the Japanese 
akita suffered the most 
because of its thick hair and 
a vet had to be called to the 
scene.

A TEENAGER from 

has a winning way with 
words after coming top 
of the Scottish Hydro and 
Oban Times Journalist 
competition.

Niall Malcolm from Nether 
Largie wrote a report on the 
recent Camanachd Cup Final 
between Fort William and 

range laptop for his efforts.
The report was published 

in The Oban Times.
The 13 year old, along with 

his dad, Ian, collected his 
prize from his Hydro Electric 
shop in Lochgilphead.

Niall said: ‘I was pretty 
shocked when I’d heard 
that I’d won. The laptop 
is coming in handy for my 
schoolwork.’

He added: ‘I think the 
hardest thing about writing 
the report was remembering 
the names of all the 
goalscorers.’

The Lochgilphead High 
pupil is a keen shinty fan, 
having just started training 

His father explained: ‘He’s 
taken up the shinty himself 
with no encouragement from 
me or my wife. We regularly 
go to watch the games in 
Oban, so Niall decided 
to enter the Oban Times’ 
competition. It’s fantastic he 
won, we’re very pleased and 
what a brilliant prize.’

of the Oban Times, said: 
‘Niall did extremely well 
and we were delighted with 
his efforts.’

Niall Malcolm from Kilmartin receives his laptop from Lochgilphead Hydro
 Electric shop manager, Carol Dewar. 06_a40hyd01

It’s hall up in the air
THE FUTURE of a new hall 
for the island of Coll could lie 
with an independent survey of 
islanders.

The £2.5 million An Cridhe 
project for a multi-purpose hall 
for the island community has 
come up against a stumbling 
block after a vote on whether 
or not the old hall should be 
sold to raise funds for the new 
one came out against the sale.

It is also understood that an 
objection was made to the 
Big Lottery against more than 
£850,000 being given to the 
project.

The postal vote run by the 
Electoral Reform Society 
commissioned by Coll 

Community Council saw 
78 per cent of those on the 
electoral register vote 47 
against and 44 for the sale of 
the old hall.

Following a meeting between 

and director Peter Wilson and 
Big Lottery and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise 
representatives last week, the 
Big Lottery has said it will be 
carrying out an independent 
survey on whether or not the 
island really wants a new 
hall.

‘I think Development Coll 
and the community were not 
aware the Lottery would put 

a great deal of stall on the 
sale of the hall,’ said Seoniad 
Maclean-Bristol, speaking for 
Development Coll.

‘The reason for the survey 
seems to be a combination of 
that one objection and the no 
vote on the sale of the hall.

‘Some people think the 
old hall should be used as 
a community asset in some 
other way, and another reason 
people want to keep hold of 
the hall is for nostalgia.

‘As far as the Lottery is 
concerned, we could be saying 
we need a new community hall 
because the old one doesn’t 
work as a community centre 

and then get public funding 
and then keep hold of the old 
hall and still use it as a hall.

 ‘If they think we don’t have 
enough community support, 
they will withdraw the money,’ 
said Seonaid.

However, from a quick 
petition around the island 
before last week’s meeting, 
it seems that more than half 
of the island is in favour of a 
new community centre.

Without the Big Lottery 
funding, other support 
dependent on lottery money 
could be lost, just at a time 

funding jigsaw are falling into 

place and an announcement 
for more than £750,000 of 
ERDF money is imminent.

Development Coll says An 
Cridhe – The Heart – would 
be used by a variety of 
organisations and age groups 
which cannot use the old hall 
for a number of reasons.

The new hall would have 
meeting rooms, a library and 
service information point, 
space for exhibitions and 
performances, be used by the 
primary school for sports and 
other activities, encourage new 
classes both educational and 
leisure orientated and would 
have recycling facilities.

By MARIAN MILLER £2.5 million Coll project stalled by Big Lottery

AN OBAN man has admitted 
severely injuring another man 
by hitting him on the head 
and body with a pool cue.

Darren MacIntyre, aged 34, 
of 5b Glenshellach Terrace, 
pled guilty at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week to striking 
the man repeatedly with 
the cue to severe injury and 

the Lancaster Hotel, Oban, 
on August 31. Sentence was 
deferred to October 27 for 
background reports. 

Thief avoids
custody
A MAN who stole a packet 
of crisps and sweets from an 
Oban shop was almost given 
a custodial sentence for the 
offence because of his long 
list of previous convictions.

Stuart Wilson, aged 35, 
who has been residing at 
Dunmor Lodge, appeared on 
a deferred sentence at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week, 
having earlier admitting 
stealing crisps and sweets at 
Albany Stores.

Sentencing Wilson to one 
year’s probation, Sheriff 
Douglas Small told him: 
‘It seems that on the last 
occasion you were given 
probation your behaviour 
seemed to improve, so I am 
giving you the chance of 
probation.

‘Because of your long list 
of previous convictions I am 
quite entitled to send you to 
a custodial sentence.’ 

A SCHOOL on Mull hopes to have its own version 
of TV programme Springwatch next year.

Salen Primary School has installed an outdoor 
wildlife camera system which can be recharged us-
ing a mini wind turbine and solar panel, and a nest 
box with colour camera.

The software will then be connected to classroom 
whiteboards so children can view the birds in action 
– just like Springwatch.

The school has already managed to focus the out-
door camera on a swallow’s nest this year and are 
looking forward to much more wildlife watching 
next year.

Money for the project came from the Mull white 
tailed sea-eagle project and prize money from the 
Rolls Royce science competition.

Pupils have bat boxes and insect habitats 
around the school.

Pupils at Salen Primary School show off new 
bird watching equipment. 

Write stuff wins Niall a laptop

AN APPRENTICE stonema-
son has been banned from 
driving for one year after 
admitting driving under the 

Derek Holton, aged 19, 
of 2 Tobhar Ossian Drive, 
Oban, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday to 
driving a car while slightly 
over the legal alcohol limit 
on July 25 this year. 

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said: ‘He had been 
playing shinty in Glenorchy 
and after the game had gone 
to the pub in Loch Awe 
where he had two pints and 
this was some time before he 
was stopped by police.

‘He had been engaged in 
active exercise and not eaten 
and believed two beers over 
a long period of time would 
not affect him.’

£320.

NEWLY-retired musical 
instrument teacher David 
Mason got the surprise of 
his life when he realised 
that a function he was 
going to in Oban was all 
about him.

Principal teacher of mu-
sic at Oban High School 

-
ised the ‘This is Your Life’ 
evening for the instrument 
teacher, who taught pupils 
of primary and secondary 

age all around Oban and 
Lorn woodwind, percus-
sion and brass.

Twenty-one members 
of David’s family were 
on hand to witness the 
story of his life as well as 
former pupils, who had 
come as far as London 
to take part, and students 
and parents of students 
past and present, who all 
a packed into the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls.

Oban High’s wind band, 
Oban High School Pipe 
Band, the school’s choir, 

pupils and many others 
played and paid tribute to 
the teacher, who retired at 
the end of June. A buffet 
and a special cake were 
followed by a ceilidh.

David, originally from 
Dunstaffnage, was an 
instrument teacher for 35 
years in North Argyll.

David Mason, waving, with family and friends at his ‘This is Your Life’ 
ceilidh. 15_t40dave01

David, This is Your Life!

AS AUTUMN weather returns 
and winter gales get nearer, 
people living on Gigha want 
to know why work has not yet 
started on the promised plans to 
solve problems at the Tayinloan 
Pier.

Earlier this year Argyll and 
Bute Council announced that 
Tayinloan Pier is to have more 
than £2 million spent on it to 
solve the weed and silt problems 
that play havoc with the Gigha 
ferry service every winter.

When the berth closes, as it 
has done frequently, it means 
a longer ferry service via 

The work agreed will modify 
the causeway at Tayinloan and 
extend the existing breakwater; 
£400,000 will be spent in the 

£2.225m in 2010-11 with the 
money taken from the council’s 
capital budget for piers and 
harbours.

Argyll and Bute Council leader 
Dick Walsh said this option was 

the most expensive solution, but 
provides a solution to all the 
problems.

‘We were told the work would 
start in September and the 
month has come and gone,’ an 
islander said.

The pier was on the agenda of 
the Argyll and Bute executive 
meeting on September 17.

A spokeswoman for the 
council said that the executive 
approved the tender for design 
and project management and 
an appointment will be made 
very shortly. This will enable 
detailed design to be undertaken 
and a tender for the construction 
work to be let. 

She said: ‘To date, there 
has been both a hydrological 
study and a sedimentation 
modelling analysis undertaken. 
‘In respect of the weed 
accumulation, we already have 
a dredger operating in Argyll 
and Bute and have instructed 
preliminary dredging to be 
carried out at Tayinloan.’

Islanders question delay
over work on pier

INSTEAD of having an open house last week, the 
islanders of Coll and Tiree were treated to an open 
boat. With many folks, young and old, coming out 
to see the Tobermory RNLI lifeboat from Mull, the 
crew said it was a big success. 

Lifeboat coxswain Phil Higson said: ‘It was great 
to have the opportunity to meet so many people 
from the islands and show them around the boat. 
We were really pleased to see so many of the kids 
and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.’

Youngsters enjoy seeing around the lifeboat.

THE window for promoting a new ferry 
service out of Campbeltown in time for 
next summer is closing fast, according 
to a prominent Tarbert trader. 

Ian Macintyre, who is also chairman of 
the Mid Argyll Chamber of Commerce, 
gave the warning at a meeting of the 

Campbeltown last week.
Link

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and Bute, 
said the Scottish government should 
press ahead with a link to Ballycastle 
with or without Irish partners. 

‘Time running out’ for ferry link

TO help the ever-expanding 
voluntary sector in Argyll and 
Bute, money has been obtained 
to carry out a number of training 
events around the area over the 
winter months.

Argyll and Bute Volunteer 
Centre, in partnership with 
Argyll CVS and ABSEN, the 
social enterprise network, has 
gained funding from Fairer 
Scotland and LEADER to 

provide the training.
Courses, from committee skills 

to bidding for public sector 
contracts, can be delivered 
locally in one day or a half day 
or evening sessions, covering all 
aspects of voluntary work.

awareness, is on Mull on 
October 29. More information 
at www.argyllcommunities.org/
TSP or call 01631 569545. 

Training courses available

John Kennedy

T A X I S
Ring and ride 
service taxi 

service, minibus 
and coach hire, 

Island tours.

01879 220 419 
Crossapol

T
wo adrenaline-fuelled sporting events will take place on the Isles of Tiree and Coll 
next week.  From Saturday 10 - Friday 16 October, the world’s best windsurfers 
will descend upon the Isle of Tiree for the UK’s premier windsurfing competition, 
the Tiree Wave Classic and on Thursday 15 October the Caledonian MacBrayne 
Coll Challenge, a tri-sport adventure race, will return for the second year running.

The Tiree Wave Classic was set up in 1986 and at the 6-day event, 

waves off this remote and exposed island.

Tourism Minister, Jim Mather, commented:

-

a tri-sport adventure race, is due to return 
for its second year and will take place on 

challenge includes running 2 miles along 

Coll where the competitors will race a half 

per person.

-

contacts visiting the region to cover the event.

Jesper Øhlenschlæger, CEO of Skykon, commented:

has great synergy with our company. Skykon is a supplier of 
tower solutions and wind technology components to the wind 

-

For more information on the Tiree Wave Classic or the 
Coll Challenge, please visit www.tireewaveclassic.com 
or call GMFCo on 0141 248 6151.

THE ISLE OF TIREE, SCOTLAND
Saturday 10 - Friday 16 October

TIREE WAVE CLASSIC
THE

2009

Sponsored by 
M.V. Lady Jayne Boat Trips
Telephone: 01680 300444
Web: www.mullcharters.com

o
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Oban High
School
news

Former Oban hotel worker jailed for 10 months
£320A FORMER employee of an 

Oban Hotel who went on a 

on September 22 of last year 

as Scottish Calor Village of the Year 

Wonderful

Duncan MacLachlan, chairman  of Arrochar and Tarbert 
Community Development Trust, holds high the plaque presented 

by Calor Gas Limited.

millimetre plastic main which will 
properties in the street when we 

son Musashi Miller. 

ALL watches at Oban 

Target

£3 million to help with 

at car wash

police car he began to act 

• Do you have
 a story for

The Oban Times?
Call our reporters

on 01631-568000

ScotRail puts
staff First

Oban railway station has 

spaces closest to the station are 

spaces closest to the platform at 

operational reasons for staff 

When it comes to car parking spaces....

By LOUISE LEE

‘ScotRail should have two space for 
dropping-off purposes’ – taxi driver

We are currently consigning 
items suitable for inclusion in our 
forthcoming Winter Fine Sales 
Programme.  Items of particular 
interest include Fine Pictures, Jewellery 
& Silver, Ceramics & Glass, Furniture, 
Clocks, Works of Art, Rugs and 
Arms & Armour.

To arrange a free and confidential 
valuation of items suitable for 
inclusion in our sales please contact 
Susan Bouwens on 0141 223 8866 or 
email: susan.bouwens@bonhams.com

Bonhams
The Beacon
176 St Vincent Street
Glasgow G2 5SG
0141 223 8866
www.bonhams.com

Art and Antiques
An Invitation To Consign
Edinburgh

Illustrated
Samuel John Peploe, RSA 
(British, 1871-1935) 
Mull and Ben More from 
Martyr's Bay, Iona
Sold for £120,000 December 2007

as part of a storytelling festival. Jamaican cultural icon 

be in Scotland for the Scottish International Storytelling 

form of traditional Caribbean storytelling and has been 
referred to as ‘one of the most dynamic and charismatic 
proponents of storytelling; a special and rare talent’. 

important part Scotland has played in Jamaican history, 

people and politics in an evening of story and laughter.

th year, is based at the Scottish Storytelling Centre 

climate change, peak oil and consumerism.

Councillor Roddie McCuish hands over the keys to the 
noticeboard to Rob Chipchase, centre, and Jim Edge. 

15_t41notice01

Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000
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Oban, North and Lorn community Police Constable Danny McBeth recently visited 
Lochnell Primary School in Benderloch to talk to pupils in the primary one/two 

class about keeping safe. 

Community policeman 
visits Lochnell primary

Appin
PRESIDENT Margaret Ross welcomed 

17.

Around the Rurals

Solo season 
draws to a 
close

gold medals who were let 

No 1 

The Sister’s Lament

Left Hand 

Springbank
Invitational
SINCE the major solo 

New Piping CD
The

Oban Times 

Robert Wallace.  

The Piping Times 

Glenfiddich
THE NEXT

Piping Scene.

The Piping Scene    
By HUGH MACCALLUM

Lively London ceilidh dance

Send your community news to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email         
editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Morag MacIntyre of Worthing, West Sussex, previously of Oban, is pictured reading 
The Oban Times at the elephant orphanage at Pinnawela, Sri Lanka. Pictured with 
Morag is Ann Calder whose brother, Bruce Blackadder, lives on Mull. Her nephew 

Neil Blackadder lives in Connel.

The Oban Times in Sri Lanka

Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Church funds

Mrs Stewart also sold 

Story behind 
knitting
needles

Amnesty Bash
THE MOST

Kilchrenan
Your correspondent is 
Marilyn Henderson: 
01866 833201

Avich and 
Kilchrenan
Community
Council

Something
Different

Water supply
 water 

(ICE).

Engineer’s
success
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Walkers on 
the way up
LOCHABER and Lorn 
Walkers group are inviting 
members of the public to 
join them on a climb of Ben 
Challum, Tyndrum, next 
Thursday.

The party will climb to 
the South Top - 3,273 feet/ 
998m- over grass and on to 
the main top. Distance is 
nine miles - 14kms - height 
climbed 3,300 feet/1,000m. 

Meet at 8.30am at Glencoe 
car park. 

Bring a packed lunch. 
Leader is Ivan Smith, contact 
01855 811799. 

Assistant leader is Gavin 
Theobald.

Planning applications
LOCHABER Housing Association has 
lodged plans with Highland Council to 
demolish the former Fort William Fire 
Station, Claggan Road, Claggan, and 

MR AND Mrs Duncan and Evelyn 
Gray of Millstone, Fabuie, Inverness, 
are applying for planning permission 
to convert a former church at Blaich, 
Ardgour, into a house and for 
retrospective permission for removing 
the church roof.

HIGHLAND Portfolio Limited is 

in Condition 3 and 8 of planning 
permission 15/00389/OUTLO – the 
formation of an access road and parking 
provision at the former Cameron’s 
Garage, Onich.

ARDTORNISH Estate Company 
is applying for permission to build 
20 houses on land east of Achnaha, 
Lochaline, Morvern.

ON THE traditional 
accordion scene, Iain Joseph 
MacDonald is right up there 
among the best of them. 

Brought up and still living 
in Roy Bridge, he is known 
far and wide as ‘IJ’. 

IJ is in the old traditional 
mould of being self taught, 
which has many advantages.  
For a start, the self taught 
musician develops a style 
of playing that is unique.  
In other words, he did not 
come through a progression 
of tutors starting at a very 
early age.

Mind you this self taught 
thing can also be a breeding 
ground for developing bad 
habits. But with IJ, through 
sheer hard work, he is in the 
top bracket of highland box 
players.

IJ has had his own band 
on the circuit since he was 
a young man. Apart from 
performing at dances, 
ceilidhs, festivals and 
weddings, Iain does a lot of 
overseas performances. By 
overseas, I don’t mean Barra 
or Tiree - we are talking of 
countries in various parts of 
the world.

Recently, I was guest at 
Wick Fiddle and Box Club 
and all I heard from so many 
members of the audience was 
the great night they had with 
Iain Joseph MacDonald’s 
band the previous week. One 
gentleman actually thought 
he was my son, as his words 
were ‘he even speaks like 
you’.

Iain is a multi talented 
performer, there is no 
question about it. He could 
make it big as a stand-up 
comic and impersonator.  
Indeed, he makes me laugh 
more than Rory Bremner!

I think he would go 
down big time if we could 
get him on television 
impersonating all our 
highland stars such as Iain 
MacKay, John Carmichael,  
Alan Henderson, Duncan 
Chisholm, Donald MacRae, 
Addie Harper, Neil Sinclair, 
Norman MacLean, Donald 
Angie and, of course, Fergie.  
The list is endless. The guy 
is fantastic.

We have to do something 
about it and get IJ TV 
exposure.

What really makes Iain 

SHINTY star Ronald Ross was among the 

last Wednesday, held at Kinlochleven’s new all-
weather pitch.

When he is not knocking in goals for Kingussie, 
Ronald is the Camanachd Association’s shinty 

players across the Highlands and Islands.

Brian Bell, rugby community coach Steven Traill, 

and SFA coach Peter Budge all took sessions.

South Lochaber primary schools each getting an 
hour of tuition on football, rugby and shinty in 
rotating 20-minute sessions.

Ronald reckoned the games day combined with 
the cracking new pitch would bode well for local 

shinty. He told The Oban Times: ‘Days like today 
can do nothing but good because the kids will 
link into Ballachulish Shinty Club. This can only 

The games’ co-organiser, active schools co-
ordinator Tracy Jeffrey said: ‘Today is a chance 
for all the children to see the new facility as well 
as try out sports on it. A lot of them will be coming 
to the high school here next year.’

Man saved 
from
Ben Nevis
A MAN was saved on Ben 
Nevis on Saturday after 
collapsing from hypothermia 
in brutal conditions.

Fellow walkers came 
across the disorientated man 
in horizontal sleet and snow 
near the summit around 
2.30pm and took turns to 
help him down.

Three members of the party 
also began to suffer from 
the cold and went on ahead, 
leaving one man with the 
victim to guide him down 
to Corner 3 on the zig-zags 
where they met Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team 
coming to their aid.

The 59-year-old was taken 
to Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, where he was 
treated for hypothermia.

John Stevenson of Lochaber 
MRT said: ‘If those boys had 
not helped him he would not 
have survived the night. He 
had no idea where he was. 
He was quite out of it.’

A DUROR woman jumped 

parachute jump to raise 
money for the charity she 
works for.

her sponsored sky dive jump 
on behalf of Crossroads 
Lochaber (Caring for 
Carers) over Strathallan in 
Perthshire.

Tandem
Carinne launched herself 

from the tiny Cessna 206 
strapped to the back of 
instructor Uni Fernanbez for 
the tandem jump in perfect 
autumn conditions.

stand out from the modern 
day dance band leaders is his 
timing for ceilidh dancing.  
Perfect timing that one can 
dance to. 

The gift is enhanced by the 
fact he himself is a dancing 
fanatic.  His intricate 
footwork is breathtaking!

Another great gift that Iain 
has is his wonderful ability to 
accompany singers, usually 
Gaelic singers. I know of 
Gaelic singers who are 
presented with an elaborate 
musical introduction for 
their song and then suddenly 
take off on a different key 
altogether. Here is where 
the self taught thing kicks 

and immediately adjusts 
accompaniment accordion 
backing to suit the singer.  A 

IJ is also a sought after 
musician by other top line 
groups and bands as he is 
also a top line keyboard 
player. An extremely 
versatile traditional music 
musician - but outstanding 
on the accordion.

Tutoring young musicians 
is another of his musical 
talents.

On summing up Iain Joseph 
MacDonald, I must suggest 
he gets cracking and starts 
working on an album and I 
don’t suggest that it be an 
album playing jigs, reels and 
marches on his accordion.

He has to expose all his 
other talents so that not 
only do the dance hall 

gifted entertainer, but also 
the thousands of others who 
do not frequent the ceilidh 
dance scene.

He is a modest person and 
needs a push. Iain is going 
to be a big name in the very 
near future. So ‘go for it’ 
Iain.

Fergie’s news
STEPHEN at The Rowantree 
has invited me to play at his 
restaurant/bar on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of the 
Mod week.

John has just broken into 
the Great Britain Clay Target 
Shooting Squad.  He will not 
be there and Morven has 
a hotel full of hunting and 
stalking guests.

Hugh MacCallum will 
be there and guess who 
else?  The man I’ve been 
writing about - Iain Joseph 
MacDonald. The Gaelic 
singers will be delighted 
about this.

New CD
A NEW CD will be launched 
at The Rowantree during the 
Mod.

It is a BBC Take the Floor 
recording. The title is BBC 
Radio Scotland present 
Fergie and John MacDonald, 
live from Achiltibuie.

Iain Joseph MacDonald
- Roy Bridge.

Iain Joseph MacDonald

Ronald Ross, third left at rear, sports coaches and South Lochaber schoolchildren at the Celtic Games day.

Fears voiced over 
school bus safety

Carinne and Uni plummet towards earth from 10,000 
feet.

After a few seconds freefall 
from 10,000 feet, the chute 
opened safely and student 

earth and an incident-free 
landing.

Carinne, a care worker and 
moving and handling trainer 
for Crossroads would like 
to thank family, friends and 
supporters of Crossroads for 
their very kind donations 
towards the £300 total.

‘It was absolutely terrifying 

it was wonderful,’ Carinne 
told The Oban Times.

Carinne’s charity leap 
boosts Crossroads 

Celtic Games a winner at new Kinlochleven all-weather pitch

MÒD IONADAIL Rois an 
Iar Dheis (South West Ross 
Provincial Mod) opened last 
Thursday with more than 
50 competitors taking part 
in the chanter and piping 
competitions at Kyle Primary 
School.

Adjudicators were Iain 
MacFadyen and Decker 
Forrest.  The remaining 
events were held the next day 
at Plockton High School and 
Hostel. Pupils from Kyle, 
Sleat, Elgol, Broadford, 
Kyleakin, Plockton, Glenelg, 
Loch Duich and Lochcarron 
primaries all took part, as 
well as pupils from both 
Portree and Plockton high 
schools.

Friends and parents 
encouraged the children 
throughout the competition 
which coincided with 
Plockton High School’s 
fund-raising coffee morning 
for Macmillan Cancer Relief. 
Prizewinners returned to the 

Broadford Primary School with their medals and trophies from the South West Ross 
Mod.

Results
Action Song, 1 Bunsgoil a’ Phluic; Chanter: A 
Grade, 1 Sean Grant, Kyle 2 Robert MacInnes, 
Lochcarron 3 Christopher Townend, Plockton 4 
Lilidh Berry, Auchtertyre (5=) Alison MacRae, 
Kyle and Ella Meekham, Kyle. B Grade, 1 Duncan 
Watt, Elgol 2 Matthew Young, Lochcarron 3 Martin 
MacRae, Kyleakin 4 Ryan Grant, Kyle 5 Meghan 
O’Kane, Kyle. Piping: Grade A March, Strathspey 
and Reel, 1 Brighde Campbell 2 Lea MacLeod 3 
Crisdean MacDonald 4 Calum Forsyth 5 Kenneth 
Rankin; Grade B March, 1 James Roxburgh 2 
Kristen Finlayson; Grade B Strathspey and Reel, 
1 James Roxburgh 2 Kristen Finlayson; Gaelic 
Air 1 Brighde Campbell 2 Seumas O’Baoighill 3 
Lea MacLeod 4 Crisdean MacDonald 5= Kristen 
Finlayson and Calum Forsyth. Accordion:
Beginners 1 Cameron Sharp, Plockton; 
Intermediate: 1 Eilidh Coghill, Plockton HS 2 Kylie 
MacDonald, Ard-sgoil Phort Righ; Advanced: 1 
Christopher MacDonald, Ard-sgoil Phort Righ. 
Guitar: Beginners 1 Billie Kuggelman, Glenelg. 
Piano: Beginners 1 Cailean Campbell, Broadford 
2 Alison MacRae, Plockton HS; Intermediate: 
1 Christy MacRae, Plockton HS; Advanced 1 
Heather Shelley, Plockton HS. Whistle: Beginners
1 Matthew Grimmer, Plockton; Fiddle: Beginners:
1 Brìghde Rankin, Plockton 2 Aoife Ni Bhaoighill, 
Bun-sgoil Shleite 3 Jordan Lane, Glenelg; 
Intermediate: 1 Ella Munro, Plockton HS 2 Kylie 
MacDonald, Ard-sgoil Phort-Righ; Advanced: 
1 Seumas O’Baoighill, Plockton HS 2 Mhairi 
MacKinnon, Plockton HS. Clàrsach: Beginners: 1 
Kirsty Watt, Elgol Primary School 2 Molly Carter, 
Elgol Primary School 3 Megan MacLeod, Plockton 
Primary School. Results continued next week.

high school in the evening to 
entertain parents and friends 
and Dr John Adamson 
presented prizes.

Music adjudicators for 
the day were David Boag, 
Sara Leslie, Karen MacRae, 
and John Howieson, while 
Farquhar MacLennan, 

Peggy Mackintosh, Margaret 
Macquarrie and Ceitidh 
Smith judged the Gaelic 
sections. Many competitors 
now go on to compete in the 
Royal National Mod in Oban, 
which begins tomorrow. 

South West Ross Mod 
secretary Barbara Smith told 

The Oban Times organisers 
were delighted at the turnout 

since 2006. 
‘We are really keen to make 

sure it becomes an annual 
event,’ she said. ‘There was 
so much more support this 
year.’

South West Ross Provincial Mod success

TRANSPORT arrangements for 
children attending the Gaelic unit 
at Fort William RC Primary are ‘a 
nightmare’ for parents, it is being 
claimed.

to Fort William every day - a round 
trip of 36 miles - because she feels 
the free public transport on offer is 
unsafe and complicated. 

