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EVERY Argyll and Bute 
resident should be braced for 
drastic cash cuts as the council 

savings for the next three 
years.

That was the message from 
chief executive Sally Loudon, 
given during an exclusive 
interview with The Oban 
Times.

Straight talking Ms Loudon 
said: ‘I do not want the budget 
to come as a surprise to anyone.  
Taking into account the 

from the Scottish government 
and other cost pressures facing 
the council, the funding gap is 

‘There is simply no part 
of the budget which can 
remain un-scrutinised in 
these circumstances, and 
we are looking at every 
area of our services in a bid 
to identify the necessary 

She accepts that having to 
make 15 per cent savings 
across council services will 
undoubtedly have an impact on 

‘Unfortunately, given the scale 
of the cuts, this is inevitable. But 
we are working exceptionally 
hard to limit this impact, and 
are keeping staff informed of 

Sally Louden said: ‘A few 
months ago we asked all our 
employees for expressions 
of interest in voluntary 

redundancy, and we are 
currently collating the response 
to that request.

‘Decisions about who will 
be accepted for voluntary 
redundancy will be based on 
what is in the best interests of 
the council and the needs of 
their particular service. While 
we need to make savings, we 
also need to make sure that 
we have the right staff in place 
in the future to deliver our 

For more - See Page 13

Brace yourself for drastic cash cuts 
says council chief executive

Teenager jumps from Dunbeg blaze

Ferry routes 
under threat 
claims union
Government’s ferry review is 
‘privatisation by the back door’

Dunstaffnage firm sign research 
deal in fight against Alzheimer’s

Agreement
reached on 
Mull roads

A TEENAGE boy had to 
jump to safety after waking 
to discover his family home 

Shocked neighbours say 

to the early morning incident 
at Castle Road, Dunbeg 
there may have been four 
deaths in the household. 

Roof in flames 
Before emergency services 

could arrive, family and 
neighbours stood by 
helplessly as the roof of 
the house was engulfed in 

storage heater exploded, 
alerting the family to the 
potential disaster. 

The parents and one child 
managed to get out the house 
but the son of the family had 
become trapped.

Neighbours watched as 
the teenager came out of 
an upstairs window of the 
house, slid down the roof 
and eventually jumped 
the 12 feet to the garden, 
twisting his ankle in the 
process.

Tommy Keay, station 

commander at Oban Fire 
Station, said: ‘We were 
called to the house at 6.55am 
and our initial information 
was that people were still 
inside.

Search of the premises 
‘When we arrived, two 

apparatus entered the house 
to conduct a precautionary 
sweep of the premises. 

‘Thankfully all the 
members of the household 
were out of the property.

property and a subsequent 

and at risk of spreading to 
a neighbouring property. 
A three-metre square hole 
was cut into the roof of the 

‘We remained at the scene 

Another neighbour said 
that the family had gone to 
stay with relatives. At the 
time of going to press The 
Oban Times was unable to 
contact them.

Wreckage piled outside the fire damaged house at Dunbeg, from which a family had a lucky escape.

AGREEMENT was reached 
on vehicle weight restrictions 
on Mull this week after a 
partial order was granted for 
the roads.

Despite compromises, 
Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon told Argyll and Bute 

the consequences of 
accepting conditions meant 

on islanders.
Weight restrictions on 

contentious for many years 
after the government changed 
the way in which vehicle 
weights were assessed.

A 13-tonne weight 
restriction introduced on 
most of the rural roads on 
Mull has proved impossible 
to enforce and legislation 
guided authorities to enforce 
maximum gross weight 
restrictions on all roads.

The revised criteria met 

on Mull. After consultation, 

and the area committee met 
on Tuesday to consider the 
objections.

Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre said: ‘We think 
we have reached a reasonable 
balance between protecting 
these lightly constructed, 

damage and enabling 
residents and organisations 
on Mull to go about their 
daily business.

‘As part of what was agreed, 
we have included provision 
for roads managers to allow 
exemptions where they think 
that, if conditions are abided 
by, the risk of unacceptable 

Councillor Devon said: 
‘If these restrictions are 
enforced there will be 

A DUNSTAFFNAGE-
based company has signed 
a research deal with Dundee 

disease.
Natural organisms

Aquapharm, based in the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) 
building, is leading research 

to make drugs from natural 
marine organisms.

drugs that inhibit proteins in 
the brain that are associated 
with the condition.

the most common cause of 
dementia, affecting about 

Aquapharm will be 

working with Professor 
Daan van Aalten, professor 
of biological chemistry at 
Dundee University.

The company will provide 
access to extracts from its 
culture collection of marine 
micro-organisms and 
the university will assist 
Aquapharm in its screening 
work.

ISLANDERS should not 
be complacent about the 

review, claims a leading 
transport union leader. 

‘Services are perilously 
close to privatisation and 
with it comes a serious threat 

This was the stark message 
from Rail, Maritime and 

leader Bob Crow at a meeting 
in Oban on Tuesday. He told 
members of union Nautilus 
and RMT workers that the 
ferry review is ‘privatisation 

Mr Crow told The Oban 
Times, said: ‘We are not only 
wanting to protect jobs but 
we want to warn everyone 
who lives on a Scottish 
island that this ferry review 
seriously threatens your 
services.

‘Are people aware that the 
very lucrative ferry services, 

such as the one between 
Oban and Craignure, may be 
sold off as individual routes 
while leaving other less 
lucrative services to be sold 
off separately?

‘CalMac does a good job 
and it should be allowed 
to continue to provide the 
service. Even when there 
were problems earlier this 
year with the Clansman – 

Leader of the RMT union 
Bob Crow

they still delivered a reduced 
service to all islands. This 
will not happen if the service 
is privatised to someone who 

before the needs of the 

Paul Maloney of Nautilus 
added: ‘The services to 
the islands are in a very 
vulnerable position and 
people simply do not realise 
it.

‘The decision of the Ferries 
Review Committee should 
be the choice of the Scottish 
people. They must make 
their voice heard before 
September 30 or they may 

Phil McGarry, a former 
regional advisor for the 
RMT, said: ‘Ask your MPs, 
your MSPs what they think. 
Do not allow them to change 
their minds – this is a public 
service and it must stay that 

SCOTGOLD Resources, the 
mining company that aims to 
extract 20,000 ounces of gold a 
year from the hills of Cononish, 

in new capital.
The Australian company 

announced the rights issue on 
the Australian and London stock 
exchanges but added the shares 
will be non-renounceable and 
not underwritten.

The additional monies will 

be used for further exploration 
of gold in the Highlands and 
general working capital.

Planning problems 
The announcement comes 

after the company was refused 
planning permission by 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park to re-open and 
extend the Cononish goldmine, 
south of Tyndrum.

Chris Sangster, chief executive 
of Scotgold Resources, said: 

‘The new funds will be used 
for both exploration elsewhere 
and pursuing Cononish, either 

Asked if he was concerned 
that the company would invest 
further money in exploration 
projects and never achieve 
planning permission to extract 
gold Mr Sangster said: ‘Yes 

our current licence areas are 
outside the National Park and 

we would never enter into an 
exploration project if there were 
obvious and insurmountable 

Shares in Scotgold were 
yesterday at 2.88p. Asked if 
the fall in share price was a 

acquiring planning permission 
for the Cononish site Mr 
Sangster said: ‘Without a doubt 
- Cononish goldmine is our 

Cononish goldmine goes to stockmarket for new capital

MyIsland
Skye

Fort William win 
fourth consecutive 
Camanachd Cup Final
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

NÀRACHADH! Bha mi an dòchas nach fhaicte a leithid 
san Roinn Eòrpa an dèidh an Dàrna Cogaidh! Sin mar a 
thuirt Coimiseanair Ceartais na h-Eòrpa Viviane Reding 
is i a’ toirt latha dubh air Riaghaltas na Frainge airson mar 
a cho-dhuin iad na Ròmaich a chur a-mach thar chrìochan 
na Frainge. 

Tha cronachadh poblach den t-seòrsa seo air tè de 
phrìomh bhuill an Aonaidh Eòrpaich gu math annasach, 
ach bha na briathran aig Reding cho cruaidh is nach eil 
teagamh nach bi mòran aimhreit an cois na lot a rinn i 
leotha.  Ach cha robh roghainn aig a’  Choimiseanair. 
A-rèir coltais tha còmhraidhean air a bhith dol eadar an 
Fhraing agus a’ Bhruiseal fad sheachdainean a thaobh 
suidheachadh nan Ròmaich as an Fhraing, agus nuair a 

òrdugh campaichean Ròmach a bhriseadh is na daoine a 
chur a-mach as an Fhraing, dh’fheumadh an t-Aonadh 
bruidhinn a-mach. 

Mar a thuirt Reding tha bunaitean stèidheachaidh an 
Aonaidh Eòrpaich air am bonntachadh air còirichean an 
t-sluaigh, agus tha sin a’ ciallachadh nach eil àite ann dha 
leth-bhreith sam bith ri linn cinnidh. Chuir an Coimiseanair 
an cuimhne Riaghaltas na Frainge gun do chuir iadsan, 
mar Buill an Aonaidh gu lèir, ainm ri Cairt Chòirichean 
Bhunaitich na h-Eòrpa agus gum bheil leth-bhreith an 
aghaidh cinneadh sònraichte sam bith a’ briseadh an lagh 
sin. Bha dragh mòr air a’ Choimiseanair gum biodh ball 
den Aonadh a’ cur chòirichean cho bunaiteach ann an 
suarachas.

Aig an aon àm tha an Fhraing cuideachd an impis lagh 
aontachadh an aghaidh bhoireannach Mhuslamach a bhith 
a’ cleachdadh brat-gnùise, agus bidh seo air fhaicinn mar 
ionnsaigh air an còirichean creideimh. 

Ged a thuigeas duine sam bith cuid de na h-argamaidean 
a thèid a chur air adhart mar thaice dha na poileasaidhean 
seo cha bheag an t-astar eadar  iad is trioblaid mòr gràin-
cinnidh, mar a chunnacas aig àm an Dàrna Cogaidh. Gu 
mì-fhortanach cha d’ fhuair dùthaich sam bith cuidhteas 
trioblaid gràin-cinnidh, ach theagamh gur e tha ag 
adhbharachadh an dragh dha Coimiseanair Ceartais na 
h-Eòrpa gum bheil an riaghaltas aig Ball den Aonadh 
Eòrpach, agus dùthaich a dh’ fhuiling gu mòr san Dàrna 
Cogadh, a’ gabhail slighe a chuireadh leithid sin ann an 
lagh!

EUROPEAN JUSTICE COMMISSIONER Viviane 
Reding is right to condemn French Government policy on 
ethnic minorities which saw Roma camps being broken up 
and hundreds of people being deported from the country. 
It is not surprising that the Commissioner compared the 
situation to the horrors of World War 2!

Although only directed at the Roma to date, in breach 
of the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, this is a 
step along a very dangerous road towards state sponsored 
racial discrimination. Coupled with the proposals to ban 
the wearing of the Islamic veil in public, the French 
Government faces charges of trampling common values 
which seek to prevent discrimination on grounds of 
ethnicity, and which were the founding principles of the 
European Union.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

PARENTS on Tiree say 
they feel reassured on the 
future of the island’s school 
following a meeting with 

The council have told 
parent representaives they 
will take steps to hire a 
private tutor after no teacher 
could be found to teach 
chemistry at the island 
secondary school.

Protests
There had been some 

concern earlier this year 
that Tiree High School 
may have been earmarked 
for closure and while this 
was denied by Argyll and 
Bute Council, a reduction 

in teaching hours – the 
equivalent of 2.2 teaching 

prompting protests from the 
parent council.

The result is that French 
is no longer available to 
study at the school, with 
the subject instead being 
provided via Glow, an 
online virtual teacher.

However, concerns 
about the school’s future 
resurfaced when pupils 
returned from their summer 

longer a chemistry teacher 
in place, over and above the 
2.2 posts lost. The previous 
teacher had left at the end 

of the 2009/10 term and 
a replacement has not yet 
been appointed.

Temporary solution 
As a result, pupils are 

attending their chemistry 
lessons at the school 
laboratory with nobody 
there to teach them.

The parent council 
arranged a meeting with 
representatives from 
the council’s education 
department last week 
and they say a temporary 
solution to the problem has 
been found.

The body’s chair, Kate 
MacCallum, said: ‘We have 
reached a solution with the 

council and the school is 
going to hire a private tutor 
because there’s nobody 
available on the supply list.

‘This is a temporary 
solution. They will continue 
to pursue a permanent 
appointment.’

It is currently unknown 
exactly how the tutoring will 
be provided and when it will 
start, but Ms MacCallum 
suggests it could come in 
the form of a ‘chemistry 
club.’ 

The long term future of the 
school was also discussed 
and Ms MacCallum said 
the feeling among parents is 
that it was broadly a positive 

discussion.
She said: ‘We raised the 

point that educating our 
children elsewhere would 
be more costly, as they 
would need to provide 
accommodation and that 
would give the council a 
serious problem.

‘Our school is also 
very much a part of the 
community. If there’s 
no school there’s no 
community.

‘What we need the council 
to do is to work with us to 
go forward and develop a 
new model for teaching in 
a rural school, and we could 
be a pilot for that.’

Council aim to hire private tutor after Tiree 
school fails to attract chemistry teacher
Meeting with council reassures parents of school’s future

THIEVES are targeting Island Castaways Charity Shop in 
Craignure stealing items of value from outside the premises 
when the shop is closed. 

James Hilder of Mull and Iona Community Trust said: 
‘Please do not leave valuable donations outside the shop 
but drop off between 10.30am and 4.00pm to be sure of 
handing it in. Alternatively larger items can be collected by 
the MESS van - call us to collect on 01680 812526.’

Meanwhile CCTC cameras will be being installed inside 
and outside the shop and the police have been informed. 

Mull charity outlet is 
targetted by thieves

CREW members from Oban 
Lifeboat have attended the 
Christening of a Mull baby, 
who was born on board the 
vessel.

Little Van Harris Wilson 
made his entry to the world 
aboard the lifeboat On 
August 3 at 5.12am as it 
entered Oban Bay from 
the Isle of Mull, where his 
parents, Stuart and Junelle, 
live.

Deputy coxswain on the 
day of Van’s arrival, David 
Isaac, and the crew-member 
who assisted at the birth, 

Donald ‘DM’ Matheson, 
were both invited to the 
recent Christening ceremony 
in Craignure Church on the 
island.

To show their gratitude for 
the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution’s (RNLI) 
assistance, Mrs Wilson ran 
a half-marathon last month 
donating her sponsorship 
money to Oban Lifeboat 
funds.

When gift-aid tax 
allowances were taken into 
consideration, almost £700 
was received by the RNLI.

Meanwhile, the lifeboat 
crew were busy on Sunday, 
September 12 when they 
were called to the assistance 
of a yacht aground at the 
mouth of Loch Melfort with 
four people aboard.

The yacht, Bon Jovi of 
Clyde, had left Craobh 
Haven for Cuan Sound when 
she stuck fast on a group of 
rocks known as Eich Donna. 
When the lifeboat reached 
the scene, all four crew of 
the yacht had been taken off 
by a local craft and taken 
back to Craobh Haven.

Oban Lifeboat crew member Donald ‘DM’ Matheson hold Van Harris Wilson, who 
was born aboard the lifeboat. Picture courtesy of Moira Kerr.

Oban lifeboat crew meet up 
again with ‘their’ Mull baby

available via new website
from Tiree and Islay are 
now able to take advantage 

on Loganair’s revamped 
website.

Monitoring systems 
The Flybe franchise has 

invested in new technology 
to link its operational 
monitoring systems to 
its website, allowing 
passengers, their friends and 
family to keep up-to-date 
with accurate and up to the 

Jonathan Hinkles, 

Loganair’s commercial 
director, said: ‘We’re 
delighted to unveil our 
revamped website, which 
now offers visitors access 
to much more accurate and 

‘Our information system 
also includes details for 

Loganair operates to carry 
newspapers and mail 
throughout the Highlands 
and Islands, helping 
communities to stay 
informed of the whereabouts 
of the day’s deliveries.’

Loch Creran reopens as 
algal toxin levels reduce
CHANGES in the levels of natural algal toxins has seen 

Loch Tarbert has had to be closed off.

to increased levels of the toxins, with West Loch Tarbert 

Strand at Colonsay and Islay’s Loch Gruinart.

affected areas may pose a risk to human health and notices 
have been posted at various locations on those affected 
shorelines to warn the public.

been contacted by the council, with harvesting postponed 
until algae levels subside.

A spokesperson for Argyll and Bute Council said: ‘The 
council continues to monitor the situation at all locations, 
and the warning notices will be removed when the levels 

‘For further information, please contact the council’s 
environmental health team on 01631 567920.’ 

AWARD winning Gaelic 
Choir, Atòmaig Piseag is to 
perform at Paisley Abbey 
as they gear up for next 
month’s Royal National 
Mòd in Caithness.

Conducted by Mòd 
Gold Medallist Raymond 
Bremner from Caithness, 
the choir will be appearing 
at Paisley Abbey on 
Saturday September 25 in 
a concert which will also 
feature acclaimed journalist, 
broadcaster, TV producer 
and National Mòd Gold 
Medallist Dr Anne Lorne 
Gillies.

Atòmaig Piseag was 
formed in 2003 and features 
singers from all over Argyll, 
as far as Campbeltown, 
Lorn and the Isle of Mull. 

Success 
The choir has had regular 

success at the Royal National 
Mòd and Provincial Mòds 
throughout Scotland as well 
as international success at 
the International Pan Celtic 
Festival in Ireland.

Choir conductor Raymond 
Bremner said: ‘We would 
like to thank everyone 
at Paisley Abbey and 
Renfrewshire Council for 

their assistance in planning 
this event.  The choir are 
delighted be singing in such 
a prestigious venue and in 
the company of Anne Lorne 
Gillies.’

Mòd 2010 will take place 
in Caithness and will begin 

ceremony on Friday October 
8 in the Assembly Rooms, 
Wick at 7.30pm.

Tickets and further 
information for the Paisley 
Abbey concert with Atòmaig 
Piseag are available from 
Paisley Abbey on 0141 889 
7654.

Piseag to sing at Paisley Abbey
Atòmaig Piseag will sing at Paisley Abbey in concert with Anne Lorne Gillies

Chinook crash review 
to take fresh evidence
THE MAN heading the re-
examination of the RAF 
Chinook helicopter crash on 
the Mull of Kintyre in June 
1994 has been named and he 
wants to hear fresh evidence 
from people or groups with 
knowledge of the issues 
involved.

Lord Philip, a retired 
Scottish judge, will head 
the independent review into 
the crash that killed all 29 
people on board, including 
many from the military and 

from Northern Ireland to 
Fort Augustus.

Dr Liam Fox, Defence 

week that Lord Philip, who 
retired in 2007 as a Lord 
of Session and a Privy 
Counsellor will head the 
review. A panel of three 
other Privy Counsellors 
will assist him: Malcolm 
Bruce MP, Lord Forsyth 
of Drumlean and Baroness 
Liddell of Coatdyke.

The pilots, Flt Lt Jonathan 
Tapper, 30, from Norfolk, 
and Flt Lt Richard Cook, 28, 
from Hampshire, were found 
guilty of gross negligence; 
the RAF said they were for 

thick fog but since then their 
families have fought to clear 
their names. 

Former 
Oban cinema 
could become 
nightclub
A FILM enthusiast who 
wants to purchase Oban’s 
former cinema is unable to 
discover who to make an 
offer to.

However, The Oban Times 
has been informed that the 
cinema may have already 
been purchased and will 
be transformed into part-
cinema and part-nightclub. 

It is also understood that 
plans for the building may 
be revealed within the next 
10 days.

The cinema closed its 
doors in July this year after 
months of poor trading. 
Notices on the door of the 
cinema simply say ‘closed 
until further notice’. 

Professor Alistair Stewart 
of Connel wants to purchase 
the George Street cinema 
and has ambitious plans to 
keep it as an entertainment 
centre.

He said: ‘The cinema has 
been closed for a few months 
now and I have expressed 
an interest in buying the 
business as a going concern 
but there have been no 
developments.

‘There does not seem 

to be a For Sale sign or a 
receivership notice. It begs 
the question, what is the 
real deal? Why no for sale 
signs, no receiver notice?
What does closed till further 
notice actually mean?

‘It is the waste of a good 
resource. I want to keep the 

‘I have some completely 
new ideas to make it work
and really provide a 21st 
century entertainment centre 
creating 11 new jobs.

‘There are also some simple 
great things that could be 
done such as appealing new 
ideas for teenagers, working 
mums, our normally 
home-bound senior 
citizens, and free transport.
 ‘I am very frustrated that 
I am unable to get in touch 
with the owner. In the long 
run they may loose a unique 

from a new, low cost well 
run entertainment centre 
encompassing traditional 
and new age ideas.’

At the time of going to 
press The Oban Times
was unable to contact the 
cinema’s former owner.

VISITOR numbers to 
Bowmore Distillery on the 
island of Islay increased by 
an impressive 29 per cent 
during the 2010 season 
compared with the same 
period last year.

It is thought the increase 

in domestic British visitors 
to the island over June and 

July this year.
Distillery owners,  Morrison 

Bowmore has recently 
invested approximately £1 
million in the Bowmore 
Distillery Visitor Centre, 
which welcomes around 
10,000 visitors each year 

quality accreditation from 
VisitScotland. 

Bowmore distillery visitor numbers rise

RNLI station in Scotland this summer having attended 22 
incidents – three more than last summer.

also show that Oban attended 15 ‘shouts’ in July alone.
While Queensferry and Kinghorn recorded more call-outs 

– 36 and 30, respectively – these stations only have B-Class 
RIBS for inshore rescue. Oban Lifeboat coxswain Ronnie 
MacKillop said: ‘The number of call-outs in July was 
incredible. A busy month like that is hard on the volunteer 
crew members who are already giving a big commitment.

‘I am very thankful to all the Oban volunteers for their 
efforts during the summer.’ 

Campbeltown Lifeboat Station also noted an increase in 
the number of call-outs, from seven to 13. 

Oban lifeboat busiest all-weather station
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MEMBERS of Oban Bay 
Marine (OBM) are holding 
a public meeting to discuss 
a decision by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s CHORD 
programme not to part-fund 
a proposed yacht facility in 
Oban Bay.

Board members of OBM 
are holding the general 
meeting, at 7.30pm on Mon-
day September 27 in the 
Skipinnish Cèilidh House, 
George Street Oban.

The meeting, which will 
be open to the public, will 
be chaired by Jamie Mc-
Grigor MSP. 

It is understood that all 
four members of the project 
board have been invited to 
attend.

Oban Bay Marine 
holds public 
meeting

‘White building’ to 
go on the market
THE WHITE Building on 
Oban’s North Pier is to go 
up for sale.

The premises are currently 
used as a community shop 
run by MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust. 

Argyll and Bute Council 

market the building – which 
includes two shop fronts and 
storerooms. It also said its 
intention was to place For 
Sale adverts on the building 
which will include a market 
price.

Graham MacQueen, 
chairman of the charitable 
trust said: ‘We have had a 
very successful time over 
the past year in the shop 
raising £100,000 for the 
community. All being well 
we hope to continue with 
the charity shop while the 
council tests the market with 
the property.

‘People should continue to 
generously give donations 
of furniture and bric-a-brac 
as they have been doing. 
We have been operating 
the charity work for more 
than 10 years and for the 
time being we will continue 
to do so.’ 

OPENING a pub in rural 
schools may be one way 
to secure their future, 
according to an expert in 
local authority assets.

Imaginative ideas  
In an exclusive interview 

with The Oban Times, 
Richard Kerley from Queen 
Margaret’s University, raised 
concerns about the number 
of Argyll and Bute school 
buildings working below 
capacity, but says school 
closure is not necessarily 

the answer and Education 
Minister Mike Russell MSP  
seems to agree.

Professor Kerley said: 
‘There are 28 schools in 
Argyll and Bute working 
at less than 40 per cent 
capacity. If the local 
authority is not considering 
closures then they will 
be the only authority in 
Scotland not to be doing so.

‘The spare capacity in 
this authority is higher 
than any other comparable 

area. But instead of saying 
a school has not worked 
because it’s not full there 
are other creative and 
imaginative ideas that must 
be considered.’ He said this 
was especially important 
in the rural areas of Argyll 
where people had chosen 
to live and bring up their 
children.

‘Instead of leaving rural 
towns and villages in a 
ghost-like form ideas such 
as opening an evening pub 

in the school, a restaurant at 

police telephone or council 
drop-in centre should be 
considered.

‘There needs to be a far 
more imaginative view 
than simply closing a 
school because it has spare 
capacity. A spare classroom 
could be the lifeblood of a 
community.’

Mr Russell said: ‘Parents 

and they need to know if 

there are going to be school 
closures. While it is not 
my decision whether to 
put a school forward for 
closure in Argyll and Bute 
I would be encouraging 
the authority to look at all 
possibilities before making 
such a decision.

All possibilities 
‘We are going to have to 

do something differently. 
I am aware of Mr Kerley’s 
suggestions and I think 
that all possibilities should 

be considered by local 
authorities.’

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 

about school closures will 
come down to Mr Russell. 
He has the power to keep 
any school open and I 
would encourage him and 
Argyll and Bute Council 
to look at all possibilities 
before considering closing 
a school.’

Sally Loudon chief 
executive of Argyll and Bute 

Council said: ‘The council 
is actively seeking shared 
services opportunities with 
partners in a number of 
service areas.

sharing school buildings, 
any venture would be 
subject to full and careful 
assessment on a case-by-
case basis. 

‘Pupil safety along with 
school security will always 
be of paramount importance 
to the council.’

Pubs in rural school buildings could secure their future claims professor
‘I would be encouraging the authority to look at all possibilities’ - education minister Mike Russell MSP 

DANCERS from Taynuilt’s 
Ballet West will be showcasing 
their own version of Cats at an 
international competition at 
Disneyland Paris next month.

The ballet school is taking 
outreach students from Oban 
and Fort William to the resort 
to take part in the EFDPA 

competition and the team from 
Oban has drawn on inspiration 
from the famous musical for its 
routine.

The dance competition is 
being held between October 
7 - 10 and will feature teams 
from as far as America, Israel 
and Turkey.

The students will also be 
taking part in workshops 
led by music producer and 
choreographer Ian Mills.

Ian has worked with top 
name popstars such as Kylie 
Minogue, Rachel Stevens, 
Ash, Annie Lennox and 
Boyzone.

Some of the feisty felines from Ballet West who will be performing at the EFDPA 
competition in Disneyland Paris. 07_t39ballet02

Ballet West takes Cats to 
compete at Disneyland Paris

light up the sky on November 5 

company.
Scottish Sea Farms has pledged 

the full £4,000 shortfall to make 
sure of a spectacular display 

discussions with chairman of 

Oban Fireworks Committee, 
Roddy MacCuish, the company 
decided to make the 2010 display 
a reality. 

The salmon farming company 
is among the largest employers 
in North Argyll and managing 
director Jim Gallagher said: 
‘The annual display has become 

attended by many of our staff and 
families. We are very mindful of 
the community’s need for a well-
organised and authorised event 
at that time of year. The display 
represents a spectacular family-
orientated evening and has been 
encouraged by Oban Police and 

Scottish Sea Farms is proud to 
support the community council 
in staging the event.’

The Fireworks Committee has 
been searching for funding since 
May of this year when pledges 
previously offered failed to 
materialise.

Stephen Woods, farm manager 
for Scottish Sea Farms site at 
Kerrera, was pleased that senior 
management had responded. 

He said: ‘This support makes a 
difference to the people in Oban 
and shows the local value of our 
farms – it is a way of putting 
something back into Argyll.’

AFTER 10 years of battling, Soroba Community 

to proceed to planning after the Scottish 
Government approved a compulsory purchase 
order.

The plan to build a multi-purpose centre behind 

planners received complaints from a number of 
residents about the location of the building.

could get the go-ahead, unless anyone wished to 
take the matter up with the ombudsman.

A delighted Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ MacIntosh 
said: ‘This is great news. Despite this costing 
Soroba 10 years in time and a fortune in money, we 

to the hard work of the community. I am delighted 
the community can now get a go-ahead.’

Soroba gets go-ahead on 
compulsory purchase

Bridge
crash
halts train
Road remains closed for 

emergency bridge repairs

Police step up patrols after 
spate of North Lorn thefts

Tobermory crash

Councillors call 
public meeting  
on rejected
pontoon bid 

OBAN Police are increasing patrols 
in the North Lorn area following 
further thefts of equipment from 
yards and gardens this week.

Targeted patrols 
Overnight thefts of outboard 

motors and light plant equipment 
have been a regular occurrence 
in the area over the past fortnight 
and have prompted the police 
to increase efforts to catch the 
culprits.

Oban Police Inspector Julie 
McLeish said: ‘We are doing 
everything we can to address 
this matter and are working 
with our colleagues in Northern 

Constabulary, who have also 
suffered losses.

‘We have arranged for targeted 
patrols in the area and CID 
are pursuing various lines of 
inquiry, our divisional analysts 
are reviewing crime patterns and 

in with transport networks, both 
road and sea, to detect persons 
responsible.’

In the meantime, the police have 
urged people in Oban, Appin, 
Benderloch and Ardchattan, in 
particular, to consider their security 
and are offering to carry out crime 
prevention surveys on properties.

FACTS surrounding 
a decision to refuse 
an application for 
£900,000 of part-
funding for a walk-on 
transit marina in Oban 
Bay are to be explored 
at a public meeting 
at the town’s Corran 
Halls this Friday at 
7pm.

CHORD Project 
board members, 
councillors Duncan 
MacIntyre, Roddie 
McCuish, Donald 
‘Skye’ MacIntosh and 
Donald MacDonald 
will reveal at the 
meeting the reasons 
behind their decision.

Despite members of 
various organisations 
around the town 
complaining to The 
Oban Times that 
they have not been 
informed of the 
meeting, Councillor 
McCuish reiterated 
that everyone was 
welcome at the public 
meeting.

He said: ‘We are 
having the meeting 
to be open and 
transparent about the 
decision regarding the 
short stay pontoons in 
Oban.

‘Anyone who would 
like to know the 
facts surrounding the 
decision is welcome to 
attend.’

Meanwhile Mike 
Robertson, the 
secretary of Oban Bay 
Marine (OBM), gave a 

clear indication that the 
lack of council funding 
may not mean the end 
for the project. He 
said: ‘What happens 
now for the future of 
Oban in light of the 
council’s decisions 
will be the subject of 
debate on Friday, while 
the future of the OBM 
project itself will be 
discussed at a meeting 
on Monday, September 
27 at 7.30pm in 
Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House, to which all are 
welcome.

‘The pontoon 
proposal was greeted 
enthusiastically at 
a public meeting in 
January 2008.  Local 
business people 
contributed generously, 
and by November 2008 
planning and other 
necessary consents 
had been obtained for 
50 berths on pontoons, 
inside a breakwater, 
between the piers.

‘For almost two years 
now the project has 
been on hold pending 
the outcome of the 
council’s deliberations 
over the grant of 
£900,000 offered to 
Oban Bay Marine.

‘Our facility would 
allow visitors to step 
ashore into the heart of 
Oban to enjoy all that 
Oban has to offer. It 
would form part of a 
chain of such facilities 
right up the west 
coast.’ 

THE LUNCHTIME Oban to 
Glasgow train was delayed 
just minutes into its journey on 
Monday after a large vehicle 
struck the railway bridge near 
Glenshellach Road, Oban

Police believe the damage to 
the bridge, which could have 
posed a risk to the passing train 
below, may have been caused by 
an agricultural vehicle.

The police closed the road over 
the bridge and prevented the 
train from passing underneath 
as a precautionary measure until 
Network Rail engineers arrived.

PC Jeremy Moore, who attended 

the incident, praised the engineers 
for their quick response.

He said: ‘Network Rail had staff 
in Oban at the time and they were 
on site within minutes. 

‘They assessed the bridge very 
quickly and put safety measures 
in place, so the train was held 
up for the minimum amount of 
time.’

PC Moore said he was following 
a positive line of enquiry with 
regard to the vehicle that struck 
the bridge.

As The Oban Times went to 
press the bridge was still closed 
to road users.

The road remains closed to allow emergency bridge repairs

THE DRIVER of a vehicle 
that crashed into a wall in 
Tobermory, Mull has been 
traced by police.

of a crashed car in the early 
hours of Thursday morning 

open and insecure. The car 
was removed and the driver 

Enquiries are ongoing with 
a view to making a report to 

THE GOVERNORS of 
the Catherine McCaig 
Trust have awarded 
four bursaries to High-
land students of Gaelic 
at Scottish Universities.

The annual meeting 
of the Trust, held in 
Oban, gave bursaries to 
Georgina Durie of To-
bermory High School; 
Catriona L Gibb of 
Portree; Sarah MaRae 
from Kyle of Lochalsh 
and Eilidh Ramsay of 
Strathpeffer.

Catherine McCaig 
Trust awards 
three bursaries

Representatives from Transport Scotland and their design consultants,

Scott Wilson, will be available to discuss the proposals.

Free bags of woodshavings. 

Come 

and 

collect
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ORGANISERS of this year’s 
inaugural Oban Sea Kayak Race 
have donated the proceeds from 
the event to Oban Lifeboat.

Gus Brydon and Mark Carter 
raised £1,200 from the event, 
which attracted more than 50 
kayakers from around the UK on 
September 4.

The 20-kilometre race took 
competitors from Oban Bay on a 
circumnavigation of Kerrera and 
back to Oban.

Contributed
Gus said: ‘We would like to 

thank all the businesses around 
the bay and town that generously 
contributed to this unique kayaking 
event.

‘Apart from the sponsors’ 
contributions, we could not 

have succeeded without the 
help of the following: The Oban 
Lifeboat, Oban Coastguard, 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre, Coastal 
Connections, Mathesons of Oban 
and Marine Concern, who gave 
safety and support cover on the 
sea during the circumnavigation of 
Kerrera.

‘A special thanks goes to 
web designers Pete and Elaine 
Venters.’

The organisers also thanked the 
volunteers helped to marshal the 
event and pipers from Oban High 
School, who played Highland 
Cathedral at the start line. 

Gus added: ‘We look forward 
to September 2011, in what we 
anticipate will be an even bigger 
and more successful event.’

Gus Brydon presents the cheque to the Oban Lifeboat crew. 

Kayakers boost lifeboat funds

A DOCTOR with a brain 
tumour, who sailed into Oban 
as part of a circumnavigation 
of Britain to raise awareness of 
the condition, has raised nearly 
£13,000 in donations.

Josie Phillips, who arrived 

at Fox’s Marina in Ipswich on 
September 1 to complete her 
challenge, will donate £11,000 
to Brain Tumour Research and 
£2,000 to the Big C Centre in 
Norwich.

The 27 year old said: ‘I am 

very proud of what we have 
managed to achieve. About 
18 months or so ago I had a 
prognosis of between 12 and 
15 months.

‘Completing the challenge has 
brought me some wonderful 

memories and feelings of real 
achievement.’  

In Oban Josie met fellow 
brain tumour survivor Mike 
Windham Wright of Rhugarbh, 
Barcaldine who was inspired 
by Josie’s challenge.

Oban helps doctor with brain tumour raise £13,000 in sailing challenge

AN OBAN solicitor who 
was inspired by Bob Geldof 
is at the forefront of a 
national initiative that will 
help a local charity to feed 
hungry children around the 
world.

Will Relief Scotland is the 
brainchild of retired solicitor 
Graeme Pagan MBE. 

The campaign involves 

solicitors from across 
Scotland, including six 
Argyll companies, who 
will waive their fees for 
the month of September in 
return for clients making a 
donation to the Will Relief 
charities, one of which is 
Mary’s Meals, based in 
Dalmally. Mr Pagan was 
so affected by the Live Aid 

concerts of 1985 that he set 
up his own project to enable 
solicitors to contribute 
towards its aims - of making 
hunger and poverty history. 
In 1988 he established Will 
Aid, and more recently set 
up Will Relief, the campaign 
based in Scotland, which 
has run since 2006. The 

Will Relief are all Scottish 
charities specialising in 
development and the relief 
of poverty overseas. ‘All 
these charities have high 
principles and pay a lot 
of attention to making the 
most of their money,’ said 
Mr Pagan. ‘If you haven’t 
made a Will yet, there is 
no better time than this 

September, when your 
decisions can help the poor 
and hungry as well as your 

Mr Pagan. ‘People are 
unaware of the horrors that 
happen if you don’t make 
a will - at a time of great 
grief and uncertainty, the 
lack of one can make things 
very much worse for wives, 

husbands and children left 
behind.’ 

local solicitors participating 
in Will Relief through the 
‘Solicitor Search’ on the 
Will Relief website www.
willreliefscotland.co.uk.

For more information 
contact Graeme Pagan 
01631 563737.

Solicitors waive fees for Will Relief Scotland in September

AN 18-month-old Argyll 

after coming through no 
fewer than eight separate 
operations to save his life.

Taynuilt, was diagnosed 
before birth with a 
congenital heart defect and 
doctors warned parents 
Charlotte and Brian that 
tough times were ahead.

