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MCCAIG’S Tower will be 
transformed into a bright and 

Winter Festival plans to stage its 
most ambitious light show yet. 

The spectacle is part of a 
programme, launched last 
Thursday, packed full of 
concerts, ceilidhs and street 
performances.

The event will run from 
November 22 to December 
1 and new to the festival this 
year will be a St Andrew’s Day 
celebration.

The patron saint celebrations 
will take place on November 
30 and December 1 and include 
a whisky market at Oban 
Distillery, traditional Scottish 
music courtesy of Feis Latharna 
and a St Andrew’s Dance Show 

FEARS of a child abuse scandal hitting Argyll 
and Bute were raised by the council’s new depute 
leader following an inspection of the authority’s 
children’s services.

Ellen Morton drew comparisons with cases such 
as Baby P when she pointed out the council had 
only achieved an ‘adequate score’ for assessing 
whether a child was at risk.

we don’t have a child in Argyll and Bute that is 
known to social work that is at real risk?’

A report on the inspection, which was carried 
out from December 17 last year until May 4, was 
put in front of a full meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council last Thursday.

The authority received ‘adequate’ grades for 
assessing and responding to risks and needs, 

planning for individual children and planning 
and improving services. Adequate is deemed to 
be where ‘strengths just outweigh weaknesses’.

The inspection highlighted that the authority 
could improve in all areas, as no part of the 
inspection concluded with an ‘excellent’ 
evaluation, which is the highest that can be 
achieved.

However one area, providing help and support at 
an early age, did meet the criteria for ‘very good’, 
which is the second best award.

Louise Long, head of service for children and 
families, told the meeting she and her team were 
in the process of changing how plans were made 
for children and it would soon be ‘one child, one 
plan’.

She added: ‘We are improving things and 

excellent.’
Mary-Jean Devon, the former lead councillor 

for children and families, said: ‘This report 
recommends we still have improvements to 
make but shows we have made real life changing 
differences to the children and families in Argyll 
and Bute.’

She added the ‘adequate’ reports were not 
‘unknown issues’ and staff were working to 
improve the weaknesses.

The inspection report will be presented to the 
Community Planning Partnership management 
committee on October 24. 

will be responsible for a plan of improvements as 
a result of the report.

TWO COUNCILLORS from 
Oban South and the Isles have 
resigned from the SNP party 
and joined the Argyll Lomond 
and The Isles Group - the new 
largest group in Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Roddy McCuish and Mary-
Jean Devon both left the SNP 
after the party’s minority 
administration collapsed at last 
week’s full council meeting. 

They are now independent 
councillors.

Councillor McCuish told The 
Oban Times leaving the SNP 
was ‘one of the hardest things’ 
he had ever had to do.

The move follows the party’s 
National Executive Committee 
drawing a halt to the SNP 
group on the council forming 
a coalition with other parties 
earlier this year.

Former council leader McCuish 
said: ‘I accepted that and formed 
a minority administration, that 
administration collapsed last 
week and a new administration 
was formed.

Future
‘Since then I have thought long 

and hard about my future with 
the SNP and I feel this is the best 
way for the party to avoid any 
further embarrassment when I 
joined this new group.

‘It is also the best way for 
me to represent the people of 
Argyll and Bute. However, I will 
remain a committed nationalist 
and campaign for a yes vote.’ 

Councillor Devon blamed 
interference from the SNP out-
with the council group for her 
resignation.

She said: ‘We weren’t really 
being allowed to make the 
decisions and do the job we were 
elected to do. 

‘All of our decisions were 
being questioned beyond our 
own group. I’ve left the SNP 
because the people of Argyll and 

Dental patients
WE WOULD like to clarify that 
Colin Crawford, dental surgeon 
at Oban’s new Dental Hospital, 
is not accepting new patients.

Mr Crawford only treats 
patients on referral. Apologies 
for the confusion. 

World stone 
skimming       
crowds descend   
on Easdale
SPECTATORS, competitors 
and media from across the 
globe once again descended 
on Easdale Island for the 
annual World Stone Skimming 
Championships.

The event, held on Sunday 
in bright and sunny weather, 
was awash with colour as those 
in fancy dress and colourful 
costumes helped to create a 
party atmosphere.

Dougie Isaccs, from Blair-

years by defeating Easdale’s 

decider. Fans of Blue Peter got 
a chance to meet the presenters, 
as they tried their hand at stone 
skimming. 

For a report and pictures from 
this year’s event see page 11.

Helping mascot Coolio to launch this year’s Oban Winter Festival are St Andrew’s Dance Show 
participants, from left, Emma MacMillan, Erin Blainey and Ruby Blainey. 15_t40winter02

featuring 200 local youngsters. 
But perhaps the most notable 
feature of the St Andrew’s Day 
celebrations will be the light 
show focussed in McCaig’s 
Tower and Oban Bay, which 
will see beaming shafts of light 
create the largest Saltire ever 
seen on the west coast.

Following the light show the 
Corran Halls will open for a St 
Andrew’s Day Grand Ceilidh.

The Festival Finale the 
following night - Sunday  
December 1 - will feature 
a specially commissioned 
soundscape of music and poetry, 
created by musician Aidan 
O’Rourke, who hails from Seil, 
and historian and poet Norman 
Bissell. 

The soundtrack will be 

performed by talented locals 
and completed with audience 
participation. 

Children from around the 
Oban area were invited to design 
‘The Big Lantern’ for the winter 
parade this year and families 
are also being invited to design 
a winter/nativity scene in a 
shoebox and submit their entries 
to the Corran Halls by November 
15 before the creations are 
displayed throughout the town.

Among the other highlights 
this year are street markets, 
parades and fairgrounds.

Oban Winter Festival is funded 
by Event Scotland, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Health and 
Wellbeing Fund, Oban Common 
Good Fund and MacQueen Bros 
Charitable trust.

Winter festival promises 
Oban light spectacular

Child abuse fears voiced following 
inspection of children’s services

Councillors
resign from 
SNP and join 
new group

HEAD teachers do not have 

and Bute Council is running its 
education department, according 
to a former rector.

Bill Crossan made the 
comments as councillors debated 
where £190,000 worth of cuts 
should fall on the education 
budget.

Former Campbeltown Gram-
mar School rector Mr Crossan, 
the Church of Scotland repre-
sentative at last Thursday’s full 
council meeting, said: ‘You have 
already cut your service to the 
bone and to cut it further is not 
going to help it work. 

‘The members of the team 
are doing a damn good job but 
not the job they signed up to 
do. The head teachers do not 

trying to do.
‘Education is not something 

you can go on cutting. It is all 
very well to set a target for 

savings but there comes a time 
when the savings cause damage 
and I believe we have passed that 
point.’

The decision to reduce funding 
to the education department 
by £190,000 was made at the 
council’s budget meeting in 
February.

Cleland Sneddon, the executive 
director of community services, 
put forward several proposals at 
the meeting for savings in the 
management structure of the 
education department.

Mr Sneddon said Option 3a, 
consisting of a head of service, 
three education managers, 

educational psychology team and 
communication and engagement 

circumstances but not the one 
he would choose if he had more 
money available.

He said: ‘With the budget cut 
3a is the best way I can think of 

doing it. If you said ‘have more 
money’, I would pick 3b.’

Councillors failed to reach a 
decision at last week’s meeting 
with some preferring option 
3b, which would cost £135,000 
more but includes a further three 

Mr Sneddon told the meeting 
if 3b was selected at the next 
meeting in October he would be 

in the education budget’.
Council Leader Dick Walsh 

said: ‘This year’s budget outlined 
the need to make essential 
savings in this particular area.

‘It is absolutely essential to 
make sure we make the right 
decision. The discussion around 
this issue, and the various points 
made at last Thursday’s council 
meeting, were very helpful and 
that is why we decided to look 
closely at the different options 
over the coming month before 
making the choice.’

Fears voiced 
as more cuts 
hit education

A LORRY driver, who is being 
hailed a hero after a video of 
him saving a motorist’s life was 
posted online, has warned car 
drivers not to repeat his actions.

Bob Rennie, a driver for 
Hebrides Haulage, was travel-
ling behind the elderly motorist 
on the A82 near Loch Lomond 
in mid July and watched as he 
started weaving across the road.

The Glasgow trucker, who was 
en route from Fort William to 
Glasgow, forced the driver to pull 
over using his 26-ton lorry, only 
to discover the man had suffered 
a hypoglycaemic attack.

Bob has received hundreds of 
messages from supporters after 
he posted a dashboard camera 
recording of the incident online 

Farewell to barber 
Tommy Fegan
OBAN said goodbye to its 
longest serving barber yesterday 
as Thomas Fegan was laid to 
rest following a long battle with 
illness.

Mr Fegan, better known as 
Tommy the Barber, established 
his barber shop in the town 
decades ago and Tommy’s 
is now located on Stevenson 
Street. The funeral for the well 
loved man took place at St 
Columba’s Cathedral yesterday 
(Wednesday) before mourners 
headed out to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery to pay their last 
respects. A collection was made 
for Macmillan Cancer Support 
and Marie Curie Cancer Care.

Former rector claims head teachers do 
not have confidence in department

Bob Rennie’s actions saved a 
motorist’s life. 15_t40bob01

last Friday for fellow truckers to 
see.

Bob said: ‘I’d been behind him 
for a while so I knew he wasn’t 
drunk, when he swerved into 

trees I thought he’d had a stroke.
It was two or three miles outside 
Luss when I overtook him, which 
was my last chance. I knew I had 
to pull him over or he was going 
to kill someone.’

Bob is urging car drivers not to 
attempt the same thing, adding: 
‘I have a 26-ton truck, I’m not 
going to get hurt - they should 
hold back and make a phone call 
to the authorities.’

Bob has now been given an 
industry award, a knight of the 
road jacket, while the elderly 
man, who was travelling with 
his wife, made a full recovery.

Bob, who works on Argyll and 
Lochaber routes, added: ‘There’s 
nothing in your training for this 
- it was purely instinct.’

Hero lorry driver’s warningJackpot winner
IT IS a case of third time lucky 
for Spean Bridge resident James 
Smith who is now £500 richer 
after winning our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Smith has had two near 
misses since he began playing 
but had never before won the 
jackpot.

He said: ‘This is a really nice 
surprise. I play Spot the Shinty 
Ball every week and when the 
jackpot gets bigger I’m always 
hoping for a phone call!’
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THE FIRST dedicated Gaelic 
school in the nation’s capital 
has been opened by Dr Alas-
dair Allan, minister for learn-
ing and languages.

Bun-sgoil Taobh na Páirce 
(Parkside Primary School) 
was opened last Wednesday 
on the former Bonnington 
Primary School, Leith, by 
the Western Isles MSP.

THE INCREASING uptake of 
Gaelic Medium Education has 
helped to stabilise the decline in 
Gaelic speakers in Scotland.

Although the number of 
speakers fell by 1,000 in the 10 
years from 2001, Gaelic policy 
makers say they have taken 
encouragement from the rise 
in the number of speakers aged 
between three and 19 in the 
same period. 

According to statistics released 
last week from the 2011 census, 
the number of speakers aged 
three and over in Scotland was 
1.1 per cent of the population 
(58,000 people), a slight drop 

cent.
In 2011, the proportion of the 

population aged three and over in 
Scotland who could speak, read, 
write or understand Gaelic was 
1.7 per cent (87,000), compared 
with 1.9 per cent (92,000) in 
2001.

Unsurprisingly, the council 
area with the highest proportion 
of Gaelic speakers was the 
Western Isles (52 per cent), 

per cent and four per cent, 
respectively. 

There were decreases between 
2001 and 2011 in the proportion 
of people able to speak Gaelic in 

SCHOOL pupils across the west coast of 
Scotland are being urged to sign up to a 
challenge where they’ll attempt to break the 
marathon world record time.

The event, organised by charity Save the 
Children, already has 32 schools in Scotland 
taking part but none from the Argyll or 
Highland regions.

Pupils will join youngsters from 50 other 
countries in October to attempt to break the 

record time of 2h 3m 38s by running the full 
26.2 miles in relay teams.

Neil Mathers, Save the Children’s head 
of Scotland, said: ‘The World Marathon 
Challenge is a fantastic event for children to 
get involved in. The great thing about this 
event is that schools don’t need to have a 
professional running track to take part - they 
can do it anywhere.

‘This is a unique opportunity for children 

in Scotland to compete against schools 
all over the world. Every year more than 
seven million children die from easily 
preventable causes like diarrhoea, malaria 
and pneumonia. By taking part in this 
event, children in Scotland can make a 
real difference to help their peers in poorer 
countries around the world.’

Since 2008, schools around the world have 
managed to beat the marathon world record 

with Kenyan children being the fastest, 
setting a time of 1h 47m 55s.

Participants run 200m sections between six 
and nine times to make up the full marathon 
distance. Primary school pupils can take 
part in an alternative 1,500m challenge.

For more information about the World 
Marathon Challenge and free school 
resources visit www.savethechildren.org.
uk/wmc.

THE ISLAND of Gigha has 
become the third community to 

new Local Management Agree-
ment (LMA) programme after 
being awarded £271,000.

The fund, which is designed 
to empower local organisations 
to manage coastal assets, will 
see Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust 
develop its plans for Ardminish 
Bay.

It will pave the way for a lease 
for a walkway and pontoons 
and an agreement for a revised 
mooring area with room for 
expansion.

organisations access to areas of 
the foreshore and seabed, with 
specialised support from Crown 
Estate, to develop proposals for 
projects that will deliver direct 

Once proposals are developed, 
organisations can acquire the 
right to manage the assets, 
enabling them to implement 
their plans. 

Gordon Watson, chairman of 
Gigha Trading Limited, said: 
‘This agreement with The 
Crown Estate will give local 
management of the walkway 
and pontoon and pave the way 
for initial work to expand visitor 
moorings.

‘Marine tourism is critical to 
the west coast and is worth up 
to £300 million each year to the 
Scottish economy – we want 
Gigha to tap into that potential.

‘We are very pleased to have 
secured this agreement and look 
forward to working with The 
Crown Estate.’

There are now three LMAs in 
place covering projects at Loch-
maddy, Gigha and Portree. 

PUPILS at Oban High School are 

the country for hospitality work after 
completing a professional food handling 

The school’s food technology 
department designed a course for 
its S3 pupils that allowed 71 of them 
to pass their Royal Environmental 
Health Institute for Scotland (REHIS) 

work as a food handler. 

previously included in the Intermediate 
1 course, which is no longer available 
following the introduction of National 4 
and 5 courses.

Such a course would cost a company 
around £60 in training.

Iain MacKinnon, senior environmental 

Council, said: ‘Safe food is essential to 
the wellbeing of residents and visitors 
in Argyll and Bute.

Contribution
‘By offering food hygiene courses 

to young people Oban High School is 
making a major contribution to food 
safety in this area. 

‘The young people can use their 
knowledge in the home or work 
environment and, as Argyll and Bute 
relies heavily on visitors, many of these 
young people will use their new skills 
in the tourist industry.

‘Congratulations to all the young 

Only three pupils fell short of the pass 
mark of 70 per cent but 14 of those who 

did pass achieved a pass of 90 per cent 
or more. Materials for the training were 
provided by REHIS at no cost to the 
school.

MacLeod met the students when they 

expressed her admiration for the large 
group of pupils able to complete the 
professional course successfully.

A FURTHER inspection of the 
A82 next to the Bridge of Orchy 
home of roads campaigner Joe 
Barnwell will need to be done 
before the roads authority makes 
any commitment to safety 
improvements.

Representatives of BEAR 
Scotland, Transport Scotland 
and Strathclyde Police met with 
Mr Barnwell on September 23 
to discuss safety concerns near 
his home, beside the Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel.

But following the inspection, 
roads authority BEAR Scotland 
has failed to make any 
commitment to installing further 
safety measures.

Mr Barnwell, a retired forester, 
has been campaigning for a 
barrier to be erected outside 
his driveway to prevent cars 
crashing into his property. 

A Freedom of Information 
request revealed 22 recorded 
road crashes within 200 metres 
of his property within the past 
10 years.

A spokeswoman for BEAR 
Scotland said an inspection of 
the site had been undertaken but 
could not say what action might 
be taken. She added: ‘Further 
investigation work will take place 
before any recommendations are 
made. A date for this is yet to be 

National park  
chief wins
top award
THE CHIEF executive of Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park has been awarded 
the Public Servant of the Year 
Award at the recent Women in 
Public Life Awards.

Fiona Logan received her 
award at a ceremony in London.

Ms Logan said: ‘As chief 
executive of Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park 
Authority, I am blessed to have 
the opportunity to work with 
some outstanding people in 
what I believe is one of the most 
wonderful places in the world. 

‘This award is perhaps 
recognition for the close 
partnership working we engage 
in throughout everything we do 
at the National Park.’

Oban woman    
wins £800 Spot  
the Shinty Ball 
jackpot
AN OBAN woman is the lucky 
winner of a bumper Spot the 
Shinty Ball jackpot - netting 
£800 with her well placed x.

Isabel Gibson was taken aback 
when she received the good 
news in a phone call but had 
soon decided to put the money 
toward home improvements.

The 42-year-old said: ‘Oh 
fantastic, that is amazing. I have 
been entering on and off for 
almost 10 years. 

‘I had one near miss in 
January and now this, it has just 
made my day.’

Coll pier access to 
be maintained
ACCESS to a pier on Coll will 
not be affected by a proposed 

Argyll and Bute Council has 
said.

Arinagour’s old pier is 
popular with the ‘yachties’ who 
regularly visit the island, while 
the pier’s public toilets are open 
all night - unlike those at the 
island’s community centre, An 
Cridhe.

But discussions to lease 

company prompted concern 
the pier would be blocked off 
from public use - something the 
authority has rejected.

A spokeswoman said: ‘We 
are currently looking at ways 
of managing the toilet facilities 
on the pier. Discussions are 
ongoing, but nothing has been 

‘However, the pier is available 
for public use and access and 
any arrangements made will 
account for this.’

Gaelic Medium Unit pupils, such as this year’s intake at Rockfield Primary School, in Oban, are 
helping to slow the decline of Gaelic speakers. 16_t36rockfield5

More than 70 Oban High School pupils have passed a professional food hygiene course. 

all age groups, apart from those 
aged under 20 years, which 
showed a 0.1 percentage point 
increase.

The Scottish Government has 
spent at least £24m per year on 
the language, much of which 
has gone into developing Gaelic 
Medium Education.

Minister for Scotland’s 
Languages, and Western Isles 
MSP, Alasdair Allan said: 
‘While the census shows a slight 
fall overall, we can take real 
encouragement from the growth 
in Gaelic speakers under the age 
of 20. 

‘This increase in the next 
generation of Gaelic speakers, 
helped by a 12 per cent increase 
in pupils entering primary one 
of Gaelic Medium Education, 
clearly demonstrates that our 
investment in the language is 
paying off. Our efforts to support 
Gaelic and create more learning 
opportunities for all ages has also 

decline in the overall numbers of 
speakers, many of whom tend to 
be in older age groups. 

‘There is still a lot of work to 
be done to halt and reverse the 
decline in numbers of Gaelic 

show our targeted investment is 
paying off. 

‘Recent research by Edinburgh 

University, on behalf of Bòrd 
na Gaidhlig, shows incredible 
support for Gaelic education 
and investment – among both 
Gaelic and English speakers. 
Our challenge now is to use this 
information to help us transform 
that enthusiasm, alongside 
£25.2 million investment into 
the language from the Scottish 
Government into more people 
learning Gaelic.’

Bòrd na Gàidhlig, which 
exists to promote Gaelic, said 
the increased number of young 
speakers was compensating 
for the loss of older Gaelic 
speakers.

The organisation’s Cathraiche 
(chairman) Iain Campbell said: 
‘Given the growth in the number 
of children in pre-school and 
primary Gaelic Medium 
Education over the last two 
decades, in addition to language 
acquisition in the home, we 
expected that the overall rate of 
decline in the numbers of Gaelic 
speakers would be further 
reduced as a result of the increase 
in the numbers of young people 
acquiring and speaking Gaelic.

‘There has also been an upsurge 
in recent years in the numbers of 
adult learners of Gaelic.

‘The latest Census statistics 
are very encouraging and give 
us renewed hope for the future.’

Teenagers make the grade in professional food handling course

Young Gaelic 
speakers help 
stem decline

Doors open on capital’s 

Gigha
secures
Ardminish
Bay funds

No date 
for Bridge 
of Orchy 
road safety 
barriers

Schools invited to sign up to world record marathon challenge

A GROUP of students from the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands have been given one of their 
biggest challenges yet - design a new 
airport for the Isle of Skye.

The architectural technology 
honours students based at Inverness 
college visited Ashaig recently before 
work on their project got underway.

And the group behind a bid to re-
establish the airport, FlySkye, have 
said they hope the work could help 
reinforce the case for bringing regular 

Speaking on behalf of the FlySkye 
campaign, Ian Blackford said: 
‘FlySkye are delighted by the initiative 
of the UHI students in engaging on the 
design of the Ashaig airport. 

‘We look forward to working with 
Ross Cairns, programme leader, and 
the students over the coming months. 

‘There is a strong and irrefutable 
case for the development of air 
services from Skye and this project 

is an important step forward in our 
campaign by being able to show 
graphically how the airport might look 

from the Scottish Government and 
other agencies.’

Ross Cairns, who is leading the 
students’ project, said it was a ‘once 
in a lifetime’ chance for the budding 
architects.

He said: ‘The opportunity to work 
on live projects and contribute to the 
continued success of the communities 
such as Skye and Lochalsh is 
something we are immensely proud 
to be involved with and we all hope 

Airport very soon.’
The students will work as a design 

team and design an 800-900 square 
metre terminal hub building and a 
maintenance hangar for a Twin Otter 
size of aircraft as well as road links, 
parking and landscaping.

Three new   
walking groups 
step out                    
on Skye
THREE new groups aimed at 
encouraging people to improve 
their health by walking more 
are to be set up on Skye.

The Step It Up Highland 
initiative already has 24 groups 
across the Highlands, including 
one in Fort William which has 
been running for 13 years.

The group offers a range 
of walking activities, from 
short 10 minute walks to more 
challenging trips.

A group spokesperson said: 
‘We should all be aiming to do 
at least 2½ hours of physical 
activity each week, so walking 
is a great way of improving our 
physical and mental health, as 
well as enjoying the outdoors 
and socialising.’

The students with BBC Landward presenter Dougie Vipond crew at Ashaig airport. 

Students challenged to design new Skye airport

The school, funded by the 
Scottish Government and City 
of Edinburgh Council, will 
have a roll of 211 - 58 of them 
in primary one - and a further 
79 children in nursery. There 
are 30 Gaelic speaking staff and 
the curriculum will be taught 
entirely in Gaelic. Dr Allan said: 
‘This school, and others like it, 
will help ensure that Gaelic con-

tinues to be a vibrant part of 
our culture, immersing pupils 
and staff in the language and 
allowing them to carry it with 
them throughout their lives.’ 

Bun-sgoil Taobh na Páirce 
replaces the Gaelic Medium 
Education (GME) Unit, which 
was based within Tollcross 
Primary School and estab-
lished in 1989. 

Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui will begin on 
Monday 7 October, continuing until 
Monday 21 October 2013 and between 
Monday 4 November and Monday 11 
November 2013.

The road will close at 2200hrs and 
re-open each day at 0600hrs. The 
A82 will remain open either side of 
the closure.

Diversion routes between these hours 
will be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, 
A819 and A85 and southbound via the 
A85 at Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

For further information please visit:

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/
projects/A82-Improvements/A82-
Pulpit-Rock

A82 overnight 
closures
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Death crash      
biker named
A DALMALLY motorcyclist 
who was fatally injured in a 
road crash on the A85 between 
Lochearnhead and Crianlarich 
has been named.

Dylan Rider, who hails 
from Aberdeenshire but had 
recently moved to Dalmally, 
was involved in a collision with 
a parked vehicle on the road last 
Monday.

He was airlifted to the 
Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow where he died of his 
injuries the following day.   

The 34-year-old was travelling 
northbound on the A85 when 
he was involved in the collision 
near Benmore Farm.

Police continue to appeal for 
witnesses to the incident and 
anyone with any information 
should contact Police Scotland 
on 101.

A NEW administration to lead 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
been formed with Dunoon 
councillor Dick Walsh at the 
helm.

He replaces Oban councillor 
Roddy McCuish, who resigned 
his post of leader at the start of last 
Thursday’s full council meeting 
in Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 
This new deal brings to an end 
months of uncertainty over the 
council administration.

Councillor McCuish told 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
spent more than £200,000 on 
‘public relations and image’ 
last year, according to recently 

The authority paid £169,941 
to Havas People Ltd, agents 
which place newspaper adverts 
for things such as planning, job 
vacancies, business gateway 
courses, councillor surgeries 
and roads announcements.

Also listed under expenditure 
on PR and image is £7,132 for 
a marketing strategy for Oban 
Airport and £8,600 for Bord na 
Gaidhlig.

In total, the council listed 

CONNEL Community Council 
has called for a rethink on how 

farm payments after hearing 
Musdale could pocket £224,000.

16-turbine farm near the village, 
with a total output capacity of 
64MW.  

However, Connel Community 
council believes the size of 
the payout could be deemed 
unfair by neighbouring 
communities and has urged a 
greater spreading of community 

proceed. The organisation has 

BUSINESS managers from 
an Oban bank returned to 
the Mary’s Meals shop in 
Stevenson Street to hand over 
a cheque for £442 - proceeds 
raised from their time 
volunteering with the charity.

Royal Bank of Scotland 
business relationship 
managers Alex O’Brien, 
Danny MacRae and Stephen 
Clark worked at the shop 
over two days in September, 
helping to sort, price and sell 
items.

The trio was sponsored 
to work in the shop and last 

THE FIRST meeting of the winter session of Oban Speakers 
Club will be held in Glencruitten Church Centre, Glencruitten 
Road, on Thursday October 10 at 8pm.   

The meeting marks the 50th anniversary of the club and its 
success is largely down to the enthusiasm and hard work of the 
late John Alcorn. 

The inaugural meeting was held on September 16 1963. At 
that time it was known as the Toastmasters Club of Oban, a 
branch of Toastmasters International. 

In 1972 all British clubs left the American organisation and 
formed the Association of Speakers Clubs.

The main aim of the club is to help and encourage people who 
have to speak in public but at the same time enjoy the friendship 
and camaraderie of other members.

contact Jim Fraser on 01631 562162 or 07748 796716.

OBAN Photographic Club 
is kicking off its new winter 
programme where snappers 
will get the chance to see each 
other’s work and take part in 
competitions and tutorials.

the winter for the club will be 
in the Regent Hotel at 7.30pm 
on Monday October 7.

Alex Clark, member, said: 
‘This long established club has 
a membership that covers the 
range of age, experience and 

MEMBERS of Appin SWRI recently enjoyed an interesting trip 
to Oban Airport, where they visited the control tower and were 

The group was welcomed to the terminal building by Tom 
Anderson, station manager. Tom gave a brief history of the 

War Two and ending with the conception of the Argyll Air 
Services Project.

After Tom’s introduction, members were invited to visit the 
control tower where they could enjoy the view and learn about 
the various controls and procedures involved in the operation 
of the airport. Meanwhile another group was given a tour of the 

President Linda MacLeod thanked Tom, Fiona, and John at 
the airport for their time and expertise.

From the airport, members went to the Oyster Inn in Connel 
where they enjoyed a lovely meal. 

AN EIGHT-year-old hill climber 
has received a big thank you 
from Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team and his idol Bear Grylls 
after collecting £1,200 for the 
rescue team.

Liam Keat was sponsored to 
climb the equivalent of Mount 
Everest by joining his father, 
Grant Holland, on climbs in 
the Lake District and Scotland, 
including Ben Nevis and Ben 
Cruachan.

And last Thursday Liam was 
at the Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team base to hand over the 
proceeds of his endeavour to 
team members. 

In return, he was gifted a 
framed picture message of 
thanks from the team and his 
own mountain rescue team 

Team leader Damon Powell 
said: ‘We are extremely grateful 
for every donation but we feel 
this one is special.

‘It was fantastic to see Liam 
complete his challenge and we 
all thought it was an astonishing 
achievement for someone so 
young.’

Liam, who lives at Inverawe, 
near Taynuilt, asked his parents 

Lorn Lines

RBS business relationship managers Alex O’Brien, left, and 
Danny MacRae hand over the cheque to Mary’s Meals’ Marie 

Rowan, Michelle MacLennan and Heather Bennett. 15_t40marys01

Friday visited shop manager 
Marie Rowan and volunteers 
to hand over their cheque.

Danny said: ‘The experience 
was very worthwhile and I 
didn’t appreciate the amount 
of voluntary work that goes on 
behind the scenes.

‘We enjoyed helping 
Mary’s Meals to raise funds 
to continue with its valuable 
work.’

The Dalmally-based Mary’s 
Meals currently provides 
school meals for more than 
750,000 children in 16 
countries around the world.

One of the images captured by members of Oban 
Photographic Club. 

knowledge but the common 
factor is enthusiasm for the art 
of photography – the buzz of 
capturing a pleasing image. 

‘And it’s much more diverse 
and interesting nowadays 
with digital technology. Our 
new winter programme aims 
to let you see the work of 
other photographers, try the 
competitions with your best 
images and most of all learn 
new skills – get the most out 
of that new digital camera.’

now written to the developer as 
well as Argyll and Bute Council 
to ask for a fresh look at how 

proposals.

community council’s secretary, 
Les Stewart, said: ‘My concern 
is that while this is obviously 

-
tion as far as the immediate 
community is concerned, 
might it not mean that adjacent 
communities, who have no 
renewable energy projects 
on their doorstep,  might feel 
disadvantaged.’

the meeting he offered his 
resignation ‘with deep regret’ 
and had found it ‘incredibly 

administration’.

whole of Argyll and Bute it is a 
huge disappointment the SNP are 
not to be part of this incoming 
group. They have delivered some 
great things since the election.’

He added: ‘I wish the new 
administration well. Let this be 
the start of a new day for Argyll 

and Bute and a new way of 
working. 

‘You don’t have to like one 
another but you do have to work 
with one another. I feel at this 
moment in time my work is 
done.’

The new administration is 
a partnership of Independent, 
Liberal Democrat and 
Conservative councillors and 
sees Ellen Morton take up the 
post of depute leader.

Incoming council leader Dick 

Walsh told the meeting: ‘From 
today there is an opportunity 
for us all to focus on what needs 
to be done collectively and 
individually.

‘We’re here and quite willing 
to support the people we’re here 

are willing to embrace members 
who are willing to work in the 
best interests of the people of 
Argyll and Bute.

if we could do this collectively, 

if we can put the recent  past 
behind us.’ All lead councillors 
lost their roles as part of the new 
deal and a new steering group has 
been set up, consisting of Dick 
Walsh, Ellen Morton, Duncan 
MacIntyre, Gary Mulvaney, 
Dougie Philand, Robin Currie 
and Vivien Dance, to decide on 
roles for senior councillors.

Councillor Currie has also 
taken over as chairman of the 
planning committee and Argyll 
and Bute Licensing Board on 

an interim basis, with Alex 
McNaughton as vice chairman in 
both, also on an interim basis.

Council appointments to the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (COSLA) were 
also brought to an end and 
replaced, on an interim basis, by 
councillors Walsh, Ellen Morton 
and Duncan MacIntyre. 

The roles of provost, depute 
provost and chairmen and women 
of area committees remain 
unchanged at the moment.

New council administration 
ends months of uncertainty

Eight-year-old Liam Keats drops off his cheque to Oban Mountain Rescue Team chairman John 
Peden, left, and committee member Rich Abell. 15_t40liam01

to help him organise the Summer 
of Summits following an incident 
on Ben Cruachan last year when 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
was searching for a missing 
climber on Ben Cruachan.

When the team found his body, 
Liam was in the company of the 
man’s grandson, who had been 
staying at Brander Lodge, run 
by Liam’s grandfather.

After handing over the cheque 
last week Liam said: ‘It was fun 
to visit the station and meet the 
team. 

‘It was an awesome feeling to 
hand over the cheque to a very 
important cause.’

Asked about his Summer 
of Summits adventure, Liam 
replied: ‘It was hard and tiring, 
but fun.’

The Taynuilt Primary School 
pupil’s biggest challenge was 
the UK’s highest mountain, 
Ben Nevis, in hot and humid 
conditions that deterred some of 
the other climbers from reaching 
the summit that day.

Liam’s summer was complete 
when he received a message of 
congratulations from his hero, 
the adventurer and television 
personality Bear Grylls.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

details for £122,259,122 of 

year under the Spotlight on 
Spend scheme. Some £1,246,327 
is not accounted for as it went 
on things under the £1,000 
threshold.

is £238,365 to AECOM for 
engineering consultancy services 
for the CHORD project.

AECOM’s fee included 
£59,639.96 for work on the Oban 
Bay project and £65,086.54 
for services to the Lorn Arc 
scheme. 

The company also received 
almost £100,000 for projects 

in Campbeltown while URS 
Corporation Ltd was paid 
£284,782 for the Campbeltown 
New Quay Expansion.

The council also spent £217,163 
on taxi services with the bulk 
on school transport although 
£2,126 was paid for transporting 
payslips and banking cash.

The website detailing the 
expenditure lists £1,300 as 
being spent on chauffeur driven 
cars. A spokeswoman for the 

was actually spent on the Gaelic 
Weekly News Digest, a service 
which collates newspaper stories 

related to Gaelic and circulates 
them to schools and teachers as 
a learning resource.

Biggest expenditure was 
£28,207,171 on social community 
care followed by construction 
costs of £22,318,414.

Roddy McCuish, leader of 
Argyll and Bute Council, said: 
‘We know how important it is 

in the way the council uses its 
budgets on their behalf. 

‘The Spotlight on Spend 
website presents information 
clearly and simply, and is a 
great way to keep the public 
informed.’Call for windfarm   

Liam, 8, scales 
the heights 
for mountain 
rescue team
Liam climbs equivalent 
of Mount Everest

Authority spends more than £200,000 on 
public relations, image and marketing 

AN OBAN man has been 
remanded in custody accused 
of assault to severe injury and 

abduction.
Darren MacIntyre, 38, made 

no plea or declaration during the 
petition hearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

MacIntyre was committed 
for further examination and is 
expected to appear in court for 
another private hearing today 
(Thursday).

CHILDREN in the Highlands 
are more obese than elsewhere 
in Scotland, according to NHS 
Highland’s director of public 
health.

Margaret Somerville told a 
board meeting on Tuesday there 
are higher rates of obese and 
overweight children at primary 
one level in the Highlands than 
across Scottish as a whole and 
that these rates have remained 
steady for the last four years.

Her report states: ‘One of the 
key public health challenges 
for children and young people 
of school age is achieving and 
maintaining a healthy weight. 

‘Approximately 24 per cent of 
P1 children in NHS Highland in 
2011/12 had a Body Mass Index 
(BMI) above the 85th centile.’ 

The 85th centile is the upper-
most range for a healthy weight, 
the national average for the 
amount of children above this 
weight is 21 per cent.

The report adds: ‘The causes 
of overweight and obesity are 
complex, resulting from a com-
bination of biology, behaviour 
and environment. 

provide a single explanation 
of the higher trends in BMI in 
Highland children compared to 
the rest of Scotland. 

‘Actions to encourage healthy 
weight are clear, but not easy 
to implement: environmental 
and cultural changes are needed 
along with education to support 
behavioural change to improve 
diet and physical activity levels.’

Highland
child
obesity
warning

Oban man
accused of assault 
and abduction
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FOOTBALL legend Ally McCoist will be 
served with an enforcement notice to remove 

Argyll home without planning permission.
Mr McCoist, manager of Rangers Football 

Club, and neighbour James Kean have been 
told to take down walls they built on the 
foreshore of their homes at Ardnagowan in St 
Catherines, Cowal. The pair’s retrospective 
planning application - for rock armour, a tidal 
breakwater, built with gabion baskets and bol-
lards erected on a slipway - was unanimously 

rejected by Argyll and Bute councillors last 
Wednesday.

Mr McCoist and Mr Kean said the break-
water structure was to prevent tidal damage 
and erosion to the shore and nearby road, 

of ‘exclusivity’ and denied people access to 
the beach. Speaking at the Planning Protective 
Services and Licensing Committee, planning 

public access.’

However Stuart Chalmers, a legal representa-
tive to Mr Kean, said the men built the break-
water after the public road, which provides 
access to their properties, ‘caved in’. ‘There 
is absolutely no desire to deny public access,’ 
he added.  Mr Chalmers said his client would 
‘vigorously appeal’ the planning decision as the 
council had failed to recognise the necessity of 
protecting the sea wall and public road.

A separate retrospective planning application 
for the installation of a pontoon alongside the 
existing slipway was approved. 
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*Introductory discount for landlords with 2-9 properties, offer ends 31st December 2013. ‡ Price available to new customers for the first year (paying by direct 
debit). Prices for households within the M25 vary. Only one Gas Boiler Safety Certificate (CP12) per HomeCare® package per property. # Your breakdown 
history will be taken into account in determining next year’s pricing. ^Limits and exclusions apply, see HomeCare® Terms and Conditions for details. 
† Phone lines are open weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturdays 8am-6pm. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded for quality assurance and compliance purposes.

Our Landlord Pro cover, with a 24/7 helpline gives you and your tenants 
access to a nationwide network of over 6,000 engineers from just 
£21 per month, per property, with £50 excess for each completed repair. 

Whilst we look after many of the things you’d reasonably expect, there are a 
few exceptions. For example, existing faults, damage caused by others, repair 
of cosmetic damage or problems caused by sludge or scale. You can see the 
full details of our cover at scottishgas.co.uk/homecare-terms

Morvern Lines

STUDENTS from all walks of 
life celebrated their academic 
successes last Friday as Oban’s 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
played host to the Argyll College 
Graduations.

Graduates from a variety of 
courses, from history to hair-
dressing, and from all of the col-
lege’s campuses across Argyll 
were included in the ceremony.

Principal Fraser Durie said: 
‘This draws all of the students 
together in one place. We get to 
be Argyll College in one place 
and everyone gets to see the 
volume of activity we do.

‘For everyone this is a special 

THE CORRYVRECKAN whirlpool, 
the Hebridean Challenge and the Fort 
William Mountain Festival are among 
West Highland attractions listed in 
Lonely Planet’s latest book, The World’s 
1,000 Ultimate Adventures.

Barra’s unique beach runway features 
prominently in the guide, as does the 
West Highland Way and the area’s ice-
climbing opportunities.

The book has been compiled by 
Lonely Planet’s team of travel experts 
and aims to highlight activities and 
challenges right across the globe, with a 

-
aline junkies. Mike Cantlay, chairman 
of VisitScotland, said: ‘We are lucky 
to live in a country with easy access to 
such a wide range of adventure sports 
and pastimes so it comes as no surprise 
that so many Scottish locations are 
featured in this new book as must-visit 
destinations for thrill-seekers.’

A RAILWAY signal box clock 
which documents almost 100 years 
of history needs a new home where 
it can go on public display.

Richard Kusza, from Blairgowrie, 

more than 25 years and restored it 
back to its former glory.

The clock was originally part 
of the Oban to Callander railway 
line and contains many references 
within it to the Awe crossing, 
between Taynuilt and Lochawe.

The inside of the clock door is a 
record of the history of those who 
worked on the line, with dates as far 
back as 1917.

Now Richard, a clockmaker 
and restorer, would like to see the 
timepiece returned to the Oban 
area. He said: ‘The inside has a 

whole series of signal box ladies 
and gents from 1917 to 1962. I 
really would like the clock to come 
back to Oban because it belongs 
there and not here.

‘It should go somewhere it would 
be appreciated. There is a history 
there which belongs to Oban - it 
is very interesting with all these 
names inside the clock.’ 

Names
Some of the information within 

the clock is now illegible but many 
names and dates can still be read 
including: ‘Ewen McKinnon, 
signalman, began January 14 1917 

sport.’
‘Colin McIntyre, commenced 

November 20 1935. Allocated 
prior to July 3 1939 as junior man, 

allocated in error. Left May 15 1940. 
‘Mrs Armstrong, signalwoman, 
October 26 1942 to January 25 
1947.’

There are also references to 
tragedies: ‘McFarlane, signalman 
June 25 1928. Motor car went into 
loch, man drowned June 26 1928. 

1931.’
Other names include ‘Duncan 

MacPhail, relief signalman, 
February 16 1921, Awe crossing’, 
‘Ewen W Simmons, signalman, 
Awe crossing, January 1 1917’ and 
‘H Nairn, PRS, December 3 1964’.

As well as ‘J Todd, DRS, January 
21 1954’, ‘P McNaughton, February 

September 1930 RIP’ and ‘R Russel 
August 6 1919 to 1962’.

Sombreros and pinatas were the order of the day when children 
at Happy House Christian Pre-School in Oban enjoyed celebrat-
ing ‘Mexican Day’. The children helped to make vegetarian chilli 

and pinatas and took part in games and dancing with shakers 
and streamers they had made, with the help of their parents. 

Dunollie Castle graced the pages of The Oban Times last week, 
was a British artist who specialised in water colours. 

district, Skye and Argyll. Unfortunately many of his works are 
not dated but we know he was in Morvern sometime before 
1885 where he was photographed at Old Ardtornish House 
when he stayed there as a guest of the Smith family who owned 
the surrounding estate. There he painted Ardtornish Castle and 
Kinlochaline Castle before the headland on which it is situated 

only a small amount of artistic licence as the accompanying 
and hitherto unpublished painting of Kinlochaline Castle well 
illustrates.

A CAOL man has been ordered to 
carry out 30 hours of unpaid work 
after admitting having a six-inch 
kitchen knife in his pocket in a 
public place.

David MacLeod, of 24 Camesky 

in the lobby of MacQuarry Court 
in the village with the blade in his 
back pocket.

The 39-year-old was drunk at the 
time of the offence, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard. 

A CAOL man has denied beating up 
another man on Fort William High 
Street.

John Hutton, of 3 Strone Place, 
pled not guilty to assaulting the 
man by repeatedly punching him on 
the head and stamping on his body, 
all to his injury on June 30.

The 31-year-old is due to stand 
trial at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on November 19. 

TWO AUSTRALIAN students have 

with a bouncer and police during a 
drunken night out in Fort William.

Hayden Steinemann, of the 
Underwater Centre, Fort William, 
pled guilty to behaving in a 
threatening or abusive manner by 
shouting, swearing and verbally 
abusing a bouncer outside 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House  on 
September 22.

Fiscal Laura Ryan said the 
22-year-old had shouted ‘disgusting 

comments’ at the woman. Police 

Underwater Centre and arrested 
him. 

His friend Luke Heath, also a 
student at the centre, saw this and 
began shouting, swearing and 

The 24-year-old pled guilty 
to verbally abusing the police 
constable. 

Steinemann and Heath agreed to 

A CAOL man has denied 
threatening to set his ex-girlfriend’s 

Appearing from custody, 
Alexander Williamson, of 4 
Glenmallie Terrace, pled not guilty 
to behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner at 17 Moss Road on 
September 14. The 23-year-old is 
also accused of damaging the rear 
door of the house by forcing it open.

Williamson was remanded in 
custody until the trial, which is due 
to be held at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on October 21.

A CORPACH man has admitted 
driving a friend’s car despite 

driving for 15 years.
David Barnes, of 21 Annat View, 

pled guilty to driving on various 

and driving without insurance.
Both offences occurred on May 

30. Sheriff Noel McPartlin deferred 
sentencing the unemployed 52-year-
old until October 23 for reports.

A FORT William woman has 
admitted fraudulently claiming 

two-and-a-half years.
Lindsey Harley, of 24 Alma Road, 

did not tell the Department of Work 
and Pensions her working hours at 
her part time pub job had increased 
in March 2010.

The extra wages put her over the 
threshold, meaning the 39-year-old 

she was not entitled until November 
2012.

After hearing Harley has already 
started repaying the money, Sheriff 

A KINLOCHLEVEN woman was 
caught driving while over the legal 
alcohol limit after drinking heavily 
the night before.

Jacqueline Donald, aged 45, was 
more than one-and-half-times the 
limit when she was stopped by 
police on the B863 at 12.20pm on 
August 27.

one year.

A 20-YEAR-OLD chef has 
admitted sending a threatening text 
message to his ex-partner’s new 
boyfriend.

Ruaridh Neilly, of 15 Brown 

Terrace, Kinlochleven, sent a 
message saying he was going to 
attack the man and burn down his 
house.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan told 
Fort William Sheriff Court: ‘He told 
police he was just being stupid and 
that he wasn’t going to do anything.’

Neilly was admonished by Sheriff 
Noel McPartlin. 

A WOMAN is due to stand trial 
accused of attacking a man to his 

Kathryn More, who gave the hotel 
as her address, denies assaulting 
the man by punching, kicking 
and scratching him on the body 
and hitting his head off a door on 
August 29. 