Eileen O’Rua said: ‘We live in 

school. We have been offered free 
school transport, but are not happy 
with the service. I wonder how safe 

my daughter is while travelling on 
public transport. The journey time 
home is very long and she has to either 
change bus en-route or be dropped 
off a distance from the school. I 
have already spoken to the Highland 
Council and I do not think they are 
taking my concerns seriously. I prefer 
to drive my daughter to school in the 
car but I will not be able to do this 

and reliable service to be in place, 
not just for my daughter, but anyone 
travelling to Fort William.’

Highlands and Islands regional 
MSP David Stewart said a possibile 

dedicated Gaelic school in Fort 
William meant present transport 
arrangements should be looked at.

He said: ‘These youngsters are 
often using mixed routes and buses, 
as well as travelling alone and this 
clearly is not suitable for those 
in primary one. Sending children 
off to school is a daunting enough 
thought for most parents, but to 
put them through such a broken up 
and complicated journey must be a 
nightmare for parents.’ 

Highland Council has written to 
Mrs O’Rua explaining the situation. 
Similar arrangements have operated 

successfully in other parts of 
the Highlands for many years, a 
spokesperson said.

He added: ‘White Heather is 
willing to ensure their daughter’s 

is available for her.  This service will 
take her to the school’s top entrance 
on Victoria Road avoiding any need 
to walk. We realise going to school 

particularly when the school is miles 
away from home. However I believe 
the transport we are providing meets 
the needs, including the need to have 
regard to the safety of pupils.’

EIGHTEEN ladies attended courses 
organised by Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust on Monday on how to recycle 
wool.

Janette Borwick from Glenborrodale 
instructed on the art of felt making and 
in the evening Kate Campbell from the 
Ariundle Centre, Strontian, showed 
how to wash, dye, card and spin wool. 

Many ladies attending have sheep 
of their own and with wool worthless 
on the open market goods made from 
Lochaber wool will soon be on sale 
locally!

Wool recycling course

Through advertising within the local Regional newspaper Gary from 
Beaver Timber has doubled his turn over since he took over the 
business 2½years ago.

Gary said ’we are up by 27% from this time last year’ this is fantastic 
news in the height of a recession.

It is vital for local businesses to advertise through a recession and the 
Oban Times and West Highland Times is the most cost effective way 
to keep your business in the spotlight.

Beaver Timber has presence most weeks within our titles, covering 
most of the West Coast of Scotland and Islands reaching over *69,350 
potential customers each week.

special offers. 

Barcaldine, By Oban
Tel: 01631 720353
Mob: 07861 247 237
Email: info@beavertimber.co.uk
www.beavertimber.co.uk

Company Secretary

by Fergie MacDonald

Fergie’s Folk
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THE SCOTTISH 
government’s ‘National 
Conversation’ came to Oban 
on Monday night with two 
ministers on hand to answer 
questions.

Billed as a ‘review’ to 
‘further strengthen the 
responsibilities of the Scottish 
parliament’, members of 
the public are being asked 
by the SNP government to 
comment, debate and discuss 
the future of Scotland as it 
looks towards a referendum 
on independence at the end 
of 2010.

Fergus Ewing MSP, 
minister for community 
safety, and Stewart 
Stevenson, MSP, minister 
for transport, infrastructure 
and climate change, outlined 
how far the Scottish 
parliament had come in the 
past 10 years and issues that 
it could or should face in the 
future such as borrowing, 
defence, identity cards, 
climate change, drinking 
driving limits and elections.

Determine
‘We believe that you, the 

people, have the right to 
determine Scotland’s future 
and no-one else,’ said Mr 
Ewing.

A question and answer 
session with the audience of 
between 40-50 members of 
the public saw questions on a 
range of subjects from Road 
Equivalent Tariff, utility 
companies digging up roads, 
the costs of independence, 
disparity between capital 
spent on the east coast and 
the west coast, the inability 
of the Scottish government 
to borrow capital, anti-social 
behaviour, Scotland’s role 
in reducing climate change, 
Scotland’s position in the UK 
army, the cost of student fees 
in an independent Scotland 
to future generations, social 
conscription, the banking 
system and a shipping 
register for Scotland.

More information on 
the National Conversation 
and other events can be 
found at www.scotland.
gov.uk/Topics/a-national-
conversation.

Praise for
recycling
work

Talking for
Scotland

A ‘HIGH risk’ freed rapist 
who tried to lure a 14-year-
old girl to his home with 
the promise of drink and 
drugs has been given a life 
sentence.

David McMillan, 33, 
began phoning the girl days 
after being released from 
prison, for which police had 
prepared by taking out a 

Sexual Offences Prevention 
Order against him, barring 
him against unsupervised 
contact with any female 
child.

McMillan’s record 
included the ‘appallingly 
evil’ rape of an elderly Oban 
spinster in 1996 when he 
was a teenager. McMillan, 
an unemployed hotel worker 

from Wishaw, Lanarkshire, 
broke into the home of the 
73-year-old retired teacher 
late at night. 

Evil
The judge in the rape case, 

Lord Milligan, described it 
as an almost unimaginable 
and appalling evil crime. He 
had grave doubts about when 
it would be safe to release 

McMillan and imposed a life 
sentence.

Appeal judges later ruled 
that a life term was excessive 
and substituted a sentence of 
nine years.

In 2007, McMillan tried 
to entice a 13-year-old girl 
from a public park. He was 
jailed for 18 months.

Lord Brodie said at the 

High Court in Edinburgh 
this week that he was 

criteria had been met for the 
latest offence, and he should 
impose an order for lifelong 
restriction.

 It means McMillan will be 
released from custody only 
when it is deemed safe by 
the parole board, and will be 

supervised for the rest of his 
life and liable to be recalled 
to jail.

Lord Brodie ordered that 
McMillan should not be 
allowed to apply for parole 
until he had served at least 
18 months in prison, and 
backdated that period to 
August last year when he 
had been taken into custody.

Rapist who tried to lure girl to his home is jailed for life

AN INNOVATIVE branding 
concept used to promote 
recycling on Mull, Iona 
and Tiree has received 
praise from a leading global 
environment body.

The scheme, Waste Aware, 
is designed to increase 
recycling by explaining the 
variety of products that can 
be recycled and how to do 
so.

Mull, Iona and Tiree have 
been named as playing a key 
part in achieving the Scottish 
government’s aim of a Zero 
Waste Scotland.

As part of the new 
approach, promotional 
materials  featured images of 
the recyclable products – e.g. 
brand name milk cartons, 
cereal boxes, newspapers 
and catalogues – alongside 
an image of the recycling 
container or bag into which 
they should be placed.

Flexible

from Waste Aware Scotland 
– which has already been 
adopted by 27 Scottish local 
authorities including Argyll 
and Bute – was awarded the 
International Solid Waste 
Association’s prestigious 
Communication Award  for 
being a shining example 
of how best to promote 
recycling to the public. 

The award was presented 
to Waste Aware Scotland 
by Scottish environment 
secretary Richard Lochhead 

of Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 

campaign is also set for 
recognition at the ISWA 
World Congress next month 
in Lisbon. 

LITTLE Learners Nursery in Dunstaffnage was delighted to receive an East Safe Award for the high standards in which 
the toddlers snacks and meals are prepared. Cook, Deirdre MacVicar, said: ‘We like to provide children with a good choice 

of healthy snacks and meals.’ 08_t41learners01

Nursery learns it has received Eat Safe Award

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim Mather discusses the big issues with Soroba residents. 16_t41sor01

RESIDENTS of Soroba met 
with politicians to thrash out 
solutions to the problems 
facing Oban’s largest housing 
scheme.

The meeting was hosted by 
Soroba Community Association 
and chaired by Argyll and 
Bute MSP Jim Mather, who 
encouraged everyone to have 
their say.

One of the more emotive 
subjects covered was that of 
the proposed community centre 
and the proposed all-weather 
sports pitch, which has been 17 
years in planning.

Uncertainty
There have been a small 

number of objections to the 
plans and the meeting heard that 
there has also been uncertainty 
over who owns the land for the 
proposed site.

Also present at the meeting 
were councillors Donald ‘Skye’ 
McIntosh, Roddie McCuish 
and Donald MacDonald and 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association regional manager 
Iona MacPhail.

Soroba Community 
Association chairman Andy 

Harper said: ‘We were really 
pleased to have Mr Mather 

anyone above council level has 
come to our meeting.

‘We have a third of Oban’s 
population but where are the 
amenities? Where’s the post 

‘It’s a really tight community 
here and everybody knows each 
other but we need a community 
centre, somewhere for the 
kids to go and play and for the 
pensioners to go and have a cup 

of tea with their friends. It’s not 
an unreasonable request.’

Mr Mather explained that 
the meeting was an attempt to 
encourage the Soroba residents 
to help in the development of 
their area.

Spirit
He said: ‘I want them to get 

a sense of active citizenship, 
so that they can build on the 
community spirit they have 
here. I want to see continuous 
improvement in the area, rather 
than managed decline.

‘These types of meeting get 
people talking to each other 
and you see how people get 
animated.’

Mr Mather has held similar 
talks across the country, 30 of 
them in Argyll.    

Councillor McIntosh said: 
‘This meeting was called to 
decide how to take Soroba 
forward and to end the stigma 
attached to the place. I don’t 
like people putting ‘anything 
but Soroba’ on their housing 
applications.’

Soroba comes under spotlight
By EUAN PATERSON

Transport
hub under
threat
PLANS to bring about a 
transport hub in Oban town 
centre to improve links 
between ferries, buses and 
trains are in danger of being 
scuppered over a set of 
sidings.

But Network Rail says 
it is willing to continue 
discussions with Argyll and 
Bute Council despite failing 
to attend any recent meetings 
between interested parties.

The council’s spokesman 
for transportation Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre said 
Network Rail had initially 
agreed that there was no 
future to its sidings at Oban 
railway station and would 
support a study into creating 
a hub.

‘We would never have 
gone ahead if they had said 
they were not going to co-
operate or the sidings were 
not going to be available,’ he 
said.

Study
Faber Maunsell was 

commissioned to carry 
out the study on behalf 
of the council and other 
stakeholders including 
Hitrans, CalMac, CMAL, 
Network Rail, ScotRail and 
Scottish Citylink to identify 
constraints and issues and 
come up with options to 
improve links.

A spokesman for Network 
Rail said there had been 
discussion with the local 
authority but the company 
had never agreed it would 
give up the sidings which 
were still used.

He said Network Rail 
was still happy to talk to 
the council to come up with 
proposals for a hub.

He added that for the 
sidings to be taken out of use, 
Network Rail would have to 
go through a consultation 
process with users and there 
could be objections.

Councillor MacIntyre said: 
‘We will certainly pursue it 
with them.’

Gary Shaw and Bethan Roberts using their cooker in their camper van that CalMac 
considered a commercial vehicle. 16_t41barra01

Cheap travel
goes down
the pan
Couple charged TRIPLE ferry fare
because camper has no toilet

WHEN IS a van not a camper van? When 
it does not have a toilet. At least, that is 
what a couple from Wales were told when 
they tried to board the 3.45pm CalMac 
sailing to Barra on Tuesday afternoon.

The holidaymakers, from Pwellheli in 
Wales, were making their way to Barra 

thanks to the reduced fares offered by 
the Road Equivalent Tariff. But when 
they turned up in Oban with their van, a 
home-converted Renault Master, CalMac 
staff told them that they could not travel 
on their ticket, purchased online, as they 
were in a commercial vehicle. Instead, 
they would have to pay commercial rates 
– tripling the fare.

Gary Shaw and partner Bethan Roberts 
were astounded. Ms Shaw said: ‘There 
are adverts all over the television asking 
people to come to the Scotland islands 
using the  reduced fares and I cannot 
believe we have been turned away. 

‘The staff at the ferry terminal were 
great – but special staff down for the week 
decided that our camper van was not a 
camper van and they took us out of the 

Mr Shaw said: ‘It is a camper van in 
Wales, I cannot understand why it is not 
a camper van in Scotland. It measures 5.4 

– I made them myself, but it doesn’t have 

problem is. 
‘I told the ticket inspector that I had a 

bucket that I could use as a toilet but he 
didn’t agree with me.’

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘We can 
understand this couple’s frustration, 

it is a windowed vehicle with permanent 
living facilities. Having inspected this 

description and it is therefore classed 
as a commercial vehicle and charged at 
the  commercial vehicle rate.’

Story by LOUISE LEE
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Those Were The Days

MyVillage
Dalmally

What makes Dalmally spe-
cial?

Dalmally has wonderful 
scenery, partly because of 
the many hills and glens 
that attract walkers. We are 
also close to the Munro Ben 
Cruachan, which is popular 
among climbers. Dalmally 
can be peaceful but never 
dull; there is always 
something going on.
 Does it have an interesting 
history?

European travellers 
inhabited this area from as 
early as 4,000 years BC, 
settling by the lochs and 
rivers.

Even before Christian 
times, the site of Dalmally 
church is said to have been 
used by neolithic people as 

record of a church is the 14th

century.
St Conan’s Well, opposite 

the police station car park, 
is said to have been blessed 
by a saint in the 7th century 
AD.

According to local legend, 
Robert the Bruce crossed the 
River Orchy here on his way 
to defeating MacDougall 
at the Battle of the Pass of 
Brander in 1308.

Another legendary 
crossing, this time by ferry 
near Orchy Bank, was by 
MacLain of Glencoe on his 
fateful journey to Invergarry 
in February 1692.

1791 saw a new industry 
coming to the glen with the 
building of the iron works at 
Taynuilt and the demand for 
timber for charcoal burning.

The pipe tune, The Hills of 
Glen Orchy, I believe is very 
old and had its origins in the 
north of England, where the 
original ironworkers came 
from.

Another change in the 
village was the building 
of the Cruachan Hydro 
Scheme. The school roll 
rose from about 35 to 100 
in a few months and many 
of the workers stayed in the 
area after it was built.

Probably the most 
important development in 
the village’s history was the 
building of the Callander 
and Oban railway, which 
was completed to Dalmally 
in 1877.

Now, instead of drove 
roads radiating out from the 
village, there was easy access 
to and from central Scotland 
and beyond. Dalmally 
remained the rail head until 
the line was completed to 

Iain McIntyre has lived in Dalmally all his life and, 
along with his cousin, Keith, runs the joinery business 

his grandfather established in the area. The village 
is close to Iain’s heart, as he played for the village’s 

shinty team, Glenorchy, for a number of years, and he 

accomplished piper and plays with Oban Pipe Band.

Oban in 1880.
One man who did well out 

of the sudden expansion of 
business, as a result of the 
railway, was Duncan Fraser. 
He arrived in Dalmally with 
a horse and cart and worked 
in Dalmally Hotel. He went 
on to build the Loch Awe 
Hotel and Carriag Thura in 
1881.

The First World War had 
a devastating effect on the 
village, claiming 25 men. 
During WWII Dalmally 
was an important centre for 
troops and material going to 
Inveraray for training. Craig 
Lodge was the venue for 
meetings as home of Coastal 
Command.

What does it offer that 
other villages can’t?
The village and surrounding 
area has a lot to offer 
people in all walks of life.
The auction market has been 
a very important centre for 
farmers in the area over the 
years and looks set to carry 
on for many years after 
its recent refurbishment.
Our golf club is rightly 
very popular with 
locals and visitors.
Fishing and stalking is of the 
highest calibre, as is climbing 
and walking in some of 
the most beautiful settings.

Iain McIntyre. 16_t40dal01

the village to someone 
who has never been there?
Dalmally I think has 
something for everyone, 
which makes the residents 
proud of the village.
The high hills and 
peaceful riverside make 
it well worth a visit.

you lived there?
I was born in the West 
Highland Hospital in Oban 
and I have lived and worked 
in Dalmally all my life.

village changed since 
you were a child?
Dalmally has changed quite 
a bit over the years. There 
are a lot more houses now 
but fewer shops. In the late 
1950s Dalmally had a Co-
op, a grocers shop, butchers, 

by the railway station and 

We now have one shop 
in Glenview with the post 

Glenorchy Parish Church. 16_t41my01

Dalmally Primary School. 15_t41my02

by. While they serve the 
village well, the changes 
are there for all to see.
The new school is a very 
welcome addition; sadly the 
old one has been demolished 
having served the community 
well over the years.
Do you have a favourite 
place in the village?
Dalmally has lots of nice 
places, but for me down by 
the River Orchy looking at
Ben Cruachan or Ben 
Lui takes a bit of beating.
What is your favourite 
time of year?

The autumn, with the 
changing colours in the 
woods and the hillsides. 
If we get dry weather this 
can last for weeks, slowly 
turning the deep greens to 
reds and yellows, which 
is stunning.  Add the odd 
roaring stag and the scene is 
quite special.
What do visitors l ike 
a b o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?
I think the scenery is the 
area’s best selling point and 
we should look after it very 
carefully.

storm
A CONTROL body has broken its own 

into the remote waters of Loch Nevis.
And the decision of the Crown Estate 

Commissioners has met with outrage 
and alarm from conservationists, 

The body had a guideline which, in 
order to prevent the spread of pollution 

farm.
The commission have landed 

themselves in deep water by giving 

operate in an even smaller area.

Warning on future of 
village hall
AN APPEAL is to be made to the people 
of Ardrishaig to do more towards the 
upkeep of the village hall and to look 
after it when they use it – otherwise they 
might lose it altogether.

That message comes from Ardrishaig 
Community Council, the members of 
which are concerned at the condition 
of the hall’s fabric.

Community council chairman Dr 
Angus MacKay said: ‘We should all 
put our cards on the table. We need 
more people from Ardrishaig to come 
forward and look after the hall. Too 
few are left with the responsibility.’ 

He warned: ‘We would all be lost 
without it.’

by a report that the roof was leaking 
‘quite badly’ and that water was likely 
to further damage the interior.

Freight ban hits island 
deliveries
FERRY operators Caledonian Mac-
Brayne sailed into a storm this week 
over a move which had halted the 
shipment of ‘loose’ freight between 
Oban and the islands of Mull, Barra 
and South Uist.

a barrage of criticism, Duncan 

Cattenach, Tobermory the regional 
councillor for Lorn and Mull, accused 
the government of preparing Cal-Mac 
for privatisation.

of island living,’ he claimed.
The situation has been brought 

about through a decision by Kildonan 
MacBrayne Haulage Ltd to close its 
Oban depot.

The roots of the problem go back 
some years ago to the time when the 
old conventional cargo and passenger 
steamers were being superceded by 
modern ferries.

Changing technology called for 
changing methods and responsibility 
for handling freight was divided 
between Cal-Mac and MacBrayne 
Haulage, later privatised as Kildonan 
MacBrayne.

Cal-Mac handled freight bound 
for Coll, Tiree, Colonsay and 
Lismore while Kildonan MacBrayne 

Oban to Mull, Barra and Uist.

‘If we 
get dry 
weather,
the
autumn
colours
can be 
stunning’

A MACINTYRE & SONS
Joiners and Contractors

Tel: 01838 200233/452
Mobile: 07769922262

Dalmally
Village
Store
GLENVIEW
DALMALLY
Tel: 01838 200348

Groceries and 
Off-Licence
Opening Times:
Mon-Fri: 
8am - 5.30pm
Sat: 8 - 1.30pm
Sun: 9 - 1pm

JOHN
UNDERWOOD

PLANT HIRE
Errigal, Dalmally, Argyll, 

PA33 1AS

Tel: 01838 200357
Mobile: 07785 592140

BARACHANDER QUARRY, TAYNUILT
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF CRUSHED ROCK AGGREGATES

Delivered to site or ex quarry

PLEASE CONTACT :  ANDY SUTHERLAND   -  07775 632585
BUSINESS PRIVATELY OWNED AND RUN SINCE 1970

• Dust
• 16mm chips
• 20mm and 30mm clean stone
• Type 1 sub base
• 4" crusher run for road 

construction
• Tar road planings
• Dyking stone or walling stone

• Path chips and decorative stone 
for rockeries

• Top soil 
• Concrete mix

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Across
7 Exotic means of escape? (3-3)
8 Associate (6)
9 Cleanse (4)
10 What needs to be done (8)
11 Puzzle (7)
13 Creep (5)
15 Perpendicular (5)
17 One of the Slavic people (7)
20 Buttercup leaf eg (8)
21 Figure out (4)
22 Strange person (6)
23 Compare (6)

Down
1 Star system (6)
2 Bird of the Columbidae family (4)
3 Manage (7)
4 A siliceous rock (5)
5 Shellfish (8)
6 Beethoven's "Moonlight ___" (6)
12 Antiquated (8)
14 At a greater distance (7)
16 Food storage (6)
18 Holdings (6)
19 Automaton (5)
21 Hussy (4)
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S
24

U T U R E C
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visitor accommodation. 
Many visitors come 
back year after year; 
some eventually setting up 
home in the village.
Is there anybody famous 
from the village?
John Smith, the former 
Labour leader,  was born in 
Baddarroch and Duncan-
Ban-MacIntyre spent a lot 
of his time around here.
What are the challenges 
facing the village?
It faces many challenges. It is 
important that young people 
stay in the area and full-time 
employment is encouraged. 
Small villages must keep 
their unique identity. The 
forestry has had a big 

as many jobs as hoped.
Hopefully the new sports 

centre for activities, keeping 
the heart in the village.
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
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Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

As Oban welcomes this year’s Royal National Mod we look back at 1992 when the town hosted the centenary 

which was also held in Oban, in 1892. The children won with a playlet, written by Islay man and Oban Times

telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Islay Gaelic pupils at Oban Mod - 1992

Welcome 
support for 
employees
Sir,
Well done to Philip Preston 
of Caledonian MacBrayne 
for his succinct and robust 
support of his employees, 
The Oban Times, October 1.

Far too many people 
nowadays think that because 
they have paid for a service 
or article, this gives them 
the right to be aggressive or 
threatening if that article or 
service is not 100 per cent 
perfect.

Mr Preston made perfectly 
clear that inappropriate 
behaviour towards crew and 
staff would not be tolerated. 
By doing this via your letters 
page he has, in my opinion, 
reached a wider target 
audience than would have 
been possible had he gone 
online. Most people are 
more likely to discuss what 
they read in the papers than 
what’s been said in the latest 
email.

More employees, especially 
public service employees, 
should give support to their 
workforce in this way.

Who knows, we may all 

happier service occasioning 
less reason to grumble.
George Doyle, Easdale, by 
Oban.

New plant
vital to 
Invergarry’s
future
Sir,
Regarding your story on 
the biomass plant being 
objected to in Invergarry, I 
am dismayed at the negative 
view of the story. 

Firstly, why was there not a 
public meeting for residents 
in the area organised by the 
community council and why 
were only certain people 
targeted with info on it? The 
majority have no idea what’s 
involved.

Only the squirrels seem 
to be worried about it, 
and I think their American 
grey friends will give 
them more worries than a 
lorry when they get here.
Tourism only gives short-
term seasonal jobs to the 
majority working in it, so 
does not sustain the village 
employment wise. With an 
ageing majority we need 
jobs to keep the young here 
and help the prosperity of 
the place. 

We all would love to not 
change our landscape, but 
most forget how much 
the glen has evolved with 
ruins its length and breadth 
abandoned and derelict a 
monument to no sustainable 

jobs and the young having to 
leave to prosper.

Tourism does play a part in 
the glen, but hydro schemes 
never stopped it, wind 
turbines haven’t either, nor 

farm building.
This bio mass plant will 

create renewable energy for 
10,000 homes and create 
jobs directly and indirectly.

Yes, it is a big building 
but proper siting and good 
use of materials and colour 
can reduce its impact. It 
should not be stopped. 
Many objectors are well 
off and retired and some 
selling houses in the area are 
obviously worried about the 

prices.
The only plus in your story 

was Mrs Maclennan. She 
speaks for the future, has the 
village in mind and working 
families in mind, and I 
commend her for that.

Things cannot stay the 
same. Technology changes 
everything, but properly 
managed and well designed 
will soon not be noticed or 
probably forgotten.

I for one prefer this to wind 
farms. The attitude ‘yes, 
but not on my doorstep’ is 
farcical. Locally the jobs 
will be welcome, as any rural 
economy would want them.

Crescent, Invergarry. 

Crucial
support for 
Mull Mod
Sir,
I write on behalf of the Mòd 
Ionadach na Dreolluinne 
(Mull Local Mòd) Committee 
in response to our good friend 
Allan Campbell’s remarks in 
his column ‘Beachd Ailein’ 
of September 24.

We wish to thank Allan 
very much for his positive 
comments regarding the 
standard of the organisation 
and competitors at our recent 
Mòd. We in Mull could not 
run a Mòd of consequence 
if it were not for the band of 
faithful volunteers who give 
up their precious time to 
assist us in our endeavours 
to host a smooth-running 
two-day event.

It also has to be said that, 

cannot readily go cap in 
hand to the local authority 
and various other public 
bodies expecting their 

have in the past. To this end, 
we depend very much on 
local fundraising and local 
sponsorship.

Robert MacLeod of the 
Mishnish Hotel is one of 
our main local sponsors and 
has been over many years.  
He sponsors an adult choral 
competition in memory of 

his late grandmother Anne 
MacLeod and subsidises the 
adjudicators’ evening meals 
over the two-day event. 

The reason there was 
no Gaelic music at the 
Mishnish that weekend was 
probably that Robert was 
responding to a plea from this 
committee some years ago 
not to employ professional 
musicians/singers over that 
weekend as this had in the 
past detracted considerably 
from our evening events.

We have been grateful to 
him for his support and are 
very much indebted to Robert 
and other local sponsors to 
ensure the continuation of 
our Mòd.
Iain MacKinnon, 
President, Mòd Ionadach 
na Dreolluinne. 

Berth angle 
the problem
Sir, 
I see that so far today 
[October 3] all sailings to 
Mull have been cancelled 
due to weather conditions. 

Since today has gale 
force NW winds this 
comes as no surprise to me. 

At the Reporter’s inquiry 
into the new Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) berth 
I, as the expert advisor 
to the Oban Port Other 
Users, told the inquiry in 
the strongest terms that this 
would be the case in gale 
force NW winds if CalMac 
was allowed to build the 
new berth at the ridiculous 
angle proposed by them. 

Unfortunately CalMac 
won the case and is now 
reaping the misfortunes 
brought on their own heads 
by its lack of attention to 
professional knowledge. 

Your View from the Tower 
at that time condemned me 
for my strong views. With 
the new berth now up and 
running I wonder if he and 
his readers in Mull agree that 
it was the right thing to do?

These disruptions to 
the good people of Mull 
would not be happening 
if I had been listened to. 

Considering the fact that 
I had taken the Isle of Mull 
out new, had commanded her 

spent nine years as CalMac 
Marine Superintendent 
I did, and do, know 
what I am talking about. 

Please do not blame the 
Master and crew. If you 
can’t get the vessel off the 
berth then you can’t sail. 
Sandy Ferguson, Dunoon. 

Fears for 
future of 
Crianlarich
Sir,
Regards the proposed by-
pass for Crianlarich, I felt I 
had to add my concerns to 

Ireland says 
‘Yes’
IF THE Tories could have 
chosen when they would 
hold their Party Conference 
it would surely not have 
been this week. 