Heart defect 
They couldn’t have 

imagined how tough it would 
be though as complications 
caused by the heart defect 
and measures to repair it 
constantly threatened the 
bubbly youngster’s life.

But thanks to the 
considerable efforts of 
the medical team at Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children 
at Yorkhill, it looks like 

the last of the surgery is 
behind him and he can look 
forward to a happy, active 
childhood.

Charlotte said: ‘He was 

was diagnosed before he 
was born. The doctors were 
also 90-95 per cent sure 
he would have Down’s 
Syndrome, but thankfully 
he doesn’t. 

‘He’s now had eight 
operations and thankfully it 
looks like that could be the 
last of them for now.’

Brian, who works for CP 
Architects, said his son’s 
battling qualities were 
evident early on.

He said: ‘We had actually 
been trying for a baby for 
four years. We had a lot 
of problems and Charlotte 
suffered miscarriages.’

Problems caused by 
Joshua’s heart defect 
were evident visually just 
moments after he was born 
when doctors noticed he 
had a blue tint to his skin. 

Cardiac arrest 
The cause was not enough 

oxygenated blood getting 
to his lungs because of a 
blockage, and the symptoms 
became so bad that he would 

operation, to divert more 
blood to his lungs, caused its 
own problems, causing him 

to suffer a cardiac arrest.
One of his lungs 

subsequently collapsed, 
while the lack of blood 
circulating his system caused 
his bowel to perforate and an 
e-coli infection to spread.

Surgery to repair the 
bowel caused it to heal over 
entirely, and the youngster 
later required another op to 
return it to a normal state.

He has also needed a 
feeding tube and multiple 
blood transfusions, meaning 
that for a period the risk of 
infection was dramatically 
increased.

Both Brian and Charlotte 
are incredibly grateful for 
the efforts of the Yorkhill 
staff and those family, 
friends and colleagues that 
rallied round to offer help 
and support.

Brian said: ‘We have had a 
huge amount of support, it’s 
been overwhelming. 

‘My employers have also 
been really understanding, 
giving me time off at the drop 
of a hat, which is brilliant 
for a local company.’

Charity run
Charlotte and three of 

her six sisters, Margie 
MacSween, Dolina 
MacDonald and Catriona 
MacPherson, recently took 
part in the Great Scottish 
Run to raise money for 
Yorkhill and despite aiming 
to raise £500, the quartet 
have so far gathered nearly 
£2,500.

If you would like to add to 
the funds already raised, log 
on to the couple’s Just Giving 
page at www.justgiving.

Charlotte Reffi  n, second from left, and three of her six sisters, Margie MacSween, Catriona MacPherson and Dolina MacDonald, took part 
in the Great Scottish Run to raise money for the Royal Hospital for Sick Children at Yorkhill, where Charlotte’s son, Joshua, was treated.

Joshua faces tough times with a smile
EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by 
STEVEN FLANAGAN

A SELF-CATERING 
business in Kilmelford, 
Argyll claims the Scottish 
Government is giving money 
away to holidaymakers while 
children are being forced to 
walk to school.

John Christlieb, of Melfort 
Pier has written to John 
Swinney, cabinet secretary 

growth, to stress his anger 
over a loophole in legislation 
that allows timeshare 

millions of pounds worth of 
tax rebates.

Distorted trading 
Mr Christlieb said: ‘It 

seems that I have failed 
in persuading the Scottish 
Government that the Small 
Business Bonus Scheme 
(SBBS), as applied to 
timeshare operations in 
Scotland, has grossly 
distorted the trading 
conditions for self catering 
businesses such as ours, to 
our great disadvantage, and 

economy.’
John Christlieb added: ‘At 

a time when senior citizens’ 
homes are being closed, and 
children’s school buses being 
cancelled, you give huge 
sums of money to holiday 
makers, who have already 
bought into their time share, 
and are unlikely to further 
contribute to the economy.’

Under the rules of SBBS, 
timeshares are treated as 
individual businesses, 
therefore they are entitled to 
100 per cent relief on taxes. 

A Scottish Government 
spokesman said: ‘The Small 
Business Bonus Scheme 
has removed business rates 
from  three out of 10 business 
properties in Scotland.

‘Whether an
individual business is eligible 
is a matter for the local 
authority to determine.’

Kilmelford
businessman
highlights
timeshare
tax loophole

Beefeater, Moira Cameron, 
from Lochgilphead, has 
joined an all-woman team 
to march across the central 
Pyrenees into Northern Spain 
in a bid to raise money for 
The Royal British Legion

Moira, who became the 

Tower of London in 2007, 
is joining, among others,  
former Olympic gymnast 
Suzanne Dando.

The women began their 
four-day trek at the end of 
last week from Saint-Girons. 
Their planned route will take 
them along the Le Chemin 
de la Liberte – a route used 

and ‘super spy’ Nancy Wake 
in 1943 when she slipped 
through the clutches of the 
Gestapo on her way to safety 
in Spain.

Speaking ahead of her trip, 
Moira, said: ‘I’m excited 
about it and hope we can 
reach our £100,000 target.’

The 50-mile (80 kilometre) 
trek will take the team up 
to 2,600 metres (8,580 feet) 
twice in a single day and 

Moira Cameron, from 
Lochgilphead, has joined 
an all-woman team who 
are trekking across the 
Pyrenees to raise money 
for The Royal British 
Legion.

Along the way they will 
use some of the original 
shepherd’s huts used by 
escapees during the war 
and will pass the wreckage 
of a Halifax bomber, which 
has been preserved as a war 
grave.

Lochgilphead Beefeater 
to walk Pyrenees for 
Royal British Legion

A FUNDRAISER for the World War I memorial in 
Salen was boosted thanks to a mysterious stranger.

Betsy Ingram told Mull Lines; ‘A stranger appeared on 
my doorstep clutching a Wooly Piper in August.

‘She, Mary Hopkins, is an Oban Times reader from 
the Midlands. She had read an article asking for dona-
tions for the war memorial. She passed the paper onto a 
work colleague, whose mother, aged 80, thought it such 
a good cause that she knitted this piper and dispatched it 
to Mrs Hopkins who brought it to Mull.

‘The WWI Memorial fund had reached its target, the 
job was completed and paid. It was suggested that an-

‘In expectation that Oban Times readers are loyal, 
perhaps the fate of the Wooly Piper will reach the knitter 
with many thanks for the £302 raised for the charity.

IONA has its own resident priest after islander 
Joyce Watson was ordained at a special service 
in Bishop’s House. Pictured is the Rev Joyce 
Watson with the Right Revd Mark Strange, Bishop 
of Moray, Ross and Caithness who offi  ciated 
at the service of ordination held on the island.                         
Photo courtesy Round and About 

MULL Eagle Diary: This week saw the launch of this 
year’s two satellite tagged white-tailed eagle chicks 

of a study into immature sea eagle dispersal funded by 
Scottish Natural Heritage and with the help of Forestry 
Commission Scotland, the Mull Eagle Watch partnership 
and the Highland Foundation for Wildlife. 

lightweight 70gm satellite tags, which give detailed GPS 
readings of where they are and where they’ve been. This 
year there are two new chicks involved; a male called 
Midge and a female called Shelly. Both are already 
beginning their life journeys. Midge is currently the more 

Lismore; Shelly meanwhile is still Mull-based but will 

Sadly the two chicks from 2009, Oran and Venus, are 
now unaccounted for but the two from 2008, Mara and 
Breagha, are still active and regularly sending in new 
data. The data from the study will be analysed by Natural 
Research Ltd and the results published in due course. 
Meanwhile at Loch Frisa, resident adults Frisa and Skye 
have been enduring the wet and windy weather with their 
usual fortitude. This Sunday September 26 at 1pm, the 
Loch Frisa Eagle Hide will host a ‘Fledge Party’ to say 
thank you to anyone locally or visiting involved with 
Mull Eagle Watch or anyone who has an interest in the 
project.

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support of associated 

partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks may vary. Text costs vary 

depending on your mobile operator.

0845 609 6611
www.bgateway.com 
or visit your local offi ce

Is now the
right time
to start my
business?

Running your own business is rewarding and exciting. However all start-ups need a little help, particularly in tough

economic times. Business Gateway offer expert advice and online tools to help you gain the knowledge, skills and support

you need to get you started. Our free local workshops can give you practical information and the chance to talk to other

people in the very same position. All of which helps prepare you for the reality of running your own company.

A variety of local workshops will be running across the region on the following dates:

Awareness raising seminars, 3-5pm: 4 October, Oban; 7 October, Lochgilphead; 14 October, Dunoon; 25 October,

Campbeltown

Practical Basic Book-keeping workshops, 10am-3pm: 14 October, Dunoon; 21 October, Oban; 26 October, Campbeltown; 2

November, Inveraray

2 day Business Start-up workshops, 9.30am-4.30pm: 19 & 20 October, Lochgilphead; 27 and 28 October, Oban; 16 & 17

November, Campbeltown; 23 & 24 November, Dunoon

To book a place on any of the above workshops please phone the local office on 01546 605459 or e-mail

business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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0800 081 8989
Quoteline hours: 

Mon to Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-4pm 

adrianflux.co.uk

Megan & Grant.  Adrian Flux Sales Team.

Tha Stòras Rannsachaidh Shoillse airson taic a thoirt do phròiseactan beaga 
a bhios a’ rannsachadh chuspairean ceangailte le ath-nuadhachadh na Gàidhlig.

Thathar an-dràsta a’ sireadh thagraidhean airson phròiseactan beaga 
rannsachaidh bho oilthighean/colaistean, buidhnean coimhearsnachd, sgoiltean 
no luchd-rannsachaidh a tha obair fa leth.

Gheibhear taic airgid suas gu £5,000 (feumar 40% de theachd a-steach eile a 
chur ris a’ phròiseact bho sporran eile).

Iarrtasan ro: 29/10/2010

Pròiseactan ri bhith crìochnaichte ro: 30/06/2011

Airson fi os:
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk/Rannsachadh/soilse_gd.html

Fòn: 01471 888559 Post-d: fi os@soillse.ac.uk

STÒRAS 
RANNSACHAIDH 
SHOILLSE

Lorn Lines

A COMMUNITY police 

PC Liz Taylor. 07_t37liz01

Market test Consultation costs 

Argyll and Bute Council to consider outsourcing older people’s services

Pauline Foster of Pure Shores has been named 
Argyll’s Young Entrepreneur of the Year.

Bride-to-be to represent county at national final

Morning coffee at 
Duart Castle

The proposed design for the new-look Argyll Hotel

Oban hotel row rumbles on 
while building crumbles
Council accepts principle of demolition as building not viable to restore

The P2 pupils from Rockfield Primary School 
learn what is involved in construction as part of a 
site visit to a MacLeod Construction’s site in Oban 
last week.

Common Good 
Fund minutes 
may be added to 
community website

Pupils from St Columba’s Primary School get ready for their 
visit to see the Pontiff in Edinburgh and Glasgow last week. 
16_t39pope1

Support

Toddlers Hugh and Josh try out the fire engine at 
Kilmelford joined by members of the crew and group 
commander John Rae. 16_t39kilmelford1
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CHILDREN from four North Lorn 
schools took part in a shinty-themed 
day at Barcaldine Primary School.

Darren Reid, Argyll and Bute 

Dale Kupris, Active Schools Co-
ordinator, along with staff from 
Ardchattan, Barcaldine, Lismore 

and Strath of Appin schools led 
the workshops, including shinty 
‘Gladiators’ and quad shinty. In total 
63 children took part. Darren led 

a shinty ‘clash’, where the pupils 
experienced a series of game-related 
situations along with a hardest shot 
challenge.

The North Lorn pupils with teachers and coaches at their shinty-themed workshop.

North Lorn primary school pupils enjoy shinty day

The Northern 
Meeting Silver 
Medal
ALL SERIOUS competing 
pipers make their way 
north to Inverness at the 
beginning of September 
for the Northern Meeting 
piping competitions, held 
this year at the Eden Court 
Theatre on Thursday and 
Friday September 2 and 3.  

I had been allocated the 
Silver Medal contest along 
with co-judges Ronnie 
McShannon and Colin 
MacLellan.

As Silver Medal contests 
go, this was certainly 
one of the best heard in 
recent years. The MacLean 
Room in the theatre is a 
good room for players and 
audience and although 
we weren’t overwhelmed 
by the numbers in the 
audience, some came in 
to hear their favourites 
and were rewarded with 
hearing what proved to be 
an excellent contest.

A departure from 
the usual procedure 
this year was that the 
tunes submitted by the 
competitors - six of their 
own choice - were chosen 
by ballot rather than being 
selected by the judges. As 
a result we had The Earl 
of Ross’s March played 
three times, including 
two in succession, and I
got a Kiss of the King’s 
Hand three times.  We got 
underway just after 9am.

Comments on the main 
contenders are as follows:

Xavier Boderiou played 
Lament for Captain 
MacDougall on a good 
pipe.  Perhaps the B to 
C grip was a bit over-cut 
and he could have held the 
theme notes a bit more in 
the Taorluath variation. 
Otherwise this was a good 
tune.

John Mulhearn played 
The Earl of Ross’s March

half of the tune was very 
good. In the tripling the 
A to A taorluaths were 
snatched a little and in the 
crunluath there was similar 
treatment of the hiharins. A 
good performance though.

Stuart Easton drew 
Clan Chattan’s Gathering.
The disturbing feature here 
was he was over-blowing 
the E note sharp. The start 
of the tune was a bit on the 
slow side.

Derek Midgley played 
The End of the Great 
Bridge. In variation 3 he 
cut up to the B after the 
Taorluath quite ruthlessly.  
He also had some misses 
in the Crunluath.

Andrew Bonar played 
I got a Kiss of the King’s 
Hand on a nice pipe which 

sharp on F. However, it 
settled as the tune went on.  
It was very competently 
handled.

Sean McKeown played 
Lord Lovat’s Lament on a 
good pipe. He had a good 
ground but in variation 
1 he sometimes over-cut 
the linking F too much. 
This was another good 
performance.

Alasdair Henderson
played The Battle of 
Auldearn No 2. His drones 
weren’t quite locked in at 
the start but he handled the 
tune very well and it was 
only marred by a couple 

variation.
William Nichols played 

Kinlochmoidart’s Lament 
No 1 on a pipe that had 

the high Gs in the ground 
which unbalanced the 

doubling he stretched 

movements too much.
Craig Sked played The

Masscre of Glencoe on
a nice pipe.  He had a 
tendency to come off the 
high As in variation 1 and 

The Piping Scene
By Hugh MacCallum

had a few misses in the 
later variations.

Iain Marshall played 
Lachlan MacNeill 
Campbell of Kintarbert’s 
Fancy. There was a hint 
of a sharp F but the tune 
proceeded fairly well until 
the crunluath when he 
‘dived’ into the singling 
and rushed the doubling 
particularly the ‘turn’ of 
the breabach.

Ashleigh Bell played 
Lament for Donald 
Dhuagal MacKay. The
drones were not quite in 
at the start and she had 
a slightly ‘crowy’ high 
A. The tune was played 
very musically, but the 
Crunluath movement 
was rather forced and not 

There were other 
reasonable tunes in an 
excellent competition. We 

with 26 having played and 
no breakdowns. The result 
was as follows:

1 Andrew Bonar; 2 
John Mulhearn; 3 Sean 
McKeown; 4 Xavier 
Boderiou; 5 Alasdair 
Henderson.

This meant another major 
prize going overseas to 
Canada. In addition, the 
Gold Medal and Gold 
Clasp went to Canada, 
won by Andrew Hayes 
and Jack Lee respectively. 
Only Stuart Liddell kept 

by winning the former 
winners March Strathspey 
and Reel having also won 
the equivalent competition 
at the Argyllshire 
Gathering.

Set tunes 2011
THE PIOBAIREACHD
Society has already 
announced the set tunes 
proposed for the 2011 
competitions at The 
Argyllshire Gathering and 
The Northern Meeting.

For the Senior and 
Clasp contest, some 
of the MacArthur 
MacGregor MS and 
Donald MacDonald MS 
settings are again getting 
an airing. Intending 
competitors should pay 
particular attention to the 
requirements stipulated.
Details are available on the 
society website or from 
the Music Committee of 
the society, 24 Garscube 
Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 
6BN.

Senior
1 Lochnell’s Lament; 2 
Port Urlar; 3 War or Peace 
- Gesto Canntaireachd; 
4 The Vaunting, An 
intended Lament - Donald 
MacDonald’s MS; 5 
Lament for Iain Garve 
MacLeod of Raasay 
- Donald MacDonald’s 
MS; 6 Lady Margaret 
MacDonald’s Salute 
- MacArthur MacGregor 
MS; 7 The Piper’s 
Warning - MacDonald’s 
Warning, Donald 
MacDonald’s MS. Three 
tunes to be submitted.

Gold Medal
1 The Battle of 
Sheriffmuir; 2 Tulloch 
Ard - The MacKenzies 
Gathering; 3 The Menzies 
Salute; 4 Queen Anne’s 
Lament; 5 MacKenzie 
of Applecross’s Salute; 
6 Mrs Smith’s Salute; 7 
Lament for Finlay, Book 1; 
8 Keppoch’s March. Four 
tunes to be submitted.

Silver Medal
1 The Battle of Auldearn, 
Tune No 1; 2 The Battle 
of Strome; 3 The Glen 
is Mine; 4 MacDonald’s 
(Duntroon’s) Salute; 5 
Glengarry’s March; 6 The 
Gathering of the MacNabs; 
7 Park Piobaireachd No 
2; 8 The End of the Great 
Bridge. Four tunes to be 
submitted.

I somehow think it will 
be a busy winter for the 
competitors, especially in 
the senior competitions.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

ON SATURDAY September 11, 15 members of the Oban
branch of the Scottish Women’s Rural Institute enjoyed 
a day trip to the beautiful Island of Lismore, an outing 
organised by Karen Mackie.  

On arrival they were met by Norma Black, an exemplary 
tour guide, who drove them around the island in the 
community mini-bus.

They were very impressed by the Heritage Centre and 
Café, where they enjoyed an excellent lunch, before Norma 
drove them around the many sites of historic and cultural 

Everyone considered the trip to be an outstanding success 
and well deserving of return visits.

The opening meeting of the 2010 – 2011 session will take 
place at 7.30pm on Tuesday September 28 in the Guide 
Hall, Soroba Road, Oban.  A warm welcome is extended to 
everyone.

Oban rural ladies on Lismore

PUPILS at Spean Bridge Primary School were treated to 
homemade pizzas with a special topping - locally produced 
venison chorizo. 

Before they sat down for lunch last Wednesday, the 90 
children at the school were given a taste of the unusual 
pizza, and it went down a treat.

The chorizo was supplied by Roy Bridge-based company 
Great Glen Game. Owner Anja Baak brought some of the 
company’s speciality meat to the school as part of Scottish 
Food and Drink fortnight and school cook Catherine 
MacLeod made the pizzas.

Mrs Baak said she wants to make sure people in the area 
are aware of the local products available to them. 

She said: ‘We wanted to try and introduce the children 
to some local produce. I think it’s nice for the children; a 
lot them have probably never tried it before. We sell our 
products all over the country but we want to make sure we 
supply people locally as well.’

MANAGER of Kyleakin Connections (KC) 
Mina MacLeod has retired after 21 years 
with the social enterprise.

A presentation and buffet was held at 
KC’s café and bookshop on September 9 
to celebrate Mina’s contribution since she 
joined the staff in 1989. 

Past and present colleagues, family and 
friends gathered to give Mina, aged 62, 

a great send off and to thank her for her 
work in making the centre, which provides 
active work for local adults with learning 
disabilities, a great success over the years.

Colleague Carol MacKay told The Oban 
Times: ‘Mina really helped all the attenders 
to try to reach their full potential. With her 
at the helm, Kyleakin Connections has gone 
from to strength to strength.’

Mallaig fish 
business wins two 
quality awards

business in Mallaig has 
netted two awards for its 
quality products in a UK-
wide competiton.

Jeff Lawrie and Sons won 
two gold stars for its hot 
smoked honey salmon and 
hot smoked pepper salmon 
in the Taste of Gold Awards.  

Father Jeff, mum Shona 
and Jeff junior all work in 
the company, which has 
been smoking Mallaig 
kippers since 1944 and only 

few years ago.
Shona told The Oban 

Times: ‘We are very pleased 
to receive the gold stars. 

‘We only started doing this 

nice they have given us an 
award for it.’

Great Glen Game owner Anja Baak, school cook 
Catherine MacLeod and assistant cook Rhona 
Cameron with some pupils sampling the homemade 
chorizo pizza. 10_f39pizza01

Mina MacLeod, centre left, with family friends, colleagues past and present and 
Kyleakin Connections attenders at her retiral presentation. 

Kyleakin Connections honours Mina 
on her retiral after 21 years at helm

Jeff Lawrie Junior 
shows off the firm’s 
prizewinning salmon.

LISMORE

Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293
New head teacher
THE ISLAND is pleased 
to welcome new head 
teacher Catherine Davies 
and her husband Bob who 
have moved into the school 
house.

Catherine has come from 
Loretto Junior School 
(Nippers) in Edinburgh and is 
looking forward to being the 
teaching head of the island’s 
eight primary students.

Presentation
PETER Baker, a silversmith 
who works in Appin and sells 
some of his work in Lismore 
Museum shop, has recently 
made a delicate pendant of 

a marble background, based 
on the Comann Eachdraidh 
logo designed by Donald 
Black, one of the museum’s 
founders.

In a ceremony in the Isle 
of Lismore  café, Peter 
presented Donald with the 

recognition of the artwork 
which inspired his piece.  
At the same event Archie 
MacColl, also a founder 
member of the Comann 
Eachdriadh and a tireless 
worker on the project since, 
was presented with a gift in 
honour of his 70th birthday. 

His wife Ina was presented 

of her continuing work at the 
museum where she runs the 
shop and the small army of 
volunteers who keep it open 
daily. 

Lismore Café 
opening times
change
FROM October 4 the café 
will be open from 11am till 
4pm every day. 

Tuesday will have a chip 
shop service from 4.30pm 
till 6.30pm and Friday and 
Saturday will be open for 
meals from 7 to 9pm. Special 
dinner nights will include 
a Scottish Dinner Night on 
October 16.

Minister’s fall
ISLANDERS were shocked 
to learn that their minister, 
the Rev Doctor Roderick 
Campbell,  had spent many 
hours  on the Lochaber 
hillside, aptly named The 
Devil’s Ridge, after a fall 
which injured his shoulder, 
ankle and pelvis. 

Everyone wishes the Rev 
Campbell a speedy recovery 
and return to his ministry.

Bowmore       
bollard
concern
THE RECENT installation 
of street bollards along the 
pavements on Main Street, 
Bowmore, has prompted 
much discussion and 
annoyance.

The general consensus, 
according to letters in the 
island’s local press and 
opinions expressed by local 
people, is that these bollards 
detract from the village’s 
appearance and serve no 
useful purpose.

Islay Community 
Council is looking into this 
‘invasion’ of bollards to 
discover who approved their 
installation. They were not 
part of the published plan for 
improvements in Bowmore, 
nor were they mentioned at 
public meetings. 

Pizza treat puts spotlight 
on local produce

ISLAY
Lottery awards 
support island 
childrens’ musical 
education
COISIR Og Ghaidhlig Ìle 
has been awarded £3,000 
from the Lottery ‘Awards 
for All’ through the Scottish 
Arts Council.

The funds will be used for 
the junior choir’s transport to 
the National Mod in Thurso 
in October.  

from this year’s lottery funds 
are Fèis Òigridh Ìle agus 
Dhiura.

Its new funding will allow 
the organisation to begin 
weekly traditional music 
classes for local children. 

Niall Oliver and Simon 

Ellie MacGregor will 
teach clarsach and Iseabail 
Mactaggart will teach Gaelic 
song. The new funding will 
also allow the purchase of 

traditional instruments for 
use by island children. 

As well as the Lottery 
funds, donations have been 
received from Feisan nan 
Gaidheal, The Schroder 
Foundation and Mactaggart 
Third Fund.

New pontoons      
for Bowmore 
Harbour
BOWMORE Harbour 
Association’s new pontoons 
are now available for use. 

During the association’s 
most recent project, the 
harbour wall has been 
repaired and the main 
harbour was dredged, as 
well as the improvement 
made by provision of the 
new pontoons.

The pontoons, which 
were well used during 
Islay’s recent Tope Fishing 
Festival, were installed by 

Contracts, which is based in 
Craighouse, Jura.

SCALPAY

Your correspondent 
is Donald Morrison: 
01859 540217
School work 
progress
AFTER an enquiry, we are 
pleased to hear that progress 
is being made on the inside 
joinery work at the old 
primary school, which was 

Holidaymakers 
back home
BY NOW holiday makers 
are preparing to return home 
from the Hebrides.

The seasonal yacht trippers 
are few and far between 
now; just the odd one or two 
can be seen at the moment.

There are also fewer 
passengers on the ferries.

Fishing
THE USUAL routine of 

done, however, strong 
winds have deterred pollock 

remains scarce.
Organic salmon is still 

being marketed on Harris and 
transported to continental 
markets. Mackerel is being 

use as creel bait. One local 

to the outer skerries, recently 
returned with a good catch of 
pollock and saithe. He will 
use the saithe for creel bait.

Eagle’s Hill
I HAVE never heard of an 
eagle species being seen on 
Scalpay, although there is 
such a name for a hill on the 
island.

The owl is another bird that 
is rarely seen on Scalpay.

KILCHRENAN

Guild sale
THANKS go to everyone 
who helped at and those who
attended the Guild Sale 
of Work in aid of church 
funds which raised the

Rubbish!
AFTER complaints 
regarding rubbish being 
littered around and outside 
the church grounds at 
Kilchrenan, church elders 
were promised a litter bin by 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

It transpired at a meeting 
of Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council in April 
that a litter bin had been 
offered to Kilchrenan. 

After discussions with 
Councillor Robertson and 
the Operational Services 
Department of Argyll and 
Bute Council, the litter bin 
has still not been delivered.

Your correpondent 
is Marilyn 
Henderson: 01866 
833201

NETHERLORN

Your correspondent 
is Fiona 
Cruickshanks: 
01852 314375

Friends of 
Oban Hospice     
afternoon tea
LUING Friends of Oban
Hospice recently held an 
afternoon tea.

Pam Shairp has been 
organising this event, along 
with a local ‘light up a life’ 
night near Christmas, in aid 
of the Oban Hospice, for 
six years. She has raised an 
amazing amount of money 
for the cause.

With her band of able 
assistants, the hospice tea 
offered stalls with bric-a-
brac, baking, ‘Who is That 
Baby? competition’, bottle 

Cullipool Hall was ringing 
with the tinkle of teacups 
and chatter as tea and coffee 
were served with home 
baked cakes and sandwiches, 
all donated by generous 
supporters.  The afternoon 
raised £655.65 and Pam 
said that she was most 
grateful to all her helpers. 
She was especially pleased 
that some of the Friends of 
Oban Hospice came down to 
Luing to help and enjoy the 
afternoon.

Vintage car charity 
marathon
ALEX Howard, owner 
of Colonsay Estate, is 
driving from Beijing to 
Paris in a 1935 vintage car 
to raise money for Mary’s 
Meals, formerly Scottish 
International Relief.

Mr Howard left on 
September 10 from the Great 
Wall of China and hopes to 
arrive in Paris one month 
and six days later. He will 
have a tracking device on the 
car and will be doing a blog.

To make a donation log 
onto www.justgiving.com/
dominic-collinsandalex-
howard.
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Lorn Lines
A JUNIOR football club in North Connel and 
Benderloch, which coaches around 40 young-
sters, hopes its latest fundraising idea will really 
take off.

Lochnell Football Club is giving people the 

where in the local area at a cost of £40.

Oban Airport and at the same time, youngsters 
from the club’s four teams will undertake a spon-
sored walk, starting from the airport. The money 
raised from the day will go towards paying for a 
portable lighting unit, which will allow the club 
to train all year round.

07776 402 550.

meeting of the winter season on the October 4 in 
the Regent Hotel. 

The speaker will be club member Tim Haynes 
who will talk on ‘My photography’ and new 
members will be most welcome.

The following week marks the deadline for the 

will be a cheese and wine evening with an exhi-
bition of some of the members’ work.

Oban Library has been set up.
Friends of Oban Library (FOOL) hopes to 

assist visitors to the building.
Cat Newsheller, who was instrumental in re-

establishing the group, said: ‘We played host to 

FOOL.
‘At the meeting people shared stories of how 

the library had provided them with essential 
services and allowed them to achieve things 
that would have been impossible without the 
knowledge and helpfulness of the staff.

‘We are adamant that the organisation will not 
replace library staff or to take over any respon-
sibilities that lay with the council. Rather we 
are here to help library staff spread the word 
and make the library a hub for the community.’

Anyone interested in getting involved with the 
FOOL should contact a member of library staff 
or call Cat: 01631 730666 or e-mail: friendso-
fobanlibrary@gmail.com

Former Oban woman Alison Mowat 
recently visited the most southerly Oban 
in the world, Oban on Stewart Island, New 
Zealand. Alison, who went to school in 
Oban, Argyll  before moving to Aberdeen, is 
the daughter of Alastair Campbell, Glenfoot 
Terrace, Oban.

AN OBAN woman has 
been remanded in custody 
following an alleged assault 

out on bail for an unrelated 
incident.

Charlene MacDonald, 
of 21 Combie Court, was 
remanded in custody at Oban 

MacDonald (25), denied 
kicking or striking a door at 
Combie Court, Oban causing 
damage, and assaulting a 
woman by seizing her by the 

and pinning her down.

Mitchell said his client could 
not remember the events 
of the night in question, 
believing that a drink she 
had consumed prior to the 
incident may have been 
spiked. Mr Mitchell said his 
client also had 10 sites of 
injury on her body that could 
not adequately be explained 
by the police report.

Banks refused an application 
for bail. He said: ‘Apart from 
the conviction last week, 
I see that there have been 
three previous convictions 
in the last year.

‘Taking everything into 
account, I cannot grant bail.’

MacDonald was remanded 
in custody pending trial on 
October 11.

Oban woman 
remanded in 
custody after 
alleged assaultwastage could be putting the 

health and wellbeing of the 
public at risk, a new report 
has shown.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 

audit committee last 
week heard that, while 
the regulatory services 
department – responsible for 
areas such as environmental 
health, consumer protection 
and food safety - compares 

well with other benchmark 

focus on high risk cases.

are concerned that a number 
of low to medium risk cases 

could escalate unless the 
department is restructured.

In her report to the audit 
committee, Kate Connelly, 
operations manager of 

‘The current focus on high 

risk is unsustainable, as it 
is likely that low/medium 
activities may develop 
into high risk or generate a 
public health or consumer 
safety incident.

‘The service review seeks 

to address this situation by 
rationalising management 
to release resources to the 
frontline by adopting a 
radical, new service design.

‘In this way Regulatory 

effective service in order to 
meet future challenges.’

The contents of the report 
was noted by the audit 
committee, and is to be 
considered later this month.

Council staff  cuts could put public health and wellbeing at risk claims report

FOUR teenagers have 
earned bronze medallions 
from the Royal Lifesaving 

Alasdair Hoon from North 

from Oban; Kilmore’s 

at 14 years old; and Ross 
Case from Balvicar are all 
members of Oban Lifesavers 
Club and train at Atlantis 
Leisure. And last week the 
quartet were presented with 
their bronze medallions by 
instructor Andy Jones.

Andy said: ‘They all had 
to demonstrate different 
types of advanced lifesaving 
techniques on land and 
water, such as rescuing a 
casualty from the bottom of 
the pool. 

‘These were timed 

to simulate a real-life 
scenario.’

Raeannon and Emily have 
expressed a desire to become 
instructors themselves, 
encouraging the junior 
members to follow in their 
footsteps.

Instructor Andy Jones pictured with bronze medallion lifesavers, from left: Emily Scott, Alasdair Hoon and 
Raeannon Sinclair. Ross Case was not available for the picture. 07_t39life01

COULD guided tours of 

‘Friends of the Kirk’ group 
help reverse the fortunes 
of the crumbling Lochawe 
landmark?

That was the question 

Innishail Community 

meeting, when the buiding’s 
future was discussed. 

A statement from the 
community council said: 
‘We are keen to offer support 

Kirk and the urgent need for 
a restoration program for 
this iconic building at the 
heart of our community. 

Conan’s Kirk’ organisation, 
co-coordinating help both 
locally and from farther 

some of the pressure from 
the trustees. 

‘A regular guided tour of 
the kirk might encourage 

a higher level of donation 
rather than the current 
limited or zero giving that 
comes from the 15,000 or 
so annual visitors who seem 
more than happy to call 
without any responsibility 
for the building’s upkeep. 

‘In general we feel that 
that the community should 

importance as a church 
as well as an historic 
building.’ 

In July, The Oban Times 
revealed the repair work 
needed at the kirk could cost 
in the region of £1million.

The board of trustees, 
who are responsible for 
the building, then urged 
members of the public to 
vocalise their support, in a 
bid to secure public body 
grants.

The board is currently 
awaiting reports from 
conservation and 
architectural experts.

Community  
gets behind 

Kirk appeal

took part in ‘the greatest 
celebration of whisky in the 
world’ - Whisky Live.

The event, now in its 
seventh year, featured 
samplings, tutored tastings, 
live coopering displays and 
a blending competition.

Whisky Live

could claim almost all of 
their project costs under 
changes to the Highland 
LEADER programme.

The previous rate had been 
45 per cent, but up to 90 per 
cent will now be available 
up until December of this 
year.  

The move comes after a 
further £2.33 million for 
community facilities and de-
velopment plans was trans-
ferred to LEADER from the 

Programme for projects in 
the Highlands.

ing under the community 
services and facility mea-
sure must get their applica-
tions in by October 29 to 
take advantage of the higher 
rate.

An announcement on 
successful projects will be 
made in early December. 

Highland LEADER 
funding boost

come out on top at Edin-

Fringe Festival.
Bunnahabhain’s 25-year-

from a list of 220 whiskies, 
sampled by more than 
1,000 visitors to the sell-out 
festival held last month 

Edinburgh.

Islay whisky comes 
out on top
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Now extending over two storeys, you need go nowhere 
else for all your home maintenance and improvement 
requirements.

The new, purpose-equipped shop is four times the size of its 
previous home on George Street and already customers old 
and new are seeing a massive difference.

Alan Murdoch, who bought the store in 2001 having worked 
there since 1980, said the move offered added convenience 
as well as a bigger selection of goods.

He said: ‘The old shop was a bit cramped for space but now 
we’ve got room for all our goods. We’ve vastly expanded in 
decorative products and safety wear but we still do everything 
we used to, so we’ve still got our locksmith and key cutting 
service.’

Established in 1979, Oban Mica Hardware is actually an 
independent store that is part of the Mica buying group.  The 
group allows its members to compete with some of the larger 
chains by buying products in bulk. 

The result is that customers get terrific deals on every 
product they buy at the same time as benefiting from years of 
staff experience that chains could only dream of offering.

That commitment to customer service is as strong today 
as when the store opened over 30 years ago and that’s why 
Alan was so keen to move to new premises and expand on 
the range of services offered. 

The most exciting development is the introduction of its 
new glass and mirror cutting service, headed up by Donnie 
Campbell. Donnie has been working with glass for years, so 

you can rest assured that his experience will ensure you get 
exactly what you’re after.

Glass for all applications is available, from toughened glass 
for table tops and doors, to heat resistant glass for your stove 
and picture glass for frames, so you can be sure you’ll find the 
right product.  

As an added bonus, heat resistant glass can arrive just days 
after ordering, minimising any inconvenience caused.

All can be cut to size, whether for a door, shower or even 
table, while PVC Casement and Tilt and Turn windows are 
other specialities.

Glass isn’t ideal or cost effective for every application 
though and that’s why Oban Mica Hardware can now also 
provide clear or obscure acrylic, again made to your own 
measurements.

Donnie said: ‘We do have a large range of glass products, so 
the best thing to do is to come in and ask for a quote.’

There’s more than just glass to Oban Mica Hardware though. 
Upstairs, you’ll find one of the largest range of paints in the 
area. A full range of colours from both Dulux and Johnstone’s 
Paints means you’ll be spoiled for choice, but if you still can’t 
find the exact colour you’re after, the mixing stations will no 
doubt be a welcome addition.

Plasti-kote spray-paints for all surfaces can also be found 
with a spectrum of colours to choose from.

Quick and simple to apply, you’ll be able to give everything 
from your radiators to your kitchen cupboards and even your 
barbecue a new lease of life with the least fuss possible.

OBAN Mica Hardware is celebrating being able to offer a whole host of 
new services after moving to vastly larger premises in Lochside Street.

OBAN HARDWARE

OPEN NOW
1 shop, 2 floors, 
hundreds of products

Supplying and Supporting
Independent Hardware Retailers

Nationwide for over 40 years

Tel: 01563 533921         Fax: 01563 536409
www.deanston-electrical.co.uk

Deanston wish Alan and his staff at
Oban Mica Hardware 

continued success in their new premises

FROM THE INVENTORS
OF THE CIRCULAR SAW

www.skilmasters.comSold exclusively on the west coast of Scotland by Oban Mica Hardware

A complete line of professional
power tools designed for users who seek 

performance, reliability and value for money
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Alongside paints, you’ll find varnishes and wood 
treatments,  but you won’t have to wander far 
to find another new addition, a complete range 
of work clothing.

