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ONE OF Scotland’s 
most enduring cultural 
exchanges, Cuairt nam 
Bàrd (The Gaelic Poetry 
Tour), is taking place in 
Argyll.

The annual exchange 
between Scottish and 
Irish musicians and 
poets has been running 
since 1971 and the 
Scottish contingent over 
the years has featured 
Sorley MacLean, Iain 

Crichton Smith, Mary 
Anne Kennedy and Julie 
Fowlis.

A Scottish group visited 
Ireland in spring, and 
Irish poets Máire Holmes 
and Aifric Mac Aodha, 
along with singer Saileog 
Ní Cheannabháin and 
concertina-player Eoin 
O Beaglaoich, have 
returned the favour by 
coming to Argyll.

was on Tuesday in the 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 
and they will appear at 
Islay’s Ionad Chaluim 
Chille today (Thursday), 

Glasgow’s Centre for 
Contemporary Arts.

The tour, which also 
features local artistes, 
has been organised 
by Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean (The 
Gaelic Books Council). 

Gaelic Poetry Tour going strong
Pictured from left are Máire Holmes, Saileog Ní Cheannabháin, Aifric Mac 

Aodha and Eoin O Beaglaoich. 08_t39skip01.

ARGYLL and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau is urging 
people to come forward to help them cope with 
the huge increase in clients brought about by the 
recession and the credit crunch.

Faced with an increase in clients seeking help, the 
overstretched bureau is hoping to attract support by 
holding two special ‘Volunteer Coffee Mornings’ in 
Lochgilphead next month. 

Cove, explained: ‘It is vital that those living in rural 

advice. We are seeing a huge increase in people 

We want to be able to help everyone, but in order to 
do that we need desperately need more volunteers.’

Moya added: ‘We are looking for anyone who has 
a desire to help the community, and who also has a 
bit of spare time. Retired people, part-time workers, 
students, unemployed people – all of these groups 
have provided us with volunteers in the past. Whether 
people are looking to use their skills in valuable work 
or wish to develop new skills – perhaps for their CV 
and employment prospects – then volunteer work at 
ABCAB could be a win-win situation for them.’

Advice bureau is
looking for help

meeting on Sunday, September 27 and is aimed at 
genealogists living in north Argyll, wherever their 
ancestors are from. It’s a chance for like-minded 
people to get together and exchange information 
and stories about their families and searches. For 
more details call 01631 720223 or, preferably, email 
lornfamilyhistory@gmail.com.

History group meeting

DRIVING instructors in Oban 

on after a council head rejected 
claims of unfairness in a high 
school project.

The instructors are angry 
that the wife of Oban High’s 
head teacher, Peter Bain, was 
was given exclusive access to 
providing a project’s free driving 
lessons for sixth-year pupils.

They feel this gives her an 
advantage in securing paid-for 
lessons involving the pupils – 
the main part of their business.

This week as a letter from 
Douglas Hendry, the director of 

sent to the driving instructors 
after a four-month investigation 
into their complaints.

Mr Hendry writes: ‘The 
school at no time directly 
‘promoted’ any of the groups 
or organisations involved in the 
programme.

‘Your members were invited to 
express an interest [for the next 
session] an invitation not, as yet, 
been taken up.

‘In your original letter of April 
22 you did not specify which 
session of programme you were 
asking about and it was not until 
a letter of May 8 that it became 
clear that you were referring to 
this session.

‘To include other driving 
schools in the Pathways 
Programme [at that time] would 
have been a lengthy process… 
Given the timescale this would 
not have been practicable for the 
beginning of the session.’

Mr Hendry rejected claims that 
there was some form of ‘indirect 
discrimination’ going on.

A spokesman for Oban and 
Lorn Driving Instructors 
Association said: ‘Oban High 
School’s unfair selection of 
one driving school, run by the 

headmaster’s wife, to provide 
lessons for senior pupils is 
continuing to be challenged by 
local driving instructors. 

‘In April, Oban and Lorn 
Driving Instructors Association 
wrote to headmaster Peter Bain 
expressing concern that no other 
instructors had the opportunity 
to take part. Mr Bain has said 
others may apply to participate 
if any future schemes occur but 
has failed to open up this year’s 
scheme to all instructors. 

‘The association consider that 
the letter from Douglas Hendry 
is an unsatisfactory response as 
it is the inequity of the present 
situation that is damaging their 
businesses.

‘By taking four months to 
reply to us, the council has 
allowed the headmaster’s wife 
to have exclusive access to 
senior pupils.

‘We are now writing to the 

Public Services Ombudsman, 
and to Alan Reid, MP. 

‘We have already secured 
support from local MSP Jamie 
McGrigor and have the support 
of many locals, some of whom 
work in Oban High School, 
urging us to continue to seek a 
fair and satisfactory outcome.’

Mr McGrigor said: ‘It is 
important that if this scheme is 
to go any further, all parties are 
consulted.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The director 
of community services has 
received a report which makes 
a number of recommendations 
on how matters of this nature 
should be dealt with in future.

‘The head of secondary 

recommendations forward, both 
in relation to schools in general, 
and Oban High School in 
particular.’

Instructors reject school driving lessons report

’Garry
debate
heats up

GLENELG Music Festival 
gets underway tomorrow 

where it began ten years 
ago.

The two-day tenth 
anniversary Homecoming 
special ‘A Decade of Drams’ 
features the Vatersay Boys, 
Bodega and Linda McRae 
of Nashville, whose family 
emigrated from Glenelg to 
Canada.

LOCHABER young people 
could soon have their own 
representative body to ensure 
their voice is heard when 
decisions are made on issues that 
affect them.

At a special Lochaber South 
Ward Forum in Ballachulish 
village hall on Monday night, 
more than 20 youngsters from 
Kinlochleven, Ardnamurchan, 
Ballachulish and Fort William 
grilled councillors on topics 
including policing, transport 
links, better access to sporting 
facilities, drop-in cafes and the 
lack of local apprenticeships.

One key demand, however, 
that Lochaber Youth Forum be 
revived to give local youngsters 
a bigger say, found widespread 

support. Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor Brian 
Murphy told The ObanTimes:
‘What we are hoping will come 
of last night’s meeting is a 
Lochaber youth forum, which 
we would be delighted to see up 
and running again after a gap of 
several years. Hopefully we will 
see it becoming a powerful voice 
for young people in Lochaber 
once more.

‘As a council we are certainly 
very keen to try everything we can 
to engage with the youngsters. It 
was a very constructive meeting 
and the young people made some 
very good points.’

However, Councillor Murphy 
sounded a word of caution 
that meeting the youngsters’ 

aspirations would be no easy task 
with budget cuts looming.

He said: ‘I’m pretty sure the 
youth forum will happen, but 

circumstances. A lot of the things 
they raise we are not going to be 
able to do much about.’

Councillor Murphy envisaged 
the youth forum including 
representatives from the four 
Lochaber high schools, elected 
by pupils after a school poll.

Paul Reynolds, depute head 
teacher at Lochaber High School, 
welcomed the idea, suggesting 
potential youth forum candidates 
would come from the 68-member 
pupil council, already picked 
from each year group to represent 
their classmates. 

He said: ‘I think it’s a really 
positive thing. The only concern 
I would have is when it is, 
because the senior school is 
extremely busy in class. But I 
would be happy to broadcast it 
and try to bring forward suitable 
candidates.’

The new Highland Youth 
Convener, Magnus Monahan, 
aged 18, from Spinningdale, 
Sutherland, also attended the 
100-strong meeting and backed 
the Lochaber Youth Forum 
move.

Mr Monahan, who took up his 
post earlier this month, is a full 
member of Highland Council’s 
education culture and sport 
committee and has full voting 
powers.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
DEBATE is heating up over plans 
to site a £20 million wood chip 
energy plant in Invergarry.

Public reaction so far has been 
overwhelmingly negative to 

Development’s (NED) proposal to 
build the plant at a disused Forestry 
Commission Scotland yard on the 
village outskirts. 

More than 90 objections have 
been lodged with Highland Council 
citing fears over fumes, impact on 
tourism, heavy lorries and round-
the-clock noise. 

But NED boss Fergus Tickell this 
week expressed his ‘disappointment’ 
at the scale of opposition and one 
local resident, Christine Maclennan, 
spoke out in favour of the plan.

Mr Tickell said two similar 
schemes in Argyll, at Achnabreck 
near Crinan and at Sandbank, 
had already been approved with 
community support. He told 
The Oban Times: ‘We are very 
disappointed that there have been 
some people in Invergarry that have 
taken up against the proposal. It’s 
not something we expected.

‘The project has very, very 

the area in general and we would 
like to maximise these with the 
community and other interested 
parties. We estimate that it will 
create 30 direct and indirect jobs in 
the local economy. It’s potentially a 

in with all the renewable energy 
and environmental policies that 
apply both in the Highland Council 
area and across Scotland. He added: 
‘Those that are against something 
often speak louder than those that 
are for it.’

Ms Maclennan acknowledged 
the proximity of the plant to the 
cemetery had upset a lot of people, 
but as a mother of two young 
children felt the plant offered jobs 
hope for the future.

She said: ‘Being a family here in 
Invergarry, I have nothing against 
the place coming. My husband 
works away because there’s nothing 
in this village. I feel quite strongly it 
should be here in the village because 
there is a chance my husband could 
get a job here. I’m all for it.

‘There are few people that are 
really on their high horse about 

secure or retired and are maybe not 
looking at it in the same way as the 
young people are looking at it. All I 
have heard about it so far has been 
negative.’

But Hector Rogers, who lives next 
door to the proposed site, said: ‘We 
are all for renewable energy but it 
should be in an appropriate place. 
We are very dependent on tourism, 
the main income for the village 
is tourism. It will be operating 24 
hours a day and emitting steam 
24 hours a day, and it will blow 
steam over the village. It will affect 
everyone who lives here.’

Resident Stroma Riungu added: 
‘There will be an average of nine 
timber lorries a day and they will 
go past the local primary school 
and the community hall which is 
well used. This is also a red squirrel 
stronghold and we have protected 
species of bats. My concern is that 
people come here because it’s nice 
and quiet but that will all disappear 
if the power plant comes here.’

NED says the biomass plant will 
power 10,000 homes and will use 
local wood chips.

Glenelg’s  
tenth music 
festival

Youth forum move for Lochaber

Energy company boss expresses 
disappointment at local opposition

Hydro talk
THE FIRST Lochaber Local 
History Society meeting of 
the season will feature a talk 
entitled ‘In the Beginning’ 
from Hector MacLean, who 
will tell of the early days of 
hydro power in Lochaber. 

The talk will be held in 
the Alexandra Hotel on 
Thursday October 1 at 8pm. 
Everyone welcome.

Skye bid
for woods
AN ISLE of Skye community 
is a step closer to owning 
a 1,000-acre forest after 
their bid to develop it was 
recommended for approval 
to Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS).

The Oban Times has learned 
that a business plan by Sleat 
Community Trust (SCT) 
for Tormore Forest has won 
support from the National 
Forest Land Scheme 
evaluation panel. The panel’s 
recommendation to allow 
SCT 18 months to raise 
£330,000 to buy the woods, 
south of Ardvasar, now goes 
before FCS director Bob 

due by October 13.
SCT forestry working 

group spokesman Ron 
Johnstone said: ‘We are now 
the only people they will sell 
to. But this is only the start 
– now we have to raise the 
money for it.’ 

Mr Johnstone told The
Oban Times a mixed 
commercial and social use 
was envisaged for the forest. A GROUP of global warming 

campaigners from around Argyll 
met at Oban’s North Pier on 
Monday to make their voices 
heard – by singing.

The gathering, part of 1,000 
similar events across the world, 
is known as a Flashmob, as 

campaigners stage a fun, peaceful 
protest for a short time, before 
dispersing.

The Oban campaign of song 
was staged over lunchtime, 
before the campaigners sent a 

leaders urging action on climate 

change. Annie Loughlin from 
Ardfern is a member of Avaaz, a 
global campaign group.

Concern
She said: ‘The idea of a climate 

change wake-up call got going 
just a few weeks ago and it’s 
snowballing into a massive 

mobilisation of millions around 
the world. Argyll residents are 
taking part to help show the 
huge level of public concern that 
climate talks move far and fast 
enough to deliver a deal that will 
avert climate catastrophe and 
unleash a new green economy.’

Argyll’s climate change campaigners gather at Oban’s North Pier to sing. 08_t39sing01

Climate change campaigners on song

>

>
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AN OBAN teenager has 
been given a restriction of 
liberty order which does not 
allow him out of his house 
between 8pm and 7am after 
breaching the peace.

Ross MacLellan, 19A 
Glencruitten Drive, had 
pled guilty at Oban Sheriff 
Court and was sentenced 
last week to the offence on 
May 29 in Stevenson Street, 
where he was seen by police 

He was arrested when he 
failed to calm down after 
being warned. Defence 
agent Edward Thornton said 
the 19 year old got himself 
into trouble when excessive 
alcohol led to an inability to 
deal with confrontation.

Teenager

house at
night

Oban man
jailed for 
four months
AN OBAN man who failed 
to turn up for community 
service has been jailed for 
four months at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

Daniel MacKinnon, aged 
22, was ordered to carry 
out 150 hours’ community 
service in April after being 
found guilty of playing a 
part in assaulting another 
man, where he punched the 
victim while he was on the 
ground.

But the court heard last 
week that MacKinnon 
had failed to turn up for 
community service.

Jailing MacKinnon, whose 
address at the time of the 
incident was Kenmore 
Lodge, Soroba Road, 
Sheriff Douglas Small 
said: ‘Community service 
was imposed as a direct 
alternative to a custodial 
sentence.’

FEARS that money and 
promises of commitment to 
upgrade the A82 could slowly 
slip away has prompted 
action from campaigners. 

At a meeting in Oban last 

members from Argyll and 
Bute and Highland councils 
met with Hitrans partnership 
director Dave Duthie 
and those from the A82 
Partnership and MP Alan 
Reid to thrash out a way 
forward.

Hitrans and Strathclyde 
Passenger Transport have 
offered to produce a ‘centre 
line’ plan for the route.

This would mean any 

piece-meal improvements 
or maintenance to the road 

the entire route.
‘Transport Scotland is 

planning to do maintenance 
on the Tarbert to Inverarnan 
section and are designing 
each bit as an individual 
section – not asking how can 

long-term plan, so that the 
investment adds value to 
what is being put in,’ said 
Mr Duthie.

A call is to be made for 
Transport Scotland to 

manager for the A82 and 
for the transport minister to 
appoint a cross-party project 
board.

Deadline
Following a recent meeting 

with Scottish transport 
minister Stewart Stevenson 
in Oban, campaigners were 
concerned that the economic 
impact of failing to upgrade 
the road had not been taken 
on board by the minister and 
that £16 million set aside for 
widening the road at Pulpit 
Rock on Loch Lomondside 
and Crianlarich by-pass 
would not be spent by the 
deadline of 2012-13.

‘We are moving into 2010 

and we haven’t even got 
anything on paper, never 
mind started on the ground,’ 
said Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre, chairman of 
Hitrans.

He was also concerned that 
of £90 million referred to in 
the Scottish government’s 
Strategic Transport Project 
Review, only £16 million 
had been programmed.

Mr Duthie said an economic 
study had shown if there 
were improvements between 
Tarbet and Inveraran and 
Ballachulish and Fort 
William, the West Highland 
economy would grow by 
£315 million and 800 jobs.

‘At Pulpit Rock there is 
still no commitment because 
they are having problems 
with the design of the road 
because the rock strength is 
not good,’ he said, adding 
that the loch was up to 60 
metres deep on the other 
side.

Objections
A Crianlarich by-pass was 

likely to receive objections 
which would prolong that 
project.

Stuart MacLean of the A82 
Partnership said no minister 
had recognised the economic 
issues while Fort William 
councillor Brian Murphy 
said the only way to get 

action was through political 
pressure.

MSPs covering the length 
of the route had been invited 
to the meeting but only Argyll 
and Bute’s MP attended.

Mr Reid said: ‘If this work 
is held up, the £16 million 
already allocated to these 
projects should be used to 
make other improvements to 
the A82 now. The immediate 
problem is that no design 
work has been carried out, 
so I’m pleased that Hitrans 
and SPT look likely to 
agree to fund design work 
on the Loch Lomond and 
Ballachulish to Fort William 
sections.’

Campaigners fear A82 upgrade money could be lost 
By MARIAN MILLER

The Lochgilphead Mod attracted competitors from all over Argyll and Bute including these two young men,  Calum 
Garvin, aged 7, and Craig MacIntyre, aged 9, from Oban who took part in poetry recital. 16_t39lochmod01

Mod is sheer poetry for Calum and Craig

A FORMER North Connel 
woman who has won her 

said she was inspired by the 
athletic exploits of her 61-
year-old mother.

Jennifer Bosman, who won 
the Robin Hood Marathon in 
Nottingham on September 
13, had only previously ran 
half marathons until her 
mother, Doreen Henderson, 
ran the London Marathon in 
aid of Coeliac UK.

Jennifer, of Newark-on-
Trent, Nottinghamshire, 
said: ‘My mum did the 
London Marathon earlier 

that distance, so I thought I 
should get my act together 
and do one myself.’

Jennifer’s time was a very 
respectable two hours, 57 
minutes and 57 seconds 
and she raised £400 for the 
Retired Greyhounds Trust in 
the process. She plans to take 
on the London Marathon 
next year and is considering 
entering the New York 
event.

A former member of 
Glasgow University’s 
running club, The Hares and 
Hounds, the 31-year-old vet 
only started running again 
last year, having taken a 
break to have children.

Mother
inspires
Jennifer to
victory in
marathon

SOME teachers in Argyll schools may 
be asked to volunteer for premature 
retirement where there is a surplus of 
staff.

Argyll and Bute Council is considering 
the scheme because, where retirement, 
redeployment or staff moving away 
usually covers surplus teachers where 
pupil rolls have fallen, this has not 
happened this year.

Director of community services 
Douglas Hendry told an executive 
committee: ‘Redeployment in 
secondary within Argyll and Bute is 

particularly challenging. Vacancies in 
particular subject areas are few and 
where they occur the distance staff 
would be required to move may be 
considered unreasonable – for example 
Helensburgh to Tiree.’

The idea would be to offer to top 
up teachers’ pensions with a one-off 
payment which could cost anywhere 
between £37,000-£43,000. The deal 
would not be open to all staff and would 
be at the director’s discretion.

The executive committee asked for 
more details before making a decision.

Teachers may be asked to retire early

Connel will have new 40mph limit 
DESPITE pleas for an extension on 
the east side of the village, Connel will 
have to make do with a 40mph limit 
before the 30mph zone starts.

Connel Community Council has 
been trying to persuade Transport 
Scotland and TranServ, the trunk roads 

maintenance authority, to extend the 
30mph limit to beyond the entrance to 
Dunfuinary. Instead the authorities will 
put in a 40mph zone for 475 metres 
before the 30mph limit, resurface the 

is due to start in November.

was arrested last Saturday 
evening for allegedly mis-
using the 999-call centre 
system and also committing 
a breach of the peace in 

Man fell
into river
A FIFTY-year-old man had 
to be taken to hospital in 
Oban after falling in the 
River Orchy at Glen Orchy, 
near Dalmally.

The incident happened 
late last Friday afternoon 

services attend.
The man was suffering from 

mild hypothermia and was 
taken by air ambulance to 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Family
survives
car crash
narrow escape when their 
car lost control and left the 
road near Pennyfuir, Oban 
on Sunday.

The accident happened 
a mile and a half on the 
east side of Oban, and 
the car ended up down an 
embankment.

The family, from Glasgow, 
were taken by ambulance to 
hospital in Oban but there 
were no serious injuries.

Shoplifting
charges
A MAN, aged 51, has been 
reported to the procurator 

shoplifting from three stores 
in the town last Saturday.

A MAN was arrested last 
Friday night in Oban town 
centre after becoming 
aggressive and abusive 
towards police following a 

of people. A report has been 

Arrested
over abuse

999-call
centre
mis-used

OBAN has been berated as 
‘third world’ for tourism, 
according to a leading 
yachting magazine.

The damning comments 
come as Oban is closing a 
successful summer season. 

A sailing expert says the 
town itself has done little to 
attract visitors to the town.

Andi Robertson, editor at 
Yachting Life, said: ‘Oban 
needs investment and 
development, not just as a 
sailing centre but as a tourist 
destination in itself.

Visitors, he said, come to 
the town ‘in spite of what is 
there for them’.

‘The main street is now 
a mix of tat shops and fast 
food carry outs. 

‘Of the 20 B&Bs I visited 
there was scarcely a smile or 
a kind word.’

Oban slammed as ‘third
world tourist destination’

Yachting magazine says town needs investment and development

By LOUISE LEE

Turning to the sailing 
facilities in town he 
complimented Oban Bay 
at Kerrera, Dunstaffnage 
Marina and Oban Sailing 
Club, but said: ‘By 
comparison with just about 
everywhere, especially in 
terms of the town’s outlook 
and vision, Oban is the third 
world.

‘When obscure corners of 

Italy, France, Spain, Croatia 
and Ireland can access 
European funding to develop 
marinas as the centrepiece of 
a tourist destination, why 
can’t Oban?’

In response a spokesman 
for Oban Forward said: ‘To 
see ourselves as others see 
us is a very sobering lesson. 
The reporter makes many 
valid points.

‘Oban Forward was formed 
because many businesses 
and individuals in the town 
saw that there was a need for 
development.

‘We have to improve in 
Oban – or we will be left 
behind.

‘Townspeople can be 
rest assured that we are 
constantly trying to improve 
our town.

‘The days of the council 
footing the bill for 
everything is long gone. It 
should now be a common 
goal to improve the town by 
everyone working together.

‘We can all help in small 
ways – for instance pubs 
sweeping up the cigarette 
butts at the end of the night 
or keeping shopfronts and 
pathways clean and free 
from chewing gum.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman said it has 

in Oban over the past few 
years. ‘One of the largest 
projects was the second link 
span at the South Pier, which 
the council was heavily 
involved in planning. It has 
ensured that Oban is now 
one of the busiest sea ports 
on the west coast.

‘We spent some £8 million,

of which £3 million was 
from European funding, in 
the redevelopment of Oban 
airport. The facility continues 
to go from strength to 
strength, and has considerable 
potential in terms of Oban’s 
development.

‘The council will continue 
to maximise the potential of 
securing European funding 
to assist in the provision of 
enhanced local infrastructure, 
not only to boost tourism but 
also to support indigenous 
industry and to attract inward 
investment.

‘In terms of Oban Bay, we 
are assessing the viability 
of creating a marina 
facility in Oban which will 
provide short stay berthing. 
This would maximise the 

capturing a greater share of 
the growing marine leisure 
market.’

Sailing facilities at Dunstaffnage Marina, above, have been praised.

A NINETEEN-year-old was arrested for allegedly 
breaching the peace just after midnight on last 
Saturday in Oban’s town centre. The teenager and 
a group of youths he was with became involved 
in a verbal exchange with another group of males 
and he was arrested when police intervened.

Teenager arrested

Theft of whisky
A MAN who allegedly took a bottle of whisky 
from Aldi’s without paying for it at around 
11.10am last Friday was arrested by Oban police 
after he was seen on CCTV footage.

Caused disturbance
A MAN who allegedly caused a disturbance in 
a house in Oban after turning up at the door last 
Saturday evening was arrested by Oban police for 
an alleged breach of the peace.



Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

NEWS Thursday 24 September, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk4

AN APPIN man going 

Man had

Critical

Efforts continue on making Loch Awe safer

FUNDRAISERS from Kilmelford will be raising cash 
for cancer care at the biggest coffee morning in the 
world. The annual event will take place tomorrow 
(Friday) from 10.30 until 1pm.

Enjoying playtime at 
Achaleven Primary 

School.

Man must

Boating firm becalmed
by squeeze on lending

Advisor Crucial
Finance

Report by LOUISE LEE

th

Strong

th

Important

Janice Alcorn, Colin Crawford, Liz Crawford, Betty Davies and Margaret Inglis cut 
the birthday cake at the 20th anniversary of the Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Therapy 

Centre at Glencruitten, Oban. 

excellent safety record among Scottish Hydro Electric 
employees in Oban. Having had the best results in a 
recent safety initiative within the company, the Oban 
staff had a cheque for £1,000 to donate to a charity 
or group of their choice. The brownies were given the 
money after Scottish Hydro employee Bobby Bennett, a 
father of one of the brownies, approached the company. 
Bobby and his colleague DJ Barr are pictured handing 
over the cheque to the brownies.

The Stone of 
Destiny.

Rosie Stevenson with 
some of the signed copies 
of Ian Hamilton’s book. 

16_t38stone01

CALMAC will be running ferry adventures during 
the Mod. The ferry operator has organised a series of 
day and evening sailing packages during the 10-day 
festival in October so that people can see the islands 
while enjoying the nightlife in Oban. Full details of the 
trips can be found on the CalMac website.

o
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A TEENAGER who broke another 
man’s jaw by kicking him on the 
head has been sent to detention for 
nine months.

Simon Avni, aged 19, pled 
guilty to carrying out the serious 
assault in Argyll Street, Oban, on 
August 9 last year and appeared 
for sentencing last week at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Avni, of 5G Colonsay Terrace, 
Oban, was also sentenced to 
detention after admitting two other 
assaults and recklessly throwing a 
bottle which broke and hit another 
man.

 The court heard that Avni had 
been in a minor confrontation 
with his victim in the early hours 
of Saturday, August 9 and both 
parties, accompanied by friends, 
came across each other again in 
Argyll Street where one of Avni’s 
companions had punched another 
man.

In the following skirmish, 
Avni’s victim tripped back over 
a pavement and as he fell Avni 
kicked him on the side of the 
face.

His victim had to have a metal 

plate put into his jaw as well as 
dental treatment and still suffered 
some numbness to his jaw as 
a result of the injury, the court 
heard.

In a separate incident on April 5 
this year, Avni admitted assaulting 
two different men in Glencruitten 
Drive, Oban, by punching them 
on the face during a confrontation 
between two groups following a 
function at a nearby premises.

On June 7 on the Railway Pier, 
Avni threw a bottle at a man, and it 
struck a door and a piece of glass 
cut the victim’s head.

Sentencing Avni to nine months, 
Sheriff Small told Avni that the 
serious assault ‘merited a custodial 
sentence’.

He also sentenced the accused 
to 96 days in detention for each 
of the two other offences, to run 

backdated to July 31 when he was 
remanded for breaching bail.

Sentence was deferred until 
September 14 next year for another 
assault, committed on July 25 this 
year and also admitted by Avni.

Teenager 
who broke 
man’s jaw is 
locked up

SCHOOL bands ‘No Nightmares’ and ‘Just strangers’ 
volunteered their time to raise funds for Imogen, a 
young girl who needs to raise £30,000 to have a stem 
cell operation in China.

The bands played a concert during lunchtime last 
week. This young girl had previously been discussed 

been raising funds for Imogen. Imogen’s case has 
also been discussed in class as part of the trial with 

careers choices with different subjects in a classroom 
environment, and the pupils upon hearing the story 
decided themselves to raise funds for the cause.

The music extravaganza raised £85 as well 
as £109 raised by 2-12 with a cake bake sale.

THREE enterprising sixth-year pupils have entered 

Sean, Jamie and Sean spent weeks developing 
and recording a sample show to present to Oban 

of hard work the guys have successfully earned the 
right to host their own show every Saturday Night.

The two-hour show is live from 7-9pm on 

THE SCHOOL is working closely with SDS Skills 
development Scotland to try and embed career 
management skills into the curriculum.

Instead of careers advisors having a meeting to 
‘sort out’ a career path, the careers advisors are going 
to be in the classes with the teacher giving added 
insight in and information about the types of jobs 
different things can lead to and about the different 
skills etc that they pupils are using that are cross 
transferable.

 Its still in its infancy and is going to be a pilot 
project with geography, physics and possibly drama, 
based on wind farms. Geography will speak about 
the location etc, physics about how the turbines work 
and drama to help with presentation skills. Each
group will select a location and design a turbine and 
justify their choices. It is hoped to have trips out to 

to give more info and SDS also contributing to the 
pupil’s experience.

Oban High
School
news

Banding together to raise funds

Victim kicked on side of face

parking in the village of Port 
Appin could soon be solved 
with Argyll and Bute Council 
preparing a report to identify 
potential new parking sites.

The council said it was 
aware of the parking 
problems in the Port Appin 
area and that Oban Lorn and 
the Isles area committee had 
allocated funds to buy land 
for more parking.

The council had agreed 
in November last year to 
make available the sum of 
£19,000 to purchase land 
at Port Appin to enable a 
further 23 parking bays to be 
constructed.

roads department, told The 
Oban Times this week that a 
report is being prepared and 
he expected the matter to 
be discussed at the October 
area committee meeting or 
the following one, with work 
hopefully starting over the 
winter. 

Port Appin
parking
problem
could be
resolved

a full-scale land, air and sea search after two men 

morning.
The men, from Edinburgh, were last seen around 

midnight on Sunday after telling friends and family 

of their fathers called Clyde Coastguard at 8am on 

Three coastguard rescue teams from Crinan, 
Tarbert and Ardpatrick, a Sea King helicopter from 
RNAS Prestwick, the Islay RNLI lifeboat and local 
police searched throughout the morning.

The boat was soon found, tied up ashore in a remote 
area about one and a half miles from Tayvallich. 
Three hours after the search began the men were 
found safe and well.

George Freeburn, Clyde Coastguard watch 

‘Apparently their engine failed and they had to make 
for shore using a piece of wood as a paddle. They 
have been walking all night, but are unharmed other 
than being a bit wet.’

full-scale search

STUDENTS from all over the 
world have come to Dunstaffnage 
to take part in one of the ‘best’ 
marine science programmes in 
the UK.

The Scottish Association 

freshers, or new starts, will be 

studying for a bachelor of science 
degree in marine science. And 
the University of the Highlands 
and Island’s course has managed 
to attract 14 students, the largest 
number since the programme 
began 10 years ago, onto the four-
year programme. The students 

as Canada and Czech Republic 
are joining home bred students 
from Argyll and Fort William. 

has come in for praise for its 
innovative learning and teaching, 
with scientists naming it among 

the best choice for a background 

holding an open day from 1.30pm 
on October 9 for anyone who 

educational programmes at the 
centre. For more details contact 
Polly Crooks on 01631 559335.

First-year students have plunged themselves into a MSC in Marine Science at SAMS. 16_t39freshers01

FOR YOURNEARESTMORRISONS STORE PLEASE VISITWWW.MORRISONS.CO.UKOR TELEPHONE 0845 611 6111 w/c 21/09/09
Available in most stores. Subject to availability. While stocks last. Prices/offers may vary in Gibraltar. Nescafé Gold Blend £2/100g •McVitie’s Milk Chocolate Digestives 20p/100g • Hula Hoops 34.3p/100g • Ragu Original Sauce £2/kg • Cravendale whole/semi-skimmedMilk 82p/litre • Bold 2 in 1 Orange £1.79/kg.
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• Do you have
a story for 

The Oban Times?
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on 01631-568000
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EDINBURGH Argyll Association 
held its regular ceilidh in St John’s 
Episcopal Church Hall, Lothian Road, 
Edinburgh, on Saturday September 12.

President Mabel Munro Rowan 
welcomed a large audience in Gaelic 
and English. Bean an taigh was Dolina 
MacLennan, Isle of Lewis. Dolina was 
one of the cast in the Gaelic TV series 

and on radio.
Piper Andrew MacIntyre entertained 

the audience with some lively tunes 
on his bagpipes. Mod Gold Medallists 
Sheena Walker and Norman MacKinnon 

songs and Scottish ballads.
Highland dancers from the Christine 

Wilson School of Dancing, with their 
intricate footwork, were a pleasure to 
watch.

Dolina told some interesting and 
amusing stories throughout the 
evening.

Alnut Bochine from Germany set feet 
tapping with selections of Shetland and 

Among the company were 20 French 
tourists who were given a warm 
welcome. They were in the capital for 

two nights, staying at the Ellersley 
Hotel which is managed by Bill 
MacFarlane and his wife from Oban. 
The tourists were delighted with the 
Highland hospitality they received.

Tea and goodies were served at the 
interval.

Mabel Munro Rowan gave the votes 
of thanks to the artistes, to those who 

hard working committee and helpers.  
Two association members passed 

away recently. 
Sympathy from everyone was sent to 

the families of May Drummond, Islay, 
and Alastair Smiley, Inverness.

The association wishes all competitors 
from Edinburgh and the Borders, 
including Edinburgh Saltire Gaelic 
Choir and Lothian Gaelic Choir, every 
success at the Royal National Mod in 
Oban in October.

The ceilidh came to a close with 
the singing of Auld Lang Syne with 
the French tourists singing a verse in 
French. A great evening was had by 
everyone.

The last ceilidh of the season will be 
on Saturday October 24 at the same 
venue at 7.30pm.

Crowd enjoys Edinburgh 
Argyll Association ceilidh

KILMORE and District branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Rural Institute met 

President Isobel Smith welcomed 15 
members.

After business was concluded, a 
Guess Whose Hat competition was 
held amid much laughter. This was 
won by Maimie Nicolson. 

Tea and biscuits were served by 
Valerie Marshall and Ann Robertson. 

Around the Rurals - Kilmore

CHILDREN and staff from Strath 
of Appin Primary School recently 
visited Yeoman Glensanda quarry on 
Morvern.

