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The town just loves it as shinty puts on a showstopper TIMESLINE
Loch group face 
court legal costs

Town in mourning 
over Alan’s death

Setting the scene 
for Holyrood MSPs

Radio tribute for 
accordionist Colin

THE council is waiting to hear 
how much it will receive in le-
gal costs following the judicial 
review raised by Friends of 
Loch Etive (FoLE). 

FoLE claimed permission to 
expand a Dawnfresh fi sh farm 
had been granted unlawfully 
and took Argyll and Bute coun-
cil  to the Court of Session. 

A council spokesman said: 
‘The council is currently prepar-
ing an account of legal costs for 
recovery from FoLE.’

THE death of Oban restaurateur 
Alan MacLeod on Thursday  
has been met with sadness 
throughout the town’s busi-
ness community.

The loss of Alan, an active 
and outspoken advocate of the 
seaside town, will be deeply 
felt throughout the west coast. 
Turn to page three for full story. 

ARGYLL-based artist, Jolo-
mo, John Lowrie Morrison, 
has gifted four paintings to 
the Scottish parliament. 

He was accompanied at the 
presentation on Tuesday by 
Highlands and Islands MSP, 
Jamie McGrigor.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘It is great 
to see paintings of Machriha-
nish, Tobermory and Iona in 
the art collection.’  

OBAN FM radio station paid 
tribute to accordionist, 
Colin Campbell, on Tuesday 
evening with a show dedicat-
ed to the town musician.

Colin, who died on Septem-
ber 6, was revered in tradi-
tional Scottish music circles. 

SHINTY fever was in the air on 
Saturday as more than 3,000 
travelling supporters descended 
on Oban’s Mossfi eld stadium for 
shinty’s showpiece occasion - the 
Camanachd Cup fi nal. 

Kyles Athletic fans mingled hap-
pily with Lovat supporters as the 
teams battled it out for the sport’s 
most-coveted prize.

Underdogs Lovat eventually 
triumphed over the much-fancied 

Kyles 2-1 in a compelling, dramatic 
encounter. 

The celebrations continued late 
into the night, with the trium-
phant Kiltarlity side’s team bus 
making it back to the village just 

after midnight. There were a few 
sore heads on Sunday morning as 
Lovat fans celebrated the team’s 
fi rst cup win since 1953.

For a full match report and pic-
ture special, see page 27.

OBAN DOG WALKER SAYS IT’S TIME TO SCRAP PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT GANAVAN SANDS AS SHE TEARS UP TICKET 

Campaigner Doreen takes 
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A CAMPAIGNER against car 
parking charges at an Oban 
beauty spot said she will not pay 
a £60 parking fine - and urges 
other people to do the same.

Doreen MacLeod, who re-
ceived a ticket last week for park-
ing her car earlier in the month 
at Ganavan Sands, paid the fine 
but then decided to cancel the 
cheque.

After speaking to her lawyer 
and taking advice from friends 
and family, Mrs MacLeod is de-
termined to make a stand against 
the penalty.

She has been at the forefront 
of a campaign to challenge the 
legitimacy of Argyll and Bute 
council’s right to charge for 
parking at the popular beach. 

Mrs MacLeod, a carer, has 
argued that the imposition of 
parking charges runs counter to 

the terms of the original bequest 
which stated that Ganavan Sands 
was for the use of the people of 
Oban.

She said: ‘I was not causing any 
problems, merely taking my dogs 
out for a walk. 

‘To me, it is unbelievable that 
a man and a van can come out 
from Oban in the middle of 
September on a Sunday to issue a 
parking ticket to a car that was in 
a near empty area. Five hundred 
other cars could have parked in 
the Ganavan area.

‘I am a senior Oban resident 
and current legislation requires 
me, and others in a similar posi-
tion, to pay £365 a year to walk 
our dogs at Ganavan. 

‘If money is needed so desper-
ately, then I would suggest the 
introduction of a permit with 
a fixed price - say £20 for six 
months. 

‘One hundred people paying 
that every half year would bring 

in £4,000 a year for the council. 
It is past the time that Oban 
officials got real. 

‘The situation at Ganavan is a 
disgrace and requires an urgent, 
realistic review, in order that 

RUMOURS that regular 
ferry-users would miss out 
on refunds for multi-journey 
tickets have been quashed by 
operator CalMac.

With Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) being rolled out across 
the CalMac ferry network, 
the company is discontinuing 
multi-journey tickets to stand-
ardised fares. 

Islanders from Mull, Coll 
and Tiree feared they would 
miss out on refunds when the 
new RET fares tariffs are 
introduced  in October.

But CalMac confirmed on 
Tuesday that customers will be 

FISHERMEN accused of 
using ‘dangerous’ methods 
to catch shellfish in illegal 
waters off the coast of Argyll, 
may have a legal battle on 
their hands with enforcement 
officers.  

A vessel was intercepted 
on September 10 by Marine 
Scotland officers in the Sound 
of Jura, where collecting or 
harvesting shellfish is illegal.

The intelligence-led op-
eration, in partnership with 
Argyll and Bute council, led 
to the seizure of a significant 
quantity of razor clams.

Because the waters are not 

Ferry operators pledge to 
honour multi-ticket refund 

Fishermen’s catch seized 

locals and visitors can enjoy this 
beautiful part of Oban.’

In a letter to council officers, 
she stated: ‘The ticket machine 
was out of order for a day or so, 
including the morning of Friday, 
September 11. 

‘I presumed if would be Mon-
day before the machine was fixed 
and therefore I did not pay the £1 
for a ticket.

‘I arrived at approximately 
10.25am on Sunday (13/9/15) to 
take my dogs for a walk, as is my 
custom. I returned about an hour 
later to find the ticket on my car.

Claiming that the information 
on car parking boards is either 
missing or incorrect at Ganavan, 
the former CalMac worker 
said: ‘The point of contact on 
the board is Kilbowie House (a 
council office that closed more 
than five years ago) which is no 
longer appropriate.

She continued: ‘I would point 
out that there are numerous 

able to use their current book 
of multi-journey tickets up 
until October 26. 

A spokesman said: ‘Any 
remaining tickets after these 
dates will be refunded at no 
charge to the customer.’

CalMac’s head of ticketing 
and reservations, Alan Hood 
said: ‘Although we normally 
charge a £10 administration 
fee for anyone looking to 
cash in unused multi-journey 
tickets, this will not apply.’

Ferry fares will now mean 
vehicles crossing from Oban 
to Mull will pay £16.45 rather 
than £56.65 for a return trip.

The situation 
at Ganavan 
is a disgrace 
and requires 
an urgent, 
realistic 
review
 ”

Doreen MacLeod

discrepancies at Ganavan, 
namely there are no parking 
bays in which to park. There is 
no monitoring of the rule that 
vehicles should not be occupied 
overnight, as has happened all 
summer with campervans.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘Effective traf-
fic management is about keeping 
Argyll and Bute moving.

‘Parking restrictions are in 
force in areas with yellow lines, 
pay and display bays, loading 
and unloading areas, disabled 
bays, limited waiting areas and 
off-street parking areas. 

‘If anyone is unsure they should 
check what is on the sign which 
applies to the place where they 
are parking.’

The council confirmed that last 
year it had issued 9,372 parking 
tickets, of which 4,009 origi-
nated in Oban. There were 868 
non-payers  who were reported 
to sheriff’s officers.

FINE MESS: Doreen MacLeod 
says the council has got it wrong 
over parking at Ganavan Sands

CUP JOY: Lovat captain, Dan 
Grieve, bears the cup aloft and 
(right) the moment of victoryBLUE IS THE COLOUR: Kyles supporters get into the mood before the start of the game

currently classified, the shell-
fish seized in the incident may 
be poisonous.

Holyrood Fisheries secre-
tary, MSP Richard Lochhead, 
confirmed the fishermen were 
suspected of using dangerous 
‘electro-fishing’ techniques, 
which involves stunning clams 
with electricity and lifting 
them from the seabed.

Police Scotland had previ-
ously estimated that clams 
worth tens of thousands of 
pounds were being illegally 
fished from Argyll, although 
this claim was contested by the 
shellfish industry. 

For your free, no obligation, 
initial assessment contact 

Wallace Optometrists 
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban 

Tel: 01631 563170

Do You Suffer From Sore, 
Gritty or Red Eyes?
Are Your Eyelids 

Do Your Eyes Feel Dry or 

A Computer?

Do You Use Comfort Drops 

If you answer yes to any of the above 

questions then Wallace Optometrists can help. 

Our specialist Dry Eye Clinic is dedicated to 

using leading edge treatments for dry eyes 

and blepharitis. Traditional methods using 

comfort drops or antibiotics can help treat 

the symptoms but seldom deal with the 

underlying causes of your discomfort. 

Recently introduced treatments only available at 

Wallace Optometrists now deal with the causes 

of your discomfort as well as your symptoms.

Yes No
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Hebridean Beauty 
candle reader offer

contracts offer

support in pink

TIMESLINE
Islanders dig deep 
to help refugees

Town’s old shops 
going on the map

George Street to 
have 20mph limit

Buy a brick to 
help build hall

No review is necessary for new 
high school plans - government

Money raised 

THE UK’s biggest pink fundraiser 
is calling on supporters across the 
country to ditch day-to-day colours 
and pull on some pink to raise money 
for Breast Cancer Now’s life-saving 
breast cancer research on Friday, 
October 23.

Jamie McGrigor, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands, has shown his 
support for women with breast cancer 
by dressing up in pink.

And he is encouraging his constit-
uents to take part in Breast Cancer 
Now’s flagship fundraiser, Wear it 
Pink, next month.

He joined fellow parliamentarians in 
wearing pink at Holyrood last week to 
encourage people across Scotland to 
get involved. 

MULLlines

THE £24million Oban high 
school project was given the 
green light last week.

Argyll and Bute council 
granted planning permission 
for the new school in August, 
but had to refer its decision to 
the Scottish government after 
the Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) objected to the plan.

The HSE said the new school 
was within the outer blast zone 
of a nearby natural gas storage 
plant. But the Scottish govern-
ment has given the new school 
plan the ‘all-clear’. 

Policy lead for the council’s 
planning and regulatory 
services, councillor David Kin-
niburgh, welcomed this news, 
saying: ‘This is good news for 
people in and around Oban, 
meaning the project can move 
forward. 

‘We are delighted the Scottish 
government has endorsed 
the decision of the planning 
committee. The focus of the 
council’s planning service is 
on making things happen, sup-
porting sustainable economic 
growth and regeneration. 

‘In trying to attract people and 
investment to the area quality 
facilities for educating our 

young people are a must.’
Councillor Rory Colville, 

policy lead for education and 
lifelong learning, said: ‘We are 
focussed on providing young 
people in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles with the best possible start 
in life and delivering a new 
school fit for the 21st century. 

‘Everyone involved in educat-
ing and supporting our young 
people is committed to realising 
the council’s ambition to make 
Argyll and Bute a place people 
choose to live, learn, work and 
do business.

‘A new school will help to equip 
our children for the future; 
providing them with a fabulous 

facility in which they can learn 
and succeed, be ambitious and 
realise their full potential. 

‘This is one part of an 
ambitious £74 million invest-
ment programme which will 
also provide new schools for 
children in Dunoon, Kirn and 
Campbeltown.’

The council is allocating £13 
million to this project, with the 
remainder of the £24 million 
cost being funded through the 
Scottish government’s Schools 
for the Future programme.

The capacity of the new school 
allows for an increasing number 
of pupils, based on school roll 
forecasts and local development 

plan actions. The project is 
being taken forward by Hub 
North Scotland Ltd., in part-
nership with the council and 
will see the current school site 
undergo significant changes 
over the next three years. 

The new building will be 
constructed on the grass rugby 
pitch at the current school site, 
with the 3G pitch remaining in 
use throughout.

Once the new building is 
completed, pupils will move in 
and the old buildings will be 
demolished, freeing up much 
needed social space for pupils 
and improved bus drop-off and 
car parking provision. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN Communities Trust, 
based in The Rockfi ed Cen-
tre, is putting together a map 
constructed of popular shops 
from the 1940s and 1950s in 
the town.

The trust’s oral history pro-
ject would like to know what 
businesses residents remem-
ber most from the period.

For further information or 
to get in touch, email herit-
age@obancommunitiestrust.
org.uk

A SMALL specialist 
diving company based 
on Mull has picked up an 
award from the Crown Es-
tates after only two years 
in business.

The company, MDive, 
has grown rapidly since it 
started trading in 2013.

With 15 staff, it provides 
a whole range of diver 
services around the west 
coast of Scotland. 

With clients from across 
the aquaculture sector, 
they also provide salvage, 
retrieval, mooring inspec-
tion and repairs. 

Continued plans to 
invest in staff development 
and new equipment, will 
see real opportunities to 
expand their range of ser-
vices and develop a wider 
range of clients.

Commenting on its 
success, the company’s 
commercial director, Mur-
do Smith, said: 

‘MDive has grown 
rapidly over the past few 
years and our continued 
investment in our staff and 

Award for diving company

TIREE residents have so far 
managed to raise £700 with 
more money and material 
donations arriving everyday for 
the Syrian refugee crisis. 

While the weather was par-
ticularly bad on a fundraising 
walk, with winds gusting up 
40mph, islanders managed to 
gather and walk Gott Bay. 

Islander Hannah Wright said: 
‘For such a small island the 
response has been wonderful.
People really do want their 
voices heard even from a 
remote island in the Atlantic.’

OBAN is one of fi ve towns in 
Scotland to introduce speed 
limits of 20mph as part of a 
safety experiment by Transport 
Scotland. The A85 at George 
Street will have the speed limit 
reduced, following a consulta-
tion between Transport Scot-
land, Argyll and Bute council 
and BEAR Scotland last year.  

Start and end dates have not 
yet been announced and it is 
not known how much of the 
A85 will be aff ected. 

NESTLED on the tiny but stunning island 
of Canna, Hebridean Beauty offers a hand- 
crafted and unique range of products, each 
inspired by the world-renowned waters which 
surround the shop. 

The natural abundance of rich wild flowers 
and plants available on the most westerly of 
the small isles has become the heart of Heb-
ridean Beauty’s products and the candles are 
no exception.

Handmade from organic soy on the island, 
the wax is poured into a re-usable glass and 
all scents have been inspired by the people, 
places and flora of Canna. 

Although the shop only opened in April, 
Hebridean Beauty is already popular on the 
mainland and the Oban Times is offering read-
ers the chance to sample a candle absolutely 
free. 

From the refreshing fragrance of Triagh 
Bhan (White Beach) to the fruity scents of 
Canna raspberry and peppercorn, each of the 
five different candles are as lovely as the next.

A free candle, worth £15, will be sent to all 
readers who take out a one-year subscription 
to our print edition. If that’s not enough, 12 
weekly editions of the newspaper will also be 
free, saving £13. 

So for just £44.68, to be paid by direct debit, 
you will receive a beautiful candle and a whole 
year of the Oban Times, the best-selling weekly 
newspaper in the West Highlands. 

To subscribe, just call 01371 851868 or visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscribe and quote 
OTNS0915. Terms and conditions apply. Price 
includes postage and packaging. 

AN HISTORIC journey was 
made on Saturday as a train 
pulled into Oban from the 
Borders for the first time, writes 
Steven Rae. 

The 11-coach, Scottish Railway 
Preservation Society (SRPS) 
train, chugged into Oban just 
after 1pm, having left the new 
Tweedbank Station at 4.37am. 

More than 400 passengers then 
departed at Oban railway station.

The journey was part of the new 
Borders Railway service, which 
was opened by The Queen on 
September 9. 

The route follows the old Wa-
verley Line, which once linked 
Edinburgh to Carlisle through 
the Scottish Borders, but was 
decommissioned in 1969. 

Now, for the first time in 46 
years, Borders rail passengers 
can travel on 30 miles of new 
track running from Tweedbank, 
just outside Galashiels to Edin-
burgh’s Waverley station.

Bill Wilson, train manager, is 
one of 25 volunteers who works 
for SRPS, which preserves 
Scotland’s railway heritage with 
members carrying out restora-

tion work on the society’s large 
collection of railway equipment.

He said: ‘It’s one of the most 
stunningly scenic routes in 
Scotland, up the west coast to the 
West Highlands. 

‘The scenery is fantastic, and 
Oban is a lovely town.’

The passengers were greeted 
by Kay Macdonald and Joe 
Rioch of Bids4Oban, as well as 
Oban-based councillor, Elaine 
Robertson.

They distributed fliers which 
welcomed people to the town and 
provided tourist information. 

THE ANNUAL North Argyll 
die cast model show was held at 
the Victory Hall in Benderloch 
recently, raising almost £500 for 
Oban Mountain Rescue. 

Different models from exhib-
itors on Saturday, September 
12 and Sunday, September 13, 
were on display from enthusi-
asts as far away as Wick. An 
arts and crafts sale was held in 
conjunction with the show.

In total, £490 was raised for 
Oban Mountain Rescue, and 
£300 for Victory Hall funds. 
The club wishes to thank Ben 
Lora Cafe, Oban Express, Mac-
Queen Bros, Flit, and Tralee 
Bay Holiday Park. 

ROLE MODELS:
One of the displays 
by Lorn Model and 
Model engineering 

club 15_t39models01

ARRIVING IN STYLE: Passengers on the Scottish Railway Preservation Society train left the new Tweedbank station in the Scottish Borders 
and travelled on the recently-opened Waverley line to Edinburgh before heading north to Oban

equipment has enabled 
us to widen our services 
and ensure that we meet 
the needs of our growing 
client base. 

‘We recognise that, as a 
small company working 
from Mull, it is vital we 
show commitment to our 
staff and that working 
together we can build a 
stronger more successful 
business over the coming 
years. This recognition of 
our achievement to date, 
and of our plans for the 
future, is testament to the 

hard work of all of those 
who have played their part 
in MDive over these past 
years.’

PRIZE: Helen Dewar of 
MDive receives the award 
from John Swinney, MSP

ISLANDERS are being 
asked to Buy-a-Brick to 
help get a brand new scout 
and guide hall built in 
Tobermory.

The old scout hall has 
fallen into disrepair, but 
the clubs for youngsters 
are booming and the com-
munity has already raised 
£12,500.

Lynne Macleod, one of 
those involved with the 
project, said: ‘Planning 
permission has now been 
granted for a scout and 
guide hall in Tobermory, 
which is is being designed 
by local man, Bari Reid.’ 

Organisers say they are 
‘very excited’ and have re-
launched the Buy-a-Brick 
scheme which has already 
raised over £580. 

Lynne added: ‘The bricks 
cost £10 and to buy one go 
to www.justgiving.com/
Tobermory-Scout-Hall-
Isle-of-Mull or watch out 
for leaflets being delivered 
to homes. At present we 
have raised £12,500 from 
our fundraising efforts 
and we were delighted to 
receive £10,000 from the 
Kenny MacIntyre Fund.

‘Our hall is a vital part to 
our local community and 
we now have a very active 
guiding and scouting 
movement in the area and 
it is also used weekly by 
our local keep fit guru, 
Carol Blakely, who has got 
us all motivated with her 
variety of classes.

‘The hall is often used 
for birthday parties, bingo 
evenings and community 
meetings. We still have 
a long way to reach our 
target and we will continue 
with our fundraising and 
grant applications. If you 
help in any way please con-
tact jackie@mullmedia.
com.’

FIXED hour contracts will be offered 
to home care staff currently on zero 
hour contracts, Argyll and Bute 
Council has confirmed.

In a historic move, those on existing 
zero hour contracts will be offered a 
permanent contract for a minimum 
number of fixed hours based upon an 
average of their weekly hours over the 
last year.

A zero hour contract is one between 
an employer and an employee where 
the employee is not obliged to accept 
any work offered and the employer is 
not obliged to provide any minimum 
working hours.

The council’s policy lead for health 
and social care integration, councillor 
Mary Jean Devon, said: ‘While some 
people will prefer zero hour contracts 
because it gives them flexibility about 
when they want to work, other people 
prefer a consistency of hours.

‘This is a welcome announcement 
and will provide our home care staff 
with the option to choose the right 
contract for their circumstances. 

‘It also shows the council’s commit-
ment to making a career in health 
and social care an attractive and 
rewarding option.’

Wednesday 30th September,  

12 noon – 7pm

Three Villages Hall, Arrochar,  

Argyll & Bute, G83 7AB

 

Thursday 1st October,  

12 noon – 7pm

Crianlarich Village Hall,  

Main Street, Crianlarich,  

Perthshire, FK20 8QN

A82 Tarbet to Inverarnan upgrade
Preferred route option

Public Exhibitions
Public exhibitions are being held by Transport Scotland at 
various locations to give the public the opportunity to see the 
preferred route option for the A82 from Tarbet to Inverarnan 
following route option assessment work.

For further information on the project, and to view the exhibition material online 
(available from 30 September), please visit: www.transportscotland.gov.uk/
project/a82-tarbet-inverarnan-upgrade

 
to help inform its further development.

 
the assessment process and the preferred option, and to answer any questions.

Details of the exhibitions are as follows:

Friday 2nd October,  

2pm – 7pm

Kilmore & Oban Parish Church Centre,  

Glencruitten Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4DN

 

Tuesday 6th October,  

12 noon – 7pm

Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church Hall,  

The Parade, Fort William,  

Inverness-shire, PH33 6BA
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KEBABISH Curry 
House in Oban has 
added the 2015 Eat 
Safe Award from Food 
Standards Scotland and 
Argyll Bute council to 
its long list of accolades. 
 Having already won 
this prize back in 2012, 
along with a Healthy 
Living Award and a Best 
Takeaway, Scottish Cur-
ry Award for three years 
running, Kebabish is the 
only Pakastani/Indian 
takeaway in Scotland to 
have garnered the tri-
fecta of all three coveted 
awards. 

The Eat Safe Award 
recognises businesses 

that strive for food 
hygiene and safety 
management standards 
over and above those 
required by law. Owner 
Shaukat Chaudhry said: 
‘We’ve worked hard 
for this most recent 
award, keeping all the 
principles that Food 
Standards Scotland are 
looking for.’

This recent prize joins 
Kebabish’s Healthy 
Living Award sponsored 
by NHS Scotland, which 
rewards businesses who 
make it easier for their 
customers to make more 
healthy food choices. 

His brother, Hashmat 

Ali, who heads the 
kitchen, uses local pro-
duce whenever possible, 
along with other highest 
quality and healthy 
ingredients in the most 
hygienic of conditions. 

‘You must serve 
more than 50 per cent 
certified healthy dishes 
in your menu, and we 
exceed that standard by 
producing more than 
half of our dishes using 
only healthy ingredients 
and preparation meth-
ods’ Shaukat said. ‘We 
use sunflower oil in-
stead of ghee, as well as 
minimal salt and sugar 
in our cooking. We use 

low fat ingredients such 
as mayonnaise and yo-
gurt, along with low fat 
cheese on our pizzas.’ 

Kebabish offers a 
variety of classical 
dishes from India and 
Pakistan, as well as a 
full selection of kebabs 
and local favourites such 
as burgers and pizzas. 

‘We are proud to pro-
vide healthy food to the 
Oban community since 
2007’, said Shaukat.

Visit kebabishcurry-
house.com, ring 01631 
566 885 or visit them at 
99 George Street, with 
takeaway and home 
delivery available.

Kebabish Curry House serves up another 
success as it brings home Eat Safe Award

RECIPE FOR SUCCESS: owner Shaukat Chaudhry and his son, Danyal Ali Chaudhry, have added the 2015 
Eat Safe Award from Food Standards Scotland and Argyll Bute council to their list of accolades

FLAMBOYANT Oban entre-
preneur Alan MacLeod, the 
inspiration behind the critically 
acclaimed Ee-usk restaurant, 
died last week, aged 73, after a 
short illness.

Alan MacLeod, who has been 
praised for his work as a sea-
food ‘pioneer’ and a passionate 
advocate for Oban - was also 
known to many as a wonderful 
family man who doted on his 
family and his pet dog, Bella.

People from all over Scotland, 
and further afield, were due 
to attend his funeral yesterday 
(Wednesday), in Eaglesham, 
East Renfrewshire.

Many will remember that 
around his table at either Ee-
usk  or Piazza on the North Pier 
on most mornings, a collection 
of local worthies and business- 
owners would gather sorting 
out the world’s problems over a 
copy of the Racing Post, and on 
a Thursday, the Oban Times.

Many ideas took shape around 
the table - Oban Forward, a 
precursor to BID4Oban, advice 
to the newly formed board of 
Oban Phoenix Cinema, Oban 
Bay Marina and various other 
campaigns to improve the town 
and the quality of the facilities 
and amenities for both tourists 
and locals.

One of his more controversial 
ideas was to erect a giant sculp-
ture of a fisherman throwing 
his net to the sea from the Pul-
pit Hill. It caused controversy 
in the town. His plan for the 
fisherman happened shortly 
before the idea for the Kelpies 
in Falkirk took solid form. 

The successful mix of bringing 

sustainable seafood and fine 
drinks was a novel one in the 
late 1980s. It happened by acci-
dent. Alan and his wife, Sheila, 
wanted their first Argyll pub to 
be a little busier. As Glasgow 
pub owners, Alan and Sheila 
were used to a hectic lifestyle. 

They had purchased the der-
elict pierhouse in Port Appin 
in 1987, but, despite a major 
refurbished in March 1988, 
Alan said trade was very quiet.

In a recent interview 
he explained: ‘We hadn’t 
expected to be run off our 
feet, but this was severe. We 
were losing money daily. 
It was Sheila’s idea to add fresh 
seafood to the menu. 

‘The wee creel boat that 
landed just 20 metres from us 
had the most amazing catch of 
langoustine and squat lobsters. 

‘We had already been serving 
some pub grub, but with Sheila’s 
addition of fresh seafood to the 
menu, business boomed.’

Between 1991 and 1993 the 
couple added 11 bedrooms 
to the pierhouse. They won 
awards, and were listed in the 
popular Egon Ronay guide 
and The Good Hotel Guide.
Daughter, Julie, and son, 
Callum, joined their parents to 
work in the hotel in the early 
1990s.

In 2001, the MacLeods 
opened Ee-usk, along with its 
sister restaurant, Piazza, on 
Oban’s North Pier, bringing 
iconic red roofs to the town. 

The restaurants have had 
pride of place on Oban’s North 
Pier winning global recognition 
ever since.

Alan is survived by Sheila, 
Callum and Julie and four 
grandchildren.

End of an era for 
town as it mourns 
‘pioneer’ Alan

Why search me, says man with 21 ecstasy pills 

Day care centre to take a modern approach 
as part of a major shake-up of services

Diluted deal still places island arts 
organisation in battle for survival

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

RESTAURATEUR EXTRAORDINAIRE: Alan MacLeod

A FORT William man has been 
found guilty of possessing 21 
ecstasy tablets. 

Samuel Warne, of Alma Road 
in the town, denied the charge 
but was found guilty following a 
trial in Fort William sheriff court 
last Wednesday (September 16). 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 

heard police had been carrying 
out a routine patrol in the early 
hours of September 6 last year, 
when they spotted the 26-year-
old and another man behaving 
‘suspiciously’ at Fort William’s 
Viewforth car park. 

When the officers got out of 
their car and approached the 
pair, police witnesses said they 
attempted to hide behind bins 
and saw something being passed 

to the accused by his acquaint-
ance. 

On searching Warne, originally 
from Cornwall, the police found 
a bag of 21 pink pills in his back 
pocket. 

When he took to the stand to 
give evidence in court, Warne 
didn’t deny having the drugs, 
which have a street value of £210,  
but said he had given the police 
no reason to search him.

He said: ‘I was walking to my 
house from High Street with 
someone I had been with earlier 
in the night. We stopped momen-
tarily and the police car pulled in 
with bright lights. Within seconds 
they came over and demanded to 
search me.’ 

Warne denied hiding from the 
police or anything being passed 
to him. 

But sheriff Davidson said he 

believed the evidence of two po-
lice witnesses and said they had 
reason to search Warne.

He added: ‘Ecstasy is danger-
ous. There have been too many 
cases of young people suffering 
fatal consequences as a result of 
ingesting it. This was extremely 
foolish.’

Sentencing was deferred on 
Warne until October 15 for back-
ground reports.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE future of one of Scotland’s 
foremost theatre and music 
companies still hangs in the bal-
ance after a crunch meeting on 
Tuesday evening saw islanders’ 
demands only partially delivered. 

Described as ‘watered down 
plans’ to make Comar, an 
umbrella organisation for Mull 
Theatre and music and arts 
venue An Tobar,  accountable 
to the community, an offer of 
either four or five islanders will 
be brought onto the management 
committee. And there was a con-
tinuation of the stay-of-execution 
for two controversial high-profile 
redundancies. But islanders 
agreed it was a step in the right 
direction.

Five members would give 
islanders an equal vote with cur-
rent directors but, at the time of 
going to press, only four seats on 
the board were made available.

In August, Mull and Iona res-

idents demanded that the threat 
of redundancy looming over two 
influential staff members, mu-
sical director, Gordon Maclean 
,and artistic director, Alasdair 
McCrone, was removed and 
called for the board of directors 
to resign. A shadow board was 
formed.

But a packed meeting on 
Tuesday night at the Aros Hall 
in Tobermory was told the 
demands of islanders ‘had to be 
compromised’ to comply with 
the conditions set by Creative 
Scotland,  the organisation that 
funds Comar.

Mull community council was 
told last week the shadow board 
believed that, due to an ‘overly 
tight budget’, after the group 
missed out on some of its ex-
pected grant funding, it would be 
impossible to re-employ the two 
men and balance the books. 

A report by shadow board 
member, Neil Hutton, ended by 
saying the current directors were 
‘detached, corporate and anony-

mous’. This was in direct conflict 
to the very reasons islanders 
wanted to save the unique nature 
of both An Tobar and Mull 
Theatre. 

Aladair McCrone told the 
meeting: ‘Everywhere we’ve 
been, we have met with the most 
tremendous support from audi-
ences, promoters, and press. 

‘There is huge backing for the 
work we’ve been doing for years 
and for how we do it. 

‘The actions of the Mull and 
Iona communities have struck 
a chord with so many others 
around the country who identify 
with this situation and under-
stand all that you are trying to 
do. 

‘I know that the shadow board 
has been enormously effective 
at moving forward what was a 
dreadful situation and giving us 
at least some hope for the future. 

‘The most immediate effect has 
been the suspension of the redun-
dancies, which was conveyed to 
us the day before our production 

opened.’ He added: ‘With their 
current proposals, the shadow 
board has my complete support 
and trust. 

‘This is a complex and difficult 
situation but their understand-
ing, their tenacity and the profes-
sionalism of their approach has 
made a huge difference. 

‘We still have a long way to go 
to make things right, but I have 
confidence that we are heading 
in the right direction, a direc-
tion which seemed impossible 
to achieve before you all got 
involved a couple of months ago.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell sent a message to the 
meeting. It read: ‘(These pro-
posals) are the minimum which 
would be acceptable and, equally 
importantly, effective in securing 
the change needed. 

‘If there is any attempt by 
the existing board to water it 
down any further that should 
be a deal-breaker. Once it is in 
place, the locally-based elected 
directors will be in charge and 

can push the envelope to secure 
greater change. But to get there, 
they must accept that Creative 
Scotland is contracted to the 
Comar that presently exists and 
they will need to be persuaded 
that the new board is able to take 
the reins.’

A spokeswoman for Comar 
said: ‘Comar and the shadow 
board hosted a meeting on Fri-
day, September 18 in Craignure, 
which was the fourth meeting in 
recent weeks. The discussion was 
energetic and  positive and good 
progress was made in moving 
towards greater community 
involvement in Comar’s future. 

’The audited accounts for 
Comar to March, 31 2015 will 
be presented at the forthcoming 
AGM, currently planned for 
November, 2015.’

A Creative Scotland spokes-
person, said: ‘We understand 
the shadow board met the com-
munity members on Tuesday and 
we look forward to hearing the 
outcome of this meeting.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pupils aim high at convention 
ARGYLL pupils will be given the opportunity to plan 
for their future at a higher education convention in 
Mid Argyll next week.

The convention is being hosted by the council and 
UCAS, with support from Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS). The event will take place at Lochgilphead 
Joint Campus, Kilmory, on Wednesday, September 30 
from 9.30am until 1pm, with 25 higher and further 
education institutions across the UK represented.

LORNE day centre in Oban 
is making progress since an 
inspection in January 2015, but 
a report given to councillors last 
week said the pace of change is 
‘frustrating’ for service users, 
writes Louise Glen.

Members of the community 
and resources committee of Ar-
gyll and Bute council were told 
the learning disabilities centre 
will be moving towards providing 
a modern service.

Comparing the inspection 
grades of adult learning disabil-
ities services between Oban and 
the rest of Argyll, Lorne day 
centre is the lowest performing 
in all areas including care and 
support, staffing, environment 
and management and leadership.

The report highlighted areas 
of concern. It stated: ‘The Lorne 
service will be focussing on the 
required changes and diversify-
ing.

‘This will involve the service 

modernising the support it offers 
and will move away from the 
historical perception of how it is 
used and defined.

‘Since the last inspection, a 
staff development day has been 
held which attempted to allow 
the staff team to begin to take 
ownership and be more involved 
and participative in the growth 
and development of the service.

‘A comprehensive development 
and action plan has been devel-
oped to guide these changes.’

However, a small group of ser-
vice users who approached the 
Oban Times, but did not want to 
be named, said: ‘The service we 
are being offered in Oban is not 
what we really want. 

‘We have good staff members 
who provide a service that we 
like - does that not count for 
anything?’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘The Lorne 
continues to develop and is cur-

rently in the process of embed-
ding a new management system 
and ensuring that the service 
is providing positive outcome 
based supports for individuals 
and groups. 

‘Lorne resource centre contin-
ues to meet the hopes, needs and 
aspirations of those accessing the 
service by providing a modern, 
flexible , and individual service. 

‘The Lorne continues to 
develop and is currently in the 
process of embedding a new 
management system and ensur-
ing that the service is providing 
positive outcome based supports 
for individuals and groups. 

‘The Lorne will do so in con-
sultation and partnership with 
all service users, families, health 
colleagues, social workers and 
carers with a stakeholders day 
planned to take place at the end 
of October to gather views on 
modernising and improving the 
service,’ the spokesman added,

AN OBAN man is cycling 400 
kilometre across Cuba to raise 
money for cancer patients at 
Lorn and the Islands hospital.

CalMac worker, Danny 
Keenan, 48, is swapping the 
engine room of the Finlaggan 
ferry for lycra and a bicycle 
seat in order to raise cash for 
an internet connection at the 
MacMillan cancer care room 
in the Oban hospital.

Danny will be accompanied 
by CalMac colleague, Mark 
Buchan, on the trek.

Danny, a father of two, 
explained: ‘I am really pleased 
that I will also be raising mon-
ey for the hospital to provide 
much needed services for 
patients. We have lost a good 
few friends and relatives over 
the years and some of them 
were helped immensely by the 
staff in Oban.’

But for Danny the MacMillan 

Cancer Support facilities at the 
hospital are close to his heart, 
after mum, Beatrice, has un-
dergone treatment for cancer 
on two occasions. Beatrice, a 
former nurse at the hospital, 
said she was very proud of 
Mark. His chosen charity is the 
British Heart Foundation and 
the men have paid for the whole 
trip themselves.

To donate to Mark’s charity 
trek, sponsor forms are avail-
able from members of the 
MacMillan group in Oban and 
at the hospital.

Proud mum Beatrice and Mark

Son to raise 
charity funds

SPECIAL OFFERS ON PIONER BOATS 
AND YAMAHA OUTBOARDS

NEW PIONER 8 C/W NEW YAM F2.5  £1,684 I.V. 
SAVE £325!!

NEW PIONER 13 C/W NEW YAM F5/F6 £3,384/£3,484 I.V. 
SAVE £555!!

NEW PIONER 15 C/W NEW YAM F20 TILLER £5,999 I.V.
SAVE £900!!

NEW PIONER 15 C/W F20 E/START,POWER TILT £7,400 I.V.

ABOVE INC.BATTERY,CONSOLE,STEERING ETC.

NEW PIONER VIKING C/W NEW YAM F40FETL £12,400 I.V.

ABOVE INC.CONSOLE,SCREEN,RAILS,STEERING ETC.

NEW YAMAHA OUTBOARDS
F2.5 STD  £650

 F4 STD £900

 F5 STD £1000

F6 STD £1,100

F9.9 LONG, TILLER  £1,880

F20 LONG,TILLER £2,500

F20 LONG,E/START&POWER TILT £3,050

ALL ABOVE INC.VAT AND 5 YEAR WARRANTY

DELIVERY ARRANGED ANYWHERE

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com
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THE chairman of Argyll and 
the Isles Tourism Co-operative 
(AITC) has congratulated tourism 
businesses across the region who were 
announced as regional finalists for 
this year’s Scottish Thistle Awards, 
last Friday.

Businesses in Argyll and the Isles, 
covered by the Highlands and Islands 
region, have been selected as finalists 
in seven of the 14 categories. 

The Tiree Wave Classic and Mull 
of Kintyre Half Marathon and 10K 
Race, which celebrated its 10th 
birthday in May, are in the Best 
Sporting Event category.  

And Coillabus Lodges on Islay and 
Torrisdale Castle Estate in Carradale 
will battle it out in the Best Holiday 
Accommodation section.

Gavin Dick, chairman of AITC, 
said: ‘I’m delighted to see so many 
Argyll and the Isles tourism busi-
nesses going forward to the regional 
finals.  

‘We know we have a great product 
and it’s encouraging to see this 
recognised by the tourism industry.  

‘It’s a privilege to be nominated and 
I’m delighted for everyone who has 
reached this stage.  We’ll look forward 
to the announcement of the regional 
winners in November.’

Feline Aids risk to 
Morvern wildcats

Local workshop 
on lichen ecology

Cycling trio show

their pedal power

Fall in job seekers

allowance claims 

Charities receive 
Legion cash boost

Ceilidh will be a 
great gathering

TIMESLINE

Barking bi-lingual Ginger is the 
star of Gaelic conversation class

So car, sew good, in heavy Easdale move

‘Great strength’ of piping in Argyll

Rallying cry for rocking horse information

HE IS the unlikely star of a 
conversational Gaelic-speak-
ing class who has stunned 
members with his command of 
the language.

It can take months if not years 
for English-speaking people to 
grasp. but for Ginger the cocker 
spaniel, three-weeks was all it 
took for him to become doggy 
bi-lingual.

His owner, Neil Smith, who 
is profoundly deaf, said he was 

DOG-COLLARED: The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Right Rev Dr Angus Morrison, Elma McArthur, Neil Smith and Ginger

amazed by how quickly his fur-
ry, hearing dog friend learned 
to understand the native tongue 
of his great-grandmother. 

