
Established 1861  No 8218 Thursday 25 September, 2014 www.obantimes.co.uk 80 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Kids go 
FREE

11-12 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll  PA34 4AZ

01631 563170
Kodak and the Kodak trade dress are trademarks 

of Kodak used under license by Signet Armorlite, Inc.

FREE* Spectacles

FREE* Sight test

A FLEET of helicopters from 
France carried out a friendly 
‘raid’ on the west coast last 
week, writes Steven Rae.

10 helicopters from the Heli 
Club de L’ain, from the town 
of Bourg en Bresse, whose 
30 members made the most 
of the sunny weather to tour 
distilleries on Jura and Oban, 
as well as trips to Stornoway, 
John O’Groats and Orkney.

The group was staying at the 
Loch Melfort Hotel, which had 
enough room to accommodate 
the two R22s, a single R66 and 
seven R44 helicopters.

The group visited Oban 
distillery on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, the Jura Hotel and 
distillery on Wednesday and 
Stornoway on Thursday, with 
trips to John O’Groats and 
Orkney in between, leaving on 
Friday, September 19.

Sarah Whittle, who works 
at the Loch Melfort Hotel, 
said: ‘The group call it “raid 
d’Ecosse”, which means 
“Scottish raid”.

She continued: ‘They tend to 
come across every two years, 
as there is one Scottish guy 
in the group who is originally 
from Kilmelford.’

CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH: The Mull headquarters of TSL Contractors Limited and (pictured above) Andy Knight 

A GROUP of prominent businesses 
say they may be forced to quit 
the islands, because Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s (CalMac) winter ferry 
timetable is not working.

The consortium claims overnight 
costs for staff and short working 

service to Mull are crippling their 
businesses.

The list of 25 mainland, Mull and 
Iona businesses reckon that the ferry 
operator is putting £25 million worth 
of business and more than 370 jobs 
on Mull at risk with its ‘unrealistic’ 
winter timetable.

Islanders argue that a simple solu-
tion to the growing problem would 
mean docking the ferry at Craignure. 
But, they say, CalMac bosses are not 
listening.

Andy Knight, managing director 

of prominent island business TSL 
Contractors Limited, said: ‘All we 
are asking is that the ferry docks at 
Craignure overnight in the winter. 
That would mean an early start from 

think that is too much to ask.
‘But the mainland-based individu-

als who make the decisions on ferry 
scheduling believe that Mull is a 
place which is mainly reliant on tour-
ism for its revenue and where there 
is minimal economic activity in the 
winter months.

‘The consequence of this is that the 
schedule is looked on entirely from 
a perspective of the island being 
serviced from the mainland, as op-
posed to island businesses being able 

skills and products to the mainland 
and beyond.

‘CalMac is a “can’t do” organ-

proposal was put to them, they would 

cite several reasons why it cannot be 
achieved.

‘However, we are of the opinion 
that if approached in a constructive 
manner, this could be implemented 

incurring minimal cost and oper-
ational disruption.’ The Scottish 
government has backed the business 
group’s argument for a longer day. 
Michael Russell, Argyll and Bute 
MSP, said: ‘I am very disappointed 
that despite much discussion, CalMac 
has been unable to deliver the service 
that Mull wants and needs.   

‘I have spoken to transport minister 
Keith Brown and written to CalMac 
and I want to see some genuine 
negotiation on this issue, given the 
serious concerns of important local 
businesses.   

‘The record of delays and cancella-
tions on the Craignure route is also 
causing concern and CalMac will 
have to up its performance in order to 
satisfy those who rely on this lifeline 
service.’

Last year there were 85 cancella-
tions out of 3,749 sailings.

But as the ferry winter timetable 
is due to be published, there is no 
change on the length of day proposed 
for islanders. 

A spokesman for Calmac said: ‘In 
order to deliver the desired earlier 
departures from Mull and late sail-
ings to Mull tabled by a consortium 
of Mull-based businesses, the vessel 
would be required to berth overnight 

week.
‘With the current port infra-

increase the risk of the vessel having 
to reposition or come off the berth in 
challenging weather.

‘This would directly affect our core 
service.

‘This winter, the Mull service will 
be enhanced on a Monday with two 
additional crossings, Wednesday four 
additional crossings and on Fridays 

the day.
‘We are currently speaking to the pier 

opment of the facility at Craignure to 
support the delivery of the Ferries Plan.

‘Commercial operators are a key 
customer group for us and we will 
work with them to try and accom-
modate their concerns whenever 
possible.’

Business fury over 
island ferry times

Argyll salutes 
its own heroes

Turn to pages 12 - 13 for full report 

and picture special on Saturday’s 

World War One parade in Oban

Auld Alliance launches 
airborne whisky ‘raid’

Iona walker saved 
by passer-by who 
ran a mile to raise 
emergency rescue

A ‘VERY, very lucky’ walker was 
rescued in darkness from the sea on 
Iona.

The critically injured man, 49, is 
known to have been climbing on the 
rocks on the uninhabited west coast 
of the island on Tuesday when, it is 
understood, he slipped and fell.

By chance, a lone passer-by heard 
the shouts of the stricken man,  some 
two hours later, just as the tide was 
coming in.

The man, who has not been named, 
was badly injured and in danger of 
drowning in the rising water. The 
passer-by ran nearly a mile to get help 
from nearby crofters, as the mobile 
signal is very limited on the island. 

It was then, at 6pm, that a full scale 
rescue operation was set in motion.

A spokesman for Scottish Fire and 
Rescue said it took 12 minutes for 
the crew to arrive on scene: ‘He had 

encing lower body pain and had been 
in the open for around two hours 

therapy and attempted to shelter him 
from the weather conditions.’ 

Gordon Bruce, one of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue volunteers on the 
island, described the community in-
volved in rescuing the injured tourist. 

Describing it as a ‘pretty long 
mission’, he said: ‘It involved one 
injured walker, one passer-by, two 

the coastguard team, nine volunteer 

consisting of one pilot and two para-
medics, the crew of an RAF Sea King 
and the ferry boys and girls who had 
to stay out late. Fantastic effort all 
round.’

The Scottish Ambulance Service 

ter was in the area and as a precaution 
was brought to the scene of the inci-
dent and escorted the casualty to the 
Southern General Hospital.

As The Oban Times went to press, 
police described the man’s condition 

were continuing into the circumstances 
of the accident. It is believed the man is 
not local to the area.
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MULL
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Mod was ray of sunshine

Pupils’ positive response

Island’s lead role in show

THE sun shone upon Tobermory at the Mull and Iona local Mòd (Mòd 
Ionadach na Dreòlluinn) recently as children and adults served up 
some sparkling performances.

Friday (September 12) was ‘Children’s Day’ and the number of 
individual competitors was well over 160, taking part in singing, oral 
and instrumental events together with 10 choirs and 10 action songs. 

Competitors came from Kilchoan, Lochaline, other parts of the 
mainland, Iona, all island primary schools and Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile. 

The adjudicators were enthralled by the youngsters’ performances, 
declaring that the competitions were of an exceptionally high standard. 
In the evening an excellent concert took place with principal prize-win-
ners entertaining an enthusiastic audience of parents and friends. The 
proceedings were ably presided over by Father Ross Crichton from St 
Mary’s church, Griminish, Benbecula.  

 The following day was given over to seniors, which provided 

choirs participated, eight mixed, two men’s and four ladies: Aberfeldy, 
Atomaig Piseag, Bùrach (Morvern), Còisir Ceann an Tuirc, Isle of 
Mull, Oban, Tarbert, Taynuilt, Dingwall and Lothian. 

Solo competitions were very busy with competitors coming from all 
over Scotland, with an entry of 26 participants in the ‘own choice’ 
competition alone. Again, the adjudicators commented on the high 
standard throughout the day. 

Many of the competitors will be going to compete at the National 
Mòd in Inverness in October.

On Saturday evening the cèilidh dance, chaired by committee 
member Cameron Fletcher, was thoroughly enjoyed in a very full Aros 
Hall, dancing to music by Sandy MacAulay and Ann MacDonald and 

who had swept the board in the choral competitions.
The organising committee of the Mull Mod thanked all those who 

had assisted in making the event so successful and all businesses and 

when they voted marginally in favour of independence for the island 
last week.

With a count of nine to 11 in favour of ‘Yes’, Mull-based councillor 
Mary-Jean Devon declared the ‘Yes’ campaign the winners of the 
mock referendum.

Pupils from the upper primary prepared the case and tried to 

or the other.
Councillor Devon said: ‘I was so impressed by the standard of the 

both sides of the debate. I think the children could give some of the 
councillors in Argyll and Bute a run for their money.’

GREAT EFFORT: Kara, from Lochdon primary school, took second 
prize in the solo performance - even though it was the fi rst time she 

had entered the competition 

BBC TV presenter Paul Murton explores Mull and its satellite islands 
in the second episode of the adventurer’s series. 

Beginning his journey on the tidal island of Erraid, which inspired 
famous Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson, Paul is then island 
hopping to beautiful Ulva  and the mysterious island of Inch Kenneth, 

out about its more modern-day connection to the eccentric English 
aristocrats, the Mitfords. He then heads to explore Mull itself, which 
he sees at break-neck speed thanks to rally driver Louise Thomas who 
regularly competes in the world famous Mull Rally.

be screened this Monday (September 28) on BBC1.

GRAND TOUR: Broadcaster Paul Murton explores the glories of Mull

POSITIVE RESULT: Councillor Devon with Donnie Alloway, a pupil at 
Iona primary school

A DALMALLY-based inter-
national charity is providing 
emergency meals to thousands 
of people affected by the Ebola 
outbreak in Liberia amid food 
shortage reports. 

Mary’s Meals is delivering 
food aid to thousands of people  
- including patients infected by 
the deadly virus - following the 
launch of an emergency relief 
effort.

Under normal circumstances, 
Mary’s Meals reaches more than 
128,000 impoverished children 
across Liberia each day, attract-
ing them to the classroom with a 
nutritious meal in school. 

But the recent crisis has brought 
a temporary halt to the charity’s 
feeding programme in the coun-
try, with all schools now closed.

In order to make best use of 
its resources, expertise and 

in Liberia, the charity has now 
launched an emergency response 
to the Ebola outbreak by distrib-
uting food to children’s homes. 

Mary’s Meals is also react-
ing quickly to requests from 
health care workers to provide 
much-needed food aid to suspect-
ed Ebola sufferers. 

‘We have been working in Libe-
ria since 1997 at the height of the 
country’s hideous and terrifying 

EBOLA RELIEF: community volunteers in Liberia distributing food on 
behalf of Mary’s Meals

civil war,’ said Magnus Mac-
Farlane-Barrow, Mary’s Meals’ 
founder and chief executive. 

‘Today, we are determined to 
again provide continuity and 
potentially life-saving support, at 
a time when the communities we 
serve are facing, in Ebola, a truly 
frightening invisible enemy.

‘It is thanks to the generosity of 
our supporters around the world 
that Mary’s Meals can act quickly 
in times of crisis to provide vital 
food supplies to people in desper-
ate need.’

The state of emergency declared 
by Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf has led to the es-
tablishment of quarantined zones 
and the restriction of people’s 
movements. 

As a result, there have been 
widespread reports of soaring 
food prices, increased hunger and 
a general rise in food insecurity 
across the region.

At least 2,200 people infected 
with Ebola have died so far this 
year across Liberia, Guinea, 
Sierra Leone and Nigeria, with 
Liberia suffering the most hard-
ship by far. 

Founded in 2002, Mary’s Meals 
runs school feeding programmes 
in 12 countries – across Africa, 
Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin 
America and the Caribbean – and 
is now reaching 923,572 hungry 
children every day they attend 
school.

Argyll charity launches 
food mission to relieve 
stricken Ebola sufferers 

ARGYLL is enjoying an extended 

ed the driest and warmest start to 
September in 54 years.

While an average 203.5mm of 
rain is typically expected to fall 
in Argyll during September, the 

1 - 15) has seen just 4.3mm.

two per cent of the total expected 
rainfall during the month.

Across Scotland as a whole, 10 
per cent of September’s rain has 
fallen.

Argyll residents have basked in 
higher than normal temperatures 
as the average daytime tempera-
ture was recorded at 16.5 degrees 
celcius, 2.2 degrees up on the 
average for the month.

Dan Williams from the Met Of-

is literally chaotic, mathematical-
ly speaking, so there is nothing 
to suggest anything unusual is 
happening, or that October’s 
weather will be affected.

‘We have had a particularly dry 
spell of weather - this is the driest 
start to September across the UK 
since 1960 -  as high pressure has 
blocked the usual wind and rain 
which has moved to the north.’

The driest spell in 
54 years, says Met

Joint role picks up 
a £100,000 salary

Contracts placed 
for A82 roadworks

health and social care for the re-
gion will receive an annual salary 
of £100,000.
 The newly-created position of 

care services is a joint appoint-
ment by Argyll and Bute council 
and NHS Highland.

The post holder, who will be 
based in Lochgilphead from next 
month, will be responsible for a 
budget of £225 million.

The job description explains that 
one of the key tasks confronting 

with two chief executives from 
two different organisations.

A CONTRACT worth £370,000 
to carry out road improvements 
on the A82 between Tarbet and 
Inverarnan has been awarded by 
Transport Scotland.

The ground investigations 
contract went to Environmental 

work is programmed to start in 
October for nine weeks.

LEADER SAYS ADMINISTRATION IS ‘STRONG’

Tensions at Kilmory 
cause councillor exits

Developer proposes land swap deal

PLANS for a country park in 
Oban are taking shape after a 
pre-planning application was 
lodged.

If the scheme gets the go-ahead, 
the area behind Argyll College is 
all set to take on new lease of life.

Following in the footsteps of 
places such as the 30-metre-high 
Kelpies in Grangemouth, where 
an unused area becomes a focal 
point for tourism, it is hoped the 
development of a park will help to 
rejuvenate the town.

Developer Ian Dougall (pictured 
right) has put an offer on the table 
to Argyll and Bute council which 

would mean swapping the green 
space for the blaes football pitch 
at Glencruitten, where residential 
housing would be built. 

Mr Dougall, who bought the 

green space from Argyll and Bute 
council in 2012, said: ‘Replacing 
the blaes pitch and parking at 
Glencruitten, which for some time 
has offered little or no amenity 
for the wider community, with a 
new countryside park will allow 
the redevelopment of this special 
protection area (SPA).

‘The development proposal 
will increase and enhance the 
recreational amenity for the wider 
community without impacting on 
strained council budgets and make 
better use of both sites which are 
capable of offering more to the 
wider community. 

‘The proposed new Glenshellach 
countryside park can be viewed as 
physical conformation of council 
policy to improve the wellbeing 

of the people of Argyll and Bute 
and will also reinforce the local 
authority’s commitment to make 
Oban the destination of choice for 
new residents and visitors alike.’

Tom Evans, a fairground 
operator whose family has visited 
the area for more than 20 years, 
was concerned that he might not 

blaes was lost. Other organisations 
have expressed concerns about the 
lack of parking if the blaes pitch 
was to be re-zoned for housing. 

It is currently used for events 
such as sports matches, Highland 
games days or the annual 

Argyll and Bute council will 
assess the project over the coming 
weeks. 

POLITICAL instability is fuelling 
the public’s uncertainty in the future 
of Argyll and Bute council, say some 
councillors and the area’s MSP.

However, the council leader 
councillor Dick Walsh defended the 
current turbulence saying the ruling 
group was ‘strong and stable’.

In the last week, one SNP council-
lor has resigned from the authority, 
two members have left the admin-
istration, six Argyll and Bute for 
Change (ABC) have left the group, 
including the council leader, and vet-
eran Independent councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre has joined Argyll First.

And The Oban Times understands 

dence put forward at the full council 
meeting today (Thursday), leaving 
open the prospect of administrators 
coming in to run the council.

Matters within the ruling group 
came to a head on Monday morning 
when councillor Michael Breslin was 
ejected from a council meeting.

Councillor Breslin had previously 
refused to sign up to a document that 
he felt, would take away his rights as 
an individual councillor and would 
take away his ability to question de-

cisions of the council. He said: ‘The 
council administration is intrinsi-
cally unstable but this instability has 
been caused entirely by the actions of 
Dick and his cronies. 

‘They have created and nurtured 
that instability.’

Watching the whole scene, veteran 
councillor Bruce Marshall refused to 
back the decision to expel councillor 
Breslin and left the meeting. He was 
also thrown out of the ruling group.

‘The ejection of members was not 
on the agenda and the way in which 
Michael Breslin has been treated is 

disgraceful,’ councillor Marshall 
said. ‘Simply stated, no one should 
be treated like this.’

Mr Marshall went onto talk about 
the beleaguered mood within the 
administration.

Citing a report by Audit Scotland 

and behaviour of councillors, MSP 
for Argyll and Bute, Michael Russell 
said ‘nothing has changed’ within the 
council and, if anything, relation-
ships are at their ‘lowest ebb.’

He continued: ‘The much wanted 
change in the council has come to 

nothing. The council is paralysed at 
the moment and is not serving the 
area. This council is moving in only 
one direction.’

Defending the work of the council, 
councillor Walsh said: ‘The facts 
now are that for the past year, the 
majority of colleagues have rolled up 
their sleeves and got on with the job 
of restoring stability and security to 
the council.’

Asking members to put the people 

could be played by anyone who is 
neither willing nor able to make that 
commitment. 

‘Our administration is strong 
and stable, with solid commitment 
across the chamber to delivering 
progress. Individual changes within 
the administration will not affect its 
collective commitment and strength.’

local authority closely. 
A spokesman said: ‘In July there 

was still much work to be done by the 
council to secure required improve-
ments. A follow up report is due by 
the end of 2015 with particular focus 
on scrutiny, roles and relationships, 
and political management arrange-
ments.’

OUT: councillor Bruce Marshall REFUSED: councillor Michael Breslin
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Did you know that, with the correct boiler, 
you can receive money from the govern-
ment? 

With the Renewable Heating Incentive 
(RHI), you can do just that.

Both businesses and private individuals 
can take advantage of this, but how does it 
work? 

When you switch to a renewable heating 
system, such as a biomass boiler, and pass 
their audit thereof, the Department of Ener-
gy & Climate Change will make payments 
to your account quarterly, for seven years 
for domestic customers and twenty years for 
non- domestic customers.

I know, this sounds good, but surely it’s 
expensive? 

Although a new, state-of-the-art, boiler 

investment, as it will pay for itself in at least 
four ways over time.

First, the previously mentioned RHI: 
The government will give you quarterly 
payments over seven years for domestic 
and twenty years for non-domestic. That’s 
simple, right?

Second, the fact that biomass and other re-
newable fuels are cheaper than many fossil 

cheaper per kilowatt-hour than Liquid Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG), which is very common 
in rural areas, especially Argyll, and is, of 
course, much cheaper than using an electric 
boiler.

Third, the fact that biomass won’t get 
much more expensive over time: We all 

know that gas, and other fossil fuel prices, 
go up drastically every winter. Every year, 
when it starts to get cold, we see headlines 
about how, yet again, fuel prices have gone 
up radically. 

And, most excitingly, the fourth reason, 
that the Energy Saving Trust (Scotland), 
offers interest free loans, to cover up to 75% 
of the cost of the boiler and installation for 
domestic installations. This can allow you 
to use your savings on heating to pay for 
the boiler, meaning that you won’t be out of 
pocket right now.

According to Ofgem, the energy regula-
tor, biomass fuels are not victim to these 
ridiculous annual price hikes. The cost of 
biomass fuel has remained steady for years, 
and is projected to remain so, unlike the 
alternatives.

This is all very interesting, of course, but 
maybe it sounds complicated, and too much 
hassle?

Apparently not.
Will Currie, of Renewables Now, based at 

Barcaldine, has said,
“Many of our domestic customers are now 

of up to £4000, from the installation of bio-
mass boilers. Meeting the requirements for 

none of our clients have been denied their 
applications for RHI funding.” 

So, biomass, a renewable fuel source, is 

you seriously consider an environmentally 
friendly way to heat your home.

A Cheaper Way To Heat Your Home?

ADVERTORIAL

A DRIVER with ‘considerable' 
previous convictions for road 

week after admitting driving while 

Hugo Martins, 32, was stopped 
by police on the A85 in Connel not 
long after his release from Oban 
police station after being reported 
in the town’s George Street for 
driving when he appeared to be ‘off 
his face’ – but he was not drunk.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that when stopped again on 
June 12, he was unsteady on his 
feet and his car had considerable 
damage to it, including one tyre 
completely off its wheel.

He was taken back to Oban police 
station where a doctor said he was 

The court heard Martins, from 
Westblackhall Street, Greenock, 
had admitted taking valium and 
drinking the night before.

Jailing Martins for 145 days and 
disqualifying him from driving for 

said it was perhaps one of the ‘most 
serious’ such incidents he had dealt 
with for some time.

Drug-fuelled driver 
jailed for 145 days 

Dealer thrown out 
of association fl at

Police alert over 
telecom con call

Paint attack was 
random vandalism

Hotel chains still 
have eye on Oban

THERE is no place for drug 
dealers in West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) properties.

That was the stark warning after 
a man, who had been convicted for 
dealing drugs, was later evicted 
from his WHHA home.

Lesley McInnes, chief executive 
of WHHA, said: ‘We always 
believe that eviction is a last resort.  

‘Removing someone from their 
property is a very serious action 
with consequences both for the 
individual and their wider family 
group. 

‘However, we cannot tolerate 
actions that impact on other 
tenants or neighbours and if we 
cannot come to agreement about 
stopping behaviour then we have 
no alternative but to take serious 
action against the individuals.  

‘In this recent case we had no 
option but to seek eviction.’

A WARNING has been issued 
to BT customers by Oban police 
after a woman from the town was 
duped into giving out bank account 
details over the phone.

The woman received a phone 
call on Monday from someone 
claiming to be from the telecoms 
company, who said her phone 
charges were increasing and that 
she had to pay an extra charge of 
£3.

After receiving the bank details, 
the fraudster took a substantial 
sum of money from the account.

Inspector Julie McLeish has 
issued a warning to BT customers 
in the area to remain vigilant and 
never give out personal details over 
the phone.

She said: ‘In this situation the 
phone call was from a withheld 
number and the caller said to the 
victim she should have received 
a letter explaining the increased 
charges.

‘No one should provide any 
personal details or bank account 
information over the phone and it 

any caller if you are unsure.’
Oban police are investigating 

the crime in conjunction with the 
victim’s bank.

TWO BUSINESS premises were 

with red paint was thrown at the 
buildings.

The Light of India and Oban 
Soup Company in Stevenson 
Street, Oban, were not deliberately 
targeted, say police, and that the 
incident, which occurred overnight 
between Saturday and Sunday last 
week, was a result of  a random act 
of ‘reckless vandalism’.

Oban police inspector Julie 
McLeish said a man was seen 
throwing a plastic bag, which 
struck the properties. The man 
then ran off.

Inspector McLeish said: ‘We 
have spoken to a number of 
witnesses and enquiries are 
ongoing.’

PROGRESS is being made in 
securing sites for two major UK 
hotel chains.

Travelodge and Premier Inn have 
both said they want to come to 
Oban.  

It is understood that one contract 
may be signed soon.

Gregor King, of Black and King 
Surveyors and Valuers, said: ‘Plans 
for Harbour Bowl are progressing. 

‘When these are concluded, we 
will be in a position to discuss the 
contract with the potential client.’

REGISTRATION closes today (Thursday) for the 
Scottish Rural Parliament which is due to meet 
from November 6 to 8 in Oban.

The three-day event is expected to bring more 
than 400 people, mostly members of local com-
munity groups and organisations, from all over 
rural Scotland to the town. The business of the 
parliament will include visits to local projects, 
plenary sessions and workshops on key themes.

Register at www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/
event/scottish-rural-parliament/ 

Final roll-call for 
rural parliament

Estate wins grant
PLANS to take historic Castle Toward estate in 
Argyll into community ownership have been 
awarded £750,000 from the Scottish Land Fund.

The 143-acre estate, which includes a grade B 
listed baronial mansion house, is owned by Argyll 
and Bute council. 

South Cowal Community Development 
Company hopes to develop the site and create jobs. 

STAFF at the Peacocks shop within 
the Soroba Road Co-op in Oban have 
been told they will be made redundant 
when the building is closed down.

There are seven part-time workers 
and one full-time staff member at the 
store, which opened in March 2011.

As reported last week, German 
discount giant LIDL has bought 
the building from the Co-op, but is 
remaining tight-lipped about future 
plans, with rumours that it will be 
demolished and a bigger store built 
on the site.

A staff member for Peacocks, who 

that Peacocks, which is owned by the 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, will close 
on the same day as the Co-op.

The worker, who has been employed 
in the store since it opened, said: ‘If 
any other positions become available 
within Edinburgh Woollen Mill, we 
will be offered a transfer, but there’s 
nothing available locally. All the jobs 
that have been offered so far are in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, which is no 
use to me.

‘Although we are all disappointed, 
in my view it could be worse, as we 
have been given ten weeks notice.’

The staff member said that those 
who have been with the store more 
than two years would be offered 

redundancy, if they hadn’t found an-
other job by the time the store closes.

They continued: ‘Some of the staff 
are a bit sickened because they were 
told their hours were to be cut, then 

Staff say they’re on borrowed 
time following Co-op closure

all of a sudden they’re shutting the 
store. I think they could have waited 
until January to get the most from 
Christmas sales. 

‘It would have got rid of the stock 

here and in the Co-op, but obviously 
we’re bound by the decision of the 
Co-op.’

While the fate of the building is still 
uncertain with LIDL giving no more 

CLOSING DOWN? the Co-op building on Soroba Road that also houses the Peacocks store, owned by Edinburgh Woollen Mill

information, staff at the Peacocks 
store also said they were briefed 
to say the store was to be knocked 
down, and that surveyors had marked 
out areas in the car park to indicate 

where the new building would be 
positioned. At the time of going to 
press, Peacocks had not responded to 
questions put to them by The Oban 
Times about the future of the store.

Peacocks workers say 

they have been told 

that the Soroba Road 

store will close when 

German retail giant 

LIDL takes over the 

Co-operative site

RAISING CASH: fi refi ghters from Oban community fi re station raised more than £700 for charity at their annual car wash. The car wash, held 
on Saturday, saw more than 70 cars pass through the station for a quick scrub, with donations going to the Firefi ghters Charity. In total, 

£719.34 was raised through donations and associated Gift Aid 

A BATTLE for the future of a 
former Oban primary school will 
continue as disgruntled regional 

tion before the full council.
A councillor from Helensburgh, 

who did not want to be named, 
said the council’s decision to give 
a preferred bidder status to an 
Oban community group which 
has yet to draw up a business plan 
is ‘nonsense.’

The councillor was speaking 

about Argyll and Bute council's 
decision earlier in the month to 
allow Oban Communities Trust 
(OCT) to press ahead with plans 

building into a community arts 
hub.

Other offers on the table for 

37 social housing homes, an 
initiative brought forward by 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and backed 

by Oban community council. It is 
believed a number of councillors 
are keen to revisit the decision to 
assess the viability of the OCT 
bid sooner rather than later.

If OCT is unable to present a 
viable business case within six 
months, the building would need 
to go back onto the open market.

The councillor said: ‘Seventeen 
elderly people are being deprived 
of a home at the moment in Oban. 

‘As long as we are waiting to 

hear the outcome of the OCT 
business case, the money availa-
ble from ACHA will be spent on 
another project.’

ACHA had previously con-

sites for properties and was no 

In March, Argyll and Bute 
council gave £140,000 for a 
proposed arts academy and sub-
marine museum and community 
facility in Helensburgh.

 

More than just beautiful Seafood
Overlooking the harbour 

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant
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THE POIGNANCY of the death of 
former Argyll MP Iain MacCormick 
shocked many as it came the day 
following the referendum.

The former Oban high school his-
tory, economics and modern studies 
teacher passed away on Friday 
evening shortly after listening to, 
and being moved by, Alex Salmond’s 
resignation speech.

day of his life when he went to the 
polling station in Oban to vote Yes 
for an independent Scotland.

Iain Somerled MacDonald Mac-
Cormick’s forbearers came from the 
islands of Mull and Iona and it was 

came to Oban as a teacher.
As a child he spent many family 

holidays in the Ross of Mull and 

children: Angus, Duncan, Marion, 
Annabell and Susan, to the area.

Born on September 28, 1939 into an 

John MacCormick was a founder 
member of the SNP and his brother 
an eminent constitutional lawyer 
and SNP member of the European 
Parliament.

He attended Glasgow High School 
and Glasgow University.

Early on in his career, Iain had 
realised the necessity of the nation-
alists having their own media outlet 
and with others set up the Highland 

Nationalist newspaper in 1965/66 
- something he believed led to his 
election victory some 10 years or so 
later.

His eldest son Angus describes 
visits to Houses of Parliament 
with his father in the mid-1970s as 
‘fascinating.’ Angus, who attended 
school in Oban, said: ‘My dad would 

be talking to people like Tam Dalyell 
and Teddy Taylor the same kind way 
that he talked to everyone. My dad 
believed in working with people and 
building trust with them in order to 
achieve things.

‘He was incredibly proud of his 
service to the people of Argyll. He 
had a unique understanding of the 

NATIONALIST STALWART DIES AFTER POSTING YES VOTE

Argyll mourns former MP’s death

area and its people.’ Iain promoted 
incremental change in home rule for 
Scotland and it was probably this in 
conjunction with his left-of-centre 
ideological views that led him, in 
part, to becoming a founder member 
of the SDP (Scottish Democratic 
Party) in 1981. 

At that point he was out of govern-

ment and was looking at other jobs. 
He worked in France for a short time, 
and a second marriage came in 1987 
to Caroline Burnett - and dissolved 

Iain worked for British Telecom as 
a major account manager and was a 
trade consultant.

Five years ago, to the date of the 
referendum, Iain married Riona 
(nee MacInnes, also a former school 
teacher) and the two could often be 
seen together at social and political 

the Gaelic language.
Iain’s family and friends agree the 

return to Oban at the end of his life 
was one of the happiest for Iain. He 
was active in the Yes campaign and 
had rejoined the SNP some years 
previously.

Iain died aged 74 after an illness. 

children and eight grandchildren.
His funeral is in St Columba’s 

Cathedral today (Thursday) at 10am.

HAPPY TIMES:
Iain MacCormick’s family said his 
return to Oban in later life and 
his marriage to Riona were some 
of his happiest years.

THE MAJORITY of voters through-
out the west Highlands and islands 
got their wish last Friday when 
Scotland decided to remain part of 
the UK, write Euan Paterson and 
Emma Crichton.

The Scottish referendum vote in Ar-
gyll and Bute, Highland and Western 

the national result of 55 per cent in 
favour of rejecting independence 
and supporting the Better Together 
campaign to maintain the union.

Although there were contrasting 
emotions within the Yes and No 
camps following the result, both sides 
of the debate spoke of their pleasure 
that the turnouts in all three local 
authorities were among the highest in 
the country.

While the average voter turnout 
was 84 per cent, Argyll recorded a 

and Western Isles 87 and 86 per cent 
respectively.

In Argyll, there were variations 
between towns and between rural 
and urban areas. One ballot box in 
Oban showed a 62 per cent vote for 
Yes, while a large majority in Helens-
burgh is thought to have supported a 
No vote.  

Argyll and Bute’s Liberal Democrat 

MP Alan Reid, said: ‘I am pleased 
there was a vote within Argyll and 
Bute to stay part of the union but 
everyone must now work together 
to bring more powers to the Scottish 
Parliament.

‘It is important that devolution 
doesn’t stop at Holyrood and that 
more powers come to a local level.

‘There was a lot of visibility and 
noise from the Yes campaign but a lot 
of people told me they were worried 
about what would happen after a Yes 
vote but were not making their No 
vote public.

‘The silent majority had their say at 
the ballot box.’ 

Michael Russell, Argyll and Bute’s 
SNP MSP, said: ‘Over the last year or 
so - and particularly over the last few 
months - it has been a huge privilege 
to campaign across Argyll and Bute 
alongside so many dedicated, cou-
rageous, imaginative people. I have 
learnt much from it and I thank  all 
of you for the experience and the fun.

‘We set out as underdogs but we 
showed the world that the power of 
those who believe in a better society 
and a better country - the power of 
an idea -  is amazing and unstoppable 
when promoted positively and with 
energy. The early hours of Friday 

morning was bitterly disappointing 
for all of us. I know that in Argyll 
there is a lot of discussion taking 
place about how best to achieve 
our aim and, in talking to others, I 
have come to the conclusion that we 
urgently need to get together to think 

keeping the momentum going.’
One of the more surprising No re-

sults came in the Western Isles which 
is represented by an SNP member at 
Holyrood and Westminster. The SNP 
is also the best represented party with 
six councillors.

In Highland, Charles Kennedy, 
Liberal Democrat MSP for Ross, 

for the No campaign. He said: ‘I wel-
come the huge turnout and clear cut 
result - in the Highlands and across 
Scotland.

‘We will need to put the referendum 
differences behind us and work 
together for a common and agreed 
future. I’m more than ready to play 
my full part, for team Highlands and 
team Scotland.’

Dave Thompson, SNP MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch, said 
he accepted the result but was scep-
tical about the Westminster promise 
on further devolution for Scotland. 

He said: ‘I am already concerned that 
backsliding is taking place. This does 
not surprise me as they have fooled 
us before but I hope the many No 
voters who believed them are not too 
disappointed. This is not the end but 
the beginning of the next step on our 
way to govern ourselves.’

UK election to include 16 and 17 year 
old voters.

Shaun Finlayson, youth convener 
for the Highlands, said: ‘In my 
opinion, the true victory in this 
referendum was for young people. 
Never before has there been such 
involvement both in the Highlands 
and the rest of Scotland with 16 and 
17 year-olds.

RESULTS
Overall: No - 2,001,926, (55 per cent); 

Yes - 1,617,989 (45 per cent). Turnout - 
84.59 per cent

Argyll: No - 37,143 (58.52 per cent); Yes 
- 26,324, (41.48 per cent). Turnout - 88.21 
per cent of 72,002 electorate.

Highland: No 87,739 (52.92 per cent); 
Yes 78,069 (47.08 per cent). Turnout 87 
per cent of 190,778 electorate.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar: No 10,544 
(53.42 per cent); Yes 9,195 (46.58 per 
cent). Turnout 86.25 per cent of 22,908 
electorate.

ARGYLL and Bute MP Alan Reid 
admitted he was in favour of only 
English-based MPs voting for 
English laws.

The West Lothian question, 
which raises the issue of Scottish 
MPs voting on English-only 
issues, has come to the fore since 
the referendum and UKIP leader 
Nigel Farage has written to all 59 
Scottish constituency MPs to ask 
them to abstain on English votes in 
Parliament.

But Mr Reid says he hasn’t even 
seen the letter from Mr Farage 
and admits he has far more 
pressing matters in his inbox.

The Liberal Democrat MP said: 
‘I don’t think I have yet received 
the letter from Mr Farage but he 
is not a constituent, so he it is not a 
priority of mine.

‘I would be quite happy to leave 
English issues to the English-based 
MPs so I can have more time to 
deal with constituency issues.’

West Highlands remain 
united in support of UK

MOMENTS IN HISTORY: (clockwise)  Returning offi  cer Sally Louden  declares the vote; Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell refl ects on the verdict; while Better Together supporter Alan 
Reid MP savours the moment; and the army of counters work through the night to tally the votes

Argyll MP Reid tells 
UKIP leader, ‘you 
are not my priority’

ARGYLL and Bute council is 
holding a by-election for one coun-
cillor in the Oban North and Lorn 
ward on Thursday, October 23.

The election comes after the 
death of John MacGregor who was 
a councillor in the ward for just 
two weeks.

The ward includes the areas sur-
rounding Oban, from Kilmelford 
to Bridge of Orchy, and has an 
electorate of 8,000 people. 

Nominations have now closed 
with the following candidates, 
standing for election:

Kieron Green (Scottish Labour 
Party), Stephanie Irvine (Inde-
pendent), Iain Stewart MacLean 
(Scottish National Party) and 
Andrew Vennard (Scottish Con-
servative and Unionist). 

By-election to be 
held next month 

Conference on the 
lookout for empty 
home projects in 
Argyll and Bute

Worldwide  armed 
forces draw battle 
lines in Hebrides 
war games

‘Closure’ confusion 
on Connel Bridge
A SIGN indicating a false over-
night closure of the Connel Bridge 
has been causing confusion for 
the roads authorities as much as 
motorists.