Under blue skies, the children were 
encouraged to help steer ferry Lady
Heather as she left Rhugh Garbh 
Depot for the quarry and were given 

a tour of the site and ate lunch in the 
canteen. One of the children said she 

machinery there.

Excited children from Strath of Appin Primary School and staff setting off for Glensanda Quarry.

Strath of Appin pupils visit Glensanda

Send your district news to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email 

editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Kyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

Arts and crafts 
society
ON WEDNESDAY

at the talk organised by 
Plockton Horticultural and 
Arts and Crafts Society 
in Plockton Hall was Will 
Soos.

He gave an interesting 
account of the changes and 
improvements which he has 
made to Dundonnell House 
garden since he started work 

40 people attended. The next 
evening, Plockton Historical 
Society had the same number 
for an interesting talk by Bill 
Ramsay, Kyle, entitled ‘The 
History of Mining for Talcum 
and Gold in Lochalsh’.

Outdoor bowls
PLOCKTON, Lochalsh and 
Kyleakin recently competed 
for the Finlayson Trophy at 
Plockton. The winners were 
Kyleakin.

Annual row
THE ANNUAL row around 
the Perch and back to the 
starting line for the Perch 
Trophy which was presented 
to Plockton Small Boat 
Sailing Club in memory of 

teams rowing for it this year.
Winners were Kenneth 

MacRae, Will Bliss, 

Jennifer Ferguson.
This was the third 

consecutive win for 
Kenneth MacRae and 

CIRCUS skills, drumming and the auction of a Viking 
feasting table were just some of the attractions at a recent 
fun day, held to raise funds to buy a community forest. 

affordable homes, jobs and a community-owned business 

the Cowal peninsula. 
The day kicked off with a cycle race around Ardlamont 

the company’s directors, said circus workshops, drumming 
and stalls were also on offer, as well as a chance to soak 

would like to thank all those who made it possible, the 
King’s Court lads and the Oystercatcher crew, and all those 
that helped out and came along for some fun. We raised 
more than £500, with sponsorship still coming in, towards 
our forest fund.’

More information on the project is available from www.

Smiles all round as another wet sponge is launched at 

£500 raised at 
forest fun dayACHALEVEN Primary School in Connel has been awarded 

a third Eco Schools Green Flag for its continuing work on 
environmental projects. 

Head teacher Sharon Burt said the children in the school’s 
eco group had worked very hard over the past few years 
to maintain the standard and that the school had further 
developed its environmental education.

‘We have a very enthusiastic and knowledgeable eco 
committee who care very much about environmental issues, 
which affect us all,’ she said.

‘Together, with the children who come along to our after 
school garden club, they look after our school grounds and 

Connel and Dunbeg Flower Show.
‘The assessor was particularly impressed by how well we 

incorporated environmental activities into all aspects of 
school life, with everyone undertaking eco duties and of 
course everyone enjoys the rewards, such as eco stickers 
and our eco day.’

The teachers and pupils are already planning how they can 
maintain their status and further their environmental work 

completed the course in 
20 minutes six seconds,
33 seconds faster than last 
year’s winning time. 

Weather
DURING August Plockton 
had 27 days with some 
rain totalling 8.5inches, the 
highest monthly rainfall 
this year, the highest since 
January 2008 which had 
11.5 inches.

It compared well with 

Eshdalmuir which had 
15 inches in August. The 
warmest day was 22°C and 

Third green flag 
for Achaleven

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Airport
concerns
ISLAY Transport Forum 

meeting will address 
concerns about Glasgow 
Airport facilities for new 
mothers and babies.

Health managers raised the 
concerns of island midwives 
at a meeting of the local 
public partnership meeting 
on Islay. 

The airport has no facilities 
for nursing mothers once 
they have gone through 
the security checks. This 
is particularly of concern 
given the numbers of new 

mothers passing through the 
airport on their way home to 
the islands soon after giving 
birth in mainland hospitals, 
and when the mothers may 
be travelling on their own 
with their newborn infants.

Connected to this issue is 
the lack of arrangements 
for new mothers and infants 

cancelled.
The health service 

managers acknowledged 
the availability of hotel 

accommodation, but felt 
there needed to be better 
communication with new 
mothers who may need 
additional support from the 
NHS at such times, again 
when they may be travelling 
on their own with their 
newborn baby. 

Islay harvest 
time
WITH the recent spell of 
sunny dry weather, the barley 
harvest and silage-making is 
nearly complete on Islay’s 
farms.

The new grain-drying 
facility at Octomore will 
be put to good use, saving 
some of Islay’s grain, which 

distilling.

Dalavich
charity
project
THE PROJECT named 
‘Dalavich Spirit of 
Christmas’ is all about raising 
funds for the Children 1st 
Charity, formerly known as 
the Royal Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children. 

The charity offers help and 
support for children who 
have suffered trauma or 
abuse.

This year, Dalavich will 
have a community Christmas 
tree donated by the Forestry 
Commission. The tree will be 
situated in the park opposite 
the Wild Rowan Café so that 
it can be seen from the main 
road thus attracting visitors 
to various events, and in turn 
this will help raise funds for 
the charity. 

Signs will also be made to 
promote the ‘Dalavich Spirit 
of Christmas’.

Everyone who makes a 
donation, no matter how 
small or large, will each have 
a Christmas gift tag with their 
name on it. Every Christmas 
gift tag will be hung on 
the Dalavich Community 
Christmas tree and the aim 

branches of the tree with the 
decorative tags.

To help raise funds for the 
project, a series of events 
will take place from October 
until December. The events 
will be widely advertised 
from Lochgilphead to Oban 
and hopefully this will 
attract visitors to the village 
and social club. 

Children 1st will also help 
with advertising the events. 
At the end of the project, a 
representative from Children 
1st will come to Dalavich 
to receive a cheque for the 
donations raised.

One forthcoming event is 
a Men in Kilts competition. 

This will basically be a 
knobbly knee competition 
for men, and as the name 
suggests, they will be 
wearing kilts.

The men will be on the 
stage in a beauty pageant 
style contest and the audience 
will have the chance to vote 
on the best pair of knobbly 
knees.

There will be a Dalavich 
Christmas Choir which will 
sing at some events and also 
sing around the Christmas 
tree in the weeks leading up 
to Christmas.

Other events include a 
baking contest, a winter fair, 

‘The Singing Kettle’ has 
kindly donated a goodie 

Alexander of the Alexander 
Brothers has been in touch 
and promised to donate the 

latest CD by the Alexander 
Brothers.

Dalavich residents are 
setting an example to 
children by showing them 
what the Christmas spirit is 
about - caring, giving and 
sharing.

Anyone wishing to help or 
donate to this charity should 
contact Jeanette Connor on 
01866 844074.

been credited with staging 
one of its best events in 
recent years, despite having 
to cut its budget.

There was a major coup 
for the festival, held from 
September 13 - 15, when 
the international super 
band The Source played in 
Bruichladdich Hall – the 

Britain.

Highlands and Islands 
Society of London
A TRIBUTE to Lewis double gold medallist Joyce 
Murray will be made at the annual Highlands and 
Islands Society of London ceilidh on Saturday 
September 26.

Sandy Jones and Linn Phipps, both Mod 

Joyce Murray, former Mod Traditional Medal and 
Gold Medal winner, who was to have been the 
society’s singer for the evening, but sadly died in 
August.

Maclennan, Scalpay; vice president Dr Murdo 
Macleod, Lewis; treasurer Donald MacSween, 
Lewis; secretary Sylvia Maclennan, Glasgow; 
membership secretary May Macdonald, Arisaig; 100 
club secretary Cathy Robertson, South Uist.

Jazz first

★★★★

SELF ASSESSMENT FOR 
THE SELF EMPLOYED
This FREE course is organised and run by HM 
Revenue & Customs. It is designed for sole traders 
and partnerships and will give instruction on how to 
complete a Self Assessment return. The course will 
cover the expenses and allowances you can claim, 
the deadline you need to meet, how to pay your tax 
and guidance on online submission of returns.

Tuesday 6 October 2009 from 12.30pm - 4pm at 
Queen’s Hall, Argyll Street, Dunoon

Wednesday 7 October 2009 from 10am - 1pm at 
Community Centre, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead

To book a place on a course please 
call 01546 605459 or e-mail 
business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Desirable properties,
desired by the UK’s leading
holiday rental agency.
From stately manor houses to the
quaintest country cottages, if you’ve
got an impressive property that
would benefit from local expertise, a
nationwide reputation and our
superb track record of occupancy,
then you can afford to be choosy and
select the UK’s leading letting agency.

0845 268 0556
www.letmycottage.co.uk

Bible Prophecy
and The Gospel Message

Are you aware that:-

JESUS CHRIST has PROMISED 
to RETURN to the EARTH

What are you doing to prepare for that day?
Send for further information to:-

The Secretary, Apostolic Fellowship of Christ Bethgur, 52a 
Dartford Road, Darford Kent DA1 3ER, UK Manor House Hotel

& Restaurant

Celebrate Autumn
Fresh Local Game Birds

Every Thursday 
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A ROBUST action plan is 
being introduced to tackle 
a projected overspend of 
£3.4 million in Highland 
Council’s social work 
budget.

The council’s housing and 
social work committee has 
given its backing to plan, 
which aims to shift the 
balance of care to looking 
after more people at home.

Director of social work 
Harriet Dempster, who will 
lead efforts to minimise the 
impact on services to the 

position was ‘extremely 
challenging and pressured’. 

Highland Social Work 
committee chairman 
Councillor Margaret 
Davidson gave assurances 
the policy of providing free 
personal and nursing or 
residential care to patients 
leaving hospital remained 
unchanged.

Talented 
high school 
youngsters
get grants
THREE talented high school 
students in Lochaber and 
Lochalsh have received 
grants to help them develop 
their skills.

The Duncraig Educational 
Trust Scheme, launched last 
year to assist talented young 
Highland people, paid out 
grants totalling £25,000 to 
33 individuals for 2009.

Musician Kirsten Colman 
from Lochaber high received 
£800 while Plockton high 
student Fiona Mackenzie 
received £500 and fellow 
student Zoe Morgan received 
£800.

Healthy
eating fact 
sheets
introduced
GUIDANCE on healthy 
snacks is being provided in 
schools throughout Lochaber 
following new government 
legislation.

The guidance, in the form 
of information sheets, is 
being widely distributed to 
ensure that school snacks 
comply with new nutritional 
regulations introduced last 
year. 

The advice covers 
celebrations, special events, 
school trips and rewards and 
healthier home baking.

Health promoting schools 
manager Louise Jones said 
the guidance was designed 
to provide extra clarity and 
practical suggestions for 
mid-morning break in both 
primary and secondary 
schools.

She said: ‘Rather than 
provide a list of what ‘can’ 
and ‘can’t’ be sold, the 
suggestions can be applicable 
to any school based on their 
local suppliers.’

Student
ordered
to pay 
compensation
A STUDENT has been 
ordered to pay compensation 
of £650 after admitting 
breaking a shop window.

Donald Ruaridh 
MacKinnon, aged 20, of 
104 Kilmallie Road, Caol, 
admitted breaking the 
window in Kilmallie Road, 
Caol, on May 27.

Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard MacKinnon 
had answered a call on his 
mobile phone while entering 
the shop at around 8.40am. 
He was agitated, shouted at 
the phone, threw it down, 
then kicked the shop door 
with such force that the glass 
smashed.

Defence agent Hamish 
Melrose said his client had 
hoped to move to Ireland to 
work but that had not been 
possible and he was now in 
receipt of a student bursary.

Sheriff William Gilchrist 

BUSINESSES in Lochaber 
and the west Highlands 
dominated a prestigious 
awards ceremony in 
Inverness.

Alcan’s Lochaber Smelter, 
Fort William’s Underwater 
Centre, Marine Harvest Fort 
William, Grenitote Travel on 
North Uist and Touchwood 
Recycling from Skye all 
won awards at the Scottish 
Council for Development 
and Industry’s (SCDI) 10th 
annual Highlands and islands 
business excellent awards.

The Lochaber Smelter 
won the global energy group 
award for excellence in 
people development.

A FORT William heroin addict who 
assaulted an 80-year-old woman and 
stole her handbag in Fort William’s 
High Street will be sentenced next 
month.

Kenneth George Brown, aged 
46, whose address was given as 

14 Connochie Road, Fort William, 
admitted assaulting the woman and 
robbing her of the contents of her bag 
on August 30. 

Sentence on Brown, who was 
remanded in custody, was deferred 
until October 1. Brown was also 

banned from driving for six months 
after admitting driving at 104mph in a 
60mph section of the A82 on July 7. 

Defence agent Hamish Melrose said: 
‘He has been driving for 25 years 
and has a clean driving licence. This 
occurred at a long, straight section of 

the road and he had overtaken some 
caravans and did not appreciate the 
speed he had built up.’

William Gilchrist and given no time to 
pay, which meant he has to serve the 
alternative of 14 days in prison.

A CAOL man already banned from driving 
for life has been jailed for 12 months after 
a drink-fuelled rampage on the A82 almost 
ended in tragedy.   

Bryan Ashforth Garrick, aged 36, of 4 
Torcastle Crescent, was heading south on the 
A82 from Fort William on August 29 when 
police were called to say his car was being 
driven erratically with suggestions that the 
driver had been drinking. 

the car coming towards them near Corran 
Ferry then turned to follow it.

Garrick overtook a car towing a caravan 

south of the Onich Hotel on a series of 

only narrowly avoiding a collision with 
northbound vehicles, Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wyllie told how 
Garrick careered into the centre of the road 
and was confronted by a vehicle travelling 
in the opposite direction. 

‘That driver tried to pull onto the verge 
but the accused’s vehicle collided with his 
car then struck the vehicle behind,’ she said. 
‘He was completely out of control and still 
travelling south. He narrowly missed another 

vehicle and eventually came to rest down an 
embankment.

‘The police found the accused at the wheel 
and they immediately smelled alcohol. 
Luckily there appear to have been only one 
person slightly injured.’

Garrick admitted driving dangerously 
when more than three times over the legal 

A82 at Onich on August 29.
Defence agent Stephen Kennedy said 

Garrick had had ‘a heated argument’ with 
his mother having consumed a fairly large 
amount of alcohol. 

‘He has anger management problems. He 
has a long-standing and chronic problem and 
the inability to control the urge to commit 
offences,’ he said.

Police found Garrick to have 118mcg of 
alcohol in 100ml of breath, compared to the 
legal limit of 35mcg.

Sheriff William Gilchrist said: ‘This is an 
astonishingly high reading. His record of 
previous convictions is appalling. He has 
more than 10 convictions for driving while 

failing to provide a specimen of breath to 
police.’

A MAJOR review of community 
council areas and membership 
began this week.

Many community council 
boundaries were set more than 
30 years ago and the council is 
keen to hear the public’s views on 
whether the boundaries should be 

in population and settlement 
patterns.

In Lochaber alone, recent years 

community councils. Comments 
are invited by December 23. 

Maps of existing community 
council areas can be viewed 
at www.highland.gov.uk or at 
council libraries and service 
points.

Emails should be sent to 
ccrev iew@highlandgov.uk . 
Written submissions should be 
sent to CC Review, Highland 
Council, Glenurquhart Road, 
Inverness, IV3 5NX. 

banned from driving for 
two years after stealing his 
skipper’s car and driving it 
while drunk.

Tom Michael Crawley, 
aged 24, of 20 Lovat Terrace, 
Mallaig, had only passed his 
driving test two weeks before 
committing the offence.

Crawley admitted taking 
and driving the car without 
the consent of the owner, 
driving with no insurance 
and driving while more than 
twice over the limit at Vaig 
Road, Mallaig, on September 
5.

Crawley was previously 

the owner of the vehicle and 
lost his job as a result. 

Crawley had previously 
been allowed to drive the car 
around the harbour to collect 
various items, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard.

 Drink had been consumed 

boat and he was left there 
with the keys on the table. 
He decided to take the car 
round the bay to look for his 
sister.

Fining Crawley £200 
Sheriff William Gilchrist 
said: ‘This is a very high 
reading. You will also have 
to re-sit your driving test.’

PUPILS in Lochaber were 
dancing to the beat of 
traditional African music 
when a group of master 
drummers visited the area.

The Kakatsitsi Master 
Drummers are a group 
of traditional musicians, 
dancers and singers from the 
Ga tribe of southern Ghana.

Their music takes 
traditional Ghanaian rhythms 
and chants and showcases 
them in a modern way.

The group has developed 
a strong educational 
dimension visiting schools 
and community centres to 
teach pupils simple rhythms 
and dances.

Group manager Steve 

AN APPRENTICESHIP scheme is being hailed a big 

two from Fort William, proving to be a valuable addition to 
Highland Council’s housing and property service.

Twenty-two young people have been trained over the 

year apprentices attracted more than 300 applications. The 
new intake includes two apprentices who had completed 

redundant due to the recession.

include plumber Andrew MacDonald and electrician Stuart 
MacDonald, both based in the Lochaber capital. 

The scheme was re-introduced in 2004 after an absence 
of eight years and is proving such a success that the range 
of apprenticeships has been widened from joinery, painting, 
plumbing and electrical works to include building and 

Life ban driver jailed 
after A82 road rampage

Sentence deferred on addict who assaulted 80-year-old woman

Pupils from Ballachulish Primary School with the Kaktsitsi master drummers from Ghana. 10_f39drum02

Lochaber pupils 
bang the drum   
to African beat

Fisherman
loses
licence
and job

Apprentices Stuart MacDonald, left, and Andrew 
MacDonald pictured with Steve Barron, Director 
of Housing and Property, and Ian Belford, right, 

maintenance manager.

Action
plan to 
tackle
£3.4m
overspend

Building for the future

Lochaber businesses 
dominate top awards

Chris Murray, works 
manager at the smelter, 
said: ‘We employ over 170 
people in Fort William and 
are fully committed to the 
ongoing development of our 
workforce to ensure we have 
the latest skills and knowledge 
to drive improvements 

business.’
The Underwater Centre 

won the Crown Estate award 
for excellence in a marine 

business. General manager 
Steve Ham said: ‘We are 
delighted to have won this 
prestigious award as it really 
underlines the success that 
we have achieved since 
buying the Underwater 
Centre. Our reputation as the 
leading global provider of 

cemented.’
Marine Harvest Fort 

William was presented with 
the award for outstanding 

THE INAUGURAL Great Sleat Cycle 
Week may have ended on Friday but the 
Isle of Skye community is continuing 
its drive to cut carbon emissions by one 
third.

The two-wheeled festival, co-
ordinated by the local community 
trust’s ‘Clean Sleat’ project, included 
events around the Sleat peninsula.

A hugely popular free community 
bike repair workshop with Inverness-
based social enterprise Black Bridge 
Bikes in Ardvasar Hall, a leisurely 
family cycle and picnic in Kinloch 
Forest and a ‘cycle to anywhere day’ 
where Sleat residents were encouraged 
to leave their car at home, all featured.

Local primary school Bun Sgoil 
Shlèite held a full day of activities 
covering subjects such as mountain 
bike skills and road safety, while the 

at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig last Friday with 

an inspiring talk by adventurer and 
extreme sports specialist Karen Darke.

Ms Darke talked candidly about 
her life before and after a climbing 
accident that left her paraplegic and 
wheelchair bound, and told of her hand 
bike expeditions in Central Asia, the 
Himalayas and Japan.

Robertson said: ‘We hope the 
community enjoyed the week and are 
encouraged to use their bikes more 
often to help us reduce our carbon 
emissions.’

The Climate Challenge Fund has 
awarded The Clean Sleat project 
£99,000 over two years to help meet 
their target of reducing Sleat’s carbon 
emissions by 33 per cent through local 
initiatives.

Clean Sleat is planning a similar week 
next year to coincide with national 
Bike Week.

business achievement in the 
Highlands and islands.

Managing director Alan 
Sutherland said: ‘This is an 
honour for the company and 
for the hard working and 
dedicated staff who grow 
an outstanding product in 
the outstanding environment 
that is the Highlands and 
islands of Scotland.’

Touchwood Recycling 
from Uig in Skye received 
the SEPA award for 
excellence in environmental 
sustainability and Grenitote 
Travel from North Uist 
received the Caledonian 
MacBrayne award for 
excellence in tourism.

Excellent result for 
local companies

Peake said: ‘We tour around 
the country, particularly in 
the Highlands and islands 
of Scotland, and this year 
we also performed at the 
Edinburgh Festival.

‘We like coming back here 
because we get a very warm 
welcome and the people 
appreciate the traditional 
culture we have. 

‘It resonates with their own 
sounds and traditions.

‘Music brings people 
together and there is a very 
strong sense of community 
here, the same as we have in 
Ghana, and that’s something 
we have been sharing with 
local people.’

Major review of community councils

Skye pedals forward with green target

o
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AN OBAN teenager who 
persistently made rude 
gestures at police patrolling 
the town centre, leading to a 
complaint by a tourist about 
his offensive behaviour, has 

Eighteen-year-old Ian 
MacLean appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week, 
where he admitted breaching 
the peace on June 22 in 
Shore Street and George 
Street after consuming two 

Fining MacLean, Sheriff 
Douglas Small described his 

Road, was also admonished 
for breaching a curfew order 
by the court on August 14 

resisting arrest on the same 

Youth

for rude
gestures

Lifeboat
callout
limits visit

Teenage
drink driver
banned
AN ISLAY teenager who 
left his car keys at a friend’s 
home because he had been 
drinking still found himself 
banned from driving for 12 
months when he appeared at 
Campbeltown Sheriff Court 

Craig Brown’s mistake 
was to accept a pillion ride 
on the back of someone’s 
motorcycle and stay sitting 
on the bike when the friend 

Brown, aged 18, of 2 
Bayview, Bunnahabhain, 
admitted riding a motorcycle 
without a helmet and to being 
in charge of a motorcycle 
while over the drink-drive 

Pillion

Shoniwa said Brown was 
seen by police when riding 
pillion and not wearing a 
helmet on June 12 at the 
Ramsay Hall car park, Port 

him he was sitting on the 
motorbike in the driver’s 

Brown’s defence agent 
Sandy Mitchell said that 
Brown had remained sitting 
on the stationary bike when 
the rider got off and had put 
the stand down to make the 
bike stable; that had caused 

Sheriff David Hall said 

the explanation and he 

STAFF at Yeoman Glensanda 
quarry at Morvern are used 
to seeing things on a large 
scale but this week were 
keeping an eye something a 

Primary children from 
Oban, Lorn and Mull were 
last week given the VIP 
treatment having been invited 
to visit Europe’s largest 
granite quarry as a follow-on 
from visiting Glensanda’s 
stand at the Environmental 

The children from as far 
as Strath of Appin down to 
Luing were taken across in 
Yeoman Glensanda’s ferries 
and taken by minibus up into 

to the main quarry where 
they saw diggers with scoops 

rock and dumper trucks that 

up to the primary crusher 
where the rock is crushed at 

before dropping down the 

On the way the youngsters 
were challenged to look out 
for all the animals around 

cat, Piseag, to white-tailed 
sea eagles soaring around 

The children were 
encouraged to ask all kinds 
of questions, including how 
much rock there is in the 

how much the ships taking 
the aggregate away could 

tonnes; how much do the tyres 
on the digger cost – between 

million; how long it takes to 

Wonder of Glensanda 
School pupils are left wide-eyed at sheer scale  of quarry operation

By MARIAN MILLER
change a tyre – a day; where 
does the aggregate go – all 
over Europe, particularly the 
Balkan states; are the trucks 
easy to drive – yes; how 
often do they blast – three 
times a week; how much 
rock is taken out each day 

After visiting the upper 
quarry, the children were 
treated to lunch in the staff 
canteen before seeing what 
happens to the rock at the 
bottom of the hill, where the 

stored and how it is sorted 

Children from Dervaig 
Primary School on Mull were 
among those who visited 
and one pupil reported: ‘We 

engines, and the whole class 

was good to see Glensanda 
caring for the environment 
and letting the plants and Ron MacMillan, secondary shift manager, and Ian Henry, administration manager, were happy to show Oban’s 

15_t39sanda03

 Primary in Oban examine 
the £60,000 chains that 
protect the tyres of the 

diggers at 
Yeoman Glensanda 

15_t39sanda02

15_t39sanda04

15_t39sanda01

has been reported to the 

two alleged fraud offences 
at Keil Row, Fionnphort 
on Mull and three frauds 
alleged to have taken place 

Charged
with frauds

A UK government transport 
minister who came to Oban 

station was unable to see the 
lifeboat or the crew – as they 

Paul Clark MP, 
parliamentary under 
secretary of state for 
transport, paid a short visit 
to the station last Thursday 
afternoon, accompanied by 
Sir Andrew Cubie, convener 
of Royal National Lifeboat 

Both were also visiting the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 

Mr Clark met with 

he was unable to see the 
lifeboat as she was engaged 
in the medical evacuation 
of a patient from the Isle of 



Thursday 24 September, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk   9NEWS
Mull Lines

3.4 x 7.1
t36der1no

Sponsored by 
M.V. Lady Jayne Boat Trips
Telephone: 01680 300444
Web: www.mullcharters.com

GIRLS on the island of Mull joined in with the 
biggest birthday bash on the year at the launch of 
the Girl Guides UK centenary celebrations.

The 1st Tobermory Guides, Brownies and  
Rainbows joined more than 550,000 girls and 
women at a special action packed event earlier this 
month.

The street party held at Tobermory guide hall was 
a day of fun, games, food and music. The event 
started with the releasing of 100 helium balloons 
into the air quickly followed by a traditional 
strip the willow with music by well known local 
accordionist Calum Maclean.

of guiding on Mull, old uniforms, photos and books 

and a birthday cake, a true celebration Mull style.

The helium balloons released into the air at 
Mull’s celebrations for guides’ centenary. 

Alan Reid MP puts his hand in one of the many Mull potholes. 

A VISIT to Mull last week left Argyll 
and Bute MP Alan Reid despairing at 
the appalling condition of the roads. 

He said: ‘The roads on the island have 
always been in a terrible condition, 
but they are worse than ever after 
all the heavy rain we have had this 
summer. All the roads desperately 
need repaired. 

‘The road to Fionnphort is in an 
appalling condition. Even stretches 
that were resurfaced recently have 
huge potholes. Overseas visitors on 
the bus to Iona must wonder what 
third world country they are visiting. 
With increasing rainfall predicted in 
the coming years, the situation will 
only get worse.

‘To add insult to injury the council 
is proposing to impose weight 
restrictions on the island’s roads. This 
is not the solution – proper repairs are 
the answer. The council sent out a letter, 
dated September 1, but not delivered 
to some addresses until September 9, 
giving people 14 days to object. This 
is nonsense in the middle of a postal

strike. The council should abandon its 
weight restriction proposals and repair 
the roads.

‘The Scottish government cannot 
ignore this problem anymore. The 
Keep Mull Moving campaign has 

made transport minister Stewart 
Stevenson fully aware of the serious 
problem.

‘The Scottish government must as 
a matter of urgency give the council 
more money to repair the roads 
properly. Government ministers 
wouldn’t tolerate the street where 
they live being in the same appalling 
condition. Urgent action is needed 
before travel on the island becomes 
impossible.’

A spokesman for the Scottish 
government said: ‘The roads on Mull 
are local roads and as such the local 
authority is responsible for their 
maintenance and safety. We have 
given local authorities more freedom 
and funding than ever to invest in 
local priorities.’

A representative from action group 
Keep Mull Moving said that the group 
had written to roads minister Stuart 
Stevenson and would discuss his 
answer in due course. 

Argyll and Bute Council recently 
said it is investing £1 million in the 
Mull infrastructure, more than any 
other roads in the area. 

MP slams ‘appalling’
state of Mull roads

‘Overseas visitors must wonder what third world country they are visiting’ 

ARGYLL MP Alan Reid and a roads 
protest group are both demanding 
that an inquiry is made into enforcing 
weight restrictions on main routes 
across Mull.

The restrictions, due to come into 
force on various roads on the island 
including the B8035 and B8037 on the 
roads to Dervaig, Calgary and north 
Loch Scidain side, are being hotly 
contested. The Keep Mull Moving 
protest group is claiming that Argyll 
and Bute Council is reducing the 
weight limits from 18 to 13 tonnes 
simply to ‘dodge its responsibilities’ 
regarding the upkeep of roads, and 

may come to a head at the next area 
committee.

Last October Argyll and Bute Council 
increased the weight limitations to 18 

and businesses’. But 11 months on the 
council has decided to reintroduce the 
restrictions.

A Keep Mull Moving spokeswoman 
said: ‘We have vigorously objected 
to weight restrictions on these roads 
on behalf of the farming, crofting, 
haulage and aquaculture industries. 

‘Despite recent communication 
from the council admitting it has  
discretionary powers to exempt 
certain vehicles from the weight 

Reid joins strong resistance to proposed 
weight restrictions on island’s main routes

restrictions, the conditions applied not 
only make the situation impossible and 
impractical for hauliers and businesses, 
but also contravene the spirit of the 
discretionary powers.

‘Keep Mull Moving has requested that 
our objections are referred to a hearing. 
The silence from the councillors on 
the issue of the weight restrictions is 
equally surprising.’

Problem
MP Alan Reid said: ‘The council 

appears to realise that it will have a 
problem if these restrictions come 
into effect and so it is exempting its 
own vehicles, but doing nothing for 
individuals who, for example, may 
wish to move house or for businesses 
seeking deliveries of goods.

‘The council should repair the roads, 
not try to dodge its responsibilities by 
stopping people driving on them and 
accusing those who do of abusing the 
roads.’

An Argyll and Bute spokeswoman 
said: ‘The affected roads have had 
a weight limit of 13 tonnes laden 
weight since 1980. The reason for 
having restrictions is that the lightly 
constructed roads cannot carry large 
vehicles without unacceptable damage 
to the roads. Partly because of the 

limit the government directed roads 

authorities to reassess them and 
replace them with weight restrictions 
based on the maximum gross weight 
(MGW) of vehicles. This is what we 
are doing on Mull.

‘The restriction will give us discretion 
to grant exemption, for example to 
vehicles carrying bulky loads which 
have to be carried by large vehicles 
but which are considerably lighter 
than the MGW for the vehicle.

‘We have written to all objectors, 
trying to address their concerns. In 
accordance with the standard statutory 
procedure they were asked to write 
to us if they wish to maintain their 
objection.

‘A hearing will be arranged for 
the area committee to listen to the 

deciding whether to approve, reject or 
modify the proposed order.’

Report by LOUISE LEE

A BAND dubbed ‘the boy band 
of traditional Scottish music’ has 
been named Argyll’s top young 
entrepreneurs.

Martin Gillespie, Daniel Gillespie, 
Alec Dalglish and Fraser West, founders 
of Tiree band Skerryvore, have been 
announced as regional winners at 2009 
Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust 
(PSYBT) ‘Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year’ Awards at the Argyll and Bute 
Council Chambers in Lochgilphead 
last Wednesday. 

by the award sponsors, FirstPoint, 
USA, and will now represent Argyll 

at Glasgow’s City Chambers on 
November 18. 

Skerryvore have performed at 
festivals worldwide, including Celtic 
Connections, T in the Park, and have 
recently returned from a performance 
in China. They are in advanced 

label, which they hope will elevate 
them to even greater heights of 
success.

The runner-up in the awards is 
Gordon Turnbull, founder of the Isle 
of Mull Crab company, which supplies 
the local retail and restaurant sectors 
handpicked, freshly cooked crab 
meat.

Gordon has a growing clientele 
among locals and visitors to the area. 

Provost William Petrie presented 

Tiree band Skerryvore won this 
year’s Prince’s Scottish Youth 

Business Trust ‘Young
 Entrepreneur of the Year’ Award.

Mr Stewart with his runner’s up 

Andrew Kean, managing director of 
FirstPoint USA, said: ‘Youth enterprise 
is something to be recognised and 
applauded, as these young people 
are helping themselves, their local 
community and the economy. 

‘These awards are essential in 
encouraging a culture that values 
business ambition and innovation and 
we are delighted to support PSYBT 
in creating this entrepreneurial 
environment.’

Both the winner and the runner-up 
received funding, advice and support 
from PSYBT, which during the past 
20 years, has supported some 11,000 
young people to start almost 9,000 
businesses, providing £31.7million in 
funding and additional assistance.

Skerryvore excel at
the music business

A NEW boat storage centre 
on Islay is one of the projects 
included in a £2 million grant 
to Argyll and Bute from Rural 
Priorities.

Rural Priorities is part 
of the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme, 
which has approved funding 
to 640 projects with a total 
value of £36.8 million in this 
round of grants. Argyll has 
had 48 projects approved, to 
the tune of £1,937,111.

Highland region has had 
134 projects approved, 
totalling £8,648,850 and the 
Western Isles was successful 
with 20 projects, totalling 
£326,437.

Convert
The Islay boat storage 

centre at Surnaig Farm, 
Lagavulin, has been 
awarded £90,566 to convert 
a former walled garden into 
a secure and serviced boat 
storage centre for 50 vessels, 
complete with a slipway and 
18-tonne boat hoist. 

Located in one of the most 
desirable and challenging 
places to sail in the world, 
Islay is also one of the stages 
in the popular annual Classic 
Malt race. It will create three 
new jobs and training and 
help promote the island, 
which is part of the Classic 
Malts Cruise. 

Cabinet secretary for rural 
affairs and the environment 
Richard Lochhead said: ‘This

rural Scotland will support 
many exciting new projects 
and the expansion of existing 
businesses, creating new 
jobs and securing existing 
employment. Many rural 
businesses are playing a key 
role in aiding Scotland’s 
economic recovery.’