From coveralls to knee pads, hats and gloves, 
you’ll find everything you’ll need. Of course, 
protecting your feet when working on site is 
vital and that’s why Oban Mica Hardware now 
stock specialist work boots and shoes that are 
as durable as they are comfortable.

Elsewhere upstairs, you’ll find tools from 
well known names such as Stanley, Draper and 
Faithfull, together with a range of specialist 
cleaning materials to budge those tough-to-
handle stains and blemishes.

Oban Mica Hardware has become known for 
its range of power tools and accessories, so 
customers will no doubt be delighted that Mica 
has taken the opportunity to expand here too 
with a new downstairs display. 

Alan said: ‘As far as power tools and accessories, 
I don’t think there’s anyone in the area with the 
range we have in stock.’

So if you need a drill, jigsaw or an angle grinder, 
there’s nowhere better to look first.

Just along from the power tools you’ll find even 
more home improvement essentials, including 
door handles, light switches and hinges.    

Gardens are a huge part of your home too, 
and that’s why Oban Mica Hardware stocks 
everything you need to keep it looking beautiful, 
including lawnmowers, hosepipes and garden 
tools. 

With all this on offer and more, a visit to Mica’s 
new Lochside Road premises is a must.

Opening hours are 8am-5.30pm Monday-
Friday, 8.30am-5.30pm on Saturday and 11am-
3pm on Sundays.

If you can’t drop in and need something quick, 
don’t panic! Oban Mica Hardware offer a free 
local delivery service, and can take orders over 
the phone for your convenience.

Oban Mica Hardware
your local decorating specialist

Visit us at:
Oban Mica Hardware, 17-19 Lochside Street, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5HP
Tel: 01631 562 395   Fax: 01631 566 988

Opening Hours
Mon - Sat: 8.00am - 5.30pm
Sun: 11.00am - 3.00pm

Looking for a contemporary

We can help you!
feel to your room?

We stock the Dulux walls & ceilings collection, offering 
a solution to all your decorating needs within the home.

Colour and inspirational paints

Dulux Matt & Silk Colours - Offers unique colour 
protection with excellent coverage. Available in a wipe 
clean matt or silk finish.

Dulux Feature Wall - A range of intense matt colours 
that are ideal for creating a statement in your home.

Dulux Tailor Made Colour - Offers the widest choice 
of paint colours in a great range of finishes, mixed for 
you in store in just a few minutes.

Dulux, The Dulux Dog, the distinctive livery and colour names marked TM are trademarks of the AkzoNobel Group of Companies. © AkzoNobel 2010

Huge range of power tools to suit all budgets in stock

Paints can be mixed in-store while you wait

Local delivery service available

Clothing and footwear

Gardening equipment and tools

Tools for the serious DIYer

Special offers in-store

You can find out more about Mica 
by visiting the website at 

www.micahardware.co.uk, 
emailing obanmica@btconnect.com

 or by phoning the Oban store on 
01631 562 395

Oban Mica Hardware, 
Lochside Street, Oban
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To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Local Producers 
Markets

Thursday 7 October
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

Argyll animal aid
Sponsored Dog Walk

Sunday 3rd October
At 12 noon

Approx 3.5 miles
Sponsor form from

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans 

Every Friday >  Party Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJs and Live Band

Friday 24 September > Falling Hills
Markie Dans

Saturday 25 September > Wallace Mair
Markie Dans

Thursday 30 September > Tim O Connor
Markie Dans

Friday 1 October > Kieron Goss
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Friday 1 October > Wonderland
Markie Dans

Saturday 2 October > Declan
Markie Dans

Monday 4 October > Up Beat Beatles  £12
Skipinnish Ceilidh House  Tickets Tel: 0844 481 8898

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

‘Chinwag’ 
event for youth leaders, 

workers and volunteers at 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre 

on 2-3 October.  
Pre Stone Skimming 

Dance,

Saturday 25th September, 

St Columba’s Cathedral
GALA CONCERT

Saturday 25th September
8.00 pm Corran Halls

Tickets £7 from Corran Halls, Alba, Oban Music.

JACOBITE COUNTRY

Saturday 25th September, 
7.30pm

Loch-Awe 
Village Hall

Table Top Sale
Saturday 2nd October

2pm
To Reserve a Table 

Contact
Rhona at 

01838 200452

North Argyll Stroke 
Support Association

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 25th 

September
10-12

Congregational Church
Tweedale Street, 

Oban

WOMEN into PUBLIC LIFE TRAINING
‘Yes you CAN course’

Where? Craignure on Mull and Inverary
When? Starts week beginning October 25th

FREE Training with care costs and travel allowances
application forms and further information

Civic reception toasts Oban High School world beaters
PARENTS, teachers, family and friends of the Oban High School Pipe Band packed in to the Corran Halls on Monday night at a civic reception  to celebrate the pupils’ 
recent global achievements. Led by Pipe Major Angus MacColl, the band reached the pinnacle of the Novice Juvenile Grade, winning the World Championships, the Cowal 
Championships and being named the Champions of Champions 2010. Each member of the band was congratulated by Argyll and Bute Council education spokeswoman 
Councillor Isobel Strong, who presented each with a commemorative trophy for their year of success.

Scouts help to bag 
donations for charity
THERE is not yet a 
Scout badge for charity 
work but Oban Scouts 
have been putting plenty 
of work into fundraising 
for the British Heart 
Foundation.

The Scouts were 
supporting the charity 
at the weekend in its 
Big Donation campaign, 
which encourages 
people to donate clothes, 
accessories, books, 
DVDs and bric-a-brac to 
its stores. The Oban store 
is in George Street.

Scout leader Erica 
Smith, who was with 
the Scouts at the Co-
op where they handed 
out donation bags, said 
this was the second year 
running the troop had 
supported the charity’s 
Big Donation campaign 
and that they were also 
keen to support other 
charities in the town.

Marie MacLean, 
manager of the British 
Heart Foundation shop 
in Oban, said: ‘We are 
delighted the Scouts have 
helped us again this year.

‘Anyone who wants 
to donate to the Big 
Donation appeal can 
hand in bags at the Co-
op, the Job Centre or the 
British Heart Foundation 
shop.’

Oban Scouts support the British Heart Foundation’s Big Donation campaign at the Co-op. 
07_t39scout01

Guitar pupils rock the Corran Halls

A guitar concert in Oban brought together 40 players of the instrument for a biannual concert.
Students of Finlay Wells played to an audience of 200 people with a range of music from rock 
ballads to classical melodies. All in all it was a great event for everyone involved. Finlay said: ‘This 
year was a spectacular event - our most ambitious yet - so thanks goes to everyone who helped.’

Artist with 
Parkinson’s 
Disease gains 
place in London 
exhibition
AN ARGYLL man who 
had a long career in 
illustration has become 
the prestigious exhibitor 
in London’s Mervyn 
Peake awards. 

The art exhibition was 
launched by Parkinson’s 
UK and the Peake family 
in 2002 in memory of 
the illustrator, writer and 
poet who died in 1968. 

The Mervyn Peake 
Awards celebrate the 
creative achievements of 
people with Parkinson’s 
in art, poetry and 
photography.

Illustrator and artist 
Barrie Richards had 
given up his art work as 

to concentrate and use 
his grip and release. 

Then a visit to an Lorn 
and Islands Hospital 
turned his life around.

Barrie explained: 
‘I worked as a book 
illustrator for David and 
Charles and my work is 
on many dust covers of 
books.

‘I was involved in 
painting background 
and working on different 
designs for many 
different products.’

So when Barrie was 
diagnosed in 1998 he 
made a very painful 
decision to give up. 

He said: ‘When I found I 
could not meet deadlines 
I decided to give up the 
work I loved.’ 

He also destroyed the 
majority of his work.

But when he met 
specialist Dr Johnson 
she made adjustments to 
Barrie’s medication and 
changed his life. He said: 

with my art again. It is 
such a joy to me to be 
painting again. 

‘My grip and release 
movements are much 
better.’

Barrie is also 
discovering new ways 
of picture making using 
decopage and swizzle 
sticks. He explains: ‘I just 
decided to try new things 
out and I made a picture 
out of the sticks – which 

At present Barrie is 
unable to exhibit locally 
because there is nowhere 
to display his work.

Susanne McCardle, 
who runs the art group 
that Barrie attends 
said: ‘Barrie has been 
submitting work for the 
Mervyn Peake Award 

received commendations 
for his work.

‘Barrie has had 
Parkinson’s for 14 
years and he is doing 
amazingly well. He is 
a brilliant example for 
others who struggle with 
the disease.’

Barrie pictured 
with his daughter, 
right, and Susanne 
McCardle. 

West benefits
A SEIL Island charity 

bringing children to the 
west coast for holidays. 

Children from inner 
city Edinburgh started a 

lifetime from the island.
Charity Westward 

Quest was able to provide 
berths for children and 
young adults for sailing.

CHARITY CAR 
BOOT SALE
Sunday 26th 
September
10am – 2pm

Co-op Car Park
Soroba Road

Oban
Table cost £5.00

Sheelanagig with
The Anyways
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A MEMBER of Taynuilt SWRI 
for nearly 80 years was tasked 
with cutting the cake to mark 
the institute’s 90th anniversary 
celebrations.

Caroline Jamieson, who is 
94-years old, joined 52 fellow 
members and invited guests at the 
celebrations in Taynuilt Village 
Hall last Friday.

Caroline joined the institute 
aged 17 and her attendance at the 
monthly meetings has only been 
punctuated by a wartime role in 

Chambers, where she helped put 
together ration books.

Born in Barcaldine, Caroline 
has lived most of her life in 
Taynuilt. She said: ‘It was a 
memorable evening and it was 

lovely to be asked to cut the cake 
at the beginning.

‘It was a pleasure to be there 
because I have a lot of happy 
memories from the SWRI.’

Helping Caroline to cut the cake, 
which was made by Taynuilt 
member Alice Campbell, was 
Marion Davidson, national 
chairwoman of the SWRI.

Taynuilt SWRI president 
Jessie Servant also welcomed 
presidents and secretaries from 
other groups in Lorn and North 
Lorn. Following a three-course 
buffet meal Campbell Anderson, 
Freddie Nicolson and Frank 
Beaton played a selection of 
tunes.

rendition of Auld Lang Syne.Scottish Women’s Rural Institute members from around Lorn gathered to celebrate 90 years of the Taynuilt branch. 07_t39wri01

SWRI stalwart marks 
Taynuilt institute’s 90th 
anniversary celebrations

to challenge the SNP 
government on extending the 
Road Equivalet Tariff (RET) 
pilot for a further year.

Mr Lyon, a former MSP, said 
he will urging the European 
parliament to investigate the 
scheme, calling the decision 
an ‘electoral bribe.’

He said it discriminated 
against other islands and 
has asked the commission 
to investigate whether the 
Scottish government’s 
decision breaks European 
law.

Last month, MP Alan 
Reid accused the SNP of 
favouritism and ignoring the 
needs of the Argyll Islands.

MEP to 
question if 
RET breaks 
European law

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

Politicians quick to praise Fort’s cup heroes

Girls, aged 
11, caught 
with booze
Police in weekend clampdown

Council to charge flat 
rate for day careChamber of Commerce raises its 

profile and gains new members

Councillors say no to supermarket

LOCHABER politicians 
have paid tribute to Fort 
William Shinty Club for its 
stunning 3-2 Camanachd 
Cup victory over Kingussie 
at Bught Park last Saturday.

Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson was standing 

Innes’ thunderous last-
minute winner that brought 
the trophy back to Fort 
William for the fourth year 

in succession. He told The
Oban Times: ‘I’m absolutely 
delighted.

‘It was a great game with 

had missed by a fraction 
I would have got it right 
between the eyes!

Impressed
‘I was so impressed with 

signing autographs for the 
youngsters, even though he 

was exhausted after all his 
exertions. He is a role model 
for shinty that other sports 
should copy. 

‘That is the way forward 
for shinty to grow, when you 

sport.
‘He is a great ambassador.
‘The team’s fantastic 

the whole area and a boost 
for all sport in Lochaber. 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Donald Cameron added: 
‘The town is very proud of 
the boys and all at the club. 

Rewards
‘We were not always used 

to success, but the dedication 
of those involved in the 
present set up at the club has 
brought its rewards.’

Club captain Niall MacPhee 
ended up bloodied – but not 

a sports surface engineer 
based in Edinburgh, lifted 
the Camanachd Cup in front 
of hundreds of jubilant Fort 
fans and kissed the huge 
trophy, he accidentally 
banged the rim against his 
lip, gaving himself a nasty 
cut.
For more see ‘Innes in last 
gasp drama’ - Page 29.

Fort William Shinty Club captain Niall MacPhee kisses the Camanachd Cup after a dramatic end to the cup final at Inverness. Picture John MacTavish

-

day care services.
From October 4, the 1,000 people 

who currently use council day care 
services weekly will start paying 
£5 per week, which will include 
the existing transport charge of 
50p per journey. The Housing and 
Social Work Committee agreed the 
move in May and estimate it will 
generate £230,000 annually.

Committee member Councillor 
Brian Murphy said the move was 
a necessary part of a council-wide 
savings drive. He said: ‘The coun-

savings wherever we can.
‘I think even a charge of £5 for a 

of the cost to the council.’

Calls for squid fishery

Fisheries Secretary Richard Loch-
head MSP to initiate research and 
sea-going trials into the viability of 

Speaking after last week’s Mal-
laig summit, Mallaig and North-
west Fishermen’s Association 
secretary John Hermse said: ‘It 
is a high value species which we 
believe has real potential as a local 

A DRIVE by Lochaber’s 
foremost business organisation 
to sign up new members and 

to be paying dividends.
Fort William and District 

Chamber of Commerce has 
added 10 local companies to 

September 7, the chamber’s 

session heard.
Some 25 members, including 

many of the new recruits, 
attended the summit at 
Torlundy. Chairman Robert 
Hawkes told delegates: ‘It is 
obvious that our new strategy 
of getting the chamber of 
commerce out and about and 
actively visiting key businesses 
in the area is something that is 
going to prove an important 
part of the ongoing events 
programme for the chamber.’

marketing director with 
Lamont Design, found Fort 
William and District Chamber 
of Commerce to be ‘an 
invaluable resource’.

‘The rewards for us as a 
local business far outweigh 
the small amount of time that 
we have to commit to it,’ she 
said.

The chamber’s next meeting 
is scheduled for October 18 at 
the Alexandra Hotel.

A DEVELOPER’S two-
year bid to bring a major 
supermarket chain to Fort 
William looks dead in the 
water after councillors vetoed 
the move on Tuesday.

Morbaine Ltd had hoped Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber planning 
and appeals committee would 
approve plans for a 55,000sq 
ft foodstore next to the A82 
on North Road. But fears that 
another roundabout on the busy 
route would cause even more 
gridlocks, and the imminent 
prospect of Morbaine’s rivals 

Miller Developments lodging 
plans for a superstore on a 
site at the Blar Mhor, saw 
councillors support planners’ 
recommendation to refuse.

Councillor Bill Clark backed 
Morbaine’s application - 
dubbed ‘the store on stilts’ 

area on pillars above a car 
park - arguing to turn down 
major retail investment and 
200 full and part-time jobs 
in the expectation of a better 
option was a risky strategy in 
the present economic climate.

‘We should not be holding 
back development that 
Lochaber badly requires,’ 

seconder.
Councillor Michael Foxley 

said road congestion issues 
associated with Morbaine’s 
plan gave him ‘serious 
concerns’ because the A82 
nearby was already sub-
standard.

‘The mini-roundabout at 
Lochy Bridge is unacceptable,’ 
he said. ‘It is the worst mini-
roundabout on the planet.’

ended up in Fort William 
Police Station last weekend 
after being caught with 
bottles and cans of booze 
during a major police 
crackdown on underage 
drinking.

The children were among 20 
detained during ‘Operation 
Round-up’ on Friday and 
Saturday evening.

A&E staff, social workers 
and youth workers joined 
eight plain clothed and 

initiative, which aimed to 

children youngsters chance 
to consume it. 

Areas targeted included 
the Viewforth car park, the 
Inverlochy area, St Andrew’s 
Church and Monzie Square.

Inspector Douglas Allan 
of Lochaber police told The
Oban Times seven youths 
aged 14 to 17 were caught 
with lager, cider and vodka 
on Friday night.

A further 13 youngsters, 
almost all of them young 
girls aged 11 to 16, were 
found with Lambrini, white 
wine and cider on Saturday.

The Inspector said all the 
children were taken back 
to the station and got their 
parents to come for them. 

He warned: ‘That will be 
the new norm – we are not 
a taxi service. Your children 

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

could become victims of 
assault and, particularly for 
young females, victims of 
sexual assault. It does not 
bear thinking about what 
could happen to them.

‘Do you check whether 
your daughter is really 
staying with a friend as she 
says?

‘We got these girls in time, 
before they got drunk. A lot 
of the alcohol containers 
were still full – we beat them 
to the punch.

‘There is the danger of 
injury of your child falling 
when drunk or of being 
involved in an accident when 
crossing the road.’

Inspector Allan urged 
parents, most of whom had 
been ‘very supportive’, to 
ensure they knew where 
their children were and what 
they were doing.

‘Please consider those 
other residents who can’t 
have a quiet night in like 
you because your children 
are out drinking and getting 
involved in anti-social 
behaviour,’ he said.

‘I can’t stress highly enough 
the effect this is having on 
residents, particularly elderly 
residents.

‘To these parents I would 
re-emphasise that children’s 
health is important and it is 
their responsibility to make 
sure their children are safe.’

He added: ‘There was no 

evidence coming from this 
initiative or from recent 
intelligence that off sales 
premises are selling drink to 
underage persons.

‘However, it is clear 
that in some cases parents 
are supplying alcohol to 
their children and various 
members of the public are 
being approached in the 
street by youths urging them 
to buy alcohol for them from 
off sales premises. We will 
be having informal meetings 
with the licencees to try and 
address this issue.

‘We have a positive line 
of inquiry in relation to the 
supply of the alcohol, which 
we will be following up.

‘Adult persons have been 

alcohol for these youngsters 
and at the conclusion of our 
inquiries it is anticipated 
that a report will be sent to 

them.
‘These operations will 

continue on an irregular 
basis as well as our normal 
weekly patrols to control 
such behaviour.’

The clampdown on 
underage drinking in the 
Lochaber capital comes after 
The Oban Times highlighted 
the problem three weeks 
ago.

Last Thursday residents 
in Camanachd Crescent 
told this newspaper their 
lives were being made a 
misery by gangs of drunken 
teenagers congregating next 
their homes at weekends. 



KERBSIDE collection of 
blue recycling bins in the 
Highlands could soon fall 
foul of European law, coun-
cillors have been warned.

In a report to the transport, 
environment and community 
services committee, 
Highland Council head of 
waste management, Colin 
Clark, warned the EU 
waste framework directive 
could overide a Scottish 
Government decision, due 
later this year, to allow waste 
plastic, cardboard and paper 
to be collected together.

The Euro directive states the 
recyclate should be collected 
separately where possible.
The blue bins are emptied 
monthly from around 27,000 
mainly rural homes across 
the Highlands.

Blue bins fall foul 
of Euro law

Councillors back 
housing bid
LOCHABER councillors 
have backed a proposal to 
offer land bank funding on 
a loan basis to the Highland 
Small Communities Hous-
ing Trust to ensure progress 
can be made on the develop-
ment of affordable housing 
at the former Acharacle 
Primary School.

The September business 
meeting also supported a 
move to offer Duror and 
Kentallen Community Trust 
a 10-year lease on land in 
Duror for the purpose of 
clearing and later develop-
ing an open games area.

The trust is seeking to ex-
tend the existing children’s 
play area at Achindarroch 
and create a playing surface 
for older children to play 
sports such as football.
Kinlocheil house 
plan finds favour
DETAILED plans for a 
house next the A830 at 
Camus na Atha, Kinlocheil 
have won backing from 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning councillors.

Planners had recom-
mended James MacIntyre’s 
application for a two-storey 
dwelling be refused, argued 
the dwelling would repre-
sent sporadic development 
in the countryside. Trans-
port Scotland expressed 
concerns that access would 
be onto a fast overtaking 
stretch of road. But coun-
cillors backed the plan by 
eight votes to three after 
committee member Eddie 
Hunter argued there were 
surrounding houses nearby 
and one more house would 
make little difference.

Scottish Ministers will 

A MAN who challenged the 

denied bail has been jailed 
for 28 days.

Stephen McAndrew, aged 
49, of 37E Victoria Street, 

Perth, had previously 
admitted threatening to rape 
a 17-year old girl and stab 
17-year-old boy in Spean 
Bridge on June 17. 

Sentencing for the offence 

was postponed until last 
Thursday to allow the court 
to obtain a psychiatric report 
on McAndrew.

Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard there was no 

psychiatric report was 
available for Sheriff Derek 
O’Carroll to examine. 
Social workers claimed 
McAndrew had been 
uncooperative and refused 

to take part in a consultation, 
but McAndrew claimed 
no one had spoken to him 
about the meeting.

Sheriff O’Carroll 
postponed sentencing for 

two weeks to allow the 
reports to be put together, but 
refused to grant McAndrew 
bail. McAndrew was clearly 
angered and started shouting 
four letter obscenities at the 

sheriff before saying: ‘I’d 
like to see you out on the 
street. You’re lucky I’ve got 
these handcuffs on.’

McAndrew was held in 
contempt of court.

Perth man who challenged Fort William sheriff to fight is jailed

A PROMISING Fort 
William amateur boxer has 
been told by his club he can 
continue boxing despite 
being caught in possession 
of nearly £500 worth of 
cocaine.

Lochaber Phoenix 
Amateur Boxing Club 

Sheriff Court last Thursday 
after previously pleading 
guilty to possessing 7.9 
grams of the class A drug on 
the town’s Hill Road in the 
early hours of June 26.

Donnelly, aged 31, of 35 
Wallace Place will now not 
be allowed to take part in 
two major boxing events 
in November. Donnelly’s 

fans saw him out-point an 
Inverness boxer in front 
of a 500-strong partisan 
crowd at the Nevis Centre 
on April 10. The night also 
saw Donnelly crowned 
senior boxer of the night 

and most improved boxer of 
the season.

A spokesman for the club 
said: ‘We were very surprised 
to hear this, as Aidan is a 
very keen and committed 
boxer who attends every 
training session and really 
looks after his health.

‘As this was strictly a 
one-off and had no direct 
connection with boxing he 
will not be banned from 
the club. However, as a 
consequence he will not 
allowed to take the ring as 
part of the Lochaber squad 
at our forthcoming home 
show on November 6 and 
the regional championships 
the following week. 

‘What Aiden did was 
unacceptable, but nothing 
would be gained by turning 
our backs on him. We will 
continue to support his 
training and promising 
career in amateur boxing.’

Donnelly was walking 
home from the pub when 

police stopped him for a 
routine talk the court heard. 

wrapper with white powder 
sticking out of Donnelly’s 
pocket. They searched him 
and found the cocaine, 
which had an estimated 
street value of £480. 

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard Donnelly had bought 
it earlier that evening and 
had not used any of it.

Donnelly’s solicitor 
Hamish Melrose said his 
client was sorry for his 
actions and was ‘disgusted 
with himself.’ 

Before the trial, Donnelly 
wrote to the procurator 

Sheriff Derek O’Carroll 
read the letter, and said: ‘He 
is hugely remorseful and 
has never done anything 
like this before. 

‘He has certainly learned 
his lesson, we wouldn’t 
expect to see him in this 
court again.’

Lochaber boxer Aiden Donnelly will not be allowed to take part in two major 
events in November after police found him with cocaine. 10_39aiden01

Fort William boxer 
caught with cocaine

THE UK’S LARGEST 
sawmill company has 

workers to drive unsafe 
vehicles on a Lochaber road 
despite police warnings.

BSW Timber pled guilty 
to causing and permitting 
an employee to use a fork 
lift truck which did not 
comply with a construction 
and use requirement as 
the load carried by the 
truck obscured the driver’s 
view on the A830 road at 
Corpach.

Fort William Sheriff Court 

the practice in January 
and told management at 
the storage yard they were 
unhappy with the setup.

Defence solicitor Kevin 

Clancy said BSW believed 
Inspector Dougie Allan was 
planning on visiting the site 
to discuss a safer way of 
moving timber across the 
busy road, but Northern 
Constabulary said this was 
not the case. BSW made no 
changes to their practice.

On May 11, two police 

on the A830 and saw a 
fork lift truck pull out and 
drive a short distance down 
the road to the company’s 
storage yard. They could 
see the load was blocking 
the driver’s view and pulled 
into the yard to speak to the 
manager who said it was 
common yard procedure.

Following this incident, 
BSW have changed their 

practice and now carry 
timber packs individually, 
meaning the driver’s view is 
no longer obstructed. 

Sheriff Derek O’Carroll 

amount, but was restricted 
by law. He said: ‘The 

view should be considerably 
higher. Despite warnings 
from police there was no 
attempt made to see if this 
long-standing practice was a 
safe one. It was a dangerous 
practice, anyone can see 
that.’

BSW, which employs 
around 150 people in 

maximum amount of £700.

Timber company 

ever Three Lochs Book 
and Arts Festival have 
been rewarded by healthy 
attendances throughout the 
three-day Strontian-based 
event last weekend.

The programme’s headline 
act, renowned author 
Alexander McCall Smith in 
discussion with Ardgour’s 
Mary Ann Kennedy, drew 
an audience of almost 100 
on Saturday afternoon, 
while almost 300 attended 
events in the Sunart Centre 
throughout the day.

Earlier in the programme, 

and talk by director Chris 
Young on Thursday evening 
and the Live Literature Tom 
Morton event and ‘Whisky 
Galore’ the following night 
drew 115 people.

Another 65 saw a rare 
screening of ‘Elvis and 
Annabelle’ on Saturday 
evening and a live link-up to 

director Will Geiger.
Hopes that the festival 

would prove popular with 

–  12 nursery, 119 primary 
and 46 high school children 
attended various evenst and 
activities.

Festival committee 
chairman David Barker said: 
‘The feedback forms we 
have received have been 99.9 
per cent positive with many 
people commenting that 
the festival was ‘absolutely 
brilliant’.

‘I think we can safely 
say that the event was a 
resounding success as plenty 
of people came along to all 
the events on offer and those 
who did have obviously 
enjoyed themselves.

‘The festival has worked 
very well so I for one 
would certainly hope it will 
continue.’

Committee member Janice 
MacKinnon added: ‘It’s 
great to see how people have 
made the effort to come from 
all over the peninsula.’

Author Aonghas Padraig 
Caimbeul in full flow at 
the festival 10_f39fest01

First Three 
Lochs
Book
and Arts 
Festival is 
success

PLANS for a roads depot 
and a recyclable waste facil-
ity at Clach na Broig quarry 
in Wester Ross have been 
approved.

The Highland Council 
base will also have a cov-
ered salt stance, fuelling sta-
tion and vehicle wash bay. 

Two industrial buildings 
will be erected.

Wester Ross, Strathpeffer 
and Lochalsh councillor Biz 
Campbell told Ross, Skye 
and Fort William planning 
and appeals committee in 
Fort William: ‘It’s good 
news for Gairloch and I ap-
prove the recommendation.’

Recyclable
waste
unit for 
Gairloch

A GROUP of Fort William 
gardeners saw their new 

week.
Local growers’ group Sunny 

Lochaber United Gardeners 
(SLUG) set up 17 allotments 
at Plantation on land leased to 
them by Forestry Commission 
Scotland. The site on Cow Hill 
has a car park, sheds on each 

area cabin and a toilet with a 
special compost-making unit.

Environment minister Roseanna 
Cunningham MSP opened the 
allotments at a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Tuesday, and 
called the scheme ‘a tremendous 
achievement.’ She said: ‘It is a 
testament to what can be done 
when people work together. A lot 
of hard work was put in by a lot 
of people.

rewards are enormous. And these 
rewards are not just about food 

community is created and the 
wider community comes to think 
of it as theirs as well.’

The local gardeners were given 
access to the land in April, and the 
scheme has moved so fast SLUG 
chairman Martyn Calam was able 
to present Ms Cunningham with 
a basket of vegetables grown 
entirely in the allotments.

Mr Calam told The Oban Times 
the group plans to expand in the 
near future. He said: ‘We just 
want to get bigger and bigger, 
its now just a matter of getting 
the money together. People want 
this, as you can clearly see, and 
we’ve even got a waiting list 
already. At the moment we are 
just enjoying having it.’

MSP Roseanna Cunningham and Martyn Calam 
tasting some blueberries fresh from the SLUG 
Allotments. 10_f39garden01

THE CASE against 
a Fort William man 
accused of trying 
to strangle his ex-
girlfriend with a scarf 
has been not proven.

Colin Eaton, aged 
22, of 103 Glenkingie 
Street, Fort William, 
denied assaulting 
Catherine Boyle at 12 
Glenloy Street with a 
scarf on July 16.

Miss Boyle told Fort 
William Sheriff Court 
she and Mr Eaton had 

‘He put the scarf 
behind my neck and 

pulled it. I tried to tell 
him I couldn’t breathe,’ 
she said. Miss Boyle 
admitted her memory 
of the events wasn’t 
good, adding she had 
felt under pressure to 
answer questions in 
court.

Eaton claimed he was 
only trying to calm her 
down

Sheriff Neilson 
said: ‘Given the  
discrepancies of the 
crown case, especially 
the main witness, I 
have no choice but to 

Fort William ‘strangle’ 
case found not proven

A NEW purpose built 
music studio near Ardgour 

Saturday.
Watercolour Music Studios 

was setup by Mary Anne 
Kennedy and her husband 
Nick Hunter, and they 

celebrated the opening with 
a weekend of events.

Radio Scotland’s Tom 
Morton broadcast live 
from the studio on Friday 
afternoon, an open day was 
held on Saturday and Mt. 
Desolation played live in 

the studio on Sunday.
Mary Anne said: ‘We know 

we are in a place that is rich 
in music of all genres. The 
old studio had been here for 
16 years, and having this 
new, permanent base means 
we can do things better.’

Nick Hunter and Mary Ann Kennedy unveil the specially commissioned stained 
glass window to mark the official opening of the new Watercolour Music Studios 
near Ardgour.

Ardgour music studio opens its doors
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GLENCOE Mountain 
Ltd has changed its status 
to a community interest 
company (CIC) in a bid to 
attract additional funding for 
upgrading the snowsports 
and  outdoor centre.

In its new mission 
statement as a CIC, 

management pledges to 
‘actively develop’ Glencoe 
as a leading provider of 
outdoor activities, promote 
Glencoe, Lochaber and 
the Highlands of Scotland 
as the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK and promote 
economic stability in the 

local community. The 
company also aims to open 
skiing and other outdoor 
activities to disabled and 
under-privileged members 
of the community and make 

causes.
Marketing manager Daniel 

Loots said: ‘The aim is to 
develop a ski centre which 
is run by the community, for 
the community.

the CIC will be re-invested 
within the centre and the 
surrounding area to improve 
the experience of all 

visitors to the area. Glencoe 
Mountain is the country’s 
oldest ski resort, established 
back in 1956. 

Incredible
‘It has a great history and 

some incredible skiing, 
including the steepest black 
run in the UK, but it has 

suffered from a severe lack 
of investment over recent 
years, with much of its 
infrastructure very near the 
end of its life.

‘With funding and 
the support of the local 
community the management 
team are sure that they can 

turn around the fortunes of 
the centre and develop it 
into a 21st century tourist 
attraction that the whole of 
Scotland will be proud of.’

prices have been capped at 
last year’s levels, Mr Loots 
said.

Glencoe ski centre targets funding as a community interest company

A CALL for greater 
transparency and 
accountability for the Crown 
Estate in Scotland has been 
welcomed by Argyll and 
Bute MSP, Jim Mather.

Richard Lochhead MSP, 
the cabinet secretary for rural 
affairs and the environment, 
has been in discussion with 
Michael Moore MP and 
the secretary of state for 
Scotland about the estate 
commissioner’s role in 
Scotland.

Mr Mather said: ‘I am 
pleased to note that Richard 
Lochhead has raised the 
need for a far greater 
degree of transparency and 
accountability for the Crown 
Estate in its operations 
in Scotland and in its 
dealings with the Scottish 
Government.

‘Since the introduction 
of devolution it is a huge 
anomaly that the Crown 
Estate Commissioners, 
who are responsible for the 
management of the seabed up 
to 12 miles from the shoreline 
as well as the foreshore of a 
number of substantial inland 
estates, are not accountable 
to Scottish ministers or to 
the Scottish people.’

Mr Lochhead and his 

consult on what legislation 

from the exploitation and 
development of the country’s 
natural resources.  Currently, 

public body that accrues a 

development.
Mr Mather said: ‘While 

we work well and amicably 
with the Crown Estate 
Commissioners, change is 
needed so that the people of 

of offshore renewables.’

NHS HIGHLAND staff 
have been praised 21 years 
after breaking strike to take 
an emergency patient to 
Dumbarton.

In a letter to The Oban 
Times, Paul Henderson, of 
Rugby, thanks the staff who 
took the time to help his wife 
and new born baby on the 
life saving journey.

Paul explains: ‘I was 
living in Oban in 1989 
with my partner who was 
expecting our child. Due to 
complications the medical 
staff decided that it would be 
better to transfer her to The 
Vale of Leven Hospital in 
Alexandria.

‘I did not have transport 
and there was an NHS strike 
on at the time. However 
two ambulance staff came 
off the strike to take us to 
Dumbarton and I never got 
the chance to thank them.

‘My son Alex was born 
on November 29 1989 and 
has been very successful in 
his sport of martial arts. He 
won a world championship 
in 2002.

‘His mother is no longer 
alive, but as I am visiting 
Oban next week I would like 
to extend my sincere thanks 
to the two NHS workers 
and if they can be contacted 
thank them personally.’

If you are the ambulance 
drivers or know who the 
two staff were contact llee@
obantimes.co.uk.

OBAN Sea Cadets have 
had a successful boating 
season this year.  Despite 
the cold and rainy weather, 
every Thursday night the 
sun seemed to shine on the 
teenagers and they were able 
to develop boat-handling 
skills.

Sharon Burt, a civilian 
instructor with the cadets, 
said: ‘This year the pulling 
boat was launched for the 

a crew of four rowing and 
a coxswain and enables the 
cadets to develop their team 
building and leadership 
skills.

‘The cadet’s RIB was 
used every evening and the 
cadets practiced their helm 
skills, man overboard drill 
and berthing.

‘All the practise over the 
summer paid dividends with 
many of the cadets achieving 
Power Level Two, a Royal 
Yachting Association 
recognised award.  They 
should all be congratulated 
for achieving this standard. 

‘The ultimate thrill near 
the end of the season was 
being allowed to develop 
these skills further with 

the help and support of the 
coxswain and crew of the 
Oban lifeboat.

‘The cadets who attended 
this event all had a fantastic 
experience and one they will 
never forget.

‘Many thanks have to 
be extended to Ronnie 
MacKillop, the lifeboat 
coxswain, who worked hard 
to enable this event to take 
place, liaising with the RNLI 

permission to allow the two 
groups to work together.

‘The cadets were 
encouraged to think carefully 
about many aspects of water 
safety, as well as practising 
their helmsman skills while 
conducting man overboard 

rescued by the lifeboat crew.
There were plenty of willing 
volunteers ready to accept 
the challenge, providing the 
lifeboat crew with plenty 
of practice of a variety of 

Oban Sea Cadets meet 
on Thursday evenings 
from 7pm until 9pm in the 
cadet building on Tweedale 
Street.

Oban Sea Cadets enjoyed a busy summer including a 
trip on Oban lifeboat. 

Sea cadets gain experience 
with Oban lifeboat crew

Father searches for 
Oban ambulance 
crew 21 years on

MSP welcomes 
moves for 
Crown Estate 
transparency

THE Oban branch of 
Waterstones welcomed 
Portsonachan’s Lady Mary 
McGrigor last week for the 
launch of her new book, 
The Tsar’s Doctor.

The book explores the 
extraordinary life of 
Kincardine doctor James 
Wylie, who became the 
personal physician to a 
succession of Russian Tsars 
in the 19th century.

While one of the most 

country, he did manage 
to embroil himself in 
controversy on more than 
one occasion.

Three year write
Lady McGrigor, who 

has spent the last three 
years writing the book, 
said: ‘He was one of the 
most powerful men in 
Russian politics but he was 

enigmatic. I don’t think 
anyone ever knew what he 
was thinking.’

The Tsar’s Doctor 
unravels the many mysteries 
surrounding Wylie’s life 
and his involvement with 
the Romanov dynasty, 
drawing from contemporary 
evidence and Wylie’s own 
diaries.

Published by Birlinn, The 
Tsar’s Doctor is out now.

Lady McGrigor signs copies of her new book at the launch last Thursday.