The 30-year-old is set to stand 
trial at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on November 18.

A FORT William man has been 
banned from driving for one year 

driving while more than twice the 
legal alcohol limit.

Richard Bowman, of Cloysta 
Cottage, Victoria Road, pled 
guilty to driving more than 
three miles on the B863 road 
between Kinlochleven and North 
Ballachulish while drunk on 
September 15.

The 26-year-old student was found 
by police in his car in a lay-by and 
said he had realised his mistake and 
decided to sleep at the roadside.

A HARVEST thanksgiving service was held in Kiel Church last 
week but instead of the usual type of ‘harvest’ being distributed 
afterwards in the parish, tinned and packet food was sent up to 
Fort William to the new Lochaber Food Bank. 

Doubtless it was well received by the organisers and greatly 
appreciated by those who needed it most. However, it begs the 
question, what has happened in a community, which used to be 
known as ‘The Garden of Argyll’ because of its rich soil, when 
it can no longer contribute its own produce for the traditional 
harvest offering? 

There is a large, grant-assisted allotment scheme in the village 

fruit and vegetables and many private estates being paid 
hundreds of thousands of pounds each year by the Government 

lamb and beef. Are we moving from convenience food to 
‘convenience giving’?

I BELIEVE a seal was seen in Loch Shiel recently. It is 

Loch Moidart as there is a rock not far from the head of the 

rock’) where one was shot at the beginning of the 19th century. 
There is a rock in Loch Arienas bearing the same name which 

suggests at least one managed to negotiate the two-mile long 
Gearr Abhain from Loch Aline. Others have been seen in the 
Big Pool near Claggan during the past decade but their presence 
in Loch Arienas has not been recorded since.

THE RECENT Royal mail sell-off has raised concerns locally 
that it will mean a diminished service in many rural areas, such 
as Morvern. 

There is no doubt Royal Mail certainly cared for its customers 
in the past as the following incident relates. In 1795, a letter 

one of my forebears in Inverness to a Private John MacDonald 
of the 78th Regiment, then in England. 

Before the letter arrived at its destination, however, MacDon-
ald sailed for India and the letter followed him. From India it 
pursued him along various routes of his regiment and came 
back to Inverness ten years later.

Shortly before then MacDonald had come home and died near 
Inverness. There was therefore no claimant for the letter and it 

again sent after the 78th Regiment and followed it; in 1824 it 

and handed back to the sender. Beat that for service in the years 
to come!

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Kinlochaline Castle by George Arthur Fripp. 

Fort William Sheriff Court

West Highland 
attractions listed in 
new adventure book

Louise Salmon is presented with the Mary MacKenzie Memorial 
Cup for Hairdressing by Elaine Smith, lead tutor in the subject. 

16_t40grads01

Laura Maxwell, who graduated from the HNC early education and 
childcare course, gave a speech to her fellow students about the 

challenges she had overcome to make it to graduation. 16_t40grads02

The award for further education student of the year was 
presented to Sophie MacLennan by Wilma Campbell OBE. 

16_t40grads03

Mark James, 25, and Jennifer McMillan, 23, were the only two 
students to graduate at degree level. Mark, from Oban, gained 

a 2:1 in BA Hons History and Politics while Jennifer, from 
Campbeltown, obtained a BA Child and Youth Studies. 16_t40grads04

ARGYLL College Principal Fraser Durie joked in his 
opening address at the graduation ceremony that Oban 
would become a ‘university town’ as the college and SAMS 
expanded.

But he told The Oban Times afterwards that residents and 

of students to the town.
Sustain

He said: ‘As the volume of students increases we are going 
to start to notice that element. Students help sustain Oban 
beyond the tourist season as they are here September to 
June.

‘We’re working with SAMS to see how to join the students 

town.’

Students celebrate success at 
Argyll College graduations

day, everybody gets their turn on 
stage to be presented with their 
award.’

Louise Salmon, from Loch-
gilphead, was presented with 
the Mary MacKenzie Memorial 
Cup for Hairdressing during the 
graduation event. Louise, who 
now plans to run a mobile salon 
business called Salon 66, said: 
‘I’m totally shocked but chuffed. 
I had a really great time on the 
course.’

Her nomination from her tu-
tors stated: ‘Louise undertook 
all tasks and activities with 

her heart and soul into it.

‘Louise went the extra mile, 
she has been a pleasure to teach 
and has a great work ethic.’

Those gathered for the 
ceremony were addressed by 
Laura Maxwell, who graduated 
with an HNC in early education 
and childcare and is going on 
to study for her degree. Laura 
told the audience how she had 
battled through a series of 
health, family and employment 
challenges to make it to gradua-
tion day, receiving a thunderous 
applause when stepping down.
She said: ‘If it wasn’t for Argyll 
College I wouldn’t have had the 
opportunities and experiences I 

have had. Nothing is impossible, 
you can do anything you set your 
mind to.’

Sophie MacLennan was an-
nounced as further education 
student of the year and presented 

by Wilma Campbell OBE.
Sophie, who studied NC Digital 

Media Computing, said: ‘I very 
much enjoyed my course, It had 
a good atmosphere. Everyone 
was nice, polite, helpful and en-
couraging. My classmates were 
brilliant, it gives you a chance to 
meet new people. Hopefully I’ll 
get a nice computing job with 
the skills I have learned.’

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Search on to find home for 
old railway signal box clock
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COMMUNITY safety company 
Lochwatch Loch Awe took a vital 
step in its campaign to improve 
loch safety by launching its new 
patrol boat.

And as the boat was unveiled 
at Cruachan Visitor Centre last 
Friday the company signalled 

dinghy used by the four 

loch in March 2009.
The new 18-foot Icelandic 

Fisher patrol boat will be based 
at Innis Chonain Boathouse 
on Loch Awe and manned by a 
group of volunteers on a call-out 
basis.

It will also be used to spread 
the group’s safety message on 
wearing lifejackets and help 
address the issue of people 
drinking alcohol while on the 
loch.

Lochwatch Loch Awe vice 
chairman Iain MacKinnon 
said: ‘We have already funded 
marker buoys and lifejackets and 
purchased search equipment but 
the boat seemed the next logical 

MORE than three quarters of retrospective 
planning applications submitted to Argyll 
and Bute Council since April 1 2011 have 
been approved.

However, the authority says it is unable 
to deal with retrospective applications any 
differently to how it would treat any other 
application due to national legislation.

Figures obtained under freedom of 
information legislation show that only three 

buildings completed without permission 
have been subject to a demolition order, with 
73 from 309 applications refused. 

However, the number of retrospective 
applications approved has been dropping. 
In 2011/12, 86 per cent of 139 retrospective 
applications were approved, and 80 per cent 
of 121 applications given the green light last 
year.

applications have been received, of which 18 
so far approved.

An Argyll and Bute Council spokeswoman 
said: ‘Legally the council is required to deal 
with retrospective planning applications in 
exactly the same way as any other application 
and using the same process of neighbour 

consideration in the context of the local plan, 

planning, protective services and licensing 
committee.

‘The number of retrospective applications 
is relatively small when considered in the 
context of the total number of planning 
applications that the council receives each 
year.

‘The council has to comply with any 
legislative changes introduced by the 
Scottish Government.’

Cinema helps    
raise awareness   
of Alzheimer’s 
Disease
OBAN Phoenix Cinema will 

and answer sessions in October 
to raise awareness of Alzheim-
er’s Disease.

As part of the Mental Health 

event is today (Thursday) from 

Do You See’ will be followed by 
a question and answer session 
with Oban and Lorn Dementia 

‘Iris’, starring Judy Dench.

include a documentary and a 
question and answer session 
with the members of the 
Scottish Dementia Working 
Group who are featured in 
the documentary. This will be 
followed by a showing of the 

A PARTY was held in the café of Lismore Gaelic 
Heritage Centre celebrating the museum being 
awarded Accreditation Status from Museums 
Galleries Scotland. 

This milestone is the result of the vision and hard 
work of the founders, Donald Black, Margaret 
MacDonald and Cathy Carmichael who, 20 years 
ago, set about preserving and promoting the 
island’s Gaelic culture and language for future 
generations. 

Many people have contributed to this initial 
vision and today at Ionad Naomh Moluag, a 

reconstructed croft house, Taigh Iseabal Dhaidh, 
stands beside a modern eco-friendly building 
housing the museum, library, café, shop, and 
archive.

Becoming an accredited museum has been long 
and painstaking and the result of the expertise and 
hard work of  Bob Hay, Nic Jones and Lorraine 
King as well as the huge band of experts and 
volunteers who work at the centre. 

The list of contributors is long but can be seen on 
the dedicated website lismoregaelicheritagecentre.
org.

busiest single lifeboat station over the summer, Tobermory 
RNLI’s volunteer crew were out on another shout.

The lifeboat picked up a diver with suspected bends while 
still at berth in Tobermory and headed in the Oban direction, 
meeting Oban Lifeboat just north of Lismore.

The divers were transferred onto the Oban vessel as its crew 
is in the ‘unique position’ of having a dive doctor as part of the 
team. This allows decisions to be made onboard the lifeboat and 
treatment given which may not otherwise be available. 

The diver and his buddy were transferred to a waiting 
ambulance on arrival at Oban.

AN UNUSUALLY colourful creature is the latest addition to 
the tank in Tobermory’s Marine Visitor Centre.

Until October 6 visitors will have the chance to see a rare 

centre for a couple of weeks.
Lydia Hosdell, Marine Visitor Centre manager, said: ‘We 

are incredibly excited and thankful to Dougie to have such a 
rare creature in our tank and hope many locals and visiting 
public get a chance to come in and see it over the next couple of 
weeks.’

Canna this summer alone.
The lobster will be at the centre until October 6 when all of 

the tanks will be emptied for the winter season. The centre 
will remain open throughout the winter months but it will be 
unmanned with no tank creatures, touch pool sessions or gift 
shop.

YOUNGSTERS at Tobermory High School learned parts of 
different languages last week along with their breakfast.

Pupils from S1 and S2 joined senior pupils and members of 
staff at a language breakfast to celebrate the European Day of 
Languages on September 26.

This annual Europe-wide event celebrates the diversity of 
culture and language in Europe and beyond.

Lynne Horn, principal teacher for languages, said: ‘Pupils 
had passports and had the opportunity to learn a few words 
in a variety of languages or have a conversation in Gaelic and 
French and, of course, eat their way through a mountain of 
pains au chocolat and fruit.

‘We’ve always been lucky to have a variety of languages at 
this event and this year was no exception.

‘The table top sessions were led by pupils as we have native 
speakers of Italian and Polish, senior students and staff both old 
and new.

‘The languages taught were Gaelic, French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Polish, Japanese, Russian, Greek, Portugese, Maori and 
Ga, which is one of the languages spoken in Ghana. 

‘On behalf of S1/2 we should say merci, danke, gracias and 
móran taing to all our linguists.’

FORT William Chamber of 

chief executive, Arisaig woman 

post on October 1, also becomes 

employee.
Since moving to her family 

croft in Arisaig 16 years ago, 

Lochaber Limited before setting 
up her own consultancy service, 
People In Focus.

Chamber chairman Don Hind 
said the chief executive’s role 
will be day-to-day running 
of the organisation, as well 
as looking at the future path 
of the chamber and advising 
the volunteer members of the 
executive committee.

Mr Hind said: ‘Lesley already 
has an in-depth knowledge 
of Lochaber and will oversee 
chamber operations to instigate 
a number of exciting new 
changes which will strengthen 
the chamber’s place as a highly 
regarded business membership 
organisation.

‘She is well known to the 
executive and her business 
connections are highly valued 
by us all. We also recognise her 
knowledge of business and third 
sector organisations in Lochaber 
and her integrity in the way she 
works with the local business 
community.’

work and exciting times lie ahead 
for the chamber as it continues 
to grow the membership and 
strengthen its services to the 
member organisations. I look 
forward to listening to the views 
of the members as we work 
together to improve the business 
environment in Fort William 
and Lochaber.’

Delivering emergency services 
LOCHABER residents will have the chance to have their say on 
how emergency services are delivered in the area at a joint ward 
forum in Caol Community Centre on at 7pm on Monday.

Representatives from Police Scotland and the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service will attend the meeting to look for input for 
community safety priorities for future planning.

Police files
A SECURE yard on Blar Mhor 
near Fort William was broken 
into and an item of construction 
equipment stolen sometime 
between 6.30pm on Tuesday 

next morning.

FISHING equipment was 
stolen from an insecure shed 
in the Torlundy area sometime 
between the afternoon of 
Wednesday September 25 and 
9.30am on Thursday September 
26.

ANYONE with knowledge of 
these incidents should contact 

line 01397 702000 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Mull Lines

Members of Lochwatch Loch Awe and some of the group’s volunteers welcome the new boat to the loch. 15_t40lochwatch01

Lochwatch Loch Awe’s Iain MacKinnon, left, and Murray 
Humphries Murray Humphries pour Irn Bru across the bow of the 

new boat as it was launched into the loch. 15_t40lochwatch02

step and we are over the moon to 
have it in the water.

‘The purpose of the boat is 
more accident prevention than 
rescue but we have equipment 
on board for a rescue if the need 
should arise.

rescue agencies have not put 
resources into assisting rescues 
on the loch but the voluntary 
sector has stepped in with this 
boat, which can respond to 
emergencies - although we hope 
we don’t have to.’

The £6,000-boat has been 
purchased with the community 
company’s fund, much of which 
was raised by the families of 
the four men who drowned four 
years ago: William Carty, his 
brother Steven, Thomas Douglas 
and Craig Currie.

Their dinghy has never been 
recovered and Lochwatch Loch 
Awe is looking to invest in a 
radar with structure scan, a side-
scanning sonar, in an attempt to 

Oban Police Inspector 

Julie McLeish said: ‘I think 
Lochwatch Loch Awe is a real 
credit to the community. We 

boat, both from a safety and 
enforcement perspective.

‘There have been incidents we 
have attended on the loch before 
that, in retrospect, this boat 
could have helped at.’    

Lochwatch Loch Awe chairman 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘It is 
fantastic to get this boat, which 
on Loch Awe is the equivalent of 

down the street.
‘On behalf of the company I 

want to thank the volunteers, 
without whom we would struggle 
to maintain this good work.’

Lochwatch Loch Awe thanked 
everyone who had donated to its 
efforts and Gael Force, which has 
supplied discounted equipment 
to the community company.

The group’s long term goal 
remains a purpose-built boat 
for the loch that is better suited 
to assisting in an emergency 
situation.

Chief executive Lesley Benfield.

Safety group launches 
Loch Awe patrol boat
Company  ‘over the moon’ 
to have vessel in the water

Celebrating the museum’s accreditation status are, from left: Barbara McDougall, Lorraine King, 
Jennifer Baker, Bob Hay, Anne Livingstone and Freda Drysdale. t40party1no

Council approves large proportion of retrospective plans

Chamber
appoints

executive

Newsdesks
01631 568000
01397 703003

Lismore heritage centre 
celebrates milestone

GRANTS for developers to 
build affordable housing have 
been approved for Ardfern, 
Tarbert and Islay.

Members of Argyll and Bute 
Council last week agreed to 

Homes to build six houses in 

further £679,996 to ACHA for 

The grants are provided 
to help developers keep 
rental charges affordable for 

instead of houses to be built 

TIREE Music Festival has won the title of 
Best Small Festival at the Scottish Event 
Awards for the second year in succession.

The event, organised by islanders Daniel 
Gillespie and Stewart MacLennan, beat 
competition at Saturday’s ceremony from 
three other shortlisted festivals.

Daniel said: ‘We are delighted to win this 
award for thee second year in a row and I 
want to thank all our volunteers, sponsors, 
staff and, most importantly, the festival 
goers.’

The event has also been shortlisted in 
the Best Culture Event category at the 
Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards, 
which take place this month. 

caused concern among some 
councillors. Rory Colville said: 
‘A lot of people are desperate 
for their own front and back 
door and a small piece of garden 
and yet we’re giving grants for 

Anne Horn also raised 
concerns that in Tarbert there 
was a need for one bedroom 

being funded. She said: ‘My 
issue is that we have agreed to 
provide ACHA with funding for 

they already have lots.’

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Tiree best small festival 
for second successive year

House building cash approved

Build your own business website
Aimed at small businesses looking to build their own business website. It is aimed
at those with no technical web development skills or experience but basic PC skills are required.

The course includes some very basic online trading but those who would like to learn more about 
integrating this to their website should also consider the Online trading essentials workshop.

Those who have already built their own website, or have a website built/managed for them that 
they would like to improve should consider the Improve your business website performance 
workshop.

October – 14, Inveraray; 17, Campbeltown;

November – 7, Oban; 25, Helensburgh; 27, Dunoon

Online trading essentials
Small businesses that are considering selling products or services, or taking bookings and 
payments online, but don’t know where to start. This course is less suitable for people who are 
already trading online and are looking for detailed technical advice. 

October – 15, Inveraray

Improve your business website performance
Aimed at small businesses that already have a website, whether this was built by a professional 
website designer or homemade, who feel that their website isn’t producing the results that they 
expect, or needs refreshing. It is also suitable for people currently in the process of building or 
having a website built to make sure the end result is going to be successful.

It is aimed at those with no technical web development skills 
but basic PC skills are required. 

October – 16, Inveraray; 18 Campbeltown

November – 8, Oban; 26, Helensburgh; 28, Dunoon

To find out more or book your place please
contact the Business Gateway team on

T | 01546 605459
E | business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

For more business news see our BUSINESS SECTION on page 25
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Down Your Way

THIS year’s Highlands-wide 
Archaeology Festival will 
include walks to discover the 
history of Ullapool and the 
surrounding area.

A walk to the ancient fort 
of Duncanna near the town 
on Tuesday October 7 will 
explore the lives and times 

THE RECENT Loopallu 
Festival in Ullapool was 
another success as crowds 

to see returning festival 
favourites as well as some new 
faces.

The Enemy and Newton 
Faulkner headlined the 
popular festival, with acts 
such as Roddy Woomble, 
Reef and The Vatersay Boys 
also taking to the stage across 
Friday and Saturday. The 
weekend also saw the launch 
of this year’s FilmG Gaelic 

WORK on a new replacement ferry for the Ullapool to 
Stornoway route is running on schedule, with construction on 
the new boat recently getting underway.

A steel-cutting ceremony for the MV Loch seaforth was held 
at a shipyard in Flensberg, Germany, where the ship is being 
built.

The new 116 metre, roll on roll off vehicle passenger ferry will 
be capable of operating 24 hours a day and will have capacity 
for up to 700 passengers and 143 cars or 20 commercial 
vehicles. 

The vessel is planned to launch in February and be in service 
in time for summer.

THIS weekend will be one of the busiest in the calendar for 
Ullapool as the 14th annual guitar festival gets underway on 
Friday.

There will be a mixture of electric and acoustic, of steel and 
nylon from seasoned performers including Hugh Burns, Clive 
Carroll, John Goldie and Will McNicol over the three nights.

Students from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland will also 
perform at the scenic venue on the shore of Loch Broom.

music video competition. 
Singer-songwriter Dòmhnall 
Eòghainn MacKinnon was 
in attendance to promote the 
music video category in which 
he won a number of awards for 
his entry in last year’s FilmG 
competition. 

Dòmhnall said: ‘It is a great 
idea to add music videos to 

provides an opportunity for 
storytelling across platforms, 
encouraging collaborations 
between songwriters, 

of the folk who made the 
fort their home, while the 
following day a fort, dun and 
a semi-broch will be visited at 
Loggie, near Ullapool, as well 
as offering a view of Ullapool 
from across the water.

For more details, visit the 
highland Council website.

Next week Down Your Way 
visits Connel and Dunbeg with 

News Editor Euan Paterson.                
Contact Euan on 01631 568000 or 

email epaterson@otimes.co.uk

The new mainstream primary one pupils at Bowmore Primary School. 

All smiles from this year’s intake of primary ones at Port Charlotte 
Primary School on Islay. 

This year’s primary one pupils 
at Jura’s Small Isles Primary 
School are Tabitha Fletcher, 

left, and Elisa Rozga. 

Primary one pupils in the picture

Early level children at Luing Primary School have been busy in their workshop making their own 
buggy.  The youngsters used an old storage box, the back of an old children’s settee and wheels 
from a dilapidated bookcase to create their cart. They are pictured having fun trying it out in the 

playground and are now working on improving it. 

LUING
THE RECENT Isle of Luing 
Community Trust concert 
by singer songwriter Sarah 
McQuaid in a packed Cullipool 
Hall was a delight from start to 

Her songs were an impres-
sive mix of traditional folk, 
American old time and her own 
compositions delivered in a 
unique voice which Aled Jones 
has said is ‘likely to make the 
hairs stand up on the back of 
your neck’. 

Her intricate guitar playing 
beautifully complemented 
her singing and she proved to 
be a natural storyteller who 
readily engaged with her highly 
appreciative Luing audience.

She also accompanied herself 
on her own skilfully crafted 
song In Derby Cathedral
thanks to tasteful sampling by 
her tireless sound and lighting 
engineer, road manager and 
driver Martin Stansbury.

Another highlight was 
her splendid version of the 
wonderful Ewan MacColl song 
The Joy Of Living which was 
written near the end of his life 
and her encore of his The First 
Time Ever I Saw Your Face was 
up there with Roberta Flack’s 
classic recording. 

She proved her versatility 
by following a delicate 16th 
century song Can She Excuse 
My Wrongs with the catchy 
Quizas, Quizas, Quizas in both 
Spanish and English, which as 
Perhaps was a hit once upon a 
time for Doris Day.

The intimate tea light cabaret 
atmosphere of Cullipool Hall 
was appreciated by artist and 
audience and the question on 
everyone’s lips was when is she 
coming back? 

This was one of only four 
shows in Scotland as part of 
her UK and USA tour which 
will take in Oklahoma, Texas, 
Chicago and New York before 
returning to Cornwall in late 
November. 

Sarah McQuaid performed on 
Luing. 

Youngsters’ playground buggy fun

MALLAIG will welcome music 
fans from across Lochaber and 
beyond for the annual Feis na 
Mara this weekend.

Gigs will be held in the 
community centre on Friday 
and Saturday night, with 
various workshops for 
youngsters in the primary 
school on Saturday.

Among the acts performing 
will be Skye duo Arthur 
Cormack and Blair Douglas, 
who will team up with Christine 
Primrose and Iain Smith, 
Morar’s own Mairi Orr will 
open the feis, while electro trio 

night in style.

THE ORIGINAL sculpture of 
the world’s most famous dog 
has found a home on the island 
to which his breed owes its 
name.

The life-size plaster statue of 
Greyfriar’s Bobby, the faithful 
Skye terrier who watched 
over his master’s grave in an 
Edinburgh churchyard for 14 
years, has taken up residence in 
the Museum of the Isles at Clan 
Donald Skye in Armadale.

The sculpture will be instantly 
recognisable to Bobby fans 
from around the world as it 
was used to create the familiar 
bronze statue above Candle-
maker Row in Edinburgh. 
The model was bought by an 
anonymous bidder at an auction 
in Edinburgh earlier this year 
and presented to the Skye 
Terrier Club which offered it on 
long-term loan to the museum. 

The model used to belong to 
Walt Disney who gifted it to 
the Edinburgh policeman who 

KINLOCHLEVEN is to play 
host to the ‘Festival of Ice’ next 
month, which will see climbers 
of all ages from across the UK 
tackling the Ice Factor’s indoor 
climbing walls.

The event, which runs from 
November 2 to 3, will also be 
raising money for the charity 
Climbers Against Cancer.

As well as the competitions, 
there will be a series of classes 
and talks by Scottish climber 
Dave Macleod and alpinist 
Simon Yearsley.

Ice Factor operations 
manager Tracey Smith said: 
‘The weekend promises to 
offer enthusiasts of all ages and 
ability the chance to meet and 
learn new skills from experts 
like Dave MacLeod and to be 
part of a jam-packed exciting 
festival that will ultimately 
raise more funds for Climbers 
Against Cancer.’

MUSIC and nature are set to 
come together this autumn on 
Jura, with an event celebrating 
the art and wildlife of the island. 

Song Birds/Bird Songs will 
take place on October 11 and 
will include a day of talks, 

a natural theme. 

Budding writers at Easdale Primary School recently made their 
own newspaper, reporting on the stories in Roald Dahl books. 
News reports in The Tide Times include a scientific discovery of 
a young boy’s medicine, breaking news of a boy named Charlie 

Bucket who has found Willy Wonka’s last golden ticket and 
an eyewitness account of a giant peach causing chaos on the 

outskirts of London. 

LISMORE recently marked the 
passing of one its best-known 
islanders.

May Scott, nee Black, was 
buried on Lismore on August 
26. 

May was born and brought 
up on the island and lived on 
Lismore until she left to pursue 
a successful nursing career 
inGlasgow. 

She is survived by her one 
daughter Mairi, who now lives 
in Oban.

CALLANDER Jazz and Blues Festival is 
gearing up for its most entertaining year yet 

weekend’s event.
Covering jazz, jive, swing, blues, soul 

and even soul blues, the event is one of the 
most hotly anticipated on the jazz and blues 
circuit, with top acts including the King 
Louis and the Primas, Lyndon Anderson 
Band, The Jive Aces, Georgia Crawl, 
Soul-Fi, the Linda Jaxon Trio and the iconic 
Revolutionaires just a small taste of the 33 
acts set to perform.

Starting on Friday October 4, the 
weekend-long event hosts gigs at several 
venues across the town - including the 
incredibly popular Loch Katrine Jazz 
Cruise, which this year will play host to 
Winston’s Pennine Jazz.

For more information on the festival and 
details of its programme, see callanderjazz.
com.

ACHALEVEN Primary 
School’s budding chefs are 
preparing their pots and spoons 
as they gear up to take part in 
an international cook-up.

World Porridge Day, on 
October 10, is not only a 
celebration of Scotland’s favour-
ite breakfast, but is designed to 
raise awareness of the work of 
Dalmally charity Mary’s Meals. 

Pupils at Achaleven will hold 
a pop-in porridge shop from 
9.30am on the day. Entry is 
by donation and the charity’s 
trademark blue mugs will be 
for sale. 

AN ALPACA was the guest of ladies of 
Benderloch and District SWRI at the group’s 
latest meeting. 

Mr Munro, together with his owner Anne 
Reid, visited the village’s Victory Hall for 
a presentation about how she keeps the 
animals. 

The alpacas are kept by Anne and her 
partner Andrew at Kames, Kilmelford, 
where they have their own poly tunnel as 
they dislike the rain. Much like a sheep, their 

Although they need much the same care as 
sheep, the alpacas require extra vitamins 
in their feed as Scotland’s climate is not as 
light and sunny as their homeland in South 
America. 

Experts travel from New Zealand in June 

which is worth £30 per kilo. 
Mr Munro’s owner, Anne, advised the 

ladies that alpacas might not make the best 
house pets and went on to answer questions 
about their care. After an hour spent in the 
Victory Hall there was no mess left by Mr 
Munro, making him the perfect visitor for 
the elderly or children’s groups. 

Anne Reid was thanked by Marion Fer-
gusson and Linda MacLeod of the Appin 
Institute thanked Benderloch on behalf of 
the visitors for a very happy evening.

ISLE of Skye Riding Club held 
an exhibition showing horses 
and ponies on Skye through the 
ages.

The Dunvegan Community 
Hall event, held to mark the 
60th anniversary of British 
riding clubs, included photos, 

Event organisers Sam Nicolson, Lynne Howarth, Karen Warby and Bridget Mackinnon. 

BENDERLOCH

CALLANDER

KINLOCHLEVEN

ACHALEVEN

LISMORE

MALLAIG

JURA

There will be art workshops 
and children’s poetry writing 
sessions as well as birding 
walks for beginners and an 
evening of whisky tasting with 

displays. 
The day will culminate in a 

concert with Dan Haywood’s 
New Hawks and music from 
his new album ‘Dapple’, in 
association with local music 
producers Sound of Jura. 

Giles Perring, of Sound of 
Jura, said: ‘Jura is an island 
that boasts a talented native 
population. But it’s also a place 
that’s sought out by migratory 
musicians: by some to write 
and record music, and by others 
to play in one of the great wee 
halls in Scotland, to one of the 
most appreciative audiences you 

‘Song Birds/Bird Songs is 
a real celebration of this, and 
will be an amazing mix of 
activities for everyone to enjoy. 
Expect creative stuff along the 
way, with photography, sound 
installations and some really 
exciting approaches to how to 
map birds and the landscape ‘as 
it happens’.’

For further information about 
Song Birds/Bird Songs, which 
is run jointly by The Sound 
of Jura and RSPB Scotland, 
go to soundofjura.com or 
phone 01496 850505. Booking 
is essential for the evening 
concert. 

press cuttings and oral histories 
- the oldest dating back as far 
back as 1891.

There was a slideshow 

of images from the 1970s 
onwards and Murdo Nicolson 
of Glenconon recalled his 
memories of how the local 

The exhibition also included 
home baking, refreshments and 
general ‘horsey’ stuff.

YOUNGSTERS from across 
Lochaber descended on a camp 
site near Spean Bridge for a 

A total of 142 beavers, cubs 
and scouts attended to try 
paintball shooting, archery, 
climbing walls, crafts and a 
blindfold obstacle course.

On the Saturday night prizes 
were handed out for the best 
dressed pirates before an 
old-fashioned sing-a-long by the 

Organiser Sean Sessions 
of 6th Lochaber (The Braes) 

Some of the youngsters trying archery with help from South 
Lochaber Bowmen. 

SPEAN BRIDGE

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

ARMADALE

Greyfriars Bobby: on display at 
the Museum of the Isles. 

thanked Badenoch and 
Strathspey Muzzleloaders 

Lochaber Bowmen who helped 
out.

He said: ‘Everyone had a great 
time despite some inclement 
weather - mainly at night 
thankfully. I would like to say 
thank you to everyone. We sent 
home a lot of very tired and 
happy young people!’

SKYE

locations for the Greyfriars 
Bobby movie.

Clan Donald Skye general 
manager Stephen McKeown 
said: ‘In displaying Bobby here 
we celebrate one of the most 
enduring and heart-warming 
stories from our past but also 
draw attention to the plight of 
the modern day Skye terrier, 
of which there are fewer than 
4,000 left in the world.’

Budding Easdale writers 
report on Roald Dahl books
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A MAJOR military exercise 
is returning to the west coast 
of Scotland on Monday 
October 7.

Joint Warrior, a major mul-
tinational military exercise, 
will get underway next week 
with ships, aircraft and land 
units participating across the 
west coast of Scotland.

Exercise Joint Warrior is 
held during the spring and 
autumn of each year and 
involves the British Army, 
Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force. 

It provides high quality 
tactical training for the three 
UK armed forces as well as 

visiting units from allied 
nations. The exercise will 
allow them to practice the 
vital skills needed in modern 

The exercise runs for two 
weeks, until October 17, 
and will see participation 
by 16 separate naval units 

aircraft.  
The maritime contingent, 

many of them operating off 
the west coast of Scotland, 
will involve ships from 
France, Denmark and 
Norway with Commander 
Danish Task Group leading 
the operations on board 

HDMS Absalon. A small 
number of UK and allied 
land forces will also be 
conducting military train-
ing, using defence training 
estate ranges, commercial 
ranges, Highland Agency 
and private land throughout 
Scotland. 

As part of the exercise GPS 
jamming will be practised.

This will be limited to an 
area in north west Scotland 
and a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defence con-

-
ties, including aviation and 
maritime communities have 
been consulted.  A summary of training areas used during Exercise Joint Warrior. 

West coast braced 
for forces exercise 

RESIDENTS of an Argyll 
village are celebrating the 
end of a 36-year campaign to 
get a ‘lifeline’ road adopted 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

Connel Community 
Council minutes from its 
second ever meeting in 
1977 show an agenda item 
calling for the adoption of 

Road, from Achaleven Farm 
to the railway level crossing 
shouldering the A85 through 
Connel.

According to community 
councillor Harry Powell, 
who has served the com-
munity for the entirety of the 
campaign, the issue would 
be raised any time a new 
council was formed. 

But after nearly four 
decades of debate, the 
community council was 
delighted when Argyll and 
Bute Council gave the go-
ahead last Thursday for the 
road to be adopted following 
£56,328 of repairs.

Connel Community Coun-
cil chairman Sandy Dunlop 
said: ‘This is our biggest 
achievement as a community 
council. It is results like this 
that make it worthwhile be-
ing on a community council 
and, although it has taken 
some time to get there, we 
are all really chuffed.’

Community councillors and Achaleven Road residents in Connel celebrate news that their ‘lifeline’ road is to be adopted by Argyll and Bute Council. 
15_t40road01

Another part of Achaleven 
Road, from the junction at 
Achaleven Primary School to 
Achaleven Farm, is already 
maintained by the council.
However, a low railway 
bridge across that section 
prevents emergency service 
vehicles and bin lorries get-
ting to the 37 households in 
Achaleven and access can 
only be gained along the pre-
viously unadopted ‘lifeline’ 
section of the road.  

Mr Powell, explained: 
‘The council always argued 
a precedent would be set 
if they adopted Achaleven 
Road but we found this prec-
edent had already been set. I 
take great pleasure in seeing 
it done at last.’

The community said it was 
grateful to councillors Elaine 
Robertson and Duncan Mac-
Intyre in helping its cause. 

Councillor MacIntyre said: 
‘I have been a councillor for 
15 years and I have always 
campaigned for this road to 
be adopted. In 2011 we set 
up a policy and a fund to 
look at examples like this 
across Argyll but each road 
had to be looked at on its 
own merits. For Connel, the 
argument was set, the policy 
was set and it was approved 
and this has been a great 
result.’

Residents win road campaign
OBAN or Lochgilphead 
Police will lose its area 
commander under proposed 
changes to policing across 
Argyll.

But the man behind the 
plan insists the public will 
not notice any change in their 
police service as a result. 

Under Chief Superin-
tendent Barry McEwen’s 
‘management reorganisation 
proposal’, both Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles and Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and Islay would 
share one chief inspector, 
meaning one of the two 
posts would be axed. The 
two inspector posts would 
be retained.

Despite growing pressures 
on Police Scotland’s budget, 
Chief Superintendent 
McEwen insists the changes 
are not being made through 
austerity, adding the pro-
posals would improve the 
management structure.

Chief Superintendent 
McEwen, who heads Police 
Scotland’s Argyll and West 
Dunbartonshire region, says 
the proposed cuts at manage-
ment level would allow him 
to employ six new police 
constables across Argyll.

The most urgent constable 
vacancies, he said, were in 

Oban and Dunoon, while 

create a new road policing 
unit to address the high 
number of road crashes in 
summer months and holiday 
weekends.

Chief Superintendent 
McEwen said: ‘I would like 
to stress that any changes 
in management posts will 
have absolutely no impact 
on the day to day service we 
provide, and there will be 

-
bers, where I intend bringing 
in further constables to deal 
with community priorities.

Consultation

will involve consultation 
with councillors, local 
partners and those who live 
in our communities.

‘The communities in 
Argyll and Bute and West 
Dunbartonshire report 
crime, anti-social behaviour 
and road policing as their 

in my local policing plan.
‘Road policing is one of the 

key areas I will improve in 
the forthcoming months and 
one of my aims for the divi-
sion is to create a bespoke 

the needs of locals.’

Argyll town to lose 
area commander in 
proposed police cuts

A POPULAR village café in 
west Lochaber is to shut down 
over the winter while the local 
community company search for 
someone to take over the lease.

Acharacle Community Com-
pany has been left running the 
Blue Parrot Café after the previ-
ous manager decided to step 
down from the role last month.

Director Ilanora Sharp told 
The Oban Times the community 
company, which is also currently 
running the Acharacle Centre, 
did not want to take over running 
the café full-time and planned to 
lease it out again before spring.

She said: ‘The community 
company is continuing to employ 
the people who were working 
there for the sake of the local 
community and any tourists that 
were still around.

‘We kept it open because it 
would have left a big hole in 
the community if it had closed.

STAR couple thank 
charity walkers
THE LOCHABER couple 
behind the STAR For Harris 
charity have thanked the 29 
participants who completed 
the group’s annual 500-mile 
challenge walk.

The walkers clocked up a 
combined total of 500 miles 
around Edinburgh to raise 
money for the charity, which 
helps children with cancer.

Tanya Ross said: ‘Allan and I 
are touched that so many people 
did it, including many doing it 
for the third time. It’s not just 
about raising money for us, it’s 
also a bit of a pilgrimage where 
we get to re-visit an area of 
Edinburgh where we spent a lot 
of time with Harris.’

Tanya and Allan set up 
STAR For Harris after their 
17-month-old son Harris died 
from aggressive brain cancer in 
September 2010. 

Meanwhile, the charity has 
been nominated for the Bank 
of Scotland/Lloyds Community 
Fund. The two charities which 
receive the most public votes 
will be given a £3,000 grant.

Thieves target  
Fort William
POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a number of 
break-ins in Fort William 
overnight between Sunday and 
Monday.

A shop on the town’s High 
Street was broken into as well 
as commercial units in Ben 
Nevis Industrial Estate.

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘Anyone who saw 
anything suspicious in the area 
is asked to contact the police 
immediately.’ 

The thefts come in the wake of 
Operation Engage, an ongoing 
police crackdown on rural thefts 
in Lochaber, Lochalsh and 
Skye.

UIST residents are celebrating 
after it was announced a 
new winter ferry service is 
to be introduced between 
Lochboisdale and Mallaig.

The new crossing - shorter 
than the current route from Oban 
by more than two hours - will 
run two days a week between 
November and April for the next 
three years on a trial basis.

Locals in both the Outer 
Hebrides and the mainland have 
been campaigning for the ferry 
from Mallaig to be re-instated 
after the route was axed in the 
1990s and local leaders have 
called for the residents to use the 
new service to show demand is 
there to make it permanent.

Lochaber councillor Allan 
Henderson said: ‘While a 
dedicated service is the obvious 

Three Lochaber youngsters braved the chilly waters of Loch Linnhe to take part in a junior race event on Saturday morning. The sun 
was shining on the flat water as Mhari MacArthur, Eoghan MacArthur and Erin Davie swam 400 metres along the east side of the loch 
to the finish at Lochaber Yacht Club.  Erin, left, was the quickest to finish in a time of six minutes and 47 seconds, with Eoghan just five 

seconds behind. Mhari completed the challenge in a time of seven minutes and 37 seconds.
20_f40loch01
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During the winter months we 
will be putting a notice up for 
tender for people to come in and 
carry on running the café.’

Mrs Sharp continued: ‘We 
understand there are many good 
examples of community-run 
cafés, but at the moment we 
foresee re-leasing it rather than 
running it as a business. We are 
very open-minded as to how 
the business will continue in 
future.’

The building, which also 

is owned by the community 
company.

The café will close at the 
end of this month to allow 
refurbishments to be carried 

out while the search for a new 
person to take on the business 
carries on.

In the meantime, opening 
hours have been reduced by an 
hour-and-half and the café is no 
longer open on Sundays.

Mrs Sharp added: ‘We’ve found 
it is generally busiest between 
10am and 2.30pm so it makes 
sense to close a bit earlier.’

Acharacle Community Council 
chairman Hugh MacPherson 
said it was important for the 
village for the café to continue 
trading.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s 
a focal point in the middle of the 

and it’s a popular spot.
‘It would normally be open 

during the winter, and with the 
school holidays it will probably 
be busy for the next couple of 
weeks, but after that it does get 
quite quiet.’

Winter café 
shutdown 
as new lease 
holder sought

Young swimmers brave Loch Linnhe

Acharacle Community Company open-minded 
about how business will continue in the future

goal and aspiration, this gives the 
west coast mainland and Uist a 
chance to physically demonstrate 
the demand and requirement for 
this shorter sea-link.

‘In the wild waters of a Minch 
winter this short three hour 
crossing is going to be a welcome 
relief to hauliers and travellers. 
We must resolve to use this route 
and demonstrate the real need 
for it.’

Confident
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

leader Angus Campbell said: 
‘Whilst it is a pilot at this stage, 

that the results will generate a 
permanent service.

‘This will help strengthen 
the local economy as well as 
providing an additional service.’

It is also expected the route, 

which will be served by the MV 
Lord of the Isles vessel, will be 
linked with the Barra ferry.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘After a very long 
campaign, I am glad to see some 
results. Island communities 
depend on their ferry service in a 
way that people on the mainland 
often don’t fully appreciate. 

step forward as it also increases 
the frequency of service available 
in Uist, while also recognising 
the needs of Barra, which will 
have an improved winter service 
to Oban.’

Stòras Uibhist also welcomed 
the pilot scheme, but chief 
executive Huw Francis said the 
local economy will be restricted 
until a year-round service is in 
place.

Uist welcomes new winter ferry 
between Lochboisdale and Mallaig

Fort shinty 
youngsters 
triumph

Third time lucky 
for Spot the Shinty 
Ball winner
IT IS a case of third time lucky 
for Spean Bridge resident James 
Smith who is now £500 richer 
after winning our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Smith has had two near 
misses since he began playing 
but had never won the jackpot 
before.

He said: ‘This is a really nice 
surprise. I play Spot the Shinty 
Ball every week and when the 
jackpot gets bigger I’m always 
hoping for a phone call!’

FORT William Shinty Club’s 
youngsters have shown the 
senior side how to do it after se-
curing the Marine Harvest north 
division two title on Tuesday.

Lewis Bryson and Victor 
Smith both scored hat tricks as 
Fort defeated Newtonmore 8-2 to 
make sure of the title win. Grant 
Disher and Lewis Clark were 
also on target during the victory.
Fort’s promising youngsters lost 
just one game on their way to the 
title, seeing off challenges from 
’More, Kinlochshiel and Lovat 
along the way. 

The title win comes in contrast 
to Fort William senior side, who 
on Saturday were relegated from 

time in the club’s history follow-
ing a 1-1 draw away to Lovat.

 For more on the game, see the 
sports pages.

LARGE crowds gathered in 
Portree to see the Princess Royal 
open West Highland College 
UHI’s newest building on 
Monday.

Princess Anne unveiled a 
plaque to mark the opening of 
the new facilities on Struan 
Road.

Staff and students have already 
moved in to the building, which 
forms part of a £2.25 million 
renovation and extension.

College chairman Michael Fox-
ley said the new building would 
allow an expansion of courses 

avilable on Skye and would be a 
‘major step’ for education on the 
island. He said: ‘This building 

-
portunity for school leavers on 
the island and for the economy 
throughout Skye.’

College principal Lydia 
Rohmer said: ‘It’s a privilege to 
have the Princess Royal visit us 
so early in the life of this new 
college building in Portree and 
to be able to highlight what this 
new facility will mean for Skye 
and the wider area.

‘We are excited by the pos-

sibilities that this will open up 
to learners on Skye and the 
wider communities of the west 
Highlands.

The Portree college can now 
offer full-time courses in health 
and social care, construction, 
hairdressing, professional 
cookery, art, early education and 
childcare.

Princess Royal opens new college building

OT
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Connel Surgery held a Great British Bake Off competition and raised more than £400 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. Pictured are the prizewinners with judges Marion MacPherson of Poppies, centre, 

and Macmillan nurse Gaynor Wotherspoon, second from right. 15_t40surgery01

Staff from Boots on Oban’s Soroba Road had a delicious spread 
of cakes on offer for customers - in exchange for a donation 

to Macmillan. Store manager Wendy Addison, right, is joined 
by, from left, Linda Molier, Patti McLennan, Ellyn McLaren and 

Lorraine Douglas. 16_t40macmillan01

Pupils of Fort William RC Primary School and Gaelic unit were busy all morning selling cakes, teas 
and coffees to friends, family and teachers, and even had a visit from the youngsters from Nevis 

Bank Nursery. 20_f40fortrc01

Banavie Primary School’s coffee morning saw the hall packed out with friends and family who enjoyed tea, coffee and cakes. The day 
was interspersed with musical performances from some of the school’s talented youngsters.

20_f40banavie01

Right: Lochyside RC Primary 
School had a tasty array of 

cakes, as well as a raffle and 
a competition to guess how 

many coffee beans were in the 
jar. The pupils involved were 

all dressed in green, the colour 
of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

20_f40lochyside01

CHURCHES, doctor’s surgeries 
and shops across the west 
coast of Scotland joined in 
the World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning on Friday to raise 
money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Big hearted residents in the 
Highlands and islands baked, 
donated and relaxed with a 
tea or coffee for the charity’s 
biggest fundraising event of the 
year.

Funds raised will be used by 
Macmillan to pay for nurses to 
support people through cancer 
as well as provide information 
and advice.

Rosemary Young, 
chairwoman of Oban’s 
Macmillan group, said: ‘I think 
the support is fantastic. It is 
brilliant because Macmillan 
touches a lot of people so a lot 
of people want to support them.

‘Plenty of people are doing 
a little bit, a lot of people are 
having coffee mornings in their 
own home and small businesses 
are also doing coffee mornings.