Backing for
Islay boat
centre

KIND-hearted islanders on Tiree gave 
more than £600 in a tea fundraiser 
for the British Heart Foundation. The 
event was held in memory of the late 
Mr Neil Urquhart at the Tigh a Rudha 
on August 15 raised £604.49.

Islanders have
big hearts

FIREFIGHTERS on Mull have proved that 
they are not too hot to handle. Strathclyde’s 
Fire and  Rescue Hot Fire training unit came 
to Tobermory with four of the best breathing 

Willie Hume said: ‘More than 30 volunteer 

Iona to take advantage of this excellent training 
facility. We would like to thank Strathclyde Fire 
and Rescue for their continued commitment and 
support to rural areas.’

Feeling hot, hot, hot with temperatures up to 
200 degrees, it was the hottest they have had it 

on Mull. 

THE FIRST Mull fundraiser for children in Liberia 
raised more than £1,800 for charity Mary’s Meals.

The coffee evening kick started the kitchen table 
fundraising group’s ambitious plans of raising 
thousands of pounds for the hungry youngsters in 
the war-torn country.

And MP Alan Reid gave the event his seal of 
approval by spending a penny or two of his own.

The next event is a porridge supper 
during the Mull Rally in October. For 

more details about the group contact 
marydevon@tiscali.co.uk

Find all you want to 
do in the Highlands, 
in one place.

Your local VisitScotland Information Centre on the High Street in Fort William has details 

of everything to see and do in the Highlands. And with events, activities and attractions 

throughout the year, it’s not just for tourists. What’s more, our information experts can book 

tickets for events and arrange transport and accommodation across Scotland. So whatever 

you’re looking for, there’s only one place to go.

visitscotland.com/wheretofindus
Information Centres Not just for tourists.
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Glasgow Skye 
Association
YOU NEED never be short 
of information these days. 

about something you just 
have to ‘Google it’. 

It should be easy but 
frequently, in my experience, 

information I hadn’t really 
requested, or at least I did 
not think I had. 

This is exactly what 
happened on the morning 
of the recent opening 
concert of the Glasgow Skye 
Association. I was looking 
for information on traditional 
music but was supplied with 
advice for artistes performing 
at concerts. 

‘Make sure you look as 
if you are enjoying the 
experience’ and ‘remember 
that the audience are there to 
enjoy themselves’ is what it 
said and I am happy to report 
this is exactly what happened 
at the Skye. 

The songs were varied, 
many including choruses 
which were heartily taken 
up by the audience, and 
chairperson for the evening 
Ena Kerr, president of the 
Glasgow Tiree Association, 
therefore had a pleasant 
task.

The singers were Rona 
Morrison, Mary C MacLean, 
Stephen MacIver and Gordon 
McKeeve while Ryan Young, 
now a student at the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama, played  beautiful 

Smart performed the bagpipe 
duties for the evening. 

Once again it was pleasing 
to have Norma MacDougal
as accompanist. 

No Skye ceilidh could be 
described without mention of 
the excellent ‘eats’ provided 
at the interval. 

The Skye folk - I had better 
not say ‘ladies’ nowadays 
- did not lose their baking 
skills during the summer 
recess!

Ceol’s Craic
A GREAT new series of 
Ceol’s Craic events starts this 
Saturday at 7.30pm in the 
Centre for the Contemporary 
Arts, 350 Sauchiehall Street. 

The evening is being 
supported by the Gaelic 
Books Council as part of 
Cuairt nam Bard 2009 and 
would previously have taken 
place in Oban and Islay. 

Traditional musicians from 
Ireland will be supported 
by Margaret Callan and 
Alasdair C Whyte and there 
will be a ceilidh dance to the 
music of Pneumatic Drills to 
complete the evening.

Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar
THE RECENT opening 
ceilidh of the association 
was a most enjoyable 
and successful evening’s 
entertainment with Peter 
MacDonald in the chair. 

The singers were Mairi 
MacArthur, Alison 
Campbell, Timothy Peacock 
and Iain Carmichael. Ivor 
Brown provided accordion 
selections, the piper was 
Murray Kirsopp and Anna 
Cameron was accompanist. 

Comunn Na 
Gaidhlig
THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of Comunn na 
Gaidhlig will be held today 
(Thursday) in Consort 
House, 12 West George 
Street, at 2.45pm.

Everyone interested is 
invited to attend.

Diary dates
Thursday September 27:
Star Folk Club, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm. Jez 
Lowe, Lauren McColl, City 
Halls, Recital Room.
Saturday September 26:
Ceol’s Craic, Centre for 
the Contemporary Arts, 
Sauchiehall Street - see 
above. Jenna Reid Band, 
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm. 
Celebration of Music of 
Gordon Duncan, Perth 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm.
Thursday October 1: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, with Colum 
Sands.
Friday October 2: Glasgow 
Islay Association opening 
concert, Woodside Halls, 
Glenfarg Street, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC this Glasgow 
holiday weekend in the Park 
Bar will be provided by 
Calum Iain McCorquodale 
on both Friday and Saturday 
with Stewart Cameron on 
Sunday while in the Islay Inn 
it will be Parting Glass on 
Friday and the Jolly Beggars 
on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Honour for Rose 
RETIRED businesswoman Rose 
Gibson, a valued member of the 
Kilarrow Kirk Session and one of 
the longest serving members of the 
Round Church congregation, has 
been honoured by Poppyscotland 
in recognition of her many years of 
dedicated service to the annual Poppy 
Appeal in the Bowmore district.

She has been awarded the gold poppy 
brooch which marks more than 50 
years service and also received the 
President’s Award at a special ceremony 
in Edinburgh on September 15. 

This award is given to few people and 
is Poppyscotland’s highest accolade 
and marks the recipient’s ‘beyond 
the call of duty’ contribution to the 
charity. 

The decision to make the award to 
Rose was made by Poppyscotland’s 
president Sir Alistair Irwin.

Rose has raised many thousands of 
pounds over the years for the Poppy 
Appeal and her efforts ensure that 
those servicemen who are buried in 
Bowmore’s war graves cemetery, 
along with those whose names are 
commemorated on the war memorials 
within the church, are honoured each 
year on Remembrance Sunday. Well 
done Rose. 

Bards’ tour
A GROUP of Irish entertainers will join 
local performers in concert in Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ile tonight (Thursday) 
at 7.30pm. 

The evening of poetry, songs and 
instrumental music goes under the 
title ‘Cuairt nam Bard 2009, and is 
being presented by the Gaelic Books 

Council. Irish visitors taking part are 
poets Marie Holmes and Aifric Mac 
Aodha, traditional singer Saileog Ni
Cheannabhain and concertina player 
Eoin O Beaglaoich. They have already 
appeared at Oban’s Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House on Tuesday and will also be 
on stage in Glasgow’s Centre for 
Contemporary Arts on Sauchiehall 
Street on Saturday.

Wartime memories
THE RECENT 70th anniversary of the 
outbreak of the Second World War has 
rekindled many memories among those 
who remember that fateful day.

Rena MacArthur, nee MacLellan, 
of Port Ellen, recalls living with her 
parents and brothers at Moinechoire in 
the Ballygrant area when the hostilities 
began.

Living next door was Rosalind 
Kennedy, along with her two daughters 
Morar and Katherine. They were the 
mother and sisters of the distinguished 
investigative journalist and broadcaster 
Sir Ludovic Kennedy.

The girls’ father, Royal Navy

although retired, had returned to 
active service and was in command 
of the Rawalpindi, a hastily 
militarised former P&O steamship.
Just two months into the war, the 
Rawalpindi was attacked and sunk by 
the German battlecruiser Schamhorst
while on patrol duties southeast of 
Iceland. Of her 312 crew members 
275 were lost, including her captain.
This led the Kennedys to leave their 
island home but the girls kept in 
touch with the MacLellan family and 
particularly with Rena’s late brother 
David.

Inevitably, the correspondence 
petered out and Morar went on to 
marry the well-known playwright 
Royce Ryton while Katherine chose 
as her husband Sir Ion Calvocoressie, 
a much decorated soldier, stockbroker 
and former High Sheriff of Kent.

Prior to the Second World War the 
Kennedy family, Ludovic included, 
holidayed on a number of occasions 
at Cladville Farm on the outskirts of 
Portnahaven.

Busy Round Church
MEMBERS of the Round Church at 
Bowmore have a busy weekend ahead.

On Saturday, its monthly coffee 
morning takes place in Bowmore 
Buffet Hall at 10.30am. The Harvest 
Thanksgiving service will be held in 
the church on Sunday September 27 
at 10am. A Harvest Songs of Praise 
follows on Sunday evening at 7pm. 
Donations welcomed for Christian Aid 
water projects.

Golden weddings
WELL-KNOWN Ilich Catriona and 
Donald Bell celebrated their golden 
wedding on Saturday September 19. 

The golden couple entertained family 
and friends at a dinner and ceilidh in 
the Ballygrant Inn. Greetings to you 
both and many further happy years 
together.

Good wishes also to Margaret and 
Islay Campbell of Jamieson Street, 
Bowmore, who clock up 50 years 
of happy marriage on October 2.
Congratulations and have yourselves a 
ball. Slainte! 
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 
810658.

Boom to bust
AFTER a period of denial, 
Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown has decided to take 
the bull by the horns and 
admit that we are now 
going through a period of 
recession.

When he and his speech 
writers decided to do so I 
wonder whether it was he 
who took the lead in the 
discussions as to how the 
regrettable fact was to be 
announced.

After all, it’s hardly a fact 
that needs to be shouted 
from the rooftops, especially 
as Mr Brown had denied 
it for so long while his 
electors have been facing 
the consequences of it for 
months.

Is there a set of formulae 
that require to be checked 
by a number of actuaries 
before it can be quietly 
dropped into the government 
statements when other more 

to cover up the worst of the 
adverse effects of it?

Spin alive
and well
WE ALL know about 
‘the bad hair day’ when 
announcements have to be 
made that are unpalatable - 
but what is the antidote? 

Clever news management 
by experts, such as the ‘Tiree 
Tarantula’, alias spin doctor 
extraordinaire Alastair 
Campbell, can slip something 
like a major recession into a 
news bulletin and  dress it up 
as a positive economic plus.

But you have to choose 
the moment carefully lest 
the story that is bad news 
becomes the item of the 
day rather than one that 
can be glossed over with 
some non-story that should 
distract sharp editorial teams 

who have been sniping at 
recession.

But without a clear 
statement that ‘things aren’t 
good’ they can’t dominate 
the front pages or scream 
at viewers and listeners 
with senior political pundits 
declaiming from the steps of 
Number Ten that ‘Britain is 

If all else fails Chancellor   
Darling will be forced to 
make a statement to the 
House of Commons on a 
Friday when most MPs 
are in their constituencies 
dealing with such important 
matters as ducks swimming 
in dirty moats!

Don’t think that 
Westminster is the only place 
which manages unpleasant 
news well. 

Although the Scottish 
Parliament is new in terms 
of lifetime, it hasn’t been 
slow to adopt the antidote to 
the ‘bad hair day’ or if you 
are more skilled like Alex 
Salmond just browbreat 
all questioners by ignoring 
their questions on the Order 
Paper and abusing them with 
personal invective. 

When this happens 
experienced parliament 
watchers know that our First 
Minister hasn’t got answers 
to the obvious economic 
questions he is being asked as 
last Thursday where he was 
abusive and used blustering 
personal invective to cover 

What an advert for his  
proposed independent 
Scottish Parliament - 
government by he who 
shouts loudest and most 
vitrolically - and certainly 
not a recipe for democracy 
but for dictatorship.

Archie and Janet MacDonald, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, submitted this photo of The Oban Times being read in 
Sydney, Australia. They took the photo on a visit to Sydney to visit their son and family. The photo shows Angus 

photographs and photographs of The Oban Times The
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be 
accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must 

supply a stamped addressed envelope.

The Oban Times in Sydney, Australia

Youth work 
funded by 
donations
Sir, 
In response to McCaig’s 

I write to make it clear that 
H2O has received no funding 
from the local authority, 
Scottish or Westminster 
government for the youth 
work carried out at Oban 
High School.

H2O is an independent 
Christian youth charity 
established in 2003 by 
individuals from all the local 
churches with our youth 

through generous donations 
from individuals, churches 
and charitable trusts.

We have an excellent high 
school in Oban which has 
seen the partnership with 
H2O being recognised as 
‘best practice’ nationally 
with H2O gaining a Scottish 
Education Award in 2007.

H2O was established 
because we care for our 
young people. Readers 
will be familiar with the 
saying that ‘it takes a village 
to raise a child’ and the 
‘village’ of Oban and Lorn 

Sir,
I write regards McCaig’s comment ‘a GP on Colonsay - 
salary £100,000. Number of patients - under 200!’. 

Perhaps McCaig would like to switch from writing his 
comic column and spend seven years retraining as a GP 
and make himself useful - for a change - on Colonsay. His 
posting would mean being on call 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week with no chance of that glass of claret and being 
strapped to a satellite phone everywhere he goes. 
Peter Isaacson, Isle of Coll.

Always on call - and no claret

demonstrates its care for 
our young people through 

support of H2O. Caring is 
what builds, sustains and 

not ‘unnecessary’ as termed 
by McCaig but core to the 
broader development and 
well being of our young 
people.

Let us continue to be a 
community that cares for our 
young people. Please carry 
on supporting H2O and the 
other voluntary and statutory 
organisations that work to 
meet the needs of our young 
people.
Roy Clunie, chairman, 
H2O.

Help Oban 
pedestrians
Sir,

pedestrians to cross George 
Street in Oban?

This is the main thoroughfare 
which carries the majority of 
the town’s shops as well as 
the esplanade fronting Oban 
Bay. It is also the A85, which 
carries up to 21,500 vehicles 
a day in August. Spread
over a 10-hour period, 
that is roughly one vehicle 

every two seconds. For a 
town that thinks of itself as 
a tourist destination, it is 
pretty unfriendly for those 
on foot. From the junction 
of George Street and 
Breadalbane through to the 
south side of Argyll square - 
a distance of 800m - there are 
only three crossings where 

If you are on one side 

of perspective, you are faced 
with a walk of as much as 
250m to a crossing point, 
or you take the chance of 
dodging cars and trucks - 
hardly a way of enhancing 
the feeling of relaxation a 
holiday destination should 
provide.

Whatever the long-term 

via a bypass, more could, 
and should, be done now 
to enhance the experience 
of visitors and residents.
There should be at least 
two more pedestrian road 
crossings.  The town should 
be given back to people 
on foot. It should become 
more attractive to those who 
aren’t just riding through.
There should be a sense of 

safety and enjoyment, not 

people count more than 
vehicles, don’t they?
Professor Ian Reid, Oban.

A greater loss
Sir,
I refer to your correspondent’s 
comments regarding the 
compassionate release of 
a Libyan national by the 
Scottish Government, and 
its impact on US nationals 
visiting Scotland.

If the USA is a friend to 

it in their hearts to respect 
the compassionate reasoning 
behind the release of this 
man, by the government 
of a small but proud nation 
with limited impact on geo-

If some US citizens 
chose not to visit Scotland 
because they cannot 
accept the decision of our 
democra t ica l ly -e lec ted 

on the long-established 
law of our land, then that 
is undoubtly a loss to us. 
However, in my view, by 
far the greater loss lies with 
those who choose to stay 
away.

Sir,
On behalf of the crew and 
fundraisers of Mallaig 
Lifeboat, we would like 
to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who made our 
recent Gala Day such a 
resounding success. 

Special thanks go to 
the businesses, hotels, 
restaurants, shops, 

who donated so generously, 
to everyone who helped out 
beforehand, on the day and in 
the evening, the Coastguard 
lads and helpers for manning 

the barbecue, the ladies who 
ran the refreshments stall, 
all those who donated home 
baking, the stall holders, 
Charles Kennedy and his 
family for attending and 
opening the gala and to 
Stormy Stan. Also thank you 
to Wonderland for such a 
good night. 

An incredible £5,000 was 
raised for the Lifeboat. 
Thank you once again to 
everyone involved.
Julie Williams, Secretary,  
Mallaig Lifeboat Fund-
raisers.

Mallaig Lifeboat Gala thanks

Sir, 
The recent story about gold mining near Tyndrum put me in 
mind of an earlier miner at the lead mines.

I am interested to know whether anyone is aware of any 
descendants of Archie Campbell who was born at Ewich 
and was a lead miner at Clifton from 1841 when he would 
have been aged 43, and worked there until at least 1851.  He 
had married Catherine McGibbon in 1825 and they had four 
sons: Robert 1834, James 1835, Archie 1837 and Donald
1846, these being baptismal dates. There were also four 
daughters, Anne, Catherine, Annabella and Mary.

Archie would have been a fourth cousin of my great-great 
grandfather, another Archie, who died the year Archie the 
miner was married. I have the family history back from 
Archie’s children but not their descent. I would be very 
grateful for any information.
Diarmid Campbell, Kilchoan Farmhouse, Kilmelford.

Tyndrum lead miner

Prompt response welcomed
THE ANNOUNCEMENT by Chief Superintendent John 

Oban will obviously reassure members of the public – you 
do not need to be Einstein to work out that more police 

 The news will also come as a relief to those who 
considered resources at Oban Police Station to be stretched 
to the point that an appropriate service was not possible. It 

the backing of an extra colleague for every shift.
In The Oban Times on September 10, Oban’s former chief 

inspector Fred Hall said that policing levels had declined 
in recent years, and the chairman of Strathclyde Police 

rural areas were seriously understaffed and overstretched.
Not only were they concerned about public safety, they 

in question.
It should be noted that Chief Supt John Thomson has always 

denied that Oban and Lorn is understaffed, and he should be 
given credit for responding to the public perception of ‘not 

Remember, he is doing this against a backdrop of a fall in 
crimes and a rise in detection rates.

community policing sergeant post, which suggests the much 
publicised talk of an improved community policing model 
is taking shape.

After what was regarded by some – including former 
chief inspector Fred Hall – as a repackaging of the existing 
community policing team in Oban, Lorn and the Isles, this 
is clear evidence of Argyll’s senior police management 
listening to, and acting upon, the concerns voiced by the 
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Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES
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Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination
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Sponsored by
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

MyIsland
Islay

Bertie Brown is a proud Ileach and has lived 
on the island all his life. As chairman of the Port 
Ellen Harbour Association he was instrumental 

in the village’s pontoon development, and his job 
at the Diageo-owned Port Ellen Maltings allows 
him to sit on the Promoting Local Communities 

group, which distributes Diageo grants to 
deserving island charities. This week Bertie tells 

The Oban Times about his island.

Looking across the harbour to the village of Bowmore. t38islay02Bertie Brown is a proud Ileach.

What makes the island 
special for you?

It is my home, I was 
brought up here and the 
people on Islay are good 
at looking out for one 
another in times of need. I 
can indulge in my hobbies 
of boating and diving to 
my heart’s content.
Does it have an 
interesting history?

Yes, it was the seat of 
the Lords of the Isles, 
who had their headquar-
ters at Finlaggan. Where 
I lived as a child, our 
house over looked the 
fort of Dun-Naomhaig, 
once a stronghold of 
the MacDonalds. Islay 
also has the claim of 
being one of the first 
stepping stones in bring-
ing Gaelic from Ireland.
How important is it to 
Argyll/ Hebrides?

Mainly because of its 
d i s t i l l e r i e s , I s l ay  i s 
a big tourist attraction. 
Many of the tourists have
hopscotch tickets for the 
ferries, and travel on-
to Oban and the other 
islands. Also, we have a 
marina at Port Ellen for 
visiting yachts as a stop-
over for travel from the 
south and Ireland, before 
heading further north.
How would you describe 
the island to someone 
who has not been be-
fore?

Islay is not called the 
Queen of the Hebrides for 
nothing. No two parts of 
the island are the same, 
scenery wise. My own 

side of the island is lush 
er with trees and has little 
hidden bays and islets. 
The northwest side of the 
island is starker, but still 
very beautiful. There is 
plenty for the visitor to do 

reserve, museums, arts 
and crafts, a woollen mill
and horse riding, to name 
a few of the attractions.
Were you born on the 
island?

Yes. My grandparents 
owned the Machrie Hotel 
and golf course, near Port 
Ellen. My parents ran the 
farm and worked in the 
hotel. My sister and I were 
both born on the island. At 
the age of four I moved to 
Ardbeg when the Machrie 
was sold and then later to 
Lagavulin where I lived 
until I got married. I went 
to Ardbeg school, all the 
children from Lagavu-
lin walked up the road. 
When Ardbeg closed we 
were bussed to Port El-

education at Islay High. 
I now live at Laphroaig 
and work at the malt-
ings.
Do you have a favourite 
place or building on 
Islay?

Cruising around the is-
lands off Kildalton and 
Ardmore and Chuirn Is-
land.
Do you have a favourite 
time of year on Islay?

Holidays from work. I 
can do as I please, hope-
fully.

What do visitors like 
about the island?

The peace and the laid 
back attitude of the people. 
Also, the fact that drivers 
on Islay give you a wave or 
acknowledgement, even 
though they don’t know 
you. As the saying goes, 
‘Smile, your on Islay’.
Is there anyone famous 
from the island?

P r o f e s s o r 
Sir Alistair Currie, Pro-
fessor of Pathology at 
Edinburgh University, 
died 1993, and Professor
Sir William Stewart, Pro-
fessor of Biology at Dun-
dee University. Also Lord 
George Robertson of Port 
Ellen, past NATO sec-
retary. All came from 

Port Ellen, and were edu-
cated at the local school. 
Both John Smith, late La-
bour leader, and Brian 
Wilson, had parents living 
on Islay.
What are the challeng-
es facing the island, or 
could it be improved?

Like all the other is-
lands, freight charges 
push up the cost of living
and fuel. Maybe the road
equivalent tariff could 
improve mat te r s ,  o r 
the government could 
bring in a local fuel tariff. 
Petrol at the moment is 
£1.21.5 a litre.

T h e r e n e e d s  t o  b e 
more industry on the is-
land to create apprentice-
ships for school leavers.

The village of Portnahaven. t38islay05

The Church of 
Scotland near
Bruichladdich.

t38islay04

Drama on Lochaber lochs
A CRUISE on the Caledonian Canal 
turned into a nightmare for an Essex 
family.

Dennis Preston, his wife and two sons 
were travelling along Loch Lochy when 

As they were cruising, a dinghy 
attached to the vessel came adrift. In the 
process of retrieving it, a wave washed 
the bow rope overboard and it wrapped 
around the propeller.

seen by passing policemen, Sergeant 
John Macgregor and Constable Jim 
Sinclair. They attended the scene with 
Suffolk man, Michael Watson who was 
cruising on the loch.

Mr Watson gave the distressed vessel 
a tow back to the shore. Both boats were 
slightly damaged. Police were also 
alerted when a surfboarder experienced 

Andrew Milligan from Hull managed 
to make it back to the shore before 
police arrived.
Dentists run for cash
TWO OBAN dentists have raised more 
than £1,200 by successfully completing 

a sponsored triathalon. The money raised 
by Hamish Issac and Colin Crawford 
will go to the West Highland Friends 
of Arms to help provide hyperbaric 
oxygen treatments for multiple sclerosis 
in Oban.

Mr Crawford’s wife, Liz, suffers 
from the disease and he and his partner 
trained hard for their fundraising effort. 
The triathlon involved swimming 1500 
metres, cycling 40 miles and running 

rd out of 

52 minutes; Mr Crawford was 54th  in 
three hours and three minutes. The two 
enjoyed the event so much that they 
have now entered for another triathlon, 
in Aberfeldy in October, just for fun. 
They are grateful for the help they 
received, including training help from 
Oban Otters. 
Isles air link fears
THERE WAS growing concern among 
islanders this week as the Civil Aviation 
Authority advertised the sale of seven 

the market were Islay and Tiree. 
On Islay, there are fears the sale 

could jeopardise the air link with the 

mainland; in addition to worries about 
the future of their air service, Tiree 
crofters are concerned that they may 
lose more than 1,000 acres of winter 
grazing.

Neither of Islay’s district councillors 
view the prospect of a privately-run 

‘The government is writing conditions 
into the sale,’ said Donald McKerrell 
(Kilchoman Kildalton), ‘but what 
guarantee can be given that they will 
be kept? 

‘The air ambulance service is crucial 
to the peace of mind of the people living 
here. Whatever the cost, the airport 
must be kept open and maintained at its 
present standard so that the Islay people 
are assured that this vital social service 
will continue.’ 

Mr Archie Fletcher (Kilarrow, Jura 
and Colonsay) was pessimistic about 
the future of the airport under private 
enterprise.

 He said: ‘What hope have we of the 
present service being kept up? It can 
hardly be economical for a private 

government subsidies.’

the work of Dalmally charity 
Mary’s Meals in Liberia will 
be broadcast on BBC Alba next 
Monday night. 

The documentary, which 
is part of the Trusadh series, 
starts its journey in Dalmally 
and is presented by Catriona 
MacKinnon, a journalist from 
Oban, who travelled to Liberia to 

The programme begins at 
Dalmally Primary School, where 

their old backpacks with gifts 
such as notebooks, pencils and 
toothbrushes, ready to send by 
container ship to their fellow 

students overseas.
Ms McKinnon, who was visiting 

highlight of her visit was helping 
to deliver backpacks donated by 
Scottish children to their new 
owners: ‘We drove for miles 
and miles through thick bush on 
precarious roads and bridges,’ 
she said. ‘I will never forget the 
look on the children’s faces as 
they received backpacks from 
children their own ages back in 
Scotland.’

to go behind the scenes at Mary’s 
Meals projects in Liberia. The 
programme starts at 9pm.

work of Dalmally charity
Views taken on board
THE SCHEME for communi-
ty council’s adopted by Argyll 
and Bute Council has been 
welcomed by the umbrella 
association – after the council 
took its views on board.

Despite the Association 
of Scottish Community 
Councils (ASCC) expressing 
concerns over the content of 
the initial recommendation 
by the council it has now 
conceded that the scheme is 
a good one. 

Nic Welsh spokesman for 
ASCC, said: ‘While we 
would have liked to see 
the council adopt unaltered 
the model scheme for 
community councils as 
recommended by ourselves, 

the Scottish government and 
CoSLA, we acknowledge 
that our concerns have been 
addressed and we are broadly 

adopted by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

‘We note that Argyll and 
Bute Council is holding 
elections for community 
councils in October and we 
would encourage people to 
become involved.

‘The closing date for 
nominations to stand 
for election is Thursday 
September 24, so we would 

more and take the opportunity 
to make a difference in their 
community.’

TOILETS, seats and passenger 
information on Scotrail’s Oban to 
Glasgow trains were found to be 
below the benchmark in the latest 
annual performance review.

The government’s transport agency, 
Transport Scotland, monitors the 
train operator’s performance under 
the Service Quality Incentive 
Regime (SQUIRE).

Cleanliness

and trains on the west Highland line 
performed below the benchmark in 
train toilets, train seats and passenger 
information displays but above or at 
the benchmark on train cleanliness, 
heating and ventilation.

Across the rail network the 

past 12 months show that areas 

with consistent high performance 

station staff, train cleanliness, ticket 
collection at key stations, train 
staff and customer care and ticket 
inspection on trains. 

However, areas where there is 
room for improvement include 
station seats, lights and shelters, 
destination boards and passenger 
information systems, train seats, 
racks and other passenger facilities. 

Overall results for station 
timetables and information, litter 
and contamination, public address, 
train toilets and train lighting 
remain below the benchmarks. 

This was also found to be the case 
on the west Highland line linking 
Oban to Glasgow.

ScotRail receives bonuses for 

above benchmark performance 
and penalties for areas that fall 
below benchmark. Penalties for the 
12 months to June 2009 totalled 
£938,959, compared with penalties 
of £363,216 for the 12 months to 
June 21 last year. 

Rigorous
Steve Montgomery, managing 

director of ScotRail, said: ‘The 
review is one of the toughest in the 
UK and has expanded with an ever 
more rigorous application of the 
standards required. 

‘We believe we continue to meet 
customers’ needs and expectations 
while rising to the regime’s 
challenges. There is still work to be 
done and our focus on standards and 
investment in stations, trains and 
developing our staff will continue.’ 

Highland line train toilets below standard
E

1
N

2
O

3
M

4
T

5
U

6

O
7

XFORDO
8

RIENT

PSYGRL

G
9

ORYS
10

HUTAWAY

RSLMC

S
11

TIF
12

FENL
13

IVEN

AYC
14

S

Y
15

O
16

BBOR
17

EPULS
18

E

EUP
19

LE

F
20

ULLTIMEP
21

EER

VOXSEM

T
22

RIUNET
23

USSLE

ESLATY

Across
7 Dictionary

town? (6)
8 Familiarize

oneself in the 
East? (6)

9 Bloody (4)
10 Remove from the 

rest (4,4)
11 Starch (7)
13 Energize (5)
15 One with a 

reputation for 
being loud (5)

17 Drive back (7)
20 Work hours (4-

4)
21 One's equal (4)
22 Threesome (6)
23 Grapple (6)

Down
1 Type of duty (6)
2 One interested in 

another's
business (4)

3 Expedition (7)
4 Lump of hard 

snow (5)
5 Coffee dessert 

(8)
6 Loosen but don't 

trip! (6)
12 Astonishing (8)
14 Keyboard

instrument (7)
16 Body of work (6)
18 Suitable (6)
19 Dot on a screen 

(5)
21 Annoyance (4)

ISLAY PHARMACY
NHS and Private Prescriptions despensed and 
stocklists full range of Pharmacy medicines

Opening Hours Mon - Fri 9am - 6pm
Half day Tues and 

Sat 9am-1pm Sun Closed

Islay Pharmacy, Main Street, 
Bowmore, Isle of Islay

01496 301591

T H E 
L O C H S I D E 

H O T E L
The Lochside Hotel

& Duffies Bar
Shore Street, Bowmore

Amazing views of Lochindaal 
Food served all day.

Live Music at Weekends.
Enjoy a dram from our large 

selection of Islay Malts.

Tel: 01496 810244

14 Charlotte Street, Port Ellen, 
Isle of Islay PA42 7DF

Tel: 01496 302080/300114 
Mob: 07768250751 Fax 01496 300114

Tipper, Plant and Skip Hire
Suppliers of Sand,
Gravel & Readymix

All types of drainage and
Concrete works undertaken
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 1 October

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Mon/Thurs/Sat > Scottish Shows

Skipinnish Ceilidh House

8pm - 10pm 

Most Thursdays >  Karaoke

The Woody

Every Saturday > “Mixed” -  Club Night

Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJs Mark & Stuart

(after Scottish Show)

Every Weekend>  Live Music 9pm till 12

O’Donnell’s

Thursday 24 September >  Karaoke

The Woody

Friday 25 September >  Autoban

The Woody

Saturday 26 September >  Tragic O’Hara

O’Donnell’s and Colin hunter

Saturday 10 October >  Chunks

O’Donnell’s

Tuesday 13 October > Skerryvore

Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Wed 14 & Thurs 15 October > Vatersay Boys

Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Friday 16 October > Skerryvore 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House and Skipinnish

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfield Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Friday 1 October > 25th Anniversary Celebration

FW Celtic Supporters Club BA Social Club 8pm

Thursday 8 October > Local Producers Market

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

CINEMA LISTINGS

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk

FAME
CERT PG

A reinvention of the original Oscar-winning 
hit film, ‘Fame’ follows a talented group of 
dancers, singers, actors, and artists over four 
years at the New York City High School of 
Performing Arts, a diverse, creative powerhouse 
where students from all walks of life are given 
a chance to live out their dreams and achieve 
real and lasting fame…the kind that comes only 
from talent, dedication and hard work. In an 
incredibly competitive atmosphere, plagued by 
self-doubt, each student’s passion will be put to 
the test.

MOON
CERT 15

On the final stretch of a three-year contract 
mining energy from the moon for an ailing Earth, 
isolated astronaut Sam Bell (Sam Rockwell) 
wakes up in his lunar base after a freak accident 
— and suddenly discovers that he’s not alone... 
A  fresh blast of old-school sci-fi, bursting with 
ideas and a stellar turn from Rockwell. Moon 
asks proper big, stimulating questions about what 
it means to be human, without being cold, aloof, 
poncy or even remotely boring. It also looks, 
in its own  way, fantastic. If you like brainfood 
served with your eye candy, take the trip. 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE
OF MEATBALLS

CERT U
A scientist has spent his entire life creating 

inventions that did not work, or were not wanted. 
Finally, while trying to solve world hunger, he 
develops a method to directly convert water into 
food, and releases the effects on the world , only 
to see things go awry as food falls from the sky 
in abundance. Based on the children’s book by 
Judi and Ron Barrett, the film has an incredible  
sense of unpredictability, coupled with some 
breathlessly paced and visually stunning action 
scenes, making this the animated success of 
2009… at least until ‘Up’ opens next month. 

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Opportunities can arise but you cannot expect to set the agenda 

to block you. Be conscious of the impression that you create and 
cultivate Aries. Call me for more astral advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Following your muse needs to be balanced with workaday 

to go for it. Call your prediction line for more news…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

things can speed up now. Call for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

response. Call your special prediction line for more…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

can feel that you have turned a corner. People can also seem more 

can be both supportive and fun. Booking a weekend away with a 

are at its core! Call now for more astral advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

very much about taking life by the scruff of the neck and really going 

self-doubts may have surfaced this is your chance to wrestle back 
control. Call now for your in-depth forecast…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
Folk often love a bit of gossip and someone can be keen to ferret 

training course. Call your prediction line for more advice…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

and drive can see you make progress in a way which has proved 

getting involved. Call me now for more…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

making progress around would give you the greatest satisfaction. 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

and unfair expectations (from your point of view) which have seemed 

now. Call for your love scope in full…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

RODGER Dean, right, as Johnny Cash welcomes Oban Times prize
 winners Norrie and Jean Morrison to his performance at the Corran 
Halls. The Oban couple met at a Cash concert in 1973 in Glasgow and 

have been together since. 16_t39cash01

Cash win memories for Oban couple
PHIL Cunningham and 
Aly Bain were in Oban 
at the Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House as part of their 
transatlantic tour.