The sign at the Creagan round-
about on the A828, indicating a 
closure of the bridge from 10pm to 
6am, has been in place for weeks.

However, BEAR Scotland, 
which is responsible for the trunk 
road, says it has no work scheduled 
there and plans to investigate why 
the sign has been erected.

A spokeswoman for the roads 
authority said: ‘We believe the 
signs are from historical works by 
external parties and will investi-
gate further and get them lifted as 
appropriate.’

THE SCOTTISH Empty Homes 
Partnership is scouring Argyll and 
Bute for empty homes to be hon-
oured at this year’s Empty Homes 
Conference.

The awards are a celebration of 
the best projects bringing empty 
homes back into use across Scot-
land and allow ideas, practices and 
experiences to be shared amongst 
those in attendance.

There are 23,000 long-term 
private sector empty homes 
in Scotland, many of which 
blight their local area, causing 
safety concerns for communities. 
Winners will be announced at the 
conference on Tuesday, November 
27 at the Grand Central Hotel in 
Glasgow. 

The Scottish Empty Homes 
Partnership is run by Shelter Scot-
land and funded by the Scottish 
Government. 

Graeme Brown, director for 
Shelter Scotland, said: ‘This year’s 
conference will showcase the 
innovative work happening across 
Scotland which really makes a dif-
ference to communities suffering 
with empty properties.

‘There are thousands of empty 
homes in Scotland and bringing 
them back to good use can provide 
local affordable housing and help 
regenerate local communities.  

‘It won’t solve the housing crisis 
on its own, but it can be part of the 
solution and makes sense not to 
waste the empty homes we already 
have.’

The nominations window for in-
dividuals, projects and colleagues 
is now open and will close on 
October 20, 2014. 

Applications can be made at: 
https://shelterscotland.wufoo.eu/
forms/scot t ish-empty-homes-
champion-of-the-year-awards/

Speeding biker 
fi ned £400
MOTORCYCLIST Stephen Mid-
dleton of Barons Hill Avenue, Lin-
lithgow, pleaded guilty by letter 
at Oban sheriff court last week to 
speeding at 87 mph on the A85 at 
Arrivain Farm, between Dalmally 
and Tyndrum, on July 13.

points added to his licence.

Cocaine fi nd after 
police search
A MAN has been found in 
possession of cocaine following a 

Oban’s Lunga Road. 

man when his behaviour caught 
their attention at around 8.50pm 
on Sunday.

MILITARY from 13 countries, 
including battleships and aircraft, 
will descend on the west High-
lands and islands.

Exercise Joint Warrior 142, a 
massive multi-national exercise on 
October 7, will involve 22 naval 

aircraft with many operating on 
the seas and in the skies around the 
Hebrides. 

Countries taking part in the 
maritime part of Joint Warrior 
are the UK, the United States, the 
Netherlands, France, Denmark, 
Norway, Spain, Germany, Lith-
uania, Belgium, Poland, Estonia 
and Latvia, with the US Navy’s 
Commander Destroyer Squadron 
26 assuming overall command of 
the task group.

The two-week long exercise 
provides all three of the UK 
Armed Services, and invited allied 
nations, with the opportunity to 

The Royal Navy said it has in-
formed relevant parties about GPS 
jamming exercises used during the 
exercise, although these would be 

Scotland the topic 
at Inveraray meet
A MEETING to discuss the 
future of Scotland will be held in 
Inveraray on October 5. 

In the wake of a decisive No vote 
in Argyll and Bute, MSP Michael 
Russell wants to meet with people 
to discuss the future.

He said: ‘There will be no formal 
agenda and no formal speeches - 
just a chance for us all to say what 
we want to happen and stretch out 

this going.’
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Open
Morning

Nursery, Junior and Senior School
Saturday 4th October 2014 
10am – 1pm

Join us at our Open Morning to discover life at Lomond.  
Register attendance by email or phone.

To find out more please call 01436 672 476 or email admissions@lomondschool.com

A CHAINSAW-wielding man has 
been told to carry out 100 hours 
of unpaid work in the community 
after pleading guilty to breaching 
the peace.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that Walter Johnstone, 45, 
had been seen at Ledaig caravan 
site, near Benderloch, ‘brandishing 
a chainsaw in an aggressive man-
ner’ near an occupied caravan.

Police arrived to see Johnstone 
revving the chainsaw above his 

minutes, before attempting to cut 
nearby trees.

When he saw the police, he turned 
the chainsaw off but appeared to be 

court heard.
Johnstone, of Whineford Avenue, 

Broxburn, defending himself, told 
the court his ex-partner lived in 
one of the caravans and he had 
been chopping down some trees 
near the caravan at her request.

He said: ‘It is an old saw and 
takes a long time to get warmed up. 
It was my intention at the time to 
trim down the trees. 

‘I was not wanting to hurt anyone 
with the chainsaw - I would never 
do that,’ he said, although he ad-
mitted he had been drinking.

He was also put on a supervision 
order by the court for nine months 
for alcohol counselling.

‘Warm-up’ routine 
with old chainsaw

100mph motorist 
banned by court

Biker put off  road 
for three months

A TAYNUILT driver has been 
banned from driving for four 

ting driving at 100 mph on the A85 
near Arrivain, between Dalmally 
and Tyndrum.

George Thomson, 65, of Airds 
Bay, was clocked by police fol-
lowing his car at speeds of up to 
100mph on the morning of March 
28.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that he was on his way to 
pick up his son for a hospital 
appointment and was late.

PLUMBER Andrew Burt, 49, 
from Stirling, was banned from 
driving for three months and 

last week after driving his bike at 
99mph on the A85 between Dal-
mally and Tyndrum on July 13.

STUDENTS and post-graduates at 
the Scottish Association of Marine 
Science recently celebrated their 
graduation from the University of the 
Highlands and Islands.

Five students graduated with a BSc 

a BSc (Hons) Marine Science with 
Arctic Studies, one with a Masters by 
Research and three with Doctorates.

Doug Allan, wildlife photographer 

this year’s vibrant keynote lecturer, 
who encouraged the graduates to 
follow their passions.

Other speakers were Professor 
Clive Mulholland (UHI Principal & 
Vice-Chancellor) and Professor Axel 
Miller (SAMS Acting Director).

Shona Magill, education co-ordi-
nator and the main organiser behind 

the graduation ceremony, said: ‘It is 
fantastic to see this group of new ma-
rine scientists embarking on the next 
chapter in their academic journey. 

‘Not only have they excelled aca-
demically, they have taken advantage 
of all the opportunities SAMS has 
been able to offer: taking part in 
research cruises and research pro-
jects, outreach activities, exchange 
opportunities to the Arctic, and of 
course being part of the wider SAMS 
community.’

Talking about the post-graduates, 
head of education Dr Lois Calder 
said: ‘The outcome of a PhD stu-
dentship is of course a piece of novel 
research. 

‘However, this pales into insig-

product of the changed individuals 

who emerge from their studies. 
‘This year, our graduating post-

graduate students are highly skilled, 
innovative and capable people who 
have experienced the joy and despair 
of self-generated research, learnt to 
overcome challenge and to be tena-
cious but open-minded. 

‘I am delighted to be celebrating the 
start of a new journey with them at 
their graduation ceremony.’

Music was provided by a piper of 
the Oban High School Pipe Band and 
the talented Helen McNeill, SAMS 

Celebrations lasted well into the 
night at a graduation ceilidh held in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls in 
Oban for students, lecturers, staff, 
and the proud families and friends of 
the graduating students.

HIGH SPIRITS: Post-graduate and under-graduate students celebrate at Dunstaff nage

Hats off to marine science 
students and post-graduates

A NEW text messaging service has been launched for 
tenants of Argyll Community Housing Association 
(ACHA).

Information on rent accounts can now be accessed 
by clients with mobile phones, including balances and 
call-back requests from the customer service centre.

Vivienne Kerr, IT manager of ACHA, said: ‘We want 
to give our tenants the widest choice possible when it 
comes to communication with us.’

Further developments are planned to improve 
communication between tenants and the association.

THE WINNER of the recent Oban Times/Wyvex Media 
Limited competition for a city break at Edinburgh’s 

A-Listed Assembly Rooms, was Hazel White of Upper 
Achintore, Fort William. 

upon her knowledge of the world of haute couture to 
answer the question: The designer label DKNY stands 
for what? 

The correct answer was: Donna Karan New York. 
Congratulations to Hazel White for her stylish entry.

ACHA launches new service

Five-year off er on 
Orchy schoolhouse

City break competition win

BID4 OBAN and Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club have worked 

Oban Motor-Fest.
Vehicle owners travelled from 

across Argyll, along with others from 
Aberdeen and Glasgow, for the day’s 

events on Sunday. As well as classic 
cars, which included two eye-catch-
ing Ferraris, there were two and 
three-wheeled vehicles and even an 
antique tractor on show at the event, 

The car which attained the most 
public votes for car of the show was 
a Ford Sierra Saphire Cosworth 4x4, 
owned by John and Rona Reid from 

Aberdeen, who were delighted with 
their prize of Love Oban Vouchers. 

Kevin Devine, of Oban Classic 
Vehicle Club, said: ‘This has been a 
good day out for all the car owners 
and it’s good to see people from plac-
es like Aberdeen and Strachur make 
the journey to Oban for the day.’

Neil MacKay, events and market-
ing manager for BID 4 Oban, said: 

‘Co-ordinating this event to be on the 
same day as the ‘Parrot’ memorial 

stadium proved an organisational 
good move with both events feeding 
of each other.

‘Motoring has been, and is, part of 
our everyday culture so by making 
the Love Oban Motor Fest bigger 

perfectly with Oban 2015 Year of 
Culture, that BIDS is promoting 
along with other national initiatives.’

Anyone who is interested in joining 
the Oban and District Classic Vehicle 
Club can call Kevin on 07747156660.

The club has stressed that those 
interested in joining don’t need to 
own a classic vehicle themselves, as 
long as they are a car enthusiast. 

LOUD AND PROUD: some of the classic cars on show at the Love Oban Motor-Fest which was held at Mossfi eld on Sunday                                                                                               Photo by Stephen Lawson

Classic sunny day out Oban for vintage cars

A RAINBOW trout farming compa-
ny is looking to increase the capacity, 

Loch Etive.
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd has 

applied to the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) to in-
crease the biomass at its Port na Mine 
site, opposite Bonawe quarry, from 
458 tonnes to 2,500 tonnes.

A planning application is awaiting 
validation by Argyll and Bute 
Council to expand the site, known 
as Etive 3, from 10 cages of 70m 
circumference to 16 pens of 80 me-
tres in circumference an include an 
automatic feeding barge.

Farming director Gideon Pringle 

farm terms: ‘We are trying to develop 
our operations at Loch Etive and by 

2,500 tonnes.’ 

sites on the loch, employing 22 full-
time staff, with a long-term aim of 

three sites the same size to allow for 
rotation. 

Clerk to Argyll and District Salmon 
Fisheries Board Craig MacIntyre 
said: ‘If Dawnfresh is looking to con-
solidate sites on the loch, then that 
would help to mitigate the increase in 
size. But we have still got concerns 
over containment.

‘From a positive point Dawnfresh 
would be replacing old equipment 

with new equipment and we would 
hope then the number of escapees 
would reduce, but there will be 

loch.’

the River Awe and Mr MacIntyre said 
rainbow trout, which are not native, 
had been caught on the river this 
summer.

Mr Pringle said that by law any sus-

pected escapees had to be reported to 
the Scottish government.

‘We did tear a net in the last few 
months during an operational proce-

He added that, while Dawnfresh 
had not been informed of or seen any 

been historical escapees - not neces-
sarily from Dawnfresh - and rainbow 

trout could live for a two-three years 
in the wild.

Ronnie Campbell of Bonawe, who 
operates a sea-angling business 
on Loch Etive, said the area being 
expanded into was one of his main 

years, is at capacity for the number of 
rainbow trout being farmed in it.

- whiting and mackerel particularly 

food, and suggested they were unable 
to digest it.

was 50 per cent of production costs, 
every effort was made to avoid wast-
ing it. ‘There is no feed down there; 
we have divers in every single week 
and  a mechanical uplift system in the 
cages.’ 

He said the cages formed an arti-

and that brought in mackerel to feed 
on the sprat but the mackerel did not 
hang about the cages.

an application had been received on 

August 18 from Dawnfresh Farming 
to vary the biomass level at its Port na 

ly in the process of determining the 
application,’ he said.

* Earlier this year Dawnfresh 
Farming received permission for 

Etive for 10, 80-metre circumference 
cages and a feed barge. Opposition 
group Friends of Loch Etive (FOLE) 
had raised a petition for a judicial 
review of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
decision to grant permission.

It wanted liability, which could 

of Session refused on the grounds 
that chairman Keith Macmillan, 
Muckairn, controlled and funded the 

because the other trustees were his 
daughter and an employee. 

FOLE has around 250 names of 
support but the court decided there 
was no way of knowing what re-
sources were available to them.  

FOLE will decide this week wheth-
er to continue with the review.

EXPANSION: Dawnfresh Farming has fi ve operational fi sh farm sites on Loch Etive but is looking to expand one

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

MARIAN MILLER
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

A COUNCIL property in Bridge 
of Orchy has been under offer for 

bidder wants to bring the former 
school house back into use.

The former Argyll and Bute 
council primary school and 
teacher’s accommodation occupies 
a prominent site on almost half an 
acre in the village.

Gail Gyi, a talent agent from 
Glasgow, wants to buy the house to 
provide accommodation for people 
walking the nearby West Highland 
Way. She said:  ‘I have been trying 
to rent or buy Bridge of Orchy 
primary school for three years.’

invited for the property.
A council spokeswoman said: 

‘The property is not presently on 
the market. The council is working 
to progress issues relating to the 
water supply which require to 
be resolved and a decision as to 
the future of the property will be 
taken shortly after. In the mean-
time anyone who wishes to buy 
the property should contact the 
council and they will be advised if 
or when the property is marketed.’
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THE FASCINATING supplement ‘Argyll looks back on war 
to end all wars’ included in The Oban Times of September 11, 
reminds us not only of the havoc and sadness The Great War 
brought to the Highlands and Islands, but is also a valuable 
record of how it was being reported. 

What is not so well known is the important role The Oban 
Times played in the 1914-18 war. The late Alan Cameron, whose 

consignments  of The Oban Times for distribution amongst the 
Highland regiments at the front. Special arrangements were 
made to ship them out weekly, with a request that as much local 
news as possible should be included. 

Nowadays Facebook and mobile telephones enable combat 
troops to keep in touch with their families on a regular basis 
but in those days the situation was entirely different. It is 

men in the trenches sick of the smell of battle, surrounded by 
death, illness and all the other horrors of war, to have news of 
their loved ones and home as the following poem written by 
a Highlander, George P McRae, and published in The Oban 
Times as hostilities were about to break out, well illustrates:

The Joy of Going Home
Oh! the joy of going home where the bonnie heather grows
And the tender, winsome breath of the hill-wind blows:
Oh! the joy of going home to the bonnie, bonnie glen
Where the happy days of old will forever come again!

Oh! the peace of going home where is heard the hushing sigh
Of the silent powers of dream that can never, never die;
Where the crooning song of night chants a wistful refrain,
And the happy days of old are forever born again!

Oh! the love of going home with a mother waiting there
In the lonely low-roofed cottage, where is heard her yearning 

prayer;
Where at eventide she pleadeth for her absent, wandering boy
To the Father that He’ll lead him to the haven of life’s joy!

Oh! the dream of going home to a mother’s heart to rest
And upon her loving bosom lay a weary soul distressed;
Oh the joy of going home where the world is incense sweet,
For there’s no place half so dear as that lonely hill retreat.

Many, of course, never made it home and lie in the war 
cemeteries of Europe often in unnamed graves, ‘Known only 
to God’. The future of many of their communities died with 
them and to a large extent so too did the Gaelic language and 
culture of that generation.

The Oban Times is full of engrossing reports and cameos of 

aeroplane ever seen in Acharacle was in 1915. It came in from 

thought by the locals to be spying for the Germans.
In August 1914 it was reported Charles D Rudd of 

Ardnamurchan had placed his 639-ton luxury steam yacht, 
the Mingary, at the disposal of the Admiralty to be used as a 
hospital ship. In October that same year the death was recorded 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, who was killed in action 
in France.

Two months later the Captain of Dunstaffnage, who was 
in a German prisoner of war camp, sent word home that the 
children attending Achaleven public school in Connel were 
to be supplied with cocoa and other items during the winter 
months at his expense as in former years. No school meals in 
these days!

In March the following year the deaths were recorded of two 

killed in France. He was a cousin and godson of Mrs Christian 
Cameron-Head of Inverailort and had spent a large part of 
his life in her house. He was the great grandson of Norman 
Macleod of Drynoch and last of Eileanreach on Skye who 
bred a distinctive strain of West Highland Terriers for hunting 
otters, wildcats and foxes.

CASUALTY: Allan Cameron of Lochiel killed in 1914

in October. 
The weekend of discussions, debates and  site visits will be 

held in the village hall between October 3 and 5 with a ceilidh 
on the Saturday night to mark the Reforesting Scotland annual 
gathering. 

The networking group organises yearly events for those who 

everyone is welcome. 
To attend this year’s annual gathering sign up at www.reforest-

ingscotland.org

wildlife on the island tonight (September 25). 
The event is part of a series of discussions and will focus on the 

rats of Rum.
Ecologist Sean Carlise is currently working on Rum studying 

the impact the animals could have on nearby colonies of seabirds. 
It is thought almost a quarter of the world’s population of the 

Manx shearwater seabird live on the Hebridean island and Sean 
Carlisle will be at the community hall from 8pm to explain results 
of his research. 

month, according to Constable Craig Murray.
While there had been higher-than-usual reports of possible 

council that often the cause is foreign visitors who have just 
picked up a hire car at the airport adjusting to the vehicle and 
the roads.

ing on September 8 that vehicle-activated speed warning signs 
from the western and southern parts of Crianlarich had been 
removed as part of the bypass works and a sign from the eastern 
part of the village for an unknown reason.

FUN AND GAMES: the new Ballachulish nursery pupils thought  
they were going bananas recently when their fruit delivery 
arrived from an unusually-dressed van driver

WINNERS: Banavie primary school pupils show off  the trophies and medals they won at this year’s 
agricultural shows. The children picked up prizes at the Lochaber, Kilmallie and Lochaber Rural Complex 
events 20_f39banavie01

classroom. 
Architect and parent Anna Wynne of Drumsyniebeg Farm will 

set off on foot from Fort William on Friday September 26, taking 

Through the night she intends to cross the Arrochar Alps at 

Anna recently had the route of her walk body-painted on her 
back by local artist Kristeen Ducat. 

She said: ‘I love the mountains around here, and this outdoor 
classroom will give the kids a chance to spend more time enjoying 
them. 

to raise money and make people aware of the project.’
The outdoor classroom is designed to serve as a multi-function-

al space, allowing children to play outdoors in poor weather and 

HELPING HAND: Margaret MacLean and Catherine Carswell from Oban Hospice visited the 1st Connel Brownies recently, to thank 
them for delivering their Light up a Life appeal leafl ets. Light up a Life is a series of special community events that take place around 
the UK during November and December each year, organised by independent hospices, to help families and friends come together 
to celebrate the lives of loved ones. The brownies enjoyed helping with the deliveries and are looking forward to doing them again 
in the future

JUNIORS reigned for a second 
year running at the eighth 

island produce show recently.
The future of gardening, 

baking, craft and crofting is 
safe on the island for many 
years to come if the youngsters 
who competed at the show 
on Saturday September 6 are 
anything to go by. 

After last year’s junior assault, 
the youth came out in strength to 
make sure everyone knew they 
were a force to be reckoned with.

The show exhibits weren’t the 
only thing the young people had 
to be proud of on Saturday.

The Croitear Òg Skiff, built by 
youngsters Conner Young, Jack 

MacDonald and community 
volunteers was also launched.

Named ‘Kisimul’ by 
Annie MacNeil and Eosaph 
Galbraith, the beautiful green 
and white boat was unveiled 
in Castlebay Square and then 
led down the street to the pier 

see the launch where Marion 
MacIntyre sprinkled the boat 
with whisky and sent her off 
on her maiden voyage with a 
younger team of Croitear Òg 
members on board. 

While the skiff excitement was 
happening down at the pier there 
was a more serious atmosphere 
in Castlebay community hall 
where the judging of 427 

77 child competitors was taking 
place. 

The golden girl this year was 

branch, recently held its annual sale in Seil 
Island Hall, Ellenabeich.  

the help of members, friends and the many 
supporters who attended. The money will 
be donated to forces charities. Stalls on 
the day included Erskine Hospital and 
Help4Heroes. Veterans champion for 

the points and winner of both 
the Macneil and Mrs Macneil 

Macneil junior points trophy.
Amy was also winner of 

the baking section, winning 
the Church of Scotland junior 
trophy and the Katie Dewar 
baking bowl.

For the second year running, 
Joanna MacNeil won both the 

junior trophy in the craft section. 
Two new young winners were 
Angus MacKinnon and Donald 
Francis Galbraith.

Angus won the Garadh 

for gardening, and Donald won 

section. 
After a gap of a year or so, Julie 

Corby won the garden section 
for the second time and after a 
blip last year Chris Denehy won 

by: Helen MacKinnon for her 
beautiful, colourful vase of 

MacNeil for her decorated cake; 
Chris Denehy for his seashore 
photo and Helen MacKenzie 
won the Hector MacNeil 
Coaches best in show for her 
painting of a ram.

The show organisers are 
extremely grateful to the 
many hours of time put in by 
volunteers to make the day a 
success, in preparation, during 
the show and after when tidying 
up. They would also like to 
thank the judges and sponsors 
for all their help.

Strathfi llan

Kyleakin

Lochgoilhead

BODY ART: Anna Wynne, with 
her painted back. Photo: Derek Prescott

experience lessons within the 
local landscape. 

The project is estimated at 

entirely from community 
contributions. 

said: ‘Our school community 
is growing rapidly and this 
outdoor classroom will give 
us a space where pupils can 
enjoy our special local land-
scape. We’re really grateful to 
anyone who can donate to the 
project.’ 

Anyone wishing to sponsor 
Anna and support the project 
can visit http://dsbeg.com/
walk to make a donation.

As the war went on and bandages and dressings became 
The 

Oban Times and other Highland newspapers for sphagnum 
moss. This moss, which is found in abundance on moors all 
over the Highlands, contains a natural antiseptic and other 

in Argyll was co-ordinated  by The Oban Times through a series 
of local, regional and national centres. Depots were established 
in almost every village in the Highlands and throughout the 
course of the war volunteers collected thousands of bags for 
shipment to the battle hospitals. 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

HEALER: Charles Rudd and family collecting moss

HELP: the Mingary which Charles Rudd of Ardnamurchan 
made available to the Admiralty in the Great War to use as a 
hospital ship

Barra and Vatersay

Marion MacIntyre pours whisky over Kisimul before the boat’s 
launch in Castlebay. 

Juniors reign supreme 
at annual produce show

FUNDRAISER: Piper Jim Robb with Royal 
British Legion president Richard Allan 
and chairman John Alexander

Easdale

TROPHIES: cousins Mairead MacNeil, Amy Friend and Roddy 
MacNeil, with some of their individual prizes from the Barra 
and Vatersay Island Produce show on September 6

Islay

has retired from working in the distillery after 47 years.
Willie MacKechnie left the distillery earlier this month when he 

After starting at the distillery in 1967, Willie worked his way 

stillhouse.
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Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his
Constituency Tour on the following date:-

Tuesday 30 September 2014
Bridge of Orchy - 9.30am - 10am

Dalmally - 11am - 11.30am
Lochawe - 12 noon - 12.30pm

Taynuilt - 1pm - 1.30pm
Benderloch - 3.30pm - 4pm

Connel - 4.30pm - 5pm
Dunbeg - 5.30pm - 6pm

Alan Reid MP
Constituency 

Tour
Meet your local MP

For an appointment please call 01369 704840

SOLUTIONS 
SCOTLAND

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DEBT & IS IT 
AFFECTING YOUR LIFE?
DO YOU FIND YOURSELF PAYING OUT MORE 
THAN YOU CAN AFFORD?
WORRIED ABOUT ANSWERING THE PHONE OR 
LETTERS FROM CREDITORS?
HAVE SHERIFF OFFICERS ARRESTED YOUR 
WAGES?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A DEBT FREE 
FUTURE  ON 0141-227-6773

SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR ADVISORS TODAY & RECEIVE 
A FACE TO FACE VISIT FREE OF CHARGE!
WE COULD USE GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION TO;
A. GET YOU DEBT FREE IN AS LITTLE AS 48 

MONTHS
B. PROTECT YOUR HOME & CAR
C. ONLY PAY WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

CALL TODAY......... SOLUTIONS SCOTLAND 
ON 0141-227-6773

Island subsidy call to 
reduce price of goods 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

WHEN ferry operator CalMac 
announced it was to implement the 
weighing of light goods vehicles 
to tackle illegal loads, there were 
concerns from island communities 
about the cost of goods increasing. 

The restrictions were applied 
on July 1 to vehicles classed as 
‘light goods vans’, which are those 
weighing less than 3.5 tonnes. The 
ferry company had discovered some 
of these had been overloaded and 
travelling on their ferries for years.

Almost three months on, members 
of three island communities served 
by CalMac spoke to The Oban 
Times about transporting goods to 
the islands.

The residents from Mull, Tiree 
and Islay were all in agreement that 
some form of subsidy was needed to 
support island businesses and resi-
dents, and felt that Road Equivalent 

island communities as was hoped.
Donald Gillies, 50, runs a small 

haulage business on Islay. 
He says that the restrictions for 

smaller vehicles have increased his 
prices, and this will be his last year 
transporting to the island as a result.

He said: ‘The price of fruit and veg 
will go up because smaller carriers 
who were supplying it have been 
curtailed, they’ll have to pass it on to 
the customer.

‘What they could transport in two 
van loads before will now take three, 
so that’s an extra £300 to factor into 
their costs.

‘There’s going to be an increase 
in costs unless people go to large 
hauliers and order pallets of stuff at 
a time.

‘I was looking at the pricing 
today and it’s not looking good, I’ve 
already had to implement a three per 
cent increase to two of my bigger 
suppliers and will be looking to do it 
again in October, and that’s just the 
start of it. 

‘This will be the last year I trans-
port stuff to the island.

‘At the moment it hasn’t been 
passed on to the customer but small-
er carriers will have to put prices up 
considerably.’

Donald said he felt that not enough 

had been done through discussions 
between CalMac, Transport Scot-
land and the island communities, 
noting that the short-term working 
group put in place for discussions 
when the weight restrictions were 
implemented did not include a 
smaller haulier from any of the 
islands.

He added: ‘I’m fed up of the 
bureaucracy of the whole situation. 
People think this is the government’s 
fault but it’s not, the lobbying groups 
are as much to blame as anyone.

‘It won’t turn into a crisis though, 
that’s just scaremongering. If costs 
increase, they increase but it won’t 
put people off the islands.

‘CalMac should set the pricing 
and the government should set the 
subsidy level.’

John Clayton, 69, is a retired 
agricultural consultant who helps to 
organise the Mull Rally, and agrees 

residents.
John, who moved to Mull in 2000, 

says he has noticed a steady rise in 
the cost of items on the island. 

He said: ‘Everybody is comment-
ing that the cost of services is going 
up on the island.

‘The smaller carriers have been hit 

hard and had to bear the brunt of this 
and pass it on to the customer.

‘Prices have crept up but somebody 
has to pay the bill. 

‘It does have serious repercussions 
for people who are living on the 
island.

‘Everything has crept up in the 
past few months, mostly stuff from 
the smaller carriers.

‘Any slight increase and everybody 
blames CalMac, and while they’re 
not totally blameless, the recent 
problems are only caused because 
they are applying the law.

‘RET has been ridiculous, it should 
help everybody, not just one section 
of society, but it is clearly only help-
ing tourists.

‘Of course we need tourists to 
come to the island but we need 
people to look after them.’

Ian Gillies is a retired councillor 
and land manager, and currently 
serves on Tiree community council.

He said that the community 
council had written to MSP Michael 
Russell because of concerns about a 
perceived lack of support from the 
Scottish Government on issues of 
supporting the transport needs of the 
island’s residents.

He said: ‘All goods and services, 

as well as the cost of running 
businesses on Tiree, are ultimately 
dependent upon a cost effective 
ferry and air service.

‘Prices of all commodities are 
inexorably rising on Tiree and also 
over a whole range of goods and 
services and anecdotal evidence 
suggests that the weekly Co-op 
shopping basket and the price of fuel 
has risen substantially over the last 
three months or so.

‘Tiree Community Council would 
like to see some thought given by 

the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) 
scheme, to recognise the fact while it 
provides a welcome boost to tourism 
on the islands, it has failed entirely 
to suppress freight and travel cost 
increases for island residents. 

‘Despite the Scottish Govern-

Public Service Obligation, (PSO), 
in the case of the Glasgow to Tiree 
air service, this support is not as 
effective as it potentially could be in 
reducing the costs of both living and 
doing business on Tiree.’

CalMac has previously said it had 
no other option but to impose the 
restrictions in order to adhere to the 
law.

COST INCREASE: Islanders say recently imposed restrictions on ferry fares are raising the cost of living

OFFICES 

CLOSED
3rd October 2014

Would our readers and advertisers 
please note that our Oban 

closed for one day on 

Friday 3rd October 2014.

open as usual 

from Monday 6th October.

Tel: 01631 568000

Email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk

From an advert placed in the 

recruitment section of The 

Oban Times we had more than 

50 responses from people 

interested in the post.

In the past we had never 

thought about newspaper 

advertising and have simply 

advertised on our own website 

and with other ‘free’ places.

This time, we have a full 

complement of potential staff 

to interview. They come from 

all over the UK and we are 

delighted with the response.

Also, a recent survey on where 

people get their information 

about the cinema showed that 

more than 75 per cent of our 

visitors hear about what is on 

from The Oban Times. We have 

70,000 ticket sales a year.

The team at 
Oban Phoenix Cinema

Dear Oban Times

People can’t 
go to their 
local police 
station when 
they need to”

FORT WILLIAM RESIDENT

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

CONCERNS have been raised over 
local policing in Lochaber following 
complaints that Fort William Police 
Station is often left unattended. 

A Fort William woman, who asked 
not be named, said she couldn’t be-
lieve it when she tried to hand in a lost 
car key on Saturday night to discover 
the Blar Mhor station was locked and 
empty, despite it being within the 
usual opening hours. 

She said: ‘I found a car key on 
Saturday evening and took it straight 
to the police station but there was no-
body there. I had to press a buzzer and 
speak to someone in what I think was 
a control room and they just asked me 
to come back in the morning because 
there was nobody there to speak to 
me. 

‘I can’t blame the police, they’re 
always on the High Street at the 
weekend when they’re needed but 
they’re obviously short staffed if they 
have to close up at 8pm on a Saturday. 
The station is supposed to be open 
until midnight but there wasn’t even a 
receptionist there. I’d rather they were 
out dealing with crimes, that’s their 
job, but it’s worrying that people can’t 
go to their local police station when 
they need to.’

Donald Campbell, area inspector 
for Lochaber, said they were not 
short staffed but he was reluctant to 

if reception staff were absent for any 
reason.

here to serve the community and 
if they need to be doing that I will 
have them out in the community, not 
manning a desk. 

‘There is a call box at the station 
which connects to a control room and 
if any appropriate concerns are raised 

HUNDREDS of friends and family gathered 
in a Fort William church to celebrate the 
graduation of West Highland College UHI 
students. 

A range of awards were presented to 
pupils at the ceremony in the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church on Friday and retiring 
assistant principal Georgia Morrison was 
honoured as mace bearer for the service. 

Almost 200 students from the college’s 10 
centres graduated and Dr Michael Foxley, 

chairman of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands further education regional board 
congratulated the success of students and 
staff. He said: ‘The future is very bright 
for students studying with West Highland 
College UHI as evidenced by the numbers of 
our students who go straight into employment 
after studying with us.

‘All of these students are part of the future 
of our region and we congratulate them on 
their achievements to date and encourage 

them in whatever they choose to do next.’ 
Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief executive 
of the college, told students at the ceremony: 
‘Students are at the heart of all we do. Their 
future success is our total focus and we as a 
college will be measured by their success.

‘Graduating today, you are not just 
successful academics, but active and 
contributing citizens who are equipped to 
work together to build a better and fairer 
society for all. Whatever you have decided 

to do next, always remember that you are 
individual, special and unique. What you 
have learned during your time at the college 

wish you the very best success in all that you 
do in going forward.’ 

Writer and journalist Muriel Gray was 
keynote speaker of the ceremony and 
encouraged graduates to ‘show the world how 
special they are’ before gathering the students 

ALMOST 700 Lochaber High School 
pupils took part in a fundraising hike, 
raising £7,000 for school funds and 
charity.  

The teenagers walked four miles 
from the school to the Lochaber Rural 
Complex at Torlundy, with the sixth 
years dressing up for the occasion last 
Wednesday.

Donald MacLean, deputy head at 
Lochaber high, organised the annual 
event and got into the spirit of the 
occasion by taking on the walk in a 
tiger suit despite the unusually warm 
September weather. Sixth year Stuart 

A STARGAZING event on Skye is 
expected to draw crowds from all 
over the UK next month.

Clan Donald Centre, Armadale, on 
October 25 will feature presentations 
from top astronomers and a pop up 
planetarium. The Muesum of the Isles 
will be open to show how sailors and 
explorers navigated by the stars.

A spokesman for Dark Skye said: 
‘During the evening all of our guest 
presenters will circulate and provide 
help with the hands-on star gazing.’ 

with. Like all things there has to be 
a priority system and that is at the 
discretion of control room staff and 

But it appears this situation is not 
uncommon as Andrew Baxter, High-
land councillor for the Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan area, said he re-
ceived a number of complaints during 
the summer about the police station 
being inaccessible. 

He said: ‘From what I can tell 
members of the public are concerned 
about a lack of civilian staff.  If police 

they should be doing that, I complete-
ly support it, but we shouldn’t be in a 
situation where people can’t go to the 
police station when they need to. 

‘Both local people and local police 

over the summer about it and it 
seems Police Scotland have allowed 
cut backs and now we don’t have the 
civilian staff that we need. As well as 
the local impact it’s sad that we mar-
ket ourselves as a tourist destination 

access local police if and when they 
might need them.’ 

Lochaber policing concerns

students, staff  and board members of West Highland College UHI gathered in Fort William for this year’s graduation ceremony

DOUBLE TAKE: Lochaber high school pupil Stuart Matheson dressed up as 
head teacher Jim Sutherland, right, for the annual hike

Complaints lodged 
over unattended  
Fort William station

Hundreds gather in Fort William to celebrate graduations 

Dark Skye group 
looks to the stars Matheson entertained his peers by 

dressing up as head teacher Jim 
Sutherland. 

Mr MacLean said: ‘After postpon-
ing our annual hike because of poor 
weather conditions last month, we 
couldn’t have asked for a better day 
for the event on Wednesday. 

‘The pupils were in great form and 
an enjoyable day out was had by all. 
Thanks to everybody who supported 
the hike, with special thanks to Isabel 
and Linda Campbell at the Rural 
Complex , Forestry Commission and 
the local police.’

School hike raises £7,000

NEWSDESK

01631 568000
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BOATBUILDING
CORPACH

C O M PA N Y
BOATBUILDING

CORPACH

C O M PA N Y
We are pleased to have supported Lochaber Hope 

Corpach Boatbuilding Co. Ltd., Fort William
Tel: 01397 772 861

www.scottishboatyard.co.uk
office@scottishboatyard.co.uk

An Aird, Fort William
Tel 01397 701861

• Confi dential Counselling
• Mentoring Service

• Personal Development Training
• Employment Assisted Programme

Most of the time, life ticks along and we cope, but 
all too often this is NOT the case.

Life is intense and often overwhelming, when 
depression or low self esteem kicks in issues appear 

insurmountable. 

Lochaber Hope offers Hope, we provide a service 
that supports Lochaber people to cope with a 

wide range of sensitive and personal issues.