The 67-year-old former driv-
ing instructor credited Ginger, 
who is a English cocker spaniel, 
with encouraging him to con-
tinue going to weekly classes at 
Strone Church of Scotland near 
Dunoon in Argyll which have 
boosted his self-confidence 
and improved his social life 
immensely.

Mr Smith attends the group 
every Friday along with 23 

other people and Ginger, four 
responds to commands to: 
sit - suidh, stay - fuirich, come 
here - Trobhad and good boy 
-cu math.

‘Ginger learned Gaelic be-
cause he has been coming with 
me to the drop-in centre and I 
thought it would be good fun,’ 
he added.

‘He has picked it up really 
quickly, it only took him about 
three weeks.

‘It is great because I can show 
off that he is a bi-lingual dog - 
people think it is amazing that 

he can do that and it is a wee bit 
of added interest to the class.’

The Moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, the Right Rev Dr 
Angus Morrison, who officially 
announced that the group 
had changed its name from 
Strone Gaelic drop-in centre 
to Ionad na Ceilidhe  -  the 
meeting place to talk - during 
a recent visit, said he was ‘very 
impressed’ by Ginger’s grasp 
of the language which he also 
speaks.

‘It is great to see an older 

person enjoying such a good 
relationship with his dog where 
Gaelic is the medium of com-
munication,’ he added.

Elma McArthur, who grew 
up in Tiree but now lives in 
Dunoon and leads the conver-
sation class, said she too was 
very impressed by the speed 
Ginger had picked up the com-
plex language.

‘He is a very, sharp clever dog.
It is a really good advert for 
Gaelic and I have never heard 
of a dog learning it as a second 
language before,’ she added.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A BUSINESS moving its head-
quarters to the tiny island of 
Easdale had to bring a car over 
too, for the first time in many 
years.

Oban Times reader, David 
Barratt, explained: ‘My Mum 
and her company, Katya Em-
broidery, moved to Easdale 
island over the past week.  

‘Most of the furniture and 
machinery was moved by hand 
from the ferry to the house via 
wheelbarrows.  

‘But a special exception was 
made to allow a car on the 
island to help shift the half-ton 
sewing machine from a barge 
to the house. 

‘We had the help of many of 
the island’s residents and some 

holidaymakers too, who helped 
ferry small items to the house 
and lift the 500kg machine off 
the barge and over to the car.’ 

David continued: ‘The half-

ton machine was intended to be 
brought on the barge in a horse 
box, but when we tried loading 
it on from Cuan, the horse 
trailer was four centimetres too 
wide.  

‘So we had to frantically off 
load the contents onto the 
barge and man-handle the 
machine, which is very expen-
sive and the basis of my mum’s 
livelihood, across the ramp and 
onto the barge.’

He added: ‘My mum, Ruth. 
and myself, would like to thank 
the community for their help, 
especially the ferry crew who 
did a lot of loading and unload-
ing, probably on the condition 
she’s never allowed to move 
again!’

A special 
exception 
was made 
to allow a 
car on the 
island ”

David Barratt

THE Argyllshire Gathering 
Oban Games recently played 
host to one of Scotland’s premier 
solo piping competitions on be-
half of the Argyll Piping Trust. 

The Argyll Piping Trust 
(APT) was set up in 1979 by 
the Argyllshire Gathering to 
encourage and develop piping 
throughout the county. 

Jamie Mellor, piping convener, 
said: ‘Since then the trust has 
led the way in restoring piping 
across Argyll to the position of 
great strength it enjoys today.

‘The APT is proud to have 
encouraged piping from the 
ground with the help of their 
excellent tutors, Stuart Liddell 
of Inverary, Angus MacColl of 
Oban and Nigel Morris of Islay. 

‘As a direct result of the APT 
primary schools tuition scheme, 
the quality of pipers coming 
through is of the highest level 
and has benefited county-based 
pipe bands which are now 
amongst the best bands in the 
world. 

‘In addition to part-funding 
the piping tuition in primary 
schools, the APT arranges 

The winner of this year’s Argyllshire Gathering piping competition, John Angus Smith of London, 
pictured centre, was presented with the Airds VC Trophy by John Richard Campbell-Walters and 

Nicola Pretty 26_t39argyll55

other competitions with Argyll 
Schools, provides bursaries to 
up-and-coming pipers and lends 
sets of pipes to pupils to enable 
learning.’ 

Mr Mellor added: ‘Since 1996, 
by funding 50 per cent of the 
total cost, the trust has acted as 

the largest independent support-
er of Argyll and Bute council in 
delivering free piping tuition to 
its primary schools.

‘We have an ever-increasing 
need for sponsorship to sustain 
our current activities and to 
increase our support of Piping in 

Argyll in direct response to the 
obvious demand for excellence. 

‘If you think you can help we 
are keen to hear from you, so 
please register your interest by 
contacting our chairman Hugh 
Nickerson on hugh@conun-
drum.co.uk’

Stability ahead 
for health board

for businesses

Bags of cash for 
worthy causes

NHS HIGHLAND is in a strong 
position despite financial and staffing 
issues, according to the health board’s 
chairman. 

Garry Coutts said that 2013/14 had 
been a tough year, but added that 
2014/15 would be one of improve-
ment, when he addressed the board 
and cabinet secretary for health and 
well-being, Shona Robison at the 
NHS Highland annual review. 

Mr Coutts told the review, held in 
Wick earlier this month, that there 
were a range of issues facing the 
board, including cost pressures, 
medical staff recruitment and 
retention, changing demographics and 
embedding the integration of health 
and adult social care.

However, Mr Coutts insisted: ‘These 
are not challenges – it’s just the 
environment in which we operate.’

The real challenge, he said, was 
operating more effectively in that 
environment, and that next year could 
be characterised as one of ‘stability 
and confidence’.

The review itself, held in Wick’s 
Assembly Rooms, featured a 
presentation by Mr Coutts and a 
question-and-answer session in which 
he, Ms Robison, and the board’s chief 
executive, Elaine Mead, responded to 
enquiries from members of the public.

In his presentation, Mr Coutts 
explained the Highland Quality 
Approach, the management system 
employed by NHS Highland to deliver 
better health, better care and better 
value, and outlined some of the 
benefits this was delivering to patients 
and service-users.

THE Co-operative retail group is 
sharing money raised through the 
sale of carrier bag, and is asking for 
nominations for good causes in Argyll 
and Bute which would benefit from 
the cash.

The retailer has said around 1,000 
organisations across Scotland will 
receive grants of between £200 and 
£2,500. 

In addition to the 5p minimum 
charge on single-use bags, the Co-op 
has also pledged to go further and top 
up the fund with proceeds from its 
entire range of carriers.

Good causes can be nominated until 
midnight on Wednesday, October 7.

For more information, visit: www.
co-oplocalfund.co.uk

THE SEARCH is on for the 
famous rocking horse that was 
part and parcel of the early 
years’ experience for genera-
tions of primary one pupils in 
the former Rockfield Primary 
School, now The Rockfield 
Centre. 

The rocking horse is fondly 
remembered since it resided 
in the primary one classroom 
which, was for many years, was 
Miss MacGilivray’s domain.

Jack Degnan, the last head-
teacher before the move to the 
new Rockfield School, thought 

the horse was broken and put 
into storage in the basement. 

The janitor at the time set 
about re-furbishing it and the 
little horse is remembered as 
white or dappled with a real hair 
mane and tail mounted on a 
pendulum rocking mechanism. 

It was much-loved by everyone 
with some pupils remembering 
its name as Dobbin. 

Sadly, in the move between the 
old to the new school the famous 
little horse disappeared. Now 
the hunt is on for any informa-
tion that may lead to Dobbin’s 

whereabouts. Oban Commu-
nities Trust is also looking for 
a picture of the rocking horse, 
as it has been mentioned often 
in the oral history project, 
Memories Matter, a preview of 
which is due to be launched in 
October during the Mòd.

THREE novice cyclists from 
Oban peddled 105 miles over 
two strenuous days to raise 
money for charity.

The trio, Sophie Handley, 
Mairi Kenedy and Sandie 
Duff y, who all work at Bell 
Ingram Estate Agents in the 
town, had very little prepa-
ration before setting off  on 
their expedition.

They are still collecting do-
nations, which are currently 
over the £2,500 mark.

The money will be divided 
in to three lots and given to 
each of their chosen chari-
ties; MS Society, Juvenile Di-
abetes Research Foundation 
and Argyll Animal Aid.

Sandie Duff y said: ‘It was re-
ally good, but it was diffi  cult. 
We had to work together as a 
team to push each other.

‘The second day was really 
tough, I think when we got to 
Craignure we were the happi-
est people to ever be there.’

THE endangered Scottish wild-
cat could be further threatened 
by a deadly virus known to 
cause the cat version of Aids, 
research has found.

Experts have isolated two 
cases of Feline Immunode-
fi ciency Virus (FIV) from cats 
with a mixed domestic-wildcat 
ancestry.

One of the cases was detect-
ed in an area that has been 
identifi ed as a priority zone for 
wildcat conservation.

Although FIV is common in 
feral cats, these are the fi rst 
known cases of the virus af-
fecting hybrid cats in a wildcat 
priority area.

Wildlife experts from the 
University of Edinburgh’s Royal 
(Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies and National Museums 
Scotland made the discovery 
after carrying out post mortem 
examinations on 23 feral and 
hybrid cats from around Scot-
land.  

A long-haired tabby found 
dead in a barn in Morvern in 
the Western Highlands was one 
of the animals to test positive 
for the virus. Morvern is one of 
six places identifi ed by Scottish 
Wildcat Action last year as a 
priority area for wildcat conser-
vation.

AN unusual workshop is being 
held at Shian Wood in Bender-
loch researching the properties 
of lichen.

The workshop will be run by 
Plantlife, a charity working to 
protect wild plants and their 
habitats, and to build an under-
standing of the vital role they 
play in everyone’s lives. 

They organise a series of walks 
and other events at locations 
in Scotland and throughout 
the UK. The workshop, led by 
lichenologist, Andy Acton, is an 
introduction to the ecology of 
lichens.

The event will take place at 
Shian Wood, at Benderloch on 
Saturday, October 3, between 
10am and 4pm.

OBAN has seen the number 
of people claiming job seek-
ers allowance fall to only 189  
- the lowest number in the 
town since records began.

Young people have also 
faired well with a 30 per cent 
reduction in the numbers of 
claimants to 20 of those be-
tween the ages of 18 and 24. 

THE Easdale branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland 
(RBL Scotland) has donated 
more than £2,000 to charities 
from its regular sales in Seil 
Island hall. 

Combat Stress, Erskine, 
SSAFA, War Blinded and 
Gurkha Pensioners received 
£400 each from the branch.

THE Argyllshire Gathering halls 
will see a pre-Royal National 
Mòd ceilidh take place tonight, 
Thursday, at 7.30pm.

Appearing during the evening 
will be choirs and soloists from 
Oban high school, Rockfi eld 
and St. Columba’s primary 
school, Oban Gaelic choir, pip-
ers and dancers. There will also 
be an auction and raffl  e.

HELPING HANDS : Moving the large sewing machine t39easdale1no
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Stalker guilty of bugging 
his ex-partner’s house
AN OBAN man who planted a 
recording device in his ex-part-
ner’s house to listen secretly to 
her conversations, has pleaded 
guilty to stalking charges at 
Oban sheriff court. 

Piotr Jakubiec, 42, placed a tape 
recorder underneath Agnieszka 
Sarbiewska’s kitchen table and 
listened to her conversations 
between December 10 last year 
and January 7 this year. 

He initially pleaded not guilty 
to the charges of turning up at her 
workplace uninvited, repeatedly 
following her at various locations 
around Oban, and making a copy 
of a key to her property to gain 

entry and fix a recording device 
to her kitchen table. 

Jakubiec then changed his 
plea to guilty after almost five 
hours of evidence was heard on 
September 16.

He also pleaded guilty to 
breaking his bail conditions by 
speaking to Ms Sarbiewska  at 

Oban sheriff court on August 20.
Jakubiec, of Highland Apart-

ments, Oban, had admitted 
planting the recording device 
when first interviewed by police, 
despite his initial not guilty plea, 
saying he had done so due to con-
cerns about the couple’s child. 

With the couple both using 
Polish interpreters throughout 
the trial, the court heard that  
Ms Sarbiewska had become 
suspicious that Jakubiec had 
been recording her after a female 
friend had phoned her to say that 
details of a private, personal 
conversation between the two 
women had been revealed to her 
by her friend’s partner. 

She said: ‘I thought that Piotr 
had some recording device in the 
house. 

‘Right after she phoned me, I 
looked under the kitchen table 
as this was where we held the 
conversation. I found two black 

pieces of tape which were not 
there before.’

The black adhesive tape had 
been used to hold the recording 
device in place.

She also told the court that on 
different occasions Jakubiec had 
driven past her house, arrived 
at her place of work, and on one 
occasion she had seen him pass 
her on the A85, turn his car 
around and begin to follow her in 
his vehicle. 

Breaking down in tears when  
procurator fiscal Eoin McGinty 
asked how this made her feel, she 
replied: ‘Very, very bad. I can’t 
really express this.’

Deferring sentence for back-
ground reports until October 14, 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC told 
Jakubiec: ‘This has been a very 
serious matter.

‘I want to ensure all options are 
open to me when I pass sentence,’ 
she added.

BUGGED:
Piotr Jakubiec will be 

sentenced next month 
t39piotrj01no
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This has 
been a very 
serious 
matter 
”

Sheriff  Ruth Anderson, QC

FEARS that a road could 
collapse in Connel have been 
raised by community council-
lors in the village.

Oban contractor, JMJ, had 
received planning consent to 
build a house in the village, but 
the council called a halt to the 
excavation work at Lower Lora 
House, which is adjacent to 
the village hall, when residents 
raised serious concerns about 
the safety of the road. 

The excavation was discussed 
as an urgent item at the recent 
community council meeting, 
having been added at the last 
minute to the agenda.

As part of the planning con-
ditions, JMJ was instructed to 
build a retaining wall to ensure 
the excavation work would not 
weaken Lora Road. 

However, excavation work to 
the south bank, next to the road, 
began without the wall in place. 

Chairman Sandy Dunlop told 
the community council: ‘I can’t 
stress how serious this is. It’s 
really quite frightening - the 
whole thing could collapse. 
And if the road was to be shut 
off completely, the village shop 
would suffer.’

Secretary Les Stewart added: 
‘If a crack in the tarmac ap-
pears, the road will shut, we will 
lose the bus route and  children 
will have to cross on the main 

road. It’s not a good situation to 
be in. It may be that a disaster is 
will bring it to a head.’

Councillor for Oban North 
and Lorn, Elaine Robertson, 
said she would do all she could 
by contacting planners, the 
roads department, the ward 
councillors and the area com-
mittee, highlighting the issues.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘Disappoint-

ingly, this developer proceeded 
with work despite failing to 
satisfy a condition attached to 
the planning approval.

‘The developer must have the 
plans for a retaining wall next 
to the public road agreed by our 
engineering team. 

‘These plans have been sub-
mitted, but we require further 
information (a design certificate 
certified by a structural engi-

neer) before we could consider 
the plans suitable.

The spokesman continued: 
‘After we became aware of this, 
we acted quickly to ensure that 
work was stopped and that the 
developer will put measures in 
place to shore up the excavation 
next to the road.

‘We understand a temporary 
shoring mechanism will be put 
in place.

‘If appropriate measures are 
not put in place, we will have to 
issue a formal notice.

‘We have coned off the ex-
cavated area to ensure public 
safety and further protect the 
integrity of the carriageway. 

‘The area in front of the build 
is likely to be unavailable for on-
street parking for some time.’ 

A spokesman for JMJ declined 
to comment.

 

Action call over road collapse risk
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Researchers aim to reveal hidden secrets of Oban’s Viking past  

Russell gives a 
‘thumbs-up’ to 
new timetable

Ward changes 
‘insensitive’
GLENORCHY and Innishail community council 
has slammed Scottish government proposals to 
change ward boundaries in Argyll, calling them 
‘insensitive and thoughtless’. 

If the Scottish Boundaries Commission proposals 
are given the go-ahead, the proposed Mid Argyll 
ward (ward three) will greatly increase in size, 
while at the same time have fewer councillors. 

The ward would stretch from Lochgilphead to 
Bridge of Orchy,  including most of the Glenorchy 
and Innishail community council area, which was 
previously in the Oban, Lorn and the Isles ward. 

Argyll and Bute council has objected to the plans.
A spokesman for the community council said last 

week: ‘Lochawe village will remain in Oban North, 
Lorn and the Isles, splitting historic links between 
the Loch Awe corridor and Dalmally. This ill - 
conceived proposal flies in the face of the Scottish 
government policy to support and nourish rural 
communities. The review is in response, amongst 
other things, to the projected fall in population in 
rural Argyll. Perhaps Holyrood should be address-
ing this rather than fiddling with some figures.’

The number of elected Argyll and Bute council-
lors will be reduced from 36 to 33, with ward three 
one of the wards to be reduced by one member.

The spokesman continued: ‘The naming of this 
cumbersome ward as ‘Mid Argyll’, when much 
of its land mass is in the far north of the county, 
clearly demonstrates the insensitive and thought-
less way in which a mathematical formula has been 
used to redraw important traditional community 
boundaries, and imposing these changes without 
consideration for the residents.’

Glenorchy and Innishail community council said 
it would help to make local people fully aware of 
the impact of these proposals, such as services 
managed from Lochgilphead rather than Oban, 
and would oppose the proposals during the consul-
tation process, which ends on October 22.

THE theft of a wooden charity 
box containing an unknown 
quantity of cash from St Co-
nan’s Kirk is another blow to 
the small charity desperately 
fi ghting to raise cash for the 
iconic Lochawe-side kirk.

In July, thieves stole £40,000 
of lead from the roof of the 
cloister building in the 20th 
century chapel. Trustees of the 
kirk are trying to raise £1million 
to restore the building.

The trustees say that public 
contributions in terms of mem-
bership and donations are vital.

Now police want to hear from 
anyone who saw any suspicious 
activity in the area on Septem-
ber 19. 

Information about the theft 
should be passed to police con-
stable Sean Conway at Oban 
police offi  ce or by phoning 101.

POLICE are appealing for 
information after a £55 pair 
of trainers were stolen from 
an Oban sports shop.

Staff  in the MacGregor 
Court shop alerted offi  cers 
after the items were stolen 
on September 15.

Police constable Andrew 
Hogg would like to hear from 
anyone with more informa-
tion about the theft. He can 
be contacted at Oban police 
station or on the national 
police number 101. 

THREE motorcyclists have been 
reported to the procurator 
fi scal to face dangerous driving 
charges.

As part of a zero tolerance 
approach to speeding and poor 
driving on both the A82 and 
the A85 trunk roads, three driv-
ers allegedly travelling at more 
than 100 mph were stopped by 
Oban and Lorn police.

OBAN may have reached the 
limit of premises selling alco-
hol, according to the Argyll and 
Bute licensing board. 

The board is proposing to 
limit the number of licences 
granted, based on alcohol-re-
lated deaths and crimes. 

It could mean that no more 
additional licences are granted 
in Oban and Campbeltown.

WATER bailiff s and police 
carried out patrols on the 
River Awe following reports 
of illegal fi shing on the loch.

Sergeant Gary Brown of 
Oban Police offi  ce said: ‘Peo-
ple should make sure they 
have a permit to fi sh. Permits 
can be purchased in various 
locations, including shops 
around Loch Awe.’

THE Scottish government has 
announced plans for west coast 
ferry services from summer 2016.

Among the proposed enhance-
ments revealed on Tuesday are 
a daily direct return service 
between Oban-Barra, a daily direct 
return service between Lochbois-
dale-Mallaig, an additional 50 
weekly sailings on the Oban-Craig-
nure route, and a 30 per cent 
increase in capacity on services to 
Coll, Tiree and Colonsay. 

Transport minister, Derek 
Mackay MSP, said: ‘This timetable 
offers more sailings and gets the 
most from our ferry fleet.

‘It will also help manage the 
increased demand from the full 
roll-out of Road Equivalent 
Tariff (RET), which introduces 
significantly reduced fares. And we 
have also placed an order for two 
new major vessels in 2018.’

Cautiously welcoming the news, 
Michael Russell, the MSP for 
Argyll and Bute, said: ‘Two signifi-
cant areas of concern remain. Islay 
has had significant problems 
with ferry reliability this year and 
islanders are very concerned about 
any possible erosion of the overall 
capacity on the Kennacraig route 
which requires not just two vessels, 
but two large vessels.  

‘Islay is not only a tourist 
destination, it also produces a 
very substantial amount of whisky 
and has a strong agricultural 
trade. There must be a commit-
ment to that route.

‘The people of Kintyre are also 
keen to get a firm commitment to 
the continuation of the Ardrossan 
service which has just completed its 
three-year pilot phase. 

‘It has worked well but a more 
flexible timetable is needed to fit 
in with the realities of holiday lets 
and the needs of local people. 

‘I am glad that the minister has 
agreed to meet a delegation from 
Campbeltown in October.’

A RESEARCH group is com-
ing to Oban in October to find 
out how many townsfolk are 
descended from the Vikings.

‘The People of the British 
Isles’ is a Welcome Trust fund-
ed project collecting blood 
samples from volunteers. But 
three or all four of their grand-

parents must have been born in 
the same rural area, parish or 
within a 40-mile radius.

Organiser, Tammy Day, ex-
plained: ‘We are always happy 
to welcome new volunteers 
who fulfil our criteria in order 
that they can help us with our 
studies.

‘The second phase of the pro-
ject is under way with volunteers 
who have already supplied a 
blood sample. They will have a 
3D facial photograph taken to 
complete the project. 

‘The plan is to then use DNA 
from these samples to make a 
genetic map of the British Isles.  

‘This will serve several pur-
poses: the samples will be a 
resource for research into the 
genetic components of common 
diseases such as cancer and 
diabetes, while the genetic map 
will also enable us to look at the 
impact the different historical 
invasions, such as the Vikings 

and Anglo-Saxons, had around 
the British Isles. We will require 
3D photographs to be taken of 
volunteers.’ 

The study will take place in 
Oban on October 17. For inter-
views, email walter.bodmer@
hertford.ox.ac.uk or call Tammy 
Day on 01865 863819.
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Stalking stories in mists of time
THE ENGLISH romantic poet, John Keats, was 
probably not a deer stalker, but he certainly caught the 
atmosphere of the hills in his poem about autumn and 
of it being a season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.

The stag stalking season is now under way and the 
high west coast hills are well and truly wreathed in mist 
this year. 

The sportsmen have arrived, heavily-tweeded and 
Barbour clad, some mellowed by fine dining, others 
red-faced and complaining of gout, European bankers, 
young sprigs, muscles honed on the playing fields of 
Eton, peacocks in green wellies and colourful stockings, 
all happy to have their plastic cards bent and keen to be 
led to the slopes by young stalkers and curmudgeonly 
old ghillies eased out of retirement for September 20, 
‘the day of the roaring’. 

Hotels, lodges and cottages are full, game dealers are 
vying for custom and the local pubs, restaurants and 
craft shops are doing a roaring trade. Perhaps it should 
be renamed ‘the day of plenty’. And why not?  There is a 
long, lean winter ahead.

ON TARGET: Mrs Patricia 
Strutt, aged 82, with a 

stag she shot at 
Glensanda in 1992

MISSING was not some-
thing the late Mrs Patricia 
Strutt of Kingairloch did 
very often. 

She shot her first stag in 
1930 when she was 19 and 
her last shortly before her 
death in 2000. 

On one occasion when 
she was 84, she shot in the 
neck within five seconds, 
two stags on Glensanda 
which were lying 250 yards 
away.  At the age of 80 she 
sold her ‘Granny Bonds’ 
and bought a custom- 
built high velocity rifle, 
probably the first and only 

SINCE stalking began, it has generated a culture of 
fine prose and wonderful stories. Alfred Cochrane, the 
cricketer, wrote a poem in the early 1900s called ‘North-
ward Bound Once More’ which captures beautifully the 
train journey from London Euston to the Highlands in 
what later became known as ‘the Deer Stalker Express’. 

Does your heart still beat with the old excitement
As you wait where the Scotch expresses are?
Does it answer still to the old indictment
Of a fond delight in the sleeping-car,
As it did when the rush through the autumn night 

meant
The Gate of Desire ajar?

Oh! the years, the years, they be rusty and mothy;
Oh! the flesh it is weak, that once was strong;
But the brown burn under the stone falls frothy
And the music it makes is a siren song;
Then the pony’ll take you as far as the bothy,
And that’ll help you along.

There are tales too of the supernatural. A favourite 
was of a young Highland ghillie who found a fairy stuck 
in a peat bog. 

He rescued her and was granted one wish that would 
last for the rest of his life. As the young man wanted to 
go to sea, the fairy granted him the favour of a continual 
wind at his back. 

On the oceans the gift, given at the time of sail-
ing-ships, proved so bountiful he made a fortune. He 
returned to the Highlands and bought a deer forest. 
But, alas, whenever he tried to stalk deer they scented 
him as the wind was always at his back!

Lord Malmesbury, Queen Victoria’s Foreign Sec-
retary, leased Achnacarry Deer Forest from Donald 
Cameron of Lochiel from 1844 to 1859. 

In his memoirs, he mentions a monster in Loch Arkaig 
which apparently was well-known in Lochaber long 
before Nessie made a name for herself. 

John Stuart, Malmesbury’s stalker, said he had seen 
it twice and described it as having the head and hind-
quarters of a pony and because of the shape of its back 
it could not be a species of fish. 

Lord Malmesbury offered to shoot it causing the su-
perstitious stalker to say, ‘Perhaps your Lordship’s gun 
would misfire’.

Not surprisingly, wild deer and wire fences do not mix. 
In Glenhurich, near Strontian in west Lochaber, a stalk-
er was out on the hill with a guest, a retired colonel, who 
as it happened, had not excelled himself on the target 
beforehand.  

As they were walking along a ridge they heard an 
unusual metallic noise ahead of them and found a stag 
trailing a long length of wire which had got wrapped 
round the poor beast’s antlers. 

It had to be shot causing the guest to remark to the 
stalker afterwards, ‘I know you don’t think much of my 
shooting, but there is no need to be tethering the stags 
for me!’ 

I don’t know why soldiers in general are such rotten 
shots. Perhaps it is because they are more used to spray-
ing their targets with automatic rifle fire. The colonel in 
this case was so bad a shot that, on one occasion after 
loosening off several rounds without hitting anything, 
the accompanying ghillie was heard to mutter under his 
breath,  ‘You ******, you couldn’t hit Argyllshire’.

KEEN: young stalkers and curmudgeonly old ghillies 
waiting for shooting guests at Forest Lodge, 

Blackmount 

woman in the UK to do so. 
Mrs Strutt lived for September 20. It was her birthday 

and, of course, ‘The Day of the Roaring’, when the rut 
begins - that recurring period of sexual excitement and 
reproductive activity among the stags. ‘Not nearly so 
romantic now that I can’t hear them roaring’, she would 
often complain when deafness came.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Primary one pupils in the picture

KILBRANDON SWI kicked off the new session 
with ‘Old Oban in Photographs’. The speaker was Bob 
McCulloch, assisted by Charlie Drummond. 

Born and brought up in Oban and delighted to share 
some of the history of the town and the surrounding 
areas, Bob and Charlie gave members a glimpse into 
what life was like in the past through a slideshow of old 
photographs acquired from various sources, along with a 
very insightful commentary. 

Members were fascinated to see old photos of the 
Atlantic Bridge, old Easdale with a steamer coming 
through, Argyll Square, the Hydropathic Hotel and much 
more. It was a truly interesting and pleasurable evening.

Ballachulish

Tiree

LATER this month, Tiree school will be putting together 
the Harvest Hampers which it distributes annually to 
some of the island’s elderly residents who live alone.  

Boxes will be situated in the school, Co-op and Bù-
tha’Bhaile, and any contributions of non-perishable items 
such as tinned fruit, tinned meat, biscuits, tea, coffee, 
sweets, tinned beans and spaghetti, will be gratefully 
received.

Taynuilt

ENTERTAINING: Taynuilt Gaelic Choir with conductor, 
Audrey Paterson 

THE final Taynuilt summer ceilidh was well-attended 
and brought to an end another successful season of Gael-
ic music, singing and storytelling.

IN TUNE: piper Innes Munro, 10, with mum, Isla, who 
runs the successful Isla Sinclair Dancers 

FAMILY DUO: young fi ddler/singer, Ross McLeish, with 
his dad, Derek, a fl autist 

St Oran’s Challenge Trophy (Duncan 
Black) Four Pansies or Violas: 1 
Duncan Black, 2 Ian Brown, 3 Ian 
Brown. Vase of Herbaceous: 1 
Duncan Black, 2 Zara Hian, Vase of 
Annuals Mixed: 1 Duncan Black, 2 
Ronnie MacKillop, 3 Alan Pringle, 
Vase of Annuals one Kind: 1 
Duncan Black, 2 Alan Pringle, 3 Ian 
Brown, Vase of Sweet Peas: 1 Ronnie 
MacKillop, 2 Ronnie MacKillop, 3 
Alan Pringle, Two spikes Gladioli: 1 
Duncan Black, One spike Gladioli: 
1 Ian Brown, 2 Ian Brown, 3 Zara 
Hian,Three Roses: 1 Ian Brown, 2 
Duncan Black, One Rose (Catherine 
MacCallum Trophy) 1 Ian Brown, 
2 Ian Brown, 3 Ian Brown. Three 
Medium Cacti Dahlia 1 Ian Brown, 
2 Ian Brown, Three Small Cacti 
Dahlia: 1 Ian Brown, One Giant 
Dahlia: 1 Duncan Black, 2 Duncan 
Black 3 Ian Brown, Three Minature 
Ball Dahlia: 1 Ian Brown, 2 Ian 
Brown, 3 Alan Pringle, Three Ball 
(small) 1 Ian Brown, Three Small 
Decorative: 1 Ian Brown, Three 
Minature Decorative: 1 Duncan 
Black, Three Pompom Dahlia: 1 Ian 
Brown, 2 Duncan Black, 3 Duncan 
Black, Three Collarette: 2 Duncan 
Black, Three Minature Cactus: 
Dahlia: 1 Ian Brown, Three Mixed  
Dahlia: 1 Duncan Black, 2 Ian 
Brown, 3 Alan Pringle, Vegetables: 
Two Potatoes (White): 1 Alan 
Pringle, 2 Barcaldine P School, 
3 Marion Fisher, Two Potatoes 
(Coloured): 1 Alan Pringle, 2 Lynn 
of Lorne, Two Carrots, 1 Achaleven 
P School, 2 Achaleven P School, 
Two Onions: 1 Roger Ashforth, 
One Cucumber: 1 Duncan Black, 
2 Duncan Black, 3 Achaleven P 
School, Three Tomatoes:, 1 Duncan 
Black, 2 Marion Fisher, 3 Marion 
Fisher, One Lettuce: 1 Alan Pringle, 

St Oran’s church flower show

THE FLOWER Show in Connel took place on Saturday 
September 5, and was well supported with a few new com-
petitors.  

The children’s sections were well-supported by the 
youngsters of Achaleven Primary, Barcaldine Primary and 
the Connel Playgroup Thanks goes to both schools and the 
playgroup for the time spent on the entries.

SILVERWARE: St Oran’s fl ower show prizewinners with their trophies

STUNNING: one of the many beautiful entries at this year’s 
St Oran’s fl ower show

2 Barcaldine P School, Duncan 
MaPherson Trophy: 1 Roger 
Ashforth, 2 Zara Hiam, 3 Alan 
Pringle. Hugh Gillies Trophy: Jessie 
Campbell, Vase of Mixed Annuals: 
1 Jessie Campbell, 2 Alison Dawson, 
3 Jessie Campbell,  Four Pansies or 
Violas: 1 Jessie Campbell, 2 Jessie 
Campbell,  Collection of Vegetables 
1 Roger Ashforth, 2 Hannah 
Karpinski,Collection of Salad 
Vegetables: 1 Marion Fisher, Angus 
Ferguson Trophy: Jim Grout, Evan 
MacDonald Trophy: Marion Fisher  
Pot Plant in Bloom: 1 Ian Brown, 2 
Zara Hiam, Best Dahlia: Duncan 
Black Best Exhibit Duncan Black, 
Floral Art Pre-School, Arrangement 
of Flowers: 1 Emily Karpinski, Face 
on a Plate: 1 Ruairidh Edwards, 2 
= Jack Anderson/Emily Karpinski, 
Junior Section Primary 1-3, 
Arrangement of Flowers: 1 Lucas 
MacLeod, 2 Zara MacLeod, Animal 
from Natural Materials: 1 Orion 
Windham-Wright, 2 Zara MacLeod/
Lucas MacLeod,  Garden on a Plate: 
1 Lucas MacLeod, 2 Mairi Dundas, 
3 Orion Windham-Wright, Picture 
one the Sea Shore: 1 Zara MacLeod, 
2 =Lucas MacLeod/Amy Irvine, 
3 Mairi Dundas/Abi Ferguson, 
Campbell Trophy Lucas MacLeod: 
Primary 4-7 Animal from Natural 
Materials: 1 Ben MacCorquodale, 
2 Abi MacCorquodale, 3 Connor 
Coombes, Garden on  a Plate: 1 
Abi MacCorquodale, 2 Hannah 
Ferguson, 3 Millie Wassalidge, 
Picture on the Sea Shore: 1 Abi 
MacCorquodale, 2 Hannah 
Ferguson, 3  = Ruairidh Munro/
Connor Coombes, Campbell Trophy 
Primary 4-7 Abi MacCorquodale, 
Floral Art Adult: Arrangement 
in Unusual Container: 1 Marion 
Fisher, 2 Elizabeth Cameron, 3 

Isabel MacDonald, Arrangement 
Book Title: 1 Marion Fisher, Foliage 
Arrangement: 1 Marion Fisher, 
Jane Nelson Trophy: Marion Fisher, 
Louvain Cunningham Trophy: 
Elizabeth Cameron,  Photography: 
What I see in my Garden: 1 Alan 
Pringle,  Baking:  Primary 1-3  
Silver  Zara & Lucas MacLeod, 
Blue Orion Windham-Wright, 
Primary 4-7, For Cup Cakes: Silver 
Ben MacCorquodale, and Abi 
MacCorquodale, Blue: Connor 
Coombes, Campbell Trophy 
Primary 1-3 Lucas MacLeod and 
Zara MacLeod,Campbell Trophy, 

Primary 4-7 Ben MacCorquodale 
and Abi MacCorquodale, Adult 
Baking:  4 Oven Scones, Gold Isobel 
Grout, 4 Pancakes Gold George 
Cringles, Silver Isobel Grout, Red 
Marion Fisher, Fruit Loaf Silver 
Isobel Grout, 4 Cup Cakes, Gold 
Isobel Grout, Shortbread, Silver 
Isobel Grout, Raspberry Jam, 
Gold, Isobel Grout, Silver George 
Cringles, Red Heather Morrison, 
Lemon Curd: Silver Heather 
Morrison, Red Isobel Grout , Peggy 
Sinclair Trophy: Isobel Grout, 
Centenery Trophy: Rev George 
Cringles.

Results

A FAMILY day held in Strontian for 
the first time attracted more than 250 
people and proved to be a success.

Presented by the local visitor infor-
mation center (VIC) the Wild Loch-
aber Family Day provided a range 
of fun activities, talks and games for 
everyone.

The recent event was set up to pro-
mote the village’s natural outdoors 
and wildlife.

Nikki Robertson, visitor services ad-
visor, who helped facilitate the event 
said: ‘Despite the weather not being 
on our side, the Wild Lochaber Family 
Day was a great community success. 
Over 100 went to the talks in the after-
noon. The library had over 60 visitors 
and the ceilidh in the evening attract-
ed over 80. The following day’s trip 
to Carna had over 40 people, and we  
were really pleased with the turnout.’ 

Kayaking, cycling and boat trips were 
among some of the activities available 
and were all fully booked on the day. 
Nikki said: ‘Some of the people who 
had a go at the kayaking and cycling 
are now thinking about taking them 
up as hobbies, which is great.’

The team had venues at Strontian 
VIC and in Ardnamurchan high 
school. Nikki is already said to be 
planning next year’s event. 

Strontian family fun day success

A DATE has been fixed for the annual general meeting 
of Ballachulish community company. 

The group will meet at Jubilee Park shinty pavilion 
at 7.30pm on Monday, November 3, to discuss the 
achievements over the last 12 months and plans for the 
year ahead.  Members have encouraged all residents of 
Ballachulish and the surrounding area to attend. 

Barcaldine primary 
school’s only primary 

one pupil this year smiles 
for the camera

Above: Glencoe primary 
school welcomed 10 new 
pupils through its doors 

this term

Right: Luing’s new primary 
one pupil
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Bheil sibh airson Gàidhlig ionnsa-
chadh? Thig gu LearnGaelic.scot!

Chuir Gary Lewis, neach-ionnsachaidh 
Gàidhlig agus rionnag Outlander, air 
bhog dreach ùr air làrach luchd-ionn-
sachaidh Gàidhlig, LearnGaelic.scot. 
Còmhla ris bha Àdhamh Ó Bròin agus 
Gillebrìde Mac ’IlleMhaoil.

’S e LearnGaelic.scot an làrach-lìn 
tarraingeach agus eadar-ghnìomhach 
a tha mar a’ chiad àite airson duine 
sam bith le ùidh ann a bhith ag ionnsa-
chadh na Gàidhlig, le cudrom às ùr air 
luchd-ionnsachaidh a tha nan inbhich. 

Gus tuilleadh fhaighinn a-mach agus 
gus tòiseachadh ag ionnsachadh na 
Gàidhlig tadhail air learngaelic.scot

Gaelic learner and star of Outlander, 
Gary Lewis launched the new-look 
Gaelic learners’ website LearnGaelic.
scot with Àdhamh Ó Bròin and Gilbert 
MacMillan. 

 LearnGaelic.scot is the popular inter-
active website that provides a first stop 
for anyone interested in learning Gaelic 
with a new emphasis on adult learners. 

To find out more and begin learning 
Gaelic, visit learngaelic.scot

Thèid prògraman bho Mòd 
2015 anns an Òban air feadh an 
t-saoghail le BBC ALBA agus 
BBC Radio nan Gàidheal a’ 
craoladh air telebhisean, rèidio 
agus air-loidhne eadar 11 Dàm-
hair agus 16 Dàmhair.

Am measg na chìthear air 
BBC ALBA agus a chluinnear 
air BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 
bith farpaisean Buinn Òir a’ 
Chomunn Ghàidhealaich beò 
airson a’ chiad uair riamh air 
BBC ALBA; farpaisean còi-
sirean, Buinn Òir an t-Seann 
Nòis, cèilidh Mire ri Mòir agus 
prògram na cloinne Aileag. 