If there is one feature of 
current politics that they 
want to avoid it is the Lisbon 
Treaty as it opens up all the 
divisions imaginable. 

A few zealots from UKIP 
will do all in their power 
to highlight the powers 
proposed in the aforesaid 
treaty that will bring every 
type of plague and pestilence 
imaginable. If there was 
anything that the  right-
wing hierarchy of British 
politics has prayed for 
most fervently it was that 
the Irish population in the 

they were steadfast in their 
opposition to further powers 
being given to the European 
Commission. They did so 
earlier this year; surely  
they wouldn’t change their 
minds.

But they have, and quite 
spectacularly. Almost 70 
per cent voted in favour of 
the Lisbon Treaty. All the 
dire warnings that have been 
blasted forth by the ‘No’ 
groups have been proven 
to have been spectacularly 
wrong. Why? The once 
prosperous population have 
enjoyed unrivalled prosperity 
in recent years, as have the 
residents of Iceland, until the 
economic crisis caused by 
selling mortgages to people 
whom the money men knew 
would never be able to keep 
up the repayments hit them 
and what was said was ‘too 
good to be true’ proved to be 
exactly that.

More hassle for 
Mr Cameron
NOW the Tory Leader David 
Cameron has been caught, as 
has his party chairman Mr 
Pickles, with no statement 
of policy in the week of their 
party conference in, of all 
places, Manchester. 

Those who saw ‘The 
Politics Show’ at Sunday 
lunchtime will have seen 
how distraught the alleged 
Premier-in-waiting’s right-
hand man was when asked 
to tell viewers what the Tory 
party’s policy on the future 
of the European Union was 
and is. ‘We ain’t going to 
tell you we don’t want to 

the Poles who have still to 
go through the last stages to 
sign,’ said the pompous Mr 
Pickles.

In contrast, Gordon Brown 
did himself proud in his 
conference speech. How is 
Mr Cameron going to treat 
the party faithful in rainy 
Manchester? All the good 
work he and colleagues have 
done regarding the economy 
and help for the elderly, 
pensions and eduction could 
vanish unless he can come 
out strongly and say that 
under his leadership the 
Tories will play a major role 
in Europe and support Tony 
Blair for the post of President 
of the European Union, but 
he wouldn’t dare.

World Porridge 
Day
HAVE you noticed that 

dish, has got in on the act of 
being world famous? 

I recently attended the 
Dalmally Agricultural 
Show on what must have 
been the most dreadful day 
weatherwise this year. 

One new feature I delighted 
in was that the wonderful 
charity Mary’s Meals found 
ready takers for servings of 
hot - well pleasantly warm 
- porridge. 

For just a donation you 
could become a new man or 
woman, even better, dare I 
say it, when taken to the beer 
tent to acquire a dram to add 
to it and to sip as it slid down 
to warm ‘the cockles of the 
heart’.

At the Royal National 
Mod which starts in Oban 
tomorrow (Friday) I 
understand porridge will 
also be on offer. 

I’m sure the licensees 
of various hosterlies will 
recommend a good malt to 
go with it and encourage a 
generous donation to ‘Mary’s 
Meals’ - part of the Scottish 
International Relief charity - 
based at Dalmally. 

The driving force behind 
Scottish International Relief 
and Mary’s Meals is the 
MacFarlane Barrow family 
who live in the village.

I can’t imagine a Porridge 
Supper having the same 
attraction as the world famous 
Burns Supper, but you never 
know. When I was a student, 
there was a wonderful New 
Town restaurant which 
served porridge and cream 
all afternoon and was 
mobbed around 5pm when a 
host of bankers, bookmakers 
and bobbies descended to 
its basement for a stomach- 
liner before heading for a 
dram or a pint, and going 
home refreshed to supper 
with a healthy glow caused 
by the porridge and malt.

Interesting to note that 
World Porridge Day is next 
Sunday. 

Surely churches will high 

to serve after morning service 
and raise funds for a whole 
host of children’s charities. 
The licensed premises could 
do likewise - starters for 
brunch: porridge and cream, 
haggis, tatties and turnip, a 
dram and a rousing Gaelic 
song.

New style 
competition
at The Mod
THE ROYAL National 
Mod could create a new 

porridge and haggis makers 
of the year. 

of the ingredients, including 
the distilleries, and prizes 
wouldn’t be a problem nor 
would judges - I’d be happy 
to draw up a panel of them. 

All of which would high 

currently being urged on us 
by Rural Affairs Minister 
Richard Lochhead.

Double Mod 
preparations
FORTY years ago, in 
November 1969, Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir, with the 
late Iain Thompson well 
to the forefront, formed a 
junior choir. 

prizes in the junior choral 
competitions at the Royal 
National Mod is awarded in 
memory of Iain but a more 

Islay Junior Choir is still 
thriving and for many years 
has been the only Gaelic 
choir for youngsters outwith 
the educational system in the 
Glasgow area. 

Currently conducted by 
Jane McQueen from Islay, 
with Kate MacLennan from 
North Uist as Gaelic Reader, 
the choir, as has been the 
custom for many years 
now, sustained the opening 
ceilidh of the Glasgow Islay 
Association as a rehearsal 
for their entries at the 
forthcoming  Mod.

The choir impressed with 
its readiness for the Mod and 
the programme also included 
items from choir members 
and from adult guest Gaelic 
singers Alasdair Whyte and 
Fiona MacIntosh. 

Meg Buchannan was piper 
for the evening and also 
played for Highland dancers 
Bridghe Morrison and 
Christina Gorman. 

Christina also sang solo as 
did Christina MacDonald 
and Heather Kindness and 
Eilidh Munro showed their 
competence at duet singing. 
Eilidh played her clarsach to 
accompany her singing and 
Amy Clark also played the 
clarsach.

All the choir members 
gave excellent performances 
and showcased, both on and 
off the stage, why the Gaelic 
community is so proud 
of this talented group of 
youngsters.

Woodside Halls proved 
to be an excellent location 
for this homely concert 
which was well chaired by 
vice president Malcolm 
Campbell.

Malcolm’s family has for 
many years had a strong 

even that must have been 
tested as he packed them 
off to celebrate his parent’s 
golden wedding anniversary 
in Islay knowing that he 
would have to follow on a 
plane the next day. 

We are sure it was 
worth it and we send our 
congratulations to Islay 
and Margaret Campbell on 
reaching such a wonderful 
milestone and we wish them 
many more happy years 
together.

Stirling
ceilidh
JUST like the Glasgow 
Islay Association’s  opening 
ceilidh, the Stirling branch 

of An Comunn Gaidhealach 
gave the youngsters 
preparing for the Mod, in 
this case Stirling Junior 
Gaelic Choir, an opportunity 
to perform prior to heading 
off to Oban. 

Under the baton of Rachel 
Deans, who also performed 
a selection of Gaelic songs, 
the choir sang well and, of 
course, there was the added 
advantage for the ceilidh 
organisers in that as with the 
Glasgow Islay Juniors, the 
choir provided a range of 
solo artistes. 

Morven MacKenzie played 
the clarsach and sang Gaelic 
songs and Rhiana Campbell 
sang while sisters Kirsty 
and Catriona Glen played 
the recorder and piano 
respectively. 

Young piper Craig 
Sutherland, from Crieff, 
fresh from success during the 
solo piping season, delighted 
the audience and the Cluaran 
Dancers were in their usual 
excellent form.

The audience, which 
included  visitors from 
Vienna and Milan, were 
also treated to Gaelic and 
Scot’s songs from Mairi 
Leith and to a wide range of 
Gaelic songs from Seumas 
Campbell.

Good luck to both choirs 
and to all competitors at the 
Mod. Let’s hope Mod 2009 
in Oban is a successful one. 

Mairi Gillespie
IT IS with great sadness I 
intimate that Mairi Gillespie 
passed away last week. 

I am sure the Gaelic 
community will wish to join 
with me in extending our 
sympathy to Dougie and 
the immediate family at this 
very sad time.

Diary dates
Thursday October 8: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, with Wizz 
Jones.
Friday October 9:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh, Lesser Town Hall, 
7.30pm.
Thursday October 15: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, with Sarah 
McQuaid.
Friday October 16: National 
Youth Pipe Band, Stirling 
Castle, 8pm. Donnie Munro, 
Paisley Town Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday October 17:
National Youth Pipe Band 
- see Friday. Donnie Munro, 
Rothesay Pavilion, 2.30pm, 
in aid of funds for the paddle 
steamer Waverley.

Pub scene
THE ISLAY Inn this 
weekend will feature the 
Keelies on Friday and 
the Pneumatic  Drills on 
Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Eriskay Lilt on 
Friday, Torridon on Saturday 
and Stewart Cameron on 
Sunday. Neil Murray. Tel: 

Oban ready to embrace Mòd
OBAN will come alive next week when the Royal National 
Mòd comes to town.

As the birthplace of the event, it is a special place for Mòd 
competitors and supporters, and their enthusiasm will drive 
a buzzing atmosphere in the town.

Oban’s streets will have merriment, friendly greetings, 
music and song as a soundtrack to a colourful sea of tartan 
dress in what is always a memorable social occasion, as 
much as an important cultural celebration and competition.

Visitors to the town during Mòd week will no doubt 
appreciate the efforts of town traders, who have decorated 
their shops accordingly and embraced the event in the Year 

in Oban’s population, if just for a week. For town traders, 
Mòd week takings are comparable with the busiest week 
in August – a welcome out-of-season boost in a year of 
recession.

Gaeldom will always travel in droves to an Oban Mòd. It 
is up to the town and the people to remind them why.

those of the village traders.   
If they want an example of 

what happens when a village 
gets by-passed they only 
need to look 16 miles down 
the road to Dalmally where 
the village centre died after 
the village was by-passed.

I hope the people of 
Crianlarich don’t just sit 
back and let it happen to 
their village.

Jean Reynolds, Hamp-
shire. 

Mystery tracks
Sir,
Last winter I was walking 
back to Kinlochleven along 
the aquaduct from the 
Blackwater Dam.

There had been a light 
covering of snow overnight. 
I came across a set of animal 
tracks which joined the 
aquaduct from thick bush 

noticed about these tracks 
was the impossible distance 
between each touch down 
as the animal presumably 
bounded along, a distance 
of 15 feet or so. This is too 
big a leap for any dog. There 
were no other tracks either 
animal or human.

The print itself was about 

At the time and ever since, 
these tracks have remained a 
mystery to me until recently 
when I read of the bounding 
capabilities of a puma - a 
very likely candidate.
D N Goodall, Garbhein 
Road, Kinlochleven. 

Oban could
do better
Sir,
Scotland is stunningly 
beautiful as we have 

trip, but do you have no 
gardeners?

I have never seen so many 

displays and grass growing 
around shop doorways. Oban 
could be so much prettier 
and deserves better. 

We felt let down like Oban 
had lost its soul and you 
had all just given up on it. 
As tourists we wanted to 
see what Scotland had to 
offer, to see this little gem 
we had heard so much about 
and what did we get? Mass 
produced tourist rubbish. 

Where’s the Scottish pride, 
the local crafts the delicious 
seafoods being sold from 
glass fronted cabinets 
packed with glistening ice? 
My village eight miles out 
of Leeds has won numerous 
Gold Floral awards and 
yet we have few shops or 
stunning scenery and still 
people come to visit us, so 
come on Oban get your act 
together or you’ll just be 
known as that grubby little 
town on the West Coast.
Julie Burnett, Leeds.
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MANY believe Oban to be the most suitable venue 
for the Royal National Mod – and that means that 
the town will have to look the part.

Step forward the staff at Argyll and Bute 
Council, who will be ‘window dressing’ an en-
tire town.

Oban’s Streetscene technician Stuart Mc-

displays inside and outside of the Corran Halls, 
which will be the main venue of the week.

outside, so that they are looking their best at the 

venue.
‘As for the rest of the town, it depends on the 

weather. If we get a spell of good weather we can 
leave it as it is. However, if we have a spell of 

we will have to look at replacing them.’
Preparing the town is one thing; keeping it 

looking in pristine condition is another, especial-
ly with the thousands of extra visitors expected.  

‘The streets are going to be a lot busier during 
Mod week,’ said Stuart. ‘So we may have to put 
out extra bins and street sweeping will be more 

ing the bins at regular intervals, adhering to the 
timetable we use at the height of summer.

‘We will be doing all we can to ensure Oban is 
looking its best for this major event.’

Oban aims to be blooming marvellous Mòd venue

THE 106th Royal National 
Mòd will soon be underway 
in Oban in this significant 
Year of Homecoming.

The Mòd is indeed return-
ing home to Oban - the venue 

is reported to have been 
completed in the course of 
one afternoon, and we shall 
keep that great event in mind 
when we meet in the historic 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
(the original venue) for some 
of this year’s competitions. 

Of course, nowadays, we 
need a whole week and at 

in the number and range of 
competitions that have de-
veloped as part of our annual 
festival celebrating Gaelic 
language and culture.

‘Homecoming’ Mòd promotes ‘priceless’ culture
A message from An Comunn Gàidhealach president John Macleod

The Mòd means some-
thing different and special to 
everyone.

For participating young-
sters it means the excitement 
of travel, performance, win-
ning medals and trophies, 
media coverage, and being 
an important part of a vibrant 
Gaelic community.

For adults, the reward of 

medals and trophies still 
brings excitement, coupled 
with the social activity and 
friendship built up through 
annual attendance and par-
ticipation in what has be-
come an essential feature on 
the domestic calendar. 

What will this year 
bring? Undoubtedly, a new 

crop of star performers 
(who can resist listening to 
the young voices who con-

songs to the concert stage?), 
new gold medallists, junior 
and senior, henceforth to be 
remembered and appreci-
ated amongst the best Gaelic 
singers of our generation.

For many recipients of 
these prestigious medals, the 
Mòd was for them the turn-
ing point, the springboard to 
a successful singing, musical 
and recording career.

Choirs and soloists will 
sing their hearts out and 
anxiously await the dreaded 
adjudication! And at the end 

of a busy week, some will go 
home with a mix of satisfac-
tion and disappointment, but 
nevertheless in possession 
of next year’s prescribed 
pieces!

We will remember Oban 
for its hospitality, its stunning 
scenery, its coastal beauty, 

ferries, and (hopefully) the 
sound of Gaelic conversa-
tion in its busy streets.

The Mòd brings with it 
the opportunity to promote 
Gaelic and its priceless cul-
ture, to use and display the 
language without apology, 
and to leave behind a lega-

gence as we each do our bit 
to restore Gaelic to its proper 

place in Scottish life.
Fàilte chridheil oirbh gu 

Mòd na bliadhna seo. An 
dòchas gur e Mòd math a 
bhios ann dhuibh agus nuair 
a bhios sibh ‘a’ tilleadh dh-
achaigh’ gur e a’ Ghàidhlig a 
bhios air ur bilean. 

Gach dùrachd, 
John M Macleod, 
President, 
An Comunn Gàidhealach.John Macleod

IT GIVES me great pleas-
ure in welcoming the Royal 
National Mòd to Oban in 
this Bliadhna an Tilleadh 

Homecoming.
Argyll is the birthplace of 

our Scottish nation and Oban 
is Creathall a Mhòid – Birth-
place of the Mòd – and it 

the Mòd does return home.
Argyll and Bute Council 

is proud to support the Mòd 
as we feel strongly about the 
important role Gaelic lan-
guage, music, heritage and 
culture still plays in our soci-
ety today and I look forward 
to enjoying the celebration 
and fusion of ancient with 
modern that is the Royal Na-
tional Mòd.

To everyone who joins us 
here to celebrate this year’s 
Mòd, can I just say Fàilte 
chun a’ Mhòid, chun an 
Òbain, agus Earra-Ghàid-
heal – Welcome to the Mòd, 
to Oban and to Argyll.

Welcome 
to the 
birthplace 
of the Mòd

Message from Argyll and 
Bute councillor 

Duncan MacIntyre

A TRAVELLING party from 
Germany will provide a 
European flavour to this 
year’s Royal National Mòd 
proceedings, as they plan 
to enter the competition for 
international choirs.

In previous years choirs 
from as far as Australia and 
Canada have entered but 

choir to compete.
Only group leader Harald 

Meyenburg can speak Gael-
ic, as he started to learn the 
language in anticipation of 
attending this year’s Mòd.

Harald said: ‘We wanted 
to make a journey to Scot-
land, and because of the 
Mòd one of us suggested we 
took an active part in it. We 
asked the travelling group 
(14 members) and only two 
said ‘no’. The rest decided 
to join the Mòd. Some of us 
never have sung in any choir 
or have read music notes. 

‘We tried to sing the 
song (‘S e ‘n t-Eilean Uain’ 
Ìleach) in its main melody 
and to learn the words cor-

time our group has heard the 
language spoken.

‘Gaelic is a very interest-
ing old language but, for us 

‘I’m the only one who is 
learning it and I have no-
body who can speak with 
me and correct my pronun-
ciation.’

The choir members live in 
northern Germany, between 
Hamburg, Itzehoe and Kiel.

Harald said he was look-
ing forward to meeting 
Gaelic speakers in Oban.

Robin Banks, a director 
of An Comunn Gaidhealach 
and convenor of the Oban 
Mòd local committee, is 
looking forward to meeting 
the German group. He said: 
‘Since we set up the compe-
tition for choirs from abroad 
we have had entries from 
Wales, Ireland, Australia and 
Canada but not Germany. It 
can be expensive for them to 
come here but it is great to 
see them taking part. I look 
forward to welcoming them 
to Oban and to the Mòd.

that people from other coun-
tries are taking up Gaelic, 
because there can’t be many 
opportunities for them.’ 

German choir bound for 
Royal National Mòd
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WHAT’S ON GUIDE
OBAN MOD 2009
Thursday 8th October > Live Music - The Assasenachs

The Oyster Inn – Connel – 01631 710666 Folk with Attitude – Free Admission

Friday 9th October > Crooked Reel (Best of Irish Craic)

Markie Dans - 01631 564448

Saturday 10th October > Homecoming Party’ with Live Music

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 Starts 9.30pm

Sunday 11th October > Quiz Night with Quizmaster Louis Barrow

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 Starts 9.30pm

Mon 12th - Fri 16th October > Neumatic Drill – 5 piece 

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 band featuring Alistair Whyte 

(Traditional Scottish) Starts 9.30pm

Tue 13th - Fri 16th October > Sileas Sinclair

Cuan Mor Restaurant and Bar - 01631 565078

Wednesday 14th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Wednesday 14th October > Donald Macrae,

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 John M Morrison

Thursday 15th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Thursday 15th October > Donald Macrae,

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 Don R MacIver

Friday 16th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Friday 16th October > Iain Angus Macleod and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 Islay MacTaggart, Murdo MacDonald

Wednesday 14th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Wed, Thur, Fri Afternoon > Informal – Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 Ceilidh Band & Friends

Saturday 17th October > Ceilidh Night

Wide Mouth Frog, Dunstaffnage Marina 9.30pm till 12.30

Every Night  > Live Music

Cuan Mor Restaurant and Bar - 01631 565078 Throughout The Mod

HUGH MacQueen from the island of 
Luing is a very special singer. 

And, as only one of two remaining 
native Gaelic speakers left on the is-
land, it wasn’t until he was an adult 
that he started to compete in the Mòd.

Mr MacQueen said: ‘In 1959, when, 
I was 19, I won the silver pendant in 
Dundee – but I was determined that I 
was going to win the gold medal. But 
of course I got married and the fam-

ily came along, so it wasn’t until 1980 
that I started to compete again.

‘I had singing lessons from John Mc-
Cree, who lived near the Green Kettle 
Café on the Arrochar to Helensburgh 
Road – at that time he was tutoring 
many people for the Mòd.

‘I competed every year but it wasn’t 
until 1985, in Fort William – one of 
my top two Mòd destinations – that I 

‘I was very pleased, it was the same 
year as Christina McDougall from 
Oban.’

Turning to this year’s Mòd, Hughie 
is appearing at The Fiddler’s Rally 
this Saturday evening, October 10 and 
then he is taking part in a ceilidh in the 
Royal Hotel on Wednesday evening 
from 10pm. Take your tissues – he is 

on the circuit.

Christina MacDougall, Oban and Hugh MacQueen, Isle of Luing with their music tutor John MacCree whose 
singing lessons encouraged the pair to Mòd gold in 1985.

Memories of a special gold medal in 1985

It’s never too late to  
start singing at the Mòd

SKERRYVORE are fast 
becoming the name for fast 
Scottish dancing on the in-
ternational stage.

Fresh from Beijing and the 
wedding of band member 
Craig - the boys are all ready 
for the Mòd on Oban.

Box player Daniel Gillespie 
is looking forward to coming 
home to the Mòd. 

‘It doesn’t matter where you 
are in the world – you always 
can come home to the Mòd in 
Oban and you will meet all 
your friends on the street.

‘It is my favourite venue – it 
is the capital of the Mòd. 

‘I am very nostalgic about 
the Mòd in Oban. My brother 
and I  have been coming 
since we were young boys 
in choirs. 

‘I won a gold, silver and 
bronze and Martin won a 
silver and bronze. 

‘This year we are playing on 
Tuesday for younger groups 

night.
‘Of course, we are good 

clean living boys so there 
won’t be much parting for 
us – we will probably be 
tucked up with our knitting 
by 3am.’

Aye right!

‘Skerries’ 
back from 
Beijing for 
Oban Mòd

DAILY programmes will 
be broadcast live from The 
Royal National Mòd in Oban 
throughout Mòd week.

BBC Gàidhlig will be pro-
ducing a premier package of 
live hour-long programmes 
covering the daily highlights 
throughout the festival.

Each live programme will 
be broadcast at 9pm on BBC 
ALBA and repeated that night 
at 11.20pm on BBC Two 
Scotland with a shorter, 45 
minute review programme 
transmitting at 2.15pm the 
following day on BBC One 
Scotland.

BBC Gàidhlig will also 
be producing a package for 
Radio nan Gàidheal with 30 
hours of live radio coverage. 

Mòd on air 
throughout
the week

CalMac
pushes the 
boat out 
for Oban 
Mòd week
AS THE Royal National Mòd 
comes to Oban, main sponsor 
Caledonian MacBrayne (Cal-
Mac) says it is pulling out all 
the stops to make Mòd 2009 
a memorable one.

This year the company’s 
involvement will include: 
A week-long programme 
of music at the Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House; a ‘meet the 
managers’ session in the 
ferry terminal each morn-
ing at 11am to talk about 
ferry services; talks on the 
evenings of the Tuesday and 
Wednesday of Mòd week in 
Oban Distillery Visitor Cen-
tre, featuring CalMac his-
torian Ian McCrorie; a pro-
gramme of lunch and dinner 
cruises on scheduled service 
from Oban and an exhibition 
in the Oban Terminal pro-
moting the Gaelic Rings or 
Cearcaill na Gàidhlig travel 
initiative.

The company is also 
launching its summer bro-
chure, Explore 2010, during 
Mòd week. 

CalMac managing direc-
tor Phil Preston said: ‘Cal-
edonian MacBrayne has had 

the privilege of being asso-
ciated with the Mòd as main 
commercial supporter since 
2002.

‘As a company operating 
lifeline ferry services off the 
west coast of Scotland, Cal-
Mac has had a long and ex-
tensive association with the 
cultural, social and econom-
ic life of the Gaelic commu-
nity, and our support for the 
Mòd is a hugely important 
part of that.

‘The Mòd also provides 
a wonderful opportunity to 

LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF THE FINEST RESTAURANTS & 
TAKEAWAYS IN OBAN, OFFERING HIGH QUALITY CUISINE & 
VALUE FOR MONEY DURING THE NATIONAL MOD IN OBAN

The Wide Mouthed Frog
Dunstaffnage Marina

Dunbeg, By Oban
Barbeque and Seafood/Buffet 

Served from 6.30pm till 9.30pm on 
Saturday Evenings
01631 567005

Oban Fish & Chip 
Restaurant with 

Take Away
116 George Street, Oban

seafood cooked to order.
Inc Hake, Coley and Plaice

Oysters
Daily Specials
01631 567000

EATING OUT GUIDE OBAN MOD 2009

The Oyster Inn and 
Ferryman’s of Connel
All day food served from 12pm
Try our new Bar and Restaurant 

Menu or just enjoy a relaxing 

01631 710666

Markie Dans

Good Pub Grub Served from 12pm 
– 9pm 7 Days

01631 564448

Bossards Patisserie
Would like to welcome everyone 

and Baked potatoes.

01631 564641

Kebabish Curry House
99 George Street, Oban
Pizza, Curry and Kebabs

To eat in or take away

McT’s

Serving young and old alike.
Breakfast special from £1.99

Open 7 days 9am till late.
George Street, Oban.

Norie’s

Prize winning

excellence
Seating available

01631 563736

Tel: 01631 720219                Restaurant now open      www.barcaldinehouse.co.uk

Cuan Mor
George Street, Oban

of town. We serve a wide range of 

engage with customers from 
across the CalMac network.

‘And nowhere is this more 
important than in Oban, 
which is very special to Cal-
Mac because of the impor-
tant part the town plays in 
the life of the company. 

‘CalMac therefore intends 
pulling out all the stops for 
this year’s Mòd in Oban and 
has a organised a number of 
events to make it one of the 
most memorable Mòds ever 
seen in the town.’ 

ising its own Gaelic Plan and 
is working to provide Gaelic 
lessons to staff who wish to 
learn as beginners or brush 
up on an existing knowledge 
of the language. 

Mr Preston added: ‘We 
recognise that many of our 
customers from around the 
Oban area may not be Gaelic 
speakers, but we would urge 
them to take the most of this 
opportunity to dip a toe into 
the world of Gaelic. 

‘It is a hugely rich and di-
verse culture and we are sure 

that appeals to them.’

 CalMac managing 
director Phil Preston

WHILE most people are enjoying the enter-
tainment - think of the people working behind 
the scenes. One such person is An Comunn 
Gàidhealach’s Joy Dunlop.  

‘I really enjoy a good dance,’ said Joy. ‘It’s 
not until Friday night that members of the 
committee can really relax and let our hair 

down.’ But Joy also recommends an evening 
talk by eminent Professor James Hunter on 
The Clearances in Kilmore & Oban Parish 
Church at 6pm. ‘The Mòd is not only about 
the competitions, it is about our history and 
culture. Having Professor Hunter with us 
will be a real treat for visitors.’
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Subtitling

Discreet
Smoke HD

Avid Media
Composer
Adrenaline

HD

Production
Offices

Scene Dock

Studio
(30m x 18m)

Lighting Grid

Motorised
Lighting &

Scenery
Hoists

Graphics &
Promos

supplier to the
BBC Alba
channel

Studio Alba
54A Rathad Shìphoirt

Steòrnabhagh
Eilean Leòdhais

HS1 2SD

Fòn: 01851 701125/701200
P: info@studioalba.com

www.studioalba.com

Mike Alexander, Pelicula Films

KILTS
By Morag MacCorquodale

Hand Sewn, Made to Measure Kilts
Kilt Alterations & Accessories

Tel 01631 710 257   Mob 07733074880
E-mail: morag@achnabaoban.co.uk

Achnaba, North Connel, by Oban

MÒD Ghallaibh 2010, the Caithness 
Mod, which will host Gaelic’s premier 
festival next year, will come to the 
fore when this year’s Mòd week is at 
an end.