EMAIL: INFO@LOCHABERHOPE.ORG.UK

TELEPHONE: 01397 705077

Lochaber Hope is a life skills, personal development and recovery 
project, open to the whole community. Support is available through 

confidential counselling, mentoring, employment programmes, 
personal development courses and drop in. 

To find out more call Alyson on 01397 705077 or email 
reception@lochaberhope.org.uk. 

www.lochaberhope.org.uk

Call in to see us above the Hub cafe, 
30 Fassifern Road, Fort William PH33 6QX

FORT William charity Lochaber Hope 
offers a vital emotional crutch for 
Lochaber people with a wide range 
of sensitive and personal issues.

The Life Skills and Personal Devel-
opment Service currently provides 

services to more than 300 people and have 

over the last nine years.
LH is based above the Hub cafe on Fassifern 

Road and is open to the whole community. They 

12 accredited mentors and a team of caring and 
sensitive staff who provide a safe and inspiring 
environment to enable people who are experi-
encing  vulnerable or crisis periods in their lives.  
Poor mental health, addiction, unemployment 
and depression are just some of the issues they 
deal with.

LH deliver a wide variety of personal develop-
ment training courses to individual groups  and 
in the workplace , including effective communi-

and referring, personal development as well 
as CV and interview techniques and helping 
unemployed people back into work.

They are currently organising a fundraiser on 
October 31, ‘Jailing Lochaber Bosses’. 

Staff  of Lochaber businesses are nominating 
their employers to be ‘jailed’ until bail is raised. 
It is expected to create lots of fun at work during 

October to raise funds and to raise awareness 
of the employer engagement, in both the 
recruitment and the counselling service in the 
workplace

 Long-term absence is costly to employers and 
staff and once an employee has been absent 
for six weeks, the chances of a return to work 
are halved.

Over half of all absent employees have been 
off work for more than six weeks, as feelings of 
isolation, depression and anxiety about going 
back often becoming more debilitating than 
the original reason for absence.  Workplace 
counselling can help nip problems in the bud, 
and reduce absenteeism and presenteeism, 
where staff are present but not as productive 
as they could be because of personal or work 
related problems.  Dealing with problems at an 
early stage can often prevent it escalating into 
absences. Over half the people LH has worked 
with said they are scared to tell their boss that 
they are not coping, there is often a sense of 
shame attached to not coping and this in itself 
can quickly develop into low self esteem and 

communication and getting help at an early 
stage.

or to support us and nominate your Boss to be 
Jailed: alyson.smith@lochaberhope.org.uk, 
01397 705077.

inspiring growth
building futures for all
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Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui are scheduled to 
take place each night from Tuesday 30th 

September to Friday 10th October 

2014.

The road will close at 2200hrs and re-

open each day at 0600hrs. The A82 

will remain open either side of the 

closure.

Diversion routes between these hours will 
be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, A819 
and A85, and southbound via the A85 at 
Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

Closures can be subject to change, 
therefore please refer to the Transport 
Scotland website for the latest information:

http://www.transportscotland.gov.

uk/project/a82-pulpit-rock

A82 overnight 
closures

POLICE in Fort William are 
investigating a number of acts of 
vandalism in the area and are keen 
to speak to anyone with information 
regarding the following incidents: 

The bonnets and body panels of 
a number of vehicles in Ross Place 
were scratched during the early hours 
on September 15. 

Street were removed and thrown to 
the ground at 1.15am on September 
19. A number of youths were believed 
to be in the area at the time. 

The door of a house in Camanachd 
Crescent was spray-painted blue on 
the night of September 18. 

Police are also investigating the 
theft of money from a camping 
ground in Kilchoan on September 15. 

A total of £200 in coins was stolen 
from cash boxes in a block of showers 
intended for use by campers and 
visitors. The boxes were forced open. 

Anyone with information on any 
of these incidents is asked to contact 
Police Scotland by calling 101 or the 
Crimestoppers anonymous line on 
0800 555111. 

WESTERN Isles residents are being 
warned about a phone scam operating 
in the area. 

Police Scotland and the area’s 
trading standards service said some 
people have already lost money in the 
scheme, which involves a cold caller 
posing as a bank employee asking to 
check personal details. 

A trading standards spokesman 
said: ‘Unfortunately, some consumers 
in our area have lost money as a result 
of this crime. People should never 
divulge any personal information 
to anyone who calls them out of the 
blue, no matter who they say they are.  
Reputable businesses never operate 
in this manner. If using the phone 
after receiving such a phone call, 
consumers should ensure that they 
hear the dialling tone before dialling 
the number.’ 

Anyone wishing to provide 
information or seek advice on this, or 
any other scam, can contact trading 
standards on 01851 822694 or Police 
Scotland on 101.

VOLUNTEERS in Lochaber made 
the most of the weekend’s warm 
weather to carry out ‘much-
needed’ improvement work on the 
path to Ben Nevis. 

Helped by members of the area’s 
athletic club, Friends of Nevis 
members tidied the path, cleaned 
water bars and cleared litter from 
the Achintee area. 

Joy Biggin of Friends of Nevis 
said: ‘Volunteers took advantage 
of the lovely weather to work hard 
over the weekend. 

‘We cleared a huge amount of 
litter along the riverside. It’s very 
disappointing that those who 
obviously enjoy gathering in these 
lovely spots leave such a mess 
behind them.’

upgrade of their local food store. 
The Station Road Co-operative re-opens 

today (Thursday) following a £428,000 

bakery, self-service tills and a wider range 

of fresh and frozen food.  Marc Ross, 
store manager, said: ‘I’m excited about 
welcoming shoppers into the new store. 
The transformation will be amazing and 
I’m sure our customers will enjoy shopping 
in the new environment.’

MOVES to secure new affordable 
housing in a north Skye community 
have been backed by the area’s MSP 
and MP.

A major report commissioned 

published by Highland small 
communities housing trust has 
pinpointed the need for housing in 
the area as 18 per cent of properties 
are now holiday homes, compared 
to the Highland average of 5.7 per 
cent. 

The last affordable homes were 

There is concern locally that 
major housing developments 
have since been concentrated in 
larger settlements like Portree and 
Broadford, while the primary school 
roll has halved in recent years.

Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: ‘I am 
supportive of initiatives that will 
ease housing shortages. Therefore, 
I think discussing ideas about how 
that might happen in practice is a 
welcome move and I look forward to 
hearing more from the community 
trust on the matter.’

It is thought the demand for houses 
could be set to increase further as 
the trust is working in partnership 
with Skye Sea Harvest Company to 
develop a seafood processing plant 
at the local harbour which could 
create more than 40 jobs. 

Charles Kennedy, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, said the prospect 
of permanent jobs was ‘more than 
welcome’ but there must be housing 
available to accommodate it. 

He added: ‘There is a lot to be 
positive about, however, we must 

demand for housing. To maximise 
the potential of new jobs and 
maintain the spirit of the local 
community we must ensure the 
potential workforce is not restricted 
because of a housing shortage.’ 

at the end of this month to discuss 
the report’s recommendations. 

AN ARDNAMURCHAN rider is 
celebrating a successful summer after she 
was reunited with her much-loved horse 
following a three-year split. 

Jane Sturrock and her Welsh Cob 
rescue horse spent seven years travelling 
the country winning prizes at various 
agricultural shows but Ms Sturrock was 
devastated when a change in circumstances 
meant she had to re-home 19-year-old 
Follie in 2011. 

She said: ‘Follie was rescued from the 
Welsh hills by the International League for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Horses [now 
known as World Horse Welfare] and I was 
asked to take her on from people I know on 
Uist. She did exceptionally well in shows 
from Oban to Glasgow and that’s why it 

was so heartbreaking to give her up. After 
three long years I got her back in March 
this year and after three years of intense 
training she was ready to be shown again.’ 

The hard work paid off as Follie won 
overall horse champion at the Sunart 
and District  Agricultural Show and two 

moorland category of Lochaber Show, both 
held in August this year. 

Ms Sturrock said: ‘I was delighted at 
how well she did this year, especially since 
Sunart and Lochaber were the only shows 
I entered. I was hoping to go to more but 
since I only got Follie back in March I 
didn’t have the right transport in place. 
Thankfully I’ve got a trailer now and I 
hope to enter her in many more next year.’

directing masters course in Edinburgh. 
Gordon Napier, right, from Banavie, recently wrote 

Tide, starring Scottish actor 
Gary Lewis, and was one of just three Prince William 
Scholarship winners in Scotland. 

Warner Bros, the 30-year-old will receive one-on-one 
mentoring from BAFTA members and award-winners. 

Mr Napier said: ‘It is a genuine honour to be awarded 

something as prestigious as BAFTA’s Prince William 

renewed faith in my abilities that BAFTA and Warner 
Bros have recognised and wish to support my efforts at 
this crucial stage in my career.  

‘I was at real risk of not being able to complete my 
course which would have undoubtedly held me back in 
my career. However, this scholarship has made a massive 
impact on my life by enabling me to forge ahead and not 
lose the critical momentum I’ve built up over these last 

for.’

CLEAN-UP: Friends of Nevis volunteers worked on the Ben Nevis path at the weekend

New affordable homes 
a ‘much-needed’ boost
NEW AFFORDABLE housing 
in Lochaber has been welcomed 
by communities, with one local 
councillor calling it a ‘much-needed 
boost’.  

The building of new homes in 
Fort William and Strontian will 
be underway by the end of this 

earmarked for Caol and Kilchoan the 
following year, Lochaber Housing 

Association (LHA) announced this 
week.  Highland councillor and 
leader of Lochaber area committee 
Thomas MacLennan said: ‘I welcome 
new houses in Lochaber, particularly 
in the more remote areas where it 
will be a much-needed boost. There 
are just under 700 people on the 
waiting list for housing in Lochaber 
alone so this will be great for them. 
Highland Council is also embarking 
on a project to build new houses in the 
area to further address the problem.’ 

Of the 37 houses, 31 will be rented 
properties and the remaining six 

will be available to buy as part of a 
shared equity scheme. This comes 

year period when the association 
was unable to provide housing but 
the project was made possible with 
funding from the Scottish government 
and Royal Bank of Scotland alongside 
a new partnership agreement 
between LHA and the Highlands 
Small Communities Housing Trust 
(HSCHT).  Di Alexander, chairman 
of LHA, announced the development 
at the group’s annual general meeting 
last week.  He said: ‘The encouraging 

period which forced the association 

building new houses. Since last 
year, the association’s board and 
management team have been working 
hard to establish a viable means of 
getting new build, affordable housing 
going again in Lochaber. 

‘These efforts have resulted, I’m 
delighted to say, in a new build 
development programme, albeit on 
a modest scale, in partnership with 
HSCHT.’

Alan Thomson of Sunart 

community council welcomed the 
new housing in Strontian. He said: 
‘Affordable housing in any area of 
Lochaber is more than welcome 
but Strontian, in particular, is short 
of housing, especially affordable 

of it.’ 
Neil Clark, chairman of Fort 

William community council, echoed 
the positive response. He said: ‘This 

long time, positive things are starting 
to happen in Fort William and I’m 
delighted about it.’ 

SUCCESSFUL SUMMER: Jane Sturrock with prizewinning Follie at Sunart and District 
Agricultural Show 20_f39horse01

Housing 
talks 
welcomed 

Fort William police 
seek town vandals

Bank phone scam 
warning issued

Horse and rider back in winning 
stride after three-year separation

Doors open on re-vamped store

staff of Ardnamurchan high school are celebrating 
the success of their pupils. 

The annual award for academic achievement, 
sponsored by Lochaber Housing Association, 
went to Jamie Begg and Isabelle Tilling for their 
impressive exam results this year. 

Jamie has started his sixth year at school after 

primary teaching at university after receiving the 
honour for her two advanced higher and two higher 
As. 

For wider achievement, Shanine Gallagher who 
achieved four Highers in sixth year, has gone on 
to excel in music and performance and was chosen 
to open the main stage at the Tiree music festival 
this year. Christopher Millar-Craig, head teacher at 
Ardnamurchan High School, said: ‘Congratulations 
to all our young people for their achievements 
in this year’s exams. I am very pleased with the 

of results meeting or exceeding target grades.’ 

UNIVERSITY: Isabelle Tilling

GREAT RESULTS: Jamie Begg 

High school pupils 
make the grade

Volunteers 
clean-up          
Ben     
Nevis path

Argyll and Bute's SNP group 

loses seventh member
A SEVENTH member of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) has resigned from 
its political grouping in Argyll and Bute 
council.

The latest resignation means the once 
13-strong political group has more than 
halved in number.  

Councillor John Semple, a former 
deputy leader of the council announced 
his resignation to other members at the 
referendum count in Lochgilphead last 
Thursday.

John told followers on Facebook, that he 
had ‘been thinking about it for a while, 
nothing ominous in the decision, just that 
the time for me is right to be moving on, 
seven and a half years is long enough’.

Our the last two and a half years since 
the group has eroded to just six council-
lors- Sandy Taylor, Gordon Blair, Anne 
Horn, Isobel Strong, Richard Trail and 
James Robb.

The group went from leading the council 
under Roddy McCuish and James Robb to 
being the underdogs in the opposition.

Mr Semple follows in the footsteps of 
Louise Glen-Lee who cited ‘personal 
reasons’ and Fred Hall, a former chief 
inspector, who claimed Scottish govern-
ment plans for law reform had instigated 
his resignation.

Four members of the group resigned 
from the SNP but did not stand down 
from the council: Michael Breslin, Robert 
MacIntyre, Roddy McCuish and Mary-
Jean Devon.

While party insiders claim there is 
no one reason for the resignations, it is 
believed that the tensions felt around the 
time of investigations into the conduct of 
councillors and members relationships 
brought to bear extreme pressure on ward 
members.

Former council leader, Helensburgh 
Central SNP member, James Robb said: 
I am disappointed that John Semple has 
resigned for he was a very able councillor 
and a real champion for Campbeltown and 
Kintyre.

’The three honourable resignations of 
SNP councillors are regrettable but each 
had their own personal reasons which 
everyone will accept. 

cillors defecting to other political groups 
without re-testing the support of their 
electorate.’

SNP group leader Sandy Taylor said 
he hoped that two-fold increase in the 
membership of the party nationally would 

future. 
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Across
1 One who gives a spiritual cleansing (7)
5 Small punctuation (5)
8 Beast world (6,7)
9 Choose (3)
10 Pain relief (9)
12 Somewhere to hire (6)
13 Casts out (6)
15 Rubbish (9)
16 Also (3)
18 What makes us what we are! (5,3,5)
20 Timid person (5)
21 Offspring of a spouse (7)

Down
1 Boys comic party? (5)
2 Where this paper has come from! (8,5)
3 Make believe (9)
4 Begin (4-2)
5 Possible (3)
6 Alterations (13)
7 Nuts (7)
11 Able to be cancelled (9)
12 They are not worth the money (3-4)
14 Happenings (6)
17 Ancient (5)
19 Cow feed (3)

UILL THA an co-dhùnadh mòr dèanta agus chan iongnadh 
tàmailt a bhith air mòran de shluagh na dùthcha! Tha mi glè 
thoilichte gun do nochd na ceannardan iomairt air fad, agus gu 
sgiobalta, rùn airson co-obrachadh ùr gun sgeig neo dìmeas agus 
bidh sinn beò an dòchas gun gabhar an comhairle.  

Ged nach do bhuannaich an iomairt airson neo-eisimeileachd, 
nochd còrr air millean agus sia ceud mìle neach rùn airson 
atharrachadh ann an structair riaghlaidh Alba. ’S fhada bho 
thòisich an deasbad agus thar an dà bhliadhna a chaidh dh’fhàs 
iomadach neach searbh dhe bhith ag èisteachd ri luchd-iomairt a’ 
slaiceadh a chèile feadh nam meadhanan. Cha b’ iongnadh ged 
a bhiodh mòran ag ràdh nach robh iad a’ faotainn dealbh shoil-
leir bho thaobh seach taobh air na bhathas a’ gealltainn, leis a’ 
smùid-grèisidh phoilitigeach a bha dol gun sgur. Nach bu mhath 
gum biodh faothachadh a-nise is co-dhùnadh dèanta? Saoilidh 
mi nach ann mar sin a bhitheas, gu mì-fhortanach, oir chan eil 
nàdar poilitigs dol a dh’atharrachadh am Breatann an-dràsta a 
dh’aindeoin an tachartais eachdraidheil seo ann an Alba.  

Ach tha atharraichean dol a thighinn! Chaidh iad sin a ghe-
alltainn ann an dòigh cho poblach ’s nach gabh iad àicheadh.  
Dhearbh toradh an reifreann gun do chreid mòran agus cha 
bhuidhe dha na partaidhean mòra a-nise mur a coilean iad an 
cuid gheallaidhean! Tha e inntinneach fhaicinn mar a tha seo a’ 
dùsgadh eas-aonta taobh a-staigh nam partaidhean sin mar-thà, 
a’ dearbhadh nach robh ’s dòcha cus conaltraidh ro-làimh mu na 
chaidh a thairgsinn aig a’ mhionaid mu dheireadh gus daoine 
a thàladh air falbh bho rùn airson neo-eisimeileachd dha Alba. 
Tha beachd aig cuid gur e chaidh ceàrr dhan iomairt aig Ailig 
Salmond gun do ghluais cùisean na bu luaithe na bha dùil aige 
nuair a bhuannaich e an taghadh airson Pàrlamaid na h-Alba. ’S 
e bha san amharc aige, tha iad seo ag ràdh, gum biodh mòran 
a bharrachd cumhachd air tighinn gu Dùn Èideann mun robh 
taghadh bheachd air tachairt. 

Co-dhiù tha sin fìor gus nach eil, tha gu cinnteach dùbhlan aig 
na partaidhean mòra nàiseanta a-nise is acasan ri ceumannan a 
choileanadh a tha cho doirbh ’s gun saoiliste nach robh dùil aca 
riamh gun tigeadh an t- uallach sin orra!  

Thuirt iad gun robh iad ag èisteachd ri muinntir Alba! Tha 
beachd an t-sluaigh seo a-nise a’ crathadh bun-reachd Bhreat-
ainn! 

IT WAS widely recognised that the referendum would have a 
lasting impact on Scotland, and while the ‘yes’ campaign did not 
succeed the 1.6 million voters who supported them cannot be 
ignored.

At the last minute the unionist parties announced they were 
listening and responding to the aspirations of the Scottish people. 

they must deliver! 
Watching some initial reactions from within these parties, one 

wonders how much thought was given to the wider constitutional 
implications of the apparently hastily agreed courtship vows.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Historic 

Kingairloch 

building 
Sir
I was interested to read the 
reference in last week’s Oban 
Times to the late John Yeoman, 
founder of the Glensanda 
Quarry, in connection with 
the application to demolish the 
historic 18th century manse and 
former school at Kingairloch.

I had the pleasure of working 
closely with the Yeoman family 

area in 1981. John Yeoman told 
me that if he ever managed to 
buy Kingairloch Estate from the 
Strutt family who had owned it 
since 1902, he would put it back 
as it was in its hey-day. 

His plan, which he discussed 
with me many times, was to 
recreate a model estate  that 
would be a credit to the 
Highlands and to use it to 
entertain potential overseas 
quarry customers. 

He was insistent there should 
be a vibrant community at 

20 or so cottages with Glensanda 
quarry men, estate workers and 
their wives and families on a 
permanent basis.  

He planned to rebuild 
Kingairloch House and to 
persuade the Highland Council 
to reopen the primary school, 
now under threat. 

He  also intended approaching 
the postal authorities to re 

had been in existence since 1867. 
There was certainly never any 
talk about holiday cottages.

He spoke of having a herd 
of pedigree Highland cattle, 
building up the red deer 
population and enhancing 

rivers and hill lochs. There 
was even a plan to open a co-
operative shop on the estate 
and to construct a small runway 
for visiting executive planes. 
Sadly Mr Yeoman died before 
his family was able to acquire 
the place and his plans came to 
nothing.

John Yeoman was genuinely 
interested in the social history of 
Kingairloch and its built heritage 
which he encouraged me to 
research and record. He admired 
Robert Louis Stevenson and was 
passionate about the Stevenson 
family lighthouses which he and 
I used to visit in his motor yacht, 
the Rose of Devon. 

I am quite sure if he was alive 
today he would not have even 
considered the demolition of 
a building which features so 
prominently in Stevenson’s 
most famous novel. More likely 
he would have restored it as a 
museum and visitor centre.
Iain Thornber, Knock House, 
Morvern.

Family breathing 

life into 

community
Sir, 
I am glad The Oban Times 
has added some balance to the 
arguments over Susan Larson’s 
application to demolish the 
old school at Kingairloch and 
replace it with a sympathetic 
new building.

Since the turn of the 
millennium, the Yeoman 
family has been tastefully 

restoring many properties on the 

the Boathouse Restaurant. 
This is resulting in new life 

being breathed into a dormant 
economy creating a popular 
destination for people from all 
over Lochaber and Appin which 
is easily reached by sea.

The stalking and venison 
businesses are popular. I’m 
sure that Susan Larson would 
be open to suggestions to 
mark the schoolhouse’s role 
on the Stevenson Way in an 
appropriate form. 

The Yeoman family has a good 
track record in restoring The 
Maiden Castle at Glensanda as 
well as Glensanda House, quite 
apart from everything else their 
vision has donated to the whole 
area.

To portray them as asset 
stripping absentee landowners is 
disengenious and quite insulting 
to a family that has done more 
for the Lorn and Lochaber 
communities than any other I 
can recall.
Iain McNicol, Dunvegan
Port Appin.

Onich man’s idea to 

have ‘tomb to the 

unknown warrier’
Sir,
Your recent pages on WW1 were 
most interesting.  

Your readers may also like to 
know that the idea of having a 
‘tomb to the unknown warrior’ 
was the brainchild of an Onich 
man, the Rev David Railton.   

He was an Army padre during 
the war and his inspiration led 
to an unknown British soldier 
being buried amid enormous 
ceremony in Westminster Abbey 
at 11am on November 11 1920.  

France also buried one of her 
own on the same day, having 
been inspired too by Railton’s 
idea.  The rest is history.  

Just before the Queen’s 
Coronation, David Railton 
dropped in to see us at Corran 
House and was excited to have 
received an invitation to a 
ringside seat - all because of his 
idea of the ‘unknown warrior’.

Christopher Paine, Bucks.

Excellent  

initiative
Sir,
In a recent article in The Oban 
Times, there was a reference to a 
‘new service delivery model for 
amenity services’ by Argyll and 
Bute Council.  

The aim seems to be to 
work with voluntary bodies 
and others, jointly to provide 
services.

This is an excellent initiative 
by the council, especially as the 
council covers such a wide and 
diverse area.  

An early example is 
the servicing of public toilets, 
whereby the council keeps the 
toilets in good working order 
and volunteers look after the day 
to day operation. 

Others areas I can see include 
the maintenance of children’s 
play areas and cemeteries, where 
local people could oversee 
their day to day safety and 
maintenance.

I hope the new council policy 
includes community councils 
where council staff could be 
seconded to the community 
council along with a budget and 
the community council decides 

on the work schedule of the staff.
The new policy would be 

islands, where community 
councils spend a lot of time 
writing letters to Lochgilphead, 
and Argyll and Bute wasting a 
lot of time and money writing 
back.  Nor is there any reason 
why, under this policy,  Oban 
community council could not 
take on more responsibility for 
minor works around the town.
David Pollard, Salen, Isle of 
Mull.

Give Mull residents 

the full benefi ts 
Sir,
Why is SNP government only 
intending to impose a derisory 
version of the Road Equivalent 
Tariff (RET) when Isle of Mull 
residents have been instrumental 
in building up the tourism 
industry to make the Isle of Mull 
ferries operated by Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) the most 

I can understand that 
government wouldn’t want to 
lose the revenue it currently gets 
from tourism but surely it should 
be offering the full RET to all 
Isle of Mull residents and those 
carriers in Oban that supply the 
island with its vital needs. After 
all, the ferries were introduced 
as lifeline services for the islands 
not as tourism business.

The isle of Mull currently has 
a concessionary travel scheme 
for pensioners so it would take 
an awful lot reorganisation for 
this to be extended to include 
all residents of the isle of Mull 
and give them the full RET 
as it is described in Transport 
Scotland’s website and still 
retain the revenue that comes 
from the tourism industry.

If the SNP government isn’t 
to be seen to be doing what it 
is currently accusing the UK 
Government of doing then it 
should be living up to its recent 
pledges and making the isle of 
Mull part of its ‘fairer society’ 
policy.
Pete Pinnington, Dervaig, Isle 
of Mull.

Bravo CalMac
Sir,
My husband Max sustained 
broken ribs following a cycling 
mishap on Mull at Haunn 
overlooking the Treshnish Isles 
at 6pm on Thursday. 

We would like to thank the 
Caledonian MacBrayne staff 
who organised priority treatment 
on the earliest ferry from 
Craignure to Oban and looked 
after our every need to make his 
trip back home a success.  

Thanks also to the wonderful 
accident and emergency staff at 
Craignure who at 11pm assessed 
his condition, issuing strong 
painkillers, and to the helpful 
group at Salen who escorted us 
to the front doors of the hospital 
emergency department.
Nina Robertson, Ganavan, 
Oban.

Referendum a 

great democratic 

exercise
Sir,
This referendum been a great 
democratic exercise and I 
welcome the record turnout and 
clear cut result in the Highlands 
and across Scotland. 

Throughout this debate I 
have enjoyed the interchanges 
with the voters, both locally 
and nationally. Now the next 
welcome tasks begins - more 
power to Scotland and the 
Highlands within a reforming 
UK.

We will need to put the 
referendum differences behind 
us and work together for a 
common and agreed future. I’m 
more than ready to play my full 
part - for team Highlands and 
team Scotland. In the period 
ahead we must ensure that our 
distinctive needs across the 
Highlands and Islands receive 
proper attention. In recent times 
we have seen political control 
transferred to Edinburgh over 
our vital police and emergency 
services and distinctive public 
bodies in the shape of the 
Crofting Commission and 
Highlands & Islands Enterprise.

Our communities, however, are 
comfortable working out local 
solutions to their needs. We now 
have that unique opportunity 
to enhance local powers for 
the Highlands and Islands 
and to strengthen the Scottish 
Parliament within a reforming 
federal United Kingdom. That 
will be my absolute personal and 
political priority.

Let us - ‘yes’ and ‘no’ voters - 
go forward in a constructive and 
friendly spirit together.

That’s our Scotland at its best.
Charles Kennedy MP, 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber
Highland Liberal Democrat.

Proud of Scotland 

and rest of UK
Sir,
What an amazing referendum it 
has turned out to be.  

Whatever your leaning, what 
is wonderful about it is that 
the whole of Scotland was 
allowed to vote freely on such 
an important question, and the 
whole of the UK was prepared 
to accept and abide by the result. 
That is truly open and mature 
democracy at work.

Obviously, a lot of people are 
disappointed with the result. 

However, just about everyone 
has voted, so we know we have 
a valid democratic decision, and 
now must work together on the 
more devolved approach that 
will follow.  

Just as the whole of the UK 
was prepared to do if the result 
had gone the other way.

We might associate the 
word ‘freedom’ spoken in a 
dodgy Scottish accent with 
the Braveheart
extremes of 800 years ago, but 
in reality, Scotland, and the 
rest of the UK, has just proven 
that we have more freedom of 
expression and decision making 
ability than just about any other 
country on earth.

However you feel about last 
week’s result, what a fantastic 

British way of life that this 

place. 
There is a lot I’d like to change 

about the way we are governed 
and about our society in general 
but, as one of the 50,000 Scots 
who have nipped off down to 
London to earn a few bob, I 
am incredibly proud both of 
Scotland and of the rest of the 
UK for showing the world what 
political ‘freedom’ is all about, 
over the last few weeks.
John Abbott, Kew.

Julie Fowlis       

and friends
THE CONCEPT of making a 
purchase and then receiving 
something free of charge is 
common nowadays in the 
retail sector. 

Perhaps the idea could be 
applied to the Julie Fowlis and 
friends concert which takes 
place in the Albert Halls, 
Stirling, at 7.30pm on Saturday 
September 27.  

Just look at the musicians, 
in addition to Julie herself, 
who will be performing at the 
concert. First up will be Fred 
Morrison, one of our most 
acclaimed pipers and someone 
who never fails to delight 
audiences who marvel at the  

Julie will, of course, be 
accompanied by her touring 
band, all top quality musicians 
with on bazouki husband 
Eamonn Doorley, joined by 

and Tony Byrne on guitar. 
Quite a line-up I am sure 

you will agree and an evening 
not to be missed. There might 
even be the chance of Julie 
producing the bagpipes and 
being joined by Fred.  

Glasgow Skye 

Association
IT WAS left to the Glasgow 
Skye Association to ensure the 
weekend of three consecutive 
evenings of association 
concerts was a huge success 
and members certainly rose to 
the occasion at their opening 
concert in the Crawford Hall. 

Past president Donald 
Fletcher occupied the chair 
and, in his own inimitable way,  
made sure this was a most 
enjoyable evening.  

In front of a good attendance, 
piper John Rennie got 
proceedings underway and, 

medals between them, the 
singers were Mary MacMillan, 
Linda MacCallum, Darren 
MacLean and Calum 
MacLeod, with the latter also 
playing clarsach.

Anniversary 

dinner
TO CELEBRATE the 70th 
anniversary of Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic choir, a dinner/ ceilidh 
dance will take place in 
Glasgow University Union on 
Saturday November 22 at 7pm.

Tickets for the dinner cost 
£25 and for the dinner/ ceilidh 
dance £35.  

Tickets are available from 
Robert McNair, 10c Hugh 
Murray Grove, Cambuslang, 
G72 7NG, telephone 07810 
522847 until Friday October 
10.

Paul McKenna 

Band
THE WONDERFUL setting of 
St Andrew’s in the Square will 
be the venue for the Glasgow 
performance of the Paul 
McKenna Band on Tuesday 
September 30 as it continues 
its autumn tour which starts 
tomorrow evening (Friday) in 
the Grand Hall, London Road, 
Kilmarnock.  

Throughout the tour, the 
band will be joined by The 
Outside Track, a top Celtic act 
with members from Ireland, 
Cape Breton and Scotland.

Date change   
THE ANNUAL Uist and 
Barra Piping competition will 
take place on Saturday March 
7 2015 and not on March 14 
as indicated in the association 
syllabus. 

The venue, the College of  
Piping, remains the same.

Diary dates
Friday September 26: Paul 
McKenna Band and the 
Outside Track, Kilmarnock - 
see above.
Saturday September 27:  
Tolbooth, Stirling - see 
above.  Phil Cunningham 
and Aly Bain, Queen’s Hall, 
Edinburgh, 7.30pm. Ceol’s 
Craic, CCA,  Sauchiehall 
Street, 7.30pm - Americana 
Night.
Tuesday September 30:  Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Ben 
Sands. Paul McKenna Band 
and the Outside Track, St 
Andrew’s in the Square - see 
above.
Friday October 4: Glasgow 
Islay Association opening 
concert, Crawford Hall, 
Partick, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
IN THE Islay Inn this weekend 
it will be Twist of Fate on 
Friday providing the music 
and then on Saturday it will be 
Black Velvet.  

In the Park Bar it will be 
Nicky McMichan on Friday, 
Robert Robertson on Saturday 
and  on Sunday it will be 
Donald MacRae, Murdigan 
and  Davie MacLeod.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

This week’s fl ashback photograph was submitted by Charles Bell of Stirling and shows sheep shearing at Ballygown Farm, Oban, 
around 1930. Left to right: Archibald Bell; Johnnie Bell; Charlie Bell; Donald Smith and Donnie McLeod. Prints or emails of fl ashback 

photos should be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone who wishes a print returned must supply 
a stamped, addressed envelope.

Sheep shearing in Oban - 1930

The people of Argyll and the host town of Oban have the 
right to feel proud about the splendid yet suitably solemn 
way they marked the beginning of the county’s four-year 

long commemoration of the First World War.
Over 400 people marched from Oban’s North Pier in glorious 

sunshine to the Corran Halls to herald a vigil which will span the 
next four years: a period when communities and organisations, 
both grand and small, will pay their own unique tribute to the 

calamitous event which changed the course of European history 
forever.

The sheer scale of the devastation of the First World War is 
still hard to comprehend, even in this hard-bitten, world-weary 
cynical age. Millions of young lives were destroyed and count-
less families left bereft and distraught for decades. The healing 

very day.
This made Saturday’s World War One Commemoration Parade 

People, young and old, marched with members of the army, 
navy and air force in an expression of respectful solidarity and 
support.

Such a moving parade was also a credit to the organisers, who 

many from Argyll and beyond with a series of events, and then 
staged Saturday’s procession through the town with a true sense 
of dignity, purpose and occasion.  

Parade was triumph of 
respect and gratitude 
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We have had 
more than 
4,000 people 
through the 
door since 
June. It has 
been fantastic 
”

Rhona Rankin

A CARER’S healthy eating 
cookery event is to be held at 
the kitchen, Argyll College, on 
Friday October 3.

There are two sessions, one 
with adult carers from 2.30pm 
- 3.30pm, and one with young 
carers from 4.30pm - 5.30pm.

The sessions are being run in 
partnership with North Argyll 
Carers Centre, NHS Keep Well 
Team and Argyll College and will 
be led by chef Alison Sykora.

They will be using the Cookit, 
which young carers received 
from the Scottish government’s 
healthy eating cooking bus.

DIALYSIS in Argyll should not 
be limited to one location, says 
Jamie McGrigor MSP.

Fighting for a machine in 
both Campbeltown and Oban, 
the Highlands and Islands 

on a dialysis unit in Campbeltown 
was due to made tomorrow, 
Friday.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘I am 
pleased that matters seem to 
be progressing and I urge NHS 
Highland to give the go-ahead 
for the pilot dialysis unit for 
Campbeltown which might also 
lead to other satellite units being 
established elsewhere in Argyll.’

Smiles

é

FANTASTIC SUPPORT: café volunteers Davy and Pat McLeod, from Lochawe, outside the Kirk Kafe                                                                                                                                                        t39kirk01

Tiny café boosts kirk coffers Town fi rms sign 
up to November’s 
Will Aid fundraiser

Crumbs...Mull’s 
Island Bakery       
at Ryder Cup

MSP appeals for 
dialysis units 
across Argyll

Healthy eating    
in the spotlight  
at carers’ event

ATTENTION GRABBING: Tom and Jennifer Evans in the road-legal dodgem Jennifer bought last Christmas. The couple used the dodgem to raise more 
than £100 for a cancer charity 16_t39dodgem01

APPOINTMENT: members of the AITC board with new chairman Gavin Dick, fi fth left

DREAM COME TRUE: a young fairy got her wings this weekend when 
her dad took her out on a fl ight

Residents warned to stay away from algae

‘Jail’ chief takes helm of tourism group
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ARGYL
‘When you go home, 

The Kohima Epitaph, read by 
Provost of Argyll and Bute 
Len Scoullar at the Drumhead 
Service, summed up the sombre, 

respectful mood in Oban on Saturday.
Hundreds of people gathered for the 

World War One Commemoration Drum-

four-year commemoration of The Great 
War.

Around 400 people made the march 

from the North Pier at 1.30pm to the 
Corran Halls car park for the ceremony, 
including current and ex-servicemen, 
members of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland, air, army and sea cadets, mem-
bers of Oban pipe band, Oban high school 
pipe band and other community groups.

The service at the Corran Halls began 
with the singing of the hymn, O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past, and was followed by 
the reading of Binyon’s Lines by Provost 

Photo by Kevin McGlynn

HM Lord Lieutenant for Argyll and Bute, Patrick Stewart. t39service06

Royal Marines from Lossiemouth who attended Saturday’s events. t39service02Members o fhte Scot’s guards show their respects at Saturday’s service. t39service03

Warrant Offi  cer Ryan Cook from the Oban Air Cadets, 
who is the Lord Lieutenant’s recruit. t39service01

Two of the brownies from Connel, who were joined by brownies, guides 
and rainbows from Oban and Connel. t39service05

Members of the Royal British Legion, Scotland, leading other military personnel towards the Corran Halls.  Photo by Kevin McGlynn

The parade participants form a rectangle at the Corran Halls car park. 16_t39war07Representatives from Oban Sea cadets. t39service04
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LL REMEMBERS
tell them of us and say, For their tomorrow we gave our today.’

Scoullar.
Jennifer Cooper, of the Neptune and 

Babcock Military Volunteer Band, 
played the last post on the bugle, fol-
lowed by a minute’s silence.