New book from Portsonachan writer

SALLY Loudon, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s chief 
executive, is at the forefront 
of driving changes within 
the local authority. 

Despite the worst recession 
and biggest spending cuts 
since the Second World 
War, she is determined to 

and is optimistic about the 
opportunity to improve the 
way the authority works.

The council has produced a 

council leader Dick Walsh 
and his chief executive set 
out its position, plainly and 
honestly. It outlines a number 
of options to consider and 
gives a no-holds-barred 

situation.

choices into the public 
domain on services such as 
elderly care, schools, and 
bin collections in a bid to 
be ‘open and transparent’ 
cannot have been an easy 
decision – but with a good 
response from the public it 
seems to be beginning to pay 
off.

Argyll and Bute Council 
wants communities to 
understand the true picture 
in next year’s budget. 

authority has carried out 
such a comprehensive 
budget consultation exercise 
in its 14-year history. But 

unusual measures. 
Sally Loudon, with the 

advice and support of 
her management team, is 
willing to look at any ‘robust 
strategies’ from people across 
Argyll and Bute to improve 
or safeguard services.

In an exclusive interview 
with The Oban Times she 
said: ‘I do not want the 
budget to come as a surprise 
to anyone.  Taking account 

the grant from the Scottish 
Government and other cost 
pressures facing the council, 
the funding gap is projected 
to be between £9m and 
£13m.’

Losing that amount from 
the budget, she explained, 
will have an impact on every 
area of council life. 

‘There is simply no part of 
the budget which can remain 
unscrutinised in these 
circumstances, and we are 
looking at every area of our 
services in a bid to identify 

said Ms Loudon. 
‘However, this is not just 

about making savings. It’s 
about taking the opportunity 
to look at all areas of council 
expenditure to ensure that we 
are getting the best possible 

Argyll and Bute’s chief executive, Sally Loudon

return for the people of 
Argyll and Bute.

‘At present we are 
undertaking nine service 
reviews – plus reviews 
of the education estate, 
older people’s services and 
learning disability services 
- all of which will inform the 
way forward.

‘But at the same time as 

we are being proactive in 
seeking  potential areas of 
growth and expansion.  As 
an example, we are currently 
in talks with Highland 
Council, NHS Highland and 
others about further sharing 
of service delivery.

‘What we are trying to do 

with our residents and 
encourage them to tell us 
what they think. 

‘We are open to considering 
any and all possibilities. 
If an individual or a group 
comes to the council with 
a robust plan for delivery 
of a particular service then 
we will look at it. But the 
business plan must be 
watertight and it must be 
economically viable.’

The chief executive stressed 
that the budget situation 
is not of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s making, and that 
each of Scotland’s 31 other 
local authorities was facing 
a similar situation. ‘But this 
is a challenge which we will 
meet,’ she added. 

‘We will manage whatever 
resources we have in as 
effective a way as we 
possibly can.’

She accepts that having to 
make 15 per cent savings 
across council services will 
undoubtedly have an impact 
on the council’s 4,500 staff.

‘Unfortunately, given 
the scale of the cuts, this 
is inevitable. But we are 
working exceptionally hard 
to limit this impact, and are 
keeping staff informed of 
any developments,’ she said.

At present the council’s 
salary budget is some £121.8 
million – more than 44 per 
cent of its overall spend.

Ms Loudon said: ‘A few 
months ago we asked all our 
employees for expressions 
of interest in voluntary 
redundancy, and we are 
currently collating the 

‘Decisions about who will 
be accepted for voluntary 
redundancy will be based on 
what is in the best interests of 
the council and the needs of 
their particular service. While 
we need to make savings, we 
also need to make sure that 
we have the right staff in 
place in the future to deliver 

our services.’
There is no doubt that the 

council is under pressure. 
Bruce West, the authority’s 

explains that despite not 

the 2011/12 budget it is 
widely accepted that things 
are going to be tough.

Mr West said: ‘The budget 
from the Government will 

December. Until that point 
we do not know exactly 
what we will have, but we 
are working towards a very 

the one we have a present.’
Sally Loudon continued: 

‘This year we have been 
working on the budget 
for much longer than the 
authority ever has in the 
past. Last year, for instance, 
elected members had four 
weeks to look at budget 
papers before the actual 
budget meeting. This year 
they will have three months. 

‘They are going to have 

decisions to make and we 
want to make sure they have 
all the information and all 
the options before them. 

‘It is ultimately their 
decision to agree the 
changes to be made. They 
are responsible for setting 
a realistic and reasonable 
budget, and our job as 

not only have all the relevant 
information to hand, but 
have it in time to be able 
to make properly thought 
out and informed decisions 
when the time comes.’

Despite the gloomy 

executive drives forward 

constraint is an opportunity. 
She said: ‘Having to take 

such a fundamental look at 
all our areas of operation 
gives the council and the 
people of Argyll and Bute a 
real opportunity for positive 
change.

‘We have already 
received many responses 

and I would encourage 
everyone to play a part in the 
consultation process.

‘At the end of the day, all 
of us who are Argyll and 
Bute residents will feel the 
effects of the savings we 
are going to have to make. 
Our aim is to take our local 
communities with us as we 
discuss how best to minimise 
those effects, and make the 
most positive use of the 
funds we will have.’

and community councils.

At present the council’s 
salary budget is some 
£121.8 million – more 
than 44 per cent of its 
overall spend.

All of us who are 
Argyll and Bute 
residents will feel the 
effects of savings we 
are going to have to 
make.
chief executive Sally 
Louden

Chief executive 
highlights council’s 
funding shortfall

Continued from Page 1

In an exclusive interview with The Oban Times,

Argyll and Bute chief executive Sally Loudon reveals             

the pressure the council is under as it loses between            

£9 million and £13 million in funding over next three years

£300 compensation 
after Oban man 
broke victim’s nose

£340 and ordered to pay 
£300 in compensation this 
week after admitting break-
ing a man’s nose.

Appearing at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday of this 
week, Robert Duncan 
Carson (35), 9f High Street, 
Oban, admitted that, on July 
18, 2009, he assaulted the 
victim by punching him in 
the face.

reduced from £500 as the 
Sheriff accepted that he had 
pled guilty at the earliest op-
portunity.

Former 
Lochgilphead
man crashed near 
Lochawe
A FORMER Lochgilphead 

driving for three months at 
Oban Sheriff Court this week 
after admitting to causing a 
crash on the A85.

Struin Doull (20), who 

Street, Oban admitted that he 
drove carelessly on October 
14, 2009, near Cruachan 
Power Station, Lochawe.

Doull overtook when it 
was not safe to do so, lost 
control of his vehicle, caused 
oncoming vehicles to take 
evasive action, and collided 
with other vehicles .

LAST week’s road closure 
at the A83 Rest and Be 
Thankful was caused by a 
blockage at a roadside cul-

The road was closed on 
Monday, September 13 after 
a landslide covered the A83 
between the Dunoon road 
end (A815) and Butter-
bridge with mud, stones and 
other debris. 

A spokeswoman for Trans-
port Scotland said: ‘The 
slide occurred 500 metres 
away from the road and fol-
lowed the path of a stream 
down to the road where it 
blocked the road culvert 
causing the stream to over-
top the road, dropping loose 
material across the road and 
caused some damage to the 
road embankment.’

Blocked culvert 
caused recent          
Rest and Be 
Thankful landslide

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

AN OBAN woman who 
admitted breaching bail 
terms has been warned she 
could face jail if she doesn’t 
behave in future.

Nicola MacKay (38), of 10 
Columba Court, had admitted 
she conducted herself in a 
disorderly manner and was 
in possession of 2.2g of 
cannabis resin on March 

7, 2010, at Graham Court, 
Oban.

MacKay also admitted that, 
on July 20, at Graham Court, 
she committed a breach of 
the peace, and breached 
the terms of her bail. The 
court heard that MacKay 
had started attending 
Oban Addiction Support 
and Information Services 

(OASIS) to try and deal 
with her alcohol problem 
and had been referred to 
Woman’s Aid with regards 
to relationship issues. 
Sentencing, Sheriff Douglas 
Small said: ‘Failure to 
comply with bail conditions 
carries a potential 12 months 
custodial sentence and 
no doubt if you continue 

behaving like this you will 
end up in Cornton Vale.’

MacKay was ordered to 
serve 130 hours community 
service, reduced from 
200 hours for her early 
guilty plea, and spend 15 
months on probation, with 
conditions.

for possessing cannabis.

Oban woman warned that she faces jail if she breaks bail conditions in the future



YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

14 LETTERS Thursday 23 September, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

This week, our Flashback picture takes us back to 1948/1949 to a school concert organised by Miss Skinner of 
Rockfield Primary School, Oban. The picture shows: back row: John Whyte, Duncan MacDougall, Lynn Darion, 

Adelaide Smith, Janet MacGilp, James MacNeil and Janet Love. Front row: Alan Clarke, Catherine Macphail, 
Sandy Shepard, unknown, Christine Evans, Billy Ferguson, Angus MacGilvary, Jean Galbraith, Margaret Niven 

and Isobel Penrose.
We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban,

Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, 
name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped 

addressed envelope.

GLASGOW LETTER

Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Glasgow Skye 
open with success
I am not sure what the 
committee of the Glasgow 
Skye Association had in 
mind when they decided 
on their singers for their 
opening ceilidh.

Was it to have a mix of 
mature and young or was it 
to showcase those aspiring 
to win a Gold Medal at 
the forthcoming National 
Mod along with those 
who have succeeded in the 
past and ‘have the t-shirt’?  
Perhaps it was neither but 
in any case they certainly 
came up with a winning 
formula as both Joy 
Dunlop and Iain MacLean 
were brave enough to 
give an airing to their 
songs for Caithness  while 
former Mod medallists 
Mairi MacArthur and 
Darren MacLean could 
perform without such 
pressure.  Inevitably 
these are evenings which 
tend to be enjoyed by an 
older audience but I am 
sure many in the younger 
age groups would have 
appreciated the quality of 
this concert.  Does anyone 
have the secret which would 
encourage them to attend?    
It was not all about singing 
and it was a privilege to 
hear the excellent piping 
selections from young 
Mairi MacDonald, taking a 
night off from performing 
with Eriskay Lilt, and the 
accordion playing of Anna 
Fraser, from Callanish in 
Lewis and now spending 
her probationary year as 
Gaelic teacher at Hazelhead 
Academy in Aberdeen.  
From the outset this was a 
relaxed concert with much 
audience participation 
and proceedings were 
ably steered by Malcolm 
Campbell, President of the 
Glasgow Islay Association.  
Perhaps the youngsters 
could be encouraged to 
attend if organisations, 
like the Glasgow Skye, 
advertised the highly 
quality free ‘eats’ provided 
at their functions! 

Comun Taobh an Iar
At their new venue, 

Ellangowan Social Club 
in Milngavie, the local An 
Comun branch got their 
season underway with a 
successful ceilidh.  Singers 
for the evening were Mairi 
MacArthur, Emma Deans, 
Colin Fisher and Calum 
Ross who together with 
instrumentalists piper 
Graham Richardson, 
accordionist Lex Keith 

Callendar ensured that 
the audience were well 
entertained.

A national 
treasure
The 4th annual concert to 
celebrate the music of the 
late Gordon  Duncan will 
take place in Perth Concert 
Hall tomorrow evening 
(Friday) at 7.30pm and 
will see the debut of a 
newly formed band of 
19 young Perthshire 

musicians playing newly 
commissioned pieces 
alongside Martin Bennett’s 
epic MacKay’s Memoirs 
together with some of 
Gordon’s own tunes.  Also 
on the programme will be 
Old Blind Dogs, Seumas 
Begley with guitarist 
Tim Edey, piper Willie 
McCallum, Gallician piper 
Xose Manuel Budino, 
Pitlochry and Blair Atholl 
Pipe Band and Gordon 
Duncan Jnr.

Shinty success
Can a defeat be a success?  

Of course it can and that 
is exactly what Milngavie 
and Bearsden Shinty 
Club’s under 14’s had 
despite being defeated 
by Skye Camanachd in 

last week’s Camanachd 

behind at half-time they 
recovered to lose by 7-3 
a wonderful achievement 
for a club which only came 
into existence a small 
number of years ago.  Well 
done to all concerned.

Gaelic Quiz
Last week’s quiz was again 
very successful with 10 
teams taking part.

The next one will be on 
Wednesday October 20 in 
the Park Bar at 7.30pm.  
Please note that you do 
not have to enter as a team 
so go along and you will 
be allocated a team if you 
wish to take part.

Dates for Diary
Thursday September 
23 Live at the Star, St 
Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Tom McConville 
Band
Saturday September 25  
A National Treasure, 
Perth Concert Hall (see 
above).  Edinburgh Argyll 
Association ceilidh, St 
John’s Episcopal Church 
Hall, Lothian Road, 
7.30pm
Friday October 1 Glasgow 
Islay Association Opening 
Concert, Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, 7.30pm
Saturday October 2 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association, opening 
ceilidh, Partick Burgh 
Halls, 7.45pm.
 Aly Bain and Phil 
Cunningham will play in the 
Public Hall, Crawfordjohn 
on Wednesday September 
29, the  Regal Community 
Theatre , Bathgate, on the 
following evening and 
then in the Queen’s Hall, 
Edinburgh on Saturday 
October 2.

Pub Scene
The Keelies will play in 
the Islay Inn on Friday 
with Crooked Reel on 
Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Pneumatic 
Drills on Friday, Willie 
Cameron/ Martin 
Pottinger on Saturday and 
Don MacDonald/ Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday.

‘What a turn-up’
THE past week certainly 
has been a turn-up for all 
those who forecast that the 
visit of Pope Benedict XV1 
to Scotland and England 
would be an unmitigated 

utterly wrong. The pontiff 
came to us,  summed up: 
as ‘a reactionary academic’ 

should never have been 
invited, especially to pay a 
state visit which meant that 
the British government had 
to meet the bill. Yes, the 
Roman Catholic church 
did contribute. 

The very people 
whom  the Holy Father 
condemned  as ‘the nasty 
face of militant humanism 
shouted the loudest. 
They saw their trenchant 
criticism dismissed 
by many thousands in 
Scotland,  London and 
Birmingham who were 
obviously overjoyed to 
have  this elderly but 

kneel and rise effortlessly 

make a lasting impression 
on so many who had, up 
till now, believed him to 
be the  complete opposite 
of the charismatic Pope 
John Paul who visited our 
shores 28 years ago.

How wrong they were 
proved to be. He came 
across on television and 
to those who met him 
as a very warm, caring 
person who still holds 
some strange views 

no woman whom he could 

knows hundreds of nuns 
dedicated to a spiritual life 
combined with great works 
of necessity and mercy. 
If the domination of all 
professions and callings 
were to remain  all-male  
today we, and the Roman 
Catholic Church, would 
be and is the poorer. Pope 
Benedict XV1 should look 
back over his long life in 
the priesthood and marvel 
at the enormous changes 
he has seen. Three decades 
ago  he would not have 
been making overseas 
pilgrimages, he would not 
have be saying the Mass in 
the vernacular and  getting 
close to ordinary men and 
women.

The heading above is 
from the comment made 
by Cardinal Newman 
when he learned that he, 
a former Anglican prelate 
who converted to Roman 
Catholicism, was to be 
made a ‘Prince of the 
Church’. Now, the militant 
humanists whom the Pope 
so rightly condemned will 

nonsense is just so much 
‘mumbo jumbo’. Well, so 
is their claim that today’s 
men and women don’t 
need a spiritual side to 
their lives as they are the 
complete human being 
in themselves. I defy any 
of them to deny that they 
have not called at times 
of trial and tribulation for 
help from God and been 
guided to a solution to their 
problem. It may not have 
been the most obvious but 
in time they will see it to 
be so.

Lecture and 
honorary 
fellowships
LAST week, the Scottish 

Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at 
Dunstaffnage  was the 
location for this year’s 
University of the Highlands 
& Islands Annual Lecture 
and the award of two 
Honorary Fellowships 
of the UHI Millennium 
Institute which so many of 

designated as: a university 
by Royal Charter next 
year.

It was a very splendid 
occasion even although 
most of us did wonder if 
the giant marquee would 
survive the gale blowing 
outside. It did. The 
Honorary Fellowships went 
to Neal Ascherson, a very 
distinguished journalist 
and author whose family 
have a long connection 
with Mid Argyll and  
Sandy Cumming CBE, 
newly retired as chief 
executive  of Highlands 
& Islands Enterprise who 
has been a champion  of 
both the regeneration of 
the Highlands & Islands 
and of a seat of higher 
learning for the area. THE 
UHI Student of the Year: 
Christopher MacDonald, 
a former television 
cameramen from Lewis, 
who  decided to embark on 
a BSc Engineering degree 
in Renewable Energy as a 
mature student, was also 
honored.

Poul Deghbol, Head 
of Advisory Programme 
International Council for 
the Exploration of the 
Sea, delivered the lecture 
which was stimulating 
and sometimes humorous 
in his condemnation of 
his brother scientists who 
try to blind everyone with 

doesn’t know whether it is 
for ‘saints or sinners’.

‘The Tsar’s Doctor’
Last week, I promised to 
say a little more about 
Lady Mary McGrigor’s 
latest book: ‘The Tsar’s 
Doctor’.  

We launched it in 
Oban and all the copies 
in the shop were sold. 
This week, it is being 
launched in Edinburgh 
at the headquarters of its 
publisher: Birlinn Books.

Someone asked me how 
Dr James Wylie, who was 
eventually made a Baronet 
by the Prince Regent, 
became the Royal medical 
man to three Tsars, and why 
was he in Russia anyway? 
Lady Mary explains that 
Russia was an ideal place 
for penniless physicians of 
an adventurous nature to 
make their fortune. 

Being in the right place 
at the right time made Dr 
Sir James Wylie the court 
doctor as he successfully 
lanced an abscess in Tsar 
Paul’s throat when no 
one else would attempt 
it and saved his life. 
Subsequently, he retained 
the position for the next 
two Tsars:  Alexander 
and Nicolas. He died 
aged 86 and is buried in 
St Petersburg  where a 
military hospital and a 
statue dedicated to him 
still stand.

IT IS always pleasing to see public meetings being held to 
allow the public to have their say on local goings on.

Slightly less pleasing is the sight of public meetings being 
held to allow someone to be ‘open and transparent’ on a 
decision that has already been taken. Surely it would serve 
more purpose if people were open and transparent before 
decisions are made? 

Only then could anyone be certain that the decision taken 
is the one in everyone’s best interests and for the right 
reasons.

Discussion before decision, not after

Sir,
With regards to your front 
page piece last week headed 
‘CHORD cash adds to 
debts’.

Funding capital investment 
by borrowing is neither 
‘bonkers’ nor akin to 
the ‘credit card culture’. 
Other than grant funding, 
borrowing is the only way 
in which councils can access 
money for large scale capital 
funding.

Whilst owners and 
shareholders invest funds 
in a business which can 
then be used to fund capital 
investment, there is no similar 
funding for councils. Without 
borrowing there would be 
no capital expenditure on 
roads, schools or other local 
government services. 

Borrowing is not a reckless 
last resort but a structured 
approach to managing capital 
investment whilst seeking 
to ensure that those who 

contribute to its cost. If 
capital investment was 
funded by current income 
it would result in capital 
investment in any one year 
being paid for by the tax 
payer in that year, whilst 

investment in later years 
make no contribution.

It is a common basis for 
funding capital investment 
in public services throughout 
the world.

Based on the unaudited 
accounts, Argyll and Bute 

with a value of £471m at 31 
March 2010. 

The council could borrow 
or have long term liabilities 
of up to £274m, but at 31 
March only had borrowings 
or long term liabilities 

of £231m or 49%. 

of these borrowings and long 
term liabilities is around 
15% of the council’s annual 

excessive proportion.
It is also worth bearing 

in mind that all forms of 

cost, whether this is interest 
paid to lenders, a dividend 
to shareholders or other 
payments to the owners of a 
business.

I hope this helps to reassure 
readers there is nothing 
reckless in the council’s 
approach to funding capital 
investment.
Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre
Chair, Oban CHORD 
Project Board

Borrowing is 
council’s only 
option

Concern over 
methadone
Sir,
I refer to Fred Hall’s letter 
on methadone usage on 
the Oban Times of 17th 
September. 

My party leader Annabel 
Goldie and the Scottish 
Conservatives share Mr 

about the number of people 
being parked on methadone. 

There are around 1,000 
people joining the Scottish 
Drugs Misuse Database 
every month 42 per cent 
of addicts have dependent 
children - children living 
in desperate circumstances 
who deserve so much better.

Scottish Conservatives 
pushed through a new national 
drugs strategy because we 
knew the focus of drug 
treatment had to be shifted 
to effective recovery. I am 
proud of that achievement, 
but we desperately need the 
SNP Government to start 
implementing it at grassroots 
level.

both the addict and the 

every £1 spent on treating 
addicts saves nearly £10 in 
other budgets.

The new political will forged 
by the Conservatives must be 
delivered by the government 
on the ground. Drug abuse 
ruins lives, destroys families 
and scars communities. 
Scottish Conservatives are 
determined to make the 
difference.
Jamie McGrigor MSP

Shock over pontoon 
decision
Sir,
Having been in charge of 
the pontoons which were 
situated at the South Pier 
from 1981 to 1989 until 
displaced by the then Oban 
Waterfront Development, 
which, incidentally, 
promised yacht pontoons, I 
was shocked to read of the 
council’s rejection of the 
present proposals.

Few are aware of the huge 
spend generated by that 
modest facility which was 
run by an unpaid committee 

time, the main supermarket, 
William Low, employed a 
person to collect trolleys 
from the South Pier, not 
blaming the yachtsmen 
for not returning them, but 
stating that they would be 
happy to retrieve them, such 
was the spend generated.   
We are all aware that much 
of supermarket spend does 
not remain in Oban but 

this is a potent indicator of 
potential.

In my current position as 
a Sea Safety Advisor for the 
RNLI  I have, for the last 
10 years, travelled around 
yacht havens and marinas 
throughout Scotland and 
Northern and Southern 
Ireland and I am left in now 
doubt as to the value of 
such facilities.   Highland 
region has, for many years 
now, installed excellent 
facilities for yachtsmen, in 
all the places they visit, big 
and small, and were, only 
a few days ago, trumpeting 
improved pontoons and 
mooring facilities at Mallaig.   
They seem to know on which 
side their bread is buttered!

When the weather is poor, 
as it can be, yachts with 
families aboard gravitate 
to places were they can 
go ashore, entertain their 
families, and, in doing so 
spend money.   Twenty 

modest facility was doing 
just that with these people 
frequenting the town, the 
hotels for meals, drinks and 
showers, the cinema, the 
swimming pool, the shops, 
the Sealife centre  and any 

to pass the time.   This was 
going on when more mobile 
visitors were heading East 
for better weather.   The 
problem is that cruising 
yachting families look much 
like anyone else and are not, 
generally, recognised as 
such.

Oban Marina, located at 
Kerrera, have, to their credit, 
supported this development 
recognising that it is no threat 
to their business.   They are 
in the business of providing 
long term mooring facilities 
whereas the proposed Oban 
development was solely for 
the short term visitors, i.e. the 
spenders.   The two facilities 
complement each other 
beautifully, each providing 
business for the other.

been done in Oban in a long 
time and, given the loss of 
this hugely important project, 
to which many in Oban, 
recognising its importance 

I suspect that, come the next 
council elections, people will 
not forget and that the coats 
of the councillors concerned, 
could be, as they say, on a 
shoogly peg!
J Patrick Maclean, Oban

Sir,
Following the recent success 
of the Oban High School 
Pipe Band we have been 
overwhelmed by letters, 
emails and comments of 

Young pipers give 
town a great lift

congratulations. It would 
appear that their achievements 
have had a major impact on 
the community and indeed 
given the whole town a great 
lift.

To rise to the pinnacle 
of World Champions and 
Champions of Champions is 
quite remarkable considering 
the band was only formed 

course this is the result of a 
great deal of hard work and 
dedication, not just by the 
players but also by a huge 
support team.

Our sincere thanks go to Mr 
Bain, head teacher, and all the 
staff at OHS, the parents of 
our players, the local people, 
businesses and companies of 
Oban and beyond, Argyll & 
Bute Council, the police and 
the tourists, all of whom has 
contributed to the success of 
the band. 

It goes without saying that 
without the time and effort 

Major Angus MacColl and 
drum tutors Bobbie Davie 
and Stevie Kilbride they 
would not have achieved 
their goal. The band are 
aware how lucky they are 
to have these superb tutors 
and we cannot thank them 
enough for their total belief 
in these young people.

In these days when there 
is so much bad press 
regarding the young people 
in our society it has been a 
huge privilege to have been 
involved with this group of 
teenagers.

To reach the level they have 
achieved has required an 
immense amount of practice 
and commitment and their 
success is so thoroughly 
deserved. Throughout all 
the ups and downs of the 
competition season they 
have, at all times and 
without exception, carried 
themselves with dignity and 
pride and are a credit to their 
parents, the school and Oban 
in general.

As a result of their success 
the 2010 competition band 
will now be promoted to 
the juvenile grade for the 
next season where the bar 
will be raised even higher, 
however never one to rest on 
his laurels, Angus has a new 
young Novice Juvenile Band 
waiting in the wings.
Several of our senior 
members have now 
‘graduated’ from the high 
school band and will move 
on to Oban Pipe Band. This 
was always part of the plan 
in forming a youth pipe band 
and it is hoped that as time 
goes on the Oban band will 

wish them every success.
Ailsa Leadbetter, Secretary 
Oban and Lorn Youth Pipe 
Band Association
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What makes Skye a special 
place for you, Tommy?
Well, I am comfortable here 
and I am at home here. A lot 
of my friends live here and 
I am able to make a living. 
I love the landscape and the 
weather – even when it’s 
bad.

Being involved in a 
community this size is far 
better than being in a city – 
there you are just a number.
Were you born on Skye?
No, I was born in Lerwick, 
in 1947. My mother was a 
Shetlander and my father 
was from Portree. We moved 
to Portree in 1948. I went 
to Portree Primary School 
and Portree High School, 
and it was a fantastic time.
We had no TV then, which 
probably saved us in a 
way. The summers seemed 
warmer and we were outside 
all the time swimming in the 
rivers or the sea, building 
bogies, making rafts - they 
were very happy times.
Do you have a favourite 
place on the island, Tommy?
Well, that’s got to be the 
landscape of the north, the 
storrs and the Quiraing. A 
lot of my work is taken from 
there. I’ll take photos or 
sketches and bring them back 
to the studio as a basis for the 
etchings I take my prints off.
The printing technique is 
called mezzotint. You start 
with a polished copper plate, 
on which you stipple tiny 
pits with a rocker, a half-
moon shaped tool with 120 
tiny needles. You crisscross 
the plate with it hundreds of 
times until you get an effect 
like sandpaper.

Then you scrape the 
roughened plate back down 

ARTIST, printmaker and picture framer 

Tommy MacKenzie runs his own art 

gallery in a small studio high above 

busy Wentworth Street in Portree.

Chieftain of Isle of Skye Highland 

Games until the committee decides 

who his successor will be next March, 

Tommy, aged 63, was something of a 

rambling rover until he got the chance 

to return to the island 25 years ago.

In his varied life, Tommy had a year at 

Dundee College of Art in 1964-5 before 

working as a proofreader with DC 

Thomson in Dundee.

A spell as a labourer in Glasgow, a bus 

conductor in Glasgow and London 

and a spinner in a Portree woollen 

mill followed - amongst other things. 

In the early ‘70s Tommy graduated 

from Hornsea and Wimbledon College 

of Art in London, but was generally 

broke and worked at the Kishorn oilrig 

construction yard before trying his luck 

in Nova Scotia.

Back in Glasgow by 1978, Tommy 

worked in a print studio for seven years, 

a stint that included part time teaching 

at HM Prison Barlinnie and the Central 

College of Commerce.

When the chance came in 1985 to 

open his own studio back in Portree, 

Tommy did not think twice – and he 

has been there ever since.

Here, Tommy explains to Oban Times
reporter Stephen Norris why the Isle of 

Skye is so special to him.

Tommy MacKenzie: well-kent face around the Isle of Skye and Portree.                    
10_f39tommy02

to the smooth surface to 
leave the etching you want 
to print from.

It’s not a forgiving process 
– if you make a mistake 
you can’t go back. It takes a 
couple of weeks to prepare a 

get around 60 prints from it 
because the action of the one 
and a half ton press gradually 

etching on the copper.
Most of the work I have 

done is of the north – and the 
Cuillins of course.’
What are the biggest 
changes on Skye 
since your childhood?
Well, Portree has got two or 
three times the size it was 

more people. When I was 
a child the population was 
dropping very rapidly and 
that’s now turned around. 
But in the outer isles the 
population is still falling.
How inportant is tourism 
to Skye, Tommy?

It’s extremely important and 
without it we would be sunk 
– but I do feel we are over-
reliant on it.

Tourism is where all the 
investment has gone, but it is 
a tremendously short season 
for most folk. We only get 
get about six weeks here in 
July and August. The early 
season has gone. We used 
to get a whole lot of people 
coming then to Skye. It is all 
continentals and backpackers 
for two months of the year 
and that’s it.

Hotels shut down, people 
employed for the season 
are put out of work and the 
immigrant workers either go 
back home or down south to 
go to college.

We need more light industry 
and renewable industries like 
wind and tidal power –  those 
things have a positive effect 
on the economy because 
they bring in all-year-round 
jobs.

We also have the crofting 

are a moveable feast too 
because they don’t know 
whether they will get the 

produce.
‘A lot of people went out 

of sheep farming before 
last year because it was not 
sustainable. Now sheep 
prices are better, but cattle 
prices went down – so people 
who are involved in both are 
probably no better off.
Do you have a favourite 
time of year, Tommy?
Probably about this time - the 
middle of September - either 
that, or the spring. In mid-
summer or mid-winter the 
light is not the same. There’s 
something nice about spring 
and autumn. Those are the 
times when the seasons 
change so quickly - and one 
thing’s for sure, the older 
you get, the quicker they 
change. For your 10 years 
between 15 and 25, that’s 
when everything happens 
and time has no meaning. 
On the other hand, between 

past - but that’s not unique 
to me!
Describe Skye to someone 
who has never been to the 
island before.
‘Skye is an island that is 
really two islands with the 
Cuillins in the middle.

South and north Skye are 
completely different places. 
The people are different as 
well, when you get to know 
the nuances of the folk.

It’s probably to do with 
the landscape. In the north, 
where the land is more rocky 
and barren, people tend to be 

the ‘Garden of Skye’, folk 
tend to be more easy going. 

Having said that, I think 
all that has become more 

the incomers. That, I think, 
is generally to be welcomed.

Canada compare with that 
round Skye,Tommy?
In Nova Scotia the authorities 

really look after the lobster 

needs a licence. They set that 
system up because of over 

‘yachties’ attaching a creel 
to the anchor chain when 
they moored.

Now if you get caught 

doing that, they take the 
boat off you. That soon put 
a stop to it. It’s maybe a 
bit draconian, but it paid 
dividends and the lobster 

Here in Skye the lobster 

this year and the salmon 
seem to have come back - 

Portree Harbour: a busy leisure and fishing port. 10_f39tommy04

there’s plenty in the rivers. 
Having said that, there’s 
no mackerel this year.
The Faroese and the Icelanders 
are hovering them up, but 
whether that’s anything to 
do with it I don’t know.
It’s maybe just a seasonal 
blip. One good year like 
last year does not mean 
you have a total recovery. 
We don’t have a mackerel 

from the boys that go out 
to catch mackerel that 

What do you feel about 
efforts to strengthen 
Gaelic on Skye?
It is important to encourage 
the language, but I think a 
standalone Gaelic primary 
in Portree is a bad idea - 
and a lot of Gaelic speakers 
here think that as well.
It would create two primary 
campuses and I don’t 
think that’s right.  Gaelic 
is never going to be the 
language of the playground.
Having said that the language 
seems to be in a pretty 
healthy state, but I don’t 
think they have to have it 
in isolation from an English 
medium school.
What’s the biggest challenge 
facing Skye, Tommy?
Sustaining a healthy 
workforce and all-year- 
round employment must 
be the number one priority 
for the island. When 
there’s no work there’s no 
likelihood of creating a 
strong economy on Skye.
We have quite a number of 
retired people who come up 
to Skye. 

Some close their eyes to 
everything, but there are 
many others who come here 
and want to get involved in 
the community. They are of 

What about the future?
I think the recession will 
hit Skye particularly hard. 
There’s a real lack of building 
work just now and that’s 
having a big effect on jobs.
A lack of employment is the 
biggest problem we face at 
the moment.

Entry to the Cuillins: the mountain path near Sligachan.

Tommy MacKenzie at 
work etching a copper 
plate in his studio. 
10_f39tommy01

Bid for marine jobs boost
A BID to establish the west coast of 
Scotland as a centre of worldwide 

boost for the area.
The area’s two local enterprise 

companies have joined forces for a 
£60,000, 18-month initiative which 
will be spearheaded by one of Europe’s 
leading marine experts.

Lochaber Limited and Argyll and 
Islands Enterprise say the spectacular 
coastline already generates hundreds 
of jobs and millions of pounds through 

But they believe the marine 

and hope their Marine Resource 
Initiative can sensitively bring in 
maximum results, in particular through 
linking existing business expertise in 

to private sector businesses.
Lochaber Limited chief executive 

Douglas MacDairmid said the area 
already boasted one of the best 
concentrations of research and 
development facilities in Europe. 

He said centres such as the Dunstaffnage 
Marine Laboratory by Oban and the 
Sea Fish Industry Authority’s unit at 
Ardtoe in Auchnamurchan were ‘the 
equivalent of a university of the marine 
environment’.

Acting chief executive of Argyll 
and Islands Enterprise Neil Francis 
said: ‘Given the existing wealth of 
expertise in Argyll and Lochaber and 
the presence of many businesses in the 

this initiative as an engine to create new 
jobs.’

Dr Alastair Bullock, until recently 
acting director at Dunstaffnage, will 
lead the Marine Resource Initiative 
and an industry led steering group will 
provide a forum for debate and ideas.

Argyll power giant reaches 
30-year milestone

reversible pumped storage hydro-
electric scheme in the world, is 
celebrating its 30th birthday.

Opened in 1965, the scheme was 
acclaimed as a triumph of British 

engineering and a landmark in power 
generation.

along with civic dignitaries will be 
among those invited to attend the 
celebrations.

For three decades now Cruachan, near 
Loch Awe, has supplied huge quantities 
of energy to Scottish homes, commerce 
and industry, producing around 450 
million units of electricity annually.

The scale of the enterprise is 
spectacular. A huge dam impounds 
waters in a vast windswept Corrie high 
on Ben Cruachan to create a man made 
loch. These are released to drive giant 
generators located in a vast machine hall 
hewn out of the heart of the mountain 
1,200 ft below, before being discharged 
into Loch Awe.

As part of the birthday celebrations 
open days will be held at the power 
station allowing people to see Cruachan 
at work.

Staff at the power station, along with 
their invited guests, will also be marking 
the occasion on October 13 with a 
celebratory dinner dance in McTavish’s 
Kitchens, Oban.

FORT WIL

Telephone:
01631 568000

Interested in advertising 
in My Island?

Next week -  Iona

advertising team on 01631 568000



TIREE
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £75 Benview  £74 
4 Gott  £67.50 and £62.50
10 Crossapol.
TexelX: £65.50 – 6 Barrapol  
£65 6 Crossapol  £63.50
Ardmay  £61.50  Sandaig.
CheviotX: £53.50 9 Vaul
Cross: £58.50  Dunbeag
Gimmers
TexelX: £140  Druimfhrao-
ich and The Croft  £130  
Hillcrest  £120  10 Kilmol-
uaig and Hillcrest 
CheviotX: £140  Croish
£120  The Croft.
Cross: £110  10 Kilmoluaig.
Ewe lambs:
SuffolkX: £71 10 Crossapol
CheviotX: £90 Croish
Ewes
SuffolkX: £92.00  2/15 Ba-
levullin  £88 2 Heylipol  £87 
Benview  £81 Drumaglea
£80 2/15 Balevullin  £70 
Whitehouse  £69  8 Kilmol-
uaig  £68 Lochphuil  £64 
Garaphail  £60 5 Kilmol-
uaig.
TexelX: £81 Ardmay  £64 4 
Kilkenneth  £61 9 Vaul  £60 
Lochphuil.
CheviotX: £72.00  Hillcrest  
£66 Croish  £60 Hillcrest
£46 6 Barrapol.
BeltexX: £72 2 Kilkenneth.
Cross: £92 2 Kilkenneth

£80 Druimasaidh  £79 8 Kil-
moluaig  £71 Heylipol Farm  
£70  Sandaig  £67 Benview
£65 8 Kilmoluaig.
Blackface: £43 5 Balemar-
tine
Rams
Texel: £520  2/15 Balevullin  
£300 and £280  Ruaig
Suffolk: £300(2) and £200 
– 2/15 Balevullin.