Sandwiched between two estab-
lished Mòd venues, Oban (2009) and 
Western Isles (2011), the Caithness 
Mòd local organising committee know 
they will have to impress – and they’re 
up for the challenge.

Having initially established an event 
logo, designed by former Thurso High 
School pupil Susan Mair, the organis-
ing committee have been promoting 
the Mod at national and international 
events.

Raymond Bremner of Mòd Ghal-
laibh 2010 said: ‘As Caithness has 
never hosted the Mòd before it was 
important that we gave it a unique 
identity.

‘If you look at the logo you can see 
the shape of the Viking ship, the Celtic 
design and the musical representation 

‘We have had branded merchan-
dise since Easter of this year – sport-
ing the Mòd Ghallaibh t-shirts at the 
Pan Celtic Festival and the National 
Eisteddfod, where we have promoted 
Mòd Ghallaibh 2010.

‘It has been important for us to raise 

National Mòd in Caithness and par-
ticularly Mòd Ghallaibh 2010 over the 
past three years to ensure that the lo-
cals are aware of what the Mòd is all 
about and how the local community 
can make the most of the festival com-
ing to Caithness.

‘As a result, we have a number of 
Caithness people taking part in the 
Mòd in Oban this year for the very 

The Caithness committee will also 
have a stand at the trade fair in Oban 
to publicise Mòd Ghallaibh.

Mr Bremner added: ‘The Mòd has 
never been this far north before but 
the county has some wonderful Gaelic 
heritage.’

Mòd Ghallaibh launches its website 
this month, along with their merchan-
dise range, including mugs, t-shirts, 

The Mòd Ghallaibh committee will 
be visiting this year’s Mòd in Oban, as 
they did Falkirk (2008).  Mr Bremner 
said: ‘The local organising committee 
have received some wonderful support 
from other local organising commit-
tees and offers of advice and help and 
this has really inspired them.  ‘Oban, 
as home of the Mòd has always been 
a great place for a National Mòd and 
some of us who were there in 2003 had 
a great time.

‘The Mòd moves to another estab-
lished Mòd host area in 2011 with the 
Western Isles, so Caithness certainly 
has its work cut out, but the communi-
ty here is very excited about the Mòd 
coming and are really looking forward 
to it.’

Caithness says it is 
ready for the challenge

Special fiddle to be heard again in Oban

THE MÒD is looking for competitors to reveal all 
in a video diary project for competitors preparations 
for the10-day event. 

The Royal National Mòd is calling for participants 

As the event returns home to Oban this year visitors 
are being asked to volunteer to keep a video diary in 
the run up to the festival, documenting their prepara-
tions as well as providing a viewpoint on the event 
from either their own local perspective or being an 

10-day diary of a Royal National Mòd
international visitor to Scotland. 

The competitors’ video diaries will be available to 
view on the Mòd website www.acgmod.org. 

John Morrison, chief executive of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘The Mòd is hugely important 
to Gaelic culture on an international scale.  To help 
communicate this and assist in the build up to the 
festival, we are asking international participants to 
keep a video diary – showing what the Mòd means 
to them. 

‘These videos will be uploaded onto the Royal 
National Mòd’s website giving an insight into what 
goes on behind the scenes for those taking part and 
the preparations involved for those travelling from 
around the world to Oban.’

MÒD goers are being asked to support an Argyll charity by tucking into 
a bowl of porridge on Saturday. 

World Porridge Day is on October 11, and the group nominated to 

The local committee members of the Royal National Mòd Oban 

Church Centre, on Saturday, October 10 at 8am.
All over the world, people will be organising similar events, with 

donations going to Mary’s Meals.  
Oban Times readers will have had opportunities to learn something 

about the marvellous feeding projects that are run in some of the 
world’s poorest countries.

In Malawi, the daily meal is maize-based porridge – Likuni Phala.  
Mòd local committee member Alex MacLean said: ‘If you can get 

there, you will be most welcome. This is a special time for Gaels.
‘We would like to recapture the spirit of An Comunn Gàidhealach 

in earlier times when many people in large cities were helped to battle 
poverty.

‘Mòran taing agus beannachd leibh.’A wee poke of porridge oats can go a long way

Porridge for breakfast 
will boost Argyll charity

A GAELIC choir connection 
has allowed an elderly man to 

– via mobile phone.
Coisir Ceann an Tuirc (Ar-

gyll male voice Gaelic choir) 
member Colin Fisher enlisted 

the help of fellow chorister and 

Colin’s father, Freddie, told 
him that he wanted to hear his 

Freddie’s brother, Ian, was 
in the Territorial Army and 
quickly called up to service in 

1939 but was killed weeks be-
fore the war ended.

Colin said: ‘The violin has 
been in and out of the attic over 
the years but never played.

‘Peter played it at Taynuilt 
Village Hall, before the pre-
Mòd ceilidh. My father heard 

part of the playing by mobile 
phone!

ting as Ian’s father was born in 
Portsonanchan and many fam-
ily holidays from Perth were 
spent around Loch Awe.’  

Royal National Mòd Fiddlers’ 
Rally this Saturday.

tenwald, Bavaria in 1930, less 
than 35 miles from where Ian’s 
war grave lies.



Royal Hotel
ARGYLL SQUARE OBAN

Open all year
Tea, coffees Bar Lunches 
(served from 12.00 - 2.30 Mon - Sat)
Special Sunday lunches

Tel  01631 563021   
Fax 01631 562811

Email: salesroyaloban@
strathmorehotels.com

www.strathmorehotels.com

Kranenburg Fine Art

alba
THE ART SHOP

6 Albany Street, Oban. Tel: 01631 563645      Open til 7pm during Mod week

Retail
Oscar

winners
2009

Calendars
Crafts

Gifts

Art Materials
Pictures

Hobbies
Framing

Jigsaws
Greeting 

cards alba
THE ART SHOP
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CINEMA
Highland Theatre, Oban

Available for private hire.

Tel: 01631 562444
or visit www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk

2

2

3

4

113/115 George 
Street, Oban

01631 562395

7 Albany Street, 
Oban

01631 566289
The place for unusual 
and unique gifts, dress 

making and quilting, 
repairs and alterations.

Mairmeg’s  

Creations

6 7 8Visit
Oban 
Distillery
while at 
the Mod

Sample our wide range of 
malts and whiskies

Stafford Street, Oban

01631 572004
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10Looking for 
unusual gifts?
Pop in and see our extensive 

range of silver and hand 

made jewellery, gorgeous 

bags and much more

Bolliwood
Albany Street

Open 9am till 6.30 pm 

during the Mod
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Kranenburg Fine Art Galleries
Stevenson Street & Star Brae, 

 Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AZ
01631 562303
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Gaelic Medium Educa-
tion has been offered to 
young people and fami-
lies in Argyll for more 
than 20 years now.  In 
that time the provision 
has expanded success-
fully with six units open-
ing Bowmore on Islay, 
Salen on Mull, Sand-
bank in Dunoon, St Co-
lumba’s in Oban, Strath 
of Appin and Tiree.  
The provision in Oban 
is now fully integrated 

mary Campus.  Each of 
these establishments 

to Gaelic provision for 
pre-school.  This is an 
essential element and 
contributor to the suc-
cess of GME providing 
exposure to and experi-
ence of the language at 
a very early age.  An-
other highly important 
factor is that continuity 
is provided in all of the 
associated secondary 
schools.  At present 
there are opportuni-
ties to further develop 

Gaelic language skills 
to Advanced Higher 
level and a top priority 
is to expand exposure 
to Gaelic in other cur-
ricular areas in sec-
ondary schools.  The 
introduction of Curricu-
lum for Excellence will 
assist with this.The aim 
of Gaelic Medium Edu-

ency and competency 
in Gaelic and English 
by the end of primary 
school with the aspira-
tions and emphasis be-
ing placed on bilingual-
ism.  There is an initial 
immersion phase where 
all curricular areas 
are taught completely 
through the medium of 
Gaelic.  There is then 
the gradual, formal in-
troduction of English 
reading, writing and 
mathematics leading 
to a minimum of 50% 
of the curriculum being 
taught through Gaelic in 
primary 7.  Gaelic Me-
dium Education follows 
a set of National Guide-
lines and differs only 

from mainstream in that 
it offers the same wide-
ranging experiences in 

pils in Gaelic Medium 
classes also have the 
opportunity to partici-
pate in culturally re-
lated activities such as 
Mods, Feisean, school 
exchanges, specialist 
visits, sporting activities 
and Information Tech-
nology projects.  

There is a range of ben-

Gaelic through this ap-
proach:

Extensive research 
has shown that children 
have a deeper under-
standing of language 
from an early age and 
their ability to and their 
ability to learn other lan-
guages is enhanced.

A wider knowledge 
and respect for Scottish 
and Gaelic culture and 
identity is developed.

The Gaelic Medium 
experience provides a 
wider and forward look-

ing approach to the op-
portunities in a multi-
lingual Europe in which 
Gaelic sits happily 
alongside other world 
languages.

60-65% of the world’s 
population use at least 
two languages in their 
everyday lives.

50 million citizens of 
the European communi-
ty use a language in their 
everyday lives which is 
different to the language 

of the 
c o u n t r y 
in which 
they live.

It is widely recognised 
and backed up by re-
search that bilingualism 
enhances educational 
and intellectual advan-
tages.

cy in two languages.
The economic and 

employment opportuni-
ties are rapidly expand-

ing in the world of Gaelic 
work.

There is a national re-
surgence in Gaelic in 
the 21st in Scotland and 
across the globe.  There 
are now dedicated Gael-
ic schools in Glasgow 
and Inverness.  Gaelic 
Medium Education has 
a major part to play in 
this revitilisation.
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Tha Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal ‘s Bhòid a’ coimhead air adhart ri ar 
fàilteachadh gu Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2009 anns an Òban.

Tha Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal ‘s Bhòid air a’ chiad Phlana Gàidhlig 
aca fhoilllseachadh.  Bheir seo cothrom leudachadh air na seirbheisean 
agus stuthan a tha rim faotainn bhon Chomhairle,  a’ toirt barrachd 
chothroman airson Gàidhlig a chleachdadh gu poblach.

Argyll and Bute Council looks forward to hosting and welcoming the 
Royal National Mod to Oban in 2009.

This Plan aims to expand the range of Gaelic services and resources 
available, giving more opportunity for Gaelic to be used in public life.

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal ‘s Bhòid

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Gaelic Medium Education (GME)

Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil produced its Gaelic 

the guidance of Bord 
na Gaidhlig, the govern-
ment body with the re-
sponsibility of promoting 
and developing Gaelic 
in Scotland.  This is in 
response to the Gaelic 
Language (Scotland) be-
ing passed in 2005.  The 
intention of the Act is to 
ensure secure status 

language of Scotland 
that commands equal 
respect with the English 
language.  The Council 
continues to show its 
commitment to the de-
velopment and revitili-
sation of Gaelic across 
the region through the 
implementation of this 

na Gaidhlig on the 17th 
of June 2008.  The core 
commitments of the plan 
are to improve the status 
of Gaelic through initia-
tives and projects relat-
ing to Identity, Communi-

and enhance the service 
provided by Commu-
nity Services: Education 
and Community Learn-
ing and Regeneration. 
The implementation of 

been greatly assisted 
by Gaelic Language Act 
Implementation Fund 

there has been a sig-

number of Gaelic activi-
ties undertaken by the 
Council:

Identity
The Council continues 

to be a partner in the 
Gaelic Rings, Cearcaill 
na Gaidhlig, the Hop-
scotch journeys around 
the islands of the west 
coast of Scotland.

The erection of inter-
nal and external signage 
at all primary and sec-
ondary schools as well 
as many Council build-
ings across the region.

Communications
Employees willing to 

learn Gaelic have been 

sonal Development Re-
views.

The employee news-
letter, Work4ce, contains 
regular features that 
examine the Gaelic lan-
guage and culture.

Publications
The Council has iden-

produced bilingually with 
staff having been given 
guidance on dealing with 
forms in Gaelic.   Forms 

include various council 
tax forms and the Coun-
cil’s complaints form 
which has been promot-
ed through the website.

guidance (Building 
Standards documents) 
have been produced bi-
lingually as has a range 

all care homes.
The culture and librar-

ies service has increased 
their Gaelic printed and 
audio material to help 
promote the language 
and the history and cul-
ture of the area.

Other publications that 
have been translated 
include the Corporate 

Connections and Com-
munications Question-

Tiree Sustainable De-
sign Guidance awaits 
completion.

With regards to lan-
guage learning courses, 
classes have been held 
for staff in Mid Argyll, Is-
lay and Dunoon in 2009 
through the delivery of 

vance for future classes 
to run for beginners and 
also for those that at-
tended in early 2009.  
An electronic message 
has been sent out to all 
staff to alert them that 
Gaelic classes will be 
running in late 2009 with 
a request for staff to 
register an interest.This 
will increase the level 
of Gaelic within Council 
staff and again reinforc-
es the efforts that Argyll 
and Bute Council are 
making to ensure that 
Gaelic has a prominent 
role to play.

In addition to classes 
for Council staff, fund-
ing has been secured 

from Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
to run Gaelic language 
classes, again through 
the Ùlpan method, for 

have been issued notice 
by Bòrd na Gàidhlig to 
produce a Gaelic Lan-

alerted to this and we are 
eagerly awaiting to iden-
tify the level of interest 
in this particular project.  

Highland, Caledonian 
MacBrayne, Forestry 
Commission.

Staff in Education 
have successfully com-
pleted the Ùlpan tutor 
training course and are 

classes through the Ùl-
pan method.

The Council currently 
has a Service Level 
Agreement with Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle for 
2009, demonstrating ef-
fective partnership work-
ing at a local level and 
support for local Gaelic 
organisations.  As part of 
the SLA, ICCI will con-
tinue to provide transla-
tion for key documents 
and provide tutors and 
support for language 
classes.

The Council is con-

tinuing to promote the 
Gaelic language through 
promotional items that 
have been distributed to 
all primary and second-
ary schools, staff and 
partners.

Education
Community Services: 
Education, through the 

is committed to develop-
ing and improving Gaelic 

sustaining and securing 
continuous improvement 
in GME, the expansion 
of Gaelic Learners’ Edu-
cation, providing good 
quality continuous pro-
fessional development 
for staff and to actively 
promoting Gaelic Educa-
tion at all levels.  Fund-
ing has been secured 
through GLAIF to carry 
forward projects in the 

following areas that are 
contributing to the ex-
perience of young peo-
ple in all areas of Gaelic 
Medium and Learners’ 
Education:

Seminars held for par-
ents on raising Gaelic 
speaking children.

Opening Doors 
course in partnership 
with Northern Ireland 
colleagues that equips 
parents with the lan-
guage skills and knowl-
edge required to provide 
a Gaelic environment 
in the home and in the 
community.

Assistance with Gaelic 
in the Home classes.

The production of 
Story Sacks to be used 
in the home.

nerships.

Highly Successful 
Gaelic games event 
based on Highland 
games through Gaelic.

Active Schools Co-
ordinators undertaking 
Ulpan courses.

Enhanced extra-cur-
ricular opportunities in 
Gaelic.

Home
‘Cabag’ DVD for pre-

school learners to be 
distributed nationally 
soon.

from schools
Tour of Edinburgh by 

Tour of Stirling Castle 
and related activities in 
Gaelic.

Waulking Song group 
visits.

Film Making activities.
Musical input.

Education Studies
In all six areas where 

GME is offered and ex-
amining the possibility of 
Wrap Around Care.

course for teachers.

motion
A range of Advertising 

egies being employed 
through this project.

The name Argyll comes 
from the Gaelic ‘Earra-
Ghaidheal’ which trans-
lates as the Coastlands 
of the Gaels.  Gaelic will 
remain a priority for Argyll 
and Bute Council into the 
future to ensure that it is 
used naturally and fre-
quently in the communi-
ties of its birthplace.

Gaelic Learners’ Educa-
tion (GLE) has a long 
and successful history in 
Argyll with many young 
people experiencing lan-
guage learning and Gael-
ic heritage and culture in 
Argyll Schools.  Over the 
past ten years primary 
teachers in Argyll and 
Bute have participated in 
the nationally recognised 

tive.  Teachers come from 
a background of little or 
no knowledge of Gaelic 
and receive training that 
allows them to introduce 
Gaelic to primary school 
pupils in their schools.  
The aim is to ensure that 
pupils engage in Gaelic 
language and culture, 
prior to attending the sec-
ondary schools that offer 
Gaelic to learners.  Many 
pupils enjoy the experi-

ence of learning Gaelic in 
primary schools but, as 
yet, cannot continue this 
into all secondary estab-
lishments.  This is a com-
mitment of the ongoing 
Argyll and Bute Council 

trains teachers in a con-
sortium of local authori-
ties in the central belt, 
resulting in Gaelic being 
taught in primary schools 
in Edinburgh, Falkirk, 
Stirling, North Lanark-
shire and East Dumbar-
ton.  With the support of 
Storlann and Learning 
and teaching Scotland 
pupils resources pro-
duced by Argyll and Bute 
teachers are now widely 
available with more in-
teractive resources com-
ing online shortly.  
Funding from Bord na 

Gaidhlig has allowed Ar-
gyll and Bute Council to 
produce a DVD for pre-
school learners.  ‘Cabag’ 
which features a puppet 
and presenters engaging 
in Gaelic songs, games, 
and rhymes and stories 
will shortly be distributed 
to pre-school facilities 
nationally.

Gaelic Learners’ Educa-
tion (GLE) is currently 

and Bute’s secondary 
school establishments, 
Dunoon, Islay, Oban, 
Tobermory and Ti-

out the framework to 
Advanced Higher and Gaelic (Learners) holds 

equal standing to other 
languages in relation to 
university access.  

Gaelic Development

Gaelic Learners’ Education (GLE)
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Lorn Gaelic Partnership is a 
community based organisa-
tion operating in the wider 
Lorn area. The partnership is 
open to anyone with an inter-
est in the development of the 
Gaelic Language and Culture. 
The primary aim of the Lorn 
Gaelic Partnership is the con-
tinued revitalisation of Gaelic 
in the Lorn area. It does this 
through partnership working 

with the many and varied or-
ganisations offering Gaelic ac-
tivities in the area and through 
promotion and awareness 
raising. Membership has in-
creased dramatically recently 
and partners now include 
representation from Argyll 
and Bute Council Education 
service who are committed to 
providing quality Gaelic Edu-
cation across the region. The 

Lorn Gaelic Partnership wel-
comes new membership and 
anyone interested in joining or 

out more about the Gaelic ac-
tivities on offer should contact 
Donald MacLeod, Lorn Gaelic 
Partnership Chair at Oban Ed-

Oban, PA34 4EF, donald.ma-
cleod@ea.argyll-bute.sch.uk 
or on 07824498231.

Sradagan an Obain is 
a successful weekly 
Gaelic Youth Group. It 
offers a fun opportunity 
to participate in a vari-
ety of activities and out-
ings for children through 
the medium of Gaelic. 
Murdo MacDougal is our 
Gaelic play leader offer-
ing sports, music, drama 
and craft activities.
Sradagan meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
Free Church Hall, Oban 
from 6pm to 7pm. The 
Gaelic Youth club is 
open to children ranging 

in ages from 5 years to 
12 years.
This year we organised 
a number of trips for the 
children, which included 
a picnic to Dunstaffnage 
Castle and a trip to the 
beach. In the coming 
weeks we are hoping 
to go bowling in Fort 
William with the pos-
sibility of meeting other 
Sradagan Gaelic Youth 
Groups. 
Sradagan an Obain re-

ance from Commun nan 
Gaidlig (CnaG). 

Tha Comunn na Gàidhlig 
a’ cur fàilte air Gàidheil bho 
air feadh an t-saoghail gu 
Mòd an Òbain 2009 agus 
a’ toirt gealladh gum faigh 
iad fàilte chridheil, agus 
am Mòd air a thighinn dh-
achaigh uair eile.
Tha Comunn na Gàidh-
lig toilichte a bhith a’ cuir 
taic ris a’ Ghàidhlig aig ìre 
coimhearsnachd, òigridh 
is gnìomhachais.  Tha iad 
cuideachd toilichte a bhith 
a’ toirt taic do Chomann 
nam Pàrant le bhith ag 
adhartachadh Foghlam 
Tro Mheadhan na Gàidh-
lig air feadh Alba. 
Aig an ìre seo tha Comunn 
na Gàidhlig air Iomairtean 
Gàidhlig a stèidheach-

adh an Ceann a-tuath 
Leòdhais, Uibhist-a-deas, 
Ceann-a-tuath an Eilean 
Sgitheanaich, Loch Abar, 
Ceann-a-tuath na Gàid-
healtachd, Glaschu is Dùn 
Èideann agus a’ coimhead 
air adhart ri obrachadh 
ann an tuilleadh sgìrean 
san àm ri teachd.
www.cnag.org.uk

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
is one of the oldest and 
most respected Gaelic 
organisations. Founded 
in Oban in 1891, it has 
long been a leading light 
in the teaching, learning 
and use of the Gaelic lan-
guage and the study and 
cultivation of Gaelic liter-
ature, history, music and 
art. Through the organi-
sation and running of the 
Royal National Mòd and 
grass roots community 
development work, An 
Comunn Gaidhealach 
continues to further it’s 
aim of supporting and 
developing all aspects 
of the Gaelic language, 

culture, history and herit-
age at local, national and 
international levels.

It will do this by:
• Promoting the study 
and development of 
Gaelic language, lit-
erature, music, drama 
and all other related art 
forms.
• Promoting the use of 
the language in every-
day community life.

cial recognition and use 
of Gaelic as a living lan-
guage and national as-
set by local, national and 
European Governments 
and other agencies, by 

co-operating with all 
other organisations en-
gaged in the provision 
of Gaelic language and 
culture
• An Comunn Gàid-
healach is non-political 
and non-sectarian, and 
membership is open 
to anyone sharing the 
above objectives.

Oban and Lorn Gaelic 
Medium Education Par-
ents Group Comann 
Nam Pàrant Naiseanta 
represents the inter-
ests of parents whose 
children are educated 
through the medium of 
Gaelic, from pre-school 
to secondary level, with 
around 30 autonomous 
parent groups throughout 
the country.   The groups 
are very important for a 
number of reasons:
• they bring parents to-
gether to discuss issues 
which affect the educa-
tion of their children at all 
levels
• they can act as a good 
support mechanism for 
the school in conjunction 
with PTAs and School 

Boards
• they can attract addi-
tional funding not avail-
able to schools 
• they support extra-cur-
ricular Gaelic-medium 
activities
• they promote Gaelic 
Medium Education with-
in their own localities.

Comann nam Pàrant, an 
t-Oban agus Latharna 
(Oban and Lorn Gaelic 
Medium Education Par-
ents Group), is the lo-
cal Oban group with a 
membership of about 35 
families. It works to help 
support families whose 
children are in Gaelic 
Medium Education and 
to help raise awareness 
of Gaelic education op-

portunities in the area.   
In addition, the group 
also provides an enjoy-
able social focus for 
families, hosting an an-
nual fundraising ceilidh 
and BBQ.
For further information, 
contact Karen Keys on 
(01631) 567180.

Lorn Gaelic Partnership
Lorn Gaelic Partnership increases its partners An Comunn Gàidhealach

Fèis Latharna
Feis Latharna Strengthens the Gaelic language 
through weekly tuition in Gaelic song and traditional 
music culminating in the annual Easter Fèis; a week-
long festival of traditional music, dance, Gaelic song, 
& drama. 
Feis latharna received support from:

Sradagan an Òbain

Oban and Lorn Gaelic Medium 
Education Parents Group

Comunn na Gàidhlig

Appin
Classes held on Tuesday 
mornings at 9.45am in Port 
Appin and on Thursday 
evenings at 7.30pm in Ap-
pin.  Suitable for all levels 
of Gaelic.  Conversational 
classes, with no reading or 
writing involved – no previ-
ous knowledge of Gaelic 
necessary.  Learning is 
through activities and real 
life situations, using the to-
tal immersion method.

Oban
Classes held on Mon-
day evenings in the Free 
High Church Hall, Rock-

church), Oban.  Suitable 
for all levels of Gaelic.  
Conversational classes, 
with no reading or writ-

ing involved – no previ-
ous knowledge of Gaelic 
necessary.  Learning is 
through activities and real 
life situations, using the 
total immersion method.

Contact:  Ann MacLean 
at annanicg@googlemail.
com 

Cròileagan (Gaelic Parent 
and Toddler Group)

Appin
Held on Thursday after-
noons at 1.00pm in Kin-
lochlaich Garden Center, 
Appin.  This group caters 
for pre-school children of 
all ages, with plenty of 
scope for outdoor activi-
ties, as well as arts, crafts,  
stories and song.

Oban
Held on Friday mornings in 
the Free Church High Hall, 

the church), Oban – or in 
various other venues such 
as Atlantis, Ganavan, etc 
as arranged.  Technically, 
this is for ages 0-3, but we 
do stretch that a bit, as 
some of the current ‘tod-
dlers’ are getting older, but 
don’t want to leave!  Again, 
no previous Gaelic knowl-
edge necessary – parents 
learn through play along 
with their children (includ-
ing arts and crafts, stories 
and song as well as free 
play).

Contact:  Ann MacLean 
at annanicg@googlemail.
com 

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

The local branch of An 
Comunn Gàidhealach
Cèilidhs and local inter-
est evenings are held 
throughout the winter 

of the month for cèilidhs 
– see local press nearer 
the time).  Oban and 
District Provincial Mòd is 

of June each year.

Contact: Alex MacLean 
(Secretary), Comunn 
Gàidhealach an Òbain, 
c/o Oban TIC, Albany 
Street, Oban, PA34 
4AN.
Email:  seccganobain@
aol.com

Ionad Nàiseanta Cànan is Cultar na Gàidhlig

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a’ cur fàilte chridheil air 
a h-uile duine a tha a’ gabhail pàirt ann am 
Mod Naiseanta Rioghail an t-Òban 2009!

`S e Sabhal Mòr Ostaig an aon cholaiste ann an 
Alba far am faighear foghlam leantainneach no 
àrd ìre tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig.

Tha i na compairtiche de dh’Instituid OGE nam 
Mìle Bliadhna agus tha i a’ toirt seachad cùrsai-
chean a tha freagarrach don latha an-diugh.

Gheibhear tuilleadh fiosrachaidh air cùrsaichean 
làn-uine, pairt-ùine no cùrsaichean aig astar aig 
Fèille a’ Mhoid.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig
Ionad Nàiseanta Cànan is Cultar na Gàidhlig, Slèite, 
An t-Eilean Sgitheanach, IV44 8RQ www.smo.uhi.ac.uk

Fon +44 (0) 1471 888000 Facs +44 (0) 1471 888001 post-d: sm.oifis@uhi.ac.uk

OBAN
Hogmanay2009OOOOO

homecoming 2009 - the final fling

Oban based Pipe Band  •  Argyll Gaelic Choir 

The Jack Daniels Experience

Come and enjoy the magical carnival atmosphere of the 

Oban Hogmanay Street Party
31st December 2009 • Tesco Carpark

Spectacular Fireworks Display • Fairground 
Funfair • Delicious Food Arena

Fully licensed - no carry outs  •  Gates Open 8.45pm

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
 Adult - £12.50 • Children - £6 • Children under 5 - Free

Available from Corran Hall Box Office, Oban
Visit Scotland, Oban, Skipinnish Ceilidh House,

or book online at www.obanhogmanay.co.uk

Donnie Munro (ex Runrig)

with 6 piece band

Skerryvore

Gàidhlig san Dachaigh (Gaelic in the Home)
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FERGIE Macdonald will 
miss deer stalking in the hills 
of Ardnamurchan this year to 
come to the Mòd – thanks to 
the owners of the Rowantree 
Hotel in Oban.