The Provost gave the reading of the 
Kohima Epitaph, which was proceeded 
by the Prayer of Remembrance from 
Ian McFarlane of Oban Baptist church, 
in which he asked God to show healing 
love to all affected by warfare.

The Sequence Ladies Choir, led 
by Janet Fergusson, sang Psalm 23, 
commonly known as The Lord is my 
Shepherd.

Children from Park primary school, 
Oban, laid 100 poppies given to them 
by the Oban branch of the Royal Brit-
ish Legion Scotland.

Oban high school was represented in 
the service by head girl Allyson Boyd, 
who gave a reading from Jeremiah 

31.34-34.
HM Lord Lieutenant for Argyll and 

Bute Patrick Stewart gave an address 
where he said that the First World War 
was not “the war to end all wars”, add-
ing that it unleashed destructive forces 
that have not yet been tamed, sadly for 
the sake of mankind.

The Very Rev Nicki McNelly of St 
John’s Cathedral gave the commitment 
to peace; a pledge to live as good 

neighbours, to honour the past, to care 
for all who are in need and to live at 
peace among ourselves and with all 
people.

I Vow to Thee, My Country, was 
sung by those attending, followed by 
the blessing by Rev McNelly.

singing of God Save the Queen.
Ian Blair-Simmonds, who is 

chairman of the Oban branch of the 

Royal British Legion, Scotland, and 
organised the day’s events, said: ‘I felt 
the day was carried off with the correct 
decorum for the solemn occasion that 
it was.

‘It’s hard to explain the pride you feel 
as an ex-serviceman to see such a large 
turnout of people.

‘I’d like to thank everybody that took 

with 400 people who need to be in the 

correct position at the correct time, but 
I felt it was handled well.

‘I’d like to thank Sergeant Major 
Robertson of the Royal Marines, who 
led the parade, for his professionalism. 

‘I’d also like to say a thank you to the 
Very Rev Nicki McNelly for her part in 
the service, to the sub-committee who 
helped with a lot of the organising and 
to Gordon McQueen for all his help as 
well.’

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Colour Sergeant Colin 
Friend of the Royal 

Marines, with Archie 
McCulloch and Ross 

Manson of the Oban 
branch and Graham 

White from the 
Helensburgh branch 

of the Royal British 
Legion, Scotland.

16_t39war03

Martin Hendrickson 
of Oban Air Cadets, 

with members of 
the Royal British 

Legion, Scotland,’s 
Dunnoon, Oban and 

Helensburgh branches 
behind him.

16_t39war02

Head girl at Oban 
High school, Allyson 
Boyd. who gave 
a reading at the 
service.
16_t39war01

Members of the 
Royal British Legion, 
Scotland’s Oban, 
Helensburgh and 
Dunoon branches 
show their respect.
16_t39war06

Sgt Maj Robertson leads members of the Royal Navy and the Royal Marines to the 
Corran Halls. 16_t39war05 Members of the Royal Marines and the Royal navy march from the North Pier. 16_t39war04

Oban Pipe Band make their was along the esplanade.
Photo by Kevin McGlynn
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

To advertise in our community 

noticeboard call 01631 568000

THURSDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7-8.30pm

FRIDAY26TH SEPTEMBER
Friday Night Jam, open mic night at the Lamrig

SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
Pre Skim Dance, Easdlae Island, 8.30pm

SUNDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 
World Stone Skimming Championships 12noon, Easdale Island 
Yuanfan Yan,  3pm in St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn Appin, 12-5pm

TUESDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 
Scottish Womens Rural Institute, 7.30pm, Guide Hall, Soroba Road. 
New members welcome
ESOL – English for (Adult) Speakers of Other Languages, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm, 
Oban Public Library, Oban Argyll

THURSDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2014
Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club, Monthly club night, 
7.30pm Argyllshire Gathering Halls

SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER 2014
Macbeth, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

Argyll Animal Aid

Christmas Fayre
Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 22nd November 11am to 3pm
To book a stall please call Jean on 01631 
566406 for a booking form, or download  

from www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk
Charity bookings £18 Commercial etc £25

World 
Stone Skimming 

Championships 
Easdale Island 

Sunday 28th September 
Registration 10am. 

Skimming starts at noon. 
(Registration closes 1pm or when 350 entrants reached)

 2014 t-shirts, hoodies & hats 
plus BBQ, Bouncy Castle & Live Music.

Pre 
skim 

dance 
Saturday 27th  

September 8.30pm 
with ‘Coco & the 

Butterfi elds’ 
Doors and Bar open 7.30pm. 

Late return ferry 11pm &12pm.
Entry £8/£6 (accompanied 

under 16’s free

In the Wake o
Mike Vass was inspired by the life of Nei
when he gave up being a customs offi  c

Mike Vass – In the Wake of Neil Gunn will be released on October 20 on Unroofed Records, and a preview track has been released a
as downloads of sheet music transcribed by Mike during a research period at the School of Scottish Studies.

A 17-YEAR-old pianist who has 
impressed audiences and critics 
all over the UK is coming to play 
a concert in Oban.

Born in Edinburgh, Yuanfan 
began learning the piano when 
he was six at the Horsforth Music 
Centre in Leeds before becoming 
a member of the Yorkshire Young 
Musicians. 

The young man passed his 
grade eight piano examinations 

with distinction at the age of 
eight and achieved a Diploma of 
the Associated Board of the Roy-
al Schools of Music (DipABRSM) 
when he was 10.

He will be playing a varied 
programme of Chopin, Y Yang, 
Schumann, Beethoven and Ra-
chmaninov.

Organisers of the event on Sep-
tember 28 at 3pm in St John’s Ca-
thedral say it is not to be missed.

YUANFAN YAN: The pianist will perform in St John’s Cathedral, Oban. 

Yuanfan Yan on 
the piano

PUBS, CAFES and restaurants in Oban won top prizes 
recently at the Scottish Food awards in Glasgow.

Easdale and The Lorne to the top prize.

that category.
The Coriander restaurant won the north west region 

Linda Battison, who owns the Barn Bar, said: ‘We are such 

that hold your own with the big chains.’

The Barn Bar’s head chef Mary McLeod, her son Donnie, who is bar manager, and pub owners Jim and Linda Battison 
celebrate their regional Scottish Pub of the Year award win. 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

also include a question and answer session.

FOUND: Gordon Buchanan on a speaking tour of 
Scotland talks of his experiences fi lming wildlife 
around the world. 

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Monthly club night
Thursday 2nd 
October 2014

7.30pm
Argyllshire 

Gathering Hall
Guest Artist:

McAllister Brothers
(Kinloch Ceilidh Band)

Admission £4

Crinan Hotel will be open all winter
Come out to Crinan, share a few laughs 

in a fun and diff erent venue.
Our Seafood Bar is open and shall be all winter 

12.00 – 2.30pm and 6.00 - 8.30pm
Families are very welcome, doggies welcome too.

Beautiful walks along the towpath beside the canal.
Tasty local Mussels £12.00, Fish and Chips £10.50 

and Pea and Mint Risotto £12.00
All served in our cosy relaxed Seafood Bar.

Coff ee Shop beside the canal basin open all day 
uplift ing real Caffi  a Coff ee and Yummy Cakes.

Experience a deliciously diff erent Christmas meal 
with your workmates or family.

Call us on 01546 830 261 
or email reservations@crinanhotel.com 
to create your own special get together
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THIS WEEK’S 
LISTINGS
MONDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast 
Show, 0900 Monday 
Morning With Andy 
and Stephen, 1100 
Molly Black, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim 
Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 
Rosie's Highland 
Fling, 2000 John 
McLuckie's Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 
2200 Americano 
Show with Michelle
TUESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show 
with Maggie May, 
1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are 

Made of This with Ken 
Hunter, 1330 The Quiz 
with Danni Hay, 1500 
Lesley Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive-
time with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish 
with  Archie Cameron, 
2000 Highest Praise 
with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 
Northern Soul with 
Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish 
(repeat), 1000 Com-
fort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine 
Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell and 
Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len 

& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
Grooves
THURSDAY:
0800 Maggie May’s 
Carousel, 1100, 
Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with 
DJ Taz, 1900 Chris-
tine’s Collection, 2100 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 
Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:
0800 Jean Ainsley 
Breakfast Show, 1000 
Teeny and Tiny Show,  
1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 
Weekend Warmup 
with Ian Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 
1845 Sports View, 
1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie 

Craig, 2000 Friday 
Night with Innes, 
2100 TFI Friday with 
Jim Lawn
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 
Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crowsher, 
1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 
Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
0900 Sunday Morning 
with Breege, 1100 
- 1400 Allan, 1630 
Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 1900 
New Country Show 
with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass 
with Graham Scott

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or

call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

‘Prepare to be haunted’
acrossthearts.co.uk, 2014

Book online at
scottishopera.org.uk
Booking and transaction fees may apply. Ask your local Box Office for details. Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  Scottish Charity Number SCO19787

Sung in English with piano accompaniment

Power is his, but at what cost?

Verdi’s

Macbeth
Touring Scotland

25 Sep to 1 Nov 2014
Sat 11 Oct, 7.30pm
The Corran Halls, Oban
Tickets: £14, £5 (u26s)
Tel: 01631 567 333

Scottish Opera 
is core funded by

2014

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Tarbert Festival enjoys one of its 

most successful years yet
THE MIX of new and regular performers at the 2014 Tarbert 
Music Festival has, together with unexpected sunshine, 
made the event one of the most successful in recent years.

Organisers say almost all pubs and hotels in Tarbert were 
at capacity on Saturday evening, as no less than seven acts 
took to the stage across six venues in the town.

It was jam-packed at the Islay Frigate when The Keelies 
took to the stage, while the Shenanigans and Done and 
Dusted drew a crowd to the Corner House and Eriskay Lilt 
to the Anchor Hotel’s ceilidh on the quayside.

Old favourites such as The Democrats joined newer bands 
on the festival billing, something organisers say proved a 
hit. 

‘Signal Fires - which were down on Sunday - the number 
of people who said they were a great young band, was huge,’ 
said Margaret MacNeill, one of the festival organisers.

‘I think we should be looking at having a ceilidh as part of 
the festival. The mix of traditional and more modern music 
has been good; it offers something for everyone.’

New music is just one of the things that will be looked at 
when a new festival committee is formed. 

Explaining an earlier committee had disbanded, Margaret 
said: ‘There will be a public meeting, probably in November, 

have someone to represent the pubs, the bed and breakfasts, 
and members of the public to tell us what they want.’

In the interim, businesses in Tarbert will be adding up 
what the festival means for them.

Margaret added: ‘We have had loads and loads of visitors...
the marina was full to capacity so it will be an economic 
boost to the village.’

Liddell joins elite of Springbank 

winners
INVERARAY’S STUART Liddell made no attempt to hide 
his pride at joining the handful of winners of the prestigious 
Springbank Invitational Piping Championship.

which annually invites eight of the world’s leading perform-
ers to the competition held last Saturday in Campbeltown.

‘It was great to be among all these great players and to ac-
tually come out on top,’ said the 41-year-old piping teacher.

‘It has been a really good year for me so far and I’m now 

month.
‘I regard that as the biggest and I’ve won it before, in 2009.’

IN 1937, Neil Gunn quit his job at 

pursue his writing career full time. 

house and buy a boat in the north of 
Skye. 

He spent a summer sailing Scot-
land’s beautiful west coast, seeking 
inspiration for his writing. 

The following year his account of 
the trip, Off in a Boat, was published. 

In May 2014, after a time 
recovering in hospital from a 
life-threatening illness, composer 
and multi-instrumentalist Mike Vass 
set off on his own voyage inspired 
by Neil Gunn’s adventures as part 
of a new traditional arts commission 
sponsored by Creative Scotland. 

This October will see the touring 
of this commission and release of a 
new album.

Named composer of the year in 
the 2012 Scots Trad Music Awards, 
Vass’s music has become known for 
its originality and inventive approach 
to the Scottish tradition. A long-term 
member of renowned Scottish band 
Malinky, Mike has also performed 
in the Paul McKenna Band, in a duo 
with sister Ali, with Gaelic singer 
Kathleen MacInnes, Scots singer 
Fiona Hunter and in the feted super 
group Fiddle Rendezvous.

In 2013, he experienced a set-back 
when he was diagnosed with Lyme’s 
disease and was obliged to spend a 
prolonged period of time in hospital. 

His father brought him Gunn’s 
book Off in a Boat to read, and the 
idea for the project was sparked.

Mike said: ‘I’d suffered a 
life-threatening illness called 
Neuroborreliosis – late stage Lyme’s 
disease that affects the central nerv-
ous system. 

‘I found Gunn’s book utterly in-
spirational and immediately started 
planning my own version of the trip.’

A lifelong passion for sailing 
fuelled the development of the pro-

own creative inspiration in Gunn’s 
coastal route. 

In May this year, having won 
the support of Enterprise Music 
Scotland, Creative Scotland, CalMac 
Ferries and Gunn’s publishers House 
of Lochar, Mike and a small crew 

boat from Portree on the Isle of Skye 
voyaging to the Eigg, Arisaig, Mull, 
Iona, Oban, Kentallen, Fort William 
and back up the Caledonian Canal to 
his hometown Nairn. 

He revisited the same coastal com-
munities as Gunn and performed a 
series of concerts with guest musi-
cians, including one at Iona Abbey.

Mike said: ‘Making music on board 
and watching the stunning coastline 
of Scotland slip by from one of the 
most privileged viewpoints on Earth 
is something I will never forget.’

Though intimately inspired by 
Gunn’s voyage and writing Mike 
said: ‘It is inescapably the story of 

recovery and discovery.’
Since the voyage Mike has worked 

hard in the studio to compose and re-
cord a new suite of music inspired by 

the journey and featuring recorded 
samples collected on the way, from 

Mike said: ‘I used some quirky 
sounding objects from around the 
house – if you listen carefully you 

stapler and a paracetamol tub being 
used as a shaker!’ 

Mike will now tour the album, 
joined by musicians from The Cairn 
String Quartet, Euan Burton, Innes 
Watson, Jennifer Port, and Hamish 
Napier while featuring live sample 

voyage recorded by Salmon Films.
The tour will revisit some of the 

areas most important to Gunn: 
Inverness, where he had lived; Caith-
ness, where he was born; and Skye 
and Oban which were landmarks on 
the original voyage. Mike himself 
spent a week moored in Oban where 
he worked with the local Fèis and 
performed in Kentallen. 

Mike is also looking forward to 
revisiting The Byre Theatre in St 
Andrews at the start of the tour. This 

in the Byre since the reopening of 
the theatre under the management 
of the University of St Andrews, 
and demonstrates the University’s 
commitment to using the Byre to 
promote music of all genres as well 
as professional, community and 
student drama.

He will appear in Oban on October 
9 at 7.30pm in St John’s Cathedraland 
on October 10 at 7.30pm, at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, Isle of Skye.

of Neil Gunn
l Gunn and his life changing moment 

cer and took up writing

as well 

Stuart Liddell, winner of this year’s Springbank Invitation-
al Piping Championship. 08_c39piping01

Born in Oban, Stuart spent his early years in Inveroran 
near Bridge of Orchy. 

His parents, Billy and Agnes, were accomplished musi-
cians and his grandfather was the late Pipe Major Ronnie 
McCallum MBE, piper to the Duke of Argyll.

The family moved to Inveraray, Stuart’s mother’s home 
town, in 1983.

His competitors last Saturday were William McCallum, 
eight times previous winner; Angus MacColl, three times 
a winner; Gordon Walker, twice; Roddy MacLeod MBE, 
once; Iain Spiers; Niall Stewart and Callum Beaumont.

The competitors for the Springbank Distillers-sponsored 

by Kintyre Piping Society, are selected on the past year’s 
performances.

Judges this year were Pipe Major Iain Morrison, Com-
mander John Wilson and Iain MacFadyen. Fear-an-tighe 
was Iain MacInnes. 

Prizes were presented by Gavin Mclachlan, manager of 
Springbank Distillers.

Results: hornpipe and jig - 1 Angus MacColl, 2 Stuart 
Liddell, 3 Gordon Walker, 4 Willie McCallum; march, 
Strathspey and reel - 1 A MacColl, 2 W McCallum, 3 Roddy 
MacLeod, 4 Callum Beaumont; pibroch - 1 S Liddell, 2 R 
MacLeod, 3 Iain Spiers, 4 C Beaumont.

Overall silver medal for most points - Stuart Liddell. 
Bronze medal for second overall - Angus MacColl.

West Highlands inspires album
A SINGER songwriter from Morar is using social media to 

Mairi Orr, now based in Midlothian, but originally from 
Lochaber is live crowd funding a Kickstarter campaign 
ending on October 8 to help raise funds.

Mairi, who performed at last year’s Feis na Mara in Mal-
laig, will be recording her Scottish and American traditional 
music sound in the Borders. 

‘Much of the inspiration for my songs comes from my 
roots in the West Highlands,’ said Mairi

To help fund https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/mairi-
orr/mairi-orr-debut-album

Friendship club reaches 
its second anniversary

regular members, has celebrated its second 
birthday. 

One of the highlights of year for the club 
is a visit from Oban High School students, 
who share their moving experiences of vis-

year around Remembrance Day, which will 
happen this year on November 13.

The group meets fortnightly in the Free High 

sion of the church, and enjoys social activities, 
including musical performances, quizzes, 
talks, singing and craft demonstrations.

Left: Oban Friendship club, which celebrated 
its second anniversary this month.

Eleven-year-old Eggs has been raised 
in the underground lair of the Boxtrolls. 
These lovable creatures only come out at 
night to scour the streets of Cheesebridge 
for trash, which they turn into amazing 
inventions! Matters come to a head 
when Winnie, the neglected daughter of 
Cheesebridge’s wealthy mayor, teams up 
with Eggs to save the Boxtrolls.

After ten years of marriage and two kids, 
Jay and Annie are in a relationship rut. To 
spice things up a little, the couple decide 
to have a kinky three-hour nookie session 
and record the whole thing on video. Job 
done, Jay erases the recording. At least, 
he thinks has. In fact, he’s uploaded it to 
the Cloud. 

Urban archaeologists uncover a shocking 
secret lurking in the catacombs beneath 
Paris in this nerve-shredding horror. A 
young team of urban archaeologists is 
venturing 370 feet beneath the streets. 
They’re searching for a vital piece of 
history hidden among the remains of six 
million people in the world’s largest mass 
grave. But when they get lost and come 
across a chilling ancient inscription, the 

explorers find themselves terrorised by 
their own personal demons.

Mia Hall is a gifted cellist who has the 
opportunity to study at Juilliard. Her 
rock’n’roll-loving parents Kat and Denny 
are baffled by their daughter’s enthusiasm 
for classical music, but fully supportive of 
her ambitions. But when a family drive 
ends in tragedy, Mia finds her life hanging 
in the balance. Trapped in limbo while her 
body lies in a hospital bed, she faces an 
agonising decision. Is love strong enough 
to bring her back, or should she allow 
herself to slip away?

The picturesque village of Saint-Antonin-
Noble-Val in the south of France is home 
to one of the country’s most prestigious 
restaurants. This Michelin starred temple 
of haute cuisine is overseen by snooty 
proprietress Madame Mallory (Helen 
Mirren). But the arrival of the displaced 
Indian Kadam family shakes things up. 
Bullish Papa (Om Puri) decides to open an 
Indian restaurant just across the road.

Philip Seymour Hoffman stars in a 
heart-stopping thriller adapted from 
spy novelist John le Carre’s bestseller. A 

mysterious man arrives in modern-day 
Hamburg seeking help from the city’s 
Islamic community. Tortured almost 
to the point of death, Issa (Grigoriy 
Dobrygin) claims to be half-Chechen and 
half-Russian. He’s also looking to recover 
his late father’s dubiously acquired 
fortune. It’s not long before Issa has 
attracted the keen attention of the British, 
German and American security services, 
who are all keen to uncover his real 
identity. Is he a victim or a covert terrorist? 

Live from London’s West End this special 
performance brings multi award-winning 
Billy Elliot the Musical to cinemas for the 
first time. Based on the Academy Award® 
nominated film. Billy Elliot the Musical has 
won the hearts of millions since it opened 
in London’s West End and has gone on 
to captivate audiences around the world, 
winning over 80 theatre awards along the 
way including Tony Awards® and 5 Olivier 
Awards. Set in a northern mining town, 
against the background of the 1984/’85 
miners’ strike, Billy’s journey takes him out 
of the boxing ring and into a ballet class 
where he discovers a passion for dance that 
inspires his family and whole community and 
changes his life forever.

         
   Boxtrolls      Thurs 25th  16.00  Fri  26th  16.00  

        Sat 27th  13.00(3D), 15.30(3D) Sun 28th  13.00, 15.30, 16.00
 Mon 29th  16.00 Tues 30th  16.00
 Wed 1st  16.00 Thurs 2nd  16.00

Thurs 25th  18.00 & 21.00

 Thurs 25th 18.30

 Thurs 25th 20.30

     Fri 26th  18.00 & 21.00 Sat 27th   18.00 & 21.00
 Sun 28th  21.00 Mon 29th  18.00 & 21.00  

 Tues 30th  18.00 & 21.00 Wed 1st Oct  18.00 & 21.00
 Thurs 2nd Oct  18.00 & 21.00

     Fri 26th  18.00 & 21.00 Sat 27th  18.00 & 21.00 
 Sun 28th  18.00 Mon 29th  18.00 & 21.00  
 Tues 30th  18.00 & 21.00 Wed 1st Oct 18.00 & 21.00
 Thurs 2nd Oct 18.00 & 21.00

     Sun 28th  19.00O
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THE OBAN archipelago will feature 
in a BBC documentary in October.

The islands just off the west coast 
will feature in the fourth episode 
of Paul Murton’s grand Tours of 
Scotland. 

The broadcaster begins on the 
island of Kerrera, which played a 
hugely important role during the 
Second World War as a base for the 
RAF’s Seaplane Squadron. 

Leaving Kerrera behind, Paul hops 
back to the mainland and heads by 
road to cross the famous Bridge 
Over the Atlantic to Seil Island and 
then across by ferry to Easdale. For 
nearly 200 years, Easdale and the 
neighbouring islands of Luing and 
Belnahua produced slate to help build 
Britain’s Empire. 

Tragically, a terrible storm in 1881 

put an end to the slate industry but Eas-
dale itself remains unchanged, with its 
white-washed cottages and a vibrant, 
though small, community.  

tour is Eileach an Naoimh, one of the 
Garvallach Islands and home to some 
of the oldest religious buildings in 
Scotland.

The show will air on Monday, Octo-
ber 13 at 7.30pm on BBC One.

GRAND TOUR: Paul Murton’s adventures in the Oban archipelago.

The Oban Archipelago: 
So near, so far

FUNNY and moving, The Drawer 
Boy by Michael Healy has become 
a true modern classic, picking up 
prestigious awards all around the 

1999.
It’s 1972 and Miles, an energetic 

and idealistic young actor, knocks 
on the door of an isolated farmhouse 
in rural Canada, seeking material 
for a new play he’s working on. He 

discovers Morgan, a gruff farmer 
working tooth and nail to survive, 
and Angus, his lifelong friend, who 
has long since lost track of the world

But when the farmers let the city-

himself embroiled in their complex 
and intricate personal histories as he 
uncovers a tragic past, riddled with 
guilt, secrecy, heartbreak and loss.

Beautifully written and surpris-

ingly funny, The Drawer Boy lives 
long in the memory, and reminds of 
the power of storytelling, friendship, 
and the thin line between truth and 

The Drawer Boy opens at Druim-

Thursday October 16 before touring 
to venues across Scotland.

 Further information can be found 
at www.comar.co.uk

The Drawer Boy review
Touring Oct/Nov 2014 

Mull Theatre
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of their ownIn a CLASS

PTS Oban stock a compre-
hensive range of quality 
heating, plumbing, sani-
taryware and renewable 
energy products as well as 
tools and spares sourced 
from the leading industry 
manufacturers.
We also stock an extensive 

range of own brand prod-
ucts which can offer you 
quality and value for money.
Most everyday plumbing 
and heating products are 
available direct from your 
local branch, or can be or-
dered for next day delivery 
on line

Working Together, as a team, to bring 
success and growth to our clients.
Wylie & Bisset LLP is a leading Scottish 
based practice of chartered accountants, 
with a national reach whose growth has been 
organic, through referral and reputation.    We 
have the background, expertise and extensive 
resources available to assist all types of 
business models from the small to large.  
We offer a comprehensive range of services 
which includes; auditing and business plan-

ning, bookkeeping and payroll services, tax 

Our approach is proactive and “hands on” 
via a true partner led service which we 
believe is the best way to provide our clients 

have the in-depth knowledge and experi-
ence required to guide you towards your 
business goals and help you plan for your 

The Olive Garden restaurant and bar will 
welcome you like one of the family, serving up 
Mediterranean food, tapas, steak, pasta and 

capital of Scotland. Each Sunday you can enjoy 
our carvery with a Mediterranean twist.
 We also offer a very competitivley priced take 
away menu.
The kitchen is at the heart of The Olive 
Garden. With the emphasis on great food, 
great company and comfortable surrounds.  
Tantalising aromas waft from an open hatch 

that allows you a glimpse of the talented 
chefs hand-preparing every meal from locally 
sourced ingredients. 
 All your needs are guaranteed to be met 
by the friendly team, with smaller portions 
and gluten-free dishes available on request. 
You would be hard-pressed to leave without 

appetite.
Outside catering and private functions also 
catered for. Please telephone for further 
details.

INTRODUCING
SUNDAY CARVERY

@

Railway Pier, Oban PA34 4LW 
www.theolivegardenoban.co.uk

email: info@theolivegardenoban.co.uk

served from 12md to 4.30pm 
every Sunday        

ANTIPASTO BAR
Booking advisable

FRESH ROAST CARVERY
3 courses £12.95

main course £8.95
under 12’s £6.50                                                                                                                               

HOME MADE DESSERT SELECTION

01631 570347

Car & Light 
Van Repairs

Bodywork

Panel Beating

Spray painting

Insurance and 
Private Work

Scott
Robertson
Accident 
Repairs

Tel: 01631 569441
Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

Tel: 01397 772376   
www.linnhe-lochside-holidays.co.uk

On the Road to the Isles 
Holiday Caravans and Chalets For Sale

Relaxing atmosphere
Outstanding views 

Private Slipway
15 year lease

Open December to October

Local Businesses that stand out from the crowd
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Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website
www.burnstractors.com 

All used tractors and plant wanted 
from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751 for 
immediate inspection and payment

OBAN

CALEDONIAN Marts sold 3,465 store lambs and feeding 
ewes on Tuesday September 16 at its Oban auction mart.

A total of 2,650 store lambs sold to a top of £65 for a pen of 
Texels from G McCormick, Sithean, Isle of Iona.
Leading Prices:
Lambs:
Suff - £62 Lismore Primary School; Tex - £58 Sithean; Chev - 
£58 Shenavallie; Tex x - £55 Inshaig; Mule - £55 Sithean; Suff 
x - £54 Balnagowan & Frackersaig; Cross - £53 Kinlochlaich;
BF - £47 Slaterich, £46 Gorsteneorn.
Ewes (682): Tex - £80 Fanmore; Tex x - £70 Barguillean; 
Cont - £64 Fanmore; Cross - £58 Fraskersaig; Mule - £53 
Baligrundle; BF - £52 Achalic.
Riggs (133):
Suff - £56 Shenavallie; BF - £54 Achalic; BF - £43 Sunipol, 
£42 Shallachan.

OBAN Caledonian Marts sold 178 suckled calves, store, 
breeding and OTM cattle on September 9 September at its 
show and sale.

A total of 88 bullocks averaged 237p per kg to 269p per 
kg for a 365kg Limousin from Douglas McDonald, Tyree, 
Benderloch and to £1,140 gross for a 610kg Simmental from 
Archie McColl, Ballmackillichan, Lismore.

Seventy-two heifers averaged 212p per kg to 249p per kg 
for a 340kg Limousin from Douglas McDonald and to £900 
gross for a 405kg Limousin from the Buchanan Family, 
Achnaba, North Connel.

At the show the judge was Ian Mackie, Longside of Lena-
bo, Peterhead and the following were his awards.

Overall champion a 390kg Limousin bullock from Duncan 
Buchanan, Shenavaille, Benderloch realised £940 to Bruce 
Watt, Cairntack, Belhelvie.

Reserve champion 380kg Limousin bullocks from Doug-
las McDonald, Tyree, Benderloch realised £980 to Alan 
Pettigrew, Faskine, Airdrie.
Leading Prices Per Head:
Bullocks: £1,050, £1,030, £1,010 Achnaba; £1,020 Balmackillichan; 
£970 Ardachy and Tyree;
£990 and £980 Achnaba; £930 Ardachy; £900 Fiart; £890 East 
Hynish.
Heifers: £920 and £900 Achnaba; £890 Shenavallie and Achnaba; 
£830 Tyree; £790 Ardachy;
£740 Fiart.

550kg Simmental cow from A McDonald, East Hynish, Tiree and 
to £965 gross for a 1090kg Luing Bull from M/s Nelson, Muckairn, 
Connel.
Breeding cattle to £1180 for a 2002 born Limousin cow with bull 
calf at foot from The Campbell Family, Strongorm, Balvicar.
Leading Prices p per kg:
Bullocks: 266p Tyree; 265p Fiart & Aird (M Campbell); 264p 
Achnaba & Glencreran Estates and Aird; 261p No. 3 Ballevullin 
(Tiree); 259p Fiart.
Heifers:  244p Tyree; 237p Achnaba and Fiart; 231p Iochdar; 
230p Achnaba; 228p Kilbride; 227p Achnaba and Fiart; 225p 
Shenavallie.
A total of 1,025 store lambs sold to a top of £60 for Suff xes from 
J & C I Reade, Scriob-Ruadh, Tobermory which was closely fol-
lowed at £57 for a pen of Cheviots from Archie McDonald, Rhulios, 
Isle of Barra.
Other Leading Prices:
Lambs: Chev - £56 Slaterich; Suff - £54 Scriob-Ruadh; Chev 
x - £50 No. 2 Allasdale, Barra and Slaterich; Tex – £49 No. 29 
Achnahard; Mule - £49 Bonawe Home Farm; Cross - £48 Drimnin, 
Bonawe Home Farm.
Feeding Ewes: Chev - £55 Rhulios; Chev x - £44 Tiraghoil (Mull); 
BF - £36 Gorsteneorn & Mid Lee Croft.
Riggs: Tex - £50 Balliemore (Kerrera); BF - £45 Gorsteneorn 
Farmers; Cross - £42 Pennygowan;
Chev - £40 Assapol, Slaterich; Swale - £40 Drimnin, £390 Laga-
nulva.

ISLAY

UNITED Auctions held its second sale of all classes’ lambs 
and sheep at Islay Auction Mart on September 12 when 
3,587 was sold, bringing the total sheep sold between Islay 
and Dalmally last week to more than 11,500.  

The Islay entry of lambs comprised mainly of top draws 
and in keeping with current trends for prime sheep, they 
recorded a decrease on the year.  

Second draw lambs, however, sold readily and the overall 
sale averaged £54.16.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs: SUFFx: £66.50 – Ardnave & Octofad: £66.00 -  Knock-
learach: £65.50 – Lossit: £64.50 – Coille: £64.00 – Knock-
learach: £62.50 – Lossit: £62.00 – Ballimartin and Starchmill: 
£61.50 – Octofad: £60.00 – Achnaclach and Eorrabus: 
£58.50 – Octofad: £58.00 – Ardtalla Estate: £57.00 – Octofad: 
£56.50 – Ardbeg, Ardnave, Duich and Coille: £55.50 – Lossit 
and Claggan.
TEXx: £68.50 – 17 Ardview: £67.50 and £65.50 – Mulindry: 
£65.50 – Gartloist: £64.00 – Conisby and 17 Ardview: £63.50 
– Carn: £63.00 – Mulindry: £62.50 – Keills: £62.00 – Gartloist: 
£61.00 – Claggan: £60.50 – Gartness: £60.00 – Blackrock, 
Tallant and Stanalane: £59.00 – Conisby: £58.50 – Gartness, 
Arnave and Tallant: £58.00 – Ardbeg.
LLEYN: £59.00 – Lossit.
BELTx: £57.00 & £56.50 – Coille.
CHEVx: £58.00 – Aoradh: £56.50 – Stanalane: £55.50 – Ao-
radh.
CROSS: £63.50 – Carn
MULE: £58.00 – Claggan : £53.50 – Duich.
BF: £41.50 – RSPB Oransay.
Ewes:
CHEV: £56.50 & £54.50 – Aoradh.
TEXx: £42.00 – Ardbeg : £41.50 – Achnaclach.
MULE: £40.50 – Ardbeg.
BF: £34.50 – 17 Ardview : £32.50 – Ceannacroic.
Top prices per kilo:
LAMBS: SUFFx: 170p – Glenegedale Lotts: 166p – Ardnave: 
162p – Octofad: 158p and 157p – Coille: 156p – Pairc A Chlas-
san: 155p – Ardnave and Ballinaby: 153p and 152p – Octofad: 
152p – Ardnave.
TEXx: 174p – Tormisdale: 170p – Gartness: 169p – Gle-
negedale Lotts: 165p – 17 Ardview: 162p – RSPB Oransay: 
160p – Achnaclach: 158p – Conisby: 156p – Octofad: 155p 
– Ardbeg: 154p – 15 West End: 152p – Gartloist and Keills. 
151p – Stanalane and 17 Ardview: 150p – Tallant and Ardbeg.
BELTx: 177p – Coille.
LLEYN: 140p – Lossit.
CHEVx: 162p and 158p – Aoradh : 152p – Conisby.
CROSS: 174p – Ardnave : 159p – Cragabus (G Currie).
MULE: 150p – Pairc A Chlassan.
BF: 158p – Coille Farm : 147p – Ceannacroic.

DALMALLY

UNITED Auctions sold 2,467 all classes lambs and sheep 
on Saturday, September 20 at Dalmally Auction Mart.  

A good show of all classes of stock sold at satisfactory 
levels for sellers and to a good ringside of buyers.  

Suffolk Cross lambs from Blarmafoldach, Fort William 
led the day’s top prices per head with a pen of Suffolk 
Crosses realizing £59.50 whilst Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay 
led the kilo prices with a pen of Blackface Wedder Lambs 
fetching 179 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs: SUFFx: £59.50 and £55.50 – Blarmafoldach. TEXx: 
£57.50 – 2 Keil Crofts: £55.00 – Brenchoille and Glenshel-
lach. CHAx: £54.50 – Blarmafoldach. CHEVx: £49.00 
and £45.50 – Lochdochart. CROSS: £49.00 – Garvachy: 
£48.50 – Blarmafoldach.  MULE: £48.00 – Glenshellach. BF: 
£51.00 – Reara: £47.00 – Littleport: £45.00 – Glenshellach: 
£43.50 – Glenfeochan Estate: £43.00 – Benmore Home Farm 
and Castles Estate.
Ewes: CROSS: £34.00 – Balnahard, Colonsay. BF: £45.00 – 
Glenorchy Farm: £44.50 – Stroneskar.
Top prices per kilo: SUFFx: 163p – Glenshellach: 162p – Gar-
rogie Estate. TEXx: 162p  and 161p – Brenchoille. CHEVx: 
170p – Lochdochart: 163p – Garrogie Estate. CROSS: 161p 
– Brackley. BF: 179p – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay: 168p – 
Reara : 157p and 153p – Littleport : 149p – Blarghour: 147p 
– Tullochcan and Garvachy: 146p – Tullochcan and Garvachy: 
145p – Benmore Home Farm: 144p – Garrogie Estate. 

LOCHBOISDALE

A TOTAL of 1,876 all classes lambs and sheep were sold 
on Friday September 19 at the second sale at Lochboisdale 
Market by United Auctions.

With an increased ringside of mainland buyers present, 
all classes sold at values comparing favourably to current 
mainland prices.  

Suffolk cross lambs from 88 Bualadubh’s consignment 
sold to £65.50 with the total consignment averaging £52 per 
head.  