Tha BBC ALBA cuideachd 
gu bhith a’ craoladh prògraman 
Mòd na Cloinne air Diluain 12 
agus Dimàirt 13 Dàmhair. 

Tha sgioba Dè a-nis gu 
bhith an làthair le Annabel 
NicIlleinnen am measg na pre-
seantairean airson a chiad uair. 
Tha an sgioba gu bhith trang 
seachdain a’ Mhòd ‘s iad a’ toirt 
sùil air a’ bhaile fhèin agus a’ 

Mòd 2015 beò air 
feadh an t-saoghail  

coinneachadh cuid den chloinn 
a th’ aig Mòd na Cloinne. 

Bidh dà phrògram sònraichte 
le Dè a-nis bhon Mhòd, air 
Diardaoin 15 Dàmhair aig 6f 
agus uair a thìde air oidhche 

Dhiardaoin 22 Dàmhair aig 
6f, far am faic sinn cuid den 
chloinn a shoirbhich aig Mòd 
2015 a’ seinn ‘s a’ cluich an cuid 
ionnstramaidean ‘s eile.

Thèid seachdain a’ Mhòid gu 

crìch air Dihaoine 16 Dàmhair 
le Cèilidh Mire ri Mòir beò 
air Radio nan Gàidheal à 
Tallaichean Cruinneachaidh 
Earra-Ghàidheil a’ tòiseachadh 
aig 10m agus cuideachd far-
paisean nan Coisirean mòr aig 
1.30f agus cuiridh BBC ALBA 
soraidh slàn air Mòd 2015 leis 
a’ phrògram mu dheireadh a’ 
tòiseachadh aig 10f.  

BBC ALBA and Radio nan 
Gaidheal taking Oban to the 
world!

Coverage of the Royal Na-
tional Mod 2015 from Oban 
will reach worldwide audiences 
with a variety of different pro-
grammes on television, radio 
and online with BBC ALBA 
and BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 
set to provide comprehensive 
coverage of Scotland’s premier 
celebration of its Gaelic culture.

Further information on Mod 
2015 programmes visit www.
bbc.co.uk/alba

Gaelic learners website launched

TWO LIBRARIES in Fort 
William could be named after 
the late Charles Kennedy. 

Caol community council 
has suggested the facility, to 
be housed in the new village 
community centre, be called 
the Charles Kennedy Memo-
rial Library, in honour of the 
long-serving MP who was born 
and raised in neighbouring 
Lochyside.

Lochaber high school also 
has plans to name its library, 
which opened last year as part 
of building renovations, after 
the former Liberal Democrat 
leader who was a pupil at the 
school. The community coun-
cil made the suggestion at a 
meeting earlier this month to 
name the library in honour of 
Charles, who died in June aged 

A LOCHABER school has 
become the first in the UK 
to introduce Quidditch - a 
magical sport made famous by 
the Harry Potter series. 

A ‘muggle’ (non-magic) 
version of the game has 
proved popular in America 
and Kinlochleven high school 
has become the first school 
in Britain to register its club 
‘Kinlochleven Midges’. 

It is only the second team in 
Scotland, following on from 
St Andrews university, and 
players are calling on other 
schools to sign up so they can 
play against each other. 

Technical teacher and coach, 
manager and founder of 
Kinlochleven Midges Graeme 
Martin said: ‘Our plan is to go 
to the primary schools in our 

catchment area with members 
of the Quidditch team and 
train the potential future 
players. The plan is to also 
make our school more active 
and since 43 people, one third 
of the school, have signed up, 
this is looking to be a success. 
We named the team because 
midges are unstoppable, as 
well as persistent!’ 

Headteacher Rebecca 
Machin, a big Harry Potter 
fan, said: ‘It’s a marvellous 
idea and shows the wonderful 
imagination of our pupils and 
staff. It’s also going to make 
the primary sevens’ transition 
to high school more enjoyable 
because of the training they 
will get from members of 
the Quidditch team, making 
friends in an interesting way.’

HOMES near Plockton had to 
be evacuated on Tuesday after 
a tanker carrying propane gas 
veered off  the road. 

The accident happened on 
the unclassifi ed road at 8.40am. 
A police spokesman confi rmed 
a 100-metre area had been 
cordoned off  until the area was 
made safe. No-one was injured. 

TWO EVENTS will be held next 
month to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Lochaber 
Rural Education Centre at An 
Clachan.  

A family fun day will be held at 
the complex in Torlundy on Oc-
tober 24 with activities includ-
ing a treasure hunt, wet welly 
walk, crafts and a barbecue.  
The following Friday (October 
30) a fundraising dinner dance 
with an auction and raffl  e will 
take place at Caol Community 
Centre. The Andrew MacDon-
ald Ceilidh Band will perform 
and BBC Alba presenter Donald 
MacSween providing the after- 
dinner speech. 

LOCHABER has made it to the 
fi nal of the Highlands and 
Islands Tourism Awards four 
times this year. 

The UCI Mountain Bike 
World Cup in Fort William 
has been shortlisted for best 
sporting event, fundraising 
eff ort, Commando Spirit, has 
made it to the top three in 
the cultural event or festival 
category, Ardnamurchan’s 
Rockpool House is among 
the most hospitable B&B or 
guesthouse fi nalists and Ar-
dgour Estate is vying for best 
holiday accommodation. 

Winners will be announced 
in Inverness on November 
13.

TREE felling causing 
almost four years of traffi  c 
management on Loch-
aber’s trunk road is to end 
next month.

The project at Glen Righ, 
near Corran, has been 
ongoing since 2011, with 
traffi  c management in 
place along the A82. But 
work on the fi nal section 
began on Monday and is 
expected to be fi nished in 
four weeks. 

Alex Macleod, opera-
tions manager for Forest 
Enterprise Scotland, said: 
‘We will try to minimise 
disruption as much as we 
can, but traffi  c manage-
ment will be in place. 

‘We once again thank 
road users and local 
communities for their un-

TIMESLINE
Centre celebrates 
tenth anniversary  

Lochaber quartet 
in tourism fi nals

Tanker crash sees 
homes evacuated 

to Charles Kennedy’s memory 

 HONOUR: libraries in Caol 
community centre and 

Lochaber high school are 
to be named in honour of 

Charles Kennedy

MAGIC: Kinlochleven Midges, the fi rst high school Quidditch team in the UK

Four years’ tree 
felling to end  

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

55. The idea has been passed to 
Highland council for approval. 

The community centre, to 
be built next year, will be part 
of a hub including the new 
St Columba’s RC school, to 
replace the current Lochyside 
RC which was built on croft 
land gifted by Charles’ grand-
father more than 50 years 
ago. Charles was one of the 
first pupils at the school and 
attended the 50th anniversary 
in September last year.

John Gillespie, chairman of 
the community council, said: 
‘Most people we asked said 
they wanted to keep the name 
as Caol community centre, but 
a couple of people suggested 
the Kennedy Building, so we 
decided we would keep the 
community centre name as it is 
but name the library inside the 
Charles Kennedy Memorial 
Library. 

‘We thought a library would 
be fitting for Charles and it’s a 
nice way to continue his legacy. 

‘It will need to be checked to 
make sure his family are okay 
about it but I think it’s a good 
way to commemorate him, es-
pecially as he came from Caol.’

Jim Sutherland, headteacher 
of Lochaber high school, said 
the parent teacher association 
made the decision to name 
the school library in honour of 
their ‘most famous pupil’.

He said: ‘Charles was a 
particular supporter of the 
school and our most famous 
former pupil, so we thought it 
would be nice to name it after 
him. Naming the library after 
Charles is a good way to keep 
his memory alive and we would 
like to have something at the 
entrance giving some informa-
tion about his life. We haven’t 
decided on an exact name yet 

but it will be something in his 
honour and we will take steps 
to contact the family for their 
approval. I wasn’t aware the 
community council had sug-
gested a similar idea for Caol, 
but I don’t see any reason why 
they can’t both be named after 
Charles.’ 

This comes after discussions 
into the possibility of erecting 
a statue of Charles in Fort 
William town centre, which 
has had mixed reviews.

Conn O’Neill, who worked 
for Charles in Fort William 
for a year until May’s general 
election, welcomed the plans. 

He said: ‘Naming these new 
libraries in Charles’ memory 
strikes me as a lovely gesture 
especially considering the 
historic links of the Kennedy 
family to Lochyside primary 
school that will be relocating 
to the same site. Charles was 

an esteemed alumnus of Loch-
aber high so it would be nice to 
see him remembered there.’

And Conn feels a library 
would be a more fitting tribute 
than a statue, saying Charles 
previously joked he didn’t want 
to be known as “Kim-Jong 
Kennedy”. 

‘People will remember when 
we opened our new office on 
the High Street that for a short 
while the window was decorat-
ed with a larger than life photo 
of Charles. To say he didn’t 
agree with my design would be 
an understatement. “Conn, I 
don’t want to be known as Kim 
Jong-Kennedy” was one of his 
quick-witted responses. 

‘Charles was a modest and 
humble man who didn’t seek 
to impose and so erecting 
statues doesn’t strike me as the 
way to remember him in the 
Highlands.’

www.facebook.com/obantimes

ADVERTORIAL
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LOCHABER high school 
pupils have been encouraged to 
look after money and valuables 
following a spate of thefts. 

Many parents have taken to 
social media to voice concerns 
about money, clothes and other 
items being stolen from the 
school, but police and head- 
teacher, Jim Sutherland, say 
only two incidents have been 
reported since pupils returned 
after the summer. 

Last week, the Oban Times 

ALL LOCHABER high 
school sixth years have 
received a Saltire Challenge 
Award for supporting the 
transition of new pupils from 
primary to secondary school. 

The school works with 
Voluntary Action Lochaber to 
recognise volunteering efforts 
of pupils through the award. 

Support for learning 
teacher, Lynn MacAllister, 
explained: ‘The buddying sup-
port provided by our S6 pupils 
to primary seven children 
from all of our associated 
primary schools has been 
instrumental in assisting the 
smooth transition into a busy 
high school environment.  A 
number of our new S1 pupils 
have additional support needs 
and S6 pupils have made them 
feel welcome and supported 
during their first experience 
of high school.’

THE FIRST dedicated student 
accommodation in Fort William will 
be ready by September next year. 

Work was due to start this week 
on the 40-bed centre at An Aird for 
students of West Highland College 
UHI.  

Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief 

executive of West Highland College 
UHI, welcomed the project: ‘The 
building of a dedicated student 
residence in Fort William under-
lines our continued determination 
to make Fort William a university 
town of the Highlands and Islands, 
providing local opportunities with 

national and international reach. 
The majority of students are located 
in our Fort William campus, so hav-
ing student residences is an integral 
part of our ability to attract talented 
learners into the area.’ 

John Hutchison, chairman of the 
college’s board of management, add-

ed: ‘The significant financial contri-
bution which this project will bring 
to Fort William through construc-
tion, ongoing building management, 
the increased number of students 
it will attract and the greater skills 
levels within our workforce can only 
be good.’

THE ‘BENEFIT of the doubt’ 
was given to a young Fort 
William businessman when he 
was found not guilty of drink 
driving. 

Cameron MacInnes, of Cas-
tle Drive, Lochyside, lodged a 
special defence of an alibi at 
his trial last Wednesday (Sep-
tember 16). 

He was accused of driving 
his friend’s car with 91 mi-
crogrammes of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath on the 

evening of Saturday, June 21 
last year, but the 21-year-old 
denied being in the car. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
heard from two police witness-
es who said they saw Mr Mac-
Innes in his home earlier the 
same evening, where the red 
Seat Ibiza he was accused of 
driving was parked, when they 
were following up a separate 
enquiry. 

Later, during a routine patrol, 
both said they saw the accused 

driving the car, and seconds 
later saw the abandoned car on 
North Road and two men run-
ning in the opposite direction 
across the British Aluminium 
club field. He was then 
detained and given a breath 
alcohol test which showed he 
had been drinking.

When Mr MacInnes took to 
the stand, he said he hadn’t 
been driving the car or run-
ning and had walked from his 
home to the BA club to meet 

his friend where he was met by 
police. 

Sheriff Davidson found the 
self-employed business owner 
not guilty as he said one of 
the police giving evidence had 
been ‘evasive’. 

He said: ‘If both witnesses 
had been strong, you would 
have been found guilty, but for 
reasons I don’t understand one 
of the officers was evasive. You 
get the benefit of the doubt and 
I find you not guilty.’ 

A BIKE stolen from Morrison’s 
supermarket, Fort William, has 
been returned to its owner. 

Police recovered the bicycle 
after it was taken from outside 
the shop on September 9, but 
enquiries continue to identify 
two suspects. 

A spokesman said: ‘Two males 
were seen on Fort William High 
Street riding in tandem and 
causing a general nuisance on 
the stolen bicycle between 
11.05pm and 11.10pm on 9 
September.  

‘If you were in the area at the 
time or saw anything in regards 
to this, and are able to identify 
these men please call Fort 
William police.’

POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
about the following crimes in 
the area. 

At around 11pm on Monday, 
September 14, an uninvited 
male was found in a house 
in Glencoe, near the visitor 
centre. After the man left, it 
was discovered a wallet was 
missing. Police are keen to 
speak to a man described as 
around 60 years old, five feet 
nine inches tall, medium build 
with grey hair and facial hair. 
He was wearing a hat, dark 
fleece jumper, dark trousers 
and glasses. 

On Sunday, September 19, at 
8.30pm, the back window of 
an unoccupied house at Tigh 
Phuirt, Glencoe, was broken 
in an apparent attempt to gain 
entry. 

A black and blue mountain 
bike was stolen from the 
garden of a house in Caol.

Some time between 
Monday, September 7, and 
Wednesday, September 16, 
a spare wheel and mountain 
bracket were stolen from a 
kayak trailer parked near 
the Isles of Glencoe Hotel in 
Ballachulish. 

Numerous items are handed 
into Fort William police 
station every week, including 
phones, wallets and cameras. 
Police remind the public if 
they have lost anything it is 
worth checking if it has been 
handed in. 

Police have asked anyone 
with information about these 
incidents to contact them 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 
or online at www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org. They also remind 
the public to secure property, 
vehicles and outbuildings as 
nights begin to draw in. 

TIMESLINE

GOOD causes in the West 
Highlands are set to bag 
funding boosts worth up to 
£2,500 as the Co-op gives 
away money raised from 
plastic bag charges. 

Community groups can ap-
ply to the retailer’s local fund 
for a grant of between £200 
and £2,500. The money has 
come from the sale of carrier 
bags since the 5p charge 
came into force in October 
last year. 

Shops in Lochaber, Mull, 
Tiree, Kyle, Skye and the 
Western Isles all have money 
to give away and winners will 
be picked by a public vote 
from a shortlist of organisa-
tions.

Apply online before the 
deadline of October 7 via 
www.co-oplocalfund.co.uk. 

SUPPORTIVE: Lochaber high school sixth years received a Saltire Award for helping new pupils settle in

Enquiries continue 
after bike is taken 

Good causes bag 
Co-op cash boost 

Advice to pupils following 
spate of thefts from school  

reported that an iPod, money 
and make-up had been taken 
from a bag inside the female 
changing rooms and parents 
have used Facebook to warn 
others about items which have 
allegedly been stolen. 

One parent posted an appeal 
for the return of her daughter’s 
purse which was taken while 
she was in a dance class last 
week. It was returned later but 
without money inside.  

The father of a third year 
pupil told the Oban Times 
he is worried after seeing 
the Facebook posts and his 
daughter had money taken 

from her bag twice in two days.
He said: ‘It’s not nice to know 
there’s people like that around 
your kids, especially at school.  

‘You can’t help but think it’s 
going to get worse as they get 
older because if get away with 
stealing £20 they’ll do it more 
and more until they’re stealing 
from shops.’ 

Mr Sutherland said there can 
be more than 1,000 people in 
the building every day and 
encouraged pupils to keep 
their property safe.

He said: ‘Money and valuables 
should be kept on your person 
or secure in a locker. 

‘During PE, pupils have 
the option to give anything 
valuable to a teacher for 
safekeeping.

‘Unfortunately, not everyone 
in the world is honest and, with 
so many people in the building 
at once, it can be difficult to 
track down the people behind 
thefts, although we have had 
success in the past.’

Mr Sutherland said some 
incidents have been reported 
to him but others were only 
brought to his attention by the 
Oban Times: ‘If someone has 
lost something or suspects it 
has been stolen parents should 

feel free to contact me directly. 
If something has been taken 
we should be made aware of it 
because we can’t investigate or 
retrieve it if we don’t know it 
has happened.’

Lochaber area inspector, 
Donald Campbell, confirmed 
two incidents have been 
reported to police since the 
new term started in August.

He said: ‘The school will have 
a policy about what to bring to 
school and how to keep it safe, 
but my advice would be to 
make sure any valuable items 
are either secure or on your 
person at all times.’ 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Sixth years     
rewarded 
for support

MORE than £1,500 was raised by brave adventurers 
who took on Nevis Range’s high wire course at the 
weekend. 

Hardy children took it on first before adults braved 
the course in teams of four, trying hard not to spill 
buckets of water they were carrying.

Saturday’s event was a fundraising effort in a bid 
to place a full-size Ford T replica in Fort William’s 
Cameron Square, to commemorate May 9, 1911, when 
a car was driven to the summit of Ben Nevis by Henry 
Alexander, the son of Scotland’s first Ford distributor.

The Ben Nevis Bronze Ford project team are now 
almost halfway to their required total of £85,000. 

A spokesman for the group thanked everyone who 
turned out on the day: ‘Thanks go to all the children, 
weel-kent faces, the many businesses and organisa-
tions who took part or contributed. The day was made 
possible through the generosity and foresight of Ian 
Sykes and Nevis Range who share the vision that the 
Bronze Ford  will appeal  both to locals and our many 
visitors and will become a significant part of Fort 
William’s identity.’ 

BRAVE: Michael Wallace and his team- 
mates take on a high wire carrying buckets 
of water to raise money for the Ben Nevis 

Bronze Ford project

First dedicated student ‘digs’ at college

BALLACHULISH residents have 
backed a proposed hydro-elec-
tric scheme. 

The village’s community 
company wants to install 
the scheme at the Laroch to 
generate electricity to be sold 
for profi t which would, in turn, 
benefi t the village. Although 
voter turnout was only 45 per 
cent, those who did take part 
voted in favour of the scheme 
by 93.8 per cent. The next step 
is applying to the Scottish Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
for an extraction licence before 
applying for planning permis-
sion later in the year. 

Ballachulish backs 
hydro-scheme bid 

MORE than £370,000 will be 
ploughed into the Highlands 
and Islands to help young 
people prepare for the world of 
work. 

Highland council will receive 
£323,447 and £47,458 will go 
to Comhairle nan Eilan Siar as 
part of a £5.8 million investment 
by the Scottish government to 

reduce youth unemployment.   
The money will be used 

to strengthen links between 
schools, colleges and employers  
to create pathways into work, as 
well as supporting vulnerable 
groups towards employment. 

Roseanna Cunningham, 
Scottish government cabinet 
secretary for fair work, skills 

and training, said: ‘Local 
government has a key role to 
play in preparing young women 
and men for employment and is 
already taking forward a range 
of activities to help them fulfil 
their potential. This additional 
funding will allow councils to 
offer even more support to their 
young people.’

Adventurers rise to 
high wire challenge

More than just 
beautiful seafood

Overlooking the Harbour 

 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Across
1 Cast a ballot (4)
3 Money overdue (3,5)
9 To treat with these salts (7)
10 Run off to Gretna Green (5)
11 Careless (12)
14 Smooth down (3)
16 Religious law (5)
17 Earth breaker (3)
18 Mixed in (12)
21 Band (5)
22 Used in alloy steels (7)
23 Basic (2-6)
24 Top Tatar (4)

Down
1 In the forefront (8)
2 Rwandan people (5)
4 Scottish affirmative (3)
5 Where one would clothe oneself (8,4)
6 Microorganisms in the use of degrading 

oils (shortened) (7)
7 Abandon the potting one? (4)
8 Done deal (4,8)
12 Increase a bill (3-2)
13 Animal leader? (8)
15 Do not attend when meant to (4,3)
19 Contains the largest muscle in the human 

body (5)
20 Bowl over (4)
22 None (3)

SHAOIL mi gun robh na seallaid-
hean air an t-slighe an iar à Inbhir 
Nis tràth madainn Dihaoine seo 
chaidh cho brèagha ri dad an àite air 
thalamh. 

Grian maidne a’ deàrrsadh air trus-
gain phurpaidh na monaidhean, agus 
dealt na h-oidhche foghair ag èirigh 
na shùgain ceò ann am fasgadh nan 
gleann. 
Cha b’ e seo a’ chiad turas dhomh 
fhìn beachdachadh air cho àlainn ‘s 
a tha an dùthaich againn agus mar 
a tha sinn aig amannan buailteach a 
bhith car neo-thaingeil ‘s gun a bhith 
a’ cur luach oirre.

Bha mi air mo shlighe gu ruige Poll 
Iùbh, gu Mòd Ionadail Rois an Iar 
agus gu taisbeanadh eile de mhoit 
coimhearsnachd nan cànan agus nan 
cuid dualchas. 

Agus chuala sinn sin ann am 
pailteas bho sgaoth de dhaoine 
òga far feadh sgìre fharsaing den 
Ghàidhealtachd, is luchd-teagaisg 
agus farpaisich a’ gabhail cothrom 
air na measaidhean mu dheireadh 
mus nochd iad aig a’ Mhòd Nàise-
anta Rìoghail anns an Òban ann am 
beagan is cola-deug.

B’ e seo an ceathramh Mòd agam 
fhìn air a’ bhliadhna gu ruige seo, 
agus thar mo thursan eadar Ìle, 
Muile, Inbhir Nis, agus Poll  Iùbh, 
tha mi air mòran misneachaidh 
fhaotainn à ìre a’ chànain a chuala 
mi agus cuideachd à dealas nam 
feadhna a th’ air a bhith an sàs. 

Tha e ro shoirbh a bhith a’ call 
misneachd a’ leughadh is a’ cluinn-
tinn càineadh air taic na Gàidhlig, 
agus cnàmhan mun staid anns am 
bheil i anns na coimhearsnachdan, 
agus tha e math cothrom fhaotainn 
a bhith am measg dhaoine a tha a’ 
daingneachadh an cuid pròis innte. 
Gnìomh a dhearbhas, mar a thuirt 
an seanfhacal!   

Ann an cuid de dhòighean tha 
ùpraid Mòd Nàiseanta 2014 a’ fair-
eachadh uabhasach fad’ às, agus aig 
an aon àm saoilidh mi gun deach a’ 
bhliadhna seachad na bu luaithe na 
gin roimhe. 

Tha fhios gur e buaidh na h-aoise 
a tha sin! 

Ach aois ann neo às tha fadachd 
orm fhìn, agus tha mi glè chinnteach 
air mìltean eile ar slighe a dhèanamh 
dhan Òban gu Mòd 2015, oir bidh 

sinn a’ tilleadh gu dachaigh spiora-
dail a’ Mhòid agus gun teagamh gu 
làrach cho math ‘s  a th’ ann airson 
na fèise chliùitich seo. 

Ma cheadaicheas slàinte is eile bidh 
fiughair orm coinneachadh ri cuid 
agaibh an sin, agus fhad ‘s a bhios 
sinne ri subhachas bu mhath dhuinn 
cuimhneachadh air na mìltean a 
tha a’ triall thar na Roinn Eòrpa 
nam fògarraich air an sgaradh bho 
dhùthaich is bho dhualchas, beò ann 
an dòchas air cobhair!   

HAVING attended four provincial 
Mòds this year, I am very much look-
ing forward to the Royal National 
Mòd in Oban next month. 

Oban is the spiritual home of the 
National Mòd and unquestionably 
where a prime locus is matched by 
the hospitality of the community.

Celebrating our cultural heritage, 
we should spare a thought for the 
thousands desperately trudging 
across Europe, driven from homes 
and cultures, and living in hope of 
succour.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk 

Donald Black doesn’t 
disappoint in concert
DONALD Black was on flying form 
at his concert last Friday, September 
18. 

I’ve known Donald for years and, 
until last Friday, had never seen him 
live, so I was thoroughly looking 
forward to the evening. 

Donald certainly didn’t disappoint. 
Armed with an array of mouth or-
gans, and backed by Martainn Skene 
on piano and accordion and Donnie 
Mackenzie on guitar, he put on a 
great show. 

Donald is always quick to praise his 
backing band. Himself and Donnie 
Mackenzie are old friends who have 
toured the world together over many 
years. 

Donald spoke highly of Martainn 
who he said was ‘new to the scene’. 
He praised his musicianship and, 
most of all, his playing of the older 
style of tunes which are so often 
ignored by a generation keen to play 
modern compositions. 

Donnie and Martainn made a great 
backline.

Both halves of the evening were 
opened by another friend of Don-
ald’s - Roddy Campbell from Barra. 

Roddy sang a selection of Gaelic 
songs and played a few sets of pipe 
tunes on the electric chanter. 

The highlight for me came at the 
end of the concert when Donald 
played the Gaelic slow air ‘Gruagach 
Òg an Fhuillt Bhàin’, surely one of 
the most beautiful tunes the world 
has ever heard. 

The whole audience began singing - 
lead by Roddy - passionately belting 
out the Barra song from his front row 
seat. 

Donald later confessed that his 
usual arrangement is to change the 
key of the piece halfway through but, 
such was the beauty of the audience’s 
singing, he decided to remain in the 
same key to allow them to carry on. 
It was a great moment. 

With the tone that he produces 
from the mouth organ, when it comes 
to slow Gaelic airs, I don’t think 
Donald Black can be beaten.

Seasaidh Leagsaidh - 
a comedy masterclass 
I’M BEGINNING to wonder when 
I will be able to stop laughing after 
sitting in an audience treated to 
the best of comedy in the Mitchell 
Theatre on Saturday, September 19. 

Calum Mackinnon - as three differ-
ent characters - had the whole audi-
ence in stitches from start to finish 
helped, of course, by the brilliantly 
funny Seonag Monk and Daibhidh 
Walker. 

His first guise was as a nervous and 
completely useless master of cere-
monies who tried to introduce the 
whole show by telling a simple joke 
he couldn’t remember. He eventually 
managed to introduce Calum Mac-
Innes to sing and play a few country 
classics on guitar and piano. It was 
an excellent start.

The next character he played was a 
butler who got drunker and drunker 
while drinking toasts with the lady of 
the house, played by Seonag Monk. 

After the interval, it was time for 
Seasaidh Leagsaidh to take the 
stage. This became outrageously 
funny. At one point, Seasaidh Lexy 
was supposedly having a baby, with 
Daibhidh Walker playing the mid-
wife. The audience were in fits.

There was huge energy to the whole 
performance - the actors were clearly 
enjoying the humour as much as the 
audience. 

By the end, the audience was 
buzzing. I think I’ll probably stop 
laughing halfway through next week.

Glasgow Skye opening 
concert a big success

THE GLASGOW Skye had an 
succesful start to its 150th season 
on Saturday, September 12 in the 
Crawford Hall. 

The singers were Josie Burgess, 
Rhona Morrison, Alasdair Whyte 
and Calum Angus Macdonald and 
the instrumentalists were Shona 
Masson on the fiddle and John 
Gillies making his first appearance 
as the new association piper. The 

evening was chaired by association 
president, Christine MacLeod, 
and the audience enjoyed the usual 
supper.

Stirling cèilidh hits 
all the right notes

THE STIRLING branch of An Co-
munn Gàidhealach had a grand night 
in the Albert Hall on September 19. 

There was a wide variety of music 
from piper, Blyth Walker, singers 
Jennifer Campbell, Emma Deans 
and Seumas Campbell and the tal-
ented musicians and singers from the 
Riverside Music Project under 
the leadership of Jo Miller

The evening was enjoyed by a small 
but appreciative audience.

What’s on

Thursday September 24: Coinnich 
ri Ughdar (Meet the Author), Gaelic 
Books Council, Mansfield Street, 
Glasgow. 
Saturday October 3: East Ayrshire 
Gaelic Forum Gaelic Conversation 
Day, Shortlees Community Centre, 
Glasgow. 
Saturday October 3: Comunn Sgia-
thanach (Glasgow Skye Association) 
race/curry night, West of Scotland 
Cricket Club.
Saturday October 10: Latha Gàidh-
lig (Gaelic Day) Beith Community 
Centre,  Kings Road,  Beith.
Friday October 23: Glasgow Skye 
Association Marag Supper, Craw-
ford Hall.
Saturday October 24: Tiree As-
sociation fundraising race night, 
Crawford Hall. 

Pub scene  

Park Bar: Thursday, Sep-
tember 24: Session. Friday, 
September 25: Ceol an Aire.
Saturday, September 26: Eriskay Lilt.
Sunday, September 27: Trail West. 
Islay Inn: Friday, September 
25: Fandangos. Saturday, 
September 26: Black Velvet.
Wednesday, September 30: Quiz 
Night.

This week’s fl ashback photograph comes from the 1986 fi les of the Oban Times and features members of Oban Otters 
swimming club who raised £2,262 in a sponsored swim. Half the money raised went to club funds with the other half 
donated to the Imperial Cancer Research Fund. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for the Oban Times can be sent to 
‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, the Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a 
print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope.   

Kayak cash gratefully 
received by lifeboat 
Sir,
The crew and all the shore-based 
personnel at Oban lifeboat wish to 
thank the organisers of the Oban 
Sea Kayak Race for their substantial 
donation of £2,500 to the RNLI. 

This event is extremely well 
managed and planned by a hard-
working committee and attracts 
entries from all over the UK and 
abroad. 

The lifeboat service can only 
continue to provide its life-saving 
service at sea with the support of 
the general public and we are very 
pleased to be the beneficiaries of 
another successful Oban Sea Kayak 
Race day.

Les Stewart, treasurer, Oban 
lifeboat. 

Switch fi rms to avoid 
delivery surcharges

Sir,
Your recent feature on delivery 
surcharges in the Highlands 
highlights an issue that could affect 
every person living in the region - but 
in many cases it need not.  

There is often an alternate supplier 
who will provide the required goods 
for the standard delivery charge - in 

fact some suppliers do not charge 
for delivery even to the Highlands.
So the solution to these excessive 
charges is in our own hands: take 
our business elsewhere and the firms 
charging these extra fees will soon 
get the message.

I was alarmed to read in your feature 
that apparently, the population of the 
Highlands and Islands has increased 
to a million. 

This is a three-fold increase on 
the official Government population  
figures for 2014 (Highland  233,100,  
Eilean Siar  27,250, Orkney 21,590, 
Shetland 23,230 – total 305,170).  
Even including the other off-shore 
islands the total is less than a third 
of a million.

So has there been a huge but 
unnoticed influx of migrants or is it 
a case of mistaken reporting?

Martyn Green, Lochailort.

Willing to help a 
small refugee family

Sir,
I have just emailed Argyll and Bute 
councillors, Elaine Robertson, 
Duncan MacIntyre JP, Iain MacLean 
and Iain Angus MacDonald, asking 
them to help me help a refugee 
family. 

There have been far too many 
images of desperate human beings 
risking their lives, and those of their 

children, trying to find a better life 
within the EU.

These people are fleeing war 
and persecution. They are not 
making these journeys to ‘drain our 
economy’ by ‘sponging off the state’. 

I live in the above-mentioned 
councillors’ ward. 

I am very disappointed with how 
the UK government has handled this 
humanitarian crisis. 

Despite recent statements by PM 
David Cameron, there has been little 
evidence of true compassion and 
decency. 

The Scottish First Minister’s tears 
won’t help, either. 

Most of those in need have been seen 
as figures rather than humans. It is 
our responsibility as a nation to make 
a difference and help those in need. 
We must act now. 

I’m urging Argyll and Bute council 
to announce how many families will 
be taken in. 

To get started, I have offered my 
guest room with a double bed, my 
house and my heart to a small family. 

I am offering my personal space, 
which is also where I work from, 
because acts are better than words in 
this world. 

I truly look forward to welcoming 
a small refugee family to my humble 
Oban home and await a call from 
Argyll and Bute council. 

Margret Powell-Joss, Stroncriach, 
Rowan Road, Oban.

The visceral, winner-takes-all, money-sodden 
world of professional sport can often be an 
unedifying spectacle, leaving spectators with a 

bitter aftertaste as the victor brays before our television 
screens in triumph and the vanquished scowls in defeat.

How refreshing then is it to read in our coverage of 
the Camanachd Cup final the after-match comments of 
John MacRitchie, the manager of the victorious Lovat 
side. If ever there was a man ‘magnanimous in victory’, 
it is Mr MacRitchie.

This was shinty’s world cup final and the showpiece 
match at Oban’s Mossfield stadium was the hard-fought, 

bruising, blood-spattered, compelling contest served up 
on these high-octane occasions.

Yet despite the elation and the euphoria of the post-
match celebrations, John MacRitchie took time out 
to pay a fulsome and sincere tribute to his opponents, 
Kyles Athletic, describing them as a ‘fantastic team on 
and off the pitch’ and an ‘absolute credit to the sport of 
shinty’. 

The big shots of football’s Premier League, both north 
and south of the Border, could learn a thing or two 
about sportsmanship from Mr MacRitchie. Long live 
the Corinthian spirit and the ‘clash of the ash’.
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A SECTION of the road 
between Fort William and 
Inverness is to benefi t from 
£325,000 of resurfacing 
work. 

One and a half kilometres of 
the A82, at Laggan Locks, will 
be improved in the invest-
ment by Transport Scotland.
Work started on Monday and 
temporary traffi  c limits are in 
place between 7am and 7pm 
between Monday and Friday  
for the next two weeks. 
Traffi  c management will be 
removed outside of working 
hours, but a 30mph limit will 
remain.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scot-
land’s operating company 
representative for the north 
west, said: ‘These essential 
works will improve the road 
surface at this section of the 
A82. Some delays are inevita-
ble and we would therefore 
encourage motorists to plan 
their journey ahead, where 
possible.’ 

A NEW study is under 
way to explore the benefits 
of re-introducing flights 
between Skye and the Scottish 
mainland. 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has 
commissioned a consultancy 
firm to carry out the study, 
which began with a stakeholder 
workshop in Broadford last 
Wednesday (September 16). 

Stuart MacPherson of HIE 
said: ‘Strong reliable transport 
links are, of course, crucial to 

A GROUP campaigning for cheaper flights 
to and from Scottish islands has changed its 
name to target a wider audience. 

Previously ‘Islanders against Flybe and 
Loganair’s excessive prices’, the campaign 
has rebranded it name to ‘Islanders for Fair 
Air Fares’.

This comes after a social media-led 
petition resulted in flight operators 
introducing a cheaper ‘compassionate’ 
ticket price for those travelling due to 

family emergencies. Campaign founder, 
Scott Preston, said the group has realised 
it is not only the flight providers to blame: 
‘Our name has changed, not because 
we have stopped chasing Loganair, but 
because we have come to the realisation 
since our meeting with Loganair that they 
are not the only ones who have a case to 
answer.’

He continued: ‘We successfully argued 
for the introduction of the compassionate 

fares scheme, and it is now time to continue 
work on the biggest one: overall fares. The 
new name is a much clearer statement of 
our aims. 

‘It also ensures that people know we are 
targeting all those involved in our fares. 
Loganair deserve credit for engaging with 
the campaign and showing willingness to 
help. It is time for the Scottish government 
and Highlands and Islands Airports 
Limited to do the same,’ Mr Preston added.

A CANCER sufferer from Fort William has 
thanked the Macmillan cancer nurses for the 
support they have given him during his illness. 

Charlie MacColl presented a £520 cheque to 
Macmillan senior nurse, Derek McBride, at the 

town’s Belford hospital in the hope it can be used 
to support other people with cancer in Lochaber.

The money was raised through ceilidhs or-
ganised by other local people on behalf of Mr 
MacColl.

COMMERCIAL stag 
shooting will be available on 
Rum for the next two seasons. 

Rights have been passed 
from Gallanach lodge on the 
neighbouring island of Muck 
meaning as well as culls by 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH), owners of the lodge 
can taking paying guests 
to Rum to experience deer 
stalking. 

This will provide seasonal 
employment on the island for 
the next two years, as well as 
supporting local businesses. 

Allan Henderson, Highland 
councillor and chairman of 
the Isle of Rum community 
trust, said: ‘It is great to see 
an opportunity for local 
residents and businesses to 
benefit directly from a well-
established land management 
practice. 

‘This initiative complements 
many of the projects the 
community is already 
undertaking on Rum, such as 
the new bunkhouse.’

A spokesman for SNH 
confirmed ethical shooting 
practices and safety 
procedures will be carried 
out. 

TWELVE Lochaber high 
school pupils got a taste of 
the adult world when they 
attended mock job interviews.

The sixth years, 
accompanied by deputy head- 
teacher, Elizabeth Gow, were 
interviewed by members of 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber, 
to prepare them for future 
jobs. 

Rotarian, Cameron 
Sommerville, thanked the 
club’s youth committee and 
said it had been a ‘learning 
experience on both sides’. 

LOCHABER and District 
Canine Society (LDCS) raised 
£633 for national charity, the 
Retired Greyhound Trust.

The money was raised 
through the annual com-
panion show, as well as four 
summer dog walks, which club 
members paid a small dona-
tion to attend. Each event was 
considered a ‘huge success’ by 
the organisers.

The LDCS, which nominates 
a chosen charity to raise funds 
for each year, thanked club 
members and the public for 

SIT DOWN for a cuppa and a 
cake this weekend and you will 
be helping raise money to fi ght 
cancer. 

Rhoda Grant, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands, is 
encouraging people to take 
part in the World’s Biggest 
Coff ee Morning in support of 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Tomorrow (Friday) will mark 
the 25th anniversary of the 
event and is the offi  cial day of 
the coff ee morning, although 
fundraisers can be held at any 
time. 

Mr Grant said: ‘It’s a fun and 
easy way to raise money to 
help Macmillan be there for 
people with cancer and their 
families when they are needed 
most.’ 

To register an event visit 
www.coffee.macmillan.org.
uk, call 08456021246 or text 
COFFEE to 88080.

TIMESLINE

Enjoy a coff ee and 
raise cancer cash 

A82 road repairs 
at Laggan Locks  

Preparing pupils for the world of work

EXPERIENCE: Lochaber high school sixth years attended mock interviews held by the Rotary Club 
of Lochaber

New study under way into 
possibility of Skye flights

a successful and competitive 
region. Air services from and 
to small rural airports can play 
a key role in the communities 
they serve, creating a sense of 
connectedness, providing life-
line services and supporting 
economic growth. 