The stalwarts of the 
traditional music scene 
performed a sell-out 
concert to 250 people at 
the Oban Bay Venue.

Phil and Aly pictured before their Oban show at 
Skipinnish. 16_t39bain02

Phil and Aly attract
sell-out crowd

ARGYLL Beats Cardiovascular Disease, ABCD, had 
a good number of walkers taking part on its annual 
sponsored walk.

The event, attended by more than 40 walkers, saw 
people of all ages, including babies in prams, attempt 
to walk the six miles around the Gallanach peninsula 
or to do a ‘golden mile’.

At the end of the stroll, participants were given 
tea, juice and cakes to nurse sore legs back to health 
before being offered free blood pressure checks.

Walkers at the start of the sponsored walk to 
raise cash for ABCD. 16_t39abcd01

Sponsored walk is 
as easy as ABCD

A FIRST look at the 
paintings in Oban’s 
Kranenburg Art Gallery 
this month enrapture the 
viewer into believing that 
the artist is a traditional 
one.

But taking a longer 
view of the many 
paintings in the current 
show, the viewer will 
see expressionism, 
modernism and possibly 
an eclectic form of brush 
stroke that is reminiscent 

the same time.
Gillian Goodheir is 

no slave to the genre. 
In fact she says that her 
work is what she feels, 

or sees, or embodies 
within her surroundings. 
‘Everywhere I look, 
around every corner is a 
different light or texture 
that I feel I would like 
to paint. I was on Iona at 
the weekend and there is 
a light there that I doubt 

anywhere else.’
Encouraged

She added: ‘When I 

for a living it was simply 
because Jean Blanford 
at the Kilmartin Hotel 
needed paintings for her 
dining room. She really 
encouraged me.

‘I paint Scottish 

pictures – each one is 
different. Painting is like 
handwriting, John Lowrie 
Morrison, Howieson 
and Vittriano, we all use 
different marks on the 
board in our own ways. 
And you can tell much 
about a person from their 
painting. I feel there is no 
need to explain too much 
when I am painting.’

Gillian’s exhibition, 
Jumble Sale, will be at 
the Kranenburg Gallery 
on Stevenson Street until 
October 10, Monday 
to Saturday 9.30am 
– 5.30pm. For further 
details phone 01631 
562303.

Red, White and Green: part of the Jumble Sale 
exhibition running at the Kranenburg Gallery. 

Gillian Goodheir’s 
exhibition Jumble Sale 
runs until October 10. 

Gillian lets her paintings 
express her feelings

A LARGE gathering of 
past pupils from Oban 
High School, who are 
all in their 50th year, 
were reunited again 
last Saturday to share 
memories of their school 
years at the Royal Hotel, 
Oban.

The class of ’71 
enjoyed a buffet, music 
from the era and two 
celebration cakes.

Oban class of ‘71 reunited

Some of the former Oban High pupils.

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

needs exercise as a bit boisterous. OK with 
children and other dogs.

Contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

FORT WILLIAM CELTIC
SUPPORTERS CLUB

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
CHARLIE & THE BHOYS

FRIDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2009
BA SOCIAL CLUB

8.00PM – 1.00AM

SPECIAL GUEST
BERTIE AULD with the 

EUROPEAN CUP

TICKETS £12  (MEMBERS £10)
Club Mobile 07986 458754 

or 01397 773006
Over 18’s Only

‘LET THE PEOPLE SING’

Cinema The Highland Theatre

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert PG 100 min
DAILY 4.15, 6.30, 8.45
SAT/SUN MATINEE 2.00

Cert U 89 min
DAILY 5.00, 7.00 
SAT MAT1:00, 3.00 SUN MAT 3.00

Cert 15 97 min 
DAILY 9.00

FROM FRIDAY 2ND OCTOBER
DORIAN GRAY - 15

From Friday 25th September For 7 days

FAME
MOON
CLOUDY 
WITH A CHANCE OF
MEATBALLS

Halloween Themed Buffet from 6.30pm – 9.30pm
Children Welcome!    Bucking Broomstick!    Fun & Games

Ceilidh Band from 7pm – 9pm and disco with 
top DJ to be announced from 9pm till 12.30pm

Prizes for the best dressed!
FREE ENTRY!

Don’t miss out on what will be the best 
Halloween party in the West!
Get your scary face on!

Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Monthly Club Night

Thursday 1st October 2009
8pm

audience welcome

Admission £3
Come along and enjoy the music

Oban Shopmobility

Car
Boot Sale

Sunday 27th 
September

Co-Op Car Park
10- 2pm

AJTC THEATRE 
COMPANY

Theatre performance
‘On The Black Hill’

at Victory Hall, Benderloch 

on Saturday, September 26th
at 7.30pm

Tickets £8      Bookings: 
Telephone 01631 720498

North Argyll Stroke 
Support Association

Are holding a 
COFFEE AFTERNOON

From 1.30 –3pm
Dunmar Court Lounge

With Home Baking
Also Have your Blood Pressure

Checked for free

Eilean Eisdeal present 
The World Stone Skimming Championships,

Easdale Island
Sunday 27th Sept. from 11am

Pre skim dance Saturday 26th Sept.
Featuring William Douglas & The Wheel

Bar/doors open 7.30pm
£6/£5 kids free

late return ferry at midnight
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PROUD TO SUPPORT THE MOD
MOITEIL TAIC A CHUR RIS A’ MHÒD

Be part of the Royal National Mod 
with Caledonian MacBrayne

Thigibh chun a’ Mhòid Nàiseanta Rìoghail còmhla 
ri Caledonian Mac a’ Bhriuthainn

A grand Gaelic concert was held in the evening under the 
auspices of the Association.  Lord Archibald Campbell 
again presided, and the proceedings were graced by the 
presence of HRH Princess Louise and the Marquis of 
Lorne, Lady Archibald Campbell, and a large gathering of 
the county gentry.  The concert was a complete success – 

to Miss Jessie N MacLachlan, the popular Gaelic vocalist 

solo singing, also appeared to advantage, and was awarded 
a well-deserved encore.  The proceedings were opened 
with a selection from the Inveraray Pipe Band, who were 

then gave ‘Gun chrodh gun Aighean’, and in response 
to an encore gave the Gaelic version of’ The Cameron 
Men’.  ‘Càit an caidil an Ribhinn’ was then sung by Mr 
Clements’ choir.  Miss MacKechnie following with ‘an 

was followed by the St Columba and Ballachulish choirs, 

having given a song, with harp accompaniment, the St 

The Mac-Kintosh’s Lament’, with humming chorus, and 

second portion of the programme had to be considerably 

by the St Columba and the Ballachulish choirs, the latter 
pleasing a section of the audience so well as to receive an 
encore that would admit of no denial.  Miss MacLachlan 
sang ‘ Air fal al-al o’, and being recalled gave ‘ Bonnie 
Prince Charlie’. 
At the completion of the programme, Lord Archibald 
Campbell thanked all present for their attendance, and 
invited them to meet with him next year, and so establish 

Votes of thanks were heartily accorded to the choirs and the 
soloists, and the proceedings were closed by the company 
singing the National Anthem.
Lord Archibald afterwards entertained a large company 
to supper in the Alexandra Hotel, where addresses were 
delivered by the Marquis of Lorne, Lord Archibald 

the course of the proceedings the healths of the Princess 
Louise, the Marquis of Lorne, and Lord Archibald 
Campbell were drunk with Highland honours, and with 
much enthusiasm.
The company separated shortly after midnight.

gathering was very successful, the musical and 
other competitions being keen and interesting, and 
the large audience thoroughly appreciative.  The 
Association, it may be remarked, was formed in 
the spring of last year to promote the cultivation of 
Gaelic literature and music and home industries in 

annual gathering somewhat after the fashion of the 
Welsh Eisteddfod, and the gathering on Wednesday 

the autumn of 1890 to confer as to the feasibility of 
giving effect to their aspirations, the association has 
in these two years met with a success which must 
be regarded as phenomenal.  The movement is a 

to any particular locality, with the result that its 

whilst the competitions were taken part in by 
people living at great distances from the Western 
capital.  Wisely guided, the Comunn ought to prove 
an immense advantage to the Highlands.  Besides 
fostering the ancient tongue and our beautiful native 
music, it also touches the more practical side of life 
in seeking to promote the cultivation of Highland 

competition for native articles of manufacture, but 
next year a beginning in this direction is, we believe, 

was completely successful, proving that interest in 
Celtic matters is not yet dead, and casting confusion 
on those who not so long ago loudly prophesied the 
demise of the Gaelic and the merging of the Celt in 
the Saxon.

The proceedings took place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, and commenced shortly after elev-

Campbell the deservedly  popular president.
They were assembled for the upkeep of all that 

-

not be the last gathering of the kind to which they 

services, and he was glad to be able to say that the 

ode, which had been composed by Mr John Camp-
bell, the bard of Ledaig, for the occasion:-

Na cànain tha lasadh ‘nar cridhe gach uair;
Ge be àite ‘san tàmh sinn air uachdar an fhuinn,
Gràdh d’ar càuain ‘s d’ar dùchaich cha chaill sinn a
chaoidh.
Cia cho sgapta ‘s am bi sinn measg dhùthaichean céin,
Tha smuaaintean ar cridhe mar ghathan na gréin,

               AN COMUNN GAIDHEALACH
                                      MOD AT OBAN

GRAND GAELIC CONCERT CELEBRATES MOD AT OBAN
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LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF THE FINEST RESTAURANTS & TAKEAWAYS IN OBAN, OFFERING 
HIGH QUALITY CUISINE & VALUE FOR MONEY DURING THE NATIONAL MOD IN OBAN

The Oyster Inn and 
Ferryman’s of Connel
All day food served from 12pm

Try our new Bar and Restaurant Menu
Or just enjoy a relaxing dram at the bar.

01631 710666
01631 562505

The Wide Mouthed Frog
Dunstaffnage Marina

Dunbeg, By Oban
Barbeque and Seafood/Buffet 

Served from 6.30pm till 9.30pm on 
Saturday Evenings
01631 567005

Markie Dans
Across the road from The Corran Halls
Good Pub Grub Served from 12pm 

– 9pm 7 Days
Children welcome till 8pm

Patio Beer Garden with seaviews
01631 564448

OBAN
Hogmanay2009OOOOO

homecoming 2009 - the final fling

Oban based Pipe Band  •  Argyll Gaelic Choir 

The Jack Daniels Experience

Come and enjoy the magical carnival atmosphere of the 

Oban Hogmanay Street Party
31st December 2009 • Tesco Carpark

Spectacular Fireworks Display • Fairground 
Funfair • Delicious Food Arena

Fully licensed - no carry outs  •  Gates Open 8.45pm

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
 Adult - £12.50 • Children - £6 • Children under 5 - Free

Available from Corran Hall Box Office, Oban

Visit Scotland, Oban

or book online at www.obanhogmanay.co.uk

Donnie Munro (ex Runrig)

with 6 piece band

Skerryvore

WHAT’S ON GUIDE
OBAN MOD 2009
Friday 9th October > Crooked Reel (Best of Irish Craic)

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 

Saturday 10th October > Homecoming Party’ with Live Music

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 Starts 9.30pm

Sunday 11th October > Quiz Night with Quizmaster Louis Barrow

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 Starts 9.30pm

Mon 12th - Fri 16th October > Live Music every Night with Alistair Whyte

Markie Dans - 01631 564448 (Traditional Scottish) Starts 9.30pm

Tue 13th - Fri 16th October > Sileas Sinclair

Cuan Mor Restaurant and Bar - 01631 565078

Wednesday 14th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Wed 14th - Fri 16th October > Scottish Singers

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 to be announced

Thursday 15th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Friday 16th October > Iain Angus Macleod

The Kelvin Hotel - 01631 562150 and Donald Macrae (Live Band)

Saturday 17th October > Morris Duncan and Co

Wide Mouth Frog, Dunstaffnage Marina Ceilidh Band, 6.30 – 9.30pm

Saturday 17th October > Ceilidh Night

Wide Mouth Frog, Dunstaffnage Marina 9.30pm till 12.30

Every Night  > Live Music

Cuan Mor Restaurant and Bar - 01631 565078 Throughout The Mod

THERE are few festivals 
that can rival the 
camaraderie and carnival 
atmosphere that the Royal 
National Mod brings to a 
town every October.

This year Scotland’s 
premier festival of Gael-
ic language is coming to 
Oban and if don’t know 
what the Royal National 
Mod is all about, you 
soon will!

In short, the Mod is a 
competition-based fes-
tival that celebrates the 
Gaelic language and 
culture through music, 
dance, drama, arts and 
literature.

From October 9 Mod-
goers will bring with 
them a unique blend of 
fun, excitement and com-
petition.

Mod convenor Robin 
Banks explained: ‘The 
Royal National Mod 

in 1892, and since then 
has grown to become the 
second biggest festival in 
Scotland.

‘As well as the Gaels 
who attend regularly, the 
Mod also attracts visitors 
and competitors from 
throughout the UK, Ire-

TUCKED away on 
Oban’s North Pier is one 
of the most important 
cogs in the fundraising 
machine for this year’s 
Royal National Mod in 
Oban.

The ‘white build-
ing’ now plays host to 
a Highland Clearances 
exhibition but has, for 
the past two-and-a-half 
years, been home to the 
Mod Shop, which as 

£35,000 – all of which 
has gone into an attempt 
to make Mod 2009 one 
of the best yet.

The shop was en-
tirely run by volun-
teers and has sold all 

sorts of donated items.
It closed on August 29 
but the Mod memo-
rabilia adorning its 
shelves since July will 
continue to be sold until 
the end of Mod week.
Memorabilia for sale 
includes: umbrellas, 
mugs, teddy bears, pens, 
key rings, badges, water 
bottles, t-shirts, high-
lighters, balloons and 
even children’s bubbles. 
 Margaret McLellan, 
Mod fundraising com-
mittee chairwoman said: 
‘The shop has traded re-
ally well and it has taken 
in the bulk of our funding.
 ‘This will be the third 
year we have gone round 

the agricultural shows 
and Highland games and 
we have held the usual 
summer ceilidhs but the 
shop has been a fantas-
tic source of revenue.
  ‘However, it wouldn’t 
run without those who 
donated items and 
bought things and the 
fantastic list of volun-
teers we have; they nev-
er let us down.’

The Highland Clear-
ances Exhibition on the 
North Pier, Oban is open 
from 10.30pm to 3.30pm 
Monday to Saturday un-
til October 17 and will 
host a talk on the clear-
ances by Dr James Hunt-
er during Mod week.

Mod convenor Robin Banks

Fundraisers aim to make 
Oban 2009 the best Mod ever 

land, Australia, Canada 
and the USA. 

‘But there’s more to the 
Mod than competition; 
it offers an opportunity 
for Gaels and non-Gaels 
to gather and renew old 
friendships – or forge 
new ones. The pubs and 
hotels of the host town 

live traditional music 
well into the early hours 
of the morning – and 
Oban 2009 will be no 
different.’

Oban’s standing as the 
birthplace of the Mod is 
something Mr Banks is 
proud of.

He said: ‘There is no 
doubt that the Mod’s real 
home is in Oban I expect 
the town to host another 
memorable event.

‘I just hope the weather 
is good; that’s the only 
thing we can’t organise 
and people tend to enjoy 
themselves more when it 
is sunny.

‘Whatever the weather, 
Oban, as a town, will 

Mod.’
But will the ‘home’ ad-

vantage of an Oban Mod 
help Argyll competitors?

Mod 2009 fundraising committee chairwoman Margaret McLellan and 
treasurer Morag Smith with some of the memorabilia on sale 07_t39mem01

with live traditional music well into the early hours of 
the morning – and Oban 2009 will be no different.’

Oban looks forward to carnival atmosphere
‘It certainly helps them 

‘The choirs enjoy going 
away and experiencing 
other towns, so I don’t 
know if it will make a 
difference.

‘You never know, 
maybe they will get an 
extra buzz from knowing 
they are representing the 
town.’

There is an increase 
in the number of junior 
competitors at this year’s 
Mod, a trend attributed to 
the emergence of Gaelic 
Medium Units (GMUs) 
in primary schools.

However, the quality 
of the adult competitions 
has reached a high stand-
ard, not least the premier 
choral competition, the 
Lovat and Tullibardine, 
which has been men-
tioned in the same breath 
as Europe’s top choir 
competitions.

Mr Banks added: ‘We 
look forward to meeting 
our many friends whom 
we see every year and this 
being the Year of Home-
coming, we hope to see 
visitors from around the 
world, many of whose 
ancestors were from the 
Highlands of Scotland 
and were native Gaelic 
speakers.

‘We hope that the Mod 
week will be as memo-
rable as usual and that 
visitors enjoy all the 
competitions, concerts 
and informal gatherings 
which take place.’

FLY THE HIGHLANDS!

Book online: www.highlandairways.co.uk or call 0845 450 2245

Get Connected

Inverness

Oban

Stornoway

Benbecula

Coll

Colonsay

Tiree

Private Charter - Easy to arrange • Highly convenient • Time saving • Cost effective

Or charter the entire plane to any destination • you choose

Cuan Mor
George Street, Oban

Oban’s only contemporary Scottish 
restaurant, situated in the centre 
of town. We serve a wide range of 

and seafood along with local ales 

01631 565078

EATING 
OUT GUIDE
Oban MOD 

2009
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CINEMA
Highland Theatre, Oban

Available for private hire.

Tel: 01631 562444
or visit www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk

2

2

3

4

113/115 George 
Street, Oban

01631 562395

7 Albany Street, 
Oban

01631 566289
The place for unusual 
and unique gifts, dress 

making and quilting, 
repairs and alterations.

Mairmeg’s  

Creations

6 7

8Visit
Oban 
Distillery
while at 
the Mod

Sample our wide range of 
malts and whiskies

Stafford Street, Oban

01631 572004

9 11 12 13

6

10Looking for 
unusual gifts?
Pop in and see our extensive 

range of silver and hand 

made jewellery, gorgeous 

bags and much more

Bolliwood
Albany Street

Open 9am till 6.30 pm 

during the Mod

12

13

5

43 Stevenson St, 
Oban, PA34 5NA
Tel: 01631 570966

THE
FLOWER
HOUSE

14The Wool 
& Needlecraft 

Centre
13 Argyll Square

Oban
PA34 4AU

Tel: 01631 564469

14
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Beachd Ailein
Bha deagh Mhòd aca ann am Muile seachdain Dihaoine 
is Disathairne seo chaidh, agus meala-naidheachd gu 
dearbh air an sgioba deasachaidh agus air na farpaisich 
a rinn uimhir a dheasachadh mu choinneimh.

Cha robh mi fhìn air a bhith an sàs am britheamhachd 
mòran chun an uiridh ’s am bliadhna seo fhèin, agus 
feumaidh mi a ràdh gum bheil mi air mo mhisneachadh 
gu  mòr le ìre na Gàidhlig a tha mi a’ cluinntinn aig 
inbhich agus òigridh. Saoilidh mi gum bheil seo na 
dhearbhadh air an tuigse a th’ aig na farpaisich air na 
dùbhlain a tha romhpa ma tha iad dol a thoirt buaidh, 
agus tha iad ceart an sin gun teagamh. Tha mi cuideachd 
den bheachd gum bheil ìre na Gàidhlig agus ciùil a 
chualas an Tobar Mhoire bho chionn ceala-deug, agus 
a chluinnear aig Mòdan agus Fèisean anns gach àite, 
nan teisteanas air an spàirn is an dìcheall a tha luchd-
teagaisg Gàidhlig is ciùil a’ dèanamh fad na bliadhna air 
feadh na dùthcha.

Ge b’ e dè tha ’n dàn dhan Ghàidhlig as an t-saoghal 
romhainn feumaidh eachdraidh sealltainn na rinn uimhir 
a dhaoine gu saor-thoileach gus an cànan agus na sgilean 
ciùil ionnsachadh dha feadhainn eile. ’S cinnteach 
gun teagamh gum bheil iad a’ faotainn tlachd a bhith 
a’ faicinn ’s a’ cluinntinn an cuid oileanach air àrd-
ùrlair, ach tha e deatamach gum biodh sinne mar luchd-
èisteachd cuideachd a’ toirt taing dhaibh airson an cuid 
obrach. Cha bheag an dìleab a tha iad a’ toirt seachad!

An aon tàmailt dhomh fhìn ann an Tobar Mhoire 
feasgar Disathairne na bliadhna seo a-rithist ’s e bhith 
tadhal as an taigh-òsta ainmeil aig Bobby Macleòid nach 
maireann, agus ged a bha faclan Gàidhlig a’ cur fàilte 

romham.   Mar a thachair tha mise glè mheasail air ceòl 
dùthchail is eile ach air deir- sheachdain Mòd Ionadach 

thug Bobby fhèin dha cultar agus dualchas na Gàidhlig, 
nach biodh e snog nam biodh am Mishnish a’ toirt aithne 
is inbhe dhan chànan!
Tobermory hosted a very enjoyable local Mod last 
Friday and Saturday, a tribute to both the organisers 
and competitors alike. 

High standards of spoken Gaelic and music at Mull, 
and at Mòds and Fèisean across Scotland, is real 
evidence of the ongoing commitment and dedication 
of a substantial number of tutors who devote time and 
energy to pass on these language and music skills. This 
transfer of precious Gaelic cultural heritage deserves to 
be regularly acknowledged and applauded.    

One disappointment in Tobermory this year, again, was 
that while the Mishnish Hotel’s iconic Gaelic inscriptions 
greeted guests as always, there was no apparent attempt 
to add value to that welcome with a taste of the living 
language experience.  I would have thought that Bobby 
Macleod’s support to Gaelic culture merits some Gaelic 
music at the Mish, particularly during the Mull Mòd!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Dhùn Omhainn ann an 
2000, le beagan chlàraidhean 
tasglainn bho chuirmean nas 
sine.

Thuirt Tormod: ‘Thug 
mi sùil air an fhiolam o 
chionn ghoirid agus thug 
e buaidh mhòr orm. Bha 
na h-ìomhaighean dubha, 
gu h-àraidh na feadhainn a 
sheallas na trioblaidean agam 
le deoch làidir, fìor dhuilich 
a choimhead. Ach chan eil 
nàir’ idir orm. ‘S e am fìor 
mhiann agam gun cuidich am 
foillseachadh seo feadhainn 
eile a tha a’ fulang leis an aon 
tinneas agus gu dearbh, b’ e 
am miann ud a bhrosnaich 
mi gus The Leper’s Bell a 
sgrìobhadh agus a’ phrìomh 
pàirt a ghabhail san fhiolam 
Tormod.’

Rugadh Tormod latha as 
dèidh na Nollaige ann an 
Glaschu, 1936. Chuir e 
seachad a’ chiad phàirt dhe 
bheatha anns an t-Srathan, 
aig ceann Loch Airceig, 
Loch Abar. Leis gun robh 
athair aig muir, ghluais e 
gu ruige Beinn na Fadhla 
nuair a dhùinn  sgoil an 
t-Srathain ach as dèidh 
beagan  bhliadhnaichean 
ann an Uibhist, thill athair 
agus ghluais an teaghlach gu 
ruig Ibrox, far an do chuir e 
crìoch air fhoghlam ann  am 
Beurla.

Bhiodh athair Thormoid ga 
pheanasachadh gu cruaidh le 

Tormod Mac‘Illeathain

Bidh sia sgoil deug far 
feadh Alba a’ strì airson àite 
a ghlèidheadh sa chuairt 
dheireannach de dheasbad 
nàiseanta nan sgoiltean.

Thèid a’ chiad dà chuairt 
a chumail anns an Lanntair, 
Steòrnabhagh air an 3mh ‘s 
4mh den t-Samhain leis an 
iar chuairt, agus a chuairt 
dheireannach a’ gabhail 
àite air an 24mh agus 
25mh An t-Samhain ann 
an Dùn Èideann. Bidh na 
ciad chuairtean a’ tachairt 
mar a leanas: Acadamaidh 
Inbhir Pheòtharainn v 
Àrdsgoil Phort Rìgh; Sgoil 
Choimhearsnachd Bhàgh 
a’ Chaisteil v Àrdsgoil 
Lìonclait; Àrdsgoil Loch 
Abair v Acadamaidh 
Hazlehead; Àrdsgoil Sir E 
Scott v Àrdsgoil Greenfaulds; 
Àrdsgoil Gheàrrloch v 

Acadamaidh Rìoghail Bhaile 
Dhùbhthaich; Acadamaidh 
Àillt na Mùille v Àrdsgoil 
Mhic Neacail; Àrdsgoil Ìle v 
Acadamaidh Innis an Uillt; 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu 
v Àrdsgoil Sheumais 
Ghilleasbuig.

Thuirt Calum Iain 
MacLeòid, Stiùiriche 
Leasachaidh Comunn na 
Gàidhlig agus ceannard 
comataidh leasachaidh 
deasbaid nàiseanta nan 
sgoiltean: ‘Tha an fharpais 
seo a’ sìor fhàs  agus tha 
e a’ toirt cothrom do dh’ 
àrdsgoiltean Gàidhlig air 
feadh Alba tighinn còmhla 
gus na sgilean deasbaid  is 
conaltraidh aca a leasachadh 
– sgilean a bhios nam 
buannachd dhaibh ’s 
na bliadhnaichean a tha 
romhpa.

Sgoiltean a’ gabhail pàirt 
ann an deasbad nàiseanta 
nan sgoiltean Gàidhlig

Taigh-stàile air ainm 
cuairt-shulugan
chliùteach a chleachdadh

Norah NicDhòmhnaill a’ faotain seic luach £250 bho Neach-
gairm Comataidh Ionadail a’ Mhòid, Ailig A Dòmhnallach, 

Co-labhairt Eilthireachd nan Eilean anns an Òb

Tha taigh-staile Ìleach air cuairt-shlugan chliùteach Choire 
a’ Bhreacain a thaghadh mar ainm air an uisge beatha 
braiche as ùire aca.

‘S e uisge beatha le blas na mòine a th’ ann an ‘Ardbeg 
Corryvreckan’ agus mar a mhìnich ceannard grùthdaireachd 
agus cruthachaidh nan uisge beatha Bill Lumsden: 
‘Coltach ris a’ chuairt-shlugan, tha Ardbeg Corryvreckan 
cumhachdach, domhainn agus dearmalach. Tha am blas 
eireachdail seo a’ toirt air daoine smaoineachadh air tursan 
dìomhair agus dàna.

‘Thòisich an obair air seo ann an 1999 agus lean sinn oirnn 
bhon uairsin, a’ fàgail bharaillean làn Ardbeg Corryvreckan 
ag abachadh ann an Ìle.’

Chuir stiùiriche aithne Ardbeg, Seumas Torrie, ris a sin 
le bhith ag ràdh “Bha fàilte mhòr air Ardbeg Corryvreckan 
bho ar buill, Comataidh Ardbeg, ann an 2008 nuair a sgaoil 
sinn 5,000 botal  àraid. B’ e na beachdan togarrach a bh’ aca 
a bhrosnaich sinn gus Ardbeg Corryvreckan a chur ri sreath 
àbhaisteach Ardbeg.

Tha Ardbeg air duais Uisge Beatha na Cruinne a 
bhuannachadh dà bhliadhna as dèidh a chèile agus ‘s ann le 
Glenmorngie PLC a tha e.

Chaidh ainmeachadh mar 
‘the Billy Connolly of the
Gàidhealtachd’ le Calum
Dòmhnallach bho Runrig - 
‘a 24-carat comedy jewel
that just keeps on sparkling’
le Bruce Morton, Rèidio na 
h-Alba; agus ‘a one-off and 
the complete entertainer’ 
leis a’ chraoladair rèidio 
Robbie Shephard ach do 
chuid, tha tàlantan Thormoid 
Mhic ‘Illeathain fhathast am 
falach.

aithriseach a chaidh a 
dhèanamh le Pure Magic 
Films airson BBC ALBA 
mu bheatha sgrìobhadair, 
ceòladair, cleasaiche ‘s 
alcolaich na Gàidhlig Tormod 
Mac’Illeathain a chraoladh 
a-nochd (Diardaoin)

Nise aig aois 72, tha 
Tormod air strì fad thrì 
bliadhnaichean an aghaidh 
na dibhe gus crìoch a chur 
air a sgeulachd beatha, 
‘The Leper’s Bell’, a thèid 
fhoillseachadh a’ mhìos seo 
le Birlinn-Polygon. Chan 
e sgeulachd àbhaisteach 
gnìomhachais a’ chleasachd 
a tha seo, tha an leabhar 
a’ mìneachadh na fhaclan 
fhèin plòighean, dùbhlain 
‘s fèin mhilleadh an neach 
ealain agus “schizophrenic 
cultarach” seo – fear a dh’ 
fhaodadh a bhith air leth. 

agus a’ sgrùdadh an leabhair 
agus ‘s e pròiseact pearsanta 
a th’ ann dhan stiùiriche, 
Robbie Friseal. B’ e athair 
Robbie, Niall Friseal a bha os 
cionn prògraman telebhisein 
Thormoid sna 70an agus bha 
a mhàthair, an seinneadair 
ainmeil às an Òban, Anna 
Latharna Nic’ IllIosa, air 
an aon àrd-ùrlar ris iomadh 
turas aig an àm ud.

Air a’ chlàradh thairis air 
naoi mìosan fhad ‘s a tha 
Tormod a’ cur crìoch air a 
sgeulachd bheatha, tha am 

gheur den bheatha briste, 
duilich agus èibhinn aige. 
Tha e a’ leantainn a’ ghluasaid 
bho bhaile Ghlaschu a tha air 
fàs coimheach ‘s cunnartach 
dha a-null a dh’Uibhist far 
a bheil fàilt’ is furan. Tha 

taisbeanadh pìosan bhon 
chuirm chomadaidh mu 
dheireadh aige, aig Mòd

Tormod, beatha an laoich

dhùirn agus ‘s e bha measail 
air boireannaich cuideachd. 
Nuair a chaidh a mharbhadh 
ann an tubaist obrach aig 
gàradh-bhàtaichean, bha 
Tormod air fhàgail le màthair 

leòinte agus searbh, agus a 
bha a sìor fhàs gràineilair 
a mac.. Ged a bha e air 
bhogadh ann an cultar na 
Gàidhlig agus na Beurla, 
b’ e sàr acadaimigeach a 

bh’ ann agus bha e na dhux 
ann an Àcadamaigh Bhail’ 
Ùisdein agus chaidh e a 
si gu Oilthigh  Ghlaschu. 
B’ ann fhad ‘s a bha e na 
oileanach a chaidh a bheò-
ghlacadh le deoch làidir, rud 
a mhill an ceum aige. Nuair 
a bha e na thidsear, thòisich 
e air ùidh a ghabhail ann an 
gnìomhachas a’ chleasachd. 
Leis gur h-e deagh phìobaire 
a bh’ ann agus Bonn Òr a’ 
Chomuinn aige, bha e furasta 
dha cuirmean ciùil fhaighinn 
air feadh taobh siar na 
Gàidhealtachd agus thòisich 
e air cleasan comadaidh a 
chur ris a’ phìobaireachd.

A dh’ aindeoin nan 
trioblaidean dibhe aige, 
ghabh saoghal telebhisean 
ùidh ann agus bha a’ chiad 
phrògram aige ‘Tormod 
Air Telly’ ann an 1978 na 
shoirbheachadh mòr le 
coimhearsnachd na Gàidhlig. 
B’ e sin a’ chiad – no an t-aon 
phrògram – a tharraing aire 
luchd-labhairt na Gàidhlig ‘s 
na Beurla.

Tro na h-ochdadan, fhuair 
e ainm mar chleasaiche neo-

earbsach a bha an eisimeil 
‘drug alcohol’ na obair 
is na chàirdeis ach gu h-
iongantach, bha spèis mhòr 
aig na Gàidheil dha fhathast. 
Thug na trioblaidean  seo 
buaidh mhòr air càirdeis 
phearsanta Thormoid 
- dà bhean is nighean 
– agus  mhilleadh iad uile 
air a sgàth. Mar a chaidh 
na comasan cleasachd 
aige a lùghad air sgàth a 
mhi-earbsachd,  thòisich 
Tormod air sgrìobhadh 
agus chuir Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean taic ris 
airson sreath leabhraichean 
a sgrìobhadh.  Thòisich e 
air a sgeulachd beatha sa 
Bheurla, ‘The Leper’s Bell: 
The Autobiography of a 
Changeling’, ann an 2005, 
agus thèid fhoillseachadh a’ 
mhìos seo le Birlinn.  Tha an 
tiotal a’ togail air dìteadh a 
rinn a mhàthair air Tormod 
air leabhaidh a bàis: ‘Tha 
thu neòghlan, neòghlan,  
Neòghlan. Chan eil annad 
ach sgaogan, a Thormoid, 
agus bu choir dha clag lobhair 
a bhith  mu d’ amhaich

B’ e co-dhùnadh na co-
labhairt eilthireachd a ghabh
àite fad 3 làithean anns an 
Òb, as na Hearadh, gum 
bheil e fìor chudromach 
sluagh le aon chànan ‘s cultar 
a chumail cruinn còmhla ma 
thathas airson am fèin-aithne 
a ghlèidheadh .