Scottish dance band leader 
Fergie, affectionately known 
as the ‘Ceilidh King’,  had 
decided that he would have 
to give his 49th annual Mòd 
outing a miss this year after 
two of his band members an-
nounced that were not able 
to make it.

Fergie explained: ‘The 
usual musicians are wild at 
having to miss the Mòd in 
Oban.

‘But Morven-Anne is fully 
booked at the hotel and my 
son John is shooting for his 

Olympic trap shooting team.
‘So, I thought I wouldn’t 

be able go this year. 
‘However, the manager at 

the Rowantree, Stevie, was 
so kind that I decided that 
we would come along. 

‘Joining me in Oban in 
a new band line-up for the 
week will be Hugh MacCal-
lum, and I’m drafting in Iain 
Joseph MacDonald.

‘Iain Joseph has been 
around for a long time – he 
is wonderful at accompany-
ing singers.’

Fergie loves a Mòd in 
Oban.

‘For me, Oban is the 
number one venue for a Mòd 
because of its atmosphere, 
people, location and close 
proximity to the islands.

‘I will be playing three 
evenings on the Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of the 
Mod week. At the same time 
I will be launching my new 
album, Live From Achilti-
buie – maybe I should just 
consider the Mòd as one 
long launch party.’

Fergie 
gives up 
his deer for 
a party in 
Oban

MARY Ann Kennedy has 
become the face of the BBC’s 
Royal National Mòd cover-
age, fronting the highlights 
programme each night of 
Mòd week.

But Mary Ann, a talented 
musician, conductor and 
producer in her own right, 
comes from a family of suc-
cessful Mod competitors and 
she won the gold medal in 
1988 in Glasgow.

Her mother Kenna Camp-
bell won gold at the 1959 
Mod in Dundee and sister 
Wilma also won solo sing-
ing’s top prize in 1991 in 
Dingwall.

Her father, the late Alas-
dair Kennedy, of Tiree and 
Glasgow, wrote the Glasgow 
Letter for The Oban Times.

Mòd 2009 in Oban will be 
Mary Ann’s 28th Mòd, so 
few are better placed to run 
the rule over this year’s host 
venue.

Mary Anne told The Oban 
Times: ‘I love Oban; it’s just 
about the perfect venue. All 
the hotels are close by rath-
er than spread out, which 
makes things a lot easier 
for everyone involved. 
It’s where the whole thing 

started and the people there 
know what the festival is all 
about, so there’s much more 
of a sense of occasion about 
it, I reckon.’ 

‘There’s also something 
special about it being the 
main west coast ferry port 

– you can actually see folk 
arriving by plane, train, au-
tomobile and ferry. 

‘It’s a meeting point in so 
many ways – a natural place 
for a gathering like this! 

‘I also liked Skye, Dunoon, 
Fort William, Inverness and 

Mary Ann Kennedy will host the televised Mòd coverage.

Mary Ann, left, pictured with sister Wilma, after winning the gold medal in 1988. 
Wilma won the medal three years later.

Stirling, but none of them 
have the Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House – a venue that will 
have a great atmosphere.

‘The massed choirs on the 
Esplanade are also something 
to behold. I remember the last 
time, it was glorious.’

Oban – ‘just 
about the 
perfect venue’ 
says Mary Ann
‘The massed choirs on the Esplanade are 
also something to behold. 
I remember the last time, it was glorious.’

CONDUCTRESS of Oban Gaelic Choir 
Sileas Sinclair is hoping that the home choir 
will take a few trophies at the Royal National 
Mòd this year.

The young conductress said: ‘I am hoping 
that Oban Gaelic Choir will do really well 
this year – it is, after all, our home turf.

The choir will compete in a number of 
choral competitions before taking the main 
stage on Friday for the coveted Lovat and 
Tullibardine Shield competition which is 
likely to draw the largest audience of the 
week.

But for late evening entertainment it might 
be Sileas’ trio that folks will want to hear. 

‘I will be very busy during the Mòd. I am 

playing at three gigs in the town at Cuan 
Mor. Oban is the best venue of the Mòd 
– people can visit two, three, or four world 
class bands all in the space of a few hundred 
yards. There will be lots of great entertain-
ment in the town.

‘The Mòd committee has organised for 
the chairman to attend every session, which 
makes for a smooth night. Throughout the 
week singing on the same programme will 
be Callum Ross, D A Matheson, Catriona 
Fair, Norman Mackinnon, Islay MacTag-
gart and Archie Maclean

‘I am hoping for three busy nights. It will 
be a brilliant Mòd with people from near and 
far all coming into the town,’ she added.

Oban Gaelic Choir dream of 
success on ‘our home turf’
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UNITED Auctions held their 
second sheep sale at Loch-

1,467 sheep and lambs and 

The lamb entry consisted 

sold at similar rates to the 

judged by Mr Donald 
Patullo, Millhaugh, Perth 

1 J J MacLean, £745, 9 
Milton;
2 & 3 C Morrison, 136 

2& 3 C Morrison, 136 

MacDonald

In the store section, Hector 
MacCormick, 15 Ormiclate, 

The top call per kilo 
came from Mr Donald 
MacDonald, 91 Bualadubh 

pence per kilo and bullocks 
from 9 Milton sold to 199 

Ormiclate
bullocks sell 

Lochboisdale

LOCHBOISDALE
United Auctions
Bullocks

miclate

£765  15 Ormiclate  £755  

Kilerivagh  £575  9 Milton  

Heifers

Prices per kilo
Bullocks

Cottage

Heifers

91 Bualadubh 
Sheep
Lambs

Doon

27 Ardivachair  £33 Tigh Na 
Mara, Barra and 35 Garryg-

Ewes

West Kilbride 

ISLAY               
United Auctions
Bullocks

Heifers

Prices per kilo
Bullocks

Heifers

Sheep
Lambs

Craigfad  £57 Bunnanuisge  

Uiskentuie  £53 Portantruan  

dbeg, Kirkby, 5 Tarsgeir and 

Ewe lambs

Gimmers

£95  Windyedge

Warrented ewes

Dunlossit Estate  £45 Carn
Cast ewes

Croft

£41 Duich

Achnaclach  £31 Ballinaby 
and 5 Tarsgeir

Rams

PORTREE 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

£49;

Portree, £56; 

£55;

Portree, £53; 

Gimmers

bane, £52; 

Uig, £45; 

Feeding Sheep

muir, £47; 

vegan, 5 Harlosh, Dunvegan, 

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

nich, £56, Achnacloich, Ar-

Beauly, and Achnacloich, 

Abriachan, £62, Balnaird, 

riachan, and Cragganvallie, 

and Inver Croft, £59; 

nadrochit, and Wellback 

chit, Logie, Muir of Ord, 6 
Portleigh, Delny, and Dal-

Bridge, £53, White Lodge, 
Corrybrough, £51, Inver 
Croft, £49; 

Dalmigavie, £47; 

£51, Calrossie Mains, Nigg, 

£41;

nar Bridge, £54; 

£47, 1 Habost, Ness, £45, 4 

£46;

OBAN
Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd
Bullocks

Heifers

Prices per kilo for 
Bullocks

Airds, 261p Kirkbride, 247p 

 Heifers

Rhul ios ,246p Ki lbr ide 

ber sale of all classes of cattle and sheep 

Ram show

Glenmollochan, Luss, judged the 
various classes and he selected as 

a Bluefaced Leicester consigned by 

All classes of lambs continued to 

and sold to £122 for Mule gimmers 
from Mr Paget, Lorgba and £65 for 

273p per kilo
The entry of cattle consisted mainly 

head for Limousin crosses from Neriby 
and 273 pence per kilo for a pen of 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 

Cheviot lambs selling to the highest prices 

Market reports

Cheviot lambs attract highest trade of the 

An Autumn-born cross Limousin bullock from A and M Buchanan Achnaba, North Connel was selected as cham-
pion at the October show and sale of suckled calves held by Caledonian Marts (Stirling) at Oban Livestock Centre 

on Tuesday this week 16-t41cow01

Coille Farms Bluefaced Leicester is 
Islay ram show and sale champion
Lorgba Mule gimmers sell to £122 with  
Mule ewe lambs from Corrary to £65

Achnaba
Limousin is 
Oban champion

suckled calves, store, breed-
ing and OTM cattle at Oban 

40.1p up on year

and sold to 316p per kg for 
six 155kg Limousins from 

agent and farmer Bruce 
Watt, Cairntack, Belhelvie 
and he selected as his 
overall champion a black 
Limousin bullock from A 
and M Buchanan, Achnaba, 

a Limousin heifer from D 
McCormack, Baligarve, 

Neil Retson, Maidencoates, 

Results

1 A&M  Buchanan, Achna-
ba
2 and 3 A B Campbell, 
Achnacreebeg, North Con-

1 D McCormick
2 and 3 Messrs Troughton, 

kilos to A Kerr,East Cairn-

Pen of 4 Bullocks 
1 A and M Buchanan, Achna-

son
2 R Malcolm, Poltalloch 

3 Messrs MacNicol, Turnault 

Pen of 4 Heifers
1 Messrs Troughton, Ar-

2 R Malcolm, Poltalloch 255 

Airds Limousins sell to 316p per kilo

HEBRIDEAN
TUPS AND 

LAMBS
FOR SALE

HUNTAWAY 
X dog

2 Year old In 
Good Command
01499 302922

HAMILTON 
BROTHERS

feeder available 

01586 553031

WILTSHIRE HORN,
The original and 
still the best wool 
shedding sheep,

2 Rams for sale at 
Oban Caledonian 

Marts on October 14.

FOR SALE
Well grown 

Suffolk Tup Lambs
Telephone 01687 450267

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Of Excellent 
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 15 October
Apple Day

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

CINEMA LISTINGS YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th  090 6612 4520
Mercury switches back into your sector of relating after a three week 
vacation. But it immediately squares the not to be underestimated 
Pluto. Although the Sun forges a jolly link to the upbeat Jupiter, 
not everyone you deal with will be easy going or fun to be with, 
and politics are possible at work or in a close involvement. Tread 
carefully here Aries. Call your special prediction line for more…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Jupiter ends a long backward drag in your sector of work and the 
Sun supports your prospects here too. Get those applications in. 
Take seriously a business idea. Look for sources of funding. Speak 
to a boss about career development or training. Be proactive. Yet do 
not agree to take on something which may be just beyond your true 
capabilities. Call me now for more news and astral advice…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
Your ruling planet Mercury has been back and forth since August, 
this week it’s forth, moving into a super-creative sector and 

humour and socially this can be a bubbly week, with lots going on. 
Yet a possessive person can put a dampener on proceedings – if 
you let them Gemini! Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

their feelings on the matter and they may not agree with yours. Be 
prepared to stand your ground Cancer. Someone else close to you 
can however enjoy a slice of good fortune and be pleased to share it 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
You can enjoy a dazzling conversation with someone and even if it’s 
a person you are getting to know more as a friend, it can be great to 
bounce ideas off one another and spur each other on. You can feel 
in an upbeat space generally, but an innocent comment on your part 

Leo. Call your special prediction line for more advice…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd  090 6612 4525
Your ruler Mercury takes a step forwards, asking you to consider 

or interest could start to mean more. Research the possibilities, go 
on-line, see what competitors are doing or go and see an advisor. 
Then again, this is a good week to link up with or capitalise on a 
work-based syndicate. Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd  090 6612 4526

you. Yet a close-to-you person can still be a thorn in your side. They 

conscious of your wider responsibilities. All you can do is patiently 
explain your goals and try to remain as tuned into them as you 
possibly can. Call your prediction line for more astral advice…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
Events can be linked to the family and news of an engagement, 
wedding or new baby, can provide a wonderful lift. Yet the potential 

you’d like to talk to someone discreetly yourself, be sure that they 

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st  090 6612 4528
Ambitious plans to expand your situation can trip you up if you dash in 
where angels fear to tread. Your natural enthusiasm can often open 
the door of opportunity, but consider all your options very carefully. 
Once you get on a roll, you can overlook basic faults, believing that 
luck will favour the brave, and it can, but don’t be too brave, too 
quickly Sagittarius. Call for more news and advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

around in a thrice, so stay positive, in case a chance comes up. 

in your standing, but politics are also possible, so do stay attuned to 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
A change can be as good as a rest, but it may not be outside 
circumstances that block you, as much as your own hesitancy or 

that you will need to leave behind your comfort zone in order to really 
capitalise Aquarius. Call now for your in-depth forecast…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
You can be very caring, but who’s caring for you? And more to the 

week, when someone entrusts some important information in you 

surface. Call your special prediction line for more news…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

CELTIC 
PRAISE
Atlantis Leisure

8pm
Sunday 11th October

Organised by H20

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 14th October

at 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

From Kirriemuir
Davie Stewart Trio

Supporting players most welcome
Admission £4.00

CHARITY SHOP
FOR 3 DAYS ONLY

Thursday 8th Oct – 
Sat 10th Oct 2009

Argyll Square, Oban 
(formerly HALO)

Open 10am
IN AID OF THE 

ANTHONY NOLAN 
TRUST

Oban Friends Group

Long Gone 
Lonesome

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern

Wednesday 14th October, 
7.30pm

Tickets £7/£5 from 
Craignish Village Hall

01852 500746 or 
cvh.arts@btconnect.com

Oban Shopmobility

CAR 
BOOT SALE

Sunday 11th 
October

Co-Op Car Park
10- 2pm

Oban Shopmobility
SOUP AND 
SANDWICH 

LUNCH
in the Congregational 

Church on
Thursday October 15

11-2pm
£3 per person

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

THE winter session of 
the Oban and District 
Needlework Group 
started last month with 
a talk by Emma Moss 
from Acharacle entitled 
‘Spinning a Yarn’.

Emma has been a hand-
spinner for 22 years and 
gave the well-attended 
meeting an overall 
view of how she came 
to spinning and wool 
work, including keeping 
angora rabbits to obtain 

and running a business 
in beautiful but remote 
area.

The next meeting is 

on Tuesday, October 13, 
and consists of a talk by 
Suzanne Shaw entitled 
‘Start using it lady’. 

Suzanne has studied 
city and guilds 
embroidery and is a 
member of the Scottish 
Embroidery Tutors 
Group and regularly 
holds workshops.

Meetings are held at 
Lorne Resource Centre, 
Soroba Road, Oban, 
from 7.30pm and all are 
welcome.

A charge of £3 is made 
for non-members and 
light refreshments are 
available.

Needle work group 
are ‘spun a yarn’

AN ANNUAL fundraising dog walk has 
surpassed last year’s record-breaking total 
thanks to the competitive nature of a pet 
shop and a vet surgery.

The fundraising dog walk from Oban 

back, in aid of Argyll Animal Aid, has been 
well supported for several years by Oban 
Veterinary Surgery but their perennial 
status as top fundraisers came under attack 
this year when Pets at Home laid down a 
challenge.

Walk organiser and Argyll Animal Aid 

member Geoff Miller said: ‘Oban vets have 
always brought in the most money but this 
year the staff at Pets at Home got involved 
and challenged the vets to see who could 
raise the most money.’

Staff from both the pet shop wore fancy 
dress during the walk, which attracted 18 
dogs and 25 people.

Geoff said: ‘We won’t know exactly 
how much we have made until people 
have a chance to get money in from their 
sponsors.

‘Just as a guide we do however know 

that Stephanie Summers, from Oban Vets 
and the staff at Pets At Home have raised 
in excess of £1,000 between them, so we 
are well on course to beat last year’s record 
of £1,300.’

Argyll Animal Aid takes in and cares for 
small domestic animals, mainly dogs and 
cats, that have been mistreated.

‘The charity’s work extends to helping 
other injured animals and, at the moment, is 
helping many different animals, including 
a hedgehog and a chicken,’ added Geoff 
Miller

Staff from Pets at Home in Oban dressed up for the annual sponsored dog walk to raise money for Argyll Animal Aid. 16_t41dog01

Animal charity gains from walking the dog

THE VILLAGE of Appin raised more than £1,300 at 
a coffee morning in Kinlochlaich Gardens.

Masses of home baking was provided by the 
villagers and more than 100 people attended the 

centre.
The fundraisers was organised in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support, under its World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning banner.

Fiona Hutcheson of Kinlochlaich said: ‘We raised 
an amazing amount of money and a steady stream of 
people came in throughout the day.

more than 40 from local businesses between Oban 

of home baking.
‘It is fantastic to see the amount of support locally 

and we would like to thank everyone who supported 
the event. We’ll have to do it again next year.’

Left: Enjoying the day at Kinlochlaich are Ap-
pin girls, from left: Charlie Johnston, Hayleigh 

Regan and Marsaili Colthart.

Appin coffee morning 
raises more than £1,300

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 21st November 2009

Corran Halls, Oban
Craft and Charity Stalls

Holly Tea
To book a table phone Sharon

01866 822 408
Craft/Commercial £20

Charities £15

KILMARTIN 
HOUSE

MUSEUM
FAMILY DAY SATURDAY 

10TH OCTOBER
10.30am to noon Family Walk in 

Kilmartin Glen
1.30pm to 3.45pm Children’s 

Simulated Digs
For more information ring 

01546 510278 or
e-mail admin@kilmartin.org 

Gymnastics With Nikki
General Gymnastics Organisation For All Ages & Abilities
CLASSES STARTING SATURDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2009 12-4PM 
AT OBAN PRIMARY CAMPUS

Pre-school,Beginners, intermediate/advanced Levels

British Gymnastics Proficiency Awards

Activities Include Floor, Vault & Rebound, 
Dance, Hand Apparatus, Apparatus, Pairs & Fitness

An excellent way to have fun & keep fit

Visit www.gymnasticswithnikki.org

Contact Katy Pollock (class organiser) gymnasticswithnikki@live.co.uk
Tel : 01631 770656
or
Nikki Miller ( Business owner/Coach) gymnasticswithnikki@msn.com
Tel 01355 904714 or 07793315826

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfi eld Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Thursday 15 October > Local Producers Market

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Saturday 24 October > Gymnastics with Nikki

Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages

Classes start Saturday 24 October 12-4pm

Thursday 31 October > Halloween Party

Wide Mouth Frog, 6.30 - 9.30pm

Quarry View
Coff ee Shop & Garden Centre

Minard

CAR BOOT SALE
Sunday 11 October

12 noon – 4pm

Tel Eileen of 
01546 886692
To Book Space

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert U 101 min
FRIDAY 4.00, 6.15, 8.30 
SAT- THU 1.45, 4.00, 6.15, 8.30

Cert PG 100 min
FRI 6.00 SAT & SUN 1.30, 6.00 
MON 1.30, 4.15 TUE 1.30, 6.30, 
WED 1.30, 4.15 THU& FRI 1.30, 6.30

Cert 12A 101 min 
FRI – SUN 3.45, 8.45 MON 6.30 TUE 4.15, 
8.45, WED 6.30 THUR & FRI 4.15, 8.45

From Friday 9th Ocotober For 7 days

UP
JULIE
& JULIA

FAME
Cert PG 105 min 
MON 12th OCTOBER 8.30

SEACHD:THE
INACCESSIBLE
PINNACLE
+ FILM G SHORTS
SECOND SIGHT + 
SIUBHLACHAN + 
FILM G SHORTS

Cert PG 65 min 
WED 14th OCTOBER 8.30

ERISKAY- A POEM 
OF REMOTE LIVES

19 min 
WED 14th 1.00, THURS 15th 3.45

SORLEY 
MACLEAN’S ISLANS

22 min 
WED 14th 3.45, THURS 15th 1.00

BOGANACH 
CHILDRENS SHORTS 

25 min
MON 12th 1.00, 3.45 TUE 13th 1.00, 3.45

UP
CERT ‘U’

Carl Fredricksen spent his entire life dreaming of 
exploring the globe and experiencing life to its fullest, but 
at age 78, life seems to have passed him by, until a twist of 
fate (and a persistent 8-year old Wilderness Explorer named 
Russell) gives him a new lease on life. Disney & Pixar takes 
us  on a thrilling journey where the unlikely pair encounter 
wild terrain, unexpected villains and jungle creatures in this 
utterly delightful animation. Certain to appeal to audiences 
young, old and all points in between and up there with 
Pixar’s best.

Julie & Julia
CERT ‘12A’

A woman verging on thirty and frustrated in a temp 
secretary job takes on a yearlong culinary quest: cook all 
524 recipes in Julia Child’s “Mastering the Art of French 
Cooking.” She chronicles her trials and tribulations in a blog 
that catches on with the food crowd. Amy Adams plays Julie, 
and Meryl Streep plays Julia Child. Nora (“SLEEPLESS IN 
SEATTLE”) Ephron directs from her screen adaptation of  
the best selling book.

Fame
CERT ‘PG’

group of dancers, singers, actors, and artists over four years 
at the New York City High School of Performing Arts, where 
students from all walks of life are given a chance to live out 
their dreams and achieve real and lasting fame…the kind 
that comes only from talent, dedication and hard work.

Seachd: The Inaccessible Pinnacle
CERT ‘PG’ 

When a young man,visits his dying Grandfather in 
hospital he cannot hold back his boyhood quest for the truth 
behind the death of his parents and the truth behind  his 
Grandfather’s ancient, incredible stories. Stories from Gaelic 
history of poisoned lovers, revenge, monsters and Spanish 
gold. His Grandfather hijacks Angus’ life  leading him to one 
of Scotland’s most treacherous mountains and an ancient 

Second Sight
CERT ‘PG’ Gaelic & English  with Subtitles

personal tale featuring the last generation of Gaelic 
storytellers on the Isle of Skye.  Poetic and humorous, it 
‘s a tale of many things, from  ghostly visions down to the 
intimate daily routine of an old charmer,  who would make a  
trip to the shop a fascinating watch. Decorated with beautiful 
landscapes and  interesting characters  this is  gloriously 
encapsulating  and told with admiration and love for the 
place in which it’s set. 

Eriskay: A Poem of Remote Lives
19 mins

summer spent on the island. Narration and music added in a 
London studio. Premiered on April, 1935. 

SORLEY MACLEAN’S ISLAND
22 mins

The Gaelic poet Sorley Maclean recites his poetry and 
discusses his work with fellow writer Iain Crichton Smith, 

Boganach
A series of animated shorts made by children in Gaelic 

to promote and popularize the  Highland oral tradition 
especially among children and young people. Three 25min 
programmes will be screened with a selection of their work.



West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET FOR SALE

WANTED

Argyll Otter Ferry
3 bed  Cedar Wood Bunglow, bathroom, large 

living-room/kitchen, stunning views overlooking 
Loch Fyne, renowned Oyster Catcher restaurant/pub 
walking distance, Tighnabruaich 12 miles, Dunoon 

24 miles, Glasgow Airport 1hr 40min.  
Long let, Ref Ess. No dss, £440pcm.

Tel: 01700 821 220

Terraced House to Let 
in Connel

2 Bedrooms, living/dining 
room, kitchen and bathroom, 

front and back garden, 
parking, part furnished, 

available from mid October.
£500 per month + bills + 

c./tax, ref. and deposit req. 
Sorry no dss.

Telephone 07912615116 / 
07977147692.

Land, Ruin or House 
with access to the sea 

wanted on West Coast 
mainland.

Anywhere between 
West Loch Tarbet and 

Arisaig.

Private buyer with 
funds available

07775 792 045
morgorm@tiscali.co.uk

Erracht Lodge, Glen Loy, Fort William
An early 19th Century Lodge House with exceptional views in a stunning location with considerable 
development opportunities. The two storey Lodge House is of traditional construction under a 
timber and slate roof and is in need of modernisation. Erracht Lodge sits in private, fenced, mature 
gardens and is for sale with extended polices of approximately 19.92 hectares, with the majority of 
reasonable quality grassland.

For sale as a whole with offers over £800,000 or in two lots; 

 Lot 1- Erracht Lodge & Amenity Land at offers over £550,000

 Lot 2- Development Land at offers over £250,000

Annat Farm Steading, Corpach, by Fort William
Farm Steading with considerable development potential extending to approximately 0.121 hectares. 
The property is located on the outskirts of Corpach and has views of Ben Nevis and the surrounding 
countryside. The Steading is a traditional stone L shaped building under a timber and slate roof with 
ample space for parking and gardens within the courtyard.

 Offers over £100,000

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

24 DALAVICH, BY TAYNUILT, ARGYLL  
Opportunity to acquire a 3 bedroom house in the village 
of Dalavich. In need of upgrading.   Accommodation: 
Hall, Lounge, kitchen 3 bedrooms and bathroom.

OFFERS OVER £75,000 

3 Bedroom 
House for rent

Creag Bhan 
Village, Oban

£600/pcm + 
Bills & C/Tax

Telephone 
01852 300295

WANTED
Female

non-smoker to 
share spacious 
sea-side Flat in 

Oban.
£300 pcm

Tel: 01631 720716 
or 01631 570831

The Oban Esplanade, 2 Bed 
unfurnished ground fl oor fl at, 

6 month’s let, £550 pcm.  
Sale Price circa £210,000.

3 bed unfurnished fl at, Soroba Area, 
£460 pcm. Sale Price circa £85,000

Contact 21st Century 
Tel 0141 424 4444.

Cottage To Let
Ellenabeich, Seil

Furnished One bedroom
Living/dining, wood 

stove, garden
£425 pcm + 
bills & C/Tax
Reference and 

deposit
Tel: 07778375657 / 

01852300316

To Let Unfurnished

SPEAN BRIDGE
Newly modernised 
house, 4 bedrooms, 
lovely position on 
outskirts of village

£600 pcm
Telephone 

01397 712227

PULPIT HILL, OBAN
TWO BEDROOM 

PROPERTIES
Available for immediate let

Rent from £120 per 
week excl. C/Tax & 

Electricity
£500 security 

deposit required
Employment ref. essential.

Sorry no D.S.S.

Contact
01631 564653

FOR RENT
Castleton, near Lochgilphead

Two bedroom furnished garden cottage
in attractive position on private estate

Main bathroom, en-suite in main bedroom
separate living room, kitchen/breakfast area

sunroom off kitchen.
Two car spaces, no pets, short or long let.

£110 per week
To inspect telephone 01546 602185

FOR SALE
Fixed Price £199,000

Large beautifully converted farm cottage, 
sitting on approx. 0.5 acre of land.

Two bedrooms, lounge/dining, kitchen and bathroom.
Oil central heating, double glazing.
Loft area suitable for conversion.

3.5 miles from Campbeltown, spectacular views.
Well worth viewing.