‘Skye is served by the road 
bridge and by ferry services, 
but it is over two hours from 
the nearest airport and at least 
a five hour drive to the central 
belt. 

‘We need to be clear about 
the full extent of the benefits 
of reintroducing a regular 
air service for the island and 
surrounding area as this will 

help inform the business case 
to re-establish the service.’ 

Ian Blackford, MP for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
and a member of FlySkye, 
a group campaigning to 
reopen the Ashaig airstrip to 
commercial flights, attended 
on Wednesday, although a 
spokesman for the group said 
not enough had been done 
to engage with other relevant 
groups and individuals.

He said: ‘The third person 
involved with FlySkye was not 
consulted, nor invited. 

‘This is quite unacceptable, 
particularly as the third person 
is the one who has connected 

with so many others on social 
media. Between Twitter and 
Facebook, we have 3,500 
followers. They are all potential 
‘stakeholders’ and did not have 
the opportunity to attend.’

A spokesman for HIE 
confirmed both Mr Blackford 
and Boyd Robasdan, another 
member of FlySkye, attended 
the meeting and the study will 
consult with other businesses 
and organisations on a ‘one-to- 
one basis’. 

Loganair operated flights 
at Skye’s existing airstrip at 
Ashaig, Broadford, from its 
opening in 1972 until it was 
disbanded in 1988. 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Fares group targets wider audience

CEILIDH CASH: Charlie MacColl, third left, presents a cheque to Macmillan senior nurse, Derek McBride, 
fourth from right, along with fundraisers

Paying 
guests can 
shoot stags 
on Rum  

TOP DOG: members of  Loch-
aber and District Canine Society 
and their dogs proudly showing 

off  the money raised 

their support and generosity.
The club get together for 
training classes every Tuesday 
at 7.30pm at the Nevis Centre 
and is open to all levels of 
experience.

To find out more, visit www.
lochaberanddistrictcanineso-
ciety.com

Charlie cheques in with £520

Cash boost for dog trust 

Scottish Calendars 2016

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Scottish Field
Large   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar U.K. inc P&P

£11.95

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

CRIME in the Western 
Isles has dropped by 60 per 
cent since 2007 and crime 
in Scotland has reached a 
41-year low, figures have 
shown.

The statistics, which were 
published by the Scottish 
government, show that Police 
Scotland recorded 444 crimes 
for 2014-15 in the islands.

This is down from 478 
recorded the previous year 
and represents a 60 per cent 
reduction from 2006-07, when 
1125 crimes were recorded.

The Western Isles currently 
has the second lowest rate of 
crime in Scotland. 

MSP for Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar, Alasdair Allan, said: 
‘This is fantastic news for 
everyone in the Western Isles. 

‘Recorded crime has been 
steadily dropping over the 
past eight years and we are 
now seeing the lowest levels of 
crime for a generation. 

‘With the islands having 
the second lowest rate of 
recorded crime in Scotland, 
this cements our reputation as 
one of the safest places in the 
country and one of the best to 
bring up children.’

Islands’ 
crime rate 
drops to a 
41-year low 

Students attend 
mock interviews 
staged by Rotary 
club of Lochaber
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COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

Who is it? Scottish Slimmers Food

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Scottish Slimmers Food original recipe

Tagliatelle with Roasted 
Butternut Squash

Scottish Slimmers are based in Aberdeen and are 
Scotland’s only home-grown slimming organisation. 
Weekly weight loss classes take place in Oban, Fort 
William and Ballachulish. If you’d like to fi nd out more, 
go to scottishslimmers.com or take this page along to 
your local class to JOIN FREE.

As autumn approaches and the cold weather sets in, 
our health and weight can sometimes take a backseat. 
But you can have healthy, hearty and wholesome meals 
that will keep you warm and satisfi ed for longer with 
Scottish Slimmers. 

If you’re looking for recipes you can cook quickly, 
packed with healthy ingredients that are easy on your 
waistline, then Scottish Slimmers have got you covered 
this season!

15 Checks (375 Cals)
Serves 2
INGREDIENTS

300g peeled weight, 
butternut squash
85g shallots, cut into 
chunks
Spray oil
Salt
Pepper
1 rounded tsp brown 
sugar
2 tsp butter
1 tsp chopped fresh 
thyme leaves
175g tagliatelle
2 dspn grated parmesan 
cheese

DIRECTIONS

1 Pre-heat oven to 220ºC/
gas mark 8.
2 Cut the butternut 
squash into 1 cm / ½ inch 

cubes. Spread out the 
squash and the chunks of 
shallot on a baking tray. 
Spray with oil, season 
with salt and pepper and 
sprinkle with the brown 
sugar. Roast in the oven 
about 20-25 minutes 
until squash and shallots 
are tender and golden.
3 Cook the tagliatelle 
in lightly salted boiling 
water until just tender. 
Drain and divide 
between 2 serving 
dishes. Toss in 1 teaspoon 
of butter to each serving.
Remove the squash and 
shallots from the oven 
and stir in the thyme. 
Divide the mixture 
between the 2 servings 
and top each with 1 dspn 
grated parmesan cheese.

What do they do?
Local weekly slimming classes, weight 
loss progammes and recipes

Where can I find them?
Call free 0800 36-26-36 or visit 
scottishslimmers.com

Call free 0800 36-26-36 or visit scottishslimmers.com

PEOPLE can help the 
ongoing effort to keep 
forests and trees healthy, 
says Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS).

The simple message 
behind the commission’s 
new ‘Keep It Clean’ 
campaign, is that arriving 
at woodlands with clean 
boots, tyres and kit, such as 
tools or walking poles, can 
help slow the spread of tree 
pests and diseases.

Environment minister, 
Dr Aileen McLeod, said: 
‘This is a very simple idea 
that could have a very big 
impact on tree health.

‘Our forests are a vital 
environmental, economic, 
social and cultural resource 
and we should all willingly 
play our part in doing what 
we can to protect them.

‘Keeping it clean is a 
fundamental message that 
we should all support - the 
people who visit and work 
in woodlands are key to 
protecting our trees.’

The simple advice to 
‘Keep It Clean’ asks people 
to take a few minutes 
before visiting a woodland 
to clean dirt and mud off 
boots, tyres, kit and pets 
- and to make this a habit 
before every woodland visit.

The campaign offers 
landowners and managers 
different free-to-download 
versions of a graphic, as 

well as a short free-to-use 
promotional film, to 
promote the Keep It Clean 
message. 

This message is also being 
promoted using social 
media. 

Dr Anna Brown, the 
Forestry Commission 
Scotland’s Head of Tree 
Health, said: ‘Practising 
good biosecurity is one of 
the key aspects of prevent-
ing the spread of tree pest 
and diseases.

‘One of the ways that 
they can arrive in a healthy 
forest is to be carried there 
in mud and forest debris 
that gets stuck on people’s 
boots and car or bicycle 
tyres, or even on dog’s paws 
and horse’s hooves.

‘We’re encouraging 
anyone involved in land 
or forest management to 
download the graphic and 
make use of the promotion-
al film to help spread the 
message and make people 
aware of the importance 
of their role in keeping our 
forests and trees healthy,’ 
she added.

Anyone looking to 
make use of the new 
graphic – either for site 
signage or for inclusion 
in trade magazines, staff 
newsletters or public facing 
publications - can obtain 
the device, and guidance on 
how to use it, online.

A YOUNG cello player 
from Spean Bridge attended 
a residential course with a 
prestigious orchestra thanks 
to a grant from the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber.

Ivan Davies spent time 
with the Scottish Schools 
Orchestra Trust in Dun-
blane over the summer, after 
receiving a £450 grant from 
the Kenneth J MacPherson 
Trust, administered by the 
rotary.

The talented 10-year-old 
received distinction at this 
year’s Lochaber Music 
Festival and is also learning 
to play the chanter. 

Terry Lee, president of 
Lochaber Rotary, said: 
‘The club was delighted 
to help this Lochaber 
youngster benefit from 
further musical tuition and 
we look forward to hearing 
him perform at the club. 
We wish him well for the 
future.’ 

The Kenneth J MacPher-
son Trust was set up 25 
years ago, following the 
death of Mr MacPherson, 
a popular principal maths 
teacher at Lochaber high 
school during the 50s and 
60s. 

Over the years, the 
generous sum donated by 
the family has been added 
to by donations from the 
Kilmallie Singers and other 
legacies. Recently, after 
most of the original trustees 
had retired, the remaining 
funds were passed to the 
rotary club to administer.

GAELIC language 
and culture has been 
suffering due to the 
lack of people keeping 
individual dialects alive, 
argues Oban Times 
reader, Ewan Macintyre.

He maintains the 
Scots language was 
wrongly identified more 
than 500 years ago - or 
things would have been 
different today.

Mr Macintyre, of 
Culloden, wrote to the 
Oban Times: ‘Lochgilp-
head Gaelic tutor to TV 
programme Outlander, 
Àdhamh O’Broin, 
decided that teaching his 
own children was part of 
the answer to keeping the 
Dalriada dialect alive. 

‘He began ten years 
ago after realising the 
Gaelic of his native 
Argyll was on the verge 
of extinction.

‘What has caused 
the language of the 
original Scots of Argyll, 
and therefore our real 
Scottish language, 
to reach the verge of 
extinction? 

‘The fact that the wrong 
language has been called 
the Scots language for 
500 years has not helped. 

‘The Wikipedia entry 
for ‘Early Scots’ calls it 
Northern Middle-Eng-
lish, other names are 
Inglis, Ynglis, and 
variants around 1450. 

‘Yet in about 1500 it 
was renamed Scottis 
(Scots) despite the fact 
that Gaelic had been 
called by that very name 
for centuries. 

‘Consequently, at least 
20 generations of Gaels 
in Argyll and elsewhere 
have been misled.’

Mr Macintyre 
continued: ‘A European 
linguist called Peter 
Schrijver argues that 
a language he calls 
British Celtic was spoken 
throughout Britain when 
the Romans arrived. 

‘He concludes that 
the split up into Welsh, 
Cornish, Scots-Gaelic, 
Irish, Pictish, etc was 
caused by the Roman 
presence.

‘An archaeologist called 

Ewan Campbell asks the 
question, ‘Were the Scots 
Irish?’ 

‘It would seem that the 
archaeological evidence 
in mid-Argyll and 
north-eastern Ireland 
does not support the 
theory of invasion by 
the Irish in the 6th 
century. If he and his 
team at the University of 
Glasgow are correct, it 
follows that generations 
have been misled by that 
fabricated invasion as 
well.’

He added: ‘Our 
founding Scottish 
language, indeed our 
very identity as Scots, 
would not be under 
threat today if culturally 
aware Glaswegians opt 
to learn – or have their 
children learn – the 
Argyll dialect. 

‘After all, mid-Argyll 
is just across the Firth 
of Clyde and the 
Argyll dialect may 
well be responsible for 
the pronunciation of 
Glasgow’s many Gaelic 
place-names.’

Argyll Animal Aid
Christmas Fayre

Corran Halls, Oban
Saturday 21st November 

11am to 3pm
To book a stall please call 

Jean on 01631 566406 
for a booking form, 
or download from 

www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk
Charity bookings £18 
Commercial etc £25

COFFEE
MORNING
FRIDAY 25TH 
SEPTEMBER

Come and join us!
Sinclair Dr, Oban PA34 4DR
T: 01631 562208

Girl Guiding Oban District
TABLE TOP SALE

Babies, toddlers & kids 
items

Oban Guide Hall 
Sunday 27 September 

11am - 3pm
Bring your own table £5
Or book a table £7.50

Contact Kerryann 
07879 552988/01631 572029

Pre-Mod Ceilidh
Thursday 24th September

Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 7pm
Come and hear local pipers, singers and choirs
perform their pieces for the Royal National Mod.

Oban High School.      Oban Gaelic Choir

TABLE TOP SALE
Toys, Books, Games

and Cakes!

Noah’s Ark Parent and

Contact: Irena on 
07749800410

Keep It Clean campaign 
launched to keep trees healthy 

Talented Ivan has 

plenty of strings 

to his bow thanks 

to rotary grant

THREE plaques are to be installed across Ed-
inburgh in recognition of some of the city’s 
most important historic fi gures – including 
Sorley Maclean, one of the most signifi cant 
Scottish poets of the 20th century.

Sorley Maclean is one of eight historical 
fi gures or groups to be recognised by 
Historic Scotland’s Commemorative 
Plaque Scheme, now in its fourth year. 

The scheme celebrates the life and 
achievements of signifi cant historic fi g-
ures through the erection of a plaque on 
the home where they lived, or a building 
synonymous with their achievements. 

Recognised all over the world for his 
contribution to Scottish culture, Ma-
clean’s Gaelic language poetry explores 
the beauty and passion of love, as well as 
the horrors of war.

This he experienced fi rst-hand in the 

western desert during World War Two.  
He began writing poetry as a student at 

Edinburgh University, and went on to teach 
English at Boroughmuir High School, where 
his students included future crime writer, 
Ken McClure. 

His plaque is to be installed in Viewforth, 
Bruntsfi eld, in recognition of MacLean’s 
links with Edinburgh and as a teacher at the 
school for many years.

Nominations for Historic Scotland’s Com-
memorative Plaque Scheme are submitted 
by the public  before an independent 
panel of experts review and select the fi nal 
recipients. 

This year’s recipients were announced 
by Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Europe 
and External Aff airs, Fiona Hyslop, at a 
ceremony in the University of Edinburgh 
Anatomical Museum last week. 

Plaque commemorating Sorley 
Maclean to be unveiled in Edinburgh

Cello player Ivan Davies 
attended a residential 

course with the Scottish 
Schools Orchestra Trust 

thanks to a grant from the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber 

f39ivan1no

Plea to keep the 
Argyll dialect from 
verge of extinction 

WORLD STONE SKIMMING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

 

Live music, merchandise, BBQ, stalls.
Ferries from 9.15am
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS
MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 

1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 

Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American 

Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 

Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley 

Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie 

Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with 

Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone 

with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell 

and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with 

Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 

CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s 

Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & 

Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema,
community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

25 SEPTEMBER 2015 - 01 OCTOBER 2015

EVEREST (12A) 
Fri, Mon, Tue, Thu: 16:30; Sat: 16:00; Sun: 13:15; Wed: 16:15,16:30

EVEREST 3D (12A) 
Sat: 18:15; Sun: 13:45; Mon: 19:15; Thu: 22:15

HUGO (KIDS CLUB) (U) 
Sat: 10:00

INSIDE OUT (U) 
Sat: 11:00,12:30; Sun: 11:00

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS (12A)
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 19:00; Sat: 13:15,15:15; Sun: 11:00,15:45

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS 3D (12A)
Fri, Mon, Tue, Thu: 16:15; Sat: 21:00; Sun: 18:40; Wed: 22:15

MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E. (PG)
Sat: 18:30; Sun: 16:20,18:25

NATIONAL THEATRE: CORIOLANUS (12A)
Fri: 19:00

ROGER WATERS THE WALL (15)
Tue: 20:00

THE MARTIAN (12A)
Wed, Thu: 19:15

FILM SYNOPSIS 

HUGO (KIDS CLUB) – 121MINS
Children’s Classic. Set in 1930s Paris, an orphan who lives in the walls of a train station is 

wrapped up in a mystery involving his late father and an automaton.

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS – 151MINS
In this next chapter of the epic  “Maze Runner” saga, Thomas (Dylan O’Brien) and his fellow 

Gladers face their greatest challenge yet: searching for clues about the mysterious and 

powerful organization known as WCKD. Their journey takes them to the Scorch, a desolate 

landscape fi lled with unimaginable obstacles. Teaming up with resistance fi ghters, the 

Gladers take on WCKD’s vastly superior forces and uncover its shocking plans for them all.

NATIONAL THEATRE: CORIOLANUS – 192MINS
National Theatre Live will broadcast the Donmar Warehouse’s production of Coriolanus, 

Shakespeare’s searing tragedy of political manipulation and revenge, Coriolanus features 

an Evening Standard Award-winning performance from Tom Hiddleston (The Avengers, 

War Horse (fi lm), BBC’s The Hollow Crown) in the title role, directed by the Donmar’s Artistic 

Director Josie Rourke. The full company includes Jacqueline Boatswain, Peter De Jersey, Alfred 

Enoch, Deborah Findlay, Hadley Fraser, Mark Gatiss, Birgitte Hjort Sørensen, Elliot Levey, 

Rochenda Sandall, Helen Schlesinger, Mark Stanley and Dwane Walcott.

When an old adversary threatens Rome, the city calls once more on her hero and defender: 

Coriolanus. But he has enemies at home too. Famine threatens the city, the citizens’ hunger 

swells to an appetite for change, and on returning from the fi eld Coriolanus must confront the 

march of realpolitik and the voice of an angry people

ROGER WATERS THE WALL – 180MINS
Fathom Events and Picturehouse Entertainment come together to present the highly 

anticipated music fi lm event Roger Waters The Wall. On Tuesday, September 29 in select 

cinemas nationwide, be taken on a journey that unfolds on many levels - as an immersive 

concert experience of the classic Pink Floyd album, a road movie of Waters’ reckoning with the 

past and as a stirring anti-war event, highlighting the human cost of confl ict. Additionally, 

fans will have a unique opportunity to see The Simple Facts with Roger Waters and his Pink 

Floyd bandmate Nick Mason - reunited, unscripted, and in conversation to answer questions 

submitted the fans from around the world. Don’t miss this monumental event where music 

and personal passion collide.

THE MARTIAN – 161MINS
During a manned mission to Mars, Astronaut Mark Watney is presumed dead after a fi erce 

storm and left behind by his crew. But Watney has survived and fi nds himself stranded and 

alone on the hostile planet. With only meager supplies, he must draw upon his ingenuity, wit 

and spirit to subsist and fi nd a way to signal to Earth that he is alive.

To advertise in our community noticeboard 
call 01631 568000

Answer................................................... .............................................................
Name..................................................... ..............................................................
Address ............................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...............................................
Telephone..............................................Email ....................................................
Terms and conditions: Accommodation is subject to availability. Drinks are not included. The prize must be taken 
by May 30, 2016. Entrants must be 18 years old or over. Employees of Skeabost House, Wyvex Media and any 
agencies connected with the competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied 
entry coupons will not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex 
Media publication and website. This competition is also open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Digital 
subscribers can enter by printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital 
subscriber (please provide your email address). Closing date for entries is midnight, October 6, 2015.

WIN!
 a hotel break on Skye

Situated amid 23 acres on the edge of Loch Snizort, 
Skeabost House is a seven minute drive from Portree with 
views out to sea. It is the only hotel on Skye with its own 
golf course. Its private salmon river fl ows through the 
grounds. Under its new owners, who also own Duisdale 
and Toravaig House hotels, Skeabost has undergone 
extensive refurbishment and is the perfect venue for a 
short break or exclusive use wedding venue any time of 
the year. Visit www.skeabosthotel.com.

Wyvex Media has teamed up with Skeabost House to off er one lucky reader a night’s dinner, bed and breakfast 
for two people. To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the form below and send to Wyvex Media, 
Skye Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. The closing date for entries is midnight, October 6, 2015.

Question:  Which Skye town is Skeabost a seven minute drive from? 
 a) Portree    b) Armadale    c) Tarskavaig

Skeabost House would like to send you information about the hotel. 
If you would not like to be contacted, please tick here. ❑

This week...

Bowmore
43% Vol
It is young Fergus’ 
leaving party on the 
island of Iona. He is 
leaving after a ‘gap 
year’ and his friends 
have all come out to 
say goodbye at the 
island’s pub - the 
appropriately named 
Martyrs Bay.
Fergus decided that 
to end his stint on the 
island he will share 
a glass of whisky 
with his mum (me), 
his Auntie Dot (his 
boss) and a girl with 
cold sores. I think he 
felt initially that the 

shared drink would 
be indeed that - 
shared.
So, we chipped in a 
wee pound or two 
and the wonderful 
barman Kiwi John 
(he arrived on Iona 
some 30 years ago) 
poured three glasses 
of 18-year—old Bow-
more.
It was something to 
behold - plenty of 
ohs and has from 
the other customers. 
We took it to our lips 
(not the girl with the 
cold sores - she had 
cider) and tasted 
something that de-

fines a moment.
From Iona you can 
not see Islay where 
the Bowmore is dis-
tilled - but we certain-
ly felt that we could 
taste it. Wherever you 
are in  the world you 
can taste Scotland 
and its islands. How 
wonderful is that?
So young Fergus 
stepped into the wid-
er world and is now 
studying Micro Biol-
ogy - the Bowmore 
marked the passing 
of time. My wee boy 
has grown up.

 Louise Glen 

Argyll’s Doors Open 
Day, Scotland’s largest 
free annual architectural 
event, will take place on 
September 26 and 27. 

Doors Open Day takes 
place throughout Scotland 
and is part of European 
Heritage Days, giving free 
access to places that are 
normally closed to the 
public. 

Some open up once a 

year, some just once in a 
lifetime.

South Kintyre Devel-
opment Trust (SKDT) 
manager, Zena Coffield 
said: ‘SKDT is delighted to 
have brought Doors Open 
Day back to Argyll after an 
absence of several years. 
As this is the first time 
we have co-ordinated the 
event, and our programme 
has a distinct Kintyre 

flavour. We hope it will 
entice visitors to explore 
the peninsula, stopping off 
at other places of interest 
along the way.’

Details are available 
on the Doors Open Day 
website www.doorsopen-
days.org.uk and on SKDT’s 
website www.skdt.org.  

Printed programmes 
have also been distributed 
locally.

ROYAL Mail is giving 
local children the op-
portunity to win £1,000 
for themselves and their 
school by writing a letter 
about their dream job. 

The competition is 
open to school-aged 
children up to the age of 
14. The competition will 
involve children writing 
a letter in response to 

the question; ‘What’s 
your dream job?’

Schools, and parents 
of home-schooled 
children, can sign-up 
to the competition 
online or by returning 
the application form 
in a pack sent to them 
by iChild, the online 
educational resource 
centre,  in association 

with Royal Mail.  
Applications for 

resource packs will be 
sent out on a first-come 
first-served basis and 
entries must be received 
by the closing date of 20 
November.  

The winners of the 
competition will be 
announced early in the 
new year.

THE tourism mar-
keting organisation, 
Sail Scotland, has 
launched a toolkit to 
help hospitality and 
tourism businesses to 
reap the benefi ts of 
marine tourism.

Developed in 
collaboration with 
VisitScotland to 
support the National 
Marine Tourism Strat-
egy ‘Awakening the 
Giant’, thousands of 
tourism and hospital-
ity businesses will be 

given guidance and 
marketing materials 
to use in promoting 
themselves to sailing 
visitors. 

The kit contains 
three diff erent 
coloured logos to 
download as well as 
online banners and 
advice on wording 
for marketing mate-
rials and social media 
channels. 

For the fi rst time, 
Sail Scotland is 
also off ering free 

membership for 
attractions, activity 
providers, hospitality 
and retailers to make 
sure sailing visitors 
experience the best of 
Scotland onshore too.

Malcolm Roughead, 
chief executive 
of VisitScotland, 
added: ‘From sailing 
and yachting to 
kayaking and fi shing, 
Scotland’s coast holds 
huge appeal for UK 
and international 
visitors.’

A NEW guide celebrating 
places named in Gaelic has 
been launched on Skye. 

The bilingual booklet, 
‘Gaelic in the Landscape: 
Place-names of Strath, 
Isle of Skye’, was co-ordi-
nated by Scottish Natural 
Heritage and advisory 
partnership Ainmean-Àite 
na h-Alba (AÀA) and 
celebrates the cultural 
heritage of some of the 
lesser known names in 
Strath, south Skye. 

Researchers collected 
information and stories 
about more than 100 place 

names from communities, 
some of which have never 
appeared in print before.

Speaking ahead of the 
launch last week, Robyn 
Ireland of SNH said: ‘In 
understanding the meaning 
behind place names we 
have an opportunity to 
interpret the landscape 
differently. These place 
names generally offer a 
uniquely Scottish, and 
Highland, perspective of 
the link between the land 
and the communities who 
lived there for generations. 

‘We are thrilled to 

launch this new bilingual 
publication which captures 
the local place-name 
knowledge passed down 
through generations.’ 

Eilidh Scammell, of 
AÀA, added: ‘The preser-
vation of Scotland’s Gaelic 
place names is very much 
at the heart of AÀA and 
we are delighted to have 
been a part of this project, 
which we hope will secure 
their future in Skye’s 
landscape, and help future 
generations understand the 
connections between the 
language and the land.’

THE SET of a Gaelic 
drama being filmed on 
Skye was visited by an 
MSP last week, who called 
the group behind it a 
‘talented crew’. 

Fiona Hyslop, the Scot-
tish government’s cabinet 
secretary for Europe and 
external affairs watched 
filming of ‘Bannan’ in 
Sleat when she visited the 
island last week. 

The series, by production 
company, Young Films, is 
the first Gaelic drama to 
be produced for more than 
20 years and will be shown 
on BBC Alba later this 
month. 

Chris Young, producer 

of Bannan, said: ‘We 
are now filming the last 
five half-hours of the 18 
episode Bannan cycle, and 
it’s amazing to think that 
we only started filming 
the pilot exactly two years 
ago next week.  That’s 
nine hours of TV drama 
produced in Scotland 
in two years, which is 
something I’m very proud 
of.  The support we 
have received from both 
Creative Scotland and the 
Scottish government has 
made a huge difference in 
making this happen.’

He added: ‘In the pro-
cess of filming Bannan, 
we have managed to train 

a whole new home-grown 
team of writers, directors, 
producers, actors and 
technicians in a long-run-
ning TV drama.  

‘I believe Bannan 
provides a very good 
model for how we can 
significantly expand 
indigenous film and 
television production and 
training in Scotland.’ 

Ms Hyslop added: 
‘Meeting some of the tal-
ented crew who have been 
trained to a world-leading 
standard while working 
on Bannan, demonstrates 
just some of the benefits 
of Scottish film and TV 
production.’

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Every first Thursday 
of the month from 
October till April

ROYAL HOTEL
Guest Artist: Ian Muir Trio

Thursday 1st October 
2015. 7.30pm

£4. All Welcome!

Monday 28th 
September 

Scottish Country 
Dancing
Church of 

Scotland Centre 
8pm

Beginners welcome

A fundraising Soup 
Lunch in aid of Oban 

Pipe Band will be held 
in  Oban Pipe Band 
Hall, Shore Street

on 
Saturday 26th 

September 2015
From 12 noon - 2.00pm

Admission £3.00

DUNOLLIE will be hosting 
FASANTA, Festival of Textiles and 
Fashion, for the third consecutive year 
on November 6, 7 and 8 in the Corran 
Halls, Oban. 

FASANTA celebrates Scotland’s 
fashion and textile heritage and 
this year will incorporate ‘Jewels of 
History’, paying special attention to the 
Brooch of Lorn. 

Friday evening will see local busi-
nesses, organisation and professionals 
take to the runway at the Community 
Catwalk event under the categories of 
‘Jewels of History’ or ‘Junk to Jewels’. 

A varied programme of workshops 
will take place over the duration of the 
weekend which include digital printing, 
corsetry, peg loom weaving and 3D 
creative beading. A talk will also be 
delivered by Catherine Gillies based on 
the history and romance of the Brooch 
of Lorn. 

Rachel Walker returns for a third 
year with a specially commissioned 

piece titled ‘Seudan’. The performance 
will look further into the history of the 
Brooch of Lorn and its journey around 
Argyll. 

As FASANTA was inspired by the 
ancient textile collection held within 
Dunollie House, over the duration 
of the weekend Dunollie museum, 
castle and grounds will host a unique 
exhibition titled ‘Man as Peacock’ 
which will showcase outstanding pieces 
of historic gentleman’s costume.

And the festival provides opportuni-
ties for all ages. 

Over the duration of the weekend, 
the festival will also include school 
workshops, the exhibition and an-
nouncement of the FASANTADesign 
Award Winner, cream teas as well as 
the FASANTAMarket Place which 
will include taster sessions with makers 
from all over Scotland. 

For more information contact Gillian 
Campbell on 01631 570550 or gillian@
dunollie.org

Festival is jewel in the 
crown for dedicated 
fashion heritage fans

Bannan is fi rst Gaelic 
TV drama for 20 years

Fiona Hyslop, Scottish 
government cabinet 

secretary for Europe and 
external aff airs, visited the 
set of a Gaelic drama being 
fi lmed on Skye. From left: 
Mairead Hamilton, trainee 

director, Laura MacLennan, 
trainee scriptwriter and 
script supervisor, Fiona 

Hyslop MSP, Cristin Mac-
Kenzie, trainee director, 

Richard Findlay - chairman 
of Creative Scotland

World Stone Skimming 
Championships 2015

Pre Skim Dance with live 
music from Deep Joy

Easdale Island 
Community Hall

Doors and Bar Open 
7.30pm

Late Return Ferries 11pm 
& Midnight

Doors Open Day returns to ArgyllDream job letter can win £1,000

Toolkit will help marine tourism Celebrating Skye’s place-names

To advertise in the Oban Times leisure section 
please call 01631 568000
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Farming

MARKET REPORTS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, BARBED, 

HIGH TENSILE, MILD STEEL  
BEST PRICES

NOMINATIONS OPEN ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2015

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

...so who’s yours?

WE ALL 
LOVE HEROES

ScottishField
®

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

For Sale
Hebridean Shearling Ram 

and 2 Ram Lambs  
All Fully Registered, Vaccinated and Dosed  

From a well known Highland Hebridean 
Pedigree Flock. Can be delivered.

For details Please Call: 07721 036637

LIMOUSIN 
X COW

3 years old with 
heifer follower, 

born 04/15.
Both beautiful 

condition. 
Price for both.

Fort William area.
£1200

07766 283979

Jacobs Sheep
5 ewe lambs, 
hoggs and tup 

for sale. 
Hardy, easily kept 
rare breed, ideal 
for small croft.

01866 822591 or 
07748 038584

COLLIE 
BITCH

Good all rounder, 
no vices, sale due 

to retirement.
£995

01852 200500

Summer is just about gone now and we are preparing for the next 
phase in the livestock calendar. We have weaned all our lambs and are 
in the process of selecting those which will be kept for breeding. The 
ewe lambs will be sent to farms near Airdrie and Buckie at the end of 
the month, where they will spend the winter. The male lambs which 
are not required for breeding will be sorted before we put them into 
the shed for fi nishing over autumn and early winter. We try to get these 
lambs into the shed as soon as possible in order to keep the grass that 
remains in good condition, clean for the ewes through October. This 
helps get them ready for mating in November.

The calves have also just been weaned and have spent a few days in 
the new cattle shed at Kirkton. This is to get them used to being away 
from their mothers. They will soon be sent away to be wintered down 
at SRUC’s Oatridge campus, the same as last year. 

The heifers we retained from last year’s calves were not put to the 
bull earlier this year as it was felt that only two out of fi ve were big 
enough when the bull went out at the start of May. As it transpires they 
have grown well over the summer and probably would have been OK 
to be mated. But, as often happens in farming, hindsight is a wonderful 
thing! We have also recently sold our bull as he was coming back into 
his own stock. He has gone to an estate near Oban where we hope he 
will be as successful as he has been at Kirkton.

We have also just had a farming and industry Livestock handling, 
health and welfare open day on the farms. The event was centred 
around the new sheep handling facilities at Auchtertyre and the new 
cattle handling and shed facilities at Kirkton.

This day was designed to allow local farmers to hear more about our 
new cattle stock cube and the automated weigh crate, drafter and 
double conveyor system that we have installed in the sheep fank. 

These new facilities have markedly improved the ease and safety 
with which we can handle the livestock on the farms. Colleagues from 
SAC Consulting and SRUC Research were also on hand to highlight 
how these improvements provide more scope for regular and detailed 
assessments of the health and welfare of sheep fl ocks and cattle herds.

We are also saying good-bye to our French student who just spent 
three months with us on a placement. Thibaut Salanon, who is orig-
inally from Lyon, is studying for an agricultural masters degree in 
Toulouse, in the South of France, and the placement was part of his 
studies. He has spent the summer helping us on the farms and with 
some of the research projects we are carrying out. He was involved 
most particularly with the work of our PhD student, Ping Zhou, who is 
looking at the eff ect of harsh environments on breeding ewes. To help 
Ping, Thibaut spent most of the summer on the hill, looking at ewes’ 
grazing behaviour. Despite the cold Scottish summer (a far cry from his 
native France!) and the midgies, we hope Thibaut has enjoyed his stay 
with us, and we wish him good luck for the rest of his studies. 

Finally, we are running the second in a series of free half day 
workshops looking at controlling rushes without chemicals on 30th 
October. These workshops are being organised in collaboration with 
Soil Association Scotland. The October one follows on from a very suc-
cessful meeting in June which explored a number of available options 
for non-chemical rush control on the farms. This second meeting will 
look at the eff ects of topping and liming which have been carried out 
over the summer. You do not need to have been at the fi rst meeting to 
attend this meeting. However, places are limited, so to book your place 
please contact Jane Dingwall at jdingwall@soilassociation.org.

Ewen Campbell with the new sheep handling system in action

Farming Focus  
Ewen Campbell, 

SRUC Kirkton & Auchtertyre farms manager

Union seeks fair-
ness on CAP cash
NFU Scotland has secured com-
mitment from Secretary of State 
for Scotland, David Mundell, to 
organise a meeting with Defra 
Farming Minister George Eustice 
over the allocation of Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) conver-
gence money.

Since 2013, NFU Scotland has 
pressed for movement on the 
allocation of the UK’s €230 million 
convergence dividend from the 
European Union (EU). Scotland, 
with the third lowest pillar 1 
(direct support) payment rate per 
hectare in the EU, was the reason 
why the UK received this dividend 
due to Scotland’s below average 
area payment rates. 

The UK government, however, 
chose to share this across the 
whole of the UK on the basis of 
historic allocations.

While it is not certain that a 
fully converged UK area-based 
payment would have meant all 
the UK dividend would have been 
allocated to Scotland, it is certain 
that it would have been far more 
than Scotland’s historic 16.3 per 
cent share.

A delegation from NFU Scotland 
earlier this month met MPs, 
amongst them David Mundell, 
to lobby for movement on the 
convergence issue. 

Mr Mundell agreed to set up a 
meeting between NFU Scotland 
and George Eustice to discuss the 
matter.

NFU Scotland President Allan 
Bowie said: ‘The union believes 
that a 2016 review can speed up 
the process of re-allocating the 
convergence dividend and put 
Scottish farming in a stronger 
place ahead of the next CAP, 
which starts in 2020.

‘Work is now in progress to get 
meetings set up in Scotland in Oc-
tober to maintain the momentum 
on this vital issue. 

‘NFU Scotland has previously 
called on the UK government to 
deliver on the commitments made 
by three Defra ministers to hold a 
review of convergence in 2016, with 
a view to thereafter move to similar 
payments for similar land types 
across the UK as soon as possible. 

‘Now is the time for the UK gov-
ernment to deliver on its promises.’

NEWLY-appointed Highland 
Cattle Society breed secretary, 
Sian Sharp, will be in Oban next 
month to meet society members.

Sian, of Cheeklaw Farm, Duns, 
comes to the society from an 
agricultural background with a 
wealth of administrative experi-
ence. Currently Sian is a partner 
in the family farm, which carries 

a pedigree Aberdeen Angus herd.  
Sian will be starting in her new 

post at the beginning of October 
and will be present at the autumn 
Oban pedigree Highland sales to 
meet breeders and members of 
the society. There will be a two 
week handover period with the 
current secretary, Hazel Baxter, 
to ensure a smooth transition.

UNITED Auctions held its second 
September sale of all classes of 
lambs and sheep at Dalmally Auc-
tion Mart on Saturday, September 
19.  
An increased entry of over 3,000 
head again sold at very satisfacto-
ry levels and to a good following 
of buyers. The overall average 
for the lambs was £37.39 whilst 
the corresponding sale last year 
averaged £38.16.
Principal lots and prices
Top prices per head
Lambs
Suff olk cross: £59.00 – Lettershu-
na : £59.00 – Ardchattan HF.
Texel cross: £60.00 – Ardchattan-
HF : £55.00 – Achnacreemore : 
£52.00 – Baluachrach.
Cheviot cross: £49.00 –3 Morven 
Crescent, Lochaline : £48.00 – 
Barndromin Farm.
Cross: £46.50 – Alaval : £45.00 
– Balnahard, Colonsay : £44.00 – 
Homefi eld Croft, Colonsay.
Mule: £49.50 – Ardchattan HF : 
£47.50 – Baluachrach : £46.00 – 
Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay.
Cheviot Mule: £45.00 – Barguil-
lean Farm.
Blackface: £49.50 – Tullochcan 
: £46.50 – Achnaba : £45.50 – 
Littleport : £43.50 – Scallasaig, 
Colonsay : £43.00 – Tullochcan : 
£42.50 – Pitcastle Estate : £42.50 
– Littleport : £41.50 – Stronchullin 
: £41.50 – Castles Estate : £41.00 – 
Tayvallich Estates : £40.50 – Balna-
hard, Colonsay : £40.00 – Kiloran 
Farmers.
Cast ewes
Texel cross: £57.00 – Barguillean-
Farm : £55.00 – Duallin.
Suff olk cross: £50.00 – Lettershu-
na.
Cross: £44.00 – Glenaros, Mull 
: £44.00 – 15 Ardmhor, Barra : 
£44.00 – Barguillean.
Blackface: £42.00 –Innischeroch.

Rams
Blackface
£340, £320, £300(3) – Castles 
Estate.
Top prices per kilo
Lambs
Suff olk cross:
163p –3 Morven Crescent, Loch-
aline : 157p – Drimnin Estate : 156p 
– Couston Farm : 156p – Ardsheal 
Farm : 153p – Drimnin Estate : 
153p – 3 Morven Crescent : 152p – 
Baluachrach : 150p – Lettershuna : 
150p – Drimnin Estate.
Texel cross: 167p – Barguillean 
Farm : 163p – Birchfi eld : 162p 
– Balnahard, Colonsay : 162p 
– Achnacreemore : 160p – Glen-
machrie : 158p – Achnacreemore 
: 155p – Barguillean Farm : 153p 
– Ardsheal Farm : 152p – Birchfi eld 
: 150p – 7 Whitegates.
Cheviot cross: 171p –3 Morven 
Crescent : 163p – Lochdochart : 
158p – 15 Ardmhor, Barra : 157p 
– 1 Davaar : 153p – 15 Ardmhor, 
Barra : 153p – Barndromin Farm 
: 152p – Dunach Estate : 150p – 
Barndromin Farm.
Cross: 157p – Homefi eld Croft, 
Colonsay : 151p – Couston Farm : 
150p – Balnahard, Colonsay.
Mule : 142p – Baluachrach.
Cheviot mule: 149p – Barguillean 
Farm.
Blackface: 173p – Littleport Farm : 
160p – Glenmachrie : 151p – High 
Balernock : 150p – Scallasaig, 
Colonsay : 150p – Balliemeanoch : 
149p – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay : 
148p – Tullochcan : 147p – Rhemore 
: 146p – Blarghour Farm : 146p – 
Achnaba : 143p –Stroneskar : 143p 
– Auch Estates : 143p – Littleport : 
143p – Stroneskar : 142p – Keilator 
: 141p – Drimnin Estate : 140p – 
Ardachy : 140p – Homefi eld Croft : 
140p – High Balernock : 140p – Lag-
gan Partnership : 140p – Tullochcan 
: 140p - Killundine Estate.