DALMALLY  United 
Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX £55 Glenshellach 
and Cour Lodge.
TexelX £55 Ballymeanach, 
Mull.
Cross £55.50  Ardchonnel 
Croft
Blackface £54 Lurignish
£53 Benmore and Dunloskin 
£52.50  Invernahyle and 
Littleport  £51.50  Brack-
ley  £51 Balliemeanoch
£50.50  Achnacarron and 
Fearnoch  £50 Leachive, 
Blarghour and Auch  £49.50  
Stroneskar and Killundine 
Estate £49 Dunloskin Farm
£47.50  Cuilaine  £47 Ed-
erline Estate, Glenshellach 
and Musdale Farm  £45.50
Cladich Farm.
Rams
Cheviot £140. Ruairigan, 
Mull.
Ewes

Blackface £44.50  Barbreck  
£44 Craig  £41.50 High 
Balantyre  £41 Glenstrae.
Prices per kilo
Lambs
SuffolkX 194p  Couston 
Farm  185p  Barbreck Farm.
TeXelX 186p  Evanachan  
183p Ballymeanach, Mull
181p  High Balantyre.
Cross 196p  Ederline Estate.
Blackface 184p  Brackley
182p  Balliemeanoch  181p
Littleport  180p Achnacar-
ron  179p  Auch Estate  
175p  Invernahyle.

ISLAY                 
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX £68 Pairc A 
Chlassan  £66.50  Coull Farm  
£66.Ardbeg  £65.  Balimartin  
£64.50  Kilchiaran  £64 Coull 
Farm, Octofad, Starchmill 
and Duich  £63.50  Octofad 
and Coillabus  £63 Pairc A 
Chlassan  £62.50  Octofad  
£62 Stanalane and Ardnave  
£61.50  Ardtalla Estate, 
Kilchiaran and Duich  £60.50  
Octofad and Ballinaby  £60 
Pairc A Chlassan and Duich.
TexelX £67 Ardbeg  £66 
Lossit  £65.50  Coull, 
Mulindry and Torrabus  £64 
Balaclava  £63.50  Gartloist 
and Stanalane  £62.50  Coull  
£62 Balaclava  £61.50  
Mulindry  £61 6 Bayview  

£60.50  Torrabus.
BelteX £65 6 Bayview.
CheviotX £65 Aoradh  
£63.50  Tallant  £60 Duich.
Cross £66 Coull Farm  £64.50  
Grulinbeg  £62 Achnaclach  
£61 Coillabus  £60.50  Lossit  
£60 Coull and Coille Farm.
Mule £57 Corrary Farm.
Blackface £62. Ardnave 
Farm  £61.50 and £54.50  
Lossit Farm
Ewe lambs
£75 Aoradh
Wedders
£63.50 Coillabus  £57.50 
Ardnave
Ewes
Suffolk £80 6 Bayview
TexelX £70.50  Ardbeg  
£70 Island Farm  £63.50  
Mulindry Farm
CheviotX £68.50Aoradh
Cross £66.50  15 West End  
£62.50  Coillabus  £60  
Ardnave
Mule £69.50  Ardbeg Farm
Rams
£128  Ardbeg Farm
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX 180p  Kintra  168p  
Octofad  166p  Achnaclach 
and  Ballinaby  162p  
Kintra.
TexelX 198p  Balaclava  177p  
Carrabus  176p Balaclava  
171p  15 West End
CheviotX 165p Aoradh
Cross 172p  Woodend  163p  
Ardnave and Coillabus  

162p  Coille farm  161p  
Woodend.
Mule 173p and 166p  
Ballachlaven  166p  Coille 
Farm.
Blackface 159p  Coillabus  
147p Ardnave Farm.  

 FORT WILLIAM 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs
TeXel  8 KilvaXter, Kilmuir, 
Isle of Skye, £67; 
Cross 9 Bunlossit, Roy 
Bridge, £59.50; 
Cheviot Glenborrodale 
Farmhouse £57.50; 
SuffolkX  Balmaglaster, 
Spean Bridge, £54; Cha-
rollaisX 9 Bunlossit, £52.50; 
Mule – 8 KilvaXter, £52.50; 
Blackface 9 Bracara, Morar, 
£52.50;
Suffolk 18 Blarmacfoldach, 
Fort William, £49.
Feeding sheep 
Cheviot 1 Glebehill, Kil-
choan, £65; 
Lleyn Gorten, £58; 
Cross 6 Bunacaimbe, Ari-
saig, £47;
Blackface Ben Talla, Kil-
choan, £45.

STORNOWAY  
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

SuffolkX  5 East Street, 
Sandwick, £61 25 Lower 
Barvas, Stornoway, £56. 
Cheviot 15 Knock, Point, 
£60.50, 34 Newmarket, 
£56.50;
TeXel 34 Newmarket, £60
Cross Dell Farm, Ness, 
£58.00, 10 Swordale, Point, 
£54.00;
TeXelX 2 Flesherin, Point, 
£58.00, 28 Lower Barvas, 
£56.50;
Suffolk 15 Vatisker, £56.00; 
BelTeXelX 1 Gress, Back, 
£52.00;
CharollaisX 9 Knock, Point, 
£51.00;

-
tage, Sandwick, £48.00, 8 
South Dell, £47.50. 

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs
Blackface: Achintee, Strath-
carron, £60, Tulloch Farm, 
Dingwall, £57, Unakille 
Sheep Stock Club, Skeabost 
Bridge, and Drynie Farm, 
Dingwall, £54; 
Cheviot: Pairc a Chaphtain, 
Skeabost Bridge, £56, 
Burnside, Bonar Bridge, 
and 13 Peinchorran, Braes, 
£55, Corrachie, Dornoch,, 
160 Upper Morness, Rogart, 
Dalreoch Farm, Strathrus-
dale, and Wester Alligan 
Grazings, Torridon, £54; 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd., sold 4,004 
sheep at Stornoway on Tuesday when a large show 
of long keeping lambs sold at very satisfactory 
rates.

Store lambs averaged £38.64 and sold to £68 for a 
Texel from 34 Newmarket, Stornoway.

Feeding sheep sold to £48 for Crosses from 6 
Tobson, Bernera.

UNITED Auctions  
sold 4,897 prime sheep 
including 4015 lambs 
averaging 154.4p/kg 
(+5.1p/kg) and 882 ewes 
and rams at Stirling last 
Thursday when Texel 
lambs from Muirside of 
Kinnedar sold to £88.50, 
with Mill of Montague 
selling Suffolks to £79. 

Machribeg sold Mules to 
£72.50, while Dall sold 
Blackfaces to £70.50.

Kipperoch sold Texels 
to 193p with Carskiey 
selling Suffolks to 
170p.

Easter Gormyre sold 
Texel ewes to £83, while 
Auchnasavil sold Texel 
rams to £93.50.

OVER £1.2million in grants 
was allocated to crofters 
in Argyll, Skye and the 
Western Isles last year to 
help build or improve their 
homes.

Housing grants 

Crofters’ Commission 
annual report show that the 
Croft House Grant Scheme 
approved 70 applications 
from the areas during the 

the majority of the cash 
going towards improving 
homes.

The number of approved 
applications is slightly up on 

applications were approved.
Nationally, nearly 

£1.8million in croft housing 
grants were approved.

While working to keep 
people on the land, the 
Commission has also been 
working to return people to 
their crofts. 

Some 86 absentee cases 
were concluded between 
January and March of this 
year, of which 67 have now 
returned to their land.  Four 

were from Skye. 

Six of the absentees had 
died and six crofts were 
assigned by the absentee to 
new tenants.

However, a further seven 
crofts have been assigned 
to tenants who have not yet 
moved onto the land.

There is much work for the 
commission to do though, 
with 1,972 absentees 
registered as of January this 
year. Of those, 890 have 
been absent for 10 years or 
more.

Nick Reiter, the chief 
executive of the Crofters’ 
Commission, said the 
report demonstrated their 
commitment to ensuring 
crofts remain occupied and 
in use.

He said ‘Crofting remained 
high on the political agenda 
with a year of debate and 
change but the Commission 

keystones to crofting are, 
occupancy, active land use 
and shared management.

‘The new Occupancy 
Initiative began in January 
with a clear mandate 
from Scottish Ministers to 
identify crofts which have 
been absent and unused. 

‘The passing of the 
Crofting Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2010 will create new 
opportunities and challenges 
which I know the new 
Crofting Commission will 
rise to.’

Commitment 
Argyll and Bute councillor 

Robin Currie is also a board 
member of the Crofters’ 
Commission.

He believes the report 
underlines the commission’s 
commitment to crofting.

He said ‘We’re certainly 
doing all we can to get 
people staying and working 
on the crofts, but we do 
accept that there are many 
crofters, particularly on the 
islands, that do have to leave 
because of lack of work.

‘We do, however, take 
into account those people 
who are away from their 
croft temporarily for work 
offshore or at CalMac for 
example. As long as their 
croft is their main home 
base.

‘I think the initiatives that 
are ongoing will work and 
hopefully it will help more 
people living and working 
the crofts.’

DINGWALL and 
Highland Marts Ltd., 
sold 3,544 store sheep 
of all classes at Fort 
William last Friday when 
all classes met a highly 
satisfactory trade.

Lambs averaged 

£40.74 per head and 
sold to £67 for Cheviots 
from National Trust For 
Scotland, Isle of Canna.

Feeding sheep sold to 
£92 for Suffolk ewes 
from 1 Bunacaimbe, 
Arisaig.

A COMMUNITY crofting 
initiative on Colonsay has 
proved so popular that only 
one croft is left on offer to new 
crofters.

New crofts
Some years ago The Colonsay 

Community Development 
Company (CCDC) decided to 
purchase two parcels of croft 
land from established crofters 

new bare-land crofts.
It was hoped at the time it 

would attract younger people 
to Colonsay to make the island 
their home and so far it’s proved 

a tremendous success.
CCDC’s Andrew MacGregor 

said ‘Colonsay Community 
Development Company 
has now signed a minute of 

of a community owned croft. 
Tenancies have also been 
offered to three other applicants 
and the legal process put in 
motion to let these other crofts.

‘That now leaves only one 
croft on offer to new crofters.’

Mr MacGregor said the 
process had taken longer than 
originally anticipated due to the 
credit crunch.

UNITED Auctions held their fourth sale of all 
classes lambs  and sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart 
last Saturday when 3,876 was sold.

All classes maintained levels obtained at earlier 
sales with top draw Blackface wedder lambs looking 

Suffolk cross hill lambs from Glenshellach and 
Cour Lodge, Spean Bridge sold to £55 whilst 
Ballymeanach, Mull sold Texel crosses (30k) to 
£55.

Blackface wedder lambs averaged £42.76 and sold 
to £54 from Lurignish.  Cross lambs from Ederline 
Estate sold to 196 pence per kilo and Brackley Farm, 
Dalmally led the top call per kilo for Blackface 
wedder lambs at 184pence.

Ruairegan, Mull, sold Cheviot rams to £140 twice.

UNITED Auctions held their second sale of 3,698 
lambs and sheep at Islay Auction Mart last Friday.  

A good following of mainland buyers were in 
attendance and all stock was easily cleared at 
satisfactory rates.

The 3,098 lambs sold to a top of £68 from Pairc-a-
Chlassan and averaged £58.42 for all classes.

Cast ewes from 6 Bayview sold to £80 whilst cast 
rams from Ardbeg sold to £128.  

Lambs sold to 198 pence per kilo for Texel crosses 
from Balaclava.

UNITED Auctions 
held their second sale 
of lambs, also sale of 
breeding and feeding 
sheep at Tiree Auction 
Mart last Thursday.  

Lambs continued to sell 

for Suffolk crosses from 
Benview, Kilmoluaig.  

Breeding rams were 
easily sold and sold to 
a top of £520 for Texels 
from 2/15 Balevullin.

Gimmers from 
Druimfhroach, Croish 
and The Croft sold to 
£140.

Ewe lambs from 
Croish sold to £90 for 
Cheviot Mules.

Feeding ewes were 
in strong demand with 
Suffolk’s from 2/15 
Balevullin selling to 
£92 and Crosses from 2 
Kilkenneth also fetching 
£92.

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is to take a common sense 
approach to enforcing 
the use of new electronic 

problems continue to dog 
the system.

Regulations amended in 
2007 require all sheep and 
goats born after January 2010 
to have a microchip implant 
to improve traceability and 

But a series of complications 
have prevented universal 
compliance, including 
confusion in the industry 
and issues relating to 
the availability, price 
and accuracy of tags and 
readers.

Rather than adopt a hard 
line against those farmers 

who have yet to meet the 
tagging requirements, the 
council will implement a 
‘pragmatic’ approach to 
enforcement for the 2010/11 
season.

Measures include seeking 
compliance through 
advice and assurance to 
the industry, assessing the 
systems currently used 
by market operators and 
by matching information 
available through the 
Scottish Animal Movement 
Unit database against local 
records.

breach of regulations, sheep 
and goat movement will be 
prohibited.

United Auction’s director 
Donald Morrison admits 

that the new system has 
proved problematic for a 
number of reasons.

He said: ‘It’s only just 
come into force and to be 
perfectly honest I’m happy 
to admit that there’s still a 
lot of trial and error.

‘There is a cost implication; 
the ordinary tags cost 
around eight to ten pence 
each, while the electronic 
tags cost 70-75pence. 

‘The whole thing is though; 
how does a farmer up in the 
hills read the tags with the 
reader wands?’

John Broadfoot, general 
manager of Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) Ltd, 

needed on whether error 
rates will affect single farm 

payments. He said: ‘Say 
you buy 100 lambs and we 
get readings for 90, what do 
you do with the other 10?

‘I think the preference 
would be, speaking from a 
personal point of view, for 
access to the EID (Electronic 

the responsibility is taken 
away from the market.’

With reader systems 
costing marts approximately 
£20,000 – offset by a 
maximum government 
grant of £12,000 - Mr 
Broadfoot agrees that cost 
is an issue, but said the 
speed of sales has not been 
affected either way, adding 
that the accuracy of the 
tags and readers has proved 
acceptable so far.
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Dalmally maintains current lamb 
market momentum

Texel rams sell to £520 at Tiree sale

Islay Texel lambs sell to 198p/kilo

Canna Cheviots lead Fort William

Long keep lambs sell well in Lewis

Machribeg Mules sell at Stirling 
prime sheep sale

Council take common 
sense stand on ear tagging

Isle of Colonsay croft 
project proves popular

The new electronic sheep tagging regulationa still leave 
many practical questions unanswered

Market reports

Croft House Grant Scheme 
approves £1.8 million spend 
Crofters’ Commission annual report highlights 

attention focussing on 2,000 absentee crofters
NERIBY has been toasting 
success in this year’s Islay 
Beef Herd Competition after 
winning the overall herd 
prize.

Bob Cunninghame, who 
runs the farm near Bridgend 
won the team of calves and 
team of cows section, as well 
as the overall award.

He also placed second 
in the individual cow and 
individual calf sections.

It was also a good 
competition for Aoradh, 
which was joint winner 

alongside Knocklearch and 
collected two second places 
and two third places.
Results
Individual Cow: 
1 Blackrock, 2 Neriby, 3 
Aoradh.
Team of Cows: 1 Neriby, 2 
Blackrock, 3 Aoradh. 
Individual Calf: 1 Knock-
learch, 2 Neriby, 3 Aoradh. 
Team of Calves: 1 Neriby, 2 
Aoradh, 3 Kilbride. 

Knocklearch and Aoradh. 
Highland Herd: 1 Carrabus. 
Small Herd: 1 Cruach, 
2 Torrandaroch, 3 Bal-
lymeanch.
Native Breed Herd: 1 
Craigens.
Best Overall Herd: 1 Ner-
iby, 2 Aoradh, 3 Kilbride.

Neriby
takes Islay 
herd title

THE Scottish Crofting 
Federation (SCF) launched a 
new training programme for 
crofters and small landholders 
in Oban last week, as part of its 
25th annual gathering.

18 month programme 
The pilot programme, entitled 

Crofters and Small Landholders 
Skills for the 21st Century, 
introduces new crofters to the 
trade, covering all aspects of 
crofting, such as tenancy and 
ownership laws, to livestock, 
land management, marketing 
and wildlife conservation.

The courses will be delivered 
Argyll and the Islands, and six 
other areas across Scotland: 
Inverness and East Highland, 
Skye, Wester Ross, Lochalsh, 
the Western Isles, Northern 
Isles, Moray, Badenoch and 
Strathspey, Caithness and 
Sutherland.

SCF say the 18 month 
programme is in response to the 
pressing need for appropriate 
and affordable training in 
the crofting sector. It will 
compliment the existing SCF/
Soil Association Crofting 
Connections programme, 
which provides crofting, 
land management and food 
production skills to secondary 
pupils in 23 schools across the 

crofting counties.
During the life of the project 

it expects to provide training 
to around 210 people at entry 
level, and 420 on the practical 
skills programme.  They will 
be delivered by specialists and 
accredited practical trainers 
who are themselves in tune 
with the small scale nature of 
crofting and smallholding in the 
Highlands.

While the Entry Level course 
is aimed at aspiring and new 
entrant crofters and small 
landholders, it is expected that 
the courses will also attract 
existing crofters looking to 
develop their skills and ensure 
they are keeping up to date with 
law and industry approved good 
practice.

John Bannister, SCF’s 
Training Manager, said: ‘The 
Federation’s aim is to underpin 
and develop appropriate skills 
for crofters, smallholders 
and rural contractors in the 
Highlands and Islands area.

‘The skills programme in 
particular will be delivered 
through a structured system 
conforming to a range of National 
Occupational Standards which 

by LANTRA in consultation 
with crofters and smallholders.’

Training programme for 
crofters launched at Oban
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WINTERING
AVAILABLE

for approx 
350 Hoggs
Telephone 

01343 821042 or 
0785 7612394

LIMOUSIN  BULL 

FOR SALE
8 years old. 
Telephone

01397 701682

TRACTORS
desperately wanted for export

Zetor, Belarus and Urisis and all other 
tractors from 1960 to 2010.

All diggers and plant immediate 
inspection and payment.

Call 07796324074

OBAN’S Caledonian Marts 
had forward 3,320 store 
lambs and feeding ewes on 
Tuesday.

Store Lambs (2,661) sold 
to £58.50 for Texels from L 
Colthart, Stronacroibh. 

Feeding Ewes (659) sold 
to £70 for Texels from D 

McDonald, Tyree Farm. BF 
Lambs (1,563) averaged 
£35.33 (+£6 on the year). 

Leading prices per head:  
Lambs:  Suff - £58 Fasgadh; 
Suff x - £55 Croft 2; Cont 
- £55 Kilichronan; Tex - 
£52.50 379 Garrynamonie; 
BF - £51.50 27 1-2 

Bonawe; Mule - £50.80 
Achnacloich; Chev - 
£50.50 Strongorm; Chev x 
- £50.50 Kilichronan; BF x 
- £50 Achnacone. 

Ewes:  Tex x - £70 
Lochview; Tex - £67 
Croft 2; Chev - £62 

£61 Bonawe Home Farm; 
Beltex – 60 Ruaig; BF - 
£59 Sunipol. 

Ewe Lambs:  Chev - £53 2 
Allasdale; BF - £51 Sunipol; 
Chev x - £50.50 Rhulios. 
Riggs: Chev - £65 Rhulios; 
Cross - £57 Strongorm; 
Suff - £51 Kilichronan.

3,320 lambs and ewes forward at Oban Caledonian Marts sale
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SELF-build homes are growing 
in popularity and with good 
reason.  Quite simply, it’s the 
only way to ensure you get 
everything you want.

It doesn’t even matter what style you prefer, from clas-
sic or rustic to modern and eco-friendly, you can do it 
all with self build.

But what many people don’t realise is that it can also 
be the economical option, with property prices remain-
ing high despite the impact of the credit crunch.

more and more people are opting to build their own 
homes instead of moving into homes they would ordi-
narily consider less than ideal.

Before you embark on your very own ‘Grand Design,’ 
there are a few important things to consider.

you intend to spend. Ask for rough quotes from con-

of what to expect. Remember though that, as with all 
building work, there is an element of the unknown, so 
set yourself a prudent contingency budget.

If you need it, then you won’t have the stress of won-

lem. If you don’t, a trip to the Bahamas beckons!

most important stages in the process and could have 

plane? Are there utilities, shops or facilities nearby?  
Are there any associated problems with the area?

These are all vital considerations when it comes to 
designing your home and could force you to look else-
where if they are impossible or too costly to resolve.

While the idea of living on an 14 acre estate is as ap-
pealing as it is idealistic, be realistic. Being able to 

afford the land doesn’t necessarily mean you’ll be 
able or want to maintain it. It’s just as important you 
don’t opt for a plot that’s too small. So give yourself 
breathing room but not so much as to feel out of your 
depth.

Finally, check to see what the planning status is. Some 
land can be off lim-
its for building due 
to special designa-
tion, while other ar-
eas may have had 
applications before, 
so check with the lo-
cal authority’s plan-

out everything you 
can before parting 
with any cash.

You’ll be so busy 
thinking about all 
these other aspects 
that it could be easy 

to forget one of the most important factors – where 
will you live while the build takes place? 

you will want to arrange alternative accommodation, 
so remember budget  in for the cost of a rental prop-
erty or caravan.

It may also be worth considering why your are build-

friends or relatives in the area have thought about 
building their own home. If so, it could make the total 
cost of the project much cheaper; and you can guaran-
tee you’ll have neighbours you get on with!

Time is another important consideration.  When do 
you want to move in? How quickly you want to build 
your home could determine how intricate a design you 
are able to achieve. It will also have a direct bearing 
on cost, so be sure you factor this in now before you 
settle on a design.

ing out what’s possible so include everything. If some 
options prove too costly, they can always be deleted 
later.

Be careful to take note 
of every single detail 
though, from how many 
bedrooms you want, to 
whether they are en-
suite and how many plug 
sockets each room will 
have.

Storage is vital in a home 
so consider loft or base-
ment space, and also 
think about materials 

Heating, especially in 
Scotland, is absolutely 
essential, so think care-
fully about how you 
want to keep your home 

ing systems are growing 
in popularity, but radia-

are just as widespread 

ted in to the home to be 
as inconspicuous as you 
like.

At this stage, you may 
wish to consider some 
of the pre-designed and 
ready-to-ship homes that 
are on the market. These 
are ideal if you want to 
move in as quickly as 
possible - some can be 
ready in weeks - and are 
especially good if you’re 
working on a budget.

For something a little more unique, start to sketch 
some ideas of how the exterior will look.  Remember 
to consider the surroundings when coming up with an 
idea; a wee country cottage in the middle of a hous-
ing scheme might not be an ideal design, whereas a 
glass and steel skyscraper on the banks of Loch Etive 
wouldn’t go down well with planners.

sign. Once you’re happy with your creation, and it has 
passed planning, it’s time to build!

The build itself is the most stressful stage of the proc-
ess, but as long as you’re well prepared it need not be 
a nightmare.

How involved you are in the build itself is entirely up 
to you. If you’d prefer to hire a project manager and 
leave every aspect of the build it him, all you need to 
do is sit back and wait, while being asked to advise 
from time to time.

If you prefer to get your hands dirty, then do so. The 
more you do, the more you can save. It will increase 
the time it takes to build your home, especially if you 
have to carry on working during the build.

Just remember that if you’re not as competent at DIY 
as you’d like to think, or you don’t have contacts with-

in the building trade, your involvement could end up 
costing you more than hiring an experienced project 
manager.

The building work itself can change drastically from 
day to day, so once the frame of the house itself is up, 
you’ll want to get it watertight as quickly as possible.  
This is far easier if you’ve opted for a pre-fabricated 
design, as everything will arrive in order. 

Bespoke designs are a little more complicated.  You 
may have specialist materials or intricate designs 
to take into account.  This could extend the time it 
takes to get the house weatherproof, so programme 
for this.

Once this important step is out of the way, you can 
concentrate on the interiors. This means plumbing, 
wiring, insulating – everything we rely on from day 
to day but barely take notice of until something goes 
wrong.  If it does go wrong at this stage, it can have an 
impact on your budget, so make sure you get it right 

heating, test the pipework before you cement it in. If 
you don’t and later discover a fault, it could be very 
expensive and inconvenient to repair.

By this stage, you’re approaching the end of the project 
and, all things being well, your contingency fund will 
be intact. Don’t think about splurging it just yet as any-
thing could still happen. Better safe than sorry!

Once all the wiring and pipework is done, the walls 

building project will start resembling your home!  If 
you had budgeted conservatively for furnishings and 
luxuries, you may wish to supplement the fund from 
the contingency budget.  You might also think about 
moving a portion of that budget towards designing a 
garden and driveway – if you can resist that holiday in 
the sunshine!

Once all the wiring 
and pipework is 
done, the walls 

be completed, 
kitchens and 

and furnishings 
moved in. At last, 
your building 
project will start 
resembling your 
home!

Homes
& Interiors

Hebridean Contemporary Homes

Hebridean Contemporary Homes (Heb Homes) is 
different from other self-build kit-house companies.  
Developed by award-winning architects Dualchas 
Building Design, they offer beautifully designed 
modern homes which integrate super-insulated 
construction with renewable technology. 

Inspired by traditional rural buildings – and loved by 
planners - the architects have carefully considered 
scale, form and materials in the designs. Open-
plan living, with high volumes and large areas of 
glazing, give the houses an extraordinary, bright 
spacious feel. 

By using Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs), and 
Super Low-E glazing, Heb Homes has achieved 
insulation values which place their houses at the 
cutting edge of green technology. They also offer 
top of the range,  highly-insulated timber frame 
versions of the houses.

The super-insulated construction allows Heb 

affordable, renewable heating and ventilation 
systems - meaning a beautiful living environment, 
and reduced heating bills.

As well as supplying a whole-house kit system 
with exceptional drawing packages, Hebridean 
Contemporary Homes can erect the kits to wind 
and watertight.  The aim is to  provide a service 
that can take the client right through the whole 
process of building a house - from the choosing of 
a design, to the handing over of the keys.

Director of Hebridean Contemporary Homes, 
Alasdair Stephen, is very clear about the service 
his company will give: ‘ We understand that 
building a house is a huge commitment.  That 
is why we take away the worry - and make your 
dream home a reality.”  

To see the full range of designs please visit 
www.hebhomes.com.  

Images courtesy of 
Hebridean Homes
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Rob Roy Homes

Rob Roy Homes is a market leader in the 
manufacture of high quality timber frame homes.

We have been in business for over thirty six 
years and during that time we have gained vast 
experience and a wealth of knowledge relating to 
all aspects of timber frame manufacture.

Our customers range from self builders and 
small building contractors right through to large 
contractors, with projects as diverse as small 
individual houses through to larger three storey 
houses and multi house sites. We also supply 
timber frame structures for a whole range of 
commercial and agricultural applications.

your tastes and requirements and have recently 

meet building regulations now and into the future.

Come and see us to discuss your project at the 
Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel

Thursday 14th October 4.30pm-7pm, Friday 15th 
10am-6pm, Saturday 16th 10am-4pm, Sunday 
17th 10am-4pm

Duncan Hunter Ltd. Unit 10, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QT

t: 01546 606062
m: 07810 510884

Duncan Hunter Joiners Ltd

Over 20 years experience

Professional service 

Building maintenance 

Timber frame kit construction

Duncan Hunter Joiners Ltd

Duncan Hunter Joiners Ltd are an established 
joinery company based in Lochgilphead, Argyll 
and have over over 20 years experience in the 
joinery trade.

established  since 1986,  Duncan Hunter Joiners 
Ltd offers a personal, professional service in 
all aspects of joinery work along with building 
maintenance needs. From a timber frame kit to be 
built to hanging a new door, all aspects of building 
needs are catered for.

We offer a bespoke service for any aspect of your 
building needs from bespoke staircases, windows 
and doors. If you need an extension built for your 
existing home or a roof repaired we can do this for 
you at a reasonable cost.

KEVIN MCINNES
FLOOR COVERINGS

Tel: 01631 565839
Mob: 07745 264403

COVERING VINYLS, HARDWOODS, 
LAMINATES, CARPETS

Covering all your 
flooring needs

Kevin McInnes Floor Coverings

Local man Kevin Mcinnes has been working in the 

out on his own almost 9 years ago.  He covers all 
of Argyll, the Islands, the Highlands and further 

laminates and ceramic tiling.  Flooring coverings 
are an essential part of not just new builds but 
also existing buildings as they really make a home 
your home.  Kevin provides a professional expert 
service whose reputation has taken him from one 
job to the next.  If it is just one room or an entire 

give Kevin a call now for a free quotation.

NEW WEBSITE!

www.janeblanchard.co.uk
for:

Free samples from a wide 
range of suppliers 

Free online curtain and blind 
estimates

Free Sample Board service
(if subsequent order over £500, 
otherwise £30/room) 
Free Sample Sourcing Service
(if subsequent order  over £200, 
otherwise £10/3 samples)
Free design tips

Tel. 01631 740 530 
or 0773 326 4976
Email jane@janeblanchard.co.uk

Rob Roy Homes

Rob Roy Homes is a market leader in the 
manufacture of high quality timber frame homes.

We have been in business for over thirty six 
years and during that time we have gained vast 
experience and a wealth of knowledge relating to 
all aspects of timber frame manufacture.

Our customers range from self builders and 
small building contractors right through to large 
contractors, with projects as diverse as small 
individual houses through to larger three storey 
houses and multi house sites. We also supply 
timber frame structures for a whole range of 
commercial and agricultural applications.

your tastes and requirements and have recently 

also meet building regulations now and into the 
future.

Come and see us to discuss your project at the 
Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel

Thursday 14th October 4.30pm-7pm, Friday 15th 
10am-6pm, Saturday 16th 10am-4pm, Sunday 
17th 10am-4pm

Dave Simpson

Dave Simpson has been specialising in ceramic 

His portfolio of work ranges from kitchens and 
bathrooms to full new builds and renovations.  
His projects have included the harbour building 

château’s in Jersey.  

His expanding business means that every job is 
different as one might be a new build, bathroom 

tanking, meaning that the wet rooms are fully 
watertight to ensure no leakages.  He has even tiled 
entire swimming pools, so certainly no job is too 
large a challenge for him.  His successful business 
has been built through the simple practice of 

the man to see about tiling.

Tiling 
Floor Coverings
Interior Design

Painting & Decorationg
Carpets & Mattresses

William Martin Decorator

All decorating needs 
taken care of

No job too small or too large

Domestic & Commercial work 
undertaken

Call now for a free quotation
Tel - 01631 562 402

12 Angus Terrace, Oban, PA34 4EG

Mob - 07799 515069

SCOTTISH OAK BUILDINGS

MOB NO:  07714 231477 / 07947 576006
EMAIL: enquiries@scottishoakbuildings.co.uk

Scottish Oak Buildings
Menteith Partnership (Scottish Oak Buildings) based in 
Perth, Scotland, specialises in the design, fabrication and 
construction of timber frame homes and buildings, with 

frame construction.

Our two principals, who have combined experience of more 
than sixty years in bespoke timber frame housing, are 
committed to providing, for their clients, the most stress 

As the founders of a small, dedicated, multi-discipline 
team of professionals, we offer a comprehensive, bespoke 
service to both our individual and corporate clients. 

Together with our partners, we are able to provide the 
following services:

• Architectural design from initial, concept sketches 
through to full working drawings.

• Planning and building warrant applications.

timber frames.
• On site construction, using our own tradesmen and full 

project management.
• Full build i.e. (all trades) project management.
• Civil engineering design and utility consultancy.
• Structural engineering design.

Interior design consultancy including design and supply of 

James Allan Painter & Decorator

James Allan Painter & Decorator has been established for 
over 30 years, and has always taken pride in completing 
work to the highest standard.  He covers all interior and 
exterior work private or commercial.  Decorating is one 
of the vital ingredients in order to make your house, your 
home.  With the winter season nearing now is the time to 
think about changing the mood of your house.  James’s son 

property in this area that requires decorating maintenance 
then Chris can bring that same trusted local name and high 
standard of work straight to your door. 

James can be reached on his mobile Mob 07887510101 or 
at 01631 710 633

07787447389

• DOMESTIC
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com
15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of 
electrical work 

undertaken

Member of

Walton Electrical

years.  They cover most parts of Argyll, the Highland 
& Islands.  One of there biggest customers being 
Calmac they certainly have the experience for any 
size of job.  A exciting recent project has been 
the completion of a ½ megawatt private hydro 
PowerStation.

professional catering equipment and repairs.  They 

coolers to businesses.  A new exciting aspect of 
the business is the installation of VillaVent heat 
recovery systems.  This system maintains the air 
and its temperature by recycling air in the house 
and replacing stale air with fresh.  This system is 
proven to reduce energy bills while being energy 
friendly.  With these types of systems set to be the 

MCS Registered
Installers

Solar Panels
Heat Pumps
Water Turbines

FREE Surveys

Covering Oban, 
Lochaber, Mid 
Argyll and as Far down as Kintyre
For Information and Advice go to our new website 

on www.argyllsolarandrenewables.co.uk
Or call us on 

07765272569
Argyll Solar
Solar Panels are a popular way to invest in your 
home and energy future.

All work is covered by MCS Registration so is 
eligible for payback grants and feed-in tariffs.

All our suppliers are ethically based companies, 
which help keep our prices realistic.

For free advice please call us on 07765272569
Or Check out our Website at www.
argyllsolarandrenewables.co.uk

Electricians
Solar Energy
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MGM Timber
Part of the James Donaldson Group, MGM Timber (Scotland) Ltd is now Scotland’s 
largest independent timber merchant. With 12 branches throughout Scotland, MGM 
Timber offers unrivalled service, quality and value for money for both trade and retail 
customers.

MGM Oban offers a vast range of high quality products: from timber cladding to ceramic 

products: be amazed by the ingenious designs in our kitchen displays; view our range 

display. Plus, once you’ve found what you need, we can deliver to your door. 

Why not call in and look around today! Alternatively, call our friendly staff who will be 
more than happy to advise you.  

Argyll Stone

Mortar Walls, Patios, Driveways, Drystone Dyking, 
Caithness Stone, House Renovations, New Builds, 
Picking Out and Pointing and Restoration Work. 
Stone can be supplied. We have been active in the 
Argyll area since 2001. All jobs considered and 
distance no object. FREE ESTIMATES. 

No job too Big or too Small.

Fiona MacLeod - Design for wellbeing

Design for Wellbeing is run by Fiona Macleod 
to provide architectural designs and drawings 
to allow for application for planning consents 

as a designer 33 years ago with a degree in 
Architecture.

She provides a professional, creative service with 
full client involvement throughout the design 
process

Her designs are based round the simple ideas of 

in.  Green energy is a major strength for Fiona in 
creating her designs as she has specialist training 
to utilise.  Fiona constantly keeps her knowledge 
up to date so she can offer the latest information 
and ideas to her clients.

Lorn Weld

feature such as a balcony or veranda than we would be more than happy to 
offer advise and help your dream become a reality.

Steel beams and columns within a build not only give strength but can allow 
you to be more creative, Or why not use them as a feature. 

The use of steel frames offers you the freedom to install large glazed panels 
which can give you panoramic views from your rooms.

Balconies and verandas come in a variety of shape and forms. From glass 
panels, stainless steel wires, wrought iron work. The choice is only limited by 
your imagination.

CP Architects

the Highlands and Islands. With a staff of 6, the practice is well placed to meet the 

technologies, whilst ensuring the new 2010 building regulation requirements are met. 

achieve a low carbon footprint.

The practice use 3D sketch up modelling to assist on all projects at an early design 

You can discuss your current or future project ideas with Iain Campbell, Principal. 

Tel:  01631 563177, email: mail@cparchitects.net, www.cparchitects.net

Scotframe Timber Engineering Ltd.

For those looking to build their own house, constructing a property that 
meets not only today’s standards, but also those of the years to come, has 

A well performing property will also be a lot more attractive to prospective 
buyers come the time to sell. 

Scotframe has embraced this approach to construction and in using the 

manufacture a highly innovative new closed panel timber frame system, 
which meets the regulatory standards of 2016 today and reduces energy 

The SupaWall technology allows closed timber frame panels to be factory 

If, over time, we can shrink the amount of energy required by our entire stock 
of housing, generating that energy from sustainable sources then becomes a 
much more viable option. 

energy performances, prioritising this approach will deliver faster and longer 
lasting results than installing individual renewable energy sources that can 
provide a portion of a property’s energy needs.

Architects
Timber frame kits

Surveys
Steelwork

Joinery
Stonework

Image courtesy of Scotframe 
Timber Engineering Ltd.

Image courtesy of 
CP Architects

New build, Kilmun
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Offers in the region of 
£155,000

23 Achinreir, Barcaldine
Well presented semi detached property 
situated within a pleasant residential 
development in a popular rural area with 
views to the side and rear

Vestibule, hall, lounge, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, W.C. and utility/
store room
Double glazed 

Total Control electric heating 

Sizeable, mature and easily 
maintained gardens
Off street parking

Offers in the 
region of 
£125,000

7 Cnoc a Challtuinn, Clachan Seil
Well presented mid terraced dwelling house in 
the desirable village of Clachan

Clachan Sound
Hall, through living room, 

boxroom  and family 
bathroom

Easily maintained, fenced 
and sheltered garden
Double glazing 
On street parking

bellingram.co.uk

INVERARAY
One bedroom 

No smokers
No pets

£425 pcm
Tel 01499 302300

or mobile 
07780980442

PULPIT HILL
Oban

House to Let
Fully furnished

Double and twin 
bedroom

Rent £560/month
£700 security deposit

Employment and bank 
references essential

Contact 01631 564653

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP
(01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

7 Kenmore Cottages, Bonawe, by 
Oban, PA37 1RJ 
Semi-detached property on two levels 
situated in the peaceful village of Bonawe 
with tranquil Loch Etive to the rear.