A’ bruidhinn aig an 
tachartas, bha an t-Ollamh 
Tom Devine bho Oilthigh 
Dhùn Èideann; Mìcheal de 
Mordha bhon Aonad Great 
Blasket ann an Èirinn; an t- 
Eòlaiche eachdraidh Mairead 
Bennett;  an Còmhairliche

Ruaraidh Balfour; Greta 

NicCoinnich agus Coinneach 
MacÌomhair à Leòdhas; 
Calum MacNèill à Barraigh; 
agus Marjory Harper à 
Oilthigh Obair Dheathainn.

Cuideachd thug  Uilleam 
agus Cairistiona Lawson 
bhon ionad rannsachaidh 
teaghlaich ann an Taobh 
Tuath na Hearadh seachad 
òraid le Cairistiona a’ 
bruidhinn gu sònraichte 
air eilthireachd gu ruige 
Canada.

Thuirt Mgr Lawson 
gun robh a’ cho-labhart 
uabhasach cudromach aig 
dà ìre,

‘Thug e daoine còmhla aig a 
bheil an aon ùidh ach aig nach 
biodh cothrom co-labhairt 
mar seo a fhrithealadh gu h-
àbhaisteach, agus feumaidh 
mi Urras nan Leabhraichean 
a mholadh airson seo a chur 
air dòigh sna Hearadh.

‘B’ e an rud a ghlac m’ 
aire gun d’ thàinig daoine 
bho dhiofar sheallaidhean 
dhan aon cho-dhùnadh, co-
dhiù is ann mu dheidhinn 
Quebec, Eilean a’ Phrionnsa 
no Àstralia a bha iad.

Cho-dhùin iad uile cho 
fad ‘s gun robh sluagh 
no buidheann làidir sa 

choimhearsnachd ùr gun 
cumadh iad greim air a’ 
Ghàidhlig ‘s air a’ chultar 
aca.

‘Ach cho luath ‘s a thòisich 
iad ri sgaoileadh a-measg 
luchd na Beurla, chaidh sin 
à bith.’

Thuirt BhP Lawson, ‘B’ 
ann am bailtean Quebec a 
chunnaic mi dìth fèin-eòlais 
an toiseach leis nach robh 
air fhàgail ach 20 aig a bheil 
Gàidhlig ach bha gu leòr 
dhiubh ann le sinnsearachd 
Gàidhealach ach as aonais 
a’ chànain. Ach nuair a dh’ 
fhalbh an cànan, chaidh an 

mòran  na cois. Tha daoine 
ann aig a bheil spèis dha 
taigeis agus tartan ‘s a leithid, 
agus ged nach eil càil ceàrr 
ris a sin, tha iad a’ gabhail ris 
na h-ìomhaighean

‘Gàidhealach’ leis nach eil 
fèin-aithne aca tuilleadh. B’ 
e Mìcheal Ruiseal, Ministear 
a’ Chultar a chur crìoch air 
a’ cho-labhairt le bhith a’ 
bruidhinn air eilthireachd 
san latha an diugh bho 
bheachdan a dh’ èirich aig a’ 
cho-labhairt.

Thuirt e ‘Tha a h-uile 
duine a’ gabhail dragh mu 
eilthireachd nan Eileanan 

Siar, ach ‘s e tha cudromach, 
gun tuigear na thachair san

àm a dh’ fhalbh, agus na 
leasachaidhean eaconamach 
anns a bheil sinn an sàs an 
dràsta.

‘Tha sinn ag aontachadh 
gu bheil e duilich toirt air 
daoine fuireach an seo, 
gun e bhith mar phrìosan 
dhaibh. Sin màthair-
adhbhar  dhuinn a bhith a’ 
cruthachadh chothroman do 
dhaoine tro leasachaidhean 
ùra agus teicneòlais. Ach gu 
cultarach, feumaidh tuigse a 
bhith againn carson a tha e 
cudromach.’

Nuair a dhùin sgoil àraich 
Ghàidhlig a dh’ aindeoin 
oidhirpean mòra, chuir 
màthair roimhpe tè ùr 
thòiseachadh dhith fhèin.

Tha Marianne, a bha na 
tidsear bun-sgoile roimhe, 
a-nis air bhioran gu bheil a 
h-àite ùr air a bheil “Seudan 
Beaga” a’ fosgladh ann am 
beaga sheachdainean.

Rugadh I ann am Barraigh 
ann an teaghlach Gàidhlig 
agus bha I toilichte sgoil 
àraich Ghàidhlig a lorg 
nuair a ghluais I dha taobh a 
dheis Ghlaschu. Ach chaidh 
an t-àite sin a dhùnadh sa 
Chèitein am bliadhna, nuair 
a thòisich obair chàraidh air 
cholaiste Langside.

Thuirt Marianne: ‘Nuair 
a chuala sinn an droch 
naidheachd mun dhùnadh, 
dh’ obraich mi le pàrantan 
eile gus a chumail fosgailte 
ach gu mì-fhòrtanach, chaidh 
cùisean nar aghaidh.’

Dh’ fhiach I ri sgoil àraich 
Ghàidhlig eile a lorg ach 
cha robh gin dhiubh ri 
fhaotainn.

‘Shaoil mi min gun robh 
seirbhis den t-seòrsa seo 
deatamach dhan sgìre ‘s 
mar sin, chuir mi romham tè 
a thòiseachadh dhomh fhìn,’ 

mhìnich Marianne.
Leis gur e tidsear Gàidhlig 

a bh’ innte, bha eòlas 
cloinne aice ach bha saoghal 
a’ ghnìomhachais ùr dhith. 
‘Bha e na dhùbhlan dhomh 
ach na rud luachmhor aig an 
aon àm. 

‘Tha mi air a’ chùis a 
dhèanamh air iomadh 
cnap-starra agus tha mi 
air mo dhòigh gum bi an 
sgoil-àraich deiseil gus 
fosgladh ann am beagan 
sheachdainean.’

Bidh ‘The Seudan Beaga 
Nursery’ stèidhichte air 
taobh dheis Ghlaschu, agus  
sann do chloinn eadar a dhà 
is còig bliadhn’ a dh’aois, tro 
uaireannan obracha bhios 
Gabhar clann le Gàidhlig 
agus  cuideachd feadhainn 
aig  nach eil an cànan.

‘’S e mo mhiann clann 
a bhrosnachadh gus 

chànain fhaotainn ann an 
suidheachadh spòrsail is 
misneachail. Tha mi a’ 
creidsinn gu mòr gum feumar 
Gàidhlig a chumail beò agus 
chì mi bhon t-suidheachadh 
agam fhìn buannachdan a 
thaobh leasachadh cloinne 
ma tha dà chànan aca bhon 
òige”

Màthair air sgoil-àraich
ùr a thòiseachadh

Tha oidhirpean gus airgead a chruinneachadh airson Mòd 
nan Eilean Siar 2011 air tòiseachadh leis a’ chiad Cluba 
400 a’ gabhail àite. Bidh an Cluba 400, a thèid a chumail 
gach mìos suas chun an Dàmhair 2011, a’ toirt seachad 
prìomh dhuais de £250, dàrna duais de £100  agus treas 
duais luach £50.

Chaidh a’ chiad taghadh a chumail beò air Isles 
FM feasgar Dihaoine a chaidh; an làthair bha dithis 
riochdairean bho bhuidhnean a tha a’ toirt seachad 
taic-airgid don Mhòd Nàiseanta, Calum MacIlleathain 
bho Phròiseact nan Ealan agus Iain Don MacÌomhair 
bho Chaledonian Mac a’ Bhruthainn. ‘S ì Norah 
NicDhòmhnaill às an Rubha a bhuannaich a’ chiad duais, 
fhuair Fiona Knape à Arnoil an dàrna duais de £100 agus 
‘s ì Doileag NicAoidh à Col Uarach a fhuair an treas 
duais de £50.

Tha an dealbh a’ sealltainn Norah NicDhòmhnaill a’ 
faighinn seic airson £250 bho Neach-gairm Comataidh 
Ionadail a’ Mhòid, Ailig A Dòmhnallach, agus cuideachd 
chìthear brataichean ùr a’ Mhòid a thèid an cleachdadh 
airson obair sanasachd eadar seo agus 2011.

Thuirt Mgr Dòmhnallach: ‘Tha mi toilichte dha rìreabh 
an seic a tha seo a thoirt do Norah agus tha mi cuideachd 
toilichte gu bheil an Cluba 400 air tòiseachadh. Tha mòran 
obair fhathast ri dhèanamh ann a bhith a’ cruinneachadh 
airgid agus faodaidh daoine coimhead air adhart ri sreath 
de thachartasan a tha a’ togail inbhe Mòd nan Eilean Siar 
2011’.

Ma tha ùidh aig duine sam bith pàirt a ghabhail anns 
an Cluba 400 faodaidh iad post-dealain a chur gu 

Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich ann an Ceàrnag Phearsabhail, 
Steòrnabhagh. Tha an Cluba 400 ga phàigheadh a’ 
cunntais Banca le Direct Debit agus tha e a cosg £5 gach 
mìos.

Cruinneachadh an airgid  airson 
Mòd 2011 air tòiseachadh



Thursday 24 September, 2009   www.obantimes.co.uk   17FARMING

12.3 x 7.2
t38gold1no

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 4,281 lambs, 
breeding gimmers and ewes 
at Stornoway market on Tues-
day when all classes sold 
at very satisfactory rates 
showing an overall increase 
of £12.73 per head on the 
corresponding sale last year 
with an increased number 
on offer.

Store lambs averaged 
£32.64 and sold to £60.50 

Cottage, Stornoway.
Gimmers sold to £70 for 

Texels from 5 Shulishader 
Point, Isle of Lewis.

Feeding sheep sold to £60 
for Cheviot ewes from 34 
Newmarket, Stornoway.

UNITED Auctions sold 1,038 
store cattle and 8,263 sheep at 
Stirling on Wednesday.                                       

Bullocks averaged 168.1p 
(+0.4p) and sold to 202.8p 
per kg from Bughtknowes 
and £1,060 for a Charolias 
cross from Rhynaclach.

Heifers averaged 161.8p 
(+2.7p) and sold to 194.2p 
per kg for a Limousin cross 

for a Charolias cross from 
Rhynaclach.

Cast cows averaged 105.4p 
and sold to 141p for a British 
Blue cross from Lurgan and 
£1,075 for Charolais cross 
from Graystale. 

Suffolk cross lambs 
averaged £49.32 and sold 
to £63.50 from Lenamhor, 
with Texels lambs averaging 
£48.68 and selling to £63.50 
from Bishop’s Walk, Iona.

Blackface lambs averaged 
£37.09 and sold to £50 from 
Merkins.

SCOTTISH sheep farmers 
are deeply disappointed that 
calls from Scottish MEP 
Struan Stevenson, and his 
fellow Scottish MEPs, for 
common sense changes to 
the forthcoming regulation 

movement reporting fell on 
deaf ears at a meeting with 
the leading European Com-
missioner last Wednesday.

Individual identities 
Scottish MEPs share the 

Scottish sheep industry’s 
concern that Regulation 
21/2004 – due to come into 
force at the end of this year 

and bureaucracy to the sheep 
sector while delivering little 

The new regulations will 
make it obligatory for all 
Scottish sheep farmers to 
electronically tag sheep born 
after 31 December 2009 and 
keep a record of animals’ 
individual identities every 
time they move.

Unsympathetic
Mr Stevenson and fellow 

Scottish MEPs met with 
Ms Androulla Vassiliou, the 
European Commissioner 
responsible for the regulation, 
in Strasbourg with ideas on 
how the regulation could 
work better for all Europe’s 
sheep farmers.  They 
received an unsympathetic 
hearing.

National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) President, 
Jim McLaren said: ‘It 
appears that all the noises 
that we were hearing about 
the political door now 
being closed on the sheep 
industry on this matter were 

‘It is a huge disappointment 
that the Commissioner 

entrenched.  The Commission 
also retains the backing of 
several key member states 
– France, Spain and Italy 
– on bringing the regulation 
into force member states.   
Politically, any chance of a 

UNITED Auctions had for-
ward 6,000 prime sheep at 
Stirling last Thursday when 
lambs sold to £76 for texels 
from Balnabroich and t0 
172p per kilo for Texels from 
Easter Greenhill.

Continental crosses from 
Kilkeddan sold to £70 with 
Blackface lambs from Doune 
to £60 and 143p per kilo.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 4,278 store sheep 
of all classes at Fort William last Friday when all classes met 

Lambs averaged £34.03 per head and sold to £61 for Cross 
lambs from 18 Blarmafoldach, Fort William.

Feeding sheep sold to £70 for Texel ewes from Armadale 
Farm, Sleat, Isle of Skye.

MORE than 150 Highland Cattle 
Society members and enthusiasts 
from all over the United Kingdom 
attended the inaugural Highland 
Cattle Society Open Day at Cas-
tles Estate, Dalmally.  

The 8,000 acre estate was 
bought by Hampshire farmer 
Mr David Rees seven years ago, 
and he now runs 2,500 Blackface 
ewes and 60 Highland cows.  He 
switched from breeding pure 
Highland cattle to crossing with a 
beef Shorthorn bull with the aim 
of producing crossbred heifers 
which are in great demand for 
breeding.

Visitors viewed the Highland 
mothers with Beef Shorthorn 
calves at Castle Estate and then 
moved onto Dalmally market 
where a selection of cross 
Highland mothers had progeny 
from Simmental, Blonde and 
Limousin bulls were on show.  

In the afternoon a seminar was 

held in the sale ring with Helen 
Bibby, Scottish Agricultural 
College (SAC), John Main 
of Tithebarn Ltd and Archie 
McArthur, farm manager at 
Ormsary Estate, on the panel.

One of the main objectives of 
the day was to show the merits 
of crossing a Highland cow 
with Shorthorn, Simmental, 
Blonde, Limousin or WhiteBred 
Shorthorn  highlighting that 
the females are well suited to 
harsh conditions  and will rear a 
meatier calf.

The Highland Cow has low 
production costs and veterinary 
bills and thrive on poor areas of 
mountain land with high annual 
rainfall and bitter winds where 
few other breeds of cattle could 
exist.

Following the success of the 
open day there will be plans to 
repeat this event on a similar 
vein in the future.

UNITED Auctions had forward 606 Suffolk and Blueface rams and 
ram lambs, plus 759 Lleyn and 139 Zwartbles rams and ram lambs at 
their annual September sale at Stirling when the sale was topped by a 
Blueface shearling from Mr A MacArthur, Cretlevane which sold to by 
J Struthers, Gribloch for £2,000.

Sale averages for Suffolks rose by £84.93 on the year with Blueface 
showing an average increase of £219.05 and Beltex £187.55.

Lleyn gimmers from Millside sold to £150 with ewe lambs from Over 
Whitlaw to £102 while Zwarbles ewe lambs from Easter Clevenhead 
sold to 780gns.

UIST and Benbecula crofters 
are calling for a major cull of 
greylag goslings before they 

Each year, crofters like 
John Allan MacLellan of 17 
Hougharry, North Uist count 
an increasing economic and 
ecological cost to their crops 
by the geese, of which there 
are more than 6,000 in the 
Uists and Benbecula.

Mr MacLellan, 37, is in 
despair at the state of his 
seed crop this year. The oats 
are empty husks, and the 
rye looks as if it has been 
surgically shorn of its seed.

The two acre crop is still 
standing but shows signs of 

even for straw.
Mr MacLellan has lost more 

than £1,200 in seed sown and 
new seed promised to other 
crofters. He will now have to 
buy in straw for his calving 
cows over the winter.

He describes the greylags as 
‘the best combine harvester 
in the world.’

He said ‘They take no 
notice of scarecrows or 
trailers that would have 
frightened them before. 
Shooting has little effect, 
because they recognise the 
shooter’s car, and as soon as 
he leaves, they’re back.’

He is now so worried about 
the problem that he fears the 
permanent extinction of the 
whole Uist grain crop in the 
next bad summer.

Uist crofters call 
for major goose cull
Island farmers are in despair 
at the state of seed crops

He said ‘Uist corn is a 
unique crop, specially 
adapted to our growing 
conditions. What we grow 
here is all we have, and if 
there was a particularly bad 
summer combined with the 
goose problem, it would be 
the end of it.’

Greylag geese began to 
proliferate on the islands 
more than 20 years ago. 
As well as trampling and 
soiling much needed fresh 
grass in spring, they brought 
about the end of traditional 
stooking, forcing crofters to 
start baling their silage, with 
knockon adverse effects on 
birds like the corn bunting.

An Arable Stack Scheme 

ago by RSPB to pay crofters 
to stack their grain crop 
the oldfashioned way and 
encourage a corn bunting 
revival.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) shooting schemes 
take out around 1,000 
greylags a year, but crofters 
say this is not enough.

An SNH eggoiling 

initiative to kill the birds before 
they hatch was pioneered over 
a small area of North Uist this 
spring. In more than 40 nests 
tackled, 90 per cent of the eggs 
failed. SNH hoped crofters 
would take up the idea, but with 
most also working long hours 
offcroft to make a living, the 
take up was minimal.

Mr MacLellan said ‘Crofters 
up and down the islands agree 
we need to take the bull by 
the horns and employ a couple 

SNH area manager David 
MacLennan said ‘Killing 
goslings on the nest is not 
something we have considered 
to date, but the issue must be 
raised with and considered by 
the National Goose Management 
Group.’

A spokeswoman for the Group 
said ‘Crofters should contact 
their local goose management 
group who would consider the 
suggestion and pass it to the 
National Goose Management 
Group for consideration at their 
next meeting as part of their 
ongoing remit.’

John Allan MacLellan, Hougharry North Uist lost two acres of seed oats to geese

Croish ewe lambs sell to 
£100 at Tiree second sale
UNITED Auctions held their second sale of all classes sheep 
and lambs at Tiree Auction Mart when all classes of stock 
sold at keen rates.

Cheviot:iot Mule ewe lambs from M/s Lamont, Croish 
sold to £100.  Gimmers from Mr MacLeod, Carrachan sold 
to £125, while  cast feeding ewes from Mr MacDonald, 
Druimasaidh sold to £65.50.

Suffolk cross lambs (second draw) from Mr Kennedy, 12 
West Hynish sold to £51 and Mrs Brown 2/15 Balevullin 
sold Suffolk shearling rams to £380.  

Average prices in all sections of the sale recorded rises 
of around £12 on the year and all stock was cleared at 
satisfactory rates.

Cross lambs sell to £61 at 
Fort William sale

Gartness
lambs sell 
to £70.50 at    
Islay Auction 
Mart
UNITED Auctions held their 
second sale of all classes 
lambs and sheep at Islay Auc-
tion Mart when 2,687 head 
were sold.

A good ringside of buyers 
from Shropshire, Yorkshire, 
Penrith, Kirkcudbrightshire 
and Aberdeenshire were in 
attendance and all stock was 
cleared at values increasing 
by around £2 on the previous 
sale and the overall sale 
average of £50.61 was up 
£11.74 on the corresponding 
sale last year.  

An outstanding pen of 
Texel lambs from Mr Islay 
Campbell, 19 Gartness 
Cottages sold at £70.50 and 
this was closely followed 
by another outstanding pen 
of Texel crosses from Mr 
McArthur, Lossit when they 
realised £70.

Blackface wedder lambs 
sold to £56.50 from M/s 
McLellan, Kilchiaran and 
cast feeding ewes from Mr 
David Park, 44 Standalane, 
sold to £73.50.

The top price per kilo came 
from Mr Bell, Gleneggadale, 
when his Texel cross lambs 
sold to 152pence and a pen 
of 99 Suffolk cross lambs 
from Mr McTaggart, Kintra 
sold at 148 pence per kilo.

Stornoway
lamb trade 
rises £12.73 
on year

Iona lambs 
sell at Stirling

Stirling prime

Low
Cattadale
lambs sell to 
£57.50 at 
Dalmally
third sale
UNITED Auctions held their 
third sale of all classes lambs 
and sheep at Dalmally when 
3,480 head was sold.

Averages rose by £11.98 on 
the year.  

The entries consisted 
mainly of second and third 
draw Cross bred lambs 
which sold at keen rates with 
Suffolk crosses from Low 
Cattadale selling to £57.

In the Blackface section, 

second and third draw lambs 
were forward with second 
and third draws realising £2 
to £3 more on the week.

The Blackface lambs were 
topped at £46 by lambs from 
from Claddich. Highland cattle 

breeders host open 
day at Dalmally estate

Highland Cattle Society members and enthusiasts view the High-
land cows with cross Shorthorn calves at Castles

Cross bred ram averages rise at Stirling

u-turn on implementation 
now appears to have been 
extinguished.

Workable 
‘Now the focus has to 

be on seeing whether 
implementation and 
enforcement at a Scottish 
level can make this at all 
workable.

‘Key to the whole issue 

the regulation is widely 
recognised in Scotland as 
unworkable, this will present 
a huge challenge for industry 
and Scottish Government 
to resolve.  Farmers will 
certainly need reassurance 

meeting the required rules 

with the crosscompliance 
requirements attached to 
Single Farm Payments 
and what scope there is for 
pragmatic enforcement.’

‘We also need to make 
the most of concessions 
previously secured in 
Brussels  particularly on 
the use of critical control 
points such as markets 
and abattoirs to report 
movements on behalf of 

that these concessions will 

Scottish Government is 
willing to invest in a suitable 
central database.   We don’t 
believe such a database 
need cost the earth and 
we’re discussing this with 
Scottish Government as part 
of its current consultation 
exercise.

‘I congratulate our MEPs 
for the fortitude they have 
shown in securing this 
meeting with the elusive 
Commissioner Vassiliou and 
I thank them for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
the industry on this issue.  If 
this campaign had rested on 
commitment from industry 
and Scottish politicians and 
the use of common sense, 
we would have succeeded 
long ago.’

EID hopes are 
finally dashed
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Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

The Morris 
Leslie Group

Tuesday September 
29th 2009 10am

SALE BY PUBLIC 
AUCTION OF MODERN 

CONTRACTORS 
PLANT, COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES,
AGRICULTURAL 

AND GROUND CARE 
EQUIPMENT

Viewing Monday 
28th September 

9am - 5pm
AUCTION ENTRIES 

ON SITE NOW!

TEL 01821 642940   
EMAIL 

david.brown@morrisleslie.co.uk

www.morrisleslie.com

On Farm Sale

Kentallen Farm - Isle of Mull
3rd October at 10am

A range of construction and 
agricultural equipment

Sale to include portal frame buildings 
Also walk in chiller

Surplus building materials eg roof slates 
and Marley roof tiles

For up to date list visit www.dingwallmart.co.uk
Or phone 07767 010 568

For Sale

and Tup
Various Colours

Telephone: 
01687 450643 or

E-Mail:
sunnysidecroft@btinternet.com

FOR SALE
ONE PURE BREED 

LARGE BLACK 
BREEDING SOW £200
ONE LARGE BLACK X 

DUROC GILT  £75
TWO PURE BREED 

LARGE BLACK GILTS 
£90 EACH

CONTACT MIKE OR 
LISA ON 01852 200209
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D & J Campbell
Livestock And General Haulage Contractors 

01631 710882 

Wishing Oban Livestock Centre 
continuous success

REID and ROBERTSON
AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN & PET SUPPLIES.

OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE
Oban Shop 01631 566279  e-mail enquires@reidandrobertson.com

Come and visit our newly refurbished country store.....open to the public,free parking.
Animal health products, Animal feeds & blocks (BOCM stockist), Poultry feeds & equipment, Outdoor clothing, Pet & Horse feeds.

Alan King (Argyll & Dumbarton) 07831 418154     Karen Love (Oban) 07876 252065    John McWhirter (Ayr) 07899 791532    
Catriona Harrison (Dumfries) 07979 86001

Donald McGillivray (Perthshire and North Argyll) 07880 502272      David Hay (West Central Scotland) 07778 989112
Ballagan Country Store, Balloch 01389 752800              Ayr Livestock Market 01292 619229

Everyone at Agrimony wish 
Oban Livestock Mart 

continued success in the future
FARM & CROFTING 

CONSULTANCY SERVICES
LIVESTOCK RECORD KEEPING

e-mail: info@agrimony.co.uk
Tel: 01631 710 002

Leven House, Achaleven, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PE

5 Argyll Square, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4AZ
01631 562 643

mail@raclement.co.uk

For details of our services and other 
offices please visit our website 

www.raclement.co.uk

Your initial consultation 
is free so contact us today.

Wishing the Oban Mart continuous 
success and all the best for the future.

Workshop: Oban Livestock Centre, 
Upper Soroba, OBAN, PH344SD

Fax: 01631 566095     Mob:07919 1735036 

MAIN DEALER

All at FIELD & SEA wishing the 
Oban Mart all the best for the future

OCTOBER SALES LIST
TUESDAY 6th OCTOBER

SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER

MONDAY 12th OCTOBER

WEDNESDAY 14th OCTOBER

TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER

TUESDAY 27th OCTOBER

Details contact:  Ronnie Maccormick – 07717 435248
Tel:  01631 570631   Fax:  01631 565275

Email: mail@caledonian-marts.com

of tea with two 
customers in her 

cafe

staff after 
their recent 

On a busy day 
reporter Louise 
Lee caught up with 
Neil McCorkindale 
at Oban Livestock 
Centre to be 
shown round the 
building after its 
recent upgrade and 
improvements.
Tuesday is market day in Oban 
and Oban Livestock Centre begins 
to bustle at 8.30am with the 
arrival of lorries and trailers from 
throughout the west coast and 
islands bringing livestock to be 
sold.
Around 10am the busiest place is 
usually the restaurant as buyers, 
sellers, mart staff and lorry drivers 
enjoy breakfast from Caroline 
Ronald and her staff before the 
sale gets underway at 11am.
Neil McCorkindale, who took 
over as chairman of the local co-
operative group, is pleased that 
the renovations of the building are 
almost complete. 
He said: ‘The future of the 
market has been secured with 
long term leases. With NFU 
Mutual, Stramash, Field and Sea 
Engineering Services, and Reid 
and Robertson as commercial 
tenants we can now concentrate 
on the heart of the business which 
is the selling of livestock. 
‘Despite the fall in livestock 
numbers nationwide, our sales 
figures are up on the year and we 
expect to sell over 2,000 cattle in 
October, and continue our good 
relationship with the Highland 
Cattle Society which is very 
important to Oban.’    
Auctioneer Alastair Logan, who 
conducts the weekly sales said: 
‘Caledonian Marts have operated at 
Oban Livestock Centre since 1996.  
‘The animals sold in Oban are 
known throughout the country 
as good honest stock, and we 
are proud to serve the farming 
community here.’

chairman of 
Oban Livestock 
Centre
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To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

SELLING
YOUR OLD
VEHICLE?

The Oban Times
& WEST HIGHLAND TIMES

Be seen by over 
40,000 readers

Tel: 01631 568000

VAUXHALL COMBO 
VAN 1.3 CDTI

£2750 ono
05 reg,63,000 miles , Red , 10 months mot 6 months tax , Sxi alloys and seats,  New 

brakes and discs , 2 new tyres , New springs. Ex-post van well looked after . Any 
inspection welcome

Contact Neil Gillies on 07824700330 (Taynuilt)

MITSUBISHI LANCER
ESTATE

£4000 o.n.o.
2005. MOTd & taxed April 2010. 

Excellent condition.
Tel: 07762 315108

2

ZODIAC INFLATABLE
DINGY

LOST in Loch Melfort on Fri/Sat
11th/12th Sept. Light grey in 

colour with “SWAGMAN” print-
ed on stern along with a “British 
Waterways” logo approx 8ft in 

length with no oars.
Any information 
please contact 

Mike on 01852 200209 
or 07775 725434

VW PASSAT
1998REG

£1150
1.8 petrol 12 months MOT tax till end of November.car 
drives superbly  for age, very good condition,.new front 
suspension,windscreen, tyres. ONLY REASON FOR SALE

IS DUE TO LEAVING COUNTRY

Tel: 07955443476

SALCOMBE FLYER 
17FT SPORTS BOAT

150hp mariner engine
Suitable for fishing/skiing

excellent sea boat

Tel: 07767 010 568

2 CHILLER/
FREEZER VANS

FOR SALE

Tel: 07767 010 568

VW CABROILE 
1.8 TURBO

Black, one lady owner, 
25000 miles from new

F.S.H . Top Spec 04 plate

Tel: 07767 010 568

£3500 ono

5 door hatchback, diesel, taxed June, MOT July, 28k 
miles, all new brakes and exhaust, immaculate

Telephone: 
01631 562493

PEUGEOT 206 
1.4 02

WANTED
ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009

ANY MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE, CONDITION 
CONSIDERED

INSTANT CASH PAYMENT.  
DISTANCE NO OBJECT, WILL TRAVEL.

Tel: Stephen 07751026953

3

RENAULT LAGUNA 
EXPRESSION

£1,975 ono
2002 1.8 16V, 5 door hatch, 50,000 miles, Dark Green 

metallic, Tax February 2010, MOT September 2010, FSH, 
Very economical, Very nice condition, Alloys

Tel: 01546 870336

KOBELCO SK70SR
EXCAVATOR

£24500 Plus V.A.T.
2007 1500 hrs, 8 tonne zero tail swing, 4 buckets, CJM 
Hydraulic Hitch, Hammer and Auxilliary lines both un-

used, 600 pads, Excellent condition

Tel: 01852 200209  07775 725434

sample
photo

FIAT SEDICI 4X4 1.9 
MULTIJET DIESEL DYNAMIC

£7,000 o.n.o.
2007 57 plate, fully serviced, very good condition.

Manufacturers warranty. 21,000 miles.
Superb, economic diesel with selectable 4x4

Tel: 01369 707753   07766 973667

WANTED
LANDROVER 90 OR 110, NEW OR OLD MODELS, 

ALSO DISCOVERY, RANGE ROVER AND ALL
JAPANESE MODELS, TOYOTA ETC, HIGH MILES, 

DAMAGED, ANYTHING CONSIDERED.

Contact James 07866 590583 or 07966 293996

3

£5,500 o.v.n.o.

FORD TRANSIT TOURNEO 
‘03, 9 seater mini bus – removable 
seats, 62k miles. Regularly serviced, 
10 months MOT. Taxed, CD Player, 

central locking, Good size boot
Good condition

Telephone: 
01770 700524

(Arran)

3

2 2 2

£1,950 ono

2006, Motocrosser, Original tyres, Little used. Just 
had oil and filter changed

Telephone: 
07717 006923

SUZUKI
RMZ 450

VOLKSWAGEN 
TIGUAN TDI

£15,750
140 sport with park assist

Black 08 plate immaculate condition
full service history one owner from new

Tel: 01583 431344 (after 6pm)
£5,650 ono

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2SXI (57)
25,000 miles, FSH, Alloy 

wheels, 6 months tax, 
1 year MOT, CD / MP3 
player, Sport style seats, 

Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07748 415247

SUBARU IMPREZA
WRX STI

£10,500 ono
55 reg, pro drive, 1 years MOT,

Low mileage

Tel: 07717 531241 or 01586 830295

£3500

KAWASAKI ER6-N
2008, 650cc, 72 HP, good all rounder, 

excellent first big bike, 8 months 
warranty, 8 months tax and MOT, 

5960 miles, always garaged, like new, 
some extras

Telephone: 
01631562433

(after 6pm)

£6,500

HARLEY DAVIDSON 1997 FXDL
Dyna Low Rider 1340 cc, Ex con, 

Standard bike with no modifications, 
Rubber mounted engine very smooth 
ride, Only 19,000 miles, Long tax and 
MOT, Must be seen to be appreciated

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 700277 

or 07870460213

£2,000

2002 PEUGEOT 206 1.2L PETROL
Nearly 50,000 miles., 
Metallic, green, Selling
due to moving house, 
VGC Interior like new, 

FSH 3 owners

Telephone: 
Dot on 01770 

(Arran) 870255

£6000

FORD RANGER 4X4
TWIN CAB PICKUP XLT

2005. 45000 miles, MOT, 
12/2009, TAX 3/2010, 

very good condition

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

870371

ALFA ROMEO T-SPARK SPIDER CONVERTIBLE
R Reg 1998, MOT March 

2010, Tax Jan 2010, Ferra-
ri Red, New stainless steel 
exhaust, new timing belt. 
Lots of extras. Any trial

Telephone: 
Clark

07866335435

£4,400 ono

AUDI A3 1.8T SPORT
2001 Blue

28,000 low mileage
Immaculate condition

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

302528

Price £1,800 ovno

VW GOLF GTI MARK 2
G reg 1989, 95000 miles, 
5 months MOT, Taxed Feb 

2010, Classic Car  - 1 
former owner over 16 

years ago! 

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

700708

FARMING
OBAN
Caledonian Mart
Ewes:
Blackface: Achnaba £55; Min-
gary £54; Ardachy £53; £53 
Glengorm;
Cheviot: Slaterich £55; Caila-
ich £54; Seaview £52; Antium 
£49; Texel: Laganulva £56; 
Lleyn: Craignich £48.
Gimmers:
Blackface: Achalic £66; Glen-
shellach & Achnaba £60; Cor-
rylorn £59; 
Mule: Achavaich, Lochnell 
£105; Newfield £104; Fiart 
£102; Texel:Inion £108
Cheviot: Lochview £80; 
CheviotX: Shenavallie £70.
Ewe lambs:
Blackface: Inion £50; Ard-
larach £45; Turnault £44; 
Mule: Fiart, Balure of Shian 
£68; Kilbranndon £66; 
Texel: Inion £67; Slaterich £51; 
Lochview £49; 
Cheviot: Fiart £62; Slaterich 
£52; Upper Largie £40.