‘It is a small community 
- everyone knows somebody 
who has been through cancer.’

Betty Bergant and Jessie Campbell volunteered their time to help 
out at the coffee morning at Connel Surgery before staff took 

part in a bake-off competition. 16_t40macmillan03

Holidaymakers Eric and Diane Garwood, from Lincolnshire, were 
in Oban celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary but didn’t 
let being away from home stop them supporting Macmillan as 

they popped into the town’s Congregational Church for a cuppa. 
16_t40macmillan04

Vivienne Ritz and Trudy McCrae showed their support for the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning at Oban’s Congregational 

Church, which was busy throughout the morning. 16_t40macmillan05

Left: Acharacle Primary School 
Enterprise Committee raised 

more than £410 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support in just over an 

hour.  Parents and the wider 
community donated baking 

and raffle prizes as well as 
attending the event. Head 

teacher Lyndsay Bradley said: 
‘Well done and thank you to 

everyone. A super effort for a 
fantastic cause.’

Poppies’ Marion McPherson 
baked a special lemon 

Macmillan cake for the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning and 
is joined here by Rosemary 
Young and Kate Turner, the 

chairwoman and secretary of 
the local Macmillan group. This 
is the fourth year Poppies have 
taken part in the event and all 

money from tea and coffee sold 
during the coffee morning was 
donated to Macmillan Cancer 

Support. 16_t40macmillan02

A Knoydart teacher raised £475 
for Macmillan by undertaking a 
30 day shoe challenge - which 

saw her wear a different pair of 
shoes every day for a month. 
Aaran Watson was forced to 

wear the same pair all day and 
night, whatever activities she 
was doing - meaning one pair 
of shoes had to do for horse 
riding and a concert in one 

day. She said: ‘This has proved 
challenging due to the weather 
- I had to deal with soggy toes, 
freezing feet, blisters and on a 

rare occasion sweaty toes!’
A coffee morning at Knoydart 
Tearoom and a games/raffle 

night raised a further £501.50 
making the total £976.50.

Glenelg raised more than £600 with their event in the community 
hall. Supporters from the village and further afield enjoyed 

baking and home produce, book, plant and bric-a-brac stalls and 
terrific raffle prizes.

to order 
visit

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 
01371 851 868
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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A CAOL man has been jailed 
for four months after admitting 
stalking three women in the Fort 
William area over a period of 16 
months.

Fort William Sheriff Court 

crimes came to light after 
victims read press reports earlier 
this year about him harassing a 

period.
Defence solicitor Hamish 

Melrose said the incident had 
prompted other women to come 
forward.

He said: ‘The previous case 

and other persons either came 
forward or were approached by 

causing the three women fear 
and alarm by making repeated 

William Sheriff Court heard.
The former Big Issue seller 

after approaching her on a bus in 
the town. Despite her ignoring 

A CLAGGAN man has apologised after accidentally 

James MacGregor received a racist joke from 
a friend and then forwarded it on to a number of 
friends and family.

But he accidentally included the number for Fort 
William Police Station which was stored in his 

support centre in Inverness.

to sending a text containing racist language which 

menacing character on September 12.
Sheriff Noel McPartlin admonished MacGregor 

TV spotlight           
on missing 
Stornoway man
THE STORY of a Stornoway 
man who went missing three 
years ago in Turkey while 
searching for the remains of 

documentary to be shown on 
BBC Alba tonight (Thursday).

Donald MacKenzie was alone 
on Mount Ararat when he disap

trace of him.

shows his younger brother 

in an attempt to discover what 
happened. 

Hill walker dies 
during Wester  
Ross climb
A HILL walker has died after 
collapsing while climbing Am 

afternoon.

friends when he collapsed. 

Mountain Rescue Team and 
Rescue 100 from Stornoway 
Coastguard immediately 
attended at the scene but found 
the man had died.

for an overdue hill walker on 
Skye found a body in the Coire 
a Ghrunnda area.

Police said no further details 
would be released until next of 
kin had been informed.

A group of bottlenose dolphins put on a show for the passengers on a Crannog Cruise down Loch Linnhe 
last week. Souters Lass skipper David Mackie snapped this shot of one of them popping up to say hello by 

Stronchreggan Point.

Harris crofter 
helps great yellow 
bumblebee
A HARRIS crofter is doing his 
bit to help the plight of one of 

great yellow bumblebee.

working with RSPB Scotland to 
plant plants to attract wildlife 
such as corncrake and twite.

But the crops have also seen a 
large number of bees attracted 
to the area. 

Mr Jones said: ‘It is just so 
satisfying to ‘do something for 

The great yellow bumblebee 
was once widespread through
out the UK but  is now largely 

Northern Isles.

HIGHLAND Council leader Drew Hendry has been 
elected vice president of the group which represents 
the interests of 28 coastal countries in the European 
Union.

at the Conference of Maritime Peripheral Regions 
(CPMR).

He said his new role would help give the Highlands 
and Islands a louder voice in Brussels.

Councillor Hendry said: ‘Being elected vice 
president is an honour for me but more importantly 
highlights the role the Highlands are playing in 

European policy.

links and communications are given more attention 

TWO LOCHABER women 

Kinlochleven High School 
pupils to earn gold Duke of 
Edinburgh awards.

Helen Nelson from Glencoe 
and Eilidh MacIntyre of 
North Ballachulish were both 
presented with their awards 
at a ceremony in Edinburgh 
recently.

High school head teacher John 

ONE LOCHABER man and his dog will 
be representing Scotland against teams 
from across the world at the World Agility 
Championships in Italy next year.

only been competing in Kennel Club 
Agility since August last year but have 
quickly become rising stars competing all 

including the Scottish Agility League and the 

teaches the weekly advanced agility class at 
The Nevis Centre in Fort William.

A NORTH Ballachulish couple have waved 
goodbye to Lochaber after 14 years of run
ning the popular Loch Leven Hotel.

Hilary Wilson and partner John Ma
cAskill are moving to Drumnadrochit after 
selling the hotel to Edinburgh pair Craig 

Tuesday.
Hilary told The Oban Times she and John 

had many good memories from their time 

right to move on.

when you can get up in the morning and 
look at that view. We had a terrible year last 

think we were going to last another winter. 

both staff and customers. People have sent 
cards and emails and some have come in 

A leaving party was held at the hotel 
on Friday night with loyal customers and 

former workers waving Hilary and John 
off.

to Lochaber might not be too regular to 

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 

funding to insulate the walls of 
houses across the Western Isles.

The funding for the project 
comes from the Scottish 
Government and Scottish and 

Academy showing 
for college artists
THE WORK of Sabhal Mòr 

residence is currently being 
exhibited at the Royal Scottish 
Academy in Edinburgh.

Jessica Ramm and Aileen 
Stackhouse were chosen to take 
part in the show in the RSA 

and photographs are on display.

‘The work on show by the four 
SMO artists is incredibly strong 
and diverse. 

‘It is very encouraging that 
the Gaelic language and culture 
has such a strong representation 
in the Scottish contemporary 
visual art being produced 

The exhibition runs until 
October 27.

Fiona takes 
to Sabhal Mòr    
Ostaig stage
FORMER Plockton woman 
Fiona MacKenzie is to perform 

arias and duets at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig this Saturday.

Royal College of Music in 

with Hazel McBain and 
Luperci de Souza of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.

studied with Ann Lampard on 
Skye. 

Euan and Sweep in action at the Scottish agility selection day.
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Caol stalker 
jailed for 
four months

name before moving to sit next 
to her. When she got off the 

continuing to try and make 
conversation.

On several other occasions 
on Fort William High Street he 

name.

tried to start conversations with a 

in Corpach and was seen staring 
at her on numerous occasions.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan 
said the woman felt intimidated 
and arranged for friends to pick 
her up from work.

Ms Ryan said: ‘She was scared 
if she walked home she might 

The third victim worked with 

(PDSA) charity shop on Cameron 

He made several unanswered 

questions.
Mr Melrose said: ‘The majority 

of his behaviour was when he 
was worse the wear from drink. 

infatuation. 
‘But the full picture that now 

emerges is that there was not just 
one victim of your behaviour in 
the town.

‘My overwhelming concern is 
what has come to light today is 
three women have experienced 
behaviour while they were at 
work or just walking in the town 
which they should not have to 
encounter. The only appropriate 

course of conduct which caused 
fear or alarm to the women on 
numerous occasions between 

year.

Eilidh MacIntyre, left, and Helen Nelson at the Duke of Edinburgh 
gold award ceremony. 

McGilp said he hoped their 
achievements would encourage 
other pupils.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Hopefully they see what Eilidh 
and Helen have done and think 

Helen is currently studying 
geophysics at Edinburgh 

taken a year out to travel to 
Thailand and Australia.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Couple leave after 14 years running Loch Leven Hotel

Head teacher praises 

to bring down energy costs.
Environment and protective 

services committee chairman 
Kenneth Murray said the scheme 
would help with the problem of 
fuel poverty in the islands.

He said: ‘Demand for external 
wall insulation has already been 
very high and over 100 enquiries 
have already been assessed for 

it has been necessary to target 

insulation scheme to houses 

with electric or solid fuel heating 

that we will be able to consider 

future years of the scheme. 

especially those on pension 

through Tighean Innse Gall 
using their freephone telephone 

Tighean Innse Gall director 
Stewart Wilson said the new 
measures could save home 

a year.

Claggan man sent racist 
text to police by mistake

Council leader elected 
to coastal region group

Dolphins entertain passengers and crew
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YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed.  

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. Email editor@
obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Pre-Mòd concert
AN EVENING of poetry and 
songs, performed by talented 
island youngsters, was greatly 
enjoyed by those in attendance 
at the pre-Mòd concert in 
Bowmore Primary School’s 
assembly hall on Friday.

Speaking the verse and 
singing the solos, all prescribed 
National Mòd pieces, were 
Emily and Liam Gray, Kayla 
Woodrow, Anna Mitchell, Iona 
Scott, Elizabeth Aitchison, 
Lauren Morris, Rachel 
Johnston and Abbie, Maggie 
and Morven Brown.

Choral music came from 
Bowmore Primary School 
choir, conducted by Helen Gil-
lies, and Còisir Òg Ghàidhlig 
Ìle, under the baton of Arlene 
MacKerrell,

The choristers, and many 
of the solo performers, were 
all in splendid form having 
recently tasted success at the 
Mid Argyll Mòd.

The evening’s duettists were 
Kayla Woodrow and Elizabeth 
Aitchison and Emily Gray and 
Rachel Johnston.

The high standard achieved 

sterling efforts of the choirs’ 
conductors and those of the 
Gaelic and music tutors who 
have worked tirelessly for 
months to hone the perform-
ances.

The pupils will shortly be 
strutting their stuff at the 
National Mòd in Paisley and 
we wish them, and competitors 
from all airts, every success. 

New  manager
ISLAY and Jura Council of 
Voluntary Service (IJCVS) 
has a new manager based at 
the group’s headquarters at 
Custom House in Bowmore.

She is Rhona MacPhee who 
hails from the Kilmeny district 
and is the daughter of Isabel 
and Dunlossit Estate head 
gamekeeper Donald James 
MacPhee. She attended Keills 
Primary School and the island 
high school at Bowmore before 
further studies at Auchencruive 
in Ayrshire where she 
graduated with an honours 
degree in Adventure Tourism 
and Outdoor Pursuits.

Following graduation, she 
spent four months participating 

in an expedition leader training 
programme in the Belizian 
jungle. She went on to excel 
in a variety of overseas team 
leader projects and greatly 
enjoyed her time as a guide  at 
outdoor centres in Norway.

Solo adventures found her 
travelling to the far east and 
‘down under’ and assisting in 
the leadership of the local high 
school’s trip to Ethiopia. 

Everyone wishes Rhona, 
who is no stranger to the local 
Mactaggart Leisure Centre at 
Bowmore, every success in her 
new post.

Fiddlers’ rally at 
Port Ellen
THERE were jigs, hornpipes 
and Gaelic airs in plenty when 
Oban and Lorn Strathspey and 
Reel Society provided the main 
part of  the evening concert 
entertainment at the Ramsay 
Hall in Port Ellen on Saturday.

The musicians, under the 
direction of Helen Jordan, were 
here at the invitation of the 
local RNLI branch fundraisers 
and eveyone was welcomed 
by fundraising group leader 

orchestra, staunch supporters 
of the RNLI cause, went down 
a treat and its selection of Islay 
airs made for lusty community 
singing.

Visiting guest artiste was 

Maurice Duncan who 
displayed his dexterity on the 
instrument and his outstanding 
musical abilities to the  delight 
and amazement of all.

Islay Youth Pipers began 
the proceedings and Oban 
High School dancer Bronwen 
Davies was at her nimble best. 
Locals singing the songs were 
duetting sisters Anna and 
Eilidh MacDonald and solo 
vocalists Mairi MacGillvray 
and Alastair Currie.

Interval drams and clootie 
dumpling whetted the appetites 
for the second half which kept 
up the musical pace.

The organisers are grateful to 
everyone who supported their 
efforts and are indebted to the 

adding to local lifeboat coffers.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810658.

Clarification
THE OBAN Times would like to point out that Ewen MacPherson 
issued a notice to quit on his tenants, not an eviction notice as 
reported on the front page of last week’s issue. 

The civil proceedings mentioned did not relate to the tenancy.

ISLAY LETTER

Mrs C Milne of St Conan’s Road, Lochawe, submitted this week’s flashback photo. The family of Alexander MacKinnon from Torrin, 
Skye, have this photo and wonder if any readers can tell them who is in it and where it was taken. Alexander MacKinnon married 
Kirsty, also from Skye,  and emigrated to British Columbia. He had been with the fire service in Glasgow and worked with the fire 

service in Victoria, Vancouver Island. Alexander and Kirsty’s three sons and one daughter, all in their 90s, still live in Victoria and have 
this photo and would love to know more about it. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 

number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Skye family photograph mystery 

Look at cutting 
ferry costs
Sir,
It’s good news Highland Council 
has agreed to think again about 
the Corran Ferry, but shouldn’t 
it now concentrate more on 
getting the operating costs down 
and less on extracting yet more 
money from ferry users? 

Any private company faced 

reduce costs before they even 
considered raising prices, but 
Highland Council seem to have 
approached it in exactly the op-
posite way. Only at this late stage 
has it conceded that it might just 
be worth having a look at costs.

Last year the ferry apparently 
cost £1.3m to run, of which just 
over half went on wages with the 
two largest other items being 

and maintenance at £290,000, 
and fuel at £200,000. 

You can’t do much about 
fuel costs but there ought to be 
something it could get its teeth 
into in the other areas. Are staff 
used as cost-effectively as pos-
sible? Would the heavy cost of 

be reduced if the council entered 
a joint arrangement with Cal-
edonian MacBrayne? Would the 
service be run more cheaply if it 
was put out to tender? And has 
it yet taken the elementary step 
of comparing the Corran Ferry’s 
costs with those of similar ferries 
elsewhere to see how it stacks 

evidence of an in-depth look at 

councillors should send them 
straight back to the drawing 
board.
James Holden, Onich.

Who will educate 
the education 
committee?
Sir,
I refer to the article on the front 
page of last week’s Oban Times 
which says MSP Mike Russell 
backs parents’ demands for more 
teachers at Oban High school. 

He cannot understand why 
Oban High School has a problem 
given that Argyll and Bute is the 

THA AN crìonadh ann an àireamhan luchd-labhairt na 
Gàidhlig Albannaich cha mhòr air stad, airson a’ chiad turas 
ann an co-dhiù ceud bliadhna! 

Fìor dheagh naidheachd! Ach nuair a bha mi ag èisteachd ri 
fear-naidheachd bhon BhBC ag aithris ann am Beurla air na 
h-àireamhan luchd-labhairt Gàidhlig a nochd bho Chunntas-
sluaigh 2011, smaoinich mi air an fhear-comadaidh Èireannach 
Frang Carson. ‘Tha àireamh luchd-labhairt na Gàidhlig sìos a-
rithist’ thuirt am fear-naidheachd. Ged is e an fhìrinn a bh’ aige, 
mar a chanadh Carson còir tha buaidh na sgeulachd a rèir ’s 
mar a dh’innseas tu i! Dh’fhaodadh am fear-naidheachd a bhith 
a cheart cho fìrinneach, gu dearbha ’s dòcha nas fìrinniche, 
le bhith ag ràdh gun robh an cunntas-sluaigh air dearbhadh 
gum bheil an crìonadh ann an àireamhan luchd-labhairt na 
Gàidhlig ann an Alba an impis crìochnachadh. Dh’fhaodadh e 
cuideachd a bhith air a ràdh gum bheil sin gu mòr air tachairt 
air sgàth soirbheachas foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig agus 
iomairtean leasachaidh eile leithid craoladh. Tha na ceumannan 
sin uile air buaidh a thoirt air creideas agus misneachd dhaoine 
nan cànan agus nan dualchas fhèin, ach ’s e dùbhlan doirbh 
a th’ ann dòigh smaoineachaidh dhaoine air rud mar cultar 
is cànan atharrachadh agus ri linn sin, tha an gluasad a’ toirt 
beagan ùine. Agus ged a tha e ceart dhuinn a bhith a dèanamh 
toileachas às na h-àireamhan bhon chunntas-sluaigh, tha Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig is eile glè cheart a ràdh gum bheil obair mhòr 
romhainn fhathast ann a bhith a’ tilleadh staid na Gàidhlig gu 
ìre neart far am bi i a’ fàs gu nàdarra ri linn  pàrantan a bhith ga 
h-ionnsachadh dhan cuid cloinne mar chiad chànan. 
Iarraidh an tuilleadh spàirn sin airson leasachadh na Gàidhlig 
tuilleadh taice de dh’iomadh seòrsa agus ’s e a bhith ga 
cleachdadh anns gach suidheachadh cho tric ’s a ghabhas 
dèanamh an taic as cudromaiche dhiubh sin! Gun teagamh,  
feumar tuilleadh maoin cuideachd agus mar phàirt den iomairt 
sin bidh taic luchd-poilitigs eadar-phartaidh air leth deatamach. 

faodaidh sinn a bhith cinnteach  gum bi feadhainn a’ togail an 
guthan an aghaidh a chòrr taice poblaich dhan chànan. Mar a 
bha riamh fìor, gheibh na daoine sin tomhas de dh’èisteachd 
agus ’s ann air sgàth sin agus a’ bhuaidh a th’ aig meadhanan 
air beachdan a’ mhòr-shluaigh a tha mi ag argamaid gum bheil 
dòigh bhàidheil dhòchasach agus dòigh mhì-mhisneachail air 
suidheachadh na Gàidhlig fhoillseachadh. Saoilidh mi gum 
bheil coimhearsnachd na Gàidhlig air deagh rùn a chosnadh 
a-nise!

EVERY news story can be subjected to positive or negative 
spinning and census statistics on Gaelic in Scotland will 
undoubtedly receive the customary dismissive treatment from 
many sections of media. 

Surely the near halting of the decline in Gaelic speaker 
numbers in Scotland merits praise and encouragement with the 
language on the threshold of positive growth after a century of 
erosion. 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

fourth biggest spending per head 
council in Scotland.

At least part of the answer lies 
close to the school itself.

Anyone who visits near the 

around the hill An Dunan will 
see for themselves the education 
committee’s preferred use of 
money. 

unsightly barricades, ostensibly 
to keep people and dogs out. 
These have been replaced at 
least four times in the last 
18 months or so, at no mean 
expense by men who have come 
from Helensburgh. It makes 
one wonder if the education 
committee puts a greater 
emphasis on fences rather than 
on education.

The fences are additional 
security for several metres of 
strong metal fences that have 
previously been erected around 
the school in the last 18 months, 
not to mention three large metal 
gates at Oban High School 
entrances during the last 18 
months. 

A lot of money has already 
been spent on security. Not only 
are the barricades a waste of 
money it also seems like overkill, 
especially as Oban High School 
will eventually relocate to a new 
build  in the next few years.
Sarah Swain-Nisbet, Dalintart 
Drive, Oban. 

Mull must do more 
for tourists
Sir,
My wife and I have been spend-
ing up to eight weeks a year on 
Mull for the last 15 years. 

We love the island’s scenery, 
tranquility and abundant wild-
life. In the last few years Mull 
has experienced a substantial 
increase in the number of 
eco-tourists, prompted by a 
succession of Springwatch-type 
TV programmes. However the 
powers that be have made no 
tangible attempt to keep up 

In conversation with visitors we 
have been made aware that many 
would not consider returning to 
Mull. 

It is the lack of facilities, espe-
cially the lack of simple off-road 

parking at scenic viewpoints and 
wildlife favourable areas and the 
complete absence of any toilets 
over a large part of the island 
that put them off. 

We have also met elderly people 
who have suffered foul-mouthed 
abuse from drivers for daring to 
stop in a passing place. Doesn’t 
any authority on Mull realise 
that these people may have 
travelled hundreds of miles, paid 
for ferry crossings and booked 
accommodation, just for the 
chance to watch a soaring eagle 
or a family of playful otters, 
only to be ‘moved on’ when such 
an opportunity arises. 

A few years ago the Tourist 
Information people at Craignure 
advised me to address my 
concerns to the Argyll and Isles 
Tourist Board and subsequently I 
received a reply to the effect that 
the points I had realised were to 
be addressed in the near future, 
following similar complaints 
from other parties. 

the situation is even worse with 
the closure of the Salen public 
toilets and no progress at all with 
parking. 

Whoever is responsible for 
tourism on Mull is either very 
short-sighted or ignorant of the 
true state of affairs. 

If any individual or group 
would like to take issue with 
me regarding the points I have 
raised I can be reached by email 
at valhole@gmail.com.
J Hole, 8 Elmvale Drive, Hut-
ton.

Safeguard Gaelic
Sir,

the 2011 census on the number 
of those speaking Scots (Sep-
tember 27). 

Now that we know that 
1.54 million people speak the 
language and where they are 
located we can begin to plan 
how to support communities of 
Scots speakers and encourage 
these communities to value their 
language and pass it on to future 
generations.

After centuries of neglect it 
is time for action to be taken to 
safeguard the language for the 
future and we are calling on the 
Scottish Government to draw up 

Royal National 
Mod 2013 
ONE MORE week to go and 
all eyes will be on Paisley 

host the Royal National Mod. 
The organising committee 

is to be congratulated on the 
number of events taking place, 
starting on Friday October 11, 
which will run in conjunction 
with The Spree, Paisley’s 
Festival of Music, Arts and 
Comedy.  

This is the second year of 
The Spree and its events will 
mainly take place in Paisley 
Abbey and the Speigeltent, 
which will again be located 
in County Square close to 
Gilmour Street Station. 

To open the Mod there will 
be a torchlight procession, at 
7pm on Friday October 11, 
from the High Street to the 
Town Hall where the Mod 
Flag will be unfurled and 
then, at 10.30pm there will be 
a Ceilidh Dance to the Music 
of Grant MacFarlane’s Band 
in the Town Hall.  Grant was 
the winner of the competition 
to compose the tune ‘Paisley’s 
welcome to the Royal National 
Mod’.  

This opening Friday will be 
a busy evening since, at 8pm 
in Paisley Abbey, Capercaille, 
in this their 30th anniversary 
year, will be performing.  

Saturday October 12  will be 
equally busy with a Fiddler’s 
Rally, led by Bearsden 
Fiddlers and with guest singer 
Gillebride MacMillan, at 
7.30pm in the Abbey. 

Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain as well as Ross Ainslie 
and Jarlath Henderson will be 
in the Speigeltent, at 7pm, and 
then Fergie MacDonald and 
his band will play for a dance 
in the Town Hall at 9.30pm. 

The following day there 
will be a Gaelic Service in the 
Abbey at 2.30pm conducted 
by the Rev Iain Thomson.   

The following week will also 
be jam packed with events, 
some with a new twist, and I 
will bring you up to date with 
these in next week’s column.

Shinty Mod Cup
APOLOGIES for the wrong 
information in last week’s 
column when I stated Glasgow 
Mid Argyll would play Kyles 
Athletic when, in fact, they 
will play Bute.  

This should be an exciting 

they played in South Division 
One, during this past season, 
Mid Argyll came out on top 
by very tight margins and 
thus ensured that they would 
be league champions.  The 
game will be at Thornly Park 
Playing Fields on Saturday 
October 12 starting at 1pm. 

The Football Cup will take 
place the same day at Seedhill 
Playing Fields, kick-off 2pm, 
between Glasgow Island and 
Paisley FC.

E-Bagpipe lessons
LESSONS from the National 
Piping Centre for the coming 
week, commencing Monday 

October 7, are: Monday:  
10am, Level 1 Piobaireachd,  
Lament for Donald of Laggan 
- Roddy MacLeod. 12 noon, 
Level 3 Piobaireachd, Lament 
for the Rowan Tree - Calum 
Beaumont.  7pm, Level 5, 
Highland Bagpipe Tutor, 
simple melodies and the G 
gracenote - John Mulhearn.  
Tuesday 10am, Level 1 
Piobaireachd, MacCrimmon’s 
Sweetheart - Roddy MacLeod.  
Wednesday 6pm, Tutorial for 
all, Crossing Noises - John 
Mulhearn. 7pm, Level 4,  
Bagpipe Tutor, B to B and 
C to C taorluaths and B 
strikes with G gracenotes 
- John Mulhearn. Thursday  
5pm, Level 2 Light Music, 
Hornpipe, Colin MacKay 
- John Mulhearn.  

Ceilidh Comhla 
IN THE traditions of a 
Gaelic ceilidh, a gathering 
of friends for story, chat and 
music will take place in the 
African Caribbean Centre, 
66 Osbourne Street, G1 5QH 
on Saturday October 12 from  
6pm -9pm.  

There will also be the chance 
to enjoy food from Africa 
and the Caribbean and this 
will round off a day of family 
fun from 10am-4pm at the 
same venue and at Scotland 
Street School Museum and the 
Pearce Institute.

Diary dates
Friday October 4: Glasgow 
Islay Association Opening 
Ceilidh, Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, 7.30pm - Glasgow 
Islay Junior and Senior Gaelic 
Choirs.
Saturday October 5: Semi-

Musician of the Year 2014, 
Coulter Village Hall, near 
Biggar, South Lanarkshire, 
7.30pm. Gaels Ri Cheile 
and Evening Ceilidh - Irish 
and Scottish Gaelic classes 
for all levels at An Leanag, 

to 4pm followed by a ceilidh 
in St Helen’s Hall, Shawlands 
Cross, 32 Langside Avenue, 
8pm.
Tuesday October 8: Gaelic 
Quiz, Park Bar, 7.30pm. Live 
at the Star, Admiralty Bar, 72, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Lizanne 
Knott.
Friday October 11 - Sunday 
October 13: Royal National 
Mod events - see above.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will be play-
ing in the Islay Inn on Friday 
and Crooked Reel on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar it will 
be Eriskay Lilt on Friday, 
Deoch’n Dorus on Saturday 
and Nicky McMichan/Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday.  

A new addition to the 
weekend music scene in the 
traditional Gaelic pub triangle 
is An Gealbhan which takes 
place in Sutherland’s Bar in 
the Argyll Hotel on Argyll 
Street from 8pm to 11pm on 
Friday evenings.  Admission 
is £3 but free for musicians. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

a Charter for Scots outlining how 
the language and its dialects can 
be supported more effectively.

Children are the key to the 
future health of the language 
and we’d like to see new efforts 
being made to encourage inno-
vative projects aimed at creating 
a sense of pride and self-worth 
amongst Scots speaking school 
pupils.

For centuries the Scots lan-
guage has been at the heart of 

us as people and has been one of 
the key outlets through which we 
have expressed ourselves artisti-
cally and creatively.

Scotland without the Scots lan-
guage would be a pale imitation 
of itself and we must do every-
thing we can to encourage and 
promote it.
Michael Hance, Director, Scots 
Language Centre, Perth.

Back to the dark 
ages
Sir,
Winter is drifting in and with it 
the darker days. What a shame 
we seem to be slipping back into 
the dark ages.

This week, we had yet another 
announcement of fresh invest-
ment for that dead language, 
Gaelic - £4million over two 
years.  I hope someone will 
spend £4million trying to revive 
me decades after I peg it. 

And yet, after the millions and 
millions of pounds our Scottish 
Government has thrown at/away 
in funding Gaelic education, 
census data shows the number of 
Gaelic speakers has... stabilised.

How wonderful! Would our 

Government now perhaps al-
lowing our NHS to open a new 
Gaelic wing in each hospital to 
ensure our Gaels get ‘special’ 
treatment? What a waste. It’s 
time for a reality check - stop 
wasting money on vanity projects 
- the Gaelic community itself 
will keep the language alive. We 
need our money to start support-
ing our lifeline services, creating 
jobs and saving lives.

A continuation of this spend for 
no other reason than to satisfy 
the tartan fallacy is damaging 
our country and our reputation.
A Rodger, Oban.

The September weekend may not bring about the Highland 
retreats once seen before.

But last weekend proved that if there is something to come for, 

This week’s Oban Times reports on the World Stone Skimming 
Championships, Oban Sportif and Lismore 24-hour ceilidh, 
which all brought hundreds of people to the Oban and Lorn area. 
Barra’s accommodation providers and licensed establishments 

This week also sees the launch of an exciting 
Oban Winter Festival programme, which will create a vibrancy 
in the town at the end of November. 

traditional tourist season must continue.

Events can help to prolong the season
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TWENTY  YEARS AGO October 7 1993

A YOUNG Benderloch man 
has his sights set on becoming a 
Master of Wine - of which there 
are only 160 in the world.

Laurie Gray, 22, head somme-

A TEACHER and a pupil 
from Scotland High School, 
Laurinburg, USA, are visiting 

Oban High School Rector Brian Mitchell, back right, with Ann Stack and Spencer Adams from 
Laurinburg. Also in the picture are Oban High School pupils Lisa MacKinnon and Nicola Meekin 

and teacher Tom Laurenson. 16_t40twenty04

Oban High School strengthens links with USA
Oban on an exchange trip. 
History teacher Ann Stack 
arrived in Oban with Spencer 

Adams, 16, on Sunday. The 
pair are spending two weeks in 
Laurinburg’s sister town.

A recent coffee evening at Achaleven Primary School, Connel, boosted school funds by £640. A 
highlight of the evening was face painting. Knitted clown, Mr Jingles, was donated for a guess the 

birthday game which was won by Connel Police Station. 16_t40twenty02

PUPILS from four primary 
schools in Lochaber and Argyll 
are taking part in a scheme which 
aims to heighten awareness and 
understanding of newspapers.

Elizabeth Billimore and David MacDougall with the Reading 
Passport. 16_t40twenty06

Pupils read into the 
newspaper world

A Fort William volunteer soldier has taken part in a weekend 
of helicopter training. Sergeant Les Nicholson, pictured, 

serves with C (Queen’s Own Highlanders) Coy 2/51 Highland 
Volunteers, Inverness, and took part in Exercise Cockfeather. 

16_t40twenty03

Fun for all at Achaleven coffee evening

Storyteller Meryl Carr, a seasonal countryside ranger at Glen Nevis, entertained pupils of Fort William Primary School at a tale telling 
day in the town’s library. 16_t40twenty05

Pupils enjoy story telling day in Fort William Library

Laurie Gray has certainly mastered the wine trade. 16_t40twenty01

The Newspaper Society is 
issuing Reading Passports 

-
ible assignments for seven to 
12-year-olds.

lier at Glasgow’s Hilton Hotel, 
has just won the 1993 Robert 
Mondavi Scholarship, run in 
conjunction with the Wine 
Guild of the United Kingdom.

Laurie goes for masters title

POSTIES are warning the 
privatisation of Royal Mail, set 
to take place this month, will 
have disastrous consequences 
for rural communities.

Royal Mail worker Malcolm 
Crooks, from Oban, was present 
at a meeting last week to discuss 
the possible outcome of a sell-
off. 

He said: ‘The long and short of 
it is rural areas will suffer. You 
will not have a post every day 
if your home is out of the way.
At best you will be asked to put 
a box at the end of the road but 
most likely told to collect your 
own mail. 

‘Cities wont be affected by 
a sell-off as that’s the most 

but we will all suffer here.’
Mr Crooks’ warning is echoed 

by Michael Russell, SNP MSP 
for Argyll and Bute, who said 
rural areas would be hit with a 
‘postcode penalty’. 

He added: ‘Private delivery 
services will either not deliver 
to the Highlands and islands or 
will only do so at huge cost. This 
underlines the fact consumers 
and businesses in rural Scotland 
rely disproportionately on the 
Royal Mail both for deliveries 
and pickups.’

But Gerry O’Rourke, Royal 
Mail’s north operations director, 
rebutted the claims. He said: ‘I 
want to assure all our customers 

TWO MOTORCYCLISTS 
were reported to be in a serious 
condition in hospital following a 
collision between their bikes on 
the A83 at Strone Point, between 
Dalmally and Inveraray.

Police are appealing for 
information about the crash on 
Sunday at around 11.40am when 
a northbound Honda motorcycle 
and a southbound Yamaha 
motorcycle collided.

The 48-year-old rider of the 
Honda motorcycle was taken by 
ambulance to the Southern Gen-
eral Hospital, Glasgow, where he 
is still being treated.

The rider of the Yamaha 
motorcycle, aged 34, was taken 
by ambulance to the Royal Alex-
andra Hospital, Paisley where he 
is still being treated.

THE ATTENDANCE of BBC’s 

crew, among other forms of 
media at this year’s World Stone 
Skimming Championships, 
shows just how popular the event 
has become.

Hundreds of visitors came to 
Easdale Island’s former slate 
quarry to see competitors at-
tempt to skim stones as far as 
they could, with the very best 
aiming to hit the opposite quarry 

throw-off.
There was much interest in 

the attempts made by Blue Peter 
presenters Barney Harwood, 
Lindsey Russell and Radzi 

-
ing a feature that should be aired 
in mid-October.

But the star of the show was 
Daisuke Miyagawa, a presenter 
on the Japanese NTV’s pro-
gramme Sekai no hate made Itte 
Q (To the ends of the Earth), who 
teased the crowd with comically 
drawn-out and exuberant prepa-
rations before throwing his three 
stones - the results failed to live 
up to the hype.

There were also big cheers, 
however, for the home favourites, 

that the six-day-a-week, one-
price-goes-anywhere, affordable 
universal postal service will 
remain unchanged. 

‘I also want to offer this 
reassurance to our small and 
large business customers. 
We make commerce happen 
by connecting companies, 
customers and communities 
across the UK. Our aim is 
to continue this through our 
universal service.  

‘It is also protected by law 
– enshrined in the Postal 
Services Act 2011. Any change 
would have to be passed through 

Houses of Parliament.’
Meanwhile the National 

Federation of Sub-postmasters 
(NFSP) has launched a new 
campaign calling on government 
to prevent the closure of 

The NFSP is calling for this 
month’s sale to be stopped or at 
the very least for the government 
to retain a stake in the business. 
Sub-postmasters depend on 
Royal Mail income for 33 per 
cent of their pay. Shares in Royal 
Mail are expected to go on sale 
for between 260p and 330p 
per share which would mean a 
market value of between £2,600 
million and £3,300 million. 

Around 615 Royal Mail 
employees in the PA postcode 
area will receive free shares. 

Crash bikers in 
serious condition

Sergeant James Crawford, 
Divisional Road Policing Unit, 
Dumbarton, said the road was 
particularly busy at the time 
of the crash and he is keen to 
hear from anyone who saw the 
incident.

Information
He added: ‘Although some 

people have come forward with 
information about the crash, 
we are still keen to hear from 
anyone who was on the road 
around that time who may have 
witnessed the crash or who has 
any information which may help 
us with our investigation.’

Anyone who may be able to 
help can contact Police Scotland 
on the non-emergency number 
101 or the Road Policing Unit in 
Dumbarton on 01389 822000.

Posties warn rural 
communities will suffer 
under privatisation 

Champion Dougie Issacs receives his trophy from Donald 
Melville.

Donald Melville, one of the competition organisers, was chuffed 
to receive a Blue Peter badge. 15_t40skim12

Japanese television presenter Daisuke Miyagawa celebrated with the crowd before he even threw a stone. 07_t40skim03

Easdale’s Allan Laycock and Kerrera’s Sandy Keys were two of 
four people to hit the back wall, but neither could take the overall 

title. 15_t40skim13

Enjoying their day on Easdale are Blue Peter presenters, from 
left: Lindsey Russell, Barney Harwood, and Radzi Chinyanganya. 

15_t40skim07

many of whom were aiming to 

of years to lift the title of best 
skimmer.

One of them, Allan Laycock, 
was literally a stone’s throw 
from the title but lost out in the 

champion Dougie Isaccs, from 
Blairgowrie, who has now 

years. Oban’s Ben Cathro was 
third.

Keren Cafferty, one of the or-

ganisers and chairwoman of the 

Eisdeal, said: ‘The competition 
was mentioned in the Lonely 
Planet guide as one of the top 10 
things at which to become world 
champion, so a lot of people have 
seen that.

‘It is quirky, unique and held in 
an amazing setting that the tel-
evision companies who attended 
this year have been blown away 
by.’

There was local success in the 
junior event when John Mac-
Fadyen, son of ferryman Alan, 
won the under-10 boys event 
with a throw that eclipsed many 
of the adult scores. Another 
Easdale islander, Joe MacVicar, 
was runner up to John and 
Innis MacLarty, Clachan, was 
third.  John’s cousin, Morven 
MacFadyen-Donald, from Cuan, 
won the girls’ 10-15 age group.

More than 200 people stayed 
on the island on Saturday night 
before the competition and 
attended the Pre-Skim Dance 
at Easdale Island Hall with the 
band Kava Kava.

Organisers thanked the main 
sponsor Forteith Foodservices, 
in particular, for its support.

Stone skimming attracts 
world wide TV attention 



12 FEATURE Thursday 3 October, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

All types of work carried out, tuning, mainte-nance and valuations on pianos, harpsichords 
and small chamber organs.

Harpsichord hire also available
Quality friendly service 

- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright Piano Tuner
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WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

EXTENSIONS, RENOVATIONS & CONVERSIONS
PLASTERING & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

GROUNDWORKS • BUILDING
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY

STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE WORK
SLATES PUT BACK FROM £40

Call Us Now For A Quote  Tel: 01631 710334 
or 01631 710851  Mob: 07796390411 or 07730654693

OBAN MEMORIALS OM

LETTERING AND RENOVATING DONE IN ANY CEMETERY
OBANMEMORIALS@BTCONNECT.COM WWW.MEMORIALGRAVESTONESOBAN.CO.UKTEL: 01631 563123 / 07765815982

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

Graham Scott, Dip FA FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Investments, Pensions/Open Market Option,

Life & Critical Illness , Home insurance, estate planning/

protect your assets (Estate Planning is not regulated by the 

Financial Conduct authority)

Are your current arrangements best for You, Your family, 

Your future?

For a NO OBLIGATION FIRST MEETING

07738 121549, gas.gascott@btinternet.com
www.grahamscottfs.co.uk

*Estate Planning and Funeral Plans are not regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority.Financial Services Scotland ltd is an appointed representative of Personal 

Touch Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 

Conduct Authority. FSS ltd is registered in Scotland, 

company number SC 408291.

BLOCKED 
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & Groundworks
CCTV Drain Surveys
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Oban talent hits right notes
FRIDAY night saw the re-
launch of the open mic night 
at Sloan’s Bar now called The 
Friday Night Jam.  Organised by 
Stevo Finlayson and Louis Bar-
row the event takes place on the 
last Friday of every month and 
welcomes singers, songwriters, 
bands and musicians of all abili-
ties to come along and entertain 
the crowd. 

-
formed an acoustic cover of 
Don’t Be Shy by Cat Stevens, 
swiftly followed by Moray Mac-
Niven from local band Starbuck 
who as well as being a talented 
singer and guitarist also helped 
the boys set up the stage and 
provided the drum kit for the 
evening. Moray covered Jimi 
Hendrix and the Stereophonics 
among others during his set

The next act was local girl 
Nikki  Aitkenhead who blew the 

audience away with her vocal 
abilities, singing to a backing 
track she covered artists such as  
KT Tunstall, Lady Antebellum 
and Adele. 

An ad hoc band followed with 
Stevo on bass and Stuart Martin 
from Chunks on drums and 
Robert MacKenzie on guitar 
and vocals.

The audience were then 
treated to a percussion jam with 
Stuart being joined by Sergio on 
the cajon and the evening was 
brought to a close with Moray 

Co-organiser Stevo said: ‘It’s 
great to see local talent being 
supported so much and thanks 
to all the performers who came 
along tonight, I’ve also got to 
say a special thanks to Bryan 
and Skinny from Sloan’s Bar for 
allowing us to put on the event’

The next Friday Night Jam 
will be on Friday October 25.

NEXT week will see the 27th 
annual Tiree Wave Classic 
- with some of the world’s top 
windsurfers set to compete this 
year.

champion Ross Williams will 
almost certainly be one of the 
favourites to win the profes-
sional event this year - with the 

highest ranked competitor ever 
to have taken part.

But, as every year, Tiree 
brings out the best in the com-
petitors and a week of world-

Starting on October 12, hopes 
are high that this year will see 
a record number of entries.

Organiser Jim Brooks-
Dowsett said: ‘I would say 

Tiree’s trademark winds helped lift last year’s competition, 
where there were some spectacular moves.

Young visitors to the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary, Barcaldine, last 
Saturday got the chance to meet Timmy, star of CBeebies show 

Timmy Time. Timmy was touring the UK’s sealife sanctuary’s 
to promote his new film, Timmy’s Seaside Rescue. Among the 

children greeting their woolly hero were, from left, Pamela 
Ingram from Oban and Lewis and Eilidh Jamieson from Glasgow, 

who were visiting family in North Connel. 15_t40timmy01

Timmy time at 
Sealife Sanctuary

Edinbrugh ceilidh season kicks off
THE OPENING night of the Edinbrugh ceilidh season takes place 
this Saturday.

Comunn Tir Nam Beann Dun Eideann will host the programme, 
which includes Lothian Gaelic Choir, at Augustine United Church.

A 17-YEAR-old student from a 
Taynuilt ballet school has won a 
bronze medal in an international 
competition.

Natasha Watson, from Falkirk, 
is a student at Ballet West. She 
achieved the bronze medal in the 

Dance (RAD) Genée International 
Ballet Competition in Glasgow on 
Sunday.

Natasha, who was the only Scot 

year of the HND course, having 
studied at Ballet West since 2011. 

Gillian Barton, principal of Ballet 
West, said: ‘We are all immensely 
proud of Natasha. This is an 
amazing achievement and she is 
an outstanding student.  

‘Natasha was one of seven 
Ballet West students taking part 
in this year’s competition. This 
is a record number of students 
from one school. They were all a 
credit to Ballet West.’

Natasha previously attended 
Ballet West’s Aspiring Profes-

sionals classes, having started 
her training with Jacqueline 
Clark at Central Scottish Ballet 
School.  

Last year she won the overall 
prize at the RAD Senior Awards 
Day and the prize for the best 
overall dancer. She also starred 
alongside David Tennant in the 
TV drama Single Father and with 
Jason Isaacs in Case Histories 
and won Best Actress at the 
Scottish Variety Awards.

The Genée competition is 
open to students worldwide 
who achieved Distinction in the 
RAD’s Advanced Two exams.  

Previous Genée medalists from 
Ballet West include Jonathan 
Barton, Ballet West’s vice princi-
pal and senior principal dancer 
and Sara-Maria Smith, assistant 
artistic director and senior prin-
cipal dancer.  

Finalists from Ballet West have 
included Kelly McCole, principal 
dancer and teacher at Ballet West 
and Sarah Mortimer, currently 
dancing with Ballet Theatre UK.

Natasha Watson achieved a bronze medal at the Genée International 
Ballet Competition. Picture by Amanda Clark.

Natasha wins bronze in international competition

Co-organiser Stevo Finlayson was the first 
to take to the stage.

Moray MacNiven performed both solo 
and with the band.

Nikki Aitkenhead wowed the audience 
with her vocals.

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

In support of the Tiree Wave Classic

this year.  We’re expecting 
some international guests and 
there’s quite a lot of riders from 
the world tour joining us.

‘This is the longest-stand-

the most prestigious. It is still 
regarded as the one to win.

‘While last year we had some 
great, grey waves, the wind 
was sometimes tricky and a bit 
unpredictable. The year before 
we had a record three rounds of 
unbroken competition during 
the week.

‘We’ve had some great re-
ports  about the weather so far 
this year so we’re hoping for 
some good conditions.’

Jim believes the reputation of 
the event is still growing and 
says that is in no small part to 

the island itself.
‘The atmosphere is great,’ he 

said. ‘Everyone on the island 
is so welcoming - and it is a 
stunning location.  It’s fair to 
say the closing party is popular 
too.