This was closely followed by 2/3 Airidh Mhuillin’s con-
signment when their cross lambs sold to £65.  Blackface 
wedder lambs from 3 Bunavullin, Eriskay led this section 
at £45.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs: SUFFx: £65.50, £57.00 and £54.00 – 88 Bualadubh. 
TEXx: £46.50 – Karingeidha. CROSS: £65.00 – 2/3 Airidhm-
huillin: £63.00 – 298 Kilphedar: £56.00 – 393 Garrynamonie: 
£55.00 – 6 Rhuban: £54.50 – Doon and 3 Kilaulay: £53.50 
– Saint Peters, 296 Kilphedar, 393 Garrynamonie and 
Saint Marys: £52.00 – 203 Stoneybridge: £51.50 – No88 
Bualadubh, No 2/3 Airidh Mhuillen and No2 Kileravagh: £51 
- No88 Bualadubh: £50 – Doon. BF: £46.00 – 3 Bunavullin: 
£45.50 – 3 North Locheynort: £45.00 – 11 Aird: £44.50 and 
£42.50 – Doon: £40.00 – 405B Smerclate.
Ewes: SUFFx: £51.00 – 3 Howbeg. CROSS: £54.00 – Saint 
Peters: £49.00 – 6B Gearadubh: £47 – No319 Kilphedar: £44 
– No 298 Kilphedar. BF: £40.00 – 325 North Boisdale.
Wedders: £55.00 – 296 Kilphedar: £48.00 and £44.00 – 465 
South Lochboisdale.  
Rams: £98 & £68 – 261 Daliburgh: £80 – No3 Bunavullin: 
£76 – No9 Milton: £61 – No7 Frobost and No5 West Kilbride.

FORT WILLIAM

AN EXCELLENT trade ahead of expectations saw Charo-
lais crosses selling at a premium at the September 20 sale by 
Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd in Fort William.

A total of 456 weaned calves and store cattle, 23 OTM 
cattle and 18 adult head of breeding cattle were sold.

Bullocks (273) averaged 289.7p and sold to 329.6p per kg 
for a pen of 270kg Charolais crosses from Dunlichity Farm, 
Farr, and £1,110 gross for a pair of 540kg Limousin crosses 
from South Laggan, Spean Bridge.

Heifers (183) averaged 252.6p and sold to 293.9p per 
kg for a pen of 245kg Charolais crosses from Ardtornish 
Farms, Oban, and £940 gross for a 445kg Charolais cross 
from Craigview, Arisaig.

OTM cows (20) sold to 127.9p per kg for a 645kg Luing 
cross from 1 Blaich, Fort William, and £965 gross for an 
820kg Aberdeen Angus cross from 6 Scotstown, Strontian.

OTM bulls (one) sold to 108.2p per kg and £1050 gross for 
a 970kg Limousin from 7 Clovullin, Ardgour.

Breeding cattle (18) sold to £1500 gross for an in-calf 
Limousin cross cow from 7 Clovullin.
Other leading prices per head and per kg:
Bullocks up to 200kg – Dunlichity, £570, 292.3p; 201-250kg 
– Dunlichity, £780, 325p; 251-300kg – Dunlichity, £890, Ard-
tornish Farms, 324.5p; 301-350kg – Keil Farm, Ardgour, £900, 
Lundavra, Fort William, 282p; 351-400kg – Culmill, Kiltarlity, 
£980, 264.9p; 401-450kg – Fersit, Roy Bridge, £1030, 228.9p; 
451-500kg – Fersit, £1030, 216.8p.
Heifers up to 200kg – Ardtornish Farms, £510, 275.7p; 201-
250kg – Ardtornish Farms, £720, 286.4p; 251-300kg – Moy 
Farm, Banavie, £740, Ardtornish Farms, 270.4p; 301-350kg – 
Lurignish, Appin, £750, 227.3p; 351-400kg – Lundavra, £670; 
401-450kg – Alaval, Benderloch, £790, Craigview, 211.2p.

THERE was a strong demand for quality lambs at Fort Wil-
liam on Tuesday September 16 as Dingwall and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 2,040 store sheep of all classes.

Lambs (1,732) averaged £35.50 per head and sold to £56 
gross for a pen of Charollais crosses from 63 Ormiscaig 
Beag, Kilchoan.

Ewes (297) sold to £52 gross for Crosses from Portanai-
seig, Acharacle.

Feeding sheep (11) sold to £58 gross for a Lleyn cross 
wedder from Torlundy Farm, Fort William.
Other leading prices per head:
Store lambs: Cross – Torlundy Farm, £56; SuffX – Traigh 
Farm, Arisaig and 19 Blarmacfoldach, Fort William, £55.50; 
Chev – Drumbuie, Drumnadrochit, £55; BF – Mucomir Farm, 
Spean Bridge, £55; CharX – 63 Ormiscaig Beag, £53.50; 
Lleyn – Torlundy Farm, £52.50.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

AN EFFICIENT, low-input cattle system being 
run at a farm south of Oban is being highlighted 
as a way forward in the face of changes to the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 

2 at Neil and Hazel McCorkindale’s Scammadale 
farm.

The McCorkindales run 70 Luing suckler cows 
and 350 Blackface ewes on 1,100 acres. 

management system, which is achieving good 
results, will help them adapt to CAP changes. 

assisting cattle, sheep and mixed arable farmers 
to make decisions that will ensure they are well 

CAP support. 
At Scammadale all the Luing cows are crossed 

with a Simmental bull to produce the popular 
Sim-Luing heifers for breeding while the bull 
calves are sold store. 

The herd is mainly spring calving, but around 20 
calve in October. 

Mr McCorkindale explained: ‘We only put the 
bulls in for 10 weeks with the spring calvers, as I 
like to get the calving over and done with by the 
end of May.’ 

In December, however, the bull goes in for only 
four weeks to keep the autumn calving period 
even tighter. 

Fertility within the herd is excellent, with 96 per 
cent of calves reared on average per year.

spring calving period, Mr McCorkindale believes 
another big advantage is a good, level batch of 
calves to sell in October. 

He said: ‘By October, there is little difference 

those that were born last.’ 
All the spring-calving cows go out to the hill 

after weaning in October where they do a good 

Oban farm looking to 
overcome CAP changes

PLANNING FOR PROFIT:  Neil and Hazel McCorkindale at their Scammadale farm

job utilising the rough grazing. 
However, 40 of the older cows are away-win-

tered at a farm in Braco, Perthshire, from 
December to March in time for calving in April 
and May.  

Just before Christmas, the home-wintered cows 
come down to the 60 acres of in-bye grass where 
they are fed silage and, during the calving period, 
also receive some concentrates, although Mr 
McCorkindale said the feeding regime is very 
weather dependent. 

low input, making the most of the rough hill 
ground available. 

The couple usually achieve around 85 per cent 
lambing for the pure Blackface ewes, and the 
lambs are sold store in September at Oban. 

The McCorkindales have worked out that they 
will be big losers as a result of changes to the 
CAP, having previously enjoyed a high entitle-
ment because of their fairly high stocking rates.  

system is readily adaptable and they should be 
able to adjust to the new Single Farm Payment 
without being forced to reduce stock numbers. 

The free meeting on October 2 will take place at 
the Kilninver farm from 1.30pm to 5pm.

The initiative is supported by the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s Skills Development Scheme, Quality 
Meat Scotland and NFU Scotland, and delivered 
by SAOS, SAC Consulting (part of Scottish Rural 
College) and 2 Mennie Cooks. 

 To register attendance, contact Kirsty at QMS on 
0131 472 4040 or email info@qmscotland.co.uk. 

share of £5,000 distributed annually by the Lewis Endowment Fund. 
The fund, managed by the James Hutton Institute, is open to applications 

enterprises on Lewis.
The fund was set up in 1930 through an endowment from Dr Thomas Bas-

sett Macaulay, who also endowed the Macaulay Institute for Soil Research, 
a predecessor organisation of the James Hutton Institute.

 Dr Macaulay had strong Lewis roots and the Lewis Endowment Fund is 
one of his enduring legacies.

Co-ordinator Professor Robin Pakeman said: ‘The institute is looking for 
proposals that will help secure the viability of existing, successful initia-
tives or add value to new ones.

‘The funds could be used to carry out feasibility studies, buy important 
equipment or develop infrastructure. 

In 2013, the Lewis Endowment Fund provided support for two projects. 
At the Macaulay College, the fund contributed to the cost of materials for 

its development project.

Macaulay College director Rebecca Engebretsen said: ‘The construction 
of the polytunnel and the growing project that has come as a result of it has 
been a huge success. 

immeasurable.’
Earlier this year, the fund contributed to the development of new pens at 

the Lewis and Harris Auction Mart. 
Donald Macleod, secretary of the committee, said: ‘We are grateful for 

from the Lewis Endowment Fund through the James Hutton Institute. 
‘Without this crucial level of private sector support it would not have been 

ongoing developments and improvements at the mart.’
More Lewis Endowment Fund information can be found by contacting 

robin.pakeman@hutton.ac.uk or visit www.hutton.ac.uk/lewisfund. 
The deadline for applications for 2015 is December 16.
Applications will be judged by a panel from the institute and the Scottish 

Crofting Foundation, and successful applicants will be informed by the end 
of January 2015.

Lewis crofting fund open to applications

Argyll lamb taster wins 
over Oban shoppers A CALL has been made for politicians to 

avoid a knee-jerk reaction when it comes 
to wildlife crime policing.

The Scottish Gamekeepers Association 
is asking for caution as the Scottish Gov-
ernment prepares to announce whether to 
extend investigative powers of the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SSPCA), with a public consulta-
tion on the proposals now closed.

The unexplained death of 24 raptors 
in the Highlands in March has led to 
campaign groups exerting pressure upon 
MSPs to push for new SSPCA powers – 
powers that were dismissed by MSPs and 
legal advisors in 2010.

But public criticism of police handling of 

are too stretched to tackle wildlife crime 
adequately.

However, Scotland’s gamekeepers be-
lieve politicians should make the decision 
on evidence rather than events in the 
Highlands.

They feel conservation groups have used 
the incident as a campaigning tool when 
little is yet known about the case.

‘There is no doubt Conon Bridge was 
an appalling crime. All partners and 
stakeholders in this case hope to get to a 
situation where there is closure, ultimately 

a prosecution and appropriate sentencing,’ 
said SGA chairman, Alex Hogg.

‘However, we feel it has also become a 
campaigning tool by certain groups eager 
to achieve their own objectives.

‘We hope, therefore, that politicians man-
age to separate [the raptor deaths] from what 
the possible implications are of having two 
campaigning charities, SSPCA and Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds, neither 
of which have the same accountability as 
police, involved in the delivery of justice. 

‘There is certainly no argument to sug-
gest having SSPCA inspectors, with the 
same evidence to work with as the police, 
would have made any difference in the 
Highlands.

‘If more resources are to be put towards 
wildlife crime, they should go to Police 
Scotland or another body accountable 
to the state which has no campaigning 
objectives.

‘Since 2010, when this issue about 

poisoning cases, from 28 to 6 in 2013. 
‘While more still requires to be done, we 

believe it could be a backwards step to risk 
what has been achieved as a reaction to 
events in the Highlands.’

FARMERS from Argyll were serving up a treat for customers 
of Tesco in Oban when lamb from Ifferdale in Kintyre was 
on the menu.

The event marked a national three-month campaign to 
promote lamb as a healthy and sustainable product, which is 
grown in the ‘pure and natural’ environment of Argyll.

The campaign, Wham Bam Thank You Lamb, saw hill 
farmers join the campaign for people to eat fresh and local.

Encouraging customers to learn about the versatility, sim-
plicity and speed of cooking with lamb the event was called 
the Love Scottish Lamb Weekend. 

Organisers were pleased with the many people who tasted a 
lamb burger or a lamb kebab.

Food from Argyll co-ordinator Fergus Younger was on hand 
to support and promote the busy event.

He said: ‘Argyll Hill Lamb is amongst the best in the world 
for purity and sustainability - people really can taste how good 
it is.’

Sybil McPherson, chairwoman of the National Sheep Asso-
ciation Scotland, added: ‘On average, a three-ounce serving 
of lamb is lean and has only 175 calories. 

diets. 
‘On average, it’s an excellent source of protein, omega three, 

vitamin B12, niacin, zinc and selenium and a good source of 

‘It is also bred locally out on the hill and should be a part of 
a regular healthy diet.’

Gamekeepers call for caution on wildlife crime powers
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S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150
 

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

Mazda 3 sport

£1,800 o.n.o.

Contact 07795 084098

Good condition, low 

mileage, 1 years MOT, 

taxed.

Volvo s40 DSE (2004) 2000cc

£3,300 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770600716 or 07786145556 (Arran)

Full leather interior, 

mot’d June 2015, 

Taxed Feb 2015.  2 new 

tyres, new brake pads, 

kalipers, drop links FSH

Kia Rio 2

Cost £12,000
will sell for £8,500.

Tel: 01770 870399 (Arran)

1.25 5dr hatch red. Reg 

05.06.14 - only 2000 

miles. Spare wheel plus 3 

years service paid. 

7 year warranty. 

FORD TRANSIT 140

£5,500 excluding 
VAT o.n.o

Contact 01496 810 382 or 07768 576 544

T330, RWD, 2008, 

green, 53,000 miles, 

electric pack & 

Bluetooth. 

WANTED 4x4

Telephone 0792 5715321

Any year or condition, would 
consider any kind of pick-up or 
jeep, will collect and pay cash.

Renault Kangoo

£1,500 o.n.o.

Tel:01546 870 642

2005, diesel, 145,500 
mileage, engine 
replaced. Taxed until 
Feb 2015, MOT until 
March 2015. Good 
condition with new 
tyres, radio and CD

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED

Tel 07788 260263

Caravans, Campervans, 
all Motor Homes, any year,

size or condition, even damp 
or damaged. 

Will collect and pay cash.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 

or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, 
Toyota, Landrover, Mitsubishi, 

high miles no problem, 
MOT or not, instant decision, 

same day payment.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new, 
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Peugeot Elddis 180

£32,000 o.n.o.

Telephone 01967 402300/07867 975405

2011, 9,600 miles, 

Tax Nov 2014, MOT,  

6 berth, Fridge, Gas 

Heating & Electric, 

TV, DVD TV, plus full 

awning.

Highlander fast fi sher 15½’ 2010

Tel: 07788 731967   Ask for George

4 stroke & 2.3hp Tohastu 4 stroke 

25hp 2010. Boat and engines in 

new condition. Trailer, cover, fi dh 

fi nder, echo sounder, GPS, ship to 

shore. Cost new £13,000. Quick 

sale required. Can be seen at North 

Ledaig.

£7,750

Iveco Daily 35C15 pick up

Buy before end of 
September £5950

Tel: 07808 094020 
please leave a message

2007, Long 14’ bed 
aluminum drop sides, 
37k miles. Blaupunkt 
radio /cassette, tow bar, 
seat covers. Tested until 
15/09/2015, tax until end of 
February 2015

2005 Renault Megane

£250 o.n.o

Call 01770 860202 (Arran)

Automatic, MOT 

until April 2015, 

mechanically 

sound and runs 

well.

Vauxhall astra van 2007

£2750

Contact James on - 07717437257

1.7ctdi 90k miles
Silver/Grey
Taxed and tested with 
service history

Dockrell 22 sail boat

Call Forbes boat Care on 720007

This excellent little sailing boat 

has been signifi cantly reduced 

in price for a quick sale

£2000

Motor Sailor 25’ X 10’

Tel 01259 750443

V. good condition, Surveyed 

2005, Leyland Daf Diesel 

40hp. Mooring Tarbert paid 

to 31/03/15.

Reduced to 
£3750 o.n.o.

ADVERTISING IN OUR DRIVETIMES IS ONLY £30 FOR TWO WEEKS 

Wanted 
all types 
of 4 x 4 

vehicles

 Telephone 
01250 884306

 Mobile  
07885 203020

Landrovers, any 
4x4, Toyotas, Nissan, 

considered. 
Also non-runner and 
accident damaged, 

MOT failure, single or 
double cab.

Genuine people 
to deal with.

‘Kaleda’
Nicholson 26

Telephone:  

07789 604468

ams.manson@gmail.com                      

£9,750

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



LETTINGS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS

PROPERTY NEWS 

LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO LET WANTED

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Promote your business in our Property 

INSURANCE

FOR SALE COMMERCIAL

ONE BED 
FLAT
Fully

furnished

Torlundy area.

Please contact:

07767 446 527

TOWN CENTRE 
ONE BED FLAT 

Unfurnished 
and recently 
refurbished.

No DSS
£400 per month

Contact :
01852 300432

Window Blinds

LAND 
WANTED

Reasonably priced 
building plot 
/ arable small 

holding, freehold, 
approximately 
1-3 acres, with 

planning consent. 
Please contact Jen. 
Tel: 07757 709 758
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The Specialist 
Property Adviser

Calls may be recorded for quality or training purposes christie.com

• Well fitted traditional convenience store
• Net weekly sales c. £8,000. Located in residential area
• Retirement sale after c. 21 years
• Energy Rating F

Guide Price £135,000 Freehold

DUNOLLIE STORES – OBAN

David Higgins 
T: 0141 413 4652
E: david.higgins@christie.com Ref 68/10900 S

For further information, please contact:

Property Photography

WANTED ALL 4 X 4’S

Telephone
07789 138028

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrovers etc, 
mileage no problem.  Distance no 

object.  Specialise in Vauxhall Brava 
and Isuzu pick-ups.

Landrover Freelander

£2,950

Telephone : 01770 700697 (Arran)

2003 TD

5 door, long mot & 

tax. 84,000 miles.

Immaculate for year

Nissan X-Trail 2 litre dci Aventura

£9,400

Telephone : 07968 595619

2008 plate, 71800 miles, good 

fuel economy, full leather 

interior, full service history, MOT 

till March 2015, immaculate 

condition throughout, very high 

spec, heated seats, full leather, 

panoramic sunroof, Bluetooth:

Vauxhall Movano Van

£1,300 ono 

Telephone : 07788 505224

55 reg, 2.5CDTi

MOT till end of year,

4 good tyres, 

good condition for year, 

wood lined, 100,000 miles, CD 

player, central locking.

Suzuki carry van

Tel: 01631 710505

Dark blue, one owner since new, 
40,000 miles only, one years MOT

£1,200

Citroen Picasso Xsara

Tel: 07423 700 420

YREG  MOT MAY 2014 
CAR TAX FEB 2014

£650 

LUNAR 505L 
LX2000 CARAVAN

Tel: 07793 949492

4 berth, 1999, includes awning
£2,200 ono

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

 Ifor Williams Cargo box trailer

Telephone : 07511 114528 

with double sliding 

doors each side. Ideal for 

transporting, storage and is 

currently fi tted out as mobile 

site offi  ce with lights, sockets, 

heater. Box is ext. L4.7m x 

W2.4m x H2.5m£1,900

west coast

west coast

west coast

west coast

•  A personal and friendly service with local contacts
•  All properties graded to tourist board standards FREE of charge
•  FREE photography and professional copywriting
•  Expert yield management and payment in advance

If you’re thinking of holiday 
letting – we’re the No 1 choice

Call our Property Recruitment team on  
0845 268 0555
Email letmycottage@wynvr.co.uk
or visit www.letmycottage.co.uk
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HGV DRIVERS
Due to our continuing growth we have vacancies for 
HGV drivers delivering product from our quarries 
in the Argyll & Bute area i.e. Oban and surround, 
ideally experienced in delivering concrete, asphalt 
and aggregates although this is not essential as 
training will be provided.  You must have:

driving licence. 
We are looking for candidates who have the 
experience to fulfil this role and who have the 
personal qualities to provide a positive and 
proactive contribution to our team.
We offer competitive terms and other benefits 
associated with a progressive employer.

If you wish to be considered for a position, 
please send a copy of your CV to 

gill.kerr@breedonaggregates.com or 
HR Manager, Breedon Aggregates, 

Ethiebeaton Quarry, Monifieth, 
Angus, DD5 3RB. 

COBHAIR BHARRAIGH 
CARE SERVICE MANAGER

responsible for the operational running of the service and its compliance with 

role essential and a management qualification is an advantage.

btconnect.com
Closing Date: Friday 3rd October 2014

Donald McLean 
Contractors

360° OPERATORS
for 360° operators for contracts in Kintyre. 
A good package with excellent rate of pay, 
pension and terms & conditions is available 
for skilled, experienced operators with 
certification.

Email CV to 
mcleandonald@btconnect.com.

Farm Technicians
Isle of Muck

Salary £17,978 - £22,808 plus overtime and bonus

work on a two week on/off rota.

of duties including feeding, net changing and other general farm 
tasks, and be willing to work flexibly to meet the demands of the 

out of seven days. 
Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive 
approach to this type of work and who are competent swimmers.  

provided

these vacancies please submit an application 

Closing date unless otherwise
stated: 10 October 2014.
To apply visit our website

Home Carer (Permanent)
£16,880 to £18,424 pro rata Mid-Argyll Area Ref: CMA00484
The hours are variable, as required, based on a rota system

Reserve School Crossing Patroller (Casual)
£12,501 to £13,292 pro rata Campbeltown Ref: DVR00151
Hours to be as and when required

Assistant Social Care Worker (Permanent)
£19,002 - £20,179 pro rata Isle of Tiree Ref: CMA00737
This post is for 21 hours per week

Gaelic Language Childcare & Education 
Worker (Permanent)
£21,534 - £23,505 pro rata Oban Ref: CME01271
This post is for 21 hours per week

Community Payback Work Supervisor (Permanent)
£21,534 - £23,505 pro rata Oban Ref: CMF00241
This post is for 21 hours per week

Additional Support Needs Assistant (Temporary)
£15,968 - £17,428 pro rata Barcaldine Primary School Ref: CME35998
This post is for 17.5 hours per week

Cleaner (Permanent)
£12,501 - £13,292 pro rata Oban Ref: CTF00613
This post is for 7.5 hours per week

Assistant Cook (Permanent)
£14,599 - £15,457 Mull Ref: CMA00770

Classroom Assistant: Gaelic Medium (Temporary)
£15,968 - £17,428 pro rata Tiree Pre 5 Unit Ref: CME36366
This post is for 15 hours 50 minutes per week.

� 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
Applications are invited for the following post: -

TANKER DRIVER

good practical mechanical knowledge, it will also 
be a requirement for this role to undertake and 

to: -
The HR Department, Gleaner Oils Ltd

Milnfield, Elgin, Moray, IV30 1UU
Or 

by e-mail to  :  hr@gleaner.co.uk

and international levels, leading innovation and sustainable development in 
agriculture and rural sectors.

area and linear measuring of agricultural and environmental features and 
sampling as well as a range of other administration tasks.

essential and knowledge of agriculture and other rural business is desirable.

Apply online at http://www.sruc.ac.uk. 

Closing date: 7 October 2014 Please quote: C/FRBS/1126/14

SRUC: Leading the way in Agricultural 
and Rural Research, Education and Consultancy.

TECHNICAL ADMINISTRATOR

We are currently recruiting 
Nurses to compliment our 

existing highly skilled team
You must have a flexible approach 
to shift pattern and be able to work

nights and weekends.

Advanced skill training can be 
given to successful candidates.

Variety of hours and competitive rates of pay.

We also require care assistants 
to enhance our skilled team.

Flexible approach to working required 
Good rates of pay and a variety of hours.

to successful candidates.

Please contact the Manager Louise Glasgow 
on 01631 720278 for application 

or for further information

D A Boyd Groundworks 
has a Vacancy for a 

360 Excavator Operator 

For More Information please Contact us  - 
07818045231

James D Bilsland Ltd are an 
independent family run fuel 

distribution company and currently 
require an experienced LGV Driver 

with necessary CPC card, ADR 
is preferred but not required as 

training will be provided.

multi-drop deliveries to domestic, 
commercial and agricultural properties.  

 Applicants must have good geographical 
knowledge, excellent personal and 

interpersonal skills, & health & safety 
knowledge.

Reshaping Care for Older People Programme

  

Van Drivers
Due to increased work load we have 2 vacancies 
with immediate start for multi-drop delivery and 
collection drivers for the Argyll and Highlands areas.

possess excellent communication skills we would 
be pleased to hear from you.

In the first instance please email 
enquiries@obanexpress.com with your CV.  

Interviews will take place week 
commencing 29 September 2014

STAFF REQUIRED:
Receptionist – 2 Positions available 

– Full Time & Permanent 
Housekeeping

Rates of pay subject to experience
Application Process

CV’s can be posted to : Royal Hotel, Argyll 
Square, Oban, PA34 4BE or Email to

royalobanmanager@strathmorehotels.com
Application forms can be picked up at the 

hotel’s reception 24 hours a day.
Prod Status: Awaiting artwork

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER
FACLAIR NA GÀIDHLIG

Faclair na Gàidhlig is an inter-university initiative by the universities of 

for the post of Development Officer to enable this important initiative to go 

role in the development and establishment of a secure funding stream for 

considered.

fundraising with excellent communication and presentation skills.  You will be 
a team player with meticulous attention to detail and the ability to plan and 
prioritise tasks including identifying and securing sources of funding.
Faclair na Gàidhlig is committed to securing and enhancing the status of 
Gaelic.  Opportunities to learn the language can be made available.

Retail Assistant Manager
OBAN
An opportunity has arisen for a talented individual 
to assist in the development of our Oban branch.
The Company

jewellery.  We are proud of our tradition and 

The Job

have complete branch responsibility for the 
development of its sales potential and for building 
a local reputation for the values, expertise, service 
and above all our unique jewellery.
The Candidate

jewellery or related fashion industry with a 
passion for customer service seeking a new and 
exciting challenge within an environment where 
they can develop and excel.
The Offer

generous staff discount, 28 days holiday per year

Armed Forces & 

veterans to transition to 
civilian life, are seeking 
an Admin Assistant at 
their office based in 

include assisting to 
prepare financial reports, 

Fund criteria and general 
office tasks.

Flexible part time hours, 
with a view to full time in 
the near future.
Please email CV 
applications to: mandy.
crompton@afvestates.
co.uk
Telephone:   Mandy 
Crompton  01546 870677

CLASS 2 DRIVER
REQUIRED FOR DAILY 
DELIVERY OF ‘BULK 
ANIMAL FEEDING’

2 X CLASS 1 HGV DRIVERS

Please telephone 01586 551111 or 
email charles@mcfadyens.net
 Glebe Street, Campbeltown, 

Argyll PA28 6JJ

Est 1901 Est 1901

MCFADYENS 
TRANSPORT LTD

Scottish Field, the country’s 
leading monthly glossy, 
is looking for full-time 
writer and sub-editor.

keen and enquiring mind, good work 
ethic and ability to write engagingly on 

a diverse range of subjects.

CVs to editor, Richard Bath - 
rbath@scottishfield.co.uk

Email: rbath@scottishfield.co.uk
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Oban Communities Trust are holding 
a further public meeting on Saturday 
27th September 2014 at 2pm within 

the Royal Hotel, Argyll Square, 
Oban.  Everyone interested in the 

former Rockfield School Project must 
attend.  We will update you, seek 

memberships and appoint directors. 
Please Attend.

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

Mr A MacDonald

23 & 24a Carnach, Lismore 
& Appin

0.18 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 

4.86.51205

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Rct No Driver Town Co-Driver Town Make Model Class Rct No Driver Town Co-Driver Town Make Model Class

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 3rd October from 3.00pm - 5.00pm in the Municipal 
Buildings, Albany Street, Oban.

He can be contacted by by e mail – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02088/PPP Site for the erection of one 
dwellinghouse

Land East Of 44A Glencruitten Drive 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4EJ

Oban Area Office

14/02197/PP Erection of croft house Land North Of Willies Cottage 
Kilchrenan By Taynuilt PA351HG

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/02213/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
detached garage, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access 
(amended design relative to planning 
permission reference 12/01406/PP)

Land West Of Seaside (South Plot) 
Vaul Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6TP

Tiree Area Office

14/02218/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse 
with stables and riding arena

Land East Of Arle Farmhouse Aros 
Isle Of Mull Argyll

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

14/02241/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South West Of Lora House 
Connel Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA37 1PA

Sub Post Office 
Connel

14/02243/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/01642/PPP -
Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
and the installation of a septic tank

Land East Of Lorn Sawmills Ltd 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02193/PP Alterations and extension to leisure centre Isle Of Eriska Hotel Isle Of Eriska 
Benderloch Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA37 1SD

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/02204/
CONAC 

Demolition of external stairs Old Schoolhouse Breadalbane Street 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 7:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01679/PP Change of use of dwellinghouse (class 
9) to form guest house (class 7) and 
conversion of detached garage to 
provide owners living accommodation

Southbrae Port Charlotte Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02083/PP Alterations to shopfront, installation of 
2 condenser units and relocation of 2 
condenser units

Co-op Store 75 Frederick Crescent 
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA42 7BE

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD.

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus BhòidTRANSPORT SCOTLAND

A82 870 BALLACHULISH BRIDGE RESURFACING
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to re-waterproof and resurface Ballachulish Bridge, 
including the footways, on the A82, between south and north 
Ballachulish is-
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment as amended by Council Directive 
No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 
55A(7) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the 
said Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria contained 
in Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject to an 
environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Directive,
and accordingly the project does not require the publication of an 
Environmental Statement.
R BRANNEN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland

Trunk Roads Bus Operations

Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

19 September 2014

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (CRIANLARICH BYPASS) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF USE) ORDER 2014
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order temporarily prohibiting the use of vehicles on the following length 
of road:
That length of the A82 Dalnottar-Inverness Trunk Road, at Crianlarich, 
from a point 60 metres or thereby south of its junction with the A84/
A85 Stirling-Crianlarich Trunk Road at Crianlarich, to a point 1670 
metres or thereby south of that point, a total distance of 1670 metres or 
thereby. This Order, which is required because works are being or are 
proposed to be executed on or near the said length of road to allow 
construction work to take place, will be in operation from 2 October 
2014 until 1 April 2015 and will only have effect in relation to such 
length of the road as is indicated by the appropriate traffi c signs. The 
Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for fi re 
brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes, or to vehicles while 
being used in connection with the works.
Alternative routes for the traffi c during the prohibition will be signposted. 
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/
legal-requirements/road-and-traffi c-orders/TROs
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk roads visit 
www.traffi cscotland.org.uk
AC MCLAUGHLIN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland

Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 

Glasgow G4 0HF

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at 
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/03459/FUL

 

Boathouse,Laudale  
Ardgour 

Proposed demolition 
of existing boatshed & 
erection of replacement 
boathouse

14/03471/PIP

 

Land South West of Inchree 
Chalets, Righ Crescent, 
Onich 

Erection of three private 
dwellings (amended 
proposals to 08/00239/
OUTLO and 12/00263/PIP)

14/03478/PIP

 

Land 80M NW of The 
Rowans, Bohuntin,  
Roy Bridge 

Formation of house plot

14/03546/FUL White Corries (Meall A 
Bhuiridh), Glencoe

 

Replace 3 existing antenna 
on an existing 9 metre 
mast with; 2 stack 2 dipole 
installed at height 8.5m 
azimuth 85 deg; and 2 
stack 2 dipole installed at 
height 5m azimuth 85 deg; 
and a small GPS antenna.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX 
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

public notices
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Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES MOBILITY

DRAINAGE

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

TRIPLE GLAZING AVAILABLE ON
 SOME WINDOWS AND DOORS

UP TO 50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS
Contact Consultant

Tel: 07816 934364

WINDOWS & DOORS

GROUNDWORKSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

has changed!

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

like us on facebook       www.facebook.com/obantimes
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PERSONAL NOTICES

ADVERTISING

GERMAN 
SHEPHERD

£500
TEL 01680 300567

Handsome German 
Shepherd 7 month old 
very loving male black/

tan GSD, fully vaccinated,  
microchipped and neutered. 
Excellent pedigree. Loves 

people and children. 
Genuine reason for sale

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Emily Alison Graham 
GRAHAM - Ross and 
Lianne (nee Fisher)
are delighted to announce the safe 

Alison at the RAH on Thursday 
4th of September 2014. Fourth 
grandchild for Dougie and Allison 

for James and Ali Fisher, Bunessan.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

CLOWN FIGURINE Nadal  
Circus clown approx 25 cm 
height limited edition,  £15 
Telephone 07754 998565.
CLOWN FIGURINE Circus 
Clown playing violin. Ap-
prox 25 cm height on large 
base from the Leonardo col-
lection 1993 with box,  £20 
Telephone 07754 998565.
CLOWN FIGURINES 3 
Clown Figurines from the 
Leonardo Collection, approx 
13 cm height,  £15 Telephone 
07754 998565.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD VIEW CAR MIR-
ROR John Lewis Car Mirror 
to view baby.  As new in 
packaging.  Packaging 
little crumpled.  Was £4.95. 
(Oban),  £2.50 Telephone 
07809 339422.
NURSERY PICTURES 
OF LAMBS 2 collages in 

RAYBURN 
COOKER

£1000
TEL 01586 552773 

Evenings

Green Rayburn 355S 
central heating cooker, 

heats 6-8 radiators. 
Excellent condition

cream wooden frames. 1 in 
green with ladybird and 1 in 
blue with duckling.  From 
art gallery. Can email pic. 
Oban,  £30 Telephone 07809 
339422.
SILVER CROSS LINEAR 
FREEWAY in great con-
dition, Pistachio Green. 
Comes from a non-smoking 
and pet free home,  £95 
Telephone 01631 571069.

 BICYCLES
LADIES, GENTS AND 
CHILD'S Cycles, in excel-
lent condition,  £50 the lot 
Telephone 01855 821031.
MEM MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Muddy fox mountain bike 
good condition,  £60 Tele-
phone 07807 521061.

 BOOKS
NEW BABY BOOKS 2 
books from the New Baby 
range to read with toddler 
before new baby arrives.  
'Waiting for Baby' & 'My 

New Baby'.  As New,  £10 
Telephone 07809 339422.

 BUILDING / DIY
PINE DOORS 6 x panelled 
doors 2'6" with handles and 
hinges,  £15 each Telephone 
01852 316005 evening.
SANIFLO/TURBO FLUSH  
used,  £30 Telephone 07950 
253281.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

MENS BLACK LEATHER 
HARD ROCK  Jacket, 
fantastic, new, black leather 
'Hard Rock' jacket,  bought 
in N.Y.Logo to rear,  Size 
M,  £50ono Telephone 01631 
770394.
MENS GHILLIE BROUG-
ES black Ghillie Brouges 
Size 8,  excellent condition,  
£10 Telephone 01631 770394.
MENS HARRIS TWEED 
JACKET brand new, Men's 
Harris Tweed jacket size 42-
44, £50ono Telephone 01631 
770394.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

3 SPEED STAND FAN 
adjustable height. Rotates 
180 degrees, used but in as 
new condition.  Very quiet 
and effective,  £10 Telephone 
01586 551497.
DUAL FUEL COOKER 
Newholme, gas hob, elec-
tric grill and oven,  £50 
Telephone 01852 316005 
evening.
FRIDGE Electrolux under 
counter fridge with ice 
compartment, vgc,  £50 
Telephone 07411 505040.

 DOMESTIC PETS

BORDER COLLIE PUPPY 
Delightful, very friendly and 
active. Bitch, 4 months old, 
vaccinated,  £200 Telephone 
01631 710727.
COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPPIES Working pedigree 
with 43 FTCh, home reared 
legally docked wormed 
vaccinated microchipped. 
Available mid October excl 
homes req,  £650 Telephone 
07792 885852.
PARSON RUSSELL 
TERRIER PUPS 4 dogs, 2 
bitches, ready from 4th Oc-
tober,  £250 Telephone 01855 
811160 or 07875 948933.

 EQUESTRIAN
REG'D BAY 14.2 CON-
NEMARA FILLY backed 
and ridden on.  Now ready 
for schooling on. Other 
ponies for sale.  For details. 
Telephone 01631 564085 or 
07990 731845.

 FURNITURE
4 LEATHER CHOCOLATE 
BROWN  dining chairs, nice 
condition, 4 leather dining 
chairs,  £80 Telephone 
07828 730964.
ARMCHAIR AND FOOT-
STOOL soft chestnut brown 
chair and foot stool. well 
loved but still nice,  £70 
Telephone 07828 730964.
NATURAL ROOT SIDE 
TABLE bought in Loch 
Fyne Gallery, small natural 
root side table, 60cmx48cm, 
triangularish top, very 
heavy. Collect in Campbel-
town,  £75 Telephone 01586 
551497.
SQUARE DINING TABLE 
square light wood dining 
table,  £80 Telephone 07828 
730964.
WARDROBE large solid 
green oak wardrobe. Vin-
tage style. Could be a blank 
canvas for someone with an 
eye for interior design,  £99 
Telephone 01631 358058.
WARDROBE SYSTEM 

system light oak, free to 
a good home.  Telephone 
01866 822251.