PORTREE 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg – Cor-
riebheinn Farms, £560, Brae 
Eynort, Carbost, 280p; 
201-250kg - 10 Achachork, 
Portree, £640, 266.7p; 
251-300kg – 10 Achachork, 
£700, Brae Eynort, 251.9p; 
301-350kg – Kilmaluag, 
Duntulm, £775, Brae Eynort, 
230.7p;
351-400kg 4 & 5 Totescore, 
Portree, £800, Kilmaluag, 
210.8p;
401-450kg – Gesto Farm, Stru-
an, £790, 183.7p; 
451-500kg – Leabost, Glen-
hinisdale, £870, 15 Glenconon, 
187.2p;
501-550kg – Glenbrittle, Car-
bost, £850, 161.9p. 

Heifers up to 200kg – Torvaig, 
(Macpherson), £550, Brae 
Eynort, 290p; 
201-250kg – Monkstadt, Por-
tree, £615, 8 Torvaig, 273.2p; 
251-300kg – Gesto Farm, £670, 
248.2p;

£820, 252.3p; 
351-400kg – 1 Feorlig, Dun-
vegan, £710, Kilmaluag, 
194.4p;
401-450kg – Glenbrittle, £760, 
181p;
451-500kg – 4 Torvaig, Portree, 
£810, 162p.
Young bulls up to 250kg  11 
Kendram,Duntulm,£480,
218.2p.
DALMALLY 
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £57.50  and £49.50  
Low Cattadale
CheviotX: £41.20  Claonaig
Cross: £39.50  Ederline Estate
Blackface: £46 Cladich  £43 
Blarghour  £42 Fearnoch  £42 
Stroneskar  £41 Invernahyle  
£40.50  Killundine Estate and 
Brackley  £40.20  Ederline 
Estate  £39.50  Glenorchy  £39 
Lurignish and 5 Treslaig.
Cast ewes
Blackface: £39.50  Blargour  
£37 Castles Estate  £34  Brack-
ley  £31 Castles Estate.
Cheviot: £48.50 Langalgarve 
Farm  £43.50 Stronmagachan  
£40.50  Brenchoille
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX: 138p  Low Cattadale  
132p  Claonaig Farm  131p  
Low Cattadale
Cheviot: 137p  Claonaig Farm
Cross: 138p and 135p  Couston 
Farm  132p  Stronmagachan
Blackface: 144p  Ederline 
Estate  140p  Fearnoch, Kil-
lundine Estate and Brackley  
139p  Blarghour  138p  Ederline 
Estate and Killundine Estate  
137p  Invernahyle and Ederline 

Estate  135p  Cladich  134p  Ed-
erline Estate, Keilator, Cladich 
and Lurignish  132p Achanelid  
131p  Littleport and Brackley  
130p  Ederline Estate, Cladich, 

and Castles Estate.

ISLAY  
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX:
£65 Starchmill  £64.50  Octo-
fad  £62.50 Ardbeg and Pairc 
A Chlassan  £62  Octofad  
£59.50  Coille  £58.50 Octofad, 
Starchmill, Kilchiaran and 
Kinnabus House  £58 Octofad  
£56.50  Kinnabus House and 
Duich  £56 and £55.50  Octofad  
£55 Balimartin and Claggan  
£54.50  Stanalane and Pairc A 
Chlassan  £54 Gartbreck and 
Duich  £53.50  Octofad and 
Coille  £52.50  Octofad  £50.50  
Crackaig  £50 Claggan  £49.50  

£48 Kinnabus House  £46.50  
Conisby.
TexelX: £70.50  Gartness  £70 
Lossit  £68.50  Dunlossit Estate  
£64 Kilchoman House  £63.50  
Dunlossit  Estate  £62.50  
Ardbeg  £62 Lossit  £60.50  
Octofad  £59 Claggan and 
Kinnabus House  £58 Strath-
laggan  £56.50  Mulindry  £55. 
Tallant and Balaclava  £54.50 
– Gartness  £54.00 – Leorin and 
1 Foreland  £53.50 Stanalane  
£53 Balaclava  £52 RSPB 
Kinnabus  £51.50  Ronnach-
more, Kilchoman House and 
Balaclava  £50.50  Balaclava  
£50 Knockrome and Ardfin 
Estate  £49 Balaclava £48.20  
15 Westend  £47.80  Kintra  
£47 Woodend and Glenegedale 
Lotts.
BeltexX: £52.50  Aoradh  £50 
Claggan.
Cheviot:  £52 Aoradh  £48Torm-
isdale Farm  £46.50  Aoradh  
£46 Tormisdale Farm.

Cross: £51.50 Claggan  £51 
Pairc A Chlassan  £49.50 Duich  
£48 Gartbreck  £46.80  Ardtalla 
Estate.
Mule: £55 Leorin.
Halfbred: £56 Duich  £52  
Stanalane
Blackface: £56.50  Kilchiaran  
£53 Conisby  £50.50  Coille  
£49.50  Duich  £46 Coultoon  
£40 Ardtalla Estate.
Feeding ewes
£73.50 and £54.50  Stanalane  
£51.50  Aoradh  £47.50  Kin-
nabus House  £45.50  Kin-
nabus  £43.50  1 Foreland and 
Aoradh.
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX: 148p  Kintra  146p  

143p  Claggan and Pairc A 
Chlasssan  139p  Octofad  138p  
Octofad, Gartbreck, Claggan 
and Kinnabus House  137p and 
136p  Octofad  136p  Starch-
mill, Crackaig, Ardbeg and 
Kilchiaran  135p  Octofad, Fre-
derick Cresc, Kinnabus House 
and Duich  134p  Balima-
rtin  133p  Starchmill, Pairc A 
Chlassan and Kinnabus House  
132p  Octofad and Coille.
TexelX: 152p  Glenegedale 
Lotts  151p  15 Westend  150p  
Kintra  149p  Balaclava  148p  
Woodend  145p  Kintra  144p  
Claggan, Glenegedale, Dun-
lossit Estate and Kinnabus 
House  143p  Ronnachmore, 
14 Westend, Dunlossit Estate, 
Gartness and Ardfin Estate  
142p  Knockrome, Woodend 
and Ardbeg  141p  RSPB Kin-
nabus, Tallant and Lossit ; 140p  
Balaclava  139p  Claggan  138p  
Mulindry, 15 Westend, Leorin, 
Balaclava, Gartness and 1 Fore-
land  137p  RSPB Kinnabus and 
Lossit  136p  Balaclava  134p 
– Stanalane.
BeltexX: 147p  Claggan  142p  
Aoradh
CheviotX: 141p  Aoradh and 
Tormisdale Farm  139p  Torm-
isdale Farm.

Cross: 131p  Pairc A Chlassan
Mule: 135p  Coille  134p  
Leorin  131p  Ardtalla Estate.
Blackface: 131p  Kilchiaran  
126p  Coille

TIREE                  
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX £51 12 West Hynish  
£48.50  Sandaig  £46.50  6 
Barrapol.
TexelX £50.50  Hillcrest  £48 
Benview  £45.50  6 Barrapol
Cheviot:iotX £45 Vaul
Blackface £35.50 6 Crossapol
Ewe lambs
Cheviot:iotX £100 and £82 
Croish
Gimmers
Cross £125, £115, £110  Car-
rachan
Mule £110  Hillcrest  £100  
Druimfraoich.
TexelX £110  Hillcrest  £100 
1 Heanish.
Feeding ewes
SuffolkX £65.50  Druimasaidh  
£63.50  9 Barrapol  £62.50 
2/15 Balevullin  £61.50  Cnoc 
Gorm  £57.50  Druimasaidh  
£55 6 Barrapol  £53.50  9 Bar-
rapol  £51.50  Dunbeag  £50.50  
Whitehouse  £49.50 Crofthouse  
£46.50  6 Balevullin.
TexelX £61.50  Ruaig  £58.50  
Cnoc Gorm  £58.50 Sandaig  
£57.50  Heylipol Farm  £55.50  
Sandaig.
Cheviot:iotX £58.50  Croish  
£57.50  Hillcrest  £56.50  Cr-
oish   £55.50  Hillcrest  £54.50  
Vaul  £54 Scarinish Farm  
£51.50Vaul  £50.50  Hillcrest  
£49.50  Vaul and Croish £48.50  
Skipinnis.
Cross £58.50  2/15 Balevullin 
and Hough  £56.50  6 Bale-
vullin  £55.50  6 Crossapol 
and Heylipol Farm  £53.50  6 
Barrapol  £52.50  Cnoc Gorm  
£51.50  9 Barrapol  £50.50  5 
Kilmoluaig and 10 Balevul-
lin  £49.50 36 Balephetrish  

£48.50  4 Kilkenneth  £45.50 
6 Crossapol.
Halfbred: £51.50  8 Barrapol
Blackface £34 and £33.50  
Scarinish Farm  £30.50 Cnoc 
Gorm.
Rams
Suffolk shearlings
£380, £360, £300, £250 and 
£200 – 2/15 Balevullin
Texel shearlings
£300  Crofthouse  £200  Ruaig  
£160  Ruaig
Cheviot:iot £100  8 Kilmoluaig 
and 9 Barrapol
Beltex £180  Ruaig.

FORT 
WILLIAM
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Store lambs 
Cheviot:ioT Burnbank, Isle of 
Canna, £55; 
Cross 1 Kinsadel, Morar, 
£52.50;
SuffolkX 7 Blaich, Fort Wil-
liam, £49.50; 
TexelXBurnbank, £48; 
BelTexelX: Kilmonivaig, 
Spean Bridge, £47.50; 
Lleyn Garrogie Estates, £45; 
Blackface Insh Farm, Spean 
Bridge, £43.50.
Feeding sheep 
Mule Isle of Muck Farms, 
£51.50;
Cheviot:iot Sandamhor Farm, 
Isle of Eigg, £51; 
Lleyn 19 Blarmafoldach, £48; 
Cross Drimsallie, Kinlocheil, 
£45.50;
Blackface Ardtornish Farms, 
£42.50;
Texel Armadale, £42; 
JacobX Isle of Muck Farms, 
£36.50.

STORNOWAY
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

CharollaisX 10 Vatisker, £57, 
51 Vatisker, £44.50; 

£55.50, 7 Ivorhill, Stornoway, 
£54.50;
SuffolkX 11 New Shawbost, 
Lewis, £55, 7 Fleming Place, 
Stornoway, £52.50; 
TexelX 9 Coll,  Lewis, £55, 4B 
Aird, Lewis, £49.50; 
Texel 15 Knock Point, Lewis, 
£55, £53.50; 
Cheviot:iot 34 Newmarket, 
£52.50, 7 Ivorhill, £47; 
Blackface 30A Aiginish, Lewis 

Suffolk New Shawbost, 
£47.50, Cloverdale, Storno-
way, £39

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg    Graystale £350, 
189.2p;
251300kgs – New Danna £510, 
170p;
301350kgs – Bughtknowes 
£710, 202.9p; 
351400kgs – Polnoon £760, 
199p;

202.6p;

192.5p;
501550kgs – FLeminghill 
£1000, 184.5p; 
551600kgs – Rhynaclach 
£1030, 181.9p; 
601650kgs Rhynaclach £1060, 
168p;
651700kgs Hill £1040, 155.2p
Heifers                                                                               
Up to 250kg – Noblehall £410, 
166.7p;
251300kgs – New Danna £470, 
156.7p;
301350kgs – Polnoon £600, 
174p;

194.2p;

Caddell 170.8p, 
501550kgs – Caddell £895, 
169.6p;
551600kgs – Rhynaclach £955, 
167.8p.
Cows
Graystale (Cha) £1075, Mains 
of Balmadies 130.7p; Lurgan 
(BBX) £965, 141.1p; Milton 
(Lim) £835, Lurgan 120.1p; 
Milton (AA) £795, 114.6p; 
Hillview (Sim) £635, 101.4p; 
West Shawtonhill (HF) £575, 
86.6p.
Forward cattle Mains of Bal-
madies (Lim) £895, 155.3p; 
Newlands (HF) £705, 117.7p; 
Knockhill (Hi) £585, 122.3p.
 Sheep
Lenamhor (SuffolkX:), Bishops 
Walk (Tex) £63.50; Derculich 
(TexelX:) £58.50;  Dercu-
lich (SuffolkX:) £56.80; New 
Danna (DownX), East Laggan 
(TexelX:) £54.80; Craigannet 
(Mule) £54.50; Spittalhill and 
Merkins (Blackface:) £50; West 
Biggs (Blackface:) £49.50; 
Cosyden (Cheviot:) £49.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs
Blackface: – Drynie, Dingwall, 
£52, Tulloch Farm, Dingwall, 
£48, Talisker Farm, Carbost, 
£44.50;
Cheviot: – West Syall, Ardgay, 
£51.50, Agneshill, Balblair, 
£50, 13 Peinchorran, Braes, 
£49;
TexelX: – 1 Uigshadder, Por-
tree, £54.50, Eilean Darrach 
Farm, Dundonnell, £53, 15 
Glenconon, Uig, Courthill, 
Tain, and Eilean Darrach Farm, 
£50;
SuffolkX: – Refouble, Glen-
ferness, £60, Ruthven Farm, 
Torness, £56, Garguston Shore, 
Muir of Ord, £55; 
Cross – 51 Inshes, Inverness, 

£58.50, Monkstadt, Portree, 
£55.50, 3 Tarskavaig, Sleat, 
£50.50;
Oxf – Achnahinich, Plockton, 
£40;
CharX – Achtuie, Drumnadro-
chit, £46; 
CHM – Woodlands, Dingwall, 
£42;
Mule – Achnabat, Torness, 
£51.50, Lower Gartally, Drum-
nadrochit, £47; 
KryX – Killin Farm, Garve, 
£45;
Tex – Scouriebeg, Rearquhar, 
£50.
Ewes
Char gmr – Seafield House, 
£70;
Tex ewe – Scouriebeg, £68; 
Cheviot: gmr – West View, 
Inverness, £62; 
Mule ewe – Scouriebeg, £51; 
TexelX: ewe – Courthill, £46; 
Cross ewe – Cypress Cottage, 
£46;
SuffolkX: ewe – Courthill, 
£40.
Lewis Livestock Producers 
Lambs
Blackface: – 29 Sheshader, 
£46.50, 8 Grimshader, Lochs, 
£44.50, 2B Upper Bayble, 
Point, £43; 
Cheviot: – 22 North Tolsta, 
£44.50, 51 North Tolsta, £43; 
TexelX: – 44 Crossbost , 
£41.50, 43 Gress, £39, 15 
Laxay, £38.50; 
SuffolkX: – 38 Balallan, 
£46.50, 5A Knock, Point, £42, 
2 Keose, Lochs, £40; 
Cross – 13 Crossbost, Point, 
£48.50, 22 Knock, Point, £46, 
38 Balallan, £45.50. 
Ewes
Cheviot: – 11 Branahuie, Stor-
noway, £65, 27 Melbost, Stor-
noway, £57; 
TexelX: – 15 Laxay, £51.50; 
Cross – 11 Branahuie, £46; 
Blackface: – 55 North Tolsta, 
£38.
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles................................£8,150
07 Renault Clio Exp 1.2 5 door in grey, 17,000 miles .......................£7,450
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750
56 Renault Clio Campus Sport, 3 door, silver, 22,500 miles..............£5,450
56/07 Renault Clio Dyn 1.4, 3dr, black, 24,000 miles ......................£6,550
06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles...............£6,350
06 Renault Clio Dyn S, 3dr, red, 11,000 miles .................................£6,995
06 Renault Kangoo Car Exp Dci 86, silver, .......................................£5,850
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
55 plate Renault Modus Exp 1.2 , black, 16,000  miles ...................£5,350
54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles............................£4,850
03 Renault Megane EXP 1.6 5dr Auto, green, 35,000 miles..............£4,250
03 VW Golf 1.4, 5 dr, silver, 49,000 miles........................................£3,950
03 Vauxhall Vectra Sxi 1.8, black, 56,000 miles................................£3,850
01 Rover 25 imp s, 5dr, blue, 46,000 miles......................................£1,950
00 W reg Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec, 3 door, maroon, 73,000 miles ........£1,750

05 Fiat Ulysse Dyn JTD, seven seater, blue................................. £8,750

COMMERCIALS

04 Peugeot Expert .....................................................................£4500+vat
52 Renault Master LWB MRV ....................................................£3550+vat
X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat
W Peugeot Boxer ......................................................................£1250+vat
V Nissan Vanette .......................................................................£1150+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford 
dealer for new and used sales, 

service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors 
North Road 
Fort William 

Tel: 01397 700110

The £2,000 scrappage allowance is subject to qualification and may be withdrawn at any time

New Ford Focus 1.6 Style 5dr

Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr Moondust Silver

New Ford KA Studio 

R.R.P £16,945
Scrappage
Allowance
£2,000
Discount £2,000
Ben Nevis Motors Price

£12,945

Bluetooth / CD Player
Air/Con
Alloy Wheels
Remote Central Locking

£11,795 OTR
36 x £196.72
Deposit £1950
7.9% APR

R.R.P £8,595
Scrappage
Allowance
£2,000
Ben Nevis Motors Price

£6,595

09 58 Seat Ibiza SC 1.6 sport 3 door in  white, immaculate car only 7k miles  £10,495 
08 58 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec Moondust Silver 11246 miles £16,495
08 58 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 3dr Panther Black  5200 miles £12,995
08 08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Titanium 5dr Great Spec only 13,000 miles £12,495
08 08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5dr Alloys CD Player A/C £9,995 
07 57 Mini Cooper Convertible 3dr  British Racing Green  5000 miles £12,995
07 07 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Panther Black Remote Central Locking Elec Windows £6,995
06 56 Ford Transit Connect TDCi  Blue only 17,000 miles £5,995 + VAT
06 06 Ford Fiesta Zetec 5dr Black 1.6 Automatic only 14000 miles £6,995
05 55 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec Blue Alloy Wheels Climate Control £4,595
05 05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr Black Alloy Wheels Air Conditioning £8,495
05 55 VW golf GTi 5dr Black 18” Alloys Center Arm Rest only 33,000 miles £13,995
04 04 Ford Focus Zetec 5dr Moondust Silver Alloys CD Player £4,895
03 53 Peugot 307 S HDi 5dr Silver Remote central locking CD Player AC Excellent MPG £3,495

S&S Services Subaru 
CAR OF THE WEEK

Landrover 90 Defender 
2.5 TDS Hardtop

£11,995 + VAT

Tel: 01292 880080/880440JUST ARRIVED
07 07 Impreza 2.0R 2 litre R Sport.....................

Impreza ....

Forrester ....................................

06 06 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9CD tdi sri ................

03 03 Peugeot 206 CC coupe SE .....................

www.sandsservices.co.uk

08 TOTOTA Hilux Invincible 3.0TD auto, double cab, silver, sat nav, full spec,  £14,950
07 TOYOTA Hilux 2.5 D4 double cab pick up, silver, 30k £9,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab, black, canopy, 30k, £12,650
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab, black, leather, canopy, 20k £10,750
07 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab piuk up, black, canopy, 40k £8,250
06 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, Club cab pick-up, black, towbar, loadliner, 20k, £6,450
06 MITSUBISHI
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick-up, black, leather, 20k,  £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 DID double cab pick –up, silver, canopy £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, did, double cab pick-up, white, 29k, £7,250
06 MITSUBISHI L200, double cab pick –up, met. blue, 20k, choice £6,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up, 50k, towbar, choice £4,650
05 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab pick up, black, liner, 40k £6,450
07 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab, canopy, black, full spec, 20k, £11,950
07 NISSAN Navara King Cab pick-up, silver, alloys, air con, £9,650
06 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab pick up, black, 6 speed, cruise control, £8,950
05 NISSAN Navara king cab, custom built mobile workshop body, 50k, £7,250
07 ISUZU Rodeo Denver Max, double cab pick-up, 3lt, auto, silver £8,950
07 FORD Ranger, single cab pick up, 4WD, new shape, silver, canopy, £8,450
56 FORD Ranger Thunder, double cab pick up, grey, canopy, leather, £7,450
06 FORD Ranger,  double cab pick up, silver, canopy, air con, 40k, £6,950
04 FORT TRANSIT 260, 85 SWB van, white, 30k £4,650
07 SANTANA Station Wagon crew cab,  SP10 LWB,  met blue, 9k, no vat, £8,950 
07 SANTANA Station Wagon ,  SP10 LWB,  9 seater, 18k, no vat, £8,950
JOHN DEERE F1145 FWD, front mount grass cutter, cab, 6ft cut, £2,950
03 JOHN DEERE

LOCHAWE RESCUE BOAT FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN
The Oban Times is pleased to promote and support fundraising 
efforts in a bid to purchase a safety boat to serve the local area.

HELP US MAKE OUR LOCHS
AND RIVERS A SAFER PLACE

Your donation, no matter how small, could make all the difference
Donations can be made by sending cheques or postal orders made payable to: 

Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, OBAN PA34 4HB
or make a donation at your local bank to account number 06015151 sort code 80-17-99



Thursday 24 September, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 21RECRUITMENT

When people pay a visit to their local branch, you will be the first point of contact, 
and we want them to leave with just one impression: that we’re a great bank. Your role
is to help customers to get the great service that they deserve. You might be answering
a question or processing a transaction, but you’re also there to find out how we can 
do more, by recommending our products and services. 

You will have your own personal targets to achieve, which also helps to achieve the
overall branch targets. The better you do the better the rewards. We will provide 
great training for you to deliver the high standard of service that our customers expect. 
You do need some experience of helping customers, answering queries, sorting out
problems and recommending different services and products.  

For more information and to apply please visit 
or call 0845 607 2222 for more information.

A member of Lloyds Banking Group PLC

Closing date 9 October 2009

To apply visit our website

Benefi ts Assistant (3 Posts)
£17,501 - £18,596 
Housing Benefi t Payment Assistant  Lochgilphead Ref: CPF23311
Housing & Council Tax Benefi t Assessor, Temporary

Rothesay Ref: CPF23312T
Housing and Council Tax Benefi t Assessor, Temporary

Dunoon Ref: CPF23313T

Senior Clerical Assistant (2 Posts)
£17,501 - £18,596
Experienced Administrator with IT skills, Temporary

Lochgilphead Ref: CPL22006T/R
Temporary position Lochgilphead Ref: CPF24121T 

Clerical Assistant 
£14,216 - £15,074 Lochgilphead Ref: CPF24132T/2
Sundry Debtor Section vacancy, Temporary

01546 604395 for the above 5 posts

Local Environment Team Operative
£16,417 - £17,961 Mull Ref: OSR00145/R
Temporary

01546 604873 for this post only

SEN Assistant 
£15,530 - £16,990 pro rata Kintyre Ref: CSE62880/4
Dalintober Primary School, 15 hours per week, Term Time, Temporary

Driver/Escort
£7.79 per hour Kintyre Ref: CSE66250/1
Campbeltown, 15 hours per week, Term Time, Temporary

01369 708546 for the above 2 posts

Driver/Roadsweeper
£15,028 - £15,935 Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00488

01546 604625 for this post only

Support Worker (2 Posts) 
£8.51 per hour
Community Services - Adult Care, variable hours  Oban Ref: CSD62065/R
Community Services - Adult Care, Part Time, 17:30 hours per week 

Mid-Argyll Ref: CSC62062/R

Catering Assistant 
£6.92 per hour Mid-Argyll Ref: CSC63156/R2
Adult Care, Ardfenaig, Part Time, 10:30 hours per week

01546 604713 for the above 3 posts

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

OFFICE / ACCOUNTS ADMINISTRATOR 
required for Crear, Kilberry. 

Varied work includes book-keeping, invoicing,
retail sales and general administration. 

Candidates should be experienced users

software packages. 
Competitive pay, depending on experience. 

Apply in writing with a full CV
detailing current salary to 

Kate Lithgow,
Crear, Kilberry, by Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6YD.

WAREHOUSE 
ASSISTANT
We currently require a 

Warehouse assistant for 
our busy Oban Branch. 

Your duties would include 
making up orders 

for delivery, assisting 
customers,

and loading/unloading 
lorries.

Please reply in writing to :- 

Michael Higgins
Rembrand Timber Ltd.

Glenshellach Business Park
Oban PA34 4HG

JANITOR REQUIRED FOR 
OBAN JOINT CAMPUS
You will be required to work 40 hours per 
week, variable between 8am to 10pm.
Uniform will be supplied. Duties, Work Pattern 
and Rate of Pay will be discussed at interview.
4 CLEANERS REQUIRED FOR
LOCHGILPHEAD JOINT CAMPUS
Cleaners: Hours are variable between 10 to 30hrs per week
General Cleaning duties, mopping, dusting, sweeping etc…..
Hours of work to be discussed at interview.
Rate of pay meets National Minimum Wage 
Uniform Supplied
PERMANENT POSITIONS
Contact: Amy Hughes – 0141 643 4312

Lochnell Arms Hotel
North Connel

General Assistant Required
Full time permanent position 
Accommodation available.

Salary dependent on experience

Tel 01631 710 408

Affordable Warmth in Argyll Project 
(funded by The Scottish Power Energy People Trust)

Benefits and Energy Advisor

You will help to tackle fuel poverty in Argyll by providing advice, support 
and advocacy to households on fuel budgeting; benefits/schemes and 
social tariffs and by helping them to improve the energy efficiency of 

their homes. Experience of providing advice/support to individuals and 
knowledge of energy efficiency issues essential.

35 hours per week; job share considered; location: flexible within Argyll
Salary: £21,589; contract until October 2011

Closing date: 5pm on Tuesday 6th October; interview date: 13th October

Education Support Officer

You will raise awareness of energy efficiency and fuel poverty issues 
through talks and activities with schools and by organising campaigns 

and roadshows. Experience of delivering education/awareness in formal 
or informal settings and knowledge of energy issues are essential.

10.5 hours per week; location flexible within Argyll
Salary: £14,000 pro rata; contract until October 2011

Closing date: 5pm on Tuesday 6th October; interview date to be arranged.

Job packs for both posts available from:
 Jane Menzies (jane@alienergy.org.uk; 01631 565183) 

or by downloading from www.alienergy.org.uk.. 
For further information contact Dr Mandie Currie on 0791 937 3097 

or mandie@alienergy.org.uk

GalGael Trust

-
-

-

-

GalGael Trust

-

-

-

MATURE
SENIOR
STAFF

REQUIRED
Full time 
positions

and
maternity cover

Contact
01631 567491 or 

email CV to 

Oban’s 1st Steps
Day Nursery

Part Time 
Secretary

An experienced 
Secretary is required 

by a busy professional 
practice based in 
Lochgilphead.

The ideal candidate should be highly literate and 
numerate and have audio-typing, book-keeping, 

reception and PAYE experience.

An attractive salary and good working conditions will be 
offered to the successful candidate. 20 hours per week.

Applicants should apply in writing giving a brief 
resume of previous experience and current position to:
Martin Stewart, Stewart Consulting, 1 Victoria Buildings

34 Union Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8JS

Vacancy for a Warden/Cook
Starting March 2010 

at Tavool House Outdoor Centre, Tiroran, Isle of Mull. 

A three bedroom bungalow is provided which is in scenic sur-
roundings on the edge of The National Trust for 

Scotland nature reserve on the Burg.

Good home cooking for groups is required during the school 
summer holidays & on other occasions in the Centre during 

the year. The post will suit a couple who could also work from 
home or who have flexible hours with other work.

OS sheet 48 grid reference 437273

Telephone/answer phone 01631 710317 

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute 
where people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

Community Support Assistants (2 posts)

Caledonia Court, Ardrishaig
7 hours per week – 9 am to 12.30 pm Saturday & Sunday
Lochgair Place, Tarbert 
5 hours per week – 9 am to 11.30 am Saturday and Sunday

Salary Grade 7 (£15,399 - £17,111 pro-rata) per annum

The job purpose is to provide a range of housing management services within 
a supportive environment in accordance with the Associations’ policies and 
standards for sheltered housing at our complexes at Caledonia Court, Ardrishaig 
and Lochgair Place, Tarbert

The successful post holders will also be required to provide cover for the 
full time member of staff during periods of annual leave, training and other 
absences so a degree of flexibility would be necessary.

A current driving licence is essential and Certificate in Supported Housing Level 
2 is desirable, but training can be provided to achieve this qualification.

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 9th October 2009
Interviews will be held in Mid October

ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the community and is 
committed to promoting equal opportunities.  This post will be subject to a 
Disclosure Scotland check.

For recruitment pack please contact the HR & Corporate Services 
Department, 63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, 
Tel No 01546 604098 or email fiona.connor@acha.co.uk, 

We currently have a vacancy for a Hatchery Manager at our hatchery 
at Inchmore, which is located 10 miles west of Invermoriston.
The successful candidate will be responsible for the effective daily 
operations at the hatchery and must possess a sound technical knowledge 

systems, together with practical experience of the same.
In addition to the above, the Manager will be required to have effective 
people management skills, together with good communication and planning 
abilities and have a degree of computer literacy. The continued development 
of staff will be required and the Manager will be expected to ensure that each 
individual within the existing team is properly supported and encouraged to 
embrace change and work within a progressive structure.
Beyond the nature of the role, the post holder would be expected to 
undertake over-time as required in order to accommodate the business 
needs of the Hatchery. The successful applicant will be required to assist on 
the Alarm Rota and this will involve staying in the hatchery accommodation 
for approx one week in every 4.

If you would like to be considered for this challenging role, please apply in 
writing, to Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business Resource 
Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33  7PT no later than 
Friday 2nd October 2009.

Hatchery Technician
Inchmore Hatchery

Processing Operatives
Scottish Seafarms Ltd have vacancies for 
processing operatives in their primary Filleting 
Department located at South Shian by Oban.
Full time workers are required.
Competitive hourly rates of pay are on offer 
with overtime where appropriate paid at time 
and a half.

Free transport is provided to and from Oban.
The working day normally runs from 8.30am 
- 5.00pm but because of the nature of the 
business a degree of flexibility is essential and 
overtime is sometimes required to be worked.

To arrange an interview please call 01631 
574000 between 9am and 1pm Monday to 
Friday and ask for Margaret.

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer 
of high quality Scottish salmon. The company is engaged 
in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic salmon 
and are a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture 
industry. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a 
responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for Marine Operatives for 
our Gigha sea site located within our South Production 
Region.

MARINE OPERATIVE 
Isle of Gigha

(Ref: SRGHA/MO2/09)

Closing date for applications: 
5pm Friday 2 October 2009

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay 

pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 

For an application form and job description, please 
contact:

Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd, Ardkinglas Estate, 
Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 415
Email: veronica.anderson@lighthousecaledonia.com

Visit our website at www.lighthousecaledonia.com

Canteen Assistant
(24 hours per week) 

 We currently have a vacancy for a canteen assistant 
within our Blar Mhor Processing Plant in Fort William.  

The main duties of the applicant will be to prepare meals and snacks, order stock 
and general canteen assistant duties such as clearing tables and stocking machines. 

Possession of an Elementary Food Hygiene Certificate would be advantageous.    
The successful candidate will be required to work 24 hours per week on a 

rotational basis Monday to Saturday.  

If you are interested in this post, please apply in writing to: Margaret Boyd, 
Processing Administrator, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Blar Mhor 
Processing Plant, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT. 

Closing date Friday 9th October 2009
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CHANGES TO OPERATIONAL SERVICES
Contact for the following services offered by Argyll and Bute Council is changing:
• Roads & Lighting Faults • Car Parking Fines & Faults
• Domestic Special Uplifts & Bin Purchase • Domestic Bin Uplift Issues
• Abandoned Vehicle & Fly Tipping • Dog Fouling & Dog Control
• Pest Control • General Enquiries

This change will happen on Monday 28 September 2009. Information will be available over the phone or face to 
face at our Customer Service Points. 
For Oban Lorn and Isles phone the Enquiry Line on 01546 605514 where our fully trained customer service 
agents will help you with your request.
For face to face enquiries please visit your local Customer Service Points at:

Council Offices, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban
Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull
For all other services please contact your local office
To find all our latest news log onto the website at 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Lorn Community Learning Centre
5.00 - 6.30pm

Come along to enrol for courses or call in to our 
Learning Centre at McCall’s Terrace, Oban

If you would like more details about any of the courses, 
please contact Lorn Community Learning Centre 

on (01631) 562466, 
or email us on patricia.slater@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

or marieke.steuben@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Courses will be subject to achieving minimum student members.

Fee waivers and senior discounts available.

Community Learning 
and Develpoment

Autumn Courses
SIGN UP NIGHT

Tuesday 29th September 2009

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS
DOOR TO DOOR CANVASS

During the months of September and October canvassers will be visiting properties in Argyll 
& Bute in an attempt to collect information from households where there are currently no 

voters listed on the Register of Electors. 

If your household does not have anyone registered as an elector, you may receive a visit 
from one of our canvassers who will provide you with a voter registration form and also offer 

help and advice, in connection with completion of the form.  The canvasser can take the 
completed form and return it to the Electoral Registration Office for you. 

David C Thomson, Electoral Registration Officer

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
(MALLAIG) (20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

ORDER 2007
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that The Highland Council has made an Order, 
in terms of Section 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, entitled as 
above. The Order was previously advertised in the Oban Times on 6 Decem-
ber, 2007 and its effect is as described therein. The Order was made on 14 
September 2009 and comes into effect on 28 September 2009.