Tel: 01586 550428 (evenings) or 07872 564238 (day)

LAGGANBEG, SCAMMADALE, BY OBAN

Stone built detached cottage with additional extensions, situated in approximately 
one acre of land with steadings. 12 miles south of Oban. Fabulous views from 
elevated position overlooking Loch Scammadale.  
Accommodation - open plan  kitchen ( Aga) / dining , two sitting rooms, three 
double bedrooms, two bathrooms, utility. Oil fired central heating, solar panels.

For further information please telephone: 01546 870221 
or E.mail: lagganbegcottage@yahoo.co.uk

Offers in the region of £270,000
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TO LET

3 bedroom fully furnished 
detached house
1 mile south of Ardrishaig

£475 p.c.m + Council Tax
Entry from1 November 2009 

No DSS

Further details
Telephone 01546 605202 / 07788 755887

Beachd Ailein

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Thug an t-Àrd-Ollamh Seumas Mac an t-Sealgair slaic chruaidh air Ria-
ghaltas na h-Alba bho chionn ghoirid is e a’ fàgail orra gum bheil iad air 
cùl a chur ri iomairt luachmhor a bha a’ leigeil le coimhearsnachdan sealbh 
a ghabhail air an cuid fearainn, agus aig an aon àm  tòiseachadh air beagan 
ceartais a thoirt air an t-suidheachadh as an do dh’ fhàg an cuid eachdraidh 
bhrùideil a’ mhòr-chuid de chroitearan. 

Dhuinn an Riaghaltas mu dheireadh Ionmhas Fearann Alba agus chaidh 
an t-uallach a ghluasad chun an iomairt GCA aig a’ Chrannchur Mhòr, ach 
chan eil am prògram seo a’ gabhail a chòrr a thagraidhean. Thuirt Mac an 
t-Sealgair gun robh an Riaghaltas seo a-nise air an sporan chudromach a 
bh’ aig Iomairt na Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean, gus taic a chur ri ceannach 
oighreachdan croitearachd, an ìre mhath a dhùnadh ri linn lughdachadh 
airgid agus dh’ iarr e gun leasaicheadh  iad e gun dàil.

Ged a tha e tràth nan eachdraidh ann an dòigh, tha na h-oighreachdan sin 
a chaidh fo stiùir an cuid choimhearsnachdan fhèin a’ deanamh fìor mhath 
agus tha iad nan deagh dhearbhadh air luach na saothrach a chaidh a chur 
an sàs gus smachd a thoirt dha na daoine a tha a’ fuireach orra. Agus nach 
annasach mar sin gum biodh Riaghaltas a tha a’ cur uimhir de luach air 
fèin-riaghladh agus neo-eisimeileachd ag àicheadh cothrom dha coimhear-
snachd sam bith a tha gu ìre a’ sireadh an aon seòrsa ceann-uidhe.

Agus tha seo a’ tachairt aig àm far am bheil an aon Riaghaltas ag “èi-
steachd” ri beachd an t-sluaigh air Dreach Bile Leasachaidh Croitearachd 
agus am Ministear leis an uallach ag radh gum bheil iad ag iarraidh a’ 
chuid as fhèarr dha na croitearan. Theagamh nach eil a h-uile croitear 
ann an suidheachadh  pàirt a ghabhail ann an ceannach oighreachd ach 
gun teagamh tha cuid leis an rùn sin, agus nach tàmailteach an cothrom 
luachmhor a bh’ ann ga thoirt bhuapa. Aig amannan tha a’ mhòr-shluagh 
a’ fàs gu math searbh nuair a chithear deagh bheachdan gan trèigsinn le 
aon taobh de phoileataigs air sgàth ’s gur e taobh eile a mhol e!  Chan ann 
san aon àite tha ’n t-olc, neo an gliocas!

When one considers the general success of estates recently taken into com-

appeal that Government support for such community acquisitions should 

it does seem odd that a philosophical belief in independence and self 
government does not equate with maximising opportunities for community 
ownership and management.

Voters do get seriously cynical when they feel that good ideas are dropped 
by one political party just because they originated with the opposition. 

TAYNUILT’S Pre-Mòd Ceilidh gave Mod competitors a 

event next week.
The ceilidh, held last Saturday, was opened by young piper 

Cameron Bennett.
Fear-an-Taighe Donald Harrison kept a tight rein on pro-

ceedings, moving on a packed programme, which featured 
many Argyll hopefuls at this year’s Mòd. 

winners at the National Mòd, were: Taynuilt Primary School 

singer Amy Boyce, Ceol-is-Gaire under-12 folk group, Ma-
ria Clark in the infants’ poetry recital, Cameron Bennett on 
accordion, Ceol-an-Obain over 12s group, singer Malcolm 

School action song group. 
The senior participants in the second half gave top class 

performances all round: Ceann an Tuirc male voice choir with 
conductor Joy Dunlop, who also sang solo, singers Helen C 
Pearson and Nicola Pearson and F Ann MacLean, duet David 
and Audrey Paterson and Argyll quartet Dealrach, which 
included Joy, Audrey, Nicola and Riona Whyte from Mull. 

Moira Dunlop gave a vote of thanks. Taynuilt Ladies 
Choir and Taynuilt Gaelic Choir closed the evening and led 
a packed hall in singing Soraidh Leibh.

Duet David and Audrey Paterson 
of Taynuilt at the village’s Pre-Mod       

Ceilidh last Saturday.

Royal National Mòd 
competitors use 
Taynuilt as rehearsal

AN INNOVATIVE programme 
for rural patients may make the 
world of a difference for people 
suffering from long term health 
conditions.

Telehealth, a trial health moni-
toring programme being used 
throughout Argyll, has landed on 
the Island of Luing. The pods are 
used as a monitoring system of 
chronic health conditions such as 

breathing, heart conditions, high 
or low blood pressure, smoking 
cessation and alcohol abuse. 

After taking readings by using 
information on the wireless pod 

details are sent by internet tech-
nology to the local GP practice via 
a monitoring unit in Inverness.

Pilot project 
Lead practitioner Lynn Garrett 

who was working with commu-
nity nurse Fiona Cruickshank to 
introduce the service to around 30 
patients on the island explained: 
‘Although this is a pilot project, 
NHS Highland, have invested in 
equipment that can make a sub-
stantial difference to the quality 
of life for patients.

‘For example, on Luing people 
can not get to the surgery every-
day and this way they themselves 

can take charge of their own 
health – as well as the community 
nurse making regular visits.

‘We are not trying to replace the 
existing health care but we are 
very keen for people to provide 
the most appropriate and best 
service to people in rural areas 
– the pods do that.

‘The pods help medical profes-
sionals to get the best information 
about a patient at any time of the 
day or night.’

The pods have been purchased 
in conjunction with Argyll and 
Bute Council and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Lynn Garrett joins Fiona Cruickshank at the village 
hall on the Island of Luing to talk about the Telehealth 

initiative.

Health monitoring trial programme 
links the Isle of Luing to Inverness

CHILDREN throughout the 
west coast should know 
where they are going thanks 
to a free map scheme.

Primary seven pupils from 
across Argyll and Bute are 
getting their chance to re-
ceive free Ordnance Explorer 
maps by applying for them 
online. But so far the uptake 
in the area has been less than 
expected.

MSP Peter Peacock said: 
‘This is a great scheme which 
has gone from strength to 
strength over recent years.  
So much so that there is a 
great demand for the maps, 
with over 52,000 maps being 
sent out last year.

‘This year ’s campaign 
looks to be equally as suc-

cessful with some schools 
having to wait until January 
to receive them.  But so far, 
out of the 69 schools in Ar-
gyll and Bute, only 44 have 
applied for theirs.

Mr Peacock added: ‘We are 
lucky in Argyll and Bute to 
have some of the best scen-
ery in the country.  Youngster 
should be able to make the 
most of what is on their door-
steps and these maps will go 
a long way to helping them 
get out and about.’

Head teachers in the area 
have been made aware of 
the scheme and should apply 
for the map via http://freem-
aps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
freemapsfor11yearolds/in-
dex.html

Free map scheme 
fails to find 
favour with Argyll 
and Bute schools
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08 TOTOTA Hilux Invincible 3.0TD auto, double cab, silver, sat nav, full spec,   £14,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab, black, canopy, 30k, £12,650
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab, black, leather, canopy, 20k £10,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab full spec, auto, black £10,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab, 4WD, pick up, black, 40k £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, Club cab pick-up, black, towbar, loadliner, 20k, £6,450
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, silver, leather, 40k,   £8,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick-up, black, leather, 20k,  £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 DID double cab pick –up, silver, canopy £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, did, double cab pick-up, white, 29k,  £7,250
06 MITSUBISHI L200, double cab pick –up, met. blue, 20k, choice £6,950
05 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab pick up, black, liner, 40k £6,450
07 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab, canopy, black, full spec, 20k, £11,950
07 NISSAN Navara King Cab pick-up, silver, alloys, air con,  £9,650
06 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab pick up, black, 6 speed, cruise control,  £8,950
05 NISSAN Navara king cab, custom built mobile workshop body, 50k, £7,250
07 ISUZU Rodeo Denver Max, double cab pick-up, 3lt, auto, silver £8,950
07 FORD Ranger, single cab pick up, 4WD, new shape, silver, canopy,  £8,450
56 FORD Ranger Thunder, double cab pick up, grey, canopy, leather,  £7,450
06 FORD Ranger,  double cab pick up, silver, canopy, air con, 40k,  £6,950
55 FORD Ranger,  Super Cab pick-up, 2WD, 14k, as new £5,950
04 FORT Transit 260, 85 SWB van, white, 30k £4,650
07 SANTANA Station Wagon crew cab,  SP10 LWB,  met blue, 9k, no vat, £8,950 
07 SANTANA Station Wagon ,  SP10 LWB,  9 seater, 18k, no vat, £8,950
JOHN DEERE F1145 FWD, front mount grass cutter, cab, 6ft cut, £2,950
03 JOHN DEERE 6320 Premium FWD 40k, 4,000hrs L/P Tyres, Autoquad, A.Con £20,450

£2500 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL COMBO VAN 1.3 CDTI
05 reg, 63,000 miles, Red , 10 months 

mot 6 months tax , Sxi alloys and 
seats,  New brakes and discs, 2 new 
tyres, New springs. Ex-post van well 

looked after. Any inspection welcome.

Telephone: 
07824700330

£550

SUIT UP TO 12 YEARS.
Telephone: 

07760348610 (anytime)

01866 822556 (after 5pm)

1 CHILD’S 
QUAD BIKE

£7895 o.n.o. no VAT

new model, only 1300hrs, 
cw 2 buckets, service history, very clean, 

delivery can be arranged.

Telephone: 
07721692753

JCB 801-5 
MINIDIGGER

MITSUBISHI LANCER 
ESTATE

£4000 o.n.o.
2005. MOTd & taxed April 2010. 

Excellent condition.
Tel: 07762 315108

WANTED
LANDROVER 90 OR 110, NEW OR OLD MODELS, 

ALSO DISCOVERY, RANGE ROVER AND ALL 
JAPANESE MODELS, TOYOTA ETC, HIGH MILES, 

DAMAGED, ANYTHING CONSIDERED.

Contact James 07866 590583 or 07966 293996

3

WANTED
ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009

ANY MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE, CONDITION 
CONSIDERED

INSTANT CASH PAYMENT.  
DISTANCE NO OBJECT, WILL TRAVEL.

Tel: Stephen 07751026953

3

£425 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT VIVACITY, 50CC SCOOTER, 1999
14,400 miles, 

excellent condition & great 
runner. MOT, Sept 2010.

Telephone: 
07919 366116 or 

01855 831402
(Kinlochleven)

£700 o.n.o.

CONWAY 2TON DROPSIDE TRAILER

1.6m wide, 
2.54m long.

Telephone: 
01631 565153

£8,350 + VAT o.n.o.

SANTANA PS10 DOUBLE CAN VAN 4X4
07 reg, 45,000 miles, vgc, one owner, 

full dealers service history, legal to tow 
3.5 tonnes, tow bar, winch and roof 

rack included. Taxed Feb 10.

Telephone: 
01688 500139

£1725 o.n.o.

SEAT IBIZA
1.4 Chill, 2002, 5 door, 87,100 

miles, petrol, manual, AC, EW, 6CD 
Multichanger,4 new tyres, timing belt 
and water pump fitted, Mot and Taxed 

June 2010,very reliable.
Tel: 07919366116 or 

01855831402
(Kinlochleven)

2007 VOLVO BL61 PLUS 
WHEELED DIGGER

£29,000 o.n.o.
ONLY 850 HOURS,QUICK HITCH BUCKET,

CAR OR 4WD TAKEN IN P/X

SEAFIELD MOTORS INVERNESS 

01463 225800.
£2100

2004, 61,000 miles, lined and shelved, 
taxed and MOT

Telephone: 
01631 565874 or 07919 370461

CITROEN BERLINGO 
VAN

£6,500

52 reg, 1 year MOT, 10 months Tax, dark blue, alloy 
wheels, black leather interior, good condition.

Telephone: 
01967 402286

LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY, TDI E5

£4495 o.n.o.

BMW 320D SE 50+ MPG
W reg Met Blue 83K MOT Jan 2010, 
FSH, Alloys, Climate Control, 6 CD 
player, E/Sroof, Traction & Stability 
Control, 2 Keys Car, Drives & Looks 

Superb

Telephone: 
07909 152077 

(Inveraray)

£4495 o.n.o. NO VAT

LANDROVER 110 HI CAP P/UP 
V Reg, Heavy Duty Upgrade, MOT’ 
& Taxed, 108K Adjustable, Hitch 
Bullbars, 3 Cloth Seats, recent BR 

Goodrich Mud Terain tyres, Ifor Wil-
liams Canopy.

Telephone: 
07771 541578 

(Inveraray)

£2850 o.n.o.

MASSEY FERGUSON 135
Very good condition.

Tyres as new.
Duncan Cab.

Telephone: 
07788763876

Oban Area

ABI DALESMAN 35 X 12’ 
STATIC CARAVAN

£2300
Lounge/Diner, Kitchen, 3 bedrooms (one as office) separate bathroom and toilet.  

Porch to main door.  Full electrics. Panel heater, towel rails, 2 phone points.  
In good condition, suit self build etc.  Available October/November.

Tel: 01880 730326£11,700 o.n.o.

FORD FOCUS ST 3 

15000 miles, 06 reg, 
good condition. 

Telephone: 
07766 717827

£1600 o.n.o.

VW LUPO 1.4E AUTOMATIC
51 reg, 1 year mot, 

80,000mls, F. S.H, tow 
bar, good condition.

Telephone: 
01586 551329 

£1500

MERC VITO VAN 110 CDI
W Reg (2000)

Metallic silver, electronic windows, alloy wheels.
Recently serviced and undersealed.

MOT and Taxed.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600810 or Mob 07979 416572

WANTED

TO RENT OR 
PURCHASE

YACHT MOORING 
IN OR NEAR 

OBAN, FOR 30FT 
SAILING BOAT.

Tel: 07763 945244

OUTBOARDS
Any Age

Any condition

WANTED

Tel: 07795 546650 £2,700 o.n.o.

SUBARU FORESTER 2.0LTR
2002 (02) 5 door estate
Low miles, 50,500 only

FSH
MOT May 2010.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

302150

£2500 o.n.o.

VW GOLF 1.9 SDI
01 plate, blue, mot’d 

until June 2010, 
taxed until May 2010, 

91,000 miles.
Very reliable. Diesel.

Telephone: 
07990 910616

£4,600 plus VAT

MITSUBISHI L200
good condition, first reg 
1/7/05, MOT 5/7/10, 

mileage 75,000, 
taxed Jan 2010.

Telephone: 
Day: 01852 

500273, Mob: 
07710060021

To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

White RIB ‘Arimar’   2.95m x 1.7m 
Launching trolley

9.9 Suzuki 2 stroke outboard motor
END OF SEASON BARGAIN

£ 1,500 or near offer

Argyll Coastal Services Ltd.
‘The Boat Store’, 

Lower Dunollie Road,
Oban, Argyll PA34 5PJ

United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1631 565986

Mob: +44 (0)7766 110747
Home: +44 (0)1852 300170

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford 
dealer for new and used sales, 

service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors 
North Road 
Fort William 

Tel: 01397 700110

59 Ford Focus RS 2.5 3dr Frozen White Half Leather Lux Pack 2 Bluetooth, Sat Nav, 6 miles !! ....................... £27,495

59 Ford Transit 280 SWB 85ps White Wood Lined Choice of 3  .........................................................£11,495+VAT+RFL

59 Ford Transit Connect 1.8 TDCi Sport Performance Blue Alloy Wheels Sports Pack ...................£11,495+VAT+RFL

59 Ka Style 1.2 3dr Black New Model  £35 road tax Central Locking Electric windows ....................................... £8,595

59 Ka Studio 1.2 3dr Grey ABS New Model Twin Airbags Only £35 Road tax....................................................... £7,995

58 Seat Ibiza SC 1.6 Sport 3 door in  White, Immaculate Car Stunning only 7k miles  ..................................... £10,495

08 Ford Focus ST3 5dr Colorado Red Full Leather Recaro Interior only 7,500 miles 1 owner ........................... £15,995

08 Ford Focus 2.0TDCi Zetec 3dr Black Privacy Glass Stunning Performance with Economy ........................... £11,495

08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5dr, A/C, alloy wheels, remote control locking ...................................................... £9,995

08 Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec 5dr Black Sports Pack ...................................................................................................... £9,495

58 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 3dr Panther Black  5200 miles .................................................................................... £12,995

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5dr Ocean Blue A/C Alloy Wheels Quickclear Windscreen .................................................. £10,995

57 Mini Cooper Convertible 3dr  British Racing Green  5000 miles ..................................................................... £12,995

07 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Panther Black Remote Central Locking Elec Windows ........................................... £6,995

56 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique S 3dr Silver New Shape ........................................................................................ £7,495

56 Ford Transit Connect TDCi  Blue only 17,000 miles ............................................................................... £5,995 + VAT

55 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec Blue Alloy Wheels Climate Control  .................................................................. £4,595

05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr Black Alloy Wheels Air Conditioning ........................................................................... £8,495

05 Kia Rio 1.3 LE 5dr Blue Central Locking Electric Windows Alloy Wheels only 29,000 miles 1 owner .............. £3,495

55 VW Golf GTi 5dr Black 18” Alloys Center Arm Rest only 33,000 miles  ......................................................... £13,995

04 Ford Focus Zetec 5dr Moondust Silver Alloys CD Player ................................................................................... £4,895

53 Peugot 307 S HDi 5dr Silver Remote central locking CD Player AC Excellent MPG ....................................... £3,995

03 Chrysler Voyager 2.5 CRD LX Black 7 seats A/C Alloy Wheels ......................................................................... £5,495

03 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3dr Black only 35000 miles ................................................................................... £3,995

02 Audi A2 1.6 FSi Sport 5dr Climate Control Alloy Wheels .................................................................................. £4,995

02 BMW X5 3.0d Auto Silver Full Leather Xennon Headlamps Memory Seats Trip Computer ........................... £8,995

Xreg Peugeot 206 2.0 GTi 3 dr Silver only 44,000 miles stunning car and performance ....................................... £2,995

Xreg Ford Escort 1.6 Finesse 5dr A/C Alloy Wheels CD Player 45000 miles ......................................................... £1,995

AUTUMN EXTRAVAGANZA
Due to an exceptional September 

Ben Nevis Motors has many 
quality used cars
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Wishing all competitors the 
best of luck for this years 
Tour of Mull Rally, 
especially the locals!

Craignure
Isle of Mull
PA65 6AY
01680 812475
01680 812393
info@tslcontractors.co.uk

Brogan
Fuels

‘WHY SHIVER WHEN WE CAN DELIVER’

Telephone: 
01631 570670

www.brogans.co.uk
Glenshellach Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HG

Wishing everyone the very best of 
luck for the Mull Rally.

Proud to be fuelling the Isle of Mull

A FATHER and son will 
be going head to head 
at this year’s Tunnock’s 
Tour of Mull Rally, as the 
event celebrates its 40th 
anniversary.
Mull is already gear-
ing itself up for one of 
the most widely antici-
pated rallying duels in 

the country. Father and 
son duo, Neil and Paul 
MacKinnon will be rivals 
on the day - Neil has 
won the rally 12 times 
in the past and his son 
Paul won it for the first 
time last year.
Paul’s pace was a rev-
elation on the 2008 
event. He’s only been 
rallying for three sea-
sons, first with a 1.6 litre 

two-wheel drive Peugeot 
205, before moving up to 
a turbocharged two litre, 
four-wheel drive Subaru 
Impreza last year.
Neil was also right on 
the pace from the first 
stage last year until 
mechanical failure inter-
vened, denying MacKin-
non senior his chance 
to score his 13th victory 
on the longest, toughest 

event in British club 
rallying.
Even so, MacKinnon 
junior’s first victory 
was in doubt till the 
final stage. Callum 
Duffy harried him 
every mile of every 
stage in his Ford Es-
cort MkII.  The scene 
was reminiscent of Tam 
O’ Shanter’s witch hang-
ing on to his horse’s tail. 

After 150 miles of flat-out 
motoring over the notori-
ous narrow, switchback 
roads of Mull, the differ-
ence between the two 
was half a second per 
stage! Incredible.
The racing route this 

year is split into three 
legs, with the first start-
ing from Tobermory at 
7.45pm on Friday, Oc-
tober 9. The second leg 
comprises the daylight 
section running from 
noon on the Saturday 

and starting from Salen, 
while the final leg, again 
in darkness, will com-
mence from Salen at 
9pm.
However, to get the 40th 
anniversary celebrations 
underway, the big attrac-
tion on Friday night will 
be the ‘city centre spe-
cial’. 
Last staged in the first 
year of the new millenni-
um, a short competitive 
stage will be run through 
the centre of Tobermory. 
From the rally start in the 
Car Park at the southern 
end of Main Street, the 

Tunnocks Tour of Mull Rally
Friday 9th - Sunday 11th October 2009

The Tunnock’s Tour at 40!

2008 Mull Rally Champion
Paul MacKinnon

Tunnock’s Tea Cakes

Our new robot is packing 3 million 
every week and developing a 

lovely Scottish accent!

Afore.Afore.

k ll
The noo.

Old Mill Road, Uddingston G71 7HH  Tel: 01698 813551 www.tunnock.co.uk

Mathew Spicer from 
S& S Services

will be attending the Mull 
Rally and will be happy 
to provide you with any 

information you may require

For further information call 
Campbell Hamilton on 01292 880080

rally cars will blast along 
the seafront, up the Back 
Brae hairpin, out along 
Albert Street and on to 
the Dervaig Road. It’s a 
sight, sound and specta-
cle, not to be missed.
Programmes will be on 
sale in Tobermory on 
Friday including maps 
of the routes being used 
and the timetable to fol-
low with spectators be-
ing reminded that during 
a Road Closure they will 
not be permitted to use 
that stretch of road until 
once again opened by 
Strathclyde Police.

Every Success for 2009!

Left: 2008 Winners 
Paul MacKinnon and 
Daniel Barritt

Above: 2008 Runners Up Calum & Iain Duffy

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles ................................£8,150
07 Renault Clio Exp 1.2 5 door in grey, 17,000 miles .......................£7,450
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750
56 Renault Clio Campus Sport, 3 door, silver, 22,500 miles ..............£5,450
56/07 Renault Clio Dyn 1.4, 3dr, black, 24,000 miles ......................£6,550
06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles ...............£6,350
06 Renault Clio Dyn S, 3dr, red, 11,000 miles .................................£6,995
06 Renault Kangoo Car Exp Dci 86, blue, 43,000 miles ...................£6,500
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
55 Renault Modus Exp 1.2 , black, 16,000  miles  ............................£5,350
54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles ............................£4,850
03 Renault Megane EXP 1.6 5dr Auto, green, 35,000 miles ..............£4,250
03 VW Golf 1.4, 5 dr, silver, 49,000 miles ........................................£3,950
03 Vauxhall Vectra Sxi 1.8, black, 56,000 miles ................................£3,850

05 Fiat Ulysse Dyn JTD, seven seater, blue ................................. £8,750

COMMERCIALS

04 Peugeot Expert .....................................................................£4500+vat
52 Renault Master LWB MRV ....................................................£3550+vat
X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced 
and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

04 Reg Vauxhall Corsa  1.3 Diesel, 41,000 miles ......................... £4255
54 Reg Peugeot 206 1.4 Estate, 49,000 miles .............................. £3750

 ............................. £2975
02 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4SRI, 79,000 miles ............................... £2975
02 Reg Renault Megane 1.4, 69500 miles .................................... £2375
99 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Club, 86000 miles .............................. £1750
98 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Club, 76,000 miles .............................. £1750
2000 Reg Peugeot 106 Customer Car, 52,000 miles .....................£1175

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

THREE generations of one 
island family will be mak-
ing an outing at this week-
end’s 40th Mull Rally. 

But can the grandchild 
beat the grandfather – on 
the roads of Mull? Who can 
tell.

17 testing stages
Eddie O’Donnell senior 

from Tobermory on the Isle 
of Mull, Eddie O’Donnell 
junior from Salen and 

whipper-snapper Steven 
O’Donnell, aged 17, also 
from Salen, will make it a 
family affair when they take 
to the 17 stage, three-leg ral-
ly, beginning on Friday 9th.

Despite the grandfather 

his son will win, there are a 
few bets being placed either 
way on the newcomer.

Eddie senior said: ‘I have 
been competing in the event 

It’s a family affair for the O’Donnells in this year’s Mull Rally. Eddie junior and senior go 
head to head with 17-year-old Steven – will experience beat the bravado of the youngster?

since 1978, that’s 31 years, and 
this year Eddie junior and I  will 
be driving a Mark Two Escort. 
Eddie and I have been driving 
together since he was 17, that’s 
26 years ago.

‘We were not surprised that 
Steven, who has just passed 

outing, as a driver, at this years 

rally driving is probably in his 
blood.

‘He will be driving a Mark 
One Escort, with John Fitness 
who is better known for his 
Gaelic song and dance rather 
than being a co-pilot.’

By giving the old boys the 
number 15 and the youngsters 
115,  are the organisers trying 
to say something? 

Organiser Neil Molyneux 
said: ‘We are very excited to 
be hosting the 40th Mull Rally 
event – and delighted that so 

many families are taking part.
‘This year we are running 

a stage through Tobermory– 
which we have only done once 
before. I am sure it will be a 
spectacular stage of the rally.

‘I would like to offer our 
gratitude to the people of Mull 
for making us so welcome. And 
I would also like to thank local 
councillors Mary-Jean Devon 
and Gordon Chalmers for there 
support in this event.’