THE Scottish Rural Awards 
offers the opportunity for your 
rural hero to achieve the recog-
nition they so richly deserve.

Nominations for the various 
categories for 2016 opened on 
Monday, September 21.

And a new category in this 
year’s awards of ‘Rural Enter-
prise’ effectively throws open 
eligibility for any enterprise 
across rural Scotland,

Last year’s successful Scottish 
Rural Awards process culminat-
ed in a stunning awards dinner 
for over 300 people at Our Dy-
namic Earth in Edinburgh. 

The interest in the 2016 awards 
is such that the venue has been 
forced to increase available 
spaces to more than 400. Even 
so, tickets are expected to sell 

quickly when they go on sale, as 
everyone vies for a place at the 
most prestigious rural awards in 
the country.

The various categories for the 
2016 awards are: 

Rural Enterprise; Business 
Start Up; Rural Hero; Educa-
tion; Rural Tourism and Hospi-
tality; Aquaculture; Business Di-
versification; Conservation and 
the Environment; Agriculture; 
Artisan Food; Artisan Drink; 
and The Scottish Rural Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

The deadline for nominations 
is November 20, with judging to 
take place in the new year.

To find out more about the 
nomination process, visit www.
scottishruralawards.org.

Nominations are sought in farming, food and many other categories. 

Do you know a rural hero?

Highland Cattle Society 
recruits new secretary

New Highland Cattle Society breed secretary, Sian Sharp.

All set for premier sheep sale

Billed as ‘Argyll’s premier breeding sheep sale’ by United Auctions, 
this Friday sees the annual breeding ewe and gimmer sale at Dal-
mally Auction Mart.

More than 7,000 breeding females will go under the hammer, 
including 4,000 warranted blackface and Swaledale cross ewes and 
more than 1,500 ewe lambs.

The auction begins at 11am, and with buyers expected from across 
the UK and Ireland, it is sure to be a busy day in what is seen as the 
main sale for warranted ewes in the region.

Some of the gimmers for sale on Friday from Messrs MacPherson, 
Balliemeanoch, Loch Awe. 

3,000 sheep sold at Dalmally auction

LANDINI POWERFARM 100

Tel: 01631 565011

2009, 2800hrs, Very 
good condition, 
C/W loader,

£18,000 + vat
Argyll Agricultural Engineers
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Research commissioned by a 
major mortgage advising company 
reveals that as many as one in ten 
home-buyers didn’t do any checks 
while viewing the property they 
later bought, and younger people 
and fi rst-time buyers spent less 
than an hour viewing on average.
They asked people, who had either 
bought or sold a house in the 
past fi ve years, about the checks 
they’d carried out before buying 
a property. They found one in 
ten didn’t conduct any during 
viewings, which could potentially 
lead to costly maintenance issues 
further down the line. Even more 
worryingly, 5% of those surveyed 
hadn’t viewed the property they 
purchased at all.
The types of checks undertaken 
varied greatly amongst those sur-
veyed. Of those who did conduct 
viewings, most looked at whether 
there was any obvious damp or 
mould in the property (70%), the 
general condition of the windows 
(69%) and whether there were 
any large cracks in the walls (68%). 
However, fewer people checked 
the less obvious issues like the 
condition of the chimney (36%), 
whether light switches actually 
worked (35%), and if taps func-
tioned or if there was adequate 
water pressure (28%).
Research also revealed that the 
amount of time people spent view-

ing a property increased with age, 
with those aged 18-34 viewing for 
only 49 minutes on average, and 
over 65s viewing for an average of 
74 minutes. First-time buyers spent 
on average 53 minutes viewing 
their property.
Viewing for longer appeared to 
have an impact on the amount paid 
for the property, the longer people 
spent viewing the more likely they 
were to pay less than the asking 
price. Of those who spent more 
than two hours viewing a property, 
71% paid less than the asking price. 
In comparison, of those who spent 
less than 10 minutes viewing, only 
48% paid below the asking price.
David Blake from Which? Mortgage 
Advisers said: ‘If you’re looking 
to buy a property in a highly 
competitive market, it’s easy to get 
carried away and not make all the 
essential checks. However, acting 
on impulse could mean that you 
don’t spot maintenance issues that 
could cost you dearly later on.
‘When looking for a new home, 
it’s important not to rush and to 
carefully consider whether the 
property is right for you. Having a 
checklist that prompts you to look 
at things like the condition of the 
boiler or whether there are enough 
power sockets can really help, and 
will also highlight the questions 
you should be asking yourself or 
the estate agent.’

One in ten people don’t check the property they buy

PLOT ONE, TOBERONOCHY, ISLE OF LUING
This scenic plot has full planning permission and detailed 
architects plans for a 3 bedroom house and double garage.

The plot is approximately an acre in size
It has uninterrupted views over the water and beyond
£115,000

DETACHED HOUSE
WILLOWBANK, KILMORE, PA34 4XT
Willowbank is a four bedroom detached house situated in a small 
exclusive Private Development in the peaceful village of Kilmore

• Living Room • Family Room
• Kitchen • Double Garage
• EPC C72
Guide Price £365,000

BUILDING PLOT, ACHNACROISH CROFT, 
BALVICAR, ISLE OF SEIL, PA34 4TE
Impressive building plot situated in an elevated position, with 
wide spread views over rolling hills. 

Balvicar has it’s own Store and Golf Course together with a 

Primary School in nearby Easdale
Regular Bus Service to Oban
£75,000

LAND WEST OF OSKAMULL COTTAGE, ULVA 
FERRY, ISLE OF MULL, PA73 6LY
Planning permission in principal for one dwelling house.

The plot is approximately 3.8 acres in size
Private Water supply
Amazing panoramic views over the Sound of Ulva and beyond
£150,000

FLAT 1, MAIN STREET, ROYAL BUILDINGS, 
TOBERMORY, ISLE OF MULL, PA75 6NU

prime position overlooking Tobermory Bay.

• Lounge/Diner • En Suite Bedroom
• To include all furnishings  • EPC D58
£80,000

FIRST FLOOR FLAT
29 HIGH STREET, OBAN, PA34 4BG

situated in Oban town 
centre and within 
walking distance of all 
public transport links 
and local amenities.
• One double bedroom
• Shared garden/

drying green
• Shower room

• EPC E44
Offers in the region 
of £73,000

Contact us to discuss your legal or estate agency requirements. We are able to offer comprehensive packages individually tailored to suit your needs and resources.

Lochside Street  (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk
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Scaraben, Isle of Luing
Unique opportunity to acquire a spacious detached 
bungalow situated on the scenic Island of Luing
Accommodation comprises: Lounge, kitchen, 
1 bedroom, study and shower room.
Accessible island location. Beautiful sea views
Double glazing. Oil central heating
In need of some modernisation
No chain
EPC Rating E

Offers Over £95,000

01631 566 122    

bellingram.co.uk

Room to Let
CONNEL

En-suite with use 
of separate kitchen 

and sitting room, Sky 
TV and Wi-Fi, Off 

Road Parking, Non 
Smoker, No Pets, No 

DHSS.
Phone 0774 8808237

COTTAGE FOR RENT
Situated at Morar close to 
the beach, this furnished 

in excellent order and 

rental. £550 per calendar 
month. References will 

be requested. 
Tel 07522911554 or Email 

further details / 

Some say that moving is one of the most stress-
ful events of all, so be prepared for the whole 
process long before you begin.

Decide on a moving date (usually the completion 
date) as soon as contracts have been exchanged. 
Try to avoid Fridays and bank holidays when 
removal fi rms are in high demand and may be 
stretched. For a less stressful move, opt for off -
peak times such as mid-week. It’s more likely your 
chosen removal fi rm will be available for that day. 

Call in the professionals. Ask friends or relatives 
who have moved recently to recommend removal 
fi rms. 

Get at least three estimates from diff erent fi rms 
and don’t automatically accept the cheapest.

Establish a written timetable with the removal 
fi rm and check the foreman has all the necessary 
details. 

Make sure the removal fi rm has a clear map show-
ing how to fi nd your new home. 

Ensure your possessions are insured for transit. 
Most removal fi rms provide such insurance. Check 
what it covers and whether there are exclusions. 
Remember that anything you pack yourself may 
not be covered by the removal fi rm’s insurance. If 
you are planning to transport any precious items 
yourself, check that these are covered when in 
transit by your contents insurance. 

Hire professional cleaners to give your new place a 
thorough going over before you move in. Some re-
moval fi rms will arrange to do this. This will make 
the whole move a more comfortable process. 

Before the big day, have a clear out. Valuable items 
that are no longer needed can be auctioned or 
sold to a dealer in second-hand furniture. Other 
items can be donated to charity shops or recycled. 

Get someone to look after the children for the 
day. The same goes for pets – or book them into 
kennels or a cattery. Make sure they have identity 
tags with their new address. 

Compile a fact fi le for the people who are moving 
into your property, such as instruction leafl ets and 
service information for the heating system and 
appliances you’re leaving, together with details of 
rubbish collection etc. 

Round up all the keys to your home, including 
those left with neighbours, nannies and relatives, 
and give them to your solicitor or estate agent. 

If the move is going to be spread over a couple of 
days, arrange accommodation and pack a bag for 
an overnight stop. 

 Make a scale plan of each room in your new home 
to give to the removal team so, in theory, they 
know exactly where everything is to go. Col-
our-code packing cases and furniture in the hope 
that this will mean it ends up in the right rooms. 

Make a complete inventory of everything to be 
moved. 

Advise the post offi  ce to redirect your post. 

Cancel milk and newspapers. 

If you are moving to a diff erent area, register with 
a new GP.

Get change of address cards printed

Notify Utilities: water, gas and electricity providers; 
telephone and internet service providers; contact 
TV licensing in order to transfer your licence to 
your new address; bank, building society, pension 
provider and company you have loans or invest-
ments with; credit card and store card companies; 
local council regarding council tax; subscriptions 
to magazines, charities, etc; employers; the 
schools your children attend; DVLA - it is a legal 
requirement to notify DVLA. You will need to 
renew your driving licence and vehicle registration 
document; friends, family and colleagues.

Upon arrival, read the meters and check that the 
phone, security alarm, electricity, gas, central 
heating and water work. 

Moving checklist

TO LET

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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ARD-NA-MARA, FRANK BRAE, MALLAIG, PH41 4RQ

Enjoying a privileged position with stunning 
panoramic views sweeping from the Cuillins of Skye 
over the Inner Isles of Eigg and Rhum, the subjects 
of sale form a substantial detached dwellinghouse, 
offering versatile accommodation in a convenient 
layout. In very good order throughout, the property 
has recently been neutrally decorated throughout 

raised decking area and veranda, located to the 
front of the property is a most attractive feature 
and allows spectacular elevated views over the 
fascinating water way. 
 
The property is an ideal family home, with all 
rooms being very spacious throughout, or due to 
it’s location has the potential for a Bed & Breakfast.  
The property offers 6 Bedrooms (1 En-suite), sitting 
room and lounge as well as the kitchen and dining 

central heating and double glazing. EPC Rating: 
D66.
 
With its coastal situation, it is an ideal location from 
which to explore this extremely attractive part of the 
Highlands. The village itself has hotels, restaurants, 
shops, primary and secondary schools, while further 
facilities are available in Fort William, to which there 
is a link by both road and rail, including the Jacobite 
Steam Train.

Price Guide: £299,000
For further information please call

THE OLD INN, LETTERFINLAY, PH34 4DZ

Enjoying spectacular views over Loch Lochy to the Great Glen, 
the subjects of sale form a most desirable detached property. This 
property has been thoughtfully renovated and extended to create a 
fantastic family home. In excellent order, the property offers a selection 

central heating and is mostly double glazed (with the exception of 
the entrance porch). The property’s size and location make it ideal 
to suit a variety of uses as either a family home or holiday home – 
the property has been designed so it can be easily divided into two 
properties, subject to all the necessary planning consents. 

This stunning home is Steeped in Highland history. Following the 1715 
Jacobite Rebellion, General Wade was put in charge of constructing 
a network of roads in the West Highlands to allow swift movement of 
Government troops should the future need arise. One of these new 
roads connected Fort William and Fort George (north of Inverness) via 
a route on the south -east side of the Great Glen. Wade personally 
supervised the building of this road and had a number of ‘huts’ or single 
storey cottages erected for his own use along the route. One of these 

The hut was a staging post for Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Highland Army. 
They are thought to have camped overnight here on the march north 
(via Corryarick Pass) to cross swords with General Cope. 

The Old Inn “Kings House” was erected in 1760.  In 2003 the two 
storey ‘King’s House’ was thoroughly restored, the single storey 
buildings demolished and rebuilt with modern materials to a design 
sympathetic to the original character and with a secondary gable end 
rebuilt from the original stones used in Wade’s ‘hut’.  

The Old Inn also has the advantage of access to Loch Lochy, whilst 
included in the sale is approximately 2.5 acres of ground. EPC Rating 
D58

For further information please call

To find out more visit our fantastic new website www.macphee.co.uk

Local Knowledge - National Coverage

TIGH AIR CREAG, 
DERVAIG, ISLE OF 
MULL, PA75 6QN

PRICE GUIDE:  £260,000
• IMMACULATELY PRESENTED 

DETACHED BUNGALOW
•  ENVIABLE ISLAND LOCATION
• STUNNING OPEN VIEWS
• LIVING/DINING AREA
• KITCHEN

• UTILITY ROOM & STUDY AREA
• 3 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)
• FAMILY BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GAS CENTRAL HEATING & WOOD 

BURNING STOVE
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• INTEGRAL GARAGE
• GARDEN 
• EPC RATING:  D65

ARDSONA, LOCH 
AWE, PA33 1AQ

OFFERS IN THE REGION 
OF: £225,000

• DESIRABLE LOCATION
• SPECTACULAR LOCH VIEWS
• LOUNGE
• OPEN-PLAN KITCHEN/DINER

• SUN ROOM
• 5 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)
• SHOWER ROOM
• LPG FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN WITH DEVELOPMENT 

POTENTIAL 
• EPC RATING: E 49

BRAE HOUSE, 
ELLENABEICH, ISLE OF 

SEIL, BY OBAN, 
PA34 4RF

OFFERS IN THE REGION 
OF: £145,000

• CHARMING MID-TERRACED COTTAGE

• DESIRABLE RURAL LOCATION
• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN/DINER
• 2 BEDROOMS
• SHOWER ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• ENCLOSED GARDEN
• EPC RATING:  F 26

20 MCKELVIE ROAD, 
OBAN, PA34 4GB

PRICE GUIDE: £173,000
•  CHARMING SEMI-DETACHED FAMILY 

HOME
•  IN EXCELLENT ORDER
•  CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE
•  LOUNGE
•  KITCHEN

•  DINING ROOM
•  3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
•  BATHROOM 
•  CLOAKROOM
•  ELECTRIC STORAGE HEATING
•  DOUBLE GLAZING
•  GARDEN WITH GARDEN SHED
•  DRIVEWAY WITH OFF-STREET 

PARKING
• EPC RATING:  C 73

3 PIER VIEW, 
SCARINISH, ISLE OF 

TIREE, PA77 6AB
PRICE GUIDE: £115,000

• MODERN, SEMI-DETACHED 
BUNGALOW

• DESIRABLE ISLAND LOCATION
• EXCELLENT DECORATIVE ORDER

• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• GARDEN TO FRONT & REAR
• PRIVATE DRIVEWAY
• EPC RATING:  D 64

TIGH NA T -SAOIR, 
ROB ROY ROAD, 
KINLOCHLEVEN, 

PH50 4RA
PRICE GUIDE: £220,000

• ATTRACTIVE DETACHED BUNGALOW
• VIEWS TO THE SURROUNDING 

COUNTRYSIDE
• IN EXCELLENT ORDER
• LOUNGE

• OPEN-PLAN KITCHEN/DINER/SITTING 
ROOM

• 4 BEDROOMS (1 EN-SUITE & 1 JACK 
& JILL)

• BATHROOM
• UTILITY
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN
• GARAGE & SHED 
• EPC RATING: D 63

AN TOBAR, 
DALNABREACK, 

ACHARACLE, PH36 4JX
PRICE GUIDE: £298,000

• SUPERIOR DETACHED BUNGALOW
• SPECTACULAR VIEWS OVER LOCH 

SHIEL
• DESIRABLE RURAL LOCATION
 IN IMMACULATE ORDER

• LOUNGE
• DINING ROOM
• KITCHEN/DINER
• UTILITY ROOM
• CLOAKROOM
• 4 BEDROOMS (ALL EN-SUITE)
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• LARGE GARDEN 
• EPC RATING: D 63

PLOT OF LAND AT 
LERAGS, BY OBAN
FIXED PRICE: £65,000

• RURAL COUNTRYSIDE BUILDING PLOT
• IDEAL LOCATION FOR A FAMILY 

HOME
• PARTIAL VIEWS OVER ARDENTALLAN 

BAY TO LOCH FEOCHAN 

• APPROXIMATELY 1/4 OF AN ACRE 
(ADDITIONAL GARDEN GROUND 
AVAILABLE)

• PLANNING PERMISSION IN  
PRINCIPLE

• SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR 
CONNECTION CLOSE BY

PLOTS AT FORMER 
LORN SAWMILLS, 

TAYNUILT
PRICES FROM: £99,000

• FOR SALE ARE DESIRABLE 
INDIVIDUAL BUILDING PLOTS

• EACH BENEFITING FROM PLANNING 
PERMISSION IN PRINCIPLE

• WATER AND ELECTRICITY ON SITE

• THE LARGE LEVEL PLOTS RANGE 
FROM 0.5 - 0.8 ACRES

• STUNNING LOCATION WITH VIEWS 
TO BEN CRUACHAN AND THE 
SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE

• THE POPULAR VILLAGE OF TAYNUILT 
IS WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OR 
SHORT DRIVE

• VIEWING STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
THROUGH MACPHEE & PARTNERS

2 KILBRANDON 
COTTAGES, BALVICAR, 

ISLE OF SEIL, 
PA34 4RA

PRICE GUIDE: £225,000
• CHARMING & SPACIOUS TERRACED 

PROPERTY
• DESIRABLE COASTAL VILLAGE
• IN IMMACULATE ORDER

• LOUNGE/DINER
• KITCHEN/DINER
• UTILITY ROOM
• 4 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
• SOLID FUEL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN
• GARAGE & PARKING
• EPC RATING: D 65

GILLEAN BRIGHDE, 
KILCHRENAN, 

ARGYLL, PA35 1HF
PRICE GUIDE: £495,000

• LOCH FRONT BUNGALOW WITH 
PRIVATE SLIPWAY, PONTOON & 
BREAKWATER

• OUTSTANDING, ELEVATED POSITION 
WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS OF LOCH 
AWE

• BANK & LOCH FISHING RIGHTS
•  LIVING AREA/KITCHEN
•  DRAWING ROOM WITH DINING AREA
•  STUDY
•  4 BEDROOMS (3 EN-SUITE)
•  BATHROOM                                                           
•  UTILITY ROOM 
•  WONDERFUL GARDEN 
•  OUTBUILDINGS - WORKSHOP/SHED 

& BOATHOUSE
•  EPC RATING:  D 55

9 ELLENABEICH, 
ISLE OF SEIL, OBAN, 

PA34 4RQ
PRICE GUIDE: £145,000

•  CHARMING, TRADITIONAL 
STONEBUILT COTTAGE

•  LOCATED IN PICTURESQUE 
CONSERVATION VILLAGE

•  LOUNGE
• KITCHEN

•  2 BEDROOMS
•  SHOWER ROOM
•  LOFT STORAGE
•  ELECTRIC HEATING & DOUBLE 

GLAZING
• COTTAGE GARDEN 
•  ADDITIONAL PLOT OF LAND OF 

APPROXIMATELY 0.05 ACRES (0.02HA) 
•  SHARED PARKING
•  EPC RATING: E 40

GLENMORE 
STEADING, 

KILMELFORD, 
BY OBAN, 
ARGYLL, 
PA34 4XF
PRICE GUIDE: 

£460,000

Oban Office - 8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
Tel: 01631 565251
E: property@macphee.co.uk

Fort William Office - Airds House, An Aird, Fort William PH33 6BL
Tel: 01397 702200
E: property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents

•  UNIQUE DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

•  SIZEABLE FORMER STEADING WITH 
FULL PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 
12 SEPARATE DWELLINGS (LARGE 
ELEMENT OF NEW BUILD)

•  STUNNING RURAL LOCATION WITH 
WONDERFUL VIEWS

•  SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR 
CONNECTION CLOSE BY

•  PROVEN TOURIST DESTINATION IDEAL 
FOR OUTDOOR PURSUITS

•  THRIVING LOCAL COMMUNITY
•  CLOSE TO LOCAL FACILITIES & 

AMENITIES
•  SPACIOUS GROUNDS TO FRONT
•  SHARED ACCESS ROAD
•  AMPLE PRIVATE PARKING

43C COMBIE STREET, 
OBAN, 

PA34 4HS
TO LET:  £475 PCM

• SECOND FLOOR FLAT
• POPULAR RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
• EASY ACCESS TO LOCAL FACILITIES & 

AMENITIES

• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN
• BEDROOM
• BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• EPC RATING:  D 62
• LANDLORD REG NO:

441953/130/23591

TO LET
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Let Scotframe
thermally engineer
a solution for you. 

Dundee               01382 561772

www.scotframetimberengineering.co.uk

Building using                       our high
thermal performance, airtight, closed panel 
timber frame systems for floors, walls & 
roofs minimises the requirement for mirco
renewable technologies by embracing
‘Fabric First’ principles.

ENERGY
EFFICIENCYAIRTIGHTNESS

THERMAL
PERFORMANCE

SPEED OF
CONSTRUCTION

Answer................................................... .............................................................
Name..................................................... ..............................................................
Address ............................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...............................................
Telephone..............................................Email ....................................................
Terms & Conditions:   Children aged 16 or under go free. The tickets are non-transferable and there is no cash alterna-
tive. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons will not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in 
publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and 
associated company employees and their families. Tickets will be posted to the winners nearer the date of the event. 

WIN!
tickets to 
The Scottish Homebuilding & 

Renovating Show, Edinburgh

The Scottish Homebuilding & Renovation show 
returns to Edinburgh this year at The Royal Highland 
Centre, Ingliston on October 24 and 25. The show will 
be packed full of informative features, thousands of 
dream home ideas, hundreds of plots and renovation 
opportunities and the latest products and services from 
over 100 exhibitors. Experts will be on hand to provide 
free guidance and support to visitors for every project 
from fi rst home alterations to a full scale self-build. 
Visit homebuildingshow.co.uk/Edinburgh.

The Oban Times has teamed up with the Homebuilding & Renovating Show, Edinburgh to give away 10 pairs 
of tickets. To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, 
Homebuilding Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Tuesday October 6, 2015.

Question: In what role would you plan and design a building?

a) Bricklayer b) Architect c) Plumber  

Photo: David Barbour

TEN PAIRS 

TO GIVE 

AWAY

Local Surveyors operating 
throughout Argyll, Bute and 

Lochaber
Home Reports and Valuations,

Energy Reports, Quantity Surveying
and Project Management

01369 705000
Email: dunoon@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

01436 674976
Email: helensburgh@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Autumn home makeover
TV property expert, Phil Spencer, reckons that 
when it comes to home maintenance, it’s the 
simple things that make all the diff erence.  
  ‘People can feel daunted, but it’s not rocket 
science,’ he said. 
  Along with being daunted by the thought 
of maintenance, many householders put off  
this vital work, seeing it as uninspiring or 
uninteresting.  However, property owners can 
potentially save hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
of pounds each year just by tackling a few 
simple tasks. 
  Phil believes that looking after a house is a bit 
like looking after your body. 
  He explained: ‘The plain fact of the matter is 
that maintaining your property makes good 
sense and saves money. However, the sad truth 
is that many people put property maintenance 
way down their list of priorities. In the long-run 
regular maintenance of your home is far less 
intrusive and expensive than letting it fall into 
disrepair and then having to fi x it up again.’

  Keeping warm and dry is a priority in 
Scotland’s winters, so have someone check the 
chimney and, if needed, give it a good cleaning.     
  Check windows and doors for drafts, and if 
a breeze gets in, a professional can tighten 
everything up. Electric and gas systems may 
have built up dust and be a home for critters, 
so have the ducts, registers, blowers and 
burners checked and cleaned- a licensed HVAC 
contractor can make sure everything is ready 
and safe for winter. And if a new heating system 
is in the cards, the time to buy is now before the 
house gets cold.
  For most people, their home is their prime 
asset, so it makes sense to take good care of it 
and, of course, in the property market, a cared 
for home will retain its optimum value. Here are 
Phil Spencer’s Maintenance Top 10:

• Clear any plants, leaves and silt from 
gutters, hopperheads, fl at roofs and 
drainage channels. 

• Look for blocked downpipes (best done 
during heavy rain to see water coming 
from any leaky joints – in dry weather look 
for stained brickwork).

• Keep gullies and drains at ground level 
clear of debris such as leaves, twigs and 
even things like balls and toys - and have 
them cleaned out if necessary.

• Remove potentially damaging vegetation 
from behind downpipes by cutting back or 
removing the plant altogether. 

• Use a hand mirror to look behind 
rainwater pipes as splits and cracks in old 
cast iron and aluminium often occur here 
and are not easily noticed.

• Fit bird/leaf guards to the tops of soil 
pipes and rainwater outlets to prevent 
blockages.

• Have gutters refi xed if they are sloping the 
wrong way or discharging water onto the 
wall.

• If sections are beyond repair, make sure 
that replacements are made of the same 
material as the originals (on older houses, 
this is sometimes lead, but more usually 
cast iron).

• Regular painting of cast iron is essential 
to prevent rust – and keeps your property 
looking good.

• Don’t – undertake routine maintenance 
work at high level unless you are 
accompanied and have suitable 
equipment.  If in doubt always seek help 
from a professional.
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We encourage property owners to take 

advantage of the simple solutions currently 

on the market that can help properties 

retain heat and save on energy costs.

By carefully assessing your home and 

taking practical steps to conserve energy, 

you will save money and guarantee a 

comfortable winter! For those looking to 

make these improvements, we have the 

following top tips:

Cavity-wall insulation – Although this 

involves a rather noisy installation process, 

the benefi ts can be felt instantly. Insulating 

your walls harnesses the heat generated 

in the home meaning substantial savings 

on your energy bills. [A specialist installer 

should always be sought for this type of 

job so ensure you choose a member that is 

Cavity Insulation Guarantee Agency (CIGA) 

qualifi ed].

Draught-Stripping – Installing specialist 

stripes of foam around windows and doors 

will signifi cantly reduce draughts and 

air permeation in your home, helping to 

retain the heat and ultimately saving you 

money. [Costing around £50-£80 depending 

on whether you install it yourself or not, 

draught-stripping can save up to £20 

per year for a gas-heated semi-detached 

house].

Replacing your boiler – Replacing your 

old boiler with a new one can certainly 

help to reduce emissions and reduce your 

bills at the same time. Although the boiler 

scrappage scheme has now come to an end, 

trade-in incentives are still available for this 

kind of purchase. It is worth checking out 

the funding database on the Energy Saving 

Trust site for specifi c details on what is out 

there: http://www.energysavingtrust.org.

uk/

Loft Insulation – This well-established 

effi  ciency measure off ers a cheap and easy 

way to top up insulation already installed. 

Boosting the thickness of the insulation 

to between 250 and 300 mm thickness is 

recommended for optimum effi  ciency.

Pipe Cladding – Ensuring an external pipes 

are well insulated minimises additional heat 

loss and can reduce the risk of freezing if a 

property is left unoccupied during a cold 

period.

Move furniture away from radiators – This 

can increase the feeling of warmth in a 

room by allowing the heat to fl ow more 

freely. Place foil behind radiators on 

exterior walls to refl ect the heat back in 

to the room and minimise heat loss to 

the outside. You can use ordinary foil or 

purchase specially designed panels from a 

DIY shop.

Replace windows and doors with double 

glazing – This can improve the aesthetics 

and saleability of your home, as well as save 

energy. However, it can be costly and the 

money you will save on subsequent energy 

bills is unlikely to cover the outlay. If you are 

worried about heat loss through windows, a 

cheaper option is secondary double glazing 

or using rubber draft stripping which is 

available in DIY shops and can also be used 

on doors.

 Keeping Your Home Warm
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Accounts & 
Administrative Assistant

A full time position has arisen in our Oban office for an Accounts 
& Administrative Assistant to provide support to our busy 

accounts department. This role will also involve administration 
and hands on support for the distribution of our various products.

Experience of working in an accounts department will be advantageous, 
as will the ability to work on your own initiative. Computer literacy and a 

careful attention to detail will be crucial in this role. 

This role will involve extensive customer care similar 
outbound contact with our customer base and a 

pleasant telephone manner will also be important.

In addition to salary, we offer group personal pension plan, 
life and medical insurance.

A full current driving licence is essential.

If you feel the above is you, please email  your CV and a 
letter of application to Alison Arden,  Wyvex Media Ltd, 

Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  
or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Scotland’s Business 
of The Year is looking for…

FRESHWATER OPERATIVES
Russel Burn
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.

Required for our hatchery in Kishorn, Wester Ross, to 
contribute to the careful rearing of salmon from egg 
through the fry, parr and smolt stages, prior to the transfer 
to sea.  This varied and highly interesting role includes 
daily fish husbandry duties, environmental monitoring, 
health checks and size grading as the juvenile salmon 
develop.
The successful candidates will be highly motivated and 
dedicated individuals with a keen attention to detail. 
They will be comfortable working in a sometimes 
challenging outdoor environment, able to operate well 
as part of a small focused team and work flexibly to meet 
the demands of the job. Previous freshwater aquaculture 
experience would be desirable.  Strong technical aptitude 
or a scientific interest and knowledge would also be 
beneficial.  
Hours are 40 per week, Monday to Friday plus weekend 
working and alarm call out duties on a rota basis, usually 
one in every three weeks. Due to the nature of larm uty 
staff are required to stay on site when on alarm duty and 
when on the weekend rota.
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on 
Scotland.  We produce our salmon with a pride recognised 
at home and around the World.  We require passionate 
individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards 
in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry to 
customer service.
In return we offer a competitive salary package within 
a successful and innovative company committed to 
sustainability.

To apply, please contact:
Dina Mackenzie
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Marybank Industrial Estate, Stornoway, HS2 0DB
Tel: 01499 600 622 
dina.mackenzie@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications:  Friday 09 October 2015

www.scottishsalmon.com

WANTED
PLUMBER
Full time vacancy 

for plumber in Islay. 
Experience preferred

Full Clean Driving 
licence essential.

Van provided
Immediate start

Contact: Nicol on 
0774 838 0156

Senior Corporate 
Services Assistant
Ardrishaig
Salary £20,322-£22,472
35 hours per week
Fixed term (initially 9 months) to cover 
maternity leave
This post includes health and safety 
administration and policy management.
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 9th 
October 2015
Interviews for this post will be held in 
Ardrishaig on 28th October 2015

Customer Services Assistant
Lorn
Salary £17,097 - £18,889
35 hours per week
Fixed term to 31st March 2016

Customer Services Assistant
Mid Argyll
Salary £8548 - £9444
17.5 hours per week
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing Date: 
12 noon on Friday 2nd October 2015

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Motorman 
£33,866 Ref: 479-SG
Oban/Lismore (Small Ferry Division)

Applications are invited for the position of Motorman to sail on the Oban/Lismore Route within 
the Small Ferry Division.

Responsible to the Skipper for a number of duties crucial to the operation of the vessel, including 
complying with the requirements of the Company Management System (including ISM code), 
reporting any technical problems or breakdown affecting its operation, to the Engineer in 
Charge. In addition, you will also ensure the safety of all working areas and that main and 
auxiliary machinery maintenance is kept up to date.

Ideally, you will be fully qualifi ed to STCW 95 III/1 Offi cer of the Watch (Class 4 Motor) no power 
limit restrictions and unlimited area or be in possession of MEOL qualifi cation. Possession of a 
Boatmasters Grade 1 would be an advantage. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care. 

A shift pattern will apply and this will normally consist of one week on/one week off.

Ideally the successful candidate should live within daily commuting distance of the Oban Ferry 
Terminal as accommodation is not provided.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV quoting reference 
number 479-SG no later than 29 September 2015 to: 

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t 01475 650144

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Seasonal Port Assistant (until March 2016)
Rate of Pay £9.24 per hour Ref: 754-SB
Port Askaig & Port Ellen
40 hours per week

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day 
responsibilities. Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of 
passenger/vehicle tickets, cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking and 
disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working, as shift and weekend work will be involved. 
Hours and days of work may vary weekly but will be based on any 5 days from 7.

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care.

The successful candidate must be able to commute to the Port Askaig/Port Ellen Ferry Terminal 
on a daily basis. Driving license essential.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV quoting reference 
number 754-SB no later than 2 October 2015 to: e-mail: vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk or:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650144

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

CalMac Ferries Limited

Night Watchman 
Rate of Pay: £7.86 per hour Ref: 762-SB
Kennacraig Ferry Terminal
Contract Type: Permanent (2 positions available)
Contracted Hours: 18 hours

Applications are invited for the position of Part Time Night Watchman at the Kennacraig
Ferry Terminal. 

The successful candidate will be responsible to the Port Manager for carrying out hourly fi re 
patrols and checking mooring ropes, gangway, safety nets and securing ropes. You will be 
responsible for any unauthorised person/s on board, call out of ship’s crew when required, 
maintaining mess and engine rooms and complying with all instructions as listed in the Night 
Order Book.

The successful applicant will be required to work 10-12 hour shifts and will have a fl exible 
approach to working as the shift pattern will be variable and dependant on local circumstances 
and you must be able to commute to the Kennacraig Ferry Terminal on a daily basis.

The successful applicant must be computer literate and have excellent verbal and written 
communication skills and must also be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the 
customer interface and have a proactive approach to customer care.

Please reply by sending a copy of your current CV, quoting reference number 762-SB and return 
no later than 30 September 2015 to vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk or by post to: 

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Migdale Transport Ltd requires a First Mate and 
Engineer to work on the wellboat `MIGDALE’, 
an exciting opportunity to be part of Migdale 
Transport’s live fish transport team.

The successful qualified applicants will be required 
to work reliably in a small crew, developing good 
communication skills with colleagues and customers, 
and a responsible approach to fish welfare.

A good remuneration package is available.

Applications in writing by 15th October 2015, with 
your CV and reasons why you are suitable for the 
job, to Hugh G Murray, Migdale Transport Ltd, 
Dornoch Road, Bonar Bridge, Sutherland, IV24 
3EB, or email on hugh@migdaletransport.co.uk

Wellboat Crew – 
First Mate & Engineer

***STYLIST REQUIRED***
Due to overwhelming demand, we are 

looking to employ a Fully Qualifi ed Stylist 
to join the Avalon team. Full or Part time.

***CLIENTS WAITING***
Experience is preferred but our main aim is to fi nd someone who works well and 

enjoys being part of a busy team. We would also like to fi nd someone who is willing 
to progress and take part in all aspects of education that we off er.

Call in or send C.V.s to: Avalon Hair & Beauty, 
7 Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR
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We want to hear from 

you if you have the 

appropriate experience 

and qualifi cations:

 Journalism

 Shorthand

 Ambition and 

enthusiasm

 Talent, self motivation 

and commitment

 A full current 

driving licence

The Oban Times is inviting applications 

for a senior reporter.

As the position will be based in Oban, 

knowledge of the area would be an 

advantage.

Financial assistance for accommodation 

where relevant may be available for the 

fi rst three months.

We off er a good, competitive salary 

+ private health care 

+ enhanced pension 

+ life assurance 

+ excellent benefi ts and great working 

conditions 

public notices

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/02961/FUL

15/03323/FUL

15/03361/FUL

15/03506/FUL

Development  Address

Plot 6
Bohenie Road Development
Roy Bridge

Caol Primary School
Glenkingie Street
Caol, 
Fort William

Land 20M South East of 
Acharacle Public Toilets
Acharacle

Land 110M NE of Tigh A 
Chladaich
Glenmallie Road
Caol, 
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of house and garage

Addition of two further classrooms 
to the Primary School and to alter the 
arrangement of the site parking and 
external landscape

Erection of shop (retrospective 
amended design of 12/02314/FUL)

Erection of house (amended design)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

RETENTION OF A SECTION OF THE EXISTING TEMPORARY ACCESS TRACK AND TWO 
BRIDGES CONSTRUCTED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE BDOL PROJECT, DESIGNATED 
BY SSE AS TRACK 18A. THE PROPOSED LENGTH OF TRACK, RENAMED ‘THE WEST 
TRACK’, EXTENDS 7.99KM AND IS 3M WIDE WITH OCCASIONAL PASSING PLACES 

AND 2 NO TURNING AREAS AT CULACHY ESTATE FORT AUGUSTUS   

The Council has received an application from Culachy Estate Management Ltd at 
Culachy Estate, Fort Augustus (15/03378/FUL). The application is supported by an 
Environmental Statement.

The application, the accompanying Environmental Statement and its addendum are 
available for public inspection online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search 
using the application number 15/03378/FUL)

Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from 
Bidwells, per: Corinne MacDougall, 5 Atholl Place, Perth, PH1 5NE Tel: 01738 630666 at 
a cost of £75.00. The Non Technical Summary and DVD can be obtained free of charge. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental 
Statement and addendum can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.
uk/wam/ or by writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning 
Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline 
for receipt of comments is 28 days from the date of publication of this notice.

The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually 
to points or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. 
Please quote the application reference number in your correspondence.  