 GARDEN
FLYMO SCIROCCO LEAF 
BLOWER ex condition, 
like new, corded electric, 
2500watt. costs £70 new 
(Oban),  £40 Telephone 
07931 500615.
OUTDOOR PLANT POTS,  
£10 each Telephone 07879 
018842.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
WEIGHT BENCH & 
WEIGHTS 104 kilos of cast 
iron weights, barbell, 2x 
sets dumbbells plus weight 
bench. Collect only,  £99ono 
Telephone 07926 170549.
YORK EXERCISE BIKE /
Rowing Machine, computer 
for heart rate, speed, time, 
distance, excellent condi-
tion. £495 new, collection 
only,  £99 Telephone 07703 
798907.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

NONFUMO FLUE SYS-

nylon chimney rods x 6, one 
meter lengths. Unused, £135 
new,  £90 Telephone 01866 
822713.

TWO COAL SCUTTLES,  
£10 each Telephone 07879 
018842.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

ENORMOUS QUANTITY 
PAPER CRAFT 5 crates 
of paper, card, scrapbooks, 
stickers, ribbon, glitter glue, 
tags, decoupage, peel-offs 
etc. Collect Campbeltown,  
£99 Telephone 01586 551497.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue & 
Baby Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
ROCK TUMBLER used 
in working condition. 3 
bags grit, 2 1lb barrels. No 
instructions. As is. Collect 
Campbeltown,  £25 Tele-
phone 01586 551497.

TANNED DYED LEATH-
ER SCRAPS 1.450 kilos 
leather pieces, many colours 
and weights, suitable for 
small projects, applique and 
patchwork. Campbeltown,  
£15 Telephone 01586 551497.
TASCO DELUX MICRO-
SCOPE 1950'S A 1950's set 
complete with wood carry-
ing case, 3 instruments(3 
missing) and 2 blank glass 
slides. Collect from Camp-
beltown,  £25 Telephone 
01586 551497.
WORKBENCH 60cm 
wooden top on metal base 
with two clamps. Collect 
from Campbeltown,  £15 
Telephone 01586 551497.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BLACK ALUMINUM 
FRONT DOOR black alu-
minium large front door with 
frosted glass panels,  £99 
Telephone 07500 886479.
CARPET red sitting room 
carpet as new also hall carpet 
same pattern, underlay also 
available ,  £85 Telephone 
01866 822251.
TWO STANDARD LAMPS 
,  £15 each Telephone 07879 
018842.

 HOME OFFICE
BEAUTIFUL WOOD AND 
STEEL DESK Wide desk 
from Pottery Barn, beautiful 
solid wood , extremely 
heavy. Other matching items 
available,  £99 Telephone 
07828 730964.
DESK wooden computer/
studying desk. Can deliv-
er,  £40 Telephone 01631 
358058.
HEAVY WOOD AND 
STEEL DESK  Chair, Pot-
tery barn heavy wood desk 
chair, swivels, matching 
desk available,  £99 Tele-
phone 07828 730964.
POTTERY BARN OFFICE 
SHELVES beautiful solid 
wood and metal shelving 
unit, Pottery Barn, other 
items available to match. 
Very Heavy, excellent qual-
ity,  £99 Telephone 07828 
730964.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BATHROOM SINK brand 
new bathroom sink, long 
tear shape, very stylish,  £99 
Telephone 07500 886479.
LARGE BATH large deep 
bath, 8 feet by 4 feet,  £99 
Telephone 07500 886479.
NEW DURAVIT BATH-
ROOM ROUND Sink, 
brand new Duravit bathroom 

round sink,  £99 Telephone 
07500 886479.
SMALL CHEST FREEZER 
Norfrost, white colour, lid 
opens upwards, clean work-
ing cond size 33" high, 21.5" 
wide/deep. Tarbert area,  £15 
Telephone 01880 821455.
TWYFORD BRAND NEW 
SANITARY Ware, brand 
new unused toilet,  £80 
Telephone 07828 730964.
TWYFORD BRAND NEW 
SANITARY  Ware, brand 
new unused square Twyford 
sink,  white, contemporary,  
£80 Telephone 07828 
730964.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYBLISS PRO PER-
FECT CURL brand new 
in box, makes beautiful 
professional curls. Would 
make great Xmas gift, £120 
@ Argos selling for,  £80 
Telephone 01631 770394.

 LIVESTOCK
COLLIE DOG good home 
wanted for affectionate 
handsome dog. Weir, Inver-
nahyle, Appin.  Telephone 
01631 730244.
ZWARTLE TUPPS reg-
istered and MV credited, 
guaranteed stock getters.  
Dougall, Isle of Iona. Tele-
phone 01681 700626.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
BELFAST SINK  suitable 

for garden planting/or use as 
an outdoor sink, £10.  I also 
have a second sink for sale 
for £10.  Telephone 01631 
770394.
INDUSTRIAL GARAGE/
UNIT HEATER Clarke 
Devil 850 Space heater, 

cond inc a 4' tall gas bottle 
with gas in. Selling for,  £90 
Telephone 01631 770394.
LARGE ANTIQUE VIC-
TORIAN SAFE very large 
Victorian working safe 
with all keys to locks, buyer 
uplifts. Please be aware this 
is a very heavy item,  £99 
Telephone 01631 770394.

 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER,   
£175 Telephone 01586 
810223.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

BLACK LEATHER JACK-
ET  and Trousers, black 
leather motor bike jacket and 
trousers, excellent condition 
no marks/no scratches, size 
42,  £50 Telephone 01631 
770394.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

TRAMPOLINE 15ft tram-
poline, good used condition. 

Safety net included but needs 
attention,  £65 Telephone 
01852 200209.

 POWER TOOLS
HUSQVARNA 55 POWER-
SAW,   £99 Telephone 07770 
623486.
MAKITA LS1013 sliding 
mitre saw, 240v,  £225ono 
Telephone 07881 806640.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep your 
important documents safe 
from dust, dirt, tears and 
creases. A4-£2, A3-£3. Con-
tact Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES Cus-
tomised to suit any style or 
occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites & 
envelopes for £28.00. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities con-
sidered.  Telephone 07435 
589701 .
SNARE DRUM Dance 
band snare drum with stand 
and drummers wood block. 
Telephone 01631 562930.

80th Birthday

Leslie Servant
Happy 80th 
Birthday
26th September
With love from all the 
family xx
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD
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MEMORIALS

GRADUATIONS

Rhoda Beaton recently graduated from Heriot-Watt 
University with a BA Hons in Fashion Communication. 

Rhoda is the daughter of James and Jenny Beaton, 

Katherine Jane MacKenzie daughter of Morag 
and Iain MacKenzie, Troon and granddaughter of 

graduated from the University of Dundee with a joint 
Honours in Film and English.

BIRTHS
MAY - Colin and Paula 
(née Duncan) are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of their precious twins, a 
son Kayden William and a 
daughter Kearney Isabella born 
on September 12, 2014. Many 
thanks to midwives and staff at 
Oban and R.A.H, Paisley.

 - Elliot and Kerry 
(nee MacLaren) are delighted 
to announce the birth of their 
son Ruaridh John Angus 
on Saturday, September 13, 
2014 at the RAH, Paisley. 
Second grandchild for Richard 
Yates, Glasgow and Jennifer 

grandchild for John and Angela 
MacLaren, Oban. Thanks to 
Oban midwives and staff at the 
RAH, Paisley.

ENGAGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - ALT - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement on 
September 19, 2014 of Stuart, 
son of David and Barbara, 
formerly of Tayvallich to Bron, 
daughter of Christine and 
Donald, QLD, Australia.

MACKAY - NAPIER - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Shona Mhairi, eldest daughter 
of John and Joanie, Tobermory 
to Keith Alexander, eldest son 
of Iain and Sheila, Lanark.

SILVER WEDDINGS

- At Salen Parish Church on 
September 29, 1989 by the 
late Rev. Bill Pollock Eddie to 
Sheena. Glenessca, Salen, Isle 
of Mull. 

DEATHS
Peacefully 

at home on Wednesday 
September 24, 2014, Ian 
Aitchison aged 72 years. 
Loving husband of Moira and 
dear father of David, John 
and Brian. Adored grandpa 
of Calum, Lachlan, Eilidh, 
Lewis, Thomas and Daisy. 
Dearly loved father-in-law, 
brother and friend to many. 
Funeral service will be held on 
Saturday September 27 at 1pm 
in Kilmallie Parish Church, 
Corpach. Donations, if desired 
to Glen Mor Medical Practice 
may be given at the door or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.

 - Peacefully 
at home on Isle of Tiree on 
Tuesday, September
16, 2014, in her 86th year, 
Margaret (Peggy) MacKenzie 
Cameron (née MacCallum), 
beloved wife of the late Bobby, 
a dear mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. 
Funeral service was held in 
Tiree Parish Church on Friday, 
September 19, followed by 
interment at Soroby Cemetery.
Sadly missed.
CUMMING - Peacefully 
on September 17, 2014, 
Elizabeth, née Robb, wife of 
the late Peter Cumming, 30 
Glenview, Dalmally, beloved 
mother, grandmother, great- 
grandmother and sister. Sorely 
missed. Funeral service will 
take place at Glenorchy Kirk, 
Dalmally on October  2 at 11.00 
am.  Thereafter to Cardross 
Crematorium 2.15 pm Family 

collection/donations if desired 
for Chest, Heart & Stroke 
Scotland & Leukaemia Care 
Scotland.

 - Iain 
Somerled MacDonald, died 
peacefully at home on Friday, 
September 19, 2014. Beloved 
husband of Riona, dear father 
of Angus, Duncan, Marion, 
Annabel and Susan, loving 
grandfather to Jessica, Kyle, 
Ruby, Fionn, Tess, Eoin, 
Duncan and Edward and 
brother to Marion, Elspeth and 
the late Neil. Sorely missed.

Linda - 
27 April 1957 - 18 September 
2014. Peacefully, with her 
family by her side, following a 
nine month battle with cancer. 
Beloved wife of Murdoch 
MacDougall and much loved 
maumie of Christine Irvine, 
Susan Irvine and Mikey 
MacDougall. A Celebration 
of Life will take place on 
Friday, September 26, 2014 
at The Corran Halls, Oban at 
1.00 p.m. Retiral collection/
donations will be taken for 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
(Macmillan Nurses).

 - Peacefully 
at home in Fort William on 
September 22, 2014, with 
courage and great dignity to the 
end. John MacLeod (Chokey) 
aged 85 years, husband of 
Babs MacLeod and father of 
Calum, Angus and John. A 
service was held yesterday 
(Wednesday), September 
24, 2014 at Kilmallie Free 
Church, Caol. There will be 
a service and committal in 
Ness, Isle of Lewis tomorrow 
(Friday). Donations, if desired 
to Macmillan Nurses and 
Belford Medical Ward may be 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.

 - Peacefully at 
Lochside Care Home, Shandon 
on September 22, 2014. Marie 
beloved wife of the late Alastair 
and loving mother to John 
and Colin. Funeral service at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Wednesday October 1, 2014 at 

 -  Peacefully 
at his home, 2 Quarry Park, 
Furnace, on September 17, 
2014, after a long illness borne 
with great dignity, Archie 
Sinclair, in his 88th year. Much 
loved and loving husband of 
Margaret and the late Isabella. 
Cherished father of Janice, 
Christine and Marie. Adored 
papa of Keith, Ami, Steven, 
Iona, Calum, Isabella, Eilidh, 
Rona and Mairi. A proud great-
grandfather. Much respected 
father-in-law of Angus and 
Neil. A dear brother, brother-
in-law, uncle and cousin to all 
the family. A good neighbour, 
dear friend to many, and a 
well respected character in 
the wider community. Funeral 
service was held in Cumlodden 
Parish Church on Wednesday, 
September 24, 2014, followed 
by interment at Kilevin 
Cemetery.  
Forever in our thoughts.
WHITE - Linda, Ewen and 
George are sad to announce the 
death of their mother Sheila 
MacGregor White, widow of 
the late Dr John White and 
much loved granny of Lauri, 
Duncan and Ewen.  The funeral 
service took place on Tuesday 
in St Andrews.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
 - The 

Crichton family would like 
to thank everyone for their 
overwhelming support 
following the sad loss of both 
Mary and Charlie. A special 
thanks to nursing staff of 
Mull and Iona and Lorn and 
Islands Hospitals and also 
to the Macmillan nurses in 
Oban for their kind care and 
attention. Also to Rev. Johnny 
Paton and Billy McClymont. 
Thanks to staff at Salen Hotel. 
Grateful thanks to all who 
paid their last respects at the 
service and graveside with a 
collection raising £1248 for 
Macmillan nurses and £911 for 
the Scottish Air Ambulance.

 – Tracey, Ryan, 
Rachel and families would like 
to thank the entire community 
of Islay and beyond for their 
overwhelming kindness and 
support following the sudden 
and sad loss of Jim (Jimmy 
J), who is sorely missed.  The 

cards, phone calls, text/
facebook messages have been 
greatly appreciated and very 
touching.  Special thanks to 
the staff in ICU at Castlehill 
Hosptial and Hull Royal 

care Jim received, to Craig 

caring funeral arrangements, to 
Rev. Jim McNulty for his very 

for sharing stories about Jim’s 
childhood in Stanalane and to 
Ryan, who read a poem for 

bravery,  we are all extremely 
proud of him!  Also thanks go 
to Jean Campbell and Nicola 
Moran for their fantastic 
musical accompaniments, to 
all the staff at the Lochside 
Hotel for the lovely purvey, to 
Heatherann and Wendy who 
looked after Rachel, Olivia and 
Freya and to all who attended 
the service at which £1831 was 
raised for ‘Help for Heroes’ 
which Jim was a member of.  
Finally, I would like to thank 
my two ‘Home Helps’, Lorna 
and Lynn for all their care 
and support over the past few 
weeks, we really appreciate it!
MACKENZIE - George and 
May would like to thank most 
sincerely all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
support and kind expressions 
of sympathy following the 
passing of their dad Donald 
Hector MacKenzie. Thanks 
especially to Haematology 
Unit, Ward B and Dr Clarke 
VOLH for the exceptional 
care and support given to 
Hector. Thank you to Munn's 
Funeral Directors and Rev. 
Jeff McCormick for a lovely 
service, lodge St Modan's 
and piper Angus McColl Jnr. 
As well as the Royal Hotel 
for providing refreshments. 
Finally thank you to everyone 
who attended the service which 
raised a total of £1286.70 
which will be split between 
Macmillan Cancer and Oban 
Hospice.

 - The family of the 
late Ted Moyes wish to thank 
sincerely relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them in their recent 
sad bereavement. They would 
like to give special thanks 
for the compassionate care 
shown by the nursing staff and 
doctors in the Medical High 
Dependency Unit, Raigmore 
Hospital, Dr. Stuart Smith at 
Kinmylies Medical Practice 
and the community nurses.   
They would also like to thank 
everyone who donated so 
generously the amount of £605 
to Oxfam and the Samaritans.  
Special thanks to Rev Alistair 
Murray for his uplifting 
service.  Finally, thanks to 
Vicki Fraser and all at John 
Fraser & Son, Chapel Street, 
Inverness for their sensitivity 
and support with the funeral 
arrangements. 

MEMORIAMS
BLUE - In loving memory of 
a dear mother, grand mother 
and great-grandmother Mary 
who passed away on October 
2,  2011.
Mum, no words, no verse, 
could ever say
How much we miss you every 
day,
A loving thought, a silent tear
Forever wishing you were 
here.
- Inserted by her daughter 
Mary, Jim, Kevin and wee 
Ryan.
BLUE - In loving memory 
of my dear mother Mary who 
passed away October 2, 2011.
Miss you Ma x
- Inserted by her son Donnie.
HUNTER - In loving memory 
of my dear friend Betty.
Always in my thoughts.
- Ruth xx.

- In memory of 
Karen who died  September 
26, 2012.  Though absent you 
are very near.  Always loved, 
forever missed and very dear.  
- Mum, Alex, Halley and Iona 
x

 – In loving 
memory of Jimmy (Drimfern 
Tirnidrish), who left us on 
September 30, 2012.
Passed away without a fuss
And broke the hearts of all of 
us
Never more that a thought 
away.
- Hazel and family x.

 - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Julia, who passed away on 
September 30, 2008.
Will miss you forever.
- Julie and Roddy, North Uist.

 - Treasured 
memories of my dear wife 
Betty, died September 25, 
2012.
Always in my thoughts.
-Jim.
 MACKENZIE – Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
son and brother, Jamie, died 
October 1, 2000 aged 24 years.
Our hearts still ache with 
sadness

For what it meant to lose you
No one will ever know.
- Mum, Dad, Andrew, Sabine 
and family.
MACKENZIE – In loving 
memory of my dear grandson, 
Jamie,
who died October 1, 2000.
Silent thoughts, memories 
unseen
Wishing your absence was 
only a dream.
- Granny Henderson.

 - Joan, 
Creagan, Hough, Isle of Tiree, 
died
September 30, 1997. In loving 
memory from Neil, Kaide,
Monica and grandsons James, 
Calum and Charlie. Also
always fondly remembered by 
May.

 - In fondest 
memories of happy times 
shared with family over many 
years at Kilpatrick, Bunessan, 
Mull.
- Senga and family.
MILLIN - In loving memory 
of my mother and father, 
mother who died September 
27, 1980 and father who died 
1986.
- Inserted by their son Creagan, 
Strontian.

 - In loving 
memory of a dear wife, mother 
and grandmother Margaret 
Cameron Stevenson, who died 
September 30, 1996. 
Fondly remembered.
 - By her husband, children and 
grandchildren at home and in 
Canada.

) – Annie. In 
loving memory of our mother 
Annie, who sadly passed away 
on September 26, 2011. 
Very much missed every day 
in life by her boys, Martin and 
Ross and also by her brothers 
Ian and Ronald and families.

 - In loving memory of 
our dear dad and papa Eddie, 
who died on September 27, 
2013 and our dear mum and 
granny Jean, who died on 
October 1, 2000.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts. Missed so much.
- Pamela, David, Edmund, 
Bronwen, Gordon and 
grandchildren Kirsten, Caitlin, 
Gavin and Sarah xxxx

 - In loving memory 
of my dear wife Mairi, who 
passed away September 28, 
2013.
They say it's a beautiful 
journey from the old world to 
the new

CUMMING - CACACE - 
Both families are delighted 

to announce the engagement 
of Veronica eldest daughter 
of Ian Cumming, Oban and 

Marion and Paul Shaw, 
Renfrew, to Dario, elder son 

of Antonio and Catherine 
Cacace, Milngavie.

Someday I'll make that journey
Which will lead me straight to 
you
And when I reach that garden
In which there is no pain
I'll put my arms around you 
And we'll never part again.
- Your loving husband Frank.
Mum, no words, no verse 
could ever say
How much I miss you every 
day
A loving thought, a silent tear
Forever wishing you were 
here.
- Your loving daughter Frances 
and grandson Scott.

 - In loving memory 
of Nicola, a dear son-in-law, 
brother-in-law and uncle.x
WHYTE - Treasured
memories of a dear mother
and much loved grandmother
Mary McGibbon Shaw, who
died September 24, 2012.
- Marie and Caitlin.

Thought for the week

I AM writing this to meet a 
deadline, nearly three weeks in 
advance of the biggest political 
choice you and I will ever have 
had to make. But, let’s look in 
to the future and see how you 
are feeling today, 25 Septem-
ber 2014. Let’s see what we can 
do to keep your life and mine  
on track. 

The dust has settled slightly 
on the Referendum. People are 
still vaguely on a ‘high’, still 
effervescent with all the polit-
ical engagement and the sense 
that we are in the presence 
of momentous and  historic 
moments. The papers, TV, 
the social media and the dis-
cussion in pubs, clubs, at bus 
stops and in our own homes 
and among neighbours are still 

will greatly affect our future 
and that of our relatives and 
friends.

Depending on the outcome 
and its aftermath, you may feel 
disillusioned or downhearted 
with a sense that you have 
lost control of your life and 
are entering uncharted land. 

Particuarly if you are older, 
you may fear for your future,-
for the value of your pension 
and savings. You may have 
the unsettling  feeling that an 
old, well-tried and comfortable 
relationship has died. You 
may be apprehensive for your 
children, your grandchildren 
and the generations to come. 

If you are younger, you may 
dread the possible rise in the 
cost of living. You may fear 
economic change, the uncer-
tainty over currency, housing, 
employment and the central 
provision of health and other 
services.

Or, whether we are preparing 
for independence or moving 
towards greater devolution and 
federal government within the 
United Kingdom, you may feel 
enthusiastic and ready to grasp 
the opportunities and the brave 
new world that is to hand, 
where there is much to do to 
bring about a fair, just and 
more equal society with a gov-
ernment that is ours and which 
suits our particular needs.

There are three things that 

will not change.
We live in a productive land 

which will continue to thrill us 
with its beauty. With hard work 
and good neighbours,it will 
continue to meet our needs. 

We are a resouceful and in-
novative people, with a strong 
and diverse culture, who can 

one another if we are prepared 
to go back to the old Scots 
values of hospitality to the 
stranger among us, of thrift, 
hard work and frugality, of 
inventiveness  tolerance and a 
sense of what is decent.  

And we can remember 
that in the midst of it all, our 
Creator, who loved us enough 
to make us and cherish us, 
will, if we come close to him 
in whatever way we pray, give 
us the strength to continue 
with our lives, sharing the 
good times and the bad with 
us and directing us in the way 
in which we go, in our journey 
towards Him.

God bless us all as we move 
forward ! 

JMM

How are you feeling today?

BORN and brought up in New-
ton, Acharacle, Cameron Stew-
art passed away peacefully in 
his own home in Fort William 
on August 27, 2014.  Cameron 
was affectionately known far 
and wide as ‘Rusty’.

On leaving Acharacle School, 
he enlisted at Inverness, and 
became a regular soldier, on 
June 7, 1984.  The next seven 
years saw ‘Rusty’ serving in 
locations all over the world.  
Germany, Canada, Denmark, 
Cyprus, Falkland Islands, 

active service in the Iraq Con-

On discharge, his commanding 

conduct as exemplary, and 
goes on to say that Corporal 
Stewart was now in the zone 
for promotion to Sergeant with 
a big future had he decided to 
remain in the army.

Following the service in the 
Duncansburgh Church, Fort 
William, Cameron was laid to 
rest in the beautiful picturesque 
cemetery of his home village 
– Acharacle.  I doubt if anyone 
present had ever witnessed 
such a massive gathering pay-

a popular and loved member of 
the community.  A very moving 
moment was the contribution 
of former comrades from his 
regiment who travelled from 
all over Britain to give their 

last salute to ‘Rusty’.  In army 
jargon – ‘Soldier to Soldier’, 
wonderful gesture.

The three Big R’s in Camer-
on’s life were most certainly 
Rusty, Rangers and Runrig.  
The Runrig boys knew that 
they had just lost one of their 
most ardent and passionate 
long serving fans – hence the 

beautiful wreath from the lads.
Good and happy memories 

of Rusty will live long in the 
minds of all who knew him, a 
massive loss to our community.

Everyone in the area extends 
their deepest sympathy to 
the family, and most of all to 
his mother, Janet and sister, 
Margaret.

Obituary – Cameron Stewart (Rusty)
May 1967 – August 2014, aged 47 years

www.facebook.com/obantimes

OBAN Camanachd has been given cash support of £1,600 from the Scottish Sea Farms Heart of the 
Community Trust. The cash support will allow the club to provide equipment for under-14 shinty 
players. Donald Buchanan, processing manager, Scottish Sea Farms, said: ‘Shinty is a super sport 
with proud Scottish traditions. We are delighted that our Heart of the Community Trust can help 

these young people participate in an active lifestyle and have lots of fun.
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SINCLAIR PLANT & CONTRACTING LTD
Tel: 01631 710762   Email: shaun@sinclairplant.co.uk

For all your 
   excavation needs

Best of luck to all at 
the Mull Rally 2014

PROUD TO BE FUELLING THE ISLE OF MULL

For fast, friendly and reliable fuel deliveries call:

01631 570 670 

Wishing everyone the 
very best of luck 
for the Mull Rally. 

Part of Certas Energy

FIRST ON THE SCENE
Following the recent tragedy 
on the Jim Clark Rally , and 
our continued involvement in 
improving rally safety, we are 
holding a briefing and demon-
stration at the Rugby Club at 
Garmony on Thursday 9th Oct 
starting at 17.30 for approx.
one and a half hours.

The demonstration will be 
run by 2 people who have 
great experience in this 

field and have been holding 
meetings and longer training 
weekends throughout the UK 
for many years.

One is a full time paramedic 
based in Northumberland and 
the other is crew chief for a 
Rescue unit (Ambulance with 
cutting equipment and life 
support equipment)

The session will be informa-
tive and light hearted as this is 

the best way for you to remem-
ber what to do in any traumatic 
circumstance.

There will be basic First Aid, 
CPR practice with dummies , 
and the main session of how 
you keep safe whilst trying to 
help injured people at a scene, 
until the professionals arrive.

Very often it is more impor-
tant to know what NOT to do 
than what to do.

Public Bar Open Daily from 12.00pm till Late – 12.30pm on Sundays
Evening Meals: Monday-Saturday 6.30pm till 8.30pm 

Sunday 6.30pm-8.30pm (booking essential)

* LIVE MUSIC - RALLY SUNDAY TIL LATE *
Children welcome till 10.00pm

enquiries@park-lodge-tobermory.co.uk  .  www.park-lodge-tobermory.co.uk 
01688 302430 

Or find us on Facebook

REBECCA, GEOFFREY & ALL THE STAFF 
WISH EVERYONE A VERY SAFE 

AND SUCCESSFUL RALLY!!

Open All Year Round

Best of luck to the 2014 Mull Rally
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Every Success for 2014!

MacDonald 
Arms Hotel 

TOBERMORY

Would like to wish 
all competitors the 
very best of luck in 

this years rally.
Tel: 01688 302011

Glengallan 
Industrial Estate, 

Oban

Tel: 01631 566009
cjautos@btconnect.com

Accident Repair 
Centre

General Repairs
Car & Commercial 

paint spraying
Wheel alignment
Air Con Servicing

Wishing the 2014 
Mull Rally every 

success

This meeting which is FREE TO 
ALL  and is open to competitors 
, marshals, officials, spectators, 
emergency services and especial-
ly the people of Mull, for whom this 
is so useful because of the geogra-
phy of the Island , the emergency 
response times stretch right into 
what we call the “Golden Hour”. 
It is very relevant for us for any 
incident not just rally related.

It will be well publicised with 

posters throughout the Island on 
the Mull Rally web site, Mull Car 
Club web site as well as the local 
press.

Please do come along, we are 
sure you will find it not only inform-
ative but useful in your everyday 
lives.

More information will be available 
in future editions.

John Clayton,Chief Marshal Mull 
Car Club Ltd.

FRIDAY 10TH OCTOBER - 
SUNDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2014
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Golf News

Killin

Isle of Seil

BADMINTON

5

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree 
to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on 
this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please 

tape your 

£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£800

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

W.Y. Callander, Benderloch, Argyll

C MacKenzie, Kingbrude Terrace, Inverness

Islay

SENIOR Ladies Open: 
Wednesday September 17. 
Scratch - 1 Wilma Frew 
(Glencruitten) 85;  2 Maureen 
Taggart (Old Ranfurly) 87 
BIH; 3 Merope Dunlop (Old 
Ranfurly) 87.

Handicap -  1 Jill Stewart 
(Taynuilt) 65; 2 Audrey Weaver 
(Killin) 67;  3 Margaret McRae 
(Pitlochry) 70 BIH.

Best Veteran Handicap (70+)  
Audrey Weaver (Killin) 67.

Longest Drive - Silver - Carol 
Church (Dalmally)

Longest Drive - Bronze - 
Kathleen Reynolds (Canmore)

Nearest the Pin - Diane 
Gannon (Muthill). Magic 2’s 
-  Wilma Frew (Glencruitten).
Css 69.

INTERNATIONAL: Harry Mobey, who is compet-
ing in national and international competitions 

for badminton and running 

A PAIR of sporty siblings from 
Taynuilt are continuing to 
receive national recognition for 
their athletic endeavours.

Harry Mobey has been called 
up to the Scottish under-15 bad-
minton squad for both singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles 
tournaments in Belgium, Swe-
den and Budapest later in the 
year.

The season started well for the 
14-year-old Oban High school 
pupil, with a win at the Midlands 
under-15 Championship on 
September 7 in Grangemouth, 

TOP PLAYER: Stewart Mobey, who is rated as 
one of the top badminton players in the

 country for his age group

direction for Taynuilt
badminton brothers

one of the top players in Scottish 
Schools badminton.

Meanwhile, his brother, 
Stewart, 17, also had a good 

an overall top-14 ranking for 
under-17 events.  

Trophy
Stewart started his season with 

a win in the Midland under-19 
Junior Boys Doubles B event in 
Grangemouth, taking the trophy 
with doubles partner Euan Birse 
from Edinburgh, while also 

boys under-19 singles event.
Over the next nine months, 

Harry will be travelling all over 
the UK participating in bad-
minton tournaments, while also 
competing in cross country and 
short distance running events, 
having been selected for the 
Scottish Schools running squad 
as well.  

Stewart, who is studying a 
degree in sports coaching and 
games in Glasgow, has recently 
taken up running competitively 
for Bellahouston Road Runners 
in the city.

COMPETIION Results July to 
September inc.

Texas Scramble July 9: 9 
holes: 1 M Phillips, 2 B Dickey, 
3 J Taylor;

Stableford July 19: 1 G Adam 
31 (best inward), 2 C Campbell 
31;

Highland Arts Burns Trophy 
July 27: Abandoned after nine 
holes because of heavy rain.  
Nine holes results were: 1 Geo 
Adam, 2 and ladies winner: 
Donna Campbell; Longest 
drives: ladies - Donna Camp-
bell, gents: Mark MacDougall;  
Nearest pin: 4 David Nathan, 
8 David Nathan; least putts: 
Donna Campbell.

Captain’s Prize rounds: July 
12 and August 2 - 1 David 
Nathan (on countback); 2 Colin 
Campbell. Two ball foursomes 
9 holes August 6 - 1 Ian 
Galloway and David Nathan.

30: 1 G McColl, 2 N McCorkin-
dale. Shortbread Trophy singles 
matchplay - 1 David Mudie, 2 
John Blackstock. IOS Sports 
Club Classic match play: 1 Geo 
Adam, 2 Gordon McColl.

Campbell-Cunningham 
Doubles Match Play Trophy: 
1 Donna Campbell and Mary 
Phillips, 2 John Taylor and 
Gordon McColl. Iain Fullarton 
Charity Competition: Sep-
tember 14 - 1 Mary Phillips, 2 
Bill Clark.  All proceeds to the 
Marie Curie Charity.

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 3

Busby 0
BUSBY were the visitors to 
Glencruitten for this premier 
division league encounter, but 
the Clarkston side, who gave 
Saints one of their toughest 
home games last season, were 
no match this time around with 
the home side in excellent form 
running out 3-0 winners.

The three long term injury 
victims Donnie Campbell, Dene 
Cassells and Colin Tindall were 
still missing and were joined by 
Scott Maitland who has a knee 
injury but Jamie Graham and 
Alex Craik have recovered and 
took their place in the squad - 
Alex in his usual defensive role 
and Jamie on the bench.

The home side, who have had a 
slow start to the season took the 
game to Busby right from the 

chance in the eighth minute 
when Lewis Cameron, who was 
going to be a thorn in Busby's 

great cross and Craig MacEwan 
might have done better with his 
header.

The next chance for the home 
team came in the 13th minute 
when Dugal Graham and Craig 
MacEwan worked a clever 

overlap on the left, but Lewis 
Cameron mishit Craig’s cut-
back from the byeline.

get into the game with Saints 

but to their credit the visitors 
were defending reasonably well 
but they could only stand and 
watch as a Roy McLuckie thun-
derbolt screamed inches past the 
post in the 17th minute.

Gradually Busby fought their 
way into the game and Billy 
McGhee did well to set up a 
good chance, but Roy McLuckie 
was on hand to clear the ball as 
it was bouncing about invitingly 
in the Saints penalty area.

The home side were playing 
some good football with Ross 
Maitland, Myles McAuley and 
Paul Kerr running the show in 

The home side created two 
good chances in as many 
minutes with Lewis Cameron 
shooting over the bar in the 26th 

past the post in the 27th.
After the whirlwind start the 

game settled down a bit. How-
ever, in the 37th minute Busby 
keeper Danny Moy made a 
good save from a Ross Maitland 
piledriver.

Just as it looked as though the 
teams would go in level at the 

interval the home side took the 
lead with some clever play on 
the left between Craig MacE-
wan, Ross Maitland and Lewis 
Cameron. The ball was played 
through to Paul Kerr who got 
to the byeline before squaring it 
back for Roy McLuckie to ham-
mer it home from close range - a 
well taken goal right on the half 
time whistle.

The home side started the 
second half on the front foot and 
increased their lead in the 52nd 
minute when Craig MacEwan 
played in Lewis Cameron who 
netted a superb goal, cleverly 
lobbing the ball over Danny 
Moy to make the score 2-0.

Saints were well on top now 
and created two or three good 

taken free kick but there was no 
takers for Dugal Graham’s invit-
ing cross. Next a move between 
Craig MacEwan and Allan 
MacKay set up Lewis Cameron 
but his net bound shot was 
brilliantly saved by the Busby 
net minder who touched the ball 
onto the bar before going out for 
a corner. Dean Smith was then 
unlucky with a great effort that 
hit the post.

Busby never gave up and kept 

Oban Saints hit top form as they 
bulldoze Busby at Glencruitten

West of Scotland AFL
MYF 1

Oban Athletic 4
OBAN Athletic were on their 
travels again last Saturday 
playing in Glasgow’s east end 

against Minorities Youth Foun-
dation.
 The park was very tight and 
hard thanks to the lack of rain 
and it took a while for the Oban 
team to adapt to the conditions.
 The MYF wingers were caus-
ing Craig Livingston and Struin 
Doull no end of problems but 
the Oban full backs were well 
covered by Craig Campbell and 
Stephen McLeod. Eventually 
the defence settled down play-

of Andy Smith and Stephen Fox.
 On 15 minutes Doull won a 
tackle on the left of the 18 yard 
box and ran through to the cen-
tre line before passing to Kris 
Gilles, who dispatched the ball 
into the back of the net.
 MYF then had two good chanc-
es to score with Craig Maitland 
saving a shot from inside the 
area and a free kick hitting the 
post and running across goal to 
be cleared by Craig Campbell.
 Athletic then had a good 
passing move between Lance 
McCuish and Stephen Fox with 
Stephen being tripped by the 
MYF centre half  just outside 
the box. 
 Kris Gillies took the free kick 
shooting straight at the keeper 
who parried the shot out to Coll 
McKenzie, who then chipped 
the ball over the goalkeeper and 
into the net.
 The Oban team tried to play 
out the half but on 44 minutes 
a quick break resulted in the 

battling away but the Saints 
defence, well marshalled by 
skipper Marc MacCallum, who 
had  an excellent game, were 
giving nothing away.

The icing on the cake for the 
Oban side came with 10minutes 
remaining when David McAr-
thur and Dean Smith combined 
to set up Allan MacKay, who 
cleverly dinked the ball over the 
advancing keeper to make the 

score 3-0.
Both teams knew the game 

was over as a contest so the 
match rather petered out at 
the end and when referee John 
Scott, who had a good game, 
blew for full time it was a happy 
Saints’ contingent who celebrat-
ed a well-deserved win.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted with the performance. 
He said: ‘That’s the best we’ve 

played this season - Some of 
the football was excellent. We 
restricted Busby to very few, 
if any, scoring chances and we 
could, and probably should have 
scored another two or three 
goals.

‘Our passing was a lot more 
accurate and a lot quicker than 
it has been in our earlier games 
and the workrate from all the 
players on a very hot day was 

FOOTBALL

excellent. Busby are a good side 
but we never gave them time to 
settle on the ball and we fully 
deserved our win.’