Tuition
‘It is a really relaxed at-

mosphere and we get a lot of 
people, particularly families, 
coming to the island to mingle 
with the pros and enjoy the 
competition. They can just 
come down and meet their 
heroes and even learn a thing 
or two from them.’

A new addition to last year’s 
event was the tuition offered to 
those wavesailors new to the 
sport. 

The British Wavesailing 
Association (BWA) is keen to 

keep the workshops going and 
-

ling competitors to come to the 
island and learn the ropes from 
some of the sport’s best.

Jim said: ‘The BWA is bring-
ing groups of young sailors this 
year; some have been out on 
the waves before and others are 

some islanders going as well.
‘Last year it was very success-

ful and it will be a permanent 
feature of the event in future.’

He added: ‘We are delighted 
that Event Scotland and Argyll 
and Bute Council continue to 
back the Wave Classic and they 
have been very supportive. 

‘With their continued sup-
port, and the fact it is such a 
popular event, we’re sure it 
will continue to grow.’

Tiree wave classic 2013

Rare 27-year-old Springbank whisky 
sold at auction
A RARE bottle of 27-year-old Springbank whisky, bottled to mark 
the Everest Challenge in 1993 was sold at auction yesterday.

The whisky was sold at Bonhams Whisky in Edinburgh with a 
value estimated at £1,200-1,400, thanks in part to a label designed 
by Mary Quant.

The Everest challenge was a charity bike ride in the foothills of the 
Himalayas sponsored by the glazing company, Everest, which took 
place between April 12 and May 29 1993. 

The whisky itself was distilled in 1965, the year in which Everest 
was founded, and Mary Quant, one of Britain’s best know designers, 
created the label which shows a snow capped mountain peak in the 
words ‘I’m going for Everest’.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THURSDAY - October 3
7.40am, Ramblers Scotland Corrour walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale car park at 6am, 
North Ballachulish PS at 7am, Fort William train station at 7.30am or Spean Bridge 
train station at 7.45am.
10am, Anthony Nolan Trust pop-up shop, Mitchell’s Amusements, George Street, Oban.
10am, LORN Market, Kintaline Farm, Benderloch.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
5.30pm, Film night for Alzheimer Scotland, Oban Phoenix Cinema.
7pm, Connel Sewing Club resumes on a weekly basis, Connel Village Hall.
7.30pm, The Drawer Boy, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
7.30pm, Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - October 4
10am, Anthony Nolan Trust pop-up shop, Mitchell’s Amusements, George Street, Oban.
9pm, Karaoke, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - October 5
All day, Chinwag, Kilbowie Outdoor Centre, Oban.
Various times, Giants in the Forest event, Moine Mhor National Nature Reserve, Kilmartin.
10am, Anthony Nolan Trust pop-up shop, Mitchell’s Amusements, George Street, Oban.
10am, Ramblers Scotland Loch Quoich walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale car park at 
7.30am, North Ballachulish PS at 8.20am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.50am or 
Spean Bridge Woollen Mill at 9.10am.
11am, Coffee morning, Pennyghael Community Centre, Mull.
7.45pm, Pre-Mod Ceilidh, Taynuilt Village Hall.
8.30pm, Emma’s Imagination, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
9.30pm, Neon, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY - October 6
All day, Chinwag, Kilbowie Outdoor Centre, Oban.
3pm, Neon, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY - October 7
2pm, Community Cafe, Lochdonhead School, Mull.

TUESDAY - October 8
8.30pm, Kris Drever, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Glencruitten Golf Club Ladies Section Whist Drive, Glencruiten Golf Club

WEDNESDAY - October 9
6pm, Ranger Service deer rut walk, meet Loch na Gualine Dubh car park, Mull.
8pm, Inveraray and District Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.
8.30pm, Kris Drever, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
9pm, Pub quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THURSDAY - October 10
10am, Ramblers Scotland Tummel Bridge walk, meet at Glencoe Village car park or 
Fort William Woollen Mill at 8am or Spean Bridge Woollen Mill at 8.20am.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - October 11
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
10am, Song birds, Craighouse Hall, Jura.
8pm, Isla Grant in concert, Bowmore Hall, Islay.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - October 12
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
12pm, Oban Lifeboat open to the public.
10pm, Live band, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SUNDAY - October 13
All day, Tunnocks Mull Rally.
All day, Tiree Wave Classic.
All day, Highland Cattle Society show and sale, Oban Livestock Centre, Upper Soroba, Oban.
10.30am, Ramblers Scotland Ardgour walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 
9am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 9.45am, Ballachulish tourist info at 9.50am or Corran 
Ferry slip for 10.15am sailing.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

IN ONLY its third year, the 
Barra and Vatersay Provincial 
Mòd - Mòd Ionadail Bharraigh 
is Bhatarsaigh - attracted entries 

-
liam, Lochaline, Taynuilt and 
Lanarkshire.

A total of 282 junior and sen-
ior entries proved the event is 
going from strength to strength 
and there were also a number 
of competitors from other 
islands, such as the Uists and 
Benbecula.

There was a real fun ceilidh 
atmosphere for adults and 
children with children’s arts 

and crafts, a visit from Nip the 
Storlann collie, a ceilidh on 

concert on Saturday.  
The adjudicators were 

impressed by the very high 
standard across the board in all 
competitions.

The local committee thanked 
the very positive and encourag-
ing adjudicators, competitors 
who came from near and far and 
all the sponsors and volunteers 
who helped on the day and in 
the run up to the event and who 
gave up many many hours to 
ensure the event ran smoothly.

Barra and Vatersay Mòd goes 
from strength to strength

Fergus MacVicar from Grimsay, North Uist, who won both the 
Bagpipes Under-15 Four Parted March and Strathspey and Reel 

competitions.

RESULTS
Junior Section: Conversation  U13(Age 5 to 9) Fluent: 1 Calum MacMillan, Sgoil Dhalabroig, 2  
Holly Muir, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Catriona MacLeod, Isle of South Uist; Conversation  U13(Age 
10  to 12) Fluent: 1  Rose Scott, Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Jordan MacKinnon, Sgoil  Dhalabroig, 
3= Marsaili Anna Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh and Neil Donan MacMillan,  Sgoil Dhalabroig; 
Conversation 13 - 18 Fluent: 1Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Shannon MacLean,  
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 3 Sarah Anne MacMillan, Sgoil Lionacleit; Storytelling U13 (Age 
5 to 9) Fluent: Annie Sìne Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh;  Storytelling U13 (Age 10  to 12) Fluent: 
1 Ruairidh Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig, 2 Neil Donan MacMillan,  Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3  Marsaili 
Anna Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh; Recitation U13 (Age 5 to 7) Fluent: 1  Lucy Lindsay, Sgoil 
Dhalabroig, 2  John Scott, Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3= Aithne MacDougall, Eilean Bharraigh and 
Dolan Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig; Recitation U13 (Age 8 to 12) Fluent: 1  Calum MacMillan, Sgoil 
Dhalabroig, 2  Joanne Laing,  Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3=  Uilleam MacDougall, Eilean Bharraigh  
and Rebecca Swallow, Bun Sgoil Chondorrait; Recitation 13 - 18 Fluent: Claire Frances Nic 
Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh;  Reading at Sight U13 (Age 5 to 9) Fluent:  1 Calum MacMillan, Sgoil 
Dhalabroig, 2  Hannah Russell, Bun-Sgoil  Chondorrait,  Abi Muir, Eilean Bharraigh; Reading 
at Sight U13 (Age 10  to 12) Fluent: 1 Katie Morag MacDonald, Eilean Bharraigh, 2= Joanne 
Laing,  Sgoil Dhalabroig and Uilleam MacDougall, Eilean Bharraigh, 3= Marsaili Anna Nic Nìll, 
Eilean Bharraigh and Rose Scott, Eilean Bharraigh; Reading at Sight 13 - 18 Fluent:  Claire 
Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh; Conversation 13 - 18 Learners:  Laura MacInnes,  Eilean 
Bharraigh;  Recitation 13 - 18 Learners: 1 Laura MacInnes,  Eilean Bharraigh, 2 Vaila Kennedy, 
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 3 Katie Annie MacFarlane, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile;  Read-
ing at Sight 13 - 18 Learners:  Laura MacInnes,  Eilean Bharraigh;  Playlet U13 Open:  P6/7 
GM Class, Sgoil Dhalabroig; Solo U13 Girls (Age 5 to 7 Years) Fluent: 1 Maggie MacDonald, 2 
Anna MacLean, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Holly Muir, Eilean Bharraigh; Solo U13 Girls (Age 8 to 12 
Years) Fluent: 1  Rebecca Swallow, Bun Sgoil Chondorrait, 2 Laura Robertson, Roinn-Sgoile 
Ghàdhlig a’ Ghearasdain, 3  Hannah Russell, Bun-Sgoil Chondorrait; Solo U13 Boys (Age 
5 to 9) Fluent: 1 Kieran MacCormick, Isle of Benbecula, 2  David Ralston, 3=  Michael Iain 
MacIsaac, Eilean Bharraigh, Roddy MacNeil, Eilean Bharraigh andJonathan Beaton, Sgoil 
Dhalabroig; Solo U13 Boys (Age 10  to 12) Fluent: 1 Ruairidh Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig, 2  Finlay 
MacVicar, Isle of North Uist, 3 David Bird, Sgoil an Iochdair; Solo 13 - 18 Girls  Fluent: 1  Claire 
Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh, 2 Shannon MacLean,  Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile; Solo 
13 - 18 Boys Fluent: 1  Scott Thomson, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 2  Murdo MacLennan,  
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile;  Solo U13 Girls Learners: 1 Charlotte O’Carroll, Sgoil 
Eoligearraidh, 2  Kerrie MacGillivray,  Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile;   Solo 13 -  18 Girls Open: 
1  Rebecca Woolcock, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 2 Otilie Lawrence, Comunn Gàidhealach 

Open: 1 Uilleam MacDougall, Eilean Bharraigh, 2 Marsaili Anna Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh, 3 
Annie Sìne Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh;  

Self-Accompanied Solo U13 Open:  Ruairidh Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig;   
Self-Accompanied Solo 13 - 18 Open:  Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh.   
Duet U13 Open:  Rebecca Swallow & Hannah Russell, Bun-Sgoil Chondorrait;   Duet 13 - 18 
Open: 1 Shannon MacLean & Bethan Sexton, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 2  Otilie Lawrence 
& Rebecca Woolcock, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile; Choral Unison U13 Open: 1  Còisir Sgoil 
an Iochdair, 2 Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3   Còisir Bhun Sgoil  Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil;  Choral Puirt a Beul 
U13 Open: 1  Còisir Sgoil an Iochdair, 2 Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3  Còisir Bhun Sgoil  Bhàgh a’ 
Chaisteil; Choral Unison 13 - 18 Open:  Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile; Choral Harmony 13 - 18 
Open:  Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile; Choral Puirt a Beul 13 - 18 Open:  Comunn Gàidhealach 
Mhuile;  Folk Group U13 Open:  Na Barraich,  Fèis Bharraigh; Folk Group 13 - 18 Open:  Clann 
a’ Chaisteil, Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil;  Fiddle U13 Beginners: 1 Aithne MacDougall, Eilean 
Bharraigh, 2  Floraidh Gray, Sgoil Dhalabroig, 3  Annie Sìne Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh;  Fiddle 
U13 Open: 1  Joanna MacDonald, 2  Katie Morag MacDonald, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Uilleam 
MacDougall, Eilean Bharraigh;  Fiddle 13 - 18 Open: 1  Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh;   
Fiddle U19:  Open Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Katie Morag MacDonald, 
Eilean Bharraigh, 3 Marsaili Anna Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh; Clarsach 13 - 18 Open:  Claire 
Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh;  Piano U13 Beginners: 1 Uilleam MacDougall, Eilean 
Bharraigh, 2  Abi Muir, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Mairi MacMillan,  Sgoil Dhalabroig; Piano 13 - 18 
Open:  Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh; Accordion U13 Beginners: 1  Martin Sinclair, 
Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Cailean MacNeil, Eilean Bharraigh; Accordion U13 Open: 1  David Walker, 
Isle of South Uist, 2    Catriona MacKinnon,  Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Martin Sinclair, Eilean 
Bharraigh; Accordion 13 - 18 Open: 1  Sarah Anne MacMillan, Sgoil Lionacleit, 2  Niall Walker, 
Isle of South Uist; Accordion U19 Open: 1 Niall Walker, Isle of South Uist, 2 Sarah Anne 
MacMillan, Sgoil Lionacleit, 3 David Walker, Isle of South Uist;   
Chanter Beginners: 1  Ruairidh Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig, 2  Marsaili Anna Nic Nìll, Eilean 
Bharraigh, 3 Floraidh Gray,  Sgoil Dhalabroig;  Chanter Novice: 1 Catriona MacKinnon,  Eilean 
Bharraigh, 2  Laura Robertson, Roinn-Sgoile Ghàidhlig a’ Ghearasdain; Bagpipes Beginners: 
1  Finlay MacVicar, Isle of North Uist, 2  Laura MacInnes,  Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Claire Frances 
Nic Nìll,  Eilean Bharraigh; Bagpipes U15 Open: 1  Fergus MacVicar, Isle of North Uist, 
2  Heather MacKinnon, 3 Chloe Steele;  Bagpipes U15 Open: 1  Fergus MacVicar, Isle of 
North Uist, 2  Calum Craib, Isle of Benbecula, 3  Katie Morag MacDonald, Eilean Bharraigh; 
Bagpipes 15 - 18 Open: 1  Mairi MacInnes, Isle of North Uist, 2  Sarah Anne MacMillan, Sgoil 
Lionacleit, 3  Alasdair Elder,  Eilean Bharraigh; Bagpipes 15 - 18 Open: 1  Mairi MacInnes, Isle 
of North Uist, 2  Sarah Anne MacMillan, Sgoil Lionacleit; Drum Stick and Pad U15 Beginners:  
Cameron MacLeod, Eilean Bharraigh;  Drum U19 Open:  Kyle MacLeod, Eilean Bharraigh; 
Instrumental Group U13 Open:  Fèis Bharraigh 2 Fèis Bharraigh 1;  Instrumental Group 13 
- 18 Open:  Fèis Bharraigh 3;  Short Story (Age 5 to 13) Open: 1  Katie Morag MacDonald, 
Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Rose Scott, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Abi Muir, Eilean Bharraigh; Short Story 
(Age 13 to 18) Open: 1 Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil, 2  Millidh Denehy, 
Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil, 3  Michelle Galbraith, Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil; Poster in Gaelic (Age 
5 to 13) Open: 1  Abi Muir, Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Annie Sìne Nic Nìll, Eilean Bharraigh, 3  Rose 
Scott, Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil; Poster in Gaelic (Age 13 to 18) Open: 1  Claire Frances Nic Nìll,  
Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Micheal Brendan MacLeod,  Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil, 3  Abigeal MacNeil, 
Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil. 
Senior Section:  Conversation Learners:  Margaret Mary Campbell, Eilean Bharraigh;  Solo 
Own Choice Ladies Fluent : 1 Karen Elder, Eilean Bharraigh, 2  Amy MacNeil, Isle of North 
Uist, 3  Catriona MacLean, Gruline; Solo Own Choice Ladies Learners: 1  Donna Dugdale, 
Tobermory, 2  Helen Watt, Taynuilt, 3 Katrina MacDowall, Lochaline;  Solo Own Choice 
Men Learners: Stewart Jackson, Lochaline, 2  Peter Lindsay, Lochaline, 3   David Paterson, 
Taynuilt; Solo – Local Song Ladies/Men Open: 1  Audrey MacLeod Paterson, Taynuilt, 2   
Karen Elder, Eilean Bharraigh;  
Solo – Traditional Ladies/Men Open: 1  Donna Dugdale, Tobermory, 2  Stewart Jackson, 
Lochaline, 3  Karen Elder, Eilean Bharraigh; Duet Open:  Helen Watt & David Paterson, 
Taynuilt; Singing in Harmony Mixed Voice Open:  Bùrach, Lochaline;   Puirt a Beul Mixed Voice 
Open Bùrach, Lochaline.  
Barra Mod Trophies 2013
Junior Competitions: Specsavers Highlands and Islands:Oral Fluent Primary (Conversation, 
Storytelling, Recitation, Reading at Sight): Marsaili Nic Nill; Barra & Vatersay Island Produce 
Show: Oral Fluent Secondary (Conversation, Storytelling, Recitation, Reading at Sight): 
Claire Frances Nic Nill; COTHROM Cuach Luchd – Ionnsachaidh: Oral Learners Secondary 
(Conversation, Storytelling, Recitation, Reading at Sight): Laura MacInnes; MacInnes Bros 
Ltd: Vocal Fluent Solo: Maggie MacDonald; The Thrift Shop: Vocal Learners Solo: Rebecca 
Woolcock; Feis Bharraigh: Open Solo - Local Song: Claire Frances Nic Nill; Anne & Len 
McGuire Trophy: Choral Primary: Coisir Sgoil an Iochdair; Northbay House: Choral Secondary: 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; John MacLennan Contractors: Folk Group and Instrumental 

Community Council: Clarsach: Claire Frances Nic Nill; Craigard Hotel Round Table Trophy: 
Accordion: Sarah Anne MacMillan & Niall Walker; Iain Beag MacNeil Quaich:  Bagpipes Under 
15s: Katie Morag MacDonald; Murchadh Beag MacNeill Memorial Trophy:  Bagpipes 15-18: 
Mairi MacInnes, Teresa Jenkins, Guy Adams & Family, Isle of Barra Hotel: Bagpipes: Mark 
Finlay, Fergus MacVicar & Mairi MacInnes; Duais Ùr-sgrìobhadh Am Pàipear: Literature: Claire 
Frances Nic Nill; Heathbank Hotel: Junior Local: Claire Frances Nic Nill. Senior Competitions:  
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig: Oral Learners: Margaret Mary Campbell; Flora MacNeil: Vocal Fluent Solo: 
Karen Elder; MacNeil Coaches: Vocal Learners Solo: Donna Dugdale; Camuskellaig: Vocal 
Open Solo: Karen Elder; MacInnes Bros: Choral (Singing in Harmony, Puirt a Beul): Burach;  
Colaisde a’ Chaisteil / Lews Castle College: Adult Local: Karen Elder.

Karen Elder from Barra who won the Solo Ladies Fluent (Own 
Choice) competition and was awarded the trophy for the highest 

aggregate marks by a local adult in individual oral and vocal 
competitions.

Lucy Lindsay from Sgoil Dhalabroig, South Uist, who won the 
Recitation Under-13 Fluent (ages 5 to 7) competition. 

Charlotte O’Carroll from Sgoil Eoligearraidh, Barra, who won the 
Solo Under-13 Girls Learners competition. 

Father Ross Chrichton, Gaelic adjudicator, with multi-prizewinner 
Claire Frances Nic Nill. 

she led a very interesting life 
and was a life-long champion of 
Gaelic’.

These are the opening words of  

the summer by Acair Ltd.
Barbara Satchel began writing 

a series of articles in her native 
Gaelic, after retiring from full-
time work as domestic bursar 

Dunoon. 
Originally appearing in print in 

‘Gairm’ magazine, between 1983 
and 1997, they include descriptions 
of her childhood on the island of 

of her  eventful life. 
They have now been published 

in a single volume, with full 
English translations and a 
bi-lingual introduction by her 
daughter, Morag Law.

Barbara Satchel (MacAl-
lister) began writing in Gaelic 

the 1920s, encouraged by her 

The precious legacy of Barbara Satchel
Gaelic-speaking teacher, Janet 
Mackinnon. 

Barbara Satchel. 

Notably, it was her own dialect 

used in her articles, making 
them particularly valuable as 
they were a written record of 
a fast-disappearing mode of 
speech. 

Throughout her life, she was 

keenly aware of how precious her 
language and heritage were and 
as well as her writing, she made 
strenuous efforts to speak Gaelic 
– and encourage others to do so 
– in all the many places she was 

the Isle of Skye, Dunoon and 
even the south of England.

In later years, she became 
a Gaelic tutor at community 
education classes in Dunoon,  
becoming  a well-respected 
activist and supporter of the 
language, both in Argyll and 

vivid and evocative picture 
of life in a remote Hebridean 
community in the early years 
of the twentieth century – and 
also a tantalising glimpse of 
Barbara’s lively and engaging 
personality.

It is currently available from 
Acair Ltd, The Gaelic Books 

-
noon. 

ISLANDERS on Luing have 
raised more than £4,000 for 

a sponsored walk earlier in the 
year.

Big hearted residents handed 
over the cheque for £4,136 to 
the charity last week after they 
climbed to the summit on the 
Isle of Scarba in May. 

The event was organised by 
Sue and John Blackwell but 

with Scarba being an island, 
transportation presented a chal-
lenge before the real challenge 
began.

The walk would not have 
been possible without sea 
transportation and walkers 
want to say a ‘big thank you’ to 
Neil MacQueen and Alasdair 
MacLachlan, skippers of My 
Tara and Venture, for getting 
them on and off the island.  

Participants also thanked 

-
ing available when and if 
required.  

But the day May 25 was a 
spectacular one, with 67 walk-
ers taking part before being 
rewarded with a barbeque 

by Eoghann and Amanda 
MacLachlan.

Hazel Cruickshanks, Emma MacLachlan and Fergus Ritchie with the cheque for Cancer Research UK. 

Luing residents raise £4,136 for cancer research
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• In a World… (15) 
A hilarious comedy about a struggling vocal 
coach who strikes it big in the cutthroat 
world of movie-trailer voiceovers, only to 
find herself in direct competition with the 
industry’s reigning king... her father.
• About Time (12A) 
Tim Lake discovers he can travel in 
time. Tim can’t change history, but 
he can change what happens and has 
happened in his own life-so he decides 
to make his world a better place by 
getting a girlfriend. Sadly, that turns 
out not to be as easy as you might think 
but Tim finally meets the beautiful but 
insecure Mary, they fall in love, but an 
unfortunate time-travel incident means 
he’s never met her at all.
• Iris (15)
Iris, based on the life of revered British 
writer and philosopher Iris Murdoch, is a 

story of unlikely yet enduring love. As a 
young academic, teaching philosophy at 
Oxford, Murdoch meets and eventually 
falls in love with fellow professor John 
Bayley. The story unfolds as snippets of 
time, seen through Bayley’s eyes. These 
images portray Murdoch as a vibrant 
young woman with great intellect and 
are contrasted with the novelist’s later 
life, after the effects of Alzheimer’s 
disease have ravaged her. 
• Diana (12A)
During the last two years of her life, 
Princess Diana embarks on a final rite 
of passage: a secret love affair with 
Pakistani heart surgeon Hasnat Khan. 
This biopic focuses on the last two years 
of her life after she divorced from Prince 
Charles. Her relationships with heart 
surgeon Hasnat Khan and Dodi Fayed 
are also narrated. Providing the details 

about how the Princess and Khan met.
• R.I.P.D 2D & 3D (12A)
A recently slain cop joins a team of 
undead police officers working for the 
Rest in Peace Department and tries to 
find the man who murdered him with 
help from his new partner Roy, an ex-
U.S. Marshal who lived in the 1800s.
• Justin and The Knights of 
Valour (PG) 
A young boy becomes a man as he 
embarks on a quest to become a knight. 
Justin (Freddie Highmore) lives in a 
kingdom where bureaucrats rule and 
knights have been ousted. His dream is to 
be become one of the Knights of Valour, 
like his grandfather was, but his father 
Reginald (Alfred Molina), the chief counsel 
to the Queen (Olivia Williams), wants his 
son to follow in his footsteps and become 
a lawyer.
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In a World… Thursday 3rd October 21:00
About Time Thursday 3rd October 13:30
Iris Thursday 3rd October 17:30
Diana Friday 4th October 18.30

Saturday 5th October 18.00
Sunday 6th October 18.30
Monday 7th October 20.30
Tuesday 8th October 18.00
Wednesday 9th October 20.30
Thursday 10th October 18.00

R.I.P.D Friday 4th October 21.00 2D
Saturday 5th October 20.30 3D
Sunday 6th October 15.30 3D
Monday 7th October 18.00 2D
Tuesday 8th October 20.30 3D
Wednesday 9th October 18.00 2D
Thursday 10th October 20.30 3D

Justin and The Knights Saturday 5th October 13.00, 15.30
of Valour Sunday 6th October 13.00
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THE ISLE of Lismore 
basked in sunshine and a 
carnival atmosphere as its 
24-hour ceilidh got into full 
swing.

Several hardy souls lasted 
the whole 24 hours from 
8pm last Friday to 8pm the 
following day, while around 
300 others came and went 
from Lismore Hall during 
the day.

Households on the island 
welcomed in visitors for 
impromptu gatherings and 
children enjoyed a host 
of fun events as the small 
island bustled with activity.

An evening outdoor 
Orcadian Strip the Wil-
low involving 56 couples 
- and around 30 spectators 
viewing from the beer tent 
- brought the curtain down 
on the 24-hour event, which 

has raised £6,500 so far for 
Cancer Research and Mac-
millan Cancer Support.

Co-organiser Laura Cook, 
who went 40 hours with no 
sleep, said: ‘The highlight 
for me has to be the Strip the 
Willow on the road outside 
the hall; it was spectacular 

for that.
‘There was just an incred-

ible buzz around the island 
on the Saturday. The whole 
community was out, from 
the children attending 
a music session and fun 
afternoon, to the older folk 
at an afternoon ceilidh. 
There was something for 
everyone.’

An array of bands and 
musicians helped to sup-
port the event. Many were 
ad-hoc musicians from 

the island and beyond and 
included Mairi Campbell, 
Ceol an Aire and Dun Mor 
from Tiree, whose Eilidh 
‘the ceilidh’ MacFadyen 
was still playing on the re-
turn evening ferry to Oban, 
despite getting no sleep.

Among the other popular 
events was an early evening 
Scottish country dancing 
class by Ann Livingstone 
and an auction by Donnie 
MacCormick, who man-
aged to get very good prices 
for a Rangers football shirt, 
a salmon and a sheep.

Asked if the success of 
the inaugural event had 
persuaded organisers to 
hold the 24-hour ceilidh 
next year, Mrs Cook said: 
‘I expect we might. We’ve 
booked the hall just in 
case!’

Jenny Iris Lawrie, left, Sam Woods and Rhona May Lawrie 
are dressed to impress at the Lismore ceilidh.

Lismore reeling from 24-hour ceilidh

Dancers line the village hall for the Scottish country dancing class.

Ceilidh organisers Laura Cook and Neil Carmichael. Three singing girls, known as The Kids’ Club perform in 
the hall. 

A steady stream of traffic flowed through the garages at Oban Community Fire Station on Saturday as fire fighters ran 
a car wash in aid of The Fire Fighters Charity. Thanks to generous donations, and a fair bit of elbow grease from the fire 
fighters, a total of more than £1,200 was raised. Car wash organiser Dougie Black thanked everyone who donated. Our 

picture shows The Oban Times car getting a clean bill of health at the car wash. 15_t40carwash01

The organisers of a surprise 
farewell night for local mòd 
committee chairman Charlie 
MacColl have thanked 
everyone who attended at 
the West End Hotel in Fort 
William.

Joyce Cameron and Kat-
rina MacCuish said people 
had come from far and 
wide to mark the hard work 
done by Charlie for Gaelic 
in Lochaber for the past 30 
years.

Katrina said: ‘They came 
from all parts of Scotland and 
enjoyed a dinner followed by 
an excellent ceilidh.’ 

Majestic Line visits Castle Stalker
CASTLE Stalker will extend its visitor season this year 
to allow small-boat cruise passengers a chance to visit the 
14th century structure.
Small-boat cruise company The Majestic Line has joined 
forces with the castle’s owners to provide private tours for 
the company’s guests.
Ross Allward, whose family bought Castle Stalker in 1965 
and restored it to a habitable state, said: ‘We are delighted 
that The Majestic Line guests will visit Castle Stalker.
‘The castle is often thought of as the ‘Castle in the Sea’, 
situated on its wee island, which gives it a special magical 
charm.’

boats with en-suite accommodation for 11 guests. 
The guests will arrive by boat tender for a two-hour tour of 
the castle, including a talk, canapés and a dram.
The cruises will depart from Oban on October 12 and 
Inverness on October 19 this year.

Horticultural skills on show
THE 2013 Isle of Colonsay Root and Grain Show demon-
strated the horticultural skills of islanders, both adults and 
schoolchildren.  

Swiss milk tablet, from clootie dumplings to quiches and 
from lettuces to lemon curd.
There were more than one hundred different varieties of 
produce, categorised into root and produce or bakery and 
homecraft.
Each category was keenly contested and exhibits were 
expertly judged by Margaret Smith, Eleanor McNeill, 
Davie Bell and Jim McLoughlin.
The cup winners for the main three categories were Jan 
Binnie, Morag Grant and Alison Hendry. Penny Gill, 
Sheena Nisbet and Anne Carrigan won the Best Exhibit 
prizes.
Among the younger competitors, Seamus Dady lifted the 
Best Exhibit (Junior), with Sam Bosomworth taking the 
Junior Boys Cup and Helen Piper walking off with the 
Junior Girla trophy. 

Inveraray and District Accordion 
and Fiddle Club new season
THE INVERARAY and District Accordion and Fiddle 
Club is kicking off its new season at the Argyll Hotel on 
Wednesday October 9.
There is a wide variety of guest artistes lined up through 
until next April, with a trio from Wick - led by accordionist 
Addie Harper Jnr – taking the stage on the opening night.
Margaret Mather said: ‘As always, supporting players are 
very welcome to come along for a tune – so look out that 

World’s biggest drawing festival 
heads to Iona Abbey
VISITORS to Iona Abbey will be able to channel their 
inner artist this month as part of the world’s biggest 
drawing festival.  
A number of Historic Scotland sites are taking part in The 
Big Draw which will see visitors equipped with drawing 
packs which will allow them to capture the area surround-
ing historic buildings through art.

said: ‘The Big Draw is a fantastic opportunity for those 
who have an interest in drawing - be they a budding artist 
or have never drawn before - to get involved.  
‘This year we have decided to focus on the natural world 
and are asking visitors to capture the view from one of the 
windows on each site, although we’re obviously more than 
happy for them to get inspired and capture different aspects 
of the site too. 
‘It’s amazing how one person can interpret the same view 
or building in a different way and we’re really looking 
forward to seeing the results.
‘With the school holidays coming up it’s a great way to 
keep the kids entertained and to channel their imagina-
tions.’
The Big Draw was founded in 2000 and is intended to 
help raise awareness of drawing as a tool for thought, 
creativity, social and cultural engagement. This year more 

countries. 

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Charlie bows out as chairman

Charity car wash cleans up DINNER & LIVE MUSIC

12th and 26th October

MENU
STARTER

Roasted Autumnal Vegetable Soup with a Hazelnut Pesto
Taynuilt Hotel Crab Cakes with homemade Chili Jam & Coriander Salad 

Smoked Salmon Roulade with Pickled Cucumber, Fennel and Orkney Oatcakes
Mull Cheddar & Caramelized Red Onion Tart  

SORBET
Sherbet Sorbet

MAIN COURSE 
Slow Braised Venison with Clapshot & Red Cabbage 

Pan Seared Fillet Of Salmon with Parsley Mash Potato & a Mussel Broth 

Leek & Mushroom Pie with a Pickled Vegetable Salad 

PRE – DESSERT 
Salted Caramel Shot 

DESSERTS
Apple Crumble with Vanilla Ice Cream 
Cheese Board with Orkney Oatcakes 
Two Scoops of homemade Ice Cream

TEA/COFFEE

price

£25
per person 

6 course menu

Taynuilt Hotel

Next week our  “Scottish Week”  includes 
lots of your classic favourites and new releases 

Autumn Fair
Sunday 6th October

12 - 3pm
Craignish Village 

Hall, Ardfern
Crafts, produce, gifts 

& cafe.
Entry £2.50 

includes baguette
and drink.

Mezzanine Allstars
Craignish Village 

Hall, Ardfern
Friday 4th October

Doors 8.00pm
Licensed bar

Tickets £9/£6/£20 
family

01852 500746
cvh.artsevents@gmail.com 

Saint Johns Church 
Ballachulish

Would like to thank 
all those who have 

donated to the 
Graveyard Fund over 

the last year. 
Thank you

Ian Mackenzie.

An Comunn Gaidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan Branch)
PRE-MOD CEILIDH
Saturday, 5th October

in Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm
Taynuilt Gaelic Choir, Taynuilt Ladies’ Gaelic Choir,

Còisir Ceann an Tuirc plus local singers and musicians. 
Fear an Taighe: David Paterson

Admission £4.00. £3 for Members.
£2 for Children 5-16 yrs including Tea.

A Warm Welcome Extended to All
 (Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

INVERARAY & DISTRICT
ACCORDION & FIDDLE CLUB

Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 9th October

at 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

From Wick, Addie Harper 
Jnr Trio

Supporting players most 
welcome

Admission £4.00

OBAN LIFEBOAT
will be open to the public
Saturday, October 12th

from 12noon - 2pm.
RNLI Christmas cards will
be on sale in the lifeboat 

station in Gallanach Road.
Volunteers interested in 
helping us to raise funds

please come along for info 
or telephone the Secretary 

on 01631 564393.
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PURVEYORS OF 
HIGHLAND BEEF 

FREEZER ORDERS SUPPLIED 
HAVE YOUR OWN BEAST 

BUTCHERED AND PACKED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD

Email: info@rmcdougallbutchers.co.uk
1606 Paisley Road West, Glasgow, G52 3QN

PHONE RODDY 
ON 0141 883 1207

FOR PRICES

Callachally, Salen, Isle of Mull PA72 6JN, 01680 300318

We are a locally run, small slaughterhouse based on the 
Island of Mull supporting the needs of Scottish farmers.

We are one of the few abattoirs that take in horned cattle for slaughter.
Transportation to and from the Abattoir can be arranged 

- please get in touch for further details
Now taking bookings for 2014

We wish the Highland Cattle Society 
a successful and prosperous show.

Highland Cattle Society
116th Annual Autumn
SHOW AND SALE

C. Hodge Fencing

Feeders, troughs, hurdles, crushes handling 
equipment, cattlegrids, all kinds of stock fencing.

Rutland Electric Fencing

wwww.hodgefencing.co.uk
01631 563271

STOCKRIGHT SYSTEMS
Livestock agency, pedigree, commercial

& genetics
Cattle, sheep & pigs

All types of livestock sourced
On farm consultation

Supplier of Osmond’s products
Finance for livestock, machinery, farms, 

businesses & vehicles

Contact Cecil Pirie 0787 604 5133
www.stock-man.co.uk

OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE
The Home of the Highlanders
Sunday 13th October 2012
116th ANNUAL SHOW OF 

PEDIGREE HIGHLAND CATTLE
Monday 14th October 2012

ANNUAL SALE OF PEDIGREE 
HIGHLAND CATTLE

(Held under the Auspices of the 
Highland Cattle Society)

Caledonian Marts
(Stirling) Ltd

Oban Livestock Centre, Upper soroba, 
OBAN, PA34 4SD 

Tel: 01631 570631
Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond.   Tel: 01360 661001 – Mob: 07801 052 007

www.gordonagri.co.uk

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty.

Claas 446RC, 2005, c/w Quicke Q45 loader/3rdservice/joystick ....................................................................................................... £17,995
Massey Ferguson 4355 4wd, 2001 51 Reg, c/w Mailleux MX80 loader .............................................................................................£16,495
Massey Ferguson 4255, 4wd , 2002, 40k, air con ...............................................................................................................................£15,995
Renault 550RX Ares, 2002, c/w Trima 340 loader, power shuttle, John Deere 95 hp engine, air con, 40k....................................£15,495
Zetor 6341 Super, 2002, 52 reg, c/w Mailleux MX 75 loader /3rdservice& joystick, front fenders .................................................£14,495
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner, trailer brake ...............................................................£12,995
John Deere 6400 1994 M reg, 2 spools, PUH and drawbar, trailer brake, economy PTO ...............................................................£12,495
Case 4230 4wd, 1994 M reg, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2 spools ......................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools, shuttle box............................................................... £11995
Zetor 5430 4wd 1996 N reg, c/w Trima 1192 loader/3rd service/joystick 70hp, 1 spool, PUH .......................................................£10,995
Landini Blizzard 85, 2000 V reg, c/w FX loader and Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd ......................................................priced from £10,995
Massey Ferguson 6170 4wd 1996 P reg, 8x4 dynashift, 2 spools, toplink, PUH..................................................................................10,995
Massey Ferguson 390 4wd, Massey Ferguson 3085 and Massey Ferguson 3085 ............................................................ prices from £6995
John Deere 2650, 1990 J reg, 4wd,gears at side, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, front fenders ..................................................................£7995 
Case 895 Super XL, 1992 H reg, 4wd, Aircon, 2 spools, front fenders ..................................................................................................£8995
Renault 80.34, 4wd, 1993 K reg, shuttle box, HYD PUH, trailer brake, Perkins engine.....................................................................£8495
Case 4210 2wd, Case 4230 2wd c/w loader and Case 885 2wd c/w loader ........................................................................ priced from 7495 
Siromer 204E 4wd, only 67 hours, 3 cylinder diesel, c/w 2012 Model 8 Chipper.................................................................................£5595
John Deere 2040s, 2wd, 1980 A reg, SG2 cab, power synchron, gears at side, V5 document ............................................................£5595
Kubota B1410 4wd compact , toplink, pickup hitch, rollbar ..................................................................................................................£4295
Case CX 28, 2002, 3600 hours, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks 20%.......................................................................................................£8995

The Cladich Highland Fold on the shores of Loch 
Awe, near Dalmally in Argyll is attracting increasing 
international interest as word spreads that they have 
genuine hill cattle that offer excellent foundation stock 
opportunities.

Jon and Queenie Strickland run pedigree breeding 
cows at Cladich where stockman Stuart Campbell 
strives to produce top quality calves that will thrive 
in any environment. Their success at this year’s 
agricultural shows would suggest they are getting most 
things right.

Christopher and Fabian Bange, have been building 
their Highland cattle fold in Germany since 1995 and 
came to Oban in February 2012 to purchase the bull 
Donald of Tordarroch from the Inverness-shire-based 
fold of John Cooper. Keen to add new blood to their 
six breeding cows and their offspring they were soon in 
touch with Cladich.

Queenie Strickland remembers well the day last year 
that Fabian and two friends arrived to view the Cladich 
cattle.

‘The morning had not started well,’ she said. ‘It was 
the day before the Dalmally show - Stuart was busy 
washing the animals and I had yet to pick my roses, 
flowers and greenery for the horticultural section - and 
the heavens opened!

‘At noon three young lads arrived with German 
punctuality, to look at our Highland cattle. In pouring 
rain, we trundled up the hill and down into muddy 
fields while Fabian sent numerous photographs to his 
brother Christopher in Germany. 

‘Two weeks earlier, four German breeders visited 
Cladich and although they were only looking for heifer 
calves, they did specially pick out a bull calf as a very 
good and strong example of the breed – Fabian agreed 
with their selection and the bull calf, Fionn Bheinn of 
Cladich, out of Frangag Donn 10 of Torloisk, was on his 
way to Germany.’

As the Cladich name enjoys further recognition and 
success in Europe, many more visitors will be likely to 
tread the path to Jon and Queenie Strickland’s door.

High cereal costs and a shortage of good quality 
fodder as a result of poor harvesting conditions 
throughout the country could be good news for 
breeders of Highland cattle.

While the continental breeds have maintained 
a steady rise in popularity over recent years, the 
profitability of an increasing number of hill suckler cow 
herds has come under intense scrutiny as input costs 
rapidly overtake incomes.

While some commercial cattle producers choose 
to reduce stocking rates in an effort to cut rocketing 
bills, others have opted to alter their breeding policies, 
sharpen their husbandry skills, and focus on maximising 
opportunities to market an end product that ensures 
profit.

The Highland cow has a well-deserved reputation 
for thriving on the poorest of conditions and, thanks 
to a high butterfat content in her milk, she has the 
natural ability to produce a rapidly growing calf without 
the need for high inputs of expensive concentrates to 
maintain milk yield. 

At times of financial pressure, farmers are discovering 
that good mothers and good margins are closely linked.

SUNDAY 13TH (SHOW) AND MONDAY 14TH (SALE)
OCTOBER 2013 AT OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE

IT IS anticipated the number of entries to this year’s Highland Cattle Society Autumn Show 
and Sale will be lower than last year - but there is a strong chance the quality of stock could 

be higher.
Ahead of the Oban-based show and sale, the society will welcome the best Scotland has to 
offer in Highland cattle, as well as breeders from as far afield as Estonia, Germany, Austria 

and Finland.
It is this combination of cattle bred on these shores and those bred overseas that makes the 

Highland Cattle Society shows all the more interesting to those involved with the breed.
The geographical spread of the entry also ensures the quality of stock continues to impress.

Over the next few years when awareness of input costs could prove 
crucial in deciding whether many livestock farming enterprises 
survive, hill farmers in particular are banking on the hereditary 

attributes of the Highland cow as a known and proven base on which 
to build a more secure future. 
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CONFIRMATION that a 
valued scheme that has brought 
thousands of seasonal workers 
to Scotland to help with harvest 
is to be scrapped has been met 
with bitter disappointment by 
NFU Scotland.

For 60 years, the Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers Scheme 
(SAWS) has allowed seasonal 
migrants – predominately stu-
dents from Eastern Europe – to 
come to the UK in the summer 
to help specialist growers 
involved in soft fruit, vegetables 
and salad crops with the busy 
harvest period.

It was a popular scheme that 
regularly saw students employed 
through SAWS return to Scot-
tish farms each summer. The 
decision to scrap the scheme was 

minister of state for immigration 
Mark Harper.

NFU Scotland’s soft fruit 

THE NATIONAL Farmers’ 
Union in Scotland celebrated its 
centenary yesterday by bringing 
together the past and present.

Farmers and staff that have 
shaped NFU Scotland over the 
years along with those who will 
drive the union forward into its 
next century met at a lunchtime 
event at Ingliston House, 
within the Royal Highland 
Showground.

The inaugural meeting of the 
union took place in the Religious 
Institution Rooms, 200 Buchanan 
Street, Glasgow, on Wednesday 
October 1 1913 with farmer and 
auction mart owner William 
Donald, Fordelhill, Kilmarnock, 

Four resolutions were put to 
the packed meeting. The most 
important stated: ‘This meeting 
of farmers and others resolves 
and pledges itself to form a 
union with the object of mutual 
help and the furthering of the 
interests of farmers in general 
and dairy farmers in particular to 
be called The Farmers’ Union.’

Caledonian Marts 
Oban
CALEDONIAN Marts had forward 
3,952 breeding sheep at the Oban 
Great Annual Sale of warranted 
ewes, gimmers and ewe lambs last 
Tuesday.

Blackface Ewes averaged £50.26 
(-£0.60 on the year) selling to £70 A 
Buchanan, Achnaba.

Cheviot Ewes averaged £50.89 
(-£19.30 on the year) selling to £64 
M Shaw, Kilbranndon& H & L Boa, 
Antium.

Cross Ewes averaged £54.52 (-
£24.18 on the year) selling to £65 A 
McKellar, Seaview.

Tex Ewes averaged £56.01 (-£19.01 
on the year) selling to £72 Mrs P 
MacKay, Lochview.

Leading prices:
Ewes:  BF - £64 

Glengorm&Turnault; Chev - £55 & 
50 Cailaich, £50 Kengharair; Tex 
– 68 Lochview; Tex x - £62 Barguil-
lean:

Mule Ewe Lambs averaged £77.92 
(-£2.01 on the year) selling to £100 L 
Kennedy, Keywpol.

Blackface Ewe Lambs averaged 
£44.41 (-£3.52 on the year) selling to 
£64 D Cameron, Inion.

Cheviot Ewe Lambs averaged 
£43.45 (+£4.89 on the year) selling 
to £74 D Dempster, Barguillean.

Leading prices:
Ewe Lambs:  Mule - £88 Fiart, 

£86 Saulmore, Tyree, Fiart; BF 
- £60 Turnualt, £56 Achnaba, 
Turnault&Glencruitten; Chev - £65 
Balure; Lleyn - £60 Cliad:

Blackface Gimmers averaged 
£66.40 (-£1.37 on the year) selling 
to £88 J J MacPherson, Balliemean-
och.

Logierait 476kgs £1400; 2 Monzie 
Farms 482kgs £1400. Single heifer 
calf: 1 Monzie Farms 522kgs £1500; 
2 Monzie Farms 504kgs £1470. 
Champion Charolais calf: Nisbet, 
Sorn Mains 502kgs £1330. Cham-
pion: Monzie Farms 522kgs £1500. 
Reserve: Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait 476kgs £1400. 

Breeding sheep (8071) UA had 
forward 8071 breeding sheep at 
their 2nd mule ewe lamb, gimmer 
and stock ewe sale.

Averages: Scotch Mule ewe lambs 
£73.98 (-£9.83 on yr). Scotch Mule 
gimmers £117.47 (-£11.36 on yr). Tex 
X Gimmers £111.90.