• 3 Bedrooms
• Entrance Hall
• Sitting Room/Dining Room
• Kitchen

• Fully Double Glazed

radiators throughout
• Garden to front and rear

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Kilkenneth Cottages, Plus plot of land  
Kilkenneth,  Isle  Of  Tiree, PA77 6XF

Tiree.  Both these properties are fully furnished.

Fixed Price £200,000

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

8 Kilkenneth
A renovated black house 

3 bedrooms

• Porch
• Living Room
• Fitted Kitchen
• Curved staircase
• Bathroom

Offers in the region 
of £275,000

Traigh Bhi 
1 Craigspuir Lane, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Well presented detached house 
in an elevated situation in upper 
Tobermory

and the Sound of Mull

centre facilities and amenities 
Ground Floor - Porch, reception 
hall, lounge, kitchen, dining room, 

bedroom 1 (en suite), cloakroom 
and utility room
First Floor – Master (en suite), 
3 further bedrooms and family 
bathroom

heating.  Sizeable, easily main-
tained garden.  Decking.  Patio. 
Large underbuild store

bellingram.co.uk ‘MORNA’ Garval Road, Tarbert, PA29 6TR

West Coast property service

Detached bungalow in desirable location, 
set in mature private garden, with 
unrestricted views over Loch Fyne. Large 
lounge, kitchen/diner, bathroom, 2 double 
bedrooms, 3rd bedroom/sun room, 

OFFERS OVER £195,000
For further details & viewing arrangements tel: 07503711879

Email: morna.tarbert@btinternet.com

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

NEW FIXED PRICE:  
£233,000

Cruachan View, Aldersyde, Taynuilt
Extremely attractive superior detached villa offering bright and 

and in excellent order throughout, the sale offers an ideal 

•  Substantial Detached Property
•  Beautifully Presented 

•  Lounge
•  Kitchen
•  Dining Room
•  4 Bedrooms (Master En-Suite)

•  Bathroom

•  Double Glazing
•  Oil Fired Central Heating
•  Garden
•  Off-Street Parking 

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished 

2 bedroom luxury 
house in Oban.

Available for 
long term let.

No DSS/ No Pets

£550 per calendar 
month + council tax etc

Contact:
07900 901 689

AVON SEA RIDER

£3600 o.n.o.

4mt,50hp mercury, bilge pump, lights, trailer all Very
good condition 

Selection of second hand outboards,
winter serviceing, boat repairs, winter projects, boat restoration,

and marine services

Contact Tim 07900 654862, 01546 830205

OSPREY SPARROWHAWK 
RIB 5.2 METRES

£4,600 or No Engine £3,200

Single Seat consul with Garmin GPS 
map inc, depth. –(no charts)- Fuel 
Gauge, Voltmeter clock. Six Switch 
Panel and Two 12 Volt sockets. – on 
Braked Roller Coaster Trailer – with 
115 HP Mercury 2/stroke Engine

Tel: 07913581578 
or 07787822589

£25,000

Starfish 8 built 2000 
8.2m x 2.8m

212hp 6 cyl turbocharged Mermaid diesel 
(800 hours)

Previously coded for 6 passengers and 2 crew
Solidly built well maintained work boat with 

exceptional sea keeping qualities
Extensive inventory of equipment.

Genuine reason for a very reluctant sale.

Telephone: 
07770 347971

MV
YOLANDA

£650 o.n.o.

Substatial double axel boat 
trailer

Unbraked 1000 Kg plus.

Oban Area
01631 570754
Mobile 07712 

667542

BOAT TRAILER 
FOR SALE

TO LET
Fully Furnished 3 

Bedroom Detached 
house, North Connel. 
Available November 
for 6 month lease.

References required.  
Regret no DSS or Pets. 
Rent £550 plus bills. 

If interested 
please call 

07777691177.

3 double bedroom fully furnished 
rural cottage to let with large 

garden near Minard.
No DSS

References required
£550p.c.m + Council tax

Telephone 0131 6230224

FOR SALE:
Three Bedroom Terraced Cottage.  

Off ers over £99,500. 
Close to Campbeltown. 

Fully modernised with easy care garden, DG, EH 

and multi fuel stove. Carpets and curtains inc. 

Great location with nice views. 

Home report.

Tel: 07731 790240

ARGYLL 
OTTER FERRY
2 bed bungalow on 

Loch Fyne available on 
long let.

Tighnabruaich 12 mls, 
Dunoon 24mls
Refs essential

£370 pcm
Tel 01700 821220

2 ACRES OF 
LAND WANTED 
TO RENT LONG 

TERM FOR 
MARKET GARDEN.

Argyll or 
Highland area.

Cottage or house any 
condition. Minimum 

of 5 years.
Tel: 07796 462718

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished one bedroom fl at 

in the centre of Lochgilphead
Available for long let

Own car parking space
No DSS

References required
£420p.c.m + Council Tax

Apply in writing to Box Number 150 Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

FLAT FOR RENT

Available for long let
No DSS

£340 per calendar month + Council Tax
Apply in writing to Box number 100, 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB 

FOR RENT

£400p.c.m + Council Tax etc
If interested please call 07776 193105

Autumn Property Review

With cuddy, 
plus good trailer.

Telephone: 
01586 551168 or 

07599 010463

16FT DAY 
FISHING BOAT

TO LET

WANTED
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MacPhee
& Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

ONE OF OBAN’S LANDMARK 
BUILDINGS UP FOR SALE

THE KIMBERLEY, 
DALRIACH ROAD, OBAN

• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED VICTORIAN VILLA
• CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE
• PANORAMIC VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY TO 

KERRERA AND BEYOND
• CURRENTLY RUNNING AS A WELL RESPECTED 

AND SUCCESSFUL GUEST HOUSE 
• 17 BEDROOMS (ALL EN-SUITE), 4 OF 

WHICH ARE CURRENTLY USED AS OWNERS 
ACCOMMODATION

• TOTAL CONTROL ELECTRIC STORAGE 
HEATING

• SUBSTANTIAL GARDEN GROUNDS
• PRIVATE CAR PARK FOR 9+ VEHICLES
• LIFESTYLE OPPORTUNITY

THE KIMBERLEY has gone onto the market after 4 years 
as a family-run business.

After 12 years in the bed and breakfast trade, owners 
Brian and Valerie McGee have put the fully renovated 
former maternity hospital on the market as they look 
forward to semi-retirement. 

The well established guest house commands an 
impressive elevated position with enviable panoramic 
views over Oban bay towards Kerrera and Mull.

Built in 1886, the property is of traditional stone build 
and retains many period features such as original mosaic 
flooring, cornicing throughout and a wide wooden 
staircase with a feature stain glass window.

Mr and Mrs McGee currently run The Kimberley as a bed 
and breakfast to suit their own lifestyle, however there 
is great potential for a new purchaser to expand the 
business back to it’s former hotel status with a restricted 
hotel licence already in place. 

A unique benefit of the sale is the addition of the 
furniture, which is of high quality and in keeping with the 
period of the house, also included in the price. Therefore 
any potential purchaser may take up the reigns of the 
hotel business immediately.

Viewings are to be arranged strictly through selling 
agents MacPhee and Partners, Oban who may be 
contacted on 01631 565251. 

Offers in the region of £750,000 are invited.

MacPhee
& Partners

CLACHAN DUBH COTTAGES 

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

Clachan Dubh Cottages provide a unique 
development re-creating a traditional crofting 
hamlet combined with the standards and 
comforts demanded of a modern lifestyle.  
Each terraced cottage provides 3 bedrooms 
and a modern fitted kitchen in a semi-open 
plan layout with lounge and dining area.

• Construction work has commenced

• Completion: Spring 2011

• Choice of three terraced cottages, 
Numbers 1-3

• Free upstairs bathroom/shower room
or £5,000.00 off purchase price

FIXED PRICES

No. 1 - £190k

No. 2 - £185k

No. 3 - £215k

Unit 6, McLeod Buildings, Oban

info@tslcontractors.co.uk / 

www.tslcontractors.co.uk

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes
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Skye and Lochalsh Lines

Ballachulish Primary School pupil Lewis Bryson, 11, and family friend Becky 
MacInnes from Kinlochleven High School were among 1,600 children who took 
part in the Great Scottish Junior 3K run at Glasgow Green earlier this month. 
Lewis, who suff ers from Crohn’s disease, together with Becky raised over £600 for 
the charity CICRA (Crohn’s in Childhood Research Association).
‘It was a great achievement by Lewis,’ Ballachulish PS head teacher Sam Clark 
said. ‘We are really proud of him.

PORTREE RNLI lifeboat battled through heavy seas 

Thurday night.
Stornoway Coastguard received a call from the The 

Paulona II’s crew of two that they had lost battery power 
and were drifting near Iasgair, six miles north of Uig on 
the Isle of Skye.

The Coastguard paged Portree lifeboat, which launched 
at 7.30pm with a crew of six on board.

Facing a strong northerly wind and sea the Lifeboat 
reached the scene at 9pm and the Paulona II was quickly 
taken under tow.

Both vessels arrived in Uig safely at 10.10pm without 
incident. There were no casualties.   

A STATUTORY consultation is to be undertaken on 

school with an English medium unit.
Members of the education, culture and sport committee 

agreed the move at Inverness last Thursday.

School and that the proposed change is supported by 

Head of support services Ron MacKenzie said the pro-
posal would provide increased opportunities to develop 

culture locally and increase the provision of extra-cur-

in the language of the school, leading to its more wide-
spread use outside of the classroom in the playground, 
dining areas and assemblies.

The consultation period will last for six weeks and will 
be advertised in the local press. 

PLOCKTON High School pupils have powered their 
way past 50 other schools to be named Highlands and 
Islands Young Engineers and Science Club (YESC) of 
the Year.  

The Plockton club, which has been running since 1994 
and has around a dozen members working on a variety 
of projects at lunchtimes twice a week, won a trophy and 
£250.

During the year the club adapted a bike to generate 
electricity to power a fan, which was a popular exhibit 
at SCDI’s inaugural showcase for Highlands and Islands 
clubs in March. 

Club members used the project to link with Auchter-
tyre Primary, where they gave talks and demonstrations. 
Currently, the club is working on an exciting invention 
for radio-controlled cars, which has been described as 

Plockton High YESC pupils James Ross, Nick Tasker, 
Euan MacDonald and Robin Downie, together with the 
club’s leader, teacher Jamie Kean, collected the award.

have done has won an award, especially as the other 
schools which were at the Inverness showcase event had 
also done a lot of very impressive work.

our latest project.’

revolution in Lochaber 
looks set to gather pace 
after Morvern Community 
Council (MCC) lodged a bid 
with Highland Council to 
create vegetable allotments 
in Lochaline.

MCC is looking to 
transform a derelict 1.88-
acre site near Lochaline 
Primary School into 
productive garden plots, 
and has applied for planning 
permission to Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber Planning 
Committee.

The move follows the 
success of a similar scheme 

this year, where local 
residents opened up 18 
allotments on land rented 
from Forestry Commission 
Scotland.

The group, Sunny 

sheds and equipment and 
have produced a healthy 
crop of vegetables.

Now hopes are high that 
Morvern could be following 
Plantation’s example next 
spring.

Lesley Jones of Morvern 
Community Council, who 
is leading the Lochaline 
allotment plan, she said she 
got the idea after hearing 
locals complaining about 
not having enough good 
garden ground. 

She told The Oban Times: 

I began to realise my garden 
wasn’t big enough to grow 
all the things I wanted to, 
especially potatoes, which 
take up a lot of space. I 
spoke to a few other people 

in the village and they had 
the same problem.

going to use has been vacant 
since before I moved here, 
which was 35 years ago. 
The council bought it to 
build Kirk Brae, but the 
land was undermined by the 
mine. They never sold the 
land back and it’s just lain 
there.

Ms Jones said each 
allotment would cost only 
£25 per year to rent.

be 24 allotments, some full 
size and some half size, and 
there will be community 
gardens so people can have 

also planning to erect a shed 
for every allotment. It will 
be somewhere for people to 
grow, and a place for people 
to gather.’

Bid to 
introduce 
allotments
at Lochaline
Morvern Community Council aims to transform 
derelict site to productive garden plots

A MAN caught in Fort 

worth of cocaine has been 
given 250 hours community 
service.

Offshore worker Ronald 
MacDonald, aged 33, of 
Sheleadh Na Struedh, Morar 
admitted possessing the class 
A drug on High Street, Fort 

areas in Lochaber between 
June 10 and June 12 2009.

Police found MacDonald 
drunk on Middle Street just 
after midnight on June 12. 
They told him to go home 
and carried on their way. 
Ten minutes later they saw 
MacDonald again, this time 
slumped in a shop doorway. 

condition had deteriorated 
badly and asked MacDonald 
if he had anything he 
shouldn’t have, to which he 

stupid in my pocket.’ 

and found three bags of 
cocaine, with an estimated 
street value of £1,680.

Defence solicitor Stephen 

Sheriff Court MacDonald 
had a drug habit at the time 
of the offence. 

a heavy user. 

his own use, and partly for 
friends.’

Community service for Morar 
man caught with cocaine

following assault on police

out of a nightclub.

guilty to assaulting the doorman by punching him on the 

attempting to headbutt him and resisting arrest on High 

scale. You were too drunk to do any serious damage.’ 

conducting themselves in a disorderly manner, engaging in 

at Kilmallie Road, Caol on September 4. 

Caol man fi ned after drunken rant
A CAOL man admitted 
a drunken rant at a local 
resident after she gave 
evidence against him in 
court.

David McLeod, aged 36, 
of 24 Camesky Road, pled 
guilty to conducting himself 
in a disorderly manner, 
repeatedly shouting, 
swearing, brandishing a 

bottle and committing a 
breach of the peace at the 
victim’s home on March 15.

McLeod initially denied 
the allegations, but changed 
his plea to guilty after 
hearing evidence in court.

Fining McLeod £300, 
Sheriff Margaret Neilson 

was entirely unacceptable.’ 

A CORPACH teenager has admitted assaulting two police 

Selina Harley, aged 17, of 26 Clerk Drive, pled guilty to 

decided to take her into custody for her own protection.
Sheriff Margaret Neilson deferred sentence until October 

14 for reports.

Corpach girl kicked police who tried to help

Plockton High School’s winning team: teacher 
Jamie Kean with, left to right, Robin Downie, James 
Ross, Nick Tasker and Euan MacDonald.

PARENTS and members of the 
local community ventured out 
in the rain last Monday to taste 
a variety of salad and potato 
dishes cooked and served 
by pupils of Duror Primary 
School.

Successful crop 
The children designed 

and distributed invitations 
around the village and posted 
an invitation in the Duror/
Kentallen website.

welcomed their guests and 

entertained them with a herring 
song then read aloud their own 
poems about fruits.

Due to the successful tattie 
crop from the school’s vegetable 
plot, pupils were able to provide 
a range of tasty dishes.

The audience were shown 
a slide show of the pupils’ 
efforts from planting, digging 
and presenting their potatoes 

Flower Show, where the school 

commended’ for their pea 
pods.

Community support 
The multi-discipline event 

encompassed the four 
capacities of the Curriculum 
for Excellence – responsible 
citizens, effective contributors, 

successful learners.
The day, enjoyed by all, was 

also an opportunity for staff and 
pupils to thank the community 
for their support in all the 
school activities. 

Duror Primary School chefs show off  their tasty dishes

Duror’s young chefs test their cooking 
and singing talents on the community

to establish a dedicated 
team to reduce the growing 
number of homeless indi-
viduals and families.

The move is in response 

targets that all unintention-
ally homeless people have 
access to permanent hous-
ing by 2012.

Highland Council has 
around 1,300 households 
in temporary accommoda-
tion and that 2,300 home-
less applications are being 
received each year. 

Over half of all social 
rent housing allocations are 
made to homeless house-
holds.

Highland team to help the homeless

SOILLSE, the national 
research network set up 
to preserve and revitalise 

culture, has launched a new 
fund for small-scale studies 

development.
The fund, Stòras 

Rannsachaidh Shoillse, 
will particularly welcome 
joint applications from 
individuals, schools or 
community groups in 
collaboration with academic 
institutions participating in 
Soillse.

The new funding approach 
will enable local people to 
develop their own research 
knowledge and expertise 
alongside Soillse academic 
staff.

Senior Soillse research 
manager Iain Campbell 
told The Oban Times that 
supporting local projects, 

which harness knowledge 

communities themselves, 
was vital if barriers were to 
be broken down. 

More people involved 

people involved in research 
at a small scale level in their 
own communities,’ said Mr 
Campbell, a native of South 
Uist.

in the past has been that it has 
taken place in institutions 
which are somewhat 

speaking communities - so 
there has been a little bit 
of disengagement between 
these institutions and the 

Our aim is to bridge the link 
to where the language is 
actually spoken.

contribute to building 

research capacity by 
engaging individuals and 
groups in projects in which 
they would otherwise not 
have participated.’

The Soillse Research 
Fund will provide up to 
£5,000 per research project, 
ech of which will need an 
additional 40 per cent match 
funding to the value of the 
grant received. It is expected 
a minimum of six awards 
will be made this year.

Closing date for 
applications is October 
29 and all projects must 
be completed by end June 
2011.   

Applications can be made 
at: http://www.smo.uhi.
ac.uk/Rannsachadh/soilse_
gd.html.

Mr Campbell can be 
contacted on 01471 888559 

aims to support local projects
New fund for small-scale studies into Gaelic usage

Five new schools 
for Western Isles
A PROJECT worth £120m 
which will see the contruction 

Outer Hebrides has been 

The deal between 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
Sgoiltean Ura, contractors 

was signed last week.
The new primary at 

Balivanich, Benbecula is 
expected to be completed 
by August 2011, with two 
primaries on Lewis, Point 
Primary in Bayble and the 

to follow shortly after. The 
two new secondary school 
buildings, for the Sir E. 
Scott School in Tarbet and 
the Nicolson Institute in 
Stornoway, are due to be 

Chair of education and 
children’s services Counillor 

learning environments are an 
important factor in realising 
their full educational 
potential and I am delighted 

rate facilities.’

IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE: RHONA MARTIN ON 
HER IDYLLIC AYRSHIRE CHILDHOOD  LANARK AIR 
SHOW JACK VETTRIANO INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
FEATURE BADGERS

 PORTMORE GARDENS  SHOOTING ON A 
SHOESTRING: OUR TOP TEN BUDGET SHOOTS 
TOP SPA HOTELS  RESTAURANT REVIEW: 

 GROUSE 
HUNTING WITH HAWKS  FABULOUS 
FOOD AT THE ALBANNACH

On sale now
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AROUND 50 parents of pupils at 
Lochyside RC Primary dropped into the 
school last Tuesday to see the Curriculum 
for Excellence in action.

The new system of teaching aims to enable 
each child to be ‘a successful learner, a 

All 91 pupils from P1-P7 took part in a 

Parents sat in on classes to watch the 
children enjoy art, drama, PE, problem 

spelling games.

Head teacher Violet Smith said: ‘The day 
was extremely successful with almost all 

Macmillan Cancer 
Support coff ee 
morning at 
Lochaline
A COFFEE morning 
and light lunch in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
will be held in Lochaline 
Village Hall on Saturday 
from 10am to 2.30pm. 

The annual fund-raiser, 
organised by Helen and 
Douglas Watt, will feature 

and buy stall, cakes and 
produce, plants and books, 
games, competitions and a 
Macmillan information stall. 

Mr Watt said: ‘We hope 
to raise a large amount for 
this worthwile cause, which 
touches so many in our 

Lochaber High 
takes to stage with     
Wizard of Oz
LOCHABER High School 
stages its long-awaited 

nights at the school next 
week.

The curtain goes up on 
what promises to be a 

assembly hall on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday at 7.30pm.

Depute head teacher Paul 
Reynolds said: ‘The pupils 

rehearsal time in the lead up 

on 01397 707512.

HUNDREDS of charity walkers, 
runners and cyclists will take 
to roads and tracks round Fort 
William on Saturday in aid of the 
Sharon Fraser Memorial Trust, 
Cancer Care in the Highlands.

Registration for the third 

at the Leisure Centre from 9am 
till 11am and will be followed 

guru Laura McConnachie at 
11.30am.

The duathlon - a 3.5-mile run 
round Cow Hill and a 9.5-mile 

for runners and mountain bikers 

who just want to take part. 
A walk only option is also 

the option of a leisurely walk/jog 
around the 3.5-mile route. 

will lead off a staggered start from 
the leisure centre at 12 noon. 

Held each September, Gallop 

and Grind has attracted more than 
700 participants in past years. 

mum of four boys who lost her 
battle with cancer in December 

aged only 15, came a remarkable 
fourth in a time of 1:08.19.

Anyone still wishing to enter 
and raise money for a local 

gallopandgrind.org.uk for more 
information.

A HOMELESSNESS charity 
brought its campaign to Fort 
William last week.

of action was part of a 

more affordable housing 
in Lochaber and across 
Scotland.

The charity, in partnership 
with Highland Council 
and Lochaber Housing 
Association (LHA), set up 
a stall in Cameron Square 

managed to get a number of 
signatures on its petition to 
ensure housing becomes a 

Shelter director Graeme 
Brown said: ‘In the Highland 
area there are more than 
9,000 households stuck 
on the Highland housing 
register, but there is a dire 
shortage of homes.

a home, we need to make 

housing a national priority for 

upcoming budget. The 
people in the local area want 
more affordable homes, 
protecting and refurbishing 

be at the heart of the political 

Awareness 

Allan said: ‘We are making 
a joint effort with Shelter 
Scotland to raise awareness 
of the need for more 
affordable housing and we 
are calling on local residents 

LHA also held its AGM 
last week, where the 

presented a mixed picture. 
It praised the setting 

up of Lochaber Housing 
Association Property 

with chairperson Alison 

greater measure of control 

tenant feedback reaching 

also said LHAPS hiring of 
four local apprentices was a 

But the report highlighted 
concerns about the 

housing in Lochaber. 
A grant regime introduced 

in 2008 made for ‘another 

association. Ms Gainsford 
said they are speaking to the 

bigger grants through the 
scheme.

She said: ‘We are still 
hopeful that with the support 

able to continue to play an 

of sustainable affordable 

Teenager injured 
eight-year-old   
with airgun
A LOCHABER youngster 
has admitted shooting his 
airgun towards a public path 
and hitting an eight-year-old 
child in the face with one of 
the pellets.

pled guilty to culpably and 

the danger of children and 
striking the child in the face 
to its injury.

Sentence was deferred 

a social inquiry report 

assessment to be prepared.

A PERTHSHIRE woman 
who attacked a woman in 

compensation.
Guilty plea 

Aberfeldy, pled guilty to 

the hair, punching her head, 

knocking her to the ground 
and repeatedly punching and 
kicking her on the head and 
body. 

The incident occurred on 
Foyers Road at 1.30pm on 
Saturday June 19.

Milligan had been drinking 

Road when Ms Tomlin 
walked past with a friend. 

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose told Fort William 
Sheriff Court Ms Tomlin 
knew Milligan and had 

from her. 
He said Ms Tomlin 

approached Milligan asking 
to borrow more money, but 

According to Mr Melrose, 

assaulted Ms Tomlin. 
Sentencing Milligan, 

‘Your conduct does you no 

ordered her to pay Ms Tomlin 

Graeme Brown of Shelter, left, and Blair Allan of Lochaber Housing Association sign the petition. 10_f39petition01

Lochyside parents and grandparents join pupils for artwork activities.  

Affordable
homes a top 
priority

Parents join Lochyside RC pupils in class for a day

Fort William gears up for 
third ‘Gallop and Grind’

QUALIFIERS for the Rotary 

Young Chef Competition 
are lining up for the area 

MacPhee came top of the 
chops at Mallaig High last 
week and will be joined in 
the big cook off by Calum 

Woods from Ardnamurchan 
High.

At Mallaig six pupils took 
part, each chef creating 
healthy two-course meals 
within an hour and a half.

The high quality cooking 

dilemma but after legthy 
deliberation Daniel was 
declared the winner with 
Kirsty a close runner up. 

Seafood 
At Ardnamurchan, nine 

budding chefs stepped up to 
the plate to compete in the 
same format.

Local seafood featured 
high on the menus and the 

high, said head teacher 
Chris Millar-Craig.

Rotary President Angus 
Nicolson, who was one 
of the judges, said: ‘The 
continued high demand for 

places in the competition, 
and excellent standard of 
cuisine produced by the 

Lochaber has many talented 
youngsters and our future as 
a place to eat well cooked 

on Tuesday and Lochaber 

today (Thursday) to pick 

Top chefs Duncan Gibson 

Hotel and Glen Russell 

Bridge, will judge the area 

Above - Calum MacIver Below  – Rebecca Woods

Kirsty Benfi eld and Daniel MacPhee

Young chef 
competition

take their 
places
Lochaber High to 

hold qualifi er today
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Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford dealer for 
new and used sales, service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr
Heated Windscreen
Alloys
A/C
CD Player
£11,995

Ford Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 3dr
Hot Magenta
Full Dress Up Kit
Climate Control
Privacy Glass
£13,995

Ford Ka Zetec 1.2 3dr
Metallic Paint
Alloy Wheels
Group 2 Insurance
£35 Year road Tax
£9795

BEN NEVIS MOTORS OPEN DAY
Corran Halls Oban

Friday 24th September 2010 ALL DAY
Saturday 25th September UNTIL 4PM

Come along and have a look at the latest Ford deals on offer.
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SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 
1.6 GV1600 SPORT

£3299

2004, 51,000 miles, 3 Door Estate, Black, Petrol, 4X4, Manual, 
PAS, Folding rear seats, Passenger airbag, Body coloured bump-

ers, Electric windows, Central locking, Radio/CD, lns, Group : 
10D, Taxed & MOT 

Tel: 07780681896 (Crianlarich) No time wasters

£4500 o.n.o.

49,000 Miles
MOT March 2011

3 Door.

Telephone: 
07766 890014

1.2
VOLKSWAGEN 

CORSA SXI

£1400 o.n.o.

Blue, great running car, 
MOT till March 11.

Telephone Heather 
on:

01838 400354
OR

07776428508

TOYOTA AVENSIS 
DIESEL

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 4,500 miles ...............£11,500
59 Renault Clio Dyn Dci 86 3dr, black, 5,000 miles  .........................£9650
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£15,995
58 Peugeot 308 S HDi 107 Estate, grey, 5,600 miles  .....................£10,995
08 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 106, black, 15,000 miles .....................£10,950
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £8,950
08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550
07 Renault Laguna Sport Tourer , Dci 150, 38,000miles ...................£8,500
07 Renault Megane Dyn Dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£7,995
07 Renault Clio Camus 3dr, black, 16,000 miles ..............................£4,595
06 Renault Megane 1.6 5dr, cherry red, 36,500 miles…….  .............£6,295
06 Renault Modus Dyn, black, 22,000 miles ....................................£5,550
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£3,850
04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82,500 miles ............................£3,450

54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Traffic, SL27 Dci ............................................ £8,950 +vat
08 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £5,650 +vat
04 Renault Kangoo, SL17 Dci ......................................... £2,500 +vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

05 LANDROVER Discovery 3 TDV6 Manual, 7 seater, full leather, met silver, no vat £12,950
08 MITSUBISHI Shogun Commercial, SWB, Equipe model, auto, met grey £13,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, roll bars, shutter cover, black, 60k.  £11,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200Warrior double cab pick up, black  £10,950
57 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, parking sensors, grey £11,250
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Elegance double cab pick up auto full spec, leather, 40k  £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick up, leather, black, 47k  £11,750
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan D/Cab Pickup Leather, Met. Grey 30K £8,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200, club cab pickup, 4wd, cd player, white, 30k  £8,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200, single cab pickup, 4wd, truckman canopy, mat silver  £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, D/Cab Pick Up,New Shape,Leather,A/C,Park Sensors,Silver,40k, £9,750
06 MITSUBISHI L200, Single Cab Pickup, New Shape, 4WD,CD,40k, £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up Truckman canopy, white  £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up, leather, sports top, black £6,950
58 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, double cab pick-up, 6 speed, cruise control, air con, grey, 26k £12,950
57 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, double cab pick-up, air con, cruise control, met grey, 37k £11,950
57 NISSAN Navara Sport, Double cab pickup, E pack, Alloys, Black, 34k  £10,450
07 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, D/cab Facelift Model,6speed,Cruise Control,A/C,Canopy Black  £8,950
08 FORD Transit 350 TDCi tipper pick-up, white  £9,450
07 FORD Ranger, Double cab pickup, 3 ton tow, E pack, White, 24k  £8,750
07 FORD Ranger, Single cab pickup, 4wd, 3 ton tow, mat blue, 50k  £7,950
07 FORD Transit 350 TDCi Jumbo LWB hightop van, white  £7,750
07 FORD Transit 350 TDCI  LWB  Hightop White 60K £6,950
59 FORD Transit T280s 115 Trend Limited Edition, Sat Nav,Dvd,Cd,Side Step, A Bar, Silver 17k  £p.o.a
55 FORD Transit 280 85 SWB Van, white, 50k, choice  £4,950
04 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 LWB, crew cab tipper, alloy body, crane £5,950
57 VAUXHALL Astra van club model, e/pck 6 speed, cd, met silver, 60k £5,950
57 MERCEDES Sprinter 311, Cdi,  MWB, hightop, 6 speed, SLD, ply lined, white, £8,950
55 MERCEDES 311 CDI 12 Seat Mini Bus, mwb, high roof, sld, 60k, white £5,950
98 NEW HOLLAND  95 wheeled excavator, 4 in 1 bucket, 4 wd, 4000 hrs, very clean £12,950
05 NEW HOLLAND TC21 compact tractor, 4wd hst mid mount mower + grass collector 350 hrs  £7,950
IVOR WILLIAMS 14ft Tri-Axel Stock Trailer, Full sheep decks and division gate, Very tidy  £2,950

17.5%

KMF CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624
Mobile: 07866552902

STOCK LIST

Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

www.kmfcars.com

09 58 Ford Focus Titanium     £10,495
  2.0cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Black, 14,000 miles
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear
  Electric Windows, Air Con, Alloy Wheels, Rear Tinted 
  Windows, 1 Owner, 16 Months Manufactures 
  Warranty.
08 08 Volkswagen Jetta Sport Tdi    £ SOLD
  2.0cc, 4 Door, Saloon, Diesel, Silver, 30,000 miles
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows
  6 Speed, Air Con, Alloy Wheels, 6 Months Manufactures
  Warranty 
07 57  Volkswagen Passat Estate Tdi    £ SOLD
  2.0cc, Diesel, 140bhp, 5 Door, Black,  
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking Electric Windows,
  Air Con, Alloys, 6 Speed, 1 Owner 15,000 miles
08 08 Vauxhall Astra Life     £ 6995 
  1.6cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Silver, CD Player
  Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, 1 Owner,
  6 Months Manufactures Warranty 9500 miles
07 57 Volkswagen Polo E 60    £5795 
  1.2cc, 3 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Grey, 8900 miles
  CD Player, Central Locking, Rear Head Rests
  Cup Holders, 1 Owner, 1yrs MOT
07 07 Toyota Auris TR     £7795
  1.6cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Grey, 17,000 miles
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Electric
  Windows, Alloys, 1 Owner, 1yrs MOT 
07 07 Renault Scenic     £5995 
  1.6cc, 5 Door, MPV, Petrol, Gold, 42,000 miles
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Front &
  Rear Electric Windows, Air Con, Alloys, 1yrs MOT
06 56 Nissan Note SE      £5495
  1.4cc, 5 Door, Petrol, Blue 48,400 miles, CD Player,
  Front & Rear Electric Windows, Remote Central
  Locking, Air Con, Alloy Wheels
06 06 Renault Clio Dynamique Dci    £5995
  1.5cc, 3 Door, Hatchback, Diesel, Red, 22,000 miles 
  Remote Central Locking, CD Player, Air Con,
  Alloy Wheels, 1 Owner, 1 yrs MOT 
05 05 Vauxhall Vectra Breeze     £3995
  1.7cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Silver, 60,500 miles
  Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear Electric 
  Windows, Air Con, Serviced, 1 Yrs MOT
05 05 Ford Focus Zetec Climate    £ 5295
  1.6cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Grey, 24,400 Miles
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Electric 
  Windows, 1yrs MOT 

2007  Grey 3 door
28K miles, FSH,
Tax May 2011

Test March 2011.

Telephone: 
07909658677

(Oban)

£4995 o.n.o.

VW FOX 1.2 URBAN 
HATCHBACK

4-BERTH MOTORHOME
AUTO-SLEEPER POLLENSA

£16,500 o.n.o.

1998 S-reg, 67000 mls MoT 15.06.11
Excellent condition, Many extras

Ill health forces sale

Tel: Oban 07768 280010

STATIC ATLAS FESTIVAL 
CARAVAN 35’ 3 BEDROOMED

14,250 o.n.o.

Situated on Loch Awe Holiday Park. Good Condition
To include decking to 2 sides of caravan.

Site fee’s paid until 2011.

Any enquires please contact: 07836282704

£2900 o.n.o.

2000, metallic grey, 58,700 genuine miles, 
service history, sunroof, leather seats, electric 

windows, airbags, remote locking, ABS, 
alloys, good tyres,  60MPG, licenced end Nov, 
MOT Jan 2011, Really smart looking, clean 

wee car. Ideal ladies or second car.

Telephone: 
01470 582270

MERCEDES A170 
CDI AVANTEGARDE

£2200 o.n.o.

1.6Ltr, excellent condition, 
very economical to run. 

MOT June 2011, 
Tax Feb 2011, 74354 miles.

Telephone: 
01631 563898

FORD FOCUS 
ZETEC (2002)

S&S Services Subaru Tel: 01292 880080/880440 www.sandsservices.co.uk

Rodeo Denver Special 
Edition - £14990 + VAT
Including free towbar and electrics, 
over rail bedliner and rubber mats.

APPROVED USED CARS IN STOCK
SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0 D  5 DOOR HATCHBACK ........................................................................................................£18995
SUBARU IMPREZA 2.5 WRX 5 DOOR HATCHBACK ....................................................................................................£18995
SUBARU OUTBACK 2.0 D RE, MANUAL AUG 2008 .....................................................................................................£19495
SUBARU LEGACY 2.0 RE, 4 DOOR, JAN 2010 ............................................................................................................£21995
AUDI A6 2.4 QUATTRO SE AVANT 9969 MILES ...........................................................................................................£14995
PORSCHE 911 CARRERA COUPE, 41202 MILES ........................................................................................................£29995

SELECTION OF USED PICKUPS ALSO AVAILABLE

Drivetimes are continued on page 24



Coast Protection Act 1949
Trial Macroalgae Site: Lynn Of Lorn
Notice is hereby given that The Crown Estate has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by 
section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, in respect of a trial macroalgae site at the 
following location at Port a’Bhuiltin, Lynn of Lorn:
Description Latitude Longitude
Site corner: 1 56 29.176N 05 28.315W
Site corner: 2 56 29.627N 05 27.790W
Site corner: 3 56 29.718N 05 28.120W
Site corner: 4 56 29.299N 05 28.617W
  (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Ledaig Sub Post Office 
Benderloch, Oban PA37 1QN

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to: Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, Area 
2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of this notice 
quoting reference: 2SPC35169

The Crown Estate, Bell’s Brae, Edinburgh 
Dated: 23 September 2010

PUBLIC MEETING
A public meeting to discuss the decision regarding the short stay Pontoons in Oban Bay will be held 
on Friday 24th September at Corran Halls, Oban at 7:00 pm.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS
DOOR TO DOOR CANVASS

Electoral Registration Forms were posted to every residential property in Argyll & 
Bute during the month of August, listing the registration details held by the Electoral 
Registration Officer.

During the month of September/October canvassers will be visiting properties in some 
areas in an attempt to collect forms from those households who have not yet made a 
return.

IF YOU HAVE NOT MADE A RETURN YOU MAY RECEIVE A VISIT FROM ONE OF OUR 
CANVASSERS.   IN THE MEANTIME, YOU CAN STILL USE ONE OF THE METHODS 
BELOW TO MAKE YOUR RETURN.

Register by Freephone , Internet  or by
Mobile Phone Text Message

Details of how to do this will be on the Registration Form.

All services will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, throughout the canvass 
period and can be used by households where the names on the electoral register remain 
UNCHANGED from the previous year.

Register by Post   
If there are any ELECTOR NAME CHANGES required to the details appearing on the 
Registration Form, amendments should be made accordingly, and the form must be 
returned by POST in the pre-paid envelope provided.