Saints have no game this Sat-
urday because of the September 
holiday weekend. The Oban side 
are in action on Saturday Octo-
ber 4 when they travel to Ayr to 
take on Wallacetoun Sporting 
Club in the second round of the 
Scottish Amateur Cup.

‘That’s the best we’ve played 
this season - some of the
football was excellent’

MACHRIE Salver played Sun-
day September 21 1 K.Johnston 

B. O’Neill two up. C.S.S. 70.

MYF centre hitting a shot from 
20 yards beating Craig Maitland 
to make the half time score 2-1.

Athletic started the second half 
with more composure passing 
and moving the ball better with 
a shot from Maxwell Onyongo 

a Lance McCuish shot hitting 
the crossbar and going over.

A corner from Kris Gilles 
in the 55th minute was met by 
Craig Campbell who headed the 
ball towards goal and Struan 

Duall intercepted to lash the ball 
into the net from close range.

Euan Mackie replaced Max-
well Onyongo on the left for his 

pass on the 64th minute found 
Andy Smith who forwarded it 
Stephen Fox who in turn played 
the ball through the middle to 
Coll McKenzie. He then crossed 
to Kris Gilles for him to head 
the ball into the net past the out-
stretched hands of the goalkeep-

Manager Donald Campell said 
after the game that his team had 
trouble adapting to the park and 
to the personnel changes from 
the previous weekend’s game 
but all in all they played well 
and put in a good performance.

This Saturday Athletic who sit 
proudly at the top of the West of 
Scotland League travel to take 
on Duntocher.

FOOTBALL

Good away win for Oban Athletic

PRIZEWINNERS:  Left to right: Lily MacKay, Jill Stewart, Donna Campbell, Karen Haggarty, Gina 
Coleman, Carol Nott and Mary Phillips

THE ANNUAL Dalmally 
Invitation Day took place on 
Saturday September 13 and had 
to be the most successful yet.

Glorious sunny, hot weather 

Donna lifts the silverware at Dalmally
GOLF

and a course in excellent con-
dition brought 81 ladies to the 
club.  Twenty-four courses were 
represented from Isle of Skye in 
the north to Peebles in the south 

and every area in between. 
Dumbarton and Cardross sent 
a large contingents, with most 
of the Cardross ladies coming 
again by train. 

The icing on the cake was 
an unscheduled visit by Miss 
Scotland, Eilidh McKeating 
who called in for coffee on the 
way to the mart for a lamb sale.

Results: 1 Donna Campbell, 
Isle of Seil; 2 Gina Coleman, 
Dumbarton; 3 Mary Phillips, 
Isle of Seil.

Nearest the Pin Silver - Claire 
Harper, Helensburgh; Nearest 
the Pin Bronze - Janice Rob-
ertson, Clydebank and District; 
Best Outward 9 Silver - Betty 
Scott, Peebles; Best Outward 9 
Bronze - Jill Stewart, Taynuilt; 
Best Inward 9 Silver - Moyra 
Withycombe, Prestwick St 
Nicholas; Best Inward 9 Bronze 
- Karen Haggerty, Dumbarton.

Nearest the Pin Siver -  Mau-
reen Copland, Crieff; Nearest 
the Pin Bronze - Barbara 
Robertson, Dumbarton; Magic 
Two’s Liz Thomson, Blairmore 
and Strone, Cathy Skinner, 
Clydebank and District, Ron 
Davies, Cardross.

NO WAY THROUGH: Saints’ defender Dugal Graham blocks this attempted cross from Busby’s Alex Donnelly. Photo: Kevin McGlynn



Thursday 25 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 27SPORT

Fixtures

Results

Promotion to 
premiership 
up for grabs

GOLF

Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic  
Evan MacRae
Lovat v Kingussie   
Innes Wood - 3pm

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Glasgow MA v Kilmallie  
Robert Baxter - 2pm
Oban Caman v Fort William  
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
Division 1 Play Off
Ballachulish v Skye  
Daniel MacRae
(at Drumnadrochit)

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart     
David Stafford
Kingussie v Lovat   
John Matheson - 12pm
(at Balgate, Kiltarlity) 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochcarron v Fort William  
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy v Glasgow MA 
John MacGregor

Womens Camanachd 
Association 
Sunday 28 September
Under 18 Representative 
Match
North v South   

12pm throw Up)

Senior Representative Match
North v South   

3pm throw Up)

(Throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Saturday 20 September
Under 21 Representative 
Match
North 1 v 3 South 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2

 
Youth results
Friday 19 September
Marine Harvest National 
Under 17 League
London Shield - Section A

Saturday 20 September
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Division 1
Skye 5 v 2 Fort William

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Division 2
Glenurquhart 3 v 2 K’shiel
Lovat 3 v 0 Newtonmore

Womens Camanachd
Association 
Marine Harvest National 
Division 1
Glengarry 4 - 6 Lochaber

THE Camanachd Association, 
in partnership with Marine 
Harvest, is pleased to an-
nounce that nominations for 
the 2014 Marine Harvest Na-
tional Shinty Awards are now 
open.

The online nomination pro-
cess allows the public to have 
their say by nominating can-
didates for the various cate-
gories at www.shinty.com/
awards-2014

All nominations will then 
be put to the Camanachd As-

Marine Harvest National Division  

Fort William 13     11     2       0       70      10       24
Oban Camanachd 13     11     1       1       46      12       23     
Kilmallie  13      9      1       3       50      19       19
Beauly  14      7      1       6       37      29       15
Caberfeidh 14      5      1       8       31      39       11
Glasgow MA 13      4      0       9       22      43        8 
Glenorchy 14      2      1      11      12      57        5 
Bute  14      1      1      12       8       67        1 

Oban Camanachd and Fort
William will battle it out for 
place in shinty’s top division 

THE SOUTH U21 squad recorded a convincing 3-1 win 
over their North rivals at An Aird, Fort William last Sat-
urday.
 Goal scorers were: South  - Craig Anderson 32 (pen), An-
gus Thorburn 44, Iain Wilson 89. North - Stuart Callison 
40.

South celebrate 
under 21 success

CHAMPIONS: The victorious South Under 21 side pictured 
with the trophy after their 3-1 win last Saturday.

ACTION MEN: The South’s Daniel Madej  and North player 
Stuart Callison in action during the game

Marine Harvest
National Shinty Awards

Park School, winners in the senior section of the Ian ‘Parrot’ MacMillan Primary School six-a-side 
shinty  competition held at Mossfi eld Stadium last Sunday. Ross Campbell, bottom right, was 

named senior player of the tournament.

Some of the attendees at the Day of Hockey at Oban’s 3G pitch recently.

MORE THAN 80 pupils from 

ry schools attended the annual 
Day of Hockey in Oban recent-
ly.

 The yearly event is run by Ac-
tive Schools and Oban Hockey 
club, which aim to promote the 
club’s junior section and also 
to give more youngsters the 

chance to play the game. 
 Club coaches Mark Scott, 
Ruth Sunderland and Jul-
ie McGlynn assisted at this 
year’s event on September 

11, along with sports leaders 
from Oban High School. Oban 
Hockey club’s junior section 
runs weekly from 5-6pm at 
Oban’s 3G pitch and welcomes 

children from primary three 
upwards. For more infor-
mation, contact Karen Mac-
Corquodale, Active Schools 
co-ordinator, on 07778 041380.

Impressive turnout for school Day of Hockey

Ryder Cup comes to Argyll
THE Australians call it ‘feelgood luck’ - when 
something good happens apparently by chance.

It certainly was for keen golfer Graham Swain 
from Brisbane who arrived in Campbeltown off 
the ferry recently to discover that he could view 

Piper Peter Ferguson greets the arrival 

of the Ryder Cup outside the Royal 

Hotel in Campbeltown. 08_c37ryder01

the world-famous Ryder Cup in the town the 
following morning.

rive for a public viewing at the Royal Hotel.
He and Fiona are just starting a four-month 

tour of the UK and were due to spend a cou-
ple of days in Campbeltown before going on to 
Islay.

Around 200 people, many quickly nipping out 
from work, turned up and queued at the Royal 
for the opportunity to have their picture taken 
with the beautiful, gold-plated trophy which has 
been fought over by the world’s greatest golfers 
since 1927.

A group of keen golfers from Campbeltown 
Grammar School was also at Machrihanish 
Dunes Golf Course to greet the priceless cup’s 
arrival by helicopter.

Visiting Dunes golfers from as far away as 
Sweden also enjoyed a surprise start to their 
round.

As part of a week-long tour promoting this 
year’s Ryder Cup at Gleneagles, the trophy was 
taken to the most northern, eastern, southern 
and western courses participating in the Club-
Golf programme.

With the involvement of Visit Scotland, par-
ticipating courses were also chosen for their 
tourism and environmental connections.

THE North versus South Un-
der 14 and Under 17 represent-
ative matches are scheduled 
for Sunday, September 28 at 
An Aird, Fort William.

rial Trophy (Under 14) com-
mences at 12.30pm and the 
Under 17 match starts at 3pm.

This match will bring togeth-
er the best young players in the 
country which will give them 
the opportunity to showcase 
their undoubted skills.

The squads are as follows: North Un-
der 17 Squad -  Shane Gillies, Kilmall-
ie;  Robert Mabon, Kingussie; Calum 
Shepard, Fort William; Blair Morri-
son, Caberfeidh;  Rory Mackeachan, 
Kingussie;  Craig Macisaac, Kilmall-
ie;  Struan Kish, Newtonmore;  Sean 

Lieder, Fort William;  Craig Ritchie, 
Newtonmore;  Calum Grant, Kingus-
sie; Nick Dalgetty, Lochcarron; Savio 
Genini, Kingussie (Captain); Alexan-
der Macmillan, Fort William; James 
Falconer, Kingussie; Will Cowie, Skye;  
Lewis Morrison, Fort William

Coaches: Neil Brindle and David 
Macuish

 South Under 17 Squad - Allan 
Cameron, Inveraray;  Andy Macdon-
ald, Oban Celtic;  Cameron Suther-
land, Ballachulish;  Cian Mcphee, 
Ballachulish;  Connor Howe, Oban 
Camanachd;  Craig Mclaughlin, Bal-
lachulish;  Daniel Macmillan, Oban 
Camanachd;  Fraser Watt, Inveraray;  
Iain Macfarlane, Oban Celtic;  Lewis 
Montgomery, Strachur;  Robert Wood, 
Inveraray;  Ross Anderson, Inveraray; 
Ross Macrae, Kyles Athletic (Captain);  
Ryan Gilles, Taynuilt;   Scott Macdon-
ald, Kyles Athletic;  Scott Maclachlan, 
Inveraray. Coaches: David Campbell 

and Stuart Scott
North Under 14 Squad -  Jordan Mor-

rison, Fort William; Lewis Cameron, 
Kilmallie;  Stuart Mitchell, Newton-
more;  Ben Macdonald, Caberfeidh;  
Stuart Macarthur, Glengarry;  Mark 
Kelly, Lovat;  Calum Macdougall, Kil-
mallie (Captain);  Somhairle Fraser, 
Kingussie; Marcus Ross, Skye;  Finlay 
Robertson, Glenurquhart; Ruaridh An-
derson, Kingussie; Dean Williamson, 
Fort William; Seamus Gall, Fort Wil-
liam;  Iain Macintyre, Kilmallie;  Ru-
aridh Macleod, Skye. Coaches: Lachie 
Innes and Lachlan Campbell

South Under 14 Squad - David 
Cameron, Oban Camanachd;  Lewis 

ton, GMA;  Craig Kirkpatrick, Oban 
Camanachd;  Craig Easton, Oban Ca-
manachd;  Angus MacInnes, Strath-
kelvin; Hamish MacLellan, Strachur;  
Ruaraidh Horne, Oban Camanachd; 

North v South Under 14 and Under 17
games take place at An Aird on Sunday

MacKechnie, Glenorchy; Scott Rob-
ertson, Oban Camanachd; Daniel Mac-
Cuish, Oban Camanachd;  Lewis Bu-
chanan, Oban Camanachd;  Ruaraidh 
Graham, Inveraray;  Ross Montgom-
ery, Strachur

Coaches: Les Kinvig and Scott Bu-
chanan.

National Development Of-

annual event is a very impor-
tant step in the player’s path-
way. Over the years we have 
seen a great many exciting en-
counters and I hope for more of 
the same on the 28th.’

For more information please 
contact Ronald Ross, National 

715931 or ronald.ross@shinty.
com

WINNERS of the Scramble 
held at Glencruitten on Satur-
day with a score of   54 – 2.2 
= 51.8 were Arvid Fagervold, 
John Gibb and Graham 
MacColl. In second place 
were Niall MacFarlane, Aidan 
McCuish, Cameron Milne and 
Steven O’Rourke with a score 
of 57 – 4.0 = 53. In third place 
with a score of 58 – 4.5 = 53.5 
were Alan Jamieson, Steven 
McCuish, Malcolm Michie 
and Martin Tait.
 This Saturday is the start of 
the weekly Stableford which 
will continue throughout the 
winter.

Glencruitten Golf 

Club returns

the last game of the season 
for Fort William and Oban 
Camanachd this Saturday, a 
league decider.

Camanachd need full points 
in the game to take the Marine 
Harvest National Division ti-
tle, while Fort William only 
need a draw, currently sitting 
one point ahead at the top of 
the table.

The side that wins the league 

SHINTY

will be promot-
ed to the Orion 

ship next season, 
the top division 
in the country.

The game has 
all the all the 
makings of a 
classic, with 
both sides enjoy-
ing high-scoring 
wins in the run 
up to the game.

The two teams met a month 
ago in 1-1 draw, making the 

dict, and although Fort have 
the advantage of only needing 
a draw, Camanachd have the 
home advantage. 

However, winning is the 
only tactical plan Fort William 
manager Victor Smith has in 
mind, saying: ‘In the 32 years 
I’ve been involved in shinty 
I’ve never played for a draw, 
you just can’t do it. 

because all the work we’ve 
put in for the last eight or nine 
months. It all boils down to 
this one game.

‘It should be a crowd-pleas-
er, our league was very com-
petitive this year between us, 
Oban, Kilmallie and Beauly 
and now it’s down to this last 
game between Camanachd and 
ourselves.

‘Oban are just as capable of 
winning as we are, and for a 

neutral this should be one heck 
of a game.’

Smith said his side would be 
going into the game with a full 
squad, with players back from 
injury and other commitments.

Fraser Inglis, who trains 
Oban Camanachd, also report-
ed a full squad for the crunch 
tie.

He said: ‘I think this is the 
best the team could hope for, 
for their fate to be in their own 
hands, and a home tie to decide 
whether they win the league.

‘Because the boys got a good 
start to the season with three 
away wins, we always thought 
Fort William might win the 
games they had in hand and it 
would come down to the last 
few games of the season.

‘Although Fort William only 
need a draw, shinty isn’t a 
formation sport it’s all about 

playing on the 
break so a draw 

play for, but it 
is an advantage 
they have. How-
ever, the home 
advantage for 
us of playing at 

balance that out.
‘The town of 

Oban needs to 
have a top team 

playing at the top level as it 
gives the younger players 
coming through something to 
aspire to, so here’s hoping the 

tial for the season as they’ve 
worked so hard and put in such 
a lot of effort this year.

‘I hope that there will be a 

support the team, wish them 
all the best and give them that 
extra bit of support.’

The game will throw-up at 

sociation Awards Committee 
which will choose the winners.  
An overall player and coach of 
the year will be selected from 
the winners of the respective 
league categories.

Nominations close on Tues-
day, September 30 at 5pm. The 
winners will be announced at 
the Marine Harvest Awards 
Ceremony, which will take 
place in Inverness on Friday,  
October 17, the evening before 
the Marine Harvest Shinty/
Hurling International.

Mary Ann
Henton
receives
the BEM
MARY Ann Henton of Lovat 
Shinty Club recently received 
the British Empire Medal, for 
services to shinty, from Don-
ald Cameron of Locheil, Lord 
Lieutenant of Inverness.

SKYE and Ballachulish will 
face off in a North v South 
play-off on Saturday, to decide 
who will be promoted to the 
Marine Harvest National Di-
vision.

Skye won the Marine Har-
vest North Division One while 
Ballachulish were crowned 
champions of the Marine Har-
vest South Division One.

Despite both having games 
to play in their respective 
leagues, as they are now both 
champions the play-off will 
be played on Saturday and the 

a later date.
Skye manager John MacLe-

od said: ‘I’m sure it’ll be a 

Skye and Ballachulish 
in promotion play-off

tough game, but this is where 
we wanted to be at the start of 
the season, in with a chance of 
qualifying for the national di-
vision.

‘Going by the Balliemore 

that went right into extra time, 
it should be a hard-fought and 
entertaining game.’ 

Undefeated
Both sides are undefeated 

in league action this season, 
with Skye having won all their 
games, and Ballachulish hav-
ing drawn four.

The game will be played at 
the neutral venue of Drum-
nadrochit, with a throw-up 
time of 2.30pm.

Date of Camanachd Association AGM
THE annual general meeting of the Camanachd Association is 
scheduled to take place on Friday, November 28 in Fort Wil-
liam at 7.30pm (venue tbc).
 Member clubs and associations have been invited to submit 
proposed amendments to the memorandum, the articles of 
association or the rules of play or any further proposals for 
consideration by the AGM.

These require to be intimated in writing and must be received 
by 5pm on Friday, October 3.
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Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.22 1.0 06.15 4.0 12.23 0.8 18.21 4.1
Fri 00.52 1.0 06.42 3.9 12.53 0.9 18.47 4.0
Sat 01.19 1.0 07.07 3.9 13.22 0.9 19.14 3.9
Sun 01.43 1.1 07.36 3.8 13.53 1.1 19.44     3.8
Mon 02.12 1.2 08.11 3.6 14.31 1.2 20.20 3.6
Tues 02.50 1.4 08.52 3.4 15.19 1.4 21.02 3.3
Wed 03.44 1.9 09.47 3.2 16.25 1.6 22.02 3.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 14°C to 15ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate westerly 
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 25, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

17
15

13

Saints  youth 
fi xtures and results

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures

FOOTBALL

THIS Saturday’s results: 
SAFL Premier Division - 
Oban Saints 3, Busby 0. West 

- Tarbolton 2, Campbeltown 
Pupils 1; Coylton 0, Dunoon 3; 
Cambuslang United 4, Tarbert 
3; Dumbarton Wanderers 
3, Lochgilphead Red Star 2; 
Dunoon Athletic 4, Carradale 
3.
 There are no games in the 
SAFL on Saturday due to the 
September holiday weekend. 

YOUTH FOOTBALL

LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Cup - Wasps 
Community 4, Under 15s 3. 
Saints goalscorer was Lewis 
Buchanan with a hat-trick.
 Under 16s 1, Lochgilphead 
Red Star 3. On target for 
Saints was Ross McCrone.
 Under 19s 2, Milngavie 2. 
Josh Coates got both goals for 
Saints. 

Baljaffray v Under 19s.

SAILING

WORD CHAMPION: Lorenzo Chiavarini on the water. Photos: Paul Wyeth, RYA.  

Bellanoch Boy wins 
Laser title despite 
breaking his wrist 
earlier in the year
RISING sailing talent Lorenzo 
Chiavarini has been crowned 
the under 21 Laser World 
Champion after sailing to top 
spot in Douarnenez in Brittany.

The Bellanoch boy has already 
won the Europa Cup and 
European Championships this 
year.

The 20-year-old claimed his 
third major title of the year 
having recovered from a season-
threatening wrist break back in 
March, and overcame 104 other 
young Laser talents to take the 
coveted world crown.

‘I don’t think it’s sunk in yet,’ 

Lorenzo is world sailing champion

he said of his world champion 
moniker, ‘but everyone’s saying 
well done and especially having 
won the Europeans as well.  It’s 
unbelievable!’

Lorenzo claimed the world 
title by just three points over 
Norway’s Hermann Tomasgaard 
across the 11-race series but, in 
spite of the closely-fought battle, 
the young man kept his cool.  

He said: ‘We were always so 
close on points, but I was very 
relaxed the whole way through. 

‘Compared to the Europeans I 

enjoying it a lot more. 

something went wrong I could 
do something about it.’

Lorenzo, who studies at 
Plymouth University, paid 
tribute to the British Sailing 

Team sports science staff who 
helped him get back on track 
and racing again following his 
injury.  ‘I thought I was in a 
bad position this year straight 
after breaking my wrist but 
the team spirit Alex Hopson, 
Wayne Kitchener and Dave 
Macutkiewicz have given me 

pulled my hopes up and we all 
worked hard as a team to get me 
back up and back on to the water 
again. 

Grateful
‘Without them and my coach 

Peter Walker I wouldn’t have 
been in this situation now and 
I’m very grateful to them.’

Currently sailing in the senior 
men’s world championships, 
Lorenzo said he was looking 
forward to the challenge of 
a contest where the level of 
competition is much higher.

He said: ‘I’m just going to 
Santander to enjoy myself – just 
like I did at the worlds and 

Europeans. I’ve got into this 
mindset where if I’m enjoying it 
then I sail even better.

‘Obviously I’ll try and sail 
my best, limit the mistakes and 
do as well as I can.  Hopefully 

events can push me on to greater 
things.’WORD CHAMPION: Lorenzo Chiavarini with his parents

WOMEN’S SHINTY players 
from the northern region of the 
league will be taking on rivals 
from the south this weekend in a 
special challenge match, as part 
of a shinty festival in Oban.

A select side made up of 
players from the northern 
clubs will be chosen by Sarah 
Corrigal, who is goalkeeper for 
Skye Ladies, to face a side of 
southern team players selected 
by George Hay, who manages 
Glasgow Mid Argyll’s male 
team.

Two under-18 sides will also 
battle it out, with Skye ladies 
coach Robbie Gordon selecting 
the north side and Aberdour 
men’s manager Charlie Neilson, 
whose daughter Taryn plays 
in goal for Aberdour ladies, 
choosing the southern players.

Both matches will be held at 

under-18s in action at 12pm and 
the senior sides throwing up at 
3pm.

SHINTY

Women clash the 
ash at Mossfi eld

Seventh tour win 

for Cellar team

POOL

WHISPERS started a couple of 
years ago about a new signing 
the already-formidable Cellar 
team were making.
 Mikey Ross, with a back-
ground in the snooker world 
was moving to Oban for work 
and was keen to become a part 
of the growing sport.

He quickly made his mark 
within the Eight ball world by 
winning the plate event at his 

Due to work commitments,  
Mikey is only in Oban six 
months of the year so he was an 
unexpected entry into the tour.

Having only played in one 
other tour this year and making 
a shock early exit, the Cellar 
player had winning on his mind 
from the off.

He sailed through most of 
the tournament until he met 
Lancaster player ‘Telly’ who 
gave Mikey a run for his money 
although it was Mikey who 
capitalised on missed chances 
and won with a great double 
to pick up the trophy and prize 
money.

BT West Division 2
Waysiders Drumpellier 0

Oban Lorne 55
IT WASN’T that long ago that 
any kind of Oban Lorne win in 
Coatbridge would have been a 
very good result.

Last Saturday’s thumping 
win against Waysiders shows 
how far this team has come in 

just a few seasons. The result 
has set up the men in green for 
an important home tie against 
Castle Douglas team Stewartry, 

Oban at Glencruitten last season.
Absentees

Last weekend Oban could boast 
a near full-strength team, al-
though the successful half-back 

pairing of Allan Wright at scrum 
half and Luke Ismail at stand off 
were notable absentees. 

However, the strength in 
depth that Oban Lorne now 

Graham MacEachen and Colin 
Thwaites coming in at nine and 
10 respectively.

Prop Carl Lay also made his 

Oban were dealt a huge blow 
after only a few minutes of the 
game with their bulldozing prop 
Tommy Sutherland being taken 

after a hit to his head during a 
tackle.

Fantastic
The team quickly rallied, 

however, and ran in several tries: 

fantastic man-of-the-match 
performance and centre Craig 
Wright grabbed a hat trick of 
tries during the game.

Speaking ahead of the Stew-
artry game this Saturday, player 
Allan Wright said: ‘Stewartry 
surprised us in Oban last season, 
so we know what to expect from 
them. They are likely to be pro-
motion rivals this season, so we 
are very keen to get a good win.’

The match kicks off at 3pm.
Argyll and Bute played their 

Glencruitten on Saturday, going 
down 82-24 to Shawlands in 
West Division 4.

Development
The Argyll development team 

made up of Bute, Islay, Kintyre, 
Oban and Mid Argyll players are 
also at home this Saturday and 
will kick off at 3pm on the top 
pitch at Glencruitten.

Meanwhile, Oban S1/2s 
recorded a convincing 57-7 win 
over Lenzie on Saturday. The 
S1/2 team are at home to Loch-
aber on Saturday morning. 

Sunday’s U16 game was 
postponed with Strathendrick 
failing to raise a team. The U16s 
are away to Cumbernauld this 
weekend.

RUGBY

Comfortable win for Green Machine

NO WAY THROUGH: Oban Lorne prop Tommy Sutherland is caught by this head-high tackle.
Photo: Stephen Lawson

BOWLED OVER; Primary six and seven pupils from Oban’s St Columba’s primary school have been 
enjoying afternoon coaching lessons at Oban bowling green for six weeks. They are pictured with 

the club coach Helen MacLean. 

AN OBAN physiotherapist has won the men’s open 
squash championship at Oban Tennis and Squash 
Club.

The tournament, held in Oban’s Atlantis Leisure 

and Glasgow, as well as the local area.

the David Lloyd Club in Glasgow defeated Oban’s 
Donald MacLennan.

Tournament organisers Jackie Kersley and Colin 

Oversby.
The prizes will be presented at the club’s annual 

dinner dance in the Royal Hotel on December 6. SILVERWARE: Open winner Neil Fraser.

SQUASH

Oban physio wins 
open squash title
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

People can’t 
go to their 
local police 
station when 
they need to”

FORT WILLIAM RESIDENT

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

An inspiring festival of fi lm, photography, 

music, art and literature on the shores of 

beautiful Loch Sunart

FRIDAY 26 - SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2014

Dihaoine 26 - Disathairne 27 Sultain 2014

Alan Bissett

Ed Byrne 

John Fardell

Lesley Glaister & Andrew Greig

Jackie Kay

Mary Ann Kennedy

Kids’ Cookschool

Alexander McCall Smith

Norrie MacLaren

Margaret McLellan

Jonathan Meres

Art with Room 13

Schools’ Programme

Workshops – cartooning

& paper-marbling

Three Lochs Book and Arts Festival

The Sunart Centre, Strontian PH36 4JA

www.threelochs.co.uk

Patron: Alexander McCall Smith CBE

CONCERNS have been raised over 
local policing in Lochaber following 
complaints that Fort William Police 
Station is often left unattended. 

A Fort William woman, who asked 
not be named, said she couldn’t be-
lieve it when she tried to hand in a lost 
car key on Saturday night to discover 
the Blar Mhor station was locked and 
empty, despite it being within the 
usual opening hours. 

She said: ‘I found a car key on 
Saturday evening and took it straight 
to the police station but there was no-
body there. I had to press a buzzer and 
speak to someone in what I think was 
a control room and they just asked me 
to come back in the morning because 
there was nobody there to speak to 
me. 

‘I can’t blame the police, they’re 
always on the High Street at the 
weekend when they’re needed but 
they’re obviously short staffed if they 
have to close up at 8pm on a Saturday. 
The station is supposed to be open 
until midnight but there wasn’t even a 
receptionist there. I’d rather they were 
out dealing with crimes, that’s their 
job, but it’s worrying that people can’t 
go to their local police station when 
they need to.’

Donald Campbell, area inspector 
for Lochaber, said they were not 
short staffed but he was reluctant to 

if reception staff were absent for any 
reason.

here to serve the community and 
if they need to be doing that I will 
have them out in the community, not 
manning a desk. 

‘There is a call box at the station 
which connects to a control room and 
if any appropriate concerns are raised 

with. Like all things there has to be 

HUNDREDS of friends and family gathered 
in a Fort William church to celebrate the 
graduation of West Highland College UHI 
students. 

A range of awards were presented to 
pupils at the ceremony in the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church on Friday and retiring 
assistant principal Georgia Morrison was 
honoured as mace bearer for the service. 

Almost 200 students from the college’s 10 
centres graduated and Dr Michael Foxley, 

chairman of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands further education regional board 
congratulated the success of students and 
staff. He said: ‘The future is very bright 
for students studying with West Highland 
College UHI as evidenced by the numbers of 
our students who go straight into employment 
after studying with us.

‘All of these students are part of the future 
of our region and we congratulate them on 
their achievements to date and encourage 

them in whatever they choose to do next.’ 
Lydia Rohmer, principal and chief executive 
of the college, told students at the ceremony: 
‘Students are at the heart of all we do. Their 
future success is our total focus and we as a 
college will be measured by their success.

‘Graduating today, you are not just 
successful academics, but active and 
contributing citizens who are equipped to 
work together to build a better and fairer 
society for all. Whatever you have decided 

to do next, always remember that you are 
individual, special and unique. What you 
have learned during your time at the college 

wish you the very best success in all that you 
do in going forward.’ 

Writer and journalist Muriel Gray was 
keynote speaker of the ceremony and 
encouraged graduates to ‘show the world how 
special they are’ before gathering the students 

A LOCHABER ex-Navy man 
said he was ‘honoured’ to be 
picked to lay a wreath at a war 
memorial. 

Robert Gribben from 
Inverlochy spent 36 years 
sailing with the Merchant 
Navy and recently travelled to 
London to represent current 
employer BP at a memorial 
service to commemorate 
wartime seafarers. 

The 52-year-old left 
Lochaber high school at 16 
years old to join the Merchant 
Navy and was one of the UK 

when he was charged at 24 
years old.

Mr Gribben, who now lives 

in Inverness, attended the 
service at Tower Hill with his 
mother Mary and wife Elaine 
on September 7. 

He said: ‘The whole weekend 
was very emotional but I’m 
very honoured I was picked. 

‘It was a very moving 
ceremony and my mother 
put it well when she said she 
had mixed emotions. She 
was proud that I was laying 
the wreath but we felt a lot of 
sorrow seeing the extent of the 
loss.

‘Around 40 years ago I laid 
a wreath in Fort William as a 
cub scout and now I’ve done 
this. I really have come full 
circle.’

ALMOST 700 Lochaber High School 
pupils took part in a fundraising hike, 
raising £7,000 for school funds and 
charity.  

The teenagers walked four miles 
from the school to the Lochaber Rural 
Complex at Torlundy, with the sixth 
years dressing up for the occasion last 
Wednesday.

Donald MacLean, deputy head at 
Lochaber high, organised the annual 
event and got into the spirit of the 
occasion by taking on the walk in a 
tiger suit despite the unusually warm 
September weather. Sixth year Stuart 

A LOCHABER charity celebrated 
its 15th anniversary with an 
afternoon tea on Sunday. 

The fundraising event for the 
area branch of Alzheimer Scotland 
also marked World Alzheimer’s 

information to raise awareness of the 
illness and raised £250 for the cause. 

Jo Cowan, Lochaber branch 
manager for Alzheimer Scotland, 
said: ‘Bringing out the china and 
cakestands seems a great way to 
mark 15 years of working together 
for people with dementia and their 
carers in Lochaber. We had a lovely 
afternoon meeting friends old and 
new. It was a great way to celebrate 
our 15th birthday.’ 

A STARGAZING event on Skye is 
expected to draw crowds from all 
over the UK next month.

Clan Donald Centre, Armadale, on 
October 25 will feature presentations 
from top astronomers and a pop up 
planetarium. The Muesum of the Isles 
will be open to show how sailors and 
explorers navigated by the stars.

A spokesman for Dark Skye said: 
‘During the evening all of our guest 
presenters will circulate and provide 
help with the hands-on star gazing.’ 

HONOUR: Robert Gribben lays a wreath at 
the memorial with his mother Mary

Ex-Navy man’s wreath laying honour

a priority system and that is at the 
discretion of control room staff and 

But it appears this situation is not 
uncommon as Andrew Baxter, High-
land councillor for the Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan area, said he re-
ceived a number of complaints during 
the summer about the police station 
being inaccessible. 

He said: ‘From what I can tell 
members of the public are concerned 
about a lack of civilian staff.  If police 

they should be doing that, I complete-
ly support it, but we shouldn’t be in a 
situation where people can’t go to the 
police station when they need to. 

‘Both local people and local police 

over the summer about it and it 
seems Police Scotland have allowed 
cut backs and now we don’t have the 
civilian staff that we need. As well as 
the local impact it’s sad that we mar-
ket ourselves as a tourist destination 

access local police if and when they 
might need them.’ 

Lochaber policing concerns

students, staff  and board members of West Highland College UHI gathered in Fort William for this year’s graduation ceremony

DOUBLE TAKE: Lochaber high school pupil Stuart Matheson dressed up as 
head teacher Jim Sutherland, right, for the annual hike

Complaints lodged 
over unattended  
Fort William station

Hundreds gather in Fort William to celebrate graduations 

Dark Skye group 
looks to the stars

Afternoon tea to 
mark 15 years

Matheson entertained his peers by 
dressing up as head teacher Jim 
Sutherland. 

Mr MacLean said: ‘After postpon-
ing our annual hike because of poor 
weather conditions last month, we 
couldn’t have asked for a better day 
for the event on Wednesday. 

‘The pupils were in great form and 
an enjoyable day out was had by all. 
Thanks to everybody who supported 
the hike, with special thanks to Isabel 
and Linda Campbell at the Rural 
Complex , Forestry Commission and 
the local police.’

School hike raises £7,000
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Did you know that, with the correct boiler, 
you can receive money from the govern-
ment? 

With the Renewable Heating Incentive 
(RHI), you can do just that.

Both businesses and private individuals 
can take advantage of this, but how does it 
work? 

When you switch to a renewable heating 
system, such as a biomass boiler, and pass 
their audit thereof, the Department of Ener-
gy & Climate Change will make payments 
to your account quarterly, for seven years 
for domestic customers and twenty years 
for non- domestic customers.

I know, this sounds good, but surely it’s 
expensive? 

Although a new, state-of-the-art, boiler 

investment, as it will pay for itself in at least 
four ways over time.

First, the previously mentioned RHI: 
The government will give you quarterly 
payments over seven years for domestic 
and twenty years for non-domestic. That’s 
simple, right?

Second, the fact that biomass and other re-
newable fuels are cheaper than many fossil 

cheaper per kilowatt-hour than Liquid Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG), which is very common 
in rural areas, especially Argyll, and is, of 
course, much cheaper than using an electric 
boiler.

Third, the fact that biomass won’t get 
much more expensive over time: We all 

know that gas, and other fossil fuel prices, 
go up drastically every winter. Every year, 
when it starts to get cold, we see headlines 
about how, yet again, fuel prices have gone 
up radically. 

And, most excitingly, the fourth reason, 
that the Energy Saving Trust (Scotland), 
offers interest free loans, to cover up to 75% 
of the cost of the boiler and installation for 
domestic installations. This can allow you 
to use your savings on heating to pay for 
the boiler, meaning that you won’t be out of 
pocket right now.

According to Ofgem, the energy regula-
tor, biomass fuels are not victim to these 
ridiculous annual price hikes. The cost of 
biomass fuel has remained steady for years, 
and is projected to remain so, unlike the 
alternatives.

This is all very interesting, of course, but 
maybe it sounds complicated, and too much 
hassle?

Apparently not.
Will Currie, of Renewables Now, based at 

Barcaldine, has said,
“Many of our domestic customers are now 

of up to £4000, from the installation of bio-
mass boilers. Meeting the requirements for 

none of our clients have been denied their 
applications for RHI funding.” 

So, biomass, a renewable fuel source, is 

you seriously consider an environmentally 
friendly way to heat your home.

A Cheaper Way To Heat Your Home?

ADVERTORIAL

POLICE in Fort William are 
investigating a number of acts of 
vandalism in the area and are keen 
to speak to anyone with information 
regarding the following incidents: 

The bonnets and body panels of 
a number of vehicles in Ross Place 
were scratched during the early hours 
on September 15. 

Street were removed and thrown to 
the ground at 1.15am on September 
19. A number of youths were believed 
to be in the area at the time. 

The door of a house in Camanachd 
Crescent was spray-painted blue on 
the night of September 18. 

Police are also investigating the 
theft of money from a camping 
ground in Kilchoan on September 15. 

A total of £200 in coins was stolen 
from cash boxes in a block of showers 
intended for use by campers and 
visitors. The boxes were forced open. 