A copy of the Order, as made, together with a copy of the relevant plan can 
be inspected at TEC Services Office, Carrs Corner, Fort William or The High-
land Council Service Point at Lochaber House, High Street, Fort William on 
weekdays during normal opening hours or at The Highland Council Service 
Point, Mallaig & Morar Community Centre, Station Road, Mallaig on Monday 
or Friday between 9 am and 1230 pm; on Tuesday between 2 pm and 5 pm 
or on Wednesday or Thursday between 9 am and 12 noon. Any person who 
wishes to question the validity of the Order or any of their provisions on the 
grounds that they are not within the powers of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act, or that a requirement of that Act or of the relevant Regulations made 
thereunder has not been complied with may, within six weeks from the date 
on which the Order was made, make application for that purpose to the 
Court of Session.

Mr N F Christie, Solicitor The Highland Council, Lochaber House, High 
Street, Fort William 24/09/09

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority intends to appoint one main 
contractor for the above works. The proposals include demolition 
works, new pathways, sea defences (rock armour) and upgrades to 

seating areas and steps. The Works are scheduled to start on the 16th 
November 2009 for completion by 6th March 2010. 

For further information please contact: 
John Renshaw Architects, 86 Constitution Street, 
Leith, Edinburgh. EH6 6RP. Tel: 0131 555 2245. 

Email: Jr.architects@btconnect.com

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR TOWN CENTRE 
IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT TARBERT LOCH FYNE

Proposed Let of a Croft
Mr James Adam, Garraron, 
Ardfern is applying to the 
Crofters Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy 
of part of the croft at 1,2,3 
& 4 Kilvaree, Connel to Mrs 
Gaynor Anglesea, The Old 
Schoolhouse, Ardchattan, 
North Connel.
If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations in 
writing or some other per-
manent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Castle Wynd, 
Inverness IV2 3EQ by the 
8th October 2009, specify-
ing your interest in the appli-
cation and your reasons for 
objecting. A copy of any rep-
resentations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

NOTIFICATION 
OF COMMISSION 
DECISIONS ON 
APPLICATIONS 

TO CREATE NEW 
CROFTS

1. Application by Neil 
MacInytre, owner of 
Larach Bhan Woodland, 
Kilchrenan, Approved.
2. Application by 
Glencreran Estate, owner 
of Glasdrum, Glencreran 
Estate, Appin. Approved.
Parties with an interest 
in any of the above 
applications may appeal 
our decision to the Scottish 
Land Court,  within 42 
days.  Information on how 
to appeal is available from 
the Crofters Commission.

AGM
Adventure

Dalmally 2000
Wednesday, 

September 30th at 7pm
The Church Hall, 
The Old Village, 

Dalmally

Charles
Kennedy MP 
Serving Ross, Skye & Lochaber 

Advice Surgery  
Saturday 26 September, 2009

11am – 12noon
Mallaig and Morar 

Community Centre
All welcome - no 

appointment needed 
Tel: 01349 862152 

charles@highlandlibdems.org.uk
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West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET FOR SALE

WANTED

TRADE

COMMERCIAL
Restaurant / Café / 

Shop premises for lease
Fully equipped restaurant / café / shop premis-
es extending to approximately 71m² (763ft²) 
together with additional food preparation and 
storage area extending to approximately 27m² 
(286ft²) located in a prime trading position in 
Lochgilphead available for lease.
Entry date is by arrangement
The property comes fully equipped with all 
equipment, cutlery, crockery, cooking appli-
ances etc. for use as a retail food outlet al-
though it may be suitable for other use.
For further information contact Gordon 
McLeod, 1 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Ar-
gyll, PA31 8LZ.  Telephone 01546 602986

Large Unit To 
Let In North 

Connel
Suitable for 
Workshop or 

Storage
Tel: 01631 710882

Newly
upgraded one 
bedroom flat 
for rent in 

Campbeltown

Contact
07776 175038

Four Bedroom
DETACHED HOUSE

Fully Furnished
Excellent Location

CONNEL
£700 pcm + 

Utilities & C/Tax
Available for 6 months

From Oct. 1st or Nov. 1st
No D.S.S., smokers or pets.

Ref. essential
Tel: 01631 710560 email: 
black663@btinternet.com

The Oban Esplanade
2 Bed unfurnished 
ground floor flat

6 month’s let, £550 pcm. 
Sale Price circa. £210,000.

21st Century Tel 0141 424 4444.

Flat for rent

centre of Lochgilphead available for long let.
Own car parking space 

No DSS
References required

£420 p.c.m Council Tax
Apply in writing to Box Number 100, Argyllshire 

Advertiser, Argyll Street Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

Wanted long let
One bedroom ground 

floor flat / cottage

Tarbert area

Either furnished or 
unfurnished

Must accept pets

Telephone

07943 986750

FOR SALE
Fixed Price £199,000

Large beautifully converted farm cottage, 
sitting on approx. 0.5 acre of land.

Two bedrooms, lounge/diner, kitchen and bathroom.
Oil central heating, double glazing.
Loft area suitable for conversion.

3.5 from Campbeltown, spectacular views.
Well worth viewing.

Tel: 01586 550428 (evenings) or 07872 564238 (day)

ANDERSON BANKS

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

4 WOODSIDE, CRAIGHOUSE, 
ISLE OF JURA, ARGYLL

Comfortable 3 bedroom 
semi detached house 
with front and rear 
gardens overlooking 
a protected woodland.  
With easy access to the 
village of Craighouse, 
Small Isles Bay and 
local amenities, the 
house has excellent 
potential as a family home or as a well appointed holiday 

The accommodation comprises:- Hall, Lounge/Dining 
area, Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms (one with ensuite facilities), 
Bathroom, Garden. Offers over £90,000

3 DUNROSSIL PLACE, LOCHMADDY, 
ISLE OF NORTH UIST

A nicely presented, 
t i m b e r  c l a d  m i d 
terrace house (one 
in a block of four) 
conveniently situated 
in a small residential 
development in the 
village of Lochmaddy, 
within easy walking 
distance of all services 
and amenities.  The 
property has been well 
maintained and is in 
an excellent state of 
decoration throughout 

an easily tended garden to the front with attractive fencing 
and a patio area to the rear leading to a nicely kept garden 
with drying green.  The accommodation comprises:  Porch, 
Hall, Lounge, Kitchen/Dining Room, Utility, Bathroom, 3 
Bedrooms, Garden. Fixed Price £70,000

QUIRAING, GANAVAN, OBAN
I n d i v i d u a l l y 
designed detached 
dwellinghouse situated 
in a popular and sought 
after residential area on 
the outskirts of Oban.  
Although requiring 
some modernisation it 
gives the opportunity 
for a purchaser to create a stylish family home to their own 
individual taste.  With partial sea views from the front of the 
property and located within walking distance of Ganavan 
Sands, which is Oban’s main sandy beach, the property 
would make an ideal family home within easy reach of Oban 
and all amenities. Attractive and easily maintained garden, 
ample private parking.  The accommodation comprises:- 
Hall, Lounge/Dining, Kitchen, Utility, Toilet, 3 Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, Detached Garage. Offers over £230,000

CARNOCK
BALVICAR 

ROAD, 
OBAN

Deceptive 3 bed (1 ensuite) modern semi 
bungalow. party kitchen, family bathroom.

Offers over £160,000
Copy of Home Owners Report available, just ask. 

TEL 01631 571177

Isle Of Bute
Country Living

For sale
Small well established business trading successfully for 4 years

Attractive leased shop on enviable corner site in Rothesay’s 
main shopping area, offering quality home furnishings and 

gifts from a large exclusive range of suppliers.

Excellent reputation for service

With a wide client base both on and off the island

Retirement sale.

Enquires:  Telephone 01700 505522 between 10am and 5pm

2 bedroom 

Inverlochy
(semi furnished) 

£560 plus 
council tax and 

utility bills. 
Contact

07881581978

Wanted to Rent
Professional 

person,
urgently seeks 
one bedroom 

apartment/ room 
to let

Fort William area. 

Tel 07828934450

To Let Unfurnished

SPEAN BRIDGE
Newly modernised 
house, 4 bedrooms, 
lovely position on 
outskirts of village

£600 pcm
Telephone 

01397 712227

EASDALE ISLAND, BY OBAN
For Sale: A delight-
fully quirky, charm-
ing Traditional De-
tached Cottage with 
outstanding seascape 
& landward views 
on the enchanting In-
ner Hebridean island 
of Easdale.  Double 
glazing, electric heating, solar panel.  Sympathetically 
refurbished and attractively presented accommodation 
comprising: Hall, Lounge, Kitchen/ Dining Room, 
Bathroom, 2 Bedrooms, External Workshop/Store, 
Greenhouse & Shed.  Established garden enclosed by 
local stone walls. Price Guide £180,000

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215
4D SCALPAY TERRACE, OBAN

Accommodation – hall, lounge, kitchen dining area, 3 bedrooms, 
cloakroom toilet and bathroom.
Shared drying area.   In need of upgrading.
FIXED PRICE £65,000

PUBLIC NOTICES

UNITED Auctions sold 1,473 
suckled calves and 6,069 store 
sheep at their September show 
and sale at Stirling with a 
large entry of Kintyre stock 
forward.

Bullocks averaged 169.81p 
(+19.67p on year) and sold to 
to 235.6p per kg and £1,060 
for a Limousin from Mr Lines, 
Killocraw, Campbeltown. 

Heifers averaged 177.16p 
(+16.92p on year) and sold to 
to 276.6p per kg and £1,300 
for a 470kg Limousin from 
Ross Farms.

Ormsary Estates sold cross 
Shorthorn bullocks to 192.1p 
per kilo and £740, also sell-
ing Simmental cross heifers 
to 192.8p per kilo and £670, 
with Shorthorn cross heifers to 
167.1p per kilo and £665.

Show champion and the Best 
Knapdale and Kintyre Calf 
was a 450 kilo Limousin bul-
lock from Rodney Lines, Kill-
ocraw, Kintyre which later sold 
at £1,060 to Lumgair Bros, 
Gask. The reserve champion  
was a 484kg Charolais heifer 
from Messrs Semple, Dip-
pen, Carradale which sold at 
£960 to Morgan Farms, South 
Medrox
Charollais bullocks –
1 Mr Glen, Saddell HF- 478kg 
£970 to Corston Farms
2 Mr Gilmour, Largiemore 
– 414kg £835 to Lumgair 
Bros, Gask
Limousin bullocks –
1 Mr Lines, Killocraw – 450kg 
£1060 to Lumgair Bros, Gask
2 Mr Hamilton, Pardovan 
– 474kg £980 to Mr Taylor, 

Easter Ochtermuthill
3 Monzie Farms – 494kg 
£1020 to Lumgair Bros, Gask
Any other breed of bullocks –
1 Ross Farms – 478kg £990 to 
Mr Lyle, Mid Cambushinnie
2 Mr Carmichael, Nether 
Dalkeith – 492kg £1010 to 
Morgan Farms, South Me-
drox
3 Mr MacCallum, Putechan  
- 532kg £900 to Mr Paul, 
Baljaffrey
Charollais heifer –
1 Mr Glen, Saddell HF – 426kg 
£755 to Mr Kennedy, North 
Cowshaw
2 Mr Semple, Dippen – 484kg 
£960 to Morgan Farms, South 
Medrox
3 Mr Semple, Dippen – 378kg 
£750 to Mr Sim, Kincraig
Limousin heifer -

1 Ross Farms – 470kg £1300 to 
Mr Fotheringham, Ballinloan
2 Mr Carmichael, Nether 
Dalkeith – 574kg £1090 to 
Lumgair Bros, Gask
3 Mr Smith, West Park – 467kg 
£800 to Mr McKilligin, Ma-
hon
Pen of 4 bullocks -
1 Ross Farms – 490kg £1050 
to Corston Farms
2 Mr Smith, West Park – 472kg 
£995 to Morgan Farms, South 
Medrox
3 Ross Farms – 459kg £1010 
To Corston Farms
Pen of 4 heifers
1 Ross Farms – 417kg £870 to 
Mr Meston, Chapelton
2 Ross  Farms – 420kg £815 to 
Mr Meston, Chapelton
3 Mr MacIntyre, Glenehervie 
– 431kg £865 to Mr Duncan, 

Dykes
Pen of Charolais calves –
Ross Farms – 398kg £805 to 
Mr Meston. Chapelton.

In the sheep rings, Scotch 
mule gimmers averaged at 
£112.03 (+£47.10 on year)  
with Braeminzion selling to 
£138 and Ormsary £131.

Scotch mule ewe lambs aver-
gaed at £67.19 (+£25.88 on 
year) with Crosswoodhill to 
£82; Dalbhradden , Strathgar-
ry, Dyke and Clonrae to £80; 
Jerah, Remony, Gartvaigh and  
Cruachan to £79.
Texel cross ewe lambs aver-
aged at £65.98 (+£18.16 on 
year) with Texel cross gimmers 
averaging £131.59 (+£50.70 on 
year). Cross Suffolk gimmers 
from Stronachullin, Ardrishaig 
sold to £138. 

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 1,077 weaned 
calves at their annual district 
ballot show and sale, spon-
sored by the Limousin and 
Charolais Cattle Societies 
at Portree on Monday when 
all classes met an excellent 
demand with quality spring 
born Continental crosses 
selling at premium rates re-
sulting in an increase of £112 
per head on last years sale..

Champion and the winners 

of the D.J. Macdonald 
(Orbost) Memorial Trophy 
was a 470kg Charolais cross 
bullock from W. Nicolson, 
15 Glenconon, Uig, realising 
£880. The reserve, from A. 
Macpherson, Torvaig, was 
a 290kg Limousin cross 
heifer realising £980. 

Special prizes for top 
price per kilo pair or more in 
the Limousin and Charolais 
sections were awarded to 
Brae Eynort, Carbost, for 

a pair of Limousin cross 
heifers realising 290p per 
kilo and to Torvaig, Portree, 
(Macpherson), for a pen of 

realising 289.5p per kilo.
Bullocks averaged 208.7p 

(182.4p last year) and 
sold to 287.2p per kg for 
a pair of 195kg Charolais 
crosses from Corriebheinn 
Farms, Portree, and £880 
for the champion from 15 
Glenconon.

FARMING

Killocraw Limousin is Stirling’s Kintyre show and sale champion

Uig Charolais cross takes Portree title

Ganavan Sands Developments Ltd
Oban 01631 566479  www.ganavansands.com

Ganavan Sands 
Own a home on one of Britain’s award winning beaches

Almost 50% sold

Bungalow plots 
available

Uninterrupted sea 
views from all 

remaining plots

Prices start 
from £385k

Show home open 
12-4pm daily

Recommended by the 
MCS Good Beach Guide – 

“Secluded with wonderful sea views 
     this is a peaceful beach destination.”

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLAN-

NING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON 
SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  

and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 

representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00358/PIPLO

09/00361/FULLO

09/00365/FULLO

09/00368/FULLO

09/00372/FULLO

Development Address

Land 100m South West of 
Coinachan Cottage
Spean Bridge

Bratach Ban
Lettermore
Ballachulish
PH49 4JD

Arisaig Hotel
Arisaig
PH39 4NH

Site 40m West of Caberfeidh
Onich

Site 120m North East of 
Invergarry Hotel
Invergarry

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of garage, sun lounge 
extension, installation of 
windows & patio doors, provision 
of decking and pitched roof to 
flat roof dormers

Erection of decking

Alterations and extension to 
Agricultural Building

Erection of house

Alternative locations
where application may 
be inspected and time 
period for comments

Spean Bridge Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Arisaig Post Office
(14 days

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Invergarry Post Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd had forward 3,246 breeding 
sheep comprising of 1,696 ewes, 
502 gimmers and 1,028 ewe lambs 
at Oban on Tuesday.

Mule gimmers averaged £94.25  
(+£44.54 on year) with gimmers 
from Gordon Grant, Achavaich, 
Isle of Iona selling to £116 and 
£105 Lochnell.

Texel gimmers sold to £108 from 
Inion .

Blackface ewes from Killundine 
Estates sold to £61 and to £55 
Achnaba, to average at £42.43 

(+19.69 on year) while Blackface 
gimmers from A McColl, Mingary 
sold to £76 to average at £56.15 
(+£22 on year). 

Blackface ewe lambs sold to £51 
from Cadzow Brothers, Ardlara-
ich, Luing and averaged £38.44 
(+ £14.44 on year). 

Cheviot cross ewes sold to £63 
from McGregor, Slaterich, Ker-
rara to average at £51.14 (+27.15 
on year) while Mule ewe lambs 
sold to £69 from J Carmichael, 
Fiart, Lismore to average £60.77 
(+£21.49 on year).

Iona Mule gimmers sell to £116
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

Unit 3, Inveralmond Trade Park, Perth, PH1 3TT

•PLUMBING & HEATING
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“I know that Messiah is 
coming  (he who is called 
Christ.) When he comes 
he will tell us all things.’’ 
Jesus said to her,  ‘‘I who 

speak to you am he’’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners,
Builders

& Funeral 
Directors
Breadalbane
Street, Oban
Telephone

01631 562562
or

01631 562203

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

• COUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 

relationship problem?
We can help.

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 

also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 

(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 

Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995

•STEEL & TIMBER
FRAMED BUILDINGS

Ian McAdam
Electrical

Portable Appliance Testing
Mull, Iona, Oban and 

surrounding area.
A specialist service for all  

properties, where staff or members 
of the public have access to 
portable electrical appliances

Caladh, Craigspuir Lane
Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Tel/fax 01688 302629
Mobile 0787 627 1458

Email mcadam32@btinternet.com 

•ELECTRICAL

all Joinery Works

Contact
Kusik Andrzej

07989755289

Building
Contractor

Kitchens
Bathrooms

•BUILDERS & JOINERS

Congratulations
Anne and Dougie

on 30 years of 
marriage
love from

Family and friends 
x x

Happy 21st 
Michael Porter

Love from Mum, 
Dad and Sasha 

Happy 18th
birthday
Sarah

Lots of love
Daniel and Mia

xx

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY CARRIER 

CAR SEAT Mamas and 

DINING BOOSTER SEAT 

MOTHERCARE PLAYPEN 

PLAYTIME SWING battery 

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

MARLEY ETERNIT 
W E AT H E R B O A R D I N G 

SHOVEL builders shovel, 

TILES  1 box Johnstone blue 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND
ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

NINTENDO GAME BOY 
ADVANCE SP, royal blue, 

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

stainless steel, used but good 

FRIDGE MASTER 

oven and high level grill 

STAINLESS STEEL 

WASHING MACHINE 

 DOMESTIC PETS
AFRICAN GREY PARROT 

 FREE AND SWAP
PORTABLE TV CRT 

 FURNITURE

modern, integral ladder, 

COFFEE TABLE solid 

CONSERVATORY TABLE 
AND CHAIRS round 

double bed base, slatted base, 

LEATHER CHESTERFIELD 

MIRROR DOOR 

TV VIDEO CABINET 
mahogany glass door on 

WOODEN STEP STOOL 

 GARDEN

door, louvre vent irrigation 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE AND 

mantle and hearth, has natural 

M A H O G A N Y 
MANTLEPIECE traditional 

OIL FILLED HEATER 

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS

MACHINE and ribber, lave 

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CEILING SPOTLIGHTS 

 HOME OFFICE
PRINTER all in one Brother 

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

 LIVESTOCK

 LOST AND FOUND

ago, Abyssinian short haired 

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

home or abroad. Order on-

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

MOTO-CROSS BODY 

SPADA MOTORCYCLE 

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

RED EARTHFIRE 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

CANOE PADDLE Canadian 

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

CHANGED ADDRESS? 

Printing and Stationery, 

 TOYS AND GAMES

to mention, all in great 

WANTED

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

FISHING GEAR 
extensive range 

SCRAP METAL 

PERSONALS



THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
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ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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A CELEBRATION of the Rev Jeff 
McCormick’s 25 years’ service 
to the Parish of Ardchattan as 
minister was held at the weekend.

On September 12 1984, the Rev 
McCormick was ordained and 
inducted as minister of the parish 
and 25 years on parishioners 
ranging in age from nine months to 
almost 99 years, as well as friends, 

BIRTHS
BENSON - At Princess 
Royal Maternity Hospital, 
Glasgow, at 07:39 on 
September 17, 2009, to 
Robert and Lorraine, a son, 
Finlay Alexander Benson. 
First grandchild for Tom and 
Alice MacInnes, Culloden, 
Inverness.
DUNLOP - David and 
Vivienne (née Hopperton) 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Fallon Madge Hopperton, 
at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, on 
Monday, September 14, 
2009. A little sister for Isla 
and Iona. Sincere thanks 
to doctors and staff in Port 
Appin, Oban and in the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital.

GORDON - Colin 
(formerly of Isle of Seil) 
and Carolyn are delighted 
to announce the arrival 
of their daughter, Emma 
Eilidh, born September 6, 
2009 at the Princess Royal 
Maternity, Glasgow.  First 
grandchild for John and 
Kathleen Gordon, Easdale, 
Isle of Seil.
IRVINE - Andrew and 
Stephanie (née McDougall) 
are delighted to announce 
the arrival of their new 
baby daughter Amelia Jane 
(Amy), born August 22, 
2009. A beautiful baby sister 
for Lily. Sincere thanks to 
Oban Maternity and Paisley 

attention.

MARRIAGES
MACINNES - ORMEROD
- At Headlands, Newquay, 
Cornwall, on Saturday,  
September 12, 2009, 
Thomas David, youngest son 
of Tom and Alice MacInnes, 
Culloden, Inverness, to Miss 
Nicola Lyndsey Ormerod, 
Liskeard, Cornwall.

GOLDEN WEDDING

MACINNES -
ROBERTSON - At St 
Columbas Cathedral on 
September 23, 1959, by 
Father Thomas Wynne, 
Margaret MacInnes to 
George Robertson. Present 
Address 59 Lorn Road, 
Dunbeg.

DEATHS
EDMUNDS - Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands General 
Hospital, on Saturday 
September 19, 2009, Janet in 
her 87th year, Lechnabaan, 
Isle of Iona, formerly The 
Lodge, Kilmartin. Loving 
wife of the late John and 
dear mother of Val and 

the late Marion. Funeral 
Service will be on Thursday, 
September 24 at 12.30pm 
in Iona Parish church, 
followed by interment at 
Reilig Odhrain, Iona.
GOTTS - Peacefully at 
Fraserburgh Hospital on 
Saturday, September 12, 
2009, Gabrielle Barbara 
Ann Macphail Holt (Gay), 
aged 84 years, beloved 
wife of Donald, much loved 
mother of Daniel and Ruth, a 
loving sister of Deirdire and 
James and the late Patrick.  
Funeral took place at Tyrie 
Church on September 18.
HART - Michael, in hospital 
on September 16, 2009, aged 
28, a beloved son and brother, 
who will be sadly missed. 
Funeral Service at Keil 
Church, Lochaline, Argyll, 
on Tuesday September 29, 

only please, but if desired 
donations for Lochaline 
Community Fund.
HENDERSON - Suddenly, 
at home in 8 Torlum, 
Benbecula, on Thursday, 
September 3, 2009, John, 
aged 71, beloved husband 
of Agnes, and a much loved 
father and grandfather who 
touched the hearts of many, 
leaving us all with memories 
that will never be forgotten.
Fois shiorruidh thoir dha a 
Thighearna agus solus nach 
diobair dearrsadh air.
MACFARLANE - On  
September 19,  2009, 
peacefully at Glassary 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, Dolina 
(Dolly) MacLellan, in her 
89th year, beloved wife of 
the late James MacFarlane, 
much loved mother of Mary, 
Sandy, Kathleen, Donnie, 
Angus, Sheena and the late 
Jim and Elizabeth, mother-
in-law of John and Jimmy, 
a dearly loved granny and 
great-granny. Funeral service 
was held at St Margaret’s, 
Lochgilphead, on  September 
23, interment thereafter at 
Achnabreac Cemetery.
STRANG - Peacefully 
on September 20, 2009, at 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch, Martha (Mona) 
Strang (née Dunlop), 
formerly of 12 Cnoc A 
Challtuinn, Clachan Seil and 
Govan, Glasgow.  Wife of the 
late Donald Strang (Electrical 
Engineer and Marconi 
Agent).  Mother of Roy, 
Carolan, Moira and Allan, 
sister of the late Chrissie, 
Betty and Ruth, loving nana 
to all the grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

HENDERSON - Agnes and 
family wish to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness, support and 
sympathy following the 
sudden passing of John. 
Special thanks to ambulance 
staff Iain and Claire and Dr 
Johnson. Grateful thanks 
to Fr Ross Crichton for his 
support and to Fr Calum 
MacLellan and Rev Andy 
Downie for their comforting 
funeral service. Grateful thanks 
also to Angus MacPhee for the 
funeral arrangements. Sincere 
thanks to John’s friends and 
former colleagues at BT. Kind 
donations to the “Heartstart” 
collection raised £670.
MACIVER - Jimmy. Nan 
and family of the late Jimmy, 
would like to thank most 
sincerely family and friends 
for all their beautiful tokens 
of love and support at this 
sad time. A special thank you 
to John Murray for spiritual 
support and a personal and 
moving service. Jimmy is 
sadly missed.
MACKINNON - Alexander 
(Andy). The family of the 
late Andy MacKinnon, 
Linwood and Coll, would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness and support 
through their cards, phone 

received following their 
sad bereavement. Special 
thanks to Rev Malcolm 
Muir for his comforting 
service and to all who paid 
their respects at the church 
and graveside, particularly 
those who travelled from the 
mainland. Thanks also to D 
and A Munn (Oban), the 
doctors and nursing staff in 
Linwood and on Coll and to 
Julie and Kevin at the Coll 
Hotel for their hospitality.
WILSON - Cathie and 
family wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for their 
cards, telephone calls and 

their recent sad loss of 
Bobby (Robert). Thanks 
also to Dr Swan and staff 
at Dalmally Surgery, Dr P 
Clarke, Helen and Jackie 
and all the staff of ward C, 
Lorn and Islands District 
General Hospital, for their 
care throughout his illness, 
the Marie Curie nurses for 
their care and kindness in 
his own home, Rev Gibson 
and Rev MacLeod for a very 
personal and comforting 
service, Fraser McGlynn and 
Phyllis Crawford for their 
musical accompaniments, 
Stan Lupton, Funeral 
Directors, for their helpful 

Glenorchy Lodge for their 
catering. Thanks also to all 
who attended Glenorchy 
Church and graveside to pay 
their respects. The retiral 
collection raised £525.00 
for Oban Hospice.

IN MEMORIAM
ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of William Stuart 
(Andy) who died September 
25, 2005. A dearly loved 
father, father-in-law and 
papa. 
A loving father is now at rest
For each of us he done his 
best
His love was great, his heart 
was kind
A beautiful memory left 
behind
- Mandy Margaret and 
Alaine. 
CARMICHAEL - In 
loving memory of Duncan 
Carmichael who died 
September 25, 1989, much 
loved father and grandfather.
- From all the family, home 
and abroad.
CRESSEY - In loving 
memory of Margaret Theresa 
Cressey.  Born  September 
12,  1943, died September 
27,  2007.
- Love and miss you always.  
Emma and Rebecca. Xxxx.
KENNEDY - In loving 
memory of Shaun who passed 
away on September 24, 2008, 
a dear son and dad.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Mum, Neil and Cameron.
KENNEDY - In affectionate 
memory of my dear nephew, 
Shaun, who died September 
24, 2008.
 At rest.
- Isobel.
KENNEDY - Remembering 
with affection Shaun 
Kennedy, who died 
September 24, 2008.
Rest in peace.
- Anne, Willie and family.
MACCORMICK - In 
loving memory of our 
parents, Fergie, who 
died September 26, 1997 
and Chrissie, who died 
September 10, 2003.
Our lips cannot speak how 
we loved them
Our hearts cannot tell what 
to say
But God only knows how 
we miss them 
In our home that is lonely 
today
Our Lady of the Isles pray 
for them.
- From all the family.
MACCORMICK - In 
loving memory of our 
dearly loved parents and 
greatly missed grandparents, 
Chrissie and Fergus 
Memories are like threads 
of gold
They never tarnish or grow 
old.
- Joan and John Paul xx.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear parents 
and grandparents, George, 
died August 16, 1992 and 
Chrissie, died September 
17, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mary, Peggy, Hugh, 
Christine and families. 
MACLEAN - Remembering  
Calum Lachlan Donald, a 
much loved and missed son 
and brother, tragically killed 
September 20, 2001.
- Inserted by Eoghainn 
and Anne, brothers Niall, 
Sheumais, and Eoghainn 
their wives and familes. 
McCORQUODALE - 
Treasured memories of 
Iain, a much loved dad and 
grandpa who passed away 
September 29, 2008.
In tears we saw you sinking
We watched you fade away
Our hearts were almost 
broken
You fought so hard to stay
but when we saw you 
sleeping
So peacefully free from 
pain
We could not wish you back 
dad
To suffer that again.
- Sine, Bruce, Owen and 
Arron.
-  Loved and remembered 
always, Beryl.
McCULLOCH - In loving 
memory of a dear wife, 
mother and grandmother, 
Margaret Cameron 
Stevenson, who died 
September 30, 1996.
Fondly remembered.
- By her husband, children 
and grandchildren at home 
and in Canada.
MARSHALL - In loving 
memory of our dear 
husband, dad and grandpa, 
Iain who passed away on  
September 21, 2008.
Time passes, memories stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Norma, Iain, Anne, 
Margaret, Graeme, Peter  
and Ross.
MATHESON - In loving 
memory of a much loved 
brother and brother-in-law
Murdo Ian, who passed 
away September 17, 2007. 
Psalm 107 V 30
- Flora and Duncan 
MacNicol.
MATHESON - September 
17, 2007. In memory of a 
much loved uncle. To the 
world you were Murdo Ian 
Matheson, to me you were 
the world.
- Your loving niece, 
Mary Ann and David 
MacDonald.
MILLIN - In loving 
memory of my mother who 
died September 27, 1980, 
also my father who died 
May 10, 1986.
- Inserted by their son, 
Creagan, Strontian.
MOFFAT - In loving 
memory of my pal Alisdair 
who died September 28, 
2008.
Best pals forever.
- Iain.
SPINK - Duncan.  Fondest 
memories of Duncan, a 

dearly loved husband, 
father and brother, who died 
September 20, 2007.
In our thoughts each day.
- Jessie, Elspeth and Jean. 
THOMSON - Isabel, in 
fond and loving memory of 
granny, Isabel, who passed 
away September 28, 2001.
Precious memories keep 
you near
As time unfolds another 
year.
- Fiona, Roddy and family 
and Gordon.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
FARQUHARSON - 
A Memorial Service 
for  Charles  Edward 
Farquharson (late of 
Portsonachan) will be 
held at St James’s Church, 
Ardbrecknish on Saturday, 
September 26, at 1pm.  All 
friends invited.

FORBES
Michael and Pasiphae 

are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
their son Matthew on 
September 7, 2009.

Many thanks to 
Oban Maternity and 

Paisley.

BLACK - NELSON
On September 22, 1959, 

in Glasgow, Donald 
to Roma, by the Rev 
Peter MacPhail, Fort 

William. Present Address 
Achnacroish, Lismore.

WE DID IT BABE xxx
Living our dreams together was the most fantastic adventure of 

our love for each other and of our life, you know how much!

I MISS YOU BABE x
Sleep peacefully now my darling! 
 You will be forever in my heart.

All my love  x f x

P.s. Compared to us darling
BONNIE & CLYDE were amateurs x     

STEWART  -  FINDLAY  -  BOWMAN 
5/4/1946 - 16/9/2009

Thought for the week

Wisdom and justice

THE FIRST whist drive 
of the year in Taynuilt has 
raised £98 for the primary 
school’s parent council.

Six tables took part last 
Friday with Leslie Servant 
as card master.

Results: Ladies – 1 
Stella Huntingford; 2 

Marina MacInnes, Connel; 
3 Bethany and Holly 
Ferguson. 

Prize
The consolation prize 

went to Fiona Campbell and 
the travelling prize was won 
by Marina MacInnes.

Gents – 1 Brenda 

MacLean (playing as a 
gent); 2 Gavin Carswell; 
3 Jim Grout, Connel; 4 
Mary Mitchell (playing as 
a gent).

The next whist drive will 
be October 23 and will be in 
aid of the Children in Need 
charity.

The Scottish mace is used to signify 
that a meeting of the Parliament 
is taking place. It has a formal, 
ceremonial role in all meetings of 
the Scottish Parliament.

At the start of each meeting, the 
mace is carried into the Chamber 
by one of the Parliamentary staff, 

and placed on a table in front of 

Members stand at their places 
until the mace has been placed and 

seat.
The mace is constructed of 

Scottish silver with an inlaid band 
of gold panned from Scottish 
rivers. The gold band is intended 
to symbolise the marriage of the 

Parliament, the land and the people. 
The words ‘Wisdom, Justice, 
Compassion, Integrity’ are woven 
into thistles at the head of the mace 
to represent the aspirations of the 
Scottish people for the Members of 
their Parliament. These four words 
come straight from the Bible:

‘The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.’ (Psalm 
111:10); ‘The integrity of the 
upright guides them.’ (Proverbs 
11:3); ‘What does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God?’ (Micah 6:8); ‘As God’s 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience.’ (Colossians 3:12)

As pointed out by Rev Bob 
Nelson in the Oban Times on 3rd

September, when we think of 
Jesus we think of someone who 
was moved with compassion. 
Bob made reference to Kenny 
MacAskill who, like Pontius Pilate, 
could have washed his hands of the 
whole affair. But having nothing 
beyond a desire to see that natural 
justice would prevail he decided 
to show compassion to Abdelbaset 
Ali Mohmed al Megrahi. In this 
he was supported by the Scottish 
churches and his decision was 
undergirded by the words woven 
into the head of the Scottish Mace 
– Wisdom, Integrity, Justice and 
Compassion.