Leading prices: Scotch Mule ewe 
lambs, North Denhead and Drumne

£96, Dyke and Glenquey £94, Ber-
rydyke £92. Chev/Mule Ewe lambs, 
West leys £90, North Balloch £86. 
Scotch Mule gimmers, West Carse 
and Drumtee £150; Upper Auch and 
Euchries £145 and£138, Middlehill 
and Meikle labrax £140, TexX 
Gimmers, Drumtee £140, Alton 
of Bandeath £135, Oxhill £125. 
Chev/Mule Gimmers North balloch 
and Letham £128

Scotch Mule ewes, Craigo 
(1crop) £99,Ardlamy and Upper 
auchleuchars (1crop) £96, Muirston 
and Barnhill (1 crop) £94, Muirston 
(2crop) £94, Barnhill (2crop) £90, 
Ardlamy (2crop) £82, Cretlevane 
(3crop) £81, Muirston (3crop) £78, 
Barnhill (3crop) West Lundie 
(4crop) £84, Cretlevane (4crop) 
£63, Lochend (4crop) £60, West 
Lundie (C/B) £70, Fullarton (C/B) 
£57, Cretlevane (C/B) £54. ChevX 
ewes, Duchlage £126 and£116. TexX 
ewes, Craigo £85 and £84

Stirling - United Auctions Sep-
tember 26 sold 6369 prime sheep 
including 4307 lambs and 2062 ewes 
and rams. 

Lambs (4307) – Doune 
Farms(BtexX) £93; Dean(TexX) 
£100; South Flanders (SuffX) 
£84; Shanry (CharX) £81; 
Ormiston MAins(ChevX) £81; 
Rowantree(Mules) £76; Plains(BF) 
£70. Lambs (4307) West Lundie 
(BtexX) 207p; Craigden (TexX) 
216p; Old Cambus(SuffX) 173p; 
Shanry(CharX) 164p; High Mil-
ndovan (ChevX) 167p; Uigle (BF) 
161p; Rowantree (Mules) 185p. Ewes 
(2062) –Shoestones (SuffX) £72.50; 
Coldrochie (TexX) £90.50; Drim-
ston Mains(ChevX) £62.50; Keir(X) 
£52.50 Nether Stewarton (Mule) 
£62.50; Kyle(BF) £47.50; Drumrack 
(HB) £74.50. Rams –Dowries (BF) 
£46.50

United Auctions 
Dalmally
Dalmally - United Auctions Sep-
tember 28 breeding sheep sale - sold 
6889 of all classes Breeding Sheep 
at the annual sale at Dalmally Auc-
tion Mart. 

Though trade in most sections was 
slightly back on the corresponding 
high value sale last year, seller’s re-
turns were above their expectations 
as most markets in recent weeks 
have been experiencing a downward 
trend in values for Breeding Sheep. 

The following are the averages for 
the various sections with last years 
in brackets. Cross Bred Gimmers 
– 296 ave £90.69 (235 ave £91.28). 
Blackface Gimmers - 1144 ave 
£85.99 (697 ave £87.41). Cross Bred 
Ewes – 388 ave £48.69 (287 ave 
£59.90). Blackface Ewes – 3745 ave 
£54.97 (2508 ave £67.76). Cross Bred 
Ewe Lambs – 332 ave £78.52 (178 
ave £63.10). Blackface Ewe Lambs 
– 984 ave £49.56 (770 ave £44.62). 
Blackface Gimmers from Lephin-
chapel led the day’s top prices when 
their consignment sold to £500.

Principal lots and prices: Ewe 
Lambs: BF: £90.00 – Millpark: 
£85.00 – Saulmore: £70.00 
– Millpark: £65.00 – Lurignish 

Mule Gimmers averaged £93.88 
(+£10.32 on the year) selling to £132 
A McKellar, Seaview.

Cheviot Gimmers averaged £78.25 
(+£7.02 on the year) selling to £110 
Messrs MacNeill, Tiraghoil.

Leading prices:
Gimmers:  BF - £84 Tiraghoil, £82 

Mingary; Chev - £90, £82 Hermit-
age, £82, £80 Stalker Cottage; Mule 
- £110 Fiart, £105 Polltalloch; Tex 
- £305, £145 Achnaba; Suff - £92 
Calla; Lleyn – £92 Park; Cross - £82 
Balli

Caledonian Marts 
Stirling
Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd on 
Tuesday October 1 had on offer 2292 
Prime Lambs and 818 Cast Ewes and 
Rams.

Prime Lambs (2292) sold to 227p 
and £97.50 for 43kg Beltex’s from 
J B Guthrie, Cuiltburn to average 
157.3p (-9.93p on the week). Light 
Lambs (229) averaged 160.5p.

Leading Prices – p per kilo and £ 
per head - Lambs: Belt – 225p, £94.50 
Cuiltburn; Belt x – 209p Hillcroft, 
Lochend, £94 Lochend, Middlerigg; 

Mill, £92 Hillcroft; Tex x – 201p 
Killernie, £93.50 Ballinloan; Tex 
– 200p Nether Cambushinnie, £89 
Auchenrivoch; Suff – 167p Wester 
Ochtermuthill, £79 Lismore; Suff x 
– 163p Cattlemoss, £82 Ballinloan; 
Char – 180p, £88 Sauchans; Char x 
– 162p, £63 Craigend; Mule – 158p 
Shankhead, £83 Blairnavaid; BF 
– 163p Inverdunning, £59 Wright 
Park: Cast Ewes and Tups (818) 
Light Ewes (537) averaged £44.20 
(+£2.95 on the week) and sold to a 
top of £55.50 for a BF from Redhall 
Farm.

Heavy Ewes (250) averaged £69.36 
(+£4.72 on the week) and sold to a 
top of £96.50 for Texels from R M 

sold to a top of £92.50 for a Cheviot 
from Graystale. 

Leading prices: Ewes: Tex - £96.50 

Cont - £93.50 Scart; Cont x - £92.50 

Suff - £88.50 Scart; Chev - £87.50 
Lochend; Mule - £64.50 Craighead; 
BF - £51.50 Naemoor: Tups: Chev 
– £92.50 Graystale; Tex - £87.50 
Pendreich; BF - £84.50 Graystale; 
Tex - £80.50 Ballinloan:

Stirling - Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd September 30 sold 824 
Store Cattle and 5 Young Bulls.

Bullocks (420) averaged 233p per 
kg (+1p per kg) to 271p per kg for 
two 450kg Limousins from J J Black, 
Tangy, Campbeltown and to £1480 
gross for a 625kg Limousin from A 
McKinlay, Balure Croft, Tayinloan. 
Heifers (424) averaged 215p per kg 
(-1p per kg) to 260p per kg for six 
500kg Limousins from Robertson 
Potatoes Ltd, Burnside, Alva and 
to £1480 for a 625kg Limousin from 
W and T Nelson, High Kilphin, 
Ballantrae.

Leading prices: Bullocks per head 
and per kg: 251 – 300kgs - £765, 
260p Barbreck; 301 – 350kgs - £890 
Crosshill, 262p Ardnacross and 
Shemore; 351 – 400kgs - £1020 
High Kilphin, 262p Shemore; 401 
– 450kgs - £1220, 271p Tangy; 451 
– 500kgs - £1230 Greenwalls, 255p 
High Kilphin; 501 – 550kgs - £1230 
Bowridge, 244p Summerhouse; 
551 – 600kgs - £1320, 230p Balure 
Croft; 601 – 650kgs - £1480, 237p 
Balure Croft; 651 – 700kgs - £1360, 
207p Glenduisk:

Heifers per head and per kg: 251 
– 300kgs - £670, 244p Ardnacross; 
301 – 350kgs - £820, 234p Baluskie; 
351 – 400kgs - £975, 250p High 
Kilphin; 401 – 450kgs - £1080, 240p 
Mains of Doune; 451 – 500kgs - 
£1300, 260p Burnside; 501 – 550kgs 
- £1370 Bowridge, 254p Burnside; 
551 – 600kgs - £1120, 193p Pit-
kinny; 601 – 650kgs - £1480, 237p 

High Kilphin: Stirling - Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) Ltd September 30 
sold 2413 Store Lambs and Feeding 
Ewes.

Store Lambs (1872) to £64 for 
Texels from Craigluscar, Dunferm-
line. Feeding Ewes (552) to £40 
for Mule and BF from Wester Cul-
bowie, Buchlyvie and Stoneyhill, 
Strathaven respectively. All classes 
of long keep lambs similar trade 
to last week with short keep lambs 
sharper by £2 or £3.

Leading prices: Lambs: Tex - £61 
Blairhall; Cont - £60 Doune of Glen-
douglas; Belt - £60 Blairlinnans; 
Suff - £60 Wester Culbowie; Mule 
- £55 Blairhall; BF - £54 Stoneyhill: 
Ewes: Chev - £39 Griesta; Shet - £36 
Griesta; BF - £31 Barbreck and 
Stronchullin; Cont - £36 Stronchul-
lin.

Stirling - Caledonian Marts (Stir-
ling) Ltd Friday September 27 sold 
3321 Breeding Sheep.

Blackface Ewes – 1651 averaged 
£55.09 (-£0.72 on the year) to £80 
from D Hardie, Parkhead: Chev 
Ewes – 204 averaged £49.37 (-
£14.76 on the year) to £52 from W 
Thomson, Greenland: Cross Ewes 
– 550 averaged £81.32 (N/C) to £90 
from Barnhill Estates: BF Gimmers 
– 486 averaged £72.42 (-£3.33 on the 
year) to £92 from Messrs McLarty, 
Littleport: Swaledale Shearlings 
– 60 averaged £207.60 (-£30 on the 
year) to £800 from R N Beaty, Sten-
nerskeugh.

Leading Prices – Ewes BF - £68 
Glenturret, £66 Littleport: BF, 2 
crop - £70 Wester Bleaton; BF 1 crop 
- £78 Borlick; Mule – £90 Barnhill 
Estates; Tex - £90 Barnhill Estates: 
Gimmers BF - £90 Wester Bleaton; 
BF x - £88 Dinnet Moor; Mule - £125 
Barnhill Estate; Tex - £100 Atholl 
Estates; Chev - £95 Newton: Ewe 
Lambs BF - £62 Wester Bleaton: 
Tups Swaledale - £720 Cononish; 
£700 Stennerskeugh; £460 and £420 
Slatich.

Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Portree
PORTREE, Dingwall & Highland 
Marts Ltd., (September, 30th) sold 
3,411 store sheep of all classes.

Lambs (1,694) averaged £31.18 
and sold to £56 gross for Mules from 
8 Kilvaxter, Kilmuir.

Ewes (1,717) averaged £27.87 and 
sold to £83 gross for Texels from 44 
Borneskitaig.

Gimmers sold to £91 gross for 
Cheviot gimmers from 14 Geary, 
Waternish.

“All classes of feeding and breed-
ing sheep met a highly satisfactory 
demand”

Leading prices per head
Store lambs: TexX – 3 Kilvaxter, 

Kilmuir, £53; Chev – 18 Elgol, 
Broadford, £53; BF – Millburn, 
Strathaird, £52; Cross – Totescore, 
Skeabost, £49; SuffX – Cruachan, 
Orbost, £48.50; Mule – Cruachan, 
£40.Ewes: Chev – 20 Borneskitaig, 
Kilmuir, £75; TexX – 3 Kilvaxter, 
Kilmuir, £59; Suff – 1 Glen 
Bernisdale, Skeabost, £56; Cross 
– 40 Mains, Bernisdale, £54; BF – 9 

Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Lochmaddy
DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
sold 3,005 store sheep of all classes 
at its Lochmaddy sale last Monday, 
where All classes of lambs sold at 
very satisfactory rates. Trade for 
ewes although back on the year was 
in keeping with recent rates.

It also sold 59 rams of all classes.
Lambs sold to £74 per head for 

Suffolks from Sidinish, Locheport. 

Ewes sold to £75 per head for Che-
viots from 7 Balemore, Lochmaddy.

Gimmers sold to £96 per head for 
Mules from 3 Hosta, Tigharry.

Feeding Sheep sold to £64 per 
head for a Cheviot wedder from 20 
Tigharry, Lochmaddy. 

Rams sold to £220 gross for a 
Blue Faced Leicester from 3 Hosta, 
Tigharry, a Cheviot from Sidinish, 
Locheport, and a Texel from 4 
Knockline, Bayhead.

Leading prices per head
Store lambs: TexX – 8 West 

Gerinish, Lochboisdale, £70.50, 
Crois Moraig, Clachan, £60, 4 Mid-
dlequarter, Sollas, £59; SuffX – 4 
Tigharry, Lochmaddy, £70, Sandhill 
Farm, Berneray, £65, 11 Claddach, 
Illeray, £64; Chev – 6 Borve, 
Berneray, £63.50, 17A Liniclate, 
Benbecula, £61.50, Borve View, 
Liniclate, £61; Cross – 7 Malaglate, 
Lochmaddy, £59, 4 Tigharry, £56, 
Dunskellar, Sollas, £55.50; Black-
face – Sidinish, £55, 1 Ahmore, Lo-
chmaddy, 5 Gramsdale, Benbecula, 
& 5 Newton Ferry, Lochmaddy, £50, 
6 Malaglate, Lochmaddy, £49 ; Mule 
– 3 Hosta, £49.

Ewes: Chev – 1 Liniclate, Ben-
becula, £72, Sidinish, 7 Balemore, 
& 3 Hosta, £70, 15 Grenitote, Sollas, 
£69; SuffX – 7 Balemore, £61, 17 
Torlum, Benbecula, £42.

Cross – North Uist Estate, £60, 
Sidinish, £58, 3 Hougharry, £56; BF 
– Sidinish, £56, 6 Newton, Loch-
maddy, £51, 1 Ahmore, Lochmaddy, 
£48;CHM – 3 Hosta, £54.

Gimmers: TexX – 8 West Gerinish, 
£88; Mule – 3 Hosta, £72; Cross – 1 
Ahmore, £60; BF – 1 Ahmore, £56.

Feeding sheep: BF wdr – 9 Cheese-
bay, Lochmaddy, £50; Chev wdr – 7 
Balranald, Lochmaddy, £49; SuffX 
wdr – 3 Hougharry, £47; Cross wdr 
– 6 Tigharry, £46.

Rams: Suff – 7 Balemore, Bay-
head, £200, 4 Paiblesgarry, Bayhead, 
£170, Glebe Tigharry, £110; Tex 
– 3 Claddach, Kirkibost, & Failte, 
Backhill, £200, 4 Knockline, Bay-
head, £180, 17 Knockline, Bayhead, 
& 7 Balemore, £160. Cross – Glebe, 
Tigharry, £150; BF – Sidinish, £120; 
Chev – 12 Locheport, Carinish, & 15 
Ashdale, Bayhead, £120, 2 Newton, 
Lochmaddy, & Sidinish, £100. 

United Auctions 
Stirling
Stirling - United Auctions Septem-
ber 30 sold 936 suckled calves at 
their Perth show and sale.

Bullocks (495) averaged 271.8p 
(+52.4p on the year) to 329.5p per 
kg for a 437kg LimX from Newton 
of Logierait and £1580 for a 578 kg 
LimX from Ballechin Farm

Heifers (441) averaged 237.6p to 
(+37.2p on the year) to 332p per kg 
for a 512kg LimX from Ballechin 
Farm and £1700 for a 512kg LimX 
from Ballechin Farm, 

Leading prices per head and per 
kg: Bullocks: 301-350kgs Cloquhat 
Farm £910, East Buchanty 269.8p; 
– 351-400kgs – Newton of Logierait 
£1220, 310.4p; 401-450kgs – Monzie 
farms £1470, Newton of Logierait 
329.5p; 451-500kgs – Loanhead of 
Duchally £1520, 325.2; 501-550kgs 
– Ballechin Farm £1550, 300.4p; 
551-600kgs – Ballechin farm £1580, 
273.4p. Heifers: 301-350kgs – Dyke 
£820, 254.9p; 351-400kgs –Golland 
£1010, Lurgan 266p; 401-450kgs 
– Coilevoulin £1280, 288.3p; 451-
500kgs – Ballechin Farm £1390, 
294.4 501-550kgs – Ballechin Farms 
£1700, 332p

Prize list judged by Ian Sim, Kin-
craig. Pen of 4 stots: 1 Robertson, 
Newton of Logierait 478kg £1510; 
2 Monzie farms 492kg £1430. 
Pen of 4 heifers: 1 Ballechin Farm 
462kgs £1360; 2 Robertson, Newton 
of Logierait 431kgs £1110. Pen of 
Lim calves: 1 Roberston, Newton 
of Logierait 478kgs £1510. Single 
stot calf: 1 Robertson, Newton of 

and Ballachlaven,Islay: £62.00 
- Bragleenmore: £60.00 – Lurignish 
and Ballachlaven: £58.00 – Laigh 
Hatton, Tullochcroisk and Tul-
lochcan: £57.00 – Burnbank Terr: 
£56.00 – Bragleenmore, Dunans 
and Garraron and Melfort Farms: 
£54.00 – Ronachan Farms. Mule: 
£96.00 – Blarghour Farm: £90.00 
– Achalic. Gimmers: BF: £500 – Le-
phinchapel: £200 – Succothmore: 
£190 – Acharonich: £160 and £140 
– Lephinchapel: £136 – Saulmore: 
£130 – Achnamara: £118 – Glenkiln: 
£109 – Balliemeanoch: £106 – Lit-
tleport: £105 –Slatich: £104 – Glen-
beg: £101 – Balliemeanoch: £100 
– Lephinchapel. Mule: £100 – Glen-
shellach and Achalic: £98 – Achalic: 
£96 – Stronacroibh. LLEYNx: £91 
– Brackley. Warrented ewes: BF: 
£90 – Slatich: £86 – Glenkiln: £81 
– Slatich and Tullochcan: £80 –Slat-
ich: £75 – Littleport,Bragleenmore 
and Corrylorn: £71 – Slatich: £67 
– Ardlamy, Gigha and Bragleenbeg: 
£66 – Duncroisk, Corrylorn and 
Ardlamy: £65 – Littleport and Suc-
cothmore: £64 – Eden Taggart: £63 
– Invernahyle, Bragleenmore and 
Fearnoch: £62 – Eden Taggart: £61 
– Castles Estate, Ballachlaven Islay 
and Tullochcan: £60 – Invernahyle 
and Clachan Farm Partnership. 
TEXx: £72 – Barguillean Farm. 
CHEVx: £62 – Musdale Farm.

United Auctions 
Lochboisdale
Lochboisdale - United Auctions 
September 27 - second sale of all 
classes lambs and sheep at Loch-
boisdale Auction Mart, sold 1765 
head in total. 

A good offering of longer keeping 
type lambs sold to average £45.51 
as against £42.74 at last year’s 
corresponding sale, this recorded a 
rise of £2.77 on the year. Lambs sold 
to a top of £72 for Suffolk Crosses 
from No269 Daliburgh. Gimmers 
from Clachan, Ormiclate sold to 
£95. Wedders from Tigh-na-mara, 
Barra sold to £58.50 and Rams 
from No383 Garrynamonie fetched 
£160. No6 Rhughasinish led the Ewe 
prices at £60.

Principal lots and prices: Lambs: 
SUFFx £72.00 and £64.50 -269 
Daliburgh: £62.50 – Doon: £61.50 
– 414 Smerclate: £59.50 – 11 How-
more: £58.50 – 304 Kilpheder and 
Clachan: £58.00 – 239 Garryhellia 
and 392 Garrynamonie: £56.50 – 269 
Daliburgh: £55.50 – 284 Daliburgh: 
£55.00 – 366 South Boisdale. TEXx: 
£62.50, £60.00 and £55.50 – 18 
West Gerinish. CHARx: £59.50 and 
£56.50 – 414 Smerclate. CHEVx: 
£70 – 254 Daliburgh: £68.00 
– Doon: £65.00 – 254 Daliburgh 
and 6 Rhughasinish: £64.00 – Doon: 
£63.00 – 2/3 Airidhmhuillin: £60.50 
– 5 Howmore and 52 Balgarva: 
£60.00 -5 Dunganachy: £60.00 – 52 
Balgarva: £59.50 – 6 Rhughasinish: 
£57.50 – 298 Kilpheder, 9 Milton, 
2/3 Airidhmhuillin, 52 Balgarva 
and 2 Kilerivagh: £56.50 – 8 Milton 
and 9 Milton. CROSS: £64.50 – 296 
Kilpheder: £63.00 – Doon: £60.50 
– 44 Linique: £60.00 – 5 Howmore: 
£58.50 – 254 Daliburgh, Doon and 
296 Kilpheder: £58.00 – 5 Dunga-
nachy and 9 Milton. BF: £67.00, 
63.00 and £62.50 – 5 Howmore: 
£61.50 – 3 Kilaulay: £60.00 -5 How-
more: £59.50 – 366 – South Bois-
dale: £59.00 -5 Howmore: £58.50 
– 3 Kilaulay: £57.50 – 5 Howmore. 
BELTx: £58.50 – 6 Rhughasinish. 
Gimmers: BF £95 – Clachan. Wed-
ders: £58.50 – Tigh Na Mara, Barra: 
£57.50 – 6 Milton. EWES: SUFFx: 
£46.50 – 269 Daliburgh. TEXx: 
£50.00 -6 Rhughasinish. CHEVx: 
£47.00 – 8 Peninerine. Cross: £60.00 
– 6 Rhughasinish: £50.00 – 414 
Smerclate. BF: £50.00 – 4a West 
Kilbride: £48.00 – 1 Craigstrome. 
RAMS: TEX: £160 – 383 Garryna-
monie. BF: £100 – 11 Howmore and 
2 Grimsay Island.

working group chairman Peter 
Thomson said: ‘SAWS has been 
a popular and successful scheme 
with both Scottish growers and 
those students who have come 
to work here and its demise is a 
bitter disappointment.

‘There will undoubtedly be 

vegetable and salad growers 
from this decision. While it 
is the UK government’s belief 

by those currently unemployed 
in the UK, past experience has 
shown that it has been incredibly 

staff requirements from local 
sources. 

‘We want Scottish production 
of soft fruit, vegetables and 
specialist crops to continue to 
grow but the short and long-term 
impact of this disappointing 
decision will take some time to 
digest.’ 

THREE new species of moth 
have been added to the Scottish 

species this year, including one 
found in Lochaber.

The Blomer’s Rivulet moth 
was discovered by a member in 
Lochaber, while the Beautiful 
Snout was seen at Loch Ard, 
Stirling, and the Devon Carpet 
was spotted in Dumfries and 
Galloway.

The new discoveries were 
announced last Saturday 

celebrated its summer success 
at its annual Member’s Day at 
Battleby Conference Centre near 
Perth.

UK membership is now well 
over 21,000, with 1,350 members 

increase on 2012.
The summer has also resulted 

in record numbers contributing 

A RURAL Scottish charity 
which supports farmers is 
stepping up its fundraising 
efforts.

RSABI has enlisted the help 
of BBC  presenter 
Adam Henson as it strives to 
offer increased advice, support 

the countryside who need it the 
most. 

The charity believes that 
additional funds will allow 
them to further their good 
work. Currently more than 
£400,000 is distributed annually 
to between 500 and 600 people 
who have relied upon land-
based occupations and have 
since found themselves facing 
hardship when they are no longer 

Market reports

able to work owing to a range of 
circumstances such as ill health 
or injury. 

The weather crisis facing 
farming families over the 
previous 18 months has led the 
charity to take an important role 
distributing additional funding 
from The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund, the Scottish Government 
and others in excess of £90,000 
to date.

RSABI is striving to raise 
awareness of its charitable work 
and fundraising efforts, both 
amongst those who may need 
help and also those who can 
support the charity in the future. 

work of RSABI visit www.rsabi.
org.uk or phone 0131 472 4166.

The Beautiful Snout moth 
was discovered at Loch 

Ard, Stirling. Photo: Patrick 
Clement. 

Rural charity steps up 
fundraising efforts

recording schemes. The theme of 
the Members’ Day was restoring 

the role of the charity’s 35 nature 
reserves, with special mention 
of its sites at Loch Arkaig near 
Fort William and Wester Moss 
at Fallin, near Stirling.

Disappointment at 
scrapping of seasonal 
workers’ scheme

NFU Scotland’s first president William Donald. 

By 1918, membership had 
grown to 6,000 and the union 
had set up a committee structure 
to deal with the wide range of 
challenges faced at that time. 

President Nigel Miller, the 
60th farmer to hold the position, 
said: ‘This day is dedicated to 
those who crowded into that 
packed hall in Glasgow 100 
years ago and took the brave but 
unanimous decision to create 
an organisation that would 
strengthen and support the 
position of Scotland’s farmers. 

Leader
‘A century on, and NFU 

Scotland has grown to become 
the recognised voice of Scottish 
agriculture and the leader when 
it comes to representing the 
views of farming businesses 
across the land. 

a membership organisation 
– created by farmers, for farmers. 
Our original root, branch and 
committee structure survives 
largely intact ensuring that the 
views of our farming members 

still set and drive the union’s 
lobbying priorities when dealing 
with governments in Holyrood, 
Westminster and Brussels.’

He added: ‘These are exciting 
times for any one involved in the 
Scottish food and drink sector 
and, more than ever, the union is 
forging stronger links between 
the farm gate and those who 
process, sell or consume our 
products. 

‘Farmers can rightly take pride 
in the reputations forged by our 
meat and drinks industries, the 
encouraging development within 
our soft fruit and poultry sectors, 
our reputation for healthy stock 
– be it livestock, potatoes or 
plants – and our role in meeting 
newer challenges such as climate 
change through renewables. In 
the past 100 years, NFU Scotland 
has put food and farming at the 
heart of Scotland and that is a 
strategy we are committed to 
maintain for the next generation 
of Scottish farmers who follow 
in our footsteps.’

Three new species of 

Conservation list

Celebrating 100    
years of the  
NFU in Scotland
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TWO EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE DESIRABLE AND 
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT OF CAMERON BRAE, KENTALLEN. 

6 Cameron Brae, the larger of the properties, is situated in an elevated position with stunning 
views sweeping over Loch Linnhe to the surrounding countryside and beyond. This exceptional 
location is further complemented by the property itself which has been architecturally designed, 
to take full advantage of its position. Recently completed to a very high specification, this luxury 
property boasts high end fixtures and fittings, including solid core doors, modern sanitary ware and 
a contemporary kitchen, with integrated appliances. The property is newly carpeted throughout 
(laminate floor to kitchen and diner area). 

10 Cameron Brae forms an attractive modern detached 
villa, which would suit as either a family home or holiday/
investment property. Enjoying stunning views over Loch 
Linnhe to the surrounding hills from all rooms with the 
exception of one, the property is in excellent order and 
offers spacious accommodation in a convenient layout.

With both properties being of modern construction, they 
benefit from full insulation, double glazing and oil fired central 
heating - with underfloor heating to the ground floor.

Enjoying arguably one of the most prime locations in 
Kentallen, Kentallen itself is a small village scattered along 
the coastline. There is an  hotel with leisure facilities in close 
proximity, while the neighbouring village of Ballachulish, 
some 5 miles away, has a shop, post office and primary 
school. Further amenities are available in Fort William, 
some 16 miles north, and Oban, 27 miles to the south.

Prices from £312,000

For further information: 
Fort William Office - Katie Lamont or Kirsty Thomson
Airds House, An Aird, Fort William PH33 6BL
Tel: 01397 702200

MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents

Oban Office - Jo-Anne Baker or Lise Williamson MacDougall
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
Tel: 01631 565251

Fort William Office - Katie Lamont or Kirsty Thomson
Airds House, An Aird, Fort William PH33 6BL
Tel: 01397 702200

To find out more visit our website www.macphee.co.uk
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Clachan Dubh Cottages is part of a unique development re-creating a
traditional crofting hamlet combined with the standards and comforts
demanded of a modern lifestyle. The development will provide two
rows of three cottages, each cottage of one and a half storeys in
height, providing three bedrooms and a modern fitted kitchen in a
semi-open plan layout with lounge and dining area. With double
glazed sash and case style windows and benefiting from a MCZ
Hydro Wood Pellet Stove with a Heatrae Sadia Inline 
boiler for frost protection, each room is served by radiators alongside 
the wood pellet stove in the lounge. There is parking for two cars at the 
property, a front and rear garden, an area of decking to the rear and a
timber garden shed.

For further information: 
Oban Office -  Jo-Anne Baker or 
Lise Williamson MacDougall 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
Tel: 01631 565251

· Charming New Cottages
· Popular Rural Village
· Semi-Open Plan Lounge & 

Dining Area
· 3 Bedrooms
· Choice of Modern Fitted Kitchen
· Choice of Bathroom & Shower Room

· Biomass Heating System

· Double Glazing

· Gardens to Front and Rear

· Private Parking for 2 Cars

· Garden Shed and Wood Store

· 10 Year NHBC Guarantee

PHASE 1 NOW SOLD
PHASE 2 - CLACHAN DUBH COTTAGES, BALVICAR, ISLE OF SEIL

FIXED PRICES FROM: £180,000
RESERVE TODAY WITH A 5% DEPOSIT
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MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents Contact us for a free valuation

Sales and Rentals www.macphee.co.uk property@macphee.co.uk

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING PROPERTY?
Contact our Estate Agents Jo-Anne Baker & Lise Williamson MacDougall in 
Oban:  01631 565251 or Katie Lamont & Kirsty Thomson in Fort William:  
01397 702200

Our Estate Agency and Legal Services Include: 

• SALES, LETTINGS & VALUATIONS • CONVEYANCING
• COMMERCIAL & CORPORATE LAW • FAMILY LAW
• EMPLOYMENT LAW   • AGRICULTURAL, ESTATES &
• FORESTRY     RENEWABLE ENERGY
• CROFTING SPECIALISTS   • WILLS & EXECUTRIES
Contact our Legal Team in Oban on 01631 562308 and 
Fort William on 01397 701000 

CRAIGLEE, 
ARDTUN, 

BUNESSAN, 
ISLE OF MULL

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£140,000

• ATTRACTIVE DETACHED 
 DWELLINGHOUSE

• POPULAR ISLAND LOCATION
• STUNNING, PANORAMIC VIEWS
• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/
 KITCHEN/DINER
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING &
 NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
• SPACIOUS GARDEN & PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D 61

TIRORAN, NORTH
CONNEL, BY OBAN

OFFERS OVER £350,000
• DETACHED VILLA IN SOUGHT-AFTER 
 LOCATION
• STUNNING VIEWS OVER LOCH ETIVE
• LOUNGE, DINING AREA & KITCHEN 
 WITH UTILITY AREA

• 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN SUITE)

• SHOWER ROOM & CLOAKROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 
HEATING

• GARDEN, SUMMERHOUSE,
 GREENHOUSE & GARAGE

• EPC RATING:  D 65

FUSCHIA COTTAGE, 
12 EASDALE 

ISLAND, BY OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£140,000

• HOME REPORT VALUATION:  
 £165,000

• TRADITIONAL DETACHED COTTAGE 
 IN ISLAND LOCATION WITH
 SEA VIEWS
• LOUNGE/DINER & KITCHEN
• BEDROOM & BATHROOM
• ATTIC BOX ROOM
• COURTYARD GARDEN
• ELECTRIC HEATING 
• EPC RATING:  F 34

FLAT 3, BENVIEW
APARTMENTS,

CLAGGAN, FORT
WILLIAM, PH33 6QL
PRICE GUIDE: £79,950

• ATTRACTIVE FIRST FLOOR FLAT
• SPECTACULAR VIEWS

• IN EXCELLENT ORDER

• OPEN PLAN LIVING AREA

• TWO BEDROOMS

• SHOWER ROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING

• ELECTRIC HEATING

• PRIVATE PARKING

13 INVERLOCHY COURT,
FORT WILLIAM, 

PH33 6XE
PRICE GUIDE: £120,000
• DESIRABLE END-TERRACE 

DWELLING HOUSE

• VIEWS TO LOCH LINNHE &
 BEN NEVIS

• IN WALK-IN CONDITION
• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN & PANTRY
• 2 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN & GARDEN SHED
• EPC RATING: C 71

PENYGHENT, ONICH,
BY FORT WILLIAM, 

PH33 6SD
PRICE GUIDE: £350,000

• SUPERIOR DETACHED 
 DWELLING HOUSE
• DELIGHTFUL LOCATION
• STUNNING LOCH VIEWS
• LOUNGE
• BREAKFASTING KITCHEN

• DINING ROOM
• 4 DOUBLE BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)
• UTILITY 
• SHOWER ROOM 
• BATHROOM
• LPG FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING 
• LARGE GARDEN 
• GARAGE 
• INSULATED TO A HIGH STANDARD
• EPC RATING: E 43

WOOLLY ROCK, 
NORTH BALLACHULISH,

PH33 6SA 
PRICE GUIDE: £225,000

• SUPERIOR DETACHED VILLA
• PANORAMIC LOCH &
 MOUNTAIN VIEWS
• IN EXCELLENT ORDER
• ENTRANCE HALLWAY

• LARGE LOUNGE/DINING ROOM
• KITCHEN/DINER
• UTILITY
• 5 BEDROOMS (3 EN-SUITE)
• 2 SHOWER ROOMS
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARAGE
• GARDEN 
• EPC RATING: E 51

BAYVIEW STORES,
BUNESSAN,

ISLE OF MULL
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £70,000
• SHOP UNIT & OWNER’S
 ACCOMMODATION

• REQUIRES COMPLETE 
 UPGRADING   
 & RENOVATION
• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 4 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• SHOP FLOOR
• SPECTACULAR VIEWS
• EPC RATING: G

THIRD FLOOR FLAT,
4 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

OFFERS OVER £99,000
• WELL PRESENTED TOP FLOOR FLAT
• TOWN CENTRE LOCATION
• PARTIAL VIEWS OF OBAN BAY

• LOUNGE/KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 

HEATING
• ON STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D65

ARD A BHAIGH,
ROCKFIELD ROAD, OBAN

OFFERS OVER £225,000
• HOME REPORT VALUATION:  
 £275,000
• SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE
• WELL PRESENTED, TOWN CENTRE 
 LOCATION
• VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY

• LOUNGE, KITCHEN,
 DINING ROOM/5TH BEDROOM

• 4 BEDROOMS, BATHROOM &
 SHOWER ROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING &
 GAS CENTRAL HEATING

• GARDEN & ON STREET PARKING

• EPC RATING:  E 51

BEADOUN COTTAGE,
EAS BRAE, TOBERMORY, 

ISLE OF MULL
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 

£170,000
• DETACHED BUNGALOW IN GOOD 
 ORDER THROUGHOUT
• EXCITING HOLIDAY LET/
 SELF-CATERING OPPORTUNITY

• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/
 KITCHEN/DINER

• 3 BEDROOMS, BATHROOM &
 SHOWER ROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 
HEATING

• GARDEN & OFF STREET PARKING 
 FOR MULTIPLE CARS

• EPC RATING:  C 70

LEVENGROVE, BARRAN,
KIMORE, BY OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£149,000

• SEMI-DETACHED BUNGALOW IN 
 RURAL LOCATION

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE

• KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING & DOUBLE 
 GLAZING
• GARDEN 
• GARAGE
• DRIVEWAY WITH OFF STREET 
 PARKING
• EPC RATING: E 51

24 THE GREEN, 
CRAOBH HAVEN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£170,000

• MID-TERRACED COTTAGE 
 OVERLOOKING CRAOBH MARINA
• IDEAL HOLIDAY HOME IN PRETTY 
 COASTAL VILLAGE
• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/DINING ROOM

• KITCHEN
• 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS
• FAMILY BATHROOM &
 DOWNSTAIRS CLOAKROOM
• FRONT & REAR GARDENS
• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 

HEATING
• COMMUNAL PARKING AREA
• EPC RATING:  D 60

GARBHEIN, KILMELFORD
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 

£275,000
• £5,000 BELOW HOME REPORT 
 VALUATION
• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED,   
 SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED PROPERTY
• LOUNGE, KITCHEN & DINING ROOM

• 4 BEDROOMS (2 EN SUITE) &
 FAMILY BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING &
 STORAGE HEATING
• SPACIOUS GARDEN & DETACHED 
 DOUBLE GARAGE
• PRIVATE PARKING
• EPC RATING:  C 71

COL NA SITHE,
UPPER KILCHATTAN,
ISLE OF COLONSAY

FIXED PRICE: £295,000
• SUBSTANTIAL, ARCHITECT-
 DESIGNED DETACHED HOUSE

• IDYLLIC ISLAND LOCATION 

• 4* ACCREDITED B&B

• LOUNGE & KITCHEN/DINER
• 5 BEDROOMS (3 EN SUITE)
• PORCH, UTILITY ROOM &
 CLOAKROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• WORKSHOP/GARAGE, CAR PARKING 
 & TURNING AREA, GARDEN
• NHBC WARRANTY
• EPC RATING:  C 69

4 CUILFAIL TERRACE,
KILMELFORD

FIXED PRICE:  £125,000
• WELL PRESENTED MID-TERRACE 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
• PLEASANT VILLAGE LOCATION
• LOUNGE/DINER

• KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & SOLID FUEL 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN & SHARED PARKING AREA
• EPC RATING:  D 68

4H COLONSAY TERRACE,
SOROBA, OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£82,000

• TOP FLOOR FLAT IN WALK-IN CONDITION
• SUPERB VIEWS TOWARDS 
 OBAN BAY

• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN/DINER
• 3 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM & WC
• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 

HEATING
• EPC RATING:  D 62

SHIAN, KNOCKAN,
ARDTUN, ISLE OF MULL

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£290,000

• DETACHED BUNGALOW WITH
 SUPERB SEA VIEWS
• IN GOOD ORDER THROUGHOUT
• EXCITING HOLIDAY LET/
 SELF-CATERING OPPORTUNITY

• LOUNGE, OPEN-PLAN KITCHEN/ 
 DINER
• 4 BEDROOMS, BATHROOM &
 CLOAKROOM
• UTILITY ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN & PARKING/
 TURNING AREA
• EPC RATING:  C 71

FEOCHAN, 
ELERAIG, 

BY KILNINVER
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 

£90,000
• DETACHED WOODEN CHALET IN 
 PICTURESQUE LOCATION
• EXCELLENT HOLIDAY LETTING 
 POTENTIAL

• FULL PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 
 A 3-BEDROOM BUNGALOW
• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/KITCHEN/DINER
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING &
 DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN & PRIVATE PARKING FOR 
 MULTIPLE CARS
• EPC RATING:  E 53

AVICH APARTMENT,
SONACHAN HOUSE,
PORT SONACHAN

BY LOCH AWE
FIXED PRICE:  £140,000

• FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT IN 
 FORMER VICTORIAN MANSION
• EXCELLENT HOLIDAY LETTING   
 POTENTIAL

• LOVELY VIEWS OVER LOCH AWE 
 WITH FISHING RIGHTS
• MOORING FOR ONE BOAT
• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• GARDEN
• EPC RATING:  G 7

DUNSTAFFNAGE CHALET,
PORT SONACHAN,

BY LOCH AWE
FIXED PRICE:  £89,950

• SUBSTANTIAL, DETACHED, FULLY 
 FURNISHED CHALET
• LOCHSIDE LOCATION WITH VIEWS 
 OVER LOCH AWE & FISHING RIGHTS

• OPEN-PLAN LOUNGE,
 KITCHEN & DINING ROOM
• 3 BEDROOMS (1 EN SUITE) &
 BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING &
 LPG CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN & PARKING 
 FOR MULTIPLE CARS
• EPC RATING:  D 55

TRALEE, BREADALBANE
STREET, TOBERMORY, 

ISLE OF MULL
OFFERS OVER £215,000

• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 
 STONE-BUILT TRADITIONAL   
 DWELLINGHOUSE
• HOLIDAY LET/SELF-CATERING 
 OPPORTUNITY WITH LOVELY VIEWS

• LOUNGE & SUN ROOM
• KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS, BATHROOM &
 SHOWER ROOM
• UTILITY ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING, BACK BOILER &
 NIGHT STORAGE HEATING
• GARDEN, LARGE STORE & PRIVATE 
 PARKING FOR MULTIPLE CARS
• EPC RATING:  F 28

FLAT 4, 
ROYAL BANK BUILDINGS,

3 STEVENSON STREET,
OBAN

OFFERS OVER £200,000
• SPACIOUS TOP FLOOR FLAT IN 
 TOWN CENTRE LOCATION 
• VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY

• LOUNGE

• KITCHEN/DINER

• 3 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING (EXCEPT HALL)

• ELECTRIC HEATING

• ON STREET PARKING

• EPC RATING:  F 24

5 KERRERA 
TERRACE, 

DUNOLLIE, OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 

£135,000
• MID-TERRACED DWELLINGHOUSE 
 IN POPULAR RESIDENTIAL 
 LOCATION

• IDEAL FAMILY HOME
• CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE
• LOUNGE WITH DINING AREA
• KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & SOLID FUEL 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN & ON STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D 60

1-4 STEVENSON
TERRACE, 

KINLOCHLEVEN, 
PH50 4RP

OFFERS OVER: £198,000 
• BLOCK OF 4 DESIRABLE 
 APARTMENTS 
• BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

• IN VERY GOOD ORDER
• VIEWS TO THE SURROUNDING 
 COUNTRYSIDE
• 3 X 1 BED APARTMENTS 
• 1 X 2 BED APARTMENTS
• DOUBLE GLAZED 
• ELECTRIC CENTRAL HEATING
• EPC RATINGS: D 62, D 68,
 D 55, D55

5 THE GALLERIES, 
SPEAN BRIDGE, 

PH34 4DX
BELOW HOME REPORT

VALUATION
PRICE GUIDE: £137,000

• IMMACULATE APARTMENT
• EXCELLENT ORDER

• FINISHED TO A HIGH STANDARD
• OPEN-PLAN LOUNGE,
 DINER & KITCHEN
• 2 DOUBLE BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• PRIVATE PARKING 
• EPC RATING: C 73

TIGH NA T-SAOIR, 
KINLOCHLEVEN, 

PH50 4RA
PRICE GUIDE: £220,000

• ATTRACTIVE DETACHED BUNGALOW
• VIEWS TO THE SURROUNDING 
 COUNTRYSIDE
• IN EXCELLENT ORDER
• LOUNGE

• OPEN-PLAN KITCHEN/DINER/
 SITTING ROOM
• 4 BEDROOMS 
 (1 EN-SUITE & 1 JACK & JILL)
• BATHROOM
• UTILITY
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN
• GARAGE & SHED 
• EPC RATING: D 63

ARD-NA-MARA, 
MALLAIG, PH41 4RQ
PRICE GUIDE: £320,000

• SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED 
DWELLING HOUSE

• PANORAMIC VIEWS
• STUNNING LOCATION
• IN VERY GOOD ORDER
• LOUNGE

• SITTING ROOM 
• KITCHEN/DINER 
• UTILITY
• 6 BEDROOMS (1 EN-SUITE)
• BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZED 
• GARDEN WITH RAISED DECK
• GARAGE
• EPC RATING: D66

1 RIVERSIDE PARK, 
LOCHYSIDE, FORT

WILLIAM, PH33 7RA
PRICE GUIDE: £210,000

• DESIRABLE DETACHED BUNGALOW
• IN VERY GOOD ORDER
• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN/DINER
• SITTING/DINING ROOM

• 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS 
 (EN-SUITE MASTER)
• BATHROOM     
• CLOAKROOM
• LARGE GARDEN
• GARAGE
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• ELECTRIC ‘WET SYSTEM’
 CENTRAL HEATING
• EPC RATING: D 64

3 MONTROSE SQUARE,
INVERLOCHY, FORT

WILLIAM, PH33 6ND
PRICE GUIDE: £150,000

• DESIRABLE MID-TERRACE 
DWELLING HOUSE

• IN VERY GOOD ORDER
• LOUNGE/DINER

• FITTED KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS 
• BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZED (WITH THE

EXCEPTION OF ONE WINDOW)
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN 
• GARDEN SHED
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING: D 56

BONNIEVIEW, 
MALLAIG, PH41 4QX
PRICE GUIDE: £150,000

• DETACHED BUNGALOW
• DESIRABLE VILLAGE LOCATION
• VIEWS TOWARDS MALLAIG BAY
• IN GOOD ORDER
• LOUNGE

• KITCHEN/DINER
• 3 BEDROOMS 
• BATHROOM
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING 
 (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ONE 

GLAZED WINDOW)
• GARDEN
• EPC RATING: E 48

SIDHEAN BEAG,
KILMORE, BY OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£330,000

• SUBSTANTIAL NEWLY-BUILT 
ARCHITECT DESIGNED DETACHED HOUSE

• RURAL LOCATION
• OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/DINING/
 LIVING AREA
• SITTING ROOM WITH MULTI-FUEL 
 STOVE & 5 YEARS’ WOOD SUPPLY
• 4 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN SUITE)

• BATHROOM, SHOWER ROOM &
 UTILITY ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING WITH UNDER

FLOOR HEATING TO THE GROUND 
 FLOOR (DIGITALLY CONTROLLED)
• GARDEN & DETACHED GARAGE
• ARCHITECT SUPERVISED WITH 10

YEAR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT’S 
CERTIFICATE & 6 MONTH WARRANTY 

 ON FIXTURES & FITTINGS
• EPC RATING:  C 78
• *STAMP DUTY PAID IF MISSIVES 
 CONCLUDE WITHIN 2 WEEKS

STAMP
DUTY PAID*

PIER EAST, MELFORT
PIER & HARBOUR, 

KILMELFORD, BY OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£240,000

• WELL PRESENTED 
 MID-TERRACED DWELLINGHOUSE 
 IN LOCHSIDE LOCATION
• HARBOUR & PIER ACCESS &
 MOORING

• OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/  
 DINER/LOUNGE WITH BALCONY

• 2 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN SUITE)

• SAUNA, SHOWER ROOM &
 UTILITY ROOM

• DOUBLE GLAZING, UNDERFLOOR 
 & ELECTRIC HEATING

• COMMUNAL GARDEN GROUND

• PRIVATE PARKING FOR ONE CAR

• EPC RATING:  E 54

WATERSIDE

LOCATION



IRISH LOUGH 
ANGLING BOAT

£1,800

16ft GRP with level sealed deck, on strong 2 wheeled road trailer, 
5HP Suzuki 4 stroke outboard engine-new 06/12, less than 5 

hours use, complete with oars, rowlocks, anchor etc

Tel Jack: 01465 710286

HARDY NAVIGATOR 18 
- LOCH ETIVE

£6,500

60HP Tohatsu Outboard and Trailer. Good condition. 