Anyone with information on any 
of these incidents is asked to contact 
Police Scotland by calling 101 or the 
Crimestoppers anonymous line on 
0800 555111. 

WESTERN Isles residents are being 
warned about a phone scam operating 
in the area. 

Police Scotland and the area’s 
trading standards service said some 
people have already lost money in the 
scheme, which involves a cold caller 
posing as a bank employee asking to 
check personal details. 

A trading standards spokesman 
said: ‘Unfortunately, some consumers 
in our area have lost money as a result 
of this crime. People should never 
divulge any personal information 
to anyone who calls them out of the 
blue, no matter who they say they are.  
Reputable businesses never operate 
in this manner. If using the phone 
after receiving such a phone call, 
consumers should ensure that they 
hear the dialling tone before dialling 
the number.’ 

Anyone wishing to provide 
information or seek advice on this, or 
any other scam, can contact trading 
standards on 01851 822694 or Police 
Scotland on 101.

VOLUNTEERS in Lochaber made 
the most of the weekend’s warm 
weather to carry out ‘much-
needed’ improvement work on the 
path to Ben Nevis. 

Helped by members of the area’s 
athletic club, Friends of Nevis 
members tidied the path, cleaned 
water bars and cleared litter from 
the Achintee area. 

Joy Biggin of Friends of Nevis 
said: ‘Volunteers took advantage 
of the lovely weather to work hard 
over the weekend. 

‘We cleared a huge amount of 
litter along the riverside. It’s very 
disappointing that those who 
obviously enjoy gathering in these 
lovely spots leave such a mess 
behind them.’

upgrade of their local food store. 
The Station Road Co-operative re-opens 

today (Thursday) following a £428,000 

bakery, self-service tills and a wider range 

of fresh and frozen food.  Marc Ross, 
store manager, said: ‘I’m excited about 
welcoming shoppers into the new store. 
The transformation will be amazing and 
I’m sure our customers will enjoy shopping 
in the new environment.’

MOVES to secure new affordable 
housing in a north Skye community 
have been backed by the area’s MSP 
and MP.

A major report commissioned 

published by Highland small 
communities housing trust has 
pinpointed the need for housing in 
the area as 18 per cent of properties 
are now holiday homes, compared 
to the Highland average of 5.7 per 
cent. 

The last affordable homes were 

There is concern locally that 
major housing developments 
have since been concentrated in 
larger settlements like Portree and 
Broadford, while the primary school 
roll has halved in recent years.

Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: ‘I am 
supportive of initiatives that will 
ease housing shortages. Therefore, 
I think discussing ideas about how 
that might happen in practice is a 
welcome move and I look forward to 
hearing more from the community 
trust on the matter.’

It is thought the demand for houses 
could be set to increase further as 
the trust is working in partnership 
with Skye Sea Harvest Company to 
develop a seafood processing plant 
at the local harbour which could 
create more than 40 jobs. 

Charles Kennedy, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, said the prospect 
of permanent jobs was ‘more than 
welcome’ but there must be housing 
available to accommodate it. 

He added: ‘There is a lot to be 
positive about, however, we must 

demand for housing. To maximise 
the potential of new jobs and 
maintain the spirit of the local 
community we must ensure the 
potential workforce is not restricted 
because of a housing shortage.’ 

at the end of this month to discuss 
the report’s recommendations. 

AN ARDNAMURCHAN rider is 
celebrating a successful summer after she 
was reunited with her much-loved horse 
following a three-year split. 

Jane Sturrock and her Welsh Cob 
rescue horse spent seven years travelling 
the country winning prizes at various 
agricultural shows but Ms Sturrock was 
devastated when a change in circumstances 
meant she had to re-home 19-year-old 
Follie in 2011. 

She said: ‘Follie was rescued from the 
Welsh hills by the International League for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Horses [now 
known as World Horse Welfare] and I was 
asked to take her on from people I know on 
Uist. She did exceptionally well in shows 
from Oban to Glasgow and that’s why it 

was so heartbreaking to give her up. After 
three long years I got her back in March 
this year and after three years of intense 
training she was ready to be shown again.’ 

The hard work paid off as Follie won 
overall horse champion at the Sunart 
and District  Agricultural Show and two 

moorland category of Lochaber Show, both 
held in August this year. 

Ms Sturrock said: ‘I was delighted at 
how well she did this year, especially since 
Sunart and Lochaber were the only shows 
I entered. I was hoping to go to more but 
since I only got Follie back in March I 
didn’t have the right transport in place. 
Thankfully I’ve got a trailer now and I 
hope to enter her in many more next year.’

directing masters course in Edinburgh. 
Gordon Napier, right, from Banavie, recently wrote 

Tide, starring Scottish actor 
Gary Lewis, and was one of just three Prince William 
Scholarship winners in Scotland. 

Warner Bros, the 30-year-old will receive one-on-one 
mentoring from BAFTA members and award-winners. 

Mr Napier said: ‘It is a genuine honour to be awarded 

something as prestigious as BAFTA’s Prince William 

renewed faith in my abilities that BAFTA and Warner 
Bros have recognised and wish to support my efforts at 
this crucial stage in my career.  

‘I was at real risk of not being able to complete my 
course which would have undoubtedly held me back in 
my career. However, this scholarship has made a massive 
impact on my life by enabling me to forge ahead and not 
lose the critical momentum I’ve built up over these last 

for.’

CLEAN-UP: Friends of Nevis volunteers worked on the Ben Nevis path at the weekend

New affordable homes 
a ‘much-needed’ boost
NEW AFFORDABLE housing 
in Lochaber has been welcomed 
by communities, with one local 
councillor calling it a ‘much-needed 
boost’.  

The building of new homes in 
Fort William and Strontian will 
be underway by the end of this 

earmarked for Caol and Kilchoan the 
following year, Lochaber Housing 

Association (LHA) announced this 
week.  Highland councillor and 
leader of Lochaber area committee 
Thomas MacLennan said: ‘I welcome 
new houses in Lochaber, particularly 
in the more remote areas where it 
will be a much-needed boost. There 
are just under 700 people on the 
waiting list for housing in Lochaber 
alone so this will be great for them. 
Highland Council is also embarking 
on a project to build new houses in the 
area to further address the problem.’ 

Of the 37 houses, 31 will be rented 
properties and the remaining six 

will be available to buy as part of a 
shared equity scheme. This comes 

year period when the association 
was unable to provide housing but 
the project was made possible with 
funding from the Scottish government 
and Royal Bank of Scotland alongside 
a new partnership agreement 
between LHA and the Highlands 
Small Communities Housing Trust 
(HSCHT).  Di Alexander, chairman 
of LHA, announced the development 
at the group’s annual general meeting 
last week.  He said: ‘The encouraging 

period which forced the association 

building new houses. Since last 
year, the association’s board and 
management team have been working 
hard to establish a viable means of 
getting new build, affordable housing 
going again in Lochaber. 

‘These efforts have resulted, I’m 
delighted to say, in a new build 
development programme, albeit on 
a modest scale, in partnership with 
HSCHT.’

Alan Thomson of Sunart 

community council welcomed the 
new housing in Strontian. He said: 
‘Affordable housing in any area of 
Lochaber is more than welcome 
but Strontian, in particular, is short 
of housing, especially affordable 

of it.’ 
Neil Clark, chairman of Fort 

William community council, echoed 
the positive response. He said: ‘This 

long time, positive things are starting 
to happen in Fort William and I’m 
delighted about it.’ 

SUCCESSFUL SUMMER: Jane Sturrock with prizewinning Follie at Sunart and District 
Agricultural Show 20_f39horse01

Housing 
talks 
welcomed 

Fort William police 
seek town vandals

Bank phone scam 
warning issued

Horse and rider back in winning 
stride after three-year separation

Doors open on re-vamped store

staff of Ardnamurchan high school are celebrating 
the success of their pupils. 

The annual award for academic achievement, 
sponsored by Lochaber Housing Association, 
went to Jamie Begg and Isabelle Tilling for their 
impressive exam results this year. 

Jamie has started his sixth year at school after 

primary teaching at university after receiving the 
honour for her two advanced higher and two higher 
As. 

For wider achievement, Shanine Gallagher who 
achieved four Highers in sixth year, has gone on 
to excel in music and performance and was chosen 
to open the main stage at the Tiree music festival 
this year. Christopher Millar-Craig, head teacher at 
Ardnamurchan High School, said: ‘Congratulations 
to all our young people for their achievements 
in this year’s exams. I am very pleased with the 

of results meeting or exceeding target grades.’ 

UNIVERSITY: Isabelle Tilling

GREAT RESULTS: Jamie Begg 

High school pupils 
make the grade

Volunteers 
clean-up          
Ben     
Nevis path

 

More than just beautiful Seafood
Overlooking the harbour 

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant



Thursday 25 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his
Constituency Tour on the following date:-

Tuesday 30 September 2014
Bridge of Orchy - 9.30am - 10am

Dalmally - 11am - 11.30am
Lochawe - 12 noon - 12.30pm

Taynuilt - 1pm - 1.30pm
Benderloch - 3.30pm - 4pm

Connel - 4.30pm - 5pm
Dunbeg - 5.30pm - 6pm

Alan Reid MP
Constituency 

Tour
Meet your local MP

For an appointment please call 01369 704840

SOLUTIONS 
SCOTLAND

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DEBT & IS IT 
AFFECTING YOUR LIFE?
DO YOU FIND YOURSELF PAYING OUT MORE 
THAN YOU CAN AFFORD?
WORRIED ABOUT ANSWERING THE PHONE OR 
LETTERS FROM CREDITORS?
HAVE SHERIFF OFFICERS ARRESTED YOUR 
WAGES?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A DEBT FREE 
FUTURE  ON 0141-227-6773

SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR ADVISORS TODAY & RECEIVE 
A FACE TO FACE VISIT FREE OF CHARGE!
WE COULD USE GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION TO;
A. GET YOU DEBT FREE IN AS LITTLE AS 48 

MONTHS
B. PROTECT YOUR HOME & CAR
C. ONLY PAY WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

CALL TODAY......... SOLUTIONS SCOTLAND 
ON 0141-227-6773

Island subsidy call to 
reduce price of goods 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

WHEN ferry operator CalMac 
announced it was to implement the 
weighing of light goods vehicles 
to tackle illegal loads, there were 
concerns from island communities 
about the cost of goods increasing. 

The restrictions were applied 
on July 1 to vehicles classed as 
‘light goods vans’, which are those 
weighing less than 3.5 tonnes. The 
ferry company had discovered some 
of these had been overloaded and 
travelling on their ferries for years.

Almost three months on, members 
of three island communities served 
by CalMac spoke to The Oban 
Times about transporting goods to 
the islands.

The residents from Mull, Tiree 
and Islay were all in agreement that 
some form of subsidy was needed to 
support island businesses and resi-
dents, and felt that Road Equivalent 

island communities as was hoped.
Donald Gillies, 50, runs a small 

haulage business on Islay. 
He says that the restrictions for 

smaller vehicles have increased his 
prices, and this will be his last year 
transporting to the island as a result.

He said: ‘The price of fruit and veg 
will go up because smaller carriers 
who were supplying it have been 
curtailed, they’ll have to pass it on to 
the customer.

‘What they could transport in two 
van loads before will now take three, 
so that’s an extra £300 to factor into 
their costs.

‘There’s going to be an increase 
in costs unless people go to large 
hauliers and order pallets of stuff at 
a time.

‘I was looking at the pricing 
today and it’s not looking good, I’ve 
already had to implement a three per 
cent increase to two of my bigger 
suppliers and will be looking to do it 
again in October, and that’s just the 
start of it. 

‘This will be the last year I trans-
port stuff to the island.

‘At the moment it hasn’t been 
passed on to the customer but small-
er carriers will have to put prices up 
considerably.’

Donald said he felt that not enough 

had been done through discussions 
between CalMac, Transport Scot-
land and the island communities, 
noting that the short-term working 
group put in place for discussions 
when the weight restrictions were 
implemented did not include a 
smaller haulier from any of the 
islands.

He added: ‘I’m fed up of the 
bureaucracy of the whole situation. 
People think this is the government’s 
fault but it’s not, the lobbying groups 
are as much to blame as anyone.

‘It won’t turn into a crisis though, 
that’s just scaremongering. If costs 
increase, they increase but it won’t 
put people off the islands.

‘CalMac should set the pricing 
and the government should set the 
subsidy level.’

John Clayton, 69, is a retired 
agricultural consultant who helps to 
organise the Mull Rally, and agrees 

residents.
John, who moved to Mull in 2000, 

says he has noticed a steady rise in 
the cost of items on the island. 

He said: ‘Everybody is comment-
ing that the cost of services is going 
up on the island.

‘The smaller carriers have been hit 

hard and had to bear the brunt of this 
and pass it on to the customer.

‘Prices have crept up but somebody 
has to pay the bill. 

‘It does have serious repercussions 
for people who are living on the 
island.

‘Everything has crept up in the 
past few months, mostly stuff from 
the smaller carriers.

‘Any slight increase and everybody 
blames CalMac, and while they’re 
not totally blameless, the recent 
problems are only caused because 
they are applying the law.

‘RET has been ridiculous, it should 
help everybody, not just one section 
of society, but it is clearly only help-
ing tourists.

‘Of course we need tourists to 
come to the island but we need 
people to look after them.’

Ian Gillies is a retired councillor 
and land manager, and currently 
serves on Tiree community council.

He said that the community 
council had written to MSP Michael 
Russell because of concerns about a 
perceived lack of support from the 
Scottish Government on issues of 
supporting the transport needs of the 
island’s residents.

He said: ‘All goods and services, 

as well as the cost of running 
businesses on Tiree, are ultimately 
dependent upon a cost effective 
ferry and air service.

‘Prices of all commodities are 
inexorably rising on Tiree and also 
over a whole range of goods and 
services and anecdotal evidence 
suggests that the weekly Co-op 
shopping basket and the price of fuel 
has risen substantially over the last 
three months or so.

‘Tiree Community Council would 
like to see some thought given by 

the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) 
scheme, to recognise the fact while it 
provides a welcome boost to tourism 
on the islands, it has failed entirely 
to suppress freight and travel cost 
increases for island residents. 

‘Despite the Scottish Govern-

Public Service Obligation, (PSO), 
in the case of the Glasgow to Tiree 
air service, this support is not as 
effective as it potentially could be in 
reducing the costs of both living and 
doing business on Tiree.’

CalMac has previously said it had 
no other option but to impose the 
restrictions in order to adhere to the 
law.

COST INCREASE: Islanders say recently imposed restrictions on ferry fares are raising the cost of living

OFFICES 

CLOSED
3rd October 2014

Would our readers and advertisers 
please note that our Oban 

closed for one day on 

Friday 3rd October 2014.

open as usual 

from Monday 6th October.

Tel: 01631 568000

Email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk

From an advert placed in the 

recruitment section of The 

Oban Times we had more than 

50 responses from people 

interested in the post.

In the past we had never 

thought about newspaper 

advertising and have simply 

advertised on our own website 

and with other ‘free’ places.

This time, we have a full 

complement of potential staff 

to interview. They come from 

all over the UK and we are 

delighted with the response.

Also, a recent survey on where 

people get their information 

about the cinema showed that 

more than 75 per cent of our 

visitors hear about what is on 

from The Oban Times. We have 

70,000 ticket sales a year.

The team at 
Oban Phoenix Cinema

Dear Oban Times

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

A GROUP of prominent businesses 
say they may be forced to quit 
the islands, because Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s (CalMac) winter ferry 
timetable is not working.

The consortium claims overnight 
costs for staff and short working 

service to Mull are crippling their 
businesses.

The list of 25 mainland, Mull and 
Iona businesses reckon that the ferry 
operator is putting £25 million worth 
of business and more than 370 jobs 
on Mull at risk with its ‘unrealistic’ 
winter timetable.

Islanders argue that a simple solu-
tion to the growing problem would 
mean docking the ferry at Craignure. 
But, they say, CalMac bosses are not 
listening.

Andy Knight, managing director 
of prominent island business TSL 
Contractors Limited, said: ‘All we 
are asking is that the ferry docks at 
Craignure overnight in the winter. 
That would mean an early start from 

think that is too much to ask.
‘But the mainland-based individu-

als who make the decisions on ferry 
scheduling believe that Mull is a 
place which is mainly reliant on tour-
ism for its revenue and where there 
is minimal economic activity in the 
winter months.

‘The consequence of this is that the 
schedule is looked on entirely from 
a perspective of the island being 
serviced from the mainland, as op-
posed to island businesses being able 
to compete to export their services, 
skills and products to the mainland 
and beyond.

‘CalMac is a “can’t do” organ-
isation. We expected that if this 

proposal was put to them, they would 
cite several reasons why it cannot be 
achieved.

‘However, we are of the opinion 
that if approached in a constructive 

manner, this could be implemented 
incurring minimal cost and oper-
ational disruption.’ The Scottish 
government has backed the business 
group’s argument for a longer day. 
Michael Russell, Argyll and Bute 
MSP, said: ‘I am very disappointed 
that despite much discussion, CalMac 
has been unable to deliver the service 
that Mull wants and needs.   

‘I have spoken to transport minister 
Keith Brown and written to CalMac 
and I want to see some genuine 
negotiation on this issue, given the 
serious concerns of important local 
businesses.   

‘The record of delays and cancella-
tions on the Craignure route is also 
causing concern and CalMac will 
have to up its performance in order to 
satisfy those who rely on this lifeline 
service.’

Last year there were 85 cancella-
tions out of 3,749 sailings.

But as the ferry winter timetable 
is due to be published, there is no 
change on the length of day proposed 
for islanders. 

A spokesman for Calmac said: ‘In 
order to deliver the desired earlier 
departures from Mull and late sail-
ings to Mull tabled by a consortium 
of Mull-based businesses, the vessel 
would be required to berth overnight 

week.
‘With the current port infra-

increase the risk of the vessel having 
to reposition or come off the berth in 
challenging weather.

‘This would directly affect our core 
service.

‘This winter, the Mull service will 
be enhanced on a Monday with two 
additional crossings, Wednesday four 
additional crossings and on Fridays 
six additional crossings throughout 
the day.

‘We are currently speaking to the pier 
owners to explore options for devel-
opment of the facility at Craignure to 
support the delivery of the Ferries Plan.

‘Commercial operators are a key 
customer group for us and we will 
work with them to try and accom-
modate their concerns whenever 
possible.’

Business fury over 
island ferry times

Argyll salutes 
its own heroes

Turn to pages 12 - 13 for full report 

and picture special on Saturday’s 

World War One parade in Oban

Iona walker saved 
by passer-by who 
ran a mile to raise 
emergency rescue

A ‘VERY, very lucky’ walker was 
rescued in darkness from the sea on 
Iona.

The critically injured man, 49, is 
known to have been climbing on the 
rocks on the uninhabited west coast 
of the island on Tuesday when, it is 
understood, he slipped and fell.

By chance, a lone passer-by heard 
the shouts of the stricken man,  some 
two hours later, just as the tide was 
coming in.

The man, who has not been named, 
was badly injured and in danger of 
drowning in the rising water. The 
passer-by ran nearly a mile to get help 
from nearby crofters, as the mobile 
signal is very limited on the island. 

It was then, at 6pm, that a full scale 
rescue operation was set in motion.

A spokesman for Scottish Fire and 
Rescue said it took 12 minutes for 
the crew to arrive on scene: ‘He had 
sustained a head injury, was experi-
encing lower body pain and had been 
in the open for around two hours 

therapy and attempted to shelter him 
from the weather conditions.’ 

Gordon Bruce, one of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue volunteers on the 
island, described the community in-
volved in rescuing the injured tourist. 

Describing it as a ‘pretty long 
mission’, he said: ‘It involved one 
injured walker, one passer-by, two 
local crofters, at least six members of 
the coastguard team, nine volunteer 

consisting of one pilot and two para-
medics, the crew of an RAF Sea King 
and the ferry boys and girls who had 
to stay out late. Fantastic effort all 
round.’

The Scottish Ambulance Service 

ter was in the area and as a precaution 
was brought to the scene of the inci-
dent and escorted the casualty to the 
Southern General Hospital.

As The Oban Times went to press, 
police described the man’s condition 

were continuing into the circumstances 
of the accident. It is believed the man is 
not local to the area.

CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH: The Mull headquarters of TSL Contractors Limited and (pictured above) Andy Knight 

NEWSDESK

01397 703003
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Argyll and Bute's SNP group 

loses seventh member

Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui are scheduled to 
take place each night from Tuesday 30th 

September to Friday 10th October 

2014.

The road will close at 2200hrs and re-

open each day at 0600hrs. The A82 

will remain open either side of the 

closure.

Diversion routes between these hours will 
be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, A819 
and A85, and southbound via the A85 at 
Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

Closures can be subject to change, 
therefore please refer to the Transport 
Scotland website for the latest information:

http://www.transportscotland.gov.

uk/project/a82-pulpit-rock

A82 overnight 
closures

A DRIVER with ‘considerable' 
previous convictions for road 

week after admitting driving while 

Hugo Martins, 32, was stopped 
by police on the A85 in Connel not 
long after his release from Oban 
police station after being reported 
in the town’s George Street for 
driving when he appeared to be ‘off 

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that when stopped again on 
June 12, he was unsteady on his 
feet and his car had considerable 
damage to it, including one tyre 

He was taken back to Oban police 
station where a doctor said he was 

The court heard Martins, from 
Westblackhall Street, Greenock, 
had admitted taking valium and 

Jailing Martins for 145 days and 
disqualifying him from driving for 

said it was perhaps one of the ‘most 
serious’ such incidents he had dealt 

Drug-fuelled driver 
jailed for 145 days 

Dealer thrown out 
of association fl at

Police alert over 
telecom con call

Paint attack was 
random vandalism

Hotel chains still 
have eye on Oban

THERE is no place for drug 
dealers in West Highland Housing 

That was the stark warning after 
a man, who had been convicted for 
dealing drugs, was later evicted 

Lesley McInnes, chief executive 
of WHHA, said: ‘We always 

‘Removing someone from their 
property is a very serious action 
with consequences both for the 
individual and their wider family 

‘However, we cannot tolerate 
actions that impact on other 
tenants or neighbours and if we 
cannot come to agreement about 
stopping behaviour then we have 
no alternative but to take serious 

‘In this recent case we had no 

A WARNING has been issued 
to BT customers by Oban police 
after a woman from the town was 
duped into giving out bank account 

The woman received a phone 
call on Monday from someone 
claiming to be from the telecoms 
company, who said her phone 
charges were increasing and that 
she had to pay an extra charge of 

After receiving the bank details, 
the fraudster took a substantial 

Inspector Julie McLeish has 
issued a warning to BT customers 
in the area to remain vigilant and 
never give out personal details over 

She said: ‘In this situation the 
phone call was from a withheld 
number and the caller said to the 
victim she should have received 
a letter explaining the increased 

‘No one should provide any 
personal details or bank account 
information over the phone and it 

Oban police are investigating 

TWO BUSINESS premises were 

with red paint was thrown at the 

The Light of India and Oban 
Soup Company in Stevenson 
Street, Oban, were not deliberately 
targeted, say police, and that the 
incident, which occurred overnight 
between Saturday and Sunday last 
week, was a result of  a random act 

Oban police inspector Julie 
McLeish said a man was seen 
throwing a plastic bag, which 

Inspector McLeish said: ‘We 
have spoken to a number of 
witnesses and enquiries are 

PROGRESS is being made in 

Travelodge and Premier Inn have 
both said they want to come to 

It is understood that one contract 

Surveyors and Valuers, said: ‘Plans 

‘When these are concluded, we 
will be in a position to discuss the 

REGISTRATION closes today (Thursday) for the 
Scottish Rural Parliament which is due to meet 

The three-day event is expected to bring more 
than 400 people, mostly members of local com-
munity groups and organisations, from all over 

Final roll-call for 
rural parliament

Estate wins grant
PLANS to take historic Castle Toward estate in 
Argyll into community ownership have been 

The 143-acre estate, which includes a grade B 
listed baronial mansion house, is owned by Argyll 

South Cowal Community Development 

STAFF at the Peacocks shop within 
the Soroba Road Co-op in Oban have 
been told they will be made redundant 

There are seven part-time workers 
and one full-time staff member at the 

As reported last week, German 
discount giant LIDL has bought 
the building from the Co-op, but is 
remaining tight-lipped about future 
plans, with rumours that it will be 
demolished and a bigger store built 

A staff member for Peacocks, who 

that Peacocks, which is owned by the 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, will close 

The worker, who has been employed 
in the store since it opened, said: ‘If 
any other positions become available 
within Edinburgh Woollen Mill, we 
will be offered a transfer, but there’s 

that have been offered so far are in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, which is no 

‘Although we are all disappointed, 
in my view it could be worse, as we 

The staff member said that those 
who have been with the store more 
than two years would be offered 

redundancy, if they hadn’t found an-

They continued: ‘Some of the staff 
are a bit sickened because they were 
told their hours were to be cut, then 

Staff say they’re on borrowed 
time following Co-op closure

all of a sudden they’re shutting the 

until January to get the most from 

‘It would have got rid of the stock 

here and in the Co-op, but obviously 
we’re bound by the decision of the 

While the fate of the building is still 
uncertain with LIDL giving no more 

CLOSING DOWN? the Co-op building on Soroba Road that also houses the Peacocks store, owned by Edinburgh Woollen Mill

information, staff at the Peacocks 
store also said they were briefed 
to say the store was to be knocked 
down, and that surveyors had marked 
out areas in the car park to indicate 

where the new building would be 

press, Peacocks had not responded to 
questions put to them by The Oban 
Times

Peacocks workers say 

they have been told 

that the Soroba Road 

store will close when 

German retail giant 

LIDL takes over the 

Co-operative site

RAISING CASH: fi refi ghters from Oban community fi re station raised more than £700 for charity at their annual car wash. The car wash, held 
on Saturday, saw more than 70 cars pass through the station for a quick scrub, with donations going to the Firefi ghters Charity. In total, 

£719.34 was raised through donations and associated Gift Aid 

A BATTLE for the future of a 
former Oban primary school will 
continue as disgruntled regional 

A councillor from Helensburgh, 
who did not want to be named, 
said the council’s decision to give 
a preferred bidder status to an 
Oban community group which 
has yet to draw up a business plan 

The councillor was speaking 

about Argyll and Bute council's 
decision earlier in the month to 
allow Oban Communities Trust 
(OCT) to press ahead with plans 

building into a community arts 

Other offers on the table for 

37 social housing homes, an 
initiative brought forward by 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and backed 

believed a number of councillors 
are keen to revisit the decision to 
assess the viability of the OCT 

If OCT is unable to present a 
viable business case within six 
months, the building would need 

The councillor said: ‘Seventeen 
elderly people are being deprived 

‘As long as we are waiting to 

hear the outcome of the OCT 
business case, the money availa-
ble from ACHA will be spent on 

ACHA had previously con-

sites for properties and was no 

In March, Argyll and Bute 
council gave £140,000 for a 
proposed arts academy and sub-
marine museum and community 

A SEVENTH member of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) has resigned from 
its political grouping in Argyll and Bute 

The latest resignation means the once 
13-strong political group has more than 

Councillor John Semple, a former 
deputy leader of the council announced 
his resignation to other members at the 
referendum count in Lochgilphead last 

John told followers on Facebook, that he 
had ‘been thinking about it for a while, 

the time for me is right to be moving on, 

Our the last two and a half years since 

lors- Sandy Taylor, Gordon Blair, Anne 
Horn, Isobel Strong, Richard Trail and 

The group went from leading the council 
under Roddy McCuish and James Robb to 

Mr Semple follows in the footsteps of 
Louise Glen-Lee who cited ‘personal 
reasons’ and Fred Hall, a former chief 
inspector, who claimed Scottish govern-
ment plans for law reform had instigated 

Four members of the group resigned 
from the SNP but did not stand down 
from the council: Michael Breslin, Robert 
MacIntyre, Roddy McCuish and Mary-

While party insiders claim there is 
no one reason for the resignations, it is 
believed that the tensions felt around the 
time of investigations into the conduct of 
councillors and members relationships 
brought to bear extreme pressure on ward 

Former council leader, Helensburgh 
Central SNP member, James Robb said: 
I am disappointed that John Semple has 
resigned for he was a very able councillor 
and a real champion for Campbeltown and 

’The three honourable resignations of 
SNP councillors are regrettable but each 
had their own personal reasons which 

cillors defecting to other political groups 
without re-testing the support of their 

SNP group leader Sandy Taylor said 
he hoped that two-fold increase in the 
membership of the party nationally would 
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‘This was a very encouraging 
performance against one of
the best sides in the league’

FOOTBALL

TRIATHLON

Helen Ross (left) presents the winners of Fort William Railway Bowling Club’s Four Rinks competi-
tion.  The winners (from left) are Liz Kennedy, Eddie Downs, Allan Lawrie and Martin Keenan

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 

and Bury at the weekend for a 
pre-season training trip. 

The team kicked off the 
experience at the GB Institute 
of Sport outdoor park with 
explosive sprints designed to 
replicate the short bursts of 
energy used in boxing. This 
was followed by a tour of the 
park, used for training by the 
2012 Olympic boxing squad.

In the afternoon the team 
enjoyed a further training 
session at the famous Ingle 

home to, amongst others, 
Naseem Hamed, Johnny 
Nelson and current world 
welterweight champion Kell 
Brook. Towards the end of this 
session Kell Brook visited the 
gym to sign autographs and 
take photos. 

Saturday saw the Lochaber 
club take part in a two-hour, 
four-club sparring session 
with three more clubs from 
the north of England and on 
Sunday the club visited Bury 
Boxing Club, the gym Amir 
Khan boxed out of when 
he was an amateur, before 
the long drive back to Fort 
William. 

Steve Docherty of Lochaber 
Phoenix said: ‘The people 
we came into contact with 

incredibly friendly with 
everyone in our club and we 
cannot praise and thank them 
all enough.

‘Meeting some world class 
boxers and spending a lot 
of time in the company of 
world class trainer Dominic 
Ingle and former British 
champion Neville Brown was 
an unforgettable experience 
for our lads and they cannot 
wait to show the Fort William 
boxing fans everything they 
have learned.’ 

ATHLETICS: Inverlochy pupils were delighted to take fi rst place in this year’s inter-school triathlon, closely followed by Arisaig in 
second and Glencoe in third  20_f39tri01 

TITLE: The winning Kingussie High School under 16 shinty team 

WORK on a new pitch for Kin-
lochshiel Shinty Club began this 
week. 

Funding for the project at Bal-
macara, near Kyle of Lochalsh, 
has now been completed, with 

supported by a grant of £150,000 
from Sportscotland and £50,000 
from Highland Council.

Keith Loades, chairman of 
Kinlochshiel Shinty Club, said: 
‘The current pitch at Kirkton has 

PUSUIT: Formartine United’s Sam French bears down on Fort William goalkeeper Robin Harvey with Iain Foggo in hot pursuit                                                  20_f39football01 

Highland League
Fort William 1

Formartine United 2
FORT William were left dis-
appointed on Saturday when a 
crucial point was snatched away 
from them with an 89th minute 
second goal by Formartine 
United bringing the result to 2-1 

Fortmartine’s Sam French 
opened the scoring at Claggan 
Park in the 12th minute but their 
lead lasted only two minutes be-
fore the Fort struck back through 

Nick Stein’s seventh goal in his 
last six games. 

It took an impressive save from 
home keeper Robin Harvey to 
keep the scoring level but the 

McVitie sent Formartine home 
with all three points, taking 
them to fourth place in the Scot-
tish Highland League. 

Hope
The closely-fought game 

sparked hope for the Fort, said 
David MacDonald of the club.

He added: ‘All associated 

with the home side were feeling 
absolutely gutted. This was a 
very encouraging performance 
against one of the best sides in 
the league. 

‘We have to make sure we can 
reproduce this performance on a 
much more regular basis.’ 

This weekend Fort William  
travel to face Fraserburgh before 
taking on Lossiemouth at home 
on October 4. 

Fort William 
lose out to a 
last gasp goal 

Four in a row for Kings 
in Great Glen Sixes

KINGUSSIE High School 
defended their title at a Highland 

place for the fourth year in a row. 

Glen Shinty Sixes last week, a 
1-0 victory over Glen Urquhart 
secured Kingussie’s place in 

defeated Portree 2-1. 

beg Park, Drumnadrochit, saw 
Kings beat Lochaber 1-0, with 
a goal from Iain Robinson in the 

success for the school when 
Callum Grant was named player 
of the tournament. 

Event organiser Allan MacLe-
od said: ‘It is encouraging to see 
so many schools from across the 
north of Scotland coming togeth-
er to take part in this event which 
is now in its 19th year. 

‘On behalf of the hosts, Glen 
Urquhart High School, I would 
like to thank our new sponsors 
Shinty Shop, the tournament 

referees, Glenurquhart Shinty 
Club for their assistance and to SCHOOL SHINTY

THE SUN was shining on Lochaber chil-

athletics event of the term. 
Inverlochy was the overall winner of the 

19 primary schools who entered the triath-
lon last Wednesday with Arisaig in a close 
second place and Glencoe coming shortly 
behind in third. 

Impressive
Of the individual competitors, Jenna Ma-

cLean of Lochyside was the fastest swim-
mer at Lochaber Leisure Centre, breaking 
last year’s record by more than 30 seconds 

13 seconds.
Hannah Corner from Inverlochy took 

Lochaber win inter-school triathlon

George Stewart for all his work 
on the day.’ 

27 seconds, followed by Joshua Balcombe 
from Spean Bridge just one second behind. 

The cycle leg then started from the Brave-
heart car park at Glen Nevis and Duncan 
O’Rourke from Arisaig was the fastest 
biker in eight minutes and 58 seconds. Bal-
lachulish’s Sam Daynes was second home 
in nine minutes and 19 seconds with Charlie 
Henshaw from Glencoe close on his heels in 
nine minutes and 30 seconds. 

Whilst the cyclists were battling it out, 
the runners set off from the same car park 
to the leisure centre, via the Cow Hill path. 
Freddy Fulford from Spean Bridge was 

but Inverlochy’s Evan Atkinson claimed 
second place just three seconds behind him. 

Third place went to Dan MacLean from 
Ballachulish with a time of 10 minutes and 
13 seconds.

Closely fought
Alison Martin of organisers, Active 

Schools, said: ‘All the events were closely 

within seconds of each other. In conjunction 
with the amazing weather this made for a 
fantastic morning’s racing and great view-
ing for spectating parents. 

‘Thanks go to the event organisers, the 
sponsors No Fuss and to Lochaber high 
school pupils who marshalled the race.’ 

served the club well and has seen 
many memorable matches. How-
ever, poor drainage and a lack 
of parking and changing rooms 
mean the facilities are below 
modern standards, something 
the club has been keen to rectify.

‘We have been overwhelmed 
by the support from the local 
community for this develop-
ment.’ 

Work started at the new pitch 
site on Monday and it is hoped 

it will be ready to carry some 
games towards the end of next 
season.

By that time the club also 
hope to have development of 
the second phase well under 
way, if not completed. This will 
include a sports pavilion with 
a multi-purpose coaching and 
training room, changing rooms, 
kitchen and spectator facilities. 

Highland councillor and 
president of Kinlochshiel Shinty 

Club, Biz Campbell, said: ‘The 
council supports sport and cul-
ture in the Highlands and a new 
shinty pitch will ensure that both 
these aspects of Highland life 
continue to thrive. We look for-
ward to this facility providing a 
venue for national competitions 
as well as being the home to a 
thriving club.’ 

SHINTY

Work starts on new pitch for Kinlochshiel

Pre-season 
training trip 
for Phoenix 
boxers

BOXING

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.22 1.0 06.15 4.0 12.23 0.8 18.21 4.1
Fri 00.52 1.0 06.42 3.9 12.53 0.9 18.47 4.0
Sat 01.19 1.0 07.07 3.9 13.22 0.9 19.14 3.9
Sun 01.43 1.1 07.36 3.8 13.53 1.1 19.44     3.8
Mon 02.12 1.2 08.11 3.6 14.31 1.2 20.20 3.6
Tues 02.50 1.4 08.52 3.4 15.19 1.4 21.02 3.3
Wed 03.44 1.9 09.47 3.2 16.25 1.6 22.02 3.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 14°C to 15ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate westerly 
 Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 25, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

17
15

13
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