David C Thomson
Electoral Registration Officer

WANTED
Landrover 90 or 110, new or old 

models, also Toyota Hilux and 
Land Cruiser, Range Rover and 

all Japanese models, high miles, 
damaged, anything considered, 
motorhomes and caravanettes 

also required.

Contact James 07866 590583 
or 07966 293996.

RENAULT TRAFFIC 
CAMPER VAN

£3800 o.n.o.

2.5 diesel, 4 wheel drive, MOT Sept 2011, 
Taxed Feb 2011, towbar, Ex Condition, very clean, 

non smoker, no pets.

Tel: 07796 308866

MASSEY FERGUSON 
265 TURBO

£9000 o.n.o.

Excellent Condition.

Tel: 07747 113114 Any Time

DEC.02 1.8 
LAGUNA ESTATE

£2500 o.v.n.o.

ONLY 57,200 MILES. T+T. NEW OIL CHANGE + ENGINE FLUSH – NEW TIMING BELT – NEW 
WATER PUMP – NEW DEPHASER AND CAM PULLEY + BELTS – XENON LIGHTS – DOUBLE 

TAILGATE – DOUBLE SIZE SUNROOF – MULTIPLE AIRBAGS – ALLOYS – GOOD TYRES 
– RECENT EXHAUST – HALF LEATHER – A/C – ROOF RAILS – MASSIVE BOOT SPACE – LOAD 
COVER – ALL OLD MoT’S 4x ELECTRIC WINDOWS – HEADLIGHT WASH SUPERB COND.  SAFE 

FAMILY CAR. 1 PREVIOUS OWNER.
Tel: 0751 337 6666 OR 01631 564141

PROPOSED SUBLET OF A CROFT
John Henderson Lamont 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent to sublet 
the whole croft at Moss to Mr 
Neil MacArthur of Heylipol for ten 
years .
If you are considered, shareholder 
or owner of a croft in the township 
or if the Commission consider 
that you have a direct interest in 
this application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in 
writing or other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW (e-mail:info@
crofterscommission.org.uk) by 7th 
October 2010. Please note that 
any comments you provide are 
part of an open process and will 
be made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would 
also be released under a Freedom 
of Information inquiry. Frivolous, 
vexatious or unreasonable 
comments cannot be accepted.

HONDA CIVIC 16i
V TEC SE

£4750 o.n.o.

66,000 miles, 6 months tax
12 month MOT

Excellent condition

Tel: 07767 800794

MAZDA RX8 
231PS

£7000 no offers.

2006 (56 plate) 23,000 miles, full leather interior, Bose sound 
system, Mot till April 2011, taxed Sept 2010, lady owner, im-

maculate condition inside and out, drives like a brand new car, 
well looked after, must be seen.

Contact Ailsa on 01586 830 218, or Mark on 07811 482 197.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/03777/FUL

10/03756/PIP

Development Address

Land 85m SE of Priests 
House
Acharacle

Land to North East of 
Lorien Hostel Brae
Foyers Road
Kinlochleven

Proposal Description

Temporary siting of two 
caravans for forestry 
workers (amendment to 
10/02162/FUL)

Renewal of planning 
permission 07/00230/
OUTLO for the demolition 
of redundant ATC Hut and 
provision of 8 detached 
housing sites

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Kinlochleven Service Point
(14 days)

Planning and Development Service
eplanning@Highland1, PO Box 5740, The Highland Council, Inverness IV1 9DH

A new Monitor Farm for Kintyre
NFUS and QMS invite Kintyre farmers, rural 

businesses and consultants to the Argyll 
Arms Hotel, Campbelltown on Wednesday 
29th September at 7.30pm to help launch 

the search for a new Livestock Monitor 
Farm in Kintyre.

A new Monitor Farm for Mull
NFUS and QMS invite Mull farmers, rural 
businesses and consultants to the Isle of 
Mull Hotel, Craignure, on Thursday 30th 
September at 7.30pm to help launch the 
search for a new Livestock Monitor Farm 

in Mull.

Contact Lucy Sumsion, NFUS Regional Manager at 01499 600154 
or lucy.sumsion@nfus.org.uk for more information.

NHS Open Information Event
Nevis Centre, Fort William.
29th September 2010 – 10am till 4pm
Find out about how health provision in Lochaber is developing and some of the 
innovative services we are planning or have implemented, locally.  
Come and talk with staff involved in designing and delivering services including:

Combined Assessment Unit/Step Down Unit •
Intermediate Care •
Reablement /Rehabilitation services •
Case Management/Anticipatory Care •
Telehealth •
Pulmonary Rehabilitation •
Cardiac Rehabilitation •

Members of the public are invited to drop in and fi nd out about current services 
and planned developments and will have the opportunity to feedback their views 
about local plans.
Tracy Ligema
Acting Locality General Manager, Lochaber
Fort William Health Centre, Camaghael, Fort William PH33 7AQ

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 14/10/2010

•Ref No: 10/01140/PPP
Applicant: Mrs G Black
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse and formation of new access
Site Address: Land South Of Sheiling (Garden Ground Of Pier House) Craighouse Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute PA60 7XS
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura

•Ref No: 10/01326/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G Ambery
Proposal: Erection of replacement porch
Site Address: Myrtle Cottage Inverlussa Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute PA60 7XW
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura

•Ref No: 10/01327/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G Ambery
Proposal: Erection of replacement porch
Site Address: Ivy Cottage Inverlussa Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute PA60 7XW
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura

•Ref No: 10/01474/PP
Applicant: Mr John Baker
Proposal: Replacement of existing roof covering from highland slate to natural spanish slate.
Site Address: 33 School Street Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers 
Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/01355/PP
Applicant: Catherine Kirk
Proposal: Extension to dwellinghouse incorporating conversion of existing detached outbuildings.
Site Address: Jura Cottage Jamieson Street Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA43 7HL
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 14/10/2010

•Ref No: 10/01281/PP
Applicant: Mr Glen MacDonald
Proposal: Formation of campsite containing 30 pitches.
Site Address: Cnocoran Campsite Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute PA76 6SP
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Iona

•Ref No: 10/01292/PP
Applicant: Ms Ingrid Emerson
Proposal: Alteration and extension to existing offices sited within the Hebridean Centre.
Site Address: Ballyhough Outdoor Centre Isle Of Coll Argyll And Bute PA78 6TE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll

•Ref No: 10/01433/PPP
Applicant: Catherine MacSween And Malcolm MacInnes
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South West Of Achnacroish Croft Balvicar Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4TE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

•Ref No: 10/01516/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs R Gordon
Proposal: Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse, erection of garage/office and erection of boundary wall.
Site Address: Kintore Benderloch Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QS
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Oban Bay 
Marine

MEMBERS
MEETING

7.30pm Monday 
27th September 
2010 Skipinnish, 
George Street.
Members of the 
public welcome.

Under The Fatal Accidents 
And Sudden Deaths Inquiry

(Scotland)Act 1976
The Sheriff of GRAMPIAN HIGHLAND AND 

ISLANDS AT FORT WILLIAM will hold an Inquiry 
on 21 and 22 October 2010 at 10.00am within the 

SHERIFF COURT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT 
WILLIAM, PH33 6EE into the circumstances of the 
death of ALEXANDER STEWART, 10 Glen Nevis 
Road, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EW who died on 
1 August 2008 at Lochaber Aggregates, Ben Nevis 

Industrial Estate, Fort William.
Alison Wyllie

District Procurator Fiscal
for the District of Fort William.

DRIVETIMES

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes



Part-time Senior Administration Officer
Fort William – 10.5 hours per week

Starting salary £20,481 (pro rata) Ref: FCS273180

You will provide a high quality, effective and efficient clerical and administrative 
support to SEPA’s West Highland and Argyll Operations team, including switchboard/
receptionist services.
With demonstrable experience of working in a customer-focused organisation, you will be
a team player able to work under pressure and to tight deadlines. Sound experience of
producing accurate work via Word and other packages/software is essential as is the
ability to work on your own initiative.
You must possess an HND or equivalent in a related subject. An understanding and
knowledge of SEPA’s role in protecting and improving Scotland’s environment would be
desirable but not essential.
Successful applicants will be asked to provide a Basic Disclosure Scotland Certificate.

Closing date for completed applications: Friday 8 October 2010.

To find out more or to apply visit our website
www.sepa.org.uk/vacancies or call 01786 452555.

Please quote reference number in 
any correspondence.

www.sepa.org.uk/vacancies

FULL TIME/PART/BANK RGN OR RMN
Competitive rates of pay

Excellent training opportunities

Day and night posts
Please contact Arlene/Brenda

Lynn of Lorne Care Home, Benderloch
www.arguscare.co.uk

Email: Arlene or Brenda
lynnoflorne@arguscare.co.uk

Tel: 01631 720278

JOHN MACLACHLAN GROUP
West Highland Gas Ltd
Customer Service Agents / delivery drivers 
Based at our Oban and Mull Depots. Responsible for 
the delivery of bottled gas (ADR preferable). Excellent 
customer care skills, basic computer literacy and a 
conscientious self motivated approach to work.

West Coast Loos
Service operative /delivery driver 
Based at our Oban depot. Responsible for the delivery and 
servicing of our portable toilets located across Argyll. 

Oban Skip Hire Ltd
Waste operatives at our Oban waste transfer station. 

John MacLachlan Group
HGV drivers required at our Oban and Mull depots for our 
various operations
For all posts, please request application form from:-
John MacLachlan Group, 
Torrangorm Industrial Estate, 
Oban , Argyll PA34 4PL 
Tel 01631 566370 or e-mail susan@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk

Oifi gear Leasachaidh Cànain

£25,576

Tha Sabhal Mòr a’ sireadh Oifi gear Leasachaidh Cànain a chuireas poileasaidh 
cànain ùr na Colaiste an gnìomh.

Tha sinn a’ lorg neach a tha misneachail agus aig a bheil comasan plana gnìomh a 
cho-òrdanachadh.  Bhiodh eòlas a thaobh leasachadh na Gàidhlig feumail. 

‘S e dreuchd ùr agus air leth cudromach a tha seo airson brosnachadh is 
leasachadh na Gàidhlig taobh a-staigh an t-Sabhail Mhòir agus am measg nam 
buidhnean eile a tha air an làraich. 

Bidh agaibh ri dhol tro sgrùdadh Disclosure Scotland. 

Tha co-ionnanachd aig cridhe Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. 

larrtasan ro: 07/10/10

Fhuaireas taic-airgid bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig airson an dreuchd seo.

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig na charthannais clàraichte an Alba SCO02578.

01471 888301 | obair@smo.uhi.ac.uk

TRAINEE FUNERAL DIRECTOR
An opportunity has arisen for an enthusiastic 

have a professional and sensitive manner with the ability to 
work as part of the team as well as on your own initiative.
The Applicant must also have excellent communication 

skills and be computer literate.  Full training and support will 
be given in obtaining The National Association of Funeral 

Directors Diploma or equivalent.
CV’s to be sent to ‘The Directors’ at John McLellan & 

Co Ltd, Dudley Road, Fort William by the 8th October or 
phone 07789608714 for more information.

Jo

hn
McLellan & Co Ltd

The British Red Cross helps vulnerable people in crisis, whoever and wherever they are.

We have an exciting opportunity for an experienced programme manager to join our health 

and social care team based in Helensburgh. You will work closely with Argyll and Bute 

Council and Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network to operate a short break bureau 

which will increase the uptake of respite care services, whilst facilitating better matching 

of service delivery to needs. In addition to having responsibility for the development of the 

project plan you will arrange short breaks for service users in accordance with assessed 

care needs using professional, sensitive and flexible methods and skills.

Educated to GCSE level or equivalent you must have experience of delivering high quality services 

to the public and a proven track record of working within a health or social care setting. Using 

your strong communication skills you will communicate effectively at all levels and demonstrate 

knowledge of the service being delivered or be willing to undertake training. Finally, you will also 

use your positive and flexible approach to ensure that you achieve deadlines and income targets.

For further information and to apply on-line please visit our website: www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Jobs 

or email wrk4us@redcross.org.uk. Alternatively please send an A4 69p stamped addressed envelope, 

quoting reference SNI/IOM/1168/PMSBB, to HR Dept, 4 Nasmyth Place, Hillington, G52 4PR. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: Friday 1 October 2010. 

We are committed to welcoming people from the widest possible diversity of background, 

culture and experience. The Red Cross undertakes CRB checking of all individuals who 

have regular contact with children and vulnerable adults.

The British Red Cross, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered 

in England -and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).

Programme manager – Short Break Bureau

Salary: Circa £23,000 pa / Hours: 35 hours per week / Location: Helensburgh

The following decrofting 
Directions have been granted:
Part Croft
10, 11 & 12 Upper Scotstown, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart.
Direction dated 14 September 
2010 granted to John R Baker 
and Ms Philippa A Sharpe.  
Area ext to 0.1 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land is used 
for a house site.  2. Complete 
enclosure of the land with 
a stockproof fence within 4 
months of completion of the 
proposed development.  3. 
Maintenance of the fence by 
each successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 4.86.25791
Part 7 Calgary, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
Direction dated 15 September 
2010 granted to William 
MacPhail.  Area ext to 0.25 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land is used 
for a house site.  2. Complete 
enclosure of the land with 
a stockproof fence within 4 
months of completion of the 
proposed development.  3. 
Maintenance of the fence by 
each successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 4.86.24540
Portnacloiche & Barmaddy, 
North Knapdale
Direction dated 15 September 
2010 granted to Duncan F 
Shaw.  Area ext to 0.151 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land is used 
for a house site.  2. Complete 
enclosure of the land with 
a stockproof fence within 4 
months of completion of the 
proposed development. 3. 
Maintenance of the fence by 
each successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 4.86.26303
8 Inveroy, Kilmonivaig
Direction dated 14 September 
2010 granted to Mrs Kathleen 
E MacDonald.  Area ext to 
0.204 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land is used 
for a house site.  2. Complete 
enclosure of the land with 
a stockproof fence within 4 
months of completion of the 
proposed development.  3. 
Maintenance of the fence by 
each successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 4.86.23284
The granting of these 
Directions may be appealed to 
the Scottish Land Court, within 
42 days from the date of this 
advert.  Information on how 
to appeal is available from the 
Crofters Commission.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Oban Filling Station
FULL/PART TIME SHOP 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED.
Part time/job share may be considered.

Approximately 35 hours per week. 

7-day rota system to include evening work

Tel 01631 566453

Closing date: 8 October 2010.
To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant
£14,216 - £15,074 Campbeltown Ref: DSE02013T
Based at Employability Offi ces, Temporary

Roadworker (2 Posts)
£288.23 per week Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: OSR00190
Based in Mull

Catering Assistant
£6.92 per hour Mull Ref: OSF20572/R
Tobermory High School, Term Time, 
Temporary, 22.5hrs per week

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

PLANT MECHANIC
Based at our Duisky site you will be 
responsible for carrying out routine 

maintenance and repairs on all our plant. 
You must have a good understanding of a 

wide variety of plant. Experience in working 
with hydraulics and welding will be an 

advantage. Indoor facilities are available but 
you must be willing to work outside in all 
weathers as and when situations dictate.

A clean driving licence is essential

Applicants should be resourceful and 
be able to work well on their own as 

well as with others.

The successful applicant will receive an 
excellent remuneration package.

Apply in writing to:
Bowmans

5 Duisky, Fort William, PH33 7AW
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SECRETARY/
GENERAL ASSISTANT

Part-time position (possibly full-time) 

Duties will include typing, reception, estate 

 Apply in writing to Anderson Banks, 
22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT 

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

A M Transport 
(Campbeltown) Ltd

HAVE A VACANCY IN 
OUR BUSY OFFICE FOR 

A FLEXIBLE PERSON.

Company Secretary
A M Transport 

(Campbeltown) Ltd
The Roading

Campbeltown
PA28 6LU

PLANNING & LOGISTICS 
ASSISTANT

Salary £17,000 - £21,000 per annum

Marine Harvest, the largest producer of Quality 
Atlantic Salmon, is currently seeking to identify a 
Planning and Logistics Assistant to join the Planning 
Department based at our Fort William premises.
 The Department is responsible for the co-ordination of all MHS processing 

by MH Sales and the Harvest Plan, managing availability and ensuring timely 
despatch.

important that candidates display a high level of numeracy and have experience 
of computer spreadsheets (preferably Excel). Candidates must also possess 

team.  Attention to detail is also an important part of this role.

 Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd., Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT, no later than Friday 1st October 2010.

OBAN FM
Sales and Advertising Co-ordinator

An exciting opportunity has arisen for an 

enthusiastic individual to co-ordinate with our 

existing advertisers and to liaise with business 

and organisations throughout Oban and Argyll 

to promote our advertising facility to ensure 

that Oban Fm continues to play a valuable role 

with in the local community.

The successful candidate will have excellent 

communication and computer skills, proven 

advertising and fi nancial experience and 

preferably knowledge of commercial radio. 

Familiarity with Oban and the surrounding area 

would also be an advantage.

The position off ers fl exible working hours, a 

competitive salary and other benefi ts. 

For further information, please contact Laura 
at Oban FM, George Street, Oban, 

Telephone 01631 570057

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on 
matters relating to the natural heritage.
The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, 
health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote 
its sustainable management and to encourage people to access and enjoy
it responsibly.

Admin Support (B grade)
Oban, £14,767 (26 hours per week)
(Ref: 071-049)
This position includes Word Processing, Finance including GPC, Record
Management, MIDAS, NCA and SCM support for Area Officers, Inventory and
Protective Clothing, Reception/Telephone and various other administrative duties.
Essential criteria: Administration, Record Management, Reception duties,
good IT and keyboard skills, good organisational, communication and
interpersonal skills.

Admin Support (A grade)
Oban, £13,926 (37 hours per week)
(Ref: 071-014)
This position is based in Reception and the duties include: answering the
telephone, handling routine enquiries; organising vehicle bookings for the
office and arranging maintenance of the office pool cars. Arranging meeting
room bookings and organising hospitality for meetings will also required.
Essential criteria: Relevant experience in: Reception duties, good IT and
keyboard skills, good organisational, communication and interpersonal skills.

A current valid driving license or other means of transport is required for
either post.
Closing date for both posts: Friday 15 October 2010.

Islay Goose Counter
Islay, £7.23 per hour, various hours, Rolling Seasonal
(Ref: 071-080)
You will undertake scheduled goose counts on Islay as part of a monitoring
programme for the Islay Local Goose Management Scheme and carry out
other forms of monitoring work in relation to the Goose Management Scheme,
e.g. roost counts and dropping counts, as requested from the Goose Scheme
Area Officer.
You must have access to a telephone, the ability to work with others and
a basic understanding of goose issues on Islay.
Closing date: Sunday 10 October 2010.

We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

snhjobs.co.uk

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

01471 888301 | obair@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Neach-sgeadachaidh Làn-ùine
Full-time Housekeeping Assistant
c. £11,000

An toil leat a bhith ag obair ann an sgioba thrang? Am bu thoil leat na sgilean 

Gàidhlig agad a neartachadh?  Tha sinn an-dràsta a’ sireadh neach-sgeadachaidh do 
Roinn Goireasan na Colaiste. Bhiodh e na bhuannachd Gàidhlig a bhith agad cheana, 
ged a bhios cothroman ionnsachaidh ri fhaotainn. 

Do you enjoy working in a busy team? Would you like to develop your Gaelic skills?  

We currently have a vacancy for a full-time housekeeping assistant in our busy 
Facilities Department.  You will be a Gaelic-speaker, preferably, although Gaelic classes 
are provided.

Neach-fàilteachaidh (fòrladh màthaireil)
c. £13,000

A bheil e a’ còrdadh ribh a bhith a’ dèiligeadh ri  diofar dhaoine ann an àrainneachd thrang? 

Tha sinn a’ lorg neach-fàilteachaidh a tha beothail agus easgaidh a bhios mar 
phàirt den sgioba fhàilteachaidh againn.  Bidh sibh fi leanta sa  Ghàidhlig agus bidh 
comasan conaltraidh fìor mhath agaibh. 

Bidh agaibh ri dhol tro sgrùdadh Disclosure Scotland 

Tha co-ionnanachd aig cridhe Shabhal Mòr Ostaig 

Iarrtasan ro/Apply by: 7/10/2010

Barrachd fi osrachaidh/Further information:

COOK
REQUIRED

40hour week 
over a 

4 day period
Please contact 
Arlene/Brenda

Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home, Benderloch
www.arguscare.co.uk

Email: Arlene or 
Brenda

lynnoflorne@
arguscare.co.uk

Tel: 01631 720278

Surveyors

Deliver a     
warmer welcome



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
  Covering Glasgow, 

Argyll and the Islands

We provide a friendly and reliable service to all our customers

• Rewiring & New Builds
• Commercial & Industrial Installations
• Periodic Inspection & Testing
• Portable Appliance Testing
• Electric Heating Installations
• Lighting & Emergency Lighting
• Fire Alarm Installations

• Door Entry Systems
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Service & Maintenance
• Hazardous Areas Installations
• Trace Heating Installations
• Data Network Installations
• Industrial Electrical Automation

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service

 • Free Estimates
•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com
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on earth and die in their sins,
 are there tormented 

“And in hell he lifted up
 his eyes, being in torments.”

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

JOHN ALLAN 

KILNINVER

Ward, Lorn and Islands 

My Islay lass.. is the best that’s ever been
My Islay lass.. married me at auld gretna green

My Islay lass.. loves being by the sea shore

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

ENAMEL GUINNESS 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT

RAINFOREST TAKE 

STAR-LITE SWING 

TOMY BABY SENSE 
MONITOR FAMILY Parent 

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

AQUAROLL WATER 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

MENS SHEEPSKIN 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

PINK PLAY STATION 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

Registered Highland 
Ponies- 3 year old and 

Rhue Farm, Arisaig 

 FIREWOOD

 FURNITURE

 GARDEN

 HIGHLAND DRESS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME OFFICE

 LIVESTOCK

GOATS FOR SALE British 

White, Grey or Blue, also 

MAIL ORDER

OBAN TIMES WEST 

MARINE UNDER £250

but hardly used. Model 

marine diesel engines. 

MISCELLANEOUS

MOBILITY

MOORING
OBAN MOORING 

meter boat . Position 

Maintained by NWM every 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER MORINO 1vs 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

boat rod, used, very good 

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PARTY INVITES 

 TOYS AND GAMES

WANTED

PERSONALS

Lots of Love Mum, Dad, 
Rebekah, Lewis and all the 

family in Mull, Oban and Lewis.xx

everyone at the 
Lorn and Islands 

•SATELLITE REPAIRS



ENGAGEMENTS
BROWN - TOOGOOD - 
Both families are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
of Alistair, son of the 
late Archibald Bisset and 
Catherine Morgan Brown, 
Clydebank, to Chrisanne, 
youngest daughter of 
Richard and Katie Toogood, 
Connel.

MARRIAGES
MACLEAN - MAYFIELD
- The marriage quietly 
took place on Wednesday, 
September 8, 2010, at St 
Columba’s Church, Gruline, 
Isle of Mull, between Sir 
Lachlan Maclean Bt of 
Duart and Morvern and Mrs 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
SHARP - MACFARLANE 
– The marriage took place in 
the Parish Church Oban on 
September 29, 1960 by the 
Rev. William MacDonald.
Alexander to Marion

RUBY WEDDING 

DEATHS
BUCHANAN - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on Thursday 
September 16, 2010 Bunty 
(nee McAllister), aged 
79 years, wife of the late 
Jimmy, loving mum of 
Margaret, Jimmy and 
Karen and mother-in-law 
to Dawn, Cooky and Mark 
and the proud and much 
loved granny of Julie, John, 
Ruaridh, Catherine and Zoe. 
A very special lady who will 
be sadly missed.
CARRAGHER -Joseph 
(Joe) - Peacefully at Eader 
Glinn residential home, 
on Wednesday September 
15 2010 aged 89 years.  A 
loving husband of Maimie, 
and a much loved uncle and 
great uncle held in respect 
and huge fondness by all his 
family. A service will take 
place on Friday September 
24, at St Columba`s 
Cathedral, Oban at 10am, 
to which all are respectfully 
invited.
McKAIN - George Thomas 
(senior), died peacefully 
at Belford Hospital on 
Sunday, September 19, 
aged 81. Loving father of 
George McKain and Delia 
O’Hare. Funeral to be held 
in Keil Church, Lochaline 
on Friday, September 24 

only please and donations, 
if desired, to MacMillan 
Cancer Research. Always in 
our hearts.
STEWART - Peacefully 
in her sleep after a short 
illness at Raigmore 
Hospital Inverness, on 
Friday, September 17, Ruth 
Stewart (nee McTaggart), 
aged 90, of Inverness, 
(formerly Newtonmore & 
Kinlochleven). Dear wife of 
John Alex and much loved 
mother of Donald, Ian and 
Duncan. Funeral Service 
on Monday, September 
27, 2pm, at St. Mary’s 
Church, Carnoch, Glencoe 
and thereafter to St John’s 
Cemetery, Ballachulish. All 
friends respectfully invited. 

WILLIAMSON - Sud-
denly, but peacefully, on  
September 18, 2010, David 
John, aged 84 years, belov-
ed husband of Mae, loving 
father and father-in-law of 
Sandra and Denis, Moira 
and Eric and Pamela and 
Angus.  Unconditional love 
for his dear grandchildren, 
Laura and Sean, Carol and 
Kevan, Mark, Trina, Vhairi, 
Steven, Leanne and Scott, 
and his great grandchildren 
Leigh, Devin Josh, Emma 

GRADUATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

WEDDINGS

MEMORIALS

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES
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SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 26 September 2010

Trinity 17
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Choral Mattins ................ 10.15

Sunday School and Crèche
Parish Eucharist ...............11.30

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Harvest Evensong ......15.30
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ...........11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ...........08.00
Evensong ...................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 26 September 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 26 September 2010

Oban High School
Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

Congratulations to Dr Rebecca Rodger who recently 
graduated with a PhD in Speech Science from Queen 

Margaret University in Edinburgh. Rebecca is the 
daughter of Rebecca Macdonald Rodger and the 

late James Rodger of Lochcarron, Ross-shire, and 
granddaughter of the late Hugh and Bessie Macallister 

of Creagan Park, Tobermory. Rebecca is now 
researching therapeutic interventions for the speech of 

children with hearing impairment in Cornwall.

ALLAN MCLELLAN graduated from Staffordshire 
University in Creative and Cultural Industries: Digital 

Media Production and Photography.
Allan is the son of Margaret and Tom Mclellan, 

Manish, Taynuilt.

MacCormick - Ferguson
Joan MacCormick and Donald Ferguson, Lochaber Road, 

Fort William were married in Antigua on June 8, 2010.

and Cameron.  For funeral 
details contact john Kane 
tel: 01389 733333.  A me-
morial service will be held 
in Tobermory parish church 
on  October 16, 2010.  Fam-

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

GUNN – Iain and David 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all their 
expressions of sympathy, 

after the death of Mary 
(May).  With thanks 
to the Rev Gaston and 
Rev Williams for their 
comforting service at 
Mannal, Helyipol Church 
and Soroby graveside.  
Thanks also to Tony 
MacEwan for his uplifting 
music, to the Co-operative 
Funeral Service and to 
staff at Scarinish Hotel for 
a superb buffet.   Finally 
thanks to all who came to 
pay their respects to May. 
MACKENZIE – Darren’s 
family thanks all friends, 
family, community and 
beyond for their comforting 
expressions of sympathy 
and kindness: to the Rev. 
Euan Nicol and Dr Iain 
MacNicol for the uplifting 
service in the church and at 
the graveside; to Joyce for 
playing the organ; to Freada 

arrangements: to Linda and 
her team and community 
for tea; to Duncan Gunn 

arrangements and to 
everyone who came to pay 
their respects and donated 
so generously to the retiring 
collection.  The sum of 
£1,090.00 will be given to 
Headway Highland.
MACKAY – The family 
of the late Jean Mackay 
wish to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

during their recent sad 
bereavement and also all 
friends and neighbours in 
Inveraray for their many 
kindnesses to Jean.  Thanks 
also to Dr Bijral and staff at 
the surgery, the ambulance 
men and the doctors and 
nurses of Ward 23, Royal 
Alexandra Hospital for 
loving care and attention.  
Special thanks to Rev Louis 
Bezuidenhout for guidance, 
spiritual comfort and a very 
moving service and to Mrs 

and comforting farewell at 
Kilkerran, Arthur, Joanna 
and staff of Caladh for 
all funeral arrangements 
and the Ardshiel Hotel for 
catering.  We also thank all 
who attended at Inveraray 
Church and the cemetery 
and our deep gratitude to 
Steven and to Christeen.  
The sum of £500 was 
collected for The British 
Heart Foundation and 
Inveraray Church.
MACKINNON - The 
family of the late Matilda 
MacKinnon, (Tilly), would 
like to sincerely thank 
everyone for all their help, 
support and sympathy 
received during their 
recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Canon MacKay 
and Sister Mary Jo (Oban), 
Father MacDonald, Father 
MacAulay and Father 
MacLellan (South Uist) 
for their spiritual comfort.
Thanks to Hamish Hoey 
& Son, Undertakers, 
Oban and MacIntyre, 
Undertakers, South Uist, 
for their services. Also 
to the crew of the M.V. 
Lord of the Isles. An extra 
special thank you to Iain 
Archie, Annmarie and 
Dolly for all their help 
with arrangements. Finally, 
thank you to all who sent 
mass and sympathy cards 
and all who came to pay 
their last respects in Oban 
and South Uist.
MACLEAN - Ray would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours, 

tributes, cards and kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
grateful thanks also to the 
local nursing service and 

Society in Ballachulish, 
thanks also to Helen and 
Douglas, funeral directors 
and to the Hollytree for 
their excellent lunch.

MEMORIAMS
ALLAN – In loving mem-
ory of my dear brother 
Hamish, who died Sep-
tember 24 1975, aged 18 
years also remembering 
our parents Jimmy, who 
died April 12 1967 aged 
45 years and Cathie who 
died August 12, 1977 aged 
54 years.
Quietly remembered in our 
hearts over the years
-John and Family. 
ANDERSON – In loving 
memory of William Stuart 
(Andy) who died Septem-
ber 25, 2005 a much loved 
father, father-in law and 
papa.
May the winds of love 
blow softly and whisper 
for you to hear that we’ll 
always love and miss you 
Dad and wish that you 
were here.
- Mandy & Duncan Mar-
garet & Donald Alaine 
Kenny & Craig

CARMICHAEL - In mem-
ory of a loving dad, grandpa 
and great grandpa, Duncan, 
who passed away on Sep-
tember 25, 1989, 
To us you were so special
What more is there to say
Except to wish with all our 
hearts
That you were here today.
- From your family, home 
and abroad.
MACCORMICK - In lov-
ing memory of our parents, 
Fergus and Chrissie who 
passed away September 
26,1997 and September 10, 
2003.
This day is remembered and 
quietly kept
No words are needed, we 
shall never forget
For those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every-
day
Unseen and unheard, but al-
ways near
So loved, so missed and so 
very dear.
- Joan.
MACKINNON - Joan, 
Creagan Hough, Isle of Ti-
ree. Died September 30, 
1997.
In loving memory 
- From Neil, Kaide, Monica, 
May and grandsons James, 
Calum and Charlie.
Always in our thoughts.
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of Ronan Ma-
cLeod, 5/02/69 – 21/09/09
I remember the day I met 
you
And the day God made you 
mine
I remember the day God 
took you
And will till the end of 
time.
We made our vows together
Until death do us part
But the day God took you 
from me
My whole world fell apart
Sometimes I think I’m 
dreaming
I can’t believe its true
That I can go on living
When I no longer have you.
And the memories of the 
happy years
When we were together; the 
joys, the tears, the love, the 
fears
Will stay with me forever.
Love and miss you always.
- Varie xx

MACLEOD -  Daddy is 
such a special word
A word that brings to mind
A big warm smile, a helping 
hand
A way of being kind.
Devotion to the family, a 
word of patience too
Daddy is such a special 
word
Because it stands for you.
Love and miss you forever
- Morgan and Blair xx
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of our dearly be-
loved son, Ronan, passed 
away September 21, 2009.
Forever in our hearts and 
thoughts.
- Love mum and dad.
MACLEOD - In memory 
of Ronan, our dearest broth-
er, brother in law and uncle, 
Always in our minds and 
our hearts.
- Love Jonathon , Ileen-
Jane, Coll and Callum.
MACLEOD – Ronan. Al-
ways so thoughtful, loving 
and kind
A beautiful memory you left 
behind
You’re photo stands in pride 
of place
A lovely smile lights up 
your face
You always seem to be so 
near
How we wish Ronan you 
were still here
A wonderful son-in-law we 
both adored
Always loved, forever 
mourned.
- Donnie and May
MACLEOD - Ronan.  In 
loving memory of our won-
derful brother in law and 
uncle, Ronan, who was 
tragically taken from us one 
year ago.
We miss you in so many 
ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
And when sometimes we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all.
- Love Donna, Andrew, Joni 
Kate and Joel.xxx
MILLIN – In loving mem-
ory of my mother and father, 
mother who died September 
27, 1980, father who died 
May 10, 1986.
- Inserted by their son, Cre-
agan, Strontian.

MACDONALD – 
AL-HOSANI

Both families are 
delighted to announce the 
engagement of Donald, 

only son of Christine and 
John, to Samira, eldest 
daughter of Fiona and 

Mohammed
(Abu Dhabi) on 

September 4, 2010.

MACFADYEN 
– CRAWFORD
Alex and Cynthia 

25/09/70 at Torosay 
Curch.  Well done. 

Congratulations.  – Love 
all the family and friends. 

xx

AN OBAN-based dance 
instructor is inviting 
people to dance their 

raising money for 
Cancer Research UK.

Magdalena Sadlik is 
calling on Oban folk 
to come to her Zumba 
dance class on Saturday 
to learn some moves and 
support a good cause.

Latin
Zumba is a Latin 

dance which is said to 
be good for body and 
mind, allowing people 
to have fun and burn off 
between 500 and 1,000 
calories.

Magdalena said: ‘The 
motto behind Zumba 
is ditch the workout 
– enjoy the party.’ 

Cancer Research UK 
is the world’s leading 
charity dedicated to 
beating cancer through 
research.

The charity spends 
£36 million in Scotland 
annually and supports 
research into all aspects 
of cancer. 

Magdalena said: ‘I 
am so happy to support 
Cancer Research this 
way.

‘Zumba can also help 
ill people stay strong; it 
is uplifting and makes 
people smile.’ 

The Zumba class 
takes place at Oban 
High School at 7pm. 
Admission costs £4.00 
and will be donated to 
Cancer Research UK.

Cancer Research to 
cash in on worldwide 
dance craze

Thought for the Week
Papal visit - The Diocese of Argyll and the Isles
Bishop Toal writes:
SEPTEMBER 16 turned 
out to be a day of great joy 
for the Catholic Church 
in Scotland, and for 
many other people of our 
country, as we welcomed, 
along with Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip, Our Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict 
XVI, to our country, and 
in particular to the great 
cities of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. 

Hundreds of people 
from across the 
Diocese of Argyll and 
the Isles travelled to 
both Edinburgh and 
Glasgow to witness the 
St. Ninian’s Day Parade 

and the passage of Pope 
Benedict through the 
streets of Edinburgh and 
the celebration of Holy 
Mass in the afternoon 
in Bellahouston Park, 
Glasgow. For many it 

involved a long journey, 
some having to cross the 
Minch the day before 
and others leaving 
very early on Thursday 
morning from our more 
distant parishes, but 

everyone who went was 
thrilled to be part of this 
public celebration of 
our Catholic faith, and 
returned home happy to 
have seen the Holy Father 
and to have heard the 
words of encouragement 
he offered with regard 
to living our ancient 

these shores by holy men 
like St. Ninian and St. 
Columba, in our modern 
world.

We were all touched 
by his gracious presence 
and gentle smile and 
responded with real 
affection and gratitude 
to his inspiring words 
and warm gestures. We 
truly felt his presence 
among us brought God’s 
blessing and a great boost 
to us a community of 
faith and as individuals 
striving to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ as best 
we can today, inspired by 
the example of St Peter, 
St. Andrew, and the holy 
men and women who 
have faithfully served the 
Lord in Scotland through 
the last 1600 years.’

Obituary
Dr. Edward Antony Muir M.B, Ch. B (1933-2010)
EDWARD Antony Muir 
was born in Greenock 
in 1933 to Edward 
Muir and Lesley Boyle. 
Tony’s formative years 
were spent on the banks 
of the Clyde and his 
love for sailing and the 
river stayed with him 
throughout his life.

When the Clydebank 
Blitz was at its height 
in 1941, he and his 
sister were evacuated 
to Achnamara near 
Lochgilphead beginning 
a life-long love for 
Argyll. And it was 
while at Achnamara, 

memorable thrashing 
- rightly he was later 
to admit - having been 
caught dismembering a 
frog.

Growing up by the Clyde, 
it was inevitable that 

by the shipbuilding 
and engineering that 
surrounded him. He 
always wanted to be an 
engineer but chose to 
study medicine instead 
to please his parents, and 
probably in atonement 
for the frog.