One, two, 
three 
O’Donnells
go head-
to-head in 
Mull Rally



16 RECRUITMENT Thursday 8 October, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A82 ARDLUI TO INVERARNAN RE-SURFACING AND DRAINAGE
MAINTENANCE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined that their
proposal for the improvement of a section of the A82 Trunk Road located 
400 metres or thereby, south of Inverarnan Village is –
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council
Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council;
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive
but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the
Directive it should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment
in accordance with the Directive,
and accordingly the project does not require the preparation of an
Environmental Statement.
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A82 INVERUGLAS TO NORTH SLOY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined that their
proposal for the improvement of that length of the A82 Trunk Road from
Inveruglas Water extending northwards for 1551 metres, or thereby is –
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council
Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council;
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive
but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the
Directive it should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment
in accordance with the Directive,
and accordingly the project does not require the preparation of an
Environmental Statement.
D M C MACNEILL
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Trunk Roads Network Management
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
1st October 2009

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA 
PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 

GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  
and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 

representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

09/00328/FULLO

09/00370/FULLO

09/00371/LBCLO

09/00376/MSCLO

Development Address

Fort William Fire Station
Claggan Road, Claggan,
Fort William

Site 55m North East of 
Oakhaven, 3 Blaich, Fort 
William

Site 55m North East of 
Oakhaven, 3 Blaich, 
Fort William

Former Cameron’s Garage
Onich, Fort William

Proposal Description

Demolition of fire station and 
erection of 8 flats

Conversion of church into
house and retrospective
removal of roof

Conversion of church into 
house and retrospective 
removal of roof

Approval of matters specified in 
Condition 3 and 8 of planning 
permission 05/00389/OUTLO 
- formation of access road and 
parking provision

Alternative locations
where application may 
be inspected and time 
period for comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
Regulation 5 - affecting the 
character of a listed building 
(21 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

NOTICE OF POLL
ELECTIONS OF COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS ELECTION 
DAY 29 OCTOBER 2009
1. Polling will take place for the election of Community Councillors for the Areas shown below because the number 
 of validly nominated Candidates exceeds the number of Community Councillors to be elected in those Areas.
2. The names and addresses of each Candidate are as follows:-

Area Surname of Candidate Other Names Address

Appin Baker Peter Strathaird, Port Appin
AA70 Craig David R Lettershuna House, 

Appin
Drysdale Lorraine A 17 Kirkton, Appin
Johnston P Ethel  Lettershuna Lodge, 

Appin
MacCorquodale Alison Inverfolla Farm, Appin
MacLeod Linda 4 Lonruadh Cottages,

Appin
Scorgie Tina C 1 Orchard Cottage,

Appin
Silkowski Isobel Cruachan, Appin
Thomson Calum 1 Lonruadh Cottages,

Appin
Thomson Fiona C 1 Lonruadh Cottages,

Appin
White Geoffrey Hazelwood, Port

Appin
Zvegintzov Paul D Appin Home Farm,

Appin

Kilfinan  Bright Steven Oran an Eala,
AA81 Portavadie, Millhouse
AA82 Graham-Weall Andrew Flat Ground, 

Mountainside Villa, 
Tighnabruaich

MacBride Elizabeth S Flat 3, Kyles View, 
Kames

MacColl John G Achnaskioch, Kilfinan
MacGregor Alex Flat 2, Tighnafaolinn, 

(commonly known Tighnabruaich
as April)

McCulloch Doris Flat 1, Rosehill,
Tighnabruaich

Pearce Claire E Ardencraig, Middle 
North, Kames

Pollock  Douglas Newhaven, Kames
Sharp Elisabeth R Flat 1, Otterburn,

Tighnabruaich
Stewart Anne 8 Charles Terrace, 

Kames
Weir Williamina M Connas Cottage, 

Millhouse

Arrochar & Bax Anne S Fascadail House, 
Tarbet Arrochar
AA88 Davidson Joan M Coilessan House, 
AD04 Coilessan
AD06 Graham  Colin 18 Cobbler View, 

Arrochar
Haggarty Mary I Hawthorn Cottage, 

Arrochar
Kay Ian Clattoch Mhore, 

Tarbet, Arrochar
Lowe William A Silverdale, Arrochar
MacDonald Ronald 4 Cobbler View, 

Arrochar
McMillan Neil Ceanlochlong,

Succoth, Argyll
Mustarde Jean V Taigh An Lochain, 

Succoth, Arrochar
Page Diana E Cruachan, Arrochar
Ross Ronald 31 Ballyhennan 

Crescent, Tarbet

Lochgilphead Christie Brian R Cruach Breachain, 
AA27 Dun Mor Avenue, 

Lochgilphead
Docherty John A 7 Ardpatrick Place, 

Lochgilphead
Ellis Karen First Floor, 13 Lochnell 

Street, Lochgilphead
Kastelein Pieter Flat 1, Cruach, Manse 

Brae, Lochgilphead
Liddell Ian Willowbank, Manse 

Brae, Lochgilphead
McCallum Elizabeth M Suilven, Manse Brae, 

Lochgilphead
McCallum Ian A Suilven, Manse Brae, 

Lochgilphed
McFadden John D 27 Fernoch Drive, 

Lochgilphead
McGuire Patricia Flat Ground, 44 Union 

Street, Lochgilphead
Millar Robert E Misty Law, Manse 

Brae, Lochgilphead
Mochrie Donald J W 7 Brodie Crescent, 

Lochgilphead
Rhodick Elizabeth M 2 Bank Park, 

Lochgilphead
Rhodick Helen E M 17 Brodie Crescent, 

Lochgilphead
Simpson James Flat 4, 46 Brodie 

Crescent, Lochgilphead
Stewart Christine A 8 McCallum Court, 

Lochgilphead
Summers John 26 Kilmory Road, 

Lochgilphead
Vassie Elaine Old Manse, Manse 

Brae, Lochgilphead
Vassie Neil M M Old Manse, Manse 

Brae, Lochgilphead

3. The persons entitled to vote at these elections are the persons registered in the Register of Electors in force as 
 at 1st September 2009 for the Community Council area but a person whose name is so registered may not vote 
 if the entry in the Register gives as the date on which he/she will attain the age of 18 years a day later than 
 the day of the election.
4. Electors will be sent a Postal Ballot Paper and will require to return this to me by not later than 4.00pm on 
 Thursday 29 October 2009 if their votes are to be counted.
5. Candidate Statements if submitted by them, will be available on the Council website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
 communitycouncils/ during the election period.

Nigel Stewart, Returning Officer, Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Charles
Kennedy MP 
Serving Ross, Skye & Lochaber 

Advice Surgeries  
Friday 16 October, 2009

10.30am – 11.00 am
Lochaline Village Hall, 

Lochaline, Morven
12.30pm – 1.30pm The Sunart 

Centre, Strontian
2.30pm – 3.00pm Acharacle 

Resource Centre, Morrison 
Place, Acharacle

All welcome - 
no appointment needed 
Tel: 01349 862152 

charles@highlandlibdems.org.uk

Mark Sutherland Electrical Contracto

requires experienced 
Electricians
Covering Oban area

please contact 01631 566642 or 07745 286012

Driver/Storeperson
Oban Depot - Apply to Mr C McDonald 

Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

Harvester 
Operator 
Required

Must be experienced 
with FMOC
To work 

John Deere 1470 
Fort William area

Contact
07771 692 522

W T Burdens
Yard Person / Test 
and Run Assistant
Burdens is one of 
the UK’s leading 

civil engineering material 
suppliers and tool hire 

companies.
A vacancy has arisen at 
our Oban branch for a 
yard person / test and 

run assistant. The prime 
functions would be to 

help ensure the smooth 
running of the yard by 
loading and unloading, 

serving customers in the 
yard and trade counter, 
testing and running hire 

tidy and orderly.
In return Burdens offer 
a competitive salary, a 

group share scheme and 
comprehensive training.
Apply in writing to Iain 
Alexander, Burdens, 

1 Mill Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban 

Argyll PA34 4HA

SUPPORTA CARE
CARE WORKERS required to provide a quality care at 

home service to persons living in their own homes in the 
Argyle and Bute area.   Full time and part time shifts 

available including week-end shifts. 
Experience preferred but not essential as a comprehensive training 

programme is provided.   The use of a car is an advantage. We offer 
competitive rates of pay and an enhanced disclosure will be requested.

We are an equal opportunities employer.
If you are interested in the either of the above posts please call 

Jacquie Mc Knight on 01631 566506 Monday to Friday 
between 9.00 a.m. and 17.00 p.m.

Work you can believe in.

CrossReach is Scotland’s largest voluntary social work organisation, offering care and
counseling to over 4,000 people daily. At Auchinlee in Campbeltown, which was
recently awarded the Charter Mark, our aim is to provide a quality of care for older
people that incorporates the principles of privacy, choice, dignity, independence,
rights and fulfilment and which encourages people to regain and retain the skills 
of living.

Careworker
25 hours•£14,764 - £16,945 pro rata (Qualification bar applies)•Campbeltown

Relief Careworkers
Various hours • £6.81 per hour • Campbeltown

Making a positive difference to people’s lives can be a very rewarding experience.
Every shift will bring different challenges, from planning future activities for clients
to simply giving them the dignity, privacy and choice their humanity deserves. In
return we offer a comprehensive benefits package, including a generous pension
and holiday allowance. 

Applicants are required to have a Christian commitment and be able to uphold our
Christian Ethos, which is a Genuine Occupational Requirement in terms of the
Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003. This post is subject to
enhanced disclosure. For more information and to apply visit www.crossreach.org.uk/jobs
or call 01586 552568.

Closing date: Friday 23rd October 2009.

CrossReach is the Social Care arm of the Church of Scotland – a charity registered in Scotland SC011353.

crossreach.org.uk

Closing date: 23 October 2009. 
To apply visit our website

Admin and Finance Assistant
£17,501 - £18,596 Campbeltown Ref: DSP04045T
Temporary, Campbeltown Town Centre Heritage Initiative (THI)

01546 604286 for this post only

Janitor/Caretaker 
£7.79 per hour Campbeltown Ref: OSF21062
Variable hours, as and when required

Janitor/Cleaner
£6.92 per hour Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: OSF20270/1
Lismore Primary School, Part Time, 10 hours per week

Catering Assistant 
£6.92 per hour Oban Ref: OSF20561
Park Primary, 20hrs per week, Term Time

Cleaner
£6.32 per hour Oban Ref: OSF20298/R
Temporary, Social Work Offi ce, Oban, 12hrs per week

01546 604625 for the above 4 posts

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

Scottish Ambulance Service

Closing date: midday on Friday, 16th October 2009.

South West Division

Relief Auxiliary Ambulance Staff 
Lochgilphead

You will support our full time professional staff by covering evening duties on an on-call basis.  There may 
be occasions when you will be required to work daytime hours and regular weekend work is a feature of 
this post, required to work at least one in three per month.

With a full UK driving licence, which includes categories C1 and D1, you must reside within three miles 
of the station at Lochgilphead.  Appropriate training will be provided locally, the successful completion of 
which will be a condition of employment.  

Remuneration will be by way of standby and call out payments; further details regarding the salary will be 
available at interview. Total earnings will depend on demands placed on the Service.

Informal enquiries should be made to Mr Alasdair Galbraith on 01546 462246.

For an application form please write to Katrina Cornelius, Training Administrator, Maryfi eld House, Maryfi eld 
Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9DF.  Alternatively email swdtraining@nhs.net or telephone 01292 284101. 
Completed application forms should be returned to Katrina at the above postal or email address. 

If you have not heard from this dept within four weeks of the closing date, then please consider your 
application to be unsuccessful on this occasion.

Ardfern Area

Care Assistant 
required

Independent elderly 
gentleman needs some 
help to remain living in 
his own home. Help 
with personal care, 
cooking and some 
cleaning. Flexible 10 
hrs per week approx. 
£10 per hour gross. 

Telephone D.M 
MacKinnon, Solicitors 

01631 563014



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

Unit 3, Inveralmond Trade Park, Perth, PH1 3TT

•PLUMBING & HEATING

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson 

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners,
Builders

& Funeral 
Directors
Breadalbane
Street, Oban
Telephone

01631 562562
or

01631 562203

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

• COUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 

relationship problem?
We can help.

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 

also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 

(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 

Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995
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Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548
service

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

‘Do not be deceived: 
God is not mocked, 
for whatever one 
sows, that will he 

also reap.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

Father John Paul MacKinnon

Bon Voyage,  Father J.P....We’ll Miss you!

Arngrimur and Sharon 
MacKenzie-Baldursson 

would like to thank 
family and friends who 

made their wedding 
day so special.  Many 

thanks for gifts received 
and donations to Cancer 

Research.  Special 
thanks to Rev John 

MacKinnon for making 
our wedding so unique.

Betty Cowan

Happy 60th Birthday 
lots of love  from all the 

family x. 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

 BABY EQUIPMENT

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

selling due to urgent move 

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

ready to bring on, needs 

 FREE AND SWAP

 FURNITURE

COFFEE TABLE oval glass 

 GARDEN MACHINERY

 GENERATORS

engine, very reliable, dry 
storage, sitting in Mull 

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HIGHLAND DRESS

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

single headboard, still in 

 HOME OFFICE

 JEWELLERY AND 
WATCHES

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

 LOGS

 MAIL ORDER

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

junior Yamaha guitar 

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

individually or boxed. 

you money!

sold in reams or by the box 

 SHOP FITTINGS

aluminium, lights, suitable 

 WANTED

LADIES TRICYCLE

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

PERSONALS
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THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

BIRTHS

SPREADBURY - KELSO
- Charles and Hazel are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their baby girl 
Alyssa.  Special thanks 
to the midwives in Oban, 
the doctors and midwives 
in Paisley and the air 
ambulance service for their 
excellent care.

MARRIAGES
BAIN - FERGUSON - At 
Glassary Parish Church on 
September 12, 2009, by 
Rev Brian Wilkinson, Paul 
son of Robert and the late 
Mary Bain, Alness, to Jan 
Catherine, elder daughter 
of Colin and Jae Ferguson, 
Leckuary, Kilmichael 
Glassary
CRAIG - KINSELLA - At 
Kilmore and Oban Church 
of Scotland on Saturday, 
October 3, 2009, by Rev 
Catherine Knott, Shirley, 
only daughter of Isobel 
and John, to David, son of 
Patrick and the late Carmel.  
A great day was had by all.
MACCORMICK  - 
MACINNES - On Friday, 
September 18, 2009, in 
Glasgow, Iain Somerled 
MacDonald MacCormick to 
Riona Taylor MacInnes.

GOLDEN WEDDING
MACKINNON - 
McDONALD - Dolina and 
Alexander were married 
at Glencruitten Road 
Church on October 8, 1959 
by the late Rev William 
MacDonald. Present 
address, Sunnyridge, 
Kenovay, Tiree.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the Western 

October 1, 2009, in his 74th 
year, Hector, of ‘Carnoch’, 
Connel, beloved husband 
of Jessie, treasured dad of 
Sarah and the late Hector, 
father-in-law of Shaun and 
adored papa of Scott, Kirsty, 
Lorne and Iona.  Funeral 
took place on October 7, 
2009, followed by interment 
at Pennyfuir Cemetery.
GILLIES - Peacefully at 
North Argyll House, Oban, 
on September 29, 2009, 
in his 89th year, James, of 
‘Strumore’, Lonan Drive, 
Oban, beloved husband of 
the late Agnes, much loved 
father of Christine, John and 
the late Donald and a greatly 
loved grandfather and great-
grandfather.  Funeral took 
place on October 5, 2009, 
followed by interment at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.
HUNTINGTON - Diana
Mabel, (née Palmer), died 
peacefully on October 4, 
2009, in her 92nd year, 
much loved wife of the 
late Bill, mother of Nick, 
Anthony, Peter and Ian 
and Grandmother of Rob, 
Fred, Louise, Tom, James, 
Robin and Callum. Private 
Cremation followed by a 
service of thanksgiving at St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban on 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009, 

please. Retiring collection/
donations if desired for 
Oban Hospice Ltd, C/o 
Hamish Hoey and Son, 37 - 
39 Stevenson Street, Oban, 
PA34 5NA. 
LINTOTT - Very suddenly 
at home 6 Bayview Road, 
Dunollie, Oban, on October 
1, 2009, Agnes (Nan 
MacFarlane), loving wife 
of the late Alan Lintott and 
loving mother to Brian and 
Colin.  Precious memories 
of the many years spent 
bringing us up.  Very much 
in our thoughts, love always.  
Funeral service will take 
place at St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban, on Friday, October 
9, 2009 at 1pm, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  

collection/donations will be 
taken for Oban Hospice and 
St John’s Cathedral.
MACDONALD - Passed 
away peacefully in 
Leighton Hospital, Crewe, 
on September 30, Michael, 
(formerly Spean Bridge), 
beloved husband of Mary 
and dearly loved father 
and grandfather. RIP. Fois 
sìorraidh dha.
MACLACHLAN - Donald
(Domhnall a’laird), dear 
husband of the late Mary 
McEachern Smith and 
father to Catherine, died 
peacefully at the Southern 
General Hospital on Friday, 
October 2, 2009, aged 83 
years. Funeral service at 
St Kiaran’s Parish Church 
on Friday, October 9, 2009 
at 2.00pm. Thereafter, to 
Kilchoman Cemetery.
MATHESON - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on Friday, 
October 2, 2009, in her 91st 
year, Mary, of Lynn Court, 
Oban, loving wife of the late 
Hugh Matheson and beloved 
auntie of Hugh, Doreen and 
Duncan MacNeil.
TIMMS - Mary, wife of the 
late Charles Timms, mother 
of Linda, Heather and 
Michael, grandmother to 
Tim, and great-grandmother 
of Freddie and Liberty, 
passed away peacefully at 
Dunaros Hospital, Mull on 
September 29, 2009 in her 
96th year. The funeral was 
held on October 6, 2009 at 
Torosay Church followed 
by internment at Kilpatrick 
Cemetery, Mull. Sadly 
missed by all the family and 
many friends.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BOWMAN - The family of 
the late Stewart Bowman, 
Scallastle, would like to 
thank all relatives and 
friends for phone calls, 
letters and cards received 
following their sudden 
sad loss. Special thanks 
to the Rev Bob Nelson for 

and to Billy MacClymont for 

funeral arrangements.
D O H E R T Y 
MACDONALD - The 
family of the late Ena 
Doherty MacDonald would 
like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
all the kind expressions 
of sympathy, mass cards, 
sympathy cards and 

time. Special thanks to 
Fr Donald MacKinnon 
for the very moving 
funeral service and to 
Mike McFall and staff for 
the caring and sensitive 
way they handled all the 
arrangements. Thanks to 
the organist, the Railway 
Club for the catering and 
to piper Sandy MacKenzie 
for the wonderful send off 
at the church and at Glen 
Nevis Cemetery.
-The Doherty MacDonald 
family, 33 Alma Road, 
Fort William
MACLENNAN - The 
family of the late Donald 
Maclennan wish to thank 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for cards, 
letters and phone calls 
received during their sad 
loss. A very special thanks 
to Dr Holliday, Dr Todd 
and the District Nurses 
also to the matron and all 
her staff at Tigh an Rudha. 
To the Rev P Williams 
for his comforting service 
and Rev B Higham for his 
kind words. Thanks also to 
the manager of the SWCS 
Scarinish for their funeral 
arrangements. Thanks also 
to the Lodge Hotel for their 
excellent catering.
STRANG - The family 
of the late Mona Strang 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
help and support following 
their recent sad loss. A 
very special thanks to Sue 
Telfer for her invaluable 
help while Mona was at 
home. To all staff at Lynn 
of Lorne, Benderloch for 
their devoted care and 
attention during Mona’s 
stay there. Special thanks 
to Chrissie MacNeil and 
Ronnie Morris. Thanks also 
to Donald MacKinnon and 
Rev Butler for comforting 
services at Kilbrandon and 
Clydebank to Ian MacInnes 
jnr and Linda Whyte of D 
and A Munn for their most 

service. A retiral collection 
of £179 was raised for 
Oban Day Hospice.

IN MEMORIAM
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Margaret, a 
very dear mum, mum-in-
law and granny, who passed 
away October 10, 1999.
Ten years have passed, but 
memories stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Ally, Roseann, Kevin and 
Claire.
CAMPBELL - Hector.
Memory is a lovely lane
Where hearts are ever true
A lane we so often travel 
down
Because it leads to you.
- A dearly missed husband, 
dad, papa x.
CRAIG - In loving memory 
of a much loved husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
grampa John (Jack) Craig, 
who died October 10, 
1993.
No longer in my life to 
share
But in my heart you’re 
always there
I miss your smile, your 
cheery ways
I miss the things you used 
to say
The happy times I recall
It’s then I miss you most 
of all
Till we meet again.
- Irene xxx.
Not a day goes by without 
a thought or tear
And the constant wish that 
you were here.
- Carole, Neil, Allan, 
Graham and Alison xx.
CURRIE - In loving 
memory of our dear dad 
and papa Cally, who died 
on October 4, 1999.
Sadly missed along life’s 
way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Ian, Mary, Iona and 
Ashley.
- Agnes, Martin, Chloe and 
Leona.
INGHAM - In loving 
memory of a dear friend 
Chris, died October 9, 
2008.
A year has gone by since 
that autumn day
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
Smiling eyes are sleeping
Busy hands are still
We miss your twinkling 
eyes and cheery face
When days are sad and 
lonely
And everything goes 
wrong
We seem to hear you 
whisper
Cheer up and carry on.
- Isobel and all the family.
LYON - In loving memory 
of James Harold MacKay 
Lyon who passed away 
peacefully on October 7, 
2008.
Forever in our hearts
Sadly missed.
- From Margaret and 
family.
MACKINNON - Joan, 
Creagan, Hough, Isle of 
Tiree. Died September 30,  
1997. In Loving Memory
- From Neil, Kaide, 
Monica and grandsons 
James,Calum and Charlie.
Also always fondly 
remembered.
- by May and Tommy.
MACLACHLAN - In 
loving memory of Mary, a 
much loved wife, mother 
and grandmother, who died 
October 10, 2008.  Forever 
in our thoughts and hearts.
- Neil, Anne and family.
MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of David, who 
died October 6, 2008.  A 
loving husband, father and 
grandfather.  Always in our 
thoughts.
- Ina, Matthew, Kathleen 
and David.
MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of Colin, who died 
October 10, 2005, a loving 
husband, father, father-in-
law and grandad.
Close in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Mary and family.
McTAGGART - Treasured 
memories of my dear 
husband and our dad 
Ian, who passed away on 
October 10, 1995.
Dearly loved and very 
sadly missed by us all.
- Hilda, Ian William and 
Gwen, Glencoe.
MELLES - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
Mae, who passed away on 
October 14, 2008.  Loved 
and remembered always.
- Blair, Janet, Jim, Michael 
and family.
MILLS - Cherished 
memories of Billy, a loving 
husband, father, father-in-
law and granda who passed 
away October 6, 2008.
My hand I placed in yours 
with pride
As you and I stood side by 
side
Then all around the sun did 
shine
I was yours and you were 
mine
Now through death we are 
apart
Taken with you is my heart
That’s the way it will 
remain.
Till God decides we meet 
again.
- Your loving wife Helen 
xxx.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It is the heartache of losing 
you
That never goes away.
- Love Violet, Helen, 
Gordon, Billy, Gordon Jnr 
and Paul xx.

SIMCOX - Remembering 
with much love our dear 
son Garry, tragically killed 
in Dubai, October 9, 1984, 
aged 26 years.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Mum and Dad. 
SIMPSON - In loving 
memory of a dear wife 
and mother Isa, who died 
October 10,  1994.
You left a place no one can 

I miss you now and always 
will.
- Ever loving son Archie.
STEELE - In loving 
memory of a special mum, 
Margaret, who passed away 
on October 8, 2000.
Always in our hearts.
- With love from Alan and 
Diane.
STEELE - Loving
memories of my mum, 
Margaret, died October 8, 
2000.
- From Morag and Nigel.
STEELE - Cherished
memories of a lovely sister, 
sister-in-law and auntie, 
Margaret, who died October 
8, 2000.
Gone yet not forgotten
Although we are apart
Your spirit lives within us
Forever in our hearts.
- Morag, Neil, Gregor and 
Euan, Killin.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
Ann, granny and great 
granny, who died October 
5, 2006.
What we would give if we 
could say
We’re going to see mum 
today
To hear her laugh
To see her smile
To sit and talk with her 
awhile
Thank you mum for those 
precious years
Sadly missed.
- Ronald, Kate, Neil, Rhoda, 
Isabel and families.
STODDART - Kenneth 
John, 4 Kilbride, Broadford, 
Isle of Skye, died October 
12, 2000.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Donald John and family in 
Fort William and Skye.
TINDALL - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Freddie, who died October 
5, 2007.
A special life 
Lovingly remembered every 
day.
- Morag.

GREENLAW  
Lynne (née Ingram)  and 
Graeme are delighted to 

announce the birth of their 
beautiful daughter Aimee, 
on September 19, 2009. 
First grandchild for John 
and Elizabeth and third 
grandchild for Gordon 

and Elaine. Many thanks 
to midwives at Aberdeen 

Maternity Unit.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Saturday 11 October 2009

Trinity 18
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
Holy Eucharist ..........12.15
St James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 11th October 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 11th October
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
LOCHABER AND LORN
MEETING FOR WORSHIP
held the Second Sunday

of each month
11 a.m. - 12 noon

Port Appin Hall
Visitors welcome

For further information
telephone 01631 730594

or 01631 330429

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

The Rev Ken Hunter, Oban Congregational Church, receives harvest gifts from some of the children 
at Taynuilt Nursery during a visit to Taynuilt Primary school.

Father John Paul MacKinnion 
receives gifts last Thursday 
from Peggy MacRae, second 
right, on behalf of St Mun’s 
Parish Church Ballachulish, 
and Rosemary Cameron on 

behalf of the Good Shepherd 
Parish Church, Kinlochleven 

years to take up a post at 
Castlebay on the Isle of Barra.

A ceilidh in his honour was 
held in the Ballachulish Village 

Hall with members of both 
congregations and the local 

community.

AN AWARD-winning 
charity driven out of 
Glasgow by high rents 
is hoping to move its 
operations to Argyll. 

Community Can Cycle 
raises money for good 
causes by recycling 
cans and plastic. If 
suitable premises can be 
found, the group plans 

Argyll charities and 
serve local businesses 
and organisations by 
providing a free can 
collection service.

The charity has had 
a temporary home 
in Dalmally since 
December, after the cost 
of rent at their Glasgow 
east end recycling centre 
became unaffordable. 
Jim O’Donnell, who 
founded the charity in 
2000, said the move to 
Dalmally had been a 
‘lifeline’ and the positive 
response they have 
received convinced him 
that Argyll was the right 
place for a permanent 
base.

He said: ‘We’ve already 
had contributions from 
local churches, volunteers 
and business. I want to 
thank everyone who has 
made us welcome and 
helped us to get started in 
Dalmally.’

Now he is issuing an 

and a small recycling 
facility at a peppercorn 
rent so they can get 
back up and running. He 
believes Community Can 

Cycle would also bring 

‘We have won umpteen 
different awards,’ said 
Jim. ‘It is a charity 
that was recognised as 
making a big impact.

‘We are having talks 
with a local charity to get 
100 percent of what we 
make going to them. We 
would supply premises 
with a box for cans and 
we collect it for free. It’s 
a win, win situation.’

By diverting waste from 

recycling rates, Jim also 
believes they could save 
Argyll and Bute Council 
and council taxpayers 
cash.

He added: ‘It’s all run 
by volunteers but there 
could be jobs for the local 
area if we expand and get 
funding.’ 

Previously, the social 
enterprise also provided a 
bicycle repair service and 
sold reconditioned bikes 
in some of Glasgow’s 
poorest communities. 