Tel: 07747634618
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14’6” POST BOAT

£5000

Built by Character Boats in 2005.   To include :- Trailer, 
cockpit cover, Yamaha 2.5hp engine, bilge pump,

foresail furling drum, danforth anchor with chain & warp, 
compass, fenders, oars.

Tel: 01631 730348

HUSTLER 30

Reduced from £13,950 to £7,500

Lying Lochaline
View details and many photos on Boatshed Scotland

Tel: 01967 421253

56 PLATE TRANSIT VAN WITH 
PROFESSIONAL JET WASH EQUIPMENT

£6500

With many extra’s. May consider selling separately.

Phone 07584260216 
for more details.

AUDI A3 SPORTBACK
2.0 TDI SPORT

£13,000 o.n.o.

2012 (61 Plate) 32,000 miles
black, F.S.H., Taxed to end of July 2014, 
16 months warranty remaining, 60 MPG.

Tel: 01546 605235 or 07771 703796

Argyll Otter Ferry 
Long Let

2 bedroom cedar wood 
bungalow, with beautiful 
views over Loch Fyne, wood 
burning stove in lounge, 
quiet area on private estate.

Tighnabruich 12 miles
Dunoon 20 miles

Glasgow 1 hr 40 mins

£390 pcm
Telephone: 01700 821220
Email: mirandavanlinden@hotmail.com

New Build 
Cottage To Rent 

- Taynuilt
£650 pcm

Fully furnished cottage 
situated in a great 

location overlooking the 
picturesque glen.

Ideal for professional 
couple.

Cottage consists of
Living room / Kitchen, 

2 bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower.

Beautiful garden 
with decking.
No Smokers, 
Pets or D.S.S.

Please call 
01631 563711 / 
07799898348

Rent £500pcm
Tel: 01369 701755

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY FOR SALE
Burnbank, Burnside St. Campbeltown
This property will become available to 
purchase late 2013/early 2014. It has a central 
location within the town centre. The premises 
were formerly occupied by Krisp Printing 
and Stationery and has a workshop, front 
reception and yard.

The workshop extends to approximately 
108 square metres, with the front reception 
measuring approximately 12 square metres 
and yard approximately 80 square metres. Full 
particulars will be available in due course.

Initial enquiries to:- 
Alison Arden, Wyvex Media, 
Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.
Email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

WANTED
Office accommodation

Lochgilphead Town Centre
Temporary office accommodation required for 
approximately three months from 1st December 
2013 to 28th February 2014.

The ideal property would be situated, ground 
level, in or around town centre, Lochgilphead 
but would consider 1st floor accommodation. 
The property needs to be large enough to 
accommodate three members of staff and have 
easy public access.

Replies in the first instance to: Alison Arden, 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.

Email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ONE
BEDROOM 

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

OBAN
£550 pcm 

including
Council Tax and Heating 

T. 01631 562643

Tel: 01631 
568000
to discuss 
your 
requirements

14cm x 3 columns

OPTION 1

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £340

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £280

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns 7cm x 3 columns

OPTION 3

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £220

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

ADVERTISE YOUR PROPERTY FOR
THREE WEEKS IN OUR PROPERTY 
PAGE STARTING FROM ONLY £220.

£950 o.n.o.

Petrol, Automatic,
Reasonable Condition.

Telephone: 
01631 565274

1999 VOLVO
V70

TO LET - OBAN
WORKSHOP/WAREHOUSE PREMISES

Central location within town.

and storage accommodation.
Vehicle access and parking.  

Flexible lease terms, 
including short-term occupancy.

Tel. 01631 563901 or 562056.

INDUSTRIAL UNIT, 
SALE OR RENT

Near Oban Centre, comprising 
workshop, office and spacious yard, 

3 phase electricity, plumbing and 
hot air heating, ideal for small user.  

For further information telephone 
01631 563667 or 

mobile 07909 817294.

KILCHRENAN - 
HOUSE TO LET

Modern detached house, 
3 Bed 2 Bath, Possible 4th 

Bed/Dining room, Lounge, 
Kitchen with Dining 

Area. Oil Central Heating. 
Excellent Condition. 

Rent £650.00 pm 
Avail Mid October  

Tel: 01866 833278 
Email: privatecrook@

btinternet.com

J
MOTORING CLASSIFIEDS

DRIVETIMES/SAILING TIMES

TO LET WANTED

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

FISH FARMER
GOES

For more information visit:
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/digital

Fish Farmer is the UK’s leading aquaculture magazine, this 
highly-regarded magazine has been serving the aquaculture 
industry for 30 years and enjoys a worldwide distribution.

SAVEOVER
35%

ONLY £44 PER YEAR
SUBSCRIBE

ONLINE

Subscribe to an online version of Fish Farmer 
magazine for one year and save over 35%

- USER FRIENDLY NAVIGATION -

* DON’T WAIT FOR YOUR ISSUE ANY LONGER! 
* GET ACCESS AS SOON AS IT IS PROVIDED!
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Hungary for success

CASTING AN EYE ON EASTERN EUROPE

Hungarian Aquaculture

T
otal annual aquaculture production in Hungary 
varies between 14,000 and 16,000 tons. As in 
most Central and Eastern European countries, 
pond culture is the most important subsector, 

with a yearly production of 12-14,000 tons, accounting
for 85-90 per cent of the volume. 

Changes in annual production mainly come from the 
fact that most pond farmers use traditional low intensity
(extensive or semi-intensive) technologies, characterised
by strong reliance on natural food production, thus yearly 
harvests are subject to weather conditions. 

be the oldest in Europe, dating back to Medieval times, 
and is considered a cultural heritage in certain regions 

earthen enclosures and cereals are applied as supplemen-
tary feed to natural food, contributing to 30-60% of the
biomass gain, depending on the level of farming intensity. 

TIBOR FELEDI, GERGO GYALOG, ANDRAS

RÓNYAI AND LASZLO VÁRADI 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES, 

AQUACULTURE AND IRRIGATION (HAKI), 

SZARVAS, HUNGARY

Combined
extensive

and intensive 
systems are 
increasingly

popular

Fish yields range from 500-1,000 kg ha-1 year-1 in 
extensive technologies to 1,000 – 2,000 kg ha-1 year-
1 in semi-intensive technologies. These plankton and 
cereal-based traditional technologies do not allow the 
production of valuable predatory species – 95-98% of 
the biomass gain originates from the growth of common 

polyculture. Although this way of farming can be regarded 
as a resource-saving, environmental-friendly production, 
numerous factors have challenged its economical sustain-

carps (demand shifting toward predators) and increasing

low-intensity technologies. 
However, two distinct pond culture development 

models show themselves adaptable to survive: (i) creating 
a multifunctional farming model and generating income 
from angling, bird watching and tourism; (ii) applying
intensive technologies that rely almost exclusively on for-
mulated feeds (in combination with of the use of smaller

Probably, as always, the best path to follow lies between 
the extremes: integration of certain elements of the 
two models creates a good opportunity for combined
extensive systems.

Intensive tank aquaculture accounts for a yearly produc-
tion of 2,000 tons in Hungary (10-15% of total aquac-
ulture). Flow-through systems using geothermal water

Clarias gariepinus X
Heterobranchus bidorsalis) farming, producing some 1,800
tons yearly. The production of this species is a success

started in 1984 and nowadays Hungary is the second
n

farming in recirculation systems (RASs) is practised in 
5-6 farms, producing 50-80 tons of meat and 2-3 tons of 

Hungary, three farms produce some 30-60 tons of trout 
annually. Barramundi is produced in RAS and European 

Silurus glanis) is produced in cages in one farm.

R&D AND INNOVATION

Hungary is one of the most active participants in R&D
projects of the EU’s 6th and 7th Framework Programs, 

mainly through the activity of the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation (HAKI). HAKI is an 
important participant in EU projects, with components

gies and the breeding of productive and disease-resistant
common carp varieties – such as Sustainaqua, Aquamax 
and Eurocarp. In Hungary, just like in other Eastern Euro-
pean countries, the great challenge is how to make con-

the increasing competition for freshwater resources and 
the changing market needs. 

As a result of these recent R&D projects, new systems 
and technologies are available for practical application. In 
combined intensive and extensive (CIE) systems high val-
ue species are produced intensively in a small production
unit, while the excess nutrients of the intensive system

SUCCESS
Hungary for

Opposite page:
paddlefish have great 
potential. Clockwise
from top left: the 
recirculation system at 
HAKI; selecting carp 
broodstock; producing 
African catfish using 
geothermal water; a 
striped bass hybrid

i i f
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Stirling scientists tackle global sea lice problem

TACKLING SEA LICE AT THE INSTITUTE OF AQUACULTURE

Sea lice

Stirling research 

ROUND UP

Historically
hatchery-

reared wrasse 
have been less

effective

S
ea lice are naturally occurring obligate crusta-
cean ectoparasites of salmon that continue to be
one of the most costly a
issues for the salmon farming industry, with

Scotland alone spending over £30 million per year on 
mitigation. Despite the continued focus of the aquacul-
ture industry on the use of integrated pest management, 
alternative approaches are urgently required. 

The Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) is at the forefront of
the battle against sea lice, with research projects on all
main strategies, including the deployment of c
the development of a vaccine, studies on host/parasite
resistance designed to identify the parasite’s weak spots
and the screening/development of novel products to re-
duce sea lice burdens. Professor Herve Migaud, Director
of Research at the IoA, commented: ‘These projects dem-
onstrate the leading  position occupied by the Institute in 
supporting the Scottish aquaculture sector and underline
our strong commitment to solving current problems in 
sustainable aquaculture in the UK and worldwide.’

WRASSE - A BIOLOGICAL CONTROL

The cohabitation of cultured native cleaner-wrasse
species with salmon stocks is widely considered as one
of the most environmentally friendly and sustainable solu-
tions to pest management. This sustainability is nonethe-
less only achievable if the wrasse are farmed rather than
wild-caught. The farming of wrasse is currently in its rela-
tive infancy, with limited knowledge of their reproductive 
physiology, spawning behaviour, larval development and 
general performance in captivity. Leading Scottish salmon
producers, Marine Harvest Scotland (MHS) and Scottish
Sea Farms Ltd (SSF), and scientists from the Institute of 
Aquaculture (IoA) Reproduction & Genetics team have 
been recently awarded co-funding of £2.1m from the 
Technology Strategy Board to support their collaborative
wrasse initiative. John Webster, Technical Director of the 
SSPO, says: ‘We are delighted that Scottish salmon farm-
ing has attracted TSB funding for a project designed to
further improve the industry’s sustainability. The prospect
of biological control of sea lice through the use of cleaner
wrasse is exciting and promising.’ The project started in
January 2012 with the aim of developing the technolo-
gies to breed and grow commercially viable numbers of
wrasse in tanks and to deploy in the salmon industry. 

B e in aquaculture
ventures and in the use of wrasse as a biological control 
against sea lice, the industrial partners are currently run-
ning a dedicated wrasse hatchery in University of Stirling
premises at Machrihanish (formerly Machrihanish Marine
Farm Ltd), presently holding over 1000 ballan wrasse
broodstock under different light and temperature re-
gimes. The project is supported by two dedicated IoA sci-
entists: Bridie Grant (PhD student) and Dr Eric Leclercq 
(Post-Doctoral Research scientist) under the supervision
of Professor Herve Migaud and Dr Andrew Davie.

Achievements in 2012 include: improved spawning quan-
tity
testing of custom-designed wrasse diets (in collaboration

iour and wild wrasse population dynamic and genetics. 
One of the most important

lice from salmon.
The delousing  is 

well documented across Scotland and Norway. However, 
this is not the case of their hatchery counterparts that 
have been reared on dry pellets. A preliminary trial at 
Machrihanish Marine Environmental Research Laboratory
(MERL) assessed the performance of cohabiting hatch-
ery-reared ballan wrasse (c30g in weight) in delousing
Atlantic salmon (c150g in weight). The experiment tested 
two wrasse/salmon ratios (6% or 12% wrasse by number)
with 50 salmon (± 7.5 lice / salmon). 

The trial proved to be highly successful, with the total
sea lice burden being reduced by 86% and 98% (6% and
12% treatments, respectively) following 40h of cohabita-
tion with both gravid female and adult/pre-adult stages 
preyed upon (Figure 1). 

VACCINE – A NEW WEAPON IN THE WAR

One alternative to the use of therapeutic medicines

viding long-term protection. Such a vaccine would

Figure 1

Opposite: Wrasse 
broodstock at 
Machrihanish wrasse 
hatchery (P Featherstone)
Above: Male and female
sealice (W Roy)
Figure 1: Average sea-
lice count per salmon
(15 salmon assessed /
treatment / tank) at the 
start of the experiment
(0h) and following 40h
of cohabitation with 6%
or 12% ballan wrasse
(30g, hatchery-origin) in 
600 L tanks at a water
temperature of 13.5°C
(Migaud H and Leclercq E)

SHELLFISH SPECIAL

PLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries

VOLUME 36           NUMBER 05         SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2013

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PDNorvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps

reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease

caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV). 

– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 

Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 

Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk
12/09/2013   12:47:46

VAUXHALL ASTRA

£2,395 o.n.o.

1.7 cdti Sport, 12 months MOT, Taxed to end of Feb’14, 83,000 
miles, new tyres, very clean car, cheap road tax.

Full service history.

Tel: 07878363854/01880 740558 (evenings)

VOLKSWAGEN TOURAN
ESTATE 1.9 TDI

£10,500

5 Doors, Diesel / Manual, 43,500 miles.
Registered 2010 June.

Tel: 07917 167477



Thursday 3 October, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 21MOTORS

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2008 Vauxhall Astra 1.4, Silver, 5dr, 36,000 miles ......................................£4,550
2006 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 Diesel, 5rd, Silver, 86,000 miles .........................£2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2, Silver, 61,000 miles ............................................£2,750
2005 Fiat Panda 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 40,000 miles .............................................£2,675
2001 Audi A4 2 ltr Petro, Silver, 88,000 miles .............................................£1,975
2003 Renault Senic 1.6, Petrol, 5rd, Green, 38,000 miles .........................£1,750
2002 Vauhall Corsa Diesel, 5dr, Red, High Mileage Ideal Island Car .....Sold As Seen

VAN SALES
2008 Vauhxall Combo van 1.7cdti, Diesel, 5dr, Silver, 57,000 miles £3,850+VAT
2001 Vauhxall Astra 1.7 td, White, 122,000 miles, Taxed & Tested, 
Customers Property .............................................................................. £1,200 ono

RENAULT SCENIC
4 DOOR SILVER 1461CC

£1950 o.n.o.

04 Plate, Diesel, Tax January 2014, MOT August 2014,
Very Good Condition

Low Mileage

Tel: 01866 844222

04 MITSUBISHI
SPACE STAR

£1500 o.n.o.

30,000 Miles, good condition, tax and mot till March 2014.
1 Owner.

Tel: 01770 600387 (Arran)

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

MOTORHOMES & 
CAMPERVANS

WANTED 
FOR CASH

TOP PRICES PAID

Tel: 01738 626287

WANTED

R.A.D Import Export

Wanted all 4 x 4’s 
including commercial 
vans, pick-ups, diesel 

cars, Ivor Williams 
tipping trailers, motor 
homes and caravans, 
any age or condition, 

immediate payment on 
collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
07783 638067 

WANTED

Scrap cars 
wanted,

cash paid.

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or
07773661270.

WANTED

SCRAP CARS
WANTED

CASH PAID

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or 07557 109385

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 
vehicle,

Landrover, 
Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

WANTED

4x4’s, High lux, 
Landrover, 

all land cruisers, 
or any type of 4 
wheel drive, any 
year or condition. 
Will collect and 

pay cash.

Telephone: 
01339 802522

WANTED

All types of 
Diggers, Mini 

Diggers, JCB’s, 
3CXs, also MF and 
CASE, telehandler 

forklift,
any condition, 

any age.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

NISSAN NAVARA
2.5DI SPORT

£3,900 o.n.o.

05 plate, 97,000 miles, one previous owner, full service history, 
excellent condition

No VAT

Tel: 01967 421227

HONDA CRV

£3500 o.n.o.

2004, 2.0 Litre Petrol,
Auto, 45,000 miles,

Taxed & MOT March 2014

Tel: 01852 500556 or 07770 791779

HONDA ACCORD

£575 o.n.o.

5 Door Hatch, V Tec Engine
MOT April 2014, Tax March 2014
New brakes, battery and exhaust

Tel: 01770 601207 or 07787718570 (Arran)

£3,950 o.n.o.

VW POLO

1.2L (petrol) 2006. Silver, Full 
Service History, MOT to July 
2014, very good condition, 

35,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07798574890

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

CAR OF THE MONTH
Renault Megane hatch Dynamic 
i music DCi, blue, 
5door, 4000 miles 
£12,750

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
12 Renault Clio dyn, 1.5DCi, Grey, 5,800 miles ................................................................£12,750
11 Renault Clio Dyn T/Tom DCi, 5 door, Blue, 22,000 miles...............................................£8,950
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles...................................................£6,450
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ..............................................................£5,950
60 Renault Clio dyn, T/Tom, DCI estate, grey, 21,500 miles ................................................£8,950
60  Renault Clio I-Music 1.2, 5 door, Grey, 12,500 miles ....................................................£7,950
60 Renault Twingo EXP 1.2, 3 door, Black, 10,000 miles .....................................................£5,450
10 Renault Scenic dyn, T/Tom, DCI, black, 22,000 miles ....................................................£9,950
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles ......................................£8,500
59 Renault Megane Extreme 1.6, 5 door hatchback, Blue, 42,000 miles .............................£5,950
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ...............................................................£6,650
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5DCi, 3dr, Red, 10,750 miles ..........................................................£8,150
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles ........................................................£6,500
09 Peugeot 206 Look 1.4, 3 door, Red, 42,000 miles..........................................................£4,250
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles.............................................................£3,950
57 Renault Megane Extreme, 1.4, 3 door, h/b, Grey, 26,000 miles ......................................£3,950
57 VW Fox 1.2, 3 door, Blue, 71,000 miles.........................................................................£3,950
57 Renault Megane Exp, DCI, estate, beige, 57,000 miles...................................................£4,250
06 Nissan X Trail SE DCI, 4WD, Black, 114,000 miles .........................................................£5,750

COMMERCIALS
60  Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI White 43,000 miles .............................................. £6,650 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................................................. £8,000 plus VAT
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ............................................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 For Transit Connect 1.8D, 63,000 miles, White .........................................£6,250 including VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2250 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

2000 6 BERTH HOBBY
CARAVAN

£2000 o.n.o.

Separate double bedroom, no toilet or 
shower, vgc, can be seen at Pine Trees 

Leisure Park, Tyndrum

Tel: 01397 708722
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Scotland’s — and 
many people say, Brit-
ain’s, even the world’s 
— most intense, fastest 
and demanding tarmac 
event, the Tunnock’s 
Mull Rally, roars into 
action for the 44th time 
next week. 

As the late autumn 
darkness closes in on 
the island on Friday, 
October 11, the near 
120 crews 
h e a d 
o u t 

into the first of 19 
stages and 157 miles 
of high speed, all-out 
action over three days 
and nights.

Much of the attention 
will focus on the battle 
between the two drivers 
who finished first and 
second last year, Der-
vaig duo Calum Duffy 
and John MacCrone.

Plus, fellow Mull driver 
and 2005 

winner, 

James 
M c G i l -
livray, returns to action 
determined to last 
longer than the 100-
metres his Ford Escort 
MkII did last year before 
being halted by a mys-
tery electric gremlin.

From south of the bor-
der, John Cope from 
Walshaw, third last year, 
returns in his Impreza, 
while Richmond’s Tony 
Bardy has repaired his 
battered Nissan Sunny 
GTi-R after ending last 
year’s event upside 
down. 

Duffy, last year’s win-
ner, has had his Ford 
Escort MkII refitted in 
Ireland ahead of the 

h i g h -
s p e e d 
event. But significantly, 
he admitted this year’s 
Tunnock’s Mull Rally will 
be his first action since 
victory 12 months ago. 
Increased work com-
mitments have limited 
his time for rallying.

‘I’ve no trepidation 
about going into the 
rally without having ral-
lied since last October,’ 
Duffy, co-driven again 
by brother Iain, stated 
matter-of-factly. 

‘I’ve done it before 
and everything’s been 
fine, though it might 
take a couple of stages 
just to shake the rust 
off. 

‘It’s also a long rally, 
which works in our fa-
vour, because if we 
drop time on Friday 
night, we can usu-
ally pick it up on 
Saturday.

‘I’ve also nothing 
to prove: we’ll just go 
out there, do the best 
we can, put the times 
up on the board and if 
someone comes along 
and beats them, then 
fair dues to them.’

MacCrone mean-
while, who has been 
contesting the British 
Rally Championship in 
his Culina Citroen, re-
turns to the island in his 
Ford Fiesta, co-driven 
by Glasgow’s Stuart 
Loudon.

‘It’s always great to 
come back and do, 

what I think, is the best 
rally in the world,’ John 
said. ‘We came close 
last year, but we’ll really 
need to up our pace if 
we’re to beat Calum. 
But it’s definitely going 
to be fun.’

Rounding off last 
year’s top three, John 
Cope returns having 
just rebuilt the gearbox 
of his Subaru Impreza. 

It’s more than 10 years 

since 
some-
one from 
off the 
island won 
the Tun-
nock’s Mull 
Rally, and this year 
all drivers will have to 
adapt to a number of 

changes.
Most have 

been introduced to 
offer the thousands of 

specta-
t o r s m o r e 
opportunities to view 
the cars in action.  

We wish the Mull Rally 2013 
every success



Thursday 3 October, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 23FEATURE

Every Success for 2013!

MacDonald 
Arms Hotel 

TOBERMORY

Would like to wish 
all competitors the 
very best of luck in 

this years rally.
Tel: 01688 302011

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

We are a multi disciplined construction  company 
covering Argyll & the Islands and offer the following 

services:

TSL Contractors              
are pleased to support

the 2013 Mull Rally and        
wish the competitors and 
their teams every success

Craignure
Isle of Mull
PA65 6AY

T: 01680 812475
F: 01680 812393

Unit 6 MacLeod 
Buildings

Oban
PA34 4PL

T: 01631 569991
F: 01631 569400

info@tslcontractors.co.uk

www.tslcontractors.co.uk

Friday night has the 
first two stages centred 
around the junction in 
Dervaig and the open-
ing leg even finishes in 
the village at the end 
of the seventh special 
stage. 

The biggest change 

comes on Saturday 
afternoon when after 
completing the two 
southern stages of 
Scridain and Gribun 
Rocks, the northern 
loop of three stages 
are run twice. This 
gives the spectator the 

opportunity to see the 
cars for a second time 
in the daylight.

The closing loop 
mirrors that from 2012, 
with the action starting 
with the blast up Glen 
Aros, through Dervaig 
village and over Mish-

nish Lochs. 
That’s followed by the 

final stage, ‘The Long 
One,’ 22-and-a-bit miles 
that finishes outside the 
churchyard in Dervaig. 
Only then will we know 
the winner of the 2013 
Tunnock’s Mull Rally.

Photos supplied by Lindsay Photo Sport and mullrally.com



Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Excellent Basic (+OTE), plus Car, 
BUPA and Enhanced pension

Based in Oban and reporting to the Advertising Director, you will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of the sales team. Ideally you 
will have relevant experience, flexibility, motivation, confidence and the 
ability get the best from a team.  A senior position with a reputable and 
established local company. Travel throughout Argyll required.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB 

or email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

SENIOR ADVERTISING
SALES MANAGER

QUALIFIED REPORTER
We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension + 
life assurance + excellent benefits and great working conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

The Scottish
Salmon Company

For an application form and job description, please contact
Angela Gibson, HR Officer

Tel: 01499 600 430 or Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Or forward your CV as appropriate

Visit our website: www.scottishsalmon.com 

Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 11th October 2013

Hygiene Assistant Supervisor Ref: HAS/09/13
Based at Cairndow, Argyll

Hourly rate £8.173 based on a guaranteed 30 hours per week contract; Plus unsocial hours 
shift allowance where applicable

(Unsociable payment applicable if you work between the hours of 10:00pm and 05:00am)

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of 
high quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.

We are currently seeking to recruit an individual to join our existing 
Hygiene Team at Cairndow in Argyll, to supervise, assist and support the 
team, with the Hygiene requirements of our local Cairndow Processing 
Plant and on site facilities. 
The successful candidate will be required to have a fundamental 
knowledge of food safety and good hygiene practice in combination 

processes.
The successful applicants will be required to coordinate and supervise 
the Hygiene Team in relation to all hygiene requirements and activities.  
Responsibilities will involve assisting with organising and planning the 
day to day cleaning operations; ensuring that the Companies Internal 
Procedures in addition to external regulations are adhered to at all 
times.  Health & Safety standards are met with regard to safe storage 
and security of all chemicals.
 The ideal applicants must have previous Supervisory experience and be 

respiratory equipment compliance. You will have competent IT and 

but not essential as training could be provided. 
A valid, full driver’s licence and own transport is also essential as the 

shift and occasional weekends.  

Driver/Storeperson
Fort William

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay

CREAR 
MANAGER
Crear, Kilberry, Argyll 

PA29 6YD
Salary £24k - £28k 

per annum
For further 

information please 
E info@crear.co.uk or 

T 01880 770369

House sitters 
available
Distance no 

problem, secure 
your property 
while absent, 
refs available.  

Telephone 
01382 477670
landlines only

Finance Assistant
Temporary to 30th June 2014 Lochgilphead
Salary £16,459 - £18,216 35 hours per week

Customer Services Assistant
Temporary to 31st March 2014 Lochgilphead
Salary £16,459 - £18,216 35 hours per week

Customer Services Assistant
Temporary to 31st March 2014 Oban
Salary £16,459 - £18,216 35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at www.acha.
co.uk/recruitment

If you cannot access the website please 
contact the recruitment team: 
Tel 01546 605917 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date:12 noon on Friday 11th October 2013

Interviews for these posts will be held in late 
October 2013

EDITOR
Fish Farmer Magazine & Websites

Competitive Salary + Subsidised Pension 
+ Private Health Care

Established for over 30 years the industry leading Fish 
Farmer Magazine is seeking an Editor with relevant industry 
experience.
Based in Edinburgh and Oban to ensure close liaison with 
our Edinburgh based sales team, the position will involve 
travel to constantly raise the profile of the magazine in this 
important fast developing industry. A company car will be 
made available. The candidate will also be responsible for 
the development of two websites fishupdate.com and fish-
farmer-magazine.com. 
Please supply a full CV with covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Argyll College UHI Ltd has a purpose-built 
childcare nursery adjacent to the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science (SAMS) at 

Dunstaffnage, called Little Learners’ Nursery.  
We would now like to appoint a

Nursery Practitioner
Full Time (Maternity Cover)

We require a Nursery Practitioner to partici-
pate in the development and planning of the 

curriculum through play based activities for up 
to 32 children aged between 3 months and 5 

Children’s Care Learning and Development 
Level 3 or equivalent. 

The position is full time, 40 hours per week.  
The actual hours worked during Monday to 

Friday will be agreed. The salary for this post 
is £17,465.16

The successful candidate will assist children 
with meal times, personal hygiene, quiet times 
and outings and will be subject to an applica-
tion to join the Disclosure Scotland Protecting 

pages A4) and one page covering letter should 
be sent by Monday 21st October 2013 to: 

Kathleen McNiven, Little Learners’ Nursery,
Dunstaffnage, Oban PA37 1PZ

E mail: kathleen.macniven@uhi.ac.uk
Tel: 01631 559522

Interviews will be held on 
Monday 28th October 2013

PLANT 
OPERATOR 
with all relevant 
qualifications
Email: shaun@

sinclairplant.co.uk
Tel. (Tue/Wed) 
01631 710762

JC + IM DUNCAN BDS
DENTAL SURGERY, CAMPBELTOWN

We are looking for a 
Receptionist/L.D.U. Operator

No previous experience necessary 
but would be advantageous
Applications in writing to:

Flora G Paterson, Practice Manager

TRUST & EXECUTRY 
ASSISTANT - LEGAL

Full time position (35 hours per week), suited to a 
bright, diligent person, preferably holding STEP 
Diploma for Scotland qualification or similar.
The successful applicant will ideally have some 
paralegal experience in estate administration and 
will work personably and with initiative, reporting 
to our senior partner.
Applications, in writing, by Friday 11 October 
2013, to Iain Ferguson, Staff Partner.

STEWART BALFOUR & SUTHERLAND,
Solicitors, 2 Castlehill, Campbeltown, PA28 6AW

Tel: 01586 552871

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. We are currently 
developing services in Campbeltown including providing Care at Home to Older People.

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call 01371 851 868

Oban Times
West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Scottish Field
Miniature

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
Large
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inc. worldwide 
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

Mr J D Cameron
Tigh Ard, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
0.106 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.45478

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Proposed 
Short Lease of 
Part of a Croft 

Iain Paton is applying 
to the Crofting Com-
mission for consent to 
let part of the croft at 
Croft 58 Ormsaigbeg 
Kilchoan PH364LL on 
a short term lease to 
Mr Gillespie Cameron 
of Millburn Kilchoan 
PH364LH for 10 years. 
If you have an interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
on the proposal in 
writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date 
of publication of the 
advert.

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Robert George  Morrison 
is applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 9 (1) 
Treslaig, by Fort William 
to Ewen John Morrison 
of 10 Wallace Place  Fort 
William.

If you have an interest in 
this application. you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin road, 
Inverness

IV3  8NW  (e- mail  info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk) 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

The garden centre at Kinlochlaich House has been praised by the Green Tourism Business Scheme. t40kinlochlaich1no

Kinlochlaich Gardens 
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BGF investment director Duncan Macrae, left, with Arran Aromatics chief executive, Iain 

Pittman. t36arranar1no
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Shellfish growers gather in Oban for conference
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Good quarterly results for Scottish Salmon Company
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PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01505/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Craig Lodge Dalmally
Argyll And Bute PA33 1AR

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/01994/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank 

Land North East Of Lonban 
Cottage Isle Of Coll
Argyll And Bute PA78 6TB

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

13/02125/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 09/01368/PPP (Erection of 
dwellinghouse)

Land To South East Of Glenfuran 
Erray Road Tobermory
Isle Of Mull PA75 6PS

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/02131/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (amended design 
relative to planning permission reference 
13/00492/PP)

Plot 15 Aldersyde Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/02165/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
10/01801/PP - Change of use and renovation 
of former chapel to form dwellinghouse

Former Chapel To South Of 
Newcroft Bunessan Isle Of 
Mull PA67 6DS

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTEDBUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01521/LIB Installation of replacement windows and door 11 Port Ramsay Isle Of Lismore 
Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 5UN

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

13/02014/PP Change of use of shop (Class 1) to cafe (Class 3) 10 Main Street Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6NU

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/02107/PP Demolition of lean-to storage room and 
erection of replacement single storey rear 
extension

13 Victoria Street Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6PH

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01892/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Lorgba (Crofts 15 And 16)
Land South Of Damaoidh Port
Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

13/01999/PP Erection of 18 affordable dwellinghouses 
and formation of vehicular access

Land South East Of Imerivale 
Cottage Port Ellen Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTEDBUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02120/PP Demolition of sheds and erection of holiday unit Blackbrae Main Street Port
Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA48 7TY

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

13/02124/LIB Demolition of sheds and erection of holiday unit Blackbrae Main Street Port
Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA48 7TY

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Business revemp for Arran Aromatics

-

-

-

-
-

-

and technical alterations to 

Fishing website 
searches for the truth

Turnover and profits 
rise for Arran Brewery

PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding
public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days. Application 13/03098/LBC is 21 days.

13/03098/LBC Keil Chapel and associated
kirk yard

Repair parts of the
boundary wall, install
a new gate (with
interpretation panel)
and install a post and
rope hand rail next to
the stone steps

13/03351/FUL Land 40m North West of
Village Store, Glencoe

Erection of house (renewal
of 08/00070/FULLO)

13/03418/PIP Land South of Achaidh
Curtaig, Morar, Mallaig

Erection of house

13/03485/FUL Land 38m South of Ivy
Cottage, South Laggan
Spean Bridge

Siting of caravan (renewal
of 11/02522/FUL)

13/03603/PIP Plot 2, Former Caravan Site
Faichem, Invergarry

Renewal of planning for
house development
10/03479/PIP

13/03643/PIP Site 40m North East of
Hillview, Banavie
Fort William

Erection of house (plot 4) -
renewal of permission
09/00339/PIPLO

13/03646/S75M Riverbank Holiday Cottages
5 Upper Carnoch
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Removal of Hawthorn
Cottage from S75
Agreement



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

oban blinds

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

mobility

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing

windows & doors

photography
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PERSONALS

Happy Ruby 
Wedding 

Anniversary
Mum & Dad

(Alex & Sandra 
Clark)

Lots of love on your 
special day

Murray & Catherine, 
Fiona & Allan.

Happy 21st Birthday to 
Corky JR

07-10-2013
Lots of love from 

Mum, Dad, Rowan,
Katrina and Basil. xxxxx

blinds

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

MODEL FOR SALE 
Corgi Leyland Leopard 
Coach, original box, Mid-
land red,  £18 Telephone 
01369 706726.
MODEL FOR SALE 
Bedford O B Coach, 
original box, Malta livery,  
£20 Telephone 01369 
706726.
STOKE ANGLO CHINA 
60 pieces china. serving 
dishes, round and oval 
plates, meat dish, ideal 
for a dresser,  £48 Tel-
ephone 01880 821455.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY COT light pine col-
our baby cot in excellent 
condition. Set to three 
different highs and there 

tray,  £40 Telephone 
01852 316002.
COT MATTRESS Ma-
mas and Papas pocket 
sprung cot mattress. 
Good as new. Hardly 
used. Offers £49 Tel-
ephone 07969 101049.

BICYCLES
GIRLS RALEIGH MOLLI 
white & pink 12 inch. 
Suit 3 yrs up. Excellent 
condition. RRP £105,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
567241.

BUILDING / DIY
BATHROOM SUITE 
FREE white bathroom 
suite, sink, wc, free to 
collector.  Telephone 
01880 821455.
GREY  GUTTERING 
large quantity 6”  gutter-
ing. downpipes, ends, 
stops, second hand,  
£48 Telephone 01880 
821455.
MAHOGANY FLOOR-
ING ex village hall, 
carefully uplifted and de-
nailed. Telephone 07799 
293971.
ROOF GUTTERING 
FREE large quantity of 
6” grey roof guttering. 
downpipes, clips, ends, 
etc, free to uplift.  Tel-
ephone 01880 821455.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
BIKE RACK Fiamma 
bike rack for two bikes, 
hardly used,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01967 421248.
ROOF BOXES two roof 
boxes in good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01967 
421248.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BOSCH DISHWASHER 
under the counter, white, 
few marks on door, 
good working order, can 
deliver local, petrol cost,  
£49.99 Telephone 01866 
822341.
CREDA COLDSTORE 
FRIDGE/FREEZER 
good condition, free to 
uplift.
Telephone 01631 
564054.
HOTPOINT FREEZER 
white, 600 wide, working, 
needs new draws, hence 
low cost, but will do as 
extra for out building,  
£35 Telephone 01866 
822341.
HOTPOINT FRIDGE 
600 wide, white, good 
working order, under 
the work top, can de-
liver local cost of petrol. 
Must unload yourself,  
£49.99 Telephone 01866 
822341.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS 2 dogs, 8 
weeks old both parents 
good workers. Telephone 
01972 510286 evenings.

COLLIE X KELPIE 
PUPS we have 3 pups 
left for sale, 1 x b/w boy, 
1 x r/w girl  & 1 x r/w/t 
girl. Mother & father can 
be seen, good working 
dogs.  Telephone 01880 
760333.
MALTESE TERRIER/
BICHON FRISE 2 Ador-
able Bitch pups   little 

ready now  both parents 
can be seen,  £475 
each Telephone 07771 
930975².
SPRINGER SPANIEL 
PUPPIES liver/white, 
KC Reg, gun dog or pet.  
Ready October 20, 2013, 
Perthshire,  £400 Tel-
ephone 01738 880312 
or 07850 951459.

 FURNITURE
BED BRAND NEW 
DOUBLE DIVAN with 
heat-sensitive, Memory 
Foam Mattress and 2 
storage drawers. Never 
used/still wrapped. Can 
deliver. Cost £699 must 
sell,  £200 Telephone 
07881 848038.
IKEA BEECH FRAME 
rocking chair with red 
loose cover upholstery, 
only 6 months old,  
£49 Telephone 01631 
566429.
SIDEBOARD immacu-
late Stag mahogany  
H80cm W140cm B46cm,  
£150 Telephone 07729 
132512.
SINGLE LOFT BED sil-
ver, (IKEA - Tromso) ex-
cellent condition, Oban,  
£49.99 Telephone 07789 
515826.
TABLE circular American 
cherry side table diame-
ter 60cm  (two available),  
£40 each Telephone 
07729 132512.
TV/VIDEO TABLE ,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562782.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

GAS STOVE FIRE Nes-
tor Martin coal effect gas 
stove, good condition,  
£180ono Telephone 
07917 167477.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

BANDSAW AND STAND 
KITY 413 11” Throat 
1 HP Motor Little use,  
£150 Telephone 01397 
772522/07900 447995 
(Corpach).
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

SKY RECEIVER BOX 
standard Amstrad Sky 
receiver. like new, with 
mains and scart cables, 
remote and original box,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
562796.

HOME FURNISHINGS
NEXT EYELET CUR-

seen Next Directory page 
1251, Light reducing lin-
ing, 135cms x 137cms, 
as new,  £30 Telephone 
07765 820857 Oban.
SILENTNIGHT DOUBLE 
MATTRESS spare room 
use only, very well sprung 
and very clean,  £49.99 
Telephone 07500 716262.
SOFA BED chrome base 
and pine sides sofa bed 
in excellent condition. 
Cushion comes off for 
easy washing. 6’ in 
length,  £40 Telephone 
01852 316002.

HOME OFFICE
BROTHER ALL-IN-
ONE PRINTER and 
scanner, new unused 
Brother MFC-J5910DW 
printer, scanner, fax still 
in box with 5 new sets 
recycled ink cartridges, 
too large for home,  
£115 Telephone 01866 
833384.
FILING CABINET light 
colour wood, 4 drawer, 
lockable. H 135.5cm, 
W 47.5cm, D 65.0cm. 
Excellent condition,  
£35 Telephone 01546 
606775.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

IKEA KITCHEN DOOR 
Stat off white door, used 
but good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01866 
822341.

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS Brown Black 
or pure breed feed-
ers drinkers hen and 
duck sheds. Telephone 
01470 572213³.

 LOST AND FOUND
FEMALE BRINDLE 
Cairn Terrier (Cocoa) 
aged 5, missing on 
holiday, Tayvallich area. 
Last seen 25.09.13. Tel-
ephone 07837 509644 
if found.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort Wil-
liam.  Ideal for home of-

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk.

 MARINE
ADMIRALTY CHARTS 
out of date, but in good 
condition.  Covering 
Clyde to Cape Wrath, 
North Islands and 
Eastern Scotland,  £4 
each Telephone 01631 
720501.

 MOBILITY
“ZIMMER” TYPE 
WALKER with seat, 
basket, brakes, new,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
566429.

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

FRANK THOMAS 
“CARGO”  Motorcycle 
Luggage, soft throwover 
panniers £15.  Magnetic 
tank bag, £20.  Tele-
phone 07500 716262.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or 
by the box, ideal for 
copiers, lasers and 
fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

to order 
visit

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 
01371 851 868

Oban Times
West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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inc. worldwide 
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Arran Banner
Isle of Arran

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
Miniature

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy

May 2014
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

scottish field calendar 2014.ind6   6

Scottish Field
Large

£10.95
inc. worldwide 

postage

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, num-
bered and perforated 
to your requirements. 
From Krisp Print. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

 WANTED
PRESSURE LAMPS 
collector wishes to pur-
chase pressure lamps, 
Tilley etc, single items/
collections. Telephone 
07766 995782.
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636. 

SHIPPING/ISO CON-
TAINER in Argyll Area. 
Telephone 07867 
506803.

60%

92%
of people spend half or 
more of their income

within 10 miles 
of their homes.

of people take action
on advertising in 

local media.

For more information on the power of local newspapers
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper Society/Crowd DNA.
Base: All respondents. Sample: 4971

of people spend half or 
more of their income 

within 10 miles 
of their homes.

of people take action
on advertising in 

local media.

For more information on the power of local newspapers 
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper Society/Crowd DNA.
Base: All respondents. Sample: 4971

92%

60%

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

Ronald Alasdair Andrew MacDonald, graduated BMus 
(Hons) from the University of Edinburgh, elder son of 

Allan and Angela (MacEachen) MacDonald, Edinburgh, 
and grandson of the late Ronald (Whaler) and Margaret 
MacDonald, Glenuig, the late Donald Alex MacEachen, 

Benbecula and of Catherine (MacPhee) MacEachen, 
now near Edinburgh. Ronald has many relatives in the 

Uist, Moidart, Lochaber, Oban and Connel areas and his 
maternal grandmother was at one time District Nurse 
in Taynuilt. Ronald is now working in IT with British 

Airways in London. 

Shona Isobel Neil graduated in June 2013, with 
B.A. Hons in History and Politics from the 

University of Stirling. Daughter of Pauline Neil, 
granddaughter of the late Ronnie and Jessie Welsh. 

School and Oban High School. 

GRADUATIONS

MEMORIALS

BIRTHS
CAMERON - Iain and Marion 
(nee MacLean) are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of their 
daughter Katie on September 24, 
2013, born at home. A wee sister 
for Catriona, Eilidh and Euan. 
Sixth grandchild for Colin and 
Christian, Fishnish and fourth 
grandchild for John and Linda, 
Knockvologan. Thanks to Oban 
midwives.

RUBY WEDDING

GOLDEN WEDDING
MACAULAY - Cameron 
and Anna MacAulay (neé 
MacDougall) married on 
September 27, 1963 at St 
Columba Gaelic Church, 
Glasgow. Formerly of Bishopton 
now Forres. Congratulations on 
your special day. With lots of love 
from all your family.