Life at Glasgow 
University suited 
him well. He had a 
photographic memory 
which meant minimum 
study and maximum 
free time. He used it 
productively. His sporting 
interests continued but 
too often, he would 
admit, got in the way of 
his social life. 

After graduating, he 
joined the Royal Navy as 
Lieutenant Commander, 

in Malaysia as part of the 
Far East Fleet. More than 
once he was parachuted 
into the Bornean jungle 
to tend to the casualties 
of war, gaining the 
Borneo Campaign 
Medal and The Malaysia 
Medal for Gallantry. The 
experience gave him an 
enduring respect for ex-
servicemen.

Married by this time 
and with two young 

sons, Jonathan and 
Nicholas, he settled into 
General Practice back 
in Greenock. When the 
opportunity to move to 
Oban came, he joined 
Dr. Caroline Robertson’s 
Medical Practice.

A few years later, he 
set up his own practice 
in Boswell House with 
Barbara Maddox as 
his partner and, from 
then until he retired, he 
worked tirelessly for the 
people of Oban.

Most of his patients 

Many of his medical 
colleagues were too. He 
was known for his gruff 
manner and no-nonsense 
approach. He did not 
suffer fools gladly. For 
all that, they recognised 
a good doctor when they 
saw one and his surgery 
was always full. 

It was perhaps with the 
elderly that his true caring 
nature came through. 
He was physician to 
the geriatric hospital at 
Dalintart for many years 
and would often admit to 
being near to tears at the 
old bodachs, many from 
the islands, dying alone 
with tubes coming out of 

able to comfort them in 
their own language.

Single-handed practice 
was not easy. The 
demands of being always 
on call were immense. 
He saw life in the raw - 
victims of car accidents, 
suicides, still-births, 
divers with the bends and 
those with broken minds.

When he had time off, 

he enjoyed nothing better 

on the Dee with his old 
friend Tommy Corson or 
shooting in Inverliever 
Forest. He greatly 
enjoyed the company of 
gamekeepers, gillies and 
farmers and he had a lot of 
time for ex-servicemen, 
going out of his way to 
make sure their last days 
were as comfortable as 
he could make them.

In 1985 he married 
Fiona. They settled 

Dunmore and then in 
their present home. He 
enjoyed tinkering in his 
workshop, experimenting 
with bits of metal. 

He enjoyed the 
sanctuary of his study 
until the cigarette burns 
on the carpet forced Fiona 
to evict him on Health 
and Safety grounds. He 
borrowed Nick’s clarinet 
and taught himself to 
play. Unfortunately his 
repertoire of Vera Lynn 
classics failed to charm 
the hearts or ears of his 
neighbours. He enjoyed 
traditional jazz and was a 
devoted fan of the Clyde 
Valley Stompers.

He loved his sons 
greatly. He was Pop to 
his grandchildren Isla and 
Ross and the twins Ellie 
and Amy. Sadly, Nick 
predeceased his father 
earlier this year but Tony 
was too ill by that time to 
take the reality in. 

Tony Muir was a larger 
than life character. He did 
everything to excess. He 
was intelligent, charming, 
quick-witted, humorous, 
cantankerous and kind. 
He was an outstanding 
and respected family 
doctor. 

As his health began to 
deteriorate, his level of 
activity decreased until, 
in the last few months he 
was rarely able to leave 
his bed. Up until he died, 
Fiona nursed him day 
and night to a level that 
far exceeded excellence. 
He was loved to the very 
end. M.R.

HIV charity 
work praised
FORMER Moderators 
praised the work of 
the Kirk’s HIV charity 
as it hit a £1 million 
fundraising milestone.

In 2010 alone almost 
£200,000 has been 
raised for the Church 
of Scotland HIV/AIDS 
Project, which supports 
frontline care across the 
world. A vast majority 
of this money came 
from congregations and 
members of the Kirk in 
Argyll. 

The Very Reverend Dr 
Andrew McLellan, hailed 
the Project’s work as a 
fantastic achievement 
after it broke the £1 
million barrier. 

Dr McLellan said: 
‘When people mumble 
that the church is in crisis 
this remarkable story 
needs to be told. 

‘The project has 
been encouraging 
congregations to face 
up to tough questions 
on HIV, challenging the 
church to combat the 
stigma and discrimination 
which often accompanies 
an HIV positive 
diagnosis.’ In Argyll 
the project encourages 
congregations to combat 
this stigma.

BAXTER – SMITH - At 
St. Columba’s Cathedral 
Oban on September 24 

1970, Eddie Baxter to Irene 
Smith.  Congratulations 

from all the family.  Love 
to Gran and Papa from 

Shannah – Chloe and Cian 
xxx

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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Fort return to form
‘The boys have really bucked up their ideas’ - Calum MacLean

FOOTBALL
Highland League

Fort William 2
Strathspey Thistle 1

FORT WILLIAM made it 
four points from six in their 
last two games when they 
disposed of fellow strugglers 
Strathspey Thistle in a tense 
battle at Claggan Park.

True to from Fort made it 
tough on themselves, easing 
to a two-goal lead only to 
allow Jags back into things.

It was a nervy last 10 
minutes as Strathspey 
pressed, but Fort were worth 

half hour spell after the break 
when they should have sewn 
matters up.

‘It was even-steven in the 

the second we really came 

Calum MacLean MacLean 
told the Oban Times 
pitchside.

‘We got the early goal, but 
when we got the second the 
players thought the game 
was over and let them back 
into it. But to be fair, they 
were coming at us at the 
end and we did well to keep 
them out.

‘For the last two weeks the 
boys have really concentrated 
and bucked up their ideas. I 
think we deserved it in the 

wide when clean through.
Fort fought back and clever 

play from Danny MacIntosh 
saw Iain Maclellan waltz 

shot from a tight angle just 
cleared the far post.

At the other end Bobrowski 
made a real hash of his shot 
from 10 yards when well-
placed, but almost made 
amends with a powerful 
header – tipped over 
brilliantly by Campbell - 
only for Strathspey to be 
penalised.

Fizz

talk must have had some 

after the break with all guns 
blazing and were two up 
within six minutes.

First Iain Maclellan met a 

head home from 10 yards, 
then Danny MacIntosh 

angle after keeper Ridgers 

misjudged a Michael Ellis 

Bobrowski both missed 
chances as Strathspey looked 
to cut their arrears and they 
grabbed a goal back on 59 

beyond Campbell.
Fort talisman Sean Ellis 

came on and made an 
immediate impact with a 
brilliant run to the by-line 
and cutback to Michael 
Ellis, who somehow planted 
his shot wide.

Iain Maclellan then clipped 

25-yard rocket looked a 

wide, but as the clock ticked 

began to look increasingly 
fragile as Strathspey looked 
for a leveller.

They should have had 
it, too, in a last-second 
goalmouth stramash, but 

gasps of relief from home 
fans in the enclosure.

them up nicely for their trip 
to Golspie Sutherland in the 
Active Nation Scottish Cup 

REPORT by 

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Aerial duel: Fort’s Michael Ellis and Gary Sutherland 
battle it out. 10_f39footie01

Pairs competition 
at BA Club

BOWLS

Alan Robinson and Sandy 
McIntosh, front, won 
the recent full six-rink 
Jim’s Hire Services Pairs 
competition at the BA
Club. 
Runners up, pictured at 
rear, were Martin Keenan 
and Dougie MacLachlan.
Helen Ross is presenting 
the trophy. 
In the club’s  J G 
MacGregor Pairs Cup, 
a keenly contested 
competition ended with 
Elizabeth Kennedy and 
Alan Robinson beating 
Gordon Hamilton and 
Tam Rodgers 11 shots 
to six in the round-robin 
competition.

Fort William golf

GOLF

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club 
had a busy weekend, hold-
ing the Alcan foursomes 
on Saturday and the senior 
medal on Sunday.

Results:
Alcan foursomes - 1, 

Frank Sweeney and Peter 

2, Josie Stewart and John 
Ferguson 74-9=65.

Senior medal – 1, Dave 

Cameron 88-19=69.

Isle of Skye golf

GOLF

held the Benford Cup this 
weekend.

Results:
Category One – 1, A. 

Category Two – 1, P. Mc-
-

Fort Augustus golf

GOLF

Club played their Texas 
scramble on Sunday. 

Results:
1, C.Burnett, G. Mac-

donald and A. MacDon-

R.Mackay and L. Mackay 

N.Callow and A. Gilchrist 
63.4.

Lochaber
lose at Moray

RUGBY51 –10 away to Moray on 
Saturday – but the score 

in a contest that was evenly 
matched for most of the 
game.

Moray opened the game 
with all guns blazing. 
Some incisive running by 
the stand-off and centres, 
supported by the back row, 
carved open the defence and 

succession. One came from 
a charged down kick at the 
other from sheer force of 
numbers on the wing.

They clawed their way back 
into the game with a penalty 
kick, followed by a break-
away try and conversion all 

Turnbull. 
Lochaber had the edge 

over Moray for long phases 

forwards providing a good 
solid platform to work off, 
centres Stephen Trail and 
Tristan Sanders made several 

did winger Robbie Nelson. 
The wingers and full back 

were successful in chasing 

under pressure.
Lochaber had reduced the 

right back in the match just 

Moray struck back with a 
try almost straight away and 
scored again early in the 
second half. 

There then followed a period 
of 20 minutes when Moray 

but were held at bay by some 

to sub their prop and winger 
due to injury and then had a 
player sin-binned for killing 
the ball. The pressure told 
and eventually gave away 
a try. Moray scored twice 
more in the dying minutes 

score 51-10 giving them a 

win this season.
This Saturday Lochaber 

play host to RAF 
Lossiemouth at Banavie. 

chalked up an impressive 
series of results at 
competitions over recent 
months.

Laura MacLachlan, from 
Garradh Mhor, North 
Ballachulish and her 
horse Capitalist, known at 
home as Mac, have been 
competing in ridden hunter 
classes all over Scotland.
The duo have been placed 
in the top two at every 
competition entered and 
have just returned from Blair 

seconds.
Other results for Laura 

the novice hunter class and 
a second in the open hunter 
at Doune and Dunblane, 
a second in the produced 
hunter and second in the 

Amateur, a second at the 
Ingliston Spring Grand 

and District RC showing.
Laura and Mac have also 

of England Showground.
Meanwhile, Laura has 
started a stable club for 
Lochaber primary school-
aged children in which they 
learn all aspects of caring for 
and looking after ponies.

‘There has been a great 
response so far and everyone 

told The Oban Times.

EQUESTRIAN

successful season 
in the saddle

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

North picks heading for the top
Football starlets Iain Foggo and Iain MacLellan. 10_f39north01

TALENTED Lochaber 

Foggo and Iain MacLellan 
have been selected to play 
for the North of Scotland 

both aged 17, who play for 
Fort William FC at right 
back and centre forward 
respectively, came through a 
tough selection process and 
will now do their best to help 
the North win through to the 

FOOTBALL

National Cup.
Depute head teacher Paul 

Reynolds said: ‘This is a 
great achievement for the 
lads as the team is selected 
from all boys in the whole 
of the North of Scotland 
including all of the extremely 
talented Aberdeen teams, 
Ross County and Inverness 

top two of their section, 
which includes Forth Valley, 
Angus and Fife. The team 
lines up against Ross County 
in a friendly on Tuesday.

also set to make his mark 
at regional level after he 
was picked for the North of 

is mourning the passing of 

week.
John Mason ran the 

laundrette in Fort William 

strips free of charge every 
week for the last 20 years or 
more.

in France. 
The club would like to 

pass on its condolence to 
his widow Maureen and his 
family.

RUGBY

Lochaber rugby 
mourns death of 
club stalwart

Skye’s motoring spectacular draws crowd of 300
enthusiasts were treated to a 
spectacular day of rallying in 

Forest on Saturday.
The event, organised by the 

Isle of Skye Rally Club, drew 
more than 300 spectators and 
22 cars for the six timed runs 
against the clock along the 
testing 1.9 mile route.

Augustus claimed overall 
victory in his Subaru Impreza 

outing. Raey only took 
delivery of the Impreza two 
day before the event. 

Class 2 winner was Craig 
MacIver from Muir of Ord 

Wood from Inverness 
took Class 3 in his Talbot 

Dunvegan’s Neil Morrison gets airborne in the gravel sprint at Skeabost. 
Photo by Jon Pear

RALLY
Sunbeam, Class 4 winner was 

in his Sunbeam and Dougall 
Brown won Class 6 in his 
Mitsubishi Evo 9.

Scottish rally legend Jock 
Armstrong from Castle 

‘All the drivers said it was 

The Oban Times. ‘We had 
two big jumps on one stage, 
which were unbelievable. It 
was a fantastic atmosphere 

Organisers thanked 
everybody who made the 
day such a success. The 

Wednesday, September 29.

week two of the Oban Express 
Primary Football League 

community pitch at the high 
school with a good turnout of 
players and spectators.

In the Juniors, a top of the 
table clash got the day off to a 
bright start with Lochgilphead 
winning to bring the 
Galaxy back down to earth. 
Lochgilphead also beat Ben 
Lora but some cracking saves 
and bravery from Ben Lora 

table toppers at bay for long 
stages of the game.

Galaxy got back in the swing 
of things in one of the games 
of the day, a hard fought draw 

did manage to lift themselves 
up to sixth in the table with a 
win over Pumas.

in second place with a win 
over the youngsters of the 
Swifts, with the Swifts keeper 
John Douglas making some 
amazing saves to keep them in 
with a chance before a Jamie 

close encounter with Pumas 
with Euan Logan scoring a 
double to give them a 2-0 win. 
Benderloch also got two wins 
out of two with comfortable 
victories over the Swifts and 
their own neighbours and 
stablemates Ben Lora.

Over in the seniors 
Lochgilphead Warriors battled 
their way to top spot, collecting 
full points from Appin and 
Stoddy Boys and looked to 
be heading for a clean sweep 
when Ciaran McPhee evaded 
a couple of Stoddarts tackles 
before driving the ball into the 
corner but Stoddarts fought 
back and were rewarded 
late in the game when Liam 

to bullet home a header from 

corner.
Stoddarts had earlier lifted 

themselves into the top 
half of the table winning at 
Thistle and narrowly beating 
Saints Boys with another 
headed goal from Liam 

second however by defeating 
Lochnell and Appin.

Team of the day was the 
Oban Saints who were the 
only side to record three 
straight victories with wins 
over Wolves, courtesy of a 
Ben Coates hat trick, and 
Tralee. 

But they were made to work 
hard against Stoddy Boys 
who went 2-0 up before half 

brought the Saints level before 
Duncan McDougall was 
awarded a free kick ouside the 
box which he dispatched into 
the top corner for the winner.

three points in the senior 
league with an impressive 4-0 
win over Tralee with noteable 
solo efforts from Oran Bryce 

reward for the Jags who had 
earlier lost by the odd goal in 
three at Lochnell.

The Wolves from 
Lochgilphead started their 
day going one up against the 
Stoddy Boys when Aaron 
Robertson found the net but 

in the last minute with the 

beat Appin and in the North 
Lorn derby Lochnell ran out 
comfortable winners against 
Tralee.

Week three at the All-
Weather Pitch next Sunday 
for both the seniors and the 
junior leagues.

FOOTBALL

Islay Golf Club

net 69. Css 71

John Ferguson 1up. Css 70

Indoor football league to recommence

FOOTBALL
is set to start in October 
- but with one noteable 
difference.

The adult league has 
previously been run as a 
works league, with a limit 
on the numbber of ‘non-

more teams the league will 

be open to any players.
League organiser Willie 

Gemmell said: ‘We think 
that by opening the league up 
to new teams we will have a 

‘Anyone who is interested 
in entering a team can contact 
me at Atlantis Lesiure on 
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SHINTY

Fixtures

SHINTY

SHINTY

SHINTY

Saturday, September 25
All throw-ups at 2.30pm 
unless otherwise stated

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Kingussie v Fort William
Ronnie Campbell
Kyles Athletic v Inveraray
Deek Cameron
Oban Camanachd v GMA
Ron Kennedy

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel v Beauly
Graham Cameron
Lochaber v Kilmallie
Billy Wotherspoon
Strathglass v Skye
Daniel MacRae

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Ballachulish v Lochside
Robert Baxter Jnr

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Glenurquhart v Kinlochshiel
Russell Ross
Skye v Kingussie
Robert Morrison

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Play off
Aberdeen Uni v Lochaber
Graham Irving
at Strathpeffer

A DRAMATIC goal from 

of Saturday’s Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final at 
Inverness saw Fort William 
lift shinty’s top trophy for a 
fourth consecutive year.

The victory, in team 
manager Peter MacIntyre’s 

sets another benchmark for 
the club in a season that 
could yet see them claim 
the Scottish Hydro Premier 
Division title.

very wet and slippery Bught 
Park, Inverness may not be 
remembered as a classic in 
traditional shinty terms but it 
saw the sport lifted to a new 
level in terms of professional 
presentation.

Heavy rain prior to the 

conditions with several 
players struggling to stay 
on their feet in the opening 
period.

Double marking 
Fort William countered the  

goal threat of Kingussie’s 
Ronald Ross by adopting 
a double marking policy 
- Liam MacIntyre tucked 
close behind Ross, while 
Adie Robertson was tasked 
with diverting the ball from 
reaching their opponents’ 
star striker. No only did the 

45 minutes, but Kingussie 
appeared bemused and failed 
to capitalise on the unmarked 
forward that resulted.

Gary Innes has been 
revelling in a free role in 
the forwardline this season 
and he nearly gave Fort 
William the lead within the 

angled drive that Kingussie 
keeper Andrew Borthwick 
saw late but turned around 
his post for a corner.

Three minutes later, the 
move was repeated and 
this time Innes met Gordie 
MacKinnon’s free hit with 
a crisp backhand which 
saw the ball skim inside 
Borthwick’s left-hand post.

Penalty claim 
For the next 20 minutes 

Fort dominated play, and 
with Kingussie unable to 

FORT William’s Gary 
Innes won the Albert Smith 
Memorial Medal for the Man 
of the Match at Saturday’s 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup Final - the second time 
that the popular musician 
has struck the right note with 
the selection panel.

Innes also won the 
accolade in 2005 when, in 
the Centenary Final on his 
home turf of An Aird, he 
helped Fort Willam win the 
trophy against local rivals 
Kilmallie.

THERE’s many a slip, twixt cup and lip - or so the old 
saying goes - and Fort William captain Niall MacPhee 
certainly found that out to his cost on Saturday when, in his 
enthusiasm to embrace the famous old trophy, he smacked 
himself in the mouth with the edge of the Camanachd 
Challenge Cup and completed the after-match interviews 
with blood trickling down his chin.

TAKING the award for the best-dressed supporters at 
this year’s Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup Final were 
Fort William player Johnnie Cameron’s two Boxer dogs, 
complete with Fort William team shirts.

The boisterous Boxers watched the 90 minutes from the 
stand and followed every ball.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S 
must also go to the organisors 
of this year’s Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final for 
their efforts in portraying 
the sport in a modern and 
professional manner.

From the obvious pitch-
side big television screen 
which gave those with 
not-such-a good-view to 
see the action, to the more 
simple but equally effective 
moving of the car park to 
avoid the normal congestion 
at the entrance gates, it 
demonstrated that a little 
thought can go a long way.

Live television coverage 
did little to dampen a good 
crowd despite the pre-match 
heavy rain which may have 
encouraged some to seek 
a warm, dry TV in a local 
hostelry.

Perhaps, the very 
enthusiastic, American style 

waving was a step-too-far 
for the traditionalists but it 
all added to an occassion 
that, in the past, has bordered 
on the drab.

Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup Final

Fort William 3
Kingussie 2

at Bught Park, Inverness

of shinty, Ross was starved 
of the ball.

Kingussie did have a strong 
penalty claim in the 34th 
minute when young Thomas 
Borthwick broke into the 
box and was tripped but 
referee Billy Wotherspoon 
disagreed - then yellow 
carded the young Borthwick 
for verbals directed at the 
goal judge.

The decision unsettled 
Kingussie and Fort William 
immediately capitalised 
when Innes ran through 
a back-peddling defence 
before slipping a neat one-
handed pass into the path of 
Bryan Simpson who calmly 
chipped the ball home.

Comfortable with their two-
goal cushion, Fort William 
played their best shinty of 
the cup tie, allowing neat 
linking play to counteract the 
affects of the wet surface.

However, the threat from 
a subdued  Ronald Ross 
became obvious four minutes 
from half-time when a long 
ball from the right from 
Barry Dallas eluded Fort’s 
packed defence and Ross 
skilfully guided the ball past 
young keeper Paul MacKay 
with his customary ease.

end with Fort William back 
in the attack and Kingussie 
defender Garry Munro 
fortunate to avoid a booking 
following a crude one-handed 
swing across Simpson as the 
young forward bore down 
on goal.

Fort William had controlled 
the majority of the cup tie 
to that point with Gary 
Innes posing the Kingussie 
defence questions every time 
he got the ball, while the 
powerhouse that was John 
MacDonald ensured that the 

to the cup holders.
If Kingussie were to take 

minutes it would be from 

the display of defender Lee 
Bain who shackled James 
Clark and built much of 
Kingussie’s better play from 
the back.
Sat deep 

Fort William appeared 
to change tactics after the 
interval and sat dangerously 
deep, inviting the red and 
blue attacks onto them.

There were a number of 
off-target shots before Ross 
tested the young keeper with 
a 55th minute effort and 
found him up to the task.

The alarm bell should have 
rung loud and clear again on 
the hour mark when Thomas 
Borthwick crashed a shot off 
MacKay’s post following 
short free hit.

With the Fort defence giving 
away a series of unnecessary 
fouls, the impetus swung 
in favour of Kingussie and 
MacKay kept his side in the 
lead with a great stop from 
another Ross rocket.

In the 75th minute Ross 
turned provider when he 
drew four players left before 
releasing a simple pass 

for the unmarked Thomas 

goal and into the net.
With the majority of the 

towards the Fort goal, Adam 
Robertson was booked for 

footed Paul Gow before one 
connected on the edge of the 
Fort box. With the resultant 
free-hit being wasted, Fort 
William broke quickly 

with a corner, as the crowd 
settled for an anticipated 
30 minutes of added time, 
John MacDonald’s much-
practiced short, low corner 
was met sweetly by Innes 
and the ball swirled past the 
unsighted keeper to send the 
yellow-and-black section 
of the crowd delirious and 
Innes smothered by a pile of 
team mates.

from a player who, although 
faded from view for much 
of the second-half - sprang 
back to life when it mattered 
most to snatch the Man of 
the Match Award.

Bryan ‘Boob’ Simpson celebrates scoring Fort 
William’s second goal Picture  John MacTavish

Gary Innes netted the cup winning goal in the final minute  Picture  John MacTavish

Gary wins his second Camanachd 
Cup Final Man of the Match award

who broke his favourite 
shinty stick in a training 
session two days before 

manufactuer Phil Nolan 
for emergency repairs, was 
honest about his team’s 
performance.

‘We played well in the 

came right back into it in the 
second-half and made it very 

again.’
On scoring the winning 

goal - ‘Magic, brilliant, what 
more can I say’ - probably 
quite a lot, knowing Gary!

Several players also 
caught the selectors’ eye on 
Saturday with Kingussie’s 
Lee Bain a top contender, 
along with the Fort William 
duo of goalkeeper Paul 

MacDonald.

Captain Niall takes it on the chin

Fort William supporters ‘box’ clever

Camanachd Cup 
Final raises the 
standard for 
future events

Fort William win fourth consecutive final

Innes in last 
gasp cup drama
Tactics counter threat of Ronald Ross

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£900

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
D Parlett, Beecraigs, Linlithgow and M Mitchell, Nelson Street, Dunoon
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FRIDAY

9
14

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Expect sunny intervals throughout the day and clear skies 
at night. Winds light to moderate north to north-easterly. 

Temperatures 6ºC to 14ºC
Friday

Again sunny intervals will be a main feature but will give 
way to cloudy skies at night. Winds light to moderate 

northerly. Temperatures 6ºC to 13ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Grey skies for the main but expect a few instances of 
sunshine throughout. Winds light northerly. 

Temperatures 3ºC to 12ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Calm to Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, September 23, 2010
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.32 3.8 11.56 0.9 17.50 4.1 **.** *.*
Fri 00.09 0.9 06.00 3.9 12.24 0.9 18.20 4.1                 
Sat 00.39 0.9 06.26 3.9 12.21 1.0 18.47 4.0
Sun 01.07 1.0 06.51 3.9 13.15 1.1 19.13 3.9
Mon 01.33 1.1 07.17 3.8 13.38 1.3 19.40 3.7
Tues 02.01 1.2 07.47 3.7 14.06 1.4 20.10 3.5
Wed 02.36 1.4 08.22 3.5 14.44 1.6 20.48 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Argyll athletes join up 
with Team Scotland
ARGYLL’S sporting stars 
are jetting off to Delhi 
this week ahead of the 
Commonwealth Games 
which start on October 3.

Compound archer Kyle 
Dods, Oban; cyclist Pippa 
Handley, Loch Scammadale; 
and Campbeltown twins 
Donna and Fiona Robertson, 
who compete in the wrestling 
events, will all be hoping to 
return with medals round 
their necks.

Glasgow on Saturday, 
said: ‘I am really excited 
about the competition and I 
think it is just hitting home 
now that I am going to the 
Commonwealth Games.

‘It will be a proud moment 
for me to wear the Scotland 
jersey and the focus will be 
on shooting to the best of my 
ability. If I get a medal from 
that, then all the better.’

Kyle’s one disappointment 
is that he won’t be able 
to attend the opening 
ceremony and walk with the 
Scottish team because his 

after the ceremony. Team 
Scotland policy states that 
competitors who have an 
event within two days of the 
opening ceremony cannot 
take part.

Semi-professional cyclist 
Pippa Handley, who is 
based in Germany, has been 
training hard right up until 

a week ahead of the road 
race on October 10. She will 
also compete in the time trial 

three days later. Speaking 

call-up, the 31-year-old told 
The Oban Times: ‘I did not 
think it would ever happen. 

Scottish jersey to try on it 
was amazing.’

The Robertson twins have 
been training abroad for 
four weeks in Romania 
and Ukraine and have Pippa Handley.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES

trained with their national 
wrestling teams ahead of the 
Commonwealth Games.

The ladies started out 
their career in judo in 
Campbeltown but earlier 
this year turned to wrestling, 
winning gold and silvers 
internationally. The ladies 
are travelling to Delhi today 
(Thursday) ready to compete 
on October 7 and 8.

Donna said: ‘It will be an 
amazing experience and we 
are out there to bring back a 
medal for Scotland.

‘None of this would be 
possible without the support 
of Sportscotland, West of 
Scotland Institute of Sport 
and our mum for looking 
after the dog!’

Kyle Dods from Oban will compete in compound archery. 07_t39sco02

SHE West Division One
Clydebank 30

Oban Lorne 27
OBAN Lorne were left 
scratching their heads at full 
time, wondering how they 
had surrendered vital away 
points on Saturday.

The men in green, buoyed 
by the return of the Smith 
twins, Dougie Pender and 
Mark MacQueen, travelled 
to Clydebank with a large 

taking something from the 
tie.

But with under a minute 
gone in the game Clydebank 

home side surged towards 

Lorne rue Clydebank comeback
RUGBY

the Oban line and after 
taking a quick penalty scored 
out wide to take a very early 
5-0 lead. 

This woke Oban Lorne up 
and they soon set up camp 
on the Clydebank line before 
Angus MacCallum’s quick-
thinking tap penalty allowed 
him to dive between the 
posts.

He converted his own try 
to put Oban 7-5 ahead after 
only three minutes.

Oban started to dominate 
the game and were being 
awarded penalty after penalty 

with some poor discipline 
from the Clydebank pack. 
MacCallum was successful 
in kicking one of two 
penalties which gave Oban a 
10-5 lead.

However it would be 

the half stronger. 
Several good runs from the 

home side’s backline in the 

them exploiting a gap and 
taking a 15-13 lead at half-
time.

It got worse still for Oban 
at the start of the second half 
as Clydebank scored  again. 
The conversion was missed 
to leave Oban trailing 20-

13. The reply from Lorne 
was emphatic: Two tries in a 
10-minute period saw them 
regain the lead. One from 
stand-off Pender and one 
from full-back Allan Beaton 
were both converted by man-
of-the-match MacCallum 
and opened up a 27-20 lead. 

minutes Clydebank scored 

minute after Oban’s outside 
centre Cammy Smith was 
sin-binned for a spear 
tackle.

Oban, who are now third 
in the league, are away 
to Wigtownshire next 
weekend.

THE FIRST Argyll and Bute 
Secondary Schools Rugby 
Development Day was held 
in Oban recently with seven 
schools; Tobermory, Oban, 
Lochgilphead, Dunoon, 
Islay Campbeltown and 
Tiree all taking part at Oban 
High School and Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club.

The event which was 
organised by Argyll 
and Bute Development 

Community Coach Allan 
Wright in partnership with 
Active Schools, school 

OBAN’S Catherine Fraser capped off a 
successful season by winning the Scottish 
Double Rise Championship at North Ayrshire 
Shooting Ground recently.

She also narrowly missed out on the Scottish 
Single Barrel Championship by one target after 
a shoot-off. This all came just one week after 
winning the ladies section at the prestigous 
two-day Perazzi DTL Grand Prix at Bywell 
Shooting Ground in Northumberland.

This season Catherine represented the 
Scottish team for the 15th consecutive year 
at the Home International in July and won the 
Scottish Lady High Gun in June.

Under 13s - no game. West-
erton United 3, Under-14s 
4. Scorers - Allan Buchanan 
(2), Fraser MacFarlane and 
Paul McFatridge. Under-15s 
5, Helensburgh 1 - Scorers 
- Liam MacEachran, Struan 
MacIvor, Rory Bruce, Aidan 
Campbell and Coll McColl. 
Helensburgh 1, Under-16s 4 
- Scorers - Martin MacPher-
son (2) and Niall MacFar-
lane (2). 

Fixtures: Under-14s v 
Renton Craigandro; Thistle 
Youth v Under-15s.

Oban Saints Ladies 0, 
Murieston 4. They ladies 
are away to Hamilton this 
Sunday.

OBAN entertained some 
of Scottish cricket’s big-
gest names in a six-a-side 
competition in Taynuilt on 
Saturday.

Current premier division 
champions Grange, from 
Edinburgh, sent a strong 
side and they were joined by 
Greenock, Glasgow Accies 
and Hamilton in a format 
where each team played the 

over-per-side innings.
Oban won two games and 

of batting from Isaac Forster 
and Allan Laycock, support-
ed by economical bowling 
from Andrew Leach, Tristan 
Carre and Kay Koyes.

Grange won the trophy 
as a result of their earlier 
victory over the Glasgow 
Accies. Thanks for the day 
are due to sponsors Coast-
ers Bar, Oban Fine Ales and 
Adrian Laycock Engineers. 
Proceeds from the day are 
being used to help fund a 
batting net that will greatly 
enhance training facilities at 
Taynuilt.

ROUND one of the 2010/11 Dalriada Mini Rugby series 
was held on Mull on Sunday where, despite wet conditions, 
everyone were treated to some memorable moments. 

Teams from Cowal, Lochaber, Taynuilt and the hosts 

12 levels.
There was some superb displays of high level skills and 

fearless commitment, none more than Mull’s Thomas 
Barlow who spent his day constantly chopping down 
opposition who were much bigger than himself.

In the Under-10s it was Taynuilt who were quick out of the 
blocks beating the host side by four tries to one. 

match of the day. In a bruising encounter Lochaber were 
just that bit quicker and claimed the Under-10 win.

In the Under-12s it was the hosts who put on a great show 
with Lee Gallacher and David Cameron putting in a massive 
shift in both attack and defence. 

Mull Rugby Club would like to thank the travelling teams, 
referees Donnie Morrison and Alan Wright, tournament 
manager Babs Whyte and the parents for all their help 
during the day.

Round two will be in Taynuilt in two weeks.

Mull Under-12s.

Mini rugby kicks off on Mull

Umbro Scottish Amateur 
League - Premier Division

Oban Saints 8
St Joseph’s 1

PREMIER League winners 
in 2008/09 St Joseph’s were 
the visitors to Glencruitten 
in this league match, but the 
men from Clydebank found 

Saints were without Alex 
Craik and Paul Carmichael 
from the previous Saturday’s 
win against Castlemilk, 
but welcomed back Jamie 
Graham and Keith Millar 
after injury. 

Manager Iain Jackson 

league start of the season 
and the youngster had an 
impressive debut on the left 

Like the previous Saturday 

In-form champions too good for St Joseph’s
FOOTBALL

against Castlemilk the home 
side got off to the perfect 
start with a goal in the third 
minute when Mattie Rippon, 
Asen Gaydardzhiev and 
Chris Graham combined to 
set up Craig MacEwan who 
buried the ball past St Joe’s 

keeper George Riddick. The 
visitors pulled level in the 
10th minute when Donald 
Campbell gave away a free 
kick at the edge of the box. 
Questions must be asked 
about the Saints wall as 
the ball went right through 
it, leaving keeper Graham 
Douglas stranded.

The home side re-took the 
lead in the 16th minute with 
Chris Graham and Willie 
Gemmell setting up Donald 
Campbell, who thumped a 
low shot past the helpless 
keeper.

Five minutes later Saints 
went two goals in front after 
a great mazy run from Dean 
Cassells resulted in the ball 
being fed out to Asen who 
cheekily dinked it over the 

keeper and into the net. The 
Bulgarian striker had the ball 
in the net again in the 28th 
minute, but the ‘goal’ was 
chalked off by referee John 
Scott, who had a good game, 
for a foul on the keeper. The 

minutes old when Saints 
killed the game off. Myles 
McAuley and Chris Graham 
combined to set up Donald 
Campbell who drilled a low 
daisy cutter into the bottom 
corner of George Riddick’s 
net to make the score 4-1.

Credit to St Joe’s, they 
never gave up, but were 

were playing some great 
football.

Saints took a 5-1 lead in 

the 64th minute when Myles 
McAuley sent a great ball 
across the goals for Mattie 
Rippon to net from close 
range. St Joe’s looked a well 
beaten and dejected team 
now and the home side netted 

Rippon and the second 
from Keith Millar, who was 
making a welcome return 
after injury. To round off a 
great afternoon for himself 
and the team, young Mattie 
Rippon netted his hat-trick 

Iain Jackson was delighted 
with the performance. He 
said: ‘If we can play like that 
every Saturday then we will 
give any team a run for their 
money.’ 

Saints’ next game is away 
to Thorn Athletic on October 
2.

Mattie Rippon scored a 
hat trick.

PLANS are well under way 
for the inaugural Tunnock’s 
Mull Rally to be held on the 
island on October 8, 9 and 
10 this year.

With 118 entries so far, 

competition. There are many 
well-known names entered 

timers to Mull rallying this 
year.

Mull Car Club is very 
thankful to Tunnock’s for 
its loyalty and support of the 
event.

If you would like to help 
at the event or require any 
further information please 
visit www.mullrally.com.

Mull Rally in gear
RALLY

Overall Scratch on Sep-
tember 15: Pat Simpson 
(Lundin Links) 78. 

Overall Handicap: Helen 
Telford (Pitlochry) 68 BIH. 

Silver Division: 1 Helen 
Telford (Pitlochry) 68; 
2 Merope Dunlop (Old 
Ranfurly) 70; 3 Moira Hogg 
(Old Ranfurly) 72. 

Bronze Division: 1 Nora 
Campbell (Killin) 68; 2. Kit 
Sneddon (Callander) 70; 3 

71.
Longest Drive - Silver 

: Maureen Taggart (Old 
Ranfurly); Longest Drive 
- Bronze: Sheena Chisholm 
(Killin).
Nearest the Pin: Eileen 
Watson (Blair Atholl); 
Bronze - Nearest the Pin 

(Callander); Silver: Nearest 
the pin - Margaret macRae 
(Pitlochry); Silver: Near-
est the pin - Pat Simpson 
(Lundin Links).
Division 5 longest 2nd 
drive: Jill Bowie (Haggs 
Castle/Killin); Bronze - 
drive nearest the white line: 
Eileen Callander (Crieff); 
Magic 2s: Eileen Watson 
(Blair Atholl). CSS 70 RO.

GOLF

Killin Golf Club

Catherine is on target again in Ayrshire

Catherine Fraser.

SHOOTING
RUGBY

staff, local club volunteers, 
Scottish Rugby and Glasgow 
Warriors.

The coaching involved 
28 girls and more than 150 
boys (S1-S6), followed by a 
question and answer session 
with Glasgow Warriors’ 
Johnnie Beattie and James 
Eddie, who were on a player 
visit to support community 
and school rugby.  

Tiree High School won the 
lucky dip to receive a signed 
Glasgow Warriors ball.

Top-class cricket at 
Taynuilt

CRICKET

FOOTBALL

Saints results

MOTORCYCLING

Wilson’s first win

TAYNUILT’S Robert Wil-

Darren Lyndsay Cup after 

the 60th International Steve 
Henshaw Gold Cup.

The race was held last 
weekend at Oliver’s Mount 
in Scarborough.

Robert thanked John and 
Sally Stoddart and Billy 
Robertson (Robertson Van 
Sales) for their support.

9
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