J. Stuart Black 

Director of Development & Infrastructure

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Alchemy Plant Hire & Contracting Ltd, Torran 
Gorm Industrial Estate, Lochavullin Road, Oban, 
Argyll trading as Alchemy Plant Hire & Contract-
ing Ltd of Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Lo-
chavullin Road, Oban is applying for a licence to 
use the former Harper Engineering yard, Port na 
Cuile, Gallanach Road, Oban, Argyll PA34 4QH 
as operating centre for 3 goods vehicles and 2 
trailers.  Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9  6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Rep-
resentors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide 
to making representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

Argyll College has a childcare nursery, Little Learners’ Nursery, adjacent to the SAMS buildings at 
Dunstaffnage.  Little Learners’ is open 5 days a week from 8am to 6pm, 50 weeks of the year, only 
closing for 2 weeks over Christmas and New Year.  It provides childcare and pre-school education 

for children aged 0 to 5 years and now requires a:

Part-time Cook
To provide meals in line with healthy eating guidelines. Hours are 25 per week, from 9am to 2pm 
which includes time for shopping for fresh ingredients, since the nursery does not use frozen 
goods in the preparation of meals.  It would be preferred if applicants held a current Food Hygiene 

budget.  The salary for the post is £10,823.28

by Friday 9th October to Lorna McDonald, Argyll College, Glenshellach Business Park, Oban, 
01631 559520  E-mail: lorna.mcdonald@uhi.ac.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Removal of Rock Armour, O-Fish-Shell Ltd Yard, 

Ardwork, Ardfern, Argyll

Notice is hereby given that O-Fish-Shell has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of Removal of Rock Armour at:

Cost £2,200

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

  O-Fish-Shell Ltd Yard, 56° 10.873’ N 05° 32.111’ W
 Ardwork, Ardfern,  56° 10.869’ N 05° 32.103’ W
 Argyll 56° 10.863’ N 05° 32.121’ W
  56° 10.859’ N 05° 32.112’ W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be in-
spected at Ardfern Post Office PA31 8QN.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environ-
mental issues in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: 05593

O-Fish-Shell Ltd

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

K J Stewart
140 Kilmory, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
0.105 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.47531
Conditions: 3a, 4

D A & Mrs M J Macalister 
Hall
Camusine, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
0.0057 ha – Site for a septic 
tank 
4.86.55210
Conditions: 3c 4

Conditions

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Balephetrish General 
Common Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: CG179

Kenovay Special Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: CG180

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 
open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02329/PP Change of use of resource centre to 
dwellinghouse

Former Resource Centre
Salen Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute
PA72 6JB

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

15/02337/PP Amendment to planning permission reference 
15/00112/PP (Installation of external plant and
erection of external canopy with fenced enclosure)
incorporating increase in size of canopy and 
fenced enclosure and installation of external 
trolley bay

Co-Operative Retail Services Ltd
Scarinish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And 
Bute PA77 6UH

Tiree Area Office

15/02405/PP Change of use of shop (Class 1) to 
dwellinghouse (Class 9)

Butcher Shop Rhinns
Scarinish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And 
Bute PA77 6UH

Tiree Area Office

15/02446/PP Change of use of first floor shop premises to 
form gymnasium

First Floor 19 Lochside Street
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4HP

Oban Area Office

15/02489/PP Variation of Condition 3 relative to planning 
permission reference 15/01750/PP (Erection of 
meteorological monitoring structure maximum
height of 81.85 metres for the temporary period
of 36 months) - in relation to the quantity and 
layout of bird deflectors on guy wires

Upper Sonachan Forest 
Ardbrecknish Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02402/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access 

Land South West Of Carn Farm 
Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Mechanic Required
Time served mechanic required for 

maintenance of Commercial Vehicles 
and Trailers in our Lochgilphead depot.

Please Contact: 
Peter McKerral & Co. Ltd

Darlochan Yard, Kilkenzie, 
Campbeltown PA28 6NT

Email: petermckerral4@gmail.com
Telephone: 01586 820 258

Mobile: 07717 531 242

Peter McKerral & Co. LtdPeter McKerral & Co. Ltd

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Limited

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel. 01631 562168
Senior Care Assistant

Min qualification SVQ Level 3 in Health and Social Care.

Care Assistants

Experience an advantage but not essential 
as training will be given. 

Both positions permanent / full and part time hours
For an application form contact Manager 

Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

West Argyll Forest District (Procurement)

Whitegates, Lochgilphead Argyll PA31 8RS

The Forestry Commission is inviting tenders for 2 

forthcoming contracts :

waprocurement@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

Closing dates for submissions is 13.00pm, 

Wednesday 30th September 2015

Carr Gomm is a national charity providing quality care 
and support across Scotland since 1997.

Community Project Worker
Mid Argyll – 18.75 Hours
Salary: £15,985 - £18,058 pro rata per annum

‘Community Contacts’ is an innovative Carr Gomm 
project, funded by the Scottish Government to operate 
in Argyll.  We offer independent information, advice 
and support on Self-Directed Support (SDS) through 
our teams of community based project workers and 
volunteers. 
We offer competitive terms and conditions including: 
pension, enhanced annual leave, training and career 
advancement opportunities. 
Please quote job reference number 540 when applying 
for this vacancy
Closing Date: Noon, Friday 9th October 2015
For more information & to apply
Application packs are available on our website: www.
carrgomm.org/work-for-us
Alternatively, please contact 
our Recruitment Team:

Sales Manager:
The Landscaping Centre is an established and 
respected landscape design, construction and 
maintenance company with reputable on site shop 
and workshop.

We are currently seeking an experienced general 
manager to manage and drive forward our landscaping 
shop and workshop.  The successful candidate must 
have a good knowledge of the landscaping industry 
and garden machinery, excellent customer service, 
hold a full driving licence and be computer literate. 

The successful candidate will be offered a 
competitive salary depending on experience plus 
commission - based on quarterly sales.  Hours of 
work will be 8-5 Monday to Friday and will also be 
required to work Saturdays during peak season.

For more information please contact Ruaraidh on 
tlc@tlcoban.co.uk or 01631 571777
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES
HONDA PAN EUROPEAN

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA ST1100AY THE ULTIMATE 
TOURING MACHINE
2001 ABS,HIGH SCREEN,SPECIAL 
SEAT ETC. NO EXPENSE 
SPARED,IMMACULATE,
MOT 12 MONTH MOT
ONLY 23,517 MILES

£3,300

ROAD LEGAL BOMBARDIER 650 QUAD

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2004,FULL YEAR MOT,
LOW MILEAGE
DRIVEN ON CAR LICENCE, 
LOADS OF FUN

£2,850

HONDA TRX420 POWER STEERING

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2/4WD POWER STEERING
ROAD REGISTERED ON 12 PLATE,
1000 HRS
EXCELLENT CONDITION FULLY 
SERVICED,NEW TYRES
GUARANTEED, FINANCE AND DELIVERY 
ARRANGED.

£4,450+VAT

Vauxhall Corsa 5 door hatchback 2009

Tel: 07836 346902 (Arran)

1.2 petrol,  

8 month MOT. 

47,700 miles.

£2750

MINIBUS 15 Seats LDV MAXUS LWB

Tel: 07825 581171

Diesel 2500cc 2006 
reg. 70,500 miles, one 
owner, PA system.  
View at Morrison 
Motors, Barcaldine.

£3,750

Land Rover Freelander 2 GS TD4

Tel: 01586 552773

2013, 20,600 miles, 
one owner, extended 
warranty 2017, green 
metallic, black leather, 
sunroof, hitch wired for 
caravan, spoiler, privacy 
glass, immaculate.

£17,000

DRIVETIMES

PEUGEOT 206 1.1 STYLE

Tel 01586 550407 or 01586 551154

Silver, registered January 2004, 29,000 
miles, excellent condition, 3 door, 

1 year MOT, 4 new tyres.

£1,750

Subaru Forester 2005

Tel: 07808 544758

Four wheel drive. 
Lots of dealer service 
history. Below average 
mileage. MOT until 
January 2016. Good 
condition.

£1895 ovno

AUDI A4 Avant S.E.

Phone: 01852 500649

07 Reg 96,000 miles, 

MOT till June 2016, 

Last service 90,600, 

new tyres 92,530.

£5,500 o.n.o.

Rover

Tel: 07928 888128

4 door hatch, petrol,

Y Reg 2001, 5 months MOT,

4 good tyres, good condition 

for year, good on fuel,

good little run around, 

can deliver.

£350 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL MOVANO

Tel: 07554 571070

Medium Wheelbase, high top, 

03 plate, 2.2 Turbo Diesel,

10 months MOT, 4 new tyres, 

step towbar, wood lined, 

roofrack, good condition for 

year, good mechanically, lots 

new parts.

£1350 o.n.o.

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 

CALL: 01631 
568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

22 MOTORS

On 1st October 2015, some of the 
biggest changes ever in consumer law 
will take place and, HPI, provider of the 
HPI Check®, is urging used car buyers 
to be aware of their new rights.  The 
Sale of Goods Act is set to be replaced 
by the Consumer Rights Act 2015.  
  This crucially allows consumers to ask 
for a full refund in the first 30 days of 
buying any product that subsequently 
turns out to be faulty - including cars.     
Known as the ‘early right to reject’, this 
new legislation replaces the previous 
rule, which said retailers only need to 
repair or replace a faulty item or part. 

If a defect is found after 30 days (but 
within six months) used car buyers are 
then entitled to a repair or replace-
ment.  However, the new legislation 
stipulates that dealers will have only 
one chance at repair or replacement. 
If they fail, consumers are entitled to a 
full or partial refund.

Neil Hodson, Managing Director 
for HPI, commented: ‘The Consumer 
Rights Act 2015 gives more power to 
those consumers who are dissatisfied 
with a purchase, giving them the right 
to reject faulty used cars and ask for 
a replacement or refund. However, 
consumers still need to do their home-
work before handing over their hard-
earned money, ensuring they make a 
clever purchase, rather than one they 
regret. One in three vehicles checked 
by HPI are found to have a hidden 
history, confirming the importance of 
understanding the provenance of a 
car before you buy it.’

The HPI Check includes a mileage 
check against the National Mileage 
Register as standard, now with 

over 200 million mileage readings, 
including readings for vehicles less 
than three years of age. HPI also con-
firms whether a vehicle is currently 
recorded as stolen with the police, 
has outstanding finance against it or 
has been written off, making it the 
best way for consumers to protect 
themselves from fraudsters looking 
to make a fast profit. In addition, the 
HPI Check offers a £30,000 Guarantee* 
in the event of the information it 
provides being inaccurate, offering 
added financial peace of mind to used 
car buyers.

If buying from a dealership, HPI 
recommends that consumers ask to 
see the history and mileage checks 
for any vehicles. It is also important 
to check that the dealer belongs to 
an organisation such as the Retail 
Motor Industry Federation (RMIF) 
or that they have signed up to the 
government-backed Motor Codes 
scheme (www.motorcodes.co.uk); 
both demand that dealers abide by a 
strict code of practice. If buying from a 
reputable dealer, a consumer’s rights 
are comparable with buying from any 
other retail outlet.

Neil Hodson concluded: ‘Although 
the new consumer laws offer greater 
protection after a purchase has been 
made, if you arm yourself with as 
many facts before you buy, you could 
reduce the risk of buying a lemon in 
the first place.  

‘Conducting a vehicle history check 
at www.hpicheck.com provides car 
buyers with added peace of mind, 
whether buying privately or through 
a dealer.’

HPI urges consumers to be aware 

of their ‘early right to reject’

Porsche Boxster. 

Tel: 07775832603

Silver with red interior.1997. 
2.5ltr.  67,000 genuine miles
Comprehensive specialist 
service record.
Sports exhaust and clear 
light upgrade. Lack of use 

forces reluctant sale.

£5495 o.n.o.

BMW120d sport

Tel: Gordon 0776 969 4240 or 01855 821 270

6 speed manual 2005 118600 miles. MOT 
due on it’s birthday, 16/5/16. BMW service 
history. One previous owner, I have owned the 
car since it was about 20 months and 16500 
miles old and have all the old MOTs. These are 
well equipped as standard including traction 
and stability control, heated electric mirrors, 
four electric windows, climate control, sport 
suspension and  seats, also has a Westfalia 
removable towbar. Quick and great fun to 
drive, I will be sorry to see it go but I have got a 
camper and a classic, don’t need three cars.£3950

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST 
WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE 

TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 
SECOND WEEK FREE

£31
DRIVETIMES 

NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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A spiritual successor to the much loved fourth-gen-
eration Subaru Legacy Tourer (2003-2008), the 
Levorg promises a compact on-road footprint yet 
greater interior space than its forebear. The car will 
be available in a single trim level called GT, with 
generous levels of standard equipment, including 
Subaru’s iconic All-Wheel Drive (AWD) drivetrain.

Subaru’s most refi ned interior

Subaru engineers and designers promise that 
the Levorg will off er one of the company’s most 
refi ned cabins created, with a greater use of high 
quality materials. Leather-trimmed sports seats 
with unique to Levorg blue stitching will come as 
standard, as will Subaru’s new factory-fi t 7.0-inch 
touchscreen infotainment, connectivity and nav-
igation system. Leather trim is used generously 
within the cabin, including the door trims, on the 
centre console and on top of the multi-function 
display on the dashboard.

High practicality from a compact footprint

While the Levorg benefi ts from smaller exterior 
dimensions than the fourth-generation Legacy 
Tourer, the new sport tourer off ers buyers greater 
practicality.

Not only do occupants enjoy greater leg, head- 
and shoulder-room than in the last Legacy Tourer, 
but the capacious 522-litre boot – rising to 1,446 
litres with the second row of seats folded down 
– provides ample room for anything from sports 
equipment and bicycles to luggage and pets. The 
Levorg has been developed with ease-of-use and 
practicality in mind, and owners are unlikely to 
fi nd themselves short on space, in spite of the car’s 
compact footprint.

All-new 1.6-litre DIT Boxer engine and 
Lineartronic CVT

When it goes on sale in the UK, the Levorg will 

be available with one engine: a newly-de-
veloped 1.6-litre DIT (Direct Injection Turbo) 
Boxer petrol engine, a signature format for the 
Japanese manufacturer. Paired with Subaru’s 
super-smooth Lineartronic (CVT) transmission, 
the Levorg will off er buyers a supremely refi ned 
powertrain.

The new 1.6-litre DIT power unit off ers the 
same performance as Subaru’s existing 2.5-litre 
naturally-aspirated Boxer engine, despite being 
36% smaller. Engineered specifi cally for its ap-
plication in the Levorg,  the all-new four-cylin-
der engine produces 170 PS and 250 Nm torque. 
The all-new four-cylinder engine off ers smooth, 
seamless power delivery and greater effi  ciency 
than existing Subaru engines. Flexibility is core 
to its character, providing power over a wide 
range of engine speeds and perfectly matching 
the car’s remit as a sport tourer.

The Levorg accelerates from 0 to 62 mph in 
8.9 seconds, while returning nearly 40mpg on 
a combined cycle. Emissions are rated at 164 
g/km. With Subaru’s famous Symmetrical All-
Wheel Drive system, Vehicle Dynamics Control 

and torque vectoring, the Levorg’s drivetrain 
provides unrivalled stability in all conditions.

Strongbody shell and a suite of active 
safety technologies

The new Levorg will continue to uphold Sub-
aru’s reputation as a manufacturer of some of 
the safest cars on the road, with a strong, light 
bodyshell and a wide range of passive and 
active safety technologies.

The new model boasts a higher proportion of 
ultra-high tensile steel than other models in the 
Subaru range, such as the Impreza, with 50% 
of the body made up of strong, yet light steel 
alloys for the greatest possible crash safety 
performance.

The Levorg is equipped as standard with the 
new ‘Subaru Rear Vehicle Detection’ system 
(SRVD), which alerts drivers to vehicles which 
are crossing behind. A comprehensive safety 
package, SRVD combines three technologies: 
Blind Spot Detection, which alerts drivers to 
cars sitting in their blind spot; Lane Change 
Assist, which warns drivers of fast-approaching 

vehicles behind when the driver indicates to 
change lane; and Rear Cross Traffi  c Alert, which 
detects vehicles passing behind when reversing 
out of a parking space.

Levorg also features SI Drive (Subaru Intelli-
gent Drive) which allows the driver, via a switch 
on the steering wheel to chose between two 
modes according to their mood or the driving 
environment - Intelligent mode and Sport 
mode.  

To ensure best-in-class on-road handling, the 
Levorg joins the WRX STI and new Outback 
in being fi tted with Active Torque Vectoring 
(ATV).  ATV eff ectively brakes the inside wheels 
under cornering and apportions greater torque 
to the outside of the car, reducing understeer 
and oversteer to allow a more predictable and 
controlled course through corners.

With a range of safety assist technology, as 
well as front, front side, curtain and driver knee 
airbags, whiplash-reducing front seats, and 
High Beam Assist, the Levorg is expected to 
receive a fi ve-star Euro NCAP safety rating when 
it is tested later this year.

Subaru Levorg now on sale
ADVERTORIAL

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 01356 250276/0754 3359961 or 
email lit1@hotmail.co.uk

Motor Homes or Camper Vans, 
any year or condition, also any type of 

touring caravan. 
Will collect and pay cash.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

Tel: 07900 668642 Andrew

Greenfi eld’s 4 x 4’s
WANTED ALL TYPES OF PICKUPS AND 4 X 4’S

Single & Dbl Cab
Any condition/ mileage considered from 

1990-2014
Wide Range of vehicles for sale

WANTED



 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BOWLS two carpets 30ft x 
6ft. Two sets of bowls and 
accessories.  To be collected 
from Ardrishaig,  £270 Tele-
phone 07780 933671.
GOLF CLUBS gent’s How-
son Hippo irons - 3 - sw, 
graphite shafts,  £45 Tele-
phone 01631 581249 after 
6pm.

 TRAILERS

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc.  Smaller quantities con-
sidered. Telephone 07435 
589701.

OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offices or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MOBILITY
RAMPS 2 x lightweight metal 
folding ramps 6’7”(200cms).  
Suitable for wheelchair use. 
As new, cost £400 new, sell 
for,  £200 Telephone 01631 
710352².
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE MOBILITY

WHISKY TRADING CHIMNEY SERVICES

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

TO YOUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

AND INCREASE YOUR 
CHANCES OF SELLING

Things to remember when placing your ad
Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area

 it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST £15.50 FOR TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO) Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place
your photo advert:

Online at

Telephone 01631 568 000
or 01397 703 003

Or bring your photo in

ADD A 

PHOTO

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 20 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ..................................................................................................................................................

DESCRIPTION ..................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE ...................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT

 www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Fill in the form below and hand it in to any of our offices with 
your chosen image (details below)

RIDE ON
LAWNMOWER

Telephone 01631 568000

Only used once. Selling 
because of house move. 

£400 

*E
xa

m
pl

e 
ad

*

SELL WITH A 
PHOTO FOR 

ONLY £15.50

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

BLINDS

GARDEN MAINTENACE

Ground Work, exterior painting and gutter 

cleaning. Good rates

Telephone 07597919418

All Garden Maintenance
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Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

PLUMBING & HEATING

QUINGO 
MOBILITY 
SCOOTER

£1500 ONO 
Telephone 01546 606896

Bought new January 2014 
for £3,835, rarely used after 
May 2014. Available to view 

at Matheson’s, Soroba Road, 
Oban 

FOOT CLINIC

Laura Monsalve
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

B.Sc Nursing SAC Dip FHP
Do you suffer from Corns, Callus/Hard Skin, Cracked Heels, Thick 

toe nails, Or unable to cut your nails?

For professional foot care in the comfort of your own home
I can visit you in Oban and surrounding areas.

Call us: 
07791489312www.facebook.com/The-Foot-Clinic-Oban

 BICYCLES
RIDGEBACK 21’ step through 
bike with automatic gear 
change, excellent condition,  
£40 Telephone 01631 720297.

 CHRISTMAS

realistic 6 ft self assemble 
green Xmas tree. Complete 
with stand and storage/carry 
case,  £35 Telephone 01631 
570219.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

WOMANS JACKET woman’s 
suede sheepskin lined jacket, 
size 18 worn once, ex condi-
tion, cost £199 new, sell for,  
£45 Telephone 01586 551314.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

INDESIT FREEZER 3 drawer 
under counter freezer. Very 
good condition, Oban,  £50 
Telephone 01631 563667 or 
07780 801016.

 DOMESTIC PETS
¾ COCKER SPANIEL X Collie 
Puppies, black, tan and white. 
Beautiful markings. Happily 
reared in family home, 9 
weeks old. Telephone 01631 
740331 or 07583 109444².
JACK RUSSELL X PATTER-
DALE Puppies, 3 beautiful 
dog puppies, from working 
stock, available now, have 
been well socialised with 
children, other dogs and 
cats,  £200 Telephone 01546 
606856².

 EQUESTRIAN
WELSH SECTION C PONY 
13.2HH Good all rounder Full 
wardrobe,  £1,300 Telephone 
01838 200657 or 07936 
749224.

 FURNITURE
3 DOOR BEECH WARDROBE 
(1 mirrored) with top shelf, vgc.  
To be assembled,  £99 ono 
Telephone 01631 581249 after 
6pm.
LARGE PINE TV UNIT for 
large screen TV, with space 
for sky box, DVD player etc, 
L109cm, W45cm, H55cm,  £25 
Telephone 01852 200307.
PINE CABINET  with 2 
drawers and cupboard below, 
L88cm, W45cm, H87cm,  £15 
Telephone 01852,200307.
PINE CHEST OF DRAWERS  
4 drawers, L76cm, W41cm, 
H70,  £20 Telephone 01852 
200307.
PINE OTTOMAN  could be 
used for storing linen or as 
a child’s toy box, L72cm, 
W39cm, H39,  £15 Telephone 
01852 200307.
PINE TALLBOY CHEST OF 
DRAWERS with 5 drawers, 
L45cm, W45cm, H95cm,  £20 
Telephone 01852 200307.
SINGLE BED FRAME black 
metal frame and mattress, 
hardly used, from a spare 
room. Connel,  £50 Telephone 
01631 710818.
SOFA BED steel framed, 
bought from Matheson for 
£280 new, vgc,  £50 Telephone 
01631 720297.

SOLID PINE DROP LEAF 
TABLE oval shaped, W68cm 
folded, W160cm extended, 
H75cm. Decorative table legs,  
£45 Telephone 01852 200307.
THREE PIECE SUITE 3 seater 
leather sofa and chairs, seats 
detachable from ornamental 
wooden frame with sliding 
drawers below, dark blue colour,  
£400 Telephone 01546 602062.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
BODY SHAPER Power Tech 
Body Shaper, nearly new, 
phone to view, can deliver,  £70 
ono Telephone 07761 746558.
PRO FITNESS TREADMILL 
good condition motorised 
treadmill, has various different 
exercise programmes. Folds 
away for easy storage,  £50 
Telephone 01852 200307.
SMALL EXERCISES TRAM-
POLINE small circular V Fit 
Trampoline. Legs can be 
removed for easy storage,  £15 
Telephone 01852 200307.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

AUTOMATED WOOD PELLET 

Divinaplus room heater stove.  
Good working order and 
serviced regularly. 7 day pro-
grammable timer control and 
room thermostat.  Also selling 

Telephone 07837 507485.
MULTIFUEL STOVE Herald 
8 Standard, MK1 central 
heating stove,  £300 ono 
Telephone 01546 510375 or 
07905 316483.

UNIPART MOBILE GAS HEAT-
ER 15kg butane and heat set-

failure device.  18 month old, 
genuine sale,  £45 Telephone 
07587 046700.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
FULLY LINED CURTAINS 
three pair fully lined curtains, 
ivory coloured, ex condition, 
66 x 72.  Cost £50 per pair new 
will sell £20 per pair or all 3 for 
£50. Telephone 01586 551314.
LARGE EXQUISITE MIRROR 
beautiful large wall mounted 
mirror for bathrooms or hall-
ways. Rectangle shaped with 
arched top. Ht 91cm wth 61cm,  
£60 Telephone 01852 200307.

 HOME OFFICE
FAX MACHINE Samsung 
Inkjet Telephone Fax.(SF-370) 
No longer required, good 
working order,  £15 Telephone 
01631 570219.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

PAXTON 
TRAILER 

6’ X 4’

£695 OVNO 
Telephone 07808 544758

Bought new January 2014 
for £3,835, rarely used after 
May 2014. Available to view 

at Matheson’s, Soroba Road, 
Oban 
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Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all 
publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall 
be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund 
or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 

paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 

termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MARTIN MACPHERSON
Graduated recently from Glasgow Caledonian University 

with a BEng (hons) in Mechanical Electronic Systems 
Engineering. Martin is the son of Donald and Ann 

MacPherson, Achachork, Portree and grandson of Margo 
and the late Donald Alick MacPherson, Flodigarry and 

grandson of Alisdair and Peggy Monk, Crieff.

GRADUATIONS

Obituary - Lachie Black 
October 9th, 1925 – August 10th, 2015

SADLY MISSED: Lachie Black with his 
granddaughter, Donna.

MARIA ELENA STORR
Recently graduated from the University of the West 

of Scotland, Paisley with a 1st class BSC (Honours) in 
Environmental Health. Maria has now taken up a position 

in Quality Control Management Team at a Food Production 
Facility in Glasgow.

LIFE
lines

A VISIT from an old friend should be something to 
look forward, not something to dread. 

My old friend has turned into the mother that ‘can 
do it better than everyone else’.

I watched as she stopped her little girl doing many of 
the things that I encourage my two girls to do. 

While I want my girls to climb, explore and seek 
adventure, I won’t let them climb up a set of ladders. 
But if the chair isn’t too high I will allow them to climb 
onto it and fall off it. 

I think you need to let your kids fall over. They have 
to fall off that chair. You need to let them make mis-
takes, put their trousers on inside out, their jumpers 
on back to front. If you don’t let them how will they 
learn?

Studies have shown that children with over anxious 
parents with too much involvement in their lives are 
more likely to become adults that suffer from anxiety 
disorders and lack trust in their own decision making. 

Dare I say that I know a few mums that already ‘know’ 
what their toddlers are going to study at university…

I’ll be happy if mine make it through today at nurs-
ery.

I don’t correct them constantly in front of people. 
If my daughter visits someone’s house and announces 
at the dinner table that she doesn’t like the macaroni 
then this was an innocent and honest statement with 
no intention to offend. I will have a chat with her after 
dinner, without embarrassing her. 

I wait until they ask for help without pouncing in and 
doing everything for them. 

This way they will learn how to sweep and mop the 
kitchen floor so I don’t have to. 

They’ll dress themselves in the morning so I can lie 
in. 

I mean, it turned out alright for Cinderella in the 
end didn’t it?

So there you go. Am I raising over-confident children 
that no one will like? No. I’m trying to raise confident 
and independent women who say what they mean and 
mean what they say. 

Come back and see me in 20 years and maybe I’ll be 
telling you how not to do it!

Mrs MacLeod

Let them make mistakes

BIRTHS
PETERSON - Philip and 
Shona, Scammadale are 
delighted to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Isla Alison 
Peterson on September 12, 2015 
in the Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley.

ENGAGEMENTS
M c C O R K I N D A L E - 
SHEATH - Both families 
are delighted to announce the 
engagement of Carol, eldest 
daughter of Neil and Hazel 
McCorkindale, Scammadale to 
Michael, son of Christine and 
Barry Sheath, Southhampton.
ROSS – FRASER - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Findlay Thomas, son of Stephen 
and Kareen Ross, Lochawe to 
Marsaili Johanna, elder daughter 
of Alasdair and Mamie, Tolsta 
Chaolais, Isle of Lewis.

DEATHS
CAMERON - Peacefully 
at home after a short illness 
on September 20, 2015, 
Eleanor Cameron, Assapol, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull, aged 
86 years. Beloved wife of 
the late Donald, much loved 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. Sadly missed. 
Funeral service to be held at 
Bunessan church on Friday, 
September 25 at 12.00 noon. 
Thereafter to Scoor Cemetery.
FAGERVOLD (SCOTT) - 
Peacefully at home, on Saturday, 
September 19, 2015, in her 
90th year, Jean, much loved 
mum of Sandra and Peter, 
loving grandmother and great-
grandmother. Funeral service 
will take place at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban, on Tuesday, September 
29 at 1.00 p.m. Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Sadly 
missed.
HARAN - Tragically, following 
an accident on September 10, 
2015, Elizabeth B, sister of Ian, 
cherished aunt of the family 
and dear companion of Nancy 
Gardiner.  Funeral service to 
be held at Kilbrandon Church, 
Isle of Seil, on Wednesday, 
September 30,  2015 at 1.00 
pm, thereafter to Kilbrandon 

please. 
HOLDER - Suddenly, on 
September 19, 2015, Malcolm 
Frank Holder, in his 69th year, 
Wester Lodge, Tayinloan, dearly 
beloved husband of Jenny, 
much loved father of Diane and 
June, father-in-law of Nigel and 
Michael and a loving grandad 
of Sophie, Melissa, Kayleigh, 
Logan, Melissa, Branwen, 
Laura and Jason. Service will 
take place in A’Chleit Church, 
on Monday, September 28, 
2015 at 1.00pm, to which all 
friends are respectfully invited. 

retiral collection will be held in 
aid of the local diabetic group. 
A cremation service will take 
place in Cardross Crematorium 
on Tuesday, September 29, 2015 
at 1.15pm.
MACAFFER - Peacefully at 
Gortanvogie Care Home, Islay, 
on September 16, 2016, aged 78 
years, Elizabeth Currie (Betty), 
dear sister of Morag and the late 
Angus, a dear aunt, great-aunt 
and cousin. Sadly missed.
MACPHAIL - Peacefully, 
with her family by her side, 
on September 18, 2015, after a 
long battle borne bravely, Rona 
MacPhail, aged 73 years, of 56 
Highbank Park, Lochgilphead, 
Wife, and mother of Catriona, 
Marianne, Jane, Kirsty and 
Angus.  Big Granny to fourteen. 
Dear sister to Jessie and Katie, 
and a dear aunt to all the family.   
A good neighbour, dear friend 
and former work colleague 
to many, and a dedicated and 
tireless worker in the community 
and the church. Funeral service 
will be held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church, on Thursday, 
September 24 at 12.00 noon, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 

please.  
McKENZIE - Anne M. 
Peacefully at Cluny Lodge, 
Edinburgh, on Friday, September 
18, 2015, Anne M. McKenzie, 
dearly loved daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs A.D. McKenzie, 

Swordle Farm, Ardnamurchan, 
dear sister of the late Alasdair 
M. McKenzie and sister-in-
law of Elspeth McKenzie, Fort 
William. Devoted aunt and 
great-aunt. Funeral service at 
Oakvale Funeral Home, William 
Purves Funeral Directors, 106 
Whitehouse Loan, Edinburgh, 
EH9 1BD, at 12.30p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015, 
followed by an interment at 
Morningside Cemetery at 
1.15p.m. approximately.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - Lorna, girls 
and families would like to thank 
everyone for their cards, letters, 

following the sad loss of Colin.  
Special thanks to Dr McElroy 
and all medical staff for the 
care shown to Colin and family 
during his short illness.  Many 
thanks to Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for his comforting service, to 
Duncan Forgrieve, Tony Smith 
and Wee Ali for their personal 
tributes, to Colin Forgrieve 
for arranging the retiral music 
and to piper Donnie Files for 
playing ‘Hebridean Sunset’ at 
the graveside.  Grateful thanks to 
Ian MacInnes and staff at D & A 
Munn for their professional and 
personal funeral arrangements 
and to Forbes and staff at The 
Glen for their excellent service 
and buffet.  Many thanks also to 
all who paid their respects at the 
church and cemetery.  A sum in 
excess of £900 has, so far, been 
raised for Clydeside Action on 
Asbestos.
EVANS – Chris -  Fiona, 
Mary, Jenny, Douglas, Neil 
and Lindsay would like to 
thank everyone who attended 
Chris’s funeral, the Rev Morag 
Muirhead for conducting the 
service with such warmth, 
and Isabel, Liz and Ronnie 
for speaking so affectionately. 
A very generous donation of 
£911.99 was collected for the 
British Red Cross. Thank you 
also to Mike McFall and his 
team for their perfect handling 
of all our wishes and to The 
Moorings Hotel for providing 
such a pleasant atmosphere. We 
have been overwhelmed by the 
many messages of sympathy 
we have received and are truly 
thankful to feel so very kindly 
supported.
MACAFFER - Morag, Willie 
and family would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and  neighbours 

and phone calls received in 
the recent sad bereavement. 
Betty will be sorely missed. 
We would like to thank most 
sincerely Gortanvogie Care 
Home, for the exceptional care 
given to Betty whilst there and 
also the kindness shown to the 
family. Thanks also to doctors 
and nurses, past and present 
who attended to Betty through 
the years and home carers past 
and present. Special thanks to 
Mrs Elaine Mather, Rev. Valerie 
Watson for a lovely service in the 
parlour, Jean, Craig and Donnie, 
undertakers for their care, Islay 
Hotel for the lovely purvey.
Thank you all.
MACEACHEN - Iain, David 
and families would like to 
thank everyone who attended 
the Requiem Mass for their 
dear mother Betty, friends and 
relatives for all their comforting 
words and all who sent cards 

to staff at Ward I and Lynn of 
Lorne Care Home for their care 
of mum over the last eighteen 
months. Grateful thanks to Fr 
James for his kind words on the 
day and both Fr James and Fr 
Billy for their numerous visits 
and pastoral support. Thanks 
to the Hoey family for funeral 
arrangements and Colin, Joan 
and staff at the Olive Garden for 
catering. Finally thanks to those 
who contributed to the retiring 
collection which raised £300 for 
Mary’s Meals.

MEMORIAMS
BLUE - In loving memory Mary 
Blue, who died October 2, 2011. 
No words, no verse could ever 
say
How much we miss you every 
day.
- Inserted by her daughter Mary, 
her son-in-law Jim and son 
Donnie.

The large congregation 
who gathered at Appin 
Parish Church to pay their 
respects and to celebrate 
Lachie’s long life was 
testimony to the special 
place he had in the Appin 
community. He was a huge 
character who lived life his 
way as a family man, war 
veteran, crofter, bee-keeper, 
gardener, motor-cyclist, 
neighbour and friend.

Lachlan Neil Black was 
born on October 9, 1925 in 
Ardtun, Bunessan, Mull. 
Fittingly, the first hymn at 
this funeral was Morning 
Has Broken, sung to the 
tune, Bunessan. He was 
brought up by his granny 
and aunts and moved to Ap-
pin when he was very young 
as his mother, Marjorie – 
known as Maisie – worked 
as a housekeeper in various 
estates across Argyll.

Lachie attended school in 
Duror and Appin, where he 
met his future wife, Marga-
ret Aird who, at the time, 
teased him endlessly – so 
much so, that he avoided her 
as much as he could!

He enlisted in the Royal 
Engineers in 1943 aged 
17, training initially at the 
Bridge of Don barracks in 
Aberdeen and subsequently 
at various places around 
the country. He was then 
ordered to Plymouth where 
he joined the Ardmore - an 
Irish supply vessel deployed 
to land essential supplies 
at Dieppe in France to 
support the first wave of 
allied troops at the D-Day 
landings.

After the war, his service 
continued with the British 
military mission in Greece 
at Salonika and Piraeus, 
where he spent his 21st 
birthday. His granny sent 
him a cooked chicken and 
clootie dumpling which 
he added to the rum and 
ouzo he had acquired at 
the docks, allowing a true 
Appin celebration, only 
interrupted when several 
people started projectile 
vomiting! Granny’s good 
intentions had not allowed 
for international borders 
and hotter climates.

Lachie then went on to 
the Middle East, learning 
to swim in the Suez Canal, 
before returning to Britain 
to demob. He came back 
to Appin and worked as a 
cattleman on the Fasna-
cloich Estate. There his 
relationship with Margaret 
blossomed and the couple 
were married on March 16, 
1955 by the Rev Kenneth 
MacMillan. Margaret be-
came the Fasnacloich post 
mistress while Lachie moved 
from the estate to driving 
lorries at the sawmill. He 
then worked at the Alginate 
factory at Barcaldine where 
he stayed until he retired.

Lachie and Margaret had 
six children before moving 
to Croft 5, Achosrigan, Ap-
pin, living in two static car-
avans. Margaret returned to 
nursing, while Lachie used 
his skills to build the family 

home at Burnside – essen-
tially two prefabs joined 
together. Lachie drove them 
down from Ballachulish on 
a tractor and trailer with 
Margaret leading the way 
in a car as the tractor had 
no lights. Their new home 
became a very welcoming 
place where many a ceilidh 
took place with Margaret 
on the piano and Lachie yo-
delling beside her as songs 
and the odd libation were 
enjoyed. Family holidays 
were in a wee caravan tour-
ing the length and breadth 
of Britain.

Once Lachie retired from 
the factory and Margaret 
from Glencoe Hospital, they 
enjoyed travelling, visiting 
daughter Christine in East-
bourne and Lachie’s cousin 
in Melbourne, Australia, as 
well as a memorable holiday 
in North Africa where Lachie 
rode a camel. But most of all 
they enjoyed the bonhomie of 
home surrounded by family 
and friends, especially at the 
Appin Show and Hogmanay.

Margaret’s health began to 
decline and so a new chapter 
in Lachie’s life opened as he 
became her devoted carer. 
He nursed her for several 
years before she died at 
Burnside with Lachie beside 
her.

After her death, Lachie 
was quite lonely, but kept 
going – enjoying his morning 
porridge, his daily drive 
down to the village shop and 
blethering with neighbours 
and friends, preferably in 
his native Gaelic. He was a 
central member of the week-
ly lunch club at Port Appin 
village hall, enjoying the 
company and endless yarns 
told (and retold).

There are many stories of 
Lachie, too numerous to 
recount here, involving bulls 
and fires and moons, but 
one especially illustrates his 
quick wit. His third child was 
about to be born at home by 
candlelight, before they had 
electricity. All was going 
well until Nurse Harvey 
realised there was also an 
undiagnosed twin which she 
proceeded to deliver safely 
causing Lachie to cry out: 
‘Put the candles out – the 
light is attracting them!’ The 
twin was named Iain Harvey 
Black.

Lachie lived a full life with 
many ups and some downs 
especially with the deaths of 
his youngest son, Hugh, in 
childhood and his grandson, 
Fraser, and, of course, the 
loss of Margaret.

A very human man, he 
leaves a big gap in many lives 
and the Appin community 
where we will remember him 
laughing and dancing in the 
shop a few hours before he 
slipped peacefully away at 
home, just days before the 
Appin Show.

He leaves behind his 
children, Christine, Mairi, 
Neil, Iain, Robert and Elise, 
13 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.
Lachie, we will miss you.
Iain D. McNicol.