DEATHS
DEWAR - Peacefully in her 
sleep on Saturday, August 28, 
2013, Helen Dewar, loving 
wife, mum, sister and auntie.  
Funeral service to be held in 
Duncansburgh-MacIntosh Parish 
Church on Friday, October 4, 

only.  Enquiries to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors Tel 01397 
702128.
FERRIER - Margaret (neé Grant) 
- (Oban/Currie). Peacefully at 
Marie Curie Hospice, Edinburgh 
on Monday, September 30, 
2013, Margaret Armour, wife 
of the late Bob, beloved mother, 
grandmother and sister.  Private 
funeral.
MACDONALD - Christina (née 
Pringle). Peacefully on September 
28, 2013 in Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, dearly loved wife 
of James, and a dear mother and 
granny. Requiem Mass in St 
Cumin’s Church, Morar at 2pm 
Thursday, October 3, thereafter to 

only please, donations if desired 
for the Friends of the Mackintosh 
Centre and Church funds.
MACFARLANE - Peacefully, at 
Eadar Glinn, Oban on  September 
28, 2013, aged 88 years, Margaret 
Sinclair, (Peggy), formerly of 
21 Glencruitten Drive, Oban.  
Funeral will take place at The 
Church of Scotland, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Monday, October 
7, 2013 at 1.30pm, thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.  Family 

donations will be taken for Argyll 
Animal Aid.
MACLELLAN -  Alastair.
Peacefully after a long illness 
on September 28, 2013. 
Dear son of Alec and Mary 
MacLellan. Loving husband 
of Valerie, dear dad of David 
and Cameron and grandad of 
Callum. Funeral service to 
be held at St Johns Church, 
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire 
on Tuesday  October 8, at 1pm.

donations in lieu if desired in 
Alastairs memory to Cancer 
Research. All enquiries to A 
Vause & Son funeral directors, 
01423 504417
MACTAGGART - Peacefully 
at Lorn & Islands Hospital, Oban 
on Thursday September 26, 
2013, aged 86, Duncan, beloved 
husband of the late Ella, a much 
loved father, father-in-law, seanair, 
uncle and friend to many.
MALCOLM  - Elspeth 
Malcolm, nee Sutherland, much 
loved wife of Kim Malcolm, 
Duror, sister of Alister and Euan 
Sutherland, suddenly as a result 
of a stroke, died peacefully 
at the Belford Hospital, Fort 
William on October, 1, 2013.  

to Elspeth’s favourite charity 
Macmillan Nurses.  Funeral at St 
Adamnan’s Duror .  For details 
of date and time please phone 
07748345787.
MCIVOR - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban on 
September 30, 2013, in her 79th 
year, Jessie nee Brogan, beloved 
wife of the late Hugh McIvor, 
dear mum to Hugh and mother-
in-law to Lynne, much loved 
granny to Leanne, Donna and 
Garry, a great-granny to 10 and 
great great-granny to 1.
MCKEE - Suddenly, but 
peacefully at Ford Spence Court, 
Benderloch, on September 25, 
2013, in his 75th year, William 
Gerard McKee (Gerry). Loving 
dad to Colin & Carole, Grandpa 
to Olivia and Carys, beloved 
brother, uncle and father-in-law.  
A service will take place at St. 
Columba’s Cathedral, Oban on 
Sunday October 6, at 7.00 pm, 
with a cremation at Cardross 
Crematorium on Monday  
October 7, at 1.15 pm.  All 
friends are respectfully invited 

please. Retiring collection, if 
desired for Ford Spence Court 
Residents Fund.

SCOTT - Peacefully on Friday, 
September 27, 2013 at Lorn and 
Islands District Hospital with 
his family beside him, Edmund 
(Eddie), in his 92nd year. Dearly 
loved husband of the late Jean. 
Loving dad of Pamela, Edmund 
and Gordon, father-in-law of 
David and Bronwen, devoted 
papa of Kirsten, Caitlin, Gavin and 
Sarah. One of life’s gentlemen. A 
beautiful singing voice silenced. 
Gone but not forgotten.
ROBERTSON - Peacefully at 
home on September 30, 2013, 
aged 35, Malcolm, beloved son 
of Jan and the late Billy, much 
loved brother of Derek and 
brother-in-law of Sarah, adored 
uncle of Callie, a dear nephew 
and cousin. A celebration of 
Malcolm’s life will take place 
at The Studio Theatre, Corran 
Halls, Oban on Friday October 4, 
at 6.30 pm. Cremation will take 
place at Cardross Crematorium 
on Tuesday October 8 at 1.15 
pm.  All friends are respectfully 

only please. A collection in 

Hirschhorn Society & Riding for 
the Disabled.  
THOMSON - Peacefully, 
with his family by his side, at 
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, 
on Wednesday, September 25, 
2013, aged 84 years, Stevan 
(Steve),  (formerly of 14 Albert 
Lane, Oban), beloved husband 
of the late Maimie, loving father 
of Helen and the late Richard, 
dearly loved grandpa of Gavin, 
Blair, Joanne and Laura, adored 
papa of Mackinley and Charlotte 
and a dear brother.  Funeral 
service will  take place from The 
Church of Scotland, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Thursday (today), 
October 3, 2013 at 1.30 p.m, 
thereafter to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  
Retiral collection/donations will 
be taken for Alzheimer Scotland.
TOMAN - Peacefully at home 
with her family, on September 
28, 2013, in her 77th year, Mairi 
(née Campbell), beloved wife 
of Frank, much loved mum of 
Frances, Jackie and Christine, a 
dear mother-in-law and devoted 
granny.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GIBB - The family of the late 
Jean Gibb would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their many kind expressions 
of sympathy received following 
their recent sad loss.  Grateful 
thanks to doctors and nursing staff 
of Glenaray Ward for taking such 
excellent care of Jean, our thanks 
also to Rev Roddy Macleod for 
comforting and uplifting services, 
to Donald Macdonald Funeral 
Directors for their professional 
services, to Kilmartin Hotel for 

Finally, our thanks to all who 
attended at crematorium and 
church to pay their respects.  
The retiral collection raised over 
£600 for Parkinson UK and local 
charities.
MACCALLUM – The family 
of the late Alistair MacCallum 
would like to thank everyone 
for their kindness and support 
and for the many cards received, 
following their sad loss. Thanks 
also to Duncan MacDonald 
for a beautiful service both at 
Pennyghael and at the graveside. 
Also thanks to Gillian Cummins 
for the comforting music at the 
service and to Charlie and Iain 
MacDougall, Funeral Directors 

arrangements. Thanks  to Linda 
Cameron for the excellent catering 
and refreshments in Bunessan 
Hall afterwards. Finally we would 
like to thank everyone who came 
to pay their last respects at the 
service and the graveside and 
who contributed to the collection, 
which raised the sum of £740 
which will be divided equally 
between “The British Heart 
Foundation” and “Friends of 
The Beatson” at Beatson Cancer 
Clinic in Glasgow.
MACKINNON (22 Carinish) 
- Barbara, Ewen, Iain and Shona 
Mary, would like to thank all family 
and friends for their kindness and 
support shown during our sad loss 
of Lachie on August 16. Thanks to 
everyone who supported Lachie 
through his illness, including 
the Scottish Ambulance Service 
staff, Dr Mackay and Dr Logue 
and all the staff at the Royal. The 
doctors and nurses at Lochmaddy 
surgery, Macmillan Nurses, and 
the fantastic staff at Uist and 
Barra hospital. We would like to 
thank Fr Ross for conducting the 
funeral service and  for all of his 
support, thank you also to Angus 
Macphee for his sensitive funeral  
arrangements. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped with the 
catering in the Church Hall. 
Finally, thank you to everyone 
who sent cards, telephoned, and 
attended the funeral service and 
interment. We as a family gained 
strength from you all.

MEMORIAMS
CURRIE - In loving memory of 
our dear dad and papa ‘Cally’ died 
October 4, 1999.
Always in our hearts.
- Agnes, Martin, Chloe and 
Leona. 
Mary, Iona and Ashley xx
GRAHAM - In loving memory 
of Peter Graham. 3/10/07.
If tears could build a stairway 
and memories a lane,
I’d walk right up to heaven 
and bring you back again.
- Mary and David.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of a dearly loved dad 
and husband Donald who died 
October 3, 1988. 
Loved and remembered every day.
- Etive, Lorna and Donald

MACFADYEN - Johnnie.
In loving memory of Johnnie, 
loving husband of Johan,  Dad of 
Alan, Alasdair and Mairi, dearest 
Seanair to Ruby, Morven, Alan, 
John and Eilidh, father in-law 
to Michelle, Audrey and Geoff, 
who passed away October 1, 
2012.
“A rainbow in our clouds” Sadly 
missed along life’s way, quietly 
remembered every day.
MACINNES - Roddy. Tragically 
taken from us on September 28, 
2010. 
Miss you more as each day passes.
- Your loving mum.
 Miss you always.
- From Violet, Marina and Hazel.
MACINNES - In loving memory 
of Roddy gone 3 years.
Love and miss you always.
- Granny Arnipol.
MACINNES - In loving memory 
of Roddy gone 3 years.
It’s lonely here without you
Life’s just not the same
Each time I see your picture
You seem to smile and say
Don’t cry, I’m in God’s hands
We’ll meet again some day.
- Dad.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Donald much loved husband, 
father, father-in-law and grandpa, 
who died October 5, 2010. 
Loved and remembered always.
- Norah and all the family.
MACKINNON – Joan. Creagan, 
Hough, Isle of Tiree. Died 
September 30, 1997. In loving 
memory from Neil, Kaide, May, 
Monica and grandsons James, 
Calum and Charlie.
MACLEAN - In loving memory 
of our dear mum, Bella, who 
passed away October 3, 2007. 
Also our dear dad Lachlan, who 
passed away June 14, 1992. 
Loved and remembered always.
Forever in our thoughts
- Teen, Angela and Alexander.
MACLENNAN - Treasured 
memories of my dear parents, 
Donald who died September 29, 
2009 and Mary Ann who died 
October 5, 2011.
Always in our thoughts.
- Roddy and family Tiree and 
Oban.
MACTAGGART - Precious 
memories of my dear husband 
and our dad Ian, who passed 
away October 10, 1995, also 
remembering others gone before.
Dearly loved and very sadly 
missed.
- Love Hilda, Ian W and Gwen, 
Glencoe.
McCOLL – Archie, who died 
October 1, 1991, a loving husband, 
father and grandfather.
Loved and missed every day.
- Inserted by wife, Mabel and 
families in Caol, Caithness and 
Canada.
McCORKINDALE - In loving 
memory of Hugh, who passed 
away on October 7, 2003. Dear 
husband of Mary and much loved 
dad and papa.
- Always remembered by the 
family here and in Australia.
McGRATH - Joseph. 
I wish that I could see you dad
For just a little while
I wish that I could hug you and 
see your lovely smile.
But wishing gets me nowhere
And longing is in vain
So I will hold you in my heart
Until we meet again
- With love from your loving 
children and grandchildren.

CLARK - MACKELLAICH
- Alex to Sandra at Christ’s 

Church, Dunollie, Oban 
on October 5, 1973 by the 

late Rev Moses Donaldson. 
Present Address - Heanish, 

Ganavan, Oban.

THE SEABED near Oban is 
making a recovery following 
a six-year closure to scallop 
dredging in the area.

Divers have discovered that 
colourful reef life in the Firth 
of Lorn, south of Oban, may 
be recovering.

The team of scuba divers 

Jewels found 
on Lorn seabed

Jewel anemones.

Neil Ewart graduated from the University of 
Strathclyde with BA (Hons) in Applied Music.  

Neil is son of Iona and Gus MacLean, Ian Ewart 
and grandson of Catriona and the late Gillespie 

MacMillan, Kilchoan.
SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 6 October 2013

Trinity 19
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion .....................08.00
Combined Mattins and Eucharist
 ...................................................10.15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

Kilbrandon Kirk
Holy Eucharist ..........................15.15
Holy Cross, Portnacroish, Appin

Evensong ..................................18.00
A cordial welcome to people from 

any church or none
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Communion .....................11.00
St Columba, Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........................08.00
Evensong ..................................20.15
Holy Eucharist ..................................
 ........................ Wed 9 October 14.30

from Seasearch, the Marine 
Conservation Society’s 
(MCS) volunteer dive pro-

surveying sites in the Firth 
of Lorn Special Area of 
Conservation. 

Seasearch national coordi-
nator Chris Wood says that 
since the closure to scallop 
dredging in March 2007 
local divers have reported 
increases in biodiversity on 
surrounding reefs.

He added: ‘We were able to 
compare the current range of 
life at Jeannie’s Reef near the 
uninhabited island of Eilean 
Dubh Mor with video from 
2003 when dredging was 
still taking place nearby. 

‘Since the ban there have 
been dramatic increases in 
two species, jewel anemones 
- which are now abundant 
though small - and northern 
sea fans, of which there are 
a large number of small 
colonies. 

‘The sea fans are slow 
growing colonial corals 
which can only thrive in un-
disturbed locations and take 
many years to reach their full 
size. 

‘Jewel anemones are most 
often found in clear waters 
and on offshore reefs. The 
team also recorded a wide 
range of other species in 
increased numbers, includ-
ing cluster anemones and a 
variety of sponges.’

Chris says that as the jewel 
anemones and sea fans grow 
in size, this reef will become 

even more spectacular than it 
is today. 

However, in other sites the 
divers found things looking a 
little less positive. At Conger 
Reef in The Garvellachs, a 
chain of four small islands 
north of Jura, the team found 
a healthy population of 
slender sea pens in the sandy 
sediment next to the reef, but 

metres from the reef, and 
beyond that the sediment 
was much less rich. 

The divers also failed to 
locate a population of the 
rare burrowing anemone, 
Arachnanthus sarsi, which 
was reported from two sites 
around the island of Eilean 
Dubh Beag in the 1980s. 

Chris Wood says that 
though mobile species, such 
as scallops, can re-colonise 
in undisturbed sediment 
areas relatively quickly, the 
long lived static species may 
take much longer to recover. 

He added: ‘This latest sur-
vey by Seasearch has once 
again helped to demonstrate 
the value of protecting areas 
from damaging activities, 
but such protection needs to 
be long-term to show the full 

The Scottish Government 
is currently consulting on 
historic proposals for 33 new 
Marine Protected Areas, 
ranging from coral gardens 
and sponge reefs to sheltered 

anemones and two-metre tall 
sea pens.

MILLS - Cherished memories of 
Billy dearly beloved husband of 
Helen, father, father-in-law and 
granda who sadly died on October 
6, 2008.
Thank you for the years we 
shared
Thank you for the way you cared
I loved you then and I love you 
still
Forget you Billy I never will.
- Your loving wife Helen xxx
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are always 
near
Sill missed, still loved and always 
dear.
- Love Violet, Helen, Gordon, 
Billy, Gordon Jnr and Paul xx
NICHOLSON - Treasured 
memories of my darling wife 
Patricia, who passed away 
October 4, 1993.
Twenty years have passed
Since I saw you last
I shared with you such happy 
days
I miss you in so many ways

I miss you now and always will.
- Ever loving husband, Bryan.
NICHOLSON - In loving 
memory of our beloved mum and 
gran, who died October 4, 1993.
Deep in our hearts you will always 
stay
Loved and remembered every 
day
Sadly missed.
- Shirley, Stewart, Bryan, Sarah 
and grandchildren.
STEELE - In loving memory of a 
special mum Margaret, who died  
October 8, 2000
Always in our hearts.
- With love Alan and Diane.
STEWART - In loving memory 
of a dear mum, Ann, granny and 
great granny, who died October 
5, 2006.
Precious memories always near
Keep you close each passing 
year.
Sadly missed.
- Ronald, Kate, Neil, Rhoda, 
Isabel and families.
WALKER - In loving memory 
of Marybell our mother and 
grandmother, who passed away 
on October 4, 1990.
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay, 

CHURCH NOTICE

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Islay

First defeat of the 
season for Athletic

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£500

Dalmally

FOOTBALL

IN THE Club Matchplay 
Singles  Mark McDougall beat 

while in the Club Matchplay 

and Mary Phillips beat Mark 
McDougall and Kyle Gilroy.

Gilroy beat Ian Wyllie and in 
the Ladies Medal Finals Mary 
Phillips beat Donna Campbell.

9 hole stableford played from 
April to September each week 
in the best eight matches Geo 
Adam got the better of Ian 
Wyllie by one point.

In the Seniors Wrinkly Cup 
played over 12 courses in 
Argyll and the Highlands John 

was Brien Dickey.
The Captains Away Day was 

well supported at Killin and 
was won by Mary Phillips with 
Brien Dickey second. 

In the last competition of the 

Taylor came second.

DES McNulty won the 
inaugural Gold Medal at 

doing completed the scratch 
double having secured the Club 
Championship earlier in the 
season.

McNulty comfortably 
shrugged off his two fellow 

contest played in challenging 
damp conditions.

veteran Calum MacFarlane-Bar-

LADIES Medal Final played 
on Sunday - Silver Division 

Bronze Division - 1 Alice 

Gents Medal Final played on 

British Heart Foundation 
Mixed Comp - 1 Jill Stewart 

Saturday and Sunday: 1 Team 

Two brothers won the 36-hole James MacNab trophy at Tober-
mory Golf Club. William MacCrone won the scratch prize and 

Ross won the handicap. In all, 10 juniors competed and they are 
pictured with their convenor, John Weir. William, left, and brother 

Ross are pictured in the foreground.

ISLAY Golf Club Champion of 
Champions played Sunday 29 
September - 1 N Carmichael  

FOOTBALL

Hillington v Campbeltown 

Scottish Amateur 
League fixtures

John McPhee, number 17, tries to make up for lost time at Aragon. Photo: CanBe Images 

getting run wide while in the hunt for a points-

run out of the reckoning while in a six-rider tussle 

messed up in qualifying by missing out on a tow 
and after that the race was always going to be 

MOTOR CYCLING

making reasonable progress when I got run on by 
another rider. Then in trying too hard to catch up 
with the group again I made two mistakes myself 
which dropped me way off.

Australia and Japan before returning to Europe 

time.

Mistakes prove costly for Connel rider

Weekly Stableford of the winter 
season. Scott Jordan was second 

points. The Weekly Stableford 
continues on Saturday. 

Glencruitten

row capped a great come back 
season with victory over Bobby 
Johnston and Gary Wilson.

winter league starts this 
weekend.

competition will be held on 

Sunday.

Fort William

West of Scotland League
Oban Athletic 3

Possil YM 4
OBAN Athletic suffered 

season after a highly entertain-
ing match at Glencruitten.
The visitors took the lead 
early on through a spectacular 

goalkeeper Ben Pollock with no 
chance. 

Athletic equalised on the half 
hour thanks to a beautiful lob 

side began to dominate proceed-
ings. 

But for all the possession 

who went ahead again through 

Pollock may feel he could have 
done better with. 

came Athletic when Dean Smith 
skilfully netted a volley from a 
Kris Gillies cross to level the tie 
at 2-2.

Smith found himself clear 

goalkeeper to thwart his attempt 
on goal. Substitute Iain McInnes 
was also causing problems for 
the visiting defence with his 
pace and had a strong penalty 
claim rejected by referee John 
Scott.

Possil applied another sucker 
punch. Pollock saved a specula-

number nine to slot home the 

rebound.
Minutes later the same player 

yard volley that dipped over 
Pollock and into the net. 

That fourth goal seemed to end 
the contest but Athletic immedi-
ately got back into the match in 
comical fashion. 

As the Possil number nine and 
half of his team over-enthusiasti-
cally celebrated their fourth goal 

-
letic kicked off and broke up the 
pitch. Dean Smith was brought 
down in the penalty area and 
substitute Scott Maitland calmly 
slotted the spot kick low to the 

In the melee that followed 

Martin Bonar had to leave the 

caused by a punch from a Possil 
player who saw a red card for his 
troubles.

Oban Athletic manager Calum 

at home and expect to win.

a couple of quick passes would 
have made a difference but it 
was a good game and we hope to 
return the favour to Possil in the 

Athletic have a tough Scottish 
Cup game away to Dalziel this 
weekend.

Oban Athletic’s Iain McInnes had a strong penalty claim after 
being felled in the box by a Possil defender. 07_t40athletic02

12th annual Baxters Loch 
Ness Marathon and Festival of 

was broken by Fife runner 

Edinburgh University student 
Patryk Gierjatowicz picked up 
the Scottish marathon title when 

ATHLETICS
Festival of Running

Tobermory

Division One
Argyll 25

Greenock 20
THE NEW league season got off 
to a winning start for the Argyll 

were awarded the win against an 
under-strength Greenock. 

A team consisting of players 

some of their own squad to the 

The teams were evenly 

and it was Argyll who stepped 

Lewis MacFarlane crossing the 
line wide on the left wing after 
some patient build-up. 

The Argyll team started to 
build some nice phases of play 

-
ish Zac Thomson crossed the 

Thomson was on hand a second 

his second and it is looking like 
a promising season for the prop 
forward. 

-
ock managed to apply some 
pressure to the Argyll line but 
the home team stayed strong and 

a good move under the posts.
The second half saw some 

changes switched in both teams 
with the loaned players returning 
to Argyll for the second half. 

Greenock began the second 
half with much more determi-
nation than Argyll and were 

set the tone for the second half. 
Argyll struggled to maintain 

possession at the breakdown and 
despite Kyle Ormiston putting 
his body on the line in defence 
it was Greenock who scored the 
next three unanswered tries. 

YOUTH RUGBY

Argyll off to a good start

on Saturday was called off when 
the opposition failed to raise a 
team for the game. 

-

Carrick. 
-

the division to see a team strug-
gle for players so early into the 

The Men in Green are back in 
action this Saturday at home to 
Waysiders Drumpellier. Kick 

their season on Saturday with 

The seconds continue their 
season away to Lenzie this 
Saturday. Any players who are 
interested should contact Billy 
Thomson at Oban Sports Shop.

RUGBY

Green Machine at 
home to Waysiders

Oban’s Leigh Murray took part in the sportif. Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Some of the cyclists gather in Glencruitten to start the Oban Sportif. 15_t40sportif01 

A ‘wheely’ successful first Oban Sportif
to make the maiden Oban Spor-

The non-competitive event on 
Sunday was organised by North 

in memory of organising com-

avalanche on Glen Coe earlier 
this year.

NACC will donate proceeds 

preferred charities.
Nick Charlton of NACC said: 

-
clists has been overwhelmingly 
positive and although we are yet 

think everyone is keen to hold 

Courses
Cyclists were given the option 

of two routes: the Kilmartin 
long course and the Loch Avich 

course took cyclists from the 

blaes pitch south to Kilmartin 

and the Crinan Canal before 
returning north via Loch Awe 
and Kilchrenan.

went as far south as Kilmelford 
before bringing cyclists back via 
Dalavich.

Organisers thanked main spon-

We have a winner!
Congratulations to 
J Smith, 
Morrison Avenue, Speanbridge 
who has won the jackpot of £500
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Fixtures

Results

The Orion Group Premiership
  P      W       D       L        F       A     Pts
Newtonmore 17     15       1        1       67      18      31
Lovat  17      9        7        1       37      16      25
Inveraray  18      7        5        6       32      31      19
Lochaber  18      6        5        7       28      34      17
Kingussie  17      8        0        9       31      34      16
Glenurquhart 18      6        4        8       25      29      16  
Kyles Athletic 15      6        3        6       28      24      15
Kinlochshiel 18      5        5      10       33      46      15
Fort William 18      3        6        9       18      38      12
Oban Camanachd 18      3        2      13       19      48        8

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                   P      W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kilmallie  15     14       0        1       72      13      28
Beauly  15     12       1        2       43      15      2
Caberfeidh 15      7        1        7       36      32     15
Skye  15      6        2        7       28      26     14
Strathglass 15      1        3       11      17      49       5
Inverness  15      1        1       13      14      75       3

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P      W       D       L       F       A        Pts      
Glasgow MA 16     13       2        1      71       7         28
Bute  16     11       2        3      68      22        24
Glenorchy  16      9        3        4      39      20        21
Lochside Rovers 16     10       1        5      38      28        21
Aberdour  16      6        1        9      33      49        13  
Taynuilt  16      5        2        9      31      48        12
Oban Celtic 16      5        1      10      26      53        11
Kilmory  16      2        3      11      21      53         7
Strachur  16      2        3      11      21      68         7

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P      W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 17     14       1        2      62       19      29
Lovat  18     10       7        1      47       29      27
Skye  18     11       3        4      39       34      23
Beauly  17      8        4        5      41       28      20
Glenurquhart 18      8        3        7      29       28      19
Kingussie  18      5        5        8      42       40      15
Glengarry  18      5        1      12      29       42      11
Fort William 18      5        1      12      31       60      11
Aberdeen Uni 18      3        4      11      25       44       8
Kinlochshiel 18      3        5      10      25       52       7

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W      D        L       F        A      Pts
Ballachulish 14     12       1        1       74      14      25
Kyles Athletic 14     12       1        1       58        7      25
Col Glen  14      8        1        5       47      32      17
Inveraray  14      7        2        5       37      30      15
Bute  14      4        1        9       23      44       8
Tayforth  14      4        1        9       16      52       5
Glasgow MA 14      3        0       11      22      67       5
Aberdour  14      2        1       11      16      48       4

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                   P      W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Lochaber  18     15       0        3       92      28      30
Lochcarron 18     14       1        3       81      26      29
Boleskine  18     13       1        4       67      30      27
Kilmallie  18     10       3        5       56      49      22
Caberfeidh 18      6        2       10      34      48      14
Lochbroom 18      6        0       12      38      67      11
Strathspey 18      5        1       12      39      70      11
Strathglass 18      6        2       10      34      66      11
Lewis  18      3        4       11      37      62      10
Inverness  18      4        2       12      30      62      10

League Tables 

Saturday 28 September
Orion Group Premiership
Kyles Ath 5 - 4 Newtonmore
Lovat 1 - 1 Fort William

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Beauly 4 - 2 Glengarry
Skye 1 - 1  Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish 3 - 1 Inveraray

Saturday 5 October
Orion Group Premiership
Kyles Athletic v Kingussie
Billy Wotherspoon

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Play-off
Kyles Athletic v Ballachulish
David Stafford
at Strachurmore, Strachur.

GLASGOW Mid Argyll and Bute will contest the 2013 Mod Cup at
the Thornly Park Campus, Paisley, on Saturday 12 October 2013, the
match throws up at 1.00 pm.

The Mod Cup is contested between the two teams closest to
the town which hosts the National Mod and this year’s event is in
Paisley.

Glasgow Mid Argyll and Bute met three times during the 2013
season with the city side winning all three matches including a last
day victory to clinch the Marine Harvest South Division One title.

Prior to the Mod Cup there will be a junior tournament for this
year’s P5 and P7 primary aged children.

Any club wishing to enter teams into this event should contact

07824367996 or euan.mcmurdo@shinty.com.

North youngsters prove too strong 
for their southern counterparts

Gaelic speakers, Iomain Cholmcille, will be held
in Inverin, County Galway, on the 12th of October
2013.

squad with players from across Scotland for the
sixth running of the series which has gone from
strength to strength since it began in Oban in
2007.

need to use the language throughout the trip.  The
project has been very successful in encouraging
young men to use their Gaelic in an informal
sporting situation.

The Albannaich will play two games when in
Galway, a challenge match against Fir Uladh,
representing the province of Ulsterm and the
hosts, Micheal Breathnach GAA, who have been
involved in every competition so far, in the Corn
Cholmcille match.

It was a team representing the Gaelic speakers
of Skye who won the trophy on their own park at
Iomain Cholmcille 5 in 2012 and although there
will only be one Scottish team playing this year,
the island is still strongly represented. However, it
is not just from the Misty Isle that the squad draws
its strength.

‘With Lewis Camanachd developing and Gaelic

shinty is strong, there is a great spread of players
in the squad,’ said Stewart.  

‘We haven’t lifted the Corn Cholmcille in Ire-
land yet but we will be doing our best to keep it in
Scottish hands.

‘We’ll get a warm welcome in Inverin and we
have a good  mix of lads who have been before
but a good few who are travelling away for the

squad and there will be plenty music and craic as
well.’

Iomain Cholmcille receives support from
Colmcille, the body which aims to develop and
strengthen links between Gaelic Scotland and
Ireland.

Alba Squad - Paddy Sinclair, Innes Lamont,
Ally Lamont, Sean MacLeod, Seumas Char-
ity (Lewis), Ali ‘Digg’ MacDonald, DJ Gilpin,
Neil John Campbell, Gilleasbuig MacDonald
(Skye)  Iain Nicolson (Lovat), Kerr Gibb, Gordon
MacKenzie (Glasgow University), Crisdean
Finlayson (Lochcarron), Alex Dunnings (Oban
Camanachd), Mark Fraser (Aberdeen University),
Jack Fraser (Fort William), Doneil MacLeod

North v South matches this Sunday where the top players from
across the country will compete against each other to battle it
out for the much sought after title.

of September these are the matches where spectators can expect
to see the a brilliant showcase of shinty talent from across the
leagues at both under 18 and senior level.

Grateful
  The Women’s Camanachd Association are extremely grateful
to the Macaulay Association for their continued support of this

and would like to inform all supporters of the Scotland Women’s

with some brilliant prizes up for grabs.
Throw up times are 12:30 for the under 18s game and 14.30 for

Ballachulish goalscorer Michael Slezas charges in on goal during Saturday’s 3-1 win over Inveraray. 
20_f40balla01

The north and south under 14s teams face the camera before Sunday’s game at Mossfield Stadium, Oban. The north side proved too good for their south opponents winning 5-1.

KYLES ATHLETIC restored
someprideaftertheirCamanachd

by beating the Badenoch men in
Tighnabruaich on Saturday.

The 5-4 victory also ended
Newtonmore’s unbeaten league
record this season.

A Roddy MacDonald hat trick,
added to goals from John Whyte
and Duncan Kerr, secured a
morale-boosting win for Kyles
in front of their own fans.

Newtonmore scored through
Fraser MacKintosh and Glen
MacKintosh to go 4-2 up after
52 minutes but a plucky Kyles

40 minutes to take both points
and mathematically ensure
their place in the Orion Group
Premiership next season.

Kyles trainer James Perlich
said: ‘Both teams were going for
it. We wanted a point to be safe
in the league and to restore some

the season unbeaten.
‘I was delighted how well we

played as a team and came back
from two goals down.

‘The boys know we were well
beaten in the Scottish Cup, so
they wanted to restore some

high.’
Perlich said that despite their

had been a successful season; the
Artemis Macaulay Cup and AJG
Parcels Cup are safely tucked
away in the trophy cabinet this

third in the league table if they
beat Kingussie this weekend
and win remaining away games
against Lovat and Fort William.

‘You have to remember we had

we have been able to develop the
squad, which will be important
for next season,’ Perlich added.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

The north won by the same scoreline in the under 17 match. Both teams are pictured before the game.

Women’s North v South

Kyles restore some pride with hard-fought 
home win against champions Newtonmore

KINGUSSIE 
game of the 2013 season when
they make the long journey
south to take on Kyles Athletic
on Saturday.

for nearly a month, and manager
Russell Jones will be hoping
there are no signs of rustiness
on show.

With the major issues of the
title and relegation in the Orion
Group Premiership already
resolved, the sides will have
relatively little to play for, so the
home fans will be hoping the
teams throw off their shackles
and play some attractive, attack-
ing shinty.

A win over Kyles would move
Kings ahead of Lochaber and
into fourth place, and would

side.
Kings have had an up and down

season, and are the only team in
the top division yet to draw a
game, with eight wins and nine
defeats from 17 games.

BALLACHULISH set up a
South Division Two title play off
against Kyles Athletic this Sat-
urday after defeating Inveraray
at the Jubilee Park.

The 3-1 victory also marked
the retirement of Balla’s Donald
Wilson, who made his club debut
against Tayforth in 1979 and has
been an excellent servant to the
club.

The game started evenly but
Ballachulish soon made their
intentions clear when top scorer
Lorne Brown put them in the
lead in the 10th minute with a

The home team were dominat-
ing most of the play but could
not extend their lead and were

Ballachulish goal in the 29th
minute to level the match.

This obviously spurred the
home team on and they took a 3
- 1 half time lead with excellent
strikes from Michael Slezas and
John MacDonald in the 34th and
40th minutes.

The second half was a fairly
calm affair with both teams
having opportunities but neither
managing to score.

But as the game was winding

MacDonald reacted to the
excessive treatment he had been
receiving and lashed out at his
opponent, getting himself sent
off and bringing the game to a
somewhat lively close to waken
up the sizeable crowd.

The league play-off against
Kyles Athletic will be played at
the neutral venue of Strachur,
although that is a comparatively
short trip for the Tighnabruaich
men and their supporters.

KYLES ATHLETIC’S second
team will play in a league
decider against Ballachulish
this Saturday in a match that is
important to the club in more
ways than one.

Not only will the junior team
be able to call themselves South
Division Two champions if they

the season for a club still reeling

defeat just weeks ago.
Kyles trainer James Perlich

said: ‘It would be great for this
team to win the league because
they have struggled at times

players from them.
‘Somehow they have managed

to keep an experienced spine to
the team, while bringing in some
really good teenagers.

‘If this team can beat a very
experienced Ballachulish on
Saturday it will show great
promise for the future.’

Glasgow Mid Argyll
and Bute will contest
the Mod Cup in Paisley

Alba name international squad
for Iomain Cholmcille 6



Sport

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
10, Lochgilphead Red Star 3. 
Scoring for Saints were Andy 
Ritchie (3), Kenny MacDonald 
(2), Daniel MacCuish, Craig 
Easton, Couper Munt, Lewis 
Buchanan and an own goal. 
Under 15s no game; Under 17s 
3, Ardencaple 5. On target for 
Saints were Rhys Cook, Zak 
Straub and Allan Buchanan. 

- Campbeltown Pupils Youth v 
Under 13s; Riverclyde v Under 
14s; Antonine v Under 15s; 
Under 17s no game.

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain at times
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, October 3, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.40   3.7 10.39 1.0 16.47       3.9        23.16     1.0
Fri  05.13 3.8 11.12 0.8 17.20       4.0        23.46     0.9     
Sat  05.44 3.9 11.46 0.7 17.51       4.1         **.**       *.*
Sun  00.16 0.8 06.10 4.0 12.21       0.6       18.20      4.1
Mon  00.48 0.7 06.40 4.0 12.58 0.6         18.52     4.1
Tues       01.23      0.8  07.14 3.9 13.39 0.7 19.29      3.9
Wed  02.02   0.9 07.54 3.8 14.24 0.9 20.10       3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

13

14

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12
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Oban Saints back
in action after 
holiday break

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints senior team gets 
back to action this Saturday 
after the September holiday 
weekend break when they 
travel to Greenock to take 
on Inverclyde in a Scottish 
Amateur League Premier 
Division match.
The game will be played 

at Battery Park with a 2pm 
kick-off. Referee in charge is 
Gordon Hay from Glasgow.
Five Saints players - Donnie 

Campbell, Willie Gemmell, 
Myles McAuley, Dene Cassells 
and Marc MacCallum turned 
out for the Scottish Amateur 
League Select against Carlton 

Paisley last Sunday to play for 
the Douglas Harvey Memorial 
Trophy.

part in a comfortable 4-0 win 
for the Scottish League side.

Scottish coach Sandy Buchan, 

pleased with the performance 
of his squad and looks forward 

against the SAFA International 
team at the end of November.

Commonwealth Games places
for Argyll athletes

Susan Partridge.

HAVING recorded some of the 
best performances of her career 
this year, it was little surprise 
that Benderloch woman Susan 

names announced last week in 
the Scottish Commonwealth 
Games squad.

Eilidh Child.

The former Oban High School 
pupil, who now lives in Leeds, 
is due to take part in her second 
Commonwealth Games when 

year after being included among 

the team.

The marathon runner, who 
works at the Institute of  Medi-
cal and Biological Engineering 
at the University of Leeds, 

championships in Moscow.
Susan told The Oban Times: ‘I 

had run the required qualifying 
time, so although I was fairly 

was reassuring to see my name 
on the list.

been really good for me.
‘I ran a personal best in the 

London Marathon this year and 

championships was great for 
me.

‘Everything seems to be com-

stronger all the time.

in 10 months I will be competing 
in the Commonwealth Games 

-
ment whenever I think of that.’ 

At 34 years of age, Susan is 
one of the older members of the 
athletics team but she doesn’t yet 
consider herself a senior member 
of the squad.

ATHLETICS

‘Everything seems to 
be coming together 
and I feel fitter and 
stronger all the time’ 

- Susan Partridge
‘I’m not that much older than 

the other athletes and I won’t be 
the oldest in the Scottish team by 
any means,’ she said.

in championships and I would 
be happy to give advice if I 
was asked for it but I don’t see 
myself in a role as ‘mother’ of 
the squad!’ 

Also included in the squad is 
400-metre hurdler Eilidh Child, 
who is the daughter of former 
Connel man Ronnie Child.

Eilidh was a silver medallist 
at the Commonwealth Games in 
Delhi in 2010.

The 2014 Commonwealth 
Games will be held in Glasgow 
between July 23 and August 3.

team members selected, Com-
monwealth Games and Sports 
Minister Shona Robison said: 
‘This announcement marks an 
important step for Team Scot-
land and I wish all other Scottish 
athletes good luck as they aim 
to follow these 27 athletes to 
Glasgow.’

The Oban Express Primary Football League welcomed visiting teams from Lochgilphead, Fort 
William and Campbeltown on Sunday. On a bright and sunny day, the youngsters enjoyed

playing against some new opposition at Oban Community Pitch.
Our photograph is of Oban Saints ‘02s. 15_t40football03

had’ was how Oban golf prodigy 
Robert MacIntyre described his 

Young Oban golfer turns on the style
at Alfred Dunhill Links Championship

GOLFfour days at the Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship.

Playing as a ‘celebrity’ 

amateur in the team event with 
European Tour player Eduardo 
De La Riva, the Scottish boys’ 

heroes and even received praise 
from Dutch football legend - and 
fellow amateur - Johan Cruyff.

Far from making up the num-
bers, Robert and his Spanish 
playing partner carded a score of 
-27 from Thursday to Saturday 

place overall in the team event.
Playing across St Andrew’s 

Old Course, Kingsbarns and 
Carnoustie, the 17 year old 
carded 21 birdies to prove a 
career at European Tour level is 
potentially within his grasp.

Speaking to The Oban Times 

said: ‘The whole family was put 
up at the Fairmont Hotel and 
there was a real buzz around the 
place.

‘It was great playing alongside 
Eduardo for the four days; I 
learnt a lot from him.

‘He didn’t hit the ball that far 
but he showed me how impor-
tant it is to have a good short 
game at this level. I learnt that 

is the difference between the top 
amateurs and the professionals.’ 

to card a respectable score 
around some of the world’s 
best golf courses and meet tour 
players Richie Ramsay and Tom 
Lewis, Robert had one more 
surprise in store after he putted 

‘As I walked off the last green, 
I was approached by Johan Cru-
yff,’ said Robert. ‘He just came 
up to me and said, ‘Impressive 
round of golf, young man’.

The invitation to play in the 
Pro-Am team event came off 
the back of a phenomenal season 
that has seen Robert lift two na-
tional boys’ championships and 
help Great Britain and Ireland to 
win the Jacques Leglise Trophy 
against Europe.

everything in but last week was 

I’ve had,’ he added.
Robert MacIntyre played as a ‘celebrity’ amateur at the Alfred Dunhill Links Championship.

Photo: Cal Carson Golf Agency
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

A POPULAR village café in 
west Lochaber is to shut down 
over the winter while the local 
community company search for 
someone to take over the lease.

Acharacle Community Com-
pany has been left running the 
Blue Parrot Café after the previ-
ous manager decided to step 
down from the role last month.

Director Ilanora Sharp told 
The Oban Times the community 
company, which is also currently 
running the Acharacle Centre, 
did not want to take over running 
the café full-time and planned to 
lease it out again before spring.

She said: ‘The community 
company is continuing to employ 
the people who were working 
there for the sake of the local 
community and any tourists that 
were still around.

‘We kept it open because it 
would have left a big hole in 
the community if it had closed.

STAR couple thank 
charity walkers
THE LOCHABER couple 
behind the STAR For Harris 
charity have thanked the 29 
participants who completed 
the group’s annual 500-mile 
challenge walk.

The walkers clocked up a 
combined total of 500 miles 
around Edinburgh to raise 
money for the charity, which 
helps children with cancer.

Tanya Ross said: ‘Allan and I 
are touched that so many people 
did it, including many doing it 
for the third time. It’s not just 
about raising money for us, it’s 
also a bit of a pilgrimage where 
we get to re-visit an area of 
Edinburgh where we spent a lot 
of time with Harris.’

Tanya and Allan set up 
STAR For Harris after their 
17-month-old son Harris died 
from aggressive brain cancer in 
September 2010. 

Meanwhile, the charity has 
been nominated for the Bank 
of Scotland/Lloyds Community 
Fund. The two charities which 
receive the most public votes 
will be given a £3,000 grant.

Thieves target  
Fort William
POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after a number of 
break-ins in Fort William 
overnight between Sunday and 
Monday.

A shop on the town’s High 
Street was broken into as well 
as commercial units in Ben 
Nevis Industrial Estate.

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘Anyone who saw 
anything suspicious in the area 
is asked to contact the police 
immediately.’ 

The thefts come in the wake of 
Operation Engage, an ongoing 
police crackdown on rural thefts 
in Lochaber, Lochalsh and 
Skye.

UIST residents are celebrating 
after it was announced a 
new winter ferry service is 
to be introduced between 
Lochboisdale and Mallaig.

The new crossing - shorter 
than the current route from Oban 
by more than two hours - will 
run two days a week between 
November and April for the next 
three years on a trial basis.

Locals in both the Outer 
Hebrides and the mainland have 
been campaigning for the ferry 
from Mallaig to be re-instated 
after the route was axed in the 
1990s and local leaders have 
called for the residents to use the 
new service to show demand is 
there to make it permanent.

Lochaber councillor Allan 
Henderson said: ‘While a 
dedicated service is the obvious 

SHINTY, football, tennis, basketball 
and rugby will be the order of the day 
for youngsters at Portree Primary 
School after their new multi-use 

The new area, funded by the 

as the nursery and sunshine room 

Head teacher John Finlayson said: 

can use the resource and the next 

Three Lochaber youngsters braved the chilly waters of Loch Linnhe to take part in a junior race event on Saturday morning. The sun 
was shining on the flat water as Mhari MacArthur, Eoghan MacArthur and Erin Davie swam 400 metres along the east side of the loch 
to the finish at Lochaber Yacht Club.  Erin, left, was the quickest to finish in a time of six minutes and 47 seconds, with Eoghan just five 

seconds behind. Mhari completed the challenge in a time of seven minutes and 37 seconds.
20_f40loch01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

During the winter months we 
will be putting a notice up for 
tender for people to come in and 
carry on running the café.’

Mrs Sharp continued: ‘We 
understand there are many good 
examples of community-run 
cafés, but at the moment we 
foresee re-leasing it rather than 
running it as a business. We are 
very open-minded as to how 
the business will continue in 
future.’

The building, which also 

is owned by the community 
company.

The café will close at the 
end of this month to allow 
refurbishments to be carried 

out while the search for a new 
person to take on the business 
carries on.

In the meantime, opening 
hours have been reduced by an 
hour-and-half and the café is no 
longer open on Sundays.

Mrs Sharp added: ‘We’ve found 
it is generally busiest between 
10am and 2.30pm so it makes 
sense to close a bit earlier.’

Acharacle Community Council 
chairman Hugh MacPherson 
said it was important for the 
village for the café to continue 
trading.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s 
a focal point in the middle of the 

and it’s a popular spot.
‘It would normally be open 

during the winter, and with the 
school holidays it will probably 
be busy for the next couple of 
weeks, but after that it does get 
quite quiet.’

Winter café 
shutdown 
as new lease 
holder sought

Young swimmers brave Loch Linnhe

Acharacle Community Company open-minded 
about how business will continue in the future

goal and aspiration, this gives the 
west coast mainland and Uist a 
chance to physically demonstrate 
the demand and requirement for 
this shorter sea-link.

‘In the wild waters of a Minch 
winter this short three hour 
crossing is going to be a welcome 
relief to hauliers and travellers. 
We must resolve to use this route 
and demonstrate the real need 
for it.’

Confident
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

leader Angus Campbell said: 
‘Whilst it is a pilot at this stage, 

that the results will generate a 
permanent service.

‘This will help strengthen 
the local economy as well as 
providing an additional service.’

It is also expected the route, 

which will be served by the MV 
Lord of the Isles vessel, will be 
linked with the Barra ferry.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘After a very long 
campaign, I am glad to see some 
results. Island communities 
depend on their ferry service in a 
way that people on the mainland 
often don’t fully appreciate. 

step forward as it also increases 
the frequency of service available 
in Uist, while also recognising 
the needs of Barra, which will 
have an improved winter service 
to Oban.’

Stòras Uibhist also welcomed 
the pilot scheme, but chief 
executive Huw Francis said the 
local economy will be restricted 
until a year-round service is in 
place.

Portree primary smiles as new games area opens

Uist welcomes new winter ferry 
between Lochboisdale and Mallaig

Fort shinty 
youngsters 
triumph

Third time lucky 
for Spot the Shinty 
Ball winner
IT IS a case of third time lucky 
for Spean Bridge resident James 
Smith who is now £500 richer 
after winning our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Smith has had two near 
misses since he began playing 
but had never won the jackpot 
before.

He said: ‘This is a really nice 
surprise. I play Spot the Shinty 
Ball every week and when the 
jackpot gets bigger I’m always 
hoping for a phone call!’

FORT William Shinty Club’s 
youngsters have shown the 
senior side how to do it after se-
curing the Marine Harvest north 
division two title on Tuesday.