Rev Murdoch MacKenzie

The Reverend Jeff McCormick 
and his wife, Fiona, cut the 

celebration cake.

Episcopalian bishop of Argyll 
and the Isles retires

Minister
celebrates
25 years at 
Ardchattan

family and former colleagues 
from across Scotland, gathered to 
celebrate his silver jubilee.

Following much preparation by 
everyone involved, the festivities 
started on Saturday evening with a 
lively family ceilidh and supper in 
North Connel Hall.

On Sunday the celebrations 
moved across the parish when 
the congregations from the two 
churches in Ardchattan joined 
together in Benderloch for 
morning service in a packed St 
Modan’s Church.

Jeff is only the fourth minister to 
have held the post in the past century 
and Alexandrina Macdonald and 
Rhona MacDonald,  widows of the 
parish’s two previous ministers, 
were able to be present to join in 
the celebrations. 

Following the service, 
churchgoers walked along the 
road in bright sunshine to the 
Victory Hall where more than 100 
folk watched Jeff and Fiona cut 
a celebratory cake and enjoyed a 
delicious sit-down buffet lunch, 
to which many of them had 
contributed.

After lunch Malcolm Macdonald, 
himself a son of Ardchattan Manse, 
entertained the assembled with ‘a 
short history’. 

He had served as the convenor of 
the vacancy committee at the time 
of Jeff’s appointment and spoke 
of there having been 14 original 
applicants for the post and of the 
successful selection of ‘the young 
minister’.

On behalf of the parish, Mary 
Ferguson presented Jeff with a 
new set of robes, then Sarah Jane 
Ferguson and Edward Childs gave 
Fiona an Orkney pendant and 
earrings and a bouquet as tokens 
of appreciation to mark the event.  

coffee morning of the summer for a group 
of ladies that have raised more than £2,000 
for their church from their weekly event.

Ladies from Oban Congregational Church 
have been running a coffee morning every 
Monday since May at the church centre in 
aid of church funds.

Church minister Reverend Ken Hunter 
said: ‘I can’t praise or thank them enough 
for their fundraising effort and without their 

the way it has.
‘I would also like to thank the people who 

came to support the coffee mornings and a 
special mention to Robert Clark who has 
come along every week to welcome people 
at the door.’

19th of the summer but the money raised 

church through the winter months.

Five of the ladies, from left: Lilian 
Wren, Catherine MacGillivray, Janet 

Gladman, Beatrice Keenan and Frances 
Grantham. 08_t39coff01

Final coffee morning 
of the summer

BISHOP Martin Shaw, Bishop 
of Argyll and the Isles for the 
Episcopalian Church, says 
farewell to his diocese and home 
in Oban next week.

The bishop and his wife, 
Elspeth, are heading south to 
Exeter, Devon, to retire although 
he admits that he has several 
‘projects’ up his sleeve.

Originally from Paisley, Bishop 
Shaw previously served on the 
staff of Exeter Cathedral and it 
was where he and his wife brought 
their family up.

Although his home for the 

much of that time has been spent 
travelling around the diocese from 
the Butt of Lewis to Southend in 
Kintyre, Ardnamurchan, all the 
islands, including the Clyde islands 
and as far east as Tyndrum.

‘I have spent a lot of time on the 
road and in my time have travelled 
around 98,000 miles,’ he said.

A lack of young people in the 
church and in the West Highlands 
in general was a concern, one which 
he said he had tried to address in the 
church by encouraging teams of 
people to run churches rather than 
it all being left to individuals.

‘There are also fewer and fewer 
clergy around so we are more and 
more dependent on lay people and 
volunteers,’ he added.

‘It has been quite a challenge,’ 
he said of his time in Argyll and the 
islands, ‘because the Episcopalian 

against this assumption that it is 
for English people.’

But he felt that the Episcopalian 
church often led the way when 
it came to ecumenical work and 
thanked the small numbers of 
Episcopalians spread over a wide 
area for their efforts on this front.

Bishop Shaw will also be missed 

enjoyed by congregations and 
he recently sang at a concert in 
Oban’s St John’s Cathedral along 
with his daughter, opera singer 
with English National Opera 
Madeleine Shaw and her husband 
Aemon Mulhall.

Elections for a new bishop will 
start next week, in the meantime 
the Bishop pf Moray, Ross and 
Caithness will cover the diocese 
and Provost Norman MacLean 
will be the commissary.Martin Shaw, Episcopalian 

Bishop of Argyll and the Isles. 

First whist drive of the year in Taynuilt

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Saturday 27 September 2009

Trinity 16
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Choral Mattins ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Parish Eucharist ........... 11.30
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Norman MacCallum, 
Provost

(01631) 562323
St James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Choral Evensong for 
Harvest .......................... 15.30

St Columba, 
Gruline, Mull

Harvest Thanksgiving
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 27 September 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 27th September

Skippinish Ceilidh 
House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

CHURCH NOTICES

OBAN
MEMORIALS
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Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

CHARITY DONATIONS
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DIRECTORS



Shinty leagues
Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Newtonmore
Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Kyles Athletic
Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber
Inveraray
Bute
Glenorchy

Skye
Kilmallie
Caberfeidh
Lovat
Beauly
Strathglass
Kinlochshiel
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Lovat
Glengarry
Skye
Newtonmore
Kilmallie
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel

Lochside Rovers
GMA
Kilmory
Oban Celtic
Inveraray
Ballachulish
Tayforth

Taynuilt
Strachur
Aberdour
Kyles
ColGlen
GlasgowMid Argyll 
Bute
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Beauly
Lochbroom
Aberdeen U
Lochaber
Strathglass
Boleskine
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty fixtures
Shinty

13 9 4 0 49 14   22
16 8 2 6 32 31   18 
11 7 3 1 45 18   17
15 7 2 6 28 26   16 
14 6 3 5 35 32   15
13 7 1 5 24 24   15
13 4 3 6 18 35   11
12 4 1 7 25 29     9
11 2 3 6 15 22     7
16 1 213 13 54    4 

14  9 1 4  34 20   19
13  9 0 4  50 28   18
15  9 0 6  27 22   18 
11  7 3 1  26 11   17 
14  6 1 7  27 29   13  
11 5 1 5   33 22   11
10 5 1 4    24  24 11
13 2 1 10   8  48    5
11 0 0 11   7  32    0

11  9 1 1  42  19  19
10  7 1 2  38 16   15 
  9  6 0 3  23  17  12
10  3 2 5  27  33    8
  9  3 1 5  24  30    7 
11  2 1 8  23  35    5
10  2 0 8  17  44    0

14 12 2 0  56  11 26
1511 1  3 57  24  23
12  9 1 2  47  13  19
15  9 0 6  51 36   18
14  6 2 6  36 31   14
15  5 2 8  32 46   12
13  5 1 7  27 39   11
13  3 0 10  17 48   6
13  2 011  24 60    4
12  1 110  16 55    3 

1212 0 0  60 13   24
13  7 1 5  31 27   15
14  7 0 7  43 45   14
  9  6 1 2  27 14   13
13  5 2 6  23  32  12
13  3 4 6  31 42   10
11  4 1 6  23 21     9
10  3 2 5  18 16     8
13  1 111 17 63  3

17  14 0 3 69 14  28 
17  13 1 3 62 21  27
17  11 2 4 58 27  24
16  11 0 5 76 34  22
14   7 0 7  52 46  14 
13   6 1 6  30 26  13
15   4 110 25 53    9
14   4 010 18 46    8
15  3 0 12 18 73    6
14  0 1 13 11 79    1 

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final

Fort William 4 Kyles Athletic 3

Shinty

Shinty
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Saturday, September 26  
    
Bullough Cup Final 
Kyles  v Lochside Rovers  
Innes Woods
Goal Judges 
John Crawford, Jim Innes
The Winterton Inveraray 
2.30pm

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Kingussie v Bute   
Ron Kennedy
Lochaber v Kyles Athletic  
Billy Wotherspoon
Newtonmore v Inveraray  
Calum Duff
Oban Caman v Fort William
Ted McDonald

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Strathglass  
Ronnie Campbell
Kilmallie v Lochcarron  
Colin MacDonald
Kinlochshiel v Beauly
Graham Irving
Lovat v Inverness   
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Kilmory v Tayforth  
Dunkie Kerr

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry v Glenurquhart  
Donald MacRae
Kilmallie v Skye   
Charles Young 12 noon
Kingussie v Lovat
Deek Cameron 12 noon
Kinlochshiel v Caberfeidh 
John MacLeod 12 noon
Newtonmore v Fort William
David Mitchell 12 noon

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute v Col Glen   
Euan Pearson
Glenorchy v GMA  
Dougie Cameron 
Strachur  v Taynuilt
Robert Baxter Jnr

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni  v Boleskine
George O’Rourke
Inverness v Ardnamurchan  
Jock Matheson
Lochaber v Beauly
John Angus Gillies 11.30am
Strathglass v Lochcarron  
Daniel MacRae

FORT WILLIAM retained the 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
for the third consecutive year at 

A young and enthusiastic 
Kyles Athletic aimed to 
emulate their team of ‘94 when 
they last lifted shinty’s top 
trophy - at the expense of Fort 
William - and they almost pull-
off a fairytale ending in front of 
a huge travelling support which 
were carried on an emotional 

minutes.
Amid blue skies and blustery 

showers, Kyles took the game 
to their more fancied opponents 
in the opening quarter of the 
game, with the pace and drive 
of Duncan Kerr and Robbie 
MacLeod causing several 
concerns for the Fort faithful.

Fort defender Duncan Rodger 

minute late swing at Kerr as the 
diminutive Kyles’ forward dare 
dance around Rodger once too 
often.

In the ninth minute Fort 
William goalkeeper Scott 
McNeil made a diving save 
at the feet of David Martin 
- and Martin’s chipped pass 
opened the Fort defence for 
Kerr minutes later but Kerr had 
strayed offside. Within another 
minute a long shy from captain 
Grant Irvine found Martin 

running in on McNeil but he 

target from four yards.
For 25 minutes Kyles had 

played all the neat, thoughtful 
shinty but it lacked a cutting 

if to emphasis the point, Fort 
William struck against the 
run of play. Veteran forward 
Victor Smith looked to have 
blocked a shot from team mate 
Bryan Simpson on the edge of 
the area, until Smith cleverly 
moved the ball away from his 

shot which squeezed between 
the arm and body of Kyles’ 
keeper Kenny MacDonald.

Fort William, on the back 

with a new-found urgency. 
Kyles’ defender Colin MacColl 
was booked for a one-handed 
swing across John MacDonald 
as the Fort William captain 
threatened from the right - and 
a Victor Smith swirling shot 
from the right was calmly 
stroked away by the veteran 
Kyles’ keeper.

Chris Bamber and Grant 
Irvine became involved in a 
tussle that resulted in Bamber 
becoming the third player in 
referee’s Ronnie Campbell’s 

was perhaps fortunate that the 
referee opted for yellow rather 
than a straight red card.

half, Gary Innes, who had 
found Roddy MacDonald of 

to lose, had an excellent chance 
when the ball broke to him at 
the left edge of the Kyles’ box 
but young MacDonald did just 
enough to put Innes off and the 
shot skidded wide.

After the interval, Fort 
William manager Drew 
McNeil introduced the strength 
and guile of James Clark to 
his forwardline and the match 
winner of previous Camanachd 
Cup Finals wasted no time in 

the ball after the Kyles’ defence 
were drawn to the ball leaving 
Clark, who has missed most of 
Fort’s league season through 
injury, unmarked.

Play rushed to the other end, 
with Scott McNeil producing 
a stunning save from a 35 
yard Kerr effort but Kyles, 
now with Grant Irvine playing 
further forward, struggled to 
hold as much of the ball as they 

Fort William tightened their 

On the hour, John MacDonald, 
who must have covered every 

level surface, broke at pace 
from the left to unleash a shot 
which clipped the outside of 
MacDonald’s left-hand post 

MacKinnon raced in from the 
left, drew MacDonald from his 

ball wide of the empty net.
The cup tie looked out of 

Kyles’ reach when Gary Innes 
smashed home a third goal to 
the roof of the Kyles’ net and 
the majority of the large crowd 
were convinced that the result 
was now not in doubt.

But nobody told the Kyles 
players - and with a dogged 
determination that has seen 
them launch several dramatic 
comebacks this season, they 
rolled their sleeves up and set 
about chased a supposed lost 
cause.

There then followed an 
almost surreal six minute spell 
that had the large blue section 
of the crowd in raptures.

In the 72nd minute, Kyles 
had a strong penalty claim 
waved away as Robbie 
MacLeod was tripped in the 
box but three minutes later 
they dragged a goal back when 
Fraser MacDonald drifted a 
yard off Neil Robertson at a 
corner and his low shot slipped 
under keeper McNeil.

Play quickly moved to 
the other end where Kenny 

MacDonald made an 
outstanding save high to his left 
to deny James Clark. Inspired 
by the keeper, Duncan Kerr 
then stunned the Fort support 
when he found the back of 
McNeil’s net from fully 35 

single goal.
From the restart, the twisting 

and turning Kerr was then 
cynically fouled by John 
MacLeod who was yellow-
carded, and from the resultant 
free-hit, Irvine found Kerr 
wide right and he lashed home 
an equaliser from a very tight 
angle.

Fort were shell-shocked - 
Kyles ecstatic.

With the clock ticking down, 

now went in search of the 
match winner - and here, their 
inexperience may have allowed 
Fort William a weakness to 
exploit.

As the blue tide surged 
forward they were left exposed 
at the back - into this gap 
raced Innes who carried the 
ball towards the right byeline 
before releasing a measured 
pass into the path of the on-
rushing Clark who crashed it 
beyond the keeper.

William had retained their 
crown, Kyles Athletic their 
dignity - and shinty was the 
overall winner.

Picture - John MacTavish

Three in a row for Fort

SCOTTISH comedian, Billy 
Connolly has urged the 
people of Scotland to make 
shinty our national sport.

During his live show this 
week at the Usher Hall, 
Edinburgh, Billy joked about 
the recent performances of 
the Scottish football team 
and said that shinty should 
now be the national sport 
of Scotland - we thought it 
was!

Connelly urges 
Scots to make 
shinty national sport

FORT William’s under 14 shinty stars won 
the Kenneth MacMaster Cup Final for a 

Skye in a match which preceded the 
Scottish Hydro Electric Camanachd Cup 
Final at Oban.

The trophy was presented by Kenneth 
MacMaster’s son David, who had orginally 
donated the trophy in honour of his father. 

Immediately following the Camanachd 
Cup Final,  Milngavie and Bearsden 

Scottish Hydro Development Trophy.
This is the second time Milngavie and 

Bearsden have won the competition since 
its establishment in 2005 and it has been 
supported by Scottish Hydro since 2007. 

Cup success for 
shinty’s rising 
stars of the future

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1600

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J MacLean, Palmerston Drive, Dumfries and L Wilson, Ardfuar, Taynuilt



STEWART MACKENZIE 
at the Scottish Hydro 

Camanachd Cup Final

Shinty

Shinty

Shinty
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THE Albert Smith Memorial 
Medal for Man of the Man 
in Saturday’s Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup Final was 
awarded to young Donald 
Irvine of Kyles Athletic for 

the Kyles’ defence.
The young player, who 

displayed a very affective, 
common sense approach to 
the task in hand, was taken 
completely by surprise when 
the announcement was made 
after the match.

He was presnted with his 
medal by Mrs Rena Smith, 
Fort William.

The three-man selection 
panel for this annual award 
must have had their work 
cut out this year with several 
candidates staking their 
claim to the prize over the 
90 minutes.

Among the outstanding 
performances were both 
team captains - Fort 
William’s John MacDonald 
and Kyles Athletic’s Grant 
Irvine who both led by 
example, covering acres of 
turf in support of their team 
mates.

Fort William’s Duncan 
Rodger must also have been 
on the shortlist, as would 
Kyles’ Duncan Kerr, who 
so nearly turned the cup tie 
around with two wonderful 
goals within minutes of each 
other.

James Clark of Fort 
William only played 45 
minutes but had a huge 

forward Victor Smith who 
would dearly have loved to 

career with the award of his 
family’s medal.

Donald
Irvine is 
Man of the 
Match

IT WAS so nearly a fairy tale 
ending for Kyles Athletic but 

Fort William who retained 
the Camanachd Cup for a 
third year in a row. 

to near capacity with the 
vast majority appearing to 
be Kyles supporters. Each 
one wondering if Kyles 
could pull off another cup 
victory,  having already 
overcome Badenoch giants 
Newtonmore and red hot 
favourites Kingussie, on 

Fort William on the other 
hand started the game as 
favourites having taken part 

As the scene was set, Oban 

piped the teams onto the 

the Corries led the crowd in 
singing Flower of Scotland.

one would expect from the most prestigious 
of shinty occasions.

There was the good - the bad - and the 
ugly.

When it was good, it was very good. 

youthful Kyles Athletic during the opening 
exchanges, matched by steady and dogged 
determination from Fort William as they 
stalled the advancing blue line.

Fort William captain John MacDonald’s 
thrusting runs from deep. One minute back 
helping his defence, the next setting up an 
attack with long, powerfully struck balls 

almost getting his name on the scoresheet 
with a swirling shot in the second period 
which took the paint off the outer edge of 
the goalpost.

MacDonald’s efforts for Fort William 
were well matched by his counterpart Kyles’ 
captain Grant Irvine who covered miles over 
the 90 minutes and provided much of the 
drive which saw the cup underdogs control 

Duncan Rodger in the rear ranks for 
Fort William dealt calmly with a number 
of high pressure situations while the more 
experienced around him were struggling to 
cope - at the other end of the park, Kyles 
Roddy MacDonald kept the normally 

shadowed his every move, while full 

performance that was simple, skilful  shinty 
at its best.

Duncan Kerr’s pace and abilty to turn a 
game was sheer entertainment, while James 
Clark does what James Clark has done for 
years - scores goals when it matters most.

Seven goals - all well executed, some 
spectacular, others as a result of team-
work, understanding and hard-work on the 
training ground. Spectacular saves from two 
experienced keepers only added to what 
most spectators, regardless of favour, would 
rate as value for money entertainment.

condition and a surface that many of the 
players agreed must rival some of the top 
sporting arenas in Scotland.

The bad - too many needless fouls from 
both sides - and the cost of refreshments. 

For an event that encouraged youngsters 
to attend, it proved a very expensive day for 
their parents with little change out of £20 for 

Referee Ronnie Campbell booked four 

should, have been more - with the last 
few minutes of the match a constant array 
of petty fouls aimed at running down the 
clock.

The ugly - the after-match presentations 
were a shambles.

Designed purely to ensure that television 
coverage did not over-run, players and 
supporters milled around the presentation 
area unsure of proceedings. 

The presenting of the prestigious trophy 
and medals to the victors (and I don’t mean 

left poor Kyles standing on the side-lines as 
almost an after-thought. Their contribution 
to the event deserved a lot better than that.

If the plan was to provide the viewing 
public with a professional image of shinty, 

the wrong lasting impression.

Camanachd Cup 2009 -
lives up to pre-match billing
Two teams desperate to win - late drama      
and late goals = sheer entertainment

The game started with the 
experienced Victor Smith 
testing the Kyles defence and 
whilst they were able to keep 
him out, on the 30th minute 
he pounced on a rebound and 
put Fort William 1-0 ahead. 

Kyles had chances of 
their own and Fort William 
goalkeeper Scott McNeil 
was all that stopped them on 
a number of occasions. 

The second half started 
with Fort William coach, 
Drew McNeil bringing on 
James Clark who had only 

Fort William defender Neil Robertson attempts to break up another Kyles’ attack as Robbie MacLeod and Grant 
Irvine are determined to get the ball Picture - John MacTavish

recently recovered from a 
broken thumb. No sooner 
had Clark entered the fray 
than he scored with his 

mountain to climb. 
The next goal was scored 

by Fort William’s Gary Innes 
who had had a relatively 
quiet game up until that 
point and at this stage it 
looked all over for Kyles  - 
but this youthful team were 
to bounce back in great style 
scoring three goals in seven 
minutes.

MacDonald with a neat turn 
in the box. The second was 

from 35 yards by Duncan 
Kerr. Kerr then added to 
this only minutes later with 
a neat half volley giving the 
goalkeeper no chance. This 
levelled the scores at 3-3 
giving Kyles the momentum 

However it was short lived 
as the goal-machine that 
is James Clark slipped in 
another goal two minutes 
from time to break the Kyles 
supporters’ hearts. 

William 4 Kyles Athletic 3 - 
this meant that Fort William 
took the great Camanachd 
Cup home for the third 
consecutive year, and puts 
them up with the great teams 
who have achieved this feat 
in the past.

Winner of the Scottish Hydro 
and The Oban Times 

Young Journalist Competition 
- Neill Malcolm, aged 13, from Kilmartin  - 

gives his report on the 
2009 Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup Final

No fairytale ending for Kyles
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14

15

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Showers of light rain are forecast for Thursday. Winds 

light to moderate west to 
south-westerly. Temperatures 7ºC to 14ºC

Friday
Will be mainly cloudy with some possible spells 

of moderate rain. Winds moderate south-westerly. 
Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
A mixture of cloud and perhaps some moderate showers. 

Winds moderate west to south-westerly throughout. 
Temperatures 7ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, September 24, 2009
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 02.55 1.3 08.31 3.5 15.11 1.4 20.38 3.3
Fri 03.39 1.6 09.12 3.3 15.59 1.7 21.12 3.0                 
Sat 04.35 1.8 10.08 3.0 16.59 2.0 22.01 2.7
Sun 05.47 2.0 12.55 2.9 18.18 2.2 **.** *.*
Mon 02.20 2.6 07.25 2.0 14.24 3.0 20.44 2.1
Tues 03.15 2.8 08.56 1.8 15.12 3.2 21.37 1.8
Wed 03.39 3.0 09.44 1.5 15.45 3.5 22.08 1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

15

14

14

Two out of 
three bad for 
Oban Lorne

Rugby

THREE young Lorn 
footballers, who have played 
together since they were 
eight years old, have been 
signed by Scottish Football 
League Division Two team 
Dumbarton.

Ally McKerracher and 
Stuart Alexander from Oban 
and Taynuilt’s David Beaton 
have all signed on with the 
club’s Pro Youth under-14 
team after impressing as 
trialists.

The boys played for Oban 
Saints in the Dunbartonshire 
Development League over 
the past two seasons and 

Left to right: Ally McKerracher, David Beaton and Stuart Alexander. 07_t39dum02

Argyll boys sign on for Sons
Football

helped the team win the 
league title in the 2008/09 
season.

Progress
Pro Youth under-14 coach 

Ritchie Salveta said: ‘The 
boys have settled in really 
well and we are happy 
with their progress, both 
in training and in match 
situations.

‘It has been a help to us 
that they have come through 
a football system with the 
Saints because they already 
have the basics and we can 

hopefully take them onto the 
next level. We try to foster 
strong links with boy’s clubs, 
including Oban Saints, as we 
are probably the nearest Pro 
Youth team to Oban.’

Oban Football 
Development Group 
chairman David Buchanan 
said: ‘This is a tremendous 
opportunity for these boys to 
improve their skill, technique 
and knowledge of the game.

‘Hopefully they will 
progress through the age 
groups and be given the 

chance to prove themselves 
in the senior side.

Structure
‘I have no doubt that 

the football development 
structure we have in Oban, 
with teams at every age 
group from primary one to 
the adult Saints squad, has 
helped us develop players 
that senior clubs will be keen 
to look at.’

So far the three boys have 
featured prominently in the 

against Celtic, Hamilton, 
Clyde, Queen’s Park, Elgin 
and Alloa.

OBAN Lorne head coach 
Corrie Louw is looking for 
more commitment from 
his playing squad after a 
disappointing start to the 
new season.

The side have lost two 
of their opening three 
games with coach Louw 
disappointed with the squads 
he has had available for away 
matches.

 The opening weekend of 
the 2009/10 West Division 
One season saw an under 
strength and depleted side 
travel to Stranraer to face 
Wigtownshire. 

Unfortunately it was a bad 
start to the season for the 
men in green who despite 
leading at half time came 
away with a disappointing 
22-11 away loss.

Oban’s fortunes changed 
however the following 
weekend.

A much stronger squad 
was available Corrie Louw 
to choose from for the home 
match against Cumnock.

This resulted in a hard 
fought 12-8 win for Oban 
which could so easily have 
been more if the side had 
been more clinical with their 
chances.

Points
However it was points on 

boost ahead of the next 
game.

Last weekend Oban 
travelled to Fintry to play 
Strathendrick with many 

changes to the squad. Oban 
made an encouraging start to 
this game and led 7-0 within 

However  this was short 
lived and two easy scores 

half, resulting in a 17-7 lead 
for Strathendrick.

Oban did come back into 
the game with a try from 
veteran Robert Wright 
but this was not enough 
and Strathendrick ran out 
comfortable 27-12 winners.

from scrum and lineouts 
did not help the cause as 
did the lack of front row 
replacements.

Coach Louw said that if 
Oban Lorne are to challenge 
in a very open league this 
season then they need 
more commitment from the 
playing squad to travel away 
from home with a larger 
group of players. 

Response
With the majority of 

league matches being played 
by December the players’ 
response will have to be 
immediate. With three weeks 
of the season gone Oban are 
sitting in mid table and will 
be looking to take points 
from their next game at home 
to newly promoted Paisley 
on Saturday at Glencruitten, 
kicking off at 3pm.

Oban Lorne are running 
a coach to the Glasgow 
Warriors v Ospreys match 
on Friday, September 25. 

The bus will depart from 
Oban High School at 4pm.

THE following youth rugby 
teams will be in action.

In the Brewin Dolphin 
Schools U-15 Cup, Lenzie 
HS will play Obermory  on 
Tuesday, September 22 while 
in the U-18s, Coatbridge HS 
will play Obermory on Friday, 
September 25.

the biggest of its species ever caught in British waters.

the Laura Dawn, skippered by Ronnie Campbell of 
Fishin’ Trips, Oban.

which has stood since 1977.

day on one of Ronnie’s big game angling trips - he man-
aged to catch a 118lb skate as well.

ON SUNDAY Oban Saints  
Under 13s won 13-1 against 
Helensburgh with Ally 
MacLean and Alan Buchanan  
both scoring hat-tricks.

In the Scottish Cup the 
Under 19s lost 5-3 to St Mirren 
after extra time. This weekend 
the Under 19s are at home to 
Mossvale BC.Donald Campbell

Umbro Scottish Amateur 
League Premier Division

Aikenhead Thistle 0
Oban Saints 3

LAST season’s West of 

Aikenhead Thistle were 
Saints opponents in this 
clash at Temple Recreation 
Centre last Saturday.

The home side came out 
of the blocks with all guns 
blazing and had Saints 
pinned back in the early 
exchanges.

However Saints broke 
the deadlock in the 34th 
minute when Allan MacKay 

and sent a defence splitting 
pass through the middle.

Parted
The home back line parted 

like the Red Sea which 
allowed Asen Gaydardzhiev 
a clear run through on goal 
and the Bulgarian striker 
showed great composure 

drive past Jags keeper John 
Mullen.

Saints were now posing 
a threat going forward 
and created a couple of 
reasonable chances, the best 
falling to Keith Millar just 
before the interval, but Jags 
keeper John Mullen made 
a great block to deny the 
Saints striker.

The visitors took a 2-0 
lead in the 59th minute and 
it was no surprise that it was 
Donald Campbell who set 
up the goal. 

He collected the ball on 
the left, jinked past two 

great ball across the face of 
the Aikenhead penalty box 
for Allan MacKay to hammer 
the ball high into the net.

The Oban side had two or 
three good opportunities to 
extend their lead, but these 
were all missed.

However in injury time 
the home side got caught 
at the back and this time 
Allan MacKay sent Donald 
Campbell through and he 
celebrated the recent birth 
of his new son, also called 
Donald, by slamming the 

score 3-0.
Manager Iain Jackson 

said: ‘It was a cracking game 
played by two good teams. 
We knew this would be a 

get a result, but the squad 

now and we deserved to pick 
all three points with some 

Saints’ winning start 
to season continues

Football

BOTH the Oban Express 
Primary Football league 
seniors and juniors took to 
the Oban High school pitch 
on Sunday with some very 
exciting matches in both 
divisions.

In the seniors both Oban 
Saints and the Cobras kept 
up their 100 per cent records 
but it’s the Oban Saints 
sitting proudly at the top 
having played a game more 
with wins at Spartans, Stoddy 
boys, Tralee and Appin with 
Cobras defeating Stoddarts, 
Lochnell and Tralee.

Warriors are still in it after 
recording three wins but a 
nervy start nearly saw them 
drop two vital points against 
Stoddy Boys until Kieran 
Moore popped up with the 
only goal.

They made no mistake in 
their matches with Appin 
and Stoddarts and are not 
yet out of it as they have 
still to play Oban Saints who 
have also to meet the Cobras 
at the top.

In the juniors the Saints 
Under 8s beat top of the 
table Thistle with a goal 
from Lennon Campbell. The 
same man popped up with 
the only goal against AC 
Argyll after heroics from 
AC’s young keeper Fergus 
Carmicheal.  This was the 
only goal conceded by AC in 
their three matches.

Thistle and Lochgilphead  
now sit one point adrift of 
Saints Under 8s and the 
match between the under 8s 
and Lochgilphead next time 
around will go a long way to 
deciding the league title.

Saints and 
Cobras still 
unbeaten

Football

Table tennis 
club looks for 
new players

Table Tennis

Young athlete wins women’s 
triathlon title in record time

‘We’ve got off to a great 
start in the league, picking 
up 15 points from a possible 
18, but we will be keeping 

as there is still a long way 
to go and things can change 
very quickly.’

Saints have no game 
on Saturday due to the 
September holiday weekend

A YOUNG ATHLETE took 
the Ben Nevis Triathlon 
by storm – breaking the 
women’s record by 51 
minutes.

Hannah Barnes, aged 
22, originally from Fort 
William but now living in 
Lochgilphead, not only won 
the women’s race in record 
time, she beat most of the 

place from 69 competitors.
The gruelling Ben Nevis 

Triathlon
Triathlon is made up of 
a 1.9km swim, a 90km 
mountain bike course and a 
21.5km run to the summit of 
Ben Nevis and back. 

Hannah, who completed 
the course in eight hours, 36 
minutes, said: ‘I set out to 
do well in the women’s race 

was a surprise and a magic 
feeling.’

THE Senshi do Karate 
Association held a 
tournament at the Oban 
Martial Arts Centre:
Kata Section: 
Ethan Lekalake (KSK)
Katie MacDonald (KSK)
Damien Williamson (ASK)
5-7 Years Open Grade Kumite 
(Fighting)
Megan Williamson (ASK) 
Kenni Gray (ASK) 
Nicola Smyth (KSK)

Kumite
Stewart Twort (SDKB) 
John Parsons (KSK) 
Connel Rowe (KSK)
8-12 Years 6th KYU - 1st Dan 
Kumite
Scott Stephenson (KSK) 
Jason Goldie (SDKB)
Nathan Allen (SDKB)
13-15 Years 6th KYU - 1st Dan 
Kumite
Rod MacLean-Black (ASK/SDKB) 
Ethan Lekalake (KSK) 
Katie MacDonald (KSK)

OBAN Table Tennis Club 
has begun a recruitment drive 
to build on the success of its 
maiden season last year.

The club, which has a 
membership of 20, has 
bought new kit and is now 
looking to challenge other 
clubs.

The adult club, which 
promotes recreational 
table tennis for all levels 
of ability, has resumed its 
Tuesday night slot at the 
Oban Primary Campus from 
7-9pm.

Pat wins at 
Killin Open

Golf

Youth teams in action
Rugby

Oban centre 
hosts karate 
tournament

Martial Arts

Weekend results 
Football

THE Killin Senior Ladies Open 
was held recently with the 
overall winner Pat Simpson of 
Lundin Links carding a 79.

Handicap (Silver)
1 Sheena Chisholm (Killin) 70
2 Merope Dunlop 71
3 Maureen Taggart 72

1 Janet Buchanan (Dalmally) 67
2 Edith Ralston (Strathmore) 69
3 Gillian Allan (Comrie) 69
Islay Golf Club 
Lagavulin Trophy
1 Jay Doherty 92-22=70
2 Alistair Livingstone 79-7=72
3 Jim Rozga 79-7=72
Machrie Salver
1 Jay Doherty 2up 
2 Nigel Carmichael 1up
3 Donald Gillies 1up
Order of Merit 
1 Nigel Carmichael 221pts
2 Charles Holyoake 214pts
3 Jim Rozga 190 pts. 

Sailing
Pay Back double

Oban Sailing Club
Dinghy Series Frostbite 5:
1 Pay Back Steven Forteith
2 Kraby Patty Tim Bleazard
3 Wavelength Jamie Chapman
4 Tallulah Colin Currie.
Frostbite 6: 
1 Pay Back Steven Forteith
2 Wavelength Jamie Chapman
3 Tallulah Colin Currie
4 Kraby Patty Tim Bleazard
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