Charity abandons Glasgow for Argyll 

In Argyll, they plan 
to continue to recycle 
bicycles by collecting 

up and send them to 
developing countries 
where they can provide 
much-needed, affordable 

transport. Recently, 500 
cycles were loaded into a 
container at the Dalmally 
site to start their long 
journey to Lunga Lunga 
in Kenya where they will 
be distributed to families 
in need. 

Community Can Cycle 
is keen to hear about 
any low-cost property 
to let or from potential 
partners in their recycling 
work. Jim O’Donnell can 
be contacted on 01838 
200777.

A group of Community Can Cycle volunteers load up bicycles bound for 
Kenya at Dalmally.

Reaping the harvest at Taynuilt

Father John Paul is bid farewell by parish

FIVE budding wildlife 
photographers at Dalmally 
Primary School have won their 
category in a prestigious wildlife 
photo competition.

The P3-4 class last year was 
paid a visit by award winning 
local wildlife photographer Philip 
Price, Loch Visions, to teach them 
the basics of using a camera and 
how to look for wildlife.

After the day’s course, one of the 
teachers from the school chose the 

the British Wildlife Photography 
Awards for the School, Youth and 
Community category.

The school and Philip were 
delighted when the youngsters, 
Shannon Donald, Robert 
McLaughlin, Katrina Dowe, James 

Gemmell and Des Halewood, won 
the national competition.

A proud Philip explained that 
his role in their work had been 
minimal. ‘They really got into it 
because they could see what makes 
a good picture. The kids found all 
the subjects themselves and took 
the photos,’ he said.

‘Des’s picture of the robin taking 
off is great because he had to get it 
in focus and he just saw it in the 
tree while we were all strolling 
back to the school. It is really 
important to say that the kids 
created the pictures themselves.’

Head teacher George  Kaye said 
that all the photos the P3-4 class 
had taken had been ‘incredible’ and 
had been shown in an exhibition in 
the school.

The children all went to London 
at the end of last month, to 
Hooper’s Gallery, Clerkenwell, to 
pick up their prize.

The prize included £1,000 for 
the school and a signed book for 
the children by wildlife television 
presenter Nick Baker, who 
presented the awards, their photos 
blown up and mounted and a 

The prestigious British Wildlife 
Photography Awards celebrate 
and recognise the talents of 
photographers practising in the 
UK while highlighting the great 
wealth and diversity of the natural 
history of the British Isles. 

To see the children’s photos 
and the other winners visit www.
bwpawards.co.uk.

Philip Price with his prodigies, Shannon Donald, Robert McLaighlin, Katrina Dowe, James 
Gemmell and Des Halewood and their winning entries. 15_t41photo01

Young photographers capture £1,000 prize



Shinty leagues
Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Newtonmore
Kingussie
Fort William 
Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic
Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber
Bute
Inveraray
Glenorchy

Skye
Kilmallie
Lovat
Caberfeidh
Strathglass
Kinlochshiel
Beauly
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Lovat
Newtonmore
Glengarry
Skye
Kilmallie
Kinlochshiel
Caberfeidh

Lochside Rovers
GMA
Kilmory
Oban Celtic
Inveraray
Ballachulish
Tayforth

Taynuilt
Aberdour
Strachur
Kyles
Bute
GlasgowMid Argyll 
ColGlen
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Beauly
Lochbroom
Aberdeen U
Lochaber
Strathglass
Boleskine
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty

15 11 4 0 61 14   26
13   9 3 1 62 19   21 
16   8 2 6 33 28   18
16   8 2 6 32 31   18 
15   7 3 5 40 33   17
15   7 1 7 26 33   15
15   4 3 8 21 42   11
13   3 3 7 18 27     9
13   4 1 8 25 37     9
17   1 214 13 67    4 

16  11 1 4  43 23 23
15  11 0 4  61 31 22
13    8 3 2  30 17 19 
16    9 0 7  27 25 18 
14    7 1 6  43 25 15  
13    7 1 5   36 3015
15    6 1 8  28  3513
14   2 1 11 10  56  5
14   0 0 14 11  47  0

11  9 1 1  42  19  19
11  8 1 2  44  18  17 
  9  6 0 3  23  17  12
11  4 2 5  33  33  10
11  3 1 7  26  42    7 
11  2 1 8  23  35    5
10  2 0 8  17  44    0

16 13 2 1  65  15 28
1712 1  4 66  35  25
13  9 1 3  47  15  19
16  9 0 7  55 44   18
16  8 1 7  36 44   17
15  7 2 6  41 31   16 
16  5 2 9  34 51   12
16  5 0 11 25 55  10
14  2 111  19 59    5
15  2 013  28 67    4 

1313 0 0  66 13   26
16  9 0 7  54 48   18 
15  7 1 7  33 37   15
10  6 1 3  30 18   13
14  6 1 7  32 29   13 
15  4 4 7  35  45  12
14  5 2 7  26 36   12
12  4 2 6  20 24   10
13  1 111 17 63  3

18  15 0 3 72 15  30 
18  14 1 3 75 21  29 
17  11 2 4 58 27  24
17  11 0 6 77 37  22
15   7 0 8  52 53  14 
13   6 1 6  30 26  13
16   5 110 27 53  11
14   4 010 18 46    8
17  4 0 13 31 75    8
15  0 1 14 11 92    1 

Shinty

Shinty

Results

Saturday
October 10 2009

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Fort William v Bute  
Charles Young
Kingussie v Inveraray  
Graham Cameron
Kyles v Glenurquhart  
Colin MacDonald
Lochaber v Newtonmore  
Ron Kennedy

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kilmallie v Strathglass  
Duncan Kerr
Lochcarron v Inverness  
John MacLeod
Lovat v Kinlochshiel  
Neil Ferguson

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Inveraray v Tayforth 
Robert Baxter Jnr
Kilmory  v GMA  
George O’Rourke
Oban Celtic v Lochside Rvr 
Ronnie Campbell
Royal National Mod Final

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Glenurquhart  
Deek Cameron
Fort William v Skye 
Billy Wotherspoon 12 noon
Kinlochshiel v Glengarry  
Donald MacRae

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Col Glen v Bute   
Jim Innes
Kyles v Ballachulish  
David Mitchell 12noon
Glenorchy v Strachur 
Dougie Cameron
  
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Boleskine v Strathglass  
Innes Woods

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Inveraray P Fort William P 
Kyles P  Kingussie P 
Lochaber P Newtonmore P 
Oban Camanachd  P Bute P 
Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Beauly 1  Strathglass 6 
Kinlochshiel 3 Lochcarron 1 
Skye 5 Lovat 2   
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Ballachulish P Kilmory P 
GMA 6  Inveraray 2 
Lochside P Oban Celtic P  
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Ft William P Caberfeidh P  
Glenurquhart2Newtonmore 3  
Kinlochshiel P Lovat P   
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour 4 Kyles 3 
Ballachulish P Glenorchy P 
Bute 4 Strachur  2 
Col Glen P Taynuilt P   
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni P Boleskine P 

Shinty
fixtures

FOLLOWING last Saturday’s 
results, Taynuilt have been 
crowned as South Division Two 
champions without hitting a ball 
on Saturday.

Despite the majority of the 

cancelled due to the weather, the 
match between Aberdour and 
Kyles Athletic went ahead, with 
Aberdour’s victory stalling the 
Kyles’ title challenge, leaving 
Taynuilt uncatchable.

The village side, which only 
reformed two years ago, has 
maintained a 100 per cent record 
in the division, winning all of 
their 13 games played so far.

Former Oban Camanachd and 
Kingussie player Fraser Inglis 
was brought in to the Taynuilt 
coaching set up this season and his 

has helped the players. 
However, Fraser credited the 

work of team manager Davy 
Thomson and player Willie Gillies 
for getting the team going again 
after a 10-year absence from the 
shinty league set-up.

Fraser said: ‘A team sport in 
Taynuilt was desperately needed 
to give the young boys a focus.

‘South Division One will be a 
big step up, but if the boys show 
the same attitude they have shown 
in the previous two seasons we 
can stay in that league.

‘There will also be the bonus 
of playing in the bigger cup 
competitions against the best 
teams.’

On Saturday, Christopher Blair 
had opened the scoring for Kyles 
after 12 minutes, and an own 
goal by John MacLachlan had 
extended the visitor’s lead on the 
20 minute mark before Dougie 
Newsom drew a goal back for 
Aberdour.

Roddy MacColl scored Kyles’ 

but Newsom kept Aberdour 
in touch at the intrval with his 
second of the match on the stroke 
of half-time.

Four minutes into the second 
period Scott Rodger scored to put 

time with Newsom claiming his 
hat-trick, and both league points 
on the hour.

In South Division One, Glasgow 
Mid Argyll came back from a 
goal down against Inveraray to 
equalise on the stroke of half-
time.

There was then four goals in 
a six minute spell as Mid Argyll 
took the lead through Andy 
McGhee, Grant Griffen levelled 
for Inveraray and Mark Bain and 
Iain Luke put Mid Argyll ahead 
before Innes MacMillan hit two 

In the only other South Division 
Two game to beat the weather, 
a hat-trick from Craig Stirling 
helped Bute to a 4-2 won over 
Strachur.

There were notable results in 
the three matches that went ahead 
in North Division One - with 
Skye scoring three late goals in a 
5-2 victory over Lovat at Portree. 

Ali MacLennan had put the 
home side ahead after 35 minutes 
and the lead was extended six 
minutes into the second-half 
when Kenny Campbell found 

the Lovat net. Fraser Gallagher 
drew a goal back six minutes 
later but Dougie Rankin gave 
Skye back their two-goal cushion 

10 minutes, Sorely MacDonald 
added to Skye’s tally but they 
then lost a goal within a minute 
as Lovat’s Greg Matheson scored 
from the penalty spot, however, 
MacDonald was on target again 

take Skye to the top of the table.
Kinlochsheil’s 3-1 home 

win over bottom-of-the-
table Lochcarron ensures that 
Lochcarron will be relegated to 
North Division Two only two 
season after playing in shinty’s 

to take a league point from their 
14 starts this season.

At Beauly, Strathglass stunned 
the home crowd with three goals 
in the opening 10 minutes as Lee 
Bain, with two, and Darren Reid 
caught Beauly napping.

Robert Geddes brought the 
half-time score to 4-0, with Reid 
adding another by the hour mark. 
Jack MacDonald drew a goal back 
in the 67th minute, but Geddes 
scored again with 13 minute left 

the top half of the table.
In North Division Two, league 

leaders Glenurquhart were a goal 
ahead of Newtonmore within the 

scored. But the visitor’s were back 
on level terms within 10 minutes 
when David Wilde equalised. 
Wilde then put Newtonmore 

interval, with Chris Sellar added 
a third on the hour. 

Calum Millar created a frantic 

goal back but Newtonmore held 
out for a surprise two points.

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Beauly 1 Strathglass 6
Kinlochshiel 3 Lochcarron 1
Skye 5 Lovat 2
Marine Harvest South Division 1
GMA 6  Inveraray 2  
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Glenurquhart 2 Newtonmore 3 
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Aberdour 4 Kyles 3; Bute 4 Strachur 2

Kyles loss 
at Aberdour 
leaves Taynuilt 
uncatchable

Andy MacLean of Glenorchy and Andrew Sevant of 
Taynuilt challenge for the ball earlier in the season. 

Taynuilt will move up to the challenge of South Divi-
sion One after winning promotion in only their second 

season since reforming Picture - John MacTavish

South Division One 
title decider becomes 
cup double header
SATURDAY’S South 
Division One match at 

Oban Celtic and Lochside 
Rovers has taken on 
added importance after the 
announcement this week 
that the clubs will also play 
for The Royal National Mod 
Cup.

Lochside Rovers need 

to secure the South Division 
One championship and, if 
succesful, will be presented 
with the Dunn Cup after the 
league tie.

The Royal National Mod 
Cup is played for annually 
between the two teams 
nearest to the venue of the 
Royal National Mod.

In previous visits to Oban 
the trophy has been played 
for between the town’s two 

senior teams, Oban Celtic and 
Oban Camanachd, however, 
the board of the Camanachd 
Association decided that this 
year they would move away 
from tradition and play the 
cup tie between Oban Celtic 
and Camanachd’s reserve 
team Lochside Rovers - who 
were due to meet in a league 

The decision will add to 
already high expectations 
for tight derby match 
between the two young Oban 
teams and a good crowd at 

Referee for the match is 
Ronnie Campbell, who took 
charge of the Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final at 

THIS years senior shinty/hurling international has 
received valuable sponsorship from a group whose 
aim is to promote increased awareness in the Gaelic 

Highland Council, EventScotland and the Inverness 
Common Good Fund.

 The Camanachd Association announced this week a 
new agreement with Colmcille in support of this year’s 
senior shinty/hurling international which takes place 
on Saturday, October 31 at the Bught Park, Inverness.

Colmcille, who work to raise awareness surrounding 
the Gaelic language as well as bringing together the 
Gaelic speakers of Scotland and Ireland, will sponsor 
the senior shinty/hurling international and the Gaelic-
speaking Scottish shinty squad.

Eoghan Mac Cormaic, chair of the steering committee 
of Colmcille, said: ‘Colmcille’s sponsorship marks 
the Gaelic language dimension of our shared sport. 
Whether shinty players or hurlers, Iomain is a common 
tradition. This common Gaelic tradition encompasses 
our shared language and culture of which Iomain is 

an integral part. We look forward to 2009 games and 
accompanying cultural events, to the continued growth 
of contact, and to the sharing of learning, between 
speakers of our shared language.’

Duncan Cameron, Camanachd Association president, 
said: ‘Support from Colmcille is most welcome and is 
a public acknowledgement and reinforcement of the 
role shinty has, and continues to play, in the culture 
and language of the Gael.’

The senior shinty/hurling international is part of a 
series of internationals taking place on October 31st. 

An under 21s match takes place at 11am and a ladies 
shinty/camogie encounter throws-in at 12.30pm, the 
senior’s tie, which is being broadcast live on BBC 2 
Scotland, will follow at 2.10pm.

Shinty/hurling

The senior shinty/hurling international 
is part of a series of internationals 
taking place at Inverness on 
October 31st.

Gaelic group to sponsor shinty/hurling international
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1700

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
A McEachern, Main St, Port Charlotte, Isle of Islay and S Kennedy, Clune Terrace, Newtonmore
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FRIDAY

10

15

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny intervals from earlier in the week will make way 

for light rain and showers. Winds a light west/north-
westerly. Temperatures 8ºC to 12ºC

Friday
Will see light rain during the day, with heavy rain forecast 

for the evening. Winds moderate south/south-easterly.
Temperatures 10ºC to 11ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
A mixture showers and heavy rain. 

Winds moderate west to south-westerly. 
Ave. temperature 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, October 8, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 01.06 0.8 06.52 3.9 13.19 0.9 19.19 3.9
Fri 01.41 0.9 07.27 3.8 13.57 1.1 19.56 3.7                 
Sat 02.21 1.1 08.07 3.6 14.44 1.3 20.39 3.4
Sun 04.16 1.5 10.03 3.2 17.17 1.8 23.19 2.8
Mon 05.37 1.6 12.16 3.1 18.58 1.8 **.** *.*
Tues 01.49 2.9 07.01 1.5 14.07 3.3 20.31 1.6
Wed 02.53 3.1 08.17 1.3 15.03 3.6 21.30 1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

THE ANCIENT kingdom of 
Dalriada will have faced its 
fair share of warriors in the 
past but it was warriors of 
a different sort that came to 
the area at the weekend for 
the Dalriada Cup. 

Two players from the 
Glasgow Warriors squad 
were in Taynuilt on Sunday 
to help coach more than 100 
youngsters - and sign a few 
autographs into the bargain.

The 20-stone Justin Va’a 
and his six-foot, four-inch 
team-mate Hamish Mitchell 
– a mere 18 stones in 
comparison – were visiting 
as part of their team’s link 
with Oban Lorne Rugby 
Club.

This link aims to encourage 
children in the area to play 
rugby whilst encouraging 
them to support the Warriors, 
one of only two professional 
clubs in Scotland.

Justin and Hamish watched 
on as teams from seven 
Argyll clubs competed for 
the Dalriada Cup, a primary 
school tournament devised 
by Mull’s Fergus Whyte.

Hosts Taynuilt won the 

THREE swimmers from 
Oban Otters ASC have 
been selected by Scottish 
Swimming on to the 
District Regional Training 
Programme.

Matthew Anderson, aged 
13, Connor MacNeil, aged 
12, and Clare MacKinnon 
aged 11, had to meet set 
times over several strokes 
and distances to be inlcuded 
in the programme.

The distances ranged from 
200m to 800m at accredited 
meets held over Scotland.

The programme runs over 
three Sundays between now 
and December, where they 
will train from 8am-5pm 
at the new swimming pool, 

THE CLOSING day 
match on Saturday at Oban 
Bowling Club was cancelled 
because of bad weather but 
48 members attended the 
annual prizegiving.

Club Champions: H MacLean 
and W Hay;Ladies Pairs: E 
McGillivray and F Smith; 
Gents Pairs: A McGillivray and 
D MacAlpine; Ladies Triples: 
H MacLean, M MacAlpine 
and D Forbes; Gents Triples: 
A MacGillivray, C MacAlpine 
and A Carmichael; Mixed Pairs: 
D MacLean and H MacLean; 
Senior Ladies Handicap: M 
Goldie; Senior Gents Singles: 
D Douglas; Gents Centenary 
Handicap: A Carmichael.

Scottish Hydro West 
Division 1 

Loch Lomond 25
Oban 10

OBAN Lorne travelled to 
Bonhill for this match with 
a full squad of 18 but found 
not-so-bonnie banks of Loch 
Lomond defenders too tough 
to break down. 

Oban had the home side 
under pressure which gave 
Robert Wright the chance to 
slot over the opening penalty 
after 15 minutes. 

penalty chances in their 
opponents 22 but elected to 
run each of them and despite 
some barnstorming forward 
runs by Louw, MacDougall 
and Robin MacQueen, Oban 
failed to score. 

Having weathered the 
green tide, the home team 
then managed to break 

against the run of play.
Pain

pain on Oban when, once 
again the away team were 
pressing to score. The Loch 
Lomond stand-off pounced 
on a dropped pass to score 
an unconverted try. 

Oban continued to have 
at least the territorial 

the breakthrough with Andy 
MacDougall scoring a try 
from a close range scrum to 
give a halftime score of 12-10.
In the second half Oban 
pushed for another score but 
a combination of indiscipline 
and good defending 
hampered their efforts.

Two penalty kicks by 
Lomond were the only 
scoring of this half until, 
almost on full time, a 
sweeping blindside move 
gave the home team a try 

Oban Lorne coach Corrie 
Louw said: ‘This was a very 
frustrating match for us.’

OBERMORY’S under-18 
and under-15 teams proved 
too strong for their respective 
opponents in the Brewin 
Dolphin Schools Cup. 

The teams, made up of 
Oban and Tobermory high 
schools, are both into round 
two of the competitions.

The under 15s travelled 
to Lenzie High School and 
came away with a resounding 
60-7 points win. 

The team will now face 
Bearsden/Douglas Academy 

Warriors welcome in Argyll
primary 6/7 tournament 
ahead of Mull but the top 
two placings were reversed 
in the primary 4/5 section.

Arrochar were third in 
both age groups, with Oban, 
Cowal, Mid Argyll and Islay 
also performing well.

Player of the tournament 
at p4/5 went to Murdo 
Maclellan from Mull, whose 
enthusiasm, pace, side step 
and eye for a gap were on 
show in every game and 
a credit to himself and his 
coaches.

The same award for p6/7 
went to Mara Lyon from 
Mid Argyll whose silky 
running, support play and 
passing were great to watch, 
especially since she has only 
been playing rugby for a 
short while.

Tournament organiser 
and Argyll and Bute Rugby 

Thomson said: ‘The ethos of 
the Dalriada Tournament is 
to compete but in a fair and 
friendly atmosphere where 
sportsmanship, good rugby 

skills and enjoyment are the 
overriding aims and winning 
is a bonus.

‘Justin and Hamish from 
the Warriors squad chatted 
with the players, volunteers 
and spectators, did some 
coaching sessions with 
the young Argyll and Bute 
players and handed out 
posters, player cards and 
signed autographs, which 
was very exciting for the 
kids at the festival.

‘Oban Lorne are very 
grateful to the Warriors 
for sending two of their 
squad up to help promote the 
game in Argyll and Bute.’

Billy also thanked the hosts 
Taynuilt and all the clubs 
for attending, especially 
Islay Minis who had to stay 
overnight in Oban.

The next Dalriada 
Mini Festival will be at 
Cowal RFC in Dunoon on 
November 1.

Rugby

Little and large: Mull’s Jude Gallagher and Taynuilt’s Rona Shearer were delighted 
to meet Glasgow Warriors players Hamish Mitchell and Justin Va’a. 16_t41rug01

Glasgow call-up
NINE Argyll players 
have been selected for the 
Glasgow training squads.

From these squads teams 
will then be selected to 
represent Glasgow in inter-
district matches in February 
and March 2010.

Under 15: Ruraidh 
Aitken, Mid Argyll; Magnus 
Bradbury, Oban Lorne; 
Grant Hodgkins, Cowal; 
Ciaran Whyte, Mull.

Under 16: David Black, 
Mull; Patrick Carmichael, 
Mull; Alex Dunnings, Oban 
Lorne; Angus MacCallum, 
Mull; Callum MacLaughlan, 
Oban Lorne.

A WET morning failed to 
dampen spirits of com-
petitors for the Benderloch 
Equestrian Centre’s Autumn 
Show.

Judge Clare Cathro se-
lected Yvonne Sloss with 
the mare Antique Paeasi 
as champion with Rebecca 
Scott’s Welsh pony Stoak 
Grace as reserve.

The afternoon saw some 

the Oban Express Primary 
Football (Autumn) League 
culminated in exciting 

In the junior league the 
three teams seperated by a 
single point at the top of the 
table all won their opening 
games, leaving Saints under-
8s needing a win against 
Lochgilphead to remain 

ever league campaign. 
The young Saints scored 

through Lennon Campbell in 

with Lochgilphead to ease 
the pressure then Lennon 

10

THE SCOTTISH Amateur 
League premier division 
game between Oban Saints 
and Postal United due to be 
played in Oban last Saturday 
had to be called off when the 
Postal United bus failed to 
appear.

Saints will be hoping 
to get back to action on 
Saturday when they take on 
Drumpellier Thistle in the 
second round of the Fosters 
Scottish Amateur Cup at 
Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm.

If the grass is unplayable 
the game will be switched to 
the 3g pitch at the school.

tures: Friendly  match - 
Lochgilphead Soccer Centre 
1, Saints Under 13s 4. Saints 
goalscorers were Alan 
Buchanan (2), Zak Straub 
and Connor Howe. 

The Under 15s game 
away to Helensburgh was 
postponed and the Under 
19s had no game.

Oban High School senior 
boys had a convincing 8-2 
home win over St Andrews 
in the Scottish Cup. Netting 
for Oban were Marc Beaton 
(5), Craig MacDougall, Sean 
Cook and Aiden Harris. The 
under-15 boys were beaten 3-
1 by St Mungo’s, Glasgow.

Otters invited to training team
Swimming

the ‘Peak’ in Stirling. The 
programme will include 
several training sessions 
in the pool, as well as land 
based training and talks on 
nutrition.

took place last Sunday.
This is the third year 

running that Matthew has 
been selected onto the 
programme.

He was also one of only 
eight swimmers selected 
from each group to attend  
a national stroke camp both 
years, a great achievement 
and recognition to his 
commitment to swimming.

CONNEL’S Shaun Sinclair 
and co-driver Chris Hamill 

Rally Championship in 
Perth at the weekend - only 
18 months after they began 
competing.

And Chris also achieved 
individual honours, taking 
class 10 and group N co-
driver championship. 

Hankook Scottish Rally 
Championship, the Colin 
McRae Forest Stages 
Rally, was met with heavy 
rain and gale force winds, 
making some of Scotland’s 

Obermory teams too strong
Rugby

at home within the next 
week.

The Obermory under 18s 
travelled to Coatbridge High 
School and they too returned 
with a convincing 33-7 win. 

The team will now face 
Lenzie at home within the 
next week.

The players and coaches 
of both teams were 
congratulated for travelling 
and gaining good results.

Sloss is Benderloch champion
Equestrian

exciting jumping classes 
with 11-year-old Olivia 
Foster tackling the open 
jumping on the little Welsh 
Micha - a rider for the fu-
ture.

And the Bryony Trophy 
for Open Jumping was won 
by Janice Burnip on Ali 
Dante.

Rally

most famous rally stages 
even more challenging than 
usual.

With the two-wheel drive 
cars running at the front of the 

had to be cancelled when 
a competitor crashed and 
blocked the stage. 

Drummond Hill saw Shaun 
Sinclair and Chris Hamill 
put in a cracking run to come 
out of the very treacherous 
conditions in third overall. 

The duo managed to retain 
third for the next two stages 

and opted for a steady run in 

second in the Hankook 
group N awards and 5th 
overall in The Scottish Rally 
Championship.

Mull’s John and Peter 
McCrone had a steady run 
to claim the Hankook junior 

64th overall to end their 

victory. 
John is one of six junior 

drivers who could compete 
in a rally in China as part 
of the Hankook junior 

series prize. Mull’s other 
promising young driver 
Craig Rutherford had already 
secured the class two title at 
the previous round, however 
he did not rest on his laurels 
and took another class win 

overall.
Oban’s Stephen and Kevin 

Lockhart brought their 
Mitsubishi Evo 6 home in 
27th place and seventh in 
group N after being plagued 
by a bent steering rack for 
most of the event.

The brothers steadily 
picked up the pace as the 
season continued.

The Oban Express Primary Football (Autumn) League prizewinners.

Saints and Cobras win autumn leagues
Football

popped up with a second-
half strike with a half volley 
to win the match and the 
title, with Thistle pipping 
Lochgilphead to the medals 
for runners up.

The bottom half also saw 

showing excellent form to 
recover from a narrow defeat 
to Benderloch to beat AC 
Argyll 2-0, in their second 

Sharks beat AC Argyll and 
Ben Lora defeated Galaxy 
to leave them tied on eight 
points. Over in the seniors 

league a similar scenario was 
unfolding with three teams 
in contention for the title.

Favourites Cobras started 
off with a comfortable win at 
Spartans and Saints Boys.

The Warriors of 
Lochgilphead slipped up 

drawing with the young 
Saints Boys but got their 
hopes back on track with a 
win over fellow contenders 
Oban Saints with Kieran 
McPhee and Cammy 
McCallum scoring without 
reply. The Warriors won their 

last game against Spartans 
meaning they would have to 
wait for the result between 
Cobras and Oban Saints to 
learn their fate.

The all important last 
match saw Jamie McPherson 
and Zak Straub scoring for 
Cobras.

Oban Saints pulled one 
back through Daniel Cooke 
but it was too little too 
late and the Cobras were 

Stoddy Boys recorded their 

with a single-goal win over 
Appin with Keegan McPhee 
scoring.

Bonnie banks 
not a pretty 
sight for Oban

Rugby

Saints game off
Football

Oban prizegiving
Bowls



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 175
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 175
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 175
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