Lewis Bryson and Victor 
Smith both scored hat tricks as 
Fort defeated Newtonmore 8-2 to 
make sure of the title win. Grant 
Disher and Lewis Clark were 
also on target during the victory.
Fort’s promising youngsters lost 
just one game on their way to the 
title, seeing off challenges from 
’More, Kinlochshiel and Lovat 
along the way. 

The title win comes in contrast 
to Fort William senior side, who 
on Saturday were relegated from 

time in the club’s history follow-
ing a 1-1 draw away to Lovat.

 For more on the game, see the 
sports pages.

LARGE crowds gathered in 
Portree to see the Princess Royal 
open West Highland College 
UHI’s newest building on 
Monday.

Princess Anne unveiled a 
plaque to mark the opening of 
the new facilities on Struan 
Road.

Staff and students have already 
moved in to the building, which 
forms part of a £2.25 million 
renovation and extension.

College chairman Michael Fox-
ley said the new building would 
allow an expansion of courses 

avilable on Skye and would be a 
‘major step’ for education on the 
island. He said: ‘This building 

-
portunity for school leavers on 
the island and for the economy 
throughout Skye.’

College principal Lydia 
Rohmer said: ‘It’s a privilege to 
have the Princess Royal visit us 
so early in the life of this new 
college building in Portree and 
to be able to highlight what this 
new facility will mean for Skye 
and the wider area.

‘We are excited by the pos-

sibilities that this will open up 
to learners on Skye and the 
wider communities of the west 
Highlands.

The Portree college can now 
offer full-time courses in health 
and social care, construction, 
hairdressing, professional 
cookery, art, early education and 
childcare.

Princess Royal opens new college building

MacPhee & Partners 
Solicitors & Estate Agents

MACPHEE & PARTNERS 
AUTUMN PROPERTY REVIEW

LOOK INSIDE FOR

The MacDonald Hotel and Cabins, Kinlochleven
invites you to book now for your 

festive season lunch or dinner.
Individual and group bookings welcome. 

Come and enjoy the spectacular views 
and spoil yourself with our new chef’s 
festive creations. Call 01855 831539 to 

make your reservation.
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A CAOL man has been jailed 
for four months after admitting 
stalking three women in the Fort 
William area over a period of 16 
months.

Fort William Sheriff Court 

crimes came to light after 
victims read press reports earlier 
this year about him harassing a 

period.
Defence solicitor Hamish 

Melrose said the incident had 
prompted other women to come 
forward.

He said: ‘The previous case 

and other persons either came 
forward or were approached by 

causing the three women fear 
and alarm by making repeated 

William Sheriff Court heard.
The former Big Issue seller 

after approaching her on a bus in 
the town. Despite her ignoring 

A CLAGGAN man has apologised after accidentally 

James MacGregor received a racist joke from 
a friend and then forwarded it on to a number of 
friends and family.

But he accidentally included the number for Fort 
William Police Station which was stored in his 

support centre in Inverness.

to sending a text containing racist language which 

menacing character on September 12.
Sheriff Noel McPartlin admonished MacGregor 

TV spotlight           
on missing 
Stornoway man
THE STORY of a Stornoway 
man who went missing three 
years ago in Turkey while 
searching for the remains of 

documentary to be shown on 
BBC Alba tonight (Thursday).

Donald MacKenzie was alone 
on Mount Ararat when he disap

trace of him.

shows his younger brother 

in an attempt to discover what 
happened. 

Hill walker dies 
during Wester  
Ross climb
A HILL walker has died after 
collapsing while climbing Am 

afternoon.

friends when he collapsed. 

Mountain Rescue Team and 
Rescue 100 from Stornoway 
Coastguard immediately 
attended at the scene but found 
the man had died.

for an overdue hill walker on 
Skye found a body in the Coire 
a Ghrunnda area.

Police said no further details 
would be released until next of 
kin had been informed.

A group of bottlenose dolphins put on a show for the passengers on a Crannog Cruise down Loch Linnhe 
last week. Souters Lass skipper David Mackie snapped this shot of one of them popping up to say hello by 

Stronchreggan Point.

Harris crofter 
helps great yellow 
bumblebee
A HARRIS crofter is doing his 
bit to help the plight of one of 

great yellow bumblebee.

working with RSPB Scotland to 
plant plants to attract wildlife 
such as corncrake and twite.

But the crops have also seen a 
large number of bees attracted 
to the area. 

Mr Jones said: ‘It is just so 
satisfying to ‘do something for 

The great yellow bumblebee 
was once widespread through
out the UK but  is now largely 

Northern Isles.

HIGHLAND Council leader Drew Hendry has been 
elected vice president of the group which represents 
the interests of 28 coastal countries in the European 
Union.

at the Conference of Maritime Peripheral Regions 
(CPMR).

He said his new role would help give the Highlands 
and Islands a louder voice in Brussels.

Councillor Hendry said: ‘Being elected vice 
president is an honour for me but more importantly 
highlights the role the Highlands are playing in 

European policy.

links and communications are given more attention 

TWO LOCHABER women 

Kinlochleven High School 
pupils to earn gold Duke of 
Edinburgh awards.

Helen Nelson from Glencoe 
and Eilidh MacIntyre of 
North Ballachulish were both 
presented with their awards 
at a ceremony in Edinburgh 
recently.

High school head teacher John 

ONE LOCHABER man and his dog will 
be representing Scotland against teams 
from across the world at the World Agility 
Championships in Italy next year.

only been competing in Kennel Club 
Agility since August last year but have 
quickly become rising stars competing all 

including the Scottish Agility League and the 

teaches the weekly advanced agility class at 
The Nevis Centre in Fort William.

A NORTH Ballachulish couple have waved 
goodbye to Lochaber after 14 years of run
ning the popular Loch Leven Hotel.

Hilary Wilson and partner John Ma
cAskill are moving to Drumnadrochit after 
selling the hotel to Edinburgh pair Craig 

Tuesday.
Hilary told The Oban Times she and John 

had many good memories from their time 

right to move on.

when you can get up in the morning and 
look at that view. We had a terrible year last 

think we were going to last another winter. 

both staff and customers. People have sent 
cards and emails and some have come in 

A leaving party was held at the hotel 
on Friday night with loyal customers and 

former workers waving Hilary and John 
off.

to Lochaber might not be too regular to 

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 

funding to insulate the walls of 
houses across the Western Isles.

The funding for the project 
comes from the Scottish 
Government and Scottish and 

Academy showing 
for college artists
THE WORK of Sabhal Mòr 

residence is currently being 
exhibited at the Royal Scottish 
Academy in Edinburgh.

Jessica Ramm and Aileen 
Stackhouse were chosen to take 
part in the show in the RSA 

and photographs are on display.

‘The work on show by the four 
SMO artists is incredibly strong 
and diverse. 

‘It is very encouraging that 
the Gaelic language and culture 
has such a strong representation 
in the Scottish contemporary 
visual art being produced 

The exhibition runs until 
October 27.

Fiona takes 
to Sabhal Mòr    
Ostaig stage
FORMER Plockton woman 
Fiona MacKenzie is to perform 

arias and duets at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig this Saturday.

Royal College of Music in 

with Hazel McBain and 
Luperci de Souza of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.

studied with Ann Lampard on 
Skye. 

Euan and Sweep in action at the Scottish agility selection day.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Caol stalker 
jailed for 
four months

name before moving to sit next 
to her. When she got off the 

continuing to try and make 
conversation.

On several other occasions 
on Fort William High Street he 

name.

tried to start conversations with a 

in Corpach and was seen staring 
at her on numerous occasions.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan 
said the woman felt intimidated 
and arranged for friends to pick 
her up from work.

Ms Ryan said: ‘She was scared 
if she walked home she might 

The third victim worked with 

(PDSA) charity shop on Cameron 

He made several unanswered 

questions.
Mr Melrose said: ‘The majority 

of his behaviour was when he 
was worse the wear from drink. 

infatuation. 
‘But the full picture that now 

emerges is that there was not just 
one victim of your behaviour in 
the town.

‘My overwhelming concern is 
what has come to light today is 
three women have experienced 
behaviour while they were at 
work or just walking in the town 
which they should not have to 
encounter. The only appropriate 

course of conduct which caused 
fear or alarm to the women on 
numerous occasions between 

year.

Eilidh MacIntyre, left, and Helen Nelson at the Duke of Edinburgh 
gold award ceremony. 

McGilp said he hoped their 
achievements would encourage 
other pupils.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Hopefully they see what Eilidh 
and Helen have done and think 

Helen is currently studying 
geophysics at Edinburgh 

taken a year out to travel to 
Thailand and Australia.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Couple leave after 14 years running Loch Leven Hotel

Head teacher praises 

to bring down energy costs.
Environment and protective 

services committee chairman 
Kenneth Murray said the scheme 
would help with the problem of 
fuel poverty in the islands.

He said: ‘Demand for external 
wall insulation has already been 
very high and over 100 enquiries 
have already been assessed for 

it has been necessary to target 

insulation scheme to houses 

with electric or solid fuel heating 

that we will be able to consider 

future years of the scheme. 

especially those on pension 

through Tighean Innse Gall 
using their freephone telephone 

Tighean Innse Gall director 
Stewart Wilson said the new 
measures could save home 

a year.

Claggan man sent racist 
text to police by mistake

Council leader elected 
to coastal region group

Dolphins entertain passengers and crew

Newsdesk           
01397 703003

explaining why local media is effective. 
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*
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A MAJOR military exercise 
is returning to the west coast 
of Scotland on Monday 
October 7.

Joint Warrior, a major mul-
tinational military exercise, 
will get underway next week 
with ships, aircraft and land 
units participating across the 
west coast of Scotland.

Exercise Joint Warrior is 
held during the spring and 
autumn of each year and 
involves the British Army, 
Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force. 

It provides high quality 
tactical training for the three 
UK armed forces as well as 

visiting units from allied 
nations. The exercise will 
allow them to practice the 
vital skills needed in modern 

The exercise runs for two 
weeks, until October 17, 
and will see participation 
by 16 separate naval units 

aircraft.  
The maritime contingent, 

many of them operating off 
the west coast of Scotland, 
will involve ships from 
France, Denmark and 
Norway with Commander 
Danish Task Group leading 
the operations on board 

HDMS Absalon. A small 
number of UK and allied 
land forces will also be 
conducting military train-
ing, using defence training 
estate ranges, commercial 
ranges, Highland Agency 
and private land throughout 
Scotland. 

As part of the exercise GPS 
jamming will be practised.

This will be limited to an 
area in north west Scotland 
and a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defence con-

-
ties, including aviation and 
maritime communities have 
been consulted.  A summary of training areas used during Exercise Joint Warrior. 

West coast braced 
for forces exercise 

RESIDENTS of an Argyll 
village are celebrating the 
end of a 36-year campaign to 
get a ‘lifeline’ road adopted 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

Connel Community 
Council minutes from its 
second ever meeting in 
1977 show an agenda item 
calling for the adoption of 

Road, from Achaleven Farm 
to the railway level crossing 
shouldering the A85 through 
Connel.

According to community 
councillor Harry Powell, 
who has served the com-
munity for the entirety of the 
campaign, the issue would 
be raised any time a new 
council was formed. 

But after nearly four 
decades of debate, the 
community council was 
delighted when Argyll and 
Bute Council gave the go-
ahead last Thursday for the 
road to be adopted following 
£56,328 of repairs.

Connel Community Coun-
cil chairman Sandy Dunlop 
said: ‘This is our biggest 
achievement as a community 
council. It is results like this 
that make it worthwhile be-
ing on a community council 
and, although it has taken 
some time to get there, we 
are all really chuffed.’

Community councillors and Achaleven Road residents in Connel celebrate news that their ‘lifeline’ road is to be adopted by Argyll and Bute Council. 
15_t40road01

Another part of Achaleven 
Road, from the junction at 
Achaleven Primary School to 
Achaleven Farm, is already 
maintained by the council.
However, a low railway 
bridge across that section 
prevents emergency service 
vehicles and bin lorries get-
ting to the 37 households in 
Achaleven and access can 
only be gained along the pre-
viously unadopted ‘lifeline’ 
section of the road.  

Mr Powell, explained: 
‘The council always argued 
a precedent would be set 
if they adopted Achaleven 
Road but we found this prec-
edent had already been set. I 
take great pleasure in seeing 
it done at last.’

The community said it was 
grateful to councillors Elaine 
Robertson and Duncan Mac-
Intyre in helping its cause. 

Councillor MacIntyre said: 
‘I have been a councillor for 
15 years and I have always 
campaigned for this road to 
be adopted. In 2011 we set 
up a policy and a fund to 
look at examples like this 
across Argyll but each road 
had to be looked at on its 
own merits. For Connel, the 
argument was set, the policy 
was set and it was approved 
and this has been a great 
result.’

Residents win road campaign
OBAN or Lochgilphead 
Police will lose its area 
commander under proposed 
changes to policing across 
Argyll.

But the man behind the 
plan insists the public will 
not notice any change in their 
police service as a result. 

Under Chief Superin-
tendent Barry McEwen’s 
‘management reorganisation 
proposal’, both Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles and Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and Islay would 
share one chief inspector, 
meaning one of the two 
posts would be axed. The 
two inspector posts would 
be retained.

Despite growing pressures 
on Police Scotland’s budget, 
Chief Superintendent 
McEwen insists the changes 
are not being made through 
austerity, adding the pro-
posals would improve the 
management structure.

Chief Superintendent 
McEwen, who heads Police 
Scotland’s Argyll and West 
Dunbartonshire region, says 
the proposed cuts at manage-
ment level would allow him 
to employ six new police 
constables across Argyll.

The most urgent constable 
vacancies, he said, were in 

Oban and Dunoon, while 

create a new road policing 
unit to address the high 
number of road crashes in 
summer months and holiday 
weekends.

Chief Superintendent 
McEwen said: ‘I would like 
to stress that any changes 
in management posts will 
have absolutely no impact 
on the day to day service we 
provide, and there will be 

-
bers, where I intend bringing 
in further constables to deal 
with community priorities.

Consultation

will involve consultation 
with councillors, local 
partners and those who live 
in our communities.

‘The communities in 
Argyll and Bute and West 
Dunbartonshire report 
crime, anti-social behaviour 
and road policing as their 

in my local policing plan.
‘Road policing is one of the 

key areas I will improve in 
the forthcoming months and 
one of my aims for the divi-
sion is to create a bespoke 

the needs of locals.’

Argyll town to lose 
area commander in 
proposed police cuts

FW

MCCAIG’S Tower will be 
transformed into a bright and 

Winter Festival plans to stage its 
most ambitious light show yet. 

The spectacle is part of a 
programme, launched last 
Thursday, packed full of 
concerts, ceilidhs and street 
performances.

The event will run from 
November 22 to December 
1 and new to the festival this 
year will be a St Andrew’s Day 
celebration.

The patron saint celebrations 
will take place on November 
30 and December 1 and include 
a whisky market at Oban 
Distillery, traditional Scottish 
music courtesy of Feis Latharna 
and a St Andrew’s Dance Show 

TWO COUNCILLORS from 
Oban South and the Isles have 
resigned from the SNP party 
and joined the Argyll Lomond 
and The Isles Group - the new 
largest group in Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Roddy McCuish and Mary-
Jean Devon both left the SNP 
after the party’s minority 
administration collapsed at last 
week’s full council meeting. 

They are now independent 
councillors.

Councillor McCuish told The 
Oban Times leaving the SNP 
was ‘one of the hardest things’ 
he had ever had to do.

The move follows the party’s 
National Executive Committee 
drawing a halt to the SNP 
group on the council forming 
a coalition with other parties 
earlier this year.

Former council leader McCuish 
said: ‘I accepted that and formed 
a minority administration, that 
administration collapsed last 
week and a new administration 
was formed.

Future
‘Since then I have thought long 

and hard about my future with 
the SNP and I feel this is the best 
way for the party to avoid any 
further embarrassment when I 
joined this new group.

‘It is also the best way for 
me to represent the people of 
Argyll and Bute. However, I will 
remain a committed nationalist 
and campaign for a yes vote.’ 

Councillor Devon blamed 
interference from the SNP out-
with the council group for her 
resignation.

She said: ‘We weren’t really 
being allowed to make the 
decisions and do the job we were 
elected to do. 

‘All of our decisions were 
being questioned beyond our 
own group. I’ve left the SNP 
because the people of Argyll and 

Dental patients
WE WOULD like to clarify that 
Colin Crawford, dental surgeon 
at Oban’s new Dental Hospital, 
is not accepting new patients.

Mr Crawford only treats 
patients on referral. Apologies 
for the confusion. 

World stone 
skimming       
crowds descend   
on Easdale

SPECTATORS, competitors 
and media from across the 
globe once again descended 
on Easdale Island for the 
annual World Stone Skimming 
Championships.

The event, held on Sunday 
in bright and sunny weather, 
was awash with colour as those 
in fancy dress and colourful 
costumes helped to create a 
party atmosphere.

Dougie Isaccs, from Blair-

years by defeating Easdale’s 

decider. Fans of Blue Peter got 
a chance to meet the presenters, 
as they tried their hand at stone 
skimming. 

For a report and pictures from 
this year’s event see page 11.

Helping mascot Coolio to launch this year’s Oban Winter Festival are St Andrew’s Dance Show 
participants, from left, Emma MacMillan, Erin Blainey and Ruby Blainey. 15_t40winter02

featuring 200 local youngsters. 
But perhaps the most notable 
feature of the St Andrew’s Day 
celebrations will be the light 
show focussed in McCaig’s 
Tower and Oban Bay, which 
will see beaming shafts of light 
create the largest Saltire ever 
seen on the west coast.

Following the light show the 
Corran Halls will open for a St 
Andrew’s Day Grand Ceilidh.

The Festival Finale the 
following night - Sunday  
December 1 - will feature 
a specially commissioned 
soundscape of music and poetry, 
created by musician Aidan 
O’Rourke, who hails from Seil, 
and historian and poet Norman 
Bissell. 

The soundtrack will be 

performed by talented locals 
and completed with audience 
participation. 

Children from around the 
Oban area were invited to design 
‘The Big Lantern’ for the winter 
parade this year and families 
are also being invited to design 
a winter/nativity scene in a 
shoebox and submit their entries 
to the Corran Halls by November 
15 before the creations are 
displayed throughout the town.

Among the other highlights 
this year are street markets, 
parades and fairgrounds.

Oban Winter Festival is funded 
by Event Scotland, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Health and 
Wellbeing Fund, Oban Common 
Good Fund and MacQueen Bros 
Charitable trust.

Winter festival promises 
Oban light spectacular

Councillors
resign from 
SNP and join 
new group

HEAD teachers do not have 

and Bute Council is running its 
education department, according 
to a former rector.

Bill Crossan made the 
comments as councillors debated 
where £190,000 worth of cuts 
should fall on the education 
budget.

Former Campbeltown Gram-
mar School rector Mr Crossan, 
the Church of Scotland repre-
sentative at last Thursday’s full 
council meeting, said: ‘You have 
already cut your service to the 
bone and to cut it further is not 
going to help it work. 

‘The members of the team 
are doing a damn good job but 
not the job they signed up to 
do. The head teachers do not 

trying to do.
‘Education is not something 

you can go on cutting. It is all 
very well to set a target for 

savings but there comes a time 
when the savings cause damage 
and I believe we have passed that 
point.’

The decision to reduce funding 
to the education department 
by £190,000 was made at the 
council’s budget meeting in 
February.

Cleland Sneddon, the executive 
director of community services, 
put forward several proposals at 
the meeting for savings in the 
management structure of the 
education department.

Mr Sneddon said Option 3a, 
consisting of a head of service, 
three education managers, 

educational psychology team and 
communication and engagement 

circumstances but not the one 
he would choose if he had more 
money available.

He said: ‘With the budget cut 
3a is the best way I can think of 

doing it. If you said ‘have more 
money’, I would pick 3b.’

Councillors failed to reach a 
decision at last week’s meeting 
with some preferring option 
3b, which would cost £135,000 
more but includes a further three 

Mr Sneddon told the meeting 
if 3b was selected at the next 
meeting in October he would be 

in the education budget’.
Council Leader Dick Walsh 

said: ‘This year’s budget outlined 
the need to make essential 
savings in this particular area.

‘It is absolutely essential to 
make sure we make the right 
decision. The discussion around 
this issue, and the various points 
made at last Thursday’s council 
meeting, were very helpful and 
that is why we decided to look 
closely at the different options 
over the coming month before 
making the choice.’

Fears voiced 
as more cuts 
hit education

A LORRY driver, who is being 
hailed a hero after a video of 
him saving a motorist’s life was 
posted online, has warned car 
drivers not to repeat his actions.

Bob Rennie, a driver for 
Hebrides Haulage, was travel-
ling behind the elderly motorist 
on the A82 near Loch Lomond 
in mid July and watched as he 
started weaving across the road.

The Glasgow trucker, who was 
en route from Fort William to 
Glasgow, forced the driver to pull 
over using his 26-ton lorry, only 
to discover the man had suffered 
a hypoglycaemic attack.

Bob has received hundreds of 
messages from supporters after 
he posted a dashboard camera 
recording of the incident online 

Farewell to barber 
Tommy Fegan
OBAN said goodbye to its 
longest serving barber yesterday 
as Thomas Fegan was laid to 
rest following a long battle with 
illness.

Mr Fegan, better known as 
Tommy the Barber, established 
his barber shop in the town 
decades ago and Tommy’s 
is now located on Stevenson 
Street. The funeral for the well 
loved man took place at St 
Columba’s Cathedral yesterday 
(Wednesday) before mourners 
headed out to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery to pay their last 
respects. A collection was made 
for Macmillan Cancer Support 
and Marie Curie Cancer Care.

Former rector claims head teachers do 
not have confidence in department

Bob Rennie’s actions saved a 
motorist’s life. 15_t40bob01

last Friday for fellow truckers to 
see.

Bob said: ‘I’d been behind him 
for a while so I knew he wasn’t 
drunk, when he swerved into 

trees I thought he’d had a stroke.
It was two or three miles outside 
Luss when I overtook him, which 
was my last chance. I knew I had 
to pull him over or he was going 
to kill someone.’

Bob is urging car drivers not to 
attempt the same thing, adding: 
‘I have a 26-ton truck, I’m not 
going to get hurt - they should 
hold back and make a phone call 
to the authorities.’

Bob has now been given an 
industry award, a knight of the 
road jacket, while the elderly 
man, who was travelling with 
his wife, made a full recovery.

Bob, who works on Argyll and 
Lochaber routes, added: ‘There’s 
nothing in your training for this 
- it was purely instinct.’

Hero lorry driver’s warningJackpot winner
IT IS a case of third time lucky 
for Spean Bridge resident James 
Smith who is now £500 richer 
after winning our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Smith has had two near 
misses since he began playing 
but had never before won the 
jackpot.

He said: ‘This is a really nice 
surprise. I play Spot the Shinty 
Ball every week and when the 
jackpot gets bigger I’m always 
hoping for a phone call!’ NEWSDESKS

FORT WILLIAM
01397 703003

OBAN
01631 568000
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Death crash      
biker named
A DALMALLY motorcyclist 
who was fatally injured in a 
road crash on the A85 between 
Lochearnhead and Crianlarich 
has been named.

Dylan Rider, who hails 
from Aberdeenshire but had 
recently moved to Dalmally, 
was involved in a collision with 
a parked vehicle on the road last 
Monday.

He was airlifted to the 
Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow where he died of his 
injuries the following day.   

The 34-year-old was travelling 
northbound on the A85 when 
he was involved in the collision 
near Benmore Farm.

Police continue to appeal for 
witnesses to the incident and 
anyone with any information 
should contact Police Scotland 
on 101.

A NEW administration to lead 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
been formed with Dunoon 
councillor Dick Walsh at the 
helm.

He replaces Oban councillor 
Roddy McCuish, who resigned 
his post of leader at the start of last 
Thursday’s full council meeting 
in Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 
This new deal brings to an end 
months of uncertainty over the 
council administration.

Councillor McCuish told 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
spent more than £200,000 on 
‘public relations and image’ 
last year, according to recently 

The authority paid £169,941 
to Havas People Ltd, agents 
which place newspaper adverts 
for things such as planning, job 
vacancies, business gateway 
courses, councillor surgeries 
and roads announcements.

Also listed under expenditure 
on PR and image is £7,132 for 
a marketing strategy for Oban 
Airport and £8,600 for Bord na 
Gaidhlig.

In total, the council listed 

CONNEL Community Council 
has called for a rethink on how 

farm payments after hearing 
Musdale could pocket £224,000.

16-turbine farm near the village, 
with a total output capacity of 
64MW.  

However, Connel Community 
council believes the size of 
the payout could be deemed 
unfair by neighbouring 
communities and has urged a 
greater spreading of community 

proceed. The organisation has 

BUSINESS managers from 
an Oban bank returned to 
the Mary’s Meals shop in 
Stevenson Street to hand over 
a cheque for £442 - proceeds 
raised from their time 
volunteering with the charity.

Royal Bank of Scotland 
business relationship 
managers Alex O’Brien, 
Danny MacRae and Stephen 
Clark worked at the shop 
over two days in September, 
helping to sort, price and sell 
items.

The trio was sponsored 
to work in the shop and last 

THE FIRST meeting of the winter session of Oban Speakers 
Club will be held in Glencruitten Church Centre, Glencruitten 
Road, on Thursday October 10 at 8pm.   

The meeting marks the 50th anniversary of the club and its 
success is largely down to the enthusiasm and hard work of the 
late John Alcorn. 

The inaugural meeting was held on September 16 1963. At 
that time it was known as the Toastmasters Club of Oban, a 
branch of Toastmasters International. 

In 1972 all British clubs left the American organisation and 
formed the Association of Speakers Clubs.

The main aim of the club is to help and encourage people who 
have to speak in public but at the same time enjoy the friendship 
and camaraderie of other members.

contact Jim Fraser on 01631 562162 or 07748 796716.

OBAN Photographic Club 
is kicking off its new winter 
programme where snappers 
will get the chance to see each 
other’s work and take part in 
competitions and tutorials.

the winter for the club will be 
in the Regent Hotel at 7.30pm 
on Monday October 7.

Alex Clark, member, said: 
‘This long established club has 
a membership that covers the 
range of age, experience and 

MEMBERS of Appin SWRI recently enjoyed an interesting trip 
to Oban Airport, where they visited the control tower and were 

The group was welcomed to the terminal building by Tom 
Anderson, station manager. Tom gave a brief history of the 

War Two and ending with the conception of the Argyll Air 
Services Project.

After Tom’s introduction, members were invited to visit the 
control tower where they could enjoy the view and learn about 
the various controls and procedures involved in the operation 
of the airport. Meanwhile another group was given a tour of the 

President Linda MacLeod thanked Tom, Fiona, and John at 
the airport for their time and expertise.

From the airport, members went to the Oyster Inn in Connel 
where they enjoyed a lovely meal. 

AN EIGHT-year-old hill climber 
has received a big thank you 
from Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team and his idol Bear Grylls 
after collecting £1,200 for the 
rescue team.

Liam Keat was sponsored to 
climb the equivalent of Mount 
Everest by joining his father, 
Grant Holland, on climbs in 
the Lake District and Scotland, 
including Ben Nevis and Ben 
Cruachan.

And last Thursday Liam was 
at the Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team base to hand over the 
proceeds of his endeavour to 
team members. 

In return, he was gifted a 
framed picture message of 
thanks from the team and his 
own mountain rescue team 

Team leader Damon Powell 
said: ‘We are extremely grateful 
for every donation but we feel 
this one is special.

‘It was fantastic to see Liam 
complete his challenge and we 
all thought it was an astonishing 
achievement for someone so 
young.’

Liam, who lives at Inverawe, 
near Taynuilt, asked his parents 

Lorn Lines

RBS business relationship managers Alex O’Brien, left, and 
Danny MacRae hand over the cheque to Mary’s Meals’ Marie 

Rowan, Michelle MacLennan and Heather Bennett. 15_t40marys01

Friday visited shop manager 
Marie Rowan and volunteers 
to hand over their cheque.

Danny said: ‘The experience 
was very worthwhile and I 
didn’t appreciate the amount 
of voluntary work that goes on 
behind the scenes.

‘We enjoyed helping 
Mary’s Meals to raise funds 
to continue with its valuable 
work.’

The Dalmally-based Mary’s 
Meals currently provides 
school meals for more than 
750,000 children in 16 
countries around the world.

One of the images captured by members of Oban 
Photographic Club. 

knowledge but the common 
factor is enthusiasm for the art 
of photography – the buzz of 
capturing a pleasing image. 

‘And it’s much more diverse 
and interesting nowadays 
with digital technology. Our 
new winter programme aims 
to let you see the work of 
other photographers, try the 
competitions with your best 
images and most of all learn 
new skills – get the most out 
of that new digital camera.’

now written to the developer as 
well as Argyll and Bute Council 
to ask for a fresh look at how 

proposals.

community council’s secretary, 
Les Stewart, said: ‘My concern 
is that while this is obviously 

-
tion as far as the immediate 
community is concerned, 
might it not mean that adjacent 
communities, who have no 
renewable energy projects 
on their doorstep,  might feel 
disadvantaged.’

the meeting he offered his 
resignation ‘with deep regret’ 
and had found it ‘incredibly 

administration’.

whole of Argyll and Bute it is a 
huge disappointment the SNP are 
not to be part of this incoming 
group. They have delivered some 
great things since the election.’

He added: ‘I wish the new 
administration well. Let this be 
the start of a new day for Argyll 

and Bute and a new way of 
working. 

‘You don’t have to like one 
another but you do have to work 
with one another. I feel at this 
moment in time my work is 
done.’

The new administration is 
a partnership of Independent, 
Liberal Democrat and 
Conservative councillors and 
sees Ellen Morton take up the 
post of depute leader.

Incoming council leader Dick 

Walsh told the meeting: ‘From 
today there is an opportunity 
for us all to focus on what needs 
to be done collectively and 
individually.

‘We’re here and quite willing 
to support the people we’re here 

are willing to embrace members 
who are willing to work in the 
best interests of the people of 
Argyll and Bute.

if we could do this collectively, 

if we can put the recent  past 
behind us.’ All lead councillors 
lost their roles as part of the new 
deal and a new steering group has 
been set up, consisting of Dick 
Walsh, Ellen Morton, Duncan 
MacIntyre, Gary Mulvaney, 
Dougie Philand, Robin Currie 
and Vivien Dance, to decide on 
roles for senior councillors.

Councillor Currie has also 
taken over as chairman of the 
planning committee and Argyll 
and Bute Licensing Board on 

an interim basis, with Alex 
McNaughton as vice chairman in 
both, also on an interim basis.

Council appointments to the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (COSLA) were 
also brought to an end and 
replaced, on an interim basis, by 
councillors Walsh, Ellen Morton 
and Duncan MacIntyre. 

The roles of provost, depute 
provost and chairmen and women 
of area committees remain 
unchanged at the moment.

New council administration 
ends months of uncertainty

Eight-year-old Liam Keats drops off his cheque to Oban Mountain Rescue Team chairman John 
Peden, left, and committee member Rich Abell. 15_t40liam01

to help him organise the Summer 
of Summits following an incident 
on Ben Cruachan last year when 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
was searching for a missing 
climber on Ben Cruachan.

When the team found his body, 
Liam was in the company of the 
man’s grandson, who had been 
staying at Brander Lodge, run 
by Liam’s grandfather.

After handing over the cheque 
last week Liam said: ‘It was fun 
to visit the station and meet the 
team. 

‘It was an awesome feeling to 
hand over the cheque to a very 
important cause.’

Asked about his Summer 
of Summits adventure, Liam 
replied: ‘It was hard and tiring, 
but fun.’

The Taynuilt Primary School 
pupil’s biggest challenge was 
the UK’s highest mountain, 
Ben Nevis, in hot and humid 
conditions that deterred some of 
the other climbers from reaching 
the summit that day.

Liam’s summer was complete 
when he received a message of 
congratulations from his hero, 
the adventurer and television 
personality Bear Grylls.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

details for £122,259,122 of 

year under the Spotlight on 
Spend scheme. Some £1,246,327 
is not accounted for as it went 
on things under the £1,000 
threshold.

is £238,365 to AECOM for 
engineering consultancy services 
for the CHORD project.

AECOM’s fee included 
£59,639.96 for work on the Oban 
Bay project and £65,086.54 
for services to the Lorn Arc 
scheme. 

The company also received 
almost £100,000 for projects 

in Campbeltown while URS 
Corporation Ltd was paid 
£284,782 for the Campbeltown 
New Quay Expansion.

The council also spent £217,163 
on taxi services with the bulk 
on school transport although 
£2,126 was paid for transporting 
payslips and banking cash.

The website detailing the 
expenditure lists £1,300 as 
being spent on chauffeur driven 
cars. A spokeswoman for the 

was actually spent on the Gaelic 
Weekly News Digest, a service 
which collates newspaper stories 

related to Gaelic and circulates 
them to schools and teachers as 
a learning resource.

Biggest expenditure was 
£28,207,171 on social community 
care followed by construction 
costs of £22,318,414.

Roddy McCuish, leader of 
Argyll and Bute Council, said: 
‘We know how important it is 

in the way the council uses its 
budgets on their behalf. 

‘The Spotlight on Spend 
website presents information 
clearly and simply, and is a 
great way to keep the public 
informed.’Call for windfarm   

Liam, 8, scales 
the heights 
for mountain 
rescue team
Liam climbs equivalent 
of Mount Everest

Authority spends more than £200,000 on 
public relations, image and marketing 

AN OBAN man has been 
remanded in custody accused 
of assault to severe injury and 

abduction.
Darren MacIntyre, 38, made 

no plea or declaration during the 
petition hearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

MacIntyre was committed 
for further examination and is 
expected to appear in court for 
another private hearing today 
(Thursday).

CHILDREN in the Highlands 
are more obese than elsewhere 
in Scotland, according to NHS 
Highland’s director of public 
health.

Margaret Somerville told a 
board meeting on Tuesday there 
are higher rates of obese and 
overweight children at primary 
one level in the Highlands than 
across Scottish as a whole and 
that these rates have remained 
steady for the last four years.

Her report states: ‘One of the 
key public health challenges 
for children and young people 
of school age is achieving and 
maintaining a healthy weight. 

‘Approximately 24 per cent of 
P1 children in NHS Highland in 
2011/12 had a Body Mass Index 
(BMI) above the 85th centile.’ 

The 85th centile is the upper-
most range for a healthy weight, 
the national average for the 
amount of children above this 
weight is 21 per cent.

The report adds: ‘The causes 
of overweight and obesity are 
complex, resulting from a com-
bination of biology, behaviour 
and environment. 

provide a single explanation 
of the higher trends in BMI in 
Highland children compared to 
the rest of Scotland. 

‘Actions to encourage healthy 
weight are clear, but not easy 
to implement: environmental 
and cultural changes are needed 
along with education to support 
behavioural change to improve 
diet and physical activity levels.’

Highland
child
obesity
warning

Oban man
accused of assault 
and abduction

Newsdesk 
01631 568000

FOOTBALL legend Ally McCoist will be 
served with an enforcement notice to remove 

Argyll home without planning permission.
Mr McCoist, manager of Rangers Football 

Club, and neighbour James Kean have been 
told to take down walls they built on the 
foreshore of their homes at Ardnagowan in St 
Catherines, Cowal. The pair’s retrospective 
planning application - for rock armour, a tidal 
breakwater, built with gabion baskets and bol-
lards erected on a slipway - was unanimously 

rejected by Argyll and Bute councillors last 
Wednesday.

Mr McCoist and Mr Kean said the break-
water structure was to prevent tidal damage 
and erosion to the shore and nearby road, 

of ‘exclusivity’ and denied people access to 
the beach. Speaking at the Planning Protective 
Services and Licensing Committee, planning 

public access.’

However Stuart Chalmers, a legal representa-
tive to Mr Kean, said the men built the break-
water after the public road, which provides 
access to their properties, ‘caved in’. ‘There 
is absolutely no desire to deny public access,’ 
he added.  Mr Chalmers said his client would 
‘vigorously appeal’ the planning decision as the 
council had failed to recognise the necessity of 
protecting the sea wall and public road.

A separate retrospective planning application 
for the installation of a pontoon alongside the 
existing slipway was approved. 
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Fort squad 
stretched to the 
limit as they
lose six at Brora 

SHINTY

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Big scores in Ali 
Young League

FORT William put in a brave 
display away to runaway 
Highland League leaders Brora 
Rangers on Saturday but ended 
up losing 6-1.

Manager Danny Colon had 
just 12 players available for the 
game, with 16 year-old Lewis 
Morrison the only available 
substitute.

After the match Conlon also 
revealed two of his players, 
Barna Tott and debutant Darren 
Buchan, and had been struck 

and climbed out their sick beds 
to play in the game.

Despite the setbacks, Fort took 

when former Brora player Gary 
Farquhar poked home at the 
back post.

But the joy was short-lived as 
the home side hit back hard, and 
were 5-1 up by halftime.

Fort’s players could have 
been forgiven for wondering 
if last season’s 12-2 loss at the 
same venue was about to be 
repeated. But they didn’t buckle 
and battled in the second half, 
only conceding to a top drawer 
Richie Hart free kick.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘We started well, and when we 
scored I said to the other guys in 
the dugout ‘I hope that’s not just 
wakened them up’.

‘But I think it did. After that 
they had a very impressive 20 
minute spell when they were 
unplayable.

‘Considering what we had 
available, I’ve got to be pleased 
with the second half perform-
ance.’

Fort were scheduled to 
welcome Cove Rangers to 
Claggan this Saturday, but the 
game has been postponed due 
to Cove’s involvement in the 
Scottish Cup second round.

FORT William will be playing 
in the National League Division 
One next season despite manag-
ing a credible 1-1 draw away 

Saturday.
Fort went into the game know-

was practically already sealed, 
and with results elsewhere 
going against them even a win 
over Lovat would not have been 
enough to save them.

In the end, it was a lack of goals 
that hurt Fort William, with their 
tally of 18 in 18 games the lowest 
in the league.

Gary Innes - who missed much 
of the season due to his musical 

got his season off to the perfect start with a 
hard fought win against Ethan Cascarino in 
Inverness on Saturday night.

The top-of-the-bill senior middleweight 
clash had the crowd in the Ironworks in a 

Watson initially kept distance from his 
shorter opponent  while whipping in hooks 
to body and head. Occasionally he would 

success with his powerful hooks but in the 
main Watson controlled the action. 

The second round saw the Lochaber 
boxer land some strong combinations to 
body and head but Cascarino tried to match 
the pace and the match began to build to a 
crescendo. 

Knowing he was behind the Inverness 

THERE was some big 

of the Ali Young indoor football 
league at the Nevis Centre 
on Sunday, with The Janis B 
Team’s 16-2 win over Caol 
United giving them the early 
advantage.

Some 14 teams are taking part 
this year, and new boys AFC 
Distillery put down a marker 
with an impressive 12-2 win 
over Kentallen.

Another new side, With 
Ourselves, ran out 9-3 winners 
over Portowcy, while Lochaber 
Leisure downed Ballachulish 
3-1.

The night’s other games saw 
Goon Squad, HWE Energy and 
Caol Cosmos record 3-0 wins 
against Bayern Brew, Livercaol 
and Ali Young respectively. 

Banff RFC 8
Lochaber RFC 35

LOCHABER sealed another 
bonus point win in an impres-
sive display against Banff last 
Saturday.

Despite being relatively slow-
starters so far this season, the 
Fort William side raced into an 
eight point lead with a penalty 
from Kenny Turnbull and a try 
from Conor Taylor. 

However, Banff came back 
strongly and were soon ahead 
after some sustained pressure.

The second-half began as a 
very tight affair, with Lochaber 

defence but with no success. 
It took until the hour mark for 
Conor Taylor to crash over the 
whitewash again, after good 
work by Jack Ringland, to 
restore Lochaber’s lead.

Unfortunately, one of the 
Banff players suffered a serious 
leg injury in the build-up to the 
try, which resulted in an hour 
long delay to complete the last 
15 minutes of the match. 

And when play was resumed, 
the away side took the ascend-
ency. A Kenny Turnbull penalty 
extended the lead before a try 
each for Keith Garrick and Ben 
Leon sealed the bonus point. 

In the last play of the game, and 
with Banff probing for a conso-

THE NEW season for Fort 
William Table Tennis club gets 
under this Monday in the Nevis 
Centre.

The club welcomes players of 
all levels and abilities, with the 
evening starting at 6.30pm and 
running till 9pm.

For more information, contact 
Jim Hinchley on 01397 706060.

Railway Bowling Club’s last competition of the season, the Charity Pairs, was won by Helen Ross and Bill Clarke. Helen and Bill are 
pictured with runners up Jackie Davidson and Tam Rodgers, and event sponsor Christine Kane.

Saturday saw calm, bright conditions for the Loch Linnhe Swim 
as six competitors took to the chilly waters. Stuart Reid was the 
winner, taking advantage of the good conditions to complete 
the crossing from Treslaig to Lochaber Yacht Club in a time of 

17 minutes and 46 seconds. Fiona Thompson was second in 20 
minutes and 26 seconds, with Marie Meldrum third in 21 minutes 

and 14 seconds. Completing the field were organiser Morag 
Hughes, Neil Wordsall and Katie Wordsall. 20_f40loch02

Fort forward Daniel Stewart battles with Lovat’s Michael MacKenzie during the 1-1 draw at Balgate.   f40fort01

Fort William 

life in League 
Division One

career - and Daniel Stewart were 
the only two players to grab 
more than two goals, with each 

The An Aird men got off to a 
poor start against Lovat, who 
had already secured a second 

Premiership.
The home side took the lead 

with just three minutes on the 
clock when Kevin Bartlett put 
the ball in the back of the net.

But Fort heads didn’t go down, 
and they got back level on 25 
minutes. Bryan Simpson, who 
received a nasty cut on his face 
in the second half, scored his 
second goal of the season. 

As the game wore on both 
sides had chances but settled for 
a point.

Fort co-managers Victor Smith 

and Adi Robertson - key players 
for Fort during their Camanachd 
Cup winning glory years - are 
expected to stay in charge as 
they look to plot their way back 
to the premiership.

The 2014 season will see Fort 
battle local rivals Kilmallie, 
Beauly, Caberfeidh, Oban Ca-
manachd, Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
Bute and Glenorchy to get back 
into shinty’s top tier.

Smith and Robertson had to 
make do with a number of Fort’s 
top players being unavailable 
for one reason or another, but 
the experience picked up by the 
more youthful members of the 
squad should stand them in good 
stead for next season.

Co-managers expected to stay 
in charge at the relegated club

TABLE TENNIS
New season starts

Home show for Phoenix boxers on Saturday
boxer came out like a whirlwind in the last 
but Watson stood his ground and the deci-
sion went his way.

bill, with light heavyweight Angus Ander-
son making his debut.

Unanimous win
The 15 year-old showed good strength and 

power against Ali MacLeod, pinning his 
opponent to the ropes with straight punches 
before working downstairs with hooks as he 
went on to record a unanimous win.

Kein Johnstone took on Inverness’s Darrel 
Russell and was in charge for much of the 

Robbie Hall faced Grant Bailey who had 
previously defeated Hall last season. The 

was a deserved victor.
Dan Nixon’s bout with Liam Laird, 

however, was called off after one round 
when the Lochaber youngster complained 
of feeling unwell.

performances were a boost in the lead up to 
the club’s home show this Saturday.

‘We have 10 of our own boxers competing 
with at least 12 bouts scheduled. We have 
two current Scottish champions competing, 
Ryan Watson has not been defeated in over 
18 months, we have four boys competing 
in the Scottish novice championships in 
a fortnight and there are some really big 
punchers on show.’

BOXING

lation, Ben Leon intercepted a 
pass and raced the length of the 
pitch to complete the win.

Captain Mike McLeish 
said: ‘This was another great 
performance for the guys, and I 
am delighted to secure another 
bonus point win. 

‘Although the game was 
interrupted due to the injury, we 

showed great determination to 
win the match. We wish all the 
best to the Banff player in his 
recovery.

‘We have Shetland at Black 
Parks this Saturday and it would 
be great to see a good crowd 
down to support the lads.’

RUGBY

Bonus point win for Lochaber 
after impressive win at Banff

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain at times
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, October 3, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.40   3.7 10.39 1.0 16.47       3.9        23.16     1.0
Fri  05.13 3.8 11.12 0.8 17.20       4.0        23.46     0.9     
Sat  05.44 3.9 11.46 0.7 17.51       4.1         **.**       *.*
Sun  00.16 0.8 06.10 4.0 12.21       0.6       18.20      4.1
Mon  00.48 0.7 06.40 4.0 12.58 0.6         18.52     4.1
Tues       01.23      0.8  07.14 3.9 13.39 0.7 19.29      3.9
Wed  02.02   0.9 07.54 3.8 14.24 0.9 20.10       3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

13

14

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12
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