HUNTER - Remembering 
Betty, who passed away 
September 21, 2013.
Very much missed
Take care of Linda for me.
- Love Monica, Brian, Emma, 
Steven, Danielle and Sarah. xx
JOHNSTON - Remembering 
Karen, who died on September 
26, 2012.
The years may pass but still 
you stay as near and dear as 
yesterday.
- Mum, Alex, Hal and Iona.
MACDOUGALL - Precious 
memories of Betty, my wife, 
who passed away on September 
25, 2012.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Jim.
MACKECHNIE - Jean, died 
September 22, 2012.
Our dear wee granny and mum.
Always in our hearts and never 
far from our thoughts.
Miss you always.
- Jan, Mark, Nadia and Joe, Iain, 
Lindsay, Quinn and Georgie, 
Gilbert and Iona xxx
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of our dear mum and 
granny Margaret, who left us on 
September 25, 2014.
God called your name so gently 
that only you could hear
No-one heard the footsteps of 
the Angel drawing near
Softly from the shadows, there 
came a gentle call
You closed your eyes and went 
to sleep
You quietly left us all.
- Lesley, Jan, Ally, Sharron, 
Cameron, Ethan and Fraser.
MATHIESON - In loving 
memory of Alex who died 
September 26, 2014.
Gone are the days we used to 
share,
but in our hearts you are always 
there.
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Jaenette and family xx
McFARLANE - In loving 
memory of Lance Corporal 
Thomas McFarlane, Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders who 
lost his life September 25, 1915 
at the Battle of Loos.
- Your great-nephew Ian.
McPHEE - Treasured memories 
of our loving mother Maggie, 
who passed away September 24, 
2014.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Archie and Duncan, Islay.
McPHEE - Fond memories 
of a special auntie and a great 
friend to all, who passed away 
September 24, 2014.
You were the best 
Now you’re at rest.
- Love Kate x
MILLIN - In loving memory 
of my parents, mother who died 
September 27, 1980 and father 
who died May 10, 1986.
- Inserted by their son Ian, 
Creagan, Strontian.
RITCHIE - Mary Jane (Jean), 
September 29, 2014.
Time slips by but life goes on
But from our hearts you are 
never gone
We think about you always
We talk about you too
We have so many memories
But we wish we still had you.
- Loved and missed by husband 
Andrew and family.
WHYTE - Fond memories 
of our dear mother and 
grandmother Mary Whyte (née 
Shaw), who died September 24, 
2012.
- Marie and Caitlin.
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Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1050
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F Beaton
QE Cottages
Furnace

I Campbell
Pulpit Hill
Oban

MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAIN RODGER

MMA
Oban MMA started its Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu beginners class on Monday 
and  it proved very popular with a 
busy enthusiastic class.
The beginners class will be held 
every Monday at 7.30pm until 
Christmas, and the club is off ering 
FREE TRAINING for Ladies until Jan 
1 2016.
Last Tuesday, the club hosted a two 
hour seminar with Darren Clark, a 
purple belt and coach of underdog 
combat centre Fife. This seminar 
covered Kimura’s from various 
positions and will help everyone in 
competition.
The Kimura is named after Masa-
hiko Kimura, who used the move to 
defeat Helio Gracie who was one of 
the founders of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, a 
Kimura is an double joint arm lock, 
used in many mixed martial arts. 
This technique applies painful pres-
sure on the opponent’s shoulder 
and is diffi  cult to escape. If your op-
ponent refuses to submit, he or she 
could suff er from a broken arm, torn 
rotator cuff , or dislocated shoulder. 
Learning to perform a Kimura takes 
time and practice. Kimura can be 
done from multiple positions, but is 
most often performed on fi ghters 
trapped in a full guard.
For info contact: coogiepots@
gmail.com

Shukokai Karate
Argyll Martial Arts are holding their 
Autumn grading on Sunday 8th 
November in Dalmally Community 
centre. All students training regu-
larly with the club may apply for 
grading  as long as they meet the 
required criteria.  The club will also 
be holding a series of short training 
sessions prior to the grading under 
diff erent instructors. Classes are at 
the usual times. Thursdays in Oban 

High School at 6.30 to 7.30pm and 
in the Nicol Hall Inveraray on Fridays 
from 7.00 to 9.00pm
For info contact: kenni.gray@btint-
ernet.com

Kickboxing
Senshi Do Kickboxing classes are 
continuing as normal, with Juniors 
at 6.30pm on Wednesdays and 
seniors at 7.30pm. Sharon’s ladies 
only class is on Sundays at 2pm.
The club has a grading test planned 
for Sunday 27th September, this is 
for lower grades (up to those going 
for 4th kyu) with the higher grades 
testing in December.
Juniors members are in training for 
a tournament in Lochgilphead on 
1st November.
For info contact: shihanwill@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
Caledonia Kyokushin has organised 
a tournament on 1st November to 
be held at the Mid Argyll Sports 
Centre, Lochgilphead. This is 
primarily for children but with 
the addition of an adult kata (set 
patterns) section. 
The clubs adult fi ghters, Amy and 
Mark, are still in full training for the 
British Open on October 17th at 
the K2 Arena in Crawley. A group 
of around fi fteen fi ghters and sup-
porters from the club will be fl ying 
down to the event on the 16th, the 
fi ghters will weigh-in the evening 
before to be ready for a prompt 
start on the Saturday morning. This 
is the most prestigious event held 
in the UK with top fi ghters from 
all over the world attending. The 
tournament is a televised event 
with diff erent sections from the day 
being shown throughout the year. 
Television channel details will be 
posted in a future column.
For info contact: iain@ikku.co.uk

CONNEL quad biker, Lorne Sin-
clair, was riding high on Saturday, 
becoming the British under-16 
quad racing champion, just a week 
after he took the Scottish title.

The season ended with a trip to 
Culham, near Oxford, to compete 
in the penultimate round of the 
British Quad Championship. 

Nerves were high, as although 
the 15-year-old had a slight lead, 
the championship could have still 
gone to either Sinclair or his rivals 
Ayrton Knowles and Jack Norris.

Race one started in the usual, 
tight fashion between the three 
under-16 racers, with Sinclair 
lying in second place, until a slip 
up from Knowles gave Sinclair a 
chance which he grabbed.

Leading from mid-race to the 
finish of race one to stretch his 
overall points lead slightly, math-
ematically, all Sinclair had to do 
was to place anywhere in the top 
five in the second race, to secure 
the championship.

Passing the lead rider mid-race 
to pull away, again showing that 

all the practice and hard work 
at home pays off, the youngster 
pulled away to secure the title and 
bring it home to Argyll. 

In the last race, already the 
champion, Sinclair wasn’t happy 
just to run round the track.

He was leading from the start 
and pulled away to win by 40 sec-
onds, rounding up the race, and 
season, in style. 

Lorne said: ‘It’s been a long hard 
season, but to finish it as British 
Champion after picking up the 
Scottish championship title last 
week has made all the travelling 
and training worth it.’

Lorne’s dad, Shaun, added: ‘This 
is a prestige sport in England, 
and to go and beat these boys and 
some European riders is, and has 
been, amazing for all involved this 
season.’  

While still only 15, and racing 
on 250cc models, Lorne will be 
moving into the adult races next 
season on bigger, 450cc models, as 
he sets his sights on his future in 
the sport.

Lorne Sinclair, the British and Scottish under-16 quad racing champion

Lorne becomes British 
under-16 champion

THE VIKINGS were invaded on Sunday at the Taynuilt mini-rugby 
tournament, but it didn’t faze them.

Etive Vikings, from Taynuilt, defended their home turf by winning 
both the primary 4/5 and primary 6/7 age groups at the tournament. 

Teams from Mull, Oban, Lochaber and Mid Argyll took part in the 
eight-a-side games.

Allan Wright, Argyll and Bute’s rugby development officer, said: 
‘This was the second tournament in the space of a week, as we had a 
tournament on Mull last weekend. It was a great day with some really 
promising performances by young players.

‘What I found really encouraging was, in the space of a week, we 
had a huge uptake in numbers - almost double what we had the week 
before on Mull.

‘Well done to all the teams, and obviously to Etive Vikings from 
Taynuilt, for winning both age-groups.’

The next mini-rugby event will be on October 17 when Lochaber are 
hosts, with teams from different parts of the Highlands making the 
journey to Banavie Park for the tournament. 

Vikings defend 
home turf in     
tournament

TIREE’S Will Wright made the trip to Wales 
at the weekend, for Saturday’s Brutal 
Extreme Triathlon around Snowdonia.
 Will, who is one of the organisers of the 
Tiree Ultramarathon, completed the 
course in 12 hours 39 minutes, fi nishing 
second.
 The islander, who runs outdoor activity 
fi rm, Tiree Fitness, said: ‘It is one of the 
UK’s toughest endurance events - a 3.8km 
swim in the icy waters of Llyn Padarn, a 

185km mountainous bike course, and a 
42km run, part of which is up and down 
Snowdon.
 ‘I was really pleased to get that result. 
After a summer without much racing, it’s 
a great end to the season, and that run 
up and down Snowdon was a brutal, yet 
brilliant fi nish to the day. It was certainly 
something diff erent coming from the fl at 
lands of Tiree and conquering the moun-
tains of Wales.’

Where there’s a Will there’s a way

Calum MacDonald of Taynuilt goes on a surging run against Mull

The Mull defender tries to stop the Taynuilt attack by Calum MacDonald

Taynuilt’s Louie MacFarlane heads for the try-line Mull and Taynuilt get stuck in during one of the eight-a-side games
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Fixtures 
Saturday 26th September
Bullough Cup Final
Tayforth v Kyles Athletic
Ewan MacDonald
(14.00 throw up at Yoker) 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Fort William 
Evan MacRae
Lochaber v Inveraray
Deek Cameron
Oban Camanachd v Lovat 
David Mitchell
Newtonmore v Kingussie
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Ballachulish v Kilmallie
Ron Kennedy
Skye v Beauly
John Angus Gillies

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Fort William v Strathglass
John MacGregor
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour v Inveraray
Robert Baxter
Bute v Oban Celtic
Willie MacDonald
Kilmory v Glenorchy
Duncan Kelly 
Taynuilt v Strachur
Scot McNeil

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Aberdeen University v Boleskine
Martin MacLean
Caberfeidh v Glengarry
Calum Girvan
Kilmallie v Inverness
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute v Oban Lorn
Jim Innes
(All throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Youth Fixtures
Saturday 26th September

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 1
Fort William v Skye
Kingussie v Beauly

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 2
Caberfeidh v Inverness
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 3
Newtonmore v Lochaber
Strathglass v Lovat

Results 
19th Sep 2015

SSE Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final
Lovat 2 - 1 Kyles Athletic 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 5 - 2 Inveraray
Taynuilt 2 - 3 Glenorchy
 
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lewis 0 - 7 Aberdeen University 

Youth Results
Saturday 19th September

Ken MacMaster 
Under 14 Cup Final
Fort William 3 - 2 Skye

SSE Scottish Hydro Develop-
ment Cup Final (Under 14 - 9 
a side)
Glasgow Kelvin 4 - 1 Aberdour

Tuesday 15th September

Marine Harvest National 
Under 17 League – 
London Shield
Section B
Ballachulish P - P Newtonmore 
Due to Bereavement

Friday 18th September

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 2
Glenurquhart 8 - 0 Caberfeidh
Inverness 1 - 1 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 3
Lochaber 3 - 0 Lovat
Newtonmore v Strathglass

Camanachd Cup Final

Lovat end 62 year drought to lift cup
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

IT HAD all the makings of a 
classic - an epic north versus south 
battle for the ultimate prize in 
shinty.

Kyles Athletic, from Tighna-
bruich, went into the game 21-
time winners and were appearing 
in their third Scottish Hydro Ca-
manachd Cup final in four years.

In stark contrast, Kiltarlity side, 
Lovat, were playing in only their 
third ever final in the competition.

Indeed, the last time Lovat 
played in the final, when they won 
in 1953, Queen Elizabeth II had 

just become the monarch, and 
Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 
Norgay became the first men to 
reach the summit of the world’s 
highest mountain. 

On Saturday, at Mossfield 
stadium in Oban, Lovat took the 
crown and scaled their Everest, 
becoming Camanachd Cup cham-
pions for the second time, ending 
62 years of anguish. 

By the admission of his manag-
er, John MacRitchie, teammates 
and opposition players, Lovat 
goalkeeper, Stuart MacDonald, 
had the match of his life, throwing 
his stick and any part of his body 
necessary in front of the ball to 

keep Kyles at bay, including two 
outstanding acrobatic stops with 
his stick from high shots in the 
first half, as Kyles dominated. 

Weathering the storm, Kevin 
Bartlett put Lovat in front in 
the first minute of added time in 
the first half, with what was the 
northern side’s only shot on target 
the whole half, punishing a sloppy 
mistake by the Kyles defence. 

After the break, Kyles wasted no 
time in getting back into the game, 
scoring four minutes into the half 
when Robbie MacLeod managed 
to get the ball past MacDonald to 
make it 1-1 with a powerful shot 
into the top right-hand corner of 

the net. Lovat responded again 
with a perfect sucker-punch 
though, as Bartlett pounced again 
after another Kyles error, crashing 
his drive home from 20 yards. 

Despite the onslaught, and with 
MacRitchie’s blood pressure 
rising with every Kyles attack, 
MacDonald and his defence 
fought to keep their lead.

As the final whistle blew, the 
team were engulfed by ecstatic 
fans who rushed onto the pitch, 
some in floods of tears.

Discussing keeper MacDonald’s 
performance,  which earned him 
the Albert Smith medal for man-
of-the-match, MacRitchie said: 

‘I don’t know if there’s any other 
keeper in the game just now who 
could have done what Stuart did 
for us today. 

‘Without him, we wouldn’t have 
won the cup. He does it week-in-
week-out and certainly produced 
it today for the big occasion.

‘We couldn’t have asked for a 
better day.

‘The build-up was incredible. We 
had a few boys that were patched 
up with injuries, but the occasion 
got them through it.’

MacRitchie was happy to admit 
his side had been the underdogs, 
and paid tribute to Kyles’ conduct 
throughout the day. 

‘All the stats were in their 
favour, except one - goals scored. 
But despite being extremely 
disappointed, Kyles were very 
pleased for us; in some ways 
it was like they’d won the cup. 
  ‘I was so impressed with their 
class, they are a fantastic team on 
and off the pitch. 

‘I’d say they are the best team in 
Scotland just now and an absolute 
credit to the sport of shinty.’

We have scenes from Mossfield 
and a short interview with Lovat 
manager, John MacRitchie, on 
our website. 

THE CAMANACHD Cup 
final might have attracted 
the crowds to Mossfield on 
Saturday, but on Sunday, it was 
shinty’s young players’ time to 
shine.

Now in its third year, the 
Ian Macmillan Memorial 
trophy featured 15 teams from 
schools across Argyll battling 
it out for the trophy, in six-a-
side matches.

Ian, who was also known by 
his nickname of ‘Parrot’ was 
a popular figure in the shinty 
world, having played for and 
managed teams including 
Oban Lorne, Oban Cama-
nachd and Oban Celtic. 

In the senior section, which 
is primary-seven-and-under, 
Rockfield were the overall 
winners, while Taynuilt won 
the other primary-five-and-un-

der age group. Ian’s nephew, 
Diarmid Macmillan, said: ‘It 
was a fantastic turnout for 
the tournament today and it 
stayed dry. 

‘Well done to all the teams 
who took part, there was some 
fantastic shinty played. 

‘Congratulations to the win-
ners of the senior competition,  
Rockfield, and the junior 
winners, Taynuilt.’

Individual winners included 
Islay Dunlop for winning best 
girl of the tournament and 
Duncan Mcewan who won the 
‘most endeavour’ quaich.

Ross Higgins of Rockfield 
was overall player of the tour-
nament.

The organisers wish to thank 
everyone who helped includ-
ing volunteers, parents, and 
coaches. 

Taynuilt’s winning side in the younger age group 7_t39tnuilt01

Rockfi eld’s side who won the senior section 7_t39rockshinty02

Young players’ 
time to shine

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Lovat’s Ryan Ferguson ended up with his head bandaged by the 
fi nal whistle, and later needed six stitches. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Kevin Bartlett scores the second and decisive goal for Lovat. 
Photograph: Neil Paterson

David Zavaroni and Robbie MacLeod celebrate Kyles’s goal. 
Photograph: Stephen Lawson

Lovat keeper Stuart Macdonald’s heroics won him the Albert Smith 
medal for man of the match. Photograph: Neil Paterson 

Both managers described Mossfi eld as the perfect setting for the fi nal, and the venue certainly brought in the fans, with more than 3,000 
people watching the game from the Oban ground. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 24, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.47 3.0 08.30 1.6 15.13 3.5 21.00 1.4
Fri 03.36 3.3 09.31 1.2 15.56 3.8 21.57 1.1
Sat 04.16 3.6 10.20 0.8 16.35 4.1 22.45 0.7
Sun 04.51 3.9 11.04 0.5 17.14 4.3 23.28 3.2
Mon 05.27 4.0 11.48 0.3 17.52 4.4 **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.3 06.03 4.1 12.31 0.2  18.30 4.4
Wed 00.51 0.3 06.41 4.1 13.14 0.3 19.09 4.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10
9

low

Thursday Heavy showers with sunny spells.
 Light south westerly winds.
 Temperatures 14°C  to 9°C 

Friday Light cloud
 Light westerly winds
 Temperatures 15°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light cloud
Outlook Light southerly winds
 Temperatures 16°C to 10ºC.

Golf Scottish AFL results

15
high

Charity Day
THE rather dreich conditions did 
not dampen the spirits of the 43 la-
dies from across the country who 
took part in Dalmally golf club’s 
annual charity invitation day, nor 
did it greatly affect scoring. 

Coming out on top with 38 sta-
bleford points and adding to her 
recent mixed open triumph was 
Wilma Frew of Glencruitten, 
who pipped Moyra Withycombe  
of Prestwick St Nicholas by a 
single point. 

The other placings were: 3 
Karen Haggerty (Dumbarton) 

36pts, 4 Gina Coleman (Dum-
barton) 36pts and 5 Lorna 
McClymont (Milngavie 35 pts. 

It was a good day all round for 
Dumbarton golfers with Mar-
garet Nicholson scooping the 
silver nearest-the-pin prize and 
Josephine Monaghan scoring 
the best outward nine holes. 

Top home player was Alison 
Livingston on 33pts, who also 
scored the best inward nine, 
with fellow Dalmally lady, June 
Sutherland, taking both the 
bronze nearest-the-pin and the 
magic two prize for her birdie at 
the seventh hole.

Robert returns to US
SCOTTISH amateur golf 
champion, Robert MacIntyre, 
from Oban, is now back at 
college in America, and is the 
number-one rated player in the 
Intercollegiate rankings. 

Robert, the first ever 
left-handed player to win the 
Scottish amateur title, took 
part in the Sam Hall Intercol-
legiate as part of the McNeese 
Cowboys golf team last week. 

The team won the Mississipi 
event by 15 strokes, setting a 
school record, three-round 

score of 829, which is an im-
pressive 23 under-par. 

Robert was placed first on 
the individual leaderboard at 
the Sam Hall tournament with 
a school record, three-round 
score of 199, finishing 14 
under-par, shooting rounds of 
66, 68 and 65 to win the title by 
three shots. 

The Cowboys golf team has 
found itself ranked second 
in the USA Intercollegiate 
rankings in the first ranking of 
the season. Robert is ranked 
number one in the individual 
rankings with a 66.41 rating.

Rugby

OBAN Lorne progressed to the semi-final of the BT West 
Shield after a hard-fought win over a physical Paisley side at 
Glencruitten on Saturday.

The Green Machine were in confident spirits prior to the 
game despite missing several players due to work commit-
ments and a long injury list. Notable absences for the game 
were captain Cammy Smith along with twin brother, Struan, 
while second row pairing, Jack Baxter and Lorne MacLachlan, 
missed out with injuries. 

Paisley made a confident start to the game and pegged Oban 
back in their own half with some clever kicking from stand-off, 
Martin McKellar. The visitors were also making their mark 
on the breakdown early on with their big, physical back row 
players forcing some well-worked penalties at the ruck. Paisley 
led 3-0 after 10 minutes with a well-taken penalty.

Oban grew into the game, but were undone by failing to 
secure possession at the lineout. The home side’s play was also 
dampened with a bad knee injury to back row, Jamie Bate, who 
looks set to miss the following few months of the season.

The Green Machine improved in the second quarter of the 
match and were rewarded with two penalty kicks from standoff 
Finlay Carmichael, to lead 6-3.

Lorne pressed for a try shortly before halftime. 
A break from captain for the day, Craig Wright, allowed pow-

erful second row, Airidas Savickas, a free run for the tryline. 
The Oban player was taken down short by Paisley before Oban 
had several phases of play on the tryline. 

Frustratingly for Oban, the first half ended with the ball be-
ing held up over the line and the referee blowing the half-time 
whistle.

Oban scored the first try of the day shortly into the second 
half. Craig Wright pounced upon a mistake in the Paisley 
backline to hack the ball through, over the line and touch 
down underneath the posts. 

A Carmichael penalty increased the score to 13-3.
The home side took confidence from this and were now 

attacking with more purpose. Substitute Calum MacLachlan 
was impressing with some good runs from his own half, while 
the Oban scrum was improving. 

Finlay Carmichael was denied Oban’s second try of the 
game as the stand off was tackled into touch just short of the 
tryline after a great break from Oban scrum half, Graham 
MacEachan.

Just as Oban were looking for the score to put the result 
beyond doubt, Paisley hit back with a great try from within 
their own half, albeit with some poor defending from Oban. 

With the score now at 20-10, Carmichael settled the home 
side’s nerves with another penalty to give a 23-10 scoreline 
with just over 10 minutes to play. Paisley pressed for a late try, 
but could not break down a stern home defence.

Oban managed to hold on for a hard fought 23-10 win against 
a well-organised and physical opposition. Paisley will have a 
very successful season in Division 2 going by this game.

The victory means that Oban Lorne progress to the BT West 
Shield semi-final where they have a long trip to Annan RFC 
on October 17. Annan defeated Kilmarnock 46-13 to reach the 
semi-final.

Oban Lorne are back to league action this Saturday with 
a difficult trip to New Anniesland in Glasgow to take on 
Glasgow Accies. Both sides recorded bonus point wins in the 
opening round of the league season. Kick off is at 3pm.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, Argyll and Bute RFC take on 
neighbours, Isle of Mull RFC, at Garmony, with a kick-off of 
1pm.

Cameron claims 
Cameron Trophy 
AT GLENCRUITTEN golf 
club on Sunday, Cameron Milne 
won the Cameron Trophy with 
rounds of 65 and 62 for an over-
all score of 127. 

RUNNERS UP
Kenny MacCallum and Ian 

McCuish were runners up with 
scores of 65 and 64, an accumu-
lative 129.

The Dennis Cathro pairs 
competition will to be played 
this Saturday.

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division: 
Alba Thistle AFC 1
Campbeltown Pupils 4

St. Joseph’s FP 2
Finnart AFC 1. 

Premier Division One: 
Drumchapel Amateurs Colts 1
Motherwell Thistle AFC 0

Easthall Star AFC 3
Jamestown AFC 3

Kilbowie Union AFC 2
Kings Park Rangers AFC 0

Lochgilphead Red Star 3
Ferguslie Star AFC 3

Premier Division Two 
Duncanrig FP 3
Shawlands FP (B) 4

Hillington AFC 2
Rosehill Star 2

Port Glasgow Old Boys Union AF 1
Millbeg Villa AFC 3

Strathaven Dynamo 3
Tarbert AFC 2 

Division One
FC Argyle AFC 2
Paisley AFC 2

Milton of Colquhoun AFC 2
East Kilbride YMCA AFC 2

Port Glasgow AFC 4
Carlton YMCA AFC 0
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LOCHABER EDITION

TWO LIBRARIES in Fort 
William could be named after 
the late Charles Kennedy. 

Caol community council 
has suggested the facility, to 
be housed in the new village 
community centre, be called 
the Charles Kennedy Memo-
rial Library, in honour of the 
long-serving MP who was born 
and raised in neighbouring 
Lochyside.

Lochaber high school also 
has plans to name its library, 
which opened last year as part 
of building renovations, after 
the former Liberal Democrat 
leader who was a pupil at the 
school. The community coun-
cil made the suggestion at a 
meeting earlier this month to 
name the library in honour of 
Charles, who died in June aged 

AMENDED plans for new Highland 
council offices in Fort William have 
‘completely ignored’ concerns raised by 
the town’s community council.

Neil Clark, chairman of the Fort 
William public group, said the updated 
proposals for the old Fort William high 
school presented during consultation 
last week haven’t accounted for any 
complaints the community council 
originally made. 

He said: ‘We were very disappointed 
when the plans were presented to us 
because it looks like we have been com-
pletely ignored. The school is a listed 
building which just isn’t suitable for 

the extension the council has planned. 
The extension looks like an agricultural 
metal shed and it’s far too imposing on 
the nearby hotel. 

‘The council has land just 50 yards 
from this site [the former Fort William 
primary school] which could be used 
much more appropriately. I think this 
has all been cost-driven and the building 
will be falling apart in 40 years. The 
public consultation has been a sham.’

The former Fort William high school, 
at the south entrance to the town, has 
been empty for more than 25 years. 

A Highland council spokeswoman said 
the building design has been altered to 

accommodate public opinion. She add-
ed: ‘The ethos of the development is to 
create modern flexible office accommo-
dation which supports service delivery 
for our staff and customers. 

‘The project team has endeavoured to 
provide the most appropriate solution, 
which will result in the re-use of the 
old derelict building and have a positive 
contribution to Fort William’s image.

‘The recent public exhibition in the 
West End Hotel brought some very 
positive comments from the public with 
the vast majority being very supportive 
of the council’s proposals to bring the 
old historic building back into use.’

A LOCHABER school has 
become the first in the UK 
to introduce Quidditch - a 
magical sport made famous by 
the Harry Potter series. 

A ‘muggle’ (non-magic) 
version of the game has 
proved popular in America 
and Kinlochleven high school 
has become the first school 
in Britain to register its club 
‘Kinlochleven Midges’. 

It is only the second team in 
Scotland, following on from 
St Andrews university, and 
players are calling on other 
schools to sign up so they can 
play against each other. 

Technical teacher and coach, 
manager and founder of 
Kinlochleven Midges Graeme 
Martin said: ‘Our plan is to go 
to the primary schools in our 

catchment area with members 
of the Quidditch team and 
train the potential future 
players. The plan is to also 
make our school more active 
and since 43 people, one third 
of the school, have signed up, 
this is looking to be a success. 
We named the team because 
midges are unstoppable, as 
well as persistent!’ 

Headteacher Rebecca 
Machin, a big Harry Potter 
fan, said: ‘It’s a marvellous 
idea and shows the wonderful 
imagination of our pupils and 
staff. It’s also going to make 
the primary sevens’ transition 
to high school more enjoyable 
because of the training they 
will get from members of 
the Quidditch team, making 
friends in an interesting way.’

HOMES near Plockton had to 
be evacuated on Tuesday after 
a tanker carrying propane gas 
veered off  the road. 

The accident happened on 
the unclassifi ed road at 8.40am. 
A police spokesman confi rmed 
a 100-metre area had been 
cordoned off  until the area was 
made safe. No-one was injured. 

TWO EVENTS will be held next 
month to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Lochaber 
Rural Education Centre at An 
Clachan.  

A family fun day will be held at 
the complex in Torlundy on Oc-
tober 24 with activities includ-
ing a treasure hunt, wet welly 
walk, crafts and a barbecue.  
The following Friday (October 
30) a fundraising dinner dance 
with an auction and raffl  e will 
take place at Caol Community 
Centre. The Andrew MacDon-
ald Ceilidh Band will perform 
and BBC Alba presenter Donald 
MacSween providing the after- 
dinner speech. 

LOCHABER has made it to the 
fi nal of the Highlands and 
Islands Tourism Awards four 
times this year. 

The UCI Mountain Bike 
World Cup in Fort William 
has been shortlisted for best 
sporting event, fundraising 
eff ort, Commando Spirit, has 
made it to the top three in 
the cultural event or festival 
category, Ardnamurchan’s 
Rockpool House is among 
the most hospitable B&B or 
guesthouse fi nalists and Ar-
dgour Estate is vying for best 
holiday accommodation. 

Winners will be announced 
in Inverness on November 
13.

TREE felling causing 
almost four years of traffi  c 
management on Loch-
aber’s trunk road is to end 
next month.

The project at Glen Righ, 
near Corran, has been 
ongoing since 2011, with 
traffi  c management in 
place along the A82. But 
work on the fi nal section 
began on Monday and is 
expected to be fi nished in 
four weeks. 

Alex Macleod, opera-
tions manager for Forest 
Enterprise Scotland, said: 
‘We will try to minimise 
disruption as much as we 
can, but traffi  c manage-
ment will be in place. 

‘We once again thank 
road users and local 
communities for their un-
derstanding and support.’ 

TIMESLINE
Centre celebrates 
tenth anniversary  

Lochaber quartet 
in tourism fi nals

Tanker crash sees 
homes evacuated 

 HONOUR: libraries in Caol 
community centre and 

Lochaber high school are 
to be named in honour of 

Charles Kennedy

MAGIC: Kinlochleven Midges, the fi rst high school Quidditch team in the UK

school Quidditch
Four years’ tree 
felling to end  

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

55. The idea has been passed to 
Highland council for approval. 

The community centre, to 
be built next year, will be part 
of a hub including the new 
St Columba’s RC school, to 
replace the current Lochyside 
RC which was built on croft 
land gifted by Charles’ grand-
father more than 50 years 
ago. Charles was one of the 
first pupils at the school and 
attended the 50th anniversary 
in September last year.

John Gillespie, chairman of 
the community council, said: 
‘Most people we asked said 
they wanted to keep the name 
as Caol community centre, but 
a couple of people suggested 
the Kennedy Building, so we 
decided we would keep the 
community centre name as it is 
but name the library inside the 
Charles Kennedy Memorial 
Library. 

‘We thought a library would 
be fitting for Charles and it’s a 
nice way to continue his legacy. 

‘It will need to be checked to 
make sure his family are okay 
about it but I think it’s a good 
way to commemorate him, es-
pecially as he came from Caol.’

Jim Sutherland, headteacher 
of Lochaber high school, said 
the parent teacher association 
made the decision to name 
the school library in honour of 
their ‘most famous pupil’.

He said: ‘Charles was a 
particular supporter of the 
school and our most famous 
former pupil, so we thought it 
would be nice to name it after 
him. Naming the library after 
Charles is a good way to keep 
his memory alive and we would 
like to have something at the 
entrance giving some informa-
tion about his life. We haven’t 
decided on an exact name yet 

but it will be something in his 
honour and we will take steps 
to contact the family for their 
approval. I wasn’t aware the 
community council had sug-
gested a similar idea for Caol, 
but I don’t see any reason why 
they can’t both be named after 
Charles.’ 

This comes after discussions 
into the possibility of erecting 
a statue of Charles in Fort 
William town centre, which 
has had mixed reviews.

Conn O’Neill, who worked 
for Charles in Fort William 
for a year until May’s general 
election, welcomed the plans. 

He said: ‘Naming these new 
libraries in Charles’ memory 
strikes me as a lovely gesture 
especially considering the 
historic links of the Kennedy 
family to Lochyside primary 
school that will be relocating 
to the same site. Charles was 

an esteemed alumnus of Loch-
aber high so it would be nice to 
see him remembered there.’

And Conn feels a library 
would be a more fitting tribute 
than a statue, saying Charles 
previously joked he didn’t want 
to be known as “Kim-Jong 
Kennedy”. 

‘People will remember when 
we opened our new office on 
the High Street that for a short 
while the window was decorat-
ed with a larger than life photo 
of Charles. To say he didn’t 
agree with my design would be 
an understatement. “Conn, I 
don’t want to be known as Kim 
Jong-Kennedy” was one of his 
quick-witted responses. 

‘Charles was a modest and 
humble man who didn’t seek 
to impose and so erecting 
statues doesn’t strike me as the 
way to remember him in the 
Highlands.’

 CONSTITUENT SURGERY
 

IAN BLACKFORD MP FOR ROSS, SKYE 
AND LOCHABER WILL BE HOLDING 

THE FOLLOWING SURGERIES:

Thursday 1st October 2015
3pm–3.30pm Portree 

Highland Council Service Point
Tigh–na–Sgire Park Lane

Portree

Friday 2nd October 2015
11 AM – 11.30am – Fort William 
Highland Council Service Point

High Street Fort William

2pm–2.30pm Dingwall

Dingwall

TO ALLOW CONSTITUENTS TO DISCUSS 
MATTERS THEY WISH TO RAISE

Ian Blackford MP, 

Slipway Autos Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

Specialist in VW / SEAT & Skoda
Stock List

VW Golf SE DSG
10 – 5 dr h/back – 42,100 miles ...............................£8,850
VW Polo Sel 1.4 Petrol
10 - 5dr h/back - 21,393 miles ..................................£7,895
Honda Jazz Hybrid
10 – 5 dr h/back - 8000 miles ...................................£8,850
Citroen DS3 D Style + E HDI
12 – 3 dr h/back - 18,532 miles ..............................£10,250
Seat Ibiza FR 1.2 Petrol
13  – 5 dr h/back – 13,994 miles ..............................£9,250
VX Agila 1.2 Petrol
09  – 5 dr h/back – 23,063 miles ..............................£3,995
Skoda Superb SE 2.0 TDI 
12  – Estate – 21,000 miles .......................................SOLD
Renault Laguna 2.0 DCI
09  – Estate – 52,000 miles ......................................£4,950
Vw Golf SE 1.6TDI
62  – Estate – 9,040 miles ......................................£13,550
VW Golf Twist 1.4
11  – 5 dr h/back – 38,870 miles ...............................£7,995
VW Take Up 
12  – 3 dr h/back – 4,000 miles ................................£5,875

All above vehicles come with warranty for 1 year
New vehicles arriving soon

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
All garage services - MOT Testing (classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing & Repairs 

and body work repairs

match report and photos

Camanachd 

cup finala hotel break 
on Skye

WIN!
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LOCHABER high school 
pupils have been encouraged to 
look after money and valuables 
following a spate of thefts. 

Many parents have taken to 
social media to voice concerns 
about money, clothes and other 
items being stolen from the 
school, but police and head- 
teacher, Jim Sutherland, say 
only two incidents have been 
reported since pupils returned 
after the summer. 

Last week, the Oban Times 

ALL LOCHABER high 
school sixth years have 
received a Saltire Challenge 
Award for supporting the 
transition of new pupils from 
primary to secondary school. 

The school works with 
Voluntary Action Lochaber to 
recognise volunteering efforts 
of pupils through the award. 

Support for learning 
teacher, Lynn MacAllister, 
explained: ‘The buddying sup-
port provided by our S6 pupils 
to primary seven children 
from all of our associated 
primary schools has been 
instrumental in assisting the 
smooth transition into a busy 
high school environment.  A 
number of our new S1 pupils 
have additional support needs 
and S6 pupils have made them 
feel welcome and supported 
during their first experience 
of high school.’

THE FIRST dedicated student 
accommodation in Fort William will 
be ready by September next year. 

Work was due to start this week 
on the 40-bed centre at An Aird for 
students of West Highland College 
UHI.  

Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief 

executive of West Highland College 
UHI, welcomed the project: ‘The 
building of a dedicated student 
residence in Fort William under-
lines our continued determination 
to make Fort William a university 
town of the Highlands and Islands, 
providing local opportunities with 

national and international reach. 
The majority of students are located 
in our Fort William campus, so hav-
ing student residences is an integral 
part of our ability to attract talented 
learners into the area.’ 

John Hutchison, chairman of the 
college’s board of management, add-

ed: ‘The significant financial contri-
bution which this project will bring 
to Fort William through construc-
tion, ongoing building management, 
the increased number of students 
it will attract and the greater skills 
levels within our workforce can only 
be good.’

THE ‘BENEFIT of the doubt’ 
was given to a young Fort 
William businessman when he 
was found not guilty of drink 
driving. 

Cameron MacInnes, of Cas-
tle Drive, Lochyside, lodged a 
special defence of an alibi at 
his trial last Wednesday (Sep-
tember 16). 

He was accused of driving 
his friend’s car with 91 mi-
crogrammes of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath on the 

evening of Saturday, June 21 
last year, but the 21-year-old 
denied being in the car. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
heard from two police witness-
es who said they saw Mr Mac-
Innes in his home earlier the 
same evening, where the red 
Seat Ibiza he was accused of 
driving was parked, when they 
were following up a separate 
enquiry. 

Later, during a routine patrol, 
both said they saw the accused 

driving the car, and seconds 
later saw the abandoned car on 
North Road and two men run-
ning in the opposite direction 
across the British Aluminium 
club field. He was then 
detained and given a breath 
alcohol test which showed he 
had been drinking.

When Mr MacInnes took to 
the stand, he said he hadn’t 
been driving the car or run-
ning and had walked from his 
home to the BA club to meet 

his friend where he was met by 
police. 

Sheriff Davidson found the 
self-employed business owner 
not guilty as he said one of 
the police giving evidence had 
been ‘evasive’. 

He said: ‘If both witnesses 
had been strong, you would 
have been found guilty, but for 
reasons I don’t understand one 
of the officers was evasive. You 
get the benefit of the doubt and 
I find you not guilty.’ 

A BIKE stolen from Morrison’s 
supermarket, Fort William, has 
been returned to its owner. 

Police recovered the bicycle 
after it was taken from outside 
the shop on September 9, but 
enquiries continue to identify 
two suspects. 

A spokesman said: ‘Two males 
were seen on Fort William High 
Street riding in tandem and 
causing a general nuisance on 
the stolen bicycle between 
11.05pm and 11.10pm on 9 
September.  

‘If you were in the area at the 
time or saw anything in regards 
to this, and are able to identify 
these men please call Fort 
William police.’

POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
about the following crimes in 
the area. 

At around 11pm on Monday, 
September 14, an uninvited 
male was found in a house 
in Glencoe, near the visitor 
centre. After the man left, it 
was discovered a wallet was 
missing. Police are keen to 
speak to a man described as 
around 60 years old, five feet 
nine inches tall, medium build 
with grey hair and facial hair. 
He was wearing a hat, dark 
fleece jumper, dark trousers 
and glasses. 

On Sunday, September 19, at 
8.30pm, the back window of 
an unoccupied house at Tigh 
Phuirt, Glencoe, was broken 
in an apparent attempt to gain 
entry. 

A black and blue mountain 
bike was stolen from the 
garden of a house in Caol.

Some time between 
Monday, September 7, and 
Wednesday, September 16, 
a spare wheel and mountain 
bracket were stolen from a 
kayak trailer parked near 
the Isles of Glencoe Hotel in 
Ballachulish. 

Numerous items are handed 
into Fort William police 
station every week, including 
phones, wallets and cameras. 
Police remind the public if 
they have lost anything it is 
worth checking if it has been 
handed in. 

Police have asked anyone 
with information about these 
incidents to contact them 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 
or online at www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org. They also remind 
the public to secure property, 
vehicles and outbuildings as 
nights begin to draw in. 

TIMESLINE

GOOD causes in the West 
Highlands are set to bag 
funding boosts worth up to 
£2,500 as the Co-op gives 
away money raised from 
plastic bag charges. 

Community groups can ap-
ply to the retailer’s local fund 
for a grant of between £200 
and £2,500. The money has 
come from the sale of carrier 
bags since the 5p charge 
came into force in October 
last year. 

Shops in Lochaber, Mull, 
Tiree, Kyle, Skye and the 
Western Isles all have money 
to give away and winners will 
be picked by a public vote 
from a shortlist of organisa-
tions.

Apply online before the 
deadline of October 7 via 
www.co-oplocalfund.co.uk. 

SUPPORTIVE: Lochaber high school sixth years received a Saltire Award for helping new pupils settle in

Enquiries continue 
after bike is taken 

Good causes bag 
Co-op cash boost 

Advice to pupils following 
spate of thefts from school  

reported that an iPod, money 
and make-up had been taken 
from a bag inside the female 
changing rooms and parents 
have used Facebook to warn 
others about items which have 
allegedly been stolen. 

One parent posted an appeal 
for the return of her daughter’s 
purse which was taken while 
she was in a dance class last 
week. It was returned later but 
without money inside.  

The father of a third year 
pupil told the Oban Times 
he is worried after seeing 
the Facebook posts and his 
daughter had money taken 

from her bag twice in two days.
He said: ‘It’s not nice to know 
there’s people like that around 
your kids, especially at school.  

‘You can’t help but think it’s 
going to get worse as they get 
older because if get away with 
stealing £20 they’ll do it more 
and more until they’re stealing 
from shops.’ 

Mr Sutherland said there can 
be more than 1,000 people in 
the building every day and 
encouraged pupils to keep 
their property safe.

He said: ‘Money and valuables 
should be kept on your person 
or secure in a locker. 

‘During PE, pupils have 
the option to give anything 
valuable to a teacher for 
safekeeping.

‘Unfortunately, not everyone 
in the world is honest and, with 
so many people in the building 
at once, it can be difficult to 
track down the people behind 
thefts, although we have had 
success in the past.’

Mr Sutherland said some 
incidents have been reported 
to him but others were only 
brought to his attention by the 
Oban Times: ‘If someone has 
lost something or suspects it 
has been stolen parents should 

feel free to contact me directly. 
If something has been taken 
we should be made aware of it 
because we can’t investigate or 
retrieve it if we don’t know it 
has happened.’

Lochaber area inspector, 
Donald Campbell, confirmed 
two incidents have been 
reported to police since the 
new term started in August.

He said: ‘The school will have 
a policy about what to bring to 
school and how to keep it safe, 
but my advice would be to 
make sure any valuable items 
are either secure or on your 
person at all times.’ 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Sixth years     
rewarded 
for support

MORE than £1,500 was raised by brave adventurers 
who took on Nevis Range’s high wire course at the 
weekend. 

Hardy children took it on first before adults braved 
the course in teams of four, trying hard not to spill 
buckets of water they were carrying.

Saturday’s event was a fundraising effort in a bid 
to place a full-size Ford T replica in Fort William’s 
Cameron Square, to commemorate May 9, 1911, when 
a car was driven to the summit of Ben Nevis by Henry 
Alexander, the son of Scotland’s first Ford distributor.

The Ben Nevis Bronze Ford project team are now 
almost halfway to their required total of £85,000. 

A spokesman for the group thanked everyone who 
turned out on the day: ‘Thanks go to all the children, 
weel-kent faces, the many businesses and organisa-
tions who took part or contributed. The day was made 
possible through the generosity and foresight of Ian 
Sykes and Nevis Range who share the vision that the 
Bronze Ford  will appeal  both to locals and our many 
visitors and will become a significant part of Fort 
William’s identity.’ 

BRAVE: Michael Wallace and his team- 
mates take on a high wire carrying buckets 
of water to raise money for the Ben Nevis 

Bronze Ford project

First dedicated student ‘digs’ at college

BALLACHULISH residents have 
backed a proposed hydro-elec-
tric scheme. 

The village’s community 
company wants to install 
the scheme at the Laroch to 
generate electricity to be sold 
for profi t which would, in turn, 
benefi t the village. Although 
voter turnout was only 45 per 
cent, those who did take part 
voted in favour of the scheme 
by 93.8 per cent. The next step 
is applying to the Scottish Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
for an extraction licence before 
applying for planning permis-
sion later in the year. 

Ballachulish backs 
hydro-scheme bid 

MORE than £370,000 will be 
ploughed into the Highlands 
and Islands to help young 
people prepare for the world of 
work. 

Highland council will receive 
£323,447 and £47,458 will go 
to Comhairle nan Eilan Siar as 
part of a £5.8 million investment 
by the Scottish government to 

reduce youth unemployment.   
The money will be used 

to strengthen links between 
schools, colleges and employers  
to create pathways into work, as 
well as supporting vulnerable 
groups towards employment. 

Roseanna Cunningham, 
Scottish government cabinet 
secretary for fair work, skills 

and training, said: ‘Local 
government has a key role to 
play in preparing young women 
and men for employment and is 
already taking forward a range 
of activities to help them fulfil 
their potential. This additional 
funding will allow councils to 
offer even more support to their 
young people.’

Adventurers rise to 
high wire challenge

SPECIAL OFFERS ON PIONER BOATS 
AND YAMAHA OUTBOARDS

NEW PIONER 8 C/W NEW YAM F2.5  £1,684 I.V. 
SAVE £325!!

NEW PIONER 13 C/W NEW YAM F5/F6 £3,384/£3,484 I.V. 
SAVE £555!!

NEW PIONER 15 C/W NEW YAM F20 TILLER £5,999 I.V.
SAVE £900!!

NEW PIONER 15 C/W F20 E/START,POWER TILT £7,400 I.V.

ABOVE INC.BATTERY,CONSOLE,STEERING ETC.

NEW PIONER VIKING C/W NEW YAM F40FETL £12,400 I.V.

ABOVE INC.CONSOLE,SCREEN,RAILS,STEERING ETC.

NEW YAMAHA OUTBOARDS
F2.5 STD  £650

 F4 STD £900

 F5 STD £1000

F6 STD £1,100

F9.9 LONG, TILLER  £1,880

F20 LONG,TILLER £2,500

F20 LONG,E/START&POWER TILT £3,050

ALL ABOVE INC.VAT AND 5 YEAR WARRANTY

DELIVERY ARRANGED ANYWHERE

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com



Thursday 24 September, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

Bheil sibh airson Gàidhlig ionnsa-
chadh? Thig gu LearnGaelic.scot!

Chuir Gary Lewis, neach-ionnsachaidh 
Gàidhlig agus rionnag Outlander, air 
bhog dreach ùr air làrach luchd-ionn-
sachaidh Gàidhlig, LearnGaelic.scot. 
Còmhla ris bha Àdhamh Ó Bròin agus 
Gillebrìde Mac ’IlleMhaoil.

’S e LearnGaelic.scot an làrach-lìn 
tarraingeach agus eadar-ghnìomhach 
a tha mar a’ chiad àite airson duine 
sam bith le ùidh ann a bhith ag ionnsa-
chadh na Gàidhlig, le cudrom às ùr air 
luchd-ionnsachaidh a tha nan inbhich. 

Gus tuilleadh fhaighinn a-mach agus 
gus tòiseachadh ag ionnsachadh na 
Gàidhlig tadhail air learngaelic.scot

Gaelic learner and star of Outlander, 
Gary Lewis launched the new-look 
Gaelic learners’ website LearnGaelic.
scot with Àdhamh Ó Bròin and Gilbert 
MacMillan. 

 LearnGaelic.scot is the popular inter-
active website that provides a first stop 
for anyone interested in learning Gaelic 
with a new emphasis on adult learners. 

To find out more and begin learning 
Gaelic, visit learngaelic.scot

Thèid prògraman bho Mòd 
2015 anns an Òban air feadh an 
t-saoghail le BBC ALBA agus 
BBC Radio nan Gàidheal a’ 
craoladh air telebhisean, rèidio 
agus air-loidhne eadar 11 Dàm-
hair agus 16 Dàmhair.

Am measg na chìthear air 
BBC ALBA agus a chluinnear 
air BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 
bith farpaisean Buinn Òir a’ 
Chomunn Ghàidhealaich beò 
airson a’ chiad uair riamh air 
BBC ALBA; farpaisean còi-
sirean, Buinn Òir an t-Seann 
Nòis, cèilidh Mire ri Mòir agus 
prògram na cloinne Aileag. 

Tha BBC ALBA cuideachd 
gu bhith a’ craoladh prògraman 
Mòd na Cloinne air Diluain 12 
agus Dimàirt 13 Dàmhair. 

Tha sgioba Dè a-nis gu 
bhith an làthair le Annabel 
NicIlleinnen am measg na pre-
seantairean airson a chiad uair. 
Tha an sgioba gu bhith trang 
seachdain a’ Mhòd ‘s iad a’ toirt 
sùil air a’ bhaile fhèin agus a’ 

Mòd 2015 beò air 
feadh an t-saoghail  

coinneachadh cuid den chloinn 
a th’ aig Mòd na Cloinne. 

Bidh dà phrògram sònraichte 
le Dè a-nis bhon Mhòd, air 
Diardaoin 15 Dàmhair aig 6f 
agus uair a thìde air oidhche 

Dhiardaoin 22 Dàmhair aig 
6f, far am faic sinn cuid den 
chloinn a shoirbhich aig Mòd 
2015 a’ seinn ‘s a’ cluich an cuid 
ionnstramaidean ‘s eile.

Thèid seachdain a’ Mhòid gu 

crìch air Dihaoine 16 Dàmhair 
le Cèilidh Mire ri Mòir beò 
air Radio nan Gàidheal à 
Tallaichean Cruinneachaidh 
Earra-Ghàidheil a’ tòiseachadh 
aig 10m agus cuideachd far-
paisean nan Coisirean mòr aig 
1.30f agus cuiridh BBC ALBA 
soraidh slàn air Mòd 2015 leis 
a’ phrògram mu dheireadh a’ 
tòiseachadh aig 10f.  

BBC ALBA and Radio nan 
Gaidheal taking Oban to the 
world!

Coverage of the Royal Na-
tional Mod 2015 from Oban 
will reach worldwide audiences 
with a variety of different pro-
grammes on television, radio 
and online with BBC ALBA 
and BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 
set to provide comprehensive 
coverage of Scotland’s premier 
celebration of its Gaelic culture.

Further information on Mod 
2015 programmes visit www.
bbc.co.uk/alba

Gaelic learners website launched

www.facebook.com/obantimes

ADVERTORIAL

The town just loves it as shinty puts on a showstopper TIMESLINE
Loch group face 
court legal costs

Town in mourning 
over Alan’s death

Setting the scene 
for Holyrood MSPs

Radio tribute for 
accordionist Colin

THE council is waiting to hear 
how much it will receive in le-
gal costs following the judicial 
review raised by Friends of 
Loch Etive (FoLE). 

FoLE claimed permission to 
expand a Dawnfresh fi sh farm 
had been granted unlawfully 
and took Argyll and Bute coun-
cil  to the Court of Session. 

A council spokesman said: 
‘The council is currently prepar-
ing an account of legal costs for 
recovery from FoLE.’

THE death of Oban restaurateur 
Alan MacLeod on Thursday  
has been met with sadness 
throughout the town’s busi-
ness community.

The loss of Alan, an active 
and outspoken advocate of the 
seaside town, will be deeply 
felt throughout the west coast. 
Turn to page nine for full story. 

ARGYLL-based artist, Jolo-
mo, John Lowrie Morrison, 
has gifted four paintings to 
the Scottish parliament. 

He was accompanied at the 
presentation on Tuesday by 
Highlands and Islands MSP, 
Jamie McGrigor.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘It is great 
to see paintings of Machriha-
nish, Tobermory and Iona in 
the art collection.’  

OBAN FM radio station paid 
tribute to accordionist, 
Colin Campbell, on Tuesday 
evening with a show dedicat-
ed to the town musician.

Colin, who died on Septem-
ber 6, was revered in tradi-
tional Scottish music circles. 

SHINTY fever was in the air on 
Saturday as more than 3,000 
travelling supporters descended 
on Oban’s Mossfi eld stadium for 
shinty’s showpiece occasion - the 
Camanachd Cup fi nal. 

Kyles Athletic fans mingled hap-
pily with Lovat supporters as the 
teams battled it out for the sport’s 
most-coveted prize.

Underdogs Lovat eventually 
triumphed over the much-fancied 

Kyles 2-1 in a compelling, dramatic 
encounter. 

The celebrations continued late 
into the night, with the trium-
phant Kiltarlity side’s team bus 
making it back to the village just 

after midnight. There were a few 
sore heads on Sunday morning as 
Lovat fans celebrated the team’s 
fi rst cup win since 1953.

For a full match report and pic-
ture special, see page 27.

OBAN DOG WALKER SAYS IT’S TIME TO SCRAP PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT GANAVAN SANDS AS SHE TEARS UP TICKET 

Campaigner Doreen takes 
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A CAMPAIGNER against car 
parking charges at an Oban 
beauty spot said she will not pay 
a £60 parking fine - and urges 
other people to do the same.

Doreen MacLeod, who re-
ceived a ticket last week for park-
ing her car earlier in the month 
at Ganavan Sands, paid the fine 
but then decided to cancel the 
cheque.

After speaking to her lawyer 
and taking advice from friends 
and family, Mrs MacLeod is de-
termined to make a stand against 
the penalty.

She has been at the forefront 
of a campaign to challenge the 
legitimacy of Argyll and Bute 
council’s right to charge for 
parking at the popular beach. 

Mrs MacLeod, a carer, has 
argued that the imposition of 
parking charges runs counter to 

the terms of the original bequest 
which stated that Ganavan Sands 
was for the use of the people of 
Oban.

She said: ‘I was not causing any 
problems, merely taking my dogs 
out for a walk. 

‘To me, it is unbelievable that 
a man and a van can come out 
from Oban in the middle of 
September on a Sunday to issue a 
parking ticket to a car that was in 
a near empty area. Five hundred 
other cars could have parked in 
the Ganavan area.

‘I am a senior Oban resident 
and current legislation requires 
me, and others in a similar posi-
tion, to pay £365 a year to walk 
our dogs at Ganavan. 

‘If money is needed so desper-
ately, then I would suggest the 
introduction of a permit with 
a fixed price - say £20 for six 
months. 

‘One hundred people paying 
that every half year would bring 

in £4,000 a year for the council. 
It is past the time that Oban 
officials got real. 

‘The situation at Ganavan is a 
disgrace and requires an urgent, 
realistic review, in order that 

locals and visitors can enjoy this 
beautiful part of Oban.’

In a letter to council officers, 
she stated: ‘The ticket machine 
was out of order for a day or so, 
including the morning of Friday, 
September 11. 

‘I presumed if would be Mon-
day before the machine was fixed 
and therefore I did not pay the £1 
for a ticket.

‘I arrived at approximately 
10.25am on Sunday (13/9/15) to 
take my dogs for a walk, as is my 
custom. I returned about an hour 
later to find the ticket on my car.

Claiming that the information 
on car parking boards is either 
missing or incorrect at Ganavan, 
the former CalMac worker 
said: ‘The point of contact on 
the board is Kilbowie House (a 
council office that closed more 
than five years ago) which is no 
longer appropriate.

She continued: ‘I would point 
out that there are numerous 

The situation 
at Ganavan 
is a disgrace 
and requires 
an urgent, 
realistic 
review
 ”

Doreen MacLeod

discrepancies at Ganavan, 
namely there are no parking 
bays in which to park. There is 
no monitoring of the rule that 
vehicles should not be occupied 
overnight, as has happened all 
summer with campervans.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘Effective traf-
fic management is about keeping 
Argyll and Bute moving.

‘Parking restrictions are in 
force in areas with yellow lines, 
pay and display bays, loading 
and unloading areas, disabled 
bays, limited waiting areas and 
off-street parking areas. 

‘If anyone is unsure they should 
check what is on the sign which 
applies to the place where they 
are parking.’

The council confirmed that last 
year it had issued 9,372 parking 
tickets, of which 4,009 origi-
nated in Oban. There were 868 
non-payers  who were reported 
to sheriff’s officers.

FINE MESS: Doreen MacLeod 
says the council has got it wrong 
over parking at Ganavan Sands

CUP JOY: Lovat captain, Dan 
Grieve, bears the cup aloft and 
(right) the moment of victoryBLUE IS THE COLOUR: Kyles supporters get into the mood before the start of the game
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KEBABISH Curry 
House in Oban has 
added the 2015 Eat 
Safe Award from Food 
Standards Scotland and 
Argyll Bute council to 
its long list of accolades. 
 Having already won 
this prize back in 2012, 
along with a Healthy 
Living Award and a Best 
Takeaway, Scottish Cur-
ry Award for three years 
running, Kebabish is the 
only Pakastani/Indian 
takeaway in Scotland to 
have garnered the tri-
fecta of all three coveted 
awards. 

The Eat Safe Award 
recognises businesses 

that strive for food 
hygiene and safety 
management standards 
over and above those 
required by law. Owner 
Shaukat Chaudhry said: 
‘We’ve worked hard 
for this most recent 
award, keeping all the 
principles that Food 
Standards Scotland are 
looking for.’

This recent prize joins 
Kebabish’s Healthy 
Living Award sponsored 
by NHS Scotland, which 
rewards businesses who 
make it easier for their 
customers to make more 
healthy food choices. 

His brother, Hashmat 

Ali, who heads the 
kitchen, uses local pro-
duce whenever possible, 
along with other highest 
quality and healthy 
ingredients in the most 
hygienic of conditions. 

‘You must serve 
more than 50 per cent 
certified healthy dishes 
in your menu, and we 
exceed that standard by 
producing more than 
half of our dishes using 
only healthy ingredients 
and preparation meth-
ods’ Shaukat said. ‘We 
use sunflower oil in-
stead of ghee, as well as 
minimal salt and sugar 
in our cooking. We use 

low fat ingredients such 
as mayonnaise and yo-
gurt, along with low fat 
cheese on our pizzas.’ 

Kebabish offers a 
variety of classical 
dishes from India and 
Pakistan, as well as a 
full selection of kebabs 
and local favourites such 
as burgers and pizzas. 

‘We are proud to pro-
vide healthy food to the 
Oban community since 
2007’, said Shaukat.

Visit kebabishcurry-
house.com, ring 01631 
566 885 or visit them at 
99 George Street, with 
takeaway and home 
delivery available.

Kebabish Curry House serves up another 
success as it brings home Eat Safe Award

RECIPE FOR SUCCESS: owner Shaukat Chaudhry and his son, Danyal Ali Chaudhry, have added the 2015 
Eat Safe Award from Food Standards Scotland and Argyll Bute council to their list of accolades

FLAMBOYANT Oban entre-
preneur Alan MacLeod, the 
inspiration behind the critically 
acclaimed Ee-usk restaurant, 
died last week, aged 73, after a 
short illness.

Alan MacLeod, who has been 
praised for his work as a sea-
food ‘pioneer’ and a passionate 
advocate for Oban - was also 
known to many as a wonderful 
family man who doted on his 
family and his pet dog, Bella.

People from all over Scotland, 
and further afield, were due 
to attend his funeral yesterday 
(Wednesday), in Eaglesham, 
East Renfrewshire.

Many will remember that 
around his table at either Ee-
usk  or Piazza on the North Pier 
on most mornings, a collection 
of local worthies and business- 
owners would gather sorting 
out the world’s problems over a 
copy of the Racing Post, and on 
a Thursday, the Oban Times.

Many ideas took shape around 
the table - Oban Forward, a 
precursor to BID4Oban, advice 
to the newly formed board of 
Oban Phoenix Cinema, Oban 
Bay Marina and various other 
campaigns to improve the town 
and the quality of the facilities 
and amenities for both tourists 
and locals.

One of his more controversial 
ideas was to erect a giant sculp-
ture of a fisherman throwing 
his net to the sea from the Pul-
pit Hill. It caused controversy 
in the town. His plan for the 
fisherman happened shortly 
before the idea for the Kelpies 
in Falkirk took solid form. 

The successful mix of bringing 

sustainable seafood and fine 
drinks was a novel one in the 
late 1980s. It happened by acci-
dent. Alan and his wife, Sheila, 
wanted their first Argyll pub to 
be a little busier. As Glasgow 
pub owners, Alan and Sheila 
were used to a hectic lifestyle. 

They had purchased the der-
elict pierhouse in Port Appin 
in 1987, but, despite a major 
refurbished in March 1988, 
Alan said trade was very quiet.

In a recent interview 
he explained: ‘We hadn’t 
expected to be run off our 
feet, but this was severe. We 
were losing money daily. 
It was Sheila’s idea to add fresh 
seafood to the menu. 

‘The wee creel boat that 
landed just 20 metres from us 
had the most amazing catch of 
langoustine and squat lobsters. 

‘We had already been serving 
some pub grub, but with Sheila’s 
addition of fresh seafood to the 
menu, business boomed.’

Between 1991 and 1993 the 
couple added 11 bedrooms 
to the pierhouse. They won 
awards, and were listed in the 
popular Egon Ronay guide 
and The Good Hotel Guide.
Daughter, Julie, and son, 
Callum, joined their parents to 
work in the hotel in the early 
1990s.

In 2001, the MacLeods 
opened Ee-usk, along with its 
sister restaurant, Piazza, on 
Oban’s North Pier, bringing 
iconic red roofs to the town. 

The restaurants have had 
pride of place on Oban’s North 
Pier winning global recognition 
ever since.

Alan is survived by Sheila, 
Callum and Julie and four 
grandchildren.

End of an era for 
town as it mourns 
‘pioneer’ Alan

Why search me, says man with 21 ecstasy pills 

Day care centre to take a modern approach 
as part of a major shake-up of services

Diluted deal still places island arts 
organisation in battle for survival

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

RESTAURATEUR EXTRAORDINAIRE: Alan MacLeod

A FORT William man has been 
found guilty of possessing 21 
ecstasy tablets. 

Samuel Warne, of Alma Road 
in the town, denied the charge 
but was found guilty following a 
trial in Fort William sheriff court 
last Wednesday (September 16). 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 

heard police had been carrying 
out a routine patrol in the early 
hours of September 6 last year, 
when they spotted the 26-year-
old and another man behaving 
‘suspiciously’ at Fort William’s 
Viewforth car park. 

When the officers got out of 
their car and approached the 
pair, police witnesses said they 
attempted to hide behind bins 
and saw something being passed 

to the accused by his acquaint-
ance. 

On searching Warne, originally 
from Cornwall, the police found 
a bag of 21 pink pills in his back 
pocket. 

When he took to the stand to 
give evidence in court, Warne 
didn’t deny having the drugs, 
which have a street value of £210,  
but said he had given the police 
no reason to search him.

He said: ‘I was walking to my 
house from High Street with 
someone I had been with earlier 
in the night. We stopped momen-
tarily and the police car pulled in 
with bright lights. Within seconds 
they came over and demanded to 
search me.’ 

Warne denied hiding from the 
police or anything being passed 
to him. 

But sheriff Davidson said he 

believed the evidence of two po-
lice witnesses and said they had 
reason to search Warne.

He added: ‘Ecstasy is danger-
ous. There have been too many 
cases of young people suffering 
fatal consequences as a result of 
ingesting it. This was extremely 
foolish.’

Sentencing was deferred on 
Warne until October 15 for back-
ground reports.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE future of one of Scotland’s 
foremost theatre and music 
companies still hangs in the bal-
ance after a crunch meeting on 
Tuesday evening saw islanders’ 
demands only partially delivered. 

Described as ‘watered down 
plans’ to make Comar, an 
umbrella organisation for Mull 
Theatre and music and arts 
venue An Tobar,  accountable 
to the community, an offer of 
either four or five islanders will 
be brought onto the management 
committee. And there was a con-
tinuation of the stay-of-execution 
for two controversial high-profile 
redundancies. But islanders 
agreed that it was a step in the 
right direction.

Five members would give 
islanders an equal vote with cur-
rent directors but, at the time of 
going to press, only four seats on 
the board were made available.

In August, Mull and Iona res-

idents demanded that the threat 
of redundancy looming over two 
influential staff members, mu-
sical director, Gordon Maclean 
,and artistic director, Alasdair 
McCrone, was removed and 
called for the board of directors 
to resign. A shadow board was 
formed.

But a packed meeting on 
Tuesday night at the Aros Hall 
in Tobermory was told the 
demands of islanders ‘had to be 
compromised’ to comply with 
the conditions set by Creative 
Scotland,  the organisation that 
funds Comar.

Mull community council was 
told last week the shadow board 
believed that, due to an ‘overly 
tight budget’, after the group 
missed out on some of its ex-
pected grant funding, it would be 
impossible to re-employ the two 
men and balance the books. 

A report by shadow board 
member, Neil Hutton, ended by 
saying the current directors were 
‘detached, corporate and anony-

mous’. This was in direct conflict 
to the very reasons islanders 
wanted to save the unique nature 
of both An Tobar and Mull 
Theatre. 

Aladair McCrone told the 
meeting: ‘Everywhere we’ve 
been, we have met with the most 
tremendous support from audi-
ences, promoters, and press. 

‘There is huge backing for the 
work we’ve been doing for years 
and for how we do it. 

‘The actions of the Mull and 
Iona communities have struck 
a chord with so many others 
around the country who identify 
with this situation and under-
stand all that you are trying to 
do. 

‘I know that the shadow board 
has been enormously effective 
at moving forward what was a 
dreadful situation and giving us 
at least some hope for the future. 

‘The most immediate effect has 
been the suspension of the redun-
dancies, which was conveyed to 
us the day before our production 

opened.’ He added: ‘With their 
current proposals, the shadow 
board has my complete support 
and trust. 

‘This is a complex and difficult 
situation but their understand-
ing, their tenacity and the profes-
sionalism of their approach has 
made a huge difference. 

‘We still have a long way to go 
to make things right, but I have 
confidence that we are heading 
in the right direction, a direc-
tion which seemed impossible 
to achieve before you all got 
involved a couple of months ago.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell sent a message to the 
meeting. It read: ‘(These pro-
posals) are the minimum which 
would be acceptable and, equally 
importantly, effective in securing 
the change needed. 

‘If there is any attempt by 
the existing board to water it 
down any further that should 
be a deal-breaker. Once it is in 
place, the locally-based elected 
directors will be in charge and 

can push the envelope to secure 
greater change. But to get there, 
they must accept that Creative 
Scotland is contracted to the 
Comar that presently exists and 
they will need to be persuaded 
that the new board is able to take 
the reins.’

A spokeswoman for Comar 
said: ‘Comar and the shadow 
board hosted a meeting on Fri-
day, September 18 in Craignure, 
which was the fourth meeting in 
recent weeks. The discussion was 
energetic and  positive and good 
progress was made in moving 
towards greater community 
involvement in Comar’s future. 

’The audited accounts for 
Comar to March, 31 2015 will 
be presented at the forthcoming 
AGM, currently planned for 
November, 2015.’

A Creative Scotland spokes-
person, said: ‘We understand 
the shadow board met the com-
munity members on Tuesday and 
we look forward to hearing the 
outcome of this meeting.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pupils aim high at convention 
ARGYLL pupils will be given the opportunity to plan 
for their future at a higher education convention in 
Mid Argyll next week.

The convention is being hosted by the council and 
UCAS, with support from Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS). The event will take place at Lochgilphead 
Joint Campus, Kilmory, on Wednesday, September 30 
from 9.30am until 1pm, with 25 higher and further 
education institutions across the UK represented.

LORNE day centre in Oban 
is making progress since an 
inspection in January 2015, but 
a report given to councillors last 
week said the pace of change is 
‘frustrating’ for service users, 
writes Louise Glen.

Members of the community 
and resources committee of Ar-
gyll and Bute council were told 
the learning disabilities centre 
will be moving towards providing 
a modern service.

Comparing the inspection 
grades of adult learning disabil-
ities services between Oban and 
the rest of Argyll, Lorne day 
centre is the lowest performing 
in all areas including care and 
support, staffing, environment 
and management and leadership.

The report highlighted areas 
of concern. It stated: ‘The Lorne 
service will be focussing on the 
required changes and diversify-
ing.

‘This will involve the service 

modernising the support it offers 
and will move away from the 
historical perception of how it is 
used and defined.

‘Since the last inspection, a 
staff development day has been 
held which attempted to allow 
the staff team to begin to take 
ownership and be more involved 
and participative in the growth 
and development of the service.

‘A comprehensive development 
and action plan has been devel-
oped to guide these changes.’

However, a small group of ser-
vice users who approached the 
Oban Times, but did not want to 
be named, said: ‘The service we 
are being offered in Oban is not 
what we really want. 

‘We have good staff members 
who provide a service that we 
like - does that not count for 
anything?’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘The Lorne 
continues to develop and is cur-

rently in the process of embed-
ding a new management system 
and ensuring that the service 
is providing positive outcome 
based supports for individuals 
and groups. 

‘Lorne resource centre contin-
ues to meet the hopes, needs and 
aspirations of those accessing the 
service by providing a modern, 
flexible , and individual service. 

‘The Lorne continues to 
develop and is currently in the 
process of embedding a new 
management system and ensur-
ing that the service is providing 
positive outcome based supports 
for individuals and groups. 

‘The Lorne will do so in con-
sultation and partnership with 
all service users, families, health 
colleagues, social workers and 
carers with a stakeholders day 
planned to take place at the end 
of October to gather views on 
modernising and improving the 
service,’ the spokesman added,

AN OBAN man is cycling 400 
kilometre across Cuba to raise 
money for cancer patients at 
Lorn and the Islands hospital.

CalMac worker, Danny 
Keenan, 48, is swapping the 
engine room of the Finlaggan 
ferry for lycra and a bicycle 
seat in order to raise cash for 
an internet connection at the 
MacMillan cancer care room 
in the Oban hospital.

Danny will be accompanied 
by CalMac colleague, Mark 
Buchan, on the trek.

Danny, a father of two, 
explained: ‘I am really pleased 
that I will also be raising mon-
ey for the hospital to provide 
much needed services for 
patients. We have lost a good 
few friends and relatives over 
the years and some of them 
were helped immensely by the 
staff in Oban.’

But for Danny the MacMillan 

Cancer Support facilities at the 
hospital are close to his heart, 
after mum, Beatrice, has un-
dergone treatment for cancer 
on two occasions. Beatrice, a 
former nurse at the hospital, 
said she was very proud of 
Mark. His chosen charity is the 
British Heart Foundation and 
the men have paid for the whole 
trip themselves.

To donate to Mark’s charity 
trek, sponsor forms are avail-
able from members of the 
MacMillan group in Oban and 
at the hospital.

Proud mum Beatrice and Mark

Son to raise 
charity funds
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MORE than 50 runners travelled 
to Ardnamurchan for the inaugural 
Beinn Resipole hill race on 
Saturday. 

The athletes set off from Loch 
Sunart before taking on the 
845-metre summit, with a total 
distance of 7.3 miles. 

Tom Owens of Shettleston 
Harriers was first home in one 
hour, 10 minutes and 57 seconds, 
almost six minutes ahead of second 
place, Mark Sutherland, of Glasgow 
University. First lady home was 
Shona Robertson of Shettleston, 
whose time of one hour, 21 minutes 
and 23 seconds gained her eighth 
place overall. Of the Lochaber 
Athletic Club runners, Steve 
MacDonald recorded the best time 
of 1:19:14 to finish third overall. 
First Lochaber lady was Vikki 
MacKinnon, seventh female, in 
1:53:54. 

Top 15 finishers, Lochaber AC 
unless otherwise stated: 1 Tom 
Owens (Shettleston Harriers) 
1:10:57; 2   Mark Sutherland 
(Glasgow University Hares and 
Hounds); 3 Steve MacDonald 
1:19:14; 4 Steve Halsall (Westerlands 
cross country club) 1:19:45; 5 Tom 
Callan (Glasgow University Hares 
and Hounds) 1:20:10; 6 Steven 
Traill 1:20:34; 7 Stuart Crutchfield 
1:21:18; 8 Shona Robertson 
(Shettleston) 1:21:23; 9 Jon Gay 
1:24:40; 10 Bill Breckenridge 
(Shettleston Harriers) 1:24:47; 
11 Steven Fallon (Carnethy Hill 
Racing Club) 1:27:37; 12 Adam 
Rudd (Carnethy Hill Racing Club) 
1:28:40; 13 Ali Kennedy 1:28:52; 14 
Pawel Cymbalista 1:29:15; 15 Iain 
MacKellaig 1:29:27. 

LOCHABER Phoenix boxing 
club’s Kevin Aitchison was in 
action for the first time this season 
when he took on Taylor Coyne of 
Stirling’s 1314 club at the weekend. 

The 16-year-old lost out on a split 
decision by judges, but not before 
three closely-fought rounds. 

In the first, the lightweight circled 
the ring in the opening round firing 
single jabs, but this was not enough 
to thwart Coyle’s forward march, 
and, although the Stirling boxer 
didn’t have a huge deal of success, 
he did outwork Kevin and clearly 
captured the first round. Aitchison 
attempted to stand his ground and 
take ring centre in the next round, 
but used straight lines as opposed 
to utilising angles thus enabling 
Coyle to work at close range and 
take control of this messy session.

The final was easily the Lochaber 
boxer’s best of the bout as he finally 
managed to dictate the range the 
action was fought at and fired his 
jabs in twos and threes to give 
himself room for his strong straight 
rear hand.

Aitchison will have a chance for 
revenge when the boys take part in a 
rematch at Lochaber Phoenix box-
ing club’s home show on October 
10 at the Nevis Centre. The show 
will feature 12 local boxers against 
opponents from all over Scotland 
from novices to international class. 

ISLE of Skye golf club’s Ian Fullar-
ton trophy was played on Saturday 
and Sunday with the following 
result: 1 John Allan Macleod 42 
points; 2 Gillies Nicholson 41 
points; 3 Iain Lewis 39 points; 4 
Chris Hanley 38 points; 5 John 
Marshall 37 points bih; 6 Alex 
Munro 37 points. 

MARINE Harvest employees from all over 
Scotland gathered in Arisaig for a golf tourna-
ment, marking the 50th anniversary of the fish 
farming firm. 

The sun was shining at Traigh golf club as 34 
people took part in the stableford competition 
on Saturday.

It was a clean sweep for the Lochaber staff 
as David MacGillivray of Glenfinnan was 
crowned winner with 43 points, closely followed 
by John MacMillan of Traigh on 42. 

Fort William based Billy Glen, head of health 
and safety for Marine Harvest, was third with 
41 points and fourth was John Henderson of 
Traigh with 36 points.  

Not to be outdone, the Lochaber ladies 

stormed ahead in the competitions. Gillian 
Clark of Traigh was first with 31, followed by 
Rosie Curtis of Kilchoan on 23. 

John Angus ‘Gillie’ Gillies, harvesting man-
ager at the company’s Mallaig site, organised 
the event.  He said: ‘I could not be happier with 
the way things went. The weather was a bonus.

‘Everyone was happy with the co-operation of 
the golf club. Club chairman, Roddy Burgess, 
and his members were very helpful. The com-
petition was for our staff, customers and sup-
pliers, but members of Traigh also took part.’

Prizes were handed out after a buffet in the 
nearby Lochailort Inn by Jocky MacRae, a 
Traigh golf club veteran and former Marine 
Harvest employee. 

Bill Clark, middle, presents 
the Gog’s Taxis balloted pairs 

trophy to winners, Allan 
Lawrie, second left, and Trish 

Miller, second right. 
They are pictured with 

runners-up, Christine Kane 
and Kenny MacInnes, after the 

competition held at Inver-
lochy’s Railway bowling club 

on  Sunday

Fort William 3-5 Brora Rangers 
FORT William’s John Mcleod was the hero of the 
hour when he scored a hat-trick against Highland 
league champions, Brora Rangers on Saturday. 

In a disappointing first half, the Claggan men 
were 3-0 down at half-time, but stepped on to the 
pitch like a new team in the second half.

Five minutes into the game, Mcleod opened the 
scoring for the Fort with a header and, two minutes 
later, sent the ball into the back of the net for a 
second time with a strike from 25 yards. 

But the joy was shortlived for Ally Ewen and 
his men as a quick fire double from Brora’s Paul 
Brindle and Grant Munro made it 5-2. 

With just minutes left, Mcleod completed his 
hat-trick when he picked up the ball from inside 
the Brora half, drove forward and hit the ball past 
keeper, Joe Malin, from 20 yards. 

The Fort were in with a chance of a fourth goal 
in stoppage time, but Malin saved the penalty that 
could have seen Mcleod score again. 

This weekend Fort William travel to take on 
Preston Athletic in the first round of the Scottish 
Cup.

LOCHABER rugby club secured their first win of the BT Divi-
sion Two north season in an impressive 45-5 home victory against 
Stornoway. 

This weekend, the Banavie side will travel to take on the islanders 
again, this time in the BT Caledonia north regional bowl.

The next home game will be on Saturday, October 3, against 
Garioch with a 1pm kick off.

GET TOGETHER: Marine Harvest Scotland staff  travelled from near and far to celebrate the company’s 50th anniversary at Traigh golf course, Arisaig

SUCCESS: David MacGillivray of Glenfi nnan was the winner of Marine Harvest Scotland’s 50th 
anniversary golf competition 

Split decision 
decides bout

Firm marks milestone 
with golf tournament

ACTION: Brora’s Scott Houston and Fort’s Scott MacLean 

Inaugural hill 
race a success

HOME WIN: Jack Ringland ready to touch down the ball over the 
opposition line

Pairs trophy 
winners 
celebrate at 
Inverlochy

John hero of the hour

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 24, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.47 3.0 08.30 1.6 15.13 3.5 21.00 1.4
Fri 03.36 3.3 09.31 1.2 15.56 3.8 21.57 1.1
Sat 04.16 3.6 10.20 0.8 16.35 4.1 22.45 0.7
Sun 04.51 3.9 11.04 0.5 17.14 4.3 23.28 3.2
Mon 05.27 4.0 11.48 0.3 17.52 4.4 **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.3 06.03 4.1 12.31 0.2  18.30 4.4
Wed 00.51 0.3 06.41 4.1 13.14 0.3 19.09 4.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10
9

low

Thursday Heavy showers with sunny spells.
 Light south westerly winds.
 Temperatures 14°C  to 9°C 

Friday Light cloud
 Light westerly winds
 Temperatures 15°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light cloud
Outlook Light southerly winds
 Temperatures 16°C to 10ºC.

15
high
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